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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  LVIII 


Abolition— petition  from  the  citizens  of  Michigan  re- 
lative to  57;  debate  on  presenting  a memorial  78;  ano. 
ther  appeal  ib.;  convention  and  presidential  nomination 
96;  letter  from  vice  president  Johnson  on  refusing  to 
deliver  a petition  100:  petition  that  the  rule  respecting 
petitions  may  be  rescinded  110;  see  Anti-slavery . 
Abolition  convention,  at  London  352 

Abolition  state  convention,  of  New  York  372 

Accounts — report  of  the  committee  on,  submitted  111; 
counter  report ib.:  debate  125-26-27,  141;  resolution  re- 
jected !41 

Accusation,  capt.  Rogers  of  the  ship  Beacon  208 
Adair,  gen.  John,  death  of  224 

Adams,  John  Q.— asks  to  report  on  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  11,  12,  15,  29,  30.  47,  59:  call  for  information 
respecting  navy  pension  fund  59;  for  correspondence 
respecting  delivering  up  persons  charged  with  crimes 
ib. ; resolution  relative  to  pairing  off  ib.;  relative  to  the 
L’ Amistad  59;  refuses  to  vote  61  2;  bloodhounds  77;  on 
the  decision  of  the  chair  relative  to  the  presenting  a me- 
morial 78;  another  similar  case  78-9;  presents  511  pe- 
titions and  memorials  79;  respecting  duties  79, 93,  94-5; 
frauds  on  the  revenue  95;  fraudulent  use  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag  by  slavers  96;  on  the  dispute  respecting  the 
northeastern  boundary  108-9,  111,  125,  126;  on  expen- 
diture committee  127,  141,  172-3;  on  the  appropriation 
bill  173;  on  the  bill  for  faithful  collection  of  duties 
173-4-5;  on  Mr.  Spooner’s  memorial  206;  on  the  pre- 
sents from  Muscat  239,  255,  314;  on  Raymond’s  politi- 
cal economy  271;  from  committee  on  manufactures  on 
duties  on  the  fine  arts  271,  235;  on  the  re-chartering  the 
city  banks  300;  resolution  proposing  appropriation  for 
meteorological  stations  301,  316,  318,  330-1-2;  to  be  ex- 
cused on  the  New  Jersey  question  333 

Adilie,  a new  discovered  island  _ 256 

Adjournment  of  congress — resolution  proposing  a 
day  for  the  11;  proceedings  thereon,  yeas  and  nays  26; 
postponed  ib.;  debated  and  again  postponed  45;  debate 
thereon  75-6;  laid  on  the  table  ib.;  proceedings  on  a 
proposition  respecting  227;  conversation  on  236;  Mr. 
Wise’s  proposition  255,  271;  period  of,  fixed  288;  con- 
versation relating  to  the  period  298;  various  proceedings 
on  the  resolution  which  finally  passed  the  house  300; 
notice  of  the  336;  sine  die  351 

Administration  party;  see  Van  Buren. 

Admiral,  inquiry  as  to  creating  officers  of  the  rank  of, 
& c.  proposed  92 

Admonition,  of  the  archishop  of  Baltimore  281 
Adrian,  Mons.  the  younger,  death  of,  &c.  208 

j\ffray  in  congress  126;  proceedings  thereon  126-7; 
resolution  to  investigaie  adopted  127;  committee  named 
ib.;  report  142;  on  presenting  it  142,  145,  172, 188-9;  re- 
port re-committed  189 

Africa — see  Algiers  and  Liberia;  treaty  between  Ab- 
del Kader  and  the  emperor  of  Morocco  113;  commerce 
of  162;  Bible  operations  in  201;  value  of  palm  oil  exported 
from  256;  gunpowder  exported  to  from  England  289; 
importation  of  corn  from  416 

African  slave  trade,  memorial  of  the  friends,  of  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  for  the  suppression 
of  the,  presented  204 

Africans,  see  Amistad;  incorporated  into  British  regi- 
ments 96;  death  of  600  slaves  by  suffocation  258 

Agriculture,  in  Connecticut  261;  premiums  for  Li- 
beria coffee  _ 320 

Agricultural  bank  of  Natchez,  memorial  of  stock- 
holders _ 26 

Air  cannon,  the  invention  of  W.  F.  Wilkins  128 
Alabama — election  in  Mobile  100;  bill  in  congress  to 
relinquish  the  two  per  cent  fund  to  11;  resolution  rela- 
tive to  proceeds  of  land  in  24;  report  thereon  commu- 
nicated 26;  report  ot  the  commissioners 26;  proceedings 
on  the  bill  relative  to  reservations  ib. ; report  on  the  set- 
tlement for  horses  lost  by  the  volunteers  in  the  Seminole 
campaign  communicated  58,  reservation  bill  passed  the 
senate  92;  memorial  from  Sumpter  county  asking  a lo- 
cation of  land  in  lieu  of,  &c.  106;  memorial  from  in  fa- 
vor of  a general  bankrupt  law,  presented  123;  bill  to 
recede  the  Muscle  Shoal  canal  to,  reported  123;  bank- 
ing provisions,  Mobile  recovering  169;  whig  convention 
245;  legal  decision  in  favor  of  the  real  estate  bank  of 
Alabama,  Florence  bridge  company  completed,  whig 
state  convention  300;  bill  authorising  payment  of  certain 
claims,  reported  315;  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting  cer- 
tain unappropriated  lands  to,  debated  and  laid  upon 
the  table  320;  election  returns,  senate,  &c.  404 

Alabama  Florida  and  Georgia  rail  road,  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  313 

Alabama  volunteers,  committee  ask  to  be  discharged 
283;  unfavorable  report  315 

Albany,  election  146;  fifty-seven  years  ago  342;  fall  of 
a bridge  and  loss  of  lives  404 

Albert,  prince,  takes  leave  of  Coburg  for  London  1; 
marriage  to  Victoria  17;  title,  allowance  to  18,  176 
Albino,  in  the  state  of  New  York  352 

Alexandria,  D.  C. — memorial  asking  an  amendment 
of  their  charter  170:  whig  festival  at  267;  town  meeting 
resolutions  to  retrocede  to  Virginia  253;  memorial  ot 
citizens  of,  to  be  receded  329 


Alexandria,  La.  memorial  asking  for  a military  post 
at,  presented  93 

Alford,  Mr.  representative  15,28,  76;  on  the  treasury 
note  bill  77,  95,  207,  284;  to  be  excused  on  the  New 
Jersey  question  334 

Aliens,  decided  that,  have  not  the  right  to  vote  in 
Illinois  347 

Algiers — marshal  Vallie’s  victories  over  Ab-del  Kader 
1;  items  18,  19;  French  force  in,  expedition  contemplat- 
ed against  Ab-del  Kader  65;  Ab-del  Kader’s  treaty  with 
Morocco  113;  duke  of  Orleans  reaches,  proceedings 
there  178;  failure  of  marshal  Vallie’s  expedition  257-8; 
Ab-del  Kader  uses  marshal  Valhe’s  troops  rather  se- 
verely 321 

Allegany  river,  memorials  asking  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the,  presented  27,  44,  93 

Allen,  Mr. — senator  10,  11,  44;  on  adjournment  re- 
solution 76;  inquiries  respecting  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia banks  76,  92,  107,  171;  public  lands  in  Ohio  107, 
188,  252;  on  the  tenure  of  office  219;  on  the  Harrisburg 
convention  ib.,  253,  270;  call  for  information  on  the  ex- 
penditures on  the  District  of  Columbia  283 

Allen,  Mr. — representative,  on  the  sub-treasury  bill 
285,  298;  on  the  district  banks 299,  314-15, 315,  326,  328, 
330;  on  the  District  banks  resolution  349 

Allen,  Otis,  arrested  272 

Allen,  William,  acquitted  144 

Allentown,  population  336 

Alton,  damage  by  fire  224;  perpetrators  arrested  228 
America,  relative  to  early  discoveries  of  414 

Americans,  abroad  352 

American  artists,  bill  to  admit  the  works  of,  free  of 
duty,  engrossed  141 

American  Bible  society,  24th  anniversary  200 

American  enterprise,  Brattleborough  typographical 
company’s  operations  80 

American  and  foreign  anti-slavery  society,  formation 
of  the,  proceedings,  nomination  203 

American  intrepidity,  Sam  Patchisms  416 

American  missionary  society  256 

American  seamen,  in  the  Pacific  72 

American  securities,  in  England  98 

American  sculptors,  in  Italy  48 

American  ribbons,  manufactory  of  144 

American  tract  society'  256 

American  whale  fisheries  338 

Americans  in  England,  Virgil  Maxcy  at  the  agricul- 
tural meeting  38S 

Amistad,  call  for  information  respecting  the  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  the  59;  British  interference  in  the 
case  of  the  2;  call  for  information  respecting  59;  British 
letter  on  the  subject  140;  decision  of  the  U.  S.  court  160; 
an  act  concerning  the  prisoners,  &.c.  reported  218,  219 
Anderson,  S.  W.  senator,  on  the  Cumberland  road 
bill  92,  107;  on  the  death  of  judge  White  122;  draw- 
back 124,252,  269 

Anderson,  Mr.  representative  13,  79;  notice  respect 
ing  frauds  on  land  settlers  220,  315 

Anderson,  hon.  S.  H.  death  of  416 

Andrews,  Mr.  of  Ky.  rep.  28,  58,  61;  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  New  Jersey  case  76  78,  109,  110,  125,  126, 
127,  285,  301,  332;  on  the  New  Jersey  question  333 
Antarctic  land,  discovery  of  by  sundry  navigators 
273;  continent,  discovery  of,  by  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion 290;  discovery  of,  contested  by  capt.  Palmer  306; 
capt.  Bellemy  307;  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  explor- 
ing squadron  307 

Anthracite  coal  for  steamers  144,240 

' Anthracite  iron  256:  from  Roaring  creek  238,  343; 
items  respecting  390;  items  400;  first  arrival  of  at  Phi- 
ladelphia 416;  nails  352;  rails,  items  320 

Anti-Slavery  society,  American  delegates  appointed 
to  attend  the  convention  in  London  145;  annual  meet- 
ing in  New  York,  division  of  the  society,  political  ac- 
tion 203;  of  New  Hampshire,  convention,  disunion. 
&c.  240;  convention  at  Syracuse  320 

Appointments  bv  the  president,  2, 51.  67,  SI,  99. 114, 
131,  145,  162,  17S,  193,  227,  259,273,290,  305,337,  355 
Appointments  in  the  army  357 

Appropriation  bill — noiices  of  the  94;  debate,  Mr. 
Duncan  110;  Mr.  Gedding’s  speech  and  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  negatived,  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Jones,  ib.;  Messrs.  Stanley,  Steenrod,  Dawson, 
Graves,  Marvin,  Ogle  1 1 1;  Messrs  Ogle  and  Lincoln 
124;  Messrs.  Petrikin,  Weller  and  Brown  125;  Messrs. 
Everett,  Keim,  Ogle,  Saltonstall  126-7;  Messrs.  Stewart, 
Jameson.  Davis,  of  Ky.  Ogle,  Reed,  Duncan,  An- 
drews, and  Hopkins  127;  Messrs.  McKay  and  Ather- 
ton 141;  Messrs.  Morgan,  Clifford  and  Evans  141-2;  Mr. 
Dillet  142;  various  proceedings  on  142;  members  brought 
in  in  custody  143;  debate  resumed  ib.;  172;  various 
amendments,  bill  passed  172;  conversation  in  the  se- 
nate on  the  hill  170;  bill  amended  and  passed,  ib.;  pro 
ceedings  on  the  amendment  in  the  house,  adopted 
and  the  bill  finally  passed  173;  resolution  to  reconsider, 
&c.  proposed  190;  withdrawn  191;  bill  for  patent  office 
204;  library  ib.;  bill  passed  ib.;  notice  of  220;  amend- 
ment authorising  the  president  to  suspend  any  works 
authorised  by  the  bill,  discussed  350;  for  the  navy  re- 


ported with  amendments  313;  made  at  the  1st  session 
26th  congress  379 

Arab,  the  ship,  burnt  off  Mobile  238 

Arabia — trade  with  256 

Arabian  horses,  account  of  368 

Arabian  ship  Sultanee,  corporation  welcome  176; 
overhauled  and  repaired  352;  departure,  cargo  371 
Archimedes  steamer  304 

Argand  lamp,  to  improve  the  light  of  144 

Argyle,  the  British  ship,  seized  275 

Arkansas — bill  authorising  a change  of  lands  appro- 
priated to,  &c.  passed  the  senate  108;  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  171;  rivers  very  high,  plantations  overflowed 
182;  bill  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads  in,  passed 
187;  fire  at  Little  Rock,  river  high  200;  bill  relative  to 
pre-emption  rights  204;  storms  231;  bill  relative  to  roads 
in  237;  Red  river  raft,  tornado  at  Little  Rock  279;  bill 
relative  to  entering  certain  lands  in,  engrossed  298; 
Red  river  raft,  coal  309;  Red  river  raft  346 

Armistead,  gen.  succeeds  gen.  Taylor  in  Florida  133 
letter  from  Florida  260 

Arms,  report  on  Mighill’s  patent  237 

Army — see  secretary  of  war;  operations  in  Florida 
51;  memorials  presented  for  prohibiting  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  in,  &c.  11;  proceedings  on  a similar  me- 
morial 78;  proceedings  in  Florida,  col.  Twigg’s  expedi- 
tion 82;  bill  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men  for  service  in 
Florida  discussed  in  the  senate  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed 93;  general  Eustis  ordered  to  Maine,  forces  99; 
medical  board  to  convene  at  Philadelphia,  paymaster 
Forsyth  100;  gen.  Taylor  relieved  in  Florida  by  gen. 
Armistead,  col.  Pierce,  appointments  in  the  army  re- 
stricted to  persons  not  married  133;  general  orders  No. 
22,  relative  to  the  command  in  Florida,  report  of  troops 
being  ordered  to  the  northeastern  frontier,  colonel 
Worth’s  regiment  on  its  way  to  remove  the  Winebagoes 
145;  capt.  Rains’  fight  in  Florida  145-6;  col.  Kearney’s 
movement  from  Fort  Leavenworth  146;  position  of  of- 
ficers, capt.  Rains’  fight  with  the  Indians,  enpt.  Holmes, 
mutiny  at  Pilatka,  gen.  Atkinson  179;  compliment  to 
gen.  Worth  and  correspondence  180;  court  martial  at 
St.  Augustine,  operations  of  gen.  Armistead  in  Florida 
193;  capt.  Holmes’  movement  in  Honda  164;  bill  to 
regulate  enlistments  203;  operation  in  Florida  224;  en- 
listment bill  engrossed  237;  sword  presented  to  licut. 
K.  Hanson  212;  gen.  Atkinson  and  the  Winebagoes, 
cadets,  operations  in  Florida,  col.  Bailey’s  return,  &,c. 
disposition  of  the  troops,  capts.  Holmes  and  Bonneville 
243;  Indians  in  the  actors’  dresses,  rencontre,  captain 
Laughlin’s  boats  attacked,  Harney,  Rains;  Sharmau 
243;  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  major  Lendtum  and 
capt.  Dusenbury  243;  board  to  select  site  for  marine 
hospital,  general  orders,  regulation  for  the  corps  of 
topographical  engineers  259;  official  letters  from  com- 
manders in  Florida,  gen.  Armistead.  capt.  Rains’  re- 
port, col.  Harney,  lieut.  col.  Riley  261;  the  White  flag 
261;  accident  at  the  Carlisle  barracks  275;  a man  en- 
listed in  a slate  of  intoxication,  discharged  by  the  court 
275;  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of,  &c.  283;  expedition 
under  col.  Twiggs,  return  to  Black  Creek  292;  lieut. 
Sheras  honorably  acquitted  305;  number  of  men  and 
officers  306;  board  of  visiters  at  West  Point,  gen.  At- 
kinson’s movements  in  Wisconsin,  col.  Harney’s  scout 
in  Florida  306;  appropriation  bill  316-17;  a clause  re- 
lative to  the  Cumberland  road  proposed  317;  to  Grand 
river  harbor,  proposition  to  reduce  the  appropriations 
25  per  c^nt.,  arsenals,  proceedings  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the.  328  9;  bill  for  enlisting  volunteers 
for  the  Florida  war  ordered  to  be  engrossed  327;  passes 
the  senate  32S;  appropriation  bill  debated  330;  again, 
ib.;  various  proceedings  on  331;  movement  under  col. 
Worth  336;  approved  candidates  for  appoinment  as 
surgeons  337;  enlistment  in  the,  number  and  cause  of 
resignations,  row  amongst  soldiers  at  Buffalo,  death  of 
capt.  Hood,  a wealthy  quartermaster  339;  proceedings 
on  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the 
appropriation  bill  350;  capt.  McRea,  forces  ordered  into 
service  in  Florida,  promotions,  appointment,  &c. 
operations  in  Florida  357,  362;  generals  Macomb  and 
Scott,  items  from  Florida  372;  death  of  capt.  Day,  en- 
listment of  minors  not  legal,  disposition  of  the  forces 
in  Florida  38S;  orders,  &c.  appointments,  Fort  Adams, 
ex-lieut.  Martin  403;  movement  of  gen.  Atkinson,  Wi- 
nebagoes 416 

Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  appropriations  proposed  for 
buying  a lot,  <fcc.  329 

Ai  ciic  circle,  problem  of  a N.  W.  passage  solved  213 
Arctic  problem,  of  a north  west  passage,  solved  213 
Artificial  rain,  professor  Espy  272 

Asia — see  China,  East  Indies,  Muscat. 

Associations,  number  of  charitable,  in  England  128 
Asylum  for  lunatics,  report  in  favor  of  erecting  a,  in 
New  Jersey  342 

Athens  manufacturing  com.  Geo.  loss  by  freshet  245 
Atherton,  rep.  on  the  documentary  history  173;  on 
the  sub-treasury  bill  190,  191,219,220;  pilot  laws  238 

Atkinson,  gen.  movement  of  on  the  frontier  179 

Atlantic  & Pacific  oceans,  canal  communication  123 
Atlantic  ocean,  soundings  in  the  224 

Atlantic,  distance  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  240 


IV 


INDEX. 


Auction  in  Philadelphia  291 

Augusta , Geo. — elections  115;  inundated  224 

Austin,  (Texas) — population  of  2 

Austria — mortality  at  Vienna,  18;  national  debt,  re- 
venue 130;  military  movements,  bank,  Cuvier  161;  old 
age,  Jewish  liberality  162;  tobacco  trade  201 

Avalanche  on  the  Three  Rivers  128 

Bacourt,  Louis  Adolphe  Amie  Tourcer,  envoy,  arrives 
from  France  257,290 

Bail,  bill  relative  to, in  Pennsylvania  199 

Baker,  Osmyn,  representative,  memorial  against  the 
right  of,  to  a seat,  presented  58,  79 

Baltimore  city,  fire  at,  German  Lutheran  church  burnt 
80;  the  public  schools  in  80;  whig  national  convention 
at  152;  seven  prisoners  escape  the  jail  of  308;  trade  and 
commerce  of,  another  rail  road  completed,  tide  water 
canal  in  operation,  exports,  imports,  inspections,  ship- 
ments, &c.  167,268;  resignation  of  Dr.  McCulloch  depu- 
ty collector  of  the  port,  notices  of  the  death  of  Laughlin 
168;  miller’s  year  384 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  application 
of  the,  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  time  to  con- 
pie  te  80 

Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road,  finished  144; 
transportation  278 

Banks,  Mr.  representative  14,28, 61-2, 77,  95, 126, 143 
Banks — suits  commenced  by,  in  Tennessee  4;  bill 
proposing  to  restore  charters  of,  in  Kentucky,  legislative 
proceedings  on,  in  Ohio  4;  in  Michigan  4;  report  of,  to 
U.  S.  senate  10;  memorial  of  stockholders  of  agricultu- 
ral, of  Natchez  26;  of  E.  Littell  on  the  absorption  of 
banking  capital  27;  Manhattan  bank  stock  depreciat- 
ing, defalcation,  &c.  32;  Pennsylvania  banks,  of  Mis- 
sissippi ib.;  petition  that  the,  of  the  District  be  compelled 
to  resume  payments  or  relinquish  their  charters  44,  53; 
proceedings  thereon  ib.;  inquiry  in  relation  to  United 
States  deposite  in,  of  Missouri  47;  resignation  of  officers 
of  the  Manhattan  4S;  $5,000  reward  offered  for  New- 
comb 112;  the,  of  Birmingham,  England,  suspended 
49;  conference  committee  on  the,  in  Pennsylvania,  &c. 
51;  project  suggesting  the  sale  of  state’s  stock  in  the  52; 
Virginia  law  relating  to,  passed  ib.,  73;  report  of  the,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  presented  57;  inquiry  respect- 
ing the  sale  of  treasury  notes  to,  and  arrangements  to 
deposite  with  &c.  proposed  60;  Mahattan  bank  report 
64;  Mr.  Jaudon  and  the  Barings  72;  state  security 
banks  in  New  York  73;  Mr  Allen’s  inquiry  in  the  U. 
States  senate  as  to  the,  of  the  District  67;  Mr.  Benton’s 
resolutions  respecting  treasury  notes  in  79;  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  charters  of  the,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on 
certain  conditions,  reported  94;  general  banking  law  of 
New  York  decided  to  be  constitutional  100;  flight  of 
Dabney  and  deficit  in,  of  Virginia  100;  memorial  asking 
charters  for  the,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  presented 
106;  bill  to  that  effect  reported  ib.;  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  on  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  109;  report  of  the  treasurer 
on  the  condition  of  the  109;  notices  of  the  defalcation 
of  Dabney  and  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  Virginia, 
Green  arrested  115;  provisions  of  the  law  relating  to, 
passed  in  Ohio  115;  message  from  the  president  con- 
taining list  of,  that  have  refused  to  pay  specie  on  de- 
mand 122;  Mr.  White  proposes  inquiries  respecting 
deposites  of  specie  and  treasury  notes  in  123;  substitute 
therefor  proposed  140;  Mr.  Reed  on  the  commonwealth 
bank  141;  forgeries  upon  the  Philadelphia  160;  memo- 
rial of  49  citizens  of  Georgetown  against  the,  of  the 
District,  and  that  they  may  be  forced  to  wind  up.  pre- 
sented 171;  the  Concord  bank  failure  194;  free  bank 
statistics  164;  report  on  the  general  banking  law  New 
York  165;  resumption  bill  in  Pennsylvania  166;  bank 
dividends  ib.;  affair  of  the,  of  Virginia  168;  banking 
privilege  in  Georgia  169;  petition  for  a national  bank, 
169,  175;  arrangements  between  the  New  York  city 
and  country  banks  180;  the  union  bank  of  Mississippi, 
the  Brandon  bank  182;  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  of  banks  where  specie  deposites  were  made 
in  anticipation  of  treasury  notes  188;  proceedings  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on  199;  the  state  bank  of 
Michigan  assign  over  200;  memorial  asking  recharter 
of  fanners’  and  merchants’  bank  in  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
204;  business,  &c.,  in  New  York  203;  on  striking  the, 
out  of  the  bankrupt  bill  219,  220;  the  Georgia  rail  road 
and  banking  company  230;  bank  of  Virginia,  meeting, 
trial  of  Green  230;  vote  of  the  Van  Buren  party  on,  at  St. 
Louis  231;  petition  for  extension  to  the,  of  Natchez  236; 
the,  of  Missouri  245;  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
251;  again  252;  bill  passes  the  senate,  title  ib.;  255;  otfi 
cial  report  of  the,  of  Virginia  262;  condition  of  the,  of 
Ohio  263;  dividends  of  the,  ol  North  Carolina  279;  Cen- 
tral of  Georgia  279;  gov.  McNutt’s  proclamation  against 
certain,  in  Mississippi  279;  bill  granting  indulgence  to 
the,  of  Natciiez  233;  proceedings  in  the  senate  on  re- 
chartering  the,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  299,  300;  real 
estate  bank  of  Alabama  decided  to  be  constitutional 
309;  banks  in  Mississippi  309;  the,  of  Pensacola  310; 
proceedings  on  the  District,  resumed  315;  memorial  for 
a recharter  ib.;  Mr.  Allen’s  amendments  ib.;  fate 
of  the,  of  district  finally  decided  320,  330;  memorial  of 
the,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  presented,  debate 
thereon  328;  resolution  passed  the  senate  330;  debate 
on  the,  of  the  District,  various  amendments,  yeas  and 
nays  on  engrossing  326;  bill  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays 
327;  debate  on  reconsidering  327;  rejected  328;  notice 
of  the  final  proceedings  in  congress  on  the  District 
hanks  336;  prompt  payment  in  Charleston  ib.;  in  Maine 
340;  cashier  of  the  City  bank  at  Natchitoches  default, 
condition  of  the  city  banks  of  New  Orleans  346;  joint 
resolution  far  continuing  the  charter  of  the  Washington 
city  batiks  on  their  resuming  specie  payments,  passes 
the  senate  319;  efforts  in  the  house  to  obtain  a con- 


sideration of  the  resolution  respecting  the,  of  the  District 
351;  gov.  Porter’s  message  vetoing  the  Lancaster  coun- 
ty loan  bill  361;  the  Union  bank  of  Mississippi  374;  cor- 
respondence with  president  Van  Buren  respecting  a, 
of  the  United  States  393;  resolutions  to  relieve  the,  of 
Natchez,  reported  270 

Banking  capital,  amount  of  384 

Banks,  in  Austria  161 

Bank  of  Concord,  items  261 

Bank  of  England,  notice  published  by  the  33;  liabili- 
ties dtc.  96;  pay  off  the  French  loan  178 

Banks  of  France  400 

Banks  of  Kentucky  200 

Bank  notes— bill  making  the  issuingof  small  notes  pu- 
nishable by  fine  and  imprisonment  in  Mississippi,  de- 
feated 4;  bill  for  the  collection  of,  of  and  under  $20  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  11;  bill  to  regulate  issuing  of,  in 
said  District  11;  legislature  of  Virginia  direct  the  issuing 
of  one  and  two  dollar  notes  52 

Banking  system,  items  49 

Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Pennsylvania — state- 
ment of  affairs  1st  of  February  2;  price  of  stocks  of,  in 
England  33,  81;  Mr.  Jaudon  about  to  return  from  Lon- 
don 97;  bonds  in  France  remain  firm  98;  price  of  stocks 
160;  Bicknell’s  notice  of  demands  on,  from  Boston  224; 
reform  of  expenses  262:  decide  to  declare  no  dividend 
304;  price  of  stock;  see  chronicle  page.  Bank.  | 

Bank  of  Virginia — Dabney  returns  181;  examination  | 
of  Mr.  Dabney  199;  proceedings  against  Green  224;  J 
officers  resign  304;  proceedings  of  stockholders  308 
Bankrupt  law — seven  memorials  from  Pennsylvania 
for  a 10;  from  New  York  10,  26,  57-8,  75,  92-3,  107, 
122,  169,  261,  269;  Mr.  Webster’s  explanations  ib.;  pe- 
tition for,  presented  by  Mr.  Calhoun  11;  from  Ohio  11, 
92;  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Southard  11;  Mr.  Curtis 
notifies  that  he  will  report  a bill  in  the  house  12;  peti- 
tion for  a 26;  from  New  York  24,  47;  Mr.  Benton’s 
views  on  ib.;  memorial  from  chamber  of  commerce  of 
Philadelphia  24;  from  New  Jersey  26,  27,  47,  123;  bill 
in  progress  26;  petition  for,  from  Seneca  45;  several  pe- 
titions 45;  Mr.  Wall’s  notice  respecting  the  progress  of 
the  bill  45;  Mr.  Tallmadge  notifies  that  he  will  reporta 
bill  57;  Mr.  Clay  on  the  57;  joint  resolution  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Michigan  in  favor  of  a,  presented  5S,  75,  me- 
morial for,  from  Georgia  75;  from  Illinois  75,  107,  123; 
from  Massachusetts  75;  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Wall 
ib.;  a great  number  of  memorials  for,  Mr.  Webster 
proposes  a bill,  notice  of  its  provisions  76;  memorial 
from  Vermont  92;  from  Pittsburg  93;  from  Michigan 
93;  from  Alabama  ib.;  from  Indiana  93;  from  Missis- 
sippi, by  Mr.  Walker  107;  from  Maumee  city  ib.;  from 
Mississippi  107;  resolves  of  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts in  favor  of,  presented  110;  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York  122;  Mr.  Wall  reports  two  bills  from  the  judicia- 
ry committee  122;  memorial  from  citizens  of  Tennes- 
see for  123;  from  Alabama  123;  from  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana  123;  Mr.  Clayton  reports  a bill  from  the 
majority  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  123;  memo- 
rial from  the  citizens  of  Michigan  for  a 141;  Mr.  Wall’s 
substitute,  debate,  Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Critten- 
den, Mr.  Webster  171;  notice  of  progress  in  senate  176; 
debate  continued,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Norvell,  Mr.  Dixon  18S;  debate  re- 
sumed, Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Crittenden,  &c. 
187;  memorial  for  such  a law  from  the  Baltimore  board 
of  trade  ib  ; resolutions  in  favor  of,  pass  the  senate  of 
Pennsylvnia  199;  a memorial  from  Connecticut  204; 
debate  on  the  bill  resumed,  Mr.  Tallmadge  204;  Mr. 
Hubbard,  Mr.  Wall  ib.;  debate  resumed,  Mr.  Strange’s 
amendment  and  debate  thereon  205;  Mr.  Webster’s 
speech  214;  debate  resumed,  Mr.  Strange’s  amend- 
ment 21S;  Mr.  Norvell’s  amendment,  Mr.  Webster  ib.; 
Mr.  Strange  218;  question  on  striking  out  banks  219;  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill  (6.;  debate  resumed,  Mr.  Clay, 
Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Webster  236;  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  to 
strike  out  compulsory  provisions  negatived,  various  pro- 
ceedings, whole  referred  to  committee  it.;  reported  251; 
Mr.  Walker  251;  yeas  and  nays  in  the  senate  on  pass- 
ing the  bill  257;  notice  of  the  269;  memorial  relative  to, 
from  New  York  ib.;  debate  resumed,  various  amend- 
ments, bill  ordered  to  be  printed,  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering it  to  he  engrossed  270;  passes  the  senate,  yeas  and 
nays  283;  motion  to  refer  and  print  the  bill  in  the  house 
286;  notice  of  its  passing  the  senate  304;  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Pickens  is  laid  on  the  table  in  the  house  316 

Bankruptcies  in  France  130 

Barbadoes,  proceedings  at  130 

Baring  & Brothers,  Mr.  Jaudon  and  72 

Barnard,  Mr. — representative,  23, 47;  on  the  treasury 
note  bill  61  2 3;  interrogatories  63,  174, 190;  on  the  sub- 
treasury  bill  253-4 

Batavia,  wages  of  labor  in  40 

Bath,  Maine,  population  400 

Beatty,  Mr. — of  Pennsylvania,  representative  14, 

61-2,  332 

Bear,  Mr.  speech  of,  at  the  national  convention  151 
Belgium— wages  of  labor  in  40;  rail  roads  in  130; 
Mrs.  Fry,  on  prisons,  &c.  of  162;  appropriation  to  the 
steam  navigation  project  226;  sleatn  navigation  project, 
rail  roads,  commerce  353 

Beet  root,  bread  made  of  the  96;  beet  root  sugar  16, 
256;  in  France  258 

Beirne,  Mr.  representative  94 

Belknap,  Chauncey,  death  of  272 

Bell,  Mr.  rep.  12;  on  the  Cumberland  road  13, 15,  28; 
W tnebago  resolution  29,31,  45;  call  for  information 
relative  to  Cherokees  60-2,  77;  on  the  bill  to  secure  the 
purity  of  elections  79;  again  ib.:  109,  lit),  142;  on  the 
127th  rule,  &c.  222;  appeal,  sustained  ib.:  171;  on  the 
sub-treasury  bill  255;  relative  to  the  Wtnebago  treaty 

271;  on  the  New  Jersey  question  334 


Bemis  and  the  fugitive  case  in  Penn.  166 

Benton,  Mr.  senator,  views  on  bankrupt  bill  24,  25, 
26;  memorial  against  paper  currency  as  a violation  of 
the  constitution,  ib.;  for  pre-emption  laws  26;  resolu- 
tion asking  for  information  relative  to  the  quantity  and 
price  paid  to  the  several  Indian  tribes  for  land,  &c. 
26;  ask  leave  to  report  a bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt 
45,  57-8,  75;  on  the  adjournment  resolution  76,  92, 
Florida  bill  93,  106;  report  on  fishing  bounties  107, 
122;  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  drawback  on  refined 
sugar  124,  140;  call  for  information  on  expenditures 
140;  on  the  currency  and  treasury  drafts  170,  171;  geo- 
logical 171;  on  the  bankrupt  bill  204;  251-2,  269;  on 
bounty  lands  283,  284,  29S,  299;  on  the  banks  of  the 
District  299,  329,  349 

Bequests,  to  the  Mass.  Lunatic  Asylum,  Mrs.  Ann 
Lee  to  various  charitable  objects  229;  Benj.  Bussey  ib.; 
Berrien’s  correspondence  with  gen.  Harrison  294 
Betts,  Mr.  Thaddeus,  senator  25;  his  death  announc- 
ed in  the  senate  93;  in  the  house  95 

Beverly,  population  of  228 

14, 15,  109,  125;  letter  of  resignation  199,  316,  319 
Bible  societies,'  twenty-fourth  anniversary  of  the 
American  200;  union  of  ttie  American  and  Philadel- 
phia societies  48;  young  men’s  of  New  York,  4S 

Biddle,  Mr.  rep.  on  the  Red  River  raft  appropriation 
Biddle,  N.  rumors  of  having  stopped  payment  3S4; 
lecture  404;  speech  at  the  tide  water  canal  celebration 

415 

Billaudeau  cabbage,  the  cabbage  tree  416 

Births  extra,  five  daughters  352 

Bissell’s  pneumatic  engine  64 

Black,  Mr.  rep.  47;  report  and  debate  on  printing  77, 
93-4,  110-11,  125,  163,175;  on  printing  189;  on  the  sub- 
treasury bill  255;  and  Mr.  Jenifer  284 

Black  Hawk’s  grave  robbed  by  the  whiles  44 

Bloodhounds,  petitions  against  using  10,  11,  36,  27, 
107,  171;  arrival  of  the  72;  prove  to  be  inefficient  137; 
items  respecting  the  operations  of  51;  committee  ask  to 
be  discharged  of  memorials  283 

Blue  book,  memorial  respecting  printing  the  77 

Boanerges,  appropriate  name  400 

Boat  fishermen  at  the  Bay  ofFundy  -376 

Bolivia — at  war  with  Peru  290 

Bonaparte,  members  of  the  family  in  London  50; 
duel  between  prince  Louis  and  count  de  Leon  96 
Bonaparte,  Lucien  death  of  370 

Bond,  Mr.  rep.  12,  47;  on  financial  subject,  ib.;  58; 
explanation  109;  on  committee  on  expenditures  110, 

223,  334 

Boston — commerce  and  revenue  of  100;  increase  of 
commerce  134;  rail  road  trade  146;  arrival  of  the  first 
of  Cunard’s  steamers  225;  population  228;  ancient  ar- 
tillery company  229;  duties  collected  at  238;  centennial 
anniversary  of  printing  at  292;  growth  of  304;  first  ar- 
rival of  the  new  line  of  steamers  321;  population  of,  ar- 
rivals and  clearances  341;  flattering  prospects  of  360 
Bosworth,  judge  acquitted  73 

Botts,  Mr.  30-1,  58-9,  61;  on  New  Jersey  case,  ib.; 
76,  111;  on  the  record  in  the  case  of  lieut.  Hooe  2S5, 
287,  330-2-3;  statement  on  the  New  Jersey  question  334 
Bounty  on  fish,  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Maine 
in  favor  of  continuing  the,  presented  106 

Bounty  lands  authorising  new  locations  of  108;  bill 
for  satisfying  claims  to,  for  services  during  the  late 
war  debated  188;  bill  referred  204;  resolutions  relative 
to  claims  for  283;  bill  reported  in  senate  315;  com- 
mittee discharged  319 

Boundary  line — see  northeast;  Mr.  Norvell’s  call  for 
information  44;  the  president’s  message  relative  to 
surveys,  &c.  46;  dispute  between  Illinois  and  Wiscon- 
sin respecting  their  73;  between  Texas  and  U.  States, 
difference  respecting  the.  99, 227;  see  Texas. 

Boyd,  Mr.  173 

Boz’s  madness  accounted  for  400 

Brandon  bank,  ex-officers  of  the  230 

Brattleborough  typographic  company’s  operations 

80 

Brazil — items  289 

Bread  of  beet  root  96 

Breadstuff's,  low  prices  of  in  the  west  128 

Breckenridge,  rev.  R.  J.  trial  for  libel  48,  64 

Bredin,  Mr.  speech  of  at  the  national  convention  151 
Brensmades  island,  newly  discovered  416 

Brewster,  Mr.  rep.  78 

Briggs,  Mr.  rep.  12, 13,  14,  27, 28,  29,  79,  94-5;  inqui- 
ry as  to  additonal  duties  95, 109;  on  public  expenditures 
ib,  110,  126;  on  printing  the  report  on  the  affray  142, 
172-4,  188-9,  206;  on  printing  190,  220,  223;  on  the  city 
bank  bill  300,330-1-2 

British  consul  and  municipality  of  N.  Orleans  274 

British  mint,  summary  of  the  proceedings  of,  for  the 
last  twenty-one  years,  presented  57 

British  Queen  steamer  1,  33,  80,  96,  177,  321 

Brock’s  monument  destroyed  144 

Brockway,  Mr.  rep.  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  223,319 
Broglie,  the  duke  de  33 

Brooklyn,  N.  J.  anniversary  at  343 

Brougham,  lord,  resumes  his  seat  in  parliament  257 

Brown,  Bedford,  senator  25;  resigns  his  seat  305,  308, 

347-8 

Brown,  Mr.  rep.  12,  171,  175 

Brown,  Mr-  of  Miss.  rep.  on  the  appropriation  hill  125 
Brown.  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  238; 
death  of  256;  death  announced  in  the  senate  268;  an- 
nouncement of  his  death  in  the  house  270;  proceed- 
ings thereon  271 

Brown,  Mr.  Aaron,  of  Tenn.  rep.  on  printing  the  N. 
Jersey  election  testimony  47,  58,  191 

Brownsville,  Pa.  population  336 
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Brace,  Robert,  the  sword  of  176 

Buchanan,  Mr.  senator  10, 24-5;  on  debts  of  the  states 
25-7;  remarks  on  Mr.  Davis’  speech  40;  Mr.  Davis’  re- 
ply 43,  75;  Mr.  Buchanan’s  reply  83;  Mr.  Davis’  reply 
87,  92;  bankrupt  memorial  93.  106-7;  report  on  the 
boundary  dispute  107.  123,  141,  171,  187,  204,  218,  251, 
270,  284;  on  the  N.  E.  question  298,  315;  on  the  district 
banks  327,  329;  on  the  city  banks  349 

Buchanan,  Mr.  governor  of  Liberia,  information  113 
Buenos  Ayres — reported  defeat  of  tire  army  of,  by  the 
Montevideans  50;  French  chambers  vote  appropriation 
to  carry  on  the  blockade  of  178;  notice  taken  in  con- 
gress of  the  blockade  316 

Buffalo,  population  416 

Bunker  Hill  monument,  fair  at  Quincy  hall  proposed 
358;  sum  required  to  finish  &c.  416 

Burke,  Mr.  rep.  79,  125,  143 

Burlington,  Iowa,  population  of  352 

Burning  mountain  in  Pennsylvania  291 

Burney,  in  England  352 

Bushel  measure,  law  regulating  the,  in  Indiana  52 
Bussey,  Benj.  liberal  bequests  229 

Butler,  Mr.  rep.  95,  142,  171 

Butler,  Mr.  of  Ky.  speech  at  the  V.  B.  national  con- 
vention 150-1,206,329 

Butler,  Vinton,  removed  from  office  259 

Buxton’s  remedy  for  the  slave  trade,  republished  320 
Bynum,  Mr.  rep.  28;  rencontre  126;  see  affray;  on 
the  affray  138-9 

Cabinet  making,  in  Paris  384 

Cabrera,  the  Spanish  general,  convalescent  33 

California — report  of  negotiation  for  ceding,  to  Britain, 
observations  thereon  2;  notice  of  “history  of,’’ &c.  pre- 
sent political  condition,  natural  advantages,  population, 
character,  productions  70;  trade  with  356;  seizure  &c. 
of  American  and  British  citizens  371 

Calhoun,  John  C.  senator  10,  11;  declaratory  resolu- 
tions relative  to  slavery  11, 25-6-7;  his  slavery  resolutions 
referred  45,  53;  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster  74; 
Cumberland  road  bill  76,  93;  relative  to  negroes  liberat- 
ed at  Bermuda  107-8;  speech  on  the  resolution  relative 
to  jurisdiction  over  vessels  137,  140,  171,  204,219,  269, 
293;- call  for  circulars  299,  314,  326,  329 

Calhoun,  Mr.  rep.  31,79,  110,141,143;  to  be  excused 
on  the  N.  Jersey  question  334 

Camaucha  Indians,  fight  at  San  Antonio  209;  the 
number  of  336 

Cameron,  Simon,  expelled  as  director  96 

Campbell,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  rep.  11,  12, 15,  27-8-9,  31,  45-6, 
58,  79,  94;  on  printing  report  on  the  affray  142;  address 
on  the  N.  Jersey  contested  election  119,  174;  resolution 
on  mileage  233;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  286,  331-2  3 
Campbell,  Mr.  of  Ten.  to  be  excused  on  the  N.  Jersey 
question  335 

Canadas — project  of  uniting  the  two  19;  official  com- 
munication relative  to  the  British  Drees  in  76,  80,  113; 
British  forces  in  129;  items  from  160-1 

Canada — 15th  reg’t.  en  route  for  England  227;  trade 
in  breaustufis  through  290;  emigration  of  Indians  to  305; 
the  governor  going  to  England,  population,  Living- 
ston Palmer’s  sentence  commuted;  meeting  respecting 
Brock’s  monument,  extraordinary  murder  and  suicide 
of  northern  explorers  354;  mail  regulations  356 

Canal,  memorial  asking  a survey  of  the  isthmus  of 
Darien  with  a view  of  constructing  a,  to  connect  the 
Atlantic  with  the  Pacific  5S;  the  Pennsylvania  64;  bill 
granting  lands  to  the  state  of  Michigan  to  aid  in  con- 
structing a,  around  the  fall  of  St.  Marie  passes  the  U.  S. 
senate  93;  opening  of  the  Tide  Water  96,  136;  commit- 
tee on  foreign  relations  ask  to  be  discharged  front  the 
memorial  respecting  a,  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
123;  bill  to  cede  the  Muscle  Shoal,  to  Alabama,  report- 
ed ib.;  tonnage  &c.  of  the  Erie  128;  new  tariff  of  tolls  on 
the  Pennsylvania  136;  receipts  of  the  Erie  144;  senate 
pass  the  bill  granting  lands  to  aid  in  constructing  a, 
round  the  fall  of  St.  Marie  169;  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York  in  favor  of  the  grant,  presented  169; 
enlargement  of  the  Erie  165;  notice  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  169;  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  166;  toll  of  trans- 
portation on  ib.;  the  Lake  Erie  and  Wabash  nearly 
completed  182;  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo,  commenced 
ib.;  New  Haven  and  Northampton  244;  application  of 
the  legislature  of  Michigan  for  money  to  make  a,  round 
the  falls  of  St.  Marie  219;  tolls  on  the  N.  York,  during 
May  229,  240;  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  279;  tolls  on  New  York,  reduced  277;  ani’t. 
ol  tolls  received  ib.;  bill  to  purchase  stock  for  the  U.  S. 
in  the  Louisville  aud  Portland,  laid  on  the  table  284; 
experimen  t of  a steamboat  on  a2S3;  the  commerce  of 
the,  in  Ohio  309;  the  cross  cut  ib.;  the  Penusylvania  343 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  population  of  400 

Cambals,  two  missionaries  eaten  by  New  Zealan- 
ders 130 

Canon,  Cochran’s  patent  64 

Canso,  official  notice  to  American  vessels  of  the  de- 
mand of  the  British,  of  light  duty  on  passing  the  streights 
of,  and  to  pay,  but  under  protest  denying  the  right  to 
demand  99 

Canton — see  China. 

Capital  punishment,  proposition  to  abolish  49:  abo- 
lished in  Connecticut  342 

Carburetted  hydrogen,  “setting  the  river  on  fire’’  414 
Carr,  Mr.  R.  171 

Carrier  pigeon,  a specimen  of  3S4 

Carroll,  gov.  Win.  elected  president  of  the  Van  Buren 
national  convention,  his  speech  148 

Carter,  Mr.  of  Ten.  331 

Carthagena,  revolutions  354 

Casey,  Mr.  rep.  on  the  Cumberland  road  13, 61-2,  208 
Castings,  bed  plate  of  an  engine  23S;  for  the  new  fri- 
B«to  334 


Casting  by  galvanism  304 

Catlin’s  gallery,  visited  in  London  38 

Catholic  council  of  bishops  assemble  at  Baltimore  181 
Celeste,  Madam,  returns  to  France  240 

Census — provisions  of  the  act  for  taking  the  163;  of 
the  towns  in  Massachusetts  339;  of  the  counties  360 

Centenary  of  printing  96 

Central  America — civil  war  in  81;  interesting  disco- 
veries of  antiquities  at  Quiraqus  2S9;  arrival  and  pro- 
gress of  Mr.  Stephens  338 

Centre  college,  Kentucky,  bill  granting  further  time  to 
dispose  of  lands  granted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum 
passed  299 

Channing,  Rev.  Dr.  resigns  192 

Chapman,  Mr.  representative,  27, 29, 78, 127, 143;  call 
upon  the  committee  on  the  Hooe  case  to  report  319, 330 
Charlestown,  Massachussetts,  population  2S8 

Charleston,  South  Carolina — made  a naval  station 
51;  fire  128;  banks  resume  specie  payments  336 

Charitable  contributions,  by  Samuel  Ward  80 

Chart  of  the  southern  coast,  debate  on  printing  271 
Charters,  Pennsylvania  law  authorising  courts  to 
grant,  to  benevolent  societies  244 

Chartered  companies,  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
to,  by  the  United  States  171 

Chatham,  Col.  Win.  death  of  416 

Cherokees — Mr.  Southard,  resolution  asking  for 
information  relative  to  the  arrangement  with  the, 

submitted  27;  adopted  44;  Mr.  Bell’s  call  for  information 
respecting  60;  communication  from  the  secretary  of 
war  in  compliance  76;  memorial  from  ti  portion  of  79 
Cherokee  warriors,  engaged  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  hill  granting  pensions  to  as  if  citizens  315 
Cherry  valley,  centennial  celebration  278 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal— memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington  against  surrendering  United  States 
stock  in,  to  the  slate  of  Maryland  27;  progress  of  the 
244;  election  278;  twelfth  annual  report  279;  J.  P.  Ingle 
resigns  as  clerk  308;  resolution  to  relinquish  stock  own- 
ed by  the  United  Stales  to  the  state  of  Maryland  314; 
items  314;  debate  on  the  resolution  to  cede  the  stock 
330;  passes  the  senate  330;  proceedings  in  the  house  350 
Chikasaws,  inquiry  relative  to  lands  ceded  by  the 

122,  230 

Chicago,  Illinois,  memorial  that,  be  made  a port  of 
entry,  presented  92 

Chili,  information  from  131 

China — British  vessels  compelled  to  come  up  to 
Wampoa  or  leave  the  country,  Elliot  orders  them  to 
Toung  Koo  hay,  report  of  an  affair  with  an  American 
frigate,  supposed  to  he  erroneous,  Chinese  persist 
in  suppressing  the  opium  trade,  foreign  trade  cut  off 
except  with  Americans  2;  further  intelligence  from  IS; 
British  preparations  for  war,  com.  Elliot’s  conduct  ap- 
proved 18;  inquiry  in  parliament  33;  conversation  iu 
congress  between  Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Pickens  rela- 
tive to  46;  proposition  of  the  British,  &c.  49;  trade  still 
carried  on  ib.;  report  that  trade  with  all  nations  had 
been  stopped,  which  is  questioned  50;  American  trade 
still  continued,  trade  threatened,  incidents  after  the 
battle  at  Bogue  ib.;  notice  of  a move  for  papers  relating 
to,  in  parliament  65;  trade  to  be  closed,  Americans  re- 
monstrate, Macoe  trade,  Fokun  soidiers  66;  conversa- 
tion in  parliament  respecting  81;  expedition  against 
from  England,  forces  employed  against,  Chinese  pre- 
parations 97;  the  governor  general  ol  India  in  the  name 
of  the  British  government  declares  war,  the  expedition 
to  rendezvous  at  Calcutta,  Americans  continue  their 
trade  98;  communication  relative  to  the  trade  with,  by 
Mr.  Lawrence  103;  items  113,  British  manufactories 
prohibited  even  in  American  vessels  130;  virtual  de- 
claration of  war  against,  by  Great  Britain  141;  proceed- 
ings in  England  against  the  original  offenders  in  the 
dispute  178;  rumor  relative  to  letters  of  marque  to 
French  merchants  ib.;  cost  of  the  war  with,  to  Great 
Britain  161;  opium  trade  carried  on  through  Manilla 
162;  Bible  operations  in  201;  items  from  209;  debate  on 
the  dispute  with,  in  parliament  225;  preparations  for  de- 
fence, decision  relative  to  com.  Elliott’s  opium  scrip, 
cholera  at  Bombay,  bank  at  Bombay,  Chinese  army 
226;  measures  of  resistance  258,  determine  to  resist  the 
British  2S9;  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the 
trade  with  300;  death  of  the  empress,  smuggling  opium, 
expedition  again  sail,  attempt  to  burn  shipping,  Ameri- 
cans alarmed  322;  direct  trade  between  i lie  D States 
and,  from  1821  to  1839,  tonnage  employed  333;  Mr.  Ste 
venson’s  note  to  the  British  minister  371;  items  387 
Chinn,  Mr.  representative,  relative  to  mails  27;  no- 
tice of  bill  to  abolish  the  Greensburg  land  district  53-9, 
127,  189,  207;  call  tor  information  respecting  the  post 
master  at  Baton  Rouge  220;  inquiry  238,  332 

Chittenden,  Mr.  representative  60,  78,  140;  speech 
at  Alexandria  268;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  286,  330 
Chivia,  opposition  to  the  Russian  invasion  113,  162 
Choctaw  reservations,  bill  engrossed  253 

Choctaw  treaty,  Mississippi  asking  for  claims  under 
the  1 1 

Chronometers,  report  on  the  cost  of  300 

Churches,  number  of  in  Philadelphia  291 

Cincinnati — census  item  304;  Win.  Green  elected 
mayor  of  347;  of  sugar  and  coffee  imported  into  240 
Circassians,  take  a Russian  fort  178 

City  trust  and  banking  company,  affairs  of  146 

Claims — Mississippi  asking  for,  under  the  Choctaw 
treaty  11;  report  of  the  committee  as  to  officers  of  the 
house  beinn;  engaged  in  prosecuting  of  private  59;  bill 
to  provide  tor  satisfying,  due  to  American  citizens  for 
spoliations  prior  to  1801,  reported  95;  bill  for  esta- 
blishing a board  of  commissioners  on,  reported  271;  the 
Crooks,  (or  the  Lord  Nelson  204 

Clarke,  lieut.  compliment  to,  and  declined  806 


Clarke  and  Force,  see  Documentary  History. 

Clay,  Henry— senator  25,  26;  on  the  subject  of  a 
duty  on  silk  26;  bloodhounds  ib.,  57;  bankrupt  law  57; 
memorial  from  “hardfisted’’  mechanics  and  agricultu- 
rists of  Stark  county,  Ohio  58;  other  memorials  ib.;  on 
the  Cumberland  road  bill  76,  92;  on  the  Seneca  treaty 
105,  106-7;  memorial  from  P.  George’s  county  for  a 
duty  on  silks  107,  108;  indisposed  122;  bankrupt  bill 
124, 140;  at  the  national  convention  158-9;  on  a new 
Missouri  land  office  187, 204;  on  the  memorial  of  the  late 
postmaster  at  Reynoldsburg  219;  on  the  bankrupt  bill 
236;  invitation  to  a dinner  at  Hanover,  Va.  240;  on  re- 
porters 252-3;  on  electing  reporters  269;  dinner  to,  at 
Hanover,  Va.  278,  298;  on  the  District  banks  299;  on 
the  right  to  change  the  rules  of  the  senate  299,  313-14; 
speecli  of  at  Fredericksburg  322;  notice  of  400 

_Clay,  Mr. — senator,  of  Alabama,  10,  11,  25,  26,  44, 
57,  75;  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill  ib.,  76,  92  3,  105, 
106-7;  bankrupt  law  123,  140;  at  the  Van  Buren  nation- 
al convention  150,  169,  187,  218;  motion  to  strike  banks 
out  of  the  bankrupt  bill  219,  237;  on  reporters  252  3, 
284;  on  the  rules  of  the  senate  299;  on  the  District  banks 
299,  313-14,  326-7,  329,  349 
Clayton,  Mr. — senator  5S;on  abolishing  certain  land 
offices  92,  106;  reports  a bankrupt  bill,  from  majority  of 
judiciary  committee  123,  bankrupt  bill  171,  213-4,  218 
Cleveland,  fire  at  391;  trade  at  231,  263,  346 

Clerks,  hill  to  continue  certain,  Indian  bureau  141-2 
Clerks  of  courts,  report  relative  to  the  compensation 
of,  received  47 

Clerk  of  the  house,  relative  to  franking  60 

Clergy,  address  of  the,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in 
behalf  of  the  colonization  society  291 

Clifford,  Mr. — representative  13,  14,  15,  28,  59,  61-2, 
79;  on  the  appropriation  bill  141-2;  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions relative  to  proceedings  on  the  sub-treasury  bill 
271;  resolution  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  285;  adopted 
296;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  " 287 

Clinch,  gen.  notice  of  176 

Clinton,  La.  population  of  352 

Clinton  and  Kalazama  canal,  commenced  182 

Cloth,  new  method  of  manufacturing  208 

Coal,  Pennsylvanian  bituminous  128,  1C6;  price  at 

Boston  288 

Coal  trade  on  the  Schuylkill  278 

Coal  company — see  Mount  Corbon,  4'C. 

Cochran’s  patent  canon  64;  exhibition  at  the  arse- 
nal 144 

Cod  fisheries,  historical  account  of  69;  failure  of  356 
Coffee  imported  into  Cincinnati  240 

Coinage,  statistics  of,  exports,  imports,  mint,  amount 
of  gold  in  England  178 

Coles,  Mr.  ’ 221 

Collector  of  customs,  resignation  of  Dr.  McCulloch, 
at  Baltimore  168 

Colored  population,  emigration  179 

Colonization,  decision  in  the  case  of  capt.  Ross  and 
his  daughters  will  192;  address  of  the  clergy  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  the  clergy  of  the  union,  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  resolutions  adopted  291 

Colquitt,  on  the  sub-tre  :sury  271 

Colt’s  improved  fire  arms,  proceedings  on  the  resolu- 
tion 313;  resolution  agieed  to  349 

Colt’s  patent  rifles  and  pistols,  ordered  for  the  Imaum 
of  Muscat  338 

Commerce,  bill  relative  to  bond  of  whale  fishermen 
reported  12;  bill  to  regulate  the  intercourse  with  Cayenne 
and  Guiana  26;  our  general  relations  of,  with  foreign 
countries  70;  of  Boston  100,  134;  in  Great  Britain  in 
1790  and  1837-8  129;  call  for  information  relative  to 
amount  of  imports,  &c.  since  formation  of  government 
141;  atN.  York  146;  the,  of  Africa  162;  of 'Philadelphia 
166;  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  167 

Commercial  relations  with  foreign  countries  133 

Commerce  and  navigation,  report  of  the  sec.  of  the 
treasury  on  the,  of  the  country  received  2S3;  annual 
report  of  the  treasury  department  on  300;  abstract  from 
the  annual  report  305 

Commercial  treaty  between  England  and  France  226 
Commissioner  of  pensions,  bill  to  continue  the  11; 
passed  the  senate  ib.;  notice  of  in  the  house  13;  consi- 
dered ib.;  communication  from  the  war  department 
relative  to  ib.;  proceedings  on  the  bill,  debate,  bill  pass- 
ed 14;  motion  to  reconsider  negatived  ib.;  may  be  con- 
sidered a law  99 

Committee,  debate  on  the  right  of  a,  to  reconsider  220 
Committee  of  the  whole,  rule  altered  so  as  not  to  re- 
quire a majority  of  the  house  to  form  a 222 

Complimentary  dinner  to  gen.  Van.  Rensselaer  362 
Complimentary  notice  of  the  assembly  of  New 
Foundland  112 

Compromise  act,  call  for  copies  of  all  the  circulars 
issued  since  the  passage  of  the  299 

Concord,  N.  IJ.  population  of  320 

Conference  committee  proposed  349 

Congress  of  nations,  memorials  asking  encourage- 
ment lor  a,  10 

Congressmen,  Mr.  Rayner  fined  for  assaulting  Mr. 
Montgomery  272;  death  of  S.  H.  Anderson  416 

Congressional,  contested  election  3d  district  Pa.  199; 
Mr.  Speaker  Hunter  declines  being  a candidate  311; 
candidates,  South  Carolina  230;  Georgia  230 

Connecticut — see  national  foundry,  election  96;  elec- 
tion returns  100;  fast  day  ib.;  second  centennial  anni- 
versary of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  114;  election 
return's  135;  legislature  meet  and  organize,  historical 
centennial  anniversary.  Dr.  Webster,  Mr.  Day’s  mas- 
querade fete  146;  gov.  Ellsworth’s  speech  194;  state  pri- 
son, rail  road  195;  J.  W.  Huntington  elected  U.  S.  sena- 
tor, notice  of  gov.  Ellsworth’s  message  164;  balloting  for 
U.  S.  senator,  bill  to  elect  justices  of  the  peace  by  the 
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sacolaSlO;  call  for  information  on  the  expenditures  on 
the  war  in,  debated,  passed  315;  conversation  on  the 
army  appropriation  bill  relative  to  317-8-9;  bill  for  en- 
listing volunteers  for  the  war  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
327;  passes  the  senate  328;  bill  authorising  additional 
forces  351;  forces  ordered  into  service  in,  various  allairs 
with  Indians  357;  the  army  now  in,  death  by  Indians 
382;  items  of  the  war  372;  disposition  of  the  forces^in 
388;  Indian  murders  391;  destruction  of  Indian  Key 
and  massacre  of  its  inhabitants  406;  excitement  at 
Tallahassee,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  governor  Reid, 
his  letter,  the  committee  407;  Florida,  Alabama  and 
Georgia  rail  road  company,  petition  of,  for  extension 
of  time  140 

Flour — [A  regular  weekly  report  of  prices  at  various 
places,  especially  when  variations  occur  and  of  all  inci- 
dents interesting  to  the  trade  in,  will  be  found  in  the 
Chronicle,  or  last  page  of  each  number  of  the  Register; 
more  detailed  accounts  of  the  markets  in  Europe,  will 
be  found  generally  on  the  first  page  of  each  number 
under  the  foreign  head.] — transportation  of,  between 
Pittsburg  and  New  York  32;  relative  to  the  trade  with 
England  in  72;  freight  of  80;  low  prices  of,  at  Pitts- 
burg 128;  immense  supplies  of,  exported  from  the  upper 
lakes  146;  exports  of,  from  Philadelphia  336;  great 
quantity  at  Detroit  169;  exports  of,  from  Philadelphia 
240;  prices  of,  at  various  places  272;  trade  via  Canada 
in  290;  the  millers  year  at  Baltimore  384 

Floyd,  colonel,  message  relative  to  the  removal  of  44 
Floyd,  Mr.  repre.  78;  on  the  sub-treasury  253;  ex- 
planation 286 

Foreign  relations — commercial,  countervailingduties, 
&c.  70;  arrival  of  presents  from  the  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, presents  to  the  imaum  of  Muscat  355 

Forgeries,  upon  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  160 

Forsyth,  Mr. — see  secretary  of  slate , his  address  in 
relation  to  the  vice  presidency  145 

Forsyth,  late  paymaster,  removed  100 

Forrest,  Mr.  tragedian,  liberality  128 

Fortification — at  Sollers’  point  131;  relative  to  scite 
for,  at  mouth  of  Mississippi  204;  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for,  passes  the  senate  350;  proceedings  on  the 
bill  in  the  house  351 

Fort  Meigs,  whig  convention  at  282 

Forts  and  fortifications,  inquiry  ordered  as  to  erect- 
ing at,  Detroit  and  other  western  ports  57 

Foundry,  see  national. 

Fox,  Mr.— minister  from  Great  Britain,  correspon- 
dence of  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  communicated  26;  corres- 
pondence 82;  correspondence  relative  to  the  boundary 

273 

Fox  and  Wiskonsin  rivers,  petitions  for  the-improve- 
ment  of  445 

France — king’s  speech  approved,  armaments,  cotton 
market,  raise  in  price  of  bread,  affairs  improving  at 
Algiers,  reply  to  the  king’s  speech,  reference  to  Algiers, 
marshal  Valee,  account  of  an  affair  with  Abdel  Kader 
1;  affray  at  Tois,  Guizot  appointed  embassador  to 
England,  grant  to  duke  of  Nemours,  various  items  18; 
movements  in  Algiers  19;  proceedings  on  the  bill  to  re- 
gulate intercourse  with  the  port  of  Cayenne  and  the 
French  Guiana  26;  still  without  a ministry,  relative  to 
forming  a cabinet,  minister  to  Morocco  33;  wa^es  of 
labor  in  40;  cause  of  resignation  of  ministers,  Thiers 
expected  to  be  appointed  50;  subscription  for  West  In- 
dia steamers,  items  ib.;  correspondence  between  ad- 
miral Baudin  and  commodore  Shubrick  communicated 
5S;  cabinet,  fire  at  Lille  65;  new  ministry,  markets  ib.; 
numerous  bankruptcies,  especially  of  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers, home  manufacturerssuffering,  carnival,  funds 
high,  United  States  bank  shares  improved,  dry  wea- 
ther, wheat,  flour,  cotton,  report  on  the  navy,  sailing 
vessels  of  war,  of  burden,  steam  vessels,  in  station, 
commissioned  in  port,  budget  demand  98-9;  squadron 
preparing  to  sail,  cotton  market,  corn  and  flour  113; 
numerous  failures  in  Paris,  statistical  notice  of  the 
industry  of,  population  of  Paris,  suffrage  130;  the  Ar- 
timese  frigate  at  the  Sandwich  Island  145;  marriage 
of  the  duke  de  Nemours,  mediation  between  England 
and  Sicilies,  duke  of  Orleans  arrives  in  Algiers,  opera- 
tions there,  corn  riots,  chambers  grant  appropriations 
to  blockade  Buenos  Ayres,  trade  at  Lyons  deplorable, 
take  possession  of  Minorca,  bank  of  England  repay, 
negotiation  relative  to  the  remains  of  Napoleon,  crops 
178;  rumors  relative  to  English  letters  of  marque 
against  China  ib.;  West  India  squadron  at  Pensacola 
180;  steamers  patronized,  cattle  affected  with  cocote, 
law,  battery,  duelling,  subterranean  village  161;  corres- 
pondence between  commodore  Shubrick  and  admiral 
Baudin  164;  tobacco  trade  201;  refunding  duties  to  the 
ship  Alexandre  204;  items  of  news  front,  cotton  and 
flour  markets,  imports  and  exports  of  grain  and  flour 
209;  measures  for  removal  of  the  remains  of  Napoleon, 
commercial  treaty  with  England  226;  relative  to  our 
trade  with  212;  the  expenses  of  353;  arrival  of  M.  de 
Bacourt,  minister  from  257;  project  for  steamers,  death 
of  Sydney  Smith,  failure  of  the  army  in  Algiers  ib.; 
return  of  marshal  Valee’s  expedition  from  Mount 
Atlas,  Bonaparte  subscription  abandoned,  the  remains 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  internal  improvements,  cotton 
market,  stocks,  operation  of  the  army  in  Algiers,  beet 
root  sugar  258;  various  items,  coffin  for  Napoleon,  &c. 
289;  M.  Louis  Adolphe  Amie  Fourier  de  Bacourt  en 
voy  extraordinary,  presents  his  credentials  from  290; 
the  French  exploring  expedition  reach  the  new  south- 
ern continent  ib ; Abdel  Kader’s  operations  against 
marshal  Valee  321;  money  affairs  ib.;  notice  taken  of 
the  blockade  of  the  La  Plata  in  congress  316;  depar 
ture  of  Mr.  Pageot,  secretary  of  legation  356;  price  of 
bread,  the  chambers,  a match  proposed,  sulphur  ques- 
tion, commercial  treaty'  with  England,  Algiers,  Tag- 


liona;  madam  Laffrage  370;  dissent  and  disaffection 
at  the  quadruple  alliance,  defensive  attitude  385-6; 
bank  of  400;  office  of  executioner  in  416 

Franking  privilege — Mr.  Garland’s  resolution  for 
inquiry  respecting  violations  of  the  60;  debate,  pro- 
ceedings, correspondence,  &c.  ib.;  select  committee 
of  inquiry  on  abuses  of  78;  abolished  in  England  123; 
garden  seeds  sent  under  144;  Mr.  Graham  from  N. 
Carolina  on  a fraud  in  the  335 

Frauds  on  the  revenue — conversation  relative  to  the 
bill  to  prevent  95;  petition  for  protection  from  110;  Mr. 
Pierce’s  resolution  relative  to,  practised  under  pretend- 
ed claims  for  revolutionary  services  1S8 

Frazier,  Mr.  at  the  V.  Buren  national  convention  147 
Frederick,  Maryland — population  of,  Van  Buren 
meeting  at  244;  census  of  308 

Free  banks,  in  New  York  statistics  of  164 

Free  negroes  and  slaves,  law  of  Maryland  relating 
to  230;  ordered  to  leave  Texas  337 

Freight,  of  flour  80 

French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  Maine  asking  congress  to  pay,  presented 

106 

Freshet,  in  Savanna  river  224;  in  Georgia  240 
French  indemnity,  amount,  distribution  132 

Friends — address  of  the  society  of,  to  queen  Victoria 
50;  memorial  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  204 
Fruit,  imported  into  England  368 

Fry,  Mrs.  on  the  prisons,  &c.  of  Belgium  162 

Fugitives — Georgia,  resolution  in  favor  of  a change 
of  the  constitution  so  as  to  authorise  district  judges  to 
deliver  up,  presented  27;  the  case  of  Bemis,  in  Penn- 
sylvania 166;  accused  of  kidnapping,  trial  193 

Fulton,  Mr.  senatorll,  58,314,  329;  bill  for  relief  of  the 
heirs  of,  made  the  special  order  141;  debate  on  the  re- 
port 236-7;  motion  to  reconsider  268 

Furs — arrival  of  272;  arrival  of  buffalo  robes  • 356 

Gadsden,  col.  James,  elected  president  of  Cincinnati 
rail  road  company  128 

Gaines,  maj.  gen. — -memorial  relative  to  a system  of 
national  defence  24;  decision  of  suit  100;  committee 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  his  memorial  326 
Galbraith,  Mr.  representative  59 

Galena,  Illinois,  population  320 

Gallaway,  Joseph,  revolutionary  reminiscence  344 
Garland,  Mr.  Rice — representative,  on  a point  of  or- 
der 12,  13,  14,  15,  27,  29,  30-1,  45-6,  60;  on  printing  77; 
on  the  treasuy  note  bill  ib.;  amendment  proposed  thereto 
ib.;  on  printing  93-4  110-11;  rencountre  126,  (see  affray ;1 
on  appropriation  142-3, 171-4,  on  the  affray  189,  190-1, 

172-5,  206,  332 

Garland,  Mr.  James — representative  from  Virginia 
125,  143;  at  Alexandria  268,  271;  complimentary  din- 
ner to  288 

Garland,  H.  A.  see  clerk  of  the  house;  memorial  of, 
relative  to  contracts  for  stationery,  lithography,  present- 
ed 125 

Gaston  and  Raleigh  rail  road,  carnival  on  opening 
the  263 

Gates,  Mr.  representative,  explanation  28,  78 

Gedney  channel,  new  survey  of  306 

Gehan,  Francis— bill  relative  to,  engrossed  253 
General  banking  law,  of  New  York  decided  to  be 
constitutional  100;  New  York  report  on,  165 

Gentry,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  representative,  on  the  election 
bill  94,191 

Georgia — resolution  of,  in  favor  of  amending  the  U. 
S.  constitution  so  as  to  authorise  judges  of  the  circuit 
courts  to  deliver  up  fugitives,  presented  27;  Augusta  city 
election  115;  memorial  for  mail  route  123;  topography, 
number  of  acres  of  land  in  each  county  169;  aid  de 
camps  ib.;  whig  meeting  at  Savannah  181;  tremendous 
freshet  in  Savannah  river  224;  electoral  candidates,  can- 
didates for  congress,  Georgia  rail  road  and  banking 
company  230;  freshet  240;  loss  by  freshet  245;  state 
debt,  candidates  for  congress,  Central  bank  279;  execu- 
tion of  five  negroes  309;  Van  Buren  state  convention, 
letter  from  presidenl  Van  Buren,  ex-president  Jackson 
and  Mr.  McDuffie  310;  Van  Buren  convention  at  In- 
dian Spring  407;  whig  convention  at  Macon  -408 
Georgia  rail  road,  items  416 

Georgia  rail  road  and  banking  company,  successful 
enterprise  230 

Geography,  extra  176 

Geological  report,  on  Iowa  237;  on  Maryland  230 
Geological  specimens,  inquiry  as  to  preserving  171 
Germany — wages  of  labor  in  40;  music  in  64;  official 
notices  of  tariff  of  currency  in  trade  with  67;  centenary 
of  printing  96;  immense  emigration  from  113 

Giddings,  Mr. — -of  Ohio,  representative,  78-9;  on  the 
appropriation  bill  110,  142;  inquiry  respecting  Amos 
Kendall  207;  on  lake  harbors  303 

Gillett,  Mr. — resolutions  at  the  Van  Buren  national 
convention  149 

Gilpin,  Mr.  representative  143 

Giraffe,  at  Flushing,  Ky.  384 

Girard’s  will,  claimants  361 

Glass,  in  London  176;  for  lighthouses  176 

Godfrey,  Thomas,  Indian  chief,  death  241 

Goode,  Mr.  representative  171;  amendment  to  the 
pre-emption  bill  205 

Gold,  discovered  in  Iowa  347 

Gold  mines,  product  of  thesoulhern  304 

Gold  and  silver,  production  of  320 

Gottingen  University  65 

Grade,  regulation  of,  in  the  navy  306 

Graham,  Mr. — representative  143;  hour  of  meeting 
172,  174;  on  a fraud  or  forgery  in  the  franking  privi- 
lege 335;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  287,  300 

Granger,  Mr.  representative  11,  28 

Gratiot,  gen.,  case  decided  against  145 


Graves,  Mr. — representative  13;  on  the  treasury  note 
bill  27,  28,  30-1;  inquires  relative  to  deposites  in  Mis- 
souri banks  47,  62,  77;  on  printing  93-4,  109,110-11, 
142-3;  at  the  national  convention  159,  172,  1SS,  190, 

2S5,  319 

Great  Britain — preparations  for  the  queen’s  mar- 
riage, O’Connel’s  expected  speech,  money  matters 
easier,  specie  expected,  cotton  market.  President  stea- 
mer, penny  postage  results,  difference  between  officitd 
and  real  value  of  exports  1;  report  of  a cession  of  Cali- 
fornia to,  and  remarks  thereon  2;  interference  in  the 
case  of  the  Amistad  3;  warlike  movements  in  Canada 
and  New  Brunswick  3;  marriage  of  queen  Victoria  17; 
illness  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  northeast  boundary 
17;  various  items  of  intelligence,  corn,  money,  cotton, 
tea,  allowance  to  prince  Albert,  his  title,  &c.  18;  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox  on  the 
boundary,  communicated  26;  project  of  cultivating 
cotton  in  the  East  Indies  32;  rumor  of  treaty  with  Rus- 
sia, affairs  with  China,  markets,  various  items,  mar- 
riage celebration  of  queen  Victoria  33;  affairs  with 
Persia  33;  tonnage  40;  proceedings  in  parliament,  navy 
estimates,  copy-right  bill  passed,  discontent  ascribed  to 
cheap  malt  liquors,  proposition  to  abolish  capital  punish- 
ment, appropriation  for  ordnance,  Birmingham  bank 
suspends,  the  banking  system,  convict  ship,  American 
packets,  President  steamer,  price  of  American  stocks, 
average  of  wheat,  proposition  to  China,  trade  still  car- 
ried on  with  China  49;  address  of  the  friends  to  queen 
Victoria  50;  items,  China,  northeast  boundary,  cotton 
market,  wheat,  gloom  in  the  money  market,  deficiency 
in  the  revenue,  stocks,  anxiously  waiting  for  news  from 
America,  flaxseed  65;  views  of,  on  California,  &c.  70; 
relating  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  71;  our  trade 
with,  &c.  72;  forces  in  Canada  76, 80;  U.  S.  bank  stock 
advancing,  other  American  securities  stationary,  corn 
and  cotton  markets,  conversation  in  parliament  relative 
to  China  81;  correspondence  relative  to  military  prepa- 
rations on  the  Canada  frontier  82;  northeastern  bounda- 
ry question  in  parliament,  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  Mr. 
Jaudon  about  to  return,  expedition  to  China,  corn  mar- 
ket, money  market,  affairs  in  China,  ship  Roman  run 
down,  great  imports  of  cotton,  foreign  exchange  97; 
slavers  captured  by  cruizers  99;  American  vessels  in- 
structed to  be  prepared  to  pay  a light  duty  to,  on  pass- 
ing strait  of  Canso,  but  to  protest  against  the  demand 
ib.;  Canada,  Chinese  affairs,  cotton,  corn  market  113; 
franking  privilege  abolished,  number  of  steam  engines 
in  128;  forces  in  Canada,  commerce  in  1790  and  1837-8, 
penny  postage,  great  increase  in  the  British  navy  129; 
manufactures  of  prohibited  in  China  130;  virtual  de- 
clarationof  war  against  China  145;  American  delegates 
to  the  anti-slavery  convention  145;  markets,  flour,  cot- 
ton, money,  reported  state  of  the  boundary  question, 
parliamentary  conversation  on  that  subject,  177;  dispute 
with  the  Sicilies,  proceedings  against  the  offenders  of 
China  178;  coinage  ib.;  cost  of  the  war  with  China  161; 
tobacco  trade  201;  hostilities  between  Naples  and  209; 
cotton  market,  money  market,  corn  market,  fire  in 
London,  conversation  in  parliament  on  the  northeast- 
ern boundary  question,  emigration  to  America,  affairs 
with  China,  fall  of  the  cliffs,  Fergus  O’Connel  225; 
commercial  treaty  wtth  France  226;  cotton  market, 
crops,  flour  and  wheat,  stocks,  lord  Brougham,  regency 
bill,  royal  donation,  complaint  to  viscount  Melbourne, 
prince  Albert  on  the  slave  trade,  the  Trafalgar  man  of 
war  257;  the  British  brig  Silksworth  released  and  fine 
remitted  by  the  president  274;  seizure  of  the  ship  Ar- 
gyle  275;  sulphur  question,  naval  preparations,  lord  Pal- 
merston and  the  Poles,  riot  at  Limerick,  money  market, 
corn  market  289:  preparations  on  the  northern  frontier 
298;  money  market,  exports  and  imports,  American 
funds,  corn  market,  cotton,  Edward  Oxford,  Canada 
government  bill  passed,  Wellington,  agricultural  society, 
post  office,  ribandism,  Fergus  O’Conner,  Sabbath,  Nel- 
son column,  professor  Espy,  Naples  indemnity,  tourna- 
ment dresses,  regency  bill  369;  items  370;  markets, 
Oxford’s  attempt  to  assassinate  the  queen,  speculations 
thereon,  “inteiesting  situation”  of  the  queen,  Courvoi- 
sier’s  trial,  trade  exceedingly  depressed,  bank  of  Eng- 
land 321;  exports  from  Liverpool  to  New  York  338; 
relative  to  rail  roads  in  352;  arrangement  of  foreign 
mails,  wheat  from  Ireland  353,  number  of  steamboats 
in  384;  conversation  in  parliament  on  the  quadruple 
alliance,  regency  bill,  defeat  of  the  bill  relative  to  capi- 
tal punishments,  and  of  the  Catholic  clergy  bill,  trade 
with  America  reviving,  fine  weather  and  prospect  of 
crops,  harvest  commenced  385;  money  market,  price  of 
American  stocks,  northeastern  boundary  question  3S6; 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  speech  at  the  royal  agricultural  dinner, 
the  boundary  question  402 

Great  Western  steamer — arrival  17,  145;  leaves  New 
York  full  of  passengers  160  arrival  of  the  278 

Greece — great  distress  for  want  of  provisions  178; 
treaty  with  the  porte  rejected  370 

Green  Bay,  petition  for  improvement  and  for  port  of 
entry  44,  45 

Grenough,  Mr.,  sculptor  in  Italy  43 

Griffin,  Mr.  _ 190 

Grindstone  quarry,  in  Ohio  200 

Grinnell,  Mr.  representative  59 

Grundy,  Mr. — senator  10,  11,  on  state  debts  24,  25, 
26,  27,  44,  57,  92,  107,  123;  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolu- 
tion relative  to  jurisdiction  over  vessels  140;  at  the  Van 
Buren  national  convention  147,  284,  298,  314,  326;  on 
the  District  banks  327,  329 

Guiana,  items  from  289 

Gulph  of  Mexico — respecting  an  appropriation  for  a 
survey  of  the,  349:  on  receding  from  amendment  349 
Gunnery,  Berchon’s  improvement  in  320 

I Gurney,  Joseph  J.  returns  to  England  320 
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Habersham.  Mr.  rep.  resolution  respecting  map  12, 
13;  asks  to  have  his  vote  recorded  31,  59,  61,  143,  173, 
271;  illness  of  36S 

Hagerstown,  Md.  census  of  303 

Hale,  capt.  L.  appropriation  for  a monument  to,  pro- 
posed 319 

Hall,  Mr.  rep.  73, 125:  on  expenditures  128,  141 
Hamburg,  Ga.  inundated  224 

Hamilton,  maj.  return  from  the  west  241 

Hand,  Mr.  rep.  78;  northern  frontier  95;  debate  there- 
on 103,  142;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  236 

Harbors — see  Port  Sheldon:  memorial  for  a,  at  Mi- 
chigan city  53;  report  received  relative  to  a,  at  Racine 
on  lake  Michigan  73;  bill  for  constructing  a,  on  lake 
Michigan  reported  123;  names  of  certain  137;  petition 
for  a winter,  in  the  Delaware  187:  petition  for  the  im- 
provement of  the,  of  Provincetown  213;  bill  for  the  con- 
s ruction  of  certain,  in  Wiskonsin  territory  reported  223; 
memorials  from  Milwaukie  for  269;  on  preserving  the, 
on  the  lakes  303;  at  Grand  river,  Ohio  3 17;  Floridu318; 
debate  resumed  319 

Hard  times,  curious  illustrations  of  144 

Harney,  col.  report  of  excursion  of  260 

Harrisburg,  population  of  233 

Harrison,  gen.  W.  H.  correspondence  with  Joseph 
L.  Williams  246;  letter  to  Mr.  Lyons  246-7;  speech  at 
Columbus  265;  letter  of,  re-endorsing  his  Vincennes 
speech  231;  correspondence  with  the  whig  membersol 
the  New  York  legislature  294;  with  Mr.  Berrian  ib.; 
speech  at  Fort  Grenville  396,  letter  relative  to  emigrants 
397;  correspondence  between  Daniel  Webster  and 
gen.  Miller  respecting  310;  reply  to  the  invitation  to  the 
Van  Ransselaer  dinner  311;  family  affliction  of  406 
Hartford,  Conn,  population  of  336 

Hartford  and  New  Haven  rail  road,  summary  of  the 
annual  report  of  229 

Harper’s  Ferry,  communication  respection  appropri- 
ation for  the  works  at  317 

Harvest,  abundant  crop  283 

Harvesting  30 1 

Hastings,  Mr.  representative  79 

Hastings,  Mr.  rep.  of  Ohio  284 

Hats,  memorial  of  hatters  &c.  for  a duty  on  silk  and 
fur  hats  presented  141;  relative  to  the  duty  on  275 

Hatters  petition  for  duty  on  hats  138;  application  of, 
for  protective  duty  356 

Hawes,  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  300:  to  be  excused  on 
tire  New  Jersey  question  335 

Hayli—  petition  for  redress  for  sequestered  property  111 
the  committee  discharged  thereof  5S;  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Beaver  and  Mercer  counties,  Penn,  that,  be 
recognised,  presented  53 

Hemp,  in  Missouri  309 

Henderson,  Mr.  senator  10,  11,  21;  Chickasaw  lands 
26,  53,  75,  92;  on  the  Seneca  treaty  105-6-7,  171,  187, 
204-5,  283,  299,  313-14,  349 
Hill,  Mr.  of  N.  H.  speech  at  the  V.  B.  national  con- 
vention 150 

Hill  Mr.  of  Va.  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  286;  to  be  ex- 
cused on  the  N.  Jersey  question  334 

Hillen,  Mr.  rep.  79,  126;  reports  the  pilot  law  207;  de- 
bate ib.:  point  of  order  220 

History  of  North  Carolina  163 

Hoffman,  Mr.  rep.  13;  on  the  office  of  commissioner 
of  pensions  14,  29,  59,  61-2,  142,  174,  222,  239,  285;  on 
the  rule  relative  to  committee  of  the  whole  287,  330 
Holland — claim  to  property  in  130;  tobacco  trade  201 
Holleman,  Mr.  rep.  12,  23-9,  59;  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill  271 

Holmes,  Mr.  rep.  61;  on  the  collection  of  duties  174  5 
Holt’s  rifles,  conversation  in  congress  respecting  317 
flooe,  lieut.  proceedings  on  the  communication  from  i 
the  department  relative  to  the  trial  of  235;  proceedings 
on  disposing  of  the  report  236;  motion  to  resume  tne 
consideration,  proceedings  thereon  236-7;  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  referred  287;  Mr.  Chapman’s  resolution; 
calling  upon  the  committee  to  report,  proceedings  on 
319;  president  Van  Buren’s  letter  respecting  408 

Hopkins,  Mr.  rep.  27,  59,  62,  73;  relative  to  gen.  Scott 
127;  on  expenditures  110,  271;  reply  to  Jenifer  234-5 
Hospital,  bill  to  auherise  the  erection  of  a,  in  the  ci  y 
of  Washington  laid  on  the  table  233 

House  of  representatives,  proceedings  of  the  11,  27, 
47;  extraordinary  proceedings  and  session  of  twenty- 
mne  hours  49;  affray  in  129;  nativity  of  the  members  of 
, 128 

Houston,  gen.  Sam’l.  on  dit  192 

Howard,  Mr.  of  In,  rep.  77-8,  143;  speech  at  the  V. 
J3.  national  convention  149,  151,  223;  leave  of  absence 

253 

Howard  institution,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  204;  de- 
bate resumed,  bill  passed  the  senate  205 

Howe,  gen.  A.  captain  of  the  ancient  artillery  com- 
pany of  Boston  229 

Hubbard,  Mr.  r,ep,  14,  26,  44,  60,  74;  speech  on  the 
treasury  note  bill  83,  93,  .105,  109,  122;  on  drawbacks 
124, 140,  141,  143,  223,  270,  271. 234,  on  the  sub-treasu- 
ry bill  286,  293;  on  the  city  banks  299.  314-15,  329 
Hubbard,  Mr. senator  170,  183, 190,204;oa  the  bank- 
rupt law  ib.,  207,  218;  against  the  Fulton  claim  237 

Hudson  coura’y  in  New  Jersey,  created  3 

Hudson  river  an  appropriation  proposed  to  continue 
the  public  works  on,  and  rejected  329 

Hu1!,  commodore,  affairs  on  board  the  Ohio  3 

Humes  Mr.  of  Ten,  speech  at  the  whig  national  con- 
vention ]57 

Hunt,  Mr.  rep.  of  N.  Y.  172;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill 
223;  on  the  Florida  occupation  bill  ' 221,  313 

Hunter,  R.  M- T.  speaker,  declines  re-election  311 
Hunter,  lieut.  bill  to  provide  steam  vessels  on  the 
plan  proposed  by,  reported  296 
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Huntington,  Mr.  .T.  W.  elected  U.  S.  senator  164; 
ballotings,  180;  qualifies  219,  269,  270,  284,  293;  on  the 
bill  relative  to  duties  299,  314,326,  329 

Hurricane,  at  Pondicherry  162 

Ice  trade  171;  duty  demanded  on  320 

Ice  water,  a new  trade  288 

Illinois — boundary  disputed  7;  scrip  issued  136; 
Springfield  incorporated  and  elections,  movement  of 
the  northern  borderers  to  be  included  in  Wisconsin  169; 
Van  Buren  convention  at  Springfield  declined  231;  let- 
ter relative  to  the  debt  of,  &c.  245;  whig  convention  at 
Springfield  263;  bill  granting  land  for  schools  in,  passes 
the  senate  299;  sale  of  public  lands  306;  young  men’s 
whig  convention  at  Springfield  309;  president  Malcolm, 
s’aie  bonds,  legal  decision  that  aliens  have  not  the  right 
to  vote  347;  election,  cruelty  to  the  Mormons  374-5; 
crops  334;  election,  riot  at  Lockport,  state  bonds  391 

Impeachment,  judge  Bostworth— acquitted  73 

Imports,  call  tor  information  relative  to  the  amount 
of  141 

Importations — of  dry  good  packages  16;  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s call  for  reppit  of  349;  of  corn  from  Africa  416 
Imprisonment  for  debt — bill  to  abolish  in  Louisiana 
4;  proceedings  on  bill  relative  to,,  in  certain  cases  26; 
supplement  reported  27;  act  abolishing  in  New  York 
135;  supplement  to  the  bill  abolishing,  reported  270; 
passes  senate  283 

Imprisonment  for  debt  and  crimes,  in  Mass.  72 

Independence,  U.  S.  ship,  arr.  from  Rio  Janeiro  72 
India,  Bible  operations  in  201 

Indiana — law  regulating  the  bushel  measure  52;  me- 
morial relating  to  public  lands  m 78:  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of,  relative  to  the  Maine  boundary,  present- 
ed 106;  bill  relating  to  certain  lands  granted  for  canal, 
&c.  passed  10J;  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  state  stocks 
in  Europe  169;  E.  A.  Hanegan  nominated  i.i  place  of 
Mr.  Howard  for  congress,  preparations  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  battle  at  Tippecanoe  182;  petition  from,  for 
a reduction  of  salaries  and  per  diem  214;  inquiry  as  to 
the  reserved  lands  of  the  Miami  Indians  328;  whig  as- 
semblage at  Tippecanoe  battle  ground  231;  bill  relative 
to  Indian  reservations,  engrossed  237;  candidates  for 
congress  279;  address  of  the  Tippecanoe  battle  ground 
convention  281;  land  bill,  report  on  the  senate  amend- 
ments 319;  manual  labor  colleges  and  schools  in  347; 
election  returns  374;  elections  391 

Indians — resolution  for  inquiring  the  quantity  of,  and 
price  paid  for  lands  obtained  of  the  several  tribes  of, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Benton  26;  adopted  27;  bill  for  pay- 
ment of  damages  sustained  in  the  wars  with  26;  pro- 
ceedings thereon  44;  postponed  45;  the  grave  of  Black 
Hawk  robbed  by  the  whites  43;  inquiry  ordered  as  to 
indemnifying  certain  citizens  oi  Missouri  for  damages 
sustained  by  57;  report  relative  to  proceedings  under  the 
treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes,  communicated  76;  treaty 
with  the  Seneca  Indians  ratified  80;  executive  proceed- 
ings in  the  IJ.  S.  senate  thereon  103;  ratification  of,  con- 
firmed 10.5-6;  depredations  by  a band  of  the  Iowas  and 
Ottowas  136;  letter  from  the  secretary  of  treasury  rela- 
tive to  the  accounts  of  persons  entrusted  with  disburse- 
ments to  the,  communicated  106;  resolution  for  an 
appropriation  to  extinguish  title  of,  to  lands  in  Michi- 
gan proposed  106;  petition  for  a superintendency  of 
affairs  of,  in  Missouri  140;  petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri for  remuneration  for  horses  stolen  by  140;  rumor 
of  war  with  the  Ottoes  and  Iowas  146;  a family  at  St. 
Louis  231;  major  Hamilton  and  the  O una’s  241;  Oma- 
has  chief  259;  report  of  emigration  of,  to  Canada  305; 
inquiry  as  to  Miami  Indians  in  Indiana  323;  the  number 
of  the  Camanches  336;  Godfrey  241;  expected  battle  be- 
tween die  Sioux  and  Chippewas,  talk  between  the  S ics 
and  Foxes  and  Winnebagoes  356;  see  Cherokees,  Flo- 
rida, Winnebagoes,  Camanches. 

Indian  affairs — report  of  the  secretary  of  war  relative 
to  139;  reference  of  _ 223 

Indian  annuities — Mr.  Rariden’s  call  for  information 
relative  to  payment  of  certain  95;  report  from  the  2J 
auditor  received  109 

Indian  bill,  debate  on  the  350;  bill  amended  and 
passed  i6.;  debate  on  335 

Indian  character,  Mickenoek,  the  Ottawas  chief  414 
Indian  department,  comparative  view  of  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  last  four  years  in  the  81 

Indian  frontier,  apprehension  of  difficulties  with  the 
Winnebagoes  416 

Indian  Key,  destroyed,  and  inhabitants  killed  by 
Indians  406 

Indian  lands,  relative  to  the  purchase  of,  since  the 
establishment  of  the  government  349 

Ingersoli,  Charles  J. — receipt  for  his  witnesses  per 
diem  351;  nominated  for  congress  390 

Insolvont  debtors — bill  reported  for  relief  of  11,  203; 
debate  resumed  205 

Insolvent  law  of  the  U.  S.  continued  in  foree  for  three 
years  320 

Inspections,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  167 

Insurance,  a married  woman  authorised  to  make,  on 
her  husband's  life  164 

Internal  improvements— bill  reported  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania  51;  in  Michigan  73;  bill  granting 
lands  to  the  state  of  Michigan  to  aid  in  constructing  a 
canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie,  passes  the  U,  S. 
senate  93;  bill  making  grants  of  public  lands  to  certain 
states  for  purposes  of,  debated  163;  aid  to,  by  the  New 
York  legislature  135;  bill  passed  by  the  New  Vork  le- 
gislature appropriating  $4,006,000161;  Cataragus  creek 
ib.-,  Erie  canal  enlargement  165,  the,  of  Pennyslvania 
166;  York  and  WrigTitsville  rail  road  167;  on  the  Mo- 
nongahala  278;  debt  of  the  state  of  Kentucky  for  316; 
correspondence  with  pres.  Van  Buren  respecting  393  ! 


Inventions — Bissell’s  pneumatic  engine  64;  Cock- 
ran’s  patent  cannon  ib.;  VVilkin’s  air  cannon  128;  Mig- 
hill’s  patent  fire  arms  237;  in  engraving  240 

Iowa — land  sales  in  73;  bill  relative  to  post  route  in 
78;  bill  granting  two  townships  of  public  lauds  to,  for  a 
university,  reported  favorably  on  107;  committee  ask  to 
lie  discharged  from  memorial  for  an  exchange  of  lands 
123;  public  land  sale  at  Burlington  131;  state  temper- 
ance society  136;  expedition  of  a colony  to  from  Ohio 
182;  geological  report  on,  communicated  237;  Indian 
titles  283;  bill  granting  two  sections  of  land  for  the  uni- 
versity in,  passes  the  senate  299;  sale  of  public  lands 
306;  bill  granting  two  townships  to,  returned  with 
amendments  which  are  agreed  to  316;  gold  discovered 
in  347;  president  of  the  council  369;  a conflict,  candidates 

375 

Ireland — St.  Patrick’s  day,  temperance  144;  emigra- 
tion to  the  United  States  225;  temperance  cause  240; 
wiieat  supplied  to  England,  crime  in  Dublin  353 
Iron  manufacture,  increase  of  242 

Iron  steamboats — the  Valley  Forge  16;  New  Jersey 
107;  the  bill  passed  107-8 

Iron  tiller  ropes,  on  steamboats  128 

Isthmus  of  Darien,  memorial  asking  fora  survey  of 
a route  for  a ship  canal  across  the  58 

Italy,  tobacco  trade  201 

Jackson,  ex-president,  reply  to  the  invitation  of  the 
Van  Buren  members  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio  246;  re- 
iterated approval  of  Van  Buren’s  administration  281; 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Nashville  Union  293;  visit  304; 
letter  to  the  Georgia  V.  B.  convention  310 

Jamaica,  items  of  information  from  99 

James,  Mr.  rep.  78-9,  285;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  286 
Jameson,  Mr.  rep.  of  Missouri  127,  206;  on  mileage 

238,  332 

Jaudon,  Mr.  and  Barings 72;  return  from  London  97 
Java,  commercial  news,  banks,  &c.  2 

Jefferson,  meeting  of  the  people  of  Albemarle  to  vin- 
dicate the  character  of  392 

Jenifer,  Mr.  rep.  31,  45;  on  printing  the  report  on  the 
N.  Jersey  election  46-7;  resolution  that  the  claimants 
postpone  ib.,  79, 124;  conversation  with  Mr.  Brown  125; 
tobacco  documents  142;  appropriations  142,  174;  on  the 
affray  189;  speech  at  the  tobacco  convention  203,  206; 
on  the  sub-treasury  bill  271;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
point  of  order  234-5;  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  287;  on  (tie  District  bank  bill  303 

Jews,  a Hamburg  on  dit  144;  at  Damascus  226;  libe- 
rality of,  in  Prussia  162;  meeting  of,  at  New  York  400; 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  reply  to  the  London  meetings  338 
Johnson,  col.  R.  M. — see  vice  president:  his  letter  rela- 
tive to  being  a candidate  4;  letter  of,  to  Lewis  Tappan 
on  refusing  to  present  a petition  100;  letter  to  the  na- 
tional convention  150;  nominated  by  the  Van  Buren 
convention  of  Michigan  347;  letter  to  the  Trenton  com- 
mittee 292 

Johnson,  Mr.  Cave,  rep.  11,  12,  14,23-9,  172,  239 
Johnson  Mr.  rep.  of  Va.  report  on  accounts  111;  on 
stationary  124 

Johnson,  Mr.  rep.  of  N.  Y.  relative  to  stationary  15; 
counter  report  on  accounts  111,  124 

Johnson,  W.  Cost,  rep.  13,  15,  27-8,  47;  proposes  a 
bill  as  a substitute  for  the  sub-treasury  bill  124-5,  143; 
education  convention  173;  on  the  affray  189, 205;  call  for 
information  as  to  cost  ot  building  U.  S.  vessels  205, 
215,  223;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  285, 287;  on  recharter- 
ing the  city  banks  300;  on  Florida  war  expenditures 
315;  to  be  excused  on  the  New  Jersey  ques’ion  335 
Johonnet,  Mrs.  Martha,  charitable  devise  229 

Joint  resolutions  passed  1st  sess.  of  26th  congress  349 
Jones,  Mr.  rep.  11,  12,  13;  on  the  office  of  com.  of 
pensions  14;  on  the  treasury  note  bill  27,  31,  45-6,  59, 
60-1-2-3;  debate  resumed  77;  bill  passed  by  yeas  and 
nays  ib.;  reports  the  senate’ssub-lreasury  b;l!  without 
amendment  76  7,  91;  frauds  on  the  revenue  bill  95, 109, 
110;  on  expenditures  110,  111,  141-2-3;  appropriation 
b.ll  172,  220,  223,  on  Raymond’s  political  economy  285, 
316,  318-19,  330,  332, 150 
Jones,  Win.  D.  consul  at  Mexico,  relative  to  com- 
pensation 24 

Journal  of  the  Frankl  n institute  Pa.  240 

Journal,  the  house  refuse  to  amend  the  330 

Judges,  U.  S.  courts,  exhonerating  McLane  210;  Phi- 
lemon Dickenson  appointed  303 

Judiciary  system,  amendment  to  the,  reported  by 
Mr.  Smith  of  In.  45;  debate,  ordered  to  he  engrossed 
141;  a supple  nentary  bill  debated  ib.:  additionafaet  for 
establishing  the,  reported  271 

Jurisdiction  over  vessels,  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolution 
and  speech  on  137 

Juries,  bill  in  regard  to  summoning,  reported  270 
Justices  of  the  peace,  bill  for  electing,  by  the  people 
rejected  in  Connecticut  180 

Jutnilla,  the  island  of  276 

Keim,  Mr.  rep.  61;  appropriation  bill  125,  126  330-1 
Kelly,  Alfred,  speech  at  Utica  408 

Kemble,  Mr.  representative  95,  142.  330 

Kenjpshall,  Mr.  representative  73 

Kendall,  Amos,  resignation,  address  163;  inquiry  re- 
specting, proposed  207 

Kensington,  riots  at  36 j 

Kentucky— bill  proposing  to  restore  the  bank  char  er 
4;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  dissenting  to  the  pro- 
position to  cede  the  public  lands,  &c.  presented  53;  bill 
to  allow  time  to  Centre  college  to  sell  certain  lands  107; 
resolution  relatiye  to  certain  arms  ih.:  necessity  of  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  115;  bankof  200;  medi- 
cal university,  candidates,  Paroquet  springs  309;  return 
of  arms  to  313:  internal  improvement  debt,  gov.  Wick- 
liffe’s  letter  346;  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  election 
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374;  rev.  R.  Davidson  president  of  Transylvania  uni- 
versity, election  results  391;  congressional  candidate, 
extra  session,  governor's  message,  election  returns 
members  elected  405-6 

Khiva — Russians  defeated,  English  intimations  178; 
report  of  the  submission  of  322 

Kidnapping,  trial  of  a case  connected  with  193;  kid 
nappers  caught  272 

King,  Mr.  senator  of  Ala.  11, 25-6, 44,  57,  92-3, 107-8, 
122;  on  Mr.  Calhoun’sjurisdiction  resolution  140, 1S7  8, 
204, 218, 251;  on  reporters  269;  president  pro  tern,  of  the 
senate  29S;  vote  of  approbation  to  350;  declines  being  a 
candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  337 

King,  Mr.  of  Georgia,  rep.  on  the  treasury  note  bill 
47;  resolution  proposing  inquiry  respecting  negotiation 
for  sale  of  treasury  notes,  &c  to  banks  60;  vote  on  trea- 
sury note  bill  78,  204;  at  Alexandria  268 

King,  Mrs.  Harriet,  death  of  368 

Kingsbury,  Mr.  speaker,  of  the  senate  of  Pa.  166 
Kirkland,  rev.  Dr.  death  and  biographical  notice  of 

144 

Knight,  Mr.  senator,  25;  on  the  dutv  on  umbrella’s 
&c.  27,  92,  106,  179,  204,' 218,  314,  328-9 

Kyanising,  inquiry  ordered  as  to  the  use  of  57;  re- 
port received  123 

Lace,  worn  by  Victoria  48 

Lake  Erie — singular  phenomenon  272 

Lake  Erie  and  Wabash  canal,  nearly  completed  182 
Lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain — resolution  inquiring 
as  to  granting  land  to  aid  in  constructing  a rail  road 
between  171 

Lake  Superior  Fishing  and  Mining  company  of  Mi- 
chigan, memorial  of,  to  be  allowed  to  work  mineral 
lands,  &c.  107 

Lakes — trade  on  the  96;  sixteen  steamboats  laid  up 
on  the  lake  320 

Lancaster,  lighting  with  gass  416 

Lands — report  of  appropriations  for  survey  of,  in 
Louisiana,  communicated  76;  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana,  relative  to  the,  appropriated  for 
schools,  presented  93;  certain,  granted  to  the  state  of 
Michigan,  to  aid  in  constructing  a canal  around  the 
falls  of  St.  Marie  93;  bill  passed  141;  passes  relative 
to  the  16;h  section  of  school  lands  93;  bill  granting,  to 
the  New  Albany  and  Mount  Carmel  rail  road  com- 
pany on  a credit,  debated  169;  bill  authorising  the  states 
to  tax  any,  within  their  limits,  debated  204;  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  Salt  Lick  reservation,  Tennessee  204;  school 
lands  of  Louisiana,  pre-emption  rights  in  Arkansas 
ib.;  petition  for,  for  improvement  of  Rock  river  205;  bill 
for  adjustment  of  titles  of,  in  Detroit  ib  ; debate  on  the 
bill  authorising  states  to  tax  any,  sold  within  their  li- 
mits 218;  notice  of  frauds  by  Mr.  Anderson  220;  bill 
to  tax,  &.C.  engrossed  237;  bill  fixing  minimum  price 
of,  acquired  by  Miami  treaty  laid  upon  the  table  283; 
bill  granting  a section  of,  to  each  state  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  laid  on  the  table  ib.;  peti- 
tion of  the  Polish  exiles  relative  to  ib.;  see  bounty  lands; 
see  public  lands. 

Land  claims,  proceedings  on  the  bill  relative  to  try- 
ing validity  of,  &c.  106 

Land  district — notice  of  a bill  to  abolish  the  Greens- 
burg,  &c.  58;  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
relative  to  omission  to  issue  petitions  in  said  district, 
communicated  76;  bill  creating  a new,  in  Missouri, 
passed  10S 

Land  offices,  bill  to  abolish  the  offices  of  surveyor 
general,  in  certain  cases,  for  abolishing  land  offices,  and 
offices  of  solicitor  general  discussed  45;  again  92;  ab- 
stract from  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office  69;  debate  on  the  bill  to  create 
a new  one  in  Michigan  187 

Land  titles  in  Detroit,  papers  relating  to  140 

Langtree,  Mr.  see  stationary. 

Langtree  & O’Sullivan— debate  on  a resolution, 

which  is  recommitted  270 

Lapoute,  light  house  light  170 

Laughlin,  Mr. — notices  of  the  death  of  163;  reward 
offered  for  the  murderer  229 

Law  cases,  &c. — trial  of  rev.  R.  J.  Breckenridge  for 
libel  48;  decision  in  favor  of  Simpson’s  patent  for  curves 
in  rail  roads  ib.;  decision  relative  to  slaves  in  Missis- 
sippi 73;  judge  Bosworth  acquitted  ib.;  decision  on 
travelling  on  Sunday  96;  case  decided  against  general 
Gratiot  145;  Montell  acquitted  ib  ; decision  in  the  case 
of  the  Amistad  160;  in  Mrs.  Gaines’ suit  ib.;  case  of 
fugatives  accused  of  kidnapping  193;  decision  as  to 
a married  woman’s  note  160;  trials  for  duelling  in 
France  161;  two  courses  of  lectures  on,  at  Paris  ib.; 
Mackenzie  convicted  fora  breach  of neutrality  ) 63; pilot 
law  ib.;  authorising  married  women  to  insure  their 
husband’s  lives,  passed  by  New  York  161;  Bem  s and 
the  fugitives  166;  Cooper  vs.  Benjamin  192;  the  will 
of  captain  Ross.  &c.  confirmed  ib.;  Stro'im  vs.  United 
States,  detained  on  charge  of  being  a slaver,  chief  jus- 
tice Taney’s  decision  212;  judge  Story  on  the  seizure 
case  241;  conviction  for  conspiracy  273;  Thayer  vs. 
United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania  291;  decision  and 
appeal  on  suit  against  the ' United  States  bank  306; 
Real  Estate  bank  of  Alabama  decided  to  be  constitu- 
tional 309;  decision  respecting  banks  in  Mississippi 
ib.;  verdict  against  the  steamboat  Warrenton  for  hav- 
ing no  license  347 

Law  of  nations,  relative  to  jurisdiction  over  vessels. 
Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolution  and  speech  137 

Laws,  constitution,  &c.  bill  to  publ'sh  a stereotyped 
edition  of,  considered  313;  proceedings  on,  rejected  314 
Lawrence,  Mr.  Abbo' — rep.  15,  ice  trade  108 

Leadbetter,  Mr. — representative  23,  316 

Lead  mines,  bill  to  authorise  the  sale  of  the,  &c.  passes 
the  senate  103 


Lebanon,  Pa.  population  283 

Lee,  Mrs.  Ann,  benificent  bequests  229 

Leech  trade  256 

Leet,  Mr. — representative  30;  on  printing  111.  124, 
125;  on  expenditures  126  7,  143,  223 

Legal  decisions — that  the  general  banking  law  of 
New  York  is  constitutional  100;  relative  to  newspapers, 
&c.  1 12;  that  aliens  have  no  right  to  vote  in  Illinois  347 
Legal  proceedings,  bill  to  regulate,  for  the  district  of 
Michigan,  reported  27 

Legare,  Mr.  speech  at  the  national  convention  159 
Leighton,  Hannah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  171 

Lendrum,  major,  court  of  inquiry  243 

Lenox,  Robert,  immense  estate  of  the  late  48 

Lett,  Benjamin,  escape  of,  impudent  proclamation 

307,  320 

Letters,  number  of  176 

Levis,  Mr. — the  absconded  cashier,  report  160;  arrest- 
ed in  Paris  192,  336;  note  of  384 

Lewis,  D.  H.  206,  334 

Lexington  steamer,  the  wreck  of  found  80 

Lexington,  U.  S.  ship,  arrival  of  261 

Libel,  Mr.  Tallmadge  vs.  New  York  Times  389 
Libelled,  the  ship  Marchioness  227 

Liberia — gratifying  information  from  113;  arrival  of 
the  Saluda  and  information  by  her,  attack  on  Hedding- 
ton,  on  Gaytomba’s  town,  tranquillity  restored  224;  let- 
ter from  gov.  Russvvunn  226;  notice  of  sailing  of  the 
Saluda  259;  agricultural  premium  320;  colonization  vs. 
the  slave  trade,  treaty  with  native  kings,  items  354 
Library — the  imperial  of  Russia  144;  relative  to  Ra- 
mond's  political  economy  271 

Liens  on  real  estate,  bill  to  discharge,  &c.  reported  27; 
engrossed  270:  passes  the  senate  283 

Life  boats,  bill  relative  to  44 

Light  house — memorial  for  a,  at  Clinton  river  11;  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Santee  river  26;  for  a,  at  Georgetown, 
S.  Carolina  53;  at  the  mouih  of  Pigeon  river  75;  at  San- 
dy Point,  Naraganset  bay  94;  at  Minot’s  rook,  B iston 
harbor  ib.;  report  relative  to  a,  on  Flynn’s  knoll  95;  on 
Roanoke  rnashes  107;  French  tables  in  relation  to  light 
ing,  &c.  170;  petition  for  a,  at  Brandywine  shoals  187; 
appropriation  for,  at  Charleston  harbor  and  Cape  Fear 
river  230;  bill  to  authorise  the  use  of  chemical  oil,  &c 
engrossed  237:  bill  relative  to,  engrossed  253;  at  Cape 
Henlopen,  new  lantern  at  290;  relative  tocapt.  Perry's 
report  349 

Lightning,  packet  ship  Poland  struck  by,  &c.  208 

Lima,  information  from  99 

Lincoln,  Mr. — representative  12,  13,  78,  94, 103, 110; 
on  the  appropriation  bill  124,  143,  172  4, 190. 191,  205-6; 
on  the  pre-emption  bill  207,  223,  271,  285;  on  revolu- 
tionary claims  303;  on  the  blockade  of  the  La  Plate 
316.  319,  to  be  excused  on  the  N.  Jersey  question  333 
Linn,  Mr. — senator  57;  on  the  Oregon  territory  75; 
on  adjournment  resolution  76,  106-7;  Oregon  territory 
bill  112,  140,  141,  204,  236;  Missouri  volunteers  270, 
299,  314-15;  on  Owen’s  mineral  land  report  326  7 
Lions — arrival  of,  present  from  Morocco  355;  the, 
from  Morocco  to  be  sold  416 

List  of  acts,  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  26th 
congress  348 

Lithography,  memorial  on  the  subject  of,  presented 
andreferred  47 

Littell,  E.  memorial  of,  on  the  absorption  of  banking 
capital  27 

Little  Rock,  fire  at  204:  tornado  at  279 

L.  L.  D.,  conferred  by  American  colleges  upon  per- 
sons in  England  176 

Loans — Russian  162;  the  Ohio,  negotiated  182 

Locomotive — an  improved  one,  by  H.  High,  in  opera- 
tion at  Reading  32;  English  orders  for  Norris’  96 

London,  number  of  suicides  in  334 

Longevity — instance  of  in  Prague  162:  instances  of 

334 

Long  Island  rail  road,  going  into  operation  180 

Lottery,  the  mammoth,  in  Louisiana  200 

Louisiana — legislative  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt  4;  manufacture  of  negro  cl  >th  in  100;  petition 
from,  for  a repeal  of  the  naturalization  law  10;  the  se- 
nate of,  acquit  judge  Bostworth  73,  report  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  survey  of  public  lands  in,  communicated 
76;  memorial  of  the  legislature  of,  relative  to  the  school 
lands  of.  presented  93:  for  a military  post  at  Alexandria 
in  93;  for  a road  from  Vandalia  to  Natchitoches  ib.; 
memorial  of  the  legislature  of,  in  favor  of  a general 
bankrupt  law,  presented  123;  cultivation  of  sugar  in, 
memorial  relative  to  a protective  duty  132;  decline 
of  the  value  of  real  estate  in,  sugar  crop  of  136;  storm  at 
New  Orleans,  the  mamm  uh  lo  tery  209;  bill  relative  to 
school  lands  in  204;  Moiroe  Edwards,  manumission 
245;  business  at  New  Orleans,  Dr.  llines  arrested  263; 
election,  candidates  for  congress  279;  St.  Louis  ex- 
change, public  execution  309;  election  returns,  travel- 
ling, cashier  of  the  city  bank  of  Natchitoches  default, 
city  banks  of  New  Orleans  316;  election  321,  362;  re- 
turns 336;  cotton  crop  368;  election  result,  list  of  mem- 
bers 374 

Lunatics,  number  of,  in  English  asylums  334 

Louisville — destructive  fire  at  65;  another  96 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal — bill  to  purchase  stock 
in  the,  laid  upon  the  table  284;  debated,  substitute  298 
Lowell,  Mr. — representative  60,  79;  on  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  220 

Lowell,  Mass,  population  240;  relative  to  360 

Lucas,  Mr.,  on  the  sub-treasurv  bill  239 

Lumpkin,  Mr. — senator,  proposes  a resolution  rela- 
tive to  closing  session  11,  26;  on  the  fugitive  question 
27,  44,  57;  Cumberland  road  bill  92,  123;  call  for  infor- 
mation relative  to  imports,  &c.  141,  170,251;  on  period 
of  closing  the  session  298,  313-14,  326,  329 


r Lynch  law,  on  Long  Island  160 

Lynching,  at  Union,  Missouri  347 

Lynn,  population  of  223 

Lyon,  Benjamin,  petition  of,  presented  94 

Lyon,  Matthew — bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  205; 
debate  thereon,  bill  passes  the  house  206;  bill  rejected 
in  senate  236 

Madawaska,  population  of  416 

Madison  papers,  Mr.  Wall’s  report  on  the  24 

“The  Magnet,’’  newspaper  printed  by  electric  power 

320 

Mail,  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  16,  appli- 
cation for  a,  route  on  the  Mississippi  and  Red  rivers,  as 
tar  as  Natchitoches  27;  inquiries  relative  to,  propos- 
ed ib.;  robbing  of  the  48;  missing  64;  route  107,  123; 
steam  engine  sent  by  160;  memorial  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  test  an  experiment  to  convey  the,  through  the 
air  269;  complaint  from  Missouri  for  want  of  236;  bill 
relative  to  the  transportation  of,  in  steamboats  ordered 
to  be_  engrossed  299;  new  arrangement  320;  documents 
by  352;  between  Canada  and  the  U.  States  356 

Mail  route,  petition  of  citizens  of  Magadore,  Ohio  234 
Maine,  state  of — see  northeast  boundary,  resolution  of 
the  legislature  relative  to  the  boundery  69;  do.  relative 
to  remuneration  forFrench  spoliations  prior  to  1S00  106; 
do.  relative  to  the  boundary  dispute  106;  do.  in  favor  of 
continuing  the  fishing  bounty  ib.:  petition  from,  for  re- 
duction of  postage  45;  resolution  relative  to  the  payment 
of  the  militia  employed  in  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
107;  bill  for  settlement  of  said  claim  reported  140;  en- 
grossed 141;  whig  convention  228;  relative  to  the  defence 
of  Frankfort  251;  whig  state  convention  at  Augusta, 
nominations  276;  whig  nomination.  Van  Buren  nomi- 
nation, banks  340;  Geo.  Evans  re-nominated,  crops 
372;  election  to  take  place,  candidates  403;  whig  meet- 
ing at  Portland  407 

Malcolm,  rev.  Howard,  elected  president  of  Shurleff 
college,  III.  160 

Mammoth,  bones  discoved  in  Missouri  310 

Manhattan  bank,  defalcation,  &c.  32;  report  64 
Mansfield,  earl  of,  death  18 

Manufactures,  petition  for  a duty  on  imported  um- 
brellas 10;  for  the  tariff  to  be  restored  to  what  it  was 
before  the  compromise  acu'6.;  at  Waterbury,  at  Patter- 
son 64;  paper  at  Brattleborough  80;  of  negro  cloth  in 
Louisiana  100;  in  North  Carolina  136;  ribbons  144;  of 
France,  depressed  98;  in  North  Carolina  163;  conven- 
tion in  North  Carolina  230;  increase  of  the,  of  iron  242; 
hands  discharged  352;  arrival  of  frame  knitters  390 
Manumission  ol  160  slaves  by  Monroe  Ed  wards  24-5 
Map  of  the  southern  coast,  on  printing  12 

Maple  sugar  " 80, 208 

Marine  corps,  bill  reported  in  the  senate  for  better 
organization  of  the  11 — see  Heal.  L.  F - Whitney;  de- 
bate on  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  251 
Marine  hospitals,  message  and  report  respecting  26, 
45;  the,  near  Norfolk  164;  board  loselect  scite  ~260 
Marble,  found  in  Lancaster  co.  Pa.  160;  in  Frede- 
rick co.  Md.  239 

Married  women’s  note,  legal  decision  160 

Marshals  of  the  U.  S.  report,  relative  to  the  compen- 
sation of,  received  47;  the,  of  Miss,  robbed  230 

Maryland — proceedings  of  the  Va-:t  Buren  members 
of  the  legislature  5;  ot  the  whig  members  ib.:  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Washington  against  surrendering  U.  S. 
lock  to  the  state  of27;  Mr.  I1.  Turner  elected  senator 
for  Caroline  county  32;  report  of  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means  52;  tax  suggested,  and  table  of  us  ap- 
portionment ib..-  bill  reported  accordingly  ib..- whig  state 
convention  109,  136;  administration  national  conven- 
tion at  Baltimore  136;  Methodist  general  conference, 
Tide  Water  canal  ib.:  opening  of  the  Tide  Water  ca- 
nal 96;  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  finish- 
ed 144;  Van  Buren  state  convention  146;  York  and 
Wrightsville  rail  road  completed,  Tide  Water  canal  in 
operation,  commerce  of  Baltimore,  exports,  imports,  in- 
spections, shipments  of  grain,  &c.  167;  resignation  of 
Dr.  James  McCulloch,  notice  of  the  death  of  Laughlin 
163;  David  Stewart  declines  re-election  to  the  stare  se- 
nate, Boteler  arrested  on  charge  of  murdering  Bride- 
well fifteen  years  ago,  Tide  Water  canal  celebration, 
Tyson’s  mill  burnt,  council  of  Catholic  bishops,  Metho- 
dist general  conference,  Laughlin  fund  181;  Wm,  T. 
Wootten  an  electoral  candidate,  Episcopal  convention 
199;  law  relative  to  free  negroes  and  slaves  230;  execu- 
tive appointments,  electoral  candidates,  election  at 
Frostburg,  reward  for  LaughliiVs-  murderer  229;  marble 
in  Frederick  co.  geological  report  230;  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal,  population  of  Frederick,  Van  Buren  meet- 
in  Frederick  244;  Eastern  Shore  whig  convention,  Tide 
Water  canal! 351;,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  co.  Balt, 
and  Susquehanna  rail  road  278;  census  of  Frederick, 
Hagerstown,  V.  B.  nomination  for  Washington  county, 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio. canal  item,  convict  re-commiitcd, 
seven  prisoners  escape  Baltimore  jnil  303;  stock  of,  Ch. 
and  Ohio  canal  314;  pardons  390;  J iseph  Galloway,  V. 
Buren  electoral  ticket.  Cites,  and  Ohio  canal  co.  death 
and  byographienl  notice  of  cut.  G.  Watkins  314;  whig 
convention  345;  Hagerstown  whig  convention  372;  whig 
barbacue  at  Middletown  8 — (49® 

Maryland  in  Liberia,  letter  from  gov.  Russwurtn  226 
Marvin,  Mr.  rep.  59,  60, 78,  111,  172,  on  the  sub-trea- 
sury 239 

Mason,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  172,  319,  331,  334 

Massachusetts — repeal  of  the  the  fifteen  gallon  law  3; 
gov.  Everett  declines  renomination  51;  imprisonment 
For  debt  and  crime  in  72;  legislature  prorogued  ib.;  re- 
port on  the  railways  of  SO;  the  Norwich  and  Worces- 
ter rail  road  96;  commerce  arid  revenue  of  Boston  100, 
134;  relative  to  Indian  treaty  104;  Mr.  Everett,  Quincy 
anniversary,  public  schcob  194;  the  testimony  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  contested  election  in,  reported  58;  resolution, 
in  the  legislature  of,  in  favor  of  ageneral  bankrupt  law, 
presented  HO;  claims  of  the  states  on  account  of  militia 
services  110;  relative  to  the  right  of  petition  ib.;  reform 
of  the  constitution  as  to  representation,  provisions  of, 
and  vote  on  the  reform  116;  Van  Buren  celebration  at 
Lexington,  whig  celebration  at  Concord  307;  whig  con 
ventioti  at  Bunker’s  Hill  proposed  180;  whig  convention 
at  Worces'er,  list  of  old  soldiers  present,  rail  road  acci- 
dent 277;  population  of  Boston  22S;  liberal  bequests, 
gov.  Everett  229;  liberal  donation  to  Unitarian  associa- 
tion, political  exci:ement244;  whig  state  convention  261; 
electoral  ticket,  rail  road  accident  ib.;  committee  dis- 
charged of  the  contested  election  335;  mission,  com- 
merce, rail  road--,  population  and  trade  of  Boston, 
Cunard  festival  341;  distribution  of  senators  and  re- 
p esematives  359;  census  of  the  several  towns  359; 
of  the  counties  360;  statistics  of  Lowell  ib.;  Mr.  Reed, 
Easton  almshouse  burnt,  lecture  404;  reward  of  indus- 
try and  merit  in  413 

Massachusetts  lunatic  assylum,  Mrs.  Johonnet’s  de- 
vise to  the  229 

Mastadon,  skeleton  of  a,  discovered  240 

Mathews,  rev.  Theobald,  biographical  notice  of  362 

Maxcy,  V.  at  the  agricultural  society  of  England  388 
McAuhy,  rev.  Dr.  resigns  his  professorship  135 
McCarty,  Mr.  representative  of  Virginia,  on  the  sub- 
treasury  bill  2S6 

McCay,  Mr.--representave  14,  127;  on  the  appro- 
priation bill  141-2-3 

McClannahan,  J.  who  was  wounded  under  gen.  St. 
Clair,  inquiry  proposed,  as  to  allowing  a pension  to  11 
McClellan,  Mr  representative  31 

McCulloh,  Mr.  220 

McCulloch,  Dr.  Janies,  resignation'nnd  notice  of  169 
McDuffie.  George,  letter  of,  to  the  Van  Buren  con- 
vention of  Georgia  310 

McElwee.  Mr. — expelled  firehouse  of  representatives 
of  Pennsylvania  9S;  report  and  proceedings  on  114-15 
McKean,  Samuel,  attempts  suicide  238- 

McKeim,  Mr.  representative,  on  the  militia  "539 
McKenzie,  W m.  L.  memorial  for  the  release  of,  (sent 
the  executive)  75;  other  memorials  95, 107, 123;  debates 
thereon  143;  resolutions  proposed  requesting  the  presi- 
dent to  release  him  169;  convicted  163 

McKay,  Mr.  172,  189;  on  the  post  master  at  Baton 
Rouge  239,  254,  271,  285,  on  the  District  banks  302 
McLean,  judge,  report  of  the  committee,  exhonerat- 
ing 239 — see  Spooner. 

McMahon,  John  V.  L.  president  of  the  national  con- 
vention 152 

McMurtrie,  Win.  B.  memorial  of,  presented  92 
McNutt,  gov.  veto  message  96 

Medary,  Mr.  speech  at  the  Van  Buren  national  con- 
vention 151 

Medill,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  representative  12,  29,  31,  59;  on 
the  New  Jersey  election  76-7-8-9,  332 

Medical  colleges,  number  of  diplomas  granted  by  48; 
at  the  S.  Carolina  college  80 

Medical  board  of  examiners  100 

Medical  topography,  report  in  favor  of  publishing 
facts  concerning  26 

Medical  staff,  candidates  examined  and  approved  337 
Members  of  congress  288 

Merchand.  of  Pa.  rep.  education  11;  relative  to  post 
notes  58,  107;  on  the  sub-treasury  239 

Merrick,  Mr.  senator  57;  inquiry  as  to  allowing  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  sol- 
diers 75;  District  banks  76,  106,109,  140- 1,  170,  187,  204; 
on  the  Fulton  claim  236;  on  retrocession  of  the  District 
326,  251-2  3,  270,  313-4-5;  on  district  banks  326-7-8-9 
330,  349;  District  of  Columbia  350 

Message  from  the  president,  relative  to  sale  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  24:  to  lots  in  St.  Marks  ib ; marine  hospitals 
26;  col.  Floyd  44;  correspondence  with  Spanish  govern- 
ment 45;  marine  hospitals  ib.-  survey  of  the  north  east 
boundary  line  46;  British  forces  in  Canada  76;  post  of- 
fice building  76;  military  and  naval  preparation  on  the 
northern  frontier  82,  95;  reports  94;  the  treaty  with  the 
New  York  Indians  103;  claims  against  Mexico  107; 
report  of  the  banks  122;  tite  tobacco  trade  124;  conven- 
tion with  Mexico  ib.:  defence  141;  treasury  drafts  171; 
Florida  boundary  line  18S;  presents  from  Muscat  204, 
207, 210;  mineral  lands,  &c.  239;  lands  within  the  Chica- 
eaw  reservation  ib.;  correspondence  with  Mr.  Fox  on 
the  N.  E.  boundary,  and  lecomending  a survey  273, 2S4 
Meteors,  theory  of  annual  tecurrenee  on  the  9th  of 
August  368, 400 

Meteorogical  and  Statistical  Register,  report  26;  laid 
on  the  table  294 

Meteorogical  stations,  appropriation  proposed  301 
Methodists— statistics  of  112;  conference  136,  181, 
224;  New  York  appointments 277;  missionaries  256 
Mexico  Arista  defeated,  negotiations  for  ceding  Ca- 
lifornia to  Gr.'at  Britain,  observations  thereon  2°  the, 
army  against  Texas,  items  50;  federal  movements,  a 
new  republic  proposed,  invasion  ofTexas,  Yucman  de- 
clares tor  the  federalists,  items  66;  a trea'y  81;  settle- 
ment of  claims  against  107;  revolution  112;  Canales  re- 
ties from  Metamoras  113;  interest  of  claims  against 
124;  defeat  of  the  federalists,  general  Lapata  shot 
131;  bill  relative  to  the  convention  with  218;  a struggle 
227;  commissioners  274,  305,  370,  3S3;  smuggling  290; 
Tobasco,  Campeachy,  revolution  at  California,  Urrea 
imprisoned  354;  revolution  under  Urrea  397;  revolt  at 
Tampico,  Canales,  Mier  401 

Miami  Indians,  reserved  lands  323,  death  and  notice 
of  Godfrey  their  chief  211 

Michigan — banks,  loan,  seat  of  government,  ex-go- 
vernor Mason  4;  memorial  for  a survey  11;  for  a light 
ouse  and  improvement  at  Clinton  11;  bill  to  regulate 


legal  proceedings  27;  petition  for  a pre-emption  law,  for 
a bankrupt  law,  relative  to  abolition  of  slavery  57;  for  a 
harbor  at  Michigan  city  53;  appropriation  to  the  Cum- 
berland road  58;  memorinl  for  a general  bankrupt  law 
ib  ; for  a rail  road  from  Plattsville  to  the  Mississippi 
53:  report  thereon  ib.;  for  a light  house  75;  for  a bank- 
rupt latv  93;  bill  granting  lands  to  the  county  of  Kala- 
mazoo passed  the  senate,  to  aid  in  constructing  a canal 
around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie,  resolution  for  an  appro- 
priation to  extinguish  Indian  titles  106;  conversation  on 
the  canal  land  grant  106;  resolution  of  legislature  of, 
relative  to  exposed  condition  of  Detroit  ib.;  memorial  of 
the  fishing  and  mining  company  107;  debate  on  the  bill 
for  a canal  round  the  fills  of  St.  Marie  123;  resolution 
of  legislature  of  New  York  in  favor  of  the  law  169;  bill 
passed  the  house  123;  favorable  report  thereon  in  se- 
nate 140;  hill  engrossed  141;  passed  the  senate  167;  in- 
ternal improvements  73;  piers  at  Racine  and  Southport 
141;  petition  for  a duty  on  fish  122;  disposed  of  140; 
sale  of  public  lands,  flour  169;  bill  for  additional  land 
office  in  187;  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  182;  appro- 
priations for  187;  State  bank  assigns  over  200;  memo- 
rial of  the  legislature  for  a canal  at  the  falls  of  St. 
Marie  219;  convicts  escape  231:  Van  Buren  conven- 
tion 246;  wheat  crops  279;  electoral  and  congressional 
candidates  292;  sale  of  public  lands  306;  wheat  310; 
whig  gathering  at  Kalamazoo,  Van  Burenstate  conven- 
tion. Ypsilanti  bank  347 

Middletown,  Conn,  population  400 

Mileage — hill  passed  the  house  253;  reported  unfa- 
vorably on  in  the  senate,  conversation  thereon  313-14, 
315;  passed  the  senate  315,  330 

Mtlitiary — bill  to  organize  a company  of  sappers,  mi- 
ners and  pontoniers  10;  report  relative  to  medical  to- 
pography 26;  preparations  on  the  northern  frontier  81; 
call  for  information  95;  memorial  asking  for  a post  to 
be  established  at  Alexandria,  La.  93 

Military  academy — bill  for  support  of  12;  inquiry  as 
to  dispensing  with  the  expense  of  board  of  visiters  92; 
fist  of  visitors  193;  examination  273;  committee  dis- 
charged 170;  expenditures  241;  proceedings  of  the  board 
306;  proceedings  on  appropriations  351 

Militia — plan  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  com- 
municated 59;  letter  front  the  secretary  of  war  trans- 
mitting a system  for  the  reorganization  of  the  116; 
correspondence  between  the  secretary  of  war  and  com- 
mittee of  congress  respecting  132-3;  hill  for  settlement 
of  claims  for  services  of  the,  of  Maine,  reported  107, 
140;  engrossed  141;  resolution  relative  to  claims  of  the 
state  for  services  of,  during  the  late  war  110;  volumi- 
nous report  of  the  committee  on  219;  Mr.  Smith’s  re- 
marks on  the  report  ib.;  debate  oil  printing  the  report 
237;  majority  and  minority  report  238;  debate  on  print- 
ing them  239,  251-2;  Mr.  Preston’s  motion,  debate 
252-3;  correspondence  between  the  Van  Buren  central 
committee  of  Virginia  and  Mr.  Secretary  Poinsett  res- 
pecting 295;  report  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  on  Mr.  Poin- 
sett’s project  365;  correspondence  with  president  Van 
Buren  respecting  Mr.  Poinsett’s  plan  393;  report  of  the 
minority  397 

Miller,  gen.  James,  reply  to  inquiries  310 

Mineral,  report  239;  R.  D.  Owen  326-7;  discoveries 
in  Iowa,  in  Wisconsin  347 

Minister  to  Constantinople,  debate  on  the  appropria- 
tion for  an  outfit  to  329 

Minorca,  the  French  take  possession  of  178 

Mint — report  communicated  95;  bill  relative  to,  con- 
sidered 122;  inquiry  as  to  discontinuing  the  branch 
mints  122;  proceedings  of  the  British  mint  57;  supple- 
ment to  the  act  to  establish,  &c.  passed  122;  statistics 
of  coinage  178 

Missions,  16,  192;  D.  P.  Kidder  272;  American  board 
of  341 

Mississippi — legislative  proceedings  4;  memorial  for 
claims  under  the  Choctaw  treaty  11;  for  a national 
hospital  at  Vicksburg  11;  resolution  in  favor  of  sub-trea- 
sury bill,  distributing  public  lands  and.  measures  of 
the  administration,  presented  24;  memorial  of  the  Ag- 
ricultural bank  of  Natchez  26;  asking  for  the  value  of 
the  Chicasaw  lands  for  the  purpose  of  primary  schools 
ib.;  asking  for  all  the  public  lands  in  ib  ; relative  to  fees 
of  officers  26;  important  decision  relative  to  slaves  73; 
veto  message  96;  memorial  that  the  circuit  court  be  re- 
moved to  Vicksbutg  107;  liabilities  on  the  state  bonds, 
valuation  and  debt  law  115;  meeting  of  the  Van  Buren 
members,  electoral  candidates  22;  banks  32,  52; 
Natchez  resolutions,  the  legislature  on  the  banks,  bank 
bill  passed,  gov.  McNutt’s  proclamation  against  the 
Union  bank  ib.;  forty  marriages  115;  city  property  in 
Natchez  under  the  hammer  136;  protest  apprehended, 
the  times,  farms  vacated,  &c.  169;  awful  tornado, 
Natchez  in  ruins  181;  sta'e  credit,  Union  bank,  Bran- 
don bank  182;  condition,  liabilities  and  resources  of 
200;  pecuniary  difficulties,  banks,  gov.  McNutt’s  pro- 
clamation 279;  crops  promising  3-15;  gallon  law  346;  see 
navy  yard. 

Mississippi  river,  bill  for  deepening  the  mouth  of  the 
187;  relative  to  site  for  fortifications  204 

Missouri — memorial  from,  for  a pre-emption  act  26, 
57;  for  a hard  money  currency  ih.;  on  printing  10  000 
copies  thereof  ib.;  temperance  society  136;  petition  for 
a superintendency  of  Indian  affairs  in  140;  for  remune- 
ration for  horses  stolen  by  Indians  57, 140;  report  on  the 
Spanish  claims  57;  inquiry  ordered  as  to  indemnifying 
certain  citizens  of,  for  property  destroj'ed  by  Indians 
ih.;  bill  creating  a new  land  district  in,  passed  108;  elec- 
tion 115,  375,  381,  406;  complaint  for  want  of  mails  236; 
bill  to  regulate  legal  proceedings,  debated  270;  judicial 
decision  263;  Van  Buren  meeting  of  bank  and  anti 
bank  parties,  Indian  items  231;  electioneering,  conven- 
tions 292;  pre-emption  bill,  committee  discharged  319; 


Wm.  P.  Darnes,  St.  Louis,  lynching  347,  176;  wheat 
200;  copper  mine  256 

Missouri  volunteers,  bill  for  the  relief  of  270 

Mitchell,  Mr.  rep.  47;  replication  223 

Mobile — dreadful  tornado  96;  election  100;  fire  128; 
recovering  from  ruins  169 

Money  matters — in  England  1;  increasing  difficulties 
in  18;  in  Philadelphia  32;  England,  France  65,  97;  ef- 
fected by  the  dispute  with  China  98;  improvement  in 
the  Philadelphia  market  144;  London  market  dull  178; 
in  England  321;  in  France  322;  see  Chronicle  pages. 
Monongeltala,  improvements  278 

Monroe,  Mr.  rep.  14,  30,  59,  61-2.  77,  172,  190.  206, 
239;  on  the  Florida  appropriation  319,  330-2,  on  the  N. 
Jersey  question  333 

Montgomel’y,  Mr.  rep.  46, 77, 233,  27 1 

Morgan,  James,  memorial  of,  for  pension  58 

Morgan,  Mr. — rep.  12,77-8,  125-6-7;  on  the  appro- 
priation bill  141;  explanation  ib.;  188, 223, 239,  271;  on 
the  sub-treasury  bill  286 

Mormons,  send  apostles  to  England  176,  192 

Morocco — arrival  of  presents  Irom  the  emperor  of 
350,  355;  the  lions  416 

Morris  canal,  navigation,  items  360 

Morse’s  fog  bell,  petition  for  erecting  a 187 

Morus  multicaulis,  mulberry  trees  128,  176 

Mouton,  Mr.  senator  10,  106,  171,  187,270,  299 
Mountain  on  fire,  in  Pennsylvania  181 

Mount  Carbon  coal  co. — petitions  for  every  alternate 
section  of  land  through  which  their  road  passes  169 
Mount  Carmel  and  New'  Albany  rail  road,  debate  on 
the  bill  269 

Murder — call  for  correspondence  respecting  surren- 
der, or  demands  for  persons  charged  with,  &c.  59 

Muscat — arrival  of  ship  Sultanee,  value  of  the  trade 
with,  &c.  145;  Ahamet  Ben  Amen  in  New  York,  the 
bearer  of  presents  to  the  president,  orders  to  have  the 
Sultap.ee  repaired,  temperance  incident  179;  message 
relative  to  the  presents  204-7;  letter  of  the  sultan  210; 
debate  respecting  the  presents  218,  238,  316-17-18,  pre- 
sents to  the  imaum  338,  355;  departure  of  the  Sultanep, 
her  cargo  371;  presents  from  the  emperor  of  268 

Musket  balls,  new  mode  of  forming  303 

Musical  compositions,  published  in  Germany  64 

Nag’s  Head,  survey  of  279 

Names,  origin  of  the,  of  states  414 

Nantucket,  whalers  80 

Naples,  tobacco  trade  201;  England  and  209 

Napoleon,  remains  of  178, 226, 258;  coffin  289 

Nashville,  liberality  231;  whig  convention  311 

Natchez — city  poperty  advertised  136;  awful  tornado 
181-2,  230,  309;  resolution  for  loan  to  205;  debated  283; 
rebuilding  224 

National  anniversary  290 

National  convention — delegation  to  the  Van  Buren 
22;  address  of  the  Van  Buren  182;  see  whig,  V.  Buren, 
convention,  fyc. 

N ational  defence,  gen.  Gains  on  24 

National  foundry,  memorial  for  10;  discharged  288 
National  hospital,  memorial  for  a,  at  Vicksburg  11 
Nativity,  of  the  members  of  congress  128 

Naturalization,  petition  for  repeal  of  the  law  10, 124 
Navy — in  congress,  bill  for  tne  organization  of  the 
marine  corps  11;  to  regulate  pay  of  pursers  44, 47,  284, 
317;  resolutions  in  relation  to  certain  officers  in  the 
exploring  expedition  57;  relative  to  rations  47,  317; 
to  regulate  pay  203-4,  313;  inquiry  as  to  cost  of  building 
ships  205;  bill  for  providingsteam  vessels  206;  to  regulate 
pay  of  masters  326;  memorials  for  prohibiting  ardent 
spirits  in  1 1,  47;  relative  to  corresponcence  between 
commodore  Renshaw  and  workmen  at  Brooklyn  navy 
yard  302;  appropriation  bill  303,  313;  amended  and 
passed  316;  call  for  list  of  officers  326;  debate  on  receed- 
ing  from  amendment  330,  350-1 

Navy,  U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  insubordination  3,  164;  death 
of  com.  Deacon  3;  promotion,  items,  Brazil  station. 
Charleston  S.  C.  a naval  station  51;  correspondence 
between  admiral  Baudin  and  capt.  Shubrick  58,  164; 
Peacock  72;  Flying  Fish  72,  339;  Independence  72,  83; 
Sea  Gull  72;  Relief  ih.;  officers  ofS3;  capt.T.  H.  Stevens 
72;  Pioneer  ib..  83;  Fairfield  ib.;  Macedonian  83,  228, 
275,  307,  358,  372,  339,-  on  creating  admirals  92;  circu- 
lar to  medical  officers  133;  steam  frigate  at  Philadelphia 
134,238;  Rousseau,  vessels  to  be  commissioned  134, 142; 
rank  of  officers,  pardon  134;  duke  of  Dalmatia  and  capt. 
Estellon  ib.;  Levant  146,  307,  389;  various  items  146; 
orders,  resignations,  &c.  180;  Potomac  frigate  ib.;  ma- 
rine hospital  near  Norfolk  164;  the  John  Adams  ib.,  261; 
Cyane  164;  capt.  Kennon,  orders  8th  April  ib.;  the  On- 
tario 193,  228,  261;  lieut.  Fitz  Allen  Deas  194;  orders 
relative  to  corporal  punishment,  the  Delaware  210;  the 
Raratan,  the  Vincennes  328;  lieut.  Weston  reprimand- 
ed, remains  of  lieut.  Weems,  funeral  ib.;  the  Falmouth 
244;  Constitution  ib.,  372;  Decatur  244,  307,  358;  arrival 
of  the  Columbia,  her  cruize  244, 307;  (lie  Lexington  175, 
261;  Livingston  ib.;  lieut.  Lyne,  purser  Petit,  the  Bran- 
dywine 275,  358;  Preble,  St.  Louis  275;  Consort  307; 
Boston  307;  items  307;  Dolphin  320;  list  of  passed  mid- 
shipmen 339;  Marion,  flogging,  the  Paulding,  death  of 
lieut  Maury  339;  Ohio,  Enterprise,  Grampus,  capt. 
Reed  358;  capt.  Stinoham  removed,  the  Erie,  midship- 
man Hone  suspended,  naval  despatch.  Constitution  and 
Macedonian  compared  372;  pursers  Brooks  and  South' 
all  dismissed  389;  the  Chesapeake  403;  capt.  Nonas,  a 
death  ib.;  Pacific  squadron  51,  193,  223,  244;  Mediter- 
ranean squadron  228,  307;  West  India  squadron  164, 
228,  403;  exploring  expedition  at  Sydney  193, 210,  228, 
275,  307,  339;  Antarctic  discovery  306-7, 339, 403;  appro- 
priations of  parliament  to  129;  great  increase  in  the  BrU 
tish  ib  ; French  W.  I.  squadron  at  Pensacola  180;  the 
Trafalgar  257 
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Naval  court  martial — com.  Elliott  72,  114,  194,  244, 
275;  sentence  358,  403;  purser  Colson  dismissed  114; 
lieut.  McBlair  146,  180;  decision  194,261;  Livingston 
131,  307,  339;  midshipman  Ringgold  353;  Weston  339 
Navy  pension  fund,  call  for  information  respecting 

Navy  yard,  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  230;  at  the  west  end  of 
Ship  Island,  Miss,  committee  discharged  of  the  subject 

Naylor,  Mr.  rep.  on  the  sub-treasury  237,  318;  nomi- 
nation 390 

Neapolitan  indemnity,  payment,  7th  instalment  336 
Negroes,  librated  at  Bermuda  107;  president  Van 
Buren  on  testimony  of  408;  see  Hooecase;  capt.  None’s 
case  409 

Netherlands,  wages  of  labor  in  40 

Neutrality,  breach  of,  McKenzie  163 

New  Albany  and  Mount  Carmel  rail  raod,  land  on 
credit  to  169 

New  Ark,  N.  J.  fire  at  48 

Newcomb,  C.  G.  reward  for  112 

New  Granada,  illness  of  Santander  226;  decree  356 
New  Hampshire — bill  for  settlement  of  claims  of  107, 
141;  failure  of  Concord  bank  194,  261;  legislature, 
election  returns  22S;  cenvention  of  anti-slavery  society 
of  240;  secretary  of  state  244;  election  of  United  States 
senator  deferred  261;  no  choice  277;  V.  B.  state  con- 
vention and  whig  do.  276,  240;  Dartmouth  college  341 
New  Haven,  population  of  384 

New  Jersey — Hudson  county  created  3;  memorial  for 
a bankrupt  law  26;  for  post  route  ib.;  committee  of 
elections  report  against  the  whig  claimants  for  a scat 
as  representatives  from  27;  Mr.”  Fillmore  proposed  a 
resolution  to  recommit  the  report  with  instructions  to 
report  which  five  of  the  ten  candidates  had  received 
the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes,  debate  thereon  ib.; 
Mr.  Botts’  minority  report  presented  30;  proceedings 
on  the  reports  ib.-,  yeas  and  nays  on  admitting  the  five 
administration  claimants  to  seats  31;  resolution  to  print 
the  journal  of  proceedings  ihereon  ib.;  debate  resumed 
46;  the  administration  claimants  take  their  seats  46; 
report  of  the  majority  on  the  contested  election  52;  re- 
port of  the  minority  54;  supplemental  report  of  the  ma- 
jority ib.;  debate  on  printing  the  testimony  resumed  57; 
disposition  in  relation  to  the  election  communicated  58; 
debate  on  the  resolution  on  printing  the  testimony  re- 
sumed ib.;  59,  61;  packages  of  the  testimony  in  the 
case  received  76;  debate  resumed,  the  previous  ques- 
tion called  for,  but  withdrawn  ib.;  packages  of  testi- 
mony received  78;  deba'e  on  printing  resumed  ib  , 79; 
again  94;  resolution  adopted  ib.;  additional  depositions 
95,  110,  124;  address  of  John  Campbell  on  the  con- 
tested election  119;  Van  Buren  convention  193;  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  convention,  copper  company  229; 
petition  for  payment  for  a church  destroyed  at  Eliza- 
bethtown during  the  revolutionary  war  237;  death  of 
William  Russel,  Robert  Strange,  silk  business  277; 
Philemon  Dickerson  appointed  judge,  reception  of  ex- 
cluded congressmen  303;  on  presenting  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  contested  election  331;  various 
proceedings  thereon  332-3-4;  the  report  adopted  335; 
lunacy  and  idiocy  in,  state  asylum  342;  anniversary 
at  Brooklyn,  whig  congressmen,  whig  meeting  at  Eli- 
zabethtown 343;  proceedings  on  the  resolution  for  pay- 
ing the  claimants  to  seats  from  351;  on  payment  of 
witnesses  both  rejected  ib.;  Morris  canal  investigation 
360;  whig  meeting  at  Harrison  Hill  372;  numerous  po- 
litical meetings  in  339;  at  Rahway,  Jersey  city,  Broom 
county,  Morristown  390 

New  Orleans — fire  80;  inquiry  as  to  enlarging  the  port 
122;  lottery  200;  business  263;  British  consul, °&c.  274; 
pilot  law  memorial  234;  banks  346;  health  352;  popula- 
tion 334;  river  banks  caving  391 

Newspapers,  law  of  112;  number  of  ib.,  192,  304;  the 
Mercury  272;  the  Magnet, printed  by  electric  power  320; 
the  Paris  Moniteur  reprinting  368 

Newton,  rev.  R.  sails  for  England  256;  arrives  352 
New  York  city— trade  16;  registry  law  73;  impor.s 
100;  trade,  specie  ib.;  election  44,  135;  emigrants  144; 
union  marine  insurance  and  city  trust  company,  distil- 
led spirits  imported  into,  trade  and  commerce  146;  num- 
ber of  fires  in  160;  new  street  193;  buildings  164;  fall  of 
rents  ib.;  Conioit’s  confectionary  165;  new  criminal 
court  law,  money  in  the  banks,  arrangement  with  the 
country  banks  180;  emigration  to  224;  statistics  of  the 
streets  229;  street  beggars  ib.;  trade  236;  duties  collected 
at  2S3;  trade  307;  number  of  fires  at  312 

New  York  slate— salt  made  at  Salina  16;  petition  for 
a reduction  of  postage,  for  a bankrupt  law  2 4;  resolution* 
of  the  legislature  against  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasu-  y 
bill  presented  47;  state  security  banks,  registry  law  73; 
general  banking  law  is  constitutional  Iffy,-  executive 
proceedings  in  the  U.  S senate  on  the  treaty  with  the 
Indians  of  103;  opening  the  canal,  Dr.  McAuley,  Erie 
canal  enlargement  114;  resolution  in  favor  of  a bank- 
rupt law  122;  tonnage,  &c.  of  the  Erie  canal  123;  pro- 
gress of  the  rail  roads  in  123;  legislative  proceedings, 
bill  passed  in  aid  of  internal  i rn  Drove  men  ts,  impeach- 
ment of  judge  Merritt,  act  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt,  supervisors  elected,  Erie  canal.  Dr.  McAuley  re- 
signs professorship  135;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  in 
favor  of  U.  States  granting  lands  to  aid  in  constructing 
a canal  round  the  fall  of  St.  Marie  169;  address  of  the 
whig  members  of  the  legislature  195;  income  of  rad- 
ways  and  transportations,  Rathburn’s  exchange  193- 
rail  road  accidental  Durham  bridge,  proposed  ad- 
journment of  the  legislature,  internal  improvement  bill 
passed,  free  banks,  whig  celebration,  improvements  at 
Cataragus  creek.  Saratoga,  buildings  at,  &c.  law  au- 
thorising married  women  to  insure  on  their  husbands 
lives,  comptroller’s  report  on  the  general  banking  law 


164;  report  of  the  canal  board,  canal  tolls  at  Syracuse 
office  165;  state  appropriations  for  fortification  in,  Erie 
canal  enlargement  165;  legislature  adjourns,  free  bank- 
ing institutions,  aid  to  rail  roads,  bank  arrangements 
180;  banks  and  money  market  20S:  diminution  of  the 
revenue  at  227;  escape  of  Sargeant,  gov.  Seward’s  refu- 
sal to  pardon  Rathburn.  canal  tolls  229;  address  of  the 
Van  Buren  members  of  the  legislature  231,  248;  canal 
tolls  240;  memorial  of  the  temperance  society  of,  whig 
convention  at  Utica,  bank  convention  244;  canal  board, 
rail  road,  trade  on  the  Erie  canal,  piracy  on  the  Hud- 
son 261;  convicts  at  Sing  Sing,  Daniel  Price  retaken 
262;  canal  tolls,  amount  of  collected,  Methodist  confe- 
rence appointments,  statistics  of  crime,  appointments 
277;  political  movements,  whig  convention  at  Cherry 
Valley,  important  law  decision,  case  of  property  blown 
up  to  arrest  the  fire,  bank  arrangement,  case  of  the 
free  banks  277;  correspondence  between  the  whig  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  of,  and  gen.  Harrison  and  Mr. 
Tyler  293;  escape  of  Benj.  Lett,  his  proclamation,  trade, 
New  York  and  Albany  rail  road  307;  Erie  canal  en- 
largement loan  taken,  frontier  incendiaries,  centennial 
‘celebration  at  Cherry  Valley,  fire  at  Schenectady,  sub- 
treasury  celebration,  banks,  reduction  of  tolls,  suit  of 
the  king  of  Hanover,  rail  road  enterprise  342;  Syracuse 
and  Utica  rail  road  360;  abolition  state  convention,  con- 
vention of  colored  citizens  proposed,  escape,  conserva- 
tive convention,  rail  road  project  372;  whig  state 
convention,  nomination  of  electors,  meeting  at  New 
York  relative  rail  road  to  Albany  339;  fall  of  the  bridge 
at  Albany  and  loss  of  life  404;  Van  Buren  convention 
at  Lockport,  whig  state  convention  at  Utica  407;  at 
Stanhope,  at  Morristown,  at  Saratoga  408 

New  York  and  Albany  rail  road,  meeting  307 

New  Zealand — missionaries  eaten  by  the  savages  130 
Niagara  Falls,  memorial  for  a ship  channel  205 
Nicholas,  Mr.  senator  10, 24;  admirals 92;  school  fund 
93,  107,  123,  187;  bloodhounds  283 

Nicholson,  corn,  thanks  of  the  duke  of  Delmatia  134 
Nisbit,  Mr.  representa'ive  61 

Noble,  Patrick,  gov.  S.  C.  death,  biography  128 

Nones,  capt.  negro  testimony  case  409 

Norfolk,  mayoralty  279,  320 

Norristown,  Pa.  population  368 

North  Carolina — Wilmington  rail  road  completed  48, 
73;  celebration  245;  manufactories  of  136,  168;  history 
of  168;  convention  of  manufacturers  230;  Gaston  and 
Raleigh  rail  road  opened  263;  polical  item  ib.;  crops. 
Nag’s  Head  279;  U.  S.  senators  Brown  and  Strange 
resign  305-8,  347-8;  steamboat  lost,  whig  meeting  at 
Salisbury  345;  election  362,  368,  374,  390,404-5 

Northeast  boundary  line,  warlike  movements  in 
the  British  provinces  3;  London  items  respecting  17; 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox 
communicated  26;  resolution  asking  for  information, 
proposed  26;  notice  in  parliament  65;  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Secretary  Forsyth  and  the  British  minister 
Fox  67;  message  from  the  president,  communicating 
a correspondence  between  the  same  ib.;  editorial 
notices  thereof  69;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Maine 
ib.;  inquiry  as  to  military  preparations  on  the  95;  cor- 
respondence relating  thereto,  communicated  ib;  Mr. 
Hand’s  inquiry  ib.;  Mr.  Wise’s  inquiry  ib.;  lord  John 
Russel’s  observations  in  parliament  97;  general  Eustis 
ordered  to  take  command  in  Maine,  forces  there  99; 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  relative  to  the 
106;  the  legislature  of  Maine  ib.;  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  relations  107;  unanimously  adopted  103; 
resolution  relative  to  payment  of  the  militia  of  Maine  107; 
debate  on  Mr.  Hand’s  resolution  103-9;  adopted  109;  ar- 
ticle from  the  Madisonian  132;  troops  ordered  tothe  dis- 
puted territory  145;  report  of  the  settlement  of  the  ques 
tion,  articles  from  the  London  papers,  proceedings  in 
parliament  and  at  the  meeting  at  Glasgow,  on  the  sub 
ject  177;  notices  on  the,  from  American  papers  178;  let- 
ter from  London  ib.;  extent  of  the  disputed  territory  es- 
timated 305;  question  and  reply  of  lord  John  Russel! 
respecting  225;  irtessage  communicating  a correspon- 
dence with  Mr.  Fox  and  recommending  a survey  273; 
report  relative  to  British  preparations  communicated, 
call  for  copies  of  survey  293;  appropriation  for  survey 
proposed  303;  bill  reported  315;  passed  328,  359;  re- 
marks oflord  Palmerston  336;  commissioners  for  sur- 
veying, notice  of  an  article  in  the  Western  Review 
relative  to,  movement  of  the  British  commissioners, 
engineers  ordered  on  the  survey  337;  remarks  on  the 
rep  ort  of  the  British  commissioners  from  the  N.  York 
Commercial  402;  maj.  James  Graham  appointed  com- 
missioner on  survey  416;  population  of  Madawaska416 
Northern  frontier,  message  relative  to  preparations  on 
the  82;  inquiry  95 

Norwich,  Con.  population  238;  rail  road  to  Worcester 
c nnpleted  96,  261 

Norveil,  Mr.  senator  11;  state  debts  25-6;  disputed 
territory  41;  improvement  petition  41-5;  military  posts 
57;  Kyanising  ib  ; items  53,75  6.  92;  Indian  titles  106-7-8; 
gen.  Wool  and  col  Croghan  122,  140;  drawbacks  141, 
171,  1S7-8:  bankrupt  bill  1SS,  204  5,  213,  229,  236-7,  252, 

269,  29S,  328 

Nutting’s  patent  cylinder  fire  arms  204 

Oak  tree,  in  a fossial  state  416 

Oath,  bill  relative  to,  passed  118 

Oats,  shipped  to  England  336 

Ogle,  Mr.  representative  14;  appropriations  111,  126, 
127,  143,  172,  222;  on  voting  on  N.  Jersey  question  335 
Ohio  river,  Capt.  Sander’s  report  219 

Ohio— board  of  public,  works,  legislative  proceedings 
on  banks  4;  whig  state  convention  and  nominations  21; 
seat  of  government73;  provisions  ol  the  law  relating  to 
banks  115;  petitions  from,  relative  to  a road  10;  to  the 
Oregon  territory  10,  11;  resolution  of  the  legislature  of, 


asking  for  sale  of  lands  adjacent  to  those  granted  for 
constructing  ol  canals  in  106;  loan  negotiated,  lake  Erie 
and  Wabash  canal  182;  expedition  to  Iowa  182;  grind- 
stone quarry  200;  Van  Buren  convention  at  Dayton, 
business  at  Cleveland  231,  346;  reply  of  ex-president 
A.  Jackson  to  the  invitation  of  the  Van  Buren  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  of  246;  banks  263;  secretary  of 
state  279;  nominations  ib.;  bill  to  sell  the  public 
lands  heretofore  reserved  in  231;  convicts  escaped,  ca- 
nal commerce,  cross  cut  canal  309;  barbacue  at  Zanes- 
ville, mayor  of  Cincinnati,  steamboat  license  verdict 
347;  fire  at  Cleveland  391;  whig  meeting  at  Lancaster 

408 

Ohma,  Indian  tribe  241 

Okra  cotton,  respecting  368 

Oil,  arrivals  of  400 

Old  soldiers  of  Tippecanoe,  meeting  of  the  263 

Onions,  in  Pennsylvania  343 

Opium,  the  Chinese  suppress  the  trade  of  2;  the  trade 
carried  on  through  Manilla  102 

Ordnance  department,  appropriation  (British)  49 

Oregon  territory — petition  for  aid  for  a settlement  in 
10;  for  our  laws  to  be  extended  to  11, 236;  reported  141: 
substitute  for  resolution  relative  to,  reported  75,  131;  bill 
substituted  by  Mr.  Linn  112;  memorial  from  Levi 
Owen  and  others  for  grants  of  lands  in,  and  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  take  their  negroes  with  them,  and 
that  John  Rowan  be  appointed  governor,  presented 
123;  traders  starting  for  193;  finale  of  capt.  Farham’s 
expedition  to  242 

Osborne,  Mr.  representative  79;  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Betts  95;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  223 

Otalieite,  letter  from,  com.  Wilke’s  account  of  the 

trade,  &c.  of  275 

Owen,  R.  D.  report  on  mineral  lands  326-7 

Oxford,  Edw.  attempts  to  assassinate  the  queen  320 

Oxford,  capt.  Thomas,  death  and  burial  of  416 

Oyster,  a large  one  112 

Pacific — steam  navigation  226;  islands  of  275;  trade 

356 

Paganini,  death  of  368 

Palenqne,  ruins  of  384 

Palmer’s  land,  discovery  of  306 

Pardons — McKenzie  75;  Mitchell  275;  remarks  on 

356 

“Paring  ofii’’  resolution  respecting  59 

Part's,  population  of  130 

Paris,  Mr.  representa'ive  190,  207 

Parish,  Mr.  rep.  on  sub-treasury  239,  253 

Parinenter,  Mr.  representative  5S-9,  78,  126 

Passengers,  number  of  298 

Patents,  distribution  of  the  digest  of  204 

Patent  office,  building  24! 

Paterson  manufactories  54 

Pea  Patch— inquiries  218;  report  236 

Phelps,  Mr. — senator  11,  76;  treaty  105,  219,  237, 
251,  263,  2S3,  298;  banks  327,  350 

Pennsylvania— legislative  proceedings  on  banks  3, 
73;  on  internal  improvements  51;  ways  and  means  52; 
McElwee  expelled  96,  11415;  adjournment  and  recon- 
vening in  extra  session  135;  governor’s  message  136; 
legislative  proceedings,  tax  bill  199,224,229;  improve- 
ment bill,  items  ib.;  credit  redeemed,  adjournment  244; 
democratic  whig  convention  4;  petitions  from,  for  a 
duty  on  silk  10;  fora  bankrupt  law  ib.;  Yan  Buren 
stale  convention  22;  proceedings  of  the  convention 
51-2;  coal  123;  special  election  ordered,  new  tariff  of 
canal  and  rail  road  tolls  136;  special  election  in  the  Bed- 
ford district  146;  the  time  of  holding  U.  S court  in  the 
western  district  of  140;  passed  141;  marble  found  !60; 
legislature  165;  improvements,  Betnis,  various  items 
166;  burning  mountains  181;  contes'ed  election,  R. 
Biddle  resigns,  items  199;  items  26-;  whig  conven- 
tion at  West  Chester,  donation,  Philadelphia  city  debt, 
coal  trade,  items  278,  291,  343;  Van  Buren  convention 
at  Lancaster  ib.;  items  344  372,  409;  items  361;  whig 
convention  at  Erie,  gov.  Porter  373 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  64,  366 

Penny  postage,  experiment,  result  I,  64,  129 

Penn  Yan,  fire  at  277 

Pensacola,  meeting  asking  for  part  of  Florida  147 

Pensions — report  on  24;  resolution  proposed  75;  in- 
query 294,  238;  report  239 

Persia,  England  and  Russia  33 

Peru — Santa  Cruz  crushed,  Gamarra  president,  con- 
tribution levied  99;  items  131;  revolution,  treaty  1 62; 
war  with  Bolivia  290 

Petitions,  memorial  relative  to  110;  resolution  of  le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  110 

Petrikin,  Mr. — representative  12,  13,  14;  respecting 

stationary  14,  15,  27-8-9,  30-1,  59,  60-1-2;  accounts  Ilf; 
instructions  171-2-4-5,  189,  190,  206,  223,  23S;  mileage 
233;  workmen  237, 255, 271,285;  banks  300,  316-19,  330 
Philadelphia — memorial  24;  items  32;  riots  48;  mo- 
ney of  144;  commerce  166;  custom  house  187;  busi- 
ness 203;  schools  229;  exports  of  flour  240;  city  debt 
278;  colinization  291;  number  of  churches,  auction 
duties  i6.;  printing  anniversary  292;  steam  packets  361; 
property  assessment  343 

Pickens,  Mr.  representative,  affair  with  China  46, 239; 
presents  239,  315-16 

Pierce,  Mr.sen.il,  92, 106,  170-1;  frauds  188  204,326 
Pilot  law — reported  163.  173;  debate  219,  220-1,  239, 
253  4 5;  in  senate  315,  319;  memorials  236,234,313 
Piracy,  call  for  correspondence  59;  items  256;  an 
the  Hudson  261;  Vernon  237;  Caladonia  237 

Pittsburg,  steamboats  144;  business  166;  remon- 
strance relative  to  steamboat  law  283;  bridge  291 

Pneumatic  engine,  Bissell’s  64 

Poisoning,  instance  of  304 

Poinsett,  Mr.  sec.  reply  to  Virginia  committee  294 


INDEX. 


Polish  exiles,  commiitee  141;  petition  283 

Political — see  Van  Suren,  whig,  conventions;  letter  of 
Wm.  C.  Rives  5;  whig  proceedings  D.  C.  19;  in  Onio 
21;  letter  of  H.  A.  Wise  101;  letter  of  ex-president 
Jackson  to  the  Van  Buren  members  of  Ohio  legislature 
216;  letter  to  J.  Lyon  247;  his  letter  to  Nashville  Union 
293;  address  of  Van  Buren  members  of  New  York 
legislature  294;  Berrien  and  Harrison  293-4;  Mr.  Poin- 
sett’s letter  ib.;  numerous  political  meetings  407;  vote 
for  president  in  1836  392 

Polk,  James,  declines  nomination  for  vice  president 
227;  and  offers  for  governor  346 

Pope,  Mr.  rep  14,23,  172,  220;  explanation  330;  N 
Jersey  question  334 

Popular  vote,  in  the  several  states  1836-7-8-9  393 

Porter,  gov.  extra  session  135;  message  136;  veto  361 
Porter,  senator,  57-8,  92-3;  Seneca  treaty  105-6-7, 140 
Porter,  Mr.  representative  187 

Portland,  population  of  400 

Port  Penn  204;  port  Sheldon,  (harbours)  57 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  population  304,  352,  384;  accident 

307 

Portugal,  items  65;  tobacco  trade  201 

Postage — petitions  for  reduction  of  24,  44-5,  92,  107; 
payment  of  senators  24;  resolution  that  documents  to 
states  be  exempt  45;  Mr.  Webster’s  resolution  for  re- 
ducing 237 

Postmaster — at  Reynoldsburg  219;  at  Baton  Rogue 
220,  238;  relative  to  correspondence  ib.;  reappointed 
304;  arrest  227 

Postmaster  general— relative  to  city  office  59;  con- 
ractors,  franking  privilege  60;  detention  of  mails  7Sj 
Amos  Kendall’s  resignation  163;  drafts  protested  355 

Post  office  buildings,  message  76;  report  99 

Post  office  department,  affairs  of259;  bill  reported  271, 
283;  proceedings  on  313 

Post  notes,  outlawed  176 

Post  routes,  momorials  58,78 

Powers,  Mr.  artist  48;  memorial  58 

Pre-emption  law — memorials  57;  Mr.  Reynold’s  95; 
bill  amended  and  passed  122;  Mr.  White  127;  memo- 
rial 123;  debate  205-6-7;  Mr.  Triplett’s  bill  2)9 

Prentiss,  Mr.  senator  11, 25,44,75;  Cumberland  road 
76-7,  107,  122,  141, 187;  bankrupt  bill  270 

Presbyterian,  assembly  181;  appointments  210 

President  of  U.  S.  presents  to  179,  333;  expenditure 
of  3S7;  see  message. 

President  and  vice  prest.  electoral  votes  for  1837  392 
President  Van  Buren,  letter  to  Elizabeth  city  393;  see 
Van  Buren. 

Presidential,  abolition  nomination  96;  see  political, 
Van  Buren,  whig. 

Presidential  term,  Mr.  Crabb’s  resolution  to  limit  to 

one  year  l/  95 

Preston,  Mr.  senator  10,  11,  24;  debts  of  the  states 
25,  58;  Cumberland  road  bill  75,  92;  treasury  note  bill 
92;  land  offices  ib.-,  statute  of  Washington  106;  branch 
mints  122;  relief  of  gen.  Wool  and  col.  Croghan  122; 
on  the  deatl^ofjtidge, White  123,  140-1;  a’  the  national 
convention  159,  170J,.  188,  204;  militia  237;  speech  at 
Alexandria  268,  356;  District  banks  327;  Danville  "345 
Previous  question,  decision  respecting  222 

Price,  Wm.  return  of  192 

Priests,  in  Russia,  exiled  178 

Printing — inquiry  13;  extension  47;  memorial  78; 

conversation  77,  93,  110-11;  proceedings  on  175,  189, 
190;  number  of  persons  employed  in  112;  anniversary 
of  96,  256,  292;  new  method  of  272 

Prisons,  in  Connecticut  195 

Privateer,  gen.  Armstrong  26 

Froffit,  Mr.  representative  14,  27;  Cumberland  road 
63,  75;  Mr.  Hopkin,’  127,  143;  at  convention  159,  172. 
189,  190;  A.  Smith  223;  quorum  ib.-,  sub-treasury  287. 
318,  331;  New  Jersey  334 

Protestant  Episcopal,  bishop  224;  convention  229 

Providence,  R.  I.  population  352 

Piussia — items  49;  Crimsien  burnt  226;  Episcopacy 
272;  death  of  the  king  258,  289;  his  will  353 

Public  buildings,  letter  from  commissioner  300 

Public  lands — petition  from  Illinois  for  a donation  of, 
for  education  11;  resolutions  from  Mississippi  recom- 
mending the  distribution  of  the  24;  on  proceeds  of,  in 
Alabama  24-6;  petition  for  pre-emption,  presented  ib.; 
Chickasaw  purchase  ib.;  memorial  from  the  legislature 
of  Mississippi  asking  for  all  the  public  lands  in  that 
state  ib.;  resolution  asking  information  respecting  the 
quantity  of,  purchased  of  each  Indian  tribe,  &c. 
amount  paid  therefor,  &e.  ib.;  adopted  27;  bill  relative 
to  reservations  in  Alabama  ib.;  leave  asked  to  present 
the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  rela- 
tive to  47;  memorials  asking  a pre-emption  law  57;  re- 
solution of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  dissenting  to 
the  proposed  distribution  of,  presented  53;  bill  appro- 
priating certain,  fir  purposes  of  education,  reported  ib.; 
memorial  respecting,  in  Indiana  73;  Alabama  reserva- 
tion bill  passes  the  senate  92;  various  bills,  resolutions, 
proceedings,  &c.  106,  107;  bill  granting  to  certain 
states  lor  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  debated 
103;  sundry  land  bills  pass  the  senate  108;  sale  of  73; 
bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price  of, 
considered,  &c.  122;  warm  debate,  bill  passes  the  se- 
nate 140-1;  inquiry  relative  to,  in  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi ceded  by  'he  Chickasaw  122;  sale  of,  at  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  fetter  of  the  secretary  of  the.  treasu- 
ry, relative  to  131;  commiuee  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  memorials  relating  to,  granted  to  the  Polish 
exiles  141;  bill  granting,  to  Dade  Institute,  debated  141; 
petition  of  the  Mount  Carbon  coal  company,  for 
a grant  of  every  alternate  section  of,  through  which 
their  road  passes  169;  notice  of  the  bills  introduced,  re- 
nting to  163;  sale  of,  in  Michigan  169;  inquiry  as  to 


a grant  of,  to  lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain  171;  me- 
morial from  citizens  of  Illinois,  for  a grant  of,  to  aid  in 
constructing  a rail  road  from  t he  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi by  way  of  Boston  and  Buffalo.  &e.  171;  hill  re- 
lative to  grams  of,  in  Tennessee,  debated  223;  bill  to 
authorise  patents  for  certain,  reported  270;  the  bill  to 
expose  to  sale  the,  heretofore  received  in  Ohio,  engross- 
ed 284;  bill  granting,  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River 
canal  company  284;  bill  to  grant  the  Mount  Carmel 
and  New  Albany*fajl  road  company  a portion  of,  on  a 
credit,  debated,  amended  and  indeffinately  postponed 
284;  bill  granting,  for  the  use  of  St.  Clair  county,  Illi- 
nois, passes  the  senate  299;  bill  granting  two  sections 
of,  for  the  benefit  of  the  university  in  Iowa,  passes  the 
senate  299;  annexing  certain  tract,  to  the  Coosa  dis- 
trict 299;  sales  of,  in  Michigan,  Illinois,  Iowa  306;  on 
the  report  and  survey  of  the  mineral  lands  by  R.  D. 
Owen  326-7;  Mr.  Merrick’s  call  for  information  relative 
to  entries  on  private  sale  of  350 

Pursers  of  the  navy;  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  44.  47 
Quadruple  alliance,  respecting  the  3S5-6 

Quebec , arrivals  at  290 

Quicksilver,  notice  of  discovery  of  343 

Quincy,  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  191 

Quiragus,  antiquities  of  289 

Quorum  in  house  of  representatives,  embarrassing 
proceedings  for  want  of  61;  of  committee  of  the  whole, 
proceedings  on  changing  the  rule  as  to  222 

Racine,  Michigan,  relative  to  harbor  78,  141 

Rail  roads — items  J6;  the  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, the  Mohawk  and  Hudson,  Columbia,  Harrisburg 
and  Cumberland  Valley  ib.;  income  of,  on  certain  lines 
32;  Simpson’s  patent  curves  in  48;  riot  in  Philadelphia 
ib.;  self-adjusting  switch  ib.;  Wilmington,  North  Ca- 
rolina, load  completed  ib.;  memorial  of  the  legislature 
of  Michigan  for  a,  from  Platteville  to  the  Mississippi 
river  53;  unfavorable  report  thereon  t&.;  Bissell’s  pneu- 
matic engine  64;  the  Wilmington  ib.;  the,  of  Massa- 
chusetts 80;  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  finished  96; 
progress  of,  in  New  York  12S;  the  number,  &c.  of,  in 
Belgium  130;  new  tariff  of  tolls  on  the  Pennsylvania 
136;  petitions  of  the  Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia 
rail  road  company,  for  exiention  ol  time  140;  the  Bal- 
timore and  Susquehanna  finished  144;  receipts  of  the 
Boston  146;  proceedings  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Albany  and  Mount  Carmel  rail  road  170;  in  Con- 
necticut 195;  income,  cost  of  transportations,  &c.  198; 
the  Troy  and  Schenectady  ib.;  accident  and  loss  of 
life  at  Durham  bridge  164;  the  York  and  Wrightsville 
completed  167;  memorial  for  grant  of  land  to  aid  in 
constructing  a,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi  by 
way  of  Boston,  Buffalo,  &c.  171;  legislative  aid  to,  the 
Hudson  and  Birkshire,  and  to  the  Long  Island  rail 
road  180;  petition  for  a remission  of  duties  on  iron 
imported  lor  188;  performance  of  locomotive  192;  in- 
quiry as  to  granting  land  in  aid  of  constructing  a, 
between  lakes  Ontario  and  Chaplain  171;  debate  on 
incorporating  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail  road 
company  204;  the  Hartford  and  New  Haven  229;  suc- 
cess of  the  Georgia  rail  road  and  banking  company 
230;  injury  to  the  Vicksburg  ib.;  celebration  at  Raleigh 
245;  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  261;  carnival  on 
opening  the  Gaston  and  Raleigh  263;  proceedings  on 
the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany,  bill  269;  on  the 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  270,  287;  the  London  and 
Birmingham  304;  the  West  Feliciana,  the  Alabama, 
Florida  and  Georgia  313;  bill  for  relief  of  sundry 
rail  road  companies,  reported  326;  the  New  Bedford 
and  Taunton,  Worcester  and  Norwich,  Boston  and 
Maine  341;  the  Tioga  343;  the,  in  England  352;  the 
Syracuse  and  Utica  360;  Boston  and  Worcester,  Lon- 
don and  Blackwell,  &.C.  384;  meeting  at  New  Y ork  re- 
lative to  a,  to  Albany  239 

Railways — asked  and  granted  in  England,  the  re- 
venue of,  &c.  rapid  travelling  on  the  Georgia  416 

Rain  176;  table  of,  for  nine  years  376 

Rains,  cap*,  affair  with  the  Indians  260 

Ramsey,  Mr. — rep.  95;  on  treasury  note  bill  77-S;  on 
sub-treasury  bill  233  9,  331-2,  350 

Randolph,  Mr.  rep.  30;  exp’anation  78, 1 10,  191,207; 
pilot  bill  220 

Rariden,  Mr.  rep.  Cumberland  road  61,  77;  appeal 

95;  Indian  annuities  ib.;  to  be  excused  on  the  N.  J. 
question  335 

Ruthburn.  Bettj.  application  for  pardon  229 

Rattlesnake  400 

Raub’s  steam  valve  315-16 

Rayner,  Mr.  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  271;  fined  272 
Raymond’s  political  economy,  placed  in  the  library 
271;  reconsideration  _ 285 

Red  river  raft,  appropriation  for  14;  bill  repor'ed  125; 
items  279,  3 ? 6 

Reed,  Mr. — rep.  47,  59,  7S  9,  on  appropriations  127; 
Commonwealth  bank  141,  171;  sub-treasury  286.  318 
Reporters  of  congres-ionn!  proceedings,  rule  respect 
ing  prop  tsed  24;  debate  relative  to,  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing 253,  269;  select  committee  299 

Resignation,  Richard  Biddle  199 

Retrocession,  proceedings  ot  the  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Alexandria  in  relation  to  338;  see  District  of  Columbia. 

Returns  of  elections  of  members  of  congress,  com- 
mittee for  further  legislation  on  78 

Revenue — remonstrance  against  passing  the  bill  f or 
more  certain  collection  of  the  187;  fraud  detected  192; 
of  Boston  100;  of  Austria  130;  deminution  of  receipts 
at  New  York  227;  relative  to  the  bill  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  the  350;  memorials  from  merchants  of 
New  York,  relative  to  the  bill,  &c.  251;  debate  resum- 
ed 284;  ort  plate  glass  259;  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  of  the  amount  actually  received  since  the 
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end  of  the  fiscal  year  273;  collected  at  Boston  and 
New  York  283;  expedient  in  case  of  failure  ol  the  336 
Revoluiionary  claims  and  bounty  lands,  report  on  the 
Virginia  181;  on  printing  142;  proceedings  on  303 
Revolutionary  heroes — death  of  Wm.  Chatham  240; 
of  Jacob  Kent  256;  of  col.  Gassaway  Watkins  344;  of 
Wm.  Hugh  Gordon  363;  Thomas  Bulton  363 

Revolutionary  officer,  capt.  Isaac  Davis  the  first  of- 
ficer that  fell  in  the  struggle  192 

Revolutionary  relict,  one  of  the  giants  320;  in  Vt  r- 
mont  352 

Revolutionary  services,  Mr.  Pierce’s  resolution  rela- 
tive to  frauds  practised  under  the  pretence  of  188 
Revolutionary  war,  inquiry  as  to  allowing  pensions  to 
the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the,  proposed  75 
Reward  of  industry  and  merit,  in  Massachusetts  413 
Reynolds,  Mr.  rep.  the  Cumberland  road  76,  94;  pre- 
entption  95;  appropriation  bill  125 

Rhett,  Mr.  rep.  31,  59,  60-2,  77,  79, 10S;  on  the  docu- 
mentary history  173-4;  oil  the  sub-treasury  bill  271,  2S8  j 
Rhinoceros,  death  ol  the  112 

Rhode  Island— resolution  of  the  legislature  relative  to 
public  lands  47;  the  election  114;  returns  134;  legislature 
146.  164;  semi-centennial  anniversary  194,  277;  Eugene 
Malte  and  the  cutter  Vigilant  180;  whig  state  conven- 
tion, celebration  at  the  Button  woods  277;  period  of 
election  404 

Rhodes,  Foster,  arrives  from  Smyrna  256 

Ribbons,  American  manufactory  of  144 

Richmond,  conventions  at  3;  improvements  308 

Right  of  way,  bill  granting,  &c.  passed  171 

Riley,  capt.  James,  death,  biographical  notice  112 
Riley,  col.  expediiion  in  Florida  260 

Riot,  at  Philadelphia  48,  361 

Rio  Janeiro,  item  50;  a new  republic  proposed  C6 
Ritchie,  Thomas,  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett  295 

Rives,  Wm.  C.  letter  of  5 

Rives,  Mr.  rep.  28,  31;  explanation  46;  journal  cor- 
rected 58  333 

Road,  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  for  a,  from 
Ohio  to  the  Columbia  rivet'21;see  Michigan,  Arkansas. 

Roane,  Mr.  senator  58;  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 
92,  204;  on  the  militia  report  237,  270,  323 

Robertson,  post  office  bill  280 

Robinson,  Mr.  218,313 

Rock  river,  petition  for  improvement  of  205 

Rockway,  Mr.  representative  79 

Rome,  fire  at  the  college  in  128 

Rotary  stocking  loom  176 

Rugoles,  Mr.  senator  11,  25,  45,  106,  107,  141,  188; 
on  the  N.E.  survey  298 

Rule,  relative  to  reporters,  proposed  24;  proceedings 
on,  adopted  25;  resolution  to  rescind  part  of  the  127th 
proposed,  proceedings  thereon  221-2;  adopted  222;  Mr. 
Atherton’s  proposition  220;  can  the  senate  at  any  time 
change  their?  299 

Rush,  Benj.  arrival  from  England  258 

Russell,  Mr.  rep.  relative  to  private  claims  12,  27;  to 
rule  on  voting  30-1,  46,59,  62,  7S,  94,  111,  220,319 
Russia — illness  ot  the  emperor  1;  rumor  of  treaty  with 
England  23;  affairs  with  Persia  ib.;  difficulties  expe- 
rienced in  the  expedition  toChivia  113;  imperial  library 
144;  preparations  in  the  Black  Sea,  Circassian  opera- 
tions, disasters  in  Khiva,  intimations  from  England, 
priests  exiled  178;  population  &c.  of  St.  Petersburg, 
loans,  Khan  of  Chivin  162;  tobacco  trade  201;  a mar- 
riage, Circassians,  failure  of  expedition  to  Khiva  226; 
more  disasters  in  Circassia,  Kriwzoft’tlje  artist  289;  re- 
port that  the  Russian  army  etiicrs  Chivia  in  triumph, 
and  that  the  Khan  had  submitted  and  entered  into  al- 
liance with  322;  appearance  of  crops  in  386 

Rutherford,  hon.  J.  death  of  16 

Ryal,  Mr.  on  the  District  bank  bill  300 

Rye,  N.  H population  of  320 

Rye,  shipping  for  the  Black  Sea  400 

Sabbath,  judicial  decision  on  travelling  on  the  96 
Safety  valve,  Raub’s,  memorial  313 

Salaries,  petition  for  a reduction  of  171,214 

Salem  township,  N.  J.  population  304 

Snllenche,  dreadful  conflagration  178 

Salt,  at  Salina  16;  Mr.  Benton’s  bill  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  45 

Saltonstall,  Mr.  rep.  79;  appropriations  126,  172;  on 
the  documental y history  173;  to  be  excused  on  the  N. 
Jersey  question  334 

Saltpetre,  duties  on  131;  trial  in  relation  to  259 

Salutes,  regulation  of  306 

Samuels,  Mr.  rep.  expenditures  110 

Sandwich  Islands — complaint  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Irrigate  Artimese  145 

Santa  Fe  traders,  on  return  route  192 

Santander,  president,  illness  and  character  of  226 
Sapper,  minors  and  potitoniers,  relative  to  organizing 
a c ompany  of  251 

Sara'oga,  new  buildings  at  164;  visitors  352 

Sarchet.  J.  F.  appeal  283 

Saturn’s  rings,  widest  extent  368 

Sauttder’s  report  on  the  practicability  ofimproving  the 
falls  of  the  Ohio,  call  tor  a copy  of  the  219 

Savannah,  memorial  relative  to  custom  house  at  125 
Savii — the  island  of  276 

Saxony — wages  of  labor  in  40 

Scarborough,  John,  and  Nancy  his  wife,  petition  fiom, 
for  a grant  of  land  for  having  already  raised  twenty 
c hildren  for  the  benefit  of  the  republic  and  expect  to  be 
further  frui'ful  107 

Schenectady,  fire  at  342 

Schools,  in  Baltimore  city  80;  in  Massachusetts  194 
Sehuykill  coal  trade  278 

Scott,  sir  Walter,  monument  to  400 

Sculptors,  Greenough  and  Powers  in  Italy  48 
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Sealers,  success  of  , . *44 

Seamen,  inquiry  as  to  modifying  tne  laws  in  relation 
to,  discharged  in  foreign  ports  218;  bill  reported  236; 
engrossed  252;  passed  319;  act  respecting  shipment  ot, 
and  the  duties  of  consuls  355;  estimated  number  of  3S4 
Sea  serpent,  notice  of  the  3S4 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  reports  the  pension  roll  24;  the 
correspondence  between  admiral  Baudin  and  commo- 
dore W.  B.  Shubrick  5S;  report  of,  relative  to  the  post 
office  building  76;  relative  to  light  houses  on  Flynn  s 
knoll  95;  of  the  contracts  made  by  the  navy  commis- 
sioners for  1S39  presented  141;  on  Mighill’s  patent  fire 
arms  237;  relative  to  steam  ships  of  war  252;  record  on 
the  trial  of  lieut.  flooe  285;  proceedings  thereon  ib.;  re- 
p 1 v of,  as  to  the  cost  of  chronometers,  and  expenses  ol 
officers  employed  in  the  transportation  300 

Secretary  of  State,  correspondence  of,  with  Spanish 
legation  relative  to  tunnage  duty  communicated  26:  coi- 
respondence  between,  and  Mr.  Fo xib.;  reply  respecting 
surveys  of  northeast  boundary  46;  notice  relative  to  tariff 
and  German  currency  67;  report  of,  relative  to  post 
office  building  76;  in  reply  to  a call  of  the  house  94;  re- 
lative to  tobacco  trade,  &c.  124;  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Fox  273;  the  number  of  passengers  29S 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reply  ot,  respecting  paying 
drafts  in  specie  10;  relative  to  compensation  to  district 
attorneys,  clerks  and  marshals  47;  relative  to  moneys 
invested  in  the  stocks  of  the  several  states  58;  relative 
to  the  post  office  buildings  76;  relative  to  the  omission 
to  issue  patents  fur  lands  in  Louisiana  ib.;  letter  respect- 
ing duties  received  79;  report  on  the  mint  95;  report  of 
the,  of  accounts  of  persons  entrusted  with  disbursements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  106;  report  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  banks  of  the  U.  S 109,  114;  report,  of  the 
amount  ot  drawbacks  paid  on  exportations  of  refined 
sugar  122;  report  of  the  expenditures  of  the  government 
170;  relative  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  treasury  drafts 
171;  report  of  hanks  in  which  specie  deposites  have  been 
made  in  anticipation  of  treasury  notes,  &c.  IBS;  report 
relative  to  mineral  lands,  &c.  238;  on  the  Chickasaw 
reservations  239;  of  the  receipts  since  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  273;  report  on  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  country  2S3;  on  the  trade  with  China  300,  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  expenses  313;  regulation  respect- 
ing presentation  of  treasury  drafts  355 

Secretary  of  War,  communication  relative  to  the  of- 
fice of  commissioner  of  pensions  13;  report  relative  to 
marine  hospitals  26;  report  of,  relative  to  the  petition  of 
J.  H.  Waters  47;  relative  to  damages  to  individuals  in 
the  Florida  war,  relative  to  unsatisfied  claims  for  forage 
and  provisions  for  the  army  47;  relative  to  payment  to 
the  Winnebago  Indians  57;  report  of  the  topographical 
bureau  58;  third  auditor’s  reply  to  inquiries  relative  to 
settlement  for  horses  lost  by  Alabama  voluteers  in  the 
Seminole  war  5S;  do.  on  certain  Indian  affairs  on  the 
Des  Moins  river  5S;  plan  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  militia,  reported  by  the  59;  correspondence  with  the 
Cherokee  delegation  76;  report  of,  in  relation  to  the  post 
office  building  ib  ; in  relation  to  proceedings  under  the 
treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes  ib.;  relative  to  a harbor  at 
Racine  78;  relative  to  military  and  naval  preparations 
on  the  northern  frontier  81;  in  reply  to  a call  of  the 
house  94;  relative  to  the  northern  frontier  95;  documents 
from,  relative  to  the  treaty  with  the  N.  York  Indians 
104;  relative  to  the  western  frontier  107;  letter  from, 
transmitting  a system  of  reorganization  of  the  militia 
116;  of,  relative  to  the  kyanizing  123;  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  registration  of  the  militia  132-3;  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  defence  of  the  country  141;  reply 
of,  relative  to  piers  at  Racine  and  Southport  169;  rela- 
tive to  defence  189;  to  Indian  affairs  189;  to  the  Pea 
Patch  236;  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  to  whom 
his  militia  project  had  been  referred  365 

Selma  and  Tennessee  rail  roads,  bill  for  the  benefit 
of,  passes  the  senate  169 

Senate,  United  States,  executive  proceedings  on  the 
treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indians  103 

Senators  of  the  U.  S. — J.  W.  Huntington  elected 
from  Connecticut  ISO;  political  classifications  241;  elec- 
tion i:i  New  Hampshire  deferred  261;  compensation, 
the  officers  of  the  -326;  Wrn.  R.  King  elected  president 
pro  tern.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Strange  rts;gn  305,  303 
Seneca  Indians — treaty  with,  ratified  SO;  executive 
proceedings  in  the  United  States  senate  thereon  103; 
petition  of  Daniel  Two-Gun  and  others,  president’s 
message  ib.;  proceedings  103-4  5 6 

Sergeant,  Mr.  speech  of,  at  the  whig  national  con- 
vention 158,  173;  on  Mr.  Spooner’s  memorial  207,  271, 
285;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  285,  318;  to  be  excused  on 
the  N.  J.  question  334 

Sergant  at  arms,  reports  members  in  custody  62 
Sevier,  Mr.  senator  26,45  53,74  92;  Indian  treaty 
104  5 6-7, 122;  on  currency  170-1,  188,  204,  213,236231 
Shaw,  Mr.  representative  79 

Sheep,  number  of  16,  125 

Sheep  shearing,  at  Nantucket  288 

Shepard,  Mr.  rep.  143;  on  the  sub-treasury  254 
Sheras,  lieut.  E.  A.  acquitted  305 

Sherman,  lieut.  acknowledgment  to  243 

Shubrick,  com.  corresp.  with  adm.  Baudin  164 
Siamese  twins,  in  N.  Carolina  315 

Sicilies,  dispute  with  England  respecting  sulpher  178; 
France  offers  to  mediate  178 

Silk — nine  petitions  from  Pennsylvania  for  a duty  on 
10,  26;  Mr.  H.  Clay  on  presenting  a memorial  26-7; 
petitions  for  a duty  44, 57-8,  107.  123,  140;  proceedings 
64;  decline  of  price  of,  at  Milan  65;  bill  to  increase  the 
duties -on,  reported  95;  revival  of  the  business  176; 
mortality  amongst  worms  192;  reeling.  &c.  N.  Jersey 
277;  notice  of  the  progress  of  320;  Mr.  Berte'li’s  disco- 
very 384;  culture  in  N.  Orleans  192 


Sky  rockel  power  _ 352 

Slade,  Mr.  rep.  61;  on  Matthew  Lyon’s  claim  206; 
N.  Jersey  question  334 

Slaves — law  of  Maryland  relating  to  230;  dismissal 
of  capt.  Hawkins  on  charge,  for  removing  a 303;  con- 
sular assurance  respecting  274;  manumitted  by  Mon- 
roe Edwards  245;  death  of  600  by  suffocation  '25S 
Slavers — Mr.  Calhoun  proposes  declaratory  resolu- 
tions respecting  11;  referred  45;  memorial  from  Albany, 
that  Florida  may  not  be  admitted  into  the  union 
without  slavery  being  prohibited  37;  see  fugatiyes;  de- 
cision relative  to.  in  Mississippi  73;  inquiry  into  the 
fraudulent  use  of  the  American  flag  96;  bill  reported, 
documents  respecting  170;  debated  253;  capture  of 
the  Ulysses  96;  the  Victoria  99;  a capture  by  the 
Cleopatra  ib.;  information  from  Liberia  113;  Montell 
acquitted  145;  decision,  the  schooner  Ann  211;  the 
schooner  Eliza  Davidson  320;  the  Urraca  and  another 
336;  “Thirteenth  of  June,”  condemned  351;  convic- 
tion of  captain  Morris  of  the  Butterfly  356;  decision  in 
the  case  of  the  Catharine  3S4;  sentenced  400 

Slavery — pentions  relative  to  10,57-8;  correspodence 
with  president  Van  Buren  respecting  391 

Slave  trade — Buxton’s  remedy,  republished  320; 
prince  Albert  on  the  257 

Smith,  Mr.  of  Me.  rep.  12, 13,  59,  60,  7S-9,  92,  on  the 
boundary  line  109,  206;  221-2;  altercation  27-9,  77,78, 
127,  223;  at  the  national  convention  151,  172;  appeal 
from  decision  as  to  right  to  offer  a resolution  22i,  318 
Smith,  Mr.  of  Con.  senator,  announces  the  death  of 
Tbaddeus  Betts  93,  219;  asks  leave  to  make  a minori- 
ty report  from  committee  on  elections  28,  204,  298,  299, 

326, 332 

Smith,  Mr.  of  Inda.  senator,  on  debts  of  the  states 
25;  reports  amendment  to  the  judiciary  system  45;  on 
adjourning  ib.,  58;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  75;  on  the 
Cumberland  road  bill  76,  106-7,  141. 169,  203;  on  the 
report  ot  militia  committee  219,284,298,  314;  on  the 
District  banks  327 

Smith  Mr.  of  Vt.  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  238 

Smith,  Freeman,  rep.  350 

Smith,  sir  Sidney,  death  of  257 

Smithsonian  bequest,  J.  Q.  Adamson  the  11 

Soap  and  candles  manufactured  by  steam  272 

Solicitor  of  the  general  land  office,  bill  to  abolish,  dis- 
cussed 45 

Soul,  bishop,  Methodist  delegate  to  the  cunference  in 
England  224 

Soundings  in  the  Atlantic  224 

Southard,  Mr.  senator  11,24;  on  the  Cherokee  ar- 
rangements 27;  resolution  adopted  44;  inquiry  relative 
to  affairs  of  the  exploring  expedition  45;  Mr.  MeMnr- 
trie’s  memorial  92,  106, 171,251,  329 

South  America — items  from  Peru,  Chili  and  Bolovia, 
Yucatan  162;  straits  of  Magellan  ib.;  Pacific,  Valpa- 
raiso, Chili,  Peru  131;  rumor  178 

South  Carolina — memorial  asking  for  a light  house 
at  Georgetown,  S.  C.  58;  students  at  the  medical  col- 
lege of  80;  death  of  governor  Noble  128;  in  virtue  of 
which  lieut.  governor  Henagan  assumes  the  executive 
chair  ib.;  appropriations  for  and  number  of  schools  in 
136;  whig  meeting  at  Charleston  181;  meeting  of  states 
rights  parly  at  Charleston,  Van  Buren  meeting  199; 
candidates  for  congress,  lighting  Cape  Fear  river  and 
Charleston  harbor,  navy  yard  230;  candidates  for  con- 
gress, consecration  of  bishop  Gadsden,  firemens  asso- 
ciation, freshet  263;  congressional  candidates,  death  of 
J.  R.  Pringle.  Dr.  Johnson  appointed  to  succeed  him  308 
Southern  seamboat  packet  company,  committee  on 
the  memorial  discharged  270 

Southport,  Mich,  relative  to  piers  at  141 

Southwestern  whig  convention  at  Nashville  311 
Spain— various  items,  Cabrera,  ministers,  tariff,  Com- 
puzano’s  political  prophecy  1;  military  movements  18; 
items  19;  eorrespni  dence  relative  to  tonnage  26;  mes- 
sage relative  thereto  45;  cortes  opened,  speech  of  the 
queen  50;  riot  at  Madrid  65;  congress  of  deputies,  elec- 
tions, reply  to  the  queen’s  speech  113;  tobacco  trade 
201;  Cabrera  still  living  226;  operation  against  Mar- 
cella 258;  Carlists  reverses  289;  Cabrera  enters  France, 
and  the  war  terminates  370;  two  steam  jfrigates  build- 
ing at  New  York  for  284 

Spanish  claims  in  Mo.  report  on,  presented  57 

Specie — items  in  regard  to,  will  be  found  in  the 
Chronicle  pages;  reply  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
repecting  paying  drafts  in  10;  items  128,  160,  20S 
Specie  payments,  resumed  by  banks  in  Charleston, 
S.  Carolina  336 

Spence,  Mr.  senator  26 

Spooner,  L.  memorial  206;  Mr.  Sergeant’s  speech  2<>7 
Springfield,  Pa.  fire  at  160 

Springfield,  III.  inet  rpora'ted,  election  169 

Staniy,  Mr.— rep.  12,  29,  30-1.  59,  60-1-2,  94;  on  ex- 
penditures 110- 11,  125;  on  the  appropriation  bill  142  3; 
at  he  Baltimore  convention  159.  172,  191, 221.  238,  316, 
330  1;  on  amending  the  journal  330;  N.  J.  question  334 
Staples,  products  of,  compared  256 

Starkweather,  Mr.  rep.  14 

States  of  the  union — resolution  that  documents  from, 
to  congressmen  be  free  of  postage,  proposed  45;  boun- 
dary dispute  between  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  73;  ques- 
tion as  to  making  two,  of  Florida  279;  origin  of  the 
names  of  the  several  414 

Stationery — Mr.  Petrikin’s  resolution  relative  to  14; 
Mr.  Johnson’s  substitute  15;  subject  resumed  111;  de- 
bated 124;  memorial  of  the  clerk,  proceedings  and  de- 
bate 125;  committee  on  125;  employing  a clerk  143 
Statute  of  Washington,  relative  to  a 106;  adopted  107 
Steam — petition  for  security  of  lives  in  travelling  11; 
employed  in  building  400;  in  manufacturing  soap  and 
candles  272 


Steamboats — the  Valley  Forge  iron  boat  16;  memo- 
rial from  masters  and  agents  of,  on  the  lakes  against 
the  law,  relative  to  tiller  ropes  26,  5S,  92-3;  svnopsis  of 
the  bill  reported  to  regulate  71;  number  of  iron  tiller 
ropes  in  use  in  128;  the  Commerce  burnt  ib  ; number 
of,  at  Pittsburg  144;  the  Bedford  snagged  and  lost  160; 
the  Green  river  capsized  it.;  fully  loading  at  once  at 
Pittsburg,  loss  of  the  Grampus,  the  Litde  Rock  208;  a 
new  kind  of  176;  bill  to  construct  on  Hun'er’s  plan  206; 
injury  to  the  Prarie  231;  collision  of  the  De  Win  Clin- 
ton and  Napoleon,  Huntressand  Portland  272;  remon- 
strance of  the  builders,  &c.  of,  against  laws  obliging 
them  to  adopt  certain  machinery  in  the  constructing 
of  233;  explosion  on  hoard  the  Chester,  sixteen  boats 
laid  up  on  the  lakes  320;  the  Albany  the  largest  in  the 
world,  the  iron  boat,  Valley  Forge  leaves  Pittsburg  for 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  224;  three  hundred  miles  a 
day  accomplished  bv  the  Erie,  the  Kansas  bnrnt  2S8; 
captains  of  the  De  Witt  Clinton  and  the  Napoleon  in- 
dicted 336;  the  Natchez,  achievement  of  the  Meteor, 
Corsican  sunk  304;  loss  of  the  North  Carolina  345;  ver- 
dict against  the  Warrenton  for  having  no  license  347; 
the  American  burnt  352,  363;  the  Troy  ib.;  number  of 
in  Great  Britain,  the  Erie,  a temperance  boat  on  the 
Ohio  384;  the  James  Gibson,  the  Miami,  the  Medoc  416 
Steamboat  disasters,  report  of  the  number  of  413 
Steam  engines — number  of  in  use  in  England  128; 
one  sent  by  mail  160;  in  England  394;  memorial  in  be- 
half of  a safety  valve  313 

Steamers— British  Queen  1;  President  and  Liverpool 
1,  49;  Great  Western  17;  French  line  of,  to  the  West 
Indies  50;  wreck  of  the  Lexington  found  80;  Cunard’s 
line  96:  anthracite  used  in  144;  the  British  Lion  160;  bill 
for  providing  steam  revenue  boats  108;  first  arrival  of 
tlie  Unicorn  225;  project  in  Belgium  226,  353;  lieut. 
Radford’s  theory  of,  the  Britannia  272,  321,  352,  368; 
President 272;  the  Britannia,  the  British  Queen  321,  36S; 
Philadelphia  project  361;  two  building  at  New  York 
for  tlie  Spanish  government,  project  of  a line  from  Phil- 
adelphia 384;  arrival  of  the  President  and  Acadia  285; 
Great  Western,  Acadia,  President  400;  Cunard’s  line. 
Great  Western,  Oseola  240;  report  of  the  secretary  of 
war  relative  to 252;  the  Unicorn,  Neptune  256;  two  build- 
ing in  England  for  the  Pacific  326;  bill  ordered  to  a third 
reading  283 

Steam  fire  engine  400 

Steam  tonnage  of  U.  States  368 

Sieenrod,  Mr.  rep.  on  the  appropriation  bill  111,  425 
Stevens,  capt.  Thos.  H.  U.  S.  navy,  to  succeed  com. 
Patterson  in  command  at  Washington  navy  yard  72 
Stevens,  J.  L.  discovers  antiquities  at  Quaragua 
2S9;  at  Palenque  192;  arrives  at  Campeachy  33S;  re- 
turn of  356 

Stevenson,  Mr.  minister  at  England  49;  note  rela- 
tive to  the  China  trade  371;  reply  to  the  London  meet- 
ings’ circular  relative  to  the  persecution  of  the  Jews  388; 
speech  at  the  agricultural  dinner  402 

St.  Josephs,  a port  of  entry  223 

St.  Louis,  Indians  at,  231 ; rebuilding  exchange  at  309 
St.  Marks,  Florida,  relative  to  sale  of  lots  in  24 

St.  Petersburg,  population  and  classification  of  162 
Stocks — [On  the  Chronicle  page  of  each  number  of 
the  Register,  movements  in  the  markets  of  this  item  are 
noted.  Foriegn  market  of,  generally  among  tlie  first 
under  the  Foreign  head.]  Negotiation  of  the  Illinois  ca- 
nal bonds  in  Europe  169;  advertised  by  the  comptroller 
New  York  400 

Storm — at  Mobile  96;  number  in  the  month  of  May 
192;  at  New  Orleans  200;  Arkansas  231 

Storrs,  Mr.  r<  presernative  79 

Straits  of  Magellan,  lieut.  Bigelow’s  account  of  162 
Strange,  Mr.  senator  10;  on  the  bankrupt  bill  188, 204, 
205,  218;  resigns  his  seat  305,  303,  329 

Strong,  Mr.  representaiive  78;  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill  239;  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jenifer  284 

Stuart,  of  Illinois,  Mr.  representative,  on  the  appro- 
priation bill  127 

Sturgeon,  Mr.  senator  11,  26,  44,  93,  122;  commuta- 
tion 170-1,283 

Subterranean  village  in  France  161 

Sub-treasury  bill — resolution  presented  in  favor  of, 
from  Mississippi  24;  Mr.  Wright’s  motion  relative  to  26; 
Mr.  Davis’  speech  37;  Mr.  Buchanan’s  remarks  40; 
Mr.  Davis’  reply  43;  bill  debated  45;  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  New  York  against,  presented  47;  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill,  negatived  by  yens  and  nays,  the 
bill  passed  the  senate  75;  is  reported  by  Mr.  Jones  in 
the  house  without  amendment  76;  substitute  bill  pro- 
posed by  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  124;  preceedings  on  190; 
Messrs.  Cushing,  Atherton,  Cushing  191;  debate  re- 
sumed, Mr.  Cushing 205, 219;  Mr.  Lowell  220;  proceed- 
ings relative  to,  Mr.  Triplett’s  resolution  making  it  the 
exclusive  business  221;  Messrs.  Osborne,  Hunt,  H. 
Williams  223;  debate  resumed  233;  Messrs.  White,  of 
Ky.  Ramsey,  Strong,  of  New  York,  Merchand  238-9; 
Messrs.  Underwood,  Lucas,  Marvin,  Parish  239;  de- 
bate resumed,  Messrs.  Parish,  Davis,  Floyd,  Bernard 
253;  again  251;  Mr  Shepard  ib.;  Messrs.  Black,  Crock- 
ett, Beil  255;  debate  resumed  271;  Messrs.  Colquitt, 
Rhett,  Wagner,  Mr.  Clifford's  proposition,  Messrs. 
Cooper,  Rsvner,  Holleman,  Jenifer  27 1;  Messrs.  Allen, 
Sergeant,  Wise,  W.  Cost  Johnson,  McCarty,  ofVa. 
285;  Mr.  Clifford’s  resolution  making  it  the  special  or- 
der ib.;  proceedings  thereon,  adopted  236;  debate  re- 
sumed Messrs.  Campbell,  Hand.  Reed,  J Davis,  of 
Pa.  Hubbard  286;  Messrs.  Morgan,  Hill,  ofVa.  Crabb, 
of  Ala.  Chittenden  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Floyd  in  ex- 
planation, Mr.  Jones  ib.;  committee  rise  and  report  the 
bill  287;  debate  on  the  report,  bill  ordered  to  a third 
reading  ib.;  Mr.  Graham,  of  N-  C.  237,  300;  finally 
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passed  288;  Mr.  Hawes,  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  previous 
question,  bill  passed,  debate  on  the  title  300 

Sub-treasury  law,  as  enacted  311;  official  regulations, 
presentment  of  treasury  drafts  355 

Sub-treasurers,  the  bill  providing  penal  enactments 
against  defaulting,  lost  in  lire  house  of  reps.  336 

Sub-treasury  celebration,  at  New  York  on  the  pass- 
age of  the  bill  342 

Suffrage  in  France  130 

Sugar — documents  respecting  the  drawback  on  re- 
fined 106;  call  tor  information  107;  call  for  further  in- 
formation 122;  report  received  ib.;  crop  of  Louisiana 
136;  cultivation  of,  in  Louisiana,  protective  duty  on  132; 
quantity  oil  imported  into  Cincinnati  240;  value  of,  im- 
ported 352 

Suicides,  a Mexican  girl  176;  number  of,  in  London 

384 

Sulphur,  dispute  between  England  and  the  Sicilies 
respecting  the  trade  in  178 

Sultan  of  Muscat,  see  Muscat. 

Sumatra , destruction  of  Sinahgue  by  a French  brig 

354 

Sunbury,  Pa.  population  of  336 

Supreme  court  of  U.  S.  item  32 

Surgeons,  candidates  for  appointment,  examined  and 
approved  337 

Surgeon  general,  report  of,  relative  to  marine  hospi- 
tals 26,  45 

Survey  of  public  lands,  report  of  appropriations  for 
the  Louisiana  76 

Surveyor  general,  bill  for  the  discontinuance  of  the 
office  of,  in  certain  cases,  discussed  45;  bill  returned 
to  the  senate  with  amendments  203;  engrossed  284 
Suspension  bridge  at  Fairtnount  278 

Swartwout,  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  compromise  with  233 

Sweden,  wages  of  labor  in  40 

Sweeny,  Mr.  rep.  on  reconsidering  142 

Switzerland , emigration  to  America  162;  conflagra- 
tion at  SalJenches  178;  Helvetic  diet  370 

Sword,  presented  tolieut.  K.  Hanson  242 

Sydney,  N.  S Wales,  account  of  307 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  population  288,  3u4 

Syracuse  and  Utica  rail  road,  dividend,  &c.  360 

Syria,  the  pasha  of  Egypt  protests  against  European 
interference  130;  Egyptian  forces  in  209;  insurrection 

370,  386 

Taglioni,  the  dansceus  336 

Talliaferro,  Mr.  representative  285 

Tulimadge,  Mr.  senator  10, 24  26-7;  relative  to  pos- 
tage on  documents  45;  bankrupt  hill  57,  74-5;  adjourn- 
ment 76;  Whitney’s  case  92;  memorials  ib  ; 93;  resolu- 
tion on  the  trealy  made  at  Buffalo  104-5;  for  a grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  constructing  a rail  road  between  lakes 
Ontario  arid  Champlain  17 J,  183;  on  the  bankrupt  bill 
204,  218,  329;  on  the  de  th  of  A.  Brown  26S;  on  the 
Dutchess  memorial  269,  314-15;  speech  at  Elizabeih- 
town  N.  J.  313;  N.  Y.  Tunes  339 

Tuppan,  Mr.  s enator  10,  11,  24-5.  44  53, 76,  93, 106-7 
123,  180,  204,  218;  on  the  banks  326-7,  251,  329,  330; 
on  electing  reporters  269;  retraction  respecting  chaplain 
269,  270,  234,  299,  326 
Tappan,  Lewis,  letter  from  the  vice  president  to  100 
Tariff,  duties  pa,  able  in  Texas  2;  petitions  fora  duly 
on  umbrellas  10;  for  a restoration  of  duties  to  what  they 
were  before  the  compromise  act  ib.;  convention  propos- 
ed, in  favor  of  a protec. ing  114;  petition  from  Beaver  co. 
Pa.  for  an  increase  of,  on  importations  175;  application 
of  hatters  for  a protective  duty  356;  resolmions  of  a Van 
Buren  meeting  in  New  York  in  favor  of  a protecting 
288;  correspondence  with  pres’t  Van  Buren  respecting 
the  compromise  act  ' - 393 

Taylor,  brigadier  general,  arrives  at  N.  Orleans  240 
Taylor,  Mr.  rep.  62,191,284 

Tea,  London  inarket-18;  quantity'consumed  in- the 
U.  States  283;  exporl^of,  to  GreaMfctain  352 

Tea  and  cel&us,  airoont  qf„dra*t  i**England  176 
Telescope^eqjjgtrifctfilfc  by  Mr.  Holcomb  400 
Tempera uCe*re'f<)rm,  repeal  of. the  Massachusetts  fif- 
teen gallon  law'  3;  bill  to  repeal  the  gallon  law  in  Mis- 
sissippi defeated  4;  petition  for  the  prohibitition  of  ardent 
spirits  in  the  army,  navy  and  capitol  1 1;  proceedings  on 
presenting  a similar  petition  78;  in  Mexico  51;  father 
Mathews  61;  Missouri  state  temperance  society  136; 
Iowa  temperance  society  ib.;  proof  of  the  value  of,  in 
the  East  India  service,  St.  Patrick’s  day  in  Dublin,  dis- 
tillers meeting,  letter  from  Mr.  Delavan  144;  quantity 
of  distilled  spiri's  import,  d into  New'  York  146;  on  board 
the  Arabian  slop  Sultanee  179;  proposed  convention  of 
the  friends  of  192;  in  Ireland  240;  i eras  288;  memorial 
of  the  New  York  society  244;  Catholic  movement  in 
Philadelphia  304;  cold  water  army  at  Salem  320;  pro- 
ceedings in  Philadelphia,  Catholic  pledge  343;  m Wis- 
consin 375;  procession  in  London  368;  a temperance 
steamboat  on  the  Ohio  334;  rev.  Mr.  McGinnis,  father 
Mathews  384 

Te/me.wee— state  of,  bank  measures  4;  memorial  for 
an  additional  term  of  U.  S.  court  in  27,  57;  bill  reported 
218;  bill  relative  to  land  titles,  reported  107;  engrossed 
124;  gov.  Carroil  182;  the  bill  relative  to  the  Salt  Lick 
reservation  201;  debate  on  the  bill  relative  to  land  grants 
resumed  223;  proceedings  on  recommitting  the  bill  223; 
gov.  Pope  declines  being  a candidate  for  vice  president 
and  announces  himself  as  a candidate  for  re-election 
as  governor,  candidates  for  congress  346;  southwest- 
ern whig  convention  391 

Tetracaulodon,  remains  of  a,  found  416 

Tewas—n avy  item  Arista  defeat,  army  of  Mexicans 
approaching  under  Feli-ola,  sale  of  lots  in  Sabine,  popu- 
lation of  Austin,  tarifF 2;  steam  packets,  emigrants  to, 
threat  of  the  Mexicans,  dinner  to  S.  Houston,  reports 


I from  Mexico  51;  memorial  that,  be  admitted  into  the 
union  58;  new  republic,  Rio  Grande,  Lipan  Indians, 
anniversary,  Rawson  surrendered,  Cumanche’s  66; 
bonds  of,  greatly  depressed,  financial  expedient  99;  dif- 
ference in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  U. 
S.  and  ib.;  battle  with  the  Cumanches  at  San  Antonio 
113;  relations  with  the  Cumanches  131;  act  against 
gambling,  treasurer  Bringham  suspended,  death  of 
com.  Taylor,  draught,  goods  cheap,  ball  given  to  Hous- 
ton, Mr.  Labranche  178;  Bible  society  201;  the  Cuman- 
che  tragedy  209;  disaffection  in  the  army,  Cumanche 
prisoners,  a duel,  trip  600  miles  up  Trinity  river  227; 
boundary  line  ib  ; proportion  of  lands  unlocated  256; 
commissioner  running  the  boundary  line  274;  Arienta 
advancing  on,  with  a Mexican  army,  fiscal  arrange- 
ments, crops,  naval  treasury  notes,  municipal  regulaiion, 
free  persons  of  color  ordered  to  leave  290;  murder  of 
Mr.  Tidwell  government  notes  funded,  immense  emi- 
gration to  354;  all  ^ee, colored  persons  ordered  out  of, 
item  respecting  BntalVt  seeognizing  independence  of, 
legal  decision  3S7;  items,  laws  of  trade  401 

Thames  tunnel,  nearly  completed  416 

Thiers,  Mr.  proposed  as  minister  33 

Thomas,  Francis,  254;  on  the  District  banks  302 
Thompson,  Mr.  189 

Thompson,  Mr.  of  Miss.  rep.  30,  59;  on  the  expendi- 
ture committee  141,  191 

Thompson,  Mr.  of  Ky.  at  the  whig  convention  152, 

157 

Thompson,  W.  14,  59,  61-2;  explanation  78  9;  on  the 
disputed  boundary  question  100, 143, 172-5;  on  Matthew 
Lyon’s  case  206;  on  ihe  Florida  occupation  hill  220-1, 
285,330;  tube  excused  on  the  N.  Jersey  question  334; 
dinner  at  Danville  345 

Tide  Water  canal — opening  of  the  96,  136;  transpor- 
tation in  160,  167,  262;  N.  Biddle’s  speech  415 

Tillinghast,  Mr.  rep.  47,  61;  on  the  treasury  note  bill 
77  9,  94,  173-4;  on  (he  affray  189,  206,220;  on  Vatte- 
inare’s  memorial  23S 

Timber,  inquiry  ordered  as  to  the  use  of  kyanising 
in  preserving  of  57 

Tippecanoe — preparation  for  the  celebration  at  182; 
whig  assemblage  at  231;  meeting  of  the  old  soldiers  of 
the  battle  of  263;  presentation  of  the  flag,  grand  con- 
vention ai  264;  address  281 

Tobacco — [In  the  Chronicle  page  of  each  number  of 
the  Register,  is  noted  incidents  in  the  trade  in.  The 
foreign  market  will  be  found  amongst  the  first  items  un- 
der the  foreing  head  ] Report  and  documents  relating 
to  the  trade  received  from  the  president  124;  printing 
them  142;  convention  145;  national  covention  of  the 
growers  163;  proceedings,  resolution,  &c.  16.,  201 ; Mr. 
Jenifer’s  speech  203;  Mr.  Tripplett’s  speech  211;  old 
Plymouth  laws  against  176;  sundry  items  240;  impor- 
tant. relating  to  manifests  275;  in  Missouri  310;  no- 
tice of  a proposition  in  congress  to  lay  countervailing 
duties  in  vindication  of  the  trade  336;  Mr.  Jenifer’s  no- 
tice respecting  countervailing  duties  351;  respecting 

371 

Toland,  Mr.  rep.  29,174,207 

Tomhigby  bank  309 

Tonnage — cooperative  increase  of  British  and  Ame- 
rican 40;  message  relative  to  discriminating  duties  on, 
w ith  the  Spanish  government  45:  amount  employed  in 
the  China  twide  338;  of  steamers  363 

Topographical  bureau,  report  of  communicated  58 
Topography, •number  of  acres  of  land  in  each  county 
of  Georgia  169 

Topographical  engineers,  regulations  260 

Tornado,  at  Mobile96;  barometrical  observations 240; 
at  Little  Rock  . 279 

Trade — the  lakes  96;  N.  York  100;  with  rbeimanm 
of  Muscat  145;  at  New  York  146;  dull  in  Europe  177; 
on  the  lakes  227;  relative  to  the,  with  France  242; 
course  of,  Welland  canal  ib.;  of  the  Juniaia  262;  at  N. 
York  286;  at  Baltimore  ib.;  the  English  colonial  trade, 
bread  stuffs  via  Canada  290;  report  on  the,  with  China 
300;  sixteen  sleamboars  laid  upon  the  lakes  320;  de- 
pressed state  of,  in  England  321;  at  Cleveland  231; 
arrivals  and  clearance  from  Boston  341;  the  tobacco 
trade  371;  rye  shipping  for  the  Black  Sea  400;  incon- 
venient laws  of,  in  Texas  401 

Trade  and  commerce — decree  of  the  government  of 
New  Granada,  application  of  hatters  for  a protecting 
du'y,  strange  course  of  trade,  product  of  our  great 
staples,  fur  trade,  codfisheries,  barque  California  and 
Pacific  trade  356;  interesting  to  farmers,  relative  to 
prices,  ships  building  at  Boston,  seamen.  Van  Buren 
meeting  in  New  York,  in  favor  of  a protecting  tariff 
388;  supplies  for  fisheries  admitted  at  New  Brunswick 
free  of  duty,  table  of  comparativs  prices  of  cotton,  to- 
bacco, flour,  wheat,  corn,  bacon, sugar  and  coffee,  each 
year,  front  1313  to  1840  403;  comparative  statement  of 
exportation  of  woollen,  cotton  and  worsted  stuffs  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York  from  1st  January  to  1st  May 
1839  and  1840  338;  direct  trade  between  United  Stales 
and  China  from  1821  tol839,  tonnage  employed,  Ame- 
rican whale  fishery  333 

Trade  and  manufactures  of  England,  relative  to  71-2 
Tran-portaiions,  toll  on  western  166;  cost  of  144, 

256 

Travelling — on  Sunday  96;  items 256;  facility  of,  in 
Europe  334;  on  rail  roads  in  England  416 

Treaty,  with  the  Seneca  Indians  ratified  80;  execu- 
ti\e  proceedings  in  the  U.  S.  senate  thereon  _ 103 

Treasury — observations  on  the  state  of  the  273;  re- 
port of  receipts  since  the  end  of  the,  for  each  year  273 
Treasury,  U.  S.  expedient  adopted  by  congress  to 
aid  the  336;  drafts  protested,  operations  of  sub-treasu- 
ry receiver  at  N.  York  338 


Treasury  department — instruction  to  custom  house 
officers,  relative  to  duties  373;  annual  report  of  the.  on 
commerce  and  navigation  390 

Trea-urv  noie  bill — Mr.  Jones’  notice  relative  to  the 
hill,  &c.  27;  debate  thereon  ib.;  proceedings  on  45;  de- 
bate resumed  47,  58,  61;  procrastinated  session  on  the 
ib.;  debate  resumed  62;  Mr  Bernard’s  interrogetories 
63;  debate  resumed  77;  bill  passed  ib.;  Mr.  Webster’s 
inquiry  respecting,  proposed  57;  agreed  to  5S;  reply  re- 
ceived 58:  Mr.  King’s  inquiry  respecting  regulations  for 
the  sale  of,  &c.  60;  mon'hly  statement  of  the,  issued, 
redeemed,  &c.  65,  99,  290;  bill  for  issuing,  debated  in 
the  senate  75;  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  ib.;  provisions 
of  the  hill  as  passed  by  the  house  88;  Mr.  Everett’s  resolu- 
tion 79;  Mr  Hubbard 88;  Mr.  Webster89;  furtherdebate, 
bill  passes  the  senate  92;  Mr.  White  proposes  inquires 
respecting  the  number  of,  &c.  deposited  in  banks,  &c. 
123;  substitute  proposed  140, 176;  secretary  of  treasury’s 
report  of  banks  in  which  specie  has  been  deposited,  in 
anticipation  of  188;  monthly  statement  227,  355;  resolu. 
tion  directing  the  monthly  publications  of  349 

Treasury  and  patent  office  buildings,  inquiry  as  to 
persons  employed  on  the  237 

Triplett,  Mr.  representative  29;  appropriation  142-3, 
172;  speech  at  the  tobacco  convention  211;  pre-emption 
rights  219;  his  resolution  making  the  sub-treasury  bill 
the  exclusive  question  220,  287,  331-2;  call  for  informa- 
tion on  the  expenditure  &c.  in  the  Florida  war  315;  to 
to  be  excused  on  the  N.  J.  question  335 

Trumbull,  Mr.  representative  58;  on  the  treasury 
note  bill  61,  79 

Trist,  Mr.  American  consul  96;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial,  in  senate  284;  reference  of  the 
application  for  the  recall  of  287;  memorial  from  316;  one 
from  those  who  prefer  the  charges  ib.;  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
call  for  correspondence  with  British  authorities  in  rela- 
tion to  349 

Troy,  N.  Y.  population  of  ~ 400 

Turkey — items,  reported  quadruple  alliance,  respect- 
ing 19;  accounts  from  209;  rumor  that  Ibraham  pasha 
has  orders  to  march  to  Constantinople,  the  sultan’s 
wives,  the  Jews  at  Damascus  226;  ambassador,  Halil 
pasha  Seraskier  dismissed  289;  toleration  354 

Turney,  Mr.  representative  11,  12,  14.  15.  27-8  9,  30, 
31,  59,  61,  142,  172,  189,  2S5,  332 
Twiggs,  col.  U.  S.  A.  expedition  83 

Umbrellas,  petition  for  a duty  on  10;  resolution  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Knight  on  the  subject  of  duties  on  27,  94 
Underwood,  Mr.  representative  59;  amendment  to 
the  treasury  note  bill  77;  negatived  ib.  79;  on  the  affray 
126;  report  thereon  142,  175;  debate  resumed,  resolution 
proposing  standing  rules  183:  proceedings  189,  191, 
205;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  239;  on  the  Florida  war 

319,  333 

United  States  court — memorial  from  the  bar  of  Ten- 
nessee for  an  additional  term  of  the  27;  bill  to  regulate 
the  legal  proceedings  in  the  district  of  Michigan  report- 
ed 27 

Upolu , the  Island  of  272 

Utica,  N.  Y.  population  of  336 

Van  Buren  party — convention  at  Richmond  3;  pro- 
ceedings of  the  V.  B.  members  of  the  legislature  of  Ma- 
ryland 5;  nomination  of  Virginia  electoral  ticket  22; 
Tennsylvania  do.  and  delegates  to  the  national  conven- 
tion ib  ; convention  of,  members  of  the  legislature  of 
Mississippi  ib.;  resolutions  from,  approving  of  the  ad- 
ministration 24;  memorial  of  the  democratic  association 
for  measures  to  compel  the  banks  to  resume  specie 
payments  27;  national  convention  at  Baltimore  136; 
Maryland  state  convention  146-7;  electors  nominated 
147;  meeting  at  Woodstock,  Vt.  194;  in  New  Jersey 
198;  proceedings  arid  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting 
at  Bedford,  Ta.  166;  address  of  the  national  convention 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  182;  meeting  at  Phil- 
adelphia 199;  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  ib.;  address  of  the 
V.  B.  members  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  231,  24S; 
convention  at  Dayton  231:  convention  in  Michigan 
246,  347;  Maryland  electoral  ticket  344;  at  Lancaster 
Pa.  343,  372,  409;  nominations  in  Delaware  244;  meet- 
ing at  Frederick  ib.;  convention  in  Georgia  310;  reso- 
lutions of  a meeting  of  the  friends  of,  in  favor  of  a pro- 
tective tariff  3S8;  meeting  at  Rahway,  390;  meeting  at 
Wythe  and  great  festival  at  Winchester,  Va.  390 
Van  Buren.  president,  letter  of,  to  the  Georgia  state 
convention  310;  ex-president  Jackson’s  letter  appro- 
val of  281;  correspondence  with  the  Danville  cenven- 
tion  364;  letter  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  a dinner  at 
the  White  Sulphur  springs  ib.;  letter  to  Eugene  Barras, 
relative  to  the  case  of  lteut.  Hooe  408 

Vanderpoel,  Mr.  rep.  12,  15,  on  N.  York  resolutions 
47.  58,  61,  77,  109,  125,  on  the  appropria  ion  bill  141-2-3, 
172,  220  1,  235;  substitute  for  the  sub-treasury  bill  297; 
on  the  sub-leasury  bill  300;  previous  question  ib.;  on 
rechartering  the  city  banks  300,  331 

Van  Ransselaer,  gen.  dinner  to,  at  Cincinnati  362; 
his  speech  ib.;  gen.  Harrison’s  reply  to  the  invitation  311 
Vattemere,  A.  report  on  the  memorial  of  238;  outlines 
of  the  project,  &c.  375;  testimonials  391;  recomntenda- 
tionsfrom  Americans  411;  illustration  of  the  system  413 
Vice  presidency — col.  King  declines  being  a candi- 
date 337;letler  of  James  K.  Polk,  declining  to  be  a can- 
didate 227,  346 

Vicksburg  rail  road,  injury  to  the  230 

Victoria — preparatory  to  marriage  of  1;  marriage  17; 
celebration  33;  lace  work  48;  address  of  the  society  of 
Friends  to  50;  celebration  of  the  marriage  of,  in  N.  York 
80;  gossip  in  relation  to  appearance  144;  attempt  to  as- 
sassinate 321;  “interesting  situation”  of  321 

Virginia — Van  Buren  state  convention  at  Richmond, 
whig  convention  3;  death  of  Wm.  D.  Hodges  4;  Van 
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Buren  electoral  ticket  22;  law  passed  for  issuing  one  [ West  Feliciana  rail  road,  resolution  to  remit  duties  j ment  ot  the  Meenah  or  Fox  river,  Winnebago  Indians 

and  two  dollar  notes,  bank  law  passed,  legislature  ad-  ] on  iron  for  the  _ J?.‘“  I 231;  wheat  crop  310;  mineral  discoveries  tn  347;  po- 


journs  o--i,  73;  electioneering,  mayor  of  Richmond,  Dab- , 
ney’s  defalcation  and  loss  of  the  Bank  ot  Virginia  100, 
115;  election  144,  147;  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  Bank 
of  Virginia  168;  report  on  the  revolutionary  claims  of, 
election  returns,  Bank  of  Virginia,  Dahnev  returns  181; 
dinner  to  Henry  Clay  at  Hanover  240,  278;  William  and 
Mary  college,  candidate  for  congress,  examination  of 
Mr.  Dabney,  Episcopal  convention  199;  official  report 
of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  262;  Bank  of  Virginia  proceed- 
ing, Richmond  improvements,  trial  of  capt.  Hawkins 
308;  mineral  riches  of,  institution  for  the  deaf,  dumb 
and  biind,  political  clamor  345;  state  loan,  theatre  at 
Richmond,  373;  V.  B.  meeting  at  Wythe,  great  festi- 
val at  Winchester  390;  meeting  at  Albemarle  to  vindi- 
cate the  character  of  Jefferson  392;  election  returns 

404 

Virgiuia  military  land  warrants,  bill  in  senate  315; 
passed  319 

Vermont — release  of  Holmes  the  murderer  134;  great 
Van  Buren  meeting  at  Woodstock  194;  whig  state  con- 
vention 307;  whig  convention  at  Bennington  310;  can- 
didates ib.;  whig  convention  at  Bennington  407 

Vice  president — R.  M.  Johnson’s  letter  relative  to 
being  a candidate  4;  Mr.  Forsyth’s  address  respecting 
his  nomination  145;  R.  M.  Johnson’s  letter  to  the  na- 
tional convention,  and  proceedings  of  the  convention 
150-1  2;  reply  to  inquiries  from  Greensburg  263;  ac- 
cepts the  invitation  to  visit  Philadelphia  273;  retires 
from  his  chair  in  senate,  visits  Philadelphia,  290;  re- 
ception, his  reply  to  the  New  York  welcome  305; 
visit  to  Ohio,  articles  from  the  New  York  Argus 
and  Kinderhook  Sentinel  397;  tour  northwest  407 

Volunteers,  bill  to  enlist  3,500  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed 327;  passes  the  senate  328 

169 
40 


Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  notice 
Wages,  fall  in  16;  price  of  in  various  countries 
Wagner,  Mr.  representative  124;  on  the  sub-treasurv 
bill  271 

Walker,  Mr.  R.  J.  senator,  credentials  presented  106; 
on  bankrupt  law  107-8;  relative  to  Chickasaw  lands 
122-3,  140,  187-8  9,  204  5,  218,  253,  269,  233,  299,  314, 
326,  339;  on  electing  reporters  269,  270 

Wall,  Mr.  senator,  10,  11;  report  on  Madison  papers 
24,  26,  bankrupt  law  ib.,  27;  relative  to  bankrupt 
bill  45,  57,  75;  reports  two  bankrupt  bills  122-4;  bank- 
rupt bill  171,  137,  204;  on  bankrupt  law  ib.,  205,  218, 
236,  270,  283,  313-14, 323 
Walsh,  Robert,  return  from  England  320 

Waltham,  Mass,  population  of  320 

W ard,  Samuel,  charitable  contribution  by  80 

Warner,  professor,  tribute  to  230 

Washington,  general — tribute  of  respect  to,  in  Dub- 
lin theatre  352;  see  statute. 

Washington  borough.  Pa.  population  of  320 

Washington,  city  of—  petitions  of  the  democratic  as- 
sociation of,  for  a modification  of  the  charter  of  10; 
meeting  and  proceedings  of  the  whigs  of  19;  memo- 
rial of  citizens  of,  against  surrendering  the  U.  States 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Maryland 
27;  from  the  democratic  association  of,  for  measures  to 
compel  the  banks  of.  to  resume  specie  payments  ib.; 
fire  112;  election  224;  debate  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
charter  323-9;  memorial  against  the  modification  of  the 
charter  23) 

Washington  county,  Md.  Van  Buren  nominations 

303 

Watkins,  colonel,  Gassaway,  death,  biography  of 

344 

Watermelon,  a large  one  416 

Waters,  John  H.  report  from  the  war  department  on 
the  petition  of  47 

Waterson,  Mr.  rep.  of  Tenn.  53;  on  freedom  of  elec- 
tion 79,  94 

War — memorials  urging  a congress  of  nations  to 
prevent  10;  memorials  on  the  subject  of  26;  virtual  de 
claration  of,  bv  Great  Britain  against  China  145 

War  of  1812  ’13,  debate  on  bill  for  relief  of  gen.  Wool 
and  col.  Croghan  122 

War  between  Bolivia  and  Peru  290  I 

^Weather — (see  this  item  in  the  Chronicle  pages) — ' 
176,  256,  352,  363;  extra  quantity  of  rain  in  Tennessee  I 

334  | 

Webster,  doctor,  oration  at  the  Connecticut  cen- 
tennary  anniversary  114;  notice  of  146;  reminiscence 

389 

Webster,  Mr.  senator  10;  explanation  relative  to 
bankrupt  bill  ib..  11;  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  debts 
of  the  states  22  4-5,  45,  57;  inquiry  respecting  treasury 
notes  57-8;  Mr.  Calhoun’s  reply  to  74;  bankrupt  bill 
75;  Cumberland  road  bill  76;  his  project  of  a bankrupt 
bill  ib.;  speech  on  the  treasury  note  bill  89;  speech  at 
the  national  convention  158;  on  a national  bank  and 
currency  169,  170;  on  the  currency  and  treasury  drafts 
171;  bankrupt  bill  ib.,  187,  204;  speech  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill  214,  218;  on  the  bankrupt  bill  236;  resolution 
fur  reducing  postage  237,  269;  speech  at  Alexandria 
267,  270;  letter  to  gen.  Miller  310;  speech  at  Benning- 
ton, Vt.  Stratton,  Bellows  Falls,  Keene  340;  speech  at 
Stanhope,  at  Saratoga  403 

Weller,  Mr.  rep.  on  the  bank  bill  59,  301;  explana- 
tion, &c.  79,  109,  125;  on  the  blessings  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury 125 

Weights  and  measures — resolution  authorising  the 
exchange  of,  with  England,  France,  Russia  and  Hol- 
land 327;  report  of  thesuperimendanl  326 

Welland  canal,  trade  242 

Wellington,  the  duke,  illness  17;  recovery  33 


Weschester,  Pa.  population  of 


West  Indies — items  from  Jamaica.  Demarara,  Vic- 
toria slaver  captured  99;  Barbadoes,  Demarara  130 
Western  rivers,  (see  this  item  in  the  Chronicle  pages) 
176,  208,  240,  256,  286,  320,  336 
Weymouth,  Mass,  population  of  336 

Whalers,  of  Nantacket  80;  the  Hector  400 

Whale  fisheries,  the  American  338;  bill  reported  rela- 
tive to  bonds  12 

Wheat — rNotice  of  prices  at  various  places  and 
items  respecting,  will  be  found  in  the  Chronicle  page 
of  each  number — The  foreign  market,  amongst  the 
first  items  under  the  foreign  head] — average  price  in 
England  49,  65;  speculations  in,  in  the  north  of  Europe 
for  the  British  market,  prices  in  England  97-8;  low 
prices  of,  at  Pittsburg  123;  in  Missouri  200;  quantity 
supplied  by  Ireland  to  England  353;  in  Michigan,  in 
Wiskonsin  310 

Wheat  crop  192;  in  Michigan  279;  in  N.  Carolina, 
good  279 

Wheelock,  Lemuel,  and  others,  memorial  of,  against 
the  right  of  Osmyn  Baker  to  a seat  in  house  of  repre- 
sentatives presented  53 

Whig — convention  at  Richmond  3;  proceedings  of 
the  democratic  whig  convention  of  Pennsylvania  4;  of 
the  members  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  5;  of  a 
meeting  in  the  District  of  Columbia  19;  of  the  Ohio 
state  convention  21;  Maryland  state  convention  100; 
young  men’s  national  convention  at  Baltimore  J36, 152; 
address  of  the  whig  members  of  the  legislature  of  N. 
York  195;  convention  at  Bunker  Hill  proposed  ISO; 
meeting  at  Charleston,  S.  Carolina  181;  at  Savannah 
ib.;  meeting  at  St.  Louis  182;  preparations  for  the  ce- 
lebration at  the  battle  ground  of  Tippecanoe  ib.;  con- 
vention there  231;  festival  at  Alexandria  244, 267;  eon- 
vention  in  Alabama  245;  Massachusetts  state  conven- 
tion 261;  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  convention  262, 
344;  celebration  in  New  York  164;  young  men  and 
old  soldiers  convention  at  Springfield,  Illinois  263;  at 
Tippecanoe  264;  convention  at  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setis277;  state  convention  of  Rhode  Island  ib-;  meet- 
ings in  Delaware  278;  convention  at  Westchester  ib.; 
address  of  the  Tippecanoe  battle  ground  convention 
231;  celebration  at  Furt  Meigs  282;  anniversary  at 
Concord  307;  state  convention  and  nominations  in 
Rhode  Island,  celebration  at  the  Buttonwoods  307; 
state  convention  and  nominations  in  Delaware  303; 
Alabama  309;  Illinois  ib.;  convention  of,  at  Benning. 
ton,  Vermont,  340;  at  Concord,  N.  Hampshire  ib.; 
meeting  at  Trenton  and  Elizabethtown,  N.  Jersey  343; 
convention  at  Easton,  Maryland  344;  meeting  at  Sa- 
lisbury, N.  Carolina  345;  barbacue  at  Zansville  347; 
gathering  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan  ib.;  convention  in 
Connecticut  360;  meeting  in  N.  Jersey,  at  Erie,  at  Ha- 
gerstown 372;  state  convention  of  N.  York  at  Utica, 
nominaiion  of  electors  389;  meetings  at  Jersey  Cily, 
Broome  county,  Morristown,  N.  Jersey  390;  great  south- 
western convention  at  Nashville  391;  slate  convention 
at  Portland,  Bennington,  at  Uiica  407;  at  Stanhope, 
at  Morristown,  at  Saratoga,  at  Middletown,  at  Macon, 
at  Hillsborough,  at  Lancaster,  Ohio  403 

White  Mr.  ot  Tennesse,  senator  11;  on  Alabama 
lands  24-5,  58,  76,  92;  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 
ib.,  93;  treaty  with  New  York  Indians  103,  107; 
death  of,  announced  in  the  senate  122;  proceedings 

thereon  123 

White,  Mr.  of  In.  senator,  proposes  inquiries  respect- 
ing specie  and  treasury  notes  deposited  in  banks,  &c. 
123;  on  state  authority  to  tax  lands,  &c.  21S 

White,  Mr.  of  Kv.  rep.  15,  31,  109;  on  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  127,  191,  207  223;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  238, 

269,284,314-15 

Whitney,  lieut.  L.  F.  resolution  calling  for  papers  on 
the  trial  of,  proposed  92;  rejected  93 

Wick,  Mr.  representative  206,  331 

Wickliffe,  gov,  letter  relative  to  internal  improvement 
debt  of  Kentucky  r3 46 

Williams,  Mr.  senator  10,  11,  25,  27,  45;  payment  of 
the  militia  of  Maine  107,  122,  141,  270 

Williams,  Mr.  H.  of  Mass,  rep  189;  on  the  suh-trea- 
sury  bill  223,  238 

Williams,  Mr.  L.  rep.  13,  15,  28,  31,  59,  62,  79,  95 
126,  143, 172, 190,  191, 205, 220, 223;  on  the  report  of  r he 
committee  of  the  whole  287,  313,  318 

Williams,  Mr.  S.  representative  59,  62,  203-4 

V/illiams,  Mr.  ofConnecticut, representative,  on  mile- 
age 238 

Williams,  J.  L.  correspondence  with  gen.  Harrison 

246 

Williamson,  captain  J.  D.  official  commendation 

261 

Wilmington,  Del.  fire  16;  rail  road  64 

Winchester,  Va.  Van  Buren  festival  at  390;  popula- 
tion of  400 

Winnebago  Indians,  Mr,  Bell’s  resolution  proposed 
29;  report  of  the  sec.  of  war  relative  to  the,  received  57; 
removal  of,  ordered  64;  report  of  the  sec.  of  war  relative 
to  proceedings  under  the  treaty  with,  received  76;  com- 
miitee  authorised  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  110; 
hesitate  to  remove  193;  col.  Worth’s  regiment  proceed 
to  remove  the  145;  relative  to  removing  231;  resolution 
respecting,  proposed  271;  removal  of  259;  Mr.  Bell's  re- 
port relative  to  frauds  and  abuses  connected  with  trea- 
ties with  the  351;  difficulties  with  the  416 

Wisconsin — relative  to  the  “sponge  law’-  4;  boundary 
dispute  with  Illinois  73;  bill  amending  the  act  for  laying 
off  towns.  &c.  discussed  140;  in  congress,  memorial  for 
survey  of,  railway  route  11;  harbors,  boundary  95; 
movement  of  Illinoians  to  be  included  in  169;  bill  for 


336  1 constructing  certain  harbors  in,  reported  223;  improve- 


pulalion,  temperance,  legislature,  disputed  boundary 

375 

Wise,  Mr.  rep.  47,  60,  63,  93-4-5;  on  national  defence 
95,  108-9-110;  on  the  investigating  commiitee  110;  on 
the  appropriation  bill  ib..  Ill,  124-5;  excused  from  com- 
mittee ib.,  126;  on  the  report  upon  the  affray  in  the  house 
142;  at  the  national  convention  153-9,  189;  190,  206;  on 
a period  for  adjournment  255;  at  Alexandria  268;  pro- 
position to  close  the  session  271,284;  on  the  sub-treasu- 
ry bill  285,  330-1;  on  Holt’s  rifles  317 

Wishart,  Mr.  speech  at  the  national  convention  151 
Witnesses,  the  resolution  for  paying  the,  in  the  case 
of  the  New  Jersey  contested  seats,  rejected  351;  receipt 
of  Mr.  Ingersoll’s  for  pay  for  his  witnesses  351 

Wright,  Mr.  senator  10,  11,  24, 26,  44-5,  57-8;  on  the 
sub-treasury  bill  75:  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill  76, 
92,  104,  107,  123,  169  170-1;  on  the  appropriation  bill 
ib.,  187-8,  203-4-5,  219;  on  the  bankrupt  bill  236,  251, 
234,  298-9,  313-14;  the  District  banks  326,  329-30,  349 
Wood,  James,  trial  ol  80;  acquitted  of  the  murder  of 
his  daugnter  96;  bail  taken  199 

Wooden  pavements,  count  de  Lisle’s  patent  400;  be- 
coming general  in  England  416 

Wool,  general  J.  E.  proceedings  on  bill  for  relief  of 

122 

Wool,  estimate  of  quantity  16,  128;  in  Russia  176,  304; 
respecting  prices  of,  &c.  363;  statistics  of  400 

Woollens,  exports  from  Liverpool  to  N.  York  338 
Wolf,  gov.  death  of  48 

Worcester,  Mass,  whig  convention  at  277 

Workmen  on  public  buildings,  bill  for  payment  of, 
passes  the  senate  350 

Worth,  col.  complimentary  invitation  from  Sackett’s 
Harbor,  and  reply  180 

Wyoming  coal  company  343 

Yankee,  character  286;  enterprise,  hotel  between 
Cairo  and  Seuz  128 

Yeas  and  nays — on  debenture  on  coal  11;  on  the  rule 
respecting  reporters  24-5;  several,  on  amendments  to 
resolution  relative  io  the  debts  of  (he  states  25-6;  on  re- 
solution relative  to  closing  session  25;  on  printing  10,000 
copies  of  Missouri  memorial  against,  a paper  currency 
as  a violation  of  the  constitution  26;  on  report  and  re- 
solution admitting  the  five  administration  claimants 
from  New  Jersey  to  seats  31;  on  postponing  the  sub- 
treasury bill,  in  senate  75;  on  the  passage  of  the  treasu- 
ry note  bill  77;  on  the  passage  of  the  treasury  note  bill, 
in  senate  92;  on  amendment  to  the  Cumberland  road 
bill,  and  ordering  that  bill  to  be  engrossed  92;  on  Mr. 
Clay’s  amendment  to  Mr.  Tallmadge’s  resolution  re- 
specting the  Seneca  treaty  105;  on  Mr.  Tallmadge’s 
resolution  ib.;  on  Mr.  Porter’s  resolution,  on  Mr.  1 all- 
madge’s  motion,  on  Mr.  Preston’s  amendment  to  Mr. 
Plenderson’s  resolution,  on  Mr.  Henderson’s  resolution, 
on  the  passage  of  the  original  resolution  105;  on  the  bill 
relative  to  certain  land  claims  107;  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations  103;  on  ordering  the 
pre-emption  bill  to  be  engrossed  122;  on  postponing  the 
bill  granting  lands  to  aid  in  constructing  a canal  around 
the  falls  of  St.  Marie,  Michigan  123;  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill  ib.;  on  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction 
in  the  price  of  public  lands  140-1;  on  an  amendment  to 
the  appropriation  bill  170;  on  the  passage  of  that  bill 
ib.;  on  printing  30,000  copies  of  the  summary  of  expen- 
ditures ib.;  on  Mr.  Evan’s  resolution  for  reducing  the 
price  of  printing  190;  on  the  Howard  institute  bill  205; 
ou  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Lyon 
296;  on  Mr.  Strange’s  amendment  to  the  bankrupt  bill 
218;  on  Mr.  Webs'er’s  amendment  ib.;  on  striking 
banks  out  of  the  bill  219;  on  Mr.  Smith’s  (of  Maine)  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  chair  221;  on  Mr.  Smith’s 
appeal  222;  on  Mr.  Smith’s  resolution  altering  the  rules 
of  the  house  222;  on  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  bill  in 
senate  2S3;  on  postponing  indefinitely  the  Mount 
Carmel  rail  road  land  bill  284;  on  ordering  the  sub-trea- 
sury  bill  to  a third  reading  287;  on  the  stereotype  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  314;  on  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  mileage  bill  ib.;  on  the  mileage  bill  314-15;  on  lay- 
ing the  bankrupt  bill  on  the  table  316;  on  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of  the  District 
326;  on  striking  out  the  compulsory  process  in  the 
bankrupt  bill  226;  on  postponing  that  bill  indefinitely 
ib.;  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  in  the  hill  relative 
to  land  offices  237;  on  an  amendment  to  the  sub-treasu- 
ry bill  239;  on  referring  the  bill  relative  to  the  marine 
corps  251;  on  printing  20  000  copies  of  the  report  on  Mr. 
Poinsett's  military  project  252;  on  amendment  to  the 
District  bill  relative  to  the  District  banks  252;  on  pass- 
ing the  bill  ib.;  on  printing  certain  laws  253;  on  passing 
bankrupt  bill  in  senate  257;  on  the  appropriation  to  the 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail  road  270;  on  ordering 
the  bankrupt  bill  to  be  printed  270;  on  ordering  it  to  be 
engrossed  ib.:  on  passing  the  District  bank  bill 327;  on 
reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  it  was  rejected  328;  on 
resolution  authorising  exchange  of  books,  &c.  ib.;  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  (he  city  of  Washington 
328;  on  the  resolution  relative  io  the  District  banks  330; 
on  laying  the  retrocession  bill  on  the  table  32S;  on 
adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  New  Jer. 
sey  contested  election  335;  on  receding  fVoin  the  senate 
amendment  to  appropriation  bill  349;  on  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolution  continuing  the  charter  of  the  city 
banks  on  their  resuming  349 

York,  Pa.  population  of  416 

Young,  Mr.  senator  10;  report  on  the  road  from  Ohio 
to  the  Columbia  river  25,  57-8.  75-6,  107;  Dubuque  107, 
123,  140,  170,  204,  205,264,  314 

Yucatan,  declares  for  the  federalists  66;  interesting 

account  of  163 
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flg-Our  subscribers  will  recollects  afat  two  weeks 
since  we  forwarded  the  Index  toiireji,.  VI,  or  Vol. 
LVI,  of  the  fifth  seriel  but  ''LJ' some  unfortunate 
mistake  we  were  made  to  3ay  on  the  title  page  that 
the  period  embraced  in  that  volume  extends  from 
“March  1838  to  September  1838;”  this  is  an  error, 
it  should  read  from  March  1839  to  September  1839. 
Subscribers  preparing  their  volumes  for  binding 
will  please  bear  this  in  mind. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

We  are  nearly  two  months  without  information 
from  Europe.  Vessels  from  there  have  had  lon“- 
passages,  whilst  those  from  the  Mediterranean  have 
had  perfectly  pleasant  weather.  One  of  which  ar- 
rived at  New  York  through  the  whole  voyage  ne- 
ver reefed  a sail.  We  have  later  dates  from'paler- 
mo  than  from  Liverpool. 

The  British  Queen  had  a most  tremendous  pas- 
sage out,  and  anchored  at  the  Nore  on  the  24th  De- 
cember— the  cabins  forward  of  the  paddle  wheels 
all  carried  away— her  hull  all  safe  however.  In 
order  to  refit,  the  owners  detain  her  until  the  1st  of 
March. 

The  9teamer  President  is  to  leave  Liverpool  for 
New  York,  on  her  first  voyage,  on  the  1st  June. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

London  dates  to  the  4th  January,  are  brought  by1 
the  ship  Samson  Steerges,  arrived  on  the  lstinst. 
at  New  York.  From  France  we  have  Liverpool 
dates  to  the  6th  January,  by  the  ship  Galen,  arriv- 
ed at  New  Orleans  from  Havre,  from  which  dates 
are  to  the  l(Hh  January. 

. Very  little  political  news  is  brought  by  those  ar- 
rivals. The  English  papers  are  occupied  with  the 
approaching  nuptials  ol  their  queen,  on  which  oc- 
casion four  of  the  ministers  were  to  be  elevated  to 
the  peerage:  J^ord  Melbourne,  bv  the  express  com- 
mand ofithe  queen,  lord  Palmerston,  the  marquis  of 
Lansdowne,  and  sir  John  Hobliouse.  Lord  Cla- 
rendon was  about  to  enter  the  cabinet.  It  was 
not  ascertained  in  whose  place  he  would  be  ap- 
pointed. J 

The  great  agitator,  O’Connell,  was  preparing  a 
reply  to  the  queen’s  speech  oil  the  opening  of  par- 
liament. The  document,  it  was  expected,  would 
contain  a virulent  attack  on  the  tories. 

Money  matters  are  assuming  a more  settled  and 
agreeable  aspect.  It  was  expected  that  the  Incon- 
Vol.  VIIL— Sig.  1. 


jstant,  36,  captain  Pring.  C.  B.  now  on  the  Spanish 
main,  will  bring  to  England  between  3,000,000  and 
4,000,000  dollars. 

London,  evening  of  the  3 d January.  In  the  funds 
the  improvement  of  consuls  for  the  opening  yes- 
terday afternoon,  has  been  fully  supported  this 
morning,  the  current  quotation  being  92  3-8  to  -J. 
Exchequer  bills  have  risen  also  to  3s.  prein.;  India 
bonds  to  5s.  3d.  discount;  bank  stock,  177J  to  178. 
The  reduced  three-and  a-half  percents,  have  been 
at  99g  to  The  share  market  here  has  been 
favorably  influenced  by  the  buoyancy  of  that  at 
Liverpool. 

The  prices  of  cotton  at  Liverpool,  as  given  in  a 
commercial  circular  of  the  6lli,  were  6£d.  a 6|d. 
lor  ordinary  Orleans,  7 l-8d.  a 7^d.  for  good  to  fine. 

The  steam  ship  Liverpool  had  not  arrived  at  Li- 
verpool previous  to  the  7th  of  January;  and  it  was 
thought  she  would  not  be  able  to  leave  Liverpool 
for  New  York  as  early  as  the  20th  of  January. 

The  President  steam  ship.  This  stupendous  ves- 
sel, (2,500  tons),  was  towed  by  the  Caledonian 
steam  company’s  tug  Caledonia,  Reid,  from  the 
North  Foreland  to  the  Downs,  a distance  of  fifteen 
miles  against  tide  and  strong  breeze,  in  two  hours, 
on  her  way  to  Liverpool.  [ Shipping  Gaz. 

Penny  post.  The  number  of  letters  transmitted 
in  the  week  ending  the  22d  December,  1838,  from 
Dublin,  was  put  in  round  numbers  100,000;  under 
the  new  system,  in  the  corresponding  week  of  this 
year,  they  have  amounted  to  130,000,  and  with  an 
increased  revenue  of  fifty  pounds. 

Exports.  The  official  value  of  the  productions 
of  the  United  Kingdom  exported  in  1814,  amounted 
to  £34,207,253,  and  the  real  or  declared  value  to 
£45,494,218;  being  an  excess  of  profit  of  £11,- 
286,965.  In  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  last, 
the  official  value  had  increased  to  £92,107,898, 
and  thereat  value  had  declined  to  £49,640,896; 
which,  in  proportion  to  the  prices  of  1814,  ought 
to  have  been  £ 122,206,839;  which  is  a depreciation 
of  £72,565,276,  between  the  two  periods. 

FRANCE. 

The  king’s  speech  to  the  chamber  of  deputies  ap- 
peared to  give  general  satisfaction.  The  govern- 
ment was  reinforcing  the  naval  armament  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Two  ships  of  the  line  had  been 
sent  from  Brest  to  Toulon. 

Havre,  Jan.  10,  1S40.  As  I informed  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  8th,  our  cotton  market  has  assumed  for 
some  days  past  a better  aspect.  Sales  are  active 
at  an  advance  of  2 or  3 centimes  over  the  pri 
ces  of  the  1st.  There  is  an  advance  of  3 cen- 
times on  ordinary  to  fair,  and  of  10  on  the  b ttcr 
qualities.  About  10,000  bales  were  sold,  of  which 
6,000  was  Louisiana  cotton.  Our  stock  is  reduced 
to  56,000  bales,  of  which  48,000  is  from  tile  United 
States. 

The  manufacturers  are  now  contented  with  pre- 
sent prices.  We  feel  likewise  the  influence  of  the 
good  news  received  from  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter. We  received  this  morning  our  advices  from 
Liverpool  of  the  6th  inst.  The  market  was  active 
for  the  consumption  of  New  Orleans  cotton;  prices 
were  for  ordinary  to  middling,  6 1-S  a 6 3-4 — fair 
to  good  fair,  7 1-S  a 7 1-2.  Stock  on  hand,  188,000, 
against  250,000  bales  in  1839. 

We  have  heavy  east  winds  which  keep  back  ar- 
rivals;—when  these  change,  we  shall  receive  abun- 
dance of  cotton,  which  will  probably  render  the 
market,  and  prices  unsteady — if  the  next  advices 
Irom  your  side  of  the  water  inform  us  of  a fall  in 
prices,  and  new  cargoes.” 

A letter  from  Havre,  of  the  latest  date,  states  the 
market  to  have  slightly  improved,  and  cotton  quot- 
ed at  an  advance  of  three  centimes  on  the  prices  of 
the  1st. 

The  price  of  bread,  owing  to  an  increase  in  the 
average  prices  of  flour  in  the  Paris  market,  has 
been  raised  to  17  sous  the  4 lb.  for  the  first  fortnight 
of  January. 

In  Atnca,  marshal  Valee  was  getling  the  better 
of  Abdei  Rader.  He  had  whipped  the  old  Arab  in 
several  batlles,  and  broke  the  courage  of  the  barba- 
rians. 1 he  prospects  of  the  French  army  had  so 
improved,  that  it  was  thought  necessary  no  longer 
to  send  reinforcements  to  Algiers. 

The  discussion  of  the  answer  to  the  sppech  of  the 
king  ol  France  was  opened  in  the  French  chamber 
of  deputies  on  the  7th  of  January.  The  draft  of  the 
address  was  read  on  that  day  The  following  pas- 


sage relates  to  the  hostilities  which  have  lately 
taken  place  in  Africa  in  the  neighborhood  of  Al- 
giers. 

“The  offences  which  have  been  committed  against 
us  must  be  punished,  the  enemy  must  be  smitten 
with  lasting  fear  and  his  power  must  be  abased. 
New  troops  have  already  passed  the  Mediterranean. 
The  war  will  be  pressed  with  a vigor  which  will 
abridge  its  duration.  The  chamber  looks  upon  it 
as  a pressing  duty  to  furnish  all  the  means  which 
circumstances  render  necessary  * * »*  * 

After  the  victory,  we  doubt  not  that  the  government 
will  occupy  itself  more,  with  the  two  chambers,  in 
devising  the  means  of  ensuring  the  salety  and  per- 
manency of  the  establishments  which  ttie  govern- 
ment wish  to  retain  in  Algiers. 

Marshal  Vallee  to  the  minister  of  war. 

Belida,  Dec.  31.  A column,  under  my  orders, 
attacked  lo  day  the  troops  of  Abdel  Kader,  between 
the  upper  camp  of  Belida  and  the  Chaffee.  The 
enemy  were  completely  put  to  the  rout.  Three 
flags  of  the  Kalil'ai  of  Miharia,  a piece  of  cannon,  a 
great  number  of  muskets  and  the  caisses  de  tambours, 
remain  in  our  hands. 

SPAIN. 

The  intelligence  from  Spain  is  quit  cheering. 
The  Carlists  chieftain  Cabrera  was  dead,  having 
been  carried  off  by  the  typhus  fever.  The  event 
it  was  thought  would  end  the  civil  war,  and  restore 
peace  to  the  distracted  kingdom. 

The  news  from  Madrid  is  to  the  SOth  of  Decem- 
ber. The  ministerial  press  deny  that  there  is  any 
intention  to  displace  Espartero  as  commander-in- 
chief,  and  maintain  that  the  ministry  are  his  firm- 
est friends.  There  was  a rumor  at  Madrid,  that 
the  minister  of  the  interior,  who  is  not  sufficiently 
devoted  to  the  present  retrograde  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment, would  be  dismissed. 

The  commission  charged  to  examine  the  new 
tariffs  had  nearly  concluded  its  labors.  They  were 
expected  to  report  against  any  further  extension  of 
the  restrictive  system;  in  favor  of  the  admission  of 
raw  cotton,  with  a small  duty  when  imported  un- 
der foreign  flags;  in  favor  of  admitting  cotton  thread 
on  payment  ot  a moderate  duty;  in  favor  of  allow- 
ing the  introduction  of  mixed  stuffs  of  which  some 
proportion  is  wool, silk,  linen  or  hemp,  and  in  favor 
of  the  absolute  prohibition  of  all  other  manufac- 
tures of  cotton  whatever. 

Senor  Compuzano  has  published  at  Madrid  an 
article  under  the  title  of  prophecy,  in  which  he 
attacks  the  policy  of  the  present  Spanish  adminis- 
tration as  a spurious  system,  which,  under  consti- 
tutional (di  ms,  is  nothing  but  an  absolute  and  arbi- 
trary government  under  which  the  condition  ofthe 
people  is  daily  growing  wmrse  and  worse.  He 
charges  the  government  with  corrupting  the  elec- 
tions, and  predicts  disturbances,  which  will  either 
destroy  the  present  institutions  of  Spain,  or  sweep 
away  those  by  whom  these  institutions  are  admi- 
nistered. 

GERMANY. 

Prince  Albert,  duke  of  Coburg,  the  future  hus- 
band of  Victoria,  with  his  father,  left  the  castle  of 
his  ancestors  at  Coburg  for  London,  on  the  26th 
December,  where  his  marriage  is  soon  to  be  cele- 
brated. The  society  of  the  Casino  gave  him  a ball 
before  his  departure,  at  which  he  was  received  by 
twenty  young  ladies  dressed  in  white,  with  gar- 
lands of  roses  on  their  heads.  The  philanthropic 
society,  also  gave  him  a serenade.  He  expected  to 
arrive  in  London  about  the  10th  or  15th  of  January. 

Brussels,  December  30.  The  continued  rains 
have  excited  fresh  apprehensions  for  the  dikes  of 
the  Senne.  Every  precaution  is  adopted,  and  men 
are  stationed  day  and  night  to  watch  the  rising  of 
the  wateis. 

R USSIA . 

Indisposition  of  the  emperor.  A letler  from  a 
correspondent  of  the  London  Times  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, announces  that  the  emperor  Nicholas  was, 
and  had  been  for  some  days,  severely  indisposed. 
Our  correspondent  mentions  that,  “his  majesty 
had  previously  become  very  melancholy  ” 

CANTON. 

By  the  ship  Talbot,  capt.  Story,  from  Canton, 
November  6,  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce have  received  files  of  the  Canton  Register  to 
October  29th.  The  report  that  the  English  and 
Portuguese  had  been  driven  from  Macao  is  not  con- 
fumed.  The  English,  in  consequence  of  the  threat 
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of  the  Chinese  to  cut  off  all  provisions,  had  gone  on 
board  of  the  shipping  at  Hong  Kong  on  the  26th. 
This  probably  gave  rise  to  the  report.  All  British 
ships  had  been  required  by  the  Chinese  high  com- 
missioner to  come  up  to  Whampoa,  or  to  leave  the 
country  within  three  days.  Capt.  Elliott  had,  in 
consequence,  issued  an  order  requiring  all  British 
ships  to  proceed  to  Toung  Koo  Bay,  for  better  pro- 
teclion  against  surprise.  The  Americans  were  driv- 
ing a profitable  business. 

The  ship  Active,  from  Calcutta,  at  Baltimore, 
brings  the  following  extraordinary  information,  as 
stated  in  the  Baltimore  American. 

“While  at  St.  Helena,  learnt  from  the  officers  of 
the  ships  Talbot  and  Apthorp,  American  ships  both 
bound  to  N.  York,  that  the  Chinese  had  attacked  an 
American  frigate  between  Whampoa  and  Lintin,  in 
the  night — taken  probably  for  an  English  ship — 
when  an  action  commenced  between  the  junks  and 
the  American,  in  which  it  is  supposed  that  500  na- 
tives were  killed.  The  town  of  Whampoa  was 
blockaded  by  the  English  and  Americans  conjoint- 

The  above  is  probably  an  erroneous  version  of  the 
following  facts. 

But  captain  Story  says  he  learnt  from  an  Ameri- 
can and  an  English  captain,  who  said  they  were 
eye-witnesses  of  the  whole  affair,  the  following 
particulars: 

The  difficulty  between  the  British  and  Chinese 
was  thought  to  have  been  settled,  and  that  two 
British  merchant  ships  had  gone  to  Whampoa,  and 
were  informed  by  the  Chinese  governor  that  he 
wished  all  the  British  vessels  to  come  up  and  trade 
as  they  had  done  before,  but  a man  must  be  given 
up  for  a Chinese  killed  in  a village,  some  time 
since  by  an  English  sailor.  Capt.  Elliott  declared 
he  would  not  give  the  man  up,  and  immediately 
sailed  for  the  Bogue,  in  the  sloop-of-war  Volage, 
accompanyed  by  another  sloop-of-war,  to  stop  all  the 
other  British  vessels  from  sailing  for  Whampoa;  capt. 
E.  sent  a letter  on  shore  to  the  cumshi,  which  was 
returned  unopened.  Shortly  after,  the  Chinese  gun 
and  fiie  boats,  to  the  number  of  300,  came  around 
the  ship,  as  was  thought  with  the  intention  of  an 
attack.  They  were  ordered  to  leave  the  ship  in 
thirty  minutes,  and  if  they  did  not  leave  in  that 
time,  would  be  fired  into.  No  attention,  however, 
was  given  to  the  order  from  the  Volage,  and  a 
heavy  fire  commenced  from  both  sides  of  the  ship, 
which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  a number  of 
their  boats,  and  killing  about  500  of  the  Chinese. 
They  made  no  resistance,  and  those  that  remained 
made  off' as  fast  as  possible.  It  was  the  intention  of 
capt.  Elliott  to  blockade  the  port  of  Canton  imme- 
diately. 

There  was  no  American  frigate  in  the  Chinese 
seas  in  November.  The  Potomac  and  John  Adams 
sailed  for  the  Pacific  in  August. 

Accounts  from  China,  by  way  of  Calcutta,  are  to 
the  13th  of  November,  and  were  brought  by  the 
English  ship  Nymph,  from  Canton.  The  Chinese 
government  presists  in  its  policy  of  suppressing  the 
opium  trade. 

At  Macao  it  was  reported  that  the  English,  aided 
by  the  Portuguese,  had  come  to  hostilities  with  the 
Chinese  who  were  worsted  with  the  loss  of  21  men. 
All  communication  had  been  cut  off  between  the 
Europeans  and  the  Chinese,  and  all  foreign  trade 
interdicted  except  with  the  Americans,  who  were 
making  large  profits  in  consequence. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Java.  A letter  received  at  (he  North  and  South 
American  Coffee  House,  furnishes  some  interesting 
particulars  on  commercial  affairs. 

“The  bank  has  not  yet  resumed  specie  payments, 
although  supples  have  been  received  from  the  mo- 
ther country,  and  more  are  expected;  and  this,  we 
trust,  will  soon  enable  that  institution  to  redeem 
its  paper,  without  any  immediate  prospect  of  a 
second  drain;  especially  if  the  government  should 
receive  authority  from  the  Hague  to  hold  periodi- 
cal sales  of  produce  here,  as  the  cheapest  means  of 
obtaining  specie,  and  other  funds  they  may  require. 

“A  commencement  has  been  made  without  au- 
thority in  the  case  of  a vessel  to  our  address,  which 
is  now  on  its  way  to  Samarang  to  lake  in  a cargo 
of  government  coffee,  purchased  with  dollars  and 
bills  of  exchange  on  London,  and  at  rates  even 
somewhat  lower  than  those  obtained  in  the  market 
for  smaller  quantities  of  private  coffee. 

We  consequently  look  forward  to  a more  ani- 
mated intercourse  with  the  United  States.  Private 
Java  coffee  has  been  selling  at  31  f.  to  32f.  and  Su- 
matra at  23f.  per  pecul.  Sugar  continues  to  be 
taken  as  it  comes  to  market,  at  13f.  to  16f.  accord- 
ing to  quality.  The  stock  at  present  ready  for 
shipment  consists  of  about  10,000  peeuls. 

“Rice  still  remains  much  higher  than  we  had  ex- 
pected, and  heavy  shipments  are  going  forward  to 
Europe,  notwithstanding  prices  have  materially 


given  way  there.  Handsome  white  rice  may  be 
quoted  130f.  to  136f.  per  27  peeuls. 

“Tin,  since  the  government  sale  of  July,  has 
been  resold  in  small  lots  at  50f,  to  51f.  per  pecul, 
and  at  present  the  market  is  quite  bare. 

MEXICO. 

Advices  from  Tampico,  received  at  New  Orleans, 
state  that  the  federalist  army,  in  retiring  from  be- 
fore Matamoras,  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  intercept- 
ing general  Arista,  who  was  marching  to  the  de- 
fence of  Matamoras  wilh  a body  of  one  thousand 
men.  The  federalist  army  intercepted  thedetach- 
ment  under  general  Arista,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mon- 
tery.  A battle  ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  sig- 
nal defeat  of  the  centralists.  The  particulars  are 
not  ascertained — only  the  general  results — that  the 
government  troop3  were  overthrown  and  dispersed, 
or  made  prisoners.  Arista  effected  his  escape,  bad- 
ly wounded  with  a rifle  ball,  and  was  retreating 
upon  San  Luis  Potosi.  A large  body  of  the  defeat- 
ed party  are  reported  to  have  joined  the  victorious 
army. 

Cession  of  ihe  Californias.  The  New  Orleans 
papers  speaK  of  information  received  in  that  city 
from  Mexico,  stating  that  negotiations  are  on  foot 
between  the  English  and  Mexican  governments 
for  the  cession  of  California  to  the  former.  The 
Bulletin  of  the  19th  ult.  alludes  to  several  circum- 
stances which  render  such  a movement  highly  pro- 
bable. The  cession  of  the  two  provinces  of  Cali- 
fornia would  give  to  Great  Britain  an  extensive 
and  valuable  territory,  in  a part  of  the  world  where 
she  has  long  been  anxious  to  gain  a foothold.  It 
would  secure  to  her  a more  desirable  object  still — 
a spacious  range  of  sea  coast  on  the  Pacific,  stretch- 
ing more  than  a thousand  miles  from  the  42d  degree 
of  latitude,  south — sweeping  the  circuit  of  the  pe- 
ninsula of  California,  and  embracing  the  harbors 
of  that  gulf — the  finest  in  North  America. 

In  reference  to  this  subject,  the  Baltimore  Ame- 
rican says — “The  vast  indebtedness  of  Mexico  to 
Great  Britain  is  well  known.  As  a convenient 
mode  of  cancelling  her  obligations,  nothing  is  more 
probable  than  that  the  former  would  willingly  part 
with  a territory  which  she  cannot  occupy,  and  to 
which,  in  the  course  of  things,  she  could  not  long 
extend  even  a nominal  claim.  The  policy  of  the 
British  government  looks  towards  nothing  more  fa- 
vorably than  to  the  acquisition  of  territory  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world.  The  possession  of  Califor- 
nia would  strengthen  her  in  carrying  out  her 
pretensions  to  the  Oregon  country,  which  she  nol 
only  claims,  but  already  occupies  by  the  agency  of 
trading  companies.  The  whole  coast  of  the  Pacific 
would  thus  be  in  the  grasp  of  a powerful  nation — a 
nation  that  never  lets  slip  an  occasion  of  extending 
the  limits  of  her  domains.  To  make  the  Rocky 
Mountains  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  on 
the  west;  to  hold  the  spacious  valley  bel  ween  that 
ridge  and  the  ocean,  running  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  peninsula  of  California,  thu3  possessing  the 
seaboard,  by  means  of  which  the  commerce  with 
China  and  the  East  Indies  would  be  secured  to 
English  interests — this  would  be  an  attainment 
worthy  of  no  small  effort  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. That  any  foreign  power  would  ever  be  able 
permanently  to  hold  such  a position  we  do  not  be- 
lieve— but  it  might  cost  much  trouble  to  effect  a 
dislodgeinent  if  once  the  possession  is  allowed. 

TEXAS. 

Advices  from  Texas  to  the  15th  February  have 
been  received  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Texan  navy  is  to  be  laid  up  and  only  two 
armed  schooners  retained  in  active  service. 

One  of  the  Texan  papers  denies  that  there  was 
any  thing  more  than  mere  skirmishing  between  the 
federalists  and  centralists  in  the  vicinity  of  Monte- 
rey. The  federal  leader  Canales,  having  received 
word  from  his  friends  in  Monterey,  that  the  cen- 
tralists had  received  a reinforcement  of  1,700  men, 
the  order  to  retreat  wms  given,  and  a complete  dis- 
banding of  the  federalists  followed  without  fighting, 
much  to  the  disgust  of  their  Anglo-Saxon  allies. — 
Large  reinforcements  were  said  to  be  on  their  way 
to  join  the  government  troops  in  the  state  of  Chi- 
huahua, and  report  swelled  to  20,000  men,  the  num- 
ber of  Mexican  troops  destined  to  invade  Texas. 

“Filasola  left  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  23d  of 
December,  at  the  head  of  1,500  infantry,  to  act 
against  the  federalists  in  northern  Mexico,  and 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  invading  Texas.  His 
reinforcements  were  ordered  as  follows: 


From  Tampico,  1,900 

“ Saltillo,  450 

“ Monterey,  (Aristas’ division),  1,800 

“ Apomea’s  division,  1,700 

“ Canalizo’s  division,  2,300 


“ Troops  from  Santa  Rosa  on  Chihuahua,  700 

8,850 


Texas  notes  were  at  a discount  of  76  per  cent. — 
The  amount  in  circulation  was  reckoned  at  $2,000,- 
000;  but  it  was  said  no  more  would  be  issued.  To 
supply  the  place  of  this  paper,  the  government  in- 
tended to  issue  bonds  which  were  to  bear  interest, 
and  to  be  sold  for  specie  only;  so  that  the  treasury 
notes  are  only  to  be  taken  lor  land  or  taxes. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  Austin, 
Texas,  dated  February  1st,  1840,  received  by  his 
friends  in  Fredericksburg: 

“Information  has  just  reached  here,  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  that  gen.  Filasola,  with  an  army  of  9,000 
men,  is  on  his  march  to  invade  Texas,  after  sub- 
duing a small  body  of  federal  troops  now  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  information  is  un- 
doubtedly correct,  and  we  may  calculate  on  aspring 
campaign.  We  will  be  well  prepared  to  give  them 
a warm  reception.  The  same  express  brings  the 
melancholy  news  of  the  massacre  of  three  Texian 
officers  (major  Johnson,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
lieut.  Brown  and  Dr.  Cochran),  who  were  sent  with 
despatches  to  capt.  Ross  of  our  service,  who,  with 
his  men,  had  joined  the  federalists.  They  were  at- 
tacked on  their  return  by  a body  of  centralists,  who 
shot  them  down  and  then  hung  them  on  trees.  We 
hope  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  of  avenging 
them.”  [ Arena  of  ihe  25 th  ult. 

We  learn  by  the  Galveston  Civilian  of  January 
22d  that,  at  a late  sale  in  the  city  of  Sabine,  365 
lots  were  offered  and  brought  230,000,  and  that  im- 
provements were  progressing  rapidly.  The  steam- 
boat Putnam  is  running  on  the  Sabine,  and  has  en- 
gaged to  bringdown  about  4,000  bales  of  cotton. 

Of  Austin,  Ihe  new  capital  of  Texas,  the  Hous- 
ton Telegraph  thus  speaks:  The  population  of  Aus- 
tin is  now  eight  hundred  arid  fifty  souls.  Five 
months  since  there  were  scarcely  eight  citizens  upon 
the  site  of  this  new  city. 

The  congress  of  Texas  has  passed  bills  to  esta- 
blish a uniform  impost  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad 
valorem , on  all  ar  ticles  except  spirituous  liquors, 
and  to  abolish  the  bonding  system,  and  substitute 
therefor  cash  duties  and  the  warehouse  system. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  pkesident  by  and  with 
the  advice  and.  consent  of  the  senaie.  Isaac  S.  Pen- 
nybacker  to  bn  United  States  judge  for  the  district 
west  of  the-".m,Heghany  mountains,  in  the  state  of 
Virginia.  v ?°iu, 

John  C.  Nicoli-  ^be  United  States  judge  for  the 
district  of  Georgia. 

R.  B.  Gilchrist  to  be  United  States  judge  for  the 
district  of  South  Carolina. 

Joseph  McCants  to  be  secretary  in  and  for  the 
territory  of  Florida. 

James  Clarke  to  be  secretary  in  and  for  the  terri- 
tory of  Iowa. 

Wesley  Jones,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  marshal 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  JN'orth  Caro- 
lina from  the  26th  day  of  April,  1840,  when  the 
term  of  service  of  the  present  marshal  will  expire. 

Statement  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  to  Feb.  1,  1840. 

Recapitulation. 

Bills  discounted  on 

personal  security,  $20,109,492  05 
Bank  U.  S.  stock  142,243  00 

other  security,  9,352,897  80 


Domestic  bills  of  ex- 
change. 


$29,693,082  85 


3,952,438  35 


Loan  to  commonwealth, 
Pennsylvania  5 per  cent. 

Stock  account, 

Bonds  and  mortgages. 

Real  estate, 

Banking  houses, 

M.  King,  late  navy  agent,  Norfolk, 
Due  by  the  United  States, 

“ bank  U.  S.  and  banches, 

“ state  bank, 

“ state  bank  agencies, 

Bonus, 

Expenses, 

Contingent  fund  interest, 

Contingent  exchange. 

Foreign  exchange, 

Notes  of  Bank  U.  S.  and  branches, 

“ stale  banks, 

“ Bank  U.  States  and 

banches,  in  transitu. 

Specie, 

Deficiencies, 


-$33, 


,645,521  20 
491,000  00 
,045,143  02 
,206,117  66 
911,862  94 
,227,119  69 
621,763  43 
40,144  17 
5,267  32 
,031,520  54 
,881,940  08 
462,781  90 
,700,000  00 
57,151  83 
33,393  79 
277  75 
88,714  47 
,530,105  00 
,341,576  39 

,506,975  00 
,798,845  03 
250  96 


$91,607,472  17 


ji 
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Capitol  stock,  $35,000,000  00 

Issues  of  Bank  U.  S.  and  branches,  14,767,831  90 


Post  notes,  5,841,642  35 

Discount,  exchange  and  interest,  146,337  54 

Dividends  unclaimed,  47,893  30 

Profit  and  loss,  5,300,653  08 

Agency  London,  &c.  4,414,242  00 

Contingent  fund,  6,073,067  12 
Less  losses  chargeable,  5,185,555  02 

- 887,512  10 

1,986,589  04 
268,189  52 
15,058,815  32 

4.911.045  29 
56,675  08 

2.920.045  65 


Bond  to  the  U.  States, 

Interest  on  do. 

Due  to  Bank  U.  S.  and  branches, 
state  banks, 
state  bank  agencies, 
depositors. 


$91,607,472  17 
$6,650,751  10 


Actual  circulation, 

Bank  of  the  U.  Stales,  Feb.  1,  1840. 

A.  LARDNER,  acl'g  cashier. 

The  Amistad.  If,  as  is  suggested  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph,  any  persons  have  been  using 
means  to  procure  the  interference  of  the  British 
government  in  the  case  referred  to,  surely  it  is  a 
most  extraordinary  and  unjustifiable  proceeding: 

[iVa(.  Intel. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  Amistad  Africans.  We  have  no  doubt  the 
interference  of  the  British  govesnment  in  the  matter 
of  the  Amistad  Africans  was  well  enough  intended, 
though  we  fear  it  will  do  more  hurt  than  good.  We 
trust,  however,  that  they  who  have  the  subject  in 
charge  will  endeavor  to  rise  above  the  feelings  which 
such  an  interference  is  fitted  to  engender.  It  is,  in 
fact,  only  a movement  of  the  abolitionists  in  this 
country,  of  whom  the  British  government  appears 


These  precautions  we  presume,  are  taken  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  expressed  in  the  commu- 
nication of  the  British  minister  at  Washington  to 
the  American  secretary  of  state,  under  date  of  the 
26th  January,  which  will  be  found  in  a preceding 
column.  The  continued  persistance  of  governor 
Fairfield  in  acts  of  aggression  on  the  disputed  ter 
ritory,  contrary  to  existing  arrangements,  (while 
the  British  authorities,  as  will  appear  by  Mr.  Fox’3 
letter,  have  scrupulously  adhered  to  them  both  in 
letter  and  spirit),  and  the  repeated  -threats  of  his 
determination  to  take  possession  of  the  territory, 
could  not  fail  to  arouse  our  authorities  to  a sense 
of  their  duty,  and  have  no  doubt  caused  the  present 
warlike  demonstrations. 

We  sincerely  trust,  however,  that  the  United 
States’ government  will  perceive  the  difficulties  in- 
to which  the  refactory  governor  of  Maine  is  about 
plunging  the  two  nations,  and  at  once  interpose  to 
prevent  the  awful  calamities  of  either  a border  ora 
general  w ar.  [Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

ARMY. 

From  Florida.  We  have  information  that  the 
Seiniuoles  still  pursue  their  murderous  warfare. — 
The  mail  carrier  from  Jacksonville  to  St.  Augus- 
tine W'as  found  dead  on  the  13th  about  seven  miles 
from  the  latter  city.  The  mail  bag  and  horses  had 
been  carried  off,  and  the  carriage  cut  and  defaced. 
On  the  same  day  the  body  of  J\lr.  Joseph  Garcia, 
the  other  mail  carrier  was  brought  in.  Fragments 
of  the  mail  were  scattered  about  at  the  place  where 
the  robbery  and  murder  had  been  committed — 
about  14  miles  from  St.  Augustine.  A party  of 
dragoons  had  started  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians. 

St.  Augustine,  Feb.  14.  From  the  south.  The 
steamer  William  Gaston,  captain  Poinsett,  arrived 
here  on  Sunday  last  from  southern  posts.  We 
learn  that  the  troops  are  well  at  the  various  posts. 


cipline  was  preserved  on  board,  and  the  old  com- 
modore came  out,  as  usual,  bright  and  true  as  steel. 

Death  of  captain  Deacon.  The  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette announces  the  death  of  captain  David  Deacon, 
of  the  United  States  navy,  on  Saturday  morning,  at 
his  residence  in  Burlington,  New'  Jersey.  The  im- 
mediate cause  of  his  death  was  an  illness  of  about 
six  weeks,  but  he  had  long  been  in  very  feeble 
health,  suffering  much  from  rheumatism  and  gene- 
ral debility.  Ilis  last  active  service  was  the  com- 
mand of  the  frigate  Brandywine,  during  her  three 
years’  cruise  and  station  on  the  western  coast  of 
South  America. 


to  have  been  made  the  catspaw.  The  intervention  [ Indians  have  shown  themselves  at  Indian  river  and 
of  a third  parly  between  the  moving  power  and  the  j Fort  Lauderdale,  hut  escaped. 


eifect,  does  not  alter  the  case  materially. 

‘■Foreign  office,  London,  Dec.  23,  1839. 

“Sir:  With  reference  to  the  memorial  of  the 
Glasgow  Emancipating  society,  dated  the  25th  of 
October  last,  on  behalf  of  the  negroes  who  took  pos- 
session of  the  Amistad,  and  were  subsequently  car- 
ried to  New  London,  in  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, I am  directed  by  viscount  Palmerston  to  state 
to  you,  tor  the  information  of  the  above  mentioned 
society,  that  his  lordship  has  directed  her  majesty’s 
minister  at  Washington  to  interpose  his  good  offices 
in  their  behalf,  in  order  that  they  may  be  restored  to 
liberty;  and  his  lordship  has  further  instructed  her 
majesty’s  charge  d’affaires  at  Madrid  to  call  upon 
the  Spanish  government  to  issue,  immediately,  strict 
orders  lo  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  that,  if  the  request 
of  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington  is  complied 
vvith,  the  negroes  in  question  may  be  put  in  posses- 
sion of  their  liberties. 

“Her  majesty’s  charge  d’affaires  at  Madrid  has 
likewise  been  instructed  to  urge  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  cause  the  laws  against  the  slave  trade  to  be 
enforced  against  Messrs.  Ruiz  and  Montez,  and 
against  all  other  Spanish  subjects  concerned  in  the 
transaction  in  question. 

“I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
“W.  FOX  STRANGWAYS. 

“Wm.P.  Paton,  esq.  §c.  Glasgow .” 

Warlike  movements  in  the  British  pro- 
vinces. We  find  the  following  in  the  St.  John 
Courier  of  the  15th  inst.  We  are  inclined  lo  think 
there  must  be  a mistake  in  regard  to  the  anticipa-  , 
tion  of  any  immediate  movement  of  the  troops,  I 
though  it  is  r.ot  improbable  that  vessels  may  have  | 
been  ordered  to  be  in  readiness,  for  the  removal  of 
troops,  if  necessary.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that 
either  government  intends  to  rush  into  hostilities, 
until  there  shall  have  been  an  actual  attempt  to  ad- 
just the  question  in  dispute  by  negotiation,  founded 
on  the  additional  knowledge  recently  acquired,  of 
the  geographical  features  ot  the  disputed  premises. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Fox,  referred  to  below,  was  pub- 
lished here  some  weeks  since. 

Warlike!  Her  majesty’s  ship  Vestal  has  arrived 
at  Halifax,  where,  we  understand,  other  vessels  of 
war  are  soon  expected,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
troops  and  munitions  of  war  to  this  province,  in 
case  they  should  be  required. 

We  learn,  also,  that  the  23d  Fusileers,  now  in 
garrison  at  Halifax,  instead  of  being  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  East  Indies,  is  the  first  regiment  for 
service  in  this  province,  and  has  received  orders  to 
be  ready  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice. 

We  are  further  informed  on  good  authority , that 
the  erection  of  barracks  at  Woodstock,  in  this  pro- 1 
vince,  for  the  accommodation  of  a large  military 
force,  has  been  determined  upon,  and  the  work  is 
to  commence  immediately. 


Lieutenant  McLaughlin,  in  the  United  Slates 
I schooner  Flirt,  has  gone  to  Havana  for  bloodhounds. 
He  intends  operating  by  light  canoes  built  in  South 
Carolina,  in  the  Pui  haiokee ; and  the  dogs  will  be 
available  in  scenting  among  the  islands  which  are 
said  to  be  in  the  gross- water. 

Tea-table  Key  will  be  the  depot  for  operations  by 
lieutenant  McLaughlin,  and  will  be  garrisoned  by 
lieutenant  Sloan’s  company  of  Marines. 

The  United  States  schooner  Wave,  lieutenant 
Rogers,  which  left  this  port  on  the  21st  tilt,  on  a 
cruize  south  had  her  mainmast  carried  away  close 
to  the  deck  in  a squall  off  Key  Biscayne.  She  ran 
down  to  Indian  Key  to  be  refitted. 

A Mrs.  Rowlett  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the 
Indians,  lately. 

NAVAL. 

Commodore  Hull.  The  New  York  American 
says  that  there  has  been  much  talk  in  that  city 
during  a few  days  past,  of  a mutiny  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Ohio;  and  sundry  exaggerations 
have  been  circulated,  that  it  is  perhaps  as  well  lhat 
a plain  tale  should  correct.  The  facts,  as  the 
editor  understands  them,  are  these: 

The  crew  had  not  been  ashore  on  leave  from  the 
time  of  their  departure  from  the  United  States. — 
Anxious  for  some  liberty,  at  last,  when  in  port 
Mahon  one  bright  morning,  some  three  hundred 
of  them  went  forward  in  a body  to  the  break  of  the 
quarter  deck,  asking  to  speak  to  the  captain.  The 
lieutenant  on  duty,  possibly  not  reflecting  that  the 
very  fact  of  such  a body  applying  to  address  the 
commander,  was  in  itself  an  act  of  gross  insubordi- 
nation, instead  of  ordering  them  back,  sent  lor  the 
captain. 

On  his  appearance,  and  perceiving  what  was  the 
condition  of  things,  he  sent  for  the  commodore. — 
The  old  man,  the  hero  of  the  constitution,  did  not 
slay  to  be  twice  bid.  He  was  instantly  on  the 
quarter-deck,  and  as  instantly  told  these  sailors 
they  were  committing  an  actof  mutiny  that  “might 
hang  some  of  them.”  He  then,  after  rebuking  them 
sternly  for  the  breach  of  discipline,  ordered  them 
instantly  to  disperse  and  go  below.  They  dispersed 
upon  the  word,  and  went  below.  He  then  ordered 
all  hands  to  be  piped  to  quarters.  All  hands  were 
in  a trice  at  quarters.  They  were  then  piped  be- 
low— and  again  all  went  below.  This  was  repeated 
three  or  four  times,  and  always  the  same  alacrity 
and  promptitude  in  obeying  orders. 

Finally,  the  order  was  given  to  get  up  the  anchor. 
The  ship  was  got  under  way,  and  for  10  or  12  days 
she  cruized  about  the  Mediterranean.  At  the  end 
of  that  time — the  men  conducting  themselves  per- 
fectly well — the  commodore  returned  into  port, 
piped  all  hands,  told  them  he  was  much  satisfied 
with  their  conduct,  and  that  he  would  let  them  go 
ashore;  and,  accordingly,  leave  was  given  to  them, 
which  v.  as  not  abused,  for  a frolic  on  shore.  Dis- 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  long  agony  over.  The  bill  repealing  the  “fif- 
teen gallon  law’’  received  the  governor’s  signature 
yesterday  forenoon.  It  is  the  first  bill  or  resolve 
signed  by  him.  The  pen  with  which  the  signature 
was  made  was  secured  by  the  reporter  of  the  Post, 
who,  for  the  last  two  years,  has  been  bored  to 
death  about  the  ill-starred  law,  from  morning  to 
night,  Sundays  not  excepted.  He  says  he  is  going 
to  preserve  it  to  write  the  epitaphs  of  some  ardent 
friends  of  temperance  who  have  occasionally  abus- 
ed him  in  the  newspapers,  merely  for  discharging 
his  duty'  in  reporting  trials  under  the  law. 

[ Boston  Post. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Harrisburg  Reporter  states  that  the  resump- 
tion bill  passed  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  by  a vote  of  16  to  11.  The  bill 
equires  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  the  act.  The  Tele- 
graph says  that  this  bill  is  entirely  different  from 
that  which  had  previously  passed  the  house.  It 
excepts  deposites  made  during  the  suspension,  from 
the  operation  of  the  law,  and  leaves  them  to  be  col- 
lected under  the  act  of  1824. 

[Balt.  Amer.  29 th  Feb. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  passed  the  bill 
establishing  the  new  county  of  Hudson,  embracing 
Bergen,  Jersey  city,  See. 

VIRGINIA. 

Democratic  convention.  The  Richmond  Enquirer 
says:  “The  convention  assembled  in  the  capi- 
tol  on  Thursday  evening,  4 o’clock.  More  than 
80  special  delegates  of  the  people  answered  to  their 
names,  exclusive  of  alternates;  and  they  were 
joined  by  the  democrats  of  the  legislature  in  great 
force.  The  meeting  was  full,  highly  respectable 
in  talents  and  character,  buoyant  with  hope,  and 
animated  with  the  best  spirits.  We  shall  give  co- 
pious accounts  of  their  proceedings  hereafter — at 
present  we  have  scarcely  a moment  to  sketch  this 
hasty  memorandum.” 

John  W.  Nash,  esq.  (speaker  of  the  senate), 
was  called  to  the  chair,  Thomas  Ritchie  appointed 
secretary,  and  Mr.  A.  Hansford,  (clerk  of  the  se- 
nate), w'as  appointed  assistant  secretary.  A pre- 
paratory committee  of  arrangements  was  appoint- 
ed, who  forthwith  reported  resolutions  for  several 
committees — one  for  preparing  an  address  to  the 
people  of  Virginia — another  for  reporting  an  elec- 
toral ticket — central  and  corresponding  committees 
— a third  to  make  arrangements  for  establishing  a 
cheap  weekly  political  sheet,  and  to  collect  funds  fer 
the  circulation  of  publications  among  the  people — a 
fouth,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  a national  con- 
vention. The  resolutions  were  separately  adopted, 
committees  appointed  accordingly — and  the  con- 
vention adjourned  over  till  last  evening,  4 o’clock. 

Last  evening.  The  committee  on  the  address 
reported  lhat  it  was  not  ready.  The  committee  on 
the  electoral  college  reported  a list  of  electors. 
The  committee  on  a weekly  periodical  recommend- 
ed arrangements  for  carrying  it  immediately  into 
execution.  And  the  committee  on  the  national 
convention  reported  against  such  a measure.  This 
was  adopted  by  the  convention,  and  after  some  dis- 
cussion, a resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Bouldin  of 
the  senate,  nominating  governor  Polk  as  vice  pre- 
sident, was  unanimously  agreed  to.  The  conven- 
tion then  adjourned  over  till  this  evening,  4 o’clock. 

[Balt.  Post,  24lh  ult. 

Harrison  convention.  The  Whig  of  Wednesday 
also  informs  us,  that  the  convention,  after  a brief, 
harmonious  and  enthusiastic  session,  on  Tuesday 
closed  its  labors — which  were  labors  of  pleasant- 
ness and  delight.  A ticket  of  electors,  reported 
by  the  committee,  embracing  gentlemen  of  worth 
and  intelligence,  was  adopted  by  a unanimous 
vote,  and  without  a murmur  of  disapprobation.  A 
long  and  able  address  to  the  people  of  Virginia, 
full  of  fire  and  piquancy  and  argument,  was  also 
adopted,  and  50,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Several  resolutions,  for  raising  a central  committee, 
funds  for  publication,  &c,  wrere  agreed  to,  when 
the  convention  adjourned. 
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A letter  from  Fredericksburg,  says:  The  ancient 
dominion  is  at  last  aroused,  and  the  spirit  of  ’76  is 
running  like  wild  fire  through  the  state.  She  goes 
for  Harrison,  and  so  will  North  Carolina — mark 
that! 

The  Richmond  papers  announce,  with  many  ex- 
pressions of  sincere  regret,  the  decease  of  Wm.  D. 
Hodges,  a member  ot  the  house  of  delegates  of 
Virginia,  from  the  county  of  Nansemond,  in  the 
28th  year  of  his  age.  He  had,  though  so  young, 
been  already  three  yeais  a member  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  was  winning  his  way  to  a distinguished 
fame,  one  evidence  ot  which  may  be  found  in  the 
/act  of  his  having  been  unanimously  selected  as 
the  whig  candidate  for  his  district  upon  the  electo- 
ral ticket  which  had  been  formed. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  law  which  passed  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Mississippi  making  the  issuing  of  small 
notes  punishable  with  fine  and  imprisonment  has 
been  defeated  in  the  senate. 

The  attempt  to  modify  the  gallon  law  of  Missis- 
sippi failed  in  the  senate.  The  amendment  propos- 
ed reducing  the  saleable  quantity  of  liquor  to  one 
quart.  The  measure  was  considered  entirely  too 
convenient;  and  the  grave  senators  wisely  resolved 
to  confine  their  constituents  to  the  gallon. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in 
Louisiana,  passed  the  lower  house,  on  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  was  sent  to  the  senate. 

TENNESSEE. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Nashville  Whig  that  about  a 
million  and  a half  of  the  twelve  millions  bank  in- 
debtedness of  the  people  of  Tennessee  had  been 
transferred  to  the  court  dockets.  [Balt.  Amer. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  committee  on  the  banks  in  the  Kentucky  le- 
gislature have  made  their  report.  It  proposes  to 
restore  charters  to  those  institutions,  with  some 
slight  amendments,  which  had  become  forfeitable 
by  their  suspensions  of  specie  payments,  and  fixes 
the  time  of  their  resumption  on  or  before  the  day 
of  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature,  viz:  the  first 
Monday  in  December. 

OHIO. 

The  editor  is  indebted  to  an  obliging  friend,  L. 
Roman,  esq.  superintendant,  for  a copy  of  the  third 
annual  report  of  the  board  of  public  works  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  from  which  we  design  to  insert  an 
abstract  of  the  most  interesting  items. 

Legislature . This  body  acted  with  commenda- 
ble decision  on  the  question  of  the  state  banks,  on 
the  13th  inst.  The  bill  to  repeal  the  charter  of  the 
Stark  county  Orphans’  Institute,  was  passed,  it  be- 
ing proved  that  the  institution  had  forfeited  the 
same  by  an  issue  of  shinplasters.  A report  was 
made  in  favor  of  continuing  the  Bank  of  Steuben- 
ville and  Gallipolis,  with  certain  provisions,  from 
the  majority  of  the  committee;  and  a bill  to  repeal 
the  charter  of  those  institutions,  from  the  minority, 
which  was  read  the  first  time.  Bills  to  repeal  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  Chillicothe  and  the  charter  of 
the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  company  were 
also  acted  on,  but  not  definitively.  [Balt.  Post. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Baltimore  Post  says — The  whig  legislature 
of  Michigan  proposes  to  give  the  bank  of  Michigan 
four  more  instalments  of  the  $5,000,000  loan,  which 
with  those  sold  to  the  bank  last  winter,  will,  says 
the  Detroit  Free  Press,  enable  it  to  make  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars — a sum  almost  equal  to  the 
state  tax.  Were  the  drafts  put  into  market  and 
sold  by  the  auditor  general,  as  should  be  done,  and 
the  avails  placed  in  the  state  treasury,  taxation  for 
state  expenditures  would  be  rendered  almost  un- 
necessary. 

A bill  has  passed  the  senate  of  Michigan  to  re- 
move the  seat  of  government  from  Detroit  to  Mar- 
shall. 

Ex-governor  Mason,  of  Michigan,  has  been  held 
to  bail  on  a charge  of  libel. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  Milwaukie  Sentinel,  published  in  Wiscon- 
sin, contradicts  the  statements  made  in  several  pa- 
pers relative  to  the  passage  oflhe  spor.ge  law  in  that 
territory.  The  sentinel  says— “It  is  true  that  the 
justice’s  act  has  been  so  amended  as  to  render  the 
plaintiff,  under  certain  circumstances,  liable  for 
costs:  and  this  was  done  to  prevent  the  multiplica- 
tion of  petty  suits.  And  it  is  also  true  that  an 
“act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors”  was  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  &c.  The 
Sentinel  with  these  admissions,  repudiates  all  im- 
putations upon  the  character  of  the  territory,  and 
denies  that  “swarms  of  insolvents”  are  taking  the 
benefit  of  legislative  enactments — adding,  “in  no 
single  instance  in  this  portion  of  the  territory  has 
the  act  been  taken  advantage  of,  and  we  are  very 
certain  that  the  first  case  is  yet  to  occur  in  Wiscon- 


sin.” The  Baltimore  American  says — we  hardly 
know  how  the  matter  stands.  Small  debts,  it  ap- 
pears, are  worth  more  to  the  debtor  than  to  the  cre- 
ditor— they  extinguish  themselves  under  the  pro- 
cess of  collection,  like  a worthless  horse  that  eats 
himself  up  in  oats.  In  reference  to  the  other  law 
we  are  not  told  precisely  what  it  is,  but  only  that 
no  body  in  a certain  portion  of  the  territory  has 
“taken  advantage”  of  it.  But  we  hope  for  the 
best. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

COL.  R M.  JOHNSON. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe : The  undersigned, 

having  seen  several  annonymous  letters  published 
in  some  of  the  leading  democratic  papers,  setting 
forth  that  col.  R.  M.  Johnson  had  declined  being  a 
candidate  for  re-election  to  the  office  of  vice  presi- 
dent, and  fearing  that  such  communications  may 
have  a tendency  to  mislead  the  public  mind,  and 
produce  distraction  in  the  democratic  ranks,  at  a 
time,  too,  when  forbearance  and  unanimity  of  ac- 
tion are  the  only  sure  means  by  which  we  can  ex- 
pect to  succeed,  have  been  induced  to  ask  a place  in 
your  paper,  for  the  publication  of  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  western  states,  viz:  Ohio,  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Michigan,  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
have,  by  their  democratic  papers,  and  some  ot  them 
through  large  conventions,  nominated  R.  M.  John- 
son as  the  candidate  of  their  choice.  We  also  ask 
the  republication  of  the  enclosed  letter,  from  all  of 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  not  declined.  In 
asking  this  publication,  we  are  actuated  by  no  sel- 
fish motives;  nor  do  we  wish  to  be  considered  as 
aiming  to  produce  any  division  in  the  democratic 
ranks,  but  merely  to  set  the  facts  as  they  exist, 
right  before  the  country,  for  we  presume  that  if  it 
should  be  determined  by  the  democracy  of  the  na- 
tion that  another  should  run  for  that  station,  col. 
Johnson  and  his  friends  would  acquiesce. 

A.  DUNCAN, 

JAMES  JAMESON, 
W.  BUTLER, 

LYNN  BOYD, 

JOHN  REYNOLDS, 
THOMAS  SMITH. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

While  Sulphur  Springs,  Scott  co.  Ky.  June  8,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  favor,  in  which 
you  requested  to  know  whether  I had  expressed  a 
wish  to  decline  being  a candidate  for  the  office  I 
now  fill,  and,  if  not,  whether  I was  willing  to  serve 
a second  term,  if  elected;  at  the  same  time  giving 
it  as  your  opinion  that  it  was  due  to  myself,  and 
particularly  to  my  friends,  that  I should  no  longer 
remain  silent,  as  some  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
as  to  my  wishes  and  feelings  in  relation  to  the  se- 
cond canvass  for  the  vice-presidency. 

I have  avoided  the  subject  of  your  letter  as  much 
as  I well  could,  and  was  in  hopes  that  it  would  not 
have  been  considered  necessary  that  I should  lake 
a different  course.  But  letters  which  I have  receiv- 
ed from  other  friends,  on  the  same  subject  as  yours, 
have  induced  me  to  answer  your  favor. 

I have  never  authorised  the  declaration  that  1 
was  unwilling  to  be  the  democratic  candidate  for  a 
second  term,  if  my  fellow  citizens  desired  it.  I 
have  no  reason  which  did  not  exist  at  my  first 
nomination  why  I should  refuse  the  same  station, 
if  re-elected.  I wish  it,  however,  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  I have,  always  declared,  to  all  with 
whom  I have  conversed  on  this  head,  that  I was 
not  only  willing,  but  would  most  cheerfully  retire, 
if  it  should  be  ascertained  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
those  who  elected  me  that  another  person  should 
be  selected  to  rill  the  place. 

In  my  opinion,  the  office  of  vice-president  is 
one  that  should  not  be  sought;  and  I do  not  think  I 
have  any  right  to  be  consulted,  or  should  have  any 
cause  of  complaint  if  another  should  be  chosen.  I 
had  served  ray  fellow  citizens  of  my  native  state 
(Kentucky)  for  thirty  years,  as  a member  of  con- 
gress, in  one  branch  or  the  other,  and  I had  retired 
from  the  arduous  duties  of  public  life.  In  this  re- 
tirement, I was  called  by  the  voices  of  the  people 
to  my  present  station;  it  was  conferred  as  a testi- 
mony of  approbation  for  my  public,  services,  and  as 
a mark  of'  their  highest  confidence  in  my  fidelity 
and  political  principles:  so  I considered  when  I ac- 
cepted the  office.  Many  distinguished  individuals 
have  been  named  as  my  successor:  if  it  should  ap- 
pear that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  political  friends  with 
whom  I have  always  acted  that  any  one  of  them 
should  be  selected  as  the  candidate,  I shall  manifest 
as  much  cheerfulness  in  retiring  from  the  service 
of  the  people  as  I have  done  to  serve  them  when 
they  have  requested  it. 

With  these  sentiments,  I shall  leave  these  mat- 
ters in  the  hands  of  the  people,  from  whom  all  my 
honors  have  come.  Most  respectfully, 

R.  M.  JOHNSON. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DEMOCRATIC  STATE  CONVENTION. 
From  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph  and  Intelligencer. 

The  delegates  to  the  democratic  state  convention 
met  in  the  court  house  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  and 
were  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Samuel  Anderson,  on 
whose  motion  the  hon.  Charles  B.  Penrose,  was  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  Wm.  M.  Watts,  esq.  of  Erie, 
and  Jasper  E.  Brady,  esq.  of  Franklin,  secretaries, 
pro  tem. 

The  counties  were  then  called  over,  the  dele- 
gates announced,  and  their  credentials  presented. 
About  one  hundred  delegates  were  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Burrows,  esq.  of 
Lancaster,  a committee  of.  nine  was  appointed  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  organization  of  the  con- 
vention. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  B.  Reed,  esq.  of  Philadel- 
phia, a committee  of  nine  was  appointed  to  draft 
resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the  convention. 
Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  12  o’clock,  M. 

12  o’clock,  ill.  The  convention  met  puisuant  to 
adjournment, 

Mr.  Burrows  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  convention,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

For  president — Ner  Middleswarth,  esq.  of 
Union. 

For  vice  presidents — Dr.  Samuel  Anderson,  of 
Delaware;  hon.  Charles  B.  Penrose,  of  Cumber- 
land; Dr,  Culbeitson,  of  Franklin;  alderman  John 
Binns,  ot  Philadelphia;  Benjamin  Musser,  esq.  of 
York;  D.  Searle,  e^q.  of  Susquehanna;  D.  Leech, 
esq.  of  Armstrong;  Wm.  Morton,  esq.  of  Beaver; 
Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  esq.  of  Erie. 

For  secretaries — Thomas  Williams,  esq.  of  Alle- 
ghany; Joseph  Planlcington,  esq.  of  Philadelphia 
county;  Samuel  Kiramel,esq.  of  Somerset;  Thomas 
E.  Franklin,  esq.  of  Lancaster;  Lord  Butler,  esq.  of 
Luzerne. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Mr.  Middleswarth  returned 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  in  a few 
happy  remarks,  in  which  he  said  that  the  signs  of 
the  times  indicated  plainly  that  the  people  were 
determined  to  “do  their  own  fighting  and  their  own 
voting;”  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  draft  resolu- 
tions, asked  further  time  to  prepare  their  report. 

And  after  the  appointment  of  a committee  on  fi- 
nance, and  the  transaction  of  some  unimportant  bu- 
siness, on  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  to 
meet  again  at  7 o’clock  this  evening. 

Evening  session.  Long  belore  the  hour  arrived 
for  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  the  court  house 
and  the  area  in  front  of  it,  were  filled  with  an  en- 
thusiastic crowd.  On  the  platform  above  the  offi- 
cers of  the  convention  a beautiful  transparency  had 
been  placed,  lepresenting  general  Harrison  in 
uniform,  provided  by  William  Ayres,  esq.  and  paint- 
ed by  Mr.  Francis:  also,  a splendid  Hag  with  a lull 
length  portrait  of  general  Harrison,  the  star  and 
stripes  in  brilliant  hues,  brought  here  by  general 
Miller,  of  Philadelphia;  and  a transparency  repre- 
senting the  “log  cabin,”  and  Harrison  at  the  battle 
of  the  Thames. 

Alter  the  president  had  taken  the  chair,  Mr. 
Reed  from  the  committee  appointed  to  dratt  reso- 
lutions for  the  consideration  ot  the  convention,  re- 
ported the  following. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  representing  the 
democratic  friends  of  Wm.  Henry  IIarrion  of 
Ohio,  and  the  opponents  of  the  national  adminis- 
tration, in  Pennsylvania,  assembled  in  the  spirit  of 
union,  and  anxious  by  its  counsel  and  its  action  to 
show  what  the  spirit  of  union  can  elfect,  gives  to 
the  friends  of  Harrison  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  assurance  that  victory  in  Pennsylvania 
is  within  our  reach,  and  will  not  be  lost  by  want  of 
activity  and  zeal. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  che- 
rish a sentiment  of  gratitude  which  time  cannot 
abate,  for  the  public  services,  and  personal  endu- 
rance c-t  those  brave  men  who,  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, did  their  duty,  in  protecting  our  soil  from  in- 
vasion, our  fireside  from  pollution,  and  the  home 
even  of  the  distant  settler,  from  a savage  foe. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  sentiment,  we  recognize 
an  invigorating  and  conservative  principle,  which 
in  peace  should  be  cultivated  and  protected,  and 
in  war,  an  evil  to  which  all  nations  are  liable,  even 
in  an  age  of  peace,  sustains  the  distant  solder  in  his 
thankless  cause,  and  makes  him  feel  that  the  nation’s 
soldiers  are  indeed  the  nation’s  children. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  this  spit  it  ot  grateful  remem- 
brance, which,  after  years  ofhonorable  retirement, 
now  calls  the  veteran  of  many  victorious  battles  to 
the  highest  honors  which  gratitude  can  bestow,  or 
faithful  services  can  hope  to  receive,  and,  speaking 
from  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  country,  gives 
warning  to  those  who  have  done  less,  and  been 
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paid  much  more,  to  give  place  to  one  who  has  the 
people’s  heart  with  him. 

Resolved,  That  in  general  William  Henry 
Harrison,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  see  the  son 
of  a revolutionary  father,  the  inheritor  of  a name 
which  republican  America  venerates,  the  son  of  a 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  whose 
veins  the  blood  of  his  revolutionary  father  freely 
flows — the  soldier  who  has  gained  many  battles, 
and  never  lost  one — the  hero  of  Indian  wars,  where 
men,  not  dogs,  were  the  combatants,  and  where  the 
soldier’s  sword,  did  give  security  and  peace.  The 
negociator  who  tn3de  treaties  which  were  kept,  and 
made  even  savages  know  that  honesty  in  such  trea- 
ties is  the  best  policy — the  statesman  who  by  his 
w'isdom  and  sagacity,  made  what  was  then  a wil- 
derness now  a smiling  land,  and  who  in  the  exe- 
cutive council  of  a territorial  government,  and  in 
the  legislature  ofthe  union,  has  shown  that  a gallant 
soldier  may  do  the  state  equal  service  in  her  deli- 
berative assemblies. 

Resolved,  That  bej'ond  and  above  all  these  claims 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  there  is  one 
which  his  country  more  highly  estimates — the  ho- 
nest industry  of  his  old  age,  the  hard  working 
hours  of  a public  servant  whose  hands  official  cor- 
ruption never  stained,  who  took  a public  station  in 
order  to  render  public  service,  and  left  it  without  a 
dollar,  wrung  from  the  hard  hand  of  industry  or  the 
pockets  of  the  people  who  had  trusted  him. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  pledges  to  its 
friends  throughout  the  union  the  success  of  Harri- 
son andTYLER  here  in  Pennsylvania,  the  redemp- 
tion of  this  great  commonwealth  from  the  subjec- 
tion in  which  the  administration  of  the  general  go- 
vernment so  long  has  held  it,  and  renews  the 
assurance  that  there  is  a spirit  above  us  and  around 
us,  a spirit  of  concord  and  patriotic  zeal,  which  past 
contests  have  never  witnessed,  and  which  an  early 
triumph  will  surely  recompense. 

Resolved,  That  the  attacks  now  made  by  a pen- 
sioned press,  on  the  fame  of  a time  honored  sol- 
dier, are  calculated  to  give  new  spirit  to  those  who 
claim  to  be  that  veteran’s  friends,  and  a3  Pennsyl- 
vanians, we  feel  high  gratification  in  knowing  that 
there  are  enough  old  soldiers  yet  amongst  us,  who 
at  the  next  election,  will  again  rally  round  the 
Harrison  banner,  and  again  stand  along  side  of 
him  whom  they  know  too  well  to  allow  him  to  be 
slandered  with  impunity. 

Resolved,  That  the  incidental  protection,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  furnish  to  American  industry,  by 
the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  labor  in  all  its  de- 
partments, to  the  level  of  the  hard  money  coun- 
tries of  Europe — a protection  which  would  subju- 
gate the  body  and  enslave  the  mind — is  not  tire 
protection  which  is  due  to  the  citizens  of  a country 
where  every  man  is  the  depository  of  a certain 
portion  of  the  sovereign  power,  and  where  it  is  of 
the  very  essence  of  the  government  that  every  la- 
borer should  be  intelligent  and  free. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  earnestly  recom- 
mends to  the  friends  of  Harrison  throughout  the 
state,  an  active  and  perfect  organization,  in  such  a 
mode  as  in  the  several  districts  shall  be  deemed 
expedient,  with  a view  to  a thorough  concert  of 
action  in  October  next. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  H.  Burrowes  of  Lancas- 
ter, Richard  Biddle  of  Allegheny,  John  Price 
Wetherill,  John  C.  Montgomery,  Francis  Park,  of 
the  city  of. Philadelphia,  William  McClure,  Thos. 
Elder  and  Joseph  Wallace,  of  Dauphin,  Samuel 
Alexander,  of  Cumberland,  Bela  Badger  and  James 
Gregory,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  John  H. 
Walker,  of  Erie,  Samuel  D.  Culbertson,  of  Frank- 
lin, and  James  Steele,  of  Huntingdon,  be  a state 
committee  of  the  friends  of  Harrison  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Resolved.,  That  the  nomination  of  John  Andrew 
Shulze  and  Joseph  Ritner,  as  senatorial  delegates 
lor  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  meets  the  cordial  ap- 
probation of  this  convention. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  opponents  of  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  in  the  several  congressional  districts 
of  Pennsylvania,  shall  have  nominated  an  elector  or 
electors,  and  received  from  such  nominees  a pledge 
to  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio, 
as  president,  and  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  as  vice 
president,  the  names  of  such  elector  or  electors,  and 
the  pledge  of  said  electors,  be  forthwith  forwarded 
to  the  state  committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  state 
committee  to  publish  a correct  electoral  ticket,  so 
soon  as  the  same  shall  have  been  finally  adjusted 
by  the  several  districts. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  any  vacancy  on  the 
electoral  ticket,  after  it  shall  have  been  published 
by  the  state  committee,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  con- 
gressional district  to  which  it  relates;  the  state  com- 
m ittee  having  authority  to  fill  any  vacancy  in  the 
senatorial  electors. 


Resolved,  That  this  convention,  in  concluding  its 
labors,  earnestly  calls  on  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, with  one  impulse  to  act  in  patriotic  concert  in 
a cause  worthy  of  the  effort,  and  for  a man  who  is 
worthy  of  their  confidence  and  affection;  who  will 
be  the  people’s  friend,  as  he  is  the  people’s  favorite; 
whose  policy  will  be  beneficent  to  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country — agricultural,  manufacturing 
and  commercial;  will  give  to  industry  its  due  wa- 
ges; will  ensure  the  farmer  full  compensation,  for 
now,  unrequitted  toil;  save  the  weaver  and  the  mi- 
ner from  beggary;  and  give  the  merchant  what  for 
ten  anxious  years,  he  has  never  known — confidence 
and  peace. 

Mr.  Reed  then  addressed  the  convention  in  a 
speech  which  was  responded  to  with  great  enthu- 
siasm. Mr.  Stevens  was  then  called  upon  and  his 
speech  was  received  with  great  applause.  Then 
came  Mr.  T.  Williams,  of  Allegheny,  whose  re- 
marks were  most  happy  and  eloquent.  Then  Dr. 
Anderson,  of  Delaware;  who  spoke  ably  and  to  the 
purpose.  Then  Mr.  Clarkson,  of  Philadelphia  who 
excited  much  laughter  and  merriment.  Then  Mr. 
Penrose  who  is  never  excelled  on  such  occasions. 
Then  Mr.  Montgomery  and  colonel  McKenny,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Brady,  of  Franklin,  whose 
speeches  were  received  with  warm  responses  of 
popular  enthusiasm;  and  last,  but  not  least,  general 
Bailey,  of  Dauphin,  who  wound  up  with  a patriotic 
appeal  to  the  mechanics  and  workingmen,  that  re- 
echoed from  the  multitude. 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted, 
and  the  convention  after  giving  three  cheers  for 
Harrison,  Tyler  and  democracy,  adjourned 
sine  die. 

We  should  add,  the  greatest  good  feeling  prevail- 
ed throughout,  and  that  the  cheering  intelligence 
brought  from  all  parts  of  the  state  left  not  a doubt 
upon  the  mind  of  any  one  ofthe  success  of  Harri- 
son in  Pennsylvania  by  a large  majority. 


Meeting  of  the  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland.  At  a meeting  of  the  democratic 
members  ofthe  legislature  of  Maryland,  held  at  the 
state  house  on  Friday  evening,  the  21st  of  Februa- 
ry, Dr.  Thos.  C.  Risteau  was  called  to  the  chair, 
Otho  Scott  and  Wra.  A.  Spencer,  esqs.  appointed 
vice  presidents,  and  John  C.  Legrand  and  Win.  P. 
Maulsby,  secretaries. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Washington  county,  offered  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we  concur  in  the  propriety  of 
holding  a democratic  national  convention  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  5th  of  May  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  for  the  consideration  of  the 
democratic  party,  candidates  for  the  offices  of  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  of  tile  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  democratic 
party  of  this  state  that  they  hold  conventions  in  the 
several  counties  of  this  state,  on  or  before  the  4lh 
day  of  April  next,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing 
delegates  to  the  said  national  covention. 

Resolved  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  voters 
of  each  county  and  city  to  authorise  their  delegates 
to  the  national  convention  to  nominate  electoral 
candidates  for  this  state. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  our  confidence  in 
Martin  Van  Buren  and  Richard  M.  Johnson,  as 
pure  patriots,  enlightened  statesmen,  and  as  un- 
yielding democrats,  is  unimpaired. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published. 

THOMAS  C.  RISTEAU,  president. 
Wm.  A.  Spencer, 

Otho  Scott, 

Jno.  C.  Legrand 


Wm.  P.  Maulsby 


:} 


| vice  presidents. 


secretaries. 


Harrison  meeting  at  the  capitol  of  Maryland.  At 
a meeting  of  the  whig  members  of  the  legislature 
of  Maryland,  convened  at  the  senate  chamber,  in 
Annapolis,  on  Friday,  28th  February,  1840,  the 
hon.  Richard  Thomas,  of  St.  Mary’s  county,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  the  hon.  Thomas  A.  Spence, 
of  Worcester  county,  was  appointed  secretary — 
whereupon  the  following  proceedings  were  had: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rieaud,  of  Kent  county,  the 
meeting  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  electors  of 
president  and  vice  president  for  the  state  at  large; 
whereupon  David  Hoffman,  of  Baltimore  city,  and 
John  Leeds  Kerr,  of  Talbot  county,  were  unani- 
mously nominated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stew'art,  of  Baltimore  city, 
the  following  resolution  was  read  and  adopted: 
Resolved,  In  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that 
the  convenience  of  the  whig  voters  of  the  several 
congressional  districts  in  this  state,  will  be  best 
consulted,  by  leaving  the  choice  of  an  elector  for 
each  district,  to  be  made  by  a convention  of  dele- 
gates to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  in  each  dis- 


trict— and  that  this  convention,  does  therefore, 
recommend  that  such  convention  be  held  in  each  of 
said  districts,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  June 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gaither,  of  Montgomery  coun- 
ty, the  following  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  By  the  whig  members  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Maryland,  that  the  nominations  made 
by  the  Harrisburg  convention  of  candidates  for 
president  and  vice  president,  meet  with  their  hear- 
ty concurrence  and  approbation. 

Resolved,  That  we  confidently  anticipate  by 
their  election,  and  the  adoption  of  the  principles 
for  which  the  whig  party  contend — a restoration  of 
the  currency  to  the  state  of  uniformity  and  sound- 
ness, in  which  the  late  administration  found  it;  an 
efficient  and  faithful  execution  of  the  laws;  a re- 
establishment of  the  constitutional  powers  ofthe 
representative  of  the  people,  and  the  people 
through  them,  exercising  that  check  on  executive 
prerogative  and  power,  u’hich  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  intended. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  administration  of  the 
general  government  has  shewn  itself  both  imbe- 
cile and  selfish,  regardless  of  its  imperative  duties 
and  high  responsibilities,  and  careful  only  in  the 
preservation  of  itself  and  its  supporters  in  the  pos- 
session and  enjoyment  ofthe  offices  of  the  govern- 
ment and  their  emoluments. 

Resolved,  That  in  Williah  H.  Harrison,  we 
recognise  one,  possessing  that  disinterestedness  and 
devotion  to  his  country  so  characteristic  of  our  re- 
volutionary ancestors,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of 
authority  and  power  more  absolute  and  undefined 
than  was  before  confided  by  his  country  to  an  Ame- 
rican officer,  we  see  justice  and  humanity,  traits 
the  most  important  in  a civilian — firmness,  energy 
and  bravery,  those  most  needful  in  a military  rnan 
— and  wisdom,  that  most  indispensable  in  both, 
ever  characterizing  his  course  of  action. 

Resolved,  That  the  ability  and  patriotism  which 
have  ever  distinguished  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia, 
in  the  councils  of  his  country,  eminently  entitled 
him  to  the  support  and  confidence  of  the  whig 
party. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  the 
following  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  by  the  whig  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, That  they  avail  lhemselve3  of  the  present 
occasion  to  avow  before  the  world  their  unabated 
affection  for  the  character  of  Henry  Clay,  of 
Kentucky — their  undiminished  confidence  in  his 
virtue  and  patriotism,  and  their  cherished  pride  to 
claim  as  a fellow  citizen,  one  whom  grateful  his- 
tory shall  record  as  the  champion  of  constitu- 
tional LIBERTY. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  early  and  cordial  adoption 
ofthe  “Harrisburg  nominations,”  they  realize  ano- 
ther impressive  instance  of  his  devotion  to  his 
country,  and  a bright  augury  of  the  success  of  the 
party  whose  only  aim  it  is  to  restoie  to  the  peo- 
ple the  blessings  of  their  own  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rieaud,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  meeting  be 
requested  to  address  letters  to  John  Leeds  Kerr  and 
David  Hoffman,  esqs.  informing  them  of  their  no- 
mination as  electors  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  the  state  at  large. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Potts,  of  Frederick  county', 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  signed  by  the  chairman  ami  secretary,  and  pub- 
lished in  all  the  whig  papers  of  this  state,  and  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  and  Madisonian. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frazier,  of  Dorchester  county, 
the  following  resolution  was  read  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  issue  is  now  fairly  made  be- 
tween the  hard  money  officeholders  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  hard  cider  party  of  the  people,  and 
that  it  will  be  very  hard  if  these  hard  times  are 
not  ended  before  another  hard  winter. 

RICHARD  THOMAS,  chairman. 

T.  A.  Spence,  secretai-y. 

LETTER  OF  THE  HON.  WM.  C.  RIVES, 
OF  VIRGINIA. 

Castle  Hill,  Feb.  15,  1840. 

My  dear  sir:  You  inquire  of  me  what  are  my 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  pending  presidential 
election,  and  what  course  I think  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued in  it  by  those  of  us  in  general  of  the  repub- 
lican party  who  have  been  opposed  to  the  leading 
measures  of  the  present  administration. 

While  my  name  was  recently  before  the  legisla- 
ture, by  the  act  of  my  friends,  as  a candidate  for 
re-election  lo  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  I de- 
clined, in  answer  to  various  communications  from 
members  of  that  body,  to  give  any  pledge  of  sup- 
port to  either  of  the  presidential  candidates,  as  the 
condition  of  my  election.  I did  so,  because,  while 
it  is  clear  that,  under  the  constitution,  a senator  of 
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the  United  States  can,  in  no  possible  contingency 
be  called  on,  as  such,  to  give  any  vote  or  perform 
other  act  in  the  election  of  president,  I believed 
that  the  practice  of  requiring  of  those  who  might 
be  brought  forward  for  the  office  of  senator,  pledges 
to  support  this  or  that  man  for  the  presidency,  how- 
ever it  may  be  otherwise  viewed  by  many  honora- 
ble and  patriotic  men,  is  a practice  fatally  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  legisla- 
tive department,  and  to  prostrate  it  at  the  feet  of 
the  executive  power,  whose  inordinate  growth  and 
overshadowing  influence  already  threaten  the  very 
existence  of  our  free  institutions.  In  regard  to  all 
those  questions  of  public  policy  and  legislation 
which  were  likely  to  come  before  Ihe  senate  of  the 
United  States  for  its  appropriate  and  legitimate 
action,  my  opinions  were  fully  known,  or  if  they 
were  not  so,  I was  ever  ready  to  declare  and  ex- 
plain them  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  in  answer  to 
any  inquires  which  might  be  addressed  to  me.  I 
had,  moreover,  been  very  recently  in  the  public 
service,  and  my  acts  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust 
confided  to  me,  which  were  neither  few  nor  equivo- 
cal, nor  unattended  with  circumstances  of  peculiar 
trial,  were  before  the  country,  affording,  as  it  seem- 
ed to  me,  the  most  authentic  interpretation  of  my 
principles,  as  well  as  the  surest  guarantee  of  my 
future  course. 

For  these  various  reasons,  I felt  that  I ought  not 
to  give  any  pledge  of  support  to  any  of  the  presi- 
dential candidates,  as  the  condition  of  my  election 
to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  according- 
ly declined  to  do  so  while  my  name  was  recently 
before  the  legislature,  in  connection  with  the  elec- 
tion for  that  office.  These  motives  of  reserve  have 
now  ceased.  My  name  is  no  longer  before  the  le- 
gislature for  that  or  any  other  office;  and  as,  in  time 
past,  it  has  never  been  by  any  act  or  solicitation  of 
mine,  so,  whether  it  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be, 
will  depend  on  the  free  will  of  others,  not  mine 
And,  in  the  event,  even,  of  my  name  being  again 
presented  to  the  legislature,  by  the  partiality  and 
generous  confidence  with  which  my  friends  and 
fellow  citizens  have  been  heretofore  pleased  to  dis- 
tinguish me,  the  presidential  election  will  have 
been  determined,  and  we  shall  all,  of  necessity, 
have  taken  our  equal  and  responsible  parts  in  it, 
before  the  legislature,  according  to  their  recentde- 
cision  on  the  subject,  will  proceed  to  the  election  of 
senator  of  the  United  States.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I can  no  longer  feel  the  slightest  delicacy, 
as  a private  citizen,  in  expressing  to  you,  freely 
and  without  reserve,  my  opinions  on  the  interest- 
ing question  you  propound  to  me. 

Your  inquiry  naturally  divides  itself  into  tw'o 
branches.  The  first  is,  can  we  support  the  re- 
election  of  the  present  chief  magistrate — those  of 
us,  I mean,  who  have  been  in  earnest  in  our  opposi- 
tion to  the  leading  measures  and  prevailing  policy 
of  his  administration?  And  this  question  would 
seem  properly  and  plainly  to  resolve  itself  into 
another.  Has  he  abandoned  or  withdrawn  any  of 
those  measures,  to  which  we  have  been,  and  are 
still  thus  opposed?  So  far  from  it,  we  have  seen 
that,  in  his  recent  message  to  congress,  he  has 
aiTain  brought  forward  and  urged,  with  increased 
determination  of  purpose,  his  now  cherished  sub- 
treasury scheme,  which,  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
all  his  political  friends  believed  to  be  fraught,  and 
which  vie  still  believed  to  be  fraugh',  with  the 
direst  evils  to  the  country.  He  has  not  only  again 
earnestly  recommended  this  scheme,  but  he  has 
urged  its  adoption  in  the  most  obnoxious  and  ob- 
jectionable of  all  the  forms  it  has  ever  assumed.  I 
refer,  of  course,  to  what  has  been  commonly  called 
the  specie  clause,  or  requisition  of  the  public  dues 
in  gold  and  silver  alone.  This  rigorous  feature  of 
the  scheme  had  been  pretermitted  by  the  president, 
in  his  more  recent  expositions  of  it,  and  was  be- 
lieved to  be  finally  abandoned  by  him;  but  is  now 
brought  forward  in  bold  relief,  it  is  understood  as 
the  sine  qua  non  of  the  political  alliance,  which  has 
been  announced  to  the  country.  And  the  presi- 
dent even  tells  us  that  he  “believes  no  period  will 
be  more  auspicious”  for  the  introduction  of  this 
hard  money  policy  in  the  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, “than  ihe  present” — when  we  know,  that  in 
two  thirds  or  three -fourths  of  the  states  specie  is 
at  an  average  premium  of  ten  per  cent,  above  the 
common  currency!  Most  “auspicious,”  indeed, 
for  the  interests  of  those  who  are  the  recipients  and 
beneficiaries  of  the  public  contributions,  but  surely 
not  lor  the  interests  of  the  people,  who  are  the 
payers,  immediate  or  ultimate,  of  all  these  contri- 
butions. 

In  compliance  with  this  recommendation  of  the 
president,  we  have  just  seen  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
with  the  obnoxious  specie  clause,  hurried  through 
one  branch  of  the  national  legislature,  by  a minori- 
ty vote,  in  the  absence  of  many  members,  when,  if 
that  body  (the  senate),  had  been  full,  and  its  mem- 


bers had  voted  in  conformity  to  the  opinions  arid 
wishes,  either  expressed  or  understood,  of  their  re- 
spective states,  the  measure  would  have  been  de- 
feated. And  yet,  in  the  face  of  such  facts  as  these, 
appeals  are  still  made  in  the  name  of  a blind  and 
abject  party  allegiance,  to  many  who  are  truly  op- 
possed  to  this  scheme  from  a thorough  conviction 
of  its  most  dangerous  and  fatal  tendencies,  to  sup- 
port the  re-election  of  the  president,  by  whose  in- 
fluence and  anti-republican  contumacy  it  is  to  be 
imposed  and  permanently  fastened  upon  the  coun- 
try. A poor  attempt  is  now  made  to  give  plausi- 
bility and  effect  to  this  appeal,  by  representing  the 
sub-treasury  scheme  as  a mere  question  of  expe- 
diency, on  which  men  may  agree  to  differ  without 
any  compromise  of  principle,  on  either  side;  and 
this  attempt  is  made,  too,  by  those  who  have  them- 
selves but  recently  denounced  the  scheme  in  the 
strongest  terms,  as  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty, 
by  giving  the  president  the  immediate  control  of 
the  public  money,  putting  into  his  hands  “a  fund  of 
corruption”  and  alarmingly  increasing  the  power 
and  influence  of  his  office,  “already  too  great  for  a 
republic.”  Surely,  when  considerations  such  as 
these,  are  involved, -the  question  is  one  of  vital  and 
fundamental  importance.  In  this  aspect — as  a 
measure  alike  hostile  to  the  public  liberty,  and 
warring  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  direct- 
ly and  indirectly,  in  all  its  most  essential  interests, 
the  sub-treasury  project  has  ever  been  viewed  by 
those  conservative  republicans,  who  have  given  evi- 
dence of  the  sincerity  of  their  faith  by  "fearlessly 
and  unflinchingly  meeting  the  denunciations  which 
its  profession  has  drawn  down  upon  them.  Enter- 
taining such  opinions,  can  they,  as  honest  men,  and 
as  freemen,  so  far  surrender  their  minds  and  their 
wills  to  the  slavish  discipline  of  party,  as  to  sup- 
port the  re-election  of  a president,  whose  policy 
they  believed  fo  be  fraught  with  consequences  so 
calamitous  to  their  country?  I humbly  think  not. 

Another  disingenuous  device  for  entrapping  con- 
servative votes,  is  founded  on  the  assumption  that 
they  differ  with  the  president  on  but  a single  ques- 
tion. Even  were  this  so,  it  would  be  cause  enough 
for  the  withdrawal  of  their  support,  where  the 
question  is  one  of  so  grave  and  fundamental  a cha- 
racter as  the  conservatives  honestly  believe  the 
sub-treasury  scheme  to  be.  But  the  assumption  is 
wholly  untrue.  The  conservative  republicans  have 
differed  and  still  differ  with  the  president  on  other 
points  of  the  highest  importance.  They  have 
seen,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  administra- 
tion and  in  the  conduct  of  his  friends,  a systematic 
design  to  build  up  the  practical  supremacy  of  the 
executive  power,  at  the  expense  of  the  legislative 
department,  and  of  the  people  themselves.  They 
have  seen  this  design  pursued,  not  only  by  the  per- 
severing efforts  which  have  been  made  to  secure  to 
the  president  and  his  agents  the  custody  and  con- 
trol of  the  public  moneys,  through  the  medium  of 
the  sub-treasury  scheme,  but  also  by  the  new’  and 
alarming  doctrine,  which  was  broached  in  bis  an- 
nual message  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
session  of  congress  in  December,  1838,  that,  in  the 
management  of  the  public  revenue,  he  should  be 
left  “at  liberty”  to  employ  banks  or  not,  without 
legal  regulation  and  at  his  mere  discretion,  as  depo- 
sitaries and  fiscal  agents  of  the  government — thus 
subjecting  all  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try to  his  influence  and  control.  In  the  steady 
pursuit  of  the  same  great  aim,  they  have  seen  a 
system  of  parly  discipline  introduced  and  organised 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
the  fundamental  canon  of  which  is  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  party  which  brought  him  into  power, 
must  surrender  his  individual  opinions  and  convic- 
tions on  public  measures,  however  profoundly  en- 
tertained, to  the  dictum  of  the  president,  and  sup- 
port whatever  he  shall  recommend,  under  pain  of 
excommunication  and  political  death  for  disobe- 
dience. By  these  means,  combined  with  the  pow- 
erful persuasives  of  his  official  patronage,  the  pre- 
sident is  virtually  invested  with  supreme  power. 
The  debasing  principle  has  been  openly  avowed, 
as  well  as  practically  enforced,  that  the  first  duty 
of  the  public  functionary  is  to  the  president  who 
appoints,  and  not  to  the  country  which  employs 
him,  and  that  so  long  as  he  renders  good  political 
service  to  his  chief,  no  infidelity  to  his  public  trust, 
not  even  the  grossest  peculation,  shall  be  suffered 
to  deprive  him  of  his  office.  While  unfaithful 
agents  and  public  defaulters  have  thus  earned  im- 
punity and  reward,  others  who  have  been  distin- 
guished by  the  honest,  able  and  exemplary  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties,  have  been  arbitrarily 
removed  from  office,  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
they  could  not  conform  the  private  and  involuntary 
operations  of  their  minds  to  the  standard  of  execu- 
tive faith,  or  that  they  believed  it  unbecoming  the 
proprieties  of  their  situation,  as  public  officers,  to 
take  a partin  those  electioneering  exertions,  which 


have  come  to  be  considered  the  surest  passport  to 
favor  and  security.  And  to  cap  the  climax  of  these 
bold  pretensions  of  executive  power,  we  have  seen 
a report  solemnly  put  forth  and  triumphantly  car- 
ried through,  by  tile  president’s  friends  in  the  se- 
nate, proclaiming  in  the  lace  of  day,  and  in  con- 
tempt of  the  most  revered  oracles  of  Anglo  Ame- 
rican liberty,  the  daring  heresy  that  it  is  both  the 
light  and  the  duty  of  executive  officeholders  to 
intermeddle  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  thus 
sacrificing  the  vital  principle  of  popularsovereignty 
itself  at  the  shrine  of  this  new  idol  of  presidential 
supremacy. 

While  in  these  measures  and  proceedings,  we 
have  seen  the  president  and  his  Iriends  pursuing 
with  unvarying  aim,  as  the  primary  object,  it  would 
seem,  of  their  efforts,  the  dangerous  aggrandizement 
of  his  power — in  his  plans  of  national  policy  we 
have  been  constantly  met  with  suggestions  and  re- 
commendations aiming  at  the  subversion  of  estab- 
lished institutions,  and  utterly  destructive  of  the 
repose  and  settled  order  of  business  in  the  affairs  of 
the  country,  and  appealing  to  the  jealousies  and 
worst  passions  of  society  in  their  support.  The 
special  object  to  w hich  bis  schemes  of  innovation 
have  been  mainly  directed,  is  unfortunately  the 
most  delicate  of  all  the  interests  of  society,  and  that 
which  requires  to  be  touched  with  the  wisest  and 
most  cautious  hand — the  system  of  its  currency, 
forming  the  common  measure  by  which  the  labor 
and  property  of  every  individual  in  the  community 
is  estimated  or  exchanged.  Instead  of  pursuing  a 
salutary  and  practical  reform  of  existing  abuses, 
whatever  they  may  be,  (an  object  in  which  all  good 
men  and  patriots  would  heartily  unite  with  him), 
he  has  brought  forw’ard  crude  and  anti-social  theo- 
ries, and  has  propagated  them  with  all  the  influence 
of  his  high  office,  which  go  to  the  entire  destruction 
of  that  system  of  credit,  which  is  coeval  with  the 
settlement  of  our  country,  is  so  peculiarly  adapted 
to  its  circumstances,  and  to  which,  whatever  irre- 
gularties  may  have  sometimes  attended  it,  (as,  in- 
deed, what  good,  in  the  ordinances  of  hature  or  the 
institutions  of  man,  is  not  liable  to  occasional 
abuse),  every  candid  and  well  informed  mind  must 
admit  that  the  unparralleled  development  of  Ameri- 
can prosperity  and  civilization  has  been  mainly 
owing.  The  president’s  theories  and  recommenda- 
tions, if  they  mean  any  thing,  go  to  the  entire  de- 
struction of  this  long  established  system,  now  in- 
dissolubly connected  with  all  the  interests  of  socie- 
ty, and  to  the  establishment,  in  its  stead,  of  an  ex- 
clusive hard  money  currency,  or  something  practi- 
cally tantamount  to  it,  operating  a sudden  and  total 
revolution  in  the  value  of  labor,  property  and  con- 
tracts, and  involving  the-  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the 
tradesman,  the  merchant  arid  in  short  every  class  of 
men,  (with  the  exception  of  creditors  and  public 
officers  enjoying  fixed  salaries  from  ihe  government) , 
in  one  common  ruin.  As  an  essential  part  of  this 
policy,  the  president  has  pioclaimed  a crusade 
against  institutions,  deriving  their  existence  from, 
and  responsible  to  the  states  alone,  and  in  his  new 
born  zeal  has  so  far  forgot  his  former  opinions,  as  to 
recommend  to  congress  the  enaction  of  a special 
bankrupt  law,  applying  to  these  institutions  exclu- 
sively, and  intended  to  put  an  end  to  their  existence 
by  an  act  of  the  federal  authority — a measure  which 
but  a few  years  before,  he  had  denounced  in  the 
strongest  terms,  as  an  “odious  and  unconstitutional 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  states.”  ( See  his  speech 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  on  a proposition  of 
Mr.  Branch,  of  N.  C.  on  the  6th  of  February,  1827, 
3rd  vol.  Register  Con.  deb.  p.  286J. 

Upon  all  these  subjects,  the  conservatives  have 
differed,  and  still  differ  with  the  president,  as  well 
as  upon  his  sub- treasury  scheme.  These  differences 
have  been  manifested  by  them  on  various  occasions, 
and  in  a variety  of  forms — speeches,  votes  and  dis- 
cussions of  popular  assemblies.  In  regard  to  my- 
self, I have  omitted  no  proper  occasion,  in  both 
written  and  oral  addresses  to  my  fellow  citizens,  to 
proclaim  them;  and  yet  I have  seen  with  infinite 
surprise,  that  some  persons  recently,  to  cover  their 
own  change  of  position,  have  alleged  that  it  had 
been  heretofore  understood  that  I differed  with  the 
administration  on  but  a single  question,  that  of  the 
sub-treasury!  This  allegation,  too,  is  made  in  the 
face  of  the  notorious  fact  that  I have  been  denounced 
by  the  administration  press  from  one  extremity  of 
Ihe  country  to  the  other,  for  daring  in  the  conscien- 
tious discharge  of  my  public  duty,  to  oppose  and 
expose  divers  other  acts  and  measures  of  the  presi- 
dent and  his  party — his  illicit  and  dangerous  renew- 
al of  the  connection  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States — his  alarming  and  anti-republican  doctrine 
broached  in  his  message  to  congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  congress  with  re- 
gard to  the  discretionary  employment  of  banks  in 
general,  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  at  his 
sole  will  and.  pleasure,  without  any  rule  or  limitation 
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of  law—  and  finally,  the  daring  attack  made  by  his 
friends  in  the  portentous  doctrines  of  Mr.  Wall’s  re- 
port, on  the  \ ital  principle  of  representative  govern- 
ment— the  freedom  of  elections.  On  this  last  occa- 
sion, I characterized  the  general  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration by  what  seemed  toineto  be  its  leading 
features,  and  declared  my  conviction  that  on  all  the 
great  questions  of  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  states 
— limilation  of  executive  patronage — economy  in 
the  public  expense — the  independence  of  the  legis- 
lative department — acquiescence  in  the  decisions  of 
the  majority — and  a sacred  regard  to  the  light  of 
election — (the  memorable  land  marks  of  republican- 
ism laid  down  by  Mr.  Jefferson) — it  had  widely 
departed  from  every  principle  held  and  acknowledg- 
ed by  true  republicans.  It  is,  moreover,  well 
known,  that  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  1 oppos- 
ed, ro  the  best  of  my  ability,  another  favorite  mea- 
sure of  the  administration,  commonly  called  the 
graduation  bill,  for  virtually  giving  away  to  certain 
favored  states,  that  “common  fund  of  the  public 
lands,  derived  in  great  part  from  the  munificence 
of  Virginia,  and  in  the  benefit  of  which  she  express- 
ly reserved  her  equal  right  to  participate.  How 
idle  then,  the  suggestion  recently  invented,  that  ei- 
ther myself,  or  the  conservatives  in  general,  whose 
opinions  and  destiny  it  is  alike  my  pride  to  share, 
have  differed  from  the  administration  on  but  a single 
question. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  the  president  has 
changed  his  policy  or  practice  on  any  of  these  high- 
ly important  questions,  on  which  we  have  differed 
with  him.  Some  of  his  noisy  partizaus  have  claim- 
ed for  him  great  credit  for  the  lavish  professions  of 
economy  he  makes  in  his  late  message  to  congres. 
But  what  has  been  the  practice,  which  we  are  much 
more  interested  in  knowing  than  the  empty  precepts 
of  his  administration?  According  to  his  own  state- 
ment, the  public  expenditure  during  the  year  1837, 
the  first  of  his  presidency,  amounted  to  “the  sum 
of  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars;”  during  the  year 
183S,  he  says  this  amount  “was  somewhat  reduc- 
ed;” and  for  the  year  1839,  he  thinks  that  the  public 
expenditure  “will  notin  all  probability  have  exceed- 
ed twenty-six  millions  of  dollars!”  But  this  sum 
of  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  happens  to  be  just 
the  double  of  the  public  expenditure  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  John  Q.  Adams,  which  most  of  us 
thought  was  so  enormous  and  unjustifiable  as  to  me- 
rit the  displeasure  and  rebuke  of  the  people.  What, 
however,  are  wrn  to  think  of  the  president’s  promise  of 
“continued  reduction”  of  the  public  expense,  when 
we  find  on  the  very  same  page  of  his  message,  the 
most  earnest  recommendation  by  him  to  the  favora- 
ble consideration  of  congress,  of  a plan  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  for  recruiting  a militia  army  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  one-half  to  be  in  “active  service,” 
the  other  half  to  form  a “reserve:”  the  term  of  ser- 
vice to  be  eight  years;  the  troops  to  be  armed,  equip- 
ped and  paid  by  the  United  States  “according  to  a 
rate  of  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  law,”  but  in 
other  respects  to  be  under  the  “regulation”  of  the 
war  department?  The  annual  cost  of  such  a force, 
according  to  any  conception  I can  form  of  the  se- 
cretary’s plan,  under  the  outlines  he  has  given  of  it, 
could  not  fail  to  add  many  millions  to  the  public 
burthens.  I now  speak  only  of  the  question  of  ex- 
pense; but  in  other  aspects,  this  most  extraordinary 
project,  emphatically  endorsed  as  it  is  by  the  pre- 
sident, for,  in  his  message  to  congress,  he  says,  “I 
cannot  recommend  it  too  strongly  to  your  conside- 
ration,” deserves  the  most  serious  reflection  of  every 
friend  of  the  public  liberty. 

Is  not  militia  force,  as  the  secretary  chooses  to 
call  it,  or  the  one-half  of  it,  at  least,  which  is  to  be 
“in  active  service” — “recruited  for  eight  years” — 
“stationed”  wherever  the  secretary  of  war  shall  di- 
rect— “armed  and  paid”  by  the  United  States — to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a standing  army,  and  de- 
nominated a militia  force,  only  to  avoid  the  instinc- 
tive jealousies  which  the  name  of  a standing  army 
calls  up  in  the  mind  of  every  freeman.  Can  such  a 
force  be  called  militia  in  the  sense  of  the  Virginia 
bill  of  rights,  which  declares  that,  “a  well  regulated 
militia,  composed  of  the  body  of  the  people,  trained 
to  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural  and  safe  defence  of  a 
free  state,”  or  in  the  sense  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  which  authorises  congress  “to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasions.” 
Is  there  at  this  moment,  insurrection,  invasion,  re- 
sistance to  the  laws  of  the  union,  w'hieh  would  jus- 
tify calling  forth  the  militia  into  “actual  service,” 
or  if  there  were,  would  it  justify  embodying  them 
as  “recruits,”  for  eight  years  term  of  service?  No 
such  constitutional  exigency  exists  or  is  alleged; 
and  I can  view  the  secretary’splan  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a proposition  for  raising  a large  standing 
army,  without  encountering  the  well- founded  re- 
publican jealousies  which  its  name  excites,  or  other- 
wise a9  a most  ingenious  device  for  extending  the 


influence  of  the  federal  executive,  by  setting  apart 
from  the  mass  of  the  people,  two  hundred  thousand 
voting,  not  fighting  men,  receiving  pay  from  the 
United  States  as  militia  “in  actual  service,”  and 
looking  up  to  the  president  as  “their  commander- 
in-chief,”  as  the  constitution,  in  that  case  provides 
and  directs.  I know  of  but  one  precedent  for  so 
profound  a contrivance;  and  that  was  in  the  days  of 
the  “English  commonwealth,” so  called,  w'hen  that 
wily  statesman  Oliver  Cromwell,  divided  the  king- 
dom into  ‘‘twelve  military  jurisdictions,”  just  as 
the  secretary  now  proposes  to  divide  the  United 
States  into  “eight  military  districts,”  and  under  co- 
ver of  organizing  the  militia,  caused  them  to  be 
“enlisted,”  or  recruited,  under  proper  officers,  and 
“regular  pay  to  be  distributed  among  them;”  which 
the  historian  says,  the  lord  protector  found  to  he  a 
most  effectual  “resource”  for  repressing  his  politi- 
cal enemies,  but  which  all  reasonable  men  consi- 
dered as  “throwing  aside  the  mask  of  liberty,”  and 
“parcelling  out  the  people  into  so  many  sub-divi- 
sions of  slavery.”  I have  no  disposition  to  ques- 
tion the  originality  of  the  secretary,  by  insinuat- 
ing that  he  may  have  derived  the  hint  of  his  plan 
from  so  celebrated  an  authority. 

But  to  return  to  the  interesting  question  of  the 
financial  condition  and  prospects  of  the  country, 
we  have  just  had  a most  impressive  admonition  of 
the  precarious  and  uncertain  character  of  execu- 
tive professions  and  assurances  on  this  subject. 
You  doubtless  recollect  that,  in  his  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  congress,  the  pre- 
sident exhibited  a highly  flattering  picture  of  the 
condition  of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  very  success- 
ful manner  in  which  its  operations  had  been  con- 
ducted. He  told  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, “there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  if  congress 
shall  keep  the  appropriations  within  the  estimates 
furnished  by  the  executive,  that  the  outstanding 
treasury  notes  will  be  redeemed,  and  the  public 
expenses  be  defrayed”  by  the  existing  and  current 
means  of  the  treasury,  “without  imposing  upon 
the  people  any  additional  burthen,  either  of  loans 
or  increased  taxes;”  and  then  proceeded  to  descant 
on  the  “great  evils  of  a public  debt  in  time  of 
peace.”  This  message  was  delivered  on  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  December,  1839.  But 

Nescia  mens  hominum  fati  sortisque  futuras, 

Et  servare  modum,  rebus  sublata  secundis — 

On  the  4th  day  of  February  following,  in  less 
than  six  weeks  after  these  flattering  assurances, 
and  before  any  appropriation  had  been  made  by 
congress,  except  for  their  own  pay,  another  mes- 
sage is  sent,  communicating  an  apprehended 
“ deficiency ” in  the  revenue,  and  urgently  calling 
on  congress  to  “make  early  provision  of  certain 
and  adequate”  additional  “means  to  guard  the  pub- 
lic credit,  and  to  meet  promptly  and  faithfully  any 
deficiencies  in  the  revenue,  from  whatever  cause  they 
may  arise” — or,  in  other  words,  by  another  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  or  a loan  in  some  other  form,  to 
incur  “that  very  creation  of  a public  debt,”  with 
the  denunciation  of  which  he  had  embellished  his 
discourse  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  congress. 

Let  us  look  a little  farther  into  the  president’s 
late  annual  message  to  congress,  to  see  if  it  fur- 
nishes to  the  conservatives  any  ground  to  expect  a 
change  either  of  policy  or  doctrine  on  any  of  the 
questions  on  which  they  have  differed  with  him. 
Does  he  renounce  any  of  those  dangerous  and  anti- 
republican claims  of  executive  power  which  we 
have  seen  have  been  herotofore  advanced  by  him 
and  his  friends?  So  far  from  it,  he  has,  in  the 
ominous  declaration  he  makes  in  his  message  ‘-that 
the  executive  forms  a component  part ' of  the  legisla- 
tive power,”  put  forth  a new,  and  by  far  the  boldest 
and  most  unconstitutional  pretension  in  behalf  of 
executive  power  that  ever  was  avowed  or  counte- 
nanced by  any  statesman  in  this  country.  Where 
can  the  president  find  any  thing  to  give  color  to  so 
dangerous  a dogma?  The  veryfiist  line  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  decisively  repu- 
diates it  by  expressly  declaring  that  ‘‘all  legislative 
powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a senate 
and  house  of  representatives.”  Will  the  president 
endeavor  to  find  some  sanction  to  this  bold  preten- 
sion in  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which  di- 
rects that  when  “a  bill  has  passed  the  two  houses 
of  congres-s,  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  president 
for  his  signature;  and,  if  he  refuse  to  sign  it,  he 
may  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in 
which  it  originated?”  But  this  very  same  provi- 
sion expressly  declares  that,  though  he  has  refused 
to  sign  it,  yet  the  bill  ‘‘shall  become  a law,”  without 
his  signature,  if  two- thirds  of  both  houses  overrule 
his  objections.  The  same  provisions  also  declares 
that  if  “a  bill  be  not  returned  by  the  president 
within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a law'  in  like  manner  as 
if  he  had  signed  it.”  This  very  provision  of  the 


constitution,  then,  shewing  that  a bill  may  “be- 
come a law”  without  the  concurrence  of  the  presi- 
dent, gives  not  the  slightest  support  to  the  sweep- 
ing claim  now  brought  forward  by  him  that  the 
“executive  forms  a component  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive power;”  while  that  claim,  as  already  remarked, 
is  most  emphatically  repudialed  and  condemned  by 
the  first  line  of  the  constitution,  which  declares 
that  “all  legislative  powers  herein  granted”  are 
vested  in  the  two  houses  of  congress. 

If  this  extraordinary  declaration  of  the  president 
were  a mere  barren  theory,  revolting  as  it  is  to  the 
understanding,  it  might  be  permitted  to  pass  with- 
out the  expression  of  any  other  sentiment  than  that 
of  “special  wonder”  that  a statesman  who  had  pass- 
ed through  a succession  of  public  trusts  to  the  very 
highest  known  to  the  constitution,  should  so 
strangely  have  mistaken  both  the  text  and  the 
spirit  of  the  “great  charter”  by  which  he  holds 
his  office,  and  which,  in  limiting  and  defining  the 
powers  and  duties  of  public  functionaries,  intend- 
ed to  give  the  highest  practical  security  to  the  pub- 
lic liberties.  But  it  is  no  empty  speculation  on  the 
part  of  the  president.  It  shows  the  overweening 
anxiety  with  which  he  is  intent  on  the  assertion  of 
executive  prerogative  and  the  enlargement  of  his 
own  powers,  and  how  prone  he  is  to  confound  the  - 
abuses  of  executive  influence  over  the  legislative 
department  in  the  practical  administration  of  the 
government  (which  he  himself,  by  his  system  of 
party  discipline,  has  so  largely  contributed  to  intro- 
duce) with  the  sacred  text  of  the  constitution 
itself.  This  new  executive  reading  of  the  consti- 
tution was,  doubtless,  intended,  and  has  been  so 
interpreted  by  the  president’s  own  party,  to  claim 
a wide  latitude  in  the  use  and  application  of  the 
veto  power;  for,  if  the  “executive  be  a component 
part  of  the  legislative  power,”  he  would  be  justi- 
fied in  withholding  his  approval  of  any  act  of  le- 
gislation on  the  same  principle  which  would  justi- 
fy the  non-concurrence  of  any  other  “component 
part”  of  the  legislature — of  the  senate  or  house  of 
representives,  for  example,  in  respectively  decid- 
ing on  bills  sent  from  one  house  to  the  other.  And 
as  a mere  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  expedien- 
cy of  the  measure  proposed,  has  ever  been  held  to 
justify  one  house  in  rejecting  a bill  passed  by  the 
other,  so  a like  difference  of  opinion,  under  this 
new  reading  of  the  constitution,  would  justify  the 
president,  as  a “component  part  of  the  legislative 
power,”  in  applying  the  qualified  negative  or  veto, 
which  the  constitution  gives  him  for  special  and 
extraordinary  occasions,  to  any  act  of  legislation 
passed  by  the  two  houses,  of  the  expediency  of 
which  he  may  not  entertain  the  same  views  that 
they  do. 

To  show  how  utterly  inconsistent  this  new  view 
of  the  application  of  the  presidential  veto,  is  with 
the  old  republican  doctrines,  I need  only  refer  you 
to  Mr.  Jefferson’s  official  opinion  presented  to  gen. 
'Washington  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
charter  in  1791,  in  which  he  says,  the  veto  was  in- 
tended by  the  constitution  as  a shield  to  protect  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  states,  and  of  the  co- 
ordinate departments  of  the  government  from  the 
invasions  of  the  legislature,  and  even  in  such 
cases,  it  ought  not  io  be  interposed,  unless  the 
question  should  appear  to  the  mind  of  the  presi- 
dent to  be  a “clear”  one,  and  free  from  all  reasona- 
ble doubt.  If,  however,  under  the  novel  theory 
broached  by  the  present  chief  magistrate,  this  high 
and  delicate  power,  from  being  “the  extreme  medi- 
cine, is  to  become  the  daily  food  of  the  constitu- 
tion,” and  may  be  legitimately  used  to  arrest  an 
ordinary  act  of  legislation,  upon  a mere  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  its  expediency,  it  is  plain,  that  it 
works  at  once  a fundamental  revolution  in  our  re- 
publican system,  imparting  to  the  executive  power 
an  irresistible  energy,  and  enabling  the  president, 
in  practice,  habitually  to  set  at  naught  the  deci- 
sions of  the  legislative  department;  for,  with  the 
great  influence  his  station  confers,  he  can  rarely, 
if  ever,  fail  to  command  the  support  of  one-third 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  houses  of  congress, 
which  would  be  sufficient  to  sustain  his  negative, 
and  thus  put  it  in  his  power,  by  his  single  fiat,  to 
control  all  the  rest  of  both  bodies  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

In  relation  to  the  dangerous  schemes  of  radical 
innovation  heretofore  recommended  and  encourag- 
ed by  the  president  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
and  so  deeply  affecting  those  daily  interests  of  life, 
which  “come  home  to  the  business  and  bosoms  of 
men,”  the  late  message,  instead  of  disclosing  any 
salutary  modification  of  his  former  opinions,  repro- 
duces those  opinions,  in  a more  naked,  unequivo- 
cal and  alarming  form  than  they  have  ever,  hereto- 
fore, been  presented.  It  is  evident,  whatever  may 
have  been  said  by  his  partisans  to  the  contrary, 
that  he  aims  at  a total  overthrow  and  destruction  of 
the  existing  monetary  system  of  the  country,  and 
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not  merely  at  a safe  and  prudent  reform  of  the  j 
errors  and  abuses  which  may  have  attended  it. 
After  speaking  of  certain  gross  irregularities  in  the 
course  of  business  lately  pursued  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  one  or  two 
other  banks,  (irregularities  for  which  the  system, 
in  general,  cannot,  with  justice  be  held  answera- 
ble, for  they  consisted  in  an  acknowledged  aban- 
donment of  the  fundamental  principles  and  de- 
signs of  banking,  and  “a  deviation,”  as  the  presi- 
dent himself  says,  “from  the  former  course  of  busi- 
ness in  this  country),”  he  proceeds  to  exhibit  a 
highly  wrought  picture  of  the  evils  and  calamities 
which  ensued;  and  then  pronounces  his  “delenda 
esi  Carthago'”  against  the  whole  system,  in  the 
sweeping  declaration  that — “these  consequences 
are  inherent  in  the  present  system — they  are  not 
influenced  by  the  banks  being  large  or  small,  cre- 
ated by  national  or  state  governments — they  are 
the  results  of  the  irresistible  laws  of  trade  and 
credit.”  He  follows  up  this  declaration  with  much 
more  about  the  evils  of  “a  credit  system, ” and  the 
injuries  inflicted  “by  the  resistless  laws  of  a credit 
currency  and  credit  trade,”  and,  finally,  after 
earnestly  urging  the  policy  and  duty  of  the  gene- 
ral government  to  collect  its  dues  and  pay  its  debts 
in  gold  and  silver,  he  says,  very  significantly,  that 
its  example  in  so  doing,  would  serve  as  “a  rallying 
point  by  which  our  whole  country  may  be  brought 
back  to  that  safe  and  honored  standard.”  Now  this 
certainly  sounds  very  much  like  an  exclusive  hard 
money  currency.  It  is  true  that  the  president,  in 
another  part  of  his  message  says,  that  “in  a coun- 
try so  commercial  as  ours,  banks,  in  some  form, 
will  probably  always  exist;”  but  it  is  evident  from 
what  he  says,  in  the  same  connection,  that  he 
means  to  exclude  banks  of  circulation,  as  now  ex- 
isting, and  if  we  have  banks  at  all,  they  are  to  be 
banks  of  deposite,  confined  in  their  operations  to 
their  specie  basis,  or  something  of  that  sort,  which 
would  virtually  operate,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  an  exclusive  hard  money  currency. 

My  purpose  now  is  not  to  discuss  these  extraor- 
dinary opinions  and  recommendations  of  the  presi- 
dent, or  to  point  out  the  ruinous  consequences 
which  so  total  a revolution  in  the  monetary  system 
of  the  country  would  bring  with  it  to  evpry  class 
of  society,  creditors  and  salaried  officers,  as  I have 
before  remarked,  alone  excepted.  This  has  been 
done  with  far  more  ability  than  I can  pretend  to, 
by  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  distinguished  writers 
on  political  economy  in  our  country,  (and  a Vir- 
ginian too,  I am  proud  to  say),  who,  though  re- 
moved from  all  connection  with  party  politics,  has 
been  so  startled  by  the  dangerous  fallacies  of  the 
president’s  message,  on  subjects  to  which  he  has 
devoted  the  chief  studies  of  his  life,  that  he  has  felt 
it  a duty,  from  which  no  good  citizen  is  exempt,  to 
aid  in  exposing  them.  You  will  find  his  views, 
(without  his  name,  however,  which  his  retired  and 
unambitious  course  of  life  has  doubtless  caused  him 
to  wish  to  be  withheld  from  the  public,  but  which, 
if  known,  could  not  fait  to  draw  general  attention), 
in  a ietter  recently  addressed  to  a representative  in 
congress,  and  published  in  the  Madisonian  of  the 
2Sth  and  30th  of  last  month.  I commend  it  to  your 
attentive  perusal,  and  I most  ardently  wish  that  it 
could  be  in  the  hands  of  every  reading  and  reflect- 
ing man  in  the  country. 

I will  not  touch  upon  the  topics  which  he  has 
so  ably  treated;  but  I cannot  forbear  to  notice  the 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  tone  of  dictation 
and  denunciation,  which  the  president,  in  the  fieiy 
zeal  with  which  he  is  animated  for  the  propagation 
of  his  favorite  schemes,  has  permitted  himself  to 
assume  in  his  message  towards  the  sovereign  states 
of  the  union.  He  indulges  in  the  most  vehement 
animadversions  on  their  systems  of  state  policy. 
He  invokes  a ruthless  spirit  of  extermination  against 
their  banking  institutions,  “by  whose  means”  he 
says  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  authorising 
congress  “to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  Value 
thereof,”  and  prohibiting  the  states  “to  coin  monej', 
emit  bills  of  credit,”  &c.  have  been  “practically  sub- 
verted.” He  calls  upon  the  states  “from  whose  le- 
gislation” he  says  “these  evils  have  sprung,”  to  “ap- 
ply the  remedy,”  and  especially  to  enforce  “an  in- 
flexible execution  ofthe  Iaws”against  banks  which 
have  suspended  specie  payments,  or  in  other  words 
rigidly  to  exact  a forfeiture  of  their  charters!  After 
these  imprecations  on  the  state  banks,  he  arraigns 
the  state  legislatures  for  “plunging  their  respective 
states  into  embarrassment  and  debt,”  telling  them 
that  “our  people  will  not  long  be  insensible  to  the 
extent  of  the  burdens  entailed  upon  them”  and 
holds  up  the  states  to  the  view  of  the  world,  for 
their  extravagance  and  improvidence,  in  such  a 
manner  as  cannot  fail  seriously  to  prejudice  their 
credit,  whatever  be  their  resources.  So  vehement 
is  his  horror  of  the  credit  system,  that  he  seems  to 
view  with  instinctive  aversion  every  thing  which  it 


(may  have  assisted  to  create,  and  proceeds  to  de- 
nounce those  noble  and  most  useful  state  improve- 
ments, which  have  caused  the  recent  wilderness  of 
America  to  “blossom  as  the  rose,”  as  “splendid  but 
in  many  instances  profitless  rail  roads  and  canals, 
absorbing  the  fruits  of  national  industry  for  years 
to  come,  and  securing  to  posterity  no  adequate  re- 
turn!” After  this  onslaught  on  the  policy  of  the 
states,  and  their  institutions  and  establishments,  he 
summons  up  the  spirits  and  enkindles  the  zeal  of 
his  followers  for  the  work  of  demolition  before 
them,  by  the  war  cries  of  “monopoly,”  “privileged 
associations,”  “partial  legislation,”  and  tells  them 
that  “the  abuses  which  they  have  the  power  peace- 
ablj'  to  remedy  are  such  as  have  elsewhere  caused 
the  effusion  of  rivers  of  blood,  and  the  sacrifice  of 
thousands  of  the  human  race,”  but  that  he  “hopes 
they  will  carry  through  the  reform  which  has  been 
so  well  begun,”  “submitting  to  temporary  sacrifices, 
however  great,  to  ensure  their  permanent  welfare.” 

Upon  what  new  conception  of  the  powers  and 
duties  of  a chief  magistrate  of  the  union,  the  pre- 
sident has  felt  himself  authorised  thus  to  interfere 
with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  states,  and  to 
arraign,  lecture  and  dictate  to  them  in  regard  to 
matters  belonging  to  their  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
(an  interference  which  seems  to  me  to  be  consoli- 
dation in  its  worst  form,  and  if  submitted  to  in  this 
instance,  would  be  a precedent  justifying  an  inter- 
ference with  any  other,  even  the  most  delicate  of 
all  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  states),  I know 
not.  But  no  reflecting  or  sober  minded  man  can 
fail  to  perceive,  for  an  instant,  the  wide-spead  ruin 
which  would  ensue  to  the  whole  country,  if  this 
war  upon  its  industrious  pursuits  and  its  establish- 
ed policy  and  institutions  shall  continue  to  be  pro- 
secuted, in  the  destructive  and  fanatical  spirit  which 
the  president  encourages,  if  he  has  not  infused,  into 
his  followers.  “Great  as  are  the  sacrifices,”  which 
he  himself  anticipates,  they  bid  defiance  even  to  his 
powers  of  description.  Let  those  institutions  which 
supply  the  currency  and  contribute  in  so  large  a 
degree  to  uphold  the  credit  of  the  states,  be  annihi- 
lated. Let  those  noble  state  improvements,  which 
give  value  to  the  products  of  agriculture,  and  life 
and  animation  to  industry,  in  creating  and  opening 
a way  to  profitable  markets,  be  abandoned  and  suf- 
fered to  become  “an  heap  of  stones,”  let  the  value  of 
every  description  of  labor  and  property  be  brought 
down  to  the  standard  of  an  exclusive  hard  money 
currency — and  the  imagination  may  conceive,  but 
no  pen  can  adequately  portray  the  general  scene  of 
desolation  and  distress  which  will  follow.  To  my 
mind,  the  most  appropriate  type  of  it  is  presented 
in  the  ravages  of  Attila,  in  the  fifth  century,  over 
the  face  of  the  fairest  portion  of  Europe.  It  was 
the  boast  of  that  celebrated  chieftain,  “that  the 
grass  never  grew  upon  any  spot  where  his  horse 
had  trod;”  and  if  the  destructive  doctrines  of  the 
president  shall  be  carried  out,  in  the  spirit  of  his 
message,  he,  too,  may  boast  of  a similar  triumph 
over  the  prosperity,  happiness  and  civilization  of 
his  country. 

Have  we  not,  already,  had  some  foretaste  of  the 
disastrous  consequences,  which  the  propagation  of 
this  spirit  and  these  doctrines,  is  likely  to  produce, 
in  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  president’s  party 
in  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  states 
ofthe  union — I allude  to  Pennsylvania.  Under  the 
instigation  of  the  president’s  message,  we  have  seen 
his  political  friends  there  bringing  in  and  triumph- 
antly carrying  through  one  branch  of  the  legislature, 
by  dint  of  party  dicipline,  a bill  for  forcing  a re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  within 
fifteen  days,  which,  it  was  understood,  would  have 
been  promptly  passed,  under  the  same  influence,  by 
the  other  branch,  but  for  the  patriotic  intervention 
ofthe  governor,  who,  seeing  the  inevitable  distress 
and  ruin  which  so  precipitate  a measure  must  bring 
upon  the  community,  and  that  it  had  already  in- 
flicted a serious  blow  on  the  credit  of  the  state  her- 
self, by  rendering  it  impossible  to  meet  the  payment 
of  a large  amount  of  interest  on  her  public  debt,  on 
the  day  it  fell  due,  and  thus  exposed  that  great 
commonwealth  to  the  injurious  effects  as  well  as 
mortification,  of  a violation  of  her  solemn  engage- 
ments, came  forward  nobly,  in  the  face  of  the  party 
denunciations  which  he  foresaw  and  declared  would 
be  visited  upon  him,  and  earnestly  appealed  to  the 
legislature  to  pause,  and  re-consider  the  dangerous 
measure  which  was  in  progress.  But  in  Washing- 
ton itself,  under  the  personal  surveillance  and  di- 
rection of  the  movements  of  his  party  by  the  presi- 
dent, we  have  seen  a still  more  alarmingexhibition 
of  this  reckless  and  unconstitutional  spirit  of  inter- 
ference with  the  domestic  concerns  and  credit  of 
the  states.  On  motion  of  a member  of  the  senate, 
fresh,  not  from  the  people,  but  from  the  cabinet  of 
the  president,  of  which  he  was  but  a few  days  ago, 
a member,  we  have  seen  a committee  raised,  upon 
a feigned  issue  of  assumption,  (which  no  state,  or 


any  one  on  behalf  of  a state  had  proposed),  to  take 
cognizance  of  tfie  subject  of  state  debts,  calling  up 
the  states  in  succession  to  the  bar  of  the  senate, 
passing  in  review  their  pecuniary  engagements  and 
condition,  and  so  glaringly  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, sitting  as  a commission  of  bankruptcy  on  the 
affairs  of  the  states,  that  when  their  report  came  in 
it  was  indignantly  sent  back,  to  the  committee  by 
which  it  was  prepared,  with  the  concurrence  of 
many  of  their  political  friends,  to  have  a portion  of 
it  suppressed  and  expunged. 

When  to  these,  and  the  other  evidences  of  con- 
temptuous disregard  for  the  rights  and  dignity  of 
the  states,  to  which  I have  already  referred,  we  add 
the  bold  act  of  party  power,  by  which  the  presi- 
dent’s friends  in  the  other  house  of  congress  did  not 
hesitate  to  disfranchise  a sovereign  state  of  the 
union  of  her  constitutional  right  of  representation, 
in  order  to  effect  the  election  of  a party  speaker, 
(in  which  object,  however,  as  if  by  the  retributive 
judgment  of  Providence,  they  were  at  last  disap- 
pointed)— a disfranchisement  which  to  this  day  is 
continued,  and  may  be  indefinitely  prolonged — we 
may  form  some  idea  of  the  modesty,  as  well  as 
justice,  with  which  the  president  and  his  party  have 
presumed  to  appropriate  to  themselves  the  name  of 
state  rights  republicans.  In  my  humble  judgment, 
the  present  chief  magistrate,  has  departed  from 
every  leading  principle  of  republicanism,  the  pro- 
fession of  which  brought  him  into  office;  and  for 
myself,  I cannot  conceive  how  anyone  who  is  truly 
a republican  and  a conservative — w’ho,  in  the  ad- 
ministration ofthe  government  is  the  advocate  of  a 
conservative  as  opposed  to  a destructive  policy, — 
who  is  the  friend  of  state  rights  in  opposition  to 
federal  consolidation, — who  would  maintain  legis- 
lative independence  against  executive  supremacy, — 
who  would  see  the  government  of  this  great  confe- 
deracy administered  as  a high  national  trust,  and 
not  as  a party  job, — who,  in  short,  loves  liberty 
more  than  power — can  support  his  re-election.  Let 
others  decide  as  they  may,  I certainly  cannot. 

Let  us  now  see  what  are  the  public  principles  and 
opinions,  the  life  and  character,  of  general  Harri- 
son, the  sole  opposing  candidate  for  the  presidency, 
and  if  they  do  not  present  a better  guarantee  for 
the  safe  republican  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  has  been  the  singular-fortune  of  general 
Harrison  to  have  been  more  misrepresented  and 
consequently  misunderstood,  particularly  in  his 
native  state,  than  any  other  distinguished  citizen  of 
our  country.  Tfie  reason  of  this  is,  doubtless,  to 
be  found  in  the  circumstance  that  for  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years  of  his  life,  be  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  scenes  of  active  political  employment,  and 
that  while  his  name  was  before  the  country,  in  the 
last  presidential  election,  exposing  him  of  course, 
to  much  denunciation  and  misrepresentation  from 
his  political  adversaries,  tfie  attention  of  tfie  oppo- 
sition party  of  tfie  south  was  mainly  directed  to  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  their  own  section,  so  that 
there  was  no  party  interest  felt  at  that  time,  in  the 
south,  in  detecting  and  exposing  the  numerous  and 
gross  misrepresentations  of  which  he  was  made  the 
subject  by  an  unscrupulous  press.  From  this  state 
of  things,  it  has  arisen,  that  in  tfie  south  generally, 
and  in  Virginia  particularly,  the  most  unfounded 
chargps  have  been  widely  propagated  in  regard  to 
his  public  principles  and  conduct,  and  till  lately 
without  efficient  contradiction  and  exposure, — thus 
imposing  on  many  good  citizens,  who  will  be  now 
eager  to  repair  the  injustice  they  have  done  him. 
Tfie  most  prominent  of  these  charges,  which  is  still 
wantonly  repeated,  is  that  general  Harrison  is  an 
abolitionist.  I have  recently  investigated  with  care, 
all  the  evidences  of  his  principles  and  conduct  on 
this,  as  well  as  other  important  public  questions, 
and  I am  thoroughly  convinced  that  if  there  be  one 
man,  who  has  entitled  himself  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  south,  beyond  all  others,  by  the  noble  and  dis- 
interested zeal  he  has  at  all  times  manifested,  the 
sacrifices  he  has  freely  made,  the  single-heartedness 
with  which  he  has  exposed  himself  to  persecution 
and  political  proscription,  in  defence  ofthe  consti- 
tutional rights  of  the  south,  and  the  peace  and  safe- 
ty of  their  fire  sides,  against  all  interference  whe- 
ther of  fanaticism  or  political  ambition,  that  man  is 
William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio. 

You  have  doubtless  read  the  speech  made  by  him 
at  Vincennes,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  in  1S35,  in 
which,  in  the  face  of  a non-slaveholding  audience, 
he  gallantly  volunteered  to  defend  tfie  rights  and 
interests  of  the  south.  Where  can  be  found,  even 
in  the  productions  of  any  southern  statesman,  a 
more  energetic  and  unsparing  denunciation  of  the 
schemes  ofthe  abolitionists?  He  pronounces  them 
to  be  “weak,  presumptuous  and  unconstitutional” 
— “illegal,  persecuting  and  dangerous;”  and  after 
depicting  in  glowing  language  the  fatal  consequen- 
ces to  which  they  must  lead,  he  calls  upon  his  au- 
dience with  indignant  earnestness,  to  “frown  upon 
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measures  which  are  to  produce  results  so  much  to 
be  deprecated.”  He  lays  down  in  the  broadest  and' 
mo3t  unequivocal  terms,  the  fundamental  principle 
that  the  subject  of  slavery  is  under  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  states  in  which  it  exists, 
and  that  neither  the  general  government  nor  the 
non-slaveholding  states  have  any  right  whatever  to 
interfere  with  it;  and  he  moreover  contends  that  dis- 
cussions upon  the  subject  in  the  non  slaveholding 
states,  tending  in  their  consequences,  as  they  do,  to 
jeopard  the  peace  and  impair  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding states,  are  an  abuse  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  pervad- 
ingdesignof the  constitution.  Thesame  ileclarations 
were  made  by  him,  and  with  greater  emphasis,  if 
possible, in  an  address  delivered  to  an  assembly  of  his 
fellow  citizens  at  Cheviot,  in  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1833;  from  which  an  isolated  passage,  (in  which  the 
author  admiting  slavery  to  be  an  evil,  says  he  would 
gladly  see  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  union  devoted 
to  its  progressive  extinction  by  the  purchase  and 
colonization  of  the  slaves,  “with  the  sanction  of  the 
states  holding  them,”)  has  been  artfully  culled,  and 
given  to  the  public,  carefully  suppressing  the  con- 
text, in  which  general  Harrison  maintains,  in  the 
strong  and  unqualified  language  I am  about  to  cite, 
that  “the  slave  population  is  under  the  exclusive 
co  drol  of  the  states  which  possess  them,”  and  that 
“neither  the  general  government  nor  the  non-slave- 
holding states  can  interfere  in  any  way,  with  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves,”  and  at  the  same  time 
denounces  the  schemes  of  the  abolitionists  as  fraught 
with  “horrors,  upon  which  an  incarnate  devil  only 
could  look  with  approbation. ” 

But  even  if  the  incidental  and  abstract  suggestions 
above  noticed  in  the  Cheviot  speech  of  general 
Hairison  were  to  be  looked  at,  disconnected  from 
its  context,  however  we  might  differ  from  him  both 
as  to  its  practicability  and  some  of  the  principles 
involved,  justice  and  candor  would  still  require  us 
to  bear  in  mind  that,  but  a few  years  ago,  similar 
sentiments  were  freely  expressed  both  by  the  press 
and  public  councils  of  Virginia,  and  that  a plan  for 
effecting  the  same  object,  almost  identical  with  that 
thrown  out  by  general  Harrison,  was  developed  and 
earnestly  advocated  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a letter 
addressed  by  him,  during  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
to  Mr.  Sparks,  which  you  will  see  in  the  4th  vol. 
ot  his  writings,  page  373 — 391.  But  I again  repeat, 
where  is  the  man,  whether  of  the  south  or  of  the 
north,  who  in  the  practical  assertion  of  the  rights  of 
the  south,  and  in  energetic  and  decisive  reprobation 
of  the  projects  of  the  abolitionists,  has  gone  farther 
than  general  Harrison.  A just  people  cannot  forget 
the  noble  and  self-sacrificing  devotion  with  which 
he  stood  alone,  out  of  all  the  representatives  of  the 
western  non  slaveholding  states,  and  in  a little 
band  ot  but  two  or  three  from  the  whole  non-slave- 
holding region  of  the  union,  in  steadily  resisting,  on 
behall  ot  tile  rights  and  interests  of  the  south,  the  me- 
morable Missouri  restriction,  and  the  kindred  pro- 
position made  a:  the  same  period  to  restrict  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  into  the  territory  of  Arkansas — 
patriotic  self-devotion,  by  which  he  lost  his  seat  in 
congress,  and  incurred  popular  odium  and  proscrip- 
tion, for  a season,  in  his  own  state.  All  this  gene- 
ral Harrison  did  fieely,  from  a sense  of  duty  to  the 
constitution  of  his  country,  and  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  southern  states,  at  a time  when  he 
had  nothing  to  ask  at  their  hands.  What  was  the 
course  of  the  present  chief  magistrate,  in  whose  be- 
half general  Harrison  is  now  sought  to  be  stigmatis- 
ed  as  an  abolitionisis,  under  the  same  circumstan- 
ces? He,  then,  as  a member  of  the  senate  of  New 
Vork,  voted  in  favor  of  instructions  to  the  senators 
and  representatives  of  that  state,  in  congress,  to 
support  the  Missouri  restriction  and  a year  or  two 
afterwards,  as  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  voted  in  favor  of  the  proposition  to  restrict 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  I he  territory  of  Flori- 
da. Well,  therefore,  might  the  south  require  of 
him  some  pledge  of  fidelity  to  their  rights,  when 
he  became  a candidate  lor  their  suffrages  to  elevate 
him  to  the  station  he  now  occupies.  But  what  fur- 
ther or  higher  pledge  can  general  Harrison  have  to 
give,  than  his  conduct  and  opinions,  uniformly  sus- 
tained through  every  change  of  circumstances,  and 
at  every  personal  sacrifice,  coupled  with  that  just 
and  republican  definition  of  the  true  province  of  the 
presidential  veto  in  his  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams, 
esq.  in  which  he  says  “it  is  a conservative  power 
intended  only  to  be  used  to  secure  the  constitution 
itsell  Irom  violation,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
minority  and  the  weaker  members  of  the  union” — 
a definition  obviously  framed,  in  its  last  clause  par- 
ticularly, with  reference  to  that  vital  interest  of  the 
south,  of  which  he  has  proved  himself,  through  good 
and  through  evil  report,  the  disinterested  and  pa- 
triotic champion. 

Another  denunciatory  charge  against  gen.  Har- 
rison, and  alike  destitute  of  foundation,  which  has 


been  extensively  propagated,  is,  that  he  was  “a 
black  cockade  federalist  and  an  advocate  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,”  during  the  administration  of  the 
elder  Mr.  Adams.  This  charge  has  been  most  de- 
cisively met  and  refuted  by  judge  Burnet,  a distin- 
guished citizen,  and  lately  one  of  the  senators  in 
congress,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  who,  from  an  intimate 
personal  acquaintance  with  general  Harrison  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  declares  that  “he  was  a firm,  con- 
sistent, unyielding  republican  of  the  Jefferson 
school,  and  warmly  advocated  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  against  Mr.  Adams.”  General  Harrison 
himself,  in  a debate  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  March,  1826,  in  replying  to  some  obser- 
vations of  Mr.  Randolph,  importing  a similar  charge, 
explicitly  declared  that,  while  in  common  with  his 
constituents,  the  legislature  of  the  northwestern 
territory  whose  delegate  in  congress  he  then  was, 
he  approved  the  course  of  Mr.  Adams’  administra- 
tion in  the  controversy  with  the  French  government, 
and  had  a great  personal  respect  for  Mr.  Adams  as 
an  honest  man  and  a patriot,  “his  opposition  (o  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  was  so  well  known  in  the 
tenitory,  that  a promise  was  extorted  from  him  by 
his  friends  in  the  legislature  that,  as  he  had  no  vote 
in  the  proceedings  of  congress,  he  would  not  unne- 
cessarily compromise  the  local  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents by  the  expression  of  his  political  opinions.” 
But  whether  general  Harrison  has  been  or  is  a fede- 
ralist must  depend  on  the  character  of  his  political 
principles,  and  not  on  the  arbitrary  classification  of 
personal  or  party  prejudice.  Now,  it  so  happens 
that  we  have  an  authentic  and  most  lucid  exposi- 
tion of  his  political  principles  by  himself,  at  a pe- 
riod of  life  when  they  must  have  been  fully  matur- 
ed and  thoroughly  settled,  in  an  address  to  the  vo- 
ters of  his  district,  before  whom  he  w as  then  a can- 
didate for  a seat  in  congress,  which  was  published 
in  the  Cincinnati  Inquisitor,  under  date  of  the  17th 
September,  1822. 

In  that  admirable  address,  he  declares  that  he  i? 
“a  republican  of  the  old  Jeffersonian  school,”  and 
derives  his  principles  of  constitutional  interpreta- 
tion “from  the  celebrated  resolutions  of  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature  of  ’98  and  ’99” — that  he,  there- 
fore, “denies  to  the  general  government  the  exer- 
cise of  any  power  but  what  is  expressly  given  to  it 
by  the  constitution,  or  what  is  essentially  necessa- 
ry to  carry  the  powers  expressly  given  into  effect” 
that  “he  believes  the  charter  given  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  unconstitutional” — that  “he 
believes  in  the  tendency  of  a large  public  debt  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  the  constitution,  by  creating 
a moneyed  aristocracy,  wdiose  views  and  interests 
must  be  in  direct  hostilily  to  those  of  the  mass  of 
the  people,”  and  that  he  is,  therefore,  “in  favor  of 
every  practicable  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  government” — that  “he  believes  in  the  right 
of  the  people  to  instruct  their  representatives, 
when  elected” — and,  finally,  that  he  believes -‘upon 
the  preservation  of  the  union  of  the  states  depends 
the  existence  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties — 
that  the  true  cement  of  this  union  is  the  brotherly 
love  and  regard  which  the  citizens  of  the  several 
states  possess  for  each  other — and  that,  as  the 
union  was  effected  only  by  a spirit  of  mutual  con- 
cession and  forbearance,  so  only  can  it  be  preserv- 
ed.” A political  creed  more  truly  republican  and 
patriotic  than  this,  I think  you  will  agree  with  me, 
has  never  been  submitted  to  the  American  people; 
and  as  it  was  delivered  to  the  world  when  the  ex- 
perience and  reflection  of  a life  then  but  little  short 
of  fifty  years  had  impressed  their  seal  upon  his 
opinions,  it  must,  in  candor,  be  presumed  to  form 
the  basis  of  his  public  policy  and  conduct. 

But,  it  is  said  that  gen.  Harrison  has  voted  for  a 
protective  tariff,  for  internal  improvements  by  the 
general  government,  and  is  in  favor  of  a national 
bank.  In  regard  to  this  last  allegation,  I think  I 
sha1!  be  able  to  show  you  presently  that  it  is  whol- 
ly gratuitous.  As  to  the  others,  what  more  has 
general  Harrison  done  than  Mr.  Van  Buren?  Mr. 
Van  Buren  voted  for  the  worst  of  all  the  tariffs,  the 
tariff  of  1828,  commonly  called  the  bill  of  abomi- 
nations. Very  gross  and  wanton  injustice  has  been 
done  general  Harrison,  by  perverting  a passage  in 
an  address  delivered  by  him  to  an  agricultural  so- 
ciety in  Ohio  in  1831,  so  as  to  make  the  impres- 
sion that  he  would  not  be  w illing  to  relax  or  aban- 
don the  tariff  policy  “till  under  its  operation  the 
grass  was  found  to  grow  in  the  streets  of  Norfolk 
and  Charleston.”  The  truth  is  that  this  expression 
was  quoted  by  general  Harrison  from  an  agricultu- 
ral address  of  Mr.  James  M.  Garnett  of  our  own 
state,  who  had  argued  that  such  was  the  actual 
effect  of  the  tariff  on  the  south,  and  general  Har- 
rison, responding  to  the  argument,  declared,  if 
such  were  really  its  effect,  then  “he  would  in- 
stantly give  his  voice  for  its  modification  or  entire 
repeal.”  The  sentiments  of  general  Harrison  are 
known  to  be  those  of  distinguished  liberality  on 


this  subject;  for  in  his  Cheviot  speech  he  declares, 
with  as  much  justness  of  thought  as  elegance  of 
expression,  that  “even  in  cases  where  the  injurious 
operation  of  a measure  of  the  general  government 
is  confined  to  a few,  and  it  is  beneficial  to  a large 
majoiity  of  the  states,  it  would  be  evidence  of  as 
little  foresight,  as  of  moral  rectitude  in  the  latter, 
to  countenance  the  injury.”  On  the  subject  of 
internal  improvements,  general  Harrison,  1 appre- 
hend, never  gave  so  strong  a vote  in  affirmation  of 
the  power  of  the  general  government,  as  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  vote  for  the  erection  of  toll  gates  on  the 
Cumberland  road,  according  to  his  own  admission, 
was;  and  if  you  look  into  the  recent  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  you  will  find  that  that  officer,  as 
the  organ  of  the  administration  in  this  branch  of 
the  public  policy,  distinctly  asserts  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  internal  improvements  in  the  fede- 
ral government,  “in  regard  to  such  works  as  are  of 
general  utility,”  while  his  statements  and  remarks 
show  that  appioprialions  for  works  even  of  a diffe- 
rent character  have  received  the  official  approval 
and  signature  of  the  president.  General  Harrison, 
in  his  letter  to  Sherrocl  Williams,  esq.  declares  his 
opinion  that  “no  money  should  be  taken  from  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  to  be  expended  on 
internal  improvements,  but  for  those  which  are 
strictly  national,”  and  inculcates,  with  great  force, 
the  propriety  of  “forbearance  and  conciliation  in 
regard  to  a power,  the  exercise  of  which,  had  pro- 
duced, and  would,  doubtless,  continue  to  produce 
jealousies  and  dissension.” 

Let  us  now  see  what  foundation  there  is  for  the 
assertion  that  general  Harrison  is  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank.  We  have  already  seen  that,  in  his 
address  to  the  voters  of  the  Cincinnati  district  in 
1822,  he  expressly  declared  that  “he  believed  the 
charter  given  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
unconstitutional.”  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Sherrod 
Williams,  in  answer  to  the  query,  “whether  if 
elected  president,  he  would  sign  a bill  with  proper 
modifications  and  restrictions,  lor  chartering  a Bank 
of  the  United  States,”  he  replies  in  the  following 
very  specific  and  guarded  terms — “I  would,  if  it 
were  clearly  ascertained  that  the  public  interest  in 
relation  to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue  would  materially  suffer  without  one,  and 
there  were  unequivocal  manifestations  of  public 
opinion  in  its  far  or.  I think,  however,  the  experi- 
ment should  be  fairly  tried  to  ascertain  w hether  the 
financial  operations  of  the  government  cannot  be 
as  well  carried  on  without  the  aid  of  a national 
bank.  If  it  is  not  necessary  for  that  purpose,  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  one  can  be  constitu- 
tionally chartered.  There  is  no  construction  which 
I can  give  to  the  constitution  which  would  autho- 
rise it,  on  the  ground  of  affording  facilities  to  com- 
merce.” It  is  to  be  remarked  that  general  Harrison 
here,  speaks  not  of  what  he  would  recommend,  or  is 
personally  in  fnrvor  of,  but  what  he  would  do,  in 
the  event  of  a hill  for  chartering  a bank,  under  pro- 
per modifications  and  restrictions,  being  passed  by 
congress  and  presented  to  him  for  his  signature; 
and  even  in  that  case  lie  says  he  would  sign  it  only 
under  the  special  contingencies  he  enumerates,  to 
wit:  that  it  had  been  clearly  ascertained  by  expe- 
rience to  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  lire  financial 
operations  of  the  government,  and  that  there  were 
unequivocal  manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  its 
favor.”  and,  he  adds  emphatically,  that  unless  it 
should  be  shown  “lo  he  necessary  for  conducting 
the  financial  operations  of  the  government,  lie  doe.s 
not  think  one  can  be  constitutionally  chartered.” 
Connecting  what  general  Harrison  here  says  with 
the  declaration  in  his  address  to  the  voters  of  his 
district  in  1S22,  it  is  evident  that  his  own  leanings 
are  decidedly  against  a national  bank.  While  this 
is  general  Harrison’s  position  on  the  question  of  a 
national  bank,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is,  we  know,  active- 
ly exerting  all  the  influence  of  his  high  office  to 
force  upon  the  country  a great  government  bank, 
(under  the  disguise  of  his  snb-lreasury  scheme), 
controlled  entirely  by  executive  agency,  and  thus 
effecting,  in  the  hands  of  the  president  that  union 
ot  the  moneyed  and  political  power  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  has  ever  been  held  fatal  lo  the  liber- 
ties of  a free  people. 

This  question  of  executive  power  is,  after  all,  the 
great  and  paramount  question  of  the  day,  threaten- 
ing, as  it  does,  the  existence  of  that  civil  and  poli- 
tical freedom  on  w hich  all  our  institutions  repose. 
We  have  seen  what  a rapid  and  alarming  develop- 
ment. by  means  of  party  discipline,  the  abuse  of 
official  patronage,  and  the  new  and  extraordinary 
pretensions  put  forth  by  the  president  and  jiis 
friends,  this  power  has  recently  attained;  till  the 
government  has  been  warped  into  pi aclical  mo- 
narchy of  the  worst  sort,  in  which  all  power  is 
centred  in  one  mail,  to  be  used,  not  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  but  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a party. 
To  “correct  this  procedure” — to  “restain  executive 
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power”  within  its  legitimate  bounds — to  bring 
back  the  “administration  to  republican  forms  and 
principles,”  and  to  protect  the  “purity  and  inde- 
pendence of  tlie  legislative  department,”  should 
now  be  the  object  of  every  republican  patriot,  as  it 
was  that  which,  Mr.  Jefferson  tells  us,  (4th  vol.  of 
his  writings,  page  450),  first  aroused  and  united 
the  republicans  of  ’98  and  ’99.  To  enable  you  the 
better  to  judge  of  the  principles  and  opinions  of 
general  Harrison  on  this  great  question  of  execu- 
tive power,  in  contrast  w’ith  the  doctrines  and 
practices  of  the  present  administration,  f will  ex- 
tract from  his  letter  to  the  honorable  Harman  Den- 
ny, written  four  years  ago,  certain  cardinal  princi- 
ples which  he  lays  down  “as  proper  to  be  observed 
by  any  executive  sincerely  desirous  of  restoring 
the  -government  to  its  original  simplicity  and  re- 
publicanism,” and  then  exhibit  in  immediate  juxta 
position  to  them  the  correlative  principles  fairly 
deducible  from  the  practice  or  express  declara- 
tions of  the  president  or  his  friends. 

Doctrines  of  gen.  Har-  Doctrines  or  practice  of 
rison  laid  down  in  his  let-  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his 


ter  to  Sri.  Denny,  esq. 

1st.  The  executive 
should  disclaim  all  control 
over  the  public  moneys, 
except  under  strict  and 
precise  limitation  of  law. 


2nd.  He  should  never 
attempt  to  influence  elec- 
tions, nor  sulfer  the  federal 
officers  to  take  any  part  in 
them  farther  than  to  give 
their  own  votes. 

3J.  The  exercise  of  the 
veto  power  should  be  limit- 
ed to  cases  of  unconstitu- 
tionality, encroachment  on 
the  rights  of  the  states  and 
individuals,  or  cases,  in- 
volving deep  interests, 
where  there  may  appear 
to  have  been  inadvertence 
or  precipitation  in  the  ac- 
tion of  congress. 

4th.  Removals  from  of- 
fice should  not  be  arbitra- 
ry, but  for  cause  to  be 
stated  to  the  senate,  if  re- 
quested, at  the  time  of 
nominating  the  successor. 


5th.  The  president 
should  never  suffer  the  in- 
fluence ol  his  office  to  be 
used  for  purposes  of  a 
purely  party  character- 
iiih.  That  the  executive 
department  should  not  be 
made  the  source  of  legisla- 
tion, but  that  the  whole 
business  ol  making  law's, 
for  the  people  should  be 
left  to  the  iree  and  inde- 
pendent action  of  the  le- 
gislature. 


friends. 

1st.  The  executive 
should  have  the  custody 
and  control  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  be  at  liberty, 
moreover,  to  employ 
banks  at  its  discretion 
without  limitation  of  law. 
See  sub-treasury  scheme 
and  president’s  message 
to  congress  in  December, 
1833. 

2nd.  It  is  the  right  and 
duty  of  executive  office- 
holders to  intermeddle 
with  elections.  See  Mr. 
Wall’s  report,  countenanc- 
ed by  the  executive. 

3d.  The  veto  power  may 
be  exercised  by  the  presi- 
dent, being  a competent 
part  of  the  legislative  pow- 
er,’’ for  mere  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  measure. 
See  the  president’s  last 
message,  and  interpreta- 
tion of  it  in  the  Richmond 
Enquirer. 

4ih.  Public  officers, 
however  capable  and  faith- 
ful, may  be  removed,  and 
others,  however  faithless 
and  incompetent,  may  be 
retained,  at  the  mere  will 
of  the  president,  as  may 
best  serve  the  interests  of 
tire  party.  See  correspon- 
dence of  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  practice. of 
the  president. 

Sih.  “To  the  victor  be- 
long the  spoils  of  victory.” 
See  motto  of  gov.  Marcy 
illustrated  in  the  practice 
of  the  administration. 

6ih.  The  executive  prac- 
tically the  source  of  all  le- 
gislation under  the  new 
system  of  party  discipline 
which  requires  every  mem- 
ber of  the  party  to  support 
the  recommendations  of 
the  president,  right  or 
wrong.  See  modern  prac- 
tice of  party  discipline. 


All  the  above  republi- 
can maxims  are  laid  down 
in  the  letter  of  general 
Harrison  to  H.  Denny, 
esq. 

After  running  over  (bis  parallel  of  the  principles 
amldoclrines  of  the  two  candidates  for  the  presiden- 
cy, in  regard  to  the  fundamental  question  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  executive  department,  no 
one  can  hesitate  as  to  which  of  the  two  is  the  re- 
publican candidate.  But,  it  may  be  asked,  what 
guarantee  has  general  Harrison  to  offer  that  he 
would  faithfully  carry  out  the  principles  which  he 
has  so  properly  laid  down  as  the  guides  and  land 
marks  of  a republican  administration?  Besides  a 
character,  unstained  by  treachery  in  private  or  pub- 
lic life,  he  offers  a security  of  no  small  importance 
in  the  formal  and  public  declaration  that,  if  elect- 
ed, he  would,  under  no  circumstances  whatever, 
allow  himself  to  be  a candidate  for  re-election. — 
Coining  into  office  with  this  express  renunciation 
of  all  future  personal  aspirations,  he  could  have 
but  one  motive  to  actuate  him  in  the  discharge  of 
his  high  dulies — a patriotic  devotion  to  the  interests 
and  happiness  of  his  country,  and  a noble  ambition 
to  identify  his  name  with  the  permanence  of  her 
free  republican  institutions.  The  example  which 


general  Harrison  has  thus  set,  in  contributing  to  in- 
troduce a principle  to  which  our  wisest  statesmen 
have  attached  the  highest  importance,  constitutes 
of  itself  a strong  claim  to  the  support  of  a republi- 
can people.  It  is  known  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  at  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  pronounced  the  re- 
eligibility of  the  president  to  be  its  capital,  and  pos- 
sibly at  some  future  day,  its  fatal  defect.  How 
impressively  have  passing  events  added  their  testi- 
mony to  the  sagacity  and  wisdom  of  his  foresight! 
The  first  term  of  a presidency  has  now  come  to  be 
almost  wholly  devoted  to  securing  the  re-election  of 
the  incumbent,  by  party  combinations  and  arrange- 
ment, by  tire  surveillance  and  direction  of  popular 
elections;  by  turning  patronage  to  the  best  account, 
for  its  possessor,  and  by  all  the  other  resources  of 
party  tactics,  (even  to  the  unseemly  participation 
of  the  chief  magistrate  himself  in  the  eanvass),  to 
the  great  neglect  and  prejudice  of  the  national  in- 
terest. He  who  by  placing  himself  on  the  princi- 
ple of  a self-imposed  ineligibility  after  a single 
term  of  service  in  the  presidential  office,  shall  con- 
tribute to  make  it  henceforward  a partofthe  politi- 
cal usages  and  common  law  of  the  country,  will 
have  closed  tip  one  of  the  most  copious  sources  of 
existing  abuses,  and  have  earned  for  himself  a last- 
ing title  to  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
trymen. 

Regarding  general  Harrison,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  mentioned,  as  the  true  republican  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  two  now  presented  to  the 
choice  of  the  country,  I shall  unhesitatingly  give 
him  my  support.  I shall  do  so  with  the  more  cheer- 
fulness, because,  while  best  consulting  thereby,  as 
I honestly  believe,  those  great  republican  princi- 
ples which  I have  ever  considered  to  be  inseparably 
united  with  the  happiness  of  my  country,  I shall 
assist  to  confer  its  highest  meed  on  an  eminent  citi- 
zen who  has  rendered  it  the  most  signal  and  impor- 
tant services  at  a time,  when  to  serve,  meant  some- 
thing far  other  than  merely  to  receive  the  emolu- 
ments of  office — on  one  who,  having  successively 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Washington,  Jefferson 
and  Madison,  would  be  naturally  prompted  to  emu- 
late their  high  example;  who,  in  alt  the  various  and 
delicate  trusts  lie  has  held,  has  ever  shown  that  he 
preferred  his  country  to  himself,  and  has  retired 
from  them  all,  amid  the  numerous  and  alluring 
temptations  they  presented  to  private  gain,  with 
clean  hands  and  unsuspected  honor,  neither  guilty 
of  infidelity  himself,  nor  winking  at  it  in  others, 
and  who  now  in  the  honorable  retirement  of  pri- 
vate life,  combining  theennobling  pursuits  of  the 
agriculturist,  the  scholar  and  the  patriot-citizen,  is 
emphatically  one  of  the  people,  knowing  howto 
appreciate  their  interests,  as  well  as  to  maintain 
and  defend  their  rights.  I cannot  doubt  that  the 
principles  we  have  held  in  common,  will  have 
brought  us  to  a common  conclusion:  but  whether 
this  should  be  tile  case  or  not,  you  will,  I am  sure, 
do  me  justice  to  believe  that  in  forming  the  judg- 
ment I have  done,  upon  the  most  deliberate  and 
careful  reflection,  1 have  been  actuated  by  no  per- 
sonal feeling,  by  no  mere  party  views,  but  by  asin- 
cere  and  anxious  wish  for  the  liberty,  happiness 
and  honor  of  my  country.  I am  very  respectfully 
and  truly,  your  friend,  W.  C.  RIVES. 

To , esq. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  27.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
titions were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  nine  memorials  from  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  all  asking  that  a moderate  duty 
mayT  be  imposed  on  foreign  silk. 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  from  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking  the  aid  of  congress 
in  making  a settlement  in  Oregon  territory,  on 
Lewis  river,  by  making  such  grants  as  may  be 
deemed  proper. 

By  Mr.  Williams,  from  William  Blake,  asking 
to  bring  from  Canada,  free  of  duty,  a quantity  of 
shot,  or  sprue  iron,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  a com- 
munication. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  compromise  with  the  sureties  of  the  late 
collector  of  New  York,  Samuel  Swartwout. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  on  the 
subject  of  such  amendment  of  the  constitution  a3 
would  secure  a larger  specie  basis  for  the  currency 
was  taken  up,  and  after  being  debated  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Preston,  Buchanan,  Henderson,  Grundy, 
Davis,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  others,  it  was  adopted 
by  the  senate,  and  the  select  committee  consisting 
of  seven  was  appointed  by  the  chair,  viz:  Messrs. 
Buchanan,  Grundy , Crittenden,  Wright,  Davis,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  and  Henderson. 

The  report  of  Ihe  select  committee  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  Mr.  Benton  came  up  as  the  special  order; 


when  Mr.  Strange  addressed  the  senate  at  great 
length;  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Henderson  against 
the  report. 

Mr.  Grundy  said,  if  no  other  gentleman  desired 
to  speak,  he  would  move  an  adjournment,  and  make 
the  few  remarks  he  desired  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Talimadge  having  intimated  a desire  to  say 
something  on  the  subject. 

The  senate,  on  his  motion,  adjourned. 

February  28.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, covering  a report  in  compliance  with  a reso- 
lution of  the  3d  December,  1839,  asking  whether 
certain  government  drafts  had  been  paid  in  specie, 
8tc.  The  document  contains  letters  from  the  banks, 
numbered  from  one  to  twenty-two.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  and  he  printed. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Webster,  a large  bundle  of  petitions  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  Motion  to  receive  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  others,  remonstrating  against  the  use  of 
bloodhounds.  Mr.  W.  said  he  wished  to  hear  some- 
thing decisive  in  relation  to  this  matter  from  an  au- 
thentic source,  in  order  that  the  public  might  be 
disabused. 

Also,  others,  asking  the  influence  of  government 
in  bringing  about  a congress  of  nations  to  prevent 
the  horrors  of  war. 

Also,  from  the  manufacturers  of  umbrellas,  ask- 
ing that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on  the  foreign  ma- 
nufacture. 

Also,  seven  memorials,  very  numerously  signed 
by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  calling  the  attention 
of  congress  to  the  prostrate  state  of  the  American 
trade,  which  they  allege  is  owing  to  the  reduction 
of  the  tariff,  and  asking  that  it  maybe  placed  on 
the  same  footing  it  was  prior  to  the  compromise  act. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  heartily  concurred  with  the  memo- 
rialists in  their  views,  and  hoped  that  they  would 
be  considered. 

By  Mr.  Allen,  from  citizens  of  Washington  com- 
posing the  democratic  association  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  asking  a renewal  and  modification  of 
the  charter  of  said  city. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  seven  memorials  from  cilizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  asking  the  passage  by  congress  of 
a general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  asking  the  restoration  of  ihe  protective  sys- 
tem. 

By  Mr.  Mouton,  from  citizens  of  Louisiana,  ask- 
ing a repeal  of  t lie  naturalization  laws. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  for  the  organization  of  a com- 
pany of  sappers,  miners  and  pontoniers. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  resolution  of 
the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a national  foundry  within  that  state; 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs. 

Mr.  Wright  called  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  commerce  in  relation  to  the  memorial  ot  the 
Transatlantic  Steam  Navigation  company,  asking  a 
debenture  on  the  coal  used  in  the  homeward  voyage. 
After  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Wright, 
Tappan,  Betts  and  Buchanan,  the  report  was  passed 
over  informally,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was 
to  be  called  np  and  definitely  acted  on  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  senate. 

The  "report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  as- 
sumption of  state  debts  was  taken  up,  when  Mr. 
Talimadge  spoke  at  length  against  the  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

March  2.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  present- 
ed and  referred  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  from  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking 
congress  to  construct  a road  from  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio  to  the  valley  of  the  river. 

By  Mr.  Webster,  from  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  citizens  of  New  York,  asking  the  enactment  of 
a uniform  bankrupt  law.  On  presenting  this  me- 
morial, 

Mr.  Webster  said:  I will  take  this  occasion  to 
observe,  that  a misapprehension  appears  to  exist  as 
to  the  effect  of  one  of  the  provisions  suggested  by 
me.  I mean  that  provision  which  proposes  to 
withhold  a certificate  from  any  and  every  bankrupt 
who  shall,  with  Ihe  view  of  taking  the  benefit  of  ihe 
act,  make  preferences  among  his  creditors.  It 
seems  to  be  supposed  that  this  might  apply  to  those 
who  have  heretofore  made  such  preferences.  But 
this  is  not  the  case,  and  is  not  intended.  The  pre- 
ferences must  he  made  after  Ihe  passage  of  the  act. 
Up  to  this  time,  preferences  to  endorsers,  sureties, 
&.C.  have  been  every  where  made,  because  they 
have  been  lawful;  but  after  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
if  it  should  pass,  such  preferences  could  not  be 
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made  by  any  one  who  intended,  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing such  preferences,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act. 

My  wishes  embrace  two  great  objects. 

First.  To  clear  out  and  discharge  all  persons 
who  are  now'  insolvent,  upon  an  honest  and  fair  as- 
signment of  their  property,  be  it  little  or  great,  and 
not  looking  back  to  any  dispositions  or  transfers  of 
property  which  they  may  have  heretofore  made  by 
way  of  preference. 

Second.  To  have  such  a system  of  distribution 
for  tire  effects  of  such  persons  as  shall  hereafter 
become  insolvent,  as  shall  secure  a fair,  equal,  cheap 
and  speedy  division  among  their  creditors.  Let  by- 
gones be  bygones;  but  hereafter,  let  all  honest  cre- 
ditors stand  on  the  same  footing,  and  let  not  a man’s 
particular  friends  be  induced  to  hold  him  up,  and 
give  him  a false  credit,  after  he  shall  have  become 
insolvent  in  fact,  in  consequence  of  a secret  under- 
standing between  him  and  them  that  he  will,  at  all 
events,  secure  them. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun,  a memorial  in  relation  to  a uni- 
form bankrupt  law 

By  Mr.  Height,  from  the  board  of  underwriters 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  any  alteration 
in  the  laws  respecting  the  pilots  of  that  port.  And 
two  memorials  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  foar  memorials  remonstrating 
against  the  use  of  bloodhounds. 

By  Mr.  Allen , from  two  hundred  and  forty  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a general 
bankrupt  law.  And  from  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  citizens  of  the  same  state,  praying  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  may  be  extended  over  the 
territory  of  Oregon. 

By  Mr. Buchanan,  from  the  United  States  Insu- 
rance company  of  Pensylvania,  stating  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Hayti  had,  in  the  year  1811, sequester- 
ed property,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  American 
citizens,  and  asking  redress,  or  that  justice  may  be 
done  the  company.  And  several  in  relation  to 
bloodhounds. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  citizens  of  Illinois,  asking 
for  the  establishment  of  a post  route.  And  from 
citizens  of  a certain  portion  of  the  state,  asking  a 
donation  of  public  land  for  purposes  of  education. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  a memorial  of  the  legislature 
of  Mississippi,  asking  the  adjustment  of  claims  un- 
der the  Choctaw  treaty,  and  that  pre-emption  to 
lands  in  that  state  might  be  protected. 

Also,  from  the  same,  asking  for  the  establishment 
of  a national  hospital  at  Vicksburg. 

Also,  from  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  erection 
of  a light  house  at  Pass  Christian  and  Pass  Mary 
Ann. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
the  lives  of  passengers  travelling  in  boats  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committe  on  naval  affairs 
reported  a bill  explanatory  of  the  former  act  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  marine  corps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  thefollowing  bills  were 
taken  up,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next: 

The  bill  lor  the  collection  of  bank  notes  of  and 
under  the  denomination  of  $20  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  issuing  and  circulation  of 
bank  paper  in  the  Dictrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  submitted  the  following,  which  he 
would  desire  to  lay  on  the  table  for  the  present,  but 
would  take  occasion  to  call  up  at  an  early  day. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Statesof  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  president  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives  do  adjourn  their  respective  houses, 
sine  die,  on  Monday,  the day  of  May  next. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  had  offered  this  resolution 
on  his  own  reflection,  and  without  consultation  with 
any  one.  He  had  offerred  it  with  the  view  of  bring- 
ing it  before  the  consideration  of  congress,  and  he 
meant  to  follow  it  up  until  he  had  some  definite  ac- 
tion on  it.  Already  had  they  been  there  three 
months  in  session,  and  what  useful  law  had  been 
adopted?  If  Randolph  were  to  raise  from  the  dead, 
he  might  be  apt  to  charge  us  with  feeding  too  long 
at  the  public  crib.  Look  out  of  our  windows,  said 
Mr.  L.  and  see  nature  putting  forth  in  all  her  love- 
liness, and  inviting  us  to  be  engaged  in  useful  em- 
ployment. As  far  as  experience  had  gone,  he  had 
found  that  in  pioportion  as  our  sessions  were  pro- 
tracted, so,  in  a like  ratio,  had  the  public  business 
been  neglected.  He  thought,  if  more  attention 
were  paid  to  the  admonitions  of  Washington, 
Franklin  and  Jefferson,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
country.  This  resolution  was  not  the  ebullition  of 
an  idle  moment,  but  rather  the  conviction  that  it 
was  a matter  of  imperative  duly. 

Mr.  Webster  entirely  concurred  with  the  gentle- 
man  in  his  objects.  He  thought  with  the  senator 
that  nothing  was  more  to  be  deprecated  than  the 


long  sessions  of  congress  which  were  becoming  too 
much  in  vogue.  There  was  nothing  in  the  present 
state  of  the  public  business  that  required  a later 
session  than  that  contemplated  by  the  senator  from 
Georgia,  and  he  assured  him  that  he  would  go  with 
him  most  heartily  and  sincerely  in  bringing  it  to  a 
close  within  the  period  suggested. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  rose  to  thank  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  to  say  that  he  should  feel  bound  to 
act  on  this  measure  with  any  party  that  gave  it  the 
most  support. 

A debate  then  ensued  on  the  printing  of  a memo- 
rial containing  information  from  capt.  Partridge  in 
relation  to  the  militia,  plans  of  fortification,  See.  in 
which  Messrs.  Prentiss,  Pierce,  Tappan,  King, 
Phelps  and  others  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  on  the 
pension  roll  the  name  of  John  McClananan,  of  Mis- 
souri, who  served  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  when  gen.  St. 
Clair  was  defeated  by  the  Indians  in  the  northwest. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  commerce  in  re- 
lation to  allowing  a debenture  on  coal  to  the  Trans- 
atlantic Steam  Navigation  company. 

The  question  was  argued  by  Messrs.  Davis, 
Wright  and  others,  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  by 
Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clayton  and  Bells,  against  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  made  a motion  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table;  on  which  question  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  asked,  when  there  appeared  for  it 
26,  against  it  16,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Betts,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan.Clay,  (of  Alabama),  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dix- 
on, Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Knight,  Linn,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Phelps,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith, 
(of  Indiana),  Spence,  Sturgeon,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liams— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rugtdes,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Webster, 
Wright.— 16. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  3.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  present- 
ed and  referred  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  a memorial  from  the  legislature 
of  Michigan,  asking  for  the  survey  of  a rail  road 
route  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi  river; 
and  asking,  also,  a grant  of  land  along  the  line  of 
said  route. 

Also,  from  the  same,  asking  for  the  erection  of  a 
lighthouse  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair. 

Also,  from  the  legislative  council  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  a survey  for  a rail  road  from  Platte vi lie 
to  the  Mississippi  tiver,  and  for  a grant  of  land 
along  said  route. 

By  Mr.  Southard,  a memorial  praying  congress 
to  enact  a general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  oti  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Eagle 
rail  road  and  Lumber  company,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  to  renew  and  continue  the  office  of 
commissioner  of  pensions  was  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  with  an  amendment,  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  commissioner  from  3,000 
to  2,500  dollars. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  that  the  senate  concur  in 
the  amendment  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Southard  hoped  that  the  amendment  would 
not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  that  if  the  bill  were  not  passed 
this  evening,  the  office  would  expire  by  limitation, 
and  the  secretary  of  war,  had  informed  him  that  he 
would  feel  compelled  to  issue  an  order  to  close  the 
office. 

Mr.  Wright  hoped  the  bill  would  be  disposed  of 
this  evening. 

Mr.  Southard  intimating  that  the  bill  must  be  de- 
bated, it  was  not  further  acted  on. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Alabama  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  ad- 
mission into  the  union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making 
of  a road  or  roads  leading  to  said  stale,  was  taken 
up,  and,  after  being  discussed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  ol 
Alabama,  White,  Norvell,  King,  Hubbard  and  others, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  further  discussion 
was  postponed  untii  to  morrow,  in  order  to  take  up 
the  special  order,  (the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  assumption  of  state  debts). 

Mr.  Fulton  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Webster,  who  made  some  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  of  a prior  date,  to 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  replied.  Mr.  Buchanan  then 
made  some  remarks,  denying  the  inferences  drawn 
from  bis  speech  by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Davis).  Mr.  Davis  replied  at  length,  and 
' then  the  senate  adjourned. 


March  4.  During  the  morning  hour  a number  of 
memorials  were  presented  remonstrating  against  the 
employment  of  bloodhounds  in  Florida.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a petition  for  prohibit- 
ing the  use  oi  ardent  spirits  in  the  army  and  navy 
and  in  the  capitol!  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  offered  a declaratory  resolution,  in 
regard  to  the  obligations  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
designed  to  have  particular  reference  to  the  case  of 
the  brig  Enterprise,  driven  by  stress  of  weather  in- 
to Bermuda.  Laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  for  the  further  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors.  It  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  the  continuance  of  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  pensions  was  next  taken  up;  and  the 
question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  commissioner  from  $3,000 
to  $2,500  per  annum,  gave  rise  to  some  discussion, 
in  which  the  motion  was  supported  and  opposed  by 
senators  on  both  sides,  without  distinction  of  part}'. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  hoped  the  senate  would  not 
concur  in  the  amendment.  He  wished  the  bill 
amended  in  a particular  point  which  could  not  be 
reached  except  by  sending  the  bill  back  to  the 
house.  He  also  thought  the  salary  of  $3,000  a 
year  but  a fair  compensation  for  the  services  of  the 
officer. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  thought  fit,  on  this  ac- 
count to  charge  Mr.  Preslon  with  inconsistency,  as 
he  professed  to  be  a friend  of  retrenchment  and 
economy.  ' 

Mr.  Preslon  replied  with  great  animation  and 
force,  repelling  the  imputations  of  inconsistency, 
and  declaring  that  bis  principles  of  retrenchment 
would  lead  him  to  the  support  of  great  measures  of 
economy,  not  to  the  paltry  reduction  of  the  salary 
of  a meritorious  officer  distinguished  for  his  faith- 
fulness  and  industry. 

The  result  was,  that  the  senate  concurred  in  The 
amendment;  and  the  bill,  therefore,  having  passed 
both  houses,  only  requires  Ihe  sanction  of  the  pre- 
sident, in  order  to  become  a law. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  and  resolutions  of  the  special  committee  ou 
the  subject  of  state  debts. 

Mr.  Grundy  made  a long  and  elaborate  speech  in 
defence  of  the  report.  He  complained  of  the  mis- 
representations and  denunciations  with  which  he 
bad  been  assailed  by  flic  opposition  senators  and  by 
letter-writers.  And,  after  speaking  until  near  four 
o'clock,  gave  way,  without  concluding,  to  a mo- 
tion for  going  into  the  consideiation  of  executive 
business. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  27.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  the  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness to  be  the  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  committee  of 
elections,  together  with  the  amendments  pending 
thereto,  [as  given  hereafter.] 

Mr.  Crabb,  (who  held  the  door  from  yesterday), 
being  about  to  resume  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  asked  the  gentleman  to  yield 
fora  moment,  to  enable  him  to  make  a report  from 
the  select  committee  on  t lie  Smithsonian  bequest. 

Mr.  Crabb  expressed  himself  willing  to  yield  the 
floor,  provided  the  house  would  receive  the  report 
by  universal  consent;  but  said  he  could  not  yield  it, 
if  an  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Turney  rose  and  objected. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  asked  Mr.  Crabb  to  yield, 
the  floor,  to  enable  him  to  lay  before  the  house,  (as 
the  reporter  understood,  though  he  could  not  dis- 
tinctly hear,  owing  to  the  confusion),  an  executive 
communication  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  mi  ans 
on  the  subject  of  a bill  now  pending  before  the 
house,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  action  thereon. 

Several  objections  were  made. 

Mr.  Granger  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  hono- 
rable chairman  of  the  committee  of  w ays  and  means, 
(Mr.  Jones),  had  not  himself  voted,  the  day  before 
yesterday,  to  lay  every  thing  aside,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  contested 
eleclion? 

The  speaker.  Gentlemen  are  not  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Crabb),  is  entitled 
to  the  floor,  and  will  proceed  in  ins  remarks. 

The  resolution  which  had  originally  been  moved 
by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
was  in  the  following  words: 

'''Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  he  au- 
thorised to  have  such  papers  printed,  under  its  direc- 
tion, as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  facilitate  ils  in- 
vestigation into  the  subjects  referred  to  its  considera- 
tion.” 

To  w hich  resolution,  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  hereto- 
fore offered  the  following  modified  amendment: 
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“To  report  to  this  house  such  papers  and  such  of 
their  proceedings  as  they  may  desire  to  have  printed 
by  order  of  the  house;  and  that  they  be  instructed 
also  to  report  forthwith  which  five  of  the  ten  individu- 
als claiming  seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole 
state  for  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  at  the  election  of  1838  in  said  state,  with  all  the 
evidence  of  that  fact  in  their  possession:  Provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  or  delay  the  action  of  said  committee-in  taking 
testimony,  and  deciding  the  said  case  upon  the  merits 
of  the  election  ” 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Fillmore  heretofore 
moved  the  following  modified  amendment: 

“Strike  out  the  word  ‘forthwith,’  and  insert  after  the 
words  ‘greatest  number  of,’  and  before  the  word  ‘votes,’ 
the  word  ‘lawful:’  so  as  to  read  ‘and  that  they  be  in- 
structed also  to  report  which  five  of  the  ten  individuals 
claiming  seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  received 
the  greatest  number  of  lawful  votes.’  ” 

Mr.  Crabb  then  resumed  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  and 
bad  not  concluded,  when,  the  morning  hour  having 
elapsed— 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  inquired  of  the  chair  what  the 
orders  of  the  day  were? 

The  speaker  replied  they  were  the  senate  bills  on 
the  speaker’s  table. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  after 
those  bills  were  disposed  of,  the  bill  providing  for 
the  reappointment  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions 
would  not  come  up  next  in  order? 

The  speaker  said  it  would. 

Mr.  Bond  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  bill 
from  the  senate,  commonly  known  as  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill,  had  yet  been  referred? 

The  speaker  said  no;  the  bill  was  on  the  speaker’3 
table. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  molion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tenn.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were  yeas  80,  nays  97.  So  the  call  was  refused. 

Anti  the  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
the  motion  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  oiders  of 
the  day,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  95, 
nays  103. 

So  the  house  refused  to  pass  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Anil  the  resolution  and  amendments  in  relation  to 
the  New  Jersey  contested  election  thus  remaining 
before  the  house — 

Mr.  Crabb  then  resumed  the  floor  and  continued 
his  remarks,  which  had  been  interrupted  bv  the  ad- 
journment yesterday.  He  continued  to  address  the 
house  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  requiring  an  immediate  report 
from  the  committee  of  elections,  until  four  o’clock, 
when  a number  of  gentlemen  rose  at  once  for  the 
floor,  but  it  was  obtained  by 

Mr.  Medill,  of  Ohio,  who,  however,  yielded  to  a 
motion  for  adjournment,  which  was  decided  in  tile 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  104,  nays  83. 
So  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  28.  Mr.  Jones  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  in  order  to  introduce  a resolution,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  reported  by  him  in  relation 
to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow  at  one  o’clock,  and 
at  the  same  hour  every  day  thereafter  until  it  should 
have  been  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  a call  of  (he  house. 

Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  62, 
nays  95.  So  the  house  refused  to  order  a call. 

Mr.  Jones  then  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to 
exclude  from  its  effect  Monday  in  every  week. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  suspending  the 
rule,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  1 () 2 , nays  86. 

There  not  being  two-thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Medill,  of  Ohio,  who  had  the  floor  from  yes- 
terday, then  addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  to  a re- 
solution previously  moved  by  Mr.  Campbell,  chair- 
man ofthe  committee  of  elections;  anti  continued  to 
speak  till  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  several  private  bills  from  the  senate  were  read 
twice  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

The  private  bills  and  business  before  Ihe  house 
having  been  disposed  of,  the  chair  stated  that  doubt; 
had  arisen,  in  his  mind,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  the  business. 

The  morning  hour  for  reports  had  expired;  the 
rule  in  relation  to  private  business  had  been  satis- 
fied; and  the  rules  did  not  specify  whether  any  or 
what  class  of  public  business  was  now  in  order. — 
This,  then,  being  a new  case,  not  satisfactorily 


provided  for  by  the  rules,  or  by  decisions  under 
them,  the  chair  submitted  it  to  the  house  whether 
it  was  not  now  competent  for  a majority  of  that 
body  to  determine  the  business  to  which  it  would 
proceed — as  it  could  not  have  been  designed  by  the 
rules  to  place  the  house  in  a position  in  which 
two-thirds  were  necessary  to  do  any  thing  but  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  that  Mr.  Medill  have 
liberty  to  resume  his  speech  and  proceed. 

The  question  of  order  submitted  by  the  chair  was 
then  debated  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Holleman , Cave 
Johnson , Pitrikin  and  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Rusell  made  an  appeal  to  the  house  on  the 
subject  of  the  great  number  of  private  claims  that 
were  before  the  committees,  and  of  the  injustice 
that  was  done  to  the  claimants  by  the  continued 
procrastination  of  any  action  upon  them.  He  hop- 
ed that  such  a construc  tion  would  be  given  to  the 
rules  as  would  enable  the  committees  having  charge 
of  these  claims  now  to  make  reports. 

And  Mr.  R.  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a resolution 
embracing  that  obiect,  which,  however,  the  cbaii 
decitled  to  be  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  suggested  that  the  speaker  had 
submitted  a proposition  which  was  not  in  order. 
The  speaker  had  a right  to  decide  what  the  order 
of  business  was,  and  any  member  feeling  dissatis- 
fied with  that  decision  had  a right  to  appeal.  But 
Mr.  G.  knew  of  no  rule  which  authorised  the 
speaker  to  present  a resolution  for  the  decision  of 
the  house,  and  he  objected  thereto. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  Garland)  was  wrong.  The  speaker  of  the 
last  congress  had  submitted  a quesiion  in  this  man- 
ner to  the  judgment  ofthe  house. 

Mr.  Garland  took  an  appeal;  which,  however, 
was  not  pressed. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  foi 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  (under  the  interrogatory 
submitted  by  the  chair  and  given  above),  which 
was — 

“Is  it  competent  for  a majority  of  the  house  to 
determine  to  what  business  it  will  proceed?” 

Was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
yeas  107,  nays  66. 

So  it  was  decided  that  it  was  competent  for  a 
majority  of  the  house  to  determine  to  what  busi- 
ness it  would  proceed. 

Mr.  Craig  then  moved  that  the  house  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  pending  resolution  and 
amendments  in  relation  lo  tiie  New  Jersey  election. 

Mr.  Briggs  rose  to  move  an  amendment  to  that 
motion. 

A scene  followed  cf  great  confusion  and  uproar. 
Various  motions  were  submitted  at  one  time — ques- 
tions of  order  raised,  &c.  which  resulted  in  a mo- 
tion by 

Mr.  Briggs  to  amend  the  molion  of  Mr.  Craig  by 
striking  out  all  alter  the  words  “proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of,”  and  inserting  the  words  “the  bill  to 
continue  the  office  of  commissioner  of  pensions.” 
Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  previous  question. 
And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  amend- 
ment, was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  83,  nays  102. 

So  the  amendment  wa9  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred,  and  was  taken  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Craig,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  without  a division. 

So  the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution and  pending  amendments  in  relation  to  the 
New  Jersey  election. 

Mr.  Medill  continued  his  remarks,  and  concluded 
at  half  past  5 o’clock. 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Brown,  of  Ten. 
who,  after  a few  preliminary  remarks  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  aolion  and  the  requisitions  of  the  public 
business,  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  a call  of  Ihe  house. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
72,  nays  93.  So  the  call  was  refused. 

Mr.  Monroe  moved  an  adjournment,  but  with- 
drew the  motion;  when 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table,  and  askpd  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  87,  nays  101.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  rejected. 


And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  question  being  first  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cave 
Johnson. 

Mr.  Fillmore  finally  modified  the  same  so  as  sim- 
ply to  insert  the  word  “lawful”  before  the  word 
“votes.” 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood — 
Yeas  96,  nays  96 — (a  tie.) 

And  the  speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
vote  stood  yeas  97,  nays  96.  So  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  A motion  was 
here  made  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  anti  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were  yeas  8,  nays  167.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjourn. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  inquired  ofthe  chair  whether, 
if  the  amendment  was  rejected,  the  question  would 
not  then  be  on  the  original  resolution,  as  reported 
from  the  committee  of  elections? 

The  speaker  replied  affirmatively. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows:  Yeas  103,  nays  90.  So  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  as 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  were,  by  general  con- 
sent, dispensed  with. 

And  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  which  motion, 
by  yeas  62,  nays  93,  was  rejected. 

And,  at  a little  before  8 o’clock,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  Feb.  29.  The  journal  having  been 
read — 

The  speaker,  for  the  first  time  during  the  exist- 
ence of  Ihe  26th  congress,  proceeded  to  call  the 
committees  for  reports,  and  the  tollowiug  reports 
were  made,  viz: 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  military  academy  for  the  year  1840; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  with  an  amendment,  the  senate  bill  “to 
cancel  the  bonds  given  to  secure  duties  upon  ves- 
sels and  their  cargoes  employed  in  the  whale  fishe- 
ry, and  to  make  registers  lawful  papers  for  such  ves- 
sels,” and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Curtis  gave  notice  that  he  would,  when  in  or- 
der lo  do  so,  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
establish  a system  of  uniform  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Habersham,  from  the  same  committee  re- 
ported a bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to 
remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods  destroyed  by 
fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  December,  1835,  passed  July  7,  1838; 

A number  of  reports  on  private  claims,  were 
made  from  various  committees,  and  appropriately 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  Habersham,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  that  the  map  of  the  southern  coast,  from 
Tybee  island  to  Hunting  island,  including  a chart  of 
the  mouth  of  Savannah  river,  which  was  made  upon 
the  survey  of  Charles  Wilkes,  of  the  United  otates 
navy,  he  primed,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee 
on  commerce;  and  that  five  thousand  copies  be  pub- 
fished,  one  hundred  of  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the 

navy  department  for  the  use  of  the  navy.  _ 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  an  amendment,  to  insert  in 
the  resolution,  after  the  word  “printed,”  the  words 
“by  the  printers  to  the  house.” 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Cliff 
ford,  Curtis,  Evans  and  Habersham,  Mr.  Albert 
Smith  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Cave  John- 
son moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment  on 
the  table. 

[A  voice,  “and  the  bloodhounds  with  them,  1 
hope.] 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  order- 
ed, and  being  taken  were — yeas  69,  nays  96. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment 
on  the  table  was  negatived. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  Mr.  Habersham  appealed  to 
Mr.  Smith  to  withdraw  the  demand,  in  order  that  he 
(Mr.  H.)  might  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Smith  declining  to  withdraw  his  motion,  the 
question  was  put,  and  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  was  not  seconded,  the  vote  being  ayes 
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67,  noes  70.  So  there  was  no  “second”  to  the  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  indicating  his  intention  to 
move  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  consideration  ol 
the  bill  continuing  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
pensions — 

The  speaker  said  that  the  hour  had  elapsed,  and 
thereupon  announced  the  private  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  that  the  house  proceed 
with  the  reports  of  committees. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  require  a vote  of  two- 
thirds. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  there 
were  any  private  bills  before  the  house? 

The  speaker  said  yes,  there  were  some  that 
had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  to- 
day. 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules 
to  proceed  with  the  reception  of  reports  from  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Hoffman  called  for  tellers,  and  they  were  ap- 
pointed; and  the  vote  having  been  taken,  (Messrs. 
Hoffman  and  Ramsey  acting  as  tellers),  stood — 
ayes  83,  noes  59,  (not  two-thirds  in  the  affirtn- 
tive). 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  to  enable  the 
house  to  proceed  to-day  with  the  reception  of  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  New  York,  wished  to  offer  a re- 
solution. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  oiler  the  resolution,  (concern- 
ing S.  D.  Langtree’s  contract  for  stationary),  which 
was  read  by  the  clerk. 

The  yeas  and  nays  upon  suspending  the  rules  be- 
ing demanded,  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted 
as  follows;  Yeas  88,  nays  79. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  (two- 
thirds  being  required  to  carry  such  a motion). 

Mr.  Jones  thereupon  moved  that  the  house  re- 
sume ttie  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  senate 
continuing  the  office  of  commissioner  of  pensions, 
and  transferring  the  navy  pension  business  to  that 
office. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were — yeas 
131,  nays  31. 

So  the  house  resolved  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor;  his  speech  on  a former  day  having  been  cut 
off  by  the  adjournment,  resumed  his  argument  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  formerly  offered  by  Mr. 
Proffit,  of  Indiana.  But,  previously  to  doing  so, 
moved  an  amendment  thereto,  w hich  Mr.  P.  said  he 
was  willing  to  accept  as  a modification. 

[The  amendment  proposes  a general  reduction 
of  salaries  on  a graduated  scale,  commencing  with 
10  per  cent,  on  the  smallest  salaries,  and  rising 
gradually  to  23  per  cent,  on  those  of  #3, 000  and  up- 
wards.] 

The  chair  pronounced  the  amendment  not  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Davis  took  an  appeal  from  The  decision, 
but  it  was  sustained  by  a large  majority  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  D.  thereupon  resumed  his  speech,  in  which, 
after  quoting  the  compensations  allowed  to  various 
public  officers  in  the  states,  he  argued  that  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions  was  no  more  than  just.  From  which 
he  proceeded  to  a contemplation  of  the  fiscal  con 
dition  of  the  country,  and  went  in  advance  into  a 
discussion  of  the  sub-treasury  bill  and  its  effects, 
quoting  and  replying  to  the  argument  in  its  behalf 
made  by  Mr.  Buchanan  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Pelrilcin  caKed  him  to  order  on  this  ground, 
but  the  chair  decided  that  a question  of  salary  open- 
ed the  whole  subject,  and  Mr.  D.  was  suffered  to 
proceed.  He  continued  to  speak  about  an  hour, 
when  he  yielded  to  a motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  house  adjurned. 

Monday,  March  2.  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  asked 
leave  to  report  from  the  committee  on  ttie  printing 
of  the  house  which  being  granted  by  consent,  he 
made,  by  order  of  ttie  committee,  a motion,  that  it 
have  the  time  for  its  report  postponed  till  the  16th 
of  the  present  month. 

A conversation  arose  in  which  Messrs.  Davis, 
Graves,  R.  Garland,  \V.  C.  Johnson,  Cooper,  of 
Georgia,  and  Evans  took  part,  as  to  the  reason  for 
this  request,  which  Mr.  D.  stated  to  be  the  absence 
of  the  chairman  (Mr.  Black),  who,  however,  was 
expected  back  in  a few  days.  It  further  appeared 
that  ttie  committee  were  divided  in  opinion,  (in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman ),  and  the  chairman  had 
expressed  a wish  that  Ihey  should  not  come  to  any 
final  action  till  he  returned. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  substituting  the  10th  tor  the  16th,  but  the 
amendment  did  not  prevail,  and  the  request  of  tiie 
committee  was  agreed  to. 


The  chair  now  proclaimed  that  the  question  be- 
fore the  house  w'as  on  the  instructions  proposed  to 
be  given  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  in 
reference  to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  that  Mr. 
Bell  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Lincoln  remonstrated,  and  very  respectfully 
suggested  to  the  chair  that,  according  to  an  express 
rule  of  the  house,  this  day  was  set  apart  lor  the  re- 
ception of  petitions,  and  that  no  subject  lying  over 
from  a previous  day  could  be  taken  up  except  by 
express  order  of  the  house. 

The  chair  decided  that,  inasmuch  as  the  subject 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  which  came  up  on  a peti- 
tion, had,  by  order  of  the  house,  been  taken  up  on 
the  last  petition  day  and  debated,  and  the  debate 
had  not  been  concluded,  that  subject  came  up  this 
day  as  the  unfinished  business. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Lincoln  took  an  appeal, 
which  he  argued  with  much  earnestness,  insisting 
on  the  injustice  of  suffering  one  petition,  which 
caused  debate,  shutting  out  all  the  other  petitioners 
of  the  union  from  having  their  petitions  considered, 
as  long  as  gentlemen  chose  to  protract  that  debate, 
which  might  be  till  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Adams  opposed  the  decision  of  the  chair  on 
the  ground  that  an  amendment  had  been  made  to 
the  rules  on  his  own  motion,  expressly  to  prevent 
such  result  as  that  for  which  the  chair  contended. 

Messrs.  Graves  and  Briggs  made  some  remarks 
on  the  point  of  order.  When 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  house,  put,  and 
carried.  And  the  main  question  being  “shall  the 
decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  this 
house?”  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows; 
yeas  120,  nays  61. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Bell  now  took  the  floor,  but,  before  proceed- 
ing in  his  speech,  expressed  his  willingness  to 
waive  his  privilege  for  the  present  if  the  w hole  sub- 
ject could  be  postponed  to  a day  certain. 

[Cries  of  “no,  no” — “no  postponement” — “go 
on” — “go  on.”] 

Mr.  Bell  conceiving  it  be  the  general  wish  of  the 
house  that  he  should  now  proceed,  went  at  large 
into  a speech  in  which  he  discussed  the  conduct  of 
the  executive  department  in  relation  to  the  appro- 
priation for  this  road,  and  contended  that  it  furnish- 
ed no  pledge  to  the  south  that  the  president  was  op- 
posed, on  principle,  to  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, nor  to  the  north  that  he  was  in  favor  of  them. 
He  characterized  the  management  adopted  as  a des- 
picable juggle,  which  ought  to  receive  the  counte- 
nance of  no  honorable  man. 

Mr.  B.  continued  to  address  the  house  till  four 
o’clock,  when — 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to 

Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  who  proposed,  he  said,  to 
make  a very  short  speech.  And,  in  the  first  place, 
he  would  modify  his  amendment. 

[Mr.  C.  here  modified  his  instructions  so  as  to 
leave  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the  year 
1840  discretionary  with  the  committee,  instead  of 
being  specific,  as  in  the  original  instructions.] 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  say  that  he  probably  owed 
an  apology  to  the  house  and  to  his  constituents  for 
having  otfered  to  instruct  the  committee  at  all;  but 
he  had  done  so  because  he  was  sure  that,  without 
instructions,  the  committee  never  would  have  made 
any  report  on  the  subject. 

And  now,  to  make  way  for  the  reception  of  peti- 
tions, wtiich  were  blocked  by  this  memorial  and 
the  instructions  moved  thereto,  knowing  that  there 
were  a great  number  of  gentlemen,  as  well  as  him- 
self, who  were  anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
present  petitions,  and  as  the  debate  had  already  ta 
ken  a wide  range,  and  had  occupied  the  house,  at 
intervals,  for  a space  of  time  approaching  to  a 
month,  on  a point  which  he  had  supposed  might 
have  been  disposed  of  in  half  an  hour,  he  would 
move  the  previous  question. 

[Loud  cries  of  “no,  no.”] 

Mr.  Casey  Let  ns  try  it  at  all  event. 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  a cal!  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Coles  moved  an  adjournment;  which  motion 
prevailing,  by  86  ayes  against  57  noes. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  3 Mr.  Russell  asked  leave,  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Everett,  (detained  from  the  house  by 
indisposition),  to  present  and  have  referred  certain 
memorials. 

Objection  was  made. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour 
was  the  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  Ha- 
bersham, from  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Which  said  resolution  Mr.  Clifford  had  hereto- 
fore moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word 
“printed.”  the  words  “by  the  printers  to  the  house  ” 

Mr.  Clifford  now  modified  his  amendment  to 
read  as  follows: 


“Strike  out  all  after  the  word  ‘resolved,’  and  insert, 
that  tiie  map  of  the  southern  coast,  from  Tybee  island 
to  Hunting  island,  including  a chart  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Savannah  river,  which  was  made  upon  the  survey 
of  Charles  Willies,  of  the  United  States  navy.be  litho- 
eraphed,  by  the  order  of  this  house,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  topographical  bureau,  and  that  four 
thousand  copies  be  published,  two  hundred  of  which 
shall  lie  deposited  in  the  navy  department  for  the  use 
of  the  navy,  and  two  hundred  in  the  library  of  con- 
gress for  safe  keeping.’’ 

Mr.  Habersham  supported  the  resolution  in  re- 
marks of  some  length,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
referred  to  the  course  of  previous  congresses  in  au- 
thorising the  publication  of  these  maps;  and,  in 
reply  to  some  remarks  made  on  a former  occasion 
by  Mr.  Albert  Smith,  went  into  some  statistical 
facts  in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  Savannah,  as 
compared  with  that  of  Portland,  in  Maine. 

Mr.  Curtis  said  he  was  aware  how  precious  the 
time  of  the  house  was,  especially  in  the  morning 
hour,  when  the  committees  were  waiting  to  make 
their  reports,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  whole 
of  the  morning  hour  of  this  day  ought  not  to  be 
expended  in  this  discussion,  as  he  perceived  it 
would  be,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Clif- 
ford) persisted  in  the  amendment  he  had  proposed. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  withdraw  his 
amendment,  he  might,  with  his  (Mr.  C’s)  appro- 
bation, change  the  original  resolution  so  as  that  tile 
map  should  be  printed  or  published  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  clerk  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Clifford,  consenting,  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, and  the  resolution  was  modified  in  the  man- 
ner specified. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  as 
modified— 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  the  previous  question;  but,  on 
the  urgent  request  of  Mr.  A.  Smith,  and  on  his 
pledging  to  renew  it,  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  SmiUi  then  replied  briefly  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Habersham , and  called  upon  all  those  w ho 
were  true  advocates  of  retrenchment  to  go  with 
him  in  cutting  down  all  unnecessary  expenditures, 
of  which  he  believed  this  to  be  a part. 

Mr.  S.  renewed  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Curtis  asked  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  it 
to  enable  him  to  make  a single  remark. 

[The  cries  of  “no,  no,”  “question,”  were  here 
very  loud,  and  Mr.  Curtis,  in  the  midst  of  them, 
made  an  explanation,  consisting  of  a single  sen- 
tence, w’hich  the  reporter  could  not  hear  with  suf- 
ficient distinctness  to  report  it  correctly.] 

And  the  question  being  takpn,  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Anderson  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution as  modified),  which  were  ordered,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  were  yeas  84,  nays  95.  So  the  resolu- 
tion was  rejected. 

Several  reports  from  committees  were  then  prp- 
sented. 

The  hour  having  elasped,  the  house,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  passed  to  the  orders  of 
the  day,  to  wit:  the  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s 
table. 

And  the  senate  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  Red  liver  raft  (to  which  certain  instructions 
had  heretofore  been  moved  by  Mr.  Biddle)  coming 
up,  and  Mr.  Beatty,  of  Pennsylvania,  being  enti- 
tled to  the  floor — 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  (hat,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Beatty),  he  would  ask  the  house  now  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  pensions. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  objected. 

Mr.  Jones  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  the  following 
communication  from  the  war  department,  which 
was  read  for  information: 

March  4,  1S40. 

Public  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  office  of 
commissioner  of  pensions  is  closed  from  this  date, 
the  law  which  constituted  it  having  expired  by  its 
own  limitation. 

War  department,  March  3,  IS40. 

My  de  \p.  sip.:  This  notice  must  he  given  to  the 
public  to  morrow,  if  there  be  no  action  on  the  bill 
before  your  house  to  day.  The  inconvenience  and 
suffering  to  the  pensioners  and  claimants  will  be 
great  indeed,  but  the  executive  has  done  every 
thing  in  its  power  to  avert  the  evil.  I am,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Jones,  chairman  of  com.  ways  and 
means,  house  of  reps. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  he  could  also  state,  on  the 
authority  of  the  secretary  of  war,  that  unless  the 
j bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Red  river  ratt 
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was  passed,  the  sum  of  forty- five  thousand  dollars 
would  be  lost  to  the  government  in  a month. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  which 
motion  prevailed,  two-thirds  having  voted  therefor. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  ot  the 
bill  to  continue  the  office  of  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions until  the  4th  of  March,  1S42. 

The  pending  questions  being  on  the  motion 
heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Proffil,  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  the  commissioner  from  $3,000  to  $2,500; 

Mr  G.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  who  held  the  floor 
from  Saturday  last,  said  he  had  no  particular  de- 
sire to  continue  his  remarks  at  this  time,  and  that, 
as®the  exigency  of  the  case  seemed  to  be  pressing, 
he  would  waive  his  right  to  proceed,  and  would 
move  the  previous  question.  And  there  was  a 
second.  The  main  queslion  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  was  then  taken,  (by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  heretofore  ordered),  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative;  yeas  89,  nays  85— so  the  amend- 
' ment  was  adopted.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  at  tins  time. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  final  passage — 

Mr.  Proffil  asked  some  gentleman  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter  than  himself,  to  give  him 
some  information  as  to  what  was  the  object  of  trans- 
ferring the  duties  which  formerly  devolved  on  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions, as  was  done  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Starkweather  rose  to  move  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  just  taken  on  the  amendment. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  would  then  have 
to  move  two  reconsiderations:  first,  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a third  reading; 
and,  secondly,  of  the  vote  by  which  the  amend- 
ment had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Starkweather  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a third  read- 
iug. 

Some  conversation  here  ensued  between  Messrs. 
Adams,  Starkweather  and  the  speaker  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  question  was  again  to  be  got  at — of 
which,  however,  the  reporter  could  scarccdy  hear  a 
word.  It  resulted  in  the  withdrawal,  by  Mr. 
Starkweather,  of  the  motion  he  had  submitted. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  that,  if  in  order,  he  would  now 
move  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
striking  out  the  4th  section.  That  section  provided 
that  the  naval  pension  fund  which  had  always  been 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
should  now  be  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the 
aiI-ent — Mr.  Edwards.  In  the  first  place,  that  pen- 
sum  fund  did  not  come  out  of  the  ordinary  resources 
of  the  government.  It  had  been  created  by  the 
gallantry  of  the  navy  in  the  war  of  1812,  T3and  T4; 
and  they  had  always  looked  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  as’ their  trustee  to  fulfil  the  objects  for  which 
the  fund  had  been  created.  If  the  4th  section 
should  now  be  struck  out,  there  was  another  bill 
coming  from  the  senate  which  had  especial  refer- 
ence to  the  naval  pension  fund  of  the  United  States; 
and  when  this  bill  came  up,  there  would  be  time  to 
discuss  its  provisions,  and  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fund  should 
hereafter  be  managed,  as  might  be  thought  advisa- 
ble. This  was  the  only  motive  which  he  now  had 
in  moving  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
striking  out  the  4th  section.  It  might  give  much 
dissatisfaction  to  the  officers  of  the  navy  that  the 
guardian  to  whom  they  had  a right  to  look  should 
be  released  from  all  responsibility — that  the  fund 
should  be  mingled  up  with  the  other  funds  of  the 
government,  and  to  be  accounted  for,  not  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  but  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  Jones,  ol  Virginia,  would  give  a brief  expla- 
nation in  regard  to  this  proposition.  He  was  de- 
sirous to  have  done  so  before,  and  would  have 
done  so  had  it  not  been  for  the  necessity  which  ex- 
isted that  the  bill  should  be  acted  upon  without  de- 
lay. It  was  true  that  a portion  of  this  fund  had 
been  created  under  the  enactment  of  congress,  and 
consisted  of  prize-money  taken  in  the  war  of  1812, 
T3  and  14,  and  which  was  set  apart  for  this  pur- 
pose. Another  portion,  called  the  naval  hospital 
fund,  consisted  of  a portion  of  the  wages  of  officers 
and  seamen  belonging  to  the  navy.  This  fund, 
heretofore,  had  be’eu  under  theriirection  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  but,  owing  to  a communication 
from  that  officer  himself,  (Mr.  J.  supposed),  the 
matter  was  taken  up  in  another  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  this  section  of  the  bill  was  incorporated 
into  it.  [M.  J.  here  read  an  extract  from  the  re- 
port of  the  department,  to  show  that  the  section 
had  been  introduced  at  the  instance  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  himself.]  The  labor  imposed  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  was  so  great  that  he  could 


not  discharge  the  duties,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  they  must,  of  necessity,  be  devolved  upon  a 
subordinate  clerk.  In  the  present  case,  the  propo- 
sition was  to  put  the  fund  in  charge  of  the  com- 
missioner of  pensions,  where  there  would  be  a suf- 
ficient responsibility;  and,  although  it  would  not 
be  direct  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  yet  it  would 
be  direct  to  an  officer  of  equal  grade  with  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy.  The  fund  would  be  in  the 
charge  of  a naval  officer  who  had  performed  faith- 
ful public  service,  and  there  would  be  more  respon- 
sibility, and  a prospect  of  a better  discharge  of  the 
duty  than  under  existing  arrangements,  coupled  to 
the  additional  prospect  of  an  uniformity  of  de- 
cision through  the  whole  system  of  pension  laws. 
Mr.  J.  then  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  and  on 
the  pledge  of  that  gentleman  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  that  the  very  difficulty  which 
he  had  apprehended  from  want  of  time  had  now 
presented  itself.  It  was  important  that  this  bill 
should  be  passed  to-day;  and  neither  the  patience 
nor  the  time  of  the  house  would  admit  of  a satis- 
factory investigation  now.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  he  had  submitted  his  motion  in  such  general 
terms.  If  the  house  should  hereafter  think  that 
this  4th  section  was  right,  they  could,  after  having 
come  to  a deliberate  judgment,  incorporate  it  into 
the  naval  pension  fund  bill,  when  it  should  come 
up,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks.  If,  how- 
ever, the  house  should  now  pass  the  section  with- 
out understanding  its  effects,  or  listening  to  the 
arguments  which  might  be  urged  against  it,  it  would 
be  too  late,  when  the  naval  pension  fund  bill  should 
come  up,  to  make  the  desirable  alteration.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  mean  to  offer  any  substitute  at  pre- 
sent; he  merely  wished  the  house  to  strike  out  the 
seclion  so  as  to  give  time  for  consideration. 

This  proposition  contemplated  a very  important 
change,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  interests  of  (he  na- 
vy; and  yet  the  change  might  be  right  or  might  be 
wrong.  It  was  a most  important  change— preg- 
nant with  good  as  with  evil  to  that  body.  The 
amendment  liad  never  passed  through  the  commit- 
tee on  naval  affairs,  which  was  the  appropriate 
committee  to  have  passed  judgment  upon  it,  and  to 
have  presented  it  to  the  house.  Now,  if  the  house 
would  agree  to  strike  out  the  section,  they  would  be 
in  the  same  position  as  though  it  had  never  been 
introduced.  It  might  be  adopted  precisely  as  it 
stood,  or  it  might  be  rejected  hereafter,  when  the 
naval  pension  fund  bill  should  be  under  considera- 
tion. But  it  seemed  unfair  and  unkind  that  a mea- 
sure of  so  much  importance  to  the  navy  should  be 
disposed  of  in  this  summary  way,  without  even 
time  for  inquiry,  or  without  having  passed  through 
that  channel  to  which  they  had  a right  to  look  for 
the  guardanship  of  their  interests. 

Mr.  H.  being  then  about  to  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  in  redemption  of  his 
pledge  to  Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Monroe  urgently  appealed  to  Mr.  H.  to  with- 
hold the  demand — which  Mr.  H.said  he  could  not 
do,  being  pledged  to  renew1  it. 

And  the  previous  question  being  then  again  de- 
manded— 

The  speaker  said  the  main  question  would  be  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  sec- 
lion. 

The  speaker  said  it  could  only  now  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  if  universal  consent  could  not 
be  obtained,  he  must  move  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKay  rose  and  objected. 

Mr.  Lawrence  hoped  the  objection  W'ould  be  with- 
drawn. It  was  very  important  that  this  bill  should 
be  passed  to-day,  because  the  commission  of  the 
commissioner  of  pensions  would  expire.  The 
house  had  not  had  any  opportunity  of  examining 
the  4th  section.  That  seclion  seemed  to  him  to 
carrv  with  it  very  important  powers,  and  he  con- 
fessed he  was  not,  at  this  time,  ready  to  vote  upon 
it.  It  might  be  right  or  wrong — he  did  not  say. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  he  desired  that  it  might  be 
stricken  out  now,  and  introduced  into  some  other 
bill  if  it  be  right.  At  all  events,  time  should  be 
allowed  for  inquiry. 

Mr.  McKay  declining  to  withdraw  his  objec- 
tion— 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  a recommitment. 

Mr.  Turney  inquired  if,  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  called,  a motion  to  recommit  w'as  in 
order? 

The  speaker  answered  in  the  negative. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Messrs. 
Jones,  Clifford,  Briggs  and  Banks,  on  the  point  of 
order, 

When,  the  question  being  put,  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  was  seconded.  And  the  main 
question  wa3  ordered  to  be  now  taken, 


And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
yeas  157,  nays  7. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  immediately  moved  a re- 
consideration of  the  vote  just  taken,  and  went  into 
a very  animated  remonstrance  on  the  injustice 
which  would  thus  be  perpetrated  by  the  house  in 
relation  to  a fund  which  was  not  its  own,  and  to- 
ward which  it  stood  only  in  the  relation  of  a trus- 
tee. 

Mr.  Munroe  followed  on  the  same  side,  enforc- 
ing his  views  with  great  earnestness,  insisting  that 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  reconside- 
ration, was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
yeas  67,  nays  83.  So  the  house  refused  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  agreed  lo;  and  the 
subject  passed  from  the  house,  and  the  bill  needs 
only  the  signature  of  the  president  to  become  a 
law. 

The  unfinished  business  coming  up  next  in  or- 
der w'as  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  from 
the  senate  to  continue  the  work  on  the  Red  river 
raft  was  referred,  to  report  in  reference  to  certain 
points  therein  stated. 

Mr.  Beatty,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the 
bill,  particularly  on  the  ground  of  its  bearing  on 
the  improvements  of  the  Alleghany  river,  and  on 
the  general  system  of  internal  communication  by 
rivers  and  canals  throughout  the  interior  of  the 
union.  He  closed  his  speech  by  moving  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  Biddle,  who  spoke  with  earnestness  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  as  setting  an  evil  precedent  cal- 
culated to  lead  subordinate  officers  to  violate  their 
instructions,  and  those  interested  in  their  doing  so, 
to  presume  upon  the  lenity  of  the  government.  He 
dwelt  also  on  the  constitutional  objection  to  a bill 
appropriating  money  originating  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Pope  admitted  that  there  was  weight  in  the 
last  objection,  but  wished  that  subject  reserved,  to 
be  embodied  in  a declaratory  bill.  He  then  advo- 
cated the  appropriation,  dwelt  on  the  great  uti- 
lity of  the  work,  and  the  loss  which  must  ensue 
should  the  work  be  suspended;  when  he  went  off 
at  a tangent  to  the  merits  of  general  Harrison,  and 
the  prospects  of  his  election,  &c.  exciting  thereby 
much  meriment  in  the  house,  in  which  he  seemed 
himself  in  no  small  degree  to  participate.  Mr.  P. 
closed  by  moving  a reference  of  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means;  on  which  question 
he  demanded  the  previous  question.  He  withdrew 
this  demand,  however,  under  the  pledge  that  it 
should  be  renewed  by 

Mr.  Pelrikin,  who  spoke  with  warmth  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  as  going  merely  to  reimburse  a 
parcel  of  speculators  who  had  advanced  money  to 
go  on  with  the  improvement  of  the  raft,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  sell  fine  cotton  land  above  it, 
which  they  had  purchased  at  a dollar  and  a quarter, 
for  fifteen  and  twenty  dollars  an  acre.  He  lulfilled 
his  pledge  by  closing  with  a motion  for  the  previous 
queslion. 

Mr.  Cross,  of  Arkansas,  wished  much  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain;  but  the  rule  was  enforced,  which 
forbids  all  debate  after  the  previous  question  has 
been  moved. 

Mr.  Garland  suggested  to  Mr.  Biddle  to  modify 
his  instructions;  but  Mr.  B.  declined. 

Mr.  Garland  then  asked  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  that  it  might  be  taken  first  on  the  commit- 
ment, and  then  on  the  instructions. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  now  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  but  the  house,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
rejected  the  motion:  Yeas  63,  nays  92. 

But,  before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  com- 
mitment of  the  bill  the  house  adjoin ned. 

Wednesday,  March  4.  Mr.  Pelrikin  expressed 
his  desire  to  offer  a resolution,  which  he  wished 
should  be  read  for  information. 

Mr.  Ogle  said  he  should  object,  because  his  col- 
league was  in  the  habit  of  objecting  to  every  thing, 
and  he  desired  he  should  know  how  it  felt. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  thereupon  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules;  when — Mr.  Ogle  withdrew  his  objection. 

The  resolution  wa3  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  accounts  be  in- 
structed toreporttothishou.se  all  the  facts  in  relation 
to  furnishing  this  house  with  stationery  by  the  clerk, 
including  the  difference  of  price  paid  for  the  stationery 
furnished  to  the  senate  and  that  furnished  this  house;  and 
further,  that  they  report  all  the  facts  relative  to  contracls 
made  by  the  clerk  with  S.  D.  Langtree  for  lithograping 
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certain  maps  authorised  by  the  last  congress  to  be  pub- 
lished, and  the  price  paid  tor  the  copperplate  engraving 
of  the  same  maps  published  by  order  of  the  senate; 
and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  in  order  to  enable  them  to  comply  with 
the  foregoing  instructions. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  substituting  for  it  the  following: 

Whereas  it  is  alledged  that  the  clerk  of  this  house, 
without  the  authority  of  law,  or  sanction  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  did,  on  the  doth  day  of  March  and 
23d  day  of  December  last,  make  two  several  contracts, 
in  writing,  with  one  S.  D.  Langtree,  and  by  which 
contracts  said  Langtree  agreed  to  furnish  all  the  sta- 
tionery, and  execute  all  the  lithographing  and  copper- 
plate engraving  which  should  be  required  for  the  26th 
congress,  as  may  more  fully  appear  by  referring  to  said 
contracts  respectively: 

And  whereas  it  is  alledged  that,  in  pursuance  of  said 
contract  or  contracts,  said  Langtree  (who  is  neither  a 
stationer,  lithographer,  nor  engraver)  has  furnished  and 
delivered  to  said  clerk,  for  the  use  of  this  house,  a large 
quantity  of  stationery,  and  has  presented  his  bill  for  the 
same,  amounting  to  t#  1 9,521  64;  and  thatsaid  statione- 
ry (particularly  the  paper)  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and 
is  charged  at  prices  equal  to  20  per  cent,  above  the 
usual  prices  of  stationery  of  the  best  quality  and  by 
which  difference  of  price  and  quality  this  government 
(if  said  bill  is  allowed)  would  sustain  a loss  of  more 
than  $1,0 JO  fjr  the  stiiioner  y already  delivered;  and 
that,  if  said  contracts  should  be  sanctioned  by  this 
house,  and  continued  in  foree  during  the  26th  congress, 
the  government  would  be  subjected  to  a sacrifice  of 
more  than  $15,000,  arising  from  the  employment  of 
another  person  to  perform  the  duties  which  the  clerk 
himself  is  required  to  perforin  by  the  resolution  of  this 
house  passed  March  3,  1827,  and  under  which  it  has 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  clerks  of  this  house  to 
furnish  the  stationery,  until  the  making  of  the  contracts 
above  referred  to:  Therefore, 

Resoloed,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  has  no  power 
or  authority  to  make  any  prospective  contract  which 
will  require  an  application  of  moneys  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  house,  or  an  appropriation  by  con- 
gress to  satisfy  the  same,  without  the  express  authority 
of  this  house;  and  that  the  contracts  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  preamble  are  wholly  inoperative  and  void. 

Resoloed,  nevertheless,  That  if  the  said  Langtree 
shall  (in  writing)  elect  to  give  up  and  cancel  the  said 
two  contracts,  then  and  in  that  event  the  committee  on 
accounts  are  hereby  authorised  to  audit  and  allow  to 
him  his  bill  for  stationery  already  delivered,  and  ser- 
vices performed,  under  said  contracts,  subject  to  such 
deductions  as  ought  to  be  made  therefrom  on  account 
of  the  quality  and  the  prices  charged  therefor.  And 
that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  Jo/tnslon  then  went  at  large  into  a speech  in 
support  of  the  resolutions,  in  the  course  of  which 
two  contracts  were  read,  dated  the  25th  of  March 
and  the  23d  December  last;  also  the  joint  resolu- 
tions under  which  the  stationery  had  been  furnish- 
ed to  both  houses  since  the  year  1815. 

Mr.  Diomgoole  declined  a reply  on  the  merits  of 
the  case,  but  objected  to  having  the  subject  brought 
in  this  way  before  the  house  when  there  was  no  re- 
port from  the  committee,  nor  any  part  of  (lie  proof 
on  which  the  question  ought  to  be  decided.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson,  both  ap- 
pealed to  him  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but  he  re- 
fused to  do  so. 

Mr.  Petrikin  modified  his  resolution  (so  as  to 
make  it  read  as  given  above). 

The  previous  question  was  seconded.  Yeas  97, 
nays  73,  and  being  put  was  carried:  yeas  110,  nays 
79;  and  the  main  question  being  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  as  modified,  it  was  unanimously 
adopted:  yeas  180,  nays  0. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  indicated  his 
wish  to  offer  a resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  re- 
quested the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  allow  him 
to  make  a report  from  the  committee  of  elections — 
on  a question  which  he  believed  was  one  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Jones  said  the  gentleman  could  make  his  re- 
port after  the  resolution  had  been  laid  before  the 
house. 

Mr.  J.  then  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  for  information: 

Resoloed,  That  this  house  will,  at  one  o’clock  to- 
morrow, resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  to  consider  house  bill  No. 
18,  providing  for  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,  and 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  at  that  hour  on 
each  succeeding  day  except  Mondays,  until  the  bill 
shall  be  disposed  of,  to  take  precedence  of  all  other 
business. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  felt  great  concern  about  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution.  The  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury rendered  it  imperious  that  there  should  be  di- 
rect action  on  the  bill. 

A number  of  objections  having  been  made — 

Mr.  Jones  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
asked  the  yea3  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 


Mr.  Campbell,  of  south  Carolina,  said  he  felt  con- 
strained by  a sense  of  duty  to  move  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  said  such  a motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Bell.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Jones)  state  to  the  house  whether  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  move  the  consideration  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  contemporaneously  with  that  indicated  in 
his  resolution? 

Mr.  Jones  said  it  was  his  most  anxious  desire  to 
get  hold  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  as  he  believed  it 
to  be  the  desire  of  every  gentleman  belonging  to 
the  party  with  which  he  acted.  And  the  only  rea- 
son why  he  had  not,  up  to  the  time,  made  some 
mention  in  regard  to  it  was,  that  it  had  never  been 
reached  (being  among  the  business  on  the  speaker’s 
table)  up  to  the  present  moment.  No  gentleman 
was  more  anxious  than  he  was  to  take  it  up;  and 
he  was  glad  that  this  opportunity  had  been  afforded 
him  of  expressing  what  he  believed  to  be  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  the  entire  party  with  which  he 
acted. 

Mr.  Biddle  (who  spoke  amidst  much  confusion) 
was  understood  to  say  that,  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  he  hoped  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jones ) would 
find  favor.  Mr.  B.  thought  it  incumbent  on  those 
who  intended  to  resist  this  treasury  note  bill,  as  he 
intended  to  do,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  prompt 
action. 

Mr.  Lawrence  desired  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  ar.d  means  (Mr.  Jones ) one 
question. 

The  uproar  here  became  very  great;  and  there 
were  loud  cries  of  “no — no — order — question,”  &c. 

The  speaker  said  the  whole  of  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made  were  out  of  order.  The  question 
was  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Bell  ( w ho  was  heard,  though  very  indistinctly 
by  the  reporter,  above  the  commotion)  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  claimed  the  privilege  of  say- 
ing to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jones ) 
that,  if  he  would  propose  to  take  up  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  it  would  not  be 
resisted. 

The  speaker  called  to  order. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative: 
yeas  116,  nays  68. 

So  (there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  in  the  af- 
firmative) the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  then  rose  and 
said  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  of 
elections  to  make  a report. 

The  speaker  said  that  reports  from  the  committee 
of  elections  were  not  in  older.  The  committee  on 
public  lands  was  the  first  to  be  called,  (the  call 
having  been  suspended  there  on  a previous  day). 

Mr.  Campbell  said  he  offered  the  report  then,  as 
a privileged  question,  under  the  direction  of  the 
house  “to  report  forthwith.” 

The  speaker  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  ques- 
tion was  not  one  of  privilege;  and  that  the  words 
“to  report  forthwith,”  as  contained  in  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  house,  did  not  make  this  subject  a 
special  order. 

Mr.  Campbell  thereupon  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  make  a report. 

On  which  motion  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Crabb  was  understood  say  that,  before  the 
vote  was  taken,  he  desired  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  elections  whether  he  was 
prepared  to  report  all  that  the  house  had  ordered? 

The  cries  for  “order”  were  here  very  loud,  and 
the  speaker  directed  Mr.  Crabb  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Crabb  thought  it  was  the  privilege  of  a mem- 
ber to  receive  information,  in  order  that  he  might 
not  vote  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Bell.  Probably  gentlemen  might  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  suspending  the  rule,  if  they  possessed  the 
information  sought. 

The  speaker.  There  can  be  no  discussion  of  this 
kind  on  a motion  to  suspend  the  rule.  Gentlemen 
cannot  proceed  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  Yeas  104,  nays  78. 

So  (two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  asked  leave  to  introduce  a series 
of  resolutions  referring  the  president’s  message  to 
the  appropriate  committees. 

And  the  resolutions  were  here  read  for  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  (and  others)  objected.  He 
hoped  tlie  business  of  the  house  would  be  permitted 
to  proceed  in  its  regular  order. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  they  were  the  ordinary  reso- 
lutions referring  the  message  to  the  committees. 


Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said  they  could  come  up  in 
their  regular  time. 

Mr.  Evans  said  the  usual  course  had  been  to  refer 
the  message  to  the  committee  ol  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  that  it  might  there  be  referred  to 
its  appropriate  committees.  It  bad  never  been  re- 
ferred by  a series  of  resolutions  in  this  way.  If  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Vander- 
poel) would  move  its  reference  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  E.  would 
have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel.  If  it  gets  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  it  will  never  get  out  again,  gentlemen  are 
so  anxious  to  throw  out  their  president-making 
speeches. 

Mr.  V.  thereupon  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Alford  (by  general  consent)  sent  to  the 
clerk’s  table  a series  of  resolutions  relating  to  the 
sub-treasury,  and  which  lie  indicated  his  intention 
to  move  as  an  amendment,  if  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended for  the  admission  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  Adams  was  understood  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Van- 
derpoel what  his  object  was  in  ollering  these  resolu- 
tions? If  it  was  that  the  message  should  go  lo  the 
committees  without  going  to  tile  committee  of  ihe 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  at  all,  lie  (Mr.  A.) 
should  vote  against  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  It 
would  be  a revolution  in  the  practice  of  the  house 
such  as  he  would  never  sanction.  But  if  the  gen- 
tleman meant  that,  after  being  referred  to  the-  com- 
mittees, the  message  should  be  discussed  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  vote  in  ta- 
vor  of  the  suspension. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  he  would  respond  to  the  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams).  The  friends  ol  the  administration — 

Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  to  the  chair 
that  all  this  discussion  was  out  of  order. 

The  speaker  said  it  was.  The  question  was  on 
suspending  the  rule,  which  was  not  debateable. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said,  to  answer  Ihe  inquiry  of  (he 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  directly  and  without 
ep:sode,  lie  would  state  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  have  the  message  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  and  that,  so  far  as 
his  vote  went,  it  should  be  kept  under  the  control  of 
the  house. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the.negative:  Yeas  104,  nays  85. 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  riot  suspended. 

Mr.  Abbot  Lawrence  then  rose  and  moved  that 
the  annual  message  ol  ttie  president  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  hoped  that  motion  might  prevail. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  Mr.  Lawrence  to  modify  his 
motion  so  as  to  except  so  much  of  the  message  as 
related  to  the  northeastern  boundary,  in  order  that 
that  portion  might  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Curlis  said  that  could  be  done  in  committee. 

The  speaker  then  said  that,  hearing  no  objection, 
he  would  put  the  question. 

And  thereupon  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Lawrence  having  prevailed — 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  oil  t tie  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  that  the  house  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  committee  upon  the  said  message. 

The  speaker  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order,  the 
first  business  being  reports  from  committees. 

And,  it  being  now  a qua;  tor  past  3 o’clock,  the 
speaker  proceeded  to  call  the  committees  for  re- 
ports, (pursuant  to  the  rule  which  sets  apart  one 
hour  lor  the  same),  commencing  with  the  commit- 
tee on  public  lands,  where  the  call  had  last  been  sus- 
pended. 

A number  of  reports  were  made,  an  account  of 
which  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  committee  for  the 
District  ol  Columbia,  offered  a resolution  authoris- 
ing that  committee  to  employ  a clerk.  (The  reso- 
lution was  subsequently  so  modified  as  to  limit  the 
compensation  to  four  dollars  per  day.) 

Mr.  Craig  opposed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  lor  the 
previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  (by  yeas  and  nays),  was  decided  in  Ihe  nega- 
tive: Yeas  62,  nays  86;  so  the  resolution  was  re- 
jected. 

The  call  tor  reports  had  proceeded  only  so  far  as 
'he  committee  on  the  judiciary,  when  the  hour  hav- 
ing elapsed — 

Mr.  R.  Garland  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day 

Pending  which  motion,  (he  house  adjourned. 
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Bank  stock.  The  effects  of  the  recent  proceedings 
at  Harrisburg,  has  been  to  depress  the  price  of  United 
States  bank  stock  full  four  per  cent,  in  the  New  York 
market.  On  the  2d  sales  were  made  at  69  to  71. 

Beet  sugar.  We  were  not  aware  of  the  extent  to 
which  the  manufacture  oi  sugar  from  the  beet  has  been 
carried  on  in  Europe.  Itis  stated  in  the  N.  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  that  the  quantity  of  beet  sugar  ma- 
nufactured in  France,  Belgium  and  Germany  in  1833 
amounted  to  150,000,000  lbs.— and  it  is  confidently  ex- 
pe.cted  that  the  crop  of  1839  will  reach  two  hundred 
millions  of  pounds,  or  tvro  hundred  thousand  hhds. 
which  is  nearly  four  times  the  average  crop  of  Loui- 
siana. It  has  become  no  longer  a matter  of  experiment, 
but  is  now  considered  as  a regular  business,  affording 
a profitable  means  of  investment. 

The  sugar  beet  is  also  valuable  as  food  for  stock,  par- 
ticularly milch  cows.  Its  productiveness  is  great,  and 
the  crop  does  not  exhaust  the  soil.  The  sugar  beet  is 
cultivated  to  some  extent  in  this  country,  and  it  might 
become  a prominent  article  of  cultivation  generally, 
since  in  point  of  soil  and  climate  no  region  is  better 
fitted  for  its  growth  than  the  United  States.  [ Amer . 
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Cotton.  The  news  from  Havre  to  the  10th  and  Li- 
verpool to  the  6ih  Januaty,  infusesactiviiy  into  the  cot- 
ton market.  New  Orleans  dates  of  the  22d  ult.  says, 
on  arrival  of  the  information  10,000  bales  changed 
hands,  4.000  bales  on  the  21st,  and  the  market  closed 
last  night  firm,  at  the  rales  which  we  bring  forward 
from  last  week. 

Liverpool  classification. 

Ordinary,  6 

Middling,  8 

Fair  to  fully  fair,  9 

Good  fair,  19 

Good  and  fine,  11  1-2  a — 

Mobile  dates  of  22d  Feb.  says:— “The  accounts  via 
New  Orleans,  to  the  10th  January,  have  caused  to-day, 
a brisk  demand,  at  a quarter  of  a cent  advance.’’ 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  dates  of  the  29ih  ult. 
says — -there  has  been  considerable  animation  among 
dealers  in  Upland,  and  about  10,523  bags  have  been 
taken  at  5 a 9 3-4  cents.  We  quote  Liverpool  classifi- 
cation—ordinary  and  inferior  6 1-4  a 7;  middling  and 
middling  fair  7 1-2  a 8;  fair  to  fully  fair  81-4  a 8 1-2; 
good  fair  8 3-4  a 9;  choice  9 1-2  per  lb. 

New  York  dates  of  the  21  instant  say:  “Our  stock 
of  cotton  has  become  so  much  reduced,  and  the  assort- 
ment so  much  broken,  that  shippers  are  compelled  to 
stay  their  hand  for  want  of  stock.  The  sales  to-day 
are  only  half  as  large  as  on  the  last  days  of  last  week 

Deaths.  The  lion.  John  Rutherford.  This  venera- 
ble man  expired  on  Sunday  last,  after  a painful  illness 
of  some  months,  at  Edgarstown,  New  Jersey.  He  was 
the  last  of  the  senators  under  Washington  and  at  the 
period  of  his  death  had  just  completed  his  80th  year. 

[Post. 

The  venerable  James  Maury , late  United  States 
consul  at  Liverpool,  died  in  New  York,  on  the  23d  ult. 
aged  95  years. 

Exchange.  Domestic  exchange  (says  the  New  York 
papers  of  the  2d  inst.)  are  much  the  same  as  last  week. 
The  rates  to-day  are  as  follows:  Philadelphia  6 l-4a 
6 2-3;  Baltimore  5 l-2a5  3-8;  Richmond  6 l-2a7; 
Charleston  3 l-4a3  1-2;  Savannah  5u6;  Macon  9al0; 
Mobile  7 l-2a7  3-4;  New  Orleans  4 1-2. 

Fire  in  Wilmington,  Del-  A slip  from  the  office 
of  the  Delaware  Gazette  informs  us  that  a fire  broke 
out  in  that  city  on  Wednesday  26th  ult.  in  a stable 
in  Shipley  street,  near  the  post  office,  and  in  the 
most  populous  part  of  the  city.  The  stable  was  de- 
stroyed together  with  two  horses  and  a cow  which  were 
in  it,  and  a three  story  brick  house  at  the  corner  of 
Shipley  and  Fourth  streets,  occupied  by  Stephen  Boddy, 
and  a two  story  brick  house  below  tile  stable  also  took 
lire  the  former  of  which  was  destroyed  down  to  the 
second  floor.  The  wind  being  high  at  the  time,  the 
lire  was  communicated,  by  the  flying  of  sparks,  to 
a number  of  buildings  at  the- distance  of  several  squat  es, 
but  none  of  them  were  materially  injured.  Much  fur- 
niture was  destroyed  or  greatly  injured.  1 he  follow- 
ing is  a summary  of  the  property  destroyed  or  in- 

^ The  stable  and  hotel  of  Mrs.  McGee,  in  Fourth 
street,  the  first  entirely  consumed,  and  the  roof  and 
second  story  of  the  latter  burnt,  and  furniture  consi- 
derably injured.  . 

The  three  story  house  at  the  corner  of  blupley  and 
Fourth  streets,  owned  by  David  C.  .Wilson,  burnt  to 
the  second  story,  and  the  furniture  ol  Mr.  Loddy,  the 

occupant,  considerably  injured- 

Ttie  grocery  store  of  Mr.  J.  Menougn,  burnt  to  the 
second  story,  and  the  goods  and  furniture  much  broken 
and  otherwise  injured.  . 

The  adjoining  building  occupied  as  a millinery  store, 
roof  and  third  story  burnt.  , 

The  building  on  the  corner  of  Market  and  fourth 
s’reets,  occupied  on  the  first  floor  by  Mi.  Ziba  Fetus, 
as  a watchmaker’s  shop,  Joseph  Brinhurst  as  a drug 
store,  Misses  Barr  & Brown,  as  a stock  and  millinery 
store  A Shadd,  as  a barber  shop,  and  the  second  story 
by  Mr.  W.  M-  Naff,  as  and  office— the  roof  and  part 
of  the  third  story  burnt. 

The  next  was  the  Union  bank — roof  and  garret  floor 

bdTiie  adjoining  buildings,  occupied  by  judge  Milli- 
gan, roof  and  garret  floor  burnt,  and  furniture  greatly 
injured. 


Whether  or  not  the  buildings  were  insured,  we  have 
not  learned. 

There  is  not  a shadow  of  doubt  that  the  fire  is  the 
work  of  design. 

Flour.  Market  prices  at  New  York  on  the  3d  inst. 
5 50a5  75;  at  Philadelphia  5a5  12;  at  Baltimore  4 87a 
5;  shipments  from  this  port  last  week  amounted  to 
21,000  barrels.  At  least  50,000  barrels  have  been 
brought  to  this  market  within  the  last  four  weeks,  most 
of  which  is  shipped  at  Alexandria.  Wagon  price  4 75. 


Importations.  The  number  of  paskages  of  dry 
goods  imported  from  Liverpool  into  New  York,  in  the 
month  of  January  the  last  six  years;  were  as  follows: 
Packages.  Packages. 

1835  8,360  1833,  5,100 

1836,  14,105  1839,  13,612 

1837,  16,372  1840,  2,959 

Average  of  the  six  years  10,168.  This  shows  a di- 
minution in  the  average  importation  of  the  last  month 
of  7,209  packages  from  the  port  of  Liverpool  only. 


Ikon  steamboat.  The  iron  steamboat  Valley  Forge 
has  returned  to  Pittsburg  from  her  recent  trip  to  New 
Orleans.  Her  speed  has  not  been  so  great  as  was 
expected,  in  consequence  of  her  fire  hearths  being  too 
small,  but  this  defect  will  be  remedied  forthwith,  when 
she  will  depart  for  St.  Louis.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette 
states  that,  in  all  other  respects,  she  has  been  found  to 
answer  admirably.  Her  security  against  snagging  is 
ascertained  to  be  very  great.  In  addition  to  her  hav- 
ing, without  injury,  ran  against  a snag  which  had  pre- 
viously sunk  another  boat,  it  is  stated  that  she  had 
another  severe  trial  in  running  against  q,  bluff  sand 
bank  while  under  full  headway,  without  receiving  the 
slightest  injury,  or  taking  in  one  drop  of  water. 

[. American  of  the  25lh  ult. 


The  mail  again.  Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Patriot,  dated  Washington,  February  28. 

“I  learn  from  a correct  source  that  the  committee 
from  the  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  rail  road  compa- 
ny, had  a meeting  to-day  with  the  postmaster  general, 
and  that  they  have  agreed  upon  all  points  as  to  a re- 
storation of  the  mail  upon  their  road,  except  one,  of 
seeming  trifling  importance  to  the  company.  It  is  this: 
the  department  claims  the  right  of  changing  the  sche- 
dule as  to  the  time  of  departure,  which  is  resolutely  ob- 
jected to  by  the  company.  This  is  regarded  as  abso- 
lutely necessary,  so  tliat  a complete  connection  may  be 
preserved  in  the  great  mail  route;  they  were  told  the 
postmaster  general  had  no  intention,  nor  did  he  think 
it  probable,  that  any  alteration  would  be  made.  Upon 
this  point,  however,  the  committee  make  issue,  and  re- 
fuse to  contract  to  carry  the  mail.  I still  hope  they  will 
yield  the  point  and  come  into  the  measure;  or,  if  this  is 
not  done,  that  all  further  negotiation  may  be  brought  at 
once  to  an  end,  that  the  public  and  all  parlies  concern- 
ed may  know  what  to  do,  and  act  accordingly. 


Missions.  By  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Ameri- 
can board  of  Foreign  Missions  it  appears  that  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  ending  July  31. 1839,  exceeded  those 
of  the  former  year  nearly  eight  thousand  dollars.  The 
missions  tinder  the  care  of  the  board  are  twenty-six, 1 
embracing  77  stations  at  which  136  ordained  mission- 
aries are  engaged.  The  whole  number  of  missionary 
laborers  sent  out  by  the  board,  including  ordained 
ministers,  physicians,  teachers,  printers  and  other  as- 
sistants, male  and  female,  is  375,  who  with  nine  native 
preachers  and  ninety-eight  other  native  helpers,  make 
the  whole  number  of  persons  laboring  at  the  several 
missions  under  the  patronage  of  the  board,  lour  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one.  The  receipts  for  the  past  year 
have  been  1240,169  82.  The  number  of  printing  es- 
tablishments is  14;  of  presses  24;  of  type  foundaries  4; 
of  churches  52;  of  church  members  7,311;  of  seminaries 
7,  containing  363  pupils;  of  boarding  schools  10,  con- 
taining 344  pupils;  of  free  schools  about  350  containing 
about  10,000  pupils. 

A statistical  schedule  is  given  of  all  the  officers,  mis- 
sionaries, and  stations  of  the  board,  from  the  beginning 
of  operations  about  the  year  1S10  down  to  the  present 
year.  The  number  of  missionary  ministers  educated 
at  theological  seminaries  is  stated  at  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  since  the  organization  of  the  board.  Of  these 
one-half  were  from  Andover,  twenty  eight  from  Prince- 
ton, &c.  [ American , Feb.  24. 


Rail  roads.  The  amount  paid  by  the  Providence 
rail  road  company,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Seekonk, 
rail  road,  including  cars,  &e.  is  $34,955  70. 

The  gross  receipts  of  the  Providence  rail  road  com- 
pany, were  last  year,  $313,907  44;  expenditures  in- 
cluding the  above,  damages  to  water  power  company, 
second  track  to  Roxbury,  &c.  $194,411  43;  capital 
$1,782,000  00;  dividend  S percent,  or  $142,560  00. 

The  Lowell  rail  road  company’s  receipts  were 
$211,219  94;  expenditures  $92,151  44;  dividend  8 per 
cent,  on  $1,650,000  00  or  $126,000. 

The  Worcester  rail  road  received  $231,807  18,  and 
expended  $126,384  S3;  dividend  6 1-2  per  cent, 
capital  $1,800,000  00.  The  eastern  rail  road  re- 
ceived $125,623  15;  expenditures  $53,176  17;  dividend 
$60,772  00.  The  total  expenditures  on  the  road  to  31st 
December,  were  $1,306,196  89. 

The  Taunton  rail  road  rt  c rite I $58,018  78;  expended 
$40,711  78;  dividend  6 per  cent,  on  $250,000. 

[ Boston  Democrat. 

Second  annual  report  of  the  Philadelphia , Wilming- 
ton and  Baltimore  rail  road  company.  We  have  re- 
ceived a copy  of  this  report  in  the  form  of  a neat  pam- 


phlet. It  contains  a statement  of  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  the  road,  the  materials,  amount  of  labor,  &c. 
and  alludes  to  the  late  unsuccessful  negotiations  be- 
tween the  company  and  the  postmaster  general  in  re- 
ference to  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  The  total 
receipts  of  the  road  for  the  last  year,  ending  December 
31,  1839,  amounted  to  $490,635  55,  exceeding  the  to- 
tal receipts  of  the  preceding  year,  $118,720  61.  Of  the 
gross  aggregate  receipts,  the  sum  of  $414,974  76  was 
received  from  passengers.  From  the  returns  of  the 
way-bills  it  appears  that  213,650  persons  were  booked 
for  passages  over  the  road  during  the  year. 

The  company’s  works  have  cost  in  their  construc- 
tion $4,379,225  17,  including  all  expenses.  A dividend 
on  the  capital  stock  was  declared  in  July  last,  and 
another  of  3 1-2  per  cent  for  the  last  six  months  paya- 
ble on  the  first  of  February.  [American. 

Mohawk  and  Hudson.  The  annual  report  of  the  Mo- 
hawk and  Hudson  rail  road  company  shows  that  dur- 
ing the  year  1839  the  nett  profits  of  the  road  were 
$64,917  06 — being  nearly  six  and  a half  per  cent,  on 
the  capital.  The  committee  who  made  the  report  pro- 
pose improvements  and  retrenchments  which  will 
place  the  company  in  a still  stronger  position,  and  in- 
sure a further  increase  of  dividends. 

Columbia,  Harrisburg  and  Cumberland  Valley  rail 
road.  The  arrangements  on  these  roads  are  so  judicious 
and  complete,  that  the  travel  and  transportation  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Chambersburg  are  prosecuted 
with  as  great  facility  as  if  the  three  roads  were  under 
one  management  and  proprietorship.  A case  in  point 
is  mentioned  in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer: 

A train  of  17  cars  left  the  warehouse  of  Messrs. 
Craig,  Bellas  & Co.  on  Wednesday  last  was  taken 
from  the  head  of  the  inclined  plane  by  one  of  the  state 
engines  on  Thursday  morning,  reached  Carlisle  on 
Friday,  was  loaded  with  456  barrels  of  flour  at  the 
warehouse  of  Mr.  Henry  Rhoads,  and  started  on  Sa- 
turday morning  to  return  to  Philadelphia.  This  train 
arrived  in  safety  at  the  warehouse  in  this  city,  on  Mon- 
day evening,  the  24th — the  same  undivided  line'  that 
had  set  out  the  preceding  Wednesday,  and  occupying 
but  four  working  days  in  the  whole  trip.  This  is,  in- 
deed, gratifying  intelligence,  and  will  be  read  with 
feelings  of  pleasure  by  our  business  community.  The 
officers  of  the  state  road,  are,  we  are  assured,  exerting 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  Facilitate  trade  and  travel. 

Salt.  This  article  constitutes  an  important  item  in 
the  internal  trade  of  the  state  of  New  York.  The 
salt  springs  of  Salina,  apparently  inexhaustible,  yield 
annually  large  supplies  of  this  indispensable  commo- 
dity, which  is  carried  westward  by  the  canal,  and 
finds  a ready  market  in  the  interior.  Within  the  year 
1839  in  the  town  of  Salina  2,804,718  bushels  of  salt 
were  inspected,  being  a larger  quantity  by  289,686 
bushels  than  was  ever  inspected  there  before  in  one 
year. 

Times  in  New  York.  The  whig  papers  have  made 
great  ado  about  the  severity  of  the  pressure  in  New 
ifoik  in  consequence  of  the  perseverance  of  the  banks 
in  continuing  cash  payments.  The  following  from 
the  Journal  of  Commerce  shows  how  far  their  state- 
ments are  to  be  credited: 

“We  do  not  deny  that  New  York  has  suffered  se- 
verely, but  a friend  who  is  very  well  acquainted  with 
affairs,  has  kept  a list  of  the  failures  since  the  second 
break  in  Philadelphia — the  compound  fracture,  as  it 
may  well  be  termed — and  it  amounts  to  fifty.  Part 
of  these,  however,  are  not  absolute  failures,  though 
there  are  probably  enough  not  on  the  list,  to  compen- 
sate for  this.  The  U.  S.  bank,  by  its  expansions  and 
contractions  in  its  palmy  days,  used  to  break  twice 
this  number  in  a month.”  [FW  of  27th. 

Wages.  The  Plagerstown  Torchlight  says  that 
“the  laborers  on  the  Franklin  rail  road,  now  in  pro- 
gress of  construction,  received  $1  00  per  day,  last  frill. 
They  now  receive  but  75  cents.  The  laborers  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  west  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 
at  the  commencement  of  that  work  received  $1  25  per 
day — they  now  receive  62  1-2  cents.  And  after  the 
suspension  of  operations  on  the  canal,  some  weeks 
ago,  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  laborers  were  willing 
and  anxious  to  work  for  their  boarding,  but  couid  not 
get  employment.’’ 

Wool.  The  Albany  Cultivator  estimates  the  num- 
ber of  sheep  in  the  wool  growing  states  of  the  north 
at  15,000,000.  At  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  fleece, 
the  clip  of  1839  would  be  forty-five  millions  of  pounds. 
The  price  of  wool  has  ranged  from  forty  to  sixty  cents 
per  pound.  Taking  the  low  average  of  forty-five  cents 
the  last  clip  of  wool  would  be  worth  more  than  twen- 
ty millions  of  dollars. 

The  growing  of  wool  at  the  present  prices  of  the 
article  is  thought  to  be  a good  business.  The  Culti- 
vator however  suggests  very  sensibly  that  something 
more  tlian  ordinary  care  should  be  extended  to  the 
flocks;  and  that  good  wool,  bringing  good  profits,  is 
not  to  be  expected  from  sheep  that  get  their  living  as 
they  can  find  it,  being  exposed  in  the  meantime  to  all 
the  vicisitudes  of  a severe  and  variable  climate.  Care- 
ful atten  ion  to  those  animals  will  be  abundantly  repaid 
to  the  farmer.  It  is  known  that  the  quality  of  the 
fleece  may  be  greatly  improved  by  a course  of  atten- 
tive nurture  and  feeding  of  the  sheep.  The  best  Eng- 
lish breeds  have  been  brought  to  their  fine  condition  by 
such  means.  Mr.  Bakewell,  by  proper  management 
and  a judicious  system  of  crossing,  reared  his  excel- 
lent stuck  out  of  ordinary  breeds.  [Balt.  American. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

Fifth  series.  No.  2.— Vol.  VIII.]  BALTIMORE,  MARCH  14,  1840.  [Vol.  LVIII.— Whole  No.  1,485. 

THE  PAST THE  TRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


INDEX  OF  CONTENTS  OF  No.  2,  Vol.  8. 
Chronicle — banks,  Connecticut  river,  cotton  crop, 
cotton  trade,  election,  explosion,  flour,  improved  lo- 
comotive, income  on  railways,  money  matters  in 
Philudelpliia,  packetships,  pork  in  the  west,  supreme 
court  32 

Congress — proceedings  of,  in  senate  24 — 27;  in  house 
ol  representatives  27 — 31 

Foreign  articles — arrival  of  the  Great  Western;  Great 
Britain,  queen  Victoria’s  marriage,  prince  Albert  na- 
turalized and  invested  with  the  order  of  the  garter, 
th*.  lytrtHoastern  boundary,  illness  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington  17;  items,  Liverpool  corn  market,  tea, 
money  market;  Spain,  meeting  of  the  cortez,  report- 
ed engagement  between  Carbo’s  division  and  Brujo; 
France,  last  prices  of  stocks,  news  from  Madrid  re- 
specting the  elections,  shooting  of  a prisoner  by  Ca- 
brera, French  ambassador  count  de  Pontois;  items 
from  the  east  18;  price  of  stock,  defeat  of  the  Arabs 
at  Blida,  the  duke  de  Broglie  arrived  at  Paris;  Con- 
stantinople, quadruple  alliance;  Canada,  the  union 
of  the  two  Canadas,  prices  of  American  stocks  in 
London  19 

Index  to  vol.  IV,  forwarded  to  subscribers  17 

Politics  of  the  day — public  meeting  at  Washington 
city  19 — 22;  Ohio  Harrison  state  convention  21; 
Van  Buren  electoral  ticket  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania 
democratic  state  convention,  Mississippi  democratic 
state  convention  22 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Webster,  in  answer  to  parts  of  Mr. 

Calhoun’s  speech  22 — 24 

Webster,  Mr.  his  remarks  in  answer  to  parts  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  speech  22 — 24 


8CtRemittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


COTogether  with  this  number  we  send  the  Index 
to  volume  IV,  or  volume  LIV,  fifth  series,  which 
gCompletes  all  the  Indices  up  to  September  last.— 
The  Index  to  the  volume  from  that  time  to  March, 
1840,  is  now  in  progress  and  will  be  shortly  com- 
pleted and  forwarded  on  to  our  subscribers. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

Forty  five  days  later  from  Europe — arrival  of  the 
Great  Western  steamer — marriage  of  queen  Victo- 
ria— approval  of  the  acts  of  captain  Elliott  in  China 
— prospect  of  war  in  Europe — the  cotton  market, 
&c.  &c. 

About  twelve  o’clock  on  Saturday,  after  an  al- 
most unprecedented  long  interval  since  advices  had 
been  received  from  Europe,  the  gallant  steamer 
Great  Western,  arrived  at  New  York,  bringing  in- 
telligence to  the  day  of  her  sailing,  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Queen  Victoria’s  marriage.  Her  majesty’s  mar- 
riage took  place  at  St.  James’  palace,  February  10. 
The  rooms  of  the  palace  were  filled  at  an  early 
hour  by  the  nobility,  foreign  ambassadors,  the  gen- 
tlemen at  arms,  and  yeoman  of  the  guard  on  duty 
in  the  chambers  allotted  to  them. 

About  half  past  twelve,  prince  Albert  and  the 
queen  having  arrived  from  Buckingham  palace, 
they  proceeded  in  procession  from  the  drawing 
room,  arranged  by  sir  Win.  Woods,  garter  king  of 
arms  to  the  chapel  royal.  The  trumpeters,  ^he- 
ralds, chamberlains,  &c.  preceded,  then  prince  Al- 
bert, of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Gotha,  wearing  the  order 
of  the  garter,  with  which  he  had  been  previously 
invested — followed  by  his  brother,  the  reigning 
prince. 

The  lord  chamberlain,  &c.  then  re-formed  the 
procession  and  proceeded  to  the  throne  room,  which 
the  queen  left  at  25  minutes  before  one,  preceded 
by  a large  number  of  her  household,  trumpeters, 
pages,  &c.  the  earl  Marshall,  royal  family,  includ- 
ing the  queen’s  mother.  Her  majesty’s  train  was 
borne  by  twelve  unmarried  ladies,  mostly  of  the 
nobility,  followed  by  grooms,  ladies  of  the  bed- 
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chamber,  a long  retinue  of  maids  of  honor  and  bed- 
chamber. Her  majesty,  the  queen  dowager  Ade- 
laide, came  in  state  to  the  chapel.  Royal  anthems, 
prayers  and  the  customary  marriage  ceremony  were 
performed. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  marriage  ceremony,  the 
procession  returned  to  the  state  rooms,  his  royal 
highness  prince  Albert  taking  the  hand  of  the 
queen.  The  lion.  Frederick  Byng,  sir  Frederick 
Smith,  Mr.  Blackwood,  captain  Green  and  Mr.  Al- 
ford Montgomery,  gentlemen  ushers,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
son, the  queen’s  harbinger,  closing  the  royal  pro- 
cession. 

The  queen  retired  with  her  consort  to  the  throne 
room,  where,  in  the  presence  of  the  archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  the  attestation  of  the  mar- 
riage was  signed  by  all  the  illustrious  party  present. 
The  married  couple  then  proceeded  to  Buckingham 
palace,  and  thence  in  the  afternoon  to  Windsor  cas- 
tle. A grand  state  dinner  parly  was  given  at  St. 
James’  palace,  and  also  several  by  the  royal  fami- 
ly, cabinet  ministers,  &c. 

Prince  Albert,  besides  being  naturalized  by  act 
of  parliament  before  marriage,  was  also  invested 
with  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  made  a field  mar- 
shal. 

The  queen  and  Albert  held  a brilliant  soiree  at 
St.  James’  palace,  Feb.  19. 

From  the  London  Sun,  Feb.  11. 

About  half  past  eleven  o’clock,  (lie  archbishops 
of  Canterbury  and  York  and  the  bishop  of  Loudon, 
took  their  seats  within  the  altar. 

A few  minutes  before  twelve,  the  queen  dowa- 
ger entered  the  chapel  royal  through  the  dean’s  ves- 
try door,  and  took  her  seat  near  the  altar.  Her 
majesty  was  arrayed  in  a robe  of  rich  purple  silk 
velvet,  trimmed  with  ermine.  The  archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  and  the  bishop  of  London 
immediately  rose  on  the  entrance  of  her  majesty. 
Her  majesty,  after  performing  her  private  devo- 
tions, perceiving  the  most  rev.  prelates  still  stand- 
ing, sent  lord  Howe,  who  was  in  waiting,  to  desire 
that  they  might  take  their  seats.  This  act  of  consi- 
derate courtesy  created  a general  sensation  through- 
out the  chapel. 

A flourish  of  trumpets  and  drums,  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  twelve  o’clock,  gave  intimation  that 
the  procession  of  the  royal  bridegroom  had  com- 
menced its  movement,  and  shortly  after,  having 
passed  through  the  various  rooms  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  it  entered  the  colonade. 

As  the  prinee  moved  along,  he  was  greeted  with 
loud  clapping  of  hands  from  the  gentlemen,  and 
enthusiastic  waving  of  handkerchiefs  from  the 
assembled  ladies.  He  wore  the  uniform  of  a field 
marshal  in  the  British  army. 

Having  reached  the  haul  pas,  his  royal  highness 
affectionately  kissed  the  hand  of  the  queen  dowa- 
ger, and  then  bowed  to  the  archbishops  and  dean. 
Immediately  on  his  entrance,  a voluntary  was  per- 
formed by  sir  George  Smart,  on  the  organ.  The 
master  of  the  ceremonies  and  the  officers  of  the 
bridegoom  stood  near  the  person  of  his  royal  high- 
ness. The  lord  chamberlain  and  vice  chamberlain, 
preceded  by  the  drums  and  trumpets,  then  return- 
ed to  wait  upon  her  majesty. 

Meanwhile  his  royal  highness  entered  into  close 
conversation  with  the  queen  dowager,  until  the 
trumpets  and  drums  announced  the  moving  of  the 
queen’s  procession. 

After  having  conducted  the  royal  prince  to  the 
alter,  the  lord  steward  and  lord  chamberlain  quitted 
the  royal  bridegroom  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
the  queen  to  the  altar.  In  a few'  minutes  that  which 
was  denominated  the  queen’s  procession  was  an- 
nounced, by  a flourish  of  trumpets  and  drums,  as 
having  been  put  in  motion.  The  procession  passed 
through  the  colonade  up  to  the  chapel  doors.  Her 
majesty  looked  anxious  and  excited.  She  was  pa- 
ler even  than  usual.  Her  dress  was  a rich  white 
satin,  trimmed  with  orange  flower  blossoms,  over 
which,  but  not  so  as  to  conceal  her  face,  a beautiful 
veil  of  Honiton  lace  w’as  thrown.  Her  bride-maids 
and  train-bearers  were  similarly  attired,  save  that 
they  had  no  veils.  Her  majesty  wore  tile  collar  of 
the  garter,  but  no  other  diamonds  or  jewels.  Her 
attendants  were  arrayed  with  similar  simplicity; 
and  ladies  more  beautiful  never  graced  palace,  hall, 
or  couutiy  green. 


I As  her  majesty  approached  the  chapel  the  nation- 
al anthem  was  performed  by  the  instrumental  band. 
Her  majesty  walked  up  the  aisle,  followed  by  her 
train-bearers,  and  attendants,  without  noticing  or 
bowing  to  any  of  the  peers.  On  reaching  the  haul 
pas  her  majesty  knelt  on  the  faldstool,  and,  having 
performed  her  private  devotions,  sat  down  in  her 
chair  of  state.  The  different  officers  of  state  having 
now  taken  their  seats  in  the  body  of  the  chapel,  the 
coup  d’ceil  was  splendid  beyond  description.  After 
the  lapse  of  a few  seconds,  her  majesty  rose  and  ad- 
vanced with  his  royal  highness,  prince  Albert,  to 
the  communion  table,  where  the  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury immediately  commenced  reading  the  ser- 
vice. 

The  rubric  was  rigidly  adhered  to  throughout. 

The  services  having  concluded,  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family  who  had  occupied  places 
around  the  altar  returned  to  take  their  positions  in 
the  procession.  On  passing  her  majesty,  they  all 
paid  their  congratulations,  and  the  duke  of  Sussex, 
after  shaking  her  by  the  hand  in  a manner  which 
appeared  to  have  little  ceremony,  but  with  cordiali- 
ty in  it,  affectionately  kissed  her  cheek.  After  all 
had  passed,  with  the  exception  of  the  royal  bride- 
groom, her  majesty  passed  hastily  across  to  the 
other  side  of  the  altar,  where  the  queen  dowager 
was  standing,  and  kissed  her. 

Prince  Albert  then  took  her  majesty’s  hand,  and 
the  royal  pair  left  the  chapel,  ail  the  spectators 
standing. 

Last  evening  a very  splendid  banquet  was  given 
in  the  banqueting-hall,  built  by  George  IV.  The 
theatres  and  the  metropolis  generally  were  illumi- 
nated, and  the  most  brilliant  displays  were  made 
throughout  the  metropolis. 

The  northeastern  boundary.  The  London  Stan- 
dard of  the  17th  ult.  says:  “We  are  enabled,  upon 
authority  above  all  exception,  to  set  at  rest  the  ex- 
traordinary anxiety  which  has  been  excited  by  the 
appearance  of  what  purported  to  be  an  extract  from 
a recent  proclatnalion  of  sir  John  Harvey,  the  go- 
vernor of  New  Brunswick.  We  have  before  us  a 
letter  dated  Quebec,  January  16th,  1840,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  head  of  an  eminent  Canada  house  in 
the  city,  containing  the  following  perfectly  satisfac- 
torv  solution  of  the  difficulty,  which  the  colonial 
secretary  was  totally  unable  to  give:  “I  mentioned 
in  my  last  letter  a memorandum  published  by  sir 
John  Harvey,  which  looked  very  warlike,  and 
blamed  him  very  much  for  publishing  it — but  it  now 
appears  it  is  all  a mistake  of  Mr.  Kemble's  (the 
editor  of  the  Quebec  Mercury)  and  that  these  obser- 
vations were  made  three  years  ago  at  a public  din- 
ner and  some  officious  person  has  now  for  the  first 
time  published  them.  The  Maineacs  have  no  mo- 
ney, and  must  remain  quiet,  whether  they  will  or 
not,  which  is  all  the  better  for  all  parties — and  there 
is  every  reason  to  hope  that  all  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  parties  will  be  settled  amicably.” 

Illness  of  the  duke  of  Wellington.  Considerable 
anxiety  was  excited  about  the  houses  of  parliament, 
on  Friday  night,  by  a report  that  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington was  in  a speechless  state.  Inquiries,  how- 
ever. at  Apslry  house,  elicited  the  following  infor- 
mation: “Alter  taking  a hearty  meal,  at  2 o’clock 
on  Wednesday  alternoon,  the  duke  rode  in  Hyde 
Park  on  horseback.  During  this  exercise  his  grace 
was  seized  with  sudden  debility,  to  an  extent  which 
at  first  excited  considerable  apprehension.  The 
cause  of  the  attack  is  supposed  to  have  been,  that 
the  exercise  of  riding  so  soon  alter  dinner  had  inter- 
fered with  the  process  of  digestion. 

We  have  the  highest  gratification  in  stating,  not 
only  that  his  grace  was  much  better  on  Friday,  but 
that  during  the  day  the  impiovement  was  progres- 
sive, and  that  towards  evening  his  early  arid  com- 
plete restoration  to  health  was  confidently  anticipat- 
ed. On  inquiring  at  the  residence  of  his  grace  on 
Saturday  evening  the  pleasing  intelligence  was  gi- 
ven, that  the  dukes’  medical  attendant,  who  had 
just  quitted  Apsley  house,  pronounced  him  much 
better,  and  expressed  an  expectation  that  his  illus- 
trious patient  might  be  declared  convalescent  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  house  has  been  literally  besieged  during  the 
whole  day,  with  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  all  shades 
of  political  sentiments,  manifesting  the  most  anxious 
interest  for  the  noble  duke.  [ Observer^ 

February  19.  The  duke  of  Wellington  passed 
a favorable  night  and  is  much  better  this  morning. 
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Had  not  the  weather  been  so  extremely  unfavora- 
ble, his  grace  would  have  attended  the  levee  at  St. 
Jame’s  palace. 

Items.  The  packet  ship  Stephen  Whitney  arriv- 
ed out  in  22  days.  St.  George  street  chapel,  Lon- 
don, was  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  reduction  of  the  five  per  cent,  stock  is  car- 
ried in  the  French  chambers,  leaving  it  to  the  hold- 
ers to  take  the  money  or  scrip  at  4 1-2  per  cent. 

The  British  ambassador,  lord  Palmerston,  at  Con- 
stantinople, has  refused  his  assent  to  the  proposition 
of  Russia,  to  send  fifty  thousand  of  her  troops  into 
Asia  Minor,  across  the  Taurus.  Affairs  look  war- 
like between  Russia  and  the  other  powers. 

At  'I'ois  in  France,  40  lives  were  lost  in  a con- 
flict between  the  troops  and  the  country  people, 
growing  out  of  the  high  price  of  corn. 

The  news  of  the  firing  on  the  Chinese  junks,  has 
reached  England,  and  been  approved  of. 

Mehemet  Ali  is  fortifying  Alexandria. 

Sir  F.  L.  Maitland’s  death  at  Bombay  is  announc- 
ed. 

Prince  Albert  is  to  preserve  his  title  of  duke  of 
Saxe.  The  queen  has  ordered  him  by  proclama- 
tion to  be  called  his  royal  highness. 

Prince  Albert  is  to  receive  £30,000  per  annum 
by  act  of  parliament. 

The  queen  held  a court  at  Buckingham  palace 
Feb.  I8th,  and  received  the  addresses  of  both 
houses  of  parliament,  to  Victoria  and  Albert,  to 
which  they  both  briefly  replied,  and  promised  to 
fulfill  the  favorable  hopes  expressed  from  their 
union. 

The  British  Mediterranean  fleet  was  moored  in 
Malta,  Feb.  2. 

There  was  900  of  the  Chinese  killed  by  the  Bri- 
tish ships  of  war  that  fired  on  the  junks. 

Captain  Elliot  returned  to  Macao  after  the  action, 
the  Chinese  were  fortifying  Hon  Key  bay. 

The  packet  ship  Havre,  from  New  Orleans,  with 
1,564  bales  of  cotton  on  board  was  burnt  otf  the 
coast  of  Cork  on  the  10th  February.  Twenty  of 
those  on  board  were  saved,  the  rest  lost. 

United  States  bank  shares  were  sold  at  £18  to 
£18  10  equal  to  seventy  percent.  American  cur- 
rency. 

The  trial  of  the  chartists  of  Newport  resulted  in 
the  conviction  of  Frost,  Williams  and  Jones,  and 
they  were  sentenced  to  death;  the  sentence  was  af- 
terwards commuted  to  transportation  for  life. 

Opium  was  selling  in  China  at  $1,000  a chest. 

Lord  Melbourne  retires  from  office  with  lord 
Lansdowme.  Lord  John  Russell  is  to  be  first  lord 
of  the  treasury,  and  lord  Durham  joins  the  cabinet 
with  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  C.  Buller  in  office. 

Frost,  the  leader  of  the  Welch  rebellion,  is  trans- 
ported. 

The  earl  of  Mansfield  died  at  Leamington,  Fe- 
bruary 18. 

M.  Guizot  is  appointed  ambassador  to  London. 
The  duke  of  Broglie  and  Thiers  were  likely  to  come 
in  the  cabinet. 

Abdel  Kader’s  -troops  were  still  at  the  southern 
foot  of  Mount  Atlas,  on  the  8th  February. 

The  duke  of  Nemours  of  France  married  to  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Saxe  Coburg.  She  was  a 
Catholic. 

Five  hundred  thousand  francs  a year  have  been 
granted  to  the  duke  of  Nemours  on  the  occasion  of 
his  marriage. 

Greater  anxiety  was  felt  in  relation  to  money 
matters  than  any  thing  else,  and  on  the  whole  they 
are  regarded  as  decidedly  favorable.  The  bank  of 
England  has  reduced  the  rate  of  interest  to  5 per 
cent,  and  out  of  doors  it  has  been  obtained  on  easier 
terms.  The  stock  of  bullion  in  the  bank  has  in- 
creased to  £4,000,000.  The  United  States  has 
succeeded  in  effecting  the  loan  of  5,000,000  guild- 
ers from  the  house  of  Hope  & Co.  of  Amsterdam. 

The  opposition  in  the  English  parliament  have 
commenced  the  war  against  the  ministry  most  ri- 
gorously, and  it  may  be  questioned  whether  lord 
Melbourne  and  his  colleagues  will  be  able  to  sustain 
themselves.  The  first  great  attack  was  made  on 
the  15th  of  February,  when  a call  for  the  estimate 
of  the  probable  income  of  the  consolidated  fund  for 
1840,  although  strenuously  resisted,  was  agreed  to 
in  the  house  of  commons  by  a vote  of  182  to  172. 
In  the  debate  attendant  upon  this  call,  most  unsatis- 
factory accounts  of  the  finances  were  given — show- 
ing a probable  deficiency  of  millions  for  the  current 
year. 

Much  comment  was  excited  by  the  fact  that  the' 
duke  of  Wellington  was  the  only  member  of  the  op- 
position invited  to  be  present  at  the  royal  nuptials. 

By  late  accounts  from  India,  it  seems  that  the 
Anglo-Indian  government  is  still  pushing  on  its  ca- 
reer of  war  and  conquest.  The  khan  of  Rhelat  had 
been  attacked,  his  capital  stormed  and  captured, 
and  the  khan  himself  slain.  The  British  loss  was 


31  killed  and  108  wounded;  that  of  the  natives  very 
severe,  both  in  killed  and  wounded.  One  account 
says  nine  hundred. 

Sir  Frederick  Maitland,  commander- in-chief  of 
the  naval  force  in  (he  East  Indies,  died  on  board 
the  Wellesley,  on  the  30th  of  November. 

The  Hampshire  Telegraph  states  that  a great  na- 
val armament  is  to  be  sent  immediately  from  Ports- 
mouth, to  take  on  board  16,000  native  troops  in  In- 
dia; to  lay  the  city  of  Canton  under  contribution, 
or  destroy  it  if  necessary,  and  then  proceed  north- 
ward to  Pekin,  and  compel  the  emperor  to  submis- 
sion. 

The  “privilege”  affair  of  Stockdale  and  Hansard, 
(printers  to  the  house),  has  taken  quite  a serious 
aspect.  The  sheriffs  have  been  committed  to  pri- 
son for  not  levying  on  Hansard’s  printing  office, 
and  Mr.  Howend,  Stockdale’s  attorney,  has  been 
committed  to  Newgate  by  order  of  the  speaker. 

Both  houses  of  parliament  have  voted  thanks  to 
lord  Auckland  for  the  “glorious  result”  of  the  war 
in  Affighanistan. 

On  a direct  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  mini- 
sters, moved  by  sir  John  Buller,  the  vote  was,  noes 
308,  ayes  287.  Ministerial  majority  21. 

The  allowance  voted  by  parliament  to  prince 
Albert  is  £30,000  per  annum.  Ministers  propos- 
ed £50,000.  Mr.  Hume  moved  £20,000 — lost, 
38  to  305.  Col.  Sibthorpe  moved  £30,000 — car- 
ried, 262,  to  158. 

Among  the  deaths  announced  is  that  of  sir 
Walkins  William  Wyron. 

In  Vienna  there  had  been  great  mortality  from 
fevers  of  various  kinds.  Among  the  deaths  an- 
nounced is,  that  of  Mrs.  Clay,  the  lady  of  our 
charge  d’affaires. 

Russia  has  negotiated  a large  loan,  under  pretext 
of  making  rail  roads,  &c.  but  in  reality,  it  is  as- 
serted, to  place  her  navy  on  a footing  of  equality 
with  that  of  England  and  France. 

The  steam  ship  Liverpool,  arrived  out  safely 
January  10th. 

Parliament  met  January  10th,  and  was  still  sit- 
ting on  the  19th  February. 

The  large  cotton  factory  of  Mr.  Houlseworth,  at 
Glasgow,  had  been  burned  down,  by  which  2,000 
people  were  thrown  out  of  employ. 

Blanqui  and  the  other  conspirators  against  the 
government  of  Louis  Philippe,  have  all  been  found 
guilty  except  two.  Blanqui  is  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation for  life,  and  the  others  to  imprisonment 
from  3 to  16  years. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  Feb.  18,  1840.  The  prin- 
cipal arrivals  from  abroad  for  the  last  week  are 
comprised  in  3,100  bbls.  flour  from  the  U.  States. 
American  flour,  duty  paid,  has  met  a moderate 
sale  at  433.  to  44s.  per  bbl.;  sack  flour  still  moving 
slowly  at  44  a 56  shillings  for  Irish  up  to  62  shil- 
lings pet  280  lbs.  for  best  English.  At  our  market 
this  morning  an  advance  of  Id.  a 2d.  per  bushel 
was  generally  demanded  but  it  was  not  realized 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Monday,  Feb.  17.  There 
was  a fair  attendance  of  the  trade  in  the  early  part 
of  the  week,  and  full  prices  were  obtained  for  all 
descriptions  of  American;  and  though  the  demand 
rather  abated  on  Wednesday,  owing  to  the  reports 
of  the  dull  state  of  trade  in  the  interior,  yet  the  in- 
quiry has  since  revived,  and  the  market  has  closed 
at  rather  higher  rates  for  the  better  classes  of  Ame- 
rican, whilst  Brazil  and  other  kinds  continue  heavy 
at  previous  prices.  The  sales  amount  to  27,680 
bales,  of  which  3,300  American  are  on  speculation, 
and  1,500  American  for  export,  and  comprise  60 
Sea  Island  at  15  l-2d.  to  22d.  with  40  stained  at  6d. 
to  10d.;  6,550  bales  bowed  5 L2d.  to  6 7-8d.;4,600 
Mobile,  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  5 l-4d.  to  7d.; 
13,500  Orleans  5 3-8d.  to  7 1- 2d.;  800  Pernambuco, 
Paraiba,  &c.  8 5-8  to  9 l-8d.;  370  Bahia  and  Ma- 
ceio  8 3 8d.  to  8 3-5d.  140  Maranham  7 7-8d.  to 
8 3-4d.  30  Carthagena,  5 l-8d.;  2 common  West 
India  6 l-2d  ; 410  Egyptian  9d.to  lid.;  1,090  Surat 
4d.  to5  1-2d.;  and  70  Madras  at  5d.  per  lb.  About 
5,0Qg  bags  have  been  sold  to-day  at  steady  prices; 
800  American  have  been  taken  for  export.  The 
sales  consist  of  500  Surat  at  4 l-8d.  to  5d.;  150  Per- 
nam  8 5-8d.;  150  Bahia  8 l-2d.;  the  remainder 
American  5 l-2d.  to  7d.  On  Saturday  3,500  bags 
were  sold. 

Tea.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week  small  sales 
were  effected,  and  these  were  at  a decline  of  3d.  to 
4d.  per  lb.  on  previous  rates.  Yesterday,  news 
having  been  received  from  China  that  an  engage- 
ment had  taken  place  between  two  of  her  majesty’s 
vessels  stationed  there,  and  the  Chinese  war  junks, 
a re-action  had  again  occurred,  and  prices  have  ad- 
vanced  from  3d.  to  6d.  on  all  common  and  good 
Congous  and  Twanlcavs;  the  market  closed  firm, 
with  more  buyers  than  sellers. 

London,  Friday  afternoon,  Feb.  IS l.h. 

Money  market.  The  news  received  during  the 
week  from  China  and  America  has  been  of  a very 


unsatisfactory  character.  It  is  considered  that 
the  next  arrivals  will  bring  intelligence  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a blockade  of  the  Chinese  ports  by 
our  naval  force;  and  as  the  American  vessels  are 
now  trading  in  great  numbers  at  Canton,  it  is  fear- 
ed they  may,  as  in  1812  and  1813,  insist  upon  their 
rights,  as  neutrals  to  be  allowed  free  access  to  the 
blockaded  port,  and  thus  the  irritation  now  existing 
between  the  two  countries,  may  be  materially  ag- 
gravated. These  circumstances,  in  conjuction 
with  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  in 
parliament  upon  the  subject  of  the  debt,  have  pro- 
duced an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  public  secu- 
rities; and  most  of  the  government  funds  are  to-day 
1-2  percent,  below  the  prices  of  last  week.  Ex- 
chequer bills  bave  also  declined  about  -5s.  and  are 
to-day  at  8s.  to  10s.  premium.  The  inability  oftbe 
United  States  bank  to  pay  a dividend  for  the  half 
year  just  ended,  has  produced  a considerable  de- 
cline in  its  shares  at  New  York;  and  these  securi- 
ties were  yesterday  done  as  low  as  £17  upon  our 
exchange,  being  a depression  of  about  £2.  There 
appears  to  be  a trifling  demand  for  American  state 
stocks,  but  the  prices  have  not  improved.  The 
scrip  of  the  United  States  bank  loan  has,  however, 
been  done  at  8 premium. 

SPAIN. 

The  cortez  it  was  believed,  would  meet  Feb.  18. 
Madrid  was  quiet.  In  the  Gazette  we  find  the  re- 
port of  an  engagement  which  took  place  on  the 
20th  ult.  in  Catalonia,  between  Garbo’s  division 
and  3,000  men  under  Brujo.  The  latter,  driven 
from  their  positions,  left  43  killed  on  the  field.  The 
Christinos  had  only  six  killed  and  about  30  wound- 
ed. Cabrera  is  not  dead,  but  recovering. 

FRANCE. 

Paris,  Feb.  17.  Last  prices.  Five  per  cents. 
113f.  20c.;  three  per  cents.  83f.  20c.;  Rente  de  Na- 
ples, 104f.  15c.;  Portuguese  three  percents.  23  l-2f.; 
Belgian  three  per  cents.  71f.  55c. 

The  Moniteur  Parissien  of  Wednesday  night 
contains  the  annexed  telegraphic  despatch: 

“ The  sub-prefect  of  Bayonne  to  the  minister  of  the 
interior. 


“Bayonne,  Feb.  5. 

“According  to  the  news  from  Madrid  of  the  1st, 
the  Moderados  have  had  decidedly  an  important 
majority  in  the  general  elections.” 

The  above  advices  anticipate  those  of  the  30th 
ult.  which  have  reached  us  in  due  course,  through 
the  Madrid  papers  and  our  private  correspondence. 

The  Perez  de  Castro  Cabinet,  says  one  letter, 
was  overjoyed  at  its  success,  which  was  more  com- 
plete than  it  had  anticipated.  The  result  is  also  a 
great  triumph  to  the  French  influence,  as  the  Exal- 
tados,  in  despite  of  the  support  of  the  British  go- 
vernment in  the  Spanish  capital,  and  at  Espartero’s 
head  quarters,  have  been  defeated. 

The  Eco  de  Aragon,  of  the  1st  ult.  has  letter 
from  Mas  de  la  Matas  of  the  29th  ult.  The  com- 
mandant shot  by  Cabrera’s  orders  on  the  27th,  as 
a reprisal  for  the  shooting  of  a priest  by  Zurba- 
no,  was  of  the  Bourbon  regiment,  named  Sanchez 
Salvador.  He  had  been  removed  from  Cantervieja, 
and  was  executed  within  a quarter  of  a leauge  of 
Espartero’s  head  quarters.  The  sanguinary  Zur- 
bano  had  arrived  there,  and  to  the  disgrace  and  in- 
famy of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Christino 
army,  was  well  received.  We  cannot  but  admire 
the  impartiality  of  the  Morning  Chronicle’s  cor- 
respondence from  Mas  de  la  Matas.  Zurbano’s 
deeds  in  shooting  prisoners,  were  necessary  acts 
of  rigor,  whilst  those  of  Cabrera,  by  retaliation, 
were  cruel  and  ferocious.  What  is  barbarous  in 
the  Carlist  camp,  is  purely  political  in  the  Christi- 
no one,  for  the  queenites  are  patriots  and  the  roy- 
alists savages.  Cabrera  will  teach  Espartero  that 
although  there  is  a war,  all  are  Spaniards,  and  that 
an  equal  meed  of  justice  must  be  extended  to  all. 

We  have  received  the  Sud  and  Semaphore  of 
Marseilles,  of  the  4th  ult.  which  contain  many 
letters  from  Constantinople  and  Alexandria.  Pri- 
vate correspondence  from  the  two  last  mentioned 
capitals  has  also  reached  us,  and  we  have  additional 
information  to  that  which  we  published  on  Friday. 

The  semaphore’s  advices  state  that  the  count  de 
Pontois,  the  French  ambassador,  was  by  no  means 
in  the  favor  of  the  porte,  which  did  not  admire  the 
war  carrying  on  against  Abdel  Kader. 

Letters  from  Teheran  stated  that  the  shah  of 
Persia  had  no  intention  of  pursuing  his  designs 
against  Horat,  till  the  eastern  question  is  settled. — 
The  French  ambassador,  M.  de  Sercey  and  suite, 
had  arrived  at  Tabriz. 

The  Alexandria  letters  of  the  17th  ult.  describe 
the  great  preparations  for  hostilities  on  the  part  of 
Mehemet  Ali,  and  his  determination  not  to  give 
way  in  the  dispute  with  the  porte. 

A camp  is  to  be  formed  in  Lower  Egypt,  at 
Caiman,  about  four  leagues  from  Alexandria,  to 
consist  of  20,000  men,  which  corps  is  to  be  taken 
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from  the  crews  of  the  two  fleets,  amounting  to 
30,0011  Turks  and  Egyptians,  with  15,000  Bedouins 
and  a national  guard.  One  hundred  pieces  of  artil- 
lery have  been  sent  to  Syria,  and  the  pacha  was 
datly  inspecting  the  two  fleets.  The  Turkish 
crews  seem  quite  reconciled  to  the  service.  Some 
letters  attribute  these  warlike  movements  to  the 
resolution  of  the  pacha  to  oppose  the  European 
powers  vi  el  arrnis,  and  others  to  his  intention  of 
attacking  Constantinople  both  by  sea  arid  land. — 
The  latter  hypothesis  seems  quite  improbable;  but 
that  the  pacha  will  die  with  harness  on  his  back 
may  be  taken  as  certain. 

According  to  the  Alexandria  correspondence  of 
the  Paris  Temps,  the  viceroy  had  determined  to  re- 
establish the  quarantine  regulations. 

City,  12  o’clock.  “From  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
we  have  advices  of  the  loth  December  last.  All 
remained  quiet  on  the  frontier,  but  the  Boers  seemed 
determined  to  establish  an  independent  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory  of  which  they  had  taken  posses- 
sion. 

"An  end  has  been  put  in  some  measure  to  the 
suspense  which  has  existed  tor  many  days  past  as 
to  the  intentions  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
with  respect  to  the  government  treasury  bills,  which 
run  out  in  March,  by  the  publication  of  a notice 
*rom  Whitehall,  fixing  the  rate  of  interest  on  the 
‘dew  bills  to  be  olfered  in  exchange  of  those  paid  in 
at  1 3-4  per  cent,  per  diem.  It  was  expected  that 
some  increase  would  have  been  made  by  the  chan- 
cellor, in  oider  to  keep  up  the  market  value  of 
these  securities;  but  from  this  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  no  alteration.  The  consul  market  remains 
pretty  steady  and  the  price  for  money  on  the  27lh 
instant,  has  been  nearly  assimilated,  being  90  3-4 
to  90  7-8  for  the  latter.  Exchequer  bills  have  fal- 
len to  3 premium;  and  East  India  bonds  are  heavy 
at  1 discount  to  1 premium.  In  the  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  stocks  there  has  been  no  particular 
alteration. 

“Scarcely  any  business  has  been  done  in  the 
foreign  market.  Spanish  active  bonds  have  been 
heavy  at  26  3-4;  Portuguese  new  five  per  cents, 
are  nominally  at  34;  Brazil  stock  is  at  78  1-2;  and 
the  Dutch  two  and  a half  per  cents,  bring  52  3-4 
to  7-8. 

“The  rail-way  shares  were  in  better  request  yes- 
terday afternoon,  but  to-day  they  are  dull  again. — 
The  advance  obtained  yesterday  is,  however,  sup- 
ported. For  the  Great 'Western  shares  the  quota- 
tion has  been  1 1-4  premium,  for  the  new  shares  1-4 
premium,  and  for  the  Northern  and  Eastern  12 
discount. 

Paris  Feb.  9.  It  appears  from  a report  ol  Marshal 
Valee,  addressed  to  the  minister  of  war,  and  dated 
the  1st  of  February,  that  the  Arabs  have  expeii- 
enceil  another  check  in  the  environs  of  Blidah. — 
The  Arabs  passed  the  Ouadel-Kebir  in  the  night  of 
fe:  20th  of  January,  in  order  to  surprise  the  soldiers 
t iiployed  in  fortifying  Blidah.  They  were  repulsed 

with  great  loss  and  obliged  to  re-cross  the  river. 

The  French  had  65  killed  and  wounded.  The 
boats  from  Oran  and  Bona  had  not  arrived,  so  that 
the  marshal  had  no  news  from  these  two  provinces. 

[Le  Constilulionnel. 

The  Arabs  had  not  appeared  in  the  plain  of  Al- 
giers since  Dec.  81. 

There  were  56,000  French  troops  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Algiers,  preparing  for  the  expedition 
against  Abdel  Kader. 

A letter  from  Madrid  of  the  1st,  published  in  the 
Sentinelle  des  Pyrenees,  says:  “It  is  reported  that 
queen  Isabella  is  to  go  to  Valencia,  the  mild  cli- 
mate of  that  city  being  preferable  to  that  of  Madrid. 
The  young  queen  has  a very  delicate  constitution, 
and  it  is  possible  that  her  physicians  may  have  re- 
commended her  to  go  to  Valencia;  but  I much  doubt 
her  departure,  for  such  a resolution  would  be  im- 
politic, on  account  of  the  circumstances  that  might 
occur.  It  is  true  that,  contrary  to  custom,  she  has 
not  come  out  of  the  palace  for  several  days.” 

The  duke  de  Broglie  has  arrived  at  Paris.  Will 
he  assist  the  ministry.'  The  present  ministers  have 
probably  thought  of  the  combination  which  would 
give  them  a chance  of  living  some  months  longer, 
and  of  failing  with  a degree  of  eclat,  but  the  resist- 
ance of  M.  de  Broglie  is  real,  and  his  friends  will 
not  take  much  trouble  to  triumph  over  it. 

j Cour.  Francois. 

Constantinople , January  27.  The  great  news  of 
the  day  is  the  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  between 
.Russia,  England,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  who  have 
come  to  an  understanding  to  guarantee  the  integrity 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  porte  has  received 
official  advice  of  the  conclusion  of  this  alliance. 
The  news  brought  toM.  de  Boutenieff  by  the  steam- 
er from  Odessa  must  have  been  of  great  importance, 
inasmuch  as  the  garrison  of  the  last  named  city  was 
called  out  by  the  governor  to  break  the  icc  to  ena- 
ble the  steamer  to  leave  the  port. 


Canada.  Lord  John  Russell,  on  the  11th  of  Fe- i 
bruary,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Packingtou,  said  he  expect- 
ed a draft  of  a bill  for  the  union  of  the  two  Canadas, 
from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  the  course 
of  this  month,  as  it  was  to  leave  New  York  on  the 
1st  of  February.  As  soon  as  the  government  had 
considered  the  bill,  he  should  submit  it  to  the  house. 
The  noble  lord  further  stated  that  he  had  given  or- 
ders that  returns  in  reference  to  the  number  of  re- 
ligious denominations  in  Canada,  should  be  laid  on 
the  table.  The  noble  lord  added  that  he  was  not 
aware  that  sir  G.  Arthur  had  resigned  his  office  of 
governor  of  Upper  Canada. 

Prices  of  American  stocks  in  London  February, 
19th.  Alabama  5 per  cents  1859,  S0a82;  Illinois  6 
per  cents  1870,  30;  Indiana  fives  80a81;  Massachu- 
setts fives  1868,  102  1-2;  Ohio  lives  1850  a 1860, 
90;  Virginia  sixes  1844,  1357,82a83. 

Maryland  fives  84a85;  New  York  state  stocks 
1845,  1860,  86  l-2a87;  do.  city,  1851,  1860,  78; 
Pennsylvania  fives  1854,  1865,  78a78;  United  States 
bank  shares  £ 17. 

Mexican  dollars  4s.  10  14/1.;  do.  pillar  5s.;  Unit- 
ed Stales,  none;  doubloons  (Spanish)  77s. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

| PUBLIC  MEETING 

Of  the  opponents  of  the  present  administration,  held 

in  the  city  of  Washington,  Saturday,  Feb.  15,  1840. 

In  pursuance  of  public  notice  and  invitation,  giv- 
en through  the  public  prints,  a large  number  of  the 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  opposed  to 
the  present  administration  of  the  government,  and 
to  the  re-election  of  Martin  Van  Buren  as  president 
of  the  United  States,  assembled  at  the  old  theatre, 
in  Washington,  on  Saturday,  the  15th  instant,  at  11 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

The  meeting  being  called  to  order  bv  Ri- 
chard S.  Coxe,  esq  , gen.  Roger  C.  Weightman  was 
upon  the  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  appointed 
chairman. 

On  motion:  Raphael  Semmes,  of  Georgetown, 
Wiliiam  A.  Bradley,  William  L.  Brent,  Jacob  A. 
Bender,  Benj.  Ogle  Tayloe,  of  Washington,  and 
Samuel  Isaacs,  of  Alexandria,  were  appointed  vice 
presidents;  and  Wm.  Hay  man,  of  Georgetown,  and 
Richard  Wallach,  of  Washington,  secretaries. 

And  whereupon,  Mr.  Fendall  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  chairman,  to  draught  and  report  resolu- 
tions foi  the  action  of  this  meeting. 

Which  resolution  being  unanimously  adopted;  the 
chairman  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  on  the 
committee:  Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  Richard  S. 
Coxe,  Philip  R.  Fendall,  Jacob  Gideon,  jr.  Dr.Wm. 
Sothoron,  David  A.  Hall,  George  Watterston. 

The  meeting  being  theu  addressed  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  an  ad  journment  to  a more  convenient  hour 
and  day,  by  William  L.  Brent  and  Richard  S.  Coxe, 
esqrs.  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gideon,  adjourned 
to  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  ISth  insf.  at  7 o’clock, 
P.  M.  to  receive  the  reporl  of  the  couunttee;  at 
which  time,  and  at  the  same  place,  a general  atten- 
dance of  the  citizens  of  the  District  opposed  to  the 
present  administration  is  invited. 

William  Hayman, 

Richard  Wallach, 

ADJOURNED  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  February  18.  At  a quarter  past  seven, 
the  president,  general  Weightman,  having  taken 
the  chair,  read  a communication  from  Alexandria, 
stating  that  a large  number  of  the  citizens  of  that 
town,  intending  to  participate  in  the  meeting,  had 
engaged  a steamboat  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
them  to  this  city;  but  that,  on  account  of  the  densi- 
ty of  the  fog,  the  boat  would  not  venture  out. 

Mr.  Fendall,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  draught  and  report  resolutions  for  the  action 
of  the  meeting,  then  reported  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  though  placed  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  under  the  “exclusive  legislation”  of 
congress,  are  not  thereby  subjected  to  the  absolute 
dominion  of  the  federal  government,  or  of  any  other 
powei;  that  a condition  so  slavish  was  not  contem- 
plated by  either  their  parent  states  in  ceding  the 
territory  now  constituting  said  District,  by  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  in  authorising  congress 
to  accept,  nor  by  congress  in  accepting,  the  cession; 
that  at  any  and  all  times  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  a construction  of  that  instrument  in- 
volving an  anomaly  so  abhorrent  to  its  spirit  would 
have  been  repudiated  by'  congress  itself,  as  well  as 
by  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
none  of  them  moie  indignantly  than  by  the  people 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  from  which  states  this 
District  was  dismembered;  and  that,  however  im- 
provident may  have  been  the  omission  to  secure  to 
the  citizens  of  such  District,  by  a constitution  d 


1 tenure,  the  right  of  suffrage,  it  was  not  expected 
that  they  should  themselves  voluntarily  aggravate 
the  evils  of  the  omission  by  feeling  no  interest  in 
public  affairs;  nor  was  it  intended  to  debar  them 
from  giving  all  the  force  which  their  political  cir- 
cumstances might  permit,  to  their  opinions  on  the 
action  of  the  federal  government. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  on  the  contrary,  the  people  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  holding,  like  their  fellow  citizens  of  the 
several  states,  a deep  stake  in  the  liberties,  the 
honor,  and  the  prosperity  of  a common  country;  that 
whatever  may  be  the  degree  of  their  political  de- 
pression, the  lower  that  degree,  the  more  vital  is 
their  interest  in  wakening  national  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  rulers  irresponsible  to  themselves;  that 
as  their  position  is  peculiarly  favorable  for  observ- 
ing the  action  of  the  federal  government,  so  the  his- 
tory ot  the  federal  constitution,  their  own  particular 
concernment  in  its  administration,  and  their  general 
duties  as  citizens  of  the  union,  admonish  them  to 
impart  to  their  tellow  citizens  the  results  of  their 
scrutiny;  and  that  their  destitution  of  the  elective 
franchise,  instead  of  impairing  their  right,  or  ab- 
solving them  from  the  obligation,  of  taking  part  in 
national  affairs,  makes  it  their  bounden  duty  to  im- 
prove the  more  diligently,  and  to  exert  to  the  utter- 
most, the  moral  influences  of  their  locality'  as  the 
political  centre  of  the  republic. 

3.  Resolved,  That  though  constantly  observant  of 
the  action  of  the  federal  government,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  the  present  time,  and  though  occa- 
sionally differing  in  political  opinions  from  their 
rulers  as  well  as  among  themselves,  the  people  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  felt  no  sufficient  cause  for 
assuming  the  office,  contingently  devolved  on  them 
by  the  fathers  of  the  constitution,  of  sounding  an 
alarm  to  their  fellow  citizens,  until  a comparatively 
recent  period;  when  an  administrative  system  was 
introduced  by  president  Jackson,  and  inexorably'  en- 
forced during  his  two  official  terms,  operating  a 
practical  change  in  the  constitution,  and  subversive 
of  the  public  liberty,  the  public  morals,  and  the  pub- 
lic interests;  that  president  Van  Buren,  faithful  to 
his  pledges  “to  tread  generally  in  the  footsteps  of” 
his  “illustrious  predecessor,”  has  adopted,  acted  on, 
and  extended  this  system;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is 
our  duty  again,  and  in  yet  louder  tones,  to  “sound 
the  alarm”  to  our  countrymen. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  without  undertaking  to  detail 
all  the  causes  of  this  alarm,  we  deem  it  sufficient  to 
advert  to  the  following: 

The  augmentation  of  the  public  expenditures  to 
an  extent  w'holly  disproportionate  to  the  increased 
population  and  business  of  the  country: 

The  struggle  of  the  president  with  the  people  to 
obtain  perpetual  control  over  their  money,  which  his 
predecessor  had  unlawfully7  seized — a “pernicious 
project”  in  name,  sub-treasury  or  independent  trea- 
sury, but  in  substance  a treasury  bank,  independent 
of  the  people:  a project  which  is  obtruded  on  con- 
gress in  defiance  of  their  repeated  rejections  of  it, 
in  defiance  of  the  public  hatred  to  it,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  proved  loss  of  millions  to  the  nation  through 
the  infidelity  of  snb-treasurer$:  a project  enforced 
by  precedents  raked  up,  under  presidential  dicta- 
tion, among  despotic  governments  or  starving  com- 
munities; by  presidential  lectures  to  the  state  legis- 
latures of  his  own  free  and  heretofore  prosperous 
country,  denouncing  their  opposite  policy;  and  by 
presidential  charges  of  bribery  against  one  of  them: 

The  retention  in  office  of  proved  defaulters,  and, 
in  some  cases,  confessedly  on  account  of  the  politi- 
cal influence  of  themselves,  their  relations,  or 
fi  iends: 

The  dispensation  of  executive  patronage  on  the 
principle  that  the  public  offices  are  the  property  of  a 
party;  that  “to  the  victor  belong  the  spoils  of  the 
enemy;”  that  every  citizen  is  an  enemy  of  the  coun- 
try who  is  not  a vassal  of  the  president;  and  that  the 
true  object  of  government  is  “to  go  for  the  greatest 
share  of  the  spoils  to  the  greatest  number  of  the 
spoileis.” 

The  exercise,  by  the  president,  in  derogation  and 
even  in  contempt  of  the  co-ordinate  authoiity  of  the 
senate,  of  the  appointing  power,  which  was  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  on  the  president  and  se- 
nate jointly;  the  abuse  of  that  power,  and  of  the  re- 
moving power,  which  was  conferred,  not  by  the 
constitution  but  by  congress  on  the  president  sole- 
ly, in  “rewarding  his  friends  and  punishing  his  ene- 
mies;” thus  introducing  a remorseless  proscription, 
which  the  fathers  of  the  constitution  had  declared  in 
advance  to  be  ground  of  impeachment;  and  enforc- 
ing that  proscription  by  an  army  of  spies  and  in- 
formers; and  in  the  further  abuse  of  the  removing 
power,  committed  in  order  to  gain  possesison  of  the 
public  money,  in  dismissing  the  officer  to  whose 
charge  it  had  been  entrusted  by  the  people: 

The  interference  of  federal  officers  in  elections:  a 
party  service,  the  performance  of  which  has  been 
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offered  and  accepted  as  a valid  excuse  for  neglect- 
ing official  duty;  and  has  been  secured  in  the  prin- 
cipal city  of  the  union  by  a tax  on  the  salaries  of 
officeholders,  collected  under  the  penalty  of  dis- 
missal, and  expended  in  electioneering  for  the  presi- 
dent; the  defence,  on  principle,  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  by  partizans  of  the  administration,  of 
the  interference  of  federal  officers  in  elections,  after 
such  practices,  before  sturdily  denied,  had  been 
proved  by  sworn  witnesses;  the  now  received  doc- 
trine that  every  public  officer  holds  his  place  by  the 
tenure,  express  or  implied,  of  electioneering  for  the 
president;  and  the  sanction  which  the  president  has 
lent  to  that  doctrine  by  the  force  of  his  own  example 
in  abandoning  the  public  business,  and  on  one  occa- 
sion for  four  consecutive  months,  to  electioneer  for 
himself: 

The  doctrine  and  practice  of  the  executive  to  vio- 
late the  constitution  and  laws  at  pleasure,  on  the  as- 
sumption that  he  is  bound  to  obey  the  constitution 
only  as  he  chooses  to  understand  it,  and  to  obey  the 
Jaws  only  as  he  chooses  to  expound  them;  to  defeat 
the  will  of  the  people,  expressed  through  their  con- 
stitutional representatives,  on  the  pretence  that  he 
is  their  “ direct  representative;”  to  prevent  legisla- 
tion by  using  arbitrarily,  and  as  an  ordinary  execu- 
tive instrument,  the  veto  power,  which  had  been 
created  for  extraordinary  cases,  and  by  withholding 
legislative  bills;  to  forestall  legislation  by  menacing 
congress,  in  advance,  with  the  veto;  to  pervert  legis- 
lation by  a mongrel  species  of  veto,  approving  some 
parts  and  disapproving  other  parts  of  the  same  bill; 
to  originate  legislation;  to  strangle  congressional  in- 
vestigations of  public  abuses;  to  unsettle  decisions 
of  the  people,  made  through  their  appropriate  organs 
on  questions  of  constitutional  construction  and  other 
subjects;  to  bring  the  judiciary  into  public  odium 
and  contempt  by  the  employment  of  a member  of 
the  cabinet  to  write  down  in  the  newspapers  a 
solemn  judgment  of  the  supreme  court;  by  sanction- 
ing acts  and  declarations  of  high  officers,  claiming 
for  the  executive  the  despotic  power  of  dispensing 
with  the  laws,  and  threatening  the  judges,  should 
they  have  the  temerity  to  enfore,  against  his  will,  a 
law  of  the  land,  to  strike  the  process  of  their  officer 
dead  in  his  hands.  Each  of  the  foregoing  powers 
being  utterly  repugnant  to  our  free  institutions,  and 
the  aggregate,  even  to  the  genius  of  a limited  mo- 
narchy; 

The  purpose  of  the  executive  to  array  one  portion 
of  the  community  in  hostility  to  another,  by  official 
invocations  of  an  agrarian  and  anarchical  spirit — a 
spirit  shown  by  the  experience  of  other  countries 
and  of  all  ages  to  be  not  more  perilous  in  the  outset 
to  the  rights  of  property,  than  in  its  progress  de- 
structive of  personal  liberty: 

The  tendency  of  the  foregoing  and  other  princi- 
ples and  practices,  making  up  the  present  adminis- 
trative system,  to  concentrate  in  the  person  of  the 
president  all  the  powers  which  the  constitution  has 
distributed  among  the  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
diciary departments,  and  thus,  in  substance,  to  re- 
volutionize the  government  into  an  elective  mon- 
archy, “surrounded”  in  form,  only  “by  republican 
institutions:” 

The  tendency  of  that  system,  by  enlisting  on  the 
side  of  power  the  most  sordid  impulses;  by  its  sub- 
stitution of  factious  interests  for  the  general  good, 
and  by  its  hollow  and  fraudulent  pretences,  to  sap 
the  foundations  of  private  virtue  and  public  honor — 
a tendency  exemplified  in  its  gigantic  progeny  of 
peculations;  in  the  shameless  apostacies  of  public 
men;  in  the  sale  almost  in  open  market  of  political 
influence;  and  but  lately  in  the  deception  practised 
by  a cabinet  minister  on  the  carriers  of  the  mail  by 
smuggling  it  through  the  country  under  a false 
name;  a trick  which  has  been,  of  course,  officially 
defended  on  principle,  and  of  which  the  contriver  is 
not  the  less  honored  and  trusted  by  the  president: 

The  disastrous  effects  of  the  present  system  in  de- 
ranging the  currency,  palsying  the  enterprise, 
■withering  the  industry,  and  wasting  the  resources,  of 
the  country: 

The  mutilation,  in  the  senate,  of  a record  which 
the  constitution  and  their  oath  of  office  had  solemn- 
ly commanded  its  members  to  preserve: 

And  lastly — that  crowning  deed  of  party  mad- 
ness— the  ejection  by  one  portion  ot  the  members 
returned  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  another 
portion  of  the  members  so  returned;  the  exclusion, 
consequent  thereon,  of  a sovereign  state  of  the 
American  confederacy  from  her  constitutional  re- 
presentation in  that  house. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
the  American  people  are  called  on  by  the  highest 
and  the  holiest  considerations  which  can  animate 
human  action;  by  respect  for  the  memory  of  their 
fathers,  in  whose  blood  their  libeities  were  planted; 
by  loyalty  to  the  constitution  of  their  country;  by 
zeal  for  her  honor  and  regard  for  her  best  interests; 


by  gratitude  to  a kind  Providence,  whose  favor  has 
made  them  a great  and  happy  nation;  to  unite  in 
rescuing  her  now  and  forever  from  the  hands  of  the 
spoilers;  in  annihilating  that  stupendous  scheme  of 
imposture  called  “reform,”  but  meaning  public  rob- 
bery; and  in  producing  that  real  “reform”  on  which 
rest  the  hopes  of  this,  the  last  republic — a reform 
which  can  be  effected  only  by  removing  the  false 
reformers  from  power  so  long  and  so  direfully  abused. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  nominations  recently 
made  by  the  whig  convention  at  Harrisburg,  for  the 
offices  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  enthusiastic  response  which  the 
friends  of  liberty  have  made  to  those  nominations, 
we  see  every  guaranty  of  that  concert  of  action 
among  the  opponents  of  the  administration  which 
will  ensure  their  triumphant  success. 

7.  Resolved,  That  in  general  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, the  candidate  for  the  presidency,  we  recog- 
nise a patriot  whose  services  in  the  field  have  won 
the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  country,  and  the  applause 
of  legislatures,  presidents  and  the  most  competent 
judges  of  the  military  art;  who,  though  his  career  in 
arms  w'as  long,  perilous  and  eventful,  “never,”  we 
learn  from  a distinguished  political  opponent,  “sus- 
tained a defeat;”  whose  civil  services,  administra- 
tive, legislative  and  diplomatic,  have  proved  his  fit- 
ness for  the  highest  office  in  the  gilt  of  the  people; 
who  has  filled  situations  surrounded  with  opportuni- 
ties by  which  a man  in  the  smallest  degree  less  vir- 
tuous would  have  acquired  wealth,  and  yet  in  ho- 
norable poverty  left  them  all;  and  whose  purity  of 
heart  and  plainness  of  manners  peculiarly  adapt  him 
to  the  chief  magistracy  of  a republic. 

8.  Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  equal  gratification 
the  selection  of  John  Tyler  as  the  candidate  for  the 
vice  presidency;  a favorite  son  of  Virginia,  whom 
that  ancient  commonwealth  has  delighted  to  honor; 
and  who,  by  the  distinguished  ability  with  which 
he  administered  her  government,  represented  her 
sovereignty  in  the  senate  of  the  union,  and  dis- 
charged numerous  other  trusts,  as  well  by  his  spot- 
less and  high-minded  integrity,  has  shown  himself 
worthy  of  the  exalted  station  for  which  he  has  been 
named. 

9.  Resloved,  That  the  great  party  in  opposition  to 
the  present  administration,  by  the  promptitude  and 
manfulness  with  which  portions  of  them  have  sur- 
rendered cherished  preferences  for  individuals,  have 
demonstrated  that  principle  not  men— the  good  of 
the  country  and  not  personal  interests — are  their 
objects;  and  have  thereby  acquired  an  additional  title 
to  public  confidence. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  harmony  now  prevailing 
among  the  opponents  of  the  administration  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting,  mainly  attributable  to  one 
of  the  eminent  citizens  whose  claims  were  before 
the  Harrisburg  convention;  that,  by  at  once  and 
cordially  taking  ground  in  support  of  the  nomina- 
tions, he  has  added  new  glory  to  the  name  of  Henry 
Clay;  a name  associated  in  every  mind  with  all  that 
is  mighty  in  genius,  or  devoted  in  patriotism;  a 
name  shining  on  every  page  of  his  country’s  histo- 
ry for  more  than  thirty  years;  a name  identified  in 
every  land  with  the  cause  of  human  freedom. 

11.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
the  former  supporters  of  the  administration,  who  have 
withdrawn  their  confidence  from  men  whose  mea- 
sures their  judgments  had  ceased  to  approve,  de- 
serve the  title  which  they  have  won  of  “conserva- 
tives” of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  republic; 
that  it  i3  the  duty  of  the  original  opponents  of  the 
administration  to  extend  to  the  conservatives  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship;  and  that  a reform  in  the 
public  councils  can  be  effected  only  by  the  zealous 
co-operation  of  all  who  desire  a result  so  vital  to 
public  liberty. 

12.  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  aid  our  political 
friends  in  the  several  states  in  giving  effect  to  the 
Harrisburg  nominations,  a standing  committee,  con- 
sisting of  seventy-six  citizens  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, be  appointed,  with  authority  to  act  by  a 
majority',  to  fill  any  vacancies  which  may  occur  in 
their  body,  to  make  such  rules  for  their  organiza- 
tion and  action  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  to  se- 
lect from  their  number  an  executive  committee,  by 
which  shall  be  performed  such  duties  as  may  be 
entrusted  to  them  by  the  standing  committee;  and  to 
adopt  such  other  measures  as  in  their  judgment  will 
best  promote  the  objects  of  this  meeting:  and  that 
said  standing  committee  be  entitled  “the  republican 
committee  of  seventy-six.” 

After  reading  the  report  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Fendall,  in  a speech  of  considerable  length,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  in  support  of  the  resolutions, 
and  moved  their  adoption.  Mr.  Richard  S.  Coxe, 
seconded  the  motion,  and  also  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. 

General  Walter  Jones,  William  L.  Brent  and 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  esquires,  after  reiterated  calls, 
successively  addressed  the  meeting. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutions 
reported  by  the  committeed,  and  they  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr.  Fendall  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  carried: 

Resolved,  That  the  words  “any  twenty  of  whom 
shall  have  authority  to  act,”  &c.  be  substituted  for 
the  words  “with  authority  to  act  by  a majority,”  in 
the  12th  resolution. 

Mr.  Jacob  Gideon,  jr.  then  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  general  Walter  Jones  be  chairman 
of  the  standing  committee;  that  the  president  of  this 
meeting  be  a member  thereof;  and  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  and  vice-presidents  to  appoint 
the  remaining  members  of  such  committee,  and  to 
announce  the  names  of  the  persons  composing  it, 
in  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  George  Sweeny,  it  was  unani- 
mously 

Resolved,  That  the  young  men  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  opposed  to  the  present  -administration  be 
requested  to  organize  themselves,  and  appoint  a 
standing  committee  to  co-operate  with  the  stand- 
ing committee  appointed  by  this  meeting,  in  aiding 
their  political  friends  throughout  the  union,  by  tin 
dissemination  of  useful  information,  in  theirefforts  to 
promote  the  election  of  William  Henry  Harri- 
son as  president,  and  John  Tyler  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  depute  one  or  more  delegates  from  their  body  to 
the  national  convention  of  young  men,  to  be  held  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore  in  May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweeny,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  15th  instant,  for  the  able,  forcible  and  truly 
eloquent  resolutions,  framed  and  reported  by  them 
to,  and  adopted  by,  this  meeting;  and,  also,  to  the 
several  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  this  meeting; 
and  that  those  gentlemen  be  requested  to  write  out, 
as  nearly  as  they  can,  the  substance  of  their  very 
eloquent  speeches  for  publication  in  the  whig  and 
conservative  newspapers  of  the  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Carbery,  of  Georgetown: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  president,  vice- 
president  and  secretaries,  for  the  appropriate  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties  im- 
posed on  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Claxton: 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  signed  by  the  president,  vice- president  and  se- 
cretaries, and  published  in  all  the  whig  and  conser- 
vative newspapers  of  this  District. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bradley  then  rose  and  said  that,  in  the 
course  of  his  previous  remarks,  he  had  intimated 
an  intention,  before  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  ctter 
a resolution,  which,  although  it  did  not  perhaps,  im- 
mediately belong  to  the  occasion,  was,  in  some  re- 
spects germain  to  it.  Among  the  efforts  which  had 
been  made  by  the  administration  party  to  defeat  the 
election  of  general  Harrison,  nothing  had  filled  him 
with  more  surprise  than  the  vain  and  futile  attempt 
to  identify  the  opponents  of  the  administration  with 
the  abolitionists,  and  especially  to  number  general 
Harrison  with  them;  and  he  proceeded  to  show  the 
absurdity  of  such  a charge.  Independent  of  all  po- 
litical considerations  connected  with  the  policy  of 
the  general  government,  he  deemed  this  a fit  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  before  the  people  of  the  District — 
emphatically  the  people  of  the  District — a question 
of  most  momentous  interest. 

The  exclusive  legislation  ovc-r  this  District  had, 
by  the  constitution  and  the  acts  of  cession,  been 
vested  in  congress.  But  he  protested  against  the 
assumption  that  exclusive  meant  absolute  legislation. 
That  the  constitution  had  limited,  in  some  respects, 
the  extent  of  this  legislation,  and  that  there  were 
certain  great,  inalienable  rights  paramount  to  the 
constitution  itself  inherent  in  the  people.  Among 
them  was  the  right  of  property.  That  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  the  territory  now 
embraced  within  the  District  of  Columbia  was  a 
slaveholding  territory;  that  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  it  was  recognised  in  the  constitution,  and  the 
right  to  hold  slaves,  was  guarantied  to  its  inhabi- 
tants by  that  instrument;  that  this  right  was  in  no- 
wise diminished  or  impaired  by  the  acts  of  cession 
by  which  its  inhabitants  were  placed  under  the  ex- 
clusive legislation  of  congress;  that  exclusive  legis- 
lation meant  only  to  conclude  the  interference  of 
any  other  body  politic,  and  was  never  designed  to 
confer  a power  paramount  to  the  constitution,  under 
which  alone  it  existed. 

But  he  would  not  go  into  a discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject— it  was  neither  the  time  nor  place  for  such  dis- 
cussions; he  had  sought  such  an  opportunity  as 
this  when  thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens  were  as- 
sembled to  declare  his  own  opinions  on  this  subject, 
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and  to  ascertain  their  will.  That  already  the  do- 
mestic peace  of  families  and  the  good  order  of 
society  had  been  disturbed  and  deranged  by  the  ex- 
citements to  which  this  subject  had  given  rise;  that 
strangers  to  our  name,  strangers  to  our  institutions. 
Strangers  to  our  country  and  our  capabilities  and 
our  rights,  had,  year  alter  year,  assailed  and  ar- 
raigned those  rights,  and  it  was  time  for  us  to  speak 
out;  that  the  voice  of  three  thousand  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  must  have  some  effect  in  restrain- 
ing the  endeavors  of  those  people  and  teaching  them 
that  they  were  pursuing  a wrong  course,  that  he 
would  not  question  the  sincere  and  honest  convic- 
tions of  those  who  were  besieging  congress  on  this 
subject,  but  their  sympathies  were  wasted  on  a 
subject  which  could  not  be  touched  through  their 
prayers,  and  they  were  producing  many  of  the  worst 
evils  which  they  sought  to  avert. 

Mr.  Bradley  then  ottered  the  following  resolution, 
which  vvas  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  by  the  acts  of  cession  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland  the  tenure  of  property  within  this 
District  was  not  impaired  and  that  all  muniments 
received  additional  strength  and  protection  from  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Stales;  that  congress  has 
'0  ‘O  right,  under  the  constitution,  to  diminish  any  of 
the  safe-guards  by  which  this  tenure  is  surrounded; 
that  under  the  constitution  slavery  is  recognised  in 
the  territory  composing  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  congress  cannot  interfere  with  its  existence 
without  the  assent  of  the  citizens;  and  that  we  look 
upon  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists  to  obtain  the 
action  of  congress  on  that  subject,  as  a direct,  vio- 
lent and  unwarrantable  attack  on  our  rights,  and,  as 
such,  do  most  solemnly  protest  against  them. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  at  about  104  o’clock. 

R.  C.  WEIGHTMAN,  president. 

Raphael  Semmes,  n 

VV.  A.  Bradley, 

Wm.  L.  Brent,  y vice-president. 

Jacob  A.  Bender. 

Bent.  Ogle  Tayloe, 


The  delegates  from  Ross,  Pike,  Scioto,  &c.  came 
up  in  a fleet  of  27  boats  by  way  of  the  canal.  They 
numbered  nearly  two  thousand!  Many  other  coun- 
ties were  also  represented.  The  legislature  adjourn- 
ed over  till  Saturday,  not  liking  to  be  annoyed  by 
the  shouts  of  the  populace? 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  these  delegates  were 
called  from  breakfast  to  witness  the  entrance  of  the 
delegation  from  Fairfield  county.  On  they  came, 
carriages,  horsemen,  music,  banners  and  flags — in 
an  interminable  string — other  delegations  following 
close  upon  them — until  you  would  have  thought 
that  none  had  been  left  at  home.  Our  eyes  tired 
gazing  in  this  direction  long  before  the  rear  of  the 
triumphal  procession  could  be  seen.  But  we  were 
relieved  upon  looking  to  the  west.  The  road  was 
full  of  wagons,  carriages  and  horsemen — flags  too, 
were  flying,  banners  floating,  and  music  sounding. 
Ttie  Preble  banner  first  came  in  sight, — then  Clark 
with  her  “log  cabin”  and  its  occupants,  and  her 
numerous  representatives — then  the  “Mad  river 
trappers”  in  their  lodge — “coon  skins”  nailed  on  the 
sides,  and  the  roof  surmounted  by  buck  horns — fol- 
lowed by  a buckeye  “log  cabin”  from  the  same 
county;  on  the  side  was  a clapboard  sign  with 
“hard  cider”  inscribed  upon  it,  the  inhabitants 
wearing  hunting  shirts — those  upon  the  roof  show- 
ing the  same  garb.  A large  boat  filled  with  pas- 
sengers from  Guernsey  came  next. 

Long  before  this  immense  concourse  had  reached 
the  city,  we  were  attracted  by  music  and  parade  in 
the  north.  The  delegates  from  Wood,  Crawford, 
&c.  came  in  sight  with  the  most  imposing  display. 
Wood  appeared  with  a miniature  of  Fort  Meigs, 
upon  wheels,  drawn  by  six  horses.  Here  was  an 
exact  representation  of  the  fort  with  the  pickets 
and  block  houses,  made  from  a diagram  drawn  by 
an  officer  who  was  one  of  its  defenders  during  the 
siege.  Cannon  peeped  from  the  embrasures,  and 
one  of  the  pieces  was  fired  during  the  entrance  of 
the  miniature.  A number  of  the  delegates  garri- 
soned the  fort,  and  cheered  heartily  as  they  came  in. 
The  effect  upon  the  multitude  was  electric — they 
. . piled  shout  upon  shout  with  a vehemence  which 

1 lie  tollowing  is  the  committee  appointed  under  made  all  ring  again.  Crawford  county  came  next 

— her  banner  was  a “bold  bald  eagle  — a living  re- 
presentative of  our  country’s  emblem!  To  describe 


William  Hayman, 
Richard  Wallach 
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secretaries. 


the  12th  resolution: 

Republican  committee  of  seventy-six. 
Washington. 

1.  Walter  Jones,  chairman ,20.  David  A.  Hall, 


2.  Thomas  Allen, 

3.  Jacob  A.  Bender, 

4.  Chas.  W.  Boteler, 

5.  Joseph  II.  Bradley, 

6.  Wm.  A.  Bradley, 

7.  Wm.  L.  Brent, 

8.  Henry  J.  Brent,  ' 

9.  Joseph  Bryan, 

If.  Benj.  Burns, 

) , Richard  S.  Coxe, 

12.  George  Crandell, 

13.  Harvey  Cruttenden, 

14.  Richard  Cutts, 

15.  Willard  Drake, 

16.  Wm.  Easby, 

17.  P.  R.  Fendall, 

18.  Stephen  P.  Franklin, 

19.  Jacob  Gideon,  jr. 

Georgetown. 

39.  Henry  Addison,  49.  John  Myers, 

40.  Philip  T.  Berry,  *”  ~ ” 

41.  Robert  J.  Brent, 

42.  Lewis  Carbefy, 

43.  John  Carter, 

44.  Charles  E.  Eckell, 

45.  Wm.  Hayman, 

46.  Wm.  Jewell, 

47.  O.  M.  Linthicum, 

48.  Samuel  McKenney, 

Alexandria. 

53.  Harrison  Bradley, 

59.  Henry  Diingerfield, 

60.  Benj.  1'.  Fendall 
61-  Benj.  Hallowell, 

fl9.  Ill  I Hoc  Triirin 


21.  Joseph  Harbaugh, 

22.  Josh.  L.  Henshaw, 

23.  Seth  Hyatt, 

24.  Dr.  Wm.  Jones, 

25.  James  Marshall, 

26.  Alex.  McWilliams, 

27.  John  Purdy, 

23.  John  G.  Robinson, 

29.  Win.  W.  Seaton, 

30.  Samuel  Harrison  Smith, 

31.  Thomas  Stanley, 

32.  George  Sweeny, 

33.  Benj.  Ogle  Tayloe, 

34.  Thomas  L.  Thruston, 

35.  George  Watterston, 

36.  John  F.  Webb, 

37.  Wm.  Wilson, 

38.  R.  C.  Weightman. 


50.  Wm.  S.  Nicolls, 

51.  Raphael  Semmes, 

52.  Bennett  Sewell, 

53.  John  L.  Smith, 

54.  Walter  Smith, 

55.  Dr.  Wm.  Sothorn, 

56.  Dr.  P.  Warfield, 

57.  John  Wilson. 


62.  James  Irwin, 

63.  Samuel  Isaacs, 

64.  Benj.  S.  Kinsey, 

65.  Cassius  F.  Lee, 

66.  John  Lloyd, 

67.  John  W.  Massie, 


63.  Samuel  Messersmith, 

69.  Robert  H.  Miller, 

70.  John  Roberts, 

71.  Thomas  Semmes, 

72.  Stephen  Shinn, 

73.  Hugh  C.  Smith, 

74.  Edward  Snowden, 

75.  Robert  I.  Taylor, 

76.  John  Withers. 


OHIO  HARRISON  STATE  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Dayton  Journal. 

. February  21st  and  22 d.  Any  effort  to  convey  an 
idea  of  this  enthusiastic  convocation  of  the  people 
must  prove  a failure.  Nothing  but  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  immense  crowd  of  gen.  Harrison’s  friends 
which  came  together  at  Columbus,  and  of  hearing 
the  expressions  of  their  feelings  could  enable 
one  to  appreciate  the  overpowerin 
that  patriotic  throng. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  the  numerous  dele- 
gations which  had  arrived,  conveyed  the  impression 
that  a determination  prevaded  all  to  be  early  upon 
the  spot.  1 


any 
influence  of 


I 

the  delegations  that  followed  is  not  easily  done;  the 
throng  however,  was  immense. 

Turning  now  fo  the  south,  in  addition  to  the 
crowd  which  now  blocked  up  high  street  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  we  discovered  a large  body  of 
horsemen  (240)  from  a single  township  in  Franklin 
county.  Particular  delegations  were  again  lost 
sight  of  for  a time  as  they  came  streaming  in  from  all 
points  of  the  compass,  filling  the  streets  to  a perfect 
jam. 

Now  another  shoul  was  heard,  and  down  the  na- 
tional road,  dashed  a fine  brig  with  all  sails  set. 
She  hailed  from  Cleveland  and  had  been  plouging 
through  the  mud  during  the  greater  part  of  four 
day’s  passage.  “ Cuyahoga ” resounded  from  every 
quarter — and  well  did  she  deserve  the  plaudits  that 
seemed  to  rend  the  very  heavens!  The  dele- 
gation was  numerous. 

We  have  omitted  to  note  the  entrance  of  the  host 
from  old  Muskingum — the  hundreds  from  Greene — 
the  throng  from  Madison,  in  the  midst  of  which 
was  a canoe  drawn  by  six  horses.  Volunteer  com- 
panies in  uniform,  from  Chillicothe,  Zanesville,  and 
perhaps  other  places  w'ere  among  the  delegates. 

At  two  o’clock,  the  convention  was  called  to  or- 
der by  James  Wilson,  of  Jefferson  county;  gene- 
ral Reazin  Beall,  of  Wayne  county  was  chosen  pre- 
sident. We  extract  the  list  of  officers  from  the 
State  Journal: 

General  Beall,  upon  taking  the  chair,  made  a short 
but  animating  address  to  the  convention,  in  which 
he  referred,  in  eloquent  terms  to  the  services  of  gen. 
Harrison  under  gen.  Wayne,  under  whom  they  had 
both  served  together,  and  to  the  later  events  of  his 
varied  and  active  life. 

Vice  presidents.  1st  district,  Charles  S.  Clark- 
son, Hamilton  county;  2d  do.  Wm.  Carr,  of  Butler; 
3d  do.  Aurora  Spafford,  of  Wood;  4th  do.  Isaiah 
Morris,  of  Clinton;  5th  do.  Thomas  L.  Shields,  of 
Clermont;  6th  do.  John  C.  Bestow,  of  Meigs;  7th 
do.  John  Crouse,  sen.  of  Ross;  8th  do.  Forrest 
Meeker,  of  Delaware;  9th  do.  George  Sanderson, 
of  Fairfield;  10th  do.  Charles  Anthony,  of  Clark; 
11th  do.  Solomon  Bendy,  of  Belmont;  12th  do. 
David  Chambers,  of  Muskingum;  13th  do.  Daniel 
S.  Norton,  of  Knox;  14th  do.  Eleutheros  Cook,  of 
Erie;  15th  do.  Fiederick  Wadsworth,  of  Portage; 
16th  do.  Storm  Rosa,  of  Geauga;  17th  do.  Joseph 
Mause,  of  Columbiana;  18th  do.  Solmon  Markham, 
of  Stark;  19th  do.  Hugh  Downing,  of  Jefferson. 

Secretaries.  Chauncy  Dewey,  of  Harrison  coun- 
try; Robert  Buchanan,  of  Hamilton;  Thomas  M. 
Kelly,  of  Cuyahoga;  .Tames  Watson  Rilev,  of  Mer- 
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cer;  Smithson  E.  Wright,  of  Franklin;  Wm.  B. 
Thrall,  of  Pikaway;  Wm.  McNeely,  of  Belmont; 
Joseph  M.  Mason,  of  Monroe. 

General  Murphy  of  Ross  county  and  Thomas 
Ewing  addressed  the  crowd,  but  they’  could  not  be 
heard  by  more  than  one-fourth  the  assemblage  at  a 
time  and  were  obliged  to  speak  to  the  vast  num- 
bers around  them  by  sections.  Committees  were 
appointed  to  propose  a candidate  for  governor  and 
to  form  an  electoral  ticket — and  the  meeting  ad- 
journed till  10  o’clock  on  Saturday,  the  22d. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  nominating  com- 
mittee reported  the  name  of  Thomas  Corwin,  of 
Warren  county,  as  the  Harrison  candidate  for  go- 
vernor. And  the  convention  nominated  him  by  an 
unanimous  vote. 

The  committee  upon  the  electoral  ticket  reported 
the  following,  which  the  convention  appointed. 

Senatorial  electors. 

William  R.  Putnam,  of  Washington  county. 

Reazin  Beall,  of  Wayne  county. 

District  electors. 

Alexander  Mahew,  Hamilton  county 
Henry  Harter,  of  Preble. 

Aurora  Spaflord,  of  Wood. 

Joshua  Collett,  of  Warren. 

Abram  Miley,  of  Clermont. 

Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Gallia. 

John  J.  Vanmeter,  of  Pike. 

Aquilla  Toland,  of  Madison. 

Perley  B.  Johnson,  of  Morgan. 

John  Dukes,  of  Hancock. 

Otho  Brashear,  of  Guernsey. 

James  Raguet,  of  Muskingum. 
Christopher  S.  Miller,  of  Coshocton. 
John  Cary,  of  Crawford. 

David  King,  of  Madina. 

Storm  Rosa,  of  Geauga. 

John  Batty,  of  Carroll. 

John  Augustine,  of  Stark. 

John  Jameson,  of  Harrison. 

7he  procession. 

On  Saturday  morning  in  the  midst  of  a shower  of 
rain,  the  people  from  the  different  counties  pro- 
ceeded to  their  respective  stations,  preparatory  to 
forming  in  grand  procession.  Flags  and  banners 
were  seen  in  all  directions,  and  the  people  ol  Ohio, 
were  rallying  under  them  in  the  face  of  the  storm. 

The  uniformed  volunteer  companies  of  Colum- 
bus, Zanesville  and  Chillicothe  were  in  front  of  the 
line.  They  numbered  500  men,  and  made  a spen- 
did  appearance. 

The  Columbus  band,  in  a handsome  carriage 
drawn  by  four  horses,  next  followed,  playing  na- 
tional airs. 

Immediately  in  their  rear  was  a large  canoe  upon 
wheels,  drawn  by  eight  white  horses,  built  by  Win. 
Neil,  of  Columbus.  A goodly7  load  of  passengers 
were  on  board.  In  the  stern  was  a buckeye  tree  in 
full  leaf,  and  a large  banner  with  a portrait  of  gen. 
Harrison;  upon  the  reverse  of  which  was 
For  president, 

W.  H.  HARRISON,  OF  OHIO. 

For  vice  president, 

JOHN  TYLER,  OF  VA. 

Next  came  the  Hamilton  counly  delegation  with 
profusion  of  banners.  Among  them  was  one  of 
more  than  ordinary  attraction.  It  was  a represen- 
tation of  the  demand  of  Proctor  for  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Meigs,  most  beautifully  executed.  With 
this  inscription,  “gen.  Proctor  demands  the  surren- 
der of  this  post;”  and  the  reply  of  gen.  Harrison, 
“tell  your  general  that  its  capture  will  do  him  more 
honor  than  a thousand  surrenders.” 

The  banner  of  Montgomery  county,  representing 
a log  cabin  and  a barrel  of  hard  cider,  followed 
next,  as  also  a flag  borne  by  the  delegates  of  Miami 
township,  upon  which  was  inscribed,  “W.  H.  Har- 
rison the  hero  of  the  Thames” — John  Tyler  of  Va. 

The  delegates  from  Lorain,  shown  forth  most 
conspicuously,  each  bearing  a broom  labelled  “re- 
form the  reformers.” 

The  banner  of  the  Preble  delegation,  was  beauti- 
fully executed,  a spread  eagle  bearing  in  its  beak, 
“union  for  the  sake  of  the  union — Harrison  and 
Tyler;”  in  the  centre  “spirit  of ’76.”  On  the  re- 
verse— “the  people  are  coming.” 

Cuyahoga  county,  contributed  largely  to  the  beau- 
ty of  the  procession.  A full  rigged  brig  with  can- 
vass spread,  drawn  by  six  horses — one  of  the  crew 
casting  the  lead  and  giving  the  soundings;  a large 
banner  was  displayed  aft,  with  this  description,  W. 
H.  Harrison  the  farmer  of  North  Beud.  Mr. 
Lloyd,  the  representative  from  this  county  was  on 
board,  the  brig,  and  was  loydly  cheered  by  the 
crowd. 

Wood  county.  The  delegation  from  this  county 
i i vailed  all  others.  Their  beautiful  miniature  of 
Fort  Meigs,  drawn  by  six  horses  was  in  the  pro- 
cession. The  pickets,  block  houses,  gates  and 
mounted  ordnance  woie  all  represented  in  minia- 
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ture.  Within  the  pickets,  banners  waved  with  ap- 
propriate inscriptions. 

The  log  cabin  from  Clark  county  was  drawn  by 
six  horses,  with  a banner  in  front,  was  received 
with  enthusiasm.  The  roof  was  covered  with  de- 
legates whu  with  the  inmates,  were  loudly  cheered 
as  they  passed. 

The’  Crawford  county  delegation,  bore  a banner 
differing  from  all  the  rest — their  living  bald  eagle, 
perched  upon  a staff  ten  feet  high.  Loud  greeting, 
met  them,  wherever  they  passed. 

Licking  county.  The  delegates  from  this  coun- 
ty, in  addition  to  numerous  banners,  had  in  the 
procession  a minaiture  steamboat  on  wheels,  drawn 
by  six  l.orses,  tandem  fashion — the  steam,  was  up, 
we  should  judge  from  the  rapid  movement  of  her 
wheels,  and  the  cloud  of  smoke  that  rose  from  her 
chimney. 

A number  of  citizens  from  the  empire  state,  be- 
ing in  Columbus,  a station  in  the  procession  was 
allotted  to  them.  On  one  of  their  banners,  was  in- 
scribed. 

For  President 

GEN.  W.  H.  HARRISON,  of  Ohio. 

For  Vice  president — JOHN  TYLER,  ofVa. 

On  the  other 

Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  rise: 
f NEW  YORK  HAILS  IT!! 

Our  sufferings  is  intolerable. 

Log  cabin  banners,  from  counties  not  recollected 
shown  forth  conspicuously  in  the  procession — upon 
one  the  old  hero  was  represented  in  the  attitude  of 
taking  a mug  of  hard  cider!! 

Champaign  county  had  in  the  procession  a log 
cabin  made  of  buckeye  drawn  by  four  horses.  The 
occupants  appeared  to  be  cooking  their  dinner,  as 
the  smoke  was  curling  from  the  chimney. 

Madison,  was  there — her  delegates  piled  up  in  a 
large  canoe,  drawn  by  four  horses. 

Gurnsey.  The  delegates  from  this  county  were 
drawn  in  a boat,  by  foui  horses — appropriate  ban- 
ners streaming  in  the  wind. 

Ross  county,  represented  by  her  host  of  dele- 
gates, presented  divers  banners.  An  old  “TIN 
PAN”  with  the  bottom  knocked  out  and  the  sides 
stove  in,  top  covered  with  crape,  borne  by  a mem- 
ber of  this  delegation,  brought  forth  hearty  cheers 
from  the  multitude. 

Green  county  was  not  behind  her  neighbors.  The 
young  ladies  of  Xenia  presented  the  delegates  with 
a splendid  banner,  on  the  eve  of  their  departure, 
which  compared  with  any  in  the  procession.  The 
same  delegation  bore  another  banner  with  the  in- 
scription “ Old.  Green  is  here ” — “majority  in  ’36 
“1,000— “in  1840,  1,500!” 

The  “Mad  River  trappers”  from  Champaign 
were  drawn  in  a waggon  by  two  horses,  upon  which 
was  erected  a lodge  similar  to  those  used  to  protect 
them  from  the  weather  when  on  their  trapping  ex- 
cursions. On  the  sides  you  could  see  skins  stretch- 
ed out,  undergoing  the  usual  preparations  for  cur- 
ing, before  being  taken  to  market. 

During  the  march,  the  procession  was  greeted  by 
the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  scarfs  in  the  hands 
of  thousands  of  ladies  who  filled  the  windows.  The 
house  tops  were  covered  with  spectators,  and  the 
side  walks  were  literally  filled.  Sixteen  bands  of 
music  were  in  the  line!  which  extended  more  than 
a mile  in  length,  the  files  averaging  eight  men  a 
breast.  From  actual  count  the  number  in  proces- 
sion fell  but  a few  short  of  TWELVE  THOU- 
SAND! While  a number  nearly  as  large,  and  they 
delegates  to  the  convention,  were  not  in  the  line. 
The  total  number  of  the  people,  who  came  to  Co- 
lumbus to  attend  this  great  assemblage  of  the  friends 
of  gen.  Harrison,  is  estimated  (by  several  judicious 
men  who  took  much  pains  to'  make  accurate  cal- 
culations), to  reach  TWENTY-THREE  THOU- 
SAND! 

No  one  who  was  not  at  Columbus  can  form  any 
conception  of  the  heart  stirring  enthusiasm  which 
enlivened  every  one  who  attended  Ihe  convention. 
The  people  were  there  in  their  might.  The  “log 
cabins”  sent  in  their  thousands!  They  were  fully  re- 
presented— and  as  these  whole  souled  democrats 
joined  in  procession,  sinking  each  step  a foot  deep 
in  the  mud— you  could  have  seen  them  shaking  the 
long  tails  of  their  domestic  coats  and  flapping  their 
red  wamuses,  as  they  cried  out  in  dprision  of  loco- 
foco  slang— “HERE  GO  THE  SILK  STOCK- 
INGS.” 

There  are  a thousand  interestingparticulars  which 
might  be  added  to  this  account,  did  time  permit. — 
But  we  must  close.  Another  such  gathering  of 
people  may  not  be  witnessed  by  the  present  genera- 
tion. 

Van  Boren  electoral  ticket  of  Virginia. 
The  following  is  the  electoral  ticket,  selected  by 
the  late  Van  Buren  convention,  to  be  supported  by 
its  friends  in  this  state: 


Dist.  1 — Arthur  Smith,  of  Isle  of  White. 

2 —  John  Cargill,  of  Sussex. 

3 —  James  Jones,  of  Nottoway. 

4 —  Wm.R.  Baskerville,  of  Mecklenburg, 

6 — Charles  Yancey,  of  Buckingham. 

6 —  Richard  Logan,  of  Halifax. 

7 —  Achibald  Stuart,  of  Patrick. 

8 —  William  Jones,  of  Gloucester. 

9—  Austin  Brockenbrough,  of  Essex. 

10 —  John  Gibson,  of  Prince  William. 

11 —  J.  D.  Haly  burton,  of  New  Kent. 

12 —  Thomas  J.  Randolph,  of  Albemarle. 

13 —  Waller  Holladay,  of  Spottsylvania. 

14 —  Inman  Horner,  of  Fauquier. 

15 —  Hierome  L.  Opie,  of  Jefferson. 

16 —  Wm.  A.  Harris,  of  Page. 

17 —  Jacob  D.  Williamson,  of  Rockingham. 

18 —  Wm.  Taylor,  of  Rockbridge. 

19 —  Aug.  A.  Chapman,  of  Monroe. 

20 —  James  Hoge,  of  Montgomery. 

21 —  Wm.  Byars,  of  Washington. 

22 —  Benjamin  Brown,  of  Cabell. 

23 —  John  Hindman,  of  Brooke. 

Pennsylvania  democratic  state  conven 
tion.  The  democratic  state  convention,  which  as- 
sembled at  Harrisburg  on  Wednesday  last,  have 
brought  their  proceedings  to  a close.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  conven- 
tion as  a candidate  for  the  presidency.  Richard  M. 
Johnson  and  Wm.  R.  King  were  named  for  the 
office  of  vice  president,  and  on  putting  the  ques- 
tion to  vote,  Richard  M.  Johnson  received  107  and 
Wm.  R.  King  23.  The  following  persons  have 
been  nominated  as  presidential  electors,  viz:  Jas. 
Clark,  Geo.  P.  Leiper,  John  Thompson,  Frederick 
Stoever,  Benjamin  Mifflin,  Wm.  H.  Smith,  John 
Steinman,  John  Dowell,  Henry  Myers,  Daniel 
Jacoby,  Jesse  Johnson,  Jacob  Aisle,  Geo.  Christe- 
man,  Win.  Sheoner,  Henry  Dehuff',  Henry  Logan, 
Franklin  Smith,  Charles  McCloud,  J.  M.  Gem- 
mell,  G.  M.  Hollenbeck,  Leonard  P.  Frost,  John 
Foster,  jr.  William  Philson,  John  Morrison,  Wes- 
ley Frost,  Benj.  Anderson,  Wm.  Wilkins,  A.  R. 
Wright,  John  Finley,  and  Stephen  Barlow. 

And  the  following  persons  were  appointed  dele- 
gates to  the  national  convention,  viz:  William  T. 
Rogers,  J.  K.  Moorehead,  John  Filton,  Henry 
Horn,  William  Repperger,  John  Faulkrod,  Riah 
Fraiser,  John  H.  Brinton,  John  Engle,  Joseph  Fry, 
Henry  Chapman,  John  Westbrook,  John  Weaver, 
David  Shaw,  Simon  Cameron,  Robert  J.  Fisher, 
Moses  Maclean,  Henry  Fetter,  J.  B.  Asa,  Samuel 
F.  Headley,  William  A.  Petrikin,  Samuel  Dickin- 
son, Job  Mann,  L.'L/Bigelam,  Enas  Hook,  John 
Wuesher,  H.  H.  Van  Amringe,  John  Bredin,  N. 
P.  Fetterman  and  G.  A.  Irvine. 

Mississippi  democratic  state  convention. 
Extract  from  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  dated 
Jackson,  February  15,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  A convention  of  the  democratie  mem- 
bers of  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  and  citizens 
from  all  parts  of  the  state,  was  holden  in  the  repre- 
sentative hall  of  the  capitol,  on  yesterday  evening, 
for  the  purpose  of  nominating  electors  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  appoint- 
ing delegates  to  the  national  convention  to  be  held 
at  Baltimore  or  elsewhere,  to  nominate  candidates 
for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Drake, 

Hon.  Joseph  A.  Marshall,  of  Kemper  county,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  S.  R.  Adams,  esq.  of  Jasper 
county,  appointed  secretary. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  nominated 
as  candidates  for  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident to  wit: 

Hon.  John  A.  Quitman,  hon.  Joseph  A.  Marshall, 
col.  Chapman  Levy,  major  Rogert  Barton. 

The  convention  unanimously  nominated  Mr.  Van 
Buren  for  re-election  to  the  office  of  president  of 
the  United  States,  but  declined  expressing  any  opi- 
nion in  relation  to  the  vice  presidency,  leaving  the 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  free  to  exercise 
their  own  volition  in  casting  the  vote  of  Mississippi 
for  the  candidate  for  the  second  office  in  the  gift  of 
a free  people.  Col.  Polk  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
prominent  man  in  Mississippi  for  that  office;  but 
col.  King,  col.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Forsyth  all  have 
their  friends. 

The  lollowing  named  persons  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  national  convention,  to  wit: 

General  Thomas  Hinds,  hon.  Robert  J.  Walker, 
hon.  A.  G.  Brown,  hon.  J.  Thompson,  col.  M.  F. 
DeGraffenreid,  Joseph  Holt,  Joseph  Dunbar,  Ro- 
bert, Josselyn,  George  Fisher,  Hiram  S.  Runnels, 
William  Need,  gen.  Stephen  Cocke,  hon.  Hanson 
Alsbury  and  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Cartwright. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by  gen.  Drake,  of 
Rankin;  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Lowndes;  Mr.  Campbell, 


of  Yazoo;  Mr.  Miller,  of  Hinds;  Mr.  Besancon.of 
Tunica,  and  Mr.  Learned,  of  Jackson.  The  best 
feelings  pervaded  the  deliberations  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  the  ticket  nominated  for  electors  com- 
bines talents  and  strength  of  political  principal.  It 
will  undoubtedly  succeed  by  a majority  of  not  less 
than  5,000  votes,  and  probably  a much  larger  vote. 
“Old  granny  Harrison”  stands  no  earthly  prospect 
of  receiving  a single  electoral  vote  in  the  south- 
west. The  “petticoat  hero”  will  be  watertoeod. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  WEBSTER 

IN  ANSWER  TO  PARTS  OF  MR.  CALHOUN’S  SPEECH. 

In  senate,  March  3,  1840. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  as- 
sumption of  state  debts  being  under  consideration: 

Mr.  Webster  said  it  was  not  his  purpose,  at  pre- 
sent, to  enter  far  into  the  wide  field  of  debate  which 
was  opened  by  this  discussion.  Another  opportu- 
nity would  probably  present  itself  for  the  expres- 
sion of  his  opinions  upon  the  general  state  of  the 
country  and  the  measures  which  he  thought  to  be 
called  for  by  the  crisis.  My  single  purpose  now;, 
(said  Mr.  Webster),  is  to  make  a few  remarks  upcia 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina,  delivered  some  days  ago,  or,  rather,  upon 
some  of  the  topics  of  that  speech.  I had  not  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  speech,  but  I have  read  it 
attentively,  with  the  respect  due  to  the  subject  and 
to  the  author,  and  the  remarks  which  I propose  to 
make  upon  it  l desire  to  address  to  the  honorable 
member  himself,  and  his  Iriends  who  think  with 
him,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  country.  It  is  an  able 
speech,  showing  much  thought  and  reflection,  as 
well  as  much  acuteness,  and  exhibiting,  on  the 
whole,  a spirit  apparently  not  unkind  towards  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  country.  My  remaiks  shall 
be  in  the  same  spirit. 

I.  In  treating  of  protection,  or  protecting  duties, 
the  first  proposition  of  the  honorable  member  is, 
that  all  duties  laid  on  imports  really  fall  on  exports; 
tliat  they  are  a toll  paid  lor  going  to  market.  This, 
certainly,  is  not  very  obvious,  but  he  says  it  is  the 
received  and  settled  doctrine  of  the  south.  He  does 
not  argue  the  point  on  this  occasion;  he  only  slates 
it  as  the  fixed  belief  of  the  south.  I shall  not  argue 
it,  but  content  myself  with  saying  that  I have  never 
been  able  to  agree  to  this  doctrine.  The  question 
was  debated  with  much  ability  some  years  ago  be- 
tween my  honorable  colleague  and  a distinguished 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina — both  being  at  that 
time  members  of  the  other  house.  The  South  Ca- 
rolina doctrine  was  then  called  the  “forty-bale 
theory:”  and  the  result  of  the  discussion  certainly 
left  most  of  us  in  the  north  still  adhering  to  the,old 
doctrine,  viz:  that  when  duties  are  laid  upon  im- 
ported articles,  it  is  the  consumer  who  pays;  and, 
of  course,  that  each  part  of  the  country  pays  in  ex- 
act proportion  to  what  it  consumes.  We  think  that 
the  trade  outwards  has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with 
the  subject.  We  think  the  substantial  question  is, 
who  consumes  the  taxed  article?  I can,  indeed, 
conceive  a possible  case  in  which  this  general  truth 
might  be  qualified.  If  one  country  exported  to 
another  a raw  material  which  it  could  sell  no- 
where else,  and  which  no  other  country  could  fur- 
nish, why,  then,  so  far  as  duties  on  imports  affected 
the  sale  of  fabrics  manufactured  from  that  raw’  ma- 
terial, or  perhaps  other  articles  imported  into  the 
country  producing  it  as  its  equivalent  in  return,  so 
far  it  might  be  true  that  the  duties  would  have  an 
influence  to  check  exportation.  But  no  such  case 
exists  with  us.  The  south  and  the  west  sell  their 
cotton  both  at  home  and  abroad.  But  they  are  not 
the  sole  producers  of  cotton.  They  have  competi- 
tors. There  is  a market  on  both  continents;  and  in 
one  of  them  they  find  the  cotton  of  South  America, 
Texas,  India  and  Egypt,  in  a struggle  for  prices 
with  their  own.  Our  southern  and  western  states 
have  a fair  demand;  nothing  obstiucts  their  sales;  as 
in  all  other  cases,  the  prices  are  regulated  by  the 
supply  and  the  demand.  They  pay  no  duty  on  go- 
ing out,  and  if  they  can  produce  as  cheaply  as  others, 
they  can  afford  to  sell  as  cheap.  Their  commodity, 
sold  in  foreign  markets,  mingles  with  the  commerce 
of  the  world.  They  have  received  their  price  for 
it,  and  their  connexion  with  it  has  ceased.  Whe- 
ther it  comes  back  here  in  a manufactured  shape,  or 
goes  elsewhere,  is  no  matter  to  them,  as  mere  rais- 
ers and  sellers  of  the  article.  If  any  portion  of  it 
comes  back  here,  as  doubtless  it  does,  it  is  a por- 
tion which  has  been  purchased  in  the  general  mar- 
ket of  Europe,  manufactured,  and,  perhaps,  mixed, 
in  the  very  process,  with  the  cotton  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  reaches  our  shores  as  a foreign  article  for 
sale.  Foreign  labor  and  skill  have  become  incorpo- 
rated with  it,  and  constitute  its  chief  value.  At 
our  custom  house  it  is  made  subject  to  a duty,  which 
is  supposed  to  raise  its  price:  and,  it  seems  to  me,  if 
this  be  the  effect  of  the  duty,  it  is  its  whole  effect. 
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It  reaches  no  further.  I do  not  see  how  it  acts 
back  upon  the  original  grower  of  the  article  in  S. 
Carolina.  It  no  more  affects  the  cotton  grower  in 
South  Carolina,  except  so  far  as  he  is  a consumer, 
than  it  affects  the  cotton  grower  in  South  America, 
India  or  Egypt.  The  thread  of  causes  and  effects 
in  this  case,  if  there  be  any  such  thread,  becomes 
quite  too  fine  and  attenuated  to  be  felt  or  followed, 
from  the  higher  price  paid  by  the  consumer,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  duty,  back,  through  ail  the  inter- 
mediate stages,  to  the  influence  of  that  higher  price 
upon  the  original  cost  of  the  raw'  material.  The 
same  is  true  in  regard  to  all  imported  articles  not 
produced  from  the  exported  cotton.  How  is  it  pos- 
sible to  say  that  duties  on  such  articles,  iron  and 
woollen  cloths,  for  instance,  are  a burden  or  dis- 
couragement on  the  raising  of  cotton? 

But  suppose  I admit  the  South  Carolina  doctrine; 
suppose  I admit  that  duties  on  imported  merchan- 
dise really  fall  back,  and  become  a charge  on  the 
exports  of  the  country;  and  suppose  I admit,  what  is 
true,  that  cotton  grown  in  the  southern  states  con- 
stitutes a great  portion  of  our  exports — it  does  by 
no  means  follow  from  all  (his  that  the  burden  of 
these  duties  falls  on  the  south,  in  proportion  to  the 
exports  which  leave  its  ports.  And  the  reason  is 
this:  These  exports  are  not  altogether  the  result 

of  the  skill,  labor  or  capital  of  the  south.  Cotton, 
though  it  grows  exclusively  on  southern  fields,  is 
not,  in  truth,  a mere  southern  product.  Much  of 
the  labor  of  the  middle  and  northern  states  has  ming- 
led with  it  before  it  becomes  an  article  of  export.  It 
is  a joint  production,  to  which  many  parts  of  the 
country  contribute.  The  grain  growing  states  north 
of  the  Ohio  help  to  raise  and  to  export  cotton,  by 
furnishing  provisions  to  those  who  cultivate  and  ga- 
ther it.  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  do  the  same 
thing,  by  the  cattle,  horses,  mules  and  swine  upon 
the  foot,  which  they  supply  for  the  use  of  the  cot- 
ton plantations.  New'  England  does  the  same  by 
the  clothing,  furniture,  utensils  and  other  manufac- 
tured articles,  which  she  supplies  for  the  like  pur- 
pose. All  these  contribute  to  this  export  of  cotton. 
So  that  if  it  were  true  that  duties  at  the  custom 
house  on  imported  goods  are  a tax  on  exports,  that 
tax  would  not  fall  exclusively  on  the  south. 

The  value  of  this  export,  again,  in  the  foreign 
market  is  enhanced  by  the  cost  of  transportation. 
Freight  has  become  incorporated  with  it,  and  makes 
part  of  its  price.  At  present  prices,  freight  to  Eu- 
rope is  probably  equal  to  one-eighth  of  the  cost  of 
the  article  at  New  Orleans  or  Mobile.  This  freight 
is  a northern  earning;  and  to  this  extent,  therefore, 
the  navigating  interest  contributes  to  the  value  of 
the  exported  article.  So  that  duties,  if  they  were 
a tax  on  exports,  would  not  fall  exclusively  on  the 
south,  but  would  affect  the  grain-growing,  the  pro- 
vision-raising, the  stock-raising,  the  hemp-raising, 
the  manufacturing,  and  the  navigating  interests. 

But  the  more  we  trace  this  branch  of  the  business 
of  the  country,  or  any  other,  through  all  its  pro- 
cesses and  all  its  ramifications,  the  more  clearly  we 
shall  see,  I think,  that  the  old  rule  is  the  true  rule, 
and  that  duties  on  imported  goods  are  paid  by  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  exactly  in  proportion  to 
their  consumption. 

II.  Another  opinion  of  the  honorable  member  is, 
that  increased  production  brings  about  an  expansion 
of  the  currency,  and  that  every  such  increase  makes 
a still  further  increase  necessary. 

His  idea  is,  that  if  some  goods  are  manufactured 
at  home,  less  will  be  imported;  if  less  goods  be  im- 
ported, the  amount  of  exports  still  keeping  up,  the 
whole  export  being  thus  not  paid  for  by  the  import, 
specie  must  be  brought  in  to  settle  the  balance;  that 
this  increase  of  specie  gives  new'  powers  to  the 
banks  to  discount;  that  the  banks,  thereupon,  make 
large  issues,  till  the  mass  of  currency  becomes  re- 
dundant and  swollen;  that  this  swollen  currency 
augments  the  price  of  productions,  in  our  own  ma- 
nufactories, and  makes  it  necessary  to  raise  still 
higher  the  prices  of  their  products,  and  this  creates 
a demand  for  the  imposition  of  new  duties.  This, 
as  I understand  it,  is  the  honorable  member’s  idea. 

Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  several  things 
worthy  of  consideration  in  regard  to  this  supposed 
course  and  progress  of  things. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  far  from  being  always  true — 
I doubt  much  whether  it  be  generally  true — that 
importations  fall  off  in  consequence  of  carrying  on 
some  branches  of  manufacture  at  home.  Our  histo- 
ry certainly  shows  no  such  result,  looking  through 
the  whole  of  it,  for  twenty  years.  If  there  be  a 
large  export,  the  return,  if  not  made  in  one  article 
will  generally  be  made  in  some  other.  It  will  usu- 
ally happen  in  some  way  that,  taking  all  branches 
of  the  trade  of  the  country  with  all  other  countries 
together,  the  imports,  in  a series  of  years,  will  be 
about  equal  to  the  amount  of  exports,  and  the  earn- 
i ngs  of  freights.  We  have  now  a list  of  free  articles, 
of  some  of  which  the  importations  have  been  not 


only  large  but  extravagant;  quite  large  enough  at 
any  rate  to  absorb  exports;  and  quite  too  large,  in 
mv  opinion,  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  very  properly  admits  that  specie 
cannot,  for  a great  length  of  time,  set  towards  our 
country,  from  all  others,  to  settle  balances  of  trade, 
and  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  imports  in  relation 
to  exports.  Specie  does,  indeed,  come  to  pay  up  an 
occasional  balance  in  the  trade  between  a particular 
country  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  it  soon  goes 
away  again  to  supply  a deficiency  in  the  place  it 
came  from,  or  some  other  place.  There  are  vibra- 
tions in  trade,  and  gold  and  silver  correct  these  vi- 
brations. But  there  are  other  causes  which  some- 
times operate  with  more  violence.  Disorders  in  the 
currency,  an  expected  short  crop,  a political  crises, 
the  fear  of  war,  a panic  of  any  kind;  any  of  these 
things  is  able  to  disturb  the  natural  course  of  com- 
mercial dealings,  and  to  arrest  gold  and  silver,  while 
they  are  peaceably  performing  the  common  func- 
tions of  trade.  Hence,  if  we  see  a very  large  im- 
port of  specie  in  any  one  year,  it  does  not  necessa- 
rily follow  that  our  imports  have,  to  that  extent,  fal- 
len short  of  our  exports.  This  import  of  specie 
may  be  owing  to  one  or  more  of  the  extraneous 
causes  above  mentioned;  and  in  not  alluding  to  these 
causes,  I cannot  but  think  the  gentleman  has  over- 
looked a matter  very  important  to  be  observed.  In 
our  trade  with  some  particular  countries,  too,  the 
return  is  in  specie  in  a very  great  proportion.  And 
as  this  trade  is  very  irregular,  the  quantities  of  spe- 
cie received  from  it  in  different  years  are  very  une- 
qual. Thus,  in  1833,  the  whole  import  of  specie 
into  the  country  was  seven  millions;  the  next  year, 
1834,  it  was  seventeen  millions.  In  1836,  it  was 
thirteen  millions;  in  1837,  it  fell  to  ten  millions;  and 
in  1838  rose  up  again  to  seventeen  millions.  Such 
fluctuations  find  no  corresponding  alterations  cer- 
tainly in  the  general  balance  between  exports  and 
imports.  The  general  truth  is  undeniable,  that  the 
tendency  of  gold  and  silver,  in  the  ordinary  opera- 
tions of’commeice,  is  to  flow  to  that  country  which 
has  become  a creditor  country  by  the  excess  of  its 
exports  over  its  imports;  but  then  their  general  ten- 
dency is  so  often  diverted  or  arrested  by  the  inter- 
ference of  other  causes  that  the  amount  of  importa- 
tion or  exportation  of  specie  for  a given  year  is  not 
a criterion  by  which  the  balance  of  trade,  or  the 
amount  of  exports  compared  with  imports  for  that 
year,  can  be  decided. 

A great  portion  of  the  specie  imported  into  the 
United  States  comes  from  South  America  and  Cu- 
ba, by  way  of  New  Orleans  and  other  ports,  and 
is  the  return  for  provisions,  and  more  largely  for 
manufactured  articles,  shipped  to  those  countries. 
This  fact  is  important,  and  deserves  consideration 
in  acting  upon  all  subjects  of  this  kind.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly true  that  the  manufactures  of  the  country 
bring  into  the  country  a large  supply  of  specie  from 
South  America  and  the  West  Indies. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  in  maintaining  his  pro- 
position that  protection  leads  to  an  expansion  of  the 
currency,  argues  that  the  tariff  of  1828  turned  the 
balance  of  foreign  trade  in  our  favor;  that  this 
brought  in  specie;  that  the  like  cause  turned  the 
domestic  trade  in  favor  of  the  manufacturing  states; 
and  that  the  expansion  of  circulation,  of  which  he 
exhibits  tables,  in  those  slates,  is  thus  distinctly 
traced  to  the  effect  of  protection,  as  tending  to  bring 
gold  and  silver  into  the  country.  But  all  this,  I 
think,  admits  of  doubt.  Post  hoc,  ergo  propter  hoc, 
is  not  received  as  good  logic.  It  strikes  me,  this 
import  of  silver,  and  therefore  the  expansion,  so  far 
as  it  resulted  from  that  import,  is  quite  as  likely  to 
be  referable  to  the  other  causes  which  I have  al- 
ready mentioned.  The  specie,  it  is  said,  was  col- 
lected in  masses  in  the  north,  and  there  the  currency 
was  expanded.  But  was  it  not  expanded,  too,  in 
the  south?  The  gentleman’s  tables  only  show  four 
or  five  northern  states;  but  how  was  it,  and  how  is 
it,  in  the  cotton-growing  states?  Has  there  been  no 
expansion  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  or  less  ex- 
pansion in  those  states  than  in  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island?  It  will  be  found,  I think,  that  there 
was  the  least  expansion,  just  where  it  is  said  the 
specie  was  thus  brought  in,  by  the  course  of  trade. 

The  next  stage  in  the  gentleman’s  argument  is, 
Chat  this  supposed  expansion  of  the  currency  would 
increase  the  cost  of  producing  manufactured  articles 
at  home  How  increase  this  cost?  In  no  way  but 
by  increasing  the  price  of  labor.  Now,  I do  not 
learn  from  him  any  facts  showing  that  labor  rose, 
greatly,  in  price  after  the  tariff  of  1828.  If  it  kept 
up  to  what  it  had  been,  I incline  to  think  that  was 
all.  The  object,  and,  I think,  the  effect  of  the  tariff 
of  1828  was  not  so  much  to  raise  prices  high,  as  it 
was  to  keep  the  market  steady,  to  give  some  check 
to  the  extravagant  amount  of  foreign  importations, 
and  some  security  that  laborshould  receive  a reason- 
able reward.  That  is  all  that  was  asked.  But  the 
great  abundance  of  capital  abroad,  the  low  rate  of 


interest,  and  the  great  sacrifices,  which  were  wil-. 
lingly  made,  for  the  purpose  of  prostrating  our 
establishments,  called  for  some  security  and  protec- 
tion, or  we  were  not  likely  to  be  able  to  maintain 
competition.  And  we  are  always  to  remember 
that,  when  our  own  manufactures  shall  be  prostrat- 
ed by  the  extremely  low  prices  of  imported  goods, 
then  we  shall  be  immediately  obliged  to  pay  ex- 
tremely high  prices  for  those  same  imported  goods. 

The  fact  undoubtedly  is,  that  under  the  process  of 
protection  the  common  price  or  cost  of  goods  has 
become  less.  No  one  can  deny  that.  Every  body 
knows  that  goods  are  better  and  cheaper.  A man’s 
labor  will  buy  more  for  him  than  it  would.  This  is 
the  effect  of  competition.  If  we  take  out  of  the 
market  the  products  ol  our  own  labor,  who  does  not 
see  that  prices  would  rise  enormously?  Let  this  be 
tried  on  any  article.  Take  away,  for  instance,  all 
American  made  hats  and  shoes;  would  not  the  arti- 
cle be  immediately  doubled  in  price?  Reasonable 
protection  does  not  so  much  raise  the  price  of  labor, 
although  it  should  raise  it  in  some  degree,  as  it 
diverges  its  uses,  and  multiplies  its  employments. 
It  prevents  any  particular  channel  from  being  filled 
and  choked  up.  One  of  the  secrets  of  prosperity 
is,  that  there  shall  be  a considerable  variety  in  the 
pursuits  and  labors  of  men.  I fear  our  southern 
friends  do  not  feel  the  full  influence  of  this  im- 
portant truth.  For  my  part,  as  a well-wisher  to  the 
south,  I should  be  glad  to  know  that  there  were 
manufactures,  such  as  were  suited  to  their  wants, 
the  value  of  their  labor,  and  their  general  condition, 
in  every  country,  from  this  place  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

There  is  still  another  point  of  view  in  which  I 
wish  to  present  the  question  to  the  consideration  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  Suppose  the  southern 
states  to  produce,  every  year,  ttie  same  quantity  of 
cotton.  If  more  be  manufactured  at  home,  less  will 
be  exported.  Now  the  honorable  member  seems  to 
me  to  reason  as  if  the  whole  true  object  or  interest 
of  the  south  was  to  export.  But  certainly  this  can- 
not be  so.  The  object  and  interest  of  the  cotton- 
growing states  is  to  sell,  not  to  export.  If  they  find 
a customer  at  home  who  pays  a good  price,  their 
object  is  answered.  The  true  question,  therefore, 
in  this  respect  is,  not  whether  they  export  as  much, 
but  whether  they  sell  as  much,  and.  at  as  good  prices; 
and  unless  all  the  rules  of  trade  are  false,  the  fact  of 
there  being  two  markets  for  the  sale  of  a commodi- 
ty, instead  of  one,  tends  strongly  to  keep  up  and  to 
keep  steady  the  price  of  the  article  to  be  sold. 

III.  There  is  a third  general  idea  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman,  upon  which  I would  make  a few 
observations. 

It  is,  that  the  south  and  west  are  the  great  con- 
sumers of  the  products  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
north  and  east;  that  the  capacity  of  the  south  to 
consume  depends  on  her  great  siaples;  and  that  the 
sale  of  these  depends  mainly  on  a foreign  market. 

Now,  I have  already  said  that,  if  the  south  can 
sell  her  cotton,  or  part  of  it,  to  New  England,  for 
the  same  prices,  it  is  as  well  for  her  as  to  sell  it  ail 
to  Old  England.  Her  income  depends  on  the  price, 
not  on  the  place  of  sale.  If  an  export  of  sixty  mil- 
lions is  reduced  to  an  export  of  forty  millions,  in 
consequence  of  there  having  been  found  a market  at 
home  for  twenty  millions,  it  is  not  only  no  worse  for 
the  south,  but  is,  in  truth,  much  better.  This  is 
perfectly  plain;  and  I must  confess  it  has  always  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  the  strangest  thing  in  the  world 
that  our  southern  friends  should  look  with  jealousy 
and  ill-will  on  a market,  rising  up  in  the  north  and 
east,  for  their  own  great  staple — thus  not  only  giv- 
ing them  the  general  advantage  of  another  large 
market,  which  advantage  is  itself  always  great,  but 
giving  them  the  additional  advantage  of  a nearer 
market,  and  a more  certain  and  steady  market,  be- 
cause not  so  liable  to  be  disturbed  either  by  the  po- 
litical events  or  the  commercial  contingencies  of 
Europe,  I have  inquired  much  into  this  subject, 
and  I find  that  intelligent  merchants  in  New  Orleans 
and  Mobile  regard  the  home  market  as  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  cotton  planter.  The  eastern 
demand,  they  say,  comes  in  early,  takes  away  the 
first  part  of  the  crop,  and  helps,  therefore,  to  fix  the 
price,  and  to  fix  it  high.  Some  have  estimated  this 
advantage  as  equivalent  to  two  cents  on  the  pound 
of  cotton.  All  must  see,  I think,  that  it  is  a clear 
and  great  advantage,  and  I wish  the  subject  might 
be  calmly  considered  and  weighed  by  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  and  his  friends. 

But,  at  any  rate,  the  fact  that  some  portion  of  her 
annual  product,  instead  of  being  exported,  is  sold  at 
home,  cannot  possibly  diminish  the  capacity  of  the 
south  to  buy  and  consume  the  manufactured  articles 
of  the  east,  or  any  other  articles.  The  cotton  plan- 
ter sends  his  crop  to  NewYork,  it  is  there  sold,  and 
all  at  the  same  price.  How  does  it  affect  his  in- 
come, or  his  ability  to  purchase  what  he  wants, 
whether  all  his  cotton  so  sold  be  sent  to  Europe,  or 
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part  of  it  carried  to  be  manufactured  in  Massachu- 
setts? 

But,  now,  look  to  the  other  side.  Of  what  con- 
sequence is  it  to  the  north  and  east  that  the  south  is 
able  to  buy  their  productions,  if  overwhelming  im- 
pel tations  from  abroad  render  them  unable  to  sus- 
tain competition?  If  the  cheaper  labor  of  Europe 
underbids  them  in  every  thing — if  these  frequent  in- 
undations of  foreign  commodities  break  up  their 
establishments,  how  are  they  benefitted  by  the 
ability  of  the  south  to  buy  and  consume?  So  that, 
turn  it  as  we  will,  it  all  comes  back  to  the  steady 
price  and  security  of  labor.  And  all  the  theories 
lately  started,  and  pressed  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness, go  directly  and  necessarily  to  one  point,  and 
that  is,  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  labor.  On  this 
I might  say  much,  but,  at  present,  will  confine  my- 
self to  one  or  two  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  when  labor  is  employed,  labor 
can  consume;  when  it  is  not  employed,  it  cannot 
consume.  Who  buys  the  pork  and  the  lard  of  the 
northwestern  states?  Who  takes  the  corn  of  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  the  flour  of  the  latter 
state?  Is  it  not  the  north  and  the  east?  Virginia 
and  Carolina  have  no  better  customer  than  Massa- 
chusetts. To  say  nothing  of  the  amount  of  naval 
stores  received  from  North  Carolina,  and  used  by 
the  navigating  interest  of  the  east,  let  me  only  refer 
to  breadstuff's.  Two  millions  of  bushels  of  corn  and 
four  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour  have  been  im- 
ported into  the  single  city  of  Boston  in  one  year. 
Most  of  this  corn  is  from  North  Carolina  and  Virgi- 
nia, and  much  of  the  flour  from  Virginia.  I find  it 
has  been  estimated  that  upwards  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  have  been  paid  by  Massachusetts  for  bread- 
stuffs  imported  in  a single  year.  All  this  is  con- 
sumed and  paid  for  by  employed  labor.  Take  away 
employment  from  our  labor,  or  drive  it  from  its  ac- 
customed pursuits,  and  its  power  of  consumption  is 
at  an  end. 

But  not  only  does  the  protection  of  labor  in  the 
north  and  east  enable  it  to  buy  the  products  of  the 
south,  but  all  protection  of  labor  increases  general 
consumption.  Hence  we  find  that  the  manufacture 
of  many  useful  articles  at  home  does  not  diminish 
the  aggregate  amount  of  importations.  This  is  a 
very  important  truth,  and  all  our  history  confirms 
it.  I have  looked  at  the  tables  of  exports  and  im- 
ports, from  the  very  first  origin  of  this  government, 
and  I do  not  find  any  thing  to  countenance  the  idea 
that  imports,  in  the  aggregate,  fall  off  in  conse- 
quence of  protecting  labor  at  home.  There  were 
quite  as  great  fluctuations,  forty  or  forty-five  years 
ago,  as  there  have  been  since  the  tariff  of  1824.  A 
well-employed  and  prosperous  community  can  buy 
and  consume.  An  iil-employed  community  cajinot 
buy  and  consume.  This  is  the  solution  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  the  whole  science  of  political 
economy  has  not  one  truth  of  half  so  much  im- 
portance as  this. 

One  word  more.  The  experiment  of  low  wages 
has  been  often  tried.  We  see  it  going  on  now  in 
.Asia  and  many  parts  of  Europe.  My  colleague  ha3 
recently  given  us  a list  of  the  prices  of  labor  in  va- 
rious countries.  We  know  what  those  countries 
are,  and  what  the  condition  of  the  people  is. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  tried  the  experiment 
of  bi°'h  wages,  and  have  we  not  made  the  best  con- 
dition of  society,  for  the  general  happiness  of  all 
classes,  that  has  ever  existed  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth? 

IV.  A fourth  sentiment  of  the  honorable  member 
is,  that  the  removal  of  all  duties  increases  the  ex- 
portation of  articles  manufactured  at  home.  I can- 
not conceive  how  this  can  be  true.  If  foreigners 
can  beat  us  in  our  own  market,  they  can  beat  us 
elsewhere.  The  exports  of  domestic  articles,  in 
the  years  stated  in  the  tables  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  read,  are  not  at  all  referable,  I think, 
to  any  such  eaqse  as  he  supposes;  that  is  to  say, 
some  natural  cause,  necessarily  producing  such  a 
result.  The  truth  is,  that  prices  fell,  at  that  time, 
in  consequence  of  excessive  importations  from 
Europe,  and  the  holders  of  our  own  manufactured 
goods  were  obliged  to  get  rid  of  them,  by  exporta- 
tion or  otherwise,  in  the  best  manner  they  could.  It 
is  known  that  our  exports  of  manufactured  articles 
have  been  very  variable  and  irregular.  When  im- 
portations have  been  great,  and  prices  become  re- 
duced, then  exportation  has  taken  place.  Our  ma- 
nufacturers have,  in  many  instances,  shown  much 
skill  in  the  fabrication  of  articles  suited  to  foreign 
markets.  For  a while,  lliey  have  been  successful, 
in  some  degree;  but  the  English  have  always  been 
ready  to  imitate  them,  and  profit  by  their  example. 
If  a particular  article,  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  has  been  found  capable  of  being  sold  to  a 
profit  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  Soulh  Ameiica,  in 
India,  or  in  China,  the  English  manufacturer  has 
immediately  set  himselt  to  work  to  produce  a simi- 
lar article,  and  to  drive  the  American  article  out  of 


the  market,  by  a like  article  afforded  at  a lower 
price,  because  Ihe  result  of  cheaper  labor.  These 
English  articles  have  often  been  sold  as  American 
products.  The  stamp  of  “Lowell”  and  “Tremont 
mills,”  or  “Lawrence  mills,”  has  been  found  in 
Asia  and  in  South  America,  on  articles  manufac- 
tured at  Manchester. 

V.  Finally,  the  honorable  member  is  of  opinion 
that  the  whole  system  of  protection  was  prostrated, 
and  is  prostrated,  cut  up  root  and  branch,  and  ex- 
terminated forever,  by  the  state  interposition  of 
South  Carolina.  He  has  often  expressed  this  opi- 
nion before.  I only  take  notice  of  it  now,  as  he 
has  expressed  it  very  strongly,  and  as  it  leads  me 
to  fear  that  I have  been  wrong  in  the  expectation 
which  I have  been  willing  to  cherish,  that  he  him- 
self would  see  both  the  justice  and  the  political 
wisdom  of  giving  moderate  and  reasonable  protec- 
tion, and  of  continuing  it,  so  long  as  necessary,  to 
some  of  the  great,  leading  and  important  branches 
of  domestic  industry. 

I have  only  to  add  that  I wish  men,  of  all  parties, 
who  entertain  the  opinion  that  duties  on  imports  fall 
heavily  and  unequally  on  the  south,  would  calmly 
reconsider  that  opinion.  Look  to  the  great  article 
of  woollen  cloths:  where  are  they  most  consumed, 
because  most  necessary?  Our  laborers  cannot  and 
must  not  be  left  shivering  under  a northern  sky  with 
the  slight  clothing  which  may  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  laborer  of  the  south.  They  must  have 
woollens,  and  they  pay  the  price  for  them;  and  pay 
the  price  enhanced,  if  enhanced,  by  the  duties;  and 
pay  it  willingly,  for  the  sake  of  being  secured  in 
the  hopes  of  a reasonable  reward  for  their  labor. 
This  heavy  article,  one  of  those  which  pays  most 
revenue,  is  consumed  in  the  north,  out  of  all  pro- 
portion, more  than  in  the  south.  Look  to  iron, 
another  important  article.  The  remarks  applicable 
to  woollens  are  applicable  to  this  also;  and  the  more 
so,  as  the  manufacturing  districts  themselves  are 
great  consumers  of  iron.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
lead,  and  many  others  articles. 

Sir,  it  is  not  my  object  to  show  that  the  south 
does  not  pay  her  part  of  the  public  contribution.  I 
admit,  most  cheerfully,  that  she  does  pay  her  part; 
but  my  purpose  has  bean  to  show,  if  I could,  that 
she  does  not  bear  so  unequal  and  unjust  a por- 
tion of  the  public  burdens  as  the  gentleman  has 
supposed.  I am  quite  sure  that  a calm  and  dispas- 
sionate consideration  of  this  whole  subject  by  in- 
telligent and  enlightened  men,  on  either  side  of  the 
Potomac,  would  result  in  the  conviction  that  there 
is  really  no  such  wide  difference,  in  regard  to  what 
the  interests  of  the  different  parts  of  the  country 
require,  as  ought  either  to  endanger  the  security  of 
the  union  or  create  ill  will.  For  myself,  I fully  and 
conscientiously  believe  that,  in  regard  to  this  whole 
question,  the  interest  of  the  north  and  east  is  entire- 
ly reconcilable  to  the  real,  solid,  and  permanent  in- 
terest of  the  south  and  west. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  5.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  iti  compliance  with  aresolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  transfer  and 
sale  of  American  vessels. 

Also,  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Florida,  asking  a law  to  authorise  the  sale 
of  lots  in  the  town  of  St.  Marks. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  resolutions  from  the  state  of 
Mississippi  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and 
the  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands  to  ac- 
tual settlers,  and  approving  the  measures  of  the  late 
and  present  administrations;  which  were  read  and 
oidered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  citizens  of  Essex  county, 
New  York,  asking  a reduction  of  the  rates  on  post- 
age. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  N.  York,  asking  the  pas- 
sage of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  a memorial  asking  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a uniform  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  B.  took  oc- 
casion to  deliver  his  views  at  some  length  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  libra- 
ry, made  a report  on  the  subject  of  the  Madison 
papers.  (These  papers  are  printed  and  ready  for 
delivery). 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of 
the  petitions  from  Ohio  fora  national  road  from  the 
United  States  to  Columbia  river. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopt- 
ed: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what  further 


legislation  may  be  necessary  to  insure  the  prompt  and 
punctual  transportation  of  the  mail  between  Mobile  and 
New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  what  amount  of  money 
has  accrued,  being  the  five  per  cent,  fund  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  state  of  Alabama, 
received  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  6th  section  of 
the  act  of  congress  of  2d  March,  1819,  entitled  an  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  state  into  the  union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  states.  And  what  portion  of  the  three 
per  cent,  (parcel  of  said  five  per  cent,  fund)  authorised 
by  the  said  act  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  legislature  of  Alabama  has  been  paid  to  the  state  of 
Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorised  to  pay  out  of  the  contigent  fund 
of  the  senate  any  excess  of  postage  charged  upon  pack- 
ages directed  to  members  of  the  senate  upon  public  bu- 
siness. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Tappan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
allowing  compensation  to  Wm.  D.  Jones,  esq.  for  extra 
services  while  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico, 
and  during  the  absence  of  any  accredited  agent  near 
that  government,  and  that  Mr.  Jones’  letter  and  the  do- 
cuments accompanying  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Grundy  finished  his  remarks  on  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  against  the  assumption  of 
the  state  debts,  and  was  briefly  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
Tallmadge  and  Crittenden.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Webster,  the  subject  was  passed  over  infor- 
mal^', in  order  to  afford  Mr.  Havis  (then  indispos- 
ed) to  make  some  remaiks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchan- 
an's speech. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned. 

March  6.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  29th  January, 
covering  a repoit  of  the  officers  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion roll,  the  amount  received  by  each  and  the  na- 
ture of  their  disabilities,  &c.  also,  from  the  senate 
of  Florida,  a remonstrance  against  the  division  of 
the  territory,  unless  recommended  by  a majority  of 
the  citizens. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Grundy,  from  major  general  Gaines,  of 
the  United  States  army,  proposing  a system  of  na- 
tional defence. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  Philadelphia,  uniting  with  other  citizens 
in  asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law, 
and  stating  that  the  times  were  such  as  to  render 
necessary  the  adoption  of  some  such  measure. 

Also,  fifteen  memorials,  asking  that  a moderate 
duty  may  be  imposed  on  foreign  silk. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  following  resolution 
offered  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Tappan, 

Resolved,  That  the  47th  rule  of  the  senate  be  so 
amended  as  in  the  last  paragraph  to  read  thus:  “Two 
reporters  for  each  of  the  daily  papers,  and  one  lor  each 
tri-weekly  paper,  printed  and  published  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  whose  names  shall  be  communicated  in 
writing  by  the  editors  of  those  papers  to  the  secretary  of 
the  senate,  and  who  shall  confine  themselves  to  the 
seats  now  provided  tor  them.’’ 

A debate  on  this  resolution  sprung  up  which  was 
participated  in  by  Messrs.  Preston,  Tappan,  South- 
ard, King  arid  Sevier. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  being  taken,  there  appeared  for 
it  17,  against  it  25,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dixon,  Knight,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana, ^Southard,  Spence,  Tall- 
madge, Webster,  White — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Kinc,  Linn,  Lunmkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 25. 

Mr.  Preston  then  moved  to  strike  out  Washing- 
ton, and  insert  “Distiict  of  Columbia.” 

And,  on  this  motion,  Mr.  Preston  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays;  when  there  appeared  for  it  16,  against  it 
25,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  ICy.  Crittenden, 
DavisDixon,  Knight,  Merrick, Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Tallmadge,  Web- 
ster, Whi'e — 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard:, 
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King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 25. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution;  upon  which  question  Mr.  Tllamudge 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  when  there  appeared  for 
it  25,  against  it  16,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinsqn,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Wright — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Dixon,  Knight,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Tall- 
lnadge,  Webster,  White — 16. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  assump- 
tion of  state  debts;  when  Mr.  Davis  rose,  and  spoke 
in  vindication  of  himself  from  the  charge  of  miscon- 
ceiving or  misconstruing  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rejoined.  When  Mr.  Davis  again 
replied,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  Wlien 
Mr.  Preston  made  some  few  remarks,  and  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  King,  when  a general  discussion 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  King,  Preston,  Cal- 
houn, Buchanan,  Brown  and  others,  participated. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  an  adjournment.  He  thought 
it  better  to  vote  on  the  propositions  to-morrow,  as, 
from  numerous  amendments  moved,  and  substitutes 
offered,  the  subject  had  become  involved  in  diffi- 
culties. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  vice  president  stated 
the  question  as  he  understood  it  to  be. 

The  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
had  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee, by  adding  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  debts  of  the  several  states,  so  far 
as  they  are  known  to  the  senate,  have  been  contracted 
in  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  and  constitutional 
power  of  said  states  respectively,  and  that  there  is  no 
ground  to  warrant  any  doubt  of  the  ability  or  disposi- 
tion of  those  states  to  fulfil  their  contracts. 

For  which  amendment,  Mr.  Norvell  offered  the 
following  as  a substitute: 

Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  of  the  U.  States  is 
fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  correctness  of 
the  principles  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  it 
is  not  intended  thereby  to  create  any  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  states  to  contract  debts,  nor  of 
their  resources,  disposition  or  ability  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements which  they  have  contracted,  for  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  as  well  as  for  other  objects 
within  the  range  of  their  reserved  powers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Norvell’s 
substitute,  and  carried  by  a vote  of  25  yeas  to  18 
navs. 

It  was,  however,  suspended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, or  rather  considered  as  withdrawn  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  the  question  then  reverted  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  strike  out  all  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  the  committee,  and  insert  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  debts  of  the  several  states,  so  far 
as  they  are  known  to  the  senate,  have  been  contracted 
in  (he  exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  and  constitu- 
tional power  of  said  states  respectively,  and  that  there 
is  no  ground  to  warrant  anv  doubt  of  the  ability  or  dis- 
position of  those  states  to  fulfil  their  contracts. 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  just  and  proper  to  distri- 
bute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  states,  in  fair  and  ratable  proportions,  and 
that  the  condition  of  such  of  the  stales  as  have  con- 
tracted debts  is  such,  at  the  present  moment  of  pres- 
sure and  difficulty,  as  to  render  such  distribution  espe- 
cially expedient  and  important. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Tappan  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  he  should  take  no 
part  in  the  discussions  upon  the  amendments,  as  he 
should  vote  against  the  whole  of  the  resolutions, 
whether  amended  or  not,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
given  at  large  on  a previous  occasion.  He  should 
vote  upon  amendments  as  they  might  arise  as  a 
mere  preference  between  propositions,  and  without, 
in  any  vote  he  might  give,  intending  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  propositions  voted, 
as  he  could  by  no  act  of  his  give  any  sanction  or 
countenance  to  these  proceedings. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  when  there  appeared 
for  it  17,  against  it  28,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clav,  of  Kentucky,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Dixon,  Kight,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Spence, 
Taliinadge,  Webster,  White — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholas, Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  Williams, 
\V;  ight — 28. 

Mr.  Preston  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  committee  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  “resolved,”  and  inserting  the  following: 


Resolved,  That  the  debts  of  the  several  states,  so  far 
as  they  are  known  to  the  senate,  have  been  contracted 
in  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  and  constitutional 
power  of  said  states,  respectively,  and  that  there  is  no 
ground  to  warrant  any  doubt  ol  the  ability  or  disposi- 
tion of  those  states  to  fulfil  their  contracts. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Webster  and 
King, 

Mr.  Norvell  said  that  the  amendment  offered  by 
him,  and  voted  on  by  the  senate,  had  been  with- 
drawn with  the  general  understanding  that  no  other 
amendment  should  be  offered  until  a vote  was  taken 
on  the  resolutions  of  the  committee.  The  course 
taken  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
compel  him  to  move  the  proposition  which  he  had 
withdrawn,  as  a substitute  for  the  senator’s  amend- 
ment, and  he  accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  Preston  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  select  committee  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  assumption,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, by  the  general  government,  of  the  debts  which 
have  been,  or  may  be,  contracted  by  the  states  for  local 
objects  or  state  purposes,  would  be  unjust,  both  to  the 
states  and  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Prentiss  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “di- 
rectly or  indirectly,”  in  order  that  it  might  be  re- 
duced to  a simple  proposition;  and  advocated  it  at 
some  length. 

Mr.  Knight  appealed  to  the  gentleman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  introduced  these  resolutions  to  strike 
out,  so  that  he  might  vote  with  him  for  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Grundy  choose  to  retain  the  words. 

Mr.  Webster  again  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
W’as  lost  by  a vote  of  27  to  10. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  when  there  appeared  for  it 
6,  against  it  28,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Dixon,  Knight,  Phelps,  Pren- 
tiss, Ruggles — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert.  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 28. 

Mr.  Ruggles  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  “or  state  purposes.”  Mr.  R.  assigned  as  a 
reason  that  Ihe  debt  recently  incurred  by  the  state 
of  Maine,  in  defending  her  frontier,  might  be  con- 
sidered a state  debt,  and,  by  thi3  resolution,  the  fu- 
ture payment  of  it  debarred. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  as  his  colleague  had  objected 
to  this  resolution,  and  as  he  intended  to  vote  for  it, 
he  wished  to  give  a reason  for  so  doing.  He  con- 
sidered the  debt  incurred  by  his  state,  in  defending 
the  frontier,  as  not  the  debt  of  Maine,  hut  as  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,  which  would,  he  expect- 
ed, be  paid  without  hesitation  by  the  general  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Benton.  Certainly.  The  boundary  of  Maine 
was  the  boundary  of  the  United  States. 

A fter  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Ruggles 
anti  Wall, 

Mr.  Norvell  said  that  the  defence  of  the  state  of 
Maine  was  the  defence  of  the  United  States.  The 
protection  of  the  boundary  of  Maine  w'as  the  pro- 
tection of  the  boundary  of  the  United  States.  The 
expenses  incurred  in  that  defence  and  protection 
were  national  expenses;  and  he  could  tell  the  sena- 
tor from  Maine  (Mr.  Ruggles)  that,  if  he  came 
here  to  claim  reimbursement  of  the  moneys  ex- 
pended in  the  maintenance  of  her  boundary  rights 
against  a foreign  power,  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
a local  object  or  a state  purpose,  he  would,  in  his 
judgment,  go  back  without  success.  The  worthy 
colleague  of  the  senator  ( Mr.  Williams)  had  taken 
the  right  view  of  the  subject.  The  resolution 
against  the  assumption  of  the  state  debts,  contract- 
ed for  local  objects  or  state  purposes,  had  no  refer- 
ence to  such  cases  as  the  defence  of  a state  against 
foreign  aggression. 

Mr.  Ruggles  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment,  but  they  were  not  ordered,  and  it  was 
negatived  without  a division. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion as  reported  by  the  committee,  on  which  Mr. 
Grundy  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  anditwas  carried, 
30  to  1,  as  follows: 

YEAS— -Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson.  Benton,  Brown. 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clnv,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell.  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 30. 

NAY — Mr.  Smith,  oflndiana. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  read. 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  assumption  would  be  highly 
inexpedient,  and  dangerous  to  the  union  of  the  states. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Dixon,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  second  resolution — Mr,  Grundy 


asking  the  yeas  and  nays — and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Dixon,  Smith,  of  Ind.  White — 3. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

3.  Resolved,  That  such  assumption  would  be  wholly 
unauthorised  by  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  utterly  repugnant  to  all  the  ob- 
jects and  purposes  for  which  the  federal  union  was 
formed. 

This  question  was  also  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  resulted  in  the  same  vote  a3  the  preceding  one: 
yeas  29,  nays  3. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  t hen  read,  as  follows: 

4.  Resolved,  That  to  set  apart  the  public  lands,  or 
the  revenues  arising  thereform,  for  the  before  mention- 
ed purposes,  would  be  equally  unjust,  inexpedient  and 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  “resolved”  and  inserting: 

“That  the  assumption  of  such  debts,  either  openly, 
by  a direct  promise  to  pay  them,  or  disguisedly,  by  giv- 
ing security  for  their  payment,  or  by  creating  surplus 
revenue,  or  by  applying  the  national  funds  to  pay  them, 
would  be  a gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  wholly  unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
that  instrument.” 

Mr.  Grundy  consented  to  (he  amendment,  re- 
marking that,  as  the  senate  had  adopted  three  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was  fair 
that  the  original  mover  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  introducing  one  of  his  own. 

Mr.  While  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  aban- 
donment on  the  part  of  senators  of  the  only  practi- 
cal resolution  of  the  whole  series. 

Mr.  Norvell  then  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  the 
following: 

5.  Resolved , That  while  the  senate  of  the  United 
Stats  is  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  principles  contained  in  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions, it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  create  any  doubt 
of  the  constitutional  right  of  the  states  to  contract  debts, 
nor  of  their  resources,  disposition,  or  ability  to  fulfil  the 
engagements  which  they  have  contracted  for  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  as  well  as  for  other  objects 
within  the  range  of  their  reserved  powers. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken  by 
yeas  apd  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clnv,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
derson, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams, Wright — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Hubbard.  Pierce,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Su  ange,  Tappan,  White — 7. 

Mr.  Betts  then  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Resolved,  That  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands, 
or  the  proceeds  arising  therefrom,  is  unwise,  unjust, 
and  inexpedient. 

[Cties-of  “not  in  order.”] 

Mr.  Wright  hoped  it  would  not  be  made  a ques- 
tion of  order.  He  really  desired  to  see  whether  the 
senator  would  vote  for  his  own  proposition.  Why 
atso  late  an  hour  were  propositions  of  this  kind  put 
forth,  when  it  was  manifest  that  they  would  not  be 
sustained  by  their  movers? 

Mr.  Betts  said  his  object  was  fo  obtain  a direct 
vote  from  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  in  relation  to 
this  proposition.  Mr.  B.  followed  up  the  subject 
for  some  minutes,  giving  the  course  pursued  by  the 
friends  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Grundy  could  not  agree  with  the  senator 
from  New  York;  he  could  make  no  compromises, 
but  would  insist  on  the  point  of  order. 

The  vice  president  decided  the  question  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Prenliss  then  moved  to  further  amend  the 
resolution,  by  inserting  the  following: 

“But  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolutions 
is  to  be  understood  as  de.-.ving  or  questioning  the  right 
or  power  of  congress  to  make  an  equal  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  all  the  states, 
according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  deeds  of 
cession.” 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Dixon,  Prentiss,  Robinson, 
Smith,  oflndiana,  White — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clav,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundv, 
Henderson.  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin.  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  Wright — 25. 

So  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  assumption,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, by  the  general  government,  of  the  debts  which 
have  been  or  may  he  contracted  by  the  states  for  local 
objects  or  state  purposes,  would  be  unjust,  both  to  the 
states  and  to  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  assumption  would  be  highly 
inexpedient,  and  dangerous  to  the  union  of  the  states.' 
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3.  Resolved , That  such  assumption  would  be  wholly 
unauthorised  by  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  utterly  repugnant  to  all  the  ob- 
jects and  purposes  for  which  the  federal  union  was 
formed. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  assumption  of  such  debts, 
either  openly,  by  a direct  promise  to  pay  them,  or  dis- 
guisedly,  by  giving  security  for  their  payment,  or  by 
creating  surplus  revenue,  or  by  applying  the  national 
funds  to  pay  them,  would  be  a gross  and  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  and  wholly  unwarranted  by 
the  letter  or  spirit  of  that  instrument. 

5.  Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  is  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  principles  contained  in  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions, it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  create  any  doubt 
of  the  constitutional  right  of  the  states  to  contract  debts, 
nor  of  their  resources,  disposition,  or  ability  to  fulfil  the 
engagements  which  they  have  contracted  for  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  as  well  as  for  other  subjects 
within  the  range  of  their  reserved  powers. 

Mr.  Grundy  observed  that,  as  the  senate  had  now 
done  a pretty  good  day’s  work  in  the  passage  of  the 
report  and  resolutions,  lie  had  no  objection  to  ad- 
journ over  to  Monday;  which  being  agreed  to, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  9.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  containing  a report  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  war,  covering  a statement  of  the  surgeon 
general  in  relation  to  sites  for  marine  hospitals  se- 
lected under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1839. 

Also,  copies  and  translations  of  correspondence 
between  the  secrelary  of  state  and  the  Spanish  le- 
gation in  relation  to  the  reduction  of  tonnage  duty 
on  Spanish  vessels  in  certain  cases. 

Also,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  17th 
January,  copies  of  two  letters  received  from  the 
governor  of  Maine,  and  of  correspondence  relative 
thereto,  between  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox. 

The  correspondence  having  been  partially  read, 

Mr.  Williams  spoke  at  some  length,  but  inaudi- 
ble to  the  reporter.  He  concluded  by  moving  the 
printing  of  5,000  extra  copies,  to  be  appended  to 
that  before  published. 

Also,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  7th 
instant,  a communication  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  the  5 per  cent, 
fund  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  state  of 
Alabama. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  showing 
the  emoluments  and  expenditures  of  the  officers  of 
the  customs  for  the  year  1839. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  a large  number  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bank- 
rupt law. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  in 
relation  to  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  a post  route. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  from  a number  of  stock- 
holders of  the  Agricultural  bank  at  Natchez,  Mis- 
sissippi, residing  in  Philadelphia,  stating  that  they 
own  one  moiety  of  the  stock  amounting  to  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  petitioners  ask  some  further 
indulgence  for  the  moneys  due  the  government, 
and  state  that  they  were  induced  by  the  policy  of 
the  government  to  become  stockholders  in  the  in- 
stitution, and  therefore  have  the  tight  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence necessary  to  ensure  the  existence  ot  the 
batik. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  the  committee  on  finance  had 
already  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  that  subject. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  fact  of  the  committee  having 
reported  on  it  before  would  not  prevent  them  from 
looking  at  it  again.  It  would  take  very  little  time, 
and  there  might  be  additional  reasons  given  in  this 
memorial. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  several  individuals, 
asking  the  promotion  of  peace  among  the  nations  oi 
ttie  earth. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun,  from  citizens  of  Georgetown, 
S.  C.  asking  the  erection  of  a light- house  at  the 
mouth  of  Santee  river. 

By  Mr.  Tullmadge,  from  citizens  of  New  York, 
asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

By~Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  the  encouragement  of  the  cullure  ot  silk  by 
imposing  a moderate  duty  on  the  foreign  article. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  citizens  ofMissouii,  asking 
the  passage  of  a pre-emption  act. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Missouri,  ( hard  money 
men),  asking  that  congress  would  charter  no  cor- 
poration, and  asserting  that  paper  money  was  a vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  for  the  printing  of  10,000  ex- 
tra copies  of  papers  in  relation  to  the  salt  document. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  when  there 
appeared  for  it: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Wright— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Cathoun,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Henderson,  Knight,  Phelps,  Porter,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Williams— 14. 

Mr.  Spence  from  the  select  committee,  reported  a 
bill  authorising  the  publication,  by  Samuel  Forry, 
of  certain  papers  in  two  parts.  1st.  The  meteoro- 
logical and  statistical  register.  And  2d.  A collec- 
tion of  facts  in  relation  to  the  medical  topography 
of  the  military  posts,  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
troops. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reappropriating, 
by  law,  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  heretofore  made  by  congress,  “to  be  distributed 
among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  private  armed 
brig  General  Armstrong;  which  balance,  amounting  to 
$2,975  20,  was  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the  31st 
December,  1839. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  some  days  since,  in  relation  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  two  houses  of  congress.  The 
resolution  having  been  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  do  adjourn  their  respective  houses  sine 
die,  on  Monday,  the day  of  May  next. 

Some  remarks  were  made  on  this  resolution  by 
Mr.  Lumpkin,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Sevier  and  Mr.  Hubbard. 

Mr.  Sevier  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  was 
for  showing  to  the  country  that  he  desired  to  limit 
the  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cuth- 
bert, Dixon,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Phelps, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Tappan,  Wall,  White,  Williams — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  Sturgeon,  Wright — 
21. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Mien  and  Mr. 
CUty,  of  Ala.  Mr.  Allen  made  a motion  to  lay  it 
on  the  table;  and  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  were 
ordered;  when  there  appeared  for  it  19,  and  against 
it  23,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cuth- 
bert, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Phelps,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wall,  White,  Wright — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Ful- 
ton, Henderson,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Spence — 22. 

Mr.  King  moved  its  postponement  until  Monday 
next,  wben  more  time  would  be  had  for  reflection 
and  consultation,  and  he  hoped  that  gentlemen 
would  acceed.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  King  then  asked  leave  to  take  up  the  bill  re- 
gulating the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  port 
Cayenne,  in  the  colony  of  French  Guiana,  and  to 
remit  certain  duties;  which  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  bill  supplemental 
to  that  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain 
cases  was  taken  up,  and,  after  having  been  explain- 
ed by  Mr.  N.  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Wright  asked  to  take  up  the  “bill  the  more 
effectually  to  secure  public  money  in  the  hands  of 
officers  ami  agents  of  the  government,  and  to  punish 
public  defaulters.” 

He  had  been  under  the  impression  that  the  bill 
was  already  on  the  special  orders;  but  he  had  found 
himself  mistaken  in  his  conjecture.  His  object  in 
calling  it  up  now  was,  to  have  it  made  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow  week. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

March  10.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  the  southern 
part  of  Lake  Erie,  owners,  masters  and  agents  fof 
steamboats,  remonstrating  against  certain  parts  of 
the  law  in  relation  to  steamboats,  compelling  them 
to  have  chain  and  iron  tiller-ropes,  and  setting 
forth  the  danger,  inconvenience,  ike.  of  their  use 
on  the  lakes,  where  the  winds  are  high  and  bois- 
terous. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  use  of  bloodhounds. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  a large  number  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  asking  the  passage  of  a bankrupt 
law. 


By  Mr.  Wall,  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  in 
relation  to  a post  route. 

Also,  from  a number  of  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
in  relation  to  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  W.  would  take  that  occasion  to  state  that 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary  was  busily  engaged 
in  preparing  a bill,  which,  in  all  probability,  would 
be  ready  by  the  next  week. 

By  Mr.  Southard,  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
remonstrating  against  the  use  of  bloodhounds. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  New  York, 
in  relation  to  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from  numerous  citi- 
zens of  Schuyler  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  the 
encouragement  of  American  silk  by  imposing  a 
duty  on  foreign  silk,  and  such  other  modes  as  the 
wisdom  of  congress  might  suggest. 

Also,  five  memorials,  all  numeiously  signed,  de- 
precating and  remonstrating  against  the  use  of  blood- 
hounds in  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  C.  would  make  a single  remark,  and  that 
was,  that  lie  concurred  entirely  with  the  memorial- 
ists in  their  views,  and  that  the  memorials  may  be 
disposed  of  as  others  of  the  same  kind  were. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  tile  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a pre-emption  law. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  report  ot  the  Ala- 
bama commissioners,  made  to  the  legislature  of  the 
state,  exhibiting  the  progress  and  present  condition 
of  their  improvements. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi, asking  the.  approved  value  of  the  16th  sec- 
tion in  the  Chickasaw  purchase  for  the  use  of  com- 
mon schools,  to  be  ascertained  by  commissioners. 

Also,  soliciting  a grant  of  all  lands  in  Mississippi 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement  deemed  na- 
tional, with  power  to  the  state  to  graduate  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  thus  ceded.  Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Several  reports  from  committees  on  private 
claims  were  received  and  appropriately  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Norvell  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate,  if  in  his  judgment  compati- 
ble with  the  public  interest,  any  information  he  may 
possess,  or  which  may  have  been  received  by  any  de- 
partment of  the  executive,  touching  any  fortification  or 
military  works  which  have  been  constructed  within  the 
last  eighteen  months,  or  which  may  be  in  progress  of 
construction,  or  any  naval  or  military  armaments  which 
have  been  prepared  or  may  be  preparing  by  the  British 
authorities  along  or  near  the  northern  or  northwestern 
frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate 
a detailed  chronological  statement  of  the  purchase  of 
land  made  from  each  Indian  tribe  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States  since  the  establishment  of  the  present 
federal  government;  showing  the  successive  purchases 
in  each  tribe  separately,  with  the  whole  amount  given 
by  the  United  States  in  consideration  thereof,  whether 
in  money,  lands,  goods,  provisions,  or  aids,  or  in  any 
other  way  whatsoever — the  whole  to  be  arranged  un- 
der proper  heads,  with  such  remarks  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  exhibit  a just  view  of  the  full  amount  paid  and 
contracted  for,  to  be  paid  in  consideration  of  each  pur- 
chase, and  followed  by  a general  table  to  show  the 
total  of  the  purchases  and  payments  in  the  case  of 
each  tribe,  and  also  the’ aggregate  of  the  whole. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
severally  read  a (bird  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  damages 
sustained  by  individuals  in  the  wars  with  Indian 
tribes  since  the  year  1830,  was  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  -alter  being  debated  by 
Messrs.  Hubbard,  Grundy  and  Lumpkin,  it  was 
postponed  until  1 o’clock  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
relinquish  (he  revisionary  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  a certain  reservation  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama. 

This  bill  was  discussed  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
King,  Clay,  Sevier,  Webster,  White  and  others,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  it  was  passed  over  infor- 
mally, and  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and  soon  after  adjourned. 

March  11.  The  vice  president  submitted  to  the 
senate,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  30th 
December,  statements  showing  the  amount  of  du- 
ties received,  and  the  amount  of  drawbacks  paid  on 
the  same,  since  1833. 

Also,  resolutions  of  Florida,  asking  admission 
into  the  union,  and  deprecating  any  division  of  said 
territory. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi, asking  the  reduction  of  the  fees  of  (he  of- 
ficers of  the  U.  S.  court  in  that  state  to  the  standard 
established  in  the  state  courts. 
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By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Alleghany  river. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  silk. 

Also,  from  E.  Littell,  a plan  for  the  absorption  of 
the  banking  capital  of  the  country,  without  injury 
to  the  community. 

Also,  from  citizens,  remonstrating  against  blood- 
hounds. 

By  Mr.  White,  from  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing for  the  improvement  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  and  to  construct  a military  road  from  Fort 
Howard  to  Fort  Crawford,  and  to  make  Green 
Bay  a port  of  entry. 

By  Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  western  district  of  Tennessee,  asking  for  the 
holding  ol  another  term  of  the  U.  S.  court  for  that 
district. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  in  re- 
lation to  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Tullmadge,  from  citizens  of  Albany, 
against  admitting  Florida  into  the  union,  unless 
slavery  is  abolished. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  citizens  of  the  parish  of 
Rapides,  Louisiana,  asking  a mail  route  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Red  rivers,  as  high  as  Alexandria  or 
Natchitoches. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, remonstrating  against  the  surrender  of  the 
United  States  stock  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  citizens  of  the  Democratic 
Association  of  Washington,  asking  congress  to  take 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  of  the  District  to  re- 
sume specie  payments,  &c. 

By  Mr.  Lumpkin,  resolutions  of  Georgia  in  favor 
of  so  amending  the  constitution  as  to  authorise  the 
United  States  circuit  court  judges  to  surrender  fu- 
gitives from  justice. 

On  the  presentation  of  these  resolutions,  Mr.  L. 
addressed  the  senate  at  some  length,  as  did  Mr. 
Cuthberl;  Mr.  Williams  made  some  explanations. 
Ttie  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Wull  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain 
cases,  passed  February  24,  1839. 

Also,  a bill  to  enable  the  United  States  to  dis- 
charge liens  and  incumbrances  on  any  real  estate 
which  now  is  or  hereafter  may  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

Also,  a bill  to  regulate  the  legal  proceedings  and 
to  provide  for  the  more  speedy  trial  of  cases  in  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Michigan. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ion,  and  published  in  the  proceedings,  wus  taken  up 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  the  following,  on  which  he 
spoke  for  some  time  in  answer  to  propositions  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Calhoun  in  relation  to  the  protective 
system: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a bill 
declaring  that  the  act  of  March,  1833,  releasing  from 
duty  bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  table  linens, 
linen  napkins  and  linen  cambrics,  and  worsted  stuff' 
goods,  shawls  and  other  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of 
which  silk  is  a component  part,  of  chief  value,  coming 
from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing 
silk,  shall  not  be  so  constructed  as  to  include  umbrellas 
and  parasols. 

Mr.  Calhoun  responded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Knight. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  inform  the  se- 
nate what  is  the  present  state  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  existed,  and  the  arrangements  made,  or  attempt- 
ed to  be  made,  between  the  government  and  the  Che- 
rokee people:  and  that  he  communicate  to  the  senate 
the  papers,  documents  and  written  communications 
which  have  passed  between  the  war  department  and 
its  agents  and  the  said  Cherokees  and  their  chiefs,  to- 
gether with  such  additional  information  as  he  may  have 
received  since  his  last  report  on  the  subject. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive business,  and  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  5.  Mr.  Chinn  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a resolution  calling  upon  the  postmaster 
general  to  report  the  causes  of  the  irregularity  of 
the  mail  on  the  great  line  between  New  York  and 
New  Orleans,  what  measures  have  been  adopted, 
&c.  Objection  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Craig, 

Mr.  Chinn  said  the  question  was  one  of  import- 
ance to  the  whole  country.  And  he  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  Which  motion  having  been 
put,  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 


Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a resolution  making  the  treasury  note  bill  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow  at  one  o’clock,  and  of  each  suc- 
ceeding day  at  the  same  hour  (Mondays  excepted) 
until  disposed  of.  Objection  having  been  made,  Mr. 
Jones  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Graves  remarked  that  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  not  be  dispensed  with,  because  it  would  only 
occupy  near  a half  hour  of  tire  time  which  was  al- 
lotted for  committees  to  make  their  reports;  where- 
as, if  the  business  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  its  re- 
gular channels,  the  treasury  note  bill  will  come  up, 
in  all  probability,  in  the  regular  course  of  things, 
during  the  present  day.  The  first  business  is  the 
bill  for  removing  the  Red  river  raft,  upon  which  the 
previous  question  is  called.  The  next  business  will 
be  to  refer  the  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table, 
all  of  which  can  be  despatched,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  can  then  bring 
up  his  treasury  note  bill;  but,  before  that  is  done, 
Mr.  Graves  said  lie  hoped  the  friends  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill  would  take  some  step  with  their  favo- 
rite measure  and  have  it  referred;  so  as,  in  a short 
time,  it  may  come  before  the  house  for  discussion. 
These  measures  would  all  come  up  in  their  regular 
order  in  a very  few  hours,  if  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration would  suffer  business  to  progress  in  its 
regular  order,  instead  of  occupying  the  time  with 
such  vexatious  motions,  intended  for  effect  before 
the  country. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  as  anxious 
(and  so  were  all  the  gentlemen  who  acted  with 
him)  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, (Mr.  Graves) 
could  be  that  such  a step  should  be  taken  as  would 
be  best  calculated  to  bring  the  sub-treasury  bill  be- 
fore the  house  at  the  earliest  possible  day  consistent 
with  the  public  interest;  and  at  the  first  practicable 
moment  he  would  move  to  take  the  bill  from  the 
speaker’s  table  and  refer  it  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  where  it  would  be  considered  and 
reported  on,  he  thought,  in  a short  time.  Whilst 
he  would  make  no  pledge  as  to  the  time  at  which 
it  would  be  taken  up,  he  repeated  that  he  should  be 
anxious  to  have  it  considered  and  acted  upon  at  the 
earliest  moment  consistent  with  the  public  interest. 
He  regarded  it  as  a most  important  measure;  and  it 
was  one  which  should  not  be  passed  over  by  any 
agency  of  his. 

Mr.  Briggs  submitted  to  the  chair  that  all  this  de- 
bate was  out  of  order. 

The  speaker  said  he  had  not  considered  the  ques- 
tion as  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  had  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 
He  would  now  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Briggs  made  an  inquiry  of  the  chair  as  to  the 
state  of  the  business  on  the  speaker’s  table;  and  the 
speaker  having-responded  thereto.  Mr.  B.  desired 
to  inquire  of  the  chair  whether,  after  the  morning 
hour  had  expired,  and  the  bills  on  the  speaker’s  ta- 
ble had  been  disposed  of,  it  would  not  then  be  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  move  to 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole?  The  speaker  re- 
plied affirmatively.  Mr.  Jones  adhering  to  his  mo- 
tion— Mr.  Russell  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  fix  another  day  than 
to  morrow,  that  being  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  had  expected  Monday,  and  that 
was  all  he  could  consent  to. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  103,  nays  73 — (two-thirds  not 
voting  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports,  commencing  with  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  where  the  call  had  been  suspend- 
ed yesterday.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  reports 
were  made,  (almost  exclusively  on  cases  of  indi- 
vidual claims),  accompanied  by  almost  as  many  bills 
for  the  relief  of  individuals. 

Amongst  them  was  a resolution,  reported  by  Mr. 
Rice  Garland  from  the  committee  of  claims,  autho- 
rising that  committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  com- 
mittee on  so  much  of  the  public  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures as  relate  to  the  department  of  war,  to 
employ  a clerk;  and  limiting  the  compensation  to 
$ 4 per  day. 

After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were,  yeas,  95,  nays  85.  So  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired — Mr.  Briggs 
moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said 
that,  before  the  orders  of  the  day  were  announced, 
he  desired  to  make  a report  from  the  committee  ol 
elections.  Mr.  Rice  Garland  objected.  The  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired.  The  speaker  said  the  gentle- 
man could  only  make  a report  by  consent. 


Mr.  Campbell  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  present  the  report,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
the  decision  of  the  chair  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  could  not  make  a report  except  dur- 
ing the  morning  hour?  or  whether  the  words  of  the 
resolution  “to  report  forthwith”  did  not  authorise 
the  report  to  be  made  at  any  time?  The  speaker 
replied  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  report  could  only 
be  made  when  the  committee  of  elections  was  called 
in  regular  ordpr. 

Mr.  Chapman  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if 
the  house  refused  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  the  call  for  reports  of  committees  would  not 
be  continued?  The  speaker  said  it  would. 

Mr.  Campbell  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule. 

And  Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
now  receiving  the  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  that  the 
house  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas’  83,  nays  104. 
So  the  house  refused  to  pass  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
And,  thereupon,  the  speaker  proceeded  with  the  call 
of  the  committee  for  reports. 

The  reports  of  the  standing  committees  continu- 
ed to  occupy  the  house  till  pass  5 o’clock;  when 
reports  of  select  committees  were  called:  and  these 
having  all  been  received,  the  chair  announced  that 
reports  from  the  committee  of  elections  would  be  in 
order.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from  that 
committee,  then  made  a report,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  house,  declaring  the  opinion  of  that 
committee  that,  upon  the  evidence  before  it,  a 
majority  oflawliil  votes  were  given  at  the  late  elec- 
tion for  members  of  this  house  in  New  Jersey  to 
the  five  members  whom  the  official  certificate  of  the 
governor  and  council  does  not  recognise. 

After  the  report  had  been  read  in  part,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  general  consent  the  further  reading  be 
dispensed  with;  and  the  reading  being  suspended, 
and  the  chair  hearing  no  objection  to  the  course  pro- 
posed, Mr.  Fillmore  rose,  was  recognised  by  the 
chair,  and  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  this  house  did,  by  a resolution  adopted  on 
the  23th  February,  1840,  among  other  things,  direct 
the  committee  of  elections  “to  report  forthwith  which 
five  of  the  ten  individuals  claiming  seats  from  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  received  the  greatest  number  of  lawful 
votes  from  the  whole  state  for  representatives  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  at  the  election  in  1833  in  said 
slate.” 

And  whereas  this  house  had  previously  referred  evi- 
dence to  that  committee  tending  to  show  that  the  poll 
at  South  Amboy,  in  said  state,  at  said  election,  was  not 
held  according  to  law,  and  that  numerous  votes  given 
at  said  election  were  unlawful,  because  the  persons 
voting  had  no  legal  right  to  vote,  and  the  parties  to  said 
contest  are  now  absent  from  this  city  with  the  consent 
and  under  the  authority  of  said  committee,  taking  tes- 
timony in  said  case,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
who  received  the  greatest  number  of  lawful  votes  at 
said  election  in  said  state.  And  whereas  certain  de- 
positions alleged  to  have  been  taken  by  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  said  contest,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of 
said  committee,  in  a sealed  envelope,  were  addressed 
to  the  speaker  of  this  house,  tending  to  show,  as  is  al- 
ledged,  that  the  polls  at  South  Amboy  were  not  held 
according  to  law,  and  that  unlawful  votes  were  taken 
at  said  poll.  And  whereas  said  committee,  in  acting 
on  the  said  resolution  of  this  house,  refused  to  consider 
any  portion  of  said  evidence,  but  determined  to  report, 
and  have  reported,  simply  the  number  “of  votes  ad- 
judged to  have  been  given  to  the  several  claimants  by 
the  governor  and  privy  council  of  New  Jersey,  together 
with  those  returned  by  election  officers  of  the  township 
of  Millville,  in  Cumberland  county,  and  South  Amboy, 
in  Middlesex  county,  to  the  clerks  of  said  counties  re- 
spectively,’’ without  inquiring  whether  said  votes  were 
lawful  or  not 

Therefore  resolved,  That  said  report  be  recommitted 
to  said  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  and  re- 
port to  this  house,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  which 
five  of  the  ten  claimants  to  the  vacant  seats  in  this 
house  from  said  state  received  the  greatest  number  of 
lawful  votes  at  the  last  congressional  election  in  said 
state. 

J he  proposition  of  Mr.  Fillmore  being  received, 
the  further  reading  of  the  report  was  then  demand- 
ed; and  the  report  having  been  read  through,  the 
question  was  stated  on  the  proposition  submitted 
by  Mr.  Fillmore. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  rose  and  inquired  what  was  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house,  and  was  answered  that  it  was 
the  proposition  submitted  by  Air.  Fillmore.  He 
then  addressed  the  chair,  wras  recognised,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  house:  when 

Mr.  Fdlmore  rose  and  claimed  the  right  to  address 
the  house  on  the  proposition  he  had  made  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  member. 

The  speaker  decided  that  Mr.  Fillmore  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor,  and  to  speak  to  his  proposition  in 
preference  to  any  other  member,  if  he  chose  to  claim 
that  right. 
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From  this  decision  Mr.  Duncan  toolc  an  appeal 
to  the  house;  when  the  speaker  stated  that,  if  the 
appeal  were  sustained  by  the  house,  he  should  then 
decide  Mr.  Petrikin  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

And  then,  at  haif  past  6 o’clock,  a motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Profit  that  the  house  do  adjourn. 
[Negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  90  to  71.] 

The  question  recurred  on  the  appeal;  when  the 
previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Petrikin,  de- 
manded, put  and  carried.  The  main  question  was 
then  put  accordingly,  viz:  “that  the  decision  of  the 
chair  do  stand  as  tire  judgment  of  the  house,”  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  88. 

The  floor  was  then  given  to  Mr.  Petrikin , when 
he  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Fillmore 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “whereas,”  with 
which  it  commences,  and  inserting  as  follows: 

“It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions that  Philemon  Dickerson,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Daniel 
B.  Ryall,  William  R.  Cooper  and  Joseph  Kille  received 
the  greatest  number  of  lawful  votes  cast  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  at  the  election  holden  in  that  state  for  re- 
presentatives in  the  26th  congress. 

Resolved , Philemon  Dickerson,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
Daniel  B.  Ryall,  William  R.  Cooper  and  Joseph  Kille 
are  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives as  members  of  the  26th  congress;  and  that  the 
speaker  of  the  house,  on  their  presenting  themselves, 
qualify  them  as  such;  provided  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent  the  investigation  into  said  elec- 
tion from  being  continued  on  the  application  ol  the  five 
claimants  for  said  seats.” 

And,  after  debate,  the  previous  question  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Petrikin-,  and  then,  at  half  past  7 
o’clock,  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hopkins  that 
the  house  do  now  adjourn.  [Negatived,  yeas  75, 
nays  92.] 

A call  of  the  home  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Prentiss-,  when  at  8 o’clock  a motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Howard  that  the  house  do  adjourn,  and  carried 
by  85  votes  to  72. 

And  so  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday , March  6.  Mr  Gates,  of  New  York,  ask- 
ed permission  to  make  an  explanation  in  a matter 
personal  to  himself. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  objected. 

Mr.  Granger  said  that  it  was,  he  believed,  unpre- 
cedented to  deny  a gentleman  the  right  of  making 
an  explanation  in  vindication  of  his  character  in  a 
matter  personal  to  himself;  but  as  the  request  had 
rnet  with  opposition,  he  would  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Smith  withdrew  his  objection;  and 

Mr.  Gutes  made  his  explanation  respecting  a 
misstatement  which  had  appeared  in  a printed 
speech  of  Mr.  Bynum’s  respecting  his  having  been 
the  editor  of  an  abolition  paper  at  the  north  when 
certain  paragraphs  appeared  in  it  which  Mr.  B.  had 
quoted.  Mr.  G.  had  not  then  been  the  editor,  nor 
had  he  written  or  seen  the  paragraphs  referred  to. 

Mr.  TV.  Cost  Johnson  apprehended  the  explana- 
tion was  going  to  trench  on  the  rules  of  the  house 
which  forbade  all  discussions  on  abolition. 

Mr.  Gates  assured  him  to  the  countrary, 

Mr.  Bynum  explained,  and  the  subject  was  drop- 
ped. 

Mr.  Petrikin  modified  the  amendment  he  had 
moved  last  night,  and  on  which  he  had  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Everett  demanded  the  reading  of  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  elections.  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected. 

Mr.  Campbell  appealed  to  Mr.  Petrikin  to  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  question,  so  as  to  al- 
low all  the  testimony  to  be  printed,  and  the  entire 
subject  postponed  to  a day  certain.  Mr.  Petrikin 
declined. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  stated  that  the  mino- 
rity of  the  committee  of  elections  were  desirous  of 
presenting  a counter  report. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
house  to  enable  him  to  introduce  a resolution,  (in 
the  nature  or  having  the  effect  of  a protest  against 
the  proceedings  of  the  house  on  the  New  Jersey 
question.  On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
this  purpose  Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  95, 
nays  112.  So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

The  chair  ordered  the  documents  accompanying 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  elections  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  he  had  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Petriken)  to  withdraw 
his  motion  for  the  previous  question,  but  in  vain. 
He  now,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Fillmore,  with  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Petrikin,  on  the  table. 

The  chair  reminded  Mr.  Campbell  that  that  mo- 
tion, if  it  prevailed,  would  carry  the  report  itself  to 
the  fable. 

Mr  Campbell  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion. 


The  reading  of  the  papers  commenced,  and  hav- 
ing proceeded  some  time,  Mr.  Everett  withdrew 
his  call  for  the  reading,  and  it  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Rives  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  suspend  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  till  Tuesday  next,  and  to 
make  it  the  special  order  for  that  day  at  12  o’clock, 
and  so  to  continue  every  day  at  that  hour,  till  the 
subject  should  be  disposed  of? 

The  chair  replied  it  could  only  be  done  by  uni- 
versal consent.  Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  inquired  whether  the 
previous  question  had  been  withdrawn?  The  chair 
replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Rives  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  make  the 
report  the  special  order  at  1 o’clock.  Objection 
being  made.  Mr.  Rives  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

Mr.  Bell  rose  to  order,  and  insisted  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr  Pelrikin  .was  out  of  order,  as  it 
had  no  relation  to  Mr.  Fillmore’s  resolution,  to 
which  it  had  been  moved. 

The  speaker  replied  that,  on  examination,  he  had 
himself  come  to  the  same  conclusion;  but  as  action 
had  since  been  had,  it  was  now  too  late  to  raise  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  Bell  contended  that,  as  no  decision  had  yet 
been  had  on  the  resolution  or  amendment,  it  was 
not  too  late  for  the  chair  to  revise  its  decision. 

Mr.  Turney  opposed  that  view,  and  referred  to  the 
previous  practice  of  the  house. 

At  this  point,  the  morning  hour  having  expired, 
Mr.  Monroe  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  should  not  appeal. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  still  insisted  that  it  was  not 
too  late. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Rive’s  motion 
(o  suspend  the  rules,  but  it  failed:  yeas  110,  nays 
94.  (Not  two-thirds.) 

[On  the  name  of  Mr.  Everett  being  called,  he  in- 
quired whether  the  previous  question  was  with- 
drawn? The  speaker  informed  him  it  was  not. 
Mr.  E.  said,  then  I answer,  no.] 

The  residue  of  the  day  (it  being  now  two 
o’clock)  was  taken  up  in  the  discussion  of  a point 
of  order,  complicated,  greviously  complicated  in  its 
character. 

The  speaker  (by  general  consent)  had  presented 
to  the  house  a certain  paper,  understood  to  be  testi- 
mony relating  to  the  contested  election  in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  which  had  been  referred,  on  motion,  to  the 
committee  of  elections.  This  having  been  done  in 
the  manner  in  which  communications  on  the  spea- 
kers tables  are  usually  disposed  of, by  a formal  mo- 
tion, indeed,  but  without  general  attention  having 
been  called  to  the  import  of  the  paper;  and  the 
speaker  being  in  the  act  of  passing  to  other  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  document,  at  the  same  time  submitting  amo- 
tion that  it  be  printed.  Mr.  Petrikin  objected. 

The  speaker  said  the  paper  had  already  been  re- 
ferred, and  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  was  not  in 
order,  except  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Everett  suggested  to  Mr.  Fillmore  that  he 
could  attain  his  object  by  moving  a reconsideration. 

Mr.  Fillmore  thereupon  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  paper  had  been  referred.  [This 
is  a motion  which,  under  the  rule,  takes  precedence 
of  all  other  questions,  except  a motion  to  adjourn.] 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  say.  I suppose  I am 
not  at  liberty  to  say  any  thing  of  what  took  place 
in  (he  committee;  but  I take  it  for  granted  that  I 
may,  by  way  of  argument,  speak,  by  supposition, 
of  any  thing  else.  I will  suppose  that  there  was  a 
committee  in  the  British  house  of  commons  on  the 
subject  of  an  election 

Mr.  Petrikin  rose  and  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
was  in  order  in  proceeding  to  debate  his  motion  at 
this  time?  The  speaker  said  the  motion  to  reconsi- 
der took  precedence  over  all  other  motions.  Mr. 
Pelrikin.  But  not  the  consideration  of  the  motion. 
The  speaker  said  that  the  motion  and  the  conside- 
ration of  the  motion  could  not  be  separated. 

Mr.  Petrikin  then  submitted  the  point  of  order, 
that  the  speaker  having  announced  the  orders  of 
the  day  (which  were  private  bills)  a motion  to  re- 
consider could  not  be  debated  and  considered,  save 
by  a vote  of  two-third3. 

The  speaker  having  ruled  the  contrary,  and  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  now  before  the  house 
for  consideration.  Mr.  Pelrikin  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fillmore  required  (hat  the  gentleman's  point 
oforder  be  reduced  to  writing,  that  It  might  be  en- 
tered on  the  journals,  fre  Jiad  been  often  enough 
put  down,  he  said  by  mere  numerical  force,  it)  every 
thing  which  related  to  this  New  Jersey  election, 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  hear  nothing, 
see  nothing — but  would  decide. 

The  speaker  called  on  Mr.  Pelrikin  to  reduce  his 
point  of  order  to  writing;  which  was  done. 


Much  conversation  ensued,  and  statements  were 
made  by  several  gentlemen  as  to  the  state  of  facts, 
as  set  forth  in  Mr.  P’s  written  point  oforder. 

When  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holleman  to  lay 
the  appeal  on  the  table.  Mr.  Randolph  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Much  rapid  and  desultory  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  (he 
motion  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table,  if  it  should 
prevail,  would  carry  with  it  the  motion  to  reconsi- 
dei?  The  speaker  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said,  then  the  speaker  would  do  in- 
directly that  which  he  could  not  do  directly.  A 
genlleman  entitled  to  the  floor  might  thus  be  cut  off 
in  the  midst  of  his  remarks  by  a mere  incidental 
point  of  order,  having  no  connection  w ith  the  main 
subject  of  debate. 

The  speaker  said  a motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  Fillmore  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table, 
if  it  prevailed,  carried  with  it  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. If  such  a construction  of  the  rule  was  to  be 
recognised  (Mr.  F said)  every  man  here  would 
hold  his  right  to  the  floor  at  the  will  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Petriken). 

Mr.  Dau-son  said  that,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  he  rose  to  a point  of  order. 

The  speaker  said  he  could  entertain  no  more 
questions  oforder  till  these  pending  were  decided. 

The  appeal  of  Mr.  Fillmore  was  then  debated 
briefly  by  Messrs . Leadbetler,  Graves,  Alford,  Briggs 
and  Banks.  After  which,  Mr.  Banks  moved  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  speaker  having  stated  the  grounds  of  his 
decision.  The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  the  second  appeal,  to  wit:  the 
appeal  of  Mr.  Fillmore  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  first  appeal  on  the 
table,  if  it  should  prevail,  would  carry  with  it  the 
motion  to  reconsider.  And  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  yeas  98,  nays  76.  So  the  second  ap- 
peal was  laid  on  the  table. 

[Underthe  decision  of  the  chair,  as  given  above, 
this  vote  would  have  taken  with  it  the  previous 
appeal,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider.  But] 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  asked  if  he  had  a right  to 
proceed  in  his  remarks?  The  speaker  said  the  gen- 
tleman had  not  the  right. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  said  he  must,  with  all  respect 
for  the  chair,  take  an  appeal,  which,  at  the  request 
of  the  chair,  was  reduced  to  writing  as  follows: 

“Mr.  Fillmore  has  the  floor,  and  was  speaking  on 
a motion  to  reconsider  a vote  of  the  house.  He  was 
called  to  order.  The  speaker  decided  he  was  in 
order;  from  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken.  A 
motion  was  then  made  to  lay  that  appeal  on  the  ta- 
ble. On  this  a question  was  raised,  whether  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  in  orriei?  The  speak- 
er decided  it  was,  and  on  this  an  appeal  was  taken. 
A motion  was  made  to  lay  this  appeal  on  the  table; 
which  was  put  an  carried. 

“The  speaker  then  decided  that  the  original  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  is  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  Mr. 
Fillmore  is  deprived  of  his  light  to  proceed  in  the 
debate. 

“From  this  decision  Mr.  Fillmore  appeals,  in- 
sisting thatthe  original  judgment  of  the  chair  stands, 
as  it  is  not  reversed,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
floor,  on  the  original  motion  to  reconsider.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Fillmore  the  ap- 
peal was  debated  at  length  by  Mr.  Barnard,  (who 
suggested  to  Mr.  Fillmore  a modification  of  the  form 
of  his  appeal),  and  by  Messrs.  Pope  and  Petrikin. 

When  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  previons  question; 
but,  at  the  request  of  the  speaker,  who  said  that  he 
had  found  a decision  w hich  seemed  to  go  against 
the  one  which  he  had  given,  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  appeal  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  Clif- 
ford, Briggs  arid  Holleman. 

The  speaker  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Andrews, 
of  Kentucky,  who  yielded  it,  however,  to  enable 
the  speaker  to  make  a statement. 

The  speaker  then  cited  a case  which  had  occurred 
in  the  congress  of  1834,  [the  particulars  of  which 
the  reporter  could  not  distinctly  hear],  in  which 
the  then  speaker  had  decided  that  an  appeal  was  a 
separate  and  independent  question.  There  was 
also,  the  speaker  said,  a decision  of  his  own,  at  the 
present  session,  by  which  it  had  been  decided  that 
the  appeal  was  an  independent  question.  This 
certainly  was  opposed  to  his  own  views;  but  finding 
such  a decision,  and  finding  that  such  had  been  the 
previons  decisions,  he  felt  bound  to  conform  to 
them,  and  must  decide  that  the  question  now  before 
the  house  was  on  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

This  appeal  (see  above)  was  taken  from  a deci- 
sion of  the  chair  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  could 
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be  debated  and  considered  now,  without  a vote  of 
two-thirds. 

And  the  immediately  pending  question  thereon 
was  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Holleman,  that 
the  appeal  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Turney  now  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Toland  urged  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution. 

Mr.  Turney  declining — the  question  was  taken 
and  carried,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  7.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Toland 
introduced  a resolution  granting  the  use  of  the  hall 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  pupils  of  the  Pennsylvania 
institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  on  Mon- 
day next,  from  10  to  12  o’clock;  which  was  adopt, 
ed. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
introduced  (on  leave  given)  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
suspend  all  further  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the 
firs',  and  second  provisions  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  1st  November,  1837,  with  the  Winnebago 
Indians;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  communicate 
to  this  house  the  proceedings  of  the  department  had 
upon  the  subject  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  con- 
gress, together  with  all  the  correspondence  and  other 
information  within  his  control  relative  to  the  same,  not 
included  in  his  communication  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  the  1st  March  last. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Montgomery  sent  to  the 
clerk’s  table  an  amendment  which  he  proposed, 
when  in  order,  to  offer  to  the  rules  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  having  announced  the  unfinished 
business  to  be  the  appeal,  taken  by  Mr.  Petrikin 
yesterday,  from  the  decision  of  the  chair  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a certain 
document  relating  to  the  New  Jersey  contested  elec- 
tion had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections 
had  precedence  over  all  other  business  except  a 
motion  to  adjourn,  (without  a vote  of  two-thirds, 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  private  orders  of  the 
day  had  been  announced  when  that  motion  was 
made), and  the  pending  question  beingon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Holleman  to  lay  the  said  appeal  on  the  table, 
Mr.  H.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question  on  the  appeal.  And  there  was  a 
second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken,  (which  was,  “shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand  as  the  judgement  of  the  house?”) 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon, 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas 

88,  nays  SO.  So  the  house  sustained  the  decision  of 
the  chair. 

Another  point  of  order  was  here  raised  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  based  on  the  ground  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections  was  entitled  to  priority  in 
the  order  of  business. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more, to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  certain  papers 
relating  to  the  New  Jersey  contested  election  had 
been  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections,  took 
precedence  over  the  report  of  that  committee  during 
the  morning  hour. 

From  which  decision  Mr.  Duncan  appealed;  and 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Briggs  and  Mr.  Triplett  severally  submitted 
to  the  chair  that  this  identical  point  of  order  had 
been  already  decided,  that  it  was  notin  order  to  raise 
the  same  question  again. 

The  speaker  said  he  was  ot  opinion  that  the  ques- 
tion was  the  same  as  that  just  decided;  but  other 
gentlemen  might  dilfer,  and  time  might  be  saved  by 
putting  the  question. 

And,  after  some  conversation,  the  question  was 
put,  and  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  (ayes 
97,  noes  78)  was  seconded.  And  the  main  ques- 
tion (to  wit,  “shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand 
as  the  judgement  of  the  house?”)  was  ordered  to  be 
now  taken. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas  99,  nays 

89.  So  the  house  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

And  the  question  thus  recurring  on  the  molion  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
said  papers  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of 
elections,  Mr.  Fillmore  proceeded  to  address  the 
house  (hypothetically)  in  relation  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee.  Mr.  Fillmore  having  spo- 
ken lor  sometime  longer,  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  testimony  which  had  been  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee and  which  it  would  be  the  effect  of  his  mo- 
tion, should  it  prevail,  to  bring  back  and  place  un- 
der the  control  of  the  house.  Mr.  Sleenrod  objected. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  had  never  read  the  papers 
in  question,  and  did  not  know  what  they  contain- 
ed. 

Mr.  Medill  inquired  whether  it  would  be  proper 
to  ask  Mr.  F.  how  these  papers  were  obtained? 
Mr.  Chapman  opposed  the  reading  as  out  of  order. 


Mr.  Petrikin  also  objected  and  spoke  to  the  ques- 
tion of  order. 

The  chair  ruled  the  reading  to  be  in  order,  and  in 
support  of  that  decision  read  the  rule  applying  to 
the  case. 

Mr.  Chapman  now  said  that  he  was  satisfied  the 
reading  was  in  order,  and  he  withdrew  his  objection 
to  it. 

The  reading  of  the  testimony  having  proceeded  for 
some  time,  Mr.  Hand  objected  to  its  continuance, 
and  raised  a question  of  order,  but  the  objection  was 
overruled. 

And  the  clerk  continued  to  read  until  the  papers 
had  been  read  through. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  resumed,  and  continued  to  ad- 
dress the  house  for  a considerable  time  longer,  when 
he  gave  way  for  Mr.  W.  Thompson  to  move  an  ad- 
journment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  Mr.  T.  with- 
drew his  motion,  but  it  was  immediately  renewed 
by  Mr.  Stanly,  but  theyeas  and  nays  being  taken, 
it  was  negatived:  yeas  75,  nays  85.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Fillmore  once  more  proceeded  with  his 
speech. 

Mr.  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions, interposed  to  explain,  and  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  all  the  testimony  in  the  case  being  imme- 
diately printed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  resumed  the  floor,  and  spoke  with- 
out further  interruption  till  he  had  concluded  his 
argument. 

Mr.  Medill,  of  Ohio,  (a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee), rose  in  reply,  and  having  referred  to  some  of 
the  testimony  in  the  case — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  proposed  that,  by  general 
consent,  all  the  papers  in  the  case  be  brought  from 
the  committee  room  into  the  house,  and  that  gen- 
tleman be  at  liberty  to  refer  to  all  or  any  of  them  at 
pleasure.  [Cries  of  “no,  no;”  “go  on,  Medill!”] 

Mr.  Medill  then  said  he  should  follow  the  exam- 
ple set  him  by  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  suppose  a case 
which  might  have  occurred  in  the  committee.  lie 
then  spoke  with  much  earnestness  in  reply,  and 
stated  (hypothetically)  the  manner  in  which  the 
testimony  now  in  question  had  been  introduced 
into  the  committee,  though  under  an  envelope  ad- 
dressed to  the  speaker  of  the  house;  he  then  went 
into  a vindication  of  the  language  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Turney,  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
moved  the  previous  question  on  Mr.  Fillmore’s  mo- 
tion to  reconsider.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a call  of 
the  house.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  (another 
member  of  the  committee),  rose  to  explain,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr  Medill,  but,  amidst  loud  cries  of  order  re. 
sumed  his  seat.  [ Mr.  Alford,  of  Georgia.  Let  the 
gentlemen  who  cry  so  loudly  for  order,  and  yet  are 
standing  in  the  aisles,  be  in  order  themselves!  Do 
they  think  to  scare  us  by  roaring  “order?”]  The 
previous  question  was  now  seconded. 

Mr.  Fillmore  renewed  his  motion  for  a call  of  the 
house;  and  on  this  motion  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecti- 
cut, demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  or- 
dered— Mr.  Graves  moved  to  adjourn. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  being  take  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  69,  nays  98.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  a call  ofthe  house, 
it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative: 
yeas  61,  nays  100.  So  the  house  refused  to  order 
a call  of  the  house.  The  previous  question  was  now 
put  and  carried. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  Mr.  Fillmore's 
motion  to  reconsider,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive as  follow:  yeas  78,  nays,  96.  So  Ibe  house  re- 
fused to  reconsider  the  order  by  which  certain  ad- 
ditional testimony  in  the  New  Jersey  case  had  been 
referred  to  the  committee  of  elections. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  leave  to  make  an  inquiry  in  a 
matter  which  concerned  himself  personally. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objected;  as  did  Mr.  Duncan:  but, 
on  remonstrance,  the  objection  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  inquiry  was  permitted,  and  which  was  followed 
by  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Medill  and  another 
from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  inlro- 
duclion  of  this  bundle  of  testimony  into  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr  Campbell  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolu- 
tion that  the  journal  of  the  committee  and  all  the 
papers  in  its  possession,  in  relation  to  the  New  Jer- 
sey contested  election,  be  printed  for  the  use  ofthe 
house.  What  had  passed  to-day  in  the  house  ren- 
dered, he  thought,  such  a measure  proper,  and  al- 
most necessary.  Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
make  such  a motion. 

Mr.  Fdlmore  expressed  his  desire  that  such  an 
order  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  C>abb  explained  on  the  subject  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bundle  of  papers  into  the  commit- 
tee. 


A member  objected  to  Mr.  Campbell’s  motion  be- 
ing received,  as  the  floor  had  been  yielded  by  Mr. 
Petrikin  only  for  explanation. 

The  chair  decided  the  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell 
to  be  out  of  order,  and  declared  the  subject  before 
the  house  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  elections,  made  on  the  5th  inst.  on 
the  New  Jersey  election. 

The  questions  pending  being  Mr.  Fillmore’s  pro- 
position to  recommit — Mr.  Pelrikin's  motion  to 
amend  Mr.  Fillmore’s  proposition — and  the  question 
immediately  pending  being  the  demand  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Petrikin  for  the  previous  question — 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Campbell  claimed  the  floor  to  explain.  [Con- 
fusion and  loud  cries  of  order.]  The  house  refused 
leave  for  any  more  explanations. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  withdrew  his  motion  for  ad- 
journment Mr.  Campbell  again  attempted  to  explain. 
Mr.  Turney  objected. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  an  adjournment:  but  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  50,  nays 
135.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Curtis  said  that,  as  he  believed  the  morning 
hour  had  expired,  (viz:  that  allotted  to  reports  and 
resolutions),  he  demanded  the  orders  of  the  day, 
(viz:  private  bills).  The  chair  replied  that  the  hour 
had  not  quite  expired.  Mr.  Proffil  moved  a call  of 
the  house.  Mr.  Stanly  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  Turney  inquired  whether  a majority  of 
house  had  power  to  refuse  to  go  to  the  orders  of  the 
day?  The  chair  replied  that  on  ordinary  days  it 
had;  but  not  on  days  set  apart  by  rule  for  private 
bills  and  business. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Turney 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bell  wished,  by  general  consent,  to  modify 
the  language  of  a resolution  moved  by  hirn,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  house,  in  regard  to  the  Winnebago 
treaty,  on  the  ground  that  the  language  was  thought 
to  imply  a want  of  decorum  toward  the  executive 
department,  though  this  had  happened  unintention- 
ally, and  through  inadvertence.  Mr.  Turney  object- 
ed. Mr.  Bell  moved  to  suspend  the  rules.  Mr. 
Adams  made  some  remarks  believed  to  be  in  support 
of  Mr.  Bell’s  request. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  an  adjournment.  On  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays,  being  ordered,  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  89,  nays  85. 

So  the  house,  between  7 and  8 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  9.  Mr.  Adams  moved  a recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  passed  on  Saturday  agreeing 
to  a resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Bell  respecting  an 
Indian  treaty.  The  resolution  having  been  read, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bell  thereupon  modified  his  resolution  so  as 
to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  the  1st  No- 
vember, 1S37,  with  the  Winnebago  Indians  be  sus- 
pended: and  that,  in  the  mean  time  the  secretary  of 
war  communicate  to  the  house  the  proceedings  of  the 
department  had  upon  the  subject  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  last  congre-s,  together  with  all  the  corres- 
pondence and  other  information  within  his  control  re- 
lative to  the  same,  not  included  in  his  communication 
to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  1st  March  last. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  of  elections, 
asked  permission  to  move  that  the  report  from  that 
committee  on  the  New  Jersey  case  be  printed,  to- 
gether with  the  journal  of  the  committee  up  to  the 
5th  instant,  and  all  papers  which,  previous  to  that 
day,  had  been  in  possession  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  that  election. 

Mr.  Stanly  and  Mr.  Bolts  objected,  on  the  ground 
that  the  minority  report  from  that  committee  had  not 
yet  been  brought  into  the  house.  They  thought  that 
both  should  go  together. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  ’.he  chairman  if  the  report  con- 
tained all  the  testimony  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  committee,  particularly  that  which  was  read  on 
Saturday?  [The  chairman  replied  that  it  did  not.] 
Mr.  E.  said  lie  was  opposed  to  a repoit  of  a pari; 
he  desired  the  whole  testimony  in  the  possession  of 
the  committee  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that,  as  objection  had  been 
made,  he  w ould  move  to  suspend  the  lules,  and  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr. 
Campbell’s  motion  to  suspend,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows— -yeas  95,  nays  77.  There  not  being  two-thirds, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  who 
had  been  detained  from  the  house  by  indisposition 
on  petition  days,  presented  certain  petitions,  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

On  motion  Mr.  Adams,  a resolution  offered  by 
him  a month  ago,  calling  on  the  treasury  depart- 
ment for  certain  information  as  to  the  public  moneys 
of  the  United  States  vested  in  the  several  states; 


30 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  14,  1S40— CONGRESS. 


the  authority  by  which  such  investments  were  made; 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  &c.  was  taken  up,  con- 
sidered and  adopted, 

Mr.  Adams  also  asked  the  house  to  take  up  and 
considered  a resolution  offered  by  him  at  the  same 
time,  calling  upon  the  president  of  the  United  States 
for  certain  information  in  relation  to  the  captured 
schooner  Amistad.  Mr.  Ramsey  objected. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  a re- 
solution heretofore  offered  by  him,  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  certain  information  in  relation 
to  the  treaty  with  the  Caddo  Indians,  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were  yeas  70,  nays  69,  (not  two-thirds  voting 
in  the  affirmative).  So  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a bill  to  regulate  the  fee3  of  clerks,  marshals  and 
attorneys  in  the  northern  and  southern  districts  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Curlis,  pursuant  to  notice  given,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  supplementary  to 
the  “act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  passed 
on  28th  February,  1828.” 

Mr.  Curlis  stated  that  some  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  (the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  silting  at  Philadelphia)  had  decided  that  the 
act  passed  last  year  to  abolish  imprisonment  did  not 
reach  and  apply  to  those  cases  in  which  the  United 
States  is  a party  plaintiff:  that  the  bill  he  proposed 
was  designed  to  remedy  this  deficiency,  and  exempt 
parties  defendant  from  arrest  and  imprisonment  at 
the  suit  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  C.  said  that, 
having  consulted  with  the  chairman  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  in  respect  to  this  bill  he  supposed 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  subject  the  bill  to  the 
delay  that  must  occur  if  it  be  referred  to  the  judi- 
ciary committee,  and  he  would  therefore  move  the 
printing  of  the  bill,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house;  and  this  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

The  states  being  called  for  resolutions,  commenc- 
ing with  Kentucky,  a great  number  were  presented, 
and  will  appear  in  their  progress,  after  which  the 
house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  10.  During  the  reading  of  the 
journal — 

Mr.  Leet  rose  and  said  he  could  perceive  no  par- 
ticular  advantage  to  the  house  in  having  all  the 
resolutions  submitted  on  yesterday  read  overby 
the  clerk  this  morning.  They  were  very  nume- 
rous—have,  no  doubt, 'been  carefully  copied  into 
the  journal,  and  would  be  published.  Mr.  L.  inti- 
mated his  intention  to  move  that  the  further  read- 
ing be  dispensed  with;  but  several  gentlemen  de- 
manding that  the  reading  be  proceeded  with,  he 
declined  making  the  motion. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  progressed  until  half 
past  12  o’clock,  when,  on  motion,  the  further  read- 
ing was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Graves  asked  leave  so  to  amend  the  proposi- 
tion which  he  yesterday  offered,  proposing  to 
authorise  the  committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the 
post  office  department  to  inquire  whether  Edpr 
W.  Robinson,  who  left  this  District  in  December 
last  for  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  to  commence  editing 
an  administration  newspaper  at  that  place,  was  not, 
at  the  date  of  his  (Mr.  Grave’s)  letter  to  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, to  wit:  on  the  30th  of  January  last,  drawing 
a salary  as  a clerk  in  the  post  office  department  in 
this  city,  so  as  to  insert  after  the  signature  ofE. 
W.  Robinson  to  his  order  drawn  on  the  post  office 
department  the  following  words:  “which  said  order 
has  since  been  paid  off  and  taken  up  by  the  post 
office  department.”  Mr.  G.  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion remarked  that,  since  offering  his  resolution 
yesterday,  he  had  ascertained  that  the  post  office 
department  had  paid  off  and  taken  up  the  order  of 
Mr.  Robinson;  which  ljact  he  desired  to  incorpo- 
rate in  his  proposition,  and  from  which  it  will  ap- 
pear that  Mr.  Kendall  admits  as  true  what  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  G.  he  in  substance  acknowledges,  if 
true,  would  have  been  in  him  a high  misdemeanor. 

Objection  having  been  made — Mr.  Graves  mov- 
ed a suspension  of  the  rule;  which  motion  (two- 
thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof)  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  inquired  of  the  chair 
whether  a certain  preamble  and  resolution  offered 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Rives)  in  relation  to  the  governor  of  New  Jersey 
had  been  entered  on  the  journal.  The  speaker 
replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cooper)  to  have  demand- 
ed the  question  of  reception.  It  that  question  was 
demanded,  he  (Mr.  R.)  understood  that  the  reso- 
lution must  not  go  on  the  journal  until  the  question 
of  reception  had  been  determined  by  the  house. 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  explained.  His  object  had 
been,  by  raising  the  question  of  consideration,  to 
test  the  reception  of  the  resolution.  He  confessed 
he  was  unwilling  that  it  should  be  received. 

The  speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Coopei ) yesterday  demanded  the  question  of 
consideration,  and  that  being  debatable,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  over;  but,  under  the  general  practice  of 
the  house,  the  resolution  would  go  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Randolph.  If  the  question  of  reception  was 
raised,  would  the  resolution  go  on  the  journal? 

The  speaker.  The  question  raised  was  not  on 
the  reception,  but  on  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Slanly  to  amend  the 
journal  so  as  to  make  it  appear  that  the  member 
objecting  to  hi3  resolution  offered  yesterday,  in  re- 
lation to  the  payment  of  the  4th  instalment,  was 
Mr.  Dromgoole,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  that,  if  the  motion  was  in 
order,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  fact  should  ap- 
pear. The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bolts,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  of 
elections,  asked  leave  to  present  a report,  and  that 
it  might  be  read.  The  speaker  said  it  could  be 
done  only  by  general  consent.  Mr.  Petrilcin  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  Bolts  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  in 
order  that  the  said  report  might  be  received  and 
read.  And  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  of  the  chair  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  receiving  what  was  called  the  re- 
port of  the  minority.  A minority  of  a committee 
had  no  right  to  make  a report,  though,  under  par- 
liamentary courtesy,  they  were  permitted  to  pre- 
sent their  views.  Would  that  report,  if  presented, 
supersede  the  action  of  the  house  on  the  pending 
question?  The  speaker  said  he  thought  not. 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  Then  I hope  that  no  objection 
will  be  made  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  was  understood  to  say  he  had  no 
objection  that  the  report  should  belaid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Turney  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  a debate  sprung  up  on  a 
motion  to  print,  the  question  would  not  take  pre- 
cedence? 

The  speaker  thought  that,  under  a suspension  of 
the  rule,  the  question  would  take  precedence. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  said,  on  behalf  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  he  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  they  should  not  ask  the  printing  of  the 
report  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  previous  question 
already  pending.  They  merely  wished  to  have  the 
report  read. 

Mr.  Turney  said  he  hoped,  then,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Pelrikin,  would  with- 
draw his  objection,  and  let  the  report  go  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  not  withdrawing,  the  question  was 
taken  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  116,  nays 
80.  So  (there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  in  favor) 
the  rules  were  not  suspended: 

The  speaker  now  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  (he  morning  hour,  being  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections  made  on  the  5th  instant  in 
relation  to  the  contested  election  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey. 

The  pending  questions  thereon  were  the  resolu- 
tion oi  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Petri- 
kin  to  amend  the  said  resolution.  And  the  imme- 
diately pending  question  was  the  demand  of  Mr. 
Petrikin  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  sent  to  the  chair  a modification  of 
his  amendment;  which  giving  rise  to  some  discus- 
sion on  a point  of  order,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  it. 

And  the  question  on  seconding  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  being  then  taken  by  tellers, 
(Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Bynum, of 
North  Carolina,  acting  in  that  capacity)  the  vote 
stood:  ayes  109,  noes  81.  So  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Fillmore  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question,  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  113,  nays  94.  So  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

And  the  question  then  being  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Petrilcin,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  and  the  amendment  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  92, 
nays  113.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
rejected. 

And  the  question  again  recurring  on  the  main 
question — to  wit:  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Petrikin, 
Mr.  Graham  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

[Mr.  Randolph  inquired  of  the  chair  if  a motion 
to  postpone  was  in  order?  The  speaker  said  it  was 
not  ] 


And  the  clerk,  being  about  to  call  the  roll,  Mr. 
Monroe  rose  and  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  it 
was  in  order  now  to  state  his  reasons  for  desiring 
to  be  excused  from  voting? 

The  speaker  said  it  was  in  order  for  the  gentle- 
man to  make  a brief  verbal  statement. 

Mr.  Monroe  then  said.  I have  not  read  the  re- 
port of  the  committee;  I have  not  heard  it  read  so 
as  to  understand  it.  It  has  not  been  printed;  and  I 
am  called  upon  to  vote,  when  my  name  is  called, 
on  a question  before  this  house,  involving  a greater 
constitutional  principle  than  has  ever  been  known 
to  any  legislative  body-  I now  solemnly  protest 
against  this  proceeding;  and  I ask  the  house  to  ex- 
cuse me  from  committing  such  an  outrage  against 
my  conscience  and  the  rights  Of  my  constituents. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  house  excused 
Mr.  M.  from  voting. 

And  the  roll  of  the  members  having  been  called, 
(Mr.  Stanly,  in  his  place,  rising  and  refusing  to 
vote),  before  the  result  was  announced — Mr.  Rus- 
sell, of  New  York,  rose  to  inquire  whether  there 
was  not  a rule  of  the  house  which  required  every 
member  of  the  house,  if  present  when  a question 
was  propounded  from  the  chair,  to  vote  upon  it? 
If  there 'Was,  he  called  upon  the  chair,  to  enforce 
the  rule. 

The  chair  replied  that  there  was  such  a rule, 
but  that  the  chair  possessed  no  means  to  enforce  it 
before,  on  a declaration  of  the  vote,  it  should  ap- 
pear that  any  members  present  had  not  voted,  when 
the  house  could  punish  the  refusal. 

Mr.  Rxtssell  said  there  were  gentlemen  present 
who  had  not  voted,  and  who  said  that  they  would 
not.  Whether  their  votes,  if  given,  would  change 
the  result,  he  did  not  know,  nor  was  it  material  to 
inquire.  He  required  the  chair  to  have  the  names 
of  such  gentlemen  as  had  not  voted  again  called. 

The  chair  suggested  to  Mr.  Russell  that  the  best 
way  to  attain  his  object  would  be  to  name  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  he  alluded. 

Mr.  Russell  thereupon  moved  that  Mr.  John  Q. 
Adams  be  called  on  to  vote.  His  name  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  list.  The  chair.  His  name  has  been 
called. 

A member  here  moved  that  he  be  compelled  to 
vote.  (A  laugh). 

Mr.  Russell  assured  the  house  and  the  speaker 
that  it  was  with  no  desire  to  embarrass  the  business 
of  the  house  that  he  made  this  call,  but  solely  to 
determine  whether  the  rules  of  the  house  should  or 
should  not  be  regarded.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  chair  to  the  36th  rule  of  order,  which  he  read, 
and  which  is  as  follows: 

“Every  member,  who  shall  be  in  the  house  when 
the  question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the 
house,  for  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him.  All 
motions  to  excuse  a member  from  voting  shall  be 
made  before  the  house  divides,  or  before  the  call  of 
the  yeas  and  nays  is  commenced;  and  any  member 
requesting  to  be  excused  from  voting  may  make  a 
brief  verbal  statement  of  the  reasons  for  making 
such  request,  and  the  question  shall  then  be  taken 
without  further  debate.” 

If  the  gentleman’s  name  was  called,  he  would 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  reasons  for 
not  voting;  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  he  might, 
if  the  house  thought  fit,  be  excused  from  voting. — 
He  hoped  the  rule  would  be  enforced.  Mr.  Turney 
objected  to  the  offering  of  any  resolutions. 

The  chair  reminded  Mr.  Turney  (hat  now  was 
the  time  to  offer  any  resolution  on  this  subject,  and 
the  only  time  at  which  it  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Russell  then  reduced  his  motion  to  writing, 
declaring  that  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, being  present,  and  competent  to  vote,  be 
called  upon  to  vote. 

[Cries  of  “no,  no;”  “no  resolution  now.”] 

Mr.  Russell  said  he  did  not  offer  any  resolution, 
but  merely  a proposition  that  the  house  should  en- 
force its  own  rules;  and  he  did  it  now  because  this 
was  the  only  time  in  which  it  could  be  done. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  would  withdraw  his 
motion.  Mr.  J.  could  see  no  good  that  was  likely 
to  arise  from  enforcing  the  rule  as  proposed. — 
Every  gentleman  was  responsible  to  his  constitu- 
ents and  to  the  country;  and  in  an  attempt  to  ex- 
ercise power  in  this  manner,  the  house  might,  after 
all,  be  foiled,  and  the  endeavor  was  certain  to  pro- 
duce excitement.  If  it  should  succeed,  it  would 
make  no  difference  in  the  result.  Mr.  J.  felt  very 
great  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  the  house  in  such  a 
case.  If  he  had,  on  conscientious  grounds,  refused 
to  vote,  and  the  house  should  threaten  to  censure 
him,  he  would  rather  subject  himself  to  the  censure 
of  the  house  than  to  that  of  his  own  conscience. — 
In  the  present  case,  any  member  might  doubt,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  voting.  He  might  doubt,  Mr.  J. 
did  doubt,  whether  what  was  stated  in  the  prearn- 
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ble  of  the  amendment  was  the  fact;  certainly,  if 
what  wa9  there  stated  was  true,  the  amendment 
must  be  voted  for;  but  gentlemen’s  minds  might 
labor  on  that  point — and,  on  the  whole,  he  could  see 
no  good  from  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  parliamen- 
tary law. 

Mr.  Petrikin.  Can  the  debate  be  regularly  en- 
tertained? The  chair.  It  can.  This  is  a question 
of  privilege,  and  is  debatable.  Mr.  Pelrikin.  I 
then  move  to  lay  the  motion  upon  the  table.  Mr. 
Evans.  On  that  question  1 demand  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  Russell.  1 will  modify  my  motion. — 
Mr.  Petrikin  I object  to  his  modifying  it.  The 
chair.  The  gentleman  has  a right  to  modify  his 
own  motion. 

Mr.  Russell  then  read  his  motion  in  this  form: 
that  the  house  do  refuse  to  excuse  Messrs.  Adams, 
Stanly  (and  another,  believed  to  be  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Ohio),  from  voting. 

Mr.  Stanhj  hoped  the  house  would  enforce  the 
rule  as  requested  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  ( Mr.  Russell).  He  wished  it  most  sincerely; 
he  could  then  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
known  to  the  country  the  reasons  of  his  refusal  to 
vote,  and  also  of  exposing  the  enormity  of  the  pre- 
sent extraordinary,  unprecedented,  monstrous  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said:  I refuse  to  vote  upon  a pro- 
position which  contains  upon  its  face  a distinct  and 
vital  allegation,  which  it  has  not  been  attempted  to 
show  to  he  true. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  contended  that  the  motion  was 
wholly  out  of  order;  this  was  not  the  time  to  excuse, 
nor  had  any  body  asked  to  be  excused.  If  a mem- 
ber refused  to  vote,  the  house  could  not,  by  brute 
force,  compel  him  to  do  so:  until  the  result  of  the 
vole  should  be  proclaimed,  the  house  could  take  no 
action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  he  had  risen  with  a view  to 
confirm  the  view  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Dromgoole).  Mr.  Russell,  (inter- 
posing). I withdraw  my  modification,  and  rest  on 
the  original  proposition.  Mr.  Dromgoole.  Both 
are  out  of  order. 

The  chair  decided  the  motion  to  be  in  order;  and 
said  that  the  question  was  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Petrikin)  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Russell  appealed  to  Mr.  Pelrikin  to  withdraw 
his  motion;  but  he  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  that,  if  the  chair  decided  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Rus- 
sell) to  be  in  order,  he  must  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision.  He  implored  the  house  not  to  be 
guilty  of  such  an  absurdity. 

Mr.  Slanli/  implored  the  house  not  to  be  guilty 
of  such  a violation  of  the  constitution  as  it  was 
about  to  perpetrate. 

Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  appeal.  The  motion  was  seconded,  and  the 
previous  question  was  put  and  carried;  and  the 
main  question  being  on  sustaining  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative:  yeas  87,  nays  103.  So  the  decision  of 
the  chair  was  reversed,  and  Mr.  Russell’s  motion  to 
enforce  the  rules  of  the  house  was  voted  to  be  out 
of  order. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  Mr.  Petrikin’s 
amendment  to  the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by 
Mr.  Fillmore  for  recommitting  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections,  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays:  yeas  111,  nays  92. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  resolution  as 
amended;  which  is  in  the  words  as  above,  preced- 
ed only  by  the  word  “Whereas,”  it  was  decided  by 
yea3  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  S.  H. 
Butler,  W.  O.  Butler,  Bynum,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross, 
Dana,  T.  Davee,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Doan,  Doig, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Foniance,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Hammond,  Hand, 
J.  Hastings,  Hawkins,  J.  Hill,  of  N.  Carolina,  Hillen, 
Holleman,  Holmes,  Hook,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Jame- 
son, Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Leadbetter,  Leet.  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand, 
Medill,  Miller,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris,  Newhard, 
Parish,  Parmenter.  Parris,  Pavnter,  Petrikin,  Pickens, 
Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Edward  Rogers,  J.  Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Albert  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweeny,  Tay- 
lor, F.  Thomas,  P.  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thompson,  Turney, 
D.  D.  Wagoner,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  Henry  Wil- 
liams, Worthington — 111. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Bell,  Biddle,  Bind,  Botts,  Brockway,  Wm.  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Jas.  Cooper,  M. 
A.  Cooper,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  E.  Davies,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 


Dennis,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  James 
Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gates,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  W.  S. 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  John  Hill,  of  Va.  Hoffman, 
James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson, 
Kempshall,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mor- 
gan, Calvary  Morris,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Proffit,  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  St- 
monton,  Storrs,  Steuart,  Taliaferro, Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P.  J.  Wagner,  John 
White,  T.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams — 81. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  house  de- 
clared that  the  five  administration  gentlemen  claim- 
ing seats  from  New  Jersey  are  entitled  to  their  seats 
in  the  house  as  having  received  a majority  of  the 
lawful  votes  of  the  whole  state. 

[Mr.  Habersham,  of  Ga.  came  into  the  house  just 
as  hi3  name  had  been  passed  in  calling  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  asked  that  (as  his  vole  would  make 
no  alteration  in  the  result)  he  might  be  permitted 
to  have  it  recorded  in  the  negative. 

Objection  being  made,  on  the  ground  that  such 
requests,  though  often  made,  had  always  been  re- 
fused— 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  ob- 
serving that  as  he  had  seen  very  many  extraordinary 
things  done  by  this  house,  it  might  as  well  do  one 
thing  a little  extra-extraordinary. 

The  motion  was  negatived.] 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  that  he  hoped  that  now  the 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  elections 
would  be  received  by  general  consent,  and  that  it, 
together  with  the  evidence  before  the  committee, 
would  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bolts,  in  some  remarks, (scarcely  heard  by  the 
reporter  amidst  the  noise  of  general  congratulation 
which  pervaded  the  hall),  observed  that  he  hoped, 
and  would  now  move,  this  would  be  done;  and  also 
hoped  that  the  nation  would  observe  that  the  house 
had  first  voted  that  the  five  gentlemen  from  New' 
Jersey  had  received  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
whole  state,  and  afterward  that  they  would  have 
the  evidence  of  this  printed  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Mr.  Dromgoole’s  proposition.  He  said  that  a little 
W'hile  ago  gentlemen  had  refused  to  receive  the 
minority  report  of  the  committee,  or  allow  it  to  be 
printed;  but  now  their  object  had  been  accomplish- 
ed, they  were  ready  to  do  both  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. He  insisted  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  that  there  was  no  need  of 
any  vote,  or  any  yeas  and  nays.  The  report  was 
already  received  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Mass,  said  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bolts)  would  withdraw 
his  motion  for  the  reception  of  the  minority  report. 
It  had  already  been  suppressed;  and  let  it  go  to  the 
country  as  a suppressed  report. 

Mr.  Botts  declined.  He  thought  that  it  was  im- 
portant that  at  this  particular  moment,  above  all 
others,  such  a vote  should  pass. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
receive  the  motion. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  McClellan  contended  that  the  same  motion 
could  not  again  be  made  on  the  same  day,  after  it 
had  once  been  negatived;  and  he  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and, 
being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  95,  nays  87. 

So  the  house,  at  a little  past  3,  adjourned. 

Wednesday , March  11.  Mr.  Campbell,  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  elections,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  enumerated  in  the  forego- 
ing list,  and  the  journal  of  the  committee  of  elections 
in  the  New  Jersey  case,  comprising  its  proceedings  up 
to  the  5th  instant,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house 
and  the  committee. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution 
hy  adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report  the 
evidence  referred  to  it  on  the  6th  instant,  an'd  that  the 
same  be  printed.’’ 

So  as  to  include  in  the  motion  to  print  the  evi- 
dence recently  received,  and  which  had  been  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  the  resolution  included 
all  the  testimony  received  by  the  committee  previous 
to  the  5th  instant,  when  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee wa9  made:  and  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  move  an  amendment  to  a motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  and  print. 

The  chair  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  whether  the  evidence 
referred  to  in  the  amendment  had  been  reported  by 
the  committee  to  the  house? 

Mr.  Campbell  replied  in  the  negative:  nor  had 
it  been  before  the  committee  when  its  report  was 
made. 


Mr.  Botts  stated  that  since  that  testimony  had 
been  received,  a special  meeting  of  the  committee 
had  been  called  expressly  to  consider  it:  as  he  un- 
derstood, the  committee  now  stood  discharged  from 
all  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  the 
contestors  (as  he  supposed  they  must  now  be  called) 
should  make  application  for  their  seats.  He  did 
hope  the  amendment  would  prevail,  and  that  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
should  go  the  country. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  R.  Garland,  Medill,  Jenifer,  Rives  and 
Graves,  in  a debate  of  great  interest,  from  the  per- 
sonal character  of  certain  parts  of  it,  but  the  report 
of  which  wre  must  defer  till  a future  opportunity. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  the  house  agreed  now7  to  proceed  to  con- 
sider them;  ayes  102,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Jenifer  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  he  lost 
his  right  to  the  floor  for  to-morrow  morning? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  first  of  the  orders  was  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate relative  to  the  improvement  in  the  Red  river 
raft. 

The  question  being,  first,  as  to  which  commitlee 
it  should  be  referred,  and,  second,  as  to  the  instruc- 
tions moved  by  Mr.  Biddle. 

The  question  being  successively  put  on  referring 
the  bill  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  on 
commerce,  and  of  ways  and  means,  it  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  instructions  having  been  read,  were  agreed 
to:  yeas  130,  nays  37. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  commonly  known  as 
the  sub-treasury  bill,  coming  up  on  its  first  and  se- 
cond reading — 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  its  commitment  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  moved  its  commitment 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  While, 
Rhett,  Everett,  Jones,  (in  explanation),  W.  Thomp- 
son, Vauderpoel,  Wise  and  Crabb  participated. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  ceriain  instructions. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  previous  question.  And 
there  was  a second.  And  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  taken.  And  the  main  question,  being 
first  on  commitment  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  was  then  taken  bv  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows:  yeas  77,  nays  1 15. 
So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  reclining  on  the  motion  to  com- 
mit to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a division.  So 
the  bill  was  committed  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Everett — Mr.  Petrikin  asked  tor  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were:  yeas  81,  nays  106.  . So  the  house  refus- 
ed to  adopt  the  instruciions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  by  general  consent, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  other  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table 
were  put  on  their  first  and  second  reading,  and  ap- 
propriately referred. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  location 
of  the  land  office  in  the  state  of  Mississippi;  and 
the  bill  allowing  further  time  to  the  trustees  of  Cen- 
tre college,  at  Danville,  in  Kentucky,  to  dispose  of 
lands  heretofore  granted  the  deaf  and  dumb  socie- 
ty; were  severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  heretofore  introduced  on  leave  by  Mr. 
Bell,  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  executive  officers  therein, 
coming  up  in  its  order,  aud  the  question  being  “shall 
the  bill  be  rejected?” 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  house 
at  this  time  with  any  remarks;  but  he  would  say 
that  he  considered  this  bill  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, of  greater  importance,  in  his  judgment 
(though  perhaps  he  might  view  it  v\ith  a partiality 
which  other  gentlemen  did  not  feelj  than  even  the 
sub-treasury  bill.  And  as  an  opportunity  had  thus 
been  afforded  to  him  of  making  remarks  which,  un- 
der other  circumstances,  he  scarcely  could  have 
hoped  to  have  had  the  privilege  of  making,  and  as 
he  had  wished  that  the  bill  might  be  discussed  on 
both  sides  of  the  house,  he  hoped  it  would  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  house  that  it  should  lie  over  until 
such  time  as  the  gemtleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Jones)  had  time  to  pass  his  treasury  note  bill. 

Some  conversation  as  to  the  order  of  business 
here  took  place  between  the  speaker  and  Mr.  Bell, 
the  drift  of  which  the  reporter  could  not  exactly 
hear  nor  comprehend;  but  the  speaker  having  de- 
cided that  this  bill  would  take  precedence  of  all 
business  of  its  class  on  the  speaker’s  table — 

A motion  wa3  made,  that  the  house  adjourn,  and 
it  prevailing,  the  house  then  adjourned. 
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Banks. — Manhattan  bank.  The  New  York  Ameri- 
can ot  Wednesday  afternoon  states  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  fact  of  the  first  teller’s  defalcation  caused  a tall 
in  the  value  of  the  stock  ol  six  per  cent — sales  having 
been  made  at  80. 

The  New  York  Courier  says:  We  are  informed  that 
the  committee  of  investigation  lately  appointed,  being 
last  night  in  session,  one  of  its  members  believing  he 
saw  something  wrong  in  the  account  uf  Mr.  New- 
comb, called  for  further  books  and  vouchers,  when 
Mr.  Newcomb  jumped  over  the  bank  counter  and  dis- 
appeared. He  has  not  since  been  heard  of.  His  de- 
ficit on  the  books  appears  to  be  $53,000,  but  Mr.  White, 
the  cashier,  has  since  accounted  satisfactorily  to  the 
committee  lor  part  of  this  sum,  so  that  the  defalcation 
is  now  reduced  to  $49,500.  The  cash  of  the  bank 
however,  has  not  yet  been  counted,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  known  positively  whether  any  further  abstraction 
of  property  has  taken  place. 

This  event  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  institution  immediately  interested,  as  of 
the  eli'ect  it  produces  on  the  public  mind  in  its  present 
feverish  state.  When  a laxity  of  order  and  superin- 
tendence in  the  officers  of  a public  company  which 
has  so  long  enjoyed  unbounded  confidence  is  made  so 
manifest,  it  excites  a universal  feeling  of  mistrust,  and 
depresses  that  rising  spirit  of  confidence  in  affairs  ge- 
nerally, which  is  so  necessary  at  this  moment  to  restore 
prosperity  to  the  commercial  world. 

Bicknell’s  Reporter  furnishes  some  valuable  informa- 
tion m relation  to  the  banking  institutions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  giving  some  tables  in  detail,  the  follow- 
ing recapitulation  is  furnished.  It  includes  all  the 
banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  as  well 
as  all  the  banks  of  the  interior: 

City  banks.  Country  banks. 
Capital  stock,  51,560,914  8,321,721 

Notes  in  circulation,  9,915,399  6,073,988 

Due  to  depositors,  7,503,442  2,618,192 

Due  to  other  banks,  6,370,680  612,360 

Specie  on  hand,  3,155,036  1,445,010 

Due  by  other  banks,  15,6i5,983  1,415,385 

Notes  of  other  banks,  3,423,092  597,918 

Notes  and  bills  discounted,  54,181,267  12,414,183 

Contingent  fund,  2,650,883  570,064 

Mississippi  Banks.  The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of 
Feb.  21st  says:  the  post  notes  of  the  Union  bantt  had 
declined  at  a most  rapid  rate  for  a few  days  previous. 
It  avers  that  the  state  cannot  be  made  liable  for  the 
issues  of  the  bank — the  state  is  only  liable  for  the  ori- 
ginal bonds,  not  for  the  post  notes,  or  any  other  notes. — 
And  it  intimates  that  the  stockholders  are  responsible 
for  the  full  amount  of  their  private  property  for  all  the 
issues  of  the  bank.  The  refusal  of  the  shipping  com- 
pany to  redeem  their  notes  is  said  to  be  a sore  subject, 
and  the  people  do  not  understand  the  reason  of  it. 

The  Free  Trader  publishes  the  proceedings  of  an  ad- 
journed meeting  of  the  citizens  held  on  the  subject  of 
their  depreciated  paper  currency,  and  to  devise  means 
to  secure  for  the  laborer  the  full  reward  of  his  toil.- — 
Resolutions  were  passed,  recommending  to  the  citizens 
‘uo  adopt  specie  payments  as  the  basis  of  all  their  busi- 
ness transactions — and  that  bank  notes  not  payable 
on  demand  he  only  received  hereafter  at  the  current 
rates  of  discount.’’ 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved.,  That  this  meeting  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  governor  of  this  state,  the  propriety  of  furnishing 
quarters  in  the  penitentiary  for  the  officers  of  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Brandon  banks;  also  lor  the  members  of 
the  Mississippi  Shipping  company,  and  that  the  ex- 
penses of  their  keeping  be  defrayed  from  that  portion 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  conviction  for  violations  of 
the  anti-gambiing  laws. 

Connecticut  river.  During  a recent  freshet,  occa- 
sioned by  the  spring  Hoods,  the  Connecticut  river  broke 
through  the  neck  of  the  Isthmus  near  Hockanum, 
forming  a new  channel.  One  county  gains  from  ano- 
ther about  a thousand  acres  of  land,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  river  is  shortened  by  about  four 
miles.  [Balt.  Amer.  March  7. 

The  cotton  crop.  A letter  from  Apalachicola,  to 
the  North  American,  under  date  of  Feb.  19,  says: 

“Until  within  two  or  three  weeks  past  our  rivers 
had  been  so  extremely  low  that  very  little  cotton  had 
been  received,  and  but  a small  quantity  of  merchandise 
sent  into  the  country;  but  within  that  time  the  rivers 
have  risen,  and  we  have  four  or  five  steamboats  arri- 
vals daily.  There  will  he  shipped  from  this  river  up- 
wards of  100,090  bales  of  cotton  this  season,  against 
51,000  bales  last  season.  It  is  selling  from  G to  7 1-2, 
Georgia  funds,  which  is  lower  at  the  present  time  than 
at  any  other  seaport  in  the  union.  The  trade  of  nearly 
one-half  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  a considerable  portion 
of  that  of  Alabama  and  ol  Florida,  passes  through 
this  place.” 

Cotton  trade.  The  condition  in  which  the  trade 
in  this  staple  is  at  the  present  time,  is  thus  referred  to 
in  die  New  York  Express: 

The  cotton  business  has  entirely  changed  this  year. 
Last  year  a large  portion  of  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
speculators,  who  in  many  instances,  with  small  means, 
were  able  by  advances,  to  control  a vast  amount.  The 
season  tinned  disastrous,  and  swept  this  class  away. 
The  facilities  that  was  afforded  by  the  southern  banks 
induced  large  shipments,  which  in  most  cases  turned 
out  ruinous.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  staple  is 
now  left  to  its  own  intrinsic  value;  shippers  buy  and 
export  as  appears  most  for  their  interest;  manufac- 


turers purchase  to  meet  the  demands  and  the  business 
is  thus  perfectly  regular.  The  article  has  fallen  to  a 
very  low  point;  quite  as  low  as  we  have  ever  known  it 
— and  quite  as  low,  when  the  value  of  the  currency  is 
considered,  as  it  ever  has  been  at  the  south. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
duction of  Indian  cotton,  states,  on  the  authority  of  a 
gentleman  resident  in  China,  that  in  1831,  ’32,  there 
were  imported  into  Canton  direct  from  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  166,246  bales  of  cotton.  The  quantity  im- 
ported last  year  is  estimated  at  200,000  bales.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  there  was  a considerable  supply  of  cotton 
goods  and  twist.  It  is  thought  that  in  view  of  these 
Facts,  the  blockade  of  Canton  will  effect  the  cotton 
market  somewhat,  since  the  above  named  quantity  of 
India  cotton  being  shut  out  from  Canton  will  remain  on. 
hand  to  seek  another  direction. 

Mr.  Maury,  the  first  American  consul  at  Liverpool, 
whose  death  recently  took  place  at  New  York,  wit- 
nessed the  first  importation  at  Liverpool  of  American 
cotton,  and  which  was  seized  under  an  impression 
that  it  had  been  grown  in  India — the  British  laws  not 
permitting  the  import  of  India  articles  save  in  British 
bottoms.  He  lived  to  see  the  crop  of  this  country 
reach  nearly  two  millions  of  bales,  and  the  import  from 
this  country  to  Great  Britain  nearly  one  million  of 
bales,  and  the  money  market  of  both  countries  pretty 
much  governed  by  the  trade  in  this  article.  [Nat.  Int. 

Election  of  state  senator  in  Caroline  county. 
The  following  is  the  result  of  the  election  recently  held 
in  Caroline  county  for  a senator  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  lion.  John 
Boone: — 

James  Turner,  (W.)  602;  Robt.  T.  Keene,  (V.  B.) 
565.  Turner’s  majority,  37. 

Explosion.  About  nine  o’clock  yesterday  morning 
the  drying  house  attached  to  the  powder  works  of  Jas. 
Beatty,  esq.  about  five  miles  from  Baltimore,  blew  up 
with  a loud  explosion,  which  was  heard  very  distinctly 
in  this  city.  About  1,500  pounds  of  powder  were  burnt, 
entirely  demolishing  the  house,  but,  we  are  happy  to 
learn,  doing  no  injury  to  any  person. 

[Balt.  Amer.  March  7. 

Flour.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  Tuesday  says 
that  a contract  has  recently  been  made  for  the  trans- 
portation of  ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour  from  points 
between  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  to  New  Yorl$,  by 
the  wav  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  yesterday  says  that  the 
Camben  and  Amboy  rail  road  company  are  now  for- 
warding flour  over  their  rail  road  from  that  city  to  New 
York,  at  25  cents  per  barrel.  Within  the  last  few  days 
they  have  forwarded  between  4,000  and  5,000  barrels. 
They  have  also  a contract  with  one  house,  to  forward 
10,000  barrels  at  the  same  rate.  This  illustrates  in 
clear  light,  the  immense  advantage  of  rail  roads. 

Improved  locomotive.  On  Saturday  last,  we  had 
the  pleasure,  in  company  with  several  scientific  gentle- 
man of  this  place,  of  witnessing  a new  and  improved 
locomotive  engine,  in  full  operation.  The  advantages 
derived  from  the  improvement  on  this  engine,  are  no 
doubt  very  important,  and  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  pre- 
dicting, that  when  once  fully  and  practically  developed, 
will  be  generally  adapted  not  only  to  stationary  but  to 
locomotive  engines  on  our  public  roads.  One  essential 
improvement  in  the  construction  of  this  engine,  is  the 
saving  of  steam  whicti  requires  but  one-half  the  quanti- 
ty and  maintains  the  same  power  as  that  of  an  ordina- 
ry engine.  We  were  particularly  delighted  with  the 
neat  and  elegant  finish  of  the  engine,  and  certainly 
does  much  credit  to  the  mechanical  genius  of  the  pro- 
jector and  builder,  col.  Henry  High,  of  this  borough. 
We  understand  that  a patent  right  has  been  secured, 
and  that  a thorough  trial  of  its  advantages  will  shortly 
be  made  on  the  Columbia  railroad. 

[ Reading  Hem.  Press. 

Income  of  railways  on  main  lines.  By  official  re- 
turns we  perceive  that  the  five  principal  rail  roads  in 
Massachusetts,  to  wit:  the  Boston  and  Providence,  the 
Boston  and  Lowell,  the  Boston  and  Worcester,  the 
Eastern,  and  the  Taunton,  with  the  Camben  and  Am- 
boy. in  New  Jersey;  and  the  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, have  cost  in  the  aggregate  $12,281,225.  The 
amount  received  for  freight  and  passengers  during  the 
year  1839,  has  been  $2,146,468.  After  deducting  eve- 
ry expense,  they  have  netted  to  their  stockholders  near 
9 per  cent,  or  $1,035,528.  The  receipts  and  expenses 
on  the  Utica  and  Syracuse  and  Utica  and  Schenec- 
tady rail  roads  lor  the  last  year,  are  not  yet  published. 
We  understand  the  last  roads  will  show  a nett  income 
of  14  per  cent,  and  that  the  Syracuse  rail  road  (put  in 
operation  last  July,  and  for  the  first  4 months  received 
at  the  rate  of  $840  per  day)  will  exceed  this  rate  of  in- 
come. 

Money  matters  in  Philadelphia.  Affairs  are  not 
in  a comfortable  condition  in  Philadelphia.  The  North 
American  says: 

Much  excitement  and  confusion  prevailed  yesterday 
in  the  mercantile  community,  arising  from  the  refusal 
of  the  Girard  and  United  States  banks  to  make  any 
other  payment  of  checks  or  notes  payable  at  those  in- 
stitutions than  by  marking  them  “good.”  This  was 
followed  by  a refusal  of  such  endorsements  for  pay- 
ments at,  or  deposites  in,  most  of  the  other  hanks;  some 
of  these  marked  all  checks  on  them,  others  neither 
marked  nor  received  any,  making  all  their  transactions 
in  notes. 

We  learn  that  the  two  banks  which  have  supplied 
nearly  all  the  circulating  medium  since  the  suspension, 


state  their  unwillingness  to  continue  this  course,  alleg- 
ing that  each  hank  shall  supply  its  own  quota.  The 
other  banks  decline  paying  out  "their  notes  until  these 
two  institutions  can  pay  oft" their  indebtedness  to  them, 
as  this  course  would  increase  the  debt  beyond  the  ex- 
tent they  would  feel  themselves  justified  in  trusting  any 
institution,  but  allege  that,  as  soon  as  the  debtor  banks 
can  mend  their  position,  they  will  find  other  than  their 
own  notes  in  circulation. 

We  refrain  at  present  from  any  comment,  other  than 
that  there  is  wrong  somewhere,  and  the  community 
will  not  for  any  length  of  time  patiently  endure  a con- 
tinuance of  this  state  of  things. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  learn  that,  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates  of  the  different  banks  last  evening, 
no  definite  course  of  action  was  agreed  upon. 

The  Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette  has  the  fol- 
lowing explanation  in  reference  to  “marked  checks” 
and  the  object  of  them: 

Marked  checks.  Inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the 
mode  adopted  by  some  of  the  Philadelphia  banks,  of 
marking  “good”  upon  certain  checks,  instead  of  paying 
out  notes  therefor.  We  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the 
cause  and  object  of  this  movement,  and  learned  that 
at  the  time  the  banks  suspended,  (in  October,  1839),  it 
was  agreed  that  each  should  issue  its  own  notes,  and 
that  atter  settlement  interest  should  be  allowed  for  any 
balance. 

Shortly  after  this  arrangement,  many  of  the  banks  de- 
clined giving  out  their  own  notes,  and  have  continued 
from  that  time  to  the  present  to  issue,  in  payment  for 
checks,  current  notes  of  almost  any  other  bank,  but  not 
their  own  notes;  and  when  they  were  deficient  in  such 
notes,  they  marked  the  large  checks  “good,”  and  they 
were  received  at  the  counters  of  other  banks  where 
payment  was  to  be  made.  This  movement  of  course 
soon  withdrew  from  circulation  the  notes  of  these  banks, 
and  left  the  channel  of  currency  chiefly  occupied  by  the 
notes  of  the  banks  that  did  not  adopt  that  course. 

The  notes  thus  passing,  when  they  find  their  way 
into  the  hands  of  certain  persons,  are  carried  to  the 
issuing  banks  for  “marking”  and,  for  extraordinary  in- 
terest and  suits.  This  course  induced  the  banks, 
which  had  hitherto  issued  their  own  notes,  to  mark 
‘ good”  checks  of  any  considerable  amount,  in  order, 
ol  course  to  keep  their  notes  from  circulation. 

Tnis  was  the  state  of  the  matter  as  late  as  yesterday, 
when  we  believe  some  of  the  banks  refused  to  receive 
such  checks.  It  adds  one  more  to  the  difficulties  of 
the  times,  but  it  seems  also  to  be  a necessary  conse- 
quence of  other  difficulties. 

The  difficulties  to  which  we  referred  yesterday,  re- 
lative to  the  leiusal  of  certain  banks  to  receive  the 
marked  checks,  ’ continued  though  we  believe  it  was 
not  so  extensive  as  on  Wednesday.  The  operation  of 
this  mode  of  marking  the  checks  “good,”  is  particularly 
unpleasant  to  those  who  reside  in  New  York,  and  wish 
either  to  remit  or  demand;  and,  as  a consequence,  yes- 
terday bank  notes  were  at  a premium.  We  believe 
that  most  of  the  banks  received  the  marked  checks  in 
payment,  though  many  of  them  declined  taking  them 
on  deposile. 

The  Inquirer  says— No  improvement  in  our  money 
and  stock  market.  The  banks  yesterday  paid  out  the 
notes  oi  tlie  United  States  bank,  and  of  country  banks, 
as  usual.  The  impression  prevails  that  the  force  bill  will 
become  a law,  and  that  the  consequence  will  be  sadly 
disastrous  to  the  business  community.  The  subject 
will  come  up  for  consideration  in  the  iiouse  to-day. 

[Amer. 


Packet  ships.  Our  harbor,  (says  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce),  is  remarkably  bare  of  packet 
ships.  Of  the  five  following  great  packet  lines,  the 
annexed  is  the  present  state  of  the  case.  The  first 
column  indicates  the  number  of  ships  composing  the 
lines,  and  the  second  column  the  number  now  in  port. 

Whole  No.  of  ships.  In  port. 

Liverpool,  22  2 

London,  12  l 

New  Orleans,  24  0 

Mobile,  24  0 

Havre,  18  2 


Total, 


100 


Pork  in  the  west.  The  Cincinnati  Republican  of 
the  29th  ult.  says — This  staple  article  of  the  west,  from 
ail  appearances,  is  really  becoming  more  dull  of  sale 
every  day.  It  may  be  said  that  the  sales  are  some- 
what fluctuating,  with  no  increase  in  prices,  but  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  a downward  tendency. 

At  our  own  wharf  where  there  is  some  pork  shipped, 
in  quantity,  perhaps,  two-thirds  more  titan  at  any  other 
mart  in  the  west,  it  is  cheap  enough  in  all  conscience, 
commanding  less  prices  than  have  been  known  for  a 
long  time.  But  although  pork  is  cheap  here,  it  is  also 
as  cheap  in  proportion  wherever  it  is  a prominent  ar- 
ticle of  trade.  At  Bloomington,  (Indiana),  we  heard 
of  some  sales  made  a few  days  since  at  two  dollars  per 
hundred,  nett  weight,  which,  cheap  as  corn  is,  would 
not  pay  for  fattening  it. 

Supreme  court.  Our  correspondent  at  Washington 
writes  to  us  as  follows — “The  court  have  decided  to 
hear  no  new  cases  after  to-day,  and  to  separate  on 
Monday  next.  In  regard  to  the  case  of  Holmes,  of 
Vermont,  the  court  did  not  reverse  the  decision  of  <he  } 
supreme  court  of  Vermont.  Four  of  the  judges  were 
of  opinion  that  this  court  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  the  point  at  issue  was  whether  the  governor  of 
Vermont  had  a right  to  deliver  Holmes  up  to  Canada. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ARRIVAL  OF  THE  BRITISH  QUEEN. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

The  British  Queen,  which  left  Portsmouth  on 
Monday,  2d  instant,  brings  us  London  papers  of  29th 
February.  The  most  material  political  fact  is  the 
dissolution  of,  and  up  to  the  latest  dales,  the  failure 
to  reconstruct,  the  French  ministry. 

By  some  unaccountable  accident  or  neglect,  we 
are,  as  we  understand  is  the  case  with  other  offices, 
without  our  regular  files  by  this  vessel — having  only 
two  papers,  of  29th  February — which  furnish  all  the 
paiticulars  we  annex. 

The  rumored  treaty  between  England  and  Rus- 
sia, continues  to  excite  great  interest  in  the  political 
circles  of  Paris.  Before  discussing  ils  ed'ects  we 
think  the  journals  would  do  well  to  inform  them- 
selves whether  this  treaty  has  really  an  existence. 

The  queen  and  her  husband  were  visiting  the 
theatres,  and  were  every  where  received  with  great 
enthusiasm. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  has  quite  recovered. 

The  American  captains  at  Liverpool  celebrated 
the  birth-day  of  Washington. 

Catlin’s  gallery  of  Indian  portraits  is  visited  by 
all  the  nobility,  as  well  as  by  large  numbers  of 
other  people. 

Affars  of  China.  In  the  house  of  commons,  28th 
February. 

Captain  Boldero  wished  to  know  from  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  whe- 
ther he  had  received  any  official  despatches  stating 
the  force  employed  by  the  Chinese  in  their  late 
attack  upon  the  British  ships,  or  stating  the  force 
opposed  to  the  Chinese,  or  the  number  of  Chinese 
killed? 

Lord  Palmerston  replied,  that  he  had  received  no 
official  information  on  these  subjects. 

The  condition  of  the  money  market  was  not  en- 
couraging— a great  pressure  existing  on  the  stock 
exchange,  though  out  of  doors  the  rate  was  not 
over  5 per  cent. 

United  States  bank  stock,  which,  by  the  Western, 
was  quoted  at  £17,  is,  by  the  Queen;  as  we  hear, 
quoted  at  £15  10s.  — a great  fall— which  we  can 
only  account  for  on  the  supposition  that  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  failure  of  Pennsylvania  to  pay  her  in- 
terest on  IstFebruary  had  reached  England,  with- 
out the  subsequent  advice  of  her  repairing  the  er- 
ror— and  that  this  had  effected  all  American  stocks. 

London , Feb.  29.  In  the  foreign  exchanges  yes- 
terday afternoon  there  was  a trifling  improvement, 
but  no  business  of  consequence  w'as  transacted. — 
Money  continues  at  a high  rate  in  the  house,  but 
out  of  it  it  can  be  obtained  at  four  to  five  per  cent, 
owing  to  the  quality  of  the  paper. 

Consols  maintain  the  mornings  quotations,  90jj 
91  for  the  April  account,  and  90§  money.  Ex- 
chequer bills  5 3-5  premium;  India  bonds,  2 dis. 
par;  bank  stock,  173  £ 9. 

The  following  notice  was  issued  by  the  bank: 

“The  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land do  hereby  give  notice  that  they  are  ready  to 
receive  applications  for  loans  upon  the  deposite  of 
bills  of  exchange  not  having  more  than  3 months 
Vol.  VKI.— Sir,.  3. 


) to  run,  exchequer  bills  and  East  India  bonds;  such 
loans  to  be  repaid  on  or  before  the  24th  of  April 
next,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  to  be  for  sums  of  not  less  than  $2,000 
each. 

“Bank  of  England,  Feb.  27,  1840.” 

Petitions  continue  to  be  poured  into  parliament 
relating  to  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws.  Theyspeak 
of  these  laws  in  the  severest  terms  of  condemna- 
tion. 

“That  your  petitioners  most  humby,  yet  firmly 
declare  that  they  would  willingly  obey  the  laws  lor 
the  sake  of  law  and  order  and  for  the  well  being  of 
society;  but  considering  the  corn  laws,  as  they  do, 
a direct  robbery  of  the  working  classes,  they  can 
only  submit  to  it  from  physical  force,  as  they  would 
of  necessity  submit  to  any  other  tyranny.” 

General  average  of  wheat  for  the  week  ending 
Feb.  21st,  65s.  10d.;  aggregate  for  six  weeks  65s. 
5d. — duty  21s.  8d. 

Cotton  market,  Liverpool,  Feb.  27.  Our  cotton 
market  continues  quiet,  without  any  material  change 
iu  prices.  Americans  may  be  considered  a little 
easier  to  buy,  and  Pernams  somewhat  dearer  than 
last  week. 

The  business  to-day  amounts  to  3,500  bags,  all 
to  the  trade,  and  comprise  350  Brazils,  8|d.  to  8 
7-8d.;  50  Egyptian,  9d.;  100  surats,  4£d.  to  5d.; 
and  the  remainder  Americans. 

Feb.  28.  We  have  had  a tolerable  attendance  of 
the  trade  this  week,  and  they  have  been  met  fully 
by  the  holders  without  making  any  concession  in 
prices,  the  market  remaining,  as  at  the  close  of 
last  week,  dull  and  cheerless.  The  sales  to-day 
are  about  3,000  bales.  No  alteration  in  Brazils, 
though  in  the  absence  of  Surats  they  may  perhaps 
be  a little  dearer.  1,350  American,  and  100  Surat 
on  speculation  this  week;  1,360  American,  300 
Surat,  and  350  Bengal  for  export;  2,040  American, 
140  Egyptian,  320  Carthagenian,  100  Bahia,  40 
Pernams,  and  20  Maranhams  forwarded  into  the 
country  unsold  this  month. 

The  London  Sun  of  29th  February,  thus  referred 
to  the  French  ministry  and  to  the  British  and  French 
relations  generally. 

On  Thursday  evening,  27th  February,  the  three 
days  within  which  the  king  of  the  French  promised 
to  appoint  a cabinet,  were  within  a few  hours  of 
being  expired,  nevertheless  France  continued  with- 
out a responsible  government.  All  e}res  w’ere  turn- 
ed upon  M.  Thiers,  who  alone  appeared  among  the 
candidates  for  office  to  have  any  chance  of  success; 
but  between  M.  Thiers  and  the  king  there  is  no  real 
sympathy;  and  if  his  majesty,  after  wearing  out  the 
patience  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  can  prevail  upon 
Soultto  resume  the  office  of  president  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  invite  back  his  colleagues  to  their  old 
posts,  Thiers’  services  will  be  politely  dispensed 
with. 

The  duke  de  Broglie  had  been  applied  to  by  the 
king — but  declined  entering  anew  into  political  life. 

Galignani’s  Messenger  thus  accounts  for  this  re- 
fusal: 

We  are  assured  that  the  motive  of  the  refusal  of 
the  duke  de  Broglie  to  return  to  office,  to  which  all 
parties  seem  to  invite  him,  lies  in  his  domestic  affec- 
tions and  recollections.  The  dutchess  de  Broglie  is 
said  to  have  required  a promise  from  the  duke  when 
on  her  deathbed,  that  he  would  abstain  from  public 
affairs  until  the  education  of  their  only  son  should 
have  been  completed. 

Up  to  the  present  hour  we  do  not  hear  any  thing 
further  from  Paris  respecting  the  appointment  of 
the  new  ministry;  had  the  appointment  taken  place 
in  the  course  of  yesterday  it  would  have  been  re- 
ceived by  telegraph. 

The  France  states  that  Cabrera,  instead  of  being 
quietly  in  his  grave,  where  ail  France  suspected  he 
was  for  the  last  month  or  two,  is  quite  convalescent. 

An  envoy  has  been  sent  from  France  to  the  em- 
peror of  Morroceo  to  prevail  upon  his  Moorish  ma- 
jesty to  give  himself  less  trouble  than  he  is  reported 
to  do  about  his  Abdel  Kader.  Louis  Philiippe  will 
be  particularly  obliged  to  him  if  he  will  prevent 
his  subjects  from  supplying  the  Emir  with  cannon 
and  military  stores.  A French  ship  of  the  line  was 
stationed  off  Tangier  to  give  effect  to  the  polite  re- 
quest of  the  French  envoy — the  civic  sovereign  be- 
ing of  opinion  that  no  eloquence,  not  even  that 
of  gold,  is  so  irresistible  in  Africa  as  that  of  can- 
I non. 


We  find,  says  the  London  Sun,  of  29th  uit.  some 
interesting  intelligence  from  the  east  in  the  Paris 
journals  of  Wednesday.  The  steamboat  from  Tre- 
bisond  brought  an  account  to  Constantinople  that 
Dost  Mohammed  Khan  again  threatens  Cabool,  and 
that  the  English  army  had  received  orders  to  return 
to  that  city  to  defend  the  throne  of  the  Shah  Soojah- 
ool-Moolk.  Letters  from  Bagdad  likewise  stated 
that  the  Shah  of  Persia  was  dangerously  ill,  and 
that  revolts  had  broken  out  in  the  provinces  of 
Shiraz  and  Ispahan,  to  suppress  which  large  bodies 
of  troops  had  marched  from  Teheran.  These  state- 
ments were  regarded  as  not  worthy  of  much  credit. 

It  was  believed  that  Ihe  reported  illness  of  the 
Shah,  and  the  provincial  insurrections,  were  feints 
for  sending  an  army  to  drive  the  English  out  of  the 
Persian  gulf.  Russia  had  regained  all  her  influence 
at  the  court  of  Teheran;  and  a tartar,  who  reached 
Constantinople  in  fourteen  days  from  that  capital, 
brought  despatches  to  lord  Ponsonby,  which  inlorm- 
ed  his  lordship  that  the  Khivan  expedition  was  un- 
dertaken for  the  express  purpose  of  overthrowing 
British  influence  in  Central  Asia.  That  a part  of 
this  expedition  was  to  head  the  Persian  troops  de- 
stined to  drive  the  English  out  of  the  gulf,  was  no 
secret  to  the  obscurest  of  the  inhabitants  of  Teheran. 

The  landing  of  the  Russian  troops  at  Asterabad, 
within  the  Persian  territory,  had  quite  elated  the 
ministers  of  the  Shah,  who  saw  with  joy  that  they 
were  so  posted  as  to  embarrass  (he  operations  of  the 
English  in  the  neighborhood  of  Heiat.  In  addition 
to  this  news  from  Persia,  which  calls  for  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  the  government,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing curious  intelligence  from  Constantinople, 
in  a letter  of  the  7th  inst.  addressed  to  the  Journal 
des  Debats.  If  the  statements  it  embodies  be  cor- 
rect, Mehemet  Ali  has  as  yet  but  little  to  fear  from 
the  unanimity  of  the  great  powers. 

Marriage  of  her  majesty  with  prince  Albert  of  Saxe 
Coburg  and  Gotha,  on  Monday. 

Monday  being  the  auspicious  day  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  the  nuptials  of  our  young  and 
gracious  sovereign  with  her  royal  cousin  prince 
Albert,  of  the  house  of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Gotha, 
was  celebrated  as  a universal  holiday  throughout 
the  metropolis.  The  whole  of  its  vast  population 
seemed  to  be  in  motion  from  the  earliest  hour. 

An  event  so  novel  as  this,  more  than  a century 
having  elapsed  since  the  nuptials  of  a reigning 
queen  of  this  country  were  celebrated,  would  be 
sufficient,  independent  of  the  magnificence  and 
splendor  attendant  thereon,  and  the  youth  of  our 
beloved  sovereign,  to  engage  the  universal  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  the  nation.  It  is  not,  then,  to 
be  wondered  that  these  combined  circumstances 
should  make  the  people  of  this  country,  who  are 
despite  what  a disaffected  few  may  say  or  think, 
naturally  arid  intrinsically  a loyal  people,  suspend 
their  ordinary  avocations  and  cease  their  laboring 
toil,  to  join  in  keeping  holiday,  and  publicly  to  de- 
monstrate their  attachment  to  the  throne,  and  their 
earnest  wishes  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
their  young  and  lovely  queen.  No  imperial  man- 
date was  necessary  to  compel  a cold  observance  of 
respect.  The  homage  was  neither  forced  nor, feign- 
ed, but  the  voluntary  offering  of  warm  hearts,  par- 
ticipating in  the  joy  of  the  royal  bride,  beating 
with  hopes  for  brighter  days,  and  breathing  prayers 
for  a prolonged  reign  of  purity  and  peace. 

At  early  dawn  “the  busy  hum  of  men”  arose 
from  the  vast  metropolis  and  its  populous  suburbs. 
The  cannons’  roar  saluted  the  opening  day,  and 
“The  morning  trumpets’  festival  proclaimed 
Through  each  high  street,’’ 
and,  as  the  hastening  crowds  moved  towards  the 
chief  point  of  attraction,  the  line  of  road  through 
which  the  royal  possession  was  to  pass,  they  be- 
held on  each  side  of  the  way,  the  houses  adorned 
with  various  ornamental  devices,  consisting  of  gay 
flags,  gorgeous  banners,  and  costly  preparations  for 
the  night’s  illuminations.  The  neighborhood  of  the 
palaces  was  speedily  occupied  by  cheerful  groups, 
ever  and  anon  gathering  additions,  till  the  whole 
intended  route  was  lined  with  vast  multitudes. — 
Constitution-hill,  and  those  points  of  the  parks 
which  commanded  even  the  remotest  view  of  the 
scene, 

“Where  the  throng. 

On  banks  and  scaffolds,  under  sky  might  stand,” 
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were  supplied  with  various  ingeniously  contrived 
accommodations,  for  the  privilege  of  which  no 
mean  price  was  demanded,  and  no  lack  of  pur- 
chasers was  found.  The  distant  windows  teemed 
with  heads,  as  did  those  also  of  the  mansions  and 
dwellings  of  the  closer  thoroughfares  through  which 
the  cortege  was  to  pass.  Even  the  roofs  were  te- 
nanted by  eager  spectators  who  from  the  giddy 
height  looking  down,  seemingly  unmindful  of  their 
perilous  position.  Besides  all  this,  every  niche 
and  practicable  spot,  was  made  the  resting  place 
of  platforms  and  galleries,  gaily  festooned  and  de- 
corated, 

“With  seats  where  all  the  lords,  and  each  degree 
Of  sort  might  sit,  in  order  to  behold,” 
for  it  was  not  possible  to  accommodate  all  the  rank 
and  elite  of  fashion  within  the  royal  chapel.  The 
sex  most  honored  on  this  day  mingled  in  the  masses, 
and  may  be  said  to  have  formed  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
the  majority  of  the  spectators  on  this  festive  occa- 
sion. A profusion  of  white  favors  was  displayed, 
and  the  handy  work  of  the  seamstress  was  exhibited 
in  a thousand  varied  forms  on  the  graceful  and 
beauteous  wearers.  If  beauty  needed  ornament, 
the  skill  of  fashion  supplied  it  plentifully. 

“Beauty  is  nature’s  brag,  and  must  be  shown 
In  courts,  at  feats,  and  high  solemnities, 

Where  most  may  wonder  at  the  workmanship. 

And  many  a beauteous  dame  and  worthy  knight 
Came  there  the  nuptials  to  celebrate.” 

At  length  the  long  prolracted  but  patient  ex- 
pectation of  the  assembled  myriads  was  worked  up 
to  the  highest  point  of  desire  by  the  (premonitory 
sounds  of  the  queen’s  departure  from  Buckingham 
Palace.  The  noise  of  many  drums,  the  brazen 
throats  of  signal  guns,  and  the  clang  of  martial 
trumpets  had  scarcely'  ceased  their  loud  announce- 
ment, when  the  state  carriage  in  which  her  majesty 
rode,  issued  from  the  marble  portal. 

“At  sight  of  her,  the  people,  with  a shout, 

Rifled  the  air.’’ 

The  troops  presented  arms  the  queen  passed;  the 
bands  struck  up  with  renewed  vigor  the  national 
anthem;  and  the  royal  cortege  moved  forward,  her 
majesty  bowing  in  return  to  the  greetings  of  her 
subjects. 

“Fair  honor,  drest  in  robes,  adorn  her  state, 

And  in  her  train  the  crowding  people  wait, 

Who,  pressing,  view  with  what  a tempered  grace 
The  looks  of  majesty  compose  her  face. 

And  mingling  sweetness  shines;  or  how  her  dress, 
And  how  her  pomp  an  inward  joy  confess; 

Then  fill’d  with  pleasures,  to  her  glory  due, 

With  shouts — the  chariot  moving  on — pursue.’’ 
But  it  was  physically  impossible  to  keep  up  the 
pursuit;  the  “thick  phalanx  of  embodied  men,” 
which  already  filled  the  upper  space,  rendered  the 
progression  of  the  multitude  in  the  rear  impractica- 
ble. The  mass  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  re- 
main stationary;  but  not  so  their  enthusiasm.  The 
shouts  of  those  whom  the  procession  had  passed  fol- 
lowed it,  and  united  with  the  bursts  of  loyal  cheer- 
ing from  those  ahead'.  Thus  a feu  de  joie  of  huzzas 
was  kept  up  as  far  as  the  ear  could  drink  in  the 
cheerful  sounds. 

Such  was  the  joyous  manner  in  which  the  bridal 
queen  of  these  realms  was  hailed  in  her  progress  to 
the  holy  temple  where  that  solemn  rite  was  per- 
formed, which  has  united  her  to  the  man  of  her 
choice,  a circumstance  somewhat  unusual  to  per- 
sons in  her  majesty’s  high  station.  Her  entrance 
to  the  royal  chapel  suspended  the  joyous  acclama- 
tions of  the  multitude,  and  the  silence  which  en- 
sued was  calculated  to  awaken  other  and  higher 
emotions  than  those  which  are  involved  in  the  ges- 
ticulations and  huzzas  of  mere  animal  excitement. 
The  interval  between  her  majesty’s  ingress  to  St. 
James’  Palace,  and  her  return,  was  one  of  tranquil- 
lity; the  crowd  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
building,  when  the  holy  i i te  was  proceeding,  seem- 
ed desirous  of  paying  an  external  respect  to  the 
solemnity,  or  of  catching  some  faint  sound  indicative 
of  the  progress  of  the  ceremony  within. 

“They  seemed  to  bear  the  full  devotional  quire 
To  heaven’s  high  dome  their  awful  anthem  raise, 
Now  chanting  clear  and  now  they  all  conspire, 

To  swell  the  lofty  hymn  from  praise  to  praise. 

And  what  truly  British  heart  is  there  unwilling 
to  join  in  aspirations  that  this  union  may  be  auspi- 
cious of  the  good  of  the  country,  and  that  under  the 
reign  of  our  most  gracious  queen, 

“Horrid  with  want  and  misery,  no  more 
Our  streets  the  tender  passengers  afflict 
Nor  shiv’ring  age,  nor  sickness  without  friend, 

Or  home,  or  bed  to  bear  his  living  load; 

Nor  agonising  infant  that  ne’er  earned 
Its  guiltless  pangs!” 

And  moreover,  that  “peace  and  happiness,  truth 
and  justice,  religion  and  piety,  may  be  established 
among  us  for  all  generations!” 


We  had  made  arrangements  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
present  the  public  with  the  most  full  and  accurate 
accounts  of  the  events  of  the  day,  and  shall  now 
proceed  to  enumerate  all  that  came  under  the  notice 
of  the  gentlemen  specially  employed  on  this  oc- 
casion to  embody  the  occurrences  of  a day  so  aus- 
picious to  the  future  destinies  of  these  realms. — 
We  earnestly  implore  Divine  Providence  it  may  be 
the  source  of  the  purest  and  most  unmixed  pleasure 
to  the  two  young  and  interesting  individuals  this 
day  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony. 

As  early  as  six  o’clock  this  morning,  the  bells  at 
all  the  principal  churches  in  the  metropolis  ushered 
in  the  auspicious  day  with  merry  peals,  and  the 
flags  were  hoisted  on  the  different  towers  a3  soon  as 
the  day  had  fairly  broken.  The  early  part  of  the 
morning  was  not  so  fine  as  might  have  been  antici- 
pated from  the  two  last  days. 

Proceedings  in  the  Park. 

At  a very  early  hour  this  morning  crowds  of  anxi- 
ous gazprs  were  assembled  in  St.  James’  Park; 
even  so  early  as  six  o’clock,  numbers  were  already 
stationed  in  the  Mall  and  near  the  entrance  to  the 
palace.  The  morning  was  blusterous,  and  a slight 
rain  began  to  fall  about  seven.  Notwithstanding 
this,  numbers  of  respectably  dressed  persons,  both 
male  and  female,  continued  to  pour  into  the  Park 
from  all  quarters  of  the  metropolis,  and  cabs  and 
coaches  might  be  seen,  almost  from  daylight, pouring 
into  the  metropolis  from  every  direction. 

The  commissioners  of  police,  to  prevent  accidents, 
had  issued  directions  that  no  standings  should  be 
fixed  in  the  Park,  and  the  constables  placed  at  the 
different  entrances  had  directions  to  prevent  the  ad- 
mission of  tables,  planks,  or  benches.  The  specu- 
lators, however,  were  determined  not  to  be  foiled, 
and  a great  number  of  articles  of  the  above  descrip- 
tion were  thrown  over  the  railings  of  the  Park,  in 
Piccadilly,  and  in  an  incredible  short  space  of  time 
the  whole  distance  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  pa- 
lace, down  to  the  end  of  the  railings  inside  the 
Green  Park,  was  covered  with  benches  and  plat- 
forms, and  the  “standings,”  were  speedily  occupied 
by  the  persons  assembled. 

About  eight  o’clock  a large  body  of  police  from 
all  the  divisions  of  the  metropolitan  police  force, 
under  the  charge  of  experienced  officers,  mustered 
in  the  Mall,  and  shortly  afterwards  they  were  sta- 
tioned from  the  palace  to  the  entrance  of  the  chapel 
at  St.  James’.  About  the  same  time,  two  battering 
trains  of  the  royal  artillery  from  Woolwich,  each 
consisting  of  four  guns,  arrived,  and  were  station- 
ed inside  the  Park  for  the  purpose  of  firing  royal 
salutes  as  her  majesty  proceeded  from  the  palace 
to  St.  James’.  The  line  of  road  was  kept  by  regi- 
ments of  the  life  guards  and  dragoons,  and  a clear 
space  was  kept  down  the  centre  of  the  Mall  for  the 
passage  of  the  royal  and  illustrious  cortege. 

At  nine  o’clock  the  royal  standard  was  hoisted  on 
the  summit  of  the  beautiful  classic  marble  arch  in 
front  of  the  palace.  Banners  were  flying,  and  other 
testimonials  of  the  joyous  occasion  were  to  be  seen 
floating  from  the  different  club-houses,  hotels  and 
private  dwelling  houses  in  the  neighborhood  of  St. 
James’.  Several  extra  bodies  of  police,  amount- 
ing in  number  to  upwards  of  2,000,  were  stationed 
at  the  different  avenues  leading  to,  and  in  the  Park, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  order  and  regularity, 
and  their  vigilance  was  apparent  in  detecting,  as 
usual,  several  of  the  “swell  mob”  who  had  com- 
menced their  depredations.  Those  persons  who 
had  gained  access  into  the  Park  during  the  night, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  standing  palaces,  were 
now  obliged  to  remove  within  the  railings  of  the 
Green  Park.  The  spectators  were  thus  preserved 
from  the  danger  of  accidents,  as  was  the  case  at  the 
corronation,  by  the  breaking  down,  &c.  of  unsafe 
erections. 

At  ten  o’clock  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  notwith- 
standing which  the  assemblage  of  visitors  to  the 
Park  became  immense.  Persons  of  all  grades  from 
various  parts  of  the  metropolis  and  its  environs, 
others  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  many  of 
whom  had  come  from  a great  distance,  foreign  offi- 
cers with  their  decorations  and  orders,  were  ob- 
served anxiously  waiting  to  view  the  procession 
and  take  a glance  of  the  royal  bride  and  bride- 
groom. 

At  half  past  ten  o’clock  the  foreign  ambassadors 
began  to  arrive  in  quick  succession,  most  of  whom 
were  loudly  greeted  by  the  spectators. 

Shorly  before  12  o’clock,  the  company  having 
previously  assembled  in  Buchingham  Palace,  the 
front  gates  were  thrown  open,  and  the  cortege  of 
his  royal  highness  prince  Albert  were  seen  ap- 
proaching from  the  interior.  The  suite  and  follow- 
ers of  his  royal  highness  occupied  eight  carriages. 
Prince  Albert  bowed  repeatedly  to  the  spectators, 
who  returned  his  salutations  with  welcome  plaudits. 
The  prince  appeared  highly  gratified  at  the  enthu- 
siasm. His  royal  highness  was  accompanied  by 


his  father  the  grand  duke,  and  prince  Ernest.  In  a 
short  time  after  the  procession  of  the  bridegroom 
had  been  received  into  the  chapel,  that  of  her  ma- 
jesty was  observed  proceeding  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. Her  majesty  was  received  with  enthusiastic 
shoutings  along  the  whole  line,  and  every  one  in 
the  vast  assemblage  appeared  anxious  to  testify  his 
loyalty.  From  the  time  of  her  majesty’s  entering 
St.  James’  Palace,  the  greatest  interest  appeared  to 
be  felt  by  the  crowd. 

The  Park  presented  one  mass  of  human  heads;  it 
was  estimated  there  must  have  been  at  least  fifty 
thousand  persons  present. 

Most  of  the  spectators  wore  white  favors,  and  in 
spite  of  the  unfavorable  weather,  and  miserable  state 
of  the  Park,  they  waited  with  the  greatest  anxiety 
and  good  temper  for  the  appearance  of  the  proces- 
sion. 

The  equipage  of  the  nobility,  foreign  embassa- 
dors. &c.  were  of  a splendid  description  and  elicit- 
ed the  warmest  marks  of  approbation.  The  win- 
dows of  the  south  end  of  St.  James’  street,  were 
crowded  by  fashionably  attired  females,  wearing 
white  satin  ribbons  and  scarfs  in  honor  of  the  day, 
and  the  gentlemen,  even  in  the  streets,  displayed 
white  rosettes  of  a tasteful  description  on  their 
breast,  having  a lily  projecting  from  the  centre,  and 
bearing  in  one  of  the  bows  the  words  Victoria  and 
Albert,  in  gold. 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  royal  horse  guards  (blue) 
made  their  appearance,  wearing  in  their  caps  the 
marriage  favor,  and  were  loudly  cheered  in  their 
piogress  towards  Buchingham  Palace. 

Buchingham  Palace — the  grand  hall — departure  of 
her  majesty  and  prince  Albert  for  St.  James’. 

The  hour  fixed  for  the  departure  of  her  majesty 
from  Buckingham  Palace  for  St.  James’  was  twelve 
o’clock,  and  several  hundred  persons  were  admitted 
to  the  grand  hall  and  portions  of  the  grand  staircase 
to  witness  this  preliminary  step  in  the  grand  cere- 
monial of  the  day,  by  tickets  from  tire  board  of 
green  cloth.  About  ten  o’clock  elegantly  dressed 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  many  of  whom  were  in  full 
dress,  with  favors  and  white  flowers,  began  to  ar- 
rive at  the  grand  hall  entrance,  ranging  themselves 
on  the  ends  and  sides  of  the  grand  hall,  where  they 
had  excellent  positions  for  seeing  the  two  illustri- 
ous individuals  whose  marriage  was  about  to  take 
place.  . 

By  eleven  o’clock  the  mistress  of  the  robes,  the 
duchess  of  Sutherland,  the  ladies  in  waiting,  and 
the  maids  of  honor,  had  arrived;  and  after  remain- 
ing in  attendance  upon  her  majesty  for  about  twenty 
minutes,  they,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  pro- 
ceed to  St.  James’  Palace,  there  to  await  the  arrival 
of,  and  receive  her  majesty. 

At  twenty  minutes  before  twelve,  the  word 
“sharp?’  (which  is  at  court  the  usual  intimation 
that  members  of  the  royal  family  are  at  hand)  was 
heard  on  the  grand  staircase,  and  it  was  immedi- 
ately understood  that  his  royal  highness  prince 
Albert  was  about  to  take  his  departure  for  St. 
James’. 

In  a few  seconds  his  royal  highness  appeared, 
accompanied  by  his  own  attendants  and  the  chief- 
officers  of  her  majesty’s  household.  His  royal  high- 
ness descended  the  steps  leading  immediately  to  the 
grand  hall,  bowing  and  smiling  most  gracefully  and 
benignantly— for  no  sooner  was  he  in  sight  than  all 
present  welcomed  him  with  a most  hearty  clapping 
of  hands.  His  royal  highness  and  attendants  hav- 
ing entered  the  carriage  which  was  waiting  his  re- 
ception, the  officers  of  the  household  who  had  ac- 
companied him  to  the  carriage  door  returned  again 
to  attend  upon  her  majesty. 

It  was  now  within  a few  minutes  of  twelve 
o’clock,  and  her  majesty’s  appearance  was  looked 
for  every  moment  with  the  greatest  interest  and 
anxiety. 

In  a few  minutes  after  twelve  the  word  of  im- 
port “sharp”  was  again  heard,  and  after  a short 
lapse  of  time  her  majesty  descended  the  staircase 
into  the  grand  hall,  accompanied  by  her  royal  high- 
ness the  duchess  of  Kent,  the  mistress  of  the  robes 
(the  duchess  of  Sutherland),  and  one  of  the  ladies 
in  waiting,  attended  by  the  principal  officers  of 
the  household,  and  the  two  pages  of  honor,  who 
bore  her  majesty’s  beautiful  while  train.  A descrip- 
tion of  the  dress  worn  by  her  majesty  will  be  found 
in  another  part  of  our  columns.  The  wdiite  orange 
blossoms,  also  described,  decorated  her  majesty’s 
brow,  and  formed  the  beau  ideal  of  a royal  bride’s 
apparel.  The  queen  was  received  in  the  most  rap- 
turous manner  as  she  passed  through  the  hall,  which 
she  very  gracefully  acknowledged  by  repeatedly 
bowing  in  the  most  condescending  manner.  Her 
majesty  looked  extremely  well,  although  perhaps  a 
little  paler  than  she  is  wont  to  be.  The  perfect 
self-possession  and  easy  bearing  which  are  so  cha- 
racteristic of  her  majesty  at  all  times  had  not  for- 
saken her,  however,  on  this  interesting  occasion. 
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As  soon  as  her  majesty  had  quitted  the  palace 
the  company  promenaded  about,  and  inspected  the 
different  portions  of  the  building  to  which  they 
could  be  admitted,  as  the  best  means  of  passing 
the  interval  of  time  which  must  elapse  before  her 
majesty  and  his  royal  highness  returned  a wedded 
pair. 

The  most  interesting  and  chief  point  of  attrac- 
tion was  the  apartment  in  which  the  dejeuner  was 
being  laid  for  the  royal  couple.  On  the  centre  of 
the  table  in  this  apartment  was  the  wedding  cake. 
This  interval  of  time  was  about  an  hour  and  a half. 

About  eleven  o’clock  the  rain  ceased,  and  the 
weather  now  began  to  assume  a more  cheerful  as- 
pect, and  the  countenances  of  the  multitudes  who 
had  congregated  and  were  dripping  with  wet,  sud- 
denly brightened,  and  in  the  hope  of  their  antici- 
pated desires  being  soon  gratified,  appeared  to  for- 
get their  very  unenviable  situations.  By  this  time 
the  whole  line  from  Buckingham  Palace  to  the 
garden  entrance  of  St.  James’s  Palace  was  lined 
with  horse  guards. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  splendor  and  anima- 
tion of  the  scene  which  the  palace  presented  at  the 
moment  when  our  gracious  queen  was  escorted  to 
the  state  carriage.  Crowds  of  gentlemen  were 
ranged  along  the  parapets,  and  the  balconies  were 
'filled  with  most  elegantly  dressed  ladies  of  title  and 
fashion.  Every  eye  was  directed  to  the  state  car- 
riage, and  as  soon  as  it  was  in  motion,  the  sounds 
of  loud  huzzas  and  the  strains  of  the  national  anthem 
rent  the  air,  while  on  every  side  the  waving  of  hats 
and  handkerchiefs  greeted  her  majesty  as  she  left 
the  court-yard  to  proceed  to  the  chapel  royal. 

The  royal  procession. 

About  a quarter  before  twelve  o’clock,  the  wea- 
ther still  continuing  fair,  the  park  guns  announced 
the  departure  from  the  palace  of  prince  Albert;  his 
father,  the  duke  of  Saxe  Coburg  Gotha;  his  bro- 
ther, prince  Ernest  and  suites.  The  prince,  on 
making  his  appearance  with  his  royal  relatives, 
was  greeted  by  the  spectators  with  enthusiastic 
cheering.  After  which  her  majesty’s  cortege,  at- 
tended by  a full  guard  of  honor,  proceeded  in  the 
following  order — 

First  carriage — two  gentlemen  ushers.  Exon  of 
the  yeomen  of  the  guard.  Groom  of  the  robes. 

Second  carriage — Equerry  in  waiting.  Two 
page®  of  honor.  Groom  in  waiting. 

Third  carriage — Clerk  marshal.  Vice  chamber- 
lain.  Keeper  of  the  privy  purse.  Comptroller  of 
the  household. 

Fourth  carriage — Bedchamber  woman  in  waiting. 
Captain  of  the  yeoman  of  the  guard.  Master  of 
the  buckhounds.  Treasurer  of  the  household. 

Fifth  carriage — Maid  of  honor  in  waiting.  Du- 
chess of  Kent’s  lady  in  waiting.  Gold  stick.  Lord 
in  waiting. 

Sixth  carriage — lady  of  the  bedchamber  in  wait- 
ing. Master  of  the  horse.  Lord  Steward.  Lord 
Chamberlain. 

Seventh  carriage.  The  queen.  The  duchess  of 
Kent.  Mistress  of  the  robes. 

On  the  appearance  of  her  majesty  the  cheering 
was  deafening,  handkerchiefs  waving,  and  energetic 
shouts  of  “Long  live  your  majesty,”  which  con- 
tinued without  intermission  until  her  arrival  at  St. 
James’s,  which  occupied  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour. 

The  dejeuner  which  had  been  open  to  the  view 
of  a few  of  the  friends  of  the  inmates  of  the  palace, 
was  truly  royal,  and  the  magnificent  and  classic 
plateau,  executed  by  order  of  George  the  Fourth 
with  other  massive  gold  ornaments  used  on  this  oc- 
casion, rendered  the  scene  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
of  its  kind  ever  witnessed  since  the  days  of  that 
monarch. 

The  chapel  royal. 

The  altar  and  haul  pas,  although  very  limited  in 
extent,  had  a very  splendid  appearance.  The 
whole  was  lined  with  crimson  velvet,  that  portion 
over  the  communion  table  being  hung  with  rich 
festoons  of  crimson  velvet  edged  with  gold  lace. — 
The  gothic  pillars  supporting  the  galleries  above 
were  gilt,  as  were  also  the  mouldings  of  the  oaken 
panels  where  exposed:  the  gothic  railing  round  the 
communion  table,  too,  was  gilt.  The  communion 
table  was  covered  with  a rich  profusion  of  gold 
plate,  and  on  each  side  was  a stool  for  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  and  the  bishop  of  London. — 
On  the  left  hand  side  of  the  altar  and  on  the  haut 
pas,  advancing  up  the  aisle  under  the  gallery,  were 
four  stools,  with  footstools  to  match,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  their  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Sussex  and 
the  duke  of  Cambridge,  the  princess  Augusta  and 
duchess  of  Gloucester;  while  on  the  opposite  side 
were  six  stools  of  a like  description  for  the  use  of 
her  royal  highness  the  duchess  of  Cambridge,  the 
two  princesses  of  Cambridge,  prince  George  of 
Cambridge,  prince  Ernest  and  the  reigning  duke  of 
Saxe  Coburg  Gotha,  the  parent  and  brother  of  prince 


Albert.  On  the  left  side  of  the  altar,  and  in  front 
of  the  four  stools  already  described,  were  two  state 
chairs — that  next  the  railing  of  the  altar  used  by 
her  majesty,  and  that  nearer  to  the  aisle  by  her 
royal  highness  the  duchess  of  Kent.  On  the  oppo- 
site side  were  also  two  chairs — that  next  the  rail- 
ing occupied  by  prince  Albert,  and  that  nearer  the 
aisle  by  the  dowager  queen  Adelaide;  each  of  these 
chairs  had  a footstool,  and  close  to  the  railing  of 
the  altar  were  two  fald-stools  for  her  majesty  and 
prince  Albert.  The  whole  floor  was  covered  with 
a blue  and  gold  pattern  carpet,  with  the  Norman 
rose.  The  remainingpart  of  the  interior,  including 
the  pews  in  the  aisle,  the  seats  in  the  galleries,  and 
ambassadors’  closets,  had  the  appearance  of  simple 
oak  with  gothic  panels,  scrolls  and  mouldings,  the 
seats  being  covered  with  crimson  cushions,  with 
gold-colored  edge,  and  broad  gold-colored  fringe. — 
The  ceiling,  which  has  been  refreshed,  had  a taste- 
ful appearance,  and  the  light  admitted  from  the 
gothic  window  over  the  altar,  and  from  the  win- 
dows on  each  side  gave  a pleasing  mellowness  to 
the  whole. 

The  colonnade  through  which  the  procession 
passed  to  the  chapel  was  well  contrived,  and  ad 
mirably  lit  flora  the  lanterns  above  and  the  win- 
dows from  behind.  The  seats,  which  were  sepa- 
rated from  the  pillared  colonnade  by  a dwarf  rail- 
ing, were  covered  with  crimson  cushions,  with 
gold-colored  borders  and  fringe,  and  the  remainder 
of  this  temporary  structure  had  the  semblance  of 
having  been  constructed  of  solid  masonry.  The 
floor  of  the  colonnade  was  covered  with  rich  Brus- 
sels carpet,  which  extended  into  the  vestibule,  up 
the  grand  staircase  to  the  armory,  through  the  pre 
sence-chamber  to  queen  Anne’s  drawing-room,  and 
thence  to  the  ante-chamberand  throne-room,  where 
her  majesty  and  prince  Albert’s  portions  of  the  pro- 
cession were  marshalled.  The  seats  throughout, 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  spectalors, 
were  covered  with  crimson  cushions  and  yellow 
fringes,  thus  sustaining  uniformity  throughout. 
They  were  railed  off' from  the  line  of  procession. 

Within  the  chapel,  her  majesty  commanded  that 
all  the  members  of  her  household  should  be  accom- 
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were  apportioned  under 
chamberlain  according  to 
a scale  of  precedence,  as  were  all  the  other  places 
for  which  tickets  were  granted. 

The  interior  of  the  chapel. 

On  our  entrance,  at  ten  o’clock  into  the  gallery* 
appropriated  to  us  by  our  ticket — the  eastern  galle- 
ry, No.  2 — we  found  veryr  lew  persons  then  within 
its  precincts. 

In  this  gallery,  there  had  already  taken  their  pla 
ces,  the  hon.  E.  J.  and  the  hon.  Mrs.  Stanley,  the 
hon.  Fox,  and  the  hon.  Mrs.  Fox  Maule,  and  two 
or  three  others.  In  the  course,  however,  of  a short 
time,  and  long  before  any  intimation  of  the  pre 
sence  of  the  royal  party  was  made,  the  following 
persons  of  distinction  had  taken  their  seats: — The 
solicitor-general  and  Mrs.  Wylde,  sir  Nicholas  Co- 
nyngharn  Tyndal,  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  sir  Willoughby  and  lady  Gordon, 
the  vice  chancellor  and  lady  Shadwell,  the  hon. 
captain  Frederick  Spencer,  R.  N.  the  attorney  ge- 
neral and  the  baroness  Stratheded,  lord  and  lady 
Langdale,  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  queen’s 
bench  and  lady  Denman,  lord  and  lady  Howick,  lord 
Ashley,  the  countess  of  Lichfield,  the  right  hon. 
Edward  Ellice,  the  marquis  and  marchioness  of 
Colmondefey,  the  countess  of  Crawford,  and  some 
few  whose  persons  w'e  did  not  recognise. 

In  the  opposite  gallery,  which  we  should  call  the 
west  gallery,  and  below  the  organ  at  the  same  side 
were  seated  thus  early,  and  speedily  followed  by 
those  whose  names  we  communicate: — lord  and 
lady  Seymour,  the  lady  Mary  Fox,  lord  Adolphus 
Fitzclarence,  the  marquis  and  marchioness  of  West- 
minster, lord  Monteasle,  sir  William  Somerville, 
sir  George  Grey,  lady  Euston  and  one  of  her  daugh- 
ters, sir  Hussey  Vivian,  the  duke  of  Leeds,  lord 
and  lady  Worsley,  and  about  twenty  other  persons 
of  distinction. 

It  was  calculated  that  rather  more  than  five  hun- 
dred distinguished  individuals  were  present,  and  the 
scene  was  perhaps  the  most  brilliant  and  imposing 
ever  witnessed  in  this  or  any  other  country.  The 
galleries  were  divided  into  six  compartments,  each 
of  which  under  the  superintendence  of  two  military 
officers,  and  the  right  to  seats  were  regulated  strict- 
ly by  etiquette  and  established  precedence;  con- 
sequently there  was  not  the  least  confusion  or  trou- 
ble occasioned  by  individuals  taking  possession  of 
the  places  assigned  them. 

The  foreign  ambassadors  and  ministers  occupied 
the  end  gallery  opposite  the  alter.  Their  dresses 
were  of  the  most  magnificent  and  costly  description, 
and  they  all  wore  the  medab  and  decorations  of 
orders.  The  head  dresses  of  the  ladies  were  most 
profusely  studded  with  jewels. 


A gleam  of  sunshine,  which  made  its  way  through 
the  west  window,  lighted  np  the  chapel  with  almost 
preternatural  splendor.  The  profusion  of  diamonds 
and  other  gems  with  which  the  ladies  were  adorned, 
the  glittering  crosses  and  decorations,  the  costly 
state  robes,  splendid  uniforms,  and  waving  plumes, 
formed  a coup  d’oeil  of  the  most  magnificent  charac- 
ter, and  realising  the  most  georgeous  visions  of 
eastern  splendor  or  of  fairy  land. 

The  altar  presented  a very  splendid  appearance; 
all  the  royal  plate,  chalices,  &c.  being  displayed 
upon  it. 

The  queen’s  gallery,  at  the  end  of  the  chapel 
facing  the  altar,  was  appropriated  to  the  ambassa- 
dors— one  of  the  earliest  of  whom  in  attendance 
was  his  excellency  the  American  ambassador,  and 
Mrs.  Stevenson;  he  was  soon  followed  by  the  Bel- 
gian minister  and  Mrs.  Van  de  Weyer,  and  before 
eleven  o’clock  the  whole  of  the  ambassadors,  with 
their  ladies,  wqre  in  this  gallery,  which  certainly 
presented  a most  splendid  appearance. 

In  the  front  seat  were  places  for  six,  but  only  five 
took  their  seats  there,  as  his  excellency  general  Se- 
bastiani,  the  ambassador  from  the  king  of  the 
French,  was  alone;  we  believe  the  other  two  na- 
tions whose  representatives  had  the  front  seats  were 
the  Austrian  and  the  Russian. 

The  Turkish  abassador  was  also  in  this  gallery 
alone. 

In  the  body  of  the  chapel  were  the  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, and  the  clerk  of  the  closet. 

As  the  band  which  mounted  guard  at  the  palace 
approached  the  chapel,  we  could  hear  them  play 
the  very  appropriate  air  of  “Haste  to  the  Wedding,” 
the  aptitude  of  which  made  most  persons  smile. 

The  archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  the  first  of 
the  eminent  ecclesiastics  who  took  part  in  the  im- 
portant business  of  the  day  who  was  in  attendance. 
His  grace  came  as  early  as  half  past  ten,  and  took 
his  seat  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  altar,  where 
were  placed  too  stools — the  other  for  his  grace  the 
archbishop  of  York,  who  soon  after  entered  the 
chapel,  and  took  his  place  beside  him.  His  grace 
of  York,  however,  had  none  of  the  ceremony  allot- 
ted to  him,  as  the  marriage  ceremony  was  perform- 
ed by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  bishop 
of  London  making  the  responses.  The  latter 
prelate  had  his  place  at  the  right-hand  (opposite) 
side  of  the  altar. 

The  first  of  the  distinguished  parties  who  had 
seats  appropriated  to  them  amongst  the  peers,  was 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Sutherland,  and  two  beauti- 
ful young  girls,  his  daughters,  who  wore  in  their 
head-dress  (otherwise  ornamented)  various  green 
wreaths  of  flowers:  the  seat  to  which  they  were 
shown  was  that  immediately  adjoining  the  haut  pas 
to  the  left,  close  to  the  wall.  The  following  person- 
ages saw  the  ceremony  from  their  seats.  We  give 
them  in  the  order  in  which  they  sat  from  the  altar: 
The  two  ladies  Stafford,  a lady  whose  name  was 
variously  given  as  the  countess  of  Burlington,  or 
one  of  the  ladies  Howard  (of  Carlisle),  the  duchess 
of  Hamilton,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  the  duke  of 
Sutherland,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  duke  of  De- 
vonshire, the  countess  of  Carlisle,  the  earl  of  Car- 
lisle, the  marquis  of  Anglesy,  and  the  marquis  of 
Westminster. 

The  right  hon.  James  Shaw  Lefever,  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons,  entered  the  gallery,  where 
a seat  was  prepared  for  him,  soon  after  eleven;  he 
was  in  his  full-dress  robes.  The  gallery  where  he 
had  his  seat  ran  along  the  left-hand  side  above  the 
altar. 

In  this  were  seated  the  following:— lord  John 
Russell,  the  marquis  of  Normanby,  lord  Morpeth, 
and  the  right  hon.  John  Cam  Hobhouse. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  entered  the  chapel 
clothed  in  his  full  military  dress  as  a field  marshal, 
and  carrying  his  baton;  he  wore  three  collars  of  or- 
ders, and  on  his  breast  in  front  was  the  medal  of 

Waterloo,  in  its  plain  unadorned  red  and  blue. 

His  grace  was  evidently  the  object  of  great  curiosi- 
ty, and  was  lead  tohisseat,  where,  of  the  dukes,  he 
was  honored  by  themselves  with  a seat  nearest  the 
altar. 

Lord  Holland  entered  the  chapel,  into  what  for 
distinction  sake  we  shall  call  the  speaker’s  gallery, 
about  eleven;  he  was  looking  remarkably  well,  and 
except  that  he  rested  his  left  hand  in  a swath 
upon  a cushion,  there  was  no  appearance  of  illness. 

At  half  past  eleven  the  choir  boys  and  the  senior 
singers  entered,  and  took  their  places;  in  this  nook 
were  two  females  not  in  dress;  but  who  they  were 
nobody  seemed  to  know. 

The  duke  of  Devonshire  wore  two  white  rosettes 
on  each  shoulder,  from  which  streamed  a profusion 
of  white  ribbons. 

About  this  time  sir  Augustus  Clifford,  the  usher 
of  the  black  rod,  entered,  and  soon  after  some  of 
the  heralds,  in  their  gorgeous  tabards,  gave  evi- 
dence of  the  coming  presence  of  royalty. 
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At  a quarter  to  twelve  o’clock  the  queen  dowa- 
ger arrived,  and  took  her  seat  on  the  haut  pas,  im- 
mediately to  the  right  of  the  faldstool  alterwards 
used  by  his  royal  highness  prince  Albert,  during  the 
ceremony.  Her  majesty’s  suit,  consisting  of  lady 
Clinton,  the  earl  of  Denbigh,  and  thehon.  Mr.  Ash- 
ley (we  believe),  were  shown  to  their  places. 

The  clergy  of  the  chapel  royal  took  their  places 
on  either  side  of  the  chapel,  in  the  two  front  pews 
next  to  the  altar. 

Soon  after  half  past  eleven,  the  procession  en- 
tered the  chapel  in  the  following  order — 

The  procession  of  the  bridegroom. 

Drums  and  trumpets, 

Sergeant  trumpeter,  J.  Rivett,  esq. 

Master  of  the  ceremonies,  sir  Robert  Chester,  Knt. 
The  bridegroom’s  gentleman  of  honor  between  two 
heralds. 

Vice  chamberlain  of  her  Lord  chamberlain  of  her 
majesty’s  household  majesty’s  household 
earl  of  Belfast.  earl  of  Uxbridge. 

THE  BRIDEGROOM. 

His  royal  highness  field  marshal  prince  Albert,  K. 

G.  wearing  the  collar  of  the  order  of  the  garter, 
Supported  by  their  serene  highnesses  the  reigning 
duke  of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Gotha, 

And  the  hereditary  prince  of  Saxe  Coburg  and 
Gotha, ' 

Each  attended  by  officerg  of  their  suite,  namely, 
count  Kolowrath,  baron  Alvensleben,  and  ba- 
ron de  Lowenfels. 

On  entering  the  chapel  the  drums  and  trumpets 
filed  off  without  the  door,  and,  the  procession  ad- 
vancing, his  royal  highness  was  conducted  to  the 
seat  provided  for  him  on  the  left  hand  of  the  altar. 
His  supporters,  the  duke  of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Go- 
tha, and  the  hereditary  prince,  with  the  officers  of 
their  suite,  occupied  seats  near  prince  Albert.  The 
master  of  the  ceremonies  and  the  officers  of  the 
bridegroom  stood  near  the  person  of  his  royal  high- 
ness. 

The  lord  chamberlain  and  vice  chamberlain,  pre- 
ceded by  the  drums  and  trumpets,  then  returned  to 
attend  her  majesty. 

Her  majesty  then  proceeded  to  the  chapel  in  the 
following  order — 

The  queen's  procession. 

Drums  and  trumpets. 

Sergeant  trumpeter,  T.  L.  Parker,  esq. 
Knight  marshal,  sir  Charles  Lamb,  Bart. 

Pursuviants — Heralds — Pages  of  honor. 
Eqerry  in  waiting,  Clerk  marshal 

honorable  Charles  Grey.  hon.  H.  F.  Cavendish. 
Groom  in  waiting,  Lord  in  waiting, 

Honorable  major  Keppel.  Viscount  Torrington. 

Compt’i  of  her  majesty’s  Treasurer  of  her  Majes- 
Household,  ty’s  Household, 

Right  hon.  G.  Stevens  Byng.  Earl  of  Surry. 

The  Lord  Steward  of  her  majesty’s  household, 
Earl  of  Errol. 

Norroy  King  of  Arms,  Clarence  King  of  Arms, 
F.  Martin,  esq.  J.  Hawker,  esq. 

Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  President  of  the  council, 
Earl  of  Clarendon.  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

Two  Sergeats-at-arms.  Two  Sergeanls-at-Arms. 
Lord  High  Chancellor, 

Lord  Cottenham. 

Senior  Gentleman  Usher  Quarterly  Waiter, 
Hon.  Heneage  Legge. 

Gentleman  Usher  Daily  Gentleman  Usher  of 
Waiter,  and  to  the  the  Black  Rod. 

Sword  of  State. 

W.  Martin,  esq.  Sir  Augustus  Clifford. 
Garter  King  of  Arms,  sir  W.  Woods. 

The  Earl  Marshal,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Sophia  Matilda, 
of  Glocester. 

Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Mary  of  Cambridge. 
Her  Royal  Highness  Piincess  Augusta  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  George  of  Cambridge. 
Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge, 
attended  by  Miss  Ker,  Lady  of  the  Bedcham- 
ber to  Her  Royal  Highness. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent, 
attended  by  Lady  Charlottee  Dundas,  Lady  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  her  Royal  Highness. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Dutchess  of  Glocester, 
attended  by  Lady  Caroline  Legge,  Lady  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  He1-  Royal  Highness. 

Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Augusta, 
attended  by  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  Lady  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  Her  Royal  Highness. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge. 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

Vice  Chamberlain  The  Sword  Lord  Chamberlain, 
of  her  majesty’s  qf  State  of  her  Majesty’s 
Household,  borne  by  Lord  Household, 
Earl  of  Belfast.  Viscount  Mel-  Earl  of  Uxbridge, 
bourne. 


THE  QUEEN, 

Wearing  the  Collars  of  her  Orders. 

Her  Majesty’s  train  borne  by  the  following  twelve 
unmarried  ladies,  viz: 

Lady  Adelaide  Paget.  Lady  Caroline  A.  Gordon 
Lady  Sarah  Frederica  Lennox. 

Caroline  Villiers.  Lady  Eliza.  Anne  Georgi- 
Lady  Frances  Elizabeth  ana  Dorothea  Howard. 

Cowper.  Lady  Ida  Hay. 

Lady  Elizabeth  West.  Lady  Catherine  Lucy 

Lady  Mary  Augustus  Wilheltnina  Stanhope. 

Frederica  Grimstone.  Lady  Jane  Harriet  Bouverie. 
Lady  Eleanor  Caroline  Lady  Mary  Charlotte 

Paget.  Howard. 

Assisted  by  Captain  F.  Seymour,  the  Groom  of  the 
Robes. 

Master  of  the  Horse,  Mistress  of  the  Robes, 
The  Earl  of  Albe-  The  Duchess  of  Su- 

marle,  G.  C.  H.  therland. 

Ladies  of  the  Bedchamber, 

Marchioness  of  Normanby.  Duchess  of  Bedford. 
Countess  of  Charlemont.  Countess  of  Sandwich. 
Dowager  Lady  Lyttleton.  Countess  of  Burlington. 
Lady  Portmari.  Lady  Barham. 

Maids  of  Honor, 

Hon.  Amelia  Murray.  Hon.  Harriet  Pitt. 

Hon.  Caroline  Cocks.  Hon.  Henrietta  Anson. 
Hon.  Matilda  Paget.  Hon.  Harriet  Lister. 

Hon.  Sarah  Mary  Cavendish. 

AVomen  of  the  Bedchamber, 

Lady  Harriet  Clive.  Viscountess  Fores. 

Lady  Charlotte  Copley.  Lady  Caroline  Barrington. 
Mrs.  Brand.  Hon.  Mrs.  Campbell.  Lady  Gardner. 
Captain  of  the  Yeo-  Captain  of  the  Band 

men  of  the  Guard,  Gold  Stick,  of  Gentlemen  at 
Earl  of  Ilchester.  Lord  Hill.  Arms,  Lord  Foley. 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse, 

Sir  Henry  Wheatley. 
Six-Gentlemen-at-arms. 

Six  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  to  close  the  possession. 

On  arriving  at  the  entrance  of  the  chapel,  the 
drums  and  trumpets  filed  off.  The  Gentleman-at- 
arms,  remained  outside  the  chapel  door,  in  the  ante- 
chapel,  during  the  ceremony.  The  respective  per- 
sons composing  the  procession  were  conducted  to 
the  places  provided  for  thfti.the  princess  and  prin- 
cesses of  the  blood  royal  to  the  seats  prepared  for 
them  on  the  haul  pas , and  the  several  ladies  atten- 
dant upon  the  queen  to  the  seats  provided  near  her 
majesty’s  person. 

Her  majesty,  on  reaching  the  haut  pas,  took  her 
seat  in  the  chair  of  state  provided  for  the  occasion, 
on  the  right  side  of  the  altar. 

The  service  then  proceeded,  and,  being  conclud- 
ed, the  procession  returned,  that  of  the  bridegroom 
preceding  as  before,  except,  that  his  royal  highness 
conducted  her  majesty  ill  the  return. 

N.  B.  The  knights  of  the  several  orders  present 
at  the  solemnity  wore  their  respective  collars,  with 
rosettes. 

The  attestation. — On  reaching  the  throne-room, 
the  form  of  attestation  took  place,  when  her  ma- 
jesty and  prince  Albert  signed  the  marriage  regis- 
ter, which  was  attested  by  certain  members  of  the 
royal  family  and  officers  of  state,  present. 

Sacred  music  at  the  chapel  royal. 

The  sacred  music  performed  this  day  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  solemnization  of  the  nuptials  of  her 
majesty  with  prince  Albert  of  Saxe  Coburg  and 
Gotha,  at  the  chapel  royal,  was  under  -the  immedi- 
ate superintendence  and  direction  of  sir  George 
Smart,  the  principal  organist,  and  Mr.  Hawes. 
The  vocal  corps  consisted  of  sixteen  gentlemen 
and  ten  young  gentlemen. 

The  following  is  the  music  that  was  performed: 
Deus  Misereatur,  Psalm  lxvii.  “God  be  merciful 
unto  us  and  bless  us;  and  show  us  the  light  of  his 
countenance,  and  be  merciful  unto  us,”  &c.  (C. 

King).  Anthem.  “Blessed  be  thou  Lord  God  of 
Israel.”  (Kent). 

Arrival  of  his  royal  highness  prince  Albert. 

At  half-past  twelve  precisely,  the  drums  and 
trumpets  sounding  along  the  passagps  leading  to 
the  chapel  announced  the  approach  of  the  proces- 
sion of  the  royal  bridegroom. 

The  entrance  of  the  prince,  after  the  music  had 
ceased,  was  the  signal  for  the  whole  assemblage 
rising;  he  came  up  the  body  of  the  chapel,  accom- 
panied right  and  left,  by  his  serene  highness  the 
duke  of  Saxe  Coburg,  his  father,  and  his  brother 
the  hereditary  duke. 

He  looked  remarkably  well,  and  wore  his  hair 
turned  aside  in  front  from  the  left;  and  he  was  habit- 
ed in  the  full  dress  uniform  of  the  guards,  and 
had  on  each  shoulder  a large  white  favor;  he  also 
wore  the  order  of  the  garter. 

On  his  royal  highness  reaching  the  haut  pas  he 
was  introduced  to  her  majesty  the  queen  dowager, 
whose  hand  he  kissed,  as  did  also  his  father  and 
elder  brother,  and  after  conversing  a brief  time 


with  her  majesty,  the  prince  and  his  august  rela- 
tions took  their  seats. 

Prince  Albert  carried  a cadeau  of  splendid 
workmanship  containing  the  ring,  which  he  hand- 
ed to  the  queen  dowager  for  her  examination.  The 
prince  looked  remarkably  well,  full  of  animation, 
and  good  spirits. 

While  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  royal  bride, 
the  prince  was  introduced  respectively  to  the  two 
archbishops  and  the  bishop  of  London. 

Just  as  the  first  sound  of  the  trumpets  announc- 
ed the  approach  of  her  most  gracious  majesty  the 
queen’s  procession,  the  sun  broke  into  the  chapel 
royal,  which  from  the  obscurity  of  the  morning 
had  looked  up  to  that  time  rather  sombre:  many 
bailed  this  auspicious  sunbeam  as  a happy  omen. 

Arrival  of  the  queen. 

The  queen’s  arrival  was  announced  by  the  band, 
&.c.  playing  the  national  anthem.  During  the  in- 
terval between  the  commencement  of  the  music 
and  her  majesty’s  arrival,  the  prince  frequently 
looked  back  to  the  chapel  entrance  to  watch  the 
approach  of  his  august  bride. 

Her  majesty  on  her  entering  the  chapel  was  re- 
ceived within  its  walls  standing.  She  looked,  we 
thought,  a little  affected,  as  if  the  solemnity  and 
importance  of  the  day  had  produced  its  natural 
effect  upon  her  appearance.  The  bridal  proces- 
sion, as  it  advanced  along  the  centre  of  the  chapel, 
had  a most  beautiful  effect  to  those  whose  good 
fortune  it  was  to  be  able  to  see  it. 

Her  majesty  having  advanced  to  the  haul  pas, 
took  her  seat  on  the  faldstool  to  the  left  hand  of 
the  bridegroom,  and  the  service  w7as  commenced, 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  leaving  his  seat  and 
advancing  to  the  front  of  the  altar  railing,  with  the 
book  from  which  he  read  the -service  in  his  hands. 

Of. the  ceremony  itself  it  is  only  necessary  to 
say  that  it  differed  in  nothing,  except  the  exalted 
rank  of  the  principal  personages,  from  that  used 
at  the  marriage  of  any  of  her  majesty’s  subjects. 

It  was  read  with  gieat  dignity  by  the  officiating 
prelate,  and  seemed  to  impress  its  beauties  as  a 
sacred  rite  upon  all  who  heard  it. 

The  prince  pronounced  the  words  required  from 
bridegrooms,  in  a softened  feeling,  while  her  ma- 
jesty spoke  the  few  words  allotted  to  her  in  a much 
firmer  and  distinct  tone. 

Her  majesty  was  given  away  by  her  royal  uncle 
the  duke  of  Sussex,  who  had  his  place  close  to  the 
altar,  on  her  majesty’s  left  hand.  At  the  moment 
the  happy  bridegroom  placed  the  ring  on  the  finger 
of  the  bride,  a signal  was  given,  which  was  instant- 
ly responded  to  by  royal  salutes  fired  from  a train 
of  artillery  in  the  park,  and  from  the  guns  at  the 
tower. 

When  the  ceremony  was  concluded,  her  majesty 
kissed,  very  affectionately,  both  her  royal  uncles 
and  the  queen  dowager,  and  giving  her  hand  to  her 
royal  husband,  the  procession  having  been  reform- 
ed, left  the  chapel. 

On  her  way  down,  the  queen  saluted  several 
persons  to  the  right  and  left  hand,  whom  in  the 
few  hasty  glances  she  threw  around  she  had  time 
to  recognise. 

Within  a quarter  of  an  hour,  the  whole  of  the 
spectators  of  this  great  national  event  had  left  the 
chapel. 

Wedding  breakfast. 

At  the  Buckingham  Palace  a sumptuous  repast 
was  provided,  at  which  several  of  the  illustrious 
participators  in  the  previous  ceremony,  and  the 
officers  of  the  household  and  ministers  of  state, 
were  present.  The  taste  and  ingenuity  of  the 
confectioners  and  table  deckers  were  prominently 
displayed  at  this  festival;  a splendid  wedding  cake 
formed  a prominent  object  of  attraction. 

Her  majesty’s  costume. 

Her  majesty’s  dress  was  of  rich  white  satin, 
trimmed  with  orange  flower  blossoms.  Head-dress, 
a wreath  of  orange  flower  blossoms,  and  over  this 
a beautiful  viel  of  Honiton  lace,  worn  down.  The 
bridesmaids  or  train-bearers  were  also  attired  in 
white.  The  queen  Dowager  wore  a dress  of  violet 
colored  velvet,  with  train  to  correspond. 

Conduct  of  the  royal  pair. 

The  prince  is  described  by  an  eye  witness  of  the 
ceremony  as  having  answered  all  the  questions  in  a 
firm  tone  of  voice,  and  her  majesty  repeated  the 
words  prescribed  in  a manner  which  plainly  show- 
ed that  her  whole  heart  was  interested. 

While  the  service  was  proceeding,  her  majesty 
was  observed  to  look  frequently  at  prince  Albert, 
who  was  standing  at  her  side.  In  fact,  she  scarce- 
ly ever  took  her  eyes  off  him  till  she  left  the  chapel. 

The  service  being  concluded,  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family  who  had  occupied  places 
around  the  altar,  returned  to  take  up  their  positions 
in  the  procession.  On  passing  her  majesty,  they 
all  paid  their  congratulations,  and  the  duke  of  Sus- 
sex, after  shaking  her  by  the  hand  in  a manner 
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which  appeared  to  have  little  ceremony,  but  with 
cordiality  in  it,  affectionately  kissed  her  cheek. 
After  all  had  passed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
royal  bride  and  bridegroom,  her  majesty  stepped 
hastily  across  to  the  other  side  of  the  altar,  where 
the  queen  dowager  was  standing,  and  kissed  her. 

Prince  Albert  then  took  her  majesty’s  hand,  and 
the  royal  pair  left  the  chapel,  all  the  spectators 
standing. 

While  the  procession  was  proceeding  down  the 
aisle,  her  majesty  spoke  frequently  to  the  earl  of 
Uxbridge,  who  was  on  her  right  hand,  apparently 
giving  directions  as  to  the  order  of  the  procession. 

After  the  ceremony,  the  procession  returned 
through  the  suite  of  apartments  already  described, 
her  majesty  and  her  illustrious  consort  walking 
hand  in  hand,  and  acknowledged  with  gracious 
smiles  the  cheers  with  which  the  walls  of  the  an- 
cient palace  now  re-echoed,  for  it  must  be  obverved 
that  within  the  palace  there  were  no  acclamations 
as  the  procession  passed  on  its  way  to  the  chapel. 

Another  account. 

Her  majesty’s  train  was  borne  by  twelve  maids 
of  honor.  Her  majesty  did  not  wear  a veil.  Her 
hair  was  dressed  quite  plain,  and  the  only  orna- 
pnent  on  the  head  wa3  a tiara  of  brilliant  diamonds. 
The  train  was  several  yards  long,  and  composed  of 
the  mo3t  costly  materials.  Her  majesty  was  deep- 
ly affected  on  entering  the  chapel  and  shed  tears. 
The  intense  interest  which  had  been  manifested 
during  the  whole  of  the  morning,  at  this  moment, 
was  at  its  height,  and  the  most  breath-like  silence 
prevailed  as  the  queen  proceeded  up  the  chapel. 

On  her  majesty  reaching  the  altar,  she  shook 
hands  with  the  queen  dowager  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family;  immediately  after  which, 
prince  Albert  conducted  her  majesty  to  the  part  of 
the  communion  table  where  the  marriage  service 
was  read  by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  assisted 
by  the  bishop  of  London,  in  a clear  and  distinct 
tone  of  voice.  The  form  as  prescribed  by  the 
ritual  of  the  church  of  England  was  strictly  ob 
served  in  all  particulars.  Her  majesty  and  the 
prince  answered  the  reponses  in  a very  audible 
tone. 

When  it  came  to  that  part  of  the  service  in 
which  the  minister  says,  “wilt  thou  have  this  wo- 
man,” &c. 

The  archbishop  said,  addressing  the  prince, 
“Albert,  wilt  thou  have  this  woman  to  be  thy  wed- 
ded wife?” 

The  prince,  in  an  audible  voice,  replied,  “1 
will.” 

The  archbishop  then  addressing  her  majesty, 
said,  “Victoria,  wilt  thou  have  this  man  to  be  thy 
wedded  husband?” 

Her  majesty  in  a firm  voice  responded  “T  will.” 

The  other  parts  of  the  ceremony,  as  we  before 
observed,  were  strictly  in  unison  with  the  forms  of 
the  church  of  England. 

The  queen  repeated  the  words  “love,  honor  and 
obey,”  in  a very  audible  manner. 

During  the  whole  time  the  ceremony  was  being 
read,  the  royal  family  and  all  present  remained 
standing.  After  it  was  concluded  her  majesty  re- 
ceived the  congratulations  of  her  royal  relations. 

The  procession  retired  from  the  chapel  in  the 
state  and  form  as  it  entered,  except  that  prince 
Albert  led  her  majesty  by  the  hand. 

It  was  a matter  of  general  remark  that  her  ma- 
jesty went  through  the  service  in  a most  compos- 
ed and  dignified  manner.  The  slight  nervousness 
which  was  apparent  when  the  queen  first  entered 
the  chapel  soon  left  her,  and  in  a few  minutes  she 
seemed  in  full  possession  of  her  usual  spirits. 

The  ceremony  concluded  at  half  past  one. 

The  return  to  Buckingham  Palace. 

All  being  concluded  within  the  Palace  of  St. 
James’  the  procession  to  Buckingham  Palace  re- 
formed much  in  the  same  order  in  which  it  pro- 
ceeded thither.  Prince  Albert  took  his  place  in  the 
same  carriage  with  her  majesty;  the  duchess  of 
Sutherland  in  that  with  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  who, 
on  this  occasion  alone,  waves  his  official  right  to 
be  in  the  same  carriage  with  her  majesty.  Her 
majesty  occupied  the  back  seat  alone,  and  prince 
Albert  and  the  duchess  of  Kent  sat  opposite. 

The  banquet. 

In  the  evening  a grand  banquet  was  given,  by 
command  of  her  majesty,  in  the  banquet  room  of 
St.  James’  Palace,  built  by  George  IV,  at  which 
the  earl  ol  Errol,  as  lord  steward  of  her  majesty’s 
household,  presided.  The  room  was  gorgeously 
decorated,  and  illuminated  by  five  magnificent  lus- 
tres, and  table  candelabra?.  There  were  three 
tables — one  across  at  the  upper  end,  and  two  tables 
running  down  from  thence,  capable  of  receiving  130 
guests.  Behind  the  seat  of  the  chairman  was  display- 
ed, under  rich  crimson  drapery  with  a crown  at  the 
top,  all  the  costly  gold  plate  Irom  Windsor  Castle; 
the  tables  and  serving  tables  at  the  sides,  evinced 


the  well  known  taste  of  Mr.  Elliott,  her  majesty’s 
table-decker.  The  banquet,  of  course,  embraced 
every  luxury;  and  a band  of  musicians  were  in  at- 
tendance throughout  the  evening,  the  company  be- 
ing vvaited  upon  by  the  servants  in  royal  liveries. 

All  were  in  full  dress;  dinner  was  served  at  eight 
o’clock. 

The  company  assembled  in  the  suite  of  state 
drawing  rooms,  which  were  brilliantly  illuminated 
for  the  occasion,  previous  to  the  dinner;  and,  on 
being  summoned,  proceeded  through  the  portrait 
gallery  to  the  banquet  room.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  festival,  all  returned  to  the  drawing  room,  and 
from  thence  went  to  a full  dress  party,  given  by  the 
duchess  of  Sutherland. 

Grand  dinners  were  also  given  by  her  majesty’s 
ministers  and  others,  and  at  the  inns  of  court.  The 
events  was  also  duly  celebrated  in  the  city,  and  the 
poor  were  not  forgotten.  The  theatres  and  other 
places  of  public  amusements  were  thrown  open. 
The  illuminations  were  most  extensive,  as  also 
were  the  preparations  on  the  road  to  Windsor,  along 
which  her  majesty  and  her  illustrious  consort  were 
to  proceed  to  Windsor  Castle. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  DAVIS,  OF  MASS. 

ON  THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

In  senate,  January,  23,  1840. 

The  sub-treasury  bill  being  under  consideration, 
and  the  senate  having  evinced  a determination  not 
to  adjourn  without  taking  the  question  upon  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Davis  said:  I rise,  Mr.  President,  with  great 
reluctance  at  this  late  hour  to  address  (he  senate, 
fatigued  as  it  is  with  an  unusually  long  session,  and 
exhausted  by  the  debate;  but,  painful  as  it  is,  I 
must  entreat  their  indulgence  while  I make  a brief 
reply  to  the  new  doctrines  which  have  been  now, 
for  the  first  time,  published  here,  and  come  to  us 
through  channels  that  leave  no  doubt  of  their  being 
the  doctrines  of  the  administration.  They  involve 
and  have  drawn  into  this  debate  great  and  momen- 
tous considerations,  affecting  the  most  cherished  in- 
terests of  the  people  I represent,  as  well  as  of 
nearly  the  whole  country.  With  the  exception  of 
a lew  incidental  remarks  made  by  me  a day  or  two 
ago,  no  one  from  the  north  and  east  has  addressed 
you  during  this  discussion;  and  as  some  part  of  the 
debate  has  been  pointed  in  its  character,  and  direct- 
ed to  me  personally,  as  if  the  positions  assumed 
were  incapable  of  refutation,  I feel  urged  by  an 
irresistible  sense  of  duty— nay,  I cannot  reconcile 
myself  to  forbear  from  making  some  reply. 

The  senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Walker), 
with  his  usual  acknowledged  ability,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan), following  in  his  track,  have  advanced  the 
propositions  that  the  embarrassments  and  distress 
with  which  the  country  has  been  grievously  afflicted 
for  several  years  past,  and  which  now  paralyze  all 
its  energies,  are  imputable  to  the  pernicious  influ- 
ence of  bank  paper;  and  this  bill  contains  the  ne- 
cessary corrective,  as  it  will  check  importations  of 
foreign  goods,  suppress  what  they  call  the  credit 
system,  and,  by  restoring  a specie  currency,  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  laborer,  once  the  value  of  pro- 
perty. 

This  is  the  character  given  to  the  measure  by  its 
friends;  and,  alarming  as  the  doctrines  are,  I am 
gratified  that  they  are  frankly  avowed.  I have 
been  anticipated,  to  a considerable  extent,  by  the 
senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Ifenderson).  In 
what  I have  to  say,  I shall,  however,  confine  myself 
chiefly  to  the  speech  of  the  senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  has  gone  more  in  detail  into  the  subject,  for 
we  all  acknowledge  his  ability  on  this  floor,  and 
his  capacity  to  do  ample  justice  to  the  subjects 
which  he  discusses. 

I do  not  propose  to  follow  him  through  a very 
large  portion  of  his  elaborate  argument  to  prove 
that  executive  power  has  of  late  been  shunned 
instead  of  being  sought  after,  or  that  the  present 
and  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  identical, 
and  both  national  banks.  Enough  has  been  said 
on  these  points.  He  has,  however,  asserted  that 
we  have  abandoned  all  the  arguments  which  we 
have  before  used  against  the  sub-treasury,  because 
the  progress  of  events  has  proved  them  unsound. — 
Not  so;  far  from  it.  With  others,  I entered  into 
(hat  debate,  which  is  before  the  public,  and  the 
arguments  unrefuted  stand  as  firm  as  ever;  but  it 
would  be  a profitless  task  to  reiterate  them  here, 
and  this  is  the  reason  why  they  are  passed  over  in 
the  discussion. 

But,  sir,  I will  not  dwell  on  any  of  these  matters, 
but  go  to  that  in  hand.  The  senator  says  we  labor 
under  distressing  embarrassments,  and  so  we  do; 
no  one  will  have  the  hardihood  to  deny  it,  for  all 
the  country  in  sorrow  bears  testimony  to  it.  We 
have,  it  is  true,  seen  an  occasional  gleam  of  light, 
but  it  has  been  soon  obscured,  and  wTe  have  been 


shrouded  in  a gloomy  uncertainty.  He  says  further, 
that  the  cause  is  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper, 
speculation,  and  a bloated  (I  use  his  words)  credit 
system.  He  lodges  the  guilt  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  banks  alone.  It  is  neither  just  nor  fair  to  hold 
them  alone  responsible,  and  I will  make  it  manifest, 
by  showing  that  they  were  seduced  into  their 
errors  by  the  administration. 

Before  the  lale  president  (Jackson)  seized  the 
public  money  and  took  it  into  his  own  custody,  in 
1833,  there  was  no  complaint  about  the  currency; 
all  the  people  know  this,  for  all,  even  the  president 
himself  in  one  of  his  messages,  united  in  declaring 
in  substance,  it  was  sound,  and  equal  to  that  of  any 
nation  on  earth.  There  was  no  complaint,  no  in- 
convenience, no  embarrassment,  from  this  source 
in  doing  business;  but  contentment  and  satisfaction 
everywhere.  About  this  there  could  be  no  mistake, 
nor  will  any  one  here  attempt  to  refute  the  well 
known  facts. 

But  from  that  act  of  the  president,  which  was  the 
first  movement  to  reform  the  currency,  to  this  day, 
there  has  been  what  the  senator  is  pleased  to  call 
“expansion,  contraction  and  explosion”  in  rapid 
and  fearful  succession;  crisis  upon  crisis,  pressure 
upon  pressure,  panic  upon  panic,  have  succeeded, 
till  we  have  reached  a state  of  suspicion  and  alarm 
that  has  deranged  and  almost  suspended  business. 
The  storm  in  its  fury  has  swept  over  the  country, 
once  and  again  uprooting  the  stateliest  and  firmest 
trees,  and  leaving  in  its  track  a dreary,  desolate 
waste.  Its  marks  are  too  deeply  engraven,  too  dis- 
tinct, too  well  defined  to  leave  any  thing  uncertain 
— any  thing  equivocal.  It  fell  upon  us  with  such 
withering  energy  as  to  leave  no  doubt  when,  where, 
and  how  it  began. 

Gentlemen  may  tax  their  ingenuity,  they  may 
task  their  inventions,  to  discover  other  causes  of 
distress — they  may  belabor  and  hold  up  to  scorn 
and  execration  the  banks  as  long  as  they  please — 
they  cannot  change  the  facts,  for  they  cannot  ob- 
literate history.  Things  were  well,  and  every  body 
knows  it,  till  1833.  Then  began  the  bank  reform 
by  the  removal  of  the  deposites — and  then  began 
this  rapid  series  of  “expansion,  contraction  and  ex- 
plosion”— then  followed  crisis  after  crisis — then 
came  the  derangement  of  exchanges,  and  then  the 
embarrassments  which  have  overwhelmed  the  coun- 
try— then  came,  too,  the  nine  hundred  banks  of 
which  the  senator  speaks,  though  he  has  probably 
swelled  the  number  beyond  historical  truth. 

The  senator  admits,  what  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  administration  proposed  and  carried  into  effect 
the  state  bank  deposite  system.  It  was  in  this 
place  and  by  them  that  state  banks  were  taken  into 
favor,  petted,  and  boastingly  held  out  to  the  country 
as  affording  a better  and  safer  currency.  Into  them 
was  the  revenue  put  in  enormous  sums,  and  they 
were  directed  to  loan  freely  upon  it  by  the  president 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  people,  and  it  was 
his  pride  and  pleasure  to  make  known  to  us  that 
the  public  money  was  thus  employed,  instead  of 
being  locked  up;  a striking  commentary  upon  the 
present  plan  of  vaults  and  safes,  Mr.  President. 

The  senator  admits  that  this  was  the  policy  of 
the  administration,  and  that  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences predicted  by  the  opposition  have  been 
verified.  He  might  have  gone  further;  for  it  is 
truth  equally  undeniable,  that  this  policy  sowed 
the  seed  of  nearly  or  quite  one-half  of  the  whole 
number  of  banks — between  eight  and  nine  hun- 
dred— and  of  more  than  one-half  of  the  capital; 
that  it  was  the  parent  of  the  paper  “expansion, 
contraction  and  explosion,”  of  which  he  has  spo- 
ken in  terms  of  just  severity;  that  it  is  alike  the 
parent  of  the  bloated  credit  system  which  he 
affirms  has  made  us  alt  gamblers;  and  that  the  mad 
speculation  which  raged  over  the  country,  and  has 
furnished  the  theme  for  declamation  and  denuncia- 
tion in  these  halls  for  Ihree  years  past,  was  begot- 
ten by  it.  Such  are  the  facts,  and  on  the  projec- 
tors of  this  policy  let  the  responsibility  rest.  We 
had  no  “expansions,  contractions  or  explosions” 
for  a long  period  that  did  not  fairly  belong  to  the 
vibrations  of  trade;  none  that  excited  alarm  or 
seriously  disturbed  public  confidence,  till  we  came 
to  this  reforming  policy;  but  since  then  the  public 
mind  has  scarcely  been  tranquilized.  In  1834 
came  the  first  fell  swoop,  which  overturned  and 
bankrupted  thousands;  and  it  originated  here.  In 
’35-6  came  the  great  era  of  bank  making  and  trad- 
ing upon  the  public  money,  then  accumulated  to 
sixty  or  seventy  millions,  as  nearly  as  I remember, 
which  threw  the  country  into  a feverish  excite- 
ment, and  even  firm,  well-balanced  minds  out  of 
their  adjustment.  There  was  a rage  for  fortune 
making  and  fortune  hunting  such  as  never  had  been 
witnessed,  and  which  nothing  but  this  policy  was 
capable  of  generating.  The  senator  might  and 
ought  to  have  limited  the  bloated  credit  system  that 
made  us  all,  as  he  affirms,  gamblers,  to  this  period. 


38 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  21,  1840— SPEECH  OF  MR.  DAVIS,  OF  MASS. 


and  left  the  offspring  to  stand  beside  its  parent  as  a 
proof  of  the  disasters  of  this  policy,  and  of  the 
fulfilment  of  the  predictions  of  the  opposition;  for 
go  together  they  must,  and  live  together  they  will 
in  history;  and  no  sophistry,  no  ingenuity  can  ever 
separate  them.  While  the  senator  admits  this 
policy  to  belong  exclusively  to  the  administration, 
and  to  have  been  strenuously  opposed  by  us,  and 
its  melancholy  consequences  predicted,  he  now  re- 
pudiates it  as  erroneous,  and  we  must  allow  to 
him  and  his  friends  whatever  credit  belongs  to  an 
abandonment  of  it  after  it  had  literally  exploded, 
and  the  mischief  was  accomplished.  - But,  sir,  he 
and  they  must  be  reminded  that  1 could,  ifl  would, 
read  from  the  message  of  the  president,  and  from 
the  successive  reports  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, language  of  exultation,  triumphing  in  the  en- 
tire success  of  the  policy,  boasting  that  the  cur- 
rency was  on  a bettei-  footing  than  ever,  that  the 
exchanges  were  greatly  improved,  and  that  too,  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  bloated  credit  was 
most  expanded,  and  speculation  was  the  most  rife 
and  rank.  Such  was  the  delusion  that  the  mad- 
ness which  had  seized  multitudes  was  trumpeted 
forth  as  evidence  of  success  and  general  prosperi- 
ty. The  senator  clearly  reasons  from  false  pre- 
mises when  he  makes  the  banks  the  origin  of  our 
embarrassments,  for  they  were  only  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  projected  the  measures 
that  have  made  them  what  they  are. 

But  the  senator  goes  further,  and  traces  the  evils 
of  banks  and  bank  paper  into  England,  and  alleges 
without  qualification,  that  from  this  cause  business 
there  is  as  badly  paralyzed  as  it  is  here;  and  I am 
not  about  to  make  an  issue  upon  that  point,  for  I 
must  hurry  on  to  other  matters.  He  makes  an  in- 
ference, however,  which  I must  notice.  He  says 
that  to  this  circumstance  alone  we  owe  our  ability 
to  manufacture  goods.  If  England  was  a hard 
money  country,  our  mills  and  hammers  would  all 
be  silent;  but  the  paper  system  so  raises  the  price 
of  wages,  and  consequently  the  price  of  production, 
that  she  cannot  send  forth  her  goods  so  cheap  as 
she  otherwise  could,  or  as  cheap  as  they  are  made 
in  hard  money  countries,  where  wages  are  lower. 
And  do  we  owe  our  success  to  this  folly?  Do  we 
stand  on  such  a slippery  basis,  having  no  foothold 
but  upon  an  error  of  policy,  stupidly  persisted  in? 
I desire  to  be  informed  how  the  hard  money  coun- 
tries, as  they  are  called — Italy,  Spain,  Holland, 
France  and  Germany — for  they  have  all  been  put 
into  that  class,  though  not  with  strict  historical 
accuracy — stand  the  competition  of  England,  with 
her  bloated  credits?  Yes,  how,  sir,  do  they  figure 
in  the  competition?  Who  has  supplied  our  mar- 
kets and  the  markets  of  the  world?  If  metallic 
currency  makes  production  cheaper — if  it  gives 
vantage  ground  to  a country  in  the  general  round 
of  trade,  how  is  it  that  these  nations  have  not  long 
since  run  England  out  of  our  market  with  their 
cheaper  goods?  How  is  it  that  we  draw  annually 
from  England  two-fold  more  of  imports  than  from 
all  the  residue  of  Europe?  Why  is  it  that  they, 
especially  France,  shut  their  own  ports  against 
most  kinds  of  English  goods,  to  protect  their  own 
manufacturers?  Why  is  the  same  policy  pursued 
elsewhere?  In  these  countries  the  hard  money 
scheme  has  had  a loner,  full  and  faithful  trial,  and 
we  know  the  result.  England,  without  any  advan- 
tages over  them  in  our  ports,  has  overwhelmed  them 
with  her  competition;  and  so  it  is  wherever  trade 
is  open  to  her  on  a footing  of  equality  with  them. 

Is  it  not,  Mr.  President,  a surprising  fact  that 
the  senators  who  have  spoken  upon  this  subject 
have  selected  the  two  most  free,  most  commercial 
nations — nations  which,  by  their  extraordinary  en- 
terprise and  their  unsurpassed  knowledge  of  busi- 
ness, have  carried  their  trade  to  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  earth,  and  excelled  all  others  in  the  accumu- 
lation of  wealth,  and  the  enjoyments  it  brings  with 
jt — nations  highly  civilized,  and  standing  among 
the  most  enlightened  in  the  globe — as  the  examples 
of  unwise,  imprudent  and  vicious  governments — so 
destitute  of  the  first  principles  of  political  economy 
as  to  waste  the  products  of  their  labor  through  the 
unseen  and  incomprehensible  influence  of  bank 
paper? 

There  is  no  denying  that  they  have  outrum  all 
others  in  prosperity  while  in  the  use  of  this  paper, 
and  yet,  according  to  the  theory  of  the  senator, 
they  have  all  the  time  labored  under  a most  oppres- 
sive policy,  bloating  wages  and  property,  while  it 
has  been  the  happy  lot  of  other  countries  to  live 
under  the  auspicious  influence  of  hard  money. 
Spain,  Italy,  France,  Holland,  Germany,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  become  pattern  nations,  distin- 
guished for  their  wisdom,  and  also  for  the  happy 
condition  of  their  laborers,  who',  doubtless,  failing 
to  realize  their  condition,  escape,  whenever  they 
can,  to  this  country  or  some  other  part  of  this 
continent. 


But,  sir,  I must  leave  this  topic  and  go  to  another.  I 
The  senator  assures  us  that  this  paper  brings  with 
it  this  alarming  attribute — as  it  expands  and  con- 
tracts, so  property  and  wages  rise  and  fall;  thus 
making  it  the  vital  principle  of  the  body  politic, 
giving  to  it  pulsation.  In  speaking  of  paper,  I 
once  and  for  all,  wish  always  to  be  understood  as 
meaning  the  paper  of  sound  specie  paying  banks, 
redeemable  at  sight,  unless  I otherwise  specify.  Is 
this  a sound  axiom  of  the  senator?  Is  bank  paper 
the  sole  or  chief  regulator  of  the  value  of  wages 
and  property?  If  so,  whenever  there  is  a common 
currency  there  should  be  a uniform  price.  Let  us 
see  how  the  position  is  sustained  in  the  United 
States,  where,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  we  have 
banks.  The  senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Hen- 
derson) stated  that  the  services  of  an  ordinary 
laborer,  which  would  cost  fifteen  dollars  in  his  part 
of  the  country,  he  had  ascertained  could  be  had  at 
Pittsburg  for  a quarter,  or  less,  of  that  sum,  and  in 
New  England,  as  I understood  him,  for  about  half. 
Every  body  knows  the  vast  difference  in  the  ex- 
pense of  living  between  Boston  and  New  Orleans, 
and  between  New  York  and  any  remote  country 
town.  But  how  is  it  with  your  hard  money  coun- 
tries? Expences  of  all  sorts  are  unquestionably 
fourfold  greater  in  Havana  than  in  Florence;  and  1 
might  go  on  multiplying  examples  for  it  is  much 
more  difficult  to  find  two  places  that  correspond 
than  two  that  are  at  variance.  Does  it  not  follow 
that  currency,  while  it  undoubtedly  has  an  influ- 
ence, is  not  even  the  principal  cause  of  this  diver- 
sity? 

But,  sir,  I cannot  dwell  on  this.  The  senator 
contended,  by  an  ingenious  argument,  that  a re- 
duction of  wages  would  be  beneficial  to  the  laborer, 
because  property  would  necessarily  fall  in  the 
same  ratio,  and,  in  the  fervor  of  debate,  addressing 
New  England  through  me,  he  appeals  to  her  to 
embrace  this  alternative  as  a resource  to  rescue 
her  manufacturers  from  the  ruin  which  lays  in 
prospect.  Embrace  what,  Mr.  President?  How, 
will  a corresponding  fall  of  wages  and  property  aid 
the  laborer?  How  is  his  condition  to  be  improved 
by  it?  The  most  that  can  be  said  is,  that  his  rela- 
tive condition  is  unchanged.  But  can  he  embrace 
the  degraded  condition  of  by  far  the  larger  class  of 
laborers  in  England  and  Ireland,  where  the  alms- 
houses are  filled  with  paupers,  and  those  who  sup- 
port themselves  struggle  for  life?  Can  he  descend 
a grade  lower,  to  hard  money  Italy,  where,  as  the 
authority  read  by  the  senator  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Merrick)  will  prove,  but  I will  not  stop  to  read  it, 
wages  are  three  pence  a day?  Is  it  an  invention  to 
abandon  the  physical,  moral  and  intellectual  com- 
forts and  enjoyments  which  surrounded  the  indus- 
trious man  here,  and  descend  to  the  deplorable 
condition  of  those  who  fly  from  their  country  to 
this  as  a place  of  refuge  for  the  poor,  the  naked 
and  the  hungry? 

But,  sir,  as  I have  more  to  say  of  this  in  a more 
appropriate  connexion,  I shall  pass  it  for  the  pre- 
sent, with  a single  remark — if  such  are  the  advan- 
tages of  other  countries,  why  do  the  poor  emigrate 
hither,  and  why  do  not  our  citizens  emigrate 
thither? 

I will  now  notice  the  effects  upon  the  public  poli- 
cy which  are  imputed  to  this  bill.  We  have 
always  been  told  that  it  was  a simple  proposition  to 
divorce  the  government  from  the  banks,  so  as  to 
enable  it  to  hold  its  own  money,  and,  therefore, 
harmless  in  its  character,  as  it  would  affect  nothing 
else. 

But,  sir,  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  while 
he  declares  that  he  is  not  for  an  exclusive  hard 
money  currency,  or,  in  other  words,  is  not  hostile 
to  well  regulated  state  banks,  if  they  can  be  well 
regulated,  as  he  expresses  himself,  argues  that  this 
bill  will  diminish  importations,  suppress  credit,  and 
stop  speculation,  by  modifying  (he  currency  so  far 
as  to  work  out  these  extraordinary  ends. 

I am  by  no  means  satisfied  that  it  is  capable  of 
producing  all  these  consequences,  but,  as  such  a 
power  is  imputed  to  it  by  its  warmest  friends,  and 
those  who  are  in  the  councils  and  confidence  of  the 
administration,  who  bring  it  forward,  and  no  doubt 
briDg  it  forward  with  this  view  and  expectation,  I 
shall,  in  this  reply  confine  myself  to  the  positions 
assumed.  That  it  will  do  the  country  no  good  I 
have  never  doubted;  but  I have  never  allowed  my- 
self to  believe  that  it  can  exert  that  influence  upon 
its  affairs  which  is  ascribed  to  it. 

It  will  diminish  importations  in  the  right  way, 
so  far  it  has  my  most  hearty  concurrence,  for  they 
have  run  into  an  injurious  excess.  This  again  is 
the  result  of  a false  policy,  not  imputable  to  paper, 
as  the  senator  supposes,  even,  as  a principal  cause. 
It  comes  of  encouraging  foreign  labor  instead  ofour 
own;  of  stimulating  this  trade  under  the  persuasion 
that  it  is  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than  to 


strengthen  and  foster  our  own  industry,  until  it  has 
reached  a point  of  injurious  excess,  suspending 
our  laborers  from  employment  and  taking  from  them 
their  bread.  We  buy  more  than  we  sell,  leaving  a 
balance  of  many  millions  now  due  to  Europe, 
which  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  resources  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  it  is  time  to  retrace  our  steps.  The  presi- 
dent, who  has  been  a promoter  of  this  policy,  com- 
plains in  his  message  of  this  excess  as  a serious  evil, 
and  I rejoice  at  it;  but  he  fails  to  indicate  the  re- 
medy. He  talks  vaguely  of  economy,  but  is  si- 
lent, upon  our  great  interest  of  the  noith  and  east. 
We  must,  sir,  stand  by  our  own  laborers,  and  not 
suffer  them  to  be  overwhelmed  by  this  process,  and 
then  appeal  to  them  to  lower  their  wages.  Our 
duty  is  plain,  and  we  must  pursue  it  with  manly 
firmness.  The  workshops  of  Europe  must  not  be 
allowed  to  supercede  ours.  This  is  the  remedy. 
But  the  bill  will  suppress  credit — suppress  bloated 
credit!  What,  sir,  is  credit?  One  would  think  it 
was  some  new  invention  to  defraud  the  public  by 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  spoken  of;  but  it  is  co- 
existent with  business,  and  wherever  there  is  or  has 
been  business,  there  credit  has  always  existed, 
and  has  been  and  will  be  abused  to  a greater  or 
less  extent.  I cannot  comprehend  how  com- 
merce or  trade  can  be  carried  on  successfully 
without  it!  Abolish  credit,  and  for  what?  Be- 
cause the  false  policy  of  the  administration  in 
1835  and  ’36  stimulated  it  to  excess!  Because, 
like  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  it 
may  be  abused!  I know  of  no  other  period  against 
which  any  general  and  just  charge  can  be  brought. 
What  would  be  the  condition  of  the  country,  if  men 
were  denied  credit?  Nothing  more  deplorable. 
The  young  man  born  to  no  inheritance  now  goes 
into  the  world  with  his  character  for  honesty  and 
integrity;  this  is  his  great  and  only  resource,  and 
by  the  faith  placed  in  this  he  commands  the  funds 
necessary  to  go  forward  in  business.  And  Mr. 
President,  it  is  one  of  the  glorious  characteristics 
of  our  institutions  that  this  path  is  open  to  his  en- 
terprise, and  the  way  to  wealth  as  well  as  to  honor 
and  fame,  is  clear  of  obstructions  for  the  most  ob- 
scure and  humble  individual.  Shall  we  deny  to 
such  the  only  chance  they  have  of  success?  Shall 
we  trample  on  them,  and  grind  them  to  dust  with 
the  iron  heel  of  power?  No,  sir,  I will  espouse  no 
such  anti-republican  doctrines.  1 will  vote  for  no 
law  that  declares  to  the  poor  that  they  shall  remain 
in  hopeless  poverty,  and  to  the  rich  that  they  alone 
shall  have  the  enjoyment  of  property. 

But  speculation  is  to  be  put  down.  If  the  sena- 
tor means  by  speculation,  unwise  and  hazardous 
traffic,  it  has  alwmys  existed,  and  always  will  exist, 
where  enterprise  exists,  unless  he  can  uproot  the 
desire  in  the  human  mind  for  the  sudden  acquisition 
of  wealth. — He  might  as  well  undertake  to  stop  the 
emotions  and  passions  of  the  human  heart.  The 
only  way  to  make  men  prudent  and  sagacious  in  bu- 
siness— and  it  is  very  desirable  they  should  be  so — 
is  to  make  them  see  far  enough  into  the  future  to 
avoid  ruinous  hazards;  but  the  rash,  who  often  have 
a passion  for  wealth,  will  indulge  illusive  hopes 
and  make  ruinous  bargains,  unless  the  senator  can 
enlarge  their  understandings  and  increase  their  sa- 
gacity. 

There  is  but  one  process  by  which  credit  and  spe- 
culation can  be  suppressed,  and  that  is,  by  denying 
the  means  and  facilities  of  business,  not  to  specu- 
lators alone,  but  to  all;  and  that  is  exactly  what 
the  argument  of  the  senator  tends  to.  He  propo- 
ses to  diminish  the  circulation,  declaring  that  there 
is  an  inflation,  when  we  are  crippled  down  by  the 
scarcity  of  money.  He  would  diminish  to  a vast 
extent  the  resources  and  ability  of  lenders,  when 
the  public  is  in  despair  for  want  of  circulation. 
He  assumes  that  diminishing  the  currency  will 
diminish  wages  and  the  value  of  property  and 
so  it  may  he;  but  the  first  great  and  abiding 
result  will  be  a derainution  of  business.  His 
theory  abolishes  credit,  and  leaves  nothing  but  a 
reduced  currency  to  do  business  with,  and  no  one 
can  deny  that  a reduction  of. business  must  follow. 
Is  the  country  prepared  for  this?  Do  we  grow  too 
fast?  Is  our  enterprise  too  great?  Do  we  labor  too 
much?  Have  we  too  much  to  eat,  drink,  or  wear? 
Are  our  comforts  and  enjoyments  so  multiplied  that 
a sound  policy  requires  they  should  be  curtailed? 
What  response  will  the  people  give  these  inquiries? 
Let  him  who  is  willing  to  be  pared  down  first  stand 
forth  and  proclaim  it.  Wages  are  to  be  diminished 
by  curtailing  the  derqand  for  them;  for  that  is  the 
effect  of  reducing  business. 

The  senator,  in  his  argument,  seemed  to  forget 
that  the  evils  of  a contracting  and  contracted  cur- 
cy  bear  as  oppressively  upon  the  public,  and  more 
so,  than  those  of  expansion.  The  difference  is  this: 
in  expansion,  the  weight  of  loss  falls  on  the  credi- 
tor portion — in  contraction,  upon  the  debtor  por- 
tion: but  in  either  case  it  is  a grevious  calamity. 
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He  cannot  reduce  the  currency  below  what  is  neces- 
sary, without  even  more  suffering  than  arises  from 
too  much. 

The  senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walker)  goes 
for  the  abolition  of  paper.  The  quantity  of  specie 
in  the  country  is  not  supposed  to  exceed  above 
$80,000,000,  the  president  puts  it  at  $85,000,000. 
This  he  argues  would  ensure  a great  reduction  of 
wages  and  of  the  value  of  property,  which  he  in- 
sists will  be  beneficial.  The  senator  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Benton ) is  also,  for  metal  alone;  and  these  gen- 
tlemen have  bestowed  the  highestencomiums  upon 
the  policy  of  the  hard  money  countries.  The  latter 
is  enchanted  with  the  fact  that  the  Hollanders  have 
grown  rich  and  become  great  lenders  of  money, 
while  we  are  borrowers;  and  I will  solve  for  him 
this  enigma  upon  his  own  principles.  He  imputes 
it  to  gold,  and  infers  that  we  should  be  lenders  if  we 
had  a metallic  currency  only.  Who,  Mr.  President, 
are  the  lenders  of  Holland?  Those  individuals  who 
have  amassed  millions;  who  at  one  time  owned 
most  of  this  city,  and  who  can  buy  up  empires 
with  their  boundless  wealth,  having  profited  by 
a state  of  things  which  made  the  privileged  few 
rich,  while  the  many  are  left  poor — while  the  labor- 
er, as  I can  prove,  gets  but  his  three  pence  and  four 
pence  a day.  This  is  the  last  policy  we  desire;  the 
last  that  would  be  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of 
our  people  or  in  unison  with  their  true  interests. 
It  is  diffusive  wealth  that  we  desire;  a general  pros- 
perity among  all;  property  scattered  every  where, 
attainable  by  all  that  deserve  it;  and  thus  invigorat- 
ing a successful  business,  in  which  all  may  partici- 
pate, instead  of  amassing  it  in  the  pockets  of  a few. 
We  are  borrowers:  be  it  so.  It  is  better,  infinitely 
better,  to  borrow,  and  thus  diffuse  capital  to  excite 
industry  and  enterprise,  than  to  amass  it  in  heaps 
and  become  lenders  to  nations,  with  a nation  of  pau- 
pers at  home. 

But,  sir,  T fear  I have  dwelt  too  long  on  these 
matters, and  will  hasten  to  notice  that  for  which  1 
chiefly  rose.  Much  has  been  said  of  labor,  and 
what  is  it?  I may  say,  without  offence,  it  is  a com- 
modity bought  and  sold  like  merchandise  in  the  mar- 
ket. A man  has  his  skill  and  service  to  sell  to 
whomsoever  will  buy  them,  and  his  anxious  desire 
is  to  obtain  the  most  liberal  remuneration.  The 
senator  says  the  value  of  it  is  regulated  by  bank 
paper.  Not  so,  Mr.  President,  not  so;  but  chiefly 
by  the  amount  in  market,  and  the  demand  which 
exists  for  it;  currency  may,  however,  at  times,  have 
its  influence.  If  the  supply  is  great  and  the  de- 
mand small,  then  wages  are  necessarily  low; 
but  if  the  supply  be  small  and  the  demand  great 
they  are  high.  When  business  is  flourishing,  the 
demand  is  urgent,  and  wages  rise;  when  it  is  de- 
pressed, the  demand  diminishes,  and  wages  fall. 
Hence,  too,  in  countries  densely  populated,  the  sup- 
ply is  necessarily  greater,  in  proportion  to  the  bu- 
siness, than  in  countries  thinly  peopled.  Thus 
we  see  why  wages  in  a great  country,  new  and  full 
of  resources,  like  ours,  are  in  quick  demand,  while 
in  China,  where  there  is  a vast  surplus  population, 
the  marketisoverstocked,and  they  are  low.  Hence, 
too,  it  is,  that  in  such  conditions  of  society  we  al- 
ways find  the  greatest  poverty,  suffering  and  de- 
gradation. Bank  paper  is  obviously  not  the  sole  or 
chief  cause  which  fixes  the  value  of  wages. 

But,  sir,  let  us  pursue  this  subject  a little  further, 
as  it  is  capable  of  further  illustration. 

There  are  three  great  classes  of  laborers;  those 
who  produce  from  the  earth  are  agriculturists,  those 
who  convert  the  products  of  the  earth  into  useful 
forms  are  manufacturers;  and  those  who  are  engag- 
ed in  transporting  and  exchanging  the  products  of 
the  other  classes  are  commercial.  These  great  di- 
visions of  mankind  are  founded  on  no  law  but  that 
of  civilized,  social  existence.  In  our  country  at 
least,  each  and  every  person  may  pursue  any  or  all 
kinds  of  business.  But  experience  teaches  us  the 
neccessity  of  these  divisions,  for  wool,  cotton  and 
flax  are  of  little  value  till  turned  into  cloth,  but  the 
farmers  would  find  it  difficult  to  run  a mill  to  make 
cloths,  or  to  build  and  sail  a ship  to  take  his  pro- 
duce to  market.  From  this  division,  too,  come 
our  markets.  We  must  have  food  and  clothing,  and 
we  must  obtain  them  by  an  exchange  of  the  products 
of  labor,  but  we  cannot  exchange  a horse  or  a watch 
for  a joint  of  meat  or  for  a pair  of  shoes;  such  pro- 
perty must  first  be  broken  into  parts,  and  this  is  the 
peculiar  office  and  almost  the  only  use  ofraoney.  It 
measures  the  value  of  property,  and  brings  it  into 
a form  suited  to  our  convenience.  This  is  the  rela- 
tion which  it  bears  to  business,  and  no  other;  and, 
while  I admit  its  great  impoitance,  I deny  that  it  lies 
at  the  foundation,  and  is  therefore  the  greatregulator 
of  the  affairs  of  inep,  as  seems  here  to  be  supposed. 
The  friends  of  this  bill,  I know,  assume  that  vve  have 
an  inflation,  and  that  money  rules,  guides  and  re- 
gulates business;  when,  in  truth  the  inquiries  ought 
to  be,  first,  how  much  is  necessary  as  a circulating 


medium,  that  we  may  know  whether  there  is  an 
excess;  and,  second,  does  paper  necessarily  create 
an  expansion,  or  unnecessary  enlargement  of  the 
currency,  that  we  may  judge  whether  it  ought  to  be 
abandoned?  These  matters,  which  are  assumed, 
are  precisely  what  ought  to  be  proved.  The  sena- 
tors assume  as  evident  truth  what  is  not  apparent. 
They  affirm  that  paper  becomes  redundant,  exces- 
sive, inflated.  But  they  do  not  attempt  to  establish 
the  fact  by  any  proof.  Since  the  first  of  January 
1838,  our  circulation  has  not  much  exceeded  one 
hundred  millions,  it  may  at  some  periods,  have 
reached  one  hundred  and  twenty,  inclusive  of  me- 
tal and  paper.  Is  this  excessive?  Has  it  reached 
a point  above  the  urgent  necessities  of  business  for 
two  years  past?  If  it  has,  how  much  is  enough? 
Some  days  ago  I put  this  inquiry  distinctly  to  the 
senate,  and  it  remains,  and  will  remain  unanswered. 
If  it  can  be  proved  that  we  have  too  much,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  ascertain,  with  confident  exactness,  what 
amount  is  necessary.  I desire  senators  to  make 
known  the  process  of  which  they  arrive  at  their 
conclusions  in  so  vitally  an  important  matter.  They 
seem  to  take  it  for  granted  that  there  is  no  evil  but 
expansion  to  fear,  while  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  too  small  a circulating  medium  works 
out  as  great  if  not  greater  injuries  than  one  too 
large. 

We  have  heard  much  declamation  about  bloated 
credit,  gambling  and  speculation,  but  if  the  exist- 
ence of  all  these  were  established  at  this  moment 
by  unquestionable  proof,  it  would  have  little  ten- 
dency to  establish  the  fact  of  excessive  circulation, 
for  they  have  no  necessary  connection,  but  each 
may  exist  independent  of  the  other. 

Will  the  senator  maintain  the  proposition  that 
paper  cannot  and  has  not'circulated  without  inflation 
or  excessive  credits  in  trade  generally?  I go  further 
and  ask  him  if  excess  is  any  thing  more  than  an 
occasional  occurrence,  growing  out  of  markets 
quickened  into  activity  by  events  rather  casual 
than  permanent?  Is  there  any  excess  of  paper  in 
the  usual  course  of  business  from  sound  banks  who 
redeem  and  are  able  to  redeem  their  paper  at  sight, 
dollar  for  dollar,  in  metal!  It  is  not  easy  to  see 
how  excess  ever  exists  under  such  circumstances. 
I can  go  to-day  into  any  bank  in  Boston  or  New 
York,  and  draw  out  a dollar  with  the  same  amount 
of  paper,  and  that  dollar  is  as  good,  and  will  buy  as 
much  in  France  or  Germany  as  any  dollar  there. — 
The  paper,  then,  is  clearly  worth  as  much  as  the 
silver,  for  it  buys  it.  If  the  paper  of  banks  is  main- 
tained at  this  value,  and  so  redeemed  at  all  times, 
it  is  not  easy  to  comprehend  how  it  is  inflated,  or 
that  more  is  in  circulation  than  is  needed  for  use. — 
The  idea  of  inflation  pre-supposes  some  unsound- 
ness. All  money,  metallic  as  well  as  paper,  does  and 
will  fluctuate  in  value,  and,  if  this  be  inflation,  then 
gold  and  silveris  no  more  exempt  from  it  than  paper. 
It  is  by  no  means  easy  to  determine  which  fluctuates 
oftentimes — money  or  property.  Cotton  is  forty  dol- 
lars a bale  to-day,  to-morrow  it  is  thirty- five  and 
next  day  forty-five;  it  does  not  follow  that  the  cotton 
alone  has  fluctuated,  or  that  it  has  fluctuated  at  all: 
for  gold  and  silver  may  be  so  abundant  as  to  depress 
the  value  of  property,  or  so  scarce  as  to  raise  it. — 
It  is  every  day’s  occurrence  to  find  gold  and  silver 
fluctuating  in  value,  commanding  at  one  time  a 
premium,  and  then  none;  nay,  under  some  circum- 
stances, falling  below  good  paper.  No  matter  what 
we  have  for  currency,  there  will  be  fluctuations  in 
its  value  greatly  affecting  trade,  as  a circulating 
medium,  of  uniform  amount  cannot  be  maintained 
any  more  than  you  can  limit  business  to  an  exact 
amount. 

This  all  proves  what  seems  not  to  be  well  under- 
stood, or  senators  would  reason  differently — that 
there  is  but  one  way  to  determine  how  much  cir- 
culation is  necessary.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain 
how  much  money  may  be  necessary  for  each  mem- 
ber of  the  senate  for  the  current  year,  and  it  is 
equally  impossible  to  anticipate  the  wants  of  the 
great  public.  The  question  is  left,  therefore  to  be 
settled  by  the  laws  of  trade,  as  all  other  matters  of 
business.  We  learn  how  much  flour  and  corn  are 
required  annually,  by  the  demand  for  them.  Just 
so  we  learn  how  much  money  i3  required  to  carry 
forward  business,  by  the  ability  of  men  to  buy  it. — 
So  much  is  necessary,  bethe  amount  great  or  small; 
and,  in  a growing  country,  it  would  be  just  as  wise 
to  limit  the  amount  of  produce  as  the  amount  of 
monetary  capital.  Surely  nothing  can  be  more 
absurd  than  to  attempt  to  determine  the  amount, 
without  reference  to  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
— to  say  that  eighty  millions,  or  any  other  arbitrary 
amount,  is  enough.  There  is  no  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  lowering  the  value  of  property,  unless 
the  same  amount  of  labor,  or  the  same  amount  of 
property,  enables  us  to  obtain  more  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life.  The  fact  should,  therefore,  be  first 
clearly  established,  for  the  process  is  necessarily 


attended  with  great  sacrifices.  The  senator  from 
Pennsylvania  seems  to  understand  that  reducing 
the  circulation  will  reduce  property  and  wages  in 
the  same  ratio.  If  it  does,  in  what  is  our  condition 
bettered,  even  it  we  could  reconcile  debtors  to  it, 
who  would  be  ruined?  He  seems  to  believe  that 
our  relations  in  foreign  trade  will  be  improved,  but 
I shall  show  him  his  error,  and  that  he  ought  to  ar- 
rive at  exactly  the  same  conclusion;  for  his 
theory,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  inflict  upon 
the  laborer  as  well  as  the  owner  of  property,  the 
most  injurious  and  oppressive  consequences.  He 
solemnly  affirms,  and  1 give  him  all  credit  for  sin- 
cerity, that  he  believes  a reduction  in  wages  and 
property  would  be  beneficial.  Let  us  see. 

Suppose  that  wages  and  property  will  be  reduced 
one  half  by  the  bill — that  is,  if  wages  are  now  a 
dollar  a day,  they  will  be  half  a dollar;  and  if 
beef  and  mutton  are  now  eight  cents  a pound,  they 
will  be  four;  and  so  of  all  the  productions  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  all  property  created  here. — 
Upon  this  state  of  facts  as  things  are,  the  laborer 
would  have,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  days’  labor, 
twenty  dollars,  to  provide  supplies  for  himself  and 
family.  As  they  will  be,  he  will  have  ten  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  be  it  remembered  that  we  buy  and  3ell 
in  foreign  markets  by  ttieir  standard  of  currency, 
and  that  lowering  wages  and  property  here  is  to 
have  no  effect  there,  according  to  the  reasoning  of 
the  senator,  as  their  currency  must  regulate  the 
price  of  their  wages  and  products;  but  cotton  is  to 
sell,  and  goods  are  to  be  bought  as  if  no  change 
had  taken  place.  Goods,  therefore,  will  come  into 
this  country  no  cheaper.  If  then,  the  laborer  goes 
into  the  market  with  his  money,  as  his  wages  are,  he 
will  have  twenty  dollars  to  expend  in  tea,  coffee, 
sugar,  and  the  thousand  necessaries  which  come 
from  foreign  countries;  but  he  goes  into  it  as  they 
will  be — ten  dollars,  under  tbe  operation  of  the 
new  theory — it  is  plain,  therefore,  that  with  the 
same  amount  of  labor  he  can  purchase  but  half  as 
much  foreign  merchandise;  jn  other  words,  it  will 
in  effect  be  doubled  in  price,  while  it  is  apparently 
the  same. 

But  the  senator  did  not  stop  here,  for  he  alleged 
that,  while  the  laborer  would  be  in  a better  con- 
dition, the  exporter  of  produce — that  is,  cotton,  &c. 
— would  derive  a greater  profit,  the  measure  of 
which  would  be  the  amount  of  reduction  of  wages 
and  of  property,  as  he  would  thus  be  able  to  produce 
so  much  cheaper.  To  make  myself  understood,  I 
proceed  with  the  supposition,  that  wages  and  pro- 
perty are  to  be  reduced  one-half.  Then  his  theory 
is,  that  the  cotton  planter,  for  example,  would 
produce  his  crop  at  half  the  present  cost,  by  the 
saving  in  labor  and  the  support  of  it,  and  conse- 
quently derive  double  proffit.  That  he  would  pro- 
duce cheaper  is  undeniably  true;  and  if  he  should 
sell  for  the  same  price  he  now  does,  and  bring 
home  specie,  he  would  realize  double  profits, 
provided  his  laborers  are  supported  wholly  on  the 
products  of  thfr  United  States.  This,  however,  is 
not  the  course  of  trade  or  of  business.  But  from 
whence  would  tbe  profits  come?  Not  from  foreign 
countries,  for  no  change  is  to  occur  there,  but  from 
the  pockets  of  every  consumer  of  foreign  goods  in 
this  country,  for  the  change  is  wholly  in  the  wages 
and  produce  of  our  own  country.  The  idea  is,  that 
if  wages  and  property  sink  together  one-half,  the 
relative  positions  of  the  laborer  and  the  owner  of 
property  are  the  same,  for  the  laborer  can  purchase 
just  as  much  with  one-half  the  money,  and  the 
same  amount  of  property  will  purchase  as  much 
labor  as  before.  But  the  laborer  will,  at  any  given 
period,  have  but  half  as  much  money,  and  the  same 
amount  of  property  will  be  worth  but  half  as  much: 
consequently,  all  the  surplus  gains  of  the  farmer, 
mechanic,  manufacturer  and  laborer,  will  be  but 
half  what  they  now  are,  in  nominal  amount.  If 
property  in  foreign  countries  should  descend  in  the 
same  ratio,  the  most  that  could  be  said  of  our  con- 
dition is,  that  it  is  no  worse,  for  it  is  obviously  no 
better.  But  if  we  descend  while  they  remain  sta- 
tionary, and  a profit  is  thence  gained  to  the  exporter, 
nothing  is  plainer  than  that  such  profit  is  drawn 
from  the  consumer  of  foreign  merchandise,  as  it 
will  take  twice  as  much  of  our  labor  or  products  to 
buy  it,  as  is  now  required.  If  the  theory  establishes 
the  fact  that  the  exporter  is  to  reap  double  profits 
for  cotton,  it  establishes,  beyond  controversy',  the 
fact  also,  that  that  profit  will  be  a tax  upon  every 
man  that  consumes  a foreign  article,  and  that  it 
will  be  wholly  drawn  from  their  pockets.  The 
senator  has  led  himself  into  an  error  by  supposing 
that  foreign  productions  are  to  come  to  us  cheaper, 
while  our  exports  are  to  keep  up  where  they  are. — 
He  thinks  the  importer  sells  in  a market  inflated 
by  paper,  and  realizes  an  extraordinary  profit. — 
But  he  must  perceive  that  the  low  and  depressed 
state  of  the  working  classes  in  Europe,  is  proof 
.enough  that  no  excessive  profit  is  obtained  here 
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upon  goods— none  that  can  bear  essential  reduction; 
and  that  while  raw  cotton  maintains  its  price,  fo- 
reign goods  must  also  maintain  theirs.  In  the 
great  competition  of  trade,  thi3  idea  of  excessive 
profit  to  the  importer  is  fallacious;  and  as  the  no- 
tion of  a reduction  is  founded  on  it,  that  is  also  fal- 
lacious. 

To  follow  out  the  case  I have  supposed:  The  in- 
come of  every  man,  except  the  exporter,  is  to  be 
reduced  one-half  in  the  value  of  wages  and  property, 
while  all  foreign  merchandise  will  cost  the  same, 
which  will  obviously,  in  effect,  double  the  price, 
as  it  will  take  twice  the  amount  of  labor,  or  twice 
the  amount  of  the  products  of  labor,  to  purchase  it. 

I do  not  ascribe  this  power  to  the  bill,  but  it  is 
enough  for  me  that- its  friends  do.  What  response 
will  the  farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers  and 
laborers  make  to  such  a flagitious  proposition? 
Can  they  be  reconciled  to  such  a measure  of  oppres- 
sion? one  that  extorts  from  them  the  fruits  of  their 
industry  to  professedly  enrich  the  planter  who  now 
enjoys  a prosperity  unequalled  in  the  rest  of  the 
country?  No,  sir,  such  plans  of  sectional  aggran- 
dizement, and  such  a disregard  of  the  interests  of 
the  greatest  and  most  powerful  class  of  people  in 
our  country,  can  only  excite  their  disgust  and  in- 
dignation. Thus,  sir,  I have  traced  the  benefits  of 
this  bill,  if  it  have  any,  as  interpreted  by  its  friends, 
to  the  rich  and  powerful.  I have,  if  I mistake  not, 
demonstrated  that  they  are  to  be  made  richer  by  a 
tax  upon  their  les3  fortunate,  but  more  industrious 
and  more  necessitous  fellow  citizens — a tax  that 
they  never  can  and  never  will  submit  to,  so  long  as 
their  power  can  be  felt  through  the  ballot  box. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  While  we  are  thus  to 
have  intolerable  burdens  loaded  upon  us,  to  add  to 
the  weight  of  our  embarrassments,  and  to  increase 
our  sufferings;  and  while  the  debtor  portion  of  the 
public  are  to  be  crushed  and  ground  to  dust  between 
the  upper  and  nether  millstone  of  this  process,  the 
man  of  money  is  not  only  to  escape  unharmed,  but 
to  have  his  property  doubled.  He  who  holds 
cash,  or  its  equivalent  in  notes,  bonds  or  stocks,  will 
be  able  to  buy  double  the  amount  of  property  with 
it,  and,  will  therefore  have  its  value  doubled  on  his 
hands;  for,  while  wages  and  property  are  to  go  down, 
money  is  to  go  up  in  the  same  ratio. 

If  the  friends  of  this  bill  have  given  to  it  a true 
construction,  it  is  a bill  of  privileges  to  the  rich,  but 
a scourge  to  all  others. 

What  is  the  debtor  portion  of  the  public?  Is  it 
so  insignificant  as  to  be  disregarded?  Sir,  I will 
venture  to  assert  that  the  amount  of  existing  indebt- 
edness in  any  commercial  country  is  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  equal  to  the  value  of  all  property  in  that 
country,  whether  it  be  rich  or  poor,  prosperous  or 
unprosperous,  and  you  cannot  change,  to  the  extent 
gentlemen  have  supposed,  the  relation  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  or  thus  diminish  the  resources  of  the  debtors 
without  a crash,  a waste,  and  desolation  such  as  has 
never  been  experienced.  Suppose  a man  has  pur- 
chased .$‘10,000  worth  of  property  at  present  prices, 
and  given  his  bond  for  it;  you  reduce  its  value  one- 
half,  and  it  is  worth  $5,000.  How  is  it  possible  that, 
with  resources  thus  reduced,  most  debtors  can  ever 
pay? 

But,  sir,  you  cannot  maintain  a state  of  things 
such  as  has  been  supposed.  You  may  embarrass 
and  distress  us,  as  you  have  done,  but  this  bill  will, 
in  the  end,  workout  no  such  advantages  as  are  anti- 
cipated for  the  planters.  The  theory  contains  in  itself 
a principle  that  will  defeat  the  end  in  view.  Go 
on,  sir,  if  you  please,  and  so  legislate  as  to  bring  to 
the  cotton  planters  the  extraordinary  profits  antici- 
pated, at  the  expense  of  the  other  branches  of  in- 
dustry; how  long  will  it  be  before  that  pursuit  will 
be  overloaded  with  competitors,  till  the  market  will 
be  inundated  with  cotton,  and  its  price  fall  just  in 
the  ratio  you  have  stimulated  its  production?  Down 
it  will — down  it  must,  by  the  laws  of  trade,  come 
to  a level  with  the  fall  of  other  productions.  And 
what  will  be  gained  by  the  whole  process?  No- 
thing; absolutely  nothing,  except  that  it  will  take 
more  of  our  labor  and  more  of  our  productions  to 
buy  foreign  merchandise;  our  gain  will  turn  literal- 
ly into  a loss.  This  is  capable,  I think,  ofdemonstra- 
tion,  if  it  does  not  already  sufficiently  appear;  but 
I have  no  time  to  enlarge,  interesting  and  all  im- 
portant as  the  subject  is. 

What  motive  can  we  have,  sir,  to  reduce  wages  and 
the  value  of  property?  When  did  the  sun  ever  shine 
upon  a laboring  people  so  blessed  as  those  of  our 
country  have  been?  Where  have  they  ever  been 
able  by  industry  to  feed,  clothe  and  educate  them- 
selves so  well?  The  history  of  the  world  proves  no- 
thing more  ceitainly — nothing  with  clearer  demon- 
stration, than  that  where  wages  are  lowest  there  is 
the  greatest  poverty  and  suffering;  there  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laborer  is  most  forlorn  and  wretched; 
there  is  the  least  moral  and  intellectual  culture;  and 
there  our  race  is  sunk  into  the  depths  of  political 


degredation,  incapable  of  raising  itself  to  that  lofty 
elevation  attained  by  a free,  enlightened  people,  ca- 
pable of  governing  their  own  affairs.  It  tends  to 
the  opposite  of  every  thing  dearest  to  us,  for  the 
descent  will  carry  with  it  not  only  wages,  but  all 
the  high  qualities  which  fit  us  to  be  what  we  are — 
free  and  independent.  This  is  a sufficient  answer 
to  all  that  can  be  said  upon  the  subject. 

Such  is  the  remedy  for  the  disease  which  afflicts 
our  country;  and,  while  its  advocates  shadow  forth 
its  evils  far  beyond  any  conception  of  mine,  if  the 
bill  be  carried  into  effect,  as  has  been  proposed 
here,  I must  confess  that  I see  in  it  nothing  to 
soothe  or  relieve  the  public — nothing  to  restore 
confidence,  which  is  the  great  and  desirable  end — - 
nothing  to  avert  future  panics — nothing  to  stop  this 
scramble  after  the  gold  and  silver  going  on  between 
us  and  other  counlries — nothing  that  has  healing 
power  enough  to  revive  and  maintain  prosperity. 

But,  sir,  much  as  remains  to  be  said,  I must  draw 
to  a close,  as  my  object  was  merely  to  notice  lead- 
ing remarks  of  senators  which  have  developed  the 
new  and  extraordinary  doctrines  of  this  administra- 
tion. I was  anxious  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  who  acquire  their  support 
by  labor,  and  whose  interests,  as  laying  at  the  basis 
of  all  prosperity,  1 have  at  all  times  and  on  all  fit- 
ting occasions,  espoused  and  maintained  with  what- 
ever of  ability  I possess.  In  this,  sir,  I have  taken 
great  and  sincere  satisfaction,  believing  it  to  be  the 
great  end  of  our  free  government,  and  the  only  sure 
means  of  sustaining  it.  In  the  name  and  in  behalf 
of  that  great,  powerful  and  enlightened  class  of  my 
fellow  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  whom  I have  the 
honor  to  represent,  1 enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
the  doctrines  here  advanced;  and  if  my  voice  could 
reach  them  in  their  dwellings,  their  shops  and  on 
the  decks  of  their  vessels,  I would  exhort  them  not 
to  be  deluded  by  false  theories  leading  them  on 
to  ruin,  but  to  rouse  up  their  energies,  and  at  the 
ballot  box,  manifest  their  indignation  at  all  attempts 
to  oppress  them  by  diminishing  their  business  and 
taxing  their  labor  to  enrich  others.  I would  en- 
treat them  not  to  sit  still  and  be  made  such  as  they 
see  the  distressed  and  impoverished  laborers  of  Eu- 
rope and  Asia. 

NOTES. 

The  statistics  referred  to  in  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Davis  are  contained  in  Porter’s  Progress  of  the  Na- 
tions, and  Wade’s  History  of  the  Middle  and  Work- 
ing Classes,  two  recent  and  respectable  authorities, 
relying  for  the  correctness  of  the  facts  contained  in 
the  following  extracts  chiefly  upon  the  statistics 
collected  by  the  British  government. 

These  developments  show  the  farmer  and  all 
other  working  men  the  condition  ot  the  working 
classes  in  Europe,  and  upon  what  limited  means 
they  subsist.  It  is  this  class  of  men  with  whom 
they  are  to  run  the  race  of  cheap  production,  and 
consequently  of  course  and  wretched  existence;  for 
the  same  causes  which  reduce  them  to  hopeless 
penury  will  produce  like  results  here.  If  a few 
pence  a day  will  not  support  men  there,  it  will  fail 
to  do  it  here.  The  intelligent  working  man  of  the 
U.  Slates  will  pause  before  he  precipitates  himself 
into  such  irretrievable  wretchedness  to  cheapen 
the  products  of  labor.  He  will  inquire  whether  it 
tends  to  elevate  or  depress  his  race — whether  the 
privileges  and  hopes  of  a freeman  are  utterly  delu- 
sive, and  end  in  retracing  his  steps  to  the  degraded 
condition  from  which  we  all  believed  we  had  escap- 
ed. In  his  descent  from  his  present  commanding 
position,  he  may  well  carry  with  him  these  reflec- 
tions, sit  down  in  despair,  and  spurn  all  the  daz- 
zling theories  of  self-government  as  illusory,  if  they 
leave  him  to  subsist  on  the  humble  diet,  and  to  grap- 
ple with  the  sufferings  of  the  most  desolate  portion 
of  mankind. 

Wages  in  France.  Calais  common  laborers  7^d. 
per  day  with  board  and  without  dwelling;  Boulogne, 
5d.  per  day  do.  do.;  Nantes,  8d.  per  daj1  without 
board  and  without  dwelling;  Marseilles,  4d.  to  7d. 
per  da)-  with  board  and  without  dwelling.  The 
food  in  some  districts  “consists  in  rye  bread,  soup 
made  of  millet,  cakes  made  oflndian  corn,  now  arid 
then  some  salt  provisions  and  vegetables,  rarely,  if 
ever,  butcher’s  meat.”  In  others,  “wheaten  bread, 
soup  made  with  vegetables,  and  a little  grease  or 
lard  twice  a day,  potatoes  or  other  vegetables,  but 
seldom  butcher’s  meet.” 

Sweden.  “The  daily  wages  of  a skilful  agricul- 
turist are  7d.  or  8d.;  while  the  unskilled  obtain  no 
more  than  3Jd.  or4d.  and  board  themselves.  Agri- 
culturists in  the  southern  provinces  live  upon  salt 
fish  and  potatoes;  in  the  northern  provinces  por- 
ridge and  rye  bread  form  their  food.” 

Bavaria.  “Laborers  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  8d. 
per  day  in  the  country”  without  board. 

Belgium.  “A  skilled  artisan  may  earn  in  sum- 
mer Is.  2d.  to  Is.  5d.;  in  winter  from  lOd.  to  Is. 
2d.;  unskilled  half  as  much,  without  board,  live 


upon  rye  bread,  potatoes  and  milk.”  Agricultural 
laborers  have  less. 

Germany.  Dantzig  laborers  4jd.  to  7d.  per  day, 
without  board;  Muhlburg,  7d.  per  day  do.;  Hol- 
stein, 7d.  per  day,  without  board. 

Netherlands.  South  Holland  laborers  3d.  to  4d. 


per  day,  with  board;  North  Holland,  20d.  per  day, 
without  board;  Antwerp,  6d.  per  day,  do  ; West 
Flanders,  96s.  to  104s.  per  year,  with  board. 

Italy.  Trieste  laborers  12d.  per  day,  without 
board:  do.  6d.  per  day,  with  board;  Istiia,  8d.  to 
lOd.  per  day,  without  board;  do.  4d.  to  ad.  per  day, 
with  board;  Lombardy,  4d.  to  Sd.  per  day,  do.; 
Genoa,  5d.  to  8d.  per  day,  do.  and  without  lodgings; 
Tuscany,  6d.  per  day,  without  either. 

Saxony.  “In  1837,  a man  employed  in  his  own 
loom,  working  very  diligently  from  Monday  morn- 
ing to  Saturday  night,  from  5 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dusk,  and  even  at  times  with  a lamp,  his 
wife  assisting  him  in  finishing  and  taking  him  the 
work,  could  not  possibly  earn  more  than  20  gros- 
chen  (about  60  cents)  per  week.  Nor  could  one 
who  had  three  children,  aged  12  years  and  upwards, 
all  working  at  the  loom,  as  well  as  himself,  with 
his  wife  employed  doing  up  the  work,  earn  in  the 
whole  more  than  $1  weekly. 

Navigation.  Between  us  and  England  this  is 
placed  upon  a footing  of  equality;  all  advantages  to 
our  navigators  being  abrogated.  If  any  interest  can 
bear  direct  competition,  this  is  the  one.  But  let  us 
see  the  result,  as  set  down  by  Mr.  Porter.  “In 
1821,”  says  this  writer,  “the  proportion  of  British 
vessels  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
was  7^  per  cent,  compared  with  the  American  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States;  while,  in  1835,  that  proportion  was  increas- 
ed to  39  per  cent.  The  actual  numbers  in  each  of 
the  years,  from  1821  to  1835,  have  been  as  follows: 
British.  American.  British.  American. 


Year.  Tons.  Tons.  Year.  Tons.  Tons. 

1821  55,188  765,098  1829  86,337  872,949 

1822  70,669  787,961  1830  87,231  967,227 

1823  89,553  775,271  1831  215,887  922,952 

1824  67,351  850.033  1832  288,841  949,622 

1825  63,036  880754  1833  383,487  1,111,441 

1826  69,295  942,206  1834  453,495  1,074,670 

1827  99,114  - 918,361  1835  529,922  1,352,653 

1828  104,167  868,381 

The  British  increase  is  860  per  cent.;  the  Ame- 
rican 77  per  cent.”  This  is  the  result  of  treaties 
and  conventions  called  reciprocal. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN,  OF  PA. 

IN  SENATE.  TUESDAY,  MARCH  3,  1840. 

Oil  the  speech  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mass,  against  the  in- 
dependent treasury  bill. 

Mr.  President:  I rise  to  perform  a painful  but 
imperious  duty  which  I owe  to  myself.  The  speech 
which  I lately  delivered  in  favor  of  the  independent 
treasury  bill  has  been  made  the  subject  of  criticism 
and  censure  in  another  part  of  this  capitol;  under 
what  rule  of  order  I confess  I cannot  comprehend. 
In  some  portions  of  the  country,  at  public  meetings 
and  in  the  public  press,  I have  been  denounced  as 
the  enemy  of  the  laboring  man,  and  have  been 
charged  with  a desire  to  reduce  his  wages  and  de- 
press his  condition  to  that  of  the  degraded  serfs  of 
European  despotisms.  Sentiments  have  been  at- 
tributed to  me,  which  I never  uttered,  and  which 
my  soul  abhors.  I repeat,  what  I declared  in  that 
speech,  that  if  I could  believe  for  a moment  that 
the  independent  treasury  bill  would  prove  injurious 
to  the  laboring  man,  it  should  meet  my  unqualified 
opposition. 

I had  intended  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
which  presented  of  doing  myself  justice  upon  this 
subject.  Business  cailed  me  away,  and  I was  ab- 
sent whilst  the  senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crit- 
tenden] addressed  the  senate  on  the  resolutions 
now'  before  it.  I understood  that  he  hadTeferred  to 
the  wages  of  labor,  in  no  offensive  terms  to  me, 
however;  but  in  such  a manner  as  to  have  present- 
ed the  opportunity  which  I so  much  desired. — 
When  the  senator  from  N.  York,  [Mr.  Tallmadge], 
afterwards  alluded  to  the  same  subject,  the  debate 
had  assumed  a personal  character,  and  I was  not 
the  man  to  interfere  against  him  in  such  a contest. 
He  had  said  nothing  which  could  excite  any  dispo- 
sition on  my  part  to  pursue  such  a course. 

Had  I obtained  the  floor  at  any  time  during  the 
last  week,  my  explanation  w'ouid  have  been  short 
and  simple.  The  means,  and  the  only  means,  by 
which  it  was  alledged  that  I had  sought  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  labor  to  the  standard  of  the  hard  mo- 
ney despotism  of  Europe,  was,  by  the  introduction 
of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  into  this  country. 
Now,  to  such  a radical  change  in  our  currency,  I 
have  ever  been  opposed.  I have  avow'ed  my  oppo- 
sition repeatedly  upon  this  floor  and  elsewhere;  and 
never  more  distinctly  than  in  my  late  speech  in 
favor  of  the  independent  treasury.  My  motto  has 
always  been  to  reform,  not  to  destroy  the  banks: 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  21,  1840— REMARKS  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN,  OF  PA.  41 


and  I have  endeavored  to  prove — with  what  suc- 
cess, I must  leave  the  public  to  judge — that  such  a 
radical  reform  in  these  institutions  as  would  pre- 
vent violent  expansions  and  contractions  of  the 
currency,  and  thus  enable  them  always  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  specie,  would  prove  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  all  classes  of  society,  but  more  especially 
to  the  laboring  man. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  a message  was  sent  me 
by  a friend,  requesting  me  to  examine  the  publish- 
ed speech  of  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Dam's],  and  suggesting  that  it  contained  an  errone- 
ous statement  of  the  arguments  which  I had  used 
in  favor  of  the  independent  treasury  bill.  I examin- 
ed his  speech  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  having 
never  read  it  before,  and  I confess  it  struck  me 
with  the  utmost  astonishment.  I found  that, 
throughout,  he  had  attributed  to  me  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  bill  which  I never  used;  nay  more,  that 
the  objections  to  the  bill,  which  I had  endeavored 
to  combat,  had  been  imputed  to  me  as  the  very  ar- 
guments which  I urged  in  its  favor. 

I shall  proceed  to  make  some  remarks  upon  his 
speech.  In  performing  this  duty,  it  is  my  sole  pur- 
pose to  justify  myself,  without  feeling  the  slightest 
disposition  to  do  him  injury. 

In  my  remarks  I urged  the  passage  of  the  inde- 
pendent treasury  bill,  because  it  would  separate 
the  banks  from  the  government,  and  would  render 
the  money  of  the  people  always  secure,  and  always 
ready  to  promote  their  prosperity  in  peace  and  to 
defend  them  in  war.  Great  as  are  the  advantages, 
direct  and  incidental,  which  the  country  will  de- 
rive from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  I knew  that  it 
could  accomplish  little  or  nothing,  towards  reform- 
ing our  paper  currency,  or  restraining  the  banks 
within  safe  limits.  This  opinion  I have  declared 
upon  all  occasions,  and  never  more  emphatically 
than  in  my  late  speech.  I stated  that  the  addition- 
al demand  for  gold  and  silver  which  it  might  create 
would  not  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
num, according  to  the  president’s  estimate;  and 
that  although  this  might  compel  the  banks  to  keep 
more  specie  in  their  vaults  in  proportion  to  their 
circulation  and  deposites,  yet  that  it  would  prove 
bud  a very  inadequate  restraint  upon  excessive 
banking.  Nay,  more;  I plumed  myself  upon  the 
fact  that  I had  been  the  first  to  suggest  the  amend- 
ment requiring  the  holders  of  treasury  drafts  to 
present  them  for  payment  to  the  depositaries  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  saving  the  banks  from  the  injury  which  might  be 
inflicted  upon  them  by  locking  up  a large  surplus 
of  revenue  in  gold  and  silver  in  the  vaults  of  the 
depositaries.  And  I endeavored  to  prove,  not  only 
by  my  own  arguments,  but  by  the  authority  of  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  financiers  that  this  coun- 
try has  ever  produced,  that  the  banks  never  could 
be  injured  by  the  adoption  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill,  unless  in  the  event  of  a large  surplus  re- 
venue, which  would  not  probably  soon  occur.  I 
also  stated  that  it  would  thus  become  their  interest, 
as  it  was  already  that  of  the  rest  of  the  cominunily, 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  such  a surplus.  In 
referring  to  the  blessings  which  would  flow  to  the 
laboring  man  from  the  existence  of  a sound  mixed 
currency,  whose  basis  should  be  gold  and  silver,  I 
expressly  declared  that  the  bill  would  exercise  no 
great  influence  in  producing  this  desirable  result. 

Again,  in  speaking  of  the  effect  which  this  mea- 
sure would  produce  in  reducing  the  amount  of  our 
imports — a consummation  devoutly  desired  by  all — 
what  was  my  argument?  That  the  bill  would,  in 
some  degree,  especially  after  June,  1842,  diminish 
our  imports;  because  we  should  then  have  a sys- 
tem of  cash  duties,  which  would  operate  as  an  en- 
couragement to  our  domestic  manufactures. 

One  of  the  great  objects  of  my  speech  was  to  an- 
swer the  objections  which  had  been  urged  against 
the  independent  treasury  bill,  by  proving  that  it 
would  not  injuriously  influence  the  business  of  the 
country  in  the  manner  which  had  been  predicted  by 
its  enemies;  and  especially  that  it  would  produce 
little  or  no  effect  upon  the  sound  and  solvent  banks 
of  the  country.  I thought  I had  succeeded.  It 
certainly  never  entered  into  my  conception  that 
any  person  on  the  face  of  the  earth  could  so  far 
have  mistaken  my  meaning  as  to  attribute  to  me 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  directly  opposite 
to  those  which  I urged  as  darkness  is  to  light. 

You  may  judge,  then,  Mr.  President,  of  my  asto- 
nishment, when,  in  the  very  second  paragraph  of 
the  speech  oT  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  I 
read  the  following  sentence: 

“The  senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walker] 
with  his  usual  acknowledged  ability,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchan- 
an] following  in  his  track,  have  advanced  the  propo- 
sitions that  the  embarrassments  and  distress  with 
which  the  country  has  been  greviously  afflicted  for 
several  years  past,  and  which  now  paralyze  all  its 


energies,  are  imputable  to  the  pernicious  influence 
of  bank  paper,  that  this  bill  [the  independent  trea- 
sury bill]  contains  the  necessary  corrective,  as  it 
will  check  importations  of  foreign  goods,  suppress 
what  they  call  the  credit  system,  and  by  restoring 
a specie  currency,  reduce  the  wages  of  labor  and 
the  value  of  property.  This  is  the  character  given 
to  the  measure  by  its  friends;  and  alarming  as  the 
doctrines  are,  I am  gratified  that  they  are  frankly 
avowed.” 

Now,  sir,  I openly  declare,  in  the  face  of  the  se- 
nate and  the  world,  not  only  that  no  such  doctrines 
were  ever  avowed  by  me,  but  that  these  remarks 
of  the  senator  are  palpable,  I will  not  say  intention- 
al, misrepresentations  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  my  speech.  1 

What!  sir,  to  attribute  to  me  the  remark,  that  this 
bill,  by  applying  the  necessary  corrective  to  the 
pernicious  influence  of  bank  paper,  “and  by  thus 
restoring  a specie  currency,”  will  produce  the  dis- 
astrous consequences  which  he  has  enumerated; 
when  a considerable  portion  of  my  argument  was 
devoted  to  prove  that  the  bill  would  produce  no 
injurious  effect  whatever  upon  the  sound  and  sol- 
vent banks  of  the  country.  Nay,  more,  that  it 
would  exert  but  a very  trifling  influence,  indeed, 
if  any,  even  in  restraining  within  safe  limits  their 
loans  and  issues.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be  very  inge- 
nious; but  it  is  certainly  not  very  fair  to  put  into 
the  mouth  of  a friend  of  the  bill,  as  arguments  in 
.its  favor,  the  strongest  objections  which  have  been 
urged  against  it  by  its  enemies.  These  would  be 
so  many  admissions  of  its  fatal  consequences,  and 
they  would  be  the  stronger  when  converted  into 
arguments  in  its  favor  by  one  of  its  friends. — 
Against  the  whole  current  of  my  remarks — against 
my  express  and  reiterated  declarations,  both  upon 
this  and  former  occasions,  that  I was  no  friend  to 
an  exclusive  hard  money  currency,  but  was  in 
favor  of  well  regulated  state  banks,  how  could  the 
senator  be  so  far  mistaken  as  to  sit  down  and  deli- 
berately write  that  I had  urged  in  favor  of  this  bill, 
that  it  would  restore  a specie  currency,  and  thereby 
reduce  the'wages  of  labor  and  the  value  of  proper- 
ty? I leave  it  for  him  to  answer  the  question  ac- 
cording to  his  own  sense  of  justice  towards  a bro- 
ther senator  who  had  never  done  him  harm. 

But  the  senator  does  not  stop  here.  Throughout 
his  whole  speech  he  imputes  to  me  the  use  of  such 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  1 have  stated,  and 
dwells  upon  them  at  length — arguments  which,  if  I 
had  ever  used,  would  prove  conclusively  that  I was 
an  enemy  of  the  bill  which  I professed  to  advocate, 
and  that  scarcely  even  in  disguise.  This  is  the 
light  in  which  he  presents  me  before  the  world. 
Towards  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  he  caps  the 
climax.  He  says: 

To  follow  out  the  case  I have  supposed:  The 
income  of  every  man,  except  the  exporter,  is  to  be 
reduced  one-half  in  the  value  of  wages  and  proper- 
ty, while  all  foreign  merchandise  will  cost  the  same, 
which  will  obviously,  in  effect,  double  the  price,  as 
it  will  take  twice  the  amount  of  labor,  or  twice  the 
amount  of  the  products  of  labor,  to  purchase  it.” 

I do  not  ascribe  this  power  to  the  bill;  but  it  is 
enough  for  me  that  its  friends  do.  What  response 
will  the  farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers  and 
laborers  make  to  such  a flagitious  proposition?” 

And  all  this  the  senator  says  in  a professed  reply 
to  me.  He  thus  charges  me  with  having  ascribed 
to  the  independent  treasury  bill  the  power  of  re- 
ducing the  income  of  every  man  in  the  country 
“one-half,  in  the  value  of  wages  and  property.” — 
Had  I contended  in  favor  of  any  such  power,  well 
might  the  senalor  have  said  it  was  “a  flagitious  pro- 
position.” He  would  almost  have  been  justified  in 
the  use  of  a term  so  harsh  and  unparliamentary. 

Self-respect,  as  well  as  the  respect  which  I owe 
to  the  senate,  restrains  me  from_giving  such  a con- 
tradiction to  this  allegation  as  it  deserves.  It  would 
surely  not  be  deemed  improper,  however,  in  me,  if 
I were  to  turn  to  the  senator,  and  apply  the  epithet 
which  he  himself  has  applied  to  the  proposition  he 
imputes  to  me,  ar.d  were  to  declare  that  such  an 
imputation  was  a “flagitious’*  misrepresentation  of 
my  remarks. 

So  far  from  imagining  that  the  independent  trea 
sury  bill  would  restore  to  the  country  a metallic 
currency,  I believed  that  it  would  exercise  but  a 
slight  influence  in  restraining  the  excesses  of  the 
banking  system.  Other  and  much  more  efficient 
remedies  must  be  adopted  by  the  several  states  to 
restrain  these  excesses  and  thus  to  prevent  future 
suspensions.  In  my  remarks,  I stated  distinctly 
what  legislation  would,  I thought,  be  required  to 
accomplish  this  purpose.  In  the  first  place,  I ob- 
served that  the  banks  ought  to  be  compelled  to  keep 
in  their  vaults  a certain  fair  proportion  of  specie 
compared  with  their  circulation  and  deposites;  or, 
in  other  words,  a certain  proportion  of  immediate 
specie  means,  to  meet  their  immediate  responsibili- 


ties. 2d.  That  the  foundation  of  a specie  basis  for 
our  paper  currency  should  be  laid  by  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  bank  notes,  at  the  fir«t,  under  the 
denomination  of  ten,  and  afterwards  under  that  of 
twenty  dollars.  3d.  That  the  amount  of  bank  di- 
vidends should  be  limited.  4th.  And  above  all, 
that,  upon  the  occurrence  of  another  suspension, 
the  doors  of  the  banks  should  be  closed  at  once, 
and  their  affairs  placed  in  the  hands  of  commission- 
ers. A certainty  that  such  must  be  the  inevitable 
effect  of  another  suspension,  would  do  more  to  pre- 
vent it  than  any  other  cause.  To  reform  and  not 
to  destroy,  was  my  avowed  motto.  1 know  that 
the  existence  of  banks  and  the  circulation  of  bank 
paper,  are  so  identified  w'ith  the  habits  of  our  peo- 
ple that  they  cannot  be  abolished,  even  if  this  were 
desirable. 

Such  a reform  in  the  banking  system  as  I have 
ndicated,  would  benefit  every  class  of  society;  but 
above  all  others,  the  man  who  makes  his  living  by 
the  sweat  of  his  brow.  The  object  at  which  I 
aimed  by  these  reforms  was  not  a pure  metallic 
currency,  but  a currency  of  a mixed  character;  the 
paper  portion  of  it  always  convertible  into  gold  and 
silver,  and  subject  to  as  little  fluctuation  in  amount 
as  the  regular  business  of  the  country  would  admit. 
Of  all  reforms,  this  is  what  the  mechanic  and  the 
laboring  man  ought  most  to  desire.  It  would  pro- 
duce steady  prices  and  steady  employment,  and, 
under  its  influence,  the  country  would  inarch  stea- 
dily on  in  its  career  of  prosperity  without  suffering 
from  the  ruinous  expansions  and  contractions  and 
explosions  which  we  have  endured  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  What  is  most  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  mechanic  and  laboring  man?  Constant 
employment,  steady  and  fair  vvages,  with  uniform 
prices  for  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  which 
he  must  purchase,  and  payment  for  his  labor  in  a 
sound  currency. 

Let  us  in  these  particulars  compare  the  present 
condition  of  the  laboring  man  under  the  banking 
ystem  which  now  exists,  with  what  it  would  be 
under  such  reforms  as  I have  indicated.  And  first, 
in  regard  to  constant  employment.  What  is  the 
effect  of  the  present  system  of  bank  expansions 
and  contractions,  and  revulsions,  in  this  particular? 
Is  it  not  absolutely  certain,  has  not  experience  de- 
monstrated, that  under  such  a system,  constant  em- 
ployment is  rendered  impossible?  It  is  true  that, 
during  the  short  period  whilst  the  bubble  is  expand- 
ing and  the  banks  are  increasing  their  loans,  and 
their  issues,  labor  of  every  kind  finds  employment. 
Then  buildings  of  all  sorts  are  erected,  manufacto- 
ries are  established,  and  the  carpenter  and  the  ma- 
son, and  other  mechanics,  are  in  demand.  Public 
works  are  prosecuted  and  afford  employment  to  an 
immense  number  of  laborers.  The  tradesman  of 
every  description  then  finds  customers,  because  the 
amount  of  paper  in  circulation  produces  a delusive 
appearance  of  prosperity  and  promotes  a spirit  of 
extravagance.  But,  sir,  under  this  system,  the 
storm  is  sure  to  succeed  the  sunshine;  the  explo- 
sion is  certain  to  follow  the  expansion;  and  w hen  it 
comes — and  we  are  now  suffering  under  it — what 
is  then  the  condition  of  the  mechanic  and  the  la- 
boring man?  Buildings  of  every  kind  cease,  manu- 
factories are  closed;  public  works  are  suspended, 
and  the  laboring  classes  are  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment altogether.  It  is  enough  to  make  one’s  heart 
bleed  to  reflect  upon  their  sufferings,  particularly 
in  our  large  cities,  during  the  past  winter.  In 
many  instances  the  question  with  them  has  not 
been  what  amount  of  wages  they  could  earn,  but 
whether  they  could  procure  any  employment  w hich 
would  save  them  and  their  families  from  starvation. 
If  our  state  legislatures,  which  alone  possess  the 
power,  would  but  regulate  our  bloated  credit  sys- 
tem wisely  by  restraining  the  banks  within  safe 
limits,  our  country  would  then  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed with  regular  strides,  and  the  laboring  man 
would  suffer  none  of  these  evils,  because  he  would 
receive  constant  employment. 

In  the  second  place,  what  is  the  effect  of  the  pre- 
sent system  upon  the  wages  oflabor,  and  upon  the 
pi  ices  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life?  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  that  country  is  the  most  pros- 
perous where  labor  commands  the  greatest  reward; 
but  this  not  for  one  year  merely — not  for  that  short 
period  of  time  when  our  bloated  credit  system  is 
most  expanded — but  for  a succession  of  years;  for 
all  time.  Permanence  in  the  rate  of  wages  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  prosperity  of  the  laboring  man. 
He  ought  to  be  able  to  look  forw  ard  with  confidence 
to  the  future,  to  calculate  upon  being  able  to  rear 
and  educate  his  family  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow, 
and  to  make  them  respectable  and  useful  citizens. 
In  this  respect,  what  is  the  condition  of  the  labor- 
ing man  under  our  present  system?  Whilst  he  suf- 
fers more  undpr  it  than  any  other  member  of  socie- 
ty, he  derives  from  it  the  fewest  advantages.  It  is  a 
principle  of  political  economy  confirmed  by  experi- 
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ence,  that  whilst  the  paper  currency  is  expanding, 
the  price  of  every  thing  else  increases  more  rapid- 
ly than  the  wages  of  labor.  They  are  the  last  to 
rise  with  the  expansion,  and  the  first  to  fall  with 
the  contraction  of  the  currency.  The  price  of  a 
day’s  or  of  a month’s  labor  of  any  kind — the  price 
of  a hat,  of  a pair  of  boots,  of  a pound  of  leather,  of 
all  articles  of  furniture,  in  short,  of  manual  and  me- 
chanical labor  generally,  is  fixed  and  known  to  the 
whole  community.  The  purchaser  complains  when 
these  fixed  prices  are  enhanced,  and  the  mechanic 
or  laborer,  in  order  to  retain  his  customers,  cannot, 
and  does  not  raise  his  price  until  he  is  compelled  to 
do  it  by  absolute  necessity.  His  meat,  his  flour, 
liis  potatoes,  clothing  for  himself  and  his  family, 
mount  up  to  an  extravagant  price  long  before  his 
compensation  is  increased.  It  was  formerly  sup- 
posed that  the  productions  of  meat  and  flour  were 
so  vast  in  our  extended  and  highly  favored  land,  that 
a monopoly  of  them  would  be  impossible.  The 
experience  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  has  prov- 
ed the  contrary.  The  banks,  instead  of  giving  cre- 
dit in  small  sums  to  honest  men,  who  would  have 
used  the  money  wisely,  in  promoting  their  own 
welfare,  and,  as  a necessary  consequence,  that  of 
the  community,  have  loaned  it  to  monopolists,  to 
enable  them  to  raise  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  to  the  consumer.  Have  we  not  all  learned'  that 
a million  of  dollars  has  been  advanced  by  them  to 
an  individual,  lor  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
monopolize  the  sale  of  all  the  beef  consumed  in 
our  eastern  cities?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  this 
effort  proved  successful  during  the  last  year  in  rais- 
ing the  price  of  this  necessary  of  life  to  twelve  and 
sixteen  cents,  and  even  higher,  per  pound.  Now, 
sir,  although  the  wages  of  the  laboring  man  were 
then  nominally  high,  what  u;as  his  condition?  He 
could  not  afford  to  go  into  the  market  and  purchase 
beef  for  his  family.  If  his  wages  increased  with 
the  increasing  expansion  of  our  credit  system,  ag- 
gravated in  its  effects  by  the  immense  sales  of 
state  bonds  in  Europe,  still  the  prices  of  all  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  rose  in  a greater  proportion,  and 
he  was  not  benefitted.  I might  mention,  also,  the 
vast  monopoly  of  pork  produced  by  a combination 
of  individuals  extending  from  Boston  to  Cincinnati, 
which,  by  means  of  bank  facilities,  succeeded  in 
raising  the  prices  of  that  necessary  of  life  to  an 
enormous  pitch.  What  then  did  the  laborer  gain, 
even  at  the  time  of  the  greatest  expansion?  No- 
thing— literally  nothing.  The  laborers  were  a suf- 
fering class,  even  in  the  midst  of  all  this  delusive 
prosperity.  Instead  of  being  able  to  lay  by  any 
thing  for  the  present  day  of  adversity,  which  was  a 
necessary  consequence  of  the  system,  the  laborer 
was  even  then  scarcely  able  to  maintain  himself 
and  his  family.  His  condition  has  been  terrible 
during  the  past  winter.  In  view  of  these  facts,  I 
said: 

“AH  other  circumstances  being  equal,  I agree 
with  the  senator  from  Kentucky  "that  that  country 
is  most  prosperous  where  labor  commands  the  high- 
est wages.  I do  not,  however,  mean  by  the  terms 
‘highest  wages,’  the  greatest  nominal  amount.  Dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  war,  one  day’s  work  com- 
manded a hundred  dollars  of  continental  paper;  but 
this  would  scarcely  have  purchased  a breakfast. 
The  more  proper  expression  would  be,  to  say  that 
that  country  is  most  prosperous  where  labor  com- 
mands the  greatest  reward;  where  one  day’s  labor 
will  procure,  not  the  greatest  nominal  amount  of  a 
depreciated  currency,  but  most  of  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life.  If,  therefore,  you  should,  in 
some  degree,  reduce  the  nominal  price  paid  lor  la- 
bor, by  reducing  the  amount  of  your  bank  issues 
within  reasonabfe  and  safe  limits,  and  establishing 
a metallic  basis  for  your  paper  circulation,  would 
this  injure  the  laborer?  Certainly  not;  because  the 
price  of  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  are 
reduced  in  the  same  proportion,  and  he  will  be  able 
to  purchase  more  of  them  for  one  dollar  in  a sound 
state  of  the  currency,  than  he  could  have  done,  in 
the  days  of  extravagant  expansion,  for  a dollar  and 
a quarter.  So  far  from  injuring,  it  will  greatly' 
benefit  the  laboring  man.  It  will  insure  to  him 
constant  employment  and  regular  prices,  paid  in  a 
sound  currency,  which,  of  all  things,  he  ought  most 
to  desire;  and  it  will  save  him  from  involved  in  ruin 
by  a recurrence  of  those  periodical  expansions  and 
contractions  of  the  currency,  which  have  hitherto 
convulsed  the  country.” 

Now,  sir,  is  not  my  meaning  clearly  expressed 
in  this  paragraph?  I contended  that  it  would  not  in- 
jure, but  greatly  benefit  the  laboring  man,  to  prevent 
the  violent  and  ruinous  expansions  and  contractions 
to  which  our  currency  was  incident;  and  by  judi- 
cious bank  reform  to  place  it  on  a settled  basis.  If 
this  were  done,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
That,  if  the  laboring  man  could  not  receive  as  great 
a nominal  amount  for  his  labor,  as  he  did  “in  the 
days  of  extravagant  expansion,”  which  must  al- 


ways, under  our  present  system,  be  of  short  dura- 
tion, he  W'ould  be  indemnified,  and  far  more  than 
indemnified,  by  the  constant  employment,  the  regu- 
lar wages,  and  the  uniform  and  more  moderate  pri- 
ces of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which  a 
more  stable  currency  would  produce.  Can  this 
proposition  be  controverted.  I think  not.  It  is  too 
plain  for  argument.  Mark  me,  sir,  I desire  to  pro- 
duce this  happy  result,  not  by  establishing  a pure 
metallic  currency;  but  “by  reducing  the  amount  of 
your  bank  issues  within  reasonable  and  safe  limits, 
and  establishing  a metallic  basis  for  your  paper  cir- 
culation.” The  idea  plainly  expressed  is,  that  it  is 
better,  much  better,  for  the  laboring  man,  as  well 
as  for  every'  other  class  of  society,  except  the  spe- 
culator, that  the  business  of  the  country  should  be 
placed  upon  that  fixed  and  permanent  foundation 
which  would  be  laid  by  establishing  such  a bank  re- 
form as  would  render  it  certain  that  bank  notes 
should  be  always  convertible  into  gold  and  silver. 

And  yet  this  plain  and  simple  exposition  of  my 
views  has  been  seized  upon  by  those  who  desire  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  their  perversion;  and 
it  has  been  represented  far  and  wide,  that  it  was 
my  desire  to  reduce  w'ages  down  to  the  prices  re- 
ceived by  the  miserable  serfs,  and  laborers  of  Eu- 
ropean despotisms.  I shall  mo3t  cheerfully  leave 
the  public  to  decide  between  me  and  my  traducers. 

The  senator  from  Massachusetts,  after  having  at- 
tributed to  me  the  intention  of  reducing  the  wages 
of  labor  to  the  hard  money  standard,  through  the 
■agency  of  the  independent  treasury  bill,  has  added, 
as  an  apendix  to  his  speech,  a statement  made  by 
the  senator  from  Maryland;  [Mr.  Merrick ],  of  the 
prices  of  labor  in  these  hard  money  despotisms;  and 
it  is  thus  left  to  be  inferred  that  I am  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  honest  and  independent  laborer  of  this 
glorious  and  free  country  to  the  same  degraded  con- 
dition. The  senator  ought  to  know  that  there  is 
too  much  intelligence  among  the  laboring  classes  in 
this  highly  favored  land  to  be  led  astray  by  such 
representations. 

3.  Payment  of  wages  in  a sound  currency.  Un- 
der the  present  unrestricted  banking  system  this  is 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  Nothing  can  ever 
produce  this  effect  except  the  absolute  prohibition 
of  the  issue  and  circulation  of  small  notes.  As 
long  as  bank  notes  exist  of  denominations  so  low 
as  to  render  it  possible  to  make  them  the  medium 
of  payment  for  a day’s  or  a week’s  labor,  so  long 
will  the  laboring  man  be  compelled  to  accept  the 
very  worst  of  these  notes  for  his  wages.  Unless  it 
may  be  at  periods  of  the  highest  expansion,  when 
labor  is  in  the  very  greatest  demand,  notes  of  doubt- 
ful credit  will  always  be  forced  upon  him.  This 
was  emphatically  the  case  after  the  explosion  of  the 
banks  in  1837.  He  could  then  procure  nothing  for 
his  work  but  the  miserable  shinplaster  currency 
with  which  the  country  was  inundated.  This  he 
would  not  lay  by  forarainy  day, because  he  did  not 
know  at  what  moment  it  might  become  altogether 
worthless  on  his  hands.  The  effect  of  it  was  to 
destroy  all  habits  of  economy.  Besides,  as  a class, 
laborers  suffer  more  from  counterfeit  and  broken 
bank  notes  than  any  other  class  of  society.  In  or- 
der to  afford  the  laborer  the  necessary  protection 
against  these  evils,  he  ought  always  to  be  paid,  and 
would,  from  necessity,  always  be  paid,  in  gold  and 
silver,  if  the  issue  and  circulation  of  small  notes 
were  entirely  prohibited. 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  without  the  im- 
position of  wholesome  restrictions  upon  the  banks, 
the  laboring  mar,  can  never  expect  to  receive  either 
constant  employment,  or  steady  and  fair  W’ages,  paid 
in  a sound  currency,  or  to  pay  uniform  prices  for 
the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which  he  is 
obliged  to  purchase.  Under  our  present  system 
every  thing  is  in  a state  of  constant  fluctuation  and 
change.  Prices  are  high  to-day,  low  to-morrow. 
Labor  is  in  demand  to-day,  there  is  no  employment 
to-morrow.  There  is  no  stability,  no  uniformity, 
under  our  present  system.  Of  all  men,  laborers 
are  (he  most  interested  in  such  a wise  regulation 
of  the  banking  system,  by  the  states,  as  would  pre- 
vent the  violent  expansions  and  contractions  in  the 
currency,  and  the  consequent  suspensions  of  specie 
payments  under  which  we  have  been  suffering. 

Why,  sir,  under  our  present  system,  we  endure 
the  evils  both  of  an  exclusive  hard  money  currency 
and  a bloated  paper  systpin,  without  experiencing 
the  benefits  of  either.  The  one  is  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  the  other.  At  the  present  moment 
we  have  reached  a point  of  depression  in  the  cur- 
rency which  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoun ] considers  as  low,  or  lower,  than  tin?  hard 
money  standard.  Here  we  are,  without  credit, 
because  no  man,  for  the  prosecution  of  his  neces- 
sary business,  can  procure  a loan  from  the  banks. 
They  are  now  in  that  state  of  exhaustion  which  is 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  their  former  highly  J 
excited  action.  The  case  which  senators  suppos- , 


ed  might  exist,  should  we  suddenly  adopt  a hard 
money  currency,  exists  already.  It  is  now  fact, 
and  not  fancy.  The  man  who  purchased  a proper- 
ty but  one  year  ago,  in  the  days  of  the  highest  ex- 
pansion, for  two  thousand  dollars,  and  paid  half  the 
purchase  money  upon  it,  could,  at  this  moment  of 
depression,  scarcely  sell  it  for  the  remaining  one 
thousand  dollars.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
of  our  present  ever  changing  system;  but  such 
things  must  recur  and  recur  again  forever,  unless 
some  efficient  remedy  shall  be  applied. 

But  the  senator  from  Massuchusetts  has  appealed 
to  the  ballot  box  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  as  the 
means  of  freeing  the  country  from  the  calamities 
which  he  says  I have  admitted  would  flow  from  the 
passage  of  the  independent  treasury  bill.  I unite 
with  him  most  freely  in  his  appeal.  His  fear  of 
the  result  in  his  own  state  is  probably  the  best  ex- 
cuse which  he  could  make  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  treated  my  speech.  The  morning  is  not  merely 
dawning  upon  oid  Massachusetts;  but  a beautiful  and 
brilliant  Aurora  is  now  shedding  her  light  upon  it, 
and  giving  promise  of  a bright  and  glorious  day. 
We  have  at  least  an  equal  chance  with  the  friends 
of  the  senator,  of  carrying  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Webster.  As  good  a chance  as  we  have  of 
carrying  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.  B.  said,  before  I take  my  seat  I shall  an- 
swer this  question;  but  at  present  I am  speaking 
of  the  senator’s  state.  I will  not  venture  absolute- 
ly to  predict  success  to  the  cause  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  Massachusetts  at  the  next  election, 
although  my  hopes  are  high.  Year  after  year  the 
cause  of  correct  principles  has  been  gradually  ad- 
vancing in  that  ancient  and  renowned  common- 
wealth; and  such  a revolution  in  public  opinion 
never  goes  backward. 

The  senator  appeals  to  the  polls,  and  expects 
that  the  laboring  men  of  the  country  will  come  to 
the  rescue.  In  this  I venture  to  predict  he  will  be 
entirely  mistaken.  He  will  find  it  to  be  a Her- 
culean task  to  persuade  the  laboring  man  that  the 
party  with  which  he  is  identified  is  friendly  to  him 
and  to  his  interests.  What  have  we  heretofore 
witnessed  in  the  senate?  When  the  pre-emption 
bill  was  before  this  body,  the  senator  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Merrick ) attempted  to  deprive  the  poor 
man  who  had  fled  from  the  oppression  of  Europe 
to  seek  a home  in  the  far  west  from  enjoying  its 
benefits  unless  he  were  a naturalized  citizen.  His 
proposed  amendment  was  sustained  by  distinguish- 
ed whig  members  in  debate;  but  was  voted  down 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration.  Again,  sir, 
what  party  is  it  which,  with  some  honorable  and 
distinguished  exceptions,  has  always  opposed  these 
pre-emption  laws?  Is  not  the  poor  man  who  goes 
into  the  wilderness,  settles  upon  the  public  lands, 
erects  himself  a cabin,  and  expects  to  maintain 
and  rear  his  family  by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  enti- 
tled to  our  protection?  To  permit  him  to  purchase 
his  quarter  section  of  land  on  which  he  has  settled, 
at  the  minimum  price,  in  preference  to  all  others, 
is  but  sheer  justice  to  him,  and  experience  has 
proved  that  it  diminishes  the  receipts  of  the  govern- 
ment but  two  or  three  cents  per  acre.  Which  is 
the  party  that  has  ever  opposed  this  equitable  and 
just  principle;  and,  by  the  course  wtiich  it  has 
pursued,  would  afford  the  speculator  an  opportunity 
of  enriching  himself,  by  purchasing  the  house  and 
the  home  of  this  poor  settler  over  his  head,  and 
thus  depriving  him  of  the  fruits  of  his  honest 
labor?  No,  sir,  no;  the  laboring  men  of  the  coun- 
try know  too  well  which  party  is  their  true  friends 
to  be  persuaded  to  enlist  under  the  whig  banner  by 
the  senator  from  Massachusetts. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is  the  most  sacred  political 
right  which  the  citizens  of  a free  government  can 
enjoy.  Like  the  right  of  conscience,  it  ought  ever 
to  be  regarded  as  a question  between  the  individual 
man  and  his  maker,  with  which  no  human  power 
ought  to  interfere,  unless  by  convincing  the  reason. 
This  is  the  very  foundation  upon  which  our  repub- 
lican institutions  rest.  All  men  are  regarded  as 
equal  in  the  sight  of  the  law;  and  they  ought  all, 
therefore,  to  be  equally  free  when  they  approach 
the  ballot  box.  I ask,  has  this  principle  been  re- 
spected in  regard  to  the  laboring  man  in  our  ex- 
tensive manufactories?  Have  they  never  been 
told  that  unless  they  voted  according  to  the  dicta- 
tion of  their  employers,  they  should  be  immediate- 
ly discharged?  Have  they  never  even  been  ac- 
companied to  the  polls  by  their  employer  or  his 
agent,  to  see  that  the  tyrannical  mandate  should  be 
carried  into  execution?  The  man  who  would  act 
in  such  a manner,  and  thus  abuse  the  little  brief 
authority  which  his  station  has  given  .him  over  his 
fellow  men,  is  at  heart  a despot  and  a tyrant. 
These  things  I have  never  witnessed  myself,  but 
have  often  heard. 

| I now  come  to  answer  the  question  propounded 

, to  me  by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr 
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Webster)  in  regard  to  the  political  prospects  irx 
Pennsylvania;  and  permit  me  here  to  say,  that 
although  I do  not  complain,  1 should  not  have  been 
the  first  to  introduce  such  topics  upon  this  floor. 
Unlike  some  ol  my  friends  in  the  opposition,  I have 
made  no  predictions  here  which  the  result  has  not 
verified.  I am,  therefore,  entitled  to  some  little 
character  as  a prophet,  which,  small  as  it  may  be, 
1 should  be  sorry  to  lose.  The  smoke  which  was 
raised  by  the  late  whig  national  convention  has  had 
time  to  vanish  away;  and  we  can  now  see  objects 
in  their  true  colors  and  just  proportions.  I have 
endeavored  to  view  the  party  struggle  in  my  own 
state  in  the  light  of  truth,  so  as  not  to  deceive  my- 
self or  others;  and  I have  had  the  best  opportuni- 
ties of  acquiring  correct  information.  I now  de- 
clare that  I firmly  believe  the  Keystone  state  will 
remain  true  to  her  ancient  political  faith;  and  from 
present  appearances,  no  future  event  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  she  will  sustain  the  present  chief 
magistrate  and  his  principles,  by  a triumphant 
majority. 

There  is  one  circumstance  which,  in  my  opinion, 
renders  the  result  absolutely  certian.  It  was  our 
misfortune  to  have  been  under  whig  rule  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  during  the  administration  of 
governor  Ritner.  In  what  manner  did  that  admi- 
nistration treat  the  laboring  men  employed  upon 
the  public  works?  No  laboring  man  was  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  employment  of  the  state,  unless  he 
would  pledge  himself  to  support  the  re-election  of 
governor  Ritner.  He  was  deprived  of  the  means 
of  earning  hi3  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow, 
unless  he  would  abandon  his  right  to  feel  and  to 
think  and  to  act,  as  a free  and  independent  citizen 
of  the  commonwealth.  In  many  instances,  the 
superintendents  on  our  rail  roads  and  canals  march- 
ed up  to  the  polls  at  the  head  of  numerous  bands 
of  the  laborers,  to  enforce  a compliance  with  the 
pledges  which  had  thus  been  extorted  from  them, 
and  to  see  that  they  voted  for  governor  Ritner. 
The  election  came,  and  governor  Ritner  was  de- 
feated at  the  polls  by  a handsome  majority.  Imme- 
diately afterwards,  it  was  announced  from  high  offi- 
cial authority  that  this  election  should  be  treated  as 
if  it  had  never  taken  place.  The  attempt  to  carry 
this  mandate  into  execution  produced  what  has 
been  most  unjustly  called  the  Harrisburg  mob.  A 
revolution  was  threatened,  but  the  leaders  fled  from 
the  fearful  responsibility  which  they  had  assumed, 
at  the  first  moment  of  fancied  danger;  and  what 
had  begun  in  tragedy,  thus  ended  in  broad  farce. 

Now,  sir,  I shall  not  say  one  word  to  the  preju- 
dice of  general  Harrison.  It  is  his  misfortune  in 
Pennsylvania  to  be  identified  with  the  leaders  of 
the  party  which  I have  just  described.  They  are 
his  chief  and  most  prominent  supporters,  and  were 
the  most  active  and  influential  in  procuring  his  no- 
mination; and  they  are  sufficiently  heavy  to  drag 
down  any  candidate  for  the  presidency  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  whom  they  are  politically  bound.  This 
very  fact  will  lose  general  Harrison  thousands  of 
independent  whig  votes  in  Pennsylvania.  I trust 
I have  now  sufficiently  answered  the  inquiry  of  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts. 


REPLY  OF  Mr.  DAVIS  TO  Mr.  BUCHANAN. 

On  the  3d  day  of  March  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pen- 
sylvania,  entered  into  an  argument,  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  to  prove  that  his  views  and  opi- 
nions were  misrepresented  in  a speech  of  Mr.  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  delivered  on  the  23d  of  January 
last  in  reply  to  Mr.  B.  on  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

The  following  is  the  reply  of  Mr.  Davis  to  the 
charge  of  misrepresentation: 

Mr.  President:  The  morning  following  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  upon  my  printed  speech  in  reply  to  a 
speech  of  his,  I asked  permisssion  of  the  senate  to 
restate  my  observations  in  reply,  as  I had  reason  to 
believe  some  of  them  had  been  misapprehended, 
and  to  add  some  further  remarks,  as  I had  then  had 
an  opportunity  to  run  over  the  speeches,  and  should 
endeavor  thus  to  place  the  whole  matter  on  a foot- 
ing that  could  not  be  misapprehended. 

The  senate  being  then  anxious  to  proceed  in  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  day,  signified  its  wish 
that  I should  embrace  another  opportunity,  and'I  now 
seize  the  earliest  moment  which  has  presented  itsell 
to  discharge  that  duty.  This,  I am-  aware,  is  a sub- 
ject that  ought  not  to  occupy  time  in  this  place,  and 
my  apology  is  that  I did  not  introduce  it,  and  claim 
only  the  right  of  vindicating  myself  against  the  ex- 
traordinary statements  of  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  6rder  to  a full  understanding  of  the  relation 
which  events  connected  wilh  this  subject  have  with 
each  other,  I shall  recall  to  mind  the  occurrences  as 
they  happened. 

A few  days  before  I replied  to  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  I made  some  remarks  upon  several 


topics  of  interest  which  seemed  to  connect  them- I 
selves  with  the  discussion,  and  the  senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi (Mr.  Walker ) and  the  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania replied.  I then  rejoined  that  I understood, 
from  what  had  been  said,  that  opinions  had  been 
advanced  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  country 
to  reduce  the  value  of  property  and  wages,  and  that 
I might,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  make  known 
my  views  upon  the  subject,  if  a suitable  opportuni- 
ty occurred.  To  this  no  response  was  made.  Soon 
after  the  senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walker) 
delivered  his  speech.  The  senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia followed  him,  and  was  followed  by  the  other  se- 
nator from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Henderson ),  who  spoke 
at  large  in  reply  to  him  upon  the  topic  of  wages. 
The  senator  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Smith)  next  took  the 
floor,  and  spoke  also  briefly  to  the  same  point.  Mr. 
Merrick,  of  Maryland,  succeeded  him,  and  went 
much  into  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  wages,  in 
reply  to  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  as  I under- 
stood him,  reading  the  tables  of  wages,  to  illustrate 
what  the  laborer  received  where  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion was  least.  The  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Crittenden),  some  days  after,  while  another  topic 
was  under  discussion,  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania  on  the  same  topic.  To 
none  of  these  speeches,  or  the  comments  of  the  de- 
baters, did  I hear  any  objection  or  reply,  though  I 
thought  they  understood  the  speech  to  which  they 
made  answer  much  as  I did. 

When  the  senator  from  Maryland  closed  his  re- 
marks, the  day  was  far  spent,  but  the  senate  having 
manifested  a determination  to  take  the  final  ques- 
tion, by  refusing  to  adjourn,  late  as  it  was,  1 rose 
and  assured  the  senate  that,  while  I felt  it  to  be  a 
duty  I could  not  omit  to  reply  to  some  of  the  argu- 
ments in  which  doctrines  were  advanced  relating  to 
great  and  momentous  interests  among  those  I ie- 
presented,  yet  I should  limit  myself  to  a reply,  and 
a reply  only.  I think  it  was  well  understood  to  what 
my  attention  was  chiefly  directed,  and  I thus  gave 
distinct  notice  to  all  who  felt  any  interest  in  what  I 
might  say,  of  my  specific  object. 

I then  proceeded,  in  the  presence  of  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  sits'  near  where  I stood,  and 
commented  upon  his  arguments  a large  portion  ot  the 
time  I was  speaking.  He  best  knows  whether  he  was 
in  his  seat  all  the  time,  but  I saw  him  there  much  of 
it,  and  have  reason  to  believe  he  was  there,  or  near 
there,  the  whole  of  it. 

He  did  not  interrupt  me  in  the  progress  of  my  re- 
marks to  correct  any  statement  of  his  arguments, 
nor  did  he  suggest  that  I misairprehended  them  or 
his  sentiments,  nor  did  he  make  any  reply,  though 
he  had  ample  opportunity  to  do  it  when  I took  my 
seat.  My  remarks  were  upon  his  speech  as  deliver- 
ed here,  and  as  I comprehended  it  from  that  deli- 
very. I spoke  of  his  arguments  as  I undrstood 
them,  being  aided  by  some  rough  minutes  noted 
down  as  he  was  speaking.  This  occurred  on  the 
23d  of  January,  and,  in  about  a fortnight,  my  speech 
was  published,  having  been  thus  delayed  by  the 
sickness  of  the  reporter.  His  appeared  a little  ear- 
lier. The  speech  I delivered  is  the  same  in  every 
essential  and  material  particular  as  that  in  print. 
The  words  cannot,  I know,  be  entirely  the  same,  but 
all  else  is.  The  arguments  throughout  are  identi- 
cal; and,  Mr.  President,  as  you  were  an  attentive 
listener,  as  well  as  many  others  sitting  here  now,  I 
appeal  to  you  and  them  if  any  variation  has  been 
detected,  to  make  it  known.  The  member  from 
Pennsylvania  has  not  ventured  to  suggest  any. 
These  are  facts  about  which  there  cannot  and  will 
not  be  any  controversy. 

And  here  I repeat  that  I spoke  of  the  speech  de- 
livered in  this  place  as  it  fell  from  his  lips,  and  could 
speak  of  nothing  else,  for  it  had  not  been  published. 

I spoke  of  it  as  I understood  it  in  the  delivery,  ga- 
thering his  sentiments  and  reasoning  from  him  as  he 
proceeded.  My  comprehension  of  his  views  was 
the  only  guide  I could  have.  In  my  reply  I spoke 
of  it  in  his  presence,  in  yours,  and  in  that  of  the 
senate  and  the  public — making  every  statement, 
every  argument,  as  clear  and  distinct  as  I was  able 
to  do.  No  objection  was  made  to  any  thing  I said. 
What  more  could  I do?  What  more  can  any  one  do? 
What  other  assurance  could  I have  of  my  correct- 
ness, or  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania  in  it?  None  whatever,  unless  the 
manuscript  report  had  been  submitted  to  his  revi- 
sion and  correction.  I could  have  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  possible  forme,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  mistake  or  misapprehend  him.  I had, 
on  the  contrary,  as  strong  reason  for  believing,  as  we 
ever  have  in  debate,  that  I was  right;  for  it  is  the 
custom  in  this  body  to  correct  debaters  on  the  spot 
by  explanations — a rule  belonging  to  all  delibera- 
tive bodies,  and  to  the  justice  of  which  no  one  yields 
a more  cheerful  obedience  than  I do,  for  I am  willing 
that  members  should  expound  their  own  views. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  speech  went  to  the 


public,  and  I shall  leave  that  public  to  determine 
with  what  justice  a charge  of  misrepresentation  can 
be  sustained,  or  if  there  can  be  the  slightest  ground 
for  complaint. 

Yet,  sir,  six  weeks  after  all  this,  his  speech  and 
mine  having,  in  the  mean  time,  been  widely  circu- 
lated and  read,  the  senator  came  into  the  senate,  and, 
without  the  slightest  previous  intimation,  direct,  or 
indirect,  to  me,  of  his  purpose  or  dissatisfaction, 
rose  and  declared  here  his  astonishment  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  represented  in  my  reply;  and 
this  he  did  in  terms  harsh  and  discourteous.  I 
thought  he  might  have  pursued  a course  much  more 
suitable  to  correct  a misunderstanding,  if  there  was 
one,  and  that  was  his  only  view.  The  lapse  of  time 
and  the  circumstances  give  to  this  movement  an  ex- 
traordinary character,  and  mark  a deficiency  in  that 
decorum  which  signalizes  the  intercourse  of  the 
members  of  the  senate.  I see  nothing  in  my  course 
in  the  slightest  degree  disrespectful  to  the  member — 
nothing  bordering  upon  injustice,  or  from  which  it 
is  possible  to  infer  the  existence  of  a motive  to 
wrong  him;  and  there  was  none.  But,  sir,  he  has 
chosen  his  time  and  place.  He  came  here,  and  not 
to  me,  for  redress,  and  here  he  has  made  his  appeal. 
If  it  could  be  his  purpose  to  come  upon  me  by  sur- 
prise, he  succeeded;  for  no  one  could  have  less  anti- 
cipated any  complaint  or  cause  of  complaint.  If  it 
could  be  his  purpose  to  conceal  his  giiefs,  and  make 
his  attack  so  suddenly  that  I might  be  found  with 
the  subject  dismissed  from  my  mind,  w’ith  neither 
his  nor  my  speech  by  me,  nor  any  thing  to  refresh 
my  memory,  or  to  enable  me  to  compare  facts,  he 
accomplished  his  purpose,  and  had  the  full  benefit 
of  it;  lor  1 was  indebted  to  the  voluntary  kindness 
of  a friend  for  the  copy  of  his  speech,  handed  to  me 
at  the  moment,  from  which  I read  some  of  his  re- 
marks. Such  is  the  course  chosen  by  the  member. 
Here  he  has  made  his  appeal,  and  here  and  in  the 
country  let  the  question  as  to  his  motives  be  judged 
of,  and  whether  I can  be  justly  chargeable  with  the 
slightest  injustice  towards  him. 

After  many  comments,  when  called  upon  so  to 
do,  the  senator  pointed  out  two  paragraphs  in  my 
speech  to  which  he  took  exception.  His  remarks 
were  so  diffuse  upon  wages,  labor  and  other  topics, 
that  I was  not  able  to  ascertain  with  satisfactory  pre- 
cision of  what  he  did  complain,  nor  am  I able  now 
to  comprehend  it  so  distinctly  as  I could  wish. 

I will  ask  him  if  he  has  any  objections  to  that 
part  of  my  reply  relative  to  the  causes  of  distress  in 
the  country?  We  seemed  to  be  agreed  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  derangement  of  the  currency;  but  in  the 
cause  of  this  derangement,  we  differed.  If  he  has 
any,  I wish  him  to  state  it  now,  as  I can  reply  more 
understanding^  if  better  informed. 

[The  senator  declined  answering.] 

I commented  upon  the  remarks  of  the  senator 
upon  banking  in  the  United  States — upon  excessive 
issues  of  paper — upon  the  amount  of  circulating 
medium — upon  credits— upon  speculation — upon  ex- 
cessive imports,  and  upon  the  increased  cost  of  pro- 
duction and  the  rate  of  wages,  said  to  be  produced 
by  banking.  I understood  the  senator  to  dwell  upon 
all  these  matters  in  his  speech — to  speak  of  them 
as  evils  calling  for  correction.  If  there  be  any 
thing  objectionable  in  my  remarks,  I should  be  bet- 
ter pleased  to  have  it  distinctly  pointed  now.  In 
the  course  of  his  observations  the  other  day  in  sup- 
port of  his  complaint,  he  used  this  expression:  “All 
I can  say  is  that  I used  no  such  arguments.”  I re- 
gret that  he  declines  specifying  his  objections,  be- 
cause I was  then,  and  am  now,  at  a loss  to  under- 
stand what  precise  arguments  he  alluded  to  in  that 
declaration. 

I understood  him  to  speak  particulaily  and  strong- 
ly of  the  manufacturing  interest,  ascribing  its  em- 
barrassment to  the  cost  of  production,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  high  wages;  for  labor  creates  production 
and  the  cost  of  production  depends  upon  that  of  la- 
bor. Every  laborer  knows  that,  as  a general  prin- 
ciple, the  cost  of  production  cannot  be  diminished, 
except  by  lowering  wages,  and  that  wages  and  pro- 
ductions go  up  and  down  together.  I understood 
him  to  impute  our  want  of  success  to  the  great  cost 
of  production,  and  to  argue  that  we  should  succeed 
in  obtaining  possession  of  our  own  markets,  and  be 
successful  competitors  for  the  markets  of  the  world, 
if  the  currency  could  be  so  reduced  as  to  bring  down 
the  cost  of  production  to  the  standard  of  prices 
throughout  the  woild.  I understood  him  that  this 
was  the  corrective  and  the  remedy  for  the  manufac- 
tures at  least.  1 thought  this  a near  approach  to 
hard  money  alone;  and  how  far  it  is  consistent  with 
his  declarations  of  friendship  to  a mixed  cuirency, 
others  can  judge  as  well  as  I can. 

As  the  senator  has  declined  to  specif}',  and  as  I 
am  left  to  proceed  by  such  lights  as  I have,  I shall 
now  read  sojne  parts  of  the  printed  speech  of  the 
senator,  and  leave  others  to  judge  how  far  they  Sus- 
tain the  view  I took  of  his  arguments. 
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[Here  Mr.  D.  read  several  passages  from  the 
speech,  showing  the  general  current  of  argument 
upon  banks,  banking,  and  excessive  issues  of  paper; 
also,  relating  to  credits,  speculation,  &c.  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat.] 

Sir,  [ cannot  detain  the  senate  by  reading  further, 
and  I have  drawn  attention  to  these  paragraphs  to 
show,  what  I am  sure  the  member  will  not  question, 
that  he  treated  of  banking  as  it  exists  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  highly  objectionable,  and  bringing  upon 
the  public  evils  which  demanded  a remedy. 

I pass  to  another  part  of  the  printed  speech,  which 
I deem  more  material,  as  it  relates  to  those  matters 
which  induced  me  chiefly  to  reply  to  him.  The  se- 
nator said: 

“Sir,  I solemnly  believe  that  if  we-could  but  re- 
duce this  inflated  paper  bubble  to  any  thing  like 
reasonable  dimensions,  New  England  would  become 
the  most  prosperous  manufacturing  country  that  the 
sun  ever  shone  upon.  Why  cannot  we  manufac- 
ture goods,  and  especially  cotton  goods,  which  will 
go  into  successful  competition  with  British  manu- 
factures in  foreign  markets?  Have  we  not  the  ne- 
cessary capital?  Have  we  not  the  industry?  Have 
we  not  the  machinery?  And,  above  all,  are  not  our 
skill,  energy  and  enterprise,  proverbal  throughout 
the  world?  Land  is  also  cheaper  here  than  in  any 
other  country  on  the  lace  of  the  earlh.  We  possess 
every  advantage  which  Providence  can  bestow  upon 
us  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton;  but  they  are  all 
counteracted  by  the  folly  of  man.  The  raw  mate- 
rial costs  us  less  than  it  does  the  English,  because 
this  is  an  article  the  price  of  which  depends  upon 
foriegn  markets,  and  is  not  regulated  by  our  own 
inflated  currency.  We,  therefore,  save  the  freight 
of  the  cotton  across  the  Atlantic,  and  that  of  the 
manufactured  article  on  its  return  here.  What  is 
the  reason  that,  with  all  these  advantages,  and  with 
the  protective  duties,  which  our  laws  afford  to  the 
domestic  manufacturer  of  cotton,  we  cannot  obtain 
exclusive  possession  of  the  home  market,  and  suc- 
cessfully contend  for  the  markets  of  the  world?  It 
is  simply  because  we  manufacture  at  the  nominal 
prices  of  our  own  inflated  currency,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  sell  at  the  real  prices  or  other  nations. 
Reduce  our  nominal  to  the  real  standard  of  prices 
throughout  the  world,  and  you  cover  our  country 
with  blessings,  and  benefits.  I wish  to  heaven  I 
could  speak  in  a voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
throughout  New  England;  because,  if  the  attention 
of  the  manufacturers  could  once  be  directed  to  the 
subject,  their  own  intelligence  and  native  sagacity 
would  teach  them  how  injuriously  they  are  affected 
by  our  bloated  banking  and  credit  system,  and  would 
enable  them  to  apply  the  proper  corrective. 

“What  is  the  reason  that  our  manufactures  have 
been  able  to  sustain  any  sort  of  competition,  even 
in  the  home  market,  with  those  of  British  origin? 
It  is  because  England  herself  is,  to  a great  extent, 
a paper  money  country',  though,  in  this  respect,  not 
to  be  compared  w'ilhourown.  From  this  very  cause, 
prices  in  England  are  much  higher  than  they  are 
upon  the  continent.  The  expense  of  living  is  there 
double  what  it  costs  in  France.  Hence,  all  the 
English  who  desire  to  nurse  their  fortunes  by  liv- 
ing cheaply,  emigrate  from  their  own  country  to 
France,  or  some  other  portion  of  the  continent. 
The  comparative  low’  prices  of  France  and  Germa- 
ny have  afforded  such  a stimulus  to  their  manufac- 
tures that  they  are  now  rapidly  extending  them- 
selves, and  would  obtain  possession,  in  no  small  de- 
gree even  of  the  English  home  market,  if  it  were 
not  for  their  protecting  duties.  Whilst  British  ma- 
nufactures are  now  languishing,  those  of  the  conti- 
nent are  springing  into  a healthy  and  vigorous  exist- 
ence. It  was  but  the  other  day  that  I saw  an  extract 
from  an  English  paper,  which  stated  that  whilst  the 
cultery  manufactured  in  Germany  was  equal  in  qua- 
lity with  the  British,  it  was  so  reduced  in  price  that 
the  latter  would  have  to  abandon  the  manufacture 
altogether.” 

Wh'at  do  we  gather  from  this?  What  is  the  obsta- 
cle to  the  success  of  the  manufacturer,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  senator?  What  prevents  him  from  obtain- 
ing exclusive  possession  of  our  market,  and  sharing 
those  of  the  world  in  the  sale  of  his  productions? — 
It  is  the  inflated  paper  bubble;  it  is  “because  w’e 
manufacture  at  the  nominal  prices  of  our  own  in- 
flated currency,  and  are  compelled  to  sell  at  the 
real  prices  of  other  nations.”  Such  in  his  view,  is 
the  cause  of  our  embarrassments  and  failure  in  suc- 
cess. Now,  sir,  what  is  the  remedy  proposed  by 
the  senator?  “Reduce,  (says  he)  our  nominal  to 
the  real  standard  of  prices  throughout  the  world, 
and  you  cover  your  country  with  blessings  and  be- 
nefits.” We  are  to  take  exclusive  possession  of 
our  own  market,  and  enter  those  of  the  w’orld  suc- 
cessfully— and  by  what  process?  By  reducing  the 
cost  of  our  goods  “to  the  standard  of  prices  through- 
out the  world;  by  bringing  wagcsdown  as  lowas  those 
who  manufacture  cheapest;  for  by  no  other  process 


can  we  enter  the  markets  of  the  world  in  successful 
competition.  The  senator  shows  us  that  England 
is  carrying  on  an  unsuccessful  competition,  in  the 
manufacture  of  cutlery,  with  Germany,  because  of 
the  paper  money  of  England.  Germany,  he  alleges, 
is  a hard  money  country,  and  the  cost  of  production 
or  wages  is  lower,  and  she  therefore  manufactures 
cheaper.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  standard  of  prices 
throughout  the  world?  It  must  be  a standard  which 
will  enable  us  to  sell  as  low  as  others- — to  produce 
as  low  as  the  nation  that  produces  lowest,  or  we 
cannot  get  the  exclusive  possession  of  our  own  mar- 
ket, and  enter  the  markets  of  the  world  in  success- 
ful competition.  We  must  go  down  to  the  wages 
of  France,  Germany  and  other  countries  that  pro- 
duce lower  than  our  laborers,  or  those  of  England. 
Il  l can  understand  language,  the  paper  bubble  is  to 
be  reduced  till  this  result  is  reached.  The  senator 
says  he  is  for  a mixed  currency,  but  goes  for  the  re- 
duction of  it  till  it  brings  prices  to  this  standard. — 
Of  what  consequence  is  it,  Mr.  President,  whether  it 
shall  be  mixed  or  unmixed,  hard  money,  or  hard  mo- 
ney and  paper,  if  the  reduction  is  to  go  on  till  this  ef- 
fect of  coming  down  to  thestandard  of  prices  through- 
out the  world  is  produced?  None  whatever;  and  yet  so 
confident  is  the  senator  in  the  soundness  of  his 
policy  that  he  exhorts  the  manufacturers  to  take  the 
corrective  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  bring  this 
result  about;  and  yet  he  complains  of  me  as  repre- 
senting him  as  too  much  of  a hard-money  man.  I 
supposed  in  all  this  the  senator  looked  really  to  hard 
money;  but  whether  he  did  or  not  is  of  little  conse- 
quence, as  the  effect  on  labor  and  business  will  be 
the  same.  I was  led  to  this  conclusion,  for  I 
thought  he  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  view- 
ing one  currency  as  most  useful  to  the  manufac- 
turers and  another  to  the  country.  If  there  be  con- 
fusion in  the  matter,  I am  not  answerable  for  that, 
for  I replied  to  such  opinions  as  were  advanced. — 
It  appeared  to  me  that  the  evil  complained  of  was 
the  expansion  of  the  currency,  and  the  remedy  pro- 
posed a reduction  to  this  standard  of  prices  through- 
out the  world.  I know  the  senator  has  spoken 
much  of  his  friendship  for  laborers;  but  it  is  his  prac- 
tical views  of  policy,  his  means  to  be  employed  to 
secure  prosperity,  that  I examined.  I did  not  con- 
sider the  part  of  his  speech  from  which  he  has  read, 
and  considers  the  foundation  of  unjust  remark  else- 
where, as  an  important  or  material  portion  of  his 
reasoning.  Such  is  the  doctrine  contained  in  the 
printed  speech.  It  is  before  the  world,  and  let  them 
judge  of  it,  and  see  whether  I have  brought  the 
member  nearer  to  being  a friend  of  hard  money  than 
he  brings  himself. 

But  the  senator  pointed  out  two  paragraphs  in 
my  reply  which  he  says  do  him  injustice.  If  so,  it 
was  not  my  purpose.  On  the  first  page,  he  alleges 
that,  in  a general  summary  which  1 make,  (not  of 
his  exclusive  views,  as  the  paragraph  shows ),  I im- 
pute to  him  an  opinion  that  the  sub-treasury  will 
have  a greater  influence  over  banks  and  banking, 
and  reduce  the  currency  beyond  what  he  everthought 
or  has  contended  it  would  do,  notwithstanding  I ex- 
pressly state,  in  another  place,  when  I speak  of  him 
alone,  that  he  declares  himself  the  friend  of  well- 
regulated  banks  and  a mixed  currency.  On  this 
point,  I shall  only  say  it  is  the  last  on  which  I could 
have  anticipated  complaint,  after  all  the  reasoning 
(of  the  senator  to  prove  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  currency,  because  of  the  evils  of  banking.  But 
the  effect  of  the  bill  is  matter  that  never  entered  my 
mind  as  of  any  moment.  It  was  not  the  measure 
of  influence  which  it  would  have  that  I discussed, 
or  thought  important,  as  I alluded  to  it  only  in  a 
summary  way.  It  was  the  opinions  and  doctrines 
advanced  in  the  argument,  the  general  scope  of 
policy  advocated  by  the  member,  upon  which  I com- 
mented, and  to  which  I replied.  I could  not  mis- 
understand him  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
bill  would  have  its  influence  as  a corrective,  and  I 
am  indifferent  what  degree  of  influence  is  or  may  be 
ascribed  to  it. 

The  senator  laid  hold  of  another  isolated  para- 
graph of  my  reply  at  the  thirteenth  page,  and  sup- 
poses I meant  to  assert  that  he  and  his  friends  con- 
tended that  the  bill  would  reduce  the  value  of 
property  and  wages  one -half.  I assured  him  the 
other  day,  and  now  do  it  again,  that  such  is  not 
my  meaning,  nor  does  it  seem  to  me  to  be  the  just 
or  fair  construction  of  the  language.  The  language 
is  this:  “I  do  not  impute  this  power  to  the  bill,  but 
it  is  enough  for  me  that  its  friendsdo.”  What  power? 
He  alleges  the  power  to  reduce  wages  and  property 
one-half.  I say  the  power  to  reduce  wages  and  pro- 
perty, and  to  improve  our  relations  to  foreign  trade, 
without  assigning  any  particular  proportion  of  re- 
duction. The  senator  draws  the  proportion  from  a 
hypothetical  case  stated  by  me  in  illustration  of  the 
general  proposition  under  consideration,  that  a re- 
duction  of  wages  would  be  beneficial  to  the  laborer. 
This  I combatted,  and  in  the  hypothesis  assumed 


a case  in  which  wages  were  supposed'to  be  reduced 
one-half.  Having  gone  through  with  this,  which 
appears  on  the  face  of  it  to  be,  what  it  is,  hypotheti- 
cal, and  not  founded  on  propositions  intended  to  be 
imputed  to  any  one  as  used  in  argument,  I return 
by  a new’  paragraph  to  the  bill,  and  use  the  language 
I have  read,  not  intending  to  reler  to  the  hypothesis, 
or  the  proportion  of  reduction  in  it,  but  to  the  gene- 
ral proportion  under  consideration.  He  therefore 
gives  a meaning  to  my  remarks  never  designed  or 
thought  of  by  me  until  I heard  his  construction. — 
He  does  not  read  the  speech  as  I understand  it,  and 
meant  it  should  be  understood.  This  explanation 
is  the  same  I gave,  the  other  day,  and  is  what  the 
senator  called  a disclaimer.  It  is  a disclaimer  of 
nothing  but  this  construction  of  my  language  and 
meaning.  If  that  is  what  he  meant  by  a disclaimer, 
I am  content  with  it,  but  I wish  to  be  rightly  under- 
stood. If  you  take  the  paragraphs  alone  which  the 
senator  read,  it  may  be  understood  as  he  represents; 
but  that  is  not  the  inference  as  it  appears  to  me  from 
the  whole  text. 

But  the  senator  went  further,  and  read  from  my 
speech  the  next  sentence,  which  is,  “What  response 
will  the  farmers,  mechanics  and  manufacturers  make 
to  such  a flagitious  proposition?”  and,  seizing  upon 
the  word  flagitious,  used  in  no  sense  offensively,  not 
having  the  remotest  personal  application  to  him,  but 
applied  to  the  general  proposition  to  reduce  wages, 
&c.  and  not  to  the  hypothesis  or  any  thing  contained 
in  it,  inquires  of  the  senate  if  he  might  not  pro- 
nounce this  statement  a flagitious  representation  of 
his  remarks?  I wdsh  him  now  to  state  whether  in 
employing  that  language  he  meant  to  reflect  on  me 
personally?  (Mr.  D.  paused  a moment,  and  the 
senator  not  making  an  answer),  he  added,  if  he  did, 
then  I hurl  back  the  imputation  with  the  scorn  and 
contempt  language  so  unmerited  and  unprovoked 
deserves,  and  suspend  further  remarks  till  I hear 
the  member. 
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SENATE. 

March  12.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  calling  for 
all  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  removal  of 
governor  Call,  of  Florida. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  from  citizens  of  Waterville, 
Ohio,  asking  a reduction  on  letter  postage. 

By  Mr.  Wright , from  J.  F.  Hall  and  John  Fran- 
cis, asking  to  have  life  boats  placed  at  certain  loca- 
tions on  the  marine  border,  where  they  might  be 
useful  in  cases  of  shipwreck. 

By  Mr.  Alltn,  from  citizens  of  Washington,  ask- 
ing that  the  banks  of  the  District  be  compelled  to 
resume  specie  payments,  or  surrender  their  effects 
to  their  creditors.  The  memorial  wras  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  names  attached  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  the  western 
and  northwestern  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Allegheny 
river. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  R.  & S.  Dorr  & Co.  asking 
that  a duty  on  silk  may  be  imposed. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Wiskonsin  living  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Green  Bay.  asking  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Fox  and  Wiskonsin  rivers,  and  to  make  a 
military  road  from  Fort  Howaid  to  Fort  Crawford, 
and  to  make  Green  Bay  a port  of  entry,  &c. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  pursers  in  the  navy. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Norvell  a day 
or  two  since,  calling  on  the  president  for  any  infor- 
mation in  his  possession  or  that  of  the  departments 
concerning  military  or  naval  operations  in  the  dis- 
puted territory,  &c.  coming  up,  Mr.  N.  addressed  the 
senate  at  same  length  on  this  subject,  when  the  re- 
solution was  somewhat  modified,  and  then  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  South- 
ard, calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  to  state  the  dif- 
ficulties existing  and  the  arrangements  made  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  Cherokee  people, 
&c.  was  then  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  take  up  the  bills  in  rela- 
tion to  the  circulation  of  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  with  the  view  to  certain  amendments, 
and  to  blend  the  two  in  one.  Mr.  T.  was  allow- 
ed, by  general  consent,  to  append  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  inlroduced  by  himself. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  damages  sustained  by 
individuals  in  the  wars  with  the  Indian  tribes  since 
1830.  And  after  a long  discussion,  in  which  the 
measure  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Lumpkin  and  King,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Wright,  Grundy  and  Prentiss,  the  bill  was 
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passed  over  informally,  and  the  amendments  offered 
by  Messrs.  Clay  and  Hubbard  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  13.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Nnrvell,  from  citizens  of  Wiskonsin,  ask- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wiskonsin  ri- 
vers, and  repair  of  the  road  from  Fort  Howard  to 
Fort  Crawford,  and  making  Green  Bay  a port  of 
entry. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  asking  the  re- 
duction of  letter  postage. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  Charles  K.  Watson  and 
others,  of  Senaca,  asking  the  passage  of  a uniform 
bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Ruggles,  from  citizens  of  Maine,  asking 
the  reduction  of  postage  on  letters. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciaiy,  reported  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  present  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  members  of  congress  to  receive,  free  of 
postage,  the  legislative  documents  of  the  several  states. 

The  bill  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  the  several  districts  so  soon  as 
the  surveys  therein  can  be  completed;  for  abolish- 
ing land  offices  under  certain  circumstances;  and  to 
abolish  the  office  of  solicitor  of  the  general  land  of- 
fice, was  taken  up,  and  discussed  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  explained  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  at  length,  and  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  first  two  sections,  but  was  opposed  to  the  third, 
for  which  he  ottered  a substitute,  proposing  to  abo- 
lish the  office  of  recorder,  and  retain  that  of  solici- 
tor. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  King,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  and  Grundy,  as  motion  of  Mr.  G.  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  divided  so  as  to  take  the 
question  on  striking  out  the  third  section  of  the 
bill;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  wa3  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tappan,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  li- 
brary, to  which  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  house  for  the  disposition  of  certain  docu- 
ments now  in  the  library  of  congress,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and,  on  Mr.  T’s  motion, 
it  was  considered  and  passed. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  circulation  of  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  came  up,  when,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  further  consideration 
was  postponed  until  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  expressed  its  views. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, on  the  4th  inst.  when  he  delivered  his  views 
at  large  on  the  propositions  therein  contained: 

Resolved,  That  a ship  or  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  in 
time  of  peace,  engaged  in  a lawful  voyage,  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  nations,  under  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  state  to  which  her  flag  belongs,  as  much  so 
as  if  constituting  a part  of  its  own  domain. 

Resolved,  That  it  such  ship  or  vessel  should  be  forc- 
ed, by  stress  of  weather  or  other  unavoidable  cause, 
into  the  port  of  a friendly  power,  she  would,  under  the 
same  laws,  lose  none  of  the  rights  appertaining  to  her 
on  the  high  seas,  but,  on  the  contrary,  she  and  her  car- 
go, and  persons  on  board,  with  their  property,  and  all 
the  rights  belonging  to  iheir  personal  relations,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  the  slate  to  which  they  belong, 
would  be  under  the  protection  which  the  laws  of  na- 
tions extend  to  the  unfortunate  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Resolved,  That  the  brig  Enterprise,  which  was  forced 
unavoidably  by  stress  ot  weather  into  Port  Hamilton, 
Bermuda  Island,  while  on  a lawful  voyage  on  the  high 
seas  from  one  port  of  the  union  to  another,  comes  with- 
in the  principles  embraced  in  the  foregoing  resolutions; 
and  that  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  negroes  on 
board  by  the  local  authorities  of  the  island  was  an  act 
in  violation  of-the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjust 
to  our  citizens  to  whom  they  belong. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Grundy,  the  reso- 
lutions were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 

March  16.  Several  petitions  and  memorials  were 
presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Benton,  according  to  notice  given,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
duties;  which  he  accompanied  in  a speech  of  con- 
siderable length. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  proposing  that 
the  president  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  do  adjourn  their  respec- 
tive houses,  sine  die,  on  Monday,  the  18th  day  of 
May  next,  was  taken  up. 


Mr.  Lumpkin  made  a few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  suggested  that  the  period 
designated  might  not  afford  sufficient  time  for  trans- 
acting the  business  before  congress,  and  although 
no  man  was  more  desirous  of  abridging  the  session 
than  he  was,  yet,  until  he  saw  that  all  the  necessary 
or  important  business  could  be  accomplished  be- 
fore the  day  named,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  would  prefer  Wednesday, 
the  21st,  to  Monday,  the  18th.  So  that  the  three 
last  days  of  the  session  might  all  be  days  proper 
for  the  work  of  legislation.  But  he  was  greatly  in 
favor  of  shortening  the  session;  and  would  give  the 
resolution  his  support. 

Mr.  Norvell,  of  Michigan,  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment or  resolution,  that  the  next  session  should  be- 
gin the  first  Monday  of  .November. 

Mr.  fFc6stersaid  the  constitution  required  this 
should  be  done  bylaw. 

Mr.  Norwell  then  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
gave  notice  he  would  bring  in  a bill  to-morrow  for 
the  object. 

Mi  .^Williams  was  against  fixing  any  day  for  ad- 
journment, so  long  as  the  Maine  boundary  question 
remained  in  its  present  state.  He  thought  the  ques- 
tions involved  were  of  the  deepest  moment;  and 
that  congress  should  not  adjourn  without  doing 
something  for  the  settlement  of  them,  and  for  se- 
curing the  rights  of  Maine  and  the  nation. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  if  he  thought,  that,  remaining 
here,  the  Maine  question  would  be  settled,  he 
would  be  content  to  stay  till  October.  But  he  be- 
lieved that  to  prolong  the  session  would  have  no 
effect  at  all  upon  that  question.  If  the  senator  from 
Maine  would  bring  in  — bill  for  a declaration  of 
war  against  Great  Britain,  he  did  not  know  but  he 
would  go  for  it.  He  thought  the  matter  had  been 
too  long  unsettled;  and  if  he  were  president  of  the 
United  States,  he  believed  he  would  bring  it  to  set- 
tlement very  soon.  But,  as  to  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, he  must,  as  at  present  advised,  give  it 
his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution 
until  this  day  fortnight. 

And  after  debate,  the  motion  was  carried;  ayes 
22,  nays  18. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  after  which  they  adjourned. 

March  17.  Several  petitions  were  presented  to- 
day, urging  the  passage  of  a law  for  a uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wall,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  intimated  that  owing  to  the  great  amount 
ot  business  before  them,  and  demanding  early  at- 
tention, he  has  not  been  able  to  prepare  the  mea- 
sure he  proposes  on  this  subject  so  soon  as  was  de- 
sired. But,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week,  he 
will  probably  bring  forward  a bill  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  memorialists. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  damages 
sustained  by  individuals  by  wars  with  Indian 
tribes,  since  1830,  was  discussed  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and,  after  being  amended,  the  further 
discussion  was  postponed  in  order  that  the  bill 
might  be  printed  as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was 
taken  up,  and  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Nor- 
vell was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  the  more  effectually  to  secure  the  pub- 
lic money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of 
the  government,  and  to  punish  public  defaulters, 
was  also  taken  up,  and,  after  several  amendments, 
the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive business,  and  after  remaining  some  time, 
adjourned. 

March  18.  The  miscellaneous  business  of  the 
morning  was  unimportant,  chiefly  confined  to  peti- 
tions from  individuals  for  private  objects  and  for 
private  bills. 

Mr.  Southard  offered  a resolution  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  for  information  whether  lieu- 
tenants Wilkes  and  Hudson  have  exercised  powers 
while  engaged  in  the  exploring  expedition  which 
they  were  not  warranted  to  do,  and  whether  they 
have  assumed  any  higher  rank;  and  if  so,  under 
what  authority  it  has  been  done. 

The  resolution,  which  has  probably  been  called 
out  by  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  these  officers, 
lies  on  the  table  one  day  under  the  rule. 

The  senate,  at  one  o’clock,  went  into  secret  ses- 
sion, on  a measure  which  was  made  the  special  or- 
der for  this  day.  After  which  they  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  12.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  and  some  references  of  documents,  &c.  hav- 
ing been  made — 


The  following  messages  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  were  read: 

Washington,  March  9,  1840. 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I transmit  to  congress,  for  their  consideration, 
copies  and  translations  of  a correspondence  be- 
tween the  secretary  of  state  and  the  Spanish  lega- 
tion, growing  out  of  an  application  on  the  part  of 
Spain  for  a reduction  oftonnage  duty  on  her  vessels 
in  certain  cases. 

By  a royal  order  issued  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1832,  by  the  king  of  Spain,  in  consequence  of  a 
representation  made  to  his  government  by  the  mi- 
nister of  the  United  States  against  the  discrimi- 
nating tonnage  duty  then  levied  in  the  ports  of 
Spain  upon  American  vessels,-  said  duty  was 
reduced  to  one  real  de  vellon,  equal  to  five  cents 
per  ton,  without  reference  to  the  place  from  whence 
the  vessel  came,  being  the  same  rate  as  paid  by 
those  of  all  other  nations,  including  Spain.  By  the 
act  approved  on  the  13th  July,  1832,  a correspond- 
ing reduction  of  tonnage  duty  upon  Spanish  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  was  authorised, 
but  confined  to  vessels  coming  from  ports  in  Spain; 
in  consequence  of  which,  said  reduction  has  been 
applied  to  such  Spanish  vessels  only  as  came  di- 
rectly from  ports  in  the  Spanish  peninsula. 

The  application  of  tile  Spanish  government  is  for 
the  extention  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  vessels 
coming  from  other  places;  and  I submit  for  the  con- 
sideration of  congress  whether  the  principle  of  re- 
ciprocity would  not  justify  it  in  regard  to  all  vessels 
owned  in  the  peninsula  and  its  dependencies  of  the 
Bclearic  and  Canary  islands,  and  coming  from  all 
places  other  than  from  the  islands  of  Cuba,  Porto 
Rico  and  the  Philippine;  and  the  repayment  ot  such 
duties  a3  may  have  been  levied  upon  Spanish  ves- 
sels of  that  class  which  have  entered  our  ports  since 
the  act  of  1832  went  into  opeiation. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington , March.  1840. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I lay  before  you  for  your  consideration  a commu- 
nication of  the  secretary  of  war  accompanied  by  a 
report  of  the  surgeon  general  of  the  army,  in  rela- 
tion to  sites  for  marine  hospitals,  selected  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1837,  Irom  which  it  will  be  seen  that  some  action 
on  the  subject  by  congress  seems  to  be  necessary. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  re- 
ported on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Campbell,  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  elections,  providing  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  journal  of  that  committee,  and  of  certain 
other  documents  enumerated.  To  which  resolu- 
tion an  amendment  was  pending. 

Mr.  Jenifer  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from  yester- 
day, and  proceeded  with  his  remarks  for  some  time; 
when  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Fillmore,  who  made  certain  explanations,  dur- 
ing which  much  disorder  and  excitement  existed 
throughout  the  hall,  and  several  intermediate  ex- 
planations were  made  and  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded. 

Mr.  Jenifer  yielded  the  floor,  also,  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  South  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion; and  was  about  to  resume  it,  when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  the  hour  having 
elapsed,  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Several  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  were  taken 
up  on  their  first  and  second  reading,  and  referred. 

And  the  bill,  alluded  to  yesterday,  introduced  on 
leave  by  Mr.  Bell,  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions, was,  by  general  consent,  and  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Bell  that  the  house  might  not  be  detain- 
ed from  acting  on  the  treasury  note  bill,  passed  over, 
on  the  undeistanding  that  it  should  retain  its  place 
on  the  calendar. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Ga.  in  the  chair),  and 
took  up  the  bill  No.  18,  being  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes;  which  having  been  read 

Mr.  Jones  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  support 
of  the  bill,  and  in  explanation  of  the  causes  which 
rendered  the  call  for  treasury  notes  necessary,  and 
of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  administration 
and  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  prefer  them  to  a 
direct  loan,  on  the  score  both  of  convenience  and 
economy;  and  concluded  with  an  earnest  appeal 
for  prompt  and  speedy  action  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  N.  Y.  rose  and  put  a number  of 
queries  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  responses  to  which  alone 
could  be  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Cushing,  of  Mass,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
went  at  large  into  an  argumentative  speech  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Jones,  and  with  a view  to  show,  first,  how 
this  necessity  for  immediate  aid  to  the  treasury  had 
been  occasioned;  secondly,  on  whom  the  responsi- 
bility lay  of  the  great  deficit  in  our  resources;  and 
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thirdly,  what  was  the  proper  remedy.  He  traced 
the  cause  to  the  expenditures  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent administrations;  repelled  the  charge  that  these 
had  been  caused  by  the  opposition  members  in 
congress;  and  then  went  on  to  show  in  what  re- 
spects a direct  loan  was  a preferable  measure  to  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  which  was  a forced  loan 
under  another  name. 

He  had  not  concluded  when  he  yielded  to  a mo- 
tion for  adjournment. 

And  the  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

- Friday , March  13.  The  question  before  the  house 
being  on  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina,  chairman  of  the  commiltee  of  elec- 
tions, some  days  ago,  for  the  printing  of  certain 
documents,  and  the  amendment  thereto  moved  by 
Mr.  Bice  Garland— 

Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor  from  yesterday  morning  again  addressed 
the  house  in  support  of  the  amendment  until  the 
expiration  of  the  morning  hour  without  concluding 
his  speech.  He  attacked  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee with  much  severity,  and  more  than  once 
called  up  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Campbell  in  explana- 
tion. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired — 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  called  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  then 
made  an  effort  to  get  the  house  again  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  Medill  (a  member  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions) pressed  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  orders, 
and  continue  the  pending  debate. 

Mr.  Russell,  chairman  of-the  committee  of  claims, 
insisted  with  equal  earnestness  on  the  execution  of 
the  rule  which  sets  apart  Fridays  and  Saturdays 
(after  the  morning  hour)  to  the  consideration  of 
private  bills. 

The  house  refused  all  motions  to  depart  from  the 
regular  course,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Russell,  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Davee  in  the 
chair). 

The  whole  sitting  of  the  day  (until  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole/mind  itself  without  a quorum)  was 
consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Eailey  and  Delord,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Fiilebrown,  jr.;  and,  when  the  committee 
was  obliged  to  rise  for  want  of  a quorum,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  14.  The  speaker  announced 
that  the  first  business  in  order  was  the  resolution 
reported  from  the  committee  of  elections  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  to  print  all  the  testimony  in  relation  to 
the  New  Jersey  contest,  and  the  amendment  thereto 
offered  by  Mr. Rice  Garland — 

Mr.  Jenifer,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  continued 
his  remarks  in  defence  of  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee of  elections,  and  against  the  course  of  the  majority 
of  that  committee,  until  the  expiration  of  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

The  speaker  having  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  Russell  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Rives  hoped  the  house  would,  by  universal 
consent  permit  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Jenifer)  to  finish  his  remarks,  to  enable-the  house 
to  order  the  printing  of  this  testimony  immediately. 

Mr.  Russell  objected,  and  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr  Rives  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  forthe  pur- 
pose and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  which  were  ordered,  and  were  yeas  83,  nays 
75.  So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Rives  then  asked  of  the  house,  as  a favor  to 
himsell,  to  allow  him  to  make  an  explanation  per- 
sonal to  himself,  and  particularly  relating  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  this 
morning. 

After  some  observations  from  different  gentlemen 
pro  and  con,  a motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  rules 
to  allow  Mr.  Rives  to  make  the  desired  explanation; 
and  the  motion  was  carried:  yeas  132,  nays  37. 

Mr.  Rives  took  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing his  explanation,  but.  had  not  proceeded  far  be- 
fore he  was  called  to  order  forhaving  transcended 
his  leave  by  going  into  the  merits  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey election. 

After  various  calls  to  order,  counter-explanations, 
&c.  Mr.  Rives  finished  what  he  had  to  say,  and  the 
discussion  stopped. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  navy  department,  enclosing  printed 
copies  of  the  Navy  Register. 

Also,  the  following  communication  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  an- 
swer to  a resolution  of  that  body,  dated  on  the  9th 
instant  the  enclosed  report  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  March  12,  1840. 


Department  of  state,  Washington,  March  12,1840. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  dated 
the  9th  instant,  requesting  the  president  to  commu- 
nicate to  that  body  “whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
measures  have  been  taken,  since  the  rejection  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  king  of  Holland  of  a new 
line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  to  obtain  information 
in  respect  to  the  topography  of  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute, by  a survey  or  exploration  of  the  same  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  alone;  and  also  whether 
any  measures  have  been  adopted  whereby  the  acu- 
racy  of  the  survey  lately  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  British  government,  when  communicated, 
may  be  tested  or  examined,”  has  the  honor  to  report 
to  the  president  that  no  steps  have  been  thought 
necessary  by  this  government  since  the  date  above 
referred  to,  to  obtain  topographical  information  re- 
garding the  disputed  territory,  either  by  exploration 
or'survey,  on  its  part  alone;  nor  has  it  thought  pro- 
per to  adopt  any  measures  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the 
topographical  examination  recently  made  by  a Bri- 
tish commissioner,  the  result  of  which  has  not  been 
made  public,  or  communicated  to  the  United  States. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  message  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate,  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  were  twice  read,  and  appropriately  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  that  tne  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  question  being 
put  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  16.  The  journal  having  been 
read  through,  the  chair  stated  that  he  was  informed 
that  certain  members  from  New  Jersey  w’ere  wait- 
ing to  he  sworn.  Messrs.  Philemon  Dickerson, 
Win.  R.  Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall  and  Joseph  Kille, 
presented  themselves  in  the  open  space  before  the 
clerk’s  table. 

Mr.  Jenifer  rose  and  said  that,  in  connexion  with 
the  annunciation  of  the  speaker,  he  wished  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  this 
house  of  the  10th  of  March,  directing  the  speaker  to 
qualify  as  members  of  this  house  Philemon  Dickerson, 
Peter  D.  Vroom,  Daniel  B-  Ryall,  Wm.  R.  Cooperand 
Joseph  Kille,  be  postponed  until  the  2d  Monday  in 
April  next,  to  afford  the  other  five  claimants  from  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their 
evidence  as  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  committee  of 
elections. 

Mr.  Weller,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  the  resolu- 
tion was  in  order? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  that,  if  that  was  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  he  should  acquiesce,  without  any  motion 
in  the  case. 

The  chair  was  asked  by  some  member  whether 
it  was  not  in  order  to  call  the  credentials  of  these 
gentlemen? 

The  chair  was  understood  to  reply  that  their 
names  were  included  in  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  house,  and  which  declared  them  to  be  entitled 
to  Iheir  seats. 

The  individuals  were  then  duly  sworn,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  hall. 

Mr.  Cushing  said:  I beg  leave  to  put  a question 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
(Mr.  Pickens),  in  regard  to  the  matter  concerning 
which  misapprehension  exists  abroad,  and  which, 
though  it  touches  individually  myself  and  a col- 
league of  mine  now  absent  on  a sick  bed,  (Mr. 
Lawrence),  I should  not  have  troubled  the  house 
with,  if  it  were  not  of  great  public  importance  to 
the  welfare  and  reputation  of  the  United  States. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Cushing  proceed- 
ed to  say:  I proposed  a resolution,  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, calling  on  the  executive  for  information  as  to 
our  relations  with  China,  which  resolution,  being 
afterwards  submitted  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  was  by  them  reported  to  the  house,  and 
adopted;  and  to  which  the  executive  has  since  re- 
sponded, in  a message  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
house.  My  colleague,  (Mr.  Lawrence),  also  pre- 
sented a memorial  from  citizens  of  the  U.  States 
in  China,  relative  to  the  same  matter.  These  papers 
are  now  under  consideration  in  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs.  Meanwhile,  I am  somewhat  dis- 
turbed to  learn,  through  the  intelligence  brought 
by  the  Great  Western,  that  these  movements  here 
are  construed  in  England  as  indicating  a disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  American  government  “to 
join  heart  and  hand” — as  the  expression  is  in  a pa- 
ragraph of  an  English  ministerial  journal  now  before 
me — “to  join  heart  and  hand  with  the  British  go- 
vernment, and  endeavor  to  obtain  commercial  trea- 


ties from  the  authorites  in  China.”  Now,  so  far  as 
regards  myself  I wish  to  say  that  this  is  a great  mis- 
conception, if  it  be  not  a wilful  perversion,  of  what 
is  contemplated  here.  I have,  it  is  true,  thought 
that  the  present  contingency — when  the  Americans 
at  Canton,  and  they  almost  or  quite  alone,  have 
manifested  a proper  respect  for  fhe  laws  and  public 
rights  of  the  Chinese  empire,  in  honorable  contrast 
with  the  outrageous  misconduct  of  the  English 
there — and  when  the  Chinese  government,  grateful 
for  the  upright  deportment  of  the  Americans,  has 
manifested  the  best  possible  feelings  towards  them; 

I have  thought  that  these  circumstances  afforded  a 
favorable  opportunity  to  endeavor  to  put  the  Ame- 
rican trade  with  China  on  a just  and  stable  footing 
for  the  future.  But,  God  forbid  that  I should  en- 
tertain the  idea  of  co  operating  with  the  British  go- 
vernment in  the  purpose — if  purpose  it  have — of 
upholding  the  base  cupidity  and  violence,  and, high- 
handed infraction  of  all  law,  human  and  divine, 
which  have  characterized  the  operations  of  the 
British,  individually  and  collectively,  in  the  seas  of 
China.  I disavow  all  sympathy  with  those  opera- 
tions. I denounce  them  most  emphatically.  And, 
though  it  is  not  competent  for  me  to  speak  now  of 
what  has  been  done  oris  intended  in  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs  relative  to  this,  yet  thus  much  I 
may  say,  that,  in  that  committee,  and  among  all  its 
members,  I am  confident  there  is  but  one  spirit — I 
and  that  is,  to  guard  the  interests  and  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  the  United  States.  It  is  due  to  the  exe- 
cutive also,  that  I should  say  that  I have  no  reason 
to  believe  or  suspect  that  fhe  president  or  his  cabi- 
net entertains  any  but  the  most  proper  view's  on 
this  subject.  At  the  same  time,  to  close  the  door 
at  once  against  all  misunderstanding,  and  set  the 
whole  matter  in  a clear  light,  in  order  that  the 
Chinese  government  need  not  be  misled  into  sup- 
posing that,  while  the  Americans  in  Canton  profess 
to  act  in  good  faith,  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  it, 
any  different  purpose  is  entertained  here,  I put  this 
question  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs — whether  he  himself,  or,  so  far  as  he 
knows,  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  has  any 
idea  of  making  common  cause  with  Great  Britain 
in  reference  to  the  recent  events  jn  China? 

Mr.  Pickens,  in  reply,  said  that,  in  reference  to 
himself,  it  was  very  far  from  being  the  fact  that  he 
was  disposed  to  make  common  cause  wuth  Eng- 
land in  her  designs  on  China;  for  the  very  first  mo- 
ment the  subject  was  referred  to  the  committee  and 
laid  before  tnem,  that  very  point  was  made  by  him- 
self, and  he  objected  expressly  to  our  appearing 
befor  e the  world,  (as  might  be  inferred  from  an  ex- 
pression in  the  memorial  referred  to),  as  acting  in 
concert  with  the  British  government  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  So  far  as  the  executive  was  concern- 
ed, he  had  no  authority  for  speaking;  but  he  was 
induced  to  believe  that  no  such  fact  of  intended 
concert  with  Great  Britain,  as  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  ' 
C.)  directly  referred  to,  existed.  He,  (Mr.  P.)  had 
no  intention,  directly,  or  indirectly,  to  aid  in  forcing 
on  the  Chinese  the  odious  traffic  in  opium.  He 
belic-ved  that  if  we  could  prevail  on  China  to  aban- 
don her  policy  of  non-intercourse  with  the  world — 
if  we  could  prevail  on  her  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement that,  might  have  for  its  basis  commer- 
cial relations  which  would  place  us  on  an  equal 
footing  w'ith  other  powers,  it  would  be  all  that 
was  necessary.  But  of  this  he  had  little  hopes; 
for  it  was  known  that  China,  from  time  immemo- 
rial, had  been  opposed  to  all  treaties.  Our  only 
object,  (said  Mr.  P.)  is  to  place  our  commerce  with 
China  on  an  'equal  footing  with  that  of  other  na- 
tions, and  to  see  that  no  advantage  be  taken  of  us. 
Surely  En  gland  does  not  occupy  a position  at  present 
to  command  any  sympathy  or  co-operation  from  us. 
He  would  forbear  to  touch  upon  those  points  that 
are  now  at  issue  between  vs,  which  may,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  become  of  the  deepest  importance. 

It  is  our  policy  to  appear  to  act  under  her  cover  and 
co-operation.  We  will  act  upon  our  separate  and 
independent  interests,  and  our  own  views  of  policy. 

Mr.  Cushing  then  said:  I thank  the  house  for  its 
indulgence,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  who  has  answered  my  question  so 
satisfactorily;  and  I trust  the  idea  w ill  no  longer  be 
entertained  in  England,  if  she  choose  to  persevere 
in  the  attempt  to  coerce  the  Chinese  by  force  of 
arms  to  submit  to  be  poisoned  with  opium  in  whole 
provinces,  that  she  is  to  receive  aid  or  countenance 
from  the  United  States  in  that  nefarious  enterprise.  1 

The  chair  now  stated  that  fhe  question  was  on 
an  order  pending  for  a call  of  the  house,  under  a 
previous  motion  for  the  previous  question  in  refe- 
rence  to  certain  instructions  to  accompany  the 
reference  of  a memorial  on  the  Cumberland  road.  I! 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  members, 
when  192  gentlemen  having  responded  to  their 
names,  and  several  excuses  received,  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  suspended. 
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Mr.  Crabb,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  been  sick, 
and  had  entered  the  house  but  a minute  too  late, 
and  asked  permission  to  vote,  observing  he  should 
have  voted  in  the  negative.  The  leave  was  re- 
fused. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded,  it  was  put  and  carried;  and  the 
main  question  being  on  the  motion  to  refer  the 
memorial  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
which  motion  Mr.  Casey  had  proposed  to  amend  by 
adding  the  following  instructions: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  each  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  to  be  expended  on  the  national  road  in 
said  states  in  the  year  1840,  under  the  direction  of  the 
war  department;  said  appropriation  to  be  subject  to  all 
the  restrictions  and  conditions  of  former  appropria- 
tions on  said  road.’1 

To  which  Mr.  Pickens  had  moved  the  following 
amendment: 

“And  that  the  memorial  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  consi- 
der the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill  in  favor  of  the 
measure.” 

And  which  amendment  Mr.  Marvin  had  moved 
to  amend  as  follows: 

“Also,  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  report  hilts  in  accordance  with  the  esti- 
mates contained  in  the  reports  from  the  chief  engineer 
and  the  chief  of  the  topographical  engineers  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  and  communicated  to  congress  by 
the  president,  making  appropriations  for  the  year 
1840  for  the  continuation  of  the  construction  or  im- 
provement of  harbors  and  roads,  and  the  navigation 
of  rivers,  for  which  appropriations  have  been  hereto- 
fore made;  unless  in  any  particular  case  the  commit- 
tee shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  particular  work  ought 
to  be  entirely  discontinued,  and  in  such  case  (if  any) 
the  committee  shall  submit  to  this  house  the  reasons 
which  lead  to  such  conclusions.’’ 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  Marvin's 
amendment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative;  yeas  80,  nays  112.  So  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Marvin  was  rejected. 

The  question  next  recurring  on  Mr.  Piclcen’s 
amendment:  Mr.  P.  said  that,  at  the  suggestion  of 

his  friends,  he  would  withdraw  it. 

The  question  then  coming  back  on  the  original 
motion  of  Mr.  Casey , this  also  was  rejected  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  8S,  nays  109. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  eommit- 
of  ways  and  means,  without  instructions. 

[Mr.  Underwood  wished  to  move  accompanying 
instructions,  but  as  the  previous  question  had  been 
ordered,  it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so.] 

Mr.  Black,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
printing  for  the  house,  moved  for  an  extension  of 
the  time  allowed  to  that  committee  to  report  until 
the  24th  of  March  instant;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  I Vise  obtained  leave,  out  of  course,  to  pre- 
sent and  have  referred  to  that  committee  a memo- 
rial on  the  subject  of  lithography. 

A great  number  of  petitions  were  presented,  by 
different  members,  principally  of  a local  nature. 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  certain  joint  resolutions 
from  the  legislature  of  New  York,  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  sub  treasury  bill. 

These  resolutions,  Mr.  M.  said,  were  the  voice 
of  the  empire  state  of  New  York;  and  he  moved 
that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
say  a few  words  on  these  resolutions. 

So  they  were  ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Barnard  presented  similar  resolutions,  and 
moved  their  commitment  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  [Ordered  to  lie 
over.] 

Mr.  Barnard  presented  a petition  praying  that 
the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  January  in  relation  to 
abolition  petitions  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  William  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 

table. 

Several  motions  for  calls  of  the  house  and  ad- 
journment were  made  and  withdrawn;  when  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Barnard  presented  a petition  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Florida  into  the  union  until  slavery  was 
abolished  within  her  limits,  and  moved  its  reference 
to  the  committee  on  the  territories. 

The  speaker  decided  that,  under  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  house,  the  petition  could  not  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Adam s appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 

chair. 

Motions  for  calls  of  the  house  and  adjournment 
were  again  renewed  and  withdrawn;  when  Mr. 
Barnard  said  that  in  order  not  to  obstruct  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions,  he  would,  for  the  present, 
withdraw  this  petition.  So  the  petition  was  with- 
drawn. But  the  speaker  having  decided  that  the 


appeal  remained  as  an  independent  question,  and 
was  to  be  decided  at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Adams  hav- 
ing declined  to  withdraw  it,  a motion  to  adjourn 
(it  being  now  5 o’clock)  was  again  made,  and  was 
decided,  by  yeas  31,  nays  81,  in  the  negative.  So 
the  house  refused  to  adjourn.  But  there  was  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Barnard  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  the 
appeal  giving  rise  to  debate  must  lie  over. 

The  speaker  having  otherwise  decided.  Mr. 
Adams  proposed  a compromise:  That  the  house 
should  pass  a resolution  like  that  adopted  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  that  every  member  having  pe- 
titions which  would  not  give  rise  to  debate  should 
send  them  to  the  table,  where  they  might  be  enter- 
ed and  referred. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  objected  to  any  motion. 

Mr.  Adams  said,  that  being  the  case,  he  would 
move  an  adjournment. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  17.  Mr.  Tillinghast  asked  leave 
to  present,  with  a view  to  have  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  cer- 
tain joint  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Hubbard  having  objected — 

Mr.  T.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Fillmore  suggested  to  Mr.  T.  to  modify  his 
motion  so  as  to  permit  the  remainder  of  the  states 
to  be  called  for  petitions  and  memorials — commenc- 
ing where  the  call  was  suspended  yesterday — (i.  e. 
at  the  state  of  New  York). 

Mr.  Tillinghast  having  modified  his  motion  ac- 
cordingly— 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas 
91,  nays  82. 

So,  there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  in  the  af- 
firmative, the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  leave  given — Mr.  Reed  who  was  detained 
from  the  house  by  indisposition  when  the  commit- 
tee were  last  called  for  reports,  made  the  following 
reports  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs: 

A bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  pur- 
sers in  the  navy. 

A bill  to  regulate  navy  rations: -botlr which  said 
bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
to  be  the  resolution  heretolore  reported  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  committee  of 
elections,  to  print  all  the  testimony  in  relation  to 
the  contested  election  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey: 
to  which  resolution  an  amendment  had  heretofore 
been  offered  by  Mr.  Rice  Garland,  to  print  the  tes- 
timony received  since  the  report  of  the  said  com- 
mittee was  made. 

Mr.  Jenifer  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

The  speaker  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Tennessee,  (a  member  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions), who  proceeded  to  address  the  house  in  vin- 
dication of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  but  was 
interrupted  in  a short  time  by  the  call  for  the  orders 
of  the  day,  (the  morning  hour  having  expired). — 
And  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia, 
in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  authorising  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Cushing  resumed  his  remarks,  and  continued 
to  address  the  house  until  past  three  o’clock;  when 
Mr.  King  obtained  the  floor.  The  committee  there- 
upon rose  and  reported. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  18.  Mr.  Tillinghast  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  joint  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the  pub- 
lic lands,  which  were  offered  by  him  yesterday. 
Mr.  T.  asked  the  general  consent  of  the  house  that 
these  resolutions  be  now  referred  to  the  committee 
on  public  lands,  which  committee  has  now  before 
it  the  resolutions  of  some  other  states  upon  this  very 
important  and  interesting  subject,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  considering  them.  He  believed  there 
would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  any  member 
to  entertaining  this  proposition  at  this  time,  as  it 
would  lead  to  no  debate  upon  the  reception  or  in- 
ference. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolutions  were 
received  and  referred  according  to  the  motion,  by 
general  consent. 

The  following  communications  were  laid  before 
the  house  by  the  speaker: 

1.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a statement  of  the  compensation  receiv- 
ed by  district  attorneys,  clerks  and  marshals  of  the 
United  States,  as  fees  or  otherwise,  during  the  ypar 
1839;  prepared  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the 
bouse  of  January  28,  1839. 


2.  A report  from  the  war  department  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Joseph  H.  Waters. 

3.  A report  from  the  secretary  of  war  in  relation 
to  claims  now  pending  before  congress,  or  which 
may  be  probably  presented  for  damages  sustained 
by  individuals  growing  out  of  the  Florida  war. 
Also,  a report  respecting  unsatisfied  claims  for  fo- 
rage and  provisions  for  the  army,  called  for  on  the 
9th  instant. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  the  floor  for 
the  morning  hour  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Garland 
to  print  the  additional  testimony  referred  to  the 
committee  of  elections,  again  addressed  the  house 
in  vindication  of  the  course  of  the  committee,  and 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Jenifer.  He  conti- 
nued to  occupy  the  floor  until  the  morning  hour 
had  expired;  when 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day;  and 
and  the  house,  on  his  motion,  went  again  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair),  and  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  who,  having  yesterday 
moved  for  the  rising  jot  the  committee,  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  at  large  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  which  he  denounced  as  an 
unconstitutional  attempt  to  issue  bills  of  credit  and 
furnish  a paper  money  for  public  circulation.  He 
quoted  the  message  of  gen.  Jackson  proposing  a 
government  bank,  and  insisted  that  the  unvarying 
policy  of  the  administration,  from  that  time  to  this, 
had  been  the  establishment  of  such  a bank,  which 
was  now  to  be  effected  by  the  joint  agency  of  the 
present  bill  and  its  twin,  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  K.  continued  to  address  the  committee  until 
twenty  minutes  before  3 o’clock,  and  concluded  by 
sending  to  the  clerk’3  table  a substitute  for  the  bill 
under  consideration,  which  authorises  a loan  of  five 
millions  of  dollars, 

And  the  substitute  having  been  read — the  chair- 
man gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Graves  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
allow  him  to  propound  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  a question. 

Mr.  Bond  yielded  the  floor;  when  Mr.  Graves 
asked  the  honorable  chairman  whether  he  could  in- 
form the  house  what  amount  of  money  the  govern- 
ment now  had  on  deposite  in  the  bank  of  M issouri; 
and  whether  the  amount  of  the  deposites  does  not 
exceed  the  whole  amount  of  the  specie  on  hand  by 
not  much  short  of  a hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  reason  of  his  propounding  this 
inquiry  is,  that,  by  the  report  of  that  bank  in  Ja- 
nuary last,  there  seems  to  have  been  upwards  of 
$825,000  of  government  funds  on  deposite,  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  amount  of  the  specie  in  the 
vaults  of  that  bank  by  $69,000.  It  was  apparent 
that  if  the  whole  of  the  deposites  in  that  bank 
should  be  called  for,  it  would  be  unable  to  pay  up, 
and  would  at  once  fail;  and  that  he  understood,  in 
consequence  thereof,  an  agent  had  been  sent  on 
here  by  the  bank  to  intercede  with  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  not  to  withdraw  these  funds,  as  such 
an  act  would  inevitably  cause  the  bank  to  suspend, 
which  it  has  hitherto  been  able  to  avoid  only  by  the 
vast  sums  kept  on  deposite  by  the  government. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  before  him  a 
statement  which  would  show  the  whole  amount  of 
money  remaining  on  deposite  in  the  different  banks. 
One  statement  showed  the  amount  of  money  re- 
maining in  the  banks,  not  embracing  those  which 
suspended  specie  payments  in  the  year  1837. 
Another  statement  showed  the  whole  amount  re- 
maining in  banks  which  did  suspend  in  that  year. 
The  statements  were  very  long,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  could  have  the  use  of  them  all. 

[Mr.  Jones's  statement  shows  that  on  the  17th  of 
February  last  the  amount  of  deposites  was  a little 
upwards  of  $840,000.] 

Mr.  Bond  then  proceeded  to  address  the  com- 
mittee generally,  on  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
nation,  and  proceeded  until  half  past  four  o’clock, 
when,  without  having  concluded,  he  gave  wray  to  a 
motion,  by  Mr.  Underwood,  that  the  committee  rise. 

On  which  motion  there  appeared,  ayes  46,  noes 
44;  no  quorum. 

And  thereupon  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
to  the  house  that  it  found  itself  without  a quorum. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
motion,  by  yeas  38,  nays  56,  was  rejected.  But  no 
quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  .tfdumscalled  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  asked  that  the  house  would,  at 
this  time,  permit  the  states  to  be  called  for  peti- 
tions. Objected  to. 

Several  motions  for  adjourning  were  made,  and 
withdrawn,  and  renewed.  And  the  result  was — 
That  the  house  adjourned. 
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American  sculptors  in  Italy.  For  the  following 
interesting  intelligence  in  regard  to  American  sculptors 
and  sculpture  in  Italy,  we  are  indebted  to  a private 
letter  from  an  American  gentleman  now  travelling  in 
Europe,  whose  opinion  in  works  of  art  and  taste  we 
highly  estimate,  from  a personal  knowledge  of  its 
value.  [IV.  Y.  Courier. 

“Our  friend  Greenough  will  have  his  great  work,  the 
statue  of  Washington,  finished  by  summer.  It  is  cm 
immense  work,  eight  times  larger  than  life.  The 
block  of  marble  originally  weighed  130,000  pounds;  and 
the  statue  when  completed  will  weigh  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  tons.  Greenough  is  doing  many  pretty 
things  for  his  countrymen.  A head  of  Clay  for  his  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Irwin,  is  nearly  finished;  the  likeness  of 
it  perfect,  and  the  sculpture  superb.  One  of  these  he 
has  made  before.  A Venus  that  he  is  executing  for 
Mr.  Lowell,  of  Boston,  is  exquisite — and  two  pieces  of 
great  beauty  he  is  engaged  upon  for  a lady  in  New 
Haven.  Grenough  now  deservedly  ranks  among  the 
first — if  not  at  the  very  head  of  modern  sculptors;  who 
in  my  opinion  in  beauty  of  execution  at  least,  equal  if 
they  do  not  surpass  the  ancients. 

“Powers,  from  Cincinnati,  has  astonished  all  Italy 
with  his  heads — and  Italians  of  the  best  and  most  prac- 
tised tasie  have  declared  to  a friend  of  mine,  that  they 
have  never  seen  any  to  equal  them-  He  has  heads, 
finished  or  finishing  of  several  of  our  distinguished 
men — Baldwin  the  engineer,  McDuffie,  Calhoun,  Web- 
ster and  others,  the  likeness  true  to  the  smallest  wrin- 
kles, and  beautifully  sculptured.  Indeed,  this  Powers 
has  aroused  all  the  sculptors-of  Italy,  or  as  a distin- 
guished friend  of  mine  remarked  the  other  day — waked 
them  up  to  put  forth  all  their  might  and  skill  to  keep 
within  calling  distance  of  him.  This  strife  for  perfec- 
tion in  this  noble  art  is  producing  the  happiest  results.’’ 
Bible  societies.  Union  of  the  American  Bible  so- 
ciety and  Philadelphia  Bible  society.  These  important 
institutions,  which  heretofore  have  been  independent 
of  each  other,  are  now  united;  the  latter  having  become 
an  auxiliary  to  the  former.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Young  men's  Bible  society  of  New  York.  This  as- 
sociation, which  is  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible  so- 
ciety, distributed  in  1839  of  Bibles  2,995,  Testaments 
7,363;  cost  $2,473  66;  receipts  during  the_year  $3,861  61. 

Black  Hawk.  A deputation  of  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians visited  Burlington,  Iowa,  on  the  25th  of  last 
month,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  territo- 
rial governor  on  business,  to  whom  they  stated  that  the 
grave  of  Black  Hawk  had  been  robbed  by  the  whites, 
atld  his  bones  carried  away. 

Breckenridge,  rev.  R.  J.—The  trial  of  the  reverend 
Robert  J.  Breckenridge  for  an  alledged  libel  on  James 
L.  Maguire,  the  keeper  of  the  alms  house,  has  been 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  Baltimore  city  court  for 
several  days  past.  The  counsel  for  the  traverser  were 
the  honorable  John  Crittenden,  the  honorable  William 
C.  Preston  and  William  Schley,  esq.  of  Baltimore — and 
for  the  state  George  R.  Richardson  and  Charles  H. 
Pitts,  esqrs.  After  the  examination  of  some  testimony, 
the  counsel  for  the  traverser  offered  to  give  testimony 
to  show  the  absence  of  malice  in  the  publication,  and 
that  it  was  made  on  credible  authority — this  was  ob- 
jected to  and  the  point  argued  for  some  length  before 
the  court. 

The  court  admitted  the  evidence  offered  by  the  de- 
fence. The  following  was  the  written  opinion  filed  by 
judge  Worthington,  to  which  judge  Nesbit  was  under- 
stood to  assent  so  far  as  to  permit  t he  evidence  to  be 
offered,  although  he  did  not,  we  believe,  concur  entire- 
ly with  all  the  positions  of  his  brother  judge. 

Judge  Worthington’s  opinion.  “I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  traverser  has  a right  to  rebut  by  evidence  the  legal 
imputation  of  malice,  which  may  exist  on  the  face  of 
the  publication  to  show  that  the  act  was  not  done  with 
the  mala  mens. 

“That,  if  he  succeed  in  rebutting  it, 'the  state  must 
then  prove  express  malice  to  obtain  a verdict  of  guilty. 

“That  to  convict  for  libel,  it  requires  proof  of  criminal 
intent,  the  quo  animo  constituting  the  crime  in  this  as 
in  all  other  offences,  and  that  the  jury  being  judges  both 
of  the  law  and  the  fact,  will  find  a verdict  of  guilty  or 
not  guilty  as  to  them  shall  seem  right.” 

Brice,  chief  judge,  dissented,  and  filed  a written  opi- 
nion, in  which  the  testimony  offered  was  declared  to  be 
inadmissableby  the  common  law  and  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  courts  of  Maryland.’’ 

Mr.  David  Owen,  Mr.  Caleb  Owen,  Mr.  McKean 
and  the  rev.  Mr.  Purviance  were  then  examined  to 
show  how  Mr.  Breckenridge  obtained  the  information, 
upon  which  he  founded  the  publication  alleged  to  be 
libellous.  At  the  close  of  the  examination  of  Mr.  Pur- 
viance, Mr.  Schley,  as  consul  for  the  defence,  intimat- 
ed that  the  traverser  was  now  ready  to  go  before  the 
jury,  having,  as  he  said,  proved  all  that  he  thought  they 
were  called  on  to  prove.  But  Mr.  Richardson  was 
about  to  call  other  witnesses,  when  at  three  o’clock  the 
court  adjourned. 

The  jury  in  this  case  appeared  in  court  on  Thursday 
last, -soon  after  two  o’clock,  P-  M.  having  been  in  their 
room  since  the  preceding  afternoon.  On  being  asked 
for  their  verdict  the  foreman  informed  the  court  that 
they  had  not  agreed,  and  couid  not  agree.  Whereupon 
they  were  discharged  by  the  court.  It  is  understood 
that  the  jury  were  divided  as  follows — ten  for  acquital 
and  two  against  it.  It  is  not  yet  understood  we  believe, 
definitely,  whether  there  will  be  a new  trial.  [Airier. 

Death  of  gov.  Wolf.  The  Philadelphia  papers  of 
yesterday  announce  the  very  sudden  death  of  gover- 


nor Wolf,  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  He 
died  at  the  custom  house,  of  an  affection  of  the  heart. 

For  many  years  this  gentleman  has  ranked  among 
the  most  worthy,  useful  and  distinguished  of  citizens. 
Successful  in  his  early  professional  pursuits,  his  abili- 
ties and  integrity  found  a wider  field  as  a congressional 
representative,  and  then  he  passed  in  succession 
through  the  high  and  honorable  stations  of  governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  collector  of  the  customs. 

[Pennsylvanian,  March  17. 

Decision — relative  to  short  curves  in  rail  roads. 
The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  we  perceive 
has  confirmed  the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court  in  fa- 
vor of  James  Stimpson’s  improvement  in  making  short 
curves  or  turns  in  rail  roads.  The  utility  of  Mr.  Stimp- 
son’s patented  improvement  has,  we  believe,  never 
been  questioned,  and  it  has  been  brought  into  general 
use.  It  is  indeed  of  indispensable  necessity  to  rail 
roads  when  they  are  laid  down  in  towns  and  cities.  A 
judicial  decision  was  perhaps  necessary  to  confirm  the 
originality  and  authorship  of  the  invention;  and  that 
has  been  obtained  from  the  highest  tribunal  of  the 
country. — Mr.  Stimpson,  will  it  is  hoped,  now  enjoy 
without  interruption  the  fruits  of  his  ingenuity. 

[Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

Fire  at  Newark.  The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser 
of  Saturday  says:  For  the  mere  want  of  water,  some 
hundred  or  two  of  our  people  were  turned  out  of  doors 
last  night,  deprived  many  of  them,  of  the  means  of 
support,  and  one  of  the  busiest  districts  of  the  city  con- 
verted into  a black  and  desolate  waste.  The  fire  broke 
out  about  8 1-2  o’clock  in  Mechanic  street,  east  of  Mul- 
berry, in  the  neighborhood  near  which  is  the  rail  road 
depot,  in  the  rear  of  Mitchell  Gould’s  silver  plating  fac- 
tory. 

The  nominal  loss  is  nine  dwelling  houses  and  five 
shops-  Estimated  in  dollars  and  cents,  it  is  perhaps 
some  15  or  $20  000.  This  is  a small  matter  compared 
with  the  breaking  up  of  a whole  busy  neighborhood  in 
times  like  the  present,  the  total  suspension  of  a scene 
of  active  industry,  and  the  disheartening  disappoint- 
ment of  reasonable  hopes  in  a season  of  general  dis- 
may. 

Lace.  It  is  said  that  more  than  two  hundred  per- 
sons were  employed  from  March  to  -November,  1839, 
in  making  the  lace  worn  by  Victoria  at  her  marriage. 

“The  lace  which  formed  the  flounce  of  the  dress 
measured  tour  yards,  and  is  three-quarters  of  a yard 
in  depth.  The  pattern  is  a rich  and  exquisitely  taste- 
ful design,  drawn  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  sur- 
passes any  thing  that  has  ever  been  executed  either  in 
England  or  in  Brussels.  So  anxious  was  the  manu- 
facturer that  her  majesty  should  have  a dress  perfectly 
unique,  that  he  has  since  the  completion  of  the  laces 
destroyed  all  the  designs.  The  veil,  which  is  of  the 
same  material,  and  is  made  to  correspond,  afforded 
employment  to  the  poor  lace  workers  for  more  than 
six  weeks.  It  is  a yard  and  a half  square. 

Medical  colleges.  The  following  article,  which 
we  cut  from  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle,  will  show  how 
rapidly  doctors  are  being  manufactured.  In  addition 
to  this  list,  it  should  be  remembered  that  a great  many 
are  made  in  shops  of  physicians,  and  sent  into_the 
world,  to  kill  or  cure,  as  chance  may  direct,  who  never 
received  the  finishing  polish  of  a medical  school. 

Having  made  some  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  students,  this  season,  in  several  of  the  medical 
schools  ot  the  United  States,  the  following  is  the  result: 
Medical  college  of  Ohio,  120 

Louisville  Medical  institute,  201 

Lexington  Medical  school,  247 

There  are  in  Cincinnati,  this  winter,  ninety-four 
fewer  students  than  during  the  last.  In  Louisville, 
there  is  an  increase  ot  eighty-one,  over  last  winter,  and 
in  Lexington  of  thirty-six.  Last  year,  Cincinnati  had 
three  more  pupils  than  Lexington,  and  ninety-four 
more  than  Louisville.  This  winter,  Lexington  has  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  and  Louisville  eighty-one 
more  than  Cincinnati. 

In  the  Medical  school  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  there  is 
a class  of  about  250.  In  Richmond,  Charlottesville, 
and  Baltimore,  the  classes  are  very  small.  In  Phila- 
delphia there  are  620  students.  Or  these,  430  are  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  140  in  the  Jefferson 
college,  and  50  in  the  Pennsylvania  college.  In  New 
York  there  are  about  100.  From  the  schools  in  the 
interior  of  New  York  and  in  the  New  England  states, 
we  have  no  information. 

Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  it  would  seem,  are 
educating  nearly  as  many  medical  students  as  all  the 
other  states  of  the  union. 

Robert  Lenox’s  estate.  The  New  York  Express 
says  that  the  estate  of  the  late  Robert  Lenox  is  decided- 
ly the  largest  ever  left  by  any  individual  in  that  city. 
The  personal  estate  alone,  without  counting  a doubtful 
claim,  and  consisting  mostly  of  bonds  and  mortgages 
on  property  in  that  city,  amounts  to  $2,443,566  85,  or 
nearly  two  and  a halt  millions.  The  whole  property 
is  over  three  millions.  By  his  will,  his  son  will  receive, 
it  is  believed,  over  two  millions,  and  each  of  his  daugh- 
ters about  a hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  immense 
estate  was  accumulated  by  the  industry  of  one  man, 
and  that  too,  without  ever  taking  a dollar  over  lawful 
interest. 

Manhattan  bank.  The  New  York  papers  men- 
tion that  Maltby  Ghslston,  esq.  president,  and  Robert 
White,  esq.  cashier,  of  the  Manhattan  bank,  have 


resigned  their  offices.  It  is  also  stated  that  John  G. 
Coster,  esq.  one  of  the  directors,  has  tendered  his  re- 
signation. 

Mail  robbery.  The  mail  coach  from  the  east, 
which  left  Cincinnati  on  the  9th  instant,  was  slopped 
by  two  men,  about  12  o’clock  the  same  night,  about 
three  miles  east  of  Springfield,  (Ohio),  and  the  Cin- 
cinati  mail  bag  taken  out.  The  Columbus,  (Ohio), 
Journal,  received  this  morning,  says:  “There  was  no 
other  person  with  the  coach  but  the  driver-  One  of  the 
robbers  put  a pistol  to  his  breast  and  forced  him  to  halt 
his  team,  while  the  other  broke  open  the  coach  and 
abducted  the  Cincinnati  letter  bag.  This  was  the  only 
bag  taken.  As  soon  as  the  driver  was  at  liberty  he 
put  his  horses  to  their  full  speed,  and  gave  the  alarm 
at  his  first  stopping  place.  A deligent  search,  we  un- 
derstand, was  immediately  commenced  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.” 

The  mail  from  the  Baltimore  post  office  for  Wil- 
mington and  Delaware  state,  reported  to  have  been 
lost  or  stolen  betwen  Elkton  and  Newark,  has  been 
recovered.  [Patriot  March  14. 

New  currency.  A great  portion  of  the  drafts  now 
drawn  on  Philadelphia  are  made  payable  “in  bank 
checks  marked  good.’’  [N.  Y.  Jour.  Com.  - , 

Riot  in  Philadelphia.  The  United  States  Gazette  , 
of  the  13th  ultimo,  has  the  following  article — For  se- 
veral days  past,  the  opposition  of  the  residents  and 
others  on  and  about  the  line  of  the  projected  continua- 
tion of  the  Trenton  rail  road,  has  been  manifested  in 
serious  direct  attempts  to  impede  the  progress  of  the 
workmen;  but  yesterday  the  efforts  of  the  assembled 
multitude  reached  to  an  alarming  height. 

The  operations  of  the  laborers  were  destroyed  as 
soon  as  completed — the  wooden  cross  pieces  and  the 
rails  were  torn  up,  and  flung  away,  immediately  as  the 
workmen  would  leave  them;  while  some  of  the  hands 
in  the  employ  of  the  company  were  digging  holes  for 
the  foundation  of  certain  works,  the  multitude  were 
following  repaving  what  had  been  torn  up;  farther  on, 
up  Front  street,  some  fighting  was  going  on;  and,  in- 
deed, the  feeling  of  opposition  seemed  to  be  so  general 
that  even  women,  forgetting  their  sex  and  sphere,  were 
taking  part,  and'  in  tne  course  of  the  day,  stoned  one 
or  two  of  the  prominent  operatives  on  the  part  of  the 
company. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  rail  road  company  to  lay  a 
single  track  along  Front  street,  from  the  turn  of  their 
road  down  Maiden  street,  to  their  depot  in  the  upper 
part  ot  Kensington;  and  the  matter  has  just  been  fully 
argued  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  decided  in 
favor  of  the  company.  Those  opposed  appealed  to 
the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania;  but  the  company 
have  not  been  inclined  to  abide  so  many  delays;  and 
this  is  one  ereat  cause  of  the  prevailing  excitement. 

Sheriff  Fitler,  with  a large  posse,  was  on  the  ground, 
and  made  many  arrests. 

23”Since  the  above  was  written,  we  learn  that  the 
numbers  of  the  multitude  had  not  only  greatly  increas- 
ed, but  that,  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  last  night, 
they  collected  together  most  of  the  cross  pieces  and 
other  lumber,  which  had  been  left  thereabout,  and  set 
fire  to  the  pile  which  these  together  made.  Attracted 
by  the  light,  the  “Northern  Liberty  house  company’  ’ 
repaired  thither,  but  were  received  with  such  demon- 
strations as  to  cause  them,  for  the  preservation  of  their 
apparatus,  to  retire  from  the  scene.  Further  outrages 
were  loudly  threatened.  V 

The  last  accounts  from  Philadelphia,  state — The  dif- 
ficulty has  been  temporarily  adjusted — the  parties 
agreeing  to  await  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court. 

Self-adjusting  switch.  A Mr.  La  Rue,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, has  invented  a self-adjusting  switch  for  rail 
roads,  which  promises  to  answer  a very  useful  pur- 
pose. The  object  of  it  is  to  render  unnecessary  the 
services  of  the  numerous  individuals  who,  under  the 
presentxsystem,  are  employed  in  turning  and  adjusting 
the  switches  for  the  passage  of  the  cars.  The  princi- 
ple of  this  new  contrivance  embraces  a lever  on  the 
road,  which  is  operated  upon  by  a stationary  power 
attached  to  the  locomotive.  No  manual  labor  is  ne- 
cessary; and  whatever  point  or  position  the  switch 
may  be  on,  on  the  arrival  of  the  cars,  it  is  by  this  con- 
trivance removed  to  the  proper  position,  and  without 
the  slightest  difficulty  or  delay. 

Wilmington  rail  road.  The  Charleston  Patriot  of 
Monday  says:  We  understand  that  the  whole  line  of 
the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  is  completed. 
The  passengers  wdio  arrived  this  morning  in  the  Van- 
derbilt came  entirely  through. 

Rev.  John  Wesley.  The  rev.  Mr.  Filmore,  at  the 
centenary  of  Methodism,  in  Providence,  stated  that 
the  rev.  John  Wesley  was  born  in  June  17th,  1703,  and 
died  March  2d,  1791,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  65  years  in  the  ministry,  and  52  an  itinerant  mi- 
nister. He  preached  during  52  years,  40  500  sermons, 
which  is  780  annually.  He  travelled  upwards  of  34,000 
miles;  and  gave  away  between  20  and  £30,000  al- 
though he  died  not  worth  ten  pounds  besides  his  wear- 
ing apparel.  He  rose  at  4 o’clock,  A.  M.  for  more  than 
60  years,  and  preached  at  5 o’clock  A.  M.  for  mote  than 
50  years. 

The  first  United  society  was  formed  in  1730.  The 
first  conference  w'as  held  in  London,  1774,  where  they 
had  six  preachers.  He  lived  to  see  in  the  kingdom  300 
itinerant  preachers,  1,000  local  preachers  and  80,000 
members.  In  zeal,  ministerial  labors  and  extensive 
usefulness,  he  was  superior  to  any  man  who  has  lived 
since  the  apostles. 
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8C?“To  make  room  for  the  insertion  of  the  majori- 
ty and  minority  reports  on  the  New  Jersey  contest- 
ed election,  in  to-days  paper,  we  have  been  obliged 
to  omit  several  other  articles,  which  we  have  in 
type.  The  minority  report,  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed, was  published  without  being  received  by  tbe 
house. 

OCJ-The  proceedings  of  congress,  commencing  on 
Tuesday  last,  on  the  treasury  note  bill,  which  will 
be  found  among  our  proceedings,  were  of  a most  ex- 
traordinary character.  The  National  Intelligencer 
of  Thursday,  in  speaking  of  them  says, 

“Our  readers  will  find,  in  the  preceding  columns, 
Some  account  of  the  most  extraordinary  sitting  that 
ever  took  place  of  the  house  of  representatives,  or 
perhaps  of  any  other  legislative  body  since  the  cre- 
ation. It  began  at  the  regular  hour  of  meeting  at 
12  o’clock  on  Tuesday,  and  continued,  without  in- 
termission all  that  day,  and  throughout  the  night 
following,  up  to  5 o’clock  last  evening,  comprising 
the  space  ot  twenty-nine  hours. 

“The  subject  was  the  bill  for  an  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes,  and  the  struggle  appears  to  have  been 
between  the  whigs,  who  desired  to  be  heard  upon 
it,  and  the  friends  of  the  administration,  who  de- 
sired to  force  the  bill  out  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  control  of  the 
previous  question,  by  which  the  debate  might  be 
stopped,  and  the  bill  put  on  its  passage. 

“All  parties  were  probably  thoroughly  wearied  of 
the  contest  before  it  ended,  but  the  whigs  appeared 
to  have  got  the  best  of  it,  for  tbe  house  at  last  ad- 
journed, after  so  long  a contest,  without  taking  the 
bill  out  of  the  committee  of  the  whole;  with  the 
understanding,  however,  on  all  hands  (we  hear) 
that  the  bill  is  to  be  finally  acted  upon  to-dav  ” 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

We  continue  our  extracts  of  the  foreign  news 
brought  by  the  late  arrival  of  the  Britisti  Queen. 

ENGLAND. 

Upon  a review  of  the  business  in  parliament  it 
appears  that  very  little  has  been  done  of  any  mo- 
ment. Ministers  were  defeated  upon  a proposition 
to  grant  a certain  pension,  and  there  are  other  in- 
dices of  their  weakness,  although  no  prospect  exists 
of  any  immediate  change.  It  is  said  that  lord  Mel- 
bourne is  to  be  created  a marquis  and  invested  with 
the  order  of  the  garter, — fresh  proofs,  if  an}’,  were 
wanting  of  the  queen’s  confidencein  thepremier. — 
The  navy  estimates  are  published,  and  the  new  se- 
cretary of  admiralty,  Mr.  O’Ferrall,  is  compliment- 
ed upon  the  report.  The  amount  required  for  the 
service  of  the  year  was  £5,659,051;  of  which, 
£3,957,561  was  for  the  effective,  £1,458,275  for 
the  non-effective  service,  and  £243,215  for  the 
otherdeparttnents.  The  increase  overthe  previous 
year  was  £461,000.  The  principal  items  of  excess 
were — for  payments  to  officers  and  men,  £60,000; 
provisions,  £50,000;  naval  stores,  £136,000;  new 
works  in  the  dockyards,  £70,000;  wages  to  ship- 
wrights, £60,000.  If  these  sums  were  voted,  Mr. 
O’Ferrall  said  he  could  assure  the  committee  that 
the  naval  department  would  be  put  in  a state  to 
meet  all  the  service  that  might  be  required  from  it. 

In  the  debate  which  followed,  several  members 
endeavored  to  show  that  in  point  of  fact  the  navy 
was  by  no  means  in  a state  of  efficiency  which  the 
government  asserted  it  to  be  in;  that  more  and  larger 
ships  were  required;  that  the  ships  in  service  were 
insufficiently  manned;  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  crippled  stale  of  the  navy,  foreign  commerce 
suffered  and  the  national  honor  had  been  tarnished. 
The  committee  of  supply  voted  that  35,165  men  be 
employed  for  the  sea  service  for  thirteen  lunar 
months,  to  the31stof  March,  1841,  including  9,000 
royal  marines  and  2,000  boys.” 

Sergeant  Tallourd’s  copy-right  bill  has  passed  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Pakington  of  the  house  of  commons  ascribed 
the  discontent  of  the  working  classes  to  their  con- 
sumption of  cheap  malt  liquors.  Mr.  Pakington’s 
intellect  must  be  on  a small  scale  if  he  imagine  that 
the  radical  ferments  of  England  will  cease  with  the 
ferment  of  small  beer. 

Notice  of  a motion  has  been  given  to  abolish  all 
capital  punishments  except  for  murder. 

The  news  of  a commercial  and  financial  charac- 
ter will  not  tend  to  cheer  the  interested.  Under  the 
proper  heads  the  state  of  the  markets  is  given  in 
full. 

The  London  papers  announce  the  American  mi- 
nister, Mr.  Stevenson,  transacted  business  at  the 
foreign  office  on  the  26th  Feb. 

The  amount  voted  by  parliamentfor  the  ordnance 
department  this  year,  is  1,885,000?.  an  increase  over 
the  appropriation  last  year  of  152,760?. 

The  United  States  bank  loan  was  quoted  in  Paris 
on  the  27th  at  983,  a decline  of  a half  per  cent. 

The  directors  of  the  Birmingham  Borough  bank 
have  issued  a notice  declaring  themselves  under  the 
“painful  necessity”  of  suspending  its  payments. 
The  Birmingham  Advertiser  says  that  though  the 
shareholders  may  incur  considerable  loss,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  all  demands  upon  the 
bank  will  ultimately  be  met  to  the  uttermost  farth- 
ing. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  has  determined 
to  bring,  without  delay,  the  whole  system  of  bank- 
ing throughout  the  country  before  parliament.  He 
has  given  notice  for  a “committee  to  inquire  into 
the  effects  produced  on  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  various  banking  establishments  issuing 
notes  payable  on  demand. 

The  Mandarin,  convict  ship,  with  Frost,  Jones, 
and  Williams,  the  chartists,  on  board,  had  sailed 
for  New  South  Wales,  but  put  into  Falmouth  about 
the  26th,  in  distress. 

Three  New  York  and  London  packets  left  Ports- 
mouth during  the  week  ending  the  22d  Feb.  the 
Ontario,  tbe  Westminster  and  the  St.  James. 

The  President  steam  ship  arrived  at  Liverpool 
on  the  21st  from  London,  under  canvass.  She  is 
to  make  her  first  trip  to  New  York,  and  is  intended 
to  run  as  a regular  packet  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool  in  conjunction  with  the  British  Queen. 

Owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  ice  in  the  Elbe, 
the  navigation  was  interrupted,  and  prevented  the 


ships  from  sailing,  but  near  Stade  there  was  but 
little  floating  ice,  and  the  passage  between  Ham- 
burg and  Harbourg  remained  open.  Tbe  Hamburg 
papers  do  not  contain  any  news  of  importance. 

At  Dantzic  there  has  been  a great  inundation. — 
The  Vistula  being  darned  up  by  the  ice,  the  floods, 
about  four  miles  from  the  city,  broke  through  the 
land  and  made  a short  cut  of  about  ten  miles  in  the 
river. 

American  stocks,  Feb.  28.  Alabama  £ sterling 
fives,  81;  Indiana  do.  82;  Illinois  sixes,  82;  Louisi- 
ana fives,  1844-52,  87;  Maryland  fives  £ sterling, 
84  a 85;  New  York  fives,  86£  a 87;  Ohio  sixes,  89 
a 90;  Pennsylvania  fives,  76^;  United  States  bank 
shares,  £15;  do.  do.  debentures,  99  a 99J;  New 
York  city  fives,  80. 

General  average  of  wheat  for  the  week  ending 
Feb.  21st,  65s.  10d.;  average  for  six  weeks, 65s.  5d. 
duty  21s.  8d. 

Ministers  have  promised  to  lay  before  parlia- 
ment all  the  papers  relative  to  China  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  following  is  the  outline  of  a treaty  pre- 
sented by  the  London  East  India  and  China  associ- 
ation to  lord  Palmerston,  as  the  basis  of  that  which 
they  wish  him  to  make  with  the  Chinese. 

“That  a commercial  treaty  be  obtained  permit- 
ting— 1st,  admission,  not  only  at  Canton,  but  at 
other  ports  to  the  northward,  near  the  silk  and  tea 
districts;  2d,  trade  with  the  natives  generally,  but 
if  limited  to  the  hongs,  the  Chinese  government  to 
guarantee  their  solvency;  3d,  that  the  British  sub- 
jects in  China  shall  not  be  treated  by  the  govern- 
ment as  inferiors,  but  left  free  to  possess  warehous- 
es, have  their  families  with  them,  and  be  protected 
from  insult  by  the  Chinese  laws;  4th,  that  a tariff 
of  duties  be  fixed  on  by  both  government;  5th,  that 
the  queen’s  representative,  as  superintendent  of 
trade,  be  allowed  direet  communication  with  the 
emperor,  his  minster,  and  the  local  authorities,  and 
also  to  reside  at  Pekin,  or  a given  port;  6th,  that  in 
case  of  an  infraction  of  Chinese  law,  each  Britisti 
subject  shall  only  be  responsible  lor  his  own  acts; 
and  that  the  innocent  shall  not  be  confounded  with 
the  guilty;  7th,  that  in  case  of  arefusal  by  the  Chi- 
nese to  open  their  ports  generally,  the  grant  of  an 
island  be  obtained  (by  purchase  or  otherwise)  for 
the  establishment  of  a British  factory. 

London,  Feb.  21.  Some  indignation  seems  to 
have  been  excited  in  the  city  by  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Labouchere  in  his  letter  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  East  India  and  China  Association, 
“That  tea  water-borne  at  Canton  is  held  to  be  im- 
ported from  China.”  As  this  is  considered  to  im-, 
ply  that  tea  brought  from  the  port  of  Canton  in 
American  vessels  can  legally  be  reshipped,  and 
brought  here  for  home  consumption,  it  is  by  some 
regarded  in  so  serious  a light  that  they  think  it 
compromises  the  very  existence  of  British  shipping, 
and  completely  sacrifices  us  to  America. 

The  profit  on  opium-smuggling  is  so  great  that 
the  trade  must  go  on  at  all  risks.  According  to 
the  Singapore  Free  Press— “Opium  now  is  in 
greater  demand  than  ever,  both  at  Hong  Kong  and 
on  the  coast  particularly  Malwa.  Sales  were  be- 
ing tnade  at  950  to  1,000  dollars,  and  in  some  parts 
of  the  coast  at  1,200  to  1,300  dollars;  but  this  state 
of  things  cannot  last  long.  Captain  Elliott  has 
taken  steps  to  prevent  opium  ships  remaining  at 
Hong  Kong  more  than  six  hours;  which  of  course 
drives  them  to  tbe  coast  for  a market.  At  Manilla, 
the  drug  has  been  in  good  demand  at  450  dollars,  and 
from  all  accounts  this  rate  is  likely  to  be  maintained. 
All  parties  that  sent  opium  from  this  within  the 
last  three  months  to  China,  have  received  their 
account-sales,  all  exhibiting  in  most  cases  100  per 
cent,  and  none  less  than  230  dollars  per  chest  profit. 
Much  depends  upon  the  intention  of  the  company 
in  respect  to  the  sales  for  next  year. 

Another  letter  shows  how  very  reasonable  are 
the  Chinese  commissioner’s  suspicions  that  the 
opium  trade  is  still  carried  on  with  the  sanction  of 
the  British  superintendent- — 

“The  opium  trade,  as  was  anticipated,  is  con- 
ducted along  the  coast,  and  among  the  islands,  by 
small  armed  vessels;  and  their  arrival  and  depar- 
ture from  here  (Hong  Kong)  every  day,  leading 
the  Mandarins  lo  believe  the  business  is  sanctioned 
by  the  only  authorities  recognized,  fully  warrant 
any  forcible  measures. 

“I  have  always  considered  the  Chinese  policy 
peaceable,  but  their  late  success  may  induce  them 
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to  try  what  they  can  do  with  the  concentrated  force 
of  Canton.” 

From,  the  Court  Circular,  February  26 . 

The  queen  held  a court  yesterday  afternoon  at 
Buckingham  palace,  for  the  reception  of  addresses 
on  the  throne. 

The  members  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends 
having,  according  to  ancient  custom,  been  uncovered 
by  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  were  then  introduced  to 
the  presence  of  her  majesty  on  the  throne  and  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty  the  following  address: 

To  Victoria,  queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dominions  there- 
unto belonging. 

The  respectful  addresses  of  the  undersigned  mem- 
bers of  a meeting  appointed  to  represent  the  reli- 
gious society  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. 

May  it  please  the  queen. 

As  a Christian  and  loyal  body,  permit  us  on  the 
important  and  deeply  interesting  occasion  of  thy 
marriage,  to  convey  to  thee  the  renewed  assurance 
of  our  cordial  attachment  to  thy  person  and  govern- 
ment. 

The  institution  of  marriage  we  have  ever  regarded 
as  a divine  ordinance,  and  it  is  our  prayer  to  God 
that  his  blessing  may  richly  crown  thy  union,  and 
render  it  conducive  alike  to  thy  own  happiness  and 
the  welfare  of  thy  people. 

It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  we  anticipate 
thy  future  happiness  in  this  union,  and  earnest  are 
our  desires  for  thee  and  for  thy  consort,  that,  walk- 
ing in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  your  example  may  be 
so  ordered  in  all  things  by  that  wisdom  which  is 
from  above,  as  powerfully  to  promote  the  course  of 
true  religion  and  virtue  throughout  the  land. 

The  real  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country  is  an 
object  dear  to  our  hearts,  and  under  this  feeling  we 
would  express  our  belief  that  in  proportion  as  pure 
practical  Christianity  is  permitted  to  sway  thy  coun- 
sels and  is  promoted  among  thy  subjects,  wiii  their 
prosperity  be  most  effectually  advanced,  social  or- 
der maintained,  and  thy  throne  established  in  the 
affections  of  thy  people. 

May  He,  by  whom  kings  reign  and  princes  decree 
justice,  bless  thee,  O queen,  and  increasingly  make 
thee  a blessing  to  thy  own  and  to  surrounding  na- 
tions, and  mayestthouat  (he  end  of  thy  days,  through 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour,  be 
received  into  everlasting  glory.” 

Her  majesty  returned  the  following  most  gra- 
cious answer: 

I earnestly  join  in  your  prayers  for  the  welfare 
c'f  my  people,  and  acknowledge  with  thanks  your 
interest  for  my  own  happiness,  which  is  insepara- 
bly connected  with  the  subject  of  your  congratula- 
tions. 

I feel  with  you  that  the  prosperity  of  nations  is 
most  C(^actually  secured  by  observing  the  precepts 
and  cherishing  ?be  benevolent  spirit  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion. 

His  royal  highness  prince  Albert,  during  the  pre- 
sentation of  these  addresses,  stood  by  the  side  of 
the  queen;  and  near  her  majesty,  by  the  throne, 
were  the  mistress  of  the  robes,  the  duchess  of  Bed- 
ford, lady  in  waiting,  the  lord  Chamberlain,  and  the 
master  of  the  horse. 

Her  Majesty  was  attended  by  the  following  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury, 
the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  and 
the  chief  commissioner  of  the  woods  and  forests. 

Mer  majesty's  honorable  corps  of  gentlemen  at 
arms,  commanded  by  their  lieutenant,  the  honorable 
sir  E.  Butler,  lined  the  throne  room, 

FRANCE. 

An  extraordinary  express  from  Paris  brings  the 
important  intelligence  of  the  resignation  of  the 
French  ministry,  in  consequence  of  a signal  defeat 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  question  of  the 
“dotation”  for  the  king’s  son.  The  deputies,  by  a 
majority  of  226  to  200,  refused  even  to  consider  the 
ministerial  proposition.  They  voted  against  dis- 
cussing “the  paragraphs  of  the  bill.”  The  cham- 
ber adjourned  immediatly  after  the  vote;  and  the 
ministers  went  directly  with  their  resignations  to 
the  king.  Louis  Phillippe,  who  is  said  to  have 
been  “furious,”  accepted  the  resignations,  and  sent 
for  the  duke  de  Broglie.  The  funds  fell,  and  Paris 
was  in  a state  of  great  excitement.  The  vote  was 
considered  a severe  blow  upon  the  Orleans  dynasty. 

The  French  ministry.  A postscript  in  a Paris 
letter  in  the  New  York  Courier  says: 

The  great  probability  is,  that  this  night  the  Moni- 
teur  Parisian  will  announce  the  formation  of  a 
ministry,  of  which  M.  Thiers,  as  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  and  president  of  the  council,  will  be 
the°head.  For  the  others  you  care  nothing.  They 
will  be  Cubieres,  Remusat,  Palet  de  la  Lozere,  J. 
Vivien,  &c.  The  Thiers  ministry  will  be  a strong 
one,  but  it  is  one  forced  on  the  king. 


The  Reparateur  de  Lyons  announces  the  failure 
of  a commercial  house  in  that  city  for  the  sum 
l,500,000f. 

The  subscriptions  for  the  establishment  of  a steam 
communication  between  Marseilles  the  West  In- 
dies and  New  Orleans,  amounted  on  the  I4th  to 
1,284,000  francs. 

Several  members  of  Napolean’s  family  are  at  pre- 
sent in  London.  On  Tuesday,  prince  Louis  Napo- 
leon entertained  at  dinner  in  Carolton  Gardens  his 
two  uncles,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  ex-king  of  Spain, 
and  Jerome  Bonaparte,  ex- king  of  Westphalia,  and 
his  cousin,  prince  Lucien  Murat,  son  of  Murat,  ex- 
king  of  Naples.  The  other  guests  were  several  dis- 
tinguished officers  of  the  French  army  under  Napo- 
leon. [ Morning  Post. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  and  Nemours  quitted  Paris 
on  Monday  night  for  Brussels,  where  the  bride  of 
the  latter  and  her  father  have  arrived. 

Paris,  Feb.  27. — Half  past  three.  There  has 
been  a fair  quantity  of  business.  For  the  account 
the  three  per  cents,  opened  at  82f.  25c.  and  closed 
at  821.  40c.  The  five  per  cents,  opened  at  113f.  45c. 
and  closed  at  113f.  65c.;  both  have  thus  risen  20c. — 
For  money  the  three  per  cenls.  are  10c.  and  the 
five  per  cents.  15c.  higher.  The  bank  of  France 
shares  are  JOf.  lower.  The  Laffitte  bank  l,000f. 
shares  are  2f.  50c.  higher.  The  Belgian  bank  shares 
unaltered  and  the  United  States  bank  loans  has  de- 
clined J per  cent. 

SPAIN. 

The  session  of  the  cortes  was  opened  by  the 
queen  regent,  accompanied  by  her  daughter  Isa- 
bell  II,  on  the  18th  inst.  After  congratulating  the 
cortes  and  the  country  on  the  friendly  feeling  which 
exists  between  Spain  and  the  powers  which  were 
parties  to  the  quadruple  alliance,  the  speech  al- 
ludes to  the  military  operations  now  pending. 

“The  greatest  portion  of  our  military  forces  now 
concentrated  in  Lower  Arragon,  is  preparing  for 
new  triumphs,  which  I confidently  expect  from 
their  valor  and  discipline,  as  well  as  from  the  in- 
trepidity of  their  general-in-chief.  In  the  mean- 
while the  provinces  of  Gallicia,  Toledo  and  Ciudad 
Real  are  pacified,  and  if,  to  my  great  regret,  others 
do  not  enjoy  the  same  blessing,  my  government  has 
devised  the  measures  necessary  for  the  attainment 
of  that  so  desired  result.  After  a disastrous  war  of 
seven  years,  the  finances  are  not  in  so  prosperous 
a condition  as  might  be  wished.  We  still  possess 
it  is  true,  immense  resources,  sufficient  to  retrieve 
the  credit  of  the  nation,  and  to  leave  unimpaired 
its  good  faith,  which  never  belied  itself.  My  go- 
vernment will  shortly  present  to  you  the  budget 
and  other  bills  deemed  indispensible  and  urgent  for 
regulating  the  administration,  promoting  the  pro- 
gress of  public  wealth  and  relieving  the  creditors 
of  the  state  both  domestic  and  foreign;  and  recon- 
ciling at  the  same  time  all  those  laws  with  the 
principle  of  rigorous  economy,  which  our  position 
makes  it  imperative  for  us  to  follow.” 

The  queen  next  directs  the  attention  of  the  cortes 
to  various  projects  of  law  for  giving  additional  se- 
curity to  private  property,  and  to  the  preservation 
of  the  public  tranquillity;  suggestions,  also  for  im- 
provements in  the  electorial  law  in  the  municipal 
institutions  of  the  country;  and  other  objects  of 
national  interest  appear  in  the  speech.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  speech,  which  was  well  received, 
and  some  portions  of  it  applauded,  the  president 
of  the  council  announced  that  the  session  of  the 
cortes  for  1840  had  now  commenced. 

The  recent  military  manceuvres  are  of  little  im- 
portance. Espartera  was  investing  Segura,  and 
the  battering  train  had  arrived  before  the  walls. 
The  Carlist  general  Cabrera,  who  was  reported  as 
dead,  is  convalescent.  He  will  not  defend  Segara, 
believing  the  loss  of  that  post  of  little  consequence. 

CHINA. 

We  find  in  the  New  York  Express  of  yesterday, 
(he  following  information  from  China: 

Captain  Western  of  the  ship  Morea,  arrived  last 
night  from  Macao,  8th  November.  He  informs  that 
on  the  day  of  his  sailing  new3  reached  that  place 
from  Canton  that  the  trade  with  all  nations  had  been 
stopped  by  the  Chinese  government.  A vessel 
belonging  to  Macao  had  just  arrived  from  Hanan 
Island,  the  captain  of  which  reported  that  an  Ame- 
rican brig  had  been  wrecked  at  that  place,  that  near 
the  wreck  he  saw  two  children  in  Chinese  clothes 
who  could  speak  English;  that  he  took  them  to  be 
Americans,  and  belonging  to  the  brig.  The  cap- 
tain further  states  that  the  children  pointed  out  their 
father  to  him,  who  had  been  made  a slave  of,  and 
had  a collar  on  his  neck! 

The  papers  by  the  Morea  are  no  later  than  those 
previously  received. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  after  men- 
tioning the  reports  of  captain  Western,  says — 


Though  such  information  was  no  doubt  given  to 
him,  for  our  part,  we  are  strongly  inclined  to  doubt 
its  correctness.  We  have  both  directly  and  by  the 
way  of  England,  intelligence  to  the  7th  of  the  same 
month;  therefore  as  late  as  he  could  possibly  bring, 
by  the  short  period  of  one  day,  and  at  that  time  the 
English  accounts  particularly,  speak  of  the  lucra- 
tive trade  carried  on  under  the  American  flag,  from 
which  they  were  debarred.  Indeed  it  seems  to 
have  been  the  policy  of  the  high  commissioner  Linn 
at  that  period,  to  encourage  the  American  trade, 
probably  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  ther  discontent 
which  would  naturally  arise  on  the  stoppage  of  all 
trade  whatever. 

From  the  New  York  Morning  Herald , Sunday  4 P.M. 

This  morning  early,  the  Navigator,  captain , 

was  announced  off'  the  Hook,  from  Canton,  with 
seventeen  days  later  from  the  Celestial  empire.  At 
nine  o’clock  we  despatched  one  of  the  fast  sailing 
clippers  of  our  commercial  marine,  and  by  them  we 
have  received  all  our  letters,  papers,  &.c.  in  great 
abundance. 

The  news  is  of  the  highest  imporlance.  The 
American  trade  still  continued  at  the  latest  dates. 
These  were  the  principal  causes  of  guards  up  and 
down  the  Canton  river. 

The  Navigator  left  Whampoa  November  24tb, 
1839,  and  Roon-koo  (near  Linton),  December  1st, 
passed  Java-head  December  20th;  December  24th 
in  the  China  sea  spoke  ship  Oneida,  Barrel,  from 
Singapore,  where  she  had  been  to  repair  damages 
sustained  in  a Typhoon;  on  the  17th  December 
parted  company  with  her  as  she  bore  up  lor  Anju 
Bay  to  procure  water. 

The  evening  before  the  Navigator  sailed  from 
Roon-koo,  letters  arrived  from  Canton,  stating  that 
the  Yum  Chac,  (Linn,  the  commissioners),  was  de- 
termined to  put  a stop  to  transhipping  of  British  pro- 
perty to  Canton,  under  the  flags  of  other  nations, 
as  has  been  hitherto  done,  and  urging  the  utmost 
despatch  in  loading  the  vessels  taken  up  for  freight 
to  Whampoa,  as  there  was  great  danger  that  they 
would  be  shut  out  of  the  Bouge  in  a week.  It  was 
the  general  opinion  that  an  entire  stoppage  to  the 
foreign  trade  would  again  take  place  ere  long. 

After  the  battle  between  the  Chinese  and  the 
British  at  the  Bogue,  the  troops  of  the  latter  went 
to  Macao,  and  took  away  all  the  British  residents. 
The  Chinese  admiral  had  died  of  his  wounds.  The 
commissioner,  Linn,  had  sent  an  express  to  Pekin, 
with  an  account  of  the  battle,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  the  orders  of  the  Europeans  for  future 
operation. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

From  Rio  Janeiro.  We  learn  from  captain  Cush- 
ing, of  the  ship  Steiglifz,  arrived  last  night  from 
1 Rio  Janeiro,  that  the  U.  S.  ship  Relief,  from  the 
Pacific  ocean,  was  going  into  Rio  when  capt.  C. 
left.  Capt.  C.  also  states  that  advices  from  Monte- 
video to  the  4lh  January  had  been  received  at  Rio, 
announcing  the  defeat  of  the  Buenos  Ayres  army 
by  the  Montevideans;  and  that  negotiations  had 
been  commenced  by  the  French  admiral,  who  had 
refused  the  mediation  of  the  British  ministers. 

[N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

MEXICO. 

The  Mexican  consul  at  Havana,  had  published  a 
notice  on  the  17th  ult.  rescinding  the  decree  of  May 
last,  in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  provisions  into 
the  port  of  Matamoras.  In  future,  the  following 
articles  only  will  be  admitted  into  that  port  on  pay- 
ing a duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  viz:  flour, 
rice,  sugar,  chocolate,  coffee,  red  pepper,  barley, 
every  kind  of  forage,  meat,  (salted  and  smoked), 
bread,  beans,  corn  and  all  the  necessary  articles  for 
the  army. 

An  arrival  at  New  Orleans  from  Matamoras, 
brings  accounts  to  the  25th  of  February.  Little, 
however,  has  transpired  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
Mexican  troops.  The  garrison  at  Matamoras  had 
been  reinforced,  and  then  consisted  of  about  two 
thousand  men.  Nothing  is  mentioned  about  the  ad- 
vance of  the  other  troops  which  were  said  to  be  on 
their  march  from  the  interior  of  Mexico  to  attack 
Texas. 

From  Mexico,  we  learn  that  the  late  worthy  re- 
i presentative  of  her  Catholic  majesty  in  this  country, 
Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  has  been  received 
' in  the  same  official  capacity  in  Mexico  in  the  most 
i enthusiastic  and  flattering  manner.  From  the  mo- 
: ment  of  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  most  distin- 
■ guished  attention  was  paid  him;  his  journey  to  the 
r capital  was  marked  by  greetings  from  all  quarters, 

I and  his  entre  into  the  capital  attended  by  an  escort 
of  horsemen  and  carriages  several  miles  in  length. 
. Serenades,  feles  and  bull-fights  were  given  in  his 
honor;  and  his  arrival,  in  short,  formed  an  epoch, 
- in  which  party  feuds  were  forgotten,  and  gaiety  and 
good  humor  prevailed.  [ National  Intelligencer. 
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TEXAS. 

The  steam  packet  New  York,  captain  Wright, 
arrived  yesterday  from  Galveston,  making  the  trip 
in  36  hours.  She  brought  39  cabin  and  36  deck 
passengers. 

The  intelligence  brought  by  the  New  York  i3  not 
very  important. 

Emigrants  are  still  flocking  into  the  country,  and 
the  settlers  were  extending  their  locations  to  the 
northern  and  western  frontiers. 

The  Americans  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
federal  cause,  are  said  to  have  returned. 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  a private 
letter  dated  at  Galveston  on  the  3rd  inst. 

“It  is  said  that  the  Mexicans  are  coming  again, 
and  to-day  the  Galvestonians  are  to  be  drafted.  We 
are  not  at  all  alarmed.  Time  has  taught  Felisola  to 
look  out  when  he  gets  into  Texas.  1 cannot  be- 
lieve they  will  venture  further  than  the  Rio  Grande, 
if  they  come  at  all.  Eight  thousand  men  cannot 
conquer  Texas.  Felisola  knows  better.” 

A public  dinner  has  been  given  to  gen.  Samuel 
Houston  by  the  citizens  of  Galveston.  [N.  O.  Pic. 

The  papers  received  by  the  steampacket  New 
York,  are  not  so  late  by  several  days,  as  the  date  of 
her  departure.  They  contain  very  little  of  novelty 
or  interest.  The  arrival  of  the  brig  Fils  Unique  is 
mentioned,  in  fifty-five  days  from  Marseilles,  with 
assorted  cargo  of  wines,  brandy,  fruit,  &c.  On  her 
manifest,  were  twelve  packages  of  vine  cuttings, 
and  eighteen  of  trees.  Texas  is  said  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  the  grape — and  it  would 
seem  as  if  an  experiment  was  about  to  be  made  in 
raising  vineyards.  The  Fils  Unique  is  the  first 
vessel  direct  from  France,  that  has  arrived  at  Gal- 
veston. 

There  is  nothing  additional  reported  respecting 
the  movements  of  the  federalists.  The  rumors  are 
the  same  as  those  received  some  time  ago.  Seve- 
ral persons  had  come  in  direct  from  the  Rio  Grande. 
Their  story  is,  that  while  the  federalist  army  was 
encamped  before  Monterey,  after  its  retreat  from 
Matamoras,  Canales,  the  leader,  received  informa- 
tion of  the  approach  of  seventeen  hundred  centra- 
lists. He  immediately  ordered  a retreat.  The 
Mexicans  deserted  in  great  numbers;  but  as  many 
as  could  be  kept  together,  crossed  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  Texans,  disgusted  with  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing operations,  were  about  returning  home.  As  to 
the  degree  of  credit  that  is  due  to  those  flying  re- 
ports, much  doubt  exists.  Before  any  correct 
opinion  can  be  formed,  further  advices  must  be 
awaited.  [W.  O.  Bulletin. 

Galveston  dates  to  the  25th  ult.  have  been  receiv- 
ed at  New  Orleans.  The  cause  of  temperance 
was  making  progress  in  the  new  republic. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president — By  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Samuel  McRoberts,  of  Illinois,  to  be  solicitor  of 
the  general  land  office,  in  the  place  of  Matthew 
Birchard,  appointed  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

James  S.  Green,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  from  the  13th  day  of  January,  1840* 
when  his  former  commission  expired. 

John  F.  Bacon,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Pro- 
vidence in  the  place  of  George  Huyler. 

Harmanus  Bleecher,  of  New  York,  to  be  charge 
d’affaires  of  the  United  States  to  the  Netherlands. 

George  H.  Flood,  of  Ohio,  to  be  charge  d’affaires 
of  the  United  States  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  in  the 
place  of  Alcee  Labranche,  resigned. 

Henry  Ledyard,  of  New  York,  to  be  secretary  of 
the  legation  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 

Horace  C.  Cammack,  to  be  treasurer  of  the  branch 
mint  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans. 

Joseph  M.  Kennedy,  to  be  superintendent  of  the 
branch  mint  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans. 

John  L.  Riddel,  to  be  melter  and  refiner  at  the 
same  mint. 

Philos  B.  Tyler,  to  be  coiner  at  the  same  mint. 

Isaac  H.  Bronson,  pf  New  York,  to  be  judge  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Flori- 
da, for  the  term  of  four  years,  in  the  place  of  Robert 
R.  Reid,  appointed  governor  of  that  territory. 

Alfred  Balch,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  judge  of  the 
United  States  for  the  middle  district  of  Florida,  for 
the  term  of  four  years,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Ran- 
dall, whose  term  of  service  has  expired. 

James  S.  Green,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  Irom  the  18th  day  of  January,  1840, 
when  his  former  commission  expired. 

Thomas  Turner,  Charles  Scott,  Henry  Naylor 
Charles  J.  Nourse,  Joshua  Pierce,  Samuel  Smoot 
and  Henry  Howison,  to  be  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 


William  N.  Mills,  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
, the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
> lumbia. 

: Calvin  Blythe,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 

district  of  Philadelphia,  vice  George  Wolf,  deceased, 
t — 

The  president  has  recognized  Johan  Wilkelm 
1 Schmidt,  as  consul  of  the  dukedom  of  Baden,  for  the 
: state  of  New  York. 

The  chevalier  Pedro  Rodrigues  Fernandes  Chaves, 

: charge  d’affaires  of  the  emperor  of  Brazil,  present- 
ed, on  Tuesday,  his  credential  letters  to  the  secre- 
: tary  of  state,  and  was  introduced  in  his  official  cha- 
racter to  the  president. 

, Mr.  Amaral,  who  had  acted,  ad  interim , in  the 
: same  capacity,  at  the  same  time  took  leave  of  the 
» president  and  secretary  of  state.  [Globe. 

, ARMY. 

: Florida.  From  Middle’Florida,  we  learn,  on  the 

22d  ult.  that  a detachment  of  volunteers,  under  lieut. 

I Whedan  were  in  pursuit,  on  a fresh  trail  of  Indians, 
near  the  Calico  Hills,  in  the  vicinity  of  Magnolia. 

’ Suddenly  they  came  upon  a numerous  body  of  the 
r enemy,  and,  at  the  first  fire,  lieut.  Wheden  was 
killed.  His  men  retreated,  leaving  their  officer  on 
i the  field.  On  learning  the  intelligence,  a body  of 
regulars  were  sent  out  to  bring  the  body  in.  Lieut. 

' W.  has  left  a widow. 

, More  of  the  bloodhounds.  Accounts  from  St.  Au- 
i gustine  to  the  5th  instant  state,  that  the  bloodhounds 
are  carrying  on  the  war  with  energy  and  effect. — 
Information  from  Middle  Florida  states  that  two  of 
: the  dogs  followed  up  an  Indian  trail  recently,  and 
caught  one  Indian.  They  throttled  him,  threw  him 
down,  and  secured  him.  The  Indian,  on  being  re- 
; lieved  from  his  perilous  situation,  told  the  men  who 
had  charge  of  the  dogs,  to  keep  on  and  they  would 
find  more  Indians — which  it  is  said  they  did,  and 
captured  four  more.  The  latter  is  not  certain. — 
That  one  Indian  has  been  caught  by  means  of  dogs, 
is  certain. 

The  last  Tallahasse  Floridian  says:  “We  regret 
that  Mr.  Poinsett  has  taken  the  course  he  has  about 
the  dogs.  He  is  mistaken.  They  were  intended 
by  the  people,  at  whose  instance  governor  Call  im- 
ported them,  to  “ worry ” to  “hunt,”  to  “ bite ” to 
“tear  to  pieces,”  all  the  red  devils  they  can  catch.” 

Captain  Cotton,  with  60  recruits  from  New  Or- 
leans, reached  Little  Rock  on  the  14th  ult.  on  his 
way  to  Fort  Tovvson. 

NAVY. 

Promotions  in  the  navy. 

Commander  to  be  captain.  Thomas  M.  Newell, 
January  28,  1840. 

Lieutenant  to  be  commander.  Cornelius  K.  Strib- 
bling,  January  28,  1840. 

Passed  midshipmen  to  be  lieuts.  John  Rodgers, 
January  28,  1840;  John  B.  Marchand,  January  29, 

■ 1840;  Wm.  Rogers  Taylor,  February  10,  1840. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  Norfolk  Beacon,  of  Tues- 
day, gives  the  following  information,  which  was  de- 
rived from  lieut.  Kennon,  wdiose  arrival  from  the 
Pacific  and  landing  at  Old  Point  we  noticed  on 
Tuesday. 

Lieut.  K.  was  55  days  from  the  city  of  Lima, 
crossing  the  isthmus  in  17  hours  from  ocean  to  ocean, 
24  days  from  Chagres,  via  Kingston,  (Jam.)  and 
12  days  from  the  latter. 

Lieutenat  Kennon  took  passage  from  Kingston, 
(Jamaica)  in  the  Northumberland  bound  to  Balti- 
more, and  was  taken  off  by  a Hampton  pilot  boat. 
He  is  bearer  of  despatches  for  the  U.  S.  government, 
flora  Peru. 

Lieut.  K.  left  at  Lima,  the  U.  S.  frigate  Consitu- 
tion,  capt.  Turner,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of 
com.  Claxton.  Officers  and  crew  all  well. 

The  ship  St.  Louis,  commander  Forrest,  was  at 
Panama,  bound  to  the  Gulf  of  California. 

The  Falmouth,  commander  McKeever,  was  at 
Valparaiso,  to  sail  for  the  U.  States  15th  February. 

The  Lexington,  capt.  Clack,  was  at  Payta,  to  sail 
for  the  U.  S.  some  time  in  March.  Officers  and 
crews  of  the  ships  well. 

Flour  which  was  scarce,  was  selling  at  Lima 
when  lieut  Kennon  left,  at  $13  on  board. 

Commodore  Perry  is  to  superintend  and  command 
the  new  steam  frigate  now  building  at  the  navy 
yard,  New  York. 

We  learn  from  (he  New  York  American  that  the 
U.’  S.  ship  Decatur  sailed  from  that  port  on  Mon- 
day for  Brazil,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  com- 
modore Ridgely.  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
officers  attached  to  this  vessel. 

Commodore — Charles  G.  Ridgely,  commanding 
the  U.  States  naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Commander — Henry  W.  Ogden. 

Lieutenants — John  H.  Marshall,  Fitz  Allen  Deas, 
Samuel  Swartwout. 

Acting  master — William  S.  Swann. 


Purser — Thomas  P.  McBlair. 

Passed  assistant  surgeon — M.  G.  Delaney. 

Assistant  surgeon — James  B.  Gould. 

Commodore’s  secretary — Henry  J.  Willett. 

Chaplain — John  F.  Girard. 

Passed  midshipmen — A.  R.  Taliaferro,  Jno.  Hall. 

Midshipmen — Geo.  B.  Bissell,  Julius  S.  Bohrer, 
Samuel  Wilcox,  Sam.  A.  Miller,  Edward  Simpson. 

Commodore’s  clerk — George  P.  Stevenson. 

Captain’s  clerk — Charles  King,  jr. 

Gunner — Thomas  Dewey. 

Boatswain — Samuel  Drew. 

Carpenter — John  M.  Webb. 

This  fine  ship  was  fitted  out  at  the  Brooklyn 
navy  yard,  by  capt.  Stringham,  under  the  direction 
of  commodore  Ridgely.  She  was  built  after  the 
model  of  the  naval  constructor  at  the  Wallabouf. 
This  is  her  first  cruise;  and  the  American  addsthatshe 
is,  perhaps,  as  fine  a vessel  of  her  class  as  ever  went 
to  sea. 

1 The  N.  York  Courier  publishes  the  annexed  list  of 
officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  Enterprise, 
which  sailed  for  Brazil  on  Monday: 

Frank.  Ellery,  lieut.  commanding;  lieutenants  P. 
Drayton,  John  A.  Winslow’;  purser,  Edward  Bis- 
sell; surgeon,  Geo.  W.  Peter;  acting  master,  Francis 
B.  Renshaw;  passed  midshipmen,  James  F.  Arm- 
strong, Samuel  Pearce;  midshipmen,  N.  B.  Harri- 
sion,  Abner  Read,  Edward  A.  Hopkins. 

The  U.  S.  ship-of-war  Warren,  Stephen  B.  Wil- 
son, lieutenant  commanding,  anchored  off  the  S.  W. 
pass  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  25th  ult.  on  a ciuise, 
officers  and  crew  all  wrell.  She  is  last  from  Ha- 
vana via  Cape  Antonio.  On  the  23d,  the  Warren 
boarded  the  American  ship  Bazar,  of  Boston,  from 
Mobile,  for  Havre,  6 days  out. 

Charleston  a naval  station.  We  learn  from  the 
Southern  Patriot,  that  (he  navy  department  have  de- 
termined to  make  Charleston  a naval  station,  and 
have  appointed  capt.  Edward  R.  Shubrick  the  first, 
and  lieut.  Knight  the  second  officer  on  the  station. 

It  is  also  intimated  that  Charleston  is  to  be  made 
a navy  yard  for  the  repairing  of  small  vessels,  or 
such  sloops-of-war  as  can  come  into  its  waters. 
This,  a3  the  Patriot  remarks,  the  department  can 
do,  without  an  application  to  congress.  And  it  ex- 
presses the  opinion  that  “a  little  more  exertion  will 
procure  for  Charleston  the  advantage  of  a navy  yard 
for  construction.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Gov.  Everett's  declension  of  the  nomination , We 
make  t'ne  following  extract  from  governor  Everett’s 
able  le  tter  to  the  committee  appointed  to  inform  him 
of  his  re-nomination  for  the  office  of  governor  of 
Mas’ iachusetts. 

Were  it  in  my  power  to  accept  nominat;OD>  I 
sjiould  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  so,  whatever 
might  be  my  opinion  of  the  probable  result  of  the 
election.  Believing  the  choice  of  the  whig  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  governor,  next  November,  to 
be  as  sure  as  any  future  event  in  politics,  I could 
certainly  feel  no  wish  to  decline  the  nomination,  in 
consequence  of  the  result  of  the  last  election.  ’ It 
was,  however,  intimated  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  of 
March,  1839,  to  the  committee  of  last  year,  that  it 
was  my  desire  at  that  time,  to  decline  being’  a can- 
didate. Among  the  chief  causes  of  this  wish  w’as 
the  belief,  that  domestic  considerations  might  make 
it  very  desirable  for  me,  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
to  remove  my  family  to  a milder  climate.  Subsequent 
events  have  shown,  tue  justice  of  this  apprehension, 
and  Jjjade  it  my  duty,  as  a measure  of  precaution 
adopted  by  medical  advice,  in  reference  to  the 
health  of  one  of  my  family,  to  pass  the  next  win- 
ter in  the  south  of  Europe.  This  circumstance,  of 
course,  puts  it  out  of  my  powrnr  to  accept  the  no- 
mination with  which  I have  been  honored  by  the 
convention. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pennsylvania  bank  bill.  A committee  of  confer- 
ence has  been  appointed  by  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the  disagreement  of 
the  two  houses  touching  the  resumption  bill. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvements  of  the 
house  has  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  to 
the  amount  of  $3,139,000,  for  various  works.  The 
committee  recommend  that  this  amount  be  furnish- 
ed by  the  banks  in  a pro  rata  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  capital,  and  that  they  shall  also 
provide  for  the  interest  on  the  state  debt,  during 
the  ensuing  three  years;  those  concurring  in  this,  to 
have  until  the  1st  of  December  next  before  they 
shall  be  required  to  resume  specie  payments,  those 
not  concuriing,  to  resume  in  thirty  days. 

Pennsylvania,  her  governor  and  banks.  The  le- 
gislature did  not  form  a quorum  on  Thursday,  owing 
to  the  session  of  the  Van  Buren  convention,  then 
assembled  at  Harrisburg. 


52  NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  28,  1840— NEW  JERSEY  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 


That  body  adjourned  on  Thursday  evening,  hav- 
ing recommended  Martin  Van  Buren  and  R.  M. 
Johnson,  and  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  full  and  entire  confidence 
in  the  democracy  and  talents  of  our  excellent  go- 
vernor David  R.  Porter,  and  we  cordially  approve  of 
his  efforts,  thoroughly  to  reform  the  present  cor- 
rupt banking  system;  at  the  same  time  to  do  the 
least  possible  injury  to  the  public  credit  and  the 
interests  of  the  commonwealth  and  to  the  citizens; 
believing  that  the  principle  of  bank  reform  is  of  the 
utmost  and  most  essential  importance  and  necessity; 
but  that  the  delay  of  a brief  and  reasonable  period 
must  necessarily  take  place  before  the  functions  of 
healthy  action  in  the  body  politic  can  be  resumed. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  success  of  Martin 
Van  Buren  in  Pennsylvania,  essential  to  the  re- 
election  of  our  present  worthy,  honest  independent, 
democratic  governor,  David  R.  Porter. 

Resolved,  That  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania 
have  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  chief  magis- 
trate, governor  Porter,  and  that  they  have  not  only 
an  undiminished,  but  an  increased  confidence  in 
his  worth,  integrity  and  merits. 

A report  has  been  made  in  the  house  by  Mr. 
Flenniken,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
fully  considering  the  embarrassments  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  proposing  various  remedial  enact- 
ments. These  are,  briefly  as  follows: 

The  sale  of  the  bank  stock  belonging  to  the  state, 
and  the  motive  power  on  the  Columbia  rail  road, 
as  the  best  means  of  raising  money  to  pay  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  government  for  the  present 
year. 

Laying  a tax  upon  personal  property,  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  silver  plate,  in  value  over  $300 
— two  cents  per  dollar. 

On  gold  lever  watches,  $1  50  a piece  per  annum. 

Other  gold  watches  and  silver  levers,  $1. 

Other  silver  watches,  fifty  cents. 

On  all  salaries  and  emoluments  of  office,  one 
cent  per  dollar. 

On  notes,  bonds  and  stocks,  (except  those  of  the 
state)  and  debts  due  from  solvent  debtors,  money 
at  interest,  arid  ground  rents,  half  cent  per  dollar  - 

These,  together  with  a tax  on  brokers,  and  a re- 
venue from  some  other  sources,  are  estimated  to 
produce  the  annual  sum  of  $600,000. 

The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland  legislature.  Report  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  on  the  finances  of  the  state.  A 
pi  ess  of  other  matters  has  prevented  us  from  giving 
until  now  an  abstract  of  this  report,  containing  the 
committee’s  account  of  the  state’s  financial  affairs 
and  the  measures  recommended  for  meeting  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  responsibilities.  The  amount 
of  revenue  received  which  accrued  in  the  year 
ending  December  1st  1839,  was  $391,323  47. 
1 he  expenditures  for  game  year  am0untet£  to 
m io;  showing  an  excess  of  expenditures  to 
t'ne  amount  of  $240,565  01.  This  excess  was  paid 
in  part  out  of  the  state’s  portion  of  the  U.  States 
surplus  revenue,  put  out  on  special  deposite. 

The  estimated  revenue  of  the  current  year  is 
$311,258  34.  The  estimated  expenditures  for  the 
same,  including  $81,722  98,  the  balance  due  on 
account  to  December  1st  1839,  together  with  the 
additional  interest  due  on  the  public  debt,  amount 
to  $867,645  72.  The  estimated  excess  of  expendi- 
tures for  the  current  year,  therefore,  amounts  to 
$556,387  38. 

The  available  resources  of  the  state,  consisting  of 
bank  stock  and  of  her  remaining  portion  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  on  deposite,  amount  in  all  to  the  sum 
of  $1,176,603  91.  By  an  appropriation  of  these 
resources  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  provide  for  the  present,  and  fully  to  sustain  the 
character  of  the  state,  without  resorting  to  a tax. 
Inasmuch  as  the  interest  on  the  greater  portion  of 
the  surplus  revenue  is  now  appropriated  to  purposes 
of  education,  it  is  proposed  by  the  committee  to 
apply  the  receipts  from  the  Washington  branch  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  to  the  support  of 
schools,  so  that  the  cause  of  education  may  lose 
nothing  by  the  withdiawal  of  the  other  fund. 

The  estimated  deficiency  for  the  current  year  has 
been  already  named.  To  this  must  be  added  a 
special  appropriation  to  the  penitentiary  of  $15,000, 
also  the  loss  of  interest  on  the  bank  stocks  and  the 
surplus  revenue  appropriated  to  meet  current  debts; 
so  that  the  total  deficiency  for  the  present  year  will 
amount  to  $606,389  39. 

Deducting  this  from  the  state’s  available  re- 
sources above  named,  there  will  remain  to  meet  the 
demands  of  1841  a balance  of  $570,214  52.  After 
the  year  1841  a resort  to  taxation  will  be  inevitable. 
The  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  by  that  means 
will  be  about  $600,000. 

From  the  best  information  to  be  had  at  the  trea- 
sury, the  committee  submit  the  following  table 


showing  the  amount  of  assessable  property  in  the 
several  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  by  each  respectively. 

An  apportionment  of  $600,000,  among  the  counties  of 
Maryland  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  ratio  of 
their  properly  valued  as  herein. 


Counties  and  city. 

Allegany  county, 
Anne  Arundel,  do. 
Baltimore  city, 
Baltimore  county, 
Calvert 
Caroline 
Carroll 
Cecil 
Charles 
Dorchester 
Frederick 
Hartford 
Kent 
Montgomery  do. 
Prince  George’s  do. 
Queen  Anne’s  do. 
Saint  Mary’s  do. 
Somerset  do. 

Talbot  do. 

Washington  do. 
Worchester  do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Valuation  of 
their  properly. 

$1,551,506  00 
7,442,303  00 
55,793,370  00 
9,524.699  00 
2,389,554  33 
2,071,200  00 
4,943,161  00 
2,991,335  00 
5,534,484  00 
5,105,913  00 
12,223,935  00 
4.651,245  00 
3.501,552  00 
4,678,967  67 
5,884,428  96 
3,947,919  00 
3,445,860  00 
2,628,945  00 
2,855,943  00 
10,046,119  00 
3,781,851  00 


Apportion- 
ment. 
$6,006  05 
28,809  97 
2-5,982  25 
36,871  14 
9,250  22 
8,017  83 
19,135  51 
11,579  93 
21,424  59 

I, 9765  64 
47,320  19 
18,005  47 
13,554  89 
18,112  80 
22,779  26 
15,282  82 
13,339  30 
10,176  98 

II, 055  67 
38,889  63 
14,639  96 


$154,994,340  96  $600,000  00 

A bill  in  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  this  report 
is  submitted  by  the  committee,  authorising  the  ap- 
plication of  the  surplus  revenue  as  recommended, 
and  directing  the  commissioner  of  loans  to  sell  and 
transfer  from  time  to  time,  and  as  early  as  may  be, 
and  at  such  prices  as  he  shall  deem  it  for  the  state’s 
interest  to  accept,  all  the  capital  stock  of  the  seve- 
ral banks  in  this  state  now  standing  in  the  books 
thereof  to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  Maryland. 
One  section  of  the  bill  provides  that  the  house  of 
Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  & Co.  be  constituted  the 
agency  of  the  state  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  its  public  debt,  so  far  as  such  payments  are  to  be 
made  in  the  city  of  London.  One  per  cent,  com- 
mission is  allowed  for  this  service. 


VIRGINIA. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  house  of  delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia passed  a bill  by  a decided  vote,  requiring  the 
banks  in  that  state  to  issue  one  and  two  dollar  bills, 
to  an  amount  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four 
per  cent,  upon  their  respective  capitals.  When 
this  bill  was  under  discussion,  Mr.  Tunstall,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  “adverted  to  the  scarcity  of 
change,  wiiich  he  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the 
small  notes  of  the  Cohens  of  Baltimore  were  at  a 
premium  of  per  cent,  and  more  in  Richmond, 
such  was  the  demand  for  them  for  change;  and  thus 
Virginia  was  made  to  pay  tribute  to  banks  and 
bankers  in  other  states.” 

The  Virginia  legislature,  as  anticipated,  in  our 
last,  adjourned  on  Thursday,  after  a session  of  109 
days,  and  the  passage  of  199  acts.  An  effort  was 
made,  shortly  before  the  adjournment,  to  procure 
in  the  senate,  a re-consideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  authorising  the  banks  to  issue  small 
notes,  was  rejected.  The  effort  was  defeated  by 
the  withdiawal  of  several  members  of  the  senate, 
thus  leaving  that  body  without  a quorum. 

The  bank  bill,  which  has  become  a law,  suspends 
the  operations  of  those  laws  heretofore  enacted,  in 
virtue  of  which,  the  charters  of  non-specie  paying 
banks  are  forfeited,  and  extra  interest  or  damage  is 
obtained  by  those  holding  their  notes,  and  making 
demands  upon  them.  The  suspension  of  these 
acts,  is  to  continue  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  general  assembly.  [Balt.  Pal. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The  banking  concerns  of  Mississippi — the  greatest 
cotton  producing  state  in  the  union — are  in  a most 
desperate  condition.  From  a report  recently  made 
to  the  legislature,  it  appears  that  the  liabilites  of  the 
Union  bank  next  May  will  be  four  millions,  whilst 
its  resources  are  nearly  all  in  a state  of  suspension. 
The  correspondent  of  the  Natchez  Courier  writes 
that  the  report  had  created  a fresh  desire  for  recall- 
ing the  last  five  millions  of  state  bonds  issued  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Union  bank.  It  was  supposed  there  would 
be  a general  winding-up  of  the  institution.  He  adds: 
“The  credit  of  the  state  has  been  banked  to  death. 
Insolvency  is  now  our  name.  Never  was  state 
in  such  an  awful  condition.  The  cry  of  ‘relief’  is 
heard  on  all  sides,  but  what  can  a state  do  that  is 
unable  to  pay  its  legislature,  and  the  current  expen- 
ditures of  government?” 

Brandon  money  is  selling  in  the  streets  of  Jack- 
son  at  nine  cents  on  the  dollar. 

At  a meeting  held  in  Natchez,  in  reference  to  the 
existing  condition  of  the  currency,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  governor  of  this  state,  the  propriety  of  fur- 
nishing quarters  in  the  penitentiary  for  the  officers 


of  the  Agricultural  and  Brandon  banks;  also  for  the 
members  of  the  Mississippi  Shipping  company,  and 
that  the  expenses  of  their  keeping  be  defrayed  from 
that  portion  of  the  revenue  aiising  from  convictions 
for  violations  of  the  anti-gambling  law. 

[ Baltimore  American. 

The  joint  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi, to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Union 
bank,  have  made  a report,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  affairs  of  that  institution  are  in  a most  per- 
plexed condition.  The  committee  report  that  the 
losses  of  the  bank  on  cotton  notes  will  be  immense; 
that  on  post  notes  of  the  bank  falling  due  in  May 
next  there  will  be  over  $3,000,000  more  than  the 
bank  by  any  probable  arrangements,  can  make  pro- 
vision for;  that  the  losses  from  bills  receivable  will 
exceed  500,000  dollars,  and  that  an  agreement  of 
the  board  of  direefors  to  allow  their  debtors  1,  2,  3, 
4 and  5 years’  credit  upon  good  security  being  of- 
fered, will  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  bank’s 
meeting  her  engagements  in  any  reasonable  time. 
The  indebtedness  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  bank  to  the  institution  as  drawers,  and  endorsers 
and  members  of  commercial  firms,  is  $1,046,965. 

Governor  McNutt  has  issued  his  proclamation 
against  the  Union  bank,  to  prevent  that  institution 
from  hypothecating  the  five  millions  of  bonds  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi — warning  all  persons  and 
corporations  not  to  advance  money  on  credits  on 
the  hypothecation  of  said  bonds:  and  declaring  all 
such  hypothecations  or  sales  unauthorised,  null  and 
void. 

Mississippi  bank  bill.  The  NatchessFree  Trader 
announces  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  its  most  obnox- 
ious form.  The  original  bill,  as  it  passed  in  the 
house  was  amended  by  the  senate,  and  sent  back  to 
the  house  for  concurrence.  Ttie  house  disagreed  to 
the  amendment — the  senate  adhered;  and  the  house 
adhered  to  its  disagreement.  The  senate  then  re- 
solved the  house  out  of  order,  and  the  house  refused 
to  receive  the  message.  Afterwards  the  senate  re- 
considered its  resolution  declaring  the  house  out  of 
order,  and  respectfully  requested  the  house  to  re- 
consider its  adherence  to  the  disagreement,  that  a 
conference  might  be  had.  The  house  reconsidered 
and  appointed  a committee  of  conference — the  senate 
another.  After  two  sittings,  the  conferees  agreed 
unanimously  to  the  main  principles  of  the  bill,  as 
reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  banks 
and  the  currency.  The  report  was  agreed  to  by 
both  houses,  and  the  bill  has  been  approved  by  the 
governor,  and  is  now  a law  of  the  land. 

[New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

INDIANA. 

A bushel  of  grain.  The  last  legislature  of  India- 
na passed  a law  prescribing  an  uniform  mode  of 
ascertaining  by  weight,  the  quality  of  the  different 
kinds  of  grain  that  shall  pass  for  a standard  bushel 
in  that  state  as  follows:  wheat  60  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois, rye  56,  corn  56,  barley  48,  oats  33. 


NEW  JERSEY  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MAJORITY. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  on  the  23th  ultimo,  in- 
structing the  committee  of  elections  to  “report 
forthwith  which  five  of  the  ten  individuals  claim- 
ing seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  received 
the  greatest  number  of  lawful  votes  from  the 
whole  state  for  representatives  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  at  the  election  of  1838,  in  said 
state,  with  all  the  evidence  of  that  fact  in  their 
possession;  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  or  de- 
lay the  action  of  said  committee  in  taking  tes- 
timony or  deciding  the  said  case  upon  the  me- 
rits of  the  election".”  The  committee  submit  the 
following 

REPORT. 

While  the  committee,  from  the  commencement 
of  its  labors  in  this  impoitant  case,  have  been  actu- 
ated by  the  most  anxious  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
individual  claimants,  to  the  ancient  and  honorable 
state  for  whose  service  they  are  maintaining  an 
animated  contest,  and  to  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple, who  have  a deep  and  abiding  interest  in  pre- 
serving the  purity  of  elections;  and  while  lor  secur- 
ing so  valuable  a result,  the  committee  had  marked 
out  a course  somewhat  different  from  that  which 
seems  now  to  be  prescribed  by  the  bouse,  they 
cheerfully  yield  to  its  authority;  and  so  far  as  they 
can  ascertain  its  intention,  they  have  no  other  in- 
clination, than  to  give  it  ample  and  speedy  effect. 

The  committee,  however,  have  encountered  no  in- 
considerable difficulty  in  harmonizing  all  the  terms 
of  the  resolution  with  that  intention,  which,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  case,  as  well  as  Irom  the 
more  prominent  clauses  of  the  resolution  itself,  they 
must  understand  to  have  governed  the  action  of  the 
i house.  To  give  every  word  in  the  resolution  the 
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full  foi'ce  of  a literal  interpretation,  would  be,  per- 
haps to  raise  such  a conflict  between  the  parts  as 
to  disable  the  whole.  But  instead  of  separating  it 
into  parts,  the  whole  resolution  should  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  give  expression  to  a distinct  intention, 
which  is  capable  of  being  ascertained  and  effectuat- 
ed. As  a portion  of  the  bouse,  the  members  of  the 
committee  are  not  ignorant  of  the  importance  that 
was  attached  to  the  insertion  of  the  word  “ lawful ” 
before  the  word  “votes,”  in  the  resolution.  Nor 
can  they  overlook  the  fact  that  connected  with  the 
proposition  to  insert,  was  the  motion  to  strike  out 
another  word,  utterly  inconsistent  with  that  broad 
and  searching  investigation  which  the  insertion  of 
the  word  “lawful,”  ( without  reference  to  other  ex- 
pressions in  the  resolution,  or  to  the  posture  of  the 
case  itself)  would  seem  to  demand. 

The  house  had  referred  to  the  committee  the 
whole  subject  matter  of  the  controversy,  and  with 
it  a mass  of  testimony  having  no  application  to  any 
inquiry,  short  of  the  merits  of  the  election.  The 
committee  had,  as  was  well  known  to  the  house, 
entered  upon  this  inquiry,  and  had  adopted  such 
measures  for  the  procurement  of  testimony  as  would 
probably  probe  to  the  core  all  frauds  and  illegali- 
ties. In  the  prosecution  of  this  investigation  a de- 
lay had  occurred,  ttie  deplorable  effects  of  which 
were  as  manifest  to  the  committee  as  to  the  house. 

When  the  proposition  to  instruct  was  originally 
introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the  application  with 
which  the  committee  had  come  before  the  house, 
its  intent  was  clear  that  a report  should  be  imme- 
diately made  of  the  names  of  those  who  had  receiv- 
ed the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  the  last  congres- 
sional election  in  New  Jersey.  If  any  thing  more 
was  wanting  to  explain  the  meaning  of  this  propo- 
sition, it  is  to  be  found  in  the  proviso  which  was 
added  and  which  clearly  indicated  that  the  action 
which  the  house  was  moved  to  demand,  did  not 
contemplate  an  interference  with  the  course  adopt- 
ed by  the  committee  for  the  “taking  of  testimony 
and  deciding  the  case  upon  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion.” 

Under  these  circumstances,  if  the  proposition  to 
strike  out  the  word  “forthwith,”  and  insert' the 
word  “lawful,”  had  fully  succeeded,  there  would 
still  have  remained  that  prominent  clause  of  proviso; 
and  it  might  have  been  understood,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  omission  of  the  word  “forthwith,”  the 
house  desired  an  immediate  report;  and  that,  not- 
withstanding the  insertion  of  the  word  “lawful”  the 
house  contemplated  that  the  report  should  be  inde- 
pendent of  testimony,  now  under  the  process  of 
being  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  the  elec- 
tion upon  its  merits. 

Upon  what  basis,  then,  could  such  a report  be 
constructed?  Manifestly  not  upon  the  partial,  in- 
conclusive, and  incompetent  testimony  as  to  the 
legality  of  votes  now  in  the  possession  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  house  cannot  have  contemplated  a 
report,  involving  an  investigation  of  the  ballot  box- 
es, without  allowing  time  or  opportunity  for  that 
investigation  to  be  thorough. 

At  the  same  time  the  committee  cannot  entirely 
overlook  the  word  “lawful,”  or  strike  that  from  the 
resolution  which  was  inserted  upon  a contest  so 
close  as  to  require  a casting  vote  for  the  decision. 
Did  this  word  stand  disconnected  with  or  unquali- 
fied by , the  various  considerations  already  alluded  to, 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained  as  to  its  effect.  It 
would  lead  to  a thorough  and  final  purgation  of  the 
polls,  and  would  delay  a report  to  that  period,  to 
which  it  was  well  known  to  the  house  that  the 
committee  had  postponed  a decision  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  ultimate  right. 

There  is  but  one  other  basis  left,  and  that  is  the 
priina  facie  case  upon  the  returns  of  the  local  offi- 
cers of  the  several  polls;  and  the  nature  of  the  con- 
troversy taken  into  consideration,  it  can  scarcely 
be  doubted  that  to  this  basis  the  resolution  looked. 

If  this  conclusion  might  reasonably  have  been 
reached  in  the  event  of  the  complete  and  coeval 
success  of  the  motions  to  strike  out  and  insert,  how 
much  more  easily  is  it  attained  when  the  resolution 
is  found  armed  with  the  pungent  word  “forthwith,” 
quickeningthe  action  of  the  committee,  and  declar- 
ing opposition  to  the  long  delay  which  had  been 
found  inseparable  from  a thorough  investigation 
into  the  legality  of  votes. 

If  therefore,  the  word  “lawful,”  surrounded  as  it 
is  by  every  thing  which  negatives  the  idea  of  a 
mere  adherence  to  the  original  course  of  the  com- 
mittee, can  be  made  to  harmonize  with  the  context 
of  the  resolution,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  adopted  by  every  sound  rule  of  con- 
struction, that  end  should  rather  be  attained  by 
limiting  the  meaning  of  that  word,  than  by  bending 
the  reason  and  language  of  all  the  rest  (if  that  were 
possible)  to  its  strangest  and  amplest  signification. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  they 
correctly  construe  that  word  with  the  context,  when 


they  limit  its  signification  to  that  prima  facie  law- 
fulness of  votes  which  arises  upon  their  reception 
at  polls,  held  in  conformity  with  law;  and  in  thus 
limiting  its  signification  they  feel  themselves  sus- 
tained by  the  general  language  and  spirit  of  the 
resolution  and  by  the  situation  of  the  case  itself. 

The  committee  are  confirmed  in  this  construc- 
tion, and  the  course  consequent  thereon,  by  the 
consideration  that  any  judgment  looking  beyond 
the  face  of  the  polls  which  they  might  base  upon 
the  inconclusive  testimony  in  their  possession, 
would  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  house,  unjust  to  the 
parties,  and  calculated  to  produce  erroneous  con- 
clusions in  relation  to  the  mass  of  facts  which  ap- 
pear to  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  voters,  but  which 
either  because  the  extra  judicial  administration  of 
the  oaths,  or  the  want  of  due  notice  to  the  opposite 
parties  have  been  rejected  as  not  sufficiently  pro- 
ven. It  is  proper,  however,  to  state,  that  should 
all  the  votes  proved  to  be  illegal  by  competent  tes- 
timony, be  deducted  from  those  who  received  the 
greatest  number  at  the  polls  which  appear  to  have 
been  held  in  conformity  with  law,  the  result  would 
not  affect  the  right  of  any  candidate  to  a seat. 

With  this  explanation,  which  they  have  consi- 
dered due  to  the  house  and  to  themselves,  the  com- 
mittee will  now  proceed  toexamine  the  allegations 
against  the  validity  of  certain  township  elections,  as 
far  as  such  an  examination  can  be  made  upon  the 
testimony  in  their  possession. 

Upon  this  branch  of  the  case,  the  claimants  hold- 
ing the  governor’s  commissions,  claim — ■ 

1st.  That,  apart  from  their  not  being  received  in 
time  to  be  counted  according  to  law,  the  votes  of 
Millville  should  be  set  aside  for  the  fraudulent  and 
illegal  conduct  of  the  officers  of  election,  in  pro- 
claiming their  intention  to  receive  the  votes  of 
aliens,  and  in  receiving  a large  number  of  such 
knowingly,  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  state. 

Without  inquiring  into  the  effect  of  these  charges, 
if  they  were  substantiated  by  competent  and  satis- 
factory testimony,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  they 
are  unsupported  by  any  testimony  in  the  possession 
of  the  committee. 

2d.  They  allege  that,  apart  from  all  defects  and 
irregularities  in  the  return,  the  votes  of  South  Am- 
boy should  be  set  aside,  because  one  of  the  officers 
of  election  duly  chosen,  was  unlawfully  prevented 
from  acting,  and  another  substituted  in  his  place, 
who  acted  and  signed  the  list,  &c.;  and  because  the 
board,  thus  unlawfully  constituted,  received  a large 
number  of  alien  votes,  contrary  to  law. 

In  support  of  these  allegations,  numerous  depo- 
sitions have  been  produced,  but  without  express- 
ing an  opinion,  whether,  if  satisfactorily  proved, 
they  would  constitute  sufficient  evidence  of  fraud  to 
set  aside  the  votes  of  this  township:  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  state  that  the  evidence  was  taken  ex 
parte,  without  sufficient  notice,  and  has  been  re- 
jected by  the  committee  as  incompetent  to  be  con- 
sidered in  this  case. 

3.  It  is  further  claimed,  that  the  poll  held  at  Sad- 
dle River,  in  Bergen  county,  should  be  set  aside; 
because  at  least  eight  votes  given  for  them  were 
fradulently  abstracted  from  the  ballot  box,  and  as 
many  for  their  opponents  frudulently  substituted; 
because  in  making  out  the  list  of  votes  in  said 
township,  at  least  eight  votes  less  than  were  given 
for  them  were  counted  in  their  favor,  and  at  least 
as  many  were  counted  for  their  opponents,  more 
than  they  received,  and  because  the  list  of  votes  in 
said  township  bears  upon  its  face  evidence  of  mis- 
take or  fraud. 

In  support  of  these  charges,  the  depositions  of 
numerous  voters  have  been  submitted;  but  being 
taken  ex  parte,  and  without  sufficient  notice,  they 
have  been  rejected  by  the  committee,  as  incompe- 
tent testimony. 

It  is  also  claimed  that  the  polls  held  at  the  town- 
ships of  Newton,  Hardeston  and  Vernon,  in  Sussex 
county.be  set  aside,  for  reasons  that  will  more  fully 
appear  by  reference  to  the  documeut  marked  A,  ac- 
companying this  report.  But  there  is  no  competent 
evidence  before  the  committee  in  support  of  the  al- 
legations. 

Having  thus  disposed,  for  the  present,  of  the  va- 
rious objections  to  the  validity  of  the  elections  held 
at  the  several  townships  claimed  to  be  set  aside,  the 
committee  will  now  proceed  to  ascertain  “which 
five  of  the  ten  claimants  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  lawful  votes,”  at  the  last  congressional  elec- 
tion in  New  Jersey,  according  to  the  several  returns 
purporting  upon  their  face  to  be  made  by  officers 
duly  authorised  to  act. 

The  committee  take  as  the  basis  of  their  calcula- 
tion the  statement  upon  which  the  governor  and  pri- 
vy council  of  New  Jersey  made  their  decision,  and, 
which  is  found  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  governor  and  privy  council. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  total  of 
votes  for  each  of  the  ten  claimants  is  as  follows: 


For  Philemon  Dickerson, 

27,951 

Peter  D.  Vroom, 

27,990 

Daniel  B.  Ryall, 

27,939 

William  R.  Cooper, 

27,954 

Joseph  Kille, 

27,924 

John  B.  Aycrigg, 

28,050 

John  P.  B.  Maxwell, 

28,239 

William  Halsted, 

28,192 

Charles  C.  Stratton, 

28,252 

Thomas  Jones  Yorke, 

28,177 

Philemon  Dickinson, 

3 

John  B.  Acrigg, 

1 

In  this  statement,  as  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  committee,  and  has 

not  been  denied,  or  the 

contrary  pretended,  the  votes  received  at  the  town- 
ships of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  are  not  includ- 
ed. 

The  state  of  those  polls  is  exhibited  by  the  docu- 
ments (marked  Cand  D)  accompanying  this  report, 
whereby  it  appears  that  the  total  of  the  two  town- 
ships, for  each  of  the  ten  claimants,  was  as  follows: 


For  Philemon  Dickerson,  502 

Peter  D.  Vroom,  502 

Daniel  B.  Ryall,  502 

William  R.  Cooper,  501 

Joseph  Kille,  502 

John  B.  Acrigg,  144 

John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  144 

William  Halsted,  145 

Charles  C.  Stratton,  144 

Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  144 


These  votes  being  added  respectfully  to  those  set 
forth  in  the  documents  marked  B,  already  referred 
to  as  the  basis  of  the  governor’s  commissions,  the 
following  results  are  exhibited,  to  wit: 


Fon  Philemon  Dickerson. 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

27,951 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  502 


Total  for  Philemon  Dickerson  28,453 
For  Peter  D.  Vroom, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

27,990 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  502 


Total  for  Peter  D.  Vroom  28,490 
For  Daniel  B.  Ryall, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

27,939 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  502 


Total  for  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  28,441 
For  William  R.  Cooper, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

27,954 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  501 


Total  for  William  R.  Cooper  28,455 
For  Joseph  Kille, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

27,924 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  502 


Total  for  Joseph  Kille  28,426 
For  John  B.  Aycrigg, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

28,150 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 


Total  for  John  B.  Aycrigg  28,294 
For  John  P.  B.  Maxwell, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

28,239 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 


Total  for  John  P.  B.  Maxwell  28,383 
For  William  Halsted, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

28,192 


Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  145 

Total  for  William  Halsted  28,337 
For  Charles  C.  Stratton, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

28,252 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 


Total  for  Charles  C.  Stratton,  28,396 
For  Thomas  Jones  Yorke, 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy  council 

28,177 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 


Total  for  Thomas  Jones  Yorke  28,321 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  foregoing  statement 
does  not  include  as  votes  for  Philemon  Dickerson 
the  three  votes  stated  in  the  document  marked  B, 
as  having  been  given  to  Philemon  Dickinson,  and 
which,  if  added  to  the  votes  for  Philemon  Dicker- 
son,  would  make  a total  of  28,456. 
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The  addition  of  the  one  vote  stated  in  like  man- 
ner as  having  been  given  for  John  B.  Acrigg,  to 
the  votes  for  John  B.  Aj-crigg  would  make  a total 
of  28,295. 

Thus  it  appears  tiled,  prima  facie,  upon  the  evi- 
dence in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  Philemon 
Dickerson,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  Wil- 
liam R.  Cooper  and  Joseph  Kille,  are  the  “five  of 
the  ten  individuals  claiming  seats  from  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  (who)  received  the  greatest  number 
of  lawful  votes  from  the  whole  state  for  representa- 
tives in  the  congress  ol  the  United  States,  at  the 
election  of  1838,  in  said  state.” 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

TO  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  whole  coun- 
try to  the  statement  herewith  exhibited,  as  a report 
prepared  and  presented  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, by  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  contested  election  from 
the  state  of  New  Jersey;  and  we  especially  desire 
to  call  their  attention  to  the  novel,  extraordinary 
and  appalling  circumstances,  which  have  driven  us 
to  the  necessity  of  thus  appealing  to  our  fellow 
citizens,  from  one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other; 
and  we  do  it  with  the  confident  assurance,  that  they 
will  give  to  the  subject  that  careful  and  unpreju- 
diced consideration  which  its  importance  demands, 
and  their  own  future  safety  and  interests,  imperi- 
ously require;  that  they  will  unite  with  us  in  the 
belief,  which  in  the  honest  sincerity  of  our  hearts 
we  entertain,  that  the  government  under  which  we 
live,  must  soon  become  worse  than  a Turkish  des- 
potism, unless  the  people  in  the  majesty  of  their 
strength,  shall  arise  and  rebuke  the  perpetrators  of 
the  outrage  which  has  been  committed  on  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of  one  of 
the  sovereign  states  of  this  union,  and  the  rights 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  themselves. 

We  will  not  enter  into  a minute  detail  of  the 
means  by  which  five  of  the  representatives  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  furnishing  the  highest  evidence 
known  to  the  laws  of  that  state,  that  they  had  been 
regularly  and  constitutionally  elected,  were  driven 
from  their  seats,  previous  to  any  investigation  what- 
ever, and  denied  all  right  lo  participate  in  the  or- 
ganization and  proceedings  of  the  house,  and  much 
less  will  we  undertake  here,  to  pronounce  upon  the 
motives  which  led  to  this  unparalleled  proceeding. 

We  wish  to  take  up  this  subject  at  another  point, 
and  let  the  country  know  what  are  the  circum- 
stances under  which  five  other  gentlemen  from  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  have  been  voted  into  seats  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  who  have  presented  no 
return , no  credential , no  commission:  and  this  done 
when  the  members  holding  the  commissions  of  the 
governor  of  that  state,  under  the  seal  of  that  com- 
monwealth, were  at  home  by  leave  of  the  commit- 
tee, taking  depositions  to  prove — what  they  had  at 
all  times  averred  they  could  prove— that  they  had 
received  a majority  of  the  lawful  votes  given  at  the 
polls. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  having  charge 
of  this  subject,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  re- 
port below,  up  to  the  time  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  was  presented,  and  we 
now  proceed  to  give  a statement  of  what  has  since 
transpired. 

But  it  must  be  remarked  in  advance  that  the  com- 
mittee, having  determined  that  if  an  invesligation 
was  to  be  prosecuted  behind  the  commissions  of  the 
governor,  every  principle  of  equity  and  fairness  re- 
quired that  there  should  be  a thorough  search  into 
the  legality  of  the  votes  given  for  each  party,  and 
finding  that  there  was  no  sufficient  testimony  before 
them  by  which  it  could  be  ascertained  for  whom  a 
majority  of  the  qualified  voters  ot  New  Jersey  had 
cast  their  votes,  such  time  was  granted  as  the  par- 
ties themselves  deemed  requisite  to  enable  them  to 
take  such  testimony  as  they  might  think  advisable 
to  establish  their  respective  claims,  and' that  accord- 
ingly the  parties  severally  left  Washington  lor  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  where  they  now  are  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  w’ork. 

During  their  absence  and  shortly  after  their  de- 
parture from  the  city  (no  complaint  and  no  applica- 
tion coming  from  them  to  the  house),  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  submitted  a proposition  to  have 
the  documents  relating  to  the  contested  seats  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  committee.  This  furnished  a pre- 
text for  the  introduction  of  another  proposition,  that 
the  committee  should  be  instructed  to  report  forth- 
with which  of  the  parties  had  received  a majority  of 
all  the  votes  given  at  the  election.  After  long  de- 
bate, this  was  so  modified  as  to  require  them  to  re- 
port upon  the  lawful  votes,  which  expressly,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  excluded  all  unlawful  votes. 

The  subject  went  to  the  committee  with  a pre- 
cipitatiou  which  we  deem  in  a high  degree  excep- 
tionable. The  majority  of  the  committee  adopted  a 


resolution  directing  all  the  votes  given  to  be  report- 
ed as  lawful,  under  a most  extraordinary  mental  de- 
lusion that  the  instructions  required  it,  because  the 
committee  were  required  to  report  forthwith.  All 
efforts  to  have  the  testimony  then  before  them  exa- 
mined were  successfully  resisted — reasonable  time 
to  the  minority  to  report  these  and  other  facts  to  the 
house,  denied.  The  report  was  prepared,  presented 
and  received,  without  delay,  the  title  to  w’hich  is 
well  adapted  to  create  the  impression  that  the  votes 
reported  were  all  lawful  votes,  while  the  body  of  the 
report  itself  (which  few  comparatively  of  those  who 
see  the  title  will  read)  labors  to  excuse  the  commit- 
tee for  not  ascertaining  whether  the  votes  were 
lawful  or  unlawful — a member  of  the  minority  of 
the  committee  attempted  to  explain  the  facts  to  the 
house — the  speaker  decided  that  he  was  entitled  to 
the  floor — the  majority  of  the  house  overruled  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  and  refused  him  the  privilege 
of  speaking — the  previous  question  demanded,  all 
debate  stifled — in  the  mean  time,  a counter-report 
is  prepared  and  offered  to  the  house — they  refused 
to  receive  it,  and  proceeded  at  once,  wholly  igno- 
rant of  what  the  testimony  established,  with  a mad- 
ness and  blindness  belonging  to  desperation  only, 
to  vote  by  the  entire  strength  of  their  party,  that  the 
non-commissioned  members  had  received  a majority 
of  lawful  votes,  and  were,  therefore,  duly  elected, 
and  entitled  to  occupy  their  seats  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  and  while  the  pub- 
lic funds  are  to  be  freely  used  for  the  distribution  of 
the  report  of  the  five  administration  members  of 
the  committee,  private  means  are  to  be  resorted  to, 
to  distribute  the  report  of  the  four  minority  members. 

It  is  a circumstance,  not  the  least  remarkable  in 
this  extraordinary  case,  that  the  individual  members 
of  the  majority,  refused  to  recognise,  or  adopt  the 
reasoning  of  the  report,  but  were  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  conclusions  drawn  from  it,  while  the  author 
of  the  report  was  equally  well  satisfied  with  his  own 
reasoning,  but  could  not  adopt  the  conclusions,  as 
evinced  by  his  refusal  to  vote  for  the  resolution 
based  upon  it,  though  present  at  the  time. 

For  ever y fact  here  stated,  we  pledge  ourselves 
to  produce  the  proof  whenever  called  on,  either  be- 
fore the  house  or  the  country;  they  are  facts  on 
record,  to  be  found  on  the  journals  of  the  committee 
and  of  the  house. 

And  now,  we  ask  by  whom  these  five  gentlemen 
have  been  elected?  By  the  people  of  New  Jersey, 
or  by  the  friends  of  the  administration  in  congress? 
And  have  we  said  too  much  in  characterising  this 
proceeding  as  novel,  extraordinary  and  appalling? — 
Have  we  done  more  or  less  than  our  duty  as  citizens 
of  this  republic,  and  a9  representatives  of  the  people, 
in  thus  calling  your  attention  emphatically  to  this 
subject;  in  warning  you  of  your  danger,  and  in  as- 
serting the  necessity  of  an  immediate  interposition 
of  the  majesty  of  the  people,  at  the  ballot  boxes,  to 
correct  such  monstrous  abuses  in  future. 

It  has  been  said,  and  was  generally  understood, 
that  the  party  in  power,  had,  in  secret  caucus,  re- 
solved on  the  necessity  of  admitting  the  administra- 
tion claimants,  to  carry  through  some  of  the  odious 
schemes  of  the  present  administration;  still  we 
hoped  that  before  they  struck  the  final  blow,  they 
might  be  induced  to  listen  to  reason  and  to  justice. 
We  appealed,  but  we  appealed  in  vain — their  reso- 
lution was  as  determined  as  it  was  unjust;  they  voted 
and  succeeded,  and  that  by  a boasted  majority  of 
thirty. 

How  was  that  majority  obtained?  Only  because 
some  of  the  members  regarding  the  outrage  as  highly 
gross  and  violent,  refused  to  vote,  or  contribute  to 
the  formation  of  a quorum,  for  the  adoption  of  a re- 
port and  resolution  not  founded,  as  we  all  conceived, 
on  the  testimony  of  the  case,  and  not  warranted  or 
justified  by  any  consideration  whatever. 

A noble  subject  for  boasting,  truly.  Let  them 
make  the  most  of  it.  It  is  matter  of  pride  to  us, 
that  we,  at  least,  resisted  it,  and  resisted  to  the  last. 

We  feel  that  vve  have  discharged  our  duty;  if  you 
are  too  indifferent  to  your  own  liberties,  to  discharge 
yours,  be  it  so — the  consequences  must  fall  partially 
on  yourselves,  but  mainly  on  your  posterity:  but  as 
citizens  of  this  republic,  we  tell  you  we  are  mourn- 
fully apprehensive  for  the  future,  and  that  you  may 
not  think  we  are  too  grave  and  too  solemn,  on  this 
vitally  important  question,  we  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  invite  your  attention  to  proceedings  in  several  of 
the  state  legislatures,  particularly  those  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  to 
the  special  message  of  the  executive  of  the  last  men- 
tioned commonwealth,  and  if  all  this  does  not  arouse 
you  to  the  importance  of  this  subject,  all  further  ef- 
fort on  our  part  will  be  vain. 

But  we  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  indulge  in 
any  apprehensions — we  are  not  yet  old  enough — we 
have  not  yet  come  to  that  pass  when  those  who  are 
clothed  with  power  for  the  protection  of  our  liber- 
ties, can  be  sustained  in  such  an  encroachment  on 


the  rights  of  the  people,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
propitiating  executive  favor  on  the  one  hand,  or  of 
perpetuating  political  power  on  the  other. 

We  respectfully  ask  that  our  report,  which  those 
who  should  have  acted  upon  it,  have  refused  to  re- 
ceive (ihe  first  instance  of  the  kind  as  be  believe, 
that  has  occurred  in  the  government),  may  meet 
with  the  calm,  temperate  and  unprejudiced  delibe- 
ration to  which  it  is  entitled  from  the  importance  of 
the  question  involved. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE, 
JNO.  M.  BOTTS, 

GEO.W.  CRABB, 
TRUMAN  SMITH. 
Washington,  March  12,  1840. 

THE  SUPPRESSED  REPORT 

Of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  elections  on  ihe 
New  Jersey  case;  presented  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
March  10,  1840 — and  contrary  to  all  precedent, 
excluded  from  the  house,  ( its  reception  and  reading 
being  refused,  with  ihe  previous  question  pending, 
and  all  debate  cut  off),by  a party  vote  in  the  negative. 
The  undersigned,  being  a minority  of  the  commit- 
tee on  elections,  to  which  was  referred  the  New 
Jersey  case,  not  concurring  in  the  reasoning  and  con- 
clusions of  the  report  presented  to  the  house  by  the 
chairman  of  that  committee,  in  justice  to  themselves, 
and  (what  is  of  still  higher  importance)  injustice  to 
the  state  of  New  Jersey  and  her  representatives, 
beg  leave  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  following  report: 

We  regret  very  much  that  the  report  above  refer- 
red to,  should  have  been  presented  to  the  house  so 
soon  after  it  was  adopted  in  committee,  as  to  render 
it  wholly  impracticable  for  us  to  submit  to  the  house 
at  the  same  time  our  own  views  of  the  interesting 
and  important  subject  before  the  committee,  in  the 
form  of  a counter  report;  and  we  also  regret  that 
our  time  and  attention  have  been  so  much  engrossed 
by  Ihe  proceedings  of  the  house,  on  this  subject, 
since  the  principal  report  was  submitted  by  the 
chairman,  that  we  are  now  necessarily  limited  to 
such  a statement  of  material  facts  connected  with 
the  question  before  the  house,  as  is  indispensable  to 
a true  understanding  of  its  merits. 

When  the  subject  was  first  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, the  parties  to  the  contest  were  severally  noti- 
fied that  the  committee  was  then  ready  to  receive  a 
statement  of  such  facts  in  writing  as  they  proposed 
to  prove,  together  with  any  legal  points  they  might 
think  proper  to  submit  to  sustain  their  respective 
claims. 

In  pursuance  of  this  suggestion,  they  made  to 
the  committee  written  communications,  in  which 
their  views  of  the  controversy  and  the  grounds  of 
their  respective  claims  were  fully  developed;  and 
which  were  in  substance  as  follows:  The  commis- 
sioned members  claimed  the  vacant  seats  underand 
by  virtue  of  the  commissions  issued  by  the  execu- 
tive ofiNew  Jersey;  and  insisted  that  if  the  committee 
should  determine  to  go  back  of  those  commissions, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  election,  they 
had  a majority  of  the  legal  votes  polled,  and  also  a 
majority  of  the  votes  lawfully  certified  to  the  go- 
vernor. 

The  non-commissioned  claimants  admit  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  commissions,  but  alleged  that  they 
received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  polled;  that 
the  governor  and  privy  council,  unlawfully  refused 
to  count  the  votes  from  the  townships  of  Millville 
and  South  Amboy,  for  the  reason  that  they  were  not 
included  in  the  certificates  of  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex  and  Cumberland;  and  that,  had 
the  voles  of  the  townships  been  counted,  the  result 
would  have  been  a majority  in  their  favor.  That 
the  commissions  being  thus  erroneously  and  unlaw- 
fully issued,  were  void. 

The  commissioned  members  alleged  numerous 
frauds  and  illegalities  in  the  election;  some  of  which 
they  insisted  ought  to  set  aside  the  polls;  and  others, 
invalidate  the  votes;  such  as  excluding  duly  elected 
persons  from  officiating  as  judges  of  election;  the 
determination  of  electing  officers  to  receive  alien 
votes,  and,  in  fact,  receiving  such  votes,  knowing 
that  they  were  illegal;  disregarding  all  challenges 
of  illegal  votes,  and  permitting  persons,  attempting 
to  challenge,  to  be  driven  away  by  threats  and  vio- 
lence; and  fraudulently  abstracting  votes  given  for 
them,  and  substituting  others  for  their  opponents; 
and  rejecting  legal  votes  offered  for  them;  and  ad- 
mitting illegal  votes  on  the  other  side;  and  they  also 
submitted  to  the  committee  a list  showing  about 
230  illegal  votes  given  and  counted  for  the  non-com- 
missioned claimants,  and  three  or  four  legal  votes 
offered  for  the  commissioned  members  and  rejected. 
They  also  alleged  that  they  expected  to  prove  an  ex- 
tensive conspiracy  among  the  friends  of  the  opposite 
set  of  claimants,  to  perpetrate  these  frauds  and  ob- 
tain these  illegal  votes;  that  they  had  taken  some 
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evidence  to  establish  said  fact,  but  had  been  pre- 
vented from  completing  the  proofs,  because  there 
was  no  law  regulating  the  mode  in  which  the  same 
should  be  obtained,  or  giving  compulsory  process  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses;  and  also  be- 
cause the  friends  of  the  non-commissioned  claim- 
ants had  persuaded  witnesses  not  to  attend  for  ex- 
amination; and  had  prevented  officers  (tom  taken 
depositions  by  intimidation  and  threats  of  public 
prosecution  tor  so  doing;  and  they  asked  further 
time,  and  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee to  enable  them  to  compel  the  taking  of  their 
testimony. 

The  non-commissioned  claimants  denied  all  know- 
ledge of  the  alleged  frauds  and  illegal  votes;  but 
stated  that  they  had  heard  of  some  alien  voles  hav- 
ing been  given  at  Millville,  and  amitted  the  fact; 
and  also  presumed  that  alien  votes  were  given  in 
other  parts  of  the  state;  but  believed  that  they  were 
as  many  on  the  one  side  as  on  the  other. 

These  statements  were  not  completed  and  laid 
before  the  committee  until  the  23d  day  of  January, 
and  it  was  obvious  from  an  examination  of  them, 
and  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  referring  the 
matter,  that  the  committee  must  pursue  one  of  two 
courses — that  they  must  either  make  a preliminary 
report,  awarding  the  vacant  seats  to  one  set  of 
claimants,  until  the  whole  subject  should  be  inves- 
tigated, and  the  final  right  determined;  or.  proceed 
to  a full  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject, 
and  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the  whole  case  at 
once. 

Eight  members  of  the  committee  out  of  nine 
were  in  favor  of  submilting  a preliminary  report,  by 
which  the  vacant  seats  would  have  been  filled  but 
they  differed  as  to  the  basis  on  which  that  report 
should  be  founded.  We  entertained  the  opinion 
that  it  should  be  based  on  the  legal  returns  of  the 
only  authority  recognised  by  the  laws  of  New  Jer- 
sey as  authorised  to  grant  the  return — that  being  the 
highest  prima  facie  evidence  of  an  election  that 
could  be  presented — and  which  it  has  ever  been  the 
practice  of  congress,  and  of  all  other  legislative  as- 
semblies, to  treat  as  conclusive  in  the  first  instance. 
And,  accordingly,  one  of  our  members  submitted  the 
following  proposition: 

Resoled,  That  this  committee  will  now  proceed 
to  ascertain  and  determine  who  have  the  returns  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey;  and  will  authorise  them  to 
occupy  the  contested  seats  fiom  that  state,  until  the 
question  of  ultimate  right  can  be  determined. 

Other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  differing  with 
us  in  opinion,  thought  that  the  executive  commis- 
sions should  be  entirely  overlooked;  and  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  committee  to  proceed  at  once  to  as- 
certain which  party  had  received  a majority  of  all 
*he  votes,  good  and  bad,  given  at  the  polls;  and  were, 
therefore,  entitled  to  the  returns— and  submitted 
amendments  to  that  effect. 

This  view  of  the  subject  we  deem  utterly  falla- 
cious; but  time  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  the 
argument.  The  consequences  resulting  from  this 
novel  doctrine,  are  well  illustrated  by  the  scenes  of 
disorder  and  confusion  which  resulted  from  its  ap- 
plication at  the  present  session — scenes  in  a high 
degree,  discreditable  to  the  house,  and  endangering 
the  peace  of  the  conntry,  and  which  must  greatly 
impair  the  confidence  of  all  right  thinking  people  in 
the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions. 

Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey,  we  ascertained  that  the  governor  and  privy 
council  were  mere  ministerial  officers,  charged  with 
a certain  specified  duty,  plainly  set  forth,  viz:  to 
ascertain  and  determine  which  six  of  the  persons 
voted  for,  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes, 
according  to  the  returns  made  by  the  clerks  of  the 
several  counties  of  the  state.  That  the  individuals 
who  were  commissioned  by  the  governor  of  New 
Jersey,  as  the  representatives  of  that  state,  had  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  thus  returned 
according  to  law,  was  a fact  not  disputed  or  denied. 

Finding  this  difference  of  opinion,  however,  to 
exist  in  the  committee  as  to  the  basis  of.  a report, 
the  mover  of  the  original  proposition  modified  the 
same,  with  the  view  of  reaching  the  sense  of  the 
committee;  and  merely  proposed,  in  general  terms, 
that  a preliminary  report  should  be  made,  designat- 
ing the  individuals  who  should  occupy  the  vacant 
seats,  until  the  question  of  ultimate  right  could  be 
determined:  thus  manifesting  a disposition  to  have 
the  seats  filled,  as  the  committee  and  the  house 
might  determine,  according  to  their  sense  of  justice 
and  propriet}’.  But,  from  an  apprehension,  as  we 
presume,  that  they  could  not  succeed  in  the  untena- 
ble ground  they  had  taken,  that  the  report  should 
be  made  favorable  to  those  who  barely  obtained  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  legal  and  illegal,  given  at 
the  election,  the  modified  resolution  was  likewise 
resisted;  and  a substitute  offered,  which  proposed  to 
inquire  who  were  entitled  to  be  returned  as  mem- 


bers elect:  evidently  on  the  ground  of  good  and  bad 
votes;  for  when  it  was  proposed  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  make  the  case  turn  on  the  ma- 
jority of  legal  votes,  such  amendment  was  strenu- 
ously resisted,  and  carried  only  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  chairman.  This  resolution,  as  ultimately 
adopted,  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  now  proceed 
to  ascertain  which  five  of  the  ten  individuals  claim- 
ing the  five  vacant  seats  from  New  Jersey,  received 
a majority  of  legal  votes,  and  therefore,  are  duly 
elected  members  of  the  26th  congress,  from  that 
state,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  laws  of  New  Jersey. 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  committee  came 
to  an  early  determination  to  investigate  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  ascertain  who  were  entitled  to  the  seats 
on  the  ground  of  having  received  a majority  of  legal 
votes,  in  which  decision  we  acquiesced;  and,  al- 
though our  opinions  were  unchanged  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  views  we  had  expressed,  we  determin- 
ed to  make  no  farther  effort  to  procure  a result  that, 
in  our  judgments,  every  principle  of  justice  de- 
manded. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  another 
resolution  offered  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
majority,  which,  as  amended  and  ultimately  adopt- 
ed, is  as  follows: 

Resolved  farther,  That  whilst  in  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  the  certificates  of  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  ai  e prima  facie  evidence  that  those  who 
hold  them  are  entitled  to  seats,  they  are  not  conclu- 
sive evidence  as  to  the  ultimate  right;  and  that  such 
certificates,  being  contested,  such  right  must  depend 
on  the  majority  of  legal  votes  given  in  conformity 
with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
laws  of  New  Jersey. 

On  this  resolution  a division  was  called  for,  to 
wit,  on  the  first  branch,  as  follows: 

Resolved  further.  That  wdiilst  in  the  opinion  of 
this  committee  the  certificates  of  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  are  prima  facie  evidence  that  those  who 
hold  them  are  entitled  to  their  seats,  they  are  not 
conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  ultimate  right. 

And  those  who  have  paid  much  attention  to  the 
progress  of  this  question,  both  in  the  house  and  the 
country,  will  perhaps  be  somewhat  amazed  to  hear 
that  this  proposition  for  which  alone  we  had  con- 
tended in  the  house,  and  the  defeat  of  which  had 
caused  a sovereign  state  in  this  union  to  be  deprived 
of  five-sixths  of  her  representation  on  the  floor  of 
congress,  and  had  excited  the  public  mind  in  every 
part  of  the  confederacy,  met  with  the  unanimous 
sanction  of  the  committee. 

The  resolutions,  as  adopted,  was  communicated 
to  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  contest  under  the 
following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  com- 
municated to  each  of  the  claimants  to  the  vacant 
seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  this  com- 
mittee will  hear  them  at  their  committee  room  on 
the  29th  day  of  January,  instant,  at  10  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  on  the  subject  ofthe  measures  which  should 
be  adopted  to  obtain  the  evidence  applicable  to  inqui- 
ry before  the  committee.” 

Accordingly,  on  the  29th  of  January,  the  parties 
appeared  before  the  committee,  and  there  was  a like- 
lihood that  after  fifteen  days  of  time  and  labor  spent 
by  the  committee  before  they  could  arrive  at  any 
conclusion,  we  should  at  once  proceed,  in  pursuance 
of  these  resolutions,  to  ascertain  which  five  of  the 
ten  individuals  claiming  seats  had  now  a majority 
of  legal  votes,  and  were  therefore  duly  elected 
members  of  congress,  when  very  unexpectedly  to 
the  undersigned,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
moved  a reconsideration  of  these  resolutions,  with 
a view  to  offer  substitutes.  They  were  reconsider- 
ed accordingly,  again  discussed,  and  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  chairman  introduced  substitutes  which  were 
amended,  modified  and  discussed,  and  were  finally 
adopted  after  two  days  of  additional  labor,  and  are 
as  follows: 

Rosolved,  That  the  credentials  of  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  are  prima  facie  evidence  that  they  who 
hold  them  are  entitled  to  seats,  but  being  questioned 
on  the  ground  that  all  the  votes  polled  were  not 
counted,  this  committee  w ill  now'  proceed  to  inquire 
and  ascertain  who  of  the  ten  claimants  for  the  five 
contested  seats  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
polled  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  New  Jersey, 
at  the  late  election  for  members  of  congress  in  that 
state. 

Resolved,  That  all  votes  received  by  authorised 
officers  acting  in  conformity  with  the  laws  are  prima 
facie  legal:  but  it  being  alleged  and  offered  to  be 
sustained  by  evidence,  that  pluralities  were  obtain- 
ed by  means  of  illegal  votes  and  frauds  perpetrated 
on  the  ballot  box,  this  committee  will  admit  evidence 
as  to  the  truth  of  these  allegations,  and  inquire  who 
of  the  claimants  received  the  greatest  number  of 
legal  votes  in  conformity  with  the  constitution  of 


the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  and 
therefore  are  entitled  to  occupy,  as  members  of  the 
26th  congress,  the  five  contested  seats  from  that 
state. 

Resolved,  That  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolu- 
tions does  not  preclude  this  committee  from  refut- 
ing the  facts  and  testimony,  with  its  opinion  there- 
on for  the  consideration  of  the  house,  at  any  stage 
of  its  proceedings  that  it  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
do  so. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
be  communicated  to  each  ofthe  claimants  to  the  va- 
cant seats  from  New  Jersey,  and  that  they  be  in- 
formed thatthe  committee  has  reconsidered  and  inde- 
finitely postponed  the  resolutions  furnished  them  on 
the  28th  instant,  and  that  this  committee  will  hear 
them  at  their  committee  room  on  Saturday,  the  first 
February  proximo,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  on 
the  subject  of  the  measures  which  should  be  adopted 
to  obtain  the  evidence  applicable  to  the  inquiry  be- 
fore the  committee. 

The  parlies  accordingly  met  again  in  the  commit- 
tee room,  and  after  they  were  severally  heard,  the 
■ committee  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

I “ Resolved , That  we  will  now  take  up  the  testimo- 
I ny  which  has  been  referred  to  this  committee  in  the 
1 New  Jersey  case,  with  a view  of  hearing  and  de- 
ciding upon  its  competency  only;  leaving  its  sufficien- 
cy to  be  determined  when  the  testimony  is  finally 
closed  by  order  of  the  committee;  and  if,  during 
the  investigation  of  the  subject,  it  shall  be  desired 
by  either  party  to  furnish  additional  testimony,  that 
then  the  parties  be  allowed  such  reasonable  time  as 
may  be  determined  by  the  committee,  to  take  such 
additional  testimony,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  relating  to  contested  elec- 
tions, unless  the  parties  agree  upon  some  other  mode 
which  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  committee.” 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  before  a paper  pur- 
porting to  be  testimony  in  this  case,  was  opened 
by  the  committee,  it  was  resolved  to  decide  upon  its 
competency  alone:  and  it  was  further  resolved,  that 
time  should  be  allowed  either  party  requiring  it,  to 
take  additional  testimony,  with  a view,  as  we  sup- 
posed, of  ascertaining  the  whole  truth,  touching  the 
merits  of  the  election. 

This  resolution,  the  committee  adopted,  without 
knowing  how  it  would  affect  the  interests  of  either 
party,  or  which  should  be  the  first  to  ask  for  time; 
for  it  depended  on  what  portion  of  the  testimony 
might  be  received,  and  what  rejected  on  either 
side. 

In  pursuance  thereof,  the  committee  proceeded 
to  hear  objections  and  arguments  on  the  competen- 
cy of  the  evidence.  Most  of  the  testimony  on  the 
part  of  the  non-commissioned  claimants,  consisted 
of  certificates  and  sworn  copies  of  papers,  the  affi- 
davits appended  to  which  wpre  ex  parte  and  taken 
without  notice.  And  most  of  that  adduced  by  the 
commissioned  claimants,  besides  their  commissions, 
consisted  of  despositions  taken  before  state  officers 
in  New  Jersey,  upon  notice  to  the  opposite  party  . 
Numerous  objections  were  taken  to  the  competency 
of  this  evidence,  but  the  undersigned  felt  no  embar- 
rassment in  respect  to  any  of  them  except  that  which 
raised  an  inquiry  as  to  the  sufficiency  ofthe  notice  of 
taking  the  despositions;  there  being  no  law  of  con- 
gress or  of  the  state,  applicable  to  this  case,  direct- 
ing the  mode  of  taking  evidence,  the  committee  ex- 
perienced great  difficulty  in  finding  any  rule  that 
would  do  justice  to  all  concerned.  The  usage  of  the 
house  tor  many  years,  had  sanctioned  the  practice 
of  receiving  depositions,  in  cases  of  contested  elec- 
tion, taken  on  reasonable  notice;  but  had  not  settled 
what  was  reasonable  notice.  The  commissioned 
members  indicated  a willingness  that,  inasmuch  as 
they  were  to  return  to  New  Jersey  to  obtain  addition- 
al proofs,  the  committee  should  reject  all  testimony 
in  respect  to  which  there  was  much  doubt;  to  the  end 
that  they  might  retake  the  evidence,  and  place  the 
matter  beyond  dispute. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  that  this  suggestion,  made  from 
motive  of  prudence,  avovvedly  influenced  the  action 
of  one  of  the  undersigned,  who  voted  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  testimony  which  hew'ouldnot  have  hesitated 
to  receive,  if  compelled  to  proceed  at  once  and  dis- 
pose of  the  case  on  its  merits.  The  chairman  seem- 
ed disposed  to  take  a liberal  view  ofthe  subject,  and 
to  admit  nearly  the  whole  of  the  evidence  on  both 
sides;  treating  what  we  deemed  objections  to  com- 
petency as  mere  objections  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
proofs; — the  effect  of  which  was,  with  the  aid  of  the 
other  four  members  concurring  in  the  report  already 
submitted,  to  let  in  much  the  most  important  part  of 
of  the  testimony  adduced  by  the  non-commissioned 
claimants,  though  taken  ex  parte  and  without  notice. 
But  when  the  testimony  on  the  other  side  came  un- 
der consideration,  the  same  four  members  voted 
against  its  competency,  though  taken  on  notices,  in 
some  instances  at  least,  ample  and  abundant;  and  it 
so  happened  that  in  consequence  of  the  doubts  of 
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one  of  the  undeisigned,  and  the  influence  of  a wish 
which  he  indulged  to  have  the  case  cleared  of  all 
embarrassment,  by  re-taking  the  evidence,  much  the 
most  important  part  of  the  proof  offered  by  the  com- 
missioned claimants  was  rejected,  and  the  testimony 
before  the  committee  was  left  in  a very  confused, 
imperfect  and  chaotic  state,  and  in  such  a condition 
as  to  render  it,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned, 
in  a high  degree  unjust  to  make  it  the  basis  of  the  ac- 
tion either  in  the  committee  or  the  house,  for  any 
purpose  whatever. 

When  the  committee  had  thus  disposed  of  the 
questions  of  competency  arising  on  the  evidence  be- 
fore it,  the  commissioned  members  again  renewed 
their  application  for  further  time,  to  finish  taking 
their  testimony;  and  again  verbally  stated  to  the 
committee  the  various  difficulties  which  had  pre- 
vented the  completion  of  their  proofs  before  the  ses- 
sion of  congress.  And  this  statement  not  being 
denied  by  the  non-commissioned  claimants,  the  com- 
mittee, in  consideration  of  those  difficulties,  and  also 
in  reference  to  the  fact  that  such  of  the  testimony 
adduced  hadseen  rejected  in  the  manner  above  stated, 
deemed  the  request  reasonable,  and  determined  to 
grant  it;  and  both  parlies  being  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  testimony  could  not  be  taken  before 
the  second  Monday  of  April  next,  the  committee 
adopted  a preamble  and  resolution  as  follows: 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
are  at  present  deprived  of  five-sixths  of  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  house  of  representatives,  and  it  be- 
ing highly  expedient  that  the  decision  of  the  question 
between  the  several  claimants  to  the  five  contested 
seats  in  the  house  aforesaid,  be  made  as  speedy  as 
practicable,  consistent  with  a due  investigation  and 
deliberation,  and  J.  B.  Aycrigg,  William  Halsted  and 
others,  having  made  application  to  the  committee, 
for  time  to  take  further  evidence,  to  maintain  their 
right  to  seats  in  said  house,  and  the  contestors  hav- 
ing alleged  that,  if  the  committee  go  into  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  question  of  who  received  the  plurali- 
ty of  legal  votes,  they  desire  time  also  to  take  testi- 
mony: 

Therefore , resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  requir- 
ed to  notify  the  several  claimants  aforesaid,  that 
this  committee  will  not  proceed  to  a final  decision 
of  the  question  of  ultimate  right  depending  before 
them,  until  the  second  Monday  in  April  next,  at 
which  time  the  committee  will  report,  the  proofs  to 
be  closed,  and  will  not  receive  any  testimony  taken 
by  either  of  the  parties  after  that  time,  but  nothing 
in  this  resolution  shall  prevent  the  committee  at  any 
time  before  that  day  from  taking  up  and  deciding 
said  case,  if  the  parties  shall  declare  themselves  rea- 
dy with  all  their  testimony. 

In  justice  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  it 
should  be  stated,  that  he  indicated  to  the  committee 
an  anxious  wish  that  the  time  allowed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  proofs,  should  be  abbreviated,  with’  a 
view  to  bring  the  case,  upon  its  merits,  before  the 
house,  at  as  early  a day  as  practicable;  and  three  of 
the  undersigned,  in  deference  to  the  opinions  and 
feelings  of  the  chairman,  co-operated  with  him  in  an 
effort  to  procure  a reconsideration  of  the  above  reso- 
lution; which  was  defeated  by  the  votes  of  the  other 
members  of  the  committee. 

Nothing  now  remained  to  be  done  but  to  carry 
out  the  original  plan  as  exhibited  in  the  said  resolu- 
tions; and  accordingly  the  following  resolution  was 
offered  by  one  of  the  undersigned,  and  adopted  by 
the  committee. 

“ Resolved , That  the  parties  to  the  contested  elec- 
tion for  the  state  of  New  Jersey  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorised  to  take  the  testimony  of  such 
witnesses  as  either  of  them  may  desire  to  examine, 
Dy  dispositions  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  that 
state  in  force  at  the  time  of  taking  any  such  testi- 
mony, on  the  subject  of  contested  elections  in  simi- 
lar cases;  provided,  that  the  parties  may  by  any 
agreement  under  their  bands  regulate  the  mode  of 
giving  notice,  and  other  matters  of  form  at  their  dis- 
cretion.” 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  the 
commissioned  members  left  the  city  for  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  to  finish  taking  their  evidence,  where 
they  still  remain.  We  did  not  anticipate  nor  had 
we  an  intimation  from  any  quarter,  that  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  were  contemplated,  either  in  the 
committee  or  the  house,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  the  parties  to  complete  their  evidence; 
nor  are  we  willing  to  believe  that  the  house  would 
have  adopted  the  resolution  of  the  2Sth  of  February, 
if  it  had  known  the  situation  of  the  case  before  the 
committee,  or  anticipated  the  construction  which  the 
committee  would  put  on  the  resolution. 

Nothing  is  more  abhorentto  a well  regulated  mind, 
than  the  appearance  of  deception  or  treachery  in  the 
administration  of  justice.  We  will  not,  for  the  ho- 
nor of  our  country,  believe  that  the  highest  delibera- 
tive assembly  in  the  land,  acting  as  a judicial  tribu- 
nal, and  deciding,  not  only  upon  the  rights  of  indi- 


viduals, but  also  upon  the  rights  of  one  of  the  sove- 
reign states  of  the  union,  will,  for  a moment,  after 
these  parties  have  been  sent  away  in  confident  securi- 
ty that  they  were  to  have  time  to  fake  theirevidence, 
entertain  the  idea  of  taking  up  the  case  in  their  ab- 
sence, and  deciding  it  without  a hearing,  and  with 
the  proofs  on  one  side  wholly  incomplete.  Such  a 
procedure  would  bean  example  of  injustice  and  per- 
fidy so  flagrant,  and  establish  a precedent  so  perni- 
cious, that  it  would  hardlv  be  respectful  to  this  ho- 
norable body  to  give  it  a further  examination. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  (the  parties  hav- 
ing returned  to  New  Jersey  to  complete  their  testi- 
mony), the  subject  was  again  brought  before  the 
house,  and  a strenuous  effort  made  to  instruct  the 
committee  to  report  forthwith  who  had  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  given  at  the  polls;  and,  on  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the 
word  “lawful,”  so  as  to  require  the  committee  to  re- 
port the  lawful  votes  only,  a long,  earnest  and,  to 
some  extent,  an  angry  debate  arose;  and  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  speaker,  the  amendment  was  adopted; 
and  the  resolution  was  sent  to  the  committee  in  the 
following  form: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  of  elections  be  au- 
thorised to  report  to  this  house  such  papers  and  such 
of  their  proceedings  as  they  may  desire  to  have 
printed  by  order  of  the  house,  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed also  (to  report  forthwith,  which  five  of  the 
ten  individuals,  claiming  seats  from  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  received  the  greatest  number  of  lawful 
votes  from  the  whole  state  for  representatives  in 
congress  of  the  United  States,  at  the  election  of 
1838,  in  said  state,  with  all  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
in  their  possession):  provided,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  or  de- 
lay the  action  of  said  committee  in  taking  testimony 
and  deciding  the  said  case  upon  the  merits  of  the 
election.” 

A majority  of  the  committee,  paying  no  regard  to 
absolute  instructions  of  the  house,  to  report  the  law- 
ful votes,  decided  that  the  introduction  of  the  word 
“lawful”  did  not  affect  the  original  meaning  of  the 
proposition,  and  that  the  resistance  it  had  encounter- 
ed in  the  house  from  four  of  their  own  members 
had  no  object  in  it  but  a perverse  and  obstinate  de- 
termination on  their  part  to  oppose  a perfectly  harm- 
less amendment;  and  they  proceeded  at  once  with- 
out deigning  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  testi- 
mony before  them,  to  make  a report  on  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given  at  the  polls,  lawful  and  un- 
lawful, the  men,  and  the  boys,  the  aliens  and  the 
citizens,  without  discrimination,  and  without  stop- 
ping to  inquire  whether  the  elections  were  held  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  when  they  knew  that 
allegations  had  been  made  and  partially  established 
that  all  these  matters  would  be  proven,  and  many  of 
them,  perhaps  enough,  already  proven  by  the  testi- 
mony then  before  them,  to  change  the  result,  at  least 
in  part,  if  they  would  have  opened  and  examined  it. 
But  this  the  committee  conclude,  and  labor  through- 
out  their  report  to  prove,  they  were  not  authorised 
to  do,  because  they  were  directed  to  report  forthwith 
on  the  lawful  votes,  and  that  the  effect  of  that  om- 
nipotent and  “pungent  word  forthwith,”  neutralized 
and  nullified  the  word  lawful,  and  rendered  it  per- 
fectly nugatory;  and  that  being  required  to  report 
forthwith  the  lawful  votes  they  were  of  necessity 
compelled  to  regard  all  unlawful  votes  as  lawful 
votes,  and  that,  that  was  what  the  house  intended 
when  by  a vote  of  97  to  96  they  determined  to  in- 
sert it. 

Why,  then,  did  these  gentlemen  themselves  resist 
its  introduction?  It  was  precisely  what  they  de- 
sired! It  was  exactly  what  they  had  struggled  for 
in  committee,  and  why  did  they  not  put  the  same 
construction  on  their  own  act  in  cornmittee,  when 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chairman  it  was  then  de- 
cided to  insert  the  word  legal  under  the  same  circum- 
stances. Why  did  they  not  then  proceed  to  ascertain 
who  had  received  a majority  of  illegal  as  well  as  legal 
votes,  and  report  that  i'act  to  the  house?  Only,  we 
suppose,  because  that  “pungent  word  forthwith”  was 
omitted. 

This  branch  of  the  report,  we  confess,  we  feel 
much  difficulty  in  preparing,  from  an  indisposition 
to  say  any  thing  that  might  bear  the  appearance  of  a 
want  of  a proper  deference  for  the  opinions  of  our 
colleagues;  and  yet,  we  have  so  little  respect  for  the 
reasoning  contained  in  that  report,  that  we  scarcely 
know  how  to  characterize  or  treat  it.  We  do  not 
mean  to  impeach  their  motives  or  their  intelligence, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  impelled  to  speak  of 
it  as  the  most  extraordinary  document  that  has  ever 
come  under  our  observation.  Let  us  compare  the 
resolution  of  the  house  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  ascertain  w'hether  the  instructions  there- 
in contained  have  been  obeyed  or  disregarded. 

By  that  resolution  the  committee  are  instructed  to 
report  forthwith,  which  five  of  the  ten  individuals 
claiming  seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  re- 


ceived the  greatest  number  of  lawful  votes,  from  the 
whole  state,  for  representatives  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  election  of  1838  in  said 
state,  with  all  the  evidence  of  that  fact  in  their  pos- 
session: “Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained, 
shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  or  delay  the 
action  of  the  committee  in  taking  testimony,  or  de- 
ciding the  said  case  upon  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion.” How  has  this  position  and  absolute  instruc- 
tion been  fulfilled?  Was  there  a member  of  the 
body  that  did  not  feel  and  believe,  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  word  lawful,  that  was  so  strenuously  re- 
sisted, that  the  whole  objects  of  the  mover  of  the 
original  resolution  and  his  friends,  had  been  defeat- 
ed? Was  there  a member  of  the  house  who  antici- 
pated that  within  a few  days  from  that  time,  without 
the  examination  of  testimony,  the  committee  would 
report  that  all  the  votes  given  at  the  election  were 
lawful  votes,  because  they  were  enjoined  to  report 
forthwith,  when  they  were  expressly  required  to  re- 
port who  received  the  greatest  number  of  lawful 
votes  only  from  the  whole  state;  and  if  there  was 
no  testimony  before  the  committee  to  enable  them  to 
report  forthwith,  what  they  were  required  to  report. 
Why  did  they  not  state  that  fact  to  the  house?  Why 
did  they  not  report,  that  the  testimony  is  incomplete, 
and  the  parties  to  the  contest  are  now,  by  order  of 
the  committee,  at  home,  taking'  evidence  to  estab- 
lish what  you  have  instructed  us  to  report?  Why 
did  they  not  give  to  that  pungent  word  “forthwith,” 
its  plain,  common  sense  meaning,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, without  unnecessary  delay?  But,  instead  of 
that,  it  is  made  to  control  the  whole  resolution. — 
What  says  the  report: 

“When  the  proposition  to  instruct  was  originally 
introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the  application  with 
which  the  committee  had  come  before  the  house,  its 
intent  was  clear  that  a report  should  be  immediately 
made  of  the  names  of  those  who  had  received  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  at  the  last  congressional 
election  in  New  Jersey.  If  any  thing  more  was 
wanting  to  explain  the  meaning  of  this  proposition, 
it  is  to  be  found  in  the  proviso  which  was  added,  and 
which  clearly  indicated  that  the  action  which  (he 
house  was  moved  to  demand,  did  not  contemplate 
an  interference  with  the  course  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  “taking  of  testimony,  and  deciding  the 
case  upon  the  merits  of  the  election.” 

And,  yet,  when  the  resolution  is  so  altered  as  to 
require  the  committee  to  report  upon  the  lawful  votes 
only,  it  means  precisely  what  was  intended  before 
the  amendment  was  adopted.  Such  a course  of  rea- 
soning, we  take  for  granted,  cannot  be  satisfactory, 
either  to  the  house  or  the  country. 

The  report  proceeds  to  say: 

“At  the  same  lime,  the  committee  cannot  entirely 
(mark  the  word)  entirely  overlook  the  word  lawful 
or  strike  that  from  the  resolution,  which  was  insert- 
ed upon  a contest  so  close,  as  to  require  a casting 
vote  for  its  decision;”  which  casting  vote  may  as 
well  bo  ascribed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
as  to  the  speaker  of  the  house,  for  one  vote  counted 
as  much  as  the  other;  and  one  would  respectfully  in- 
quire whether  the  honorable  chairman,  himself,  who 
drafted  that  report,  attached  no  importance  to  the 
insertion  of  the  word  lawful,  at  the  time  he  voted 
for  it. 

The  report  goes  on. 

“There  is  but  one  other  basis  left,  and  that  is  the 
prima  facie  case  upon  the  returns  of  the  local  offi- 
cers of  the  several  polls;  and  the  nature  of  the  con- 
troversy taken  into  consideration,  it  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  to  this  basis  the  resolution  looked.” 

But,  the  very  subject  of  the  controversy  before  the 
house,  was,  whether  the  resolution  should  look  to 
that  basis  or  not — whether  it  should  look  to  the 
whole  vote,  or  the  lawful  votes  only;  and  it  had  been 
decided  by  the  casting  vote  referred  to,  that  it  should 
look  to  the  lawful  vote  only;  and  not  to  the  whole 
vote  given,  as  originally  proposed  by  the  resolution, 
and  while  the  committee  “cannot  entirely  overlook 
the  word  lawful,”  or  strike  it  from  the  resolution, 
they  find  no  difficulty  in  disregarding  its  plain  im- 
port and  meaning,  and  they  report  the  very  matter 
they  were  instructed,  by  the  house,  not  to  report, 
and  this  not  from  a desire  to  make  such  a report, 
(because  five  members  of  that  committee  had  con- 
stantly refused  to  make  a report  based  upon  any 
such  principle),  but  in  strict  obedience  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  house.  But,  in  addition  to  this 
“pungent  word,  forthwith,”  it  is  said  “the  proviso 
qualified  the  meaning  of  the  word  lawful.  Now,  the 
construction  that  we  give  to  the  proviso,  is,  that  it 
qualifies  this  word,  “forthwith,”  and  was  intended 
as  a qualification  of  that  word,  when  first  introduc- 
ed.— That  is  to  say,  that  whilst  you  are  required  to 
report,  forthwith,  which  five  of  these  ten  gentlemen 
received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the 
whole  state,  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
constructed  as  to  prevent,  or  delay  the  action,  of 
the  committee  in  taking  testimony,  or  deciding  said 
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case  upon  the  merits  of  the  election.  It  appears 
to  us  that  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  the  proviso  was  intended  as  a qualifica- 
tion to  the  “forthwith”  report  to  be  made;  and  it  is 
totally  in  comprehensible  to  us,  how  the  minds  of  the 
committee  could  have  been  drawn  into  the  strange 
error,  that  the  proviso  was  intended  to  qualify  what, 
at  the  time  it  was  written,  constituted  no  part  of  the 
resolution. 

The  subsequent  introduction  of  the  word  lawful, 
as  we  conceive,  not  only  does,  but  was  intended  to 
qualify,  control  and  explain,  the  whole  resolution; 
it  was  an  explanation  of  itself.  But  the  committee, 
have  determined  that  the  word  forthwith,  and  the 
proviso,  which  were  intended  to  be  explained,  by 
the  word  lawful,  themselves,  explain  the  explana- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  nullifies  and  renders  alto- 
gether nugatory,  this  most  important  and  all  con- 
trolling explanatory  amendment. 

There  is  one  view  of  this  subject  that  is  truly  sin- 
gular, however,  and  that  is,  that  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  when  the  same  facts  were  admitted 
before  the  house  that  are  now  reported  hy  the  com- 
mittee, there  was  not  a member  of  this  body  pre- 
pared to  give  the  seats  to  those  who  received  a ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  given,  including  the  bad  with 
the  good.  Why  was  the  case  ever  referred  to  the 
committee?  The  house  having  refused  to  recognize 
those  persons  as  members  who  have  the  legal  com- 
missions, and  not  venturing  at  that  time  to  recognize 
those  who  had  no  returns,  and  only  claimed  that  they 
had  received  a majority  of  legal  and  illegal  votes, 
the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a committee  for 
investigation  under  such  circumstances  as  to  indicate 
conclusively,  that  those  of  this  body  who  were  in 
favor  of  going  behind  the  commissions,  contemplated 
an  inquiry  the  most  ample  and  comprehensive. 

To  this  result  the  undersigned  are  led  by  a review 
of  all  the  circumstances  which  have  attended  the 
house  on  this  subject,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  as  well  as  by  the  flagrant  injustice  which 
will  mark  the  contrary  course,  leading,  with  a haste 
unparalleled,  to  the  decision  of  a great  and  impor- 
tant question  in  the  absence  of  the  parties,  and  con- 
trary to  the  expectations  which  they  had  been  au- 
thorised to  indulge. 

In  order  to  bring  this  subject  more  fully  before 
the  house,  the  undersigned  deem  it  proper  to  state, 
that  immediately  upon  the  assembling  of  the  com- 
mittee, under  the  resolution  herein  examined,  the 
majority,  without  considering  the  proofs  admitted  to 
be  competent,  the  tendency  of  winch  was  to  show 
that  unlawful  votes  had  been  polled  for  non-commis- 
sioned claimants,  settled  “forthwith,”  the  principles 
upon  which  the  report  should  be  made;  and  peremp- 
torily instructed  rhe  chairman  to  add  the  votes  of 
Milville  and  South  Amboy,  to  those  counted  by  the 
governor  in  privy  council;  thus  resolving  the  duties 
of  the  committee  into  the  solution  of  an  arithmetical 
problem  of  the  most  simple  character. 

But  there  is  an  additional  and  most  imposing  fact 
which  we  desire  to  present  for  the  reconsideration 
of  the  house,  before  they  decide  this  important 
question. 

At  the  moment  the  committee  had  the  report  un- 
der consideration,  and  before  any  vote  was  taken 
thereon,  the  chairman  had  in  possession  a sealed 
package  of  depositions,  addressed  to  the  speaker  of 
the  house,  to  the  care  of  the  chairman,  and  endorsed 
“depositions  in  the  New  Jersey  case,”  forwarded 
by  the  commissioned  claimants;  and  which  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  refused  to  send  to  the 
speaker,  to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be  opened, 
and  taken  into  consideration  in  the  decision  of  the 
question  ttien  pending  in  committee.  On  examina- 
tion, we  find  that  the  said  depositions  establish  and 
prove  illegal  votes  cast  for  the  non-commissioned 
claimants,  which,  added  to  other  unlawful  votes  al- 
ready proven,  are  sufficient  to  give  one  of  the  com- 
missioned claimants  [Mr.  Stratton]  his  seat,  on  the 
ground  of  receiving  a majority  of  lawful  votes  cast 
at  the  polls. 

The  following  table  will  show  how  many  illegal 
votes  the  commissioned  members  must  prove  (if  the 
votes  of  Milville  and  South  Amboy  be  added)  to  es- 
tablish their  right  over  their  opponents  to  the  vacant 


seats,  viz: 
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Cooper, 
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Vroorn, 
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The  proofs  laid  in  the  first  instance  before  the 
committee,  would  have  established  both  Messrs. 
Stratton  and  Maxwell  in  their  seats  had  the  same 
been  in  all  respects  competent. 

The  injustice  of  refusing  to  examine  the  new  de- 
positions is  the  more  apparent  from  the  fact  that 
they  were  taken  as  substitutes  for  other  depositions 
on  the  same  subject,  which  had  been  rejected  under 
circumstances  herein  before  detailed.  Their  weight 


and  effect  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the 
contesting  party  was  present,  and  cross-examined 
the  witnesses. 

The  undersigned  made  strenuous  efforts  to  induce 
the  majority  of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  word 
'‘lawful”  whenever  it  appears  in  their  report  as 
qualifying  the  word  “votes,”  so  that  the  language  of 
the  report  might  correspond  with  the  principle  on 
which  it  is  based,  and  thus  all  misapprehension, 
either  by  the  house  or  the  country,  be  excluded;  and 
also  to  induce  the  majority  to  insert  a clause  in  their 
report  to  indicate  opposition  to  it  in  the  committee, 
and  to  grant  us  time  for  the  exposition  of  our  views 
through  the  medium  of  a counter-report;  but  their 
efforts  proved  wholly  unavailing. 

We  have  said  enough,  we  trust,  to  establish  the 
propriety  of  having  the  report  of  the  committee  re- 
committed; that  the  instructions  given  may  be  litte- 
rally  and  faithfully  obeyed. 

With  this  statement  of  facts,  to  sustain  which  we 
respectfully  ask  for  the  printing  of  all  the  documents, 
we  leave  the  case  to  the  house;  and  if  it  be  contem- 
plated to  make  a report,  submitted  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  basis  of  any  aclion  that  will  com- 
promise the  rights  of  either  of  the  parties  in  this 
controversy,  we  beg  leave,  as  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  representatives  of  the  people,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  sovereign  states  of  this  union,  to  protest 
against  what  we  conceive  a most  indefensible  and 
unlawful  proceeding. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE, 
JNO.  M.  BOTTS, 

GEO.  W.  CRABB, 
TRUMAN  SMITH. 

Washington,  March  10,  1840. 
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SENATE. 

March  19.  Mr.  Taltmadge  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a number  of  citizens  of  Oswego,  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of  a bankrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Mr.  T.  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  establishing  a ge- 
neral bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  memorial  of  a number 
of  citizens  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  praying  Ihe  pas- 
sage of  a bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a memorial 
from  a number  of  citizens  of  Belmont  and  Jefferson 
counties,  in  Ohio,  calling  the  attention  of  congress 
to  the  universal  distress  which  pervades  the  coun- 
try, paralizing  industry  and  enterprise,  and  point- 
ing to  the  encouragement  of  silk  as  one  of  the  re- 
medies likely  to  aid  in  mitigating  it. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  submitted  the  following  motion; 

Resolved,  That  during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
session  of  congress  the  daily  meetings  of  the  senate 
shall  commence  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  bill  to 
arrange  the  circuits  of  the  federal  courts  was  taken 
up,  and  Mr.  S.  submitted  a substitute  for  the  bill; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  pro- 
vide compensation  for  injuries  to  property  commit- 
ted by  marauding  Indians;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Norvell  submitted  the  following  motion, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re-establish- 
ing a military  post  at  Detroit,  and  of  erecting  barracks 
and  constructing  fortifications  for  the  protection  of  the 
same;  for  improving  the  forts  Gratiot,  Mackinack,  the 
Sault  St.  Marie  and  Green  Bay. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Southard, 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  inform  the  senate,  1,  What  are  the  rank  and  com- 
mission which  lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.  and  lieut. 
William  L.  Hudson  now  hold  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States;  2,  Whether  the  said  officers,  or  either 
of  them,  received  from  the  department  or  otherwise, 
before  they  left  the  United  States,  any  other  commis- 
sion or  authority  as  naval  officers,  or  in  any  other,  and 
in  what  respect  or  character,  than  as  lieutenants  in  the 
navy;  3,  Whether  the  department  has  information  that 
either,  or  both,  of  said  officers  have,  since  their  depar- 
ture from  the  United  States,  assumed  and  used  any 
other,  and  what,  uniform  or  flag  above  that  of  lieuten- 
ant; or  lieutenant  commanding,  and  if  they  have,  by 
what  right  or  authority  the  same  has  been  done. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  damage 
sustained  by  individuals  in  the  wars  with  the  Indian 
tribes  since  1830  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

After  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  20.  The  vice  president  submitted  a com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  compliance 


with  a resolution  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  and  the  removal  of  the  Winne- 
bago Indians;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Western  Michigan,  praying  an  amendment  to  the 
pre-emption  laws;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands. 

Also,  a memorial  praying  the  passage  of  a gene- 
ral bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  corn- 
mitte  on  the  judiciary. 

Also,  several  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery;  the  motion  to  receive  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  a communication  from  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  presenting  an 
exhibit  of  their  situation  and  resources;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a document  in  relation  to 
Spanish  claims  in  Missouri;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a memorial  from  inhabitants  of  Missouri, 
praying  for  an  alteration  of  the  pre-emption  laws; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Grundy  presented  a memorial  from  members 
of  the  bar  in  East  Tennessee,  praying  for  an  addi- 
tional term  in  each  year  of  the  district  court  in  Ten- 
nessee; which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  praying  for  an  increase  of  duty 
on  imported  silks;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a document  containing  a 
summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  mint  for 
the  last  twenty-one  years;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Young  presented  two  petitions  for  post  routes, 
one  from  Davenport,  Iowa,  to  Peru,  111.  and  another 
from  Springfield  to  Dubuque;  which  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Porter  presented  a memorial,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Port  Sheldon;  wh'ch  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  commerce. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  property  destroyed  or  plundered  by  preda- 
tory bands  of  Indians,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Myers, 
Reid,  Gross  and  Allen,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  inform 
the  senate  what  proportion  of  treasury  notes,  issued  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  act  of  October  12,  1S37,  and 
subsequent  act,  has  been  paid  to  public  creditors  of  the 
United  States  in  discharge  of  their  claims,  and  what 
proportion  has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  raising  mo- 
ney from  banks  or  individuals;  together  with  a state- 
ment of  the  rales  of  interest  borne  by  the  notes  of  the 
several  issues  respectively.  And  that  he  also  inform 
the  senate  whether  the  treasury  notes  bearing  interest 
have  been  deposited  in  banks  for  the  purpi.se  of  raising 
a eredit,  and  to  be  drawn  against  by  the  treasury  de- 
partment; and  if  any  such  deposites  have  been  made, 
to  state  the  dates  and  amounts  thereof,  and  the  dates 
and  sums  of  the  drafts  made  thereon. 

Mr.  Norvell  submilted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  such  information  as  may  be 
in  possession  of  the  department  on  the  subject  of  the 
application  of  a mineral  solution  to  the  preservation  of 
timber,  called  “Kyanising,”  in  the  report  of  the  bureau 
of  the  topygraphical  engineers,  with  the  effect,  mode  of 
application  and  cost  of  timber  so  prepared,  particularly 
in  reference  to  the  construction  of  piers,  jettees  and 
other  similar  works,  as  well  as  for  naval  structure. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Lumpkin,  proposing  to  substitute  11  for  12  as  the 
hour  of  meeting  of  the  senate,  being  taken  up,  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Hubbard  and 
King,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  damages 
sustained  by  individuals  irt  the  wars  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  since  1830,  coming  up  on  its  third  reading, 
Mr.  Lumpkin  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  back  to 
the  committee  on  claims,  with  instrutionc  to  strike 
out  that  clause  which  required  the  third  auditor  to 
report  the  claims  to  congress,  before  they  were  set- 
tled. 

The  recommitment  was  further  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Clny,  of  Alabama,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Wright;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  9,  noes  19. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and 
afterwards  adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  23.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  said  he  had  been 
charged  with  the  presentation  of  a number  of  pe- 
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petitions.  The  first  was  from  a large  number  of 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  asking  the  passage  of  a 
uniform  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  C.  took  occasion  to 
say  that  he  had  been  at  all  times  favorable  to  such 
a measure,  and  wa3  then  ready  to  support  such  a 
bill  when  found  suitable  in  its  details  for  the  exi- 
gencies  required. 

The  second  petition  was  from  James  Morgan,  a 
highly  respectable  and  meritorious  individual,  ask- 
ing for  a pension  or  some  other  compensation,  such 
as  might  be  deemed  just  and  reasonable. 

The  third  petition  was  from  63  citizens  of  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  These  persons  were  of  that  praise- 
worthy class,  “ hardfisted ” mechanics  and  agricul- 
turists. The  petition  was  not  long,  and  inasmuch 
as  they  did  not  often  hear  from  that  valuable  por- 
tion of  our  fellow  citizens,  he  would  like  the  me- 
morial to  be  read.  They  speak  of  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  show  that  their 
property  is  not  saleable  at  any  price  for  want  of 
money;  that  the  produce  of  the  farms  and  wares  of 
the  merchant  were  alike  on  their  hands;  that  no 
buildings  were  commenced,  and  that  a great  num- 
ber of  their  valuable  mechanics  were  thrown  out  of 
employ,  through  the  wide  ruin  and  distress  which 
pervaded  the  land.  Mr.  C.  was  aware  that  the 
objects  were  not  likely  to  be  acted  on;  but,  out  of 
respect  to  the  parties,  he  would  move  that  it  be 
printed.  [ The  memorial  was  then  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed]. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Beaver  and  Mercer  coun- 
ties, Pennsylvania,  asking  that  Texas  may  not  be 
admitted  into  the  union.  As  there  was  no  such 
proposition  before  the  senate,  nor  likely  to  be,  he 
would  move  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  same  counties,  asking 
that  proper  measures  might  be  taken  for  the  recog- 
nition of  Hayti.  Mr.  C.  did  not  know  why  he  had 
been  made  the  organ  to  present  such  a petition,  but 
it  was  his  duty  to  get  rid  of  it.  Whether  the  inde- 
pendence of  Hayti  was  recognised  or  not,  some 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  make  that  govern- 
ment do  justice  to  our  citizens  whose  property  had 
been  sequestered  by  them.  He  moved  that  the  pe- 
tition be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky, expressing  its  dissent  to  any  proposition  to 
cede  the  public  lands,  or  to  make  any  other  disposi- 
tion of  them  that  would  not  result  to  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  United  States. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  also 
presented  and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  a memorial  of  citizens  of  Fulton 
county,  New  Vork,  in  favor  of  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Clayton,  a memorial  of  citizens  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  praying  that  this  government 
may  unite  with  other  governments  in  causing  a sur- 
vey of  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  to  ascertain  the  prac- 
ticability of  cutting  a canal  across  said  isthmus; 
and,  if  found  to  be  so,  then  to  unite  with  said  na- 
tions in  carrying  the  project  into  efFect. 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  a memorial  of  citizens  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  imposition  of  a duty  on  foreign  silk. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  one  hundred  and  one  citi- 
zens of  the  first  ward  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
principally  mechanics  and  workingmen,  asking 
congress  to  take  measures  to  compel  the  banks  of 
the  District  to  resume  specie  payments;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Smith.,  of  Indiana,  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  the 
motion  to  receive  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun,  a memorial  of  sea  captains,  tra- 
ders, merchants,  and  citizens  of  Georgetown,  South 
Carolina,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  at 
that  port. 

Mr.  Roane,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
United  States  insurance  company  and  of  the  insu- 
rance company  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  for  property  seized  and  se- 
questered by  the  government  of  Hayti  in  1814, 
asked  to  be  discharged  (rom  its  further  considera- 
tion ; which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  afterwards  adjourned. 

March  24.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  of 
sundry  proprietors  and  managers  of  American  steam 
vessels,  on  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  certain  en- 
actments of  the  proposed  law  relating  to  steam- 
boats; which  wa3  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  a memorial  of  Hiram  Pow- 
ers, now  a resident  of  the  city  of  Florence,  praying 
that  works  of  art  executed  by  Americans  in  foreign 
countries  may  be  imported  free  of  duty;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Davis  presented  a memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Sippican,  Mass,  praying  that  it  may 
be  made  a port  of  entry;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  White  presented  a memorial  and  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, asking  a further  appropriation  lor  the  con- 
struction of  a harbor  at  Michigan  city,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  ori  commerce,  aud  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  presented  a memorial  of 
the  legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  congress  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  Cum- 
berland road;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fulton  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a bill 
authorising  the  inhabitants  of  section  10  south, 
range  1 east,  to  locate  a half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a paper  in  relation  to 
drawbacks;  which  he  prefaced  with  some  remarks. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business,  and  afterwards  adjourned. 

March  25.  The  vice  president  presented  a com- 
munication from  the  war  department,  covering  a re- 
port from  the  topographical  bureau,  showing  the 
survey  of  certain  rivers  in  Wiskonsin. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  a communi- 
cation in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Webster,  of 
Monday  last,  in  relation  to  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Porter  presented  a joint  resolution  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a general  bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Illinois,  in  relation  to  certain  post  routes. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
legislature  of  Michigan,  asking  a rail  road  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  legislature 
of  Wiskonsin,  asking  a rail  road  from  Platteville  to 
the  Mississippi,  on  Platte  river. 

Mr.  Norvell  introduced  a bill  fixing  the  time  of 
meeting  of  the  next  session  of  congress  on  the  2d 
Tuesday  in  November  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  remain- 
ed therein  until  the  usual  time  of  adjournment. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  19.  Mr.  Parmenter  laid  before 
the  house  other  testimony  in  relation  to  the  con- 
tested election  of  Massachusetts;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  elections. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
finished business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the 
resolution  heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina,  from  the  committee  of  elections,  to 
print  all  the  testimony  in  relation  to  the  contested 
election  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  To  which 
resolution  an  amendment  had  been  heretofore  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Rice  Garland,  to  print  the  testimony 
received  since  the  report  of  the  said  committee  was 
made. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  possession  of 
the  floor,  resumed  his  remarks  in  defence  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  of  elections;  and  still 
retained  the  floor  when 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  for  the  orders  of 
the  day,  as  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

Before  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  the  speaker  presented  the  following  communi- 
cation: 

1.  A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  9th  inst.  relative  to  the  removal  of 
the  city  post  office;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  buildings. 

2.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmit- 
ting the  report  of  the  third  auditor,  in  reply  to  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  9th 
inst.  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  claim  lor 
horses  lost  during  the  late  hostilities  with  the  Creek 
and  Seminole  Indians  in  Alabama  and  Florida,  by 
the  Alabama  volunteers:  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs. 

3.  Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  trans- 
mitting a report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  24th  ultimo,  calling  upon  the 
war  department  to  communicate  such  information 
as  it  may  be  possessed  of  relative  to  the  causes  re- 
quiring troops  to  guard  the  payment  of  annuities 
to  Indians  on  the  JDes  Moines  river;  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

4.  The  memorial  of  Lemuel  Wheelock  and  others, 
legal  voters  of  the  sixth  congressional  district, 
against  the  right  of  Osmyn  Baker  to  a seat  in  the 


house  of  representatives:  referred  to  the  committee 
of  elections. 

5.  A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  trans- 
mitting a report  of  allowances  made  to  contractors 
within  the  year  ending  the  1st  July,  1S39,  &o.;  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

6.  Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  9th  instant,  transmitting  statements  of 
moneys  invested  in  the  stocks  of  the  several  states; 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

7.  Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  9th  instant,  transmitting  copies  of 
the  correspondence  on  file  in  the  navy  department 
between  admiral  Baudin,  of  the  French  navy,  and 
commodore  W.  B.  Shubrick,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  at  Pensacola,  during  the  month  of  June  last: 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

8.  Depositions  in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  elec- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice  Garland,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Chinn  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  a proper 
time,  introduce  a bill  to  abolish  the  land  district  in 
Louisiana,  known  as  the  Greensburg  and  south- 
eastern district,  and  to  establish  a new  one,  to  be 
designated  as  the district,  and  for  other  pur- 

poses. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair), 
and  took  up  the  bill  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes.  Mr.  Bond  addressed  the  committee  for  about 
an  hour.  When  Mr.  Bond  finished,  Mr.  Vander- 
poel  took  the  floor  and  spoke  until  five  o’clock  in 
support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trumbul  next  obtained  the  floor,  on  whose 
motion  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andre ivs,  the  house  then  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  March  20.  The  journal  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  it  be  coirected 
by  inserting  that  he  had  yesterday  moved,  when 
certain  evidence  in  the  New  Jersey  case  was  com- 
municated by  the  chair,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  elections;  and  that  thereupon  Mr. 
Garland,  ol  Louisiana,  had  made  his  motion  to  lay 
it  on  the  table.  The  correction  was  agreed  to,  and 
made. 

Mr.  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
elections,  wished  to  modify  bis  resolution  (to  which 
Mr.  R.  Garland  had  moved  an  amendment  for  print- 
ing  testimony  since  received)  so  as  to  require  the 
printing  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  pa- 
pers accompanying  the  same. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  C.  stated  that  he  had  been  directed  by  the 
committee  to  make  two  reports,  but,  to  save  time, 
he  had  reduced  them  to  one  in  the  modification  now 
proposed. 

Mr.  Bolts  asked  Mr.  Campbell  some  question, 
which,  owing  to  his  turning  entirely  away  Horn  the 
reporters,  wholly  escaped  their  ear. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  the  modification  was  a 
matter  ol  little  consequence,  and  as  gentlemen  seem- 
ed disposed  to  object,  he  would  relieve  them  by 
withdrawing  it. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  (a  member  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee),  resumed  the  floor  in  de- 
fence of  the  report  and  ot  the  whole  course  of  the 
majority,  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Jenifer.  He 
continued  to  speak  till  near  the  close  of  the  morn- 
ing hour;  and  as  soon  as  he  concluded  his  remarks — 

Mr.  Waterson,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  question  being  stated  on  seconding  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question — 

Mr.  Bolts  remonstrated,  claiming  the  right  of  re- 

p'y- 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  if  there  was  any  question 
as  to  who  was  in  justice  entitled  to  the  floor,  his 
claim  was  better  than  that  of  any  other  gentleman, 
since  he  had  moved  the  amendment  on  which  the 
vote  was  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Cambell  said  that  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee of  elections  were  willing  to  rest  the  question 
as  it  now  stood;  but,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Bolts)  was  desirous  to  speak  in  reply,  he 
hoped  he  would  not  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so. 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  North  Carolina,  (a  member  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee),  said  he  had  been  very 
desirous  of  speaking  on  the  question,  and  had  se- 
veral times  endeavored  to  get  the  floor  for  that  pur- 
pose; but,  if  gentlemen  looked  at  the  nature  of  the 
debate,  they  must  perceive  the  impropriety  of  any 
more  members  of  the  majority  speaking  now  upon 
it.  The  debate  was  occasioned  by  an  attack  upon 
the  majority  of  the  committee — upon  their  conduct, 
if  not  upon  their  motives  also.  They  had  been  ar- 
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raigned  before  the  house;  and  all  they  had  had  to 
do  was  to  defend  themselves.  Thus  far  they  had 
done  so  successfully;  and  he  was  entirely  willing 
to  rest  their  cause  on  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Brown);  he  considered  the 
pleadings  on  the  one  part  closed;  the  charges  against 
the  majority  of  the  committee  had  been  fully  and 
satisfactorily  answered,  and  there  was  no  need  on 
their  part  ofany  more  speeches,  unless  new  charges 
should  be  brought  forward.  If,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Botls)  was  inclined  to 
bring  new  accusation,  they  were  bound  to  reply; 
until  then,  he  was  willing  the  house  should  take 
any  course  in  the  business  they  might  deem  best. 

Mr.  Stanley  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
("Mr.  Medill)  had  nothing  to  reply  to  the  charge 
which  had  been  brought  against  him,  Mr.  S.  was 
ready  to  sustain  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Medill  said  he  desired  to  know  what  charge 
had  been  brought?  When  he  knew  what  was  the 
charge,  he  should  be  ready  to  answer. 

Mr.  Bolls  said  he  would  remove  all  difficulty,  and 
grant  the  gentlemen  all  they  asked. 

Mr.  Slanly  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  did 
not  claim  to  speak,  he  would  himself,  renew  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question;  but,  after  a few 
moments  conversation,  across  the  house,  he  conclud- 
ed to  withdraw  it;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Bolts  a member  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, took  the  floor  and  commenced  a speech  in 
which  he  said  he  should  review  the  entire  course 
of  the  majority  both  in  the  house  and  in  the  com- 
mittee in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  case,  and  pledg- 
ed himself  to  prove  that  not  a step  had  been  taken 
by  them  in  it,  from  the  beginning,  that  had  not  been 
marked  with  some  outrage.  He  had  spoken  but  a 
short  time,  when  the  chair  announced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  adverting  to  the  necessity  of  speedy 
action  on  the  treasury  note  bill,  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  and  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  with  a view'  to  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  that  bill. 

Mr.  Russell  contended  for  the  order  of  the  house 
which  required  that  this  day  and  to-morrow  be  de- 
voted to  private  bills. 

Mr.  Jones  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  suspend- 
ing the  rules,  which  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  103, 
nays  72. 

T wo-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  war  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  house,  proposing  a plan  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

The  private  orders  of  the  day  having  been  an- 
nounced— 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  (Mr.  Davee,  of  Maine,  in  the  chair). 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  remit  duties  upon  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city 
of  New  York  in  December,  1835,”  passed  July  7, 
1838. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Pelrilcin,  Rhelt 
and  Holleman,  and  advocated  at  some  length  by 
Messrs.  Curtis,  Hoffman,  W.  Thompson,  Grinnell 
and  Monroe. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  offered  an  amendment  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  original  act  of  1838  to  all  persons 
in  sea  port  towns,  being  ports  of  entry,  who  had 
sustained  losses  by  fire  of  goods  in  unbroken  pack- 
ages. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Reed,  (Ha- 
bersham in  explanation),  Underwood,  Dawson,  Cur- 
tis, Rhelt  and  Pannenter. 

After  several  propositions  for  amendment,  [the 
purport  of  which  the  reporter  could  not  distinctly 
hear,] 

Mr.  Rhelt  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause,  which  motion  was  rejected:  ayes  58,  noes  67. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Petrikin’s 
amendment  (given  above)  and  was  rejected. 

And  the  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  on  which  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  32,  nays  107,  so  the  motion  was 
rejected.  The  house  then  adjourned. 

Saturday , March  21.  The  journal  having  been 
read — Mr.  Welter  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  three  be  appoint- 
ed to  ascertain  and  report  whether  any  officer  of  this 
house  has,  during  the  present  session,  furnished  station- 
ery to  any  person  not  entitled  by  law  to  the  same;  also, 
to  report  the  probable  value  thereof. 

Mr.  Chinn  said  he  would  move  so  to  amend  the 
resolution  as  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  members  ol 
the  house  also. 


Mr.  Dawson  objected  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
but  which,  in  the  confusion  of  the  house,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  reporter  to  hear.  He  was  under- 
stood to  say,  however,  that  he  hoped  nothing  of  a 
character  so  disrespectful  to  this  body  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Weller  said  that  his  resolution  did  notpropose 
an  examination  of  the  fact  whether  members  of 
congress  used  more  stationery  than  was  necessa- 
ry for  the  transaction  of  their  business,  for  of  this 
the  members  themselves  must  be  the  judges;  but 
he  had  understood  that  some  of  the  officers  of 
this  house  had  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing 
stationery  to  letter  writers,  reporters  and  others, 
not  embraced  within  the  law.  Now,  he  sim- 
ply proposed  an  examination  into  the  truth  of 
this  allegation.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Dawson ) might  think  this  a “trifling”  matter,  but 
he  was  one  of  those  who  believed  that  all  abuses  of 
this  sort  should  be  corrected.  He  was  unwilling 
that  the  people  of  this  country  should  be  taxed  to 
purchase  stationery  for  letter  writers  and  others 
who  saw  proper  to  lounge  about  the  capitol  during 
the  session  of  congress.  He  cared  not  who  the  re- 
solution might  operate  upon,  the  practice  to  which 
he  adverted  was  a violation  of  the  law,  and  should 
not  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  Dawson  was  understood  to  say  that  the  clerk 
of  the  house  had  charge  of  the  stationery,  and  that 
he  (Mr.  D.)  had  so  much  confidence  in  that  officer 
that  he  believed  he  would  not  suffer  an  improper 
use  to  be  made  of  it.  Mr.  D.  objected,  therefore, 
to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Craig  thereupon  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule  to  enable  Mr.  Weller  to  offer  his  resolution,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  house 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Galbraith  gave  notice  that  he  would  at  a pro- 
per time,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Alleghany  river. 

Mr.  Marvin  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an  early 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  usual  biltfor  the  im- 
provement of  rivers  and  harbors. 

The  chair  announced  that  the  business  first  in 
order  was  the  resolution  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee of  elections  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their  chairman, 
proposing  to  print  all  the  testimony  connected  with 
the  New  Jersey  contested  election,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  R.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  to  discharge 
the  committee  of  elections  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey 
question. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Hopkins,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  9th  instant,  to  inquire 
whether  any  of  the  officers  of  the  house  were  en- 
gaged in  the  prosecution  of  private  claims  before 
congress,  introduced  a resolution  empowering  the 
committee  to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  which  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bolts  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from  yester- 
day on  the  New’  Jersey  election;  but  not  being  in 
his  seat — 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  i hat 
the  morning  hour  be  devoted  to  the  reception  of  re- 
ports of  committees. 

And  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  A.  Smith  that  the 
states  be  called  for  petitions. 

Objections  were  made  in  both  instances,  and  mo- 
tions to  suspend  the  rules  were  made  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  inquired  of  the  chair  what 
was  the  business  of  the  house? 

The  speaker  replied  that  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  was  the  proposition  to  print 
certain  documents  relating  to  the  New  Jersey  elec- 
tion, and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bolts) 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  was  not  now  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  did  not 
see  why  the  house  should  pass  over  this  business. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Botls),  it  was 
true,  had  the  floor,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that,  if  he 
wished  to  claim  it,  he  ought  to  be  here.  Mr.  T. 
did  not  know  what  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
house  on  similar  occasions,  but  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  house  had  not  heretofore  passed 
over  the  business  in  order,  because  of  the  absence  of 
a member  entitled  to  the  floor.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  gentleman  to  be  here,  and,  as  Tie  was  not,  the 
house  ought  to  go  on  without  him. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Slanly  was  understood  to  say  that  the  com- 
mittee of  elections  (of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  Mr.  Bolts,  was  a member)  was  in  session 
this  morning,  and  it  would  be  remembered  that  leave 
had  been  granted  to  that  committee  to  sit  during  the 
session  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Bolts  at  this  moment  made  his  appearance, 
having  only  this  moment  left  the  room  of  the  com- 
mittee of  elections,  where  he  had  been  in  attend- 
ance as  a member  thereof. 


Mr.  B.  then  resumed  his  remarks  in  continuation 
of  the  argument  yesterday  commenced  by  him — 
of  which,  however,  the  reporter  could  not  hear  more 
than  one-half— Mr.  B.  constantly  turning  round  and 
addressing  himself  tootherparts  of  the  house,  when 
his  voice  wras  entirely  lost. 

Mr.  B.  had  not  concluded  when,  the  morning  hour 
having  elapsed,  and  the  speaker  having  announced 
the  private  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  he  could  not  permit 
any  opportunity  to  pass  by  without  urging  the  house 
to  take  up  the  treasury  note  bill.  He  asked  for  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  make  a 
motion  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  to  con- 
sider that  bill;  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were  yeas  103,  nays  68.  So  [there  not  being  two- 
thirds  in  the  affirmative]  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Monday,  March  23.  This  being  the  alternate 
Monday  fixed  upon  by  the  rules  for  the  reception 
of  resolutions.  Mr.  Clifford  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  in  order  to  introduce  a resolution  that  the 
house  now  resume  the  reception  of  petitions  com- 
mencing where  it  left  oil' on  last  Monday. 

The  question  being  put,  the  ayes  were  77,  the 
noe3  31.  No  quorum  having  voted,  Mr.  Adams 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered 
and  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  107,  nays  62. 
Two-thirds  not  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  resuming 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes;  on  which  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  They  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follow’s: 
Yeas  112,  nays  67.  Not  two-thirds. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution?, 
which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  a statement  of  all  the  sums  of 
money  belong  to  the  navy  pension  fund  which  have  at 
any  time  been  invested  in  stocks  of  the  several  stales; 
specifying  the  authority  by  which  such  investments 
have  been  made,  the  dates  of  such  investments,  the 
rates  at  which  the  several  purchases  of  the  stocks  have 
been  made,  and  the  dates  and  rates  at  which  they 
have  been  sold. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  house, 
if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  department  of  state  and 
the  diplomatic  functionaries  of  the  United  States  in 
France,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Prussia,  and  with 
those  governments,  or  either  of  them,  relating  to  the 
surrender,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  of 
persons  charged  with  piracy  and  murder  on  board  of 
the  United  States  schooner  Plattsburg,  in  the  year 
1817.  Also,  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  de- 
mand, by  the  charge  d’affuirs  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
surrender  of  a mutineer  in  the  British  armed  ship  Lee, 
in  1819;  with  any  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States  with  regard  to  the  right  ol  the  executive 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  executive  govern- 
ments of  the  separate  states  of  this  union,  to  deliver  up, 
at  the  demand  of  any  foreign  government,  persons 
charged  with  crimes  committed  without  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Adams  also  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  practice,  first  openly  avowed  at 
the  present  session  of  congress,  of  pairing  off’,  involves 
on  the  part  of  the  membeis  resorting  to  itj  the  violation 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  of  an  express 
rule  of  this  house,  and  of  the  duties  of  both  parties  in 
the  transaction  to  their  immediate  constituents,  to  this 
house,  and  their  country. 

He  was  accompanying  the  resolution  with  some 
remarks,  when  objection  was  made  to  any  dedate. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  purpose  to  debate  the  reso- 
lution, but  he  considered  it  of  very  great  import- 
ance, on  account  of  the  principles  involved;  and  he 
wanted  to  see  whether  it  could  be  possible  that  any 
member  of  this  house  would  object  to  it.  Mr. 
Turney  objected;  when  the  speaker  said  the  resolu- 
tion must  lie  over.  Mr.  Adams  remonstrated,  and 
there  was  some  confusion,  but  the  resolution’  was 
laid  over. 

Mr.  Adams  wished  to  modify  a resolution  offered 
by  him  on  the  10th  of  February  last,  which  is  in 
the  words  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  any  demand 
made  by  the  ministeror  other  diplomatic  representative 
of  Spain  in  this  country,  of  the  surrender  to  him  of  the 
Africans  taken  in,  or  belonging  to,  the  vessel  called 
L Amistad,  and  of  all  correspondence  between  this  go- 
vernment and  the  said  minister  or  diplomatic  repre- 
sentative relating  thereto:  also,  copies  of  all  instructions 
from  the  department  of  state  to  the  district  attorney  of 
the  United  States  in  the  j udicial  district  of  Connecticut, 
and  all  reports  of  the  said  district  attorney  to  the  said 
department  relating  to  that  subject. 
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Mr.  Petrilcin  objected,  and  a desultory  conversa- 
tion ensued;  but  Mr.  A.  was  finally  permitted  to 
modify,  which  he  did,  so  as  to  extend  the  call  by 
adding  “or  any  other  foreign  government  or  minis- 
ter.” 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  N.  Y.  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objected,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Petrikin  wanted  to  raise  the  question  of  re- 
ception, but  the  chair  overruled  it,  and  said  that 
the  question  of  leave  was  debateable,  and  the  mo- 
tion, giving  rise  to  debate,  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  Marvin  referred  to  former  practice,  and,  after 
some  conversation,  it  was  agreed  that  the  question 
on  granting  leave  should  now  be  taken;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered.  Mr.  Petrikin 
demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded; when  Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the  question 
of  leave  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Marvin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which, 
being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  93,  nays  78. 
So  the  question  of  granting  leave  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Chittenden  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  in  a communication  made  by  the  clerk  of 
this  house  to  some  of  the  members  thereof,  on  the  21st 
instant,  and  published  in  the  official  organ  of  the  go- 
vernment in  this  city  on  the  same  day,  members  of  this 
house  are  not.  only  charged  with  gross  violations  of 
official  duty,  but  with  one  of  the  highest  crimes  known 
to  our  laws:  And  whereas  it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  the 
house  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  its  members  have, 
as  charged  in  that  communication,  practised  abuses  in 
the  name  of  said  clerk,  either  by  the  “forgery’’ of  his 
name,  or  by  obtaining  it  from  him  by  means  of  “mis- 
representation” in  such  a manner  as  to  require  the  aid 
of  said  clerk  “in  ferreting  out  the  real  responsible  cul- 
prit that  he  may  be  punished,”  and  whether  any  mem- 
bers of  this  house  have,  (as  is  also  charged  in  said 
communication),  sent  packages  through  the  mail,  con- 
sisting of  “blank  franks”  under  the  frank  of  “Hugh 
Garland,  clerk,”  with  the  intention  “to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud the  revenue, ’’  that,  in  case  it  shall  be  ascertained 
that  any  member  of  this  house  has  so  far  lost  sight  of 
the  dignity  ol  his  station  as  to  have  been  guilty  of  such 
a gross  violation  of  duty  and  of  the  laws  of  this  go- 
vernment, he  may  receive  that  punishment  which  he 
justly  merits;  and  that,  in  case  the  charges  shall  not 
be  sustained,  the  authors  of  the  base  and  infamous 
slanders  may  “at  least  be  held  up  for  the  public  scorn;” 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a committee,  consisting  of  three  per- 
sons, be  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges  contained 
in  the  communication  of  said  clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  proceed  with  said  examination  and  report  to  this 
house  with  as  little  delay  as  possible;  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Petrikin  was  understood  to  say  he  objected 
to  this  method  of  making  out  a case,  and  then  rais- 
ing a committee  to  see  if  it  was  true.  As  the  resolu- 
tion now  stood,  he  should  object. 

Mr.  Everett  suggested  that  this  was  a privileged 
question. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  if  the  gentleman  would  strike 
out  the  preamble,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion. , 

Mr.  Albert  Smith  said  the  preamble  was  the  best 
part. 

Mr.  Chittenden  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  rtays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Rhctl  said  that,  as  he  understood  the  resolu- 
tion, it  denounced  any  member  w’bo  might  have 
used  the  privilege  ot  the  clerk  to  frank  speeches  in 
bundles,  as  committing  a crime  for  which  he  was 
justly  amenable  to  this  house,  and  for  which  he 
was  to  be  held  up  to  the  scorn  of  the  country. 

[A  voice.  The  resolution  charges  forgery.] 

The  speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate  the 
resolution  now. 

Mr.  Rhett  was  understood  to  say,  that  he  desired 
to  suggest  to  the  house  that,  although  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  resolution  was  similar  to,  if  not  an  ex- 
tract from  that  contained  in  the  communication  of 
the  postmaster  general,  it  certainly  implied  that  if  a 
member  of  congress  got  the  clerk  to  frank  speeches 
in  a bundle,  he  had  committed  an  outrage  on  the  laws 
for  which  he  ought  to  be  made  amenable.  He,  (Mr. 
R.)  himself  knew  nothing  of  this;  he  had  never 
done  it:  but  he  knew  a member  of  congress  who, 
believing  the  clerk  had  power  to  do  it,  had  had  this 
thing  done,  not  supposing  that  either  he  or  the  clerk 
was  committing  any  breach  of  privilege.  To  cast 
an  imputation  on  a man  for  fraud  in  such  a case 
was  what  Mr.  R.  never  would  consent  to. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeas  146,  nays  16.  So  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. 

And  the  resolution  having  again  been  read,  Mr. 
Chittenden  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  house,  and  as  the  resolution  proposed  a 
full  investigation,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question. 


And  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  ayes  70, 
noes  54,  was  seconded.  And  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

A division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and, 
after  some  conversation,  was  ordered,  the  chair  de- 
ciding the  question  to  be  first  on  the  resolution,  and 
then  on  the  preamble. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  157, 
nays  0.  So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

And  the  resolution  then  recurred,  and  was  taken 
on  the  preamble,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
yeas  71,  nays  92.  So  the  preamble  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wise  then  said,  it  would  be  obvious  to  every 
member,  on  reading  the  resolution  as  it  now  stood, 
that  there  was  rather  a want  of  sense  without  the 
preamble.  He  had  understood  that  there  was  an 
objection  to  the  preamble  on  the  ground  that  it  af- 
firmed, probably,  that  the  postmaster  general  positi- 
vely charged  members  of  congress  with  forgery  and 
misrepresentation;  whereas,  at  most,  it  was  only  an 
inferental  imputation.  He,  (Mr.  W.)  would,  there- 
fore, suggest  that  by  general  consent  the  resolu- 
tion should  have  appended  to  it  the  words,  “where- 
as the  following  correspondence,  to  wit,”  then  in- 
serting the  correspondence  alluded  to.  Mr.  Petrikin 
objected. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  objected  to  the  240  members 
and  upwards,  of  this  house  being  over-naled  by 
one,  and  he  would  thereiore  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Petrikin  said  he  had  no  objection  to  any  al- 
teration being  made  to  the  resolution,  but  he  ob- 
jected to  any  preamble. 

Mr.  Banks  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection, 
and  that  the  resolution  would  be  carried  out  in  good 
faith. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  hoped  the  rules  would  be  sus- 
pended. He  would  not  express  what  were  the 
feelings  created  in  his  bosom  on  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  addressed  to  him,  by  whom  he  knew  not, 
knowing  his  innocence  of  any  charge  of  the  kind. 

And  the  question  being  then  taken,  the  rules  were 
suspended. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  preamble  by 
inserting  the  words,  “the  communication  from  the 
clerk  of  this  house.” 

Mr.  Wise  asked,  was  the  communication  from  the 
clerk  of  the  house?  The  clerk  responded  that  it  was. 
Mr.  Wise  said  he  was  then  willing  so  to  modify  the 
preamble. 

And,  after  some  further  conversation,  the  pream- 
ble was  adopted,  as  follows: 

“Whereas  the  following  correspondence  has  been 
communicated  by  the  clerk  of  the  house  to  the  members 
of  this  house,  viz: 

Office  house  of  representatives,  March  18, 1840. 

Sir:  In  consequences  of  the  abuses  practised  under 
my  name,  as  disclosed  in  the  following  correspondence, 
I am  constrained,  respectfully,  to  decline  franking  any 
package  for  members  of  congress.  Yours,  &c. 

H.  A.  GARLAND, 
Clerk  house  of  representatives  U.  S. 

Post  office  department,  March  11, 1840. 

Sir:  I deem  it  as  much  my  duty  to  you  as  to  the 
public,  to  apprise  you  of  the  unwarranted  use  made  of 
your  name,  as  disclosed  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
from  the  postmaster  at  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Whether  your  name  in  this  case  be  a forgery,  or  whe- 
ther you  were  induced  to  write  it  by  any  misrepresen- 
tation, I beg  your  aid  in  ferreting  out  the  real  responsi- 
ble culprit,  that  he  may  be  punished,  or  at  least  held  up 
for  the  public  scorn.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hugh  A.  Garland,  esq.  clerk  of  the  house  of  reps. 

Office  house  of  representatives  U.  S.  March,  12, 1840. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  enclos- 
ing one  from  the  postmaster  of  Hartfort,  Connecticut, 
in  which  he  states  “a  gross  abuse  in  relation  to  frank- 
ing exists  among  the  members  of  congress;  in  addition 
to  bushels  of  newspapers  and  speeches,  daily  received 
from  our  members  of  congress,  loading  down  the  mails, 
there  are  large  packages  franked  ‘Hugh  Garland,  clerk,’ 
which  packages  consists  of  blank  franks,  and  are  in- 
tended to  cheat  and  defraud  the  revenue.” 

If  the  packages,  as  he  states,  are  endorsed  “Hugh 
Garland,  clerk,”  they  were  certainly  not  sent  by  me,  lor 
I never  sign  my  name  in  that  way. 

I am  in  the  habit  of  franking  packages  for  memhers 
of  congress,  under  a construction  of  the  law  of  1827, 
which  I found  prevailing  when  I came  into  office. 

Under  the  law  of  1825,  section  27,  the  privilege  of  the 
clerk  of  the  house  of  representative  was  limited  to  two 
ounces.  In  1827,  it  was  extended  so  as  to  be.  only  li- 
mited by  a general  law  which  prohibits  postmasters 
from  mailing  any  packages  that  shall  exceed  three 
pounds,  except  public  documents. 

My  own  impression  is  that  this  privilege  was  extend- 
ed for  the  official  business  of  the  clerk’s  office,  and  not 
for  the  use  of  members  of  congress. 

But,  finding  a different  interpretation  of  the  law  pre- 
vailing, and  learning  that  it  had  been  so  construed  from 


the  beginning,  I have  yielded  to  it.  If,  however,  the 
post  office  department  does  not  concur  in  this  interpre- 
tation of  the  law,  I shall  be  pleased  to  know  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  members  of  congress,  and  for  the  re- 
gulation of  my  own  conduct  in  future.  Yours  respect- 
fully, H.  A.  GARLAND, 

Clerk  house  of  representatives  U.  S. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

Post  office  department,  March  IS,  1840. 

Sir:  I duly  received  your  letter  of  the  12th,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  11th  instant,  and  have  re-examined  the 
laws  having  reference  to  the  franking  privilege  of  the 
clerk  of  the  house. 

The  department  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  apprized 
that  the  act  of  1827,  extending  his  franking  privilege, 
had  been  construed  to  authorise  him  to  frank  packages 
for  members  of  congress. 

The  act  of  1825  conferred  on  him,  in  common  with 
members  of  congress,  the  privilege  of  franking  letters 
and  packets  not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  ex- 
cepting only  documents  printed  by  order  of  either  house, 
and  so  far  from  authorising  the  one  to  frank  for  the 
other,  imposed  on  every  person  possessing  the  franking 
privilege,  who  should  frank  “any  letter  or  letters  other 
than  those  written  by  himself,  or  by  his  order,  on  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office,”  a penalty  often  dollars,  from  which  no 
one  but  heads  of  departments  are  in  any  such  case  ex- 
empt. The  only  change  in  the  law  made  by  the  act 
of  1827,  was  to  remove  the  limitation  of  two  ounces  on 
the  clerk’s  frank,  so  that  he  may  now  send  and  receive 
by  mail  packets  not  exceeding  three  pounds  in  weight. 
There  appears  to  be  not  the  least  ground  for  constru- 
ing this  act  as  authorising  him  to  frank  letters  or  packets 
for  members  of  congress,  whether  they  weigh  more  or 
less  than  two  ounces;  and  if  he  now  puts  his  frank  on 
“letters  not  written  by  himself,  or  by  his  order,  on  the 
business  of  his  office,”  be  is  unquestionably  as  much 
liable  to  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  in  each  case,  as  if 
the  act  of  1827  had  never  passed. 

I am  gratified  to  find  that  your  view  of  the  law  does 
not  differ  from  that  entertained  by  the  department,  and 
that  you  are  ready,  on  ascertaining  this  coincidence  to 
abandon  a practice  entailed  upon  you  by  your  prede- 
cessors. There  seems  to  be  something  insatiable  in 
“special  privilege,”  which  is  ever  striving  to  enlarge 
itself  by  all  sorts  of  subterfuges  and  evasions.  It  is  no 
less  the  duty  of  those  connected  with  the  legislation  of 
the  country,  than  of  those  entrusted  with  the  execution 
of  its  laws,  to  give  every  grant  of  privilege,  which  can 
only  be  enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  a strict 
construction,  and  confine  its  exercise  to  the  narrowest 
bounds.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hugh  A.  Garland,  esq.  clerk  of  the  house  of  reps. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Lowell,  on  the  10th 
of  February,  relative  to  the  seizure  and  condemna- 
tion of  American  fishing  vessels  by  British  autho- 
rity, was  taken  up,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thomas  Butler  King,  of  Georgia,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  send  to  this  house  all  his  cor- 
respondence and  the  correspondence  of  any  officer 
of  his  department  with  any  bank  or  banks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  borrowing  or  raising  money  on  sale  or  purchase 
of  treasury  notes,  or  placing  and  receiving  them  on 
deposite;  and  to  inform  this  house  what  has  been  the 
actual  cost  of  issuing  treasury  notes  under  the  several 
acts  passed  from  October,  1837,  to  March,  1839,  in- 
clusive, authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  to 
send  to  this  house  a statement  of  the  interest  paid  and 
due  on  the  several  issues  of  treasury  notes  from  Octo- 
ber, 1837,  to  30th  June,  1839,  inclusive,  and  the  terms 
on  which  they  have  been  sold  to  any  banks  or  indivi- 
duals, or  placed  on  deposite. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  King  inquired  if  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  objected? 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  object  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and 
that  he  would  take  this  occasion  to  state,  upon  in- 
formation on  which  he  could  rely,  that  no  compen- 
sation had  at  any  time  been  paid  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  either  to  brokers  or  other  persons 
to  convert  treasury  notes  into  specie;  and  that  trea- 
sury notes  had  at  no  time  been  sold  or  exchanged 
by  him  below  their  par  value;  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  secretary  bad  been,  that  specie  should 
be  deposited  subject  to  bis  draft  before  the  treasury 
notes  were  parted  with  by  him. 

Mr.  King  thereupon  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas 
74,  nays  74.  [Not  two- thirds.] 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Belt  moved  the  following,  which  wa3  read, 
and  the  rule  being  dispensed  with,  it  was  consider- 
ed and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  lay 
before  this  house,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  copies 
of  all  orders  and  instructions  issued  from  the  depart- 
ment to  any  officer  of  the  army  or  to  any  agent  of  the 
government,  requiring  his  interference  with  the  Chero- 
kee Indians  in  the  formation  of  a government  for  the 
regulation  of  their  own  internal  affairs,  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
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States,  or  with  any  existing  treaty;  also,  copies  of  all 
instructions  to  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  government 
prescribing  any  particular  form  of  government  lor  the 
adoption  of  said  Indians,  and  introducing  any  other 
form. 

There  were  many  other  resolutions  offered,  which 
will  appear  in  their  progress. 

Mr.  Rariden,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  road  through  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr.  R.  said,  in  asking  leave 
to  introduce  this  bill,  he  done  it  in  good  faith,  and 
hoped  the  vote  would  be  given  in  the  same  spirit. 
There  could  (said  he)  he  no  propriety  in  granting 
the  leave,  if  the  same  is  only  to  result  in  the  con- 
sumption of  time  by  a protracted  and  exciting  dis- 
cussion, without  the  design  finally  of  granting  the 
appropriation;  he  therefore  hoped  the  vote  for  leave 
would  indicate  the  view’s  of  the  house  in  regard  to 
the  appropriation  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  leave 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Turney  (atfifteen  minutes  before  five)  moved 
an  adjournment;  which  motion,  byT  yeas  39,  nays 
S3,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
the  motion  for  leave  on  the  table,  and  objected  to 
leave  being  given. 

And  the  motion  for  leave,  giving  rise  to  debate, 
was,  under  the  decision  of  the  chair,  ordered  to  lie 
over:  when 

Mr.  Rariden  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  motion  for  leave  at 
this  time. 

Several  motions  for  adjournment  were  made  and 
withdrawn. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Casey, 

Mr.  Rariden  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  that  the  motion  for  leave,  giving  rise  to  de- 
bate, must  lie  over,  and  asked  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  being  on  sus- 
taining the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Pending  which,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Turney,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  24.  Mr.  Rariden  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  in 
the  call  of  the  states  for  resolutions,  which  said 
call  was  suspended  yesterday  at  the  state  of  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  Banks  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was 
not  ordered. 

Mr.  Ramsey  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule,  which  were  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  were,  yeas  47,  nays  83.  So  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  heretofore 
reported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from 
the  commiltee  of  elections,  to  print  all  the  testimony 
in  relation  to  the  contested  election  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey;  to  which  resolution  an  amendment 
had  been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Rice  Garland 
to  print  the  testimony  received  since  the  report  of 
the  said  committee  was  made. 

Mr.  Bolts  resumed  his  remarks,  and  had  not  con- 
cluded when,  the  morning  hour  having  elapsed, 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  house  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Bolts  expressed  the  hope  that  the  house 
would  allow  him  to  close  his  remarks;  but  Mr. 
Jones  persisting  in  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill;  and 
after  he  had  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  W.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Nisbel, 
successively  addressed  the  committee  at  large. — 
The  latter  gentleman  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  providing  that  the  notes  shall  bear  an  interest 
not  less  than  two,  nor  over  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  Barnard  then  addressed  the  chair,  but,  it 
being  before  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Nisbel  had  been 
read.  Mr.  Biddle  obtained  the  floor,  and  yielded  it 
to  Mr.  Habersham,  who  wished  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, going  to  make  the  notes  negotiable  by  en- 
dorsement only,  as  in  the  case  of  private  notes  of 
hand,  but  without  liability  on  the  endorser. 

Mr.  Barnard  again  claimed  the  floor,  but  Mr. 
Biddle  refused  to  yield  it,  and  proceeded  to  address 
the  house  at  large  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  B. 
having  concluded,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill.  But 
the  chair  overruled  the  motion  as  not  now  in  order, 
an  amendment  being  pending.  Mr.  Barnard  sent 
several  amendments  to  the  clerk’s  table  to  be  read. 


The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Nisbel,  and  it  was  negatived  without 
a count. 

Mr.  Habersham  having  modified  his  amendment, 
Mr.  Warren  obtained  the  floor,  and  was  about  to 
address  the  committee,  when  Mr.  Craig  wanted  him 
to  defer  his  speech,  and  let  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill  to  the  house.  Mr.  iVarren  refused, 
and  went  on  to  address  the  house  at  considerable 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard  next  addressed  the  committee,  and 
after  some  remarks  as  to  the  precipitancy  of  forcing 
so  important  a measure,  after  only  lour  days  from 
its  introduction,  claimed  his  right  to  debate  the  bill, 
but  stated  his  physical  inability  to  do  so,  having 
taken  no  food  for  fifteen  hours:  he  thereupon  moved 
that  the  committee  rise.  Tellers  were  demanded; 
and  the  vote  stood,  ayes  53,  noes  93.  So  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  B’s  amendments  were  again  read.  And  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Habersham,  he  embodied  the 
amendment  of  that  gentleman  in  his  own  as  a modi- 
fication. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  about  to  proceed,  when  cries 
of  “question!  question!”  drowned  every  other 
sound.  Mr.  Barnard  said  he  should  stand  till  the 
cries  of  “question”  ceased,  if  he  stood  till  he  could 
stand  no  longer.  The  chair  having  restored  order, 
Mr.  B.  again  remonstrated  on  the  oppression  of 
rushing  a measure  like  this  through  the  house, 
without  allowing  fuller  time  for  debate.  No  one 
wished  to  protract  the  debate  beyond  Thursday 
night.  He  again  moved  that  the  committee  rise. — 
Tellers  were  demanded;  and  the  house  having  di- 
vided, the  ayes  were  10,  the  noes  85.  No  quorum 
having  voted,  Mr.  Dromgoole  expressed  his  confi- 
dent belief  that  a quorum  was  present,  and  asked  if 
it  was  in  order  to  call  on  the  chairman  to  count  the 
number  of  gentlemen  present?  Mr.  Graves  (bought 
it  not  in  order;  the  practice  had  always  been,  that, 
when  a committee  of  the  whole  found  itself  without  | 
a quorum,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  that 
fact  to  the  house.  Mr.  Dromgoole  insisted  that  the 
committee  was  not  obliged  to  rise,  but  might  wait 
till  a quorum  appeared. 

Messrs  Craig,  Hoffman,  Dromgoole,  Tillinghast, 
Banks  and  Holleman  having  spoken  to  the  point  of 
order,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  house 
that  they  were  without  a quorum. 

Mr  .Dromgoole  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Many 
gentlemen  simultaneously  rose  and  moved  to  ad- 
journ. The  yeas  and  nays  were  loudly  demanded, 
and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  34,  nays 
95.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn;  and  a quorum 
being  now  present.  Mr.  Dawson  resumed  the  chair, 
and  the  house  returned  to  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  that  the  committee  now  rise. 
Tellers  were  demanded;  the  committee  divided,  and 
the  ayes  were  10,  the  noes  92.  [It  was  now  25 
minutes  before  12  o’clock.]  No  quorum  having 
voted,  Mr.  Keim  warmly  remonstrated  against  what 
he  denounced  as  “child’s  play.” 

Mr.  Petnkin  moved  that  the  chair  should  count 
the  members  present,  which  he  contended  to  be 
perfectly  parliamentary  and  consistent  with  prece- 
dent. Tne  chair  was  understood  to  say  that,  hav- 
ing examined  precedents,  he  was  of  opinion  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  do  so.  Mr.  Petrikin  took  an 
appeal.  The  question  of  order  was  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Petrikin,  Curtis,  Holmes,  Andrews,  Beatty 
and  Vanderpoel,  when  the  chair  reviewed  its  de- 
cision, having  found  a precedent  to  warrant  a count. 
[“Never  mind,  we  can  go  without  the  bar.”]  He 
then  counted  the  members  present,  and  declared 
the  number  to  be  107.  Much  confusion  prevailed 
throughout  the  hall;  many  withdrew  into  the  lob- 
bies. The  committee  finding  itself  without  a quo- 
rum, rose  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Craig  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr.  An- 
drews moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
called,  but  before  the  result  was  announced,  Mr. 
Vanderpoel  inquired  of  the  chair,  whether  this  was 
the  time  to  present  the  question  in  reference  to 
gentlemen  who  refused  to  vote  when  their  names 
were  called?  Mr.  J.  Q.Jhlams  was  in  his  seat,  and 
had  refused  to  answer.  The  chair  replied  it  was 
not  yet  time.  The  result  mii3t  first  be  announced. 
The  yeas  were  found  to  be  25,  the  nays  98.  So  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  did  not 
press  his  question.  [It  was  now  10  minutes  before 
12] 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
the  whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill. 
The  chair  replied  that  this  motion  wa3  not  in  order, 
because  as  soon  as  it  was  found  that  a quorum  was 
present  his  duty  was  to  call  the  chairman  to  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Dawson  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  house 
went  again  into  committee  of  the  whole.  Mr. 
Banks  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  Tellers 


were  demanded.  The  committee  divided;  the  ayes 
were  25,  the  noes  67.  The  committee,  finding  it- 
self without  a quorum,  rose  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Barnard  moved  to  adjourn.  The  question  was  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  27,  nays  97. 
So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Dromgoole  objected,  insisting  that  the  house  must 
return  lo  committee  of  the  whole.  The  chair  over- 
ruled his  objection,  and  referred  to  a decision  of  the 
house,  on  appeal  to  that  effect.  The  question  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeas  91,  nays  71.  So  a call  was  ordered. — 
A motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn;  but,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered,  it  was  withdrawn — but 
immediately  renewed.  Mr.  Dawson  remonstrated 
against  this  mode  of  procedure,  as  useless  and  dis- 
creditable. The  motion,  however,  was  insisted  on, 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  23, 
nays  92.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn.  Before 
the  result  had  been  announced — Mr.  Petrikin  moved 
that  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  be  called  upon  to  vote; 
but  did  not  press  his  motion.  [It  was  now  past  1 
o’clock.]  The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  house; 
and  135  members  responded  to  their  names. 

Mr.  Casey  remonstrated,  and  proposed  that,  by 
agreement,  as  a compromise,  the  bill  he  taken  out 
of  committee  to  night,  with  an  understanding  that 
time  should  be  allowed  in  the  house  for  debate. 
[Loud  cries  of  “no  compromise — no— no — agreed 
— no — no  compromises!”]  Mr.  McKay  made  a 
similar  appeal,  proposing  a general  understanding 
that  the  previous  question  should  not  be  called  be- 
fore 6 o’clock  to  morrow  evening.  [Much  confu- 
sion prevailed.]  Mr.  Graves  urged  a compromise, 
declaring  that  the  opposition  members  had  no  wish 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill.  [Many  cries  of 
“agreed,  agreed.”]  The  chair  presented  1 he  ques- 
tion to  ascertain  whether,  by  general  agreement, 
the  bill  could  be  got  out  of  committee.  But  ob- 
jections were  made;  the  yeas  and  naj’s  were  de- 
manded; and  the  noise  and  confusion  were  exceed- 
ingly  great.  [“Shall  120  members  be  kept  here 
merely  because  one  or  two  object?  No  man  shall 
deprive  me  of  my  privilege.  “Object,  object!”] 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  suspending  the 
call,  when  the  motion  to  suspend  was  withdrawn. 

Tile  call  now  proceeded.  Absentees  were  called; 
146  members  responded;  and,  at  half-past  1 o’clock, 
the  doors  were  closed. 

Mr.  Dawson  made  another  appeal  to  the  house 
to  cease  these  proceedings.  Tlfe  call  could  not  be 
enforced  by  sending  for  the  absentees  till  near  day- 
light; it  would  be  attended  with  great  expense,  and 
would  end  in  nothing.  Objection  being  made,  Mr. 
Dawson  then  moved  to  suspend  the  call.  Mr.  Dun- 
can demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Whereupon  the 
motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  that,  on  the  part  of  a great  ma- 
jority of  the  whigs,  (so  called),  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  passing  the  bill;  why,  then,  insist  on 
detaining  them  here  at  midnight.  The  confusion 
was  renewed,  so  that  the  responses  of  the  mem- 
bers could  scarcely  be  heard  by  the  cleik. 

The  absentees  were  again  called,  and  excuses 
were  then  received.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  not  excused,  viz:  Messrs.  Bell,  Briggs,  A. 
Brown,  S.  H.  Butler,  Bynum,  Calhoun,  J.  Camp- 
bell, W.  B.  Campbell,  Clark,  Cushing,  J.  W.  Davis, 
G.  Davis,  Deberry,  Evans,  Fisher,  Garland,  Gen- 
try, Giddings,  Graham,  Griffin,  Grinnell,  Hastings, 
Hill,  of  Va.  Hill,  of  N.  C.  Hook,  Hunt,  Jenifer, 
C.  Johnston,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kemp- 
shall,  McCarty,  McClellan,  Mallory,  Mason,  Milch- 
ell,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Nisbet, 
Ogle,  Parris,  Paynter,  Peck,  Pickets,  Prentiss, 
Randolph,  Rhett,  Rives,  Russell,  Saltonsi all.  Ser- 
geant, Smith,  of  Indiana,  F.  Thomas,  Thompson, 
Triplett,  Underwood,  Vroom,  Warren,  E.  White, 
L.  Williams  and  Sherrod  Williams. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  excused,  viz: 
Messrs.  Evereft,  Fletcher,  Granger,  Hall,  Hawes, 
Cave  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Naylor,  Reed, 
Shepard,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Wagner  and  Wise. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  members  were  found 
to  be  present.  Mr.  Hoffman  moved  to  suspend  (he 
call.  The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  ayes  23,  noes  79.  [It  now  wanted  ten 
minutes  of  two.]  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  that  the 
absentees  be  sent  for;  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  sergeant. at-arms  was  despatched  accordingly. 

Mr.  Stanly  offered  a resolution  requiring  those 
who  were  sent  for  to  pay  the  fees  ot  their  arrest. 
The  chair  said  it  could  be  received  only  by  general 
consent.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  and  Mr.  Dawson  object- 
ed; but  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Slade  moved  to  adjoin n.  The  question  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  25,  nays  98. 
Mr.  Graves  observed  that  a quorum  was  now  pie- 
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sent  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  and  be  there- 
fore moved  to  suspend  the  call.  Mr.  Stanly  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  that  Mr.  Adams  be  compelled 
to  vole.  The  motion  was  ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  suspending  the 
call,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
yeas  27,  nays  91.  So  the  house  refused  to  suspend 
the  call. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  a resolution  of  censure  on 
Mr.  Adams  for  not  having  voted  when  his  name 
was  called.  The  chair  pronounced  it  to  be  out  of 
order,  the  result  of  the  vote  having  been  announc- 
ed. The  question  having  been  taken  on  adjourn- 
ment, it  was  negatived:  yeas  27,  nays  88.  So  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  that  when  this  house  adjourn, 
in  adjourn  to  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock.  [It  being 
now  Wednesday  morning,  it  was  understood  the 
motion  referred  to  Thursday.]  The  question  be- 
ing put,  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a count. 

Mr.  Beatty  inquired  when  it  would  be  in  order 
to  enforce  the  rules  cf  the  house  on  those  who  re- 
fused to  vote,  though  in  their  seats?  Thec/rairsaid 
that,  since  a late  decision  of  the  house  on  that  sub- 
ject, it  was  hard  to  tell.  He  did  not  know  that  such 
a motion  would  be  in  order  at  any  time.  Mr. 
Lewis  said  that  this  was  the  absurdity  into  which 
the  house  had  brought  itself  by  reversing  a former 
decision  of  the  chair. 

It  was  now  half-past  three,  and  Mr.  Monroe  ask- 
ed if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  a recess?  The 
chair  was  understood  to  reply  in  the  negative. 

The  house  now  remained,  without  doing  any 
business,  waiting  till  the  sergeant-at-arms  should 
bring  in  the  absent  members.  At  a quarter  before 
four,  an  adjournment  was  moved.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
said  the  motion  could  not  be  in  order  while  the 
house  was  in  the  process  of  compelling  the  atten- 
dance of  its  members.  And  how  could  the  house 
adjourn  while  the  doors  were  closed?  The  motion 
was  pressed,  and,  after  some  time,  the  question 
was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  16, 
nays  80. 

[“Is  it  in  order  for  gentleman  to  vote  against  ad- 
journment and  then  lie  asleep  about  the  floor? 
Here  are  two  kicking  about  on  the  floor  of  the 
house.”  A laugh.] 

Mr.  Hopkins  wished  that  members  now  waiting 
at  the  doors  be  admitted  to  the  hall.  Mr.  Petrikin 
objected.  Mr.  Dawson  urged  the  same  measure. 

It  was  at  length  agreed  to,  and  the  sergeant- at- 
arms  reported  to  the  chair  that  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  in  custody,  anil  now  present  in  the 
house,  viz:  Messrs.  Corwin,  Hook,  Morris,  Davis, 
of  Indiana,  J.  Johnson,  J.  Campbell,  McClellan, 
C.  Morris,  Saltonstall,  Butler,  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Cushing,  Randolph,  Montgomery,  Hill,  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Hastings,  Allen,  of  Ohio, 
Charles  Johnston,  Warren,  Iiempshall,  Giddings  and 
Gentry.  These  gentlemen  were  severally  requir- 
ed from  the  chair  to  present  their  excuses  for  ab- 
sence, which  they  did;  such  of  them  as  had  left  the 
house  from  indisposition  were  discharged  from  cus- 
tody without  the  payment  of  any  fine;  the  residue 
on  payment  of  their  fine.  Mr.  Petrikin  insisted 
that  those  who  had  remained  in  their  seats  and  re- 
fused to  vote,  were  more  worth}'  of  punishment 
than  those  who  had  retired  to  their  lodgings.  Mr. 
Stanly  inquired  whether  there  were  not  other  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  taken  into  custody?  The 
chair  reported  that  there  were,  and  he  named  some 
who,  according  to  the  report  of  the  sergeant-at- 
arms,  had  refused  to  corne;  others  who  had  not 
been  found;  others  to  whom  the  seargeant  had  not 
gained  access;  and  others  who  were  confined  by 
sickness.  Mr.  Barnard  inquired  whether  the  order 
had  not  been  general  to  send  for  all  absentees,  and, 
if  so,  whether  those  had  been  sent  for  who  were  out 
of  the  city?  The  chair  replied  that  the  order  was 
general,  but  it  had  not  been  the  practice  to  send  for 
gentlemen  at  a distance.  Mr.  Barnard  moved  that 
the  remaining  absentees  residing  in  the  city  be  sent 
for,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanly  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  the  calls  of  the  house  herlofore  have  cost  the 
government  several  hundred  dollars  by  excusing  those 
gentlemen  who  were  summoned  by  the  sergeant-at- 
arms: 

Therefore  resolved,  That  those  members  who  shall  be 
summoned  to  attend  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  shall  pay 
the  fees  due  said  officer. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objecting.  Mr.  Stanly  said  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  no  right  to  object, 
as  he  had  received  two  days  more  pay  than  he  was 
entitled  to,  and  had  left  the  city  on  a former  session 
without  leave.  Mr.  Petrikin  said  if  the  chair  did 
not  protect  him,  he  would  protect  himself,  and  in  a 
way  the  gentleman  would  not  much  like.  The 
chair  ruled  the  resolution  not  to  be  in  order. 


[It  was  now  past  6 o’clock  in  the  morning.] 

Another  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  decid- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative — yeas  38,  nays 
101.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Stanly  renewed  his  attempt  to  introduce  the 
above  resolution.  Mr.  Petrikin  again  objecting,  it 
was  declared  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  that  the  call  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  doors  of  the  house  now  be  opened. 
This  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows — 
yeas  17,  nays  113.  So  the  house  refused  to  suspend 
the  call. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  house  take  a recess. 
He  appealed  to  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  observing 
that  proceedings  like  these  were  oppressive,  and 
disgraceful  to  the  body.  The  chair  said  the  motion 
could  only  be  received  by  general  consent.  Many 
objecting,  it  was  not  entertained. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  inquired  of  the  chair  whether 
the  order  to  the  sergeant-at-arms  had  not  been  to 
bring  all  the  absentees  into  the  house?  The  chair 
replying  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Cooper  further 
asked  whether  the  house  was  not  bound  to  wait  and 
receive  them?  The  chair  replied  that  it  was,  un- 
less the  call  should  be  suspended.  Mr.  Cooper 
then  asked  whether  they  must  wait  for  those  who 
were  absent  from  the  city?  The  chair  said  they 
were  not  understood  as  included  in  the  order. 

Mr.  Craig  said  a number  of  gentlemen  were  in 
waiting  at  the  door,  and  moved  they  be  admitted. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  suspend  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call.  Some  member  moved  that, 
when  this  house  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  10 
o’clock  A.  M.  this  day.  This  was  negatived  with- 
out a count. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  that,  when  the  house  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  at  12  o’clock  noon.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  this  motion,  and, 
being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  33,  nays  99. 
So  the  house  refused  Mr.  Hoffman’s  motion. 

The  sergeant-at-arm3  now  again  entered  the  hall, 
and  reported  that  he  had  in  custody,  and  present  in 
the  house,  the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Messrs. 
Waddy  Thompson,  Deberry,  Rhett,  Graham,  Pren- 
tiss, Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  S.  Mason,  Bynum, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Rogers,  Pickens,  Evans,  Rives 
and  Hill,  of  Virginia,  who  severally  offered  their 
excuses,  and  were  discharged  from  custody,  some 
with,  and  others,  who  had  been  unwell,  without 
paying  fees.  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  dispense  with 
the  call.  Mr.  Graves  inquired  whether  all  the  ab- 
sent members  residing  in  the  city  had  yet  been 
brought  up?  The  chair  replied  that  some  of  them 
could  not  yet  be  found.  Mr.  Fillmore  inquired 
whether,  if  the  house  should  now  adjourn,  the  call 
of  the  house  would  first  come  up  as  the  unfinished 
business?  The  chair  replied  that  the  adjournment 
would  not  suspend  the  call. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  observed  that,  he  had  observ- 
ed, in  times  past,  that  gentlemen,  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  by  being  contumacious  fora  fev\’  hours  escap- 
ed all  censure  of  the  house,  while  the  other  absen- 
tees were  brought  up  and  fined.  The  only  way  to 
make  a proceeding  of  this  kind  of  any  real  use  was, 
to  prevent  the  escape  and  impunity  of  contuma- 
cious members.  Since  the  house  had  gone  thus  far, 
he  hoped  they  would  now  carry  it  through. 

Mr.  Graves  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  sus- 
pending the  call.  Whereupon  the  motion  was 
withdrawn.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  instantly  renewed  it, 
and  it  was  thereupon  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  113,  nays  45.  So  all  further  proceedings  in 
the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  doors  of  the  house  were  now,  after  having 
been  closed  for  many  hours,  again  thrown  open, 
and  a quorum  being  now  present,  the  house  (about 
8 o’clock  in  the  morning)  returned  to  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Dawson  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  in- 
stantly moved  that  the  committee  rise.  Tellers 
were  demanded;  and,  the  committee  having  divid- 
ed, the  yeas  were  47,  noes  23.  So  the  committee 
refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Barnard  then  addressed  the  committee  for 
some  time,  commenting  on  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing in  endeavoring  to  force  the  minority  to  a vote; 
and,  again  declaring  his  physical  inability  to  pro- 
ceed, once  more  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding 
“and  report  the  bill.”  Mr.  Marvin  rose  to  ordei} 
and  contended  that  the  motion  could  not  be  so  amend- 
ed. The  chair  decided  that  the  motion  was  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Petrikin  and  Mr.  Craig  spoke  to  the  point 
of  order,  and  Mr.  Craig  took  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair.  Mr.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Casey 
argued  the  point  of  order.  When  the  chair,  on  re- 
flection, reviewed  its  decision,  and  declared  the  mo- 
tion for  the  risingof  the  committee  not  to  be  amen- 
dable. Mr.  Petrikin  appealed  from  this  decision. 

Mr.  Casey  now  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the 
house,  observing  that  the  character  of  all  its  mem- 


( bers  required  that  an  end  be  put  to  this  disgraceful 
scramble.  He  proposed  that  the  bill  be,  by  general 
consent,  reported  to  the  house,  with  the  express  un- 
derstanding that  the  house  shall  then  adjourn  to  to- 
morrow, when  reasonable  time  shall  be  allowed  to 
debate  ir,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Barnard ) should  have  the  floor.  The  present  scene 
was  discreditable  to  the  house  and  to  the  country. 
The  chair  said  this  could  only  be  done  by  general 
consent;  if  no  objection  was  heard,  he  should  put 
the  question  on  the  committee’s  rising.  Mr.  Bar- 
nard asked  if  it  were  possible  any  gentleman  would 
rise  and  object  to  such  a proposition?  Mr.  Drom- 
goole immediately  rose  and  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  rising  of  the  committee,  but  would  consent 
to  no  understandings  or  pledges  of  any  kind.  Much 
confusion  prevailed;  it  was  with  difficulty  any  thing 
could  be  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  Barnard  inquired  whether  he  could,  in  the 
house,  be  allowed  to  reply  to  what  had  been  urged 
in  the  committee?  The  chair  replied  it  could  be  done 
only  by  consent.  Mr.  Petrikin  insisted  on  his  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  understood  as  pressing  the  com- 
promise which  had  been  proposed.  Mr.  Jones  said 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  assent  to  it 
with  pleasure.  Mr.  Dromgoole  peremptorily  re- 
fused to  be  bound  by  any  pledges — crying  loudly, 

I won’t;  I won’t  do  it.  Mr.  Fisher.  I will  agree 
to  the  committee’s  rising,  and  reporting  the  bill,  but 
I will  be  bound  by  no  such  arrangement.  I will  con- 
sent to  nothing  of  the  Hind. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  remonstrated,  and  urged  a 
compromise.  Mr.  Fisher  said  he  would  never  con- 
sent that  in  the  house  one  gentleman  should  have 
the  floor,  and  all  the  rest  be  cut  off.  Mr.  Vander- 
poel hoped  that  all  w’ould  accede  to  this  reasonable 
proposition.  Mr.  Dromgoole.  I won’t.  I never 
will  consent  to  any  such  thing.  Mr.  Proffit.  1 will 
agree  to  no  such  arrangement.  I will  never  let  this 
bill  pass  without  putting  on  it  an  amendment  for 
the  Cumberland  road  of  $450,000  out  of  these  five 
millions.  Much  confusion  arose,  and  the  noise 
was  very  great.  At  length  the  proposition  for  a 
compromise  seemed  to  be  given  up  in  despair. 

Mr.  Petrikin  insisted  on  his  appeal.  But  the 
chair  having  stated  his  decision,  and  put  the  ques- 
tion to  the  committee.  Mr.  Petrikin  withdrew  his 
appeal.  It  was  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
On  that  question  tellers  were  appointed,  and  the 
vote  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  82,  noes  40. 
The  committee  thereupon  rose. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Banks  moved  to  discharge  the 
committee  of  the  whole  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  if  the 
bill  did  not  contain  an  appropriation.  The  chair 
was  understood  to  reply  in  (he  affirmative.  Mr. 
Williams  then  insisted  that  it  could  not  be  passed 
unless  it  should  be  reported  by  a committee. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Clifford,  Lewis  Williams,  Bell  and 
Banks,  discussed  the  question  of  order  at  consi- 
derable length.  The  chair  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  Mr.  Bank’s  motion  was  in  order,  and  quoted 
some  authorities  in  favor  of  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Banks,  however,  now  changed  his  motion, 
and  moved  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  to  consider  this  bill. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a division;  and 
the  house  thereupon  wentinto  committee,  Mr.  Daw- 
son in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Barnard  having  the  floor,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Tellers  were  demanded;  and  the 
question  being  put,  the  ayes  were  4,  and  the  noes 
98.  No  quorum  having  voted — Mr.  Chapman  ask- 
ed that  tellers  might  be  appointed  to  count  the 
committee.  The  chairman  counted,  and  reported 
that  there  were  129  members  present,  but  said  he 
could  notact  otherwise  than  to  rise  and  report  that, 
on  a division,  there  was  no  quorum.  The  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  that  fact.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
moved  a call  of  the  house.  The  motion  prevailed, 
and  the  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  when  115 
members  responded  to  their  names. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; but  it  was  negatived:  ayes  31,  nays  79.  So 
the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  absentees  were  then  called,  and  165  gentle- 
men answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  to  suspend  the  call,  with  a 
view  to  move  that  the  house  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row. Mr.  Montgomery  gave  notice  he  would  be 
bound  by  no  arrangements  and  pledges  others  might 
choose  to  make.  Mr.  Russell’s  motion  was  nega- 
tived: yeas  49,  nays  57.  So  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  call.  Excuses  were  offered  and  accept- 
ed. On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  all  further  pioceed- 
ings  in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Rhett  then  rose  to  make  a proposition,  to 
which  he  thought  all  parties  should  agree.  The 
proposition  which  had  been  made  this  morning,  to 
assign  a particular  time  for  taking  the  bill  out  of 
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committee,  [Mr.  R.  was  understood  to  say],  had 
been  opposed  on  the  ground  of  giving  the  floor  to  a 
particular  member.  It  appeared  to  him  that  all 
gentlemen  ought  to  have  a fair  opportunity  of  being 
. heard.  The  struggle  had  been  carried  on  for  four 
hours  longer,  and  they  were  just  where  they  were 
last  evening;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  they  might 
continue  here  four  or  five  days  longer.  This  was 
a struggle  between  the  strong  and  the  weak.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  if  a particular  day  and  time 
were  fixed,  the  object  of  all  parties  would  be  attain- 
ed. Scenes  of  this  description  had  taken  place  at 
previous  congresses  again  and  again,  and  at  last  it 
had  been  necessary  to  resort  to  compromise.  It 
was  the  only  course  that  could  be  pursued.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  that,  bv  general  consent,  the 
bill  should  be  taken  out  of  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  acted  on  at  six  o’clock  to-morrow  evening. 
[Cries:  “I  won’t  agree  lo  that.”  “I  object.” 

“Take  it  out  now.”]  Mr.  R.  said  they  might  take 
it  out  of  committee  now,  but  it  could  not  be  passed 
now.  It  would  come  down  to  this,  who  could  strug- 
gle longest  and  best?  Men  would  now  yield  when 
their  passion  were  up.  But  it  was  to  be  re- 
membered that  their  business  here  was  not  to  carry 
out  their  own  feelings  aud  views,  but  that  they  were 
here  to  do  the  business  of  the  country — to  relieve 
the  government — to  act  upon  high  feelings  of  patriot- 
ism. The  government  could  not  be  injured — no 
material  injury  could  accrue  to  any  body — and  he 
hoped  that,  by  general  consent,  his  proposition  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  would  not  consent,  he  said,  to  decide 
upon  measures  of  this  kind  at  any  particular  hour 
of  any  particular  day.  As  one  of  the  minority,  he 
did  not  intend  to  debate  the  bill,  though  he  had  ex- 
pected to  have  said  a few  words.  As  gentlemen 
seemed  determined  to  sit  here,  the  best  way  would 
be  for  the  house  to  resolve  itself  back  again  into 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Rheit  not  meeting  with 
favor,  and  the  speaker  having  announced  that  a 
quorum  of  members  was  now  in  attendance.  The 
house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  [Mr.  Dawson  in 
the  chair] , whereupon,  Mr.  Beatty  claimed  the  floor. 
The  chairman  announced  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Barnard ] was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
Mr.  Beatty  submitted  to  the  chair  that  one  gen- 
tleman could  not  hold  the  floor  forever.  The  chair- 
man said  the  gentleman  would  be  kind  enough  to 
take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
have  leave  to  sit  again;  but  said  he  would  yield  the 
floor  simply  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Mr.  ProJJit 
to  offer  an  amendment. 

After  some  further  objections  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Beatty,  that  gentleman  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  chair  giving  the  floor  to  Mr.  Barnard. 

Mr.  Proffit  ottered  an  amendment  appropriating 
the  sum  ot  $450,000  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road  through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois.  Mr.  Va nderpoel  rose  to  a point 
of  order.  Mr.  Barnard  insisted  on  his  motion  that 
the  committee  rise.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  submitted  that 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Proffit  was  not  in  order,  be- 
ing an  entirely  new  proposition.  The  gentleman 
might  as  well  introduce  a proposition  to  establish 
a mint.  After  some  conversation,  not  distinctly 
heard,  owing  to  the  confusion  in  the  hall.  The 
chairman  announced  Mr.  Proffil’s  amendment  to 
be  out  of  order.  From  this  decision  Mr.  P.  ap- 
pealed. 

The  chairman  said  the  first  question  wras  on  the 
appeal  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Beatty ) from  the  decision  of  the  chair  giving 
the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Barnard).  And  the  question  being  taken,  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  Proffit  here  proceeding  to  speak  to  his  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  chair  that  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  him  was  not  in  order — the  chair- 
man said  there  was  a motion  pending  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  which  was  the  first  question  in  order. — 
And,  after  some  conversation,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken, and  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  chairman  having  explained  the  condition  of 
the  question  before  the  committee  to  be,  that  there 
was  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  pending,  and 
that  the  gentlemen  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  latter,  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Proffit  was,  under 
no  circumstances,  in  order  at  this  time.  Mr.  Proffit 
assented  thereto — and,  it  being  now  half  past  ten 
A.  M. — Mr.  Barnard  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
until  12  o’clock,  M.  At  which  hour  Mr.  Underwood 
rose  and  made  the  point  of  order  that,  it  being 
now  the  usual  hour  for  reading  the  journal  and 
proceeding  to  the  regular  business  of  the  house, 
under  its  standing  rules,  the  committee  must  rise. 


The  discussion  otherwise  might  be  continued  day 
after  day,  week  alter  week  and  month  after  month, 
without  touching  the  regular  business.  He  asked 
whether  the  house  was  willing  to  set  such  an  ex- 
ample. Mr.  Vanderpoel  rose  to  suggest  that  there 
was  an  analogous  case.  The  chair  said  there  was 
an  analogous  case  in  the  year  1836:  in  the  case  of 
the  admission  of  the  states  of  Arkansas  and  Michi- 
gan, in  which  the  same  point  had  been  raised.  In 
that  case  the  committee  did  not  rise,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  the  chair  would  now  be  governed  by  that 
precedent.  So  the  committe  did  not  rise. 

Mr.  Barnard  then  continued  his  remarks  until 
one  o’clock,  when  he  concluded  by  submitting  the 
following  interrogatories  in  writing  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  which  he  re- 
quested that  gentleman  to  answer  at  his  conveni- 
ence, viz: 

1.  Does  not  this  bill  authorise  the  issue  of  “bills  of 
credit,”  to  circulate  and  be  used  as  money  by  the  go- 
vernment and  the  people? 

2.  Is  it  constitutionally  competent  to  this  government 
to  emit  bills  of  credit? 

3.  Admitting  the  power,  is  it  right  to  create  a cur- 
rency which  all  experience  and  all  authority  unequivo- 
cally condemn? 

4.  Under  the  authority  of  this  bill,  may  not  the  go- 
vernment discount  commercial  paper  to  the  amount  of 
many  times  five  millions  of  dollars,  lending  the  credit 
of  the  government  in  the  shape  of  notes  which  shall 
circulate  as  money? 

5.  If,  under  the  authority  of  this  bill,  government  may 
issue  bills  of  credit  to  circulate  as  money,  and  may 
discount  commercial  paper, — does  not  the  bill  authorise 
a “treasury  bank,  founded  on  the  revenues  and  credit 
of  the  government?” 

6.  Is  it  competent  to  this  government  under  the  con- 
stitution, to  establish  and  maintain  a treasury  bank? 

7.  Is  a bank  less  a bank  because  its  charter  is  limit- 
ed, and  may  expire  in  a year,  unless  renewed? 

8.  Is  it  competent  for  this  government,  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  provide  a medium  of  payments  and  re- 
ceipts for  itself  other  than  cash — that  is,  specie  or  its 
equivalent? 

9.  Is  a government  paper,  bearing  different  rates  of 
interest  from  one  mill  to  six  per  cent,  a medium  of 
payment  of  equal  and  uniform  value,  and  always  equi- 
valent to  specie?  If  one  creditor  of  government  is  paid 
in  government  paper  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  and 
another  is  paid  in  such  paper  bearing  one  per  cent,  or 
one  mill  interest,  are  the  two  paid  equally  and  both  in 
cash?  Or,  if  one  is  paid  in  New  York,  w here  such 
paper,  bearing  interest,  or  only  nominal  interest, 
is  at  or  below  the  par  of  specie,  and  another  is  paid  in 
Charleston,  where  the  same  paper  is  five  per  cent, 
above  par,  are  the  two  paid  equally,  and  both  in  cash? 
And,  if  duties  are  paid  to  the  government  in  New 
York  and  in  Charleston  in  paper  of  such  unequal  va- 
lue, are  duties  uniform  throughout  the  United  States? 

10.  Has  not  the  treasury  notes,  heretofore  issued  un- 
der this  administration,  been  issued  bearing  different 
rates  of  interest;  and  have  not  different  notes  borne  dif- 
ferent values  in  the  same  place,  and  the  same  descrip- 
tion of  notes  borne  different  values  in  different  places? 
And  will  not  this  be  the  case  again? 

11.  Does  not  this  bill  authorise  the  receipt  of  these 
notes  for  the  public  dues,  and  the  payment  of  them  to 
the  public  creditors?  And  does  not  your  sub-treasury 
bill,  as  you  propose  to  pass  it,  contemplate  a resort  to 
specie,  and  specie  alone,  for  all  government  receipts 
and  payments,  with  an  express  prohibition  of  all  paper? 
Between  these  antagonist  measures,  which  is  to  pre- 
vail? What  is  the  intention  of  the  administration?  Is 
it  its  purpose  to  make  this  exclusively  a hard  money 
government,  or  exclusively  a paper  money  govern- 
ment? Or  is  it  its  purpose  to  employ  a currency  partly 
of  specie,  and  partly  of  government  paper? 

To  all  these  questions,  in  the  name  of  the  people, 
and  for  the  sake  of  the  people,  I respectfully  demand 
from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  an  explicit  and  direct  response. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  w'ould  have  great  pleasure  in 
communicating  to  the  gentleman  from  New'  York, 
(Mr.  Barnard),  or  to  any  other  member  of  the 
house,  any  information  which  he  might  receive, 
and  which  other  gentlemen  might  not  have  the 
same  opportunity  of  obtaining.  There  was  no  la- 
bor that  he  would  not  encounter,  no  inconvenience 
that  he  would  not  readily  incur,  to  accommodate 
gentlemen  in  this  particular;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  must  say  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
when  he,  (Mr.  B.)  undertook  to  draw  out  a list  of 
legal  propositions,  by  way  of  interrogating  him, 
(Mr.  J.)  as  to  his  opinions  either  as  a law'yer  or  a 
statesman,  he  (Mr.  J.)  neither  acknowledged  the 
right  of  that  gentleman  nor  any  other  to  do  so.  Mr. 
J.  here  referred  Mr.  B.  to  the  opinions  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  as  they  were  to  be  found  in  the  mes- 
sages and  in  the  accompanying  reports  from  the 
treasury  department,  from  the  special  session  to  the 
present  day.  By  reference  to  these  documents, 
the  gentleman  could  be  at  no  loss  to  know  what 
were  the  opinions  of  the  executive  officers  as  to 
the  mode  of  collecting,  keeping  and  disbursing  the 
public  money.  His,  (Mr.  J’s)  labors  were  heavy 
enough  in  all  conscience  for  any  one  man,  without 


being  increased  a hundred  fold  by  such  propositions 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  proposed  to  sub- 
mit. These  were  additional  labors  not  fully  within 
the  sphere  of  his,  (Mr.  J’s)  duty,  and  he  must, 
therefore,  decline  answering  the  interrogatories  put 
to  him. 

Mr.  Barnard,  (who,  as  he  replied  to  Mr.  J. 
turned  from  the  reporter),  was  understood  to  say 
that,  whilst  he  could  not  but  thank  the  gentleman 
for  his  courtesy,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
the  answer  of  the  gentleman  was  not  in  any  respect 
satisfactory  to  him,  and  sure  he  was  that  it  would 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the  country,  nor  to  that  por- 
tion of  it  especially,  which  he,  (Mr.  B.)  had  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  There  was  no  in- 
quiry in  the  paper  which  he  did  not  consider  per- 
tinent aud  proper,  and  which  he  did  not  hold  it  the 
bounden  duty  of  a gentleman  occupying  the  posi- 
tion held  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  answer.  If  the  gen- 
tleman would  look  at  the  interrogatories,  Mr.  B. 
was  mistaken  if  he  did  not  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  they  were  all  such  as  were  proper  for  him, 
[Mr.  B.]  to  put,  and  for  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee to  answer.  . 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  had  had  only  heard  the  inter- 
rogatories now  read  for  the  first  time;  and  he  ima- 
gined it  would  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  they 
required  at  least  a careful  examination.  It  did  not 
occur  to  him  now  that  there  was  any  thing  in  them, 
which  the  gentleman  was  not  as  competent  to 
judge  of  as  himself,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  had 
not  equal  means  of  information. 

The  chair  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Goggin,  w'ho 
addressed  the  committee,  in  oppposition  to  the  bill, 
until  ten  minutes  past  three  o’clock. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  obtained  the  floor.  Some  con- 
versation ensued,  the  object  of  which,  [as  the  re- 
porter understood],  was  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
by  which  the  right  of  Mr.  D.  to  the  floor  should  be 
leserved  if  the  bill  was  reported  to  the.  house; 
but  the  chair  slating  that  no  such  agreement  could 
be  recognised,  Mr.  Duncan  proceeded  in  his  re- 
marks, giving  notice  that  his  principal  object  w'as 
to  take  some  notice  of  the  Florida  war.  Mr.  D. 
had  spoken  only  about  fifteen  minutes,  when,  hav- 
ing yielded  the  floor  for  the  moment,  another  at- 
tempt was  made  to  get  the  bill  out  of  committee, 
which  gave  rise  to  much  conversation,  but  resulted, 
like  the  previous  efforts,  unsuccessfully.  Mr.  D. 
then  again  took  the  floor,  and  proceeded  until  about 
four  o’clock,  when  he  yield  the  floor  to  Mr.  Ray- 
ner,  who  proposed  that  the  committee  should  now 
rise,  and  that  the  bill  should  be  taken  up  to-mor- 
row, and  disposed  ot  before  an  adjournment.  And 
on  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  there  ap- 
peared yeas  34,  noes  29;  no  quorum  voting.  And 
thereupon  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
house  the  fact  that  there  was  no  quorum. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  on 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  w’ere  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  were  yeas  36,  nays  48.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn;  but  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Davee  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which, 
ayes  45,  noes  37,  was  ordered.  A motion  for  ad- 
journment was  then  made,  but  on  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  ordered,  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  proposed  that  the  house  should 
adjourn,  and  that  it  should  be  understood  that  to- 
morrow the  bill  should  be  taken  up,  and  disposed 
of  before  adjournment.  Mr.  Pickens  said  he  hoped 
the  proposition  would  be  agreed  to.  It  was  useless 
to  sit  here — it  was  too  great  a trial  on  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  members.  Mr.  Hoffman  was  satisfied, 
he  said,  that  this  was  the  only  way  in  which  the  bill 
could  ever  be  disposed  of.  Any  man  who  desired 
this  bill  to  pass,  should  agree  to  the  adoption  of  some 
such  proposition.  Mr.  Dawson  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Duncan  expressed  the  belief  that  nothing 
would  be  lost  if  there  was  an  understanding  that  the 
house  should  go  into  committee  of  t he  whole  to- 
morrow, and  that  the  bill  should  be  disposed  of  be- 
fore adjournment. 

Mr.  Crabb  said  there  was  a principle  involved  in 
this  matter,  and  he  would  take  no  compromise. — 
He  would  stay  here  until  a proper  hour,  and  then 
he  would  vote  for  an  adjournment,  but  he  would 
not  be  transferred  in  this  way  by  any  leader  or  any 
party.  Mr.  Montgomery  said  he  would  vote  against 
any  such  agreement.  Mr.  Crockett  said  something 
which  the  reporter  could  not  hear. 

[Much  confusion  here  prevailed,  and  calls  were 
loud  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment.] 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  73, 
nays  34. 

So,  at  a quarter  before  5 o’clock,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 
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Banks.  Manhattan  bank  report.  On  our  first  page 
will  be  found  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Manhattan  banking 
company.  Its  publication  has  been  awaited  with 
much  interest  by  the  community,  for  some  day-  past. 
The  commissioners  have  confined  themselves  strictly 
to  a statement  of  facts,  leaving  the  public  to  form  their 
own  opinions.  Appended  to  the  report  are  a number 
of  tables  illustrating  various  matters  relating  to  the 
bank,  one  of  which,  viz:  the  statement  of  its  affairs  as 
compiled  by  the  secretary  of  the  commissioners,  F. 
W.  Edmonds,  esq.  we  have  inserted  in  the  body  of 
the  report.  Some  of  the  other  tables  we  may  perhaps 
publish  hereafter,  should  it  appear  to  be  expedient.  At 
present  we  doubt  the  propriety  of  bringing  the  names 
of  all  the  debtors  of  a bank  before  the  public,  without 
some  special  reason,  though  it  may  be  proper  that  they 
should  be  communicated  to  the  stockholders,  for  their 
information  and  guidance — which  is  the  object  of  pub- 
lishing them  in  the  report.  We  shall  only  say  now, 
that  the  largest  debtor  to  the  bank  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage, is  Mr.  John  G.  Coster,  who  owes  to  the  amount 
of  $256,426,  which  is  secured  on  seven  stores  in  Pearl, 
Water,  Front  and  South  streets,  and  on  Washington 
hall,  Broadway.  The  largest  debtors  on  stock  security 
are  J.  & A.  Brown,  $135,600;  Campbell  P.  White, 
$126,503  91;  .T.  L & S.  Josephs  &.  Co.  $123,690; 
Beekman,  Richard  & Luke,  $66,410;  Thomas  Suf- 
fern,  $57,693;  S.  & M.  Allen,  $56,152;  JohnC.  White, 
$50,001);  Edward  A.  Nicoll,  $41,903;  James  McBride, 
$33,599;  Win.  G.  Bucknur,  $27,500;  Christmas,  Li- 
vingston &.  Co.  $20,000;  S.  J.  Bsede,  $17,700;  and  so 
on  downward.  Total  amount  loaned  on  stocks,  in- 
cluding a few  collaterals,  $901,820.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
marked that  in  most  cases,  the  security  when  taken, 
would  have  been  deemed  satisfactory  by  disinterested 
men  generally;  but  the  extraordinary  decline  in  stocks 
and  real  estate,  has  reduced  the  value  of  some  of  the 
securities  to  a low  per  centage  upon  their  original  cost. 

[iV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Manhattan  hank.  Mahlsy  Gelston,  esq.  president. 
Roht.  White,  esq.  cashier,  and  J.  G.  Coster,  esq.  one  of 
the  directors  have  resigned  in  the  Manhattan  bank. 
In  their  places  William  M.  Vermilye,  esq.  for  many 
years  the  cashier  of  the  Merchants’ Exchange  bank, 
has  been  chosen  as  cashier,  Jonathan  Thompson,  esq. 
as  president,  and  Win.  B.  Astor,  esq.  as  a director. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  states,  of  the  bills  dis- 
counted at  the  Manhattan  bank — a number  amounting 
in  all  to  $393,853,  were  accommodation  notes,  and  did 
not  grow  out  of  any  business  transaction. 

Rev.  R.  J.  Breckinridse.  On  Saturday  the  case  of 
the  alleged  libel  against  Mr.  James  L.  Maguire  was 
finally  brought  to  a~close.  The  attorney  general  stat- 
ed his  intention  not  to  prosecute  the  matter  any  farther, 
and  a nolle  prosequi  was  entered  by  him,  both  in  the 
case  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Breckinridge,  and  in  that  of  the 
rev.  Mr.  Cross,  associate  editor  of  the  Literary  and  Re- 
ligious Magazine. 

Bissell’s  pneumatic  engine.  We  had  the  pleasure 
yesterday  of  seeing  the  operation  of  a new  engine  for 
propelling  rail  road  cars,  vessels,  &c.  just  constructed 
in  this  city  by  Mr.  Levi  Bissell,  the  inventor.  It  is,  we 
believe,  the  first  attempt  claiming  to  be  successful,  to 
use  compressed  atmospheric  air  as  a motive  power. 
The  engine,  which  is  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  the  practicability  of  the  principle,  is  about  the 
size  of  a five  horse  steam  engine  which  it  resembles 
externally,  though  its  power  is  alleged  to  be  much 
greater.  A cylindrical  iron  chamber  of  the  capacity 
of  ten  gallons  is  attached  to  the  engine  and  filled  with 
condensed  air  by  a condensing  pump.  The  air  is  con- 
ducted from  this  vessel  to  the  working  cylinder- by  a 
tube.  Though  the  machinery,  which  is  apparently 
very  simple,  is  not  yet  entirely  complete,  it  was  put  in 
operation  twice  while  we  were  present,  and  certainly 
worked  with  great  energy,  until  the  power  was  ex- 
hausted. 

In  order  to  bring  this  power  into  practical  use  on 
railways,  Mr.  Bissell  proposes  to  construct  suitable 
pumps  at  convenient  distances  on  the  line  of  travel, 
with  reservoirs  capable  of  sustaining  air  condensed  to 
2,000  lbs.  pressure  to  the  square  inch,  from  which  the 
locomotive  air-chambers  are  to  be  supplied.  The  con- 
densing apparatus,  it  is1  also  said,  may  be  so  construc- 
ted as  to  be  portable  and  thus  accompany  the  engine 
as  a tender.  Among  the  supposed  advantages  of  this 
contrivance  over  the  steam  engine,  the  inventor  alleges 
that  the  cost  of  the  machinery  will  be  much  less,  that 
it  will  be  more  durable,  and  far  less  exposed  tp  de- 
rangements and  accidents.  The  power,  too,  will  be 
much  less  expensive,  and  at  the  same  time  more  to  be 
relied  on.  There  are  other  advantages  which,  if  the 
principle  be  practicable,  will  readily  suggest  themselves 
on  a moment’s  reflection. 

Mr.  Bissell  hopes  to  be  able  to  make  a demonstra- 
tion of  the  practicability  of  his  invention  on  one  of  our 
rail  roads  or  rivers  during  the  course  of  the  present 
season.  That  he  may  realize  his  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, must  certainly  be  the  wish  of  every  friend 
of  improvement.  [Newark,  N.  J.  Ado. 

Cockran’s  patent  cannon.  Tiie  following  article  is 
from  the  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Herald,  dated 
Washington,  March  18th,  1810.  “I  was  invited  to  wit- 
ness a great  exhibition  at  the  arsenal,  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  of  the  firing  of  Mr.  Cockran’s  patent  re- 
volving cannon,  which  is  considered  such  a great  in- 
vention, and  such  a valuable  improvement  in  the  en- 
gines of  war — the  ultirnaratio  of  kings.  The  firing 


commenced  at  five  o’clock,  in  the  great  square  at  the 
arsenal,  and  the  gun  was  pointed  in  the  direction  of 
the  river  Potomac.  The  members  of  the  cabinet,  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the  chair- 
man and  members  of  the  military  committee,  and  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  a large  number  of  the 
members  of  both  houses  of  congress  were  present,  with 
many  citizens,  and  distinguished  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy. 

The  firing  was  superintended  by  Mr.  Cockran  him- 
self, and  it  gave  universal  satisfaction.  No  ramrod  or 
sponge  is  used  with  the  gun,  and  it  fires  with  extraor- 
dinary rapidity — it  sent  the  balls  across  the  Potomac 
river,  which  is  near  two  miles  wide  at  this  point. 

Many  looked  on  with  delighted  surprise,  and  not  a 
rew  with  amazement,  during  the  operation,  as  ball 
after  ball,  with  the  flashing  of  fire,  came  forth  from  the 
same  muzzle  in  such  rapid  succession;  and  being  in 
itself  equal  to  a battery  of  eight  common  guns.  The  in- 
ventor, Mr.  Cockran,  stood  by  the  side  of  the  gun,  and 
loaded  and  fired  it  himself.  He  has  gained  great  repu- 
tation abroad,  and  his  talents  are,  at  this  time,  attract- 
ing the  notice  of  congress,  who  are  about  to  take  mea- 
sures to  patronize  his  valuable  inventions.  Colonel 
Talbot,  of  the  arsenai  department,  was  present. 

Custom  house  regulation.  The  New  York  Star 
states  that  the  following  regulation  has  been  recently 
adopted  at  the  custom  house  of  that  port.  As  it  varies 
from  the  ordinary  practice,  it  is  important  that  it  should 
be  generally  known: 

‘■In  future,  all  merchandise  imported — 1st.  on  ac- 
count of  a foreign  manufacturer;  2.J.  on  account  of  a 
foreign  purchaser;  3d.  on  account  of  a resident  owner; 
4th.  on  consignment;  the  owner  residing  in  the  United 
States,  elsewhere  than  in  the  city  of  New  York,  must, 
by  a regulation  adopted  at  the  custom  house  of  this 
city  be  placed  upon  separate  entries.  This  rule  ap- 
plies to  all  descriptions  of  goods,  dutiable  or  free. 

Death.  The  honorable  John  Lowell  died  of  apo- 
plexy, yesterday  morning,  at  his  residence  in  Roxbury, 
aged  70.  [ Boston  Gazette. 

Fire.  A fire  occurred  this  morning,  at  about  11 
o’clock,  at  East  Cambridge,  which  destroyed  more 
property  than  any  fire  in  this  city  or  vicinity,  for  a long 
time  past.  It  broke  out  in  a stable,  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  E.  H.  Winchester,  and  spread  so  rapidly  that 
the  horses  and  other  animals  in  it  were  rescued  with 
difficulty.  [ Boston  Journal  of  Tuesday. 

Germany.  During  the  year  1839,  no  less  than  2,483 
musical  compositions  were  published  in  Germany:  of 
these  89  were  orchestral  pieces,  154  for  the  violin,  22 
violincello,  1 double  bass,  69  flute,  30  other  wind  in- 
struments, 35  guitar,  17  harp,  1,244  piano  forte,  31  or- 
gan, 81  church  hymns,  71  operas,  407  songs,  22  con- 
cert pieces,  and  73  works  on  music,  of  which.  23  are 
works  of  instruction.  This  exhibits  a decrease  of  150 
musical  publications  when  compared  with  the  works 
ot  the  previous  year.  In  1833,  2,633  musical  works 
were  published  iu  Germany.  [Musical  Journal. 

Missing  mails.  The  following  mails  have  failed  to 
reach  the  New  York  post  office,  and  are  supposed  to 
have  been  in  the  mail  robbed  east  of  Columbus,  (Ohio), 
on  the  9th  inst.  St.  Louis  of  the  2d  March;  Nashville, 
5th  do.  Vincennes,  6th  do.  Louisville,  8th  do.  Cincin- 
nati, 9th  do. 

Post  office,  Baltimore,  1 6th  March,  1340. 

To  the  editors  of  the  American.  Gentlemen:  The  Co- 
lumbus Journal  is  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  rob- 
bers of  the  Cincinnati  pouch  for  the  east,  on  the  9th 
inst.  confined  their  plunder  to  letter  packages  for  New 
York.  The  St.  Louis  package  of  the  2d,  Nashville  of 
the  5th,  and  Louisville  of  the  8th,  have  not  been  re- 
ceived at  this  office;  they  were,  I fear,  taken  from  the 
pouch  and  their  contents  purloined.  The  Cincinnati 
pouch  of  the  9th  and  Vincennes  of  the  6th  have  been 
received.  Respectfully,  J.  Vansant,  p.  m. 

Manufactories.  In  Waterbary,  (Ct.)  there  were  em- 
ployed in  the  factories,  in  1837, 840  hands.  At  present 
there  are  161.  The  value  of  the  goods  manufactured 
there  in  1837,  was  $91,000.  This  year  it  is  $1,950. 
7'his  is  the  result  of  the  fluctuating  credit  system  em- 
ployed in  this  country.  Something  must  be  done  to 
give  stability  to  business. 

The  Patterson,  N.  Jersey  Intelligencer  says — “The 
greater  part  of  the  manufactories  in  this  town  have 
been  lying  idle  for  months.  There  are,  we  under- 
stand, but  two  establishments  among  the  whole  num- 
ber which  are  making  full  time;  a few  of  the  others 
run  part  of  the  time.” 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal.  The  annexed  ex- 
tract from  a letter  to  a gentleman  of  Philadelphia  is 
published  in  the  United  States  Gazette.  The  comple- 
tion of  this  work  is  of  great  importance,  and  will  throw 
open  the  trade  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  cities  of  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia: 

I hasten  to  inform  you,  that  the  restrictions  upon  the 
public  officers  from  making  payment  on  the  subscrip- 
tions made  by  the  state  of  Ohio  to  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  canal,  were  revoked  by  the  legislature  of 
Ohio  on  the  17th  instant;  and  arrangements  have  been 
made,  this  day,  with  the  officers  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
which  will  enable  the  company  to  bring  the  work  to  a 
speedy  completion,  without  further  delay  or  embarrass- 
ment. You  may  expect  the  next  communication  from 
me  will  give  you  notice  of  the  passage  of  a boat  through 
the  entire  line. 

Penny  postage.  The  new  ‘‘penny  postage’’  law 
went  into  operation  in  England,  on  the  10th  of  January. 


The  effects  of  the  system  may  by  gathered  from  opera- 
tions of  the  first  day  under  it,  in  the  “great  metropolis.” 
A London  paper  mentions  that  the  number  of  letters 
mailed  in  that  city  on  the  10th  of  January  last,  was 
112,104.  The  estimated  number  for  the  10th  of  Jan. 
1839,  was  27,887 — thus  showing  an  increase  of  more 
than  four  fold,  under  the  new  system,  as  compared 
with  the  old. 

State  stocks.  The  New  York  Commercial  states 
that  there  was  a sale  on  Tuesday,  at  the  Merchants’ 
Exchange  in  that  city,  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
comptroller,  of  the  following  stocks  for  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  the  protested  notes  of  some  of  the  banks 
established  under  the  new  banking  law. 

$1,000  Illinois  internal  improvement  bond,  re- 
deemable 1870,  interest  payable  at  the 
rate  of  6 per  cent,  purchased  by  Mr. 

Riggs,  at  72 

$5,000  state  of  Maine  bonds,  redeemable  May, 

1848.  Interest  payable  in  Boston,  at  the 


rate  of  6 per  cent,  purceased  by  J.  Ward, 
at  87  3-8 

$5,000  same  description,  by  J.  R.  Goodman,  84  1-4 

$5,000  do.  do.  by  J.  Ward,  84  1-2 

$1,000  or  £'225,  Alabama  state  bond,  redeem- 
able in  1844,  with  a privilege  of  renewal, 
interest  payable  at  the  rate  of  6 per  cent, 
purchased  by  J.  Ward,  at  79 

(Sale  stopped.) 


Silk  producing  association.  We  learn  from  the 
York  (Pa.)  Gazette,  that  a society  for  the  production 
of  silk  has  recently  been  established,  by  act  of  incor- 
poration, in  that  borough.  The  Gazette  states  that 
the  company  propose  to  enter  into  the  silk  business 
upon  an  economical,  prudent  and  safe  plan.  The 
share  of  stock  in  the  company  is  rated  at  ten  dollars — 
six  of  which,  the  stockholders  have  the  privilege  of  pay- 
ing in  trees — the  produce  of  York  county — at  ten  cents 
a tree  for  these  of  three  feet  high,  and  others  in  propor- 
tion; the  remaining  four  dollars  to  be  paid  in  cash,  in 
instalments,  as  may  be  required,  or  found  to  be  expedi- 
ent. It  is  stated  to  be  the  intention  of  the  society,  thus 
formed  and  chartered,  to  commence  operations  pre- 
liminary to  the  production  of  silk,  without  loss  of  time. 

Temperance.  It  is  said  that  father  Matthew  expects 
to  have  1,060,000  members  of  the  temperance  society, 
enrolled  in  Ireland,  by  Easter. 

Tolls.  Flour  by  the  Pennsylvania  canals — Reduc- 
tion uj  tolls.  The  Harrisburg  Telegraph  of  Wednes- 
day says: — We  understand  that  the  canal  commission- 
ers have  passed  a resolution  to  allow  a drawback  of  20 
cents  per  bbl.  on  flour  entered  at  Pittsburg  and  which 
shall  be  certified  to  have  passed  to  Philadelphia. — This 
virtually  reduces  toll  to  54  cents  per  bbl.  for  the  route. 
It  is  thought  this  reduction  will  prevent  flour  from  going 
to  New  York  from  Pittsburg  via  New  Orleans. 

The  Vistula.  The  river  Vistula  has  found  a shorter 
course  to  the  sea  than  its  old  route  by  way  of  Dantzic, 
thereby  shortening  its  course  about  10  English  miles. 
The  new  opening  is  2,000  feet  wide;  and  bids  fair  to 
become  the  main  channel:  in  which  case,  the  city  of 
Dantzic  will  be  quite  out  of  position. 

Wages.  The  wages  of  the  New  York  custom  house 
officers  have  been  reduced;  and  the  Inquirer  says  that 
those  of  the  workmen  employed  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy  yard  are  also  to  be  taken  down. 

Wilmington  rail  road.  The  Wilmington,  N.  C' 
Advertiser  expresses  much  exultation  at  the  final  com- 
pletion of  the  great  rail  road  running  from  that  city  to 
the  Roanoke  river. — This  road  is  said  to  be  the  longest 
work  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  being  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  miles  in  length.  We  have  had  frequent  oc- 
casion, during  its  progress,  to  allude  to  the  energy  with 
which  it  was  prosecuted,  and  the  claims  of  the  direc- 
tory to  the  highest  praise  will  be  universally  conceded , 
when  it  is  known  that  the  work,  commenced  in  Octo- 
ber, 1836,  was  finished  on  the  7th  of  March,  1840.  It 
appears  that  only  21  1-2  miles  of  this  road  are  curved, 
leaving  the  unparalled  amount  of  138  1-2  miles  of 
straight  road,  in  a total  length  of  161  miles.  One  of 
these  straight  lines  is  47  miles  long;  others  are  3,  4,  6, 
7,  8 and  15  miles  in  length.  The  shortest  radius  of 
curvature  used  is  5,730  feet  and  most  of  the  radii  are 
12,000,  20,000  and  30,000  feet. — The  radius  of  one 
curve  is  67,240  feet  in  length — which  curve  is  consider- 
ed equal  to  a straight  line.  The  steepest  grade  on  the 
road  is  30  feetper  mile.  These  occuronly  in  approach- 
ing the  few  streams  that  cross  the  line — the  grades  ge- 
nerally are  level  grades. 

Major  Gwynn  is  the  engineer  under  whose  direction 
the  work  was  constructed. 

On  the  9th  instant  the  first  car  passed  over  the  entire 
line  ot  161  miles.  It  arrived  at  Wilmington  from  Wel- 
don, at  noon  on  that  day,  and  the  occasion  was  mark- 
ed by  a salute  of  161  guns  and  other  demonstrations  of 
public  joy. 

Tiie  Winnebagoes.  The  Louisville  Journal  learns 
from  general  Atkinson,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Winnebagoes  to  remove  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  their  treaty  with  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, he  has  received  orders  from  the  war  department 
to  remove  them  at  all  hazards.  He  will  forthwith  call 
into  active  service  the  necessary  number  of  troops  and 
repair  to  the  present  locality  of  the  tribe.  We  have  no 
doubt  (continues  the  Journal)  that  he  will  execute  with 
wisdom  and  energy  the  important  trust  confided  to 
him.  Wc  know,  that  he  will,  if  possible,  spare  the  effu- 
sion of  blood. 
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Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  April 
1,  1840.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  12th 
October,  1837, 2fst  May,  1838  and  2d  March,  1839, 

$19,567,086  22 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  re- 
deemed $18,144,530  58 


Leaving  the  amount  outstanding  $1,422,555  64 
Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Louisville  (Ky.)  in  flames.  From  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Exchange  books.  We  are  indebted  to  a 
friend  for  the  following  extract  of  a letter  dated 
Louisville  (Ky.)  March  27,  1840. 

“This  day  I arrived  here,  and  saw  one  of  the 
largest  fires  I ever  remember,  except  the  great  fire 
in  New  York.  It  originated  in  Main  street,  be- 
tween Second  and  Third,  about  mid-night,  extend- 
ing in  its  course  on  both  sides,  up  and  down,  to 
Market  street,  and  the  other  side  to  the  river;  and 
is  still  raging  at  6 A.  M.  with  unabated  fury,  and 
not  knowing  where  it  will  stop.  They  are  pulling 
■down  houses  in  order  to  stop  its  progress.  I fear 
the  Louisville  bank,  (a  very  fine  building),  said  to 
be  fire  proof,  will  not  be  saved. 

At  7 A.  M.  the  fire  is  still  raging — bank  out  of 
■danger.  One  whole  block  of  buildings  in  the  most 
business  part  of  the  city  burnt  to  the  ground-  The 
gutters  are  one  continued  sheet  of  flames,  owin°-  to 
the  liquor  which  has  been  emptied  out  of  some  of 
the  stores.  The  boat  by  which  I write  will  leave 
in  twenty  minutes,  and  I must  necessarily  close 
this  account.” 

Vol.  Vlfl.— Sir,.  5. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

By  the  packet  ship  Stephen  Whitney,  captain 
Thompson,  we  have  a Liverpool  paper  of  Monday, 
March  2nd,  beingone  day  later.  It  contains  scarce- 
ly a word  that  will  pass  for  news. 

A small  steamer  called  the  Argyle,  left  Liverpool 
on  the  1st  for  New  Orleans.  The  Liverpool  Al- 
bion says  she  is  intended  to  ply  as  a mail  boat  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz. 

The  new  steamer  President,  which  is  to  ply  be- 
tween Liverpool  and  New  York,  is  rigged  as  a 
three-masted  schooner.  Her  stern  is  ornamented 
with  heraldic  designs,  which  present  a combination 
of  the  arras  of  England  and  the  United  States.  Her 
figure-head  will  be  a bustof  Washington.  It  is  cal- 
culated that  she  will  carry  1,000  tons  of  goods,  be- 
sides her  compliment  of  coal,  luggage,  &c. 

The  sales  of  cotton  at  Liverpool  on  Saturday 
were  2,500  bales,  all  to  the  trade,  including  2,300 
American,  at  5 5 8 a 7 1-2. 

(New  York  Jour,  of  Corn. 

FRANCE. 

The  packet  ship  Louis  Philippe,  at  New  York, 
sailed  from  Havre  on  the  2nd  instant. 

The  Paris  Presse  of  the  29th  states  that  the  offi- 
cial part  of  the  Moniteur,  to  be  published  on  the 
following  day,  was  expected  to  contain  the  an- 
nouncement of  (he  composition  of  the  new  cabinet. 

Forty  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire  at  Lille  on 
the  night  of  Feb.  24th. 

Hamburg  papers  of  the  25th,  had  been  received 
in  Paris.  A great  sensation  was  created  in  Gottin- 
gen by  the  arrival  there,  on  the  19th,  of  the  minis- 
ter Van  Stralenheim,  with  an  order  from  the  king 
to  the  university,  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
deputy  on  the  21st.  A similar  order,  but  for  a dif- 
ferent day,  was  delivered  to  the  magistrates,  direct- 
ing the  citizens  to  elect  a representative,  which  it 
was  expected  they  would  obey. 

SIX  DAYS  LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  Ne  w York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Thurs- 
day, 3 P.  M.  says:  We  have  just  received  London 
papers  to  the  evening  of  March  6th,  brought  by  the 
packet  ship  Montreal,  capt.  Griffin. 

There  was  a talk  of  war  between  England  and 
Portugal.  Or  rather,  such  wa3  the  talk  at  Lisbon 
by  the  last  advices,  which  were  to  the  24th  of 
February. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  March  2d,  sir  James 
Graham  gave  notice  that  if  the  documents  respect- 
ing China  were  not  laid  before  the  house  by  Thurs- 
day next,  he  should  move  an  address  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  all  papers  relating  to  our  commercial 
intercourse  with  that  country. 

On  the  same  day,  lord  J.  Russell  stated  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  lay  before  the  house  all  the 
papers  that  had  been  received  on  the  subject  of  the 
“North  American  boundary;”  but  observed  that  the 
question  was  scarcely  fit  yet  to  be  discussed  in 
parliament. 

The  French  forces  in  Africa  number  near  50,000 
men.  An  expedition  against  Abd-el-Kader  was  to 
be  undertaken  soon. 

Ttiere  had  been  a riot  in  Madrid,  (Feb.  24th ),  in 
the  hall  of  the  cortes,  but  it  appeared  to  have  no 
raroiflcatioit  among  the  people.  The  city  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  a state  ofseige. 

The  average  of  wheat  for  the  week  ending  Feb. 
28,  was  66s.  4d. — aggregate  for  6 weks,  65s.  6d. — 
duty  21s.  8d. 

A new  French  ministry  had  been  constituted,  as 
follows:  M.  Thiers  president  of  the  council  and 
minister  for  foreign  affairs;  M.  Vivien,  minister  of 
justice;  M.  de  Remusat,  minister  of  the  interior; 
M.  de  Malleville,  sub-secretary;  M.  Jaubert,  minis- 
ter ot  public  works;  general  Cubieres,  minister  of 
war;  admiral  Roussin,  minister  of  marine;  Pelit  de 
la  Lozere,  minister  of  commerce;  Ivl.  Cousin,  minis- 
ter of  public  instruction;  M.  Gouin,  minister  of 
finance. 

The  Debats  adds,  that  M.  Laeaye  Laplace  was 
offered  the  portfolio  of  finance,  but  refused. 

Tjondon , March  5,  (Evening) . — The  gloom  which 
has  prevailed  for  some  days  past  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, appears  rather  to  increase  titan  otherwise. — 
The  sales  of  stock  to-day  lijive  not  been  upon  nearly 
so  extensive  a scale  as  the}’  were  yesterday  ami  the 
day  preceding.  This  is,  however,  the  result  qf  the 
great  apparent  caution  exhibited,  on  the  pa;;t,of  the 
jobbers,  who  appear  but  jittlg  disposed  at  present  I 


to  increase  the  amount  of  stock  in  their  possession. 
The  value  of  money  has  been  steadily  maintained, 
at  about  five  per  cent,  on  stock,  which  may  be  ta- 
ken as  the  average  charge  in  the  city  generally  for 
the  discount  of  the  first  class  of  mercantile  paper. 

Not  a hint  has  yet  transpired  from  the  west  end 
of  the  town,  of  the  intention  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  in  respect  to  the  plan  he  intends  to 
adopt  to  make  up  the  acknowledged  deficiency  in 
the  public  revenue.  Opinion  continues  to  be  much 
diversified  as  to  whether  a funding  of  exchequer 
bonds  will  be  resorted  to,  or  an  open  loan  negotiated. 
It  had  hardly  been  stated  that  the  capitalists  ofthe 
city,  who  have  usually  taken  parts  in  loans,  are  de- 
sirous that  the  finance  master  should  obtain  the 
“means”  he  requires  to  complete  his  budget,  by  an 
application  to  them  for  advances.  In  the  obtain- 
ment  of  any  sum  that  may  be  required,  there  would 
not  be  the  least  difficulty. 

The  quotation  of  consols  for  acconDt,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  business  this  afternoon,  was  90  3-4  7 8, 
and  for  money  90  1-4.  It  will  be  perceived  that 
the  Constango  is  rather  increasing,  and  should  the 
supply  of  money  stock  continue,  a further  advance 
may  be  expected,  especially  if  the  bull  party  con- 
tinue their  operations  for  an  improvement  in  the 
prices  of  stock.  The  reduction  in  the  value  of 
consols  for  account  to  day  has  amounted  only  to 
about  1-8  per  cent,  while  for  immediate  transfer  it 
has  been  from  1-4  to  3-8  per  cent,  some  sales  hav- 
ing been  made  in  the  course  of  the  morning  at 
90  1-8  in  bona  fide  bargains. 

The  closing  of  the  three  and  a half  per  cent,  re- 
duced annuities,  this  afternoon,  did  not  produce  any 
considerable  increase  of  business  in  the  transfer 
offices  for  this  stock.  The  last  bargain  in  this  stock 
was  made  at  99  1-4  or  3 8 per  cent,  below  the  open- 
ing prices.  The  price  of  exchequer  bills  has^ieen 
subjected  to  a further  depreciation;  from  3s.  pre- 
mium this  species  of  security  fell  to  1-2  late  in  the 
afternoon.  India  bonds  declined  al-o  to  2s.  dis- 
count, but  they  afterwards  rallied  to  par. 

The  prevalence  of  adverse  winds  continue  to  re- 
tard arrivals  from  the  westward.  The  merchants 
connected  with  the  United  States  are  most  anxious- 
ly awaiting  advices  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  in  the  hope  that  more  favorable  informa- 
tion will  be  conveyed  on  the  subject  of  trade.  The 
Canadian  merchants  too  are  looking  lor  letters  with 
solicitude,  as  the  important  changes  now  in  pro- 
gress in  the  colony  are  likely  to  affect  the  value  of 
property  in  parts  of  the  lower  province. 

London,  March  4.  Ttie  tale  accounts  from  Havre, 
speaking  of  the  cotton  trade,  state  that  business, 
without  being  very  active,  had  moved  on  a fair 
scale,  considering  the  large  sales  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Up  to  the  29th 
ult.  the  slock  in  hand  was  estimated  at  73,000  bales, 
of  which  66,000  were  American  descriptions.  The 
sales  of  the  week  had  reached  7,812  bales. 

From  Milan,  under  date  of  the  15th  nit.  it  is 
stated  that  within  the  last  few  days  a decline  had 
taken  place  in  the  prices  of  silk.  The  raw  article, 
being  always  in  request  by  the  spinners,  was  better 
supported  than  the  worked. 

The  quantity  of  flaxseed  imported  into  London- 
derry this  season  amounts  to  10,425  barrels  from 
Riga,  and  503  hogsheads  from  Hollaad.  Another 
cargo  of  Dutch  is  expected.  No  arrivals  of  Ameri- 
can seed  as  yet;  but  it  is  probable  that  a supply 
from  that  quarter  will  arrive  as  usual. 

A good  many  of  the  farmers,  as  well  as  some  spe- 
culators, have  made  purchases  during  the  week,  and 
prices  appear  at  present  looking  up.  We  give  the 
following-a*  the, latest  quotations:  Riga,  42s.  to  45s. 
per  barrel;  Dutch,  80s.  to  S4s.  per  hogshead,  of 
the  latter  100  hogsheads  were  bought  on  Thursday 
eveuing  fpr  83s.  per  hogshead. 

[ Londonderry  Sentinel. 

Pads,  March  4 — Coffee — Large  purchases  have 
been  made  in  Martinico  ar.d  Gaudalonpe,  at  Paris, 
Bordeaux,  Havre  and  Marseilles.  Stock  on,  hand 
1,800-, 000  barrel?.  This,  article  is  in  great  request. 

Cotton— rStock  on  hand  in  the  five  towns  above 
mentioned,  76,000  tales,  making  16,000  hales  more 
than  there  were  at  the  same  period  last  year. 

Tlia  money  market  has. opened  with  a great  ten- 
dency to  rise,,  and  French  rentes .ara  in  great  request. 

Half  pcts,l  four.  The  rise  has  continued  and  the 
bears  have  met  with  immense  losses.  Another 
failure  to  a large  amount  has  been  announced  this 
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afternoon.  A certain  degree  of  consternation  has 
been  caused  by  this  intelligence,  as  this  failure  will 
probably  be  a prelude  to  many  others. 

In  the  midst  of  this  money  crisis  little  attention  is 
paid  to  politics.  The  new  ministry  is  recruiting  a 
majority.  It  is  reported  that  the  secret  supply 
bill  will  be  moved  on  Friday  and  this  will  prove 
a criterion  for  the  strength  of  the  Thiers  cabinet  in 
the  chamber  of  deputies. 

The  five  per  cents,  for  cash,  are  at  114f.  and  at 
114f.  35c.  for  account,  three  per  cents,  for  cash,  are 
at82f.  S5c.  and  at  83f.  for  account. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  March  2nd.  A moderate 
amount  of  business  was  transacted  in  cotton  this 
day;  the  market  was,  however,  rather  dull.  Egyp- 
tians were  l-4d.  to  l-2d.  per  lower.  American  sorts 
were  unvaried  in  price;  3,000  bags  were  sold. 

March  3rd.  Our  market  this  week  is  very  stea- 
dy, and  American  a little  dearer  than  last  week. 

The  business  to-day  amounts  to  2,000  bags,  all  to 
the  trade,  consisting  of  260  Brazils,  8 1-4  a 9d.;  50 
Egyptian,  8 1-4  a 9 3-8d.;  100  Surats,  4 3 8 a 5d.; 
and  the  remainder  American  5 1-2  a 7 l-2d. 

March  4.  No  alteration  ha3  taken  place  in  our 
market  since  yesterday.  The  demand  continues 
moderate;  3,000  bags  met  with  purchasers,  and  pre- 
vious rates  were  maintained,  100  Bahia,  8 l-3d.  a 
8 3-4d.;  120  Pernam,  8 1-3  a 9d . ; 200  Surat,  4 1-4 
a4  3-4d.;  40  Egyptian,  8 3-4d.;  2,540  American, 
5 1-2  a 7 l-2d. 

London  corn  exchange , March  2nd.  The  supply 
of  wheat  from  Essex,  Kent  and  Suffolk,  continues 
moderate,  but  the  condition  has  much  improved, 
which  enabled  the  factors  to  realize  an  advance  of 
Is.  to  2s.  per  quarter.  Foreign  is  in  better  demand 
at  fully  last  week’s  prices. 

March  4th.  The  arrivals  are  moderate  from 
Monday — there  is  no  variation  to  notice  in  prices 
from  that  day. 

London,  Thursday  evening,  March  4.  Tobacco— 
Kentucky,  a very  limited  extent  of  business  has 
been  done  in  this  description  during  the  month,  and 
prices  still  continue  to  recede.  Maryland,  very 
few  purchasers;  Cuba,  a large  parcel  was  offered 
to  public  sale  on  the  26th  ult.  but  a very  small  por- 
tion was  taken  by  the  trade,  and  these  of  selected 
qualities;  in  middling  and  ordinary  descriptions 
prices  may  be  quoted  at  from  9d.  to  lOd. 

Antwerp,  March  4.  Cotton  was  not  in  demand, 
though  India  sorts  continued  scarce:  247  bales  of 
Virginia  had  been  sold  at  33c. 

CHINA.. 

By  the  ship  Albion,  Lovett,  at  New  York,  112 
days  from  Canton,  the  Herald  has  accounts  to  the 
3rd  of  December  last. 

From  Canton  it  is  reported  that  the  port  will  be 
closed  against  all  foreign  trade  on  the  6th  inst.  The 
American  merchants  have  petitioned  that  their 
trade  be  continued.  Again,  the  transhipping  trade 
to  Toonkoe  is  only  to  be  stopped  and  the  hong 
merchants  have  petitioned  that  it  be  continued. 

We  were  misinformed  last  week  when  we  stated 
that  H.  E.  the  governor  of  Macao  had  deprived 
some  of  the  passage  boats  of  their  licences,  and  for- 
bidden any  more  English  to  land  in  Macao;  we  cor- 
rect our  misstatement  from  the  highest  authority. 

Two  thousand  Fokeen  soldiers  have  arrived  at 
Chaouchoo,  in  order  to  relieve  the  garrison  there. 
These  warriors  have  received  orders  to  march  to 
Canton,  very  likely  to  defend  the  provincial  city. 
It  is  also  rumored  that  nearly  the  whole  fleet  of  that 
province  is  to  be  concentrated  in  these  waters  to 
awe  the  barbarian  ships  from  attempting  any  thing 
out  of  the  way.  A studious  silence  has  been  main- 
tained up  to  this  date,  respecting  the  affair  of  the 
Bogue,  but  there  was  a report  immediately  forward- 
ed to  the  emperor,  no  doubt  in  order  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  glorious  battle  won  by  the  invincibles 
of  the  Bacca  'Tigris. 

The  visits  of  military  officers  to  Macao  have  lately 
become  very  frequent.  We  do  not  know  the  rea- 
son why  they  so  very  much  court  to  walk  along  the 
rough  streets  of  this  good  town.  Their  retinue  is 
however  very  small,  and  their  stay  does  not  extend 
above  a day. 

NEW  REPUBLIC  OF  RIO  GRANDE. 

The  intelligence  from  Mexico,  published  in  ano- 
ther column,  relative  to  the  formation  of  a new  re- 
public in  the  northern  part  of  (hat  country,  is  im- 
portant. The  design  is  to  establish  a confederacy 
of  federal  states.  The  provinces  embraced  within 
the  new  organization  are  New  Leon,  Zacatecas, 
Durango,  Chihuahua  and  New  Mexico.  Instead 
of  persevering  in  the  attempt  to  revolutionize  the 
whole  of  Mexico,  the  federalists  have  adopted  what 
appears  to  be  the  wiser  course  of  concentrating 
themselves  in  those  parts  where  their  numbers  are 
greatest  and  their  resources  most  abundant.  It  is 
altogether  probable  that  such  of  their  adherents  as 
are  scattered  through  the  more  southern  portions 
of  the  country  will  now  resort  to  the  north,  and 


unite  themselves  with  the  new  republicans  of  Kio 
Grande. 

The  victory  of  Guzman  over  the  centralists  will 
give  the  federal  leaders  a respite,  for  a time  at 
least,  and  freedom  from  the  dread  of  an  immediate 
attack.  This  will  be  favorable  to  the  regular  es- 
tablishment of  the  new  government,  and  to  the  sys- 
tematic arrangement  of  future  proceedings.  Guz- 
man’s triumph  is  reported  to  have  been  complete; 
all  the  artillery  and  baggage  of  the  enemy  were  ta- 
ken, besides  many  prisoners.  The  great  object  of 
the  federalists  is  now  to  capture  Matamoras.  It  is 
garrisoned  bj'  general  Canalizo  with  about  six  hun- 
dred men  of  the  central  forces — other  accounts  say 
one  thousand. 

It  appears  that  a part  of  the  territory  embraced 
by  the  newly  organized  government  is  included 
within  the  limits  of  Texas.  This  fact  places  the 
latter  in  a position  somewhat  embarrassing — since, 
while  wishing  well  to  the  cause  of  the  federalists, 
she  must  yet  be  doubtful  whether  to  regard  them 
as,  personally,  friends  or  enemies.  Laredo,  the 
place  at  which  the  convention  of  Rio  Grande  met, 
is  on  Texan  ground,  according  to  the  boundaries 
established  by  the  congress  at  Houston. 

The  invasion  of  Texas  had  been  fully  determined 
on  and  in  fact  begun  by  the  Mexicans.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  the  new  position  assumed  by  the 
federalists  will  have  any  effect  towards  delaying  the 
movement.  It  is  stated  in  the  New  Orleans  Bulle- 
tin of  14th  inst.  that  suggestions  had  been  thrown 
out  that  the  Mexican  government  was  endeavoring 
to  make  terms  with  the  federalists  and  proposing  a 
compromise.  One  foe  at  a time  is  usually  enough. 
Mexico  especially,  of  all  nations,  ought  to  think  so. 
Her  weakness,  resulting  from  intestine  divisions 
arid  imbecility  of  government,  affords  a presumption 
that  the  efforts  of  the  federalists,  if  they  are  resolute 
and  united,  will  be  successful.  The  population  of 
the  insurgent  provinces  is  said  to  comprise  the  har- 
diest and  most  manly  portion  of  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple. Their  pursuits  have  been  agricultural;  they 
have  dwelt  remote  from  the  capital,  thus  escaping 
in  a great  measure  the  influences  which  have  cor- 
rupted the  middle  and  southern  districts;  and  their 
leaders  are  brave  men,  who  have  been  long  fixed  in 
their  hostility  to  the  tyrannical  tendencies  of  the 
central  government. 

MEXICO. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  14th  ult.  says: 
The  schooner  Eliza  A.nn,  captain  Clark,  arrived 
last  evening  from  Tampico,  whence  she  sailed  on 
the  3d  ult.  We  have  received  by  this  arrival  a 
parcel  of  papers,  printed  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  but 
ihey  have  been  so  long  coming,  their  contents  are 
of  no  interest  whatever  to  our  readers.  A schooner 
arrived  at  Tampico  from  Campeachy,  1st  ult.  con- 
veying the  news  that  the  state  of  Yucutan,  except- 
ing only  the  small  town  of  Campeachy,  had  de- 
termined to  support  the  cause  of  the  federalist  party, 
and  commenced  active  operations  against  the  go- 
vernment troops,  who  are  said  to  be  very  weak, 
within  her  limits.  The  new’s  of  a revolt  of  a por- 
tion of  the  northern  states  of  Mexico,  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Tampico.  The  E.  A.  brings  only  $16,441 
in  specie. 

The  schooner  Watchman,  captain  Murray,  arriv- 
ed on  the  1 1th  from  Metamoras,  having  sailed  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  4th  of  March. 
She  passed  the  French  brig-of-war  Davois,  lying 
to  off  the  Rio  Del  Norte.  A French  vessel  had  re- 
cently arrived  from  Havre,  and  gone  into  the  Bra- 
sos  Santiago,  being  heavily  laden  with  goods. — 
Every  thing  was  quiet  at  Matamoras.  A reinforce- 
ment of  troops  had  arrived,  which  augmented  the 
garrison  to  two  thousand  men.  As  usual,  no  news 
was  received  from  the  interior. 

Yucatan.  A passenger  at  New  Orleans  from 
Tampico,  which  latter  he  left  on  the  3d  ult.  reports 
that  news  had  reached  that  place,  announcing  that 
all  the  state  of  Yucatan  had  declared  itself  in  favor 
of  federalism.  The  city  only  remained  true  to  the 
government.  The  small  number  of  troops  garri- 
soned in  that  place  inspired  no  fear  to  the  federalists. 

TEXAS. 

Advices  from  Texas  to  the  7th  ult.  have  been  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans.  The  Bee  has  the  follow- 
ing intelligence. 

A letter  from  col.  Fisher,  published  in  the  Hous- 
ton Star  of  the  2d,  gives  much  information  respect- 
ing the  federal  army  in  Mexico.  A convenrion  has 
been  held  at  Laredo,  a town  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  declared  their  independence 
from  Mexico,  organized  a provisional  government 
for  the  “Republic  of  Rio  Grande,”  and  installed  a 
general  council.  The  letter  states  that  the  govern- 
ment to  be  constituted  as  follows: 

“Jesus  de  Cardenas,  a lawyer  by  profession,  and 
lately  political  chief  of  the  northern  department  of 
Tamaulipas,  was  elected  president  of  the  republic, 
gen.  Antonio  Canares  was  invested  with  the  com- , 


mand-in-chief  of  the  army.  Juan  Nepomueene  Mo- 
rano,  former  lieutenant  governor  of  Tamaulipas,  is 
delegate  and  member  of  the  council  for  the  state  of 
Tamaulipas.  Francisco  Vidaurri  Y Villa  Senor, 
former  governor  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  is  delegate 
and  member  of  the  council  for  Coahuila — Manuel 
Marina  del  Liano,  former  governor  of  Nuevo  Leon, 
is  delegate  and  member  of  the  council  for  Nuevo 
Leon,  Jose  Maria  Carbajai, is  secretary  to  the  coun- 
cil. The  general  council  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  of  Rio  Grande,  was  installed, 
and  was  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Guerrero,  where 
it  is  to  remain  for  the  present,  and  where  it  has  a 
printing  office  at  its  disposal. 

The  new  government  is  calling  for  volunteer 
aid,  and  expect  to  receive  it  from  Texas  and  the 
U.  States.  It  is  said  that  it  will  be  more  liberal 
with  the  bounty  land  than  any  other  government 
ever  was.  The  property  of  the  church  and  con- 
vents, including  their  large  landed  estates,  will  be 
appropriated  to  the  pay  and  bounty  of  the  volun- 
teers. No  particular  measures  have  yet  been  adopt- 
ed upon  that  subject  that  has  transpired  before  the 
public,  but  it  will  shortly  issue  a manifesto  through 
the  press. 

The  convention  at  Laredo,  declaring  their  inde- 
pendence from  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  orga- 
nizing the  provisional  government  of  the  republic 
of  Rio  Grande,  claim  all  the  country  formerly  known 
as  Tamaulipas,  as  far  a3  the  Neucas  and  Coshuna 
as  far  as  the  Medina  rivers,  and  into  the  interior 
as  far  a3  the  mountains,  (La  Sierra  Madre),  em- 
bracing New  J_,eon,  Zacatecas,  Durango,  Chihua- 
hua and  New  Mexico — for  which  purpose  they  met 
at  Laredo,  within  the  limits  of  Texas,  according  to 
the  established  limits  of  our  laws.  • 

The  central  troops  under  the  command  of  gen. 
Marinas  Arrista,  left  Monterey  in  pursuit  of  the 
federalists,  and  were  marching  in  several  small  di- 
visions towards  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Cumanche 
Indians  to  the  number  of  about  500  warriors,  made 
an  incursion  into  Mexico,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
the  “Real  de  Catorce,”  (in  the  state  of  San  Louis 
Potosi),  committing  great  depredations  upon  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  Mexicans— on  their  re- 
turn from  the  interior,  they  fell  in  at  Salmas,  with 
a division  of  200  infantry  of  gen.  Arista’s  force,  and 
attacked  and  killed  every  man.  The  federal,  or 
rather  the  independent  army,  at  Laredo,  Guerro 
and  Casa  Blanca,  amount  to  the  number  of. from 
1,000  to  1,200  men.  General  Arista’s  force  was, 
previous  to  the  Indian  attack,  S00  men,  cavalry, 
infantry  and  artillery.  Gen.  Canalizo  is  still  at  Ma- 
tamoras, with  about  600  men  of  the  central  forces. 

A delegation  ofthe  Cherokee  Indians  visited  Mo- 
nelora,  and  applied  to  the  government  of  Coahuila 
lor  a grant  of  land  for  their  tribe;  the  government, 
however,  refused  the  petition  of  granting  land  to 
the  whole  tribe,  but  made  them  an  offer  for  205 
families  only,  which  the  delegation  refused  to  ac- 
cept. The  land  offered  is  about  San  Fernando  and 
Santo  Rosa,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  above  news  was  received  at  San  Antonia,  a 
few  days  before  my  departure  from  that  place, 
brought  by  some  Americans  and  Mexicans,  who  ar- 
rived there  from  Monclova,  and  who  were  present 
at  the  installation  of  the  new  government  at  Laredo. 

Colonel  Fisher  regards  the  new  government  with 
distrust.  He  says,  their  claim  to  the  lands  lying 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande  rivers,  is  an 
infringement  upon  the  possessions  of  Texas,  which 
should  not  be  acceded  to.  He  warns  the  people  of 
Texas  to  be  in  readiness  in  the  event  of  the  new 
state  being  attacked  by  central  Mexico,  and  the  fe- 
deralists driven  to  refuge  upon  the  soil  of  Texas, 
lest  in  such  an  event  both  parties  should  combine 
to  reduce  Bexar  and  the  city  of  Austin;  and  sug- 
gests the  propriety  of  Texas  taken  immediate  steps 
to  secure  the  extension  of  her  boundary  to  the 
banks  of  the  Bravo,  whilst  a barrier  is  raised  by 
the  establishment  of  the  provisional  government  of 
Rio  Grande,  between  her  and  central  Mexico. 

The  Lipan  Indians  were  committing  depredations 
upon  travellers  and  defenceless  persons  on  the  Co- 
lorado, in  the  neighborhood  of  Bastrop. 

The  treasury  of  Texas  had  ceased  to  issue  pro- 
missory notes. 

A Spanish  dollar  bearing  date  of  1793,  wi?  re- 
cently picked  up  on  the  gulf  shore — supposed  to  be 
some  of  Lafitte’s  surplus  revenue. 

The  anniversary  dinner  of  the  battle  of  San  Ja- 
cinto, went  off  with  great  eclat.  General  Samuel 
Houston,  commodore  Moore  and  a number  of  naval 
and  army  officers  were  present. 

A man  named  Rawson,  charged  with  extensive 
forgeries  on  the  old  Michigan  bank,  has  been  given 
up  to  two  officers,  from  the  United  States. 

The  Cumanches  are  willing  to  obtain  peace  on 
nearly  any  terms.  They  have  promised  that  all 
their  chiefs  should  come  in  to  Bexar,  bringing  with 
them  all  their  prisoners,  by  the  15th  March. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president — By  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Hiram  P.  Hastings,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Ulshoefter,  deceased. 

Allen  Wardell,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  re- 
venue at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  from  the  28th 
March,  1840,  when  his  late  commission  expired. 

William  McNider,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Edenton,  North  Carolina,  vice  Robert  Ezell,  who 
declined  the  appointment. 

E.  A.  F.  Lavallette  (formerly  Vallette)  to  be  a 
captain  in  the  navy  from  the  23d  of  February,  1840. 

Joshua  R.  Sands  to  be  a commander  from  the  23d 
of  February,  1840. 

H.  J.  Hartstene  to  be  a lieutenant  from  the  23d 
of  February,  1840. 

Benjamin  F.  Sands  to  be  a lieutenant  from  the 
16th  of  March,  1840. 

The  president  has  recognised  Hermann  Oelrichs 
as  consul  of  Bremen  for  the  port  of  New  York;  and 
Benjamin  Aymar  as  consul  of  Denmark  for  the  state 
of  New  York,  Connecticut  and  part  of  New  Jersey. 

Official.  Department  of  state  March  25,  1840. 
In  a notice  from  this  department  published  in  the 
Globe  on  the  18th  instant,  on  certain  reductions  of  im- 
port duties  adopted  by  the  new  tariff  of  the  German 
association  the  rate  of  duly  is  stated  in  dollar  cur- 
rency. To  obviate  the  risk  of  misapprehension,  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  the  consul  who  first  communi- 
cated the  information  to  the  department  stated  the 
rates  of  duty  in  dollar  currency,  meaning,  probably, 
as  did  the  public  notice,  German  dollars;  whiie,  by 
the  Prussian  minister,  it  is  called  Prussian  crown, 
(escu  de  Prusse),  and,  in  an  English  translation  of 
the  tariff,  Rix  dollars.  It  may  be  added,  that  the 
reduction  of  duty  on  lump  sugar  is  confined  to  such 
sugar  of  this  description  as  is  imported  for  the  use 
of  refiners.  • 

Northeastern  boundary.  An  abstract  of  the 
report  of  Mr.  Wiggin,  the  agent  of  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Maine,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  an- 
nexed correspondence,  was  published  in  this  Ga- 
zette on  Thursday,  and  our  readers  interested  in  the 
boundary  question  may  without  repetition  recall 
the  chief  statements  which  it  contained.  It  is  suf- 
ficient to  remark  that  the  correspondence  of  the 
British  minister  in  January  last,  represents  the  con- 
duct of  his  government  or  of  the  governor  of  New 
Brunswick  in  a light  quite  at  variance  with  the 
facts  detailed  by  the  Maine  agent.  There  is  now 
confessedly  a military  occupation  by  the  British  of 
a portion  of  the  disputed  territory.  \_Nal.  Gaz. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  slate,  Washington,  March  6,  1840. 
By  the  directions  of  the  president,  the  undersign- 
ed, secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  commu- 
nicates to  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a report  made  to  the  governor  of  the  state 
of  Maine  by  the  agent  commissioned  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities  of  that  state  to  ascertain  the  precise 
character  and  extent  of  the  occupation  of  parts  of 
the  disputed  territory  by  troops  of  her  Britannic 
majesty,  and  of  the  buildings  and  other  public 
work-  constructed  for  their  use  and  accommodation. 

By  that  report,  and  the  three  depositions  which 
the  undersigned  informally  communicated  to  Mr. 
Fox  a few  days  since,  he  will  perceive  that  there 
must  be  some  extraordinary  misapprehension  on  his 
part  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  occupation  by 
British  troops  of  portions  of  the  disputed  territory. 
The  statements  contained  in  these  documents,  and 
that  given  by  Mr.  Fox  in  his  note  of  the  20th  of 
January  last,  exhibit  a striking  discrepancy  as  to 
the  number  of  troops  now  in  the  territory  as  com- 
pared with  those  who  were  in  it  when  the  arrange- 
ment between  governor  Fairfield  and  lieutenant 
governor  Harvey  was  agreed  upon;  and,  also,  as  to 
the  present  and  former  state  of  the  buildings  there. 
The  extensive  accommodations  prepared  and  pre- 
paring, at  an  old,  and  at  new  stations,  the  works 
finished,  and  in  the  course  of  construction,  on  the 
land  and  on  the  water,  are  not  in  harmony  with  the 
assurance  that  the  only  object  is  the  preservation  of 
a tew  unimportant  buildings  and  storehouses  for  the 
temporary  protection  of  the  number  of  troops  her 
majesty’s  ordinary  service  can  require  to  pass  on  the 
roatl  from  New  Brunswick  to  Canada. 

The  undersigned  will  restrain  from  any  remarks 
upon  these  contradictory  statements  until  Mr.  Fox 
shall  have  had  an  opportuity  to  obtain  the  means  of 
fully  explaining  them.  How  essential  it  is  that  this 
should  be  promptly  done,  and  that  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  a faithful  observance  on  the  part  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s colonial  authorities  of  the  existing  agree- 
ments between  the  two  governments  should  be  im- 


mediately taken,  Mr.  Fox  cannot  fail  fully  to  un- 
derstand. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion 
to  renew  to  Mr!  Fox  assurances  of  his  high  consi- 
deration. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  March  7,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  official  note 
of  yesterday’s  date,  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  For- 
syth, secretary  of  state  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
which  is  annexed  the  copy  of  a report  from  Mr. 
Benjamin  Wiggin,  an  agent  employed  by  the  state 
of  Maine  to  visit  the  British  military  post  at  Lake 
Tomiscouta,  and  in  which  reference  is  made  to 
other  papers  upon  the  same  subject,  which  were 
informally  communicated  to  the  undersigned  by 
Mr.  Forsyth  a few  days  before,  and  the  attention  of 
the  undersigned  is  called  by  Mr.  Forsyth  to  diffe- 
rent points  upon  which  the  information  contained 
in  the  said  papers  is  considered  to  be  materially  at 
variance  with  that  which  was  conveyed  to  the 
United  States  government  by  the  undersigned  in 
his  official  note  of  the  26th  of  last  January. 

The  undersigned  had  already  been  made  acquaint- 
ed by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick 
with  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Wiggin’s  visit  lothe 
military  post  at  Lake  Temiscouta,  where  the  officer 
in  command  very  properly  furnished  to  Mr.  Wig- 
gin the  requisite  information  upon  alL  matters  con- 
nected with  the  British  station,  which  he  appeared 
desirous  to  inquire  about. 

The  alleged  points  of  variance,  after  deducting 
what  is  fanciful  and  conjectural  in  the  reports  now' 
produced,  and  after  comparing  what  is  there  stated 
in  contradiction  to  other  reports  before  produced 
from  the  same  quarters,  do  not  appear  to  the  under- 
signed to  be  by  any  means  so  material  as  they  seem 
to  have  been  considered  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  British  military  detachment 
stationed  at  Lake  Temiscouta,  which  the  agents 
employed  by  the  state  of  Maine  had,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, with  sigular  exaggeration,  represented  as 
amounting  to  two  regiments,  is  now  discovered  by 
the  same  parties  to  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  men,  which,  instead  of  two  regiments 
is  something  less  than  two  companies.  It  is  indeed 
true,  should  such  a point  be  considered  worth  dis- 
cussing, that  the  undersigned  might  have  used  a 
more  technically  correct  expression  in  his  note  of 
the  26th  of  January,  if  he  had  stated  the  detach- 
ment in  question  to  consist  of  from  one  to  two 
companies,  instead  of  stating  it  to  consist  of  one 
company'.  But  a detachment  of  her  majesty’s 
troops  has  been  stationed  at  the  Lake  Temiscouta 
from  time  to  time,  ever  since  the  winter  of  1837 
and  1838,  when  the  necessity  arose  from  marching 
reinforcements  by  that  route  from  New  Brunswick 
to  Canada;  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  a tempo- 
rary right  of  using  that  route  for  the  same  purpose 
was  expressly  reserved  to  Great  Britain  in  the  pro- 
visional agreement  entered  into  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year. 

It  is  not  therefore  true  that  the  stationing  a mili  ■ 
tary  force  at  the  Lake  Temiscouta  is  a newr  mea- 
sure on  the  part  of  her  majesty’s  authorities. 
Neither  is  it  true  that  that  measure  has  been  adopt- 
ed for  other  purposes  than  to  maintain  the  security 
of  the  customary  line  of  communication,  and  to 
protect  the  buildings,  stores  and  accommodations 
provided  for  the  use  of  her  majesty’s  troops  when 
on  a march  by  that  route;  and  it  was  with  a view  to 
correct  misapprehensions  which  appeared  to  exist 
upon  these  points,  and  thus  to  do  away*  with  one 
needless  occasion  of  dispute,  that  the  undersigned 
conveyed  to  the  U.  States  government  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  his  note  of  the  26th  of  January. 

With  regard  again  to  the  construction  of  barracks 
and  other  buildings,  and  the  preseiving  them  in  an 
efficient  state  of  repair  and  defence,  a similar  de- 
gree of  error  and  misapprehension  appears  still  to 
prevail  in  the  minds  of  the  American  authorities. 

The  erection  of  those  buildings  within  the  por- 
tion of  the  disputed  territory  now  referred  to,  for 
the  shelter  of  her  majesty’s  troops  while  on  their 
march,  and  for  the  safe  lodgment  of  the  stores,  is 
no  new’  act  on  the  part  of  her  majesty’s  authorities. 
The  buildings  in  question  have  been  in  the  course 
of  construction  from  a period  antecedent  to  the  pro- 
visional agreements  of  last  year,  and  they  are  now 
maintained  and  occupied  along  the  line  of  march, 
with  a view  to  the  same  objects  above  specified,  lor 
which  the  small  detachment  of  troops  also  referred 
to  are  in  like  manner  there  stationed. 

The  undersigned  will  not  refrain  from  here  re- 
marking upon  one  point  of  comparison  exhibited  in 
the  present  controversy.  It  is  admitted  bv  the  Unit- 
ed States’  authorities  that  the  armed  bands  stationed 
by  the  government  of  Maine  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Aroostook  river  have  fortified  those  stations 


with  artillery;  and  it  is  now  objected  as  matter  of 
complaint  against  the  British  authorities,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  buildings  at  Lake  Temiscousta,  not 
that  those  buildings  are  furnished  with  artillery,  but 
only  that  they  are  defended  by  palisades  capable  of 
resisting  artillery.  It  would  be  difficult  to  adduce 
stronger  evidence  of  the  acts  on  the  one  side  being 
those  of  aggression  and  on  the  other  of  defence. 

The  fact,  shortly,  is,  and  this  is  the  essenlial  point 
of  the  argument,  that  her  majesty’s  authorities  have 
not  as  yet  altered  their  state  of  preparation,  or 
strengthened  their  military  means  within  the  dis- 
puted territory,  with  a view  to  settling  the  question 
of  the  boundary,  although  the  attitude  assumed  by 
the  state  of  Maine  with  reference  to  that  question 
would  be  a clear  justification  of  such  measures;  and 
it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  will  sooner  or  later  become  indis- 
pensable, if  the  people  of  Maine  be  not  compelled 
to  desist  from  the  extensive  system  of  armed  ag- 
gression which  they  are  continuing  to  carry’  on  in 
other  parts  of  the  same  disputed  territory. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. H.  S.  FOX. 

This  correspondence  was  laid  before  congress, 
and  in  the  course  of  remarks  upon  it,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Maine,  complained  of  the  inaction  of  the  general 
government,  while  the  adverse  interest  has  been 
sustained,  and  it  seems  may  be  enforced  by  the  Eng- 
lish authorities.  We  make  the  following  extracts 
from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Williams: 

Mr.  W.  alluded  to  the  late  message  of  sir  John 
Harvey  to  the  assembly  of  New  Brunswick  in 
which  he  expresses  great  confidence  that,  upon  the 
arrival  in  England  of  the  commissioners  who  re- 
cently came  out  to  examine  the  disputed  territory, 
and  upon  their  report  being  made  to  the  ministry  at 
home,  such  a proposition  would  be  made  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  question  of  boundary  as  would  be 
satisfactory  to  this  government.  He  does  not  inti- 
mate what  the  proposition  will  be  or  how  it  will  be 
made  satisfactory,  but  the  assembly  thereupon  passed 
a bill  to  authorise  governor  Harvey  to  raise  a corps 
of  twelve  hundred  men  whenever  it  might  become 
necessary.  Our  whole  borders  are  being  surrounded 
with  military  posts  and  fortifications;  additional 
troops  are  being  sent  into  the  provinces;  and  soldiers 
and  military  works  are  placed  within  and  upon  a 
portion  of  tire  territory  in  dispute. 

With  such  means  upon  our  borders  to  render  a pro- 
position satisfactory,  who  can  wonder  that  sir  John 
Harvey  should  feel  great  confidence  that  it  would 
prove  satisfactory?  Would  it  not  under  such  circum- 
stances, be  wise  to  place  our  frontier  in  a condition 
which  would  enable  us  to  consider  and  act  upon 
any  proposition  which  may  be  made  us  with  calm- 
ness and  freedom  from  coercion?  Is  it  not  apparent, 
while  this  government  is  resting  in  security,  relying 
upon  the  strong  and  reiterated  declarations  of  Great 
Britain  of  its  anxious  desire  to  bring  the  pending 
controversy  about  our  northeastern  boundary  to  an 
amicable  and  just  termination,  and  conforming  to 
the  arrangements  for  preserving  peace  on  the  bor- 
ders, that  the  British  authorities  are  steadily  and 
constantly  preparing  for  a different  result?  Shall 
we  be  blind  to  the  recent  augmentation  of  troops  in 
the  provinces — to  the  construction  of  military  posts 
upon  our  whole  eastern  and  northern  frontiers — to 
the  making  of  roads  for  the  speedy  movements  of 
troops,  and  the  erection  of  buildings  for  their  ac- 
commodation? 

While  Maine,  deeply  interested  in  the  question  of 
boundary,  is  looking  with  intense  anxiety  upon  these 
extensive  preparations  for  conflict,  and  is  calling 
upon  the  general  government  to  fulfil  the  constitu- 
tional duly  of  protecting  and  defending  her  against 
foreign  encroachment  and  dismemberment,  what  has 
the  government  done?  Has  it  come  to  her  in  lhat 
way  which  would  have  been  most  likely  to  preserve 
her  rights  and  bring  the  question  to  a prompt  termi- 
nation? Is  it  not  the  duty  of  this  government  forth- 
with to  meet  the  recent  movements  upon  our  part? 
Would  not  such  a course  promote  the  amicable  and 
early  settlement  of  the  pending  dispute?  And  by 
so  doing,  would  not  the  hazaid  of  border  conflicts 
be  greatly  diminished?  These  questions  demand 
the  serious  and  solemn  consideration  of  congress 
and  the  country.  Maine  does  not  desire,  by  any  act 
of  hers,  to  bring  on  a war,  but  she  ought  not,  and 
cannot,  suffer  a portion  of  her  territory’  long  to  re- 
main in  the  military  occupation  of  loieign  troops. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  following  message,  and  ttie  accompanying 
documents,  were  on  Thuisday  last  transmitted  to 
the  senate  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  to  the  senate,  herewith,  copies  of  offi- 
cial notes  which  have  passed  between  the  secretary 
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of  state  and  the  British  minister,  since  my  last 
message  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
17th  of  January.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  March  26,  1840. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  March  13,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  been 
instructed  by  his  government  to  make  the  following 
communication  to  the  secretary  of  state  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States,  in  reference  to  the  boundary  negotiation, 
and  the  affairs  of  the  disputed  territory. 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  had  under  their 
consideration  the  official  note  addressed  to  the  un- 
dersigned by  the  secretary  of  state  ofthe  United 
States,  on  the  24th  of  last  December,  in  reply  to  a 
note  from  the  undersigned  of  the  2d  of  November 
preceding,  in  which  the  undersigned  protested,  in 
the  name  of  his  government,  against  the  extensive 
system  of  aggression  pursued  by  the  people  of  the 
state  of  Maine  within  the  disputed  territory,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  ma- 
nifest violation  of  the  provisional  agreements  enter- 
ed into  between  the  authorities  of  the  two  countries 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  year. 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  also  had  their 
attention  directed  to  the  public  message  transmitted 
by  the  governor  of  Maine  to  the  legislature  of  the 
state  on  the  3d  of  January  ofthe  present  year. 

Upon  a consideration  ofthe  statements  contained 
in  these  two  official  documents,  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment regret  to  find  that  the  principal  acts  of 
encroachment  which  were  denounced  and  complain- 
ed of  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  so  far  from  be- 
ing either  disproved,  or  discontinued,  or  satisfac- 
torily explained  by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  are,  on  the  contrary,  persisted  in,  and  pub- 
licly avowed. 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  consequently  in- 
structed the  undersigned  once  more  formally  to 
protest  against  those  acts  of  encroachment  and  ag- 
gression. 

Her  majesty’s  government  claim  and  expect  from 
the  good  faith  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  people  of  Maine  shall  place  them- 
selves in  the  situation  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  agreement  of  last  year  were  signed — that  they 
shall  therefore  retire  from  the  valley  of  the  St.  John, 
and  confine  themselves  to  the  valley  of  the  Aroos- 
took; that  they  shall  occupy  that  valley  in  a tempo- 
rary manner  only,  for  the  purpose,  as  agreed  upon, 
of  preventing  depredations;  and  that  they  shall  not 
construct  fortifications,  nor  make  roads  or  perma- 
nent settlements. 

Until  this  be  done  by  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  and  so  long  as  that  people  shall  persist  in 
the  present  system  of  aggression,  her  majesty’s  go- 
verment  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  make  such  milita- 
ry arrangements  as  may  be  required  for  the  protec- 
tion of  her  majesty’s  rights.  And  her  majesty’s 
government  deem  it  right  to  declare  that  if  the  re- 
sult of  the  unjustifiable  proceedings  of  the  state  of 
Maine  should  be  collision  between  her  majesty’s 
troops  and  the  people  of  that  state,  the  responsibility 
of  all  the  consequences  that  may  ensue  therefrom, 
be  the}'  what  they  may,  will  rest  with  the  people 
and  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  add  to 
this  communication,  that  her  majesty’s  government 
are  only  waiting  for  the  detailed  report  of  the  Bri- 
tish commissioners  recently  employed  to  survey  the 
disputed  territory,  which  report,  it  was  believed, 
would  be  completed  and  delivered  to  her  majesty’s 
government  by  the  end  of  the  present  month,  in  or- 
der to  transmit  to  the  government  ofthe  United 
States  a reply  to  their  last  proposal  upon  the  subject 
of  the  boundary  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. H.  S.  FOX. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  fyc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  March  25,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  acknowledges  to  have  recieved  Mr.  Fox’s 
communication  of  the  13th  instant,  in  reference  to 
the  boundary  negotiation  and  the  affairs  of  the  dis- 
puted territory.  The  information  given  in  the  clos- 
ing part  of  it,  that  a reply  to  the  last  proposition  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
may  be  expected  in  a short  time,  is  highly  gratify- 
ing to  the  president,  who  has,  however,  given  di- 
rections to  the  undersigned,  in  making  this  acknow- 
ledgment, to  accompany  it  with  the  expression  of 
bis  profound  regret  that  Mr.  Fox’s  note  is  in  no  other 
respect  satisfactory. 


After  the  arrangements  which,  in  the  beginning 
of  last  year,  were  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the 
two  governments  with  regard  to  the  occupation  of 
the  disputed  territory,  the  president  had  indulged 
the  hope  that  the  causes  of  iri  itation  which  had 
grown  out  of  this  branch  of  the  subject  could  have 
been  removed.  Relyingon  the  disposition  of  Maine 
to  co-operate  with  the  federal  government  in  all 
that  could  lead  to  a pacific  adjustment  of  the  prin- 
cipal question,  the  president  felt  confident  that  his 
determination  to  maintain  order  and  peace  on  the 
border  would  be  fully  carried  out.  He  looked  upon 
all  apprehensions  of  designs  by  the  people  of  Maine 
to  take  possession  of  the  territory  as  without  ade- 
quate foundation;  deeming  it  improbable  that,  on 
the  eve  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  question, 
any  portion  of  the  American  people  would,  with- 
out cause  and  without  object,  jeopard  the  success 
of  the  negotiation  and  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
country.  A troublesome,  irritating  and  compara- 
tively unimportant,  because  subordinate  subject  be- 
ing thus  disposed  of,  the  president  hoped  that  the 
parties  would  be  left  free  at  once  to  discuss  and  final- 
ly adjust  the  principal  question.  In  this  he  has  been 
disappointed.  While  the  proceedings  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  at  home  have  been  attended  with 
unlooked  for  delays,  its  attention  has  been  diverted 
from  the  great  subject  in  controversy  by  repeated 
complaints,  imputing  to  a portion  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  designs  to  violate  the  engagements 
of  their  government;  designs  which  have  never 
been  entertained,  and  which  Mr.  Fox  knows  would 
receive  no  countenance  from  this  government. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  at  this  late  hour  so  much 
misapprehension  still  exists  on  the  side  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  as  to  the  object  and  obvious  mean- 
ing of  the  existing  arrangements  respecting  the  dis- 
puted territory.  The  ill  success  which  appears  to 
have  attended  the  efforts  made  by  the  undersigned 
to  convey,  through  Mr.  Fox  to  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment, more  correct  impressions  respecting 
them,  calls  for  a recurrency  to  the  subject,  and  a 
brief  review  of  the  correspondence  which  has 
grown  out  of  it  may  tend  to  remove  the  erroneous 
views  which  prevail  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
terms  of  the  arrangements  referred  to  have  been 
observed. 

As  Mr.  Fox  had  no  authority  to  make  any  agree- 
ment respecting  the  exercise  ofjurisdiction  over  the 
disputed  territory,  that  between  him  and  the  under- 
signed, of  the  27th  of  February,  1339,  had  for  its 
object  some  provisional  arrangement  tor  the  resto- 
ration and  preservation  of  peace  in  the  territory. 
To  accomplish  ihis  object,  it  provided  that  her 
majesty’s  officers  should  not  seek  to  expel,  by  mili- 
tary force,  the  armed  party  which  had  been  sent  by 
Maine  into  the  district  bordering  on  the  Restook 
river;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  government 
of  Maine  would  voluntarily,  and  without  needless 
delay,  withdraw  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  disputed 
territory  any  armed  force  then  within  them.  Be- 
sides this,  the  arrangement  had  other  objects — the 
dispersion  of  notorious  trespassers,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  public  property  from  depredation.  In  case 
future  necessity  should  arise  for  this,  the  operation 
was  to  be  conducted  by  concert,  jointly  or  separate- 
ly, according  to  agreement  between  the  governments 
of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick. 

In  this  last  mentioned  respect,  the  agreement 
looked  to  some  further  arrangement  between  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick.  Through  the  agency  of  gene- 
ral Scott,  one  was  agreed  to,  on  the  23d  and  25th 
of  March  following,  by  which  sir  John  Harvey 
bound  himself notto  seek,  without  renewed  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect  from  his  government,  to  take 
military  possession  of  the  territory,  or  to  repel  from 
it  by  military  force  the  armed  civil  posse,  or  the 
troops  of  Maine,  on  the  part  of  Maine,  it  was  agreed 
by  her  governor  that  no  attempt  should  be  made, 
without  renewed  instructions  from  the  legislature,  to 
disturb  by  arms  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  in 
the  possession  of  the  Madawaska  settlements,  or  in- 
terrupt the  usual  communications  between  that  and 
the  upper  provinces.  As  to  possession  and  jurisdic- 
tion, they  were  to  remain  unchanged,  each  party 
holding,  in  fact  possession  of  part  ofthe  disputed  ter- 
ritory, but  each  denying  the  right  of  the  other  to  do  so. 
With  that  understanding,  Maine  was,  without  unne- 
cessary delay,  to  withdraw  her  military  force,  leaving 
only,  under  a land  agent,  a small  civil  posse,  armed 
or  unarmed,  to  protect  the  timber  recently  cut,  and 
to  prevent  further  depredations. 

In  the  complaints  of  infractions  of  the  agreements 
of  the  stale  of  Maine,  addressed  to  the  undersigned, 
Mr.  Fox  has  assumed  two  positions,  which  are  not 
authorised  by  the  terms  of  those  agreements:  1st, 
Admitting  the  right  of  Maine  to  maintain  a civil 
posse  in  the  disputed  territory  for  the  puposes  stat- 
ed in  the  agreement,  he  does  so  with  the  restriction 
that  the  action  of  the  posse  was  to  be  confined 


within  certain  limits;  and  2nd,  by  making  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Maine  posse  into  the  valley  of  the 
Upper  St.  John  the  ground  of  his  complaint  of  en- 
croachment upon  the  Madawaska  settlement,  he  as- 
sumes to  extend  the  limits  of  that  settlement  beyond 
those  it  occupied  at  the  date  of  the  agreement. 

The  United  States  cannot  acquiesce  in  either  o^ 
these  positions. 

In  the  first  place,  nothing  is  found  in  the  agree- 
ment subscribed  to  by  governor  Fairfield  and  sir 
John  Harvey,  defining  any  limits  in  the  disputed 
territory  within  which  the  operations  of  the  civil 
posse  of  Maine  were  to  be  circumscribed.  The 
task  of  preserving  the  timber  recently  cut,  and  of 
preventing  further  depredations  within  the  disputed 
territory , was  assigned  to  the  state  ot  Maine  alter 
her  military  foice  should  have  been  withdrawn, 
from  it;  and  it  was  to  be  accomplished  by  a civil 
posse,  armed  or  unarmed,  which  was  to  continue  in 
the  territory,  and  to  operate  in  every  part  of  it, 
where  its  agency  might  be  required  to  protect  the 
timber  already  cut,  and  prevent  further  depredations, 
without  any  limitation  whatever,  or  any  restric- 
tions, except  such  as  might  be  construed  into  an  at- 
tempt to  disturb,  by  arms,  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick  in  her  possession  ol  the  Madawaska  set- 
tlement, or  interrupt  the  usual  communication  be- 
tween the  provinces.  It  is  thus  in  the  exercise  of 
a legitimate  right,  and  in  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  an  obligation  imposed  upon  her  by  a solemn  com- 
pact, that  the  state  of  Maine  has  (tone  those  acts 
which  have  given  rise  to  complaints  lor  which  no 
adequate  cause  is  perceived.  The  undersigned 
feels  confident  that  when  those  acts  shall  have  been 
considered  by  her  majesty’s  government  at  home, 
as  explained  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Fox,  ot  the  24th  of 
December  last,  and  in  connexion  w ith  the  foregoing 
remarks,  they  will  no  longer  be  viewed  as  calculat- 
ed to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment that  the  faith  of  existing  arrangements  is 
to  be  broken  on  the  part  ol  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  second  position  assumed  by 
Mr.  Fox,  that  the  advance  of  the  Maine  posse  along 
the  valley  of  the  Restook  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  liver, 
and  into  the  valley  ofthe  Upper  St.  John,  is  at  va- 
riance with  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  agreements, 
the  undersigned  must  observe  that,  if  at  variance 
with  any  ol  their  provisions,  it  could  only  be  with 
those  which  secure  her  majesty’s  province  of  New 
Brunswick  against  any  attempt  to  disturb  the  pos- 
session of  the  Madawaska  settlement,  and  to  inter- 
rupt the  usual  communications  between  New  Bruns- 
wick and  the  upper  provinces.  The  agreement 
could  only  have  reference  to  the  Madawaska  set- 
tlements, as  confined  within  their  actual  limits,  at 
the  time  it  was  subscribed.  The  undersigned,  in 
his  note  of  the  24th  of  December  last,  stated  the 
reasons  why  the  mouth  of  Fish  river  and  the  por- 
tion ofthe  valley  of  the  St.  John  through  which  it 
passes  could  in  no  proper  sense  be  considered  as 
embraced  in  the  Madawaska  settlements.  Were 
the  United  States  to  admit  the  pretension  set  up  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  give  the  Madawaska 
settlements  a degree  of  constructive  extension  that 
might,  at  the  time  suit  the  purposes  of  her  majesty’s 
colonial  authorities,  those  settlements  might  soon 
be  made,  with  like  justice,  to  embrace  any  portions 
ofthe  disputed  territory;  and  the  right  given  to  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick  to  occupy  them  tem- 
porarily and  for  a special  purpose  miulit,  by  infer- 
ence quite  as  plausible,  give  the  jurisdiction  exer- 
cised by  her  majesty’s  authorities  an  extent  which 
would  render  the  present  state  of  the  question,  so 
long  as  it  could  be  maintained,  equivalent  to  a de- 
cision on  the  merits  ofthe  whole  controversy  in  fa- 
vor of  Great  Britain.  If  the  small  settlement  at 
Madawaska,  on  the  north  side  of  the  St.  John’s, 
means  the  whole  valley  of  that  river — it  a boom 
across  the  Fish  river,  and  a station  of  a small  posse 
on  the  south  side  ofthe  St.  John’s,  at  the  mouth  of 
Fish  river,  is  a disturbance  of  that  settlement, 
which  is  twenty-five  miles  below',  within  the  mean- 
ing ofthe  agreement,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that 
there  are  any  limitations  to  Ihe  pretensions  of  her 
majesty’s  government  under  it,  or  how  the  state  of 
Maine  could  exercise  the  preventive  power  with 
regard  to  trespassers,  which  w?as,  on  her  part,  the 
great  object  of  the  temporary  arrangement.  The 
movements  of  British  troops,  lately  witnessed  in 
the  disputed  territory,  and  the  erection  of  military 
works  for  their  protection  and  accommodation,  of 
which  authentic  information,  recently  received  at 
the  department  of  state,  has  been  communicated  to 
Mr.  Fox.  impart  a still  graver  aspect  to  the  matter 
immediately  under  consideration.  The  fact  of  these 
military  operations,  established  beyond  a doubt,  left 
unexplained,  or  unsatisfactorily  accounted  lor,  by 
Mr.  Fox’s  note  of  the  7th  instant,  continues  an 
abiding  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates  against  her  majesty’s  colonial  agents,  as  in- 
consistent with  arrangements  whose  main  object 
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was  to  divest  a question,  already  sufficiently  per- 
plexed and  complicated,  from  such  embarrassments 
as  those  with  which  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
authorities  cannot  fail  to  surround  it. 

If,  as  Mr.  Fox  must  admit,  the  objects  of  the  late 
agreements  were  the  removal  of  all  military  force 
and  the  preservation  of  the  property  from  further 
spoliations,  leaving  the  possession  and  jurisdiction 
as  they  stood  before  the  state  of  Maine  found  itself 
compelled  to  act  against  the  trespassers,  the  presi- 
dent cannot  but  consider  that  the  conduct  of  the 
American  local  authorities  strongly  and  most  favor- 
ably contrasts  with  that  of  the  colonial  authorities 
of  her  majesty’s  government.  While  the  one, 
promptly  withdrawing  its  military  force,  has  confin- 
ed itself  to  the  use  of  the  small  posse,  armed  as 
agreed  upon,  and  has  done  no  act  not  necessary  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  conventional  objects, 
every  measure  taken  or  indicated  by  the  other  par- 
ty is  essentially  military  in  its  character,  and  can 
be  justified  only  by  a well  founded  apprehension 
that  hostilities  must  ensue. 

With  such  feelings  and  convictions,  the  presi- 
dent could  not  sge,  without  painful  surprise,  the  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Fox,  under  instructions  from  his  go- 
vernment, to  give  to  the  existing  state  of  things  a 
character  not  warranted  by  the  friendly  disposition 
of  tlie  United  State3  or  the  conduct  of  the  authori- 
ties and  people  of  Maine — much  more  is  he  sur- 
prised to  find  it  alleged  as  a ground  for  strengthen- 
ing a military  force,  and  preparing  fora  hostile 
collision  with  the  unarmed  inhabitants  of  a friendly 
state,  pursuing,  within  their  own  borders,  their 
peacelul  occupations,  or  exerting  themselves,  in 
compliance  wilh  their  agreements,  to  protect  the 
property  in  dispute  from  unauthorised  spoliation. 

The  president  wishes  that  he  could  dispel  the 
fear  that  these  dark  forebodings  can  be  realised. 
Unless  her  majesty’s  government  shall  forthwith 
arrest  all  military  interference  in  the  question;  un- 
less it  shall  apply  to  the  subject  more  determined 
efforts  than  have  hitherto  been  made  to  bring  the 
dispute  to  a certain  and  pacific  adjustment,  the  mis- 
fortunes predicted  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  name  of  his 
government  may  most  unfortunately  happen.  But 
no  apprehension  of  the  consequences  alluded  to  by 
Mr.  Fox  can  be  permitted  to  divert  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  from  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  to  the  state  of  Maine.  That 
duty  is  as  simple  as  it  is  imperative.  The  construc- 
tion which  is  given  by  her  to  the  treaty  of  1783  has 
been,  again  and  again,  and  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, asserted  also  by  the  federal  government,  and 
must  be  maintained,  unless  Maine  freely  consents 
to  a new  boundary,  or  unless  that  construction  of 
the  treaty  is  found  to  be  erroneous  by  the  decision 
of  a disinterested  and  independent  tribunal,  selected 
by  the  parties  for  its  final  adjustment.  The  presi- 
dent, on  assuming  the  duties  of  his  station,  avowed 
his  determination,  all  other  means  of  negociation 
failing,  to  submit  a proposition  to  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  to  refer  the  decision  of  the  question 
once  more  to  a third  party. 

In  all  the  subsequent  steps  which  have  been  ta- 
ken upon  the  subject,  by  his  direction,  he  has  been 
actuated  by  the  same  spirit.  Neither  his  disposi- 
tion in  the  matter,  nor  his  opinion  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  that  course,  has  undergone  any  change. 
Should  the  fulfilment  of  his  wishes  be  defeated, 
either  by  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  to  meet  the  offer  of  the  United 
States  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  made,  or  from  ad- 
verse circumstances  of  any  description,  the  presi- 
dent will,  in  any  event,  derive  great  satisfaction 
from  the  consciousness  that  no  effort  on  his  part 
has  been  spared  to  bring  the  question  to  an  amica- 
ble conclusion,  and  that  there  has  been  nothing  in 
the  conduct  either  of  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  or  of  the  slate  of  Maine,  to  jus- 
tify the  employment  of  her  majesty’s  forces  as  indi- 
cated by  Mr.  Fox’s  letter.  The  president  cannot, 
under  such  circumstances,  apprehend  that  the  re- 
sponsibility for  any  consequences  which  may  un- 
happily ensue  will,  by  the  just  judgment  of  an  im- 
partial world,  be  imputed  to  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself,  &c. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  hon.  H.  S.  Fox,  fyc. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  March  26,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  had 
the  honor  to  receive  the  official  note  of  yesterday’s 
date,  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  secretary  of 
state  of  the  United  Stales,  in  reply  to  a note  dated 
the  13th  inst.  wherein  the  undersigned,  in  confor- 
mity witli  instructions  received  from  his  govern- 
.meut,  had  anew  formally  protested  against  the  acts 
<of  encroachment  and  aggression  which  are  still  per- 
sisted in  by  armed  bands  in  the  employment  of  the 


state  of  Maine  within  certain  portions  of  the  disput- 
ed territory. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  immediate- 
ly to  transmit  Mr.  Forsyth’s  note  to  her  majesty’s 
government  in  England;  and  until  the  statements 
and  propositions  which  it  contains  shall  have  receiv- 
ed tlie  due  consideration  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, the  undersigned  will  not  deem  it  right  to  add 
any  further  reply  therelo,  excepting  to  refer  to,  and 
to  repeat,  as  he  now  formally  and  distinctly  does, 
the  several  declarations  which  it  has  from  time  to 
time,  been  his  to  duty  make  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  with  reference  to  the  existing  pos- 
ture of  affairs  in  the  disputed  territory,  and  to  record 
his  opinion,  that  an  inflexible  adherence  to  the  re- 
solutions that  have  been  announced  by  her  majesty’s 
government,  for  the  defence  of  her  majesty’s  rights, 
pending  the  negotiation  of  the  boundary  question, 
offers  to  her  majesty’s  government  tlie  only  means 
of  proteefing  those  rights  from  being  in  a continual  • 
ly  aggravated  manner  encroached  upon  and  vio- 
lated. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. H.  S.  FOX. 

The  hon.  John  Forsyth,  fyc. 


The  boundary  question  It  is  a matter  of  gra- 
tification to  find  in  the  Biitish  provincial  papers 
language  and  sentiments  partaking  of  a moderate 
and  peaceful  spirit  in  reference  to  the  question  in 
dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  Quebec  Gazette  expresses  the  belief 
“that  England  would  rather  relinquished  a portion 
of  her  rights  than  proceed  to  hostilities.”  A Ha- 
lifax journal  adopts  the  sentiment,  and  says: — “From 
all  we  can  learn  of  the  value  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, apart  from  other  considerations,  we  think  this 
would  be  the  more  judicious  course;  as  a war  with 
the  United  States,  let  it  terminate  as  it  would,  could 
not  but  be  attended  with  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences.” 

As  to  the  “value  of  the  disputed  territory”  it  is 
probable  that  England  estimates  it  very  highly.  Yet 
there  are  other  and  better  modes  by  which  she  may 
procure  it  than  those  of  force,  which  latter,  it  may  be 
observed,  can  never  prevail.  The  territory  in  ques- 
tion is  worth  far  more  to  Great  Britain  than  to  the 
state  of  Maine,  since  it  lies  between  two  British 
provinces.  Let  England  offer  a fair  equivalent,  such 
as  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Johns, or  a suitable  price 
for  the  land.  There  would  be  no  difficulty,  we 
presume,  in  effecting  a satisfactory  negotiation; 
whiie  attempts  at  intimidation  will  result  in  widen- 
ing the  breach  between  the  two  nations. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

N.  E.  boundary  question.  In  reference  to  the 
matter  in  dispute  between  this  government  and 
Great  Britain,  touching  the  N.  E.  boundary,  the 
New  York  Star  says: 

“It  is  altogether,  as  it  appears  to  us,  a business 
operation;  for  a W'ar  of  twenty  years,  of  incalculable 
injury  to  botti  nations,  might  not  bring  this  question 
nearer  to  a satisfactory  adjustment  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. We  come,  then  to  this  conclusion.  As  Maine 
has  a large  territory,  most  of  it  heavily  timbered, 
and  uncleared,  with  a rocky  coast  and  a cold  climate, 
the  possession  of  this  disputed  territory  is  not  re- 
quired for  any  state  purposes,  and  there  is  no  point 
of  honor  at  stake  which  should  involve  two  friendly 
nations  in  war.  Let  Great  Britain  and  Maine  sus- 
pend all  claim  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  and  allow 
commissioners  to  appraise  its  actual  value,  and  ad- 
just payments  equitably,  either  to  Maine  or  to  Ame- 
rican settlers  now  in  the  territory  claimed  by  Eng- 
land, but  who  are  desirous  of  living  under  the  go- 
verment  of  Maine,  and  are  compelled  to  remove. 
Any  honorable  alternative  but  war  must  be  the  de- 
sire of  every  citizen  who  wishes  our  country  to  re- 
main prosperous  and  united.” 


me  legislature  ol  Maine,  just  belore 
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men,  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  patrioticenthusiasm  with  whi 
several  of  our  sister  states,  the  past  year,  te^der 
us  their  aid  to  repel  a threatened  foreign  invade 
demandsour  grateful  recollection;  afui ' whilst  tt 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  self-devot;on  to  t()e  r 
tional  honor  pervades  the  in, ion,  we  cannot  dm. 
that  the  integrity  o our  territory  will  be  preserved. 

Resolved,  That  the  promptness  and  unanimity  wi 
winch  the  last  congress,  at  the  call  of  this  sta 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  president  the  arms  a 
treasures  of  the  nation  for  our  defence;  the  firmne 
of  the  president  in  sustaining  the  action  of  this  stat 
and  repelling  the  charge  of  an  infraction  of  the  ; 
rangeinent  made  with  the  British  lieutenant  go  v 
nor,  in  March  last,  and  charging  back  upon  the  B 
tish  government  the  violation  of  this  agree  me 
and  their  decision  in  demanding  the  removal  of  t 


British  troops  now  quartered  upon  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, as  the  only  guaranty  that  England  sincerely 
desires  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  boundary 
question,  afford  us  confident  assurance  that  this  state 
will  not  be  compelled,  single  handed,  to  take  up 
arms  in  defence  of  onr  territory  and  the  national 
honor,  and  that  the  crisis  is  near  when  this  question 
will  be  settled  by  the  national  government,  either  by 
negotiation,  or  by  the  ultimate  resort. 

Resolved,  That  unless  the  British  government, 
during  the  present  session  of  congress,  make  or  ac- 
cept a distinct  and  satisfactory  proposition  for  the 
immediate  adjustment  of  the  boundary  question,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  general  government  to  take 
military  possession  of  the  disputed  territory;  and  in 
the  name  of  a sovereign  state,  we  call  upon  the  na- 
tional government  to  fulfil  its  constitutional  obliga- 
tions to  establish  the  line  which  it  has  solemnly  de- 
clared to  be  the  true  boundary;  and  to  protect  this 
stale  in  extending  her  jurisdiction  to  the  utmost  li- 
mits of  our  territory. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  a right  to  expect  that  the 
general  government  will  extend  to  this  member  of 
the  union,  by  negotiation  or  by  arms,  the  protection 
of  her  territorial  rights,  guaranteed  by  the  federal 
compact,  and  thus  save  her  the  necessity  of  falling 
back  upon  her  natural  and  reserved  rights  of  sell- 
defence  and  self-protection — rights  which  constitu- 
tions car,  neither  give  nor  take  away;  but  should 
this  confidence  of  a speedy  crisis  be  disappointed, 
it  will  become  the  imperative  duty  of  Maine  to  as- 
sume the  defence  of  our  state  and  national  honor, 
and  expel  from  our  limits  the  Biitish  troops  now  quar- 
tered upon  our  territory. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  for- 
ward copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  president  and 
heads  of  departments,  and  to  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  from  this  state,  with  a request 
to  the  latter  to  lay  them  before  the  respective  bodies 
of  which  they  are  members;  also,  to  the  governors 
of  the  several  states,  with  a request  to  lay  them  be- 
fore their  several  legislatures. 

General  land  office.  From  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office, 
it  appears  that  during  the  year  ending  December 
31, 1838,  the  quantity  of  public  land  sold  amounted 
to  3,414,907  acres,  the  purchase  money  of  which 
was  $4,305,564.  During  the  first  and  second  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1839,  the  number  of  acres  sold  was 
3,771,094;  and  the  purchase  money  for  the  same 
amounted  to  $4,768,852. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  sales  for  one-half  of 
the  year  1839  exceeded  those  of  the  whole  preced- 
ing year.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the 
consideration  of  the  general  scarcity  of  money  in 
the  country  for  the  last  twelve  months.  The  year 
1836  was  distinguished  for  the  large  amount  of  sales 
of  public  lands.  The  entire  proceeds  for  that  year 
from  this  source  amounted  to  more  than  twenty- five 
millions  of  dollars,  being  about  six  times  as  great  as 
the  amount  received  in  1838,  and  probably  five 
times  as  great  as  that  received  in  1839. 

The  quantity  of  land  to  be  surveyed  and  brought 
into  the  market  in  1840,  ’41,  is  nearly  fifteen  mil- 
lions nine  hundred  thousand  acres.  [Balt.  Amer. 

The  cod  fisheries.  From  an  article  in  the 
Newburyport  Heraid  it  appears  that  the  first  fishing 
company  in  New  England  was  established  at  Glou- 
cester in  1624,  and  the  place  was  incorporated  as  a 
fishing  plantation  in  1639.  The  trade  became  pros- 
perous; fish  occupied  the  first  place  in  the  list  of  ar- 
ticles of  export  to  Europe  and  the  West  Indies  for 
many  years.  In  1763  the  number  of  vessels  of  all 
classes  employed  in  this  business  was  estimated  at 
300  sail. 

The  principal  ports  in  Europe  to  which  shipments 
wrere  made  were  London,  Cadiz,  and  the  ports  in 
the  bay  of  Biscay.  The  business  increased  rapidly 
alter  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  in  1799 
a vessel  was  despatched  to  take  cod  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador  b-mg  the  first  sent  there  tor  that  purpose 
from,  the  United  States.  The  voyage  was  success- 
ful; others  followed;  and  so  flourishing  was  the 
trade  that  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  last  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  seven 
hundred  American  vessels  were  employed  on  the 
Labrador  coast. 

The  embargo,  followed  by  the  war  of  1812,  ope- 
rated disastrously  upon  the  trade.  Those  dealers 
who  had  large  stocks  on  hand  suffered  a depreciation 
of  fifty  cents,  and  many  were  ruined.  Nearly  all  the 
larger  and  moie  valuable  class  of  vessels,  as  they 
returned  from  their  voyages,  were  laid  up  and  dis- 
mantled. 

After  the  peace  of  Ghent  the  business  revived 
gradually.  In  1816  the  tonnage  engaged  in  the 
trade  was  about  18,000.  The  quantity  of  codfish 
taken  for  the  last  five  years  is  thought  to  be  as  great 
as  that  of  any  preceding  five  years,  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  those  from  1S03  to  1807  inclusive,  when 
the  Labrador  fishery  was  carried  to  its  greatest  ex- 
tent. 

Of  late  years  an  entire  change  of  markets  for  the 
products  of  the  fishery,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  large 
sized  fish,  has  taken  place.  Since  the  opening  of 
the  Erie  canal  and  the  increase  of  population  and 
business  consequent  thereupon,  an  increasing  de- 
mand for  this  article  has  grown  up  in  that  quarter; 
so  that  the  New  York  and  Albany  markets,  which 
previously  required  only  a few  thousand  quintals  for 
their  annual  supply,  now  afford  a demand  for  nearly 
150,000  quintals.  The  foreign  export  has  dimi- 
nished in  a ratio  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the 
domestic  demand.  From  1803  to  1806  it  amount- 
ed in  value  to  $' 2,500,000  annually;  for  the  last 
ten  years  it  has  been  less  than  $1,000,000  per  an- 
num. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  TIIE  CALIFORNIAS. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

A work  has  been  published  in  London,  within  a 
twelve  month,  entitled  “California;  a history  of 
Upper  and  Lower  California,  &c.  by  Alexander 
Forbes,  esq.”  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  “there 
have  been  some  thoughts  of  proposing  to  the  Mexi- 
can government  that  it  should  endeavor  to  cancel 
its  debt  to  England — which  now  exceeds  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars — by  transferring  California  to  the 
creditors.”  In  Chambers’  Edinburgh  Journal,  a 
brief  analysis  is  given  of  the  contents;  and  it  is  easy 
to  perceive,  even  by  this  partial  glance,  that,  if  Mr. 
Forbes  did  not  write  his  book  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  recommending  to  the  British  people  the  pro- 
posed transfer,  he  was  still  eager,  as  a British  sub- 
ject, to  avail  himself  of  the  rumored  “thoughts”  of 
his  government,  in  order  to  give  a new  direction  to 
that  inordinate  ambition  which  in  England,  more 
than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world,  is  as  the 
web  of  the  spider,  extending  from  a very  small 
centre  its  subtile  lines  to  every  point  of  the  com- 
pass, whereby  at  once  the  main  part  of  the  fabric  is 
supported  and  strengthened,  and  no  opportunity  is 
lost  of  profit  to  the  living  occupant. 

Myself,  I have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Forbes  was 
employed  by  his  government  to  give  popularity  to 
their  scheme  of  territorial  aggrandisement;  but  it 
is  not  my  object  at  present  to  advance  or  to  prove 
an  opinion;  I am  here  merely  to  keep  awake  the 
attention  of  my  countrymen  in  a matter  where  they 
should  suffer  nothing  to  lull  their  watchfulness. 
Our  unsettled  debt  of  grievances  against  the  Mexi- 
cans happily  puts  us  in  a situation  to  insist  upon 
their  relusal  of  the  proposition  which  has  indubita- 
bly been  made  them  by  the  British  government. 
Let  us  profit  by  if,  nor  suffer,  if  we  can  help  it,  our 
ancient  mother  to  acquire  a possession  which  no 
American  can  cast  his  eye  over  the  map  of  his  coun- 
try without  perceiving,  at  a glance,  would  in  such 
hands  be  a source  of  difficulties  to  us  of  the  pre- 
sent generation,  and  a stumbling-block  to  our  pos- 
terity. 

Having  this  object,  I proceed  to  copy  some  mat- 
ter of  interst  from  the  journal  I have  named  above: 

P resent  political  condition  of  California.  “In  1836, 
the  inhabitants  of  Upper  California  rose  in  arms, 
put  down  the  Mexican  soldiery  in  the  presidios,  or 
forts,  and  declared  the  country  independent.  Mexi- 
co stormed  and  threatened  great  things,  but  the 
matter  ended  in  smoke,  and  California  has  ever 
since  gone  on  as  it  pleased.  In  reality,  it  cannot 
be  said  to  have  a government  at  all,  and,  from  the 
mission  system,  where  each  village  is  an  indepen- 
dent place,  it  does  as  well  without  as  with  one. 
But,  in  spite  of  this  seeming  emancipation,  the 
transfer  by  Mexico  to  such  a power  as  Britain  would 
be  alike  unopposed  and  unopposable,  unless  some 
point  of  etiquette  with  regard  to  Old  Spain  stood 
in  the  way.  Such  a transfer,  however,  at  this  time 
of  day,  is  not  likely  to  take  place  after  all,  although 
hard  cash  might  be  considered  by  all  men  a fair 
enough  equivalent,  and  although  nothing  but  good 
would  probably  follow  to  the  Californians.  But 
Russia,  which  has  a settlement  (Bodego)  in  dan- 
gerous proximity  to  California;  and  the  United 
States,  whose  mighty  tide  of  population  is  perpetu- 
ally rolling  inward  and  southward,  may  not  be  so 
scrupulous,  and  may  take  the  land  without  any 
trouble  about  transfers.” 

[Russia  and  the  United  States — the  latter  espe- 
cially, the  only  strictly  just  government,  in  its  rela- 
tions towards  others,  that  has  ever  existed — lessccru- 
pulous  than  Great  Britain!!!  This  is  too  pleasant! 
and  the  very  sentence  which  follows,  and  which 
will  remind  the  reader  of  what  ha3  been  done,  and 
is  doing  now,  in  India,  by  the  scrupulosity  of  Eng- 
lishmen, would  have  made  its  writer  blush,  if  John 
Bull  were  a person  any  way  given  to  modesty, 
when  pondering  his  politcal  consequence.]  These 
are  Mr.  Forbes’  sentiments,  and  he  seems  to  think 
that  such  a sovereignty  as  that  of  the  East  India  com- 


pany in  Hindostan,  might  be  established  in  Califor- 
nia [the  God  of  justice  and  compassion  forbid]! 
with  the  highest  prospect  of  good  to  all  parties.  ( ! ! ) 

“Were  this  to  take  place,  the  country  would  in- 
deed become  an  object  of  deep  interest  to  Britain 
and  its  shifting  population.  But  there  are  circum- 
stances, independently  of  this  purchase  and  the  con- 
siderations attached  to  it,  which  render  California 
worthy  of  serious  attention  at  the  present  time.  If 
the  proposed  rail  road  be  carried  across  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  steam  navigation  be  established  on 
the  Pacific  coasts  of  the  Americas,  California  will 
come  in  for  its  share  in  the  new  commercial  enter- 
prises that  must  result  therefrom,  and  British  mer- 
cantile settlements  may  dispel  the  deep  lethargy  in 
which  it  at  present  rests.  Fortunately,  there  are 
good  harbors  on  the  Californian  coasts,  and  captain 
John  Hall  describes  thatof  San  Francisco,  in  parti- 
cular, as  being  ‘one  of  the  best  and  most  interesting 
in  the  world,  from  its  security  and  magnificence.’ 
Those  of  San  Pedro,  Sta.  Barbara,  San  Juan  and 
San  Diego,  are  also  good.” 

Natural  advantages  of  Upper  California.  Upper 
California  “is  much  larger  than  Old  California 
[which  is  a region  totally  barren,  and  therefore  cal- 
ling here  for  no  notice];  ‘presenting  a superficies 
equal  to  many  of  the  most  extensive  and  powerful 
kingdoms  of  Europe.  That  part  of  it  which  is  at 
present  occupied  by  the  missions  and  settlers,  is 
about  500  miles  in  length,  and  the  breadth  from  the 
sea  to  the  first  range  of  hills  may  be  stated  at  an 
average  of  40  miles,  which  will  give  an  area  of 
20,000  square  m iles,  and  about  13,000,000  of  English 
stalute  acres.’  The  surface  of  the  country  is  very 
generally  diversified  by  hill  and  plain,  covered  in 
parts  by  fine  old  forest  oaks  and  other  kinds  of 
woods,  and  the  soil  is  in  some  places  of  a light  san- 
dy character,  yet  far  from  sterile;  in  others,  of  the 
richest  loam.  All  travellers  in  this  country  have  been 
struck  with  its  fertility  and  beauty,  but  especially 
with  its  fertility.  Vancouver  was  alike  struck  with 
the  quality,  quantity  and  variety  of  its  vegetable 
productions,  including  apples,  ppars,  plums,  oran- 
ges, figs,  grapes,  peaches  and  pomegranates,  toge- 
ther with  the  plantain,  banana,  cocoa  nut,  sugar- 
cane, indigo  and  a great  variety  of  the  necessary 
and  useful  kitchen  herbs,  plants  and  roots.’  In  ad- 
dition to  these  valuable  recommendations,  Upper 
California,  having  its  situation  between  the  tropical 
and  northern  zones,  possesses  one  of  those  tempe- 
ratures removed  from  extremes,  such  as  mankind 
have  always  found  most  suitable  and  agreeable. 
Streams  and  springs  are  not  sufficiently  abundant, 
but,  by  digging,  water  can  be  got  in  most  places. 
The  farther  from  the  Pacific,  the  finer  the  land  and 
its  capabilities  are  said  to  become.” 

Population.  “This  rich  country,  capable  (among 
other  advantages)  of  becoming,  Mr.  Forbes  thinks, 
one  of  the  most  productive  of  wine  countries,  is  at 
present  inhabited,  at  least  towards  the  coast,  by 
missionaries,  by  a scanty  Creole  or  Spanish  popu- 
lation, and  by  converted  Indians,  mixed  and  unmix- 
ed, to  the  very  small  number,  in  all,  of  23,000  per- 
sons. Of  these  the  proportion  of  the  Indian  popu- 
lation amounts  to  about  18,000.  The  whole  popu- 
lation are  in  a measure  dependent  upon,  and  reside 
in  and  around  the  mission  stations,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  of  those  dwelling  at  three  towns  or  villa- 
ges, which  existindependently  of  the  missions,  and 
which  owe  their  origin  to  old  soldiers  retired  from 
service  with  grants  of  land.  Besides  these  free 
towns,  there  are  four  forts  or  presidios,  placed  along 
the  coast,  and  dividing  the  country  ostensibly  into 
so  many  military  districts,  though  the  force  at  these 
torts  has  been  contemptible,  and  though  all  the  use 
the  soldiers  ever  were  put  to,  was  to  pursue  and 
to  bring  back  to  the  missions  such  of  the  Indians  as 
chose  to  run  away  after  convertion.” 

Character  of  the  native  population.  “The  Cali- 
fornian Indians  have  ever  shown  themselves  to  be 
a weak  race,  physically  as  well  as  mentally,  low  in 
the  scale  of  being  and  civilization,  unconquerably 
slothful  and  filthy,  and,  in  short,  a people  as  differ- 
ent fiom  the  red  men  of  Ihe  opposite  coast,  as  one 
race  can  be  from  another. ”(?)  Mr.  Forbes  says  that 
“the  mission  system  tends  most  powerfully  to  keep 
up  and  to  aggravate  the  natural  defects  in  their  char- 
acter, and  to  frustrate  all  prospects  of  true  civiliza- 
tion, and  all  rational  improvement.”  He  says,  that 
under  this  system,  they  “are,  in  fact,  slaves  under 
another  name.”  Such  a sovereignty  as  that  of  the 
East  India  company  in  Hindostan,  we  humbly 
opine,  would  be  only  exchanging  their  kind  of  servi- 
tude for  one  on  a larger  scale,  and  more  profitable 
to  their  task-masters, — their  abject  state  of  sensual 
indolence  for  as  degraded  a condition  of  toil,  with- 
out sufficient  recompence, — contented  ignorance, 
for  ignorance  repining  and  rebellious, — in  short, 
though  somewhat  coarsely,  the  narrow  license  of  a 
hog  in  mire  for  the  harnessed  privileges  of  a starved 
mule  in  a tread-mill.  I 


Productions,  “Hides  and  tallow  are  the  princi- 
pal articles  of  export,  although  the  country  might 
richly  supply  a thousand  others.  But  the  system 
of  pasturage  is  one  productive  of  the  least  possible 
toil  to  man,  and  of  course  it  is  here  the  favorite 
system.  Much  might  be  made,  nevertheless,  out 
of  a trade  even  in  the  two  articles  mentioned,  as,  in 
1831,  Upper  California  contained,  exclusive  of  ani- 
mals running  wild,  216,727  black  cattle,  32,201 
horses,  153,455  sheep,  with  inferior  quantities  of 
goats,  mules,  asses  and  swine.  Wheat,  also,  of 
which  the  country  produced  7,857^  quarters  in  the 
same  year,  is  also,  to  a very  small  extent,  an  article 
of  export.  Barley,  maize,  beans  and  peas,  are  also 
cultivated  over  the  land.  Such  are  the  sources  of 
income  in  U.  California;  but  how  miserably  limited 
and  scanty  these  are,  according  to  our  author’s  clear 
sentiments,  in  comparison  of  the  sources  that  might 
be  drawn  upon!  Wine,  brandy,  olives,  hemp,  flax, 
with  a numerous  train  of  valuable  vegetables,  which 
have  been  proved  to  be  most  congenial  to  the  soil, 
and  all  the  manufactures  for  which  the  herds  of  do- 
mestic cattle  present  the  material,  might  be  forth- 
coming at  the  will  of  man  * * * Sea  otters, 

creatures  with  most  valuable  skins,  abound  on  the 
coasts,  and  in  the  rivers  of  U.  California,  and  at  one 
time  the  Indians,  when  commissioned,  hunted  these 
creatures  actively.  Even  in  the  time  of  Perouse, 
10,000  skins  were  got  in  a year  at  one  port,  Mon- 
terey. 

But  growing  indolence  had,  in  1824,  reduced  the 
whole  national  produce  in  this  article  to  2,000 
skins,  and  capt.  Beechy  relates  that,  at  the  same  pe- 
riod, when  he  visited  the  country,  the  inhabitants 
were  buying  otter  skins  of  the  Russians  at  $ 20  a 
piece,  while  the  animals  were  swimming  about  un- 
molested in  their  own  harbors!  Beavers  also  are 
numerous  in  California,  and  might  be  the  source  of 
much  revenue.  The  interior  lands  contain,  also, 
many  wild  animals,  among  which  the  lion,  tiger 
and  bear  are  the  most  formidable,  though  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  so  formidable  as  to  molest  the  wild 
Indian  tribes.  Buffaloes,  stags,  roes,  foxes,  hares, 
rabbits,  wild-cats,  &c.  are  likewise  found.  The 
coasts  and  rivers  swarm  with  varieties  offish.” 

For  further  information,  equally  interesting,  on 
this  subject,  I beg  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  eighty- 
sixth  number  (for  August  24,  1839),  of  Chambers’ 
Edinburgh  Journal,  merely  adding,  as  expressive, 
one  of  the  sentences  with  which  the  editors  con- 
clude their  article.  “Such  are  the  natural  charac- 
teristics, and  such  the  natural  capabilities  of  a 
country  which  circumstances  may  yet  make  of  im- 
portance to  British  commerce  and  enterprise.” 

I have  no  desire  for  a premature  expansion  of  our 
already  immense  territory;  to  such  ambition  the  na- 
ture of  republican  institutions  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
essentially  opposed.  But  I confess  I cannot  con- 
template without  alarm  the  prospect  of  our  being 
shut,  at  however  broad  intervals,  between  two  Bri- 
tish colonies.  Moreover,  fifty  years,  were  we  left 
to  extend  ourselves  without  impediment,  would  in- 
evitably see  us  in  possession  of  Upper  California. 
The  interest  of  the  southwest  would  call  for  it, 
and  its  purchase  from  Mexico,  should  Mexico  then 
retain  it,  would  put  us  where  the  surf  of  the  Pacific 
would  be  our  safe  and  proper  border,  not  the  lorts  of 
a nation  whose  very  kindred  renders  them,  through 
jealousy,  the  least  amiable  of  neighbors. 

Supposing  that  for  the  present  this  region  be  un- 
disturbed,  fifty  years  hence  it  will  not  certainly  re- 
main in  the  hands  that  now  own  it.  England, 
Russia,  and  last,  not  least,  in  the  premises,  despite 
her  present  insignificance,  Texas,  will  dispute  the 
possession  of  it  with  us.  It  were  wise  not  to  leave 
this  to  contingency. 

At  present  there  is  no  reason  why  England  should 
not  purchase  this  territory,  if  she  can;  but  a like 
privilege  is  allowed  us  of  preventing  her.  If  she 
press  Mexico  with  the  temptation  of  cancelling  her 
heavy  debts,  we,  on  the  other  hand,  can  avail  our- 
selves of  her  present  position  towards  us,  to  induce 
that  feeble  power  to  decline  the  offer.  The  diplo- 
macy should  be  legitimate;  its  object  is  of  the  last 
importance. 

Commercial  relations  with  foreign  coun- 
tries. A report  has  been  published  from  the  de- 
partment of  state  of  the  United  States,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  adopted  by  the  senate  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations. 
In  1815  congress  enacted  a law  repealing  all  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  foreign  vessels  and  cargoes, 
to  take  effect  in  favor  of  any  foreign  nation  “when- 
ever the  president  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  discrimi- 
nating or  countervailing  duties  of  such  foreign 
nation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  abolished.”  Twelve 
I nations  viz: — Austria,  Brazil,  Central  America, 
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Denmark,  Ecuador,  Greece,  the  Hanseatic  cities, 
Prussia,  Russia,  Sardinia,  Sweden  and  Venezuela 
have  met  the  proposition  in  a spirit  of  liberality. — 
In  the  ports  of  all  these  countries  American  vessels, 
with  their  cargoes,  whether  the  produce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  or  not,  are  admitted  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  vessels  of  those  countries  respectively.  If  out- 
ward bound,  they  are  entitled  to  the  same  drawback 
or  bounties  on  goods  exported,  as  domestic  ves- 
sels are. 

With  Great  Britain,  France,  the  Netherlands, 
Mexico  and  Texas  our  commercial  relations  are  of 
a more  restricted  character.  These  nations  seve- 
rally coniine  the  principles  of  equality  to  the  direct 
trade.  That  is  to  say,  Great  Britain  admits  the  ves- 
sels of  t he  United  States  into  her  ports  on  payment 
of  the  same  tonnage  duties  and  charges  as  British 
vessels,  with  these  conditions — 1st.  That  the  vessel 
be  built  and  owned  in  the  United  States,  and  navi- 
gated by  a master  and  a crew  three-fourths  of  which 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  2d.  That  the 
goods  composing  the  cargo  be  the  produce  of  the 
United  States,  which  in  practice  limits  the  import 
trade  to  the  direct  intercourse  between  one  country 
and  the  other.  The  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
the  British  colonial  possessions  is  regulated  by  treaty 
stipulations  or  by  diplomatic  arrangement.  In  all 
cases,  however,  some  restrictions  are  observed,  giv- 
ing an  advantage,  in  general  trade,  to  British  bot- 
toms. The  importation  from  the  United  States  of 
all  goods  but  those  of  their  own  produce  is  mostly 
prohibited. 

France  admits  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slates 
into  her  poits  on  payment  of  a discriminating  duty 
of  five  francs  or  ninety-four  cents  per  ton,  over  and 
above  that  paid  by  French  vessels.  In  the  impor- 
tation of  articles  the  produce  of  the  United  States 
no  difference  is  made  between  French  and  Ameri- 
can vessels;  but  in  reference  to  other  articles  the 
discriminating  duty  prevails  in  favor  of  French  bot- 
toms. 

In  the  Java  trade,  under  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  the  productions  of  the  United  States 
and  ol  other  countries,  are  admitted  at  a duty  of 
seven  and  four-fifths  per  cent,  ad  valorem  if  im- 
ported in  Dutch  vessels,  and  fifteen  and  three-fifths 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  if  imported  in  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States. 

Chili  and  the  Ottoman  dominions  admit  our  ves- 
sels and  productions  upon  the  footing  of  the  most 
favored  nations — reserving  the  privilege  of  giving  a 
preference  to  their  own.  Nine  powers  viz:  the  Ar- 
gentine confederation,  Belgium,  China,  Hayti,  New 
Grenada,  Portugal,  Spain,  the  two  Sicilies  and 
Uruguay  are  left  free  to  deal  with  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  as  they  may 
think  proper,  without  any  other  check  than  our 
countervailing  legislative  provisions.  With  three 
of  them,  however,  Belgium,  Portugal  and  the  two 
Sicilies,  negotiations  are  on  foot  for  the  conclusion 
of  commercial  treaties.  [ Baltimore  American. 

Regulation  of  steamboats.  The  following 
is  a synopsis  of  the  bill  which  has  been  reported  to 
the  U.  S.  senate  for  the  further  regulation  of  steam- 
boats: 

1.  Steam  vessels  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  en- 
rollment or  registry,  without  a certificate  of  inspec- 
tion, and  payment  to  the  collector,  if  the  vessel  be 
under  100  tons  burden,  of  $10;  if  between  100  and 
200,  $15;  if  between  200  and  400,  $20;  if  over 
400  tons,  $30. 

2.  A compulsory,  thorough,  and  faithful  inspec- 
tion ot  the  hull,  boiler,  machinery  and  all  equip- 
ments ot  the  vessel  and  engine,  to  be  made  by  in- 
spectors appointed  by  the  district  judges,  and  to 
hold  the  appointment  four  years,  unless  sooner  re- 
moved. 

3.  Inspectors  empowered  to  examine  witnesses 
under  oatn,  touching  the  construction  of  the  hull 
and  engine,  and  touching  any  other  matter  of  which 
it  is  their  duty  to  enquire. 

To  discriminate  between  vessels  adapted  to  lake 
and  sea,  and  those  adapted  only  to  river  navigation. 

To  inspect  the  hull  annually,  to  test  the  boiler  by 
hydrostatic  pressure,  semi-annually,  and  oftener  if 
necessary;  may  examine  condition  of  the  vessel  on 
request  of  passengers. 

To  certity  particularly  the  results  of  their  inspec- 
tion. 

To  determine  and  certify  the  maximum  pressure 
to  which  the  steam  may  be  raised,  not  to  exceed 
one-third  of  the  test  pressure;  and  also  the  maxi- 
mum height  of  water  below  which  it  may  not  be 
exhausted. 

To  notify  when  vessels  become  unsafe  to  trans- 
port passengers. 

The  examine  and  license  enquirers,  annually,  and 
to  revoke  license  lor  neglect  of  duty  or  misconduct. 

To  report  annually  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, the  number  of  steam  vessels  inspected,  and  the 


particulars  of  their  equipments  and  condition;  and 
particulars  of  accidents. 

To  receive  from  the  collector  of  the  district  for 
the  annual  inspection  of  each  boat  and  equipments, 
$20;  for  all  other  inspections  of  each  boat  during 
the  year,  $15. 

4.  Steam  boilers  to  be  tested  at  three  times  their 
pressure  allowed  as  a maximum.  Boilers  to  be 
provided  with  mercurial  steam-guage,  thermometer, 
and  glass  water  guage,  or  a water  float  protected 
from  agitation  and  foaming,  by  a curb,  having  an 
index  showing  the  height  of  the  water.  Gagne 
cocks  to  communicate  with  a tube  within  the  boil- 
er. Boilers  to  have  two  safety  valves  of  approved 
area,  one  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  engineer,  except 
to  raise  it,  to  be  loaded  by  the  inspectors  at  the  maxi- 
mum pressure;  the  other  at  half-way  between  the 
maximum  and  common  working  pressure. 

5.  The  indications  of  the  steam  and  water  gauges, 
to  be  exhibited  in  view  of  the  passengers,  in  a con- 
spicuous part  of  the  vessel,  showing  on  a scale,  the 
pressure  of  steam  and  height  of  water  the  engine 
is  wmrking  under. 

6.  Hand  (orce-pumps  for  injecting  water  into  the 
boiler  on  failure  of  the  engine  pump,  or  obstruction 
in  the  injection  pipe. 

7.  The  boiler  rooms  to  be  made  fire  proof  inside 
by  a lining  of  sheet  iron,  furred  hall  an  inch  or  more 
from  the  woodwork.  The  decks  around  the  smoke 
pipes  to  be  similarly  protected. 

8.  Steamers  to  have  two  or  more  effective  fire 
engines,  double  force  pumps  or  rotary  pumps,  one 
on  the  forecastle  and  another  aft,  drawing  water  by 
suction  pipes  through  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  and 
hose  to  each  to  convey  water  to  any  part  of  the  ves- 
sel. Also  fifty  buckets  with  bailing  ropes  attached; 
and  axes;  and  two  or  more  tanks  on  promenade 
deck,  holding  not  less  than  300  gallons,  to  be  kept 
filled  with  water. 

9.  Lake,  sound  and  sea  going  steamers  to  have 
an  equipment  of  sails;  and  safety  boats  sufficient  to 
carry  all  the  passengers  and  crew,  one-half  at  least, 
in  capacity  to  be  life  boats.  River  steamers  under 
175  tons  to  have  boats  at  least  to  carry  40  persons; 
over  175  tons,  boats  to  carry  at  least  70  persons. 

10.  Metallic  tiller  chains  to  be  used  instead  of 
rope,  except  so  much  as  passes  round  the  tiller 
wheel;  the  chain  to  be  capable  of  being  disengaged 
at  the  stern;  and  a spare  tiller  to  connect  with  the 
head  of  the  rudder  post. 

11.  At  night  a white  light  to  be  elevated  forward, 
and  a red  light  aft,  the  former  twelve  feet  above  the 
upper  deck,  the  latter  three  feet  lower.  A steam 
safety  pipe  to  be  sounded  every  half  minute  in  fogs 
or  thick  weather. 

12.  As  a “rule  of  the  road,”  steamers  meeting 
“stem  on,”  to  starboad  their  helm  and  pass  to  the 
left;  except  that  in  rapid  rivers,  the  ascending 
steamer  shall  have  the  preference  of  the  inshore 
slack  water  and  eddies,  the  descending  steamer  the 
preference  of  the  current.  Steaming  vessels  meet- 
ing sailing  vessels,  to  pass  to  the  windward,  yield- 
ing the  course  and  giving  good  berth  to  the  sailing 
vessels,  whatever  may  be  the  direction  of  the  wind. 

13.  Engineers  to  be  of  two  classes,  chief  engi- 
neers and  sub-engineers;  to  have  license  from  the 
inspectors  after  examining  into  their  competency 
and  skill,  sobriety  and  good  moral  character;  none 
others  to  be  employed.  Every  boat  to  have  one 
chief  engineer  and  a competent  number  of  sub- 
engineers. Certificate  of  examination  of  engineers, 
and  of  inspection,  to  be  posted  up  on  board. 

14.  Sea,  sound  and  lake-going  steamers  not  to 
carry  gunpowder.  Steamers  on  rivers  entering 
into  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  their  tributaries,  not 
to  carry  gunpowder  except  in  iron  chests,  and  no- 
tice thereof  to  be  posted  up  on  board. 

15.  Any  person  putting  on  board  of  any  steam 
vessel  or  sailing  vessel,  gunpowder  secreted  in 
other  merchandise,  disguised  or  falsely  marked,  and 
without  information  to  the  master,  to  be  punished 
by  imprisonment,  and  forfeiture  of  the  powder. 

16.  Inspectors  punishable  for  giving  certificate 
without  examination,  or  for  certifying  knowingly 
what  is  not  true. 

17.  All  duties  enjoined  by  law,  enforced  by  penal- 
ties. 

18.  For  carrying  excess  of  steam,  or  working  the 
water  below  the  point  prescribed,  penally  and  for- 
feiture of  wages. 

19.  Any  person  employed  on  board  by  whose  ne- 
gligence or  misconduct  the  life  of  any  person  shall 
be  destroyed  to  be  considered  guilty  of  manslaugh- 
ter and  punished  by  imprisonment. 

Trade  and  manufactures  of  England.  The 
following  article  which  we  publish  from  the  New 
York  Star,  touches  upon  an  important  subject — 
important  both  to  this  country  and  to  Great  Britain. 
The  proposal  of  the  Sheffield  memorialists,  that 


American  flour  be  specially  admitted  into  England, 
duty  free,  or  at  low  rates  of  duty,  for  twelve  months, 
is  founded  upon  the  peculiar  relations  which  subsist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The 
amount  of  merchandise  which  England  sends  to 
this  country  annually,  far  exceeds  in  value  her  ex- 
ports to  any  other  nation.  We  are  her  best  cus- 
tomers. Since  she  must  have  breadstufft,  from 
what  quarter  could  her  supplies  come  with  so  much 
propriety  as  from  her  debtors  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. who  are  anxious  to  pay  their  debts,  and  who 
have  abundant  means  to  do  it,  if  England  will  re- 
ceive such  commodities  as  we  have  to  dispose  of. 

By  the  operation  of  the  corn  laws  whenever  the 
duties  on  imported  grain  or  flour  fall  gradually,  the 
countries  on  the  Baltic  being  nearer  to  the  English 
market  than  ourselves,  take  advantage  of  the  earli- 
est opportunity  to  pour  their  supplies  of  breadstuffs 
into  the  ports  of  England,  and  thus  satisfy  the  de- 
mand before  shipments  from  the  United  States  could 
arrive,  to  compete  with  them.  For  the  supplies 
thus  furnished  Great  Britain  pays  gold  or  silver. — 
She  paid  last  year,  as  stated  below,  five  millions  in 
gold  for  foreign  grain;  and  this  drain  of  the  precious 
metals  operated  to  produce  those  embarrassments 
and  difficulties  in  her  financial  affairs  wdiich  reacted 
so  disastrously  upon  our  currency  here  at  home. — 
If  a special  preference  had  been  shown  to  American 
flour,  the  wants  of  England  might  have  been  sup- 
plied without  the  loss  of  specie  to  her,  we  might 
have  paid  our  debt  by  exporting  a native  product  of 
our  soil;  and  much  of  the  affliction  which  has  fallen 
upon  both  countries  might  have  been  averted. 

There  is  hardly  any  measure  which  would  operate 
more  favorably  upon  our  affairs  at  present  than  the 
one  proposed  by  the  Sheffield  memorialists.  Flour 
is  now  abundant  in  the  country,  and  the  price  has 
fallen  very  low.  It  is  the  article  which  we  of  the 
middle  states  could  ship  abroad  more  conveniently, 
just  now,  than  any  other.  The'farmer  would  find 
prices  rising;  the  shipping  interest  would  thrive 
under  a press  of  business;  transportation  on  the  ca- 
nals would  increase  so  as  to  render  a reduction  of 
tolls  practicable  and  altogether  advisable;  the  export 
of  specie  would  stop;  the  burden  of  debt  which  now 
oppresses  the  country  would  slide  off  imperceptibly; 
and  in  a brief  space  we  might  enjoy  the  agreeable 
sight  of  business  fully  restored  to  its  wonted  ac- 
tivity. [ Baltimore  American. 

Trade  and  manufactures  of  England.  It  has 
been  frequently  asked  whether  the  late  news  from 
England  by  the  steam  ships,  was  not,  taken  alto- 
gether, rather  of  a gloomy  character.  We  should 
think  it  was. 

In  the  manufacturing  districts  of  England  the 
banks,  from  week  to  week,  have  been  obliged  to  re- 
duce their  accommodations.  This  naturally  has  in- 
creased the  pressure  on  the  manufacturers  and  deal- 
ers, and — as  the  money  must  be  had — immense  sac- 
rifices have  been  made  and  are  making  to  dispose 
of  stocks,  either  of  manufactured  goods  or  raw  ma- 
terial. Such  sacrifices  have  not  been  made  since 
the  disastrous  year  1S26.  The  natural  result  is  that 
mercantile  failures  are  numerous,  and  though  the 
list  of  bankrupts  in  the  London  Gazelle  is  a long 
one,  on  each  Tuesday  and  Friday  that  it  is  published, 
the  lists  of  insolvents  who  give  up  business  by  pri- 
vate arrangement  with  their  creditors  is  much  longer. 
In  the  London  market  money  is  comparatively  easy, 
while,  in  the  country,  from  the  causes  assigned,  it 
is  very  scarce.  The  manufacturers  will  lose  and 
are  losing  by  the  low  price  of  goods,  but  this  same 
low  price  may  cause  an  increased  demand  from  the 
continent,  and  will  thus  revive  the  export  trade  in 
the  spring.  The  expected  arrivals  of  cotton  from 
America  will  lower  the  cost  of  that  staple,  and  give 
activity  to  its  sale,  but  it  is  questionable  if  the  manu- 
factures of  England  will  revive  for  some  time.  In 
truth,  the  revival  of  their  trade  depends  upon  the 
safety  of  ours. 

A most  important  meeting  was  held  at  Sheffield, 
on  the  subject  of  the  state  of  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  England.  All  the  principal  ma- 
nufacturers and  merchants  attended.  The  object 
was  to  consider  a proposal  recently  made,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  immediate  relief  of  the  mer- 
cantile and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country. 
It  was  stated  (in  a memorial  addressed  to  the  privy 
council)  that  America  owes  several  millions  sler- 
ling  to  England  in  respect  of  our  imports,  of  which 
£600,000  is  due  to  Sheffield — that  the  derangement 
of  our  money  market  prevents  the  payment  of  this 
large  debt,  and  prohibits  the  transmission  of  further 
orders  from  the  United  States,  although  British 
goods  are  wanted  here — that  the  manufacturers  are 
consequently  compelled  to  cease  to  employ  their 
workmen,  and  to  lose  their  profits  on  their  capital 
invested  in  buildings  and  machinery — that  the 
masses  of  the  workmen  are  necessarily  driven  to- 
have  recourse  to  parochial  relief— that  besides  these- 
evils,  the  country  is  distressed  by  the  scarcity  o£ 
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good  corn,  (arising  from  the  bad  harvests  of  the  last 
and  the  present  year),  and  the  present  wet  season 
threatens  a third  harvest  much  worse  than  the  two 
last — that  while  the  English  crops  have  thus  been 
so  deficient  in  quantity  and  defective  in  quality,  the 
crops  in  America  have  been  abundant  and  good — 
that  the  deficiency  of  corn  in  England  and  supera- 
bundance in  America,  point  out  a remedy  for  the 
evils  complained  of,  and  that  the  Sheffield  manufac- 
turers and  merchants  believed  that  if  permission 
“were  granted  for  the  free  importation  of  flour  from 
that  continent,  the  American  debtor  would  be  ena- 
bled to  pay  olf  a considerable  portion  of  the  debt  he 
is  owing  to  this  country— the  English  merchant  and 
manufacturer  would  be  enabled  to  re-employ  the  in- 
dustrious mechanic — and  the  workmen  would  be  ena- 
bled to  obtain  increased  means  of  subsistence,  and 
fresh  life  and  energy  would  be  given  to  the  various 
mercantile  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this  king- 
dom, and  a stoppage  put  to  the  present  impending 
ruin  and  misery.” 

The  memorial  concluded  by  praying  ihe  privy 
council  to  allow  the  admission  of  American  flour  into 
England,  duly  free,  or  at  a low  rate  of  duty,  for 
twelve  months. 

Our  commercial  readers  will  see  that  this  is  a 
very  important  matter.  For  some  years  past,  the 
balance  of  trade  has  been  against  the  United  States. 
For  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1839,  our  imports  are  es- 
timated at  $170,000,009,  and  exports  at  $>95,351,450. 
The  exchanges  being  against  the  American  banks, 
they  were  obliged  to  tighten  their  discounts,  and 
thus  prevent  the  American  merchant  (who  had  pro- 
perty) from  paying  his  debt  to  England,  or  giving 
fresh  orders.  Hence  the  falling  olf  of  English  manu- 
factures and  the  wants  of  the  artisans.  The  Shef- 
field traders  calculate  that  the  balance  of  trade  would 
be  equalled  by  a reciprocity — by  allowing  at  a low 
duty,  or  no  duty,  American  flour  into  that  country, 
we  having  too  much  and  they  too  little.  If  this  is 
allowed,  we  could  pay  our  debts  and  give  fresh  or- 
ders; for  the  banks  could  and  would  freely  discount 
under  such  safe  circumstances.  The  present  sliding 
duties  upon  corn  are  framed  on  the  scheme  of  lower- 
ing the  duty  as  the  price  advances. 

This  fluctuating  scale  prevents  the  import  of 
American  flour,  for  when  the  average  prices  are  so 
high  there  as  to  admit  the  staple  at  the  lowest  duty, 
the  news  of  the  low  price  may  be  carried  out  to  us, 
but  before  American  flour  or  corn  can  reach  Eng- 
land, the  averages  may  be  low  again  so  as  to  render 
it  a dead  loss  to  land  the  said  flour  or  grain  there. — 
Great  Britain  paid  five  millions  in  hard  gold,  last 
year,  for  foreign  corn,  and  if  the  duty  had  been  fixed 
and  low,  the  grain  and  flour  would  have  come  from 
here,  their  best  customers,  in  payment  of  what  we 
owe  and  of  fresh  exports  of  manufactures.  The 
Bank  of  England  would  not  have  been  pushed  by 
the  drain  of  gold,  merchants  would  have  been  spared 
the  evils  of  a contracted  currency,  and  we  would 
have  been  spared  the  mischief  of  a momentary  panic. 
If  flour  can  be  shipped  from  America  on  moderate 
terms,  it  is  the  same  as  a remittance  of  gold:  it  would 
throw  British  capital  into  British  circulation,  in- 
stead of  sending  it  to  the  continent — it  would  actu- 
ally throw  so  much  additional  capital  into  the  money 
market — it  would  restore  confidence,  by  showing 
that  we  wished  to  pay  our  debts — and  by  restoring 
confidence  would  revive  trade.  Orders  for  manu- 
factures would  accompany  our,  shipments  of  flour. 
England  has  facilities  for  making  manufactures, 
America  for  growing  corn — -the  policy  should  be 
to  make  these  facilities  operate  for  the  mutual  ad- 
vantage of  the  two  nations.  It  was  thought  best  to 
ask  for  the  free  importation  of  American  flour  only, 
and  not  of  breadstuff's  in  general,  to  prevent  any 
jealousies  on  the  part  of  the  European  growers  of 
corn.  It  was  stated  that  already  from  40  to  50  thou- 
sand barrels  of  American  flour  are  in  bond,  recently- 
imported. 

The  prosperity  of  English  commercial  interests 
depends  mainly  on  the  next  harvest,  and  it  is  as- 
serted that  not  only  is  the  quantity  of  wheat  sown 
much  below  the  usual  averages,  but  in  the  hilly  dis- 
tricts much  of  the  seed  has  been  washed  away  by 
the  rain.  This  leaves  them  greatly  dependent  on 
the  spring  corn  which  has  yet  to  be  sown. 

There  never  was  a better  opportunity  of  benefit- 
ing both  nations,  and  giving  a spur  to  trade  and 
commerce,  than  by  changing  the  system  relative  to 
flour  and  breadstuff's. 

Mr.  Jaudon  and  the  Barings.  We  publish- 
ed some  months  ago  from  the  New  York  Courier  & 
Enquirer,  certain  statements  imputing  an  under- 
hand, perfidious  course  to  the  house  of  Baring 
Brothers  & Co.  in  their  dealings  with  the  U.  States 
bank.  These  charges,  apparently  made  upon  good 
authority,  attracted  considerable  attention  at  the 
time,  and  most  persons  were  disposed  to  believe 
that  there  was  foundation  for  them.  It  appears  from 


a correspondence  recently  published  between  the 
above  named  house  and  Mr.  Jaudon,  that  there  has 
been  a mistake;  the  conduct  of  that  respectable  firm 
not  having  been  otherwise  than  friendly  and  honor- 
able. The  following  is  extracted  from  Mr.  Jau- 
don’s  letter  to  Baring  Brothers  & Co.  in  answer  to 
one  of  inquiry  from  them  in  reference  to  the  charges 
above  alluded  to: 

“I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  to  you  what 
I have  taken  pleasure  instating  very  frequently  to 
others,  that  the  conduct  of  your  house  towards  me 
personally  has  uniformly  evinced  the  most  friendly 
disposition;  and  that  I have  repeatedly  received 
from  you  important  and  valuable  aid  in  my  arrange- 
ments to  meet  my  heavy  engagements  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

“In  the  particular  transactions  alluded  to,  so  far 
from  having  acted  with  ‘gross  deception  and  per- 
fidy’ in  refusing  to  do  on  the  23d  of  August  last  what 
you  had  previously  agreed  to  do — which  was  to 
unite  with  other  friends  in  a large  purchase  of  state 
stocks,  or  advances  upon  them — you  not  only  punc- 
tually and  cheerfully  performed  your  engagement, 
but  I find  on  reference  to  my  letter  of  that  date  to 
the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  that 
I mentioned  to  him  my  consultations  with  you 
about  the  proposed  arrangement,  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  I could  not  fail  to  accomplish  it. 

“As  to  the  other  part  of  the  charge  in  that  let- 
ter, viz:  that  Mr.  Bates  sent  out  by  the  steamer  of 
the  24th  August,  a list  of  my  payables,  with  a de- 
claration that  the  bank  must  fail  on  the  26th,  and 
that  these  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  stock  gam- 
bling, I need  only  say  that  although  you  may  have 
considered  it  right  to  send  such  a list,  yet  I am 
quite  sure  (whatever  others  may  or  may  not  have 
done,  of  which  I know  nothing)  your  house  is  en- 
tirely incapable  of  using  any  confidental  informa- 
tion for  any  unworthy  purpose. 

“In  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I 
may  add  that  although  from  its  anxiety  to  aid  other 
banks,  and  its  desire  to  assist  the  states  by  advances 
upon  their  stocks,  it  may  have  stepped  out  of  its 
usual  course  of  banking,  yet  I consider  this  but  a 
temporary  departure  from  its  regular  and  fixed 
principles;  and  the  special  circumstances  which 
were  thought  to  justify  this  departure  having  ceas- 
ed to  exist,  the  bank  is  now  pursuing,  and  I am 
confident  will  continue  to  pursue,  that  system 
which  placed  it  heretofore  on  the  pinnacle  of  credit. 

“I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  obt.  servt. 

[Signed]  “S.  Jaudon. 

“London,  Dec.  31,  1839.” 

Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  Herald  of  the  20th 
inst.  says — 

Information  has  just  been  received  that  a wagon 
train  from  Post  No.  2,  on  its  way  to  Micanopy,  es- 
corted by  some  of  Iieut.  Hanson’s  men,  (who  com- 
mands Post  No.  2),  was  attacked  by  Indians,  and 
two  of  the  escort,  the  teamster  and  one  or  two  of 
the  mules  killed.  The  bodies  were  much  muti- 
lated. 

The  Jacksonville  Advocate  of  the  17th  instant 
has  the  following  paragraph: 

The  bloodhounds — alias , “peace  hounds .”  We 
understand  that  nine  of  these  canine  warriors  ar- 
rived at  Garey’s  Ferry  on  Friday  last.  Our  infor- 
mant states  that  they  are  the  most  ferocious  looking 
animals  he  ever  saw.  They  are  to  be  used  by  ccl. 
Twiggs,  of  the  2d  dragoons,  in  an  expedition  to  the 
Ocldawaha.  We  are  also  informed  that  an  expe- 
riment was  made  on  Sunday  which  fully  tested  the 
utility,  as  well  as  sagacity,  of  the  dogs.  An  Indian, 
some  time  a prisoner  at  Garey’s  Ferry,  was  libe- 
rated, and  instructed  to  travel  a distance  of  five 
miles  and  climb  a tree.  The  Indian  did  so,  and  the 
dogs  were  put  upon  his  trail.  They  went  directly 
to  the  tree,  and  the  trail  dog  attempted  to  climb  it, 
and  before  the  other  dogs  came  up,  had  got  up  the 
tree  about  six  feet. 

naval. 

List  of  officers  of  the  United  States  ship  Peacock. 

Otahity,  October  9th,  1839. 

William  L.  Hudson,  esq.  commander;  William  M. 
Walker,  1st  lieutenant;  George  F.  Emmons,  2d  do. 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  3d  do.;  Thomas  A.  Budd,  4th  do.; 
Augustus  S.  Baldwin,  acting  master;  James  C.  Pal- 
mer, acting  surgeon;  William  Speiden,  purser;  Si- 
las Holmes,  assistant  surgeon;  Alonzo  B.  Davis, 
passed  midshipman;  James  B.  Lewis,  do.;  Henry 
Eld,  do.;  G.  M.  Colvocoroussis,  do.;  James  L.  Blair, 
midshipman;  George  M.  Clarke,  do.;  William  H. 
Hudson,  do.;  George  W.  Harnmersley,  do.;  Fre- 
derick D.  Steuart,  captain’s  clerk;  Thomas  G.  B e 1 1 ,■ 
boatswain;  Thomas  Lewis,  gunner;  Jonas  Dibble, 
carpenter;  J.  D.  Freeman,  sailmaker;  Thomas  Pow- 
ers, purser’s  clerk. 

Scientific  corps. — Titian  R.  Peale,  naturalist; 
William  R.  Rich,  botanist;  Alfred  T.  Agate,  artist; 


James  D.  Dana,  mineralogist;  Horalion  E.  Hale, 
philologist. 

Schooner  Flying  Fish. — Robert  F.  Pinkney,  lieu- 
tenant commanding;  George  T.  Sinclair,  acting  mas- 
ter; George  W.  Harrison,  passed  midshipman. 

The  United  States  ship  Relief  was  al  Oahu  in  the 
middle  of  September,  1839 — officers  and  crew  all 
well.  She  had  gone  to  Sidney  to  deposite  some  stores 
there. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes  and  brig  Porpoise,  had 
sailed,  the  first  on  the  8th  and  the  latter  on  the  10th 
of  October,  for  Sidney,  to  rendezvous,  and  from 
thence  to  preceed  to  the  southward. 

H.  B.  M.  brig  Sparrow  Hawk  arrived  a O'ahity 
the  9th  Oct.  10  days  from  Oahu.  [N.  Y.  Cour. 

The  United  States  ship  Independence,  commodore 
Nicholson,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  was  below  New  York, 
on  Monday,  at  anchor  outside  of  the  bar.  The  In- 
dependence parted  company  with  the  Fairfield  on 
the  26th  March. 

The  Sea  Gull. — The  New  York  Courier  says 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  pilot 
boat  Sea  Gull  altached  to  the  exploring  expedition, 
as  tender  to  the  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Vincen- 
nes, has  been  lost,  and  that  all  on  board  have  perish- 
ed. She  has  not  been  heard  of  since  the  month  of 
June  last. — Then  she  left  Orange.  Terra  del  Fuego, 
about  40  miles  north  of  Cape  Horn,  in  company 
with  the  Flying  Fish.  A gaie  soon  after  arose  and 
the  latter  succeeded  in  beating  off  the  shore.  This 
was  the  last  seen  of  the  Sea  Gull.  Lieutenants  Reed 
and  Bacon,  two  promising  young  officers,  were  on 
board.  The  Porpoise  had  been  twice  in  search  of 
her  without  success. 

The  United  States  ship  Relief,  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  and  last  from  Rio,  has  arrived  at  New 
York.  The  New  York  Herald  states  on  the  autho- 
rity of  some  of  the  crew,  that  there  are  nearly  two 
thousand  American  and  English  sailors — at  least  fif- 
teen hundred — on  the  various  islands  in  the  Pacific, 
who  were  enticed  away  from  the  different  whalers 
and  other  vessels,  by  the  native  women,  and  landed 
for  mutinous  conduct. 

The  main  portion  of  these  poor  fellows  are  com- 
pelled to  sleep  on  the  ground,  which  is  strongly  im- 
pregnated with  saltpetre.  After  being  six  months 
ashore,  completely  naked  and  exposed,  drinking  a 
peculiar  intoxicating  liquor,  used  in  these  regions, 
their  legs  swell  and  they  become  bloated  and  puffed 
up  till  they  look  like  so  many  large  oblong  bladders. 
When  once  on  shore  they  seldom  leave,  for  they  are 
thenceforth  not  worth  a fig.  They  become  misera- 
bly indolent,  and  lazy,  are  treated  like  dogs  by  the 
natives,  with,  perhaps  few  exceptions. 

Many  curious  animals  have  arrived  in  this  vessel. 
Lieutenant  Long  has  brought  home  two  remarkable 
dogs.  One  he  picked  up  at  Sydney,  and  the  other 
at  Terra  del  Fuego — also  a splendid  white  cock-a- 
too,  with  a long  queue  like  a celestial — a rare  bird, 
obtainable  only  at  New  Holland.  These  are  of  great 
value  to  this  country,  and  perhaps  their  like  have 
never  before  been  seen  here. 

Naval  court  martial.  The  Philadelphia  North 
American  of  yesterday  says  that  a court  martial  will 
shortly  be  held  in  that  city  for  the  trial  of  commo- 
dore Elliott. 

We  learn,  from  a list  of  officers  of  the  navy  yard 
at  this  city  for  this  month,  [published  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  Chronicle],  that  capt.  Thomas H.  Stevens 
has  been  appointed  commandant  of  the  yard,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  of  commo- 
dore Patterson.  This  appointment  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington, as  bringing  amongst  them  again,  as  a resi- 
dent, a gentleman  so  favorably  known  to  them  dur- 
ing bis  tormer  services  at  that  yard.  In  their  name, 
we  feel  authorised  to  extend  to  him  a hearty  welcome. 

[Nat.  Int. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  and  crime.  We  learn  from 
the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  during  the  year  1S39,  the  whole 
number  of  persons  imprisoned,  was  5,563 — of  whom 
4,603  were  imprisoned  I'or  crime,  and  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  for  debt!!  Of  these  555  were  imprisoned 
in  the  Boston  jail — and  142  in  the  New  Bedford 
house  of  correction.  Of  the  whole  number  of  per- 
sons imprisoned,  it  appears  that  177  were  tem- 
perate, 2,047  intemperate— and  2,530  not  stated. 
The  number  imprisoned  for  drunkenness,  common 
drunkards,  &c.  1,522!  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  prime  agent  in  the  commission  of  the  other 
crimes,  which  ended  in  imprisonment,  was  intoxi- 
cating drinks. 

The  governor  of  Massachusetts  prorogued  the 
legislature  of  that  state  on  Tuesday.  During  the 
session  just  terminated,  ninety-seven  acts  and  fifty- 
nine  resolutions  were  passed. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  4,  1840— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


NEW  YORK. 

Stale  security  banks.  The  Albany  Evening  Jour- 
nal  of  Saturday  contains  a tabular  statement,  ( which 
occupies  the  greater  part  ot  a page  in  that  paper), 
showing  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  bank- 
ing association  formed  in  this  state  under  the  ge- 
neral law,  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  1st 
January. 

It  will  be  seen,  says  the  Journal,  that  the  asso- 
ciations have  furnished  during  the  past  year,  a large 
portion  of  our  circulating  medium.  It  has  proved, 
thus  far,  a safe  currency.  But  in  the  absence  of  a 
national  bank,  by  means  of  which  the  state  cur- 
rencies are  regulated,  and  owing  to  the  consequent 
general  derangement  in  business,  the  notes  ot  most 
of  the  associations,  as  well  as  those  of  the  safety 
fund  banks,  have  fallen  below  their  par  value  in 
our  cities. 

The  remark  we  made  in  July  last,  that  the  bu- 
siness of  banking  under  the  general  law,  would  not 
be  found  as  profitable  to  stockholders  as  was  an- 
ticipated, has  been  justified  by  experience.  Several 
of  the  associations  have  discontinued  their  opera- 
tions, and  are  returning  their  circulating  notes  to 
the  comptroller.  This,  however,  produces  no  ex- 
plosions and  no  loss  to  the  bill  holders.  Should  the 
legislature  now  make  such  amendments  of  the  ge- 
neral bank  law  as  experience  and  wisdom  suggests, 
we  hope  to  find  the  advantages  anticipated  from  a 
system  of  free  banking  fully  realized. 

New  York  registry  law.  Notwithstanding  the 
rumors  to  the  contrary,  gov.  Seward  approved,  on 
Monday,  the  bill  for  registering  the  qualified  voters 
of  New  York  city.  The  bill,  as  lar  as  dividing 
the  city  into  small  districts,  so  as  to  allow  the  vot- 
ing to  be  done  in  one  day,  goes  into  immediate 
operation,  and  will  apply  to  the  charter  election, 
which  takes  place  on  Wednesday  week  next.  The 
commissioners  to  carry  out  the  law  were  inline- 
diat  dy  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  we  learn 
from  the  N.  York  Commercial,  entered  upon  their 
duties  yesterday. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resumption  bill  killed.  This  bill  was  debated  in 
the  house  up  to  the  time  of  adjournment  to  day, 
when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  was  lost 
by  a vote  of  45  to  49. 

Thus  has  the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  at  length 
been  defeated,  after  having  occupied  the  time  of 
the  house  more  or  less  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  The  bill  is  now  lost,  and  the 
senate  need  take  no  further  action  upon  the  report. 
Immediately  alter  the  above  result,  another  resump- 
tion bill  was  reported  by  Mr.  Coolbaugh  from  a se- 
lect committee  appointed  some  day3  ago  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  McElwee,  and  it  is  expected  some 
kind  of  a bill  will  pass,  but  it  must  be  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  defunct  one  if  it  meets  the  approba- 
tion of  the  house.  The  bill  was  only  read  by  its 
title.  [Harrisburg  Chronicle. 

We  learn  from  Harrisburg  that  on  Monday  the 
senate  finally  passed  the  resumption  bill,  by  a vote 
of  17  to  14.  It  fixes  the  period  of  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  on  the  1 5th  Jan. 
1841.  The  seriate  refused  to  restore  the  section 
which  had  been  previously  stricken  out,  which 
went  to  authorise  the  issue  of  small  notes. 

The  bill  passed  the  lower  house  on  the  31st  ult. 
by  a vote  of  46  to  41,  and  only  awaits  the  governor’s 
signature  to  become  a law. 

Both  houses  have  agreed  to  adjourn  sine  die  on 
the  16th  April.  [Balt.  Arne. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  closed  its  session  on 
Thursday.  One  of  its  last  acts  was  the  passage  of 
a bill  relieving  the  banks  from  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  incurred  by  suspension — which  law,  (adds 
the  Whig),  was  sustained  by  men  of  all  parties, 
and  based  upon  the  belief  that  it  was  for  no  fault 
or  misconduct  of  the  banks,  that  they  suspended, 
but  because  of  the  foreign  demand  for  specie. 

Virginia  bank  law.  The  act  of  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  in  reference  to  the  banks  of  that  state, 
passed  March  18th  1840,  provides  that  the  forfei- 
ture of  their  charters  for  refusal  to  pay  specie,  in- 
curred under  existing  laws,  shall  be  suspended 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly; and  so  much  of  any  act  as  rnay  prohibit 
them  from  issuing  notes  for  sums  of  five  and  ten 
dollars  shall  be  suspended  until  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1841.  The  amount  of  any  note  or  debt  due 
from  any  bank,  with  legal  interest  thereon,  may  be 
nevertheless  recovered  in  any  of  the  modes  now 
authorised  by  law.  The  notes  of  the  banks  which 
are  now  receivable  in  payment  of  debts  and  taxes 
due  to  the  commonwealth  are  to  be  received  as 
usual,  and  the  deposites  of  the  public  revenue  are 
to  be  made  as  heretofore  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
and  Fanners’  bank  of  Virginia,  unless  the  execu- 


tive shall  otherwise  direct,  in  which  case  the  trea- 
surer, with  the  sanction  oi  the  executive,  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys. 

The  law  also  provides  that  every  bank  which 
shall  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
make  no  dividend  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, unless  it  shall  forone  month  previously  there- 
to have,  bona  fide , resumed  specie  payments;  the 
outstanding  debts  ot  every  bank  moreover  are  not 
to  exceed  their  present  limits.  The  remedy  against 
the  banks  of  the  commonwealth  by  motion  upon 
ten  days  notice  is  suspended  until  the  1st  ol  Janua- 
ry next;  that  mode  of  procedure  having  been  de- 
signed to  operate  upon  the  banks  as  culpable  de- 
linquents, and  not  as  delinquents  in  consequence  of 
unlooked  for  exigencies. 

It  is  prohibited  to  the  banks  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment or  on  deposite  bank  notes  of  any  bank  out  of 
the  state  of  a less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 
They  are  also  forbidden  to  put  in  circulation  any 
note,  bill  or  evidence  of  debt,  which  is  not  payable 
on  demand.  The  banks  in  which  the  deposites  ot 
the  state  are  made,  if  they  accept  the  provisions  ol 
this  act,  are  required  to  pay  the  semi-annual  inte- 
rest due  from  the  commonwealth  in  the  month  of 
July  next  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  il  so  required 
by  the  creditors,  without  charging  any  premium 
therefor;  [Baltimore  American. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

North  Carolina,  although  one  ol  the  last  states  to 
move  in  works  of  internal  improvement,  evinces  an 
energy  in  the  prosecution  ol  undertakings  of  that 
character  which  now  places  heramongthe  foremost 
of  them.  We  noticed  a few  days  ago  the  lact  ot 
the  completion  of  the  great  rail  road  from  the  Ro 
anoke  to  Wilmington,  163  miles  in  extent,  and  we 
now  find,  by  the  following  paragraph  that  another 
important  rail  road  has  just  been  completed. 

Vhizzz—zzz—zzz.  This  is  near,  as  we  can  come 
in  type,  towards  expressing  the  strange  sound  which 
greeted  the  ears  of  the  assembled  population  ol  our 
city,  on  Satuiday  evening  last.  About  6 o’clock  ol 
that  day,  the  first  steam  locomotive,  that  ever  snort- 
ed amongst  the  hills  of  crabb  tree,  reached  the  li- 
mits of  our  city,  and  was  enthusiastically  welcomed 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy.  The  bells  rang, 
the  artillery  roared  and  the  people  cheered.  Huz- 
za! Huzza!!  HUZZA!!!  The  Raleig  and  Gaston 
rail  road  is  completed,  and  no  mistake.  The  pas- 
senger cars  are  expected  here  to  night,  and  we  jolly 
cits  can  now  amuse  ourselves  with  rail  road  inci- 
dents, until  the  assembly  meets.  “Last  bell,  sir, 
last  bell!  Hurry  sir;  hurry  ma’am!” — Where’s  iny 
trunk?  I earn ’t  go  till  I, see  my  trunk — a round  top 
kivered  with  flowered  paper.  “All  safe  ma’am!  — 
all  in  the  baggage  car.”  Pliizzz— zzz — zzz — ding, 
dong,  bell — ding,  dong,  bell.  “Make  haste,  make 
haste.”  “Oh  my!  Mr.  Zeigenfuss,  I’ve  dropped 
my  bag!”  “Get  in,  tna’ain.”  “Gracious,  you’ve 
almost  jerked  my  calash  off  mv  head.”  “Plase 
Mr.  Zig” — Phizzz — clack — clack — clack — lack — 

lack — lack — ack — ack — ck — ck — k — k — k Away 

they  go!!! 

Magnificent  enterprise!  We  have  now  oceular 
demonstration  of  that,  which  no  man  would  have  be- 
lieved thirty  years  ago,  to  be  within  the  compass  of 
human  power.  Truly  has  it  been  said,  that  the  last 
few  years  have  unfolded  more  that  is  novel,  vast  and 
wonderful,  than  the  whole  eighteen  centuries  ot  the 
Christian  era. 

The  Raleigh  and  Gaston  rail  road  is  86  miles  in 
length,  and  lias  been  constructed  altogether  by  indi- 
vidual stockholders,  the  state  having  uniformly  de- 
clined embarking  in  the  enterprise.  More  than 
usual  difficulties  have  presented  themselves  in  the 
progress  of  the  work  over  and  above  the  natural 
obstacles,  but  they  have  all  vanished  before  a de. 
terminpd  purpose  and  lievertiring  energy.  The 
whole  line  is  now  finished,  is  said  to  be  admirably 
built,  and  reflects  high  credit  on  the  president,  en- 
gineer, assistants,  and  indeed,  all  connected  with  its 
construction.  We  hail  the  rumbling  of  the  first  lo- 
comotive, as  the  glad  omen  of  future  prosterity  to 
our  city  and  county,  and  feel  that  we  shall  not  be 
disappointed.  [Raleigh  Register,  March  24. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Important  decision.  The  constitution  of  Missis- 
sippi declares  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  1833,  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  state 
as  an  article  of  merchandise,  or  for  sale,  shall  be 
prohibited.  A case  involving  this  principle  was 
recently  decided  by  the  chancellor,  in  which  an 
opinion  is  expressed  contrary  to  the  general  idea — 
which  was  that  sales  of  negroes  brought  into  Mis- 
sissippi since  May  1833,  were  null  ami  void.  The 
opinion  of  the  chancellor  goes  to  confirm  such  sales, 
provided  the  purchases  w’ere  made  for  the  use  ol 
citizens  residing  in  the  state.  The  follow  ing  ex- 
tract in  the  words  of  the  chancellor  will  serve  to  give 
some  view  of  the  position  assumed  as  the  basis  of 
his  opinion: 


From  the  facts  shown  by  the  pleadings,  it  appears 
that  the  purchase  of  the  negroes  was  a substantive 
independent  transaction,  totally  distinct  from  the 
act  of  introducing  them,  and  must,  therefore,  stand 
unaffected  by  any  of  its  consequences.  I know  of 
no  rule  of  construction  by  which  the  language  of 
the  constitution  can  be  tortured  into  a prohibition  of 
the  sale  of  negroes.  The  words  “as  merchandise  or 
for  sale,”  cprlainly  do  not  sustain  such  construc- 
tion; they  are  merely  descriptive  of  the  intent  and 
purpose  which  must  accompany  the  act  ot  introduc- 
tion in  order  to  bring  it  within  the  meaning  of  pro- 
hibition of  the  constitution.  This  part  of  the  sen- 
tence follows  and  stands  in  immediate  connection 
with  the  words,  “the  introduction  of  slaves  into  this 
state,”  ami  service  simply  to  qualify  and  restrict 
the  sense  in  which  such  introduction  is  prohibited. 
It  merely  points  out  and  defines  what  should  consti- 
tute the  evil  or  offence  which  the  constitution  in- 
tended to  guard  against  and  prohibit.  The  trainers 
of  the  constitution  were  but  employing  the  lauguage 
which  they  deemed  apt  in  the  expression  ot  their 
meaning.  Thus,  we  intend  to  prohibit  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  this  states,  but  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  extend  it  so  far  as  to  prohibit  our  citizens 
from  bringing  them  into  the  state  for  their  own  use; 
in  order  to  render  the  introduction  illegal  it  must 
appear  as  a part  of  the  act  that  the  intention  existed, 
to  use  the  slaves  so  introduced  as  an  article  ol  mer- 
chandise or  for  sale.  If  the  framers  of  the  consti- 
tution intended  any  thing  beyond  this  construc- 
tion, instead  of  the  language  employed,  we  would 
expect  to  find  them  declaring  that  the  “sale  of  ne- 
groes in  this  state,  which  were  introduced  as  mer- 
chandise or  for  sale,  shall  be  prohibited  (rom  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  May,  1833.” 

LOU  ISIAN  A. 

The  senate  of  Louisiana,  sitting  as  a court  of  im- 
peachment, for  the  trial  of  judge  Bosworth,  have 
acquitted  that  functionary  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him. 

OHIO. 

The  question  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment for  the  state  of  Ohio,  from  Columbus,  has 
been  settled  lor  the  president.  The  State  Journal 
of  the  21st  says: — “The  report  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee, directing  the  governor  to  issued  his  proclama- 
tion lor  proposals  lor  the  location  of  1 lie  capilal  of 
the  state,  was  indefinitely  postponed  yesteiday  in 
the  senate,  by  a vote  of  19  to  14.  Thus  has  this 
vexed  question  been  put  to  rest,  we  hope,  forever. 
The  repeal  of  the  law  making  appropriations  for  the 
new  state  house,  is  the  only  action  that  has  been 
had  by  the  legislature  on  this  subject. 

ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN. 

Illinois  and  Wisconsin  are  in  a dispute  concern- 
ing the  boundary  line  between  them.  Wisconsin 
claims  that  the  true  boundary  is  marked  b}’  a line 
diawn  due  west  (rom  the  southerly  point  or  bend  of 
Lake  Michigan,  in  lat.  41,  37;  while  Illinois  claims 
as  far  north  as  42,  30.  The  difficulty  seems  to  have 
arisen  from  the  language  of  different  acts  of  con- 
gress, in  which  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan and  the  latitude  of  42,  30  are  spoken  of  as  be- 
ing identical,  while  in  fact  they  are  not.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  maps  now  in  use,  Chicago  is 
within  the  territory  claimed  by  Wisconsin. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

MICHIGAN. 

Legislature  of  Michigan.  We  learn  from  the 
State  Journal  of  the  18li),  that  the  internal  improve- 
ment bill  erecting  a new  board  of  commissioners 
of  internal  improvement,  making  the  secretary 
of  state  and  state  treasurer  members  of  tlfc  board 
ex  officio,  and  one  acting  commissioner  with  a 
salary  of  $1,000  a year,  to  be  nominated  by  the 
governor,  and  appointed  by  the  legislature  in  joint 
convention,  has  passed  both  blanches  of  the  le- 
gislature. The  finance  bill,  pioposing  to  antici- 
pate certain  instalments  of  the  five  million  loan  by 
ttie  banks,  had  passed  the  senate.  The  legislatuie 
resolved  to  adjourn  on  Monday,  the  30lh  of  March. 

IOWA. 

The  Burlington  (Iowa)  Gazette  of  the  14th  inst. 
states  that  the  public  land  sales  in  that  district  had 
commenced.  During  the  first  four  days  upwards  of 
$76,000  had  been  received,  $69,000  of  which  were 
in  specie. 

FLORIDA. 

The  governor  of  Florida,  in  a message  to  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature,  introduces  the  following  affect- 
ing incident: 

“Mr.  Harlan’s  dwelling  was  burned;  and  his  fa- 
mily murdered,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  Ja- 
nuary last.  Mr.  H.  was  absent,  and  an  eye-witness 
gives  the  following  account  of  tile  return  of  the 
unhappy  man,  w ith  an  armed  party,  on  the  day  alter 
the  occurrence.  Oil  arriving  at  the  spot,  we  found 
every  house  reduced  to  ashes,  and  at  the  kitchen 
door  the  bones  of  a human  being  nearly  burnt  up; 
after  examining  all  around,  we  saw  the  track  of 
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moccasins  making  ingress  and  egress  the  same 
course.  On  the  trial,  not  far  off,  we  saw  articles  of 
clothing,  potatoes  and  papers  dropped;  about  twen- 
ty-one persons,  armed,  now  arrived  from  Iola, 
amongst  them  Mr.  Harlan,  who  in  a wretched  state 
of  feeling,  proceeded  to  examine  the  burnt  bones, 
which  he  believed  to  be  those  of  his  wife  and  sons 
whose  knife  he  found  amongst  them.  One  of  Ihe 
company  in  searching  behind  the  garden,  about  one 
hundred  yards  off',  called  out,  “come  here,  Harlan; 
here  is  your  wife!”  Joy  immediately  sprang  to  my 
bosom,  and  I ran  to  see  the  dead  come  to  life,  where 
there  was  a general  rush;  but,  lo!  I found  Mrs. 
Harlan  lying  prostrate  on  the  ground,  behind  some 
pine  logs,  with  her  throat  cut,  a ball  shot  through 
her  arn?,  one  in  her  back,  and  a fatal  shot  in  the  head, 
which  must  have  been  near,  as  the  ball-patch  was 
sticking  in  her  head.  Her  youngest  son,  say  8 
years  old,  lay  near  her  side,  with  his  skull  fractured 
by  a pine  stick  which  lay  near  him.  He  exhibited 
signs  of  life,  and  I had  him  carried  to  a shelter,  wa- 
ter given  him,  and  his  cold  feet,  putin  warm  water, 
faint  hopes  are  now  entertained  of  his  recovery. 
Had  you  witnessed  the  heart-rending  sight  of  Mr. 
Harlan,  embracing  his  little  son,  and  calling  him 
by  his  nickname,  “Buddy!  Buddy!  Buddy!”  with 
the  solemn  sound  of  parental  affection,  sunk  to  the 
lowest  ebb  of  dejection;  and  then  running  to  the 
corpse  of  his  wife,  throwing  his  arms  around  her, 
crying  out,  “my  wife!  my  dear  wife!  oh!  my  dear 
wife!”  I know  your  feelings  would  have  given 
way  as  mine  did:  I had  always  felt  a sympathy  for 
these  merciless  savages,  but  my  heart  now  assumed 
a stern  fortitude,  foreign  to  its  nature,  and  I felt  like 
not  leaving  an  Indian  foot  to  mark  a track  in  the 
ashes  of  the  desolation  they  have  made.” 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Webster's  remarks  on  the  3d  March, 

( published  inthe  Register  of  the  Mill  ull.  p.  22). 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  senator  has 
discussed  the  questions  on  which  he  has  touched 
in  a calm  and  liberal  manner,  worthy  of  their  mag- 
nitude, and  honorable  to  himself;  and  I sincerely 
hope  that  when  the  general  revsion  of  the  tariff, 
which  must  come  up  at  the  next  session,  shall  be 
under  consideration,  the  discussion  shall  partake  of 
the  same  temperate  character.  I,  for  one,  pledge 
myself  to  meet  the  question  with  the  utmost  can- 
dor and  fairness,  having  a single  eye  to  the  com- 
mon interest  of  the  whole,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  justice  to  the  parts. 

The  first  point  which  the  senator  has  made  the 
subject  of  his  remarks— that  duties  on  exports  and 
imports  were  virtually  the  same,  as  far  as  the  staple 
states  are  concerned — was  not  advanced  by'  me  as 
an  argument  bearing  on  the  portion  of  my  speech 
relatin'1'  to  the  protective  system,  to  which  he  has 
confined  his  reply.  It  was  connected  with  another 
and  dissimilar  topic,  and  advanced  rather  as  the 
settled  opinion  of  the  south,  than  as  argument;  but 
it  is  proper  to  say,  since  it  has  been  questioned  on 
this  occasion,  that  my  conviction  of  its  truth  is 
deep,  and  that  I shall  be  prepared  to  make  it  good 
whenever  a suitable  occasions  offers.  I do  not  re- 
o-ard  the  present  as  such,  because  its  truth  or  error 
can  have  little  bearing  on  the  points  now  in  discus- 
sion between  us. 

The  next  point  which  he  made  the  subject  ol 
remark  is  the  position  that,  in  the  present  stale  of 
our  country,  the  effect  of  a protective  tariff  is  to  ex- 
pand the  currency  in  the  manufacturing  portion  of 
the  union,  till  the'increased  expense  of  production, 
in  consequence  of  the  expansion,  becomes  equal  to 
the  protection,  when  protection  ceases  against  fo- 
reio-n  importation,  and  new  duties  are  required.*  I 
am°willing  to  leave  the  argument  on  this  important 
position  vvhere  it  now  stands  between  the  senator 
and  myself,  and  shall  confine  what  I have  to  say  to 
one  or’ two  points  incidentally  connected  with  it. 

I then,  entirely  concur  with  the  senator,  that  the 
imports  and  exports  of  a country,  taking  a series 
of  years,  and  allowing  for  the  profit  and  loss  of 
trade,  must  be  equal;  but  there  is  another  position, 
the  counterpart  of  that  which,  though  not  less  true, 
is  not  so  generally  seen  or  admitted;  that  the 
amount  of  the  exports  must,  in  the  long  run,  be 
limited  t}y  that  of  the  imports.  None  will  deny 
that  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  import,  we  cannot 
lone  continue  to  export;  unless,  indeed,  we  should 
be  willing  to  give  away  the  product  of  our  labor. 

So  a^afn,  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  import  more 
than  a given  amount  in  value,  annually,  say  forty 
millions,  our  exports,  on  the  same  principle,  in  the 
end,  will  sink  to  the  same  point.  Again,  if  the 


*It  is  Mr.  Webster’s  second  head  in  the  report  of  his 
remarks.  I have  given  the  position,  which  he  ques- 
tioned, in  my  own  language,  as  that  in  which  lie  has 
couched  it  does  not  truly  express  the  principle  which  I 
maintained. 


great  and  leading  articles  of  consumption  are  pro- 
hibited, or  admitted  only  on  the  payment  of  extra- 
vagant duties,  so  as  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the 
imports,  it  must  have  a corresponding  effect  on  that 
of  the  exports.  Now,  1 ask,  what  must  be  the  ef- 
fect of  this  principle  applied  to  a protective  tariff, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  export  trade?  Our  export 
of  home  productions  is  about  one  million  annually. 
Suppose  an  act  should  be  passed  prohibiting  all  im- 
ports except  gold  and  silver.  Such  an  act  would 
not  prevent  the  shipment  of  our  great  staples,  cot- 
ton, tobacco  and  rice.  We  make  more  than  can 
be  consumed  at  home,  and  the  surplus  must  be  sent 
abroad,  however  great  would  be  the  fall  of  price 
and  the  sacrifice  in  consequence  of  such  an  act. 
Put  down  the  full  amount  of  one-half,  there  would 
still  be  an  importation  of  forty  or  fifty  millions  in 
specie;  and  what,  I would  ask,  would  be  the  effect 
of  so  large  a supply,  but  a corresponding  expansion 
of  the  currency  and  rise  of  prices?  But  suppose, 
instead  of  such  an  act,  one  should  be  passed  prohi- 
biting a gieater  amount  of  imports  than  one-half  of 
the  usual  quantity;  would  not  a proportional  ex- 
pansion and  rise  of  prices  follow?  And  must  not  the 
effect  be  the  same,  if,  instead  of  prohibition,  high  du- 
ties were  laid,  amounting  almost  to  prohibition, 
on  most  of  the  leading  articles  of  consumption, 
equalling  in  value  one-half  of  the  usual  importa- 
tion? And,  finally,  would  not  the  specie,  imported 
in  consequence  of  such  an  act,  centre  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  where  such  articles  were  manu- 
factured, and  be  followed  there  by  a corresponding 
rise  of  prices? 

The  argument, it  seems  to  me,  is  irresistible,  and, 
of  itself,  establishes  the  position  which  the  senator 
controverts.  If,  to  this,  the  fact  be  added  that  the. 
table  of  exports  and  imports,  and  the  history  of  the 
protective  system,  corresponds  in  every  particular 
with  the  operation  I have  deduced  from  it,  as  a ne- 
cessary consequence,  it  appears  to  be  conclusive. 
These  tables  will  show,  just  as  duties  were  imposed 
or  repealed,  the  exports  deceased  or  increased;  so 
much  so,  that,  after  the  great  reduction  in  1833,  the 
exports  of  the  great  staples  nearly  doubled  in  four 
years,  and  those  of  domestic  manufactures  rose 
sixty-six  per  cent,  in  six.  In  speaking  of  the  ex- 
ports of  our  great  staples,  although  I referred  to  the 
exports  to  foreign  countries,  I might  have  shown 
that  the  increase  was  not  at  the  expense  of  the  home 
market;  so  far  otherwise,  if  I am  not  greatly  deceiv- 
ed, their  exports  north  increased  at  the  same  time, 
but  not  in  the  same  proportion. 

The  senator  seemed  to  doubt  whether  the  tariff 
of  1828  increased  wages.  I had  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  fact  from  documentary  evidence,  but  think 
it  impossible  that  the  vast  increase  of  the  currency 
which  the  tables  show,  took  place  in  the  manufac- 
turing portion  of  the  union,  after  that  tariff  could 
fail  to  raise  prices  generally  there,  including  wages. 
I well  remember  that  a former  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Wilkins],  who  resided  in  Pittsburg, 
informed  me,  in  a conversation,  that  blacksmiths’ 
wages  were  doubled  there,  in  consequence  of  that 
measure. 

I cheerfully  admit,  with  the  senator,  that  the 
home  maiket  is  preferable  to  the  foreign.  It  has 
many  advantages;  and  among  them  I would  prefer 
it  on  the  ground  that  whatever  might  be  gained  by 
converting  our  raw  materials  into  goods  would  ac- 
crue to  our  own  brethren  of  the  north,  rather  than 
to  strangers,  provided  it  be  not  done  by  sacrificing 
our  interest.  But  how  is  this  to  be  effected?  Our 
great  staples  are  too  abundant  to  be  consumed  at 
home.  Take,  for  instance,  cotton.  If  every  yard 
of  cotton  goods  consumed  in  the  United  States  was 
the  product  of  our  own  manufactures,  it  would  not 
take  more  than  four  hundred  thousand  bales  to  sup- 
ply the  home  demand,  that  is,  but  one-fifth  of  the 
amount  produced;  while  the  amount  produced  can- 
not be  less  than  two  million  bales,  including  what 
is  consumed  at  home.  What  is  to  be  done  with  the 
other  four- fifths?  We  must  cease  to  produce  it,  or 
it  must  be  consumed  abroad.  The  effect  of  a high 
tariff  is  to  curtail  the  production;  but  that  only 
tends  to  diminish  our  capacity  to  consume,  by  im- 
poverishing us,  and  thus  causing  a conflict  between 
our  interest  and  the  manufacturing  portion  of  the 
union.  How  is  this  to  be  avoided,  and  the  interest 
of  all  parts  reconciled?  That  is  the  great  problem. 
I see  but  one  way,  and  that  is,  for  our  manufactures 
to  command  the  foreign  market,  when  our  cotton 
would  be  shipped  in  the  shape  of  yarn  and  goods, 
instead  of  the  raw  state.  This  we  would  greatly 
prefer.  But  how  is  this  to  be  accomplished,  except 
by  a sound,  stable  and  uniform  currency,  and  low 
duties,  as  I explained  when  I addressed  the  senate 
when  first  upon  this  question?  Such  are  my  views, 
formed  after  much  reflection.  If  I am  in  error,  I 
am  honestly  so.  Truth,  and  truth  only,  is  my  ob- 
ject, accompanied  by  an  anxious  desire  to  see  the 
interest  of  this  great  country  harmonized  on  just, 


fair  and  liberal  principles.  It  is  impossible  they 
can  be  on  any  other. 

I agree  with  the  senator  that  currency  is  liable  fo 
be  disturbed  by  many  and  various  and  powerful 
causes,  some  more,  and  others  less  permanent.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  has  yet  recovered  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  long  and  exhasting  wars  which  termi- 
nated in  the  overthrow  of  the  late  emperor  of  France. 
At  its  termination,  the  currency  of  Christendom 
was  in  an  unsound  and  unnatural  state,  particularly 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  both  of  which 
paper  had  superseded  gold  and  silver.  We  were 
the  first  to  resume  specie  payments,  which  gave  the 
precious  metals  a direction  to  this  country.  Great 
Britain  resumed  some  years  after,  when  it  took  an 
opposite  direction,  and  hence  the  heavy  exports  of 
specie  in  ’21,  ’22  and  ’23.  The  tariff  of  *24  checked 
that  for  a time,  and  that  of  ’28  gave  the  currency  a 
direction  hitherward  again;  which  was  followed  by 
the  operation  of  other  and  powerful  causes,  down  to 
the  late  suspension  as  I have  shown  in  my  remarks 
when  I first  spoke  on  the  subject;  but  I feel  assured 
that  the  expansion  which  followed  the  tariff  of  ’28 
is  truly  to  be  attributed  to  it,  not  only  because  there 
was  no  other  cause  at  the  time  to  which  it  could  be 
attributed,  but  because  it  was  of  itself  adequate  to 
produce  the  effect,  and  because  its  duration  and 
modification,  in  every  particular,  were  such  as 
might  be  expected  from  it. 

I agree  with  fhe  senator  as  to  the  great  im- 
portance of  uniformity  of  prices,  but  am  firmly  of 
opinion  that  nothing  short  of  the  restoration  of  the 
currency  contemplated  by  the  constitution,  and  a 
surrender  of  the  protective  system,  can  ensure  the 
uniformity  which  he  so  justly  appreciates. 

Passing  over  the  other  remarks  of  the  senator, 
which  I am  willing  to  leave,  as  it  now  stands  be- 
tween him  and  myself,  I shall  conclude  by  making 
a few  observations  on  the  objection  he  makes  to 
the  position  that  low  duties  are  favorable  to  the 
exportation  of  articles  manufactured  at  home.  He 
thinks  that  the  increase  of  the  exports  of  such  ar- 
ticles, after  the  reduction  of  the  duties  in  ’33,  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  reduction,  but  to  the  ex- 
cessive previous  importations  from  Europe,  which 
compelled  our  manufacturers  to  get  rid  of  their 
stock  by  seeking  a foreign  market.  Without  ad- 
mitting or  denying  the  fact  of  such  excess  of  im- 
portation of  the  foreign  articles  at  this  time,  a de- 
cisive answer  to  the  objection  may  be  found  in  the 
explanation  afforded  by  the  tables  themselves.  In 
the  first  place,  the  increase  of  the  exports,  as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  the  tables,  was  steadily  pro- 
gressive, each  succeeding  year  being  higher  than 
the  preceding,  just  as  the  duties  went  off,  and  the 
last  year  of  which  we  have  these  returns,  ’38,  the 
highest  of  all.  In  the  next  place,  the  falling  off, 
under  the  tariff's  of ’24  and  ’2S,  followed  almost  as 
steadily  the  same  law  throughout  the  long  period 
of  eight  years,  making,  for  the  two  periods  taken 
together,  fourteen  years,  which  clearly  shows  that 
the  cause  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  accidental  state  of 
the  market.  But  there  is  a third  and  conclusive 
reason,  that  the  great  staples  of  the  country  follow- 
ed the  same  law  through  both  periods,  and  to  which 
the  cause  assigned  by  the  senator  cannot  apply. — 
To  this,  if  further  proof  be  necessary,  may  be  added 
the  general  argument  already  stated,  that  any  limi- 
tation on  the  imports,  whether  by  prohibition  or 
high  duties,  must  act  as  a limitation  on  the  ex- 
ports, and  which  is  equally  applicable  to  the  staples 
and  the  home  manufacturers. 

Let  me  now  say,  Mr.  President,  in  conclusion, 
that  I believe  that  we  have  reached  a point  of  time 
when  the  interest  of  every  section  of  our  wide- 
spread country,  north,  east,  south  and  west,  may 
be  reconciled,  and  the  industry  of  the  whole  be 
placed  on  the  firmest  and  most  durable  basis. — 
What  we  want  is  calm  and  deliberate  discussion, 
with  a spirit  to  seek  the  truth,  and  to  do  equal  jus- 
tice to  all.  I shall  come  to  the  question  in  that 
spirit  myself,  and  if  the  discession  shall  take  a dif- 
ferent character,  the  blame  shall  not  lie  at  my  door. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  26.  Mr.  Webster  presented  certain  papers 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton; which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Sevier  presented  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  requesting  an  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  certain  Cherokee  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Wayne;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  and  orderetl  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Wisconsin,  praying  an  appropriation  for  certain 
internal  improvements;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  the  petition  of  245  citi- 
zens of  Niagara  county,  New  York,  in  favor  of  a. 
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general  bankrupt  law:  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session  for 
some  time,  and  when  the  doors  were  opened,  Mr. 
Benton,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  reduce  the  drawbacks  on 
refined  sugar  and  rum,  and  to  reduce  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances  in  proportion  to  the  re- 
duced duties  on  sugar,  molasses  and  salt,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  B.  the  bill  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  the  15th  of  April. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was 
then  taken  up,  and,  the  question  being  taken  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Norvell,  it  was  lost — 
ayes  1,  nays  34. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing after  “Illinois,”  the  words  “east  of  Vandalia;” 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  the  last  section— (the  two  per 
cent,  clause). 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
and  Mr.  Young,  the  bill  was  postponed,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow;  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

March  27.  The  vice-president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  19th  instant, 
inquiring  w'hether  lieutenants  Wilkes  and  Hudson, 
of  the  exploring  expedition,  had  been  allowed  or 
had  assumed  any  rank  other  than  that  to  which  they 
were  by  law  entitled. 

The  secretary  states  that  the  department  had  riot 
received  any  information  in  relation  to  any  assumed 
rank,  and  if  such  had  been  assumed,  it  was  without 
the  sanction  of  the  department. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  C.  P.  Deacon,  asking  an  appropriation 
for  a light  house  at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  in 
Lake  Michigan. 

Also,  from  numerous  citizens  of  Philadelphia  city 
and  county,  asking  congress  to  interfere  for  the  re- 
lease of  William  Lyon  McKenzie,  imptisoned  for  a 
breach  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  N.  said  the  memorial  was  somewhat  novel  in 
its  character;  the  matter  was  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  executive.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  it  vvas  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Lumpkin,  from  numerous  citizens  of  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia,  asking  the  passage  of  a uniform 
bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  citizens  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law  to  include  cor- 
porations. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge , from  citizens  of  New  York, 
asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  shipmasters  and  owners,  asking  that 
consul  Trist  may  be  removed,  and  a more  worthy 
person  promoted  to  the  place. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  360  citizens  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  suita- 
ble provisions  for  all  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolutionary  war  who  have  not  formed  any  sub 
sequent  matrimonial  connection. 

The  bill  the  more  effectually  to  secure  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the 
government,  and  to  punish  public  delaulters,  was 
read  a third  time;  and,  on  the  question  shall  this 
bill  pass? 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  senate  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  include  not  only 
the  agents  or  officers  of  the  government,  “but  any 
and  ah  other  persons  advising  or  participating  in 
such  fraud,”  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  defended  the  bill  as  it  stood,  deem- 
ing the  language  sufficiently  comprehensive  with- 
out the  required  amendments. 

Mr.  Hubbard  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  recom- 
mitment. He  thought  the  bill  embraced  all  that 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  in  favor  of  a recommitment, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Henderson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  to  recommit  was  then  taken  and 
lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Web- 
ster, White — 10. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clayton.  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 


Norvell,  Phelps,  Pierce,  R^ane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Sturseon,  Tappan,  Wall,  Wright,  Young — 27. 
The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  Cumberland  road  bill  came  up  as  the  special 
order,  an  unsuccessful  effort  having  been  made  by 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, to  postpone  it  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Clan,  of  Alabama,  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  senate  at  some  length,  against  the  several  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Tap- 
pan,  Mr.  Young  and  others,  in  its  favor;  when  on 
motion,  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  30.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a petition 
from  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  N.  York,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  of  a similar 
character,  from  certain  citizens  of  Boston,  and  took 
occasion  to  express  his  great  wish  that  something 
should  be  done  towards  the  object  of  the  memorial 
as  soon  as  possible.  He  also  hoped  it  would  not  be 
considered  indelicate  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  whether  the  senate 
might  expect  a bill  for  this  purpose  to  be  brought 
forward  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Wall  replied  that  the  committee  had  a great 
deal  of  business  before  them;  but  still  thty  had  de- 
voted much  time  to  this  subject,  and  would  present 
a measure  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Mr.  Webster,  in  reply,  intimated  that  he  had 
thrown  into  the  form  of  a bill,  his  views  of  the  pro- 
visions which  he  deemed  expedient  and  necessary, 
and  if  they  would  be  acceptable  to  the  commiltee, 
or  be  of  any  aid  in  framing  a proper  measure,  he 
would  be  happy  to  present  (hem. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  also  reminded  the  senate  that 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
miltee of  the  judiciary,  he  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  present  a bill  for  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy.  Without  presuming  to  intrude  his 
views  or  to  take  any  lead  in  this  matter,  he  would 
cheerfully  present  them  if  they  would  be  acceptable. 

Mr.  Wall  said  he  hoped  the  senators  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  N.  York  would  bring  in  their  mea- 
sures; and  assured  them  that  they  would  receive 
the  fullest  consideration;  and  that  the  committee 
would  bring  in  a bill  as  soon  as  was  consistent 
with  a due  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  bill  (which  passed  the  house  on  Friday 
night),  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  came  up  on  its 
first  and  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  ro3e  and  said  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  finance  was  absent  from 
indisposition  in  his  family.  In  his  absence  the 
committee  have  met  this  morning,  and  instructed 
him  to  call  up  the  bill  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. They  had  examined  the  bill,  and  finding  no 
difference  between  it  and  the  printed  copies  which 
had  so  long  been  on  the  table — they  had  further  in- 
structed him  to  ask  the  senate  to  regard  the  bill  as 
having  been  referred  to  the  committee  and  reported 
back  without  amendment.  The  bill  was  accord- 
ingly taken  up. 

Mr.  Hubbard  gave  some  explanations  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  treasury,  and  urged  the  pas- 
sage ofthe  bill. 

Mr.  Webster  followed,  and  spoke  at  considerable 
length  and  with  great  animation  and  force  on  the 
treasury  note  policy,  which  he  believed  was  the 
most  expensive  and  objectionable  mode  of  supply- 
ing the  necessities  of  government. 

Mr.  Hubbard  replied;  and,  after  some  brief  ex- 
planations from  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Benton  rose,  and 
expressed  his  objections  to  the  bill,  which  were  the 
same  as  those  he  had  stated  at  a former  session, 
and  which  he  would  adhere  to.  He  regretted  to 
see  any  call  for  treasury  notes  from  thp  depart- 
ment; and  regretted  that  the  committee  had  re- 
sponded to  the  call  favorably.  If  money  vvas  want- 
ed he  preferred  that  it  should  be  raised  by  a direct 
loan.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hubbard  expressed  his  astonishment  that  the 
senator  from  Missouri  who  had  so  often  stood  up  to 
denounce  monopolies  and  corporations  should  pre- 
fer to  this  measure  a scheme  which  would  place 
the  government  at  the  mercy  of  bankers  and  ca- 
pitalists. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  not  now  reargue  the 
question;  but  he  adhered  to  the  views  and  argu- 
ments he  had  advanced  when  a treasury  note  bill 
was  under  discussion  at  a former  session. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole  to  the  senate;  and  immediately  read  a 
third  time;  and  the  question  being  on  its  present 
passage. 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  and  stated  his  objections  to  the 
bill  on  the  grounds  of  unconstitutionality,  and  inex- 
pediency. He  believed  there  was  no  authority 
whatever,  in  the  constitution  for  the  issue  of  these 
notes;  and  that  they  were  designed  to  lead  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a government  bank;  and  a perma- 
nent treasury  currency;  and  would  stimulate  pro- 


digality and  profusion.  He  had  expressed  his  ob- 
jections, at  a former  session,  at  large,  to  this  trea- 
sury note  system;  and  he  would  now  only  repeat, 
that  acknowledging  the  necessities  of  the  govern- 
ment, no  necessity  whatever  would  induce  him  to 
vote  for  this  bill. 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  called  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  made  some  ob- 
servations on  the  exceptionable  character  of  the 
measure,  but  avow'ed  his  willingness  to  vote  for  it, 
with  the  understanding,  however,  that  he  would 
never  be  looked  to  as  being  in  favor  of  a bill  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  Buchanan  declared  that  nothing  would  in- 
duce him  to  vote  for  the  bill  but  the  belief  that  the 
money  required  could  be  raised  in  another  way. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  iollows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cutlibert,  Dixon,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Phelps,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Merrick,  Preston,  White — 7. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  31.  During  the  morning  a number  of  pe- 
titions and  memorials  were  presented. 

Mr.  Linn  horn  the  select  committee  on  the  Ore- 
gon territory,  to  which  vvas  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  18th  December  last,  reported  a substitute 
therefor;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  substitute  asserts  the  title  of  the  U.  States; 
authorises  the  president  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  resident 
thereon,  and  to  erect  a line  of  military  posts  from 
Fort  Leavenworth  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  lor  the 
protection  of  Indian  traders;  provides  that  when  the 
boundaries  are  settled,  one  thousand  acres  of  land 
shall  be  granted  to  each  white  male  inhabitant  of 
eighteen  years  of  age;  and  for  the  appointment  of 
an  additional  Indian  agent. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  time  since  by  Mr. 
Lumpkin,  fixing  the  adjournment  of  congress  on  the 
ISth  May,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Lumpkin  hoped  that  a vote  might  be  taken 
on  the  resolution.  His  own  opinion  on  the  subject 
was  unchanged,  and  lie  believed,  as  he  had  former- 
ly taken  occasion  to  say,  that  the  business  of  the 
country  would  be  greatly  accelerated  if  a definite 
day  was  fixed  lor  the  adjournment.  He  w as  aware 
that  a majority  of  the  senate  differed  with  him  as 
to  the  time  mentioned;  but  if  it  was  too  early,  the 
resolution  might  be  amended  so  as  to  fix  it  at  a 
more  remote  day;  but  he  hoped  that  some  day  would 
be  designated. 

Mr.  Norvell  thought  that  congress  could  not  with 
propriety  fix  a day  for  adjournment  until  intelli- 
gence was  received  of  the  ac  tion  of  the  British  go- 
vernment on  the  propositions  submitted  to  her  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  question.  Willi  a view, 
however,  of  disposing  ot  this  matter  lor  the  pre- 
sent, he  would  move  that  the  resolution,  with  the 
bill,  introduced  by  him  some  days  since,  fixing  the 
day  of  the  meeting  for  the  next  session,  be  refeired 
to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  agreed  with  the  senator 
from  Georgia  on  this  subject,  and  had  voted  with 
him  throughout.  His  legislative  experience,  which 
vvas  not  short,  had  taught  him  that  seldom  was  there 
a determined  purpose’evinced  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  congress  until  a day  was  fixed  for  the  close 
of  the  session.  As  to  the  question  of  this  north- 
eastern boundary, the  British  government  last  July, 
(he  spoke  Irom  recollection),  submitted  a proposi- 
tion to  this  government  for  its  settlement.  This 
not  proving  satisfactory,  our  government  submit- 
ted to  the  British  government  a counter  projet,  to 
which,  as  yet,  no  answer  has  been  received.  He 
was  very  glad  to  learn  from  the  communication  of 
the  British  minister,  which  was  read  in  this  body 
on  Thursday  last,  though  he  did  not  like  the  temper 
displayed  in  that  paper,  that  an  answmr  mi  Hit  be 
shortly  expected.  When  the  expected  answer  to 
our  counter  projet  is  received,  we  will  see  day- 
light on  this  question.  We  will  then  be  informed 
whether  the  British  government  accedes  to  the  pro- 
position, and  is  disposed  to  settle  it  amicably,  or 
whether  she  refuses,  and  in  that  event  we  will 
know  what  we  have  to  do.  He  was  not  willing  to 
vote  for  fixing  the  18th  of  May  as  the  day  ot  ad- 
journment, but  that  he  thought  tiiat  in  all  human 
probability  the  reply  of  the  British  government 
would  be  received  before  the  first  of  June.  Should 
that  answ'er  be  unpropitious,  which  heaven  forbid, 
we  can  postpone  it  until  such  measures  can  be 
passed  as  we  may  deem  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  having  acceded  to  the  modification 
of  his  resolution,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Buchanan. 
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Mr.  Allen  said  he  would  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration,  or  any  other  proposing 
to  fix  a day  tor  the  adjournment  of  congress,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  toreign  relations.  He  would 
consider  a vote  fixing  a day  of  adjournment,  at  the 
present  moment,  when  we  are  in  expectation  of  the 
receipt  of  important  intelligence  from  Great  Britain, 
as  equivalent  to  the  declaration  that  we  deemed  the 
anticipated  answer  of  the  British  government  as  of 
no  moment,  whereas  that  answer  might  involve  us 
in  the  most  serious  difliulties  with  that  power. 

Mr.  Benton  warmly  opposed  the  resolution. — 
While  the  question  with  England  wore  its  present 
aspect,  he  deemed  it  neither  wise  nor  politic  to 
discuss  an  adjournment.  It  looked  like  saying  we 
would  do  nothing  to  defend  ourselves,  and  thereby 
would  encourage  and  embolden  the  power  whose  pre- 
parations now  menace  us.  It  would  operate  as  an 
encouragement  to  G.  Britain  to  continue  to  push  us; 
to  continue  to  press  and  bear  upon  us:  and  Irom  that 
measure  collision  and  explosion  might  ensue.  He 
was  for  deferring  the  question  of  adjournment  until 
the  public  business  was  attended  to,  and  especially 
until  the  question  with  England  changed  its  aspect. 

Mr.  Benton  also  dwelt  on  the  preparations,  he  al- 
leged, had  been  made,  and  were  now  making  by 
England.  The  senate  some  days  since  passed  a 
resolution  which  was  offered  by  the  senator  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Norvell],  calling  on  the  secretary 
of  war  for  such  information  as  he  possessed  re- 
lative to  warlike  preparations  by  a neighboring  na- 
tion on  the  northern  and  northeastern  frontier.  The 
reply  to  that  tesolution  has  not  yet  been  received, 
but  every  senator  is  aware  that  extensive  prepara- 
tions are  going  on  along  the  whole  line  of  our 
northern  frontier— from  Lake  Superior  to  Passa- 
maquoddy  bay.  That  along  this  whole  line,  the 
British  government  are  not  only  constructing  per- 
manent fortifications,  which  every  nation  has  an 
unquestioned  right  to  do,  but  that  she  is  also  con- 
structing field  works,  which  imply  approaching 
operations,  and  which,  under  the  laws  of  nations, 
we  had  a right  to  demand  what  occasion  they  were 
intended  for.  But  we  need  not  confine  our  obser- 
vation to  our  northern  frontier  for  signs  of  warlike 
preparation,  but  we  may  look  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  that  important  portion  of  our  territory 
which  my  friend  and  colleague,  [Mr.  Linn ] so  ap- 
propriately and  perseveringly  endeavors  to  turn  our 
attention  to.  Not  only  to  tire  mouth  of  this  impor- 
tant river,  but  to  the  Bermudas,  may  our  attention 
be  turned  to  the  warlike  preparations  that  are  being 
made.  We  can  also  point  to  the  Bahamas — to  the 
greatly  increased  facility  of  communication  between 
Great  Britain  and  Halifax — to  the  concentration  of 
troops  in  provinces  bordering  on  our  frontier;  all 
exhibited  evidences  of  preparing  for  a state  of  hos- 
tilities. 

He  repeated,  that  under  these  ciicumstances,  he 
was  not  tor  adjourning,  or  even  discussing  the 
question  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Nowell,  who  wished  to  be  informed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
report,  at  a day  not  very  remote,  a bill  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Mr.  Benton  said  an  answer  to  this  question  was 
intended  in  his  previous  remarks.  The  committee 
had  delayed  their  action  until  a report  from  one  of 
the  departments,  which  was  expected  at  an  early 
day,  should  be  received. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Prentiss  in  favor 
of  the  resolution: 

Mr.  Linn  said,  as  hi3  constituents  had  a right  to 
know  his  reasons  for  voting  against  this  resolution, 
he  would  brietiy  state  them.  If  he  was  asked  will 
congress  be  ready  to  adjourn  on  the  1st  June,  he 
would  answer  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  L.  then  adverted  to  the  amount  of  private 
business  before  them,  and  said  that,  independent  of 
any  extraneous  matters,  and  leaving  entirely  out 
of  view  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  foreign  r e- 
lations adverted  to  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Benton,  it 
was  not  probable  they  would  be  ready  lor  adjourn- 
ment at  the  time  designated.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  L. 
industriously  set  about  doing  the  business  before 
us,  and  when  we  see  our  way  through  it,  let  us 
then  fix  a day  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  Tullinadge  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution.  It  was  fixing  a day  much 
earlier  than  usual,  when,  owing  to  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  the  other  branch  of  congress,  the  public 
business  was  several  weeks  behind  its  usual  state 
of  forwardness  at  this  period  of  the  season.  He 
was  for  remaining  here  until  the  public  business  was 
perfected,  or  otherwise  all  the  time  spent  in  ma- 
turing it  would  go  for  nothing.  He  alluded  to  the 
necessity  of  passing  a bankrupt  law,  which  had 
been  so  loudly  called  for  by  the  community,  and  on 


which  there  was  such  a perfect  unanimity  of  senti- 
ment. He  was  willing  to  remain  here  until  all  the 
business  that  was  before  them  was  perfected  and 
disposed  of,  and  he  considered  that  to  be  the  true 
economy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  reso- 
lution on  the  t able,  arid  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
ayes  23,  noes  17,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Grundy,  Linn,  IVJerrick,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Pierce, 
Porter,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan, 
White,  Wright  and  Young — -23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Sevier, 
Southard — 17. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
was  then  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  to  strike 
out  the  two  per  cent,  clause. 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  senate  at  length  in  op- 
position lo  the  amendment,  and  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Phelps,  in  reply, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  support  of  tile  bili. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  a modification 
of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama; 
pending  the  consideration  of  which  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

April  1.  A.  great  number  of  petitions  and  me- 
morials were  presented  to  the  senate  to-day  praying 
for  the  passage  of  a law,  establishing  a uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  for  the  whole  union. 

Mr.  White,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Young,  of  Illi- 
nois, both  spoke  of  the  strong  interest  felt  by  the 
citizens  of  those  states  respectively  on  this  subject, 
and  expressed  their  earnest  wishes  for  the  speedy 
action  of  the  senate  on  a bill  for  the  purpose. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mass,  the  bill  which 
has  passed  the  senate,  and  was  slightly  amended  by 
(he  house,  providing  for  remitting  the  penalties  upon 
vessels  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries,  was  taken 
up;  the  amendment  of  the  house  was  concurred  in; 
and  the  bill  thus  passed  from  the  consideration  oi 
congress. 

Mr.  Allen  asked  the  chairman  o(  the  committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  if  he  intended  soon  to 
bring  forward  any  measure  on  the  subject  ol  the 
banks  ot  this  District,  which  had  petitioned  for  a re- 
newal of  their  charters.  Those  charters  expire  in 
J uly  next,  and  as  the  subject  would  lead  to  discus- 
sion, be  thought  the  measure  intended  should  be  pre- 
sented as  early  as  possible.  The  questions  involv- 
ed, he  thought,  were  vital  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Merrick,  (chairman  of  the  District  commit- 
tee), replied  that  the  subject  had  been  utider  their 
consideration  for  some  time;  and  that  he  would,  on 
an  early  day,  bring  in  a bill  for  the  extension  of  the 
charters  of  the  banks.  The  committee  would  wish 
the  attention  of  the  senate  to  be  drawn  to  the  ques- 
tion; and  that  the  whole  subject  should  be  care- 
fully considered  and  fully  discussed.  He  could  as- 
sure the  senator  from  Ohio  there  would  be  no  delay 
on  his  part. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate,  a com- 
munication from  the  war  department,  enclosing  cer- 
tain correspondence  between  the  government  and 
the  Cherokee  delegation. 

After  the  consideration  of  some  private  bills,  the 
senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Cumber  land 
road  bill,  which  was  again  debated  until  alter  4 
o’clock  on  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama;  Messrs.  Clay,  of 'Kentucky,  Preston,  Web- 
ster, Young,  Calhoun  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  parti- 
cipating in  the  debate.  The  subject  will  be  resum- 
ed to-morrow. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr. 
Norvell  making  inquires  as  to  the  military  and  naval 
preparations  in  progress  along  our  northern  and 
northeastern  frontier.  The  communication  states, 
in  a letter  from  general  Winfield  Scott,  that  the  Bri- 
tish now  have  20,000  of  their  best  regular  troops 
in  their  provinces,  one-third  of  which  force  ha3  ar- 
rived there  since  the  spring  of  1838;  but  does  not 
mention  any  great  increase  of  fortifications. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given 
two  days  ago,  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  estab- 
lish a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States. 

I do  not  offer  this  bill  (said  Mr.  Webster)  in  com- 
petition with  any  other  which  is,  or  may  be,  framed 
by  the  appropriate  committee,  or  by  any  member 
of  the  senate.  All  I hope,  and  all  I desire  is,  to 
contribute  what  may  be  in  my  power  to  the  general 
progress  and  success  of  the  measure.  I propose  to 
refer  this  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
which  has  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  has 
not  yet  reported.  If  it  shall  meet  the  approbation 


of  the  committee,  they  will  of  course  report  it;  if 
they  see  grounds  for  amending  it,  they  will  doubt- 
less amend  it;  and  if  they  only  find  portions  of  it 
useful,  my  purpose  will  still  have  been  answered. 

This  bili,  Mr.  President,  is  short.  It  consists 
only  of  thirteen  sections,  and  some  of  these  not  long 
sections.  Yet  I think  it  embraces  all  that  is  essen- 
tially necessary.  I have  studied  brevity  and  dis- 
tinctness in  the  law;  and  I have  studied  cheapness 
and  despatch  in  the  system.  So  far  as  I have  not 
accomplished  these  ends,  so  far  I have  failed  in  my 
design.  I have  looked  carefully  through  the  recent 
British  statutes,  and  the  principal  commentaries  on 
those  statutes,  and  through  the  insolvent  laws  of 
several  of  the  states;  and  have  taken  information 
and  advice  at  the  highest  sources  to  which  I have 
had  access. 

The  bill  provides  for  cases  of  bankruptcy,  volun- 
tary and  involuntary. 

It  provides  for  cases  of  present  insolvency,  and 
for  those  of  future  insolvency. 

It  does  away  with  all  prelerences  hereafter  to  be 
made,  but  takes  no  notice  of  such  as  may  have  here- 
tofore been  made. 

And  it  contains,  as  I hope  will  be  found,  short  and 
plain  provisions  for  the  distribution  of  the  estates 
of  insolvents  among  their  honest  creditors  in  pro- 
portion lo  their  debts,  and  for  accomplishing  this 
distribution  quickly,  and  without  expense. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

Tire  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  arid 
afterwards  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , March  26.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Duncan, 
the  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  speaker  laid  bpfore  the  house  the  following 
message  and  documents,  viz: 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  in  compliance  w it h a resolution  of  the  house, 
communicating  a report  from  the  secretaries  of  state, 
treasury,  war  and  navy,  relative  to  the  post  office 
building,  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  architect 
and  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings,  &c.  &c. 

A report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
compliance  of  a resolution  ofthe  24th  ult.  calling  for 
information  of  the  omission  to  issue  patents  to  pur- 
chasers of  land  in  St.  Helena  or  Greensbury  dis- 
trict in  Louisiana;  and  also  for  a report  of  appro- 
priations which  have  been  or  are  proposed  to  be 
made  for  prosecuting  or  completing  surveys  of  land 
in  Louisiana,  and  particularly  in  the  aforesaid  dis- 
trict. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
a report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
communicating  information  called  for  by  a resolu- 
tion of  the  tiouse  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  had 
tinder  the  first  and  second  provisions  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  1st  November,  1837,  with  the 
Winnebagoes. 

Also,  certain  packages  of  testimony  in  relation 
to  the  New  Jersey  election,  which,  after  some  con- 
versation between  Mr.  Medill  and  Mr.  Rice  Gar- 
land, were,  on  motion  of  the  latter  gentleman  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
reported,  without  amendment,  the  senate  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and  transfer 
of  the  public  revenue;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  in  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore 
given,  asked  leave  to  report  a bill  providing  fora 
survey  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  through  the  state  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Dawson  ob- 
jected. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  heretofore 
reported  bvMr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from 
the  committee  of  elections,  to  print  all  the  testimo- 
ny in  relation  to  the  contested  election  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey;  to  which  resolution  an  amendment 
had  been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Rice  Garland 
to  print  the  testimony  received  since  the  report  of 
the  said  committee  was  made. 

Mr.  Bolls  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks, 
after  which  Mr.  Andrejm,  of  Kentucky,  said  that, 
satisfied  that  this  house  had  occupied  fully  enough 
of  its  time  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  he 
would  move  the  previous  question. 

Messrs.  Rives,  Chapman,  Medill  and  Campbell  se- 
verally appealed  to  Mr.  A.  to  withdraw  the  motion. 
[Here  the  cries  were  loud — “vote  it  down — vote  it 
down.”]  Mr.  Andrews  said  that  from  the  appeal 
made  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
(Mr.  Campbell),  he  would  withdraw'  the  call  for 
the  previous  question.  And  it  was  accordingly  with- 
drawn. 

The  speaker  thereupon  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Me- 
dill. Mr.  Alford  rose  to  a point  of  order.  Had  not 
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the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Medill)  spoke  three 
or  (our  times.  The  speo/rcrsaid  the  gentleman  lrom 
Ohio  had  not  spoke  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Medill  (a  member  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions) then  proceeded  to  addiess  the  house  in  re- 
ference to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  and  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Bolls.  Mr.  M.  proceeded  until  the 
morning  hour  had  elapsed,  when  Mr.  Joiies,  ot  Vir- 
ginia, moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Black,  from  the  select  committee  heretofore 
appointed  on  the  public  punting,  asked  leave  to 
make  a report;  stating  that  though  this  report  was 
made  a special  order,  and  was  to  take  precedence 
of  all  other  business, ) et  he  did  not  desire  to  present 
it  now  for  the  purpose  of  debate,  but  only  in  order 
that  he  might  present  a resolution,  as  he  had  been 
instructed  by  the  committee  to  do. 

Mr.  Jones  said  the  report  could  be  made  to-mor- 
row morning.  He  was  desirous  r.ot  to  lose  a mo- 
ment in  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  treasury 
note  bill. 

Mr.  Black  said  his  only  object  now  was  to  have 
the  resolution  adopted,  and  to  relieve  himself  from 
any  imputation  of  negligence  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty;  the  report  having  been  looked  for  with 
much  anxiety.  The  resolution  was  then  read.  It 
provides  that  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  mino- 
rity, together  with  all  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  committee,  and  the  journal,  shall  be  printed  for 
tiie  use  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Black  said  the  report  of  the  minority,  he  be- 
lieved, was  not  yet  completed,  but  would  be  in  the 
course  of  a lew  hours;  and  when  it  came  in,  it  could 
be  printed  with  the  others. 

The  speaker  said  the  report  w'as  made  a special 
order;  but  that,  by  general  consent,  the  printing 
might  be  ordered,  and  the  further  consideration  be 
laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  did  not  object,  he  said,  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  But  he  would  inquire 
whether  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Black ) 
had  reported  on  that  branch  of  the  subject  which 
related  to  the  separation  of  the  patronage  of  the 
government  from  the  political  press  of  the  country? 
because,  in  this  matter,  regard  should  be  had,  in 
some  measure,  to  the  report  of  the  minority.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  had  prepared  a report  of  the  minority  on 
this  branch  ol  the  subject,  to  be  presented  when- 
ever the  report  of  the  majority  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Black  said  the  gentleman  knew,  as  well  as 
himself,  that  the  question  of  separating  the  patron- 
age of  the  government  fimn  the  political  press,  had 
not  been  definitely  acted  upon  in  committee — that 
the  committee  had  been  laboriously  engaged  in  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  inquiry,  and  that  it  would  have 
been  physically  incompetent  for  them  to  have  in- 
vestigated the  branch  of  the  subject  alluded  to,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  have  done  their  duty  in  other 
matters.  The  committee  were  not  yet  prepared  to 
report  on  that  branch,  but  they  would  make  a report 
in  time  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Graves  suggested  that  the  question  of  the 
separation  of  the  public  printing  from  the  political 
press,  was  the  principal  subject  referred  to  the  com- 
miltee. 

Mr.  Black  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken;  such 
was  not  the  fact. 

The  speaker  suggested  that  the  matter,  if  laid 
over,  by  general  consent,  would  come  up  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  Black  said  he  would  only  say,  in  justification 
of  himself,  that  the  first  subject  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee was  as  to  the  prices  paid  lor  the  public  print- 
ing. The  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  by  which 
the  committee  was  raised  related  toother  matters. 

The  resolution  (above  stated)  was  then,  by  ge- 
neral consent,  agreed  to;  with  the  understanding 
that  the  clerk  should  receive  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority, when  ready,  and  have  it  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  the 
chair),  on  the  bill  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  Montgomery  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  an 
amendment  which  he  proposed,  when  in  order,  to 
offer,  and  which  was  read  for  information. 

[It  proposes  to  restrict  the  lowest  denomination 
of  notes  to  ten  dollars  instead  of  lift}',  as  proposed 
by  the  bill.] 

Mr.  Duncan  [who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday] 
proceeded  in  his  remarks,  and  brought  his  speech 
to  a close  about  twenty  minutes  before  five  o’clock. 

During  the  latter  part  of  it,  something  was  said  by 
him  on  Mr.  Adams'  resolution  respecting  the  blood- 
hounds, which  called  up  that  gentleman,  not  in 
reply  to  Mr.  D.  but  in  comment  upon  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  secretary  of  war  on  that  subject,  on 
which  he  expressed  his  purpose  to  speak  at  a future 
time. 


He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Underwood,  who,  after  a 
short  speech,  offered  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  go- 
ing to  prohibit  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from 
making  a deposite  of  the  treasury  notes  in  a bank, 
to  be  checked  against  by  him,  allowing  the  bank  to 
draw  the  interest;  or  from  using  these  notes  in  any 
other  manner  as  a means  of  raising  a loan  thereon, 
or  exposing  them  to  sale;  but  requiring  him  to  issue 
them  to  none  but  bona  fide  creditors  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  addressed  the  committee  till  ten  minutes  past 
six  o’clock,  when  he  concluded  by  offering,  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill,  a provision  authorising 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the 
United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania  held  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  best  mar- 
ket price,  and  to  place  the  same  to  the  credit  of 
Ihe  treasurer  of  the  United  States — the  issue  ol 
treasury  notes  under  the  bill  to  be  diminished  in  a 
proportionate  amount  to  that  raised  by  said  sale. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery, who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  until  eight 
o’clock. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Tillir.ghast, 
R.  Gurlund,  Graves  and  others,  when  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Mississippi,  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which 
was  taken  Dy  tellers,  [Messrs.  Carter  and  Weller ], 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  85,  nays  44;  and 
the  coinmiltee  rose. 

A motion  was  then  made  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  for  to  morrow;  but  this  was  found 
to  come  in  conflict  with  a previous  special  order 
heretofore  made,  and  taking  precedence  of  all  other 
business,  to  wit:  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
no  the  public  printing. 

It  appearing  that  the  report,  documents  and  jour- 
nal, of  the  committee,  &.c.  would  take  some  lime  in 
printing  [as  ordered  this  day]  for  the  use  of  the 
house.  The  said  report,  on  motion,  was  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  ot  next  week. 

And  the  treasury  note  bill  was  then  made  the 
special  order  for  to-morrow  [Friday]  at  12  o’clock, 
to  take  precedence  of  all  other  business. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  27.  Mr.  Howard,  of  Indiana,  rose 
and  asked  leave  to  correct  a statement  made  in  a 
certain  document  respecting  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  Indiana;  and  he  quoted  a corres- 
pondence with  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  show- 
ing that  a mistake  of  a clerk  had  led  to  ttie  state- 
ment that  the  salary  of  that  officer  is  $1,214. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  called  for  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  consideration  of  the  treasury  note 
bill. 

The  house  thereupon  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Dawson  in 
the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  that 
bill. 

Mr.  Graves  took  the  floor,  and  went  at  large  into 
a speech,  in  the  course  of  w hich  he  touched  on  va- 
rious topics  more  or  less  connected  with  the  bill, 
but  in  which  great  latitude  of  remark  was  permit- 
ted. Mr.  G.  concluded  his  remarks  at  a quarter  to 
four  o’clock. 

After  which,  Mr.  Black  made  some  explanations 
in  vindication  of  his  course  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  public  printer,  &c. 

The  chair  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr,  Everett, 
who  yielded  it  for  the  moment  to  Mr.  Pickens, 
who  replied  at  some  length  to  certain  portions 
of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Graves,  in  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  reviewed,  with  some  severity,  the  po- 
litical course  of  Mr.  P.  and  his  associates. 

Mr.  Everett  said  he  had  yielded  the  floor  for  ex- 
planation, not  for  a palmetto  speech.  Mr.  E.  again 
yielded  to  Mr.  Graves,  who  replied  briefly  to  Mr. 
Pickens,  after  which  Mr.  Everett  took  the  floor,  and 
made  a lew  remarks  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  Pickens  last  evening,  as  to  Ihe  critical  condition 
of  our  foreign  relations.  Mr.  E.  (a  member  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs)  expressed  his  decided 
conviction  that  there  was  no  immediate  cause  for 
the  apprehension  of  hostilities  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Fisher  made  a few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bell  followed  in  some  remarks,  directed 
chiefly  to  the  condition  of  the  Western  frontier. 

The  debate  was  continued  (in  various  torms)  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maine,  Monroe,  Davis,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Morgan,  Cooper  Davis,  of  Indiana,  Cushing, 
Belt,  Ramsey  and  Alford. 

The  debate  on  the  bill  having  now  closed,  and 
loud  cries  lor  the  question  resounding  from  all  quar- 
ters of  the  hall,  the  bill  was  read  preparatory  to 
taking  a vote  on  each  of  the  several  amendments 
which  had  been  offered. 


The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  amend- 
ment ofieied  by  Mr.  Habersham,  was  rejected  with- 
out a count. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment 
was  negatived,  ayes  G9,  noes  90. 

The  different  amendments  offered  by  Messrs. 
Barnard,  Crubb,  Projfil,  Cooper,  Curlis  and  King 
were  also  rejected. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  then  offered  the  following 
amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

“Be  il  further  enacted,  That  an  account  shall  be 
kept  in  the  treasurer’s  office  of  each  note  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  the  number 
of  times  each  note  shall  be  re-issued;  also,  of  each 
note  that  shall  be  issued  in  the  place  ol  a note  pre- 
viously issued.” 

Alter  a few'  remarks  from  Mr.  Rice  Garland  and 
Mr.  Jones,  the  question  was  taken  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  committee  (at  nine 
o’clock)  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

Thereupon  Mr.  Eastman  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  w as  seconded,  Mr.  Proj^i/demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Raridcn,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  speaker  if  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken  if  it  would 
cut  off  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  ( Mr.  Pr< fill) 
appropriating  four  hundred  and  (illy  thousand  dol- 
lars lor  Ihe  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois?  The  speaker  answered, 
it  would  cut  ofl  all  amendments. 

Mr.  R.  said  the  real  friends  of  the  road  would 
understand  it  then.  And  the  question  was  then 
taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  105, 
noes  79.  So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
now  taken. 

Mr.  Van derpoel  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading,  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  1 15,  noes  76. 

I So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a third 
reading.  And  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  at  this  time;  and  having  been  read, 
and  the  question  being  on  its  final  passage,  Mr. 
Proffil  moved  to  recommit  it  with  instructions  to 
inquue  in*o  the  expediency  of  inserting  an  amend- 
ment appropriating  $450,900  for  the  continuation 
of  the  Cumberland  road  through  the  states  of  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon. 

Mr.  Banks  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded.  Mr.  Goode  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas  106, 
nays  65.  So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Biddle  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  w hich  was  ordered.  And  the  main  ques- 
tion “shall  the  bill  pass?”  was  then  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  yeas  110,  r.avs  66,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Judson  Allen,  Hugh  J. 
Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black, 
Blackwell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown, 
Burke,  W.  O.  Butler,  Bynum,  John  Campbell,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  M. 
A.  Cooper.  William  R.  Cooper,  Ci arv,  Cross,  Dana,  T. 
Davee,  J.  W.  Davis,  Dickerson,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Floyd,  Galbraith,  Hemmond, 
Hand,  J.  Hastings,  Hawkins,  J.  Hill,  of  N.  Carolina, 
Hillen,  Holleman,  Holmes,  How  ard,  Hubbard,  Jack- 
son,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Natha- 
niel Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Iveim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lead- 
better.  Leet.  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClel- 
lan, McCulluh,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller, 
Montanya,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris,  New  hard,  Nis- 
bet,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Prentiss,  Ramsey, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  J.  Rogers, 
Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, Steenrod,  Strong,  Sum'er,  Swearingen,  Swe- 
ney,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  P.  F.  Thomas.  J.  Thompson, 
Turney,  Vanderpoel,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Walterson,  Wel- 
ler, Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams.  Worthing- 
ton—1 10.  s 

NAY S— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Baker, 
Bell,  Biddle,  Butts,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carter,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Jas.  Cooper,  Corwin,  Crahb,  Cranston, 
Curtis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Dillett,  Rice  Garland, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Graves,  Green, 
Habersham.  YV.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes,  John  Hill,  of  Va. 
Huffman,  Hopkins,  James,  Kempshall,  King,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Naylor, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Pope,  Proffit,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Ray- 
nor, Ridgeway,  Saltonstall,  Slade,  Trueman  Smith, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddv  Thompson.  Til- 
linghast,  Triplett,  Warren,  John  While,  Thus.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams — 66. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Rhclt  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  which  motion 
the  speaker  announced  to  have  been  lost,  there  be- 
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ing  no  quorum  voting.  And,  at  half  past  10  o’clock, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  23.  Mr.  W.  Thompson  gave 
notice  that  he  would,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan)  came  into  the  hall,  ask  the 
house  to  allow  him  five  minutes  lor  a personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  by  leave,  presented  a memorial  of 
Benjamin  Homans  and  Alfred  B.  Claxton,  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  setting  forth  that  they  contract- 
ed with  the  department  of  state  to  print  and  bind 
the  last  Biennial  Register,  (or  Blue  Book),  and 
gave  bond,  with  surety,  for  the  execution  of  the 
contract;  that  they  were  unable  to  execute  the 
same,  and  that  a new  contract  was  made  with  ano 
ther  person;  that  no  loss  whatsoever  accrued  to  the 
United  Slates  by  their  failure;  and  praying  to  be 
relieved  from  the  penalty  of  their  bond. 

Mr.  Lincoln  also  presented,  by  leave,  a memorial 
of  Edward  S.  Wright,  surety  of  the  above  named 
Homans  and  Claxton,  praying  to  be  exonerated 
from  his  liability  as  surety  in  the  bond  above  men- 
tioned. 

Both  of  these  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Iowa,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
heretofore  given,  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a 
bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in  and  to  the 
territory  of  Iowa,  and  to  discontinue  certain  routes 
therein  mentioned;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Howard,  by  leave,  presented  a petition  of 
citizens  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  settlers  on  public 
lands,  praying  that  the  laws  granting  pre-emption 
rights  to  settlers  may  be  so  amended  as  to  cover 
their  respective  cases;  which  petition  w7as  referred 
to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  on  leave,  made  certain  explanations 
in  reply  to  personal  remarks  made  in  committee 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Morgan. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
executive  communications,  viz: 

].  A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  enclos- 
ing a report,  under  an  order  of  the  house  of  the  23d 
instant,  showing  the  causes  and  extent  of  the  deten- 
tion of  the  mail,  and  the  irregularity  of  its  convey- 
ance between  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  and  Bridge- 
port, in  the  state  of  Ohio;  and  stating  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  best  means  of  remedying  the  evil, 
would  be  a suitable  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river. 

2.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmit- 
ting the  reports,  plans  and  estimates  for  the  con- 
struction of  a harbor  at  Racine,  on  Lake  Michigan, 
called  for  on  the  9th  instant. 

3.  A packet  containing  depositions  in  relation  to 
the  New  Jersey  election;  which  was  oidered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  heretofore 
reported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from 
the  committee  of  elections,  to  print  all  the  testimony 
in  relation  to  the  contested  election  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey;  to  which  resolution  an  amendment 
had  been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Rice  Garland 
to  print  the  testimony  received  since  the  report  of 
the  said  committee  was  made. 

Mr.  Me  dill  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed the  house  during  the  morning  hour,  and  had 
not  concluded  when,  the  hour  having  elapsed,  the 
house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the 
consideration  of  bills  on  the  private  calendar;  when 
a number  of  engrossed  bills  were  taken  up,  read  the 
third  time  and  passed,  and  others  postponed  till 
Saturday  next. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  re- 
mit duties  upon  certain  goods  destroyed  by  fire  at 
the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
December,  1835,”  passed  July  7,  1838,  was  post- 
poned to  Saturday,  4th  April, 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

[Select  committee  to  inquire  into  alledged  abuses  of 
the  franking  privilege — Messrs.  Chittenden,  Howard 
and  Saltonstall. 

Select  committee  on  the  expediency  of  farther  legis- 
lation concerning  returns  of  members  of  congress — 
Messrs.  Triplett,  J.  Q.  Adams,  Bell,  Casey,  Keim, 
McCarty,  Jameson,  Peck  and  Eastman. 

Select  committee  on  the  delivery  of  stationery  to  per- 
sons not  entitled  to  it — Messrs.  Weller,  W.  C.  John- 
son and  Steenrod.] 

Monday,  March  30.  Mr.  King,  of  Ga.  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  have  the  journal  corrected  by  in- 
serting his  name  among  the  negatives  on  the  treasury 
note  bill.  He  had  voted,  but,  in  the  confusion,  his 
response  had  not  been  heard  by  the  clerk. 

This  being  petition  day,  the  chair  stated  that,  on 
the  last  petition  day,  an  appeal  was  pending,  which 
had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Mums ) from  a decision  of  the  chair:  the 
decision  was,  that  when  a member  presented  abo- 


lition petitions,  which,  under  a rule  of  the  house, 
could  not  be  received,  it  was  not  in  order  for  him  to 
move  that  the  fact  of  their  presentation  should  be 
recorded  on  the  journal.  And  on  the  appeal  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Andrews)  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Andrews,  after  a few  prefatory  words,  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  appeal. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  put  and  carried,  and 
the  main  question  being  on  sustaining  the  decision 
of  the  chair,  it  was  carried  without  a count. 

The  chair  then  resumed  the  call  for  petitions, 
commencing,  where  the  house  had  left  off  on  last 
petition  day,  with  the  state  of  New  York. 

Memorials  were  thereupon  presented  by  Messrs. 
Hoffman,  Fillmore,  Russell,  Hunt,  Curtis,  Chittenden 
and  Gates. 

Mr.  Gules  presented  a memorial  against  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  extend- 
ing, as  the  reporter  understood,  to  the  community 
generally;  and  moved  its  reference  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  its  reference  to  a se- 
lect committee,  the  yeas  were  47,  nays  67.  No 
quorum  having  voted,  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Ramsey  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  so  much 
of  the  memorial  as  referred  to  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  in  the  army  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs;  so  much  as  related  to  its  use  in  the 
navy  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  alfairs; 
and  the  residue  of  the  memorial  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

The  petition,  occasioning  debate,  was,  under  the 
rule  to  that  effect,  laid  over. 

Mr.  Gales  stated  that  he  had  a large  number  of 
abolition  petitions,  the  reception  of  which  was,  as 
he  understood,  prohibited  by  the  rules  of  the  house: 
he  considered  it  his  duty,  nevertheless,  to  present 
them:  and  moved  that  the  fact  of  their  presentation 
be  recorded  on  the  journal. 

The  chair  pronounced  the  motion  not  to  be  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Adams  said  there  was  before  the  house  an 
appeal  from  that  decision  of  the  chair.  [Mr.  A. 
had  not  been  in  his  seat  when  his  appeal  was  this 
morning  decided.]  He  insisted  that  no  rule  of  the 
house  did,  or  could,  preclude  a member  from  pre- 
senting memorials  with  which  he  had  been  charged. 
Tile  house  had  resolved  that  no  abolition  memo- 
rials should  be  received;  but  this  did  not  interfere 
with  the  right,  nor  with  the  sacred  duty  of  their 
presentation:  and  if  they  were  presented,  the  fact 
of  their  presentation  must  go  on  the  journal.  If  the 
house  should  decide  to  the  contrary,  what  possible 
remedy  had  any  member  against  an  arbitrary  deci- 
sion of  the  chair  that  a memorial  presented  by  him 
came  within  the  rule,  when  the  fact  might  be  other- 
wise? The  member  could  not  make  it  known  in  an 
authenthic  manner  to  the  petitioner  that  his  peti- 
tion had  ever  been  presented  at  all.  Mr.  A.  had 
many  petilions  in  his  possession,  some  of  which  be- 
longed, clearly,  to  the  class  which  tile  house  had 
resolved  not  to  receive;  but  others  of  them  did  not, 
in  bis  opinion,  belong  to  that  description  of  peti- 
tions, and  there  would  have  to  be  a decision  on  that 
point;  and  how  was  this  to  be  done  if  there  was  to 
be  tio  record?  The  rule  was  restrictive  of  one  of  the 
dearest  rights  of  men,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  rigid- 
ly interpreted. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  here  inquired  of  the 
chair  w hat  was  the  question  before  the  house? 

The  speaker  replied  that  there  was  no  question, 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  took  an 
appeal. 

Mr.  Adams.  I have  appealed  already,  and  my 
appeal  is  now  before  the  house. 

Chair.  The  appeal  of  the  gentleman  has  this  day 
been  decided,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  Adams.  It  must  have  been,  then,  during 
five  minutes  that  I w7as  absent  from  my  seat.  I 
shall  appeal  again.  My  rights  and  the  rightsof  my 
constituents  are  not  be  set  aside  in  this  way. 

Mr.  A.  took  an  appeal. 

The  speaker  read  the  decision  of  a former  speak- 
er [Mr.  Poik]  in  1S39. 

Mr.  Adams.  In  1839  the  present  rule  had  no  ex- 
istence. Abolition  memorials  were  then  received, 
and  they  were  entered  on  the  journal,  though  they 
were  afterwards  laid  on  the  table.  Now  they  are 
not  even  received.  A decision  in  1839  is  no  pre- 
cedent for  us  now.  .Are  we  to  have  nothing  enter- 
ed on  our  journal  but  what  suits  the  wishes  of  the 
majority?  If  you  will  not  allow  a petitioner  to  be 


heard  who  stands  at  your  door,  he  is  at  least  enti- 
tled lo  tlie  poor  privilege  of  having  the  fact  that  he 
did  petition  entered  on  the  journal  of  your  proceed- 
ings, and  what  the  house  did  or  did  not  do  in  re- 
ference to  his  request. 

Mr.  Ewe,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  previous 
question  on  the  appeal.  Mr.  Gales  explained.  He 
had  no  desire  that  these  memorials  should  be  spread 
.upon  the  journal,  but  only  that  their  presentation 
should  be"  noted.  The  question  was  put  on  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  put  ami 
carried,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained 
by  yeas  119,  nays  29. 

The  call  for  petitions  was  now'  resumed,  and  sun- 
dry memorials  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Fine, 
Kemble  and  Marvin. 

Mr.  Marvin,  among  others,  presented  a memo- 
rial remonstrating  against  the  rule  which  forbade 
the  reception  of  abolition  memorials.  Mr.  Craig, 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Mr.  James,  of  Penn, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  84,  nays  49.  So  the  me- 
morial was  laid  on  the  table. 

Further  memorials  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Morgan. 

Mr.  Morgan  having  presented  a memorial  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  within  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  chair  decided  that  it 
caine  within  the  rule,  and  could  not  be  received. 
From  this  decision  Mr.  Adams  appealed.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were  order- 
ed. Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  insisted  that  the  aboli- 
tion of  (lie  slave  trade  within  the  District  W’as  not 
mentioned  in  the  rule;  its  abolition  in  the  territo- 
ries was  indeed  expressly  named,  but  not  within 
tile  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  G.  was  entering  in- 
to a constitutional  argument,  when,  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Ga.  called  him  to  order.  Mr.  G.  resumed;  but, 
upon  bis  proceeding  to  compare  the  sale  of  slaves 
within  the  District  to  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  to 
gambling,  and  other  vices,  and  entering  upon  a 
consideration  of  the  morality  of  the  rule,  he  was 
called  to  order  by  the  speaker.  Mr.  G.  went  on  to 
argue  that  the  District  was  not  a territory  of  (he  U. 
States,  and  that  the  sale  of  slaves  might  as  well  be 
prohibited  as  slave  prisons,  and  the  inarching  of 
slaves  through  the  streets — at  which  lie  began  to 
express  iiis  horror,  when  lie  was  again  called  to  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Chapman  said  it  was  manifest  the  gentleman 
was  endeavoring,  under  color  of  supporting  the  ap- 
peal, to  make  an  abolition  speech;  if  that  was  what 
he  wanted,  let  his  ask  leave,  and  have  a vote  taken 
upon  his  request.  But,  as  lie  had  repeatedly  violat- 
ed order,  he  demanded  the  gentleman  should,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  in  that  case,  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Craig  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
Mr.  Adams'  appeal;  and  there  was  a second.  And 
tlie  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. — 
And  the  main  question,  shall  the  decision  cf'  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  93,  nays 
33.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented, 
to  wit:  by  Messrs.  Doig,  Strong,  Hand,  Chittenden', 
Floyd,  Earle,  Kempshall,  Brewster,  Dana  and  Palen. 

Mr.  Russell  presented  certain  joint  resolutions 
from  tlie  legislature  of  N.  York,  protesting  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  commonly  known  as  tile  Sub- 
treasury  bill,  and  moved  their  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union1,  to 
which  the  said  bill  had  been  referred.  Mr.  Ather- 
ton suggested  that  similar  resolutions  had  hereto- 
fore been  presented  by  a gentleman  from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Mitchell),  which  were  laid  over  for  debate. 

Mr.  Cushing  suggested,  as  a point  of  order,  whe- 
ther it  was  in  order  for  different  gentlemen,  from 
the  same  stale,  to  present  copies  of  the  same  reso- 
lutions. Some  conversation  ensued.  Mr.  Rtissell 
moved  the  printing  of  tlie  resolutions;  and,  giving 
rise  to  debate,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie 
over. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented 
from  Vermont,  by  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Hall,  Everett 
and  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  a petition  directed  to  two 
objects — the  one  to  the  foreign  slave  trade,  and  the 
other  praying  that  tlie  law  under  which,  when  cer- 
tain persons  are  arrested,  the  legal  presumption  is 
(hat  they  are  slaves,  and  when,  unless  proved  free, 
they  are  sold  to  defray  the  jail  fees,  may  he  so  al- 
tered that  the  presumption  shall  be  in  favor  of  their 
being  free.  The  question  was  raised  whether  the 
former  portion  of  the  petition  fell  under  the  reso- 
lution heretofore  adopted  in  relation  to  abolition 
memorials. 

The  chair  decided  that  both  parts  of  the  petition 
being  embraced  in  it,  they  fell  under  that  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  James  appealed  from  the  decision. 

A brief  debate  followed,  which  was  terminated 
by  the  previous  question. 
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The  main  question  (bring  on  the  appeal)  was  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  there  appeared  yeas  70, 
nays  42.  [No  quorum  voting] . 

A motion  was  made  (it  being  half  past  three 
o’clock)  that  the  house  adjourn;  which  was  decided 
(by  yeas  and  nays)  in  the  negative:  yeas  12,  nays 
116.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Adams  suggested  that,  as  a large  majority 
had  voted  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  the  question,  by  general  consent,  should  be 
taken  simply  by  division,  without  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays  a second  time.  Objection  was  made,  and 
thereupon  Mr.  James  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Petitions  ar.d  memorials  were  further  presented— 

From  Connecticut,  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Rockway , 
Stairs,  Trumbull,  Williams  and  Osborne. 

From  Rhode  Island,  by  Messrs.  TiUinghast  and 
Cranston. 

From  Massachusetts,  by  Messrs.  Reed,  Williams, 
Parmenter,  Briggs,  Sallonslall,  Cushing,  Calhoun, 
Baker,  Hastings  and  Adams. 

Mr  .Adams  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession  511 
petitions,  memorials  and  series  of  resolutions.  He 
proposed  to  send  them  all,  in  one  mass,  with  a list, 
to  the  clerk’s  table,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  speaker 
to  decide  what  should  be  done  w ith  them.  Such  of 
them  as  the  speaker  considered  within  the  rule 
adopted  at  this  session,  if  he  would  please  to  return 
them  to  Mr.  A.  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  keep  them  as  a 
treasure  to  descend  from  him  to  his  posterity.  Those 
which  the  speaker  might  consider  as  not  within  the 
rule,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  leave  it  with  the  speaker 
to  decide  whether  they  should  be  laid  on  the  table 
or  referred;  and,  if  referred,  to  what  committee  they 
should  go.  If  this  proposition  was  acceptable  to 
the  house,  Mr.  A.  would  give  them  no  further  trou- 
ble today. 

Some  objection  was  made,  when  on  motion  of 
Mr.  A.  the  rules  were  suspended  to  enable  him  to 
submit  a motion  in  accordance  with  the  above  pro- 
posal. And  the  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
said  petitions,  &c.  were  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table,  to 
be  disposed  of  accordingly. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented — 

From  New  Hampshire,  by  Messrs.  Williams, 
Atherton,  Shaw,  Eastman  and  Burke. 

From  Maine,  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Anderson,  Davee, 
Lowell,  Clifford  and  Randall. 

And  (on  leave)  by  Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio. 

And  then,  at  fifteen  minutes  past  five,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  31.  M.  Briggs  proposed  a cer- 
tain amendment  to  the  journal,  which,  after  some 
discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Evans  presented  a petition  for  a 
pension,  (accidently  omitted  by  him  yesterday), 
and  which  was  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Adams  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a letter  from 
the  secietary  of  the  treasury,  stating  that  the  latter 
had  received  a letter  from  the  collector  of  the  port 
of  New  York,  urging  the  early  passage  of  a bill 
(heretofore  reported  from  the  committee  of  manu- 
factures) to  insure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  A.  made  a motion  (prefaced  with  a few  re- 
marks, of  which  the  reporter  could  not  hear  a word), 
that  the  said  bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next,  to  take  precedence  overall 
other  business. 

Mr.  Connor  was  understood  to  urge,  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  motion,  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the 
general  appropriation  bill;  and  the  intention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  wmys  and  means  to 
ask  the  house  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
thereon. 

Mr.  Rhett  also  urged,  amongst  other  things,  the 
necessity  of  action  on  the  navy  bill. 

Mr.  Connor  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adams  by  inserting,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words 
“except  the  general  appropriation  bill.”  And  the 
question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  there  was 
no  quorum  voting.  The  votes  being  again  count- 
ed, there  appeared  ayes  78,  noes  53.  "So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

And,  after  some  conversation,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  motion  as  amended,  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative:  ayes  83,  noes  41.  So  the  mo- 
tion, as  amended,  was  agreed  to;  and  (two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  having  voted  therefor)  the 
bill  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
day next,  to  take  precedence  over  all  other  busi- 
ness, except  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  obtained  leave  to  make  a 
brief  personal  explanation — portions  only  of  which 
were  heard  by  the  reporter  with  any  thing  like  dis- 
tinctness. The  following  statement  of  the  expla- 
nation and  reply,  as  written  out  by  Mr.  T.  were 
handed  to  the  reporter  by  that  gentleman  for  pub- 
lication. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  said  that  he  had  announced,  a 
few  days  since,  that  when  the  gentleman  from 


Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan ) should  be  in  his  seat,  he  de- 1 
sired  a few  moments  indulgence  of  the  house  in  a 
matter  personal  to  himself.  Mr.  T.  had  seen  in 
the  Globe  that  which  purported  to  be  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Duncan,  in  which  there  were  inaccuracies 
of  statements  of  his  (Mr.  T’s)  arguments,  accom- 
panied with  grossly  offensive  personal  remarks. 
Mr.  T.  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
member,  and  had  not  heard  any  such  language  as  is 
attributed  to  him.  He  has  since  read  the  speech  ol 
the  gentleman  as  reported  by  himself,  and  there  is 
not  only  nothing  like  the  language  reported  in  the 
Globe,  but  nothing  to  which  Mr.  T.  has  any  right 
to  take  exception.  Mr.  T.  was  gald  it  was  so. 
The  misstatement  is  the  act,  not  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  but  of  one  of  the  reporters  on  that 
bench — no,  not  reporters,  but  habitual  falsifiers  of 
the  debates  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  the  gentleman  was  rather  too 
harsh  upon  the  reporters.  He  may  have  used  some 
such  expressions,  but  if  he  did,  they  were  so  quali- 
fied as  to  make  them  unexceptionable. 

Mr.  T.  read  the  following  passage  from  the 
Globe,  and  asked  if  the  gentleman  had  used  that 
language? 

“One  of  those  charge.s  was  made  by  the  gentle- 
man (rnm  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson),  that 
neither  the  president  in  his  message,  nor  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  in  his  report,  had  intimated 
that  there  would  be  any  deficit  in  the  treasury,  or 
any  necessity  lor  the  issue  of  these  treasury  notes. 
The  gentleman  made  this  charge  when  he  had 
these  documents  in  his  hand,  commenting  upon 
them.  Now  this  charge  was  without  foundation, 
and  the  gentleman  must  have  known  it.” 

Mr.  Duncan  replied.  If  I did,  it  was  with  such 
qualifications  as  to  have  made  them  unexceptiona- 
ble, and  without  any  imputation  upon  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  heretofore 
reported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  from 
the  committee  of  elections,  to  print  all  (he  testimo- 
ny in  relation  to  the  contested  election  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey;  to  which  resolution  an  amendment 
had  been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Rice  Garland. 
to  print  the  testimony  received  since  the  report  of 
the  said  committee  was  made. 

Mr.  Medill  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor)  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks,  and  had  not  concluded, 
when,  the  morning  hour  having  elapsed,  (it  being 
ten  minutes  to  two  o’clock).  Mr.  Morgan  called 
for  the  orders  of  the  day.  Mr.  Medill  hoped  he 
might  be  permitted  to  conclude  his  remarks,  which 
he  could  do  in  about  twenty  minutes.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell joined  in  that  request.  Mr.  Bell  had  no  ob- 
jection, if  the  gentleman  could  conclude  within  a 
reasonable  time.  Mr.  Morgan  insisting  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered. 

Mr.  Duwson  hoped  this  question  of  the  New 
Jersey  election  would  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as 
possible,  that  the  house  might  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  public  business;  and  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  offer  a resolution  similar  to 
that  which  had  been  offered  by  his  colleague  in 
another  branch  of  the  legislature,  providing  for  the 
adjournment  of  congress  on  a particular  day. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  82,  nays  70.  So  the  house 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the 
bill  to  secure  the  purity  of  elections. 

Mr.  Bell,  wdio  had  the  floor  on  that  bill,  continu- 
ed to  occupy  it  till  the  adjournment  of  the  house. 
Having  given  way,  however,  at  the  earnest  solici- 
tation of  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Saltonstall  and 
other  gentlemen,  for  a motion  to  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  senate  bill  to  remit  the  penal- 
ties paid  by  vessels  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery, 
and  to  legalize  their  registers,  which  had  been  re- 
ported from  ti\e  committee  on  commerce  with  an 
amendment.  No  opposition  was  made  to  the  bill. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  reported  to  the  house,  when  it  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed  forthwith. 

Mr.  Bell  then  resumed  the  floor,  but,  after  occu- 
pying it  for  a very  short  time,  yielded  to  a motion 
for  adjournment.  And  thereupon,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  April  1.  Mr.  Cross  presented  a coun- 
ter memorial  from  that  portion  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians opposed  to  John  Ross  and  his  party,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tions for  printing  the  testimony  in  the  New  Jersey 
case. 

Mr.  Medill  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  to 
speak  in  vindication  of  the  course  of  the  commit- 
tee of  elections  until  he  brought  his  speech  to  a 
conclusion. 

Several  gentlemen  simultaneously  rose  to  speak, 
but  the  floor  was  given  by  the  chair  to  Mr.  Fillmore, 


who  was  about  to  address  the  house,  when  Mr.  Bell 
suggested  that,  as  now  there  remained  but  a few 
moments  of  the  morning  hour,  Mr.  F.  had  better 
yield  to  the  orders  of  tile  day,  and  retain  the  floor 
till  the  next  morning. 

Mr.  Cushing  wished  this  interminable  New  Jersey 
dispute  brought  to  an  end,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  proceed. 

Mr.  Underwood  claimed  the  floor  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Fillmore  had  spoken  once  already  to  the 
question  now  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that,  if  this  course  of  crimi- 
nation and  recrimination  between  the  members  of 
the  committee  of  elections  was  to  be  permitted,  it 
might  go  on  ad  infinitum. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  who  had  been  absent  for  some  days, 
announced  that  he  was  in  his  seat,  and  his  object 
in  so  doing  was,  that  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Medill ) had  expressed  his  regret 
yesterday  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was 
absent — that  he  had  something  for  his  especial  ear. 
He  was  now  present,  and  would  with  pleasure  lis- 
ten to  the  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Medill  said  he  should  have  been  happy  if  the 
gentleman  had  repor  ted  himself  ear  lier,  though  he 
had  had  no  intention  of  being  very  personal  in  his  re- 
marks. He  would  have  endeavored  to  show  that 
gentlemen  that  the  facts  of  the  case  were  not  as  he 
supposed  them  to  be;  and,  what  was  more,  would 
have  endeavored  to  prove  this. 

Mr.  Jenifer  replied  that  he  had  returned  yester- 
day, was  in  the  house,  and  had  been  in  his  seat  the 
whole  of  the  morning  hour,  and  the  gentleman 
must  have  seen  him  if  he  had  looked  that  way. 

Mr.  Randolph  requested  Mr.  Fillmore  to  give 
way  to  allow  him  to  explain  the  true  state  of  tacts 
in  reference  to  one  of  the  charges  which  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  ( Mr.  Medill ) . 
Mr.  Fillmore  consenting,  Mr.  Randolph  went  into 
an  explanation  going  to  show  that  the  statement 
rested  on  a mistake. 

Mr.  Hillen  objected  to  Mr.  Fillmore's  proceeding; 
and  there  was  a desultory  conversation  on  that  sub- 
ject, when  Mr.  Fillmore  proceeded  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Medill,  and  had  proceeded  some  time,  when  Mr. 
Medill  interposed,  and  inquired  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Campbell)  whether  certain  por- 
tions of  (he  testimony  had  been  read  before  the 
adoption  of  the  committee’s  report? 

Mr.  Campbell  was  understood  by  the  reporter  to 
reply  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  asked  him  if  the  testimony  had 
been  read  through  before  that  report  was  adopted? 
Mr.  Campbell  was  replying  indirectly;  when  Mr. 
Fillmore  repeated  and  pressed  his  inquiry.  Mr. 
Campbell  had  proceeded  some  time;  when  Mr.  Fill- 
more remonstrated.  He  had  not  given  wav  lor  a 
speech,  but  for  a plain  answer  to  a plain  question. 

Mr.  Campbell  again  proceeded,  without  arriving 
at  the  question.  Mr.  Fillmore  insisted  on  an  an- 
swer. Mr.  Campbell  then  said  that  as  much  of  the 
testimony  was  read  as  had  been  called  for.  Mr. 
Fillmore  inquired  how  much  had  been  called  foi? 
and  whether  the  whole  of  the  testimony  had  or  had 
not  been  read?  yea  or  nay? 

At  this  point  the  morning  hour  expired,  and  the 
house  voted  to  proceed  to  the  orders  ol  the  day. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  showing  in 
what  banks  treasury  notes,  issued  under  the  acts  of 
1837.  183S  and  1839,  have  been,  by  his  department, 
deposited  in  consequence  of  having  received  certificates 
of  special  deposites  in  specie;  with  the  rates  of  interest 
on  such  treasury  notes,  the  date  and  amount  of  each  de- 
posite  of  such  notes  and  special  deposite,  and  a month- 
ly statement  of  all  other  deposites  in  such  banks  to  the 
credit  of  said  treasurer,  and  the  date  and  amount  of 
each  draft  drawn  against  such  deposites,  stating  the 
transaction  with  each  bank  in  a separate  account. — 
And,  also,  that  he  transmit  to  this  house  a copy  of  all 
the  correspondence  between  his  department  and  such 
hanks  relating  to  the  making  such  special  deposites,  and 
deposites  of  treasury  notes. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  for  information, 
objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  arid 
Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that  lie  should  offer  the  resolu- 
tion to-morrow. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  several  commu- 
nications, which  U'ere  appropriately  referred. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Bell,  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
elections. 

Mr.  Bell  resumed  the  course  of  his  remarks  in 
support  of  the  bill,  and  concluded  at  half  past  five 
o’clock. 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Watterson,  vvlto 
yielded  to  a motion,  by  Mr.  Weller,  that  the  house 
adjourn. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
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American  enterprise.  The  following  notice  of  the 
Brattlebomugh  Typographic  company’s  operations  is 
copied  from  a Vermont  paper: 

This  company  was  incorporated  in  1826  with  a capi- 
tal of  $150,000,  and  is  at  present  doing  an  extensive 
business  in  the  paper  and  book  line.  A short  time 
since  we  were  shown  by  the  politeness  of  Mr.  Fessen- 
den, through  the  whole  extent  of  this  great  establishment. 
They  have  ready  for  operation,  eight  power  presses 
sufficient  for  the  printing  of  twenty  thousand  sheets  of 
paper  per  day.  The  rags  are,  as  it  were,  received  at 
one  end  of  the  buildimrs'and  carried  out  bound  books, 
finely  printed  on  beautiful  paper  at  the  other.  So  rapid 
is  the  process  by  which  paper  can  be  made  by  the 
power  of  steam,  that  rags  have  been  received  at  this 
mill  in  the  morning,  manufactured  into  paper  and 
printed  before  night. 

We  do  not  know  the  number  of  hands  employed  at 
this  establishment,  but  we  should  suppose  in  gooj  times 
a hundred  or  more  would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
labor  required  in  all  the  various  departments.  The 
company  have  published  many  valuable  works  with 
which  the  public  are  well  acquainted.  We  noticed 
Bibles  of  various  kinds  and  the  Comprehensive  Com- 
mentary— the  Lives  of  the  Presidents,  and  various 
other  publications,  some  of  which  were  finished  in 
most  elegant  style.  Their  establishment  appears  to  be 
furnished  with  the  very  best  machinery  and  we  know 
of  no  similar  one  in  die  country  which  combines  so 
many  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  book  work  as  this. 

A CHARITABLE  MAN  AND  A GOOD  CITIZEN.  It  is  Stated 
in  the  New  York  Courier  that  on  examination  of  the 
books  of  the  late  Samuel  Ward,  it  appears  that  his 
contributions  for  charitable  purposes,  during  the  four 
last  years  of  his  life,  exceeded  ten  thousand  dollars  per 
annum. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road.  A meeting  of  the 
stockholders  ot  this  company  was  held  on  Friday,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  act  of  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  authorising  the  company  to 
construct  their  road  through  hat  state  after  the  time  at 
present  limited  by  the  existing  charter.  Tne  whole 
subject  was  referred  to  a select  committee  of  the  stock- 
holders, who  are  to  report  upon  it  at  a subsequent 
meeting. 

Brttish  force  in  the  Canadas.  The  United  Ser- 
vice Journal,  published  in  London,  says  there  are  25 
regiments  of  troops  now  stationed  in  the  Canadas,  in- 
cluding one  regiment  on  the  way  from  Jamaica.  They 
average  from  S00  to  1,000  men — constituting  in  the 
whole  a force  ot  about  20,000. 

The  New  York  Signal  states  the  British  and  Ame- 
rican military  forces  on  and  near  the  disputed  boun- 
dary, as  follows: 

American.  British. 

Regulars,  150  Regulars,  1,200 

Militia,  90  Militia,  2,300 


210  3,500 

It  is  stated  that  orders  have  been  sent  to  Iioulton  to 
prepare  accommodations  for  one  regiment  of  U.  S. 
troops,  and  that  similar  orders  have  been  received  at 
Woodstock,  for  one  regiment  of  English  troops. 

British  Queen.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says  that  the  number  ot  revolutions  the  paddle 
wheels  of  the  British  Queen  performs  in  coining  from 
Portsmouth  to  New  York  is  now  ascertained  with 
great  accuracy  bv  means  of  a clock  attached  to  her 
machinery.  During  her  recent  voyage  from  Ports- 
mouth, the  number  of  revolutions  was  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 
Diameter  of  paddle  wheels  thirty-one  feet. 

Celebration  in  New  York.  The  New  York  Com- 
mercial states  that  yesterday  was  the  day  appointed  by 
the  British  residents  of  that  city  to  celebrate  the  iate 
marriage  of  the  queen  by  a dispensation  of  good  tilings 
to  the  poor.  On  the  committee’s  catalogue  for  relief, 
there  are  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  widows,  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  of  whom  are  in  Bellevue;  and 
are  to  have  cake,  tea,  sugar,  &c.  sdnt  to  them.  Two 
hundred  and  eight  will  "dine  at  Ntbip’s  Saloon,  and 
have  provisions  given  them.  Fiity  ot  these  widows 
belong  in  Brooklyn.  There  are  to  be  two  hundred 
and  eight  orphan  children  at  the  dinner. 

It  is^also  stated  that  some  of  the  Canadian  patriots 
have  issued  placards  with  the  intention  of  making  a 
disturbance  on  the  occasion. 

Fires  in  Baltimore.  About  eleven  o’clock  on  Sun- 
day nhht,  tlte  2ytit  uit.  the  carpenter’s  shop  ot  Mr.  Cur- 
lev,  on=  the  corner  of  Howard  and  Monument  streets, 
was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire.  The  firemen  were  so 
promptly  on  the  spot  that  a part  of  the  shop  was  pre- 
served, and  we  learn  that  all  the  tools  were  saved.— 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  fire  was  the  result  of  incen- 
diarism. . 

On  Monday  the  30th,  about  three  o clock,  in  the 
morning,  the  back  building  of  the  house  on  north  Gay 
street,  occupied  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Tarr,  cabinet  maker,  as 
a work  shop,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  The  com- 
bustible nature  of  the  contents  prevented  the  possibility 
of  extinguishing  the  flames,  but  the  fire  companies  suc- 
ceeded m preserving  lrom  destruction  the  other  parts 
of  Mr.  T air’s  premises.  While  the  fire  was  here  at  its 
height,  smoke  was  seen  to  issue  from  a window  in  the 
western  gable  end.  between  the  ceiling  and  roof  of  the 
German  ^Lutheran  church,  situated  on  the  adjoining 
lot.  The  flames  had  been  communicated  to  the  large 
wooden  cornice  of  the  church,  and  thence  to  the  inte- 


rior of  the  roof.  Various  efforts  were  made  by  the  fire- 
men to  procure  access  to  this  portion  of  the  building, 
but  the  interior  entrance  to  it,  if  there  was  one,  could 
not  be  found. 

The  roof  was  soon  wrapped  in  flames,  and  the  fall- 
ing plaster  from  the  ceiling  prevented  the  firemen  from 
carrying  on  their  operations  inside  the  church,  and  the 
burning  ol  the  heavy  cornices  outside  from  even  ap- 
proaching too  near  the  windows.  As  soon  as  the  roof 
fell,  the  hrenien  speedily  extinguished  the  flames,  not 
however,  until  a considerable  part  of  the  woodwork  of 
the  interior  was  so  much  injured  as  to  be  entirely  use- 
less. Soon  after  the  church  caught  fire,  a number  of 
persons  undertook  to  remove  the  large  and  handsome 
organ  in  the  galleries,  and  in  ihe  space  of  a very  short 
time  the  whole  of  its  contents,  with  the  exception  of  the 
bellows  and  case,  were  carried  to  a place  of  safety. 

The  church  is  insured  in  the  office  of  the  Baltimore 
Equitable  society  for  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 
As  the  brick  work  of  the  church,  which  is  unusually 
solid,  is  entirely  uninjured,  the  above  sum  will  go  very 
far  to  repair  the  building. 

The  congregation  at  the  present  time  is  under  the 
pastoral  charge  uf  the  rev.  Mr.  Sheib. 

The  origin  of  die  fire  in  Mr.  Tarr’s  premises  is  not 
known.  A gentleman  whose  back  premises  are  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  shop  in  which  it  broke  out, 
informs  us  that  at  midnight  every  thing  appeared  to  be 
safe.  Mr.  T’s  loss  is  covered  by  insurance. 

Fire  in  N.  Orleans.  New  Orleans,  March  15,  1840. 
On  the  evening  of  the  13Ji  we  had  a large  fire  which 
broke  out  in  the  four  story  brick  store.  No.  24,  Chartres 
street,  occupied  by  D.  Felt  & Co.  and  called  the  ‘‘New 
York  Stationary  Hall.”  The  origin  of  the  fire  re- 
mains unknown.  I have  conversed  witli  Mr.  Felt, 
and  he  says  one  of  his  workmen  in  the  job  office,  one 
floor  below,  and  in  the  third  story,  had  been  therefor 
two  hours  previous  to  the  alarm  being  given,  and  that 
the  flames  came  forth  with  such  rapidity  that  no  other 
mode  of  escape  was  offered  to  tile  man  than  to  slide 
down  the  spout,  leading  into  the  street.  Mr.  F.  says 
he  had  no  paper  or  other  eombutible  matter  in  the 
room.  The  establishment  is  insured  in  New  York  for 
$15,000,  the  stock  in  store  was  valued  at  $30,000.  The 
loss  appears  considerable,  hut  it  is  thought  by  some  that 
the  proprietors  will  receive  ample  remuneration  if  they 
obtain  the  amount  insured  fir.  The  total  loss  of  all  the 
buildings  and  property  will  not  fall  short  of  $300,000,  a 
comfortable  slice  to  dispose  of  these  tight  times. 

The  sufferers  are  D.  Felt  & CD.  stationers;  M.  Chit- 
tenden, dry  goods;  Paul  Tulane,  clothing  store;  Messrs. 
Smith  & Co.  wholesale  saddlery;  and  Arinistead  & 
Spring,  dry  good.  All  insured,  and  D.  Felt  & Co.  for 
$24,000.  | Bull.  Pat. 

Flour  trade.  Tlte  Alexandria  Gazette  states  that 
in  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  March,  1840,  there  were 
shipped  from  Alexandria  to  foreign  ports,  (exclusive  of 
'coastwise  shipments,)  21,511  barrels  of  flour.  Tlte  na- 
vigation was  only  open  since  February  11,  so  that  the 
exports  have  been  since  that  period,  or  within  six 
weeks. 

Freight  of  flour.  The  Philadelphia U.  S.  Gazette 
of  yesterday  says:  '‘the  proprietors  of  the  principal 
transportation  lines  have  resolved  to  give  the  shipper 
or  owner  the  full  advantage  of  the  reduction  of  twenty 
cents  per  barrel,  in  the  toll  of  flour,  from  Pittsburg  to 
Philadelphia,  and  have,  accordingly,  reduced  the  price 
of  freight  from  $1  50  to  $1  30  per  barrel.’’ 

Indian  treaty.  The  treaty  made  with  the  Seneca 
Indians  has  been  ratified  by  the  senate.  The  Intelli- 
gencer says  that  the  essential  feature  of  the  treaty  is  i's 
providing  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  westward  from 
their  present  locality  near  Buffalo:  in  consideration  of 
which,  the  Senecas  are  to  receive  a quantity  of  land 
equal  to  320  acres  for  each  soul,  and  about  $400,000  in 
money. 

The  Lexington.  The  Boston  courier  says — “A  let- 
ter has  been  received  in  this  city,  from  Mr.  Harden’s 
agent  at  New  York,  stating  that  Mr.  Taylor,  with  his 
marine  armor,  has  succeeded  in  finding  the  wreck  of 
the  Lexington  after  one  day’s  search,  and  that  a piece 
of  the  boat  has  been  raised.  The  piece  was  found  at 
the  depth  of  1 14  feet,  and  was  heavily  loaded  with  iron; 
probably  a piece  near  the  engine.’’ 

Maple  sugar.  The  Hallowed  Cultivator  says  there 
are  sugar  trees  (rock  maple)  enough  in  Maine  to  pro- 
duce sufficient  sugar  for  the  whole  of  that  slate  and  for 
Louisiana  and  Cuba  into  the  bargain.  The  editor 
thinks  that,  in  these  hard  times,  people  should  not  de- 
pend too  much  upon  foreign  countries  for  supplies. 

Massachusetts  railways.  We  have  received  the 
annual  report  to  tlte  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  of 
the  several  rail  roads  commenced  and  completed  in 
that  state;  with  the  details  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
verified  by  the  oath  of  the  directors  of  the  several  com- 
panies. The  report  is  a model  that  could  be  imitated 
with  much  profit,  (by  saving  the  time  now  wasted  in 
the  discussion  of  resolutions  in  our  legislature  asking 
for  information  on  this  subject),  were  it.  made  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  slate  to  furnish  a like  report,  annual- 
ly. This  is  necessary  for  correct  legislation,  if  it  is  to 
be  the  policy  of  this  state  l,to  aid  private  enterprise”  in 
rail  roads,  after  the  plan  of  Massachusetts,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  state’s  constructing  and  managing  them, 
as  contended  for  by  practical  engineers. 

Our  object  in  noticing  the  report,  is  to  present  the 
cheering  fact,  to  those  embarked  in  rail  roads,  that  the 
six  roads  completed  and  in  use  the  last  year  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, [even  during  a season  of  commercial  em- 


barrassment], have  yielded  a nett  income  on  their  cost, 
of  eight  and  one  third  per  cent.  Their  total  cost  was 
$7,099,589  for  161  1-2  miles  of  road;  averaging  S43,962 
per  mile..  The  gross  income  from  passengers  was 
$6S'2,337;  from  freight.  8352,240;  nett  income,  C;5S9,751. 

The.  American  Rail  Road  Journal  of  this  month  con- 
tains a table  in  detail  of  these  reports,  in  a condensed 
form,  from  which  the  above  results  are  derived. 

The  Boston  and  Providence  rail  road  earned  220,345 
dollars— or  12  1-3  per  cent,  nett  on  the  cost  of  this 
road,  which  was  $1,782,000,  equal  to  the  enormous 
rate  of  $62,465  per  mile.  They  divided  only  8 per 
cent,  in  consequence  of  purchasing  the  franchise  of  the 
Seekonk  and  other  branches,  amounting  to  $100,848 — 
permanent  improvements. 

By  the  report  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road, 
it  will  be  perceived,  that  this  road  has  earned  the  cost 
of  the  road,  $2,220,000,  in  seven  years.  This  is  an 
important  fact  for  rati  roads. 

The  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road,  with  its  branches 
and  turn-outs,  is  ninety-eight  miles  long,  and  cost,  (ex- 
clusive of  Raritan  canal),  with  steamboats,  wharves, 
coal  lands  and  real  estate,  &c.  $3,220,857 

Deduct  ior  steamboats,  real  estate,  &c.  1,000,857 


Cost  of  road  $22,562  per  mile,  $2,220,000 

The  gross  receipts  in  seven  years  have  been  $4,637,535 
The  expenses  during  the  same  period  on  the 

road  and  steamboats  were  2,253,993 

Nett  income  in  seven  years  $2,383,442 

The  cost  of  this  road,  exclusive  of  steamboats  and 
real  estate,  ($2.2,562),  compared  with  the  average  cost 
of  the  Massachusetts  rail  roads,  ($43,960),  is  in  the 
ratio  of  2 to  1 in  favor  of  the  New  Jersey  road  with  a 
double  track. 

We  perceive  Mr.  John  A.  King  has  called  on  the 
canal  board  for  their  opinion,  how  far  private  enter- 
prize  in  rail  road  improvements,  can  be  "aided,''  with- 
out injury  to  the  credit  of  the  siate,  and  existing  enga- 
gements to  canals-  [A.  Y.  Jour,  of  Conu 

Medical  college.  The  number  of  students  who 
attended  tlte  lectures  of  the  South  Carolina  medical 
college  during  the  recent  season  was  193. 

Nantucket  whalers.  The  editor  of  the  Nantucket 
Enquirer  says  that  die  hearts  of  many  of  the  islanders 
were  gladened  a few  days  since,- by  the  safe  return  of 
husbands,  brothers,  sous — lovers  perhaps — from  long 
and  precarious  voyages  ‘round  Cape  Horn.”  Three 
whale  ships  catne  in  sight  on  one  day  and  the  wharves 
were  thronged  to  witness  tl-.eir  entrance  into  port.  It 
was  an  interesting  spectacle,  and  one  well  calculated 
to  touch  t lie  sensibilities  iff  every  beholder.  It  is  also 
staled  that  most  of  the  Nantucket  ships  have  done  well 
during  the  past  season;  one  of  those  recently  arrived, 
it  is  estimated,  has  cleared  more  than  a dollar  an  hour; 
besides  interest  on  cost,  &c.  from  the  titrte  she  sailed, 
until  the  hour  of  her  arrival  home.  About  twenty  Nan- 
tucket whales  are  expected  home  this  year. 

The  plant  insect.  The  New  York  Evening  Post 
says:  at  a late  meeting  of  the  London  Zoological  society, 
a communication  was  read  from  Mr.  Mackey  of  tire 
British  consulate  at  Maracaibo,  on  a plant,  called  pro- 
jojoy  in  the  country  front  whence  it  is  derived  and 
which  attains  the  condition  of  a plant  from  tlte  strange 
metamorphose  of  an  insect.  In  tlte  insect  which  was 
described,  some  of  the  legs  have  already  changed  into 
roots,  and  in  that  state  it  was  presented  fo  the  contri- 
butor- It  was  announced  that  a similar  insect  had 
lately  been  discovered  in  North  Carolina.  When  the 
creature  assumes  the  form  of  an  insect  or  animal,  it 
is  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  much  resumblesa  wasp 
in  appearance. 

Afier  it  has  reached  its  full  length,  it  disappears  un- 
der tlte  surface  of  the  ground  and  dies,  soon  after  which 
the  two  forelegs  begin  to  sprout  and  vegetate,  the 
shoots  extending  upwards,  and  tlte  plants  in  a short 
time  reaching  the  height  of  six  inches.  The  branches 
and  the  leaves  are  like  trefoil,  and  at  the  extremities  of 
the  former  there  are  buds  which  contain  neither  leaves 
nor  flowers,  but  an  insect,  which  as  it  grows  fails  to 
the  ground,  or  remains  on  its  parent  plants  breeding 
on  the  leaves  till  the  plant  is  exhausted,  when  the 
insect  returns  to  the  earth,  and  the  plant  shoots  forth 
again. 

The  public  schools  in  Baltimore.  The  public 
schools  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  contained  December 
31,  1S29,  265  pupils— 1830,402,  do.  1831,  627,  do.  1832, 
640.  do.  1833,  544,  do.  1S34,  659,  do.  1835,  747,  do. 
1836,  814,  do.  1837,  659,  do.  1838,  675,  do.  1839,  1,244, 
do. 

Wood’s  trial.  On  Tuesday  last,  the  trial  of  James 
Wood  for  the  murder  of  his  daughter,  was  commenced 
in  Philadelphia;  some  considerable  time  was  spent  in 
completing  the  number  of  the  jury.— The  panel  having 
been  formed,  one  of  the  jurors  pleaded  severe  indisposi- 
tion, when  the  court,  after  ordering  that  tlte  juror  he 
taken  to  a private  room  and  provided  with  medical  aid, 
adjourned  until  the  following  day.  After  the  adjourn- 
ment, his  wife  and  son  were  brought  from  their  dwel- 
ling, and  conducted  to  the  prisoner’s  box  where  he  was 
sitting.  Tlie  wretched  man  did  not  raise  himself,  even 
on  their  speaking  to  him,  from  the  recumbent  position 
which  he  had  maintained  through  the  entire  day.  He 
sat  with  his  head  buried  in  his  hands  during  the  whole 
interview.  They  accompanied  him  in  a carriage  to 
tlie  prison.  The  case  lias  terminated,  the  jury  finding 
a verdict  of  not  guilty,  on  the  ground  of  insanity. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

An  extra  from  the  New  York  Herald  announces 
4he  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  Columbus,  with  Li- 
verpool dates  to  the  7th  ult. 

[ Correspondence  of  the  Courier  and,  Enquirer .] 
London , March  6 Ik,  1841). 

I send  you  by  the  Liverpool  packet  ship  of  the 
7th  a short  account  of  the  changes  which  have 
occurred  this  afternoon,  by  way  of  postscript  to 
the  letter  of  last  night  by  the  packet  ship  Montreal. 

The  shares  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have 
advanced  another  5 shillings  this  morning,  and  the 
market  has  closed  with  numerous  inquiries  for 
shares  with  the  quotation  extremely  firm  at  £ 16. 
From  appearance  the  value  will  again  rise  to-mor- 
row, and  regularly  and  gradually  until  the  proper 
position  of  this  security  be  considered  to  have  been 
regained. 

The  other  American  securities  are  still  staiiona- 
ry  and  dull,  and  no  stimulus  appears  to  be  expected 
until  the  arrival  of  further  intelligence  from  the 
United  States. 

No  account  has  arrived  of  the  packetships  of  Fe- 
bruary 7th  atid  10th. 

The  grain  market  has  again  been  higher  this 
morning  at  Mark  Latte,  and  speculators  appeared 
to  he  more  desirous  oi  doing  business  in  foreign 
wheat  and  flour.  The  precise  duty  on  American 
flour  is  now  13j-s.  per  barrel  of'J96  pounds. 

At  a public  sale  this  morning  at  Mincing  Lane, 
there  were  offered  2,600  bales  of  Bengal' cotton, 
1,070  bales  of  Madras,  and  75-37  of  Surat.  The  pri- 
ces were  | per  pound  lower,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  the  cotton  was  compelled  to  be  bought  in. 

On  the  evening  of  March  6,  the  pipers  ou  the 
subject  of  China  were  i.iid  on  the  table  of  both 
houses  of  parliament.  In  the  house  of  commons 
the  following  conversation  took  place: — 

Sir  James  G rahatn  not  seeing  the  noble  lord  at 
the  bead  of  the  foreign  department,  or  any  honora- 
ble member  connected  with  the  admiralty,  in  his 
place,  begged  to  ask  the  noble  lord,  the  secretary 
lor  tile  colonies,  a question  relative  to  the  Chinese 
papers  which  were  laid  on  tile  table  at  a late  hour 
last  night.  He  did  not  find  in  those  papers  any  ac- 
count of  some  most  important  transactions  mention- 
ed in  the  last  accounts  received  in  England,  viz: 
that  a remonstrance  hail  been  made  on  the  part  of 
certain  American  merchants  against  the  blockade 
of  the  port  of  Canton,  ami  also  an  action,  said  to 
b ave  taken  place  between  certain  Cliine^a  Vessels 
Vtit,  Ylilr— Sig,  0. 


of  war  and  some  of  her  majesty’s  fleet.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  her  majesty’s  government  were 
in  possession  of  any  information  with  respect  to  the 
blockade  or  tile  action  to  which  lie  alluded;  and  if 
so,  whether  it  was  their  intention  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table? 

Lord  J.  Russell — No  official  account  has  been  re- 
ceived of  tile  naval  action,  or  of  the  transaction  to 
w hich  the  right  honorable  gentleman  alludes.  Pri- 
vate letters  have  readied  this  country  from  captain 
Elliottand  captain  Smith,  but  when  official  accounts 
are  received  there  will  be  no  objeciion  today  them 
before  the  house. 

Sir  James  Graham — I iiave  been  informed  there 
is  a letter  addressed  by  captain  Elliott  to  the  late 
admiral  Maitland,  giving  an  account  of  the  block- 
ade, and  t hat  tile  letter  was  transmitted  by  the  late 
admiral  Maitland  to  the  admiralty.  Surely  that  is 
an  official  communication  to  the  government— 
(Hear) — anti  I presume  her  majesty’s  government 
would  nut  object  to  lav  that  document  before  the 
hottse.-^( Hear,  from  the  opposition). 

Lord  J.  Russell — There  are  letters  of  that  kind, 
but  they  are  not  letters  that  contain  any  narrative 
of  the  transaction;  and  certainly,  speaking  from 
memory,  I do  not  think  they  are  letters  that  could 
be  laid  before  the  house;  however,  I will  not  give 
a positive  answer  without  referring  to  the  letters 
themselves. 

London  corn  exchange,  March  6.  The  arrivals  of 
botli  grain  and  Hour  are  still  small.  The  flour  trade 
remains  dull  at  last  quotations.  Some  persons  were 
disposed  to  purchase  wheat  in  bond,  in  expectation 
of  lower  duties. 

Liverpool  collon  market,  March  7.  Our  market 
continues  in  the  same  inactive  state  noticed  in  out- 
last, with  a very  moderate  extent  of  business  doing; 
but  as  we  have  no  import  of  moment  owing  to  ad- 
verse winds,  onrs  ig  comparatively  small  of  all 
kinds,  save  India  and  Egyptian,  and  holders  have 
therefore  been  enabled  to  obtain  the  full  prices  of 
last  week  for  the  short  stapled  descriptions  of  Ame- 
rican and  Pernams;  other  kinds  are  heavy  of  sale  at 
last  Friday’s  prices.  The  sales  to-day  are  about 
3,000  bales  ol  all  kinds.  Ol  820  Sea  Island  ottered 
at  auction  to-day,  there  were  only  210  bales  sold  at 
9^d.  to  16d.;  and  of  180  stained  ditto,  SO  bales  sold 
at  5$d.  to  9.]d.  being  much  upon  a par  with  previ- 
ous prices,  by  private  contract;  if  any  thing  rather 
in  favor  of  buyers.  Speculators  Iiave  taken  1,000 
bales  of  American,  and  exporters  800  American, 
400  Bengal,  130  Surat,  and  30  Bahia.  The  import 
tins  week  is  5,090  bags  and  the  sales  are  20,260 
bags. 

Liverpool  corn  exchange,  March  7.  From  the 
continuance  of  adverse  winds,  the  arrivals  of  grain, 
flour  and  oatmeal  into  this  port,  between  Tuesday 
last  and  to-day  lias  been  inconsiderable.  The  millers 
and  dealers,  however,  seeming  determined  to  wait 
in  anticipation  of  better  supplies  ere  long,  the  busi- 
ness in  passing  any  article  of  the  corn  trade  in  the 
course  of  that  period  has  been  extremely  unimpor- 
tant but  without  producing  any  decisive  change  in 
tiie  general  quotations  previously  established.  The 
duties  announced  this  morning  ate  the  same  as  last 
week,  except  on  beans,  now  raised  to  11s.  and  oats 
reduced  10s.  9d.  per  quarter.  English  and  foreign 
free  flour  -appeared  else  to  command  little  notice  to- 
day, while  American  in  bond  lias  continued  to  meet 
inquiry,  and  fiom  3,000  to  4,000  barrels  Iiave  chang- 
ed hands  since  Tuesday,  at  31s.  per  barrel;  with 
few  buyers  under  32s.  which  is  now  required  but 
not  obtained. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  lias  Hon- 
duras papers  to  tiie  29th  February.  The  civil  war 
in  Central  America  was  still  kept  up. 

MEXICO. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  25th  ult.  says — 
“The  American  consul  in  Mexico,  arrived  here 
yesterday  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  ill e revenue  cutter 
Woodbury.  We  understand  lie  is  the  bearer  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Slates  arid  Mexico,  re- 
cently ratified  by  the  congress  of  the  latter.  Tire 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  have  not  transpired.  For 
particulars  we  must  wait  till  returns  are  received 
ftotri  Washington.  Tiie  dates  brought  from  Vera 
Cruz  by  the  Woodbury,  are  as  late  as  the  15th. 
Nothing  of  importance  had  occured  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Tranquillity  prevailed,  and  very  little  doing  in  trade. 
The  stdek  of  foreign  goods  in  p’ort,  it  was  said,  ex- 


ceeded the  wants  of  the  market.  The  number  of 
shipping  in  port  was  very  small,  consisting  of  two 
merchantmen,  and  two  French  inen-of-  war.  From 
the  interior  tiie  accounts  are  devoid  of  interest;  the 
centralists  being  very  cautious  to  say  nothing  about 
the  movements  of  the  federalists.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  bv  the  president — By  and 
| with  the  advice  and  cotftent  of  the  senate. 

Ftancis  S.  Beattie,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
St.  Marks,  Florida,  vice  Ambrose  Crane,  removed. 

Richard  Whiting,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  vice  Patrick  Redmond,  resigned. 

The  president  lias  recognised  J.  A.  Van  Cooth, 
as  vice-consul  of  the  Netherlands,  for  tiie  port  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Tiie  president  has  also  recognised  Charles  Tyde- 
man  Lowndes,  as  consul'of  the  dukedom  of  Olden- 
burg, for  the  port  of  Cnarieston. 

United  States  affairs.  We  have  now  the 
pleasure  of  laying  before  our  readers  tiie  following 
valuable  table,  compiled  with  much  care,  expressly 
for  the  Register,  by  tiie  same  gentleman  by  whom 
the  tables  heretofore  published  by  tis  respecting  tiie 
committees  of  congress  and  tiie  election  of  speaker 
of  tiie  bouse,  were  all  prepared. 

Mr.  Editor:  The  expenditures  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, including  the  Florida  war,  lias  long  been 
a subject  of  animadversion.  The  following  cou- 
densed  statement,  (which  has  cost  some  labor,  time 
and  patience),  may,  perhaps,  throw  as  much  light 
on  tiie  subject  as  any  that  has  appeared  before  the 
public,  if  you  think  so,  it  is  at  your  disposal.  Taken 
from  the  reports  of  the  lion.  Levy  Woodbury,  secre- 
tary of  the  U.  S.  treasury,  as  follows; 

A comparative  view  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Indian 
department  for  the  four  last  years. 

Expenditures  for  1836. 

Repressing  hostilities,  1,440,566 

Preventing  hostilities,  1,874,701 


Suppressing  hostilities. 

499,949 

Militia  and  volunteers, 

131,236 

Transportation  expense. 

12,134 

Exploring  party, 

8,003 

Locating  reservations, 

5,054 

Indian  department, 

42,321 

Education  of  Indians, 

25.189 

Presents  to  Indians, 

5,183 

Civilization  of  Indians, 

5,255 

House  lor  agent,  smith  shop,  &c. 

26,100 

Removal  of  Indians, 

244,64 1 

Indian  annuities, 

366,748 

Treaty  with  Cherokees, 

762,553 

“ “ Ottawas, 

263,693 

“ “ Catldobs, 

40,000 

“ “ certain  tribes. 

50,760 

“ “ certain  Indians, 

22,500 

“ “ certain  Indians, 

27,840 

Pay  of  agents, 

15,199 

Miscellaneous, 

Expenditures  for  1837. 

38,083 

$5,908,530 

Preventing  hostilities, 

4,010,162 

Tennessee  volunteers, 

239,066 

Equipping  militia, 

144.465 

Pay  of  agents, 

2,302 

Transportation  expense. 

30,306 

Exploring  party. 

1,127 

Locating  reservations, 

2,942 

Indian  department. 

39,656 

Education  of  Indians, 

5,529 

Presents  to  Indians, 

11,350 

Civilization  of  Indians, 

5,376 

House  for  agent,  smith  shop,  &c. 

6,305 

Removal  of  Indians, 

590.3S6 

Indian  annuities, 

20,874 

Treaty  with  Cherokees, 

1,132,835 

“ “ Potawatomies, 

101,313 

“ “ Creeks, 

418,635 

“ “ Menomonies, 

290,870 

“ “ Florida  Indians, 

118,740 

“ “ Sacs  and  Foxes, 

90,911 

“ “ other  tribes. 

434,196 

Miscellaneous, 

22,350 

$7,718*746 
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Expenditures  for  1833. 
Preventing  hostilities, 

Pay  of  four  thousand  volunteers, 
Equipping  militia, 

Forage  for  dragoons,  officers,  &c. 
Transportation  of  supplies, 

Freight  into  Florida, 

Subsistance  of  militia, 

Transporting  four  thousand  volunteers. 
Corps  of  mechanics. 

Wagons,  carts,  &c. 

Miscellaneous  charges. 

Drafts  laying  over  in  Florida, 

Removal  of  Indians, 

Indian  annuities, 

Treaty  with  Cherokees, 

“ “ Potavvatomies, 

“ “ Creeks, 

“ “ Miamies, 

“ “ Chippewas, 

“ “ Siouxes,  See. 

“ “ Winnebagoes, 

Miscellaneous, 


994,223 

947,263 

358,091 

309,976 

368,013 

203,450 

185,234 

91,675 

79,384 

85,226 

457,290 

1,044,531 

251,124 

62,000 

870,137 

122,317 

282.374 

97,120 

183.000 

132.000 
214,860 
167,566 


$7,506,856 


Expenditures  for  1S39. 
Preventing  hostilities, 

Pay  of  four  thousand  volunteers, 

Pay  of  Indian  militia, 

Forage  for  dragoons,  officers,  &c. 
Transportation  of  supplies, 

Freight  into  Florida, 

Subsistance  of  militia, 

Three  vessels  on  Florida  coast. 

Corps  of  mechanics, 

Wagons,  carts,  &c. 

Miscellaneous  charges, 

Expense,  distribution,  &c. 
it  emoval  of  Indians, 

Indian  annuities, 

Treaty  with  Cherokees, 

“ “ Potavvatomies, 

“ “ Creeks, 

“ “ Miamies, 

“ “ Chippewas, 

“ “ Siouxes,  &c. 

“ “ Winnebagoes, 

Miscellaneous, 


24,966 

123,283 

789 

350,644 

195,003 

127,531 

20.444 

22,700 

143,399 

71,792 

123,806 

26,902 

47,372 

25,199 

973,697 

108,165 

35,794 

172,401 

84,712 

143,727 

91,330 

368,784 


$3,282,440 


1836, 

1837, 

1838, 

1839, 


Recapitulation. 

$5,908,530 
7,719,746 
7 506,856 
3,282,440 


In  all 


$24,417,572 


Northern  frontier.  The  vice  president  laid 
before  the  senate,  on  Wednesday,  April  1,  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  of  the  12th  March,  covering 
the  following  report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  re- 
lation to  the  military  and  naval  prepaialions  on  our 
northern  frontier: 

War  department,  March  27,  1840. 

Sir:  The  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, “that  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  if  in  his 
judgment  compatible  with  the  public  interest,  any 
information  wdiich  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
government,  or  which  can  be  conveniently  obtain- 
ed, of  the  military  and  naval  preparations  of  the 
British  authorities  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the 
United  States,- from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean:  designating  the  permanent  from  the  tempo- 
rary and  field  works,  and  particularly  by  noting 
those  which  are  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the 
United  States;”  having  been  referred  by  you  to  this 
department,  it  was  immediately  referred  to  major 
general  Scott,  and  other  officers  who  have  been  sta- 
tioned on  the  frontier  referred  to,  for  such  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  as  they  possessed,  and  could 
readily  procure;  and  an  examination  is  now  in  pro- 
gress for  such  as  may  be  contained  in  the  files  of 
* this  department.  General  Scott  is  the  only  officer 
yet  heard  from;  and  a copy  of  his  report  is  herewith 
submitted,  together  with  a copy  of  that  to  which  he 
refers,  made  upon  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  9th  instant.  As  soon  as  the 
other  officers  who  have  been  called  upon  are  heard 
from,  and  the  examination  of  the  files  of  the  depart- 
ment is  completed,  any  further  information  which 
may  be  thus  acquired  will  be  immediately  laid  be- 
fore you. 

Very  respectfully  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  ike  president  of  the  United  Stales. 


Head  quarters  eastern  division , 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.. March  23,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  received  from  your  office  copies  of  two 
resolutions  passed,  respectively,  the  12th  and  9th  in- 
stant, one  by  the  senate  and  the  other  by  the  house 
of  representatives;  and  I am  asked  for  “any  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  both  or  either  of  the  reso- 
lutions ttiat  be  in  [my]  possession.” 

In  respect  to  the  naval  force  recently  maintained 
upon  the  American  lakes  by  Great  Britain,  I have 
just  had  the  honor  to  report  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
by  whom  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives (of  the  9th  instant)  was  directly  refeired  to 
me. 

I now  confine  myself  to  the  senate’s  resolution, 
respecting  “military  [I  omit  naval]  prepaialions  of 
the  British  authorities  on  the  northern  frontiers  of 
the  United  States,  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  distinguishing  the  permanent  from  the 
temporary  and  field  works,  and  particularly  noting 
those  which  are  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the 
United  States.” 

I will  here  remark  that,  however  well  my  duties 
have  made  me  acquainted  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  line  in  question,  1 have  paid  but  slight  attention 
lo  the  forts  and  barracks  erected  by  the  British  au- 
thorities near  the  bordersof  Maine  above  Fiederic- 
ton,  in  New  Brunswick,  or  in  Upper  Canada,  above 
Cornwall,  being  of  the  fixed  opinion  (which  need  not 
here  be  developed;  that  all  such  structures  would 
be  of  little  or  no  military  value  to  either  of  the  par- 
lies  in  the  event  of  a new  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

I was,  last  summer,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, and  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  British  fort 
or  bairack  on  the  St.  Mary’s  river,  the  outlet  of  that 
lake. 

Between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie  the  British  have 
three  sets  of  barracks;  one  at  Windsor,  opposite  to 
Detroit,  one  at  Sandwich,  a little  lower  down,  and 
the  third  at  Malden,  eighteen  miles  from  the  first, 
all  built  of  sawed  logs,  strengthened  by  blockhouses, 
loop  holes,  &c.  Malden  has  long  been  a military 
post,  witli  slight  defences.  These  have  been  lecent- 
ly  strengthened.  The  works  at  Sandwich  and 
Windsor  have  also,  I think,  been  erected  within  the 
last  six  or  eight  months. 

Near  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  the  British  have 
two  small  forts,  George  and  Messisanga.  Both  ex- 
isted during  the  last  war.  The  latter  may  be  termed 
la  permanent  work.  Slight  barracks  have  been 
erected  within  the  last  two  years  on  the  same  side, 
near  the  falls  and  at  Chippewa,  with  breastworks 
at  the  latter  place;  but  nothing,  I believe,  above  the 
works  first  named,  on  the  Niagara,  which  can  be 
termed  a foit. 

Since  the  commencement  of  recent  troubles  in 
the  Canadas  (and  consequent  thereupon)  within 
our  limits,  Fort  William  Henry,  at  Kingston,  and 
Fort  Wellington, opposite  Ogdensburg,  (old  works), 
have  both  been  stengthened  within  tnemselves,  be- 
sides the  addition  of  dependencies.  These  forts  may 
be  called  permanent. 

On  the  St.  Lawrepce  below  Prescott,  and  con- 
fronting our  territory,  I know  of  no  other  military 
post.  Twelve  miles  above,  at  Brockville,  there 
may  be  temporary  barracks  and  breastworks.  1 
know  that  of  late  Brockville,  has  been  a military 
station. 

In  the  system  of  defences  on  the  approaches  to 
Montreal,  the  Isle  Avx  Noix,  a few  miles  below  our 
line,  and  in  the  oullet  of  Lake  Champlain,  stands 
at  the  head.  This  island  contains  within  itself  a 
system  of  permanent  works  of  great  strength.  On 
them  the  British  government  has,  from  time  lo  lime, 
since  the  peace  of  1815,  expended  much  skill  and 
labor. 

Odletown,  near  our  line,  on  the  western  side  of 
Lake  Champlain,  has  been  a station,  for  a body  of 
Canadian  miiitia  for  two  years,  to  guard  the  neigh- 
borhood from  refugee  incendiaries  from  our  side.  I 
think  that  barracks  have  been  erected  there  lor  the 
accommodation  ot  those  troops,  and  also  at  a station, 
with  the  like  object,  near  Alburgh,  in  Vermont. 

It  is  believed  tiiat  there  are  no  important  British 
forts,  or  extensive  British  barracks,  on  our  borders, 
from  Vermont  to  Maine. 

In  respect  to  such  structures  on  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory,governor  Fairfield’s  published  letters  contain 
fuller  information  than  has  reached  me  through  any 
other  channel.  I have  heard  of  no  new  military 
preparations  by  the  British  authorities  on  the  St. 
Croix  or  Passamaquoddy  bay. 

Among  such  preparations,  perhaps  1 ought  not  to 
omit  the  fact  that  Great  Britain,  besides  numerous 
corps  oi  well  organized  and  well  instructed  militia, 
has,  at  this  lime,  within  her  N.  American  provinces, 
more  than  20,000  of  her  best  regular  troops.  The 
whole  of  those  forces  might  be  brought  to  the  verge 
of  our  territory  in  a few  days.  Two-thirds  of  that 
regular  force  has  arrived  out  since  the  spring  of 


1838.  I remain,  sir,  with  srreat  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Brig.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adjutant  general  U.  S.  A. 

Washington,  Murcli  2S,  1840, 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

1 communicate  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
in  compliance  with  (heir  resolution  of  the  9lh  in- 
stant, reports  from  Ihe  secretaries  of  state  and  war, 
with  documents  which  contain  information  on  the 
subject  of  that  resolution.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Department  of  stale,  Washington,  March  13, 1840, 
The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  reler- 
red  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  9th  instant,  requesting  Ihe  president  lo  commu- 
nicate to  tiiat  body,  “if  compatible  w ith  the  public 
service,  whether  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
have  expressed  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  a desire  to  annul  the  arrangement  entered 
inlo  between  the  two  governments  in  the  month  of 
April,  1817,  respecting  the  naval  force  to  be  main- 
tained upon  the  American  lakes,  and  that,  if  said  ar- 
rangement be  not  annulled,  whether  there  has  been 
any  violation  of  the  same  by  the  authorities  of 
Great  Britain,”  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  presi- 
dent a copy  of  the  only  communication  on  file  in 
tiiis  department  on  the  subject  to  which  this  reso- 
lution refers.  Piior  to  Ihe  date  of  that  communica- 
tion the  secretary  of  state,  in  an  interview  invited 
for  that  purpose,  called  Mr.  Fox’s  attention  to  the 
disregard  by  her  majesty’s  colonial  authorities  of 
the  conventional  arrangement  bet  ween  the  two  coun- 
tries, as  to  the  extent  of  navai  armaments  upon  the 
lakes. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  past  year  the  secretary  of 
state  made  known  verbally,  lo  Mr.  Fox,  that,  the 
causes  assigned  in  his  note  no  longer  existing,  the 
president  expected  that  the  British  armament  upon 
ihe  lakes  would  be  placed  upon  t he  footing  pre- 
scribed by  the  convention.  Mr.  Fox  engaged  to 
communicate  without  delay  to  his  government  the 
substance  of  the  conversation  between  them;  and 
expressed  his  own  conviction  that,  if  the  winter 
then  ensuing  passed  without  renewed  attempts  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  Canadas,  there  could 
be  no  sufficient  motive  for  either  government  main- 
taining a force  beyond  that  authorised  by  the  con- 
vention of  1S17.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  president  of  the  U.  S. 

Washington,  November  25,  1838. 
Sh:  I am  informed  by  her  majesty’s  authorities 
in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  unlawful  and  piratical  acts  of  hostility  to 
which  those  provinces  are  at  present  exposed,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  equip,  under  the  British 
flag,  a more  extensive  naval  armament  upon  the 
lakes  and  rivers  which  include  the  boundary  line 
between  the  British  and  American  possessions  than 
either  government  w ould  be  authorised  to  maintain, 
according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of 
1817. 

I certainly  do  not  apprehend  that  any  objection 
against  this  proceeding  is  likely  to  be  raised  on  the 
part  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stales.  But, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  misapprehen- 
sion in  any  quarter,  I think  it  expedient  distinctly 
to  assure  you  that  the  armament  is  equipped  lor  Ihe 
sole  purpose,  as  above  expressed,  ol  guarding  her 
majesty’s  provinces  against  a manifest  and  acknow- 
ledged danger;  and  that  it  will  be  discontinued  at 
the  earliest  possible  period,  alter  the  causes  which 
now  create  that  danger  shall  have  ceased  to  exist.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  consi- 
deration, sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  ser- 
vant, H.  S.  FOX. 

The  lion.  John  Forsyth,  SfC. 

War  department,  March  27,  1840. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  a copy  of  Ihe  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  refeired  to  (his 
department  by  your  directions,  with  instructions  to 
report  any  “specific  information  in  possession  of  Ihe 
war  department  relative  to  the  present  British  naval 
armament  on  the  lakes,  and  the  periods  when  the 
increase  of  force  beyond  the  stipulations  of  Ihe  con- 
vention of  1817  were  severally  made  on  different 
points  of  Ihe  lake  frontier.” 

The  resolution  was  immediately  referred  to  ma- 
jor general  Scott,  and  oilier  officers  who  have  been 
serving  on  the  lake  frontier,  for  any  information  in 
their  possession,  or  in  their  power  immediately  to 
procure  upon  the  subject,  and  search  is  making  for 
such  as  may  be  on  the  files  of  the  department, 

1 now  enclose  for  your  information  a copy  of  the 
report  of  general  Scolt,  who  is  the  only  officer  yet 
heard  from.  As  soon  as  reports  are  received  from 
the  other  officers  called  upon,  and  the  examination 
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of  tile  files  of  the  department  is  completed,  any  ad- 
ditional information  which  may  be  thus  procured 
will  be  immediately  laid  before  you.  Very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  U.  S. 

Head  quarters,  eastern  division, 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.  March  23,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
of  the  16th  instant,  covering  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representative  of  the  9th,  referred  from  the 
department  of  state  to  the  department  of  war,  in- 
quiring “whether  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
[has]  expressed  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  a desire  to  annul  the  arrangement  entered 
into  between  the  two  governments  in  the  month  of 
April,  1817,  respecting  the  naval  force  to  be  main- 
tained upon  the  American  lake;  and  that,  if  said  ar- 
rangement be  not  annulled,  whether  there  has  been 
any  violation  of  the  same  by  the  authorities  of  Great 
Britain ?” 

Confining  myself  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  reso- 
lution, which  I have  underscored,  and  which  you 
have  referred  to  me,  I report  the  facts  within  my 
knowledge  connected  with  that  inquiry,  presuming 
that  I have  not  had  time  to  verify  my  own  impres- 
sions by  those  of  more  than  one  officer  [col.  Worth] 
who  has  recently  held  a command  under  me  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  British  North  American  pro- 
vinces.. 

I do  not  know,  nor  do  I believe,  that  the  British 
authorities  have  had  a single  armed  vessel  of  any 
description  on  the  lakes,  above  Detroit,  in  many 
years.  But  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1838, 
whilst  I was  absent  to  the  south,  I understood  from 
our  officers,  on  my  return,  that  the  authorities  in 
Upper  Canada  had  employed  one  or  more  armed 
steamers,  hired  for  the  purpose,  and  manned  with  a 
certain  number  of  troops,  to  cruise  on  Lake  Erie 
against  apprehended  invasions  from  our  side  on  the 
part  of  (he  people  called  Canadian  patriots. 

The  season  of  1839  having  been  a tranquil  one.  I 
did  not  hear  of  a single  armed  British  vessel  on  that 
take. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1838,  at  the  time  there 
was  a considerable  number  of  those  patriots  in  pos- 
session of  Navy  Island,  in  the  Niagara  river,  seek- 
ing to  make  a descent  on  the  opposite  Canadian 
shore,  the  British  authorities  hired  two  or  three  lake 
craft,  (schooners),  and  armed  and  manned  them  for 
the  purpose  of  frustrating  that  threatened  invasion; 
but  it  is  believed  that  those  vessels  were  never  on 
Lake  Eiie  whilst  so  armed  and  manned. and  that  they 
were  discharged  as  soon  as  that  particular  danger  had 
passed  away. 

Down  to  the  burning  of  the  British,  merchant 
steamer,  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
in  1S3S,  I cannot  learn  that  the  authorities  of  the 
Canadas  had  any  armed  vessel  of  any  sort,  in  acti- 
vity, (whatever  they  might  have  had  laid  up  in  port), 
either  on  Lake  Ontario,  or  on  the  liver  St.  Law- 
rence; but  after  that  event,  and  up  to  the  close  of 
navigation  in  1838,  I learn  fiont  col.  Worth,  who 
returned  from  the  Cherokee  country  to  the  Canadian 
frontier  several  months  before  my  return,  that  those 
authorities  had  employed  several  hired  steamers, 
besides  barges,  all  armed  and  manned,  cruising 
against  parties  of  the  same  patriots,  principally  on 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  confined  to  theirown  waters. 

During  the  past  season  (of  1839),  and  up  the 
close  of  navigation,  two  steamers,  (owned  or  hired 
by  the  British  authorities ),  one  schooner,  and  a num- 
ber of  barges,  were  in  like  manner  employed  on  the 
same  lake  and  river,  as  a security  against  an  appre- 
hended renewal  of  the  troubles  of  the  preceding 
year.  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  w ith  high  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

AVINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

ARMY. 

Florida.  The  Savannah  Georgian  of  the  29th  ult. 
has  the  following  items; 

Indian  murders.  Every  week  brines  i's  tale  of 
blood.  Capt.  Brooks,  of  the  General  Clinch,  informs 
us  that  some  time  last  week,  the  rev.  Mr.  McRea, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  was  killed  while 
riding  his  circuit  by  Indians,  within  three  miles  of 
Micanopy. 

Also  that  an  express  arrived  at  Garey’s  Ferry  on 
Saturday  evening,  bringing  intelligence  ofthe  capture 
and  direction  of  a train  of  wagons,  some  where  in 
Middle  Florida.  The  wagons  were  burned,  the 
mules  killed  and  the  sergeant  in  command  of  the 
train,  mortally  wounded. 

Col.  Twigg's  expedition.  On  Thursday  morning 
this  gallant  colonel  started  from  Garev’s  Ferry,  in 
the  steamers  Gen  Clinch  and  Win.  Gaston,  with 
eleven  bloodhounds  for  the  Ocklawaha.  The  num- 
ber of  regular  tiWOps  was  275,  besides  a large  num- 


ber of  citizen  volunteers.  The  entire  force  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  in  excellent  spirits,  warmly 
animated  with  the  hope  of  success,  aud  confidence 
in  the  enterprise. 

NAVY. 

Officers  ofthe  navy  yards,  stations,  fyc. 

Baltimore,  March  1,  1810. 

Stations.  Commodore  Henry  E.  Ballard,  com- 
mandant; surgeon,  George  S.  Sproston;  purser,  John 
N.  Hambleton;  navy  agent,  John  Thomas. 

Rendezvous.  Commander,  Sam’l  L.  Breese;  lieuts. 
Henry  Pinkney,  H.  Y.  Purviance;  surgeon,  Mifflin 
Coulter. 

Receiving  vessel  Pioneer.  Lieutenant  command- 
ing, George  N.  Hollins:  lieut.  Charles  H.  McBlair; 
passed  midshipman,  James  Riddle. 

Washington,  March  1,  1840. 

Navy  yard.  Captain  Thomas  Huldup  Stevens, 
commandant;  commander,  John  H.  Aulick;  lieut. 
Robert  B.  Cunningham;  surgeon.  David  S,  Edwards; 
assistant  surgeon,  Charles  A.  Hassier;  purser,  Dud- 
ley Walker;  chaplain,  William  Ryland;  master,  Mar- 
maduke  Dove;  gunner,  Thomas  Barry;  navy  agent, 
Elias  Kane;  n.iny  store  keeper,  Cary  Selden;  master 
blacksmith,  Jas.  Tucker;  master  blockmaker,  Amon 
Woodward;  master  engineers.  Win.  M.  Ellis,  John 
1J.  Smoot;  master  plumber,  John  Davis,  of  Abel; 
inspector  and  measurer  of  limber,  J.  Carbery;  clerk 
ofthe  yard,  Ricb’d  Barry;  clerks  to  the  commandant, 
Win.  H.  Bayne  and  David  M.  Comb;  storekeeper, 
Geo.  Herold;  master  builder,  F.  Barry,  sen.;  porter, 
Thomas  Ward;  keeper  of  the  magazine,  William 
Hebb.  [.Army  and  Navy  Chro. 

List  of  officers  of  U.  S.  ship  Relief.  Lieut,  com- 
manding, A.  K.  Long;  lieuts.  M.  G.  L.  Claiborne, 
H.  J.  Hartshone,  J.  B.  Dale;  acting  surgeon,  J.  F. 
Sickles;  boatswain.  Win.  Black;  gunner,  J.  Dander- 
son;  carpenter,  W.  M.  Laightori;  sailmaker,  John 
Jones;  captain’s  clerk,  Wm,  H.  Insley. 

Passengers — J.  Percival  and  G.  W.  Ellis,  master’s 
mates;  G.  W.  Bright,  gunner;  J.  W.  Abbot  and  capt. 
John  Tucker,  late  of  the  whale  ship  Richmond,  of 
New  Bedford. 

, The  U.  S.  frigate  Independence  was  lowed  into 
the  harbor  of  New  York  on  Wednesday  morning  by 
two  steamboats. 

The  U.  S.  sliip-ol-war  Fail  field  has  also  arrived 
at  New  York  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  U.  States  frigate  Macedonian,  and  sloops-of- 
war  Warren,  Levant  and  Ontario,  were  at  Havana, 
March  21st,  all  well.  Three  British  sloops-of-war 
were  lying  too  oft'  the  Moro  Castle,  at  the  above 
date. 

List  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Fairfield,  from 
Rio  Janeiro,  Feb.  15th. 

Commander,  Ciias.  Boarmari  ,esq.;  1st  lieutenant, 
Edward  G.  Tilton;  2-1  lieut.  Wm.  McBlair;  3d  lieut. 
Oliver  S.  Glisson;  4th  lieut.  Edward  L.  Handy;  5th 
lieut.  Thomas  R.  Bootes;  acting  master,  Samuel 
Larkin;  puiser,  Andrew  J.  Watson;  surgeon,  Benj. 
F.  Bache;  assistant  surgeons,  John  S.  Messersinilh, 
John  A.  Guion;  passed  midshipman,  Nathaniel  G. 
Bay;  midshipmen,  Benjamin  S.  Gantt,  Isaac  S. 
Keatli  You,  Isaac  N.  Morris,  James  U.  Ripley, 
Fenwick  J.  Stenson;  captain’s  cleric,  John  A.  King; 
gunner,  George  Serian;  boatswain,  Joseph  Petty; 
carpenter,  W m.  Jordan;  sail  maker,  John  Heckle. 


MESSRS.  BUCHANAN  AND  DAVIS. 

Debate  in  the  senate,  Friday,  March  6,  1840. 

Mr.  Davis  having  concluded  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Buchanan’’ s charge  of  misrepresentation,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  When  I addressed  tile  senate  on 
Tuesday  last,  I endeavored  to  state  rny  cause  of 
complaint  in  (he  mildest  manner  which  the  nature 
of  the  case  admitted,  and  to  treat  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Dacis),  so  far  as  I could,  with 
courtesy  and  respect.  The  remarks  of  that  gen- 
tleman to-day  have  absolved  me  from  any  such 
obligation,  and  I shall  proceed  to  refer  to  his  mis- 
representations of  my  speech  in  favor  of  the  inde- 
pendent treasury  Dill  as  they  deserve.  At  the  same 
time,  I shall  endeavor  to  perform  this  duty  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  rny  own  self-respect,  and 
will)  the  elevated  character  of  the  senate. 

The  senator,  in  his  labored  remarks,  has  endea- 
vored to  draw  me  into  into  a false  issue.  In  this 
attempt,  he  shall  not  succeed.  I am  not  thus  to 
be  diverted  from  my  purpose.  Have  I,  or  have  I 
not,  advanced  the  arguments  which  he  has  pub- 
lished to  the  world,  that  I urged  in  favor  of  the 
bill?  This  is  the  question  at  issue  between  us. 

In  regard  to  his  speech  against  the  independent 
treasury  bill.  I have  never  said,  (lor  I never  shall 
say  what  I do  not  know  to  be  true)  that  he  did 
not  make  that  speech  in  the  senate.  The  hour 
was  late — the  patience  of  the  body  was  exhausted, 
and.  he  left  the  seat  near  me  which  he  usually  oc- 
cupies, and  spoke  from  another  part  of  fife  hall. 


He  is,  therefore,  mistaken  in  stating  that  I sat  near 
where  he  stood,  whilst  he  was  delivered  his  speech. 
Not  having  the  least  intention  of  replying  to  him. 

I was  talking  freely,  when  in  my  seat,  to  those 
around  me,  and  was  out  of  it  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  time  whilst  be  was  speaking.  1 not 
only  did  not  hear  him  utter  any  one  of  the  misre- 
presentations of  which  1 now  complain;  but  I 
most  solemnly  declare  that  I never  even  suspected 
him  for  having  given  them  currency  in  his  speech, 
until  my  attention  was  called  to  it  by  a friend  on 
Saturday  evening  last.  This  may  have  been  cul- 
pable negligence  on  my  part.  Whether  or  not,  it 
has  taught  me  the  necessity  of  paying  strict  atten- 
tion to  the  senator’s  statements,  should  he  ever  re- 
ply to  me  hereafter. 

But,  sir,  whether  the  speech  delivered  and  the 
speech  published  be  identical  or  not,  this  cannot 
vary  the  question.  It  remains  precisely  the  same. 
Has  the  senator  attributed  lo  me  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  which  I never  used?  This  is  the 
point  in  controversy. 

If  the  most  artful  and  unfair  man  in  the  world 
had  determined  to  destroy  any  public  measure,  iu 
what  manner  could  he  most  effectually  damn  it  iu 
public  estimation?  It  would  be  to  enumerate  all 
the  terrible  consequences  which  would  flow  from 
it,  according  to  the  predictions  of  its  enemies,  and 
put  them  into  the  mouth  of  its  friends  as  arguments 
in  its  favor.  There  could  not  by  possibility  be 
any  stronger  admissions  of  its  evil  tendency.  Such 
is  the  manner  in  which  I have  been  treated  by  the 
senator,  and  such  is  the  character  of  my  complaint 
against  him. 

Sir,  the  enemies  of  the  independent  treasury 
have  denounced  it,  from  the  beginning,  as  a mea- 
sure which  would  destroy  the  banl{3  of  the  coun- 
try, introduce  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  pros- 
trate credit,  check  importations,  and  reduce  the 
value  of  property  and  the  wages  of  labor.  Now, 
I could  not  offer  the  least  objection  against  any  se- 
nator in  the  opposition  for  urging  any  arguments 
he  pleased,  to  prove  that  the  bill  would  be  produc- 
tive of  all  these  fatal  consequences.  This  would 
be  all  perfectly  lair.  What  I do  object  to,  is,  that 
the  senator,  instead  of  urging  these  arguments 
against  tile  hill  himself,  has  reiterated,  over  and 
over  again,  that  I supported  it,  hecause  these  dis- 
astrous consequences  w ould  result  from  its  passage. 
The  senator  lias  placed  me  precisely  in  this  posi- 
tion. If  I can  prevent  it,  tie  shall  not  escape  from 
this  plain  question  of  fact  by  retreating  into  a wide 
field  of  irrelevant  argument. 

If  this  matter  had  been  personal  to  myself alone, 
I might  ha\e  borne  it,  and  probably  w'ould  have 
borne  it,  in  silence.  But,  on  the  eve  of  a presi- 
dential election,  my  sins  are  to  be  visited  upon  the 
present  administration,  whose  principles  I support. 
The  president  is  to  be  struck  at  through  my  side: 
and  it  is  thus  attempted  to  make  the  public  be- 
lieve that  he  also  sustains  the  independent  treasury 
bill  because  it  will  be  productive  of  all  the  ruinous 
consequences  which  have  been  portrayed.  This  is 
the  key  to  unlock  the  whoie  published  speech  of 
the  senator  f rom  Massachusetts. 

In  its  first  paragraph,  lie  professes  his  intention 
of  making  “a  brief  reply  to  the  new  doctrines 
which  have  been  now,  lor  the  first  time,  published 
here,  and  come  to  us  through  channels  that  leave 
no  doubt  of  Iheir  being  the  doctrines  of  the  admi- 
nistration.” 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  are  these  new  doc- 
trines which  the  senator  says  involve  “great  and 
momentous  considerations,  affecting  the  most  che- 
lished  interests  of  the  people?”  After  heralding 
them  in  this  imposing  manner,  he  proceeds  to  an- 
nounce them.  Two  friends  of  the  administration, 
says  he,  Mr.  Walker  and  myself,  have  declared 
that  this  bill— mark  tne— this  very  independent 
tieasury  bill  “contains  the  necessary  corrective 
[for  the  evils]  imputable  to  the  pernicious  influ- 
ence of  bank  paper,  as  will  check  importations  of 
foreign  goods,  suppress  what  they  call  the  credit 
system,  and  by  restoring  a specie  currency,  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  laborer  and  the  value  of  proper- 
ly.” 

“This  is  the  character  given  to  the  measure  by 
its  friends;  and,  alarming  as  the  doctrines  are,  I am 
gratified  that  they  are  fiankly  avowed.” 

Now,  sir,  should  I not  deserve  a straight  jacket; 
oijn-ht  I not  to  be  placed  in  confinement  by  my 
friends,  if  these  imputations  were  well  founded? 
What  sir,  to  rise  before  this  august  body  and  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  I support  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill— first,  because  it  will  destroy  the  banks  of 
the  country,  abolish  all  bank  paper,  and  restore  a 
specie  currency;  second,  because  it  w ill  check  im- 
por'ations;  third,  because  it  will  suppress  the  cre- 
dit system;  and  fourth,  because  it  will  reduce  the 
wages  of  the  laborer  and  the  value  of  proffertyfl 
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And  yet  this  is  the  ridiculous  attitude  in  which  I 
ara  placed  by  the  senator’s  speech.  It'  these  impu- 
tations were  well  founded,  I must  be  one  of  the 
most  ferocious  men  in  existence.  Destruction 
must  be  my  delight.  No  wild  agrarian  in  the  coun- 
try has  ever  thought  of  waging  such  an  indiscrimi- 
nate war  against  all  property,  my  own  among  the 
rest,  as  that  which  has  been  attributed  to  me  by 
the  senator. 

Now,  sir,  need  I say  in  the  presence  of  this  body, 
before  which  my  speech  was  delivered,  that  I 
never  used  any  such  arguments?  On  the  contrary, 
in  my  reply  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay),  I advanced  no  ‘mew  doctrines,”  but  pur- 
sued the  very  same  course  of  argument  which  I 
had  adopted  when  this  measure  was  first  before  the 
senate  in  September,  1837.  I was  then  convinced, 
and  so  declared  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
this  bill  would  not  injuriously  affect  the  sound  and 
solvent  banks  of  the  country;  and  my  reflections 
since  have  served  to  confirm  this  conviction.  One 
of  the  points  which  I most  strongly  urged  at  that 
time,  in  answer  to  the  objections  of  the  enemies  of 
the  bill,  was,  that  it  would  not  operate  with  that 
severity  upon  the  banks  which  they  professed  to 
apprehend.  I alleged  “that  the  cause  w'as  too  im- 
potent to  produce  any  such  effect,”  and  “that  its 
influence  would  scarcely  be  felt;”  and  I maintain- 
ed these  propositions  in  the  course  of  my  remarks. 
In  my  late  speech,  which  has  been  the  subject  ol 
so  much  unfounded  remarks,  I congratulated  the 
country  that  “the  prominent  arguments  formerly 
urged  against  the  independent  treasury  bill  had 
nearly  all  vanished  away.”  Among  others  of  this 
description,  I expressed  my  astonishment,  “that 
we  had  no  homily  from  the  senator  (Mr.  Clay) 
against  the  specie  clause  of  the  bill.  Even  this 
seems  to  have  lost  much  of  its  terrors.  It  is  no 
longer  the  terrific  monster  which  was  to  devour  all 
the  banks,  and  establish  a pure  metallic  currency 
for  all  the  transactions  of  all  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.” 

And  yet,  in  the  very  face  of  all  this,  the  senator, 
in  his  speech,  has  put  into  my  mouth,  as  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  of  course  as  consequences 
resulting  from  it  which  I desired,  that  it  would 
destroy  the  banks,  introduce  a pure  metallic  cur- 
rency, suppress  credit,  and  reduce  the  wages  of 
labor,  and  the  price  of  property.  Can  he  point  to 
any  portion  of  my  speech  in  which  I contended 
that  this  bill  would  produce  these  monstrous  effects? 
If  he  himself  had  urged  that  it  would,  I say  again, 
I could  have  made  no  objection.  My  cause  of 
complaint  is,  that  he  has  sent  abroad  to  the  world 
his  speech,  and  has  by  it  placed  ine  in  lha  redicu- 
lous  attitude  of  not  only  admitting  that  all  these  ob- 
jections to  the  bill  are  true,  but  of  strenuously 
urging  its  passage  for  this  very  reason.  This,  1 
repeat,  is  the  point  of  the  controversy  between  us. 
In  order  to  make  good  his  charge,  he  must  prove 
that  I used  any  such  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill 
— a task  which  no  moral  man  can  perform.  1 never 
thought  or  dreamed  of  any  such  arguments. 

But  the  senator  proceeds  to  weave  his  web  with 
much  art.  He  says: 

“I  will  now  notice  the  effects  upon  the  public 
policy  imputed  to  this  bill.  We  have  always  been 
told  that  it  was  a simple  proposition  to  divorce  the 
government  from  the  banks,  so  as  to  enable  it  to 
hold  its  own  money,  and,  therefore,  harmless  in  its 
character,  as  it  would  affect  nothing  else.” 

This  wa9  precisely  the  character  which  I gave  of 
it  throughout  my  late  speech. 

“But,  sir,  (says  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts) the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  while  he  de- 
clares that  he  is  not  for  an  exclusive  hard  money 
currency,  or,  in  other  words,  is  not  hostile  to  well 
regulated  state  banks,  if  they  can  be  well  regulated, 
as  he  expresses  himself,  argues  that  this  bill  will 
diminish  importations,  suppress  credit,  and  stop 
speculation,  by  modifying  the  currency,  so  far  as  to 
work  out  these  extraordinary  ends.” 

And  here  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  extreme 
candor  of  the  senator  is  worthy  of  all  commenda- 
tion. He  seems  to  have  been  shocked  at  my  de- 
structive propensities.  He  was  unwilling  that  the 
public  should  believe  that  even  this  bill  was  as  bad 
as  1 had  represented  it  to  be.  In  order  to  apologize 
for  my  indiscretion,  and  to  prevent  the  country 
from  being  too  much  alarmed  at  my  arguments,  he 
most  kindly  interposes. 

“I  arn  by  no  means  satisfied  (says  he)  that  it  (the 
bill)  is  capable  of  producing  all  these  consequen- 
ces; but  as  such  a power  is  imputed  to  it  by  its 
warmest  friends,  and  those  who  are  in  the  councils 
and  confidence  of  the  administration,  who  bring  it 
forward  with  this  view  and  expectation,  I shall,  in 
this  reply,  confine  myself  to  the  positions  assumed. 
That  it  will  do  the  country  no  good,  I have  never 
doubted;  but  I have  never  allowed  myself  to  believe 


that  it  can  exert  that  influence  upon  its  affairs  which 
is  ascribed  to  it.” 

Those  in  the  councils  and  confidence  of  the  ad- 
ministration bring  the  bill  forward  and  impute  these 
terrible  consequences  to  it;  though  the  senator  him- 
self recoils  from  the  idea  that  it  would  produce 
such  disastrous  effects!  I again  repeat  that  this  is 
the  issue  between  him  and  me.  Did  I ever  im- 
pute any  such  consequences  to  .the  bill?  That  is 
the  question. 

The  senator  next  proceeds  to  comment  separate- 
ly jn  detail  upon  each  of  the  arguments  in  lavor  of 
the  bill  which  he  has  thus  imputed  to  me,  as  though 
they  had  been  leading  points  of  my  speech.  After 
concluding  this  portion  of  his  speech,  he  refers  to 
the  3d.  or  4d.  per  day  which  the  laboring  man  in 
hard  money  Holland  receives;  and  thus  leaves  it  to 
be  inferred,  though  he  has  not  expressly  asserted 
the  proposition,  that  1 desire  to  bring  down  the 
laboring  man  to  the  condition  of  the  miserable  serfs 
of  Europe.  The  senator  has  shown  much  ingenui- 
ty in  this  effort. 

He  then  proceeds  to  his  hypothetical  case.  Hy- 
pothetical I admit  it  to  be  in  the  first  instance;  but 
after  stating  it  as  such,  he  makes  it  real,  by  declar- 
ing that  I had  ascribed  the  power  to  the  bill  of  pro- 
ducing the  effect  which  he  describes. 

And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  remaik,  that  after 
the  disclaimer  which  I understood  him  to  have 
made  on  Tuesday  last,  in  regard  to  this  topic,  I 
should  have  taken  care  in  my  reported  speech  to 
have  suppressed  every  allusion  to  the  subject 
which  could  have  caused  him  pain.  He  has  now 
disclaimed  the  disclaimer,  and  I shall  act  accord- 
ingly. 

He  says: 

“To  follow  out  the  case,  I have  supposed  the  in- 
come of  every  man,  except  the  exporter,  is  to  be 
reduced  one-half  in  the  value  of  wages  and  proper- 
ty, while  all  foreign  merchandise  will  cost  the 
same,  which  will  obviously,  in  effect,  double  the 
price,  as  it  will  take  twice  the  amount  of  labor,  or 
twice  the  amount  of  the  products  of  labor,  to  pur- 
chase it.” 

Thus  far  the  case  is  suppositious;  but  the  senator, 
in  plain  English  makes  it  a reality  against  myself- 
in  the  very  next  sentence. 

“I  do  not  ascribe,”  says  he,  “this  power  to  the 
bill;  but  it  is  enough  for  me  that  its  friends  do.” 
What  power?  What  is  the  immediate  antecedent? 
Is  it  not  this  power,  ascribed  by  its  friends  to  the 
bill,  of  reducing  one-half  “the  value  of  wages  and 
property”  in  the  country?  But  let  us  proceed  a 
little  further.  In  the  next  sentence  he  asks,  “what 
response  will  the  farmers,  mechanics,  manufactur- 
ers and  laborers,  make  to  such  a flagitious  propo- 
sition.” 

What  i3  this  flagitious  proposition?  Is  it  the 
independent  treasury  bill  in  itself?  No,  sir;  no. 
The  senator  throughout,  with  affected  candor,  ex- 
presses the  opinion  that  this  bill  would  produce  no 
such  fatal  consequences  as  had  been  ascribed  to  i! 
by  its  friends.  No,  sir;  it  is  palpably  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  senator  to  induce  the  public  to 
believe  that  one  of  my  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
bill  was  that  it  would  reduce  the  value  of  wages 
and  property  one-half.  He  was  pursuing  the  course 
which  he  had  adopted  throughout  every  previous 
part  of  his  speech,  still  persisting  in  doing  me  thfe 
injury  of  putting  arguments  into  my  mouth  which 
I had  never  uttered.  Any  plain  man  who  reads 
his  speech  would  place  this  construction  upon  it. 
After  the  senator  has  done  me  all  the  mischief  he 
could,  in  public  estimation,  it  is  now  too  late  for 
him  to  say  that  he  did  not  attribute  this  argument 
to  me. 

Sir,  his  speech  is  not  a manly  and  open  argument 
against  the  independent  treasury  bill.  Itisasubtle 
and  ingenious  contrivance  throughout,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  casting  odium  upon  the  administration  and 
its  friends,  by  ascribing  to  them  arguments  which 
they  never  uttered,  and  sentiments  which  they  have 
always  disavowed. 

It  i3  an  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  public  the  be- 
lief that  we  support  the  bill,  not  because  it  will  sepa- 
rate the  banks  from  the  government,  but  because  it 
will  destroy  the  banks,  introduce  a pure  metallic  cur- 
rency, suppress  credit,  and  reduce  the  value  of  pro- 
perty and  the  wages  of  labor.  The  senator  has  be- 
come the  witness  against  us;  and  he  cannot,  and 
shall  not,  escape  from  the  consequences  of  his  own 
testimony. 

A “flagitious  proposition!”  The  highest  Eng- 
lish authority  informs  us  that  the  meaning  of  the 
word  ‘•■flagitious,”  is  “peculiarly  infamous;”  and  I 
shall  leave  the  senate  and  the  world  to  determine 
whether  this  term  may  not  be  more  appropriately 
applied  to  the  senator’s  misrepresentations  of  my 
remarks  than  to  the  independent  treasury  bill. 

What  a wronderftil  spectacle  is  presented  in  this 
i speech  of  the  senator!  From  the  first  to  the  last, 


from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  my  speech,  I did 
not  attribute  to  this  bill  one  of  the  consequences 
which  he  has  imputed  to  ine.  With  my  settltd  con- 
victions of  the  effect  of  the  bill,  1 should  have  been 
the  greatest  dunce  in  Christendom  thus  to  have 
causelessly  alarmed  the  fears  ot  the  country.  I ne- 
ver intimated  that  it  would  seriously  injure,  much 
less  destroy,  the  state  banks.  It  never  entered  into 
my  conception  that  it  would  introduce  a pure  me- 
tallic currency,  or  reduce  the  wages  of  labor,  or  de- 
stroy the  credit  system,  or  seriously  aliect  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  in  any  manner.  I treated  it 
throughout,  as  what  the  senator  informed  us  we  had 
been  uniformly  told  by  its  friends  that  it  was,  “a 
simple  proposition  to  divorce  the  government  lroin 
the  banks  so  as  to  enable  it  to  keep  its  own  money, 
and  therefore,  harmless  in  its  character,  as  it  would 
effect  nothing  else.”  Throughout  my  speech,  it 
was  one  of  my  chief  purposes  in  advocating  the  bill, 
asit  had  been  in  18D7,to  allay  the  fears  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  prove  that  it  would  produce  none  of  these 
fearful  effects. 

I am  happy  to  think  that  my  efforts  in  this  re- 
spect, have  not  proved  w holly  unavailing.  I have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  had  some  in- 
fluence in  disabusing  the  minds  ol  holiest  men  and 
relieving  them  from  the  apprehensions  which  they 
had  formerly  entertained  on  the  subject.  I puisued 
the  very  same  course  of  argument  I had  done  ill 
September,  1837,  when  I first  addressed  the  senate 
on  this  bill.  On  that  occasion,  I said:  “Jn  this  cri- 
sis all  which  the  general  government  can  etiect  is, 
in  the  first  place,  to  withhold  its  deposites  from  the 
banks,  and  thus  refrain  from  contributing  its  funds 
to  swell  the  torrent  of  wild  speculation;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  to  restrain  the  extravagance  of  their 
credits  and  issues,  in  some  small  degree,  by  collect- 
ing and  disbursing  our  revenue  exclusively  in  spe- 
cie, or  in  the  notes  of  banks  w hich  will  pay  the 
balances  due  from  them  in  specie,  at  short  intervals. 
To  accomplish  these  two  purposes,  as  well  as  to 
render  the  public  revenue  more  secure,  are  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill  and  amendment  now  bcdoie  the  se- 
nate.” I never,  for  a single  moment  of  my  hie, 
enteitained  the  idea'  which  the  senator  has  imputed 
to  me,  that  the  bill  would  destroy  the  banks,  or 
even  restrain  their  extravagance  except  “in  some 
small  degree.”  Was  the  imputation  justified  by 
any  remarks  in  my  late  speech?  That,  I repeat 
again,  is  the  question  between  the  senator  and  my- 
self. In  that  speech,  1 declared  that  “our  chief  ob- 
jects in  adopting  the  independent  treasury  are,  to 
disconnect  the  government  from  all  banks,  to  se- 
cure the  people’s  money  horn  the  wreck  of  the 
banking  system,  and  to  have  it  always  ready  to 
promote  the  prospects  of  the  country  in  peace  and 
to  defend  it  in  war.  Incidentally,  however,  it  will 
do  some  good  in  checking  the  extravagant  spirit  of 
speculation,  which  is  the  bane  ol  the  country.” 

“In  the  first  place,  by  requiring  specie  in  all  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  ot  the  government,  j'oa 
will  create  additional  demand  for  gold  and  silver  to 
the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  per  annum, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  president.  A large 
portion  of  this  sum  will  be  drawn  from  the  banks, 
and  this  will  compel  them  to  keep  more  specie  in 
their  vaults,  in  proportion  to  their  circulation  and 
deposites,  and  to  bank  less.  This,  so  far  as  it  may 
go,  will  strike  at  the  root  of  the  existing  evil.  I 
fear,  however,  that  it  will  prove  to  be  but  a very 
inadequate  restraint  upon  excessive  banking. 

“In  the  second  place,  this  bill  wiil,  in  some  de- 
gree, diminish  our  imports,  especially  after  June, 
1812.  I most  heartily  concur  with  the  senator  in 
desiring  this  result.  What  i3  the  condition  of  the 
importing  business  at  the  present  moment?  It  is 
almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  British  agents, 
who  sell  all  the  manufactures  they  can  dispose  of 
in  other  portions  of  the  world,  and  then  bring  the 
residuum  here  to  glut  our  markets.  According  to 
our  existing  laws,  they  receive  a credit  from  the 
government  for  the  amount  of  its  duties.  They 
sell  the  goods  for  cash:  and  this  credit  becomes  so 
much  capital  in  their  hands,  to  enable  them  to  make 
fresh  importations.  The  independent  treasury  bill 
requires  that  all  duties  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  after  June,  1842,  the  compromise  law  will  take 
away  the  credits  altogether.  We  shall  then  have  a 
system  of  cash  duties  in  operation,  which  will  con- 
tribute much  to  reduce  the  amount  of  our  importa- 
tions, and  to  encourage  domestic  manufactures. 

“In  the  third  place,  this  bill  will  make  the  banking 
interest  the  greatest  economists  in  the  country,  so 
far  as  the  government  is  concerned.  Their  nerve 
of  self-interest  will  be  touched  in  favor  of  economy, 
and  this  will  induce  them  to  unite  with  the  people 
in  reducing  t.he  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the 
government  to  the  lowest  standard  consistently  with 
the  public  good.  They  will  hereafter  abhor  a sur- 
plus revenue,  as  much  as  they  delighted  in  it  for- 
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merly,  when  they  used  it  for  banking  purposes  — 
Any  surplus  which  may  exist  in  future,  will  be 
locked  up  in  gold  anu  silver,  in  the  vaults  of  our 
deposilories,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  amount,  will 
deprive  the  banks  of  so  much  of  their  specie. — 
They  will,  therefore,  become  the  partisans  of  re- 
ducing the  revenue  to  the  actual  and  necessary  ex- 
penditures of  the  government,  so  that  the  specie 
may  flow  out  of  the  sub-treasury  with  a rapidity 
corresponding  with  its  influx.  Nothing  but  a large 
surplus  can  seriously  injure  the  banks.  This  was 
demonstrated  to  me  by  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished financiers  which  our  country  has  ever  pro- 
duced, not  himself,  I believe,  friendly  to  the  inde- 
pendent treasury.  These  treasury  drafts,  in  the 
natural  course  ol  business,  w ill  find  their  W'ay  either 
into  the  banks  at  the  very  points  w here  our  depo- 
sitaries are  situated,  or  into  the  hands  of  individuals 
there  having  duties  to  pay  to  the  government. — 
Take,  for  example,  New  York.  A public  creditor 
receives  such  a draft  on  tire  receiver-general  in 
payment  ol  his  debt.  Will  he  carry  it  to  New 
York,  receive  payment,  and  transport  the  specie 
from  that  cit}-?  Such  instances  will  be  rare.  He 
will  generally  deposite  it  to  his  credit  in  the  bank 
with  which  he  transacts  his  business,  wherever 
that  may  be.  This  bank,  if  not  in  New  York,  will 
transmit  it  for  collection  to  one  of  the  banks  there; 
and  thus  these  banks  w ill  draw  the  specie  from  our 
depositary  as  rapidly  as  it  is  drawn  from  them  for 
the  payment  ol  the  public  dues.  Thus  the  equi- 
librium w ill  be  preserved,  so  long  as  the  govern- 
ment is  without  a large  surplus.  In  other  instances, 
these  drafts  will  be  sought  after  and  procured  by 
individuals  having  duties  to  pay,  and  they  will  be 
presented  to  the  receivers  geneia|,and  accepted  by 
them  instead  of  gold  and  silver.” 

I have  presented  these  extracts  from  my  speech 
before  t*.e  senate,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how 
absurd  it  was  to  have  imputed  to  me  the  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  bill  attributed  to  me  by  (he  senator 
from  Massachusetts.  Instead  of  ascribing  to  this 
bill  the  power  of  destroying  the  banks,  and  intro- 
ducing a pure  metallic  currency,  I declared  that  “I 
fear  it  will  prove  to  be  a very  inadequate  restraint 
upon  excessive  banking;”  and  that  it  will  not  affect 
the  banks  at  all,  unless  a large  surplus  of  gold  and 
silver  should  be  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  sub-trea- 
surers — a case  not  likely  soon  to  occur. 

I have  also  stated  that  it  would,  in  some  degree, 
diminish  our  imports,  especially  after  June,  1S42, 
when  the  duties  on  imported  goods  must  be  paid  in 
cash,  and  thus  encourage  our  domestic  manufac- 
tures. Is  there  a patriot — nay,  is  there  a man  in 
this  countiy  who  does  not  consider  this  “a  consum- 
mation devoutly  to  be  wished?” 

As  I stated  before,  I ridiculed  the  idea  that  this 
bill  would  destroy  the  banks  of  the  countiy,  and  sub- 
stitute a pure  metallic  currency  for  bank  paper. — 
Instead  oi  destroying  the  banks,  I pioved  that  it  did 
not  even  contain  any  power  of  wholesome  regula- 
tion; but  for  this  purpose  we  must  appeal  to  the 
state  legislatures.  I also  established  the  position, 
that  neither  a bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  the 
Bank  ol  England — instruments  of  vastly  greater 
power  than  the  independent  treasury — could,  even 
if  they  possessed  the  inclination,  restrain  the  exces- 
sive issues  and  credits  of  the  banks  of  the  respective 
countries. 

Now,  sir,  I have  presented  to  you  the  materials, 
and  the  only  materials,  from  which  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  could  have  derived  the  charge  against 
me,  which  is  presented  in  different  forms  through- 
out the  whole  course  of  his  speech;  that  I had  ar- 
gued that  this  bill  would  destroy  the  banks,  restore 
a specie  currency,  reduce  the  wages  of  labor  and 
the  value  of  property  one  half,  check  importations, 
and  suppress  the  credit  system.  I never  attributed 
any  one  of  these  consequences  to  the  bill.  It  is  too 
impotent  in  its  character  to  produce  any  such  ef- 
fects. 

The  senator  does  not  seem  to  perceive,  that  even 
if  he  could  prove  I was  a hard  money  man,  this 
would  not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  justify  his  state- 
ment ot  the  nature  of  my  argument.  It  is  now  too 
late  for  him  to  say,  as  he  has  done,  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  of  any  moment  to  investigate  the  degree 
ol  influence  which  the  bill  might,  have;  but  as  I had 
admitted  it  would  have  some  influence  as  a correc- 
tive, he  had  directed  his  reply  to  the  general  scope 
of  my  argument.  Had  his  published  speed]  corres- 
ponded with  these  sentiments,  he  and  I should 
never  have  had  this  unpleasant  controversy.  What 
I complain  ol  is,  not  that  he  drew  unjust  inferences 
from  my  argument;  but  t fiat  he  imputes  to  me  ar- 
guments which  I never  used:  not  that  he  declared 
ttiat  I had  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  bill  would 
have  some  influence  as  a corrective,  which  I cer- 
tainly did  express,  and  clearly  defined  whal,  in  my 
opinion,  would  be  the  extent  of  its  influence;  but 
that  he  put  into  my  mouth,  as  arguments  in  favor  of 


the  bill,  that  it  would  destroy  the  banks,  introduce  a 
pure  metallic  currency,  prostrate  credit  and  reduce 
the  value  of  wages  and  properly.  My  cause  of 
complaint  is  not  any  deductions  which  lie  might 
have  draw  n,  fairly  or  unfairly,  from  my  speech;  but 
it  rests  on  the  tact  that  he  has  attributed  to  me 
arguments  in  support  of  the  bill  which  I never 
urged  or  thought  of  urging.  He  might  himself 
have  contended,  he  might,  if  he  could,  have  in- 
ferred from  my  speech  I hat  I w as  a hard  money 
man,  (though  this  would  have  been  most  unjust  to- 
wards me),  and  have  drawn  any  deductions  from 
this  fact  which  he  thought  proper;,  but  lie  had  no 
right  to  make  me  say  that  the  bill  would  establish 
a hard  money  currency. 

Now,  sir,  the  whole  of  the  miserable  attacks 
which  have  been  made  upon  me  are  based  alone  on 
the  presumption  that  I am  an  exclusive  hard  money 
man.  On  this  question  my  opinions  have  never 
been  disguised.  Although  wiser  and  better  men 
than  myseil  may  be  friendly  to  a pure  metallic  cur- 
rency, yet  when  the  subject  was  first  broached  in 
the  senate,  I took  a decided  stand  against  it,  w hich 
I have  ever  since  maintained.  In  my  speech  of 
1S37,  I used  the  follow  ing  language: 

‘‘It  is  impossible  that  manulactures  and  commerce 
can  flourish  to  any  great  degree  in  this  country 
without  the  aid  of  extensive  credit.  I would  not, 
therefore,  abolish  banks  if  I could.  A return  to 
pure  metallic  currency  is  impossible.  To  make 
such  an  attempt  would  be  ruinous  as  well  as  absurd. 
It  would  al  once  diminish  the  value  of  all  property 
more  than  fifty  per  cent.;  and  would,  in  etiect,  dou- 
ble the  amount  of  every  man’s  debts.  It  would  en- 
rich creditors  at  the  expense  of  the  debtors,  and 
thus  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer.  It 
would  paralyze  industry  and  enterprise.  It  would 
give  enterprise  wholesome  food  to  feed  upon;  but 
would  not  drive  it  into  mad  speculation  by  adminis- 
tering unnatural  stimulants.” 

This  is  the  ground  which  I occupied  when  the 
question  was  first  raised  before  the  country.  It  is 
the  ground  which  I have  maintained  ever  since. — 
f differ  in  this  respect  with  my  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi, who  is  now  absent,  and  have  had  many  argu- 
ments with  him,  in  a kind  spirit,  to  convince  him 
ttiat  he  was  wrong  in  advocating  a pure  metallic 
curiency.  On  his  return;  he  will  be  no  little  as- 
tonished to  learn  that  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts has  represented  me,  in  the  very  speech  which 
afforded  the  occasion  of  several  of  these  friendly  ar- 
guments, not  only  as  a haid  money  man  but  as 
having  advocated  the  independent  treasury  bill, 
because  it  would  put  down  the  banks  and  introduce 
an  exclusive  haid  money  currency.  The  senator 
from  Mississippi,  whatever  may  be  his  abstract 
opinions,  never  used  any  such  arguments  in  favor 
of  (he  bill.  My  sentiments  upon  the  subject  have 
been  expressed  fully  and  freely,  both  here  and  else- 
where, as  often  as  the  occasion  offered.  How  any 
senator  could  have  misapprehended  them,  I am 
wholly  at  a loss  to  conjecture,  especially  after  I had 
clearly  and  distinctly  repeated  them  in  my  late 
speed].  The  published  speech  of  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  lias  placed  me  in  a stiange  position. 
It  was  but  the  other  day  that  a hard  money  journal 
of  high  character  was  sent  to  me  from  New  York, 
which  denounced  me  in  strong  terms  forexpressing, 
in  my  late  speech,  sentiments  friendly  to  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  banks.  A similar  course  has 
been  pursued  towaids  me  by  another  paper  of  the 
same  character,  in  Virginia.  On  the  other  hand, 
whilst  I am  thus  attacked  by  the  hard  money  men, 
the  senator  makes  his  appearance,  and  asserts  not 
only  that  I am  a hard  money  man,  but  that  1 had 
urged  the  passage  of  the  independent  treasury  bill, 
because  it  would  convert  the  United  States  into  a 
hard  money  country. 

But,  whilst  I am  opposed  to  an  exclusive  metallic 
currency,  I am  equal!}'  hostile  to  that  system  of 
banking  w hich  has  been  the  cause  of  those  expan- 
sions and  contractions  of  the  paper  currency  which 
have  produced  so  much  ruin  and  misery  among  all 
classes  of  society.  This  is  the  crying  evil  of  our 
country.  Would  to  heaven,  I had  the  power  to 
correct  it!  What  was  my  argument  in  relation  to 
the  subject?  I shall  read  my  remarks  to  the  senate, 
as  they  are  short;  and  because  I cannot  now  state 
them  with  as  much  clearness  and  force  as  1 did  on 
that  occasion. 

‘•What  has  been  the  financial  history  of  this  coun- 
try for  the  last  twenty-five  years?  I can  speak  with 
positive  knowledge  upon  this  subject  during  the 
period  of  eighteen  years  since  I first  came  into  pub- 
lic life.  It  has  been  a history  of  constant  vibration 
— of  extravagant  expansions  in  the  business  of  the 
country,  succeeded  bv  ruinous  contractions.  At 
successive  intervals,  many  of  the  best  and  most 
enterprising  men  of  the  country  have  been  crushed. 
They  have  fallen  victims  at  the  shrine  of  the  insa- 
tiate and  insatiable  spirit  of  extravagant  banking 


and  speculation.  Starling  at  the  extreme  point  of 
depression  of  one  of  these  periods,  wc  find  that  the 
country  has  been  glutted  with  foreign  merchandise, 
and  it  requires  ail  our  efforts  to  pay  the  debt  thus 
contracted  to  foreign  nations.  At  this  crisis  the 
banks  can  do  nothing  to  relieve  the  people.  In  or- 
der to  preserve  their  own  existence,  they  are  com- 
pelled to  contract  their  loans  and  their  issues.  In 
the  hour  of  distress,  when  their  assistance  is  most 
needed,  they  can  do  nothing  for  their  votaries. — 
Every  article  sinks  in  price,  men  are  unable  to  pay 
their  debts,  and  wide  spread  ruin  pervades  the  land. 
During  this  first  year  of  the  cycle,  we  are  able  to 
import  but  comparatively  little  foreign  merchandise, 
and  t his  affords  the  country  an  opportunity  of  re- 
cruiting its  exhausted  energies.  The  next  year  the 
patient  begins  to  recover.  Domestic  manulactures 
flourish  in  pioportion  as  foreign  goods  become  scarce. 
The  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens  have 
been  exerted  with  energy,  and  our  productions  have 
liquidated  the  foreign  debt.  The  third  year,  a fair 
business  is  done — the  country  presents  a flourishing 
appearance.  The  banks,  relteved  from  the  drain  of 
specie  required  for  foreign  export,  begin  once  more 
to  expand,  and  tempt  the  unwary  to  their  ruin. — 
Property  of  all  descriptions  commands  a fair  price. 
The  tourtli  or  the  fifth  year  the  era  of  the  extrava- 
gant banking  and  speculation  returns,  again  to  be 
succeeded  by  another  ruinous  revulsion. 

“This  w as  ttie  history  of  the  country,  up  till  1837. 
Since  then  we  have  travelled  the  road  to  ruin  much 
more  rapidly  than  in  former  years.  Before  that  pe- 
riod, it  had  required  from  three  to  six  years  to  get 
up  an  expansion,  and  its  coiresponding  explosion. 
We  have  now  witnessed  the  aslounding  fact  that  we 
can  pass  through  all  these  changes,  and  even  from 
one  suspension  of  specie  payments  to  another,  in 
little  more  than  I wo  years.” 

Now,  any  person  who  has  read  my  speech  with 
candor,  any  person  who  heard  it  in  a fair  spirit,  must 
have  observed  that  it  was  exclusively  my  object  to 
correct  the  excesses  of  the  banking  system,  not  to 
destroy  the  banks.  I wished,  by  wise  and  w holesome 
state  legislation,  to  reform  it  in  such  a manner  as  to 
secure  to  the  people  the  benefits  which  may  be  de- 
rived from  it  without  involving  them  in  ruin  by  its 
periodical  excesses.  I desired  to  see  a sound  mixed 
currency  established,  so  that  the  wages  of  labor 
Ihe  value  of  property,  and  the  prices  of  the  neces- 
saries and  comforts  of  life,  might  have  a fixed  and 
permanent  chaiacter,  and  not  be  liable  to  the  perpe- 
tual fluctuations  to  which  they  are  now  at  every  mo- 
ment exposed. 

But  the  senator  seeks  to  involve  me  in  inconsis- 
tency, and  to  prove  that  I am  a hard  money  man, 
notwithstanding  my  repeated  and  solemn  disavow  als 
ol  this  doctrine,  and  notwithstanding  the  admission 
in  his  speech,  that,  I had  declared  I was  not  fiiend- 
ly  to  an  exclusive  Hard  money  currency,  nor  hostile 
to  well  regulated  state  banks.  It  is  true  that,  in  the 
very  sentence  in  which  he  makes  the  admission,  as 
well  as  throughout  his  speech,  he  nullifies  its  effects, 
and  proceeds  to  argue  as  though  it  had  never  been 
made.  What  course  does  he  pursue  to  accomplish 
this  purpose? 

Having  ever  been  Ihe  friend  of  domestic  manu- 
factures, I endeavored  to  prove  what  I honestly  be- 
lieve to  be  the  fact,  that  “the  extravagant  amount  of 
our  circulating  medium,  consisting,  in  a great  de- 
gree, of  Ihe  notes  thrown  out  upon  the  communi- 
ty by  eight  hundred  banks,  was  injurious  to  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  In  other  words,  not  that 
banking,  bul  that  extravagant  banking  and  domes- 
tic manufactures  are  directly  hostile  to  each  other.” 

To  establish  this  proposition,  I ieferred  to  ttie 
well  know  n principle  of  political  economy,  “that 
if  you  double  the  amount  of  the  necessary  circulat- 
ing medium  in  any  country,  you  thereby  double  the 
nominal  prices  of  every  article.  If,  when  the  cir- 
culating medium  is  fifty  millions,  an  article  should 
cost  one  dollar,  it  would  cost  two,  if  without  any 
increase  of  the  uses  of  a circulating  medium  the 
quantity  should  be  increased  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lions.” 

In  order  to  apply  this  principle  to  our  condition, 
and  place  it  in  its  most  striking  light  before  the 
country  and  the  manufacturers,  I took  the  United 
States,  which  is  emphatically  a paper  money  coun- 
try, not  at  the  present  moment  of  depression,  but  at 
the  extreme  point  of  our  periodical  expansion,  when 
every  article  commanded  the  highest  price;  and 
contrasted  the  condition  of  our  manufactures  at  that 
point  of  time  with  those  of  Germany,  which  is  em- 
phatically a hard  money  country.  I presented  the 
two  extremes,  in  order  to  make  the  contrast  tne  more 
striking. 

“At  particular  stages  of  our  expansion,  (I  said), 
we  might  with  justice  apply  the  principle  which  I 
have  stated,  to  our  trade  w ith  those  countries,  and 
asserts,  that  from  the  great  redundancy  of  our  cur- 
rency, articles  are  manufactured  in  France  and  Ger- 
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many  for  one-half  of  their  actual  cost  in  Ihis  coun- 
try. Let  me  present  an  example.  In  Germany, 
where  the  currency  is  purely  metallic,  ami  the  cost 
of  evey  thing  is  reduced  to  a hard  money  standard, 
a piece  of  broadcloth  can  be  manufactured  for  filty 
dollars;  the  manufacture  of  which,  in  our  country, 
from  the  expansion  of  our  paper  currency,  would 
cost  one  hundred  dollars.  What  is  the  consequence? 
The  foreign  French  or  German  manufacturer  im- 
ports this  cloth  into  our  country  and  sells  it  for  a 
hundred  dollars.  Does  not  every  person  perceive 
that  the  redundancy  of  our  currency  is  equal  to  a 
premium  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the 
foreign  manufacturer?  No  tariff  of  protection,  un- 
less it  amounted  to  prohibition,  could  counteract  this 
advantage  in  favor  of  foreign  manufactures.  I 
would  to  heaven  that  I could  arouse  the  attention 
of  every  manufacturer  of  the  nation  to  this  important 
subject. 

‘•The  foreign  manufacturer  will  not  receive  our 
bank  notes  in  payment.  He  will  take  nothing  home 
except  gold  and  silver,  or  bills  of  exchange,  which 
are  equivalent.  He  does  not  expend  this  money 
here,  where  he  would  be  compelled  to  support  his 
family,  arid  to  purchase  his  labor  and  materials  at  the 
same  rate  of  prices  which  he  receives  for  his  manu- 
factures. On  the  contrary,  he  goes  home,  purchases 
his  labor,  his  wool  and  all  other  articles  which  enter 
into  his  manufacture,  at  half  their  co.st  in  Ihis  coun- 
try; and  again  returns  to  inundate  us  with  foreign 
wollens,  and  to  ruin  our  domestic  manufactures.  I 
might  cite  many  other  examples,  but  this,  I trust, 
will  be  sufficient  to  draw  public  attention  to  the 
subject.  This  depreciation  of  our  currency  is,  there- 
fore, equivalent  to  a direct  protection  granted  to  the 
foreign  over  the  domestic  manufacturer.  It  is  im- 
possible that  our  manufacturers  should  be  able  to 
sustain  sueh  an  unequal  competition.” 

But,  sir,  did  I propose  to  convert  this  country  into 
a hard  money  country  in  order  to  place  it  in  the 
same  condition  with  Germany  and  France  in  regard 
to  domestic  manufactures?  Far,  very  far,  from  it. 
Such  a change  would  violate  all  our  fixed  habits, 
and  be  opposed  to  the  genius  of  our  people.  The 
case  was  presented  not  with  this  view;  but  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  the  injurious  consequences 
arising  to  manufactures  from  the  redundancy  of  our 
currency  at  the  periods  of  our  greatest  expansions. 
We  must  trade  with  these  countries,  whether  we 
will  or  not,  and  in  order  to  place  us  in  something 
like  a position  of  equality  with  them,  I desired,  if 
possible,  to  prevent  these  extravagant  expansions 
by  introducing  such  bank  reforms  as  would  secure 
to  us  such  a stable  mixed  currency,  which  should 
not  be  perpetually  fluctuating  in  amount.  This  was 
the  whole  tenor  of  my  remarks  from  beginning  to 
end. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  very  next  paragraph 
I use  the  following  language:  “Sir,  I solemnly  be- 

lieve that  if  we  could  but  reduce  this  inflated  paper 
bubble  to  any  thing  like  reasonable  dimensions. 
New  England  would  become  the  most  prosperous 
manufacturing  country  that  the  sun  ever  shone 
upon.”  The  same  idea  i3  conveyed  throughout. 
It  is  the  reduction  of  our  inflated  paper  currency'  to 
reasonable  dimensions,- not  the  destruction  of  banks 
and  bank  paper,  which  I have  uniformly  advo- 
cated. 

In  my  statement  of  the  simple  fact  know  to  all 
men,  that  the  foreign  manufacturer  goes  home  to 
his  hard  money  country  and  purchases  his  labor  and 
his  materials  at  half  what  they  cost  here,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  our  currency  is  in  a state  of  the  greatest 
expansion,  the  senator  finds  his  justification  for  as- 
serting that  I desire  to  establish  a hard  money  cur- 
rency in  this  country,  and  to  reduce  the  wages  of 
labor  and  the  value  of  property.  But  Ihis  is  no!  all. 
Though  the  independent  treasury  bill  was  entirely 
lost  sight  of  at  this  period  of  the  discussion,  and  the 
only  point  involved  was  a general  principle  of  poli- 
tical economy,  having  no  reference  whatever  to  that 
bill,  he  has  had  the  hardihood  to  proclaim  to  the 
world,  upon  no  other  foundation  than  what  I have 
staled,  that  I urged  its  passage  because1  it  would  es- 
tablish a hard  money  currency,  and  thus  reduce  the 
the  wages  of  labor  and  the  value  of  property. 

In  1837,  I introduced  the  very  same  principle  of 
political  economy  into  the  discussion,  and  in  similar 
language  presented  the  ruinous  consequences  which 
resulted  to  the  manufacturing  interest  from  the  ex- 
pansion, and  contractions  of  our  paper  currency. 
No  senator  then  misunderstood  my  argument.  It 
was  reserved  for  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  at 
this  late  day,  entirely  to  pervert  my  meaning,  and 
to  endeavor  to  hold  me  up  to  the  country  as  the 
avowed  enemy  of  the  poor  laborer,  and  as  the  advo- 
cate of  the  independent  treasury  bill,  because  it  would 
reduce  his  wages. 

These  periodical  expansions  and  contractions  of 
our  currency  seriously  threaten  to  ruin  our  domes- 
tic manufactures.  Unless  they  can  be  prevented. 


by  some  means  or  other,  these  manufactures  must 
sink.  When  I express  this  opinion,  I speak  in  the 
sincerity  of  my  heart.  Whether  I am  friendly  to 
the  cause  of  domestic  industry  or  not,  I leave  for 
those  to  determine  who  have  observed  the  whole 
course  of  my  public  life. 

Our  periodical  clash  is  always  preceded  by  a year 
of  enormous  importations.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
In  proportion  to  the  expansion  of  our  currency,  the 
prices  of  all  articles  rise;  and  from  this  enhance- 
ment of  price,  our  country  becomes  the  best  mar- 
ket in  the  world  for  the  sale  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures. In  thq  y--ar  1839,  our  imports  were  greater, 
by  forty-four  millions  of  dollars,  than  they  had  been 
in  1838.  This  excessive  importation,  whilst  it  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  ruinous  revulsion  in 
the  business  of  the  country,  and  of  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  left  our  markets  flooded  with 
foreign  goods,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  own  manu- 
factures. When  the  explosion  came,  manufacturers, 
merchants,  mechanics,  laborers  and  all,  fell  under 
its  blasting  influence.  It  was  my  object  to  correct 
the  excesses  of  the  banking  system  which  are  pro- 
ductive of  these  injurious  consequences,  and  not  to 
destroy  the  banks.  The  gentleman,  although  he 
may  take  up  detached  sentences  of  my  speech,  and 
pervert  their  meaning,  can  never  place  any  other 
construction  upon  the  whole  of  it  than  such  as  I 
have  stated. 

To  regulate — to  restrain  the  banks  within  safe  li- 
mits— to  afford  to  the  laboring  man  constant  employ- 
ment and  regular  wages — not  to  cause  the  wages  of 
labor  in  one  year  to  mount  up  with  all  other  articles 
to  an  extravagant  price,  and  then,  by  the  revulsion 
in  tire  succeeding  year,  to  sink  to  almost  nothing; 
these  are  the  ideas  which  pervade  my  speech 
throughout.  After  our  periodical  explosions,  the 
labore-r  undergoes  calamities  and  sufferings  much 
more  severe  than  any  other  class  of  society.  It 
was  to  correct  this  inevitable  result,  and  thus  to 
benefit  the  laborer,  that  I insisted  upon  bank  re- 
form. I declared  that  “an  entire  suppression  of  all 
bank  notes  of  a lower  denomination  than  the  value 
of  one  week’s  wages  of  the  laboring  man,  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  his  protection.  He  ought  al- 
ways to  receive  Lis  wages  in  gold  and  silver.  Of 
all  men  on  the  earth,  the  laborer  is  most  interested 
in  having  a sound  and  stable  currency.” 

Is  there  any  gentleman  of  any  party  who  will 
not  unite  with  me  in  these  sentiments!  Ought  we 
not  to  abolish  all  small  notes,  if  this  were  in  our 
power,  of  denominations  lower  than  one  week’s 
wages  of  labor?  The  history  of  the  proceedings  in 
this  senate  on  the  cuirency  bill,  and  on  other  bills, 
proves  that  a principle  which  would  produce  this 
effect  was  sanctioned  by  all  and  voted  for  by  all. 

To  show  that  I expressed  no  opinion  in  favor  of 
an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  but  directly  the  re- 
verse, permit  me  to  refer  to  another  paragraph  of 
my  speech. 

“But  tl'.e  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
leaves  no  stone  unturned.  He  says  that  the  friends 
of  the  independent  treasury  desire  to  establish  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency,  as  the  medium  of  all 
dealings  throughout  the  union;  and,  also,  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  poor  man’s  labor,  so  that  the  rich 
employer  may  be  able  to  sell  his  manufactures  at  a 
lower  price.  Now,  sir,  I deny  the  correctness  of 
both  these  propositions;  and,  in  the  first  place,  I, 
for  one,  am  not  in  favor  of  establishing  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency  for  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
desire  to  see  the  banks  greatly  reduced  in  number; 
and  would,  il  I could,  confine  their  accommodations 
to  such  loans  or  discounts,  for  limited  periods,  to 
the  commercial,  manufacturing  and  trading  classes 
of  the  community,  as  the  oidinary  course  of  their 
business  might  render  necessary.  I never  wish  to 
see  farmers  arid  mechanics  and  professional  men 
tempted,  by  the  facility  of  obtaining  bank  loans  lor 
long  poriods,  to  abandon  their  own  proper  and  use- 
ful and  respectable  spheres,  and  rush  into  wild  and 
extravagant  speculation.  I would,  if  I could,  ra- 
dically reform  (he  present  banking  system,  so  as  to 
confine  it  within  such  limits  as  to  prevent  future 
suspensions  of  specie  payments;  and  without  ex- 
ception, I would  instantly'  deprive  each  and  every 
bank  of  its  charter  which  should  again  suspend. 
Establish  these  or  similar  reforms,  and  give  us  a 
real  specie  basis  for  our  paper  circulation,  by  in- 
creasing the  denomination  of  bank  notes  first  to  ten, 
and  afterwards  to  twenty  dollars,  and  1 shall  then 
be  the  friend,  not  the  enemy,  of  banks.  I know 
that  the  existence  of  banks,  and  the  circulation  of 
bank  paper,  are  so  identified  with  the  habits  of  our 
people,  that  they  cannot  be  abolished,  even  if  thi3 
were  desirable.  To  reform,  and,  not  to  destroy,  is 
my  motto.  To  confine  them  to  their  appropriate 
business,  and  prevent  them  from  ministering  to  the 
spirit  of  wild  and  feckless  speculation,  by  extrava- 
gant loans  and  issues,  is  all  which  ought  to  be  desir- 
ed. But  this  I shall  say.  If  experience  should 


prove  it  to  be  impossible  to  enjoy  the  facilities 
which  well  regulated  banks  would  afford,  without, 
at  the  same  time,  continuing  to  sutler  the  evils  which 
the  wild  excesses  of  the  present  banks  have  hitherto 
entailed  upon  the  country,  then  I should  consider  it 
the  lesser  evil  to  abolish  them  altogether.  If  the 
state  legislatures  shall  now  do  their  duty,  I do  net 
believe  that  it  will  ever  become  necessary  to  decide 
on  such  an  alternative.” 

I declare  that  to  reform,  and  not  to  destroy,  the 
banks,  is  my  motto.  This  was  my  language  in 
1837:  it  is  my  language  now.  The  greatest  ene- 
mies of  these  institutions  are  those  who  are  un- 
willing to  arrest  them,  by  wise  legislation,  in  their 
reckless  and  ruinous  career,  and  thus  prevent  them 
from  destroying  themselves.  There  is  no  truth 
more  certain  than  this:  that  if  the  influence  of  the 
banks  should  prevent  the  adoption  of  such  legisla- 
tion as  will  afford  to  the  people  the  facilities  which 
they  have  a riuht  to  demand  from  these  institutions, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  inflicting  the  evils  which 
their  wild  excesses  have  hitherto  entailed  upon  the 
country,  they  will  finally  be  crushed  by  public 
opinion.  This  I should  regret  for  many  reasons, 
although  it  is  possible  that  a much  better  banking 
system  might  arise  from  their  ruins. 

It  is  true  that  I expressed  a serious  doubt  whether 
the  present  banking  system  would  be  wisely  regu- 
lated by  the  states.  I fell  confident  that  this  can 
never  be  effectually  accomplished  whilst  nine  hun- 
dred banks  exist,  pouring  forth  upon  the  country, 
at  the  periods  of  expansion,  bank  notes  of  all  de- 
nominations from  a dollar  and  upwards.  You  can- 
not have  sound  banks  unless  you  reduce  their  num- 
ber. Out  of  the  large  commercial  cities,  where 
banks  transact  their  business  much  more  by  means 
of  bank  credits,  deposites  and  checks,  than  by  the 
issue  of  notes,  no  bank  can  make  money,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  safe,  without  an  extended  theatre  for 
circulation.  Country  banks,  whose  circulation  is 
limited  to  a circumference  of  a few  miles  in  dia- 
meter, if  they  do  a profitable  business,  must,  liotn 
the  very  nature  of  things,  force  their  paper  upon  the 
public  to  such  an  amount  as  to  render  them  inse- 
cure. In  tile  days  of  expansion,  when  speculation 
is  raging,  they  may  not  be  in  immediate  danger. — 
When  the  reverse  comes,  and  panic  arises,  the  notes 
of  such  a bank  may  be  all  thrown  upou  it  for  re- 
demption in  a single  day,  or  a single  week.  It  can 
make  no  safe  calculation  of  the  extent  to  which  it 
can  maintain  its  circulation,  as  it  could  do  if  this 
circulation  covered  a large  space  of  country.  One 
of  the  greatest  reforms  of  our  banking  system  w ould, 
therefore,  be  greatly  to  reduce  their  number. 

Now  as  to  the  wages  of  labor:  I really  thought 
it  was  impossible  that  I could  have  been  misun- 
derstood, until  I read  the  speech  of  the  senator.  In 
combating  the  remaiks  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clay),  I proved  that  what  the  laboring 
man  ought,  above  all  things,  to  desire,  was,  such  a 
reform  in  our  banking  system  as  would  afford  him 
“constant  employment  and  regular  W’ages,  paid  in  a 
sound  cunency.”  It  is  ruinous  to  him  for  his  wages 
to  be  rising  with  the  kite  of  speculation  one  y ear, 
and  the  very  next  year  to  have  them  reduced  to  al- 
most nothing,  and  even  to  be  without  employment 
altogether.  He  never  benefits  by  extravagant  specu- 
lation. It  brings  to  him  nothing  but  unmitigated 
evil,  because  the  increased  prices  which  lie  is  obliged 
to  pay  for  the  necessarips  and  comforts  of  life,  coun- 
terbalance, and  more  than  counterbalance,  this  ad- 
vantage. What  he  desires  is  stability  and  regularity- 
in  the  business  of  the  country.  He  ought  to  be 
able  to  raise  his  family  in  peace  and  comfort,  and  to 
look  forward  to  the  next  year  for  the  same  reward 
for  his  honest  toil  that  he  received  the  last.  " On  this 
subject  no  anxious  doubts  ought  to  harass  his  mind. 
He  ought  to  feel  himself  independent  so  long  as  it 
shall  please  the  Almighty  to  give  him  health  and 
strength  to  earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  face, 
without  being  involved  in  those  periodical  crashes 
of  the  banking  system,  w hich  are  produced  by  ex- 
travagant expansions  cf  the  cuirency.  Under  the 
present  system  the  laboring  man  cannot  calculate 
what  a day  may  bring  forth.  Fie  receives  high 
wages  to  day  and  is  starving  for  want  of  employ- 
ment to-morrow.  In  illustrating  these  views,  I 
most  cheerfully  admitted  in  my  speech  that  “that 
country  is  most  prosperous  where  labor  commands 
the  greatest,  reward;  where  one  day’s  labor  will  pro- 
cure not  the  greatest  nominal  amount  of  a depreci- 
ated currency,  but  most  of  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life.”  And  I said  that  by  correcting  your 
bloated  credit  system  in  such  a manner  as  to  reduce 
“the  amount  of  your  bank  issues  within  reasoable 
and  safe  limits,  and  establishing  a metallic  basis  for 
your  paper  circulation,”  you  would  greatly  benefit 
the  laborer.  He  could  then  purchase  more  of  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  for  one  dollar  “than 
he  could  have  done  in  the  days  of  extravagant  ex- 
pansion for  one  dollar  and  a quarter.”  Besides,  he 
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would  then  enjoy  the  advantages  which  he  never 
can  do  under  the  present  system,  “of  constant  em- 
ployment and  regular  wages,”  without  being  “in- 
volved in  ruin  by  a recurrence  of  those  periodical 
expansions  and  contractions  of  the  currency,  which 
have  hitherto  convulsed  the  country.”  The  last 
thing  of  which  I ever  dreamed,  was  to  bring  his 
wages  down  to  the  pure  metallic  standard.  I wish- 
ed to  adopt  that  safe  mixed  currency  which  I so 
fully  described  in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  and 
which  would  be  a blessing  to  manufacturers,  mer- 
chants, mechanics,  laborers,  and  all  the  people  of 
the  country,  because  it  would  produce  certainty  and 
stability  in  all  the  transactions  of  life. 

It  was  the  ardent  desire  of  Henry  the  4lh,  the 
greatmonarch  of  France,  so  to  govern  his  country, 
that  every  laborer  in  his  dominions  might  have  a 
pullet  in  his  pot  on  Sundays.  In  our  own  highly 
favored  land,  even  at  the  period  of  the  greatest  ex- 
ansiou,  the  laboring  man  could  not  afford  to  regale 
iinself  and  his  family  wi!h  a roast  of  beef.  If  his 
wages  were  high,  the  monopolists  of  Ihis  article, 
aided  by  the  banks,  raised  the  price  of  this  neces- 
sary of  life  in  a much  greater  proportion. 

I repeat  that  the  senator  might  have  argued  as 
he  pleased  against  the  independent  treasury  bill,  and 
this  would  have  afforded  me  no  cause  of  complaint. 
He  might  have  inferred  from  my  argument,  however 
unjustly,  that  I was  friendly  to  a pure  metallic  cur- 
rency, and  I should  not  have  complained  before  the 
senate.  But  when  he  put  into  my  mouth,  as  a lead- 
ing argument  in  favor  of  the  bill,  that  it  would  re- 
store an  exclusive  metallic  currency  to  the  country, 
I felt  myself  obliged,  by  imperious  necessity,  to  cor- 
rect the  misrepresentation,  because  it  was  doing  me 
the  most  galling  injustice. 

I regret  exceedingly',  that  any  thing  of  a per- 
sonal character  has  grown  out  of  this  matter.  It 
was  the  farthest  tiling  imaginable  either  from  my 
intention  or  my  wisties.  But  when  the  senator 
thought  proper  to  treat  my  complaints  with  the 
scorn  and  contempt  which  he  said  they  deserved,  I 
believed  it  to  be  a duty  which  I owed  to  myself,  to 
hurl  back  his  defiance,  and  he  may  make  the  most 
of  it. 

Mr.  Davis  rose  and  replied  to  Mr.  Buchanan  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Buchanan)  is  of  opinion  that  I have  not 
inetoneof  his  charges,  and  is  pleased,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  courtesy,  to  say  I have  evaded  them, 
and  made  a false  issue.  Nothing  can  be  more  un- 
just— nothing  more  untrue,  as  I view  the  matter; 
and  how  far  it  becomes  him  to  make  such  declara- 
tions, after  declining  to  point  out  more  distinctly 
his  causes  of  complaint,  you  and  others  must  judge. 
Sir,  I have  no  cause  for  evasion  or  a false  issue;  the 
plain  matters  of  fact  are  enough  for  me,  and  I will 
take  care  that  the  member  does  not  escape  from 
them  by  an  issue  varying  much,  as  I think,  from 
that  made  in  the  outset.  If  his opi n ions  are  scruti- 
nized by  the  public— if  they  are  found  unpalatable, 
and  the  tide  of  public  opinion  rolls  back  upon  him, 
lie  will  not  escape  from  his  responsibility  by  turn- 
ing upon  me,  and  raising  a controversy  here  about 
the  influence  of  the  sub-treasury  in  introducing  a 
hard  money  currency.  Sir,  I did  not  rise  to  retort 
the  indecorous  language  of  the  member.  Harsh 
epithets  can  add  nottiing  to  the  force  of  truth,  nor 
can  violent  language  strengthen  a feeble  or  false  ar- 
gument. They  contribute  nothing  to  the  dignity 
of  the  senator,  are  a violation  of  the  rules  of  this 
body,  and  will  be  estimated  by  the  public,  as  they 
are,  unworthy  of  this  place. 

Why  is  this  matter  brought  here  at  this  late  dav? 
He  does  not  question  the  identity  of  the  speech  I 
delivered  here  and  the  one  in  print.  This  he  can- 
not do;  but  complains,  among  other  things,  of  at- 
tacks made  upon  him  in  the  public  press.  This  is 
the  secret  of  the  whole' matter.  The  country  con- 
demns his  opinions  on  wages.  The  laborers  are 
startled  at  the  thought  of  being  brought  down  to 
“the  standard  of  prices  throughout  the  world.” 
This  is  the  topic  on  which  the  press  speaks,  as  far 
as  I have  met  its  language,  and  this  the  senator  has 
labored  to  explain  by  reading  from  his  speeches; 
but  tie  does  not  read  the  parts  of  his  late  speech  to 
which  I chiefly  replied,  and  to  which  I have  drawn 
his  attention,  but  ihe  public  shall  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  read  it,  and  judge  lor  theinseives  whether  it 
can  have  any  interpretation  but  that  given  to  it. 

But  the  senator  now,  for  the  first  time,  as  far  as  I 
have  heard,  asserts  that  he  did  not  hear  the  whole 
of  my  speech.  Not  hear  it,  when  it  was  mostly  a 
comment  upon  his  lemarks,  and  he  present  and 
near  me!  If'  he  did  not  hear  it  at  all,  why  did  he 
speak  to  me  at  the  close  as  if  he  had?  Why  did  he 
use  complimentary  language,  which  I shall  not  re- 
peat in  this  place? 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  issue  made  now?  It  has 
dwindled  dow’n  into  this:  The  gravamen,  as  he  ex- 


presses it,  is,  that  I have  put  into  his  mouth  words 
that  he  never  used  in  regard  to  the  influence  which 
the  sub-treasury  may  have  in  introducing  a specie 
currency.  I have  made  him  also,  he  thinks,  too 
much  of  a hard  money  man.  Ido  not,  in  stating 
his  objections,  pretend  to  use  his  words,  for  that  is 
out  of  my  power.  In  treating  of  this  subject,  he 
has  reviewed  his  opinions  upon  banks,  excessive 
issues  o!  paper,  a mixed  currency,  the  reduction  of 
the  currency  and  the  effect  on  wages.  Though  he 
states  the  gravamen  to  be  what  I have  described, 
yet  he  has  thought  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  all  these 
matters,  and  especially  to  labor  to  prove  that  he  is 
in  favor  of  banks  and  a mixed  currency,  and  that 
he  is  not  for  coming  down  to  hard  money  alone,  or 
for  reducing  wages  to  the  hard  money  standard. 
But,  sir,  he  does  not  come  to  the  point  to  which  I 
have  called  tiis  attention.  I asked  him  more  than 
once  to  tell  me  what  he  means  in  his  speech,  where- 
in, speaking  of  the  failure  in  success  of  our  manu- 
factures and  the  remedy  for  that  evil,  he  says, 
among  other  language  equally  forcible:  “ Reduce 
our  nominal  to  the  real  standard  of  prices  throughout ! 
the  world , and  you  cover  the  country  with  blessings 
and  benefits.”  This,  he  contended,  is  what  the  in- 
terests of  the  manufacturers  require.  Yes,  sir,  to 
reduce  thus  the  prices  of  prod action  and  wages.  I 
asked  him  what  this  standard  of  prices  throughout 
the  world  was,  and  whether  it  was  not  hard  money. 
But  to  this  no  answer  has  been  made.  He  does  not 
meet  the  inquiry,  but  affirms  he  is  for  a mixed  cur- 
rency, and  not  i'or  reducing  wages  to  the  humble 
pay  of  the  serfs  of  Europe,  but  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  this  part  of  his  speech?  Has  it  none?  or,  if  it 
has  any,  wiiat  is  it?  He  is  for  reducing  “the  paper 
bubble,”  in  other  words,  bank  paper,  to  this  stan- 
dard; and  this  is  “to  cover  the  country  with  blessings 
and  benefits.”  Sir,  take  tiiis  language  in  con- 
nexion with  what  I read  from  the  member’s  speech 
this  morning,  and  who  can  halt  or  doubt  as  to  the 
meaning.  If  the  sense  be  not  that  “the  paper  bub- 
ble” is  to  be  reduced  till  the  price  of  wages  and 
everything  else,  comes  to  be  as  low  as  it  is  in  hard 
money  countries,  then  it  has,  in  my  judgment,  no 
intelligible  meaning.  There  is  no  qualifying  or 
altering  it;  and  yet  I am  charged  with  making  him 
too  much  oTa  hard  money  man.  Sir,  the  senator 
is  unconscious  what  language  he  uses  about  banks 
— a tone  of  severe  reproof  and  denunciation  runs 
through  his  speech  against  our  system,  which  he 
affirms  to  be  the  worst  in  the  world;  and  even  now,  in 
speaking  of  them,  while  he  disclaims  being  a hard 
money  man,  he  says  they  have  hugged  the  manu- 
factures to  death.  Whateverelse  his  printed  speech 
contains,  the  parts  which  I read,  when  last  up, 
cannot  be  perused  without  making  the  inference 
which  I draw  from  it,  and  it  will  be  so  understood 
wherever  it  is  read. 

But,  sir,  the  senator  complains  that  I have  put 
words  into  his  mouth.  What  words  have  1 put  into 
his  mouth?  Where  are  they,  and  what-  are  they? 
Is  this  a fair  representation?  I have  stated  his 
opinions,  his  arguments  and  his  views  of  policy, 
but,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  instances, 
about  which  I have  heard  no  complaint,  I have  not 
pretended  to  use  his  words.  This  is  apparent  on  the 
face  of  my  speech,  and  yet  he  repeats  that  I have 
put  words  into  his  month. 

He  thinks  I have  not  only  made  him  too  much 
of  a hard  money  man,  but  have  imputed  to  him  an 
opinion  that  the  bill  will  have  a greater  tendencyto 
restrain  the  issues  of  bank  paper,  and  to  introduce 
hard  monev,  than  he  contended  for.  He  admits 
that  it  is  to  have  some  influence — how  much  does 
not  appear.  Have  I not  shown  that  lie  is  in  favor 
of  a reduction  of  prices  “to  the  standard  of  prices 
throughout  the  world?”  Have  I not  shown  that 
he  contends  for  this  as  a wise  policy,  that  we  may 
obtain  exclusive  possession  of  our  own  markets,  and 
enter  successfully  with  our  manufactures  and  pro- 
ducts tile  markets  of  the  world,  by  selling  as  low  as 
any  country?  Have  I not  shown  that  this  standard 
of  prices, as  it  is  called,  is  identical,  in  all  its  effects, 
with  the  standard  of  prices  in  hard  money  coun- 
tries? Have  I not  shown  that  this  reduction  in 
prices,  botn  of  wages  and  property,  is  proposed  to 
be  accomplished  by  reducing  the  amount  of  our 
currency  till  price?  are  brought  to  1 his  standard? 
And  have  l not  shown  all  this  by  the  printed  speech 
of  the  senator,  as  put  forth  with  his  approbation? 
Is  not  the  language  and  the  conclusions  irresistible? 
It  will,  is  must  be  so  understood  by  all  wdio  read  it. 

Af  ter  all  this — after  a delay  of  six  weeks  without 
complaint  till  the  doctrine  was  condemned  bv  the 
publiy,  and  after  bringing  the  senator  to  this  point 
— attar  showdng  that  he  is  in  favor  of  German  pri- 
ces, and  that  he  calls  Germany  emphatically  a hard 
money  country,  he  complains  that  I made  him  too 
much  of  a hard  money  man,  and  that  I make  him  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  the  sub-treasury  bill  will 
bring  things  nearer  to  this  result  than  he  contended 


for  or  believed  it  would.  What  if  it  should  produce 
this  result?  What  if  it  should  go  beyond  his  anti- 
cipation?? What  if  there  is  a misapprehension  by 

me  of  his  views  as  to  the  extent  of  its  influence 

of  what  consequence  is  it?  It  will  only  carry  out 
his  views  and  policy  more  strongly  than  he  antici- 
pated— and  that  policy,  he  says,  would  “cover  the 
country  with  blessings  and  benefits.”  He  cannot 
seriously  regret  this,  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  so. 
It  is,  sir,  a small  matter,  and  will  be  so  regarded. 
For  he  will  not  deny  that  he  is  for  a reduction  of 
the  currency,  and  that  such  a reduction,  in  his  opi- 
nion, will  reduce  prices,  and  consequently  the  price 
of  labor,  for  the  reasoning  of  most  of  his  speech 
goes  to  that  point.  Nor  will  he  deny  that,  in  hi3 
opinion,  the  bill  tends  to  reduce  the  currency,  and 
w ill  thus  carry  out  these  views  as  far  as  its  provi- 
sions can  carry  them.  It  is,  therefore,  part  and  par- 
cel of  this  policy,  and  has  been  and  is  so  understood 
every  where.  It  is  too  late  to  come  with  such  a 
complaint,  as  the  senator  might  have  corrected  and 
fixed  the  limit  of  influence  he  ascribed  to  the  bill,  if 
he  had  chosen  to  do  it,  on  the  spot,  or  he  might 
have  done  it  at  this  time,  in  unobjectionable  terms, 
if  that  was  his  only  purpose.  Am  I,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  be  rebuked  for  inferring  that  his 
arguments  had  some  connection  with  the  bill?  The 
bill  was  the  topic  of  discussion:  and  is  it  singular, 
when  the  speech  was  chiefly  spent  on  banks,  cur- 
rency and  the  reduction  of  prices,  that  we  should 
infer  that  the  arguments  were  designed  to  have 
some  pertinent  application  to  the  subject?  That 
they  were  designed  to  enforce  and  illustrate  the 
policy  to  be  introduced  by'  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration? If  they  were  not  urged  for  this  purpose, 
for  what  end  were  they  brought  forward. 

But,  sir,  my  object  in  rising  was  announced  in 
the  outset  to  be  limited  to  a reply  to  the  doctrines 
and  opinions  of  the  senator,  arid  chiefly  to  those 
which  related  to  manufacturing  and  labor.  My  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  these,  as  my  speech  fully 
proves,  and  my  object  was  to  test  their  soundness, 
and  not  weigh  or  consider  the  exact  influences  of 
the  bill  in  carrying  out  these  doctrines  and  opinions. 
The  power  of  the  bill  was  a subordinate  matter, 
and  will  be  so  considered  by  the  public.  It  may 
answer  to  talk  about  here,  but  will  be  of  little  avail. 
Attenlion  is  and  will  be  directed  to  the  policy;  to 
the  reduction  of  wages  and  property  advocated  by 
the  senator.  The  public  will  be  content,  as  I am, 
that  he  should  limit  the  power  of  the  bill  where  he 
pleases,  while  his  arguments  show  its  tendency'  is 
towards  the  establishment  of  his  general  policy'. 
The  doctrines  and  principles  advanced  will  go  out 
with  it,  and  they  must  be  subjected  to  scrutiny,  as 
they  cannot  be  shut  out  of  view  by  a controversy 
about  the  probable  degree  of  effect  of  the  bill.  The 
doctrines  go  to  the  German  standard  of  prices;  and 
at  that  point  they  will  hold  the  senator.  But,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  senator,  I make  him  a hard  mo- 
ney man,  contrary  to  my  express  admission  that  he 
is  for  a mixed  currency.  Not  so.  He  makes  him- 
self such,  against  his  own  declarations.  He  takes 
both  grounds,  and  I give  him  credit  for  it  in  my 
speech;  and  it  is  for  him.,  and  not  for  me,  to  harmo- 
nize the  opinions. 

The  senator  has  reiterated  an  isolated  sentence 
of  my  speech,  and  again  infers  that  I have  repre- 
sented him  as  arguing  that  wages  and  property  will 
be  reduced  one-half.  I have  several  times  told  him 
distinctly  that  such  was  not  my  meaning,  nor  was 
it  the  fair  construction  of  the  whole  text.  I argued 
simply  that  he  was  in  favor  of  reduction,  without 
intending  to  say  how  much.  I assured  him  that  my 
purpose  did  not  go  beyond  that.  This  was  due  to 
hi  n,  for  he  gave  a meaning  to  the  language  that 
was  not  designed  to  be  conveyed.  With  this  he  is 
not  content;  but  persists  in  his  own  construction, 
re  asserting  it  in  acrimonious  language.  While  he 
does  this,  he  admits  that  if  he  had  made  such  a pro- 
position, it  might  have  been  justly  characterized  as 
flagitious.  Now,  sir,  I leave  you  and  all  others  to 
determine  whether  a reduction  of  wages  and  pro- 
perty to  German  prices,  with  labor  at  a few  pence 
a day,  is  a descent  of  one-half;  whether  such  a pro- 
cess reaches  hard  money,  whether  it  will  “cover 
the  country  with  blessings  and  benefits,”  or  be  fla- 
gitious. 

Sir,  the  senator  is  of  opinion  that  I would  hold 
him  and  his  friends  up  as  enemies  to  the  laborers. 
This  again  is  a great  mistake.  I have  spoken  of 
his  opinions,  his  statements  and  his  views  ot  poli- 
cy— not  of  his  motives  or  feelings.  1 have  traced 
his  arguments  out  into  their  consequences,  and 
left  the  matter  there  for  approval  or  condemnation — 
but  have  neither  held  the  senator  nor  his  friends  up 
as  enemies  of  any  body. 

If  I could  be  surprised  at  any  thing,  it  would  be 
at  the  tone  assumed  in  this  controversy.  The  se- 
nator talks  of  my  hectoring  him,  and  one  would 
think  he  considered  me  the  aggressor.  Sir,  let  all 
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who  have  heard  and  witnessed  what  has  passed 
bear  testimony  to  the  unfounded  character  of  such 
a suggestion,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sena- 
tor proceeded  to  correct  what  at  most  could  be  no 
more  than  a misapprehension.  The  matter  is  un- 
provoked, and  of'  the  senator’s  own  seeking.  Any 
misapprehension  would  have  been  cheerfully  set 
right,  if  it  had  been  pointed  out  in  terms  of  courte- 
sy. But  the  senator  chose  to  make  this  appeal  in 
the  way  and  manner  in  which  it  has  been  done,  ac- 
companied by  language  which  is  unparliamentary, 
ungentlemanly  and  untrue;  and  let  the  tribunal  to 
which  he  has  appealed  decide  between  us,  and  deter- 
mine whether  I have  met  his  complaints,  and  whe- 
ther there  is  the  least  ground  to  sustain  his  charge 
of  misrepresentation. 

THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

IN  SENATE — APRIL  1. 

This  bill  was  taken  up  at  one  o’clock,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard , and,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Hubbard  remarked,  that  he  regretted,  and 
the  senate  would  regret,  that  his  friend,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  finance,  was  absent  from 
his  place.  The  charge  of  this  bill  would  have  de- 
volved upon  him  had  he  been  present.  And  not 
until  within  a few  hours  did  he  (Mr.  H.)  suppose 
that  his  honorable  friend  would  not  be  able  to  be 
in  his  place.  He  w'as  aware  that  the  severe  indis- 
position of  a member  of  his  family  had  occasioned 
his  absence.  And  the  committee  on  finance  had 
met  this  morning  and  had  assigned  to  him  the  care 
of  this  bill.  And  sensible  as  they  were  of  the  im- 
portance of  immediate  action,  they  had  instructed 
him  to  press  this  measure  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  senate  without  any  delay. 

The  bill  which  has  passed  the  house,  and  is  now 
before  the  senate,  provides — 

“That  the  regulations  and  provisions  contained 
in  the  act  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  entitled  ‘an  act  to  authorise  the  issuing  ol 
treasury  notes,’  and  in  the  subsequent  acts  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  be,  anh  the  same  are  hereby,  renewed, 
and  made  in  full  force,  excepting  the  limitations 
concerning  the  times  within  which  such  notes  may 
be  issued,  and  restricting  the  amount  thereof  as 
hereafter  provided.” 

And  the  same  bill  further  provides — 

“That  under  the  regulations  and  provisions  con- 
tained in  said  act,  treasury  notes  may  be  issued  in 
lieu  of  others  hereafter  or  heretofore  redeemed,  bqt 
not  to  exceed  in  the  amount  of  notes  outstanding 
at  anyone  time  the  aggregate  of  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  to  be  redeemed  sooner  than  one  year, 
if  the  means  of  the  treasury  will  permit,  by  giving 
notice  sixty  days  of  those  notes  which  the  depart- 
ment is  ready  to  redeem;  no  interest  to  be  allowed 
thereon  after  the  expiration  of  said  sixty  days. 
And  that  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  one  year 
and  no  longer.” 

As  this  bill,  so  essential  to  the  public  service,  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  preservation  of  the 
public  credit,  had  been  opposed  with  so  much  de- 
termination, lie  felt  himself  now  called  upon  to 
ask  the  candid  attention  of  the  senate,  while  he 
went  into  a full  examination  of  its  provisions.  And 
in  the  outset  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  this 
measure  is  no  bank  in  disguise;  that  it  has  no  di- 
rect or  remote  relation  to  any  such  institution.  It 
is  simply  a measure  to  borrow  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  use  of  the  government.  It  originated 
where  such  measures  should  originate,  in  the  po- 
pular branch;  and  the  bill  is  to  be  sustained,  and 
sustained  only  upon  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  gives  authority  to  congress  “to  borrow  mo- 
ney on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.”  Heshould 
not  attempt  to  sustain  the  bill  upon  any  otherprin- 
ciple.  It  was  then,  in  his  judgment,  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  a bill  to  borrow  a specified  sum  for 
the  use  and  upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  first  section  of  ibis  bill  seeks  to  revive 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  October, 
1837,  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes — and 
the  acts  having  connection  therewith,  which  were 
subsequently  passed  by  congress,  he  proposed  to 
examine  these  acts  with  much  particularity,  in  or- 
der to  show  that  the  character  ol  this  measure  was 
such  and  such  only,  as  he  had  given  it. 

The  act  which  was  passed  on  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1837,  was  “an  act  to  authorise  the  issuing  of 
treasury  notes;”  w'as  an  act,  in  other  words,  au- 
thorising the  issue  of  certificates  of  public  debt. 
And  fhe  notes  which  were  issued  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  October,  1S37,  were  but 
the  promises  of  the  government  to  pay  the  amount 
of  money  specified.  And  he  was  unable  to  distin- 
guish between  the  issue  of  these  notes  by  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  issue  of  notes  for  alike  object, 
by  individuals,  so  far  as  it  went  to  give  a definite 
character  to  the  transaction.  If  an  individual  wish- 


ed to  raise  money  for  his  convenience,  he  issues  his 
own  written  promise  to  pay.  It  is  evidence  of  the 
debt  of  the  individual,  and  it  is  evidence  of  the  en- 
gagement of  the  same  individual  to  redeem  that 
debt.  And  precisely  so  with  the  government;  it 
wanted  money;  it  issued  in  the  mode  required  by 
law  ils  evidences  of  debt,  and  its  promises  of  pay- 
ment. In  both  cases  the  wantof  immediate  means 
lor  use  induced  the  transaction.  And  as  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained  that  in  the  case  of  the  indivi- 
dual it  would  be  a loan,  just  as  emphatically  was 
it  a loan  of  the  ten  millions  obtained  under  the  act 
of  October,  1837.  The  issue  was  made  upon  the 
credit  of  the  government;  the  means  were  procur- 
ed upon  that  issue  by  the  faith  of  the  government, 
which  was  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes 
issued.  And  if  it  so  happened  that  these  treasury 
noles  entered  into  the  circulation  of  the  country, 
that  circumstance  did  not  tend  to  change  the  cha- 
racter of  the  transaction,  The  negotiable  paper  of 
an  individual,  upon  which  he  may  obtain  a loan,  may 
enter  into  circulation;  it  may  pass  from  hand  to 
hand  by  assignment  and  delivery,  but  the  original 
transaction  was  nevertheless  a loan. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  referred  to,  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates  is  authorised  to 
cause  treasury  notes,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  government  may  require,  to  be 
prepared  and  issued,  limiting  the  amount  of  issue 
to  ten  millions  of  dollars— giving  to  that  reponsi- 
ble  officer  of  the  government,  in  other  words,  Me 
■power  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  exi 
gencies  of  the  country  should  demand  it.  The 
notes  which  were  to  be  issued,  signed  and  coun- 
tersigned could  not  be  regarded  in  any  other  light. 
And  if  they  should  get  into  circulation — pass  from 
one  to  another— it  may  be  answered  that  the  certi- 
ficates of  the  funded  debt  were  alike  assignable, 
and  passed  from  one  to  another  By  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  October,  1837,  the 
true  character  is  given  to  this  transaction.  It  is 
there  expressly  provided,  that  these  notes  shall  be 
reimbursed  and  re.deenied  by  the  United  States,  at 
the  treasury,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  dates  of  the  note3,  respectively.  The  same 
section  provides  that  the  rate  of  interest  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  president,  and  that  they  shall  not 
draw  interest  after  the  expiration  of  said  year — 
distinctly  evincing  the  period  of  duration  for  this 
loan,  and  solemnly  pledging  the  faith  of  the  go- 
vernment for  the  reimbursement  of  the  notes  issued, 
or  of  the  loan  contracted.  The  true  character  is 
here  given  to  this  transaction. 

The  exigencies  of  the  country  then-  required  the 
use  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The  president  was 
authorised  to  make  the  loan  in  the  mode  prescrib- 
ed. The  faith  of  the  United  States  was  pledged 
for  its  redemption. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  of  October,  1837, 
designates  the  manner  of  executing  these  certifi- 
cates of  the  public  debt,  and  requires  the  secretary 
to  account  for  the  notes  delivered  to  him. 

The  fourth  section  repudiates  the  idea  that  this 
issue  of  treasury  notes  was  to  be  regarded  as  paper 
money,  and  unqualifiedly  establishes  the  position 
before  assumed,  that  the  issue  was  but  to  carry  out 
the  loan  which  had  been  contracted  by  the  govern- 
ment. That  section  provides  thaf  the  secretary  ol 
the  treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  president, 
cause  a portion  of  srid  notp3  to  be  issued  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  by  the  United  States  to  such 
public  creditors  as  may  choose  to  receive  such 
notes  in  payment.  And  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury is  further  authorised,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  president,  to  borrow,  Lorn  time  to  lime,  such 
sums  as  the  president  may  think  expedient  on  the 
credit  of  such  notes.  Thpre  seems  to  be  no  room 
left  for  cavil — it  is  as  clear  as  light — that  this 
emission  of  treasury  notes  is  not  to  constitute,  by 
the  act  of  the  government,  any  portion  of  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country,  but  merely  to  en- 
able the  executive  to  perfect  the  loan  which,  by 
the  terms  of  the  act,  he  is  authorised  to  obtain,  and 
to  issue  these  notps  as  evidences  of  the  debt,  and 
as  engagements  to  refund.  „ 

The  fifth  section,  in  terms,  makes  them  of  the 
same  negotiable  character  as  the  old  certificates  of 
the  funded  debts  and  makes  them  assignable  like 
the  negotiable  paper  of  individuals. 

These  treasury  notes  are  made  receivable  for 
duties,  taxes  and  for  public  lands.  The  olher 
portions  of  the  act  of  October,  1837,  need  not  be 
particularly  quoted.  They  provide  that  the  holder 
shall  receive  the  principal  and  the  interest  specified. 
They  give  authority  to  the  secretary  to  purchase 
the  outstanding  notes.  And  the  act  further  provides 
for  the  punishment  of  such  persons  who  counterfeit 
said  notes.  And  it  requires  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  cause  a statement  to  be  published 
monthly  of  the  amount  of  all  treasury  notes  issued 


or  redeemed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act.  It  gives  no  authority  to  reissue  the  notes  once 
issued,  or  to  issue  new  notes  in  their  stead. 

By  the  afct  of  May  21,  1838,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  authorised  to  issue  new  notes  in  place  of 
such  as  have  been  or  may  be  issued,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act  of  October,  1837,  and  which  have 
been,  or  which  may  hereafter  be,  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, and  cancelled.  By  the  act  of  March  2,  1839, 
an  authority  is  given  to  issue  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  30th  June  then  next,  the  remainder  of  the  trea- 
sury notes  authorised  to  be  issued  by  the  act  of  May 
21,  1838,  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Such  has  been  Ibe  legislation  of  congress  hereto- 
fore in  relation  to  this  subject.  And  the  bill  now 
upon  the  table  proposes  to  re-enact  and  revive  for 
one  year  the  pre-existing  legislation  of  congress 
upon  this  same  subject-matter.  And  he  would  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of 
the  senate,  whether  the  bill  is  objectionable  in 
terms — whether  the  condition  of  the  treasury  does 
not  imperiously  require  the  immediate  adoption  of 
of  this  measure.  He  was  sure  he  should  not  make 
this  appeal  in  vain.  He  held  in  his  hand  a state- 
ment which  had  recently  been  received  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  which  went  to  exhi- 
bit the  true  condition  of  the  treasury  at  the  present 
time;  and  if  this  paper  could  be  relied  on,  and  he 
could  not  doubt  that  it  merited  our  entire  confi- 
dence, there  was  a necessity  for  immediate  action 
upon  the  bill  before  the  senate. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  since  January  1,  1840. 

RECEIPTS  AND  MEANS. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  and  available  on  the  1st  of 
January,  near  , $2,200,000 

Received  in  January,  from 

customs,  near  $1,250,000 

Do.  from  lands,  250,000 

Received  in  February,  from 
customs,  1,510,000 

Do.  from  lands,  120,000 

Received  in  March,  from 
customs,  1,400,000 

Do.  from  lands,  150',000 


Ordinary  receipts,  4,680,000 

Collected  since  1st  January  from  indebt- 
ed deposite  banks,  about  400,000 

Aggregate  means  in  first  quarter,  $7,280,000 


In  January,’ 
In  February, 
In  March, 


EXPENDITURES. 


$1,255,753 

1,427,687 

1,650,000 


Aggregate  for  ordinary  objects,  $4,333,440 

Since  the  1st  of  January,  redeeming  trea- 
sury notes,  paid  about  1,400,000 

Available  balance  in  treasury,  say  1,546,560 

$7,280,000 

Note. — The  above  expenses  includes  what  has  been 
actually  paid  for  pensions,  but  would  have  been  larger 
if  all  called  fi.r  had  been  advanced  by  about  $5,000,000 
This  amount  has  been  postponed  a few  weeks. 

If  the  usual  appropriation  bills  had  passed,  there 
would  have  been  due  and  paid  under  them  more,  by 
near  $1,000,000 

These  two  last  amounts  will  soon  be  required,  and 
besides  them  and  die  ordinary  expenditures  in  the  rest 
of  the  year,  almost  one  million  and  a quarter  more  will 
be  needed  to  redeem  treasury  notes  falling  due  in  May. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  this  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the 
amount  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  ex- 
ceeded, by  about  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
the  sum  estimated  to  be  in  the  treasury  by  the  se- 
cretary in  his  annual  report  upon  the  finances.  The 
difference  undoubtedly  arose  from  the  receipts  from 
imports  and  from  the  sale  of  lands  exceeding  the 
estimate  of  the  secretary  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
last  December,  1839. 

It  may  be  said  here,  as  it  has  been  said  elsewhere, 
why  is  this  measure  called  foi?  Why  did  not  the 
secretary  in  his  annual  report  slate  distinctly' and 
directly  that  this  amount  would  be  required? — 
There  has  been  a misapprehension  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  that  officer’s  annual  report  in  relation  to  this 
very  matter.  It  had  been  said  on  the  floor  of  the 
senate,  on  a former  occasion,  that  the  secretary  had 
estimated  the  means,  and  the  expenditures  lor  the 
current  year,  and  had  informed  congress  that  the 
former  would  enable  him  to  meet  the  expenditures 
as  estimated,  and  leave  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1841.  over  a million  of  dollars. 

This  is  true  to  the  letter;  and  the  secretary  has 
not,  in  his  recent  communication,  retracted  any 
part  of  the  statement  made  in  his  annual  report.  In 
that  official  document  lie  distinctly  stated,  not  only 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  available  meaus  in  the 
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treasury,  but  he  also  officially  transmitted  to  con- 
gress an  estimate  of  the  expenditures  of  the  year. 
This  estimate  of  expenditures,  that  distinguished 
public  officer  is  in  no  way  responsible  for;  it  is 
made  up  at  the  several  departments,  and  the  heads 
of  those  departments  inform  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  what  sum  will  be  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  own  department.  The  secretary  ar- 
ranges these  various  communications,  and,  upon 
a proper  classification,  he  reports  to  congress  what 
sums  are  estimated  for  the  public  expenditures  for 
the  current  year.  And  his  statement  that  there 
will  be  in  the  treasury;  on  the  1st  of  January,  1841, 
a million  ol  dollars,  is  predicated  upon  the  tart  that 
all  the  means  he  has  estimated  shall  be  available, 
and  that  the  expenditures  do  not  exceed  the  esti- 
mates. He  could  make  no  other  report.  And  he 
would  have  been  false  to  his  trust,  il  he  had  given 
an  hones!  account  of  the  means,  and  a faithful  ex- 
hibit of  the  estimated  expenditures,  and  it  should 
result,  from  such  an  expose,  that  the  former  would 
exceed  the  latter  by  a million  of  dollars,  if  he  had 
said,  [ want  from  congress  a still  farther  sum  of five 
millions  of  dollars. 

Such  a course  of  conduct  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  known  vigilance,  fidelity  and  uprightness 
of  that  public  officer.  But  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  the  secretary  has  made  any  concealments. — 
What  has  he  said  in  his  report?  After  giving  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  means  with  which  the 
treasury  ina}’  be  supplied  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
as  follows: 

“From  the  best  information  possessed  by  this  de- 
partment, it  is  computed  that  the  aggregate  of 
means  available  for  public  purposes,  will  not  ex- 
ceed $18,600,000,  viz:  from 

Customs,  . . . $15,000,000 

Lands,  ....  3,500,000 

Miscellaneous,  ....  100,000 

Add  to  these  the  balance  available  and 

applicable  to  other  purposes,  which 

it  is  supposed  will  be  in  the  treasu- 
ry on  the  1st  of  January,  1840  1,556,385 


The  efficient  means  in  that  year  will 
amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
If  congress  should  make  appropriations 
to  the  extent  desired  by  the  different 
departments,  the  expenditures  for 
1840,  independent  of  the  redemption 
of  treasury  notes,  are  estimated  at 
Including  all  the  treasury  notes  to  be 
redeemed,  the  aggregate  expenditure 
would  be  about 

This  would  leave  a deficit  in  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  close  of  the  year,  amount- 
ing to 

But  there  will  be  due  from  the  United 
States  bank,  in  September  next,  on 
its  fourth  bond,  about 
The  principal  now  due  on  the  treasu- 
rer’s deposites  in  other  banks,  which 
suspended  specie  payments  in  1837,  is  1,149,904 
Should  all  these  claims  be  collected  in 
1840,  they  would  prevent  a deficien- 
cy, and  leave  an  available  balance  in 
the  treasury,  of  nearly  1,0S2,S65 

He  adds,  for  the  information  of  congress,  and 
most  properlyadds,  that  “it  is  not,  however,  consi- 
dered prudent  to  rely  exclusively  on  the  collection 
of  these  debts.”  And  in  another  part  of  the  same 
report,  the  secretary,  after  informing  congress  of 
the  aid  which  had  been  given  to  the  department  in 
time  of  temporary  embarrassment — by  authorising 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes— had  added  that 
“The  department  is  now  without  any  resort,  tem- 
porary or  permanent,  in  case  of  material  deficien- 
cies; and  considering  all  the  circumstances  before 
mention'  ),  with  the  dangerous  liabilily  in  law  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  outstanding  treasury  notes 
paid  in  at  any  moment  for  public  dues,  without  a 
power  remaining  to  issue  others  in  their  stead;  con- 
sidering, also,  the  present  revulsions  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  which  affect  so  seriously  the  re- 
ceipts from  both  duties  and  lands;  considering  the 
disasters  which  are  befalling  the  banks,  and  ren- 
dering our  collected  funds  in  some  cases  wholly  un- 
available, and  the  advances  necessary  to  be  soon 
made  for  the  large  payments  of  pensions,  and  Irea- 
surj'  notes  falling  due  in  March,  the  earliest  atten- 
tion to  new  legislation  on  this  subjectseems  highly 
prudent,  il  not  indispensable,  for  the  effectual  secu- 
rity of  the  public  credit.” 

Indite  extracts  made  from  the  secretary’s  report, 
it  is  manifest  that  he  has  put  congress  in  possession 
of  all  the  information  which  could  be  material  for 
their  action.  And  by  more  recent  communications 
the  same  facts  are  repeated. 

The  secretary  says,  in  a report  made  by  him  to 
the  president,  under  date  of  15th  of  February,  that 
“after  the  lapse  of  nearly  three  months,  the  views 


20,156,385 

20,000,000 

22,750,000 

2,593,015 

2,526,576 


expressed  in  I is  annual  report  remain  unchanged.” 
This  bill  is  called  lor  at  this  lime  not  lor  the  reason 
that  the  ordinary  means  coming  into  the  treasury 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures, but  for  the  reason  that  the  expenditures 
have  been  extraordinary  in  the  month  of  March, 
and  will  be  unusually  layge  in  April  and  May.  The 
statement  from  the  secretary  shows  for  what  pur- 
poses the  expenditures  have  been  made  up  to  this 
lime.  It  is  known  also  that  there  is  now  outstand- 
ing treasury  notes  amounting  to  a million  and  a half 
of  dollars.  This  sum  must  be  paid  in  April  and 
May.  These  considerations  should  induce  the  se- 
nate now'  to  concur  with  the  house  in  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  It  is  a fact  known  to  him  that  the  de-  j 
pattinents  have  been  without  pay  for  the  last  quar- 
ter; that  our  judges  are  without  their  quarter  yearly 
salaries;  our  courts  without  the  necesssary  means 
for  their  support. 

It  is  true  that  the  current  appropriation  bills  have 
not  passed  the  house,  and  ow  ing  to  that  circumstance 
the  treasury  department  has  been  enable  hitherto  to 
sustain  the  credit  of  the  government.  And  all  he 
had  to  say  in  conclusion  was,  that  he  hoped  the 
senate  would  co-operate  with  him  in  now'  passing 
the  bill  before  us.  It  is  a measure  called  for  by 
every  consideration  of  public  justice;  by  every  feel- 
ing of  patriotism;  by  the  unavoidable  expenditures 
of  the  treasury'  department  which  have  recently 
taken  place,  and  which  are  in  prospect.  It  is  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a permanent  measure,  but  merely 
to  afford  that  temporary  aid  arid  relief  which  an  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  of  public  money  in  Ihe  re- 
cent payment  of  pensions  and  in  Ihe  extinguish- 
ment of  a large  portion  of  the  public  debt,  has 
occasioned.  He  trusted,  then,  he  should  find  the 
senate  prepared  to  carry  this  measure  through  w ith- 
out  delay. 

Mr.  Webster  next  spoke  as  follows: 

I regret,  Mr.  President,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  is  absent  as  he  might  probably  have 
made  use  of  this  occasion,  not  only  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  raising  this  sum  of  five  millions,  for  the 
immediate  use  of  government,  by  some  extraordi- 
nary means,  but  also  to  state  his  opinions  upon  the 
public  revenue,  both  in  regard  to  its  present  state 
and  its  prospects  for  the  future. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  the  measure  now  be- 
fore us  is,  to  borrow  five  millions  of  dollars,  for  two 
years,  if  necessary,  and  to  pay  therefor  any  rate  of 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent.  This  borrow- 
ing is  to  be  done  by  means  of  issuing  treasury  notes, 
bearing  interest;  and,  so  often  as  they  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  the  treasury,  they  are  to  be  reissued,  so  that 
ttie  whole  sum  of  five  millions  may  be  kept  out.  And 
the  authority  to  issue  and  reissue  is  to  last  one  year. 
The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  one  year  from  the 
dale  of  the  bill,  if  the  whole  five  millions  be  not 
thenoutstanding, the  balai.ee  may  be  issued,  redeem- 
able in  a year  from  that  time.  ft  is  a power,  there- 
fore, to  make  a loan,  for  five  millions,  with  an  au- 
thority to  continue  that  loan,  by  borrowing  to  day 
to  repay  the  sum  borrowed  yesterday,  and  to  con- 
tinue this  process,  in  effect,  for  two  years.  This  is 
the  substance  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  President,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  informed  congress 
that  the  financial  operations  of  the  government  for 
the  past  year  had  been  very  successful. 

The  secretary,  too,  in  the  very  first  paragraph  of 
his  annual  report,  stated,  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  the  revenues  of  the  government  had  been  in- 
creased, and  the  expenditures  diminished. 

That  the  resources  of  the  country  are  abundant, 
no  one  can  doubt.  Its  w ealth,  its  activity,  its  com- 
merce, and  its  freedom  from  burdensome  taxation, 
render  it  able  to  raise,  with  entire  facility,  a reve- 
nue quite  equal  to  all  the  just  wants  and  necessities 
of  the  government.  But,  notwithstanding  these 
congratulations  of  the  president  and  secretary,  I 
cannot  but  entertain  a doubt  whether,  under  the 
operations  of  provisions  now  actually  existing,  arid 
under  the  expenditures  w hich  have  been  made,  and 
are  making,  or  are  in  anticipation,  it  is  prudent  to 
indulge  in  sanguine  hopes  of  an  overflowing  trea- 
sury. This  doubt  receives  countenance  from  the 
fact,  that  the  bill  before  ns  is  to  authorise  the  bor- 
rowingof  five  millions,  in  the  form  of  treasury  noles, 
and  under  such  circumstances  as  leave  no  reasona- 
ble hope,  as  I think,  of  their  redernpt ion  within  this 
year.  I do  not  opposp  the  bill,  but  1 propose  to  say 
a few  words  on  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  on  Ihe 
history  of  its  receipts  and  disbursements,  for  the  last 
three  years. 

We  learn  from  the  secretary’s  annual  communi- 
cation that,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  there 
was  in  the  treasury  no  more  than  a million  and  a 
halfof  dollars,  available  for  the  purposes  of  govern- 
ment. I omit  fractions,  and  use  round  numbers, 
for  the  sake  of  brevity.  At  the  same  time  the  go- 
vernment owed,  on  outstanding  treasury  notes  bear- 


ing interest,  two  millions  and  thre"  quarters,  or 
two  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  treasury  January  1, 
1840,  as  near  as  the  secretary  could  estimate  or  as- 
certain it  in  December.  It  turns  out,  fiom  Ihe  pa- 
per just  read,  that  in  fact  there  was  a few  hundred 
thousand  dollars  more  in  the  treasury  in  January 
titan  the  secretary’s  estimate,  but  from  what  funds 
or  sources  does  not  appear,  and  this  circumstance 
does  not  affect  the  general  view'  which  I propose  to 
take. 

Let  ns  now  go  back  lo  January  1,  1837.  In  1836, 
there  being  a great  surplus  in  the  treasury,  the  de- 
posile  law  was  passed,  by  which  five  millions  weie 
to  be  reserved  in  the  treasury,  in  aid  of  accruing 
revenues,  that  should  be  in  Ihe  treasury  January  1, 
1837,  to  meet  future  demands,  and  the  rest  of  the 
money  divided,  in  deposites,  with  the  states,  by  lour 
quarterly  payments  or  instalments. 

As  the  secretary  was  obliged  to  make  his  calcu- 
lation a little  before  the  1st  of  January,  arid  could 
not  say,  exactly,  what  amount  might  be  in  the  trea- 
sury at  that  time,  he  made  a safe  allowance;  and  it 
happened,  in  the  end,  I think,  that  six  millions  and 
more  were  retained  in  the  treasury  instead  of  five. 
At  the  commencement  of  1S37,  then,  the  govern- 
ment had  on  hand  six  millions;  and  it  had  before  it 
the  w hole  accruing  revenue  of  the  year.  Before  the 
year  was  out,  that  is  fosay,in  the  Septembersession, 
congress  suspended  the  payment  of  the  last  or  fourth 
instalment,  or  fourth  deposite  to  the  states.  This 
measure  retained  in  the  treasury  a further  sum  of 
nine  millions,  thus,  raising  the  reserved  aggregate 
up  to  fifteen  millions.  Subsequently,  the  treasury 
received  from  the  Pennsylvania  bank  of  the  United 
States  five  millions  of  dollars,  as  part  of  the  pro- 
perly, or  capital,  of  the  United  States  in  the  former 
banks.  This  swelled  the  amount  to  twenty  millions. 
So  that  since  January,  1S37,  Ihe  treasury  has  had 
fully  twenty  millions  of  former  receipts,  as  well  as 
all  revenues  arising  since. 

Now,  it  is  apparent  that  these  twenty  millions 
have  been  expended,  within  the  three  years,  in  ad- 
dilion  to  all  the  revenue  which  has  accrued  in  the 
mean  time;  with  one  deduction,  w hich  1 shall  state. 
It  is  true  that,  in  September,  1837,  congress  sus- 
pended, or  postponed,  Ihe  payment  of  certain  cus- 
tom house  bonds;  but  the  time  of  that  postpone- 
ment has  long  since  expired,  and  the  bonds  have 
been  paid.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the  deposite  banks, 
in  1837,  held  certain  sums  belonging  to  government, 
which  they  wished  time  to  pay.  But  before  the 
commencement  of  this  year,  these  debts  had  been 
brought  down  to  a million  of  dollars,  or  thereabouts. 
The  true  account,  then,  stands  thus: 

Reserved  under  the  deposite  act  $6,000,000 

Amount  of  fourth  deposite  held  back 

from  the  states  9,000,000 

Received  from  Bank  of  the  United 

States  5,000,000 


Borrowed  on  treasury  notes,  outstand- 
ing January  1,  1840 


2,750,000 


Deduct  amount  in  treasury  January  1, 
1S40 


22,750,000 

1,550,000 


21,200,000 

Deduct  amount  still  due  from  deposite 

banks  1,000,000 


Balance  $20,200,000 

Twenty  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
then,  appear  to  have  been  expended  in  Ihe  three 
years,  between  January  1837,  and  January  1840,  be- 
sides all  the  receipts  from  the  custom  house,  and  land 
offices,  and  all  oilier  sources. 

If  there  be  any  error  in  this  general  statement,  I 
hope  that  some  gentleman  will  point  it  out,  and  I 
shall  cheerfully  make  the  necessary  correction. 
My  object  is  to  be  accurate  as  well  as  dislinct. 
But  if  there  be  no  prior,  if  this  statement  be  true, 
as  I suppose,  then  the  result  certainly  is,  that  lor 
the  last  three  years,  the  government  has  expended 
almost  seven  millions  a year  beyond  its  income;  and 
has  supplied  the  deficiency  out  of  funds  previously 
acquired  or  received.  The  six  millions  reserved 
under  the  deposite  law,  the  nine  millions  afterwards 
withheld  from  the  stales,  the  five  millions  received 
from  the  bank,  all  these  were  funds  previously  ac- 
quired, and  none  of  them  any  part  of  Ihe  income  or 
[revenue  of  1837,  1838  or  1839.  All  the  income 
I and  revenue  of  those  years  have  been  expended, and 
| these  twenty  millions  more. 

This  general  state  of  (he  treasury,  and  the  histo- 
ry of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last  three 
years,  may  well  awaken  attention.  We  have  no 
twenty  millions  more  in  crib  to  go  to.  Our  capital 
is  expended.  There  w ill  be  two  millions  and  a half 
| due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Septein- 
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ber,  and  there  is  a small  balance  slili  due  bom  the 
deposite  banks;  both  together  not  exceeding-  three 
millions  and  a hall;  and,  Cor  the  rest,  we  are  to  rely 
on  the  usual  sources,  the  custom  house  and  the  land 
offices. 

Now,  then,  the  important  questions  are,  does  the 
administration  expect  an  augmentation  o!  income? 

Or,  does  it  expect  such  a reduction  ot  expendi- 
ture as  shall  keep  it  within  the  income? 

Or,  does  it  contemplate  loans,  either  in  the  form 
of  treasury  notes  or  otherwise,  to  make  up  deficien- 
cies? 

And,  if  the  last,  to  what  extent? 

The  present  measure  is  to  authorise  the  immedi- 
ate issue  of  five  millions  in  treasury  notes,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  paid  out  to  persons  having  claims 
on  government,  or  used  as  means  of  borrowing 
money  for  the  necessities  of  the  treasury. 

I do  not  propose  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
because  I think  it  quite  clear  that  tile  money  is 
needed,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  government.  Theie 
are,  indeed,  objections  to  this  form  of  borrowing 
money.  For  it  is  a borrowing  of  money,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes.  The  secretary,  indeed,  in  a re- 
cent communication  to  the  senate,  does  not  call  it 
borrowing.  He  avoids  that  word,  as  if  he  were 
afraid  it  would  burn  his  mouth.  He  calls  it  only 
“exchanging  treasury  notes  for  specie.”  This  falls 
under  that  form  of  statement  now  usually  called 
humbug.  The  secretary  receives  money,  gives  for 
it  li is  treasury  note3,  payable  a year  hence,  and 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  or  six  per  cent.  But  this, 
lie  thinks,  is  not  borrowing  money;  it  is  only  ex- 
changing his  notes  for  money;  a sort  of  exchange,  1 
believe,  which  most  borrowers  are  obliged  to  con- 
form to.  The  authority,  and  the  only  authority, 
under  which  lie  makes  this  marvellous  ‘-exchange,'’ 
is  a section  of  the  law  of  1337,  which  authorises 
him  to  -‘borrow  money.” 

I cannot  say  that  I think  the  communication  of 
the  secretary,  to  which  I have  referred,  is  a very 
full  or  clear  answer  to  the  call  of  the  senate.  But 
we  learn  from  it,  afler  all,  what  I was  sure  must 
have  exisled,  and  which  it  may  be  of  some  impor- 
tance to  show.  He  admits  that  deposiles  have  been 
made,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  in  certain  banks; 
and  that  thereupon  such  banks  have  received  trea- 
sury notes  to  a corresponding  amount.  And  the 
treasurer,  in  a letter  accompanying  the  secretary’s 
report,  says  that  these  funds  are  drawn  for  as  other 
funds  and  not  specifically.  The  secretary  says  these 
depenites  are  special  and  in  specie.  All  that  is  hum- 
bug again;  for  all  deposites  in  banks  arc  regarded  as 
specie  deposites  while  banks  pay  specie,  and  the 
treasurer,  as  I have  remarked,  says  expressly  that 
these  sums,  thus  deposited,  are  drawn  for,  when 
needed,  in  common  with  other  funds,  and  not  spe- 
cifically or  separately.  This  idea,  or  this  delusion, 
or  this  pretence,  for  it  hardly  deserves  a respectable 
name,  aboutspecial  specie  deposites,  was  sufficiently 
dissipated  by  the  examination,  last  year,  into  the 
conduct  of  the  banks  connected  with  the  New  York 
custom  house.  When  the  banks  pay  specie,  a spe- 
cial specie  deposite  is  nothing  but  a deposite  in 
specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  the  amount  is  paid  out, 
on  draft,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  And  this  is 
the  case  with  all  other  deposites  of  money,  unless  it 
be  left  in  kegs  or  bags,  and  not  carried  into  the 
general  account  of  the  bank.  Any  one  may  see 
how  this  is,  and  Ins  been,  who  will  recur  to  the 
evidence  of  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Ameiica, 
on  the  occasion  which  I have  referred  to.  As  1 
have  already  said,  the  treasurer  informs  us  that  these 
depofites  are  mixed  with  other  funds  belonging  to 
the  United  States  in  the  same  bank.  That  is  to 
say,  they  all  stand  together,  to  his  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  lie  draws  as  he  has  occasion, 
just  as  is  done  by  any  other  dealer  with  the  bank. 
This  is  the  whole  of  it.  Special  specie  deposite  is 
a nonentity. 

Now,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  this  mode  of  obtaining 
money  from  the  banks  may  be  of  very  considerable 
profit  to  them.  Suppose  a bank  deposites  a million 
of  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  and  receives 
therefor  a million  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes,  bear- 
ing: an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  Interest  immedi- 
ately accrues  to  the  bank,  of  course,  on  the  whole 
of  this  sum;  but  it  may  be  many  months  before  it  is 
all  drawn  out.  The  treasury  may  give  out  its 
drafts  slowly,  and  these  drafts,  when  made,  may  be 
sent  to  distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  be  some 
considerable  time  in  reaching  the  bank.  When  they 
arrive,  the  bank  will  generally  pay  in  its  own  notes; 
but,  beside  this  advantage,  it  will  make  a clear  gain, 
because  it  has  been  receiving  interest  on  more  mo- 
ney than  it  has  parted  with. 

Under  the  law  of  1336,  the  deposite  banks  were 
required  to  pay  interest  on  government  deposites. — 
Tile  present  system  looks  very  much  like  making 
government  pay  the  banks  interest  on  its  own  do- 
posites. 


There  are  objections,  I repeat,  to  the  use  of  trea- 
sury notes  as  means  of  borrowing  money.  In  the 
first  place,  the  interest  must  be  higher  than  on  a 
loan  contracted  in  the  common  manner.  The 
greater  part  of  all  the  treasury  notes  issued  since 
1837  have  borne  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  ; whereas 
my  information  is,  and  I have  little  doubt  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  it,  that  United  States  stock,  bearing -1^ 
per  cent,  interest,  could  be  readily  sold  at  par  abroad, 
not  having  any  great  number  of  yeais  to  run;  or  it 
could  readily  be  sold  at  home,  with  a view  of  send- 
ing it  abroad. 

In  the  next  place,  treasury  notes,  bearing  a h'gh 
interest,  and  redeemable  at  any  time  upon  two 
months’  notice,  issued  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  are  very  likely  to  absorb  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  money  now  so  much 
needed  for  the  refief  of  trade  and  commerce  and  the 
revival  of  business.  It  strikes  me  that  the  whole 
operation  is  likely  to  make  money  scarcer  than  it  is 
already;  since  the  treasury  is  coining  into  the  mar- 
ket as  a borrower,  offering  a high  interest. 

Again,  I am  aware  that  a use  may  be  made  of 
treasury  notes  which  is  quite  opposed  to  the  spirit 
ot  the  constitution;  that  is,  to  issue  them  without 
interest,  or  with  a mere  nominal  interest,  and  to  at- 
tempt to  force  them  into  circulation  as  money.  Any 
such  attempt  ought  to  be  strenuously  resisted;  being 
neither  more  nor  less  than  an  attempt  to  establish  a 
system  of  government  paper  money. 

But  congress  has  sanctioned  long  ago,  and  under 
better  auspices,  the  occasional  issue  of  treasury 
notes,  and  i do  not  feel  at  liberty,  therefore;  to  with- 
hold my  assent  on  the  present  emergency  from  that 
mode  of  raising  the  sums  which  the  state  of  the 
country  requires,  as  no  other  mode  is  proposed. — 
Both  the  president  and  secretary  would  seem  ex- 
cessively anxious  to  distinguish  "the  issues  of  trea- 
sury notes  from  the  creation  of  a debt;  but  I think 
this  distinction  Is  without  a difference.  A note  is- 
sued, bearing  interest,  and  payable  hereafter,  has 
created  a debt  as  much  as  any  form  of  stock  could 
create  it.  A national  debt  was  actually  commenced 
at  the  very  first  session  of  congress  under  the  pre- 
sent administration,  and  it  never  has  been  paid,  ex- 
cept as  one  obligation  lias  been  discharged  by  bor- 
rowing money  on  another.  Like  other  debtors,  we 
have  renewed  our  notes,  and  renewed  them  often, 
sometimes  paying  high  interest,  but  we  have  never 
extinguished  the  debt.  The  first  treasury  notes 
were  issued  in  the  autumn  of  1S37.  The  amount 
outstanding  January,  1838.  was,  I think,  four  or 
five  millions;  in  January,  1839,  it  was  also  large; 
and  in  January,  1810,  as  I have  already  said,  the 
secretary  states  it  at  two  millions  and  three-quarters. 

One  object  of  the  present  bill  is  to  enable  the 
treasury  to  pay  off  the  unpaid  part  of  these  two  mil- 
lions and  three-quarters  by  borrowing  again.  So 
that  it  is  true  that,  from  the  fust  session  of  congress 
under  this  administration  to  the  present  day,  the 
government  has  been  in  debt  for  borrowed  money, 
and  has  been,  every  hour,  naying  inferest  for  such 
borrowed  money.  This  is  a pvbticdebt.  What  this 
debt  may  amount  to  by  March,  1841,  I cannot  say. 
It  depends  on  measures  to  be  adopted  by  congress, 
and  on  those  changes  and  fluctuations  in  trade  w hich 
cannot  be  foreseen.  But  if  no  new  means  of  reve- 
nue are  supplied,  and  congress  should  make  such 
appropriations,  as  it  usually  has  done,  and  no  great 
improvement  in  the  state  of  affairs  should  take  place, 
I cannot  see  how  it  is  likely  to  fall  short  of  piglit  01- 
ten  millions.  But  this  is  mere  estimate.  Whatever 
the  amount  may  be,  however,  in  March,  1841,  it 
will  be  a debt,  created  by  the  present  administra- 
tion. I do  not  sav  unnecessarily  created.  I am 
not  now  speaking  to  that  point.  But  I say  it  will 
be  a debt — a public  debt — a national  debt — begun 
under  this  Administration. — a debt  existing  in  the 
least  economical  and  the  most  inconvenient  form — 
a debt  bearing  an  interest,  ami  a high  interest — and 
a debt  which,  if  cast  on  the  administration  of  1841, 
whoever  may  be  at  the  bead  of  that  administration, 
must  be  provided  for.  I say  this,  sir,  merely  to  pre- 
clude, ab  ante , the  idea  that,  if  a national  debt  shall 
be  found  existing  after  March,  1841,  it  will  be  the 
debt  of  the  administration  of  that  time,  and  not  of 
the  present. 

My  real  ground  of  complaint  against  the  present 
administration,  and  I think  it  a very  just  ground,  is, 
that  it  has  not  come  out  in  a manly  manner  long 
ago,  and  told  c.ongress  that  there  was  a necessity  to 
make  further  provision  for  revenue. 

The  president,  in  his  message  of  the  2d  December, 
observed  that  all  the  treasury  notes  then  outstand- 
ing would  have  been  redeemed  before  that  time,  ‘-if 
the  treasury  could  have  realized  the  payments  due  to 
it  from  I he  banks,”  What  banks?  The  outstanding 
treasury  notes  amounted,  at  that  time,  to  two  mil- 
lions and  three-quarters.  The  deposite  banks  owed 
the  government  only  a million,  or  a million  one 
hundred  thousand  doilars.  The  president  must  have 


included  the  bond  of  two  millions  and  a half  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  But  that  bond  is  not, 
by  the  terms  of  it,  due  till  September  next.  There 
could  have  been  no  disappointment,  therefore,  in 
not  realizing  the  payment  of  that,  bond  before  the 
date  of  the  message.  The  president  makes  very 
just  observations  upon  the  impolicy  and  danger  of 
commencing  a public  debt  in  a time  of  peace;  ol  the 
fearful  rapidity  with  which  such  debts  are  apt  to  be 
increased;  ^and  upon  our  duty  to  struggle  against 
such  debts  at  the  threshold.  But  r.li  this  does  not 
prove  that  money  borrowed  and  still  owed  on  trea- 
sury7 notes  is  not  a national  debt.  All  this  does  not 
prove  that  we  have  not  been  borrowing  money  on  the 
strength  of  the  public  credit,  paying  high  interest 
for  it,  and  having  an  immediate  prospect  of  being 
obliged  very  considerably  to  increase  its  amount.  I 
know  no  way  of  keeping  out  of  debt  but  by'  bringing 
the  revenue  up  to  the  expenditure,  or  bringing  the 
expenditure  down  to  the  revenue.  If  we  owe  for 
borrowed  money,  it  is  puerile  to  talk  about  the 
form  of  our  obligation,  as  it  one  form  was  less  a debt 
than  another.  It  would  bp  much  more  wise  to  set 
ourselves  at  once  about  getting  the  means  of  paj'- 
ment.  Good  aphorisms,  upon  the  subject  of  a na- 
tional debt,  should  be  followed,  I think,  by  direct  and 
responsible  recommendations  to  congress  of  such 
measures  as  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  evil. 

Let  us  now,  Mr.  President,  look  to  the  secretary’s 
estimate  of  means  and  of  expenditures  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

And,  first,  of  the  means.  He  thinks  tile  receipts 
into  the  treasury  from  customs,  lands  and  miscella- 
neous sources,  will  not  exceed  eighteen  millions  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  $18, 600, 000 

Amount  in  the  treasury,  Jan.  1,  1S40,  1,556,385 


20,156,385 

Expected  to  be  paid  on  U.  S.  bank  bond,  2,526,576 
Due  irom  deposite  banks,  1,149,904 


$23,832,865 

But  the  secretary  does  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
rely  on  the  collection  of  these  debts — and  as  to  the 
receipts  from  the  custom  house,  the  great  source  of 
expected  income,  I presume  his  hopes  is  not  stronger 
now  than  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the  account, 
and  see  the  estimate  of  expenditures. 

Now,  on  this  head,  he  says  that  if  congress  should 
make  appropriations  to  the  extent  desired  by  the 
different  departments,  the  expenditure  of  the  y'ear 
will  amount  to  $20,000,000  00 

Besides  the  payment  of  outstand- 
ing treasury  notes  amounting  to  2,750,000  00 


22,750,000  00 

This  would  leave  an  apparent  ba- 
lance in  the  treasury,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  next  year  of  1,082,865  00 

But  this  sum  is  less  than  the  amount  due  fiom  the 
deposite  banks,  the  payment  of  which,  he  says, 
ought  not  to  be  relied  on.  If  no  pait  of  that  should 
be  paid,  the  treasury,  according  to  this  statement, 
will  be  minus  at  the  close  of  this  year.  Probably 
some  part  of  it  will  be  paid,  but  at  best,  and  if  the 
secretary’s  hopes  should  all  be  fulfilled,  it  w-ill  be, 
upon  his  showing,  a touch-and-go  affair. 

But  as  he  does  not  rely  on  receiving  these  debts 
from  the  banks,  what  does  he  propose?  He  speaks 
always  of  treasury  notes  as  being  a temporary  ex. 
pedient  only,  and  that  they  are  to  be  redeemed 
within  the  year.  I do  not  think  this,  at  all;  but 
that  is  his  ground.  How,  then,  does  he  propose  to 
provide  for  the  deficiency,  in  case  these  bank  debts 
shall  not  be  collected? 

Why,  sir,  he  says  very  gravely,  that  one  mode  of 
avoiding  difficulty  will  be  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tions by  postponing  some,  and  lessening  others. 
We  need  no  ghost  to  tell  us  that.  But  what  ap- 
propriations will  he  reduce?  Where  shall  the  les- 
sening take  place?  or  where  shall  the  postponement 
take  place?  On  what  head  shall  the  blow  fall?  Shall 
it  be  in  the  civil  list,  or  the  army,  or  the  navy?  He 
says,  in  an  early  part  of  his  message,  that  he  thinks 
a reduction  can  be  made,  without  essential  in- 
jury to  any  useful  objects,  “for  persons  which  will 
be  afterwards  enumerated.”  I have  looked  through 
(he  whole  paper  carefully,  and  cannot  say  that  I 
have  met  with  that  enumeration  of  reasons.  Per- 
haps the  chairman  of  the  committee,  if  he  W’ere 
here,  could  tell  us  where  those  reasons  are  to  be 
found.  He  does  say,  indeed,  in  a subsequent  part 
of  his  communication,  that  it  may  become  necessa- 
ry to  diminish  the  compensation  of  all  officers, 
civil,  military,  executive,  judicial  and  legislative. 
But  he  states  no  proposed  rate  of  reduction;  aRd, 
indeed,  lie  does  not  recommend  reduction  at  all.  He 
says  it  may  become  necessary.  Does  he  think  it 
has  become,  and  is  now  necessary?  Does  he  recom- 
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men*!  il?  Is  that  his  reliance  to  eke  out  his  ways  and 
means?  And  what  amount  of  reduction  does  he  sup- 
pose such  a process  would  accomplish?  It  is  better 
to  do  this,  he  says,  than  to  expose  the  treasury  to 
bankruptcy.  Does  he  mean  that  the  treasury  wili  be 
exposed  to  bankruptcy  if  this  be  not  done?  Does 
he  mean  to  say  that  the  treasury  will  be  forthwith 
bankrupt,  unless  the  pay  of  the  president,  heads  of 
departments,  judges,  members  ol  congress,  and  mi- 
litary and  civil  officers,  be  immediately  reduced? 
Is  it  acknowledged  that  our  finances  are  in  this 
condition?  If  so,  w hy  not  recommend  the  measure 
at  once?  Why  not  tell  us,  distinctly,  what  is  ne- 
cessary? Why  leave  congress  to  grope  in  the  dark, 
amidst  many  various,  and  sometimes  inconsistent 
propositions  and  suggestions?  When  the  report  be- 
gins with  such  a nourishing  paragraph  about  the 
great  prosperity  of  the  treasury,  one  is  not  pre- 
pared to  see  the  secretary  come  to  this  complexion 
of  bankruptcy  quite  so  soon. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is,  at  least,  an  apparent 
inconsistency  between  the  president  and  the  secre- 
tary. The  secretary  says  the  appropriations  may 
be  reduced  below  the  estimates,  so  as  to  leave  two 
millions  in  the  treasury  at  the  beginning  of  next 
year.  This  will  require  a reduction  of  one  million, 
if  he  reckon  on  collecting  all  the  balances  due  from 
the  deposite  banks;  or,  it  not,  then  a reduction  of  a 
million  and  as  much  more  as  shall  equal  what  may 
remain  unpaid  of  these  balances.  He  supposes, 
then,  that  these  estimates  of  appropriations  may 
be  safely  cut  down  at  least  one  or  two  millions. 
This  would  be  a very  important  saving. 

But  what  says  the  president?  The  president  says 
that  he  “has  directed  the  estimates  I or  1S40  to  be 
subjected  to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  to  be  limited 
to  the  absolute  requirements  of  the  public  services.” 

Now,  sir,  if  his  directions  have  been  follow  ed,  if 
these  estimates  have  been  subjected  to  the  severest 
scrutiny,  and  are  limited  to  the  absolute  require- 
ments of  the  public  service,  where  is  the  reduction 
to  be  made?  The  secretary,  as  I have  said,  specifies 
nothing,  and  recommends  nothing  directly.  Where 
would  he  have  us  lop  off?  Will  he  spare  us  one  or 
two  millions  from  his  own  department?  Wili  the 
secretary  at  war  spare  a million  from  his?  Or  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  from  his?  Why,  I ask,  should 
congress,  when  called  on  to  appropriate  the  public 
moneys,  be  left  in  such  clouds  and  such  darkness? 

Sir,  one  word  as  to  the  manner  of  making  esti- 
mates of  expenditures  for  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. It  is  a plain  and  simple  business,  though, 
from  its  nature,  it  cannot  be  very  precise,  and  I 
cannot  see  any  necessity  for  enveloping  it  in  so 
much  obscurity  and  uncertainty. 

Appropriations  are  of  three  classes. 

In  the  first  place,  there  are  certain  existing  or 
standing  appropi  iations,  which  need  not  be  renew  ed 
annually.  Such  is  the  sum  of  $200,000  expended 
every  year  for  arming  the  militia;  and  such  are 
some  of  the  classes  of  pensions,  and  a few  other 
small  charges. 

In  the  second  place,  there  is  the  large  class,  in 
which  the  charge  is  created  by  law,  but  annual  ap- 
propriations are  required  to  enable  the  treasury  to 
disburse  the  sums  necessary  for  its  payment.  This 
includes  the  army  and  navy,  the  .civil  list,  and  a 
list  of  miscellaneous  objects. 

In  the  third  place,  there  are,  as  we  all  know7, 
many  appropriations  made  bv  congress  for  special 
objects,  public  or  private,  and  these  often  amount 
to  considerable  sums.  Private  claims,  roads  and  ca- 
nals, building  of  light  houses,  Indian  treaties,  many 
objects  recommended  by  the  executive  itself;  all 
these  require,  every  year,  a greater  or  less  amount 
of  money  from  the  treasury.  The  secretary  says 
that  the  expenditures  of  this  description,  which 
may  be  sanctioned  by  congress  annually,  are  very 
uncertain  in  their  amount.  This  is  true;  but  then, 
as  these  expenditures,  in  every  year,  amount  to 
a considerate  sum,  and  have  done  so  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  government,  can  any  just 
or  comprehensive  view  of  the  probable  necessities 
of  the  treasury  be  presented  which  shall  leave  all 
such  out?  It  is  quite  impossible  that  some  such 
expenditures  should  not  be  made.  Now,  in  these 
estimates  and  recommendations,  I find  rio  provision 
whatever  for  any  objects  of  this  kind.  The  esti 
mates  are  strictly  confined  to  the  army,  the  navy 
and  the  civil  list.  I find  no  allowance  for  a single 
dollar  which  we  might  vote  away  here  upon  a 
private  claim.  Yet  tiie  secretary  tells  us  that,  if 
we  will  keep  udthin  the  estimates,  1 lie  means  will 
hold  out.  But  he  must  know,  I should  have  thought, 
that  we  cannot  keep  within  the  estimates.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  judging  from  the  past,  that  be 
himself,  before  the  session  is  out,  will  call  for  ap- 
propriations not  within  the  estimates.  And  does  he 
moan,  in  that  case,  to  throw  the  blame  of  any  de- 
ficiency which  may  arise  on  congress,  by  saying 
that  congress  did  not  keep  w'ithin  the  estimates? 


If  we  may  believe  the  president,  and  if  the  se- 
cretaries have  fulfilled  his  directions,  there  is  no- 
thing in  any  of  these  estimates  which  is  not  re- 
quired by  the  absolute  wants  of  the  government. 
But  we  know,  sir,  that  there  are  things,  not  in  the 
estimates,  in  regard  to  which  the  wants  will  be  ab- 
solute; for  instance,  the  private  claims,  upon  which 
we  are  passing  here  every  day,  and  lor  many  of 
which  we  must  provide,  if  we  mean  to  do  justice. 
Besides,  do  we  not  see,  and  know,  that  in  all  hu- 
man probability  various  other  occasions  of  appro- 
priation will  arise?  Will  there  be  contingencies  for 
the  war  in  Florida?  No  expense  for  Indian  treaties? 
Is  it  not  possible  that  events  may  arise  on  the  north- 
eastern frontier  involving  heavy  charges? 

And  again,  sir,  does  the  administration  abandon 
the  Cumberland  road?  Here  is  no  estimate  for  a 
dollar  on  that  head  of  expenditure.  Yet  1 trust  an 
appropriation  for  that  object  will  be  made.  I shall 
certainly  vote  for  it  myself.  And  harbors  on  flu- 
lakes — are  provisions  lor  those  places  of  refuge  and 
safety  to  lake  mariners  to  be  again  postponed? — 
They  are  not  in  the  estimates.  Is  no  improve- 
ment of  any  oilier  harbor,  no  new  light  bouse,  and 
nothing  else,  which  the  protection  of  Atlantic  or 
inland  commerce  may  require,  to  be  undertaken 
or  provided  for?  Or,  since  these  things  are  not 
within  the  estimates,  if  congress  should  provide  for 
them,  is  congress  to  be  reproached  for  its  conduct, 
and  made  answerable  for  deficiencies? 

I repeat,  sir,  that  the  executive  departments  must 
well  know  that,  for  some  of  these  objects,  appro- 
priations will  of  necessity  be  made;  and  I repeat, 
therefore,  that  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been  their 
duty  to  have  presented  such  a plan,  for  receipt  and 
expenditure,  as  should  have  embraced  them,  and 
provided  lor  them.  The  amount  I agree,  could  not 
be  w-ell  foreseen.  But  it  must  have  been  foreseen  — 
it  could  not  but  have  been  foreseen  —that  something 
would  be  necessary;  and  yet  the  estimates  make  al- 
lowance for  nothing. 

There  is,  sir,  in  all  these  executive  communica- 
tions, a constant  repetition  of soundgeneial  maxims 
about  the  importance  of  economy.  I hope  the  vir- 
tue will  be  practised,  as  well  as  preached.  But  in 
my  opinion  there  is  no  just  economy  in  refusing  ap- 
propriations to  important,  necessary  and  useful 
public  objects.  Let  economy  begin  by  cutting  off 
useless  obiecls,and  diminishing  the  expense  of  ac- 
complishing such  as  are  useful.  Let  it  push  its  re- 
form lo  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  collecting  the 
revenue.  Let  it  take  care  of  expenditures,  by 
trusting  the  public  moneys  to  honest  hands.  Let 
it  reduce  offices,  wherever  they  can  be  reduced. 
In  all  these,  and  other  like  things,  let  it  exert  its 
salutary  influence.  But  is  the  Cumberland  road  to 
stop  from  an  impulse  of  economy?  Are  the  lakes 
to  be  without  harbors,  from  considerations  of  eco- 
nomy? Are  important  contingencies  in  public  af- 
fairs not  to  be  reasonably  piovided  for  from  rea- 
sons of  economy?  What  sort  of  economy  would  that 
be? 

Sir,  I take  that  great  public  virtue,  true  economy, 
to  consist,  not  in  an  niidistingnishirig  neglect  or  re- 
fusal to  appropriate  money,  but  in  a careful  selec- 
tion of  important  and  necessary  objects  of  expen- 
diture, in  the  frugal  application  of  means  to  accom- 
plish these  objects,  and  in  enforcing  ari  exact  and 
punctual  discharge  of  duty  by  every  officer  charg- 
ed either  with  the  collection  of  money,  or  with  any 
expenditure,  great  or  small.  This  is  my  idea  of 
wise  and  practical  economy,  such  as  it  becomes  us 
to  exercise,  and  such  astlie  country  will  approve. 
But  it  is  of  little  value,  or  no  value  at  all,  that  exe- 
cutive communications  should  rehearse  to  us  gene- 
ral economical  maxims,  unless  they  show  us  what 
objects  of  expenditure  may  be  disregarded,  or  in 
what  other  way  savings  may  be  made.  And  it 
would  be  especially  edifying  if  these  general  ad- 
monitions should  he  accompanied  and  enforced  by 
some  striking  and  brilliant  examples  set  by  the 
heads  of  departments  themselves.  I presume  that 
no  injustice  towards  congress  is  intended,  but  I 
must  say  that  in  many  of  these  communications 
there  are  tilings  which  seem  calculated  to  assert 
great  merit  for  economy  in  the  executive  depart- 
ments, and  which  are  hut  too  well  calculated  to 
throw  upon  us  an  apparent  want  of  that  virtue.  Il 
it  be  required  of  congress  to  keep  its  appropriations 
within  the  estimates  of  the  departments,  these  de- 
partments ought,  in  their  estimates,  lo  comprehend 
all  objects  which  they  know  or  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve congress  must  provide  for. 

Mr.  President,  I do  not  know  the  opinions  of 
other  gentlemen,  and  speak  only  for  myself,  but 
my  opinion  is,  that  our  existing  provisions  for  re- 
venue are  not  adequate.  I am  aw  are  that  one  branch 
of  expenditure,  that  of  pensions,  is  rapidly  decreas- 
ing; but  others  are  quite  likely  to  increase,  and  we 
all  know  what  a fall  in  duties  is  to  take  place,  in  no 


great  length  of  time.  Looking  to  the  many  useful 
and  important  objects,  which  I think  ought  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  congress,  it  seems  to  me  lo  be 
time  that  further  provisions  lor  income  should  be 
made.  And  we  have  the  means  at  hand.  There 
are  articles  of  import  on  which  we  might,  immedi- 
ately, in  my  opinion,  lay  a considerable  duty.  The 
first  of  these  is  silks.  The  importation  of  this  ar- 
ticle is  enormous.  In  1839  it  exceeded  twenty-one 
millions  of  dollars.  Think  of  that.  An  annual 
consumption  of  an  mi  taxed  imported  article,  of  mere 
luxury,  of  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars!  Those 
silks  clolhe  no  poor  man,  norhis  wife,  nor  his  chil- 
dren. The  whole  use  and  consumption  is  by  the* 
affluent.  Is  there  a fairer  subject  of  import  duty  i rl 
the  world?  Our  table  is  loaded  with  petitions  on 
ttiis  subject,  by  those  who  are  attempting  the  mak- 
ing of  silk  among  ourselves.  This,  itself,  is  a good 
reason  for  taxing  the  imported  article.  But,  as  a 
subject  of  revenue,  nothing  can  he  fairer  or  more 
proper.  Good  would  come  every  way  from  a duty 
on  silk.  Suppose  the  importation  should  be  a little 
lessened  by  it;  that  would  favor  the  efforts  of  our 
people,  anil  obtain  revenue  also.  Suppose  the  im- 
portation should  hardly  be  diminished  at  all,  as 
perhaps  it  might  not  be;  then  we  should  receive  the 
more  revenue,  and  should  collect  it  on  an  article  of 
the  merest  luxury.  Sir,  if  such  a- measure  could 
originate  in  this  house,  I would  move,  this  hour,  to 
bring  in  a hill  laying  a duty  on  imported  silks. 

Ttie  next  article  is  wine.  Wines  were  imported 
last  year  to  an  amount  exceeding  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Why  should  not  wines  pay  a duty?  I 
know,  that  in  regard  to  French  wines,  weare  limit- 
ed, by  the  treaty  with  France,  until  1842.  But  still, 
within  those  limits,  we  might  lay  a considerable 
duty  on  the  wines  of  France.  But  I should  have 
no  desire  to  lay  duties  on  the  red  wines,  or  the 
cheaper  wines,  ol  France.  Such  wines  are  con- 
sumed, extensively,  in  the  south  and  west,  are  suited 
to  the  habits  of  the  people,  anil  supposed  to  be  suit- 
ed also  to  the  climate.  Until  more  necessary  than 
at  present  to  tax  them,  they  might  be  received  un- 
taxed. But  other,  and  costly  w ines,  such  as  are  re- 
garded as  luxuries  only,  might  well  be  subjected  to 
a reasonable  duty. 

I would  lay  no  duty  on  tea  or  coffee,  because  they 
are  very  generally  used,  have  become  in  some  de- 
gree necessaries  of  life,  and  contribute  largely  to 
promote  comfort,  temperance  and  happiness  among 
all  classes.  I may  add  that  the  general  use  of  these 
articles  is  one  of  the  most  striking  things  which  dis- 
tinguish the  laboring  classes  of  this  country  from 
the  same  classes  in  other  countries. 

Such,  sir,  would  be  my  resort,  if  I could  have  my 
own  way,  for  revenues,  such  as  are  necessary  for 
the  support  of  government. 

As  to  the  public  lands,  I have  been,  and  still  am 
in  favor  of  dividing  their  proceedings  among  the 
states,  upon  fair  aijd  equitable  principles.  Perhaps 
this  should  not  be  done  till  the  census,  which  is  lo 
he  taken  this  year,  be  finished;  as  that  will  then  be 
the  surest  means  of  making  a just  and  proper  di- 
vision; but,  at  a proper  time,  I am  for  the  measure. 
In  addition  to  other  reasons  which  have  been  so 
often  urged,  it  may  be  said,  with  force,  that  the 
income  from  this  source  is  too  unsteady  and  fluctu- 
ating to  be  relied  on  as  an  essential  branch  of  pub- 
lic revenue.  But  a few  years  ago,  it  amounted  lo 
twenty-four  millions.  For  this  year,  it  is  estimated 
but  at  three  and  a half.  I should,  therefore,  assign 
this  income  to  the  states,  whatever  it  might  be,  and 
rely  for  our  revenue  on  those  other  sources  which 
1 have  mentioned,  fn  addition  to  silks  and  wiims 
there  are  some  articles,  called  the  protected  arti- 
cles, such  as  woollen  fabrics,  on  which,  in  my 
opinion,  the  duties  ought  to  be  raised.  would  not 
hasten,  indeed,  the  discussion  of  tne  general  I ari  IF 
question,  but  that  question  is  now  before  us,  not 
tar  off,  and  must  soon  be  upon  us. 

Mr.  President,  our  imports,  the  Inst  year,  reached 
the  unprecedented  amount  hf  one  hundred  and  fiiiy- 
seveti  millions  of  dollars,  exceeding  by  nearly  fifty 
millions  the  import  of  the  year  before.  Yet  even 
(his  seems  not  to  satisfy  ns  all.  Public  men  appear 
to  have  ruling  passions  or  strong  tendencies  oi  pre- 
ference towards  particular  objects.  It  seems  to  me 
that  our  government,  and  many  of  our  people,  have 
imbibed  an  extravagant  and  morbid  love  of  impor- 
tation. They  seem  to  judge  of  the  prosperity  of 
ttie  country,  and  the  happiness  of  its  people,  exclu- 
sively by  the  quantities  of  foreign  merchandise 
which  they  annually  consume.  With  all  respect, 
the  president  himself,  I think,  has  feelings  with 
this  tendency.  I find  this  paragraph  in  his  last  an- 
nual message: 

“Our  people  will  not  long  be  insensible  lo  the 
extent  of  the  burdens  entailed  upon  them  by  the 
false  system  that  has  been  operating  on  their  san- 
guine, energetic  and  industrious  character;  nor  to 
the  means  necessary  to  extricate  themselves  from 
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these  embarrassments.  The  weight  which  presses 
upon  a iarge -portion  of  the  people  and  the  slates  is 
an  enormous  debt,  foreign  and  domestic.  The  fo- 
reign debt  of  our  states,  corporations  arid  men  ol 
business,  can  scarcely  be  less  than  two  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  requiring  more  Ilian  ten  millions 
of  dollars  a year  to  pay  tile  interest.  This  sum 
has  to  be  paid  out  of  the  exports  of  the  country, 
and  must  of  necessity  cut  oft'  impoits  to  that  ex- 
tent, or  plunge  the  country  more  deeply  in  debt 
from  year  to  year.  Jt  is  easy  to  see  that  the  in- 
crease of  this  foreign  debt  must  augment  the  annual 
demand  on  the  exports  to  pay  the  interest,  and  to 
the  same  extent  diminish  the  imports;  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  enlargement  of  the  foreign  debt,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  interest,  must  be  the 
decrease  ot  the  import  trade.  In  lieu  of  the  com- 
forts which  it  now  brings  ns,  we  might  have  our 
gigantic  banking  institutions,  and  splendid,  but  in 
many  instances  profitless,  rail  roads  and  canals  ab- 
sorbing to  a great  extent,  in  interest  upon  the  capi- 
tal boi  rowed  to  construct  them,  the  surplus  fruits 
of  national  industry  for  years  to  come,  and  secur- 
ing to  posterity  no  adequate  return  for  the  comforts 
which  the  laborspf  their  hands  might  otherwise 
have  secured.” 

Now,  sir,  I would  aslc  most  respectfully  whether 
any  one  can  mention  any  rail  road  or  canal  more 
profitless  to  the  country  than  this  enormous  iinpnr- 
. tation  of  foreign  luxuries?  Or,  I would  ask,  what 
those  imported  comforts  are,  of  which  we  tret  so 
much  less  than  we  ought  to  desire?  Does  our  com- 
fort require  a greater  importation  of  silks  or  wines? 
Or  should  we  be  belter  off  by  adding  to  1 lie  six  or 
eight  millions  of  imported  woollen  fabrics  further 
to  depress  and  distress  our  own  manufactures?  Or 
is  the  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
millions  of  dollars,  of  imported  merchandise,  not 
enough,  on  the  whole,  to  satisfy  our  eager  appetite 
for  foreign  productions?  Inasmuch  as  we  lay  and 
collect  no  duties  on  silks  and  wine3,  we  are  likely 
to  fall  short  of  sufficient  revenue;  inasmuch  as  we 
are  likely  to  fall  short  of  revenue,  we  refuse  all 
appropriations  to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  to  har- 
bors on  the  lakes.  It  would  seem  to  follow,  from 
this,  that  we  deem  silks  and  wines  more  a necessi- 
ty of  life  than  a good  road  through  a new  country, 
or  ports  and  havens,  in  which  snips,  employed  in 
useful  commerce,  can  take  shelter  lor  the  preserva- 
tion of  lives  and  properly. 

' Mr.  President,  it  is  remarkable,  (hat  this  spirit 
lor  importation  should  become  so  strong,  just  when 
our  own  occupations  and  employments  aie  most 
depressed.  The  cotton  manufactures,  practically, 
are  in  a worse  state  than  they  have  been  tor  twenty 
years.  It  is  supposed  that  at  least  one- half  the 
woollen  machinery  in  the  United  States  has  ceased 
to  work, 'and  many  of  the  establishments  might  he 
purchased  at  one-third  their  cost.  The  iron  trade 
and  the  coal  trade  suffer  wilh  the  rest.  If  the  con- 
dition of  eastern  and  northern  manufactures  b?  as 
I have  stated,  I doubt  whether  one  would  receive 
much  more  favorable  accounts,  if  he  were  lo  in- 
quire into  1 lie  condition  of  trade  and  business,  at 
Piitsburg,  at  Wheeling,  or  at  Cincinnati. 

Under  1 he  circumstances  of  the  country,  sir,  I 
confess  I do  not  comprehend  how  any  man  should 
desire  to  see  a greater  impoitaliorr  ol  foreign  com- 
modities. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  expresses  senti- 
ments, if  not  entirely  like  those  which  I have  been 
considering,  yet  such  as  seem  lo  belong  to  the  same 
general  system  of  policy.  He  says,  in  his  annual 
report : 

“Should  the  states  not  speedily  suspend  more  of 
their  undertakings,  which  are  unproductive,  but,  by 
new  loans  or  otherwise,  find  means  to  employ 
armies  of  laborers 'in  consuming  rather  than  raising 
crops,  and  should  pi  ices  Ihus  continue  in  many 
cases  to  be  unnaturally  inflated,  as  they  have  been 
of  late  years,  in  the  face  of  a contracting  currency, 
the  effect  of  it  on  our  finances  will  be  still  more  lo 
lessen  exports,  and,  consequently,  the  prosperity 
and  revenue  of  our  foreign  trade.” 

Foreign  trade  is  here  presented  as  the  prominent 
object  ol  national  pursuit,  and  a reduction  of  prices 
at  home  clearly  intimated  as  a measure  ot  reform. 
These  armies’  of  laborers  now  employed  on  public 
works,  it  is  here  distinctly  recommended,  instead 
ol  thus  consuming  crops,  should  go  to  raising  them 
This,  1 think,  is  rattier  cold  comfort,  at  the  present 
prices  of  agricultural  products. 

Gentlemen  around  me  know  the  prices  at  which 
wheat  and  fl  uir  are  selling  in  the  northwestern 
states,  and  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  Caro- 
lina corn,  I notice,  is  selling  in  Boston  lor  fifty  cents 
a bushel.  1 doubt  whether  any  of  the  producers 
think  these  prices  unnaturally  inflated,  or  whether 
they  will  warmly  sympathize  with  the  secretary 
in  the  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  further  reduc- 
tion. 


Mr.  President,  my  own  opinion  or  our  condition'; 
and  of  our  true  policy  is  quite  different  from  ali  this. 

I hope  the  slates  will  be  aide  to  go  on,  and  that 
they  will  go  on,  with  their  public  works,  unless  in 
cases  where  the  objects  are  plainly  beyond  the  abili- 
ty of  the  state.  I hope  they  will  keep  good  heart, 
use  the  strictest  economy,  preserve,  and  not  lose  the 
benefit  of  ail  they  have  done  already. 

I am  for  bringing  about  no  reduction  in  the  price 
of  labor.  On  the  other  hand,  I regard  high  rates 
of  labor  as  the  surest  of  all  proofs  of  general  prospe- 
rity. 

I have  no  desire  to  see  a greater  or  a more  unre- 
strained importation  of  foreign  goods. 

On  the  contrary,  I am  for  laying  atax  on  import- 
ed luxuries,  thus  securing  an  adequate  revenue  to 
government. 

And  with  this  revenue  I am  for  defraying  the  or- 
dinarv  expenses  of  government,  making  reasonable 
provisions  for  unexpected  contingencies,  and  lor  ac- 
complishing important  and  useful  works,  for  which 
we  have  been  so  much  solicited,  and  which,  in  my 
opinion,  the  several  parts  of  the  country  have  a right 
to  call  on  us  not  longer  to  neglect. 

Mr.  Hubbard  replied  in  answer  to  Mr.  Webster. 
The  debate  was  further  continued  between  Messrs. 
Webster,  Hubbard,  Preston,  Benton,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, and  Buchanan,  when  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  25,  nays  8,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Y E AS— Messrs.  Allen,- Anderson,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas.  Nor- 
vell,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Da- 
vis, Merrick,  Preston,  Ruggles,  White — S. 
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SENATE. 

April  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  a more 
perlect  organization  to  the  navy  by  creating  the  rank 
of  admiral,  and,  limiting,  by  law,  the  number  of  offi- 
cers in  the  several  existing  ranks. 

Also,  that  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  dispensing 
with  the  several  appropriations  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  board  of  visiters  to  the  military  academy. 

Tlie  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  lo  a certain  reservation  in  the 
state  of  Alabama  wa3  taken  up,  and,  after  being 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  the  several  land  districts  so  soon 
as  the  surveys  therein  can  be  completed;  for  abo- 
lishing land  offices  under  certain  circumstances; 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  solicitor  of  the  general 
land  office,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  being  discuss- 
ed at  some  length  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  King, 
Sevier  and  others,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  While, 
passed  over  informally  wilh  a view  to  take  up  the 
special  order. 

The  bill  to  comfirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  was  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

The  Cumberland  road  bill  was  then  taken  up  as 
the  special  order,  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  bj-  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  when 

Mr.  White  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  con- 
siderable length  in  favor  of  the  general  provisions 
of  (he  bill,  and  against  the  amendment,  and 

Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Roane  and  Anderson  against 
the  biil;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Claj',  of  Ala.  Dixon,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard.  King,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Premiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles— 12. 

NAY’S— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Critienden,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  Southard,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Webster,  White,  Wright,  Young 
— 26. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
“fifty”  wherever  it  occurred,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  from  $150,000  to  100,000  in  each  of 
the  statps  named  in  the  bill. 

On  this  question  some  remarks  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Grundy,  Clay,  of  A la.  and  Henderson. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
reduping  the  sum  to  $75,000,  being  half  the  amount 
of  the  original  appropriation. 

On  this  ques.ion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clay,  ol  Kentucky,  Critienden,  Cuthherr, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Pierce,  Premiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Southard,  Strange,  Webster,  Wright — 23i 


NAYS — Messrs.  Aden,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Grun- 
dy, Henderson,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Ro- 
binson, Smith,  ..find.  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan, 
Wall,  White,  Young — 17. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  intimated  his  desire  to  make 
some  remarks  belore  the  question  was  put,  but  the 
late  hour  (it  being  then  alter  four  o’clock)  would 
induce  him  to  move  an  adjournment,  unless  it  was 
the  desire  of  tl;e  senate  he  should  proceed.  There 
appearing  no  wish  to  protract  the  session,  Air.  Clay 
moved  that  the  senate  adjourn;  which  was  carried, 
and  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  3.  The  iollowing  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Allen,  from  a number  of  citizens  of  Hu- 
ron county,  Ohio,  asking  the  passage  ot  a general 
bankrupt  law. 

By  Air.  Porter,  from  citizens  of  Buffalo  connect- 
ed with  the  steamboat  navigation,  remonstrating 
against  the  laws  of  congress  in  relation  to  steam- 
boats. 

By  Air.  Wright,  from  citizens  of  Black  Rock, 
New  York,  asking  the  enactment  of  a general  bank- 
rupt law. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  documents  in  relation  to  the 
memorials  of  the  clerks  of  the  custom  house  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

By  Air.  Southard,  from  Win.  B.  AlcMurtrie,  for- 
merly appointed  a member  of  the  scientific  corps 
in  the  exploring  expedition,  asking  to  be  remune- 
rated for  loss  of  time,  &c.  incurred  by  the  secreta- 
ry’s having  discontinued  I i is  services  before  the 
time  of  sailing. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a certain  reservation  in  the 
state  of  Alabama,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  the  several  districts,  so  soon  as 
the  surveys  therein  can  be  completed;  for  abolish- 
ing land  offices  under  certain  circumstances;  and 
to  abolish  the  office  of  solicitor  of  the  general  land 
office,  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.  King,  Preston  and  Clayton, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  senate,  as  early  as  practicable,  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  ol  a court  martial  recently  as- 
sembled at  Charlestown,  Mass,  for  the  trial  of  lieuten- 
ant Louis  F.  Whitnej , of  the  marine  corps;  the  charges 
and  specifications  against  him,  as  well  as  all  correspon- 
dence had  in  relation  thereto,  between  the  secrettuy  of 
the  navy,  or  any  one  else  by  his  directions,  and  all 
other  persons  whatsoever.  Also,  that  he  be  requested 
to  communicate  whether  a certain  letter  signed  “G. 
W.  Davis,’’  containing  allegations  against  lieut.  Whit- 
ney, received  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  in  Decem- 
ber last,  did  not,  on  the  trial,  prove  to  have  been  ficti- 
tious; as  well,  also,  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  writer  or  author  of 
the  said  let.ter. 

The  bill  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  conti- 
nuation of  the  Cumberland  road  through  the  states 
ol  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  occupied  the  chief 
part  of  this  day’s  sitting.  It  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  Southard,  Smith,  of  Ind.  While,  of  the  same 
state,  and  Mr.  Young. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  fora  third  reading,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Y7EAS— Messrs.  Alim,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Davis, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Tappan.  Webster,  White,  AVriglit,  Young— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kv.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cutli- 
bert,  Dixon,  Hendersonj  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin. 
Phelps,  Pierce,  Printiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Southard,  Strange — 22. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected,  and  the  senate  adjourned 
till  Aionday. 

April  6.'  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Prentiss,  fiom  a number  of  citizens  of 
Woodstock,  and  also  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Bethel,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  asking  the  estab- 
lishment ofa  uniform  system  ol  bankmptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

By  Air.  Tallmudge,  from  Henry  Bradley  and  137 
other  male  and  female  inhabitants  ol  Yates  county. 
New  York,  against  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a 
slave  slate;  motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Oswego  county,  N.  York, 
asking  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law1. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Poughkeepsie,  praying  the 
reduction  of  postage  on  letters. 

By  Air.  Pierce,  from  citizens  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  relation  to  a mail  route. 

By  Mr.  Norvetl,  from  citizens  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, asking  to  have  that  place  made  a port  of  entry. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  11,  1840— CONGRESS. 


93 


By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  500  citizens  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  asking  tliat  a uniform  bankrupt  law 
be  passed.  Mr.  B.  would  take  that  occasion  to  s.iy 
that  the  memorial  was  signed  by  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers,  among  the  most  respectable  and  in- 
fluential citizens  ol  that  place,  and  evinced  the 
strong  feeling  that  existed  there  in  favor'ofsuch  a 
law. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  the  northwest- 
ern part  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Alleghany  river. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  same  state,  asking  that 
further  steps  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  foreign 
slave  trade. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana,  asking  that  the  school  lands  be  protected 
from  waste,  by  authorising  them  to  be  rented  or 
leased. 

Also,  from  the  same,  in  favor  of  the  construction 
of  a road  from  Vidalia  to  Nacliitoches. 

Also,  from  the  same,  asking  that  a military  post 
be  established  at  Alexandria,  in  that  state. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  asking 
the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Racine,  in  the  territory  of 
Wiskonsin,  asking  the  construction  of  a harbor  at 
that  place. 

Also,  from  the  proprietors  and  agent1;  of  steam- 
boats on  Lake  Erie,  remonstrating  against  the  pro- 
visions of  some  of  the  laws  regulating  steam  ves- 
sels. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  citizens  of  Ala- 
bama, asking  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Hubbard  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  cause  to 
be  prepared  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  private  claims 
which  have  been  before  the  senate,  with  the  action  of 
the  senale  thereon,  since  the  commencement  ot  the 
15th  congress;  and  that  he  communicate  the  same  to 
the  senate  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  lies  over  one  day. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  Mr.  Tall- 
madge,  calling  lor  all  the  proceedings  and  correspon- 
dence in  the  case  of  iieut.  L.  F.  Whitney,  of  the 
marine  corps,  was  taken  up;  when  alter  some  re- 
marks from'  Messrs.  King,  Tallmadge  and  Tappan, 
the  resolution  was  rejected,  yeas  16,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  au- 
thorising the  president,  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men 
for  service  in  Florida.  The  bill  was  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Pierce,  Linn  and  Preston,  when  the  ques- 
tion having  been  taken,  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  up  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and,  after  being  discussed, 
were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading: 

The  bill  granting  to  the  county  ol  Kalamazoo,  in 
the  state  of  Michigan,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Michigan  a quan- 
tity of  land,  to  aid  said  state  in  the  construction  of 
a canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie. 

The  bill  authorising  the  relinquishment  of  the 
16th  sections  granted  lor  the  use  of  schools,  and  the 
entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

, The  senate  then  adjourned. 

April  7.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a letter  from  the  treasury  department, ^vhich 
was  refeired  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred, viz: 

By  Mr.  While,  from  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying 
the  enactment  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun,  from  citizens  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  addressed  the  senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  The  melancholy  duty  devolves 
upon  me  to  announce  to  the  senate  the  death  of  my 
colleague,  the  hon.  Thaddeiis  Bells,  who  departed 
this  life  this  morning,  a few  minutes  before  six 
o’clock.  I visited  him  yesterday  at  his  lodgings, 
and  though  I was  strongly  impressed  with  the  opi- 
nion of  the  malignancy  of  his  disease,  it  did  not 
6eein  to  be  tile  opinion  ol  those  around  him  that  he 
was  iri  any  immediate  danger.  My  own  indisposi- 
tion, I trust,  will  be  a sufficient  apology  for  the 
brevity  of  my  remarks  on  this  melancholy  occasion. 
Mr.  Bells  was  a man  of  a high  order  of  intellect, 
and  of  varied  and  extensive  acquirements.  The 
confidence  ol  the  people  of  his  state  in  his  abilities 
and  worth  was  manifested  by  the  many  elevated 
and  import. -ill  public  trusts  to  which  their  voices 
called  him;  and  he  discharged  their  various  duties 
with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  pub- 
lic. At  the  bar,  few  enjoyed  a higher  reputation, 
and  the  urbanity  and  courtesy  which  marked  his 
intercourse  with  his  professional  brethren  made  him 
a general  favorite.  In  the  relations  of  fiiend  and 


citizen,  the  testimony  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
his  acquaintance  will  be  given  to  tile  high  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held. 

And  though  all  his  acquaintance  mourn  his  loss, 
none  can  feel  their  bereavement  with  such  intensi- 
ty as  those  who  looked  to  him  as  their  protector; 
the  wife  has  lost  in  him  a kind  and  devoted  hus- 
band, the  children  a fond  and  affectionate  father. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  the 
hon.  Thaddeus  Bells,  which  will  lake  place  to-morrow, 
at  half  past  12  o’clock;  that  the  senate  will  atiend  the 
same,  and  tliai  notice  thereof  be  given  to  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  the  se- 
nate, from  a sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Thaddeus  Bells, 
deceased,  late  a member  thereof,  will  go  into  mourning 
for  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  on 
the  left  arm. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Thaddeus  Bells, 
the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted;  and 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  2.  The  speaker  announced  the 
special  order  of  the  day  (taking  precedence  over 
all  other  business)  to  be  the  report  heretofore  made 
by  the  select  committee  on  printing,  of  which  Mr. 
Black,  of  Georgia,  was  chairman. 

[This,  it  will  be  recollected,  is  a report  in  part 
diiected  to  the  question  of  prices.] 

Mr  .Fillmore  hoped  that,  by  general  consent,  be 
would  be  permitted  to  close  the  remarks  commenc- 
ed by  him  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey 
election. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  said  he  did  not  at  this  moment 
see  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  printing  in 
his  seat.  Mr.  G.  could  state,  however,  that  the  do- 
cuments were  not  yet  printed,  and  that  it  would  be 
impossible  lor  Ihe  house  to  proceed  with  the  consi- 
deration of  the  subject,  or  to  make  proper  explana- 
tions, without  having  those  documents  laid  on  the 
table.  He  proposed,  therefore,  that,  by  general 
consent,  the  matter  should  lie  over  until  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  made  his  appearance. 

Some  conversalion  here  ensued  between  Mr. 
Graves  and  Mr.  Garland  as  to  the  time  at  which 
the  documents  were  sent  to  the  printer,  during 
which  Mr.  Black  entered  the  house. 

Mr.  Black  said  that  the  report  which  he  had 
made  had  been  given  to  the  printer  some  time,  but 
that  there  was  a volume  of  testimony  which  had 
only  been  delivered  to  the  printer  yesterday1;  the 
reason  of  which  he  did  not  precisely  know.  The 
printer,  however,  was  not  to  be  blamed. 

Mr.  Graves  inquired  what  might  probably  be  the 
number  of  documents  to  be  printed? 

Mr.  Black  said  they  amounted  to  a considerable 
quantity,  and  that  probably  they  had  been  detained 
trom  the  printer  by  the  clerk  of  the  committee  ar- 
ranging them  for  the  press.  Under  this  explana- 
tion Mr.  B.  presumed  t ti ere  would  be  no  dilficulty 
on  the  part  of  the  house  in  giving  more  time  to  the 
printer. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  hoped  Flat  die  subject  would 
be  permitted  to  lie  over  until  the  documents  were 
printed,  unless  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
should  name  a particular  day  to  which  the  conside- 
ration of  the  subject  should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Adams  reminded  Mr.  \V.  that  there  was  al- 
ready a special  order  for  that  day1,  to  wit:  the  hill 
reported  from  the  committee  on  manufactures  in 
relation  to  certain  frauds  on  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  jR.  Garland  desired  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  whether  the  report  on  the 
other  branch  of  the  inquiry  embraced  in  the  reso- 
lution under  which  the  committee  was  raised, 
would  be  ready  by  Wednesday,  so  that  the  two 
subjects  might  be  taken  up  together? 

Mr.  Black  said  that  if  it  was  it  would  avail  no- 
Ibjng,  so  far  as  the  first  branch  of  the  subject  was 
concerned,  because  it  could  not  be  printed  by  that 
time.  The  second  branch  of  the  resolution,  that 
which  related  to  the  disconnection  of  the  public 
press  from  the  government  patronage,  had  not  yet 
been  definitely  acted  upon  by  the  committee,  lie 
was  free  to  state,  as  he  presumed  he  was  at  liberty 
to  do,  that  the  majority  of  ihe  committee  had  de- 
termined to  repor.t  against  the  separation,  and  h id 
directed  him  to  make  a report  accordingly,  which 
he  had  not  had  time  to  make;  for  he  could  not  put 
aside  all  other  business  requiring  his  attention  to 
attend  to  this  exclusively. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  (hat,  so  far  back  as  last 

Wednesday  week,  the  committee  (the  majority) 


decided  against  this  measure  of  separation,  as  be- 
ing an  inlraction  of  the  constitution,  and  highly 
inexpedient  in  reference  to  the  public,  interests, 
and  directed  the  chairman  to  draw  up  a report  based 
on  these  principles.  Mr.  G.  hoped  it  would,  at  all 
events,  be  in  the  power  of  the  chairman  to  prepare 
a report  by  next  Wednesday,  (a  space  of  sixteen 
or  seventeen  days  1'roin  the  time  the  chairman  had 
been  directed  to  prepare  it),  presenting  the  reasons 
upon  which  their  decision  was  based.  He  (Mr. 
G.)  for  some  time  had  had  prepared  the  views  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  who  differed  from 
the  majority;  and  he  wished  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject might  be  brought  up  for  the  consideration  of 
the  iiouse  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Black  said  it  was  not  necessary;  indeed,  it 
would  be  highly  impracticable  that  both  branches 
of  the  subject  should  be  considered  at  the  same 
time;  because  the  gentleman  himself,  (Mr.  Gar- 
land), and  his  friends  upon  the  committee,  had 
adopted  a resolution  to  recommend  that  no  change 
shall  take  place  in  the  manner  and  form  of  execut- 
ing the  public  printing  at  this  session.  If  that  was 
so,  where  was  the  necessity  of  urging  that  matter 
immediately  before  the  house,  and  in  direct  con- 
nection u itn  a subject  that  related  only  to  the  prices 
of  tlm  public  printing? 

Mr.  R.  Guilaiul  said  it  was  necessary,  in  order 
that  arrangements  might  be  made  by  which  the 
whole  printing  might  be  done  at  the  next  session 
of  congress,  il  his  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gruvcs  remarked  that  he  would  not  consent 
the  house  should  act  on  the  proposition  to  postpone 
the  special  order  for  another  week  or  two,  until 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  a report  from 
the  committee  on  that  branch  ol  the  subject  com- 
mitted to  them,  which  relates  to  the  sepaiation  of 
the  public  printing  from  the  newspaper  press.  And, 
as  it  seems  the  chairman  of  that  committee  was 
directed  by  the  majority  of  that  committee  to  make 
out  a report  adverse  to  the  separation  at  present  on 
last  Monday  week,  eleven  days  ago,  and  had  not 
yet  done  so,  he  proposed  to  submit  to  the  house  a 
resolution  instructing  that  committee  to  make  their 
report  during  the  present  week,  so  that  it  may  bo 
printed  in  time  for  the  action  of  this  house,  when 
it  comes  to  act  upon  the  first  branch  ol  the  subject 
committed  to  that  committee,  on  next  Thursday, 
or  the  succeeding  Thursday,  if  the  more  remote 
day  should  be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  had  informed 
the  house  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  were 
against  the  separation  of  the  printing  from  the 
newspaper  press,  and  that  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee concurred  with  the  majority  upon  the  policy 
of  not  attempting  the  separation  at  this  session, 
and  therefore  he  had  not  supposed  it  important 
about  being  in  haste  to  submit  his  report,  as  he 
supposed  no  action  would  be  had  on  it.  Did  the 
chairman  .remember  it  was  the  privilege  of  this 
house  to  reverse  the  decisions  of  its  committees 
whenever  it  did  not  concur  with  them?  Has  he 
forgotten  that  the  committee  is  merely  constituted 
the  organ  of  Ibis  house,  to  investigate  the  subject 
committed  lo  their  charge,  and  that  their  report 
was  in  no  sense  binding,  but  at  all  times  subject  to 
be  reversed  by  tin's  house?  If  he  did  not  know  this 
fact,  Mr.  G.  said  he  would  beg  leave  to  inform  him 
it  is  so,  and  that  he  hoped  the  house  would  corne  to 
a conclusion  very  different  from  that  to  which  the 
committee  had  arrived. 

Mr.  G.  said  lie  did  not  profess  to  be  very  well 
informed  ns  to  t he  facts  it  might  be  necessary  to 
know,  in  order  to  come  to  a correct  conclusion  on 
this  subject,  although  he  had  looked  into  it  with 
some  care;  and  it  might  be  that  when  he  should  be 
as  well  informed  as  the  committee,  he  should 
change  his  opinion,  though  lie  was  inclined  to  think 
he  should  not.  This  session  (continued  Mr.  G.) 
lie  regarded,  from  vvhat  had  been  said  in  certain 
quarters  when  this  subject  was  first  up.  as  propi- 
tious a period  as  may  be  presented  to  us  lo  accom- 
plish this  great  reform;  and  lie  was  very  reluctant 
to  yield  it  up,  as  it  was  one  he  had  much  at  heart. 

Mr  G.  said  that,  in  order  to  get  this  report  into 
the  house,  and  have  it  printed  by  the  time  the  first 
branch  of  the  subject  shall  come  up,  he  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  commiitee  raised  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  printing  of  this  Iiouse,  and  with  a 
view  of  examining  into  the  propriety  and  practicabili- 
ty of  separating  i lie  government  priming  from  ihe 
political  press,  he  instructed  to  report  during  the  pre- 
sent week  upon  the  latter  branch  of  the  subject  com- 
mitted to  them. 

Mr.  Graves  said  it  was  contemplated  to  have  a 
report  made  on  the  subject  in  ten  days  after  the 
constitution  of  the  committee.  More  than  two 
months,  he  believed,  had  elapsed,  and  yet  we  have 
no  report;  and,  unless  the  house  should  take  some 
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step  to  cause  the  report  to  be  made,  he  knew  not 
when  it  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  suggested  the  improprie- 
ty of  debating  the  matter  now. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Graves)  was  objecting  to  the  postponement 
of  the  special  order. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Garland)  had  staled  that  he  had  a minority 
report  prepared.  Let  him  report  now;  he  might 
make  his  report  at  any  time  as  well  as  the  majority . 

Mr.  Garland  said,  if  that  was  so,  he  should  cer- 
tainly present  the  report  in  a short  time. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  had  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  he  was  now  ready  to -report. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  of  the  chair  what  was 
the  question. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  on  postponing  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  he  hoped,  then,  that  gentle- 
men would  be  confined  to  that. 

Mr.  Russell  said  it  was  evident  that  this  busi- 
ness was  not  now  in  a condition  to  be  acted  upon. 
He  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  be  postponed  until  next  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  Graves  having  formally  submitted  his  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Black  said  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
this  resolution,  if  it  did  not  contain  a reflection  on 
the  committee.  The  committee  considered  they 
had  been  already  instructed,  and  they  would  have 
made  their  report  had  they  considered  that  there 
was  any  necessity  lor  so  much  haste.  The  com- 
mittee had  concluded  to  recommend  the  inexpe- 
diency of  making  any  change  in  the  mode  of  exe- 
cuting the  public  printing.  He  did  not  see  why 
this  resolution  should  be  adopted  when  the  com- 
mittee had  been  already  instructed. 

Mr.  Graves  said  he  did  not  intend  any  reflection 
upon  the  committee,  but  that  the  committee  was 
one  thing  and  the  house  was  another.  It  the  mi- 
nority intended  to  make  a report,  he  hoped  they 
would  do  so  very  soon.  He  thought  the  subject 
might  and  ought  to  be  disposed  ot  at  the  present 
session.  If  not,  he  had  no  confidence  in  its  being 
acted  upon  at  the  next.  If  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  had  not  yet  had  time  to  make  his  report, 
Mr.  G.  did  not  know'  when  he  would,  unless  in- 
structed, to  do  so  during  the  present  week.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  wished  both  subjects  ac(ed  upon  at  the 
same  time. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  of  the  chair  if  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Graves  was  in  order? 

The  speaker  said  it  was  in  order  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  Mr.  Graves  to  withdraw 
his  proposition,  as  he  (Mr.  Garland)  thought  it 
probable  that  the  chairman  would  make  a report 
soon.  But  if  not,  he,  (Mr.  G.)  would  submit  the 
views  of  the  minority  so  as  to  test  the  sense  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Graves  remarked  that  his  only  object  was  to 
bring  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  house  the  sub 
ject  contemplated  by  his  resolution.  He  had  no 
objection  to  withdrawing  it  at  the  suggestion  of  his 
friend  from  Louisiana,  and  lie  accordingly  with- 
drew it. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  postpone  the  consi- 
deration of  the  report  of  the  committee  until  next 
Thursday. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  longest 
time — that  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Russell  to 
postpone  the  consideration  thereof  until  next  Tues- 
day week — there  appeared  ayes  64,  noes  43 — no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  asked  for  tellers,  who  were  ap- 
pointed. 

And  the  question  was  again  taken,  (Messrs. 
Vanderpoel  and  Reynolds  acting  as  tellers),  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  yeas  65,  noes  62. 

So  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  report 
was  postponed  until  next  Tuesday  week. 

And,  (two  thirds  of  all  (he  members  present  hav- 
ing voted  therefor),  it  was  made  the  special  order, 
to  take  precedence  of  all  other  business,  until  dis- 
posed of. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  heretofore 
reported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Caroljna,  from 
the  committee  of  elections,  to  print  all  the  testimo- 
ny in  relation  to  the  contested  election  in  the  slate 
ot'N.  Jersey;  to  which  resolution  and  amendment 
had  been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Pdce  Garland, 
to  print  the  testimony  received  since  the  report  of 
the  said  committee  was  made. 

Mr.  Fillmore  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  without 
concluding,  and  having  yielded  the  floor  for  sundry 
explanations,  until  the  morning  hour  had  elapstd, 
when  Mr.  JRford  said  that,  for  the  sake  of  variety, 
he  would  cat!  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


The  speaker  laid  before  file  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  9th  ult.  transmitting 
reports  from  the  secretaries  of  state  and  war,  witli 
documents,  which  contain  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  resolution.  [For  reports,  &c.  see  page 
82.]  Which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushins:,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (under  consideration  yesterday),  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  elections. 

Mr.  Watlerson,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  house  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in 
reply  to  some  of  the  remaiks  of  Mr.  Bell.  Mr.  W. 
discussed  the  political  character  and  principles  ol 
the  members  of  the  late  Harrisburg  convention,  the 
convention  of  Columbus,  in  Ohio,  tkc.  and  W’as 
called  to  order  three  or  four  times  for  irrelevancy 
of  debate,  thus  giving  rise  to  some  discussion  on 
points  of  order.  No  action  was  had  in  any  case, 
except  that  Mr.  W.  was  permitted  to  proceed  by 
general  consent,  (or  nearly  so). 

In  the  course  of  bis  remarks  Mr.  W.  yielded  the 
floor,  for  the  purposes  of  explanation,  to  his  col- 
leagues, Messrs.  Bond,  Mcdill^nd  Weller.  Having 
concluded,  [at  a quarter  to  4 o’cleck],  the  speaker 
gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Gentry,  who  said  that  he  had 
not  intended  to  make  any  remarks  on  this  subject, 
and  he  had  not,  therefore,  directed  his  attention 
particularly  to  it.  It  was  only  since  listening  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Waller- 
son],  that  he,  [Mr.  G ] had  determined  to  say  any 
thing;  and  as  he  had  very  seldom  trespassed  on  its 
time  or  courtesy,  he  hoped  it  was  not  asking  too 
much  of  the  house  to  indulge  him  by  an  adjourn- 
ment. And  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  April  3.  The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning 
hour,  it  being  the  printing  of  certain  testimony  in 
relation  to  the  New  Jersey  election. 

Mr.  Fillmore  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Crabb  entered  into  some  explanations;  after 
W'hich  he  urged  strongly  that  the  debate  should  now' 
be  closed. 

Mr.  Cushing  having  obtained  the  floor,  said  he 
had  sought  it  for  some  time  in  order  to  bring  this 
discussion  to  a close.  He  begged  leave  to  say  that 
this  debate,  obstructing,  as  it  did  during  the  morn- 
ing hour,  the  whole  public  business,  had  become  a 
public  nuisance.  He  moved  the  previous  question. 
[Cries  of  “good,  good.”] 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  appealed  to 
Mr.  Cushing  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  only  ten 
minutes;  and  he  pledged  himself  not  to  occupy  the 
house  longer  than  that  lime. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  that  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Bolts),  a member  of  the  committee,  and  who  was 
very  much  interested  in  this  matter  in  a personal 
view,  was  not  present.  Mr.  W.  did  not  know  what 
tlie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  designed  to  say, 
but  he  hoped  that,  if  it  was  any  thing  which  re- 
quired explanation  or  reply  from  his  colleague,  an 
opportunity  would  be  given  for  reply.  Mr.  W.  saw 
no  reason  why  the  debate  should  not  be  arrested 
now. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  Mr.  Cushing 
said  that,  as  gentlemen  all  around  him  objected  to 
his  withdrawing  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, he  must  persist  in  it. 

And  the  call  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded,  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  proposed  to  modify  bis  amend- 
ment to  read  as  follows: 

‘•And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
the  evidence  referred  to  it  on  the  6th  of  March,  which 
was  delivered  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  pre- 
vious to  the  report  being  adopted,  and  which  the  ma- 
jority refused  to  open  or  send  to  the  speaker  to  be  open- 
ed, in  order  that  it  might  be  considered,  and  that  the 
same  be  printed.” 

Which  proposed  modification  the  speaker  decided 
to  he  out  of  order. 

And  the  question  being  then  lakcn  on  the  first 
branch  of  the  main  question,  to  wit:  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Garland,  it  was  rejected. 

On  (lie  second  branch  of  the  main  question,  to 
wit:  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell,  that  gentle- 
man asked  Ihe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken  were,  yeas  147,  nays  3.  So  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Pickins,  on  leave,  presented  certain  docu- 
ments from  the  United  States  consul  at  Canton, 
(Mr.  Snow),  in  addition  to  those  already  laid  be- 
fore Ihe  house,  w hich,  on  motion  of  Mr  P.  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  arid 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented, 
in  behalf  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Abbot  Lawrence,  who 


has  been  detained  from  the  house  for  several  weeks 
past  by  severe  sickness,  the  following  petitions: 

OL  Joseph  Batch,  president  of  the  Merchants’ 
Insurance  company,  and  the  officers  of  numerous 
insurance  companies,  merchants,  ship  masters,  ship 
owners  and  pilots,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  erection  of  a light  house  on  Minot’s  rock,  in  (life 
harbor  of  Boston;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce. 

Of  John  Lilly  and  others,  manufacturers  of  um- 
brellas and  parasols,  asking  to  have  the  duty  restor- 
ed which,  by  the  adjudication  of  Ihe  courts,  has 
been  held  not  to  be  applicable  to  those  articles 
imported  into  (he  United  Slates.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Of  Phojbe  Rogers,  of  Charlestown,  Massachu- 
setts, setting  forth  that  her  husband  was  a head  rig- 
ger in  the  employ  of  the  government  in  the  navy 
yard  in  Charlestown,  when  lie  fell  from  the  fore- 
yard of  the  ship  Independence,  and  wa3  killed;  re- 
presenting also  her  extreme  poverty  and  distress, 
and  asking  a provision  in  her  favor.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Of  Elizabeth  Sweatt,  only  surviving  child  of 
Benjamin  Richards,  representing  that  her  father 
was  in  the  service  of  his  country  on  board  of  the 
United  States  brig-of-war  Pickering,  in  the  year 
1S00,  whe  .the  vessel  was  lost  with  all  on  board; 
and  praying  that  she  may  be  admitted  to  a parti- 
cipation in  Hie  navy  pension  fund,  to  which  she  has 
been  advised  that  she  is  entitled.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Ol  the  heirs  ol  Bartholomew  Trore,  late  of  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts,  setting  forth  the  meritorious 
services  of  their  ancestor  in  (he  revolutionary  vvar, 
and  praying  compensation  therefor.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

Of  Benjamin  Lyon,  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts, 
representing  his  revolutionary  services,  and  asking 
to  be  put  upon  the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Briggs  offered  a resolution 
providing  that  the  rules  of  the  house,  as  amended, 
be  printed;  which  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  sundry  packages 
of  depositions  in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  elec- 
tion; which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South 
Carolina,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  (he  orders  of  the 
day,  and  considered  a number  of  bills,  which  were 
read  a (bird  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Adams,  by^permission,  presented  the  memo- 
rial ofF.  L.  Smith,  asking  the  establishment  of  an 
agricultural  and  educational  department  of  the  go- 
vernment; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

All  the  private  bills  on  the  speaker's  table  having 
been  disposed  of,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tenn. 
the  house,  at  half  past  four  o’clock,  ad  journed. 

Saturday,  April  4.  The  journal  having  been  read— 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a resolution  providing  that  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill  be  made  Ihe  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Wednesday  next,  at  1 o’clock',  and  on  each 
succeeding  day,  at  Ihe  same  hour,  until  disposed  of, 
to  take  precedence  over  all  other  business. 

Mr.  Stanly  objected,  on  the  ground  that,  if  the 
resolution  was  adopted,  all  private  bills  would  be 
put  aside. 

Mr.  Jones  thereupon  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  91,  nays  31. 

So  (tvvo-thiids  of  the  members  present  voting 
therefor)  the  rules  were  suspended. 

And  the  resolution  being  thus  before  the  house— 

Mr.  Jones  asked  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded. 

And  tlie  main  question  (being  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution)  was  ordered  to  be  taken;  and, 
being  taken,  was.  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas 
107,  nays  53. 

So  (two-thirds  voting  in  Ihe  affirmalive)  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition 
of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Ives  and  others,  of  Rhode 
Island,  owners  of  and  concerned  in  navigation,  for 
a lighthouse  on  Sandy  Point,  in  Narragansett  bav; 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  commerce. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  (o  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports  during  the  morning  hour,  which, 
having  expired,  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the 
purpose  of  ei  abling  the  call  to  be  completed. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  reports  were 
made  in  the  whole,  chiefly  reports  and  bills  con- 
cerning private  claims. 

Of  a different  description,  the  following  appear 
to  he  the  most  important: 

By  Mr'.  Beirne,  from  the  committee  for  the  dis- 
trict  of  Columbia,  a bill  t'o  continue  tlie  c’drfforate 
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existence  of  the  banks  in  the  District'll'  Columbia 
on  certain  conditions;  a bill  to  incorporate  the 
Navy  Yard  Beneficial  society  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington; to  incorporate  the  Washington  Building 
arid  Improvement  company;  to  incorporate  the 
Washington  City  Benevolent  society;  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Lafayette  Benevolent  society. 

By  Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, a bill  to  increase  the  duties  upon  imported 
manufactures  of  silk;  a report  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  concerning  lead  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Kemble,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  without  amendment,  the  senate’s 
Florida  settlement  bill. 

By  Mr.  Cushing,  fiom  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  a bill  (accompanied  by  a report)  to  provide 
for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  due  to  certain  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  spoliations  committed  on  their 
commerce  prior  to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1801. 

The  bills  above  mentioned  were  severally  refer- 
red to  committees  of  the  whole. 

The  house  adjourned  at  4 o’clock. 

Monday,  April  6 The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  navy  department 
covering  copies  of  the  correspondence  heretofore 
called  for  in  relation  to  the  lighthouse  on  Flynn’s 
knoll,  Sic.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

Also,  sundry  depositions  in  relation  to  the  New 
Jersey  election.  Referred  to  the  committee  of 
elections. 

This  was  the  day  set  apart,  by  the  rules,  for  the 
reception  of  resolutions,  ik,c. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  house  last  resolution 
day,  an  appeal  was  pejiding  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  and  which  was  taken  under  the  following 
circumstances:  In  pursuance  of  notice  given,  Mr. 
Rariden  had  asked  leave  to  introduea  bill  providing 
for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  through 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Mr.  Drom- 
goole  at  that  time  objected  to  the  motion  for  leave 
being  put,  on  the  ground  that  he  wished  to  debate  ; 
it.  The  speaker  thereupon  decided  that  the  motion 
for  leave  to  introduce  a bill  must  be  subject  to  the 
restrictions  and  limitations  contained  in  the  rules 
in  relation  to  resolutions,  (that  is  to  say,  that  any 
resolutions  giving  rise  to  debate  must  lie  over); 
and  decided,  therefore,  that  this  motion  for  leave, 
giving  rise  to  debate  must  lie  over.  Mr.  Drom- 
goole  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  leave  on  the  ta- 
ble. Mr.  Rariden  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair  that  the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill,  giving  rise  to  debate,  must  lie  over.  And  the 
question  being  on  the  appeal,  the  previous  question 
was  moved  and  seconded,  and,  pending  the  main 
question,  the  house  adjourned.  And  the  question 
this  morning  recurring  on  the  appeal,  Mr.' Rariden 
moved  a call  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order, 
pending  the  previous  question;  but  that  a call  might 
be  had  by  general  consent.  Which  having  been 
obtained,  the  clerk  called  the  roll,  when  117  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names.  And  the  name  of 
the  absentees  having  been  called,  137  members 
were  ascertained  to  be  present.  When,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Banks,  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call 
were  suspended.  And  the  main  question  (on  the 
appeal)  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken.  Mr.  Casey 
asked  the  yea3  and  nays  on  the  main  question; 
which  were  ordered.  And  the  main  question, 
“shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  house?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  119,  nays  23.  So  the  decision 
of  the  chair  was  affirmed.  And,  thereupon,  Mr. 
Rariden  withdrew  his  motion  lor  leave  to  introduce 
the  said  bill. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  call  the  slate  for 
resolutions,  commencing  where  it  was  suspended 
on  the  last  resolution  day,  to  wit:  the  states  of  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  Rariden  asked  the  house  at  this  time  to  take 
up  and  consider  a resolution  heretofore  olfered  by 
him,  calling  on  the  war  department  for  certain  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  officers  of  the  army  em- 
ployed in  paying  Indian  annuities,  £tc.  Mr.  Banks, 
of  Virginia,  objected.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  (re- 
marking that  the  resolution  was -a  very  important 
one)  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  wmre  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  were  yeas  71,  nays  79.  So  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  in  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore 
given,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a hill  grant’ng  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands.  Ob- 
jection being  made — Mr.  Reynolds  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays:  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  67, 
nays  73.  So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  lor 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  a resolution  heretofore  of- 


fered, providing  for  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion by  which  the  presidential  term  shall  he  limited 
to  one  year.  Mr.  C.  having  explained  that  his  ob- 
ject was  to  have  the  resolution  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  tile  state  of  the  union,  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule;  w hich  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  77,  nays  61;  [not  two-thirds.]  So  the  rules 
were  not  suspended.  Numerous  other  motions 
were  made  to  suspend'  the  rules,  lor  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  and  considering  different  resolutions;  all 
which  motions  were  rejected  by  counts  or  divisions. 

Mr.  Doty,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
harbors  in  Wiskonsin.  Also,  a bill  in  relation  to 
the  southern  boundary  of  Wiskonsin.  Objection 
was  made  in  both  eases. 

The  states  and  territories  having  been  called 
through  from  Indiana,  the  speaker,  by  general  con- 
sent, recommenced  the  cail  with  the  state  of  Lou- 
isiana, ( being  the  state  above  Indiana  in  the  order.) 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  vesting  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  district  attorneys  and  marshals  of  the 
United  States  in  certain  courts  thereof,  and  pro- 
viding that  the  emoluments  of  the  said  attorneys' 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  $3,000.  Objection  was 
made,  but  withdrawn.  And  the  question  being 
put  on  leave,  no  quorum  voted.  Mr.  Davis  then 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  arid 
being  taken,  were:  yeas  60,  nays  66.  So  leave 
was  refused. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a resolution  de- 
claring that  so  much  of  (he  27th  rule  as  requires 
members  addressing  the  house  to  confine  them- 
selves to  the  question  under  discussion,  and  which, 
for  years  past,  had  been  ubsolete,  &c.  w as  essential 
alike  to  the  progress  of  the  public  business  and  to 
the  decorum  of  debate,  and  ought  to  be  enforced. — 
Mr.  B.  disclamed  any  intention  to  reflect  upon  the 
speaker.  Mr.  Wise,  made  objection,  but  withdrew 
if.  Mr.  Briggs  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  add  to  the  end  thereof  the  words,  “and  that 
this  house  will  sustain  the  chair  in  ligidly  enforc- 
ing all  its  rules.” 

Mr.  Dawson  said  that,  as  be  supposed  (he  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  been  attained 
by  offering  (lie  resolution,  lie  (Mr.  D.)  would  move 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Mr.  Atherton  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion.  Mr.  Alford  renewed  the 
objection.  The  resolution  contained  a reflection 
on  the  speaker,  who  was  not  answerable  for  the 
disorder  of  this  house.  Besides  lie  (Mr.  A.)  did 
not  wish  to  gag  the  democracy.  Mr.  Briggs  sug- 
gested that  the  objection  was  now  too  late,  and  that 
the  resolution  bad  been  received. 

The  speaker  decided  the  objection  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Butler  thereupon  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, which  Were 
ordered,  arid  being  taken,  were:  yeas  7-1,  nays  48. 
So  (two  thirds  not  voting  therefor)  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Wise  (by  general  consent)  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  one  build  red  and  fifty  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  praying  for  a revision  of  the  punishment  of 
Win.  L.  Mckenzie;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VV. 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  whole  day  was  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  resolutions,  and  a great  number  were  offered. 

Among  the  resolutions  agreed  to  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  not  incompatible  wiili  the  public  interest, 
to  communicate  to  this  bouse  any  information  in  the 
possession  of  the  executive  department,  showing  the 
warlike  preparations  of  Great.  Britain  by  introducing 
troops  into  Canada  or  New  Brunswick,  or  erecting  or 
repairing  fortifications  on  the  northern  or  northeast- 
ern boundary,  or  by  preparing  naval  armaments  on 
any  of  the  great  northern  iakes  or  the  waters  connect- 
ed therewith;  and,  also,  what  preparations,  if  any, 
have  been  made  by  this  government  to  put  the  United; 
States,  and  especially  the  northern  at:-J  northeastern 
frontier,  in  a state  of  defence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lay  ing 
duties  on  imported  wines,  foreign  silks,  silk  worsted 
goods,  and  such  foreign  articles  of  luxury  that  are  now- 
duty  free  as  come  in  competition  with  the  growth  of 
our  own  soil,  or  the  products  of  our  labor,  and  yield 
no  revenue  to  the  government. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  7.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
communicating,  with  a report  of  the  secretary  ol 
war,  copies  of  the  arrangement  entered  into  be- 
tween file  governor  of  Maine  and  sir  John  Harvey 
in  March  last,  through  tlie  mediation  of  gen.  Scott; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, enclosing  the  statement  of  the  director  ol  the 
mint  at  Philadelphia;  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  bill  heretofore  reported  from  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  providing  tor  the  suppression  of 
frauds  on  the  revenue,  having  been  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  to  day,  a conversation  ensued  between 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Adams,  in  relation 
to  the  postponement  thereof  to  a day  certain,  (in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  a member  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  national  legislature). 

This  conversation,  of  w hich  the  reporter  could 
hear  nothing,  was  carried  on  for  some  ten  minutes 
between  the  two  gentlemen  referred  to,  and  in  a re- 
mote corner  of  the  hall.  When  Mr.  Cashing  r ose 
and  inquired  ofthe  speaker  whether  there  was  any 
question  under  consideration?  There  was  some  cu- 
riosity in  his  part  of  the  house  to  know  what  was 
going  on.  The  result  of  the  matter  was,  that  the 
said  bill  was  inade  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  Hand  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  calling 
on  the  secretary  of  war  to  communicate  to  this  house 
what  woiks  lie  considered  necessary  to  be  con- 
structed, in  order  to  place  the  northern  frontier  and 
northeastern  frontier  in  a proper  and  permanent 
state  of  defence.  Objection  was  made.  Mr.  W. 
Thompson  said  that,  by  direction  of  the  committee 
on  military  affairs,  he  had  addressed  a letter  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  asking  precisely  the  information 
contained  in  this  resolution.  Mr.  Hand  said  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  in  any  event  could  do  no 
harm. 

Mr.  Wise  said  lie  had  offered  a resolution  yester- 
day, to  which  he  supposed  no  objection  would  be 
made,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  for  a full  and 
connected  system  of  national  defence  for  all  the 
frontiers.  Mr.  W.  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
remarks,  when  several  gentlemen  rose  and  inquired 
of  the  chair  how  this  debate  had  got  up.  Mr.  Prof- 
fit  hoped  that  this  paper  war  would  not  be  permit- 
ted to  be  carried  on  in  1 hi?  way. 

The  speaker  having  then  declared  that,  objeclion 
having  been  made  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion, all  debate  was  out  of  order.  Mr.  Hand  mov- 
ed a suspension  of  the  rule,  anti  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were 
yeas  98,  nays  42.  So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  addressed  the  speaker — when 
a message  was  received  from  the  seriate,  announc- 
ing the  death  of  the  hon.  Thaddeus  Belts,  a member 
of  that  body,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place 
to  morrow  at  halfpast  12  o’clock. 

Mr.  Osborne,  of  Connecticut,  then  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  sudden  and  unexpected  death 
of  my  riistinquished.friend,  which  has  just  been  an- 
nounced to  the  house,  lias  filled  my  heart  with  grief 
so  overwhelming,  that  I can  hardly  trust  mysrlf  to 
pay  the  usual  tribute  to  his  memory.  He  has  bepti 
taken  from  his  fiipnds,  from  socieiv,  and  from  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  in  the  meridian  of  his  use- 
fulness and  the  fullness  of  his  intellect. 

I cannot  here  attempt  to  sketch  the  character  or 
do  justice  to  the  eminent  talents  and  manly  virtues 
of  my  deceased  friend.  He  was  distinguished  for 
acuteness  of  intellect,  vigor  of  understanding  and 
soundness  of  judgment,  no  less  than  for  the  noble- 
ness of  his  soul  and  the  probity  of  his  life. 

The  deceased  was  educated  to  the  profession  of 
law,  and  was  early  brought  in  contact  with  the  most 
eminent  men  that  have  ever  adorned  the  bar  of  New 
England.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  he  sustained 
and  distinguished  himself  among  such  men  as  Dag- 
gett, Sherman,  Smith  and  Sherwood. 

in  all  the  relations  of  life  his  character  was  mark- 
ed with  honor  and  integrity.  He  had  filled  many 
important  public  trusts  in  his  own  state,  and  was  at 
length  called  to  represent  her  in  the  higher  branch 
of  the  national  legislature.  Had  his  life  been  pre- 
served, lie  would  have  become  one  of  its  most  use- 
ful arid  distinguished  members.  But  Connecticut 
lias  again  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a distin- 
guished citizen  and  senator.  Let  ns  bow  with  sub- 
mission to  the  dispensations  ol  Providence. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  indulge  in  private  griefs. 
I will  only  say,  that  a wife  lias  lost  a husband,  chil- 
dren have  lost  a father,  and  a wide  circle  haye  lost 
a friend;  their  only  consolation  is  in  the  hopes  and 
promises  of  that  religion  of  which  the  deceased  was, 
I trust,  a sincere  professor. 

Air.  Osborne  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved.  That  th  s house  will  attend  the  funeral  of 
the  hon.  Thaddeus  Betts,  late  a member  of  the  senate 
from  i lie  slate  ol  Connecticut,  to-morrow  at  half  past 
12  o’clock;  and,  as  a tesiitnony  of  respect  for  the  me- 
mory ol  i i ;e  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear 
crape  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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Abolition  convention.  The  abolitionists  have  had 
a national  convention,  in  Albany,  six  states  being  repre- 
sented; at  which  they  nominated  James  G.  Birney  for 
the  presidency,  and  a Mr.  Earl,  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  vice  presidency.  They  resolved  to  have  separate 
action  and  organization,  and  they  would  not  support 
gen.  Harrison,  for  his  Missouri  vote,  Vincennes  speech, 
and  other  reasons. 

Africans.  The  New  York  Signal  states  that  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  liberated  Africans,  captured 
by  her  Brittanic  majesty’s  schooner  Skipjack,  are  sent 
to  Trinidad  to  be  incorporated  into  her  Brittanic  majes- 
ty’s 2d  West  Indian  regiment  of  negroes. 

American  slaves.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  on  the  6ih  in- 
stant, offered  resolutions  in  the  house  ot  representatives 
directing  the  committee  on  commerce  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  the  fraudulent  use  of  the  American  flag 
by  foreigners,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Afri- 
can slitfe  trade  with  impunity,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  a bill  for  the  effectual 
suppression  of  the  abuse  of  our  flag,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  integrity  and  honor. 

Bank  of  England.  The  official  report  from  the  1 0th 
December  to  the  3d  of  March  last  shows: 

Liabilities.  Assets. 

Circulation,  £'16.673,000  | Securities,  £23,223,000 

Deposites,  7.896,000  | Bullion,  4,271,000 

£24,533,009  | £27,494,000 

Beet  root  bread.  An  important  discovery  is  an- 

nounced in  Paris  of  making  excellent  bread  ot  beet 
root,  mixed  with  a small  p rtiou  of  potatoe  flour. 

Bonaparte.  Prince  Louis  Bonaparte  and  his  second, 
count  B’Orsay,  were  arrested  on  the  3d  of  March, 
while  making  arrangements  for  a duel  with  a French- 
man known  as  the  count  DeLeon,  said  to  be  a natural 
son  of  Napoleon,  whom  he  very  strongly  resembles. 
The  duel  arose  out  of  claim  to  the  recognition  of 
relationship  by  tile  count,  which  it  seems  the  prince 
would  not  allow.  The  parties  were  all  arrested  on  the 
ground  at  Wimbledon  common,  near  London,  taken 
before  the  magistrate,  and  held  to  bail.  Mr.  Joshua 
Bates  became  bail  for  the  ptince,  Mr.  Fenton,  of  Fen- 
ton’s hotel,  for  the  count,  and  Mr.  Francis  Baring  for 
count  D’Orsay. 

British  Queen.  The  British  Queen  left  the  wharf 
at  New  York  on  Wednesday  afternoon  within  three 
minutes  of  the  appointed  hour,  2 o’clock.  The  wind 
was  strong  from  the  eastward  at  Iter  departure,  but 
before  she  got  to  sea  we  bad  a severe  storm  ot  rain, 
during  which  the  wind  came  round  to  the  west  and 
blew  very  hard  for  a short  time.  It  has  continued  from 
the  same  quarter,  giving  the  Queen  a fine  offing.  We 
learn  that  she  carried  out  the  greatest  number  of  let- 
ters that  wa?  ever  sent  from  this  port — the  amount  of 
postage  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars. 

[TV.  Y.  Com. 

Canals.  The  ceremony  of  opening  the  Tide  Wa- 
ter canal,  from  Columbia  to  Havre  de  Grace,  is  to  'ake 
place  on  the  21st  instant.  The  Cross  Cut  canal,  be- 
tween the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays  will  be 
brought  into  more  active  operation  by  the  completion 
of  this  improvement,  at  the  same  time  that  the  trade 
of  Baltimore  will  receive  a considerable  accession. 

A public  meeting  is  called  at  Philadelphia  to  take 
measures  to  obtain  a reduction  of  toll  upon  their  stale 
canals. 

Capture  of  a slaver.  We  have  been  shown  a 
letter  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  dated  the  loth  January, 
giving  a full  and  circumstantial  aejount  of  the  capture 
of  tile  Ulysses,  a Portuguese  brig,  said  to  have  been 
built  at  Baltimore,  and  employed  in  the  detestable  traf- 
fic-of  slaves.  Sue  was  captured  by  the  British  war 
schooner  Skipjack,  on  the  30th  of  November,  off  the 
Isle  of  Pine  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  taken  to 
Jamaica.  The  crew  consisted  of  16,  and  there  were 
16  others  calling  themselves  passengers.  The  Ulysses 
was  on  her  eighth  voyage,  had  often  been  chased  by 
men  of  war,  and  once  by  a steam  vessel,  but  always 
contrived  to  escape  until  now. 

Site  took  iter  cargo  of  555  slaves,  from  the  river 
Nuna, — from  Popo,  Sargos,  Whj'dar  and  Bodgery. 
From  tlte  time  they  left  Africa,  till  the  slaves  were 
landed  at  Montego  bay,  it  was  just  50  days,  during 
which  time  but  8 died,  besides  the  15  lost  at  the  lime 
of  the  capture.  The  confined  space  in  which  these 
nnitappy  slaves  were  packed  tinring  their  voyage  ot  50 
days,  is  thus  described.  1.—  Girls’  room,  14  by  15  feet, 
containing  117  persons.  2. — Women’s  room,  19  by 
20  feet,  containing  107  persons.  3. — Men’s  room,  20 
by  32  feet,  containing  216.  4. — Boy’s  room,  13  by  15 
feet,  containing  93. 

Whole  number  on  board  when  the  Ulysses  was 
taken,  533.  To  th.se  add  23,  who  were  lost  or  drown- 
ed, making  555.  The  room  No.  i,  contains  210  square 
feet,  which  allows  eaclt  of  the  117  girls  a space  equal 
to  1 foot  wide  by  1 foot'9  1-4  inches  long!  Room  No. 
2,  allows  each  woman  1 foot  by  3 feet  6 1-2  inches. 
No.  3,  allows  eaclt  of  the  216  men  hut  1 foot  by  2 feet 
11  1-2  inches!!  The  boys  were  crowded  about  as 
close  as  the  girls.  Such  were  the  accommodations 
provided  for  555  naked  human  beings  for  a voyage  ol 
50  days. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  is  the  rev.  D.  S.  Ingraham, 
of  Jamaica,  and  his  account  may  be  fully  relied  on. 
The  letter  will  be  published  at  length  in  the  next  num- 
ber of  the  Youth’s  Cabinet.  IN\  Y.  Gas. 


Centenary  of  printing.  The  Germans  are  making 
great  preparations  to  celebrate  the  fourth  centenary  of 
tlte  discovery  of  printing.  Leipsic,  the  central  point  of 
the  literary  world,  will  celebrate  this  glorious  event  on 
the  24th,  25: h and  26rh  of  next  June,  with  great  splen- 
dor, and  Felix  Mendlcssohn  Burtholdy  is  now  writing 
a new  oration  for  the  occasion. 

Connecticut  election.  The  election  for  (governor 
and  members  of  the  legislature  took  place  on  Monday 
the  6th  inst.  The  returns  received  are  not  yet  in  full. 
Mr.  Ellsworth’s  (whig)  majority  over  Mr.  Niles  tad- 
ministration)  so  far,  is  4,656 — for  governor,  nineteen  of 
the  twenty-one  se  rntors  elected  are  whigs,  and  about 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  house. 

Consul  Trist.  Tiic  New  York  Times  announces 
the  arrival  of  consul  Trist,  and  Mr.  Smith,  his  vice 
consul  or  deputy,  at  Charleston,  in  the  brig  Lancet. 
Joint  Moreland,  esq.  an  American  merchant  at  Ha- 
vana, is  to  perform  the  duties  oi  consul  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Trist,  who  is  said  to  have  given  out  at 
Havana  that  he  would  be  back  in  two  months.  It 
is  added  by  the  Times  that  Mr.  Trist  and  his  deputy 
have  come  to  tlte  United  S.ates  under  process  from  the 
supreme  court,  and  not  by  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment. 

Cunard’s  steam  packets.  The  Boston  Courier  says, 
the  following  is  stated  to  be  the  arrangement  of  Mr. 
Cunard’s  steam  packets — The  Unicorn  to  sail  25th 
of  April  for  Halifax;  the  Britannia  was  launched  at 
Greenock  in  February,  to  sail  about  the  15. h May;  the 
Acadia,  Columbia  and  Caledonia  to  follow. 

Director  expelled.  The  board  of  directors  of 
the  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  rail  road  company,  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  2 1st  ult.  formally  expelled  Mr. 
Simon  Cameron,  (a  member  of  it)  from  all  association 
with  it,  as  a director  oi  the  company.  The  proceed- 
ing, which  is  rather  novel  in  these  days,  is  based  on 
the  assumption  that  Mr.  Cameron,  when  examined  as 
a witness  before  a committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, did  take  an  attitude  hostile  to  the  interest  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  company,  and  “did  endeavor, 
to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  to  injure  the  character  of  the 
property  of  the  company,  by  untruly  represen'ing  the 
rail  road,  of  which  lie  was  a director,  as  dangerous  to 
life  and  property.”  The  act  of  expulsion  is  set  forth 
under  seal  of  the  company,  and  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished in  tlte  newspapers  of  Phtladelpnia,  Lancaster 
and  Harrisburg. 

Expulsion.  Mr.  McElwee,  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  from 
Bedtord  county,  was  by  a vote  of  58  yeas  to  26  nays, 
(being  more  titan  the  two-thirds  required  by  the  con- 
stitution), on  the  7th  instant,  expelled  that  body,  for  an 
indignity  to  the  house,  in  having  personally  insulted 
Mr.  Higgins,  a member  from  Northumberland  county. 

Fire  in  Louisville.  The  Louisville  Journal  of  the 
2Sih  ultimo,  gives  tlte  following  account  of  the.  destruc- 
tive fire  in  that  city. 

There  was  a most  destructive  lire  in  this  city  on 
Thursday.  It  broke  out  about  12  o’clock  on  Pearl 
(formerly  3d)  street,  in  the  chair  manufactory  of  Mr. 
John  Hawkins.  From  this  point  it  spread  with  fear- 
ful rapidity  in  all  directions  running  south  to  within 
one  door  of  the  post  office,  corner  of  Pearl  and  Market 
streets;  north  to  the  corner  of  Main  and  Pearl;  west 
down  Main  to  within  two  houses  of  the  Bank  of  Louis- 
ville; crossing  Main  and  consuming  on  the  east  side  of 
Main,  between  Wall  and  Pearl  streets,  nine  stores  and 
a boarding  house  occupied  by  captain  Bacon. 

Among  the  sufferers  were  the  following: 

Grocers.  Gamble  & Lane,  insurance  §10,000;  Row- 
land, Smith  & Co.  insured;  Thomas  J.  Martin,  insured; 
J.  S.  Cbenowith,  insured;  Jacob  Keller  & Co.  $5,00J 
insurance;  H.  H.  Jones  & Co.  partly  insured.  Dry 
goods.  Anderson  & Clendenin,  insured;  Wm.  Gar- 
vin & Co.  insured;  Janies  Anderson  & Co.  insured. 
The  goods  of  Messrs.  Tevis  & Chew  were  all  remov- 
ed, but  they  sustained  but  slight  damage.  Dennis 
Spurrier,  paint  store.  Four  insurance  offices.  J.  W. 
Redding,  tailor.  John  Magoess,  tailor.  A.  S.  Whit- 
lock & Co.  shoes.  Charles  Gallagher,  Wm.  Ileffer- 
man,  and  McMoran  & McMechen,  rectifiers.  J.  T. 
Clark,  book  store.  Swearington,  Grant  & Co.  queen’s 
ware.  Wtllace  & Lithgow,  tin  and  copper  smiths. 
Borie,  confectioner.  Miss  Beers,  milliner,  and  a few 
others. 

Among  the  owners  of  the  lost  houses  were,  .Tames 
Stewart,  1 tenement,  insured;  Mrs.  Breekenridge  3, 
$10,000  insured;  John  T.  Gray,  2;  judge  Oldham,  1; 
G.  W.  Merriweather,  2,  insured;  Addison  & Clen- 
denin,  L do.;  James  Rudd,  5,  no  insurance;  Dr.  John- 
son, 2;  Hughes’  heirs,  1;  Mr.  Dickson,  1,  no  insurance; 
Mr.  Van  Buskirk. 

The  total  loss  of  houses  and  goods  is  estimated  at. 
$300,000.  Most  of  the  insurances  were  by  tlte  offiefes 
of  this  city,  the  greatest  amount  taken  by  any  one  of- 
fice being  11,000.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the 
losses  will  be  promptly  paid. 

Flour  trade.  There  were  254,453  barrels'  and 
7,82 i half  bap.  is  of  wheat  flour,  inspected  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  (luring  die  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  ult. 
The  editor  oi  the  Price  Current,  having  made  an  ex- 
amination, reports  this  as  the  largest  quantity  of  flour 
that  was  eyer  inspected  in  Baltimore,  for  the  same  pe- 
riod. Tlte  largest  quantity  previously  inspected,  in  any 
given  quarter,  was  in  1812,  when  the  inspections  of  the 
quarter,  ending  December  31,  amounted  to  227,331 
obis,  and  14,196  hf-  bob.  The  next  largest  of  the  cor- 


responding quarter  of  the  year,  was  in  1826,  when  the 
inspections  of  the  quarter  ending  31st  March  amount- 
ed to  175,571,  hbls.  With  our  improved  communica- 
tions penetra'ing  tlte  Susquehanna  region,  and  thus 
bringing  that  fruitful  region, and  through  that,  the  west, 
into  closer  connection  with  Baltimore,  we  may  antici- 
pate in  comingvears  a steady  increase  of  the  flour  trade 
— which  has  always  been  of  great  value  to  the  com- 
merce and  prosperity  of  our  city. 

Lake  trade.  On  the  21st  ult.  the  schooners  Iowa 
and  Helen  Mar,  left  Huron,  Ohio,  for  Grand  river,  11. 
C.  heavily  laden  with  wheat.  Large  quantiles  ol  grain 
were  coming  to  the  former  place,  worth  65  cents. 

Tlte  schooner  Clyde,  of  Port  Ontario,  reached  Os- 
wego on  the  18th  instant,  being  the  first  arrival  of  the 
season. 

Locomotives.  Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  lias  shipped 
another,  the  ninth,  of  his  large  size  locomotives  for 
England.  This  is  for  the  Birmingham  and  Glocester 
rail  road. 

Norwich  and  Worcester  rail  road.  This  road 
has  just  been  finished.  It  unites  with  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  rail  road,  and  tints  completes  an  unbroken 
rail  road  communication  from  Norwich  to  Boston, 
without  a change  oi  cars  or  baggage.  In  connection 
with  a line  of  daily  steamboats  from  New  York  to 
Norwich,  it  affords  the  most  rapid  and  agreeable  route 
between  New  York  and  Boston,  at  the  very  reasonable 
fare  of  five  dollars  through.  This  road  passes  over  the 
most  extensive  manufacturing  district  ill  Connecticut, 
and  terminates  in  one  equally  extensive  in  Massachu- 
setts. [IV.  Y.  Sun. 

Storm  at  Mobile,  and  loss  of  life.  There  was  a 
storm  of  wind  and  rain  at  Mobile  and  vicinity,  on  the 
evening  of  the  24th  ult.  which  was  marked  with  un- 
usual violence,  and  besides  doing  much  damage  to  pro- 
perty in  tlte  city  and  vicinity,  is  known  to  have  caused 
one  death,  if  not  more,  and  to  have  caused  much  in- 
jury to  several  other  persons.  The.  Mobile  Chronicle 
states  that  large  trees  were  torn  up,  and  buildings  pros- 
trated by  the  force  of  the  storm.  The  rain  Fell,  the 
while  in  torrents.  The  dwelling  of  Mr.  Jacob  Page, 
father-in-law  of  one  of  the  editors  of  that  paper, — -a 
good  two  story  frame  building — was  unable  to  with- 
stand the  blast,  and  buried  three  of  the  family  beneath 
its  ruins.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Page  was  killed — one  of 
his  daughters  dangerously  wounded — and  one  of  his 
sons  badly.  The  father  returned  home — to  find  his 
house  desolate,  and  himself  suddenly  bereaved  of 
hearth  and  homq  by  this  extraordinary  dispensation. 

A part  of  the  nunnery  on  Spring'  Hill,  was  blown 
down  and  several  of  its  inmates  sustained  personal  in- 
jury—The  ware  house  occupied  by  C.  A.  Gilbert,  on 
Water  street,  was  overthrown;  and  report  says,  the 
home  of  col.  Smoot,  below  town,  received  great  da- 
mage by  the  storm.  [Put.  4 th. 

Sunday  travelling.  A judicial  decision  of  some 
interest  to  those  who  furnish  means  and  appliances  for 
Sunday  travelling,  was  lately  had  at  Philadelphia.  “In 
a case  before  the  district  court,  to  recover  damages  for 
injury  done  to  a pair  of  horses  by  several  young  men 
who  had  engaged  them  on  the  Sabbath,  judge  Stroud 
ordered  a non-suit  to  be  entered , on  the  ground  that 
contracts  made  for  the  performance  of  work  on  the 
Sabbath  yvas  not  legal,  and  therefore  the  plaintiff  could 
not  sustain  his  case.” 

Veto  in  Mississippi.  Governor  McNuti  recently 
transmitted  a veto  message  to  the  legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi, which,  for  its  brevity,  if  not  tor  the  order  or  ar- 
rangement of  its  reasons,  might  serve  as  a model  lor 
all  similar  state  papers.  It  is  in  the  following  words: 
To  the  house  of  representatives: 

Veto  message.  I return  to  the  house  for  further  ac- 
tion, a bill  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  confer 
the  power  of  justices  and  notaries  on  the  president  of 
the  board  of  police  and  for  other  purposes,”  with  the 
following  objections: 

First,  it  is  unconstitutional.  Second,  It  is  inexpe- 
dient. Third,  It  is  unnecessary. 

A.  G.  McNutt. 

Executive  department,  city  of  Jackson,  Feb.  22. 

Wood  acquitted.  Tlte  trial  of  James  Wood,  at 
Philadelphia,  for  the  murder  of  his  daughter  Sarah  Ann 
Peak,  last  autumn  was  closed  on  Saturday  night  at 
10  o’clock,  tlte  jury  bringing  in  a verdict  of  “not 
GUrLTY  on  the  ground  of  insanity." 

The  Pennsylvanian  says  the  trial  was  terminated 
somewhat  sooner  than  was  expected,  the  case  having 
been  submitted  to  the  jury  without  argument  and  un- 
der merely  a charge  from  the  court;  at  the  instance  of 
Messrs.  Johnston  and  Brooke  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

Tite  evidence  to  sustain  the  ground  of  insanity  was 
regarded  as  so  great  as  not  to  require  discussion  on 
either  side,  and  the  evidence  was  followed  by  a brief 
charge  from  judge  King,  after  which  the  jury  retired 
about  ten  minutes,  and  returned  with  the  verdict  given 
above.  ‘Wood  remains  in -the  custody  of  the  court 
under  the  act  of  assembly  providing  for  such  cases, 
and  will  be  immediately  removed  from  prison  to  a 
lunatic  asylum,  there  to  be  confined  as  long  as  his  con- 
dition may  seem  to  require. 

The  Leger  says  “his  wife  and  eldest  son  Frederick, 
attended  the  unfortunate  man  ever  since  his  trial  com- 
menced. There  was  no  change  in  Lis  countenance 
when  the  verdict  was  announced,  and  he  sat  as  coldly 
and  stoical  upon  his  chair  as  if  he  was  dead  to  the 
world:  '’  {Baltimore  Post, 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

By  arrivals,  at  New  York,  we  have  further  ad- 
vices from  Europe,  from  the  11th  to  the  20th  ult. 

ENGLAND. 

By  the  packet  ship  St.  Lawrence,  captain  Bunker, 
at  New  York,  we  have  Liverpool  papers  to  March 
11th  and  London  to  the  10th  inclusive.  By  the  Al- 
bany, captain  Watson,  we  have  Paris  and  Havre  pa- 
pers to  the  7th  of  March. 

*The  rates  of  discount  on  banker’s  security,  con- 
tinued at  Si  to  4 } per  cent,  and  on  good  secondary 
paper  5 to  6 per  cent,  without  however,  there  being 
many  bills  ottering. 

The  alarm  created  in  the  money  market  by  the 
great  demand  for  money  by  the  tea  people  to  meet 
their  prompts  has  subsided. 

Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mr.  Mudge  have  not 
yet  made  their  report  upon  their  survey  of  the  N. 
E.  boundary  line. 

Lord  John  Russell  has  suggested  the  position  of 
affairs  on  the  boundary  line  as  an  argument  for  main- 
taining the  strength  of  the  British  army  in  Canada. 
— Nothing,  however,  was  said  of  the  prospect  of  a 
war. 

Northeastern  boundary.  In  the  British  house  of 
commons,  March  9th,  lord  John  Russell  in  the  course 
of  some  remarks  upon  the  estiuiates  and  the  army, 
said — 

“The  whole  diffianlty  with  respect  to  the  bounda- 
ry question  in  America  was  the  failure  ol  his  noble 
friend  and  the  government  to  make  a reply  to  the 
ultimatum  sent  from  the  United  States.  His  noble 
friend  in  the  course  of  last  year,  had  transmitted  a 
project  for  the  purpose  of  finally  settling  this  ques- 
tion with  the  American  government.  After  the 
lapse  of  a considerable  period  the  American  govern- 
ment sent  back  a different  one,  called  a counter-pro- 
ject, with  various  provisions  of  their  own.  At  the 
same  time  that  these  provisions  reached  this  country 
there  at  the  same  time  arrived  gentlemen  who  had 
been  ordered  to  make  a survey  of  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  the  disputed  boundary  existed. — 
These  gentlemen  were  now  employed  in  making  a 
report  of  their  survey,  and  as  soon  as  their  report 
was  received,  an  answer  would  be  given  to  this  coun- 
ter-project ot  the  American  government. 

“That  was  the  state  of  things  at  present,  which 
would  show  honorable  gentlemen  that  there  was  not 
the  want  of  any  attention  in  making  an  answer  to  the 
ultimatum,  as  the  honorable  member  called  it,  of  the 
American  government.  There  was  another  question 
—namely,  of  claims  made  by  citizens  of  the  state  of 
Vol.  VIII. — Sig.  7. 


Maine  to  parts  stated  to  belong  to  this  country 
which  had  led  to  proceedings  between  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  authorties  of 
the  state  of  Maine.  That  had  led  to  some  corres- 
pondent which  had  appeared,  and  it  had  led  to  the 
necessity  of  protecting  the  road  and  the  shores  by 
which  our  troops  moved  from  New  Brunswick  to 
Canada,  and  which  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
against,  as  gangs  of  persons  roved  about  on  parts 
held  not  to  belong  to  either  party.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  general  statement  which  his  right  honorable 
friend  the  secretary  of  war  would  presently  make, 
and  he  thought  that  (Mr.  Macauley)  would  show 
that  they  were  not  liable  to  be  charged  with  asking 
lor  two  great  an  estimate  if  they  were  to  retain  the 
means  which  were  necessary  for  preserving  this  great 
empire  in  its  state  of  safety,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
resisting  aggressions,  from  whatever  part  they  might 
come.” 

We  have  later  accounts  from  the  north  of  Europe, 
and  from  Hamburgh  to  the  3rd  ult.  There  were 
some  speculations  in  wheat  for  the  British  market 
going  on. 

Private  letters  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  state  that 
Mr.  Jaudon  will  return  to  the  United  Stales  by  the 
packet  of  the  1st  May — the  affairs  of  the  United 
States  bank  being  in  a fairer  condition.  The  news 
that  Pennsylvania  had  paid  the  interest  on  her  loan, 
had  produced  a favorable  condition. 

The  accounts  from  Loudon  possess  little  interest 
here.  The  most  important  item  in  general  politics 
that  we  find  in  these  papers,  is  the  particulars  of  the 
force  England  has  already  directed  or  is  about  to  di- 
rect against  China,  the  magnitude  of  which  would 
indicate  that  the  intentions  of  the  British  govern- 
ment are  not  confined  to  the  mere  mercantile  ques- 
tion, but  that  she  contemplates  territorial  acquisi- 
tions or  the  overthrow  oi  the  Chinese  government; 
and  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  native  princess 
of  India  were  subdued  and  the  foundation  of  the 
British  empire  there,  laid  by,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, a handful  of  men,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that 
with  the  means  England  lias  now  employed,  she  will 
succeed  in  her  plans  of  conquest,  however  vast  they 
may  be. 

The  London  Courier  slates  that  lord  Durham  is  in 
a very  precarious  state  of  health,'  so  much  so  as  to 
cause  great  uneasiness  to  his  friends. 

Expedition  to  China.  We  are  enabled  to  lay  be- 
fore our  readers  this  week  a correct  statement  of  the 
particulars  of  the  vessels  which  have  already  sailed, 
and  are  yet  to  sail,  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating 
British  honor  on  the  coast  of  China.  The  Blenheim, 
74  guns,  sailed  direct  for  China  from  Portsmouth,  on 
the  17th  February;  Melville,  74  guns,  from  the  Cape; 
Wellesley,  74  guns,  from  the  Indian  station;  Blonde, 
46,  direct  from  Plymouth,  on  the  26th  February; 
Druid,  4S,  from  the  Cape  via  Sydney,  on  the  5th 
of  November;  Pylades,  18,  direct  from  Plymouth,  on 
the  23d  of  February;  Nimrod,  20,  from  Plymouth, 
on  the  24th  February,  (with  duplicate  instructions 
for  admiral  Elliott);  Modeste,  18,  from  the  Cape, 
on  the  5th  November;  Wanderer,  18,  sailed  for  the 
Cape  on  the  12th  February  from  Plymouth,  with  or- 
ders to  admiral  Elliott  to  proceed  with  all  his  cor- 
vettes and  take  command  in  China. 

Besides  these  ships  another  74  has  orders;  the 
Pique,  38;  Andromache,  28;  10  vessels  from  the  In- 
dian station,  from  18  to  28  guns  each;  part  of  the  In- 
dian navy,  2 vessels  from  the  cape  station,  18  guns 
each;  2 from  the  South  American  station,  18  and  28 
guns  each;  2 from  the  South  Wales  station,  11  to 28 
guns  each;  2 large  steamers,  supposed  to  be  the  Se- 
sostris  and  the  Queen.  The  expedition  includes 
from  12  to  15,000  men.  [ London  Com.  Jour. 

The  Constantinople  intelligence  of  tile  Journal 
de  Smyrne,  under  date  of  16th  Feb.  says — “A  treaty 
of  commerce,  similar  to  that  with  England,  has  just 
been  made  with  the  United  States. 

London,  March  9, — (evening).  In  the  consol 

market  very  little  business  has  been  done,  and  it  has 
been  considered  heavy,  though  the  money  price  has 
shown  a disposition  to  improve. 

Liverpool,  March  9.  Colton  market.  The  market 
has  been  very  quiet  to-day,  only  about  2,500  bags  sold. 
In  prices  there  is  no  change.  On  Saturday  2,500 
bags  were  also  sold. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  March  9.  During  the  last 
seven  days  there  have  been  imported  630  barrels  of 
flour  from  the  United  States.  Throughout  this  pe- 
riod the  wheat  trade  has  continued  in  that  inert  po- 


sition in  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  report  it  for 
several  previous  weeks.  There  is  little  free  Ame- 
rican flour  now  in  the  market;  it  is  selling  in  small 
parcels  at  44s.  6d.  to  45s.  per  barrel.  From  4,000 
to  5,000  barrels  have  changed  hands,  in  bond,  at  31s. 
per  bbl. 

The  ship  Memphis  at  New  York,  sailed  from  Li- 
verpool on  the  16th  March,  and  brings  news  six  days 
later. 

The  London  money  market  continues  favorable. — 
Bullion  was  coming  in  fast:  about  03,000,000  were 
expected  by  ships  on  the  way.  Exchanges  upon  ail 
places  except  New  York,  are  turning  more  in  favor 
of  London. 

In  parliament,  on  the  12th  lord  Palmerston  gave 
information  about  China.  The  reported  declaration 
of  war  by  the  governor  general  was  without  foun- 
dation. The  East  India  company  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  measures  taken  by  England,  ex- 
cept to  afford  aid,  if  required.  The  governor  gene- 
ral had  been  instructed,  however,  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  war. 

Advices  from  Canton  to  the  15th  December  had 
been  received.  There  was  no  news  of  any  import- 
ance beyond  what  we  have  had  by  arrivals  direct. 
The  British  vessels  were  still  at  Kongkoo. 

The  Calcutta  Courier  states  that  the  European 
force  to  be  employed  on  this  occasion  will  consist 
of  not  less  than  10  regiments;  6 of  whom  will  be 
sent  direct  from  England,  2 from  Calcutta  and  2 from 
Madras. 

Its  destination  was  not  known,  but  it  was  deemed 
probable  that  it  would  be  directed  against  Canton  or 
some  other  point  on  the  coast  of  which  forcible  pos- 
session would  be  kept  until  the  Chinese  government 
should  be  brought  to  reason.  The  last  accounts  from 
China  are  dated  the  Slh  of  December.  The  emperor 
had  addressed  to  governor  Lin,  a decree  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  ail  British  goods,  and  the  trade 
with  China  was  consequently  at  an  end. 

The  Chinese  are  making  vigorous  preparations  for 
a desperate  resistance.  Large  bodies  of  Chinese 
troops  have  landed  at  Macao. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  off  Holly  head,  the 
ship  Roman,  from  Savanah,  was  run  down  by  the 
ship  Richard  Anderson,  from  New  Orleans.  The 
Human  sunk  in  an  hour.  Her  captain  died  on  board 
tile  R.  A.  shortly  after  lie  reached  her.  Crew  saved. 
The  whole  a total  loss. 

Liverpool,  March  13.  Great  import  of  cotton. 
Yesterday  not  les3  than  14  vessels,  laden  with  cotton 
to  the  amount  ol  about  25,000  bales, entered  (lie  Mer- 
sey. Of  these  12  were  from  New  Orleans,  1 from 
Charleston,  and  1 from  Natchez.  At  least  a score  of 
cotton  ships  are  now  due. 

London  money  market,  stock  exchange,  Friday  af- 
noon.  The  shares  of  the  United  States  bank  had 
improved  to  £17;  but  have  since  declined,  and  are 
to-day  about  10s.  per  share  lower.  There  is  little 
doing  in  American  stocks,  which  are  nearly  unsalea- 
ble, with  the  exception  of  Rothschild's  Pennsylvania 
debenture,  and  these  are  in  demand  to-day  at  7 prem. 
or  99  per  certf. 

From  the  London  Globe,  March  1 4. 

The  foreign  exchanges,  yesterday,  looked  more 
favorable  again:  the  rate  on  Hamburgh  advanced 
nearly  per  cent,  and  it  was  difficult  to  dispose  ot 
the  bills  offered  towards  the  end  of  ’change.  On 
Paris  the  course  remained  unaltered,  and  Amster- 
dam was  quoted  a shade  higher. 

The  doubts,  so  long  entertained,  about  the  reflux 
of  bullion  to  England,  may  be  laid  aside  lor  the  pre- 
sent, the  Mexican  packet  arrived  this  week  with 
$450,000,  and  other  vessels,  on  their  way  home,  are 
known  to  iiave  together,  about  $3,000,000  on  board; 
ail  of  which  will  arrive  during  the  spring. 

This,  coupled  with  the  upward  tendency  of  the 
Euiopean  exchanges,  is  quite  sufficient  to  keep  up 
our  stock  of  specie  for  some  months,  now  that  the 
Bank  of  England  has  succeeded  in  liquidating  her 
engagements  in  Paris  and  Hamburg,  consequently 
relieving  her  from  the  necessity  of  making  further 
payments  to  those  places  in  specie. 

However,  the  state  ofexchange  with  America  will 
still  cause  some  uueasiness;  at  present,  it  appears  un- 
reasonable to  expect  that  the  immense  supplies  of 
new  cotton  can  be  brought  forward  to  Europe  with- 
out affecting  the  New  York  exchange  unfavorably, 
as  the  Americans  take  so  small  a portion  of  manu- 
factured goods  in  return. 
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We  have  had  a moderate  business  in  cotton  to- 
day (Saturday)  the  sales  being  2,000  bags  with  a 
dull  market,  but  without  any  change  in  prices. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  March  14.  A change  of 
wind  has  brought  up  a numerous  fleet  of  vessels 
during  the  last  few  days,  increasing  the  week’s  im- 
port of  British  grain,  &c.  to  upwards  of  20,000  quar- 
ters of  wheat.  At  yesterday’s  market  wheat  gene- 
rally brought  Id.  to  2d.  per  bushel  cheaper.  Ame- 
rican duty  paid  flour  has  brought  43s.  6d.  to  44s. 
and  about  2,000  bbls.  have  changed  hands,  in  bond, 
at  31s.  per  bbl. 

Liverpool,  March  14.  There  has  been  rather  more 
doing  in  tobacco,  and  the  sales  reach  200  hhds.  com- 
prising 30  for  Ireland,  25  for  Scotland,  30  for  ex- 
port, 50  Virginia  leaf  for  resale,  and  the  remainder, 
of  65  hhds.  to  the  trade.  In  prices  there  is  no 
change. 

London  corn  market,  March  13.  The  wheat  trade 
to-day  has  been  very  dull.  Foreign  remains  nomi- 
nally the  same,  but  very  little  doing  in  it. 

Wheat  averages.  Imperial  weekly  average,  end- 
ing January  31,  65s.  2d.;  Feb.  7,  64s.  lid.;  14th, 
65s.  3d.;  21st,  65s.  lid.;  28th,  66s.  4d.;  March  6th, 
66s.  lid.  Aggregate  average  of  the  six  weeks,  65s. 
9d.  Duty,  21s.  8d. 

By  the  packet  ship  South  America,  capt.  Baily, 
the  New  York  Herald,  has  received  intelligence  to 
the  20th  ult.  from  Liverpool,  and  19th  from  London. 

England  has  now  declared  war  against  China. 
Lord  Auckland  has  received  instructions  to  that 
effect. 

We  have  the  details  of  such  active  preparations 
of  war  in  British  India  and  in  England,  as  invaria- 
bly precedes  a more  open  and  formal  declaration. 
By  an  overland  mail,  received  at  London  from  In- 
dia, the  London  papers  of  the  11th  ult.  published 
accounts  from  Canton  to  the  15th  of  Dec.  last,  and 
many  days  later  from  Calcutta.  The  news  w as  im- 
mediately given  to  the  public,  and  produced  great 
excitement  in  London.  There  is  not  yet  any  formal 
declaration  of  war  by  England,  but  it  is  well  know 
that  such  a thing  would  not  be  done  till  the  govern- 
ment is  ready  to  make  a blow.  The  preparations 
in  India  and  England  are  on  a very  extensive  scale. 

Declaration  of  war  against  China,  by  the  British. 
Intelligence  reached  London  on  the  11th  of  March, 
by  the  overland  mail  from  India,  stating  that  the  go- 
vernor general  of  India  has,  in  the  name  of  the 
British  government,  declared  war  against  China. 
This  important  news  is  contained  in  the  despatches 
from  Bombay,  dated  January  31,  and  was  brought 
to  Marseilles  on  the  7th.  The  most  extensive  pre- 
parations were  making  in  the  Indian  harbors.  His 
lordship  had  advertised  for  40,000  tons  of  shipping, 
for  the  transport  of  the  troops  to  China,  14,000  of 
which  were  to  be  supplied  by  Calcutta,  and  the 
rest  by  Madras  and  Bombay. 

The  expedition  was  to  rendezvous  at  and  sail 
from  Calcutta.  Seven  regiments  quartered  in  this 
last  presidency  had  been  ordered  to  prepare  forem- 
barcation,  and  the  whole  expedition  was  to  consist 
of  16,000  men.  Its  destination  was  not  known, 
but  it  was  deemed  probable  that  it  would  be  direct- 
ed against  Canton  or  some  other  point  on  the  coast, 
of  which  forcible  possession  would  be  kept  until  the 
Chinese  government  should  be  brought  to  reason. 

The  last  accounts  from  Canton  are  dated  Decem- 
ber 8.  The  emperor  had  addressed  to  governor 
Lin  a decree  prohibiting  the  importation  of  all  Bri- 
tish goods  for  war,  and  the  trade  with  China  was 
consequently  at  an  end. 

The  Americans  continued  to  pursue  their  trade 
unmolested,  and  their  ships  were  arriving  and  de- 
parting as  usual. 

From  the  London  Times  of  March  13.  “It  will 
be  seen  by  the  letter  of  our  correspondent  that  the 
Bombay  journals  are  silent  respecting  the  absolute 
declaration  of  war,  which  we  yesterday  stated  had 
been  made  against  China  by  lord  Auckland;  but 
this  is  a matter  of  no  consequence,  and  struck  us, 
indeed,  as  supererogatory'.  The  preparation  of  an 
expedition  to  make  war  is  more  decisive  on  that 
point.  When  the  fleet  ariives  at  Macao,  a procla- 
mation will  no  doubt  be  issued  by  the  English  com- 
mander.” 

London  money  market,  March  14.  Further  intel- 
ligence by  the  overland  mail  is  hourly  expected  in 
the  city.  The  declaration  of  war  against  China 
has  caused  much  briskness  in  the  tea  market,  but 
the  speculators  are  rather  loth  to  “go  ahead”  too 
soon,  and  prices  are  therefore  not  above  2d.  per  lb. 
higher  than  yesterday,  company’s  congous  realising 
3s.  and  free  trade  teas  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

The  news  from  China  has  had  the  effect  of  de- 
pressing the  value  of  the  public  securities  about 
5-8  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  quotations  of 
yesterday  morning,  consols  having  been  marked  as 
low  as  90  1-4  to  1-2  for  present  transfer,  and  90  1-4 
to  7-8  for  time.  Exchequer  bills  have  been  steady 


at  20s.  to  22s.  premium;  and  East  India  bonds  at 
3s.  premium,  although  in  the  event  of  a war  with 
China  the  probability  of  some  further  financial  ope- 
ration for  replenishing  the  treasury  would  be  ren- 
dered less  remote.  The  new  three  and  a half  per 
cents  have  realized  98  7-8  to  99. 

The  foreign  exchanges  were  steady  this  after- 
noon. Bills  on  Paris  were  negotiated  at  25f.  55c. 
to  60c.;  on  Hamburg  at  139  1-4  to  3-8;  on  Amster- 
dam at  12,  2 1-4,  and  on  Antwerp,  12,  2. 

The  funds  closed  rather  belter  this  afternoon, 
consols  for  present  transfer  being  quoted  90  1-8  to 
1-2,  and  for  time  90  3-4  to  7-8;  exchequer  bills  re- 
mained at  20s.  premium,  and  the  new  three  and  a 
half  per  cents,  in  consequence  of  one  or  two  sales, 
dropped  from  99  to  98,  3-8. 

Two  o'clock.  Three  per  cent,  consols  are  90  1-2 
for  present  transfer,  and  90  7-8  for  time.  Spanish 
active  bonds  continue  heavy  at  29. 

The  following  were  the  latest  official  quotations 
of  American  securities: — Alabama  (ster.)  5’s,  81; 
Indiana  (ster.)  5’s,  82;  Illinois  6’s,  82;  Louisiana 
(ster.)  5’s,  89;  Maryland  5’s,  85;  Massachusetts 
(ster.)  5’s, — ; New  York,  1855,  5’s,  87  1-2;  Ohio 
6’s,  90;  Pennsylvania  5’s,  76  1-2;  South  Carolina 
5’s,  87. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  March  16.  The  demand 
for  American  cotton  has  been  limited  throughout 
the  week,  during  which  the  market  has  been  dull, 
and  closes  heavily,  but  without  change  in  price 
since  last  week.  Sea  Island  barely  maintains  for- 
mer rates.  Egyptian  is  in  improved  demand  and 
more  saleable  at  previous  quotations.  Brazil  is  in 
moderate  demand  at  last  week’s  rates.  Surat  is 
without  change  in  price.  The  sales  of  the  week 
amount’to  14,350  bales  including  500  American  on 
speculation  and  500  American  and  40  Surat  for  ex- 
port, 130  Sea  Island,  lid.  a 12;  10  stained  do.  10 
1-4;  2,670  Upland,  5 1-2  a 6 3-4;  1,380  Mobile, &c. 
5 1-4  a 6 3 8;  6,935  New  Orleans,  5 1-4  a 7. 

March  19.  The  sales  since  Friday  amount  to 
15,000  bags  of  which  3,000  are  sold  to  day.  The 
market  is  iieavy,  and  purchases  are  made  to  better 
advantage  than  last  week,  although  the  reduction 
in  prices  is  small.  Arrived,  35  vessels  from  the  U. 
States,  2 from  Brazil,  and  1 from  Egypt. 

FRANCE. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Cou- 
rier writes  as  follows  under  date  of  7th  March: 

The  internal  situation  of  France  is  not  improved. 
Bankruptcies  are  lamentablv  numerous,  and  trade 
in  a deplorable  condition.  This  applies  in  a pecu. 
liar  manner  to  the  cotton  manufactures.  There  is 
no  demand  for  the  raw  material.  Hundreds,  nay, 
thousands  of  families  engaged  in  that  branch  of  ma- 
nufacture are  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  are 
consequently  starving.  A great  stir  has  been  made 
about  the  importation  of  British  linen  cloth  and 
linen  yarn,  and  it  is  likely  that  further  severe  mea- 
sures will  be  taken  to  prevent  it,  for  the  home  ma- 
nufacturer suffers  exceedingly.  The  last  accounts 
from  those  parts  of  the  country  in  which  flax  is 
raised,  state  that  owing  to  the  wetness  of  the  sea- 
son the  winter  flax  had  all  perished. 

In  Paris  there  is  as  much  distress  as  when  I last 
mentioned  the  subject;  but  the  occurrences  of  the 
carnival  had  for  the  moment  withdrawn  public  at- 
tention from  the  subject.  The  funds  remain  high, 
owing  to  the  great  plenty  of  money — there  being 
no  promising  means  for  the  employment  of  capital 
' in  trade,  and  because  that  a ministry  is  at  length 
formed. 

The  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
remain  firm  at  98  1-2.  Some  parties  here  take  it 
into  their  heads  that  there  is  a chance  of  war  be- 
tween your  government  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  boundary  question  which  has  more  or  less 
influence  on  the  public  mind. 

The  non-arrival  of  the  New  York  packet  of  the 
8th  inst.  occasions  some  uneasiness,  but  the  con- 
tinuance of  easterly  w'inds  fully  and  naturally  ac- 
counts for  her  absence. 

The  weather  has  been  dry  and  fine  for  near  three 
weeks.  Spring  sowing  is  consequently  going  on 
rapidly,  and  the  corn  market  begins  to  look  down. 

Havre,  March  6.  Our  market  is  quite  bare  of 
foreign  wheat.  Last  market  day  French  wheat  ad- 
vanced If.  per  sack.  The  sales  were  260  sacks,  at 
6Sf.  per  sack  of  200  k.  560  ho.  Oats  brought  6f.  10 
per  ho.  average  prices. 

The  prices  of  American  flour  are  well  supported. 
Stock  about  13,000  bbls. 

Havre,  March  7.  Our  rates  for  cotton  have  fallen 
from  2 to  3 cts.  for  all  qualities  below  fair.  On  the 
better  sorts  the  reduction  lias  been  only  let.  per 
1-2  killo. 

The  French  navy.  Abridgment  of  the  report  ad- 
dressed to  the  king  of  the  French  by  the  minister 
of  marine,  relative  to  the  condition  and  expense  of 
the  French  navy,  for  the  year  1840. 


Paris,  Nov.  25,  1839. 

Sire:  The  navy,  according  to  times  and  exigen- 
cies, is  a matter  of  lively  interest  to  the  glory  of  the 
king’s  arms  and  to  national  prosperity.  In  war  it  is 
called  upon  now  to  fight  alone — now  to  be  an  axill- 
ary to  the  land  forces — an  axillary  always  useful, 
and  sometimes  even  indispensable,  to  the  conditions 
of  success.  At  other  epochs,  when,  after  a long 
space,  itis  necessary  that  the  blessings  may  be  con- 
tinued, to  keep  an  active  watch  afar  off',  and  to  have 
recourse  at  times  to  conciliatory  or  repressive  pow- 
ers; then  does  the  navy  again  offer  its  aid  to  politi- 
cal combinations,  while  at  the  same  time  it  protects 
the  interests  of  commerce,  on  and  beyong  the  seas, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  its  various  relations  to 
science,  confines  to  maintain  us  in  that  elevated 
rank  in  the  intellectual  sphere,  in  not  descending 
from  which  France  places  her  glory. 

Thus,  under  different  circumstances,  whether  of 
war  or  of  peace,  or  of  that  state  of  vigilant  ob- 
servation which  has  become  one  of  the  necessities 
of  the  age,  the  navy  is  a branch,  the  employment  of 
which  is  eminently  useful.  Let  us  add,  that  with 
the  means  which  are  obtained,  or  to  be  obtained, 
from  the  application  of  the  new  motive  power,  for 
securing  the  promptness  and  regularity  of  the  move- 
ments of  a part  of  the  fleet,  the  mission  which  is 
confided  to  it  promises  to  become  more  than  ever 
fruitful  in  advantageous  results. 

On  this  head,  and  I feel  happy  in  repeating  it, 
the  chambers  have  expressed  their  accordance  with 
the  conviction  of  the  government.  The  reports  of 
their  commissions  during  the  last  sessions,  the  de- 
bates, the  votes,  all  bear  witness  of  their  encourag- 
ing adhesion.  They  have  added  a double  wish,  and 
have  demanded. 

1.  That  the  administration  do  everything  in  its 
power  to  increase  the  resources  of  the  inscription 
maritime,  which  is  the  nursery  ol  true  seaman,  that 
the  equilibrium  between  the  material  and  personal 
strength  of  the  fleet  may  be  preserved. 

2.  That  (or  active  force  the  principle  of  the  stabi- 
lity of  armaments  be  maintained,  not  only  because 
it  is  favorable  to  the  practical  instruction  and  deci- 
pline  of  the  crews,  but  also  because  great  economy 
in  the  use  of  money  and  material  is  the  result. 

Your  majesty  well  knows  that  the  accomplishment 
of  these  dominating  views  has  constantly  guided  me 
in  the  acts  of  my  administration,  and  the  plans  there- 
with connected. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  royal  order  of  Fe- 
buary,  1837,  the  naval  strength  of  the  kingdom 
ought  in  times  of  peace  to  consist  of  40  ships  of  the 
line,  50  frigates  and  220  vessels  of  inferior  rank,  40 
steam  vessels  being  included.  These  220  vessels 
are  afloat;  half  only  of  the  ships  of  the  line  and  the 
frigates  is  to  be  launched;  the  other  half  is  to  remain 
on  the  stocks. 

In  a complete  state  of  armament,  this  union  of 
force  would  present,  with  an  effective  of  78,000 
men,  a battery  of  9,200  guns. 

As  in  the  two  preceding  budgets,  the  number  of 
armed  vessels  has  been  carried  to  130,  among  which 
there  will  still  be  8 ships  of  the  line  and  12  frigates. 

These  130  armaments  will  errry  an  actual  crew  of 
20,498  men. 

Their  composition  will  be  regulated  as  follows — 

Sailing  vessels  of  war.  8 ships  of  the  line;  12 
frigates;  10  corvettes  of  war;  6 corvettes  avisos  of  18 
guns;  14  brigs  of  from  16  to  20  guns;  5 cannoneer 
brigs  of  8 guns;  10  brigs  avisos  of  10  guns;  13  goe- 
lettes,  cutters,  &c.  of  from  6 to  8 guns;  12  flotilla 
vessels. 

Sailing  vessels  of  burden.  8 corvettes  of  burden; 
12  cabarres. 

Steam  vessels.  3 of  220  horse  power;  14  of  150 
horse  power;  3 of  120  horse  power.  Total  number 
of  vessels  130. 

These  130  armed  vessels  will  secure  every  useful 
communication,  protect  the  trading  ships,  provide 
for  special  expeditions,  and  occupy  the  11  ordinary 
stations  indicated  in  the  preceding  budget,  the  enu- 
meration of  which  is  here  repeated — namely,  the 
coasts  of  the  Peninsula,  Brazil,  South  America,  the 
Antilles,  Cayenne,  Mexico,  the  coasts  of  Alrica, 
the  Levant,  Bourbon,  Terra,  Nueva,  Algiers. 

Besides  the  130  vessels,  with  their  crews  of  20,498 
men  which  are  destined  to  keep  the  seas,  there  will 
be  as  before,  in  order  that  the  contingencies  may  be 
met,  twenty-four  vessels  of  two  different  ranks, 
eight  of  which  will  be  kept  in  a station,  and  sixteen 
commissioned  in  port.  The  following  is  the  detail: 

In  station.  Ships  of  the  line  2;  frigates  3;  cor- 
vette of  war  1;  brigs  2.  Total  8. 

Commisioned  in  port.  Ships  of  the  line  and  fri- 
gates 5;  various  vessels  of  inferior  rank  11-  Total 
16.  « 

The  total  credit  required  for  1S40  amounts  to 
70,648,300f.  w hich,  compared  with  the  supplies  vot- 
ed for  1839,  presents  an  increase  of  4,432,343f. — 
This  increase  especially,  bears  relation  to  the  fol- 
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lowing  expenses — the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  crews 
and  troops,  provisions,  works  of  naval  materiel,  and 
colonies. 

The  demands  given  in  detail  in  the  21  chapters  of 
the  budget  are  combined  under  the  four  great  divi- 


sions as  follows: 

Francs. 

General  department,  992,500 

General  depaitment,  (including)  60  ISO  400 

temporary  expenses);  ) ’ ’ 

Scientific  departments,  725,400 

Colonial  department  8,540,000 


Total,  70,648,300 


1 am,  with  profound  respect,  sire,  your’s  majesty’s 
very  humble,  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

ROSAMEL,  vice  admirul, 
secretary  of  slate  of  the  marine  and  the  colonies. 

WEST  INDIES. 

We  have  a number  of  papers  from  Barbadoes, 
coming  down  to  the  7th  of  March  inclusive;  but 
they  alfbrd  very  little  news,  their  columns  being 
chiefly  filled  with  extracts  from  London  journals. 

By  extracts  from  Jamaeia  papers  it  seems  that 
the  silk  fever  has  taken  largely  in  that  island — at 
all  events  so  far  as  talking  goes.  It  is  intimated, 
however,  that  the  steady-going  planters  do  not  ex- 
hibit much  alacrity  in  disbursing  their  cash  upon 
mortis  multicaulis  trees  and  silk  worm  eggs.  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe,  the  new  governor,  and  tile  inha- 
bitants of  the  island,  seem  to  harmonize  extremely 
well;  the  press  is  vocal  in  his  praise,  and  it  is  stat- 
ed that  an  addition  of  jCS,00Q  per  annum  to  his 
salary  is  to  be  made  by  the  colonial  legislature. 

Demarara  papers  slate  that  incendiary  fire^ were 
becoming  exceedingly  frequent  in  that  colony,  and 
exciting  great  alarm. 

The  Royal  Gazette  of  the  17th  states,  that  H.  M. 
S.  Cleopatra,  capt.  Lushington,  captured  on  the  3d 
of  January,  off  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  a slaver, 
with  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  slaves  on 
board.  They  were  landed  at  Navy  Island,  on  the 
north  side  of  Jamaeia — many  of  them  had  the  small 
pox. 

H.  M.  brig  Ring  Dove,  captain  Stewart,  captured 
the  slave  schooner  Victoria,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
in  the  Bahama  channel.  She  had  previously  landed 
her  slaves  in  the  Isle  of  Pines.  [W.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Lima,  Nov.  20,  1839.  We  have  not  had  any  ar- 
rivals of  American  vessels  at  Callao  for  several 
months,  not  even  whalers;  the  last  were  the  Louisia 
and  Harmony,  both  ot  which,  after  landing  their 
cargoes,  proceeded  to  Guayaquil. 

Since  three  or  four  days,  vve  have  a report  that 
gen.  Torrico,  (who,  a firm  partisan  of  Gamaya,  in- 
vaded his  country  with  the  Chilian  army),  has  de- 
clared against  the  government,  and  is  at  the  head  of 
'5,000  men  in  Arequipa.  If  this  be  the  case,  a few 
davs  more  will  be  the  extent  of  Gamarra’s  govern- 
ment. I will  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  report, 
although  it  is  corroborated  by  the  publication  of  two 
very  inflammatory  and  seditious  notes  addressed  by 
Torrico  to  gen.  Castilla,  minister  of  war. 

Our  flour  market  is  falling  rapidly,  notwithstand- 
ing the  exertions  of  holders  to  keep  up  prices.  We 
have  nine  months  supply  on  hand.  The  late  high 
prices,  (say  $21a25),  have  induced  the  Chilians  to 
send  in  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour.  I fear 
that  the  expected  importations  from  the  U.  States 
will  leave  bad  results.  The  present  price  asked  on 
board  is  $17,  no  sale.  The  first  arrival  from  the 
United  States  will  reduce  it  to  $llal2. 

Lima,  December  16,  1839.  Since  writing  the 
above,  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired.  The 
congress  of  Huancayo  has  closed  its  sessions,  afler 
giving  a new  constitution  to  Peru,  which  has  been 
received  by  the  people  without  the  least  enthusiasm, 
and  general  Gamarra  has  been  received  here  and  at 
Callao  with  disapprobation,  expressed  by  the  un- 
accustomed silence  of  the  inhabitants.  Indeed, 
throughout  the  country,  he  is  viewed  as  the  oppres- 
sor and  worst  enemy  of  the  republic. 

General  Torrico,  alter  writing  two  of  the  most 
insulting  letters  to  the  government,  has  remained 
perfectly  quiet,  and  awaits  the  punishment  he  will 
undoubtedly  receive  from  Gamarra  so  soon  as  he 
can  be  drawn  away  from  his  troops. 

There  are  no  American  vessels  in  port.  The 
Constitution  is  lying  under  the  island  of  San  Lo- 
renzo repairing  and  painting.  The  Lexington  sails 
to-day,  supposed  tor  Panama.  The  Falmouth  leaves 
to-morrow  for  Valparaiso,  and  will  return  here,  and 
hence  proceed  to  the  United  States,  direct.  The 
St.  Louis  is  at  Valparaiso.  The  destination  of  the 
Lexington  is  not  positively  known,  but  I think  she 
will  go  to  Panama,  and  thence  to  the  United  States 
via  India.  [iV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

From  Peru.  The  subjoined  letter  from  Callao, 
which  was  brought  by  a whaler,  though  not  of  so 
late  a date  as  advices  already  received,  contains  in- 


formation we  have  not  seen  published,  and  will  be 
perused  with  interest  by  many  of  our  readers. 
Extract  of  a letter , dated  Callao  bay,  Oct.  24,  1839. 

The  news  you  have  from  this  country  is  fully  cor- 
rect. General  Santa  Cruz  and  his  party  have 
been  for  the  time  being,  completely  crushed,  and 
I have  been  one  of  the  principal  sufferers.  I have 
now  been  on  ship  board  in  this  bay  for  more 
than  seven  months,  without  being  permitted  to 
land,  notwithstanding  I have  many  friends  against 
the  dominant  faction,  but  the  declared  enmity  of 
Gamarra  against  me,  will  prevent  all  reconciliation. 
This  blood-thirsty  villain  has  been  forced  upon  the 
Peruvians  as  their  president,  by  the  Chilian  bayo- 
nets; but  the  moment  the  last  division  of  the  Chilian 
army  embarks  for  Chili,  which  will  be  about  the 
middle  of  next  month,  his  downfall  will  be  sudden 
arid  exemplary.  Much  blood  will  in  all  probability 
follow,  as  the  people  are  greatly  incensed  against 
Gamarra,  owing  to  the  course  of  conduct  pursued 
by  him,  before  and  since  his  obtaining  the  supreme 
authority,  as  well  as  the  base  unprincipled  conduct 
of  his  generals,  who  have  assassinated,  imprisoned 
and  whipped  in  the  public  squares  of  some  of  the 
largest  cities  in  Peru,  many  of  its  wealthiest  and 
most  respectable  inhabitants.  The  contributions 
levied  upon  the  Peruvians  by  these  robbers,  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  their  own  pockets,  and  the  Chilian 
coffers,  exceed  all  calculations.  Numerous  indivi- 
duals have  been  stripped  of  every  thing  and  reduced 
in  a day  from  wealth  to  extreme  poverty.  This 
state  of  affairs  cannot  last,  and  it  is  probable  that  ere 
long  there  will  be  a reaction  in  favor  of  gen.  Santa 
Cruz,  in  which  event  I shall  be  again  restored  to 
my  family  and  business,  from  which  I have  been  so 
long  separated,  and  receive  full  compensation  for 
my  immense  losses.  [New  York  Times. 

TEXAS. 

Texan  bonds.  Texan  treasury  notes  are  now  sell- 
ing at  a discount  of  from  75  to  80  per  cent.  Bonds 
bearing  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent,  are  about  to  be 
issued  by  the  government,  by  means  of  which  the 
floating  currency  may  be  funded,  and  perhaps  its 
circulating  value  brought  somewhat  nearer  to  par. 
The  attention  of  capitalists  in  New  Orleans  is  said  to 
be  turned  to  these  bonds.  The  opportunity  for  spe- 
culation is  very  great,  and  if  the  young  republic,  by 
the  development  of  her  resources  and  the  firm  posi- 
tion of  her  government,  should  find  herself  able  to 
meet  her  responsibilities  promptly,  there  will  be 
many  fortunes  made  by  the  holders  of  her  notes. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Gershom  Mott,  collector  of  the  customs,  Burling- 
ton, New  Jersey,  from  the  28th  March,  1840,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 

James  N.  Roach,  collector  of  the  customs,  St. 
Mary’s,  Maryland,  frpm  the  14th  of  April,  1840, 
w hen  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Thos.  Armstrong,  to  be  surveyor,  Carter’s  creek, 
Virginia,  from  31st  March,  1840,  w'hen  his  present 
commission  will  expire. 

Henry  G.  S.  Key,  to  be  surveyor,  Llewellens- 
burg,  Maryland,  from  19th  February,  1840,  when 
his  late  commissioned  expired. 

Isaac  Pipkin,  to  be  surveyor,  Murfreesborough, 
North  Carolina,  from  the  22d  March,  1840,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Felix  G.  H.  Long,  to  be  surveyor,  St.  Andrew’s 
bay,  Florida,  vice  T.  F.  Lofton,  who  has  vacated  the 
office. 

Nathaniel  Jackson,  to  be  surveyor,  Newburry- 
port,  Massachusetts,  from  30th  April,  1S40,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Lewis  B.  Willis,  to  be  surveyor,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  from  14th  April,  1840,  when  his  present 
commission  will  expire. 

Consuls.  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  recognized  Augustus  W.  Radcliff  as  consul  of 
Texas  for  the  port  of  N.  York,  and  Oliver  O ’Hara, 
as  vice  consul  of  the  Netherlands,  at  Key  West. 

CoMMissroNER  of  PENsroNS.  The  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  office  of  commissioner  of  pensions  may 
now  be  considered  a law,  the  seneate  having  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  of  the  other  house,  by 
which  the  salary  attached  to  the  office  has  been 
reduced  from  $3,000  to  $2,500  per  annum.  The 
new  act  places  the  navy  pension  system,  as  well  as 
the  army  and  revolutionary  pensions,  under  the  di- 
rection of  this  officer. 

Official.  Department  of  slate,  April  9,  1840. 
Information  having  been  received  at  this  depart- 
ment, that  upon  all  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
whether  fishing  or  trading,  passing  the  strait  or  gut 
of  Canso,  alight  duty  of  six  and  two-thirds  cents 
per  ton  register  of  the  shipping  is  demanded  by  the 


British  custom  house  officers,  it  is  thought  proper 
that  public  notice  be  given  of  the  tact,  in  order  that 
the  masters  of  vessels  on  trading  voyages,  requiring 
their  passage  through  the  strait  of  Canso,  may  avoid 
difficulties  and  delays,  provide  themselves  with  the 
means  of  paying  the  duty  referred  to;  and  that  ves- 
sels engaged  in  fishing  or  other  pursuits  not,  from 
ignorance,  unnecessarily  subject  themselves  to  the 
payment  of  it.  As  the  right  of  the  British  authori- 
ties to  levy  the  duty  on  fishing  vessels  is  disputed, 
it  is  recommended  that  masters  of  vessels  ot  this 
discretion,  which  may  have  occasion  to  frequent 
the  strait,  be  likewise  prepared,  in  order  to  avoid 
injury  from  delay,  to  pay  the  duty,  but  to  do  so 
under  protest. 

Treasury  notes.  The  amount  of  treasury  notes 
which  have  been  issued  by  the  treasury  department 
under  the  acts  of  1837,  ’38  and  ’39,  is  $19,567,086; 
of  which,  $18,144,530  have  been  redeemed,  leaving 
outstanding  on  the  1st  of  April,  $1,422,556. 

Texan  boundary.  By  Galveslon  papers  of  the 
23d  ult.  it  appears  that  some  difficulty  existed  be- 
tween the  commissioners  appointed  to  run  the  boun- 
dary line  betwenn  the  United  States  and  Texas. — 
Mr.  Overton  on  the  part  of  this  government,  would 
start  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  lake 
where  it  empties  into  the  gulf.  The  Texan  com- 
missioner, governor  Hunt,  contends  on  the  other 
hand  that  the  line  should  commence  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine  river  where  it  empties  into  the  lake. 
The  commissioners  had  adjourned  to  meet  on  the 
15th  ot  April. 

Post  office.  The  following  report  was  receiv- 
ed  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  19th  ult. 
from  the  post  office  department: 

Post  office  department,  Feb.  14,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  2d  and  45th  sections 
of  the  act  to  change  the  organization  of  the  post  of- 
fice department,  &c.  approved  July  2,  1836,  I have 
the  honor  to  report  the  expenditures  of  this  depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1839,  set 
opposite  the  estimates  under  each  head  of  appropria- 
tion, viz: 


Estimates. 

Expenditures. 

Transportation  of 

the  mail, 

Compensation  to 

$3,529,000 

$3,194,201  25 

post  masters. 
Ship,  steamboat 

1,091,000 

987,573  51 

& way  letters. 

35,000 

41,961  30 

Wrapping  paper. 

25,000 

23,196  97 

Office  furnilure, 

6,000 

4,940  31 

Advertising, 

38,000 

35,316  10 

Mail  bags, 

48,000 

45,909  28 

Blanks, 

Mail  locks,  keys 

34,000 

30,728  28 

and  stamps, 
Mail  depredations 

12,000 

9,275  64 

&,  special  ag’ts, 
Cleiks  of  offices, 

15,000 

20,273  23 

208,000 

208,932  83 

Miscellaneous, 

67,000 

52,409  67 

$5,100,000 

$4,654,713  42 

I send,  herewith,  a statement  from  the  auditor’s 
office,  exhibiting  the  revenue,  expenditures  and  ge- 
neral financial  condition  of  the  department  for  the 
last  fiscal  year,  and  giving  also  the  information  re- 
quired by  the  4th  paragraph  of  the  22d  section  of 
the  act  of  1836. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  expenditures  were 
$445, 2S1  58  less  than  the  appropriations,  and  yet 
they  exceed  the  revenue  of  the  year  about  $177  00. 

' The  fund  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
enabled  the  department  to  meet  the  excess  of  ex- 
penditures over  the  current  revenue. 

The  expectations  entertained  when  the  appropria- 
tions for  that  year  were  made,  that  the  speedy  and 
entire  recovery  of  the  country  from  the  revulsion  of 
1837  would  bring  a large  accession  of  revenue  to  the 
department  have  not  been  realized.  Very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

N.  B.  The  revenue,  as  now  shown  by  the  audi- 
tor, is  over  $9,000  more  than  was  stated  in  my  an- 
nual report  to  the  president.  The  Canada  had  not 
been  received,  and  was  estimated.  Having  since 
been  received,  it  shows  an  increase  of  more  than 
$900  over  the  estimate,  which,  with  a few  other 
slight  corrections,  accounts  for  the  discrepancy. 

ARMY. 

Military  movement.  Brigadier  general  Eustis  has 
been  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  United  States 
troops  at  Houlton,  in  Maine. 

The  force  there  will  not  exceed  five  hundred  re- 
gulars; but  their  presence,  and  that  of  so  discreet 
and  intelligent  an  officer  as  gen.  Eustis,  will,  it  may 


100 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  18,  1840— POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 


be  anticipated,  have  the  effect  of  keeping  things 
quiet. 

By  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  a medical 
board  to  consist  of  surgeons  T.  G.  Mower,  C.  A. 
Finlay,  H.  S.  Hawkins,  members,  and  surgeon  W. 
L.  Warton,  supernumery  member,  will  convene  at 
Philadelphia,  Penn,  on  the  1st  May  next,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing such  medical  officers  as  may  be  ordered  to  re- 
port, and  such  applicants  for  appointment  in  the  me- 
dical staff  of  the  army,  as  may  be  invited  to  present 
themselves  tor  examination. 

We  are  requested  by  the  paymaster  general  to 
state,  that  major  Robert  A.  Forsyth,  late  paymaster 
United  States  army,  has  refunded  the  balance  due 
by  him  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  depart- 
ment will  not  lose  a cent  by  his  official  transactions. 

[Globe. 

NAVY. 

The  New  York  American  states  that  orders  have 
been  received  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  to  get  all 
the  U.  S.  vessels  in  that  port  ready  for  active  service. 
These  vessels  are  the  Independence,  just  returned 
lrom  Brazil,  the  Fairfield,  the  Natchez,  the  Boston, 
the  Relief.  The  greatest  despatch  is  ordered  to  be 
given  to  completing  the  new  steam  ship  of  war  now 
under  construction  there. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Commerce  and  revenue  of  Boston,  during  the  first 
quarter,  1840.  The  number  of  foreign  arrivals 
lrom  January  1st  to  March  31st,  1840,  was  176; 
during  the  same  time  last  year,  183.  The  number 
of  foreign  clearances  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1840,  was  185;  during  the  corresponding  time  the 
last  year,  187. 

Revenue,  1st  quarter,  1840,  estimated  $431,549  00 
Revenue,  1st  quarter,  1839,  $562,915  27 

Revenue,  1st  quarter,  1838,  $484,300  59 

[Morning  Post. 

CONNECTtCUT. 

Connecticut  election.  The  annexed  summary 
comprises  all  the  towns  in  the  state  except  three, 
which  will  not  vary  materially  the  result. 

1840.  1839. 
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New  Haven, 

4,559 

3,772 
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4,403 

4,016 

New  London, 

3,339 

2,845 

35 

3,099 

2,973 

Fairfield, 

4,291* 

3,408 

100 

3,970 

3,700 

Litchfield, 

4,137f 

3,640 

116 

3,938 

3,503 

Tolland, 

1,940 

1,567 

174 

1,655 

1,402 

Windham, 

2,686 

2.417 

50 

2,241 

2,124 

Middlesex, 

2,257 

2,275 

21 

2,056 

2,244 

29,264  24,608  1,085  26,591  24,047 

Whig  majority,  4,656.  Three  towns  to  be  heard 
from,  which  will  diminish  it  about  50  votes. 

Of  21  senators,  19  are  whigs.  There  is  one  Y. 
B.  senator  in  New  Haven  county,  and  one  in  Mid- 
dlesex. 

The  house  of  representatives  is  whig  in  the  pro- 
portion of  2 or  3 to  1.  [N.  Y.Jour.  Com. 

Governor  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  has  issued 
his  proclamation,  appointing  Friday  the  17th  day 
of  April,  to  be  observed  throughout  that  state,  a3  a 
day  of  humiliation  fasting  and  prayer. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  supreme  court  of  errors  of  New  York  have 
decided  almost  unanimously  that  the  general  bank- 
ing law  is  constitutional. 

The  imports  into  the  New  York  custom  house 
during  the  late  months  of  February  and  January, 
are  only  one-fourth  as  much  as  they  were  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  1838. 

Trade.  The  New  York  Express  of  the  10th 
say:  “There  have  been  several  more  stoppages  in 
the  dry  goods  interest,  within  a few  days.  The 
remittances  from  the  south,  have  seldom  been  as  bad 
as  at  present.  Houses  have  been  holding  on  and 
holding  on,  in  expectation  that  April  would  bring 
them  funds;  but  there  is  nothing  but  disappoint- 
ment follows.  Exchange  on  New  York,  which  has 
been  better  at  the  south  than  here,  is  getting  worse 
— and  good  men  are  reluctant  to  remit  at  a great 
sacrifice. 

Specie  is  accumulating  very  fast;  our  banks  are 
full,  and  have  generally  a larger  amount  on  hand 
than  they  require,  or  that  is  profitable.  The  offer- 
ings at  bank  of  paper  that  is  known,  are  very  small. 

* Monroe  and  Fairfield  to  be  heard  from. 

t Beihlem  to  be  heard  from. 


DELAWARE. 

This  state  is  much  better  off  than  most  of  the 
states,  She  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  and  has 
$19,222  34  in  the  treasury. 

MARYLAND.  . 

The  Harrison  state  convention  assembled  at  Bal- 
timore on  the  9th  instant,  delegates  from  all  coun- 
ties except  three,  being  in  attendance.  The  con- 
vention was  organized  by  appointing  Robert  W. 
Bowie,  president;  John  McKnn,  jr.  Thomas  Hood, 
col.  Goldsborough  and  Dr.  Lemmon,  vice  presidents; 
Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  W.  B.  Clark,  secretaries. 

A committee  was  then  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  business  necessary  to  be  brought  before 
the  convention. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  state  elections  takes  place  on  the  23d  instant, 
electioneering  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Both  par- 
ties profess  to  be  sanguine  of  success. 

Gen.  William  Lambert  has  been  elected  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Richmond,  Va. 

The  Richmond  Compiler  of  Friday  has  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  the  fraud  committed  on  the  bank  of 
Virginia  by  its  first  teller. 

For  some  days  much  excitement  has  prevailed  in 
our  city  in  consequence  of  tt.e  sudden  disappear- 
ance of  William  B.  Dabney,  fust  teller  in  the  bank 
of  Virginia,  and  (he  circulation  of  a variety  of  ru- 
mors as  to  the  cause  of  his  disappearance.  We  for- 
bore to  notice  them  because  of  their  vaeue  charac- 
ter. But  an  examination  by  a committee  of  di- 
rectors has  proved  his  guilt  so  fully,  that  the  gover- 
nor has  issued  a proclamation  offering  a reward  of 
$200  for  his  apprehension,  and  the  bank  has  ap- 
pended an  additional  reward  of  3,000.  The  pro- 
clamation charges  that  he  has  feloniously  embezzled 
a considerable  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  bank,  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  and  the  bank  notice  specifies  that 
he  has  embezzled  a large  amount  of  money  in  bank 
notes. 

There  are  a variety  of  rumors  yet  in  circulation 
relative  to  the  amount  embezzled,  &c.  The  affair  is 
painful  enough,  and  has  deeply  distressed  many  of 
our  citizens.  Mr.  Dabney  up  to  the  time  of  his 
disappearance  bore  a spotless  reputation,  and  com- 
mand the  warm  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
train  of  connexions  is  extensive  and  of  great  respec- 
tability. 

He  left  last  Friday,  and  went  as  far  as  Taylors- 
ville on  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  rail  road, 
whence  it  is  supposed  he  proceeded  westerly.  He 
had  been  for  eleven  years  first  teller  in  the  bank,  and 
enjoyed  the  most  perfect  confidence  of  the  directory 
and  officers  of  the  institution. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  Saturday  mentions  a re- 
port that  Mr.  Dabney’s  deficiency  was  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars — but  this,  we  presume,  must 
be  a great  exaggeration. 

ALABAMA. 

The  municipal  election  at  Mobile,  after  a severe 
struggle  has  resulted  in  favor  of  the  whigs,  by  a 
majority  of  144.  Last  year  they  were  in  the  mino- 
rity by  353  votes. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  manufacture  of  negro  cloth  in  Louisiana.  We 
learn  that  the  beautiful  machinery,  recently  erected 
in  the  Louisiana  penitentiary  at  Baton  Rouge,  is 
now  in  full  operation,  and  made  last  week  1,600 
yards  of  superior  negro  cloth,  a large  portion  con- 
sisting of  linseys  of  the  most  superior  quality.  This 
article  is  pronounced  by  the  best  judges  to  be  the 
best  ever  yet  seen  in  the  state,  being  fully  25  per 
cent,  better  than  the  best  description  of  the  same 
goods  brought  from  the  north.  It  is  thought  that 
when  the  convicts  become  more  accustomed  to  the 
management  of  the  machine^',  they  will  be  able  to 
produce  above  two  thousand  yards  per  week.  The 
machinery  already  put  up,  with  a steam  engine  to 
propel  it,  was  all  done  by  contract  for  $1,484,  and 
is  likely  to  prove  a very  profitable  investment. 
The  raw  material  of  wool  and  cotton  are  at  hand  in 
abundance,  and  a ready  market  will  be  found  for 
the  cloth.  [N.  O.  True  American. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Abolition  petitions.  Letter  from  the  vice 
president  to  Lewis  Tappan,  of  New  York,  upon  de- 
clining to  present  to  the  senate  an  abolition  petition, 
signed  by  one  hundred  and  forty  women. 

Washington,  March  23,  1840. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.  was  duly  receiv- 
ed, enclosing  a petition  to  congress,  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  forty  women  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in 
those  territories  of  the  United  States,  where  they 
exist,  and  to  admit  no  new  slave  states  into  the  union, 
requesting  me  to  lay  the  same  before  the  senate.  I 
have  also  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  re- 
questing me  to  inform  you  when  I would  present  the 
petition.  Having  declined  to  present  the  petition, 


it  is,  perhaps,  due  to  the  fair  petitioneis,  and  to  you, 
their  organ,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  state  some  of 
the  reasons  which  dictate  my  course. 

The  constitutional  right  of  petition  is  contained 
in  the  first  article  of  amendments,  as  follows: 

“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  esta- 
blishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble, 
and  to  petition  the  government  for  a redress  of  grievan- 
ces.” 

Congress  has  never  made  a law  abridging  this 
right,  but  the  people  assemble  at  pleasure,  and  pe- 
tition at  pleasure  for  a redress  ot  grievances.  Of 
course  this  part  of  the  constitution  has  not  been  vio- 
lated; and  if  it  did  not  exist,  congress  could  not, 
constitutionally,  have  passed  such  a law,  because 
no  such  power  is  delegated  to  congress.  This  right, 
reserved  to  the  people,  does  not  devolve  upon  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  senate  the  obligation  of  pre- 
senting petitions  of  every  conceivable  description. 

There  are  considerations  of  a moral  and  political, 
as  well  as  of  a constitutional  nature,  which  would 
not  permit  me  to  present  petitions  of  a character 
evidently  hostile  to  the  union,  and  destructive  of 
the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded.  The  patriots 
of  the  revolution  made  great  sacrifices  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  establish  and  confirm  the  doctrines  set 
forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Each 
state  was  then  an  independent  sovereignty;  and  to 
form  a perpetual  conlederacy  for  the  safety  and 
benefit  of  the  whole,  embodying  the  great  doc  trines  of 
the  declaration,  a compromise  of  interest  and  feeling 
was  necessary.  That  compromise  was  made;  and 
the  principle  which  your  fair  petitioners  are  now 
agitating  was  settled.  The  right  of  regulating  and 
abolishing  slavery  was  reserved  to  the  states;  and 
congress  have  no  more  right  to  destroy  slavery  in 
Virginia  and  Maryland  than  they  have  to  establish 
slavery  in  New  York  or  New  England.  The  right 
of  petition  for  these  objects  is  reciprocal,  and  the 
obligation  of  the  presiding  officer  to  present  a peti- 
tion to  the  senate,  if  it  exist  in  either  case,  is  equal- 
ly strong  in  both.  But  I cannot  recognise  the  obli- 
gation in  either  case,  though  I acknowledge  the 
light  of  the  people  in  both.  Is  a difference  made 
between  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  from  which  it  was  taken? 
The  question  was  settled  in  relation  to  this  District 
by  those  states,  by  the  formation  and  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution  when  it  was  a part  of  those 
states;  and  a subsequent  cession  of  jurisdiction  could 
not  deprive  the  citizens  of  the  rights  already  secur- 
ed to  them  by  both  the  federal  constitution  and  the 
constitutions  of  their  respective  states.  The  right 
of  congress  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatever  does  not  mean  omnipotent  legisla- 
tion. Congress  have  no  right  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  take  away  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  to 
pass  an  ex  post  facto  law;  to  abridge  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press;  to  establish  Religion  by  law 
nor  to  destroy  the  rights  of  property,  or  the  person- 
al liberty  of  the  citizen.  These  reserved  rights  are 
as  sacred  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  in  the  state 
of  New  fork.  They  have  the  same  right  to  consi- 
der the  abolition  of  slavery  in  New  York  a griev- 
ance, and  petition  to  congress  to  establish  it  there, 
as  the  citizens  of  New  York  have  to  consider  it  a 
grievance  in  the  District,  and  petition  congress  to 
abolish  it.  Their  right  in  either  case  to  assemble 
peaceably  and  make  their  petition,  I do  not  call  in 
question;  but  the  obligation  on  my  part  to  present 
it  to  the  senate,  I do  not  admit. 

If  a number  of  citizens  should  consider  arepnbli- 
can  government  a grievance,  and  petition  congress 
to  establish  a monarchy;  if  others  should  consider 
religious  toleration  a grievance,  and  petition  con- 
gress to  destroy  heresy,  by  abolishing  all  religious 
sects  but  their  own,  I should  not  consider  it  my 
duty  to  present  their  petitions  to  the  senate,  nor  do  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  present  a petition  the  certain 
tendency  of  which  is  to  destroy  the  harmony,  and 
eventually  to  break  assunder  the  bonds  of  our 
union. 

In  regard  to  new  states,  the  case  is,  if  possible, 
still  stronger.  They  must  be  united  upon  terms  of 
equality.  Each  state  having  reserved  the  right  of 
regulating  this  subject  for  itself,  no  one  can  be  con- 
stitutionally deprived  of  the  right.  The  state  of 
New  York  has  abolished  slavery;  but  this  abolition 
is  not  the  condition  on  which  she  holds  her  place  in 
the  confederacy.  It  is  her  own  policy;  and  if  it 
shall  be  her  pleasure  to  change  it,  congress  cannot 
interfere.  So,  if  new  states  are  admitted  into  the 
union,  when  admitted  they  will  stand  Upon  an 
equality  with  New  York.  They  may  establish  or 
abolish  slavery  at  their  pleasure,  and  neither  con- 
gress, nor  any  other  slate,  will  have  any  more  right 
to  interfere  with  the  subject  than  with  the  laws  of 
primogeniture  in  the  British  empire.  The  object 
of  the  petition  does  not  affect  the  abstract  question 
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of  slavery;  that  is  a subject  which  the  abolitionists 
of  the  free  states  can  no  more  affect  than  they  can 
that  of  the  privileges  of  the  British  nobility.  The 
plain  question  is  this:  shall  we  continue  a united 
confederated  republic,  or  shall  we  dissolve  the 
union?  If  the  prayer  of  this  and  similar  petitions 
should  be  granted  by  a majority  of  congress,  the 
inevitable  effect  would  be  an  immediate  destruction 
of  the  confederacy,  and,  with  it,  those  bonds  of  af- 
fection which  have  united  us  as  one  great,  one  har- 
monious family.  It  has  been  my  grief  to  observe  a 
recklessness  on  the  part  of  some,  whom  I otherwise 
highly  esteem,  showing  an  utter  disregard  of  all  the 
consequences  which-must  result  from  the  perpetual 
agitation  of  this  subject.  We  have  an  interest  at 
stake  too  dear  to  be  compiomitted  for  a phantom 
which  we  can  never  gain,  however  enthusiastically 
we  may  pursue  it.  As  a free,  a powerful  and  hap- 
py nation,  we  stand  unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  the 
world. 

Turning  the  eye  alternately  to  every  region  of 
our  country,  it  is  greeted  with  the  smiles  of  happi- 
ness, amid  the  scenes  of  liberty',  and  peace,  and 
plenty;  and  yet  imagination  frequently  pauses  upon 
the  localities  which  remind  us  of  the  price  at  which 
these  blessings  were  gained.  Do  we  compare  our 
condition  with  that  of  adjoining  colonies?  We  look 
to  Quebec — and  there  Montgomery  fell.  We  return 
to  view  the  beautiful  town  of  Boston,  and  take  our 
stand  on  Bunker  Hill — there  Warren  died.  We 
cross  the  delightful  fields  of  Connecticut — there 
Wooster  bled.  We  continue  ourobservation  through 
the  Jersey's,  till  we  reach  Princeton — there  Mercer 
perished. 

Even  from  the  capitol  in  which  we  are  assembled 
we  cast  a look  to  the  south,  and  the  heights  of  Ver- 
non remind  us  that  the  mighty  Washington  slum- 
bers there,  who  forsook  these  peaceful  shades  for 
the  toils,  the  dangers  and  the  privations  of  the  san- 
guine field,  where,  with  thousands  of  others  equally 
brave  and  patriotic,  the  enemies  of  our  rights  were 
defeated.  It  is  at  the  price  of  their  blood  that  we, 
in  common  with  your  lair  petitioners,  ifow  enjoy 
these  blessings.  When  these  rights  were  again 
threatened,  I regarded  it  my  duty,  in  humble  imita- 
tion of  those  apostles  and  martyrs  of  liberty,  to  offer 
my  own  life  upon  the  altarof  my  country,  to  confirm 
to  y'ou  and  to  them  the  permanent  enjoyment  of 
those  blessings.  A merciful  Providence  protected 
me,  anil  I find  a two-fold  recompense  in  the  preser- 
vation of  our  institutions. 

With  these  views,  I cannot  reconcile  it  to  my 
sense  of  duty  to  present  the  petition.  I shall  enter 
into  no  discussion  on  the  principle  of  slavery,  as 
that  is  not  involved  in  the  subject.  I can  view  it 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  an  interference  with 
the  constitutional  rights  of  others,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  rich  inheri- 
tance purchased  by  the  blood  and  toil  of  the  fathers 
of  the  revolution.  Another  circumstance  exists 
aside  from  what  I have  noticed  above,  which  would 
make  me  reluctant  to  present  this  petition;  it  comes 
from  ladies,  ordained  by  nature  and  by  the  cus- 
toms of  all  civilized  nations  to  occupy  a higher 
place  in  society  than  that  ofpetitioners  to  a legislative 
body. 

If  courtesy  could  induce  me  on  a subject  that 
could  not  become  a matter  of  injurious  notoriety  to 
present  a petition  from  females,  yeti  should  regard 
it  purely  as  a matter  of  courtesy,  and  not  of  consti- 
tutional right.  The  rights  of  women  are  secure 
through  the  coarser  sex— their  fathers,  their  hus- 
bands and  their  brothers.  It  is  the  right  of  a wo- 
man to  maintain  a modest  retirement  in  the  bustle 
of  politics  and  of  war.  She  does  not  appear  at  the 
polls  to  vote,  because  she  is  privileged  to  be  re- 
presented there  by  man.  She  does  not  serve  on 
juries,  nor  perform  the  duties  of  the  baliffor  execu- 
tioner, because  it  would  be  a degradation  of  her  dig- 
nity. She  does  not  take  up  arms  and  meet  her 
country’s  foes,  because  she  is  a privileged  charac- 
ter, and  man  is  her  suhstitue,  who  represents  her  in 
all  these  drudgeries.  Every  man  is  bound  by  the 
perfect  law  of  custom  and  of  honor  to  protect  and 
serve  her.  This  is  the  light  in  which  the  law  ol 
God  places  the  woman.  She  is  veiled  and  silent 
even  in  religious  discussions;  not  because  she  is 
unworthy,  but  because  she  is  exempt  from  the  strife 
of  man;  and  it  is  her  right  to  observe  that  retired 
modesty  which  renders  her  the  object  of  admiration 
and  esteem.  In  this  respect  the  constitution  of  our 
country  is  established  upon  the  principle  of  the  di- 
vine law.  II  the  rights  of  man  are  inviolable,  they 
are  of  course  confirmed  to  woman;  and  the  most 
dignified  of  the  sex  are  the  least  inclined  to  meddle 
with  public  matters.  I presume  females  who  sign 
petitions  would  not  consent  to  the  publication^of 
their  names.  I should  be  very  reluctant  to  be  ac- 
cessory to  an  act  which  should,  in  any  degree,  cast 
a shade  ot  reproach  upon  an  individual  of  that  sex 
whose  modest  dignity  is  the  glory  of  man.  Thus, 


sir,  I have  frankly  stated  my  views  in  returning  the 
petition,  as  I now  do. 

I trust  you  will  not  deem  it  disrespectful  to  you, 
nor  to  the  ladies  for  whom  you  act.  Be  assured 
that,  for  yourself  individually,  I entertain  high  re- 
spect, and  could  I serve  you  personally,  it  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so.  Though  a stran- 
ger to  the  signers  of  the  petition,  I do  not  doubt  the 
respectability  of  their  character;  and  I deeply  re- 
gret being  requested,  on  their  behalf,  to  perform  an 
act  with  which  I cannot  consistently  comply;  but 
with  the  views  which  I entertain,  I cannot  better 
testify  my  regard  for  them  than  by  returning  the 
petition.  Most  respectfully, 

R.  M.  JOHNSON. 
Lewis  Tappan,  esq.  New  York  city. 

AN  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  HON.  H.  A.  WISE,  TO  HIS 
CONSTITUENTS. 

Washington,  March  24,  1840. 

I address  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  at  this  time, 
for  special  reasons,  which  are  in  themselves  extra- 
ordinary, or  I should  wait  until  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  congress,  to  make  my  usual  round  of  visits 
to  you  in  person. 

Never,  until  the  present  session,  during  »even 
years’  service  in  congress,  has  there  been  the  least 
necessity  for  me  to  oiler  you  an  excuse  for  absence 
from  my  post  of  duty,  or  for  any  neglect  of  public 
business.  In  the  goodness  of  Providence,  hereto- 
fore, I have  been  blessed  with  health  and  energy 
sufficient  to  sustain  me  under  the  heavy  burdens 
and  severe  trials  of  a representative  who  tried  to 
be  “worthy  of  his  hire.”  But,  this  winter,  I have 
been  prostrated  by  severce  sickness,  am  still  weak, 
and  am  but  just  fairly  recovering.  This  attack 
was,  in  part,  brought  on  by  excessive  exertion  and 
extreme  exposure,  during  the  month  of  December, 
whilst  endeavoring  to  prevent  a most  reckless  party 
attempt  to  disorganise  our  government  by  depriv- 
ing the  sovereign  state  of  New  Jersey  of  her  full 
and  constitutional  representation.  During  my  ill- 
ness, and  subsequent  absence  consequent  upon  it, 

I could  attend  to  no  business  in  the  house,  and, 
what  I chiefly  regret,  was  obliged  to  neglect  my 
correspondents.  The  number  of  my  unanswered 
letters  is  so  great  that  I despair  of  ever  responding 
to  many  of  my  friends,  and  1 am  sure  that  they 
will  excuse  me  when  I inform  them  that  that  num- 
ber exceeds  one  hundred  now  upon  my  table. 

To  answer,  onge  for  all,  several  of  these  fitters, 
addressed  (o  me  from  various  parts  of  my  district, 
is  the  main  object  of  this  circular. 

First.  I am  asked  whether  1 voted  for  what  i3 
called  Gordon’s  proposition  in  1835,  and  for  my 
explanation  of  that  vote. 

Secondly.  I am  told  the  report  is  circulated  in  my 
district  that  I had  said  I would  vote  for  the  sub- 
treasury  bill  at  this  session,  and  I am  asked  whe- 
ther this  be  true. 

Thirdly.  I am  also  told  it  is  reported  that  I said, 
some  time  last  fall,  I preferred  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
gen.  Harrison  for  the  presidency,  and  I am  asked 
whether  this  be  true. 

On  all  these  points  you  must  permit  me  to  be 
brief.  I will  be  categorical. 

As  to  the  Gordon  proposition:  Wednesday,  Fe- 
bruary the  11th,  1835,  I did  vote  for  that  proposi- 
tion, in  a minority  of  33,  all,  except  one,  opposi- 
tion members,  against  a majority  of  161,  embracing 
all,  except  one,  of  the  administration  party,  who 
voted  at  all.  The  explanation  of  that  vote  is  very 
plain  and  easy.  Under  the  same  circumstances, 
with  the  same  motives  which  governed  me,  and  the 
same  explanations  I made  on  the  floor  of  the  house 
at  the  time,  I would  again  give  the  same  vote. 
What  were  the  circumstances,  motives  and  expla- 
nations at  the  time? 

The  most  powerful  popular  art  which  the  presi- 
dent, in  1835,  employed  to  crush  the  re-charter  of 
the  United  States  bank,  which  institution  was  to 
expire  in  1836,  was  the  boastful  promise  then  held 
forth  by  himself  and  his  party  to  give  the  country 
“a  specie  currency,”  and  “a  hard  money  govern- 
ment,” by  “a  divorce  of  the  government  from  all 
banks.”  And,  be  it  remembered,  that  at  the  very 
time  these  professions  were  made,  the  president 
had  himself  assumed  to  form,  and  his  party  in  con- 
gress was  conspiring  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  law 
for,  that  very  combination  of  local  banks,  eighty  or 
ninety  in  number,  which  they  afterwards  did  es- 
tablish by  the  act  of  1836,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  notorious  Reuben  M.  Whitney;  a system  which, 
as  whiskey  doth  the  drunkard,  bloated  and  finally 
blew  up  our  currency,  after  debauching  the  go- 
vernment officers  with  a spirit  of  peculation  which 
I have  striven  for  years  as  hard  to  expose  as  they 
have  to  conceal,  and  after  ruining  thousands  of  the 
people  by  stimulating  that  rage  for  speculation 
which  the  president  and  his  party  have  since  su  in- 
solently denounced. 


Knowing  their  professions  at  the  time  to  be  false, 
hollow  anil  hypocritical,  as  I knew  their  real  de- 
signs to  be  foal  and  fatal  to  the  country,  I united 
heartly  with  my  opposition  friends  in  the  endeavor 
to  prevent  the  greater  evil  of  two,  and  to  demon- 
strate the  truth  of  our  convictions  as  to  the  pro- 
mises of  “the  party.”  Accordingly,  when  the 
house  proceeded,  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1835, 
to  consider  a proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Gamble, 
of  Georgia,  the  day  before,  and  which  seems  now 
to  be  forgotten  by  the  president  and  the  friends  of 
his  professed  policy,  to  wit: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  house  whether,  in 
his  opinion,  it  is  practicable  or  convenient  for  that 
department  to  collect,  safely  keep  and  disburse  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  States  without  the 
agency  of  a bank  or  banks,  and,  if  so,  to  report  to 
this  house  the  be3t  mode,  in  his  opinion,  by  which 
that  object  can  be  accomplished.” 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McKim  (a  prominent 
member  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 
a friend  of  the  administration)  that  the  said  resolu- 
tion do  lie  on  the  table.  And  the  question  being 
put  on  this  motion,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative: 
yeas  106,  nays  87.  The  administration  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  opposition,  my- 
self in  the  number,  in  the  negative.  This  was  the 
first  trial  of  their  sincerity. 

Monday,  January  the  5th,  1835,  Mr.  Gamble  re- 
newed his  proposition  in  another  form,  but  to  the 
same  effect,  and  it  was  allowed  to  be  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  “on  the  table.”  This  was  the  second 
test  of  their  sincerity. 

Tuesday,  February  10,  1835,  “the  house  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (No.  563) 
regulating  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  local  banks.”  A motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  that  the  said 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  same  as 
to  dispence  with  the  agency  or  instrumentality  of 
banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government. 
On  the  11th  of  February,  the  question  recurringon 
Mr.  Robertson’s  motion,  it  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  91,  nays  115;  every  opposition 
member,  including  myself,  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  entire  administration  parly,  excepting  absen- 
tees, in  the  negative.  This  was  the  third  test  of 
their  sincerity. 

Again,  the  question,  on  the  same  day,  recurred 
on  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gordon  to  amend  the 
said  bill  (No.  563)  by  striking  out  all  thereof  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  his  proposition, 
the  first  section  of  which  made  the  collectors,  at 

places  where  the  revenue  should  not  exceed 

dollars  per  annum,  the  agents  of  the  treasurer  to 
keep  and  disburse  the  same;  the  second  section  of 
which  provided  that,  at  all  places  where  the 
amount  of  public  revenue  collected  should  exceed 

the  sum  of dollars  per  annum,  there  should  be 

appointed  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  receivers  of  the  public 
revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  treasurer,  &c.;  and 
the  third  section  of  which  provided  that,  “from  and 

after  the  — day  of , the  whole  revenue  of 

the  United  States  derived  from  customs,  lands  or 
other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of 
the  United  States.”  This  amendment,  you  per- 
ceive, proposed  in  substance,  from  a day  to  be  spe- 
cified, to  divorce  the  government  from  all  banks, 
by  collecting,  keeping  and  disbursing  the  revenue, 
bv  the  hands  of  public  officers,  in  specie.  And  on 
the  question,  shall  the  bill  be  so  amended?  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  33,  nays  161.  Not  a 
member  of  the  administration  party,  except  James 
M.  H.  Beale,  of  Virginia,  voting  in  the  affirmative! 

I voted  in  the  affirmative;  and  this  was  the  fourth 
test  of  the  sincerity  of  “the  party”  in  their  profes- 
sions ot  divorce  from  banks  and  of  “gold  and  silver 
currency.” 

And  I now  declare  that  I would  not  have  voted 
for  either  of  these  propositions  if  there  had  been 
the  least  prospect  of  its  passage.  This  I expressly 
declared  to  general  Gordon,  in  relation  to  his  amend- 
ment, when  he  first  named  it  to  me;  this  I avowed 
on  the  floor  at  the  time,  taunting  the  administra- 
tion with  it3  duplicity;  this  I proclaimed  to  you, 
my  constituents,  immediately  on  my  return  home 
in  that  year;  this  explanation,  though  not  so  much 
in  extenso,  I gave  in  my  speech  on  the  sub-treasu- 
ry bill,  at  the  “called  session”  in  1837,  pamphlet 
copies  of  which  many  of  you  must  have;  and  this 
same  explanation  I alluded  to  last  fall,  at  Louisa 
court  house.  I believed  then  what  I now  know  of 
“the  party’s”  professions,  squared  with  their  prac- 
tices, then  and  now,  that  their  leaders  were  knaves; 
“saving  they  would  do  one  thing,  and  meaning  to 
do  another.” 

There  was  one  very  important  measure,  however, 
in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  for  which 
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I did  vote,  meaning  to  pass  it  in  good  earnest  and 
for  good  reasons.  Alter  gen.  Gordon’s  amendment 
had  failed,  Mr.  Binney,  a leading  opposition  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania,  seriously  offered  a series  of 
salutary  amendments,  which  were  intended  to  en- 
sure the  safety  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States  entrusted  to  their  safe- 
keeping. Among  others,  he  offered  the  amendment 
requiring  each  deposite  bank  “to  keep  in  its  vaults 
an  amount  of  specie,  which,  together  with  the  ba- 
lance of  all  its  accounts  with  specie  paying  banks, 
should  be  equal  to  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  its 
notes  and  bills  in  circulation,  and  its  public  and 
private  deposites.”  This  amendment,  with  the  aid 
of  some  six  administration  members,  was,  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1835,  passed  by  opposition  votes  in 
the  affirmative,  yeas  109,  nays  99,  I voting  in  the 
affirmative.  The  next  day,  Mr.  Plummer,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, an  administration  member,  moved  a recon- 
sideration ofthis  vote,  and  on  Thursday,  February 
191h  1835,  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Plummer  to  recousider,  it  was  put  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative,  yeas  119,  nays  109,  but  nine  ab- 
sentees of  those  who  had  appeared  during  the  ses- 
sion, and  the  vote  taken  alter  a call  of  the  house, 
the  entire  administration  party,  except  four,  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  specie 
clause,  which  had  once  passed,  and  which,  if  it  had 
become  a part  of  the  deposite  act,  w'ould  have  pro- 
vided the  greatest  security  against  those  terrible 
expansions  and  over  issues  which  the  president  has 
so  much  deprecated.  And  let  me  here  remark,  that 
after  the  action  on  these  amendments  of  Mr.  Bin- 
ney,  some  of  which  were  incorporated  in  the  bill 
then  proposed,  Mr.  Polk,  tile  administration  organ 
in  the  house,  never  again,  I believe,  called  up  that 
bill;  it  was  smothered  because  it  did  not  leave 
every  thing  discretionary  with  the  executive,  and 
the  country  was  without  a law  regulating  its  public 
deposites  until  July,  1836!  This  was,  therefore, 
a filth  instance  of  “the  party’s”  hypocrisy;  and  in 
this  they  had  not  ever,  the  pretext  that  we  were 
forcing  upon  them  measures  which  we  would  not 
ourseives  really  have  aided  them  in  passing.  And 
what  if  we  had,  in  the  other  instances,  been  press- 
ing upon  their  support  their  own  professed  favo- 
rites, could  they  complain?  Of  nothing,  but  that 
we  had  obtained  our  object,  to  demonstrate  the 
falsehood  of  their  professions!  So  much  for  the 
chapter  upon  the  events  of  1835. 

2d.  I now  come  to  the  second  question — upon 
the  sub-treasury  bill  proposed  to  this  congress.  In 
every  stage  of  that  abominable  measure,  I have  op- 
posed it,  am  utterly  opposed  to  it  in  any  shape 
still,  and  expect  to  oppose  it  “to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.”  Just  as  often  as  the  president  dares  to 
thrust  it  back  in  the  faces  of  the  people,  who  have 
thrice  rejected  it,  I will  vote  to  throw  it  back,  in- 
dignantly, at  the  head  of  the  dictator  whence  it 
sprung— not  “like  Minerva,  full  formed  and  per- 
fect, from  the  head  of  the  father  of  the  gods.”  This 
odious  measure  involves  now  not  only  the  issues 
of  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  but  the  issue,  solemn  to 
this  republic,  whether  the  president  shall  arrogant- 
ly prevail  against  congress  and  the  people?  But, 
what  have  I said?  I hare  ever  denounced  the  mea- 
sure. At  Louisa  court  house,  last  fall,  I used  this 
language: 

“In  1833  the  party  professed  the  metallic,  hard 
money  policy.  They  removed  the  deposites,  and 
instead  of  divorcing  the  government  from  the  banks 
then,  took  to  their  embraces  some  eighty  or  ninety 
local  pets;  stimulated  them  to  every  kind  of  excess; 
refused  to  pass  Mr.  Binriey’s  amendment  to  the  first 
proposed  deposite  law,  requiring  at  least  one-fifth 
of  the  amount  of  deposites  in  specie;  made  that  the 
pretext  of  passing  no  law;  refused  their  own  sub- 
treasury  scheme  in  1835,  in  the  form  of  gen.  Gor- 
don’s proposition,  for  which,  by  the  bye,  I voted,  in 
a minority  of  31  to  161,  for  no  other  reason  in  the 
world  than  to  demonstrate  the  hollowness  and  hy- 
pocrisy of  their  professions  for  a hard  money  go- 
vernment; and  for  which  I would  not  have  voted,  if 
there  had  been  the  least  danger  of  their  voting  for 
it,  and  redeeming  their  pledges  and  professions: 
they  never  passed  any  law  to  regulate  the  safe- 
keeping and  disbursing  the  public  money  until 
July,  1836;  that  law  gave  them  entire  discretion, 
without  limitation  or  restriction:  from  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  all  the  while, ‘the  party’ in  all  or 
most  of  the  state  legislatures  were  multiplying, 
without  stint  or  limit,  state  banks  upon  the  loosest 
system  of  credit,  and  in  a lew’  years  they  had  in- 
creased local  bank  capital  three-fold,  springing  up 
like  fungus  sprouts  flora  the  stump  of  the°Umted 
States  bank:  on  the  10th  of  May,  1837,  their  entire 
system  fell  with  a tremendous  crash,  and  threaten- 
ed every  interest  in  the  country:  the  banks  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  and  were,  together  with 
the  entire  credit  system,  denounced  and  dishonored 
by  the  government:  all,  or  most  of  our  embarrass- 


ments were  ascribed  actually  to  the  law  of  1836,  and 
from  that  time  to  this  the  treasury  of  the  U.  States 
has  been  actually  out  of  the  keeping  of  law!  From 
1835,  (October),  to  the  present  moment,  law  has 
reigned  less  than  ten  months  in  a period  of  six 
years!  The  law  reigned  from  July,  1836,  to  the 
10th  of  May,  1837,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  time  the 
executive  has  been  sole  dictator!  Has  one  honest, 
intelligent  freeman  in  ten  reflected  upon  this  one 
fact,  that  we  are  a republic  without  the  reign  of  law? 

“But  the  sub-treasury  has  been  proposed — that  is, 
after  general  Jackson  had  claimed  that  the  treasury 
belonged  to  the  executive,  to  the  president  and  his 
subordinates  in  office,  his  eyes  and  arms,  he  asked, 
boldly,  that  the  legislative  department  (congress) 
should  yield  to  the  demand  to  give  up  to  him  and 
his  subs  the  custody  and  control  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, by  law,  whilst  the  constitution  remained  un- 
changed vesting  it  in  congress!  Without  the  law, 
by  usurpation  and  by  use  and  abuse,  he  had  it  al- 
ready but  wished  his  title  clearly  confirmed  and  es- 
tablished by  law — by  the  consent  of  the  opposing, 
checking,  balancing,  co-ordinate  department  in 
which  the  trust  has  been  sacredly  reposed  by  the 
constitution!  And  from  that  time  to  this  the  con- 
test has  been  waging  whether  the  president  or  con- 
gress shall  prevail.  His  demand  has  been  thrice 
rejected,  and  yet  his  sub-tieasury  is  and  has  been  in 
actual  operation  by  his  mere  power,  ‘notwithstand- 
ing the  lamentations  here  and  elsewhere.’ 

“Like  the  first  experiment.it  exists  without  law’; 
it  has  failed  already,  before  sanctioned  by  law;  it  is 
as  hypocritical  as  the  first,  in  professing  and  pre- 
tending to  desire  a specie  currency;  and  I venture 
to  predict  that  it  will  be  with  the  second — the  sub- 
treasury— experiment,  as  it  was  with  the  first — the 
pet  bank  experiment;  that,  as  soon  as  it  is  sanction- 
ed by  law,  it  will  be  made  to  fail,  or  be  acknow- 
ledged to  have  failed;  that  the  law  will  be  blamed 
for  its  failure,  and  it  will  be  denounced  and  aban- 
doned. What  then?  They  have  other  alternatives. 
The  country,  as  yet,  knows  of  but  three.  The 
United  States  bank  has  failed,  or  they  say  it  did; 
the  pet  bank  system  has  failed;  and  the  sub-treasury 
system  has  already  failed  in  their  hands,  if  the  de- 
falcation of  nearly  one  hundred  sub-treasury  col- 
lectors, receivers  and  disbursers  who  have  Swart- 
wouted,  and  the  loss  of  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  last  few  years  may  be  called  a failure; 
and  the  best  system  in  the  wit  of  man  to  devise 
would  necessarily  fail  in  such  hands;  and  how  any 
honest  friend  of  the  sub-treasury  could  think  of 
trusting  the  present  dynasty  with  his  favorite 
scheme  of  finance,  I cannot  imagine.  But  what 
then,  when  all  these  fail?  There  are  two  alterna- 
tives yet;  one  of  which  the  president  has  had  all  the 
while  in  force,  and  the  other  he  may  have  been 
aiming  at. 

“They  tell  us  there  are  but  ‘three  alternatives;’ 
that  two  of  the  three  are  exploded,  and  the  third  is 
the  last  left  to  be  tried.  With  this  fly  of  an  excuse, 
they  have  caught  some  honest  whig  gudgeons. 
What  else  can  we  do?  say  the  Fort  Hill  whigs.  Do 
not  these  gulls  of ‘sinkers  and  swimmers’ know  that 
there  are  at  least  five  alternatives?  And  have  they 
not  had  intimations  in  time  that  the  administration 
does  not,  and  never  did,  mean  to  pass  the  sub-trea- 
sury with  a specie  clause?  That  there  is  a fourth 
alternative — the  treasury  bank  system,  to  which  the 
treasury  note  bills  are  already  using  and  familiariz- 
ing the  minds  of  the  people?  Did  not  the  president 
clearly  declare,  in  his  last  message,  that  the  go- 
vernment— that  is,  the  executive,  should  be  left  to 
use  banks  or  not,  notwithstanding  the  denunciation 
of  banks,  in  his  discretion?  Has  he  not  lately  been 
using  banks  again,  with  a vengeance,  in  the  New 
York  city  elections?  Will  he  dare  to  recommend 
again  a specie  clause  sub-treasury?  Wiii  iiis  party 
in  the  next  congress  vote  for  such  a measure?  If 
they  will,  I will.  But  lastly,  if  they  are  not  aiming 
at  a nominal  sub-treasury  for  a temporary  triumph, 
then  to  make  it  fail,  and  then  to  recommend  a trea- 
sury bank  upon  its  ruins,  have  Ihey  still  not  got 
their  fifth  alternative — that  which  they  have  had  all 
along — that  under  which  they  best  thrive — ‘the 
system,  no  system?’  That  they  will  have  at  all 
events,  without  the  reign  of  the  law,  and  that, 
above  all,  they  prefer.  Under  any  of  their  systems 
will  executive  power  and  patronage  be  fearfully 
aggrandized;  but  under  this  ‘no  system  system,’  in 
the  midst  of ‘confusion  worse  confounded,’  disorder 
piled  on  ruin,  will  plunder  and  corruption  thrive 
most!  And  it  is  from  this  licentious  ‘system  no 
system,’  gentlemen,  which  the  administration  has 
pursued,  is  pursuing  and  will  pursue,  that  all  of 
these  ‘treasury  frauds’ have  sprung  up  like  dragon’s 
teeth!” 

On  the  11th  instant  I took  occasion  to  speak  to 
you  on  this  subject  again  through  the  house,  and 
gave  you  the  report  of  the  Intelligencer  of  the  16th 


inst.  which,  by  the  bye,  I must  say  is  a very  im- 
perfect sketch  of  what  I did  say,  and  was  never 
reviewed  or  corrected  by  me,  but  it  is  sufficient  for 
my  present  purpose. 

“Mr.  Wise  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks, 
of  which  the  reporter  give  only  so  much  as  he 
thought  he  heard  with  certainty,  not  interfering 
with  other  parts.  Mr.  W.  said,  it  was  now  the  11th 
of  March;  and  no  matter  w hat  might  be  the  reason 
for  the  fact,  it  was  the  fact,  that  whilst  the  country 
W'as  in  an  unexampled  state  of  depression — whilst 
every  limb  of  almost  every  man,  woman  and  child 
in  the  land  was  paralyzed  by  oppression — whilst  a 
whole  nation  was  crying  out  tor  relief,  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  (composed  of  the  friends  of 
the  administration — organized  as  the  executive 
committee),  wilhout  any  reason  which  oustht  to 
have  weight,  had  not  even  considered  this  great  pa- 
nacea, as  it  was  said  to  be,  for  all  the  difficulties  in 
which  this  people  wrere  involved;  but  that  the  mea- 
sure, the  bill  that  might  have  been  concocted  in  the 
executive  chamber,  and  that  had  passed  the  senate, 
was  the  bill  to  be  considered  here.  The  senate,  by 
custom,  (and  soon,  he  supposed,  it  would  be  by 
prerogative),  originated  every  thing — almost  the 
revenue  bills  themselves.  Had  there  been  a solita- 
ry motion  made  to  consider  the  subject  either  by  a 
reference  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  oi  in  this  house?  Not  one,  so  far  as  he 
knew.  ***** 

“Mr.  W.  after  alluding  to  the  recent  proceedings 
in  the  New  Jersey  election,  proceeded  to  say — you 
are  now  organized;  you  have  now  your  house  of 
representatives,  lawfully  or  unlawfully  secured. 
Now  use  your  strength.  This  day,  the  day  after 
you  are  organized,  I call  upon  yon  to  do  it.  1 say 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vander- 
poe?],and  I am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  say- 
ing the  same  to  my  constituents,  because  remarks 
w'hicb  I have  made  elsewhere  have  been  misun- 
derstood, 1 dare  the  administration  to  give  us 
the  sub-treasury — that  sub-treasury  which  they 
professed  to  propose — which  will  divorce  the  banks 
from  the  state.  Give  us  your  specie  sub-treasury 
— your  gold  and  silver  bill;  and,  if  you  will  vote 
for  it,  I will  vote  for  it.  Your  professions  have 
been  hypocritical  from  the  beginning.  You  never 
intended  what  you  professed  to  give  to  this  people 
— a hard  money  bill — the  immediate  collection  of 
your  revenue  from  lands  and  customs  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  your  immediate  disbursements  in  gold 
and  silver.  Give  it  to  us.  Down  with  the  banks. 
If  you  dare,  1 dare.  I wouid  almost  have  my  right 
arm  placed  in  the  flames,  and  suffer  any  bodily  tor- 
ture, sooner  than  I would  torture  my  constituents 
in  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  would  torture  them 
and  the  whole  nation.  I would  not  do  this  if  I 
thought  you  would  meet  me.  But  you  will  not. 
The  senate  bill  contains  not  the  sub-treasury  w hich 
you  have  recommended.  Gentlemen  may  hector 
and  boast.  Expedite  this  measure — give  it  to  the 
country — and  it  will  not  be  a sub-treasury.  It  will 
be  what  many  weaker  men  than  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Everett]  can  demonstrate  to  be, 
any  thing  but  a sub-treasury.  You  will  give  us  a 
government  bank — a paper  currency — a govern- 
ment paper  issue — checks,  drafts — any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver.  I say,  therefore,  I never  expect 
to  vote  fora  sub-treasury.” 

Now,  I would  ask,  “if  this  kind  of  support  can  be 
called  the  backing  of  its  friends,  what  sort  of  oppo- 
sition ought  we  to  expect  from  its  enemies?”  My 
support  of  a sub  treasury  is  something,  methinks, 
like  a certain  kind  of  compliment,  yclepped,  in 
homely  phrase,  “back-handed.”  But,  if  what  I 
have  quoted  needs  explanation,  I will  proceed  to  be 
more  explicit. 

I ir.£2nt  bvall  this  to  say  that  the  president  and  the 
leaders  of  li'is  party  are  political  hypocrites  still. 
They  make  the  same  professions  now  which  they  did 
in  1835;  “divorce  of  government  from  banks,  and  the 
immediate  collection,  safe  keeping  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  by  the  hands  of  go- 
vernment officers,  in  specie.”  This  is  the  true  de- 
finition of  a bona  fide  sub-treasury,  such  as  they 
profess  to  recommend  to  the  honest  anti-bank, 
strict  constructionists,  particularly  of  the  south. 
And  this  measure,  thus  defined,  is  precisely  what 
they  never  intended,  and  will  never  pass  into  a law. 
To  prove  their  hypocrisy  again,  as  in  1835,  I have 
challenged  them,  in  my  place,  to  a vote  upon  such  a 
proposition,  and  dared  to  pledge  it  my  support,  in 
perfect  confidence  that  I was  safe  in  making  a 
pledge  which  they  will  never  call  on  me  to  redeem 
— a pledge  which,  if  I had  not  been  sure  would 
never  compel  me  to  vote  for  a sub-treasury  bill  in 
any  form,  I would  never  have  made  any  sooner 
than  I would  have  committed  an  act  “felo  de  se” 
by  taking  arsenic.  They  themselves  know  that 
their  professed  policy  would  be  impracticable  and 
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' ruinous  in  the  extreme,  and  they  use  it  only  to 
cloak  real  designs  more  dark  and  dangerous.  As 
in  1835,  when  they  made  these  same  unblushing 
professions  of  a “metallic  currency”  and  “hard 
money  government,”  they  were  then  intending  and 
concocting  the  infamous  pet  bank  system,  with  its 
intoxicating  stimulus  to  trade,  its  expansions  and 
contractions,  its  over-issues  amt  “shin  plaster” 
paper,  its  temptations  to  fiaud  in  government  offi- 
cers, to  speculation  in  the  people,  with  its  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  and  final  explosion; 
so,  now,  with  the  very  same  professions  in  tfieir 
mouths,  they  are,  at  this  very  moment,  intending 
and  concocting,  in  fact  have  proposed,  by  a senate 
bill,  a treasury  bank  instead  of  a bona  fide  sub- 
treasury as  defined  with  big  bank  notes  in  the  shape 
of  treasury  notes  and  government  drafts,  checks, 
and  paper  in  every  form  for  circulation,  with  its 
discounts  and  deposites,  its  millions  of  expansions 
and  contractions  as  government  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures may  fluctuate  and  vary,  and  with  all  its 
colossal  machinery  of  despotism — despotism  over 
trade  and  over  the  freedom  of  opinion — wielded  by 
its  many  headed  monster,  party,  of  which  Van 
Buren,  Benton,  Kendall,  Calhoun,  Coalition  &.  Co. 
are  to  be  president  and  directors! 

I do  trust  that  none  of  my  beloved  constituents  will 
be  caught  by  this  trap,  set  by  a party  which  always 
professes  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  it  means  to 
do,  and,  though  some  of  them  may  be  deceived  and 
misled,  I still  more  fervently  pray  that  our  country 
may  escape  with  its  laws  and  its  liberties  all  sale, 
all  preserved  in  the  Providence  of  God,  to  be  hand- 
ed down  to  another  generation. 

Third.  In  response  to  the  inquiry,  whether  I 
ever  said  that  I preferred  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  gene- 
ral Harrison,  I can  but  express  astonishment  that 
such  a report  was  ever  put  in  circulation.  I can- 
not conceive  of  but  one  way  in  which  it  could  have 
originated,  f greatly  preferred  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Clay  to  that  of  general  Harrison,  for  reasons 
which  1 need  not  now  give,  ()ut  which  were  satis- 
factory to  my  own  mind.  And,  in  comparing  the 
claims  of  these  two,  Harrison  and  Clay,  I may  have 
uttered  some  extravagant  expression,  from  which 
the  mistake  arose,  that  I would  prefer  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  general  Harrison.  An  egregious  mistake 
it  was.  Indeed,  if  I ever  uttered  such  a preference 
in  a careless  mood,  I never  entertained  it  in  reality 
a moment.  On  the  contrary,  hundreds,  if  not 
thousands,  of  my  constituents  may  remember  well 
the  expression  I have  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of 
times  used  publicly,  in  their  presence,  that  “I 
would  choose  any  decent  while  man  in  the  nation 
to  be  president  in  preference  to  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren.” 

And  now  I add,  with  great  pleasure,  that  as  soon 
as  general  Harrison’s  nomination  was  made,  I im- 
mediately acquiesced  in  it;  and,  comparatively  ig- 
norant before  of  bis  merits  and  pretensions  for  the 
presidency,  I have  since  carefully  studied  his  life, 
and  I can,  with  the  evidence  of  history  before  me, 
and  with  the  sincerest  convictions  of  the  truth  of 
what  I say,  declare  that  I believe  there  is  not  a 
man  of  our  country  now  living  who  can  point  to  a 
life  of  greater  usefulness  and  of  more  distinguish- 
ed public  services,  both  civil  and  military,  than 
gen.  William  Henry  Harrison.  The  limits  of  this 
address  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  upon  the  proofs, 
but  I refer  to  the  history  of  the  country,  before, 
and  during  and  since  the  last  war,  a great  part  of 
which  is  his  history,  to  prove  him  a patriot,  a suc- 
cessful soldier,  a republican  of  the  plain,  strict,  stern 
school;  a statesman  of  enlarged  views,  looking  to 
his  “whole  country,”  and  to  all  its  parts,  for  prac- 
tical wisdom;  a benefactor  of  all  its  parts  ever  en- 
trusted to  his  guardianship  and  care;  a scholar,  a 
writer,  an  honest  man,  and  a gentleman,  alike  be- 
loved in  his  private,  and  gloriously  renowned  in  his 
public  life.  What  more  can  be  said  of  any  man? 
Why,  if  you  will  listen  to  the  blind  partisans  or 
hireling  minions  of  “power  and  the  spoils,”  much 
more  can  be  said  of  him.  He  is,  if  they  are  to  be 
believed,  and  a patriotic  people  will  permit  a hoary 
patriot  to  be  belied  in  their  presence — “a  vain, 
weak  old  man,  a petticoat  general,  who  at  one  time 
voted  to  sell  free  white  men  at  auction,  and  at 
another  time  to  abolish  the  slavery  of  bond  black 
men;  who  is  poor,  lives  in  a log  cabin,  drinks  hard 
cider,  and  would  make  a granny  president!”  Such 
will,  doubtless,  be  said  of  him  to  you.  All  of  these 
charges  I have  not  time  nor  space  to  notice  now; 
but  in  relation  to  the  charge  of  abolition  against 
him,  1 refer  you  to  his  votes  upon  the  Missouri 
question,  to  his  votes  upon  the  admission  of  slaves 
into  Arkansas,  and  to  his  course  in  Indiana  touch- 
ing slavery;  I refer  you  to  his  letter  to  his  consti- 
tuents in  1822,  and  to  his  Vincennes  speech.  And, 
if  ail  this  will  not  satisfy  you,  never  let  him,  in  his 
declining  days,  revisit  the  tomb  of  his  father,  old 
Benjamin  Harrison,  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of 


Independence  and  a slave  bolder,  whose  bones  lie 
buried  under  the  sod  of  Virginia,  and  whose  faith 
his  son  has  deserted;  and  scout  from  old  Williams- 
burg, and  out  of  my  district,  our  friend,  and  neigh- 
bor, and  fellow-sinner  in  slavery,  John  Tyler,  for 
permitting  his  name  to  be  put  upon  the  same  ticket 
with  that  of  such  an  abolitionist;  not,  however, 
until  after  you  have  helped,  with  all  your  might,  to 
turn  Martin  Van  Buren  out  of  the  presidency  for 
his  instructions  to  Rufus  King  upon  thatsame  Mis- 
souri question,  lor  his  votes  in  the  New  York  con- 
vention to  give  to  free  negroes  the  elective  fran- 
chise, and  for  not,  even  “with  the  lights  before 
him,”  denying  the  power  to  congress  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

And  if  any  party  logician  informs  you  that  a 
certain  William  Slaite,  of  Vermont,  who  is  an 
ultra  abolitionist,  belongs  to  the  whig  party',  and 
that,  therefore,  the  whig  party  is  the  abolition  party, 
I pray  you  to  ask  that  good  Van  Buren  friend  of 
the  south,  whoever  he  may  be,  to  please  to  devise 
some  means  in  his  wisdom,  even  if  it  be  to  memo- 
rialize the  Van  Buren  legislature  of  Ohio  who  put 
him  in  his  place,  to  turn,  “neck  and  heel,”  out  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  that  infamous  infi- 
del, Benjamin  Tappan,  who  openly  declared  to 
James  Collier,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Ohio,  (see 
the  Madisonian  of  March  19,  1840,  containing 
their  testimony),  that  he  disapproved  of  the  course 
of  a committee  of  the  state  abolition  society  of 
Ohio,  because  their  means  were  peaceable;  “but 
(said  he)  1 told  them  if  they  wanted  $500  to  pur- 
chase arms  and  ammunition  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  blacks,  that  they  might  free  themselves,  1 
would  give  them  the  money;”  and  when  asked  if 
he,  standing  on  one  bank  of  the  Ohio  river,  should 
see  the  slaves  rise  up  against  their  masters  in  Vir- 
ginia on  the  other  side,  would  not  cross  to  give  as- 
sistance to  save  white  men,  women  and  children, 
his  friends  and  acquaintances,  from  murder  and  all 
the  horrors  of  servile  insurrection,  replied,  “no,  by 
God!  I would  not,  and  would  disinherit  any  child  I 
have  that  would  go!”  1,  your  representative  am 
pained  to  sit  in  the  same  capitol  with  such  a wretch, 
who  has  not  dared  to  contradict  this  statement, 
made  to  a member  of  congress,  and  published  in 
this  city  in  his  almost  immediate  presence. 

And  I beg  you  further  to  demand  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  his  friends  to  break  up  their  fountains 
of  abolition  types  in  the  north — the  Emancipator 
and  its  fellow  presses,  their  most  efficient  friends 
and  advocates,  and  the  worst  enemies  of  the  south 
— before  they  call  upon  you  to  oppose  the  election 
of  general  Harrison  because  he  is  an  abolitionist, 
or  to  support  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  be- 
cause he  is  “a  northern  man  with  southern  prin- 
ciples!” 

This  circular  is  already  extended  further  than  I 
meant  when  I began.  I am  still  weak  in  health, 
and  must  stop.  I request  some  friend  to  read  this 
to  the  people  of  my  district,  wherever  and  when- 
ever they  may  be  found  assembled.  I will  endea- 
vor to  send  copies  to  most  of  them;  will  talk  to 
them  about  many  other  matters  when  we  meet 
“face  to  face;”  and  in  the  mean  time  am  their  de- 
voted public  servant,  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  ON  THE 
TREATY  WITH  THE  NEW  YORK  INDIANS. 

Friday , January  3.  Mr.  While,  of  Tennessee, 
presented  a communication  directed  to  him.  and 
signed  by  Daniel  Two-Guns  and  others  as  chiefs, 
sachems,  &c.  of  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians,  al- 
ledging that  unfair  means  were  practised  in  obtain- 
ing the  assent  of  those  Indians  to  a treaty  con- 
cluded with  them,  of  which  they  have  proof,  and 
requesting  that  no  action  be  had  on  said  treaty  un- 
til their  arrival  at  Washington. 

The  said  communication  was  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  White,  of  Tennessee, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  January  14.  The  followin"  message 
was  received  from  the.  president  of  the  U.  States, 
by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  secretary: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

I aaain  submit  to you  the  amended  treaty  of  June 
11,  1S3S,  with  the  New  York  Indians.  It  is  ac- 
companied by  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a coun- 
cil held  with  them  at  Cattaraugus,  on  the  13th  and 
14th  days  of  August,  1839,  at  which  were  present 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
gen.  H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  its  commissioner;  by  vari- 
ous documentary  testimony,  and  by  a memorial 
presented  in  behalf  of  the  several  committees  on 
Indian  concerns  appointed  by  the  four  yearly 
meetings  of  Friends  of  Genesee,  New  York,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Baltimore.  In  the  latter  document 
the  memorialists  not  only  insist  upon  the  irre- 


gularity and  illegality  of  the  negociation,  but  urge 
a variety  of  considerations,  which  appear  to  them 
to  be  very  conclusive,  against  the  policy  of  the  re- 
moval itself.  The  motives  by  which  they  have  been 
induced  to  take  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  subject 
are  frankly  set  forth,  and  are,  doubtless,  of  the  most 
beneficent  character.  They  have,  however,  failed 
to  remove  my  decided  conviction  that  the  proposed 
removal,  if  it  can  be  accomplished  by  proper  means, 
will  be  alike  beneficial  to  the  Indians,  to  the  state 
in  which  the  land  is  situated,  and  to  the  more  ge- 
neral interest  of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject 
of  Indian  afFairs. 

The  removal  of  the  New  York  Indians  is  not 
only  important  to  the  tribes  themselves,  but  to  an 
interesting  portion  of  western  New  York,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  growung  city  of  Buffalo,  which  is 
surrounded  by  lands  occupied  by  the  Senecas.  To 
the  Indians,  themselves,  it  presents  the  only  pros- 
pect of  preservation.  Surrounded  as  they  are,  by 
all  the  influences  which  work  their  destruction,  by 
temptation  they  cannot  resist,  and  artifices  they 
cannot  counteract,  they  are  rapidly  declining,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  philanthropic  efforts  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  it  is  believed  that  where  they  are, 
they  must  soom  become  extinct;  and  to  this  portion 
ofourcountry  the  extraordinary  spectacle  is  present- 
ed, of  densely  populated  and  highly  improved  set- 
tlements, inhabited  by  industrious,  moral  and  re- 
spectable citizens,  divided  by  a wilderness,  on  one 
side  of  which  is  a city  of  more  than  twenty  thou- 
sand souls,  whose  advantageous  position  in  every 
other  respect,  and  great  commercial  prospects, 
would  insure  its  rapid  increase  in  population  and 
wealth,  if  not  retarded  by  the  circumstance  of  a na- 
turally fertile  district  remaining  a barren  waste  in 
its  immediate  vicinity.  Neither  does  it  appear  just 
to  those  who  are  entitled  to  the  fee  simple  of  the 
land,  and  who  have  paid  a part  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney, that  they  should  suffer  from  the  waste  which 
is  constantly  committed  upon  their  reversionary 
rights,  and  the  great  deterioration  of  the  land  con- 
sequent upon  such  depredations,  without  any  cor- 
responding advantage  to  the  Indian  occupants. 

The  treaty,  too,  is  recommended  by  the  liberali- 
ty of  its  provisions.  The  cession  contained  in  the 
first  article  embraces  the  right,  title  and  interest, 
secured  to  “the  Six  Nations  of  New  York  Indians, 
and  St.  Regis  tribe,”  in  lands  at  Green  Bay,  by  the 
Monominie  treaty  of  8th  February,  1831,  the  sup- 
plement thereto  of  the  17th  of  same  month,  and  the 
conditions  upon  which  they  were  ratified  by  the  se- 
nate, except  a tract  on  which  a part  of  the  New 
York  Indians  now  reside.  The  Menominie  treaty 
assigned  them  500,000  acres,  coupled  with  the 
orignal  condition  that  they  should  remove  to  them 
within  three  years  after  the  date  of  the  treaty,  mo- 
dified by  the  supplement  so  as  to  empower  the  pre- 
sident to  prescribe  the  term  within  which  they 
should  remove  to  the  Green  Bay  lands,  and  that,  if 
they  neglected  to  do  so  within  the  period  limited, 
so  much  of  the  land  as  should  be  unoccupied  by 
them  at  the  termination  thereof  should  revert  to  the 
United  States.  To  these  lands  the  New  York  In- 
dians claimed  title,  which  was  resisted,  and  for 
quieting  the  controversy,  by  the  treaty  of  1831,  the 
United  States  paid  a large  consideration,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that,  by  using  the  power  given  in  the  trea- 
ty, the  executive  might  put  an  end  to  the  Indian 
claim.  Instead  of  this  harsher  measure,  for  a grant 
of  all  their  interest  in  Wiskonsin,  which,  deduct- 
ing the  land  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  New  York 
Indians,  amounts  to  about  435,000  acres,  the  treaty 
as  amended  by  the  senate  gives  1,824,000  acres  of 
land  in  the  west,  and  the  sum  of  $400,000  for  their 
removal  and  subsistence,  foreducation  and  agricul- 
tural purposes,  the  erection  of  mills  and  the  neces- 
sary houses,  and  the  promotion  of  the  mechanic 
arts.  Besides,  there  arespecial  money  provisions 
for  the  Cayugas,  the  Onondagas,  the  Oneidas,  of 
New  York,  the  Tuscororas  and  St.  Regis  Indians, 
and  an  engagement  to  receive  from  Ogden  and 
Fellows,  for  the  Senecas,  $202,000,  to  invest 
$100,000  of  thi3  sum  in  safe  stocks,  and  to  distri- 
bute $102,000  among  the  owners  of  improvements 
in  New  York  according  to  an  appraisement;  to  sell 
for  the  Tuscaroras,  5,000  acres  of  land  they  hold  in 
Niagara  county,  New  York,  and  to  invest  the  pro- 
ceeds, exclusive  of  what  may  be  received  for  im- 
provements, “the  income  from  which  shall  be  paid 
to  the  nation  at  their  new  homes  annually;  and  the 
money  which  shall  be  received  for  improvements  on 
said  lands  shall  be  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  improve- 
ments when  the  lands  are  sold.”  These  are  the  sub- 
stantial parts  of  the  treaty,  and  are  so  careful  oflndian 
advantage,  that  one  might  suppose  they  would  be 
satisfactory  to  those  most  anxious  for  their  welfare. 
The  right  they  cede  could  be  extinguished  by  a 
course  that  treaty  provisions  justify  and  authorise; 
so  long  as  they  persevere  in  their  determination  to 
remain  in  New  York,  it  is  of  no  service  to  them, 
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and  for  this  naked  right  it  is  seen  what  the  United 
States  propose  to  give  them,  besides  the  sum  of 
$202,000,  which  will  be  due  from  the  purchasers  of 
their  occupant  right  to  the  Senecas,  and  $9,600  to 
the  Tuscaroras,  for  their  title  to  1,920  acres  of  land 
in  Ontario  county,  New  York,  exclusive  of  the 
5,000  acres  above  mentioned. 

But  while  such  are  my  views  in  respect  to  the 
measure  itself,  and  while  I shall  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  labor  for  its  accomplishment,  by  the  proper 
use  of  all  the  means  that  are  or  shall  be  placed  at 
my  disposal  by  congress,  I am,  at  the  same  time, 
equally  desirous  to  avoid  the  use  of  any  which  are 
inconsistent  with  those  principles  of  benevolence 
and  justice,  which  I,  on  a former  occasion,  endea- 
vored to  show,  have, in  the  main,  characterised  the 
dealings  of  the  federal  government  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  from  the  administration  of  president  Wash- 
ington to  the  present  period.  The  obstacles  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  grow  out  of  the  following 
considerations.  The  amended  treaty  was  returned 
to  me,  by  your  body,  at  the  close  ol  its  last  session, 
accompanied  by  a resolution  setting  forth  that, 
“whenever  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  assent  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of 
Indians  has  been  given  to  the  amended  treaty  of 
June  11,  1838,  with  the  New  York  Indians,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  resolution  of 
the  11/A  of  June,  1838,  the  senate  recommended  that 
the  president  make  proclamation  of  said  treaty,  and 
carry  the  same  into  effect.”  The  resolution  of  the 
11th  of  June,  1838,  “provided  that  the  said  treaty 
shall  have  no  force  or  effect  whatever,  as  relates  to 
any  of  the  said  tribes,  nations  or  bands  of  N.  York 
Indians,  nor  shall  it  be  understood  that  the  senate 
have  assented  to  any  of  the  contracts  connected 
with  it,  until  the  same,  with  the  amendments  here- 
in proposed,  is  submitted  and  fully  explained  by  the 
commissioner  of  the  United  Stated  to  each  of  the 
said  tiibes  or  bands,  separately  assembled  in  council, 
and  they  have  given  their  free  and  voluntary  con- 
sent thereto.”  The  amended  treaty  was  submitted 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  several  tribes,  and  its  provisions 
explained  to  them  in  council.  A majority  of  the 
chiefs  of  each  of  the  tribes  of  New  York  Indians 
signed  the  treaty  in  council,  except  the  Senecas. 
Of  them  only  sixteen  signed  in  council,  thirteen 
signed  at  the  commissioner’s  office,  and  two,  who 
were  confined  by  indisposition,  at  home.  This  was 
reported  to  the  war  department  in  October,  1838, 
and  in  January,  1839,  a final  return  ofthe  proceed- 
ings ofthe  commissioner  was  made,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  forty-one  signatures  of  chiefs,  including 
six  out  of  the  eight  sachems  of  the  nation,  had  been 
affixed  to  the  treaty.  The  numberof  chiefs  ofthe 
Seneca  nation,  entitled  to  act  for  the  people,  is  va- 
riously estimated  from  seventy-four  to  eight}',  and 
by  some  at  a still  higher  number.  Thus  it  appears 
that,  estimating  the  number  of  chiefs  at  eighty, 
and  it  is  believed  there  are  at  least  that  number, 
there  was  only  a bare  majority  of  them  who  signed 
the  treaty,  and  only  sixteen  gave  their  assent  to  it 
in  council.  The  secretary  of  war  w as,  under  these 
circumstances,  directed  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  the 
New  York  Indians  in  council,  in  order  to  ascertain, 
if  possible,  the  views  of  the  several  tribes,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  Senecas,  in  relation  to  the  amended 
treaty.  He  did  so  in  the  month  of  August  last, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  that  council 
are  herewith  submitted.  Much  opposition  was  ma- 
nifested by  party  ofthe  Senecas,  and  from  some 
cause  or  other  some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  other  tribes, 
who  had  in  former  councils  consented  to  the  treaty, 
appeared  to  be  now  opposed  to  it.  Documents 
were  presented,  showing  that  some  of  the  Seneca 
chiefs  had  received  assurances  of  remuneration 
from  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  provided  they  as- 
sented to  the  treaty,  and  used  their  influence  to  ob- 
tain that  of  the  nation,  while  testimony  was  offered 
on  the  other  side  to  prove  that  many  had  been  de- 
terred from  signing  and  taken  part  in  favor  of  the 
treaty  by  threats  of  violence,  which,  from  the  late 
intelligence  of  the  cruel  murders  committed  upon 
the  signers  ofthe  Cherokee  treaty,  produced  a pa- 
nic  among  the  partisans  of  that  now  under  consi- 
deration. Whatever  may  have  been  the  means  used 
by  those  interested  in  the  fee  simple  of  these  lands 
to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Indians,  it  appears  from 
the  disinterested  and  important  testimony  of  the 
commissioner  appointed  by  the  stale  of  Massachu- 
setts that  the  agent  of  the  government,  Mr.  Gillet, 
acted  throughout  with  the  utmost  fairness;  and  ge- 
neral  Dearborn  declares  himself  to  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that,  were  it  not  for  the  unremitted  and 
disingenuous  exertions  of  a certain  numberof  white 
men,  who  are  actuated  by  their  private  interests  to 
induce  the  chiefs  not  to  assent  to  the  treaty,  it 
would  immediately  have  been  approved  by  an  im- 
mense majority — an  opinion  which  he  reiterated  at 
Cattaraugus.  Statements  were  presented  to  the 
secretary  of  war  at  Cattaraugus,  to  show  that  a vast 


majority  of  the  New  York  Indians  were  adverse  to 
the  treaty,  but  no  reasonable  doubt  exists  that  the 
same  influence  which  obtained  this  expression  of 
opinion  would,  if  exerted  with  equal  zeal  on  the 
other  side,  have  produced  a directly  opposite  effect, 
and  shown  a large  majority  in  favor  of  emigration. 
But  no  advance  towards  obtaining  the  assent  ofthe 
Seneca  tribe  to  the  amended  treaty,  in  council,  was 
made,  nor  can  the  assent  of  a majority  of  them  in 
council  be  now  obtained.  In  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee ofthe  senate  upon  the  subject  of  this  treaty, 
of  the  28th  of  Feb.  last,  it  is  stated,  as  follows:  “But 
it  is  in  vain  to  contend  that  the  signatures  of  the  last 
ten,  which  were  obtained  on  the  second  mission,  or 
of  the  three  who  have  sent  on  their  assent  lately,  is 
such  a signing  as  was  contemplated  by  the  resolution 
of  the  senate.  It  is  competent,  however,  for  the  se- 
nate to  waive  the  usual  and  customary  forms  in  this 
instance,  and  consider  fhe  signatures  of  these  last 
thirteen  as  good  as  though  they  had  been  obtained 
in  open  council.  But  the  committee  cannot  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  such  a practice  in  making 
treaties,  for  divers  good  reasons,  which  must  be 
obvious  to  the  senate;  and  among  those  reasons, 
against  these  secret  individual  negociations,  is  the 
distrust  created  that  the  chiefs  so  acting  are  doing 
what  a majority  of  their  people  do  not  "approve  of, 
or  else  that  they  are  improperly  acted  upon  by  bri- 
bery, or  threats,  or  unfair  influences.  In  this  case 
we  have  most  ample  illustrations.  Those  opposed 
to  the  treaty  accuse  several  of  those  who  signed 
their  assent  to  the  amended  treaty  with  having  been 
bribed;  and  in,  at  least,  one  instance  they  make  out 
the  charge  very  clearly.”  Although  the  committee, 
being  tour  in  number,  were  unable  to  agree  upon 
any  recommendation  to  the  senate,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  there  was  any  diversity  of  opinion  among 
them  in  regard  to  this  part  of  the  report.  The  pro- 
vision of  the  resolution  of  the  seriate,  of  the  11th 
June,  1838,  requiring  the  assent  of  each  of  the  said 
.tribes  of  Indians  to  the  amended  treaty  to  be  given 
in  council,  afid  which  was  also  made  a condition 
preceder.tto  the  recommendation  to  me  ofthe  se- 
nate, ofthe  2d  of  March  1839,  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect,  has  not  therefore,  been  complied  with  as 
it  respects  the  Seneca  tribe. 

It  is,  however,  insisted  by  the  advocates  for  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  senate,  by  their  resolution  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1S39,  to  waive  so  much  of  the  requirement  of  that 
of  the  11th  of  June,  1838,  as  made  it  necessary  that 
the  assent  of  the  different  tribes  should  be  given  in 
council.  This  assumption  is  understood  to  be 
founded  upon  the  circumstances,  that  the  fact  that 
only  sixteen  of  the  chiefs  had  given  their  assent  in 
that  form  had  been  distinctly  communicated  to  the 
senate  before  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the 
2d  of  March,  and  that,  instead  of  being  a majority, 
that  number  constituted  scarcely  one-fifth  ofthe 
whole  number  of  chiefs;  and  it  is  hence  insist- 
ed that,  unless  the  senate  had  so  intended,  there 
would  have  been  no  use  in  sending  the  amended 
treaty  to  the  president  with  the  advice  contained  in 
that  resolution.  This  has  not  appeared  to  me  to  be 
a necessary  deduction,  from  the  foregoing  facts,  as 
the  senate  may  have  contemplated  that  the  assent 
ofthe  tribe  in  the  form  first  required  should  be 
thereafter  obtained,  and  before  the  treaty  was  ex- 
ecuted; and  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  viz: 
“that  whenever  the  president  shall  be  satisfied,”  &c. 
goes  far  to  sustain  this  construction.  The  interpre- 
talion  of  the  acts  of  the  senate,  set  up  by  the  advo- 
cates for  the  treaty,  is  moreover,  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  disclaimer  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  which  has  been  adverted  to.  It  is  at 
best  an  inference  only,  in  respect  to  the  truth  of 
which  the  senate  can  alone  speak  with  certainty, 
and  which  could  not  with  propriety  be  regarded  as 
justifying  the  desired  action  in  relation  to  the  exe- 
cution ofthe  treaty. 

This  measure  is  further  objected  to,  on  the  ground 
of  improper  inducements  held  out  to  the  assenting 
chiefs  by  the  agents  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands, 
which,  it  is  insisted,  ought  to  invalidate  the  treaty, 
if  even  the  requirement  that  the  assent  of  the  chiefs 
should  be  given  in  council  was  dispensed  with.  Do- 
cumentary evidence  upon  this  subject  was  laid  be- 
fore you  at  the  last  session,  and  is  again  communi- 
cated, with  additional  evidence  upon  the  same 
point.  The  charge  appears,  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  to  have  been  investigated  by  your  com- 
mitte,  but  no  conclusion  upon  the  subject  formed 
other  than  that  which  is  contained  in  the  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  committee  I have  referred 
to,  and  which  asserts  that,  at  least,  in  one  instance, 
the  charge  of  bribery  has  been  clearly  made  out. 
That  improper  means  have  been  employed  to  ob- 
tain the  assent  of  the  Seneca  chiefs,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe,  and  I have  not  been  able  to  satis- 
fy myself  that  I can,  consistently  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  2d  of  March,  1839,  cause 


the  treaty  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  respect  to  the 
Seneca  tribe. 

You  will  perceive  that  this  treaty  embraces  the 
Six  Nations  of  New  York  Indians,  occupying  dif- 
ferent reservations,  but  bound  together  by  common 
ties;  and  it  will  be  expedient  to  decide  whether,  in 
the  event  of  that  part  of  it  which  concerns  the  Se- 
necas being  rejected,  it  shall  be  considered  valid  in 
relation  to  the  other  tribes;  or  whether  the  whole 
confederacy  shall  share  one  fate.  In  the  event  of 
the  senate  not  advising  the  ratification  of  the  amend- 
ed treaty,  I invite  your  attention  to  the  proposal 
submitted  by  the  dissentients  to  authorise  a divi- 
sion ofthe  lands,  so  that  those  who  prefer  it  may 
go  west,  and  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a permanent 
home  there,  and  of  their  proportion  of  the  annuities 
now  payable,  as  well  a3  of  the  several  pecuniary 
and  other  beneficiary  provisions  of  the  amended 
treaty.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  13,  1840. 

The  message  was  read. 

The  treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians,  commu- 
nicated with  the  message  of  this  day,  was  read;  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  was  read  a second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier,  . 

Ordered,  That  the  message,  with  the  treaty  and 
documents,  together  with  the  communication  on 
the  same  subject,  presented  on  the  3d  instant,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Wednesday,  January  15.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Se- 
vier, 

Ordered,  That  the  message,  treaty  with  the  New 
York  Indians,  and  documents  relating  thereto,  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs the  14th  instant,  be  printed  in  confidence  for 
the  use  of  the  senate. 

Tuesday,  January  21.  The  following  message 
was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  secretary: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  to  the  senate,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  a copy 
of  a letter  addressed  to  him  by  one  ofthe  chiefs  of 
the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  written  on  behalf  of  that  portion  of  the  tribe 
opposed  to  the  treaty  of  Buffalo. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  21,  1840. 

The  message  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  transmitting  a letter 
from  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  with  a com- 
munication from  the  chiefs  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians opposed  to  the  treaty  of  Buffalo,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  printed  in 
confidence  for  the  use  ofthe  senate. 

Monday,  February  10.  Mr.  Sevier  presented  sun- 
dry documents  received  from  the  war  department, 
being  memorials  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  from 
the  Tuscarora  Indians,  from  sundry  individuals  of 
the  Senecas,  and  affidavits  of  persons  residing  in 
the  state  of  New  York;  he  also  presented  memorials 
from  sundry  residents  ofthe  county  of  Cattaraugus 
and  of  the  western  part  of  New  York;  all  adverse 
to  the  ratification  ofthe  treaty  with  the  New  York 
Indians  now  betore  the  senate. 

Mr.  Sevier  also  presented  a communication  from 
a numberof  persons  resident  at  Buffalo,  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  directed  to  the  hon.  Millard  Fillmore, 
ofthe  house  of  representatives,  and  two  affidavits 
received  from  B.  T.  Strong,  in  favor  of  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  said  treaty. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a communication  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Buffalo,  urging  the  ratifica- 
tion ofthe  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  relating  to  the 
treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  printed  in  con- 
fidence for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

Thursday,  March  5.  Mr.  Sevier,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  14th  of  January  last,  the  treaty  with  the  New 
York  Indians,  reported  the  same  to  the  senate,  with 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  made  and  con- 
cluded at  Buffalo  creek,  in  the  state  ol  New  York, 
the  15th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1838,  by  Ransom  H.  Gillet,  a commissioner  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs,  headmen 
and  warriors  ofthe  several  tribes  of  New  York  In- 
dians, assembled  in  council;  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  said  treaty  by  the  resolution  ofthe  se- 
nate of  the  11th  of  June,  1838,  not  having  been  as- 
sented to  by  the  said  Indians,  according  to  the  terms 
ofthe  said  resolution. 

Tuesday,  March  10.  The  senate,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  treaty  with 
the  New  York  Indians,  together  with  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Tailmadge  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 
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That  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  on  the  5th  instant,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  same  after  the  word  “resolved,” 
and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

“That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the 
11th  of  June,  1838,  to  the  treaty  made  and  conclud- 
ed at  Buffalo  creek,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  the 
15th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1838, 
by  Ransom  H.  Gillet,  a commissioner  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs,  headmen  and 
warriors  of  the  several  tribes  of  New  York  Indians, 
assembled  in  council,  have  been  assented  to  by  said 
Indians,  according  to  the  terms  of  said  resolution.” 
Wednesday , March  18.  The  senate,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians,  together 
with  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs  on  the  5th  instant,  and  the  amend- 
ment thereto  submitted  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  on  the 
10th  instant. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  the  following  proposition: 
That  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Tallmadge 
on  the  10th  instant  be  amended  by  inserting  after 
the  word  “resolved”  the  words  “two-thirds  of  the 
senators  present  concurring.” 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  19.  The  senate,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians,  and  the  resolu- 
tion With  the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and, 
after  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  March  20.  The  senate  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  treaty 
with  the  New  York  Indians,  and  the  resolution, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and,  after 
debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  March  23.  Mr.  Sevier  presented  a me- 
morial from  Seneca  White  and  sixty-seven  others, 
as  head  chiefs,  sachems  and  chiefs  of  the  Seneca 
nation  of  Indians,  remonstrating  against  an  appro- 
priation to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  New 
York  Indians  now  pending,  stating  that  the  Senecas 
would  derive  no  benefit  therefrom,  denying  owner- 
ship in  any  lands  in  Wiskonsin  territory,  and  de- 
claring their  intention  not  to  leave  their  lands  in 
New  York. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Sevier, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  printed  in  confidence  for  the 
use  of  the  senate. 

The  senate,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  treaty  with  the  New 
York  Indians,  and  the  resolution  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto;  and,  after  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  adjourned. 
Tuesday,  March  24.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented 
the  affidavits  of  Zebulon  Ferrisand  nine  otherindi- 
viduals,  residing  in  the  state  of  New  York,  repre- 
senting that  unfair  and  improper  means  had  been 
used  in  exciting  opposition  to  the  treaty  with  the 
New  York  Indians. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  affidavits  be  printed  in 
confidence  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  senate,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  resum- 
ed the  consideration  ofthe  treaty  with  the  New  York 
Indians,  and  the  resolution  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto;  and,  after  debate, 

Mr.  Phelps,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew  the 
amendment  submitted  by  him  on  the  18th  instant. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration: 

“That  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Tall- 
madge on  the  10th  instant  to  the  resolution  report- 
ed from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  on  the  5th 
instant,  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  following 
the  word  ‘that,’  and  inserting  ‘the  amended  treaty 
of  the  15th  January,  1838,  with  the  Six  Nations  of 
New  York  Indians,  be  respectfully  returned  to  the 
president,  the  senate  beingof  opinion  that  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  amendments  required  to  the  treaty 
by  the  resolution  of  ratification  of  the  11th  day  of 
June,  1838,  have  been  assented  to  by  the  said  In- 
dians, is  a question  which  was  referred  to  the  ex- 
clusive decision  ofthe  president,  and  on  which  the 
senate  is  not  constitutionally  required  to  act.’  ” 

On  the  question  to  agree  ttiereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative:  yeas  9,  nays  2S. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon. 
Merrick,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Ruggles,  South- 
ard. 


Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lutnpkin,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Phelps,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith, 
oflndiana.  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  on  the 
10th  instant. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative:  yeas  18,  nays 
19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  desired  by  one-filth  of  the  senators  present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Dixon,  Grundy,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Preston, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wright,  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  White,  Williams. 

Mr.  Porter  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

That  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs,  on  the  5th  instant,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  whole  thereof,  after  the  word  “re- 
solved,” and  inserting  “That  the  amended  treaty 
ofthe  15th  of  January,  1838;  with  the  Six  Nations 
of  New  York  Indians,  be  respectfully  returned  to 
the  president,  the  senate  being  of  opinion  that  the 
question  whether  the  amendments  required  to  that 
treaty  by  the  resolution  of  ratification  of  the  11th 
day  of  J une,  1838,  have  been  assented  to  by  the 
said  Indians,  is  a question  which  was  referred  to  the 
exclusive  decision  of  the  president,  and  on  which 
the  senate  is  not  constitutionally  required  to  act; 
but,  that,  while  the  senate  does  not  feel  called  on 
to  exercise  its  constitutional  treaty-making  power 
in  the  premises,  it  is,  nevertheless,  of  opinion  that 
the  said  resolution  of  the  11th  June,  1838,  ought 
not  to  be  so  construed  as  to  require  the  signatures 
of  the  several  chiefs  to  be  given  to  said  amendments 
in  open  council.” 

On  the  question  to  agree  therelo,  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  negative:  yeas  13,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benlon,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, Porter,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wright,  Young. 

Those  who  voled  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Ful- 
ton, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Phelps,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Strange,  Sturgeon,  White,  Williams. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

That  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee 
on  Indian  affaiis,  on  the  5th  instant,  beamended  by 
striking  out  the  whole  thereof,  after  the  word  “re- 
solved,” and  inserting  “As  the  sense  of  the  senate, 
that,  after  the  amended  treaty  with  the  New  York 
Indians  had  been  submitted  and  explained  by  a 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  to  each  of  the 
tribes  separately  assembled  in  council,  the  assent 
thereto  of  chiefs  freely  and  voluntarily  given  before 
such  commissioner  was  a due  compliance  with  the 
intent  and  meaning  ofthe  resolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  11th  of  June,  1838.” 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative:  yeas  16,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing desired  by  one- fifth  ofthe  senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lump- 
kin, Merrick,  Norvell,  Porter,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan, 
Wright,  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Ful- 
ton, Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Roane,  Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  White, 
Williams. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  Match  25.  The  senate,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians,  together 
with  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Henderson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

That  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs,  on  the  5th  instant,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolve,”  and  insert- 


ing “That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations  of 
New  York  Indians,  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  senate  of  the  11th  of  June,  1838, 
have  been  satisfactorily  acceded  to  and  approved  of 
by  said  tribes,  the  Seneca  tribe  included;  and  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  the  president  is  autho- 
rised to  proclaim  the  treaty  as  in  full  lorceand  ope- 
ration.” 

To  which  Mr.  Porter  proposed  the  following 
amendment,  viz: 

To  strike  out  all  after  the  word  “That,”  where  it 
first  occurs,  and  insert  “In  the  opinion  of  the  se- 
nate, the  resolutions  of  the  1 1th  June,  183S,  relative 
to  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  treaty  with  the 
several  tribes  ofthe  Six  Nations  of  New  York  In- 
dians, concluded  at  Buffalo  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1838,  ought  not  to  be  so  construed  as  to  require  the 
signatures  and  seals  of  the  chiefs  to  b»  affixed  to  the 
said  amendments  in  open  council,  in  order  to  make 
their  assent  thereto  valid,  provided  it  shall  appear 
that  the  amendments  have  been  fully  explained  to 
them  in  open  council,  agreeably  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  ofthe  said  resolution.” 

And,  after  debate,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Porter  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  negative:  yeas  7,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing desired  by  one  fifth  ofthe  senators  present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Benton,  Hubbard,  Norvell,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tap- 
pan,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young. 

Mr.  Phelps  then  proposed  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Henderson,  by  inserting,  at 
the  beginning  thereof,  the  words  “-two-thirds  of  the 
senators  present  concurring.” 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  thp.  negative:  yeas  18,  nays  18. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Sevier,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
desired  by  one  fifth  of  the  senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Roane, 
Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Grundy , Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Porter,  Preston,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Tappan,  White,  Wright,  Young. 

The  senate  being  equally  divided,  the  nice  presi- 
dent voted  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Henderson. 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative:  yeas 
19,  nays  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  yeas  and  nay  being 
desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Dixon,  Grundy,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Norvell,- Porter, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  W right,  Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Phelns,  Prentiss, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  White,  Wil- 
liams. 

The  senate  being  equally  divided,  the  vice  presi- 
dent voted  in  the  affirmative. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  made  to  the 
resolution,  the  treaty,  with  the  resolution  so  amend- 
ed, was  reported  to  the  senate;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  report- 
ed by  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  thus  amend- 
ed, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  19, 
nays  19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Dixon,  Grundy,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Porter, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wright,  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Criltenden.  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Se- 
vier, Southard,  Strange,  While,  Williams. 

The  senate  being  equally  divided,  the  vice  presi- 
dent voted  in  the  affirmative.  So  it  was 

Besolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Na- 
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tions  of  N.  York  Indians,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  senate  of  the  11th  June, 
1838,  have  been  satisfactorily  acceded  to  and  ap- 
proved of  by  said  tribes,  the  Seneca  tribe  included; 
and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  the  president 
is  authorised  to  proclaim  the  treaty  as  in  full  force 
and  operation. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  lay  the  said  resolu- 
tion before  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

On  inonion  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  March.  26.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier, 
That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  and  the  documents 
connected  with  and  relating  to  the  treaty  with  the 
New  York  Indians — 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  “senate,”  the  words  Ihe  de- 
bates; and,  alter  debate  the  said  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  thus  amended,  having 
been  agreed  to;  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  the  de- 
bates, and  the  documents  connected  with  and  relat- 
ing to  the  treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

[Neither  house  sat  on  Wednesday  the  8th,  in 
consequence  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  hon. 
Thaddeus  Betts,  late  a senator  from  the  state  of 
Connecticut.] 

April  9.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a letter  from  the  treasury  department,  show- 
ing the  accounts  of  persons  entrusted  with  the  dis- 
bursement of  money,  goods  or  effects  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  re- 
spectively presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  from  Thomas  Daniel,  a soldier  un- 
der gen.  Wayne,  asking  remuneration  for  services 
under  that  commander. 

By  Mr.  Benton , from  a portion  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, asking  that  no  reduction  may  be  made. 

By  Mr.  Ruggles,  resolutions  from  the  legislature 
of  Maine,  asking  congress  to  pay  for  French  spoli- 
ations prior  to  September,  1800.  The  resolutions 
having  been  read,  Mr.  R.  moved  to  refer  them  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  if  there  was  any  serious  in- 
tention of  bringing  this  matter  before  the  body,  he 
would  suggest  to  the  senator  from  Maine  that  it  be 
referred  to  a select  committee.  The  subject  would 
require  the  whole  time  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  for  weeks,, and  at  this  advanced  stage  of 
the  session  it  was  not  likely  it  could  bestow  on  the 
subject  the  time  required.  It  would  involve  an  ex- 
pense of  some  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Ruggles  said,  for  the  present  they  might  lie 
on  the  table.  He  would  take  some  other  time  to 
consider  what  was  likely  to  be  the  best  disposition 
of  them. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  resolutions  from  the  same, 
recommending  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  a recharter  of  the  banks  of  this 
District. 

By  Mr.  King,  from  citizens  of  Sumpter  county, 
Alabama,  asking  to  locale  a section  of  land  in  lieu 
of  the  16th  section. 

By  Mr.  Allen,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Ohio,  asking  the  sale  of  all  lands  in  that  state  ad- 
jacent to  those  before  granted  for  the  construction 
of  canals. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  incorporte  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  of  money  to  enable  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  negotiate  for  the  extinction  of  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  residue  of  lands  in  the  upper  peninsula 
of  Michigan  claimed  by  the  aborigines  of  that  peninsula. 

JMr.  Benton  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  will  not  consider  or  dis- 
cuss any  bill  for  the  renewal  of  a bank  charter  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  while  said  bank  refuses  to  pay 
specie  for  its  notes  and  deposites,  or  circulates  notes  of 
any  bank  so  refusing. 

The  following  joint  resolution  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Preston: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled , That 
the  committee  on  the  library  be  authorised  and  instruct- 
ed to  take  measures  for  the  importation  and  erection  of 
the  statue  of  Washington  by  Greenoagh. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Hubbard  on 
Monday  last,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  senate 
to  make  an  alphabetical  statement  of  all  the  private 


claims  that  have  been  acted  on  in  either  house  since 
the  15th  congress,  came  up  for  adoption,  when  Mr. 
Tappan  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  give  the  direc- 
tion of  the  business  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  claims.  This  amendment  having  been  adopt- 
ed, the  vote  was  afterwards  reconsidered,  and  the 
resolution  passed  as  originally  introduced. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Merrick, 
Clayton,  Pierce,  King,  Southard  and  Linn,  in  favor 
of  leaving  the  direction  in  the  hands  of  the  respon- 
sible officer  of  the  body,  and  by  Messts.  Tappan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  others  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  the  bill  authorising  the 
president  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men  for  the  Flo- 
rida service  was  recommitted  in  order  to  make  some 
verbal  amendments. 

The  hill  granting  to  the  state  of  Michigan  a quan- 
tity of  land  to  aid  said  state  in  the  construction  of  a 
canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie  was  put  upon  its 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Merrick  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  like  to  have  some  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  grant  of  so  large  a portion 
of  land  for  a canal  so  distant,  and  hoped  some  sena- 
tor would  be  able  to  give  the  information  desired. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  there  had  been  an  explanation 
given  on  Monday,  when  the  bill  had  been  ordered 
to  be  engrossed;  the  bill  might  lie  on  the  table  un- 
til Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  en- 
able claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  the  territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,”  approved 
the  26th  of  May,  1824,  and  an  act  extending  the 
provisions  of  said  act  to  claimants  to  lands  within 
the  states  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  then  came 
up  as  the  special  order;  when,  after  being  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Sevier,  Linn,  Benton,  Moulon,  King,  Clay 
and  Henderson,  its  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned, and  the  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  afterwards  adjourned. 

April  10.  Mr.  Henderson  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  hon.  R.  J.  Walker  senator  elect  from 
Mississippi,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  when  his 
present  term  of  service  will  expire. 

Mr.  Norvell,  presented  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Michigan,  showing  the  exposed  state  of  De- 
troit, and  asking  an  adequate  sum  to  afford  the 
means  of  protection  and  defence  in  the  contingency 
of  war. 

The  resolutions  were,  after  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Norvell  and  Porter  in  relation  to  the  British 
military  preparations  on  the  northern  frontier,  re- 
ferred to  the  military  committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  presented  joint  resolutions 
ol  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  heartily  approving  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature  ot  Ohio,  in 
relation  to  the  stand  taken  by  Maine  to  protect  the 
rights  and  honor  of  herself  and  of  the  union.  They 
are  as  (ollows: 

Resolved,  That  while  we  cherish  the  hope  that,  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  question  of  our  national  bounda- 
ry, the  integrity  of  our  soil,  and  the  national  honor, 
may  be  preserved  inviolate  without  an  appeal  to  arms, 
yet  we  will  ever  prefer  honorable  war  rather  than  dis- 
honorable peace. 

Resolved,  That,  should  a collision  take  place  between 
this  government  and  Great  Britain  in  the  settlement  of 
the  pending  dispute,  Indiana  tenders  her  whole  means 
and  resources  to  the  authorities  of  the  union  in  sustain^ 
ing  our  rights  and  honor. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,  were  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  presented  resolutions  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Maine,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  patriotic  enthusiasm  with  which 
several  of  our  sister  states,  the  past  year,  tendered  us 
their  aid  to  repel  a threatened  foreign  invasion,  demands 
our  grateful  recollection;  and,  whilst  this  spirit  of  self- 
sacrifice  and  self-devotion  to  the  national  honor  per- 
vades the  union,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  integrity  of 
o"ur  territory  will  be  preserved. 

Resolved,  That  the  promptness  and  unanimity  with 
which  the  last  congress,  at  the  call  of  this  state,  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  president  the  arms  and  treasures 
of  the  nation,  for  our  defence;  the  firmness  of  the  exe- 
cutive, in  sustaining  the  action  of  this  state,  and  repel- 
ling the  charge  of  an  infraction  of  the  arrangement 
made  with  the  British  .lieutenant  governor  in  March 
last,  and  charging  back  upon  the  British  government 
the  violation  of  that  agreement;  their  decision,  in  de- 
manding the  removal  of  the  British  troops  now  quar- 
tered upon  the  disputed  territory,  as  the  only  guaranty 
that  they  sincerely  desire  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
boundary  question;  afford  us  confident  assurance  that 
this  state  will  not  be  compelled  single-handed  to  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  our  territory  and  the  national 
honor,  and  that  the  crisis  is  near  when  this  question 
will  he  settled  by  the  national  government,  either  by 
negotiation  or  by  the  ultimate  resort. 

Resolved,  That,  unless  the  British  government,  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  congress,  make  or  accept  a 1 


distinct  and  satisfactory  proposition  for  the  immediate 
adjustment  of  the  boundary  question,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  general  government  to  take  military  possession 
of  the  disputed  territory;  and,  in  the  name  of  a sove- 
reign state,  we  call  upon  the  national  government  to 
fulfil  its  constitutional  obligations,  to  establish  the  line 
which  they  have  solemnly  declared  to  be  the  true  boun- 
dary, and  to  protect  this  state  in  extending  her  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  utmost  limits  of  our  teiritory. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  a right  to  expect  the  general 
government  will  extend  to  this  member  of  the  union, 
by  negotiation  or  by  arms,  the  protection  of  her  terri- 
torial rights,  guarantied  by  the  federal  compact,  and 
thus  save  her  from  the  necessity  of  falling  back  upon 
her  natural  and  reserved  rights  of  self-defence  and  self- 
protection— rights  which  constitutions  can  neither  give 
or  take  away;  but  should  this  confidence  of  a speedy 
crisis  be  disappointed,  it  will  become  the  imperative 
duty  of  Maine  to  assume  the  defence  of  our  state  and 
national  honor,  and  expel  from  our  limits  the  British 
troops  now  quartered  upon  our  territory. 

Resolved.  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward 
copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  presidents  and  heads  of 
departments,  and  to  the  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  from  this  state,  with  a request  to  the  latter  to 
lay  them  befere  the  respective  bodies  of  which  they  are 
members;  also,  to  the  governors  of  the  several  states, 
with  a request  to  lay  them  before  their  several  legisla- 
tures. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  same,  stating  that  the 
national  policy  requires  a continuance.of  the  fishing 
bounty,  to  foster  commerce  in  peace,  and  afford  a 
competent  supply  of  seamen  in  time  of  war.  That 
the  repeal  of  the  act  would  affect  the  general  pros- 
perity of  that  state  by  injuring  the  interests  of  ship- 
building and  the  fisheries.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  the  following  document  in 
relation  to  the  drawback  on  refined  sugars: 

New  York,  April  8,  1840. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  New  York: 

Dear  sir:  We  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
feeing  you  here  to  place  in  your  hands  a statement  re- 
specting the  drawback  of  duties  on  refined  sugars, 
which  we  deem  of  importance,  in  consequence  of  re- 
cent statements  made  in  the  senate. 

In  a speech  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Benton,  made  in  that 
body  on  the  16th  March,  we  find  it  stated  that,  in  the 
years  1837  and  1838,  “the  whole  revenue  derived  from  the 
importation  of  brown  sugar  in  the  United  States,  and 
an  additional  sum  besides,  was  delivered  over  gratui- 
tously to  a few  dozen  sugar  refiners.’’ 

We  are  altogether  at  a loss  to  understand  upon  what 
authority  the  statement  was  made,  as,  upon  looking  at 
the  public  documents,  we  find  the  following  to  be  the 
true  account  of  the  matter: 

In  document  No.  372,  transmitted  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  the  25th  congress,  2d  session,  it  is  stated 
that,  in  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1837,  there 
was  imported  into  the  United  States,  of  brown  sugar, 

lbs.  120,416,071 

During  the  said  year  there  was  exported  of 
brown  sugar  26,708,030 


Leaving  of  brown  sugar  to  pay  duty  lbs.  93,708,041 


Which,  at  the  duty  of  $2  23  paid  that  year, 
amounts  to  82,063,655  71 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  draw- 
back paid  that  year  on  2,012,854  lbs  re- 
fined sugar  exported,  at  5 cents  per  lb.  100,642  70 


Leaves  a nett  revenue  on  brown  sugar  ac- 
cruing to  the  United  States  in  1837,  of  81,963,013  01 
In  a similar  document  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, No.  253,  transmitted  to  the  25th  congress,  3d  ses- 
sion, it  is  stated  that,  in  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  there  was  imported  into  the  United  States  of 
browui  sugar  lbs.  139,200,905 

During  said  year  there  was  exported  of 
brown  sugar  4.328,687 


Leaving  of  brown  sugar  to  pay  duty  lbs.  134,872,218 


Which,  at  82  03  duty  paid  that  year, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  82,734  365  96 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  draw- 
back paid  that  year  on  2,909,886  lbs.  of 
refined  sugar,  exported  at  5 cts.  per  lb.  145,494  30 


Leaves  a nett  revenue  on  brown  sugar 
accruing  to  the  U.  States  in  1838  of  $2,58S,871  66 
Thus,  in  the  year  1837  and  1338,  the  nett  revenue  ac- 
cruing to  the  United  States,  after  deducting  all  the  re- 
fined sugar  exported  ou  which  drawback  was  paid, 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  84,551,884  67 

This  will  show  you,  sir,  unless  we  ourselves  are  in 
reat  error,  that  Mr.  Benton’s  information  must  have 
een  entirely  incorrect.  We  are,  respectfully,  dear  sir, 
your  obedient  servants,  Woolsey  & Woolsey, 
Of  New  York  Patent  Sugar  Refinery. 
Wm.  Am.ETON, 

President  East  Boston  Sugar  Refinery. 

Richard  A.  Stewart, 
New  York. 
Wish  art  Yates, 

Of  N.  York  American  Steam  Sugar  Refinery 
James  J.  Mares. 
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The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Walker , from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Lowndes  county,  Mississippi,  asking  the  passage  of 
a general  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  W.  took  that  occa- 
sion to  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  such  a law,  pro- 
vided corporations  (banks  setting  up  for  monarchs) 
were  included. 

Also,  from  John  Scarborough  and  Nancy  his  wife, 
asking  a grant  of  land  on  the  ground  of  having  rais- 
ed 20  children  for  the  benefit  of  the  republic.  They 
state  that  they  migrated  from  North  Carolina  about 
eight  years  ago  to  the  far  west;  that  they  have  rear- 
ed 20  children,  the  oldest  not  25,  and  the  youngest 
not  weaned.  They  tell  congress  that  by  going  to 
Texas  they  can  have  an  immense  grant  of  land,  but 
they  prefer  their  own  glorious  republic.  They  ex- 
press a hope  that,  with  God’s  power,  they  may  be 
further  fruitful,  as  they  have  high  health  and  unim- 
paired constitutions,  and  conclude  with  the  belief 
that,  as  a future  precedent,  it  will  not  be  dangerous, 
but  would  rather  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
whole  American  people.  It  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

A Iso,  from  citizens  of  Mississippi,  asking  that  the 
holding  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  be 
removed  from  Jackson  to  Vicksburg  in  that  state. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  from  citizens  of 
New  London,  asking  a reduction  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  Allen,  from  inhabitants  of  Maumee  city, 
Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  Lake  Superior  Fishing 
and  Mining  company  of  Michigan,  asking  to  be  al- 
lowed to  work  the  mineral  lands  of  the  U.  States  on 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Berrien  county,  Michigan, 
asking  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  a select  committee,  made  a re- 
port on  the  origin  and  character  of  the  fishing  boun- 
ties and  allowances.  Mr.  Davis  said  he  had  been 
selected  as  a member  of  that  committee,  and  not 
concurring  in  the  general  results  to  which  the  ma- 
jority had  come,  would  beg  leave  to  offer  a counter 
report  which  he  did  with  the  approbation  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee.  On  motion  of  Mr.  An- 
derson, 10,000  additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives 
granting  the  right  ot  pre-emption  to  certain  lots  in 
the  town  of  Perrysburg,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  with- 
out amendment,  with  a recommendation  that  it 
ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  bill  to  annex  a certain  tract  of  land  to 
the  Coosa  land  district. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  bills  from  the  house  of  representatives 
without  amendment: 

A bill  granting  two  townships  of  land  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Iowa  for  the  purpose  of  a university. 

A bill  granting  a section  of  land  for  schools  in  St. 
Clair  county,  Illinois. 

A bill  to  allow  further  time  to  Centre  college, 
Kentucky,  to  sell  certain  lands. 

A bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  autho- 
rise the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same,”  passed  18th  of  April,  1806. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  U.  States 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  authorising  the  president  to  raise  1,500 
men  for  the  service  of  Florida  was  reported  back 
with  an  amendment,  and,  by  general  consent,  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Allen  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  expose  for  sale  all  the 
public  lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  hitherto  reserved 
from  sale. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  en- 
able claimants  of  land  within  the  l i mil s of  Missouri 
and  the  territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,”  approved 
the  26ih  day  of  May,  1S24,  and  an  act  amending 
the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  acts 
to  claimants  to  land  within  the  state  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  being  taken  up  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  was  discussed  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Grundy,  Benton,  Henderson,  Linn  and  Clay,  when, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Benton,  it  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

April  13.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions w’ere  presented  and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  White,  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Cum- 
berland county,  Md.  asking  the  establishment  of  a 
certain  mail  route. 


By  Mr.  Young,  two  memorials  from  different 
counties  in  Illinois,  asking  the  passage  of  a uni- 
form bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Sevier,  a communication  from  the  war 
department  in  relation  to  the  western  frontier. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  from  citizens  of  Prince  George’s 
county,  Md.  asking  that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on 
foreign  silk.  The  memorial  states  *that  such  du- 
ties would  not  only  have  an  effect  to  encourage  the 
culture  of  the  article  at  home,  but  would  have  a 
beneficial  tendency  on  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  C.  said,  as  the  memorial  contained  some  new 
views,  he  would  move  that  it  be  printed;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
asking  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported, a bill  making  provision  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  title  for  a site  for  a light  house  at  Roanoke 
marshes,  on  the  coase  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  reported  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 
negroes  liberated  by  the  authorities  of  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  from  the  brigs  Comet,  Enterprise  and 
Encomium,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  resolutions  as 
amended  be  printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  next,  as  he  desired  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  senate  in  relation  to  them.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to.  The  amendment,  as  reported  by  the 
committee,  reads  thus: 

Resolved,  That  if  such  ship  or  vessel  should  be  forc- 
ed, by  stress  of  weather  or  other  unavoidable  cause, 
into  the  port  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a friendly 
power,  she  and  her  cargo  and  persons  on  board  with 
their  property,  and  the  rights  belonging  to  their  person- 
al relations,  as  established  by  the  laws  of  the  state  to 
which  they  belong,  would  be  placed  under  the  pro- 
tection which  the  laws  of  nations  extend  to  the  unfor- 
tunate under  such  circumstances. 

Mr.  Norvell,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  relative 
to  the  iron  steamboat  New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  justice  of 
providing  for  the  satisfaction  of  a claim  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky  for  arms  furnished  to  the  general  govern- 
ment for  the  public  service  in  the  year  1814;  and  that 
said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 

The  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Preston, 
viz:  That  the  committee  on  the  library  take  mea- 
sures to  have  the  statue  of  Washington,  executed 
by  Mr.  Greenough,  now  in  Italy,  to  be  imported 
and  erected  in  its  place,  was  considered  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  ena- 
ble claimants  of  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  the  territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,”  approved 
the  26th  day  of  May,  1824,  and  “an  act  amending 
the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  acts 
to  claimants  to  land  within  the  states  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,”  was  then  taken  up  as  the  special 
order,  and  after  having  been  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Grundy,  Sevier,  Linn,  Henderson,  Clay,  Benton, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  and  Buchanan,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  a vote  of  21  to  11,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Porter,  Preston, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Walker, 
White— 21. 

NAY’S — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Davis,  Lumpkin,  Strange,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan — 11. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  soon  alter  adjourned. 

April  14.  Mr.  Smith  of  Ind.  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  a number  of  citizens  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
remonstrating  against  the  employment  of  blood- 
hounds against  the  Florida  Indians.  Mr.  S.  said 
that,  believing  from  the  late  accounts,  that  these 
animals  were  not  so  dangerous  as  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be,  he  would  not  trouble  any  of  the  com- 
mittees with  a consideration  of  the  petition;  and  he 
would  therefore  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  petition  of  1,735  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  en- 
actment of  a general  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the. 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  a large 
ntimberof  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pub- 
lishers of  periodicals,  magazines,  8tc.  praying  a re- 
duction of  the  postage  on  such  publications,  so  as 
to  bring  them  down  to  the  same  rate  of  postage  as 
is  collected  on  newspapers:  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  granting  to  the  county  of 
Kent,  in  the  slate  of  Michigan,  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a quarter  section  of  the  public  lands; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 


Mr.  N.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred — resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  a distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
states — resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky, 
adverse  to  the  cession  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
states  in  which  they  lie,  and  in  favor  of  a distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  among  the  states; 
and  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Ohio  in  favor  of  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  slates — asked  to  be  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, to  which  was  referred  the  message  of  the 
president  containing  the  official  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the  territory  in  dispute  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Maine,  made  a report. 

- On  a motion  to  print  ten  thousand  additional  co- 
pies, a very  interesting  debate  arose,  in  u'hich  inci- 
dental matters  were  mingled,  Messrs.  Wright,  Rug- 
glcs,  Buchanan  and  Clay  participating. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Michigan  a 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  said  state  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie,  was 
taken  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Crittenden,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Norvell  and  Porter,  and  alter  some  further 
remarks  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Tappan,  amendments 
were  offered  by  Messrs.  While  and  Henderson,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  relative  to  the  iron  stea- 
mer, the  New  Jersey,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  K.  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Friday  and  Saturday  next  be  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  the 
reports  of  committees  on  private  bills. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

April  15.  The  following  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  his  private  secretary: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I transmif  a copy  of  a convention  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  for  such 
legislative  action  on  the  part  of  congress  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  carry  the  engagements  of 
the  United  States  under  the  covention  into  full  effect. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  April  15,  1840. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Young  presented  the  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Dubuque,  in  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  a bill  to  amend 
the  act  for  laying  off'  Dubuque,  and  other  towns  in 
Wiskonsin  and  Iowa;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Dekalb  county,  Illinois,  praying  that  the  pu- 
nishment of  William  L.  Mackenzie  may  be  mitigat- 
ed; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Porter  presented  a memorial  from  a number 
of  citizens  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  praying  for  a 
mitigation  of  punishment  in  the  case  of  William  L. 
Mackenzie;  which  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  the  followingresolution,  which 
was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  senate  as  soon  as  the  infor- 
mation can  be  obtained,  the  amount  of  debentures  is- 
sued at  different  ports  on  the  exportation  of  refined  su- 
gars, during  the  three  first  months  of  the  present  year. 
Also,  that  fie  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  to  ascertain 
whether  any  of  that  description  of  sugar  called  “bas- 
tard,” is  exported  for  drawback  as  sugar  refined,  and 
report  the  facts  to  the  senate.  Also,  that  he  report  to 
the  senate  the  amount  of  duty  payable  on  imported 
brown  sugars’,  during  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  followingresolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  settlement  and  payment  of  the  claims  of  the 
state  of  Maine  f >r  services  of  her  militia  in  the  pro- 
tection of  the  northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  States 
in  the  year  1839. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  sundry  documents  in  con- 
nection with  the  above;  which  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Tappan,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
reported  a joint  resolution  for  the  relief’ ofLangtree 
and  O’Sullivan;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 
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Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce  re- 
ported a hill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  regu- 
lating passenger  ships  and  vessels;  which,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  was  considered  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading.  [This  bill  enacts  that  the  law  shall  not 
apply  to  steam  vessels  running  between  Nova  Sco- 
tia and  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  between  Texas 
and  ports  of  the  United  States.] 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
which  various  communications  on  the  subject  were 
referred,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the  re- 
venue service,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  [The  bill  authorises  the  purchase 
or  construction  of  three  steam  vessels:  one  for  the 
waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  upper  lakes;  one  lor 
the  Atlantic  and  one  for  the  Gulf  coast.] 

The  various  unfavorable  reports  from  committees 
on  the  secretary’s  table,  were  considered  and  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  making  grants  of  public  lands  to  certain 
states  for  purposes  of  internal  inprovement,  was 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  Norvell  explained  at  some  length 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  advocated  its  passage. 

Mr.  Merrick  opposed  the  bill,  and  moved  its  re- 
commitment to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  with 
instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  make  an  equal 
grant  to  all  the  states  in  the  union. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
WaUcer,  Merrick,  Clay,  of  Ky.  and  Norvell,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  N.  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions  submitted  on  the  4th  of  March 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  amended  by  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  were  take  up;  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
addressed  the  senate  at  some  length  on  the  resolu- 
tions, and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Porter  then  addressed  the  senate  in  opposi 
tion  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  and,  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  remarks,  moved  that  they  be  laid 
on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative— aye  1,  nays  33,  a3  follows: 

YEA — Mr.  Porter — 1. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King, Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mon- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Young — 33. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Benton  in  favor  of 
the  resolutions,  the  question  was  taken  on  their  pas- 
sage, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a unanimous 
vote,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Clay'on,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Henderson,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick, 
Mouion,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Young — 33. 

NAYS — None. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  the  iron  steamboat,  New 
Jersey,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  bills,  after  being  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  were  severally  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

A bill  for  creating  a new  land  district  in  the  state 
of  Missouri,  and  for  changing  the  boundaries  of 
southwestern  and  western  land  districts  in  said 
state. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  belonging 
to  the  United  States  in  the  several  states  and  terri- 
tories to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands. 

A bill  to  revive  an  act  authorising  certain  sol- 
diers in  the  late  war  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  other  lands  in  lieu 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  state  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the 
lb'th  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition  that 
the  same  is  surrended  to  the  United  States  for  mili- 
tary purposes. 

A bill  to  confirm  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the  land 
selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  which  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

A bill  to  authorise  registers  and  receivers  to  ad- 
minister oaths  required  to  be  taken  by  purchasers 
of  public  lands. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  9,  The  journal  having  been 
read  — Mr.  Lincoln  asked  the  unanimous  leave  of 
the  house,  in  behalf  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Abbot 
Lawrence,  still  confined  to  his  room  by  sickness,  to 
submit  a communication  from  the  hon.  Thomas 
H.  Perkins,  of  Boston,  and  „a  great  number  of  the 


merchants  of  Boston  and  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in- 
terested in  the  China  trade,  containing  a statement 
of  the  intelligence  recently  received  from  that 
country,  which  has  not  before  been  made  publicly 
known,  with  a view  to  the  reference  of  the  com- 
munication to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  Lincoln  presented  the 
communication;  and,  upon  his  motion,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  business  first  in  order  was  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Hand,  for  the  reception  of  which  the  rules  were 
suspended  on  Tuesday  last,  but  action  on  which  had 
been  arrested  by  the  annunciation  of  the  death  of 
a member  of  the  other  body,  and  which  is  in  the 
following  words:  , 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  house  what  works  he  considers  ne- 
cessary to  be  constructed  in  order  to  place  the  northern 
and  northeastern  frontiers  in  a proper  and  permanent 
state  of  defence. 

Mr.  Wise  requested  Mr.  Hand  to  accept  as  a 
substitute  therefor,  or,  if  not  a3  a substitute,  as  a 
modification,  the  following  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  W.  on  Monday  last: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  lay  before  this  house,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  a report  of  a full  and  connected  system  of 
national  defence,  embracing  steam  and  other  vessels  of 
war,  and  ‘ floating  batteries”  for  coast  and  harbor  de- 
fence; and  national  foundries,  and  the  internal  means 
auxiliary  to  these  for  transportation  and  other  warlike 
uses  by  land;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  this 
house  with  the  reports  submitted  to  his  department  at 
any  time  by  major  gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  or  other  person 
or  persons  of  professional  experience,  of  their  “plans  of 
defence,”  if  any  such  have  been  submitted,  with  the 
views  of  the  secretary  of  war  thereon.  And  that  the 
secretary  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  his 
own  and  other  plans  he  may  report,  distinguishing 
such  parts  of  plans  as  ought  to  be  immediately  adopted 
and  prosecuted,  with  the  probable  cost  and  time  of 
their  prosecution  and  commencement. 

Mr.  Hand  accepted  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise, 
as  a modification,  by  way  of  additional  resolution  to 
his  own. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  resolution  as  mo- 
dified Mr.  Wise  said  that  his  resolution  embraced 
an  entire  system  of  national  defence — a system 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  ought  to  have  been  enter- 
ed on  long  ago.  This  government,  he  would  venture 
to  say,  in  the  face  of  a threatened  war,  was  in  the 
most  defenceless  condition  of  any  in  the  world. — 
There  was  not  a power  on  earth,  civilized  or  bar- 
barous, with  a tithe  of  the  physical  force  which 
this  country  could  employ,  that  had  not  now  in 
active  operation  more  means^of  defence  than  we. 
In  fact,  our  condition  was  worse  than  if  we  had 
never  spent  a dollar  on  our  system  of  fortifications. 
There  was  scarcely  a fort  on  our  seaboard  that  was 
not  in  a condition  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  and 
to  be  used  against  ourselves  instead  of  being  a fort 
for  our  own  defence.  He  would  not  now  go  into 
the  inquiry  whose  fault  it  was,  from  the  time  that 
we  had  the  celebrated  excitement  on  the  three  mil- 
lion appropriation  down  to  this  moment,  when  we 
stood  now  in  Ihe  presence  of  the  British  lion  him- 
self— he  would  not  now  stop  to  inquire  who  was  to 
blame  for  the  helpless  condition  of  ourcountry,  left, 
as  it  was,  to  the  mercy  of  any  foe  that  possessed  ma- 
ritine  poiver.  He  would  not  now  stop  to  comment 
on  the  utter,  reckless  folly  of  talking  of  a W'ar  with 
Great  Britain  about  a few  pine  logs  in  Maine,  when 
our  commerce,  our  national  honor,  our  lives  and 
every'  portion  of  our  frontier,  were  exposed  to  Bri- 
tish aggression  and  British  bayonets. 

Mr.  Hand  made  a remark  which  the  reporter 
could  not  hear,  but  the  purport  of  which  may  be  in- 
ferred from  Mr.  Wise’s  response,  and  then  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise.  I am  no  alarmist.  I have  no  idea 
that  there  is  to  be  a war.  But  I go  for  the  neces- 
sity of  fortifications  upon  the  most  liberal  scale  for 
a peace  establishment. 

Mr.  Adams  appealed  to  Mr.  Hand  to  withdraw 
his  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Whether  Mr.  H.  did  so  or  not,  the  reporter  can 
impart  no  information  beyond  the  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  the  statement  which  follows. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  wished  to  say  a word  on  this 
subject,  because  he  found  that  there  was  among  his 
own  constituents,  and  among  that  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  country  who  were  now,  by  the  act  of 
God,  deprived  of  the  services  of  their  immediate 
representative,  (Mr.  Lawrence),  much  anxiety  in 
relation  to  it.  He  concurred  perfectly  in  the  opinions 
last  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise).  He  thought  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
danger  at  this  moment  of  a war  with  Great  Britain, 
nor  for  years  to  come.  He,  (Mr.  A.)  said  not  for 
years  to  come,  and  he  hoped  this  statement  would 
be  reported  to  his  constituents,  and  to  those  next  to 
his  own  district — the  people  of  the  city  of  Boston — 


who  were  probably  as  deeply  interested  in  the  pre- 
servation of  peace  with  Great  Britain  as  any  por- 
tion of  Ihe  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Rhett  rose  to  inquire  of  the  speaker  whether 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  or  was 
not  withdrawn?  Mr.  Hand  was  understood  to  say 
he  had  not  withdrawn  it.  Mr.  Adams  regretted,  he 
said,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Rhett),  was  unwilling  to  hear  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  a war  with  Great  Britain.  The  previous 
question  had  been  withdrawn,  and  he  hoped  he 
would  not  be  again  interrupted.  Mr.  Rhett.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Hand),  says  he 
has  not  withdrawn  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question.  Mr.  Hand  said  he  had  not  withdrawn  it, 
but  would  do  so  on  the  promise  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams),  to  renew  it. — ■ 
After  some  confusion,  cries  to  order,  &c.  Mr  Adams 
proceeded  to  make  some  remarks,  of  which  the  sub- 
stance may  be  found  below. 

He  stated  for  the  benefit  of  his  constituents,  and 
of  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  his  constituents, 
and  of  the  people  of  the  Whole  country,  that  he 
did  not  apprehend,  in  the  slightest  degree,  that  there 
was  any  immediate  danger  of  a war  with  Great 
Britain,  or  for  years  to  come.  And  he  founded  this 
opinion  on  two  things:  In  the  first  place,  he  found- 
ed it  on  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
in  which  he,  (Mr.  A.)  thought  that  there  was  not 
a single  word  of  recommendation  to  the  people  to 
prepare  themselves  for  that  great  and  terrible  con- 
flict which  must  ensue  whenever  we  came  in  con- 
flict with  Great  Britain.  From  the  day  he  saw  that 
message,  he  concluded  in  his  own  mind  that  there 
was  no  danger  of  a war  with  Great  Britain.  And 
why?  Because  he  was  sure  that,  if  the  president  of 
the  U.  States  himself  had  the  slightest  apprehension 
of  danger  of  an  immediate  or  early  collision,  it 
would  have  been  wrong  in  him  not  to  have  recom- 
mended very  strong  and  extensive  preparations  for 
that  event.  When,  alter  that  message  was  deli- 
vered, (Mr.  A.)  saw  weeks  upon  weeks  pass  away 
under  an  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of 
the  U.  States  and  of  many  of  the  members  of  this 
house  that  there  was  danger  of  war;  when  he  saw 
the  correspondence  which  had  taken  place,  (and 
which  had  from  time  to  time  been  communicated  to 
congress),  between  the  secretary  of  state  and  the 
British  minister  here — he  confessed  he  had  waited 
to  see  on  what  ground  it  was  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  had  concluded  that  there  was  not 
the  slightest  danger  of  a collision  with  Great  Britain 
at  present. 

When  the  last  correspondence  was  communicat- 
ed to  the  senate — and  when  a gentleman,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  in  this 
house,  (Mr.  Pickens),  sounded  the  alarm — an  alarm 
which  had  pervaded  the  whole  country — he,  (Mr. 
A.)  felt  a degree  of  concern  and  apprehension, 
himself,  not  (hen  having  seen  the  correspondence. 
But  the  very  next  morning  he  saw  it;  and,  in  the 
last  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  British 
minister,  he  saw  the  grounds  upon  which  the  pre- 
sident had  come  to  such  a conclusion,  and  very 
safely  come  to  it.  That  correspondence,  as  all 
must  have  observed,  had  been  of  an  irritating  cha- 
racter. There  was  anger,  passion,  feeling  upon 
both  sides;  and  the  community  and  many  members 
of  congress,  seeing  these  expressions  of  irritation 
probably,  came  to  the  conclusion,  unnecessarily  as 
he  thought,  that  there  was  danger  of  an  immediate 
collision. 

He,  so  soon  as  he  saw  the  last  letter  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  became  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
such  danger;  for,  in  the  very  heat  and  tempest  of 
the  passion,  the  secretary  of  state  broke  off,  and 
said  that,  from  the  day  on  which  the  president  of 
the  United  States  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
station,  he  ha.d  determined  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
two  parlies  not  being  able  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing by  means  of  their  negotiations,  he  would 
propose  a reference  of  the  great  question  at  issue, 
for  the  second  time,  to  a third  party.  To  this  the 
very  natural  reply  of  the  British  minister  was,  that 
this  was  a new  proposition,  which  he  could  only 
communicate  to  his  government,  as  he  would  im- 
mediately do.  And  that  was  the  position  in  which 
the  matter  now  stood.  One  of  two  things  must  be: 
either  there  was  a- proposition  already  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  to  accept  a proposition  heretofore 
made  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States — and  that,  of  course,  would  necessarily  pre- 
vent collision — or  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
must  determine  whether  it  would  accept  of  this 
proposition  fora  reference.  Now,  he  said  that  the 
government  of  Great  Brilair.  could  not  refuse  this 
proposition;  and  when  the  question  was  referred  to 
a third  power,  we  would  have  no  war  from  that 
time  forward  until  at  any  rate  the  arbitrators  had 
come  to  a decision,  which  would  take  years. 
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There  was  one  other  possibility  which  might  in- 
duce collision;  which  was,  that,  while  these  nego- 
tiations were  going  on,  the  British  government  might 
continue  to  encroach  on  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  as  they  were  doing,  and  had  been  doing  ever 
since  this  matter  had  approached  to  the  appearance 
of  hostility  between  the  two  countries.  This  was 
possible — nay,  probable.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
had,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Maine,  manifesta- 
tions of  a spirit  not  to  submit,  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  to  these  continual  encroachments — partial- 
ly denied — partially  so  to  speak,  prevaricated  away 
ir.  the  correspondence  between  the  British  minister 
and  the  secretary  of  state;  but  still  going  on  in  the 
disputed  territory,  in  which  the  British  authorities 
might  continue  to  advance  until  they  had  all  they 
claimed,  and  probably  a great  deal  more.  It  re- 
mained for  the  people  of  Maine  to  decide  whether 
they  would  submit  to  it  or  not.  He  believed  they 
would  submit  to  these  encroachments,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  act  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment to  sustain  or  support  them  if  they  did  not 
submit.  He  gave  warning  to  the  representatives 
from  Maine  and  Massachusetts  in  this  house  that 
the  people  of  Maine  would  submit  so  long  as  it 
pleased  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  pursue 
them  under  this  course  of  negotiation  to  be  resum- 
ed by  a second  reference.  He  presumed,  however, 
that  many  of  the  representatives  of  the  state  of 
Maine  understood  the  feelings  of  their  people  better 
than  he  did. 

Mr.  A.  then  alluded  to  the  course  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Maine  during  the  last  spring — against 
which,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  not  at  the  time  con- 
sent to  the  adoption  of  any  proposition  which  even 
by  imputation  could  cast  censure  upon  the  go- 
vernor for  -his  conduct.  But,  more  recently,  he 
( Mr.  A.)  had  seen  evidences  of  an  exceedingly  cool 
and  tame  spirit  coming  from  the  state  of  Maine. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  this  was  not  very  pro- 
per under  the  circumstances  of  the  times;  but  he 
had  satisfied  himself  that  (here  was  no  sort  of  dan- 
ger to  he  apprehended  from  any  act  of  the  people 
of  that  state.  The  legislature  of  Maine  declared  at 
that  time  that  if  the  government  of  the  U.  States  did 
not  take  the  matter  up,  they  would  do  justice  to 
themselves.  Now  they  declared  that  if  the  British 
went  on  encroaching  there,  and  prevaricating  here, 
as  they  had  done  and  were  doing,  they  would  call 
on  the  government,  of  the  Unitad  States  to  protect 
them. 

[Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Mams,  after  which]  Mr.  A. 
said,  all  he  intended  to  say  was  what  he  did  not 
think  any  member  from  Maine  would  contradict, 
that,  in  the  event  of  a second  reference  to  a third 
power,  the  people  of  Maine  would  not  commence  a 
war  with  Great  Britain;  if  any  one  did  contradict  it, 
let  ttie  two  statements  be  put  side  by  side. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  said  it  was  not  his  feeling,  nor  the 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Maine,  that  this  ques- 
tion shouid  be  again  submitted  to  a reference  in  the 
manner  or  af  all  under  the  terms  upon  which  it  was 
submitted  by  a former  administration. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  gentleman  was  very  cautious 
in  his  declaration  that  the  people  would  not  submit 
to  another  reference.  He,  (Mr.  A.)  declared  they 
would  submit  to  it,  and  he  said  that  they  ought  to 
submit  to  it  in  case  the  event  should  come:  and 
one  of  his  chief  motives  in  addressing  the  house 
at  this  time  was  to  say  that  he  approved  entirely  of 
this  determination  on  the  part  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States.  He  thought  the  chief  executive 
of  this  country  was  authorised  to  make  such  a re- 
ference, and  he  was  gratified  to  find  such  a deter- 
mination had  been  formed;  for  nothing  could  be 
more  effectual  in  preventing  that  collision  which 
many  of  them,  and  he  among  the  number,  were  so 
apprehensive  of.  He  believed  it  was  the  most  pa- 
cific and  conciliatory  course  which  could  have  been 
determined  upon;  for  that  reason  he  approved  of  it, 
and  it  would  be  approved  of  by  (he  whole  civilized 
race  of  mankind.  It  came  precisely  to  that  point 
in  reference  to  which  so  many  petitidns  had  been 
brought  into  this  house,  and  to  which  he  wished 
the  house  had  paid  more  attention — that  was  to  say, 
a general  principle  which,  by  the  force  of  public, 
opinion,  should  compel  all  governments  in  the  world 
to  resort  to  this  pacific  mode  of  settling  difficulties 
rather  than  by  a resort  to  war.  The  two  nations — 
the  British  people  and  the  people  of  the  U.  States — 
he  might  say  unanimously,  for  he  scarcely  believ- 
ed there  was  a man  but  who  deprecated  a war 
between  tile  two  nations — all  deprecated  a resort  to 
war.  The  reference  of  the  question  to  arbitrators 
was  an  honorable  mode  of  proceeding;  no  nation 
could  refuse  to  adopt  such  a course.  The  British 
government  he  maintained,  must  compulsively,  whe- 
ther they  would  or  not,  accept  the  proposition;  and 
if  not  compelled,  they  would  do  it  from  motives  of 


policy;  and  therefore  he  concluded  there  was  no 
danger  ol  a war.  The  only  doubt  he  could  enter- 
tain would  be  that  the  people  of  Maine,  in  the  im- 
patience and  impetuosity  which  they  must  natural- 
ly feel  for  their  own  interests  and  their  own  rights, 
might,  by  their  own  indiscretion,  commence  hostili- 
ties. He  did  not,  however,  apprehend  such  an 
event,  nor  did  he  still  believe  that  any  member 
would  rise  and  say  that  there  was  danger  of  war 
from  that  source. 

Mr.  Albert  Smith  was  unable,  he  said,  after  pay- 
ing the  strictest  attention  to  the  remarks  ol  the 
venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams),  to  comprehend  them.  He  alluded  to  ttie 
remarks  of  that  gentleman  expressing  his  unwilling- 
ness to  throw  even  a scintilla  of  censure  on  the 
course  of  governor  Fairfield  last  spring,  and  com- 
pared them  with  his  present  declaration,  that  there 
would  be  no  war  unless  the  state  ol  Maine  should,  by 
her  own  act,  bring  it  upon  us.  The  soil  was  invaded 
then.  Was  it  not  invaded  now?  Were  the  people 
of  Maine  supposed  to  have  less  regard  for  the  inte- 
grity of  their  soil  this  year  than  they  had  the  Iasi? 
And  w'ere  they  now  to  be  considered  indiscreet  and 
rash  for  asserting  and  maintaining  its  integrity?  He 
certainly  could  not  comprehend  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  S.  eulogized  the  governor  of  Maine,  who  still, 
he  said,  remained  at  his  post.  Ttie  people  of  that 
state  respected  and  honored  their  chief  magistrate; 
and  so  long  as  that  officer  retained  his  station,  he 
would  never  relinquish  one  iota  of  (tie  rights  for 
which  the  people  of  Maine  were  ready  to  shed  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  Whether  the  national  go- 
vernment defended  the  integrity  of  the  soil  of  Maine 
or  not,  (of  which,  however,  be  had  no  fears),  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  find  that  the 
people  of  that  state  were  true  to  themselves,  to  their 
state,  and  the  country. 

He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  entirely  as  to  the 
tone  of  the  correspondence  alluded  to,  and  he  (Mr. 
S.)  regarded  that  correspondence  as  a triumphant 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  Maine,  and  not  only  so, 
but  as  evincing  on  the  part  of  the  general  govern- 
ment an  invincible  deteimination  to  stand  by  the 
rights  of  Maine. 

Mr.  S.  was  understood,  in  conclusion,  to  say  that 
the  people  of  Maine  were  willing  that  suitable  per- 
sons should  go  on  to  the  territory  with  their  treaty 
and  their  instruments  and  draw  the  line,  but  they 
never  would  consent  to  submit  a decision  of  this 
question  to  any  tiibunal  on  any  other  condition 
than  that  the  referees  should  go  upon  the  land,  ex- 
amine the  territory,  and  mark  out  and  establish  the 
tract. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  said  that  the  information  sought 
in  the  resolution  had  been  communicated  informally 
to  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and  that  it  was 
now  before  that  committee  for  the  purpose  of  being 
acted  upon.  He  wag  understood  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  best  plan  would  be  to  have  the  matter 
referred  to  the  committee,  that  they  might  report 
upon  it,  and  that  the  whole  might  be  printed.  Still, 
however,  he  would  not  raise  any  special  objection 
to  Hie  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  question  to  which  the  resolution  looked.  He 
thought  there  was  no  reason  for  this  haste.  He 
would  say  that  the  conduct  of  the  general  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  Maine  met  his  entire  approval. 
He  was  rejoiced  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adams);  speaking  out  as  all  would  have  expected 
him  to  do,  not  only  with  the  spirit  and  manliness  of 
an  American  patriot,  but  with  the  wisdom  of  an 
American  statesman.  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  not  recent- 
ly believed  there  was  any  danger  of  war,  though  he 
did  believe  so  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  He 
believed  that  in  the  condition  in  which  the  matter 
now  stood,  war  was  impossible.  Great  Britain 
must  accede  to  the  proposition  as  made;  if  not,  she 
would  accede  to  it  with  certain  modifications.  He 
would  say  here  that  whilst  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
government  to  speak  the  language  of  kindness  and 
protection  to  Maine,  it  was  its  duty  also  to  speak 
the  language  of  firmness,  nay,  somewhat  of  stern- 
ness, to  (he  authorities  of  Maine.  He  knew  how 
deeply  exciting  a matter  a contest  for  territory  was; 
but  whilst  Maine  was  given  to  understand  that  we 
intended  to  jirotect  her  rights  and  give  her  the  land 
(as  to  her  right  to  which  he  had  no  earthly  doubt) 
or  an  equivalent  for  it — still  he  wished  her  to  un- 
derstand that,  if  a war  came,  it  was  our  war.  We 
took  the  matter  out  of  her  hands;  and  if  we  were  to 
have  a war,  it  was  but  light  (hat  we  should  have  the 
negotiation  too.  It  was  too  absurd  to  think  of  the 
state  of  Maine  talking  of  fighting  Great  Britain. 
He  repealed,  as  the  war  would  be  ours,  if  there  was 
any,  let  us  also  have  the  negotiation. 

Mr.  T.  was  not  disposed  to  act  upon  the  matter 
of  tortifications  now  at  all  events.  If  there  was  to 


be  a w ar,  or  a reasonable  chance  of  a war — if  there 
was  one  chance  in  one  thousand  lhat  would  justify 
putting  tlie  country  in  a condition  to  meet  it,  we 
could  not  arm  too  speedily  nor  too  closely.  If  not, 
we  could  not  spend  too  little  in  that  way,  lor  we 
had  too  little  to  spend.  And  if.  when  advices  had 
been  received  from  England,  they  should  not  be  al- 
together pacific,  and  such  as  would  justify  the  con- 
fident anticipation  of  peace,  he  was  then  ready  to 
arm  the  country,  not  so  much  on  the  point  of  dan- 
ger as  of  national  honor.  He  was  not  willing  to 
treat  with  Great  Britain  while  British  bayonets  and 
British  fortifications  were  scattered  along  the  whole 
line  of  our  coast — he  desired  to  treat  with  arms  in  his 
hands.  But  lie  was  not  disposed  to  accelerate  that 
slate  of  things,  or  to  create  additional  fever  temper 
in  relation  to  this  question.  Six  months  would  put 
us  in  a condition  to  resist  any  aggression;  nay,  lie 
believed  we  might  resist  it  without  any  fortifica- 
tions at  all.  We  had,  thank  God,  the  same  means 
which  enabled  general  Jackson  to  meet  the  enemy 
on  the  plains  of  Louisiana.  We  had  the  same 
means  of  protection — the  same  stout  hearts  and 
strong  arms  in  the  freemen  of  this  country. 

Mr.  T.  repelled  the  idea  of  invasion  of  the  Ameri- 
can soil,  and  insisted  that  we  had  already  fortifica- 
tions which,  for  a very  little  money,  and  in  a lew 
weeks,  would  put  the  country  in  a condition  suc- 
cessfully to  resist  attack.  This  led  to  some  cross- 
questioning  between  Mr.  T.  and  Mr.  Wise,  as  to 
ttie  state  ol  the  fortification  ol  the  country. 

After  w hicb,  Mr.  Hand  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. And  there  was  a second.  And  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken;  and,  being 
taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  reso- 
lution, as  modified,  w’as  adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition ol  the  banks  ol  the  United  States;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  And,  on  motion 
of  the  same  gentleman,  2,000  extra  copies  thereof 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  also  laid  beforp  the  house  a com- 
munication from  the  second  auditor,  communicat- 
ing copies  of  accounts  rendered  by  persons  charged 
with  ttie  disbursement  of  money  lor  the  benefit  ol 
Indians,  &c.  Referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  huuse  certain 
depositions  in  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  con- 
tested election;  referred  to  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions. v 

Mr.  Bond  obtained  leave  to  make  a personal  ex- 
planation in  relation  to  a debate  in  which  he  parti- 
cipated in  on  Thursday  last,  w'hich  he  stated  was 
misrepresented  in  the  Globe,  between  Mr.  Medill 
and  himself;  to  which  Mr.  Medill,  by  leave,  re- 
plied. 

Mr.  Weller  obtained  a similar  leave,  but  was 
called  to  order  for  personal  language,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  take  his  seat.  For  a few  moments  much 
confusion  and  uproar  were  apparent,  which,  howr- 
ever,  was  silenced  by  the  successful  demand  of  Mr. 
Andrews  that  the  house  pass  to  the  special  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  hav- 
ing been  made  the  special  order,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair),  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  thereof.  A long  de- 
bate, at  first  rather  of  a desultory  kind,  thereupon 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Wise,  Jones,  Cushing , 
While,  of  Kentucky,  Bell,  Biddle,  Vanderpoel,  Hub- 
bard, Evans  [in  explanation],  and  Graves,  paitici- 
pated.  After  which  Mr.  Duncan  obtained  the  floor, 
but  giving  way  to  a motion,  by  Mr.  Briggs,  that  the 
committee  rise,  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  April  10.  The  business  first  in  order 
was  a resolution,  heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  Briggs 
from  the  committee  on  public  expenditures,  pro- 
viding that  the  duties  originally  assigned  to  lhat 
committee  having  been  since  transferred  to  other 
committees,  and  the  said  committee  on  public  ex- 
penditures having  no  duties  to  perform,  it  therefore 
be  abolished. 

Mr.  Cushing  entered  into  an  argument  of  con- 
siderable length  against  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution. He  denied  not  only  the  premises  of  the 
resolution,  but  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
these  premises,  even  if  true;  and  denied,  therefore, 
the  entire  proposition  contained  in  it,  and  was  Op- 
posed to  its  adoption.  If  the  committee  was  to  be 
abolished  at  all,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  done  un- 
der a general  revision  of  tile  rules  ot  the  house  at 
the  commencement  of  thq  session,  and  not  at  a time 
when  there  were  objects  requiring  its  investigation, 
and  when  the  couulry  needed  the  light  which  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  that  committee  to  bestow. 


no 
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Mr.  Bond,  as  a member  of  the  committee  on 
public  expenditures,  wished  that  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  resolution  might  be  decided  upon 
at  once — instanter;  for  he  desired  either  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  obligations  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  else  to  go  on  with  the  matters  ot  which 
it  had  cognizance. 

Mr.  Briggs  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr.  Cushing, 
and  went  into  a statement  of  the  history,  powers 
and  duties  of  the  committee.  The  committee,  he 
said,  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  after  a full  exa- 
mination of  the  rule  under  which  it  wa3  appointed, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  other  rules  of  the 
house,  that  they  had  no  duties  to  perform — that 
their  appointment  was  a mere  matter  of  formality; 
and,  being  so,  they  wished,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Bond ) had  stated,  to  have  the  matter 
decided  at  once.  They  had  wished  it  to  have  been 
decided  long  ago,  and  it  was  not  their  fault  that  it 
had  not  been.  They  had,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
their  appointment,  and  as  soon  as  they  could  find  a 
place  in  which  to  meet,  instructed  him  to  report 
Ihe  resolution  now  before  the  house.  Mr.  B.  went 
into  some  amusing  statements  to  show  the  perfect 
oblivion  to  which  every  thing  connected  with  this 
committee,  save  its  name  alone,  had  been  con- 
signed. .... 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  make  some  remarks,  but  the 
finger  of  the  clock  pointing  (though  an  inch  or  two 
obhquely ) to  the  hour  of  one — 

Mr.  W.  yielded  to  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  who 
called  for  the  special  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Bell,  by  general  consent,  submitted  a motion 
that  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  have  leave  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers  in  the  matters  referred 
to  them  as  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Winnebago  Indians;  which  motion  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

The'  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations lor  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Duncan,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  committee  at  great  length,  in 
a review  of  the  military,  political  and  pmcuniaiy 
merits,  qualifications,  propensities  and  attributes, 
of  general  Harrison,  See. 

After  which  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  11.  The  business  before  the 
house  during  the  morning  hour  was  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Briggs,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  public  expenditures,  providing  that,  as  the 
duties  originally  assigned  to  that  committee  have 
been  transferred  to  other  committees,  leaving  the 
said  committee  no  duties  to  perfoim,  it  therefore 
be  abolished. 

Mr.  Wise  addressed  the  house  with  much  ear- 
nestness in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  in  a speqeh 
in  which  he  animadverted  with  great  severity  on 
the  neglect  to  investigate  the  abuses  which  he  said 
were  great  and  numerous  in  the  departments,  and 
on  the  reasons  which  had  been  urged  in  support  of 
the  resolution.  The  morning  hour  expired  before 
Mr.  \V  . had  concluded  his  remarks;  but,  by  con- 
sent of  the  house,  he  was  permitted  to  finish. 

A number  of  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table 
were  taken  up,  read  and  referred;  alter  which  the 
house  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  |Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in 
the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill.  After  some  discussion 
on  a question  of  order,  Mr.  Giddings,  ot  Ohio, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 
and  thereupon  proceeded  to  address  the  committee 
at  considerable  length  in  a speech,  in  which  he  ad- 
verted to  many  items  of  expenditure  in  the  depart- 
ments on  which  he  commented  as  extravagant  and 
in  contrast  with  the  economical  professions  of  the 
administration;  and,  in  the  close,  took  occasion  to 
reply  to  several  charges  which  had  been  advanced 
against  the  character  of  general  Harrison. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  insisted  on  the  rule  prescribing 
that  a bill  in  committee  shall  be  debatedin  order  ot 
its  sections,  and  contended  that  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  was  not  in  order.  The 
chair  overruled  the  objection;  whereupon,  Mr. 
Dromgoole  took  an  appeal,  but  subsequently  with- 
drew it.  The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Gid- 
dings ’ motion,  and  it  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 

The  first  item  of  the  bill  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Wise  went  at  large  into  a speech  in  which  he  com- 
pared the  amount  to  be  appropriated  to  the  civil 
list  by  this  bill  with  the  amount  of  similar  appro- 
priations in  former  years,  especially  with  those  of 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  which  had  been 
so  much  reprobated  by  its  opponents. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  addressed  the  committee  in  reply,  vin- 


dicating the  bill,  and  challenging  Mr.  W.  to  a de- 
tailed examination  of  its  iteni3. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  in  rejoinder,  and  having  accepted 
the  challenge,  and  produced  a portlolio  of  papers 
as  preparatory  to  his  speech.  Loud  cries  were 
made  to  rise,  and  Mr.  W.  yielding,  moved  for  the 
rising  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. Mr.  Wise  holding  the  floor  for  Monday. 

Monday,  April  13.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  containing  additional  testi- 
mony in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  election;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections. 

The  house  then  proceeded,  during  the  morning 
hour,  to  the  reception  of  petitions;  (the  residue  of 
the  day  having  already  been  set  apart  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  general  appropriation  bill). 

The  states  were  called  in  order,  when  memori- 
als were  presented  as  follows: 

Mr.  J.  W.  Williams  presented  petitions  to  pro- 
tect the  revenue  from  fraud;  which,  on  his  motion, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  hav- 
ing that  subject  under  consideration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  M.  Snow  and  others,  for 
rescinding  the  rule  rejecting  abolition  petitions. 

Mr.  Cushing  presented  resolves  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  setting  forth  that  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor,  upon  which  the  freedom  and 
prosperity  of  our  citizens  so  intimately  depend, 
ought  to  be  defined,  enforced  and  discharged  by 
uniform,  equitable  and  permanent  laws  throughout 
the  union;  that  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  each  state 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  states  requires 
the  simultaneous  exercise  by  congress  of  its  several 
powers,  to  regulate  commerce,  to  coin  money  and 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  to  establish  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy;  and  that  American 
commerce,  as  well  in  its  permanent  interests  as  its 
temporary  embarrassments,  justly  and  urgently 
calls  upon  congress  to  exercise  its  constitutional 
power  to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  in  presenting  these  resolves,  he 
took  leave  to  add  the  expression  of  his  earnest  hope 
and  desire  that  congress  would  act  on  the  subject 
the  present  session. 

The  resolves  were  then  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Lincoln  presented  resolves  of  the  legislature 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  declaring 
the  sense  of  the  legislature,  that  the  people  of  that 
commonwealth  have  just  cause  of  complaint  on  ac- 
count of  the  treatment  by  the  general  government, 
in  withholding  the  payment  of  the  claims  for  militia 
disbursements  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  state 
in  the  late  war  with  great  Britain,  after  the  same 
had  been  examined  and  allowed  by  the  officer  duly 
appointed  to  make  such  examination:  and  further 
declaring  that  the  course  pursued  by  congress  in 
this  matter,  towards  Massachusetts,  is  a manifest 
violation  of  justice,  and  that  she  would  not  be  true 
to  herself  if  she  should  consent  to  remain  contented 
and  silent,  while  she  is  deprived  of  her  acknow- 
ledged rights. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  the  printing  of  the  resolves, 
and  their  reference  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs;  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Lincoln  also  offered  the  petition  of  Charles 
White  and  numerous  other  citizens  of  Holden,  in 
the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Massachusetts, 
remonstrating  against  the  rule  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives excluding  from  reception  petitions  on 
the  subject  of  slavery;  and  asking  its  immediate 
repeal;  which  petition  Mr.  L.  moved  to  have  re- 
ferred to  a select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  a rescission  of  the  obnoxious  rule.  Ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  having  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to 
laws  passed  by  other  states,  which  led  to  the  im- 
prisonment of  citizens  of  Massachusetts  within 
their  bounds,  moved  their  reference  to  a select 
committee.  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved 
that  they  lie  on  the  table.  On  this  motion  Mr. 
Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
102,  nays  49.  So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  same  disposition  was  made  of  another  resolu- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  declaring  the 
rule  adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives  ex- 
cluding abolition  petitions  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
constitution:  yeas  105,  nays  44. 

The  hour  expired  before  Mr.  Adams  had  got 
through  presenting  his  memorials;  but  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  Mr.  Dawson,  by  leave,  obtained  the  reference 
of  some  papers  presented  by  them,  the  particulars 
of  which  the  reporter  did  not  obtain. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  moved  to  defer 
the  order  of  the  day,  (viz:  the  general  appropria- 


tion bill),  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  call  of 
the  states  for  petitions;  but  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  moved  that  the  house  now  proceed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  hoped,  before  the  house  pro- 
ceeded further,  that  the  minority  of  the  committee 
on  the  public  printing  would  be  permitted  to  pre- 
sent the  report  they  had  prepared  on  the  resolution 
submitted  to  that  committee,  that  it  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed,  so  as  to  give  time  for  its 
consideration  before  that  subject  came  up. 

Mr.  Black,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  print- 
ing, objecting  to  this  course,  Mr.  Graves  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority to  be  received.  Mr.  Black  said  the  majority 
of  the  committee  had  not  yet  made  their  report  in 
full.  The  time  within  which  they  were  allowed  to 
do  so  had  been  extended  by  a vote  of  the  house, 
and  he  meant  to  avail  himself  of  the  utmost  limit 
allowed  him.  If  the  minoiity  of  the  committee 
chose  to  present  their  views  in  the  meanwhile,  they 
might  do  so;  but  lie  hoped  their  report  would  not 
be  printed  till  that  of  the  majority  should  have 
been  received.  Mr.  Graves  said  that  the  time  al- 
lowed the  committee  would  expire  to-morrow. — 
The  question  being  put  on  suspending  the  rules,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  yeas  74,  nays  89.  So  the  house  refused 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  Mr.  Garland  to  intro- 
duce the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  printing  com- 
miltee. 

Mr.  Jones  renewed  his  call  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Graves  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  printing  be 
instructed  to  report  forthwith  upon  that  branch  of  the 
subject  referred  to  them  which  proposes  an  inquiry  into 
the  propriety  of  separating  the  public  printing  from  the 
political  press. 

Mr.  Black  objecting,  Mr.  Graves  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  enable  him  to  move  this  resolu- 
tion; when,  after  a brief  colloquy  between  Messrs. 
Graves  and  Black,  which  was  not  in  order.  The 
question  was  put,  and  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  was  negatived,  without  a count. 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Il- 
linois, in  the  chair),  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill.  Mr.  Wise,  who  had  the  floor,  resumed  his 
speech  upon  the  bill;  insisting  further  on  the  ground 
he  bad  before  taken  in  reference  to  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  present  administration,  in  illustration 
of  which  he  went  into  a comparison  of  the  expen- 
ditures under  the  different  presidents  of  the  United 
States  from  general  Washington  downward — con- 
cluding the  whole  by7  the  position  that  this  adminis- 
tration had  doubled  the  expenditure  of  its  illustri- 
ous predecessor;  and  had,  in  time  of  peace,  nearly 
trebled  the  expenditure  of  Mr.  Madison’s  adminis- 
tration during  our  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  that 
averaging  but  eighteen  millions,  w’hile  the  expen- 
ditures under  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  averaged  thirty- 
seven  millions. 

Mr.  Jones  rose  in  reply,  insisting  that  the  excess 
of  expenditure  was  owing  to  a variety  of  appropri- 
ations of  money  for  special  objects,  which  did  not 
enter  into  the  expenditures  of  former  years.  If 
these  were  deducted,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
expenses  of  government  had  only  increased  with  the 
gradual  increase  of  population,  and  the  power  and 
greatness  ofthe  nalion,  &c. 

The  debate  was  continued  until  six  o’clock  by 
Messrs.  Samuels,  Stanly,  Wise  and  Hopkins. 

Mr.  Slanly,  when  he  took  the  floor,  expressed 
his  intention  to  reply  to  some  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Duncan  in  committee  the  other  day,  iu  relation  to 
the  charge  of  abolition  brought  against  general  Har- 
rison, and  read  a great  number  of  extracts  from  dif- 
ferent papers.  In  the  course  of  the  reading,  Mr. 
Hopkins  and  Mr.  Wise,  who  rose  in  the  first  instance 
merely  incidentally,  were  drawn  into  a long  and 
very  animated  debate,  the  effect  of  which  was  es- 
sentially, though  under  the  acquiescing  courtesy 
of  Mr.  Slanly,  to  exclude  him  from  the  debate  for 
the  residue  of  the  sitting. 

The  incidental  debate  having  been  finally  brought 
to  a close,  Mr.  Hopkins  said  he  would,  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stanly),  move  that  the  committee  rise.  Mr.  Stanly 
was,  he  said,  for  his  own  part,  willing  to  go  on;  but 
as  gentlemen  around  him  seemed  desirous  that  the 
committee  should  rise,  he  would  give  way  for  the 
motion.  And  the  committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  14.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Virginia,  the  house  took  up,  considered  and  adopted 
a resolution  heretofore  offered  by  him,  providing 
for  the  printing  of  2,500  extra  copies  of  the  report 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  18,  1840— CONGRESS. 


Ill 


of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  condition  of 
the  deposite  banks. 

The  speaker  announced  the  special  order  of  the 
day  to  be  the  report,  heretofore  made,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  on  printing. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  general  consent 
of  the  house  to  otfer  a resolution,  providing  that  the 
special  order  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
public  printing  be  postponed  until  the  house  shall 
finally  have  disposed  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1840;  and  that  the  said 
special  order  be  then  taken  up  and  considered  as 
though  no  postponement  thereof  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  said  that,  before  that  was  done, 
he  hoped  the  house  would  consent  to  let  him  make 
a report  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  the 
public  printing.  Otherwise  he  should  object. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  and  Mr.  Briggs  put  inquiries  to 
the  chair  as  to  the  condition  of  the  business  before 
the  house;  after  which,  objection  was  made  to  al- 
lowing Mr.  R.  Garland  to  make  his  report.  Mr. 
R.  Garland  said  that  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  on  printing  (Mr.  Black),  had  been  di- 
rected to  draw  up  a report  ever  since  the  16th  of 
March,  and  it  was  not  here  yet.  Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis 
said  he  understood  the  chairman  was  ready  to  make 
his  report  this  morning.  Mr.  R.  Garland  said  he 
was  willing  to  withdraw  his  objection  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution  if  all  the  reports  and  pa- 
pers might  be  presented  to  the  house  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  Mr.  Black  said  that  whenever  the 
special  order  in  relation  to  the  public  printing 
should  come  up,  he  was  ready  to  make  a report 
from  the  majority  of  the  committee.  The  speaker 
said  that,  regularly,  that  special  order  would  come 
up  this  morning,  but  that  a motion  had  been  made 
to  postpone  it.  Mr.  Black  said  he  had  been  under 
the  impression  that  the  special  order  was  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill.  The  speaker  said  the  special 
order  was  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
public  printing.  Mr.  R.  Garland  suggested  that 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Black)  should 
now  make  his  report.  Mr.  Leet  said  that  if  the 
gentlemen  were  both  prepared  to  make  their  re- 
ports, he  would  suggest  that  the  reports  be  first 
made,  and  that  then  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jones)  be  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Black  said  he  was  ready  to  make  his  report.  And 
thereupon,  by  a process  so  sudden  and  informal  as 
almost  to  escape  observation,  Mr.  Rice  Garland 
handed  in  the  report  of  the  minority  with  a bill  ap- 
pended thereto;  and  Mr.  Black  handed  in  the  re- 
port of  the  majority,  and,  by  general  consent,  all 
the  said  documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed. — 
These  reports  relate  to  the  separation  of  the 
patronage  of  the  government  from  the  public  press. 

Mr.  Evans  was  understood  to  ask  for  the  leading 
of  the  bill  accompanying  the  report  of  the  minority. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  was  understood  to  submit  to  the 
chair  that  a bill  could  not  be  introduced  and  read 
except  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  or  on 
leave.  Mr.  R.  Garland  said  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  the  bill.  Let  it  be  printed,  however,  and 
he  would  add  to  the  report  of  the  minority  a propo- 
sition in  the  shape  of  a resolution.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
objected,  he  said,  to  any  bill  being  received  unless 
reported  in  the  usual  way.  The  speaker  said  it 
was  offered  only  in  the  shape  of  a recommendation 
from  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  as  a part 
of  their  report.  Mr.  Black  said  the  majority  of  the 
committee  had  reporled  no  bill,  and  he  objected  to 
any  bill  being  reported  by  ihe  minority.  The 
speaker.  The  house  does  not  receive  it  as  a bill. — 
Mr.  Wise.  It  is  only  part  of  the  report.  Mr. 
Black  moved  that  the  report  of  the  majority  be 
printed.  Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  that  that  report 
be  printed,  together  with  the  minority  report,  &c. 
Mr.  Boils  submitted  to  the  chair  that  the  question 
had  already  been  decided,  and  the  printing  been  or- 
dered. The  speaker  said  the  question  had  been  de- 
cided, and  the  question  before  the  house  was  on  the 
resolution  of  -the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Jones ) . 

Mr.  Russell  suggested  to  Mr.  Jones  to  modify  the 
resolution  so  as  to  exclude  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 
Otherwise  he  (Mr.  R.)  must  oppose  it.  Mr.  Jones 
having  declined  to  do  this,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  the  resolution  was  adopted.  So  the  special 
order  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  public 
rinting  was  postponed  until  the  house  shall  finally 
ave  disposed  of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts,  asked  leave  to  make  a report 
from  that  committee.  Objection  being  made,  Mr. 
J.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  on  which  mo- 
tion there  appeared:  ayes  70,  noes  40;  no  quorum 
voting.  Mr.  J.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
123,  nays  2S.  So  the  rules  were  suspended. — 
Mr.  J.  then  presented  his  report  (junder  a resolu- 


tion heretofore  adopted,  instructing  that  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  contracts  for  stationery,  &c). 
A majority  of  the  committee,  he  said,  had  concur- 
red in  it;  but  one  member  (Mr.  Johnslon,  of  New 
York)  dissented, and  wasprepared  (he  understood) 
to  submit  a counter  report.  At  the  time  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  the  committee  was  engaged  in 
an  examination  of  the  accounts  for  stationery  ren- 
dered at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  and  the 
operations  of  the  committee  had  been  suspended  in 
consequence  of  the  adoption  of  that  resolution.  The 
majority  had  instructed  him  to  say  that  they  consi- 
dered it  their  duty  to  go  on  and  audit  the  accounts, 
and  pay  what  might  seem  just,  unless  the  house 
thought  proper  to  instruct  them  to  the  contrary. 
He  would  move  that  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Johnslon,  of  New  York,  then  presented  a 
counter  report,  of  which  he  also  moved  the  print- 
ing. He  made  several  remarks,  of  which  the  re- 
porter could  hear  scarcely  any  thing  beyond  the 
statement  that  the  committee  had  refused  to  send 
for  witnesses  and  testimony  as  authorised  by  the 
resolution;  and  that  it  would  be  a mere  farce,  the 
committee  being  thus  disarmed,  to  permit  them  to 
go  on  of  their  own  volition,  and  in  their  own  way, 
and  to  audit  and  allow  the  payment  of  the  balance 
of  Mr.  Langtree’s  accounts. 

M r.  Everett  called  for  the  reading  of  the  two  reports. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  re-commitment  of  the 
report  to  the  committee  on  accounts,  with  instruc- 
tions, the  purport  of  which  was  understood  to  be, 
first,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  prices  paid 
by  the  clerk  for  stationery  were  as  reasonable  as 
those  paid  to  other  persons  for  stationery  of  like 
quality.  Secondly,  whether  it  was  not  of  an  inte- 
rior kind  compared  with  that  of  the  two  last  con- 
gresses. Thirdly,  whetherany  allowance  had  been 
asked'  by  the  clerk,  and,  if  an}',  how  much,  on  the 
score  of  difference  of  exchange.  And  fourthly, 
whetherany  advance  had  been  made  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Everett  then  renewed  his  call  for  the  reading 
of  the  two  reports;  first,  however,  asking  the  read- 
ing of  the  resolution  of  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee; which  having  been  read,  the  clerk  read  the 
report  of  the  majority,  (exclusive  of  the  accounts); 
and  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of  the  minority, 
but  had  not  concluded  when,  the  hour  of  one  hav- 
ing arrived — Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  house  pro- 
ceed to  the  special  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  further  reading  of  the 
report  be  dispensed  with,  in  order  that  the  printing 
ol  the  two  reports  and  documents  might  be  ordered. 
Mr.  Wise  objected  on  the  ground  that  he  desired  to 
move  a re-reference.  Mr.  Johnslon,  of  New  York, 
hoped  no  honorable  gentleman  would  contemplate 
moving  a re-reference  under  the  circumstances. 
And  pending  further  aclion  thereon,  the  house 
passed  to  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Tile  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia, 
again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois, 
in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Stanly,  who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday, 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Steenrod  spoke  in  reply,  defending  Mr.  Tap- 
pan,  of  the  senate,  from  the  attack  made  on  him  tor 
very  violent  language  used  by  him  in  regard  to 
slavery  and  slaveholders. 

Mr.  Stanly  rejoined;  commenting  with  greater 
severity  still  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  Mr. 
Tappan. 

Mr.  Dawson  remonstrated  against  the  diversion 
of  the  debate  from  the  subject  of  the  bill;  and  while 
he.  admitted  that  the  reputation  of  gen.  Harrison 
had  been  raised  very  much  in  consequence  of  all 
that  had  passed  between  his  enemies  and  defenders, 
he  deprecated  any  further  reference  to  the  merits 
of  either  of  the  presidential  candidates. 

Mr.  Graves  took  the  opposite  side,  and  insisted 
that  the  discussion  was  well  timed,  and  strictly  le- 
gitimate. and  he  hoped  it  would  continue. 

Mr.  Marvin  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Dawson, 
and  deprecated  the  course  of  debate  was  out  of  or- 
der and  gratuitous,  inasmuch  as  the  people  W'ere 
well  informed  on  all  the  topics  adverted  to. 

Mr.  Ogle,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  took  the  floor, 
and  having  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  clause  appropriating  $3,665  for  repairs  in  the 
presidential  mansion,  and  for  trees  and  shrubbery, 
&c.  for  the  further  improvement  of  the  grounds 
around  it:  indicating,  at  the  same  time,  his  pur- 
pose, when  in  order,  to  move  various  other  amend- 
ments, reducing  the  expenditure  for  foreign  inter 
course,  &c.  Mr.  O.  then  commenced  a review  of 
the  various  appropriations  made  for  the  purchase 
of  furniture  for  the  president’s  house  from  the  close 
of  Mr.  Adam's  administration  to  the  present  time; 
commenting,  as  he  proceeded,  in  a style  of  mingled 
humor  and  denunciation,  which  enchained  the  at- 


tention of  the  house  and  produced  loud  and  frequent 
bursts  of  merriment,  until  he  yielded  to  a motion  lor 
the  rising  of  the  committee,  which  motion  prevail- 
ing, the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday  April  15.  The  chair  announced  that 
the  first  business  in  order  wa3  the  reports  of  the 
committee  an  accounts,  in  relation  to  the  contracts 
existing  between  Mr.  Langtree  and  the  clerk  of  the 
house  tor  furnishing  stationery,  &c.;  and  the  imme- 
diate question  before  the  house  was  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  reports  to  the  committee  on  accounts, 
with  the  following  instructions,  moved  by  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin: 

‘•1.  Whether  the  prices  paid  by  the  clerk  of  this 
house  for  stationery  are  reasonable  prices,  when  com- 
pared with  what  stationery  can  be  purchased  for  from 
other  persons,  of  like  quality. 

“2.  Whether  the  stationery  is  not  of  an  inferior  kind, 
when  compared  with  the  stationery  purchased  for  this 
iiouse  at  the  last  two  sessions  of  congress. 

“3.  Whetherany  allowance  was  asked  by  the  clerk, 
either  in  writing  or  verbally,  for  the  difference  in  ex- 
change between  Philadelphia  and  New  York;  and  if 
any,  how  much. 

“4.  Whetherany  payment  has  been  made  by  the 
clerk  to  the  contractor,  in  advance,  on  his  contract,  or 
the  auditing  ofhis  account  by  the  committee. 

Alter  a lew  words  from  Messrs.  Johnslon,  of  New 
York,  and  James  Garland, 

Mr.  Johnslon,  of  N . York,  moved  the  following 
as  a substitute  for  the  above  instructions,  viz: 

“That  the  resolution  which  passed  this  house  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  last,  upon  the  subject  of  stationery, 
and  the  reports  thereon,  and  the  other  matters  therein 
contained,  be  committed  to  a select  committee,  with 
additional  instructions  to  inquire  and  report  to  the 
house: 

“Whether  the  prices  paid  by  the  clerk  of  this  house 
for  stationery  are  reasonable,  when  compared  with 
prices  for  which  stationery  of  the  same  quality  could 
have  been  purchased  of  other  persons  than  those  of 
whom  he  purchased. 

“2.  Whether  the  stationery  is  not  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity, when  compared  with  the  stationery  furnished  this 
house  at  the  last  two  sessions  of  congress. 

“3.  In  what  mode  or  manner  the  clerk  has  advanced 
or  paid  money  to  said  Langtree  in  relation  to  said  sta- 
tionery, the  amounts  paid,  and  the  different  times  when 
paid;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers.’’ 

Mr.  Johnson  then  went  inlo  a series  of  remarks 
ori  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee  on  ac- 
counts in  reference  to  the  contracts  of  the  clerk  of 
the  house  with  Mr.  Langtree  for  stationery;  remon- 
strating earnestly  against  the  recommitment  of  that 
subject  to  the  committee  on  accounts,  and  urging 
its  reference  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Joseph  Johnson,  ol  Va.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts,  responded  in  vindication  of  the 
course  of  the  committee,  and  expressed  his  entire 
willingness  that  the  subject  should  go  to  a select 
committee  if  the  house  so  willed. 

Before  he  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the  morn- 
ing hour  expired,  and  the  subject,  therefore,  lies 
over  until  to-morrow. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a number  of 
communications  on  his  table,  consisting  of  addition- 
al testimony  in  the  New  Jersey  case,  two  messages 
of  the  president  communicating  documents  in  reply 
to  calls  of  the  house,  also  sundry  private  bills  from 
the  senate;  all  of  which  were  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Davee  by  leave  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  demanded  the  order  of  the  day,  (which 
was  the  consideration  of  the  general  appropriation 
bill;)  when 

Mr.  Adams  earnestly  pressed  for  the  taking  up  of 
the  bill  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  public  revenue,  w hich 
had  also  been  made  the  order  for  this  day.  After 
much  conversation,  he  wished  it  made  at  least  the 
special  order  after  the  appropriation  bill  shall  have 
been  disposed  of,  and  so  continue  every  day  till 
gone  through  with;  but  this  the  house  ref  used,  and, 
alter  a desultory  discussion  on  ttie  order  of  busi- 
ness, it  was  finally  ordered  that  the  consideration  of 
that  bill  be  made  the  special  order  for  one  day  when 
the  general  appropriation  bill  should  have  been  dis- 
posed of. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and,  again  going  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair),  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Ogle,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed 
the  course  of  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  item 
in  the  bill  for  furniture  for  the  president’s  house, 
alterations,  trees,  shrubbery,  compost  and  labor,  on 
the  grounds  round  the  mansion;  and  had  not  con- 
cluded his  remarks  when  the  committee  rose  and 
the  house  adjourned. 
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Cumberland  road.  The  great  future.  During  the 
recent  debate,  not  yet  terminated,  on  appropriating 
$150,000  towards  going  on  with  this  road — to  which 
the  administration  members  are  strongly  opposed.  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Indiana,  in  the  course  of  a very  good 
speech,  in  favor  of  the  road,  thus  spoke  ot  what  it  is, 
and  is  to  be. 

“The  Cumberland  road  is,”  said  Mr.  Howard,  the 
greatest  of  all  our  national  works:  a thoroughfare  which 
let  politicians  talk  as  they  may,  and  resist  it  as  they  will, 
is  destined  to  be  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, and  through  them,  if  it  cannot  be  constructed 
over  them,  and  to  terminate  at  some  great  mart  on  the 
Pacific,  from  whence  our  trade  will  be  carried  on  with 
the  West  Indies,  not  Cuba,  Jamaica,  &c.  but  the 
West  Indies.  We  hear  the  Cumberland  road  spoke  of 
as  a local  measure.  Sir,  it  is  the  commencement  not 
of  an  Appain  or  Emilian  way,  but  of  a prouder  monu- 
ment— one  that  is  to  connect  two  oceans — that  even 
now  embraces  “in  its  ample  span”  almost  hall  a con- 
tinent. Yes,  sir,  oppose  it  as  you  please,  but  Ameri- 
can money,  American  genius  and  American  enter- 
prise, will  carry  it  forward,  and  it  will  be  travelled  by 
the  representatives  lrom  the  states  of  the  Oregon,  if 
the  spirits  of  disorder  and  disunion  shall  not  rend  us 
asunder,  and  defeat  that  destiny  which,  as  a united 
people,  awaits  us.  It  will  not  be  a canal,  frozen  up  in 
winter,  nor  a railway,  that  some  Charles  Martel,  with 
a single  blow,  may  render  unfit  for  use,  but  a paved 
highway,  over  which  our  armies  may  march,  our  muni- 
tions of  war  be  transported  from  one  side  ot  this  vast 
continent  to  the  other.  Sir,  our  children  will  look  with 
pride  upon  this  work,  and  boast  that  it  was  the  work  ot 
their  fathers.  I,  sir,  would  be  amongst  the  last  to  do 
violence  to  the  constitution;  but  both  the  instrument 
and  its  construction  have  been  given  to  us  by  the  states- 
men who  have  passed  away;  and  shall  we  now  cease 
to  make  it  that  beneficial  instrument,  which,  for  an 
age,  the  action  of  the  government  has  made  it'!” 

Complimentary.  A Newfoundland  paper  thus  com- 
pliments the  house  of  assembly  in  that  island: 

“Take  them  for  all  in  all,  lrom  the  speaker  down- 
wards, we  do  not  suppose  that  a greater  set  of  low- 
lived and  lawless  scoundrels,  as  public  men,  can  be 
found  under  the  canopy  of  heaven.” 

Death  of  captain  Riley.  We  regret  to  learn  that 
capt.  James  Riley  died  on  the  15th  March,  on  board 
of  his  brig,  the  William  Tell,  bound  to  Mogadore,  in 
the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

Captain  Riley  was  extensively  known  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe,  as  the  author  of  a personal  narrative  ot 
great  interest,  connected  with  his  shipwreck  and  cap- 
tivity among  the  wild  Arabs  on  the  southern  coast  ol 
Africa,  and  his  extraordinary  perils,  sufferings  and  ad- 
ventures. On  the  first  appearance  of  the  book  it  was 
supposed  by  many  to  have  been  a mere  romance, 
until  the  work  of  Judah  Paddock  was  published,  who 
had  been  wrecked  nearly  in  the  same  place  and  suf- 
fered among  the  savages  of  that  coast,  and  it  corrobo- 
rated many  of  capt.  Riley’s  details.  We  remember,  in 
particular,  how  little  credence  was  given  of  his  decla- 
ration, that  his  excessive  sufferings  had  so  reduced  him 
that  he  weighed  but  sixty  pounds.  It  is  rather  singular 
that  after  his  escape  from  the  Arabs,  and  the  kindness 
shewn  to  him  by  Mr.  Wiltshire,  at  Mogadore,  captain 
Riley  has  since,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  in 
which  he  resided  in  Ohio,  constantly  traded  to  that  port. 
He  was  familiar  with  its  commerce,  we  may  say  had 
nearly  the  entire  monopoly,  was  a favorite  with  the  au- 
thorities of  that  place,  yet  his  destiny  seemed  to  have 
led  him,  voyage  after  voyage,  to  approach  the  same 
coast,  the  same  “merchant-marring  rocks,”  the  same 
inhospitable  mountains  ot  sand,  so  long  the  scenes  of 
his  anguish  and  accute  sufferings.  He  must  have  been 
trading  from  this  country  to  Mogadore  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years.  Ol  late  his  health  has  been  declin- 
ing, his  robust  frame  seemed  to  have  given  way  to  dis- 
ease, and  he  finally  sank  under  it,  removed  from  his 
family  and  friends. 

Captain  Riley  in  many  respects  was  an  extraordina- 
ry man— -he  had  a strong  mind,  great  energy  and  per- 
severance of  character,  not  easily  daunted  by  danger, 
was  grateful  to  the  last  for  the  kindness  shown  to  him 
in  adversity,  and  possessed  many  excellent  traits  of 
character.  His  work,  which  may  be  considered  as  an 
authentic  detail,  has  had  a wide  circulation,  and  has 
always  been  considered  a very  interesting  narrative. 

[New  York  Evening  Star. 

East  India  company.  A return  has  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  house  of  commons,  of  the  territorial  reve- 
nues and  disbursements  of  the  East  India  company, 
for  the  years  1835, 1836  and  1837,  with  an  estimate  ol 
both  for  1833.  The  results,  which  are  all  the  public 
care  about,  are  of  a very  favorable  kind.  In  the  year 
1835,  which  was  that  succeeding  the  abrogation  of  their 
charter  as  a trading  company,  and  in  which  the  greater 
part  of  their  commercial  assets  were  realized,  there  ex- 
isted a surplus  of  income  over  expenditure  of  .£8, 006,000, 
after  deducting  a sum  of  £2,003,050  set  apart  for  the 
formation  of  a guarantee  fund  for  the  proprietors  of  East 
India  stock.  In  1836  the  surplus  was  £2,000,000;  in 
1337,  £2,470,000;  and  for  1833  the  estimate  of  surplus 
is  £l,3u0,000.  The  public  debt  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, at  the  several  residences,  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1337,  is  stated  at  £30,400,000,  and  the  interest  on  it  at 
£1,440,000.  The  rate  of  interest  paid  for  the  vari- 
ous loans  varies  from  4 to  10  per  cent,  but  the  average 
is  about 4 3-4  percent. 


Elections.  The  following  table  will  be  found  handy 
as  a matter  of  reference.  It  has  been  compiled  with 
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Those  states  marked  with  a star,  choose  members  of 
congress  on  the  same  day  that  state  officers  are 
chosen. 

The  electors  meet  at  the  capitals  of  the  respective 
states  in  which  they  are  chosen,  on  the  second  day  ot 
December,  and  give  in  their  ballots  for  president  and 
vice  president.  [ Boston  Dem. 

Extensive  fire.  Washington,  April  11.  A -great 
fire  broke  oat  in  the  heart  of  this  city  between  two  and 
three  o’clock  this  morning.  The  printing  office  of  the 
Madisonian  is  destroyed,  with  all  the  furniture, 'types, 
three  good  presses  and  a large  quantity  of  paper.  Mr. 
Alien,  the  proprietor’s,  loss  is  estimated  at  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  no  insurance.  The  office  and  bin- 
dery of  the  Democratic  Review  were  destroyed,  in- 
cluding many  copies  of  the  Madison  papers  and^  the 
plates.  The  proprietors  have  an  insurance  of  six  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  Medical  college  of  the  city  was  also  burnt  and 
other  buildings.  I have  heard  no  estimate  of  the  loss, 
and  hardly  know  its  extent.  Mr.  Allen  slept  in  one 
ot  the  rooms  of  the  building  adjoining  his  printing  of- 
fice, and  went  through  every  part  of  it  an  hour  or  two 
before  the  conflagration.  In  the-room  adjoining  the 
office  there  had  been  no  fire,  and  the  general  opinion  is 
that  the  building  was  set  on  fire 

The  madisonian  of  this  date  had  been  wholly  issued. 
The  publication  of  the  paper  will  not  be  suspended,  but 
will  appear  as  usual  on  Tuesday. 

The  Globe  adds — The  roof  and  the  upper  floor  of  the 
Medical  college  were  burnt:  insured  for  $3,000;  and  it 
will  require  that  sum,  it  is  supposed,  to  repair  it.  The 
Baptist  church  was  injured  to  the  amount  of  $500  or 
$600.  A frame  soap  factory  was  entirely  destroyed, 
worth,  probably,  between  $800  and  $1,000. 

Law  of  newspapers.  We  learn  from  the  Boston 
Courier,  that  judge  Williams,  in  a late'  case  before  the 
common  please,  laid  down  the  law  in  relation  to  a ques- 
tion interesting  to  editors  of  newspapers,  as  follows: 

1.  Wheie  a subscriber  to  a newspaper  orders  it  to  be 
discontinued,  and  it  continues  to  be  left  at  his  residence, 
the  presumption,  is,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to 
the  contrary,  that  it  is  left  by  the  subscriber’s  orders,  and 
upon  a promise  to  pay  for  it. 

2.  If  a newspaper  is  left  from  day  to  day  for  a person 
at  his  place  of  business  with  his  knowledge  and  con- 
sent, though  not  his  express  consent,  and  if  he  has  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  is  so  left  under  the  belief,  though  a 
mistaken  one,  that  he  is  a subscriber,  and  under  the 
expectation  that  he  is  to  pay  for  ii;  in  that  case  be  will  be 
bound  to  pay  for  it,  unless  he  gives  a notice  to  discon- 
tinue it. 

Methodists.  The  doctrines  of  Weslyan  Methodism 
are  now  preached  in  more  than  20  different  languages. 
From  Oxford,  where  it  was  first  attempted,  they  havei 
gone  and  erected  their  standard  in  every  town  in  Eng- 
land, in  western  and  southern  Africa,  Ceylon  and  con- 
tinental India,  New  South  Wales,  Van  Diemans’  Land, 
New  Zealand,  Toga,  Habai  islands,  Vavou  islands,  Fe- 
jee  islands,  the  West  Indies,  the  Canadas,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  Sweden,  Germany,  France,  Cadiz,  Gibraltar 
and  Malta,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Foundland,  Isle  of  Man, 
Isle  of  Wight,  Isle  of  Jersey,  Guernsey  and  Alderney, 
the  Friendly  islands  and  Texas,  besides  our  own  26 
United  States. 

There  are  in  England  3,000  Methodist  chapels  and 
279,000  members;  3,339  Sabbath  schools,  341,442 
scholars,  and  59,217  teachers. 

In  Canada,  there  are  14,000  members;  in  Ireland, 
26,244.  In  the  United  States  the  Methodist  episcopal 
church  has  28  annual  conferences,  3,106  preachers  in 
actual  service,  216  superannuated,  or  worn  out  in  the 
service,  and  about  5,800  local  preachers,  and  2,420,000 
members  attendant  upon  their  ministry;  besides  80,000 
colored  members,  and  upward  of  2,000  converted  In- 
dians. And  there  are  in  immediate  connection  with 
the  several  conferences,  6 collegiate  institutions,  and  1 
university,  besides  many  minor  and  private  establish- 
ments. Four  of  these  are  west  of  the  Allegheny  moun- 
tains, and  three  in  the  Atlantic  states.  [ Chr . Index. 


Mexico.  An  entire  revolution  took  place  at  Laguna 
on  the  10; h March,  the  people  rising  en  tnasse  in  favor 
of  federalism,  and  declaring  the  port  open  to  all  na- 
tions. Like  movements  occurred  in  the  interior,  and 
an  army  of  5,000  federalists  organizing  at  Merida  had 
proceeded  against  Campeachy.  The  British  ship  Tyer- 
wald  had  arrived  at  Campeachy  from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
succeeded  in  landing  and  getting  in  the  city  300  troops. 
The  gates  of  the  city  were  closed,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Mole  gate.  On  the  19th,  700  more  federal  troops 
left  Merida,  to  assist  in  capturing  Campeachy.  The 
federal  army  had  no  heavy  cannon,  and  it  was 
thought  the  garrison  would  be  reduced  by  starvation. 
Flour  was  35  dollars.  On  the  13th,  the  government  is- 
sued a proclamation,  ordering  those  that  could  not  pro- 
vide two  months’  provisions  in  their  houses,  to  leave 
the  city. 


Newspapers.  It  appears  from  a pretty  carefully  col- 
lected table  in  the  Boston  Almanac,  (though  by  the 
way,  we  see  some  errors  in  the  list  of  our  papers)  that 
the  numbers  in  Maine,  including  semi-weeklies,  &c. 
is  43;  in  New  Hampshire,  25;  in  Connecticut,  30; 
Rhode  Island,  15;  Massachusetts,  109;  total,  248  in 
New  England.  Those  who  are  curious  in  such  mat- 
ters may  amuse  themselves  by  comparing  these  returns 
with  the  respective  populations  of  the  states.  Massa- 
chusetts would  be  found  greatly  ahead  in  such  a cal- 
culation, having  over  double  the  number  of  papers 
than  New  Hantp-hire  and  Vermont  have  together. 
The  two  last  are  just  equal  to  each  other,  if  to  the 
New  Hampshire  list  be  added,  as  it  should  be.  Hill’s 
“Monthly  Visiter.”  In  Boston  much  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  papers  to  the  population  is  found,  as  might 
be  expected — being  46  (at  least)  to  80,000  inhabitants, 
or  one  to  every  1,739.  [Boston  Transcript. 

C.  G.  Newcomb.  The  New  York  papers  of  Satur- 
day contain  an  advertisement  offering  a reward  of 
$5,000,  with  all  reasonable  expenses,  for  the  apprehen- 
sion and  delivery  to  the  officers  of  justice  in  that  city, 
of  C.  G.  Newcomb,  late  first  teller  of  the  Manhattan 
bank. 

Oreson.  The  bill  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn,  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  this  fine  territo- 
ry, proposes  that  congress  shall  provide  a bounty  of 
640  acres  of  land  for  every  white  male  inhabitant  of 
said  territory  of  the  age  of  18  years,  or  upwards,  who 
shall  cultivate  and  use  the  same  for  five  consecutive 
years. 

There  has  never  been  a final  adjustment  of  the 
question  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning the  right  to  the  Oregon  region.  Our  claim 
rests  partly  upon  the  first  discovery  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  or  Oregon  river,  and  the  subsequent  explora- 
tion of  the  country  by  Lewis  and  Clarke;  and  the 
right  is  still  farther  secured  by  the  Florida  treaty,  which 
vests  in  the  United  States  all  the  rights  of  Spain  in  the 
northwest  from  California  to  the  Russian  settlements. 
The  Spanish  explorations  of  the  coast  were  made 
earlier  than  those  of  England,  and  in  so  far  as  such 
priority  may  give  superior  right  the  same  belongs  to  the 
United  States  by  virtue  of  the  transfer  from  Spain.  In 
our  treaties  and  negotiations  with  England,  the  settle- 
ment of  our  exact  boundary  line  in  this  direc.ion  has 
always  been  deferred  or  left  incomplete.  In  the  mean- 
time a powerful  agent  and  instrument  of  British  influ- 
ence, the  Hudson  Bay  company,  has  fixed  itself  upon 
the  territory  and  has  extended  its  operations  over  a 
vast  regiolf.  AVithin  a year  or  two  past  the  attention  of 
public  men  in  this  country  has  been  turned  occasion- 
ally to  the  subject,  and  its  great  importance  is  beginning 
to  be  acknowledged.  It  will  perhaps  cost  some  trou- 
ble to  retrieve  what  has  been  suffered  to  go  contrary  to 
our  interests  and  rights,  through  remissness  on  the 
part  of  the  nation  hitherto.  [Balt.  Amer. 

Oyster.  The  large  oyster  taken  by  Xavier  Fran- 
cois, while  oystering  on  Monday  last,  was  brought  up 
from  the  wharf  on  a dray  last  evening.  An  oyster 
measuring  tree  feet  one  inch  in  length  and  twenty- 
three  and  a half  inches  across  the  widest  part  of  it,  is 
a curiosity.  Mr.  Ayres,  the  purchaser,  will  exhibit  it 
at  the  Alhambra  this  day  at  11  o’clock,  when  it  will  be 
opened  and  served  up  in  his  usual  good  style. 

[Mobile  Adv. 

Printing  in  the  United  States.  According  to  an 
estimate  made  sometime  since,  by  the  New  Bedford 
Mercury,  the  printing  business  in  the  U.  States  gives 
employment  to  two  hundred  thousand  persons,  and 
thirty  millions  of  capital. 

Rhinocerous.  We  regret  to  learn,  that  the  Rhino- 
cerous  belonging  to  the  Zoological  Institute,  died  yes- 
terday. The  animal  was  valued  at  $15,000. 

The  coming  wheat  crop.  The  Alexandria  Gazette 
states  that  the  growing  wheat  looks  uncommonly  well, 
and  that  the  farmers  hope  for  large  crops.  We  trust 
that  no  fly,  nor  rust,  nor  smut  may  prevail,  to  blast  their 
expectations. 

Wheat  at  Harrisburg.  Alluding  to  certain  erro- 
neous reports,  in  distant  papers,  as  to  the  price  of 
wheat  (quoting  it  at  82  cents)  in  Harrisburg,  the  Tele- 
graph of  Tuesday  says:  “We  saw  a lot  of  fine  wheat 
offered  the  other  day  at  75  cents  a bushel,  cash;  but  no 
purchaser  was  found.  The  nominal  price  for  wheat  is 
75  cents,  but  no  one  wants  to  buy  at  that,  to  pay  cash; 
and  we  have  understood  that  it  has  been  sold  as  low 
as  72  cents  a bushel.  We  have  heard  of  some  sales 
of  very  fine  wheat  at  80  cents,  on  time.  This  is  the 
real  state  ol  the  wheat  market  at  Harrisburg.” 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

By  the  George  Washington,  from  Liverpool 
March  25.  1 

There  was  a report  in  London  that  the  kin"-  of 
Hanover  was  dead. 

Canada.  A motion  has  been  made  to  have  all 
the  expenses  of  lord  Durham  and  Powlett  Thomp- 
son, as  governor  of  Canada,  laid  before  parliament. 

Chinese  affairs.  It  is  well  known  that  double 
pay  has  been  given  to  some  parties  engaged  in  has- 
tening and  accompanying  the  armament  to  China, 
and  that  in  our  arsenals  the  Sabbath  has  been  em- 
ployed to  ex-pedite  the  completion  of  the  required  in- 
struments of  destruction.  Besides  the  addition  to 
onr  taxation  for  the  increase  of  the  army  anti  navy, 
the  price  of  tea  has  advanced  more  than  Is.  3d.  per 
pound,  which,  on  the  annual  consumption  of  the 
kingdom,  amounts  to  upwards  of  £2,500,000  ster- 
ling, chiefly  paid  by  the  working  classes. 

London  money  market,  March  23 d,  twelve  o'clock. 
Consols  for  immediate  transfer  are  90f  to  90|  and 
for  April  91.  Exchequer  bills  15  pm.  East  India 
bonds  3 pm.  New  3$  per  cents.  98  to  f . Dutch 
(2)  52J  to  53.  Spanish  bonds  heavy  23J,  Portu- 
guese 34j.  French  fives  from  1124  to  1124.  Russia 
1124  to  Austria  1 1 14. 

Colton,  at  Liverpool,  was  not  very  active  the  week 
preceding  the  24th  ult.  and  prices  had  receded  about 
id  per  lb.  and  the  receipts  had  been  large.  Flour 
and  wheat  were  dull  both  at  London  and  Liverpool; 
the  previous  rates  ot  the  former  were  scarcely  sus- 
tained while  the  latter  had  receded. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  March  24.  The  transac- 
tions in  wheat  since  Tuesday  have  been  of  verv 
limited  nature;  confined,  in  fact,  to  the  purchases 
of  needy  buyers  who,  on  Friday,  were  enabled  to 
supply  themselves  at  2d.  to  3d.  per  bushel  below  out- 
previous  quotations;  and,  at  this  decline  were  not 
induced  to  extend  their  dealings  beyond  what  might, 
be  required  by  their  iinmmediate  wants.  American 
free  flour  has  gone  off  slowly  at  43s.  6d.  per  barrel 
for  the  best  brands.  There  are  sellers  at  30s.  in 
bond,  but  no  purchases  have  transpired. 

FRANCE. 

Toulon,  March  18.  All  the  ships  in  our  roadstead 
Rre  getting  ready  for  sailing  at  a moment’s  notice. 
They  are  expected  to  be  sent  on  a cruise  off  the 
Vol.  VIII  — Sro.  8. 


coast  of  Africa,  from  Algiers  to  Morocco,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  expedition  against  Abdel 
Kader.  It  i3  almost  certain,  however,  that  the  Emir 
obtains  all  his  ammunition  from  Morocco  by  land- 
carriages,  and  this  we  shall  never  be  able  to  pie- 
vent. 

Havre  market,  March  28.  Cottons.  We  have  had 
generally  a languid  market  for  the  article,  since  our 
fast  report  of  the  15th  instant,  with  daily  drooping 
prices  for  the  United  States  short  staple  productions, 
which  are  1 a 2 centimes  per  4 kil.  lower  than  they 
were  a week  ago. 

The  sales  comprise  5,098  B.  consisting  of;  2,902 
B.  N.  Orleans,  at  f.  62  to  f.  98 — 378  B.  Mobile, at  f.  68 
to  f.  85; — 1,776  B.  Upland,  at  f.  65  to  f.  83;  the 
whole  duty  paid. 

On  the  other  hand,  notwithstanding  the  head 
wind  which  has  prevailed  during  the  greatest  part 
of  the  time,  a quantity  of  the  vessels  expected 
which  were  on  the  soundings  have  succeeded  in 
reaching  our  port,  and  have  brought  us  17,325  b. 
supplies,  viz:  16,700  b.  U.  States  and  675  b.  Brazils. 

Sales  in  March,  18,071  17,150 

Stock  “ 85,840  76,444 

Corn,  (yc.  Wheat  has  again  advanced  1 f.  per 
sack  of  200  k.  We  have  had  a sale  of  2,600  ho.  soft 
Odessa,  at  57f.  50  per  sack.  The  supplies  have 
been  732  sacks  and  13,000  ho.  from  the  north,  and 
a few  parcels  coastwise. 

A cargo  of  6,800  hec.  Wissmar  wheat  (averag- 
ing 764  k.  per  hec.)  has  just  been  disposed  of,  at 
70  f.  per  sack  of  200  k. 

Average  price  of  wheat  on  the  22d  March,  1840, 
70f.  per  sack,  1839, 59f.  do.  1838, 45f.  do.  1837,  42f. 
do.  1836,  40 f do. 

Flour  is  more  in  demand. 

GERMANY. 

Emigration  to  the  United  Stales.  “At  no  period,” 
the  Mayence  Gazette  observes  “was  emigration  to 
North  America  so  considerable  as  at  present.  The 
emigrants,  in  general,  are  families  in  easy  circum- 
stances, some  even  rich,  and  whole  caravans  of  them 
are  daily  passing  through  this  town.  The  Ameri- 
cans will  be  delighted  with  their  new  colonists,  as 
most  of  them  are  young,  active  men,  between  20 
and  30  years  of  age.  On  the  13th  and  14th  instant, 
upwards  of  600  persons  left  the  environs  of  Alzei 
for  Havre  by  land.  Only  a short  time  ago,  60  per- 
sons from  Bingen,  Upper  Hesse  and  Rhenish  Pius- 
sia,  took  the  same  road,  and  will  be  followed  to- 
morrow by  as  many  more  from  the  grand  Duchy  of 
Baden.” 

RUSSIA. 

A letter  from  Berlin,  in  the  Augsburg  Gazette, 
states  on  the  authority  of  accounts  from  Russia, 
that  the  corps  under  general  Perowsky  had,  on  its 
march  to  Ciiivia,  met  with  serious  and  unexpected 
obstacles.  The  Khan  had  destroyed  all  the  bridges 
over  the  rivers  and  ravines,  and  as  wood,  is  very 
scarce  in  that  country,  the  expedition,  which  was 
harrassed  by  a numerous  cavalry  of  Usbecks,  was 
much  delayed  in  re-establishing  the  communica- 
tions, and  consequently  advanced  but  slowly. ^ 

STAIN. 

Madrid,  March  18.  The  congress  ot  deputies  is 
at  length  constituted.  M.  Isturitz  has  been  chosen 
president  by  a large  majority.  The  other  members 
of  the  bureau  are  from  the  same  party.  Madrid  is 
quiet.  The  accounts  from  the  provinces  are  all  sa- 
tisfactory. The  state  of  siege  has  just  been  raised. 

Madrid  journals  of  the  16th  irist.  have  come  to 
hand.  The  Madrid  elections  were  declared  valid 
by  the  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  14th,  as  were 
those  of  Seville,  Malaga,  and  of  the  Baleric  island, 
on  the  16th,  without  any  opposition.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  house  would  be  constituted  on  that 
day. 

The  address  of  the  senate  in  answer  to  the 
queen’s  speech  was  presented  to  her  majesty  on 
the  16th. 

AFRICA. 

v Oran,  March  10.  A treaty  has  been  concluded 
between  Abdel  Kader  and  the  emperor  of  Moroc- 
co, on  the  subject  of  the  holy  war,  for  the  com- 
plete extirpation  of  the  French.  The  Emir  has 
succeeded  and  is  placed  upon  an  equality  with  the 
sultan.  Great  preparations  are  being  made  at  Ne- 
drama,  a town  on  the  frontier  of  Morocco.  Abdel 
Kader  is  at  Tleineen  remounting  his  cavalry. 

From  Liberia.  To  the  editors  of  the  Nulional  In- 
telligencer. Gentlemen ; By  the  arrival  of  the  brig 


I Boxer  on  Friday,  at  Baltimore,  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  American  Colonization  society  have 
had  despatches  from  governor  Buchanan,  of  Liberia, 
dated  27th  January  last. 

The  governor’s  health  is  restored,  and  general 
health  prevails  throughout  the  commonwealth — 
two  death  only  having  occurred  among  all  the  emi- 
grants who  arrived  there  in  March  and  September 
of  lastyear.  Improvements  were  steadily  advanc- 
ing; provisions  abundant.  The  surveys  of  lands 
for  the  emigrants  expected  by  the  Saluda  (which 
left  Norfolk  in  February)  were  completed;  the 
quality  was  of  the  very  best,  and  well  watered  with 
Irving  streams.  Houses  were  preparing  for  their 
reception,  and  a light  house  was  nearly  completed 
on  Cape  Mesurado,  (the  first  on  that  coast). 

The  nuinbpr  of  vessels  visiting  the  port  of  Mon- 
rovia annually  increases,  and  is  now  furnishing  a 
good  market  lor  fresh  provisions. 

The  schooner  Campbell,  formerly  a United  States 
revenue  cutter,  sold  at  Baltimore  last  year,  and 
bought  for  Petro  Blancho  for  a slaver,  was  taken  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  1st  December  last  by  a British 
brig  of  war.  The  Campbell,  having  been  captur- 
ed under  American  colors,  was  ordered  by  governor 
B.  that  she  might  be  sent  to  the  United  States  for 
condemnation.  The  vessel  requiring  repairs,  was 
permitted  to  enter  the  river  Mesurado,  and,  very 
shortly  after,  one  of  the  officers  and  some  of  the 
crew  (Americans)  disclosed  the  fact,  and  abundant 
testimony,  that  the  schooner  was  a slaver,  and  be- 
longed still  to  the  said  Blancho,  a noted  Spanish 
slave  dealer.  On  this  disclosure,  the  captain, 
Jacob  Galt,  said  to  be  a native  of  Alexandria,  in 
this  district,  fled  from  the  vessel,  w hich,  with  her 
cargo,  will  be  a prize  to  the  colonial  authorities. 
The  schooner  is  65  tons,  and  was  to  have  taken  250 
slaves  from  Gallenas  to  Havana. 

The  success  of  the  British  cruisers  in  capturing 
slave  vessels  has  of  late  been  so  great  that  the  bar- 
ricoons,  or  slave  factories,  were  crowded  with 
slaves,  without  the  means  of  transporting  them. 
Great  mortality  had  consequently  taken  place 
among  them. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  all  the  native  chiefs 
through  whose  territory  the  road  to  the  inlerior  is 
laid  have  consented  to  permit  it  to  be  opened,  and 
will  guarantee  its  free  use. 

Mr.  Pinny  and  two  other  missionaries,  sent  nut 
in  October  last  by  the  general  assembly  boards  of 
foreign  missions  to  select  sites  for  (be  mission  sta- 
tion, have  examined  the  coast  for  six  hundred  miles, 
and  returned  in  good  health.  Their  report  w ill  be 
highly  interesting.  Your  obedent  servant, 

S.  WILKESON. 

Chairman  executive  commmiilee. 

MEXICO. 

The  republic  of  Rio  Grande.  In  the  late  accounts 
from  Mexico,  by  the  way  of  New  Oileans,  we  find 
it  stated  that  Canales,  the  leader  of  the  federalists, 
had  retired  from  before  Matamoras  without  fight- 
ing, the  place  being  considered  too  strongly  garri- 
soned, and  his  own  army  having  but  a scanty  sup- 
ply of  ammunition.  It  seems  that  corruption  has 
entered  the  ranks  of  the  federalists,  and  that  the 
government  leaders  find  gold  a more  efficient  wea- 
pon than  the  sword.  Canales  having  inarched  upon 
Monterey,  where  Arista  w-as  stationed  with  eleven 
hundred  of  the  centralist  troops,  found  himself  oblig- 
ed to  avoid  a battle  on  account  of  the  desertion  of 
three  hundred  men,  with  a colonel  of  infantry,  and 
major  general  Lopez,  the  most  skilful  officer  in  the 
federal  army.  This  defection  was  brought  about, 
it  is  stated,  by  Mexican  money.  At  the  last  ac- 
counts the  federalists  were  retreating;  the  portion 
of  ttie  army  w hich  yet  remains  incorruptible,  being 
firm  and  determined  in  the  cause  which  they  have 
espoused.  [Balt.  American. 

TEXAS. 

Battle  with  the  Cumanche  Indians  in  Texas.  The 
Texas  Sentinel,  extra,  of  March  24th,  gives  the 
official  account  of  a recent  battle  with  the  Cuman- 
ches at  San  Antonio. 

On  the  19th  March,  a body  of  65  Indians  arrived 
at  that  place,  bringing  Miss  Lockhart,  a little  girl 
taken  by  them  a year  and  a half  since  from  the 
Guadaloupe,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a council 
with  the  agents  of  our  government.  They  said  they 
wished  to  see  if  they  could  get  a high  price  for  her; 
and  if  so  they  would  bring  all  the  other  prisoners, 
one  at  a time.  Miss  Lockhart  stated  that  she  had 
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seen  all  the  other  prisoners  at  their  camp  a few  days 
before  she  left.  Col.  W.  G.  Cooke,  acting  secreta- 
ry of/war,  being  present,  thought  it  proper  to  take 
hostages  for  the  safe  return  of  the  prisoners,  and 
col.  Fisher  was  ordered  to  march  too  companies 
and  place  them  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
council  room.  Aftersome  parleying  in  relation  to 
the  prisoners,  one  company  was  ordered  to  march 
into  the  room,  and  the  other  to  the  rear  ofthe  build- 
ing, where  the  warriors  were  assembled.  The 
chiefs  were  then  told  that  they  were  prisoners  and 
would  not  be  liberated  until  they  restored  their 
white  prisoners.  One  sprang  to  the  back  door  and 
attempted  to  pass  the  sentinel,  who  presented  his 
musket,  when  the  Indian  drew  his  knife  and  stab- 
bed him.  A general  rush  was  then  made  for  the 
doors.  Captain  Howard  caught  one  by  the  collar 
and  received  a severe  stab.  He  then  ordered  the 
sentinel  to  shoot  the  Indian,  which  was  instantly 
done.  They  all  then  drew  their  knives  and  bows 
lor  battle,  and  the  whole  twelve  chiefs  were  imme- 
diately shot. 

In  the  mean  time  capt.  Reeu’s  company  was  at- 
tacked by  the  waniors  in  the  rear  of  the  yard,  who 
fought  with  desperation.  The  Indians  were  driven 
into  ttie  stone  houses,  from  which  they  kept  up  a 
gallant  fire  with  their  bows  and  rifles.  Whenever 
'their  arrows  struck,  it  was  with  such  force  that  it 
penetrated  to  the  feather.  A small  number  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  hut 
col.  Wells  pursued  them  with  a party  of  mounted- 
men,  and  killed  all,  with  the  exception  of  one  re- 
negade Mexican. 

A single  warrior  took  refuge  in  a stone  house, 
refusing  every  otter  of  life  sent  him  through  the 
squaws,  and  after  killing  and  wounding  several  of 
our  men,  the  building  was  fired  at  night  and  he  was 
shot  as  he  passed  the  door. 

The  whole  number  of  warriors,  excepting  the 
Mexicans,  amounting  to  35,  were  killed,  besides 
two  women  and  three  children.  Our  loss  was  seven 
killed,  viz:  Lieut.  W.  M.  Dunningston,  privates 
Kamrniski  and  Whitney,  JudgeThompson,  ofHous- 
ton;  Judge  Hood,  of  Bexar;  Mr.  Cayce,  of  Mata- 
gorda, and  a Mexican. 

Wounded — Capt.  G.  T.  Howard,  1st  infantry, 
Capt.  Mathew  Caldwell,  1st  infantry;  Lieut.  E.  A. 
Thompson,  private  Kelly,  company  1;  judge  Ro- 
binson, Mr.  Higginbotham,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  Mr. 
Carson.  Total  wounded,  eight.  Howard,  Thomp- 
son and  Kelly,  very  severely. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  judge  Robinson  was  se- 
verely wounded  w’ith  an  arrow,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Mor- 
gan, after  receiving  two  shots  from  the  bow,  seized 
hold  of  an  axe,  and  revenged  himself  by  killing  two 
Indians. 

At  the  request  of  the  prisoners,  a squaw  was  libe- 
rated and  well  mounted,  to  go  to  the  main  tribe,  and 
request  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  she  promised  to 
return  in  four  days  with  our  captive  friends,  and 
cols.  Cooke  and  McLeod  will  wait  until  their  return. 

We  learn  from  Dtirkee,  who  arrived  from  Austin 
last  evening  that  Col.  Burleson  has  been  called  upon 
to  organize  an  expedition  forthwith  to  operate  against 
the  Cumanches.  He  will  raise  one  company  on 
the  Colorado,  and  at  Austin,  and  take  with  him  the 
company  which  left  Houston  a short  lime  since,  un- 
der capt.  Pierce,  and  a body  of  Tonkwa  Indians. 

Col.  Maverick  has  brought  information  to  Hous- 
ton, that  on  the  advance  of  the  centralists,  under 
Arista,  towards  Guerrero,  where  file  provisional 
government  of  the  new  republic  of  Rio  Grande  was 
established,  the  members  of  the  government  appoint- 
ed the  lake  of  Espantoso,  on  the  Nences  river,  as 
the  temporary  seat  of  government  of  the  new  re- 
public. A company  of  their  troops  is  now  said  to 
be  on  its  way  to  take  possession  of  the  spot. 

The  Morning  Star  calls  this  an  invasion  of  onr 
territery,  and  hints  that  our  govenment  should  not 
permit  it  to  pass  unrebuked.  The  measure  is 
doubtless  a violation  of  the  nice  rules  of  interna- 
tional etiquette,  but  we  think  ourgovernment  would 
show  a want  of  proper  equanimity  to  allow  itself  to 
be  disturbed  by  and  event  so  trifling. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
Ike  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

John  S.  Hacker,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Kas- 
kaskia,  Illinois,  vice  Milles  Hotchkiss,  whose  com- 
mission will  expire  on  the  30th  of  April,  1S40. 

William  Armistead  Terrell,  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Augusta,  Mississippi,  vice  William  Howze, 
deceased. 

Robert  N.  Kelley,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Opelousas,  Louisiana,  vice  Edward  V.  Davis,  de- 
ceased. 

Henry  L.  Biscoe,  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Helena,  in  the 
state  of  Arkansas,  from  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 


Consul,  8tc.  The  president  has  recognised  Pierre 
d’Alesandro  as  vice  consul  of  Sardinia  to  reside  at 
Boston. 

Bernard  E.  Bee,  esquire,  presented  this  morning, 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  his  credentials  as  charge 
d’affaires  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  near  the  govern- 
ment ofthe  United  States,  and  w as  introduced  in 
his  official  character  to  the  president. 

General  Dunlap,  who,  for  some  time,  had  resided, 
at  Washington  as  minister  plenipotentiary  and  en- 
voy extraordinary  of  Texas,  had  his  audience  of 
leave,  at  which  he  presented  to  the  president  his 
letter  of  recall.  [ Washington  Globe. 

Tariff  convention.  A convention  is  propos- 
ed to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  1 1th  of  May, 
in  favor  of  a protective  tariff.  Meetings  are  called 
in  various  parts  of  Pennsylvania  to  appoint  de- 
legates thereto.  At  (he  meeting  at  Lewisburg,  Union 
county,  spirited  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  C.  B.  Penrose,  in  se- 
nate of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  tariff,  have 
passed  that  body,  as  have  also  those  by  Thomas 
Williams,  instructing  their  representatives  in  con- 
gress to  advocate  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
arising  from  sales  of  public  lands,  equally  among  the 
states. 


Condition  of  the  banks.  The  report  made 
last  week  by  the  secretary  of  the  Ireasury  on  the 
condition  of  the  banks  throughout  the  union,  con- 
tains much  valuable  information.  From  it  we  ex- 
tract the  tollowing  comparative  view  of  their  con- 
dition, according  to  returns  nearest  to  January  1st, 
1839,  and  January  1st,  18-10. 

1839.  1S40. 


No.  of  banks  from  which  returns 
have  been  received,  662 

No  of  branches  do.  do.  178 

No.  of  banks  the  affairs  of  which 
have  been  estimated  for  want 
of  returns, 

No.  of  branches  do.  do. 

Whole  number  of  banks  and 
branches  in  operation, 

Capital  paid  in. 

Loans  and  discounts,  492,278,015 

Stocks,-  36,128,464 

Real  estate,  16,607,832 

Other  investments,  28,352,243 

Due  from  other  banks,  53,898.357 

Notes  of  other  banks  on  hand,  27,372  966 

Specie  funds,  3,612,367 

Specie,  45,132,637 

Circulation,  135,170,995 

Deposites,  90,240,146 

Due  other  banks,  53,135,503 

Other  liabilities,  62,946248 


661 

139 


61 
40 

840  901 

$327  132,512  $35S,442,692 
462,896,523 
42,411,750 
29,181,919 
24,592,5S0 
41,140,184 
20  797,892 
3,623,874 
33,105,155 
106,96S,572 
75,696,857 
44,159,615 
43,275,183 


The  Globe  states  that  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 


tained, the  bank  circulation  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  in  which  specie  payments  have  been  main- 
tained, that  is,  in  New  England,  New  York  and 
Ohio,  was,  on  the  1st  of  last  January,  on  $34,552,972, 
against  $46,924,121  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839, 
showing  a diminution  of  upwards  of  12  millions,  or 
nearly  27  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount.  In  the 
remaining  states  and  territories  the  bank  circula- 
tion was,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  on  the 
1st  of  January  last,  $72,415,400  against  $88,235,884, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  showing  a diminution 
of  nearly  16  millions,  or  about  18  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  amount. 

Estimating  the  currency  of  Mississippi,  adds  the 
Glebe,  as  worth  fifty  cents  in  the  dollar,  and  that  of 
the  other  states  wherein  the  banks  have  suspended 


specie  payments,  at  an  average  depreciation  of  6 per 
cent,  the  whole  value  of  the  bank  circulation  of  the 
union  was,  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  $95,938,527, 
against  $135,170,995,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839. 
The  decrease  is  upwards  of  39  millions,  or  at  the 
rate  of  about  30  per  cent. 

The  same  paper  concludes  thus:  “We  have  ar- 
rived at  the  condition  in  which  we  were  in  1819, 
1820  and  1821;  that  is  to  say,  when,  as  Mr.  Craw- 
ford remarked  the  currency  was,  in  many  parts  of 
country,  not  only  unsound  in  quality,  but  deficient 
in  quantity. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  banks  have 
been  compelled  within  one  year  to  contract  their 
circulation  upwards  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or  about  twenty  per  cent.  And  although  there 
has  been  a great  contraction,  taking  the  country 
throughout,  yet  in  some  districts  there  has  been  an 
immense  expansion.  In  Mississippi,  for  example, 
the  circulation,  according  to  the  leturns  nearest  to 
January,  1839,  was  12  millions,  and  according  to 
returns  nearest  to  January,  1840,  it  was  15  millions, 
showing  an  increase  of  about  25  per  cent.  In  Ohio, 
on  the  contrary,  in  June,  1839,  the  circulation  w’as 
6,885,263  dollars,  and  in  January,  1840,  it  was  only 
$4,407,127,  showing  a. decrease  of  nearly  33  per 
cent,  in  the  short  period  of  six  months. 


NAVAL. 

Court  martial.  The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle 
says  — A naval  court  martial  will  assemble  at  the 
navy  yard  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  touitli  Monday  in 
May,  (being  the  25th  day  of  the  month),  lor  the 
trial  of  com.  Jesse  D.  Elliott. 

The  couij  will  be  composed  of  com.  Jacob  Jones, 
president;  com.  Lewis  Warrington,  com.  William 
M.  Crane,  com.  John  Downes,  com.  James  Ren- 
shaw,  captain  Charles  W.  Morgan,  caplain  David 
Conner,  captain  John  D.  Sloat,  capt.  George  W. 
Storer,  members.  John  M.  Read,  esq.  of  Philadel- 
phia. judge  advocate. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  says  that  purser 
J.  Colson  has  been  dismissed  from  the  navy,  by  the 
president,  lor  a dedication  in  bis  accounts. 

U.  S.  frigate  Columbia.  Advices  from  this  vessel, 
state  that  she  was  at  Oahu  on  the  20th  of  Oclober. 
She  had  lost  sixty-six  men  since  leaving  the  United 
States,  and  there  were  one  hundred  on  the  sick  list 
at  the  above  date.  The  scurvy  had  caused  this  mor- 
tality and  disease.  The  writer  of  a journal  on  board 
the  Columbia,  published  in  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce,  complains  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
ship’s  company  had  been  treated  with  respect  to 
fresh  provisions  and  proper  nourishment  in  sickness. 
At  Oahu  the  ship  was  plentifully  supplied  with  fresh 
meat  and  vegetables;  poultry,  butter  and  fruit  were 
also  abundant.  The  Columbia  was  to  start  in  a few 
days  for  Otaheite  on  her  route  to  Valparaiso. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election.  The  annual  election  took  place  on  the 
15th  inst.  Samuel  Ward  King,  the  w hig  candidate, 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  about  1,300  votes, 
which  is  said  to  be  larger  than  ever  was  given  in  a 
contested  gubernatorial  election  in  that  state.  The 
entire  whig  senate  was  elected  by  a majority  of  1,320. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Connecticut  Historical  society  intend  soon 
to  celebrate  the  second  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  adoption  ofthe  constitution  of  Connecticut  and 
New  Haven.  The  day  appointed  for  that  occasion 
is  the  21st  ofthe  present  month,  and  the  orator  of 
the  day  is  the  venerable  Dr.  Webster. 

NEW  YORK. 

Opening  of  the  canals.  The  canal  commissioners 
have  given  notice  that  the  canals  of  this  state  will 
be  opened  for  navigation  on  the  20th  inst. 

The  rev.  Dr.  McAuley  has  resinned  his  profes- 
sorship and  the  presidency  ofthe  New  Yoik  Theo- 
logical seminary — to  take  effect  from  the  close  of 
the  present  term. 

Erie  canal.  We  learn  from  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser  that  theie  are  over  9,000  men  now  at 
work  on  the  Erie  canal,  between  Utica  and  Albany. 
The  canal  commissioners  are  making  great  exer- 
tions to  get  the  canal  opened  as  soon  alter  the  20th 
inst.  as  possible. 

New  York  city  election.  The  election  for  mayor, 
aldermen  and  common  council,  took  place  on  Tues- 
day the  14th.  The  administration  aldermen  suc- 
ceeded in  twelve  and  the  whigs  in  five  of  the  wards. 

Mr.  Varien,  the  administration  candidate,  is  re- 
elected mayor,  by  a majority  of  1,662  votes. 

The  gene>al  banking  law.  We  were  in  error  yes- 
terday in  stating  that  the  court  of  errors  had  decid- 
ed on  Monday  that  this  law  was  constitutional.' 
That  decision  was  pronounced  yesterday  by  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr. 
Verplanck: 

Resolved,  That  the  law  entitled  “an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  business  of  banking,”  passed  18tll 
April,  1S38,  is  valid,  and  was  constitutionally 
enacted,  although  it  may  not  have  received  the  as- 
sent of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each 
branch  of  the  legislature. 

The  decision  on  Monday  affirmed  the  judgment 
of  the  supreme  court,  but  did  not  reach,  save  by 
implication,  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  act.  [ Albany  Gaz. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  state  legis- 
lature, on  the  2d  April,  a personal  indignity  was  per- 
petrated by  one  of  the  members  of  t hat  body,  upon 
one  of  his  fellow  membeis,  of  so  aggtavated  a cha- 
racter, that,  notwithstanding  his  being  a leading 
member  of  the  party  in  majority  in  that  house,  he 
was  on  the  7th  instant,  after  due  reference  and  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  in  conformity  with  the 
report  of  a committee  appointed  thereon,  expelled 
from  his  seat,  by  a vote  ol  more  than  two-thirds. 
We  subjoin  Mr.  Penniman’s  report: 

Tlie  select  committee  were  appointed  under  the 
following  resolution: 

“Whereas,  a personal  difficulty  has  this  day  oc- 
curred in  the  hall  of  this  house,  during  its  ses- 
sion, between  the  gentleman  from  Bediord,  (Mr. 
McElwee),  and  the  gentleman  from  Northumber- 
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land,  (Mr.  Hegins),  attended  with  circumstances  of  I 
violence  and  outrage,  which  it  becomes  the  digni- 
ty ami  right  of  this  house  not  to  pass  over  ill  silence 
— therefore. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
same,  and  what  action,  if  any,  is  required  on  the 
part  of  this  house” — 

REPORT. 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  into  all  the 
facts  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  and  reduced  to 
writing  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  examined, 
which  is  herewith  transmitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  house.  The  examination  of  witnesses  were 
confined  1o  the  violence  committed  at  the  seat  of  the 
member  from  Northumberland;  the  remarks  of  the 
two  members  which  led  to  that  interview  the  com- 
mittee do  not  regard  as  coming  within  the  scope  of 
their  duty  to  report  upon.  The  freedom  of  debate 
is  a sacred  right,  and  ought  no'- to  be  interfered  with 
so  long  as  the  rules  ol  this  house  are  observed. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  of  April,  during  the  session  of  the 
house,  Thomas  B.  McElwee,  a member  from  Bed- 
ford county,  approached  the  seat  of  Charles  W. 
Jlegins,  a member  from  Northumberland  county, 
ami  demanded  to  know  what  he  meat  by  certain  re- 
marks he  had  made  in  debate  on  the  floor  of  the 
house.  Mr.  Hegins  made  some  reply  which  was 
not  distinctly  heard  by  the  witnesses,  Mr.  McElwee 
'.then  said  you  are  a damned  scoundrel  or  damned 

Euppy.  Mr.  Hegins  replied  you  are  a damned  liar, 
ut  before  he  had  lime  to  complete  the  sentence, 
Mr.  McElwee,  leaning  his  body  forward,  spit  full 
in  the  face  of  Mr.  Hegins,  who  was  sitting  back  in 
his  chair,  but  instantly  sprung  upon  his  feet  and 
resented  the  insult  by  striking  Mr.  McElwee.  Mr. 
Wilson,  a member  from  Mifflin,  who  occupies  a 
seat  near  by,  rushed  forward  and  took  hold  of  Mr. 
McElwee  and  pushed  him  from  the  seat  of  Mr. 
Hegins — several  members  then  interfered  and  part- 
ed lliem.  These  are  the  facts,  as  the  testimony 
fully  corroborates.  That  the  insult  was  intended 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  committee  would  here 
most  cheerfully  leave  the  subject  to  the  decision  of 
the  house  without  further  remarks,  did  not  an  im- 
perative sense  of  duty  compel  them  otherwise. 
Without  making  any  distinct  proposition  for  the 
house  to  act  upon,  the  committee  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  expressing  their  decided  disapproba- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  member  from  Bedford. 

The  indignity  inflicted  upon  the  member  from 
Northumberland  is  regarded  by  all  honorable  men 
as  the  most  insulting  that  can  be  offered,  and  is  well 
calculated  to  disturb  the  quiet,  order  and  dignity  of 
this  house  and  lead  directly  to  personal  violence 
and  bloodshed^  The  house  is  therefore  called  upon 
to  interpose  its  authority  and  protect  itself  and  the 
members  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  The  dig- 
nity of  the  house  must  be  maintained  at  all  hazards, 
and  the  privilege  of  members  sustained  inviolate. 
The  character  of  legislation — the  honor  of  the  com- 
monwealth demands,  that  the  heaviest  judgment 
of  the  house  should  be  visited  upon  any  member 
who  would  commit  so  gross  and  flagrant  an  outrage 
upon  the  person  of  a member  of  this  house. 

The  committee  submit  the  whole  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  and  offer  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  being  read,  Mr.  Fisher  made  a few 
remarks  in  relation  to  his  resolution,  which  were 
characterised  by  the  most  lively  sense  of  feeling 
for  the  member  from  Bedford,  and  yet  calmly, digni - 
fiedly  and  strongly  urging  the  passage  of  it.  He  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  Penniman  and  Brodhead,  both 
of  whom  maintained  that  they  felt  bound  to  vote 
for  the  resolution,  from  the  consideration  that  the 
honor  of  the  house,  the  right  and  privilege  of  de- 
bate, and  the  dignity  of  the  commonwealth  was  in- 
volved in  the  decision.  Mr.  Burden  was  disposed 
to  adopt  a more  lenient  course — he  thought  the 
member  had  already  suffered  intensely.  Mr^Watts 
was  highly  gratified  that  the  member  from  the  city, 
(Mr.  Fisher),  had  moved  this  resolution — it  was 
due  to  the  house,  and  he  was  glad  that  some  mem- 
ber had  ventured  to  take  the  responsibility  of  such 
a course.  Mr.  Butler  said,  when  the  matter  was  un- 
der consideration  before  the  house  on  Saturday,  he 
was  anxious  for  a postponement,  but  now  it  had 
gone  too  far,  there  was  no  way  to  avoid  a vote  upon 
the  question,  no  one  regretted  it  more  than  he  did, 
no  one  was  more  willing  to  overlook  the  foibles  of 
his  fellow,  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution,  but  re- 
gretted it  exceedingly. 

Mr.  Nill  said  he  thought  some  course  might  be 
proposed  which  would  be  preferable  to  the  one  now 
under  consideration,  and,  after  some  further  re- 
marks, moved  to  amend  “that  Mr.  McElwee  be 
reprimanded  by  the  speaker.” 


After  a few  remarks  Mr.  McElwee  desired  Mr. 
N.  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  observing  that  he 
would  rather  the  house  would  “go  up  to  the  hub.” 

Mr.  Nill  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Church  would  vote  for  the  resolution,  as 
there  was  no  other  couise  to  purge  the  house  of  the 
indignity  and  dishonor. 

Some  words  of  explanation  passed  between  two 
or  three  members,  when  the  vote  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Albright,  Bonsall,  Brodhead, 
Bruner,  Butler,  Carothers,  Cassel,  Church,  Cole, 
Crabb,  Darsie,  Filbert,  Fisher,  Flannery,  Flenniken, 
Ford,  Goodwin,  Graham,  Griffin,  Hamlin,  Higgins, 
of  Huntingdon,  Hellfenstein,  Henderson,  Henry, 
Herr,  Hinchman,  Hoge,  of  Mercer,  Hutchins, 
Jones,  Keim,  Kinzle,  Kor.igmaclier,  Kutz,  Law, 
Lyons,  McClure,  Morion,  Neff,  Nill,  Park,  Penni- 
man, of  Philadelphia,  P»nniman,  of  Allegheny, 
Potts,  Schoener,  Smith,  Snodgrass,  Snowden,  Sny- 
der, Sprott,  Stickel,  Swayne,  Watts,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
son, Work,  Zeilin,  Zimmerman,  Hopkins,  speaker 
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Nays. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Bailey, 
Burden,  Chandler,  Coolbaugh,  Cox,  Crispen,  Field, 
Flick,  Fogel,  George,  Griffiths,  Hartshorne,  Hill, 
Hottenstein,  Hummel, .Johnston,  T_,eidy,  Ley,  Mc- 
Kinney, McKinstry,  Morgan,  Penrose,  Ritter, 
Stohecker — 26. 

Being  the  constitutional  majority  of  two-third?,  the 
speaker  declared  the  member  from  Bedford  expelled. 

During  the  whole  morning  the  hall  was  crowded 
— and  at  the  time  the  yeas  and  nays  were  being 
called,  the  greatest  silence  prevailed,  and  a solemn 
sensation  seemed  to  affect  all  present.  The  colonel 
continued  in  his  seat  until  he  discovered  the  result 
of  the  vote,  when  he  retired. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  fraud.  The  frauds  committed  by  Dabney, 
the  teller  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  so  far  as  ascer- 
tained, amount  to  upwards  of  550,000. 

The  Fredericksburg  Arena  states  that  the  sum 
over  checked  by  B.  W.  Green,  who  was  concern- 
ed with  Dabney,  the  defaulting  teller,  is  ascertain- 
ed to  be  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand 
dollars. 

Green  is  in  custody — and  has  undergone  exami- 
nations. Dabney’s  immediate  friends  have  pub- 
lished a note,  addressed  to  him,  earnestly  appealing 
to  him  to  return  voluntarily  and  make  what  atone- 
ment is  yet  in  his  power,  for  the  offence  he  has 
been  guilty  of. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says — the  startling  defalca- 
tion at  Richmond  strikes  the  northern  people  all 
aback,  and  they  begin  to  inquire  whether  the  notes 
of  the  bank  of  Virginia  are  good.  On  this  point 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  notes  are  as  safe  as 
ever.  Even  suppose  the  bank  will  be  required  to 
wind  up  its  affairs,  a result  nobody  apprehends,  the 
holder  of  notes  will  come  in  for  his  full  share.  The 
public  may  be  assured  that  the  notes  are  safe,  so 
long  as  the  governor  of  Virginia,  who  lives  within 
a stone’s  throw  of  the  bank,  allows  them  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  dues  of  the  state.  The 
main  result  to  be  apprehended  from  the  defalcation 
is  that  the  bank  will  be  unable  to  declare  any  divi- 
dend, oi  a very  small  one,  until  the  capital  stoekis 
repaired,  and  this  result  is  the  more  to  be  deplored 
fiom  the  fact  that  the  innocent  widow  and  orphan, 
whose  funds  are  invested  in  the  stock,  will  suffer, 
and  all  from  the  villainy  of  a man  who  ought  to 
have  been  the  last  to  deal  such  a blow7. 

GEORGIA. 

Jliigusla  election.  The  whigs  have  succeeded  in 
electing  their  candidate  for  mayor,  and  have  carried 
nine  of  the  twelve  councilmen. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Mississippi  slate  bonds.  Theamount  of  liabilities 
of  the  state  for  bonds  already  negociated,  is  as  fol- 
lows: on  account  of  stock  in  the  Planters’  bank 
$2,000,000,  payable  in  instalments  as  follows: 

In  1341,  . . . $125,000 

1846,  . . . 125,000 

1851,  . . . 125.000 

1856,  . . . 125,000 

1861,  . . . 500,000 

1866,  . . . 500,000 

1871,  . . . 500,000 

which  bears  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  semi  annually  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  On  which  bonds  the  United  States  bank 
have  paid  a balance  of  interest  due  on  the  last  in- 
stalment, the  sum  of  $1,710  00 

Interest  for  the  year  1840,  one-half 
due  January  next,  and  the  other  half 
due  July  next,  120,000  00 

Principal  instalment  due  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  . 125,000  00 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


$240,710  00 


of  liabilities  on  account  of  the  bonds  issued  for 
Planters’  bank  stock,  which  must  be  paid  before  the 
termination  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  To  meet 
this  liability,  the  only  resource  of  the  state  is  in 
the  sinking  fund,  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
$525,765  00,  loaned  out  to  195  individuals;  and  of 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  not  more 
than  $200,000  can  be  realized  in  the  course  of  four 
years. 

The  liabilities  of  the  state  on  account  of  bonds 
sold  for  the  use  of  the  Union  bank,  are  as  follows: 

In  1850,  . . . $1,250,000 

1853,  . . . 1,250,000 

1856,  . . . 1,250,000 

1S58,  . . . 1,250,000 

which  bonds  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually  in  the  city 
of  London,  and  the  second  and  third  instalments  of 
which,  amounting  to  $250,000,  will  become  due  and 
payable  before  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year, 
making  at  aggregate  amount  of  $496,710. 

[Judge  Guion’s  Report. 

A law  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  Mississippi 
at  its  last  session  called  the  “valuation  and  debt 
law,”  provides  that  when  property  has  been  levied 
on,  in  satisfaction  of  an  execution,  the  debtor  may 
claim  an  appraisement;  whereupon  three  disinte- 
rested persons  shall  be  chosen,  one  by  the  plaintiff, 
one  by  the  debtor,  and  the  third  by  the  sheriff,  who 
shall  appraise  the  property  and  make  a certificate 
of  their  appraisement.  The  property  is  then  to  be 
offered  lor  sale  at  auction,  and  if  two- thirds  the  ap- 
praised value  is  not  offered  the  sale  is  to  be  stopped, 
and  the  property  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  debtor 
for  one  year,  and  then  to  be  off  ered  again  for  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder. 

Forty  weddings  were  recently  consummated  in 
one  week,  in  one  of  the  counties  of  North  Missis- 
sippi. An  editor  there  says,  heavy  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments, it  is  believed,  drove  them  to  this  last 
act  of  desperation. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  Frankfort  commonwealth  apprehends  that 
the  governorof  Kentucky  will  have  to’ convene  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose  of  passing 
a law  for  the  appointment  of  presidential  electors. 
The  former  law  has  expired  by  its  own  limitation, 
and  this  fact  was  overlooked  by  the  legislature 
during  its  session. 

OHIO. 

The  banking  law  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  March 
by  the  legislature  of  Ohio  is  before  us  and  deserves 
comment  from  the  effect  it  must  have  upon  our  cur- 
rency. Thi3  law  forbids  the  taking  or  passing  of 
any  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars 
by  any  bank  officer,  except  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
deeming those  now  in  circulation  by  the  banks 
which  has  issued  them.  This  extends  to  checks 
and  every  thing  intended  to  circulate  as  money. — 
This  is  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  its  charter. 
The  first  section  also  provides  that  banks  shall  nei- 
ther pay  out  or  take  post  notes,  notes  not  redeema- 
ble where  issued  or  redeemable  in  bank  notes,  and 
from  the  present  time,  and  the  third  provides  that 
no  broker  or  exchanger  of  money  shall  receive  or 
circulate  them  after  the  1st  of  June,  under  a penal- 
ty of  100  dollars.  The  4th  section  provides  tiiat  af- 
ter the  1st  of  June  next  no  person  shall  circulate  or 
receive  post  notes  of  any  denomination,  or  notes  not 
payable  in  specie  where  issued,  under  a penalty  of 
ten  dollars. 

The  5th  section  provides  that  collectors  of  tolls 
and  revenue  shall  not  receive  any  of  the  above  after 
the  1st  of  May.  The  otherprovisions  of  the  act  are 
mostly  intended  to  carry  out  these  provisions.  We 
wonder  whether  the  effect  of  this  will  either  be  to 
improve  the  currency  or  rise  the  price  of  wheat? 

[ Wheeling  Times. 

MISSOURI. 

Election.  At  the  election  for  corporation  officers 
for  St.  Louis  on  the  6th  instant  the  votes  stood,  for 
mayor,  J.  F.  Darby,  whig  502;  J.  J.  Purdy,  admi- 
nistration 328;  A.  Wetmore25.  The  whigs  carried 
three  of  the  four  w'ords. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Savannah  Republican  says  the  latest  intel- 
ligence is  that  a train  of  government  w’agons,  con- 
sisting of  six,  was  captured  by  twelve  Indians,  be- 
tween foits  Macomb  and  Barker  a few  days  ago, 
and  one  sergeant  mortally  wounded.  A sergeant 
was  fired  on  near  fort  Pleasant,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  col.  Davenport’s  camp,  and  escaped  barely  with 
his  life;  and  also,  that  an  Indian  canp  had  been  dis- 
covered within  about  lour  miles  of  colonel  Robert 
Gamble’s  residence,  where  they  had  left  their  fires 
burning,  and  appearances  which  indicated  that  some 
four  or  five  cattle  had  been  slaughtered. 

The  gentlemen  who  escaped  from  the  Indians 
when  the  reverend  Mr.  McRea  was  shot,  was  ma- 
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jor  A.  McNeal,  of  Alachua,  and  not  rev.  Mr.  McNeill 
as  reported  in  our  last  paper. 

An  officer  was  fired  upon  and  severely  wounded 
by  Indians,  at  the  Steenehatchie,  on  the  2Gth  ult. 

Two  soldiers  were  killed  near  fort  King  on  the 
26th  ult. 

St.  Augustine  Feb.  21.  Numerous  signs  of  Indi- 
ans have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  liver  Santafee. 

From  New  Smyrna.  On  the  24th  ult.  a party  of 
wood  cutters  belonging  to  the  garrison  at  New 
Smyrna,  were  fired  upon  by  the  Indians,  half  a 
mile  from  the  fort.  They  wounded  one  man,  cap- 
tured three  muskets,  and  a spare  jacket  or  so.  A 
sally  was  made  by  the  garrison,  and  as  usual,  no 
success.  While  the  troops  were  pursuing  them, 
one  Indian  had  the  temeiity  to  venture  within  sight 
of  the  garrison  with  a soldier’s  jacket  on,  and  in 
range  of  three  six  pounders. 

On  Wednesday  last,  a party  of  gentlemen  started 
in  quest  of  the  lost  Jacksonville  mail.  Proceeding 
to  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  its  carrier,  they  trailed 
the  Indians  about  two  miles  in  a northwesterly  di- 
rection, and  came  to  a small  cluster  of  trees  where 
they  had  rested  for  some  time,  as  their  horses  had 
lain  down,  and  where  they  emptied  the  contents  of 
the  mail  bag.  But  one  letter  was  injured,  and  a 
few  packages  of  newspapers  opened. 

Sergeant  Cercopoly  and  his  command,  recovered 
a large  portion  of  the  northern  mail  on  Monday 
last.  Some  of  the  letters  were  torn.  They  were 
found  about  a half  mile  from  the  road,  whither  the 
Indians  had  dragged  the  wheels  and  frame  of  the 
light  wagon. 

Tallahasse,  March  28.  We  learn  that  on  the  19th 
instant  a party  of  Indians  attacked  a train  of  six 
wagons,  near  Cook’s  hammock,  near  fort  Andrews 
and  captured  the  wagons,  wounding  severely  two 
or  three  of  the  escort  in  the  attack.  Two  days  pre- 
viously, near  Newnansville,  the  rev.  Mr.  McRea, 
of  the  Methodist  persuasion,  was  shot,  while  on  his 
way  to  preaching,  by  the  Indians  and  scalped. — 
Mr.  McNeill  and  Mr.  Daniels  were  in  company 
with  him,  but  escaped,  the  latter  badly  wounded, 
several  rifle  balls  perforating  the  clothes  of  the  other 
and  his  horse  severely  wounded.  A party  was  or- 
dered by  major  Garrison,  of  the  Florida  militia,  im- 
mediately in  pursuit.  On  the  21st  at  the  Econfene, 
a man,  driving  cattle,  was  fired  upon  and  hit  in  the 
head  by  the  Indians  but  escaped,  the  savagesstealing 
the  cattle.  A rumor  has  reached  this  place  that 
the  Indians  had  surprised  one  of  the  camps  of  the 
regulars,  east  of  the  Suwannee,  while  the  officers 
and  most  of  the  men  were  on  a scout,  and  had  killed 
one  of  the  guard  left,  and  driven  off  the  others. 

[ Floridian . 

St.  Augustine,  April  10.  The  late  long-talked  of 
expedition  has  been  up  to  the  Ocklawuha,  and 
again  returned  to  quarters.  Among  its  results  ac- 
complished have  been  the  killing  of  two  Indians, 
the  capture  of  six  or  seven  ponies  and  horses,  the 
wounding  and  capture  of  another  Indian,  and  a de- 
struction of  several  spots  of  planting,  in  high  culti- 
vation. These  are  unimportant  events,  to  be  ef- 
fected by  so  large  a force  as  was  employed,  and 
offer  no  particular  reason  from  any  interchange  of 
compliment.  It  has,  however,  demonstrated  a few 
things  which,  until  lately,  have  been  without  solu- 
tion, although  past  experience  had  fully  established 
the  correctness  of  their  data.  We  allude  to  the 
fact  that  Indians  can  be  found  when  they  are  hunted 
for.  It  has  shown  that  a reliance  on  dogs  is  not 
essential  to  the  discovery  of  the  abiding  places  of 
the  enemy,  for  the  dogs,  in  this  expedition,  gave 
no  evidence  of  scent,  and  destroyed  all  anticipa- 
tions of  their  usefulness.  It  established  the  fidelity 
of  Indian  Billy,  who  though  closely  confined  at 
Black  creek  ever  since  his  capture,  on  this  occa- 
sion behaved  so  as  to  deserve  the  commendation  of 
the  whites,  and  whose  future  services  might,  If  pro- 
perly used,  be  eminently  valuable  in  pointing  out 
locations  now  held  by  the  enemy. 

This  expedition  consisted  of  nearly  300  men — a 
large  portion  of  them  mounted. 

Major  Childs  and  lieutenant  Tompkins,  of  the 
artillery,  arrived  in  the  steamer  William  Gaston 
from  the  southern  posts.  The  garrisons  are  all  in 
good  health.  The  long  drought,  it  is  feared,  may 
operate  against  the  examination  of  Pai-haiokee,  or 
Grass-Water,  as  intended  by  lieutenant  McLaugh- 
lan,  U.  S.  navy.  Indian  fires  are  numerous,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  enemy  continues  the  same. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 
Letter  from  the  secretary  of  xvar,  transmittsng  a sys- 
tem of  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 

States. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES MARCH  20,  1840. 

War  department,  March  20,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  “that 
the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to  communicate 


his  plan,  in  detail,  for  the  reorganization  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,”  I have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  impossibility  of  guarding  our  exposed  fron- 
tiers by  the  small  regular  force  of  the  United  States 
renders  it  necessary  that  some  plan  should  be  devis- 
ed to  make  the  militia  available  without  burdening 
the  country,  either  by  too  great  an  expense  in  main- 
taining it  in  the  field,  or  by  abstacting  too  large  a 
number  of  useful  citizens  from  the  productive  la- 
bors of  agriculture  or  of  the  mechanic  arts. 

The  mass  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  as 
at  present  organized,  does  not  fall  short  of  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  men;  and  every  day  that 
they  are  mustered  for  inspection  or  exercise  ab- 
stracts at  least  one  million  of  dollars  from  the  earn- 
ings of  labor,  without  adding  any  thing  whatever 
to  the  military  efficiency  of  the  country,  and  too 
often  affecting  injuriously  the  moral  condition  of 
those  who  are  assembled  for  the  purpose.  Left  by 
the  little  instruction  they  receive  on  such  occasions, 
without  discipline,  subordination,  or  knowledge  of 
the  use  of  arms,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  manner 
of  taking  care  of  themselves  or  of  each  other  in  the 
field,  such  a militia,  if  called  out  in  mass,  would 
rather  prove  a burden  than  an  assistance  to  the  ar- 
my employed  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  as  is 
shown  by  the  experience  of  gen.  Washington, 
repeatedly  expressed  in  his  correspondence,  as  well 
as  by  the  result  of  more  recent  events  during  the 
last  war.  It  is  true  that  in  the  principal  cities  of 
the  United  States,  there  are  to  be  found  well  orga- 
nized, disciplined  and  soldier  like  companies,  bat- 
talions, regiments,  brigades  and  divisions  of  volun- 
teers; men  who,  individually  and  collectively  would 
do  good  service  in  the  field.  But  any  one  acquaint- 
ed practically  with  war,  knows  that  to  fight  bravely 
and  even  to  manoeuvre  coolly  and  skilfully,  on  the 
field  of  battle,  are  not  the  most  necessary  qualifica- 
tions of  the  soldier.  They  are,  perhaps,  the  most 
common,  and  the  least  often  081161/  into  action.  Sol- 
diers must  be  taught  their  duties  in  garrison  and 
in  the  field,  in  marching  and  encamping,  in  the  po- 
lice and  military  administration  of  an  army.  This 
instruction,  so  essential,  and  without  which  it  is 
impossible  to  form  the  soldier,  cannot  be  given  in  a 
day’s  training,  by  officers  nearly  as  ignorant  of 
these  branches  of  the  service  as  the  soldiers  them- 
selves. I speakof  the  generality  of  the  militia  offi- 
cers. It  must  be  imparted  by  veteran  and  skilful 
officers,  in  garrison  and  in  camp,  and  to  men  and 
officers  alike;  and  it  must  be  imparted  to  a few  at 
a time.  Any  attempt  to  organize,  decipline  and 
render  every  way  fit  for  service  in  the  field,  the  un- 
wieldy mass  of  the-  militia  of  this  vast  country, 
which  will  soon  ascend  to  two  millions  of  men, 
must  fail  for  want  of  means,  and  leave  the  country 
exposed  to  the  terrible  disasters  which  will  attend 
the  first  burst  of  w ar  upon  its  frontiers,  if  they  are 
to  be  defended  by  armed  but  disciplined  multitudes. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
instruct  the  officers  only,  and  that  the  privates  can, 
under  well  instructed  officers,  be  formed  into  sol- 
diers instantly,  by  the  magic  voices  of  good  com- 
manders. This  is  a double  and  a most  dangerous 
error.  In  the  first  place,  it  requires  time  to  form 
a soldier  under  the  most  practised,  experienced 
and  skilful  officers;  and  our  soil  might  be  polluted 
by  the  loot  of  the  invader,  our  cities  taken  and 
sacked  and  our  forts  occupied,  before  our  armed 
citizens  could  be  taught  the  elements  of  tactics  or 
the  simple  use  of  the  firelock.  And,  secondly,  it 
will  prove  a fatal  error  to  suppose  that  an  officer 
can  be  formed  by  being  drilled  as  a private.  The 
habit  of  command,  the  prompt  eye,  the  firm  tone, 
the  self-possession  in  moments  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  which  inspire  the  men  with  confidence  and 
courage,  and  are  so  essential  to  secure  their  ready 
obedience,  are  the  result  of  practice.  The  officers 
and  privates  who  are  to  act  together  in  the  field 
must  be  drilled  together  and  practised,  the  one  to 
the  duties  of  obedience  and  the  other  to  those  of 
command. 

Satisfied  that  an  efficient  force  cannot  be  created  by 
drilling  the  officers  alone,  as  well  as  of  the  impracti- 
cability of  rendering  the  whole  mass  of  the  militia 
available,  at  the  same  time  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try; and  convinced,  from  the  experience  of  our  past 
wars,  that  it  rs  necessary  to  organize  and  discipline 
a select  body  of  citizen  soldiers,  w:ho,  in  a moment 
of  danger,  will  know  their  stations  and  their  duties 
when  assembled  there,  and  who,  although  separated 
from  the  mass  for  a short  time,  will  return  and  im- 
part to  it  the  military  knowledge  and  experience 
they  have  acquired  during  their  period  of  service, 
I have  prepared  the  plan,  the  details  of  which  are 
herewith  submitted,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  house.  It  is  believed  that,  on  examining  them, 
it  will  be  apparent  that  the  scheme  is  not  liable  to 
any  one  of  the  objections  that  are  argued  against 
large  standing  armies;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  it 


will  form  a select  body  ofwell  disciplined  militia, 
ready  themselves  to  defend  their  country  in  the 
hour  of  danger  against  any  sudden  altaek,  and  fur- 
nishing a corps,  around  which  the  less  instructed 
mass  may  rally;  possessing  in  some  degree  the  mi- 
litary knowledge  and  skill  of  regular  soldiers,  they 
will  be  able  alike  to  protect  their  country  from  a 
foreign  foe,  and  to  guard  its  liberties  from  any  dan- 
ger that  may  threaten  them. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  organization  now  pro- 
posed will  prevent  the  necessity  of  maintaining 
large  standing  armies,  even  in  time  of  war.  The  mi- 
litia, properly  drilled  and  instructed,  will  be  thereby 
rendered  perfectly  efficient,  and  .capable  of  defend- 
ing the  forts  along  our  maritime  frontier,  which,  in 
the  absence  ot  such  an  organization,  would  require 
a regular  army  of  fifty  thousand  men.  At  present 
the  militia  cannot  be  rendered  immediately  availa- 
ble against  a surprise;  whereas  under  the  proposed 
organization,  they  would  repair  to  their  stations  at 
the  first  alarm,  and  would  be  efficient  soldiers  when 
there.  In  case  of  war,  those  stations  would  be- 
come permanent,  and  arrangements  might  easily  be 
made  so  as  to  lender  the  service  as  little  burden- 
some as  possible  to  the  artisan  and  mechanic. 

Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  avoid  all  in- 
terference with  the  rights  of  the  states,  or  to  lessen 
their  means  of  defence.  The  militia  will  be  called 
out  in  the  maner  at  present  provided  for  by  law, 
and  no  change  is  contemplated  in  the  mode  of  offi- 
cering the  several  corps  of  which  the  active  class 
will  be  composed. 

It  will  not  abstract  a single  man  from  the  defence 
of  the  state  where  he  resides,  nor  separate  him  from 
the  class  of  citizens  to  which  he  belongs.  It  will, 
on  the  contrary,  stengthen  thedefences  of  each  state, 
by  furnishing  it  with  a well  organized  and  well  dis- 
ciplined force,  taken  from  the  people,  and  making 
part  of  the  people  equally  interested  with  their  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  preservation  of  free  institutions, 
and  ready  at  all  times  to  guard  the  territory  and  the 
liberty  ot  their  country.  Neither  does  it  interfere, 
in  any  manner,  with  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
states  to  train  their  own  militia  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  congress,  because  the  ac- 
tive militia  will  be  employed  by  the  president  dur- 
ing the  period  they  are  preparing  for  warlike  service 
in  garrison  and  in  the  field.  And  while  the  states 
have  all  the  advantages  which  may  result  from  a 
well  organized  and  disciplined  militia,  they  will,  at 
the  same  time,  be  exempt  from  the  tosses,  expenses 
and  evils  which  follow,  necessarily,  from  the  as- 
semblage oflarge  multitudes  for  merely  a nominal 
military  instruction.  It  is  to  be  considered,  also, 
that  a portion  of  the  militia  are  provided  with  op- 
portunities for  the  attainment  of  the  essentials  of 
military  knowledge;  and  at  the  same  time  that  they 
relieve  the  remainder  from  an  onerous  and  useless 
burden,  they  themselves  will  not  be  oppressed  by 
an  undue  amountof  military  service  being  required 
of  them:  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  comparing  the 
time  which,  under  the  present  system,  is  devoted  to 
that  object,  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  but  very 
little  additional  service,  if  any,  required,  and  for 
that  time  they  will  be  sufficiently  compensated. 
The  compensation  contemplated  is  adequate  under 
a good  administration  of  the  laws  proposed,  which 
are  to  be  made  uniform  in  their  application,  by  re- 
gulations to  be  issued  by  the  president,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  expense  to  the  citizen  who  is  thus  call- 
ed out;  though -it  may  not  rise,  in  amount,  to  the 
sum  which  his  pursuits  in  social  life  might  afford. 
The  total  amount  required  to  recompense  the  mili- 
tia to  be  called  out  for  exercise  will  be  trifling,  when 
compared  with  the  loss  of  time  experienced  by  our 
fellow  citizens  under  the  present  imperfect  organi- 
zation, and  of  the  serious  evils  to  which  the  youth 
of  the  country  are  exposed  by  the  frequent  attempts 
now  made  to  impart  to  them  a very  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  soldier.  The  sub- 
joined plan  will,  it  is  believed,  tend  to  diminish,  if 
not  entirely  remove,  such  evils,  and  will  also,  by 
engendering  an  esprit  du  corps  throughout  the  mili- 
tia of  the  several  districts,  elevate  in  the  mind  of 
every  citizen  the  character  of  the  duties  which  he 
is  required  to  perform,  and  thus  make  more  certain 
the  results  which  are  hoped  for  by  this  system  of 
military  precaution  and  defence.  In  preparing  the 
details  or  the  proposed  reorganization  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  I have  been  governed  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  place  the  country  in  an  attitude  of 
defence,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  it  from  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  at  any  period  a large 
standing  army;  to  render  the  militia  effective,  with- 
out withdrawing  too  large  a number  of  our  fellow 
citizens  from  their  occupations  at  any  one  time; 
and  to  diffuse  throughout  the  community  generally 
some  knowledge  of  military  service,  without  taxing 
the  treasury'  too  heavily.  All  this  it  appears  to  me 
will  be  effected  by  drilling,  dfiring  four  years,  one 
hundred  thousand  men.  for  a period  not  exceeding 
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thirty  nor  less  than  ten  days  in  each  and  every  year, 
at  such  times  as  may  least  interfere  with  their  or- 
dinary occupations;  and,  lor  an  equal  term,  keeping 
that  force  so  organzed  that  it  may  serve  as  a reserve, 
ready  to  act  in  cases  of  emergency:  doing,  in  the 
meanwhile,  ordinary  militia  duty,  such  as  is  now 
required  by  law  in  the  several  states.  The  expen- 
ses of  the  system,  which,  if  carried  out,  would 
place  the  United  States  in  an  impregnable  state  of 
defence,  will  not  exceed  $1,362,093  yearly,  if  the 
maximum  number  of  days  for  drill  be  adopted  by 
congress;  and,  as  it  is  believed  that  ten  days  in  each 
and  every  year  will  prove  sufficient,  the  annual  ex- 
pense will  be  less  than  $500,000. 

Details  of  the  proposed  system. 

It  should  be  provided — 

1st.  That  each  and  every  free  able-bodied  white 
male  citizen  of  the  respective  states,  resident  there- 
in, who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  twenty  and  under 
that  of  forty-five  years,  (with  the  exceptions  here- 
inafter stated),  shall,  severally  and  respectively,  be 
enrolled  in  the  mililia  by  the  captain  or  command- 
ing officer  of  the  company  within  whose  bounds 
such  citizens  shall  reside;  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty,  at  all  times,  of  every  such  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  of  a company  to  enrol  every  such 
citizen  as  aforesaid,  and  also  those  who  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  or 
who,  being  of  that  age  and  under  that  of  lorty  five 
years,  (with  the  exceptions  hereafter  named),  shall 
come  to  reside  within  his  bounds;  and  that  he  shall, 
without  delay,  notify  such  citizen  of  the  said  enrol- 
ment, by  a proper  non  commissioned  officer  of  the 
company,  by  whom  such  notice  may  be  proved; 
that  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and  notified  shall, 
within  three  months  thereafter,  provide  himself  with 
a good  musket,  bore  of  capacity  to  receive  a lead 
ball  of  eighteen  in  the  pound;  a sufficient  bayonet 
and  belt;  two  spare  flints;  a knapsack;  cartridge 
box,  to  contain  at  least  twenty-four  cartridges  suit- 
ed to  the  bore  of  his  musket,  and  each  cartridge  to 
contain  a ball  and  three  buck  shot,  and  a sufficient 
quantity  of  powder;  or  with  a good  rifle,  knapsack, 
shot  pouch,  and  powder  horn  or  flask,  with  sufficient 
powder  and  ball  for  twenty-four  charges,  and  two  i 
spare  flints;  and  that  he  shall  appear  so  armed,  ac- 
coutred and  provided  when  called  out  for  exercise 
or  into  service;  and  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and 
providing  himself  with  the  arms,  ammunition  and 
accoutrements,  required  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  the 
same  exempted  from  all  suits,  distresses,  execu- 
tions, or  sales  for  debt,  or  for  the  payment  of  taxes. 

2nd.  That  the  vice  presidentof  the  United  States; 
the  officers,  judicial  and  executive,  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  the  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress  and  their  respective  officers;  all 
custom  house  officers  with  their  clerks;  all  post-offi- 
cers and  stage  drivers,  who  are  employed  in  the  care 
and  conveyance  of  the  mail  of  the  post  office  of  the 
United  States;  all  ferrymen  employed  at  any  ferry 
on  the  post  road;  or  inspectors  of  exports;  all  pilots; 
all  mariners  actually  employed  in  the  sea  service  of 
any  citizen  or  merchant  within  the  United  States;  and 
all  persons  who  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  ex- 
empted by  the  laws  of  the  respective  states,  shall 
be  exempted  from  militia  duty,  notwithstanding 
their  being  above  the  age  of  twenty  and  under  that 
of  forty-five. 

3rd.  That  the  citizen  thus  enrolled  shall  consti- 
tute the  first  class,  and  be  denominated  the  mass 
of  the  militia;  and  the  said  mass  shall  be  divided 
into  divisions,  brigades,  regiments  and  companies, 
and  be  organized  as  follows,  to  wit:  a company  (in- 
fantry or  rifle)  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
and  one  second  lieutenant,  four  seargeants,  four 
corporals,  one  drummer,  one  fifer  or  bugler,  and 
eighty  privates.  A company  of  dragoons  shall  con- 
sist of  one  captain,  one  first  and  one  second  lieute- 
nant, four  seargeants,  four  corporals,  one  farrier, 
tw'o  buglers  and  sixty  privates.  A company  of  ar- 
tillery shall  consist  of  one  captain,  two  first  and  two 
second  lieutenants,  four  seargeants,  four  corporals, 
three  artificers,  one  drummer  and  fifer,  or  two  bu- 
glers or  trumpeters,  and  eighty  privates.  A regi- 
ment shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant,  one  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  one  paymaster,  one  surgeon,  one  assistant 
surgeon,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, two  principal  musicians  and  ten  companies. 
A brigade  shall  consist  of  one  brigadier  general, 
with  one  aid  de-camp,  having  the  rank  of  captain, 
two  brigade  inspectors,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and 
two  regiments.  A division  shall  consist  of  one  ma- 
jor general,  with  two  aids-de-camp,  with  the  rank 
of  major,  one  division  inspector,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel,  one  division  quartermaster,  with 
the  rank  of  major,  one  judge  advocate,  and  four 
brigades. 

4th.  That  from  each  regiment  of  the  mass  there 
shall  be  formed  two  companies  to  serve  as  light  in- 


fantry or  riflemen;  and  that  to  each  division  of  the 
mass  there  shall  be  attached  one  company  of  artil- 
lery and  one  company  of  horse,  formed  of  volun- 
teers, at  the  discretion  of  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  state,  not  exceeding  one  company  from  a bri- 
gade, and  shall  be  clothed  and  equipped  at  their 
own  expense,  the  color  and  fashion  to  be  determin- 
ed by  the  brigadier  general  commanding  the  brigade 
to  which  they  belong.  That  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  artillery  and  infantry  shall  be  armed  with 
a sword  of  such  description  as  is  commonly  denomi- 
nated cut  and  thrust.  That  the  commissioned  offi 
cers  of  cavalry  shall  furnish  themselves  with  good 
horses  of  at  least  fourteen  and  a half  hands  high, 
and  be  armed  with  a sabre  and  a pair  of  pistols  and 
holsters  for  the  same.  Each  dragoon  to  furnish  him- 
self with  a serviceable  horse* at  least  fourteen  hands 
and  a half  high,  a good  saddle,  bridle,  valise,  breast- 
plate and  crupper,  a pairj  of  boots  and  spurs,  a pair 
of  pistols,  a sabre,  and  cartouch  box,  to  contain 
twelve  cartridges  for  pistols. 

5th.  That  each  regiment  shall  be  provided  with 
the  state  and  regimental  colors,  and  each  company 
with  a drum  and  fife,  or  bugler,  as  the  legislatures  of 
the  respective  states  shall  direct. 

6th.  That  the  divisions,  brigades  and  regiments 
into  which  the  mass  is  divided  shall  be  numbered 
at  the  period  of  their  formation,  and  a record  there- 
of made  in  the  adjutant  general’s  office  of  the  state; 
and  when  in  the  field  or  in  service  in  the  state,  that 
they  shall  respectively  take  rank  according  to  their 
numbers,  reckoning  the  lowest  number  highest  in 
rank;  and,  also,  that  the  relative  rank  of  different 
corps  shall  be  as  follows:  1st  cavalry,  2nd  artille- 
ry, 3rd  infantry,  4th  riflemen;  and  that  the  said 
order  shall  be  observed  on  all  parades  of  ceremony 
and  review,  or  on  other  duty,  except  when,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commanding  officer,  the  good  of  the 
service  may  render  another  arrangement  necessary; 
and  further,  that  all  commissioned  officers  shall  take 
rank  according  to  the  date  of  their  commissions; 
and  when  two  of  the  same  grade  bear  an  equal  date, 
then  their  rank  shall  be  determined  by  lot,  to  be 
drawn  by  them  before  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
brigade,  regiment,  company  or  detachment. 

7th.  That  there  shall  be  an  adjutant  general  ap- 
pointed in  each  state,  with  the  rank  of  colonel, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  distribute  all  orders  from 
the  commander-in-chief  of  the  state  to  the  several 
corps;  to  attend  all  public  reviews,  when  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  state  shall  review  the  militia, 
or  any  part  thereof;  to  obey  all  orders  from  him  re- 
lative to  carrying  into  execution  and  perfecting  the 
system  of  discipline  which  may  be  established;  to 
furnish  blank  forms  of  different  returns  that  may  be 
required,  and  to  explain  the  principles  on  which 
they  should  be  made;  to  receive  from  the  several 
officers  of  the  different  corps  throughout  the  state, 
returns  of  the  militia  under  their  commands,  report- 
ing the  actual  situation  of  their  arms,  accoutre- 
ments and  ammunition;  their  delinquencies,  and 
every  other  thing  which  relates  to  the  general  ad- 
vancement of  good  order  and  discipline:  all  of  which 
the  several  commanding  officers  of  the  divisions,  bri- 
gades, regiments  and  companies  should  be  required 
to  make,  in  the  upward  order  of  gradation,  and  in 
such  form  and  at  such  times  as  the  legislatures  of 
the  respective  states  may  direct,  so  that  the  said  ad- 
jutant general  may  be  duly  furnished  therewith; 
and  the  said  adjutant  general,  from  the  returns  thus 
furnished,  should  annually  make  an  abstract  or  con- 
solidated report  of  the  same  to  the  commander-in- 
chief of  the  state;  and  he  should  also  make  a return 
of  the  militia  of  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  with 
their  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  to  the 
adjutant  general  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  each 
year.  And  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  such  direc- 
tions to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  as  might, 
in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  to  produce  uniformity 
in  the  3aid  return?;  and  he  should  lay  an  abstract  of 
the  same  before  congress,  before  the  last  Monday  of 
February,  annually. 

8th.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  brigade  in- 
spectors to  attend  to  regimental  and  brigade  meet- 
ings of  the  militia  composing  the  several  brigades 
during  the  time  of  their  being  under  arms;  to  in- 
spect their  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements; 
to  superintend  their  exercise  and  manoeuvres,  and 
introduce  the  prescribed  system  of  military  disci- 
pline throughout  the  brigade,  and  such  orders  as 
they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  state;  to  report  to  the  adju- 
tant general  of  the  state,  at  least  once  in  every  year, 
the  condition  of  the  brigade  to  which  he  belongs; 
the  situation  of  the  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammu- 
nition, as  they  actually  may  be  at  the  time  of  in- 
spection; and  every  other  thing  which  may,  in  his 
judgment,  relate  to  the  government,  good  order  and 
military  discipline  of  the  brigade. 


9th.  That,  in  addition  to  the  officers  referred  to, 
there  shall  be  one  quartermaster  general,  with  the 
rank  of  a brigadier  general,  to  the  militia  of  each 
stale. 

10th.  That  within months  after  the  adoption 

and  establishment  of  this  system,  there  shall  be  ta- 
ken from  the  mass  of  the  militia,  in  each  state,  ter- 
ritory and  district  of  the  United  States,  by  draught, 
or  by  voluntary  service,  such  number  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-one  and  thirty  seven  years,  so  that 
the  whole  may  not  exceed  100,000  men,  and  in  the 
following  proportions  for  each  state,  territory  and 
district,  respectively,  to  wit:  Maine  4.400  uien; 
New  Hampshire  2,400;  Vermont  2,400;  Massachu- 
setts 6,000;  Connecticut  2,S00;  Rhode  Island  800; 
New  York  18,000;  New  Jersey  2,800;  Pennsylva- 
nia 10,400;  Delaware  800;  Maryland  3,200;  Vir- 
ginia 6,000;  District  of  Columbia  400;  North  Caro- 
lina 4,400;  South  Carolina  2,400;  Georgia  2.800; 
Florida400;  Alabama 2,000;  Mississippi  800;  Loui- 
siana 1,600;  Tennessee  4,400;  Arkansas  400;  Mis- 
souri 1,200;  Iowa  400;  Kentucky  4,400;  Illinois 
1,200;  Indiana  2,800;  Ohio  8,000;  Michigan  800; 
and  t^skonsin  400.  This  force  to  constitute  the 
second  class,  and  be  denominated  the  active  or 
moveable  force. 

11th.  That  the  active  or  moveable  force  shall 
be  divided  into  companies  amt  battalions,  and  be  or- 
ganized as  follows:  A company  shall  consist  of  one 
captain,  one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant,  fourspar- 
geants,  four  corporals,  one  drummer  and  one  fifer 
and  ninety  privates,  A battalion  shall  consist  of  one 
major,  an  adjutant,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant, 
one  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant, 
one  seargeant-major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant, 
and  four  companies.  And  that  the  said  active  or 
moveable  force  shall  be  held  to  serve  as  such,  and 
be  governed  by  such  rules  as  may  be  prescribed  for 
the  period  of  four  years — one-fourth  of  the  same  in 
each  state,  territory  and  district  going  put  annually; 
the  order  of  succession  to  be  determined  in  the  first 
instance  by  lot. 

12th.  That  there  shall  be  a third  clas3  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  to  be  denominated  the 
reserve  or  sedentary  force,  which  shall  be  or- 
ganized in  the  same  manner  as  the  active  force. 
And  that  the  reserve  force  so  organized  shall  be 
composed  of  all  those  who  shall  have  served  the 
legal  time  indicated  for  the  second  class,  and  be 
held  to  serve  for  four  years  in  the  same;  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  they  shall  return  to  the  mass, 
and  be  subject  to  no  further  military  or  militia  duty, 
unless  in  cases  of  invasion  or  a levee  en  masse.  And 
such  portions  of  the  active  force  as  may  go  out  of 
the  same  annually  shall  forthwith  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  reserve  or  sedentary  force; 
and,  after  the  termination  of  the  first  four  years’ 
service  of  any  portion  of  the  reserve,  one-fourth 
of  that  body  shall  go  out  of  service  annually,  in  the 
same  manner  as  prescribed  for  the  second  class. 

13th.  That  the  deficit  occasioned  by  the  transfer 
annually  ofone-fourth  ofthe  active  to  the  reserve 
force,  and  by  the  discharge  annually  of  one-lourth 
of  the  reserve,  be  yearly  supplied  by  a draught  or 
by  voluntary  service  from  the  mass. 

14th.  That,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  in- 
struction and  discipline  ofthe  active  and  seden- 
tary force,  the  territory  ofthe  United  States  shall 
be  divided  into  ten  districts,  which,  until  otherwise 
directed  by  law,  shall  be  composed  as  follows: 


18,000  men 


1st  district. 

Maine,  ) 

N.  Hampshire,  [ 9,200  men 
Vermont,  ) 

2 d district. 
Massachusetts,  ) 

Rhode  Island,  > 9,600  men 
Connecticut,  ) 

3 d district. 

New  York, 

4th  district. 

SffiSa. ! '«*»«» 

blti  district. 

Delaware,  ") 

Maryland, 

Dis.  Columbia, 

Virginia, 

6 lh  district. 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Florida,  _ j 


7 lh  district. 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Tennesse, 

8tli  district. 
Arkansas, 
Missouri, 
Iowa, 

9th  district. 
Kentucky, 
Illinois, 
Indiana, 


’J 


■ 10,400  men 


10,000  men 


1 0 th  district. 
Ohio, 
Michigan, 
Wiskonsin, 


Si.  I 


8,800  men 


2,000  men 


7,300  men 


9,200  men 


Total,  97,800  men 

15th.  That  the  battalions  of  the  active  and  se- 
dentary forces  shall  be  numbered  at  their  forma- 
tion, and  a record  made  of  the  same;  and  that  they 
shall  take  precedence  according  to  the  rank  of  the 
several  majors  commanding  the  same.  And,  fur- 
ther, that  when  the  battalion  of  two  or  more  dis- 
tricts of  the  active  or  sedentary  force  do  duty 
together,  they  shall  take  rank  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  respective  districts,  considering  the 
lowest  number  highest  in  rank.  And,  further,  that 
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the  order  of  precedence  between  the  army  of  the 
United  States  and  the  militia  thereof,  and  between 
the  several  classes  ot  the  militia  with  one  another, 
shall  be  as  follows:  1.  Troops  of  the  United  Slates. 

2.  Militia  of  the  United  States,  in  this  order,  to  wit: 
1.  The  active  force.  2.  The  sedentary  force. 

3.  The  mass. 

16th.  That  the  officers  of  the  militia  of  the  seve- 
ral classes  shall  be  appointed  by  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  legislature  of  the  respective  states  shall 
direct,  and  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States  in 
such  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  existing  laws. 

17th.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
authorised  to  call  forth  and  assemble  such  numbers 
of  the  active  force  of  the  militia,  at  such  places 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  at  such  times, 

not  exceeding  twice,  nor  days  in  the  same 

year,  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  and  during  such 
period,  including  the  time  when  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  they  shall  be 
deemed  in  the  service  of  ihe  United  States,  ami  be 
subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  president  may 
think  proper  to  adopt  for  their  instruction,  disci- 
pline and  improvement  in  military  knowledge. 

18th.  That,  whenever  the  United  States  shall  be 
invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion  from 
any  foreign  nation  or  Indian  tribe, it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  call  forth 
such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  state  or  states  most 
convenient  to  the  place  of  danger  or  scene  ofaction, 
and  in  the  order  provided  for  in  the  15th  head,  as 
he  may  judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion;  and 
to  issue  his  orders  to  the  proper  officer.  And  in  case 
of  an  insurrection  in  any  state  against  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  application  of  the  le- 
gislature of  such  state,  or  of  the  executive  (when 
the  legislature  cannot  be  convened)  to  call  forth 
such  number  of  the  militia,  of  any  other  state  or 
states  as  may  be  applied  for  as  he  may  judge  suffi- 
cient to  suppress  such  insurrection. 

19th.  That  wdienever  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof 
obstructed,  in  any  state  by  combinations  too  pow- 
erful to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the 
marshals,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  such  state, 
or  of  any  other  state  or  states,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  suppress  such  combinations,  anil  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed;  and  the  use  of  the  militia 
so  to  be  called  forth  may  be  continued,  if  necessary, 
until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  alter  the  com- 
mencement of  the  then  next  session  of  congress; 
provided,  that,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in 
the  judgment  ofthe  president,  to  use  the  military 
force  thus  called  forth,  he  shall,  forthwith,  by  pro- 
clamation, command  such  insurgents  -to  disperse; 
and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes 
within  a limited  time;  and  provided,  also,  that  the 
militia  which  the  president  is  thus  authorised  to 
call  forth  be  of  the  active,  or  of  the  active  and  se- 
dentary forces,  when  such  force  or  forces  of  the 
state,  or  ofthe  neighboring  states,  shall  be,  in  his 
opinion,  sufficient;  and  when  not,  then  such  por- 
tions ofthe  mass  as  he  shall  deem  necessary. 

20th.  That  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
portion  thereof,  when  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
and  articles  of  war  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
And  that  no  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  mu- 
sician, or  private  of  the  militia  shall  be  compelled 
to  serve  more  than  six  months  after  his  arrival  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  year,  nor  more 
than  in  due  rotation  with  every  other  able-bodied 
man  ofthe  same  rank  in  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belongs. 

21st.  That  every  citizen  duly  enrolled  in  the  mi- 
litia shall  be  constantly  provided  with  arms,  accou- 
trements, and  ammunition,  as  already  pointed  out, 
from  and  after  the  period  when  he  shall  have  been 
duly  notified  of  his  enrollment;  and  any  notice  or 
warning  to  the  citizens  so  enrolled  to  attend  a com- 
pany or  regimental  muster  or  training,  which  shall 
be  according  to  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  it  is 
given  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  deemed  a legal  no- 
tice of  his  enrollment. 

22d.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
mnscians,  artificers  and  privates  of  volunteers  and 
militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States, 
in  the  manner  and  under  the  circumstances  referred 
to,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  month- 
ly pay,  rations,  clothing,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  forage,  and  be  furnished  with  the  same  camp 
equipage,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the 
officers,  musicians,  artificers  and  privates  of  the  in- 
fantry ofthe  United  States;  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  such  portions  of  the  militia  as  may  be  called 
out,  as  provided  under  the  17th  head,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  receive  clothing,  or  money  in  lieu  there- 
ol;  nor  shall  any  officer  of  the  same  be  entitled  to 


forage,  or  money  instead,  for  more  than  one  horse, 
nor  for  more  than  one  servant  each. 

23d.  That  the  officers  of  all  mounted  companies, 
volunteers  or  militia,  when  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  each  be  entitled  to  receive  fo- 
rage, or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  for  two  horses  when 
they  actually  keep  private  servants,  and  for  one 
horse  when  without  private  servants;  and  that  forty 
cent3perday  be  allowed  for  the  use  and  risk  of 
each  horse,  except  horses  killed  in  battle,  or  dy- 
of  wounds  received  in  battle.  That  each  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  artificer  and  pri- 
vate, of  all  mounted  companies,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  forage  in  kind  for  one  horse,  with  for- 
ty cents  a day  for  the  use  and  risk  thereof,  except 
horses  killed  m battle,  or  dying  of  wounds  received 
in  battle;  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of 
forage  and  subsistence,  when  the  same  shall  be  fur- 
nished by  himself,  or  twelve  and  a half  cents  per 
day  for  either,  as  the  case  may  be. 

24th.  That  any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
artificer,  musician  or  private  of  militia  or  volun- 
teers, required  to  be  mounted,  who  shall,  when  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  suffer,  without  any 
fault  or  negligence  on  his  part,  while  in  said  ser- 
vice, by  the  loss  of  a horse  killed  in  battle,  or  by  a 
horse  dying  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  shall,  upon 
due  and  sufficient  proof  thereof,  be  paid  for  the 
same;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  be  paid  lor  each  horse  for  which 
payment  may  be  thus  claimed. 

25th.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, artificers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the  mili- 
tia, when  called  into  the  service  ofthe  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  day’s  pay,  subsistence  and 
other  allowances,  for  every  day  occupied  when 
transported  by  water,  and  for  every  twenty  miles 
when  travelling  by  land,  in  going  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  and  returning  from  the  place  of  dis- 
charge; provided  that  the  militia  so  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  deemed  always 
to  have  travelled  by  the  most  usual  or  expeditious 
routes. 

26th.  That  when  any  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  artificer,  musician,  or  private  of  the  militia 
or  of  volunteers,  who  shall  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  when  returning  to  his  place  of  re- 
sidence after  being  mustered  out  of  service,  or  at 
any  time  thereafter,  inconsequence  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  service,  and  shall  leave  a widow,  or,  if  no 
widow,  a child  or  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or 
children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the  month- 
ly pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  or  at  the  time  of  his  being  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five 
years  and  in  case  of  death  or  intermarriage  of  such 
widow  before  the  expiration  of  five  years  the  half 
pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the 
child  or  children  of  said  decedent;  provided  that  the 
secretary  of  war  shall  adopt  such  forms  of  evidence, 
to  substantiate  the  application  for  such  half-pay,  as 
the  president  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

27th.  That  courts-martial,  for  the  trial  of  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  artificers,  musicians,  or 
privates  of  the  militia  or  volunteer  corps,  shall  be 
composed  of  militia  officers  only. 

28th.  That  every  officer,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, artificer,  musician,  or  private  of  the  militia, 
who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  provided  for  calling  forth  the 
active  force,  or  parts  thereof,  (in  the  17th  head), 
shall  be  fined,  and  forfeit  a sum  not  exceeding  three 
months’  pay,  nor  less  than  half  a month’s  pay,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  a court 
martial  may  determine:  and  that  every  officer  non- 
commissioned officer,  artificer,  musician,  or  private, 
of  the  militia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
cases  cited  in  the  18th  and  19th  heads,  shall  forfeit 
a sum  not  exceeding  one  years  pay,  and  not  less 
than  one  month’s  pay,  to  be  determined  and  adjudg- 
ed according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  by  a 
court  martial;  and  such  officer  shall,  moreover,  be 
liable  to  be  cashiered  by  sentence  of  a court  martial, 
and  be  incapacitated  from  holding  a commission  in 
the  militia  for  a term  of  four  years,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  said  court;  and  such  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprison- 
ed by  the  sentence  of  a court  martial,  on  failure 
of  the  payment  of  fines  adjudged  against  them, 
tor  one  calendar  month,  forevery  five  dollars  of  such 
fine, 

29th.  That  all  fines  assessed,  as  described  in  the 
preceding  head,  shall  be  certified  by  the  officer  or- 
dering the  court,  or  the  revising  authority  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  having  approved 
of  Ihe  same,  to  the  martial  of  the  district  in  which 
the  delinquent  shall  reside,  or  to  one  of  his  deputies, 
and  take  a receipt  from  the  said  martial  or  deputy, 
as  the  case  may  be,  for  the  same;  which  receipt  and 


duplicate  of  the  certificate  furnished,  he  shall  trans- 
mit lor  record  to  the  adjutant  general  ot  the  militia 
of  the  United  States:  that  the  marshal,  or  his  depu- 
ty, having  received  the  said  certificate,  shall  forth- 
with proceed  to  levy  the  said  fines,  with  cost,  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatties  of  the 
delinquent;  which  costs,  and  the  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding with  respect  to  the  sale  ofthe  goods  dis- 
trained, shall  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  ot  the  state 
in  which  the  same  shall  be,  as  in  other  cases  of 
distress:  and  when  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  shall  be  adjudged  to  suffer  imprisonment, 
there  beinj  no  goods  or  chatties  to  be  found  whereon 
to  levy  the  said  fines,  the  marshal  of  the  district  or 
his  deputy  shall  commit  such  delinquent  to  jail  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  shall  be  so  adjudged  to 
imprisonment,  or  until  the  fine  shall  be  paid,  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  persons  condemned  to  fine  aDd 
imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States  may 
be  committed. 

30th.  That  the  marshals  and  the  deputies  shall 
make  a return  ofthe  levy  of  fines,  as  provided  for  in 
the  foregoing  head,  to  the  adj’t  general  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States,  within  sixty  days,  counting 
from  the  time  that  the  certificate  of  the  assessment  of 
the  said  fines  is  placed  in  their  hands;  and  they  shall 
also  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said  adjutant  general, 
within  the  above  named  limit  of  time,  all  fines  by 
them  thus  levied  and  collected,  deducting  therefrom 
five  per  centum-as  a compensation  for  their  trouble: 
and  in  case  any  of  the  said  marshals  or  their  depu- 
ties shall  fail  to  make  the  required  return,  or  pay 
over  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States  the  fines  collected,  within  the  time 
above  specified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  ad- 
jutant general  to  inform  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  of  the  same,  who  should  be 
required  to  instruct  the  district  attorney  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  proceed  against  the  said  marshal  or  de- 
puty in  the  district  court  by  attachment,  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  same. 

31st.  That  the  marshals  and  their  deputies  of  the 
several  districts  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  ofthe  United  States  as  sheriffs 
and  their  deputies  in  the  several  states  have,  by 
law,  in  executing  the  laws  of  the  respective  states. 

32d.  That  the  money  or  moneys  collected  by  the 
assessment  of  fines  referred  to  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  all  necesssary  expenses,  as  far  as  the 
same  may  be  sufficient,  for  the  repair  of  arms,  the 
preparation  and  preservation  of  military  munitions, 
and  for  every  other  necessary  thing  that  may  be 
incident  to  the  calling  forth,  and  to  the  service  of 
the  militia,  as  provided  for  in  the  17th  head. 

33d.  That  the  president  shall  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  one  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  *ot  the 
United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  and 
keep  in  the  files  of  his  office  all  the  reports  and  re- 
turns of  the  militia,  writh  their  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  ammunition,  made  by  the  adjutants  general  ol  the 
respective  states,  distinguishing  the  same  by  the  dif- 
ferent classes  into  which  they  are  divided;  also,  annu- 
ally, on  or  before  the  last  Monday  in  February,  to 
make  an  abstract  or  a consolidated  return  of  the 
same,  and  lay  it  before  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
to  be,  by  the  president,  surnmitted  yearly  to  con- 
gress. That  it  shall  be  his  duty,  likewise,  to  keep 
a record  or  copies,  in  a book  provided  therefor,  of 
all  certificates  of  the  assessment  of  fines  by  the 
judgment  of  militia  courts  martial  for  delinquencies 
cited  in  the  17th,  18th  and  19th  of  the  foregoing 
heads;  to  keep  a record  or  copy  of  the  returns  of 
the  marshals  or  their  deputies,  of  the  execution  of 
process,  or  the  collection  of  the  said  fines,  noting  the 
time  when  the  returns  aforesaid  are  received;  to 
keep  a regular  account  of  the  amount  of  fines  col- 
lected and  paid  over  to  him,  and  of  the  amount  ex- 
pended thereof;  and  to  make  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June  and  the  31st  of 
December,  of  each  year,  a statement  of  the  said  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures.  The  money  or  moneys 
thus  assessed,  collected  and  paid  over  to  the  adju- 
tant general,  forthwith  to  be  deposited  by  him  for 
safekeeping  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury'  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  amounts  thus  deposited  to  be 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  adjutant  general,  and  not 
to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  except  upon  warrants 
of  the  adjutant  general,  countersigned  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  and  for  the  purposes  which  have  been 
specified. 

34th.  That  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  paid  the  annual  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  in  full  for  his  services,  and 
without  any  other  allowances  whatsoever,  except- 
ing such  fuel  and  stationery  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  an  office,  under  the  regulations  of  the 
war  department;  and  that  the  said  office  shall  be 
attached  to,  and  considered  as  one  of  the  bureaus 
ofthe  war  department,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  all  duties  and  purposes 
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of  its  creation,  as  the  secretary  of  war  may,  from 
time  to  time,  prescribe. 

35th.  That  for  the  duties  of  the  office  of  the  ad- 
jutant gen'eial  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
there  shall  be  allowed  two  clerks,  if  so  many  be 
necessary;  and  that  the  same  be  transferred  from 
the  office  of  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  with  annual  salaries,  not  to  exceed 
what  is  now  allowed  by  law,  according  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  secretary  of  war. 

36th.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
authorised  to  select  such  number  of  places  for  the 
establishment  of  depots,  in  each  militia  district  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  for 
the  safekeeping  of  munitions  and  arms,  and  as  the 
rendezvous  of  the  militia,  or  portions  thereof,  that 
may  be  called  forth. 

37th.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, artificers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  volun- 
teers or  militia,  in  the  service  of  (he  United  States, 
except  when  called,  as  provided  for  in  the  17th  head, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  compensation,  in  case 
of  disability,  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  incurred  in 
the  service,  as  is,  or  may  be,  allowed  to  officers, 
non  commissioned  officers,  artificers,  musicians  and 
privates,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

38th.  That  the  several  corps  of  volunteers  which 
now  exists  in  the  several  states,  and  in  what  man- 
ner soever  organized,  be  not  disturbed  or  deprived 
of  their  accustomed  privileges;  but  nevertheless  be 
subject  to  such  restrictions  as  their  respective  legis- 
latures may  direct,  and  to  all  other  duties  required 
by  this  system,  in  like  manner  with  the  other  militia. 

39th.  That  the  legislatures  ofthe  several  states,  at 
the  earliest  period  of  time  after  the  adoption  of  this 
system,  enact  such  law’s  as  may  be  necessary  to  en- 
rol and  organize  the  militia  of  the  respective  states, 
according  to  the  provisions  contained  herein:  pro- 
vided that,  until  such  enrollment  and  organization 
be  made,  the  existing  laws  governing  the  militia  of 
each  state  be  considered  as  still  in  force. 

40th.  That  the  term  militia  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  construed  as  to  embrace  within  it3  meaning 
all  troops,  of  whatever  description,  not  of  the  regu- 
lar army  of  the  United  States.  Respectfully  sub- 
mitted, J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker  of  house  of  reps. 

NEW  JERSEY  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  undersigned,  as  private  individuals,  would 
not  presume  to  present  themselves  on  this  occasion 
before  the  American  people.  They  are  four  out  of 
the  five  members  of  the  committee  of  elections,  by 
whom  a report  was  submitted  on  the  5th  day  of 
March,  1840,  in  the  New  Jersey  case.  That  re- 
port was  made  by  order  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  has  been  considered,  approved,  and  five 
of  the  claimants,  by  a very  large  majority,  admitted 
to  their  seats.  But  that  report,  and  the  evidence 
accompanying  it,  has  never  yet  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  house,  owing  to  a protracted  debate 
against  its  being  printed,  by  those  wlto  are  oppos- 
ed to  it.  While  the  question  of  printing  has  thus 
been  suspended,  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
availing  themselves  of  that  circumstance,  have 
caused  their  own  report  to  be  printed,  with  an  ac- 
companying appeal  to  the  people,  well  calculated,  if 
not  designed,  to  mislead  public  opinion,  and,  as  we 
are  informed,  have  despatched  immense  numbers  of 
them  to  the  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Conscious  ot  having  faithfully  discharged  our 
duties  in  making  said  report,  and  proudly  confident 
that,  in  sustaining  it,  the  house  of  representatives 
has  performed  an  act  of  justice  to  New  Jersey,  and 
thereby  rendered  a proper  homage  to  the  constitu- 
tion, we  fearlessly  appeal  to  the  same  enlightened 
tribunal  before  which  the  minority  have  gone  so 
precipitately  in  advance. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  remembered  that,  on  the  day 
the  present  congress  convened,  ten  gentlemen  pre- 
sented themselves  claiming  seats  as  members  from 
New  Jersey,  when,  under  the  constitution  and 
laws,  five  only  could  be  admitted.  “Here,”  said 
the  one  party,  “are  the  commissions  of  the  gover- 
nor, declaring  that  we  have  been  elected .”  “Here,” 
said  the  other,  “are  the  records  or  poll  books  of  the 
election,  showing  that  we  have  received  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  cast  at  the  election.”  The  claims 
of  both  were  in  writing,  and  presented  to  the  house 
at  the  moment  of  its  organization.  You  have  seen 
how  many  and  what  fruitless  attempts  were  made 
to  settle  the  question  between  the  respective  claim- 
ants before  the  organization  of  the  house.  After 
that  event,  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  elections,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.  This  brief  narrative  of  facts 
brings  the  case  down  to  the  14th  day  of  January, 
when  the  committee  first  entered  on  its  investigation. 

The  parties  were  required  to  present,  in  writing, 
the  grounds  on  which  they  claimed  their  seats, 


respectively;  and  also  to  respond  to  each  other’s 
statements,  so  as  to  enable  the  committee  to  see 
with  clearness  the  precise  facts  in  dispute  between 
them  and  the  law,  on  which  they  respectively  relied. 
These  written  pleadings  of  the  parties  reduced  and 
narrowed  down  the  controversy  to  the  following 
points: 

1st.  Mr.  Aycrigg  and  "his  co-claimants  alleged 
that  they  held  the  certificate  or  commission  of  the 
governor  of  New  Jersey  declaring  that  they  had 
been  elected  members  of  the  twenty-sixth  con- 
gress; and  that  such  certificate  or  commission  was 
prima  facie  or  presumptive  evidence  on  which  they 
should  be  admitted  to  their  seats. 

2d.  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Vroom,  and  their  co- 
claimants, admitted  that  the  other  party  did  hold 
such  certificates  or  commissions  of  the  governor; 
and  that  the  same,  if  made  conformably  to  law  ami 
lact,  were  prima  facie  or  presumptive  evidence  as 
aforesaid,  but  that  they  were  only  prima  facie  or 
presumptive  evidence,  and  that  the  poll  books,  as 
exhibited  by  the  returning  officers,  showed  that 
this  presumption  was  not  true  in  fyet;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  they  received  (what  was  required  bv 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey)  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  cast  in  the  election,  and  therefore  ought  to 
have  had  from  the  governor  the  certificates  or  com- 
missions now  held  by  the  other  party. 

3d.  Without  denying  the  above  allegations  as  to 
the  fact  in  relation  to  the  plurality  of  vote3,  but 
substantially  admitting  thdfh,  Mr.  Aycrigg  and  Ins 
co-claimants  alleged  that  if  the  polls  were  purged, 
which  they  insisted  should  be  done,  a sufficient 
number  of  illegal  votes  would  be  discovered  to  de- 
stroy the  majority  on  w hich  their  competitors  relied. 

This  simple  analysis  of  the  written  pleadings  of 
the  parties  presents  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of 
this  now  celebrated  case.  The  pleadings  being 
closed,  an  opportunity  for  testing  the  opinions  of  the 
committee  soon  occurred. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  Mr.  Rolls  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  this  committee  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  ascertain  and  determine  who  have  the  re- 
turns, according  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  and  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  which  will  au- 
thorise them  to  occupy  the  contested  seats  of  that 
state  until  the  question  of  ultimate  right  can  be  as- 
certained.” 

Which  resolution  Mr.  Medill  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting the  following: 

“That  the  six  [five]  persons  having  the  highest 
number  of  the  votes  received  at  the  several  polls 
by  the  officers  conducting  the  elections  for  represen- 
tatives in  congress  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
at  the  election  of  1838,  are  entitled  to  the  returns  of 
elections  as  such  from  said  state,  and  that  this  com- 
mittee do  now  proceed  to  ascertain  that  fact.” 

Here  were  developed  at  once  the  two  antagonist 
principles  of  the  case — tfee  certificates  of  the  go- 
vernor on  the  one  hand,  or  the  poll  books  of  the 
elections  on  the  other,  as  the  basis  of  temporary 
membership,  while  the  inquiry  was  progressing  as 
to  the  ultimate  right  dependent  on  the  purgation  of 
the  polls.  The  final  vote  on  these  propositions,  and 
the  various  amendments  offered  to  them,  plainly 
exhibited  the  following  results:  that  Mr.  Fillmore, 
Mr.  Crabb,  Mr.  Bolts,  and  Mr.  Smith,  were  in  favor 
of  admitting  Messrs.  Aycrigg  & Co.  on  the  strength 
of  the  governor’s  certificate,  while  the  undersigned 
were  in  favor  of  admitting  Messrs.  Dickerson. 
Vroom,  k.  Co.  on  the  ground  of  their  having  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes,  3S  established 
by  the  poll  books.  The  chairman  appeared  to  dif- 
fer from  both  parlies,  and  to  be  disinclined  to  fill 
the  vacant  seats  at  all,  until  the  ultimate  right 
should  be  ascertained.  This  development  of  the 
opinions  of  parties, on  the  committee,  enabled  those 
who  have  appealed  to  the  public  as  an  oppressed 
and  much  abused  minority,  to  adopt  the  policy  of 
moving  to  strike  out  or  amend  the  propositions  sub- 
mitted by  the  undersigned,  to  carry  out  our  opi- 
nions in  favor  ol  the  poll  books,  so  as  to  receive 
that  aid  from  the  chairman  which  his  peculiar 
opinions  in  the  case  would  evidently  incline  him  to 
give.  With  this  command,  so  acquired,  over  our 
propositions,  they  scarcely  ever  failed  to  place  and 
keep  us  in  a minority.  Hence  it  was,  that  when- 
ever we  proposed  to  ascertain  and  report  “who  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes,”  by  movingto 
inser  t the  word  legal  or  lawful,  they  could  invaria- 
bly force  us  olf  from  our  position,  and  compel  us  to 
act  on  one  or  other  of  their  own  propositions,  (the 
commissions  or  the  purgation  of  the  polls),  or  not 
to  act  at  all.  We  invite  you  to  examine  the  jour- 
nal, so  soon  as  -it  may  be  published,  to  see  what  a 
disingenuous  system  of  special  pleading — of  strik- 
ing out  and  putting  in — of  withdrawing  and  amend- 
ing any  thing  and  every  thing  proposed  by  us,  so'as 


to  delay  any  action  of  the  committee  on  the  true 
state  and  condition  of  the  votes  as  actually  cast  in 
the  election.  The  system  of  marching  and  coun- 
termarching, on  the  two  great  points  of  controver- 
sy, (the  commission  and  the  poll  books),  continued 
until  the  29th  of  January.  On  that  day  the  chair- 
man, in  whose  hands  it  had  long  been  apparent  the 
whole  destiny  of  the  case  in  committee  was  held, 
presented  the  following  series  of  resolutions  as  the 
basis  of  the  future  action  of  the  committee: 

'■•Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  the  governor 
of  New  Jersey  are  prima  facie  evidence  that  they 
w ho  hold  them  are  entitled  to  seats;  but  being  ques- 
tioned on  the  ground  that  all  the  votes  polled  were 
not  counted,  this  committee  will  first  proceed  to  in- 
vestigate the  validity  of  the  objection,  by  inquiring 
who  of  the  ten  claimants  of  the  five  contested  seats 
received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  polled,  in  con- 
formity w’ith  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  at  the  late 
election  for  members  for  congress  in  that  state. 

“ Resolved , That  all  votes  teceived  by  authorised 
officers,  acting  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  are 
prima  facie  legal;  but,  it  being  alleged,  and  offered 
to  be  sustained  by  evidence,  that  pluralities  W'ere 
obtained  by  means  of  illegal  votes  and  frauds  per- 
petrated on  the  ballot  box,  this  committee  will  ad- 
mit evidence  as  to  the  truth  of  these  allegations,  and 
inquire  who  of  the  claimants  received  the  greatest 
number  of  legal  votes,  in  conformity  w ith  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey;  and,  therefore,  are  entitled  to  occupy,  as 
members  of  the  26th  congress,  the  five  contested 
seats  from  that  state. 

“ Resolved , That  the  adoption  of  the  above  reso- 
lutions does  not  preclude  this  committee  from  re- 
porting the  facts  and  testimony,  with  its  opinion 
thereon,  for  the  consideration  of  the  house  at  any 
stage  of  its  proceedings  that  it  may  deem  expedient 
to  do  so.” 

This  proposition,  approximating  nearer  to  our 
views  and  opinions  than  any  other  we  had  been 
able  to  obtain,  received  our  support,  and  we  adher- 
ed to  it  through  all  the  subsequent  stages  of  the 
case,  with  the  utmost  fidelity.  We  here  again  refer 
to  the  journal,  when  it  shall  te  printed,  that  you 
may  see  what  repeated  attempts  were  made  by  all 
the  arts  of  special  pleading  to  amend  and  alter  these 
resolutions,  so  as  to  make  them  more  favorable  to 
the  commissioned  claimants.  More  especially'  do 
we  refer  you  to  that  incessant  anxiety  manifested 
to  dispense  with  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution, 
reserving  to  the  committee  the  right  of  making  a 
preliminary  report  on  the  facts  of  the  case  at  any 
time  that  it  might  think  proper  to  do  so.  The  ap- 
prehension that  such  report  might  be  proposed,  and 
the  danger  that  the  chairman  (the  author  of  this 
clause)  might  possibly  unite  with  us  in  making  it, 
seems  to  have  perpetually  haunted  their  imagina- 
tions. 

These  apprehensions  appeared  to  increase  as  the 
committee  progressed  in  the  hearing  and  examina- 
tion of  the  evidence.  On  the  8th  ol  February,  Mr. 
Crabb  movpd  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolred , That  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
be  requested  to  notify  the  several  claimants  afore- 
said that  this  committee  will  not  proceed  to  a deci- 
sion of  the  question  depending  before  them  until 
the  — day  of next,  at  which  time  the  com- 

mittee will  expect  the  proofs  to  be  closed,  and  will 
not  receive  any  testimony  taken  by  either  of  the 
parties  after  that  time.” 

These  blanks  were  afterwards  filled  with  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  April.  Mr.  Brown  moved  to  insert 
the  word  “final,”  before  the  word  “decision,”  and 
the  words  “ultimate  right”  after  the  word  “ques- 
tion,” so  as  to  still  preserve  the  right  of  making  a 
preliminary  report,  wdiich  the  undersigned  has  so 
sedulously  guarded,  and  which  the  minority  sought 
by  so  many  means  to  destroy.  One  of  that  minori- 
ty (Mr.  Smith),  at  the  first  moment  after  the  ex- 
amination of  the  testimony  was  closed,  either  from 
the  flood  of  light  which  that  testimony  had  shed 
upon  the  case,  or  from  some  other  cause,  moved  a 
resolution  “that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
case  be  postponed  till  the  same  shall  be  prepared 
for  final  hearing,”  &c.  Nothing  but  the  casting 
vote  ot  the  chairman  defeated  this  renewed  attempt 
rudely  to  shut  the  door  in  the  face  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  elected 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom  & Co.  to  serve  them  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States.  What  had 
never  been  denied,  but  often  admitted,  was  now 
manifest  by  proof  clear  as  light — proof  that  no 
skepticism  could  doubt,  and  no  sophistry  evade. 
Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  the  committee  was  to  be 
tied  up,  our  lips  to  remain  sealed,  and  New  Jersey 
to  stand  unrepresented  for  at  least  two  months,  and 
verv  probably  for  a much  longer  period. 

Under  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  chairman, 
and  whose  history  we  have  just  given,  vve  proceeded 
step  by  step  in  the  examination  of  all  the  testimony 
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referred  to  us  by  the  house.  We  heard  both  of  the 
parlies,  and  passed  a regular  vole  on  each  piece  of 
evidence.  Having  finished  that  examination,  we 
here  reaffirm  to  the  country  that  on  the  question 
whether  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom,  and  their  as- 
sociates, received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  poll- 
ed at  the  New  Jersey  election,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  possible  doubt.  In  their  written  statements, 
so  tar  from  denying  it,  their  opponents  have  sub- 
stantially admitted  the  fact;  they  have  never  denied 
it  in  any  of  their  arguments  before  the  committee. 
Besides  all  this,  the  uncontradicted  records  of  New 
Jersey  have  established  the  fact,  beyond  the  nega- 
tion of  even  stupidity  itself. 

When  our  examination  of  the  testimony  was 
closed,  and  all  the  facts  clearly  and  accurately  as- 
certained, the  undersigned  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  rank  and  foul  injustice  which  had  been 
done  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey  by  their  own  go- 
vernor and  council.  The  governor  knew  that 
Messrs.  Aycrigg  &Co.  had  not  received  the  majori- 
ty of  the  votes;  he  knew  that  the  returns  from  South 
Amboy  and  Millville  had  been  fraudulently  with- 
held; he  knew  that  giving  commissions  to  men  who 
had  been  rejected  by  the  people,  though  it  might 
give  a momentary  triumph  to  his  political  friends  in 
the  organization  of  the  house,  yet  must  and  would 
necessarily  delay  the'  action  of  that  body,  and  for  a 
long  period  deprive  New  Jersey  of  her  true  arid 
lawful  members.  We  say  the  governor  knew  all 
this,  and  yet,  at  the  moment  he  was  cleaving  down 
the  rights  of  his  own  people,  and  trampling  on  all 
the  high  guarantees  of  the  constitution,  he  express- 
ly admitted  the  power  and  duty  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  repair  the  mischief  by  restoring  the 
returns  from  Millville  and  Amboy  to  their  proper 
places  in  the  computation.  We  give  you  his  ex- 
press declarations: 

“But  it  will  be  asked,  with  force  and  propriety, 
is  a candidate  to  lose  his  seat  in  congress  because  a 
county  clerk  does  not  make  a return  of  the  votes? 
Certainly  not.  If,  through  inadvertence,  or  by  de- 
sign, any  voles  have  not  been  returned  by  the 
clerks,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, in  their  discretion,  to  allow  those  votes,  and 
give  the  seat  to  the  person  who  with  those  votes, 
may  be  elected.” 

The  committee  has  now  only  done  what  the  go- 
vernor himself  should  have  done,  and  what  he,  in 
that  hour  of  partisan  madness,  declared  it  ought  to 
do.  The  house  of  representatives  has  confirmed 
the  act  by  a vote  so  decisive,  that  nothing  short  of 
political  infatuation  ought  further  to  question  its 
propriety.  The  laws  of  New  Jersey  never  autho- 
rised the  governor  to  commission  any  but  those 
“who  had  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
from  the  whole  state.”  That  fact  (the  greatest 
number)  should  have  been  stated  in  the  commission; 
it  was  that  fact  that  gave  him  jurisdiction  or  au- 
thority to  act  in  the  case  at  all;  his  was  a special 
jurisdiction,  not  a general  one;  for  he,  as  governor, 
had  nothing  to  say  or  do  in  the  election  of  members 
of  congress,  save  the  single,  solitary  duty  of  com- 
putation, and  giving  the  commission  to  those  “who 
had  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes.”  This 
he  had  not  done  in  this  case;  he  has,  of  his  own 
accord,  substituted  the  word  “ elected ” in  place  of 
the  “highest  number  of  votes,”  This  he  was 
obliged  to  do,  if  he  subserved  the  views  of  his  poli- 
tical friends.  In  commissions  issued  to  Messrs. 
Dickerson,  Vroom  & Co.  he  might  well  have  insert- 
ed that  they  had  received  the  “greatest  number  of 
votes”  from  the  whole  state,  and  were  therefore 
duly  commissioned  as  members  of  the  twenty-sixth 
congress.  But  in  those  which  he  did  issue  to  the 
opposite  claimants,  he  could  not,  he  dared  not  to 
say  so;  he  therefore  substituted  and  inserted  a word 
of  his  own,  and,  in  face  of  the  law,  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  fact,  and  in  violation  of  the  highest  prin- 
ciples of  constitutional  liberty,  conferred  a false 
and  fraudulent  authority  on  men  not  entitled  to  it, 
and  which  it  has  taken  so  much  time  and  treasure  to 
deprive  them  of.  If  New  Jersey  has  sufFered  in 
this  conflict,  she  must  cast  the  blame  on  her  own 
functionaries,  while  she  cannot  but  approve  the 
generous  and  noble  conduct  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  sustaining  those  great  principles.of 
popular  supremacy  involved  in  this  controversy. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  just  one  month  from 
the  time  the  committee  commenced  their  labors, 
further  time  was  given  until  the  second  Monday  in 
April,  on  the  application  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  &.  Co. 
to  take  additional  testimony  in  the  case.  By  that 
period  the  greater  portion  of  the  session  would  have 
been  passed,  and  it  seemed  to  the  undersigned  to  be 
a matter  of  duty  and  propriety  to  report  all  the  facts 
as  we  had  ascertained  them  to  be,  leaving  it  to  the 
house,  in  its  own  discretion,  to  provide  tor  the  tem- 
porary occupation  of  the  seats  if  it  thought  proper 
to  do  so.  For  this  purpose,  Mr.  Fisher  introduced 
the  following  resolution: 


“Whereas  this  committee  has  now  examined  and 
passed  on  all  the  papers  referred  to  them  by  the 
house,  and  have  decided  that  they  will  not  recom- 
mend that  the  vacant  seats  from  New  Jersey  be 
filled  before  the  polls  can  be  purged,  and  it  can  be 
ascertained  which  party  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  legal  votes:  therefore 

“ Resolved , That  this  committee  will  now  proceed 
to  make  a report  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  poll- 
ed in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  at  the  congressional 
election  held  in  1S38,  and  to  ask  the  house  to  give 
time  and  power  to  the  claimants  to  procure  other 
evidence.” 

Which  proposition,  offered  as  an  amendment  to 
another,  was  lost  by  a vote  of  four  against  four, 
(the  chairman  not  voting,  the  proposition  failed,  of 
course).  Prior  in  time,  however,  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  foregoing  resolution,  Mr.  Medill  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution,  giving  the  parties  until  the 
second  Monday  in  Aprii  to  take  further  testimony, 
by  striking  out  all  alter  the  word  “resolved,”  and 
inserting — 

“That  this  committee  will  report  forthwith  to  the 
house  of  representatives  the  written  statements  of 
the  claimants,  and  the  testimony  before  it,  with  an" 
opinion  thereon,  for  the  consideration  of  the  house.” 

Which  was  also  rejected  by  a similar  vote,  the 
chairman  not  voting  on  the  question.  We  refer 
with  conscious  satisfaction  to  these  facts,  to  show 
that  we  have  not  been  disposed  to  keep  back  the 
light  of  truth  from  ttie  country,  nor  to  withhold 
from  the  house  of  representatives  an  opportunity  to 
fill  the  vacant  seats  from  New  Jersey  at  the  earliest 
moment  it  might  choose  to  do  so.  Baffled  in  all  our 
attempts  to  make  a preliminary  report,  Mr.  Rives 
introduced  a resolution  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  should  be  instructed  to  ask  of  the  house 
to  direct  (hat  all  the  papers  in  the  New  Jersey  case 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house;  but  even  this 
poor  privilege  was  denied  us  by  that  very  minority, 
with  the  aid  of  the  chairman,  which  now  so  loudly 
complains  of  our  despotism  over  them. 

We  now  invite  you  to  leave  our  proceedings  in 
the  committee  loom,  and  to  turn  your  attention  to 
the  house  of  repiesentatives  on  the  day  when  our 
chairman  asked  permission  from  the  house  to  have 
the  papers  printed.  A member  of  the  house  (Mr. 
Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee),  moved  the  following 
amendment  in  lieu  of  the  chairman’s: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  of  elections  be 
authorised  to  report  to  this  house  such  papers  as 
they  may  desire  to  have  printed  by  order  of  the 
house,  and  that  they  be  instructed,  also,  to  report 
forthwith  which  five  of  the  ten  individuals  claiming 
seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  received  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state  for 
representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  U.  States,  at 
the  election  of  1838,  in  said  state,  with  all  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  in  their  possession:  provided , that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  or  delay  the  action  of  said  committee  in 
taking  testimony,  and  deciding  said  case  on  the 
merits  of  the  election.” 

On  this  proposed  amendment  a long  and  animat- 
ed discussion  ensued,  in  which  three  ot  the  minority 
(the  fourth  being  absent)  largely  participated. 
The  main  point  in  that  discussion  was  on  a collate- 
ral and  unimportant  issue,  designed,  as  we  believed 
at  the  time,  to  awaken  the  sympathies  of  the  house 
to  protect  the  committee  from  an  alleged  intrusion 
on  their  deliberations  by  the  chairman  of  the  mili- 
tary committee — to  save  them  from  the  invasion  of 
“that  man  of  war,”  who  might  pull  down  our  chair- 
man, arrest  its  members,  and  turn  us  neck  and  heels 
out  of  doors.  Now  that  the  occasion  has  gone  by, 
we  cannot  but  think  that  those  gentlemen  themselves 
have  become  deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of 
that  celebrated  saying,  “there  is  but  one  step  from 
the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous.”  A motion  was 
made  to  amend  Mr.  Johnson’s  resolution  by  Mr. 
Fillmore  (who  was  in  full  practice  in  making  simi- 
lar motions  in  the  committee  room)  to  insert  the 
word  “lawful”  before  the  word  “votes.”  The  ad- 
ministration pariy  of  the  house,  generally,  voted 
against  the  insertions,  and  the  entire  opposition  par- 
ty present,  we  believe,  voted  for  it.  Much  conver- 
sation took  place  through  the  house  before  the  final 
vote  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  as  to  the  effect  oralteration  of  the 
substance  and  meaning  of  his  resolution,  by  the  in- 
sertion of  the  word  “lawful.”  The  conclusions 
drawn,  as  to  what  that  effect  would  be,  may  be 
clearly  inferred  from  the  votes  given. 

The  administration  portion  of  the  house  still 
voted  for  the  proposition,  while  the  entire  opposi- 
tion voted  against  it,  in  the  face  of  their  own  favorite 
word,  “lawful.”  What  other  deduction  can  be 
fairly  drawn  than  that,  in  the  opinion  of  both  parties, 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  did  not  necessarily 
throw  us  back  on  the  final  purgation  of  the  polls 


as  the  only  basis  of  the  contemplated  report?  How- 
ever this  may  be,  the  committee  met;  the  chairman, 
who  had  voted  for  the  insertion  of  the  word  “law- 
ful,” expressed  his  opinion  on  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  resolution,  and  in  that  opinion  we  fully 
concurred.  This  was  the  moment  when  we  be- 
came, as  we  suppose,  that  tyrannical  and  despotic 
majority,  of  which  so  much  complaint  has  been 
made.  Before  that  time,  as  the  journal  will  show, 
we  had  been  generally  in  the  minority — our  propo- 
sitions overruled,  struck  out,  and  amended,  so  as 
to  take  such  forms  and  complexions  as  to  compel 
us  to  abandon  them,  and  to  disclaim  their  paternity. 
That  we  did  not  bear  the  misfortunes  of  minority 
with  becoming  submission,  we  aver  cannot  be  de- 
monstrated by  the  journal.  We  uttered  no  com- 
plaints; fully  recognising  the  great  principle  that, 
in  republican  governments,  majorities  must  rule; 
and  least  of  all  did  we  prefer  against  those  who  dif- 
fered from  us  in  their  opinions,  the  bold  charge  of 
tyrannizing  over  us. 

The  controversy  now  no  longer  turns  upon  the 
merits  of  the  New  Jersey  case,  nor  on  the  truth  and 
correctness  of  the  report  which  we  have  made  on 
it,  but  new  and  false  issues  have  been  created,  in- 
volving, chiefly,  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  we 
have  reported  on  it.  Thus,  narrowed  down  to  the 
mere  crimination  of  the  majority,  the  undersigned 
will  proceed  to  vindicate  themselves,  and  the  report 
which  they  have  made,  against  the  complaints  and 
charges  which  the  minority  have  prefeired  in  their 
counter-report,  and  their  appeal  to  the  public. 

The  first  complaint,  in  the  proper  order  of  them, 
is,  that,  “from  some  extraordinary  mental  delusion,” 
we  entirely  misconstrued  the  resolution  under  which 
wrn  acted;  and,  in  tact,  “paid  no  regard  to  the  abso- 
lute instruction  of  this  house.”  On  this  point,  the 
undersigned  might  content  themselves  with  a sim- 
ple reference  to  the  report  itself  and  leave,  without 
comment,  the  question  of  “mental  delusion”  to  be 
settled  by  an  enlightened  and  impartial  community; 
but  they  beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  minority  (ex- 
cept one)  were  present  in  the  committee  room, 
and  urged  all  the  arguments  they  desired  against 
the  construction  adopted  by  the  majority;  if  they 
failed  to  produce  conviction  then,  it  is  only  a pre- 
sage, in  our  opinion,  of  a like  result  now  that  they 
have  been  submitted  to  the  public.  The  majority 
gave  the  construction  that,  as  we  were  required  to 
make  a report  forthwith  of  the  greatest  number  of 
lawful  votes,  (not,  however,  so  as  to  prevent  or  de- 
lay the  action  of  the  committee  in  taking  testimony, 
and  deciding  said  case  on  the  merits  of  the  election), 
the  report  contemplated  by  the  house  was  a pre- 
liminaiy  one,  and  was  intended  to  be  predicated  on 
such  votes  on  the  poll  books  as,  by  the  law  and  the 
rules  of  evidence,  were  to  be  regarded  as  lawful, 
until  the  contrary  was  actually  proved. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  our  journals  show  that 
every  member  of  the  minority  voted  in  favor  of  the 
following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  all  votes  received  by  authorised 
officers  acting  in  conformity  with  the  laws  are  prima 
facie  legal.” 

We  understand  that  in  giving  the  above  construc- 
tion to  the  resolution  of  the  house,  we  but  repeated 
the  above  decision,  in  which  the  minority  so  unani- 
mously concurred  with  us.  At  the  time  of  giving 
their  instructions,  the  house  knew  that  we  could  not 
report  on  the  “lawful  votes”  in  any  other  sense 
than  we  have  given  it.  The  house  knew  that  the 
evidence  was  not  yet  completed,  and  that  the  par- 
ties had  been  given  until  the  second  Monday  in 
April  for  that  purpose.  To  have  supposed  the 
house  to  have  adopted  the  word  “lawful”  in  the 
sense  now  insisted  upon  by  the  minority,  involves 
it  in  the  gross  inconsistency  of  demanding  a report 
from  one  of  its  committees,  which  it  knew  it  was 
impossible  for  that  committee  to  make.  But  there 
is  one  mode  of  settling  this  question  of  “mental 
delusion,”  which  must  be  conclusive;  surely  the 
minority  will  admit  that  the  house  itself  understood 
its  own  instructions.  If  the  report  submitted  was 
not  in  accordance  with  its  intention,  it  would  never 
have  sanctioned  it.  The  very  point  of  its  construc- 
tion was  raised  by  a motion  to  recommit,  and  the 
house  refused  the  motion,  and  confirmed  the  report 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

The  next  complaint  which  we  feel  called  on  to 
notice  is  the  following: 

“The  individual  members  of  the  majoiity  refused 
to  recognise  or  adopt  the  reasoning  ot  the  report, 
but  were  entirely  satisfied  with  the  conclusions 
drawn  from  it;  w hile  the  author  of  the  report  was 
equally  well  satisfied  with  his  own  reasoning,  but 
could  not  adopt  the  conclusions,  as  evidenced  by 
his  refusal  to  vote  for  the  resolution  based  upon  it, 
though  present  at  the  time.” 

The  minority  have  bene  evidently  blended  the 
proceedings  in  committee  with  what  took  place 
in  the  house.  The  reasoning  of  the  report  relates 
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entirely  to  the  question  of  construction,  with  which, 
as  we  have  belore  stated,  all  of  us  concurred;  the 
only  conclusion  of  the  report  w’as,  the  result  of  an 
arithinelical  computation,  showing  the  number  of 
the  votes,  and  for  whom  cast,  as  they  stood  upon 
tiie  poll  books;  in  which,  likewise,  all  of  us  con- 
curred. It  is  true  that  a proposition  was  made  in 
the  house  by  a member,  not  on  the  committee,  to 
admit  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom  and  company, 
into  their  seats,  on  which  the  chairman,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  house,  did  not  think  proper  to  vote;  but 
surely  that  can  raise  no  inference  of  discordancy  of 
opinion  between  the  chairman  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  in  the  preparation  of  the  re- 
port, which  did  not  embrace  any  proposition  of  ad- 
mission to  membership  at  all.  To  show  the  pre- 
cise fact  of  the  case,  we  refer  to  the  journal,  where 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Brown  submitted  the  following: 
“ Resolved , That  the  report  just  read  be  adopted  by 
the  committee.”  In  lavor  of  which  every  one  of 
the  majority  voted. 

In  tiie  report  submitted  by  the  minority,  the  un- 
dersigned have  noticed  tiie  iollovving  remarks: 

“That,  immediately  upon  the  assembling  of  the 
committee,  under  tiie  resolution  herein  examined, 
the  majority,  without  considering  the  proofs  ad- 
mitted to  be  competent,  the  tendency  of  which  was 
to  show  that  unlawful  votes  had  been  polled  for  the 
non  commissioned  claimants,  settled  forthwith  tiie 
principles  on  which  the  report  should  be  made.” 

It  is  true  the  majority  did  refuse  them  to  take  up 
the  evidence,  because  the  same  had  been  often  taken 
Op,  read  and  considered  before.  We  knew,  also, 
that  under  our  rules  eacli  memberof  the  committee, 
before  called  upon  to  vote  for  or  against  the  report 
which  we  were  then  directing  to  be  prepared,  would 
have  a right  to  demand  (lie  reading  of  any  of  the 
testimony  which  he  might  desire  again  to  hear. — 
Such  calls  were  made  by  some  of  tiie  minority,  and 
all  the  evidence  asked  lor  or  desired  was  read  be- 
fore the  committee.  From  this  statement  of  tiie 
minority,  others  have  since  been  made  in  debate, 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  tiiat  the  com- 
mittee never  had  examined  the  evidence  referred  to 
them  by  the  bouse,  but  precipitately  hurried  in 
their  report,  without  ever  having  given  it  the  neces- 
sary ami  proper  attention.  On  this  point,  therefore, 
we  again  appeal  to  our  journals  for  proof  positive 
and  unequivocal  that  every  such  intimation  is  wholly 
destitute  of  foundation. 

On  the  third  of  February,  Mr.  Bolts  moved  the 
following: 

‘'Resolved,  That  we  will  now  take  up  the  testi- 
mony which  has  been  referred  to  this  committee  in 
the  New  Jersey  case,  with  a view  of  hearing  and 
deciding  upon  its  competency  only,  leaving  its  suf- 
ficiency to  be  determined  when  the  testimony  is 
finally  closed  by  order  ot  the  committee.” 

Here  was  another  of  those  indirect  blows  at  pre- 
venting a preliminary  report,  whicli  it  was  neces- 
sary to  parry;  and,  therefore,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Fisher,  all  of  Mr.  Bott’s  resolution  was  stricken  out 
after  the  word  “case,”  leaving  the  resolution  as 
follow's: 

“Resolved,  That  we  will  not  take  up  the  testi- 
mony which  has  been  relerred  to  this  committee  in 
the  New  Jersey  case.” 

You  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  testimony 
was  thus  to  be  taken  up,  without  any  qualification 
or  limitation  whatsoever.  On  page  70  of  the  jour- 
nal this  entry  may  be  found:  “and  thereupon  tiie 
committee  proceeded  to  the  hearing  of  the  testi- 
mony,” &c.  “and  the  certificates  of  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  were  read.”  Again,  on  pape  75,  “and 
the  following  documents,  being  the  same  that  were 
referred,”  &c.  “were  severally  taken  up  and  read.” 
The  same  entry  on  page  75,  with  the  following: 
“the  parties  were  heard,”  &.c.  On  page  79  may  lie 
found  the  following  entry:  “Mr.  Bolts  moved  the 
following  resolution:  ‘Resolved,  That  this  committee 
will  now  proceed  to  decide»on  the  legality  and  va- 
lidity of  the  commissions  granted,’  ” &c.  it  being 
the  first  question  presented,  and  the  whole  testimony 
relating  to  that  branch  of  the  subject  having  been  read. 
On  page  81,  “the  paper  No.  13  was  then  taken  up;” 
on  page  83,  “thereupon  paper  No..  13  was  read;” 
on  page  117,  this  same  No.  13  (as  to  the  polls  at 
South  Amboy)  was  again  taken  up  by  the  committee 
and  rejected,  after  full  argument  by  the  parties,  one 
only  (Mr.  Botts)  of  all  the  committee  voting  for  it. 

Tiie  journal  further  shows  that,  alter  going 
through  the  various  items  of  testimony  by  numbers 
and  having  them  lead  where  they  were  deemed 
competent  evidence,  “there  being  no  further  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  Mr.  Botts  moved  the 
following,”  &c.  Tiiis  is  the  testimony  of  our  jour- 
nal, and  from  it  we  distinctly  announce  to  the  Ame- 
rican people  that,  before  this  report  was  made,  all 
the  testimony  referred  to  tiie  committee  of  which 
we  ever  had  any  information  was  either  actually 
read,  or  (as  was  the  case  iu  some  instances  to  save 


time)  considered  as  read,  and  thereby  rendered  ac- 
cessible to  all;  ready  to  be  read  as  evidence  on  the 
call  of  any  member  of  the  committee  w ho  might 
desire  to  hear  it  before  giving  his  vote;  and  ready, 
of  course,  to  be  scanned  and  scrutinized  by  any  in- 
dividual member  in  or  out  of  committee  hours,  who 
might  desire  to  inspect  it  for  his  own  satisfaction 
on  any  question  involved  iu  the  New  Jersey  case. 

We  now  come  to  what  has  since  become  known 
as  “the  mysterious  package,”  which  tiie  minority 
insist  in  their  report,  and  others  in  debate  have 
contended,  that  we  ought  to  have  examined  before 
submitting  that  report.  It  was  on  Saturday,  the 
day  after  the  instructions  of  the  house  had  been 
given,  that  the  committee  met;  on  that  day  tiie 
basis  of  the  contemplated  report  was  determined 
on,  and  the  chairman  directed  to  prepare  it  accord- 
ingly. Then,  we  apprehend,  “the  mysterious  pack- 
age” had  not  made  its  appearance  in  this  city.  It 
was  on  the  Tuesday  following  that  tiie  committee 
met  to  receive  the  report  from  the  chairman;  not 
to  re-open  the  case,  nor  take  any  different  action 
upon  it,  but  simply  to  ascertain  that  it  had  been 
constructed  and  prepared  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  committee.  Convened  only  for  that 
purpose,  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  laid  on 
the  table  a sealed  package,  directed  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  care  of  the  honorable  J.  Campbell,  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  elections,  with  an  endorsement 
stating  that  they  were  depositions  in  the  New  Jer- 
sey election.  They  were  permitted  to  lie  on  the 
table  lor  some  time,  and  until  the  report  was  read 
by  the  chairman,  and  Mr.  Biowm  had  moved  its 
adoption.  When  that  motion  was  made,  Mr.  Smith, 
who  had  previously  proposed  that  it  should  be 
opened  by  the  chairman,  moved  as  an  amendment 
to  Mr.  Brown's  resolution  of  adoption  “that  the  said 
sealed  package  should  be  sent  forthwith  to  the 
speaker,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  opened,  and  that 
this  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  said  new' 
depositions,  and  to  determine  whether  said  poll 
(South  Amboy)  was  held  in  conformity  with  law.” 
Mr.  Smith  did  not  pretend  to  have  any  personal 
knowledge  of  its  contents,  nor  to  have  received  the 
package  by  mail,  or  from  any  of  the  parties  in  this 
case.  He  spoke  of  its  having  come  to  this  city  un- 
der another  envelope,  covering,  also,  a letter  from 
Mr.  Halsted  to  himself.  By  whom  or  when  it  had 
been  sealed  up,  or  by  whom  directed,  was  not 
stated;  and  no  intimation,  from  hearsay  or  other- 
wise, was  given  that  the  evidence  it  contained  had 
any  relevancy  whatever  to  illegal  votes. 

On  the  proposition  made  that  tiie  package  should 
be  opened  by  the  chairman,  he  expressed  the  opi- 
nion that  he  had  no  right  to  do  so,  it  not  being  di- 
rected to  him,  nor  having  been  referred  by  the 
house.  The  undersigned  concurred  with  him  in 
that  opinion,  and  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the 
proposition  to  send  it  to  the  speaker,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  suspend  the  resolution  of  concurrence 
with  the  report,  they  refused  to  do  it,  Mr.  Crabb, 
one  of  the  minority,  voting  with  us,  and  none  but 
Mr.  Fillmore  and  Mr.  Smith  voting  for  it.  We 
knew  that  both  parties  were  then  absent  in  New 
Jersey  taking  depositions,  and  had  permission  to  do 
so  until  the  second  Monday  in  April,  at  which  time 
we  expected  their  return,  and  that  they  w ould  then 
present  the  evidences  they  had  taken  in  the  case. — 
How  and  why  this  particular  package  had  been 
hurried  off  to  this  city,  before  the  other  depositions, 
were  transmitted,  and  been  diverted  out  of  its  di- 
rect passage  to  the  speaker  of  the  house,  to  whom 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  expressly  required  it  to  be 
directed,  the  undersigned  did  not  know,  and  Mr. 
Smith  did  not  profess  to  have  the  necessary  infor- 
mation to  enable  him  to  explain.  If  W'e  had  delayed 
obedience  to  the  mandates  of  tiie  house,  by  suspend- 
ing our  report  until  the  depositions  should  be  sent 
to  the  speaker,  opened  by  him,  and  then  the  order 
of  reference  to  tiie  committee  be  obtained  from  the 
house,  the  same  process  might  have  to  be  repeated 
on  the  arrival  of  some  other  package,  and  the  w ishes 
of  the  house,  in  calling  for  the  report,  be  entirely 
defeated.  Alter  the  report  was  made,  and  while 
the  question  of  recommitment  was  still  pending  in 
the  house,  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  minority,  the 
committee  was  assembled,  and  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted that  the  committee  should  recommend  to  the 
house  a recommitment  of  the  report,  foi  the  express 
purpose  of  having  tiie  depositions  contained  in  this 
package  considered.  The  majority  replied  to  this 
proposition,  that  the  house  had  opened  and  heard 
the  evidence,  and  was  therefore  fully  competent  to 
decide  on  what  was  proper  to  be  done  with  the  re- 
port, without  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
committee.  What  did  the  house  think  proper  to 
do?  It  had  heard  every  word  of  the  evidence  which 
it  is  said  we  ought  to  have  waited  lor  and  acted  on, 
and  yet  it  proceeded  to  confirm  the  report  and  ad- 
mit the  members  by  a majority  of  thirty-one  votes. 


“The  mysterious  package”  was,  however,  referred 
lo  the  committee,  where  it  will  remain  to  be  acted 
on,  on  the  second  Monday  in  April,  when  all  the 
other  depositions,  taken  “in  relation  to  the  ultimate 
right,”  shall  have  arrived. 

It  is  urged  by  the  minority,  and  repeated  in  de- 
bate, that  tiie  house,  in  giving  the  instructions,  and 
tiie  committee,  in  making  tiie  report,  in  the  absence 
of  the  parlies,  was  a breach  of  faith  not  to  have 
been  expected.  How  can  this  be  so,  after  the  refe- 
rence to  the  journals  which  we  have  made?  Tiie 
chairman’s  last  resolution  provided  ex pre.sly  that  a 
preliminary  report  might  be  made  at  any  time 
the  committee  might  think  proper.  All  attempts 
by  the  minority,  or  any  of  them,  to  get  clear  of 
this  resolution  had  been  rejected,  and  Mr.  Fisher's 
resolution  above  mentioned,  and  Mr.Medill’s,  (both 
proposing  a preliminary  report)  were  introduced, 
discussed  and  decided  in  the  presence  of  both  par- 
ties m the  committee  room  several  days  belore  they 
left  the  city.  We  remind  the  public,  also,  that  not 
only  were  these  propositions  made  in  their  presence 
in  the  committee  room,  but  a resolution  calling  for 
a report  in  the  New  Jersey  case,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Turney , of  Tennessee,  w'as  also  pending  before  the 
house,  before  any  of  these  gentlemen  le it  the  city 
of  Washington.  Were  they  then  taken  by  surprise? 
Were  they  deceived,  either  by  the  instructions  of 
the  house,  or  the  action  of  the  committee  in  obeying 
them?  But  it  is  said  tiie  committee  ought  lo  have 
notified  them.  What  for?  Thai  they  might  be 
present  when  tiie  polls  of  Millville  and  Ainbov 
were  to  be  added  to  the  estimates  made  by  the  go- 
vernor and  council?  That  ttiey  might  be  heard  by 
themselves  and  their  counsel?  They  had  been 
heard  repeatedly  and  patiently  on  every  question 
which  had  arisen  in  the  case.  Again  we  ask,  why 
should  we  have  notified  them,  when  they  had  re- 
tired to  take  Anther-  testimony  on  the  final  right, 
with  tiie  full  knowledge  that  a pieliminarv  repoit 
was  contemplated,  and  a proposition  for  one’actually 
pending  before  the  house,  before  they  retired  from 
the  walls  of  the  capilol?  We  forbear  a further  refu- 
tation of  this  alleged  surpiise  and  deception,  but 
leave  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  it  to  that  re- 
buke which  is  so  pointedly  furnished  by  tiie  journal 
of  the  committee  and  of"  the  house. 

The  minority  do  not  pretend  to  contest  with  us 
the  truth  of  our  report,  nor  dispute  any  solitary  fact 
which  it  asserts;  but  they  complain  against  the  bouse 
that  their  counter-report  would  not  be  received  and 
printed,  so  as  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  lay 
their  views  and  opinions  before  tiie  public.  This  is 
not  a fair  statement  of  the  case.  Our  report  had  been 
introduced,  and  the  house  was  actually  engaged  in 
its  consideration,  when  the  minority  came  in  and 
offered  to  introduce  theirs.  The  inquiry  was  made 
of  tiie  speaker  whether,  if  this  was  done,  it  would 
not  supersede  the  action  of  the  house  on  the  repoi  t 
of  the  majority  until  that  of  the  minority  was  dis- 
posed of.  The  speaker  replied  that  it  would;  and, 
thereupon,  tiie  house  determined  to  proceed,  in  pro- 
per order,  to  hear  and  determine  the  repoi  t of  the 
majority  first,  and  then  to  receive  and  act  upon  the 
report  of  the  minority.  This  wa3  taking  the  subjects 
in  their  proper  turn,  and  disposing  of  them  in  Ihe 
order  in  which  they  had  been  introduced.  What 
right  have  the  minority  to  ask  or  expect  any  thing 
else?  What  reason  was  there  for  putting  aside  every 
other  business,  in  stopping  in  the  very  midst  of  their 
deliberations,  and  giving  a preference  to  these  gen- 
tlemen over  every  body  else?  They  demanded  too 
much,  and  the  house  refused  to  give  it  to  them. 
They  demanded  the  feception  of  their  counter- re- 
port, not  in  season,  but  out  of  season;  not  in  order, 
but  out  of  order;  and  when  the  house  could  not  rea- 
sonably gratify  them,  they  turn  away  with  the  petu- 
lant complaint  that  their  rights  have  been  disregard- 
ed, and  their  report  has  been  suppressed. 

We  well  remember  when  one  of  (lie  minority 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  that  their  report  should 
be  received  out  of  order,  that  the  voice  of  one  or 
more  friends  was  heard  through  the  hall,  “no,  no; 
let  it  go  out  a suppressed  report.”  It  has  gone  out 
as  such,  and  a taint  and  sickly  cry  of  persecution  is 
to  be  another  of  those  false  issues  by  which  jthe 
people  of  this  country  are  to  be  drawn  off  from  the 
consideration  of  the  true  merits  of  the  New  Jersey 
case. 

The  minority  have  asserted  that  “it  had  been  said,” 
but  by  whom  they  have  not  condescended  to  inform 
us,  ‘ that  the  parly  in  power  had  resolved  on  the 
necessity  of  admitting  the  administration  claimants 
to  carry  through  some  of  the  odious  schemes  of  the 
present  administration.”  This  insinuation,  founded 
it  appears,  entirely  on  hearsay,  stands  self-destroyed 
by  its  own  improbability.  Can  it  be  believed  that 
the  administration  paity  was  so  strong  as  to  be  able 
to  perpetrate  all  the  outrages;  which  these  gentle- 
men have  charged  upon  it  in  the  New  Jersey  case, 
and  that,  too,  by  so  large  a majority',  and  yet  be 
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unable  to  carry  through  its  favorite  measures,  such 
as  the  sub-treasury  bill,  the  treasury  note  bill,  &c.? 
Wh}',  sirs,  the  assertion  falls  from  its  own  monstro- 
sity. We  sincerely  deprecate  this  direct  allusion 
by  the  minority  to  the  party  politics  of  the  day. 
We  have  not  investigated  this  case  as  partisans — 
we  have  not  reported  on  it  as  such,  nor  do  we  now 
come  before  the  American  people  with  a decision 
tarnished  by  the  suggestions  of  party  requirements. 
We  have  acted  as  judges  in  the  case;  and  we  sin- 
cerely believe  that,  in  every  stage  of  it,  if  we  have 
not  possessed  the  learning,  we  have  at  least  attained 
to  the  impartiality  of  the  judicial  ermine. 

But  the  case,  for  the  present,  has  been  carried  up 
to  the  bar  of  public  opinion — carried  there,  we  hope, 
for  no  purpose  of  making  temporary  political  capi- 
tal for  the  coming  elections,  but  carried  there,  as  a 
proper  courtesy  requires  us  to  admit,  for  the  purpose 
of  revisal,  arid  the  correction  of  any  errors  which 
may  be  found  to  have  been  committed.  Before  that 
tribunal  vve  are  willing  to  meet  the  minority — they 
as  the  apologists  of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  and 
his  privy  council,  we_as  the  advocates  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  noble  and  gallant  state;  they  justifying 
the  unhallowed  desecration  of  her  broad  seal,  we 
vindicating  and  asserling  the  purity  and  potency  of 
her  ballot-boxes;  they  complaining  of  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  our  decision  has  been  made,  we 
insisting  on  the  broad  merits,  the  truth  and  justice, 
of  the  case.  It  was  on  these  we  relied  in  commit- 
tee room  and  in  the  house,  and  on  them  we  mean  to 
rely  before  that  high  tribunal  to  which  it  is  now  re- 
spectfully submitted.  AARON  Y.  BROWN, 
FRANCIS  E.  RIVES, 
WILLIAM  MEDILL. 

Washington,  March,  1840. 

1 consider  the  facts  and  afguments  presented  in 
the  foregoing  address  to  be  correct;  but,  in  my  opi- 
nion, they  are  unnecessarily  urged  on  this  occasion. 
From  the  beginning  of  this  controversy,  I have  no- 
ticed constant  efforts  on  the  part  of  those  who  de- 
fended the  conduct  of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey, 
to  turn  the  public  mind  off  from  the  true  points  in 
the  case,  and  to  bring  up  false  issues  before  the  peo- 
ple. For  one  I am  not  willing,  by  these  means,  to 
be  drawn  from  strong  grounds,  and  placed  on  weak- 
er. The  New  Jersey  case  may  be  stated  in  a few 
words;  it  is  this: 

The  governor  of  that  state,  with  his  privy  coun- 
cil, tor  the  purpose  of  retaining  political  power  in 
the  hands  of  his  friends,  without  the  shadow  of  right, 
actually  set  aside  the  whole  number  of  votes  polled 
in  two  townships,  amounting  to  six  hundred  and  for- 
ty-six, by  which  unlawful  means  he  defeated  the 
live  candidates  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  and  gave 
nominal  majorities  to  his  five  political  friends.  He 
declared  his  friends  duly  elected,  and  gave  them  then 
commissions.  These  men,  with  the  commissions,  un- 
der the  great  seal  of  the  state,  came  on  to  the  meet- 
ing of  congress;  and  the  other  five,  who  had  been 
defrauded  of  the  election,  also  came  on.  Both  sets 
presented  themselves  before  the  house,  and  claimed 
seats,  and  the  question  arose  as  to  which  should  have 
the  seats — the  five  who  held  the  governor's  commis- 
sions, under  the  great  seal,  but  who  had  not  receiv- 
ed a majority  of  votes,  or  the  other  five,  who  had  no 
commissions,  but  who  had  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes. 

One  portion  of  the  house  were  for  giving  seats  to 
those  who  held  the  governor’s  commissions,  alleging 
that  we  had  no  right  at  that  time  to  look  beyond  the 
commissions.  The  other  portion  of  the  house  were 
for  giving  the  seats  to  the^/iue  who  had  no  commis- 
sions, but  who  had  received*  the  greatest  number 
of  votes.  After  much  controversy,  however,  the 
house  decided  to  admit  neither  set  to  the  seats  just 
then,  but  referred  the  matter  to  a committee  for 
investigation.  This  committee,  under  a subsequent 
resolution  of  the  house,  reported,  from  the  testimony 
before  them,  that  the  five  who  had  not  the  commis- 
sions actually  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes; 
and,  thereupon,  the  house,  by  a majority  of  thirty-one 
votes,  admitted  them  to  take  the  seats. 

These  being  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  true  ques- 
tion now  is,  did  the  house  act  right  in  admitting  to 
seats  those  who  had  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  or  ought  they  to  have  kept  the  seats  vacant, 
and  New  Jersey  unrepresented,  until  the  'whole  state 
could  be  searched  over  for  illegal  votes,  given  as  well 
on  the  one  side  as  the  other? 

For  one,  I believe  the  house  acted  right  in  what 
it  has  done,  and  I am  willing  to  defend  the  princi- 
ples here  involved,  but  I am  not  willing  to  be  drawn 
off  on  collateral  questions,  and  enter  into  disputes 
that  may  mislead  the  public  mind  fiom  the  true  point 
in  issue.  CHAS.  FISHER. 

The  undersigned  has  not  affixed  his  signature  to 
the  foregoing  address,  because  lie  is  unwilling  to  ar- 
raign the  conduct  of  the  governor  and  privy  council 
of  New  Jersey,  or  to  refer  to  proceedings  in  com- 
mittee, which  he  considers  not  strictly  relevant  to 


the  present  issue  before  the  public;  but  so  far  as  the 
address  is  a vindication  of  the  report  hereunto  ap- 
pended, or  an  answer  to  the  positions  assumed  by 
the  minority  of  the  committee,  either  in  their  appeal 
to  the  American  people,  or  in  their  report,  it  meets 
with  his  unqualified  approbation. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL. 
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April  16.  Mr.  Noivell  presented  the  petition  of 
a number  of  citizens  of  St.  Clair  county,  in  the  state 
of  Michigan,  praying  the  imposition  of  a duty  on 
fish  imported  from  the  provinces  of  Upperand  Low- 
er Canada. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  the  anual  amount  of  draw- 
back paid  on  the  exportation  of  refined  sugar  for  each 
year  since  the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to 
"that  exportation. 

Mr.  Sturgeon,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  al- 
tering the  time  of  holding  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Williamsport. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lauds  was  taken  up,  and,  on  ac- 
count of  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  its, 
further  consideration  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
States,”  approved  March  3,  1835,  was  considered 
in  committee  of  the  whole  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  “act  to  grant  pre-emption 
rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands.”  The  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  Norvell  said  that  a 
number  of  petitions  had  been  presented  to  the  senate 
from  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  stating  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  times, 
they  had  been  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  be- 
nefits of  the  existing  pre-emption  act.  That  act 
was  to  expire  in  June,  by  its  own  limitation.  The 
petitioners  ask  for  a longer  time,  to  enable  them  to 
realize  the  beneficent  provisions  of  the  law.  Be- 
sides, the  present  pre-emption  act  had,  by  general 
consent,  worked  well,  both  for  the  actual  settlers 
and  the  public.  He  therefore  asked  leave  to  sub- 
mit a new  section,  providing  for  the  extension  of 
the  pre-emption  act  of  the  22d  of  June,  1838,  to  the 
22d  of  June,  1842. 

The  amendment  was  furtherdiscussed  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Norvell,  Crittenden  and  Prentiss, 
who,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  proposed  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  a provision  mak- 
ing four  months’  occupancy  previous  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  a condition  of  the  right  of  pre-emption. 
Mr.  P’s  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, While,  Prentiss,  Norvell,  Merrick,  Sevier, 
Knight  and  King;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  jeas  13,  nays  24. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Norvell’s 
amendment;  which  was  agreed  to,  yeas  25,  nays  11. 

Mr.  Prentiss  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill;  which,  after  some  remarks  by 
Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative,  yeas  10,  nays  25. 

After  some  further  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Porter  participated,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Strange- — 7. 

The  senate  then  went  into  an  executive  session, 
and  afterwards  adjourned. 

April  17.  The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of 
the  United  States”  was  put  on  its  third  reading, 
when  quite  an  animated- discussion  took  place  on  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Preston  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  branches. 

Messrs.  Lumkin,  Preston,  Clay,  Wright,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Buchanan,  and  others  participated  in  the 
debate.  The  question  failed,  there  appealing  only 
11  ayes  to  28  noes. 

Tire  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights  being  on  its  third  reading  was  post- 


poned until  Monday  next,  Mr.  Clay  having  intimat- 
ed his  intention  to  offer  some  few  remarks  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

All  the  other  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on 
Thursday  were  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Friday  and  Saturday  having  been  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  private  bills,  the  calendar  was  ta- 
ken up;  when  a number  of  bills  were  considered  in 
committee  of  the  wdiole,  and,  after  having  been  ex- 
plained, were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  18.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  30th 
December  last,  showing  a list  of  the  banks  that  had 
refused  to  pay  government  creditors  in  specie  when 
demanded. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  showing  the 
annual  amount  of  draw  backs  paid  on  the  exportation 
of  refined  sugars. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York  in  favor  of  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  two  bankrupt  bills  which  had  been  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Wall,  said  these  bills  were  reported  back 
without  any  expression  of  opinion.  The  committee 
would  probably  be  instructed  to  report  on  Wednes- 
day, when,  at  the  same  time,  the  minority  would 
also  present  its  views. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  or  dis- 
continuing the  branch  mints,  or  either  of  them,’ and  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
limits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  a statement  of  the 
number  of  acres  of  land  proclaimed  for  sale  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  in  that  portion  of  the  state 
of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  ceded  by  the  Chickasaw 
Indians,  together  with  the  dates  of  the  several  procla- 
mations and  copies  thereof;  the  days  upon  which  the 
several  townships  were  actually  offered  at  sale,  the 
quantity  disposed  of  at  public  sale,  and  also  by  private 
entry,  and  the  prices  paid;  the  days  when  the  several 
townships  became  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  spe- 
cifying the  number  of  acres  now  remaining  unsold;  the 
various  prices  at  which  said  quantity  remaining  unsold 
is  now  subject  to  entry,  specifying  the  ranges,  towji- 
ships,  sections  and  parts  of  sections,  and  upon  what 
days  said  lands  so  designated  and  specified  that  may 
remain  unsold  will  be  subject  to  entry  at  the  price  of 
twelve  and  a half  cents  per  acre,  and  what  lands,  if 
any,  so  designated  and  specified,  are  now  subject  to 
eniry  at  said  price. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  wished  the  resolution  to  be 
considered  then,  as  he  desired  the  information  lor 
the  purpose  of  using  it  on  Monday. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  Friday  were 
severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Several  private  bills  were  considered  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  explained  and  engrossed. 

Mr.  Preston  asked  the  consent  of  the  senate  to 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  brig.  gen.  John  E. 
Wool  and  col.  Croghan,  which  having  been  granted, 
an  animated  discussion  ensued  on  the  merits  of  this 
case.  Messrs.  Preston  and  Norvell  advocated  the 
bill  with  great  zeal,  alluding  to  the  services  of  those 
chivalrous  and  meritorious  officers  on  the  plains  of 
Chippewa,  and  at  Sandusky,  Messrs.  Hubbard, 
King,  Sevier,  Williams,  Pre7iiiss  and  others  oppos- 
ing it.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Preston,  it  was 
postponed  for  the  present. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

April  20.  As  soon  as  the  senate  met  this  morn- 
ing, and  the  journal  had  been  read — 

Mr.  Anderson  rose  and  said:  Mr.  President:  I 
rise  to  perforin  a very  painful  duly;  and  adverting 
to  the  circumstances  in  which  I last  saw  the  dis- 
tinguished individual  of  whom  I am  about  to  speak, 
it  is  exceedingly  unexpected  to  me.  I received, 
sir,  this  morning,  a few  moments  before  I took  my 
seat  in  this  chamber,  a letter  from  a friend  at  Knox- 
ville, announcing  the  death  of  judge  White;  and 
although  we  bad  recenl  intelligence  of  bis  enfeebled 
health,  I had  still  hoped  that  it  might  be  restored, 
and  his  life  protracted  far  beyond  the  present  hour. 

In  rising,  sir,  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tions which  I shall  submit  to  the  senate  upon  this 
occasion,  in  relation  to  this  distinguished  man,  it  is 
not  improper  lo  recite  briefly  a few  of  the  leading 
fads  of  his  history. 

In  doing  this,  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  remark 
that  he  was  a member  of  this  body  during  the  early 
part  of  Ibis  session,  and  has  often  received  here  the 
honored  distinction  of  presiding  over  its  delibera- 
tions; and  the  proceeding  which  I propose  I am  in- 
formed by  some  of  the  more  experienced  members 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  25,  1840— CONGRESS 


123 


of  the  senate,  is  within  the  analogy  of  those  rules 
under  which  we  offer  respect  and  courtesy  to  the 
memory  of  our  departed  associates.  I am  sure,  sir, 
there  is  not  one  of  all  by  whom  I am  surrounded 
who  will  not,  under  the  circumstances,  most  cheer- 
fully extend  the  tribute  of  regard  to  his  character. 

He  emigrated  at  an  early  day  to  Tennessee,  while 
yet  a youth,  and  settled  near  to  the  very  town  in 
which  his  remains  are  now  deposited.  He  was  the 
descendant  of  a father  who  had  participated  in  the 
patriotic  struggles  of  our  revolutionary  war,  and 
who,  in  transferring  his  residence  to  Tennessee, 
brought  with  him  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  love 
of  country  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  a perilous 
frontier.  He  received  a classical  education,  and 
soon  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  the  law, 
and  at  once  engaged  with  ardor  and  success  in  the 
pursuits  of  that  profession.  His  associates,  from 
his  youth  up  to  the  period  when  he  had  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  manhood,  entertained  lor  him  the 
kindest  and  most  sincere  personal  attachment,  and 
were  gratified  at  the  rapid  progress  which  he  made 
in  the  confidence  and  favor  of  the  public,  in  every 
thing  which  pertained  to  the  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  several  times  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture, and  twice,  I believe,  sir,  placed  upon  the  su- 
preme bench  of  the  state.  In  all  these  stations  he 
filled  the  measure  of  piivate  and  of  public  expecta- 
tion. His  mind  was  clear  and  vigorous,  and  took 
within  its  range  a vivid  perception  of  the  peculiar 
duties  which  belonged  to  each  position.  Subse- 
quently to  this,  he  received  a high  mark  of  the  con- 
fidence of  our  government  by  his  appointment  as  a 
commissioner  under  a very  important  treaty.  The 
fidelity  and  ability  with  which  he  executed  that 
trust  are  well  known  to  those  who  conferred  it,  and 
to  those  who  felt,  or  in  any  way  participated  in  its 
aclion. 

It  was  after  this  that  he  was  transferred  to  the 
higher  distinction  of  a seat  in  this  body;  and  I am 
now  surrounded  by  those  w'ho  have  served  with 
him  here,  and  who  can  fully  appreciate  his  private 
and  public  worth.  In  all  the  personal  relations  of 
his  life,  at  home  and  abroad,  he  stood  upon  elevated 
ground.  His  private  character  was  without  re- 
proach; and  I feel  confident  that  every  senator  will 
concur  in  this  tribute  to  his  memory.  He  now  lies 
buried,  sir,  in  the  country  of  his  adoption,  and  I 
trust  that  we  will  pass  unanimously  the  resolutions 
which  I now  submit. 

Mr.  A.  then  sent  to  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  of  the  se- 
nate, from  a sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of 
•respect  to  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White, 
deceased,  a member  of  this  body  during  the  present 
session,  will  go  into  mourning  for  one  month,  by  the 
usual  mode  ot  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White, 
,4i}e  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Preston  said:  I do  not  know,  Mr.  President, 
whether  I am  entitled  to  the  honor  I am  about  to 
assume  in  seconding  the  resolutions  which  have  just 
been  offered  by  the  senator  from  Tennessee  in  ho- 
nor of  his  late  distinguished  colleague;  and  yet,  sir, 

I am  not  aware  that  any  one  present  is  more  entitled 
to  this  melancholy  honor,  if  it  belongs  to  long  ac- 
quaintance, to  sincere  admiration,  and  to  intimate 
intercourse.  If  these  circumstances  do  not  entitle 
me  to  speak,  I am  sure  every  senator  will  feel,  in 
the  emotions  which  swell  his  own  bosom,  an  apo- 
logy for  ray  desire  to  relieve  my  ow  n,  by  bearing 
testimony  to  the  virtues  and  talents,  and  long  ser- 
vices and  great  usefulness,  of  judge  White. 

My  infancy  and  youth  were  spent  in  a region 
contiguous  to  the  sphere  of  his  earlier  fame  and  use- 
fulness. As  long  as  I can  remember  any  thing,  I 
remember  the  deep  confidence  he  had  inspired  as  a 
wise  and  upright  judge,  in  which  station  no  man 
ever  enjoyed  a purer  reputation,  or  established  a 
more  implicit  reliance  in  his  abilities  and  honesty. 
There  was  an  antique  sternness  and  justness  in  his 
character.  By  a. general  consent  he  was  called 
Cato.  Subsequently,  at  a period  of  our  public  af- 
fairs very  analogous  to  the  present,  he  occupied  a 
position  which  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  finan- 
cial institutions  of  East  Tennessee.  He  sustained 
them  by  his  individual  character.  The  name. of 
Hugh  L.  White  was  a guaranty  that  never  tailed 
to  attract  confidence.  Institutions  were  sustained 
by  the  credit  of  an  individual,  and  the  only  wealth 
of  that  individual  was  his  charactor.  From  this 
more  limited  sphere  of  usefulness  and  reputation  he 
was  first  brought  to  this  more  conspicuous  stage  as 
a member  of  an  important  commission  on  the  Spa- 
nish treaty,  in  which  he  was  associated  with  Mr. 
Tazewell  and  Mr.  King.  His  learning,  his  ability, 
his  firmness  and  industry  immediately  extended  the 
sphere  of  his  reputation  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
country.  Upon  the  completion  of  that  duty,  he 
came  into  this  senate.  Of  his  career  here  I need 


not  speak.  His  grave  and  venerable  form  is  even 
now  before  us — that  air  of  patient  attention,  of 
grave  deliberation,  of  unrelaxed  firmness.  Here 
his  position  was  of  the  highest — beloved,  respected, 
honored;  always  in  his  place — always  prepared  for 
the  business  ill  hand — always  bringing  to  it  the  trea- 
sured reflections  of  a sedate  and  vigorous  under- 
standing. Over  one  department  of  our  delibera- 
tions he  exercised  a very  peculiar  control.  In  the 
management  of  our  complex  and  difficult  relations 
with  the  Indians  we  all  deferred  to  him,  and  to  this 
he  addressed  himself  with  unsparing  labor,  and  with 
a wisdom  and  patient  benevolence  that  justified  and 
vindicated  the  confidence  of  the  senate. 

In  private  life  he  was  amiable  and  ardent.  The 
current  of  his  feelings  was  warm  and  strong.  His 
long  familiarity  with  public  affairs  had  not  damped 
the  natural  ardor  of  his  temperament.  We  all  re- 
member the  deep  feeling  with  w hich  he  so  recently 
took  leave  of  this  body,  and  how  profoundly  that 
feeling  was  reciprocated.  The  good- will,  the  iove, 
the  respect  which  we  bestowed  upon  him  then,  now 
give  depth  and  energy  to  the  mournful  feelings  with 
which  W'e  otfer  a solemn  tribute  to  his  memory. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  senate  acP 
journed. 

.April  21.  The  following  memorials,  &c.  were 
presented  and  referred: 

By  the  vice  president,  resolutions  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Florida,  asking  the  passage  of  a pre-ernp- 
tion  law  for  certain  settlers  on  public  lands  in  Flo- 
rida. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  ask- 
ing the  release  of  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  from 
imprisonment;  referred  to  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

By  Mr.  Grundy,  from  citizens  of  Memphis  coun- 
ty, Tennessee,  asking  the  passage  of  a general 
bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  Levi  Owen  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Kentucky,  asking  grants  of  lands  in  Oregon, 
and  permission  to  take  their  negroes  with  them,  and 
that  John  Rowan,  of  Kentucky,  be  appointed  go- 
vernor of  the  territory. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  citizens  of  Jefferson  county, 
in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  asking  the  establishment 
of  a mail  route. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Hinds  county,  asking  the 
passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  this  memorial  was  very  nume- 
rously signed  by  persons  of  both  political  parties, 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  that,  besides  merchants,  they 
ask  that  banks  may  also  be  included  in  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill.  He  was  pleased  to  find  that  the 
proper  view  was  taken  of  the  subject  in  Missis- 
sippi. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  to  the 
same  effect. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  a large  number  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  asking  the  imposition  of  a duty  on 
foreign  silk. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Wayne  county,  asking  the 
passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  citizens  of  Ala-  ( 
bama,  asking  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law, 
including  merchants,  traders,  farmers  and  mecha- 
nics. 

Mr.  C.  would  take  that  occasion  to  say  that  some 
measure  of  the  kind  was  necessary.  As  the  law 
now  stood,  the  energies  of  creditors  are  so  crippled 
as  to  render  them  in  a measure  useless  to  themselves 
and  the  country.  He  desired  the  passage  of  a bill 
which  would  place  the  relative  position  of  debtor 
and  creditor  on  just  and  humane  grounds. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  memorial 
of  John  M.  Clayton  and  others,  in  relation  to  mak- 
ing a navigable  communication  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  oceans  at  the  isthmus  of  Darien;  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  it  was  originally  directed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
the  public  lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Iowa,  asking  to  be  allowed  to  select  other  sections 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, reported  the  hill  to  cede  to  the  state  of  Alaba- 
ma the  Muscle  Shoals  canal. 

Mr.  Tuppan,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
presented  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war  relative 
to  process  of  “ Kydnizing which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  White,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  the 
construction  of  certain  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  While  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  lav  before  the  senate  a statement  of  the  names  of 
banks  in  which  special  deposites  in  specie  were  made 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in 
anticipation  of  receiving  therefor  treasury  notes  issued 


under  the  acts  of  1837,  1838  and  1839;  and  of  the  date 
and  amount  of  each  delivery  of  treasury  notes  on  ac- 
count of  having  received  certificates  of  such  special  de- 
posits, with  the  rates  of  interest  of  such  treasury  notes, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  or  banks  to  whom  the 
same  were  delivered.  Also,  a statement  of  the  amount 
remaining  in  each  of  such  banks  to  the  credit  of  the 
said  treasurer  at  the  date  of  the  first  of  such  certificates 
issued  by  such  bank.  And,  also,  a monthly  statement 
of  the  amount  of  all  other  deposites  to  the  credit  of  the 
said  treasurer,  in  such  banks,  for  each  month  during 
the  period  between  the  date  of  the  first  certificate  and 
the  date  of  the  payment  of  such  treasury  notes;  and, 
also,  a statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  against  such  spe- 
cial deposites,  in  each  month  during  such  period,  stat- 
ins the  transactions  with  each  bank  in  a separate  ac- 
count. And,  also,  copies  of  ail  correspondence  between 
his  department  and  such  banks,  and  any  person  or  per- 
sons, relative  to  the  making  such  special  deposites  and 
to  the  delivery  of  such  treasury  notes. 

The  bills  that  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on 
Saturday  were  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Michigan  a quan- 
tity of  land,  to  aid  said  state  in  the  construction  of 
a road  around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie,  ordered  some 
-days  since  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  a third  time, 
when,  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  a debate  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  Norvell,  Henderson  Walker  and 
Porter  participated,  advocating  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
Crittenden,  Preston  and  Bvchar.an  opposing  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tuppan,  the  bill  was 
recommilted  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands, 
without  division. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,”  approved  June  22,  1833,  was  read  a third 
time,  when  Mr.  Clay  rose,  Jnd  addressed  the  se- 
nate at  some  length  against  the  bill,  and  concluded 
by  moving  to  recommit  it  with  instructions  to  re- 
strict the  rights  of  pre-emption  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  native  or  naturalized;  to  strike  out 
the  section  recognising  the  principle  that  the  public 
la..ds,  prior  to  the  grant  of  a pre-emption,  or  any 
other  grant,  can  be  the  sub  ject  of  creating  the  rela- 
tion of  lesser  and  lessee;  and  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tions renewing  the  right  of  floats. 

On  this  motion  a debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Wullcer,  Grundy,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  others,  participated;  when  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  recommitment,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden. Dixon,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Roane — S. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Young 
— 25. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin.  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
•Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Roane — 9. 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business  at  half  past  four  o’clock,  and  soon  af- 
ter adjourned. 

Jlpril  22.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Lumpkin,  from  citizens  of  Georgia,  ask-  • 
ing  the  establishment  of  a certain  mail  route. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  trom  the  legislature  of  Louisi- 
ana, in  favor  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Clayton,  by  direction  of  a majority  of  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  repotted  a bill  to  esta- 
blish a uniform  system  ot  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  U.  States.  He  said  it  might  be  proper  to  state 
that  there  had  been  much  diversity  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  in  the  committee.  A majority  thought, 
indeed,  he  might  say,  they  all  thought,  that  some 
immediate  relief  should  b?  provided  for  all  those 
persons  who  have  already,  by  the  misfortunes  of 
trade,  or  by  other  means,  failed  in  business,  and  be- 
come unable  to  meet  their  engagements,  and  to  pay 
their  debts,  and  who  are  willing  to  make  a full  and 
fair  surrender  of  their  property  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors;  and  not  only  for  those  who  are  at 
present  laboring  under  this  misfortune,  but  for  all 
those  who  may  hereafter  be  in  a similar  situation, 
and  who  may  choose  voluntarily  to  surrender  their 
property,  and  avail  themselves  ot  the  relief  propos- 
ed. The  bill  now  reported  only  provides  for  the 
case  of  voluntary  bankruptcy.  It  passed,  it  will  give 
a great,  and  almost  immeasurable  relief  to  thousands. 
It  w ill  emancipate  f rom  a species  of  bondage  a vast 
number  of  active,  intelligent  and  enterprising  men 
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who  are  now  struggling  against  hope  with  spirits 
worn  down,  and  energies  paralyzed.  It  is  not  they 
only  who  are  interested  in  the  matter — the  country 
has  an  interest  in  their  activity  and  industry  and 
talents,  that  they  may  he  again  set  free  to  add  to  its 
general  wealth  and  prosperity.  These  views  ope- 
rating with  a majority  of  the  committee,  they 
thought  it  would  be  best  to  present  this  bill  tor  the 
consideration  of  the  senate  unincumbered  and  un- 
clogged by  any  other  matter;  that  it  should  stand  or 
fall  by  its  own  merits;  and  that  it  should  not  be  en- 
tangled with  other  measures  notessentially  connect- 
ed with  it,  and  which  might  bring  on  a heated  and 
angry  party  discussion,  in  which  the  merits  of  the 
relief  now  proposed  might  be  lost  sight  of  amid  the 
more  exciting  and  questionable  matters  improperly 
connected  with  it.  The  minority  would  not  con- 
sent that  this  bill  should  be  reported  unless  it  pro- 
vided for  the  case  of  the  compulsory  bankruptcy  of 
individuals,  and  also  forthe  bankruptcy  of  corpora- 
tions. As  a compromise,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee proposed  that  three  bills  should  be  reported, 
providing  separately  lor  the  three  classes  of  cases 
which  the  committee  had  unj-ler  consideration, 
namely,  1st.  For  the  case  of  voluntary  bankruptcy . 
2d.  For  the  involuntary  bankruptcy  of  individuals; 
and,  3d.  For  the  case  of  corporations,  leaving  each 
member  of  the  committee  to  vote  on  each  bill  in  the 
senate  as  he  chose.  The  majority  thought  that  this 
was  the  most  lair  method  of  proceeding,  as  each 
class  would  be  debated,  and  voted  for  or  against, 
upon  its  own  merits.  This  proposition  was  declin- 
ed by  the  minority,  they  insisting  on  including  cor- 
porations in  any  bill  which  might  be  reported.  It 
is  but  just  to  say  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee,  when  the  proposition  was  finally  reject- 
ed, (he  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  not  pre- 
sent, but  at  a previous  meeting  he  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  inserting  corporations  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.said  it  might  further  be  proper  to  state 
that  two  of  the  members  of  the  majority  were  not 
inclined  at  present  to  go  further  than  the  present 
bill  goes.  Mr.  C.said  he  was  not  of  that  number, 
as  he  considered  it  the  duty  of  congress  to  pass  a 
general  bankrupt  law  which  should  be  equally  fa- 
vorable to  the  creditor  as  to  the  debtor,  by  which 
the  creditor,  seeing  his  debtor  fraudulently  dispos- 
ing of  and  wasting  his  effects,  could  compel  him  lo 
surrender  them  in  payment  of  his  debts.  Such  a 
law  in  a trading  community  was  essentially  neces- 
sary to  its  prosperity.  In  part,  in  discharge  of  the 
duly  assigned  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  he 
now  reported  the  bill,  reserving  to  the  committee  to 
consider  whether  they  will  report  further  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  I Vail  said  that  the  dissenfions  of  opinion 
which  had  occurred  in  the  committee  room  were 
both  candidly  and  fairly  stated  by  the  senator  from 
Delaware.  The  minority  of  the  committee  could 
not  consent  to  report  as  a uniform  bill  that  which  re- 
lated solely  to  the  debtor  side  of  the  question,  and 
which  had  no  reference  to  artificial  persons,  but  to 
natural  persons  only.  Mr.  W.  did  not  agree  with 
the  senator  from  Delaware  that  combining  the  three 
branches  would  lead  to  any  angry  discussion,  or  be 
likely  to  retard  a measure  which,  were  he  to  judge 
from  appearances,  was  so  loudly  called  for.  The 
minority  of  the  committee  had  prepared  its  views 
on  this  important,  and,  he  might  add,  all  absorbing 
question,  which  Ije  begged  leave  to  send  to  the 
chair;  and  he  would  now  give  notice  that,  when 
the  bill  came  up,  he  should  move  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  what  had  been 
presented;  and  he'desired  that  it  might  he  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  would  suggest  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  name  some  early  and  convenient  day, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  generally  known  when 
the  subject  was  to  be  considered.  While  up  he 
would  take  the  occasion  to  express  his  hearty  con- 
currence in  the  views  of  the  committee,  viz:  that 
voluntary  bankruptcies,  compulsory,  and  bankrupt- 
cies of  corporations,  might  well  be  considered  un- 
der three  separate  and  distinct  heads.  It  was  not 
to  be  denied  that  the  voluntary  class  of  bankrupt- 
cies would  comprehend  a vast  majority  of  all  the 
cases,  and  hence  the  present  bill  of  the  majority 
would  be  likely  to  afford  the  largest  share  of  relief 
in  the  present  embarrassed  and  deranged  slate  of 
business.  He  had  notrisen  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering into  any  discussion  of  the  matter,  but  sim- 
ply to  express'  the  hope  that  an  early  day  may  be 
fixed  when  the  subject  will  be  met  in  that  spirit  of 
candor  and  fairness  that  will  lead  to  the  most  bene- 
ficial results.  * 

Mr.  Wall  said  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
move  and  make  it  the  special  order  for  an  early 
period.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the  senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  both  of  whom 
had  taken  a deep  interest  in  this  subject,  were  now 
absent,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  hill  could  bi 


printed,  and  he  should  take  care  that  a day  should 
be  fixed,  of  which  all  might  be  apprised. 

The  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  a joint  resolution  authorising  thp 
printing  of  10,000  copies  of  the  laws  relating  to 
naturalization. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  “an  act  to  authorise  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,”  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  drawback  on  refined  su- 
gar, and  to  reduce  the  fishing  bounties  and  allow- 
ances in  proportion  to  the  reduced  duties  on  sugar 
and  molasses,  was  taken  up;  when — 

Mr.  Benton  delivered  his  views  at  great  length, 
and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Hub- 
bard in  some  brief  remarks;  when  the  bill  was  pass- 
ed over.  And  the  3enate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  16.  By  general  consent,  Messrs. 
Leet,  of  Pa.  and  Wagner,  of  N.  Y.  presented  seve- 
ral petitions  for  pensions,  which  were  appropriate- 
ly referred. 

And  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hoffman  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  petitions 
generally,  but  the  question  was  not  put. 

Mr.  Jenifer  asked  that,  by  general  consent,  the 
executive  communications  on  the  speaker’s  table 
might  be  taken  up  and  referred. 

No  objection  being  made, 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  com- 
municating a report  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
with  certain  documents  in  relation  to  the  tobacco 
trade.  On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  tobacco. 

Also,  certain  depositions  in  relation  to  the  New 
Jersey  election.  Referred  to  the  committee  of 
elections. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  enclosing  a copy  of  a convention  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  U.  States  on 
the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic.  Refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Sundry  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  were, 
by  general  consent,  put  on  their  first  and  second 
reading,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  of  Md.  asked  Mr.  Johnson, 
ofVa.  if  he  would  yield  the  floor  to  him  a momeht, 
that  he  might  ask  the  house  to  have  a bill  printed 
for  their  information  and  examination,  which  he  in- 
tended to  move  as  a substitute  to  the  sub-treasury 
bill  whenever  it  should  be  called  up  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  W3ys  and  means;  which 
request  was  agreed  to,  and  the  house  ordered  it  to 
be  printed.  It  is  as  follows: 

A bill  to  prevent  defalcations  in  the  revenue  of  Vie  U. 

Stales,  and  lo  ensure  its  safe -keeping. 

Be  it  enacted,  §c  That,  after  the  — — day  of , 

it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons  having  money  lo 
pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  except- 
ing the  money  arising  out  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, to  pay  the  same  into  a deposite  bank,  selected 
by  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  ar.d  to  have 
it  placed  there  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States;  and  no  payment  made  in  any  other 
mode  shall  be  valid  in  favor  of  the  person  making 
the  same,  or  entitle  him  to  a credit  or  acquittance 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  or  to  any  of  the 
rights  and  immunities  arising  from  payments  made 
ibro  the  treasury,  or  save  him  from  any  forfeitures 
or  perialties  which  may  be  imposed  by  law  forfait- 
ing to  pay  money  into  the  treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  have  the  power  to  transfer 
the  public  money  from  one  bank  to  another,  to  suit 
the  convenience  of  disbursements,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  bonds 
given  for  duties  payable  to  the  United  States,  shall 
he  deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  some  deposite 
bank,  and  shall  be  made  payable  only  at  such  depo- 
sitory; and  (he  amount  of  such  bonds,  as  soon  as 
paid,  shall  be  placed  lo  the  credit  of  Hie  treasurer 
of  the  United  Stales  in  said  depository. 

Sec.  4.  And.  be  il  further  enacted.  That  in  all  ca- 
se.s  of  payments  thus  made  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  collector 
or  receiver,  or  other  persons  heretofore  entitled  to 
receive  the  same,  to  grant  a receipt  to  the  person 
making  (he  payment  upon  the  production  of  the  cer- 
tificate of  deposite  of  the  bank  receiving  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  ali  ca- 
ses when  it  may  be  necessary  to  advance  money  to 
collectors  to  pay  off  debentures  or  the  necessary  ex- 


penses attending  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and 
in  all  other  cases  where  money  may  be  advanced  to 
receivers,  marshals  and  all  disbursing  agents  of 
every  description,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  his  warrant  upon  the  trea- 
surer, to  direct  that  the  money  be  placed  upon  the 
books  of  the  deposite  bank  upon  which  the  treasu- 
rer’s diaft  is  issued,  to  the  credit  of  the  aforesaid 
peisons  in  whose  favor  money  may  be  advanced; 
which  entry  upon  the  bank  book  shall  express  the 
purpose  for  which  the  money  is  thus  advanced  and 
placed  to  their  credit;  and  in  all  cases  where  checks 
are  drawn  by  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  persons  as 
distributing  agents,  upon  the  fund  thus  placed  to 
their  credit  in  bank,  Ihe  check  shall  express  upon 
its  face  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  drawn;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  bank  to  retain  and  preserve 
the  check  after  it  is  paid  and  cancelled,  and  trans- 
mit it,  at  the  end  of  the  week,  to  the  first  auditor 
of  the  treasury,  with  the  bank  account  of  the  dis- 
bursing agent. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
drafts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  inhde 
in  pursuance  of  warrants  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  shall,  before  thejr  are  issued,  be  recorded 
and  countersigned  by  the  register  of  the  treasury,  to 
see  that  they  correspond;  and  no  deposite  bank 
shall  pay  out  the  public  money  upon  any  other  or- 
der than  the  draft  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  thus  countersigned  by  the  register  of  the 
treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
the  necessary  instructions  to  carry  into  full  effect 
the  foregoing  provisions. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  honrto  be  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  accounts  in  relation  to  the  existing  contracts  ' 
for  stationery.  See.;  the  recommitment  of  which  Mr. 
Petrilcin  had  heretofore  moved,  with  the  following 
instructions:  to  inquire — 

“1.  Whether  the  prices  paid  by  the  clerk  of  this 
house  for  stationery  are  reasonable  prices,  when  com- 
pared with  what  stationery  can  be  purchased  for  from 
other  persons,  of  like  quality. 

“2.  Whether  the  stationery  is  not  of  an  inferior  kind, 
when  compared  with  the  stationery  purchased  for  this 
house  at  the  last  two  sessions  of  congress. 

“3.  Whether  any  allowance  was  asked  by  the  clerk, 
eitherin  writing  or  verbally,  for  the  difference  in  ex- 
change between  Philadelphia  and  New  York;  and  if 
any,  n<5w  much. 

“4.  Whether  any  payment  has  been  made  by  the 
clerk  to  the  contractor,  in  advance,  on  his  contract,  or 
the  auditing  of  his  account  by  the  committee.” 

For  which  instructions  Mr.  Johnston,  of  N.  York, 
heretofore  offered  the  following  substitute: 

“That  the  resolution  which  passed  this  house  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  last,  upon  the  subject  of  stationery, 
and  the  reporls  thereon,  and  the  other  matters  therein 
contained,  be  committed  lo  a select  committee,  with 
additional  instructions  to  inquire  and  -report  to  the 
house: 

1.  “Whether  the  prices  paid  by  the  clerk  of  this  house 
for  stationery  are  reasonable,  when  compared  with 
prices  for  which  stationery  of  the  same  quality  could 
have  been  purchased  of  other  persons  than  those  of 
whom  he  purchased. 

“2.  Whether  the  stationery  is  not  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity, when  compared  with  the  stationery  furnished  this 
house  at  the  last  two  sessions  of  congress. 

“3.  In  what  mode  or  manner  the  clerk  has  advanced 
or  paid  money  to  said  Lqngtree  in  relation  to  said  sta- 
tionery, the  amounts  paid,  and  the  different  times  when 
paid;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers.’’ 

The  debate  ofyesterday  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
Johnson,  of  Va.  Johnston,  of  N.  Y.  (in  explanation), 
Petnkin  and  Wise. 

Mr.  W.  had  not  entirely  concluded  his  remarks, 
when,  the  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  house 
passed  to  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

The  house  resolved  itself  inlo  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  or  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Il- 
linois, in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration 
ofthe  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  ofthe  government  for  the  year 
1S40. 

Mr.  Ogle  (who  held  the'  floor  from  yesterday), 
continued  his  remarks  till  near  4 o’clock,  when  lie 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts, 
who  did  not  at  all  agree  with  him  in  his  views  of 
the  expenditures  in  and  about  the  presidential  man- 
sion, all  which  he  considered  fit  and  becoming  the 
abode  of  one  who  presided,  by  their  own  free 
choice,  over  fifteen  millions  of  freemen.  He  whol- 
ly exculpated  the  present  executive  from  all  partici- 
pation in  obtaining  the  expenditures,  and  stated 
that  there  were  still  apartments  in  the  house,  parti- 
cularly the  president’s  ante-room,  which  were  dis- 
gracefully destitute  of  furniture.  He  then  went 
into  a course  o(  strictures  on  the  expenditures  upon 
the  public  buildings,  showing  how  enormously  their 
cost  had  already  exceeded  the  original  estimates  of 
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the  architect,  and  complaining  that  larger  sums  had 
not  been  asked  lor  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
who  well  knew  the  works  could  not  proceed  with- 
out them.  Mr.  L.  continued  to  address  the  com- 
mittee till  past  6 o’clock,  when,  having  concluded, 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Peirikin,  who  moved  lor 
the  rising  of  the  committee.  The  motion  prevail- 
ed, the  committee  rose,  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  April  17.  Mr.  Burke,  of  New  Hampshire, 
asked  leave  to  present  a memorial  of  Hiigh  A.  Gar- 
land, the  clerk  of  the  house,  requesting  the  appoint- 
ment of  a select  committee,  with  powers  to  enter 
into  the  fullest  examination  of  all  transactions  be- 
tween himself  and  Mr.  Langtree  on  the  subject 
of  contracts  for  stationery,  lithography,  &c.;  and 
thereupon  Mr.  B.  also  wished  to  offer  a resolution 
corresponding  with  the  prayer  of  the  memorial. 

The  memorial  was  read  for  the  information  of  the 
house,  in  reference  to  a vote  ol  leave. 

The  resolutions  and  instructions  heretofore  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  C.  Johnston,  of  New  York,  in  reference 
to  the  same  subject,  were  also  read. 

Mr.  Wise,  af.er  some  remarks  commendatory 
of  the  course  of  the  clerk  in  demanding  a full  inves- 
tigation, and  after  a protest  against  the  doctrine  of 
the  majority  ofthe  committee  on  accounts  that  no  in- 
vestigation should  be  had  till  specific  charges  were 
adduced  against  the  clerk,  proposed  to  modify  Mr. 
Johnston’s  resolutions  and  instructions,  so  as  to  make 
them  more  full  and  complete. 

A question  of  order  was  now  raised  as  to  the  of- 
fering of  any  resolution  until  the  memorial  had  been 
regularly  received. 

Mr.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  that  the  memorial  might  be  receiv  ed, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  w hich,  being  or- 
dered, resulted  as  follows:  yeas  132,  nays  13.  So 
the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  memorial  of  the  clerk  was  now  received, 
and  Mr.  Burke  offered  his  resolution  for  ils  reference 
to  a select  committee,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Petrikin  raised  a question  of  order  as  to  this 
resolution  being  now' regularly  before  the  house. 

The  chair  ruling  that  it  was  in  order,  Mr.  Petri- 
kin took  an  appeal.  When,  after  some  desultory 
discussion,  Mr.  J.  Garland  asked  Mr.  Burke  to  ac- 
cept the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wise  as  a modi- 
fication of  his  own,  to  w hich  Mr.  B.  assented. 

Mr.  Leet  addressed  the  house  at  some  length, 
commending  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  clerk  of 
the  house,  and  the  honorable  and  open  course  he 
had  pursued,  and  concluded  by  moving  the  previous 
question  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Peirikin  at  length  withdrew  the  appeal,  and 
moved  the  previous  question  on  the  resolution  as 
modified. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed, put  and  carried.  And  the  main  question  being 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  it  was  agreed  to 
without  a count. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  sundry  communi- 
cations, among  which  were  a plan  from  the  war 
department  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  a copy 
of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  testimony  in  the  New 
Jersey  election,  and  numerous  senate  bills,  chiefly 
of  a private  character;  all  which  were  appropriately 
referred. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  offered  a resolution  (which 
lies  over)  setting  apart  the  13lh  and  14th  of  May  next 
for  the  consideration  of  business  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  went 
again  into  committee  of  the  w hole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair),  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  Peirikin  had  the  floor,  and,  after  some  pretty 
caustic  remailcs  in  reply  to  a part  of  the  speech  ,«f 
Mr.  Ogle,  which  referred  more  particularly  to  him- 
self, he  went  into  a discussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
expenditures  on  the  public  buildings,  insisting  that 
though  the  extravagance  was  undeniably  great, 
neither  the  president  nor  his  cabinet  was  responsible 
for  it,  but  congress  and  the  architect,  whom  he  ac- 
cused either  of  dishonesty  or  incompetency.  Mr. 
P.  having  concluded  a speech  ofconsiderable  length, 
Mr.  Keim,  of  Pennsylvania,  wa3  about  replying  to 
so  much  of  Mr.  Ogle's  speech  as  had  reference  to 
“Old  Berks;”  when  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania, 
informed  him  that  Mr.  Ogle  had  left  the  house  from 
indisposition;  upon  which,  Mr.  Keim  said  he  should 
defer  his  reply  till  that  gentleman  was  in  his  seat. 
He  would  only  now  say  that  the  charge  of  federal- 
ism either  against  that  county  or  himself  as  its  re- 
presentative could  not  be  sustained  before  honora- 
ble men. 

Mr.  Cooper  said  Mr.  Ogle  had  not  charged  Mr. 
K.  with  having  been  a federalist,  but  had  merely 


said  that  anti- bank  democratic  Berks  was  represent- 
ed by  his  honorable  colleague,  who  was  the  presi- 
dent of  a bank. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  length  by 
Messrs.  Reynolds,  Steenrod,  (and  Wise  in  explana- 
tion). 

Mr.  Steenrod  having  concluded,  Mr  Weller  ob- 
tained the  floor,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  make 
some  remarks;  but,  complying  with  the  request  of 
several  gentlemen,  and  the  hour  growing  late,  he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

On  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanly,  Mr.  W.  withdrew 
the  motion,  to  enable  that  gentleman  to  make  some 
explanations,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Petrikin,  on  some  mat 
ters  relating  to  the  expenditures  on  the  public  build- 
ings. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise,  I here  appeared — ayes  34,  noes  43; 
no  quorum  voting. 

1'he  chairman  thereupon  rose,  and  reported  that 
fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  that  every  day,  about  four 
o’clock,  the  house  foud  itself  without  a quorum,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  the  appropriation 
bills.  He  moved  a call  ofthe  house, and  asked  the 
yens  and  nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  to  Mr.  V.  not  to  commence 
this  severe  operation  this  evening;  but  that  the 
house,  by  general  consent,  should  agree  to  meet  at 
eleven  o’clock  to-morrow. 

[Cries  of  “no,  no,”  in  all  parts  of  the  hall.] 

Mr.  Crary  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  (it  be- 
ing now  ten  minutes  to  five). 

Mr.  Andrews,  alluding  to  the  practice  of  some 
gentlemen  to  go  home  to  dinner,  and  then  come 
back  to  protract  the  sessions  of  the  house,  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas:  31, 
nays  64.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  that 
there  be  a call  of  the  house,  the  yeas  and  nays  w ere 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  48,  nays  56. 
So  the  call  was  not  ordered. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  April  18.  On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Garland, 
the  select  committee,  appointed  yesterday  in  rela- 
tion to  the  contracts  for  stationery  was  ordered  to 
consist  of  five  members,  (the  number  having  been 
accidentally  omitted  in  the  resolution).  And  the 
journal  was  amended  accordingly. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour 
was  the  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  Mr. 
Briggs,  from  the  committee  on  public  expenditures, 
proposing  to  abolish  the  said  committee  on  account 
of  its  duties  having  been  assigned  to  other  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  (and  who  is  a member  of  the  said  commit- 
tee), addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  in  reply  to  some  of  the  opposing  argu- 
ments of  Messrs.  Cushing  and  Wise.  Mr.  H.  in- 
sisted that  he  had  heard  nothing  calculated  to 
change  the  opinion  which  he  entertained  in  com- 
mittee when  he  concurred  originally  in  the  resolu- 
tion— namely,  that  the  rule  constituting  this  com- 
mittee had  become  a dead  letter,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  aholished.  Mr.  H.  had  not  concluded  when, 
the  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  speaker  an- 
nounced the  special  order  of  the  day. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Biddle,  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  in  relation  to 
the  Red  river  raft;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  speaker  announced  the.  select  committee  in 
relation  to  stationary  contracts  to  consist  of  the 
following  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Burke,  of  N.  Hamp- 
shire; Briggs,  of  Massachusetts;  Leet,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Wise,  of  Virginia;  Dawson,  of  Georgia. 

The  speuker  laid  before  the  house  certain  depo- 
sitions in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  election; 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Black  presented  a memorial 
from  citizens  of  Savannah,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  a custom  house  at  that  place;  referred 
to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey, 
of  Illinois,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  Ihe  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government 
lor  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Weller,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  committee  in  relation  to  the 
benefits  and  blessings  of  the  sub-treasury . 

Mr.  Everett  raised  the  point  of  order,  whether 
a discussion  on  the  sub-treasury  was  in  order. 

The  chairman  said  he  was  compelled  to  decide, 
allhough  great  latitude  of  debate  had  been  allowed, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Weller)  was 
not  in  order.  / 


Some  discussion  followed,  which  resulted  in 
leave  to  Mr.  Weller  to  proceed.  Mr.  YV.  proceed- 
ed a few  minutes  longer,  when  a parley  was  entered 
upon,  the  object  of  which  was  to  get  the  consent 
of  the  house,  if  possible,  that  the  bill  should  be 
disposed  of  to  day;  but  it  ended,  as  such  proposi- 
tions usually  do,  without  an  agreement.  And  Mr. 
YYr.  pioceedtd  in  his  remarks,  and,  having  conclud- 
ed them,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  spoke  with  great  animation,  chiefly  on 
the  subject  of  banks,  opposing  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  advocating  Ihe  sub-treasuiy  scheme; 
and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  pronounced  a 
very  lofty  eulogium  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn. 

Mr.  Jenifer  inquired  whether  a certain  extract 
w hich  he  read  from  the  report  of  a speech  made  by 
Mr.  Brown  while  canvassing  before  the  people  in 
Mississippi,  was  correct;  in  w hich  he  was  said  to 
have  declared  that,  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  should  to- 
moriow  resolve  to  adandon  the  sub-treasury  scheme 
Mr.  B.  would  no  longer  advocate  it?  and,  also, 
whether  Mr.  B.  had  not  been  the  advocate  of  that 
system — the  issue  of  post  notes — the  practical  re- 
sult of  which  had  almost  ruined  Mississippi? 

Mr.  Brown explained:  admittedthat  he  had  used  the 
words  imputed  to  him,  but  said  that  the  report  was 
garbled,  and  omitted  ol  her  parts  of  his  speech  which 
would  put  a different  aspect  on  the  declaration.  He 
had  only  meant  that  as  he  was  the  very  humblest 
member  of  his  party,  if  those  who  were  its  promi- 
nent leaders  concluded  to  abandon  the  sub-treasury, 
it  would  not  be  for  him  to  assume  on  his  feeble 
shoulders  such  a weight  as  that  of  so  great  and  im- 
portant a measure:  and  he  should,  therefore,  cease 
to  advocate  it  before  the  people. 

As  to  voting  in  favor  of  the  issue  of  post  notes 
when  first  proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, he  had  been  in  tavor  of  it:  but  as  lately  prac- 
tised by  the  banks  in  Mississippi,  he  had  been  the 
leader  of  those  w ho  opposed  the  measure. 

Mr.  J.  quoting  to  him  a vote  as  said  to  be  record- 
ed in  the  journals  of  the  state  legislature,  in  favor 
of  a bill  authorising  the  issue  of  such  notes,  lie 
positively  contradicted  it,  and  said  he  had  never 
given  any  such  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  the 
committee  rose,  and  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  20.  Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  be 
excused  trotn  serving  upon  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  contracts  for  stationery  lor  the  use  of 
the  house,  and,  to  the  great  regret  of  his  friends, 
stated,  as  an  argument  in  support  of  the  request, 
that  he  had  been  forbidden  by  his  physicians  to  en- 
ter into  the  debates  of  the  hall.  He  said  he  had  a 
disease  of  the  throat  which  would  compel  him  to 
be  almost  entirely  silent  during  the  residue  of  the 
session;  besides  which,  he  expected  to  be  absent 
very  soon.  The  question  being  put,  Mr.  Wise 
was  excused. 

Mr.  Dawson,  stating  that  he  was  already  a mem- 
ber of  two  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  house, 
made  a similar  request  to  that  of  Mr.  Wise.  The 
chair  said  that  there  was  a rule  of  the  house  which 
made  it  imperative  upon  him  to  excuse  any  gentle- 
man so  situated  from  serving  on  a third  committee, 
if  he  requested  it.  Mr.  Dawson  was  excused. 

Mr.  Leet  said  that,  if  the  other  gentlemen  who 
had  been  put  with  him  upon  that  committee  should 
begin  this  course,  he  should  feel  bound  to  do  the 
same.  He  did  not,  however,  press  the  request. 

Mr.  Cross,  of  Arkansas,  offered  a resolution  pro- 
posing that  members  charged  with  petitions  might 
hand,  them  in  to  the  clerk’s  table,  endorsing  there- 
on their  own  name  and  the  name  of  the  committee 
to  which  they  desired  the  petitions  should  be  re- 
ferred; provided  that  the  rule  which  excludes  from 
reception  memorials  of  a certain  description  be 
fully  complied  with.  Mr.  Wise  advocated  the  re- 
solution as  going  to  save  time.  Mr.  Lewis  Wil- 
liams opposed  it  as  wholly  irregular  and  inexpe- 
dient. Mr.  Cross  referred  to  precedents  where  a 
similar  rule  had  been  adopted  at  former  congresses. 
The  chair  also  had  a precedent  read.  Mr. Smith, 
of  Maine,  referred  to  another.  Mr.  Cross  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  that  the  resolution  might  be 
received.  On  which  motion  Mr.  Beatty,  of  Penn, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  question  bein°- 
put,  the  yeas  were  95,  the  nays  42.  So  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

Several  gentlemen  inquired  of  the  chair,  if  the 
rule  should  be  adopted,  who  was  to  decide  whether 
a memorial  did  or  did  not  come  within  the  prohibi- 
tion laid  down  by  the  house? 

The  chair  replied  that  that  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerk. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  desired  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  rules  had  been  suspended.  On  which 
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motion  the  ayes  were  51,  the  noes  66.  No  quorum 
having  voted,  the  question  was  again  put,  when 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  negatived:  ayes  52, 
noes  72.  The  question  then  recurring  on  the  reso- 
lution, Mr.  Banks  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adams  claimed  Ihe  floor  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment, observing  that  the  resolution  worked  a very 
important  change  in  the  rules  of  the  house,  espe- 
cially by  empowering  each  member  to  decide, 
instead  of  the  house,  to  what  committee  a memo- 
rial should  be  referred. 

Mr.  Banks  insisted  on  hi3  motion;  when  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  which  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  96,  nays  84.  So  the  resolution  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired:  The  house 
went  again  into  committee  of  Ihe  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Everett  addressed  the  committee  for  a consi- 
derable time  upon  the  bill,  adverting  to  the  change 
in  the  practice  of  the  house  as  to  the  general  de- 
bate on  the  affairs  of  the  union,  which  used  always 
to  take  place  on  a reference  of  the  president’s 
message,  but  was  now  irregularly  indulged  on 
other  bills.  He  laid  the  blame  of  the  discursive 
character  of  the  debate  on  the  administration  side 
of  (he  house,  which  had  first  begun  it,  but  consi- 
dered the  debate,  though  not  strictly  regular,  very 
valuable  and  important.  He  then  went  into  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  and  instituted  a comparison  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  government  in  different 
years. 

Mr.  Keim  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  went  into 
a speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  replied  to  the 
remarks  made  on  a previous  day  by  Mr.  Ogle. 
When  he  concluded — 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Everett , to 
enable  him  to  present  certain  additional  items  in 
the  comparison  of  expenditures.  After  which 

Mr.  Ogle  appealed  to  Mr.  Parmenter  to  yield  the 
floor  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  reply  to  Mr.  Keim. 

Mr.  Parmenter  was  willing,  he  said,  to  yield  the 
floor,  if  lie  could  be  assured  that  the  gentleman 
would  confine  his  remarks  to  a personal  explana- 
tion, and  not  enter  into  any  extended  reply  to  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Keim. 

Mr.  Ogle  said  his  reply  would  cover  the  ground 
of  the  attack,  but  that  he  should  not  go  beyond  it. 

Mr.  Parmenter  (after  some  conversation)  declin- 
ed to  yield,  and  addressed  the  committee  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Everett  and  other  gentlemen,  and  with  a 
view  to  show  the  identity  of  the  present  whig  party 
with  the  Hartford  convention  federalists. 

Mr.  Sa ttonstalt  obtained  the  floor  in  reply;  when 
Mr.  Andrews,  remarking  that  he  had  been  here 
since  10  o’clock  this  morning,  attending  either  in 
committee  room  or  on  the  house,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

On  which  motion  no  quorum  voted. 

And  the  committee  rose,  and  their  chairman  re- 
ported the  fact  to  the  house. 

And  then,  at  something  after  half  past  5 o’clock, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  21.  Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Wise, 
by  general  consent,  made  some  explanations  and 
corrections  in  relation  to  some  remarks  heretofore 
delivered  by  Mr.  Hull,  ol  Vermont,  on  the  subject 
of  the  abolishment  of  the  committee  on  public  ex- 
penditures, as  heretofore  published  in  the  “Globe.” 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  here- 
tofore reported  by  Mr.  Briggs  from  the  committee 
on  public  expenditures,  proposing  to  abolish  the 
said  committee  on  account  ot  its  duties  having  been 
assigned  to  other  committees. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  heretofore  made  in  opposition  by 
Messrs.  Cushing  and  Wise. 

Mr.  Lcet  then  took  the  floor  with  a view,  he  said, 
to  enter  his  protest  against  the  adoption  ot  the  reso- 
lution, and  to  assign  his  reasons  therefor.  Mr.  L. 
had  proceeded  only  some  eight  or  ten  minutes*  when, 
the  hour  of  one  having  arrived — • 

M r.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  called  for  the  special  order 
of  the  day. 

By  general  consent,  a number  of  senate  bills  on 
the  speaker’s  table  were  read  twice  by  their  titles, 
and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

By  consent,  Mr.  Hillen  presented  a memorial, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  tile  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Sultonstall,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  address  the  committee  in  reply  to  re- 


marks made  yesterday  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Par- 
menter). In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  and  amongst 
other  things,  Mr.  S.  commented  on  an  article  which 
appeared  in  the  “Globe”  of  last  evening,  headed 
“federal  tricks;”  and  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Wise 
to  make  certain  explanations  as  to  the  subject-matter 
of  which  that  article  treated.  During  these  expla- 
nations, Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  was  also  two  or 
three  times  on  the  floor  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Sallonstall,  perceiving  that  the  explanations, 
interrogatories,  and  answers  growing  out  of  this 
matter  were  likely  to  be  extended  to  some  consider- 
able length,  had  risen  to  claim  the  floor — 

When,  suddenly  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  chair, 
and  almost  in  the  coi  ner,  Messrs.  Garland,  of  Loui- 
siana, and  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  were  perceiv- 
ed to  be  in  close  and  very  violent  personal  conflict, 
clinching  each  other,  and  interchanging  blows,  y- 

A general  rush  was  made  to  the  spot  from  all 
parts  of  the  hall ; amidst  which  were  heard  loud  and 
repeated  cails  for  the  speaker.  Mr.  Banks,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  others  succeeded  in  interposing  between 
and  separating  Messrs.  Garland  and  Bynum;  the 
committee  rose  informally  and  in  violent  confusion, 
and  Ihe  speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

All  this  occurred  in  much  less  lime  than  is  re- 
quired for  the  narration;  and  in  a few  moments, 
something  like  order  having  been  restored — 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  two  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
Garland  and  Bynum)  be  taken  into  custody  by  the 
sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr.  Morgan  inquired  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  ? 

The  speaker  said  he  had  taken  the  chair  without 
the  committee  having  risen,  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  house  to  order.  Hearing  no  inotion  made, 
and  the  house  refusing,  as  it  seemed,  to  take  any 
order,  he  would  again  give  place  to  the  chairman  of 
the  whole. 

[The  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  was  distinctly  heard  by 
the  reporter  just  at  the  angle,  but  probably  did  not 
reach  the  ear  of  the  speaker,  owing  to  the  noise.] 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  he  was  not  for  permitting  the 
chairman  to  resume  his  seat,  without  expressing  the 
hope  that  the  members  of  the  house  would  'now 
unite  with  him  in  enforcing  order.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
knew  nothing  of  the  commencement  of  this  difficul- 
ty, or  of  the  language  which  passed  between  the  par- 
ties: nor  did  he  intend  to  impute  fault  to  any  one.  He 
felt,  therefore,  perfectly  disinterested  in  calling  upon 
the  members  of  the  house  to  unite  with  him  in  sup- 
pressing these  disorders.  It  was  due  to  ourselves 
— it  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  country.  When 
a disorder  of  this  kind  occurred,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  house,  before  proceeding  to  other  business,  to 
lake  measures  to  prevent  its  recurrence. 

Mr.  Briggs  (who  speaks,  unfortunately,  from  a 
position  where  it  is  impossible  to  bear  more  than 
one  half  of  what  he  says)  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Dromgoole)  would  not  conclude  without  submitting 
a motion. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  ask  the  chair  to  inform  the  house 
what  was  the  parliamentary  course  in  such  mat- 
ters ? 

The  speaker  was  understood  to  say  it  would  be 
parliamentary  to  raise  a committee  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  the  facts.  It  had  also  been  the 
practice  to  put  a specific  motion  to  the  house  itself. 
Heretofore  the  house  had  not  gone  further  than  to 
entertain  a motion  submilted  to  itself,  and  not  to 
send  the  matter  to  acommiltee  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  he  had  been  here  some  years, 
and  that  the  scenes  which  he  witnessed  during  the 
present  session  were  very  different  from  those  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  see  some  years  ago.  He 
regretted  that  such  scenes  should  have  occurred; 
they  had  had  an  effect  on  his  feelings  which  he 
would  not  attempt  to  describe;  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  make  this  remark,  that,  unless  some  steps 
were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a change 
in  the  manner  ofeondneting  business  here,  this  body 
might  as  well  be  dissolved,  and  its  members  return 
to.  their  homes.  The  interests  of  the  nation  required 
it ; it  was  indispensably  necessary;  something  must 
be  done;  and,  unless  a change  could  be  effected,  the 
dissolution  of  the  body  was  inevitable.  The  nation 
would  not  longer  tolerate  such  scenes;  the  govern- 
ment could  not  command  the  respect  of  the  people. 
As  the  speaker  had  intimated  that  it  was  parliamen- 
tary to  raise  a committee  to  investigate  the  facts,  he 
would  submit  a motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  U.  then  submitted  a resolution  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a committee  oi'five.  This  reso- 
lution was  subsequently  modified,  and,  as  adopted, 
will  be  found  below. 

Mr.  Briggs  hoped  there  would  be  a unanimous 
concurrence  in  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Connor  concuried,  he  said,  in  the  propriety 
of  (he  investigation  ; and  whoever  might  be  in  fault, 
let  him  be  held  up  to  the  country.  He  said  a melan- 


choly change  had  taken  place  within  a few  years  in 
the  character  and  feelings  of  this  house.  It  had 
been  obvious,  lor  some  time  past,  to  all  die  members 
of  the  house,  as  well  as  to  visilers  and  strangers  in 
this  city,  that  something  was  requisite  to  be  done  to 
sustain  the  order  and  dignity  ol  this  body.  Those 
who  had  been  members  of  it  formerl)',  well  remem- 
bered what  its  character  was  in  tirae3  gone  by;  and  at 
least  half  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  now  members 
knew  how  sad  a change  had  taken  place  in  the 
course  of  a few  years.  He  believed  he  might  ap- 
peal to  the  speaker,  who  had,  within  no  distant 
lime,  witnessed  scenes  not  precisely  such  as  had 
taken  place  to-day,  but  of  a character  approaching 
to  it.  Those  cases  had  been  crushed — the  piide  of 
the  house  had  been  appealed  to — gentlemen  had 
interposed  for  its  credit — and,  as  he  had  said,  the 
cases  had  been  crushed.  But  now  it  had  come  to 
this  (and  he  meant  nothing  personal  to  any  one) 
that  the  most  disrespectful  language  was  used,  not 
only  in  linder-currents,  but  in  the  house;  indeed, 
he  might  safely  venture  to  say  that  he  had  heard  as 
much  of  vulgarity  and  abuse  as  he  had  ever  heard 
upon  court  greens,  or  at  the  tails  of  a muster  in  the 
district  he  represented.  Order,  morality,  peace — 
all  require  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  ; and  if 
there  were  a majority  of  the  friends  of  order  in  this 
house,  let  them  now  unite  with  him  in  putting  down 
this  fell  spirit,  calculated  as  it  was — and  he  spoke 
it  with  shame — to  ruin  the  character  of  this  house, 
and  to  biing  the  country  into  disrespect  and  obloquy. 
And  might  he  not,  in  this  connexion,  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  the  characterof  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  house  for  ihe  last  ten  or  fifteen  days?— 
What  had  they  been  but  a successive  arraignment 
on  the  one  side,  and  defence  on  the  other,  of  the 
high  offices  of  the  government,  who  had  been  de- 
nounced as  scoundrels,  and  every  thing  else  that 
was  had  ? Such  might  be  the  fact — he  was  not  here 
to  vindicate  those  officers.  He  stood  there  as  the 
friend  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  then  alluded  to  the  several  cases  of  breach 
of  privilege  which  had  occurred  in  former  years, 
and  concluded  by  saying  that  he  insisted  upon  it, 
as  had  been  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Underwood),  that,  if  a stop  was  not 
put  to  such  proceedings,  they  iiad  better  adjourn 
and  go  home  to  their  constituents,  and  tell  them 
that  they  could  not  do  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try— that  party  (or  a worse)  spirit  had  seized  upon 
the  representatives  of  the  people — which  amounted 
to  a denial  of  the  transaction  of  their  business,  and 
to  an  entire  banishment  of  law  or  order  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Bunks,  of  Virginia,  confessed  he  rose  under 
the  influence  of  feelings  which  probably  he  had 
never  before  experienced.  He  had  been  raised  in 
that  school  which  taught  him  to  look  upon  order 
and  decorum  as  essential  to  the  dignity  of  those 
who  sent  them  there.  He  had  witnessed  with  pain 
and  mortification  the  course  of  proceeding  here. — 
He  had  seen  with  pain  the  arraignment  of  the 
officers  of  the  government  at  the  bar  of  this  house 
— he  had  seen  with  pain  private  character  rip- 
ped up  here  and  exposed  to  public  gaze.  The 
ebullitions  of  feeling  which  had  been  manifested 
here,  and  which  protracted  this  session  to  the  pre- 
sent period  without  any  business  for  tile  people 
having  been  transacted,  should  now  be  arrested, 
and  a course  should  be  pursued  which  would  put 
an  end  tosuch  scenes.  He  hoped  no  member  would 
object  to  the  proposed  inquiry. — He  had  happen- 
ed unfortunately  to  be  near  the  combatants,  and 
he  had  interposed  his  feeble  aid  to  arrest  them. — 
He  would  say  nothing  now  which  would  give 
rise  to  debate,  allhough  he  had  heard  the  remarks 
on  both  sides  before  the  parties  came  in  colli- 
sion. He  had  risen  tnferely  for  the  purpose  of 
appealing  to  all  parties  to  maintain  the  dignity  and 
decorum  of  this  body;  it  was  a duty  which  they 
owed,  if  not  to  themselves,  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  trusted  that,  without  further 
debate,  the  house  would  act,  and  that  a committee 
would  be  raised  to  ascertain  and  report  on  the  fact 
who  was  at  fault  in  bringing  about  this  most  dis- 
graceful scene  ; and  he  pledged  himself  that,  where- 
ver the  blame  might  fall,  he,  for  one,  was  prepared 
to  take  that  course  which  would  sustain  the  digni- 
ty of  the  house,  and  the  character  of  the  American 
people. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  presented  his  resolution, 
modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  facts  relative  to  the  disorder  and  per- 
sonal violence  which  has  just  taken  place  between  two 
of  its  members,  to  wit:  Rice  Garland  and  Jesse  A.  By- 
num, and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  that  said  committee  report 
with  all  practicable  despatch  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Briggs  (who  could  scarcely  be  heard)  was 
understood  to  say  that  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
had  reached  a point  now  at  which  a pause  must  be 
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made.  This  discourteous  language,  this  personal 
abuse,  this  vulgarity  of  expression,  which,  as  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Connor)  had 
intimated,  could  not  be  surpassed  at  the  corners  of 
the  highways,  had  led  to  an  act  of  personal  violence 
in  the  lace  of  the  house  and  the  country.  He  knew 
that  members  of  the  house,  on  both  sides,  had  felt 
recently  the  state  of  degradation  which  it  had  at- 
tained, and  (hat  they  were  desirous  to  arrest  the 
evil.  But  they  had  paused  too  long.  He  called 
on  the  members  of  the  house  of  all  parties  now  to 
unite,  mind  to  mind  and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  to 
raise  the  prostrate  dignity  of  the  house  from  the 
depths  into  which  it  had  fallen — to  that  proud  po- 
sition which  it  once  held.  It  could  be  done — it 
must  be  done — or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Underwood)  had  observed,  they  must  cease 
to  be  a house  of  representatives.  Decorum,  order 
of  debate,  personal  civility,  (at  least),  must  attend 
their  proceedings,  or  they  could  not  much  longer 
exist  as  a house.  Of  the  aflair  itself  he  knew  no- 
thing, and  would  know  nothing  until  it  should 
have  been  fairly  investigated;  when  he  would  do 
his  duty,  let  the  consequences  fall  where  they 
might. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  was  understood  to 
say  that,  as  a young  man  and  a new  member,  he 
had  Sat  here  from  day  to  day,  and  felt  humbled  at 
the  course  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Briggs),  that  a pause  ought  now  to  be  made. 
But  believing  that,  at  the  present  stage  of  the  mat- 
ter, debate  might  be  in  the  way  of  proper  investi- 
gation, he  had  risen  simply  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  the  house  would  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  and  that  there  should  be  no  further 
discussion  at  present. 

[Here  cries  were  heard  from  all  sides  of  “move 
the  previous  question.”] 

Mr.  Andrews  said  that,  as  such  seemed  to  be  the 
sense  of  the  house,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question, 

And  there  was  a second.  And  the  main  ques- 
tion (being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution)  was 
ordered  to  be  now  taken,  and,  being  taken — 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  speaker  announced  the  committee  to  consist 
of  the  following  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Underwood, 
of  Kentucky;  Butler,  of  Kentucky;  Briggs,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; Clifford,  of  Maine;  and  Cooper  of 
Georgia.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  said 
committee  had  liberty  to  sit  during  the  session  of 
the  house- 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Casey,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  general  appropriation  bill.  When  Mr. 
Salionstall,  resumed  and  concluded  his  speech. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  addressed  the  house  on 
the  bill  in  a speech  which  he  said  was  intended  as 
a reply  to  that  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Reynolds)  on 
a former  day:  as  the  latter  had  been  obviously  in- 
tended for  the  meridian  of  Illinois,  and  was  design- 
ed to  exculpate  the  president  and  his  friends  from 
the  charge  of  having  opposed  the  appropriation  for 
the  Cumberland  road:  the  present  speech  was  di- 
rected to  the  purpose  of  fixing  on  them  the  respon- 
sibility of  that  opposition,  from  the  known  opinions 
and  former  votes  of  Mr.  Van  Biiren  in  opposition 
to  the  road;  from  his  omission  to  send  any  estimates 
for  it  among  those  which  he  considered,  according 
to  his  message,  as  required  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  country,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  house,  con- 
sisting of  a majority  of  his  friends,  had  voted  down 
the  amendment  containing  a provision  for  the  road. 

Mr.  Jameson,  of  Missouri,  obtained  the  floor — 
When  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise:  the  vote  being  taken,  the  ayes 
were  53,  the  noes  65. 

No  quorum  having  voted,  Mr.  Jones  demanded 
tellers;  when  the  ayes  proved  to  be  69,  the  noes  57. 
So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committee  there- 
upon rose. 

It  was  now  near  6 o’clock:  and  Mr.  Davies,  of 
Pennsylvania,  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  55,  nays  87.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  go  again  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union:  on  which 
motion  Mr.  Andrews  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
which  were  ordered:  when  Mr.  A.  withdrew  his 
call.  And  the  vote  stood  ayes  75,  noes  48.  So 
the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  returned  to 
committee,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  again  in  the 
chair). 

Mr.  Jameson,  of  Missouri,  then  went  into  a speech 
at  large,  in  which  he  discussed  the  merits  of  gene- 
ral  Har  rison  as  a candidate  for  the  presidency, 
arguing  to  show  that  he  was  an  abolitionist;  that 
he  never  had  gained  a victory;  had  been  but  in  one 


battle,  and  that  the  credit  of  that  was  due  to  colo- 
nel Johnson;  that  he  concealed  his  sentiments  from 
the  people,  and  put  his  conscience  in  the  keeping 
of  a committee,  &c. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  wished  to  amend  the 
bill.  The  chair  inquired  whether  his  amendment 
was  to  the  section  now  before  the  committee?  Mr. 
D.  replied  that  it  was  not,  but  wished  it  read  lor 
information.  It  was  read  accordingly:  and  after 
proposing  to  strike  out  several  items  in  the  bill,  it 
went  on  to  attach  to  the  end  a section  curtailing  all 
salaries  by  a pro  rata  reduction — made  conditional 
on  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Davis  had  commenced  a speech  on  the  bill, 
and  proceeded  a short  time,  when  he  yielded  the 
floor,  for  the  purpose  of  a personal  explanation,  to 
Mr.  Ogle,  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  adverting  to  the 
remarks  of  his  colleague  ("Mr.  Keim)  the  other  day, 
intimated  his  intention  to  notice  them  shortly;  but 
first  wished  to  add  a few  items  to  the  former  list 
given  by  him  of  lavish  expenditures  for  the  furni- 
ture and  accommodations  of  the  president’s  mansion. 

Mr.  Ogle  read  some  of  these,  when  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  made  a question  of  order  as  to  his  right  to 
proceed;  was  this  a personal  explanation?  Mr. 
Ogle  contended  that  it  was,  inasmuch  as  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Keim)  had  made  a question  of  vera- 
city with  him,  and  he  wished  now  to  substantiate 
what  he  had  said.  The  president  had  expended 
upwards  of  $1,900  in  articles  of  the  kind  he  had 
cited,  and  without  the  shadow  of  law.  He  pro- 
ceeded some  time  longer,  when  Mr.  Chapman  and 
Mr.  Smith  pressed  the  point  of  order,  and  asked 
the  chair  to  decide  whether  these  remarks  were  a 
personal  explanation;  and,  if  not,  inquired  whether 
Mr.  Davis,  who  had  yielded  the  floor  for  a personal 
explanation  only,  w'ould  be  entitled  to  resume  it 
when  the  gentleman  should  take  his  seat?  The 
chair  decided  in  the  negative.  After  a desultory 
conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  Dromgoole,  Smith, 
Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  Leet  and  Ogle  took  part — 
Mr.  Ogle  said  he  w’ould  not  insist  on  proceeding  at 
present,  but  reserve  bis  broadside  for  a future  oc- 
casion. Mr.  Rariden  moved  that  the  committee 
rise.  It  was  now  very  near  ten  o’clock.  Tellers 
were  demanded;  the  ayes  were  44,  the  noes  74. 

No  quorum  having  voted,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house.  Mr.  Cooper, 
of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  ami 
nays  were  demanded;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  50,  nays  80.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjourn.  Mr.  Ogle  now  rose  to  explain.  He  had 
been  in  error  in  saying  that  the  expenditure  of 
$1,900  had  been  without  law;  his  attention  had 
since  been  called  to  the  appropriation  of  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  $20,000,  not  noticed  in  his  former 
list;  this  made  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the 
furniture,  &c.  of  the  president’s  house  $68,000,  in- 
stead of  $48,000,  as  he  had  before  stated  it  to  be. 
This  only  made  matters  worse,  rather  than  better. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  then  resumed  the  floor, 
and  spoke  with  great  animation  for  some  time, 
when  he  yielded  for  a motion  to  rise. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  that-  the  committee  rise;  it 
rose  accordingly. 

And  then  the  house,  at  half  past  ten  o’clock,  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  April  22.  The  house  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  heretofore  moved 
by  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  public  expenditures,  todischarge  that 
committee  from  the  subject,  &.c. 

Mr.  Leet,  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed  and  conclud- 
ed his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  had  risen;  when  Mr.  Morris,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Adams 
wished  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  allow  him 
to  add  a few  remarks  to  those  of  Mr.  Leet,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question.  Mr.  Morris  said  that  if 
Mr.  A.  would  promise  to  renew  the  motion  when 
he  should  have  concluded  his  remarks,  he  would  do 
so;  otherwise,  not.  Mr.  Adams  expressed  reluc- 
tance to  make  the  promise;  and  Mr.  Morris  insisted 
on  his  motion. 

The  question  on  seconding  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  being  put,  the  ayes  were  59  the  noes 
62.  No  quorum  voting.  The  chair  observed  that 
there  was  certainly  a quorum  present  in  the  house. 
Mr.  Adams  said,  as  a quorum  was  present,  and  a 
plurality  had  voted  against  seconding  the  call,  he 
took  it  for  granted  he  might  proceed.  He  then 
went  into  a series  of  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution,  and  in  favor  of  continuing  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  on  public  expenditures,  and 
requiring  them,  at  least,  to  go  into  a thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  annual  report  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  union:  if  they  had  always  done 
this,  it  would  have  saved  millions  to  the  govern- 
ment, and,  if  done  now,  it  might  still  have  that 
effect  to  a great  extent.  Before  Mr.  A.  had  con- 
cluded, the  morning  hour  expired,  and  the  sub- 


ject lies  over  till  to-morrow;  Mr.  A.  havin"  the 
floor. 

The  speaker,  by  consent,  laid  before  the  house 
additional  testimony  in  the  New  Jersey  case,  w hich 
w as  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections. 

He  also  laid  before  the  house  sundry  bills  from 
the  senate,  which  were  read  and  referred.  Among 
them  was  one  on  the  subject  of  pre  emptiou  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands,  which,  Mr.  While,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  with  instructions  to  engraft  on  the  bill  a 
clause  providing  for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  and  also  for  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  among  the  several  states  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  of  representation.  He  made  some 
remarks  in  favor  of  this  motion,  stating  his  belief 
that  the  committee  could  digest  a plan  which  would 
meet  the  general  assent;  promising  that  there  should 
be  no  delay,  but  that,  by  Saturday  next,  the  com- 
mittee would  return  the  bill  to  the  house — disclaim- 
ing all  opposition  to  the  principle  of  pre-emption, 
for  w hich  he  had,  in  former  sessions,  repeatedly 
voted. 

Mr.  Chinn  wished  him  to  yield  the  floor,  (hat  he 
might  address  some  inquiry  to  the  chair.  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin  had  risen  meanw  hile,  and  now  claimed  the 
floor.  There  w as  /some  little  confusion,  and  the 
motion  of  Mr.  White  was  laid  over. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  went 
once  more  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  appro- 
priation bill.  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor,  and  resumed  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks on  the  bill,  and  especially  on  the  compara- 
tive expenditures  of  the  present  and  iormer  admi- 
nistrations, and  of  the  professions  of  economy  and 
reform  w ith  which  the  administration  party  came 
into  power,  and  fulfilment  of  those  promises  by 
more  than  doubling  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  considerable  length 
by  Mr.  Reed,  and  after  he  had  concluded,  the  chair- 
man gave  the  floor  to  Mr  Hopkins,  but  that  gentle- 
man yielded.it  tor  the  moment  to  Air.  Duncan  who 
was  understood  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to 
publish  an  expose  contradicting  the  accuracy  ofthe 
statement  which  had  been  sent  into  Virginia  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditures  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. He  said  this  to  prevent  the  inference  being 
drawn  from  remarks  made  yesterday,  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  document  would  not  be  disputed. 
Gentlemen  had  been  called  upon  to  dispute  it  if 
they  dare;  he  dared  dispute  it,  and  he  would  do  so. 

Air.  Morgan  inquired  of  Mr.  Duncan  whether  he 
denied  that  the  statement  was  a correct  copy  of  the 
document  referred  to,  so  far  as  related  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  government? 

Mr.  Duncan  said  he  diu  not  deny  that  it  was  a 
correct  copy  so  far  as  it  went,  but  that  it  did  not 
give  the  w’hole. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, who,  amongst  other  things,  went  into  an  exa- 
mination of  the  poli'ical  character  of  general  Har- 
rison. Mr.  H.  concluded  his  remarks  at  half  past 
six  o’clock. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  then  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  it  for  a moment  to  Mr.  Proffit, 
who  desired  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Hopkins  whether  that 
gentleman  had  not  stated  that  if  general  Scott  had 
been  nominated  for  the  presidency  bv  the  Harris- 
burg convention,  he  (Mr.  H.)  would  have  voted 
for  him? 

Mr.  Hopkins  said  he  never  remembered  to  have 
made  such  a remark.  He  would  say.  however,  that 
he  had  always  entertained  the  greatest  personal  re- 
spect tor  general  Scott,  and  that  ofthe  three  gen- 
tlemen whose  names  were  before  the  Harrisburg 
convention,  that  officer  was  his  most  decided 
choice,  and  that,  had  he  agreed  with  him  (Mr.  H.) 
in  his  interpretation  of  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  be  would  have  voted  for  him. 

Mr.  Andrews  having  resumed  the  floor,  Mr.  Cor- 
win, of  Ohio,  appealed  to  him  to  yield  it  to  allow 
him  (Mr.  C.)  to  make  a personal  explanation.  Mr. 
A.  having  assented,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  reply  to  a 
remark  made  by  .Mr.  Hopkins,  in  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  designated  the  statement  (which  has  of 
late  become  of  so  much  interest)  in  relation  to  the 
expenditures  of  the  general  government  as  “a  cry- 
ing injustice” to  the  president  ofthe  United  States; 
and  was  led  off',  little  by  little,  into  some  very  ex- 
tended remarks  in  relation  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
general  Harrison,  which  rivetted  the  attention  of 
the  committee  until  half  past  eight  o’clock. 

Mr.  Andrews  then  again  claimed  the  floor,  but  the 
chair-  decided  he  had  lost  his  right  to  it — having 
yielded  it,  as  the  chair  understood,  unconditionally. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  progress. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
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Am  cannon.  It  will  be  recollected  by  those  who 
read  the  English  newspapers,  that  a short  time  ago, 
they  mentioned  with  high  approval,  a newly  invented 
air  cannon,  which  by  a simple  mechanical  motion, 
provides  air,  rarifies  it,  loads  itself  at  the  britch,  and  pro- 
pels 18  to  20  balls  per  minute,  with  a greater  velocity 
than  powder.  We  are  informed  that  the  inventor,  W. 
F.  Wilkins,  of  Hull,  England,  is  nowin  this  city,  from 
which  he  intends  shortly  to  sail  for  Grand  Cairo,  in 
Egypt.  The  invention  has  been  presented  to  the  pacha 
and  approved.  IN.  F.  Gaz. 

Associations.  The  charitable  institutions  in  England 
are  said  to  amount  to  5.627;  and  the  friendly  societies 
to  5 756;  and  £i, 600, 000,  are  collected  in  rates  annually 
for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Avalanche.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst.  a large 
tract  of  land  of  several  hundred  acres,  near  Three  Ri- 
vers, Lower  Canada,  slid  off  into  the  river.  There  were 
upon  it  two  houses,  several  barns,  40  horses,  cows  and 
otherdomestic  animals,  and  500  fine  sugar  maple  trees. 
The  land  went  off  gradually,  and  the  inhabitants,  in- 
cluding the  men  employed  in  making  sugar,  who  took 
the  alarm  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  trees  moving,  made 
their  escape. 

Breadstuffs  in  the  west.  The  Pittsburg  Advo- 
cate of  Thursday  says  that  the  sales  of  flour  there 
have  been  small,  at  $2  62  a $2  75.  Wheat  40  cents. 

Col.  Crockett.  The  Boston  Traveller  has  been  in- 
formed that  the  son  of  col.  Crockett,  (a  member  of 
congress  from  Tennessee),  has  received  information 
inducing  him  to  believe  that  the  report  in  relation  to  his 
father  being  in  one  of  the  mines  of  Mexico,  is  correct. 
Steps  will  be  immediately  taken  to  ascertain  its  truth, 
and  procure  his  liberation. 

Cotton.  New  York  market  17th  inst.  The  sales  of 
cotton  are  large  to-day,  though  owing  to  one  large  sale 
of  1,000  bales.  The  other  sales  amount  to  700  bales — 
prices  are  a shade  lower  than  they  were  two  weeks  ago. 

Death  of  governor  Noble.  The  Charleston  Cou- 
rier, in  announcing  the  death  of  governor  Noble,  the 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  says; 

“We  announce,  v/.bh  unfeigned  regret,  the  unex- 
pected and  melanc.  ■ intelligence  that  our  state  has 
sustained  a ty“at  loss  in  the  death  of  his  excellency, 
Patrick  Noble  lur  late  excellent  and  popular  governor. 
This  mournful  event  took  place  at  governor  Noble’s 
residence,  in  Abbeville  district,  on  the  7th  instant, 
dropsy  in  the  chest  being,  we  understand,  the  disease 
of  which  he  died.  Governor  Noble  was  a lawyer  by 
profession,  and  was  long  a prominent  member  of  our 
stale  legislature.  In  December,  1813,  he  succeeded  to 
the  chair  of  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  transfer  of  general  Hayne,  from  the  speaker’s  chair, 
to  the  office  ol  attorney  general  of  the  state.  Governor 
Noble  filled  the  office  of  speaker,  by  repeated  re-elec- 
tions, until  December  1323,  when,  for  an  interval,  be 
left  the  hall  of  legislation  for  a private  station.  In  No- 
vember, 1333,  having  resumed  his  place  in  the  legisla- 
ture, he  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  house,  on  the 
vacation  of  the  chair  by  the  election  of  the  honorable 
Henry  L Pinckney  to  congress,  and  held  it  also  tor 
the  succeeding  term.  In  1836,  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  senate,  and  on  the  first  day  of  his  first  appear- 
ance in  that  body,  was  chosen  its  president;  the  hon. 
Henry  Deas,  his  predecessor  in  that  office,  having  de- 
clined a re-election  to  the  legislature.  In  December, 
1S35,  he  was  elected  governor  of  the  state,  (succeeding 
governor  Butler),  wi.h  the  general  concurrence  of  all 
panies,  and  held  the  office  at  the  time  of  his  death. — 
Governor  Noble  was  a man  of  amiable  and  irreproach- 
able character,  sound  judgment  and  high  intelligence, 
and  filled  the  executive  office  with  grace  and  dignity. 
We  believe  that  he  was  without  an  enemy,  and  his 
loss  will  be  alike  felt  in  the  private  circle  and  the  pub- 
lic council.  He  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only  in 
about  the  50, h year  of  his  age,  when  cut  short  in  his 
career  of  usefulness  and  honor. 

This  is  but  the  second  time,  we  are  aware  of  in  our 
history,  that,  the  chief  executive  magistracy  of  the  state 
has  been  vacated  by  death  or  any  other  cause,  save  the 
regular  expiration  of  the  official  term.  It  happened  once 
before  on  ihe  death  of  gov.  Edward  Rutledge,  in  1803, 
when  the  hon.  John  Drayton,  afterwards  twice  elected 
governor,  and  then  appointed  U.  S.  judge  for  the  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina,  succeeded  to  the  vacant  office. 

On  the  present  occasion,  the  mantle  of  the  executive 
office  falls,  under  the  provision  of  our  state  constitution, 
on  the  lieutenant  governor,  Dr.  B.  K.  Henegan,  ol 
Marlborough,  long  known  as  an  esteemed  senator  from 
that  district,  and  who  was  elected  lieutenant  governor, 
at  the  same  time  when  governor  Noble  was  chosen 
governor.’’ 

The  following  is  the  clause  of  the  constitutiort,  by 
virtue  of  which  governor  Henegan  assumes  the  execu- 
tive chair : 

‘•11.  Sec.  5.  In  case  of  thp  impeachment  of  the  go- 
vernor or  his  removal  from  office,  death,  resignation,  or 
absence  from  the  slate,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall 
succeed  to  his  office.  And  in  case  of  the  impeachment 
of  the  lieut  governor,  or  his.  removal  from  office,  death, 
resignation  or  absence  from  the  state,  the  president  ot 
the  senate  shall  succeed  to  his  office,  until  a nomination 
to  those  offices  respectively  shall  be,  made  by  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
time  for  which  the  officer  so  impeached,  removed  from 
office,  dying,  resignation  or  being  absent,  was  elected.’’ 


Election.  Col.  James  Gadsden  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail  road 
company,  in  place  V.  W.  Bee,  resigned. 

Erie  canal  tonnage.  The  tonnage  moving  on  the 
Erie  canal  during  the  year  1839,  by  a late  report  of  the 
state  officers,  amounted  to  845,167  tons.  Ol  this  quan- 
tity 232,244  tons  came  on  to  the  canal  west  of  Monte- 
zuma intermediate  to  Buffalo,  and  from  beyond  our 
own  state.  The  Oswega  canal  yielded  221,014  tons; 
the  Cayuga  and  Seneca,  25,300;  Chemung,  36,089; 
Crooked  Lake,  26,823 ; Chenango,  16,923 — all  entering 
the  Erie  canal  east  of  Montezuma. 

The  product  of  the  forest,  in  lumber,  timber,  &c. 
floated  on  the  Erie  canal,  amounted  to  437,736  tons. — 
From  agriculture,  in  breadstuffs,  the  tonnage  was 
124,683 ; being  less  than  the  average  tonnage  in  these 
articles  for  the  last  six  years.  The  forest  is  decreasing, 
whilst  it  is  certain  that  agriculture,  manufactures  and 
other  articles,  will  not  supply  the  deficiency  for  a long 
period  of  time. 

That  the  capacity  of  the  Erie  canal,  in  its  present 
state , even  with  single  locks,  is  adequate  to  the  trans- 
portation of  all  the  products  of  the  forest,  agriculture, 
&c.  is  proved  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  canal  fund,  in  assembly  document  No.  63.  It  is 
stated  page  12,  that  the  tonnage  lias  decreased  from 
753  191  tons,  coming  to  tidewaters  in  1835,  to  602, 12S 
tons  in  1839 — afallingoff  of  151,052  tons.  Further,  the 
lockages,  at  the  most  crowded  point,  (Alexander’s  lock, 
three  miles  east  of  Schenectady),  has  decreased  during 
the  last  six  years  from  25,798  to  24,234 — to  1,564  lock- 
ages. It  is  stated  that  242  lockages  have  taken  place 
on  one  day,  without  full  employment  to  the  canals,  viz: 
177  lockages  east,  and  65  west.  This  would  give  at  the 
same  rate,  for  the  last  season  of  navigation,  51,186 
lockages,  instead  of  24,234 — in  other  words,  it  is  a true 
indication  of  the  capacity  of  the  canal. 

Exchange,  at  New  York  17rli  inst.  Bills  on  London 
7 1-2  to  8;  bills  on  Paris  5f.  27  l-2c.  Domestic  Ex- 
change— Philadelphia  5 1-2;  Baltimore  51-4;  Richmond 

6 l-4u6  1-2;  Charleston  3 3-4a4;  Augusta  10;  Macon 
11  ; Savannah  7 l-2a8  1-2;  Mobile  8 l-2a9;  N.  Orleans 

7 l-2a8  1-2. 

Fires.  At  Charleston,  S.  C.  on  the  16th,  the  block 
of  buildings,  called  Victoria  Range,  west  side  of  King 
street  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Loss  of  Messrs  Butler  & 
Jones,  $9,000;  Lambert  & Brother,  $18,000;  O.  M.  Ro- 
berts & Co.  .$7,000;  Mr.  Oats,  $2,000. 

Fire  in  Mobile.  On  the  night  of  the  31st  ult.  a fire 
broke  out  in  a new  brick  building,  owned  by  Mr.  Wil- 
kins, on  St.  Francis  street,  Mobile  which  communicat- 
ed io  a row  of  buildings  adjoining,  which  were  all  de- 
stroyed. The  building  on  the  corner  of  Water  street, 
and  two  or  three  south  of  it,  were  much  damaged.  The 
carriage  warehouse  of  Mr.  Howell,  and  the  warehouse 
of  W.  &,  E.  Smith,  in  rear  of  ir,  as  well  as  the  drug 
store  of  Woodruff  & Watkins,  were  entirely  consum- 
ed. We  have  no  other  particulars;  but  the  Mobile 
Chronicle  of  the  1st  inst.  says,  a large  amount  of  pro- 
perty has  been  sacrificed. 

Fire  in  Rome.  The  destruction  occasioned  by  the 
late  fire  at  the  Roman  college,  in  Rome,  was  much 
more  extensive  than  at  first  supposed.  Three  hundred 
and  seventy  manuscripts  were  burnt.  Among  these  were 
27  Arabric,  43  Persian,  9 Armenian  and  a large  collec- 
tion of  Hindoo  and  Chinese  dramas,  all  of  which  were 
unpublished;  and  of  which,  it  is  believed,  there  are  no 
copies  existing  in  Europe.  The  number  of  printed 
books  lost  in  the  flames  has  not  been  ascertained,  but 
about  1,500  volumes  of  the  earliest  era  of  printing  are 
gone;  and  the  invaluable  collection  of  Greek  and  Latin 
classics,  bequeathed  to  the  college  by  the  great  philo- 
logist, Muretus,  who  died  in  1585,  with  whose  auto- 
graphical  notes  most  of  the  margins  of  their  pages  are 
enriched.  [ N . F.  Star. 

Fisheries.  The  “first  salmon”  caught  in  the  Ken- 
nebec this  year  was  sold  in  Boston  on  Friday  last  for 
forty-two  dollars.  It  weighed  18  pounds. 

Flour.  Inspections  at  Philadelphia  the  three  months 
ending  31st  March,  163,337  barrels  wheat,  13,332  rye. 
Prices  at  New  York  range  fronV$5  12  1-2  to  $5  37  1-2 
according  to  quality.  TheJournalof  Commerce  says: 
“The  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  are  to  be  open  for 
navigation  on  Monday  next.  There  are  great  quanti- 
ties of  flour  and  wheat  to  come  down,  and  the  sooner 
some  of  it  gels  here,  the  better,  for  the  stock  on  hand  is 
extremely  small.  A dealer  observed  to  us  a day  or 
two  since,  that  he  had  not  known  the  market  so  bare 
of  flour  for  fifteen  years.” 

The  Halifax,  N.  S . Haligonian,  of  the  7th  inst.  says: 
“A  larger  quanty  of  flour  has  ‘co;ne  into  this  market 
during  the  last  month,  than  we  ever  remember  during 
the  same  period  before.  The  rumor  of  a border  dis- 
turbance, on  Saturday,  caused  large  lots  to  change 
hands,  without,  however,  affecting  the  prices.  We 
understand  that  largo  quantities  are  still  expected, 
which  will  render  the  article  almost  a drug  in  the  mar- 
ket.” 

Mr.  Forrest,  the  distinguished  American  actor,  in 
return  for  a well  merited  compliment  paid  him  by  the 
“Forrest  Fire  Engine  company,”  has  made  the  com- 
pany a handsome  donation  of  books,  enclosed  in  an 
elegant  book  case,  as  a nucleus  for  an  extensive  libra- 
ry, which  he  recommends  them  to  form.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent move.  f.V.  F.  Star. 

Franking.  Under,  the  penny  postage  system  in 
England,  franking  is  wholly  abolished,  much  to  the 


grief  of  certain  peers  and  M.  P’s.  The  prime  minis- 
ter himself  can  neither  send  nor  receive  a free  letter. 

Grain  crops.  The  Germantown  (Pennsylvania) 
Telegraph  of  the  21sc  instant,  says:  “The  appearance 
of  the  crops  of  winter  grain,  in  this  neighborhood  was 
never  more  flattering  at  this  period  than  they  are,  at 
the  present  time.  C.  S.  Smith,  residing  in  this  vicinity, 
handed  us  a stalk  of  rye,  on  Wednesday  last,  mea- 
suring nearly  two  feet  and  a half,  in  full  head!  The 
first  of  May  has  generally  been  considered  an  early 
period  for  grain  to  head. 

Iron  tiller  ropes.  It  is  stated  that  wire  ropes  for 
steering  are  now  used  on  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
steamboats.  It  is  only  about  eighteen  months  since 
they  were  first  used. 

Military.  In  reference  to  the  present  resources  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  view  of  a hostile  termination  of 
the  present  controversy,  it  is  stated  that  besides  400,000 
arms  that  have  been  distributed  by  the  general  govern- 
ment to  the  respective  states,  there  are  now  in  the  arse- 
nals 600,000  muskets  ready  for  use,  and  of  heavy  can- 
non 3,000  pieces.  Supplies  of  balls  and  all  kinds  of 
projectiles  are  abundant.  There  is  a sufficient  store 
of  materials  to  manufacture  5,000  pistols  and  swords 
per  momh.  The  amount  of  gunpowder  on  band  is 
stated  at  12,000  barrels,  with  materials  for  4,000  more. 

Nativity  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States.  Of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  members  ol  the  house,  the  follow- 
ing states  give  birth  to  the  number  set  opposite  each  in 
the  table  subjoined: 

Pennsylvania,  37 

Virginia,  34 

Massachusetts,  25 

New  York,  21 

Connecticut,  18 

North  Carolina,  17 

South  Carolina,  12 

Kentucky,  12 

Maryland,  11 

Tennessee,  11 


Georgia, 

Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Delaware, 

Ohio, 

Louisiana, 

Rhode  Island, 
Ireland, 

England, 


7 
5 
3 
5 
3 

3 
2 
1 

4 
1 

Eight  of  the  U.  States  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  of 
giving  birth  to  a member  of  congress.  [Madisonian. 

Omo  river.  Eight  feet  water  at  Louisville  on  the 
15th— -seven  feet  at  Pittsburg  on  the  16th — and  eight 
feet  (falling)  at  Wheeling  on  the  17th. 

Pennsylvania  bituminous  coal.  Supplies  of  this 
coal,  the  quality  of  which  is  said  to  be  very  superior,  are 
expected  in  this  market  in  a few  days  by  the  tide 
waler  canal.  This  is  a new  item  of  trade  here,  and 
will,  we  have  no  doubt,  become  a very  important  one. 

[Rah.  Amer. 

Progress  of  rail  roads.  From  Albany  west,  the 


Albany  to  Schenectady, 

16 

Udca  to  Schenectady, 

78 

Utica  to  Syracuse, 

53 

Syracuse  to  Auburn, 

26 

Rochester  to  Batavia, 

32 
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From  Auburn  to  Rochester  7S;  Batavia  to  Buffalo 
34,  are  commenced.  Thus  will  the  whole  distance  from 
Boston  to  Buffalo,  (500  miles),  very  soon  be  finished. 

Wm.  M.  Price.  Mr.  Price'bas  written  aletter, dated 
Paris,  March  23d,  lo  Messrs.  Edward  Curtis  and  Aaron 
Vanderpoel,  members  of  congress  from  this  state,  re- 
questing them  to  procure  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee of  congress  furdier  to  investigate  during  the  re- 
cess, the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been  committed  on  the 
public  revenue  at  tins  place.  Mr.  Price  solemnly  avers 
that  lie  was  never  connected  with  Mr.  Svvartwout  in 
the  preparation  of  a dishonorable  act.  He  still  asserls 
that  if  be  is  credited  by  government  with  large  sums, 
which  lie  says  are  unquestionably  his  due,  the  govern- 
ment would  be  found  indebted  to  him.  Mr.  P.  says  it 
is  Ills  intention  to  return  home  in  the  course  of  the  en- 
suing month,  when  he  will  be  ready  to  answer  unreserv- 
edly any  interrogatories  which  any  commitee  of  con- 
gress may  think  proper  to  propose.  [TV.  F.  Amer. 

Specie  and  mulberry  trees.  The  barque  Ann 
Louisa,  at  N.  York  from  Rio  Janeiro  brought  $50,000 
in  specie,  and  as  part  ol  i lie  balance  of  her  lading 
30,000  mulberry  trees,  and  19,200  cuttings  do. 

Steamboat.  The  steamboat  Commerce  was  burnt 
at  Cincinnati,  on  the  13th,  while  hauled  up  in  the  yard 
for  repairs. 

Steam  engines.  The  steam  engines  of  England  are 
computed  to  perform  labor  equal  to  7,480,000  men;  and 
by  operating  on  machinery,  equal  to  100,000,000  men. 

Yankee  entertrize-  Half  way  between  Cairo  and 
Suez,  in  Egypt,  there  is  a hotel  kept  by  a Yankee, 
which  is  a great  place  of  resort  for  all  travellers  who  are 
hunting  antiquities,  or  bound  down  the  Red  Sea.  They 
go  to  the  right  place  for  notions — we  guess  there  ain’t 
many  things,  from  the  wheels  of  Pharoah’s  wagon  to 
the  torn  skirt  of  Joseph’s  garment,  that  he  couldn’t  find, 
“if  he  sould  set  out  to.’’  [ Boston  Post. 

Wool.  The  number  of  sheep  in  the  United  States 
is  estimated  by  a writer  at  15  000,000.  Allowing  the  es- 
tima’e  at  three  pounds  per  head,  the  clip  oflS39  would 
be  45,090,000  pounds  of  wool.  The  average  price  of  the 
commodities  for  the  last  lew  years  has  been  45  cents 
a pound;  at  this  rate  the  yield  of  last  year  would  be  of 
more  than  twenty  thousand  of  dollars  value. 
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Stp-The  title  page  and  index  of  vol.  seven,  new  se- 
ries, or  volume  fifty-seven  of  the  entire  series,  and 
which  closed  with  the  1st  March,  1S40,  was  for- 
warded to  the  subscribers  to  Niles’  National 
Register,  by  the  mails  which  preceded  the  one 
that  conveys  this  number. 

Thus  the  task  which  the  present  proprietor  of 
the  work  found  before  him  when  he  assumed  its 
editorial  duties,  has  at  length  been  completed.  The 
whole  of  the  numbers  which  fell  in  arrears  during 
the  prior  suspension  of  its  publication,  have  been 
primed  and  carefully  forwarded  by  mail,  as  well  as 
the  title  page  and  indexes  of  the  three  preceding 
volumes — Vols.  5,  6,  and  7,  (new  series),  all  of 
which  had  been  allowed  to  fall  in  arrears. 

To  accompl  ish  this,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  is- 
suing the  current  numbers,  required  a quantum  of  la- 
bor, bodily  and  mental,  winch  few  people  would 
imagine.  It  is  finished  however,  and  the  editor 
congratulates  his  subscribers  as  well  as  himself, 
upon  its  accomplishment.  This  renders  available 
the  volumes  which  have  heretofore  been  measurably 
useless  for  want  of  a ready  means  of  relerence. 

Many  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  this  double 
publication  however,  arose  from  the  heavy  addi- 
tional expenses  to  which  it  subjected  us,  and  the 
payments  of  which,  to  some  extent,  have  yet 
in  these  exceedingly  embarrassing  times  to  be  en- 
countered. Under  such  circumstances,  the  editor 
feels  authorised  to  say  to  such  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  Register  as  are  now  in  arrears  for  the  two  vo- 
lumes just  completed,  that  is,  from  the  1st  March, 
1839,  (to  which  period  his  purchase  of  the  estab- 
lishment extended  back),  to  the  1st  March,  1840, 
that  they  would  confer  an  especial  favor  upon  the 
editor,  and  an  essential  service  upon  the  establish- 
ment, by  remitting  by  mail,  at  least  the  five  dollars 
now  in  arrears  for  that  period.  To  them  individually 
the  sum  is  trifling;  to  the  editor  the  aggregate  con- 
stitutes his  means  of  conducting  the  work. 

Remittances  for  any  period  in  advance,  will  be 
gratefully  acknowledged  and  promptly  receipted 
for;  remittances  for  periods  in  arrear  prior  to  the 
1st  March,  1839,  will  be  promptly  paid  over  to  the 
persons  entitled  thereto,  according  to  whatever  di- 
rections may  be  given,  and  properly  receipted  for. 
According  to  the  post  office  regulations, postmasters 
are  required  to  allow  such  receipts  to  be  sent  free 
of  postage. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  examining  the  index  to  the 
volume  just  completed  and  forwarded,  that  we  have 
deviated  in  one  respect  from  the  form  of  indexes 

Vol.  VIII. — Big.  9, 


heretofore  accompanying  the  work.  Instead  of  com- 1 
plicalintc,  by  making  sub-indexes  of  several  of  the 
principal  articles,  such  as  congress,  &c.,  which  we 
have  always  considered  as  objectionable,  we  have 
adopted  the  simple  form  of  a single  index.  Confident 
that  much  of  the  value  of  a Register,  depends  upon 
its  having  an  ample,  comprehensive,  and  conveni- 
ent index,  we  have  made  this  by  far  more  so  than 
any  of  the  preceding  indexes  of  the  work.  No  in- 
dex heretofore  has  occupied  more  than  sue,  and  ma- 
ny of  I he  volumes  not  more  than  two  or  three  pages. 
Much  of  the  contents  of  the  volume  in  such  case 
must  of  course  have  been  omitted  from  the  index,  and 
much  that  was  in  it,  was  not  by  any  means  sufficiently 
explicit:  we  have  devoted  sixteen  pages  to  the  index 
of  this  volume  just  completed:  every  article  is  re- 
ferred to  under  some  appropriate  designation,  and 
the  whole  work  is  thereby  rendered  available  to 
every  capacity  for  relerence. 

It  is  very  desirable  now  that  all  the  volumes  should 
be  made  up  and  bound,  for  preservation,  so  that  we 
may  not  have  calls  hereafter  to  supply  deficient 
numbers  beyond  the  first  of  March  last.  We  in- 
vite particular  attention  to  this,  before  we  shall  our- 
selves bind  up  the  numbers  on  hand,  after  which  it 
may  not  be  in  our  power  to  supply  them. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

British  force  in  the  Canadas.  The  United  Ser- 
vice Journal,  published  m London,  enumerates  the 
British  troops  stationed  in  tile  Canadas,  on  the  1st 
March,  1840,  as  follows: 

1st  regiment  dragoon  guards;  7th  do.  hussars; 
2d  battalion  grenadier  guards;  2d  do.  Coldstream; 
do.;  2d  do.  1st  foot;  Sill  regiment  foot;  11th  do.  do.; 
22d  do.  do.;  loth  do.  do  ; 24th  do.  do  ; 23d  do.  do.; 
34th  do.  do.;  36th  do.  do.;  37th  do.  do.;  43d  do.  do.; 
56th  do.  do.;  at  Jamaica,  ordered  to  America  65th 
do.  do.;  66th  do.  do.;  67th  do.  do  ; 69 til  do.  do.;  71st 
do.  do.;  73d  do.  do.;  83d  do.  do.;  85th  do.  do.;  93d 
do.  do.  The  strength  of  the  regiments  of  the  guards 
may  be  estimated  al  1,000  each. 

The  regiments  of  foot,  of  which  there  are  twen- 
ty, are  eacli  800  strong.  This  would  constitute  a 
force  of  about  20,000  men. 

Commerce  in  Greut  Britain  in  1790,  and  1S37  and 
1838.  In  tile  year  1790  this  country  employed 
15,051  vessels  with  a tonnage  of  1,460,000.  The 
value  of  exports  amounted  to  £18.544,205  and  tile 
value  of  the  imports  was  equal  to  17,783,5722.  On 
31st  December,  1837,  the  country  employed  26,037 
vessels,  with  a tonnage  equal  to  3,791,018  of  tons, 
while  their  crews  amounted  to  173,506  men.  The 
number  of  vessels  employed  in  foreign  trade,  exclu- 
sive of  those  in  ballast  or  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade  was  inwhrds  12,252  with  a'lomiage  ol  2,346,300 
and  outwards  10,614  vessels  with  a tonnage  of 
1,861,121.  The  official  value  ot  the  exports  in 
183S  amounted  to  105,170,5492.  and  the  imports  to 
61,268,3202.  The  number  of  vessels  empluyed  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  16,347,  with 
a tonnage  ot  1,585,624;  and  in  carrying  on  the  rest 
of  our  coasting  trade,  122,443  vessel's  were  engaged 
with  a tonnage  of  9,315,563. 

[Sir  T.  Cochran's  speech  on  state  of  the  navy. 

Penny  postage.  The  penny  postage  is  in  full 
operation  in  England,  and  every  one  is  pleased  with 
it.  So  far  as  tile  present  appearances  shew,  the 
reduced  rate  of  postage  will  cause  a great  loss  to 
the  revenue  fora  time.  But  the  increased  consump- 
tion ol'  paper  will  contribute  to  the  excise  reve- 
nue, (as  paper  is  a taxed  article),  and  in  a lew 
years  the  revenue  from  letters  will  probably  be  as 
great  as  it  was  before  the  change.  On  the  average 
we  dare  say,  that  every  one  will  write  four  letters 
lor  every  one  lie  has  heretofore  written.  Franking 
is  wholly  abolished  much  to  the  grief  of  certain 
peers  and  M.  P’s,  who  thou tc h t that  to  scrawl  their 
names  on  lire  cover  of  a letter  was  one  of  the  chief 
ends  ol  being  legislators!  The  prime  minister 
himself  can  neither  send  nor  receive  a free  letter. 

1 here  were  about  1,21)0  persons  qualified  to  send 
and  receive  free  letters.  They  could  send  ten  and 
receive  fifteen  daily.  The  privilege  was  used  in 
most  cases  to  the  utmost  limit.  About  200  of  the 
1,200  could  I ran  k any  number  and  weight  of  let- 
ters, so  that  on  the  whole  the  daily  average  of  25 
may  bt  taken  for  the  whole.— This  gives  30,000 
free  letters  per  diem,  (nine-tenths  of  which  weret 
[double  and  treble,  as  the  frank  covered  an  ounce), 


and  if  we  take  the  average  postage  at  one  shilling 
and  sixpence,  we  have  2,250 1.  per  diem,  or  821,2502. 
pet  annum,  nearly  three  millions  and  a halfof  dollars. 
Now  the  franking  is  abolished  this  will  be  at  an  end, 
and  the  post  office  revenue  will  be  advantaged 
thereby. 

The  alterations  respecting  foreign  letters  are 
very  unfair,  as  the  English  public  will  have  very 
little  benefit  by  them,  the  postage  rates  remaining 
much  as  before.  The  new  plan  is  to  pay  the  cap- 
tains of  ships  a reduced  rate  lor  the  papers  and  let- 
ters they  bring.  The  old  plan  was  to  pay  them 
one  penny  (breach  bundle  of  papers,  and  twopence 
for  each  letter  they  brought  to  the  post  office.  In- 
stead of  this,  the  public  are  charged  eight  pence 
(as  before)  (breach  newspaper — the  captain  hav- 
ing one  penny  for  each  parcel,  which  might  con- 
tain 20  papers.  Now,  the  captain  will  have  only 
half  a crown  for  every  hundred  letters  or  papers. 
This  is  a very  shabby  reduction,  involving  a dead 
loss  of  $3  40  on  every  1U0  letters  he  brings  over. 

[IV.  Y.  Star. 

Great  increase  in  the  British  navy.  There  is  no 
subject  of  more  vital  importance  to  this  country, 
or  one  that  is  more  sensitively  felt  by  all  ranks  and 
condition  of  men,  than  the  state  of  the  Britisli  navy. 
The  excitement  which  lias  been  exhibited  upon  it, 
both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  has  been  of  the  most  feverish  description; 
tlie  daily  press  have  been,  morning  and  evening, 
and  without  distinction  of  par!  ' jamenting  the  de- 
graded position  of  tlie  navy,  dm}  fiercely  demand- 
ing an  increase  to  the  lorce,  and  a <re  efficient 
system  of  manning  it;  pamphlets  b>  scores  have 
been  hurled  at  the  heads  ot  the  navy  commission- 
ers, reiterating  such  accusations  and  insisting  that 
something  should  be  immediately  done;  and  motion 
succeeded  motion,  in  botli  the  lords  and  commons, 
lull  of  indignant  remonstrance  with  the  ministry, 
and  expiessing  a firm,  resolute  and  undaunted  de- 
termination to  make  tlie  flag  which  had  “braved 
tlie  battle  and  the  breeze,”  as  much  respected,  re- 
vered and  dreaded,  as  it  was  during  the  days  of  the 
immortal  Nelson.  All  these  onslaughts  have  not 
been  without  effect,  and  the  government  have  at 
last  seen  the  necessity  of  no  longer  either  despising 
or  disregarding  public  opinion.  On  tlie  21st,  Mr. 
Moore  O’Ferrail,  the  secretary  of  the  admirality, 
moved  the  navy  estimates  for  tlie  present  year,  in  a 
speech  which  was  described  by  the  Tory  Herald 
as  “neat,  mild  and  gentlemanly,”  and  as  ttiis 
speech  must  be  deeply  interesting  to  you  and  your 
readers,  together  with  the  discussion  which  lollow- 
ed  it,  I shall  endeavor  to  give  you  a summary  of 
the  contents  of  the  one,  and  the  most  important 
portions  of  extracts  from  the  other. 

It  appears  that  in  1839  there  were  224  ships  in 
commission,  and  on  tlie  1st  of  January,  1840,  they 
had  increased  to  239.  Tlie  amount  of  excess  la-,t 
year  over  the  estimates  of  the  previous  year,  was 

395.000 2.  — this  year  it  is  461,0002.  On  tlie  first  of 
January,  1,211  men  were  in  the  r.avy  who  were 
not  rated  lor  by  the  house — the  committee  were 
therefore  asked  for  an  increase  of  1,000  more. 

50.0002.  are  required  for  tlie  provisions.  The  in- 
crease in  wages  of  tlie  dock  yard  artificers  was 
2,8572.  and  tor  the  year,  60,0002.  were  wanting  for 
them,  with  the  exceplion  of  10,0002.  which  is  to 
be  devoted  to  the  new  steam  manufacture  at  Wool- 
wich. 800  extra  men  are  to  be  sent  into  tiie  yards 
as  shipwrights,  making  a total  of  8,391,  and  their 
numbers  are  to  be  increased.  Two  ships  of  the 
line,  first  class,  are  to  be  forthwith  laid  down,  and 
to  be  followed  by  others  so  as  to  keep  up  “the 
building  of  a class  of  ships  commensurate  with 
tl'.ose  employed  by  foreign  powers.”  The  increase 
in  the  foreign  dock  yards  is  9002.  caused  by  send- 
ing engineers  for  the  repair  of  steamers  at  Malta 
and  Jamaica,  and  for  tlie  “payment  of  a naval  build- 
er in  India,  where  it  is  proposed  to  construct  lar^e 
ships,  and  to  convey  home  in  them  the  frames  of 
rneu  of  war.”  Tiie  increase  for  naval  stores  is 

136.0002.  Timber  is  increased  in  the  yards  to  the 
greatest  necessary  extent,  and  “the  whole  estab- 
lishments are  to  be  in  such  a state  as  to  be  ready 
lor  any  emergency.”  Tlie  excess  in  works  and 
improvements,  over  last  year,  amounts  to  83,0002. 
which  is  required  to  put  the  dock  yards  in  an  effi- 
cient state.  A large  store  house  for  machinery  is 
to  be  erected  at  Woolwich,  which  is  to  cost  20,0002. 
A building  is  to  be  constructed  for  the  mar.ufac- 
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ture  of  fuel,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Banks,  who 
proposes  to  make  it  from  coal  dust  and  coal  tar, 
which  will  keep  steamers  one-third  longer  at  sea, 
and  will  be  a saving  of  40  percent.  This  fuel  is 
one-half  more  efficient  than  Newcastle  coal,  and 
one-fifth  more  than  Newport  coal.  500L  is  want- 
ing for  making  cement  at  Sherness,  and  4,OOOZ.  to 
keep  the  harbor  clear  at  Chatham.  At  Pembroke, 
two  new  slips  for  building  vessels  of  the  firsl  class 
are  to  be  made.  5,000 1.  are  to  be  applied  to  the 
steam  packets  on  the  Liverpool  station,  and  5,700h 
to  the  Aberdeen  packets.  The  Halifax  line  will 
take  75,0001.  for  nine  months.  In  the  naval  and 
marine  pensions  there  is  a decrease  of  34,7121.  On 
the  whole  the  amount  required  for  the  service  of 
this  year  is  5,659, 051L — including  9,000  royal  ma- 
rines. 

Sir  George  Clark  admitted  that  the  sum  required 
was  enormous,  but  felt  compelled  to  vote  for  it.  He 
complained  bitterly  against  the  system  of  sending 
vessels  to  sea  without  a proper  complement  of  men, 
and  declared  that  ministers  had  not  a single  ship  of 
war,  at  the  present  moment,  at  their  disposal.  Lord 
Ingestrie  followed  in  a similar  strain,  and  observed 
that  “one  of  the  most  lamentable  features  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs  as  regarded  the  navy,  was 
the  abandonment  of  this  country  for  America  by 
all  the  best  sailors.  Captain  Marryat  stated  that 
fully  one  half  of  every  American  ship  were  picked 
seamen,  and  his  (lord  I’s.)  own  observation  con- 
firmed the  statement.”  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  the 
tory  member  for  Ipswich,  said  that  the  government 
could  not  throw  outof  its  consideration  “such  coun- 
tries as  Russia  and  the  United  States.  Let  them 
remember  the  delicate  relations  with  the  United 
States.  Had  not  the  American  president  stated  to 
congress  that  he  had  entreated  the  state  of  Maine 
to  use  moderation,  but  if  any  acts  of  aggression 
were  committed  they  must,  at  all  hazards,  go  to 
their  assistance.  And  he  asked  for  a vote  of  money 
on  that  ground.  The  house  knew  very  well  that 
the  insolence  of  democracies  rose  in  proportion  to 
their  knowledge  of  the  weakness  of  their  antagonist; 
and  if  they  were  called  on  to  relinquish  one  inch  of 
territory  which  they  had  claimed,  nothing  but  a 
complete  consciousness  that  we  could  in  a few  weeks 
send  against  them  some  thousands  of  men,  and  car- 
ry war  into  the  heart  of  their  country,  would  pre- 
vent them  from  maintaining  their  claim  by  force  of 
arms.  If  they  saw  that  we  were  as  powerless  as 
we  really  were,  and  that  it  would  take  months  be- 
fore we  could  send  out  an  efficient  force,  they  would 
not  hesitate  to  insult  that  weakness  and  enforce 
their  unjust  demands.  If  we  were  called  upon  to 
send  out  a force  upon  any  emergency,  and  that  force 
were  wanted  in  May',  they  were  not  in  a state  to 
send  a force  to  America  this  year.”  This  part  of 
sir  Thomas’s  speech,  conceived  in  a bad  spirit,  and 
uttered  in  a tone  of  bitter  malignancy,  was  treated 
by  the  ministry  with,  and  I think  very  properly, 
silent  contempt.  Lord  Palmerston  was  very  tri- 
umphant in  repelling  every  accusation  brought 
against  him,  and  when  sir  Robert  Peel  replied  to 
him  he  left  himself  so  completely  open,  that  his 
lordship  rejoined  in  regular  smashing  style,  and 
maintained  that  “never  was  this  country  so  truly 
efficient  and  powerful,  should  a war  arise  to-mor- 
row, as  at  the  moment  when  he  had  the  honor  to 
address  the  house.”  The  grant  was  ultimately 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Hume  having  in  vain  attempted  to 
get  up  a successful  opposition.  Last  night  the 
house  of  commons  went  info  a committee  of  supply 
on  the  same  subject,  and  sir  T.  Cochrane  wished  to 
know  what  ships  were  building,  and  the  state  of 
their  progress,  but  the  secretary  to  the  admiralty 
declined  to  furnish  the  required  information  pub- 
licly, though  he  intimated  his  readiness  to  explain 
any  thing  to  the  honorable  baronet,  if  he  would  call 
at  the  admiralty.  This  answer  has  induced  many 
to  believe  that  ministers  are  increasing  the  navy  to 
a greater  extent  than  they  wish  to  be  known,  or 
that  such  secrecy  is  only  a cloak  for  their  feeble- 
ness. Many  members  complained  with  much  truth 
against  the  system  of  manning  the  navy  and  send- 
ing ships  to  sea  without  their  full  complement  of 
men,  and  declared  that  should  a sudden  war  arise, 
either  with  France  or  the  United  States,  the  British 
navy  would  then  be  severely  punished  for  the  reck- 
less indifference  of  the  government.  All  the  de- 
bates or  discussions,  however,  that  have  taken  place 
touching  the  navy,  extiibit  the  jealous  regard  en- 
tertained for  this  right  arm  of  British  power,  and 
the  rigid  determination  of  men  of  all  parties  to  have 
it  in  a condition  to  enable  England,  if  such  a neces- 
sity should  ever  arise,  to  compete  with  the  whole 
world.  [Correspondent  N.  Y.Jour.  Coin. 

FRANCE. 

The  Tribunal  Commerce  (Videle  Commerce)  an- 
nounced during  the  month  of  February  sixty-seven 
failures  in  the  city  of  Paris  alone.  The  excess  of 
the  joint  liabilities  over  all  the  property  assigned 


amounted  to  five  millions  of  irancs.  One  firm 
alone  remains  a defaulter  to  the  snug  little  amount 
of  1,800,000  francs,  another  to  the  amount  of 
half  a million,  and  nine  8thers  to  the  amount  of 
10,000  francs.  In  the  month  of  January  sixty 
failures  were  announced,  not  averaging  less  than 
five  millions  of  dollars!  What  a nice  thing  a 
purely  metallic  currency  is!  And  what  a nice  place 
Paris  is  for  a pure  currency  man  like  Swartwout 
to  live  in. 

The  following  statistical  notes  of  the  industry  of 
France  are  given  in  the  Journal  General: 

In  1819,  the  quantity  of  merchandise  conveyed 
in  French  vessels  was  only  726,000,000  kilo- 
grammes. In  the  year  1838  it  was  1,206,966,000.  In 
1819,  the  duties  upon  public  carriages  amounted  to 
only  3,101,358  francs;  in  1838  they  were  6,200,000 
francs.  The  amount  of  machinery  exported  in 
1820  was  only  216,500  francs;  in  1838,  it  was 
3,980,607  francs.  In  1818,  there  was  only  suffi- 
cient cotton  machinery  in  France  to  spin  16,014,217 
kilogrammes  of  cotton  in  a year,  but  in  1838  it  had 
so  increased  that  51  millions  were  spun. 

Population  of  Paris.  The  lollowing  account  is 
given  by  one  of  the  journals  of  the  population  of 
Paris,  with  the  number  of  indigent  persons  in  each 
arrondisemeut: 

1st  arrondisement  82,758  of  whom  3,599  indigent 


2d 

90,292 

2,646 

3d 

57,059 

2,406 

4th 

50,123 

3,121 

5th 

82,234 

4,699 

6th 

94,108 

6,936 

7th 

68,407 

3,936 

8th 

82,094 

9,938 

9th 

71,750 

4,924 

10th 

89,173 

5,073 

11th 

58,767 

3,896 

12th 

82,361 

11,357 

Total, 

909,126 

62,359 

Being  one  indigent  person,  (viz:  receiving  sup- 
port from  a bureau  de  Bienfaisance),  to  about  four- 
teen of  the  general  population.  The  total  popula- 
tion is  taken  from  the  last  census,  exclusive  of  fo- 
reigners and  soldiers;  but  since  that  time  the  num- 
ber has  been  much  increased. 

Suffrage  in  France.  France  contains  33  mil- 
lions of  people,  and  has  200,000  voters.  No  man 
can  vote  who  does  not  pay  200  francs  annual  tax. — 
There  are  now  three  parties  opposed  to  this  system. 
One  goes  for  universal  suffrage,  but  the  delegates 
to  be  chosen  by  electors.  A second  is  for  a mode- 
rate extension  of  the  right,  and  a third  contends  for 
universal  suffrage  without  any  restriction. 

BELGIUM. 

Belgian  rail  road.  There  were  at  the  beginning 
of  1839,  ten  rail  roads  in  Belgium  already'  opened, 
costing  in  their  consiruction  the  average  amount  of 
$41,300  per  mile.  They  are  as  follows: 

From  Brussels  to  Malines,  op’nd  in  1835,  extend’g!3  ms. 


Malines  to  Antwerp.  “ 

1836,  “ 

15  “ 

Malines  lo  Termonde,  “ 

1837,  “ 

16  1-2 

Malines  to  Louvain,  “ 

1S37,  “ 

15  “ 

Louvain  to  Tirlemont,  ‘‘ 

1837,  “ 

11  “ 

Termonde  to  Ghent,  “ 

1837,  “ 

19  “ 

Tirlent  to  Waremme,  “ 

1838,  “ 

17  “ 

Waremme  to  Ans,  “ 

1838,  “ 

12  “ 

Ghent  to  Bruges 

1838,  “ 

28  “ 

Bruges  to  Ostend,  “ 

1838,  “ 

15 

HOLLAND. 


Claim  to  property  in  Holland.  In  the  Dutch 
weekly  journal  Vanhet  Regt  we  find  an  article 
which  states,  that  a very'  important  action  has  been 
commenced  against  the  public  treasury,  requiring 
the  restitution  to  the  right  of  heirs  of  the  lortune 
left  by'  lieutenat  general  Theobald  Metzger  Von 
Weibnom,  governor  of  Breda,  who  died  at  the 
Hague  on  the  23d  of  February,  1691,  and  whose 
fortune  amounts  to  about  20,009,000  of  florins.  His 
next  heirs,  dispersed  over  Germany,  France  and 
Switzerland,  were  not  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
the  affairs  till  1835,  and  the  wealthy  deceased  had 
made  a will,  the  notice  to  the  heirs  having  been 
published  only  in  two  papers,  appearing  in  Holland 
and  in  the  Dutch  language,  though  the  Stadtholder, 
William  III.  expressly  ordered  that  the  publication 
should  be  made  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  the 
principal  journals.  The  heirs  to  whom  he  be- 
queathed his  property  never  heard  of  it,  and  (heir 
descendants  did  not  obtain  a copy  of  the  will  till 
1835.  Having  since  that  time  in  vain  tried  by  va- 
rious means  to  enforce  their  rights,  they  have  now 
had  recourse  to  an  action  at  law,  and  demand  the 
fortune  of  the  said  Theobold  Metzger  Von  Weib- 
nom from  the  Netherlands  treasury,  to  which  Wil- 
liam III.  delivered  it  after  the  death  of  the  owner. 

AUSTRIA. 

The  national  debt  of  Austria  is  somewhere  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  millions  sterling;  the  yeariy 
charge  for  the  interest  and  a sinking-fund  about 
four  millions  and  a half.  The  income  is  about  thir- 


teen millions,  thus  leaving  eight  millions  and  a 
half  of  available  revenue,  which  is  supposed  to  fall 
short  of  the  actual  expenditure  by  nearly  two  mil- 
lions, hitherto  raised  by'  loans.  Of  the  gross  reve- 
nue, about  £4,700,000  is  raised  by  direct  taxes 
on  houses,  land,  income  and  inheritance;  about 
£4,200,000  by  indirect  taxes;  three  or  four  thou- 
sand pounds  by  lotteries;  and  more  than  two  mil- 
lions and  a half  by  monopolies  in  salt,  tobacco  and 
gunpowder.  [A.  Y.  American. 

CHINA. 

Late  from  Canton.  The  ship  Providence,  at  New 
.York  from  Canton,  brings  intelligence  that  a new 
edict  has  been  issued  by  Lin,  tiie  commissioner, 
prohibiting  the  introduction  ofBritish  manufactures, 
even  in  American  vessels.  Teas  were  coming  dow  n 
slowly. 

EGYPT. 

A paragraph  in  the  Washington  Globe,  derived 
we  presume  from  an  official  source,  states  that  the 
pasha  is  inflexibly  determined  not  to  yield  to  the 
arrangement  proposed  by  the  European  powers. — 
He  asserts  that  the  demands  which  he  has  made 
upon  the  sultan  for  his  hereditary  possession  in  his 
family  of  Syria,  Candia,  Arabia,  and  Egypt,  are 
just;  and  that  it  is  not  a question  in  which  Chris- 
tian powers  should  interfere.  He  will  occupy  the 
position  which  he  has  assumed,  and  await  the  at- 
tacks of  the  combined  powers.  They  will  be  com- 
pelled to  blockade  the  ports  of  Egypt,  Syria,  and 
those  of  the  Red  sea.  This  must  interfere  with  the 
interests  of  neutral  commerce. 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

Two  missionaries  eaten  by  savages.  Through  the 
kindness  of  a gentleman  in  the  city',  we  are  per- 
mitted to  publish  an  extract  from  a letter  just  re- 
ceived by  him,  containing  the  h part  rending  intel- 
ligence that  two  missionaries  in  New  Zealand  have 
shared  the  fate  of  Lyman  and  Munson! 

Sidney,  N.  S.  Wales,  Dec.  1st,  1839. 

“The  missionary  brig  “Camden”  left  Upolu  the 
day  before  our  ship  sailed,  and  arrived  here  last 
evening,  bringing  news  that  two  of  the  missiona- 
ries who  sailed  in  her,  during  a visit  to  the  Island 
of  Ewomango,  one  of  the  New  Hebrides,  were  kill- 
ed and  eaten  by  the  natives. 

They  were  Messrs.  Williams  and  Harris:  I knew 
them  both  at  Upolu — Mr.  Williams  quite  intimate- 
ly; he  was  a very  highly  intelligent  gentlemanly 
man,  one  of  the  most  indefatigable  of  all  Christian 
missionaries.  He  is  the  author  of  a very'  valuable 
work  on  the  South  Sea  Islands;  a third  gentleman, 
not  a missionary,  Mr.  Cunningham,  who  was  with 
them  at  the  time,  escaped  by  flight,  and  I have  the 
painful  intelligence  from  his  own  lips.  Mr.  Harris 
was  in  ill  health  and  could  not  make  his  escape, 
while  Mr.  Williams  was  rather  advanced  in  life. 

Mr.  Cunningham,  who  heard  the  war  cry  raised, 
turned  and  saw  Mr.  Harris  pursued  by  the  savages; 
iu  an  instant  after,  he  saw  him  fall,  pierced  through 
with  many  spears.  Mr.  C.  then  urged  Mr.  Wil- 
liams to  run  for  (he  boat  which  was  at  some  dis- 
tance. The  latter  misunderstood  him,  and  ran  into 
the  water  to  swim  off  to  the  brief,  but  was  overtaken 
and  murdered.  Mr.  C.  with  difficulty  reached  the 
boat,  and  made  his  escape. 

These  unfortunate  missionaries  weren  sent  by 
the  London  missionary  society,  and  the  vessel  spo- 
ken of  in  the  letter  was  the  one  employed  in  the 
service.  [iV.  F.  Observer. 

WEST  INDIES. 

From  Barbadoes.  We  yesterday  received  Bar- 
badoes  papers  up  to  the  11th  ult.  but  find  nothing 
in  them  of  moment. 

In  the  house  of  assembly,  on  the  10th,  a bill 
passed  in  committee  of  the  whole,  laying  a tax  of 
three  pence  in  the  gallon  upon  all  rum  2d  proof, 
and  half  pence  per  gallon  for  every  degree  over 
proof,  of  all  rum  and  other  distilled  liquors  sold  or 
bartered  on  the  island.  The  bill  imposes  a fine  of 
£50  upon  the  treasurer  in  all  cases  of  non-perform- 
ance of  duty'. 

The  Trinidad  correspondent  of  (he  Liberal  says 
that  the  most  active  preparations  are  in  piogress 
there  to  receive  sir  Henry  McLeod  and  lavish  ex- 
penditures are  made  for  the  purpose  [N.  Y.  Sun. 

From  Demarara.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Iiellog,  who  came  passenger  in  the  brig  Pinta, 
from  Demarara,  for  Georgetown  papers  as  late  as  the 
16th  March.  They  agree  in  stating  that  there  is  a 
great  want  of  a middling  class  in  the  colony,  and 
strongly  advocate  the  introduction  of  emigrants  from 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  The  Guiana  Times  says: — 
“Nothing  but  a rapid  and  large  influx  of  emigrants 
into  the  country  can  save  it  from  the  most  serious 
evils,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  from  entire 
min.” 

On  the  8th  ult.  two  delegates  from  the  United 
States,  who  arrived  at  Demarara  in  January,  sailed 
for  Grenada.  Their  object  was  to  ascertain  the  ad- 
vantages of  British  Guiana  and  Trinidad,  compar- 
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ed  with  those  of  the  United  States,  or  the  free  set- 
tlement of  Liberia,  as  a place  of  resilience  for  their 
persecuted  brethren.  The  sum  £1,500  had  been 
remitted  by  the  emigration  society  to  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  persons  in  question. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  emigrants  arrived  at  De- 
marara  from  the  1st  to  the  16th  March.  The  in- 
dustrious habits  of  the  new-comers,  it  was  supposed 
would  have  a good  effect  upon  the  mass  of  the  la- 
boring population,  who  had  evinced  much  laziness 
and  fickleness  in  their  employments. 

[ Hartford.  Com  ant. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Latest  from  the  Pacific.  The  ship  Congress,  capt. 
Waterman,  arrived  yesterday  in  a very  short  pas- 
sage from  the  Pacific,  having  left  Valparaiso  Feb. 
4th,  and  Coquimbo,  Feb.  13th. 

She  brings  a cargo  worth  about  $300,000,  includ- 
ing $138,000  in  specie  to  Howland  & Aspinwall. 
We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  extract 
of  a letter  dated 

Valparaiso , Feb.  3,  1840. 

We  have  had  a large  number  of  arrivals  from 
England,  France  and  Spain.  During  the  month  of 
January,  no  less  than  70  vessels  of  all  descriptions 
entered  this  port,  mostly  however  from  round  Cape 
Horn,  and  the  southward,  goods,  as  yet  have  not 
fallen  much;  merely  because  there  has  been  little 
or  no  business  doing;  but  the  stocks  of  European 
goods,  and  particularly  British,  are  very  heavy,  and 
when  there  is  a demand  for  the  lee  coast,  which 
will  create  competition,  goods  must  fall  very  con- 
siderably. There  is  a fair  prospect  of  British  goods 
being  sold  before  long  as  low  as  they  can  be  ob- 
tained at  home. 

The  United  States  frigate  Columbia,  commodore 
Read,  and  the  John  Adams,  arrived  here  a few  days 
since  Irom  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Both  vessels 
will  sail  in  about  a week  for  Callao,  and  from 
thence  will  proceed  to  the  United  States.  The 
Falmouth  will  sail  from  Callao  about  the  13th 
March  for  this  port,  where  she  will  remain  about 
ten  days,  and  then  return  to  the  United  States. 

CHILI  AND  PERU. 

Letters  from  Valparaiso  to  the  22d  January,  have 
been  received  in  this  city  per  ship  Congress,  whicli 
states  that  the  country  remained  in  a state  of  tran- 
quility, and  as  yet  no  order  had  been  issued  for  the 
withdrawing  ol  the  government  troops  under  gene- 
ral Gamarra  from  Peru — on  the  contrary,  that  Ga- 
inarra  had  so  intimidated  the  people  by  his  recent 
overt  acts,  interference  and  dictation  in  their  elec- 
tive franchise,  that  the  election  in  Peru  had  gone  in 
favor  ot  his  party,  while  no  doubt  existed  in  the 
minds  of  all  intelligent  men,  that  more  than  three- 
fourths  ot  the  whole  population  were  decidedly 
against  his  administration.  This,  connected  with 
his  avowed  hostility  to  all  foreigners,  had  rendered 
him  obnoxious  to  the  people,  who,  although  jaded 
by  their  frequent  revolutions,  were  still  rife  for  ano- 
ther, and  were  awaiting  with  anxiety  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  rid  themselves  of  this  foul  usurper. 

His  excellency  general  Pedro  Bermudez,  who  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  last  revolution,  has  had  his 
arm  amputated,  and  will  retire  from  public  service 
and  this  country  to  Central  America.  This  distin- 
guished individual  is  well  known  as  a gentleman 
and  a sincere  friend  to  foreigners,  and  especially  to 
Americans.  He  has  occupied  many  situa'ions  of 
responsibility  in  this  government,  under  the  vari- 
ous  administrations  of'  Lamer,  Orbegoso,  Santa 
Cruz  and  Gamarra,  in  all  of  whicli,  during  the  most 
trying  times,  he  has  ever  proved  himself  a friend 
and  decided  patriot  in  the  cause  of  Peru— in  fact, 
so  rare  are  such  disinterested,  such  noble  hearted 
individuals  among  our  South  American  republics, 
that  we  consider  him  our  second  Talleyrand,  and 
his  departure  from  his  “natal  soil”  will  cause  a va- 
cuum we  know  not  how  to  fill — .we  had  most  con- 
fidently hoped,  the  solicitations  of  his  friends  would 
have  had  some  avail,  and  although  crippled  in  his 
person,  his  mind  remains  unimpaired,  and  he  would 
have  consented  to  have  remained  in  his  native  coun- 
try, whereby  we  could  have  availed  ourselves  of  his 
talents,  to  extricate  us  from  tile  labarynths  of  trou- 
ble we  have  been  so  unfortunately  placed  in. 

Santa  Cruz  is  still  living  at  Quito,  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  Peru,  watching  with  intense  anxiety,  every 
movement,  both  in  Peru  and  Bolivia- the  latter  hav- 
ing already  arisen  in  his  favor. 

The  commercial  prospects  in  Chili  were  by  no 
means  flattering;  the  imports  of  flour  from  the  l). 
States  promise  no  profit  to  the  owners,  and  the 
price  is  merely  nominal— domestics  were  io  wer  than 
ever  known,  and  would  not  bring  cost  and.  charges. 
Sugars — the  import  from  the  United  State  s had  been 
limited;  but  since  the  Peruvian  war  war , over,  veiy 
large  supplies  had  arrived  from  Lain1  jyaque,  and 
Central  America,  which  had  caused  itje  consump- 
tion of  refined  American  sugars  to  i ecljne.  British 


goods  had  declined  to  about  the  sterling  cost  in 
England — the  market  was  over-stocked,  and  a do- 
zen more  vessels  daily  looked  for  from  England  and 
France. 

MEXICO. 

The  schr.  Byron,  capt.  Pearsall,  arrived  last  night 
from  Metamoras,  which  place  she  left  on  the  14th 
April,  bringing  the  confirmation  of  the  defeat  of 
the  federalists  on  the  first  April,  by  the  centralists. 
The  battle  was  fought  at  Lerado.  The  federalists 
had  two  hundred  men  killed,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  made  pri- 
soners. General  Zapata  being  made  a prisoner  was 
shortly  after  shot,  and  his  head  sent  to  Garara  as  an 
example. 

The  Byron  had  on  board  21,170  dollars  in  specie, 
consigned  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Hall,  and  Schmidt, 
Werner  & Co.  [New  Orleans  Bee. 

TEXAS. 

The  arrival  from  Texas  yesterday  of  the  steam 
packet  Neptune,  brings  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of 
the  federalists,  near  Nice,  on  the  Rio  Grande;  their 
retreat  with  great  loss  to  San  Antonio,  in  Texas, 
and  the  pursuit  by  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  cen- 
tralists, supposed  to  be  within  a day’s  march  of  San 
Antonio.  Whether  the  centralists  under  Arista, 
contemplate  an  invasion  of  Texas,  is  not  yet  ascer- 
tained. 

The  Houston  papers  express  the  opinion,  that 
the  only  object  of  the  movement  was  the  capture  of 
the  defeated  enemy,  and  that  no  idea  of  taking  pos- 
session of  any  part  of  Texas  ever  entered  into  the 
plans  of  the  centralist  general. 

The  last  accounts  from  San  Antonio,  state,  that 
the  messenger  sent  to  the  Cumanches,  after  the 
slaughter  of  their  chiefs,  had  not  returned,  although 
sufficient  time  had  elapsed.  It  was  apprehended 
they  would  murder  their  prisoners  by  way  of  reta- 
liation. The  conduct  of  these  Indians  is  represent- 
ed to  be  exceedingly  treacherous — so  much  so  as  to 
place  them  beyonu  the  pale  of  civilized  warfarp. — 
Unless  they  sue  for  peace,  and  make  atonement  for 
the  past,  the  Tpxans  threaten  to  hunt  them  down 
like  savage  beasts  of  prey,  and  declare  a war  of  ex- 
termination. Provoked  as  the  whites  have  been  by 
the  cruelties  of  the  Indians,  committed  upon  de- 
fenceless  women  and  children,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  if  their  feeling  are  wrought  to  a pitch  of 
exasperation,  that  seem  extravagant  to  those  at  a 
distance.  [N.  O.  Bulletin. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  byandwith 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Charles  S. 
Wallach,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Matagorda,  in  the  re- 
public of  Texas,  in  the  place  of  John  A.  Monges, 
deceased. 

Aloysiou3  Thompson,  surveyor  and  inspector  of 
the  revenue  at  Llewellensburg,  Md.  vice  H.  G.  S. 
Key,  resigned. 

Henry  D.  Peira,  naval  officer  at  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  from  the  1-lth  of  April,  1840,  when  Ins 
late  commission  expired. 

Education  convention.  The  national  conven- 
tion to  consider  the  subject  of  education  in  the  U. 
States,  is  to  meet  at  Washington  on  the  6th  of  May 
next.  Those  interested  in  the  important  subjects 
there  to  be  discussed  should  not  forget  to  appoint 
delegates  in  time.  Colleges,  lyceums,  public  bo- 
dies connected  with  institutions  for  education,  and 
meetings  called  for  the  purpose  by  the  friends  of 
education,  are  entitled  to  be  represented  in  the  con- 
vention. 

Public  land  sales.  We  copy  the  following 
from  a late  Burlington  Gazette  an  administration 
paper-  The  people  abroad  may  judge  some  thing 
of  the  impositions  of  the  government  upon  the  set- 
tlers. when  even  the  organ  of  the  party  is  thus  forced 
to  admit  it: 

The  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  this  district,  au- 
thorised by  the  president’s  proclamation  to  com- 
ii  ience  on  Monday  last,  has  thus  far  progressed  with 
t no  most  perfect  order  and  decorum.  During  the 
first  four  days  upwards  of  $76,000  were  received 
$60,000  of  which,  we  learn,  was  in  specie.  Taking 
this  receipt  as  data — and  we  believe  it  to  be  a fair 
one — the  gross  amount  of  the  receipts  at  the  end  of 
the  second  sales  will  fall  little  short  of  half  a million 
of  dollars. 

A number  of  small  capitalists  are  present  ask- 
ing and  receiving,  as  heretofore,  extortionary  rates 
of  interest  for  the  use  of  their  money  for  a short 
period.— The  great  body,  of  our  settlers,  we  are 
sincerely  gratified  to  learn,  are  prepared  to  pay  the 
government  the  price  of  their  lands;  ami  such  as 
are  not,  will,  we  suppose,  even  have  to  submit  to  a 
heavy  shave,  rather  than  permit  the  lands  made 


valuable  by  the  work  of  their  own  hands  to  lie  ex- 
posed to  private  entry  after  the  sale. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  we  give  the  annex- 
ed letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  our 
delegate,  touching  a postponement  of  the  sale. 

Treasury  department,  February  11,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.  inclosing  another  pe- 
tition for  the  postponement  of  the  land  sales. 

I have  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I have  confer- 
red with  the  president  on  this  subject,  and  such  is  the 
great  pressure  on  the  treasury  tor  money,  that  he 
does  not  feel  justified  in  directing  any  more  post- 
ponements of  sales  until  other  means  are  provided 
by  congress  to  meet  the  public  exigencies  and  pre- 
serve the  national  faith. 

Under  any  other  circumstances,  it  would  afford 
us  both  great  pleasure  to  postpone  again  such  parts 
of  the  land  as  the  petitioners  do  not  desire  to  have 
sold.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully 
your  obedient  servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  iV.  W.  Chapman. 

The  land  sales  at  this  city  closed  on  Monday 
morning  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  settlers. 
The  amount  received  was  $41,666.  Only  about  half 
the  land  occupied  by  settlers  was  disposed  of,  they 
preferring  to  run  the  risk  of  competition  from  the 
heartless  land  speculator  to  paying  exhorbitant  in- 
terest. Their  course  was  a proper  one,  and  if  jus- 
tice lias  its  sway,  a perfectly  safe  one. 

[ Chicago  Democrat  of  March  17. 

The  Iowa  Gazette  of  the  4th  ult.  notices  the  close 
of  the  land  sales  at  Burlington,  and  states  that  the 
whole  amount  received  during  the  sales  amounted 
to  three  hundred  and  fifty  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars — of  this,  $255,000  was  in  silver,  and 
$55,000  in  gold. 

Fortification  at'Sollers’  point  flats.  In 
the  list  of  appropriations  included  in  the  estimates 
submitted  by  the  war  department  lor  the  year  1840, 
is  an  item  of  $25,000  fur  beginning  a fortification  at 
Sollers’  point  fiats  in  the  Patapsco. 

The  Oregon  territory.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  a joint  resolution  reported  in  the  senate, 
some  days  ago,  by  Mr.  Linn,  from  a select  commit- 
tee, and  which  is  now  upon  the  orders  of  the  day 
in  that  body,  awaking  its  turn  for  consideration: 
Joint  resolution  to  authorise  the  adoption  of  measures 

for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  territory 

of  Oregon. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  of 
Oregon  is  certain  and  will  not  be  abandoned. 

That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  take  immediate  measures 
to  have  the  boundaries  of  the  United  Stales  on  the 
Pacific  frontiei  ascertained  and  fixed,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  our 
citizens  residing  or  trading  in  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon. 

That  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorised  to  cause  to  be  erected  at  suitable  places 
and  distances  a line  of  military  posts  from  Fort  Lea- 
venworth to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  for  the  better 
protection  and  encouragement  of  the  Indian  trade, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  peace  between  the  whites 
and  Indians. 

That,  as  soon  as  the  boundaries  of  the  Oregon 
territory  are  indisputably  determined,  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  shall  be  granted  to  every  white  male 
inhabitant  of  said  territory,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  and  upwards,  who  shall  cultivate  and  use  the 
same  for  five  consecutive  years,  or  to  his  heir  or  heirs 
at  law,  if  such  there  be. 

That  the  president  is  hereby  authorised  to  appoint 
an  additional  Indian  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
(under  his  direction  and  control)  to  superintend  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  with  any  or  every  In- 
dian tribe  west  of  any  agency  now  established  by 
law. 

That  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropriated 

out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion. 

Duty  on  saltpetre.  The  comfitroller  of  the 
treasury,  Mr.  J.  N.  Barker,  has  issued  a circular  to 
the  collectors  of  different  ports  in  the  United  States 
by  which  a new  interpretation  is  given  to  the  tariff 
law  of  1832,  in  reference  to  the  duty  on  saltpetre. — 
The  act  specifies  crude  saltpetre  as  exempt  from  du- 
ty; the  refined  article  is  liable  to  a specific  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound.  By  the  direction  of  the 
comptroller,  the  saltpetre  of  commerce,  such  as  is 
usually  brought  in  bags  from  India,  is  to  be  consi- 
dered as  neither  crude  nor  refined,  but  a substance 
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midway  between,  and  therefore  not  falling  under 
any  special  act,  but  included  in  the  general  classifi- 
cation of  articles  which  are  subject  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  cent. 

This  distinction  is  of  recent  date.  For  fifty  years 
the  ordinary  saltpetre  of  commerce  has  been  regard- 
ed as  coining  under  the  designation  of  crude.  An 
article  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  contends 
that  refined  saltpetre,  in  the  estimation  of  the  law, 
is  such  as  is  prepared  by  the  process  of  crystalliza- 
tion, frequently  repeated,  until  the  substance  be- 
comes fit  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  gunpow’der. 
All  other  kinds  are  reckoned  crude,  and  as  such 
should  be,  as  hitherto,  exempt  from  duty.  The 
comptroller  states  as  the  reason  for  his  late  decision, 
that  in  the  preparation  of  the  ordinary  saltpetre  a 
portion  of  the  earthy  substance  in  which  it  is  found, 
is  removed  by  artificial  process.  To  this  it  may  be 
replied  that  if  the  earthy  substance,  adhering,  were 
not  removed,  the  article  would  not  be  saltpetre  at 
all.  The  state  in  which  it  is  put  up  in  bags  for  ex- 
portation is  the  form  which  it  first  assumes  in  be- 
coming a distinct  substance. 


French  Indemnity.  The  following  statement 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of1 
representatives  by  the  register  of  the  treasury,  was 
communicated  to  that  body  on  the  lltli  ult.  The 
amount  of  claims  was  $9,362,193  27. 

For  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  4!h  in- 
stalments, $3,682,001  09 

Constituting  a dividend  on  $9,- 
362,183  27,  the  aggregate 
amount  ol  claims  of  $39- 
37-100  pr.  ct. 

For  the  5th  instalm.  842,586  08 

Dividend  on  do.  8 9578-10000  pr.  ct. 

For  the  6th  instalm.  826,191  52 

Dividend  on  do.  8 8248-10000  pr  ct. 

For  add’l  interest  } 207,329  38 


on  the  4 first  ins.  j 
Dividend  on  do. 


2 2145-10000  pr.  ct. 


$59  3671-10000 


$5,558,108  07 
[N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


Sugar  in  Louisiana.  A memorial  remonstra- 
ting against  the  reduction  of  duties  on  foreign  su- 
gar has  been  addressed  to  congress  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana.  It  contains  some  valuable  sta- 
tistical statements  relating  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  sugar  growing  interests,  and  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  policy  of  diminished  duties. 

The  memorial  states  that  investments  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  sugar  were  chiefly  made  in  Louisiana 
after  the  passage  of  the  tariff  laws  of  1816.  From 
that  year  to  1828,  the  annual  production  increased 
from  15,000  hhds.  to  45,000  hhds.  of  1,000  lbs.  each. 
In  1828,  the  capital  vested  in  the  business  was  about 
thirty-four  millions  of  dollars,  with  manual  power 
to  the  amount  of  21,000  hands,  12,000  horses,  oxen, 
&c.  and  machinery  of  1,640  horse  power.  From  1828 
to  1830,  new  estates  were  undertaken  requiring  an 
outlay  of  about  sixteen  millions  more;  at  the  close 
of  the  last  named  year,  there  were  in  Louisiana  691 
estates  devoted  to  the  production  of  sugar,  with  a 
capital  of  about  fifty  millions.  Under  the  system  of 
protection  then  existing,  the  state  was  supplying  one 
half  of  the  sugars  required  for  consumption  in  the 
United  States,  and  was  bidding  fair,  says  the  me- 
morial, soon  to  meet  the  entire  consumption. 

The  reduction  of  duties  which  took  place  upon 
the  passage  of  the  compromise  act,  operated  disas- 
trously upon  the  sugar  growing  interests.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  estates  have  been  compelled  to 
abandon  the  business,  and  the  further  action  of  the 
present  system,  introduced  by  that  bill,  threatens  to 
annihilate  that  important  branch  of  national  indus- 
try. Some  statistical  estimates  are  given  going  to 
show  the  profits  of  sugar  growing  under  existing 
prices.  The  capital  now  invested  in  the  business 
is  reckoned  at  fifty-two  millions,  many  improve- 
ments in  machinery  having  been  added  of  late  years 
to  increase  the  value  of  estates. 

The  average  annual  crop  is  estimated  at  70,000 
hhds.  or  70  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and  350.000 
gallons  of  molasses.  At  6 cents  for  sugar  and  20 
cents  for  molasses,  the  product  of  the  crop  would 
be  $4,900,000;  expences  reckoned  at  $2,000,000, 
the  nett  balance  would  be  $2,900,000,  ot  about  5 1-2 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested.  At  5 cents  for  su- 
gar and  17  cents  for  molasses,  the  nett  product  would 
yield  4 per  cent  on  the  capital;  at  4 cents  and  16 
cants,  the  nett  product  would  yield  2S-10thsper 
cent. 

The  memorial  states  that  in  Louisiana,  sugar  can- 
not be  raised  lor  less  than  5 1-2  cents  per  pound. — 
In  the  West  India  islands,  with  their  advantages  of 
climate  and  cheap  operations,  Muscovadoes  can  be 


produced  so  as  to  yield  a fair  remuneration  at  2 1-2 
and  3 cents.  Under  Ihese  circumstances,  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  heavy  investments  in  the  sugar  busi- 
ness which  have  been  made  in  Louisiana  would 
never  have  taken  place  had  not  a continuance  of 
protection  been  relied  on.  It  is  further  urged  that 
while  a protective  duty  would  enable  this  languish- 
ing interest  to  revive  again  in  the  stale,  the  aban- 
donment of  the  culture,  under  the  present  low  du- 
ties, would  not  operate  to  diminish  the  current  prices 
ol  the  commodity.  In  other  words,  under  a protec- 
tive duty,  the  prices  would  be  no  higher  than  they 
would  be  if  no  protection  were  extended.  This  is 
shown  by  a table  of  prices  from  1830  to  1839,  both 
inclusive,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  cost  of 
production  in  the  West  Indies  has  been  no  criterion 
of  the  selling  price,  which  has  always  risen  in  pro- 
portion as  the  supply  from  Louisiana  fell  short  of  its 
usual  average.  If  that  supply  were  withdrawn  al- 
together, the  West  India  producer  having  no  com- 
petition to  dread,  might  impose  his  own  price  upon 
the  commodity. 

We  may  here  add  that  this  consideration  is  of  great 
weight  in  reference  to  other  articles  besides  sugar. 
Duties  for  the  protection  of  home  manufactures  are 
said  to  raise  the  prices  of  articles  to  an  unnecessary 
height:  much  above  the  regular  price  based  upon  the 
cost  of  manufacture  in  Europe.  But  if  ourdomestic 
industry  were  left  entirely  without  protection,  so  that 
the  British  capitalist  and  manufacturer  might  com- 
mand the  market,  without  a competitor,  who  does 
not  see  that  prices  would  run  up  without  our  befng 
able  to  help  ourselves  ? The  demand  for  an  article 
would  regulate  its  price — not  the  cost  of  production; 
the  seller  would  require  not  what  the  thing  was 
worth,  but  what  he  believed  he  could  get. 

The  Louisiana  memorialists,  temperate  and  accu- 
rate in  their  language  and  statements,  conclude  by 
praying  congress  to  revive  the  duties  of  1816,  as  a 
measure  essentially  important  to  the  sugar  growing 
interests  in  the  United  States.  [Balt.  American. 

North  eastern  boundary.  The  following 
brief  and  lucid  statement  of  facts  respecting  the 
boundary  line  on  our  north  eastern  frontier,  is  co- 
pied from  the  Madisonian: 

In  bounding  the  United  States,  the  treaty  of  1783 
begins  atthe  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  mean- 
ing that  angle  made  by  a line  drawn  due  north  from 
the  head  waters  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  run  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  that  fall  into  the  sea,  thence  along 
said  highlands,  to  the  westermost  head  of  Connecti- 
cut river,  &c. 

There  being  no  monument  at  the  nothwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  it  becomes  uecessary  to  find  it  by 
running  out  these  lines. 

We  have  agreed  upon  the  head  waters  of  the  St. 
Croix  and  set  up  a monument,  about  which  there 
is  now'  no  dispute.  All  that  remains  to  be  done  is 
to  run  a due  north  line  thence  to  the  ridge  of  the  high- 
lands wtiich  divide  the  waters  as  described  in  the 
treaty,  and  there  is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

That  there  are  such  highlands,  so  dividing  the  wa- 
ters, every  body  knows  who  has  bestowed  a thought 
upon  the  face  of  the  country.  Every  map  shows  it. 
It  is  easy  to  run  a north  line,  and  yet  Great  Britain 
refuses  to  do  it. 

The  history  of  this  line  is  easily  traced,  and  it  can 
be  proved  beyond  a question  that  the  northwest  an- 
gle of  Nova  Scotia  was  as  well  known  as  any  spot 
could  be,  where  there  is  no  monument,  long  before 
the  making  of  the  treaty,  and  hence  it  was  selected 
as  a starting  point,  it  having  been  established  by 
the  British  authorities. 

In  1621,  the  king  granted  to  sir  William  Alexan- 
der, Nova  Scotia,  which  included  New  Brunswick. 
The  charter  bounds  the  west  line,  beginning  at  the 
extreme  west  point  of  Nova  Scotia,  now’  Cape  Sable, 
thence  across  the  mouth  of  a great  inlet  of  the  sea, 
now  Bay  ofFundy  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix; 
thence  up  that  river,  to  the  head  waters  of  the  same, 
and  thence  in  a north  line  to  the  great  river  of  Ca- 
nada, now  the  St.  Lawrence.  Thus  Nova  Scotia 
came  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  northwest  angle 
was  on  the  bank,  and  the  colony  bounded  north  by 
the  river.  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont 
w’ere  alike  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river,  and 
the  Canadas,  then  held  by  the  French,  on  the  south 
by  it.  Thus  matters  stood  till  1763,  when  Great 
Britain  conquered  Canada,  and  it  was  ceded  to  her 
by  France. 

In  that  year  the  king  issued  his  proclamation  or- 
ganizing a government  in  Canada,  and  bounding  the 
territory,  in  which  he  moved  the  south  line  of  that 
province  from  the  river  to  the  highlands  south,  thus 
taking  the  whole  valley  of  the  river  into  that  pro- 
vince, and  cut  off  a large  territory  from  N.  Scotia, 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  Some  of 
the  provinces  objected  to  this,  but  without  effect. 


Thus  the  northw  est  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  w as  taken 
from  the  river  and  placed  on  the  highlands,  which 
are  described  in  the  proclamation  as  they  are  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  to  be  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
w aters  which  run  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  sea. 

These  boundaries  were  established  in  1774  by  act 
of  parliament.  They  were  also  recognised  in  every 
commission  of  the  governors  of  the  several  provin- 
ces who  have  presided  over  them  from  that  day  to 
this.  The  west  line  of  Nova  Scotia,  (now  New 
Brunswick),  is  in  all  official  papprs,  and  upon  all 
maps,  aline  due  north  from  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
highland,  and  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
is  the  point  ol  intersection  of  these  lines. 

Thus  it  is  plain  that  the  provincial  west  line  of 
Nova  Scotia  has  been  well  known  since  1621,  and 
steadily  adhered  to  by  Great  Britain,  on  ailioccasion3 
where  she  speaks  ot  it  or  describes  it. 

It  is  equally  clear  that  she  has  never  assigned  but 
one  soutli  line  to  Canada,  and  thatis  along  the  high- 
lands which  divide  the  rivers  which  run  into  the 
St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea. 

It  will  be  equally  plain,  on  looking  into  the  trea- 
ty of  1783,  that  these  lines  were  then  adopted  and 
established  as  they  had  existed  from  1763,  and  as 
nearly  by  the  language  which  had  been  employed 
hitherto  to  describe  them  as  it  was  possible  to 
make  it. 

We  have  already  adverted  to  the  treaty  in  de- 
scribing the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  the 
starting  point  for  the  line  along  the  highlands.  The 
east  line  of  the  United  States  and  the  west  line  of 
New  Brunswick  is  equally  identical.  The  treaty 
says,  east  by  a line  from  the  mouth  of  St.  Croix  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  the  head  w'aters  thereof;  and 
thence  due  north,  to  the  aforesaid  highlands,  which 
divide  the  rivers  which  run  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea. 

No  truth  can  be  more  apparent  than  that  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  on  the  ridge  of  high- 
lands which  divide  these  waters,  and  at  the  point 
where  the  west  line  of  New  Brunswick  and  the 
south  line  of  Canada  intersect. 

Nor  can  any  truth  be  more  obvious  than  that  the 
treaty  lines  and  the  colonial  lines  are  at  this  point 
the  same,  and  hence,  it  is  assumed  in  the  treaty  that 
the  northwest  angle  is  a well  known  point.  Nor 
can  any  thing  be  more  certain  than  that  there  is  but 
one  range  of  highlands  which  can  by  possibility  di- 
vide such  waters. 

It  is  equally  certain  that  the  highlands  dividing 
these  waters  exist,  and  that  a line  due  north  liom  the 
monument  can  be  run,  and  will  fall  upon  them, and 
reach  a point  answering  exactly  to  the  treaty. 

These  are  facts  which  no  ingenuity  can  ever  al- 
ter or  modify,  and  we  are  led  to  inquire  how  Great 
Britain  can  evade  or  resist  their  lorce?  She  can 
neither  do  the  one  or  the  other  successfully. 

She  contends,  fust,  that  there  are  no  highlands  so 
dividing  the  waters,  because  the  rivers  running  to- 
wards the  Atlantic  all  fall  into  bays  of  the  sea  instead 
of  the  sea  itself.  She  thus  contends,  that  a river 
running  through  a bay  into  the  sea  does  not  tall  into 
the  sea,  and  that  bays  are  not  parts  of  the  sea.  Bays 
are,  however,  only  parts  of  the  great  sea  which  have 
had  names  assigned  to  them,  and  are  not  less  a por- 
tion of  the  sea  because  of  these  names.  It  might 
as  well  be  said  the  Gull  of  Mexico  is  no  part  of  the 
sea.  Besides,  it  is  agreed  that  the  commissioners 
who  made  the  treaty,  had  before  them  Mitchell’s 
map  of  this  part  of  the  country— on  which  all  the  ri- 
vers are  laid  down  as  running  through  bays — which 
proves,  conclusively,  that  in  speaking  of  rivers  fall- 
ing into  the  sea,  they  meant  those  flowing  through 
bays,  and  could  mean  no  others. 

Then  Great  Britain  has  concluded  that  by  high- 
lands is  meant  mountains — while  the  treaty  only 
requires  land  high  enough  to  divide  the  waters. — 
But  in  truth,  the  general  range  is  elevated,  as  has 
been  ascertained,  over  2,000  leet  above  the  sea. 

This  is  all  the  justification  Great  Britain  has  for 
all  this  delay  and  controversy.  A jury  in  West- 
minster hall,  of  her  own  citizens,  would  decide 
against  her  W'ithout  leaving  the  box. 

Now,  let  us  take  care  that  matters  do  not  get  con- 
founded by  the  ingenuity  of  the  diplomatists.  We 
are  at  this  moment,  in  danger  of  falling  into  a con- 
troversy about  an  agreement  made  last  year  about 
the  occupancy  of  what  is  called  the  disputed  territo- 
ry. Let  us  take  care  that  attention  is  not  diverted 
from  the  true  question  by  this  important  matter. — 
We  should  hold  firmly  to  the  treaty,  and  the  line 
described  in  it,  for  Great  Britain  can  never  put  us 
in  the  wrong  here.  Our  right  is  clear — strong- 
decisive.  It  is  easily  understood  by  the  most  care- 
less observer,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  mysti- 
fying it  or  rendering  it  doubtful. 

Reorganization  of  the  militia.  Letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
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niltee  on  the  militia,  explanatory  of  the  plan  lor 
^organizing  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  here- 
tofore submitted  to  the  house,  &c.  April  9,  1840, 
. sad,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

House  of  representatives,  March  6,  1840. 

Sm:  There  are  several  points  in  your  proposed 
reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
which  present  a contrariety  of  opinions  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  militia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, and  they  request  me  to  address  you  for  the 
purpose  of  suggesting  such  difficulties  as  present 
themselves,  apd  to  ascertain  a more  full  exposition 
of  your  views,  so  that  we  may  act  with  all  the  in- 
formation that  can  be  obtained,  as  connected  with 
the  subject. 

By  the  14th  proposition  of  the  system,  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  is  divided  into  ten  districts, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  New  York,  each  district 
is  composed  of  two,  or  more  states.  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  president  is  empowered  to  call 
out  the  whole  force  of  any  one  of  the  districts  at 
the  same  time,  and  at  any  point  he  may  designate? 

The  interpretation  of  the  “territory  of  the  United 
States,”  is  by  some  understood  to  mean  the  public 
lands  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  cannot  em- 
brace the  limits  of  the  several  states  unles  there  be 
a misconstruction  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  declares  “a  well-regulated  militia 
as  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a free  state.” 

By  the  17th  proposition,  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent to  call  forth  and  assemble  such  numbers  of  the 
active  force  of  the  militia  as  he  may  deem  necessa- 
ry, and  subject  them  to  such  regulations  as  he  may 
think  proper  to  adopt  for  their  instruction,  disci- 
pline and  improvement  in  military  knowledge,  is 
an  organization  supposed  to  be  incompatible  "with 
the  8th  section  ofthe  1st  article  of  the  constitution, 
that  provides  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  and  re- 
serves to  the  states,  respectively,  the  appointment 
of  the  officers  and  the  authority  of  training  the  mili- 
tia according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  con- 
gress.” 

With  a sincere  desire  to  effect  the  object  of  re- 
organizing, and  more  fully  disciplining  the  militia, 
the  great  bulwarkof  the  country, you  will  not  deem 
it  importunate  that  we  thus  freely  confer  with  you 
Upon  the  subject.  With  great  respect,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  GEORGE  M.  KEIM, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  militia. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

War  department,  April  8,  1S40. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  stating  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  suggested  themselves  to  the  com- 
mittee to  which  was  referred  the  plan  for  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
desiring  to  ascertain  my  views  more  fully  than  they 
are  stated  in  the  plan  presented  to  the  house. 

The  details  of  the  plan  for  reorganizing  the  mili- 
tia having  been  called  for  by  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee, I took  it  for  granted  that  this  course  would 
be  pursued,  and,  to  avoid  being  tedious,  did  not  en- 
ter into  more  minute  explanations.  I therefore 
avail  inyself,  with  pleasure,  of  the  opportunity  now 
afforded  me  to  reply  to  the  objections  which  have 
presented  themselves  to  the  committee.  The  pro- 
position to  divide  the  territory  ofthe  United  States, 
by  which  is  here  meant  the  area  embraced  by  the 
geographical  boundaries  ot  the  whole  confederacy, 
is  intended  for  military  purposes,  in  order  that  each 
district  inay  be  commanded  by  one  officer,  who 
would  have  the  general  direction  of  the  regulars 
and  militia  within  the  district;  but  the  plan  contem- 
plated that  the  power  of  the  president  to  call  out 
this  militia  should  be  restricted  to  assembling  the 
militia  of  each  state  within  its  own  territorial  limits. 

With  regard  to  the  17th  article,  the  same  difficul- 
ty which  presented  itself  to  the  committee,  occurred 
to  me  when  considering  this  subject,  viz:  that  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution  which  restricts  the  power 
of  congress  over  the  militia  to  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  them,  reserving  to  the  states  re- 
spectively the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the 
authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  congress.  Although  the 
word  “disciplining”  is  susceptible  of  a different  in- 
terpretation from  that  given  to  it  here,  yet  the  sub- 
sequent reservation  to  the  states  of  the  power  to 
train  the  militia  according  to  the  system  of  dicipline 
adopted  by  congress  would  seem  to  define  its  mean- 
ing; and  as  we  cannot  be  too  scrupulous  in  our  in- 
terpretation of  the  constitution,  I propose  that,  in 
the  event  of  its  becoming  necessaiy  to  resort  to 
draughts  in  order  to  fill  the  ranks  ofthe  active  rlass 
of  militia,  to  apply  to  the  states  to  place  by  law  their 
contingents  at  the  disposition  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, lor  a period  not  more  than  thirty  days  of  every 
year,  lor  the  purpose  of  their  being  trained  in  con- 
junction with  regular  troops,  and  by  veteran  officers. 
It  is  not  probable  that  this  co-operation  will  be 


withheld  by  any  state  when  the  advantages  are  pre- 
sented to  it  of  possessing  a body  of  well-organized, 
well-armed,  and  well-disciplined  militia,  without 
any  expense  either  to  the  states  or  to  the  citizens 
thereof;  and  when  they  are  made  aware  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  govei nment  to  assemble  such 
militia  at  convenient  points  within  each  state,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  depots  of  arms,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  as  part  ofthe  system. 

I am,  however,  led  to  believe,  from  the  character 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  from  circumstances 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  it  will 
scarcely  be  necessary  to  resort  to  militia  draughts 
in  order  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  active  class.  The 
volunteer  corps  have  generally  evinced  so  much  ea- 
gerness to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  an  association  with  regulars,  and  so 
much  zeal  and  proper  feeling,  by  profering  their 
services  on  all  occasions  when  they  might  be  use- 
ful, that  1 cannot  doubt,  if  the  president  were  au- 
thorised to  receive  them  into  the  service  ofthe 
United  States,  a sufficient  body  of  volunteers  with- 
in the  prescribed  age  might  be  enrolled,  and  the 
necessity  for  draughts  altogether  avoided.  I pro- 
pose, therefore,  that  this  authority  be  granted;  but 
restricted  so  as  to  limit  the  time,  even  of  voluntary 
service,  to  a period  not  exceeding  thirty  days  in 
each  year.  Aware,  however,  of  the  importance 
and  comprehensiveness  of  this  subject,  together 
with  the  many  difficulties  which  surround  it,  it  is  by 
no  means  my  desire  to  precipitate  the  action  of  con- 
gress upon  a question  of  such  magnitude  and  con- 
sequences. Subsequent  reflection  and  discussion 
have  but  strengthened  my  conviction  of  the  pro- 
priety, practicability  and  expediency,  of  the  pro- 
posed plan  in  its  essential  features,  which  I am 
persuaded  have  but  to  be  examined  with  a candid 
mind  and  patriotic  feeling,  to  secure  general  appro- 
bation. But  these  very  considerations  make  it  but 
the  more  imperative  that  it  should  receive  the  ful- 
lest and  most  mature  consideration, even  should  this 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  final  action  upon  it, 
at  the  present  session  of  congress.  It  is,  perhaps, 
universally  proper  that  questions,  involving,  in  a 
high  degree,  the  great  interests  of  the  people,  should 
be  subjected  to  popular,  as  well  as  legislative  in- 
vestigation. An  ordeal  to  which  the  system  pro- 
posed will  be  most  cheerfully  submitted.  If,  on 
maturer  deliberation,  there  be  any  thing  found  in 
the  system  itself,  or  in  its  details,  which  conflicts 
with  the  rights  of  the  states,  or  with  the  interests 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  the  objectionable  parts  may 
be  amended  or  expunged,  or  the  whole  system  al- 
tered or  abandoned. 

If  the  committee  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
situation  of  the  country  requires  the  adoption  of 
some  immediate  measure  to  render  the  militia  force 
more  available  for  defence  than  it  now  is,  it  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  that  the  plan  submitted  by  the 
department  of  war  last  year  and  the  year  before, 
would  not  only  prove  efficient,  but  would  test  the 
practicability  ofthe  measure  now  proposed. 

That  plan  contemplated  authorising  the  president 
to  receive  into  the  service  for  a given  number  of 

days  in  the  year,  volunteers  to  the  amount  of 

men,  at  such  points  as  he  may  designate,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  trained  and  disciplined,  and  made 
acquainted  with  the  duties  they  would  have  to  per- 
forin at  the  stalions  they  might  be  required  to  de- 
fend in  the  event  of  any  sudden  emergency.  At 
this  moment  the  most  important  of  oilr  naval  stations 
and  most  valuable  cities  are  exposed  to  be  destroyed 
or  taken,  although  there  are  brave  men  enough  to 
defend  them;  but  who  require  previous  concert  and 
more  perfect  training,  to  render  them  efficient.  I 
am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  G.  M.  Keim,  chairman  ofthe  committee  of 
the  militia,  H.  R. 

Commercial  relations  with  foreign  coun- 
tries. A report  has  been  published  from  the  de- 
partment of  state  of  the  United  States,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a resolution  adopted  by  the  senate  at  the 
last  session  of  congress,  showing  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  fo- 
reign nations.  In  1815  congress  enacted  a law  re- 
pealing all  discriminating  duties  upon  foreign  ves- 
sels and  cargoes,  to  take  effect  in  favor  of  any 
foreign  nation  “whenever  the  president  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  discriminating  or  countervailing 
duties  of  such  foreign  nation,  so  far  as  they  operate 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
abolished.”  Twelve  nations,  viz: — Austria,  Brazil, 
Central  America,  Denmark,  Ecuador,  Greece,  the 
Hanseatic  Cities,  Prussia,  Russia, Sardinia,  Sweden 
and  Venezuela  have  met  the  proposition  in  a spirit 
of  liberality.  In  the  ports  of  all  these  countries, 
American  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  whether  the 


produce  of  the  United  States  or  not,  are  admitted 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  vessels  of  those  countries 
respectively.  If  outward  bound,  they  are  entitled 
to  the  same  drawback  or  bounties  on  goods  export- 
ed, as  domestic  vessels  are. 

With  Great  Britain,  France,  the  Netherlands, 
Mexico  and  Texas,  our  commercial  relations  are 
of  a more  restricted  character.  These  nations  se- 
verally confine  the  principle  of  equality  to  the  di- 
rect trade.  That  is  to  say  Great  Britain  admits  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  into  her  ports  on  pay- 
ment of  the  same  tonnage  duties  and  charges  as 
British  vessels,  with  these  conditions:  1st.  That 
the  vessel  be  built  and  owned  in  the  United  States, 
and  navigated  by  a masterandcrew  three-fourths  of 
which  are  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  2d. 
That  the  goods  composing  the  cargo  be  the  pro- 
duce ofthe  United  States,  which  in  practice  limits 
the  import  trade  to  the  direct  intercourse  between 
one  country  and  the  other.  The  trade  of  the  U. 
States  with  the  British  colonial  possessions  is  re- 
gulated by  treaty  stipulations  or  by  diplomatic  ar- 
rangement. In  all  cases,  however,  some  restric- 
tions are  observed,  giving  an  advantage,  in  general 
trade,  to  British  bottoms.  The  importation  from  the 
United  States  of  all  goods  but  those  of  their  own 
produce  is  mostly  prohibited. 

France  admits  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
into  her  ports  on  payment  of  a discriminating  duty 
of  five  francs  or  ninety-four  cents  per  ton,  over  and 
above  that  paid  by  French  vessels.  In  the  impor- 
tation of  articles  the  produce  of  the  United  States 
no  difference  is  made  between  French  and  Ameri- 
can vessels;  but  in  reference  to  other  articles  the 
discriminating  duty  prevails  in  favor  of  French 
bottoms. 

In  the  Java  trade,  under  the  government  of  the 
Netheilands,  the  productions  of  the  United  States 
and  of  other  countries,  are  admitted  at  a duty  of 
seven  and  four-filths  per  cent,  ad  valorem  if  im- 
ported in  Dutch  vessels,  and  fifteen  and  three-fifths 
percent,  advalorem  if  imported  in  vessels  belong- 
ing,.^ the  United  States. 

Chili  and  the  Ottoman  dominions  admit  our  ves- 
sels and  productions  upon  the  fooling  of  the  most 
favored  nations — reserving  the  privilege  of  giving  a 
preference  to  their  own.  Nine  powers,  viz:  the 
Argentine  confederation,  Belgium,  China,  Hayti, 
New  Grenada,  Portugal,  Spain,  the  Two  Sicilies 
and  Uraguay  are  left  free  to  deal  with  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States  as  they 
may  think  proper,  without  any  other  check  than 
ourcountervailinglegislative  provisions.  With  three 
of  them,  however,  Belgium,  Portugal  and  the  Two 
Sicilies,  negotiations  are  on  foot  for  the  conclusion 
of  commercial  treaties.  [ Balt  Amer. 

ARMY. 

Just  as  our  paper  was  ready  for  the  press,  we 
learned  that  brigadier  general  Taylor  had  been  re- 
lieved, at  his  own  request,  from  the  command  of 
the  troops  in  Florida,  and  that  brigadier  general  W. 
K.  Armistead,  ofthe  3d  artillery,  had  been  ordered 
to  succeed  him.  The  change  to  take  place  on  the 
1st  of  May.  \_A.  fy  N.  Chron. 

Col.  Pierce,  commander  of  the  first  regiment  of 
artillery,  who  has  served  with  distinction  in  the 
Florida  war,  as  well  as  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  arrived  in  Boston  on  the  22d  ult.  with  a 
battalion  of  his  regiment,  in  eight  days  march  from 
Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.on  his  way  to  the  Maine  fron- 
tier. He  had  lost  none  of  his  command  either  by 
sickness  or  desertion. 

Appointment  of  married  men  in  the  army.  Among 
Ihe  regulations  of  the  war  department  respecting 
the  appointment  in  the  army  of  persons  from  civil 
life,  there  is  one  stating  that  no  candidate  will  be 
examined  who  is  married.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  of  the  23d  ult.  publishes  an  extract  from 
a report  made  to  the  secretary  of  war  giving  the 
reasons  of  this  regulation.  It  is  stated  that  the  pay 
of  a second  lieutenant,  about  $780  a year,  is  not 
more  than  adequate  to  his  own  support  in  the  dress 
and  appearance  which  his  profession  requires;  his 
transportation  allowance  of  10  cents  per  mile  will 
not  do  more  than  pay  his  individual  travelling  ex- 
penses; his  quarters  when  in  garrison  are  too  small 
ior  the  accommodation  of  a family;  and  the  duties  of 
the  younger  officers  require  their  presence  almost 
continually  with  their  companies  in  the  field. — 
These  considerations  it  is  thought  are  sufficiently 
strong  to  authorise  the  adoption  ofthe  above  named 
regulation. 

NAVAL. 

Circular  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  United  Slates 
navy. 

Navy  Department,  5th  Nov.  1S39. 

Sir:  In  future  after  holding  a survey  or  exami- 
nation on  any  officer  of  the  navy,  you  will  content 
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yourself  with  staling,  distinctly,  whether  you  con- 
sider him  capable  of  performing  duty  or  not. 

Any  other  decision  will  be  disregarded  by  the 
department. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’f, 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

The  steam  frigate  at  Philadelphia  has  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  persons  engaged  at  work  upon  her. 

The  United  States  ship  Warren  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola on  the  15th  ult.  after  a five  mouth’s  cruise  on 
the  north  side  of  Cuba.  Officers  and  crew  in  good 
health. 

The  court  martial  in  the  case  of  com.  Elliott  is 
ordered  to  assemble  on  ttie  first  Monday  ir,  May, 
and  not  the  fourth,  as  mentioned  heretofore.  Com- 
modores Crane  and  Renshaw  have  been  excused 
from  serving  as  members,  and  commodore  E.  P. 
Kennedy  and  captain  Eoxhall  A.  Parker  been  or- 
dered in  their  stead. 

Our  fellow  citizen,  Laurent  Rousseau,  post  capt. 
in  the  United  States  navy,  we  are  informed,  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  proceed  immediately  to  Pensacola, 
to  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian. 

\New  Orleans  Cour. 

The  following  is  from  the  estimates  of  the  com- 
missioners of  ttie  navy  for  1840: 

The  United  States,  second  only  to  Great  Britain 
as  a commercial  nation,  contemplate  keeping  in 
commission  during  the  present  year — 1 ship  of  90 
guns,  4 ol  52,  do.  2 of  46,  do.  12  ol  24,  do.  2 ol  20, 
tio.  5 of  16,  do.  7 of  10,  do.  1 steamer.  34  vessels, 
mounting  868  guns. 

From  the  N.  Y.  American. 

Mr.  Editor:  Sir:  In  your  paper,  a few  evenings 
since,  you  say  congress  ought  to  create  the  rankol 
rear  admiral  in  our  navy.  Not  being  a nautical  man, 
■will  you  be  good  enough  to  explain  the  different 
grades,  and  relative  rank  of  admirals  in  other  coun- 
tries— say,  for  instance,  England. 

A Subscriber. 

New  'York,  24 th  April,  1840. 

The  rank  of  admiral  is  of  three  grades;  rear-ad- 
miral, first  above  post  captain,  who  carries  his 
square  flag  at  the  inizzen-mast  head;  vice-admiral, 
next  above,  who  carries  his  square  flag  at  the  fore 
mast  head;  and  admiral,  the  highest  rank,  who  car- 
ries his  flag  at  the  main. 

The  rank  of  commodore  is  now  almost  exclusive- 
ly American,  we  believe,  and  only  means  a post- 
captain in  command  of  a squadron.  There  is  no 
commission  of  commodore.  The  flag  that  designates 
this  command  is  a broad,  swallow-tailed  pennant 
worn  at  ttie  main. 

The  rank  of  admiral,  if  only  the  grade  of  rear- 
admiral,  is  most  important  to  preserve  discipline 
and  subordination  among  our  under  naval  officers, 
and  in  order  to  place  our  naval  commanders  on  an 
equality,  on  foreign  stations,  with  the  commanders 
they  meet  of  other  nations. 

It  is  injudicious  to  place  too  captains  on  board 
one  man-of-war,  as  is  now  the  custom, — for  there  is 
do  law  authorising  the  rank  of  commodore.  The 
title  is  one  of  courtesy,  even  when  used  by  the 
navy  department. 

Pardon.  The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  contains 
a letter  from  Pensacola  of  the  11th  ult  ivhich  states 
that  in  the  case  of  Fleming  Livingston,  the  sailor  who 
was  condemned  to  be  hung  for  mutiny,  and  who,  it 
W'as  supposed,  had  been  hung  on  the  10th,  a pardon 
had  been  received  from  the  president,  on  ttie  ground 
that  Livingston’s  offence  was  only  one  instance  of 
unbridled  passion,  and  his  death  did  not  seem  ne- 
cessary for  the  preservation  of  the  discipline  of  the 
squadron,  as  it  appeared  from  evidence  that  he  had 
called  but  in  vain,  upon  the  iest  of  the  crew  to  as- 
sist him. 

The  scaffold  was  rigged,  the  coffin  made,  the 
different  crews  assembled,  and  in  fact,  every  prepa- 
ration made  for  his  execution,  and  on  the  man’s  being 
led  out,  dressed  in  white,  with  the  white  cap  on, 
the  marine  officer  advanced,  and  read  what  was 
supposed  to  be  his  death  warrant,  but  which  was 
soon  known,  by  signal  from  the  frigate,  to  be  his 
■pardon  from  the  president.  Livingston  was  so  much 
overcome,  that  it  was  a long  while  before  he  could 
speak.  His  first  motion  was  to  seize  the  Bible, 
and  kissing  it,  promised  never  to  touch  intoxicating 
drinks  again. 

NATIONAL  COURTESY. 

Navy  Department,  nth  April,  1340. 

Sir  : I have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  a copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  duke  of  Dalmatia  to  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  conveying  to  you  the 
thanks  of  the  French  government  for  assistance 
rendered  to  a merchant  vessel  of  that  nation,  com- 
manded by  captain  Estellon.  A copy  of  captain 
Estellon’s  report  of  the  circumstance  is  annexed. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  servant, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Com.  J.  B.  Nicholson,  V.  S.  ship  Independence,  New 

York. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  the  due  of  Dalmatia  to  gen. 
Cass,  United  States  minister,  &c.  to  France. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
closed extract  of  a report  addressed  to  the  commis- 
sary of  the  navy  at  Marseilles,  by  Mr.  Estellon, 
commanding  the  ship  (name  illegible)  of  Bordeaux. 
Mr.  Estellon  therein  expresses  his  gratitude  for  the 
services  which  bad  been  rendered  to  him,  when  his 
ship  was  aground  on  the  Isles  of  Sunda,  by  the  U. 
States  squadron  on  the  Brazil  station. 

I shall  be  obliged  to  you,  general,  to  bring  this 
fact  to  the  cognizance  of  your  government,  and  to 
express,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty’s  government, 
their  thanks  to  the  commander  of  the  American 
squadron,  for  his  good  offices  towards  the  crew  of 
the  ship. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Marshal,  Due  of  Dalmatia. 

Paris,  29 th  October,  1839. 

Report  of  captain  Estellon,  commanding  ship , 

at  the  port  of  Marseilles. 

Marseilles.  24 th  August. 

Sip.:  Having  left  this  port  on  the  3 1st  of  July, 
1838,  bound  for  Sumatra,  touching  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
with  a cargo  of  wine  for  the  latter  and  thirteen 
casks  of  Spanish  dollars  for  the  former  place,  I left 
the  Strait  on  ttie  7th  of  August,  and  directed  my 
course  towards  the  line,  which  I passed  the  8th 
September. 

On  the  23rd,  I anchored  at  Rio  Janeiro.  I set 
sail  on  the  25th  of  October  for  the  coast  of  Suma- 
tra; but,  having  run  aground  in  beating  about  the 
bay,  I received  every  species  of  assistance  from 
the  American  squadron,  which  enabled  me  to  ex- 
tricate myself. 

Alter  having  manifested  my  gratitude  to  the 
commander,  I addressed  a letter  to  baron  Rouen, 
French  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  Brazils,  in 
which  I made  him  acquainted  with  the  kind  refusal 
of  the  commodore  of  pay  for  the  hawsers  which 
had  been  broken  while  assisting  me  in  raising  my 
vessel,  mentioning,  “that  under  similar  circumstan- 
ces, he  had  no  doubt  but  that  a French  vessel  would 
have  acted  in  the  same  manner  towards  one  of  his 
nation.”  The  next  morning  I left  the  port,  &c. 

(Signed)  Estellon. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

VERMONT. 

Liberation  of  a murderer.  The  liberation  of  Dr. 
Holmes,  the  Canadian  murderer,  by  the  civil  au- 
thorities of  Vermont,  is  an  outrage  upon  decency, 
and  alike  disgraceful  to  that  state,  and  the  nation. 
Holmes,  by  his  own  confession,  is  one  of  the  most 
atrocious  murderers  that  ever  went  unhung.  So 
near  as  we  can  remember,  the  facts  were  substau- 
tiantially  as  follows:  Holmes  was  a physician  in 
Canada,  and  after  seducing  the  wife  of  his  neigh- 
bor, a respectable  citizen  of  Canada,  he  persuaded 
her  to  leave  the  house  of  her  husband.  He  ac- 
companied her  from  her  home  to  a distant  town  in 
Canaria,  and  afterwards  went  back,  and  persuaded 
her  husband  to  accompany  him  in  a sleigh  in  pur- 
suit of  his  wife. 

On  the  road,  in  a secluded  spot,  and  in  the  night 
he  stabbed  the  husband  to  the  heart,  and  buried 
him  in  the  snow,  where  he  was  soon  afterwards 
found  dead  in  his  bloody  clothes.  The  sleigh  and 
harness  were  discovered  bloody,  which  led  to  the 
suspicion  of  Holmes.  Finding  that  he  was  de- 
tected, he  fled  to  Vermont,  and  in  Burlington  he 
boasted  that  he  had  killed  the  husband  in  a duel, 
and  claimed  the  interest  of  the  “sympathizers”  in 
favor  of  the  poor  Canadian  patriots,  who  were  at 
that  time  numerous  in  Vermont. 

Soon  afterwards,  however,  the  body  of  the  husband 
was  discovered,  an  indictment  for  murder  found 
against  Holmes,  and  a demand  for  him  was  made 
by  the  governor  of  Canada,  on  the  governor  of  Ver- 
mont. The  governor  decided  to  deliver  him  up  to 
ttie  Canadian  authorities.  On  this,  a writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  was  issued  for  his  liberation.  At  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  governor  of  Vermont 
referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  The  president  referred  it  back 
again  to  the  governor  of  Vermont,  declaring  that 
the  governor  had  full  power  to  act  in  the  premises. 
It  was  then  reasonably  supposed,  that  this  diaboli- 
cal murderer  would  be  delivered  up  to  be  tried  by 
the  Canadian  authorities. 

But  the  supreme  court  have  again  interposed 
their  habeas  corpus,  and  the  seducer  and  cold 
blooded  assassin  has  been  liberated  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  him  to  cheat  the  gallows  of  a worthy 
victim,  and  to  enable  him  to  perpetrate  some  new 
act  of  atrocity  in  this  country.  We  undertake  to 
say  that  such  an  outrageous  decision  would  not 
have  been  made  by  any  other  government,  whether 
civilized  or  savage,  on  the  lace  of  the  globe. 

[ Boston  Gazette, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Legislative  reform.  A reduction  of  the  represen- 
tation in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  is  about  to  take  place,  the 
people  of  that  state  having  ratified  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  to  that  effect.  The  forty  sena- 
tors are  to  be  apportioned  among  the  districts  accord- 
ing to  population,  and  the  provision  by  which 
counsellors  were  required  to  be  chosen  lrom  among 
the  senators,  before  they  could  be  chosen  lrom  the 
people  at  large,  is  abolished.  A census  of  the  in- 
habitants is  to  be  taken  in  May. 

Commerce  of  Boston  on  the  increase.  The  num- 
ber of  foreign  arrivals  from  January  1st  to  April 
18th,  1840,  was  255— during  the  corresponding  time 
of  the  last  year,  246 — increase,  9.  The  number  of 
foreign  clearances  from  January  1st  to  April  lStlr, 
1840,  was  254— during  the  same  time  last  year,  251 
— increase,  3. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election  returns.  The  following  table  exhibits 
the  result  of  the  recent  election,  as  compared  with 
the  election  of  1839. 

1S40.  1839. 
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KENT  COUNTY. 

429 

1,105 

Warwick 

280  121 

212 

10 

110 

E.  Greenwich 

116  52 

81 

3 

59 

W.  Greenwich 

75  92 

42 

— 

52 

Coventry 

204  141 

143 

— 

131 

. ■—  . 

■■ 

" 

* 

675  406 

WASHINGTON 

478 

COUNTY, 

13 

352 

N.  Kingstown 

77  165 

54 

5 

130 

S.  Kingstown 

236  156 

169 

— 

174 

Hopkinson 

89  99 

— 

— maj.  53 

Charlestown 

38  65 

32 

— 

62 

Exeter 

46  122 

24 

— 

82 

Richmond 

57  65 

32 

— 

66 

Westerly 

105  75 

77 

— 

75 



— 

— — 

— 

643  747  383 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

5 

194 

Barrington 

43  21 

31 

8 

24 

Warren 

171  28 

102 

1 

22 

Bristol 

188  101 

60 

2 

148 

402  150  202  11  194 

NEWPORT  COUNTY. 


Newport 

375 

155 

329 

5 

143 

Middletown 

73 

17 

48  maj 

. — 

— 

Portsmouth 

116 

68 

4 1 maj 

1 — 

Lit.  Compton 

85 

36 

54 

— 

22 

Tiverton 

101 

126 

59 

— 

101 

Jamestown 

25 

23 

. — 

■ maj.  4 

N.  Shoreham 

— 

— 

— 

maj. 21 

775 

425 

531 

5 

321 

RECAPITULATION. 

King. 

Carpen- 

ter. 

Sprague.  Burges. 

Providence 

2,153 

1,527 

1,173 

429 

1,105 

Kent 

675 

406 

478 

19 

352 

Washington 

6-18 

747 

388 

5 

642 

Bristol 

402 

150 

202 

11 

194 

Newport 

775 

425 

531 

5 

32  L 

•1,653 

3,255 

2,772 

463 

2,614 

The  whole  whig  vote  lor  1840  is 

4,653 

The  administration  vote  “ 

1 is 

3,255 

AVhole  No.  of  scat,  votes  in  (he  state 

77 

Whig  majority  in  the  state, 

1,320 

New  Shoreham  is  the  only  town  remaining  to  be 
heard  from. 


Complete  returns  of  the  recent  election  in  Rhode 
Island  are  furnished  in  ttie  Providence  Journal  of 


Monday. 

For  Samuel  Ward  King,  whig  governor,  4,812 
For  gen.  Carpenter,  adm.  candidate;  3,426 

Scattering,  77 


Whole  number  of  votes,  8,315 

King’s  majority  over  Carpenter,  1,386 

King’s  majority  over  all,  1,313 

Net  whig  gain  since  last  August,  taking 
the  average  majorities  in  that  election,  970 
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This  is  the  largest  number  of  votes  ever  polled 
3t  any  election  in  Rhode  Island. 

Tne  general  assembly  stands  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, 43  whigs,  24  administration  men — 
whig  majority,  24.  In  the  senate  11  whigs;  whig 
majority  on  joint  ballot  35. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut  election.  The  following  are  the  re- 
turns from  nearly  every  town  in  the  state. 


1840. 


1839. 


Counties. 

Whig. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 

V.  B. 

Hartford, 

6,048 

4,684 

5,239 

4,085 

New  Haven, 

4,559 

3,772 

4,225 

3,794 

Middlesex, 

2,257 

2,275 

2,056 

2.224 

New  London, 

3,339 

2,845 

3,099 

2,973 

Fairfield, 

4,25S 

3,438 

3,915 

3,603 

Litchfield, 

4,026 

3,549 

3,928 

3,503 

Windham, 

2,636 

2,417 

2,241 

2,124 

Tolland, 

1,949 

1,567 

1,655 

1,402 

29,122 

24,547 

26,358 

23,708 

24.940 

24,799 

Whig  maj. 

4,462 

1,559 

1,559 

Whig  gain, 

2,623 

The  scattering  votes  in  1839  were  1,071 — in  1840, 
93. 

Four  or  five  small  towns  are  yet  to  be  heard  from. 
Last  year  they  were  nearly  balanced. 

Last  year  the  whigs  elected  15,  and  the  adm.  6 
senators.  This  year  the  whigs  have  19  and  the 
adm.  3.  In  the  house  of  representatives  the  whig 
majority  is  some  ten  or  twelve  more  than  it  was 
last  year. 

Senators  elected. 

District  No.  1. — Jos.  Allyn,  of  Hartford. 

2.  — Solomon  Cole,  of  Glastenbury. 

3.  — William  Selby,  of  Hartland. 

4.  — Eleazer  Warner,  of  North  Haven. 

5.  — Orin  Plumb.* 

6. — Edgar  Atwater,  of  Wallington. 

7.  — Asa  Fish,  of  Stonington. 

8.  — Henry  Strong,  of  Norwich. 

9.  — Samuel  C.  Selden,  of  Lyme. 

10. — Abraham  D.  Baldwin,  of  Fairfield. 

11.  — Henry  Ruggles,  of  Brookfield. 

12.  — Joshua  B.  Ferris,  of  Stanford. 

13.  — Jospph  Eaton,  of  Plainfield. 

14.  — Job  Williams,  of  Pomlret. 

15.  — L.  Hitchcock,  of  Barkhamsed. 

16.  — Eli  Potter,*  of  Plymouth. 

17.  — Nathaniel  P.  Perry,  of  Kent. 

18  — S.  K.  Wightman,*  of  Middletown. 

19.  — Eliph.  A.  Bulkley,  of  E.  Haddan. 

20.  — Elisha  Sterns,  of  Tolland. 

21.  — Abner  Hender,  of  Hebron. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  work  done  in  the  assembly  of  this  state  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  was  exceedingly  interesting. 

Three  bills  of  the  highest  importance  received  the 
sanction  of  that  body — that  providing  aid  to  New 
York  and  Erie  railroad — that  respecting  the  cur- 
rency— and  that,  providing  funds  for  carrying  on  the 
public  works. 

New  York  may  well  be  proud  of  the  intelligent 
energy  manifested  in  this  steady  and  consistent 
march  of  her  whig  legislature  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare and  honor  of  the  state.  [N.  Y.  Amer. 

A bill  requiring  all  the  banks  in  tire  state  of  New 
York  to  redeem  their  notes  at  half  of  one  per  cent, 
discount,  either  in  New  York  or  Albany,  has  pass- 
ed both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

Internal  improvements.  The  legislature  last  week 
passed  the  bills  in  aid  of  the  New  York  and  Erie, 
Hudson  and  Berkshire,  Auburn  and  Rochester,  and 
Long  Island  rail  roads.  They  had  previously  pass- 
ed the  appropriations  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Black 
River  and  Genesee  Valley  canals.  The  appropria- 
tions, so  far,  are  as  follows: 

Erie  canal  enlargement,  - - 2,500,000 

Genesee  Valley  canal,  ...  500,000 

Black  River  canal,  - . - 250,000 

N.  Y.  and  Erie  rail  road,  - - - 400,000 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  rail  road,  - 150,000 

Auburn  and  Rochester  rail  road,  - 200,000 

Long  Island  railroad,  - 100,000 


$4,100,0(1 

In  addition,  the  bill  appropriating  $100,000  i 
aid  of  the  Harletn  rail  road  has  passed  the  senaf 
and  the  bills  in  aid  of  the  Tonewanda  rail  road,  an 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Oneida  Lake  canal  and  fee< 
er,  (the  former  $100,000  and  the  latter  $50,000 
have  passed  the  assembly. 

The  impeachment  cose — against  justice  Merritt. 
writ  of  quo  warranto  was  received  on  Saturday  t 


Those  marked  thus  * are  administration. 


shmiff  Acker,  from  the  supreme  court  at  Albany, 
directed  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  calling  upon 
them  to  show  upon  what  authoiity  they  sat  as 
judges  in  the  county  court — or  to  this  effect.  It  is 
returnable  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  abolished.  Be  it  noted,  by 
all  cilizens  of  the  union,  and  proclaimed  for  the  be- 
nefit of  such  commonwealths  as  still  cling  to  the 
barbarous  enactments  of  other  ages,  that  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  have 
repealed  all  laws  authorising  the  imprisonment  for 
debt  of  non-residents  of  this  state.  The  last  vestige 
of  this  abominable  system  has  been  erased  from  our 
statute  book.  [ Courier  fy  Enquirer. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  abolishing  imprisonment 
for  debt,  passed  April  25th,  1S40. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York , represeniedin 
senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§1.  So  much  of  the  act  entitled,  “an  act  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent 
debtors,  passed  April  26,  1S31,  as  declares  that  the 
provisions  in  the  first  section  thereof  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  any  person  who  shall  not  have  been  a resi- 
dent of  this  state  for  at  least  one  month  previous  to 
a suit  commenced  against  him,  is  hereby  repealed. 

§2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Stale  of  New  York,  ) This  act  having  been  ap- 
secretary’s  office.  ) proved  and  signed  by  the  go- 
vernor on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1840, 1 do  hereby 
certify  that  the  same  became  a law  on  that  day. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER,  secretary  of  state. 
The  New  York  Express  of  the  22d  ult.  gives  the 
following  as  a complete  list  of  supervisors  elected 
in  the  state  as  their  recent  spring  elections. 


1839.  1840. 


Counties. 

Whig. 

Alban)’, 

5 

Allegany, 

15 

Broome, 

5 

Cattaraugue, 

10 

Cayuga, 

13 

Chautauque, 

21 

Chemung, 

1 

Chenango, 

9 

Clinton, 

5 

Columbia, 

12 

Cortland, 

6 

Delaware, 

7 

Dutchess, 

9 

Erie, 

18 

Essex, 

11 

Franklin, 

9 

Fulton, 

5 

Gennesee, 

20 

Greene, 

6 

Herkimer, 

2 

Jefferson, 

8 

Kings, 

6 

Lewis, 

3 

Livingston, 

11 

Madison, 

3 

Monroe, 

18 

Montgomery, 

2 

New  York, 

10 

Niagara, 

10 

Oneida, 

11 

Onondaga, 

7 

Ontario, 

12 

Orange, 

8 

Orleans, 

5 

Oswego, 

10 

Otsego, 

9 

Putnam, 

0 

Queens, 

2 

Rensselaer, 

9 

Richmond, 

3 

Rockland, 

0 

Saratoga, 

13 

Schenectady, 

3 

Schoharie, 

6 

Seneca, 

4 

Steuben, 

9 

St.  Lawrence, 

7 

Suffolk, 

2 

Sullivan, 

5 

Tioga, 

4 

Tompkins, 

5 

Ulster, 

5 

Warren, 

5 

Washington, 

15 

Wayne, 

6 

Westchester, 

6 

Yates, 

4 

Total 

435 

Buren.  Harrison.  V.  Buren. 


4 

4 

5 

15 

12 

18 

6 

6 

5 

16 

14 

12 

9 

9 

13 

3 

20 

8 

8 

1 

2 

10 

8 

11 

5 

4 

6 

8 

8 

12 

5 

8 

3 

11 

9 

9 

9 

8 

10 

4 

18 

4 

4 

12 

3 

4 

10 

3 

4 

3 

6 

4 

21 

3 

5 

7 

4 

17 

5 

14 

11 

10 

9 

5 

8 

4 

8 

3 

8 

1 

11 

1 

11 

6 

8 

5 

18 

5 

8 

4 

6 

24 

10 

24 

2 

10 

2 

15 

7 

19 

11 

8 

10 

3 

13 

2 

6 

6 

8 

4 

6 

3 

11 

11 

10 

13 

4 

18 

6 

0 

6 

4 

1 

5 

7 

10 

6 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

7 

10 

10 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

8 

6 

6 

4 

17 

11 

16 

13 

11 

14 

7 

2 

7 

5 

6 

4 

5 

5 

4 

5 

7 

3 

9 

7 

7 

5 

3 

7 

2 

14 

3 

9 

5 

10 

15 

9 

12 

4 

5 

3 

435 

447 

426 

In  1839 — a tie.  1840 — whig  maj.  21  supervisors. 

New  York  city  election.  The  election  for  mayor, 
aldermen  and  common  council  took  place  on  Tues- 
day the  14th.  The  administration  aldermen  suc- 
ceeded in  twelve,  and  the  whigs  in  five  of  the 
wards. 


( Mr.  Varian  the  administration  candidate  is  re- 
elected mayor,  by  a majority  of  1,662  votes.  For 
the  sake  of  reference  we  subjoin  a statement  of 
the  votes  taken  at  the  two  preceding  elections,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  last: 


1839.'  1840. 


April 

November. 

April. 

Whips. 

V.  B. 

\\  higs. 

V.  B. 

Varian.  Phoenix. 

1st 

1,146 

470 

1,118 

494 

530 

1,062 

2d 

795 

335 

832 

436 

402 

894 

3d 

1,176 

565 

1,316 

600 

583 

1,378 

4th 

1,160 

1,182 

1,016 

1,098 

1,181 

1,038 

5th 

1,356 

1,233 

1,280 

1,074 

1,169 

1,350 

6th 

1,084 

1,256 

703 

1,138 

1,191 

769 

7th 

1,778 

1,829 

1,570 

1,827 

1 ,853 

1,714 

8th 

2,129 

2,334 

1,724 

1,908 

2,145 

1,908 

9th 

1,352 

1,919 

1,328 

1,787 

1,992 

1,425 

10th 

1,174 

1,708 

1,181 

1,586 

1 614 

1,326 

11th 

633 

1,629 

584 

1,474 

1,548 

667 

12th 

330 

580 

227 

675 

706 

270 

13th 

992 

1,395 

941 

1,404 

1,502 

1,084 

14th 

1,320 

1,506 

959 

1,289 

1,407 

1,058 

15th 

1,348 

581 

1,729 

682 

681 

1,530 

Kith 

1,124 

1,23-5 

739 

1,160 

1,415 

938 

17th 

1,189 

1,485 

1,085 

1,288 

1,322 

1,213 

20,086 

21,145 

18,322 

19,920 

21,241 

19,624 

20,086 

18,322 

19,624 

1,059 

1,598 

1,617 

The  number  of  scattering  votes  in  all  the  wards, 
except  the  Third,  is  35.  All  of  the  above  returns 
are  official,  except  the  Third  ward,  which  are  be- 
lieved to  be  correct.  Total  number  of  votes  polled  for 
mayor  in  the  city,  40,900. 

Erie  canal.  We  learn  from  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser  that  there  are  over  9,000  men  now  at 
work  on  the  Erie  canal,  between  Utica  and  Albany. 
The  canal  commissioners  are  making  great  exer- 
tions to  get  the  canal  opened  as  soon  after  the  20th 
inst.  as  possible. 

The  reverend  Dr.  McAuley  has  resigned  his 
professorship  and  the  presidency  of  the  New  York 
Theological'seminary — to  take  effect  from  the  close 
oj'the  present  term. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  legislature  having  resolved  to  adjourn  on  the 
16lh  ult.  a joint  committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  governor  and  apprise  him  of  that  intention. 
The  governor  r eplied  to  the  committee,  that  he  would 
send  a communication  previous  to  their  adjourn- 
ment; accordingly  he  sent  them  a proclamation  con- 
vening the  legislature  to  meet  in  extra  session  on 
the  day  following,  they  having  “made  no  provision 
for  the  interest  due,  or  to  become  due,  on  the  state 
debt,  before  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, nor  for  certain  other  expenditures  of  indispen- 
sable necessity. 

“In  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  (says  the  governor),  the  deficiency 
within  the  next  nine  months  will  be  not  less  than 

$800,000 

For  the  repairs  made  by  the  present  offi- 
cers on  the  several  lines  of  canal  and 
rail  road,  there  is  yet  due  and  unpaid  at 


least  300,000 

For  repairs  to  be  made  during  the  present 
year  it  will  require  (exclusive  of  the 
Franklin  line)  at  least  400,000 

There  is  also  due  for  ropes,  locomotives, 

&c.  75,000 

Also  for  locks  on  eastern  division  7,402 

Also  (over  and  above  appropriations)  to 

contractors  on  the  Erie  extension  204,000 

On  north  branch  165,000 

On  Wisconisco  2 000 

On  Sinnemahoning  34,123 

Gettysburg  rail  road  145,307 

Alleghany  feeder  1,100 

Inclined  plane  at  Columbia  60,000 

For  new  work  on  finished  lines,  pay  of 
engineers,  canal  commissioners,  &c.  50,000 

For  damages  30,000 


“This  large  amount  is  now  due,  or  will  become 
due  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature,  or 
immediately  thereafter;  and  it  is  manilestly  impos- 
sible to  postpone  the  providing  funds  to  meet  it  with 
any  proper  regard  to  the  contracts  and  faith  of  the 
state;  and  under  this  view  of  the  subject#  it  seems 
to  me  there  cannot  be  two  opinions  upon  the  course 
that  ought  to  be  adopted  among  honest  men.” 

In  another' part  of  the  message,  the  governor  states 
that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  giving  to  the 
banks  so  great  an  extension  of  specie  payments  as 
until  (he  15th  of  January,  1841,  was  to  obtain  a 
fund  of  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the 
commonwealth  from  the  financial  embarrassments 
by  which  she  is  at  this  time  beset;  and  that  a failure 
to  provide  for  applying  the  same  to  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  designated,  is  an  entire  surrender 
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of  this  imporlant  advantage  secured  to  the  public 
by  the  extension  law,  and  is  a total  release  of  the 
banks  from  an  essential  part  of  the  consideration  on 
which  the  indulgence  they  are  enjoying  was  grant- 
ed— a course  of  policy  which  he  considers  neittier 
wise  nor  just.” 

Immediately  on  reading  this  communication  the 
legislature  adjourned  sine  die.  And  next  day  met 
again  under  the  proclamation  in  extra  session — and 
the  governor  transmitted  the  following  message  to 
them,  after  reading  which  a resolution  was  proposed 
and  passed  both  branches,  to  adjourn  without  further 
legislation  until  Tuesday  the  12th  of  May  next. 

governor’s  message. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 

of  ilie  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen:  I have  felt  it  to  be  my  imperative 
duty  to  convene  you  on  the  extraordinary  occasion 
referred  to  in  the  proclamation  under  which  you  as- 
semble. The  facts  and  the  reason  on  which  I have 
acted  are  sufficiently  detailed  in  that  document  to 
render  a repetition  unnecessary.  I beg  leave  to 
call  your  attention  to  them  as  therein  set  forth.  In 
addition  to  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury,  exhibit- 
ed in  the  proclamation,  I will  now.  add,  what  I did 
not  then  advert  to,  that  no  provision  whatever  is 
made  for  the  current  expenses  of  government.  It 
is  left  without  means  to  carry  on  its  ordinary  opera 
tions. 

I deem  it  proper  fo  state  that  the  several  reforms 
and  modifications,  suggested  and  recommended  in 
my  annual  message,  in  our  present  banking  system 
have  thus  far  not  met  with  the  approbation  of  the 
legislature;  and  I think  it  my  duty  again  to  inform 
you  that  my  views  on  that  subject  are  not  only  mi 
changed,  but  strengthened  by  subsequent  reflection 
and  experience. 

I believe  it  has  never  happened  in  the  history  of 
this  commonwealth,  that  a legislature  had  adjourned 
without  making  some  provision  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  government.  I trust  this  legislature 
is  not  about  to  set  the  example.  The  disastrous 
consequences  that  may  ensue  it  is  impossible  to  fore- 
tell; and  it  may  require  years  of  legislation  and 
large  expenditures  of  money  hereafter  to  repair  the 
evils  it  will  produce.  In  view  of  these  contingen- 
cies, I am  sure  the  members  of  the  legislature  can 
need  no  admonitions  to  point  out  and  to  enforce  the 
duty  they  owe  to  the  public  and  to  themselves. 

With  great  deference  to  the  legislature,  but  with 
'sincere  earnestness,  I must  urge  on  you  the  adoption 
of  some  legislative  action  to  obviate  the  difficulties 
and  embarrassments  set  forth  in  my  proclamation; 
and,  should  any  circumstances  occur  to  prevent  the 
speedy  action  of  the  legislature  on  this  subject,  by 
which  the  public  may  suffer  loss  or  inconvenience, 
I shall  feel  conscious  that  no  fault  can  be  justly  at- 
tributed to  the  executive. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  chamber,  April  17,  1840. 

Special  election.  Mr.  Speaker  Hopkins  has  is- 
sued his  wmrrant  to  the  sheriff  of  Bedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  requiring  him  to  hold  a special  elec- 
tion on  the  sixth  of  May,  for  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  in  place  of  Thomas  B.  McEl- 
wee,  expelled. 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls. — In  consequence  of 
the  reduction  in  the  tariff  of  tolls  by  the  canal  com- 
missioners, the  rate  charged  for  transportation  have 
been  proportionably  reduced: 

Form'r  Pres’t  Cls. 

rates.  rates. 


The  administration  national  convention,  is  to  schools  in  South  Carolina.  There  are  842  schools 


Anvils,  per  100  lb. 

$1  75 

$1 

40 

35 

Burr  blocks, 

1 25 

1 

12* 

12* 

Cotfee, 

1 50 

J 

30 

20 

Copper, 

Hardware, 

I 50 

1 

40 

10 

1 75 

1 

62* 

12* 

White  & red  lead, 

1 75 

1 

62* 

12* 

Foreign  liquors. 

1 50 

1 

40 

10 

Manuf’d  marble. 

1 75 

1 

62* 

12* 

Oil, 

1 50 

1 

40 

10 

Queensware, 

1 50 

1 

40 

10 

Steel, 

1 75 

1 

50 

25 

Tin  and  tinware, 

1 50 

1 

40 

10 

Dry  goods,  no  reduction 

. 2 00 

1 

87* 

12* 

Drugs  & medicines, 

1 75 

1 

62* 

12* 

Groceries, 

1 50 

1 

40 

10 

Governor  Porter  has 

appointed 

Joseph  B. 

An- 

thony,  of  Lycoming,  Pa.,  fo  be  judge  of  the  new 
court,  created  to  settle  the  claims  on  the  estates  of 
Nicholson  and  Baynton. 

MARYLAND. 

The  young  men’s  national  whig  convention,  which 
is  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  the  4th  instant,  will,  to 
all  appearances,  be  the  largest  assemblage  of  the 
kind  that  this  country  has  ever  witnessed.  The 
Whig  papers  from  all  directions  contain  notes  of 
preparation:  arid  some  of  the  delegations  are  already 
in  the  city.  Suitable  preparations  have  been  made 
by  the  whigs  of  the  city  lor  their  reception,  and  the 
show  will  no  doubt  be  very  imposing. 


meet  in  this  city  on  Tuesday  next,  the  5th  inst. 
There  appears  to  have  been  a want  of  harmony  in 
the  party,  as  to  the  propriety  of  calling  this  con- 
vention. It  is  stated  that  five  of  the  states  have 
not  appointed  delegates  to  it. 

Methodist  general  conference.  This  body,  which 
holds  its  sessions  every  fourth  year,  and  has  juris- 
diction over  the  several  annual  conferences  of  Ame- 
rica, commenced  its  thirteenth  session  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  the  1st  inst.  at  the  Wesley  chapel. — 
All  the  bishops  were  in  attendance  except  bishop 
Soule,  and  he  is  expected.  The  rev.  John  A. 
Collins,  of  the  Baltimore  conference  was  appoint- 
ed secretary,  and  the  rev.  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  of 
the  Troy  conference  and  the  rev.  Thos.  B.  Sar- 
gent, of  the  Baltimore  conference,  assistant  sec- 
retaries. The  rev.  Robert  Newton  attended  as 
a delegate  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  conference 
of  England;  the  rev.  Ryerson  as  general  represen- 
tative of  the  Wesleyan  church  in  North  America, 
from  Canada,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Stinson,  as  re- 
presentative of  the  mission  department. 

Tide  Water  canal.  This  new  and  important  ave- 
nue of  commerce  was  so  far  completed  as  to  be 
brought  into  operation  last  week,  and  will  imme- 
diately commence  conferring  benefits  upon  com- 
munities spread  over  many  hundreds  of  miles,  in- 
cluding fertile  regions,  and  many  populous  cities. 
The  wholesome  rivalry  between  the  cities  of  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Baltimore,  for  their  respective  shares 
of  this  trade,  now  commences — or  rather,  now  as- 
sumes a new  and  commanding  importance.  The 
Cross  Cut,  or  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal, 
affords  to  the  former  city  an  avenue  by  which  she 
can  obtain  a share  thereof  which  will  compensate 
her  in  a measure,  for  Pennsylvania,  of  which  she  is 
the  cherished  emporium,  having  granted  by  means 
of  this  Tide  Water  canal,  a short  connecting  link, 
which  will  bring  the  emporium  of  Maryland  into 
fair  competition,  for  the  trade  that  will  find  its  way 
through  the  whole  chain  of  Pennsylvania  internal 
improvements.  It  was  with  a view  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  trade  that  would  reach  the  Chesa- 
peake, floated  upon  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna 
from  every  region  from  which  those  waters  descend, 
no  less  than  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  a share 
of  the  immense  trade  that  is  wafted  by  every  breeze 
from  the  thousand  shores  that  are  watered  by  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  and  its  navigable  tributaries,  that 
induced  the  capitalists  of  Philadelphia  to  make  so 
heavy  an  investment  in  the  construction  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  and  w’hich  is  stated 
now  to  be  in  good  serviceable  condition. 

The  Baltimoreans  appear  to  appreciate  the  prize 
which  they  are  now  about  to  realize.  All  their 
public  journals  announce  the  arrival  of  the  cargo 
of  the  first  boat  that  passed  out  of  the  Tide  Water 
canal  into  the  Susquehanna — the  Three  Biothers, 
capt.  Guendon,  owned  by  J.  & M.  Milliken,  of' 
Lewistown,  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania,  with  a 
cargo  consisting  of  451  bbls.  of  flour,  40  bbls.  starch 
and  4 bbls  butter,  to  Starr  & Moreton;  and  on  the 
28th  ult.  of  the  first  four  boats  that  reached  Balti- 
more from  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  brought 
from  Havre  de  Grace  by  the  steam  boat  Patapsco, 
capt. Turner.  They  are  the  Judge  Burnside,  from 
Bald  Eagle,  with  wheat  to  G.  R.  Vickers  & Co.; 
the  Judge  Porter,  from  Lewisburg,  with  wheat  to 
John  Boggs  & Co.;  the  Triumph,  from  Northumber 
land,  with  wheat  and  furniture  to  John  Boggs  & 
Co.  and  McCorkell  & Moore,  and  the  Tide  Water, 
from  Harrisburg,  with  sundries  for  Lowry  & Gill. 

Yesterday,  says  one  of  their  daily  journals,  was 
an  era  in  the  history  of  our  city’s  prosperity,  and  as 
such  should  be  suitably  commemorated.  It  has 
been  appprehendtd  that  difficulty  would  be  expe- 
rienced in  towing  the  boats  through  the  bay,  parti- 
cularly if  any  thing  like  a gale  should  arise.  Yes- 
terday’s operations  have  dissipated  all  apprehension. 
Although  the  wind  was  high  and  a very  heavy  gust 
came  up,  no  inconvenience  was  met  with,  save  to 
the  fresh  water  sailors,  who  became  a little  sea-sick 
on  account  of  the  swell.  The  boats  will  be  taken 
back,  we  understand,  on.  Tuesday.  Two  of  the 
boats  which  came  down,  were  built  expressly  for 
the  bay  navigation,  but  the  others  were  such  as  are 
ordinarily  used  on  canals. 

Havre  de  Grace , Jlpril  24.  Sixteen  canal  boats 
have  reached  here  since  one  o’clock  to-day. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Domestic  manufactures.  The  south  is  rapidly 
becoming  independent  in  almost  every  branch  of 
manufactures.  There  are  in  North  Carolina  alone, 
at  this  day,  a greater  number  of  factories  of  differ- 
ent kinds  than  ten  years  ago  there  were  in  the  whole 
of  the  southern  states.  [ Raleigh  Register. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Education  in  South  Carolina.  The  sum  of  $40,326 
was  appropriated  last  year  for  the  support  of  free 


and  8,867  scholars. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Natchez  under  the  hammer.  The  Unifed  States 
marshal  has  advertised  the  city  hall  with  the  mar- 
ket house  and  public  square  of  the  city  of  Natchez 
lor  sale,  under  an  execution  for  the  purchase  of  some 
lots,  by  the  city,  a few  years  since. 

LOUISIANA. 

Decline  of  real  estule  in  New  Orleans.  The  New 
Orlpans  Picayune,  January  30th,  informs  us  that 
eight  lots  situated  in  Tehoupitolas  street,  adjoining 
Julia  street,  with  the  appurtenances  thereunto  be- 
longing, sold  yesterday  in  the  St.  Louis  Exchange 
for  $5,000  dollars.  A few  years  since  the  same  pro- 
perty brought  $25,000. 

The  sugar  crop  of  Louisiana.  From  a memorial 
upon  this  subject,  we  learn  that  the  annual  crop  is 
estimated  at  70,000  hhds.  or  70,000,000  of  pounds 
of  sugar,  and  350,000  gallons  of  molasses.  At  6 
cents  tor  sugar,  and  20  cents  for  molasses,  the  pro- 
duct of  the  crop  would  be  $4,900,000,  expenses 
reckoned  at  $2,000,0(10,  the  nett  balance  would  be 
$2,900,000  or  about  2 1-2  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
invested.  At  5 cents  for  sugai  and  17  cents  lor 
molasses,  (he  nett  product  would  yield  4 per  cent, 
on  the  capital;  at  4 cents  and  16  cents,  the  liett  pro- 
duct will  yield  2 S-lOths  per  cent. 

INDIANA. 

Indian  disturbances.  The  Far  West  contains  two 
letters  from  the  settlers  on  the  Nishnebotina  to  col. 
Kearney  at  fort  Leavenworth,  applying  lor  a milita- 
ry force  to  protect  them  from  apprehended  incur- 
sions of  the  Indians.  It  appears  that  a band  of 
Iowas,  exceeding  one  hundred  in  number,  have  as- 
sumed a hostile  attitude,  destroyed  some  cattle  and 
threatened  to  sack  the  remote  settlements.  A band 
of  Otloes  had  also  crossed  the  river  lower  down, 
and  committed  similar  acts  of  insubordination. — 
Capt.  Boone  left  Fort  Leavenworlli  immediately  for 
the  seat  of  danger,  and  was  joined  by  several  de- 
tachments of  volunteers  under  general  Atkinson, 
accompanied  by  major  Daugherty,  Indian  agent. — 
The  Far  West  expresses  the  belief  that  quiet  will 
be  restored.  [St.  Louis  Argus. 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois  scrip.  The  board  of  public  works,  in  Il- 
linois, have  issued  a large  amount  of  scrip,  general- 
ly for  sums  of  $100  and  upwards.  Some  of  them 
are  issued  for  the  continuance  of  the  works  on  the 
canal,  and  others  on  account  of  the  rail  road. — 
They  are  drawn  payable  to  bearer,  at  the  bank  of 
Illinois,  to  be  paid  with  six  per  cent,  interest,  as 
soon  as  ttie  state  is  in  funds.  Large  amounts  of  this 
scrip  is  now  in  onr  market,  but  passes  very  dull. — 
Many  merchants  will  not  take  it  all,  and  those  who 
do,  generally  ask  a heavy  discount.  If  there  was 
any  certainty  as  to  when  it  w'ould  be  redeemed,  we 
have  no  doubt  it  would  at  once  pass  current,  b.  . 
under  the  existing  doubts  it  is  very  difficult  to  make 
it  go.  [S/.  Louis  Republican. 

MISSOURI. 

Temperance  society.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
state  tempeiance  society  have,  for  the  ensuing  year, 
electeii  the  following  officers: 

Vice  presidents — Artemas  Bullard,  John  H.  Field- 
ing, Thomas  L.  Anderson,  P.  E.  Cowan,  Robert 
Bollet,  J.  S.  Fay,  Amasa  Jones,  W.  S.  Polls;  exe- 
cutive committee — Dr.  F.  Knox,  Mr.  Jos.  Powell, 
reverend  George  C.  Light,  Mr.  Willis  King,  Dr. 
Thomas  Jones;  treasurer — Samuel  T.  Hyde;  re- 
cording secretary — Win.  Downing;  corresponding 
secretary — Samuel  Knox,  esq. 

They  have  also  associated  with  the  tempprance 
society,  in  supporting  the  expenses  of  a travelling 
agent.  The  consideration  of  the  new  temperance 
pledge  conforming  to  that  of  the  American  tem- 
perance union,  was  proposed  and  deferred  to  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

IOWA. 

A convention  of  the  friends  of  temperance  in  the 
territory  of  Iowa  assembled  a short  time  since  at 
Burlington.  Judge  Mason  presided,  and  Joseph  T. 
Fales  acted  as  secretary.  A constitution  was 
formed  and  adopted  for  a state  temperance  sociely, 
which  met  forthwith;  and,  the  following  is  the  pre- 
amble: 

In  order  that  the  great  principles  of  virtue,  mo- 
rality and  temperance  may  lie  preserved  and  che- 
rished in  ibis  our  infant  though  prosperous  terri- 
tory, we,  whose  names  are  attached  to  this  consti- 
tution, do  hereby  adopt  the  same, and  acknowledge 
ourselves  bound  by  its  several  restrictions  and  ob- 
ligations. 

A resolution  was  adopted  to  employ  a suitable 
agent. 

After  adopting  the  constitution,  the  society 
elected  the  following  gentlemen  as  its  officers  lor 
the  ensuing  year,  viz: 

President — governor  Lucas;  vice- president — chief 

justice  Mason;  secretary— Dr.  J.  M.  Robertson;  ex- 
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ecutive  committee — general  J.  D.  Learned,  J.  G. 
Edwards  and  Arthur  Bndgeman;  corresponding 
committee— Joseph  T.  Fates,  esq.  J.  Batchelor  and 
Dr.  E.  James. 

FLORIDA. 

A letter  from  Garcy’s  Ferry,  (E.  F.)  published 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  states  that  vari- 
ous and  repeated  trials  have  been  made  in  pursuing 
the  Indians  by  the  bloodhounds,  all  of  which  have 
proved  ineffectual.  On  one  occasion  the  dogs  were 
laid  on,  but  would  not  follow  up,  the  trail  of  two 
warriors  whose  rifles,  pouches,  &c.  had  been  cap- 
tured half  an  hour  previous,  the  Indians  being  so 
hotly  pressed  as  to  compel  them  to  relinquish  their 
much  valued  weapons.  A second  instance:  when 
two  Indians  were  shot  near  the  head  of  Ahapopka 
lake,  the  dogs  could  not  be  induced  to  take  the 
slightest  notice.  These  and  others,  added  to  the 
trials  made  at  Garey’s  Ferry,  in  attempting  to  fol- 
low Indian  Billy,  and  even  the  negro  guide,  are 
evidences  sufficient  in  themselves  to  put  an  end  to 
all  reliance  upon  them  for  the  service  expected 
from  them. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN,  OF  S.  C. 

IN  SENATE,  MARCH  13,  1840. 

The  following  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn on  the  4th  inst.  were  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a ship  or  a vessel  on  the  high 
seas,  in  time  of  peace,  engaged  in  a lawful  voyage, 
is,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  under  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  state  to  which  her  flag 
belongs;  as  much  so  as  if  constituting  a part  of  its 
own  domain. 

Resolved,  That  if  such  ship  or  vessel  should  be 
forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  unavoidable 
cause,  into  the  port  of  a friendly  power,  she  would, 
under  the  same  laws,  lose  none  ot  the  rights  apper- 
taining to  her  on  the  high  seas;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, she  and  her  cargo  and  persons  on  board,  with 
their  property,  and  all  the  rights  belonging  to  their 
personal  relations,  as  established  by  the  laws  of  the 
state  to  which  they  belong,  would  be  placed  under 
the  protection  which  the  laws  of  nations  extend  to 
the  unfortunate  under  such  circumstances. 

Resolved,  That  the  brig  Enterprise,  which  was 
forced  unavoidably  by  stress  of  weather  into  port 
Hamilton,  Bermudaisland,  while  on  a lawful  voyage 
on  the  high  seas  from  one  port  of  the  union  to 
ano: her,  comes  within  the  principles  embraced  in 
the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  that  the  seizure  and 
detention  of  the  negroes  on  board  by  the  local  au- 
thority ol  the  island,  was  an  act  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjust  to  our  own  citi- 
zens to  whom  they  belong. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Cal/ioun  said:  the  case  referred  to  in  these 
resolutions  is  one  of  the  three  which  has  been  for 
so  long  a period  a subject  of  negotiation  between 
our  government  ami  that  of  Great  Britain,  without, 
however,  receiving  the  attention  which,  m my  opi- 
nion, is  due  to  the  importance  of  the  principle 
involved.  The  other  two  were  those  of  the  Comet 
and  Encomium.  In  order  to  have  a clear  under- 
standing of  the  bearing  of  these  resolutions,  and  the 
principles  they  embrace,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  a brief  narrative  of  each  of  these  cases. 

The  Comet  is  the  first  in  order  of  time.  She 
sailed  from  this  District  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1830,  destined  for  New  Orleans,  having, 
among  other  things,  a number  of  negroes  on  board. 
Her  papers  were  regular,  and  the  voyage  in  all  re- 
spects lawful.  She  was  stranded  on  one  of  the  lalse 
keys  of  the  Bahama  island,  opposite  to  the  coast  of 
Florida,  and  almost  in  sight  of  our  own  shores.  The 
persons  on  board,  including  the  negroes,  were  ta- 
ken by  the  wreckers,  against  the  remonstrance  of 
the  captain  and  owners,  into  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, where  the  negroes  were  forcibly  seized  and 
detained  by  the  local  authorities. 

The  case  of  the  Encomium  is  in  almost  every 
particular  similar.  It  occurred  in  1834.  She  sail- 
ed from  Charleston,  destined,  also,  to  New  Orleans, 
with  negroes  on  board,  on  a voyage,  in  like  man- 
ner lawful,  was  stranded  near  the  same  place, 
taken  in  the  same  way,  into  the  same  port,  where 
the  negroes  were  also  forcibly  seized  and  detained 
by  the  local  authorities.  It  so  happens  that  I am 
personally  acquainted  with  the  owners  of  the  ne- 
groes in  this  case.  They  were  citizens  of  Noith 
Carolina,  of  high  respectability,  one  of  them  re- 
cently president  of  the  state  senate,  and  their  ne- 
groes were  shipped  for  New  Orleans,  with  the  view 
of  emigration  and  permanent  settlement  in  one  of 
the  southwestern  states. 

The  other  is  the  case  of  the  Enterprise,  referred 
to  in  the  resolutions.  She  sailed,  in  1835,  from  this 
District,  destined  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and,  like  the  others,  on  a lawful  voyage,  with  regu- 


lar papers.  She  was  forced,  unavoidably,  by  stress 
of  weather,  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda  island, 
where  the  negroes  on  boaid  were,  in  like  manner, 
forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  the  local  authorities. 

The  owners  of  the  negioes,  after  applying  in 
vain  to  the  local  authorities  for  their  surrender, 
made  application  to  the  government  lor  redress  of 
injury:  and  the  result,  after  ten  years’  negotiation, 
is,  that  the  British  government  has  agreed  to  com- 
pensate the  owners  of  the  Comet  and  Encomium, 
on  the  ground  that  these  cases  occurred  before  the 
act  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  her  colonies  had 
gone  into  operation,  and  refused  compensation  in 
the  case  of  the  Enterprise  because  it  occurred  atter- 
wards. 

Such  are  the  material  facts,  drawn  from  the  cor- 
respondence itself,  and  admitted  in  the  cour-e  of 
the  negotiation.  What  I piopose,  in  the  first  place, 
is  to  show  that  the  principle,  on  which  compensa- 
tion was  allowed  in  the  cases  of  the  Comet  and 
Encomium,  embraces  also  that  of  the  Enterpiise; 
that  no  discrimination  whatever,  can  be  made  be- 
tween them;  and  that  in  attempting  to  make  a dis- 
crimina'ion,  the  British  minister  has  assumed  the 
very  point  in  controversy,  or,  to  express  it  in  more 
familiar  language,  has  begged  the  question.  I shall 
rest  iny  argument  exclusively  on  the  admissions  ne- 
cessarily involved  in  the  two  cases,  without  looking 
to  any  other  authority.  They  will  be  found,  if  I 
do  not  greatly  mistake,  ample  of  themselves  lor  my 
purpose. 

What,  then,  is  the  principle  necessarily  involved, 
in  allowing  compensation  in  those  cases?  It  will 
not  be  necessary  to  show  that  the  allowance  was 
not  a mere  act  of  gratuity  to  our  citizens.  No  one 
will  suspect  that.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  reluc- 
tantly yielded,  after  years  of  negotiation,  only  on 
the  conviction  that  the  rights  of  our  citizens  in  the 
negroes  could  no  longer  be  disputed,  and,  of  course, 
the  injustice  of  their  seizure  and  detention.  This 
brings  ine  to  a question  of  vital  importance  in  this 
discussion,  to  which  I must  ask  the  senate  to  give 
me  its  fixed  attention;  and  that  is,  on  what  did  this 
right  of  our  citizens  to  the  negroes  rest?  Not  cer- 
tainly on  the  British  laws,  either  expressed  or  im- 
plied. So  far  otherwise,  they  expressly  prohibited, 
in  the  broadest  and  most  unqualified  terms,  persons 
from  being  brought  in,  or  retained  as  slaves,  under 
heavy  penalty  and  forfeiture  of  property;  declared 
the  persons  offending  to  be  felons,  and  subjected 
them  to  be  transported  beyond  sea,  or  to  be  confin- 
ed and  kept  at  hard  labor  for  a term  of  years.*  But 
one  answer  can  be  given  to  the  question:  that  it 
rested  on  the  laws  of  their  own  country.  It  was 
only  by  them  they  could  possibly  have  a right  to  the 
negroes.  And  here  we  meet  the  vital  question — 
how  is  it  that  a right  resting  on  our  laws  should  be 
valid  and  respected  within  the  limits  of  the  British 
domain,  against  the  express  prohibition  of  an  act  of 
parliament? 

The  answer  can  only  be  found  in  the  principles 
embraced  in  the  first  and  second  of  these  resolu- 
tions. The  former  affirms  the  acknowledged  prin- 
ciple that  a ship  or  vessel,  on  the  high  seas,  in  time 
of  peace,  and  engaged  in  a lawful  voyage,  is,  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  slate  to  which  her  flag  belongs;  and  the  se- 
cond, that  if  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other 
unavoidable  cause,  into  a port  of  a friendly  power, 
she  would  lose  none  of  the  rights  appertaining  to 
her  on  the  high  seas;  but,  on  the  contrary,  she, 
with  her  cargo  and  persons  on  board,  including  their 
properly  and  all  the  rights  belonging  to  their  per- 
sonal relations,  would  be  placed  under  the  protec- 
tion which  the  law  of  nations  extends  to  the  unfor- 
tunate in  such  cases. 

It  is  on  this  solid  basis  that  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens rested.  The  laws  ot  nations,  by  their  para- 
mount authority,  overruled,  in  those  cases,  the  mu- 
nicipal laws  of  Great  Britain,  even  within  her  ter- 
ritorial limits;  and  it  was  to  their  authoritative 
voice  that  her  government  yielded  obedience  in 
compensating  our  citizens  for  the  violation  of  lights 
placed  under  their  sacred  protection. 

Having  now  established  the  piinciple  necessarily 
implied  in  the  allowance  of  compensation  in  the 
cases  of  the  Comet  anti  Encomium,  it  w ill  be  an 
easy  task  to  show  that  it  equally  embraces  the  case 
of  ihe  Enterprise.  It  is  admitted  by  the  British, 
minister,  that  there  is  no  other  distinction  between 
it  and  the  other  two,  except  that  it  occurred  before, 
and  the  others  alter,  the  act  abolishing  slavery  in 
the  colonies  went  into  operation;  and  it  must,  of 
course,  be  equally  comprehended  in  the  principles 
embraced  in  the  first  and  second  resolutions,  in 
virtue  of  which  compensation  was  made,  as  has 
been  shown;  unless  indeed  that  act  had  the  effect 

1 *See  act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating 

• to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  5:h  sec.  4 c.  p.  113, 
6 vol.  Evan’s  Statutes. 


of  preventing  it,  which  I shall  now  show  it  could 
not,  according  to  the  law  ol  nations. 

A simple  but  decisive  view  will  be  sufficient  for 
this  purpose.  I have  just  shown  that  Hie  act  of 
parliament,  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  allhough 
it  expressly  prohibited  the  introduction  of  slavts 
within  the  limits  of  the  British  territory,  or  de- 
taining them  in  that  condition,  when  brought  in,  so 
far  from  overruling,  were  overruled  by  the  princi- 
ples embraced  in  these  resolutions.  It  that  act  did 
nut  overrule  the  law  s of  nations  in  those  cases,  how, 

1 ask,  could  the  act  for  the  abolition  ol  slavery  in 
the  colonies  overrule  them  in  a case  in  eveiy  essen- 
tial circumstance  acknowledged  to  be  the  same? 
Can  a possible  reason  be  assigned?  The  author, ty 
by  which  the  two  were  enacted  is  the  same,  and  the 
one  as  directly  applicable  to  the  case  as  the  other. 
If,  indeed,  there  be  a difference,  the  one  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  is,  of  the  two,  the  most 
applicable.  That  act  directly  piohibits  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  within  the  Hi  it  is.  > dominion,  in 
the  most  unqualified  manner,  or  the  retaining  them, 
when  introduced  in  that  condition;  while  the  ob- 
ject of  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
colonies,  was  to  emancipate  those  who  were  such 
under  the  authority  of  tile  British  laws.  It  is  liue, 
it  abolishes  slaveiy  in  the  British  dominions,  but 
that  is  no  more  than  had  previously  been  done,  as 
far  as  slaves  brought  into  her  dominions  were  con- 
cerned, by  the  act  lor  abolishing  the  slave  trade. 
And  yet  we  see  that  act  was  overruled  by  the  law 
ot  nations,  in  the  case  ot  the  Comet  ami  Encomium. 
How,  then,  is  it  possible  that  of  two  laws,  enacted 
by  the  same  authority,  bo: h being  equally  applica- 
ble, the  one,  when  applied  to  the  same  case,  should 
be  overruled  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  oilier 
oveirule  it?  It  is  dear  that  it  is  impossible;  and 
that  if  the  one  cannot  divest  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens, neither  can  the  other;  and,  of  course,  that  Ihe 
piinciple  on  which  compensation  was  allowed  in  the 
cases  of  the  Encomium  and  the  Comet,  equally 
embraces  that  of  the  Enterprise.  Both  acts  were; 
in  truth,  but  municipal  laws;  and,  as  such,  neither 
could  overrule  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  divest  our 
citizens  of  their  lights  in  the  case  under  considera- 
tion. In  the  nature  of  things,  the  laws  of  nations, 
which  have  for  their  object  the  regulation  of  the 
intercourse  of  states,  must  be  paramount  to  muni- 
cipal laws,  where  their  provisions  happen  to  come 
into  conflict.  If  not,  they  would  be  without  autho- 
rity. If  this  be  so,  there  can  be  no  discrimination 
between  the  three  cases,  and  all  ought  to  be  allow  ed; 
or,  it  not,  none;  and,  in  that  case,  our  citizens 
w'ould  have  no  just  claim  lor  compensation  in 
either.  It  follows,  that  the  principle  which  em- 
braces one  embraces  all.  There  can  be  no  just  dis- 
tinction between  them;  and  I shall  next  proceed  to 
show,  that,  in  attempting  to  make  a distinction 
w here  there  is  no  difference,  the  British  negotiator 
has  been  compelled  to  assume  the  very  point  in 
controversy  between  the  two  governments.  In  do- 
ing this,  1 propose  to  follow  his  argument,  step  by 
step,  and  prove  the  truth  of  my  assertion  at  each 
step. 

He  sets  out  with  laying  down  the  rule,  by  which 
he  asserts  that  those  .claims  should  be  decided, 
which,  he  says,  “is,  that  those  claimants  must  be 
considered  entitled  to  compensation,  who  were  law- 
fully in  possession  of  their  slaves  within  the  Bri- 
tish territory,  and  who  were  disturbed  in  their  legal 
possession  of  those  slaves  by  functionaries  of  Ihe 
British  government.”  I object  not  >o  the  rule,  if 
our  citizens  had  no  right  to  their  slaves,  at  any 
time  after  they  entered  the  British  territory — that 
is,  if  the  mere  fact  of  entering  extinguished  all 
right  to  them,  (lor  that  is  the  amount  of  the  rule), 
they  could  of  course  have  no  claim  on  the  British 
government,  for  the  plain  reason  that  the  local  au- 
thority, in  seizing  and  detaining  the  negroes,  seized 
and  detained  what,  by  supposition,  did  not  belong 
to  them.  That  is  clear  enough;  but  let  us  see  the 
application:  it  is  given  in  a few  words.  He  says: 
“now  the  owners  of  the  slaves  on  board  the  Enter- 
prise never  were  lawfully  in  possession  ol  those 
slaves  within  the  British  territory;”  assigning  lor 
reason,  “that  before  the  Enterprise  arrived  at  Ber- 
muda, slavery  had  been  abolished  in  the  British 
empire” — an  assertion  which  I shall  show,  in  a sub- 
sequent part  ot  iny  remarks,  to  be  erroneous.  From 
that,  and  that  alone,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion, 
“that  the  negroes  on  hoard  the  Enterprise  had,  by 
entering  within  the  Brilish  jurisdiction,  acquiie’d 
rights  which  the  local  courts  were  bound  to  pro- 
tect.” Such  certainly  would  have  been  the  case  if 
they  had  been  brought  in,  or  entered  voluntarily, 
lie  who  enters  voluntarily  the  territory  of  another 
state,  tacitly  submits  himself,  with  all  iiis  rights,  to 
its  laws,  and  is  as  much  bound  to  submit  to  them  as 
its  citizens  or  subjects.  No  one  denies- that;  but 
that  is  not  the  present  case.  They  entered  not 
| voluntarily,  but  from  necessity;  and  iJae  Very  point 
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at  issue  is,  whether  the  British  municipal  laws 
conlii  divest  their  owners  of  properly  in  theirsi.ives 
on  entering  British  territory,  in  cases  such  as  the 
Enterprise,  vvIipii  the  vessel  Inis  been  forced  into 
their  territory  by  necessity,  through  an  act  ol  Pro- 
vidence, to  save  the  lives  of  those  on  board.  We 
deny  they  can,  and  maintain  the  opposite  ground: — 
that  the  law  of  nations  in  such  cases  interposes  and 
protects  the  vessel  and  those  on  board,  with  their 
rights,  against  the  municipal  laws  of  the  state,  to 
winch  they  have  never  submitted,  and  to  which  it 
would  be  cruel  and  inhuman,  as  well  as  unjust,  to 
subject  them.  Such  is  clearly  the  point  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  governments;  and  it  is  not  less  clear, 
that  it  is  the  very  point  assumed  by  the  British  ne- 
gotiator in  the  controversy. 

He  felt,  in  assuming  his  ground,  that  the  general 
principle  was  against  him,  according  the  which,  the 
municipal  laws  yield  to  the  laws  of  nations  in  such 
case;  and  in  order  to  take  himself  out  of  its  opera- 
tion, he  attempted  to  make  a distinction  equally 
novel  and  untenable.  He  asserts  “that  there  is  a 
distinction  between  laws  bearing  on  the  personal 
liberty  of  man,  and  laws  bearing  upon  the  property 
which  man  may  claim  in  irrational  animals  or  in- 
animate things;”  and  concedes  “that  if  a ship,  con- 
taining such  animals  or  things,  were  driven  by 
stress  of  weather  into  a foreign  port,  it  would  be 
highly  unjust  that  the  owner  should  be  stripped  of 
what  belongs  to  him,  through  the  application  oi'  the 
municipal  law  of  the  state  to  which  he  had  not  vo- 
luntary submitted  himself.”  Yes,  it  would  be  both 
unjust  and  inhuman;  and  because  it  would  be  so,  it 
is  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  which  is  but  the 
rules  of  justice  and  humanity  applied  to  the  inter- 
course of  nations;  and  therefore  it  is  that  it  inter- 
poses in  cases  like  the  present,  and  places  under  its 
protection  the  rights  of  the  unfortunate,  even  against 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  place. 

But  lie  asserts  that  the  principle  does  not  extend 
to  the  cases  in  which  rights  of  property  in  persons 
are  concerned,  (for  such  must  be  the  meaning,  or 
it  13  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  question  at  issue), 
because  “there  are  three  parties  to  the  transaction; 
the  owner  of  the  cargo,  the  local  authority,  and  the 
alleged  slave;  and  the  third  party  is  no  less  entitled 
than  the  first  to  appeal  to  the  local  authority  for  such 
protection  as  the  law  of  the  land  may  afford  him.” 
This  is  the  position  on  which  the  British  negotiator 
mainly  rests  his  argument;  and  if  this  fails,  the 
whole  must  fall  to  the  ground.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
see,  from  what  he  says  of  two  parties  appealing  to 
the  local  authority,  that  he  tacitly  puts  aside  the 
law  of  nations,  and  assumes  the  parties  to  be  under 
the  municipal  law  of  the  place;  and,  also,  that  those 
laws,  and  not  the  law  of  nations,  are  the  standard 
by  which  their  rights  are  to  be  judged;  but  is  it  not 
jAanifest  this  is  an  assumption,  in  another  form,  of 
the  point  in  controversy?  Against  it,  unsustained 
and  unsustainable,  by  authority  or  reason.  I shall 
oppose  what,  to  him,  must  be  the  highest  authority: 
that  of  the  British  government  itself — in  thp  cases 
of  the  Comet  and  Encomium,  backed  by  unan- 
swerable reasons. 

If  the  distinction  be  true  at  all,  between  proper- 
ty in  persons  and  property  in  things,  or  irrational 
animals,  it  was,  to  the  full  as  applicable  to  those 
cases  as  it  is  to  that  of  the  Enterpise.  In  them  the 
right  of  property  in  persons  was  involved,  and  the 
three  parties  included,  to  the  same  extent,  as  in 
that.  Nor  was  personal  liberty  less  concerned.  As 
far  as  British  laws  could  alfeet  the  rights  of  our 
citizens,  the  negroes  belonging  to  the  Comet  and 
Encomium  were  as  free  as  those  boionging  to  the 
Enterprise.  An  act  of  parliament,  as  has  been 
shown,  forbade  their  introduction,  and  forfeited  the 
rights  of  their  owners,  thereby  making  them  free 
wtlli  rights  to  maintain,  as  far  as  British  legislation 
could  make  them  so;  and  yet,  after  full  and  mature 
investigation  anti  reflection  for  the  space  of  ten 
years,  it  was  admitted  that  Ihe  same  rule  applied  to 
them,  which,  it  is  conceded,  would  apply  in  similar 
cases  to  properly  in  tilings,  or  irrational  animals. 
Now,  I ask,  if  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  which  directly  forbids  the  introduction  of  ne- 
groes as  slaves,  and  forfeits  the  riffits  of  their  own- 
ers, did  not,  as  we  have  seen,  justify  the  distinction 
iu  the  cases  of  the  Cornet  and  Encomium,  now  at- 
tempted to  be  made  between  the  two  descriptions 
of  property,  how  could  the  act  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  justify  it  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise?  In 
the  former,  there  were  all  tile  parties,  with  their 
respective  rights,  just  the  same  us  in  the  latter;  and 
if  the  local  authorities  were  not  bound  to  recognise 
and  protect  tiie  negroes  in  tile  one  case,  why,  l ask, 
were  they  in  the  other?  Cana  satisfactory  answer 
be  given?  And,  if  not,  what  becomes  of  the  dis- 
tinction, with  all  its  consequences,  attempted  to  be 
deduced  from  it? 

Tiie  British  negofiator,  as  if  conscious  of  tile 
weakness  of  the  position,  attempts  immediately  to 


fortify  it.  He  savs:  “if,  indeed,  a municipal  law  be 
made,  which  violates  the  laws  of  nations,  a ques- 
tion of  another  kind  may  arise.  But  the  municipal 
law  which  forbids  slavery,  is  no  violation  of  tile 
laws  of  nations.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  in  strict 
harmony  with  the  laws  of  nations;  and,  therefore, 
when  slaves  are  liberated,  according  to  such  muni- 
cipal law,  there  is  no  wrong  done,  and  there  can  be 
no  compensation  granted;”  a position  pregnant  with 
meaning,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  but  I must  say, 
like  all  his  others,  a mere  assumption  of  the  point 
at  issue,  expressed  in  vague  and  indefinite  language. 

If,  in  asserting  that  a municipal  law  abolishing 
slavery  is  not  a violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  it 
is  meant  that  it  is  not  a violation  of  those  laws  fora 
slate  to  abolish  slavery  which  exists  under  its  au- 
thority, it  may  be  readily  admitted,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  rights  of  our  citizens  in  the  case  in  ques- 
tion, though  it  is  a little  remarkable,  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  allowed  compensation  to  theirown 
subjects  by  this  very  act  under  which  slavery  was 
abolished — authority  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
assertion  that  no  compensation  can  be  granted, 
when  the  act  is  applied  lo  the  case  of  onr  citizens, 
forced,  without  their  consent,  into  its  territory. 

But  if,  instead  of  that,  it  be  meant  that  all  muni- 
cipal laws,  not  in  violation  of  the  laws  ot  nations, 
are  valid  against  those  laws,  when  they  come  in 
conflict  with  them,  how  can  the  distinction,  attempt- 
ed to  be  drawn  between  the  righrs  of  properly  in 
things,  or  irrational  animals,  and  in  persons,  be 
justified?  or  how  can  the  aliowance  of  compensa- 
tion in  the  cases  of  the  Comet  and  Encomium  be 
explained?  I put  the  question.  Was  the  law'  for 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  a violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations?  And  if  not  a violation,  as  it  cer- 
tainly W39  not,  how  came  compensation  to  be  grant- 
ed in  those  cases?  Can  an  answer  be  given?  And  if 
not,  what  becomes  of  the  distinction  attempted  to 
be  taken? 

But  another  meaning  may  be  intended;  that  it 
was  no  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  to  extend 
the  act,  for  tile  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British 
territories,  to  cases  such  as  the  Enterprise.  If  that 
isintended.it  would  be  like  all  the  other  distinc- 
tions which  have  been  attempted — but  an  assump- 
tion of  the  point  in  controversy. 

I have  now  stated,  in  his  own  words,  every  argu- 
ment advanced  by  the  British  negoliator  to  sustain 
the  distinction  which  lie  has  attempted  between  the 
cases  of  the  Comet  and  Encomium,  and  that  of  the 
Enterprise,  and  have,  I trust,  established,  beyond 
controversy,  that  there  is  no  rational  ground  what- 
ever for  tiie  distinction  When  again  pressed  on 
the  subject  by  our  minister,  who  was  not  satisfied 
with  his  arguments,  he  assumed  the  broad  ground 
that  Great  Britain  had  the  right  to  forbid  the  recog- 
nition of  slavery  within  her  territory;  and  as  our 
claim  was  inconsistent  with  such  right,  it  could  not 
be  allowed,  and  on  this  closed  the  correspondence. 
It  is  easy  to  see,  if  she  has  such  right,  in  the  broad 
and  unqualified  sense  in  which  it  is  laid  down,  and 
applied  to  the  case  in  question,  it  extends  to  all 
rights  whatever,  whether  it  be  right  ot  property  in 
tilings  and  irrational  animals,  or  growing  out  of 
personal  relations,  whether  founded  in  consent  or 
not.  Ail  are  either  the  creatures  of  positive  enact- 
ments, or  subject  to  be  regulated  and  controlled  by 
municipal  laws;  and  she  has  just  the  the  same  right 
to  prohibit  the  recognition  of  any  one  or  all  of  those 
rights  within  her  territory,  as  the  one  in  question. 
But  who  can  doubt  that  such  prohibition,  if  extend- 
ed to  cases  of  distress,  such  as  the  Enterprise, 
would  be  a most  flagrant  violation  of  t lie  laws  oi' 
nations,  as  understood  and  acted  on  by  all  civilized 
nations,  and  even  as  ad  in  i t tt  ed  and  acted  on  by  her- 
self, in  tile  cases  of  the  Comet  and  Encomium? 

To  us  this  is  not  a mere  abstract  question,  nor 
one  simply  relating  to  the  free  use  of  the  high  seas. 
It  comes  nearer  home.  It  is  one  of  free  and  safe 
passage  from  one  port  lo  another  of  our  union;  as 
much  so  to  us,  as  a question  touching  the  free  and 
safe  use  of  the  channels  between  England  and  Ire- 
land on  tiie  one  side,  and  the  opposite  coast  of  the 
continent  on  the  other,  would  be  to  Great  Britain. 

To  understand  its  deep  importance  to  us,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  island  of  Bermuda  lies 
but  a short  distance  off  our  coast,  and  that  the  chan- 
nel between  Ihe  Bahama  islands  and  Florida  is  not 
less  than  two  hundred  miies  in  length,  and  on  an 
average  not  more  than  fifty  wide;  and  that  through 
this  long,  narrow  and  difficult  channel,  the  immense 
trade  between  our  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  Atlantic  coast  must  pass,  which,  at  no  distant 
ppriod,  will  constitute  more  Ilian  half  of  tiie  trade 
of  the  union.  The  principle  set  un  by  tiie  British 
government,  if  carried  out  to  its  full  extent,  would 
do  much  to  close  this  all  important  channel,  by  ren- 
dering it  too  hazardous  for  use.  She  has  only  (o 
give  an  indefinite  extentioc  to  the  principle  applied 


to  the  case  of  the  Enterprise,  and  the  work  would 
be  done;  and  why  has  she  not  as  good  a right  to  ap- 
ply it  to  a cargo  of  sugar  or  cotton,  as  to  the  slaves 
who  produced  it? 

1 have  now,  1 trust,  established,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  senate,  what  I proposed  w hen  I commenced; 
that  the  principle  on  which  compensation  was  al- 
lowed in  tiie  cases  of  tile  Cornet  and  Encomium, 
equally  embraces  that  of  the  Enterprise;  that  no 
just  distinction  can  be  made  between  them;  and  that 
the  British  negotiator,  in  attempting  to  make  a dis- 
tinction, was  forced  to  assume  the  point  in  contro- 
versy. And  here  I might  conclude  my  remarks,  as 
far  as  these  resolutions  are  concerned;  but  there  are 
other  questions  connected  with  this  subject,  not  less 
important,  which  demand  attention,  and  which  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  consider. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  Ihe  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  governments  without  I he  impression 
that  tiie  question  involved  in  (be  negotiation  was 
one  of  deep  embarrassment  to  the  British  ministry. 
The  great  length  of  the  negotiation,  considering  the 
simplicity  and  paucity  of  the  points  involved,  the 
long  delay  before  an  answer  could  be  had  at  all, 
anti  the  manifest  embarrassment  in  making  the  dis- 
tinction between  Ihe  cases  allowed  and  the  one  re- 
jected, plainly  indicate  that  there  was  some  secret,, 
unseen  difficulty  in  the  way,  not  directly  belonging 
to  the  questions  involved  in  the  cases.  What  was 
that  difficulty?  If  I mistake  not,  it  will  be  found  in 
the  condition  of  filings  in  England,  and  especially 
in  reference  to  those  in  power.  It  is  my  wish  to 
do  the  ministry  ample  justice,  as  I believe  they 
were  desirous  of  doing  us;  but  it  is  not  to  be  dis- 
guised that  there  was  no  small  difficulty  in  the  way, 
from  the  state  of  things  under  which  they  acted, 
and  which  I shall  next  explain. 

The  present  whig  ministry  held,  and  still  hold, 
their  power,  as  is  well  known,  by  a precarious  te- 
nure. Their  party  is,  in  (act,  in  a minority,  and  can 
only  support  themselves  against  the  powerful  party 
in  opposition,  by  such  adventitious  aid  as  can  be 
conciliated.  Among  the  subdivisions  of  party  in 
Great  Britain,  the  abolition  interest  is  one  of  no 
little  power;  and  it  will  be  seen  at  once,  that  the 
question  involved  in  the  negotiation  is  one  in  refe- 
rence to  which  they  would  have  no  little  sensibility. 
Like  all  other  fanatics,  they  have  little  regard  either 
to  reason  or  justice,  where  the  object  of  their  en- 
thusiasm is  concerned.  To  do  us  justice,  without 
offending  such  a party,  in  such  a case,  was  no  easy 
task;  and  to  otFend  them,  without  losing  the  ascen- 
dency of  their  party,  and  the  reins  of  government, 
was  almost  impossible.  The  ministry  had  to  act 
under  these  conflicting  considerations;  and  I intend 
no  disrepect  in  saying  that  the  desire  of  conciliating 
so  strong  a party,  and  I hereby  retaining  place,  when 
opposed  to  the  demands  of  justice,  could  not  be 
without  its  weight.  The  course,  accordingly, 
taken,  was  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated 
from  these  opposing  motives.  To  satisfy  our  ur- 
gent claim  for  justice,  compensation  was  allowed 
in  two  of  tiie  eases,  and  to  avoid  ortending  a pow- 
erful and  zealous  party,  a distinction  was  taken 
between  them  and  file  other,  the  elfects  of  which 
would  be  to  close  the  door  against  future  demands 
of  the  kind.  I mean  not  to  say,  that  deliberate  and 
intentional  injustice  was  done;  but  simply,  that 
these  conflicting  causes,  which  it  is  obvious,  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  must  have  been  in 
operation,  would,  by  a natural  and  an  unseen  bias, 
lead  to  that  result. 

But  another  question  of  far  greater  magnitude, 
growing  out  of  the  foregoing,  presents  itself  for  con- 
sideration: to  what  must  that  result  finally  lead,  if 
Great  Britain  should  persist  in  file  decision  which 
it  has  made?  I hold  it  impossible  for  her  to  main- 
tain the  position  she  lias  taken.  She  must  abandon 
it  as  untenable,  and  take  one  of  two  other. positions; 
either  that  her  municipal  laws  are  paramount  to  the 
law  of  nations,  when  ihey  come  into  conflict;  or 
that  slavery — the  right  of  man  to  hold  property  in 
man — is  against  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  only  on 
Ihe  one  or  other  of  these  suppositions  that  the  act 
for  abolishing  slavery  can  have  the  force  she  attri- 
butes to  it. 

The  former  she  cannot  take,  without  virtually 
abolishing  the  entire  system  of  international  laws. 
She  could  not  think  of  assuming  that  tier  municipal 
laws  were  paramount,  without  admitting  those  of 
other  states  also  to  be  so;  which  would  be  to  annual 
the  system,  and  substitute  in  its  place  universal 
violence,  discord  and  conflict.  This  would  force 
her  on  the  other  alternative,  which,  if  it  were  true, 
would  give  her  a solid  iour.dalion  for  tiie  rejection 
of  our  claim,  on  file  incontestable  principle  that  the 
laws  of  nations  would  not  enforce  (bat  w hich  violates 
themselves.  Nor  are  there  wanting  indications,  in 
the  coriespondence,  (to  some  of  which  I have  al- 
luded), that  the  position  she  has  taken  in  reference 
to  the  Enterprise,  is  but  preliminary  to  the  adoption 
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of  (nut  alternative.  There  are,  however,  many  diifi- 
culiies  to  be  gol  over,  before  she  can  openly  take  it 
It  would  require,  in  the  first  place,  no  small  share 
of  effrontery,  for  a nation  which  lias  been  the  greatest 
slave  dealer  on  earth;  a nation  which  has  dragged  a 
greater  number  of  Africans  from  their  native  slioies 
to  people  her  possessions,  and  to  sell  to  others,  arid 
which  forced  our  ancestors  to  purchase  slaves  from 
her  against  their  remonstrance,  while  colonies,  (net 
improbably  the  ancestors  of  the  owners  of  those 
slaves  to  purchase  the  ancestors  of  the  slaves,  for 
which  she  now  refuses  compensation),  it  would,  I 
repeat,  require  no  small  effrontery  to  turn  round  and 
declare  that  she  neither  had,  nor  could  have,  the 
right  to  the  property  she  sold  us,  nor  could  we, 
without  deep  crime,  retain  possession.  We  all 
know  what  such  conduct  would  be  called  among  in- 
dividuals, without,  indeed,  followed  by  a tender  back 
of  the  purchase  money,  with  ample  compensation 
lor  damages;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  w hy  it 
should  be  called  by  a less  harsh  epithet,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  conduct  of  nations. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty.  The  avowal  of 
the  principle  would  place  her  in  conflict  with  all 
the  authorities  on  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  custom 
of  all  ages,  past  and  present;  and  would  bring  her 
into  collision  with  all  nations  whose  inslitutions 
would  be  outlawed  by  the  avowal,  and  what,  per- 
haps, she  would  most  regard,  it  would  put  her  in 
conflict  with  herself.  Yes,  she  who  refused  to  com- 
pensate our  citizens  for  property  unjustly  seized  and 
detained  under  her  authority,  on  the  ground  that  she 
had  forbade  the  recognition  of  slavery' in  her  territo- 
ry, had  then,  and  has,  at  this  day,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands ol  slaves  in  the  most  wretched  condition,  held 
by  her  subjects  in  her  eastern  possessions;  and  worse, 
by  herself.  With  all  her  boast,  she  is  a slaveholder, 
and  hires  out  and  receives  hire  for  slaves.  I speak 
on  high  authority — the  Asiatic  Journal  for  1838, 
printed  in  her  own  metropolis. 

Here  the  secretary  read  the  following  extracts 
from  page  221: 

‘■Government  of  slaves  in  Malabar.  We  know  that 
there  is  not  a servant  of  government,  in  the  south  of 
India,  who  is  not  intimately  acquainted  with  (he 
alarming  fact,  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Ins  fel- 
low creatures  are  lettered  down  lor  life  to  the  de- 
graded destiny  of  slavery.  We  know  that  these 
unfortunate  beings  are  not,  as  is  the  case  in  other 
countries,  serfs  of  the  soil,  and  incapable  of  being 
transferred,  at  the  pleasure  of  their  owners,  from  one 
estate  to  another.  No,  they  are  daily  sold  like 
cattle,  by  one  proprietor  to  another;  the  husband  is 
separated  Irom  the  wile,  and  the  parent  from  the 
child.  They  are  loaded  with  every  indignity;  the 
utmost  possible  quantity'  of  labor  is  exacted  lrom 
them,  and  the  most  meagre  fare  that  human  nature 
can  possibly  subsist  on  is  doled  out  to  support  them. 

'he  slave  population  is  composed  ol  a great  variety 
„ f cl  isses:  the  descendants  ol  those  who  have  been 
taken  prisoners  in  time  of  war,  persons  who  have 
been  kidnapped  from  the  neighboring  states,  people 
who  liave  been  born  undersucl)  circumstances  as  that 
they  are  considered  without  tire  pale  of  the  ordinary 
castes;  and  others  wtio  have  been  smuggled  iioin 
the  coast  of  Africa,  torn  irom  their  country  and 
their  kindred,  and  destined  to  a more  wretched  lot, 
and,  as  will  be  seen,  to  a more  enduring  captivity 
than  their  brethren  of  the  western  woihi.  _ Will  it 
be  believed,  that  government  itself  participates  in 
this  description  of  properly;  that  it  actually  holds 
possession  of  slaves,  and  lei s them  out  lor  hire  to 
the  cultivators  of  the  country, -the  rent  of  a whole 
family  being  two  fanams,  or  ball  a rupee  per  an- 
num.” 

But  why  dwell  on  these  comparatively  few  slaves? 
Tlie  whole  of  liiiidostan,  witli  the  adjacent  posses- 
sions, is  one  magnificent  plantation,  peopled  by 
more  than  one  hundred  mi  1 ions  of  slaves,  belong- 
ing lo  a company  of  gentlemen  in  England,  called 
the  East  India  company,  whose  power  is  far  more 
unlimited  and  despotic  than  that  of  any  southern 
planter  over  his  slaves — a power  upheld  by  the 
sword  and  bayonet,  exacting  more  and  leaving  less 
by  far  of  the  product  of  their  labor  to  tire  subject 
race,  than  is  lelt  under  our  own  sy’stem,  with  much 
less  regard  to  their  comfort  in  sickness  and  age. 
This  vast  system  of  servitude  carries  with  itself  the 
elements  ot  increase:  not,  it  is  true,  by  tiie  African 
slave  trade,  but  by  means  not  less  inhuman;  that  ol 
organizing  the  subject  race  into  armies,  and  ex- 
hausting their  strength  and  life  in  reducing  all 
around  to  the  same  state  of  servitude. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  the  East  India  company 
is  but  a department  of  tire  British  government, 
through  which  it  exercises  its  control,  and  holds  in 
subjection  that  vast  region.  Be  it  so.  I stickle  not 
for  nice  distinctions.  But  how  stands  the  case  un- 
der this  aspect?  if  it  be  contrary  lo  the  laws  of  na- 
ture or  nations,  for  man  to  hold  man  in  subjection 
individually,  is  it  not  equally  contrary  lor  a body  of 


men  to  hold  another  in  subjection?  And  if  that  be 
true,  is  it  not  as  much  so  lor  one  nation  to  hold 
another  in  subjection?  If  man  individually  has  an 
absolute  rigid  to  self-government,  have  not  men 
aggregated  into  states,  or  nations,  an  equal  right? — 
li  there  be  a difference,  is  not  the  right  the  more 
perfect  in  a people,  or  nation,  than  in  the  individuals 
who  compose  it?  And  is  not  the  subjection  of  one 
people  to  another  usually  accompanied  with,  at  least, 
as  much  abuse,  cruelly  and  oppression,  as  that  of 
one  individual  to  another?  Is  it  possible  to  make  a 
distinction  which  shall  justify  the  one  and  con- 
demn tile  other?  And  if  not,  what  right,  then,  I ask, 
lias  Great  Britain  to  hold  India  in  subjection,  if  it  be 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature,  or  nations,  for  one 
man  to  hold  another  in  subj-ction?  Or,  what  right 
to  hold  Canada,  or  her  numerous  subject  colonics, 
all  over  the  globe?  Or,  to  come  nearer  to  the  point, 
in  what  light  does  it  place  her  boasted  abolition  of 
slavery  in  tire  West  Indies?  What  has  she,  in  reali- 
ty, done  there  but  to  break  1 he  compara’ively  mild 
and  guardian  authority  of  the  master,  and  lo  substi- 
tute in  its  place  her  own  direct  and  unlimited  power? 
What  but  to  replace  the  overseer,  by  (he  army,  Ihe 
sheriff,  (he  constable,  and  the  tax  collector?  Has  she 
made  her  slaves  free?  Given  Ihem  the  right  of  self- 
government!  Is  it  not  mockery  to  call  their  pre- 
sent subject  condition  freedom?  What  would  she 
call  it,  it  it  were  hers — if,  by  some  calamity  to  her 
and  the  civilized  world,  she  should  fall  under  similar 
subjection  to  France,  or  some  other  power?  Would 
she  call  that  freedom,  or  the  most  galling  and  into- 
lerable slavery? 

But  I approach  near  home.  I cross  Ihe  Atlantic, 
passing  unnoticed  subjugated  Ireland,  with  her  eight 
millions  of  people,  and  only  ninety  thousand  voters, 
and  placing  myself  on  (he  boasted  shores  of  England 
herself,  I ask,  how  will  the  principle  work  there? 

It  was  estimated  by  Burk,  if  my  memory  serves 
me,  shortly  before  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
that  the  Brilish  public,  estimating  as  such  all  wiio 
exercised  influence  over  the  government,  did  not 
exceed  200,000  individuals.  Since  then  it  has,  no 
doubt,  greatly  increased  by  the  extension  of  the 
right  of  suffrages  and  other  causes.  Say  lhat  it  has 
trebled  or  quadrupled,  and,  to  be  liberal,  that  it 
amounts  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand.  In 
this  small  portion,  then,  is  vested  the  supreme  con- 
trol and  dominion  over  the  twenty-live  millions, 
which  constitutes  ihe  population  of  Ihe  British  isles. 
If,  then,  it  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature  or  na- 
tions for  man  to  hold  man  in  subjection,  or  one  na- 
tion another,  how  can  a small  part  or  class  of  a 
community  hold  the  rest?  Or  on  what  principle, 
according  to  that  maxim,  can  these  few  hundred 
thousands  hold  so  many  millions?  If  the  right  of 
self-government  forbids  the  subjection  of  one  man 
to  another,  does  it  not  equally  forbid  that  of  a small 
portion  of  the  community  over  tiie  residue?  And, 
if  so,  must  not  the  maxim  terminate  in  (he  lit  er 
overthrow  of  Ihe  present  political  and  social  system 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  rest  of  Europe? 

What  a picture  is  presented  lo  Ihe  mind  in  con- 
templating the  present  state  of  thing  in  England! — 
We  behold  a small  island  in  Ihe  German  ocean,  tin- 
dei  the  absolute  control  of  a few  hundred  thousand 
individuals,  holding  an  unlimited  subjection  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  human 
beings,  dispersed  over  every  part  of  the  globe,  mak- 
ing not  less  than  two  hundred  to  each  of  the  domi- 
nant class;  and  yet  that  class  propagating  a maxim, 
with  more  than  missionary  zeal,  that  strikes  at  the 
foundation  of  this  mighty  power!  I would  say  to 
her  and  other  powers  impelled  by  like  madness. — 
You  are  attempting  what  will  prove  impossible. — 
You  lay  down  a maxim  which  you  would  limit  in 
its  application,  so  as  lo  suit  your  own  safety  and 
convenience.  Vain  hope  in  this  inquiring  and  in- 
vestigating age.  You  caur.ot  make  a monopoly  ol 
a principle  so  as  to  vend  it  lor  your  own  benefit. 
It  will  be  carried  out  to  its  ultimate  results,  when  its 
reaction  will  be  terrific  on  your  social  and  political 
condition.  Already  it  begins  to  show  ils  fruits. 
The  subject  mass  of  your  population,  under  the 
name  of  chartists,  are  now  clamoring  lor  the  benefit 
of  the  maxim,  as  applied  to  themselves.  They  de- 
mand practically,  in  their  case,  Ihe  benefit  of  the 
principle  you  propogate  at  a distance;  and  lor  so  do- 
ing, are  cut  down  without  merey.  My  object  is  not 
to  censure  the  course  adopted  towards  them.  It  is 
not  for  me  lo  judge  what  your  safety  may  require.  I 
am  simply  showing  lhat  the  maxim  on  which  you 
profess  (o  act  in  relation  to  the  West  India  colonies, 
and  which  you  must  apply  to  our  case,  in  order  lo 
sustain  your  decision,  begins  to  he  applied  to  your 
own  at  home.  It  is  only  the  beginning.  Already 
it  is  passing  into  a higher  and  more  intellectual 
class,  who  are  applying  it  lo  the  present  social  and 
political  condition  of  Europe.  A body  of  men,  not 
inconsiderable  either  for  numbers  or  talents,  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  particularly  in  France,  are 


busy  in  making  such  application.  They  are  men 
not  of  a character  to  stop  shoit,  or  be  intimidated 
by  final  results.  Already  they  proclaim  lhat  social 
or  political  slavery — I hat  which  results  from  tiie 
subjection  of  the  great  mass  of  society  to  tiie  small 
governing  class,  is  worse  than  domestic  slavery — 
that  which  exists  within  tiie  southern  portion  ol  our 
union,  in  ils  mildest  and  most  mitigated  lonn.  In 
illustration,  I will  read  an  extract  from  Ihe  Paris 
correspondent  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  said  lo 
be  Mr.  Walsh,  taken  from  the  work  of  the  Abbe 
Lainannais: 

The  Abbe  exclaims— “In  good  sooth,  I am  not 
in  the  least  astonished  that  so  many,  viewing  only 
the  material  side  of  things,  and  the  present  separat- 
ed from  the  future,  should,  in  the  midst  of  our  boast- 
ed civilization,  regret  the  ancient  domestic  slavery. 
Thirty-three  millions  of  Frenchmen,  true  sells  of 
this  era,  crouch  ignoineniously  under  the  domination 
of  two  hundred  thousand  privileged  masters,  and 
supreme  dispensers  of  their  lot.  Such  i3  tiie  fruit  of 
onr  struggles  ior  half  a century.  Slaves  arise  and 
break  your  chains!  let  Ihem  no  longer  degrade  in 
you  the  name  of  man!  Eighteen  cent uries  oi  Chris- 
tianity have  elapsed,  and  we  still  live  under  the 
pagan  system.” 

To  this  I add  another  extract,  taken  from  another 
of  the  public  journals,  which  will  give  some  idea 
what  are  tiie  fruits  of  slavery  in  the  form  so  velie- 
inenfly  denounced  hv  tire  Abbe: 

“England  and  Ireland.  It’s  enough  to  make 
one’s  heart  bleed,  if  all  were  true,  in  (he  winter 
pictures  drawn  of  the  starved,  suffering  condition 
of  the  peasantry  in  the  bogs — their  cabins  inundat- 
ed with  rains  and  mud — tiie  bodies  of  tiie  laborers 
saturated  with  wet,  sleeping  on  tireless  hearths, 
arid  peat  at  the  exorbitant  price  of  a penny  a 
sod — too  exhorbitant  to  cook  the  very  few  potatoes 
they  may  have.  Parallel  to  these  scenes  the  Eng- 
lish operatives  are  stated  to  be  reduced  to  dire  ex- 
tremity, and  around  these  dark  amt  gloomy  spots, 
we  have  narratives  of  Ihe  luxurious  and  voluptuous 
life  led  by  the  favored  few  of  the  gentry  and  no- 
bility.” 

It  such  is  the  condition  of  what  the  Abbe  calls 
“Ihe  serfs  of  this  era”  in  tiie  most  civilized  country 
in  Europe,  well  may  our  domestic  slave,  in  the 
midst  of  plenty,  and  under  tiie  guardian  care  of  a 
master,  identified  with  him  in  interest,  rejoice  at 
his  comparative  happy  condition.  The  exaggerat- 
ed picture,  drawn  by  the  most  infuriated  abolition- 
ist, can  find  nothing  in  the  whole  region  of  the 
south  to  equal  this  picture  of  misery  and  want;  and 
yet  it  is  Great  Britain,  wherein  such  a contrast  of 
wretchedness  and  voluptuousness  exists,  that  u ages 
such  unrelenting  hostility  against  domestic  slavery! 
She  wars  against  herself.  Tiie  maxim  she  now 
pushes  against  others,  will,  in  turn,  be  pushed 
against  her.  She  is  preparing  the  way  for  univer- 
sal discord,  within  and  without.  Tiie  movement 
began  with  Wiiberforce,  and  other  misguided  men 
like  him,  who,  although  humane  and  benevolent, 
looked  at  the  surface  of  tilings,  with  little  know- 
ledge of  tiie  spiings  of  human  aejion,  or  t he  princi- 
ples on  which  tiie  existing  social  and  poliiical  fabric 
of  Europe  rests;  and  I may  add,  like  all  other  enthu- 
siasts, without  much  regard,  as  to  t tie  means  em- 
ployed in  accomplishing  a favorite  object. 

There  never  before  existed  on  this  globe  a nation 
that  presented  such  a spectacle  as  G.  Biitain  does  at 
this  moment.  She  seems  to  he  actuated  by  the  most 
opposite  and  conflicting  mo'ives.  While  apparently 
actuated  by  so  much  zeal,  on  tins  side  of  t lie  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  ihe  cause  of  humanity  and  liberty, 
she  appears  lo  be  actuated,  on  the  oilier  side,  by  a 
spirit  of  conquest  and  domination  not  surpassed, 
by  Rome,  in  the  haughtiest  days  of  (tie  republic. 
Sue  has  just  subjected  and  added  to  tier  vast  empire 
in  t fie  east,  the  country  between  India  and  Poisia; 
and  is  at  this  moment,  ii  we  are  to  believe  ‘recent 
accounts,  preparing  an  extensive  expedition  against 
the  oldest  ol  nations,  containing  a population  not 
less  Ilian  a fourth  of  the  human  race — a nation  that 
has  lived  through  generations  of  nations,  and  which 
was  old  and  civilized  before  Hie  governments  of 
Western  Europe  came  into  existence;  I need  scarce- 
ly say  I refer  to  China.  Let  me  add  to  her  other 
claims  to  respect  ami  veneration,  that,  of  all  despo- 
tic governments,  it  seems  to  me,  (judging  from  the 
scanty  evidence  we  have  of  a people  so  secluded), 
it  is  the  wisest  and  most  parental.  And  lor  what, 
if  we  may  believe  report,  is  Great  Britain  about  to 
wage  war  against  this  venerable  and  peaceful  peo- 
ple? To  force  on  them  the  use  ot  opium,  the  pro- 
duct of  her  slaves  on  her  Hindu  plantation,  against 
the  resistance  of  the  Chinese  government.  And 
w hat  is  the  extent  and  character  of  this  trade?  It 
is  calculated  it  would  have  reached,  the  last  year, 
bad  it  not  been  interrupted,  forty  thousand  diesis, 
or  more  than  five  millions  of  pounds,  worth  about 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  sufficient,  by  estimate, 
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to  supply,  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  of  opium 
s nokers,  an  1 to  cause  a greater  destruction  of  life 
annually,  thin  the  aggregate  number  of  negroes  in 
the  British  West  India  colonies,  whose  condition 
has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  morbid  sympathy. 
It  is  against  the  trade  in  this  pernicious  ami  poison- 
ous drug,  carried  on  by  fraud  and  smuggling,  that 
the  C.iinese  government  has  taken  the  most  ener- 
getic and  decisive  measures,  as  it  was  called  to  do 
by  the  highest  consideration  of  policy  and  humani- 
ty. Of  ail  deaths,  none  is  more  wretched  than  that 
occasioned  by  this  seductive  but  fatal  drug.  The 
subject  siowiy  expires,  with  all  the  powers  and 
functions  of  tnind  and  body  completely  exhausted, 
a spectacle  odious  to  behold. 

Such  is  the  trade  which,  it  is  said,  the  expedition 
is  intended  to  enforce,  against  the  decrees  of  the 
Chinese  government.  The  rumor,  I hope,  is  ground- 
less. I hope,  for  the  honor  of  England — lor  the 
honor  of  modern  civilization,  and  the  Christian 
name — that  its  object  is  far  different;  and  that,  in- 
stead of  enforcing  a traffic  so  abominable,  it  is  in- 
tended to  co-operate  with  the  wise  and  humane 
policy  of  the  Chinese  government  in  suppressing  it; 
and  that,  so  far  from  aiding  smugglers  and  ruffians, 
it  is  intended  to  seize  and  punish  them,  as  they  de- 
serve. If,  however,  rumor  should  prove  true,  what 
a contrast  it  would  exhibit  between  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  in  that  and  this  quarter  of  the  globe? 
There,  we  fi  l l her  extending  her  power  and  do- 
minion, regardless  of  justice  or  humanity;  while 
here,  we  find  her  in  tile  depth  of  sympathy  far  a 
band  of  negroes,  brought  into  our  ports  under  a sus- 
picion of  murder  and  piracy,  intermeddling  in  their 
behalf  with  our  own  and  the  Spanish  governments 

and  that,  too,  at  the  solicitation  of  an  abolition 

society  of  her  own  subject-'!  Strange  as  this  in  iy 
seem,  it  is  true.  I hold  in  my  hand  evidence  of  the 
fact,  which  I request  the  secretary  to  read. 

The  secretary  then  read  the  following: 

“Foreign  office  London,  Dec.  23, 1333. 

• igiB, With  reference  to  ttie  memorial  of  the  Glas- 


gow Emancipation  society,  dated  the  25th  ot  Octo- 
ber last,  on  behalf  of  the  negroes  wiio  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Amistad,  and  were  subsequently  carried 
to  New  London,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  I 
am  directed  by  viscount  Palmerston  to  state  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  above  mentioned  society, 
that  his  lordship  has  directed  her  majesty’s  minister 
at  Washington  to  interpose  his  good  offices  in  their 
behalf,  in  order  that  they  may  be  restored  to  liberty; 
ami  his  lordship  has  further  instructed  her  majesty’s 
charge  d’affaires  at  Madrid  to  call  upon  the  Spanish 
government  to  issue,  immediately,  slrict  orders  to 
the  authorities  of  Cuba,  that  if  the  request  of  the 
Spanish  minister  at  Washington  is  complied  with, 
the  negroes  in  question  may  be  put  in  posse-sion  of 
their  liberties. 

‘•Her  majesty’s  charge  d’affaires  at  Madrid  has 
likewise  been  instructed  to  urge  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  cause  the  laws  against  the  slave  trade  to 
ba  enforced  against  Messrs.  Ruiz  and  Montez,  and 
a minst  all  other  Spanish  subjects  concerned  in  the 
transaction  in  question. 

“I  am  sir  your  m ist  obedient  humble  servant, 

’ “W.  FOX  STRANGWAYS. 

“ IVm.  P.  Patton,  esq.  fyc.  Glasgow. 

Yes,  strange  ways,  indeed,  il  it  might  be  per- 
mitted on  so  grave  an  occasion,  to  allude  to  a name. 
Strange  ways — making  millions  of  slaves  in  one 
hemisphere — forcing  by  fire  and  sword  the  poison- 
ous product  of  their  labor  on  an  old  and  civilized 
people,  while,  in  another,  interposing  in  a tlood 
of  sympathy,  in  behalf  of  a band  of  barbarous  slaves, 
with  hands  imbrued  with  blood!  I trust  such 
officious  iutermedling  will  be  met  as  it  deseives. 
Has  it  come  to  this,  that  we  cannot  touch  a subject 
connected  with  an  Alrican,  without  the  in.erference 
of  another  government,  at  the  solicitation  of  a fo- 
reign society,  instigated,  no  doubt,  by  a foreign  fac- 
tion among  ours  -Ives?  1 mean  not  a taction  ol  fo- 
reigners. but  of  our  own  people,  who,  in  their  fana- 
tical zeal  have  lo -t  every  feeling  belonging  to  an 
American,  and  transferred  their  allegiance  to  a fo- 
reign power. 

In  making  these  remarks  I have  not  been  actu- 
ated by  feehngs  of  hostility  towards  Great  Britain. 
My  mitive  is  far  different.  With  all  her  faults  1 
admire  and  esteem  her  for  many  and  great  quali- 
ties. My  desire  is  peace.  It  is  the  wish  ot  the 
civilized  world;  and  I would  regard  war  between 
the  two  kindred  people  as  among  the  greatest  of  ca- 
lamities. But  justice  is  indispensable  to  peace 
among  nations.  Our  maxim  ought  to  be.  neither 
to  do  nor  to  submit  to  wrong;  to  ask  for  nothing  but 
justice,  and  to  accept  nothing  less;  but  never  dis- 
turb peaceful  relations  till  every  means  of  obtaining 
justice  has  been  tried  in  vain.  I have  in  thi3  case 
acted  in  that  spirit.  I believe,  solemnly,  that  jus- 
tice has  been  withheld.  To  prove  that,  has  been 
my  object,  I trust  I have  done  it  to  the  satisfaction 


of  the  senate.  I also  believe  that  justice  lias  bpen 
withheld  on  grounds  utterly  untenable,  and  which, 
if  persisted  in,  must  lead,  in  the  end,  to  the  avowal 
of  a principle,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  that 
must  strike  a fatal  blow  at  the  peace  of  the  two 
countries;  and,  in  its  reaction,  on  the  social  and  po- 
litical condition  of  Grpat  Britain  and  the  rest  of 
Europe.  Thus  believing,  I have  attempted  to  point 
to  some  of  the  disastrous  consequences  which  must 
lollow,  with  the  view  of  rousing  attention  to  the 
question  at  issue  between  the  two  governments,  and 
in  the  case  under  consideration,  in  order  to  obtain 
redress  of  injury.  If,  in  making  my  remarks,  I 
have  assailed  her,  it  is  because  we  have  been  as- 
sailed, as  I conceive,  in  assuming  the  principle  on 
which  justice  has  been  withheld. 

Tils  immediate  object  I had  for  introducing  these 
resolutions  was,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  senate  on 
tile  subject  to  which  they  refer;  and  which  em- 
braces a principle  vital  to  us  of  the  south  amt  ot 
deep  interest  to  the  rest  of  the  union.  My  convic- 
tion is  strong,  that  we  have  justice  on  our  side;  and 
I wish  to  afford  to  our  brethren  in  the  other  sections, 
an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  a proof  of  their  attach- 
ment to  the  common  interest,  by  sustaining  a cause 
where  we  are  particularly  concerned,  ns  we  did,  at 
the  last  session,  by  sustaining  unanimously  one 
where  Ihey  were.* 

I have  no  particular  wish,  as  to  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  resolutions.  All  I desire  is  a direct 
vole  on  them;  but  I am  indifferent  whether  tlmy 
slinil  be  first  referred  and  reported  on,  or  be  dis- 
cussed on  without  reference.  I leave  the  senate  to 
decide  which  course  shall  he  adopted. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  as  very  important  princi- 
ples were  involved  in  these  resolutions,  it  would  be 
proper  that  we  should  examine  the  whole  ground 
before  we  vote  upon  them.  He  was  biinself  pre- 
pared to  vote  now,  having  had  occasion  to  examine 
I he  question  some  time  since,  but  others  very  pro- 
bably had  not  done  so.  The  able  speech  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  had  thrown  much 
light  oil  the  subject,  and  could  not  fail  of  attracting 
the  attention  ot  senators  to  it.  He  would  therefore 
prefer  that  it  should  be  passed  over  informally  for 
tile  present.  As  to  the  interference  of  the  British 
government  in  the  matter  of  the  Africans  taken  in 
the  Amistad  he  thought  it  was  decidedly  wrong, 
and  no  good  could  result  from  it.  It  was  a question 
which  could  only  concern  two  governments — the 
) Spanish  and  American — bolh  of  which  are  perfectly 
competent  to  protect  the  rights  of  their  citizens,  and 
do  justice  in  the  premises.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  considered  the  unasked  inteiferenee  of  a 
third  power  an  intrusion.  He  wished  to  see  what 
course  the  executive  would  take  in  this  matter,  as 
in  questions  between  foreign  governments  and  our 
own,  he  thought  we  should  act  nationally — that  all 
the  departments  of  ou'r  government  should  act  in 
harmony. 

Mr.  King  said  he  was  fully  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  as  no  one  could  fail  ol 
being  who  had  investigated  it,  or  who  had  listened 
to  the  remarks  of  the  senator  from  Son t li  Carolina  — 
It  was  a question  which,  if  not  arrested  and  settled 
now,  will  lead  to  momentous  and  disastrous  conse- 
quences hereafter.  Viewing  it  in  this  light,  and 
with  a view  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  full  inves- 
tigation, lie  would,  with  the  assent  of  his  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  move  the  reference  of  the  reso- 
lutions to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Calhoun  assenting. 

The  resolutions  were  accordingly  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations. 
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April  23.  Mr.  Porter  presented  a petition  ask- 
ing that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  certian  papers  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 
city  of  Detroit. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  asking  the  passage  of  a bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  a petition  from 
the  Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia  rail  road  compa- 
ny, praying  an  extension  of  time  on  their  duty 
bonds. 

Mr.  Nowell,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  a report  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petitions  praying  for  a duty 
on  foreign  fish. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  bill  to  altpr  the 
time  of  holding  the  terms  of  the  United  States 
courts  in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  ‘an  act  for  laying  off  the 

*Referring  to  the  case  of  Maine. 


towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  the 
county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the  towns  Belleview, 
Dubuque  and  Peru,  in  the  county  of  Dubuque, 
terrilory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  oilier  purposes.’” 
was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  and,  after 
being  discussed,  was  informally  passed  over  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
providing  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  taken  up,  when  a 
highly  animated  and  interesting  discussion  took 
place,  wherein  Messrs.  Clay,  ot  Ala.  Clay,  ofKy. 
Walker,  Merrick,  Benton,  Crittenden,  Preston,  Cal- 
houn and  others  participated. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  bill;  the  question  having 
been  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas 
20,  nays  16. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion, but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  limited 
his  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  only  in  the  sec- 
tion which  confined  the  privilege  of  purchasing  at 
a less  price  to  setllers  ori  adjacent  lands. 

After  some  further  debate  on  this  motion,  the 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  yeas  12,  nays  26. 

Tile  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the 
follow  ing  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Cuihberih,  Fulton, Grundy,  Henderson,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
f ierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smidi,  of  Indiana, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wright,  Young 
— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Lixon,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles — 11. 

The  senate  adjourned  at  five  o’clock. 

April  24.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a petition 
from  Jonathan  H.  Cobb,  of  Dedham,  and  Samuel 
Cobb,  of  Needham,  Massachusetts,  manufacturers 
of  silk,  praying  that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on  im- 
ported foreign  silks,  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Clay  county,  asking  for  a superintendency  of  In- 
dian affairs  on  the  western  frontier  of  the  state  of 
Missouri. 

Also,  between  20  and  30  petitions  from  citizens 
of  Missouri  praying  remuneration  lor  h sso!  horses 
taken  by  Indians  and  other  Indian  depredations. 

Mr.  Norvell,  irom  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  granting  to  the 
state  of  Missouri  a quantity  of  land  to  aid  said 
state  in  the  construction  of  a canal  around  the  falls 
of  St.  Marie,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claim  of  the  state  of  Maine  for  the  services 
of  her  militia. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
While  being  taken  up,  he  ofiered  the  following  as  a 
substitute,  which  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  the  senate  a statement  of  the  names  of 
banks  in  which  special  depusites  in  specie  were  made 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  ot  the  United  Smies,  in 
anticipation  of  receiving  therefor  treasury  notes  issued 
under  the  acts  of  1337,  1838  and  1S39;  and  a monthly 
statement  of  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  delivered  on 
account  of  having  received  certificates  of  such  special 
deposites,  specifying  the  date  and  amount  of  the  first 
of  such  treasury  notes  so  delivered,  with  the  rates  of 
interest  of  such  treasury  notes,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  or  banks  to  whom  the  same  were  delivered. 
Also,  a statement  of  the  amount  remaining  in  each  of 
such  banks  to  the  credit  of  said  treasurer  at  the  date  of 
the  first  of  such  certificates  issued  by  such  bank.  And 
also  a monthly  statement  of  the  amount  of  all  other 
deposiles  lo  the  credit  of  said  treasurer  ill  such  banks 
for  each  month,  during  die  period  between  the  date  of 
such  first  certificate  and  the  date  of  the  paymem  of  such 
treasury  notes.  Also,  a monthly  statement  of  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  drafts  drawn  against  such  special 
or  other  deposiles  in  each  month  during  such  period, 
slating  the  transactions  with  each  bank  in  a separate 
account.  And  also,  copies  of  all  correspondence  be- 
tween the  department  and  such  banks,  and  any  per- 
son or  persons,  preceding  and  accompanying  the  mak- 
ing such  special  deposites,  as  first  above  named,  and 
relating  thereto,  or  the  delivery  of  such  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report  to 
the  senate  the  aggregate  amount  of  all  expenditures  or 
payments  of  every  kind  from  the  treasury  in  each  year, 
from  1824  to  1S39  inclusive,  in  one  column;  and  in 
another  column,  for  each  year,  the  aggregate  amount, 
independent  of  the  payments  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  whether  founded  or  unfounded;  and  in  a third 
column  the  aggregate  amount  for  permanent  and  ordi- 
nary purposes,  excluding  payments  on  account  of 
objects  either  extraordinary  or  temporary — such  as  the 
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public  debt,  trust  funds  and  indemnities,  claims  of 
states  for  w ar  debts,  or  3 per  cents,  on  lands  sold,  oc- 
casional donations  in  money  to  objects  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  otherwise,  survey  of  the  coast,  taking  the 
ce..sus,  duties  refunded,  the  exploring  expedition,  and 
materials  collected  for  the  graudual  improvement  of  the 
navy,  durable  public  buildings  ot  all  kinds,  bridges  and 
fortifications,  all  roads,  canals,  breakwaters  and  im- 
provements in  rivers  and  harbors,  arming  militia  and 
lorts,  all  pensions  except  those  to  invalids,  and  the  pur- 
chases of  title  to  lands  from  Indians,  the  removal  of 
Indians  and  the  wars,  with  such  other  payments  as 
may  have  been  made  in  those  years  for  property  lost  or 
injuries  committed  during  any  hostilities. 

Mr.  NorvelL  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  so  modifying 
the  laws  regulating  the  drawback  of  duty  upon  foreign 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  that 
such  goods,  transported  from  the  Atlantic  ports  within 
and  through  the  states,  and  re-exported  from  any  port 
in  the  United  States  situate  upon  the  upper  St.  Law- 
rence and  the  lakes,  to  any  port  or  place  in  the  British 
possessions  upon  these  waters,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges  of  drawback  as  similar  merchandise 
re-expor.ed  from  an  Atlantic  port  to  a foreign  country. 

Mr.  While  submitted  the  lolloping  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  whether  it  is  practicable  to  construct,  at  a small 
expense,  temporary  piers  for  the  accommodation  and 
security  of  trade  and  commerce  at  the  towns  ot  Racine 
and  Southport,  oil  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan; and,  if  so,  that  he  submit  a plan  of  said  works, 
and  the  probable  cost  thereof. 

The  bill  lor  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
terms  of  the  federal  courts  in  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania  at  Williamsport,  was  read  a third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  piiceof  the  public  lands  was  read  a 
third  tune,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Whi.e, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 2d. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Dixon,  Knight,  Merrick,  Preston — 8. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  bills  on  the  private  calendar,  when  a number 
were  passed,  and  others  indefinitely  postponed, 
after  which  the  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

April  27.  The  vice  p resident  submitted  to  the 
senate  a message  Iroin  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  covering  documents  from  the  secretary  ol 
war  in  relation  to  the  defences  of  the  country  en- 
trusted to  the  department  of  war. 

Also,  from  the  same,  covering  a document  from 
the  po3t  office  department,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  senate,  in  relation  to  the  sale  or 
exchange  of  government  drafts  by  disbursing  offi- 
cers or  contractors. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  a petition  from  inhabitants 
of  Michigan,  asking  the  passage  of  a general  bank- 
rupt law. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  claims,, recom- 
mending the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fillebrown,  jr.  and  John 
Underwood,  were  agreed  to,  alter  which  the  senate 
adjourned. 

April  28.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a report  Irom  tue  navy  department,  showing 
the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  navy  commission- 
ers, lor  the  year  1839. 

Several  petitions  were  presented  from  individuals, 
and  a number  of  reports  made  from  committees 
on  private  claims. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  build- 
ing of  a court  house  in  the  town  of  Alexandria. 
Also,  a bill  to  light  the  capitol  and  Pennsylvania 
avenue  by  carbonated  bydiogen  gas. 

Mr.  Linn,  on  notice,  introduced  a bill  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  territory  of 
Oregon. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  White  on  Friday 
last,  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  amended,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  by  adding  thereto  “so  far 
as  the  same  information  has  not  been  before  com- 
municated to  the  senate,”  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  the  aggregate  amount  of 
value  of  all  the  imports,  deducting  reslupments  into 
each  state  of  the  union  from  the  beginning  of  the  go- 
vernment, or  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  arranged  by 
states,  the  aggregate  amount  of  duties  collected  in 
each,  including  the  expenses  of  collection,  and  the  rate 
per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  duties  on  the  aggregate  va- 
lue of  imports,  deducting  drawbacks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  bankrupt  bills, 
reported  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  were 
made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  weak. 


The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  au- 
thorising the  secretary  of  war  to  continue  certain 
clerks  in  the  Indian  bureau,  was  read  a third  tune 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Maine  for 
services  of  her  militia,  which  after  being  consider- 
ed in  committee  of  the  whole,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  lo  settle  the 
claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  U.  Stales 
was  also  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  respecting  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States  was  deuated 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  the  judi- 
cial system  of  the  United  States,’”  was  discussed 
at  some  length,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  29.  Mr.  Clay,  presented  a memorial,  nu- 
merously signed,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  en- 
gaged in  the  hatting  business,  praying  a dutv  to 
be  laid  on  silk  and  fur  hats. 

Mr.  Haggles,  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
Maine,  asking  the  establishment  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  a number  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  in  Illinois, praying  that  their  pre-emp-  j 
lion  rights  to  said  lands  may  not  be  affected  by  the 
grant  to  the  “Polish  exiles;”  and  also  from  the 
lurther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  “Po- 
lish exiles,”  praying  to  be  allowed  to  settle  and 
cultivate  the  lands  heretofore  granted  to  them  bv 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Preston  asked  the  consent  of  the  senate  to 
take  up  the  bill  permitting  the  works  of  Ameiican 
artists  in  foreign  countries  to  be  imported  free  of 
duty;  which  having  been  obtained,  the  bill  was 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
granting  one  township  of  land  to  the  territory  ol 
Florida,  lor  the  establishment  of  the  Dade  institute. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Pulton,  Srulh- 
ard  and  Buchanan,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cluy,  of  Alabama,  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  the  11th  of 
May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
bel of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Robert  Fulton,  deceas- 
ed, was  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday,  the 
6th  May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Norvell,  the  bill  granting  to 
Michigan  a quantity  of  land  to  aid  said  state  in  the 
construction  of  a canal  round  the  falls  of  St.  Marie, 
was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  af- 
ter being  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by 
a vote  of  29  yeas  to  16  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  bill  to 
authorise  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail 
road  company,  to  enter,  on  a credit,  a quantity  ol 
land  to  aid  the  company  in  the  construction  of  a rail 
road  from  New  Albany,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  to 
Mount  Carmel,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  being  de- 
bated at  some  length  by  Messrs.  Smith,  White, 
Crittenden,  Benton,  Clay,  and  others,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  by  a vote  of  17  yeas  to  19  nays. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selina  and  Tennes- 
see rail  road  company  was  also  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  soon 
after  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  23.  The  speuker  announced  the, 
unfinished  business  to  be  the  resolution  heretofore 
reported  from  the  committee  on  public  expendi- 
tures, proposing  to  abolish  the  said  committee  on 
account  of  its  duties  having  been  assigned  to  other 
committees.  Mr.  Adams  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Reed  asked  leave  to  present  the  memorial  of 
a respectable  individual  of  Massachusetts,  now'  in 
this  city,  who  alleges  that  a great  fraud,  in  some 
way,  has  been  practised  upon  the  United  States  in 
payment  of  a debt  due  from  the  Common  wealth 
bank  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  R.  said  he  thought 
the  subject  required  investigation,  and  hoped  his 
colleague  would  yield  the  floor,  and  that  no  one 
would  object. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  objected,  and  the  memorial  was  not 
read. 

Mr.  Adams  (who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday! 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  A.  having 
concluded — 


Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  said  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  committee  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  their  reports.  The 
house  had  now  been  detained  nearly  a week  in  the 
discussion  of  this  question,  and  he  thought  all  the 
members  were  prepared  to  vote;  he  was  so,  and  he 
supposed  the  whole  house  was.  He  would  there- 
fore move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hall,  ot  Vermont,  asked  Mr.  T.  to  withdraw 
the  demand  to  enable  him  to  say  a few  words  in  ex- 
planation; but  Mr.  T.  declined  to  do  so.  And  the 
call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded.  And 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Cashing  said,  as  this  had  been  a subject  of 
great  controversy  in  the  present  as  well  as  m past 
cougiesscs,  he  would  ask  the  yeas  and  nays.  And 
they  were  ordered  And  the  main  question  (being 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution)  was  then  taken 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  6,  nays  118.  So 
the  resolution  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  again  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois  in  the  chair),  on 
the  hill  making  appropriations  (or  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expense^of  the  government  lor  the  year 
1849. 

Mr.  McKay,  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor),  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  reference  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  general  government,  &c.  When  he 
had  concluded,  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  followed  in 
a sort  of  running  commentary  on  the  speech  just 

delivered,  which  he  handled  with  great  severity, 

He  was  follow'ed  by  Mr.  Atherton,  of  N.  H.  who 
spoke  at  large  in  reply  to  Mr.  Evans,  in  support  of 
Mr.  McKay,  and  on  the  general  politics  of  the  coun- 
try. He  continued  to  occupy  the  floor  till  a quarter 
before  seven,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  that 
the  committee  rise.  The  vote  being  taken,  the  ayes 
were  54,  the  noes  22;  no  quoiurn  having  voted,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house; 
which  thereupon  adjourned. 

Friday,  April  24.  The  speaker  announced  that 
the  first  business  in  order  was  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
public  buildings  (Mr.  Lincoln)  in  relation  to  pio- 
curing  a chandelier  for  the  hall  of  the  house,  which 
was  adopted. 

The  speaker  called  the  committees  for  reports, 
when  a number  of  bills  was  presented  and  appro- 
priately disposed  of,  which  will  be  duly  noticed  in 
their  progiess. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair)  and  took  up 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. 

Mr.  Atherton,  ol  New  Hamshire,  then  resumed 
the  floor,  and  continued  and  completed  his  speech 
on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  He  concluded 
at  about  two  o’clock,  when  the  speaker  gave  the 
floor  to  Mr.  Mason , of  Ohio,  who  addressed  the 
committee  until  half  past  five  o’clock,  in  an  ex- 
tended reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Atherton. 

Air.  Morgan  followed,  with  some  interesting  facts. 
Mr.  M.  spoke  until  seven  o’clock.  The  debale 
was  continued  by  Mr.  Rariden,  iri  some  remarks 
the  general  tendency  of  which  was  lo  fix  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  failure  lo  procure  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  Cumberland  road. 

Air.  Clifford  then  obtained  the  floor,  hut  gave 
wav  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  who,  after 
referring  to  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  ex- 
posure of  the  health  of  the  members  therefrom,  and 
the  impossibility  of  getting  (he  bill  out  of  commit- 
tee to-night,  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  On 

which  motion  there  appeared,  ayes  26,  noes  79. 

(No  quorum  voting).  And  the  committee  then 
rose,  and  the  chairman  reported  that  fact  to  the 
house.  Mr.  Evans  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to 
show  the  impossibility  of  passing  the  bill  through 
the  committee  to-night,  because  lie  said  there  were 
many  amendments  to  be  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  which  would  require 
consideration,  and  must  give  rise  to  debate. 

Air.  Vanderpoel  inquired  of  the  chair  what  mo- 
tion was  before  the  house?  The  speaker  said  there 
was  none.  Air.  Vanderpoel  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  then  make  his  motion  at  once.  Mr.  Evans 
said  he  was  about  to  do  so.  Air.  Vanderpoel. — 
Then  make  your  molion  before  you  hang  a speech 
on  it.  Mr.  Evans  claimed  ihe  floor.  He  then 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  said  he  should  pro- 
ceed to  debate  that  motion.  The  speaker  said  the 
gentleman  must  confine  himself  strictly  to  that 
point.  Air.  Evans  proceeded  to  say  that,  if  there 
were  other  amendments  which  would  ami  ought  to 
be  debated,  he  was  unwilling  that  they  should  be 
passed  upon  by  a minorily  vote.  And  he  could 
not  but  express  surprise  that  the  gentleman  lioin 
New  York  (Air.  Vanderpoel)  should  desire  to  sup- 
press aoy  remarks  that  might  be  made.  Mr.  Jones 
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rose  to  inquire  if  the  motion  for  a call  of  the  house 
was  debateable?  Mr.  Events  said  he  was  still  more 
astonished  to  hear  objections  Ifoin  the  chairman  ol 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  (Mr.  Jones). 
Mr.  Banks  submitted  io  the  chair  that  a motion  tor 
a call  of  the  house  was  a motion  to  organize,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  was  clear  1 y out  of  order  to  de- 
bate it.  Mr.  Evans.  I say  it  is  debateable,  and  il 
the  speaker  decides  that  it  is  not,  I will  appeal 
from  the  decision,  and  proceed  to  debate  the  appeal. 
Mr.  Vanderpoel.  Has  the  speaker  decided  that  a 
motion  tor  a call  of  the  house  is  debateable?  The 
speaker.  It  is  debateable,  so  far  as  the  remarks  are 
pertinent  to  the  question  of  the  call.  Mr.  Broin- 
goole  appealed  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  Evans  was  proceeding  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  the  appeal,  which  he  commenced  by  stat- 
ing he  was  as  anxious  to  pass  this  bill  as  any'  other 
gentleman;  when  he  was  called  to  order.  Mr.  E. 
thereupon  withdrew  his  motion  for  a call  of  the 
house,  and  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  On 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  were,  yeas  43,  nays  88.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn. 

And  a quorum  being  present,  the  house  (it  being 
now  9 o’clock)  again  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Casey 
in  the  chair)  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Clifford  commenced  his  remarks,  and  conti- 
nued until  11  o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  to  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  w'ho  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  The  question,  however,  was  not 
taken,  Mr.  Clifford,  having  stated  that,  as  he  heard 
several  gentlemen  sav  “go  on,”  he  would  prefer  to 
do  so.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  give  a general  ex- 
position of  his  political  views  and  principles,  and 
concluded  at  half  past  eleven  o’clock. 

Mr.  Billet  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
that  the  committee  rise;  when  there  appeared  ayes 
40,  noes  49.  (No  quorum  voting).  The  commit- 
tee then  rose,  and  the  chairman  reported  that  fact 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Proffit  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  an  adjournment;  on  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  u’ere  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were,  y’eas  53,  nays  53;  (a  tie).  And  the 
speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  vote  stood 
yeas  54,  nays  53. 

So,  at  ten  minutes  before  12  o’clock,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  25.  Mr.  Jenifer,  from  the  select 
committee  on  tobacco,  moved  that  such  extracts, 
from  certain  executive  documents  sent  to  this  house, 
as,  on  examination,  that  committee  might  think  pro- 
per, be  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  resolution  re- 
ported yesterday  from  the  committee  on  revolution- 
ary claims,  providing  for  the  printing  of  10,000 
extra  copies  ot  the  reports  ot  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority ot  that  committee  on  the  subject  of  claims 
on  the  United  States  for  revolutionary  services  in 
the  Virginia  continental  line  and  navy.  Mr.  Gra- 
ham moved  that  5,000  instead  of  10.000  be  printed. 
Mr.  Mitchell  moved  2,000,  and  Mr.  Graham  accept- 
ed that  as  a modification  of  his  motion.  And,  the 
several  questions  having  been  taken,  2,000  extra 
copies  of  the  said  reports  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  committees  were  then  called  for  reports, 
commencing  where  the  call  had  been  suspended 
yesterday.  . . 

Mr.  Bell , from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  a joint  resolution  to  authorise  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  to  continue  certain  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs; 
which  was  read  twice  by  ils  title. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  the  committee  had  had  under 
con  ideration  the  message  of  the  president  and  the 
accompanying  statement,  which  had  satisfied  them 
that  it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  employment 
of  these  clerks,  (two  in  number);  and,  as  t lie  law 
under  which  they  were  employed  would  expire  in  a 
few  days,  he  hoped  that  the  house  would  act  now 
on  the  resolution,  and,  if  necessary,  go  into  com- 
mittee. , , , .... 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  the  speaker  declared  that 
the  resolution  must  be  committed,  unless,  by  ge- 
neral consent,  ttie  house  would  dispense  with  its 
commitment. 

And,  the  house  having,  by  general  consent,  agreed 
to  do  so,  the  resolution,  having  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  speaker  an- 
nounced  the  special  order  of  the  day.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  union, 
(Mr  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair),  on  (he  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expense"5  of  the  government  lor  the  year  1S40. 

Mr.  Dillell  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to  enable  Mr.  Morgan  to  make  a personal  explana- 


tion; after  which  Mr.  Billelt  addressed  the  committee 
at  greal  length,  in  a severe  and  critical  examination  ol 
;he  objects  and  vaunted  benefits  of  the  sub-treasury 
scheme;  premising  that  be  took  this  occasion  to  do 
so,  because  lie  was  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
the  sub-lreasury  bill,  if  brought  up  at  all  lliis  ses- 
sion, would  be  brought  up  at  a period  so  late  a«  to 
prevent  any  extended  discussion  on  its  merits.  Mr. 
D.  continued  to  speak  till  past  4 o’clock,  when  he 
gave  way  for  a motion  that  the  committee  rise. — 
The  question  being  put,  the  ayes  were  49,  the  noes 
40.  No  quorum  having  voted,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  a call  of  tile  house. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, and;  being  ordered  and  taken,  were — yeas  58, 
nays  38.  So  (he  motion  prevailed. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  further  proceedings 
on  the  call  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  the  facts  of  the  unpleasant  ren- 
contre between  Messrs.  Bynum  and  Garland,  of 
Louisiana,  made  a report  containing  a statement  of 
facts,  based  on  the  written  testimony  of  a number 
of  witnesses;  which  testimony  accompanied  the 
report.  The  committee  recommended  no  resolu- 
tion, nor  did  they  accompany  the  narrative  with  a 
single  remark,  conceiving  it  their  duty  to  confine 
themselves  to  a naked  statement  of  the  facts  as 
thev  occurred. 

The  substance  of  the  report,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  caught  Irom  hearing  it  read,  amounts  to  this. 
A certain  exhibit  of  the  comparative  expenditures 
of  the  present  and  past  administrations,  together 
with  certain  other  documents  pertaining  to  the  same 
subject,  having  been  put  forth  by  gentlemen  styling 
themselves  an  executive  committee, and  published 
with  their  names  attached,  had  been  referred  toby 
Mr.  Wise,  and  at  bis  request  had  been  read  at  the 
clerk’s  table.  When  the  reading  was  completed, 
Mr.  Wise  made  some  further  remarks,  in  which  he 
staled  that  the  paper  just  read  had  been  drawn  up 
by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Bolts)  who  had  gone  to  Rich- 
mond. 

Mr.  I Vise  having  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  Bynum, 
of  North  Carolina,  left  his  seat  near  the  door,  and, 
walking  up  the  central  aisle  of  the  house,  came  to 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  of  Pa.  and  observed  to 
him  that  this  was  an  electioneering  party  trick. 
He  then  advanced  up  the  narrow  aisle  which  pro- 
ceeds from  Hie  central  area,  till  he  came  between 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Banks,  of  Va.  and  Mr.  Garland, 
of  Lou.  and  looking  at  Mr.  Banks,  who  then  sat  in 
the  seat  next  to  his  own,  observed  that  this  was  an 
unfair  party  trick,  intended  to  be  used  in  Virginia, 
just  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  that  the  paper 
was  a d d lie  from  beginning  to  end.  Mr.  Gar- 

land, who  was  close  by,  (and  whose  name  had  been 
attached  to  the  paper),  turning  from  a genlleman 
with  whom  lie  was  in  conversation,  and  looking  at 
Mr.  Bynum,  said  that  every  word  in  Ihe  paper  was 
strictly  true;  and  added  that  no  gentleman  would 
say  so,  or,  as  others  testily,  that  what  Mr,  B.  said 
was  a lie.  On  this,  Mr.  Bynum  replied,  “that’s  a 

d d lie,”  or  “you  are  a d d liar,”  at  ihesame 

moment  reaching  towards  Mr.  Garland’s  cane, 
which  lay  at  the  back  of  his  chair;  on  this  Mr. 
Garland  seized  the  cane.  Mr.  B.  raised  it  as  high 
as  Ihe  waist  of  Dir.  G.  when,  in  the  tustle,  tile  cane 
fell  to  Hie  floor,  and  the  two  parties  engaged.  Mr. 
Garland  struck  Mr.  Bynum  a blow,  which  the  lat- 
ter returned;  when  the  gentleman  who  were  by  in- 
terfered, and  succeeded  in  separating  them.  Mr. 
Garland  picked  up  his  cane  and  returned  to  bis 
seat.  Mr.  Bynum  being  at  the  end  of  the  narrow 
aisle  next  to  the  lobby,  or  in  the  lobby,  near  the 
fire  place,  drew  his  penknife  from  his  pocket,  and 
appeared  lo  he  endeavoring  *o  open  it,  but  did  not 
succeed.  He  then  called  out  to  Mr.  Garland,  ut- 
tering violent  and  reproachful  epithets.  Much  con- 
fusion was  produced  in  the  house,  but  the  speaker 
having  succeeded  in  restoring  order,  the  affair  here 
enfled. 

The  report  having  been  read,  Mr.  Buller,  of  Ken- 
tucky, moved  that  the  report,  together  wilh  the 
testimony,  be  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  io. 

A motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn,  which  being 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  were  yeas  54,  nays  41. 

The  house,  at  half  past  4 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  27.  The  speaker  announced  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  difficulty 
which  had  occurred  between  Messrs.  Bynum  and 
Garland  to  be  the  business  first  in  order. 

Mr.  Briggs  stated  to  the  chair  that  although  the 
report  and  the  documents  accompanying  it  bad 
been  ordered  to  be  printed,  lie  did  not  find  it  on  the 
tables  of  members;  and  on  inquiry  had  ascertained 
that  it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  printer. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  the 
vote  to  print  had  passed  almost  sub  silentio,  very 


few  members,  he  believed,  having  voted  at  all. — 
This  had  been  Iii3  own  case,  and  it  it  was  in  order 
he  would  now  move  a reconsideration  of  the  order 
to  print. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Briggs,  Gar- 
land, of  Louisiana,  Fillmore  and  others,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  reconsidering  the  order  to  print, 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative;  and  the 
whole  subject  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood, 
postponed  until  to  morrow. 

Tne  next  subject  which  came  up  was  a motion 
made  some  days  since  to  reconsider  the  vote  re- 
fusing leave  to  Mr.  Sweeny,  of  Ohio,  to  introduce  a 
bill  concerning  United  States  marshals  and  dis- 
trict attorneys,  and  limiting  the  compensation  of 
the  latter  to  $3,000.  Mr.  Sweeny  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  in  explanation  and  support  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Turney  opposed  the  motion,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  bouse  rejected 
his  demand,  and  the  reconsideration  was  carried 
without  a count. 

The  bill  was  then  brought  in,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  The 
morning  hour  having  expired.  The  house  went 
again  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  for  1840. 

Mr.  Billelt,  of  Alabama,  who  had  the  floor  from 
Saturday,  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  at 
twenty  minutes  of  four  o’clock. 

After  some  remarks  and  explanations  from 
Messrs.  Stanly,  Bromgoole,  Bell,  Proffit,  Jones,  of 
Virginia,  Hubbard,  Crabb  and  Jldams,  the  clerk 
proceeded  to  read  the  bill  by  items.  Mr.  Stan- 
ley moved  to  strike  out  the  items  of  $3,500  salary 
ot  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury;  which  after 
considerable  debate,  in  which  many  members  par- 
ticipated, the  motion  to  strike  out  was  negatived. 

Mr  Stanly  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  com- 
pensation for  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasurer; 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  amend  that  portion  of  the 
bill,  which  makes  appropriations  for  the  clerks  in 
the  general  land  office,  by  reducing  the  salary  of 
Lund  Washington,  alleged  to  be  a clerk  therein, 
from  $1,200  to  $800:  rejected. 

From  lines  120  and  121,  which  read  as  fol- 
lows: “For  the  office  of  the  solicitor,  (of  the 

treasury),  including  a purchase  of  law  books, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars” — Mr.  Stanly 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “including  a 
purchase  of  law  books,”  and  the  words  “five  hun- 
dred dollars;”  which  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative, ayes  73,  noes  57. 

Mr.  Triplett  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  of  $3,000 
for  contingent  expenses  of  the  war  office  to  $2,500. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  Giddings  moved  an  amendment  requiring 
the  heads  of  the  departments  to  report  annually  a 
detailed  estimate  of  the  contingent  expenses  neces- 
sary for  each  bureau  thereof,  showing  the  articles 
and  the  price  paid,  &c. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Jones,  of  Va. 
Giddings  and  Rice  Garland,  Hie  question  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  lo  strikeout  the  item 
of  $3, 000  for  compensation  for  extra  clerks  in  the 
war  department. 

This  led  to  a very  long  dqbafe.  in  which  Messrs. 
R.  Garland.  Jones,  of  Va.  Bell,  Conner,  Graves, 
Petrilcin,  Stanly  and  Jenifer,  (the  latter  in  an  ap- 
peal to  Ihe  committee  to  let  Hie  bill  pass),  partici- 
pated. In  the  course  of  this  debate,  some  very 
severe  siiicture  were  made  on  the  conduct  of  clerks 
in  the  departments,  who  were  notoriously  corres- 
pondents of  polilical  journals,  reviews,  &c.  and 
numerous  motions  of  order,  adjournments  and 
calls  of  the  house  were  made,  in  several  cases  no 
quorum  voting,  finally  a call  of  tile  house  was  car- 
lied  near  one  o’clock;  and,  Ihe  clerk  having  called 
the  absentees,  122  members  answered  to  their 
names. 

And,  thereupon,  fhedoors  of  the  hall  wereclosed, 
and  excuses  for  absent  members  were  received. 
Some  gentlemen  were  excused,  but  the  excuses 
made  in  behalf  of  many  others,  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Bavis,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  absent 
members  be  sent  for,  and  taken  into  custody,  accord- 
ing to  Ihe  61st  rule  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Kemble  (at  3 o’clock)  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Giaves  moved  a suspension  of  all  further 
proceedings  on  tile  calls,  and  argued,  at  some  length, 
that  no  practical  good  could  result  from  persisting 
in  lliem. 

Mr.  Hand  argued  that  it  was  due  to  tile  members 
now  present  who  had  sat  up  all  night,  ai-d  due  to 
the  future  business  of  the  house,  that  the  cull  shoo  Id 
be  persisted  in.  Mr.  H.  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  there  was  a second. 
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Ami  the  main  question,  being  on  the  suspension 
of  further  proceedings  on  the  call,  was  ordered  to 
be  taken,  and  being  taken  were,  yeas  13,  nays  Cl. 

JVIr.  Duncan  inquired  if  the  sergeant-at-arms  had 
been  despatched  on  his  duty. 

The  speaker  replied,  yes,  an  hour  ago. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  offered  for  adoption  an  order 
providing  that  all  such  members  as  answered  to 
their  names  on  the  call  of  the  house,  and  had  not 
since  voted,  be  included  within  the  order  to  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms, unless  they  were  wiihin  the  hall  of 
the  house. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  morning 
dawned.  The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the 
order  was  then  taken  and  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative, yeas  G4,  nays  4. 

Some  discussion  then  followed  as  to  the  construc- 
tion which  should  be  given  to  the  order,  or  the  mode 
of  its  execution;  after  which. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  handed  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bers brought  up  in  custody. 

A number  of  members  were  brought  up,  some 
excused,  and  others  discharged  on  the  payment  of 
fees. 

A motion  was  made  (at  fifteen  minutes  past  9 
o’clock)  that  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call  be 
suspended.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded, 
and  resulted  as  follows — yeas  25,  nays  57.  (No 
quorum  voting). 

Mr.  Lincoln,  stated  that  he  had  enjoyed  no  sleep 
for  three  nights,  and  partaken  no  food  since  yester- 
day, asked  leave  of  absence  for  one  hour.  The  ques- 
tion being  put,  leave  was  granted. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  having  delivered  up  anew 
instalment  of  captives,  they  made  their  excuses, 
and  were  excused,  some  with  and  others  without 
paying  their  fees. 

Mr.  Banks,  moved  now  to  dispense  with  the  call, 
which  was  agreed  to;  all  further  proceedings  in  the 
call  were  suspended;  and  the  house  again  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois, 
in  the  chair)  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
The  reading  of  the  bill  proceeded. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  an  amendment,  striking  out 
$3,01)0  as  the  salary  of  the  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions, and  inserting  $2,500. 

A warm  debate  followed  this  motion,  in  which 
Messrs.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  Jones,  W.  Thompson, 
Petrikin,  Profit,  Black,  arid  others  participated; 
when  the  question  on  Mr.  Jones'  motion  was  taken 
and  carried,  yeas  93,  noes  31. 

The  next  debate  on  the  bill  arose  on  an  item  for 
clerks  in  the  post  office. 

Mr.  Garland  inquired  what  law  existed  to  war- 
rant this  appropriation?  He  referred  to  documents 
to  show  that,  for  years  past,  clerks  had  been  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  the  postmaster  general,  at  his 
discretion,  and  without  shadow  of  law;  and  he  mov- 
ed to  strike  out  the  clause  making  the  appropriation 
on  that  ground. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  and  explained;  showing  that 
the  same  appropriation  had  been  made  in  former 
years,  and  the  appropriation  in  the  bill  of  last  year 
was  a sanction  to  the  postmaster  general,  and  the 
clerks  were  necessary. 

Mr.  Everett  <\  id  not  dispute  that  the  clerks  were 
needed,  but  contended  that  the  postmaster  general 
ought  to  come  and  ask  them  from  congress,  and  not 
appoint  and  pay  them  without  sanction  of  law. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Everett, 
Jones,  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  McKay,  Trippleit,  and 
Garland. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  was:  ayes 
34,  noes  75. 

No  quorum  having  voted,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The 
ayes  were  86,  noes  33.  No  quorum. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  immediately  moved  that  the  call 
be  suspended. 

Tellers  were  demanded — the  ayes  were  88,  the 
noes  39.  A quorum  now  appearing,  the  house  re- 
turned into  committee  of  the  whole.  The  question 
was  then  put  on  Mr.  Garland's  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  ayes  39,  noes  85. 

Mr.  Graves  moved  to  reduce  another  item,  ap- 
propriating for  eleven  clerks  in  the  post  office 
$1,200.  But  it  was  negatived  without  debate;  ayes 
38,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Graves  further  moved  to  strike  out  an  item 
appropriating  $6,300  for  certain  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  surveyor  general  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

On  this  motion  a desultory  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Graves,  Jones,  Everett,  Hvbbanl,  R.  Gar- 
land, Howard  and  Crary  took  part,  when  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived:  ayes  3G,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Graves  moved  to  strike  out  an  item  appro- 
priating for  extra  clerks  in  the  offices  of  surveyors 
general,  to  render  certain  services  in  reference  to 
land  sales. 


It  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Graves,  Jones,  Evans, 
Hubbard  and  Crabb,  and  then  rejected:  ayes  33, 
noes  91. 

Mr.  Ogle  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikingouf 
all  the  sections  in  it  applying  to  branch  mints;  and 
supported  his  motion  by  a number  of  statements. 
Messrs.  C.  Shepard,  L.  Williams  and  Graham,  all 
of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  motion.  Mr.  Stanly 
rejoined;  and,  the  question  being  put,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress;  and 
the  house,  at  7 o’clock,  after  a session  of  31  hours, 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  29.  Mr.  Burke,  of  New 
Hampshire,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  transactions  of  the  clerk  with  Mr.  Langtree 
about  supplying  stationary  for  the  house,  moved 
that  that  committee  be  authorised  to  employ  a 
clerk.  Mr.  Graves  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
granting  the  same  power  to  each  of  the  six  com- 
mittees on  expenditures  in  the  departments,  and 
also  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
Mr.  Petrikin  opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr. 
Graves  withdrew  30  much  as  referred  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Messrs.  Leet  and  L.  Williams 
opposed  granting  clerks  to  standing  committees 
Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  add  the  authority 
to  the  committees  on  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  select  committee  on  a national  foundary.  A 
motion  was  made  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  100, 
nays  56.  So  the  motion  and  amendments  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  announced  that  the  business  first  before 
the  house  was  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Bynum  and  Garland:  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  was  postponed  till  Friday  next; 
and  the  house  thereupon  went,  once  more,  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union 
(Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair)  on  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  all  that  related  to  the  branch  mints 
at  Dahlonega,  in  Georgia,  and  at  New  Orleahs— 
this  amendment  was  advocated  at  grpat  length 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  Stanly,  Hubbard  a r.d  Ogle,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Jones.  Cooper,  of  Georgia.  Ha- 
bersham, Black,  Connor,  Dawson,  Shepard.,  McKay 
and  others;  and  the  question  having  been  taken, 
the  motion  to  strike  out  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amendment 
(after  line  361)  appropriating  $7,000  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature 
of  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  L.  Williams,  Mr.  Jones  ex- 
plained that  the  session  was  called  to  take  steps 
preparatory  to  admission  into  the  union.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  an  amendment  appropri- 
ating $14,000  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  year  1839  for  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Tones,  of  Vir- 
ginia Chapman,  oflowa,  (who  introduced  a number 
of  documents  going  to  show  the  justice  of  the  ap- 
propriation), Bond,,  Petrikin,  Leadbetter  and  Cush- 
ing, participated. 

Mr.  Petrikin  (imposed  a substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment, appropriating  $14,000  for  the  payment  of 
the  printing  of  laws  and  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  legislature  of  Iowa,  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  year  1839;  but  pro- 
viding that  no  part  of  the  said  appropriation  should 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  members  or  for  sta- 
tionary, &c. 

Altera  few  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Cush- 
ing, Bond  and  Chapman,  and  from  Mr.  Monroe 
(who  urged  that  the  debate  be  closed)  — 

Mr.  Chapman  accepted  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Petrikin  as  a substitute  for  his  amendment — and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  line  35S, 
bring  ‘-lor  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  territory 
(Iowa) — ” was  struck  out. 

The  item  making  an  appropriation  for  the  salary 
of  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  having 
been  read.  Mr.  Stanly  read  certain  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  Swart- 
wout  defalcations,  to  show  that  had  it  not  been  for 
a negligent  administration  of  the  duties  of  the  of 
fice  previously  held  by  this  same  gentleman,  (the 
solicitor  of  the  treasury),  the  losses  to  the  treasury 
might  have  been  prevented.  Mr.  S.  would  make 
no  motion — he  merely  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  referred  to  the  fact  that 
since  the  occurrences  referred  to,  the  gentleman 
who  held  this  office  had  not  only  been  nominated 
by  the  president  for  the  office  he  now  held,  but 


that  the  name  had  passed  in  review  before  the 
senate  and  been  approved. 

Mr  .Petrikin  made  some  remarks  in  eulogy  of 
Mr.  Gilpin. 

A motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000  for  books  for  the  office  ol  the  said 
law  officer.  Rejected. 

Mr.  Calhoun o tiered  a longamendment  the  object 
of  which  was  to  regulate  the  lees  of  marshals  and 
district  attorneys,  and  to  require  an  account  to  be 
given,  &c. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  was  understood  to  sug- 
gest that  a bill  lor  that  purpose  had  been  introduced. 

A conveisalion  here  arose  on  the  motion,  and  a 
poiid  of  order  was  raised,  the  chair  deciding  the 
motion  to  be  in  order;  an  appeal  was  taken  and 
discussed,  when  the  question  on  the  appeal  was 
taken  (by  tellers)  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
ayes  51,  noes  74;  so  the  decision  ol  the  chair  was 
reversed,  and  the  amendment  ruled  out  of  order — 

Mr.  Giddings  moved  an  amendment  limiting  and 
regulating  the  fees  of  marshals  in  particular  cases, 
&c.  which  was  declared  to  be  out  ol  order. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  an  amendment,  as  a 
proviso,  that  no  salary  or  fee  shjll  be  paid  to  any 
district  attorney  who  i3  a defaulter  to  the  govern- 
ment, or  who  shall  not  have  paid  over  money  col- 
lected by  him. 

Some  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.!?.  Gar- 
land, Jones. of  Va.  McKay,  Graves,  Chapman,  Dun- 
can, Galbraith,  Stanly,  Projfit,  Petrikin  and  Evans 
participated. 

Mr.  Profit  (at  ten  minutes  before  10)  moved 
that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  lost: 
ayes  52,  noes  70.  So  the  committee  refused  to 
rise.  And  the  question  then  recurred  and  W’as  ta- 
ken on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  R.  Garland,  when 
no  quorum  voted.  Tellers  were  called  lor  and  ap- 
pointed, wheii  the  vote  stood:  ayes  33,  noes  84;  no 
quorum  voting.  The  committee  thereupon  lose, 
and  the  chairman  reported  the  fact  to  tile  house. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Slunly  moved  an  adjournment.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  asked  and  ordered.  Mr.  Stanly  withdrew  the 
motion  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Evans  renewed  it.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, and  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  64,  nays  72.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

And  a quorum  being  present,  Mr.  Duncan  with- 
drew his  motion  for  a call  of  the  house. 

By  general  consent,  Mr.  Crabb,  on  his  motion, 
obtained  leave  of  absence  (being  unwell)  until  six 
o’clock  to  morrow  morning.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Profit,  (who  made  a similar  application),  objection 
was  made. 

The  house  again  went  into  committee,  and  the 
chairman  resumed  his  seat.  And  the  question  re- 
curring and  being  again  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  R.  Garland,  there  appeared  ayes  47,  noes  85. 
So  the  amendment  was  rtjected. 

Mr.  Tones,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  following  item  with  the  sum  of  $300, 000. 

“For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  supreme,  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  includ- 
ing the  District  of  Columbia;  also  for  jurors  and 
witnesses,  in  aid  of  ttie  funds  arising  from  fines,  pe- 
nalties and  forfeitures  incurred  in  the  year  1S40  and 
the  preceeding  year;  and  likewise  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States  are 
concerned,  and  of  prosecutions  for  offences  commit- 
ted against  the  United  States,  and  for  the  sale  keep- 
ing of  prisoners, .” 

After  a few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Cushing  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  to 
show  that  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  state  prisoner,  should 
no  longer  be  kept  in  prison;  and,  in  order  to  make 
his  remarks  perfectly  in  order*  he  would  submit 
them  in  (lie  shape  of  an  objection  to  the  amount  ap- 
propriated for  his  safe- keeping;  that  it  was  too 
much,  because  Mackenzie  ought  not  to  be  kept  in 
prison.  Mr.  C.  exhibited  a petition,  about  the 
length  of  the  Long  bridge,  praying  Mackenzie’s  re- 
lease. and  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  (and 
of  which  petition  several  other  members  had  re- 
ceived a copy,  to  he  presented  in  due  season  ) , when 
Mr.  Parris  called  him  (Mr.  C.)  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy. The  chairman  decided  that  Mr.  Cushing 
was  in  order,  because  he  was  proceeding  to  show 
why  the  appropriation  was  too  large.  Mr.  C.  had 
proceeded  only  a few  sentences  further,  when  Mr. 
C ary  again  rose  to  a point  of  order.  The  chairman 
acnin  decided  t hat  Mi.  Cushing  was  in  order.  Mr. 
Turney  appealed  from  the  decision;  and  the  ques- 
tion having  been  taken,  “shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?'’  the 
vote  stood,  ayes  41.  noes  68.  No  quorum  voting. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  fact  was  re- 
ported to  the  house. 

Mr.  Evuns  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

And,  at  fifteen  minutes  before  It  o’clock,  the 
house  adjourned. 
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Anthracite  coae  for  steamers.  The  superiority 
of  this  coal  to  wood,  for  propelling  steamboats,  has 
been  demonstrated.  The  steamer  North  America,  a 
new  and  splendid  boat,  is  propelled  by  steam  gene- 
rated by  it.  With  twelve  tons  of  Lackawana  and 
seventy-live  cents’  worth  of  charcoal,  she  makes  her 
passage,  it  is  said,  between  New  York  and  Albanv  in 
as  short  a time  as  any  boat  on  the  North  river.  The 
saving  in  the  uce  of  this  fuel  instead  of  wood  is  esti- 
mated at  fully  fifty  per  cent.  It  is  far  more  conveni- 
ent to  take  in  wood,  for  stowages  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  frequent  stoppages;  a sufficient  quantity  may 
be  taken  at  once,  to  last  through  the  trip.  The  in- 
convenience experienced  from  the  smoke  and  sparks 
of  wood  fires  will  be  avoided. 

American  travellers.  The  London  Athenaeum 
in  an  arricle  on  this  subject,  says,  “whether  like  Messrs. 
AVillis,  Fay  and  Thatcher,  they  move  about  penciling 
European  society  and  distinguished  persons,  or,  like 
Mr.  Stephens,  they  interweave  the  interest  of  their 
personal  adventures  with  the  distant,  but  not  dim  as- 
sociations, which  hallow  every  inch  of  the  Eastern  land, 
or  like  Irving,  they  bring  to  the  old  country  ripe  scho- 
larship, ready  to  appreciate,  and  poetical  enthusiasm 
waiting  but  to  he  kindled,  the  Americans  are  among 
our  pleasantest  travellers.” 

Allen.  In  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  at 
Baltimore,  on  the  25th  ult.  a verdict  of  not  guilhj  was 
rendered,  in  the  case  of  Robert  W.  Allen,  charged 
with  a violation  of  the  act  of  congress  to  prevent  the 
slave  trade. 

Arsand  lamp.  To  improve  the  light  of.  Elevate 
the  glass  chimney  so  much  above  the  level  at  which  it 
usually  stands  in  the  burners  in  ordinary  use,  that  its 
lower  edge  shall  clear  the  upper  edge  of  the  circular 
wick  about  the  fourth  part  of  the  exterior  diameter  of 
the  wick  itself.  It  consumes  no  more  oil,  gives  less 
smoke,  and  the  light  intensely  bright. 

American  ribands.  We  examined  yesterday  a box 
of  figured  satin  ribands,  manufactured  in  Economy, 
Mr.  Rapp’s  settlement,  in  the  western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, by  Miss  Gertrude  Rapp.  They  were  of  va- 
rious width.-,  and  colors,  very  handsomely  figured  pos- 
sessing all  the  beauty  of  an  imported  riband,  wi'h  a 
texture  of  twice  the  ordinary  strength  of  such  fabrics. 
These  ribands  are  at  the  store  of  Mr.  Charles  McKara- 
her,  No.  27  North  Second  street,  and  they  deserve  the 
attention  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  production 
and  tire  of  such  beautiful  articles.  We  may  add  that 
there  will  shortly  be  sent  to  this  market,  from  Economy, 
elegant  satin  for  dresses.  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road.  This 
road  is  entirely  finished  between  York  and  Wrights- 
ville.  The  cars  on  Friday  last  passed^  over  that  por- 
tion of  the  road  near  Wrightsville  which  heretofore 
broke  th_e  connection.  The  completion  of  this  impor- 
tant work  will  greatly  facilitate  the  trade  and  travel 
between  Baltimore  and  the  great  valley  of  the  Susque- 
hanna. The  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  road  is 
to  take  place  on  the  13th  instant. 

Brock’s  monument  destroyed.  It  is  startling  to 
hear  of  such  an  instance  of  wanton  depravity,  without 
a conceivable  motive,  as  is  thus  announced  in  the  Buf- 
falo Advertiser  of  Saturday  last. 

“Every  tourist  will  remember  Brock’s  monument 
which  crowns  the  heigth  of  Queenstown,  and  adds  so 
much  to  the  picturesque  beauty  of  the_  landscape  — 
Yes'erday  morning  about  4 o’clock,  the  inhabitants  o! 
Lewiston  and  Queenstown  were  aroused  by  a report 
like  that  of  the  heaviest  artillery.  On- looking  out  a 
column  of  smoke  was  seen  slowly  ascending  from  the 
tall  monument,  and  as  it  drifted  away,  the  obelisk  like 
lower  was  discovered  to  he  rent  and  shattered  from 
“torrent  to  foundation  stone.’’  What  possible  motive 
could  have  induced  this  worse  than  Vandal  outrage 
we  are  at  a loss  to  imagine.  No  man  was  more  uni- 
versallv  re°pectpd  on  both  sides  the  line  then  gen.  sir 
Isaac  Brock.  Brave,  courteous  and  humane  to  a de 
gree  that  reminded  one  of  a preux  chevalier  of  former 
times,  he  commanded  the  esteem  of  his  cmtnirv  s ene- 
mies even  in  the  time  of  war;  and  had  his  life  been 
spared  and  he  continued  in  command,  the  escutcheon 
of  England  would  not  now  be  stained  by  the  ruthless 
atrocities  perpetrated  by  her  forces  and  savage  allies, 
in  the  campaigns  of  ’13  and  ’14.  Nought  but  the  most 
wanton  and  fiendish  malignity  could  have  prompted 
anv  one  thus  sacrilegiously  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the 
gallant  and  honored  dead.’’ 

Crime.  Mr.  Walsh  says,  “I  do  not  mean  to  dwell 
now  on  the  statistics  of  crime  which  I have  collected 
I will  merely  say  that  the  American  callendar  tails 
far  short  of  the  European,  both  in  heinousness  and 
amount.” 

Cochrane’s  patent  bomb.  Two  exhibitions  of 
Cochrane’s  model  for  a patent  bomb  cannon,  have  been 
made  at  the  United  States  arsenal,  Washington  city, 
before  a host  of  judges  and  of  amatures.  I he  result 
was  triumphant.  The  firing  is  said  to  have  been  so 
ranid — the  shots  tread  so  closely  ott  each  other  s heel 
that  three  balls  were  sometimes  in  the  air  at  the  same 
moment.  A report  of  the  last  of  the  exhibitions  states 
that  the  first  thirtv-two  discharges  were  made  within 
four  minutes;  seventeen  discharges  afterwards  followed 
in  two  min  ires,  twen’v  seconds,  then  eight  were  made 
within  a minute,  and  last  ot  all  three  in  the  thud  ot  a 
minute.  With  this  celerity,  when  shells  and  hollow 


shot  come  to  be  fired,  it  is  supposed  that  any  ship  of 
war  may  be  sunk  ere  she  can  either  fight  or  fly.  It 
will  be  a volley  of  thunderbolls,  which  nothing  we  now 
know  of  can  stand  againsr.  The  new  cannon  has  a 
revolving  breech  with  three  chambers;  and  does  not 
heat  in  firing.  It  requires  neither  ramrod  nor  wet 
swab;  and  cun  be  fired  by  six  men;  while  the  ordina- 
ry cannon  takes  eleven;  thus  saving  all  ihe  rations  and 
pay  of  so  many  men.  The  military  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  are  about  to  recommend  the 
building  of  a sixty  four  pounder,  which  will  cost  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  order  to  put  the  affair  completely 
to  the  test.  If  the  trial  succeeds  it  is  supposed  that 
Cochrane’s  cannon  will  turn  all  the  old  fashioned  ones 
out  ol  the  market.  [Patriot. 

Crops.  Accounts  from  every  direction  assures  us, 
that  me  prospect  of  an  abundant  harvest  was  never 
more  flattering  than  at  present.  The  weather  has  been 
favorable. 


Deaths.  Monseigneur  Jean  Jacques  Lartigue,  Ro- 
man Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Montreal,  died 
at  the  hotel  Dieu,  in  that  city,  on  Sunday  last.  The 
prelate,  we  think,  was  about  ihe  age  ot  64.  This  is 
the  second  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  Canada,  who  has 
died  within  a very  short  period. 

The  Boston  papers  announce  the  death  on  the  30th 
April,  of  the  rev.  John  Kirland,  D.  D.  formerly,  for 
many  years,  president  of  Harvard  university.  The 
deceased  was  a son  of  the  celebrated  missionary  to  the 
six  nations — the  rev.  Samuel  Kirkland.  He  was  a 
very  amiable  man— kind  hearted  and  benevolent — a 
good  scholar,  and  of  much  refinement  of  manners. 
He  was  the  author  of  several  papers,  particularly  upon 
Indian  subjects,  published  in  the  Massachusetts  histo- 
rical collections.  He  did  not  marry,  until  after  he  re- 
linquished his  station  at  the  head  of  the  university,  and 
he  subsequently  travelled  extensively  in  Europe.  For 
several  years  past  he  has  been  suffering  from  the  effect 
of  a paralytic  stroke;  but  has  still,  until  within  a few 
monihs  past  been  enabled  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  so- 
cial intercourse,  and  to  mingle  in  social  society,  of 
which  he  was  an  ornament. 

Erie  canal.  The  whole  amount  of  tolls  received  at 
the  collector’s  office  in  this  city  the  first  week,  (says  the 
Rochester  Democrat  of  Tuesday),  ending  at  6 o’clock 
yesterday  morning,  was  $9,870  93 — more  than  that  of 
Ihe  two  preceding  years  put  together.  In  the  first  seven 
days  of  1339,  it  was  $4,657  69;  in  1833,  it  was  $5,093  53; 
in  1337,  it  was  $5,431  55.  The  number  of  barrels  of 
flour  cleared  the  first  seven  days,  was  25,059.  In  ad- 
dition to  which,  700  were  cleared  up  to  2 o’clock  yes- 
terday afternoon — making 25,759  barrels.  There  had 
then  passed  the  weigh  lock  in  this  city,  7,796  barrels 
from  places  west  of  this — making  in  the  whole  34,555 
barrels. 


Fisheries.  The  Havre  de  Grace  Advocate  says 
that  the  shad  and  herring  fisheries  in  that  vicinity  are 
yielding  large  supplies. 

The  National  intelligencer  says  that  the  herring  fishe- 
ries of  the  Potomac  have  been  unusually  productive,  the 
present  season;  so  heavy,  indeed,  were  the.  draughts 
of  herrings  during  the  late  warm  weather,  that  some 
waste  of  the  article  was  unavoidable.  The  supply  of 
had  had  not  been  equally  abundant.  The  fishing 
season  was  considered  at  about  drawing  to  a close. 

Franking  privilege.  “Pub.. doc.”  Wo  yesterday 
saw  several  packages  of  garden  seeds  which  had  been 
forwarded  from  the  seat  of  government  at  Washing- 
ton in  the  United  States  mail  under  the  frank  of  a mem- 
ber of  congress, — probably  one  of  the  committee  on 
agriculture.  [Bedford  Mercury. 

Hard  times.  The  Savannah  Telegraph  states  that 
the  young  ladies  of  that  state  who  sue  for  breach  of 
promise  cases  complain  that  they  don’t  get  half  as 
much  awarded  them  as  formerly,  when  the  times  were 
brisk  and  money  plenty.  One  young  lady  in  particu- 
lar, who  follows  the  business  of  sueing  young  men  for 
a living,  says  she  cannot  make  it  an  object  to  carry  it  on 
any  longer. 

'Phe  Jews.  A Hamburg  paper,  the  Dorp  Zeitung, 
says:  “The  Jews  of  Constantinople  have,  with  their 
rabbi,  declared  that  tiiey  will  not  wait  any  longer  than 
another  year  for  their  Messiah.  If,  within  that  time,  he 
does  not  appear,  they  will  conclude  that  he  is  already 
come,  and  then  they  will  try  to  discover  by  what  reli- 
gion he  is  already  recognised.  The  rabbi  is  entirely  ol 
this  opinion  and  has  even  proposed  to  his  congregation 
to  profess  Christianity  forthwith.” 

Immigration.  No  less  than  1 665  passengers  arriv- 
ed at  New  York  from  Europe,  in  three  days  of  last 
week. 

Money  market  in  Philadelphia.  The  North  Ame- 
rican of  the  22J  ult.  says: — "The  improvement  noticed 
in  our  money  market  for  some  time  past,  still  continues 
to  go  on,  and  securities  of  the  best  character  have  be- 
come scarcer  than  money.  United  States  bank  post 
notes  are  taken  freely  at  6 per  cent.  These  are  falling 
due  daily,  and  as  no  renewals  of  them  are  made,  are 
becoming  each  day  scarcer  in  the  market.  Outof doors 
giod  paper  continues  to  command  from  7 1 2a9  per 
cent.;  this  being  generally  of  the  kind  known  as  accom- 
modation paper,  does  not  pass  freely  in  the  banks,  and 
is  therefore  discounted  at  a little  above  bank  interest. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  the  1st  inst.  says: — Fair 
paper  out  of  doors  could  be  sold  yesterday  at  1 per  cent 
per  annum.  Money  may  be  said  to  be  quite  abundant 
on  good  securities,  and  the  banks  discount  most  of  the 


paper  that  is  committed  to  them.  Our  stock  market 
connnnes  inactive.  U.  S.  bank  sold  yesterday  as  low 
as  78  1-3. 

Russian  library.  The  imperial  public  library  con- 
tains upwards  of  425  621  volumes,  and  17,236  manu- 
scripts, which  are  under  the  care  of  27  officials. 

Sealers.  Twelve  sealers  have  returned  to  St.  Johns, 

N.  F.  this  season,  with  an  average  of  4,000  seals;  some 
had  been  out  only  10  days. 

Steamboats  at  Pittsburg.  During  March  175 
steamboats  arrived  at  Pittsburg,  and  102  from  the  1st 
of  April  to  the  17th. 

Temperance.  An  article  in  the  London  Temper- 
ance Penny  Magazine  shows  that  the  British  troops  in 
India,  during  long  marches  and  excessively  hard  ser- 
vice, have  been  infinitely  more  efficient  under  an  absti- 
nence from  sprits  than  under  its  stimulous.  Similar 
projfs  are  produced  by  this  Magazine  from  every  part 
of  the  globe. 

We  continue  to  receive  the  most  astonishing  ac- 
counts of  the  temperance  movement  in  Ireland.  The 
whole  nation  is  aroused  to  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion. On  St.  Patrick’s  day  in  Dublin,  twenty  thousand 
te-total  converts  formed  an  unbroken  ptocession.  In 
Limerick,  twenty-three  thousand,  &c  &c.  Thousands 
on  tnousands  broken  from  the  chains  of  the  hydra,  well 
dressed  with  scarfs,  rosetts  and  splendid  banners,  were 
rejoicing  on  the  day  of  their  patron  saint  in  the  liberty 
which  temperance  has  made  them  free,  over  a des.ruc- 
tive  and  degrading  vice. 

Whose  heart  does  not  beat  with  joy  as  he  beholds 
these  triumphs  of  mercy!  Who  does  not  say 
“Roll  onward,  onward,  thou  blest  cause, 

Till  all  the  earth  is  free?” 

The  following  nolice  appears  in  the  Dublin  Evening 
Post: — 

“ The  distillers  of  Ireland  are  requested  to  meet  in  Dub- 
lin on  Tuesday  evening  next,  to  take  into  consideration 
matters  of  great  importance  to  the  trade.” 

I extract  from  a letter  just  received  from  a distin- 
guished gentleman  in  London,  John  Dunlap,  esq.  au- 
thor of  the  “compulsory  drinking  usages  of  Great 
Britain”; 

“Very  dear  sir:  We  are  very  much  encouraged  by 
the  turn  which  the  te-toial  affairs  have  lately  taken  in 
Ireland.  Masses  of  the  population  are  there  embracing 
tile  pledge.  Such  are  the  crowds  that  press  for  that 
purpose,  especially  to  one  particular  priest,  Mr.  Ma- 
thew, that  the  results  are  astonishing,  so  much  so  as  to 
cause  a doubt  whether  this  will  stand.  On  consulting 
several  friends,  however,  to  this  I am  answered  that  it 
is  according  to  Irish  character  to  do  things  in  this  man- 
ner; and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  movement  will 
stand  good,  because  no  one  would  travel  one  hundred 
miles  un  foot  to  become  a te-totaller  without  being  in 
earnest. 

“We  think  that  seventy  thousand  in  our  three  king- 
doms have  been  guided  by  te-totalism  into  the  sound  of 
the  gospel,  and  have  become  real  Christians;  and  this, 
besides  of  course,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  that  have 
attained  physical  peace  and  comfort.  This  is  indeed 
encouraging.  Yours  respectfully, 

Edward  C.  Delavan.” 

Transportation.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  makes 
a calculaiion  by  which  it  demonstrates  that  goods  from 
New  York  may  be  carried  to  the  Mississippi  river,  a 
distance  of  sixteen  hundred  miles  for  $1  40  per  bushel. 
The  course  it  would  take  would  be  by  canal  and  lake 
to  Chicago,  thence  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
by  rail  road. 

Virginia  election.  The  annual  election  for  dele- 
gates, and  for  e'ght  senators  to  the  stale  legislature, 

J took  place  on  Thursday  the  23d  ult.  Entire  returns 
have  not  yet  reached  us,  but  we  have  sufficient  to  de- 
cide the  political  complexion  of  both  houses.  This 
election  was  deemed  ol  the  more  importance  as  two 
United  States  senators  are  to  be  elected  at  the  next  ses- 
sion— Mr.  Roan's  period  of  service  expires  on  the  4ih 
March  1841,  and  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  Mr. 
Rives  retiring— is  yet  to  be  filled.  These  considerations 


have  induced  both  political  parlies  to  exert  themselves. 
The  result  is  in  favor  of  the  whigs.  Their  majority  in 
the  house  of  delegates  as  far  as  certainly  ascertained 
cannot  he  less  than  ten,  as  seventy  two  being  elected 
exclusive  of  Nottoway,  Louisa  and  other  contested 
counties,  and  of  Braxton,  Lewis  and  Lee,  which  has 
not  been  heard  from. 

Of  the  eight  senators  elected  on  this  occasion  three 
are  whigs  and  five  are  administration  men  from  dis- 
tricts that  were  represented  in  the  last  senate  by  seven 
administration  and  one  whig.  This  whig  gain  places 
the  parties  up  m equality  in  that  body,  which  consists 
now  of  16  administration  and  16  whigs. 

Victoria.  The  queen  of  England  was  married  on 
the  19th  ot  February  we  believe,  and  early  in  March, 
the  London  newspapers  announced,  with  great  parade 
of  verbiage,  that  her  most  gracious  majesty,  from  all 
appearances,  will  perpetuate  the  Brunswick  line.  We 
have  only  to  say,  if  such  he  the  case,  appearances  are 
much  against  her  majesty;  hut  the  British  press  is  most 
horribly  gossippy.  " [U.  B.  Graz. 

Wheat.  The  Zanesville  (Ohio)  Gazette,  of  Wed- 
nesday last,  says:— “Wheat  has  gone  down  the  last 
week  irom  59  cents  to  41,  and  thence  to  40  cents  per 
bushel,  at  which  it  now  reals.  Flour  is  retailing  at 
$2  79,  no  wholesale  price.  Corn  remains  at  26  cents. 
Oats  12  1-2  to  16  cents. 
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CtEj-FoREiGN.  The  Great  Western  arrived  at 
New  York  on  the3dinst.  bringing  London  dates  to 
April  14. 

An  order  in  council,  which  is  a virtual  declara- 
tion of  war  against  China,  was  issued  on  the  3d  and 
laid  before  parliament  on  the  14th. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  James  B. 
Sheppard,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  in 
the  place  of  H.  L.  Holmes,  resigned. 

Robert  M.  Noxen,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Edenton,  North  Carolina,  vice  William  McNider, 
declined  the  appointment. 

Consuls.  Seth  Driggs,  of  N.  York,  is  appoint- 
ed consul  of  the  United  States  for  Curnana,  Barce- 
lona and  the  Island  of  Margaritia.in  the  republic  of 
Venezuela,  to  reside  at  Gumana. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  officially 
recognized  Luice  Mossi,  as  consul  general  of  Sar- 
dinia for  New  York.  Also  Antonio  Michoud,  con- 
sul ofSardini  for  New  Orleans. 

William  Peters,  esq.  has  been  appointed  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  consul  for  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  reside  at  Philadelphia. 

Law  case.  United  Slates  vs.  gen.  Gratiot.  This 
case  which  has  excited  a good  deal  of  interest  was 
brought  to  a close  at  St.  Louis  on  Friday  the 
17th  ult.  After  having  heard  the  arguments  of 
counsel  and  a brief  charge  from  the  court  the  jury 
retired,  and  in  about  live  minutes  returned  with  "a 
verdict  in  favor  of  the  United  States  for  the  sum  of 
$31,056  93. 

The  defendant’s  counsel  filed  several  bills  of  ex- 
ceptions, and  will  as  a matter  of  course  take  the  case 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

United  States  circuit  court.  In  the  court 
at  Baltimore  the  jury  returned  a verdict  of  acquittal, 
after  a few  minutes  consultation,  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
F.  T.  Montell,  charged  with  a violation  of  the  act  of 
congress  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

The  national  education  convention,  is 
now  in  session  at.  the  city  of  Washington.  An  ac- 
count of  their  interesting  proceedings  will  be  Re- 
gistered hereafter. 

Tobacco  convention.  We  have  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  convention  also  on  file  for  insertion. 

The  vice  presidency.  The  convention  friendly 
to  the  administration,  which  met  at  Baltimore  on  the 
5th  May,  to  recommend  candidates  at  tile  next  elec- 
tion for  president  and  vice  president,  having  ad- 
journed after  declining  to  nominate  for  the  vice  pre- 
sidency, I consider  myself  authorised  to  interfere 
in  that  question  so  far  as  l have  been  made  person- 
ally interested  in  it. 

The  union  party  in  Georgia,  which  did  me  the 
honor,  very  unexpectedly,  to  make  an  uncondition- 
al nomination  of  me  tor  that  office,  last  year,  had 
the  kindness,  in  conformity  to  my  wishes,  to  change 
that  nomination  into  an  expression  ol  preference, 

vol.  viii-sig.  io. 


and  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  decision  of  those  who 
were  expected,  fairly  representing  their  political 
friends,  to  decide  upon  it. 

No  decision  having  been  made,  union  and  con- 
cert of  action  are  not  now  to  be  anticipated.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  things,  no  friend  of 
the  administration  can  hope  for  an  election  by  the 
people.  The  more  fortunate  can  be  thrown  only 
high  enough  on  the  electoral  poll  to  secure  the 
chance  of  being  chosen  by  the  senate.  Whoever 
succeeds,  then,  will  occupy  his  place  with  the  per- 
fect knowledge  that  he  owes  his  elevation  to  the 
partiality  of  a fragment  of  his  own  party,  and  holds 
it  against  the  decision  of  a majority  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

Withhold  the  sustaining  power  of  the  public  ap- 
probation, and  the  honor  and  emoluments  of  public 
office  in  all  free  countries,  and  particularly  in  this, 
are  but  poor  recompenses  for  the  labor  performed, 
the  responsibilities  incurred,  and  the  gross  misre- 
presentations inevitably  encountered  in  fulfilling  its 
duties.  During  a large  and  not  unsuccessful  pub- 
lic career,  I have  never  yet  been  placed  in  a situa- 
tion to  doubt  that  the  position  I occupied  was  agree- 
able to  the  w ishes  of  the  great  majority  of  those  to 
whom  belonged  the  right  to  control  it.  I desire 
public  station  on  no  other  terms.  Without  deny- 
ing to  the  union  party  in  Georgia,  or  any  other 
portion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  the  right  to  use  my 
name,  if  in  their  opinion,  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
public,  it  will  not  be  further  mixed  up  in  this  con- 
test if  my  wishes  are  respected.  While  the  contest 
continues,  it  would  be  a source  of  vexation  to  me, 
and  what  would  be  considered  a successful  result, 
if  attainable,  would  afford  me  no  personal  gratifica- 
tion. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

[Globe. 

Anti-slavery  ministers  to  England.  The 
Emancipator  states  that  the  committee  of  the  Ame- 
rican Anti-Slavery  society  have  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing arrangements  for  their  two  secretaries,  Mr.  Bir- 
ney  and  Mr.  Stanton,  to  attend  the  conference  of 
anti-slavery  delegates,  to  be  held  in  London  on  the 
12th  of  June.  Mr.  Birney  expects  to  sail  about  the 
1st  of  May— adds  the  Emancipator,  there  is  some 
hopes  also  o!  securing  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Cor- 
nish. Whether  this  is  accomplished  or  not,  it  hopes 
“the  free  citizens  of  color  ot  the  United  States  will 
make  themselves  ably  represented  in  that  meeting.” 
One  of  the  Vermont  delegates,  col.  J.  P.  Miller,  has 
made  arrangements  to  sail  on  the  9th  of  May,  we 
suppose  in  the  Great  Western.  James  C.  Fuller 
expects  to  sail  in  a day  or  tw'o.  He  will  represent 
the  New  York  state  society.  John  G.  Whittier,  it 
is  understood,  will  represent  the  Pennsylvania  so- 
ciety. The  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  society 
have  chosen  23  gentlemen  and  seven  ladies  as  their 
representatives.  [New  York  paper. 

The  Asiatic  ship  of  war  at  New  York. — 
Among  the  novel  events  of  the  day,  is  the  late  arri- 
val at  New  York,  of  a vessel  and  cargo  from  Muscat 
on  the  Persian  gulf.  This  vessel  called  “ Sultanee 
or  “ Royal ,”  is  a sloop  of  war,  under  the  command 
of  Reis  Achmed  ben  Hained,  and  belongs  to  the 
navy  of  the  Imam  of  Muscat,  the  Seid  Saidben  Sul- 
tan. Captain  Achmed  is  the  bearer  of  a letter  and 
complimentary  expressions,  according  to  Asiatic 
usage,  from  sultan  Said  to  the  president  ot  the  U. 
States. 

The  extension  of  our  commerce  with  Asiatic  na- 
tions, and  its  security  by  treaty  stipulations,  has 
been  the  subject  of  anxious  and  successful  interest 
to  the  administration.  One  of  the  happy  results  of 
this  care  of  our  commercial  interest,  was  a treaty 
of  navigation  and  commerce  with  the  Imam  of  Mus- 
cat,which  relieved  our  commerce  from  discriminat- 
ing duties.  Another  advantageous  treaty  has  been 
concluded  with  the  kingdom  of  Siam,  and  approach- 
es have  been  made  with  the  same  desirable  object, 
to  the  empires  of  Cochin  China,  Japan,  and  China. 
Nor  has  our  extensive  and  valuable  trade  to  the  Red 
sea  been  neglected,  the  countries  of  which,  both 
African  and  Arabian,  are  under  the  government  of 
Mohammed  Aii,  pacha  of  Egypt. 

The  value  ol  our  trade  to  the  dominions  of  the 
sultan  of  Muscat  is  greater  than  maybe  supposed. 
Official  returns  lor  eighteen  months  of  vessels  that 
visited  Zanzibar,  show  the  number  to  be  forty,  one, 


of  which  thirty-two  were  American.  Twenty  of 
these  were  from  Salem,  three  from  Boston,  and  three 
from  New  York.  Zanzibar  is  an  island  on  the  east 
coast  of  Africa,  and  is  the  depot  for  the  trade  of  that 
coast,  and  of  the  Red  sea  and  Persian  gulf.  The 
United  States  are  represented  there  by  a consul. 

Sultan  Said  possesses  large  territory  on  the  east 
coast  of  Africa,  extending  from  Cape  Delgado  to 
Cape  Gardafui.  His  navy  consists  of  seventy-five 
vessels  of  war,  of  which  several  are  line-of-battle 
ships,  which  is  a larger  naval  force  than  that  of  all 
the  Asiatic  princes  combined  on  the  Indian  ocean. 

The  presence  of  one  of  the  sultan’s  ships  in  our 
harbors  affords  us  extreme  gratification;  and  we 
hope  that  the  “Sultanee’s”  voyage  to  the  United 
States  will  result  in  frequent  visits  of  sultan  Said’s 
vessels  to  our  ports.  [Globe. 

The  Sandwich  Islands.  We  have  much  plea- 
sure in  publishing  a communication  from  an  officer 
of  the  American  navy,  (dated  in  November,  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands),  relative  to  the  outrage  recently 
committed  at  those  Islands,  by  the  French  frigate 
Artimese,  and  the  consequences  of  that  extraordi- 
nary visitation,  by  which  popery  and  brandy  were 
forced  upon  the  people  in  the  most  unfeeling  and 
brutal  manner.  The  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
American  officers  attached  to  the  Columbia  and 
John  Adams,  in  relation  to  this  affair,  are  highly 
honorable  to  them  and  to  the  country.  In  our  judg- 
ment, the  insult  otfered  to  this  nation  in  the  per- 
sons of  its  citizens  by  the  Artimese,  demands  an 
explanation  from  the  French  government,  and  we 
trust  our  minister  in  Paris  will  be  instructed  to  ob- 
tain it.  If  it  is  an  insult  to  France  that  two  of  her 
citizens  were  not  permitted  to  invade  a foreign 
country,  and  remain  there  at  pleasure,  it  is  much 
more  an  insultto  the  United  States  that  many  Ame- 
rican citizens,  rightfully  and  properly  there,  were 
outlawed  by  the  French  captain,  and  exposed  to 
imminent  peril,  for  no  other  crime  than  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  being  made  the  humble 
instruments  of  the  conversion  of  thousands — literal- 
ly thousands — to  the  Christian  failh. 

[Journal  of  Commerce. 

army. 

General  orders.  No.  22.  Head  quarters  of  the  ar- 
my, adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  April  21, 
1840.  Brigadier  general  Taylor  having  requested 
leave  to  retire  from  the  command  of  the  army  in 
Florida,  will  be  relieved  by  brig.  gen.  Armistead, 
who  is  to  assume  the  command  accoidingly  on  the 
withdrawal  of  general  Taylor  on  the  1st  ot  May. 

General  Taylor  will  communicate  to  gen.  Armi- 
stead such  instructions  as  he  may  have  received, 
and  are  now  requisite  for  the  guidance  of  his  suc- 
cessor in  conducting  the  service  in  Florida. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  army  in  Florida  are  to 
be  established  at  St.  Augustine  after  the  1st  of  May, 
where  the  reports  and  communications  will  be  di- 
rected until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  commanding 
officer.  By  order  of  major  general  Macombe. 

R.  JONES,  adj.gen. 

The  disputed  territory.  The  Augusta  Age  says, 
we  learn  from  correct  sources  that  the  "United 
States  troops,  heretofore  understood  to  have  been 
ordered  to  Houlton,  are  in  fact  ordered  to  the  dis- 
puted territory,  a portion  of  them  to  the  station  on 
Fish  river,  and  the  remainder  to  Fort  Fairfield. 

Eighth  regiment.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  of 
Saturday  last  says — “Colonel  Worth’s  regiment  of 
infantry,  (the  8th)  now  on  its  way  to  the  Wineba- 
go  county,  will  arrive  in  this  city  to-morrow  after- 
noon, in  the  cars  from  Niagara  tails.  This  corps  is 
600  strong,  and  will  proceed  forthwith  to  their  des- 
tination, by  the  steamboats  Buffalo  and  Cleveland, 
which  have  been  chartered  expressly  for  that  pur- 
pose. 1,000  barrels  of  provisions,  consisting  of 
flour,  pork,  beet,  Stc.  were  purchased  here°and 
placed  on  board  this  morning,  by  the  commissary.” 

The  Cleveland  and  Buffalo,  having  on  board  col. 
Worth’s  regiment,  left  for  the  w'est  this  morning.— 
They  were  followed  by  the  Great  Western  and 
Jefferson,  loaded  with  passengers  and  merchandise. 

[Buffalo  Com. 

Indians  in  Florida — more  outrages,  attended  with 
bloodshed.  We  learn  from  an  officer,  arrived  here 
on  Sunday,  in  the  General  Clinch,  from  Garey’s 
Ferry,  tha't  on  the  27th  or  28th  ult.  as  captain  Rains, 
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7th  infantry,  with  eighteen  men,  (all  mounted),  was 
returning  from  a scout,  he  and  his  party  were  fired 
upon  near  Fort  King,  by  a large  party  of  Indians, 
concealed  in  palmettos,  near  a hammock,  and  four 
of  his  men  killed,  and  five  wounded,  captain  Rains 
himself  having  been  severely  wounded.  Capt.  R. 
and  the  survivors  were  compelled  to  retreat  before 
superior  numbers. 

Captain  R.  rallied  his  men,  and  returned  the  fire, 
killing  three  of  the  Indians,  (who  are  supposed  to 
have  been  sixty  or  seventy  in  number).  This  new 
oubtbreak  is  presumed  to  be  owing  to  the  destruc- 
tion by  major  Loomis’  command,  of  some  of  the 
crops  of  the  savages,  in  the  vicinity  of  Annuttaliga 
and  Hamosassa,  130  acres  of  corn,  four  feet  high, 
having  been  destroyed  by  the  troops,  and  also  some 
sweet  potatoes,  partly  ready  for  use,  and  a variety 
of  other  vegetables. 

Captain  Rains  previously  to  leaving  the  fort,  had 
concealed  in  the  hammock,  a shell,  covered  with 
blankets,  which  the  Indians  removed,  and  the 
shell  exploding,  some  of  them,  it  is  presumed,  lost 
their  lives,  as  blood  was  seen  about  the  spot  by  the 
troops. 

A volunteer,  named  Sanders,  of  captain  Hinely’s 
company,  was  killed  about  the  same  time,  by  In- 
dians, about  four  miles  from  Newnansville,  and 
another  man  wounded.  These  white  men  were 
alone. 

On  the  same  night,  Stanley’s  plantation,  within 
three  miles  of  Newnansville,  was  visited  by  the  In- 
dians, and  houses,  with  the  crop  of  last  year,  totally 
destroyed.  [ Savannah  paper,  May  5. 

Indian  war!  We  learn,  on  the  best  authority, 
that  the  Ottoes  have  crossed  over  the  Missouri,  and 
have  commenced  plundering  the  inhabitants  in  the 
upper  country  of  the  state  of  Missouri.  The  Iovvas 
also,  have  commenced  war  with  the  Missourians. 
Col.  Kearney  of  the  first  dragoons  has  sent  all  his 
disposable  force  to  their  assistance,  from  Fort  Lea- 
venworth, and  has  called  on  the  militia  of  Clay 
county,  Missouri,  for  further  assistance. 

[ Chicago  American. 

NAVAL. 

The  general  naval  court  martial,  in  session  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, have  been  for  some  days  occupied  on  the 
trial  of  lieut.  Charles  H.  McBlair,  for  alledged  dis- 
respect to  commodore  Ballard. 

The  Levent,  sailed  from  Pensacola  on  the  23d 
ult.  with  sealed  orders.  Conjecture  is  busy  as  to 
the  object.  Some  say  she  is  going  in  pursuit  of  the 
“long,  low,  black  schopner.”  Some,  that  she  is 
going  to  Vera  Cruz  with  secret  despatches,  and 
some  that  she  is  senTtolook  out  for  the  English 
fleet. 

The  U.  States  brig  Washington,  is  now  prepar- 
ing, at  New  York,  for  a surveying  expedition  on 
our  coast,  under  capt.  Gedney,  of  tile  navy. 

We  learn  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle 
that  capt.  Joseph  Smith  has  been  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  U.  States  ship  of  the  line  Ohio, 
now  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  consequence  of  ill 
health;  and  capt.  E.  A.  F.  Lavallette  ordered  to 
succeed  him.  Capt.  L.  will  proceed  to  the  Medi- 
terranean by  the  first  opportunity. 

Fitting  for  service.  The  New  York  American 
says,  “we  understand,  from  good  authority,  that  or- 
ders have  been  received  at  the  navy  yard  here,  to 
get  all  the  vessels  in  port  ready  for  active  service. 
These  vessels  are  the  Independence,  (razee),  just 
returned  from  Brazil,  the  Fairfield,  the  Natchez  and 
the  Boston,  sloops-of-war,  and  the  Relief,  lately  re- 
turned from  the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition.’’ 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Constitutional  amendment.  The  people  at  their 
last  election  by  a vote  ayes  24,884,  nays  4,912,  ma- 
jority 19,972,  have  adopted  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  their  state  constitution,  which  reduces  from 
more  than  500  to  about  300,  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives in  the  legislature.  The  senate  hereto- 
fore based  on  wealth,  is  now  to  be  based  on  popu- 
lation. There  are  to  be  forty  senators,  and  the  dis- 
tricts to  remain  as  they  now  are.  The  senators  to 
be  apportioned  to  districts  according  to  a census  to 
be  taken  once  in  ten  years  on  the  first  of  May;  and 
no  district  to  have  less  than  two  senators.  Suffolk 
county  ( Boston)  thus  loses  one  senator.  The  plan 
to  go  into  operation  forthwith. 

Boston.  Upwards  of  one  thousand  tons  of  freight 
wTere  carried  on  the  Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road 
last  week,  exceeding  that  of  any  previous  week — 
receipts  about  $‘300.  Freights  of  all  description 
good. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was  to  meet  at 
Newport  on  the  7th  inst. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  6th  inst.  Charles  J. 
McCurdy  whig  of  T.y me  has  been  elected  speaker 


of  the  Connecticut  house  of  representatives,  by  a 
vote  of  170  against  54  for  Jesse  Olney  and  11  scat- 
tering. 

A United  States  senator  is  to  be  chosen  at  this 
session  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  hon.  Thaddeus  R.  Betts. 

Governor  Ellsworth  has  appointed  Charles  T. 
Hillyer,  esq.  of  Granby,  adjutant  general  of  this 
state,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  I,.  Pitkin,  esq.  who  re- 
signed on  account  of  ill  health. 

Connecticut  Historical  feciival.  Thejcelebration 
of  the  second  centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption 
of  a constitution  by  the  colony  of  Connecticut  took 
place  at  Hartford,  on  the  21st  instant.  The  oration 
was  delivered,  according  to  appointment,  by  Noah 
Webster,  LL.  D.  now  in  the  eighty-third  year  of 
his  age.  After  the  ceremonies  of  the  day  were  over, 
the  audience  was  invited  to  a walk  in  the  ancient 
burying  ground,  whose  tombstones,  monuments  and 
other  memorials,  with  antique  inscriptions,  preserve 
the  names  and  memories  of  the  fathers  of  the  colo- 
ny. The  recollections  and  associations  which  the 
sight  of  these  remembrances  must  call  up  were  well 
suited  lo  the  peculiar  character  of  the  celebration. 
The  banquet  which  followed  was  partaken  of  by 
many  distinguished  personages.  The  honorable 
Thomas  Day  presided  in  virtue  of  his  office  as  pre- 
sident of  the  Historical  society  of  Connecticut, 
under  whose  auspices  the  celebration  was  institut- 
ed. At  his  right  hand  were  seated  the  orator  of  the 
day,  and  the  venerable  colonel  Trumbull,  the  only 
serving  member  of  the  millitary  family  of  Wash- 
ington. Toasts,  speeches,  songs,  &c.  in  good  style, 
were  mingled  with  the  feast.  In  concluding  an  ac- 
count of  the  ceremonies  of  the  occasion,  the  N.  Y. 
Commercial  Advertiser  says: 

“But  though  less  intellectual,  perhaps,  there  was 
a brilliant  affair  connected  with  the  festival,  on  the 
preceding  evening,  which  was  not  less  interest- 
ing, while  it  was  appropriate  and  beautiful  in  ils 
conception,  and  exceedingly  picturesque  in  its  effect. 
It  was  a fete  given  by  (he  hon.  Thomas  Day,  presi- 
dent of  the  society,  and  his  lady,  to  the  members  of 
the  society,  the  guests  from  abroad,  and  the  ladies  of 
Hartford,  which  was  in  part  a masquerade — the  first, 
doubtless,  ever  seen  in  “the  land  of  steady  habits.” 
The  masquers  consisted  of  several  gentlemen, 
dressed  in  the  ancient  costumes  of  of  the  puritans, 
and  twelve  or  fourteen  young  ladies,  habited  in  the 
rich  brocades  ot  their  grandmothers  and  great  grand- 
mothers, in  generations  that  are  passed.  Nor  were 
these  habits  fancy  dresses,  made  up  for  the  occa- 
sion, but  real  bona  fide  dresses  of  the  olden  time, 
which  have  been  nicely  and  with  holy  reverence  pre- 
served. The  thought  of  bringing  them  forth  from  the 
old  oaken  drawers  was  bright  and  sudden,  and  the 
part  assumed  were  enacted  to  the  life.” 

NEW  YORK. 

Albany  election.  The  charter  election  in  Albany 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  and  according  to  the 
New  York  Courier,  the  whigs  elected  their  mayor, 
and  carried  every  ward  in  the  city. 

The  Union  Marine  Insurance  company  have  an- 
nounced their  determination  to  wind  up  its  affairs, 
and  to  divide  the  stock. 

Distilled  spirits.  Of  domestic  distilled  spirits 
there  was  inspected  in  this  city  (New  York)  last 
year,  ending  31st  December,  30,631  bbls.  and  4,407 
hhds.  Proved,  5,578.  Total  casks,  40,616. 

The  City  Trust  and  Banking  company.  The  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  says  a lawyer  who  has 
had  occasion  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  this 
short-lived  shaving  shop,  says  that  the  claims  against 
the  company  amount  to  $'800,000,  and  that  there  is 
not  $500  to  show  lor  it  all. 

Trade  and  commerce.  The  New  York  Express 
of  April  30th  says — there  is  not  the  slightest  change 
in  the  money  market.  Bills  on  England  are  abun- 
dant, and  more  sellers  than  buyers.  The  amounts 
coming  on  from  the  south  are  large,  and  so  long  as 
the  exports  of  cotton  continue  as  they  have  been  lor 
some  months  past  the  amount  will  not  diminish. — 
The  last  prices  lrom  Liverpool  for  flour  have  checked 
shipments;  indued,  none  could  be  made  from  here  at 
present,  until  our  supplies  from  the  west  come  in. 
All  accounts  agree,  that  frbm  the  borders  of  Michi- 
gan, Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  in  the 
upper  part  ol  this  state,  the  supplies  of  flour  are 
very  great.  As  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it  from 
coming  into  market  rapidly,  our  receipt  must  be 
large.  Prices  must  be  governed  in  a great  measure 
by  foreign  markets;  and  as  no  orders  can  now  be 
given  at  over  five  dollars,  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  prices  can  stand  at  much  above  this  rate.  Our 
harbor  is  rapidly  filling  up  with  vessels.  The  a> ri- 
vals within  the  last  ten  days  have  been  very  nu- 
merous. Freights  have  felt  the  influence  ol  so 
many  vessels  coming  in  together — the  reduction  of 
which  tends  to  sustain  the  price  of  cotton  and  flour 
and  to  promote  shipments. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Special  election  in  Bedford  county.  An  election 
was  held  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
expulsion  of  Thomas  B.  McEhvee,  an  administra- 
tion member,  who  succeeded  in  October  by  a ma- 
jority of  about  200  votes.  Mr.  McElwee  was  not 
a candidate  for  re-election.  A meeting  of  the  ad- 
ministration party  was  convened  at  Bedford,  spirited 
resolutions  were  adopted,  and  Wm.  McDonald 
was  nominated  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  whigs  nominated  Mr.  Washabaugh,  as 
their  candidate.  The  latter  was  elected  by  a decid- 
ed majority.  The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette 
of  Saturday  states  his  majority  at  665.  The  Har- 
risburg Telegraph  states  that  the  majority  is  77S. 

MARYLAND. 

Democratic  stale  convention.  The  delegates  to  the 
state  convention,  convened  at  the  Assembly  Rooms, 
in  Baltimore,  on  Tuesday,  May  5th,  at  9 o’clock, 
A.  M.  when  the  following  proceedings  were  had. 
The  convention  was  full,  and  came  together  with 
feelings  and  determinations  that  give  us  every  con- 
fidence in  the  firmness  and  unwavering  devotion  of 
the  democracy  of  the  state  to  maintain  the  charac- 
ter of  the  “old  Maryland  line,”  in  the  coming  con- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Baltimore  city,  Dr. 
Wm.  Jackson,  of  Dorchester,  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  John  Nick  Watkins  and  George  W . Sher- 
wood, appointed  secretaries. 

The  chair  having  been  authorised,  appointed  a 
committee  ot  eleven  to  nominate  permanent  officers 
for  the  convention,  who  reported,  through  their 
chairman,  Mr.  Scott,  the  following: 

President — gen.  Tobias  E.  Stansbury,  of  Bal- 
timore county. 

1st  vice  president — John  Nelson,  Baltimore  city; 
2nd  do.  Dr.  William  Jackson,  Dorchester;  3rd  do. 
Charles  S.  Sewall,  Harford;  4th  do.  Jacob  Markle, 
Frederick;  5th  do.  Dr.  Enoch  George,  Queen  Anne; 
6th  do.  Dr.  John  O.  Wharton,  Washington;  7th  do. 
colonel  James  Polk,  Somerset;  8th  do.  John  Parran, 
Calvert;  9th  do.  general  William  Mackey,  Cecil. 

Secretaries — Jno.Nick  Watkins,  Annapolis;  Geo. 
W.  Sherwood,  Talbol;  Charles  Magill,  Washing- 
ton; John  M.  Thompson,  St.  Mary’s. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Graves,  a committee,  con- 
sisting of  one  delegate  from  each  county,  and  the 
cities  of  Baltimore  and  Annapolis,  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  objects  for  which 
the  convention  had  assembled. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  business,  relative 
to  procuring  a suitable  place  for  holding  the  con- 
vention, the  rooms  being  too  small  for  the  purpose, 
and  Fairmount  being  obtained,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  convention  assemble  there,  to-morrow,  at  9 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Graves,  chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  objects  for 
which  the  convention  had  assembled,  reported,  that 
they  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  no  subjects 
demanding  the  action  of  the  convention  at  this 
time  except  those  embodied  in  the  following  reso- 
solutions: 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Enoch  George,  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  John  T.  Stoddert,  of  the  Western  Shore,  col. 
James  Polk,  of  the  1st  district,  Dr.  Thomas  Wilson, 
of  the  2nd  district,  Dr.  John  C.  Orrick,  of  the  3rd 
district,  J.  Nelson  and  Sprigg  Harwood,  of  the  4th 
district,  Wm.  P.  Maulsby,of  the  5th  district,  Thos. 
Perry,  of  the  6th  district,  H.  G.  S.  Key,  of  the  7th 
district,  with  the  approbation  of  the  convention,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  lo  represent  the  re- 
publican party  of  Maryland  in  the  national  conven- 
tion to  nominate  candidates  for  president  and  vice 
president. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  each  congres- 
sional district  be  requested  to  confer  together,  and 
nominate  for  electoral  candidates  as  many  suitable 
persons  as  they  are  respectively  entitled  to  elect  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  that  the  reports 
from  the  respective  districts  be  made  at  9 o’clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  recommend  that 
the  convention  will  then  proceed  to  the  selection  of 
two  electoral  candidates,  one  from  the  Eastern  and 
one  from  the  Western  Shore  to  represent  the  state 
at  large. 

Which  being  read,  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  convention. 

And  then  the  convention  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  6th.  The  convention  met  by 
adjournment  at  Fairmount  the  president  in  the 
chair. 

The  several  congressional  districts,  pursuant  to 
resolution  of  yesterday,  reported  each  an  electoral 
candidate  for  nomination  to  the  convention,  which 
reports  were  unanimously  accepted, 

To  carry  out  the  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
electors  at  large,  upon  motion,  the  chair  appointed 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  9,  1840— DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL  CONVENTION.  147 


a committee  of  one  from  each  county  and  city  to 
report  the  names  of  two  persons  for  the  said  pur- 
pose. 

During  the  absence  of  the  committee  the  conven- 
tion was  addressed  by  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  col. 
Frazer,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  others. 

Dr.  Graves,  chairman  of  the  committee,  made  a 
report  which  was  adopted  after  some  discussion. 
The  convention  then  unanimously  recommended 
the  following  electoral  ticket  to  the  suffrages  of  the 
democratic  republican  party  of  Maryland: 

ELECTORS  AT  LARGE. 

William  A.  Spencer,  of  the  Eastern  Shore. 

Henry  G.  S.  Key,  of  the  Western  Shore. 

GENERAL  ELECTORS. 

Cathel  Humphreys,  of  the  1st  district. 
Edward  Lloyd, 

Otho  Scott, 

Benj.  C.  Howard,  ) 


2nd 

do. 

3rd 

do. 

4th 

do. 

5th 

do. 

6th 

do. 

7th 

do. 

James  Murray, 

Wm.  P.  Maulsby, 

Charles  Magill, 

Walter  Mitchell, 

The  convention  was  then  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Key,  Preston  and  Ely,  and  adjourned  to  meet  again 
' 4,  P.  M.  at  the  Assembly  Booms. 

' ' Four  o'clock , P.  M.  The  Assembly  Rooms  be- 
ing occupied  unexpectedly  by  the  national  conven- 
tion, the  state  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  Fair- 
mount  to-morrow  morning  at  9 o’clock. 

Thursday  morning,  Muy  7th.  Pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, the  convention  met  at  Fairmount,  the 
president  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  ol  Dr.  John  0.  Wharton,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  the  nomination  of  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren  for  the  presidency,  made  by  the  national  con- 
vention, was  enthusiastically  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wharton,  it  was  resolved  by 
this  convention,  that  Richard  M.  Johnson,  be 
recommended  as  the  candidate  to  be  supported  by 
the  democratic  republican  electors  of  this  state  for 
the  office  of  vice  president  of  the  United  States  at 
the  election  in  November  next. 

The  vote  for  the  foregoing  resolution  was  taken 
according  to  the  representation  of  each  city  and 
county  in  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly. 

On  motion  of  Madison  Nelson,  esq.  of  Frederick 
county,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  appoint  a central 
committee  of  vigilance  to  consist  of  twelve  per- 
sons for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  a corresponding 
committee  of  seven  for  each  county  and  city  in  the 
state. 

Resolved,  That  these  committees  enter  immedi- 
ately upon  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  and 
until  after  tile  great  battle  of  November  be  fought, 
they  relax  not  for  a moment  in  every  honorable 
effort  to  promote  the  success  of  the  holy  cause  in 
' jhich  the  democratic  republican  party  are  engaged. 

J On  motion  of  James  Buchannan,  esq.  of  Balti- 
more city,  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  convention 
were  tendered  to  their  venerable  president  and  also 
to  the  several  vice  presidents  and  secretaries. 

This  resolution  was  introduced  by  a short  but 
feeling  address  from  the  mover,  and  supported  with 
some  eloquent  remarks,  by  Wm.  P.  Maulsby,  esq. 
of  Carroll  county,  to  which  the  democratic  patri- 
arch now  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  re- 
plied at  some  length. 

On  motion,  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
were  ordered  to  be  signed  by  its  officers,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe  and  the  several  democratic 
newspapers  in  the  state. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die. 
Tobias  E.  Stansbury,  of  Baltimore  county, 
president. 

John  Nelson,  Baltimore  city;  Wm.  Jackson, 
Dorchester;  Charles  S.  Sewall,  Hartford;  Jacob 
Markle,  Frederick;  Enoch  George,  Queen  Anne; 
John  O.  Wharton,  Washington;  James  Polk,  So- 
merset; John  Parren,  Calvert;  Wm.  Mackey,  Cecil, 
vice  presidents. 

John  Nick  Watkins,  Annapolis;  George  W. 
Sherwood,  Talbot;  Charles  Magill,  Washington; 
Juo.  M.  Thompson,  St.  Mary’s,  secretaries. 

[ Baltimore  Republican. 

VIRGINIA. 

Entire  returns  of  the  recent  election  have  not 
yet  reached  us.  The  counties  of  Scott,  Braxton 
and  Lewis  remains  definitively  to  be  heard  from, 
the  reports  state  that  Scott  has  elected  an  adminis- 
tration delegate  and  Braxton  and  Lewis  a whig  de- 
legate. If  so,  the  house  will  stand  72  whigs -to  61 
administration,  not  counting  Mr.  Bayly  for  either 
party.  The  senate  being  equally  divided,  the  whig 
majority  on  joint  ballot  will  be  il  votes. 

In  regard  to  the  popular  vote,  the  Richmond 
Whig  of  the  8th,  enumerates  76  counties  heard 
from,  which  counties  gave  in  1836  a majority  of 
4,354  for  Van  Buren,  and  they  now  give  a majori- 
ty of  3,644  for  Harrison — making  a gain  for  the  lat- 


ter of  7,998  votes.  The  remaining  counties  gave  a 
Van  Buren  majority  of  2,169  in  1836. 

Another  paper  slates  that  95  counties  heard  from 
gives  an  aggregate  of  26,416  whig,  and  22,181  ad- 
ministration votes,  making  the  whig  majority  in 
those  counties  4,235.  In  1836  Van  Buren’s  majo- 
rity in  the  same  counties,  was  4,841 — showing  a 
whig  gain  of  9,076. 

FLORIDA. 

A public  meeting  was  held  at  Pensacola  on  the 
20th,  said  to  be  very  numerous,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  steps  to  procure  the  annexation  of  that  county 
to  the  state  of  Alabama.  Hansan  Kelly,  esq.  was 
chairman,  and  judge  Wright  secretary.  At  an  ad- 
journed meeting  on  the  2 1st,  a preamble  and  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  setting  forth  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  Escambia  county  and  the  city  of  Pensa- 
cola, to  be  attached  to  Alabama,  and  the  circum- 
stances arising  out  of  the  geographical  position  of 
that  part  of  the  territory — its  separation  lrom  all 
community  of  interest  with  Middle  and  West  Flo- 
rida, and  its  identity  in  all  respects  with  Alabama, 
which  make  the  union  as  they  think  desirable. — 
They  appointed  a committee  to  memorialize  con- 
gress, and  another  to  correspond  with  citizens  ol 
Alabama  and  memorialize  the  governor  and  legisla 
ture  at  the  next  session.  [ Mobile  Register. 


NATIONAL  DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

In  pursuance  of  the  notice  given,  the  delegates  to 
this  body  met  precisely  at  12  o’clock  on  Tuesday 
morning,  in  the  Hall  of  the  Musical  association. 
Felix  Grundy,  esq.  called  the  convention  to  order, 
and  then  moved  that  governor  Hill,  of  N.  Hampshire, 
take  the  chair,  and  tiiat  general  Dix,  of  N.  York,  be 
appointed  secretary  pro  tern.;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  rev.  Mr.  Burke  offered  up  a 
prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Simpson,  a committee  consist- 
ing of  one  member  from  each  state  was  appointed 
to  nominate  candidates  for  president,  four  vice  pre- 
sidents, and  a secretary. 

The  secretary  then  proceeded  to  call  the  states, 
when 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  suggested  that  il  would  be 
better  to  first  ascertain  whether  all  the  delegates 
present  were  entitled  to  their  seats,  before  making 
the  appointments  proposed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  of  the  opinion  that 
no  question  ought  to  be  taken,  as  to  the  eligibility  of 
any  delegate,  until  the  commiitees  should  have  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  Bredin  moved  that  a committee  be  appointed 
to  receive  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  appoint- 
ed. This  he  deemed  to  be  the  proper  course,  and 
thought  that,  if  any  other  were  adopted,  it  would 
lead  to  confusion. 

Mr.  Wishart  opposed  the  motion,  maintaining  that 
the  call  of  the  roll  should  be  continued,  and  that 
when  it  was  gone  through  with,  then  a committee 
might  be  appointed  do  examine  the  credentials  of 
delegates. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  took  a similar  view  of  the 
question. 

The  president  pro.  tern,  statpd  that  the  motion 
would  be  more  properly  in  order  when  the  gentle- 
men present  should  have  taken  their  seats. 

The  secretary  then  proceeded  in  the  call  of  states, 
and  having  completed  it,  it  appeared  there  were  de- 
legates from  21  states  in  attendance. 

Mr.  Kauffman  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
original  motion,  that  a committee  be  appointed, 
consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  slate,  to  re- 
commend the  appointment  of  the  officers  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  ttie  name  of  each  member  be  named, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed: 

John  G.  Perkins,  of  Maine;  Henry  Y.  Simpson, 
of  New  Hampshire;  Phineas  Allen,  of  Massachu- 
setts; William  Ennis,  of  Rhode  Island;  John  Kel- 
log,  of  Vermont;  William  M.  Oliver,  of  N.  York; 
Joseph  Northup,  of  New  Jersey;  Joseph  Engle,  of 
Pennsylvania;  John  T.  Stoddart,  ot  Maryland;  Wm. 
N.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina;  Joseph  Sturgis,  of 
Georgia;  F.  C.  McCalla,  of  Kentucky;  Samuel  II. 
Laughlin,  of  Tennessee;  Samuel  Medary,  of  Ohio; 
Clement  C.  Clay,  of  Alabama;  Robert  j.  Walker, 
of  Mississippi;  R.  C.  Nicholas,  of  Louisiana;  Na- 
than Jackson,  of  Indiana;  John  Jameson,  of  Mis- 
souri; Elijah  B.  Mitchell,  of  Michigan;  Edward 
Cross,  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved  the  appointment,  of 
a committee,  vesting  the  committee  with  power  to 
ascertain  who  were  entitled  to  seats  in  this  conven- 
tion, and  also  to  report  their  names:  agreed  to. 

On  inolion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  committee 
should  consist  of  nine  members,  and  that  the  presi- 
dent appoint  it. 

The  president  then  named  the  following  gentle- 
men to  constitute  the  committee: 


William  T.  Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania;  Joel  Ter- 
rell, of  New  York;  John  Cassidy,  of  New  Jersey; 
Thomas  Wilson,  of  Maryland:  Jonas  E.  Thomas,  of 
Tennessee;  Albert  Baker,  of  N.  Hampshire;  Peter 
Kauffman,  of  Ohio;  James  B.  Peck,  of  Vermont; 
Jesse  Bean,  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Rodgers  moved  that  when  the  convention 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  4 o’clock  this 
afternoon:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  rose,  and  proceeded  to  make 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  a strict  scrutiny  being  in- 
stituted into  the  qualifications  and  rights  of  gentle- 
men presenting  themselves  here  as  delegates  from 
the  respective  states,  which  they  profess  to  repre- 
sent. He  argued  that  an  investigation  was  necessa- 
ry, in  order  to  prevent  injustice  being  done  to  the 
party,  as  had  been  the  case  four  years  ago,  in  re- 
gard to  Tennessee.  He  said,  that  this  convention 
ought  to  come  out  with  a clear,  candid  and  true  de- 
claration of  the  sentiments  of  the  republican  party 
as  here  represented.  If  they  oid  so,  and  should  be 
right  in  the  principles  avowed,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  an  honest,  frpe  and  independent  people 
would  sustain  them.  He  repeated,  that  if  this  con- 
vention were  frank  with  the  people,  they  would  be 
supported,  if  regarded  as  being  in  the  right.  But 
if  they  were  wrong,  they  w’ould  at  least  go  down 
under  the  conscientious  conviction  of  having  per- 
formed what  they  believed  to  be  their  duty.  How- 
ever, whether  right  or  wrong,  let  us  tell  them  what 
we  think,  and  not  beguile  or  deceive  them  by  act- 
ing contrary  to  our  sincere  belief.  (Loud  cheering). 
Having  said  this  much,  he  would  now  take  his  seat; 
but  he  would  address  the  convention  further  on  this 
subject  on  another  occasion. 

Mr.  Frazer  expressed  his  hope  that  the  delegate 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy),  would  proceed  with 
his  remarks.  He  referred  to  the  number  of  dele- 
gates from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  remarked 
that  it  gave  a majority  of  50,000  for  general  Jack- 
son,  and  asserted  that  at  the  coining  presidential 
election,  the  democracy  of  the  land  of  Penn,  could 
not  be  beaten  by  tory  federalism.  The  whole  de- 
mocracy of  the  state,  were  here  represented,  and 
they  would  speak  trumpet  tongued  to  the  people. 
“We,”  (continued  Mr.  h .)  “hanging  our  banner  on 
the  outer  wall,  we  proclaim  the  eternal  principle 
that  man  is  fit  for  self-government,  and  by  the  aid 
of  Almighty  God,  the  people  shall  and  will  rule. 
They  will  triumph,  and  they  shall  triumph.  And 
that  party  who  are  afraid  of  their  principles,  are 
unworthy  of  the  suffrages  and  confidence  of  the 
people  of  this  glorious  republic.” 

Mr.  Grundy  rose  amidst  loud  and  enthusiastic 
cheering,  and  said:  In  one  thing,  fellow  citizens, 
you  are  not  mistaken.  I am  a veteran  in  the  cause 
of  democracy;  I was  born  so  and  have  lived  so, 
even  beyond  my  three  score  years.  I have  often 
met  in  political  conflict  men  of  the  other  party,  and 
am  still  ready  to  meet  them  wherever  and  whenever 
they  may  present  themselves,  on  proper  and  fit  oc- 
casions. Yes,  sir,  an  old  and  sound  vessel,  that  has 
stood  the  quicksands,  the  shoals,  and  the  sawyers  of 
the  Mississippi — that  has  met  in  the  open  sea,  the 
proudest  force  of  the  enemy,  and  never  struck  her 
llag — has  often  been  compelled  to  meet  their  little 
skiffs  and  bark  canoes,  is  still  as  sound  as  ever,  and 
prepared  for  a new  contest.  I stand  here,  fellow 
countrymen,  as  a Tennessean  should  stand  here — 
as  an  old  democrat;  and  not  only  that,  but  I bring 
with  me  one  who  has  done  his  duty  in  the  field 
(this  allusion  to  general  Carroll  was  received  with 
an  universal  burst  of  applause).  Here  we  present 
ourselves  to  the  democracy  of  the  union,  not  fearing 
to  speak  to  them  as  boldly  as  we  have  done  in  the 
field  and  the  cabinet,  whatever  it  becomes  patriotic 
citizens  to  say  and  do.  This,  however,  has  little 
to  do  with  the  present  question.  What,  then,  is 
our  duty?  What  are  the  principles  on  which  we 
stand?  We  say  that  we  are  the  friends  and  advo- 
cates of  equal  rights,  or,  in  other  words,  that  every 
freeman  shall  stand  on  the  broad  platform  of  liberty 
and  equality — we  want  an  open  field  and  a fair  ar- 
gument— we  want  no  adventitious  aid,  either  fioin 
exclusive  privileges  or  banking  corporations. 

But  let  me  admonish  you,  fellow  citizens,  that  we 
must  take  care  of  this  institution  called  a Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Do  you  say  that  you  will  put  it 
under  such  restraints  as  will  prevent  it  from  usurp- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  country?  what  you  put  re- 
straints on  this  unshorn  Sampson,  that  will  rise  up 
and  snap  the  feeble  bands  you  have  put  upon  him? 
They  want  to  rise  up,  my  fellow  countrymen,  and 
set  themselves  above  the  constitution  and  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country.  Look  to  that  instrument  by 
which  our  liberties  are  secured,  and  where  in  it  do 
you  find  any  thing  to  authorise  the  belief  that  our 
wise  forelathers  intended  that  money  should  rule, 
where  freemen  only  should  do  so.  Is  it  money  that 
makes  the  man,  or  honest  industry?  It  is  honest 
j industry,  aided  by  virtue;  and  let  me  tell  you  that 
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it  is  the  democracy  who  are  the  workingmen  of  the 
country.  Show  me  the  man  who  wants  to  live  on 
his  wits  alone,  or  by  the  injuries  he  ran  inflict  upon 
his  neighbors,  and  I will  tell  you  that  that  man  is 
not  one  of  us.  He  does  not  belong  to  our  party  at 
all.  He  is  a federalist,  aristocrat  and'  modern  whig 
besides.  There  was  a time  when  the  name  of  whig 
sounded  delightfully  and  pleasantly  to  every  pa- 
triot’s ear,  but  that  time  has  passed  by.  They  were 
the  whigs  of  the  revolution — the  triends  of  the 
country.  There  was  no  British  gold  diffused  among 
them,  for  they  would  not  take  it.  There  was  no 
British  influence  acting  upon  them,  for  they  loved 
their  country  too  well  to  be  swayed  by  foreign  in- 
fluence. Now  I do  not  charge  this  against  the  pre- 
sent whig  party,  for  it  is  not  safe  or  just  to  deal  in 
such  harsh  denunciations;  but  this  I must  say,  that 
when  you  do  find  such  men,  nineteen  out  of  every 
twenty  of  them  do  not  belong  to  our  party,  and  that 
is  not  all.  Men  who  do  evil,  shun  the  light— they 
do  not  want  their  deeds  to  be  seen.  Now,  whether 
it  is  a consciousness  or  not  that  they  are  acting 
Wrong,  he  would  not  say — but  so  it  is,  that  the 
whigs  are  unwilling  to  disclose  to  their  countrymen 
the  principles  which  governed  them,  or  indeed 
whether  they  have  any  principles  at  all.  Is  it  not 
fair  to  infer  that  they  well  know  that  if  they  dis- 
close their  opinions  and  the  objects  lor  which  they 
are  contending,  that  the  people  will  never  put  them 
in  office?  While  casting  my  eyes  around  the  room, 
I see  my  Ohio  friends — and  this  reminds  me  of 
Cincinnati  and  the  manner  in  which  the  whigs 
manage  their  affairs  there.  At  the  close  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  was  there  a man,  woman 
or  child,  in  that  city,  who  ever  thought  of  taking 
up  the  present  whig  candidate  for  the  presidency? 
Now,  I do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the  merits  of 
that  individual,  lor  I wish  that  he  was  wiser  and 
better,  and  more  meritorious  than  he  is;  but  let  us 
see  how  he  is  to  be  made  president.  It  will  be  re- 
collected by  all  of  us  that  when  the  name  of  An- 
drew Jackson  was  announced  for  the  presidency, 
the  nomination,  like  a blaze,  extended  through  the 
whole  country,  and  never  ceased  to  show  its  light 
till  the  illustrious  hero  and  statesman  was  elevated 
to  the  chief  magistracy.  It  is  true  that  art,  contri- 
vances, &c.  prevented  his  election  at  the  first  trial; 
but  the  next  time  all  the  devices  of  the  federal  party 
were  ineffectual  to  prevent  it. 

But  to  return  to  the  state  of  Ohio  and  the  city  of 
Cincinnati.  The  whigs  there  have  a candidate 
whom  they  want  to  make  president,  and  of  whom 
four  years  ago  very  little  was  heard;  but  within  the 
last  few  mouths  no  mortal  man  has  ever  grown  so 
vastly  as  he.  From  a plain  honest  clerk  of  a county 
court,  who  interfered  with  nobody,  and  with  whom 
nobody  interfered,  he  has  grown  to  be  an  antonish- 
ingly  great  man,  destined  in  their  opinions  to  carry 
all  before  him.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  no 
one  can,  by  any  possibility,  come  at  his  opinions  on 
any  of  the  great  questions  interesting  to  the  country, 
nor  obtain  any  information  in  regard  to  him,  by 
which  they  can  measure  his  fitness  and  capacity  for 
the  high  station  to  which  he  aspires.  What  have 
his  friends  done  in  regard  to  him?  Why,  they 
won’t  let  him  be  measured  at  all.  They  have  shut 
him  up,  (I  will  not  say  in  a cage,  but  he  might  as 
well  be  in  one),  and  will  not  let  him  have  the  use 
of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  while  his  conscience  keepers 
say  that  he  shall  neither  speak  nor  write,  and  they 
will  not  do  it  for  him.  Now  I ask  this  convention, 
as  sober,  reflecting  men,  it  this  is  the  way  to  make 
the  president  for  the  people  of  the  United  Slates?  I 
want  to  push  this  matter  a little  further. 

Mr.  Burke,  the  postmaster  at  Cincinnati,  is  here, 
and  I intend,  before  we  leave  this  place,  to  ask  him 
to  state  whether  this  committee  does  not  regularly 
attend  their  candidate  to  the  post  office,  when  he 
goes  for  letters,  to  see  that  he  gets  none  that  are  not 
such  as  they  are  willing  that  he  should  receive.  It 
is  true  that  there  are  many  wags  in  this  country, 
and  that  some  of  them  may  probably  write  hoaxing 
letters  to  the  old  gentleman;  and  his  whig  advisers 
may  wish  to  save  him  the  mortification  of  reading 
them,  or  they  may  wish  to  save  postage,  which  is 
always  refunded  on  returning  such  letters  to  the 
post  office.  But  they  open  all  his  letters  for  him, 
and  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  said  in  reply,  they 
answer  them;  though  when  there  is,  they  will  not 
answer  them  at  all.  Now,  this  is  the  way  in  which 
they  want  to  make  a president  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  different  in  old  times.  When  Andrew 
Jackson  was  put  up  for  the  presidency,  I wdnder 
if  any  man,  or  set  of  men  opened  and  answered  his 
letters  for  him.  When  he  received  a letter,  he  an- 
swered it  himself;  and  whether  his  opinions  were 
right  or  wrong,  he  expressed  them  openly  and  fear- 
lessly, without  being  dictated  to  by  a human  being. 
This  was  the  custom  of  all  our  former  presidents, 
from  Washington  down  to  the  present  time;  and  it 
is  the  custom  of  our  present  chief  magistrate. — 


When  his  opinions  were  asked  on  important  ques- 
tions of  state  policy,  he  gave  them  openly  and  dis- 
tinctly. On  the  subject  of  abolition,  which  the  whig 
committee  will  not  let  their  candidate  speak  out 
upon,  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been  most  explicit.  He 
has  declared  his  opposition  to  that  fell  spirit,  in  the 
strongest  terms;  and  stated  in  advance,  that  he 
would  veto  any  bill  passed  by  congress,  interfering 
with  the  question  of  slavery,  either  in  the  states  or  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  But  how  is  it  with  the 
whig  candidate?  There  are  vast  numbers  of  abo- 
litionists at  the  north,  and  though  they  are  a trou- 
blesome set  of  people,  their  votes  count  as  well  as 
those  of  others.  Now  the  whig  committee  of  Cin- 
cinnati have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a letter 
written  to  the  abolitionists,  unfavorable  to  their 
views,  would  cause  the  loss  of  their  votes,  while  a 
letter  of  a contrary  character  would  cost  them  the 
votes  of  the  south.  Hence  the  necessity,  on  their 
part,  for  avoiding  all  correspondence  on  that  subject; 
for  whether  they  wrote  one  way  or  the  other,  they 
would  be  placed  in  an  awful  predicament. 

After  a few  more  remarks,  Mr.  G.  concluded  by 
pledging  himself  that  the  people  of  his  state  would 
never  vote  for  any  man  whose  principles  and  policy 
were  not  openly  and  fearlessly  avowed  to  them;  and 
that,  well  knowing  and  having  the  fullest  confidence 
in  the  present  democratic  candidate  for  the  chief 
magistracy,  they  would  give  him  a hearty  and  ef- 
ficient support. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  of 
twenty-one,  to  recommend  suitable  persons  for  of- 
ficers for  the  convention,  reported: 

For  president — Gov.  Wm.  Carroll,  ofTenessee. 

For  vice-presidents — Wm.  T.  Rogers,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; governor  C.  P.  Van  Ness,  of  Vermont;  Wm. 
N.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina;  Dr.  Charles  Parry, 
ot  Indiana;  John  Nelson,  esq.  of  Maryland;  honora- 
ble Alexander  Mouton,  of  Louisiana. 

For  secretaries — Geo.  A.  Starkweather,  of  New 
York;  C.  J.  McNulty,  of  Ohio;  G.  B.  Adran,  of 
New  Jersey;  Albert  F.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
concurred  in,  and  the  president  was  conducted  to 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Rogers  moved  that  when  the  convention  ad- 
journ, it  do  so  to  meet  again  at  4 o’clock. 

The  president  [Mr.  Carroll]  then  took  the 
chair;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  convention  ad- 
journed. 

Afternoon  session — The  convention  met  again  at 
4 o’clock,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  president  then  rose  and  addressed  the  con- 
vention to  the  following  effect: 

Fellow  citizens:  I should  do  injustice  to  my  feel- 
ings il  l were  to  omit  the  expression  of  my  gratitude 
on  this  occasion  for  the  unexpected  honor  conferred 
on  me,  in  calling  upon  me  to  preside  over  the  deli- 
berations of  this  body.  I beg  leave  to  remark,  how- 
ever, in  justice  to  the  convention  and  to  myself, 
that  1 feel  as  il  I was  disqualified  for  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  station  in  which  I am  placed; 
for  although  I have  spent  twenty  years  of  my  life  in 
the  service  of  my  country  in  peace  and  in  war,  yet 
it  has  so  happened  that  I never  belonged  to  a deli- 
berative assembly.  Of  course,  then,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  I should  possess  such  a knowledge  of 
the  rules  to  govern  their  proceedings  as  is  necessary 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  station  I have 
been  called  to  fill.  I beg  leave  to  remark,  how- 
ever, that  I shall  throw  myself  on  your  indulgence, 
and  when  I am  at  a loss,  I shall  ask  the  aid  of  those 
who  have  had  more  experience,  and  are  able  to 
guide  me  in  that  respect.  And  in  truth,  when  I 
consider  the  cause  which  has  brought  us  together,  I 
can  expect  nothing  but  unanimity  in  our  proceed- 
ings. There  will,  therefore,  be  very  little  de- 
mand for  any  thing  like  talent  in  the  presiding  offi- 
cer. When  I came  here,  I did  not  expect  to  be  ele- 
vated to  this  office,  and  I felt  my  incompetence; 
and  I had  a desire  this  moring  that  the  commiltee 
would  not  present  my  name.  However,  as  I came 
here  resolved  to  do  my  duty  in  whatever  station  I 
might  be  placed,  either  as  a soldier  or  an  officer,  I 
have  submitted  to  them.  With  a single  additional 
remark,  I shall  trouble  you  no  further.  The  cause 
which  has  brought  us  together  this  day,  is  the  cause 
of  the  American  people,  and  it  is  one  in  which  every 
republican  feels  a deep  and  abiding  interest.  It  is 
a cause,  if  we  succeed,  to  promote  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country — the 
great  body  of  the  people. 

We  have  nothing,  then,  to  do  but  that  which  in- 
timately concerns  all  who  belong  to  the  republican 
party,  and  that  is  to  take  post  in  the  ranks,  wherever 
it  be,  and  to  fight  (he  battle  manfully  till  November 
next;  and  if  we  do  that,  the  victory  will  be  ours. — 
But,  gentlemen,  rely  upon  it,  we  must  stand  shoul- 
der to  shoulder- — there  must  not  be  one  single  inch 
left  in  our  ranks  for  the  enemy  to  make  an  inroad. 


If  we  do,  defeat  may  be  the  consequence.  I say, 
again,  let  every  republican  in  the  United  States,  and 
more  especially  those  now  present,  determine  to  do 
his  duty,  and  victory  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. [Loud  and  reiterated  cheers.] 

Mr.  Grundy  here  announced  that  he  had  dis- 
charged his  duty  on  the  commiltee  on  nominations, 
who  had  already  made  their  report,  and  that  the 
convention  was  now  duly  organized. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Hancock,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Grundy,  came  forward  and  offered  up  a prayer 
to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

Mr.  Rogers,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  credentials  of  delegates,  made  a report 
on  that  subject;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  and  was  as  follows: 

LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 

Maine.  John  T.  Paine,  Hannable  Hamblin.  John 
G.  Perkins,  Albert  Smith,  Edward  Obrien,  Heze- 
kiah  Williams,  Samuel  Wells,  Daniel  Hammond, 
James  Bell,  Alfred  Marshall. 

New  Hampshire.  Thomas  J.  Parsons,  gov.  Isaac 
Hill,  Henry  T.  Simpson,  John  P.  Smith,  Albert 
Baker,  Horace  Chace,  John  Conant,  Edm.  Burke, 
Nathan  S.  Berry,  John  R.  Reding. 

Vermont.  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  Wm.  C.  Brad 
ley,  Lucius  Peck,  E.  B.  Chase,  Isaac  McDonalds. 

Massachusetts.  Phenias  Allen. 

Rhode  Island.  James  Benner,  John  Brown  Fran- 
ces, Lefley  Hagard,  Nathaniel  Bullock,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Samuel  T.  Atwell,  Thomas  S.  Taylor, 
Wm.  Ennis,  James  S.  Bliven,  Christopher  Smith, 
Clark  Dal  Rimple,  George  G.  Stiness. 

New  York.  John  A.  Dix,  Wm.  M.  Oliver. — 
1st  district,  Frederick  W.  Lord,  2d  Caleb  T.  Ward, 
3d  Fernardo  Wood,  Chas.  G.  Ferris,  John  J.  Mum- 
ford,  Wright  Hawks,  4th  Sylvanus  Warren,  51  h 
Stephen  Thorn,  6th  Charles  Monell,  7!h  Jona.  D. 
Ostrander,  8th  Mordecai  Myers,  James  Powers,  9th 
Henry  Vail,  10th  James  M.  French,  11th  John  J. 
DeGraff,  12th  John  McLean,  13th  A.  C.  Hand,  14th 
Ransom  H.  Gillett,  15th  Henry  Adams,  16th  Fre- 
derick Lansing,  17th  Joel  Turrell,  Alfred  Munson, 
18th  David  D.  Otis,  19th  G.  A.  Starkweather,  20th 
N.  K.  Wheeler,  21st  J.  R.  Chamberlain,  22ri  S.  G. 
Hathaway,  jr.  Amasa  Dana,  23d  Jonas  Earl,  jr. 
Otis  P.  Granger,  24th  John  Potter,  25th  Byram 
Green,  26th  William  Blossom,  27th  Francis  E.  Er- 
win, 28th  Ashley  Sampson,  291  h S.  Benedict,  jr. 
30th  Asa  Nowlen,31st  Wm.E.  Peacock,  32d  Henry 
K.  Smith,  33d  Sherburn  B.  Piper. 

Delegates  from  New  Jersey  in  attendance.  John 
Cassadey,  Samuel  H.  Berry,  John  M.  Cornelison, 
Cornelius  C.  Van  Riper,  Rodman  M.  Price,  John 
S.  Darcey,  John  Harrison,  Samuel  A.  Harrison, 
Richard  Kidney,  Joseph  A.  Bowles,  Martin  Ryer- 
son,  John  Hancock,  Colin  Robertson,  Joseph  Nor- 
thrup,  jr.  George  IL  Nelden,  Joseph  Justice,  Jc 
shua  English,  William  A.  Benjamin,  Charles, 
Burroughs,  John  A.  Perrine,  Henry  Clough,  Tho- 
mas Moore,  A.  H.  Armour,  Elias  Wampole,  Wil- 
liam McKnight  William  Cook.  Joseph  K.  Hulme, 
John  R.  Slack,  Joseph  Pugh.  James  Gunnel,  Wm. 
N.  Shinn,  Moses  Wills,  Benj.  H.  Deppincott,  Da- 
niel W.  Leppincott,  John  W.  Mickle,  Casper  Mi- 
serham,  Richard  P.  Thompson,  W.  H.  Nelson,  Da- 
vis Nelson,  Aust.  Bell,  Geo.  Rainster,  Jonathan 
Riley,  Peter  Keen,  Jonathan  House,  Jeptha  Ab- 
botts,  Samuel  Kopner,  Geo.  W.  Rupp,  Jas.  Smith, 
Thos.  Pierson,  Edward  Vanmeter,  Thos.  Thomp- 
son, G.  B.  Adrain,  Andrew  Agnew,  Wm.  Myer, 
J.  L.  Compton,  Wm.  Patterson,  S.  V.  R.  Patterson, 
Joseph  Lancaster,  Wm.  Stratton. 

Pennsylvania.  Senatorial  delegates,  William  T. 
Rogers,  Robert  H.  Hammond.  District  delegates, 
John  Felton,  Henry  Horn,  Geo.  L.  Ashmead,  John 
J.  McCahen,  Reali  Frazer,  John  H.  Biintori,  J03. 
Engle,  Jacob  Fry,  Henry  Chapman,  John  West- 
brook, John  Weaver,  Henry  W.  Smith,  Simon  Ca- 
meron, Robert  J.  Fisher,  Moses  Mellean,  Henry 
Fetter,  J.  B.  Aid,  S.  F.  Headley,  William  A.  Pe- 
triken,  Samuel  Dickinson,  Job  Mann,  L.  L.  Rige- 
lour,  Enos  Hook,  John  H.  Wishart,  H.  Gold  Ro- 
gers, John  Bredin,  Thomas  Cunningham,  Gal- 
braith A.  Irvine. 

Maryland.  Dr.  Enoch  George,  John  T.  Stod- 
dard, col.  James  Polk,  Dr.  Thomas  Wilson,  Dr.  Or- 
rick,  John  Nelson,  William  P.  Maulsby,  Thomas 
Perry,  H.  G.  S.  Key. 

North  Carolina.  W.  N.  Edwards,  Perrien  Bus- 
bee,  James  S.  Battle,  Thomas  T.  Faydan,  Sumner 
A.  Williams,  Robert  M.  Morgan. 

Georgia.  Joseph  Sturgis,  Ossian  Gregory. 

Kentucky.  Wm.  O.  Butler,  F.  C.  McCalla,  Lynn 
Boyd. 

Tennessee.  Felix  Grundy,  Sam’l  H.  Laughlin, 
A.  Anderson,  Wm.  Carroll,  John  C.  Rodgers,  Jo- 
nas E.  Thomas,  Arthur  R.  Crozier,  Hnrvev  Wat- 
terson,  IL  L.  Turney,  P.  B.  Anderson,  Win.  Deeny, 
Newton  Clark,  James  Dortch,  Williamson  Smith, 
Abraham  McClellan. 
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Ohio.  James  I.  Farran,  Wm.  Burke,  James 
Giddings,  S.  Medary,  T.  S.  Bates,  W.  B.  Morris, 
W.  Patterson,  Peter  Kauffman,  John  Hastings, 
John  B.  Weller,  Wm.  Doan,  S.  A.  Barker,  A.  Pat- 
terson, J.  McNulty,  Daniel  M.  Cook,  William  H. 
Baldwin. 

Alabama.  David  Hubbard,  Jesse  Bean,  C.  C. 
Clav,  Lyd  Moore. 

Mississippi.  Robert  J.  Walker,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, A.  G.  Brown,  gen.  M.  F.  De  Graffenreid. 

Louisiana.  R.  C.  Nichols,  T.  M.  Wadsworth, 
Alex.  Mouton. 

Indiana.  John  Kane,  Charles  Pang,  Tilghman 
A.  Howard,  Wm.  Wick,  John  Carr,  Miles  Murphy, 
Nathan  Jackson,  Thomas  Smith,  John  W.  Davis. 

Missouri.  Hugh  Oneil,  John  Jameson,  Falkland 
H.  Martin,  Dunham  Spaulding. 

Michigan.  Elijah  B.  Mitchell,  S.  McKnight,  R. 
A.  Forsyth. 

Arkansas.  Edward  Cross. 

Mr.  Hill  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which,  after  a few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Kauffman, 
Grundy  and  Gillett,  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
resolutions  declaratory  of  the  principles  of  the  re- 
publican party  of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare an  address  in  support  of  the  principles  of  the 
republican  party  of  the  union. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gillet,  the  president  called  on 
the  delegates,  by  states,  to  nominate  one  person 
from  each  of  the  states  to  constitute  the  committee 
to  prepare  resolutions  declaratory  of  the  principles 
of  the  republican  party  of  the  union,  when  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  reported  to  the  convention, 
and  appointed: 

Daniel  Hammond,  of  Maine;  John  R.  Reding, 
of  New  Hampshire;  Phineas  Allen,  of  Massa- 
chusetts; George  G.  Sliness,  of  Rhode  Island; 
Lucius  Y.  Peck,  of  Vermont;  hon.  Ranson  H.  Gil- 
let, of  New  York,  chairman;  John  M.  Cornelison, 
of  New  Jersey;  John  Breedin,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Henry  G.  S.  Key,  of  Maryland;  Henry  Bushbee,  of 
North  Carolina;  col.  Ossian  Gregory,  of  Georgia; 
hon.  Linn  Boyd,  of  Kentucky;  Samuel  H.  Lough- 
lin,  of  Tennessee;  Peter  Kauffman,  of  Ohio;  hon. 
David  Hubbard,  of  Alabama;  gen.  De  Graffenreid, 
of  Mississippi;  hon.  R.  C.  Nicholas,  of  Louisana; 
hon.  John  Kane,  of  Indiana;  Hugh  Oneal,  of  Mis- 
souri; Sheldan  McKnight,  of  Michigan;  hon.  Ed- 
ward Cross,  of  Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  appointed  after  the  same  manner  to  constitute 
the  committee  to  prepare  an  address  in  support  of 
the  principles  of  the  republican  party  of  the  union, 
viz: 

Samuel  Weller,  esq.  of  Maine;  gov.  Isaac  Hill,  of 
New  Hampshire,  chairman;  Clark  Dalrymple,  of 
Rhode  Island;  John  Kelling,  of  Vermont;  John  A. 
Dix,  of  New  York;  col.  Wm.  Cook,  of  New  Jer- 
sey; Henry  Horn,  of  Pennsylvania;  Wm.  P.Mauls- 
by,  of  Maryland;  Welden  N.  Edwards,  of  North 
Carolina;  Joseph  Sturgess,  of  Georgia;  F.  C. 
McCalla,  of  Kentucky;  Alexander  Anderson,  of 
Tennessee;  Samuel  A.  Barker,  ol  Ohio;  Jesse  Bean, 
of  Alabama;  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi;  T. 
M.  Wadsworth,  of  Louisiana;  Miles  Murphy,  of  In- 
dina;  F.  H.  Martin,  of  Mississippi;  E.  B.  Mitchell, 
of  Michigan;  hon.  Edward  Cross,  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  offered  a resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  for  the  appointment  of  a committee, 
consisting  of  one  member  from  each  state,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration,  and  reporting 
at  the  next  session  of  the  convention,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  nominations  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed, 
after  the  same  manner  as  the  previous  committees, 
viz: 

John  G.  Perkins,  of  Maine;  Nathaniel  S.  Berry, 
of  New  Hampshire;  Phineas  Allen,  esq.  of  Massa- 
chusetts; col.  Wm.  Ennis,  of  Rhode  Island;  gov.  C. 
P.  Van  Ness,  of  Vermont;  Jonas  Earl,  jr.  of  New 
York;  John  W.  Nichols,  of  New  Jersey;  Dr.  John 
Wishart,  of  Pennsylvania;  J.  C.  Orrick,  of  Mary- 
land; W.  N.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina;  Jos.  Stur- 
gess, of  Georgia;  William  O.  Butler,  of  Kentucky; 
Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee;  William  Patterson,  of 
Ohio;  Clement  C.  Clay,  of  Alabama;  Robert  J. 
Walker,  of  Mississippi;  Alexander  Mouton,  of'  Loui- 
siana; Nathan  Jackson,  of  Indiana;  John  Jameson, 
of  Missouri;  Sheldon  McKnight,  of  Michigan;  Ed- 
ward Cross,  of  Arkansas. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet 
again  at  10  o’clook  to-morrow  morning. 

The  following  gentlemen  being  loudly  called  for, 
severally  addressed  the  meeting,  in  warm  and  en- 
thusiastic speeches:  Messrs.  Howard,  of  Indiana, 
Duncan,  Walker  and  Smith. 

The  following  abstract  of  those  speeches  we  ex- 
tract from  the  Baltimore  Republican. 


Mr.  Howard  (being  loudly  called  for)  appeared, 
and  began  by  expressing  his  thanks  for  the  honor 
they  had  done  him  in  calling  upon  him  to  address 
them.  He  regretted,  however,  that  some  more  able 
advocate  had  not  been  called  upon  than  himself. — 
Those  before  him  had  not  come  there  with  any  badge 
about  them,  with  a piece  of  blue  ribbon  and  a pew- 
ter medal  hung  round  their  necks,  like  school  boys. 
They  had  presented  themselves  here  as  plain  and 
honest  democrats,  without  any  distinctive  mark  or 
badge  to  show  to  what  party  they  belonged.  They 
loved  equality  and  simplici'y,  like  true  republicans, 
and  detested  any  thing  and  every  thing  that  was  cal- 
culated to  gull  and  deceive  the  people.  This  was  an 
old  device  of  the  party,  who  now  wore  blue  badges. 
He  would  to  God  that  the  farmers,  and  mechanics, 
and  men  of  all  other  pursuits  in  the  United  States, 
could  have  seen  what  he  had  seen  and  what  he  now 
saw.  Here  he  saw  assembled  the  young,  the  mid- 
dle aged,  and  the  old  men  of  the  country,  coming 
from  every  portion  of  the  land  to  deliberate  concern- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  republic.  Mr.  H.  went  on  to 
say  that  the  term  “whig,”  as  now  used  and  applied, 
was  perverted  from  its  original  meaning  and  use — 
that  it  was  a glorious  word  in  the  days  of  our  revo- 
lutionary ancestors,  but  then  it  was  used  in  a differ- 
ent sense  from  what  it  is  now.  There  was  a time, 
when  the  term  “whig”  meant  “sour  milk,”  but  now 
it  means  “hard  cider.”  [Loud  laughter].  It  was 
a little  acidulous  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign and  would  be  very,  very  sour  at  the  end  of  it 
in  November  next.  [Cheers].  If  democracts  did 
their  duty  from  the  present  time  until  November, 
they  would  have  nothing  to  fear  as  to  the  result. — 
This  convention  had  assembled  here  for  the  purpose 
of  representing  those  who  were  the  advocates  of  li- 
berty and  equality — of  liberty  consistent  with  good 
order  and  sound  government.  This  was  why  dele- 
gates were  here, — not  in  order  to  drink  hard  cider 
or  wine.  They  had  come  here  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  those  principles,  which  bound  them 
together  more  closely  than  a name — those  princi- 
ples which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  institutions, 
and  to  war  against  every  thing,  the  design  of  which 
was  to  undermine  and  overthrow  them. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  corrupt  influence  exer- 
cised by  the  banks,  and  argued  that  the  parties  to 
the  present  war,  were  the  people  on  one  side  and 
the  banking  institutions  on  the  other.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  loco  focos  wished  to  destroy  the  banks, 
therefore  the  whigs  had  selected  a bank  candidate. 
It  was  needless  to  say  that  the  charge  was  without 
foundation;  they  did  not  wish  to  destroy  them,  but 
to  put  them  on  a more  sound  foundation  than  they 
are  at  present.  He  was  for  disconnecting  the  banks 
from  the  government,  and  in  favor  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury system.  Mr.  H.  went  on  to  remark — that  he 
would  not  be  guilty  of  the  sin  of  preventing  the 
multitude  before  him,  from  hearing  from  others 
present  from  all  parts  of  the  union.  He  himself, 
desired  to  visit  every  part  of  the  monumental  city, 
and  see  her  improvements,  and  the  monuments 
which  she  has  raised  to  the  valor  of  her  own  sons, 
and  the  fame  of  the  great  leader  of  the  revolution. 
He  would  close  his  remaiks  by  a few  reminiscences. 
We,  too,  (said  Mr.  H.)  have  our  heroes,  who  need 
no  certificate  of  their  valor.  Kentucky  can  boast  of 
one  of  the  “bravest  of  the  brave,”  now  in  our  ranks 
— (alluding  to  Mr.  Butler,)  and  I have  seen  a man 
who  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  hero  of  Orleans — 
who  was  ever  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  at  Enaeck- 
faw,  Enotechopco,  Talidiga,  the  Horse  Shoe,  and 
New  Orleans.  I saw  him  20  years  since.  His  locks 
were  like  the  raven’s  wing, — his  cheek  wore  the 
bloom  of  health,  and  his  step  was  the  gallant 
warrior’s  tread. — Now,  (said  Mr.  H.  pointing  to 
gen.  Carroll’s  gray  locks),  I see  him,  his  head  is 
white  with  age,  but  his  laurels  will  be  green  forever! 

Amid  loud  and  repeated  cries  of  “Duncan,” 
“Duncan.” 

Mr.  Duncan  rose,  and  was  received  with  loud  and 
repeated  cheers.  He  said  that  he  felt  more  flatter- 
ed now  than  he  had  ever  done  in  his  life.  At  the 
outskirts  of  this  city  he  had  met  an  old  man  with  a 
broad  axe  on  his  shoulder,  and  he  asked  him  where 
he  was  going.  He  replied,  “I  am  going  out  to  hew 
wooden  razors  to  shave  the  dead  whigs  with  next 
fall.”  (Loud  laughter).  He  asked  him  if  he  was 
not  going  for  Harrison  and  the  whigs.  “No,”  said 
he,  “not  by  a d — d sight.”  “Well,”  said  I,  “what 
is  to  become  of  us  all,  suffering  as  we  are  from  dis- 
tress of  every  kind?  Who  will  come  to  our  relief? 
“D — d the  panic,”  he  exclaimed,  “if  you  would  all 
work  as  I do  you  would  have  no  panic.”  He  then 
went  off  under  the  impression  that  he  had  given  me 
a proper  rebuke.  And  I pursued  my  way,  well  sa- 
tisfied with  his  reply.  It  is  our  political  misfortune, 
as  the  democratic  party,  to  be  beaten  almost  every 
day  in  the  year,  except  one,  and  we  generally  suc- 
ceed then,  and  we  shall  do  so  next  year.  (Reiterat- 
ed cheering).  He,  (Mr.  D.)  would  ask,  what  was 


the  animal  show  we  had  yesterday?  A friend  of 
his,  upon  whose  word  and  judgment  he  could  rely, 
had  occupied  an  eligible  position  for  viewing  the 
show  as  it  passed  down  Market  street,  and  he  had 
counted  the  numbers  which  constituted  it,  and  what, 
he  would  ask,  did  gentlemen  suppose  they  were? 
Why,  7,604!  Now,  if  we  deducted  all  bank  presi- 
dents, bank  lounging  loafers,  and  all  the  idle  dogs 
that  paraded  the  streets  on  the  occasion,  how  many 
log  cabin  men  would  there  be  left?  He  had  endea- 
vored to  get  an  introduction  to  some  of  these  gentry 
for  the  purpose  of  feeling  their  soft,  delicate  hands. 
As  soon  as  he  had  taken  hold  of  them  he  was  pretty 
careful  to  put  his  hand  on  his  purse.  (Laughter). 
They  would  rob  you  if  they  had  an  opportunity,  of 
all  your  Benton  mint  drops,  and  every  thing  in  the 
shape  of  money.  You  are  contending  with  a foul 
faction  under  various  claims  and  under  various  ban- 
ners, but  whose  principal  banner  is  that  of  federal- 
ism. The  contest,  then,  is  federalism  against  de- 
mocracy. You  have  a party'  to  contend  with  who 
have  one  set  of  principles  at  one  time  and  another 
at  another.  Mr.  D.  concluded  by  expressing  his 
conviction  that  Martin  Van  Buren  would  be  re- 
elected president  of  the  United  States,  notwith- 
standing all  the  clamor  and  efforts  that  were  mak- 
ing by  the  federalists  to  elect  general  Harrison. 

Mr.  Walker  addressed  the  convention  at  some 
length  in  which  he  reviewed  the  acts  of  the  admi- 
nistration, and  defended  them  against  the  attacks  of 
its  opponents.  He  contended  that  the  democratic 
party  were  at  present  contending  with  the  same 
party  as  at  former  different  periods,  though  they 
liad  now  exchanged  the  black  for  the  blue  cockade. 
He  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  democratic  party 
would  undoubtedly  beat  their  federal  opponents  at 
the  next  election. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  next  spoke  at  consi- 
derable length,  and  showed  that  the  democracy  of 
the  country  had  nothing  to  fear  for  the  result  of  the 
presidential  election. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  6,  1840.  The  convention  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  Mr.  Burke  made  an 
address  to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

Mr.  Bredin,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  held  in  his 
hand  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  held  in 
Hardy  county',  Virginia,  at  which  meeting  several 
gentlemen  had  been  appointed  to  attend  this  con- 
vention. Two  of  that  delegation,  Mr.  G.  T.  Bar- 
ber and  Dr.  N.  D.  Parran,  were  then  present.  He 
observed  that  it  was  known  that  a state  convention 
of  Virginia  had  determined  not  to  send  delegates  to 
this  convention.  This  county'  was  not  represented 
in  that  convention.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  he  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing, with  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,  he  refer- 
red to  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  creden- 
tials; which  was  agreed  to:  referred  to  the  committee 
on  credentials. 

Mr.  Gillet,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  draft  resolutions,  expressing  the  views 
and  principles  of  the  democratic  party,  reported 
that  they  had  had  that  subject  under  consideration, 
and  that  they  had  instructed  him  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions.  He  was  further  instructed  to 
say  that  the  committee  was  entirely  unanimous  in 
favor  of  the  propositions  they  submitted  to  the 
convention.  Mr.  G.  then  read  the  resolutions  in  his 
place,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  federal  government  is  one 
of  limited  (lowers,  derived  solely  from  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  grants  of  power  shown  therein,  ought 
to  be  strictly  construed  by  all  the  departments  and 
agents  of  the  government,  and  that  it  is  inexpedient 
and  dangerous  to  exercise  doubtful  constitutional 
powers. 

2.  Resolved,  Thatjthe  constitution  does  not  con- 
fer upon  the  general  government  the  power  to  com- 
mence and  carry  on,  a general  system  of  internal 
improvements. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  does  not  con- 
fer authority  upon  the  federal  government,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  several 
states,  contracted  for  local  internal  improvements,  or 
other  state  purposes;  nor  would  such  assumption  be 
just  or  expedient. 

4.  Resolved,  That  justice  and  sound  policy’  for- 
bid the  federal  government  to  foster  one  branch  of 
industry  to  the  detiiment  of  another,  or  to  cherish 
the  interests  of  one  portion  to  the  injury  of  another 
■portion  of  our  common  country — that  every  citizen 
and  every  section  of  the  country,  has  a right  to  de- 
mand and  insist  upon  an  equality  of  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, and  to  complete  an  ample  protection  of 
persons  and  property  from  domestic  violence,  or 
foreign  aggression. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch 
of  the  government,  to  enforce  and  practise  the  most 
rigid  economy,  in  conducting  our  public  affairs,  and 
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that  no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  raised,  than  is  re- 
quired to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
government. 

6.  Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  power  to  char- 
ter a national  bank;  that  we  believe  such  an  institu- 
tion one  of  deadly  hostility  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  dangerous  to  our  republican  institutions 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  calculated  to 
place  the  business  of  the  country  within  the  control 
of  a concentrated  money  power,  and  above  the  laws 
and  the  will  of  the  people. 

7.  Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  power,  under 
the  constitution,  to  interfere  with  or  control  the  do- 
mestic institutions  of  the  several  states,  and  that 
such  states  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges  of  every 
thing  appertaining  to  their  own  affairs,  not  prohibit- 
ed by  the  constitution;  that  all  efforts  of  the  aboli- 
tionists or  others,  made  to  induce  congress  to  inter- 
fere with  questions  of  slavery,  or  to  take  incipient 
steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to  lead  to 
the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  consequences,  and 
that  all  such  efforts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to 
diminish  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  endanger 
the  stability  ami  permanency  of  the  union,  and 
ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  to  our 
political  institutions. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys 
of  the  government  from  banking  institutions,  is  in- 
dispensable for  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  rights  of  the  people. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied 
by  Jefferson  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  sanctioned  in  the  constitution,  which  makes 
ours  the  land  of  liberty,  and  the  asylum  of  the  op- 
pressed of  every  nation,  have  ever  been  cardinal 
principles  in  the  democratic  faith;  and  every  attempt 
to  abridge  the  present  privilege  of  becoming  citizens, 
and  the  owners  of  soil  among  us,  ought  to  be  resist- 
ed with  the  same  spirit  which  swept  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws  from  our  statute  book. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  moved  that  the  question  be  ta- 
ken on  each  resolution  separately;  which  having 
been  accordingly  done,  they  were  severally  adopted 
unanimously. 

The  president  inquired  if  the  other  committees 
were  ready  to  report. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarked  that  the 
committee  on  the  address  had  met  together  and  had 
agreed  on  one  to  present  to  the  convention  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  The  address  however  had  a spe- 
cial reference  to  the  nomination  expected  to  be  made, 
but  as  the  committee  had  doubtless  anticipated  what 
that  nomination  would  be,  it  might  not  be  improper 
to  report  it  at  this  time. 

Mr,  Grundy  asked  if  the  gentlemen  meant  that 
the  address  had  any  reference  to  the  nomination  for 
the  vice  presidency. 

Mr.  Hill  replied  that  it  had  reference  to  the  no- 
mination of  president  only. 

Mr.  Bredin  expressed  the  hope  that  the  report  on 
the  address  would  not  be  made  till  after  the  report 
of  the  nominating  committee. 

The  president  observed,  that  the  report  of  the 
nominating  committee  not  being  ready,  it  would 
perhaps  save  time  to  go  on  with  reading  of  the  ad- 
dress. 

Mr.  Henry  Horn,  after  some  few  remarks,  mov- 
ed to  dispense  with  the  reading  of' the  address,  and 
to  have  it  printed. 

Mr.  Grundy  hoped  that  the  convention  would  not 
agree  to  this  proposition.  We  have  come  here,  said 
he,  some  of  us  from  a distance  of  1,000  miles  to  de- 
liberate on  the  important  concerns  of  the  nalion.  I 
have  no  doubt,  said  he,  but  that  the  address  will 
please  me  and  meet  with  my  hearty  approbation; 
but  I never  will  vote  for  a paper  till  I hear  it  read. 
Let  us  hear  what  it  is,  and  let  me  give  it  the  sanc- 
tion of  my  understanding  as  well  as  my  heart. 

Mr.  Horn’s  motion  having  been  negatived,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Hill],  commenced 
reading  the  address,  and  had  progressed  for  a short 
time,  when 

Mr.  Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania,  again  moved  to 
suspend  the  reading,  and  to  have  the  report  printed. 
Many  of  us,  said  he,  are  anxious  to  know  what  will 
be  the  report  of  the  nominating  committee  in  rela- 
tion to  a candidate  for  the  vice  presidency;  and  we 
are  now  unwilling  to  adopt  any  address  until  we 
are  informed  what  that  decision  is. 

Mr.  Bredin  seconded  the  motion.  This  commit- 
tee, he  understood,  had  come  to  a decision,  and  there 
surely  could  be  no  difficulty  in  letting  the  conven- 
tion know  what  it  was.  He  was  opposed  to  any 
thing  like  management,  and  trusted  and  believed 
that  there  would  be  none,  but  as  the  delegation  of 
Pennsylvania  had  come  here  instructed  to  support 
a certain  candidate  for  the  office  of  vice  president, 
they  wished  to  have  every  possible  information  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Ennis  here  informed  the  delegate  from  Penn- 
sylvania that  there  was  one  obstacle  to  the  making 


the  report  of  the  nominating  committee,  and  that 
was  thal  the  chairman  was  absent  and  engaged  in 
writing  it  out. 

Mr.  Hill  then  proceeded  with,  and  finished  read- 
ing the  address;  after  which, 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  having  intimated  that  the 
committee  on  nominations  were  ready  with  their 
report. 

Mr.  Oneil,  of  Missouri,  submitted  a resolution, 
that  in  taking  the  votes  on  the  nominations,  the 
delegation  of  each  state  should  give  such  vote  as 
Iheirstates  are  entitled  to  in  the  election  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Kauffman  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, so 
as  to  designate  the  manner  in  which  each  delegation 
shall  arinnounce  its  vote;  which  being  agreed  to, 
the  resolution  was,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Grundy  and  Clay,  adopted  without  a division. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  behalf  of  the  nominat- 
ing committee,  submitted  the  following  report.— 
He  would  merely  remark,  he  said,  bj-  way  of  ex- 
planation of  his  position  in  (he  committee,  that  he 
should  present  the  resultof  their  deliberations  with- 
out comment.  He  would  barely,  however,  remark 
that  the  conclusion  to  which  the  committee  had 
arrived,  was  the  result  of  harmony , concession,  and 
self-denial,  carrying  out  the  democratic  principle 
of  every  thing  for  measures,  and  nothing  for  men. 
Mr.  C.  then  read  the  report  and  resolutions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

And  whereas,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  principles 
herein  avowed,  it  is  important  that  a chief  magis- 
trate should  be  chosen  whose  opinions  are  known 
to  be  in  accordance  with  them;  and,  as  many  of  the 
states  have  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  as  a can- 
didate for  re-election  to  the  office  he  now  holds,  and 
which  he  has  filled  with  distinguished  honor  to  him- 
self and  advantage  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country; 
and,  as  it  is  apparent  from  indications  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  undivided  wishes  of  the  republi- 
can party  throughout  the  union  point  to  him  as  the 
individual  best  calculated,  at  the  present  juncture, 
to  execute  the  measures  of  policy  which  they  deem 
essential  to  the  public  welfare,  and  as  the  members 
of  this  convention,  unanimously  concur  in  the  opi- 
nion so  generally  entertained  by  their  constituents; 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  do  present  the 
name  of  Martin  Van  Buren  to  the  people  as  the  de- 
mocratic candidate  for  the  office  of  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  we  will  spare  no  honorable 
efforts  to  secure  his  election. 

And  whereas  several  of  the  states,  which  have 
nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  as  a candidate  forthe 
presidency,  have  put  in  nomination  different  indi- 
viduals as  candidates  for  the  office  of  vice  president, 
thus  indicating  a diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  per- 
son best  entitled  to  the  nomination;  and  whereas 
some  of  the  said  states  are  not  represented  in  this 
convention;  and  as  all  the  individuals  so  nominated 
have  filled  the  various  public  trusts  confided  to 
them,  ably  and  faithfully,  and  have  thereby  secured 
for  themselves  the  confidence  of  their  republican 
fellow  citizens;  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  deem  it  expedi- 
ent at  the  present  time  not  to  choose  between  the 
individuals  in  nomination,  hut  to  leave  the  decision 
to  their  republican  fellow  citizens  in  the  several 
states,  trusting  that  before  the  election  shall  take 
place,  their  opinions  shall  become  so  concentrated 
as  to  secure  the  choice  of  a vice  president  by  the 
electoral  colleges. 

Mr.  Ashmead,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  observed, 
that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of 
the  preamble  and  the  first  of  the  resolutions  in  re- 
lation to  the  nomination  lor  president.  On  that 
question  the  convention  was  unanimous.  There 
were  objections  to  the  second  resolution,  arid  he 
therefore  moved  that  the  question  be  divided  so  as 
to  take  it  first  on  the  preamble  and  first  resolution, 
and  afterwards  on  the  second  resolution. 

This  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  preamble  and  first  resolution,  and 
they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  then  rose  and  said,  that 
by  the  instructions  of  the  committee,  he  rose  forthe 
purpose  of  laying  before  the  convention  a letter, 
which  he  had  received  from  the  present  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  throwing  the  apple  of  discord  before  the 
convention,  but  for  the  opposite  purpose.  He  well 
knew  that  there  was  no  man  so  proper  to  present 
this  offering  for  the  public  good  as  himself.  If  the 
failure  to  nominate  Richard  M.  Johnson  was  to  be 
felt  in  any  one  part  of  the  United  States,  it  was  in 
that  neighborhood  where  he  resided.  He  repre- 
sented tiie  very  district  which  had  been  so  long  and 
so  faithfully  represented  by  that  faithful  public  ser- 
vant, in  whose  behalf  he  now  addressed  the  con- 
vention. He  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  dis- 


appointment— he  acknowledged  that  he  felt  some 
little  sling  of  mortification,  w hen  the  result  of  the 
committee’s  deliberations  was  known  to  him;  that 
had  passed  off. 

We  have  met  here,  said  Mr.  B.  for  the  public 
good,  and  our  own  individual  feelings  must  give 
way  when  that  can  be  served.  After  offering  the 
letter  of  his  distinguished  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
he  would  say  that  if  there  was  one  individual  [ire- 
sent,  who,  like  him,  felt  disappointed,  let  him  lay 
it  aside.  That  man  is  not  lost  to  bis  country.  His 
whole  life  has  been  spent  for  its  good,  and  he  will 
not  abandon  the  party  to  which  he  belongs,  because 
they  had  not  thought  proper  to  make  him  their 
chief.  He  believed  yet  that  that  individual  was  the 
choice  of  the  American  people  for  the  second  high 
office  in  the  government;  and  let  his  friends  then 
go  home,  proclaim  his  worth,  and,  as  he  has  beaten 
his  political  opponents  before  under  similar  circum- 
stances, he  can  do  it  again.  We  know,  said  Mr. 
B.  that  he  has  strong  claims  on  his  countrymen. 
He  has  strong  claims  in  the  hearts  of  the  American 
people — of  the  laboring  class  in  which  was  to  be 
found  the  democracy  of  the  counlry.  He  was  born 
in  that  class,  raised  among,  and  was  literally  among 
them.  Born  in  Kentucky  at  the  most  eventful  pe- 
riod of  her  history,  in  the  midst  of  the  Indian  wars, 
he  received  at  his  birth  that  energy  of  character 
which  has  accompanied  him  through  life — none  but 
the  brave  went  to  that  state  at  that  period.  It  was 
then  no  place  for  cowards;  it  was  the  habitation 
only  of  the  brave,  arid  it  was  among  them  he  caught 
that  indomitable  spirit  and  those  generous  feelings 
which  have  so  much  endeared  him  to  his  country- 
men. 

I know,  said  Mr.  B.  that  he  is  but  a man,  and 
that,  for  a moment,  he  may  feel  the  sting  of  disap- 
pointment; but  I know  him  well,  and  know  that 
nothing  but  the  sting  of  death  will  separate  him 
from  the  party  with  which  he  has  acted  through 
life.  I present,  said  he  the  letter  of  colonel  John- 
son, and  in  doing  so,  I am  convinced  that  if  there 
is  an  unkind  feeling  in  this  house  it  will  disappear. 
We  are  engaged  in  a common  cause  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  let  not  that  cause  be  paralyzed  by  the 
slightest  division  among  ourselves.  Mr.  B.  then 
handed  the  letter  to  the  chair,  and  it  was  read  as 
follows: 

Ci/y  of  Washington,  April  25,  1840. 

, Gentlemen:  the  near  approach  of  the  national  de- 
mocratic convention  in  Baltimore,  on  the  5th  of 
May,  induces  me  to  address  you.  The  object  of  that 
meeting  is  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  next  elec- 
tion of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  relation  to  the  presidency,  I am  hap- 
py to  find  it  is  universally  understood,  that  there 
will  be  no  division.  The  leading,  and  only  point, 
in  which  any  discussion  is  anticipated,  is  that  of  the 
vice  presidency. 

From  the  situation  in  which  I am  now  placed,  it 
seems  to  be  proper  that  my  sentiments  and  vit,evs 
should  be  definitively  known.  The  first  question 
will  be,  whether  the  convention  will  go  into  the  no- 
mination. 

On  this  point,  it  is  said,  there  will  be  a difference 
of  opinion.  Whether  the  convention  shall  make  a 
nomination,  or  leave  it  to  each  state  to  make  its  own 
selection,  I wish  my  friends  to  understand  distinctly 
that  that  will  be  a matter  with  which  I am  not  to 
interfere.  I will  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
course  the  convention  shall  adopt;  and,  in  any  event, 
must  beg  of  them  not  to  suffer  any  feelings  of  parti- 
ality for  me  to  endanger  the  principles  which  we 
are  united  in  sustaining.  My  sentiments  has  ever 
been,  that  in  a republic  no  citizen  has  any  claims 
upon  the  people  to  election  lor  any  office,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  benefit  and  advantage  resulting  to  them- 
selves. All  offices  ought  to  be  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  not  for  the  incumbents.  If  special  ser- 
vices ever  merit  special  rewards,  those  rewards 
should  be  given  in  any  other  way  than  that  which 
would  endanger  the  great  fundamental  principles  of 
liberty. 

To  regard  a highly  responsible  elective  office,  as 
a reward  for  past  services,  is  to  regard  the  elective 
franchise  as  forestalled  by  the  claim  of  justice;  and 
it  is  therefore  repugnant  to  republican  principle.  If 
such  claim  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  any  other,  on 
any  occasion,  I am  corseious  that  my  humble  ser- 
vices merit  nothing  beyond  what  they  have  alrea- 
dy received.  So  far  as  past  services  have  elicited 
the  principles  of  the  man,  they  will  be  regarded  as 
a pledge  for  his  future  course;  and  beyond  this, 
they  ought  not  to  be  considered;  especially  in  relation 
to  myself. 

There  rests  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  my 
friends  to  me.  The  debt  of  gratitude,  if  it  ever 
existed,  has  been  mure  than  paid.  All  the  obliga- 
tion that  remains,  is  from  rne  to  them.  The  con- 
fidence which  they  have  manifested,  arid  the  kind- 
ness shown  to  me,  have  imposed  an  obligation  of 
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gratitude  in  my  bosom,  which  1 can  never  cancel. 
There  is  at  this  time,  a great  interest  at  stalce.  It 
is  the  support  of  the  principles  in  which  we  united, 
and  upon  which  t tie  government  has  long  been  ad- 
ministered. Those  principles  have  been  my  guide 
tor  more  than  thirty-five  years,  during  which  time 
I have  been  continually  afloat  upon  the  tempestu- 
ous sea  of  political  life.  They  are  much  more 
dear  to  me  than  my  own  elevation  or  that  of  any 
other  person.  I desire  all  of  my  friends  in  the  con- 
vention to  regard  their  preservation  as  infinitely 
more  important  than  tire  qualification  of  any  pri- 
vate friendship. 

I have  not  solicited  a re-nomination,  nor  shall  I 
decline  it.  I am,  as  I ever.have  been,  in  the  hands 
of  Iriends  and  fellow  citizens.  It  is  no  less  my 
pleasure  than  it  is  my  duty  to  make  the  avowal, 
that  I wish  to  be  entirely  at  their  disposal,  and 
shall  be  perfectly  content  with  their  award.  If,  in 
their  opinion,  the  great  principles  for  which  we 
contend,  will  be  more  likely  to  be  secured  by  the 
use  of  my  name,  they  will  use  it — if,  in  their  opi- 
nion, another  selection  will  be  more  likely'  to  en- 
sure success,  they  will  make  another  selection, — 
If,  in  their  opinion  to  make  no  nomination  of  a 
vice  president,  and  leave  the  selection  to  the  plea- 
sure and  preference  of  the  republicans  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  will  give  most  strength  to  our  friends,  the 
convention  will  talce  that  course;  and  in  either 
event,  I shall  continue  to  act  with  perfect  integrity 
to  those  principles,  and  to  the  friends  with  whom  ! 
have  hitherto  acted  in  sustaining  them.  In  as- 
suming this  position,  I do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  declaring  myself  insensible  to  the  honors  which 
arise  from  public  confidence.  I can  regard  the 
man  but  a misanthrope,  who  is  perfectly*  indifferent 
to  the  applause  or  the  censure  of  his  fellow  men. — 
It  is  a quality  to  which  I make  r.o  pretension. — 
Next  to  my  own  conscience,  the  many  testimonials 
which  I have  received  of  the  approbation  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  is  the  richest  reward  for  my  past 
services  to  which  my  ambition  ever  aspired;  and 
this  feeling  has  been  the  principal  cause,  for  some 
years  past,  of  my  continuance  iri  public  life.  It  is 
also  my  greatest  consolation,  that  in  my  present 
situation,  while  it  has  been  my  constant  effort  to 
discharge  its  responsible  duties  with  fidelity,  I 
have  so  far  succeeded,  at  least,  as  to  have  avoided 
censure.  I have  heard  of  no  disposition  to  make  a 
different  selection,  on  the  ground  that  these  duties 
are  not  satisfactorily  performed.  But,  dearer  than 
all  these  considerations,  are  the  principles  involved 
in  the  approaching  election.  They  ought  to  be 
sustained,  without  regard  to  any  individual  par- 
tialities or  feelings;  and,  under  this  conviction,  1 
hope  my  friends  will  feel  a perfect  freedom  of  ac- 
tion in  the  convention. 

It  is  with  sentiments  such  as  I have  expressed 
and  under  an  earnest  desire  that  the  labors  of  the 
convention  may  tend  to  the  advancement  and  suc- 
cess of  our  cherished  principles  in  the  pending  con- 
test, that  I have  felt  constrained  to  address  to  you 
this  hasty  letter.  You  will,  of  course,  feel  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  shall,  in  your 
judgments,  be  calculated  to  promote  harmony  in 
the  convention,  and  give  strength  to  our  cause 
throughout  our  beloved  country.  Most  respect- 
fully, your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON. 

The  lion.  Linn  Boyd  and  the  hon.  William  O. 
Butler,  members  of  congress  from  Kentucky, 
and  delegate  to  the  Baltimore  convention. 

The  Baltimore  republican  says — the  letter  from 
colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Medary,  of  Ohio,  remarked  that  the  politi- 
cal battle  ground,  as  connected  with  the  presiden- 
tial contest,  would  be  in  Ohio.  There  it  was  that 
the  great  battle  was  to  be  fought.  We  had  come 
here  to  support  and  carryout  the  cause  of  demo- 
cracy, and  not  for  the  gratification  of  individual 
preference — (applause). — We  went  into  conven- 
tion on  the  8lh  of  January,  a day  glorious  in  the 
annals  of  American  history,  and  nominated  Martin 
Van  Buren  for  the  presidency,  and  we  were  in- 
structed to  urge  the  nomination  of  colonel  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  lor  the  vice  presidency.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  Ohio  would  be  the  last  that  would  shrink 
from  her  duty,  and  to  cast  a fire  brand  into  this  con- 
vention on  the  subject  of  such  momentous  import- 
ance. Her  delegates  here  would  do  what  they 
deemed  best  to  promote  unity  and  harmony  in  the 
democratic  ranks.  He  much  mistook  the  intelli- 
gence and  character  of  the  people  of  the  west,  if 
they  would  not  feel  themselves  insulted  by  the  exe- 
bition  which  had  been  made  in  the  streets  of  Balti- 
more of  log  cabins.  He  was  sure  when  the  day  of 
election  should  arrive  that  the  democrats  would  do 
their  <1  u ty . As  to  their  opponents  coming  here  and 
saying  that  they  (the  whigs)  would  get  a majority 
in  Ohio  of  25,000,  they  were  asserting  that  which 
they  kuew  not  to  be  true.  And  if  they  did  not  I 


know,  then  he  Would  say  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
public  sentiment,  and  they  might  take  which  horn 
of  the  dilemma  they  chose.  The  contest  which 
was  about  to  ensue  might  be  a bitter  and  a close 
one.  He,  however,  never  knew  the  democrats  of 
his  state  to  be  in  better  spirits  than  they  were  at 
present,  and  felt  sure  that  victory  would  crown 
their  efforts.  He  spoke  next  of  the  governor  of 
Ohio,  being  claimed  by  the  whigs  as  a Harrison 
man,  and  argued  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
foundation  for  the  assertion.  He  was  as  good  a 
democrat  as  could  be  found  in  Ohio  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Kauffman  corroborated  the  statement  of  the 
last  gentleman  up  to  as  the  soundness  and  strength 
of  Ohio  in  the  democratic  faith.  He  said  the  demo- 
crats there  were  now  ready  for  the  contest — that 
they  knew  their  independence  would  be  secured 
for  ever  by  a glorious  victory  over  the  hard  cider 
party.  He  eulogized  colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson 
as  a man  in  every  respect  deserving  of  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  he  expressed  his 
fullest  conviction  that  although  he  might  not  be 
nominated  by  this  convention,  he  would  be  chosen 
by  the  voice  of  the  people  to  re-occupy  the  eminent 
station  he  now  fills. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Indiana,  remarked  that  colonel 
Johnson’s  character  was  universally  known  in  In- 
diana, and  it  was  as  much  appreciated.  He  was 
known  as  one,  at  least,  of  the  heroes  of  the  Thames, 
and  was  nominated  by  the  state  convention  of  In- 
diana, and  he  was  the  first,  second,  the  last  choice 
of  Indiana.  He  would  continue  to  be  their  choice, 
he  (Mr.  H.)  trusted  until  the  flag  of  democracy 
with  his  name  inscribed  on  it,  should  float  trium- 
phantly in  the  breeze  in  November  next.  (Loud 
applause).  Mr.  II.  next  referred  to  the  fact  that 
in  various  states  other  candidates  were  preferred, 
and  observed  that  the  best  course  would  be  to  fight 
the  battle  at  home,  and  leave  the  issue  to  be  tried 
at  the  fall  elections. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  observed  that  the  letter  of 
colonel  Johnson  was  just  such  a one  as  might  be 
expected  from  him  by  every  man  who  knew  him. 
He  was  a democrat  dyed  in  the  wool.  Mr.  S. 
then  alluded  to  the  other  distinguished  individuals 
who  had  been  spoken  of  to  fill  the  station  of  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  then  argued 
that  it  was  necessary  to  put  on  record  a vote  for 
the  nomination  of  a vice  president.  This  had  been 
regarded  heretofore  as  one  of  the  most  valuable 
usages  of  the  democratic  party,  and  a departure 
from  which  could  not  but  be  dangerous  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Bredin  felt  quite  sure  that  the  delegates  from 
Pennsylvania  neither  individually  nor  collectively 
would  do  any  thing  calculated  to  produce  any  divi- 
sions of  sentiment  among  the  great  democratic 
party  of  the  union.  There  never  had  been  and  he 
trusted  there  never  would  be  a time  when  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania  would  refuse  their  support  to 
democratic  men  and  measures.  There  was  not  a 
state  in  the  union  that  had  stood  so  firm  as  Penn- 
sylvania in  defence  of  them.  He  had  no  wish  that 
a nomination  should  be  made,  but  he  was  in  favor 
of  putting  on  record  the  votes  of  the  respective 
states,  and  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the  convention 
not  to  go  into  a nomination  of  a vice  president, 
he  would  cheerfully  submit.  He,  however,  thought 
it  all  important  that  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention should  be  conducted  as  they  usually  had 
been. 

Mr.  Wishart  cordially  responded  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  three  or  four  gentlemen  who  preced- 
ed him.  He  had  been  in  committee  with  one  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  he  had  then  expressed  himself 
warmly,  perhaps,  that  Pennsylvania  was  in  favorof 
the  re-election  of  colonel  Johnson.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
venerated  Richard  M.  Johnson  as  a soldier  and  a 
civilian.  He  had  battled  both  for  his  military  and 
civil  reputation.  He  had  heard  in  that  part  of  the 
coutitry  in  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  lived,  the  Sunday 
mail  report  spoken  of  as  being  odious  in  its  charac- 
ter. He  had,  in  consequence,  asked  them  what 
part  of  the  report  it  was  they  objected  to,  but  when 
they  come  to  enter  into  detail,  nothing  was  found 
to  be  objectionable  in  it.  (Applause).  Warmly 
as  he  contended  in  behalf  of  colonel  Johnson,  both 
last  night  and  this  morning,  he  afterwards  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  on  the  subject  of 
the  presidency  in  order  that  a vote  might  be  taken 
in  regard  to  the  vice  presidency.  His  object  and 
desire  was  to  produce  harmony  in  this  large,  re- 
spectable anil  enthusiastic  convention,  whose  mea- 
sures and  principles  we  all  advocate.  He  was  sor- 
ry to  differ  with  his  friend  (Mr.  Bredin),  who  last 
preceded  him  on  that  point,  and  that  was  to  insist 
on  recording  the  vote  singly.  He  knew  that  some 
of  his  colleagues  might  differ  from  him;  but  he 
knew  that  Pennsylvania  had  spoken  loudly  by  him 
at  this  time.  He  would  suggest  to  those  who  en- 
tertained views  different  from  his  own,  the  proprie- 


ty and  policy  of  going  in  one  unbroken  phalanx  to 
face  the  wily  and  insiiiuous  enemy  with  whom  we 
have  to  contend.  He  had  a brother-in-law  in  this 
city,  at  this  time,  who  officiated  as  one  of  the  vice 
presidents  of  the  whig  convention.  He  had  walked 
arm  in  arm  with  him  to-day,  and  a3ked  him  when 
he  intended  leaving  the  city.  He  replied  that  he 
could  not  leave  it  until  the  democratic  convention 
should  adjourn.  He  keeps  his  own  secrets,  and  he 
( Mr.  Wishart)  keeps  his.  Now,  he  inferred  from 
this  that  the  whigs  were  waiting  to  see  whether 
there  would  not  be  some  division  in  our  ranks, 
which  they  might  take  advantage  of.  He  would, 
therefore,  on  his  own  behalf  and  his  respected 
colleagues  who  might  differ  with  him  on  this  oc- 
casion, suggest  the  propriety  of  taking  the  vote  at 
once. 

Mr.  Clay  explained  the  proposition  before  the 
convention,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  his  Penn- 
sylvania friends  wouid  understand  that  his  object 
in  offering  it  was  to  relieve  this  body  from  embar- 
rassment. He  contended  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  vote  by  states,  inasmuch  as  no  man  could  be  at 
a loss  to  know  what  was  the  opinion  of  each  state 
on  this  important  subject,  as  the  record  of  it  vva3 
before  the  convention.  With  regard  to  the  chief 
magistrate  there  was  but  one  opinion,  but  unfortu- 
nately this  was  not  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
other  high  officer.  However,  it  was  the  duty  of 
delegates  to  sacrifice  ever}'  thing  to  the  cause  re- 
gardless of  their  individual  preferences.  He,  for 
one,  was  ready  to  yield  his  opinion  and  acquiesce  in 
whatever  course  the  convention  might  think  proper 
to  fake. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine, 
Mr.  McCahen  felt  sure  that  his  friends  from  the 
south  who  were  in  favor  of  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion could  sympathise  with  the  Pennsylvania  dele- 
gation who  had  come  here  instructed  to  vote  for  R. 
M.  Johnson,  and  he  hoped  that  an  opportunity 
would  be  offered  him  and  his  colleagues,  of  record- 
ing their  votes.  When  they  should  have  done  that, 
they  would  agree  with  all  unanimity,  to  the  gene- 
ral course  desired  to  be  pursued  by  the  convention 
at  large — (Applause).  He  could  assure  this  body 
that  Pennsylvania  would  do  nothing  in  the  least 
calculated  to  produce  division  in  the  democratic 
family,  or  to  give  the  federal  party  any  advantage 
over  them.  It  had  been  said  that  the  democratic 
party  were  divided  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the 
enemy  entertained  some  hopes  there.  He  would 
tell  gentlemen  around  him  that  no  cause  existed  for 
apprehension  as  to  the  unity  of  the  democracy 
of  the  land  of  Penn.  They  had  stood  by  old 
Hickory,  and  they  would  for  the  second  time  stand 
by  Martin  Van  Buren.  We  promise  to  give  him 
15,000  majority.  Nowr,  he  would  go  further  and 
say  he  would  not  give  him  15,000,  but  25,000! 
( Loud  and  reiterated  cheers) . It  will  be  for  hard 
money  against  hard  cider. 

Mr.  Grundy  suggested  the  propriety  and  policy 
of  gentlemen  surrendering  their  individual  prefer- 
ences in  regard  to  the  nomination  of  a vice  presi- 
dent, because  he  was  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
no  choice  could  be  made  at  this  time — that  they 
could  not  unite  upon  any  one  man  as  the  democracy 
of  the  country  had  done  in  regard  to  a candidate  for 
the  presidency.  They  had  agreed  on  that  point. — 
We  iiad,  then,  got  a commander- in-chief,  and  a brave 
one,  too;  and  he  thought  if  we  could  get  the  head 
along,  the  tail  would  not  be  far  behind,  ( laughter). 
The  question  must  and  would  be  decided  at  the  next 
election. 

Mr.  Butler  remarked,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  the  question  as  to  the  vice  presidency,  exactly 
where  it  stood,  after  taking  the  vote  on  it  by  states. 
And,  then,  let  gentlemen  go  home  and  do  their  best 
to  secure  the  election  of  their  favorite  candidates 
next  November. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  second  resolu- 
tion of  the  committee,  it  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  records  of  the  nomi- 
nating committee  were  ordered  to  be  spread  upon 
the  journals  of  the  convention,  and  to  form  part  of 
its  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  report  of  the  no- 
minating committee  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  observed  that  he  had  been 
instructed  to  vote  for  Richard  M.  Johnson,  and 
those  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  knew 
that  he  never  had,  ir.  any  instance,  deviated  from 
their  instructions. 

Mr.  Kane  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, (Mr.  Smith),  was  mistaken  in  saying  thathe 
w’as  instructed.  The  convention,  at  first,  conclud- 
ed to  do  so,  but  afterwards  resolved  not  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Smith  accepted  the  explanation,  and  added 
that  in  what  he  had  said  he  only  expressed  the  feel- 
ings of  those  whom  he  represented. 

Mr.  Bean,  of  Alabama,  said,  that  the  democra- 
tic convention  of  his  state,  was  organized  for  the 
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purpose  of  appointing  delegates  to  attend  this  con- 
vention to  designate  some  person  as  a suitable  can- 
didate for  vice  president  of  the  United  States. — 
There  was  no  conflict  for  the  presidency.  It  was 
settled  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  the  only  dAnocra- 
tic  candidate.  The  committee  of  one  from  each 
state  had  determined  that  no  nomination  should  be 
made  of  any  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  and 
as  the  proceedings  then  stood,  it  did  not  appear,  but 
he  accorded  in  this  measure.  He,  as  a delegate  from 
Alabama,  felt  it  his  duty  to  say,  that  it  was  his  de- 
cided opinion  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  democra- 
tic party  to  make  the  nomination,  recommended  by 
the  convention  of  his  state,  and  that  he  was  unwil- 
ling the  question  should  be  decided  without  his 
giving  to  this  convention  his  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  true  that  Alabama  had  proposed  a gen- 
tleman as  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency;  but, 
notwithstanding  this  choice,  she  was  entirely  wil- 
ling to  support  any  candidate  which  may  be  the 
choice  of  this  convention.  It  was  the  wish  of  Ala- 
bama to  preserve  the  union  of  the  great  democratic 
party. 

Mr.  Fisher,  said  that  Pennsylvania,  would  sup- 
port Martin  Fan  Buren,  and  give  him,  not  15,000, 
but  25,000  majority.  [Loud  applause].  Such  a 
vote  as  would  wake  gen.  Harrison  out  of  his  reverie, 
and  put  an  end  to  all  his  hopes  and  dreams  of  ever 
becoming  the  tenant  of  the  white  house. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  address  be  adopted;  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Thompson,  of  New 
Jersey,  the  convention  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Afternoon  session.  The  convention  met  at  four 
o’clock,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  nominating  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  journals  of  the 
convention,  and  to  form  part  of  its  proceedings; 
after  which 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  address  and  the 
report  of  the  nominating  committee  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gillet,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
tendered  to  the  president  and  officers  of  this  con- 
vention for  the  prompt  and  able  manner  in  which 
they  had  performed  their  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gillet,  of  New  York,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
tendered  to  the  republican  central  committee  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  the  commodious  and  ap- 
propriate arrangements  made  by  them  for  the  ses- 
sion of  this  convenlion. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Baltimore,  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  convention  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  in  a 
very  able  and  eloquent  manner. 

The  business  of  the  convention  having  been 
thus  gone  through  with,  the  convention  was  seve- 
rally addressed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  New  Jersey; 
Messrs.  Nelson,  Stoddard  and  Preston,  of  Mary- 
land; Anderson,  of  Tennessee;  Smith,  of  Maine; 
Kauffman,  of  Ohio;  Brown  and  Thompson,  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

After  prayer  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Burke,  the 
convention  adjourned  sine  die. 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  WHIG  YOUNG 
MEN. 

OFFICIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  informal,  preliminary  meeting. 

At  an  informal  meeting  of  the  delegates  to  the 
national  convention  of  whig  young  men,  assembled 
in  pursuance  of  public  notice,  at  Washington  Hall, 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  Saturday  evening,  the 
second  of  May,  1840,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  several  state  delegations,  (or 
such  portion  of  them  as  may  be  in  the  city ) , be  re- 
quested, by  notice  to  be  proclaimed  at  the  close  of 
this  meeting,  to  meet  separately,  at  or  before  6 
o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  4th  instant,  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a chairman  or  special  dele- 
gate to  represent  their  respective  states  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  officers  for  the  approaching  convention, 
and,  in  the  preparation  of  such  other  business  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  expedite  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention,  and  that  the  chairman  or 
special  delegates  so  chosen  shall  compose  and  con- 
stitute a committee  of  nomination  and  of  business, 
to  meet  at  Baruum’s  hotel,  on  Monday  mornin°-  at 
7 o’clock.  ° 

It  was  also  Resolved,  That  in  the  nomination  of 
officers,  each  member  of  the  committee  shall  vote 
the  electoral  strength  of  his  state. 

The  states  haying  been  called  in  geographical 
order,  proclamation  was  made  of  the  time  and  place 
of  the  convention  of  the  several  delegations,  for  the 
purpose  above  specified,  and  then  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 


Meeting  of  the  committee. 

At  a meeting  of  the  chairmen  or  representatives 
of  the  several  state  delegations,  commissioned  in 
pursuance  of  the  foregoing  proceedings,  at  Barnum’s 
hotel  on  Monday  morning  the  4th  May  1840,  the 
following  gentlemen  answered  to  the  names  of  their 
respective  states:  From  the  delegation  from  Maine, 
Mr.  Evans;  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Page;  Rhode 
Island,  Mr.  Kendall;  Connecticut,  Mr.  Parsons; 
Vermont,  Mr.  Hopkins;  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Good- 
rich; New  York,  Mr.  Porter;  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
McChesney;  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Wetherell,  Dela- 
ware, Mr.  Young;  Maryland,  Mr.  Rickard;  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  Wise;  Ohio,  Mr.  Guille;  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Thompson;  Tennessee,  Mr.  Norvell;  Missouri,  Mr. 
Clarke;  Alabama,  Mr.  Sherman;  Louisiana,  Mr. 
Graham;  Indiana,  Mr.  Wright;  Illinois,  Mr.  North- 
cut;  N.  Carolina,  Mr.  Potter;  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Gamage;  Georgia,  Mr.  King;  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Knox. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  was  called  to  the 
chair  of  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Norvell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, requested  to  act  as  secretary. 

The  committee  having  gone  into  the  nomination 
for  a candidate  to  be  recommended  to  the  conven- 
tion as  its  presiding  officer,  John  V.  L.  McMahon, 
esq.  of  Maryland,  was  duly  nominated,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  instructed  to  report  and 
recommend  his  name  to  the  convention.  Mr. 
Guille,  ot  Ohio,  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  and  Mr. 
Rickard,  of  Maryland,  were  then  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  and  notify  Mr.  McMahon  of 
his  nomination,  with  instructions  to  request  his 
concurrence  therein. 

The  states  were  next  called  for  the  nomination 
of  twenty-seven  vice-presidents  and  the  same  num- 
ber of  secretaries,  when  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee reported  the  following  gentlemen  as  the 
choice  of  their  respective  delegations: 

Vice  presidents.— W.  Willis,  of  Maine;  Thomas 
E.  Sawyer,  of  N.  Hampshire;  R.  Babcock,  jr.  of 
R.  Island;  J.  B.  Eldridge,  of  Connecticut;  6.  P. 
Chandler,  of  Vermont;  D.  P.  King,  of  Masschusetts; 
J.  N.  Reynolds,  ofN.  York;  J.  M.  Keim,  ofPennsyl- 
vania;  Charles  H.  Black,  of  Delaware;  William 
Trick,  of  New  Jersey;  A.  Wilson,  of  Virginia;  T. 
O.  Edwards,  of  Ohio;  J.  H.  Crozier,  of  Tennes- 
see; G.  R.  Clarke,  of  Missouri;  J.  Dillet,  of  Ala- 
bama; G.  Mason  Graham,  of  Louisiana;  J.  H. 
Wright,  of  Indiana;  C.H.  Constable,  of  Illinois;  J. 
R.  Gilliam,  of  North  Carolina;  Thomas  Allen,  of 
District  of  Columbia;  F.  M.  Robertson,  of  Georgia; 
11.  Wickliff'e,  jr.  of  Kentucky;  M.  Gooding,  of 
Michigan;  Henry  Page,  of  Maryland;  Edward 
Gamage,  of  South  Carolina. 

Secretaries.— M.  S.  Appleton,  of  Maine;  S.  E. 
Garfield,  jr.  of  New  Hampshire;  B.  C.  Hill,  ofR. 
Island;  Austin  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut;  E.  P. 
Walton,  jr.  of  Vermont;  E.  G.  Austin,  of  xHassa-' 
chusetts;  Alexander  Kelsey,  of  New  York;  J. 
Wash.  Tyson,  of  Pennsylvania;  J.  Burtin,  of  De- 
laware; Jos.  H.  Nicholson,  of  Maryland;  N.  J. 
Winder,  of  Virginia;  J.  A.  Corwin,  of  Ohio;  C. 
C.  Norvell,  of  Tennessee;  J.  White,  of  Missouri; 
W.  S.  Oliver,  of  Alabama;  PerryS.  Warfield,  of 
Louisiana;  John  Hutton,  of  Indiana;  C.  J.  Ran- 
dall, of  Illinois;  W.  McPhitees,  of  North  Carolina; 
A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey;  Geo.  Daw- 
son, of  Michigan;  R.  L.  Brent,  of  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; Wm.  Cooper,  of  Kentucky;  J.  E.  Harvey, 
ot  South  Carolina;  R.  Clarke,  of  Georgia. 

A series  of  resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the 
convention  were  then  moved  arid  adopted,  and  the 
chairman  directed  to  respectfully  recommend  them 
to  the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  convention 
to  assemble  this  day  at  Canton  grounds.  It  was 
also  resolved  that  the  convention  be  temporarily 
organized  by  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  i It 
was  also 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  convention 
be  directed  to  call  the  state,  in  geographical  order, 
and  to  request  the  vice-presidents  thereof,  or  such 
substitutes  as  they  may  designate,  to  favor  the 
convention  with  a brief  report  of  the  condition  arid 
prospects  of  the  Harrison  cause  in  their  respective 
states. 

The  following  account  of  the  procession  we  ex- 
tract from  the  Baltimore  Patriot: 

Monday  was  a proud  day  for  Baltimore — for 
Maryland — for  the  union.  It  was  a day  on  which 
the  young  whigs  of  all  the  states  were  to  meet  in 
grand  convention.  Never  before  was  seen  such  an 
assemblage  of  the  people  in  whose  persons  are  con- 
centrated the  sovereignty  of  the  government.  In 
the  language  of  the  president  of  the  day — Every 
mountain  sent  its  rill — every  valley  its  stream 
—and,  lo!  THE  AVALANCHE  OF  THE  PEO- 
PLE IS  HERE! 


We  feel,  wjjen  we  take  up  our  pen  to  aftempt  to 
record  some  of  the  events  of  the  d.ay,  that  we  en- 
ter’upon  a task  to  which  no  pen  chn  do  even  par- 
tial justice,  no  pencil  adequately  depict.  The 
feeling  left  on  the  mind  ot  all  who  beheld  1 his 
mighty  gathering  is  one  of  wonder  at  the  magnifi- 
cence and  sublimity  of  the  scene.  We  hardly 
know  where  to  commence  a description,  or  where 
to 'leave  off. 

The  day  was  all  that  could  be  desired — the  morn- 
ing before  was  cloudy  and  sultry,  and  towards  even- 
ing rain  fell,  foreboding,  as  some  supposed,  a disa- 
greeable day.  About  twelve  at  night  a tremendous 
storm  came  on,  and  -it  rained  with  great  violence. 
Before  day-light  broke,  the  rain  ceased,  the  clouds 
vanished,  and  when  the  sun  rose,  not  a speck  was 
to  be  seen  in  the  clear  blue  sky,  which  for  calm 
beauty  might  have  rivalled  the  famed  sky  of  Italy. 
As  the  day  advanced,  a fresh  wind  sprung  up  from 
the  north-west — light  clouds  floated  through  the  at- 
mosphere, occasionally  passing  over  the  face  of  the 
sun,  and  lessening  the  force  of  his  rays,  which  would 
■otherwise  have  been  intense  to  a degree  beyondthe 
requirements  of  comfort. 

From  day-light  till  the  hour  of  the  moving  of  the 
procession,  Baltimore  street,  from  one  extremity  to 
the  other,  and  indeed  along  the  whole  route,  desig- 
nated for  the  procession  to  pass  over,  presented  a 
spectacle  beyond  description,  animated  and  excit- 
ing. To  say  that  the  streets  were  crowded  is  to 
express  a literal  truth.  From'corner  to  cornerthey 
presented  one  living  mass  of  human  beings — every 
window  wa3  alive  with  fair  smiling  faces — from  the 
top  to  the  bottom  every  bouse  was  crowded — sash- 
es were'  removed,  houses  with  balistrades  were 
crowded  on  the  roof.  The  whole  city,  was  out — 
the  whole  country  was'here. 

At  day-light  a national  salute  was  fired. 

Several  delegations  arrived  during  the  morning, 
and  were  conducted  to  the  points  indicated  by  the 
chief  marshal.  When  all  was  ready,  the  discharge 
of  cannon  and  the  blast  of  a single  trumpet,  re- 
sounding through  the  streets,  announced  the  mov- 
ing of 

THE  GRAND  NATIONAL  PROCESSION. 

It  is  impossible  to  convey  even  the  faintest  idea 
of  the  sublime  spectacle  presented  by  the  proces- 
sion as  it  moved  through  the  city.  All  that  pen 
could  write,  all  that  the  mouth  of  man  could  speak, 
all  that  the  imagination  can  conceive  of  beauty, 
grandeur  and  sublimity,  would  fall  short,  far  short, 
of  the  reality.  The  excitement,  the  joy,  the  en- 
thusiasm which  every  where  prevailed,  lighting  up 
the  countenance  of  every  man  in  the  procession — 
the  shouts,  the  applause,  the  cheers,  of  those 
who  filled  the  side  walks  and  crowded  the  windows 
—the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  by  the  ladies — the 
responsive  cries  of  the  people — the  flaunting  ban- 
ners— the  martial  music — tile  loud  roar,  at  inter- 
vals, of  the  deep-mouthed  cannon — all  these  and 
more,  much  more,  must  be  described,  seen  in  the 
mind’s  eye,  vibrate  through  the  frame,  fill  the  heart, 
before  the  reader  can  approach  to  any  conception  of 
the  reality;  and  when  all  these  are  done,  if  they 
were  possible,  he  still  has  but  a faint  and  meagie 
impression  of  the  scene  that  was  presented.  In  no 
country,  in  no  time,  never  before  in  the  history  of 
man,  was  there  a spectacle  so  full  of  “natural  glo- 
ry.” The  aged  veteran,  whose  decliningyears  for- 
bid his  joining  the  procession,  looked  on;  tiis  feeble 
voice  went  to  swell  the  general  shout  that  penetrat- 
ed even  to  the  blue  vault  of  heaven;  his  hand  wav- 
ed above  his  head,  whilst  down  his  furrowed  cheek 
ran  tears,  the  overflowing  of  a heart  full  even  to 
bursting  with  joy,  and  happiness,  and  gladness,  of 
all  that  goes  to  makeup  file’s  best  pleasures,  and 
these  crowded,  as  it  were,  into  one  moment.  The 
father,  who  brought  his  children  to  see  the  patriots 
of  the  land — the  mother  to  look  upon  her  son.  one 
of  the  patriot  crew — the  sister  to  behold  the  bro- 
ther give  vent  to  bisyouthful  and  extravagant  joy — 
were  all  there,  and  all  went  to  make  up  the  specta- 
cle. Standing  on  an  eminence  commanding  a view 
of  the  fine  of  the  procession  in  the  w hole  extent  of 
Baltimore  street,  you  beheld  a moving  mass  of  hu- 
man beings— a thousand  banners,  burnished  by  the 
sun,  floating  in  the  breeze — ten  thousand  handker- 
chiefs waved  by  the  fair  daughters  of  the  city,  gave 
seeming  fife  and  motion  to  the  very  air — a hundred 
thousand  faces  wore  before  you — age,  'manhood, 
youth  and  beauty  filled  every  place  where  a foot- 
hold could  he  got,  or  any  portion  of  the  procession 
be  seen;  and  you  gazed  on  the  pageant  with  renew- 
ed and  increasing  delight — and  words  failed  to  ex- 
press what  your  heart  felt  or  your  eyes  beheld. — 
Nothing  was  wanting — nothing  left  to  be  desired — 
the  cup  of  human  joy  was  full.  The  freemen  of 
the  land  were  there — the  sturdy  yoeman  of  the 
north — the  fiery  son  of  the  south — the  substantial 
citizen  of  the  east — the  hardy  pioneer  of  the  west. 
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were  all  there.  It  was  the  epitome  of  a great  na- 
tion— in  itself  realising,  filling  up  the  imaginings, 
and  may  have  been  the  very  picture  which  the 
poet  drew  when  he  described  our  country,  our  insti- 
tutions and  our  people  as  a “land  beyond  the  oceans 
of  the  west,”  where  “freedom  and  truth  are  wor- 
shipped,” by  a “people  mighty  in  their  youth.” 
That  land  is  like  an  eagle,  whose  young  gaze 
Feeds  on  the  noon-tide  beam;  whose  golden  plume 
Floats  moveless  on  the  storm,  and  in  the  blaze 

Of  suijshine  gleams,  when  earth  is  wrapped  in  gloom; 
An  epitaph  of  glory  for  the  tomb 
Of  murdered  Europe,  may  thy  fame  be  made, 

Great  people! — as  the  sand  shalt  llwu  become! 

Thy  growth  is  swift  as  morn,  when  night  must  fade-- 
The  multitudinous  earth  shall  sleep  beneath  thy  shade! 

Thus  much,  we  may  say,  in  reference  to  what 
words  can  describe  the  procession  to  be,  not  what 
it  was.  For  the  reality  we  must  give  the  dry  de- 
tails of  the  programme  by  which  it  was  arranged. 
We  can  give  nothing  of  the  living  spectacle — we 
can  give  nothing  of  the  joy  and  gladness  which 
“Spread  through  the  multitudinous  streets,  fast  flying 
“Upon  the  wings  of  hope — 

*****  “from  house  to  house  replying 
“With  loud  acclaim,  the  living  shook  Heaven’s  cope, 
“And  filled  the  earth  with  echoes!” 

We  can  give  nothing  of  these,  and  here  all  fail. 
But  we  must  essay  to  present  the  scene,  as  far  as 
feeble  w'ords  can  do  it. 

At  nine  and  a half  o’clock,  at  the  discharge  of 
cannon,  the  procession  bpgan  to  move.  First  came 
The  SALUTE  PARTY,  drawn  in  an  open  car- 
riage, and  three  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  rear — next, 
The  CHIEF  MARSHAL,  JAMES  O.  LAW, 
with  his  aids  on  either  side  of  him. 

BAND  OF  MUSIC. 

The  GRAND  BANNER,  supported  by  two  stan- 
dard bearers  dressed  in  sashes  and  scarfs.  On  it 
was  written  these  expressive  words: 

“The  people  are  coming  from  plain  and  from  mountain, 
Tojoin  the  brave  baud  of  the  honest  and  free 
Which  grows  as  the  stream  from  the  leaf-sheltered 
fountain, 

Spreads  broad  and  more  broad  till  it  reaches  the  sea; 
No  strength  can  restrain  it,  no  force  can  retain  it, 
Whate’er  may  resist,  it  breaks  gallantly  through, 

And  borne  by  its  motion  as  a ship  on  the  ocean 
Speeds  on  his  glory  OLD  TIPPECANOE! 

The  iron  arm’d  soldier,  the  true  hearted  soldier, 

The  gallant  old  soldier  OF  TIPPECANOE!” 

Next  followed  the 

PRESIDENT  AND  OFFICERS  OF  THE  BAL- 
TIMORE CITY  DELEGATION, 

SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS, 

IN-VITED  GUESTS, 

In  nine  open  barouches,  each  drawn  by  four  grey 
horses.  Among  them  we  noticed  the  hon.  Henry 
Clay,  the  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  the  hon.  S.  C.  Lea- 
ken,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

We  also  observed  Henry  Baer  and  Valentine 
Brunner,  from  old  Frederick,  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution, who  were  at  the  battle  of  Germantown  and 
other  engagements. 

Baltimore  Harrison  convenvion  and  cen- 
tral committee,  dressed  in  sashes  and  with  ap- 
propriate badges,  &c. 

Next  followed  the  delegations  from  the  states, 
commencing  with  the  old  thirteen — according  to 
geographical  position,  and  the  new  thirteen  follow- 
ing in  order  of  their  date  of  admission  into  the  union. 
First  came  the 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DELEGATION. 

Led  on  by  the  standard  bearer,  with  the  state 
banner,  on  which  was  painted  the  coat  of  arms,  and 
on  a scroll  was  written  the  motto  “Crescit  subpon- 
dere  virtus.” 

The  delegation  from  the  granite  state,  was  large 
and  beyond  expectation.  With  such  spirits  at  work 
among  her  people,  it  is  reasonable  to  hope  that 
evert  New  Hampshire  will  join  in  the  general  cry, 
and  range  herself  under  the  banner  of  “Harrison 
and  reform” — and  on  the  badges  worn  by  the  dele- 
gation— an  earnest  of  this — were  these  words: 
“don’t  despair  of  the  granite  state!” 
Next  catne,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  the  delegation 
from 

OLD  MASSACHUSETTS. 

First  catne  the  arms  of  the  state,  with  the  follow- 
ing motto: 

“There  is  Lexington,  and  Concord,  and 
Bunker  Hill,  and  there  they  will  be  for- 
ever.” 

Next  was  borne  the  banner  of  the  delegation  from 
Boston,  presenting  a handsome  view  of  that  city, 
and  the  words 

“We  are  where  we  have  ever  been,  and 
ever  intend  to  be.” 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  banner  was  painted — 
“Sicut  Patribus  sit  Deus  Nobis.  Bostonia  Condda, 
Civitatis  Regime  Donata,  A.  D.  1822.” 

The  delegation  for  each  of  the  congressional  dis- 
tricts of  the  state,  bore  banners,  on  which  were 


painted  various  devices,  descriptive  of  the  various 
employments  of  their  people.  We  caught  the  fol- 
lowing inscriptions  and  devices  on  them: 

The  scales  of  justice  supported  by  the  sword  of 
right — and  on  the  reverse  side  the  motto 

equal  rights  and  equal  justice. 

On  another  was  the  figure  of  fame,  and  on  the 
reverse  “Harrison  and  Tyler.” 

On  another  a golden  goblet  were  presented  over- 
flowing with  gold  pieces,  and  the  words  “the  gol- 
den humbug.” 

Another  represented  books,  with  the  title  “the 
laws  of  Massachusetts”  and  on  the  reverse  “honor 

to  THE  MAJESTY  OF  THE  LAWS.” 

The  Bunker  Hill  delegation,  with  great  pro- 
priety carried  a plain  banner,  on  which  was  only 
written  the  two  words  to  designate  the  place  whence 
they  came — Bunker  Hill; — and  as  often  as  these 
words  caught  the  eyes  of  the  people,  awakening 
the  glorious  recollections  which  belong  to  them, 
they  gave  expressions  to  their  feelings  in  shouts  and 
cheers  and  huzzas  “for  Bunker  Hill!” 

Another  was  ornamented  with  farming  utensils, 
and  on  it  was  written  “success  to  the  farmers.” 
Another  had  mechanical  implements  painted  on 
it — a keen  axe  glittered  in  the  sun — and  on  the  re- 
verse was  written  “Buchanan,  beware  of  edge 
tools!” 

The  fishermen  from  Cape  Cod  were  here  in  great 
force,  and  bore  a banner  on  which  was  written 
“the  fisheries — by  these  we  thrive” — “bounty  and 
■prosperity  to  the  fishermen  ” 

The  arm  of  the  artisan  was  painted  on  another, 
with  the  uplifted  hammer,  and  on  it  written  “strong 
ARMS  HAVE  STOUT  HEARTS.” 

On  other  banners,  handsomely  decorated,  were 
written  “glad  tidings  for  the  people.”  “Union  for 
the  sake  of  the  union.”  “Success  to  our  rause.” 

A beautiful  banner  on  which  was  painted  the 
shield  of  the  state,  was  carried  by  the  rear  of  the 
delegation,  and  on  it  were  written  the  words  “there 
is  Lexington,  and  Concord,  and  Bunker  Hill — ami 
there  they  will  be  lorever.  Congressional  district, 
No.  4.” 

The  Massachusetts  delegation,  as  well  they  might, 
excited  the  deepest  interest  and  enthusiam.  They 
were  the  representatives  of  New  England — that 
glorious  land  where  the  first  blood  of  the  revolution 
was  shed,  where  freedom  first  made  its  home  in  the 
new  world,  and  around  whose  name  and  the  names 
of  her  sons,  gather  honors  and  glories  that  make 
every  spot  of  her  land  rich  in  association  now,  and 
will  in  all  coming  time.  “Such  as  we  are  here,” 
said  Mr.  Webster,  in  an  address  to  the  delegation  on 
Monday  nightat  Concert  Hall,  “such  as  these  fifteen 
hundred  men  appear  in  this  city,  such  are  we  at 
home.  'Take  them  out,  and  count  them  over  one 
by  one,  and  the  fifteen  hundred  you  enumerate 
here,  we  can  enumerate  twenty  times  fifteen  hundred 
like  them  in  old  Massachusetts.  They  are  the  epi- 
tome of  the  people  of  the  state — they  represent  all 
its  interests,  all  its  wishes,  its  principles  and  its 
patriotism.  We  present  them  as  the  specimen  of 
Massachusetts  men.” 

We  were  reminded  by  the  appearance  of  these  men 
from  Massachusetts — by  tile  delegations  from  all 
New  England — by  the  speech  of  Mr.  Webster — of 
the  beautiful  description  given  by  one  of  them  of 
the  land  of  his  birth,  and  it  seems  so  appropriate 
here  that  we  cannot  forbear  to  quote  it: 

Land  of  the  forest  and  the  rock — 

Of  dark  blue  lake  and  mighty  river — 

Of  mountains  reared  aloft  to  ntock 
My  own  green  land,  forever! 

Land  of  the  beautiful  and  brave — 

The  freeman’s  home — and  martyr’s  grave — 

The  nursery  of  giant  men, 

Whose  deeds  have  linked  with  every  glen, 

And  every  hill  and  every  stream. 

The  romance  ofsome  warrior  dream! 

Oil!  never  may  a son  of  thine 
Where'er  his  wandering  steps  incline, 

Forget  the  sky  which  betit  above 
His  childhood  like  a dream  of  love — 

The  stream  beneath  the  green  hill  flowing — 

The  broad  armed  trees  above  itgrowing — 

The  clear  breeze  through  the  foliage  blowing, 

Or  hear,  unmoved  the  taunt  of  scorn 
Breath’d  o’er  the  brave  New  England  born, — 
Or  mark  the  stranger’s  jaguar  hand 
Disturb  the  ashes  of  thy  dead — 

The  buried  glory  of  a land 

Whose  soil  with  noble  blood  is  red. 

And  sanctified  in  every  part, 

Nor  feel  resentment,  like’  a brand 
Unsheathing  from  his  fiery  heart! 

Oh!  greener  hills  may  catch  the  sun 
Beneath  the  glorious  heaven  of  France; 

And  streams,  rejoicing  as  they  run 
Like  life  beneath  the  day-beam’s  glance, 

May  wander  where  the  orange  bough 
With  golden  fruit  is  betiding  low; 


And  there  may  bend  a brighter  sky 
O’er  green  and  classic  Italy — 

And  pillared  fame  and  ancient  grave 
Bear  record  of  another  time, 

And  over  shaft  and  architrave 
The  green  luxuriant  ivy  climb; 

And  far  towards  the  rising  sun 

The  palm  may  strike  its  leaves  on  high, 

Where  flowers  are  opening  one  by  one, 

Like  stars  upon  the  twilight  sky, 

And  breezes,  soft  as  sighs  of  love, 

Above  the  broad  banana  stray, 

And  through  the  Brahmin’s  sacred  grove 
A thousand  bright-hue  pinions  play! 

Yet,  unto  thee,  New  England,  still 
Thy  wandering  sons  shall  stretch  their  arms, 
And  thy  rude  chart  of  rock  and  hill 
Seem  dearer  than  the  land  of  palms! 

Thv  massy  oak  and  tnoun'ain  pine 
More  welcome  than  the  banyan’s  shade. 

And  every  free,  blue  stream  of  thine, 

Seem  richer  than  the  golden  bed 
Of  oriental  waves  which  glow 
And  snarkle  with  the  wealth  below! 

Next  came  tlie 

DELEGATION  FROM  RHODE  ISLAND. 

That  gallant  state,  where  recent  victory,  and 
whose  former  fame,  gave  them  especial  interest. — 
They  were  preceded  by  a banner,  presented  to 
them  by  the  young  men  of  Baltimore  city,  on  which 
was  represented  an  anchor  hove,  and  the  expressive 
motto  below,  “fast  anchored  to  her  ancient  princi- 
ples.” The  delegation  brought  with  them  a very 
beautiful  banner,  on  which  was  the  arms  of  the 
state. 

And  on  the  reverse  was  written 
“GASPEE,  1772.” 

Also  a shield,  with  the  colors  of  the 

“RHODE  ISLAND  LINE  IN  1776.” 

The  standard  of  the  banner  was  a piece  of  the 
hull  of  the  Gaspee,  “burnt  in  the  waters  of  Na- 
ragansett  Bay,  June  10,  1773” — which  fact  was 
beautifully  and  forcibly  alluded  to  by  the  chairman 
of  the  delegation  in  his  remarks  to  the  meeting  on 
the  ground. 

Next  came,  ripe  from  the  field  of  battle  and  of 
victory,  the 

DELEGATION  FROM  CONNECTICUT. 

They  were  heralded  on  by  the  standard  bearer 
carrying  a banner  on  which  were  emblazoned  the 
arms  ol  the  slate. 

CONNECTICUT  HAS  SAID  IT— CONNEC- 
TICUT HAS  DONE  IT. 

A band  of  music  next  followed,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded by  the 

DELEGATION  FROM  NEW  YORK. 

They  were  led  by  J.  N.  Reynolds,  esq.  the  chair- 
man of  the  delegation,  and  bore  in  front  a banner 
representing  the  arms  of  the  state. 

“NEW  YORK— THE  EBBS  AND  FLOWS  OF  WHOSE 

SINGLE  SOUL,  ARE  TIDES  TO  THE  REST  OF  MAN- 
KIND.” 

The  delegation  from  New  York  was  well  worthy 
to  represent  the  great  state  whence  they  came. — 
From  the  shores  of  the  lake — from  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  along  the  whole  southern  and  north- 
ern line — from  the  centre  to  the  extremities — from 
the  rich  cities  stirded  along  her  magnificent  works 
ol  internal  improvement — monuments  of  her  great- 
ness, her  energy  and  her  resources — from  every 
county  in  the  state  came  representatives, — tnakino- 
with  those  (rom  her  great  emporium — a city  in  it- 
sell'  an  empire — onp  'of  the  largest  delegations  in 
the  whole  line.  Who  that  could  hear  the  proud 
report  made  by  the  representatives  from  every 
county,  who  that  could  witness  the  enthusiasm,  the 
energy  and  indomitable  spirit  displayed — a pledge 
alike  of  their  own  success  and  the  defeat  of  their 
opponents — could  doubt  that  the  political  redemp- 
tion began  in  1S37,  would  be  consummated  in  1840! 

Next  followed,  in  great  strength,  and  bearing 
banners  dressed  in  mourning,  significant  of  the 
wrong  done  them,  the 

DELEGATION  FROM  NEW  JERSEY. 

They  brought  with  them  a number  of  beautiful 
banners.  In  (rout  was  carried  the  arms  of  the  state, 
beneath  which  was  inscribed  the  appropriate  motto 
“THE  NEXT  IMPRESSION  OF  HER  BRO  \D 
SEAL  WILL  BE  RESPECTED.” 

The  fire  which  kindled  in  each  man’s  eye,  as  he 
recounted  the  wrongs  his  state  has  suffered  from 
the  house  of  representatives,  shewed  how  deeply 
they  felt  for  their  violated  rights.  Their  banners 
wore  all  in  mourning.  They  were  here  not  to  re- 
joice as  their  brethren  rejoiced,  for  the  proud  stajul 
the}'  held  in  the  union,  but  to  tell  the  story  of  their 
wrongs,  to  pledge  themselves  for  the  people  that 
they  would  visit  the  deepest  indignation  upon  the 
authors  of  the  outrage,  and  to  assure  all  that  in  the 
coining  contest  New  Jersey  would  vindicate  her 
tight  to  occupy  a position  among  the  proudest  states 
of  the  republic. 
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In  tliis  spirit  was  conceived  the  motto  on  one  of' 
their  bann-rs.  A fac  simile  of  the  official  seal  of 
the  state  was  painted  on  one  side — under  which 
was  written  “the  great  seal  of  the  stale  of  New 
Jersey,”  and  above  it  these  words  expressive  of  the 
indignation  of  the  people: 

‘ OUR  STATE  SOVEREIGNTY  SHALL 
NOT  BE  VIOLATED. 

MDCCLXXVI. 

This  banner  was  carried  by  Hpnry  E.  Jones,  of 
Newark,  Essex  county,  of  the  state  of  New  Jer- 
sey. 

On  another  banner,  studed  with  blue  stars  and 
surrounded  by  a rich  border,  were  the  words: 

WES  I’  JERSEY  DELEGATION. 

And  on  the  reverse: 

“JERSEY-MEN  CHOOSE  THEIR  OWN 
REPRESENTATIVES.” 

Another  banner  had  inscribed  on  it: 

NOTTINGHAM  WHIG  BANNER. 

“Our  course  is  our  country — our  candidate  its 
gallant  dej'ender. 

“Presented  by  the  young  ladies  of  Mill  Hill; 

April  8,  18-tO.” 

This  was  a very  beautiful  banner,  and  each  cor- 
ner was  ornamented  with  hansomely  embroidered 
roses. 

The  delegation  from  Princeton  carried  a rich  silk 
banner,  on  which  was  the  American  eagle,  with  the 
words: 

“PRINCETON  WHIG  ASSOCIATION.” 
And  on  the  reverse: 

“HARRISON  AND  TYLER.” 

Next  came  the 

DELEGATION  FROM  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  the  front  of  this  most  numerous  and  enthu- 
siastic delegation,  was  borne  a flag,  with  the  words: 
“KEY  STONE  STATE— IT  IS  COMING!” 
First  came  a delegation,  several  thousand  strong, 
bearing  a banner  which  at  once  told  who  they  were: 
“Delegation  from  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia.” 

They  brought  with  them  a relic  of  olden  time — 
a transparency  which  in  1S13 — twenty-seven  years 
a go — was  displayed  in  that  city  on  the  occasion  of 
a general  rejoicing,  when  peace  was  given  to  our 
northwestern  border  by  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 
In  front  of  lh‘  transparency  was  painted  a likeness 
of  general  Harrison  with  the  words  surrounding  it, 
“honor  be  to  him,  who  defends  our  homes  and 
fi  lends  and  country — Harrison.”  On  the  reverse 
was  written. 

“ Phis  transparency  was  desplayed  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  1813,  by  the  people,  after  the  defeat  ol 
Proctor,  by  the  gallant  Harrison.” 

[Here  some  enthusiastic  friend,  catching  a 
glimpse  of  the  flag  which  floated  over  the  Patriot 
office,  displaying  the  broad  stripes  and  bright  stars, 
cried  out  “three  cheers  for  the  Baltimore  Patriot,” 
and  the  welkin  rang  with  their  shuts,  which  again 
and  again,  as  the  delegates  passed,  were  repeated 
until  the  very  echoes  answered  back.] 

By  the  Philadelphia  delegation  was  also  carried  a 
banner  on  which  vvere  the  arms  of  the  state: 
“VIRTUE,  LIBERTY  AND  INDEPEN- 
DENCE.” 

On  another  banner  was  painted  a beautiful  ship, 
and  above  “labor  is  wealth;”  below  “don’t  give  up 
the  ship.” 

The  delegation  from  Schuylkill  was  very  large. 
On  their  banner  were  the  words  “VV.  H.  Harrison. 
In  peace  the  farmer  and  his  ploughshare;  in  war  the 
soldier  and  his  sword.”  On  the  reverse:  “Harrison 
and  Tyler  ” 

In  the  delegation  from  old  Berks  county,  were  a 
number  of  tile  old  soldiers  of  Harrison — men  who 
had  fought  with  him  in  many  a hard  battle.  They 
each  wore  a sash,  on  which  was  inscribed  “soldiers 
of  Harrison,”  with  a minature  barrel  suspended 
1'roui  it  on  which  was  written  “hard  cider.”  \ 

Tne  delegation  from  Fayette  and  Green  counties 
brought  from  beyond  tile  Alleghany  mountainsa  per- 
fect “log  cabin,”  with  which'  they  have  been  many 
days  travelling  their  way  over  their  lofty  eminences, 
sustained  by  their  patriotic  spirit,  and  cheered  by 
the  cordial  welcome  and  kind  reception  of  their 
whig  friends  throughout  their  whole  march.  They 
appeared  in  the  line,  with  their  cabin,  drawn  by  six 
splendid  white  horses,  decorated  with  tile  skins  of 
every  variety  of  “varmint,”  buck’s  horns,  imple- 
ments of  husbandry  and  evergreens.  It  was  beau- 
teously  In  nislied  with  that  inseparable  appendage 
(hard  cider)  within  and  without,  nor  was  the  string 
of  the  latch  drawn  in,  as  we  ourselves  know,  being 
received  upon  its  inarch  under  its  root  with  as 
much  hospitality  and  kindness  as  general  Harrison 
would  have  w.  loomed  an  old  soldier  to  North  Bend. 
They  carried  a banner  inscribed  “laurel  mountain 
boy3,  from  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania;”  anil  ano- 
ther was  extended  over  the  comb  of  the  cabin,  sus- 


pended upon  the  end  of  a bay  fork,  on  which  was 
inscribed,  “fro/n  Foi  t Necessity,  Washington’s  first 
battle  ground.” 

The  Bucks  county  delegation  followed  it  with  the 
banner,  brief  but  expressive — “huzza  for  old  Tip- 
pecanoe ” 

Old  Lancaster  county,  on  whose  efforts  rest  the 
hopes  of  the  state,  was  preceded  by  a banner  that 
announced  herselfas  “the  Gibraltar  of  the  Key  Stone 
state — good  for  4.000  majority  foroldTip.”  A club 
from  Lancaster  city  had  a beautiful  flag  represent- 
ing general  Harrison  parting  from  his  soldiers,  and 
on  tile  reverse  side  his  words:  “Gentlemen,  if  you 
ever  you  come  to  Vincennes,  you  will  always  find 
a plate  ami  a knife  and  fork  at  my  table,  and  I as- 
sure you  that  you  will  never  find  my  door  shut  and 
the  siring  of  the  latch  pulled  in.”  And  beneath,  in 
German,  the  celebrated  extract  from  the  message 
of  Simon  Snyder  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mifflin  county  with  an  appropriate  flag,  iollow- 
ed, and 

Adams  county  was  largely  represented;  her  ban- 
ners having  a variety  of  devices.  On  the  front 
banner  was  “Adains  county  Pennsylvania  opposed 
to  reducing  the  wages  of  the  laborer  and  mechanic.” 
On  another — “Harrison  the  conqueror  of  Proctor 
shall  lead  us  to  victory.” 

Cumberland  county  was  also  strongly  represent- 
ed. Among  her  highly  respectable  delegation,  we 
noticed  the  hon.  Charles  B.  Penrose,  late  speaker 
of  the  senate,  ( who  afterwards  addressed  the  con- 
vention, with  great  effect,  at  Monument  square). 
Oil  the  banner  in  front  of  the  delegation,  was  in- 
scribed these  expressive  words:  “Old  molher  Cum- 
berland— she’ll  bag  the  fox.” 

The  Delaware  county  delegation  carried  a ban- 
ner bearing  the  motto  “Tippecanoe — No  reduction 
of  wages.” 

From  Pittsburg  I be  delegation  was  large,  and 
consisted  of  substantial  looking  men,  the  iron  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  carried  a beautiful  and  rich 
banner  oil  which  was  a handsome  painting  repre- 
senting Harrison  and  his  staff,  and  on  the  reverse 
a log  cabin  with  Harrison  at  the  plough  in  the  fore- 
ground. 

Mercer  county  was  well  represented.  The  ban- 
ner of  the  delegation  presented  a likeness  of  Hairi- 
soti,  and  around  it — “our  candidate — Fort  Meigs — 
the  Thames— Tippecanoe — Win.  IJ.  Harrison,  the 
poor  man’s  friend.”  On  the  reverse — “our  candi- 
dates— Harrison  and  Tyler.” 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY.— Sixty-two  delegates  at- 
tended from  this  patriotic  county — bearing  two  very 
rich  and  beautiful  banners — one  was  the  work  of 
some  of  the  fair  hands  of  Harrisburg,  and  was  high- 
ly creditable  to  their  taste  and  patriotism.  Upon  a 
blue  satin  ground  it  bore  a finely  drawn  eagle  sur- 
rounded by  stars,  embroidered  in  a style  of  exquisite 
workmanship — beneath 

“ Pro  Patria — Harrison  and  Tyler.” 

Upon  the  reverse  side,  in  letters  of  gold  upon  a 
pink  satin  ground, 

“First  for  Jackson;  first  for  Harrison;  always 
honest.  She  gave  up  Csesar  for  Rome,  and  now  to 
the  aid  of  Rome  she  calls  the  Cincinnatus  of  the 
west.” 

The  other  banner  was  composed  of  rich  black 
satin  with  gold  fringes — on  one  side  of  which  was 
a LOG  CABIN,  gilt,  surrounded  by  thirteen  stars, 
and  attached  to  the  cabin,  a barrel  of  hard  cider 
also  in  gilt. — The  string  of  the  door  latch  hung 
out. 

On  the  same  side  in  large  striking  letters  of  gold 
was 

■‘Harrison,  Tyler,  and  true  democracy.”  and 
“the  O is  rolling.” 

Oil  the  other  side  was  the  Pennsylvania  coat  of 
arms,  and  the  inscription — “To  preserve  their  liber- 
ties the  people  must  do  their  own  fighting  and  vot- 
ing!” ali  in  gold.  Tliis  splendid  banner  we  learn 
was  got  up  by  Messrs.  A.  Jones  and  J.  Fenn,  two 
spirited  members  of  the  Harrisburg  Tippecanoe 
club. 

York  county  was  represented  by  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  “good  men  and  true,”  with  their  six 
marshals.  In  front  of  the  delegation  from  democra- 
tic York,  was  borne,  a beautiful  banner,  on  which 
was  tastefully  displayed  a white  rose,  with  the 
motto — “the  white  rose  of  Pennsylvania  defends 
the  lair  fame  of  Harrison.”  On  the  reverse  was  in- 
scribed the  “York  county  delegation.” 

Then  from  our  gallant  and  chivalrous  neighbor, 
came. 

THE  DELEGATES  FROM  DELAWARE. 

This  gallant  little  state  was  fully  represented — 
bearing  its  armorial  standard  ki  front: 

With  this  inscription, 

CONSTANT  AND  INVINCIBLE, 
on  one  side;  and  upon  the  reverse  side  the  words — 
“The  first  to  adopt — the  last  to.  abandon  the  consti- 
tution.” 


On  another  banner  was  the  motto, 

“Our  country — our  rights.” 

The  New  Castle  Tippecanoe  club,  carried  a beau- 
tiful banner,  inscribed  “the  Ohio  New  Castle  Tip- 
pecanoe club.”  And  upon  the  Kent  county  banner 
a reference  was  made  to  the“blue  hen’s  chickens;” 
a name  that  originated  and  was  applied  to  the  Dela- 
ware line  during  the  revolution — of  which  the  fol- 
lowing furnishes  an  explanation. 

“In  the  revolutionary  war,  Delaware  was  among 
the  most  densely  populated  portions  of  our  country, 
and  is  said  to  have  furnished  five  thousand  fighting 
men  to  the  revolutionary  army.  The  regiment  of 
“ Delaware  Blues”  was  so  called  from  their  blue 
uniforms.  When  they  marched  from  Wilmington  in 
1770  they  were  indeed  a gallant  sight.  Eight  hun- 
dred men  with  such  perfect  discipline  in  their 
march,  that  when  advancing  in  line  it  was  said  a 
bullet  might  have  passed  from  one  end  of  the  regi- 
ment to  the  other  between  the  ankles  of  every  sol- 
dier without  touching  a man, — exhibited  a spec- 
tacle such  as  has  not  been  exceeded  since  their  ' 
day. 

They  were  exposed  in  every  action  from  Long 
Island  to  Charleston  and  as  fast  as  they  fell  in  bat- 
tle their  ranks  were  recruited  from  Delaware  alone. 
Jaquett,  who  was  one  of  their  officers,  used  to  say 
that  he  could  march  all  clay  with  them  from  sunrise 
to  sunset,  and  when  on  Green’s  retreat  every  body 
else  was  tired  and  asleep,  his  Sussex  soldiers  alone 
would  get  a fiddle  and  dance  around  their  watch 
fires.  They  were  engaged  in  thirty-two  pitched 
battles  and  were  always  the  last  to  retreat.  It  was 
natural  that  they  should  have  been  then  the  pride 
and  boast  of  the  state  in  which  scarcely  a man 
was  left  who  had  not  a relation  or  friend  in  the  re- 
giment. 

Captain  Caldwell,  had  a company  recruited  from 
Kent  and  Sussex  called  by  the  rest  “Caldwell’s 
game  cocks,”  and  the  regiment  after  a time  in  Ca- 
rolina was  nicknamed  from  this  “(he  blue  hen’s 
chickens”  and  “the  blue  chickens”  as  the  fun  and 
fancy  of  their  comrades  preferred  the  phrase. 

But  after  they  had  been  distinguished  in  the 
south  the  name  of  the  Blue  Hen  was  applied  to  the 
state,  whenever  after  a battle  the  recruiting  officers 
were  sent  home  to  get  more  chickens  of  her  rais- 
ing and  those  who  came  from  Kent  were  chiefly 
taken  from  her  forests  of  white  oak.  The  poor 
fellows  lor  the  most  part  died  in  the  battles  of  the 
revolution,  and  but  a very  few  of  those  who  re- 
turned ever  received  any  reward  for  their  services, 
being  paid  off  in  continental  money.  But  the 
whigs  of  the  revolution  never  ceased  to  boast  of  the 
Blue  Hen  and  her  chickens,  and  to  this  day  their 
descendants  will  often  boast  in  Kent,  that  they  are 
the  cocks  of  that  brood,  and  were  taken  from  the 
stooping  white  oak.” 

A “log  cabin”  accompanied  tliis  delegation, 
drawn  by  8 liorsps,  got  tip,  as  we  learn,  by  and  at 
the  expense  ol  a spirited  whig,  of  Delaware,  whose 
name  we  regret  that  we  are  not  able  to  give.  It 
was  decorated  with  the  customary  appendages  of 
these  priinative  dwellings,  and  borne  in  front  a full 
length  correct  likeness  of  gen.  Harrison,  taken  in 
1836,  by  Otis.  The  artist  was  himself  one  among 
the  spirited  and  patriotic  delegation. 

Then  followed  a band  of  music,  and  next  came 
the 

DELEGATION  FROM  MARYLAND. 

We  felt  proud,  as  we  run  our  eye  along  the 
“Maryland  Line,”to  see  so  many  of  her  hardy  yeo- 
manry, her  industrious  mechanics,  her  substantial 
farmers  and  planters,  her  thrifty  ami  enterprising 
merchants  and  manufacturers — her  industrious  citi- 
zens of  all  classes,  all  trades,  all  professions — from 
her  mountains,  her  valleys,  her  plains,  her  cities, 
towns  and  villages.  The  dweller  on  the  highest 
peak  of  the  highest  mountain  in  old  Allegany — 
the  resident  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean — 
the  citizen  of  the  quiet  ami  peaceful  valley  of  the 
Catocfin — the  inhabitant  from  the  shores  of  the 
Potomac,  where  it  empties  its  pellucid  waters  into 
the  Chesapeake — from  old  St.  Mary’s  where  reli- 
gious toleration  was  first  proclaimed  to  the  perse- 
cuted from  every  dime — from  the  mines  of  Har- 
ford— -from  the  fisheries  of  Charles — from  the  shores 
of  Ihe  Susquehanna — from  the  hundred  tributaries 
which  flow  into  the  Chesapeake — from  the  ancient 
city  of  Annapolis,  the  capitol  of  the  state — from 
the  Eastern  Shore  and  from  the  Western  Shore — - 
from  every  county  came  the  people  in  their  majes- 
ty and  their  strength — the  occupant  of  the  log- 
cabin  was  here — the  hardy  waterman  who  navi- 
gates his  boat  on  our  great  bay,  and  drives  i ts  prow 
into  all  our  river,  was  here — all  that  Maryland  has 
within  herself  of  (riches,  enterprise,  industry,  skill, 
hardihood,  manliness  and  virtue,  were  all  fitly  re- 
presented. 
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First  came  the  Baltimore  city  delegation.  They 
carried  in  hont  the  arms  of  the  state. 

RELIGIOUS  TOLERATION' AND  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY. 

The}' also  carried  a beautilui  banner,  painted  by 
Henry  Brady.  It  was  made  of  blue  silk,  on  which 
was  painted  a view  of  the  battle  monument,  sur- 
rounded by  a scroll  ornament  in  gold,  and  a deep 
blue  ribband,  and  on  it  was  inscribed  “BALTI- 
MORE HARRISON  CITY  DELEGATION.” 
Next  came  the  delegation  from  the  county  of  St. 
Mary’s — that  venerable  county, — venerable  for  her 
yeai-9,  her  principles,  and  the  associations  which 
belong  to  her  early  history  and  palmy  days.  On 
the  banner  was  painted  a beautiful  log  cabin,  and 
printed  in  scrolls  over  it  were  the  words  “OLD  ST. 
MARY’S,”  ‘■'ike  adopted,  land  of  lord  Bullimore,  and 
now  the  advocate  of  old  Tippecanoe.’' 

Allegany  the  frontier  county  of  the  state,  was 
numerously  represented,  her  delegation  was  attired 
in  the  hunting  dre3s  of  her  wild  and  extensive 
range  of  uncultivated  mountains,  and  they  were 
preceded  by  a flag  of  great  length  bearing  the  in- 
scription “Allegany  ” in  huge  letters — then  follow- 
ed an  immense  ball  10  or  J2  feet  in  diameter,  roll- 
ed forward  by  these  hardy  sons  of  the  mountains, 
under  the  direction  of  eapt.  Shriver.  The  novelty 
of  the  affair,  and  the  neat  mode  adopted  lor  propel- 
ling it,  consiituted  it  an  object  of  peculiar  interest 
and  attraction.  It  was  pronounced  we  learn  even 
by  Mr.  Clay  to  be  the  “lion  of  the  day” — and  per- 
mission we  farther  learn  has  been  asked  by  the  N. 
York  delegation  for  its  use  at  their  celebration  of 
the  battle  of  Fort  Meigs  on  the  Sth  of  this  month; 
and  on  that  day  it  commenced  rolling  in  that  city. 

Upon  the  ends  of  the  ball,  on  blue  ground,  were 
stars  corresponding  in  number  with  the  states  of; 
the  union — and  throughout  its  wide  dimensions  red 
and  white  stripes  were  thrown,  upon  which  various 
inscriptions  were  made,  from  among  them  we 
caught  the  following: 

OLD  ALLEGANY. 

With  heart  and  soul 
This  ball  we  roll. 

May  times  improve 
As  on  we  move. 

This  democratic  ball, 

Set  rolling  first  by  Benton, 

Is  on  another  track 
From  that  it  first  was  sent  on. 

Farewell,  dear  Van, 

You’re  not  our  man; 

To  guide  the  ship. 

We’ll  try  old  Tip. 

Y^e  officeholders,  fed  with  pap, 

Have  very  saucy  grown; 

We  tell  ye,  sirs,  we  don’t  like  that, 

And  mean  to  make  it  known. 

With  promises  we’ve  long  been  fed, 

But  do  not  like  the  treat; 

We’d  rather  have  a little  bread, 

A something  else  to  eat. 

Old  Allegany  sent  us  here, 

To  bid  you  all  “be  of  good  cheer.” 

Tippecanoe  and  Tvler. 

As  rolls  the  ball, 

Van’s  reign  does  fall; 

And  he  may  look 
To  Kinderhook; 

His  former  friends 
To  other  ends. 

Take  care  your  toes 
Ye  loco  fo’s; 

As  ye’re  in  trouble 
Ye  may  see  double; 

Having  no  bell, 

We  roll  your  knell. 

“Stop  that  ball.” 

“The  gathering  ball  is  rolling  still, 

And  still  gathering  as  it  rolls.” 

They  also  bore  an  elegant  satin  banner,  inscribed 
“Cumberland,  Allegany  county,  Maryland.” — For 
our  country — 4th  March,  1841 — the  ladies,  to  the 
whig  delegation  of  Allegany.’  Another  with  the 
motto: — “buff  and  blue — good  and  true — for  Tip- 
pecanoe.” This  patriotic  delegation  had  another 
banner,  exhibiting  a view  of  their  own  bold  moun- 
tains, upon  which  was  seen  a deer  in  lull  speed  — 
surmounted  by  a well  drawn  eagle  with  a scroll  on 
his  back  “Allegany  delegation”  and  around  in  fes- 
toons was  the  motto 

“Firm  as  Allegany’s  hills 
Pure  as  her  mountain  rills 
We  come — our  motto  be, 

Harrison  and  liberty.’’ 

BALTIMORE  COUNTY. 

Then  catne  the  large  hard  fisteo  delegation  from 
Baltimore  country,  with  a beautiful  log  cabin,  built 
we  believe  by  the  central  committee  of  that  county; 
attached  to  the  cabin  was  a large  blue  banner,  on 
which  was  painted  a log  cabin,  with  the  motto  Har- 


rison and  reform — they  also  had  along  with  the  “coon 
skins,”  &c.  a barrel  of  hatd  cider,  at  which  the  de- 
legation occasionally  refreshed  themselves  from 
gourds.  We  observed  the  smoke  ascending  from 
the  chimney,  and  are  informed  that  a squirrel  was 
cooking  inside. 

The  delegation  from  the  first  election  district 
bore  a banner  with  the  mot*o — Tip,  Tyler  and  the 
tariff.  The  Govanstown  banner  had  the  motto, 
“The  people  to  preserve  thpir  liberties  should  do 
their  own  fighting  and  their  own  voting-”  The 
yeomanry  from  this  county  made  a fine  display, 
their  marshals  were  on  hoisebaek  and  wore  buff 
sashes , 

CARROLL  COUNTY  exhibited  a cabin  drawn 
by  eight  “Pipe  creek”  horses,  with  riders  dressed 
in  appropriate  costume.  The  cabin  had  the  usual 
appendages  of  skins  of  wild  animals,  buck  horns, 
cider  barrel,  &c.  In  the  inside  was  a barrel  ol 
real  hard  cider,  with  which  the  delegates  were  seen 
to  regale  themselves,  at  intervals,  and  (or  that  pur- 
pose handed  round  their  files  a huge  gourd  filled 
with  the  refreshing  beverage.  This  delegation  had 
three  banners,  one  of  which  had  inscribed  upon  it 
in  gold  letters  the  name  of  “general  Harrison.”  It 
also  displayed,  very  handsomely  painted,  a huge 
cider  barrel.  Another  banner  had  upon  it  “Carroll 
county  delegation”  and  a representation  of  a log 
cabin.  The  size  of  this  delegation  was  very  cre- 
ditable to  young  Carroll,  numbering  as  it  did  from 
150  to  200,  ard  gives  evidence  that  it  is  not  behind 
other  portions  of  the  country,  in  zeal  in  behalf  of 
the  great  cause  of  the  people.  The  cabin  differed 
from  all  the  rest,  by  the  peculiar  and  characteristic 
manner  in  which  the  chinking  of  the  cracks  was  ef- 
fected. The  door  had  upon  it  “To  let  in  1841,” 
and  the  siring  was  out  and  a knot  at  the  end.  Perch- 
ed upon  a branch,  above  the  chimney,  was  a stuf- 
fed skin,  which  many  no  doubt  took  for  a real 
“coon.”  Two  noble  black  dogs  were  chained  un- 
derneath, to  guard  the  humble  tenement,  a service 
much  more  suitable  to  their  qualities,  than  the 
fighting  of  Indians.  The  most  interesting  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  beautiful  banners  of  this 
delegation,  is  that  they  were  painted  by  a very  in- 
genious young  mechanic,  who  has  but  recently 
joined  the  standard  of  “Old  Tip.”  His  name  is 
O.  H.  P.  Yingling,  and  the  firmness  with  which  we 
are  told  he  sustains  himself,  in  his  new  character, 
against  the  attacks  of  his  old,  but  less  patriotic  and 
candid  associates,  deserves  the  greatest  praise. 
There  were  other  members  of  this  delegation,  who 
have  recently  come  to  the  support  of  the  old  “hero 
of  Tippecanoe.” 

Then  came  the  delegates  from  Worcester  coun- 
ty, with  a banner  on  which  was  painted  a hand- 
some log  cabin,  and  with  the  proud  words, 
Worcester  challenges  any  county  in  the  state  to 
equal  her  majority  for 
HARRISON  AND  TYLER. 

Old  Frederick  followed,  with  her  thousand  dele- 
gates, and  had  in  their  train  a most  substantial  and 
handsomely  built  log  cabin — the  door  open,  and  the 
string  of  the  latch  out! — and  effectually  garded 
from  being  pulled  in  by  an  immense  knot  at  the 
end.  The  cabin  was  drawn  by  six  grey  horses, 
handsomely  caparisoned — on  the  side  a placard  was 
suspended,  with  the  words — “the  cabin  in  which 
this  morns  multicaulis  administration  may  winter;” 
on  another,  “Sweep  the  Augc-an  stable” — for  which 
purpose  a most  ominous  broom  discovered  itself  at 
the  chimney  top.  On  the  b'anch  of  a tree  on  the 
roof  of  the  cabin  was  perched  a mountain  eagle, 
which  produced  an  excellent  effect.  The  delegates 
brought  with  them  a beautiful  blue  silk  banner, 
handsomely  embroidered  in  silver.  They  also  bore 
the  national  flag,  and  another  silk  banner,  display- 
ing an  eagle,  surrounded  with  stars  in  gold,  and 
bearing  the  motto, 

“THE  PEOPLE  ARE  COMING.” 

Next  followed  Anne  Arundel,  led  on  bv  the  de- 
legation from  the  Howard  district,  bearing  a banner 
on  which  were  the  words: 

“The  young  whics  of  Howard  district,” 
“The  true  blood  of  the  old  Maryland  Line.” 

On  the  revese, 

“NO  REDUCTION  OF  WAGES.” 

The  delegation  from  the  remaining  portion  of 
Anne  Arundel  had  several  flags,  among  them  was 
a very  pretty  one,  on  which  was  written: 

First  election  district,  Anne  Arundel  countij,  Ma- 
ryland. 

Next  came  the  delegation  from  Washington 
county.  In  their  train  was  a very  fine  log  cabin 
from  Sharpsbnrg  district.  It  was  drawn  by  eight 
horses,  handsomely  decked  with  bells,  and  was 
placed  on  six  wheels.  In  the  cabin  was  provided 
food,  and  places  to  sleep  for  the  large  delegation  to 
whom  it  belonged.  Hard  cider  was  displayed 
around — the  string  was  out — smoke  issued  from  the 
chimney,  and  the  hissing  sound  and  savory  smell 


which  we  caught,  in  passing  it,  assured  ns  that  the 
comfort  of  the  inward  man  was  well  provided  for. 

Then  followed  the  Talbot  and  Queen  Anne  dele- 
gation, with  appropriate  flags:  on  that  of  the  latter 
were  the  words 

“ When  our  country  calls,  obey! — CINCINNA- 
TI.” 

The  Prince  George’s  county  representation  was 
a very  large  one.  Among  them  were  a delegation 
Iron)  Laurel  factory,  with  a most  magnificent  ban- 
ner— contaiidng,  as  we  learn,  forty  yards  of  silk. — 
On  its  ample  space  was  represented,  on  one  side,  a 
handsome  view  of  the  factory  and  adjacent  build- 
ings, with  the  motto  above — “Protect  American 
industry,”  and  below — “Laurel  Factory,  Prince 
George’s  county,  Maryland,  May  4,  1840.”  On 
the  other  side  was  a screw  press,  in  which  a man 
was  seated,  seemingly  indifferent  at  all  that  was 
going  on.  One  would  hardly  mistake  the  figure 
for  any  other  than  Mr.  Van  Buren.  A strong  man 
is  applying  the  screw,  and  as  it  falls  on  the  head  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  these  words  are  supposed  to  be 
squeezed  out  ot  him,  “a  pressure  which  no  honest 
man  need  regret.”  The  banner  was  trimmed  in  su- 
perb style  by  Sisco,  it  was  suspended  from  a gilt 
spear  across  the  top,  the  fpather  projecting  at  one 
end  and  the  point  at  the  other;  this  is  supported  by 
gold  cord  attached  to  gilt  banner  poles.  It  was 
boine  in  the  procession  by'  six  persons.  Mr.  A. 
C.  Smith  we  learn  was  the  painter.  A large  gilt 
eagle  is  at  the  top  of  the  banner. 

Next  came  the  delegation  from  Kent  county',  with 
a flag  on  which  was  the  motto, 

“Old  Kent  — Union  for  the  sake  of  the  union.” 

The  Cecil  county  delegation  next  lollowed — they 
bore  on  the  top  of  a pole  a barrel  on  which  were 
the  words  “ Hard  cider.”  Two  flags  were  borne 
by  them — on  one  was  the  candid  acknowledgment 
“The  whir's  of  Cecil;  olten  beaten,  never  conquered.” 
Another  banner  w'as  inscribed — “Hard  cider — Har- 
rison and.  reform;”  and  on  the  other  side,  “ Retrench- 
ment and  reform — no  standing  army  of  200.000  men.” 

Then  followed  w ith  various  beautiful  and  appro- 
priate banners  the  delegations  from  Harford,  Mont- 
gomery and  the  other  counties  of  the  state. 

And  next  came  the 

DELEGATION  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA. 

They  numbered  over  300  members.  Their  body 
was  beaded  by  the  delegation  from  Washington, 
bearing  a banner  representing  the  capitol,  and 
the  motto:  “Insensible  alike  to  blandishments  or 
threats.”  Another  banner  borne  by  this  delegation 
excited  paiticular  admiration.  On  one  side  it 
represented  Columbia,  as  the  sentinel  of  the  repub- 
lic, with  an  eagle  at  her  side  breaking  the  chains  of 
tyranny  and  misrule,  and  on  the  other  side,  was 
pourtrayed  the  capitol  on  a rock  suirounded  with 
the  waters  of  the  deluge  of  iocofocoisin,  on  which 
rode  a log  cabin,  as  the  ark  of  our  political  hopes 
and  destinies,  while  over  head  was  the  bow  of  jiro- 
mise.  The  motto  of  this  happy  and  well  executed 
design  was:  “Behold  the  bow  is  set  in  the  heavens.” 
The  rear  of  the  delegation  was  closed  with  a banner 
marked  with  this  capital  motto: 

“THE  LIBERTY  OF  SPEECH.  IF  NOT  THE 
RIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE.” 

Georgelown  followed  arid  displayed  a superb  ban- 
ner inscribed  with  the  following  motto — “As  senti- 
nels on  the  tower  of  liberty,  we  sound  the  alarm! 
Young  whigs  to  the  rescue!”  On  the  reverse  side 
was  the  proud  motto  — 

“under  the  shadow  of  the  throne,  the 

THROB  OF  LIBERTY  STILL  REATS  ON.” 

Alexandria  closed  the  delegation  from  the  “ten 
mile  square,”  and  bore  a splendid  banner,  repre- 
senting the  genius  of  America,  on  a doric  pillar, 
inscribed  with  the  motto — “Public  good,  our  only 
aim!” 

Next  came  from  that  and  olber  sfnfcq  the 
DELEGATION  FROM  VIRGINIA. 

The  delegation  from  Virginia  in  numbers,  and 
enthusiasm,  wpre  among  the  most  formidable  in  the 
1 procession.  From  every  portion  of  the  state  there 
were  representatives — from  the  extreme  counties 
bordering  on  the  Tennessee  line— liom  the  shores 
ol  the  Ohio — from  the  counties  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean— from  her  mountains,  her  valley  s and  plains 
— from  tier  bays  and  rivers,  there  were  representa- 
tives. Her  planter.-,  her  farmers,  her  merchants,  her 
mechanics  and  her  manufacturers  were  all  repre- 
sented. Proud,  as  they  justly  were,  of  their  lerent 
great  and  glorious  victory — proud  of  the  ancient 
name  and  present  fame  of  their  renowned  common- 
wealth— fiiled  with  enthtisiam  for  the  great  cause  of 
which  they  are  so  efficient  advocates — they  boro 
themselves  on  this  imposing  occasion  as  became  the 
true  sons  of  the  Ancient  Dominion.  At  their  first 
entrance  into  the  procession  they  wpre  hailed  with 
shouts  by  the  people  on  the  side  walks,  and  cheered 
by  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  by  the  fair  daugh- 
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ters  of  Baltimore,  and  along  the  whole  route  they 
were  every  where  received  bv  the  same  manifes- 
tations of  respect.  And  thus  favored,  thus  selected 
out  for  some  especial  mark  of  respect,  they  acknow- 
ledged their  sense  of  the  compliment,  by  remaining 
uncovered  from  the  time  the  procession  started  un- 
til it  had  passed  the  triumphal  arch  at  the  entrance 
into  the  grounds  at  Canton.  “Three  cheers  for  Vir- 
ginia!” cried  the  citizens  in  the  streets — and  the 
shouts  vended  the  air  and  a thousand  white  hand- 
kerchiefs waived  from  the  houses.  “ Three  cheers 
for  the  Ladies  of  Baltimore ,”  cried  the  Virginians  in 
return — and  a thousand  echoes  sent  back  the  joy- 
ous cry. 

On  the  chief  standard  were  arms  of  the  state,  and 
the  following  motto: 

hail!  mother  of  another  president! 

The  delegation  from  the  Norlolk  borough,  bore 
a large  banner,  inscribed  with  this  ominous  sen- 
tence of  condemnation — “Mene,  mene , tekel  uphar- 
son, — Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found 
wanting.”  Under  tins  inscription  was  pourtrayed  a 
balance.  In  one  scale  was  a treasury  chest,  in  the 
other  a barrel  of  cider — and  the  treasury  chest  kick- 
ed the  beam.  On  the  reverse  side  was  written — 
“ Treasury  pap  inoperative.” 

On  the  banner  of  the  Jefferson  county  delegation 
was, 

15th  congressional  district  of  Virginia.” 

W.  H.  HARRISON, 

Jefferson  county — senatorial  majority,  1C6. 

The  Hampshire  county  delegation  Irom  this  state 
carried  a truly  heroic  banner,  decorated  with  wreaths 
ot  laurel,  ami  inscribed  with  tile  memorable  names 
of  “ Fori  Meigs,  Thames  and  Tippecanoe.” 

The  delegation  from  Accomac,  the  region  of 
Henry  A.  YVise — the  courage  of  a despotic  and 
corrupt  administration — mustered  strong,  and  car- 
ried a banner  proudly  distinctive  of  their  region. — 
On  one  side  was  an  eagle  soaring  among  the  clouds, 
and  inscribed  above  with  “Wise’s  district,”  and  on 
the  reverse  was  emblazoned  the  magnanimous  sen- 
timent first  uttered  by  Mr.  Wise,  and  so  gloriously 
illustrated  in  the  perfect  harmony  with  which  ail 
act  together  now'. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Then  came  the  delegation  from  North  Carolina, 
bearing  a handsomely  painted  banner  of  the  aims  of 
the  state,  with  the  motto — 

“ON,  STANLY,  On!” 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  delegation  from  South  Carolina  followed, 
bearing  a banner  inscribed  with  the  significant 
motto — 

“ The  palmetto  resists  oppression.” 
GEORGIA. 

Georgia  evinced  her  enthusiastic  sympathy  with 
the  rest  of  the  union,  by  the  motto  on  the  banner  ol 
the  delegation  from  that  gallant  state — 

“ She  has  aroused  from  her  lethargy.” 
VERMONT. 

After  Georgia,  followed  the  Green  Mountain  boys 
of  Vermont.  The  motto  of  tins  delegation  from  a 
stale  unswervingly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  good 
government  breathed  a proud  and  independent 
spirit — 

‘‘■The  Green  Mountain  boys  will  do  their  own  voting 
and  llieir  own  fighting.” 
TENNESSEE. 

The  delegation  horn  Tennessee  was  viewed  with 
mournful  interest.  Their  banner  was  arrayed  in 
weeds  of  “solemn  black,”  as  a token  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Hugh  L.  White.  The  mot- 
to was  strongly  in  keeping  with  the  truly  Roman 
character  of  the  object  ol'  these  signs  of  mourning: 

“ Not  that  she  loved  Ccesar  less,  but  Home  more!” 
KENTUCKY. 

The  delegation  from  Kentucky  mustered  very 
strong,  and  was  composed  of  a manly,  resolute  look- 
ing body  of  voung  men.  They  bore  an  appropriate 
banner  inscribed  with  the  name  of  l he  pride  ot  their 
state  and  of  the  country — Henry  Clay;  and  the  op- 
posite motto: 

“ Tanlo  nomine  nullum  par  eulogium.” 

OHIO. 

According  to  the  programme  of  the  procession,  a 
band  ol  music  followed  next,  and  then  came  the 
delegation  from  Ohio,  beanng  a banner  with  this 
appropriate  motto: 

‘■She  offers  her  Cincinnatus  to  redeem  the  republic!” 

Conspicuous  among  the  Buckeye  boys,  was  the 
delegation  from  Hamilton  county,  where  general 
Harrison  resides.  They  carried  a large  banner 
repiesenting  “Old  Tip”  at  the  plough,  and  also  a 
beautiful  miniature  log  cabin,  three  feet  in  length, 
constructed  of  Buckeye  from  North  Bend. 

The  Muskingum  delegation  carried  a banner  re- 
presenting Proctor’s  demand  of  t lie  surrender  ol 
Fort  Meigs,  and  bearing  General  Harrison’s  reply: 
“Tell  your  general  its  capture  will  do  him  more 
honor  than  a thousand  surrenders!”^ 


Next  came  LOUISIANA,  with  the  motto, 

Sans  peur  et  sans  reproche.” 

INDIANA  was  represented  by  a noble-looking 
band  of  Hoosiers,  arrayed  under  a Hag  inscribed 
with 

“She  will  cherish  in  her  manhood  the  defender  of  her 
infancy.” 

MISSISSIPPI  numbered  quite  full  in  her  delega- 
tion, with  the  Hag  and  motto, 

“Once  more  to  the  rescue — We  honor  him  who  gave 
lip  office  for  our  sake.” 

The  banner  of  ILLINOIS  bore  the  state  seal  and 
the  following  characteristic  mottoes: 

“She  will  teach  the  palace  slaves  to  respect  the  log 
cabin  ” — “The  praiiies  are  on  fire!” 

ALABAMA  had  her  determination  to  escape 
from  the  thraldom  of  the  executive  and  one  of  its 
greatest  minions,  strongly  expressed  by  the  follow- 
ing motto  below  the  arms  of  the  state,  on  the  ban- 
ner of  her  delegation: 

“She  will  soon  announce  allegiance  to  a King.” 

MAINE  was  represented  by  a fine  body  of  young 
whigs,  bearing  a banner  inscribed  w ith — 

“Her  honor-  is  our  honor — her  quarrel  will  be  our 
quarrel.” 

The  delegates  from  MISSOURI,  though  few, 
were  hailed  with  marked  attention.  Their  banner 
had  the  arms  of  the  state,  and  was  inscribed  with 
“Missouri  remembers  her  early  friend.” 

The  Wolverines  from  MICHIGAN  excited  great 
interest  and  observation,  by  their  sturdy,  stalwart 
forms,  and  manly  bearing.  Their  banner  was  in- 
scribed, beautifully  painted,  w ith  this  sentence: 

“Oh  might  thou  ever  be  what  noiv  thou  an.” 

The  delegation  from  the  young  and  far-distant 
state  of  ARKANSAS  was  small,  but  the  little  band 
received  loud  acclamations  lor  their  enthusiasm  in 
making  so  far  a pilgrimage  to  the  east  in  behalf  of 
the  country. 

THE  TIPPECANOE  CLUBS,  OF  BALTIMORE, 

with  other  lriends  of  Harrison  and  refoim  in  the  re- 
spective wards,  next  succeeded  in  the  numerical 
order  of  the  wards  as  follows: 

FIRST  WARD. 

A ship  on  wheels  drawn  by  four  gray  horses. — 
Their  banner  was  a representation  ol  Harrison  on 
horseback,  and  on  the  reverse  a copy  of  each  side 
of  the  medal  presented  to  general  Harrison  by  con- 
gress. 

SECOND  WARD. 

A banner  bearing  on  the  front  a portrait  of  gene- 
ral Harrison;  on  the  reverse  a device  illustrative  of 
“the  currency” — a ship,  in  sea  phrase  “lubberly 
sailed;  a figure  at  the  helm  to  represent  the  presi- 
dent and  one  at  the  quarter — the  secretary  of  the 
navy.  The  latter  gives  the  word,  “Hard  up,  Matty.’ 
THIRD  WARD. 

The  front  banners  represented  a correct  view'  of 
North  Bend.  Harrison,  seated  on  a felled  hickory- 
tree  with  a sickle  in  his  hand,  is  listening  to  the 
announcement  of  his  nomination,  as  a friend  is  in 
the  act  of  reading  it  from  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph. 
The  words,  the  Harrisburg  nomination,  are  above 
the  picture,  and  on  either  side,  an  eagle  supporting 
the  national  ensign.  Upon  tile  reverse,  a log  cabin 
is  painted,  on  the  door  of  the  cabin  of  which  are  the 
words, — “To  let  in  1841.”  The  motto, — “we  will  do 
our  own  voting  and  our  own  fighting.  ” 

THE  FOURTH  WARD. 

This  banner  represented  a beautifully  painted 
figure  of  Liberty,  tier  foot  resting  upon  a “sub-trea- 
sury” chest,  which  a snake  is  entwining.  The 
sword  in  the  hand  of  the  figure  has  penetrated  the 
reptile’s  head  and  below  it  is  the  quotation  “we  have 
scotched  the  snake;  not  killed  it.”  Above  “Pro 
Patl'ia  Nostra;”  on  the  reverse  “commerce,  arts  and 
manufactures.”  Another  banner  in  this  ward  bere 
the  words  “no  British  wdiigs,  hut  real  hard  cider 
boys;”  on  the  reverse — “41  h ward  Tippecanoe  club, 
Harrison  and  reform,  spirit  of  ’76.” 

FIFTH  WARD. 

The  banner  of  this  w;ird  exhibited  in  part  a view 
of  the  “log  cabin”  at  North  Bend.  In  a field  lint 
far  from  the  cabin  is  seen  an  interesting  group. — 
The  farmer  of  North  Bend  is  standing  by  his  plough, 
and  in  the  act,  of  receiving  a scroll,  from  a com- 
mittee of  the  people,  with  the  information  that  he 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  United  States. — 
Above  the  group  is  the  motto — “Cincinnatus  of 
America;”  and  below  “from  the  plough  to  the  pre- 
sidency.” On  the  reverse  of  the  banner,  were  in- 
scribed.— “ever  invincible  Fifth  ward” — “union  for 
the  sake  of  the  union.”  A splendid  eagle  was 
perched  on  the  staff  of  the  banner. 

THE  SIXTH  WARD. 

This  banner  exhibited  Harrison  ip  command  at 
Fort  Washington;  on  the  reverse  his  portrait  in 
in  large,  with  the  words  “Win.  II.  Harrison,  presi- 
dent of  the  union,  A.  D.  1841.  By  the  will  ol'  the 
people.” 


THE  GERMAN  TIPPECANOE  CLUB. 

This  company  which  was  very  large,  was  re- 
markable by  an  elegant  banner  representing  the 
armed  shade  of  Herman,  the  deliverer  ol  Germany 
from  the  Roman  sway,  extending  his  hand  from  the 
cloud  in  which  the  figure  is  partly  enveloped,  to 
welcome  the  deliverer  of  America,  general  Harri- 
son. A log  cabin  is  in  the  distance  and  an  old  sol- 
dier helping  himself  from  a barrel  of  “hard  cider” 
at  the  door.  On  the  reverse  of  the  banner  the  words 
“Deutscher  Tippecanoe  club  in  Baltimore.  For 
Miit  1S40.  Harrison  uud  Veibrssrnng.” 

THE  SEVENTH  WARD. 

A handsomely  painted  log  cabin  well  finished, 
with  the  usual  decorations.  The  motto  “in  hoc 
vinces.”  On  the  hack  “7th  ward  Tippecanoe  club. 
No  reduction  of  wages.” 

THE  EIGHTH  WARD. 

The  front  of  the  banner  bore  the  motto  “Harrison 
and  reform,”  in  the  upper  scroll,  and  beneath,  the 
favorite  one  of  “no  reduction  in  the  price  of  labor.” 
The  centre  was  occupied  by  a view  of  Federal  Hill 
with  a variety  of  cralt  plying  in  the  basin.  On  the 
reverse  in  the  fore  ground,  a snug  log  cabin,  and  a 
barrel  of  “hard  cider”  at  the  door.  The  capital 
was  in  the  perspective. 

THE  NINTH  WARD. 

The  advance  of  the  banner  of  the  9th  ward  disco- 
vered the  interior  of  a smith’s  shop,  with  the  artisea 
at  work.  The  motto — “no  reduction  in  the  price 
of  wages.”  The  bodies  of  two  serpents  wind  down 
the  sides  of  the  pictures,  and  the  heads  intertwined 
below  are  suppressed  with  the  exclamation — “no 
sub-treasury!”  On  the  other  side,  a rock,  wave 
beaten,  figurative  of  the  constitution;  the  American 
eagle  perched  thereon.  Inscription — “9th  ward 
Tippecanoe  club— Harrison  arid  reform.” 

THE  TENTH  WARD. 

The  banner  was  adorned  with  a beautiful  facsi- 
mile of  the  medal  awarded  to  the  gallant  defender 
of  his  country,  by  a grateful  country's  highest  legis- 
lative assembly.  On  the  reverse  of  the  banner 
the  epigramatic  sentence,  “the  administration  say, 
‘down  with  the  wages  of  the  laboring  men;’  the  la- 
boring men  say,  ‘down  with  the  administration.’” 
THE  ELEVENTH  WARD. 

The  banner  represented  the  goddess  of  Liberty 
extending  a scroll  to  gen.  Harrison  and  pointing  to 
the  capitol  in  the  distance.  Motto — “the  American 
Cincinnatus.”  On  the  reverse  “Harrison  and  Ty- 
ler— no  reduction  of  wages.” 

THE  TWELFTH  WARD.* 

The  friends  of  Hairison  and  reform  of  the  12th 
ward,  turned  out  in  great  strength,  there  having 
been  about  250  of  them  in  procession.  The  banner 
of  the  ward,  which  was  borne  in  front,  was  a beau- 
tiful painting,  exhibiting  a weaver  employed  at  bis 
loom,  and  encircling  the  picture  are  the  words: 
“Down  with  the  wages,  say  the  administration.” — 
“Down  with  the  administration,  say  the  working 
men.”  On  the  reverse  of  the  banner,  in  gilt  let- 
ters, was  “First  Baltimore  Tippecanoe  club.” — 
“Harrison  and  Tyler.”  t 

Immediately  succeeding  the  banner  was  a log 
cabin,  built  by  the  “cabin  boys”  of  the  ward — 
mounted  on  a wagon,  and  drawn  by  eight  splendid 
greys — under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Whiitemore 
and  Roberts,  of  the  ward.  Close  by  the  door  of 
the  cabin  was  a couple  of  log  cabin  chairs;  and  in 
the  window  stood  a log  cabin  vase,  filled  with  flow- 
ers. Suspended  to  the  sides  of  the  cabin  were  two 
full  length  portraits  of  general  Harrison,  in  rustic 
Buckeye  frames  which  had  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Taylor.  Other  portions  of  the  walls  of  his  primi- 
tive structure  were  hung  about,  with  various  imple- 
ments of  the  workingman,  and  cooking  utensils  of 
the  housewife,  a gun  and  several  coon  skins,  with 
other  trophies  of  the  hardy  pioneer,  in  his  forest  ex- 
cursions, decorating  the  exterior  of  the  rude  home- 
stead; and  on  either  side  projected  the  end  of  a bar- 
rel of  “bard  cider,”  emblematical  of  the  honest  fare 
within.  The  string  of  the  door  latch,  like  that  at 
North  Bend,  was  evidently  one  that  could  not  be 
pulled  in.  Above  the  log  cabin,  floated  in  the 
breeze,  as  its  safeguard,  the  “stais  and  stripes”  of 
the  union.  The  members  of  the  Tippecanoe  club 
and  other  friends  of  Harrison  and  reform,  followed 

*Amongst  the  invited  guests,  seated  in  front  of  the 
12th  ward  log  cabin,  was  the  venerable  Mr.  Gideon. — 
A correspondent  of  the  American  says — “This  venera- 
ble sire  of ’76  was  ordered  by  gen.  Washington  to  bear 
the  flag  of  truce  to  lord  Cornwallis,  at  the  surrender  at 
Yorktown,  in  Virginia,  and  is  now  in  his  86th  year. — 
He  had  a grandson  in  the  procession — a delegate  from 
the  District — and  he  informed  me  v\ith  all  the  spright- 
liness of  a young  man,  that  he  felt  as  though  he  was 
only  18!  and  had  a great  notion  to  take  home  with  him, 
a “rib’’  from  Baltimore — for  their  bright  eyes  and  bloom- 
ing cheeks  were  almost  too  much  for  him.  And,  Mr. 
Editor,  let  me  remark,  that  a more  devoted  whig  can- 
not be  found,  from  Maine  to  Georgia, 
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the  cabin,  each  with  appropriate  badges,  the  officers 
of  the  club  being  in  front  of  the  column.  The  waid 
was'marshalled  by  gen.  Medtart. 

Throughout  the  whole  line  of  march,  the  proces- 
sion was  welcomed  and  saluted*  and  cheered  on,  by 
loud  plaudits,  clapping  of  hands,  and  waving  of 
handkerchiefs,  from  the  doors,  the  windows,  tfie 
balconies,  the  tops  of  houses,  and  stages  erected  tor 
the  occasion.  Flags,  and  banners  with  patriotic 
mottos  were  suspended  across  the  streets  in  several 
places.  A finely  executed  painting  of  general  Har- 
rison was  exhibited  in  front  of  a house  in  Market 
street,  surrounded  with  various  embellishments  and 
insignia. 

The  Canton  race  course  was  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  convention.  At  the  entrance  there  had 
been  erected  a triumphant  arch  splendidly  deco- 
rated. The  different  delegations,  as  they  passed 
through,  were  greeted  with  the  loud  applause  of  the 
spectators  outside.  A veritable  log  cabin  of  the 
west  was  the  first  object  that  met  the  eye  on  enter- 
ing; the  next  object,  but,  at  a considerable  distance 
off,  was  a very  good  representation  of  a fortress, 
with  the  dread  engines  of  war  in  its  port  holes  and 
the  national  flag  streaming  above.  This  was  Fort 
Meigs;  and  the  thunder  of  the  loudest  guns  was 
awakened,  as  the  procession  passed. 

The  president,  vice  presidents  and  secretaries  of 
the  convention  assembled  on  a lyge  platform,  which 
surrounded  the  “judges’  stand.”/  The  invited  guests, 
including  a number  of  the  most  nistinguished  mem- 
bers of  congress,  and  several  eminent  citizens  from 
ditferent  sections  of  the  union,  revolutionary  sol- 
diers, and  gentlemen  connected  with  the  whig  press, 
were  conducted  to  anot+ier  commodious  platform. 
The  several  delegations, as  they  successively  entered 
the  enclosure,  ranged  themselves  around  these  plat- 
forms, while  the  arrival  of  each  was  greeted  with  a 
roar  of  artillery  from  Fort  Meigs.  As  considerable 
time  elapsed  between  the  arrival  of  the  delegations 
which  were»at  the  head  of  the  procession  and  those 
which  closed  it,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  in- 
troducing to  the  vast  multitude  several  of  the  most 
eminent  strangers.  Among  those  who  presented 
themselves, "after  the  repeated  and  enthusiastic  calls 
of  the  assemblage,  were  Messrs.  Clay,  Webster, 
Preston,  Crittenden,  Merrick,  White,  of  Indiana, 
senators;  Messrs.  Graves,  Corwin,  Curtis,  Hoffman, 
Monroe,  Cushing,  Grinnell,  Carter,  Fillmore,  Jeni- 
fer, Win,  Cost  Johnson,  Sergeant  and  Bond,  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives;  Mr.  Halstead, 

1 of  New  Jersey;  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Philadelphia;' 
col.  G.  C.  Washington,  *ex-governor  Howard,  ex- 
governor Veazey,  ex-governor  Thomas,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Fly,  of  Philadelphia,  a highly  esteemed 
and  honored  soldier  of  the  revolution,  now  in  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  was  also  introduced 
to  the  assemblage.  Though  his  head  was  whiten- 
ed with  the  snows  of  so  many  winters,  his  heart 
still  beat  warmly  and  strongly  with  patriotic  emo- 
tion. The  beam  of  youthful  lire  kindled  in  his  eye 
as  he  glanced  around;  and  when  the  good  right  arm 
which  had  done  service  lor  his  country  arnid scenes 
of  danger,  was  raised  aloft  to  give  a hearty  empha- 
sis to  his  exclamation,  “you  are  right,  my  boys — 
go  ahead!”  the  most  enthusiastic  shouts  of  applause 
attested  the  feelings  of  his  auditors. 

The  whole  of  the  procession  having  entered,  and 
the  different  delegations  having  been  marshalled 
into  the  places  respectively  designated  for  them, 
the  convention  was  called  to  order  by  John  B. 

I Thompson,  esq.  of  Kentucky,  president  of  the 
I committee  of  chairman;  and  the  proceedings  were 
\ opened  most  appropriately,  by  an  earnest  and  elo- 
\juent  prayer,  II om  the  rev.  Henry  B.  Bascorn,  of 
Kentucky.  The  spectacle  presented  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  those  on  the  platform,  was  one  of  memo- 
rable sublimity.  The  moment  the  reverend  gentle- 
man began  his  address  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  the 
whole  of  the  vast  multitude  took  off  their  hats,  and 
the  respectful  stillness,  and  manifest  attention  ol 
the  immense  mass  were  most  impressive. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  then  announced 
the  nominations  for  officers,  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  committee  of  chairmen.  The}'  were 
concurred  in  and  adopted  by  the  convention  with 
loud  cheers. 

After  taking  the  chair,  the  president  rose,  and 
advancing  to  the  front  of  the  rostrum,  addressed 
the  convention  in  a speech  characterized  by  un- 
usual fervor,  energy  and  eloquence,  which,  by 
means  of  his  sonorous  and  forcible  elocution,  was 
heard  with  wonderful  distinctness,  throughout  the 
whole  ground  occupied  by  the  members.  He  "com- 
menced by  feelingly  alluding  to  the  unexpected  na- 
ture ofthe  call  which  had  summoned  him  tosodis- 
tinguished  a station,  and  perhaps  in  that  consider- 
ation he  might  find  a sufficient  justification  for 
waiving  the  usual  ceremony  of  an  address,  [Here 
loud  cries  of  “go  on!”  “go  on!”  indicated  the  wish 


of  the  assembly  that  the  orator  should  proceed.]  — 
Mr.  McMahon  then  spoke  of  the  vast  multitude 
here  gathered  together,  and  of  the  various  elements 
which  composed  it,  drawn  into  one  aggregated  mass 
from  every  qtrarterof  the  country.  “Every  moun- 
tain,” said  he,  “has  sent  forth  its  rill,  every  valley 
its  .stream,  and  lo!  the  avalanche  of  the  people  is 
here.  | We  are  called  by  our  adversaries,  continued 
he,  a piebald  party,. in  allusion  to  the  diverse  qua- 
lities of  the  materials  that  make  up  our  strength. 
This  intended  reproach  is  our  greatest  praise.  It 
shows  how  powerful  must  be  the  cause  which 
thus  operates  to  do  away  all  minor  differences,  to 
harmonize  all  discrepances,  and  to  unite  in  one 
strong  bond  of  affinity  the  men  of  the  north  with 
the  men  of  the  south,  of  the  east  and  of  the  west, 
and  to  bind  together  patriots  of  ail  sections  in  one 
great  communion.  But  of  wljat  party  are  we? — 
We  are  of  the  jog  cabin  party!  3 Not  that  we  would 
use  this  phrase  in  an  unworthy  sense,  or  to  indicate 
an  idea  not  sanctioned  by  our  actual  modes  of  life, 
in  those  parts  ofthe  country  long  settled.  But  we 
mean  by  it  that  we  are  the  descendants  of  men  who 
vindicated  by  the  sword  the  great  principles  we 
have  received  from  them,  and  which  we  are  deter- 
mined to  maintain;  and  that  these  men,  our  ances- 
tors, once  lived  in  log  cabins.  f We  take  the  name 
as  one  typical  of  simplicity  and  of  uncoirupted 
principles!]  We  would  bring  back  the  government 
of  the  country  to  that  standard  which  the  tenants  of 
log  cabins  established.”  We  can  give  but  a faint 
outline  of  the  style  and  manner  in  which  the  spea- 
ker impressed  his  words  upon  the  vast  auditory 
within  the  hearing  of  his  voice.  Mr.  McMahon’s 
address,  brief  but  full  ot  energy,  was  concluded 
amid  loud  cheering. 

The  president  then  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions, recommended  by  the  committee,  which 
were  read  by  their  chairman,  and  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved , By  the  convention  of  the  whig  young 
men,  assembled  at  Baltimore,  the  fourth  day  of 
May.  1840,  that  the  nomination  of  William  Hen- 
ry Harrison,  of  Ohio,  for  the  office  of  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  .Torn  Tyler,  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  office  of  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  late  whig  convention  at  I-Tarrishnrg. 
is  hereby  cordially  approved  and  ratified,  and  earn- 
estly recommended  to  the  support  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  to  sustain  the  said  nomination, 
the  young  men  of  the  union  should  unite  their  zeal, 
enthusiasm  and  vigor  to  the  wisdom,  experience 
and  judgment  of  their  seniors,  and  to  insure  its 
, triumph  and  success  they  should  immediately  adopt 
thorough  and  efficient  organization. 

Resolved,  That  for  that  purpose  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  democratic  whigs  every  where,  to  form  demo- 
cratic Tippecanoe  clubs  or  Harrison  associations, 
in  the  respective  towns,  counties  and  cities  of  the 
states,  which  shall  establish  and  maintain  an  active 
political  correspondence,  and  procure  and  circulate 
political  information. 

Resolved,  That  these  clubs  or  associations  when 
formed,  shall  select  and  appoint  the  ablest  and 
most  efficient  orators  to  address  the  people  on  all 
proper  occasions,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  to 
proclaim  the  truths  of  republican  liberty  and  to  ex- 
pose the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  a spoils  party 
which  would  enslave  the  people  by  an  odious  and 
insufferable  federal  despotism  in  the  form  of  an 
unchecked  and  unbalanced  executive,  arrogantly 
assuming  the  purse,  dictating  laws  of  revenue  and 
finance,  recommending  standing  armies  in  time  of 
peace,  demolishing  the  co-ordinate  departments  of 
the  federal  government,  proscribing  individual  citi- 
zens, and  daringly  attacking  the  rights  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  states. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  yield  or  relax  until 
the  great  work  of  reform  and  of  redress  of  grievan- 
ces be  finished;  and  to  insure  perseverance  to  the 
end  of  this  noble  but  arduous  struggle  for  civil  and 
political  liberty,  we  will  meet  in  our  clubs  at  stated 
times,  regularly;  we  will  print  amt  publish  useful 
matter;  we  will  address  ourselves  in  every  reasona- 
ble and  respectful  form  to  our  IVIlow'  countrymen; 
and,  finally,  we  will  immediately  preceding  the 
presidential  election  in  the  fall,  at  such  times  as 
the  central  clubs  of  the  respective  slates  may  ap- 
point, assemble  in  state  conventions  throughout 
the  union  to  consider  of  preparations  for  the  com- 
ing contest. 

Resolved,  That,  to  carry  out  these  resolutions, 
the  “republican  committee  of  seventy-six,”  ap- 
pointed by  opponents  ofthe  present  administration, 
at  public  meetings  in  the  city  of  Washington,  Fe- 
bruary 15  am!  18,  1840,  and  the  “young  men’s 
committee  of  forty-one,”  be  and  thesame  ate  here- 
by constituted  the  central  democratic  Tippecanoe 
ciub  of  the  union;  and  the  central  whig  committee 
of  the  states  respectively  be  and  they  are  hereby- 


constituted  the  democratic  Tippecanoe  clubs  or 
Harrison  associations,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
correspond  immediately  lor  the  formation  of  city, 
town  and  country  clubs,  and  to  superintend  all  the 
other  interests  of  the  great  and  glorious  cause  to 
which  we  here  pledge  our  dearest  devotion  and 
most  patriotic  exertions. 

Resolved,  That  it  he  recommended  to  each  dele- 
gation to  raise  a free  contribution  of  one  dollar 
from  each  of  its  members,  to  support  the  opposi- 
tion press  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  general- 
ly to  oppose  the  tyrannical  tax  upon  the  office- 
holders of  the  presidential  parly. 

Resolved,  That  the  funds  thus  raised  shall  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  committee  of 
seventy-six  at  Washington. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  unanimously 
adopted:  J 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  convention 
be  requested  to  call  on  the  several  states,  throuo-b 
their  vice  presidents,  for  brief  statements  of  their 
present  political  condition  and  prospects. 

The  president  then  proceeded  to  call,  in  succes- 
sion, upon  the  vice  presidents;  and  before  the  ad- 
journment, thirteen  of  these  gentlemen,  the  elite 
of  the  youth  of  our  far  spread  country,  made  brief 
addresses,  upon  the  condition  of  their  respective 
states;  the  disastrous  results  upon  all  the  laboring, 
commercial  and  professional  classes,  which  had* 
flowed  from  the  policy  of  the  administration— the 
progress  of  the  cause  of\Harrisun  and  reform, land 
the  determination  of  those  whom  they  represented  to 
omit  no  zeal  or  exertion  in  bringing  about  a change 
of  rulers,  and  placing  in  the  highest  offices  of  the 
nation,  tile  candidates  of  the  Harrisburg  conven- 
tion. Allot  these  addresses  were  distinguished 
for  ability  and  spirit;  and  two  or  three  possessed  an 
order  of  eloquence  which  has  seldom  been  surpass- 
ed by  any  of  the  most  celebrated  speakers  in  the 
union.  We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  present 
even  sketches  of  the  remarks  of  all  these  Gentle- 
men; who  gave  evidence  that,  when  the  great  in- 
terests of  their  country  shall  be  consigned,  in  the 
course  of  time,  to  their  hands,  they  will  be  entrust- 
ed to  men  of  enlightened  minds  and  patriotic  hearts. 
We  heard  the  state  of  things  in  Rhode  Island  from 
Mr.  E.  Dyer.  jr.  We  had  our  great  hopes  of  “old 
Connecticut”  confirmed  by  the  glowing  testimony 
of  her  worthy  son  and  representative,  Mr.  Ef-lridge. 
Mr.  Hopkins  brought  us  glorious  tidings  from  the 
“Green  Mountain  boys.”  Vermont,  he  assures  us 
is  whig  all  over.  The  old  Bay  state  will  come  out 
at  the  presidential  election,  in  a manner  worthy  her 
Concord  and  Lexington,  and  Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  King 
spoke  lor  her  with  [tie  confidence  he  lelf,  and  every 
true  whig  in  Massachusetts  feels.  Mr.  J.  N.  Rey- 
nolds gave  a glowing  account  of  what  New  York 

will  do.  Her  resolution  is  taken.  If  she  were 
called  upon  to-morrow  to  give  her  vote,  she  would 
wake  up,  rub  her  eyes,  and  distinctly  pronounce  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  upon  her  recreant  son!  Mr. 
Southard,  the  eminent  senator,  spoke  forN.  Jersey’ 
in  the  absence  of  the  vice  president  from  that 
state.  No  where  is  there  a greater  determination 
to  carry  “Harrison  and  Tyler”  triumphanll v,  than 
among  the  Jersey  blues.  The  animating  view  of  the 
progress  of  the  great  whig  revolution  in  Pennsylva- 
nia which  Mr.  Breed}'  presented,  was  hailed  with 
shouts  of  applause  that  showed  how  deeply  inte- 
rested was  the  assemblage  in  the  course  of  the 
Keystone  slate.  Mr  Wilson  pointed,  in  ati  effec- 
tive manner,  to  what  Virginia  had  done  in  the  great 
battle  from  which  the  people  had  just  emerged 
flushed  with  victory  over  the  office  holders,' ’the* 
spoilsmen,  and  expei  imenfers.  as  a guarantee  of 
the  position  which  she  will  take  iri  the  great  con- 
test ot  the  fall.  Tile  Old  Dominion  stands  fast  for 
the  patriot  and  hero  of  North  Bend,  and  for  her 
other  faithful  and  gifted  son. 

Mr.  Humes,  of  Tennessee,  being  called  upon  for 
a report  from  that  state,  spoke  as  follows: 

Fellow  citizens:  In  the  midst  of  (his  “army 
of  banners,”  borne  aloft  by  the  stout  arms  of'  free, 
men,  there  is  one,  robed  in  the  sable  weeds  of 
mourning.  Tennessee  explores  the  death,  and  this 
day,  honors  the  memory  of  Hugh  Lawson  White 
You.  my  countrymen!  by  your  uncovered  heads' 
at  the  niention  of  his  great  name,  and  bV  the  liolv 
and  virtuous  indignation  you  feel,  written  in  legible 
characters,  upon  every  face  in  this  vast  assembly 
pay  a just  tribute  to  the  worth  of  this  departed  pa-’ 
trior  He  now  sleeps  with  “the  illustrious  dead.” 
His  heart  no  longer  throbs  with  the  pulsations  of 
freedom;  his  voice  no  longer  eloquent' in  the  conn- 
cils  ol  the  nation,  is  hushed  forever,  iif  the  unbro- 
ken  silence  of  the  grave. 

Mr.  II.  in  alluding  to  the  universal  proscription 
of  the  party  in  power,  said — 

Among  the  many  noble  victims,  who  have  bled 
upon  the  altar  of  this  modern  Moloch,  this  fmree, 
relentless  dispotism,  was  that  man,  who  has  been 
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justly  termed,  “the  Cato  of  the  republic.”  He  for- 
sook a past  administration  in  the  noon- day  of  its 
power  in  defence  of  the  constitution  and  laws— he 
renounced  adherence  to  men,  for  the  sake  of  prin- 
ciple. He  “passed  the  rubicon”  and  the  decree 
went  forth.  He  was  banished  from  office — and  with  , 
a heart  full  of  deep,  unutterable  feeling,  and  a ve- 
nerable form,  trembling  beneath  the  palsying  hand 
of  age,  he  returned,  once  more  to  the  peacetul 
abodes  of  private  life.  But  the  storms  ot  winter, 
the  baseness  of  ingratitude  “more  strong  than  trai- 
tor’s arms,  quite  vanquished  him.”  Disease  and 
calumny  completed  their  work — he  returned  to  his 
final  home — a dishonored  soil  received  the  ashes 
of  her  injured  exile.  There  we  might  hope,  he 
would  rest  in  undisturbed  repose.  But  no!  with 
fiendish  malignity,  do  his  detainers  pursue  him. 
L’ke  tierce  hyenas,  they  prow!  around  his  grave, 
and  insult  his  injured  manes.  But  tellow  citizens! 
There  is  a day  ol  terrible  retribution.  The  blades 
of  twenty  thousand  freemen,  are  leaping  from  their 
scabbards,  to  revenge  his  wrongs.  A voice,  from 
his  fresh- sodden  grave,  speaks,  in  tones  of  thunder, 
to  you,  this  day.  The  foul  stain  upon  the  bright- 
ness of  gallant  Tennessee,  wilt  soon  tie  wiped  off 
— her  glory  is  eclipsed,  but  not  departed — the  dark 
spot  upon  her  broad  disk,  will  soon  pass  away,  and 
the  year  IS41  will  drawn  upon  the  young  Switzer- 
land of  America,  regenerated  and.  redeemed. 

Mr.  Humes  was  repeatedly  interrupted  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  by  hearty  cheeis. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Missouri, 
and  Mr.  Emory,  of  New  Hampshire,  severally  ad- 
dressed the  convention  in  a forcible  manner. 

Governor  Duncan  being  called  upon  addressed 
the  assemblage  in  the  following  characteristic  man- 
lier: 

Gentlemen:  I annouced  to  you  the  motto  on  the 
standard  of  Illinois — “Jhe  praries  are  on  fire.” 
Yes,  my  friends,  and  they  will  burn  with  fervid  heat 
so  long  as  there  is  one  speck  of  despotism  left  in  the 
land. 

The  sun  has  cast  his  bright  rays  over  the  broad 
expanse  of  those  praries  so  intensely,  that  the  loco 
foco  torch  light  can  only  be  seen  to  glimmer  in  their 
dark  recesses.  The  enthusiasm  which  has  brought 
together,  upon  this  occasion, (thirty  thousand  free- 
men As  a true  and  imposing  representation  of  what 
is  passing  in  Illinois. 

Misrule  has  done  its  work  there  as  well  as  else- 
where. Every  interest  has  been  prostrated —every 
guard  to  our  free  institutions  been  cut  oif  under 
hypocritical  pretence  of  democracy  and  reform. 
Powers  have  been  claimed  for  the  president,  and 
exercised  by  the  party,  now'  in  power,  which  would 
have  startled  the  subjects  of  any  limited  monarchy 
in  the  world.  Bold,  unblushing  intrigue,  and  dar- 
ing usurpations  have  so  perverted  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution, as  to  leave  us  all  in  doubt,  whether  we  are 
really  freemen  or  slaves. 

Gentlemen,  the  thousand  Harrison  banners,  borne 
this  day  by  thirty  thousand  freemen,  announce  our 
determination  to  be  free — and  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  cheering  badges  thrown  out  upon  the  breeze,  from 
every  window  and  every  house  top,  by  the  lovely 
and  patriotic  ladies  of  this  monumental  city,  an- 
nounce in  deep  and  appealing  tones  that  the  days  of 
the  hypocrite  are  numbered. 

But,  fellow  citizens,  we  must  not  be  content  with 
changing  our  rulers.  Every  whig  in  this  vast  as- 
sembly should  swear  upon  the  ailar  of  his  country, 
that  he  will  never  rest  until  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  so  amended  as  to  secure  the  follow- 
ing important  result: 

One  presidential  term  of  office. 

No  appointment  of  members  of  congress  to  any 
office,  even  skulking  behind  a resignation. 

No  control  or  applications  of  the  public  moneys, 
unless  under  speciiic  appropriations  by  congress. 

No  printer  of  the  laws  “by  authority,”  except  that 
authority  be  conferred  by  the  states. 

No  appointment  to  any  high  amt  responsible  of- 
fice by  the  president  or  heads  of  department,  ex- 
cept on  approval  of  the  senale — arid  no  removal 
of  a faithful  and  competent  and  civil  officer,  unless 
for  good  cause  or  on  the  termination  ot  his  legal 
service. 

Gentlemen,  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge 
on  these  interesting  topics — and  I will  conclude  by 
affirming  that  liberty  can  only  be  maintained  by 
eternal  vigilance — a price  which  every  true  whig 
will  not  hesitate  to  pay. 

The  hour  being  now  late,  it  was  thought  advisa- 
ble !o  adjourn  till  to-morrow;  and  for  this  purpose,  by 
unanimous  consent,  the  speeches  of  the  other  vice 
presidents  were  postponed. 

Mr.-  \\  ise,  oi  Virginia,  who  was  on  the  same  plat- 
form with  the  officers  of  the  convention,  Was  per- 
ceived by  the  assemblage,  and  loudly  called  for; 
but,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health,  which  lor  seve- 
ral months  has  been  feeble,  he  was  obliged  to  ask 


to  be  excused  from  speaking.  He  had  on  Saturday 
last  exhausted  himself  by  addressing  twenty-five 
hundred  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  Delaware,  and  he 
now  felt  totally  inadequate  to  the  task  of  speaking 
to  twenty-five  thousand. 

r*  It  may  be  easily  imagined  that  a very  large  num\ 
her  in  so  immense  an  assemblage  found  it  impossi- 
ble to  approach  within  sound  of  the  voices  of  the 
speakers  on  one  platform  alone;  After  the  formal 
proceedings  on  the  resolutions,  therefore,  were  over, 
the  members  of  the  convention  divided  pretty  equal- 
ly, and  those  immediately  surrounding  the  platform 
reserved  for  the  invited  guests,  called  iipon^everal 
distinguished'  gentlemen  to  address  them.  iThere 
was  a general  sentiment  among  these  genrlemen,' 
and  especially  the  eminent  whig  senators  and  re- 
presentatives, that  their  appropriate  character  was 
that  of  spectators  and  auditors;  and,  for  some  time, 
they  resolutely  adhered  to  their  determination  to 
leave  the  speech-making  to  the  many  brilliant  andJUnited  States, 
erilightenedyoung  members  of  the  convention.  But) 


and  too  much  despondency.  Both  were  to  be  fear- 
ed. There  should  be  no  relaxation.  The  enemy 
were  yet  powerful  in  numbers  and  strong  in  organi- 
zation. It  became  the  vvhigs,  therefore,  to  abstain 
from  no  laudible  exertion  necessary'  to  success. — 
Should  we  fail,  he  tfdded,  should  Mr.  Van  Buren 
be.re-elected,  which  calamity  God  avert,  though  he 
would  be  the  last  man  to  despair  of  the  republic, — 
he  believed  the  struggle  of  restoring  the  country  to 
its  former  glory  would  be  almost  a hopeless  one.- 
Tha’t  calamity  however,  or  the  alternativ 
with  the  twenty  thpiispnd  yyhi^Q  tlere 

We  received  our  liberty,  sard  Mr.  Clay, 
elusion,  from  our  revolutionary  ancestors,  and  wtfl 
are  bound  in  all  honor  to  transfer  it  unimpaired  to0 
our  posterity.  The  breeze  which  this  day  blows 
from  the  i;ight  quarter  is  the  promise  of  ttiat  popu- 
lar breeze  which  Will  defeat  our  adversaries  and 
make  William  Henry  Harrison  the  president  of  the 
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Mr.  Webster  was  now  loudly  called  for  and  ad- 
the  calls  for  them  were  so  strong  and  earnest,  and  ldres^ed  the  multitude  from  another  quarter  of  the 
there  was  so  manifest  a desire  on  the  part  of  a large  (stage  to  the  following  effect: 

number  of  the  delegates  to  hear  speeches  from  those  f Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  feared  the  attempt  to 
who  had  long  possessed  distinction  as  orators  and  I make  himself  heaid  would  be  a vain  one.  Never 
statesmen  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  that  they!  before  had  the  land  in  which  we  lived  seen  a spec- 
yielded,  and,  one  after  another,  Mr.  Clay,  MrJ  tacle  like  the  present.  We  eount  men  by  the  thou- 
Webster,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Gravest  sands.  They  are  here  from  the  borders  of  Canada 


addressed  the  convention. 


The  following  account  of  the  speeches  we  take 
from  the  Baltimore  American: 

Mr.  Clay  commenced  by  a reference  to  the  ifortll- 
west  wind,  which  blew  almost  a gale,  and  compared 
it  happily  to  the  popular  voice  of  the  immense  mul- 
titude who  were  present.  Difficult  as  it  was  to  be 
heard  by  such  a throng,  he  said  he  could  not  refrain 
from  obeying  the  general  summons  and  responding 
to  the  call.  He  was  truly  grateful  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  him.  “This,”  said  he,  “is  no  time 
to  argue — the  time  for  discussion  has  passed,  tire 
nation  has  already  pronounced  its  sentence.  I be- 
hold here  the  advance  guard.  A revolution  by  the 
grace  of  God  and  the  will  of  the  people  will  be 
achieved.  /William  Henry  Harrison  will  be  elect- 
ed president  of  the  .United  States. 

We  behold,  continued  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  emphatic 
and  eloquent  manner,  the  ravages  brought  upon  our 
country  under  the  revolutionary  administrations  of 
the  present  and  the  past.  We  see  them  in  a dis- 
turbed country, — in  broken  hopes — in  deranged 
exchanges- — in  Ihe  mutilation  of  the  highest  consti- 
tutional records  of  the  country.  All  these  are  the 
fruits  of  the  party  in  power,  and  a part  of  that  re- 
volution which  has  been  in  progress  for  the  last  ten 
years.  But  this  party,  Mr.  Clay  thought  he  could 
say  had  been  or  was  demolished.  As  it  had  demo- 
lished tlie  institutions  of  the  country,  so  it  had  (alien 
itself.  As  institution  after  institution  had  fallen  by 
it,  and  witli  them  interest  alter  interest,  until  a ge- 
neral and  wide  spread  ruin  had  come  upon  the  coun- 
try, so  now  the  revolution  was  to  end  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  party  and  the  principles  which  had  been 
instrumental  in  our  national  sufferings. 

This,  said  Mr.  Clay,  is  a proud  day  for  the  pa- 
triot. It  animated  li is  own  bosom  with  hope,  and  I, 
lie  added,  am  here  to  mingle  my  hopes  with  yours 
— my  heart  with  yours — and  my  exertions  w’ith  your 
exerlions.  Our  enemies  hope  to  conquer  us,  but 
they  are  deluded,  and  doomed  to  disappointment. 

Mr.  Clay  then  alluded  most  happily,  and  amid 
the  cheers  of  all  around  him,  to  the  union  of  the 
vvhigs.  “We  aie”said  he,  “all  wliigs — we  are  all 
Harrison  men.  We  are  united.  We  must  triumph.” 

One  word  of  myself — tie  said — referring  to  the 
national  convention  which  met  at  /Harrisburg  in 
December  last.  “That  convention  was  composed 
ol  as  enlightened  and  as  respectable  a body  of  men 
as  were  every  assembled  in  the  country.  They  met, 
deliberated,  and  alter  a full  and  impartial  delibera- 
tion, decided  that  William  Henry  Harrison  was 
the  man  best  calculated  to  unite  the  wliigs  of  the 
union  against  the  present  executive.  V General  Har- 
rison was  nominated,  and  cheerfully  and  without  a 
moment’s  hesitation,!  gave  my  hearty  concurrence 
in  that  nomination,  j From  that  moment  to  the  pre- 
sent, I have  had  but  one  wish — one  object — one 
desire — and  that  is  to  secure  the  election  of  the  dis- 
tinguished ciiizen  who  received  the  suffrages  of  the 
convention. 

Allow  me  here  to  say,  continued  Mr.  Clav,  that 
his  election  is  certain.  This  I say  not  in  any  boast- 
ing or  over  confident  sense;  far  fiom  it.  But  I feel 
sure  almost  that  there  are  twenty  states  who  will 
give  1 heir  votes  for  Harrison.  Do  not  the  glories  of 
this  day  authorise  the  anticipation  of  such  a victory! 
f heboid  before  inefnore  liiau  twenty  thousand  free- 
men,/and  is  it  anticipating  too  much  lo  say  that 
such  an  assembly  as  this  is  a sign  omnious  of  tri- 
umph. 

Mr.  Clay  then  warned  his  friends  of  two  great 
errors  in  political  warfare; — too  much  confidence, 


" and  the  rivers  of  Georgia.  They  are  here  from  the 


seaebast  and  the  heart  of  the  country.  The  states 
are  here — every  one  of  them  through  their  represen- 
tatives. The  “old  thirteen”  of  the  republic  are 
here  from  every  "city  TFnd""every  county,  between  the 
hills  of  Vermont  and  the  rivers  of  the  south.  The 
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new  thirteen,  foo,  are  here,  without  a blot  or  a slaio-^'* 


ujiorrTiTeffiT  (The  twenty-six  states  are  here  

local  or  limited  feeling  has  brought'them  here — no 
feeling  but  an  American  one— a hearty  attachment 
to  the  country.  We  are  here  with  the  common  sen- 
timent and  tlie  common  feeling  that  we  are  one  peo- 
ple. *We  may  assure  ourselves  that  #ue  belong 
to  a country  where  one  part  has  a common  feeling 
and  a common  interest  with  the  oilier. 

The  time  has  conte,  continued,  Mr.  Webster, 
wtien  the  cry  is  change.  Every  breeze  says  change. 
Every  interest  of  the  country  demands  it.  The 
watchword  and  tlie  hope  of  the  people  is  that  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  We  may  assure  ourselves,  continued 
Mr.  Webster,  that*  this  change  will  come — come,  to 
give  joy  to  the  many,  and  sorrow  only  to  the  few. 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration  is  to  be  of  one  term, 
and  of  one  project,  and  that  project  new  to  us,  not 
yet  consummated.  It  is  new  to  our  country,  and 
so  novel  that  those  with  whom  it  originated  alter 
’hammering  it  for  years,  have  not  been  able  to  give 
form  or  shape  to  the,substance. 

All  agree,  continued  Mr.  Webster,  that  vve  have 
hard  times,  and  many,  he  amusingly  remarked, sup- 
posed the  remedy  to  be  hard  cider.  Changing  his 
subject  and  his  manner,  he  exhorted  in  a strong  and 
stentorian  voice  t he  members  of  the  convention  to 
go  hence  fully  impressed  withasolemn  sense  of  the 
obligations  they-owed  to  tlie  country.  We  werer 
called  upon  lo  accomplish  not  a momentary  victory, 
but  one  which  should  last  at  least  a half  century. — 
It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  every  year,  or  every 
four  year3  would  bring  together  such  an  assemblage 
as  we  have  before  us.(  T lie  revolution  should  be  one 
which  should  last  for  years,  and  tlie  benefits  of  which 
should  be  felt  forever.j  Let  us  then  act  with  firm- 
ness. Let  us  give  up’ourselves  entirely  to  this  new 
revolution.  When  we  see  tlie  morning  light  grow 
bright,  it  is  the  sign  of  tlie  noonday  sun.  This  sign 
around  me  is  no  less  omnious  of  tlie  brightness 
which  is  to  succeed  the  present  rays  of  light. 

Go  to  your  work,  then,  said  Mr.  Webster,  in  con- 
clusion; I will  return  to  mine.  When  next  we  meet, 
and  wherever  we  meet,  I hope  to  say  that  this  con- 
vention has  been  Ihe  means  of  good  to  you  and  to 
me  and  to  all.  I go  to  my  appropriate  sphere  and 
you  to  yours — each  to  act,  I trust,  for  the  good  of 
the  country  in  the  advancement  of  tlie  cause  we  all 
rhave  so  much  at  heart.  > 

Mr.  Webster  retired,  as  Mr.  Clay  did,  amidst  the/ 
plaudits  of  tlie  thousands  in  hearing. 

Mr.  John  Sf.rcf.ant,  of  Pennsylvania,  jsucceed- 
ed  Mr.  vVebster  upon  me  rostrumf  Whafriave  you 
come  here  for?  said  Mr.  Sergeant.  I will  answer. 
(To  bring  back  to  the  people,  and  through  the  log 
cabins  of  the  country  the  neglected  and  lost  consti- 
tution^ In  the  man  you  have  selected  foryoursuf- 
frages,  you  have  one  possessing  those  qualifications 
in  which  the  head  of  this  administration  is  most  de- 
ficient— political  integrity.  He  is  tlie  disciple  of 
Washington — of  In’s  school  and  oi'  his  instruction, 
in  his  hands  the  country  will  be  safe,  that  which 
has  been  lost  in  him  will  be  found  again.  The  un- 
just and  unskilful  men  in  power  have  run  one  na- 
tional engine  from  the  track  made  by  George  Wash- 
ington. He!  the  father  of  the  republic,  left  good 
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advice  to  his  successors,  but  some  of  them,  alas! 
have  disregarded,  and  driven  this  engine  from  the 
track. 

It  is  for  the  disciple  of  Washington  to  place  it  on 
again.  As  Harrison  received  liom  Washington  les- 
sons of  wisdom  which  he  regarded  when  young, 
so  he  will  maintain  them  when  called,  like  Wash- 
ington to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  country.  No 
change  said  Mr.  Seargeant,  can  be  for  the  worse. 
Through  Harrison  we  shall  be  brought  to  safety. 
In  the  history  of  the  world  there  is  hardly  a calami- 
ty recorded  greater  than  our  own  in  the  mal  admi- 
nistration  of  public  officers.  In  war  there  has  been 
no  greater  calamity. 

.■  Let  us  then  go  back  as  near  as  we  can  to  the 
times  of  that  illustrious  man,  George  Washington, 
whom  general  Harrison  in  both  his  private  and  pub- 
lic life  so  much  resembles.  Washington  when  a 
young  man  was  a surveyor.  Harrison  when  quite 
a youth  was  a pioneer  in  the  wilderness  and  a com- 
panion of  the  brave  general  Wayne.  It  was  the 
name  of  Harrison  whjch  had  brought  (more  than 
twenty  thousand  people/here — of  Harrison,  who  had 
fought  and  gained  the  Battles  of  the  country.  The 
people  will  elect  him  for  he  is  the  candidate  of  the 
people. 

The  hon.  Wm.  C.  Preston,  the  eloquent  and 
distinguished  senator  from  South  Carolina,  next  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  the  convention.  “This.” 
said  he  “is  the  happiest  day  of  my  life.  I see  here 
the  consummation  almost  of  all  that  1 had  hoped  for 
from  tjie  earliest  day  I entered  public  life.  I hate 
tyranny,  and  Irom  my  infancy  was  taught  to  despise 


a tory.  I was  born  a whig,  and  am  yet  a whig.’^/  Among  the  members  of  congress  were  H.  Clay 
The  whigs  have  met  here,  continued  Mr.  Preston,  and  Wm.  C.  Preston,  of  the  senate. 


to  bring  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  land,  and  I take 
pleasure  in  expressing  the  belief  that  the  man  of 
their  choice  will  maintain  and  consolidate  the  great 
national  institutions  an„d  enterprises  of  the  country. 
Continuing  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Preston  alluded  to  the  self-denying  magna- 
nimous and  patriotic  conduct  of  Henry  Clay-.  (The 
eulogium  wusthe>most  eloquent  we  have  heardfand 
the  audience  heard  it  with  interest  and  delight,  lie- 
turning  to  general  Harrison,  he  said,  I will  devote 
to  him  my  labor,  my  thoughts,  my  person  and  my 
purse.  .1  regard  the  Ohio  larmer  as  a true  and  de- 
voted patriot,  and  I would  the  news  of  this  day’s 
meeting  could  be  borne  to  him  upon  the  wings  of 
the  wind,  j 

Mr.  Presfon  in  concluding  his  remarks  said,  he 
was  a southern  man,  and  happily  in  connection 
with  this  subject  did  he  allude  to  the  recent  demon- 
stration of  opinion  from  the  “Old  Dominion.”  Har- 
rison, too,  he  was  proud  to  say,  was  a Virginian 
born  aird  a son  of  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. He  sprung,  too,  from  the  best  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  blood.  He,  was  a descendant  of  that 
Harrison  who  in  the  reign  of  the  tyrant  Charles, 
*said  that  “as  he  was  a tyrant  I slew  him.”  Who, 
said  Mr.  Preston,  can  boast  of  better  blood  in  his 
veins  than  this  descendant  of  the  king  destroying, 
despot-killing,  tyrant-hateing  Harrison. 

Mr.  Preston,  in  a manner  peculiar  to  himself,  af- 
ter exhorting  the  whigs  to  use  their  anticipated  tii- 
uinph  as  not  abusing  it,  lelt  the  grave  a moment 
lor  the  gay.  Alas,  poor  democrats,  farewell,  dear 
loco  focos!  you  have  had  your  day.  Every  dog  has 
his  day!  It  is  necessary,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  that  you 
should  go  lor  diminished  wages,  amt  the  country 
says  you  shall  go  lor  diminished  wages!  Again,  Mr. 
Preston  drew  a happy  picture  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1341.  He  supposed  that  prince  of  democrats,  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren  to  be  here  in  his  coach  arid  four 
horses.  Following  him  comes  Amos  Kendall,  and 
succeeding  him  Levi  Woodbury  with  his  empty 
bags,  and  still  behind  these  worthies  the  head  of  the 
war  department,  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  author  of  the 
system  for  two  hundred  thousand  militia  and  thirty  - 
lour  bloodhounds.  I see  them  now,  said  Mr.  Pres- 
ton, in  my  mind’s  eye.  They  come  from  Washing- 
ton— are  seen  at  Fell’s  Point, — now  at  Canton — 
and  some  one  says  to  the  party  there  is  the  lace 
course  where  met  the  national  convention  in  May 
last. 

Again,  Mr.  Preston  changed  his  manner,  and  in 
a burst  of  eloquence  which  electrified  his  hearers, 
exhorted  them  to  go  into  the  possession  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  public  alfairs  with  clean  hands 
and  honest  hearts;  and  first  of  all  to  proscribe  the 
system  of  proscription  which  had  dishonored  the 
country.  I Let  us  wash  the  ermine  and  purify  the 
seats  of  government.  Mr.  Preston  also  made  a hap- 
py allusion  tqjCincinuatus  the  ploughman,  citizen 
and  general.  Tin  many  respects  Harrison  was  like 
him,  but  the'spectade  of  selecting  the  humble 
American  citizen  to  rule  over  the  nation  was  of  the 
moral  sublime,  and  lar  eclipsed  any  thing  lirG-re- 
c.ian  or  Roman  history. 

In  general  Harrison,  said  Mr.  Preston,  in  con- 


say,  that  the  country  has  a second  Washington  in 
the  second  Harrison.  When  this  day  comes,  and 
God  speed  the  time,  for  one(l  will  be  content — rest 
satisfied — leave  the  field  of  labor, — and  say  like  one 
ol  old — “now,  Lord,  letest  thou  thy  servant  depart 
in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  glory. ”7  . 

Mr.  Preston  was  followed  by  the  hon.  S.  S. 
Southard,  of  New  Jersey,  who  made  a brief  and 
eloquent  address.  His  allusions  to  New  Jersey 
were  very  happy  and  we  regret  that  we  are  without 
room  to  publish  them. 

Mr.  Graves,  of  Ky.  followed  with  a forcible  arid 
stirring  appeal.  Others  would  have  spoken  but  the 
hour  admonished  an  adjournment. 

The  president  then  announced  that  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  and  the  fatigue  which  they  had  under- 
gone rendered  it  necessary  to  suspend  further  pro- 
ceedings for  the  day,  and  he  submitted  a motion 
that  the  convention  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday 
morning,  5tlpinstant,  in  Monument  square,  at  nine 
o’clock.  ' 

The  convention  adjourned  accordingly,  at  four 
o’clock.  — — . 

Tuesday’s  MEETtNG  in  monument  square. 

Monument  square  was  thronged  through  the 
morning  and  the  day.  The  delegates  met,  not  as  nu- 
merously as  on  Monday,  for  many  had  left  the  city, 
but  in  thousands.  The  president  of  the  convention, 
John  V.  L.  McMahon,  esq.  presided  with  great  dig- 
nity, and  perfect  order  prevailed  among  the  mass. 

We  have  but  time  to  name  some  of  the  speakers 
who  addressed  the  convention  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day. 


elusion,  I believe  in  after  time  we  may  be  able  to  of  the  right  of  sulFrage 


Both  of  these  distinguished  gentlemen  spoke  with 
that  feeling  of  popular  enthusiasm  to  be  expected 
from  the  cheering  signs  and  congratulations  around 
them.  Mr.  Clay  was  received  with  enthusiastic 
demonstrations  of  applause,  and  his  stiring  appeals 
and  forcible  pictures  of  the  sad  experiments  brought 
upon  the  country,  prompted  a response  in  every 
bosom. 

Mr.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina,  was  hardly  less 
eloquent  than  on  Monday,  and  none  the  less  inte- 
resting to  those  who  heard  him,  for  many  now  heard 
[him  for  the  first  time.  — * 

Li'vir.  Legare,  of  South  Carolina,  we  are  told,  also 
made  an  eloquent  and  spirited  address.  Few  men  in 
pie  country  have  moie  power  to  interest,  and  no 
one  has  a more  brilliant  imagination  with  which  to 
illustrate  the  good  or  bad  principles  of  a govern- 
knent. 

Mr.  Proffit,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  people  from 
two  positions  in  the  square,  and  greatly  amused  his 
hearers  with  his  enthusiasm,  wit,  and  that  plain 
common  sense  speaking  which  tells  powerfully  upon 
a popular  audience. 

Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  eloquently 
also  from  the  court  house  rostrum,  and  after  a stir- 
ring address  of  an  hour,  the  cry  was  “on,  Stanly, 
on!” 

Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  was  also  called  for, 
and  introduced  to  the  convention  by  the  president. 
The  appearance  of  the  bold  and  talented  Virginian 
was  responed  to  by  the  thousands  present  in  loud 
and  repeated  cheers.  Mr.  Wise,  though  much  in- 
disposed, spoke  with  great  energy  and  power,  and 
especially  in  reference  to  the  many  national  pecu- 
liarities bf  his  own  disti  ict,  one  of  the  most  national 
in  the  Old  Dominion.  There  Harrison  and  Tyler 
both  were  born.  There,  too,  old  Ben.  Harrison, 
the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
Patrick  Henry,  the  renowned  champion  ol  our  na- 
tional independence,  had  their  homes.  There  also 
was  fought  the  last  naval  battle  of  the  revolution, 
and  there  sprung  up  Bacon’s  rebellion.  The  histo- 
ry of  the  district  was  eventful,  and  it  was  a whig 
district.  The  Old  Dominion,  God  bless' her!  had 
now  joined  his  district,  and  Virginia  was  a whig 
state,  ready  to  give  her  electoral  vote  to  William  H. 
Harrison  and  John  Tyler.  Mr.  Wise  spoke  elo- 
quently and  with  great  effect.  Retiring,  he  was 
greeted  with  the  hearty  and  unanimous  applause  ol 
the  convention. 

Mr.  Willis,  of  Maine,  was  introduced  to  the  as- 
sembled thousands  by  the  president,  and  as  one  ol 
the  vice  presidents,  gave  a good  account  of  the 
! northeast  state.  In  the  name  of  the  whigs  ol 
Maine  he  promised  ten  electoral  vote  lor  Harrison 
and  Tyler  upon  the  “ides  of  November.” 

No  less  interesting  were  the  speech  and  pledge 
given  by  Mr.  Graham,  another  vice  president,  from 
the  state  of  Louisiana.  He,  too,  promised  the  elec- 
toral vote  ol  the  southwestern  border  state  for  Har- 
rison and  Tyler. 

Mr.  Aileu,  of  the  District  of  Colttmhia,  made  a 
report  of  the  popular  movements  in  the  District,  and 
gave  his  reasons  for  the  demonstrations  of  public 
feeling  among  a people  who  are  unjustly  deprived 


Mr.  J.  N.  Emory  spoke  for  New  Hampshire. 
The  work  in  the  granite  state  he  said  was  an  up 
lull  business,  but  the  delegates  here  present  would 
promise  at  least  a spirited  contest. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Thomas,  from  the  North  Bend,  Ohio, 
,and  formerly  of  Baltimore,  made  a spirited  address, 
and  many  happy  illustrations  drawn  liom  the  his- 
tory of  the  government  and  times. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  of  New  York  city,  delighted  his 
hearers  with  a sensible  and  practical  address  upon 
the  character  and  importance  of  the  contest. 

Mr.  Robertson,  ol  Georgia,  a true  southern,  spoke 
eloquently  of  Georgia.  His  address  was  brief  and 
one  of  the  best  made  iri  the  convention.  Georgia, 
lie  said,  was  awake  to  the  importance  of  the  com- 
ing contest,  and  the  fires  kindled  within  her  were 
ol  her  own  irresistible  and  spontaneous  filing. 

Mr.  Wicklitfe,  ol  Kentucky,  Mr.  Biyan,  of  S.  C. 
Mr.  Dawson,  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Tyler,  of  Connecti- 
cut, Mr.  Prolfit,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Thompson,  ot  De- 
laware, Mr.  Slanard,  of  Virginia,  and  others  also 
spoke,  but  in  the  crowd  it  was  impossible  to  hear 
the  names  of  half  who  spoke  or  the  thousandth  of 
what  was  said. 

Mr.  Penrose,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Mr. 
Myers,  of  the  same  state,  am!  unanimously  adopted: 

Resorveil,  That  the  delegations  from  each  stale  re- 
presented in  this  convention  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by requested  ta  raise  by  contribution  ol  not  exceed- 
ing one  dollar  for  each  person,  a suin  of  money  for 
the  use  of  the  bereaved  family  of  Thomas  H.  Laugh- 
lin,  carpenter,  of  the  eighth  ward  ot  lire  city  of  Bal- 
timore, and  a member  of  the  conveniion,  who  was 
killed  m the  procession  of  yesterday,  while  in  the 
exercise  of  the  undoubted  rigid  of  freemen  peacea- 
bly to  assemble  and  delibeiule  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  ollicers  of  government — “a  right  inestimable  to 
them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only.” 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  so  raised  be  paid  to  the 
president  of  the  convention,  to  be  by  him  applied 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  our  de- 
ceased fellow  member,  to  whom  we  hereby  lender 
our  condolence  lor  his  death  in  tile  glorious  cause 
of  his  country. 

At  the  close  of  the  addresses,  the  convention 
unanimously  resolved  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the 
lamented  Laughlin,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  until  5 o’clock, 

P.  M.  . 

afternoon  session— the  adjournment.  A 

At  five  o’clock  the  convention  re- assembler!  a(- 
ter  having  attended  in  a body  the  funeral  of  the 
late  Thomas  H.  LaiiMiliii.  The  president  having 


taken  the  chair,  the  committee  of  chairmen  ot  the 
state  delegations  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  seconded  and  supported  by  Mr.  Tal- 
luurd,  of  Ohio,  and  unanimously  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  he  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  gen.  Wm.  H.  Harrison  and  John  Tyler, 
the  compliments  of  this  convention,  together  will)  a 
copy  of  its  proceedings,  signed  by  the  president  and 
secretaries. 

The  commiltee’of  chairmen  of  the  state  delega- 
tions also  submitted  the  follow  ing  resolutions,  which 
were  seconded  by  Mr.  McQueen,  of  N.  Carolina, 
and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention: 
Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
entertain  a most  grateful  sense  of  the  generous  hos- 
pitably of  the  citizens  of  Baltiinoie,  who  have,  by 
receiving  us  as  guests,  evinced  their  devotion  to  the 
cause  m which  we  are  engaged,  and  <uven  to  the 
country  another  evidence  of  their  enlightened  and 
zealous  patriotism;  and  that  we  shall  return  to  our 
homes  cheered  by  their  confidence,  and  resolved, 
individually,  lo  imitate  their  patriotic  example. 

Resolved,  That  the  generous  liberality,  Hie  un- 
tiring devotion,  and  the  judicious  plans  of  the  Bal- 
timore committee  of  arrangements  demand  their 
most  In-arty  acknowledgments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Baltimore  Committee  of  ar- 
rangements be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
make  such  disposition  of  the  list  of  delegates  to  this 
convention  reported  at  their  sittings  at  the  Eutaw 
House  as  they  may  deem  practicable  and  expedient. 

The  president  having  temporarily  retired  from 
the  chair,  Mr.  Guiile,  oi  Ohio,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee of  chairmen,  ottered  the  follow  ing  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  by  acclamation: 

Resolved,  That  the  unanimous  thanks  of  this  con-  ^ 
venlion  be  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  t rr^Jm-Vr^- 
L.  McMahon,  esq,  president  of  the  convention  for 
tile  prompt,  dignified  and  successful  manner  in  ^ 
which  he  had  presided  over  its  deliberations. 

The  resohi'ion  being  adopted,  Mr.  McMahon  re- 
sumrd  the  ehair,  and  returned  his  thanks  lor  the 
honor  conferred  on  him,  and  then  adjourned  the 
convention  sine  die. 

J.  V.  L.  McMAHON,  of  Md.  president. 

J.  Washington  Tyson,  of  Pa.  ) principal 
C.  C.  Norvell,  of  Tennessee,  $ secretaries. 
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The  Amistad.  An  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the 
district  judge  in  the  case  of  the  Africans  at  New  Ha- 
ven, was  tried  by  the  United  States  circuit  court  last 
week,  judge  Thompson  presiding.  The  New  York 
Courier  and  Enqu,rer  observes — that  it  appeared  on 
the  trial  “that  slavery  still  exists  in,  and  is  recognized 
by  the  laws  of  Connecticut,  as  all  slaves  born  previous 
to  1784,  are  still  slaves,  and  that,  on  one  ot  the  counsel 
attempting  to  read  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions  lately 
passed  irTthe  senate,  on  the  subject  of  vessels,  with 
slaves  being  wrecked  on  foreign  coasts  judge  lliomp- 
son  very  pertinently  and  naturally  observed,  these  re- 
solutions ‘would  have  little  weight  with  him.’” 

Later  accounts  state  that  the  court  alter  a full  hear- 
ing affirmed  the  decree  of  the  district  court— pro  forma 
.and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Spanish  minister,  have  appealed  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  The  Africans 
must  therefore  remain  in  jail  until  next  January. 

Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania. 
Stock,  615  shares  sold  in  New  York  on  the  7th  inst. 
at  7 i 1-2  a 73.  At  Philadelphia,  the  same  day,  145 
shares  at  78  a 78  1-2. 

Canada.  A special  messenger  is  on  his  way  from 
Quebec,  bearing  petitions  to  the  British  parliament 
against  the  union  of  the  two  provinces.  He  will  em- 
bark in  the  Great  Western.  The  11th  regiment  is 
shortly  to  leave  Canada  for  England.  It  will  be  re- 
placed by  the  56th,  recently  arrived  at  Halifax  from 
tne  West  Indies.  ' , _ , , 

The  governor  of  Upper  Canada  has  offered  a reward 
of  ©2,099  for  discovering  the  vandal  who  blew  up  the 
monument  erected  in  honor  of  general  Brock. 

Two  Canadians  have  been  arrested  under  strong 
circumstanciai  evidence  of  having  perpetrated  the 
wanton  deed.  The  Niagara  Reporter  says  the  monu- 
ment cannot  stand,  as  the  breaches  are  widening. 

Corn  markert.  New  York  55  cents,  Baltimore  43 
to  49.  The  ship  India  is  loading  at  Philadelphia,  for 
Liverpool,  whith  white  corn  in  balk,  an  entire  cargo, 
say  12,000  bushels. 

Collegiate.  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  late  of  Boston, 
has  been  elected  president  of  Shurtleff  college,  Alton, 
Illinois. 

Crops  growing.  Wherever  appearance  of  crops  are 
noticed  in  the  journals  of  this  whole  country,  so  tar  as 
we  have  met  with  them,  they  represent  prospects  of  a 
luxuriant  harvest. 

Wm.  B.  Dabney,  the  absconded  teller  of  the  Bank 
of  Virginia,  it  is  believed  is  on  his  return  to  Richmond, 
in  charge  of  some  of  his  personal  friends. 

■ Deaths.  The  Boston  papers  announce  the  death  of 
rev.  Dr.  Tuckerman,  late  a distinguished  Unitarian 
clergyman  of  that  city.  He  died  in  the  island  of  Cuba, 
■whither  he  had  gone  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

The  Westchester  (Pa.)  Star  announces  the  death  ol 
general  Cunningham,  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
respectable  inhabitants  of  that  county. 

Tiie  daguerreotype.  A most  important  consumma- 
tion has  been  attained  in  the  application  of  this  won- 
derful art  to  p radical  purposes.  In  Philadelphia,  like- 
nesses from  the  human  face  have  been  successfully 
taken  by  it.  The  process  is  said  to  be  simple  and  free 
from  many  of  the  troublesome  details  hitherto  deemed 
indispensable.  “The  painting,”  says  the  National  Ga- 
zette, “is  literally  divine,  the  representation  immacu- 
late.’’ 


Exchanges.  New  York  prices  of  the  9th  instant — 
The  Courier  of  Saturday  says— 

In  foreign  exchanges  there  have  been  heavy  trans- 
actions for  the  western  both  on  London  and  Parts,  and 
the  following  are  the  rates.  . .. 

London  107  3-1  a l(b  1-2  Amsterdam  39  3 4 a 40 

Paris  326  1-4  a 525  Hamburg  35  5-8  a 35  3-4 

Bremen  77  3-4  a 78 

•In  the  face  of  this  state  of  our  foreign  exchanges, 
which  are  at  least  2 per  cent,  in  our  favor,  and  there- 
fore 2 per  cent,  in  favor  of  remitting  bills  rather  than 
specie— for  the  expense  of  shipping  the  latter  will  be 
about  the  same  as  the  loss  of  interest  on  the  former— 
it  is  strange  that  we  should  have  to  state  that  the  Great 
Western  will  takeout  half  a million  of  dollars  in  silver, 
and  that  the  Havre  packets  have  lately  also  taken  out 
a considerable  amount  of  Spanish  and  American  dol- 
lars One  would  sav,  that  this  cannot  be  in  the  way 
of  trade,  and  that  it  is  wanted  for  some  specific  object, 
perhaps  for  the  English  commissariat,  in  their  hostili- 
ties  against  China,  and  for  the  French  in  then  war  on 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

Fire  The  village  of  Pontiac,  Michigan,  was  nearly 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  30th  ult.  About  25  buildings 
besides  barns,  &c.  _ « u 

At  Springfield,  Cumberland  county,  Pa.  13  houses, 
1 store,  and  8 stables  and  barns,  were  burnt,  with 
most  of  their  contents,  on  the  2d  inst. 

Mechanics  Row,  including  the  office  of  the  Allega- 
nian,  was  burnt  in  Cumberland  on  the  30th  ult. 

The  number  of  fires  in  New  York  city  during  the 
month  of  April  was  23. 

Flour  New  York  market  ©5.  Baltimore  $4  75 

Cincinnati  1-2.  „* 

The.  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says:  A 

merchant  from  Detroit,  lately  arrived  in  this  city,  says 
there  were  25  009  barrels  flour  there,  waning  to  be  ship- 
ped to  New  York  as  soon  as  the  lake  was  clear  of  ice 


at  Buffalo.  The  ice  is  now  all  gone,  and  the  above 
flour  from  Detroit  is  part  of  it  on  its  way  down.  Three 
years  ago  Michigan  imported  flour  from  Buffalo;  now 
they  have  it  to  sell,  in  large  quantities. 

Forgeries.  The  Philadelphia  Gazette  of  last  even- 
ing says,  that  extensive  forgeries  have  been  discovered 
upon  die  different  banks  in  that  city.  Accounts  were 
opened  in  the  names  ot  Vanarsdale  & Roberts,  Stei- 
ner & Wood,  and  George  B.  McKee  & Co.  Checks 
drawn  by  Vanarsdale  & Roberts  were  deposited  by 
one  or  other  of  these  firms,  with  the  word  “good’’ 
written  on  them,  and  the  signature  of  the  teller  forged. 
The  amount  of  the  checks  was  then  drawn  out.  When 
the  banks  made  tbeir  exchanges  the  fraud  was  diso- 
vered,  but  too  late  to  secure  the  offender  who  had  es- 
caped. The  amount  obtained  by  these  forgeries  is 
reported  to  be,  says  the  Gazette,  about  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

Mrs.  Gaines’  suit.  Important  decision.  The  New 
Orleans  True  American  states  that  the  case  ol  E.  P. 
Gaines  and  Myra  Clark  Gaines,  his  wife  vs.  Richard 
Relf,  B.  Chew,  and  others,  was  decided  on  i lie  25th  in 
the  United  States  district  court,  judges  McKinley  and 
Lawrence  presiding. 

This  great  suit,  involving  the  right  to  the  immense 
properly  left  by  Daniel  Clark,  deceased,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  ever  tried  in  Louisiana.  The  main 
points  were  argued  by  counsel  of  C.  Patterson,  one  of 
the  defendants. 

Judgment  was  given  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  decid- 
ing that  the  defendants  had  no  right  to  the  property  in 
dispute. 

For  the  plaintiffs,  R.  H.  Chinn,  Babe  Peyton  and 
John  R.  Grymes,  esqs.;  for  the  defendants,  John 
McHenry,  esq. 

“This  is  the  claim  to  property  amounting  to  many 
millions  of  dollars,  in  which  the  present  wife  of  general 
Gaines,  late  Mrs.  Whitney,  is  the  plaintiff.  The  whole 
narrative  has  frequently  been  published  in  the  news- 
papers, and  has  ail  the  elements  of  a romance  in  the 
Ratcliffe  school — a mysterious  marriage — separation — 
a lost  will — a cruel  guardian — cast  off  orphan  brought 
up  by  strangers  in  ignorance  of  her  claim — and  a sup- 
posed discovery  by  which  the  heroine  is  made  to  ap- 
pear the  richest  heiress  in  America.  One  day  some 
adventurous  literateur  will  work  this  up  into  two  vo- 
luftis  duodecimo,  and  if  he  have  luck,  make  a belter 
speculation  than  buying  government  lands.” 

Levis,  the  absconded.  A correspondent  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia North  American,  under  date  St.  Jago  de  Cu- 
ba, writes  that  “baron  Halberstadt’s  brig  brought  out 
from  New  York  your  Mr.  Levis.  He  remained  here 
about  two  weeks,  and  sailed  for  Bordeaux;  and  itis  said 
that  he  borrowed  money  enough  in  St.  Jugo  to  pay  his 
passage.” 


Lynch  law.  Some  personsof  Jamaica,  Long  Island, 
hearing  that  a white  girl  was  living  with  two  black  boys, 
caught  the  lads  and  tar  and  feathered  their  heads,  turn- 
ed them  loose  in  the  fields — caught  the  girl  and  made 
her  stand  upright  on  the  bar  at  Anderson’s  tavern,  to 
be  gazed  at  for  an  hour,  and  then  dismissed  her  with- 
out injury. 

Marble.  “Valuable  beds  of  marble  have  been  re- 
cently discovered  in  Lancaster  county,  (Pa.)  The  In- 
telligencer says  that  the  discovery  bids  lair  to  render 
tiiat  county  not  only  independent  of  a 11  foreign  supplies 
of  this  valuable  material,  but  to  furnish  to  the  cities  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  &c- 
a quality  not  only  superior  to  any  yet  discovered  in 
the  United  States,  but  equal  to  any  imported  from  Ita- 
ly. 

We  have  been  informed  that  a quary  of  the  most 
valuable  description  of  marble,  unsurpassed  by  any 
of  Italy,  has  been  discovered  in  Frederick  county,  Ma- 
ryland. 

A married  woman’s  note.  In  an  action  tried  before 
judge  Randall  a few  days  ago,  to  recover  of  Conrad 
Reakert,  the  amount  of  a promissory  note  given  by  his 
wife,  a milliner,  in  Arch  street,  near  2d,  to  Job  Barker, 
of  New  York,  and  endorsed  by  N.  W.  Sanford  & Co. 
it  was  held  that  as  the  noie  was  signed  by  her,  by  au- 
thority of  her  husband,  he  was  liable  for  the  same. 

[Phil.  Ga.z. 

Specie  is  quoted  in  Baltimore  at 5 per  cent,  premium. 
©500,000  in  specie  have  been  lately  received  at  the  bank 
of  Missouri  from  the  land  office.  The  schr.  Select,  at 
Philadelphia  from  Tampico,  brought  as  part  of  her 
cargo  ©SI, 222  in  specie.  The  Cotton  Planter,  which 
sailed  from  New  York  for  Havre  last  week  took  out 
©70,009  in  specie. 


Susquehanna  and  Tide  Water  canal.  The  follow- 

ing is  a list  of  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  articles  which 
passed  downwards  to  tide  through  this  canal  from  the 
‘22d  to  the  30th  April  inclusive. 

Flour,  6,439  bbls. 

Wheat,  23,601  bush. 

Corn,  1,200  do. 

Whiskey,  340  bbls. 

Cloverseud,  260  bush. 

Iron,  73S,865  lbs. 

Bacon,  39,806  do. 

Tobacco,  76  691  do. 

Coal,  372,043  do. 

Glass,  656  boxes. 

It  will  bo  recollected  that  the  first  boats  reached 
Havre-de-Grace  on  the  22d  ult.  and  that  between 
that  period  and  the  30th,  eight  days — a breach  occurred, 


which  suspended  the  navigation  for  a time.  Tins  is, 
therefore,  a very  good  beginning  of  a trade  which  will 
go  on  to  increase,  steadily  and  daily,  for  many  years  to 
come.  The  articles  above  enumerated  are  those  which 
constitute  the  staple  products  of  an  immense  interior 
country,  whose  shortest  and  cheapest  outlet  to  the  sea- 
board is  through  the  channel  of  this  canal.  They  are 
an  acceptable  earnest  of  what  may  be  expected  in  due 
season.  So  far,  we  believe,  the  trade  of  the  canal  has 
been  pretty  equally  divided  between  the  cities  of  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia.  When  itgets  into  full  operation 
there  will  be  enough  for  both,  and  to  spare.  [ Amer . 

Steamboat  accidents.  The  Bedford.  The  St.  Louis 
Republican  of  the  27th  ult.  states  that  as  the  steamboat 
Bedford  was  descending  the  Missouri  river,  on  the  25th, 
about  six  o’clock,  between  one  and  two  miles  above  the 
mouth,  she  struck  a snag,  which  knocked  a large  hole 
in  her  bottom,  and  she  covitmenced  filling  immediately. 
The  passengers  had  just  risen  from  supper.  So  great 
was  the  injury  that  in  about  two  minutes  she  sunk  with- 
in a few  inches  of  the  hurricane  deck.  As  soon  as 
she  commenced  sinking,  the  yawl  was  filled  with  as 
many  as  it  c.ould  contain  and  sent  ashore.  Those  who 
remained  at)d  could  do  so,  escaped  to  the  hurricane 
deck.  Five  or  six,  it  is  believed,  were  unable  to  get  there 
in  time.  An  old  man,  a revolutionary  soldier  of  the 
name  of  Moore,  from  Cole  county,  is  named  amongst 
the  lost.  A negro  woman  and  her  three  children  are 
reported  as  drowned.  It  is  also  stated  that  a German 
woman  on  board  lost  her  child.  A vote  was  taken  in 
the  cabin  and  deck  a short  time  previous  in  relation  to 
president,  when  52  votes  were  counted.  We  presume 
there  must  have  been  this  number  exclusive  of  the  wo- 
men. A dreadful  storm  of  rain  and  wind  was  raging 
at  the  time.  The  boat  and  cargo  was  a total  loss..  She 
was  owned  we  believe  in  Louisville. 

The  Green  River  steamboat  on  the  river  of  that  name, 
on  the  23d  ult.  while  altempfing  to  pass  lock  and  dam 
No.  1,  capsized,  and  five  females  and  four  males  were 
drowned.  Four  of  the  females  were  sisters,  and  daugh- 
ters of  a widow  lady  who  was  also  a passenger. 

Steamers.  The  British  Lion.  From  a Montreal  pa- 
per we  learn  that  the  Unicorn  is  to  sail  on  the  25th  of 
April,  commanded  by  captain  Walter  Douglas,  and 
that  after  the  first  voyage,  she  is  to  ply  between  Pictou 
and  Quefoec.  That  the  Brittania  will  leave  for  this 
place  about  the  15th  of  May,  and  thaj  the  Acadia,  Co- 
lumbia, and  Caledonia  will  follow. 


A steam  engine  by  mail!  It  is  but  a short  period  that 
the  steam  engine  has  been  used  to  convey  post  letters 
on  land;  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  a post  letter  is 
made  the  means  of  carrying  a steam. engine.  Messrs. 
Newton  & Berry,  of  the  patent  office,  Chancery  lane, 
London,  received  on  29th  January,  per, post,  from 
Messrs.  Chaburn  Brothers,  Sheffield,  a perfect  working 
steam  engine,  constructed  on  the  oscillating  cylinder, 
with  its  fly  wheel,  framing,  boiler,  and  fire  place  com- 
plete. The  whole  was  enclosed  in  a case  wrapped  in 
paper,  secured  with  string,  and  accompanied  with  a 
description  of  its  construction  and  mode  of  working. 
The  weight  being  under  four  ounces,  was  charged  as 
eight  letters — which  sum  being  pre-paid  at  Sheffield 
cost  18  pence  postage,  and  came  safe  to  hand  with  its 
fellow  penny  travellers.  [Manchester  Guardian. 


The  United  States  senate  which  should  embody 
52  members,  has  now  but  49;  Virginia  and  Delaware 
having  failed  to  till  vacancies,  and  there  is  a vacancy 
from  Connecticut,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Betts. — 
If  all  those  vacancies  were  filled  by  whigs,  the  state- 
of  parties  would  be  at  present,  administration  30, 
whigs  22. 

But  on  the  4th  March,  1S41,  the  period  of  service  of 
the  following  members  will  expire. 

Maine,  John  Ruggles,  Conservative. 

New  Hampshire,  Henry  Hubbard,  Administration. 
Massachusetts,  John  Davis,  Whig. 

Rhode  Island,  N.  R.  Knight,  Whig. 

New  Jersey,  Garrett  D.  Wall,  Administration. 
Delaware,  Thomas  Clayton,  Whig. 

Virginia,  Wm.  H.  Roane,  Administration. 

North  Carolina,  Bedford  Brown,  Administration. 
South  Carolina,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Administration. 
Georgia,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  Administration. 

Alabama,  William  R.  King.  Administration. 

Mississippi,  Robert  J.  Walker,  Administration. 
Louisiana,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Administration. 
Tennessee,  Alex’r  Anderson,  Administration. 
Kentucky,  John  J.  Crittenden,  Whig. 

Illinois,  John  M.  Robinson,  Administration. 

Michigan,  J.  Norvell,  Administration. 

Arkansas,  William  S.  Fulton,  Administration. 
Whigs  and  conservatives  5 — administration  13. 
This  will  leave  parties  equally  divided  in  the  senate; 
and  the  political  character  of  that  body  in  the  next 
congress,  will  be  decided  by  the  state  elections  of  the 
present  year. 


The  Great  Western  went  to  sea  from  N.  York  on 
the  9th  inst.  in  the  teeth  of  a heavy  northeastern.  She 
had  133  passengers.  All  her  accommodations  had  been 
taken  up  some  days  ago, and  large  premiums  have  since 
been  offered.  From  a report  presented  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Great  Western  com- 
pany, held  at  Bristol  on  the  26th  of  March,  it  appears 
that  the  nett  profitof  the  company  during  the  year  1839, 
was  £9,912  or  near  $50,009.  The  average  of  her  pas- 
sages during  ihe  past  season  was:  to  New  York,  seven- 
teen days  and.  two  hours;  from  New  York,  thirteen 
days  and  sixteen  hours;  her  shortest  passage  outward 
has  been  thirteen  and  a half. 
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neutrality  law,  pilot  law,  public  lands,  census  of  the 
United  States,  convention  of  tobacco  growers  163; 
army,  navy  164 

States  of  the  union — Rhode  Island,  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  and  counting  the  votes  for  governor; 
Connecticut,  United  States  senator  elected,  finances 
of  the  state;  New  York,  rail  road  accident  and  loss  of 
life,  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  free  banlts,  whig 
celebration,  improvements,  new  buildings  in  the  city, 
Saratoga,  fall  of  rents,  insurance  on  husband’s  lives 
164;  general  banking  law,  report  of  the  canal  board, 
the  canal,  fortifications,  Erie  canal  enlargement,  con- 
tact; Pennsylvania,  the  legislature,  the  presidential 
election  165;  internal  improvement,  fugitive  slaves, 
coal  andiron,  resumption  law,  bank  dividends,  Pitts- 
burg administration  meeting,  the  senate,  canal  com- 
merce of  Philadelphia  166;  Maryland,  York  and 
Wrightsville  rail  road,  the  Tide  Water  canal  com- 
merce of  Baltimore,  inspections  of  Baltimore,  com- 
merce and  trade  of  Baltimore,  coastwise  shipments 
of  grain,  exports  of  wheat  and  flour,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  t>s.  New  York  167;  resignation  of  de- 
puty collector,  the  death  of  Mr.  Laughlin;  Virginia, 
bank;  North  Carolina,  manufactures,  History  of  the 
state  163;  Georgia,  the  number  of  acres  of  land  in 
each  county,  appointments  of  aids-de-camp  to  the 
governor;  Alabuma,  banking,  Mobile;  Mississippi,  the 
state  protested,  the  times;  Michigan,  sales  of  public 
lands;  Indiana,  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  state  stocks 
in  Europe;  Illinois,  election,  retrograding  169 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Cost  of  the  war  with  China.  An  English  paper 
makes  a calculation  of  what  the  war  with  China 
will  cost.  We  have  sent,  says  the  Times  a costly 
naval  armament  against  the  Chinese  empire,  and 
an  army  of  10,000  men  is  to  join  it  from  the  bay  of 
Bengal.  The  first  expense  to  the  British  treasury 
of  this  expedition  will  exceed  three  millions  of  mo- 
ney. The  loss  already'  sustained  by  our  merchants 
in  their  confiscated  cargoes  has  not  fallen  short 
of  two.  The  annual  sacrifice  of  revenue,  from  the 
utter  extinction  of  our  commerce  with  the  Chinese 
empire,  may  well  be  counted  two  millions  more, 
omitting  to  mention  the  annual  wear  and  tear  of 
ships,  troops  and  seamen,  should  hostilities  continue 
for  more  than  one  campaign;  and  all  this  for  what? 
for  the  sake.  1st,  of  accomplishing  a crime  against 
the  first  element  of  the  law  of  nations;  for  the  sake, 
2d,  of  forcing  an  entrance  among  a reluctant  peo- 
ple upon  their  own  soil;  3d,  for  the  sake  of  carrying 
into  operation,  by  violence,  an  illegal  traffic  in  an 
unwholesome  drug,  in  defiance  of  the  independent 
crown  of  China;  4th,  for  the  sake  of  robbing  the 
Chinese  treasury  of  the  value  of  smuggled  merchan- 
dise, lawfully  confiscated  by  orders  of  its  government. 

British  corn  laws.  We  have  several  times  alluded 
to  the  great  advantages  which  would  result  both  to 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  if  some  modi- 
fication of  the  British  corn  laws  were  made  in  such 
a manner  as  to  give  a preference  to  American 
breadstutfs  above  those  of  other  countries  in  the 
ports  of  England.  The  mutual  relations  existing 
between  the  two  countries,  the  abundance  on  the 
one  hand  of  those  commodities  which  are  most 
wanted  on  the  other,  the  ease  with  which  England 
may  procure  supplies  of  flour  without  incurring  the 
necessity  of  exporting  bullion,  and  the  correspond- 
ing facility  with  which  we  might  pay  off'our  indebt- 
edness— all  point  with  peculiar  force  to  such  an  ar- 
rangement as  the  one  indicated  above.  The  Lon- 
don Sun  in  an  article  on  the  corn  laws  views  the 
subject  in  this  light— and  uses  the  following  lan- 
guaSe:  [American. 

But  while  the  American  farmers  have  been  pining 
for  a market  for  their  preductions— while  their  in- 
debtedness to  us  was  compelling  them  to  export  their 
gold— while  according  to  the  Procornlaw  Post,  they 
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had  no  goods  wherewith  to  pay  for  their  large  im- 1 
ports,  chiefly  from  this  country — they  had  actually 
a surplus  quantity  of  corn,  and  the  manufacturers 
of  Manchester  and  Paisley,  the  makers  of  the  goods 
with  which  the  market  of  America  were  inundated, 
were  actually,  at  the  same  time,  hungering  to  death 
for  that  corn,  but  were  not  able,  in  consequence  of 
our  law,  to  receive  and  consume  it.  When  we  find 
two  nations,  naturally  the  customers  of  each  other, 
one  having  the  products  of  an  advanced  civilization, 
and  the  other  of  a recently  occupied  country,  to 
sell,  mutually  wanting  these  articles,  and  find  them 
prohibited  from  exchanging  them  by  our  corn  law, 
that  law  must  be  denounced  as  a cause  of  agricul- 
tural distress  in  the  United  States,  and  of  manufac- 
turing starvation  in  England. 

It  is  one  consequence  of  the  sliding  scale  of  du- 
ties, as  has  been  well  exemplified  by  the  petition  ol 
the  Liverpool  merchants,  almost  to  prevent  the  im- 
poitation  of  corn  from  the  United  States.  Under 
that  scale  the  markets  vary  so  suddenly  and  so  ex- 
tensively, that  merchants  do  not  like  to  order  corn 
from  a distance,  lest  the  duty,  which  might  be  at 
Is.  when  they  gave  the  order,  should  be  25s.  be- 
fore it  reaches  the  point.  The  present  corn  law  is 
therefore  almost  tantamount  to  a prohibition  of 
a corn  trade  with  America,  and  is  plainly  charge- 
able with  a part  of  thatdistress  amongst  the  Ameri- 
can agriculturists  of  which  the  New  York  paper 
complains.  The  bounty  of  a most  gracious  Provi- 
dence, which,  conferring  abundance  on  our  neigh- 
bors, might  have  been  a blessing  to  our  suffering 
and  starving  manufacturers,  is  made,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  laws,  a curse  to  both.  The  American 
farmers  cannot  buy  (heir  cloths  and  hardware — they 
are  not  allowed  to  buy  the  American  farmers’  flour; 
and  both  experiencing  suffering,  disappointment 
and  distress,  become  a prey  to  those  angry  feelings 
which  break  out  into  great  crimes,  and  perhaps 
can  only  be  soothed  by  some  bloody  strife. 

FRANCE. 

Steamers.  “Several  deputies  and  merchants  of 
the  Gironde,”  says  the  Courrier  Francois,  “have  had 
a conference  with  the  president  of  the  council  on 
the  subject  of  the  lines  of  the  trans- Atlantic  steamers 
Bordeaux  will  be  contented  to  divide  the  advan- 
tages with  Havre,  taking  for  her  share  of  the  com- 
munications the  Antilles,  Mexico  and  S.  America, 
leaving  to  her  rival  N.  York  and  the  whole  of  N. 
America,  M.  Thiers,  without  entering  into  any  posi- 
tive pledge,  encouraged  the  hope  which  the  principal 
merchants,  of  Bordeaux  found  upon  the  establish- 
ment of  the  proposed  packets,  which  would  restore 
the  commerce  of  the  town  to  all  its  former  vigor.” 

The  Cherbourg  Journal  asserts  that  Ihe  represen- 
tations of  the  commissioners  from  that  port  to  the 
trans-Atlantic  steam  navigation  commission,  ap- 
pointed by  government,  have  not  been  without  ef- 
fect, and  that  “Cherbourg  will  obtain,  when  the 
steamers  to  America  are  established,  the  advan- 
tages which  its  unique  position  entitles  it  to.” 

Cocole.  The  Courrier  Francois  states  that  a con- 
siderable number  of  the  cattle  brought  to  Paris  for 
the  consumption  of  the  capital,  are  now  affected 
with  the  cocote,  a disease  that  appears  in  the  feet, 
and,  by  the  irritation  which  it  causes,  affects  the 
general  health  of  the  animal.  It  is  remarked  that 
those  coining  from  the  southern  parts  of  France  are 
principally  subject  to  this  complaint,  and  the  dro- 
vers say  that  no  symptoms  of  it  appear  until  the 
beasts  arrive  at  Orleans.  The  cattle  from  Nor- 
mandy are  free  from  it.  The  Moniteur  Parisien 
says,  in  reference  to  the  above,  that  it  has  made  in- 
quiry, and  finds  that  the  malady  with  which  the 
cattle  of  some  of  the  departments  have  been  for  some 
months  affected,  and  to  which  the  name  of  pieta.in 
or  cocote  has  been  given,  is  the  same  that  existed 
last  year  at  the  same  period  in  other  parts  of  France. 
Since  its  apperance  the  authorities  and  the  conseil 
de  Salubrite  have  been  unceasing  in  vigilance,  and 
have  discovered  nothing  of  a nature  to  excite  the 
slightest  uneasiness  as  to  the  quality  of  the  meat 
which  has  been  brought  to  market. 

Law.  Two  new  public  courses  of  lectures  are 
about  to  be  opened  in  the  faculty  of  law  at  Paris, 
one  on  the  theory  of  punishments,  the  other  on  the 
origin  of  French  law. 

Battery.  M.  Jozin,  a veteran  officer,  who  has 
already  obtained  patents  for  several  valuable  inven- 
tions, is  said  to  have  recently  presented  to  the 
minister  of  war  two  of  a new  kind;  one  is  a species 


| of  moveable  block-house,  ball  proof,  with  loop-holes 
for  firing,  capable  of  aflording  shelter  to  a great 
number  of  men.  It  may  be  made  effectual  in  re- 
treats and  other  cases,  where  a small  body  may  have 
to  contend  with  a superior  force.  The  second  in- 
vention is  a train  of  musketry  capable  of  discharg- 
ing 1,500  balls  in  an  hour.  One  man  can  hold  the 
barrels,  which  are  of  large  bore,  all  at  once,  and  can 
at  will  give  each  barrel  separately  any  direction  re- 
quired. The  models  may  be  seen  at  the  inventor’s, 
14  Quai  Saint  Paul. 

Duelling.  The  higher  classes  of  Parisian  society 
have  been  a good  deal  excited  within  the  last  few 
days  by  two  trials  for  duels,  both  of  principals  and 
seconds,  in  conformity  to  the  law  which  punishes 
duelling  as  an  offence  per  se,  without  reference  to 
its  residts,  except  in  admeasuring  the  penalty  in 
proportion  to  the  evil  done;  in  neither  case  did  the 
immediate  cause  of  quarrel  come  out;  but  in  both, 
the  whole  mass,  seconds  and  principals,  were  con- 
demned to  greater  or  lesser  penalties.  The  first 
was  between  two  gentlemen  in  the  post  office,  the 
other  at  the  head  ot  one  in  the  ministry  of  finance, 
and  their  seconds,  and  they  were  sentenced  to  the 
following  punishments,  though  no  great  mischief 
had  been  done: — One  principal  wtio  had  been 
wounded,  to  one  month  s imprisonment,  and  a fine 
of  100  francs.  The  other,  who  had  not  been 
wounded,  to  four  months  imprisonment,  and  a fine 
of  200  francs;  the  seconds  to  six  days  imprison- 
ment and  a fine  of  50  francs. 

In  the  second  case,  between  the  marquis  de  Ro- 
vigo,  a descendant  of  Savary’s  and  M.  de  Saint 
Pierre  both  moving  in  the  highest  circles,  the  mar- 
quis de  Rovigo  was  condemned  to  eight  months 
imprisonment,  and  500  francs  fine;  his  opponent  to 
one  month’s  imprisonment,  and  a fine  of  50  francs; 
three  of  the  seconds  to  six  days  imprisonment  each, 
and  a fine  of  50  francs;  and  the  fourth,  the  baron 
de  Bazancourt,  in  consequence  of  his  having  been 
to  seek  fresh  weapons,  after  one  of  the  coinpatanl’s 
swords  had  been  broken,  to  six  months  imprison- 
ment, and  a fine  of  400  francs.  All  the  parties  had 
appealed  against  the  judgment. 

Subterranean  village.  “Accident,”  says  the  Pro- 
gres  du  pas  de  Calais,  “has  just  brought  to  light  an 
ancient  subterranean  village  in  the  Commune  of 
Hermies,  near  Bapamne.  During  the  late  heavy 
rains  a considerable  land  slip  took  place,  leaving  an 
immense  chasm,  into  which  some  of  the  young  men 
of  Hermies,  with  more  courage  than  prudence,  de- 
scended by  means  of  ladders  to  the  depth  of  about 
30  yards.  Great  was  their  astonishment  on  finding 
themselves  in  the  midst  of  streets  bordered  by  cells 
and  chambers,  which  evidently  had  been  formerly 
inhabited.  The  streets  are  wide  enough  for  a vehicle 
to  pass — and  the  chambers,  which  are  of  different 
sizes,  amount,  according  to  the  exaggerated  state- 
ments of  the  explorers,  to  1,400  or  1,500.  They  were 
particularly  struck  by  a winding  staircase,  which 
they  descended,  and  at  length  discovered  that  it 
reached  the  bottom  of  the  tower  of  the  church  at 
Hermies,  into  which  they  soon  made  a way.  In 
continuing  the  progress  of  their  researches  the  can- 
dles they  had  with  them  were  extinguished  by  the 
foulness  of  the  air,  and  they  were  forced  to  retreaL 
On  reaching  the  spot  where  they  descended,  one  of 
the  party  was  missing.  His  companions,  though 
without  any  light,  returned  in  search  of  him,  and 
discovered  him  fallen  into  a well  20  yards  deep. — 
They  succeeded  in  getting  him  out,  but  with  one 
leg  broken,  and  nearly  suffocated.” 

AUSTRIA. 

Military  movements.  A letter  from  Vienna,  in  the 
German  Journal  of  Frankfort,  states  that  the  Aus- 
trian government  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  send- 
ing troops  to  the  provinces  of  the  Danube,  in  order 
to  keep  pace  with  the  preparations  of  Russia  and  the 
two  maritime  powers. 

Bank.  The  Hungarian  diet  has  petitioned  the 
emperor  to  name  a deputation  to  draw  up  a law  for 
establishing  a Hungarian  national  bank. 

Cuvier.  The  senate  of  the  university  of  Pesth, 
wishing  to  encourage  the  study  of  natural  history  in 
Hungary,  ha3  resolved  to  publish  at  its  own  expense 
a translation  of  Cuvier’s  works  in  the  Hungarian 
language.  The  archduke  Palatine  has  made  known 
this  intention  to  the  emperor,  who  has  ordered  25,000 
francs  from  the  fund  for  the  encouragement  of  litera- 
ture and  arts  in  Hungary,  to  be  given  in  aid  of  this 
purpose  to  the  university. 
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Old  age.  There  is  at  present  living  at  Prague  a 
man  aged  120,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and 
with  the  use  of  all  his  faculties.  He  has  been  a ba- 
ker eighty-nine  years.  He  is  still  lond  of  singing, 
and  walks  half  a league  every  day. 

“ Charily  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind.”  The  Isra- 
elites in  the  town  of  Rosemberg,  in  Prussian  Sile- 
sia, says  a letter  from  Berlin,  having  learned  that  the 
building  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  that  place  was 
stopped  for  want  of  funds,  subscribed  the  amount 
required  for  its  completion,  and  observed,  in  a note 
which  accompanied  the  gift,  that  they  ardently  de- 
sired to  see  an  end  put  to  all  religious  prejudice  and 
intolerance,  in  order  that  men  of  all  religions  might 
aid  each  other  as  brothers. 

BELGIUM. 

Mrs.  Fry  has  addressed  to  the  king  of  the  Belgians 
a memoir,  containing  the  results  of  her  observations 
upon  the  prisons  and  charitable  establishments  in 
that  kingdom.  This  document  has  been  most  gra- 
ciously received  by  his  majesty. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Emigration  to  America.  The  Gazette  de  Metz: — 
“The  rage  of  emigration, which  for  several  years  past 
has  been  depopulating  Bavaria,  the  grand  duchy  of 
Baden  and  part  of  Alsace,  has  at  length  reached  our 
department  (the  Moselle).  Last  year  a great  many 
families  from  the  cantons  of  Bitche  and  Yolmunster 
took  their  departure  for  the  new  world,  and  last  week 
forty  more  families,  reckoning  together  about  200  in- 
dividuals, left  this  part  of  the  country  for  the  United 
States.” 

RUSSIA. 

St.  Petersburg.  The  following  is  from  the  State 
Gazette  of  Prussia:  “Of  the  476,386  inhabitants  of 
St.  Petersburg,  there  are  200,000  more  women  than 
men.  There  are  in  the  capital  1,123  ecclesiastics; 
1,232  general  officers;  12,474  foreigners;  and  238 
actors  and  actresses.  The  number  of  houses  is 
8,665,  of  which  5,405  are  built  of  wood.  There 
are  41  chemists,  4 foundling  hospitals,  6 charitable 
institutions,  33  government  and  37  private  printing 
offices;  2,572  shops,  and  of  these  181  are  milliners 
and  dress  makers,  38  confectioners,  92  taverns,  and 
191  bakers.  There  are  4,411  street  lamps,  of 
which  144  are  lighted  by  gas;  304  police  stations; 
about  8,000  carriages,  11,000  hackney  coaches,  and 
36,000  horses.” 

Loan.  The  Hamburgh  correspondent  states,  on 
the  authority  of  a letter  from  Berlin,  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  contract  a loan 
with  the  houses  of  Stieglifz,  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Franckel,  of  Warsaw,  and  Hope,  of  Amsterdam, 
had  not  been  realized,  the  Russian  minister  of  finan- 
ces having  expressed  his  opinion  against  it  on  the 
ground  that  the  high  price  of  Russian  funds  in 
Europe  rendered  the  assistance  of  any  stock  ex- 
change speculators  unnecessary,  and  that  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  open  books  in  the  different  capitals 
of  the  continent  to  receive  the  subscriptions,  in  or- 
der to  raise  all  the  money  that  is  wanted. 

Khan  of  C/iiva.  It  is  stated  by  general  Gens,  of 
St.  Petersburg,  in  a recent  memorial,  that  the  pre- 
sent khan  of  Chiva  never  quits  his  palace  in  the 
day  time,  except  on  Fridays,  when  he  goes  to  the 
mosque,  but  takes  horse  exercise  during  the  night, 
either  in  his  gardens  or  in  the  town.  Every  morn- 
ing the  aksakan,  or  white  beards,  come  to  make 
their  court  to  him,  and  he  then  enters  upon  busi- 
ness with  them.  His  women  never  leave  their 
chambers  during  the  day,  but  in  the  evening  are  at 
liberty  to  visit  their  relations,  being  carried  in  a 
species  of  wagon.  The  khan’s  palace  is  guarded 
by  the  brother  of  the  kusih  beji,  the  prime  minis- 
ter, who  has  under  him  fifteen  men,  seated  in  a 
guard  room  at  the  entrance  of  the  palace.  A sen- 
tinel is  always  stationed  at  (he  principal  gate,  and 
two  others  at  the  door  of  a prison  in  which  only 
grandees  are  confined,  and  whom  the  khan  gene- 
rally causes  to  be  strangled  by  his  Russian  slaves. 

AFRICA. 

The  commerce  of  Africa.  The  trade  of  Africa 
is  beginning  to  be  looked  upon  as  quite  important. 
It  is  stated  on  competent  authority,  that  of  the  sin- 
gle article  of  palm  oil,  the  value  of  over  $7,000,000 
has  been  imported  into  England  from  Africa  in  a 
single  year.  Camphor  wood,  which  is  worth  $90 
person,  can  be  obtained  in  abundance  at  Liberia. 
A letter  in  the  Merchant’s  Magazine,  states  that 
as  soon  as  roads  are  cut  into  the  inferior,  ivory, 
gold  dust,  and  many  other  valuable  articles,  may 
be  obtained  in  abundance  for  the  purposes  of  trade 
and  traffic. 

ASIA. 

From  Manilla.  The  barque  Brighton,  captain 
Dorr,  arrived  at  Boston  on  Saturday,  from  Manilla, 
having  left  the  7th  January.  Captain  Dorr  reports 
that  the  opium  trade  was  carried  on  from  Manilla 
to  the  east  coast  of  China.  Three  vessels  sailed  in 
December,  with  over  1,000  chests.  One  just  ar- 


rived with  1,200,  and  others  were  on  their  passage 
and  expected  soon.  One  had  some  hundred  chests 
to  deliver  at  Hong  Kriog. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Spanish  government 
were  about  seeking  redress  lor  a Spanish  brig, 
burnt  by  the  Chinese. 

The  Brighton  spoke  on  the  5th  of  March,  a Port- 
land slave  brig  with  600  slaves  on  board — a prize 
to  a British  sloop  of  war,  captured  off  Mozambique. 

Pondicherry  hurricane.  The  Temps  publishes  ac- 
counts from  Pondicherry  of  22d  January,  and  from 
Yanaon,  a French  factory  about  250  miles  along 
the  coast  from  that  city,  up  to  7th  December, 
which  contain  numerous  details  of  the  dreadful 
hurricane  and  inundation  of  the  sea  on  that  coast, 
mentioned  by  us  a short  time  since.  They  coin- 
cide in  stating  the  force  of  the  wind  to  have  been 
such  as  had  never  before  been  witnessed  there,  and 
the  inroad  of  the  sea  as  dreadful  beyond  descrip- 
tion. Upwards  of  10,000  corpses  had  been  found, 
but  many  thousands  more  had,  no  doubt,  been 
washed  away.  So  many  bodies  lying  unburied 
had  caused  a pestilence,  and  the  condition  of  the 
survivors,  who  had  lost  most  of  their  property,  was 
exceedingly  distressing.  The  British  authorities 
and  settlers  had  shown  the  greatest  kindness  to  the 
French  sufferers;  but  the  factory  and  the  town  of 
Yanaon,  which  alone  had  lost  1,500  inhabitants, 
could  not  recover  from  such  a calamity  for  a great 
many  years. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Peru,  Bolivia  and  Chili.  The  expeditionary  ar- 
my of  Chili,  under  command  of  general  Bulnes, 
arrived  at  Valparaiso  in  December  from  Lima,  leav- 
ing general  Gamarra  as  the  president  of  Peru.  The 
constitution  of  this  republic  had  been  adopted  and 
promulged  by  the  congress  of  Huancavo.  General 
Gamarra,  in  his  message  to  the  congress,  says  that 
the  treaties  made  by  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  with  general  Santa  Cruz,  as  president  of  the 
Peru  Bolivian  confederation,  will  not  be  recognised 
by  the  government  of  Peru.  [Globe. 

Straits  of  Magellan.  In  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  of  last  Thursday  there  is  a long  and  in- 
teresting official  letter  from  lieutenant  Bigelow', 
commanding  the  U.  S.  schooner  Shark,  in  which  he 
gives  an  account  of  his  passage  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific,  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan.  It 
was  a long,  tedious  and  a dangerous  passage,  the 
wind  blowing  most  of  the  time  with  great  violence, 
and  chiefly  from  the  westward.  The  schooner  was 
in  the  Straits  33  days  and  12  hours;  under  way  184 
hours,  including  7 nights;  and  at  anchor  520  hours, 
including  26  nights. 

The  conclusions  at  which  lieutenant  Bigelow  ar- 
rives are,  that  for  small  vessels  the  passage  from 
west  to  east  is  preferable  to  going  round  the  cape, 
but  that  for  large  vessels  the  passage  either  way  is 
not  advisable — that  is,  either  from  west  to  east  or 
from  east  to  W'est. 

The  following  incident  is  described  as  varying  the 
monotony  of  the  passage. 

In  the  afternoon,  (December  27),  being  abreast 
of  Cape  Tamar,  discovered  a sail  to  NW.  near  the 
Patagonian  shore,  becalmed;  and, shortly  afterward, 
a boat  coming  from  her  toward  us.  She  proved  to 
be  the  schooner  Lagrange,  of  Stonnington,  Conn. 
Briggs,  master,  90  tons  burthen,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Stonnington,  tenderto  the  three-mast- 
ed schooner  Bolton,  a whaling  vessel  belonging  to 
Stonnington  also.  The  master  stated  that  the  La- 
grange had  been  out  four  years  from  the  United 
States;  that  3he  was  formerly  tender  to  the  ship 
Calypso,  which  vessel  had  completed  her  cargo  of 
oil  at  Port  Desire,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  and 
returned  home;  and  that  he  had  then  engaged  as  ten- 
der to  the  Bolton,  and  had  sailed  with  her  about  four 
months  since  from  Port  Desire,  with  the  intention 
of  whaling  for  a time  at  St.  Croix  and  Gallegos 
rivers,  and  then  to  come  into  the  strait;  that  shortly 
after  leaving  Port  Desire,  they  encountered  a heavy 
gale,  since  which  he  had  seen  nothing  of  the  Bolton, 
and  supposed  she  was  lost;  he  had  been  to  St.  Croix 
and  Gallegos  rivers,  and  then  came  into  the  strait, 
where  he  had  been  for  two  months  past,  subsisting 
on  muscles  and  limpets,  the  provisions  for  the 
voyage  having  been  on  board  of  the  Bolton;  that  he 
had  not  dared  to  leave  the  strait,  to  get  either  to 
Chiloe  or  the  Falkland  Islands,  for  fear  of  starving, 
and  their  only  hope  was  to  fall  in  with  a passing, 
vessel  to  supply  them.  I directed  a supplv  of  pro- 
visions, sufficient  for  20  days,  to  be  furnished  them, 
(seven  in  number)  which  we  could  ill  spare,  being 
ourselves  on  reduced  allowance,  and  from  the  ex- 
perience we  had  had,  liable  to  be  kept  still  an  inde- 
finite time  in  the  strait.  We  furnished  them  also 
with  powder,  as  they  had  a fowling  piece  and  shot 
on  board.  As  the  wind  was  still  from  the  westward, 
and  his  vessel  dull,  the  master  decided  rather  to  run 
back  for  the  FalldandTslands,  w here  he  thought  he 
might  fall. in  with  some  whaling  vessel  who  would 


employ  him,  and  furnish  him  with  supplies,  than  to 
accept  of  the  protection  which  I offered  him,  if  he 
would  keep  company  with  us;  and  as  soon  as  he 
returned  on  boaid,  he  bore  up  and  stood  to  the  east- 
ward. 

Yucatan.  Since  the  establishment  of  federalism 
in  Yucatan,  every  item  of  information  relative  to 
that  peninsula  will  be  read  with  inteiest.  It  is  a 
part  of  Mexico  that  has  been  hitherto  very  little 
known.  Its  obscurity  is  owing  to  the.  insignificant 
figure  which  it  has  made  on  the  theatre  of  Mexican 
affairs.  Now,  however,  since  the  peninsula  assumes 
the  federal  system,  takes  an  independent  attitude, 
and  threatens  to  form  a separate  republic  Within 
itself,  the  public  curiosity  is  awakened  to  know 
something  of  the  resources  of  a country,  and  the 
condition  of  a people,  that  promises  to  play  so  im- 
portant a part  in  the  world  of  politics.  A letter 
from  Yucatan,  published  in  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce,  gives  some  particulars  on  this  subject 
that  are  quite  novel  to  us.  Until  reading  the  ac- 
count, we  had  no  just  notion  of  the  great  capabili- 
ties of  that  province.  The  population  amounts  to 
about  half  a million.  The  habits  of  the  people  are 
agricultural.  They  aie  scattered  over  a vast  region, 
fertile  and  productive,  and  considering  the  heat  of 
the  climate,  enjoying  a remarkable  degree  of  salu- 
brity. The  climate  of  Yucatan  is  exempt  in  a great 
measure  from  the  diseases  incident  to  that  latitude. 
The  industry,  energy  and  activity  of  the  inhabi- 
tants is  remarkable,  and  indeed  uparalleled  for 
Mexicans — but  thus  far  the  tariff  arid  anti-commer- 
cial regulations  of  the  government  have  stood  in 
their  way  and  paralyzed  exertion. 

In  mineial  resources,  Yucatan  cannot  compare 
with  Zacatecas,  Guanajuato,  and  other  states.  But 
to  compensate  for  the  absence  of  rich  ores,  the  pe- 
ninsula is  well  stocked  with  other  products  of  great 
value.  At  every  step  may  be  found  the  well  known 
catnpeachy  logwood,  very  fine  timber,  tobacco, 
hemp,  indigo,  &cc.  In  addition  to  these,  coffee  and 
sugar  cane,  which  are  already  beginning  to  be  cul- 
tivated, will  be,  as  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  great  and 
inexhaustible  sources  of  wealth.  It  is  astonishing 
to  see,  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan, to  the  extent  of  900 
miles,  the  abundant  supply  of  salt.  It  would  seem 
as  if  there  were  mines  without  number.  The  na- 
tive population,  a model  of  honesty,  docile  and  la- 
borious, are  the  right  sort  of  stuff  out  of  which 
republicans  should  be  made.  Among  them,  the  old 
Spanish  notions  are  less  inveterate  than  elsewhere, 
and  there  is  a greater  disposition  to  adopt  the  im- 
provements of  the  age,  without  danger  of  being 
thwarted  by  the  baneful  influence  of  superstition. 
Now,  in  contemplation  of  these  resources,  it  is  easy 
to  perceive,  that  the  state  of  Yacatan  will  not  mere- 
ly seek  a separation  from  Mexico  till  this  or  that 
form  of  government  is  adopted — but  that  it  will  en- 
deavor to  establish  for  itself  a distinct  existence; 
and  perhaps  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will 
stand  forth  among  the  nations  an  independent 
republic.  The  means  of  extending  its  navigation, 
arid  opening  commercial  relations  with  foreign  na- 
tions, are  amply  furnished  by  a sea  coast  of  nine 
hundred  miles,  a country  abounding  in  the  products 
of  a tropical  latitude,  and  a population  industrious, 
intelligent  and  enterprising.  There  are  countries 
of  more  limited  extent,  and  smaller  means  of  pros- 
perity, which  have  raised  themselves  to  a wonder- 
ful height  of  greatness.  In  Yucatan,  a suitable  ba- 
sis has  been  laid  for  the  establishment  of  polititical 
liberty — the  elements  of  a great  republic  are  there, 
and  were  that  province  to  sever  from  Mexico,  take 
the  direction  other  own  affairs,  and  assume  the  at- 
titude of  an  independent  and  sovereign  state,  the 
effort  would  no  doubt  be  crowned  with  success, 
and  result  not  only  in  her  own  emancipation,  but 
that  of  her  sister  states  from  the  thraldom  of  politi- 
cal and  religious  despotism  that  now  holds  Mexico 
in  chains  and  in  darkness.  [1Y.  O.  Bulletin. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president — By  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

William  Marvin,  to  be  judge  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida. 

Vinton  Butler,  of  Forida,  to  be  district  attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  West  Florida, 
in  the  place  of  George  Walker,  resigned. 

J.  G.  Searcy,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  middle  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  S. 
W.  Duvall,  deceased. 

Charles  F.  Ryan,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  port  of  Copenhagen,  in  the  place  of  Charles 
J.  Hambro,  resigned. 

James  E.  Freeman,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of 
the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Ancona,  in  the 
Roman  States. 

Wade  H.  Greening,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Sparta,  Alabama,  from  14th  May,  1840,  when  his 
present  commission  will  expire. 
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Benjamin  Bythwood,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  vice  David  Turner,  re- 
moved. 

Nathan  Bardin,  surveyor  of  the  revenue  at  Bris- 
tol, Rhode  Island,  vice  Allen  Wardwell,  deceased. 

Geo.  Forbes,  surveyor  of  the  revenue  at  Wheel- 
ing, Virginia,  vice  Jefferson  L.  Sangston,  resigned. 

John  French,  surveyor  of  the  revenue  at  New 
London,  Connecticut,  from  2 1st  June,  1S40,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Postmaster  general.  To  the  public.  Finding 
it  impossible,  in  consequence  of  enfeebled  health, 
to  perform  the  duties  of  postmaster  general  in  a sa- 
tisfactory manner,  I have  resigned  that  office,  to  take 
effect  as  soon  as  my  successor  can  be  appointed. 

Not  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  accumulate 
wealth  in  a public  office,  I am  under  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  such  private  employment  as  is  suit- 
ed to  my  strength  and  condition,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  a considerable  fa- 
mily. 

A few  hours  each  day  devoted  to  the  pen,  leav- 
ing an  abundance  of  time  for  relaxation  and  exer- 
cise, I have  found  by  experience,  from  the  excite- 
ment of  composition,  to  be  rather  conducive  to 
health  than  injurious,  and  this  is  the  occupation, 
above  all  others  most  agreeable  to  my  taste  and  my 
present  inclination. 

Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  have  kindly  offered  me 
the  profits  of  such  subscriptions  to  the  extra  Globe 
for  the  present  season,  as  may  be  raised  on  my  ac- 
count, and  I have  consented  to  contribute  to  it  un- 
til November  next,  if  such  a number  of  subscribers 
shall  be  obtained  as  will  warrant  that  step. 

I am  the  more  inclined  to  this  devotion  of  my 
time  from  a desire  to  prevent  any  misconstruction 
of  the  motives  which  have  led  to  my  resignation. — 
I wish  to  satisfy  the  whole  world  that  no  dissatis- 
faction with  the  president  or  his  administration,  no 
indisposition  to  render  it  the  utmost  support  in  my 

ower,  no  distrust  of  its  measures  or  its  designs, 

as  had  any  effect  in  determining  me  to  prefer  a 
private  to  a public  station.  On  the  contrary,  my 
confidence  in  the  president,  in  his  integrity,  his 
principles,  and  his  firmness,  have  increased  from 
the  day  I was  first  officially  associated  with  him; 
my  relations  with  every  member  of  his  cabinet  have 
been  uniformly  of  a most  friendly  character,  and 
my  devotion  to  the  great  measures  which  have 
been,  and  still  are,  sustained  by  the  administration 
knows  no  abatement.  The  leading  principles  avow- 
ed by  the  president  I look 'upon  as  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  liberty  and  a government  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  if  I had  supposed  that  my  resignation  could 
endanger  their  success,  I should  have  clung  to  of- 
fice as  I would  to  life. 

As  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  are  made, 
proposals,  with  a more  extended  address,  will  be 
presented  to  the  friends  of  the  administration. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

May  11,  1840. 

Convictions  for  violation  of  the  neu- 
trality law.  Rensselaer  Van  Rensselaer,  was 
sentenced  to  six  months  imprisonment  and  fined 
$250,  to  stand  imprisoned  until  the  fine  be  paid. — 
It  having  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  he  is  whol- 
ly unable  to  pay  the  fine,  the  president  has  remitted 
the  same. 

William  Lyon  Mackenzie,  was  sentenced  to  eigh- 
teen months  imprisonment  from  the  20th  of  June 
last  and  $10  fine.  The  residue  of  his  punishment 
has,  we  understand,  been  also  remitted  by  the  pre- 
sident. [ Albany  Argus. 

Pilot  law.  A bill  has  been  introduced  into 
congress,  repealing  the  act  by  which  Jersey  pilots 
are  permitted  to  take  charge  of  vessels  in  N.  York 
harbor. 

Public  lands.  The  bill  which  lately  passed 
the  senate  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  provides  that  all  lands 
which  remain  unsold  after  being  five  years  in  the 
market  shall,  after  December  1,  1S40,  be  entered  at 
one  dollar  per  acre,  and  that  all  lands  remaining 
unsold  for  15  years  shall  be  entered  at  75  cents  per 
acre.  No  one  is  allowed  to  purchase  more  than  a 
half  section  at  these  rates.  It  was  urged  in  support 
of  the  bill  that  its  provisions  would  affect  only  re- 
fuse lands,  and  such  as  could  not  find  purchasers  at 
the  usual  prices.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  with  that 
adherence  to  just  views  which  has  eyer  characters- 
od  his  course  in  reference  to  the  public  lands, 
showed  that  there  were  upwards  of  70  millions  of 
acres  to  be  affected  by  the  bill— and  that  these 
lands,  in  proportion  as  settlements  were  made  con- 
tiguous, would  become  valuable,  and  might  easilv, 
in  time,  command  the  present  minimum  price.  If 


disposed  of  according  to  the  bill,  the  loss  to  the 
treasury  would  be  serious,  and  if  thrown  in  large 
masses  into  market  at  such  low  rates,  vast  tracts 
would  inevitably  fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
who  would,  thus,  notonly  enrich  themselves  at  the 
expense  both  of  the  government  and  the  settlers, 
but  by  holding  out  for  high  prices  they  would  throw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  settlements,  and  retard 
the  advance  of  population  in  the  new  states. 

This  bill  is  quite  a distinct  one  from  the  propo- 
sition offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  which  proposed  to  cede  to  the  several 
new  states  all  the  public  lands  lying  within  their  re- 
spective limits  on  condition  of  their  paying  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  into  the  national  trea- 
sury. This  wholesale  surrender  of  the  public  do- 
main will  find,  we  hope,  few  advocates.  The  vast 
regions  of  national  territory  in  the  west,  constitut- 
ing a rich  inheritance  owned  in  common  by  all  the 
states,  is  held  by  as  just  a right  as  the  property  of 
an  individual.  There  can  be  shown  no  legitimate 
claim  by  which  one  state  or  any  particular  number 
of  states  can  appropriate  to  themselves  what  of  right 
belongs  to  the  whole  confederacy.  As  to  the  bill 
recently  passed  in  the  senate,  it  seems  to  be  an  un- 
necessary act,  which  will  cause  loss  to  the  treasury 
without  accomplishing  any  great  good  except  to 
speculators.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  most  indif- 
ferent of  the  lands  now  in  the  market  wiil  become 
valuable  in  due  time,  and  they  may  as  well  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  government  until  then  as  to  be 
in  the  possession  of  persons  who  purchase  to  sell 
again,  and  who  will  probably  exact  of  the  bona  fide 
settler  a larger  price  than  the  ordinary  government 
rate.  [ Bal . Amer. 

Census  of  the  United  States.  The  persons 
appointed  to  take  the  sixth  census,  or  enumeration 
oi  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  are  to  com- 
mence the  performance  of  their  duties  on  the  first 
day  of  Juneensui.ng.  In  order  to  facilitate  as  much 
as  possible  the  prosecution  of  this  important  duty, 
the  citizens  are  requested  to  be  prepared  to  answer 
the  different  interrogatories  which  will  be  put  to 
them.  These  interrogatories  will  have  reference 
to  the  age,  sex,  (both  white  and  colored)  and  the 
total  number  of  each  family,  on  the  first  day  of 
June,  1840,  including  those  who  might  have  been 
occasionally  absent;  as  also  the  business  or  occupa- 
tion in  which  such  persons  were  employed;  the 
number  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  blind,  whe- 
ther supported  at  public  or  private  charge. 

Additional  interrogatories  will  be  put  in  relation 
to  agriculture,  mines,  manufactures,  commerce,  8cc. 
with  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  respec- 
tive persuits,  the  amount  of  capital  invested,  and 
such  other  information  as  will  exhibit  a “full  view 
of  the  persuits,  industry,  education  and  resources 
of  the  district.” 

Extract  from  the  act  of  congress  for  taking  the 
sixth  census: 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  person  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age,  whe- 
ther heads  of  families  or  not,  belonging  to  any  fa- 
mily within  any  division,  district  or  territory,  made 
or  established  wittiin  the  United  States,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  obliged  to  render  to  the  assistant  of 
the  division,  if  required,  a true  account,  to  the  best 
of  his  or  her  knowledge,  of  every  person  belonging 
to  such  family  respectively,  according  to  the  seve- 
ral descriptions  aforesaid, on  pain  ot  forfeiting  twen- 
ty dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  ac- 
tion of  debt,  by  such  assistant;  the  one-half  to  his 
own  use  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Convention  of  tobaxco  growers.  This 
convention,  which  assembled  at  Washington  on  the 
1st  inst.  was  attended  by  delegates  from  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Kentucky  and  the  other  tobacco  growing 
states.  Governor  Sprigg,  of  Maryland,  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention,  Mr.  Benjamin  Jones, 
of  Petersburg,  Va.  vice  president,  Mr.  J.  S.  Skin- 
ner, of  this  city,  was  appointed  secretary,  and  Mr. 
J.  Mercer,  of  Maryland,  assistant  secretary. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Bowie,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  and  recommend  such  measure^  as  might 
be  deemed  expedient  to  be  adopted  by  the  conven- 
tion, made  a report  embodying  some  interesting 
statistical  items  furnished  by  Mr.  Joshua  Dodge, 
late  government  agent  in  Europe, 'add  containing  a 
series  of  resolutions,  which,  after  some  discussion, 
were  adopted  by  the  convention. 

The  tliyee  countries  of  Europe  to  which  the 
largest  amounts  of  American  tobacco  are  exported 
are  Great  Britain,  Holland  arid  France.  In  the 
peats  of  Holland  very  moderate  duties  are  levied, 
the  impost  being  -124  dents  per  100  llja.  for  Virgi- 
nia and  144  for  Maj-yfand  tobacco.  The  only  thing 
to  be  complained  of  in  this  case  is  that  a discrimina- 
tion is  made  unfavorable  to  Maryland,, jwid.al.*o  that 


tobacco  from  other  quarters,  such  as  the  East  In- 
dies, Brazil,  &c.  are  admitted  at  still  lower  rates 
than  the  American  article.  Belgium  imposes  a 
duty  ot  26$ cents  on  Maryland  tobacco  and  Ameri- 
can stems,  and  234  cents  on  Virginia.  The  annual 
direct  exportation  of  American  tobacco  to  Great 
Britain  averaged  for  the  last  three  years  28,773 
hogsheads,  of  which  about  18,000  hogsheads  were 
annually  consumed  in  that  country.  The  duty  le- 
vied by  Great  Britain  is  enormous,  being3  shillings 
or  72|  cents  per  lb.  yieldinga  revenue  of  seventeen 
millions  of  dollars.  In  connection  with  this  state- 
ment, the  report,  as  first  submitted  by  the  commit- 
tee, says: 

Great  Britain  should  take  into  consideration  that 
there  is  no  duty  levied  in  the  United  States  on  any 
of  her  produce  or  manufactures  which  can  in  any 
manner  be  compared  with  the  enormous  duty  of 
72|  cents  per  lb.  or  over  800  per  cent,  on  our  to- 
baccos; [and  that  this  duly  weighing  particularly 
heavy  on  those  sections  of  our  country  which  have 
been  the  most  favorably  disposed  to  a low  rate  of 
duties  in  the  United  States,  and  it  certainly  be- 
comes an  important  question  for  Great  Britain  to 
take  into  serious  consideration  whether  she  can  ex- 
pect that  those  sections  of  our  country  will  conti- 
nue to  be  favorably  disposed  to  low  rates  of  duties 
on  British  produce  and  manufactures  should  the 
government  of  that  country  continue  to  levy  such 
an  enormous  duty  on  one  of  the  principal  staples  of 
American  industry]. 

The  words  in  brackets  were  afterwards  stricken 
out  after  some  debate. 

In  France  the  duties  on  American  tobacco  are 
very  heavy — as  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  in 
1837  the  monopoly  of  tobacco  produced  to  the 
French  treasury  a nett  profit  of  more  than  eleven 
millions  of  dollars.  As  it  i3  not  stated  what  pro- 
portion of  American  tobacco  enters  into  the  manu- 
factured article  consumed  in  France,  the  best  ap- 
proximation that  can  be  made  estimates  the  re- 
venue derived  by  France  from  American  tobacco 
alone  at  five  and  a half  millions  of  dollars  annually 
— a sum  which  is  believed  to  be  more  than  double 
the  amount  of  revenue  obtained  by  the  U.  States 
from  all  the  importations  of  French  goods  into  this 
country. 

As  a brief  summary  of  the  statements  made  by 
Mr.  Dodge,  all  of  which  are  founded  on  official  do- 
cuments, it  is  said  that  Russia  levies  a duty  of  over 
200  per  cent.;  England  over  800  per  cent.;  in  a great 
part  of  Germany  near  100  per  cent,  on  first  cost;, 
and  France,  Spain,  Italy  and  Austria  derive  enor- 
mous profits  from  their  system  of  monopoly.  It 
may  safely  he  said  that  Europe  levies  a revenue  of 
about  thirty  millions  of  dollars  on  about  one  hun- 
dred thousand  hogsheads  of  American  tobacco,, 
which  cost  in  the  United  States  about  7 millions. 
These  enormous  duties  and  reslrictions  are  of  the 
most  serious  injury  to  our  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial interests;  whilst  the  total  nett  revenue  of  the 
Uniled  States  derived  from  all  articles  of  importa- 
tions from  all  parts  of  the  world,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  foi  the  two 
years  ending  31st  December,  1838,  was  an  average 
of  $16,866,017.  [American. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  recommended 
by  the  committee  and  adopted  by  the  convention: 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  views  with  deep 
regret  and  sense  of  injury,  the  continued  heavy 
burdens  imposed  upon  tobacco  imported  from  the 
United  States  into  foreign  countries  whose  products 
and  manufactures  are  admitted  into  this  country 
entirely  free  of,  or  at  a nominal  duty.  That  this 
inequality  is  at  war  with  that  spirit  of  reciprocity 
by  which  friendly  commercial  nations  should  be 
governed,  and  that  a longer  submission  to  it  by  the 
government  of  the  United  Slates  would  be  unjust 
to  the  tobacco  planters,  destructive  of  their  inte- 
rests, and  evince  a gross  want  of  attention  to  their 
just  remonstances. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  three  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  of  this  convention  to  draught  a 
memorial  to.  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
urging  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  mav  be 
best  calculated  to  effect  a modification  or  repeal  ot 
the  high  duties  and  restiictions  in  foreign  coun- 
tries upon  tobacco  imported  from  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  from  the  tobacco  growing  states  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  use  their  efforts  to 
accomplish  these  objects. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
by  the  president  of  this  convention  to  draft  an  ad- 
dress to  the  tobacco  planters  of  the  United  States  ■ 
setting. forth  their  grievances,  and  urging  them  to 
lose  no  time  in  memoralizing  congress  to  relieve 
them,  so  far  as  that  may  be  done  by  national  legis- 
lation, from  oppressions  already  too  long  endured; : 
and  which,  when  they  are  fully  understood,  cannot, 
jb,e  quietly  submitted  to. 
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Resolved , That  this  convention  recognise  with 
grateful  satisfaction  the  measures  which  have  al- 
ready been  employed,  with  auspicious  effect,  to 
procure  the  adoption  by  foreign  governments  of 
measures  of  just  reciprocity  in  regard  to  the  inte- 
rests represented  by  this  convention,  and  that  they 
entertain  and  hereby  respectfully  express  the  hope 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  perse- 
vere in  its  exertions  to  accomplish  the  reduction  or 
repeal  of  the  heavy  duties  and  restrictions  of  which 
we  complain. 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
convention  be  communicated  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  from  the  tobacco  growing 
states. 

ARMY. 

St.  Augustine,  May  1.  Captain  Holmes,  at  some 
place  west  of  St.  Johns  river,  struck  a trail,  and  af- 
ter following  it  up  some  distance,  and  not  finding 
the  Indians,  suspected  the  Indians  might  be  follow- 
ing him;  he  accordingly  laid  four  men  in  ambush  and 
proceeded  on  with  the  rest  of  his  company;  shortly 
afterwards  two  Indians  came  up,  and  were  fired  on 
by  the  men  in  concealment — killing  one  and  so  bad- 
ly wounding  the  other,  that  he  was  taken. 

We  did  not  learn  the  date  of  the  occurrence, 
though  it  happened  very  recently.  [ Herald . 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor,  dated  Fort  Lau- 
derdale, E.  F.  April  24. 

A most  provoking  and  unexpected  incident  oc- 
curred about  a half  a mile  from  this  post  to-day. 

The  water  in  New  river  becoming  rather  brack- 
ish at  times,  opposite  the  post,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  ascend  the  river,  a short  distance  in  order  to  pro- 
cure fresh.  While  a party  of  five  men  were  per- 
forming this  duty,  in  a small  boat,  they  were  fired 
upon  by  some  Indians,  who  were  concealed  in  a 
mangrove  scrub,  the  marshy  and  usually  inundated 
nature  of  which,  has  always  induced  the  belief  that 
no  human  being  would  ever  undertake  to  enter  it. — 
Three  of  the  men  were  wounded,  the  other  two  es- 
caping unhurt.  Serg’t  Holton,  a man  whose  exem- 
plary  bearing  as  a soldier,  has  always  enlisted  the 
most  exalted  approbation  of  all  under  whom  he  ever 
served,  is  thought  to  be  mortally  wounded,  two  balls 
having  penetrated  his  body  near  the  liver.  The  In- 
dians were  not  seen  by  any  of  the  soldiers,  but  from 
the  number  of  balls  which  took  effect,  there  must 
have  been  at  least  half  a dozen. 

A party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  men  under  captain 
Davidson,  who  commands  this  post,  resorted  with 
the  utmost  promptness  to  the  scrub  in  which  they 
were  concealed,  but  were  unable,  with  all  the  un- 
bounded zeal  which  such  a deed  could  inspire,  to 
overtake  the  sly  and  murderous  rascals,  they  having 
yelled  and  retreated  as  soon  as  their  bloody  design 
was  accomplished.  [ Savannah  Georgian. 

NAVY. 

Marine  hospital.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  the  neatness,  cleanliness  and  comfort 
of  the  marine  hospital  near  that  place,  and  gives  the 
following  as  the  number  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men admitted  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of 
March  last,  was  131,  of  whom  124  have  been  dis- 
charged cured:  six  have  died,  and  four  still  remain. 
The  six  who  died  were  afflicted  as  follows:  apo- 
plexy 2,  billious  fever  2,  tetanus  1,  inflammation  of 
the  lungs  1.  Three  of  the  above  persons  were  bare- 
ly alive  when  brought  to  the  hospital. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Columbia  and  John  Adams  were 
at  Valparaiso,  on  the  8th  February,  where  they  ar- 
rived a few  days  before,  from  Canton,  via  the  Sand- 
wich Islands — these  ships  had  lost  70  mer.  by  the 
cholera  morbus.  Both  vessels  were  to  sail  in  about 
a week,  for  Calloa,  and  from  thence  to  the  United 
States.  The  U.  S.  ship  Falmouth,  and  schooner 
Shark,  had  sailed  for  Callao.  The  Falmouth  would 
sail  for  the  United  States  about  the  20th  of  March. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Cyane  sailed  from  Malaga  on  the 
11th  of  March  for  Montevideo,  officers  and  crew  all 
well. 

The  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  and  frigate 
Brandywine,  were  at  Port  Mahon,  on  the  16th  of 
March,  officers  and  crew  all  well. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  publishes  several 
letters  from  different  vessels  of  war  composing  the 
West  India  squadron,  giving  a somewffiat  Flemish 
account  of  the  sailing  qualities  of  those  vessels.-^ 
The  Macedonian  frigate,  for  instance,  which  is  in 
truth  a new  ship,  though  purporting  to  be  the  Ma- 
cedonian captured  by  Decatur,  is  described  as  “in- 
deed a beast;  one  of  the  most  uncertain  and  slowest 
crafts  in  stays  or  any  evolution”  ever  seen. 

“All  the  West  India  squadron,”  it  is  added,  “save 
the  Levant,  are  all  dull  and  unfit  vessels  for  naval 
purposes.  They  can  neither  overtake  an  equal  or 
inferior,  or  run  away  from  a superior  force.” 

This  condemnation  includes  the  Macedonian  fri- 
gate, and  the  Ontario, Erie  and  Warren,  sloops  of 
war.  The  Levant  is  alone  excepted,  and  she,  it  is 


said,  was  outsailed  with  ease  by  the  British  frigate 
Winchester. 

The  Erie  had  in  confinement  a man  for  the  de- 
liberate murder  of  one  of  his  comrades  near  Vera 
Cruz.  The  civil  authorities  would  doubtless  de- 
mand and  try  him. 

Captain  B.  Kennon  was,  we  are  sorry  to  perceive, 
about  to  relinquish  the  command  of  the  Macedo- 
nian, owing  to  ill  health.  He  is  to  be  succeeded, 
as  the  annexed  orders  show,  by  captain  Rousseau. 

Orders.  Aprils. — Surgeon  D.  Egbert,  detached 
from  W.  I.  squadron,  and  leave  to  return  home. 

Surgeon  S.  W.  Ruff,  ship  Levant,  West  Indies. 

Surgeon  W.  A.  W.  SDottswood,  ship  Warren, 
W.  I. 

April  10. — Surgeon  W.  F.  Patton,  detached  from 
ship  Levant,  and  leave  to  return  home. 

Boatswain  Edward  Cevendy  and  sailmaker  John 
Peed,  receiving  ship  Norfolk. 

Lieutenants  C.  W.  Chauncey,  J.  J.  Boyle,  G. 
M.  Bache,  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Henry  Moor,  S.  C. 
Rowan  and  W.  Chandler;  surgeon  S.  Sharp;  passed 
midshipmen  A.  A.  Holcomb,  D.  F.  Dnlany,  R. 
Bache,  D.  D.  Porter,  O.  H.  Berryman,  C.  P.  Pat- 
terson and  W.  B.  Whiting,  coast  survey  under- 
command  of  lieutenant  T.  R.  Gedney. 

April  11.  P.  mid.  J.  F.  Borden,  depot  of  charts, 
&c. 

April  12.  Capt.  L.  Rousseau,  command  of  frigate 
Macedonian,  vice  capt.  B.  Kennon,  relieved  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  with  leave  to  return  home. 

Passed  mid.  R.  Wainwrighl  and  W.  H.  Ball,  de- 
tached from  coast  survey. 

The  Chronicle  also  says  the  correspondence, 
published  among  the  public  documents  by  con- 
gress, between  the  French  rear  admiral  Baudin  and 
commodore  Shubrick,  relative  to  some  misunder- 
standing about  the  etiquette  of  salutes,  which  oc- 
curred between  these  two  commanders  last  sum- 
mer at  St.  Augustine,  and  had  before  occurred  at 
the  harborol'  Vera  Cruz.  The  moral  of  it  seems 
to  us  very  plain,  that  if  we  intend  that  our  officers 
commanding  squadrons,  shall  be  treated  as  equals 
by  the  commanders  of  the  squadrons  of  other  na- 
tions, we  must  give  them  equal  rank. 

Subordination  at  home,  and  due  consideration 
abroad,  both,  in  our  judgment,  call  for  the  creation 
in  our  service,  of  the  rank  of  rear  admiral. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  convened  at  Newport 
on  Wednesday  last,  and  adjourned  on  Friday  even- 
ing, to  meet  again  at  the  same  place  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  June.  On  counting  the  votes  for  gov- 
ernor, it  was  found  that  Samuel  W.  King  (whig) 
had  4,797  votes;  Thomas  F.  Carpenter  (adm.) 
3,417;  scattering  68.  King’s  plurality  over  Car- 
penter 1,379;  overall  1,311.  Dimon’s  majority  for 
lieutenant  governor  1.333.  Average  majority  for 
whig  senators  over  1,300. 

CONNECTICUT. 

J.  W.  Huntington,  (W.)  has  been  elected  U.  S. 
senator,  in  place  of  Mr.  Betts,  deceased.  Mr.  Hun- 
tington was  formerly  a member  of  congress,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  and  is  represented  to  be  a 
gentleman  of  fine  talents. 

The  opening  speech  of  governor  Ellsworth  to  the 
legislature,  after  a very  brief  reference  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  state,  discusses  at  length  the 
subject  of  currency  and  the  banking  system. 

From  the  treasurer’s  account,  it  appears  that  the 
state  is  free  from  debt,  and  possesses  in  the  treasury 
the  sum  of  $'18,544.  This  sum  with  the  avails  of  a 
one  cent  tax,  dividends  on  bank  slock,  and  sundry 
other  small  receipts,  are  sufficient  to  meet  its  or- 
dinary expenses,  which  do  not  vary  much  from 
$80,000. 

From  the  accounts  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
school  fund,  we  learn  that  the  lund  is  $2,040,000; 
the  dividend  made  for  the  last  year,  $103,315  00; 
which  has  been  appropriated  among  eighty-two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-six  children. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post  (adm.)  in  allusion 
to  the  message,  says:  “As  to  the  reasoning  of  the 
governor  about  the  currency,  it  seems  to  be  pretty 
much  in  the  old  strain,  consisting  of  sore  lamenta- 
tions over  the  miserable  condition  of  the  nation,  fol- 
lowed by  glowing  prophecies  of  the  good  that  would 
be  brought  by  an  instauration  of  a national  bank. 

“In  one  respect  we  like  this  address  better  than 
most  of  the  whig  documents  that  have  been  put 
forth  within  the  last  six  months.  It  openly  declares 
the  whig  policy,  without  shuffling  or  tergiversation, 
and  argues  the  cause  of  a national  bank,  of  a pro- 
tective tariff,  of  the  exploded  credit  system  and 
kindred  topics,  with  as  much  earnestness  as  the 
whigs  used  to  do,  some  two  years  since,  as  if  they 
had  not  yet  forgotten  these  their  ancient  favorites. 
The  evils  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  for 


which  no  body  we  believe  contends,  are  demonstrat- 
ed with  great  cogency,  and  the  necessity  of  some 
sort  of  credit,  which  no  one  doubts,  is  satisfactorily- 
illustrated.  Banks  are  proved  to  have  been  of  con- 
siderable advantage  to  the  public,  and  of  special 
benefit  to  their  stockholders,  and  a want  of  confi- 
dence is  clearly  shown  to  be  a prominent  cause  of 
commercial  embarrassments. 

NEW  YORK. 

’ Rail  road  accident  and  loss  of  life.  On  Monday 
last,  the  bridge  in  Durham,  over  which  the  Catskill 
and  Canajoharie  rail  road  passed,  fell  while  a train 
of  five  cars  was  upon  it,  and  the  whole  was  preci- 
pitated into  the  creek  a distance  of  filteen  feet.  A 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Durham  was  instantly  killed.  Sever- 
al of  the  passengers  were  more  or  less  injured  by 
bruises,  breaking  of  limbs,  &c. 

Adjournment  of  the  legislature.  The  senate  on 
Wednesday  last  passed  a resolution  fixing  the  day 
of  adjournment  for  the  second  Tuesday  ol  May. 

Bills,  appropriating  $4,100,000  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  have  passed  the  legislature. 
Three  millions  and  a half  of  which  are  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  completion  of 
the  lateral  canals. 

Free  banks.  From  a table  published  in  the  Alba- 
ny Evening  Journal,  we  learn  that  the  aggregate 
capital,  paid  and  secured  to  be  paid,  of  the  free 
banks,  on  the  1st  of  January,  was  $15,227,321  46; 
outstanding  circulation  on  or  near  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, $3,590,790  32.  Specie  $1,135,895  44.  The 
aggregate  circulation  of  the  incorporated  banks  on 
the  1st  of  January  last,  was  $10,629,000.  Conse- 
quently, the  circulation  of  all  the  banks  in  the  state 
scarcely  exceeded  $14,000,000.  On  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  the  circulation  of  the  incorporated  banks 
exceeded  $24,000,000.  No  lree  banks  were  then 
in  existence.  Hence  it  appears  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  recent  creation  of  so  many  new  banks,  the 
aggregate  circulation  of  all  the  banks  in  the  state 
was  ten  millions  less  on  the  1st  of  January  last  than 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1S37;  or  in  other  words,  was 
reduced  more  than  two-fifths. 

Whig  celebration.  On  the  9th  inst.  the  whigs  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  celebrated  the  anniversary 
of  Harrison’s  victory  at  Fort  Meigs  in  1813,  in  great 
style. 

Improvements  at  Cataravgus  creek.  A correspond- 
ent ot  a Buffalo  paper  states  that  the  mouth  ol  the  Cat- 
taraugus creek  has  been  so  improved  that  steamboats 
of  the  largest  class  has  a convenient  entrance,  an 
easy  berth,  and  safe  protection  from  the  storm  and 
tempest  of  the  lake. 

City  of  New  York.  Nciv  buildings.  The  New 
York  Sun  contains  a list  of  the  number  of  new  build- 
ings of  all  descriptions  erected  annually  in  that  city 
from  1834  to  1839  inclusive.  From  ttiis  statement 
which  is  made  up  from  the  reports  of  the  city  inspec- 
tors, we  obtain  the  following  particulars.  Aggregate 
number  of  buildings  erected  yearly — 

In  1834  S77 

1835  1,259 

1836  1,826 

1837  S40 

1838  781 

1839  674 


Total  6,257 

The  buildings  erected  in  1839  were  as  follows: — 
383  brick  dwellings,  45  frame  do.,  6 frame  and  brick 
do.,  72  brick  stores  and  dwellings,  5 granite  bank- 
ing houses,  98  granite  and  brick  stores,  8 brick 
stores,  22  brick  manufactories,  11  brick  stables,  4 
brick  chuiches,  4 brick  school  houses,  1 brick  cir- 
cus, 1 brick  theatre,  5 wooden  barns,  1 brick  engine 
house,  6 wooden  stores  and  dwellings. 

If  it  were  practicable  when  the  next  census  is  ta- 
ken to  assertain  the  number  of  buildings  in  the  dif- 
ferent cities,  it  would  present  some  singular  results. 
We  believe  that  Philadelphia  would  stand  far  ahead 
of  New  York,  although  the  population  of  the  latter 
is  said  to  be  some  50,000  more  than  this  city.  In 
1850,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of  our  manufac- 
tures, particularly  in  iron,  the  population  of  Phila- 
delphia will  probably  equal  that  of  New  York. 

[ North  American. 

Saratoga.  About  30  buildings  aie  going  up  at 
Saratoga  Springs,  including  a spacious  wing  to  the 
United  States  hotel,  200  feet  long,  which  will  enable 
the  proprietors  of  that  establishment  to  accommodate 
not  less  than  four  hundred  guests.  The  American 
hotel,  by  Mr.  Wilcox,  on  the  site  of  his  tormer  ta- 
vern house,  is  nearly  completed. 

Fall  of  rents.  A store  in  Broadvvay,  New  York, 
which  has  heretofore  been  leased  for  $10,000  per 
annum,  has  recently  been  rented  for  $1,000  a year 
by  the  lessees. 

Married  women.  Insurance  on  husband’s  lives. — 
A law  was  passed,  by  “the  people  of  the  slate  of 
New  York  represented  in  the  senate  and  assembly” 
on  the  1st  inst.  and  the  act  has  since  received  the 
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approbation  of  the  governor,  which  make3  it  lawful 
for  any  married  woman,  by  herself,  and  in  her  name 
or  in  the  name  of  a third  person,  with  his  assent,  as 
her  trustee,  to  cause  to  be  insured,  for  her  sole  use, 
the  life  of  her  husband  for  any  definite  period,  or  for 
the  term  of  his  natural  life;  and  in  case  of  her  sur- 
viving her  husband,  the  sum  or  nett  amount  of  the 
insurance,  is  pay  able  to  her,  to  and  for  her  own  use, 
free  from  the  claims  of  the  representatives  of  her 
husband,  or  any  of  his  creditors:  but  such  exemp- 
tion does  not  apply  where  the  amount  of  premium 
annually  paid  exceeds  three  hundred  dollars.  In 
case  of  death  of  the  wife,  before  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  the  amount  of  the  insurance  may  be  made 
payable  after  her  death  to  her  children  or  their  guar- 
dian, for  their  use.  [ Bnslon  Transcript. 

General  banking  law  of  New  York — comptroller's 
report.  The  general  banking  law  of  New  York 
being  based  upon  a system  hitherto  untried  in  this 
country,  its  operation  has  been  regarded  with  con- 
siderable interest.  The  restrictions  upon  banking 
being  removed,  and  the  right  of  issuing  notes  being 
extended  to  all  who  might  choose  to  embark  in  the 
business,  under  certain  regulations  and  conditions, 
it  was  reasonable  to  expect  that  great  changes,  at- 
tended by  excitements  and  fluctuations,  would  mark 
the  introduction  of  such  a system;  especially  when 
the  safety  fund  organization  established  upon  dif- 
ferent principles  still  continued  to  hold  an  important 
place  in  the  business  world.  The  comptroller  in 
his  first  report  states  that  the  past  year  has  not  fur- 
nished a fair  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
operation  of  the  system.  One  half  of  the  new 
banks  have  been  in  business  but  a few  months,  and 
during  that  period  derangements  of  an  unusual 
character  have  affected  the  general  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, so  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  what  effect  the 
action  ot  the  new  system  would  have  upon  the  ele- 
ments of  trade  and  finance  in  ordinary  times.  It 
appears  that  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  law 
for  engaging  in  the  business  of  banking  were  seiz- 
ed upon  with  avidity.  One  hundredand  thirty-four 
certificates  of  the  formation  of  associations  have  been 
filed,  seventy  of  which  have  commenced  business, 
and  also  three  private  individual  banks,  making  se- 
venty.three  new’  banks.  Securities,  such  as  the 
law  demands,  have  been  obtained  and  deposited  to 
the  amount  of  $7,108,507;  and  upon  this  sum  notes 
amounting  to  more  than  $0,000,000  have  been  put 
in  circulation  within  the  last  fifteen  months.  One 
bank  has  wound  up  its  business  without  loss  to  the 
bill  holders;  two  others  are  likely  to  follow  the  same 
course,  and  it  is  believed  that  a similar  safety  will 
be  the  result. 

The  amount  of  the  circulation  of  the  safety  fund 
banks,  as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  bank  com- 
missioners on  the  1st  January,  1S39,  was  19,373,149 
dollars.  The  amount  of  circulating  notes  of  the  free 
banks,  on  the  1st  January,  1839,  was  $390,300. — 
The  whole  circulation  of  the  state  was  therefore  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1839,  $19,769,449.  For  the 
last  year  ending  December  Is',  1839,  the  amount 
of  circulating  notes  issued  by  the  free  banks, 
was  $6,022,019:  amount  of  safety  fund  notes  in 
circulation  at  the  same  date,  $12,000,009,  making 
the  entire  circulation  on  the  1st  December,  1839, 
$18,012,019;  showing  that  the  circulation  had  di- 
minished during  ihe  year,  $1,757,440.  Thisstate- 
ment  does  not  include  the  amount  of  post  notes  is- 
sued by  a few  ot  the  free  banking  companies.  The 
issue  of  such  was  not  deemed  legitimate  by  the 
comptroller,  and  did  not  obtain  to  much  extent. 

The  comptroller  suggests  a plan  for  the  better  ad- 
justment ot  the  details  of  the  system  in  reference 
to  the  transactions  of  the  various  banks  with  one 
another.  In  order  that  balances  may  be  settled 
promptly  and  with  regularity,  he  recommends  that 
a board  consisting  ot  a delegate  from  each  bank 
should  sit  at  some  central  point,  and  that  a majority 
of  such  delegates  should  select  some  bank  or  bank- 
ing association,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  as  an  ex- 
change agent.  The  agency  being  established,  every 
association  should  be  at  liberty  to  send  it  the  notes 
of  all  the  others  for  exchange  and  redemption:  on  a 
given  day  in  each  week,  the  exchange  agent  should 
assort,  count,  and  arrange  in  separate  packages  all 
the  notes  received  at  the  agency,  adjust  the  balances 
between  the  different  associations,  seal  each  pack- 
age, and  give  notices  by  mail  to  the  respective  as- 
sociations cf  the  amount  due  from  each,  which 
notices  should  require  the  balances  to  be  paid  at 
the  agency  at  times  to  be  adapted  to  the  distance 
of  the  debtor  association  from  it. 

Various  additional  regulations  are  thought  desi- 
rable towards  fixing  the  kinds  of  stock  which  the 
comptroller  may  receive  as  cash  from  associations 
requiring  certificates  of  legal  formation  foi  banking 
purposes;  and  also  how  far  the  comptroller  may  be 
authorised  to  make  advances  on  the  security  of 
such  stocks  whenever  any  association  fails  in  its 
business. 


The  whole  experience  of  the  free  banking  sys- 
tem thus  far  gives  nothing  definite  as  to  the  result  of 
the  experiment.  The  decrease  of  circulation,  no- 
ticed in  the  past  year’s  transactions,  took  place  in 
the  issues  of  the  safety  fund  notes:  the  circulation  of 
the  free  banks  having  increased  nearly  in  propor- 
tion as  that  of  the  others  diminished.  Whether 
this  is  to  be  taken  as  the  natural  consequence  of 
the  working  of  both  systems,  or  whether  it  is  to  be 
ascribed  in  part  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the 
times,  we  cannot  undertake  to  decide. 

Report  of  the  canal  board.  The  canal  board  have 
sent  in  their  report  on  the  expediency  of  continuing 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  It  is  a very 
able  document — occupying  ten  columns,  renders  it 
impossible  for  us  to  lay  it  before  our  readers.  The 
report  is  favorable  to  continuing  the  enlargement. 

The  canal.  Below  is  a statement  of  the  tolls  re- 
ceived at  the  collector’s  office  in  this  city,  on  the 
first  two  days  of  navigation  respectively,  of  the 
years  1837,  1838,  1839  and  1840.'  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  amount  received  this  year  is  wholly  unpre- 
cedented. Thus  far  the  canals  seem  to  be  doing 
even  better  this  year  than  they  did  the  last: 

1837 — 1st  day  of  navigation,  April  20,  $338  12 


2d 

21, 

785  58 

1838— 1st 

((  (( 

12, 

264  17 

2d 

<C 

<C  «( 

13, 

544  20 

1839— 1st 

<6 

it  it 

20, 

691  74 

2d 

a 

((  it 

21, 

417  41 

1840— 1st 

<6 

a (( 

20, 

2,601  43 

2d  day,  from  8 A.  M.  to  7 P.  M.  1,582  13 
No.  of  bbls.  flour  cleared  up  to  7 P.  M.  of  second 
day,  $13,233.  [ Rochester  Daily  Democrat. 

Canal  tolls  at  the  Syracuse  office. 


$27,500 

20,000 

50.000 

80.000 

20,000 

5,000 

1,662 

5,735 


3,500 

canal 

York 


For  the  first  7 days  in  1837,  $2,909  10 

1838,  1,673  89 

1839,  2,613  41 

1840,  ' 3,702  86 

Excess  this  spring  over  last,  $1,0S9  45 

Flour  is  going  down  the  canal  in  large  quantities. 

Over  five  thousand  barrels  were  shipped  from  Ro- 
chester the  first  five  days  of  navigation.  Up  to 
Monday  evening,  this  week,  10,806  barrels  had 
been  cleared  at  the  collector’s  office  here. 

[ Western  Stale  Journal. 

Fortifications.  The  sum  called  for  by  the  engi- 
neer department  for  the  repairs,  &c.  of  fortifications 
during  1840,  is  $1,198,872.  For  works  iu  this  state, 
are  the  following  items: 

Repairs  of  fort  Niagara,  New  York, 

Rebuilding  the  old  fort  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

Fort  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,  N. 

York, 

Fort  Schuyler,  Throg’s  Neck,  N.  York, 

Repairs  of  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  harbor. 

Repairs  of  Fori  Lafayette,  N.  Y.  harbor, 

Repairs  of  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.  harbor, 

Repairs  of  Castle  William,  N . Y.  harbor, 

Repairs  of  the  South  battery,  Governor’s 
Island,  New  York, 

Erie  canal  enlargement.  Report  of  the 
board.  The  canal  commissioners  of  New 
have  made  a long  and  elaborate  report  in  answer  to 
certain  resolutions  of  the  assembly  relative  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  the  probable  time  in 
which  such  enlargement  can  be  completed,  the 
amount  of  tolls  that  may  be  expected  from  all  the 
canals  of  the  state  within  the  next  seven  years,  and 
to  what  extent  the  debt  of  the  state  may  be  increas- 
ed during  that  time  without  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  loans  or  to  direct  taxation. 

In  reference  to  the  probable  increase  of  foils, — 
the  most  important  point  to  be  considered, — the 
board  have  founded  their  replies  upon  the  basis  of  a 
strict  calculation,  taking  the  statistics  of  the  canal 
receipts  for  the  last  fourteen  years  as  the  data  of 
their  estimates.  By  this  mode  of  reckoning  it  is 
found  that  for  the  two  periods  of  seven  years  al- 
ready past,  the  average  increase  of  each  year’s  tolls 
above  those  of  the  preceding  has  been  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent.;  or  seven  and  a half  per  cent,  for  any 
period  of  ten  years.  Upon  this  estimate  carried  for- 
ward through  the  next  seven  years  it  is  concluded 
that  not  only  may  the  existing  canal  debt  be  paid 
from  the  surplus  of  tolls  without  a resort  to  loans  or 
to  direct  taxation,  but  that  also  an  expenditure  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars  may  be  distri- 
buted over  that  period  in  such  a manner  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  same  and  an  accumulating  fund  for  the 
ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal  may  be  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  surplus  tolls. 

The  present  dimensions  of  the  Erie  canal  are  as 
follows:  forty  feet  wide  on  the  surface  and  twenty- 
eight  on  the  bottom,  and  four  feet  deep.  The  en- 
larged canal  is  to  be  seventy  feet  wide  on  the  sur- 
face and  forty-two  on  the  bottom,  with  a depth  of 
seven  feet.  The  streams  and  rivulets  entering  the 
new  canal  are  to  be  conducted  through  culverts  un- 
der the  bottom,  by  which  means  alluvial  deposiles 
I will  be  prevented,  and  a uniform  depth  of  seven  feet 


be  preserved.  As  to  the  probable  time  of  complet- 
ing the  enlargement,  the  board  cannot  give  a defi- 
nite answer,  as  the  rate  of  progress  must  depend 
upon  the  resources  of  the  state;  and  the  legislature 
will  be  enabled  to  determine  in  each  year  the  amount 
of  work  that  can  be  judiciously  undertaken.  The 
work  has  already  advanced  so  far  that  only  about 
two  millions  are  required  to  render  the  enlargement 
available  as  far  west  as  Utica.  The  plan  of  con- 
struction named  above  has  been  adopted  in  the  parts 
already  finished  and  under  contract — including  dou- 
ble locks  18  feet  wide  and  110  feet  long. 

The  report  is  drawn  up  in  a very  able  manner, 
exhibiting  judgment,  caution  and  a strict  adherence 
to  calculation.  The  whole  may  give  an  idea  of  the 
vast  resources  of  the  empire  state,  and  serve  to  vin- 
dicate the  liberal  policy  of  internal  improvements 
when  judiciously  pursued — a policy  which  New 
York  was  the  first  state  to  embark  in,  and  which 
she  has  found  to  be  productive  of  the  most  beneficial 
results.  The  steadily  increasing  trade  of  the  last 
fourteen  years  on  the  Erie  canal  shows  that  the 
annual  returns  of  tolls  may  be  confidently  relied  on 
as  a permanent  means  of  revenue  to  the  state.  The 
commissioners,  though  grounding  their  calculations 
on  the  actual  receipts  of  past  years,  state  various 
considerations  to  show  that  the  business  of  the  great 
canal  and  of  course  the  tolls  to  be  derived  from  it, 
will  increase  during  the  next  seven  years  in  a ratio 
greater  than  for  the  seven  years  just  past.  The  im- 
provements going  on  in  the  northern  parts  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  in  Michigan,  are  especially 
referred  to  as  opening  new  means  of  communica- 
tion with  fertile  and  extensive  regions,  and  thus 
furnishing  additional  avenues  by  which  trade  will 
enter  upon  the  great  thoroughfare  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  These  anticipations  are  doubtless  well 
founded  to  a considerable  extent.  It  would  be  no 
matter  of  surprise,  indeed,  if  the  estimates  of  the 
commissioners,  as  founded  upon  the  business  of  lafe 
years,  should  be  exceeded  one  fourth  at  least  by  the 
actual  results  of  the  next  seven  years. 

[Baltimore  American. 

Contoit,  the  keeper  of  an  ice  cream  establishment 
in  the  upper  part  of  Broadway,  New  York,  is  said 
to  be  worth  $200,000.  He  owns  about  $52,000  in 
Manhattan  bank  stock  alone.  Some  time  ago,  a 
person  advised  him  to  quit  his  business  for  some 
other.  “What  would  you  have  me  to  do?”  retorted 
Contoit — “I  know  nothing  else — I cannot  be  idle — 

I must  stick  to  the  ice  cream;  if  I should  make 
$50,000  a year,  I cannot  help  it.” 

PENNSYLVANIA  . 

The  legislature,  according  to  adjournment,  are  to 
re-asseinble  at  Harrisburg  on  the  12th  instant. 

The  Philadelphia  Sentinel  of  the  7th  inst.  says — 
There  appears  to  be  a disposition  among  some  of 
our  democratic  friends,  to  make  an  effort  to  have  the 
resumption  law’  repealed  at  the  extra  session  of  the 
legislature.  What  benefit  to  the  community,  or  to 
the  democratical  party,  they  can  anticipate  from 
such  a movement,  we  confess,  we  are  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  imagine.  It  may  be  conceded,  that  the  pe- 
riod designated  by  that  act  for  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  is  more  distant  than 
good  policy  would  dictate;  but  we  do  not  perceive 
that  much  can  be  gained,  even  in  that  respect,  by  a 
repeal  of  the  law’,  whilst  the  inconvenience  ai.d  in- 
jury that  would  be  inflicted  on  the  community,  as 
well  as  on  the  banks,  would  be  almost  incalculable. 
The  state  of  uncertainty  which  existed  during  the 
pendency  of  the  bank  bills  before  the  legislature, 
paralyzed  the  movements  of  our  merchants,  and,  in 
a great  degree,  destroyed  the  spring  business. — 
Since  the  passage  of  the  resumption  bill,  confidence 
is  gradully  beginning  to  be  restored,  and  hopes  are 
entertained,  ttiat  by  autumn,  affairs  will  resume 
their  wonted  course.  But  let  the  idea  once  go 
abroad,  that  the  resumption  law  will  be  repealed, 
and  the  banks  continue  to  be  harrassed  and  crippled 
as  they  have  for  the  last  six  months  and  the  fair  pros- 
pect wall  vanish.  On  the  faith  of  that  act,  the 
banks  have  advanced  the  means  necessary  to  pay 
the  current  expenses  of  the  government,  and  have 
been  using  their  best  exertions  to  sustain  the  mer- 
chants, manufacturers  and  others.  Would  it  be 
fair,  would  it  be  honest,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  repeal  the  law?  Would  not  the  inevitable  result 
of  such  a course  be,  still  further  to  embarrass  all 
business  operations,  put  a stop  to  the  public  im- 
provements, greatly  impair  the  credit  of  the  state; 
and,  in  a word,  throw  every  thing  into  confusion? 
Whatever  may  be  the  notions  ot  a few’  political  fa- 
natics, we  are  satisfied,  that  no  such  proposition 
will  be  listened  to  by  the  sober  and  discreet  portion 
of  the  legislature. 

The  presidential  election  in  Pennsylvania  takes 
place  on  Friday  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  not 
in  December,  as  stated  by  some  of  the  papers  at 
home  and  abroad.  [ Lancaster  Examiner. 
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Internal  improvement.  To  perfect  the  system  of 
internal  improvement  in  Pennsylvania  according 
to  the  plan  already  acted  on,  four  millions  of  dollars 
more,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  canal  com- 
missioners, will  be  required.  The  Keystone  and 
Reporter,  Harrisburg,  both  administration  journals, 
are  in  favor  of  carrying  on  the  works  by  additional 
loans  to  the  above  amount — in  reference  to  which 
the  Inquirer  says:  “The  people,  we  are  satisfied, 
are  opposed  to  any  farther  increase  of  the  indebted- 
ness of  Pennsylvania,  unless  some  measures  be  at 
once  adopted,  having  in  view  the  ultimate  payment 
of  the  $34,000,000,  for  which  the  state  is  now 
liable.” 

Fugitive  slaves.  In  reference  to  the  important 
questions  involved  in  the  Bcmis’  case,  the  Harrisburg 
Keystone  says:  Under  a special  act  of  assembly, 
passed  a year  ago,  the  case  is  to  be  brought  before 
the  supreme  court  at  Harrisburg  during  its  May 
term,  which  will  determine  whether  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  on  the  subject  of  kidnapping, 
and  the  apprehension  of  runaway  slaves,  is  consti- 
tutional or  not.  The  act  provides  for  carrying  the 
case  eventually  before  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  a question  of  great  inte- 
rest and  importance,  both  to  the  southern  states  and 
to  the  northern  states.  It  involves,  what  the  slave 
states  regard  as  their  dearest  rights,  and  the  free 
states,  their  constitutional  right  to  pass  such  laws 
on  this  subject  for  the  “delivery”  of  runaway  slaves, 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  if  they  do  not  impair  the 
right  of  the  slaveholder  to  his  acknowledged  pro- 
perty. The  case  originated  in  York  county,  and  the 
counsel,  so  far  as  we  have  heard  their  names,  are 
Mr.  Meredith,  of  Baltimore,  for  the  defendant,  and 
the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Johnson,  for  the  common- 
wealth. There  may  be  others,  but  we  have  not 
learned  their  names.  The  case  is  the  common- 
wealth against  Prigg  and  others  indicted  for  kid- 
napping. 

Coal  and  iron.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  states, 
that  three  furnaces  are  about  to  be  erected  at  Dan- 
ville, Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  making  iron 
with  anthracite  coal. 

Resumption  law.  The  law  requires  the  banks 
in  Pennsylvania  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the 
15th  January,  1841,  and  so  far  authorises  the  sus- 
pension, as  to  absolve  the  banks  from  any  liability 
therefor,  that  might  work  a forfeiture  of  charter. — 
In  other  respects,  the  existing  laws  relative  to  con- 
tracts between  banks  and  people,  and  to  the  means 
of  enforcing  them,  remain  unaltered  by  the  bill. 

The  bill  authorising  the  banks  of  that  state  to  is- 
sue four  millions  of  dollars  in  small  notes,  passed  a 
final  reading  in  the  senate,  by  a vote  16  to  13. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Penrose,  in  fa- 
vor of  a protective  tariff,  passed  in  the  senate.  The 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Williams,  in  favor  of  a distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
passed  a third  reading  in  the  senate  by  a vote  of  17 
to  8. 

Bank  dividends.  The  banks  of  Philadelphia 
which  have  hitherto  during  the  period  of  suspension 
been  prohibited  from  declaring  dividends  on  their 
capital  stock,  have  now  announced  dividends;  the 
following  banks,  at  the  rate  of  6 per  cent,  per  an- 
num, viz:  The  Commercial,  Farmers  and  Mecha- 
nics’, Kensington,  Northern  Liberties,  Penn  Town- 
ship, Western,  Girard,  Mechanics’,  Manufacturers 
and  Mechanics’,  Moyamensing,  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Southwark. 

Pittsburg.  Harris’  Intelligencer,  gives  a lively 
description  of  the  revival  of  business.  The  rivers 
and  canal  continue  in  the  best  order,  and  business 
is  rather  more  encouraging;  steamboats  are  now 
going  up  the  Alleghany  to  Franklin  and  Warren. 
From  eight  to  ten  canal  boats  arrive  from  the  east 
daily,  not  so  fully  loaded  as  hitherto,  but  they  re- 
turn loaded  down,  as  all  the  warehouses  on  the  ca- 
nal, are  amply  supplied  with  flour,  tobacco,  fea- 
thers, erain  and  a variety  of  other  goods  from  Pitts- 
burg for  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
which  will  occupy  our  canal  boats  a month,  and 
they  have  no  room  for  the  present,  and  decline  to 
take  new  loading  for  a few  days. 

The  Monongahela  beach  has  upon  it  about  20 
steamers,  many  of  w'hich  are  loading.  From  the 
18th  to  the  30th  ultimo — a little  better  than  12  days, 
90  steamers  arrived  and  91  departed  on  the  Ohio 
and  Monongahela,  besides  the  boats  on  the  Alle- 
ghany. 

Administration  meeting.  A meeting  of  the  ad- 
ministration party,  friends  of  Mr.  McElwee,  con- 
vened at  Bedford  on  the  21st  u It.  Charles  McDowell 
was  called  to  the  chair  and  maj.  L.  Taliaferro,  Mi 
chael  Moses,  A.  W.  Kenney  and  Wm.  Watt,  vice 
presidents — and  Henry  Beaver,  esq.  and  Benjamin 
W.  Garretson  secretaries.  A committee  of  one  from 
each  election  district  was  appointed  to  nominate  a 
candidate  and  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  the  meeting. 


During  the  absence  of  the  committee  the  meeting 
was  addressed  by  Job  Mann,  Esq.  and  G.  W.  Bow- 
man— after  which  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions were  reported  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  a vacancy  has  recently  occurred  in  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  in  consequence  of  the 
expulsion  from  that  body  of  Thomas  B.  McElwee, 
one  of  the  representatives  from  this  county;  and 
whereas,  in  consequence  of  said  expulsion,  a new 
election  has  been  awarded  by  the  speaker  of  the 
house,  to  supply  said  vacancy — therefore, 

-Rescued,  That  we,  as  democrats  of  Bedford  county, 
will  never  elevate  again  to  office  any  man  who  has 
deserted,  after  his  election,  the  pure  principles  of 
the  Jackson  and  Jeffersonian  creed. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  doctrines  laid 
down  by  the  governor  in  his  late  annual  message, 
but  regret  that  they  have  not  been  carried  into  ac- 
tive operation. 

Resolved,  That  the  odious  banking  law,  postponing 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  till  the  15th  of 
January,  1841,  passed  bv  the  whigs  and  anti-masons, 
together  with  a few  apostate  democrats,  is  such  a 
bill  as  deserves  the  eternal  and  everlasting  execra- 
tion of  every  genuine  democrat  in  the  common- 
wealth. 

Resolved,  That  all  those  apostate  democrats  in 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  who  have  sold  their 
principles,  and  who  have  basely  bowed  their  knees 
to  the  glittering  banking  institutions,  be  consigned 
to  merited  infamy  by  sending  them  down 

“To  the  vile  dust  from  whence  they  sprung. 
Unwept,  unhonored  and  unsung.” 

Resolved,  That  the  firm  and  independent  stand 
taken  by  the  forty-five  democrats  in  the  lower 
house,  and  the  thirteen  in  the  senate,  is  such  as  en- 
title them  to  the  thanks  and  esteem  of  every  mem- 
ber of  their  party. 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  course 
pursued  by  our  worthy  representative,  Martin 
Loy,  esq.  and  return  to  him  our  heartfelt  thanks  for 
his  fidelity  in  adhering  to  the  principles  of  the  party 
that  elevated  him. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  speech  of  senator 
Brown,  of  Philadelphia  county,  as  embodying  the 
views  of  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not. 
only  of  Pennsylvania,  but  also  of  the  whole  union, 
and  that  we  regard  all  who  oppose  the  purely  de- 
mocratic doctrine  contained  therein  as  traitors  and 
as  enemies  to  the  republican  party. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  every  confidence  in  the 
wisdom,  the  firmness,  the  honesty  and  (he  integrity 
of  Martin  Van  Buren,  our  worthy  chief  magis- 
trate— that  in  him  we  have  lound  a man  fully  com- 
petent to  regulate  the  affairs  of  this  great  and  flour- 
ishing republic,  and  at  the  coming  November  elec 
tion,  we  will  give  him  our  united  suffrages. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  honorable  James  Buchanan, 
our  talented  United  States  senator,  we  recognize  the 
able  adcocate  of  the  poor  man — that  his  brilliant 
speech  on  the  independent  treasury  has  ranked  him 
among  the  ablest  of  senators,  and  the  most  profound 
of  statesmen — and  that  we  feel  a county  pride  in 
recommending  him  as  the  successor  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  in  1844. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  citizens  of 
this  county,  Wm.  McDonald,  of  St.  Clair  township, 
as  a suitable  person  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  expulsion  of  Thomas  B.  McElwee, 
and  that  we  pledge  ourselves  to  use  all  fair  and 
honorable  means  to  promote  his  election. 

Resolved,  That  owing  to  the  present  embarrassed 
state  of  the  finances,  we  consider  it  unwise,  as  well 
as  impracticable,  tor  the  legislature  to  increase  the 
state  debt  by  making  new  appropriations  other  than 
to  keep  up  repairs  and  pay  the  debts  due  the  labor- 
ers and  contractors,  and  we  hereby  instruct  our 
members  to  oppose  any  appropriations  unless  it  be 
for  such  purposes  as  are  already  specified. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  appoint  Henry  Sni- 
der, esq.  major  John  Sipes,  and  A.  W.  Kenny,  esq. 
as  conferees  to  meet  the  conferees  chosen  by  the 
counties  of  Somerset  and  Cambria,  to  select  a per- 
son to  run  as  a candidate  for  congress  at  the  next 
election. 

CHARLES  McDOWELL,  president. 

L.  Taliafero,  j 
Michael  Moses, 

A.  W.  Kenney, 

Wm.  Watt 
Henry  Beaver,  ) 

B.  W.  Garretson,  j 
The  senate  of  Pennsylvania.  The  new  speaker 
of  the  senate  Mr.  Kingsbury,  from  Wayne  county, 
will  have  unexpectedly  to  preside  over  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  that  body.  He  was  elected  1o  fill  the  place 
of  gen.  Rogers,  whose  term  of  service  will  expire 
at  the  next  election  in  October.  It  is  the  practice 
in  such  cases  for  the  speaker  to  resign  a few  days 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  otherwise  there 
might  be  a period  of  time  between  October  and  the 


meeting  of  the  legislature  in  January,  when  the 
senate  might  not  have  a presiding  officer.  It  was 
to  meet  such  an  emergency  that  Mr.  Kingsbury  was 
elected.  For  the  constitution  provides  that  in  the 
event  of  the  resignation  or  death  of  the  governor, 
the  speaker  of  the  senate  must  act  as  governor,  till 
the  next  election.  Mr.  Kingsbury  is  therefore, 
what  is  called  in  other  states,  lieutenant  governor. 

The  senate  is  composed  of  33  members,  who  ge- 
nerally from  their  limited  number  preserve  very 
excellent  otder  in  their  body.  The  cause  of  agita- 
tion and  excitement  is  generally  to  be  found  in  the 
large  bodies  of  legislation.  In  the  smaller  houses 
matters  are  usually  conducted  with  great  proprie- 
ty. Mr.  Kingsbury  is  one  of  the  most  amiable  gen- 
tlemen in  the  country,  is  an  excellent  lawyer,  was 
chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee,  and  will  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  chair  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties. 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal.  The  line  of  com- 
munication between  the  far  west  of  Ohio  and  Phi- 
ladelphia is  now  complete.  Cargoes  of  produce 
have  arrived  in  this  city  from  Cleveland  and  else- 
where, via  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  and 
we  may  now  consider  that  important  link  in  the 
great  chain  as  complete,  and  internal  navigation  as 
now  secure. 

We  have  occasion  to  know,  that  among  other 
articles  received,  not  mentioned  by  our  commercial 
assistant,  were  many  barrels  of  flour,  one  of  which, 
with  a kind  and  courteous  epistle,  found  its  way  to 
our  domicile;  a proof  that  those  who  possess  the 
means  of  supplying  the  granaries,  and  accepting 
the  services  of  those  who  understand  the  signs  of 
the  times,  have  a thought  for  their  fellow  laborers, 
and  are  not  like  the  great  one  of  Egypt,  “who  re- 
membered not  Joseph.” 

We  are  authorised  by  our  womenkind,  to  say, 
that  the  flour  from  the  west,  is  of  a most  excellent 
quality,  white,  fine  and  yielding  to  the  appliances 
for  pastry,  cakes,  &c.  as  kindly  as  if  it  were  ground 
by  their  own  hands,  as  in  old  times  flour  was  wont 
to  be  ground.  Miss  Leslie  was  called  into  requisi- 
tion, chapter  and  verse  quoted,  and  the  whole  kitch- 
en squadron  were  up  to  their  elbows  in  the  material. 
The  oven  looked  as  fierce  as  Nebuchadnezzar’s; 
and  in  the  end  there  was  proof  positive,  proof  legal, 
and  proof  satisfactory,  that  the  barrel  of  western 
flour  was  worthy  those  whence  it  came.  And 
though  all  may  not  have  a barrel  of  flour  by  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  yet  we  certainly  be- 
lieve that  barrels  will  be  more  plentiful  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  consequently  more  easily  obtained  by  all, 
in  consequence  of  the  completion  of  that  important 
work.  And  public  thanks  and  public  gratitude  are 
due  to  those  gentlemen  whose  means  have  been  la- 
vished, and  whose  influence  employed  to  finish  a 
work  that  must  give  immense  additional  conse- 
quence to  the  great  line  of  improvements  ol  Penn- 
sylvania, and  ensure  a transit  to  Philadelphia,  mer- 
chandise nearly  six  weeks  advance  of  that  irom  N. 
York.  Success  to  such  enterprise,  and  gratitude  to 
those  by  whom  they  are  projected  and  completed. 
The  flour  was  received  in  Philadelphia  by  Messrs. 
Leech  k.  Co’s  fast  line,  in  five  days  from  Pittsburg. 

Western  transportion.  Yesterday  afternoon  the 
different  transportation  lilies  adopted  the  following 
rates  for  carrying  goods  from  Philadelphia  to  Pitts- 


Coffee  and  codfish, 

95 

cts.  per  100  lbs. 

Groceries, 

$1  10 

<< 

Steel, 

1 40 

“ 

Hardware, 

1 40 

U 

Queensware  in  crates, 

1 40 

<C 

Dry  goods, 

1 50 

<( 

Fish,  (mackerel) 

1 75 

11 

Herring, 

1 50 

(( 

Time  through  8 days. 

We  have  always  beer 

i the  advocates  of  a reduc- 

tion  of  the  rates  of  carriage  to 

Pittsburg.  We  be- 

>vice  presidents. 


■ secretaries. 


lieve  the  prices  are  now  down  to  the  lowest  saving 
point.  A vast  amount  of  produce  is  coming  in  from 
the  west.  We  learn  that  a single  line  have  con- 
tracted to  bring  in  1,000  parks  of  furs  and  skins 
belonging  to  the  American  fur  company,  also  600 
bales  of  cotton,  besides  a large  quantity  of  bacon, 
flour,  &c.  Another  line  have  upwards  of  800 
hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  a large  quantity  of  wheat 
and  flour  engaged.  All  the  other  lines  have  a con- 
siderable amount  of  produce  engaged.  But  few 
goods,  however,  are  going  westward,  which  in- 
creases the  expense  of  transportation  eastward. 

[ Phila . North  American. 

Commerce  of  Philadelphia.  The  great  and  con- 
tinued scarcity  of  the  larger  class  of  vessels  this 
season,  has  materially  curlailed  the  operations  in 
this  market,  particularly  in  flour  and  wheat  for  ship- 
ment to  Europe.  Freights  have  ruled  unusually 
high,  and  the  requisite  number  of  vessels,  even  at 
double  the  rates  obtained  last  season,  were  not  to 
be  procured.  Notwithstanding  the  embarrassments 
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under  which  we,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
country  are  laboring  at  present,  added  to  the  want 
of  vessels,  the  number  of  arrivals  this  season  have 
not  fallen  oif  to  any  great  extent,  and  as  large  sup- 
plies of  bread  stulfs,  tobacco,  cotton  and  other  arti- 
cles of  produce  from  the  west  are  now  seeking  this 
market;  our  foreign  business  is  certain  to  increase 
with  the  return  of  better  times.  In  tobacco,  parti- 
cularly, tile  increased  receipts  have  been  compara- 
tively great.  Up  to  the  8th  of  April,  1838,  the  in- 
spection at  the  city  warehouse  was  199  hogsheads; 
last  year  up  to  the  same  period  it  was  203  hogs- 
heads, while  this  year  it  amounts  to  517  hogsheads. 

The  comparative  number  of  arrivals  during  the 
last  three  years  have  been  as  follows:  In  1838,  up 
to  April  6th  inclusive,  1,242,  of  which  seventy 
were  foreign;  1839,  1,533,  seventy-seven  of  them 
foreign;  and  in  1840,  1,323,  sixty-eight  of  which 
were  from  foreign  ports.  [N.  Jltner. 

MARYLAND. 

York  and  Wrightsville  rail  road.  The  York  Ga- 
zette of  yesterday  says: — This  road  is  now  complet- 
ed—and  cars  are  running  regularly  between  the 
two  points.  A connection  has  been  formed  with  the 
daily  train  which  reaches  York  from  Baltimore  via 
the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road,  and  with 
the  eastern  cars  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
railway.  The  railway  communication  between  the 
Pennsylvania  improvements  and  cities  of  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  through  tiie  borough  of  York,  is 
now  complete — and  the  superior  manner  in  which 
several  links  of  the  chain  are  constructed — the  ele- 
gant and  commodious  cars — and  the  attentive  and 
accommodating  agents  superintending  them — give 
warrent  to  the  traveller  ot  comfort,  safety  and  ex- 
pedition, in  a degree  scarely  equalled  upon  any 
other  rail  road  in  the  union.  [American. 

Tide  Water  canal.  On  announcing  the  arrival  of 
the  first  boats  by  this  route  the  American  says: — 

We  announced  iri  our  paper  of  yesterday  the  ar- 
rival of  four  canal  boats  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Pa- 
tapseo  from  Havre  de  Grace,  the  termination  of  the 
Tide  Water  canal.  As  these  arrivals  constitute  the 
beginning  of  a trade  which  will  form  a new  era  in 
the  commerce  of  Baltimore,  and  since  they  afford 
the  first  palpable  evidence  of  the  completion  of  a 
work  which  has  long  been  an  object  of  interest  to 
our  citizens,  we  may  notice  the  event  as  one  of  the 
highest  importance.  The  long  desired  connection 
with  the  internal  improvements  of  Pennsylvania  is 
now  attained,  and  for  the  first  time  our  city  enjoys 
an  unbroken  canal  communication  with  the  great 
valley  of  the  Susquehanna — a district  of  country 
which  looks  to  the  Chesapeake  metropolis  as  the 
natural  market  for  its  productions,  but  to  which  the 
means  of  access  hitherto  have  not  been  complete. 
We  are  also  brought  into  close  connection  with 
Pittsburg  and  the  west — so  that  transportation  to 
and  fro  may  be  now  carried  on  with  expedition  and 
ease.  In  short,  all  the  advantages  which  the  Penn- 
sylvania works  have  been  securing  by  opening  new 
means  of  communication  with  distant  portions  of 
the  country,  are  now  participated  in  by  our  city,  at 
the  same  time  that  Pennsylvania  herself  is  possess- 
ed of  a new  link  in  her  widely  extended  chain,  ren- 
dering her  system  complete  and  allowing  a freer 
circulation  to  trade  within  her  borders. 

Of  the  boats  whose  arrival  was  announced  yes- 
terday, one  is  from  Bald  Eagle,  on  the  west  branch 
Susquehanna  canal;  one  from  Lewisburg,  on  the 
same  division;  one  from  Northumberland,  where 
the  north  and  west  branches  meet;  and  the  fourth  is 
from  Harrisburg.  They  bring  cargoes  of  wheat, 
flour,  &c. — From  each  place  the  course  has  been 
direct  and  uninterrupted — no  bulk  broken — no 
transhipments;  boats  and  cargoes  reach  our  wharves 
in  the  same  condition  as  when  they  started  on  the 
voyage.  The  operation  of  towing  from  Havre  de 
Grace  is  found  to  be  easy  and  lree  from  danger. 
Return  cargoes  may  now  be  sent,  consisting  of  gro- 
ceries, dry  goods  and  such  merchandise  as  the  wants 
of  the  interior  may  require — a mode  of  payment 
for  produce  much  better  than  the  old  one  where 
flour,  whiskey,  &c.  from  the  Susquehanna  were  to 
be  paid  for  in  drafts  or  money,  for  want  of  suitable 
means  of  transporting  dry  goods,  sugar,  coffee,  salt 
fish,  plaster,  &c.  which  would  have  been  taken  if 
such  means  of  transportation  had  existed.  Our 
merchants  may  now  extend  their  operations  with 
safety  and  purchase  produce  to  any  extent,  since 
payments  may  be  made  in  commodities  which  this 
market  is  supplied  with  perhaps  better  than  any 
other  on  the  sea  board.  Our  proximity  to  the  West 
Indies  and  the  convenience  of  trade  between  this 
port  and  those  islands,  will  enable  us  to  supply  the 
interior  with  heavy  groceries  on  the  very  best  terms, 
now  that  an  easy  and  cheap  medium  of  communi- 
cation is  opened  for  transportation.  For  the  same 
reason  our  market  must  always  be  an  excellent  one 
for  flour  and  interior  produce  of  all  kinds,  so  that 


farmers  in  the  country  may  look  to  Baltimore  in  the 
sure  expectation  of  getting  the  best  prices  for  their 
productions. 

The  project  of  the  Tide  Water  canal  was  started 
in  1835.  Now  that  the  scheme  is  successfully 
achieved  we  may  be  allowed  to  look  back  and  in- 
dulge in  some  agreeable  reflections  while  review- 
ing the  many  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  its  accomplishment.  Ol  these, 
however,  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak.  Impressed 
with  the  great  importance  of  the  work,  we  gave  our 
labors  to  it  as  journalists  from  the  first;  and  never  has 
its  advancement  been  lost  sight  of  in  our  columns. 
It  is  but  a reasonable  pride,  then,  with  which  we 
now  hail  the  completion  of  the  Tide  Water  canal, 
and  offer  congratulations  to  our  fellow  citizens  both 
here  and  in  Pennsylvania.  It  will  be  found  that 
at  no  time  have  we  overrated  its  importance  to  the 
business  interests  of  our  city,  but  on  the  other  hand 
we  feel  persuaded  that  the  anticipations  which  the 
best  friends  of  the  work  have  indulged  in  will  be 
far  exceeded  by  actual  results — if  proper  means 
are  used  to  improve  the  advantages  which  are  now 
placed  within  our  reach. 

Commerce  of  Baltimore.  The  following  is  an 
aggregate  of  the  amount  of  imports,  exports,  ves- 
sels from  foreign  ports,  and  vessels  built,  during 
the  year  1839: 

Imports — Total  value,  $6,952,618 

Exports — Total  value,  $4,546,145. 

Vessels  entered  from  foreign  ports — 47  ships,  29 
barques,  176  brigs  and  174  schooners — in  all,  426 
vessels. 

Of  which  335  were  American,  77,330  tons. 

“ 91  were  foreign,  21,033  “ 

Vessels  built — 5 steamboats,  2 ships,  7 brigs  and 
56  schooners;  in  all  9,81S  tons — 70  vessels  in  all. 

The  number  of  now  houses  erected  in  this  city 
during  the  last  year,  465. 

Inspections  in  Baltimore.  Jesse  Hunt,  esq.  regis- 
ter of  the  city,  has  furnished  the  following  inspec- 
tions in  the  city,  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st 
ult.  exclusive  of  returns  made  to  the  state: — 

254,459  barrels  wheat  flour;  7,821  half  do.;  2,248 
barrels  rye  flour;  277  hhds.  corn  meal;  3,891  bis. 
do.;  83  half  do.  do.;  1,591  bis.  beef,  Baltimore 
packed;  151  halfdo.  do.  do.;  327  bis.  pork  do.;  779 
do.  do.  foreign  packed;  161  bis.  lard;  61  half  do.; 
7,85,  kegs  do.;  13  bis.  butter;  39  half  do.;  2,155 
kegs  do.;  9 stands  do.  180,998  sides  sole  leather 
and  rough  skirting,  from  the  yard. 

Commerce  and  trade  of  Baltimore.  Coffee.  There 
were  imported  into  the  district  of  Baltimore  from  fo- 
reign ports  for  the  quarter  enduring  Dec.  31, 1839, 

bags,  2S,870 

Previously  in  1839,  94,636 


Total  in  1839,  bags,  123,  506 

Imported  during  the  year  1838,  96,472 


Excess  of  1839  over  1838,  bags,  27,034 

Sugars.  Amount  of  sugars  imported  from  foreign 
ports  into  the  district  of  Baltimore  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing 31st  Dec.  1839,  viz: 

hhds.  164  tries. brls.  43  bxs.  1,225 

Prev.  in  1839,  12,725  196  2,465  7,129 


TI.  1839  hhds.  12.889  tres.  196  brls.  2,508  bxs.  8,354 
Import  1838,  11,780  00  6,157  8,570 


hhds.  1,108  brls.  3,649  bxs.  216 

The  hhds.  of  1839,  it  will  be  perceived,  exceed  the 
number  of  those  of  1838;  while  the  brls.  and  bxs.  of 
1838,  exceed  those  of  1839. 

Molasses.  Amount  of  molasses  imported  into  the 
district  of  Baltimore  from  foreign  ports,  for  the  quarter 
ending  31st  Dec.  1839: 

hhds.  64  tres.  28  bbls.  57 
Previous  in  1839,  7,376  779  970 


Total,  1839,  hhds.  7,440  tres.  807  bbls.  654 

Imported  in  1939,  5,919  914  373 


hhds.  1,531  tres.  107  brls.  654 
The  hhds.  and  bbls.  of  1839,  it  will  be  perceived  ex- 
ceed those  of  1833,  very  considerably. 

Hides.  The  number  of  ox  and  cow  hides,  imported 
into  the  district  of  Baltimore  from  foreign  ports  for  the 
quarter  ending  3 1st  Dec.  1839,  was  16,283 

Previously  in  1839,  68,305 


Total  for  year  1839,  84,5SS 

Inspections,  fyc. 

Flour.  The  following  exhibits  the  amount  of  flour 
inspected  during  the  year  1839,  compared  with  1838 
and  1S37: 


Wheat  flour. 

Rye  flour. 

Corn 

meal. 

’ brls. 

Ilf.  brls. 

brls. 

hhds.  brls, 

4th  qr 

1839, 

194,071 

6,S19 

526 

223 

1,951 

Prev.thisy’r 

354,822 

13,553 

4,967 

1,101 

4,264 

Total, 

1840, 

54S.893 

20.377 

5,493 

1,324 

6,215 

do. 

1838, 

420,636 

19,222 

15,495 

1,303 

5,458 

do. 

1837, 

391,676 

14,777 

15,877 

990 

8,373 

Whiskey.  Amount  of  whiskey  inspected  in  each 
quarter,  ending  with  the  last  of  March,  June,  October 
and  December,  with  the  total  for  the  year  1839,  viz: 
Last  day  of  March.  June.  Sept.  Dec.  Total. 
Hogsheads,  1,394  3,318  1,325  903  6,940 

Barrels,  10,212  15,905  9,08512,001  47,203 

In  1839,  No.  of  hhds.  6,940.  No.  of  brls.  47,203 
“ 1838,  No.  of  hhds.  7,860.  No.  of  brls.  52,393 


Ex.  of  ’39  over  ’38,  hhds.  902.  Do.  brls.  5,100 
Tobacco.  Stock  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1839,  hhds.  9,306 
Inspected  during  1839,  28,1 1 1 

Received  from  District  of  Columbia,  800 


hhds. 

Shipped  to  foreign  ports,  viz: 


Amsterdam,  6,153 

Rotterdam,  5,1 1 1 

Bremen,  10,237 

Cowes,  838 

Havre,  1,946 

Marseilles,  725 

Bordeaux,  303 

Trieste,  342 

Gibraltar,  194- 


(Virg’a  Ky.  and  stems,  not  included) 
Stock  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1840, 

Coastwise,  and  home  consumption, 


2S.217 


-25,849 

1,433 

10,106 

829 


38,217 

Of  the  foregoing  inspections  there  were  of 
Maryland,  22,558 

Ohio,  4,096 

Virginia  and  stems,  1,051 

Kentucky,  382 


Pennsylvania,  24 28,111 

Operations  in  the  different  warehouses: 
Inspected  in  warehouse  No.  1,  11,021 

“ “ No.  2,  7,734 

“ “ No.  3,  4,448 

“ “ No.  4,  4,903 


Total  inspected  in  1839,  28,111 

Stock  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1840.  No.  1,  3,429 

“ “ No.  2,  3,200 

“ “ No.  3,  1,618 

“ “ No.  4,  1,859 


Total,  Jan.  1,  1840,  hhds.  10,106 

RECAPITULATION. 

Inspected,  1839,  hhds.  28,111 

“ 1838,  29,626 

“ 1837,  30,855 

Shipped  in  1839,  26,900 

“ 1838,  27,432 


[Lyford’s  Price  Current. 

Coastwise  shipments  of  grain.  The  following  list 
exhibits  the  quantity  and  descriptions  of  grain, 
shipped  coastwise,  from  the  port  of  Baltimore,  for 
the  six  months,  from  the  1st  of  May,  to  31st  of 
October,  1839,  politely  communicated  for  the  Bal- 
timore Price  Current.  It  may  be  well  to  remark, 
that  the  shipments  from  Bowly’s  wharf,  where 
chiefly  for  the  eastern  markets;  and  from  the  others, 
wheat  excepted,  for  southern  markets. 

From  Bowly’s  wharf. 


Corn 

bushels 

582,000 

Wheat 

do. 

20,000 

Oats 

do. 

49,000 

Rye 

do. 

From  other  wharves . 

4,000 

Wheat 

do. 

270,000 

Corn 

do. 

80,000 

Oats 

do. 

40,000 

Total,  bushels  1,045,000 

Exports  of  wheat  and  flour  to  Europe.  The  fol- 
lowing list  exhibits  the  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour 
exported  from  this  port  to  England  and  France 


since  the  30th  ult. 

Wheat.  Flour. 

To  London  per  ship  Leila  6,000  2,850 

“ “ “ Emperor  6,030  2,850 

“ “ “ Scotia  15,150  4,000 

To  Liverpool  per  Glasgow  8,000 

To  Havre  per  bark  Isabella  2,450 

To  “ brig  Amazon 
To  “ “ Trois  Feres  2,000 


bushels  27,180  bis.  24,250 
Total  amount  of  wheat,  27,180  bushels;  total 
amount  of  flour,  24,250  barrels. 

In  reference  to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Scotia,  we 
would  observe  more  particularly,  that  besides  the 
quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  on  board,  she  has  near 
100  hhds.  of  tobacco  and  quercitron  bark,  the  total 
weight  of  her  w’hole  cargo,  including  kentledge, 
exceeding  two  millions  of  pounds. — She  is  a new 
ship,  this  being  her  second  voyage. 

Trade.  The  Baltimore  Sun  of  the  27th  ult.  says: 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  vs.  New  York.  The 
New  York  Star,  in  an  article  under  the  above  head, 
admits  that  this  city  and  Philadelphia  “are  doing  a 
great  part  of  the  business  w’hich  legitimately  be- 
longs to  New  York.”  The  Star  charges  the  falling 
off  in  the  amount  of  business  that  “legitimately  be- 
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longs”  to  that  city,  to  the  non-suspension  of  its 
banks,  at  a time  when  “all  the  banks  south  and 
west  ot  New  York  suspended  specie  payments.” 
That  they  did  not  suspend,  is  alleged  to  be  owing 
to  “mischievous  counsel.”  It  says,  “The  moneta- 
ry concerns  of  this  city,  (New  York)  and  probably 
of  the  state,  are  controlled  and  directed  by  bankers 
and  brokers,  and  not  by  the  ordinary  and  establish- 
ed rules  of  trade  and  commerce,  which  should  go- 
vern, and  which  in  former  years  governed  such 
concerns,  and  governed  them  wisely.  Two  jour- 
nals of  influence  in  such  matters,  the  New  York 
American  and  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  are  di- 
rectly in  the  interestsof  these  bankers  and  brokers, 
and  whatever  exigencies  may  arise  having  a bear- 
ing on  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country,  those 
journals  speak  the  immediate  wishes  and  interests 
of  their  principals  in  proposing  remedies.”  The 
Star  appears  to  think,  nay,  directly  alleges,  that 
this  power  which  has  usurped  the  functions  of  “the 
ordinary  and  established  rules  of  trade  and  com- 
merce,” brought  about  a premature  resumption  on 
a late  occasion,  and  prevented  a suspension  last 
fall,  when  “all  the  banks  south  and  west  of  New 
York  suspended,”  and  when  “the  New  York  banks 
should  have  done  the  same.”  This  would  have 
equalized  exchanges,  and  New  York  could  afford 
the  same  facilities  to  western  merchants,  that  are 
now  extended  to  them  in  this  city  and  Philadel- 
phia. Now,  with  the  quarrel  between  the  “bank- 
ers and  brokers,”  or  their  influence  on  the  one 
side,  and  “the  ordinary  and  established  rulesoftrade 
and  commerce”  and  their  advocates  on  the  other, 
we  have  nothing  to  do,  save  to  record  the  fact  of 
its  existence,  and  let  this  city  reap  her  share  of  the 
benefit  she  is  said  to  derive  from  it;  nor  are  we  pre- 
pared to  deny,  that  the  suspension  here,  and  the 
cotemporaneous  non-suspension  in  New'  York,  may 
have  given  us  a portion  of  that  trade  which  is  said 
to  “legitimately  belong”  to  the  former.  This  may 
be  all  very  true;  but  there  are  two  things  about  this 
matter,  one  of  which  we  hope,  and  the  other  we 
believe; — that  is,  we  hope  the  business  done  here, 
if  greater  than  heretofore,  will  prove  to  be  safe  and 
profitable  in  proportion  to  the  increase;  and  if  we 
have  received  a portion  of  that  western  custom 
which  New  York  assumes  to  be  hers  of  right,  we 
believe  we  are  not  entirely  indebted  for  it  to  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  our  banks.  An 
admission  that  we  were,  would  be  but  a poor  com- 
pliment to  the  natural  advantages  of  our  position, 
and  our  system  of  internal  improvements,  in  com- 
plete as  it  is,  and  must  be  for  some  time.  But  were 
all  our  contemplated  works  finished  to-morrow  we 
could  not  of  course  expect  to  suddenly  divert  from 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  all  that  portion  of  the 
western  trade,  that  would  eventually  make  its  way 
hither,  and  that  will  come  when  they  are  completed, 
and  when  a bettercommunication  than  we  now  have 
is  established  between  this  city  and  the  commer- 
cial states  of  Europe.  Yet  even  now,  the  com- 
mercial effect  of  our  internal  improvements  is  felt 
in  an  increase  of  trade,  a trade  which,  notwith- 
standing it  is  claimed  to  “legitimately  belong”  to 
New  York,  we  hold  to  be  the  legitimate  property 
of  any  city  or  place,  that  can  secure  it  by  the  offer 
of  superior  advantages,— such,  for  instance,  as  our 
system  of  internal  improvements  will  present,  when 
completed.  We  like  not  the  doctrine  of  the  Star, 
that  mercantile  cities  should  act  in  that  sort  of 
“unison,”  which  would  compel  one  city  to  act,  in 
regard  to  money  matters,  in  harmony  with  all  the 
others  in  a manner  leagued  with  it,  whether  she 
might  deem  it  to  be  for  or  against  her  interests;  but 
we  agree  with  them  most  cordially,  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  “the  control  of  monetary  concerns 
being  left  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  no  stock 
speculations  to  guard,  or  private  interest  to  sub- 
serve.” 

Official  resignation.  Doctor  James  McCulloch, 
deputy  collector  of  this  port,  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion on  the  first  of  last  month,  (having  signified 
his  intention  of  so  doing  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year),  which  was  accepted  by  the  collector.  Doc- 
tor McCulloch  is  a gentleman  of  literary  acquire- 
ments, of  great  urbanity  of  manners,  and  united  the 
esteem  of  the  many  merchants  and  shipmasters 
whose  vocations  so  frequently  brought  them  toge- 
ther. His  long  acquaintance  (24  years)  with  cus- 
ton  house  duties  imbued  him  with  much  practical 
knowledge  as  regarded  commercial  usage  and  trea- 
sury constructions;  and  it  will  be  some  time,  we 
opine,  before  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned  will  be 
more  competently  filled.  But  the  act  was  of  his 
own  volition;  and  he  retires,  we  believe,  with  a 
competency  honestly  acquired:  carrying  with  him 
also,  the  best  feelings  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Laughlin.  The  Globe  of  Wed- 
nesday, in  speaking  of  the  great  whig  procession 
in  this  city  on  Monday,  has  this  paragraph: 


“While  the  political  glorification  was  going  for- 
ward of  which  we  have  extracted  the  account  from 
the  opposition  prints,  some  tragical  events  took 
place,  which  we  might  have  supposed  would  have 
commanded  more  interest  among  men  of  feeling 
than  all  the  senseless  mummery  they  describe.  Se- 
veral persons  of  respectability  lost  their  lives  in  the 
course  of  the  day,andyet  the  heartless  throng  seem 
hardly  to  have  inquired  how  it  happened.  The 
Baltimore  American  disposes  of  the  whole  toge- 
ther, at  the  end  of  his  account  of  the  parade,  with 
much  less  particularity  than  he  notices  “ a barrel  of 
hard  cider  in  the  rear  of  the  cabin  and  a gourd  sus- 
pended by  it.” 

Now  in  reference  to  the  chief  tragical  event 
which  occurred  on  Monday,  the  Globe  would  hard- 
ly have  used  the  language  above  quoted,  if  it  had 
known  the  particulars  of  that  tragedy.  On  that 
subject  the  less  that  is  said  by  administration  jour- 
nals the  better — unless  indeed  there  should  be  found 
among  the  journals  of  that  party  some  that  have 
independence  and  feeling  enough  to  utter  such 
words  of  indignant  condemnation  as  the  brutal  out- 
rage merits. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Laughlin,  under  the  remarka- 
ble circumstances  of  the  case,  produced  a most 
powerful  excitement  throughout  the  city,  and 
among  the  large  mass  of  whigs  then  gathered  here. 
What  was  our  duty  as  journalists?  To  put  forth  in- 
flammatory paragraphs  stimulating  that  excitement 
and  urging  an  indignant  people  to  excesses,  which, 
however  colored  by  the  name  of  justice,  would 
have  been  such  as  all  reflecting  men  must  have  de- 
plored? Such  a course  would  not  have  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  principles  of  the  whig  party,  nor 
in  keeping  with  the  character  of  the  men  that  com- 
posed it.  To  leave  vengeance  to  the  law,  and  to 
uphold  that  law  on  all  occasions  in  its  due  course, 
are  fixed  principles  which  the  advocates  of  consti- 
tutional liberty  will  not  be  likely  to  swerve  from. 
We  do  not  know'  that  the  forbearance  of  the  whig 
press  in  this  city  on  the  occasion  we  arc  speaking 
of  will  be  appreciated  or  understood  by  our  politi- 
cal opponents  generally.  By  the  reflecting  and  in- 
telligent among  them  we  are  sure  that  it  will — for 
they  cannot  forbear  making  in  their  own  minds 
certain  contrasts  by  means  of  which  the  recent 
course  of  the  whigs — under  strong  excitement,  will 
be  made  to  stand  forth  clearly  in  its  true  light  and 
illustrate  the  real  principles  of  our  party. 

We  may  remark  that  in  the  many  speeches  de- 
livered on  Tuesday  to  immense  crowd  of  youthful 
and  ardent  whigs,  scarcely  an  allusion  of  and  ex- 
citing nature  was  made  to  the  death  of  the  whig 
marshal. — That  we  have  stated  above  the  true  rea- 
son of  this,  and  that  it  did  not  proceed  from  any 
want  of  feeling  or  sympathy,  is  evident  enough 
(rom  the  manner  in  which  the  tragical  event  was 
alluded  to  and  noticed.  The  vast  concourse  that 
walked  with  banners  in  mourning  to  the  funeral  of 
the  murdered  man,  was  an  evidence,  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, of  deep  feeling  with  which  all  regarded  the 
catastrophe.  The  amount  of  subscriptions  raised 
in  behalf  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  deceased 
will  probably  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars. — The 
whig  young  men  of  Baltimore  will  henceforth 
consider  themselves  as  guardians  in  trust  for  these 
children,  and  we  doubt  not  that  a sufficient  sum 
will  be  vested  under  the  direction  of  the  Tippeca- 
noe clubs  of  the  city,  or  by  officers  appointed  by 
them,  to  provide  for  their  education.  We  under- 
stand that  this  subject  has  already  been  under  con- 
sideration by  the  clubs.  We  are  sure  they  will 
not  suffer  it  to  be  lost  sight  of  until  an  adequate 
sum  for  all  liberal  purposes  of  education  and  sup- 
port, is  secured  to  the  helpless  little  ones  who  have 
so  strong  a claim  for  their  sympathy  and  protection. 

[ Balt.jlmer . 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  of  Virginia.  We  are  authorised  to  say  that, 
as  soon  as  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  exe- 
cutive, Messrs.  Baxter,  Rhodes  and  Jackson,  shall 
have  ascertained  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  result  of  their  examination,  with  a proper 
account  of  the  defalcation  of  the  first  teller,  and  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  it,  will  be  submitted  to 
the  stockholders,  who  would  instantly  have  been 
convened  by  the  president  and  directors,  had  the 
charter  given  them  (the  stockholders)  the  power 
to  change  the  administration  of  the  bank  between 
the  regular  periods  of  election.  Whatever  may  he 
the  loss  to  the  stockholders,  in  the  reduction  of  their 
profits  for  some  time,  from  the  want  of  fidelity  in 
one  of  the  officers,  who  had  borne  an  unimpeacha- 
ble character  until  the  moment  of  his  flight,  the  ge- 
neral operation  of  the  bank  will  go  on  as  usual, 
unless  the  stockholders  shall  see  fit  to  order  other- 
wise, after  a full  view  of  the  condition  of  the  insti- 
tution. [Whig. 

Now  that  the  worst  is  known  relative  to  this 
unfortunate,  but  long  serviceable  institution,  it  is 


proper  that  we  should  look  at  its  condition  and 
prospects  calmnly.  The  first  shock,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  certainly  to  impair  confidence  in  it, 
has  passed  by  and  it  is  time  that  we  begin  to  estimate 
its  ability  to  meet  demands  upon  it,  and  to  continue 
its  opeiations.  On  this  head  we  have  no  doubts. 
The  Virginia  bank  can  go  on,  and — the  secret  drain 
upon  it  being  cut  off,  and  its  curtailments  upon  its 
suspended  debt  continued, — it  will  be  enabled  to 
enlarge  its  sphere  of  usefulness  to  the  business  com- 
munity and  the  state.  The  bank  has  been  a long 
time  identified  with  the  interests  of  Virginia  and 
her  metropolis — she  has  made  sacrifices  for  both, 
and  deserves  to  be  regarded  with  the  kindliest  feel- 
ings. We  are  sure  the  following  paragraph  which 
we  have  from  good  authority,  will  be  read  with  sa- 
tisfaction by  all: 

The  bank  of  Virginia  is  strengthening  itself.  It 
received  yesterday  $115,000  in  specie  from  the 
north.  The  writer  would  add  that  there  is  not  the 
smallest  necessity  for  uneasiness  among  those  in- 
terested in  either  its  stock  or  its  notes,  on  account 
of  the  defalcation  of  the  late  teller.  Its  capital  is 
$3,642,100,  and  if  even  its  loss  should  turn  out  to 
be  what  it  is  at  present  supposed  to  be  (which  it 
is  hoped  is  rather  exaggerated)  the  bank  will  still 
have  a capital  of  upwards  of  $3,000,000,  with  a 
considerable  surplus  that  was  held  over  to  cover 
any  contingency  in  the  way  of  loss.  [Compiler. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Manufactures.  It  is  pleasent  to  meet  with  the 
following  from  the  Raleigh  N.  C.  Register: — “The 
enterprise  of  the  citizens  of  this  state  is  rapidly  en- 
abling it  to  become  independent  of  the  north  in  al- 
most every  branch  of  manufactures.  It  has  now 
many  more  factories  than  there  were  ten  years  ago 
in  the  whole  south.  A nail  factory  is  in  successful 
operation  in  Lincoln  county,  manufacturing  the  ar- 
ticle from  the  iron  ore  found  in  that  part  of  the  state 
which  is  pronounced  equal  to  any  in  the  world.” 

History  of  North  Carolina.  The  first  permanent 
settlement  in  North  Carolina  is  believed  to  have 
been  formed  immediately  subsequently  to  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Quakers  from  Virginia,  in  1662  (see 
Bancroft’s  History  U.  States,  vol.  ii  ch.  Carolina). 

In  that  year  Cistacar.eu.  king  “of  the  Yeopin  In- 
dians, granted  to  George  Durant  the  neck  of  land 
which  separates  Little  and  Perquimmons  rivers,  at 
their  entrance  into  Albemarle  sound;  and  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1663,  sir  William  Berkley,  gov.  of  Virgi- 
nia, granted  a portion  of  the  same  tract  to  George 
Cathmaid,”  under  the  following  description,  “3,350 
acres  lying  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  Roa- 
noke (now  Albemarle)  abutting  southerly  on  the 
said  sound,  easterly  on  Katotin  (now  Little)  river, 
westerly  on  Perquimmons,  which  issueth  out  of  the 
said  sound,  and  northerly  on  the  Owasoke  creek, 
which  issueth  out  of  Perquimmons  river  and  the 
woods;  the  same  being  due  unto  the  said  Cathmaid, 
per  transportation  of  sixty-seven  persons.”  These 
are  the  oldest  land  titles,  and  “Durant’s  Neck”  in 
Perquimmons  county,  probably  the  earliest  settle- 
ment in  Carolina. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1663,  king  Charles  the 
second  granted  to  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon,  George 
duke  of  Albemarle,  William  earl  of  Craven,  John 
lord  Berkley,  Anthony  lord  Ashly,  sir  George  Car- 
terett,  sir  J.  Colleton  and  sir  William  Berkley,  all 
the  country  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
included  between  the  31st  and  36th  parallels  of 
north  latitude.  The  territory  was  erected  into  a 
province  by  the  name  of  Carolina,  of  which  the 
grantees  were  lords  proprietors. 

On  the  8th  of  Sept.  1663,  sir  William  Berkley, 
governor  of  Virginia,  one  of  the  proprietors,  was 
instructed  to  visit  the  settlement  at  Albemarle  and 
organize  a regular  government.  “George  Drum- 
mond” was  appointed  governor,  assisted  by  a coun- 
cil of  six  persons,  and  the  infant  colony  was  from 
that  period  known  as  the  “county  of  Albemarle,  in 
the  province  of  Carolina.” 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1665,  the  second  charterof 
Charles  the  second  was  obtained,  enlarging  the 
powers  of  the  grantees,  and  extending  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  province  from  the  southern  boundaiies 
of  Virginia  (36°  30')  to  Florida  (29°). 

The  area  of  Carolina,  under  this  charter,  was  a 
million  of  square  miles,  quite  equal  to  one-half  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  according  to  their 
present  limits.  It  included  a large  part  of  Mexico, 
all  Texas,  all  our  territory  south  of  36°  30'  and 
west  of  Arkansas,  and  all  the  cotton-growing  states 
of  the  union,  viz:  North  and  South  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana. 

The  first  legislative  body  known  to  the  history  of 
Caiolina  convened,  according  to  Chalmers  (Hist. 
Col.  of  South  Carolina  vol.  ii.  p.  2S4),  in  1666, 
and  petitioned  the  lords  proprietors  to  permit 
the  people  of  Albemarle,  to  hold  their  lands  upon 
the  same  terms  that  the  people  of  Virginia  held 
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theirs.  Governor  Drummond  was  succeeded  by 
Samuel  Stephens,  in  October,  1667.  He  was  in- 
structed to  act  with  the  concurrence  of  a council 
of  twelve,  six  of  whom  were  to  be  appointed  by 
himself,  ami  the  other  six  to  be  chosen  by  the  de- 
legates of  the  freeholders,  constituted  “the  grand 
assembly  of  Albemarle.” 

On  the  29th  May,  1664,  (Brief  Description  of  Ca- 
rolina,” printed  by  Robert  Horne,  1666,)  sir  John 
Yeamans,  at  the  head  of  800  colonists  from  Barba- 
does  made  the  second*  settlement  that  was  attempt- 
ed on  the  Cape  Fear  river.  It  was  organized  into 
“the  second  government”  established  in  Carolina, 
and  received  the  name  of  the  “county  of  Claren- 
don.” The  first  “Charlestown”  in  Carolina  was 
projected  by  governor  Yeamans,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  situated  at  the  confluence  of  Oldtown 
creek  with  the  Cape  Fear,  in  the  county  of  Bruns- 
wick, on  the  plantation  now  owned  by  Thomas 
Cowan,  esq.  At  this  period  the  “county  of  Albe- 
marle” included  the  country  between  Virginia  and 
the  Cape  Fear,  and  the  “county  of  Clarendon”  was 
spread  over  thy  region  between  Cape  Fear  and  Flo- 
rida. 

In  1670,  governor  Sayle  landed  at  Port  Royal  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  a “third  government  in  Ca- 
rolina. He  fell  an  early  victim  to  the  disease  of 
the  climate,  and,  in  August  of  the  following  year, 
the  authority  of  gov.  Yeamans  of  “Clarenden,”  was 
extended  over  the  colony.  Governor  Yeamans  re- 
moved immediately  to  the  latter  settlement,  and  in  ' 
the  first  year  of  his  administration  founded  “Old 
Charleston”  on  the  banks  of  the  Ashley  river,  which 
continued  to  be  the  metropolis  of  the  colony  until 
1680,  when  the  present  city  “Charleston”  was  built 
upon  the  neck  of  land  between  Ashley  and  Cooper 
rivers.  The  colonists  who  accompanied  governor 
Yeamans  from  Barbadoes  to  Cape  Fear  are  believed 
to  have  followed  him  with  great  unanimity  on  his  mi- 
gration southward.  In  the  year  of  1691),  no  settler 
remained,  and  with  his  administration  the  history 
of  “Clarendon”  as  an  independent  government 
ceases.  [ Wilmington  N.  C.  Advertiser. 

GEORGIA. 

Topography.  The  following  table  exhibits  the 
the  number  of  acres  of  land  in  each  county,  and 
likewise  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  state 
of  Georgia,  agreeable  to  the  maps  and  records  in  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  general. 


Appling, 

6S0,426 

lones, 

241,920 

Baker, 

899,297 

Laurens, 

450,560 

Balkwin, 

156.160 

Lee, 

340,203 

Bibb, 

152,563 

Liberty, 

393,600 

Bryan, 

276,430 

Lincoln, 

126,720 

Bulloch, 

605,440 

Lowndes, 

1,238,203 

Burke, 

665,600 

Lumpkin, 

396,025 

Butts, 

113,030 

Macon, 

240,308 

Camden, 

720,000 

Madison, 

124,800 

Campbell, 

147,963 

Marion, 

350,562 

Carroll, 

432,180 

McIntosh, 

422.200 

Cass, 

439,130 

Merriwether, 

335,885 

Chatham, 

268,800 

Monroe, 

302,623 

Chattooga, 

223,936 

Montgomery, 

407,630 

Cherokee, 

467,730 

Morgan, 

22S.430 

Clark, 

179,200 

Murray, 

407,740 

Cobb, 

406,961 

Muscogee, 

291,903 

Columbia, 

320,000 

Newton, 

256,299 

Coweta, 

232, 8S1 

Oglethorpe, 

286,720 

Crawford, 

250,319 

Paulding, 

428,619 

Decatur, 

707,609 

Pike, 

266,962 

DeKalb, 

2S  1,2.53  Pulaski, 

515,355 

Dade, 

112,235 

Putnam, 

236,800 

Dooly, 

650,633 

Rabun, 

249.515 

Early, 

602,549 

Randolph, 

519,968 

Effingham, 

310,400 

Richmond, 

201,600 

Elbert, 

327,630 

Scriven, 

345,600 

Emanuel, 

753,920 

Stewart, 

432,170 

Fayette, 

218, SOI 

Sumter, 

369,357 

Floyd, 

317,343 

Talbot, 

331.46S 

Forsyth, 

183,515 

Taliaferro, 

86,400 

Franklin, 

499,200 

Tatnall, 

761,600 

Gilmer, 

530.572 

Tell  fair. 

264,960 

Glynn, 

253,440 

Thomas, 

900,720 

Greene, 

268,800 

Troup, 

230,100 

Gwinnett, 

347,083 

Twiggs, 

231,680 

Habersham, 

408,476 

Union, 

419,167 

Hail, 

253,277 

Upson, 

184, 5S0 

Hancock, 

2S3.640 

Walker, 

399,663 

Harris, 

297.680 

Walton, 

164,015 

Heard, 

165,763 

Ware, 

879,360 

Henry, 

333.540 

Warren, 

274,560 

Houston, 

392.8S4 

Washington, 

416,720 

Irwin, 

1,269,426 

Wayne, 

380,160 

Jackson, 

337,920 

Wilkes, 

323,840 

Jasper, 

Jefferson, 

245,760 

376,320 

Wilkinson, 

288,000 

35,515.526 


*A  few  individuals  from  New  England  settled  on  the 
Cape  Fear,  then  called  Clarenden  river,  in  1659,  and 
left  the  country  in  1663 — see  Martin’s  Hist.  N.  Carolina, 
vol.  1,  pp.  126-137. 


Thirty-two  colonels.  Thirty-two  persons  have 
been  appointed  aids-de-camp  of  the  governor  of 
Georgia,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

ALABAMA. 

Banking.  The  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser  says  the 
legislature  of  Alabama  have  conferred  banking  pri- 
vileges upon  the  penitentiary  about  to  be  erected  in 
that  state.  A cotemporary  says — “It  is  to  be  a ‘Ma- 
nual Labor’  bank,  we  presume,  on  the  regular 
Dyott  plan!” 

Mobile.  We  are  glad  to  find  by  the  Mobile  Journal, 
that  that  city  is  fast  recovering  from  the  calamitous 
fires  with  which  it  was  lately  visited.  In  one  street 
upwards  of  thirty  brick  stores  and  dwellings  are  in 
various  stages  of  completion,  and  preparations  for 
new  buildings  are  going  on  all  over  the  city. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  stale  protested.  The  Natchez  Free  Trader 
states  that  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  and  refual 
of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  to  make  provision 
by  taxation  or  loan,  to  meet  the  two  instalments 
due  on  the  sale  of  the  Planter’s  bank  stock,  and  the 
semi-annual  interest  for  the  others  not  yet  due, 
payable  in  London,  the  state  of  Mississippi  is  doom- 
ed to  suffer  protest  before  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature,  on  instalment  and  interest  to  an  aggre- 
gate amount  of  $496,710. 

The  same  paper  says: — “These  old  Planter’s 
bank  bonds  were  truly  and  lawfully  sold.  As  far 
as  these  are  concerned,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  true  indebtedness  of  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
and  her  faith  will  be  held  good  if  she  shall  have  to 
barter  half  her  soil  for  the  payment  of  this  half  a 
million.  But  why  did  not  the  legislature  provide 
for  this,  and  not  suffer  the  credit  of  the  state  (as  a 
state  heretofore  unsullied)  to  suffer  eclipse  in  the 
face  of  the  world? — Why  has  not  the  indignation  of 
the  public  (so  studiously  directed  towards  another 
quarter)  been  aroused  to  this  flagrant  assault  upon 
state  credit  and  state  honor,  made  by  the  legislature 
of  that  state,  and  in  face  of  the  clear  and  luminous 
report  on  Mississippi  state  bonds,  presented  by 
judge  Guyon?” 

The  times.  The  Mississippian,  the  state  paper 
of  Mississippi,  published  at  Jackson,  has  been  dis- 
continued for  a time,  the  workmen  refusing  to  take 
Mississippi,  or  work  for  any  thing  but  actual  money , 
and  the  proprietor  not  having  any  of  that  commo- 
dity to  offer  them. 

We  are  informed,  by  a gentleman  just  from 
Vicksburg,  who  had  been  over  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  that 
five  out  of  every  six  of  the  cotton  farms  were  now 
vacated  and  lying  a barren  waste — farms,  too, 
which,  but  a year  or  two  ago,  were  worth  from 
10,000  to  $50,000.  [Louis.  Journal. 

MICHIGAN. 

Sales  of  public  lands  in  Michigan  will  be  held  at 
the  following  places  in  the  approaching  season: 

At  the  land  office  in  Ionia,  commencing  on  the 
11th  of  May. 

At  the  same  place  in  continuation,  commencing 
on  the  25th  of  May. 

At  the  same  place,  commencing  on  the  15th  of 
June. 

At  the  land  office  inGenesse,  commencing  on  the 
11th  of  May. 

At  the  land  office  in  Detroit,  commencing  on  the 
11th  May. 

At  the  land  office  in  Genesse,  commencing  on  the 
6th  of  July. 

At  the  land  office  in  Ionia,  commencing  on  the 
17th  day  of  August. 

Flour  at  Detroit.  The  Rochester  Daily  says: — 
“Three  years  ago  Michigan  imported  her  flour,  and 
her  potatoes  too.  But  those  days  are  gone  by. — 
Twenty  five  thousand  barrels  of  tile  former  article, 
were  at  one  time  this  spring  waiting  shipment  for 
Buffalo,  at  Detroit  alone. 

INDIANA. 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  Mr.  Williams,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  Indiana  line  of  this  important  work, 
has  issued  a circular  to  the  contractors  requiring 
them  to  finish  their  jobs  so  that  boats  may  be  passed 
east  to  the  Ohio  line,  by  the  4th  of  July,  and  west 
to  Lafayette,  by  October  next. 

Slate  slocks  in  Europe.  The  New  York  Courier 
says:  We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  ship  Silvie 
de  Grasse  brings  information  that  colonel  Murray 
has  made  an  additional  negotiation  of  Indiana  state 
stocks,  for  account  of  the  North  American  Trust 
•and  Banking  company,  at  favorable  rates;  upwards 
of  $500,000,  at  92,  including  exchange.  There  is 
a growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  Americgn  securi- 
ties in  France.  This  sale  of  Indiana  stock  cannot 
fail  to  be  gratifying  to  the  people  of  that  state.  Her 
great  resources  and  correct  legislation  have  attract- 
ed the  attention  of  European  capitalist;  and  by 
persevering  in  a course  of  integrity  and  skilful 


management  of  her  fiscal  concerns,  her  credit  will 
continue  to  rank  high  on  the  other  side.” 

ILLINOIS. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly  a 
charter  was  granted  to  the  city  of  Springfield,  the 
capital  of  Illinois.  On  the  2 1st  ult.  an  election 
was  held  for  a mayor  and  aldermen,  which  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  the  whig  candidates. 


Retrograding.  The  inhabitants  of  the  northern 
part  of  Illinois  seem  desirous  of  seceding  from  the 
state,  and  coming  under  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 
This  would  throw  the  whole  of  the  rich  mining 
district  east  of  the  Mississippi  into  the  territory  in 
question.  The  cause  is  not  stated.  Wisconsin 
will,  in  any  event,  soon  come  into  the  union.  Whe- 
ther the  portion  who  wish  to  “slope  off,”  would  be 
allowed  to  get  rid  of  their  share  of  the  heavy  im- 
provement debt  of  Illinois,  or  whether  that  be  the 
motive,  is  to  be  seen.  Uquestionably  the  chief 
source  of  state  revenue,  and  therefore  the  chief 
burden  of  the  taxes,  must  fall  on  the  mining  dis- 
tricts. The  restless  spirit  of  change  is  characteris- 
tic of  our  countrymen,  especially  under  the  present 
calamitous  depression  of  the  times.  We  look  upon 
it  as  a bad  omen  for  the  future,  unless  a radical  re- 
form is  effected  in  the  administration  of  the  general 
government,  and  the  great  body  of  the  working 
classes,  constituting  a vast  majority  of  our  popula” 
lion,  unite  together  to  put  down  party  violence, 
and  promote  the  cause  of  universal  education,  so- 
briety, morals  and  religion. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE., 

April  30.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
answ  er  to  a resolution  of  the  senate  calling  lor 'in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  construction  of  piers 
at  the  towns  of  Racine  and  Southport,  in  Lake 
Michigan. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  from  a large 
number  of  persons  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsy  Ivania, 
asking  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  with 
a view  to  the  correction  of  the  difficulties  and  evils 
that  exist  in  relation  to  the  currency.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  did  not  suppose,  at  the  present  time,  there 
was  likely  to  be  any  action  on  that  subject;  and 
hence  he  should  move  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table.  He  should  take  occasion,  however,  at  some 
future  period  of  this  session,  to  express  his  views 
at  large  in  relation  to  the  currency. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  from  a lar^e 
number  of  citizens  of  the  state  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  a third  time, 
and  passed: 

The  bill  granting  a quantity  of  land  to  Michigan 
to  aid  that  state  in  making  a canal  round  the  lulls 
of  St.  Marie. 

The  bill  to  admit  the  works  of  American  artists 
in  foreign  countries  free  of  duty. 

The  bill  granting  lands  on  a credit  to  the  New 
Albany  and  mount  Carmel  Rail  Road  company  was 
read  a third  time,  and,  on  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage, a debate  of  great  length  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Tappan , Benton  and  Hubbard  opposed  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  White,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Young  and  others  advocated  it.  The  dis- 
cussion was  continued  until  after  three  o’clock 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see rail  road  company  was  read  a third  time,  and 
alter  a short  discussion  was  passed. 

Mr.  Norvell  introduced  a resolution  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect,  which  he  said  he  would  not  ask  the 
adoption  of  until  Monday: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  direct  the  release  of 
William  Lyon  Mackenzie,  imprisoned  at  the  jail  at 
Rochester,  New  York,  tor  a violation  of  the  laws  to 
preserve  the  neutral  obligations  of  the  United  State*- 
and  also  to  direct  the  remission  of  any  fines  which  may 
have  been  imposed  on  him  for  the  same  offence 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 


ri  tlUIIS 


were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright,  f rom  the  governor  of  New  York 
enclosing  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  this  state’ 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  law  granting 
land  to  Michigan  to  aid  in  making  the  ship  cana'l 
round  the  falls  of  St.  Marie.  J 


By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Mount  Car- 
bon coal  company,  asking  the  alternate  sections  of 
land  through  which  their  road  passes. 

jjy  Mr.  Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Macomb  county 
Michigan,  praying  the  release  of  Win.  Lyon  Mac- 
kenzie. 


Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
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ther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Missouri,  asking  that  the  lands  in  that 
state  may  be  brought  into  market. 

Mr.  Young , from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  to  which  had  been  committed  the  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  the  New  Albany  and  Mount  Carmel 
rail  road,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

An  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Young  to  have  the 
bill  considered  then.  On  this,  quite  an  animated 
discussion  arose  between  Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Young, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  King, 
Pierce  and  others  when 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  make  the  bill  the  special 
order  for  Tuesday  week;  which  was  agreed  to. — 
The  motion  embraces  all  the  bills  of  a like  charac- 
ter for  rail  roads,  of  which  there  are  several. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  representatives  of  captain  William  Williams, 
late  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina;  when 

Mr.  Pierce  addressed  the  senate  at  great  length 
against  the  bill,  and  against  the  allowance  of  com- 
mutation cases  generally. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  thought  the  evidence  would  bear 
out  the  reports;  and  when  the  bills  came  up,  he 
thought  he  should  be  prepared  to  show  the  fact. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  This  bill  was  postponed  to  allow  time 
for  full  investigation. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

May  4.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a letter  from  the  governor  of  Michigan, 
transmitting  works  in  relation  to  the  geology  of 
that  state. 

Mr.  Dixon  presented  a memorial  from  the  marshal 
of  Rhode  Island,  praying  that  the  proceedings  on 
me3ne  and  final  process,  under  authority  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  made  to  conform  to  the  laws 
of  the  several  states  respectively.  Some  remarks 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Knight  in  rela- 
tion to  this  memorial,  when,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Clayton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  the  bill  re- 
ported from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  in  re- 
lation to  the  bankrupt  law  being  deemed  sufficient 
to  provide  for  all  cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  from  the  house 
of  representatives  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government 
for  the  year  1840,  was  read  a first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  that  the  committee  on  finance 
had  already  examined  the  bill,  and  had  concluded 
to  propose  to  the  senate  only  three  not  very  impor- 
tant amendments.  He  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  committee  on  finance,  who  would  be  able  to 
report  it  back  in  twenty  minutes. 

The  bill  having  been  accordingly  referred,  and 
soon  after  reported  from  the  committee  with  three 
amendments— 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  senate  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  Davis  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  not 
be  done  to-day,  though  he  was  willing  that  it  should 
be  done  at  the  earliest  proper  and  convenient  mo- 
ment. But,  for  one,  he  wished  at  least  to  seethe 
bill  before  he  should  give  his  vote  upon  it,  as  it 
was  one  of  great  importance,  embracing  a great 
variety  of  objects. 

Mr.  Wright  expressed  the  apprehension  that,  if 
it  should  not  be  acted  on  to-day,  it  would  not  be 
done  this  week.  It  was  now  late  in  the  session 
and  besides  various  departments  of  the  government 
were  now  suffering  for  the  want  of  these  appropri- 
ations. 

Mr.  Davis  replied  that  he  had  not  the  least  dis- 
position to  delay  the  bill  a moment;  and.  if  he  had 
seen  the  bill  and  understood  its  contents,  he  would 
be  ready  to  act  upon  it  at  once.  But  it  was  not 
twenty  minutes  since  it  had  been  reported  from 
the  other  house,  and  the  senate  were  now  called  on 
to  act  upon  it  finally.  This  he  thought  hardly  rea- 
sonable, however  pressing  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment might  be,  though  he  was  willing  the  senate 
should  fix  on  the  earliest  reasonable  day.  It  was, 
besides,  doubtful  whether  there  was  now  a quorum 
of  the  senate  present. 

Mr.  Wright  still  expressed  his  anxiety  to  hasten 
the  progress  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hubbard  stated  that  this  bill  was  almost  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  one  that  was  printed  and  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  senate  a month  ago;  and  the  prin- 
cipal changes  consisted  in  the  reduction  of  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  demanded  a count,  and  it  was  soon 
after  found  that  a quorum  of  the  senate  was  pre- 
sent. 

The  senate  now  took  up  and  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  the  first  two  amendments  to 
be  mere  corruptions  of  errors  made  in  summing  up 
the  items  for  the  state  department— an  excess  of 


$15,000  {'meant  for  postage),  and  of  $100  in  the 
compensation  of  district  attorneys  and  marshals.— 
The  third  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee 
was  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $45,000  for 
the  2d  and  ad  volumes  of  Clarke  and  Force’s  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  Revolution. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Wright, 
Davis,  Hubbard  and  Benton,  the  appropriation  of 
$45,000  was  stricken  out,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Knight, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge — S. 

The  other  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  now 
read  a third  time,  and,  on  the  question  “Shall  this 
bill  pass?”  There  appeared,  yeas  25,  Nays  0. — 
(No  quorum.) 

Mr.  Sevier  hoped  the  senate  would  enforce  the 
rules,  and  make  senators  vote  that  were  present. 

Mr.  Knight  said  he  had  not  even  heard  the  bill, 
and  he  thought  it  improper  to  vote  without  know- 
ing more  of  it. 

The  bill  having  been  read  at  length — 

Mr.  Knight  said  he  had  learned  some  things  un- 
known to  him  before;  of  which  one  was  a reduc- 
tion of  certain  salaries. 

The  question  was  again  put,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 26. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  by  consent  introduced  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  and  asked  that  it  now  be  con- 
sidered: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  a joint  committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  and  examining  into  the  facts  having 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force  for 
compiling  and  publishing  two  volumes  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  Revolution  of  the  United  States, 
under  a contract  (as  they  allege)  entered  into  between 
them  and  Edward  Livingston,  late  secretary  of  state, 
with  a view  of  putting  an  end  to  the  further  publica- 
tion of  said  work  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  ascertain 
from  said  Clarke  and  Force,  and  from  other  sources, 
what  sums  shall  be  paid  to  indemnify  them  for  what 
they  have  already  published,  under  the  alleged  con- 
tract, and  what  further  sum  should  be  paid  to  them  for 
any  actual  expense  incurred  in  collecting  materials, 
under  said  alleged  contract;  and  that  said  committee 
be  authorised  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  that 
they  report  the  facts  and  the  gross  amount  to  both 
houses  of  congress  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

This  joint  resolution  having  been  read  a first  and 
second  time — 

A brief  conversation  followed,  by  Mr.  King,  who 
thought  there  had  been  some  deception  in  the  for- 
mation of  this  contract,  which  he  wished  at  an  end, 
but  only  by  paying  liberally  for  all  expense  and 
loss  which  had  already  been  incurred;  by  Mr.  Tap 
pan,  who  denounced  the  contract  as  a fraud,  and 
declared  he  was  not  willing,  like  the  senator  from 
Alabama,  to  buy  off  rogues;  by  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Hubbard  and  Sevier,  who  concurred  in  the  views 
of  Mr.  Jung;  and  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  who  would  not 
attribute  fraud  to  a solemn  act  of  congress,  nor  co- 
erce Clarke  and  Force  to  a compromise  by  withhold- 
ing what  was  already  their  due,  as  had  just  been 
done  by  striking  out  an  appropriation  in  their  fa- 
vor; and  he  avowed  his  aversion  to  violate  a con- 
tract of  the  government,  or  to  alter  it  without  a 
fair  and  mutual  agreement. 

The  resolution  was  now  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
introduced  a bill  making  further  provision  to  pre- 
vent the  abuse  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  use  of  unauthorised  papers  in  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  D.  alluded  to  the  necessity  that  existed  for 
an  early  action  on  the  bill,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would  call  it  up  on  to-morrow  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and, 
after  a short  session,  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 

May  7.  A message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  bonds 
of  the  territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Davis  begged  leave  to  present  to  the  senate  a 
letter  and  several  tables,  addressed  to  him  by  Mr. 
Lapoufe,  who  was  employed  by  the  French  govern- 
ment in  the  management  of  the  lenticular  light- 
houses upon  (he  coast  of  France.  He  said,  although 


these  papers  were  addressed  to  him,  they  were  evi- 
dently designed  for  the  information  and  use  of  the 
public  upon  a topic  of  considerable  interest.  The 
French  government  has  prosecuted, with  distinguish- 
ed success,  their  inquiries  after  the  best  principles 
of  illuminating  light-houses  and  had  probably  arrived 
at  results  more  satisfactory  than  had  ever  been  at- 
tained to  elsewhere.  Their  lenses  gave  a brilliancy 
to  the  beam  of  light  that  had  never  been  surpassed, 
enabling  the  mariner  to  see  it  at  a very  great  dis- 
tance, as  well  as  in  weather  when  the  ordinary  lights 
of  the  United  States  would  be  invisible. 

The  object  of  the  tables  was  to  bring  into  com- 
parison the  amount  of  oil  consumed  in  our  light- 
houses as  they  now  are,  and  the  amount  consumed 
if  fitted  with  the  lenticular  apparatus;  and  he  makes 
it  appear  that  the  saving  with  the  improvement 
would  be  nearly  one-half.  These  are  very  impor- 
tant results,  of  great  interest  to  the  country,  and 
worthy  of  examination.  He  would,  therefore, send 
these  papers  to  the  table,  and  ask  to  have  them  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  commerce,  who  had  of- 
ten had  this  subject  under  consideration,  and  he 
hoped  would  bestow  upon  it  the  attention  it  deserv- 
ed. 

Also,  documents  in  relation  to  the  bill  making 
further  provision  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  flag  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  use  of  unauthorised  pa- 
pers in  the  foreign  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Dixon  called  up  the  memorial  of  Burrington 
Anthony,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  for  an  act  of  congress  making  the  proceed- 
ings under  mesne  and  final  process  of  the  United 
States  courts  conformable  to  the  laws  regulating  pro- 
cess from  states  courts  of  the  several  states,  and 
extending  to  persons  committed  for  debt  or  execu- 
tion from  United  States  courts  all  the  privileges 
granted  to  debtors  commuted  on  execution  from  the 
state  courts.  Mr.  D.  said  that  when  that  memorial 
was  presented  on  Monday,  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
on  the  suggestion  of  a senator  that  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary  had  already  prepared  a bill  that  would 
supersede  further  legislation  on  that  subject.  But, 
Mr.  D.  said,  on  examination  it  appeared  that  the  bill 
referred  to  by  the  senator  did  not  meet  or  contem- 
plate the  evil  complained  of,  and  of  course  did  not 
afford  the  remedy  or  the  relief  prayed  for.  He 
therefore  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary;  which  was  referred 
accordingly. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  refered: 

By  Mr.  Knight,  from  citizens  of  Rhode  Island, 
asking  for  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  corporation  of  Alexan- 
dria, asking  an  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the 
town. 

The  vice  president  presented  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  reply  to  a re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  giving  a summary 
of  the  items  and  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  go- 
vernment from  1824,  included,  up  to  1839. 

Mr.  Benton  (on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hubbard) 
moved  the  printing  of  30,000  extra  copies  of  the 
document. 

There  was  an  unusually  animated  and  interesting 
debate  on  the  motion  to  print,  in  which  Messrs. 
Benton,  Preston,  Broum,  Southard,  Hubbard,  Web- 
ster, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Buchanan 
participated;  and  on  the  question  being  taken  to  print 
30,000  extra  copies,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Ciayton,  Da- 
vis, Dixon,  Henderson,  Rnight,  Merrick,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White — 
14. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  8.  The  vice  president  presented  a petition 
from  citizens  of  New  York,  asking  the  release  of 
Wrn.Lyon  Mackenzie;  which  was  directed  to  be 
sent  to  the  president. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  dis- 
pense with  the  expenditure  for  the  hoard  of  visters 
to  West  Point. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee:  reporting  back 
the  communication  from  the  war  department  in  re- 
lation to  a plan  of  national  defence. 

Some  unfavorable  reports  from  the  committee  on 
private  claims  were  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoris- 
ing experiments  to  be  made  upon  the  application  of 
steam  vessels  to  harbor  defence. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 
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May  11.  A message  was  received  from  the  pre- 1 
sidentof  the  United  States,  covering  a report  from  | 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  29th  December,  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
change or  sale  of  drafts  by  disbursing  officers  of  the 
government. 

On  a motion  made  by  Mr.  Benton  to  print,  an  in- 
cidental discussion  arose  on  the  subject  of  the  cur- 
rency, in  which  Messrs.  Webster,  Sevier,  Critten- 
den and  Benton  took  part.  The  documents  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mllen  presented  a memorial  from  certain  citi- 
zens of  Georgetown,  denouncing  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  Georgetown  as  a 
gross  and  palpable  violation  of  theirseveral  charters, 
and  asking  that  they  might  be  forced  to  wind  up 
their  charters.  This  memorial  was  signed  by  about 
4S  persons. 

Also,  from  numerous  citizens  of  Starke  county, 
Ohio,  praying  that  a reduction  of  the  salaries  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  general  government  may  be 
made. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Harrisburg,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  silk. 

Mr.  Norvell  called  up  the  resolution  offered  by 
him,  some  days  since,  in  relation  to  the  release  of 
William  Lyon  Mackenzie.  The  pardon  of  Mac- 
kenzie having  been  effected,  Mr.  N.  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  then  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  payment  of  equitable 
commissions  to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons 
in  whore  favor  awards  have  been  made  under  three 
several  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  cer- 
tain foreign  powers;  which  awards  have  been  re- 
tained in  the  treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  to 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Plumb  Island  Bridge 
and  Turpike  company. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  the  19th  June,  1834. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Arkansas  to  sell  the  lands  hertofore  appropriat- 
ed for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  state. 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  states  and  incorporated 
companies  engaged  in  the  construction  of  roads  and 
canals  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Leighton  was 
then  take  up,  and  discussed  at  great  length,  Messrs. 
Pierce,  Webster,  Preston,  Crittenden,  Buchanan,  Dix- 
on and  Henderson  advocating  the  bill;  and  Messrs. 
Benton,  Allen,  Calhoun,  Wright  and  Hubbard  oppos- 
ing it. 

The  question  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes;  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  a vote  of  31  ayes 
to  9 noes. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  12.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Southard,  from  Joseph  Hampton  and 
others,  remonstratingagainstthe  use  of  bloodhounds. 

By  Mr.  Mouton,  from  the  trustees  of  the  Coddo 
academy,  asking  a donation  of  land  for  that  insti- 
tution. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Grand  Gulf  rail  road  company,  asking 
the  remission  of  duties  on  rail  road  iron. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Natchez,  praying  the  re- 
lease of  Wm.  Lyon  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  reported  a bill  to  authorise  experiments  to 
be  made  in  the  application  of  steam  power  to  har- 
bor defence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a 
grant  of  money  or  land  to  the  state  of  New  York  to  as- 
sist in  the  construction  of  a rail  road  between  the  wa- 
ters of  lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain,  and  parallel  with 
the  St.  Laurence  river.  And,  also,  to  ascertain  how 
far  the  said  road  will  facilitate  the  transportation  of  the 
mails,  public  stores,  troops,  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
how  far  it  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  forts  and  other 
military  defences  along  the  St.  Lawrence  frontier 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  inquire 
into  the  expedieny  of  appropriating  $500,  to  be  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  secretaries  of  war  and  na- 
vy, for  preserving  and  arranging  for  inspection  the 
mineral  and  geological  specimens  in  their  departments. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  es- 
tablish a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  United  Slates. 

The  question  beingprospectiveiy  on  a substitute, 
moved  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  by  Mr. 
Walt,  for  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Wall,  in  sustaining  his  substitute,  insisted 
that  the  original  bill  from  the  committee  was  par- 


tial, unconstitutional,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  pe- 
titioners and  of  the  country,  a solemn  mockery  to 
bankrupts,  and  could  not,  under  any  circumstances, 
be  sanctioned  by  a majority  of  either  house  of  con- 
gress. He  recited  a history  of  the  origin  and  pro- 
gress of  the  law  of  bankruptcy,  particularly  with  a 
view  to  show  that  its  operation  was  usually  confined 
to  traders,  but  the  legislative  power  used  its  discre- 
tion to  declare  who  should  be  considered  as  traders. 
He  went  into  a particular  explanation  of  his  substi- 
tute, urging,  collaterally,  the  propriety, expediency 
and  impartiality  of  its  provisions.  He  especially 
argued  in  favor  of  extending  the  operations  of  the 
law  to  state  corporations,  and  to  states  themselves, 
so  far  as  connected  with  such  corporations. 

Mr.  Clayton  having  acquiesced  in  some  of  the 
provisions  and  principles  of  the  substitute,  directed 
his  opposition  only  to  that  part  of  it  which  extended 
to  corporations.  He  argued  that  it  was  evidently 
one  of  the  numerous  measures  heretofore  attempted, 
for  the  purpose  either  of  overruling,  controlling  and 
using  the  banks  as  political  instruments,  or  other- 
wise of  crushing  and  destroying  them,  and  that  the 
bill  might  be  made  a powerful  means  of  effecting 
one  or  the  other  ofthese  objects.  Banks,  he  insist- 
ed, were  the  creatures  of  the  states,  with  which 
congress  had  no  right  in  any  way  to  interfere;  nor 
was  interference  expedient,  for,  if  once  begun,  there 
could  be  nothing  to  prevent  its  progress,  even  to 
the  destruction  of  those  institutions.  He  proceed- 
ed to  show  the  present  and  past  liability  of  almost 
every  bank  in  the  country  to  have  this  very  substi- 
tute brought  against  them,  as  an  inevitable  means 
either  of  their  destruction  or  of  creating  almost  uni- 
versal distress  by  forcing  the  sudden  payment  of 
debts,  not  only  to  the  banks,  but  to  all  individuals 
whose  business  might  be  more  or  less  remotely  con- 
nected with  such  debts  to  the  banks.  He  insisted 
that  the  community  at  large  desired  no  such  inter- 
ference of  congress  in. their  behalf,  and  would  not 
thank  them  for  it. 

Mr.  C.  commented  on  an  apparent  inconsistency 
in  the  substitute  by  first  extending  its  operation  to 
all  persons  in  the  United  States,  and  afterward  limit- 
ing its  operation  to  traders  alone,  which  difficulty 
was  to  be  got  over  by  every  person  declaring  a tra- 
der. He  characterized  the  substitute  as  a system 
not  of  uniformity,  but  variety,  and  declared  that 
there  was  only  one  contingency  in  which  it  could 
possibly  become  uniform,  which  was,  that,  as  the 
substitute  in  effect  provided  for  its  repeal  by  any 
of  the  states,  its  repeal  by  all  the  states  would  make 
it  uniform. 

Mr.  Crittenden  having  indicated  his  design  to 
speak  to-morrow. 

The  senate,  after  an  executive  session,  adjourned. 

May  13.  Mr.  Young  presented  a memorial  from 
numerous  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Illinois,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  of  the  public  land,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  construction  of  a rail  road  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi  river,  by  way  of  Boston 
and  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  cede  the  public 
lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, made  a favorable  report  thereon,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce, 
20,000  extra  copies  ordered. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  called  up  a resolution  offered  by 
him  some  time  since,  to  change  the  hour  of  meeting 
from  12  to  11.  On  this  motion  a debate  arose,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Sevier,  Dixon  and  King 
took  part.  The  resolution  was  then  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  22  ayes  to  17  noes. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  to  ensure  the  more  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports,  was  tw'ice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  ofbankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Wall’s  substitute  for 
the  bill, 

Mr.  Crittenden,  having  expressed  his  regret  that 
all  the  members  of  the  committee  could  not  agree 
on  a measure  demanded  by  a great  amount  of  suf- 
fering, observed  that  various  states,  from  motives 
of  humanity,  had  themselves  endeavored  to  legis- 
late on  this  subject,  though  it  had  been  given  by 
the  constitution  into  the  bands  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. The  majority  of  the  committee,  taking 
into  view  the  distressing  events  which  had  caused 
a loud  public  demand  for  this  measure,  and  regard- 
ing it  to  a great  extent  as  an  experiment,  and  wish- 
ing also  to  avoid  an  increase  of  executive  patronage, 
had  thought  best  to  limit  Ihe  operation  of  the  bill 
to  cases  of  voluntary  bankruptcy.  The  object  of  it 
was  simply  to  raise  up  those  who  had  fallen  into 
extreme  distress  and  embarrassment,  without  fault 
of  their  own,  from  circumstances  beyond  their  con- 


trol, and  often  in  consequence  of  meritorious  and 
laudable  exertions.  The  benefit  of  the  bill  was  to 
be  confined  to  debtors,  for  whose  sake  alone  it  was 
asked.  There  had  been  no  call  for  help  to  credi- 
tors, and  for  them  help  was  not  needed;  for  when- 
ever imprisonment  for  debt  had  been  abolished  by 
any  of  the  states,  collateral  measures  had  been  ta- 
ken to  place  all  the  property  of  the  debtor  within 
reach  of  the  creditor. 

Having  argued  at  large  against  a compulsory 
law  of  bankruptcy,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  examine 
and  comment  upon  the  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  substitute.  It  not  only  embraced  compulsory 
bankruptcy,  beyond  the  bill  of  the  committee,  but 
extended  to  a large  class  of  state  corporations.  Mr. 
C.  argued  at  much  length  against  the  right  of  thege- 
neral  government  to  interfere  at  all  with  such  cor- 
porations, and  referred  to  the  evil  consequences 
which  must  necessarily  follow  such  interference. — 
He  replied  to  Mr.  Wall’s  objection  that  the  bill  was 
not  uniform,  and,  consequently,  unconstitutional, 
by  showing  that  the  bill  would  operate  every  where 
alike,  and  on  all  persons  under  similar  circum- 
stances. He  argued,  also,  that  Mr.  Wall’s  substi- 
tute was,  on  his  own  showing,  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  with  an  earnest  and  pathetic 
appeal  to  senators  to  keep  this  measure  from  being 
contamniated  and  defeated  by  party  politics. 

Mr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Crittenden  having  further  ex- 
plained and  amplified  their  respective  views — 

Mr.  Webster  suggested  to  Mr.  Wall  that  it  was 
not  in  order,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  make  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment,  and  he  made  some 
brief  comments  on  what  Mr.  Wall  now  admitted 
was  an  effect  of  his  substitute — which  was,  to  re- 
gard all  persons  whatever  as  traders,  in  the  volun- 
tary part  of  the  bill,  but  to  confine  that  term  to 
particular  classes  in  that  part  of  the  bill  which  w ould 
compel  bankrutcy. 

A very  curious  conversation  with  Mr.  Wall  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  Mr.  Webster’s  remarks,  on 
this  double  use  of  the  term  trader,  but  without  any 
apparent  change  in  the  views  of  either  gentleman. 
The  bill  still  being  up — 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session,  and  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Mpril  30.  By  general  consent,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hammond,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  bill 
to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  Williamsport,  w’as  taken  up,  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

By  leave,  Mr.  Goode  presented  certain  papers  in 
relation  to  a claim  pending  before  the  committee  on 
public  lands;  which  were  referred  accordingly. 

A similar  privilege  was  granted  to  several  other 
members. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  reported  a bill  to  carry  into  efFect 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Reed  asked  leave  to  make  a report  from  a 
committee  in  behalf  of  an  absent  member. 

Mr.  Bell  suggested  that,  as  reports  were  now  in 
order,  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  business  proceed 
regulaily. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports. 

The  committees  having  been  called  through,  the 
house  proceeded,  during  the  residue  of  the  morning 
hour,  to  dispose,  in  its  order,  of  the  business  on  the 
speaker’s  table. 

The  first  subject  was  a motion  to  print  5,000  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury on  the  expenditures  and  defalcations  since  the 
year  1789;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  was  a motion  to  print  5,000  extra  co- 
pies of  a report  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
state  department;  which  was  agreed  to. 

But  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  moved  a recon- 
sideration of  the  vote;  and  after  a few  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Fillmore,  R.  Garland  and  Petrikin — Mr. 
Carr  demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded.  And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  re- 
consideration) was  ordered,  and  being  taken,  the 
vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  then  moved  to  refer  the  motion 
to  print  to  the  committee  on  expenditures  of  the 
state  department.  On  the  question  being  taken  and 
no  quorum  voting,  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

The  next  suject  iri  order  was  a motion  to  print 
5,000  extra  copies  of  a report  of  the  seeretaiy  of 
the  treasury,  on  the  payments  made  into  the  treasu- 
ry from  183-1  to  1839.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Kentucky,  the  motion  vt  as  laid  on  the  table. 
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On  leave  given,  Mr.  Custis,  from  the  committee 
on  commerce,  reported  without  amendment  a se- 
nate bill  in  relation  to  the  iron  steamboat  New  Jer- 
sey, formerly  called  the  Robert  L.  Stockton.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  C.  the  bill  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Graham  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  a 
resolution  providing  that  on  and  after  Monday  next 
the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this  house  should 
be  eleven  o'clock;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were,  yeas91,  nays85  (not  two-thirds);  so  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  ofVa.  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair), 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expensesof  the  government  for  the  year 
1840. 

The  item  under  consideration  last  evening  was 
the  following: 

“For  delraying  the  expenses  of  the  supreme, 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cludino-  the  District  of  Columbia;  also  for  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  fiorn  fines, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  in  the  year  1840 
and  the  preceeding  year;  and  likewise  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  U.  States  are 
concerned,  and  of  prosecutions  for  offences  com- 
mitted against  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe- 
keeping^of  prisoners,  $300,000. 

Mr.  Cushing  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  $5,000  of  the  $300,000  appropriated  in  the 
above  item  should  be  applied  to  the  more  commodi- 
ous safe-keeping  of  two  prisoners  of  state  held  in 
prison  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  neutrality  act, 
so  called.  (The  persons  alluded  to  are  Messrs. 
Mackenzie  and  Van  Renselaer.) 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  state  reasons  why  ad- 
ditional consideration  should  be  shown  to  these  in- 
dividuals, as  being  victims  of  state  policy  for  state 
reasons. 

Mr.  Craig  called  Mr.  C.  to  order:  first  for  irrele- 
vancy; but  subsequently  changed  the  ground,  so  as 
to  make  his  point  of  order  against  the  amendment 
itself,  on  the  ground  that  it  proprosed  to  changethe 
existing  laws' as  to  the  mode  of  keeping  state  pri- 
soners. The  chair  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in 
order.  Mr.  Craig  appealed  from  that  decision. 
The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Briggs,  Mason, 
Dromgoole.  Crahb  and  Tilling  hast.  The  question 
was  then  taken,  and  the  vote  stood:  ayes  2S,noes  98. 
So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

The  house  having  reached  the  item  appropriating 
for  “salaries  of  registers  and  receivers  of  land  offi- 
ces where  there  are  no  sales,  $3,500,” 

This  item  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Garland,  and 
on  which  a d"bate  ensued,  and  was  participated  in 
by  Messrs.  Garland,  Downing,  Jones,  Graves,  Fill- 
more, Corwin  and  Marvin,  and  resulted  in  the  rejec- 
tion ol  the  item. 

Mr.  Jones  then  introduced  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  appropriating  $2,500  lor  the  salary  of  the  sur- 
veyor, and  $2,000  for  two  assistant  surveyors  oT 
the  boundary  litre  between  Texas  and  the  United 
States.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Jones  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  $10,000 
for  the  building  of  the  mint  at  Dahlonega,  in  Geor- 
gia. 

A conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Stanly,  Jones,  L.  Williams,  Cooper  and  Ogle,  and 
on  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  car- 
rier!: aves  100,  noes  21. 

The  item  of  “$51,000  for  the  new  treasury  build- 
ing” having  been  read — 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
“51,”  and  inserting  “105,  to  finish  the  colonade 
and  portico,”  being  the  amount  of  the  estimates  ol 
the  architect. 

AHer  some  remarks  on  the  situation  ot  this  build- 
ing, by  Messrs.  Jones,  Petrilcin,  Lincoln,  Everett, 
Proffii  and  Stanly,  a motion  was  made  lor  the  ris- 
ing of  the  committee,  which  prevailing,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  then,  at  a quarter  past  11  o clock, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  May  1.  The  business  in  order  was  on 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Petrilcin,  to  strike 
out  $51,000,  and  insert  $105,000,  for  paying  the  ex- 
penses already  incurred  on  the  new  treasury  build- 
ing, and  for  completing  the  same. 

Alter  considerable  discussion  on  the  amendment, 
by  Messrs.  Adams,  Jones,  of  Virginia,  Hunt,  Lin- 
coln, Salionstall,  Monroe,  Marvin,  W.  Thompson  and 
Pelrikin,  when  the  question  was  taken,  by  tellers, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  85,  noes  43. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  to  amend  the  item  appropri- 
ating $45,000  for  continuing  the  construction  ol  the 
new'paient  office,  by  striking  out  45,000  and  insert- 
ing 100,000. 


Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
appropriating  $42,000  for  paying  arrearages  for 
materials  furnished,  labor,  &c.  Mr.  Petrilcin  accept- 
ed this  as  a modification.  After  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Pelrikin,  Lincoln,  Stanly,  Proffii,  Jones,  of 
Virginia,  and  Bond,  the  question  was  taken  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing 
the  salary  of  the  principal  gardener  from  $1,200  to 
$1,000.  Some  debate  followed  on  this  motion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Stanly,  Lincoln  and  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia, participated,  when  the  question  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  rejected. 

Mr.  Ogle  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  lollowing  item:  “For  alterations  and  repair 
of  the  president’s  house  and  furniture,  for  purchas- 
ing trees,  shrubs  and  compost,  and  for  superin- 
tendence of  the  grounds,  $3,665.”  Mr.  O.  ad- 
dressed the  committee  for  three  hours  and  a half  in 
reply  to  remarks  heretofore  made  by  Messrs.  Lin- 
coln and  Kcim,  when  after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
TJncoln,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
rejected. 

To  the  item  appropriating  $8,000  to  the  artists 
engaged  in  executing  four  historical  paintings  for 
the  vacant  panels  of  the  rotundo,  Mr.  JAncoln  of- 
fered a proviso  making  the  payments  bear  reference 
to  the  progress  of  the  works. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Stanly,  Jones, 
V a.  Lincoln,  Adams  and  Lewis  Williams,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  a like  restrictive  proviso  to 
the  item  appropriating  $8,000  to  pay  Luigi  Persico 
and  Horatio  Greenough  for  statutes  to  adorn  the  two 
blockings,  east  front  ofthe  capitol;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  item 
appropriating  $775,000  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  the  next  census  was  reduced  to  $740, OOO. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $118,743  for  the  custom  house  at  New  York; 
which  amendment  was  rejected.  Some  remarks 
were  made  by  Messrs.  W.  Tompson,  Evans  and 
A.  Smith,  in  relation  to  the  item  appropriating 
$121,000  for  the  custom  house  at  Boston,  when 
Mr.  Andrews  moved  to  strike  the  item  out.  Alter 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Lincoln,  Jones,  of  Va. 
and  Lewis  Williams — The  question  was  taken,  and 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  insetting  $29,000  for  public  buildings  at  Staten 
Island. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  inserting  $500  for  repairs  of  the  cus- 
tom house  at  New  Bedford,  and  a ceitain  sum  for 
the  repairs  of  the  custom  house  at  New  London; 
which  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  appropriating  $4,000  for  repairs  of  the  Marine 
hospital  at  Norfolk.  Adopted. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  collector 
of  New  York  under  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  from 
$3,354  to  $1,350.  After  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Stanly,  Jones,  Dawson,  Thompson,  of  Mississippi, 
L.  Williams,  Curtis,  and  Evans.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  allow 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  salary  of  the  minister 
to  Spain,  in  case  of  his  return,  to  be  applied  to  a 
charge  to  be  sent  in  his  place,  should  the  president 
so  determine. 

Pending  which  amendment  the  committee  rose; 
and,  at  a few  minutes  past  11  o’clock.  The  house 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  2.  The  journal  having  been  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Casey,  olTllinois,  in  the  chair), on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year 
1S40. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  made 
last  evening  by  Mr.  Evans,  to  allow  the  sum  appro- 
priated for  the  salary  of  the  minister  to  Spain,  in 
case  of  his  return,  to  be  applied  to  a charge  to  be 
sent  in  his  place,  should  the  president  so  determine. 
/ After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Cash- 
ing, Stanly,  Smith,  Jones  and  Bell,  the  question  was 
put  and  the  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for  sala- 
ries to  charges  to  Belgium  and  Naples. 

On  this  proposition  a warm,  lengthy  and  desul- 
tory debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs  .Dromgoole, 
Graves,  Graham,  of  N.  Carolina,  Vanderpoel,  Smith, 
of  Maine,  Adams,  Stanly,  Curtis,  Rhett,  Mason,  of 
Ohio,  McKay,  Turney,  While,  Galbraith,  Petrilcin, 
Andrews  and  Pope,  participated;  after  which  the 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  ayes  26,  noes  not  counted. 


The  item  for  a minister  to  Holland  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Jones,  stricken  out,  it  having  been  in- 
serted by  mistake. 

The  appropriation  foroutfits  for  a ministerto  Rus- 
sia and  charge  to  Sardinia  was  altered  from  $18,000 
to  $13,500. 

Mr.  Triplett  moved  to  insert  $12,000  for  agents 
to  look  alter  the  tobacco  interest  in  Europe.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  appropriations  for  the  post  office  department 
having  been  read,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  inquired 
whether  the  post  office  had  an  agent  in  Europe, 
and  what  were  his  duties  and  compensation?  Mr. 
Jones  replied  that  he  was  sent  to  collect  information 
as  to  mail  facilities;  it  was  believed  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  that  it  would  be  important  to  get  this 
information.  His  salary  was  that  he  had  before 
been  in  receipt  of  as  a clerk  in  the  office.  Mr.  Da- 
vis inquired  as  to  the  cost  of  this  agency?  Mr. 
Jones  was  not  able  to  reply  exactly.  The  agent 
received  his  salary  and  travelling  expenses.  There 
were,  unavoidably,  many  such  agents  employed  in 
this  country,  to  detect  depredations  on  the  mail,&c. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  Jones 
wished  a correction  in  the  salary  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  pensions,  making  it  conform  to  the  law. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  re- 
port the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  house;  w hich 
being  carried  nem.  con.  the  committee  rose  accord- 
ingly, and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and,  being  put  as  follows,  “shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?” 

Mr.  R.  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  lor  the  reading  of  all  the  amend- 
ments, and  some  of  them  were  read  accordingly; 
when  the  reading  was  suspended. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  viz:  “shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put?” 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  110,  nays  48. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  in  succession, 
on  the  several  amendments  made  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  they  were  all  concurred  in.  The 
question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed lor  its  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
145,  nays  15. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time.  The  pre- 
vious question  was  then  moved,  seconded,  put  and 
carried  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  a resolution  for  meeting  on 
Monday  at  8 o’clock,  with  a view  to  then  adjourn- 
ing over  to  Thursday,  (to  allow  of  the  cleaning  of 
the  hall,  taking  up  carpets,  Stc). 

Mr.  Dromgoole  objected.  Mr.  Briggs  made  an 
explanation.  Mr.  Dromgoole  persisted  in  his  ob- 
jection. Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  his  proposition. 

Some  member  moved  to  adjourn.  The  question 
being  put,  the  ayes  were  66,  the  noes  78.  So  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  suspending  the 
rules  to  enable  Mr.  Briggs  to  offered  his  motion, 
Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays:  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them;  and  the  rules  were 
suspended:  ayes  120,  noes  25. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Briggs  was  then 
moved,  and  the  previous  question  thereon  was  se- 
conded, put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
the  house  refused  to  order  them.  The  resolution 
was  then  carried:  ayes  107,  noes  23. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  4.  The  house  met,  for  form  sake,  at 
8 o’clock,  and  immediately  adjourned  over  to  Thurs- 
day. 

Thursday,  May  7.  Pursuant  to  adjournment  (he 
house  of  representatives  reassembled  this  day,  at 
12  o’clock. 

The  speaker  announced  the  business  first  in  order 
to  be  the  report  of  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  facts  relative  to  the  recent  breach 
of  privilege  on  the  floor  ofthe  house. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Briggs  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Adams)  would  modify  his  motion  so  as 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  to  a fu- 
ture day.  Mr.  Adams  thereupon  moved  that  the 
furlherconsideration  ofthe  report  be  postponed  until 
Thursday  next;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Cuve  Johnson,  who  had  lor  some  time  past 
been  detained  from  the  house  by  indisposition, 
asked  that  the  house,  llie  same  cause  continuing, 
would  relieve  him  from  further  service  on  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs.  And  Mr.  J.  was  excused 
accordingly. 
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A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  Mr. 
A.  Dickins,  their  secretary,  setting  forth  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
Jior  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  ot  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1840,  with  certain  amendments, 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  house  was  re- 
quested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mams,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  (Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair)  on  the 
“bill  to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports.” 

Mr.  A.  asked  that,  belore  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
one  of  the  petitions  on  which  it  was  founded  might 
be  read.  The  sections  of  the  bill  were  accommo- 
dated tothe  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  There  were 
as  many  as  50  petitions  cotniRg  from  all  the  manu- 
facturing states  of  the  union,  setting  forth  the  diffi- 
culties that  existed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 
The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  remedy  these  incon- 
veniences, and  to  ensure  the  collection  of  the  re- 
venue. 

One  of  the  petitions  was  accordingly  read  by  the 
clerk. 

Alter  which,  the  bill,  having  been  first  read 
through,  was  taken  up  by  sections.  And  the  first 
section  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Rhelt,  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause, 
and  the  question  having  been  stated  to  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  R.  delivered  at  some  length  his  views  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  alter  which  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress  on  the  bill,  in  order  to 
enable  the  house  to  take  up  and  consider  the  amend- 
I ments  made  by  the  senate  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill. 

The  two  first,  which  were  merely  formal,  were 
concurred  in.  The  third  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  item  appropriating  45,000  dollars  for 
the  Documentary  History  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  that  the  house  concur  with 
the  senate  in  tile  amendment;  and  he  went  into  a 
long  and  critical  examination  of  the  contract  and 
the  law  under  which  it  had  been  made,  and  urged 
the  concurrence  of  the  house  in  the  amendment, 
with  a view  to  have  an  inquiry  instituted  into  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  so  that  the  house 
might  act  understanding^. 

Mr.  Evans  spoke  in  reply,  referring  to  former 
discussions  in  the  house  of  ttiis  subject,  and  con- 
tending that  congress  was  bound  by  the  contract, 
and  must  fulfil  it.  He  considered  the  objections 
advanced  by  Mr.  Atherton  as  involving  the  integrity 
of  congress  and  the  capacity  and  know  ledge  of  the 
late  Mr.  Livingston,  (with  whom  the  contract  was 
made),  and  repelled  with  warmth  the  charge  that 
Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force  had  been  guilty  of  any 
fraud  or  impropriety  whatever.  He  went  into  a 
recapitulation  of  the  whole  matter  from  the  begin- 
ning: insisted  that  the  contractors  had  fully  compli- 
ed with  their  engagement;  stated  that  the  work  had 
been  printed,  and  delivered,  and  received  at  the  de- 
departments; and  remonstrated  with  earnestness 
against  the  proposed  refusal  to  appropriate  money 
to  pay  for  it.  He  had  no  objection  to  a committee 
of  inquiry,  if  gentlemen  thought  it  expedient;  but, 
in  the  meanwhile,  there  was  no  reason  why  the  sum 
now  justly  due  should  not  be  appropriated.  He 
quoted  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Livingston  on  the  work, 
and  scouted  the  idea  advanced  by  Mr.  Atherton 
that  it  was  useless,  and  would  never  be  read.  He 
adverted  to  the  vast  expense  incurred  by  other  na- 
tions in  illustrating  their  past  history,  and  the  ho- 
nors and  profits  conferred  on  those  who  collected 
and  preserved  the  monuments  of  that  history  for 
posterity.  The  present  work  was  limited  in  its  ex- 
tent; was  worth  more  by  far  than  all  its  cost;  and 
would  be  an  invaluable  contribution  tothe  libraries 
of  our  public  literary  and  political  institutions. 

Mr.  E.  remonstrated  against  the  cruelty,  injus- 
tice and  oppression  of  attempting  to  coerce  the  en- 
terprising and  industrious  contractors  for  this  work, 
by  keeping  them  out  of  their  just  dues,  until  they 
might,  from  embarrassments,  be  induced  to  relin- 
quish their  contract.  The  work  was  an  honor  to 
the  country,  to  congress,  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  to  the  contractors  themselves;  and  he  rejoiced 
in  lending  his  elforts  to  its  continuance  and  com- 
pletion. 

Mr.  Sallonstall  followed  on  the  same  side,  insist- 
ing on  the  sacred  obligation  of  an  acknowledged 
contract,  and  the  duty  of  the  government  to  com- 
ply with  it;  and  dwelling  on  the  peculiar  advantage 
of  this  republic  over  other  nations,  in  its  being  able 
thus  to  secure  tile  original  monuments  of  its  history. 
He  went  into  an  enumeration  of  the  subjects  to  be 
embraced  in  the  work,  insisting  on  its  great  value, 
and  the  impossibility  of  its  publication  unless  under 
governmental  patronage. 

Mr.  Petrikin  remonstrated  against  stopping  the 
appropriation  bill,  and  with  it  all  the  wheels  of  go- 


vernment, to  provide  for  a work  which  he  consi- 
dered as  of  doubtful  utility.  He  thought  this  was 
not  the  proper  time  to  go  into  an  extended  discus- 
sion on  such  a matter,  and  he  concluded  by  moving 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  was  or- 
dered. Mr.  Barnard  moved  to  adjourn — but  the 
house  refused  the  motion.  The  question  was  then 
put  on  calling  the  house,  and  decided  as  follow's: 
yeas  50,  nays  50.  There  being  a tie,  the  chair  vot- 
ed in  the  affirmative;  so  a call  was  ordered.  The 
house  was  then  called. — 109  gentlemen  responded 
to  their  names;  the  absentees  were  called;  132  then 
answered;  and  the  doors  of  the  house  being  closed, 
the  call  proceeded. 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  to  suspend  the  call,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed.  So  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the 
call  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Petrikin' s call  for 
the  previous  question,  it  was  seconded,  put  and  car- 
ried; and  the  main  question  being  on  concurring  with 
the  senate  in  their  proposed  amendment  of  the  appro- 
priation  bill,  (striking  out  the  appropriation  for 
Clarke  and  Force’s  Documentary  History  of  the  U. 
States),  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 
yeas  73,  nays  48.  So  the  house  concurred  in  the 
senate’s  amendment,  and  this  important  and  much 
desirpd  bill  now  waits  only  for  the  president’s  sig- 
nature to  become  a law. 

Mr.  iV  Cost  Johnson  presented  a request  of  the 
convention  on  national  education,  now  met  in  this 
city,  for  the  use  of  the  hall  on  Saturday  evening 
next;  which  was  granted. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  was  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  house  Then  adjourned. 

Friday,  May  8.  Almost  immediately  after  the 
reading  of  the  journal,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Adams,  went  again  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Bell  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill,  “to  ensure  the 
more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports.” 

And  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Rhelt,  of  South  Carolina,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Adams  resisted  that  motion,  and  contended 
that  if  there  were  defects  in  the  bill,  they  ought 
to  be  amended,  but  that  the  bill  itself,  being  for  an 
important  and  a legitimate  object,  ought  not  to  be 
destroyed.  He  noticed,  incidentally,  some  of  Mr. 
Rhell’s  general  objections;  reserving  those  which 
applied  to  particular  sections  of  the  bill,  until  those 
actions  should  be  reached  in  the  regular  course  of 
the  discussion.  Mr.  A.  proposed  that  before  taking 
any  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rhett,  which 
went  to  destroy  the  bill,  it  should  be  read  by  sec- 
tions for  amendment. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  inquired  whether  the  bill 
had  been  reported  with  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  committee  on  manufactures? 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that  no  objections  had  been 
made  in  committee;  though,  of  course,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  might,  possibly,  have  diffe- 
rent views  as  to  some  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Davis  then  quoted  an  article  from  the  New 
York  Express,  in  which  the  bill  was  very  severely 
handled. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  New  York  papers 
abounded  with  similar  articles,  and  also  with  some 
on  the  other  side.  It  was  easy  to  understand  that 
those  interested  in  the  evils  to  be  corrected  by  tbe 
bill  could  find  ways  and  means  of  filling  the  pa- 
pers with  articles  intended  to  create  a prejudice 
against  it. 

Mr.  Sergeant  next  rose  and  recapitulated  the  en- 
tire course  of  previous  legislation  with  a view  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  duties,  and  made  an  argu- 
ment to  show  ttiat  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  destroyed, 
but  perfected,  as  some  further  provision  to  effect 
its  purpose  was  greatly  needed.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  the  best  of  all  provisions  would  be 
to  appoint  competent  and  faithful  officers  to  exe- 
cute the  revenue  laws. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  replied  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Davis,  stating  that  the  members  of  the  committee 
on  manufactures  had  all  concurred  in  tile  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  though  Ihey  did  not  all  perfectly 
agree  as  to  some  of  its  details.  He  added  a few 
words  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhett’ s objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rhett  responded,  and  Mr.  Tillinghast  re- 
joined, and  further  explained. 

Mr.  Rhett  then  went  into  some  general  remarks 
in  favor  of  free  trade  and  a low  tariff,  and  concluded? 
bv  withdrawing  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  enact-; 
ing  clause  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu  thereof  moved 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
house,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  then 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
to  be  by  them  remodelled.  j 


Mr.  Sergeant,  although  not  approving  every  fea- 
ture in  the  bill,  opposed  this  motion,  thinking  it 
better  now  to  discuss  any  amendment  which  should 
be  proposed. 

Mr.  Adams  also  opposed  the  motion  to  rise.  If 
the  committee  were  to  remodel  the  bill,  let  them 
first  hear  all  the  objections  to  it.  As  to  those  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if 
there  were  none  more  formidable,  he  should  not 
think  of  making  any  alteration  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rhett  then  put  his  motion  in  this  lorm:  That 
the  committee  rise  with  a view  to  a motion  that  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the 
motion  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
rise,  and  the  vote  stood  ayes  21,  noes  62. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise,  but  no  quorum 
voted. 

And  the  committee  then  rose,  and  the  chairman 
reported  to  the  house  that  the  committee  found 
itself  without  a quorum. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which 
motion  having  prevailed,  the  clerk  called  the  roll, 
and  90  members  answered  to  their  names. 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been 
called  over,  107  members  appeared  to  be  present. 
The  doors  of  the  hall  were  then  closed.  Several 
excuses  were  received.  After  which,  a quorum 
being  present,  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call 
were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  suspended. 

And  the  house  again  went  into  committee,  and 
proceeded,  section  by  section,  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

A number  of  amendments,  none  of  them  eliciting 
any  discussion  beyond  mere  explanations,  except 
as  hereinafter  mentioned,  were  proposed  and  agteed 
to;  but  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  understood 
without  inserting  the  provisions  of  the  bill  itself. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhett  to  strike  out 
the  7th  section;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  strike  from  the  9th  section 
the  words  which  provide  for  the  exemption  of  the 
United  States  from  any  stipulation  as  to  costs. 

This  amendment  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  and 
the  question  was  not  taken  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Habersham , the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  make  the  bill  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow;  on  which  motion  no  quorum 
voted.  Whereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  9.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Andrews, 
of  Kentucky,  presented  a memorial,  which  was  ap- 
propriately referred. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  that  the  house  would,  by 
general  consent,  resolve  itselfinto  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  for  the  purpose  of 
resuming  the  consideration  of  the  bill  “to  ensure 
the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to 
tile  collection  of  duties  on  imports.” 

Mr.  Habersham  said  that  when  he  moved  that  the 
committee  rise  last  evening,  he  had  stated  that  he 
did  so  because  lie  considered  that  the  bill  involved 
principles  which  required  the  serious  consideration 
and  reflection  of  the  committee  and  of  the  house. 
The  speaker  reminded  the  gentleman  that  debate 
was  not  in  order.  Mr.  Habersham  said  he  was  not 
going  into  a debate.  The  speaker  inquired  whether 
the  gentleman  objected  to  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Adams?  Mr.  H.  said  he  did.  Mr.  Adams  there- 
upon moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  on  which 
motion  the  yeas  having  been  announced  as  69.  Mr. 
Habersham  said  that,  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  sense 
of  the  house  that  the  bill  should  be  taken  up,  he 
would  withdraw  his  objection.  And  thereupon  the 
house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Bell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  “to  ensure  the  more 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws  relating  tothe  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports.” 

When  tile  committee  rose  last  evening,  the  pend- 
ing question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis  to 
amend  the  8th  section  thereof,  by  striking  out  the 
words  “without  being  compelled  to  give  or  enter 
into  any  stipulation  in  reference  to  the  costs  there- 
,of,  any  rule  or  order  of  any  court  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.”  And  the  question  having  been 
taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  the  same  section  of 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  insert  in  the  latter 
clause  thereof  the  words  “without  just  cause.” 

A motion  was  also  made  by  Mr  .Everett  to  amend 
the  said  last-mentioned  clause  of  the  8th  section  by 
inserting  after  the  words  “paper-writings”  the 
words  following  to  wit:  “which  said  witness,  if  pre- 
sent in  court  upon  the  trial  of  the  cause,  should  be 
required  to  produce,  and  which  shall  be,”  &c. 


174 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  16,  1840— CONGRESS. 


Which  proposed  amendment,  after  a few  expla- 
natory remarks  from  Messrs.  Everett,  Adams,  Fill- 
more, TiUinghust  and  Clifford,  was  rejected. 

And  the  9th  section  or  the  bill  having  been  then 
read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

“Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
a suit  shall  be  tried  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  in  which  is  involved  any  question  of  duties 
on  importations  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandise, 
no  person  having  an  interest  in  such  question  shall 
be  competent  as  a witness  on  such  trial,  unless  call- 
ed to  testify  by  the  adverse  party.” 

Which  said  section  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures had  heretofore  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  “enacted,”  and  inserting  the 
following: 

“That  whenever  a suit  against  any  collector  or 
other  officer  of  (he  customs  for  the  seizure  of  goods, 
■wares  or  merchandise  unlawfully  imported  into  the 
United  States,  or  forfeited  tor  the  unlawful  entry 
of  the  same,  shall  be  tried  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  suit  is  involved  any  question  of 
duties  on  importations  of  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise, no  person  having  the  same  interest  with  that 
of  the  party  to  the  suit  in  the  question  at  issue  shall 
be  competent  as  a witness  on  such  trial,  unless 
called  to  testify  by  the  adverse  party.” 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  this  section  had  been  alter- 
ed from  that  proposed  in  the  draught  by  the  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  of  New  York  and  the  district 
attorney  there.  It  limited  the  variation  from  the 
law  of  evidence  as  practised  by  the  courts,  very 
much  beyond  the  proposition  contained  in  the  offi- 
cial bill.  This  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  bill 
to  which  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Rketl)  had  taken  exception  the  other  day;  and  it 
was  also  one  to  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  anticipated 
there  might  be  much  objection,  inasmuch  as  it  had 
some  tendency  to  limit  the  competency  of  witnesses 
on  the  part  ot  the  parties  charged.  He  would  ask, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  explanations  of  the  col- 
lector in  relation  to  this  section  might  be  read. 

And  the  explanations  having  been  read  by  Mr. 
Briggs,  a very  heavy  debate  followed,  involving 
abstruse  disquisitions  upon  the  law  of  evidence,  and 
long  and  elaborate  references  to  distinguished  legal 
authorities;  of  all  which,  if  the  reporter  were  to  at- 
tempt a sketch  without  the  aid  of  some  eminent 
lawyer,  he  would  be  led  into  the  publication  of  ab- 
surdities and  blunders,  the  like  as  to  which  have 
never  been  known  since  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

The  debate  was  participated  in  by  Messrs.  Adorns, 
Hoffman,  Petrikin,  Rhelt,  Briggs,  Tilling-hasl,  Bar- 
nard, Lincoln,  Sergeant , Vanderpoel,  Monroe,  Un- 
derwood, Curtis  and  Craig.  When  the  question 
being  on  striking  out  the  section  under  debate  in 
the  original  bill,  except  the  first  line,  and  inserting 
the  amendment,  it  was  carried  without  a count. 

Mr.  Rketl  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire  sec- 
tion as  amended,  and  the  question  being  put,  the 
ayes  were  49,  the  noes  69.  No  quorum  having  vot- 
ed, a motion  was  make  that  the  committee  rise — 
on  which  the  ayes  w:ere  21,  the  noes  85. 

There  still  being  no  quorum;  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house,  which  thereup- 
on, at  about  six  o’clock,  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  11.  Mr.  Crubb,  of  Alabama,  ask- 
ed leave  to  olfer  a resolution  altering  the  hour  of 
meeting  to  11  o’clock. 

Objection  being  made.  The  rules  were  suspend- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  120,  nays  23.  The  re- 
solution w'as  then  adopted.  So  the  house  will  meet, 
till  otherwise  ordered,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Dawson  wished  to  introduced  a resolution 
fixing  the  day  of  adjournment  of  the  present  session 
of  congress  on  the  15th  of  .Tune  next;  but  it  not 
being  in  order  at  the  time,  Mr.  D.  did  not  press  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Jenifer  presented  a memorial  from  the  tobacco 
convention  which  recently  met  in  this  city,  and 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  question  of 
its  reference  lies  over. 

A great  number  of  gentlemen  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  get  in  resolutions  and  petitions;  but  the 
house  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  went  again  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Belt,  ofTennessee,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prevent  Irauds  in  the 
collection  of  the  revenue. 

The  question  lying  over  from  Saturday,  and 
which  could  not  then  be  decided  for  W’ant  of  a quo- 
rum, was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rhett  to  strike  out 
the  9th  section  of  the  bill  as  amended,  it  was  now 
decided  in  the  negative.  Ayes  62,  noes  83.  So 
the  section  was  not  stricken  out. 

The  10th  section  having  been  read,  which  pre- 
scribes the  punishment  of  persons  defrauding  or 
attempting  to  defraud  the  revenue  by  fraudulent 
invoice,  entry  or  otherwise.  Mr.  Rhett  moved  to 
strike  out  that  clause  which  declares  such  persons, 
on  conviction  of  the  crime,  “incapable  of  holding 


any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,” 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  inas- 
much as  it  went  to  add  to  the  list  of  disqualifications 
to  office  which  the  constitution  had  fixed. 

This  constitutional  question  was  argued  at  con- 
siderable length  by  Messrs.  Tillinghast,  Fillmore, 
Adams,  Crabb,  Rhelt  and  Briggs. 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  mak- 
ing the  disqualification  apply  only  to  persons  hold- 
ing an  office  “created  by  act  of  congress;”  but  it 
was  negatived. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Rhetts’  motion 
to  strike  out,  and  decided  in  the  negative;  ayes  48, 
noes  S2. 

Mr.  Cushing,  after  animadverting  on  the  practice 
said  to  prevail  in  N.  York  of  bribing  the  officers  of 
the  customs,  not  only  in  cases  of  fraud,  but  to  sti- 
mulate them  to  give  preference  to  one  individual 
over  another,  in  the  discharge  of  official  acts  con- 
fessedly lawful,  offered  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  if  any  collector,  surveyor  or  deputy,  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  customs  or  persons  employed 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  shall,  for  the  per- 
formance of  any  official  act,  or  for  any  favor,  pre- 
ference, or  despatch  in  the  performance  of  the 
same,  receive  from  any  person  any  money  or  other 
thing  of  value  other  than  his  legal  compensation, 
he  shall  be  subject  to  a fine  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  for  each 
and  every  such  offence. 

A debate  followed  and  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Sundry  other  amendments  were  proposed,  most 
of  which  were  rejected;  and,  at  a quarter  past  6 
o’clock,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  house.  Before 
which,  Mr.  Holmes  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
address  the  house  generally  on  the  bill,  if  no  gen- 
tleman more  alert  than  himself  should  move  the 
previous  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leadbeller,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments (as  made  in  committee  of  the  whole)  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  12.  Pursuant  to  its  order  of  yes- 
terday, the  house  met  this  day  at  11  o’clock,  but 
the  hall  looked  like  some  spacious  room  prepared 
for  a feast,  to  which  the  guests  that  were  bidden  had 
neglected  to  come. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  leave  to  offer 
a resolution,  providing  that  hereafter,  the  house 
would  take  a recess  from  half  past  two  to  four 
o’clock.  Objections  being  made,  Mr.  D.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  it  was  ob- 
vious that  no  quorum  was  present,  and  that  no  re- 
sult therefore  could  be  arrived  at  with  respect  to 
this  resolution.  He  would  therefore  move  a call 
of  the  house,  that  it  might  be  seen  who  the  gentle- 
men were  that  recorded  their  names  for  a resolution 
to  meet  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  then,  after  its  adop- 
tion, were  not  to  be  found  in  their  seats.  The  mo- 
tion for  a call  having  prevailed,  the  clerk  called 
the  roll,  when  93  members  answered  to  their  names. 
And  the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  call- 
ed, 130  members  appeared  to  be  present. 

The  speaker  then  ordered  the  doors  of  the  hall 
to  be  closed. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  said  he  would  like  to  have  read 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  yesterday 
for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  fixing  the  hour 
of  meeting  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  who  were  not 
present  when  the  roll  was  called  this  morning. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
on  the  call  be  dispensed  with;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  a 
resolution  providing  that,  hereafter,  the  house  would 
take  a recess  each  day  from  half  past  two  to  four 
o’clock';  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas 
81,  nays  60;  [two-thinds  not  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive]. So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

By  general  consent,  the  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  enclosing  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  this  house  of  the 
23d  of  March,  calling  for  copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence between  that  department  and  the  diplomatic 
functionaries  of  the  United  States, France,  Sweden, 
Denmark  and  Prussia,  in  relation  to  the  surrender 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  persons 
charged  with  piracy  and  murder  on  board  the  Unit- 
ed States  schooner  “Plattsburg,”  in  the  year 
1817,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  message  and  do- 
cuments were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  the  printing  of  5,000  extra 
copies.  He  said  that  these  were  documents  of  great 
importance,  involving  questions  of  very  great  in- 


terest to  this  country.  It  was  a collection  of  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  a demand  for  the  delivery  of 
persons  accused  of  crime  upon  this  government, 
and  by  this  government  upon  others — containing 
the  correspondence  which  had  taken  place  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  hitherto,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
attorney  general  of  the  United  States  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  a matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
states,  and  he  had,  himself,  received  a communica- 
tion from  the  governor  of  Virginia,  requesting  a 
copy  of  the  documents  when  published. 

The  speaker  said  that,  by  the  rule  the  motion  to 
print  an  extra  number  must  lie  over,  except  by  ge- 
neral consent.  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  objected. 
Mr.  Adams  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
which  motion  there  were:  ayes  83,  noes  35;  no 
quorum  voting.  Mr.  Andrews  moved  a call  of  the 
house,  but  withdrew  the  motion.  Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken 
were:  yeas  87,  nays  67.  So  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Cushing  suggested  to  Mr.  Adams  the  expe- 
diency of  having  these  papers  referred;  and,  with 
that  view,  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  they  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  Which  mo- 
tion having  prevailed,  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  the  reference  of  the  papers 
to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
moved  their  reference  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs.  The  question  on  the  first  motion  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative.  And  the  question  on 
the  last  motion  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. So  the  papers  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  documents  which 
had  heretofore  been  transmitted  to  the  house  in  re- 
lation to  the  case  of  the  Amistad,  and  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  table,  were  taken  therefrom,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  war  department,  in  relation  to  the 
Georgia  claims  for  military  services;  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  in  relation  to  a dry  dock  at  Pensacola;  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

One  other  executive  communication  was  laid  be- 
fore the  house,  the  purport  of  which  the  reporter 
could  not  hear. 

Mr.  Jenifer  asked  the  house  at  this  time  to  take 
up  and  consider  a motion  submitted  by  him  yester- 
day, for  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
memorial  and  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  to- 
bacco planters,  recently  held  in  this  city. 

And,  no  objection  being  made,  the  motion  to  print 
was  taken  up,  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave  to 
report  a resolution  from  the  committee  of  elections, 
authorising  that  committee  to  have  all  such  testi- 
mony printed  in  relation  to  the  contested  cases 
which  had  been  referred  to  their  consideration  as 
they  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  C.  was  understood  to  explain  that  the  only 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  facilitate  the  action 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  Stanly  objected.  Mr.  Fill- 
more  explained.  It  was,  he  said,  a matter  of  eco- 
nomy that  this  course  should  be  adopted,  there  was 
such  a vast  mass  of  testimony  before  the  committee; 
but  they  desire  to  have  only  such  portions  of  it 
printed  as  might  be  necessary.  Mr.  Andrews  called 
Mr.  Fillmore  to  order.  Mr.  Campbell  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  offer  the  resolution.  Mr.  Andrews  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered.  And  the 
question  having  been  taken,  and  two-thirds  voting 
therefor,  the  rules  were  suspended. 

And  the  resolution  being  thus  before  the  house, 
and  the  question  being  on  its  adoption,  some  con- 
versation was  had  between  Messrs.  R.  Garland, 
Campbell,  Toland,  Fillmore  and  Ramsey,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Graham , of  North  Carolina,  asked  leave  to 
present  a petition.  Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the 
presentation  of  any  petitions,  unless  an  opportuni- 
ty was  given  to  all  the  members  to  present  them. 

Mr.  Petrikin  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution 
providing  that  the  house  would  adjourn  at  2 P.  M. 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  members  to  witness 
the  experiment  of  a newly  invented  safety-valve  for 
steam  boilers,  on  board  the  steamboat  “Columbia,” 
this  afternoon.  Objection  was  made. 

The  speaker  announced  the  special  order  of  the 
day  to  be  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
public  printing. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  that,  by  general  consent,  the 
house  would  take  up  the  bill  which  was  yesterday 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  with  amendments. 
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Mr.  Black  (chairman  of  the  said  select  commit- 
tee) had  no  objection,  he  said,  to  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams). 
He  (Mr.  B.)  had  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing that  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  take  up  that 
report.  If  the  house  choose  to  postpone  it  in  order 
to  accomplish  the  object  designated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetss,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  make 
no  opposition. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

After  some  conversation,  further  action  on  the 
*aid  report  was  suspended  until  the  bill  above  al- 
luded to  should  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill,  reported  yesterday 
with  sundry  amendments  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  entitled  “a 
bill  to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the 
Jaws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports;” 
the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  in  their  various  amendments. 

Mr.  Evans  asked  that,  by  general  consent,  he 
might  offer  an  amendment  which  he  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to 
move,  and  which  was  as  follows: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  appraisements 
and  invoices,  the  mark-banco  of  Hamburg  shall  be  es- 
timated and  taken  to  be  the  value  of  thirty-five  and 
one- half  cents.” 

M.r.Andretvs  inquired  if  the  bill  was  now  up  before 
the  house?  The  speaker  said  it  was.  Mr.  Andrews 
moved  the  previous  question,  but  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Andrews  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the 
amendment,  because  it  was  a totally  different  sub- 
ject from  that  of  the  bill,  and  ought  to  be  brought 
up  in  a proper  form.  He  felt  all  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  but  he  must  object 
to  the  introduction  of  the  amendments  as  a tack  to 
this  bill. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  amendment,  not  having 
been  offered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  could  only 
be  offered  now  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Evans  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  felt 
a desire  to  say  a few  words  on  the  amendment,  but 
that  he  would  not  now  press  it. 

And  thereupon  all  the  amendments  made  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  were  read;  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  concurring  in  them  seriatim — 

Mr.  Adams  suggested  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  question  should  be  taken  on  all  the  amendments 
together,  unless  any  one  of  them  should  be  object- 
ed to,  in  which  case  it  should  be  reserved  for  spe- 
cial action. 

And  the  house  having  agreed  to  adopt  this  course, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  all  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in,  save  the  one  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, viz: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andrews,  the  ninth  section  of 
the  bill,  which  had  been  amended  to  read  as  lollows, 
was  excepted: 

“Sec.  9.  And  it  being  further  enacted,  That  whene- 
ver a suit  against  any  collector  or  other  officer  of  the 
customs,  for  the  seizure  of  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise, unlawfully  imported  into  the  United  Stales,  or 
forfeited  for  the  unlawful  entry  of  the  same,  shall  be 
tried  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  in  which  suit  is 
involved  any  question  of  dulies  on  importations  of 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  no  person  having  the 
same  interest  with  that  of  the  parly  to  the  suit,  in  the 
questiou  at  issue,  shall  be  competent  as  a witness  on 
such  trial,  unless  called  to  testify  by  the  adverse  party.’’ 
And  the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  some  convesation  followed 
on  a question  of  order,  involving  inquiries  as  to  the 
last  process  by  which  this  amendment  could  be  final- 
ly reached,  and  in  which  Mr.  Speaker  and  Messrs. 
Andrews,  Fillmore,  Rhett,  Petrikin,  Adams,  Everett 
and  Craig,  participated.  Alter  which  (a  demand 
made  by  Mr.  Petrikin  for  the  previous  question 
having  been  rejected)  the  question  was  taken  and 
the  amendment  to  the  section  was  concurred  in. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to 
the  section  as  amended,  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  strike 
out  the  same. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  section;  which  having  been  read,  Mr.  Adams 
had  a single  word  to  say.  The  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett),  in  opposingthis  section,  had 
argued  as  if  the  word  “similar,”  instead  of  “same” 
(interest),  had  been  introduced  in  the  bill;  and 
much  of  his  argument  had  been  based  on  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  former  word  for  the  latter.  And 
even  the  reporters  for  the  National  Intelligencer, 
who  were  generally  very  correct  in  their  reports, 
had,  in  the  paper  issued  this  morning,  taken  up  the 
expression  used  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, as  though  it  were  the  expression  contained  in 
the  bill.  The  words  of  the  section  were,  that  “no 
person  having  the  same  interest  with  that  of  the 


party  to  the  suit”  should  be  competent  as  a witness, 
&c.  Every  member  would  see  the  difference  be- 
tween same  and  similar.  A similar  interest  was  one 
thing — the  same  interest  was  another. 

Mr.  A.  was  understood  to  add  that  this  was  the 
very  point  which  he  had  met  in  committee  of  the 
whole.  He  wished  to  have  the  section  perfectly 
understood  by  the  house  and  the  county.  The  bill 
did  not  propose  to  disqualify  a person  having  a; <imi- 
lar  interest.  The  words  were,  having  “the  same 
interest.”  And  he  wished  the  repoiters  of  the  In- 
telligencer particularly  to  take  notice  of  this,  and 
that  the  editors  of  that  paper  should  correct  the 
statement  in  their  publication  of  this  day,  by  which 
the  bill  was  represented  as  excluding  persons  hav- 
ing a similar,  and  not  the  same  interest. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  rose  and  addressed  the  house 
for  upwards  of  an  hour  in  urgent  opposition  to  the 
principles  and  feature  of  this  bill. 

After  which,  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  previous 
question;  and,  after  some  conversation  on  a point 
of  order,  the  question  was  taken,  and  there  was  a 
second.  And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  strike  out  the  section)  was 
ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
were,  yeas  72,  nays  85. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Monroe  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  make  a 
brief  personal  explanation. 

And  no  objection  having  been  make,  Mr.  Monroe 
said  that  he  had  received  a letter  this  morning  from 
the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  in  w hich 
that  officer  stated  that  he  had  been  misrepresented 
by  him,  (Mr.  M.)  He  simply  wished  to  read  to 
the  house  the  contradiction  which  seemed  to  have 
occurred,  that  he  might  put  himself  and  the  collec- 
tor right  before  the  countiy.  In  the  first  place  the 
letter  said:  “I  notice  a letter  under  date  of  8th  inst. 
from  Washington,  published  in  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce of  this  morning,  in  which  there  is  the  follow- 
ing paragraph:  ‘But  it  was  stated  to-day,  by  Mr. 
Adams,  that  neither  he,  nor  his  committee,  nor  the 
manufacturers,  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  The 
bill  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  district  attor- 
ney of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector,  and 
came  to  the  committee  on  manufactures  through 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.’”  Then  came  the 
part  that  more  immediately  affected  himself:  “There 
is  also  in  the  same  paper  a letter  from  the  same 
place,  under  date  of  the  9th  inst.  in  which  there  is 
a paragraph  in  these  words,  said  to  have  been  utter- 
ed by  you:  ‘The  collector  had  shown  him  the  bill, 
but  he  told  him  that  he  did  not  approve  of  it, 
and  that  he  did  not  consider  it  a republican  mea- 
sure.’” The  brief  explanation  of  this  matter  (said 
Mr.  M.)  is,  that  the  collector  is  here  made  to  say 
to  me  that  which  in  fact  I said  to  the  collector. 

And  the^question  again  recurring  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  lor  a third  reading,  Mr.  Under- 
wood moved  an  adjournment,  but  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  demanded  and  ordered,  he  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
read  a third  time,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  yeas  122,  nays  30.  So  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  its  third  reading. 

It  was  then  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  13.  Mr.  Henry,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  general  consent,  presented  a memorial  from 
a large  number  of  citizens  of  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase  of  the  ta- 
riff so  as  to  give  an  ample  protection  to  all  kinds 
of  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States;  which 
was  accompanied  with  the  proceedings  of  a pub- 
lic meeting  on  that  subject  held  in  said  county. 
All  of  which,  on  motion,  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures. 

Several  other  petitions  W'ere  presented,  by  con- 
sent and  referred;  but  objection  being  made,  the 
furl  her  presentalion  was  stopped. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  several  commu- 
nications on  his  table  from  the  departments. 

A number  of  senate  bills,  chiefly  of  a private 
character,  were  read  twice  and  referred. 

• The  first  subject  in  order  was  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  public  printing;  the  resolutions 
in  the  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all 
the  resolutions,  and  inserting  another  set  of  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  minority  of  the  committee. — 
These  also  were  read. 

Mr.  Evans  addressed  the  house  in  explanation  of 
the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and 


made  statements  of  affairs  being  made  to  execute  at 
a general  rate  of  reduction. 

Mr.  Black  replied,  and  thought  that  the  very 
lowest  reduction  should  be  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  wished,  he  said,  to  state  some 
facts,  but  as  there  were  only  some  thirty  members 
present,  he  would  move  that  the  house  lake  a re- 
cess. [It  was  now  a quarter  past  three  o’clock.] 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said,  well,  then,  if  the  house 
would  not  take  a recess,  he  would  move  an  adjourn- 
ment; on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, and  being  taken,  were,  yeas  15,  nays  52. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Ramsey  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which 
motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Adams  addressed  a remark  to  the  chair  which 
the  reporter  could  not  hear  distinctly,  but  which 
was  understood  to  be  that  he  was  willing  to  stay 
here  as  long  as  any  one;  but  as  the  house  could  not 
do  business  without  a quorum,  and  as  they  would 
not  adjourn,  he  supposed  they  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  sit  there  and  amuse  themselves  in  the  best 
way  they  could. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that  it  was  not  just  that  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Garland ] should 
address  seventy  members  on  a business  questiou 
which  required  the  presence  and  intelligence  of  all. 
He  would  therefore  move  that  the  house  adjourn. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked 
and  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were,  yeas  32,  nays 
63.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Curtis  moved  that  the  house  ad- 
journ. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked 
and  ordered.  Mr.  Curtis  thereupon  withdrew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Adams  renewed  it,  remarking  that  the  house 
might  as  well  be  listening  to  the  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays  as  doing  nothing.  And  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  asked  and  ordered. 

After  a brief  conversation  the  question  was  taken 
and  the  vote  stood:  yeas  37,  nays  71.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Henry  moved  a call  of  the  house  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  70,  nays  50.  Se  the  call  was  or- 
dered. The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  but 
had  made  only  a little  progress  therein,  wdien,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dawson , all  further  proceedings  on 
the  call  were  suspended. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  then  offered  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  a resolution  setting  forth  that  as  it  appear- 
ed that  offers  had  been  made  to  execute  the  public 
printing — one  at  25  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  March  3,1819 — and 
the  other  at  20  per  cent.  less  than  said  prices — this 
house  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  pay  the  printer 
thereof  a higher  compensation  than  that  for  which 
other  persons  who  W'ere  competent  to  do  the  work 
were  willing  to  perform  it. 

Mr.  Evans  accepted  this  resolution  as  a modifi- 
cation, by  way  of  preamble,  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting two  resolutions — the  one  providing  that 
hereafter  the  printing  of  this  house  be  paid  for  at 
the  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  prices  of  the 
joint  resolution  of  March  3,  1819;  and  the  other 
providing  that  the  printing  done  up  to  this  time  be 
paid  for  according  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  said 
joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Petrikin  would  make  no  remarks,  he  said, 
beyond  this,  that  he  thought  the  majority  and  mino- 
rity of  the  committee  were  both  wrong  in  their 
conclusions,  and  that  his  proposition  fixed  the  pro- 
per medium.  And  he  then  moved  the  previous 
question. 

A call  of  the  House  was  moved;  on  which  mo- 
tion the  vote  stood,  ayes  60,  noes  56.  So  the  call 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  that  it  was  now  near  seven 
o’clock,  and,  if  the  cal!  was  proceeded  in,  they 
would  be  kept  here  a long  time  before  it  could  be 
completed,  and  he  therefore  moved  an  adjournment. 
Which  motion,  by  yeas  63.  nays  83,  was  rejected. 
So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

A call  of  the  house  having  been  ordered,  (at  7, 
P.  M.)  the  clerk  called  the  roll,  when  149  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names.  And  the  names  of 
the  absentees  having  been  called,  173  members  ap- 
peared to  be  present. 

Mr.  Banks  moved  that  further  proceedings  be 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  hoped  that  the  question  would 
not  be  taken  until  there  was  a full  house,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  thought  the  question  had  bet- 
ter be  taken  to-morrow  morning,  and  moved  that 
the  house  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  at 
half  past  7 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 
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The  Arabian  ship  Sultanne.  A committee  of  five 
from  each  board  of  the  common  council  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  receive  Aharnet  Ben  Amen,  captain  of  said 
ship  and  representative  of  the  sultan  of  Muscat,  and 
extend  to  him  the  hospitalities  of  the  city.  This  is  done 
partly  in  consideration  of  the  very  friendly  demeanor 
of  the  said  suitan  towards  our  country  and  commerce, 
and  partly  because  the  Sultanne  is  the  first  vessel  of  his 
nation  which  ever  visited  our  shores.' — On  one  occa- 
sion, a few  years  ago,  when  an  American  sloop  of  war 
(the  Peacock,  if  we  recollect  right),  got  aground  on  his 
coast,  in  a dangerous  position,  he  immediately  sent  as- 
sistance, by  which  she  was  got  off  without  material  da- 
mage. [Y.  Y.  Juur.  Com. 

Bankrupt  law.  The  United  States  senate  have 
three  several  projects  for  a law  before  them,  and  have 
occasionally  devoted  some  time  to  the  subject.  The 
Baltimore  American  suggests  that  “in  addiiion  to  the 
powerful  reason  why  the  general  government  should 
extend  protection  to  the  unfortunate  debtor  in  the  way 
of  a bankrupt  law,  is  one  which  probably,  has  not  been 
thought  of.  We  have  actually  many  single  women 
who  are  bankrupts.  Having  lost  their  incomes  in  fire 
stocks,  or  bank  slocks,  or  being  thrown  upon  their  own 
enterprise  they  have  commenced  business  in  shops, 
hoarding  houses,  &c.  which,  having  failed  from  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  are  actually  insolvent,  and  the 
worst  feature  is,  they  cannot  be  married,  for  the  hus- 
band will  be  compelled  to  assume  the  wife’s  debts. 
It  is  a most  unfortunate  position,  and  adds  one  more 
reason  to  the  pressing  ones  for  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

Bruce.  The  sword  which kingRobert  Bruce  wield- 
ed at  Bannockburn  has,  with  his  heimet,  survived  the 
entire  family.  Mrs.  Catherine  Bruce,  the  last  of  the 
royal  house,  died  in  1791,  at  a very  advanced  age;  only 
a short  time  before  her  death  Burns  called  upon  her, 
and,  though  she  was  almost  speechless  from  paralysis, 
she  entertained  him  nobly,  and  conferred  the  honor  of 
knighthood  on  him  with  the  Bruce’s  two-handed  sword, 
saying  she  had  a better  right  to  grant  the  title  than 
“some  people.”  After  dinner  the  first  toast  she  gave 
was  “Awa,  uncos!”  that  is,  away  with  the  strangers, 
which  showed  her  jacobine  feelings  to  the  house  of 
Hanover.  The  old  lady  bequeathed  the  sword  and  hel- 
met to  the  earl  of  Elgin,  whom  she  considered  the  next 
of  kin. 

General  Clinch.  Among  the  evidences  says  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  deserved  popularity  which 
the  gallant  veteran  general  Clinch  enjoys  throughout  the 
country,  and  especially  in  the  south,  we  perceive  that 
a volunteer  corps  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  in  Georgia, 
has  taken  the  name  of  the  Clinch  riflemen.  We  no- 
tice the  circumstance  in  consequence  of  having  ob- 
served in  the  Augusta  papers  an  account  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  an  elegant  stand  of  colors  by  the  daugh- 
ter of  genet al  Clinch  (through  a female  friend  in  Au- 
gusta) to  the  corps  which  bears  her  worthy  father’s 
name. 

“On  one  side  is  the  likeness  of  general  Clinch,  in  a 
Medallion,  surrounded  by  banners;  on  the  edge  of  the 
Medallion  is  a quotation  from  an  order  given  by  the  ge- 
neral at  a battle  on  the  Withlacoochee  on  the  31st  Dec. 
1835 — ‘charge  again;’  extending  from  the  top  of  the 
Medallion  is  a scroll,  in  which  is  inserted  'Clinch  lifle- 
men.'  On  the  opposite  side  are  the  national  emblems, 
in  the  centre  of  which  are  two  clasped  hands,  from 
which  radiates  a circle  of  light,  each  of  the  radii  ter- 
minating with  a star,  over  the  whole  of  which  floats 
the  American  eagle  with  appropriate  mottoes  and  em- 
blems.” 

Colored  population  emigrating.  The  ship  Belvi- 
dera,  capt.  Oliver,  sailed  from  Baltimore  on  the7th  inst. 
for  Trinidad,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  colored 
emigrants.  “They  appeared,  says  the  Sun,  highly  pleas- 
ed with  the  prospects  of  exchanging  their  situation 
here  for  one  which  promises  so  much.” 

Cotton.  The  New  Orleans  Courier  says: — “Near- 
ly S50000  bales  of  cotton  have  been  landed  here  since 
the  commencement  of  the  season,  in  October  last,  and 
it  is  anticipated  the  receipts  of  cotton,  this  season,  will 
exceed  one  million  of  bales.  Although  there  are  near- 
ly 180  vessels  in  port,  so  great  is  the  quantity  of  cotton  on 
hand  (215, OjO  bales)  the  holders  are  obliged  to  pile  it  up 
in  the  streets,  and  on  the  side  walks  in  the  vicinity  of 
some  of  the  cotton  presses. 

Death.  The  celebrated  astronomer,  Olbers,  died 
at  Bremen  on  the  2d  inst.  at  the  age  of  82. 

An  Elephant  recently  lulled  a Rhinoceros  in  New 
York,  with  a single  stroke  of  his  trunk. 

Gas.  The  city  of  London  is  supplied  by  18  gas 
works.  They  consume  118,001)  tons  of  coal  annually. 
The  consumption  has  doubled  within  the  last  two  pe- 
riods-of  ten  days. 

Gas  for  light — Important  and  curious  discovery.  A 
paper  has  been  read  in  the  French  acadeinie  des 
sciences  on  a gas  discovered  by  M.  Jules  Seguin, 
which  is  perfeettv  free  from  any  hydro-sulphurous  ele- 
ment, and  also  from  all  carbunet  of  sulphur,  and  it  is 
stated  to  be  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing light.  It  is  made  of  materials  which  are  not  only 
useless  but  noxious,  as  dead  horses,  old  leather,  spoiled 
wool,  &c.  and  is  at  the  same  time  free  from  any  of- 
fensive odor.  One  old  horse  will,  it  is  computed,  af- 
ford on  an  average,  25,000  littres  (about  1,525,701 
cubic  inches)  of  gas,  besides  sal  ammoniac  and  animal 
black,  and  22  littres  per  hour  will  keep  a single  jet 


burning.  The  invention  seems  to  he  regarded  in 
France  with  a favorable  eye,  as  leading  alike  to  eco- 
nomy and  the  removal  of  a nuisance. 

Geography.  A London  weekly  paper  informs  its 
readers  that  “the  two  governments  ot  W ashington  and 
Maine  are  exceedingly  embarrassed  in  keeping  the 
people  of  their  respective  provinces  from  actual  hos- 
tilities upon  the  litigated  questions  of  the  American 
and  British  frontier;”  and  that  “her  Majesty’s  troops 
are  stationed  there  to  protect  vessels  passing  between 
New  Brunswick  and  Lower  Canada."  An  English 
country  journal  ‘regrets  to  hear  that  recent  disturbances 
in  Albaay  threaten  a repetition  of  the  late  border  war- 
fare.’ 

Ice.  Three  hundred  tons  of  ice,  the  cargo  of  the 
barque  Eliza,  from  Boston,  sold  in  Natchez  a few  days 
since,  for  $24,000  in  specie. 

L.  L.  D.  An  English  paper  says  that  during  the  past 
year  no  less  than  forty-one  individuals  in  that  country 
received  from  America  the  degree  of  L.  L.  D. 

The  ex-lieutenant  of  Austrian  dragoons,  prince  Al- 
bert of  Saxe-Coburg,  is  the  prodigy  of  the  age.  So  rapid 
has  been  his  progress  in  learning  since  his  arrival  in  this 
country  that  the  university  of  Oxford  has  seen  fit  to 
confer  on  him  the  degree  of  a doctor  of  civil  law. 

[English  paper. 

Letters.  The  number  brought  put  by  the  Great 
Western,  on  her  last  trip,  were  11,268. 

Morus  multicaulis.  The  Journal  of  Commerce 
states  that  thirty  thousand  multicaulis  trees,  in  good 
order,  were  lately  offered  by  auction  at  25  dollars  for 
the  whole,  but  nobody  would  take  them.  The  lot 
would  have  sold,  a year  ago,  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Missouri  copper.  The  Commercial  Journal  states 
that  another  parcel  of  pig  copper,  from  the  celebrated 
mines  on  the  Currant  river,  in  Missouri,  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  agents  in  this  city. 

The  Mormons  have  deputised  twelve  of  their  num- 
ber (answering,  we  suppose,  to  the  twelve  apostles),  to 
go  to  the  Holy  Land  and  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Jews. 
John  Page  and  Orson  Hyde  are  two  of  the  number. 
The  head  quarters  of  the  Mormons  are  now  at  Com- 
merce, Illinois,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Their  num- 
ber is  increasing. 

Post  notes  unlawful.  The  vice  chancellor  has 
decided  that  an  issue  of  post  notes  by  a banking  asso- 
ciation is  unlawful.  The  question  came  up  incidentally, 
in  some  proceedings  against  the  association  calling 
itself  the  Tenth  Ward  bank,  which  has  been  issuing 
notes  as  low  even  as  $1,  “payable  on  demand,  six 
months  after  date” — the  latter  words  in  type  so  small 
as  to  escape  notice. 

Rain.  The  depth  of  rain  which  has  fallen  during 
I he  present  year,  as  measured  in  the  auage  kept  at  the 
Pennsylvania  hospital,  was  in  January  1,841  inches; 
February  3,009  inches;  March  2,626  inches;  April 
6,827  inches;  total,  14,303  inches. 

Revival  of  the  silk  business.  We  are  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  silk  company  at  Northampton  have  com- 
pletely resuscitated  their  establishment;  the  operations 
of  which  were  somewhat  paralyzed  by  the  times,  and 
they  are  now  progressing  with  every  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. The  sewing  silk  manufactury  at  Nantucket, 
continues  in  the  same  prosperous  career  that  has  at- 
tended it  from  its  commencement.  The  bounty  laws 
of  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  other  eastern  states, 
have  had  the  desired  effect  by  inducing  numbers  of 
persons  to  turn  their  attention  to  this  pursuit;  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  mulberry  trees  are  now  being  planted 
in  those  states  for  the  purpose  ot  raising  silk,  and  has 
caused  quite  an  animated  demand  for  them  and  they 
have,  in  consequence,  been  again  selling  at  very  fair 
prices.  [ N ■ Y.  Star. 

Steam  vessel.  Experiments  are  in  the  course  of 
being  tried  wiih  the  model  of  an  entirely  new  form  of 
a steam  vessel,  and,  as  far  as  they  have  yet  gone,  wiih 
every  prospect  of  a successful  result.  At  present  we 
can  only  state  of  this  remarkable  invention,  that  there 
are  no  paddle  wheels,  nor  external  works  of  any  kind. 
The  whole  machinery  is  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel, 
where  a horizontal  wheel  is  moved  by  the  power  of 
steam,  and,  acting  upon  a current  of  water,  admitted 
by  the  bow  and  ihrown  off  at  the  stern,  propels  the 
mass  at  a rapid  rate.  By  a very  simple  contrivance  of 
stop-cocks,  &c.  on  the  apparatus,  the  steamer  can  be 
turned  on  either  course,  retarded,  stopped,  or  have  her 
motion  reversed.  This  will  be  literally  a revolution  in 
the  art  of  steam  navigation.  [Liverpool  paper. 

Suicide.  A Mexican  girl,  named  Gaudalope  Lass, 
said  to  have  been  the  most  beautiful  woman  in  Texas, 
lately  killed  herself  in  consequence  of  her  mother  in- 
sisting upon  her  marrying  a man  she  did  not  love.  She 
shot  herself  through  the  heart  with  a pistol. 

Tea  and  coffee.  The  amount  of  tea  drank  in  Eng- 
land is  enormous.  It  was  stated  a lew  years  since  in 
the  house  of  commons,  that  the  quantity  of  tea  con- 
sumed by  each  person  annually,  on  an  average,  was  two 
and  a half  pounds.  In  1722,  the  quantity  was  only 
about  one  ounce!  A war  wiih  China  would  probably 
increase  the  demand  for  coffee — the  consumption  of 
which  has  greatly  increased  within  the  last  90  years. 

In  1760,  the  whole  sale  of  this  berry  was\262,Q00  lbs 

and  in  1833,  it  was  20,691,000  lbs. 


Toast.  The  following  toast  was  given  by  col.  Jes- 
sup: The  times — they  require  more  sowing — more  hoe- 
ing— more  mowing — less  importing — more  exporting — 
less  presumption — more  gumption — less  consumption — 
more  resumption — and  less  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. 

The  rotary  power  stocking  loom.  A correspon- 
dent of  the  Boston  Courier  gives  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  powers  and  capacities  of  this  machine,  a 
notice  of  which  was  given  a few  days  since. 

It  is  a beautiful  piece  of  machinery,  occupying  hut 
about  twenty  inches  square  space,  with  motions  quick 
and  regular,  with  very  little  friction  so  that  it  must  be 
durable.  It  is  easily  worked  by  hand,  and  is  therefore 
well  calculated  for  domestic  purposes,  as  also  for  steam 
or  water  power. 

The  loom  is  superior  to  any  apparatus  for  hosiery 
now  known  in  this  country  or  Europe,  inasmuch  as  it 
knits  with  equal  facility,  hard  or  soft  twisied  woollen 
yarn,  cotton  or  silk,  and  will  with  less  hand  power, 
produce  four  feet  of  hosiery  for  every  one  foot  that  can 
he  produced  by  any  other  loom,  and  of  a superior  quali- 
ty of  fabric.  It  costs  forty  per  cent,  less  than  an  Eng- 
lish loom,  is  much  less  complicated,  less  liable  to  get 
out  of  order,  and  it  will  cost  fifty  per  cent,  less  to  keep 
it  in  repair. 

The  proper  motion  for  the  machine  is  forty  revolu- 
tions per  minute,  although  it  may  be  driven  fifty,  with- 
out risk.  Forty  revolutions  of  one  hundred  strokes 
each,  make  three  inches  of  stocking  in  length,  in  a 
minute,  or  fifteen  feet  per  hour,  so  that  each  day  of 
ten  hours  gives  fifty  yards  of  beautifully  executed  stock- 
ing web.  But  apply  power  to  the  loom,  and  allow  one 
girl  to  attend  four  only,  although  she  may  as  well  at- 
tend to  six,  and  we  have  from  one  hand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  of  web  per  day  being  four  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  more  than  four  hands  can  produce  upon  four 
of  the  best  English  looms,  within  the  same  time. 

Tobacco.  Ancient  legislation.  The  writer  of  an  in- 
teresting article  in  the  April  number  of  the  North 
American  Review,  on  the  Biymouih  laws,  remarks  as 
follows: 

“The  legislation  of  the  colony  bears  traces  of  in- 
creasing hostility  to  the  use  of  tobacco , and  of  the  inef- 
fectual attempts  to  suppress  it.  As  early  as  1641,  its 
importation  for  home  consumption  was  prohibited. — 
Three  years  earlier,  the  general  court  declared,  that 
“whereas  there  is  great  abuse  in  taking  tobacco  in  a 
very  uncivil  manner,  openly  in  the  town  streets,  and 
as  men  pass  upon  the  highways  to  the  great  reproach 
of  government,  it  is  enacted,  if  any  one  is  found  or  seen 
taking  tobacco  in  the  street,  or  in  any  building  or  field, 
within  a mile  of  a dwelling  house,  he  shall  be  fined 
twelve  pence.  And  if  he  he  a boy  or  servant,  without 
money  to  pay  his  fine,  he  shall  be  put  in  the  stocks  or 
whipped.”  In  1650.  it  was  provided  that  every  juror, 
who  used  tobacco,  should  be  fined  five  shillings.  In 
1669,  it  was  enacted,  “that  every  person  found  smoking 
in  the  streets  on  the  Lord’s  day  goingto  orreturningfrom 
meeting,  within  two  miles  of  the  meeting  house,  should 
be  fined  twelve  pence.”  All  of  these  provisions  of 
law,  without  any  material  alteration,  remained  in  force 
till  the  end  of  the  colony.’’ 

Treasury  notes.  The  official  publication  of  1st  May 
states — The  total  amount  issued  $19,644,616  22 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  redeemed  18,387,630  61 


Leaving  the  amount  outstanding,  $1,256,985  71 

The  Globe,  of  the  7ih  instant,  says — “The  adver- 
tisement of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  an  ex- 
change of  one  million  of  treasury  notes  for  specie, 
has  resulted  in  an  arrangement  to  lake  the  notes,  pay- 
able in  one  year,  with  permission  to  redeem  them 
sooner,  upon  sixty  days’  notice,  at  less  than  five  and  a 
half  per  centum  interest.” 

Western  navigation-  The  New  Orleans  Courier 
announces  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  sloop  Enter- 
prise, from  Lake  Michigan  via  Detroit,  entering  Luke 
Erie  at  Cleveland,  coming  out  of  the  Ohio  canal  at 
Portsmouth,  and  passing  down  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  to  New  Orleans.  The  Enterprise  is  hound 
for  the  coast  of  Texas,  having  been  built  expressly  for 
that  trade. 

Weather.  Snow  fell  at  IJosack.  N.  Y.  on  the  27th 
ult.  to  the  depth  of  six  inches.  Hosack  is  ten  miles 
north  of  Troy. 

There  was  quite  a snow  storm  in  Paris  on  the  25th 
of  March — and  a letter  from  Rome,  dated  March  26, 
mentions  that  the  day  preceding,  there  had  been  half  a 
foot  of  snow  on  the  ground,  a very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, but  which  had  occurred  exactly  245  years 
ago,  as  appears  from  a manuscript  preserved  at  the  Va- 
tican, No.  8,066,  which  says,  “on  the  25th  of  March, 
1595,  (the  feast  of  the  annunciation,)  there  was  a 
fall  of  snow,  which  remained  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses 
and  covered  the  streets  the  whole  of  the  day.’’ 

Wool  in  Russia.  The  exportation  of  wool  from 
Russia,  has  increased  greatly  during  the  present  cen- 
tury, and  now  forms  a staple  commodity  of  great  value 
— as  appears  by  the  following  paragraph  in  the  Prussian 
State  Gazette  of  April  1:  “In  the  year  1800  to  1814,  it 
amounted  on  an  average  to  19,813  poods  a years;  from 
1814  to  1824  to  35,173  poods  a year;  from  1824  to  1834  to 
111,546  poods  a year;  from  1S34  to  1837  to  306,347  poods 
annually.  In  1838  it  amounted  to  360,760poods,  which 
were  worth  12,690,337. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

“From  various  commercial  letters  I have  seen 
■written  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  it  appears 
to  me  that  (as  regards  trade)  they  are,  in  Europe, 
much  in  the  same  position  as  we  are  here.  Money 
abundant,  and  littleopportunity  to  employ  if.  Eve- 
ry thing  dull,  and  waiting  for  ‘a  reaction,’  which 
terms  I see  used  on  three  or  four  occasions.” 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  British  Queen  steam  ship  left  Portsmouth  on 
the  1st  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  16th  inst. 
thirteen  arid  a half  days  from  pilot  to  pilot.  She 
made  her  voyage  out  in  fifteen  days. 

Flour  and  wheat  had  both  declined;  American 
flour  had  brought  28s.  in  bond,  but  that  price  could 
no  longer  be  obtained — the  nominal  quotation  for 
the  best  western  canal,  being  37s.  per  barrel. 

American  flour  was  selling,  at  the  latest  dates,  at 
27s.  6d.  duty  paid,  at  which  rates  10,000  barrels  had 
changed  hands  during  the  week  ending  the  28!h  ult. 

The  weather  was  very  fine  in  England,  with  a 
good  prospect  of  large  crops. 

The  cotton  market  had  been  steady,  and  holders 
having  evinced  more  firmness,  an  advance  of  ±d.  had 
been  obtained  on  the  lower  and  middle  qualities. — 
The  advices  from  the  manufacturing  districts  are 
rather  more  encouraging,  there  being  a better  de- 
mand both  for  goods  and  yarns,  without,  however, 
much  improvement  in  prices. 

The  London  money  market  is  dull — money  very 
abundant  at  3.J  per  cent,  without  any  demand  for  it. 
— American  stocks  remain  without  demand,  confi- 
dence in  them  being  shaken  by  the  recent  events  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  fear  of  difficulties  between 
the  United  States  and  England,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Maine  boundary.  Some  purchases  of  Ohio,  N. 
York  state  and  city  stocks,  have  been  made  for  con- 
tinental account;  but  in  general,  the  transactions 
were  limited,  except  in  the  United  States  bank 
shares,  which  had  improved  a little  since  the  ac- 
counts ot  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia legislature  witli  reference  to  Ihe  bank:  being  now 
£,  15  10s.  a £ 16  at  which  rates  sales  to  some  extent 
had  been  effected.  The  amount  of  bullion  in  the 
Bank  ot  England  was  gradually  increasing. 

Tue  boundary  question.  Fromthe  Manchester  Guar- 
dian of  April  SOlli.  Reports  have  recently  becomq 
cun  ent,  to  the  effect  that  ministers  have  agreed  with 
the  American  rniuistef  upon  a basis  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  long  disputed  boundary  question,  by 
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the  adoption  of  the  intermediate  line  proposed  by  | 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  £200,000  to  the  state  of  Maine,  by  the 
British  government.  These  rumors — for  which, 
we  believe,  there  is  some  foundation — have,  of 
course,  set  the  conductors  of  the  tory  press  in  mo- 
tion, with  a view  of  attacking  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement, just  as  the)’  would  have  attacked  any 
other  course  which  ministers  might  have  pursued 
in  the  matter.  If  they  keep  the  question  unsettled, 
they  are  abused;  if  they  propose  to  compromise  it, 
Jhey  are  abused;  and  if  they  were  to  propose  to  in- 
sist on  the  immediate  surrender  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion by  the  American  government,  they  would  be 
much  more  loudly  abused  for  plunging  the  country 
into  a war  in  order  to  enforce  a claim  of  very  doubt- 
ful  justice,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  Of  course  the 
ground  now  taken  is,  that  ministers  ought  to  con- 
cede nothing;  and  the  very  parties  who  abused  and 
still  abuse  them,  for  not  enforcing  the  award  of  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands,  fall  into  the  ridiculous  in- 
consistency of  denouncing  that  award  as  exceedingly 
unjust  towards  England,  and  one  that  ought  not  to 
be  submitted  to.  We  think  that,  before  these  par- 
ties attack  ministers,  they  should  make  up  their 
minds  as  to  the  course  which  ought  to  have  been 
taken,  and  not  prefer  charges  manifestly  inconsist- 
ent with  each  other. 

From  the  London  Morning  Chronicle , April  2.3. 

There  are  two  questions  pending  between  us  and 
the  United  States. 

1.  The  great  question  of  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  line. 

2.  The  subsidiary  question  growing  out  of  it,  of 
the  provisional  arrangement  respecting  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  disputed  territory. 

It  is  with  regard  to  the  last,  and  least  important 
only  of  these  two  questions,  that  any  difference  of 
views  between  the  two  governments  is  developed, 
in  the  recently  published  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth.  The  president  of  the 
United  States  in  assuming  the  duties  of  his  station, 
avowed  Iris  determination,  all  other  means  of  nego- 
tiation failing,  to  submit  a proposition  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  to  refer  the  decision  of 
the  question  once  more  to  a third  party.  This  de- 
termination, Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  name  of  the  presi- 
dent, explicitly  repeats,  and  expresses  his  extreme 
satisfaction  at  the  communication  from  Mr.  Fox, 
that  “her  majesty’s  government  are  only  waiting  for 
the  detailed  report  of  the  British  commissioners  re- 
cently employed  to  survey  the  disputed  territory,  in 
order  to  transmit  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  a reply  to  their  last  proposal,  upon  the  sub- 
ject ot  the  boundary  negotiation.” 

So  far,  therefore,  from  government  having  brought 
the  country  to  the  verge  of  a war,  by  their  supine- 
ness  and  neglect,  it  appears  that  the  principal  ques- 
tion in  dispute  is  at  this  moment  the  subject  of  most 
amicable  negotiation.  So  far  from  having  neglect- 
ed the  question,  the  government  have  been  taking 
active  steps  to  remedy  the  evils  entailed  upon  them 
by  the  extraordinary  and  culpable  neglect  of  their 
tory  predecessors.  The  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  with  precision  the  nature  of  the 
localities  was  evidently  the  step  dictated  by  prudence 
and  common  sense, with  a view  to  the  arrangement  of 
a question  which  arose  from  the  ambiguous  wording 
of  a passage  in  which  those  localities  were  referred 
to.  Nor  does  there  appear  any  reason  to  apprehend 
that  now,  when  the  foundation  of  an  arrangement 
has  been  laid,  by  ascertaining  the  facts  indispensa- 
ble to  any  satisfactory  settlement,  the  two  govern- 
ments, each  alike  anxious  to  avoid  the  scandal  of  a 
war,  between  their  respective  countries,  will  find 
much  difficulty  in  coming  to  a fair  and  honorable 
understanding.  Even,  however,  if  unforeseen  dif- 
ficulties should  arise  the  formal  pledge  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  refer  the  question 
anew  to  arbitration,  afford  a sure  resource  for; escap- 
ing the  calamities  of  411  appeal  to.aroi3> 

Witty  regard  to  the  subsidiary  question,  an 
range  meat  was  made  in  March  last  for  the  provi- 
sional occupation  of  the  disputed  territory.  This 
arrangement,  agieetj  to  by  the  British  government 
in  perfect  good  faith,  and  frorr,  the  most  sincere  de- 
sire to  avoid  every  cause  ot  irritation  between  tire 
two  countries,  proceeded  on  the  basis  of  allowiiVg 
each  party  to  remain  in  undisturbed  possession  ot 
their  actual  settlements.  The  government  of  Maine 


undertook  to  withdraw  without  delay  her  military 
force  from  the  disputed  territory,  leaving  only  a 
small  civil  posse  to  protect  the  timber  from  the  law- 
less depredations  of  bodies  of  lumberers  of  each 
nation,  who  would  otherwise  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  provisional  state  of  things  to  clear  the  district 
of  that  which  constitutes  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
of  its  value.  The  British  government  wished  for 
nothing  more  than  to  have  this  agreement  faithful- 
ly observed  during  the  short  period  which  would 
probably  elapse  before  the  final  settlement  of  the 
whole  affair. 

The  government  of  Maine  has,  however,  counte- 
nanced, or,  at  least,  not  prevented,  its  citizens  from 
entering  disputed  portions  of  the  territory,  and  erect- 
ing block  houses,  in  which  they  have  placed  can- 
non, muskets  and  what  they  are  pleased  to  call 
armed  laborers.  Against  this  evident  infraction  of 
the  agreement  with  sir  John  Harvey,  the  British 
government  have  firmly  and  decidedly  protested. — 
So  far,  however,  from  wishing  to  urge  hostilities 
uppn  a collateral  question  which  will  disappear  of 
itself  as  soon  as  the  present  amicable  negotiations 
have  brought  the  really  important  question  of  the 
boundary  to  a satisfactory  settlement,  government 
have  already  (more  than  a month  ago)  sent  out  in- 
structions to  Mr.  P.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Fox  to  enter 
into  a fresh  arrangement  with  the  United  States, 
clearing  up  all  doubts  as  to  the  territoiw  to  be  left 
provisionally  under  the  jurisdiction  anuin  the  pos- 
session of  the  respective  parties. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Maine  show  no  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  government  (however  remis3 
they  may  be  in  checking  the  improper  acts  of  their 
wild  borderpopulation)  toembarkin  act  of  hostility; 
while,  from  the  intelligence  from  New  Brunswick 
and  Canada,  it  is  clear  that  our  troops  will  remain 
quiet  unless  attacked.  Every  thing  therefore  seems 
to  hold  out  a prospect  that  Ihis  minor  difficulty  will 
not  be  allowed  to  disturb  the  amicable  relations  be- 
tween England  and  Ihe  United  States,  or  to  inter- 
fere with  the  tranquil  settlement  of  the  question  so 
unfortunately  left  by  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  as  a germ  of  dispute  between  two  nations 
linked  together  by  every  tie  of  mutual  interest  and 
common  descent. 

A tory  meeting  was  held  at  Glasgow,  April  18tb, 
to  the  number  of  300  persons,  called  together  by  Mr. 
Monteith,  “for  the  purpose  of  putting  them  in  pos- 
session of  facts  and  views  of  the  deepest  importance, 
respecting  the  state  of  our  (the  British)  foreign  re- 
lations.” Among  those  who  addressed  the  meeting 
was  Henry  Panish,  esq.  formerly  secretary  of  lega- 
tion to  the  U.  States.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a report  of  his  speech,  which  we  find  in  the 
Glasgow  Constitutionalist: 

Mr.  P.  then  read  an  extract  of  the  alarming  news, 
this  morning  arrived,  of  the  warlike  preparations  of 
(he  United  States.  So  deep  had  been  his  anxiety, 
so  confident  his  knowledge  of  the  American  people, 
that  a month  ago  he  had  written  to  a gentleman  at 
Bristol,  whom  he  merely  knew  by  reputation  as  the 
most  intelligent  and  patriotic  merchant  there,  to 
warn  his  fellow  citizens  of  the  necessity  of  a timely 
preparation  against  the  coming  storm. 

Mr.  P.  then  pointed  to  thedouble  blow  which  war 
with  the  United  States  would  strike  againt  the  com- 
munity of-Glasgow  itself;  the  cotton  of  the  southern 
states  being  abstracted  from  the  British  market  to 
the  rival  manufacturer  of  New  England,  and  con- 
cluded with  an  emphatic  appeal  to  every  man  pre- 
sent to  apply  himself,  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and 
truth,  to  the  instantaneous  investigation  of  ques- 
tions affecting  the  dearest  interests  of  life,  property 
and  affections  of  every  subject  in  this  land — to  bury 
the  hatchet  of  party,  and  unite  for  the  salvation  of 
our  country — the  noblest  inheritance  ever  yet  in- 
trusted by  beneficent  Heaven  to  the  industry  and 
defence  of  man — (cheers). 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  Wednesday,  the  30th, 
in  relalion  to  the  boundary  question: 

Mr.  Kume  a?ked  whether  there  would  be  any 
objection,  a?  great  anxiety  existed  on  the  subject  to 
give  the  house  some  information  respecting  the  ne- 
gotiation with  America  on  the  Maine  boundary 
question,  what  was  the  present  state  of  these  nego- 
tiations, and  whether  a favorable  result  might  be- 
anticipated? 

Lord  J.  Russell  said  he  would  answer  the  qjUfiSu-. 
tiun  to -morrow. 
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Great  Britain  and  the  Sicilies. — The  difficulties 
between  the  Sicilies  and  Great  Britain  were  about 
to  be  settled  by  the  mediation  of  France.  Seizures 
had  previously  been  made  by  the  Neapolitan  authori- 
ties of  two  or  three  British  merchant  ships  which 
had  been  retaliated  by  the  seizure  of  a considerable 
number  of  Neapolitan  vesels. 

Our  readers  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  Chinese 
difficulties  have  arisen  in  part  from  the  killing  of  a 
native  by  some  English  sailors,  in  a row,  and  the 
refusal  of  capt.  Elliot  to  surrender  the  culprits  for 
trial  by  the  Chinese  authorities.  He  thought  it  best 
to  take  the  matter  into  his  own  hands,  and  therefore 
after  a trial  of  some  sort,  sentenced  five  of  the  sai- 
lors to  a certain  period  of  imprisonment  in  England. 
They  arrived  about  the  end  of  April,  and  were  al- 
most immediately  set  at  liberty,  the  law  officers  of 
the  crown  being  of  opinion  that  captain  Elliott  had 
no  authority  to  sentence  them  as  he  had  done. 

FRANCE. 

The  marriage  of  the  duke  de  Nemours  and  the 
princess  Victoria  of  Saxe  Cobourg  was  solemnized 
at  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud,  on  the  27th  of  April. — 
The  ceremony  was  as  strictly  private  as  the  eti- 
quette of  the  French  court  permits.  The  king  of 
the  Belgians  and  the  infante  and  infanta  of  Spain 
were  among  the  guests.  Immediately  afterward 
an  amnesty  for  all  political  offences  up  to  May 
1837  was  published. 

The  mediation  of  the  king  of  France  between 
England  and  the  Two  Sicilies,  has  been  offered, 
and  accepted  by  the  former.  Indeed,  it  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  asked  for  by  the  King  of 
Naples. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Algiers  was  to  the 
18th  of  April.  The  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Aumale 
had  arrived  and,  with  marshal  Vallee,  reviewed 
the  troops.  On  the  17th  the  duke  of  Orleans  set 
off  for  the  camp  at  Bouffarick,  the  head  quarters  of 
his  division.  There  was  a report  that  a daring  at- 
tempt hffd  been  made  by  the  Kabyles  to  recover 
possession  of  Cherchell,  but  the  garrison  beat  them 
off  with  considerable  loss. 

It  was  reported  also  that  Abdel-Kader  had  of- 
fered to  settle  his  quarrel  with  France  by  a private 
combat  with  marshal  Vallee,  and  that  the  latter 
had  accepted  the  offer.  This  latter  statement  is 
of  course  nonsense. 

There  had  been  more  corn  riots  in  some  of  the 
provinces,  but  nothing  serious.  They  were  allayed 
without  the  shedding  of  blood. 

In  the  chamber  of  deputies  the  ministerial  de- 
mand of  1,500,000  francs,  for  the  blockade  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  was  agreed  to  by  a vote  of  260  to 
10.  Private  letters  report  that  an  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres  was  contemplated  by  the  French 
govern  merit. 

Trade  is  described  as  in  a shocking  condition  in 
Paris,  in  Lyons,  and  other  manufacturing  towns  of 
France. 

The  French  have  taken  possession  of  the  island 
of  Minorca,  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a hospital  there  for  the  sick  troops 
from  Algiers.  This,  it  was  rumored,  had  occa- 
sioned some  sharp  diplomatic  correspondence  be- 
tween the  French  and  British  governments. 

The  money  advanced  by  the  Bank  of  France  to 
the  Bank  of  England  has  all  been  paid  by  the  latter 
establishment. 

The  removal  of  the  remains  of  Napoleon  from 
St.  Helena  to  Paris  is  said  to  be  the  subject  of 
negotiation  between  M.  Thiers  and  Lord  Palmer- 
ston. 

The  crops.  The  crops  (says  the  Breton  of 
Nantes)  are  looking  splendid,  and  promise  a fine 
harvest.  The  drought  has  done  no  harm,  except 
to  a small  quantity  of  bad  land,  the  produce  of 
which  is  always  feeble.  We  learn  that  in  no  part 
of  France  are  there  any  complaints  as  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  crops.  Hay  alone  threatens  to  be 
deficient,  but  even  this  fear  would  be  removed  by 
a few  days  of  rain. 

The  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  at  Algiers, 
had  created  great  enthusiam  among  the  troops, 
and  the  most  active  preparations  were  making  to 
defeat  Abdel  Kader,  who  on  his  part,  was  not  idle, 
but  fortifying  the  mountain  passes.  The  Sheik 
roposed  to  marshal  Vallee  to  settle  the  difference 
etween  them  by  single  combat. 

SWITZERLAND. 

A correspondent  at  Geneva  informs  us  that  the 
consequences  of  the  conflagration  of  Sallenches 
have  been  most  disastrous.  Forty  individuals  were 
either  dead  or  dying  of  the  injuries  they  had  re- 
ceived on  the  morning  of  the  21st  nit.  Upwards 
of  fifty  were  known  to  be  dreadfully  mutilated, 
and  more  than  100  had  disappeared  without  their 
fate  being  known. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Russians  continued  their  preparations  for 
war  in  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  were  said  to 


have  announced  to  the  Turkish  government  that 
they  were  ready  to  send  an  army  to  co-operate  in 
an  attack  on  Ibrahim  pasha.  The  British  govern- 
ment were  said  to  be  intriguing  to  out  manoeuvre 
the  Russians,  and  to  foment  discontent  in  the 
Turco-Egyptian  fleet,  and  even  to  meditate  the 
landing  of  a force  on  the  coast  of  Syria. 

A letter  from  Odessa  brings  intelligence  of  ano- 
ther victory  gained  by  the  Circassians  over  their 
oppressors.  They  have  tafcen  a Russian  fort  with 
a battery  of  20  guns.  The  Russians,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  on  the  eve  of  invading  Circassia  with 
another  army,  and  it  is  supposed  that  40,000  men 
now  at  Sebastopol  are  destined  for  that  purpose. 

The  last  news  from  the  expedition  to  Khiva  con- 
firm the  previous  accounts  being  from  St.  Peters- 
burg, where  nothing  unfavorable  to  Russia  is  per- 
mitted to  be  published,  the  failure  is  softened  down 
into  concentration  of  troops  near  the  Emba,  in  the 
entrenchments  erected  by  the  Russians  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  disastrous  campaign.  The 
troops  are  said  to  have  encountered  tremendous 
hurricanes  and  intense  cold,  25  degrees  and  more 
below  the  freezing  point.  They  had  not  met  with 
the  Tartar  enemy.  The  English  government,  it  is 
said,  has  intimated  to  the  Russian  ambassador  that 
if  the  expedition  be  renewed  or  persevered  in,  the 
government  of  India  will  send  an  army  upon  the 
Oxus,  and  will  occupy  the  most  important  points 
in  that  quarter  by  its  troops. 

Thirty-three  priests  of  the  Romish  united  Greek 
church  have  been  exiled  from  Russia  for  having 
signed  an  act  signifying  their  adhesion  to  the 
church  of  Rome. 

GREECE. 

Great  distress  prevailed  in  Greece,  and  the  price 
of  provisions  had  been  considerably  augmented. 
The  severity  of  the  winter  had  been  such,  that  up 
wards  of  50,000  cattle  had  perished  in  the  snow  in 
Romelia  alone. 

China.  The  only  paragraph  relating  to  Chinese 
affairs  is  to  be  found  in  the  French  journal,  the  Uni- 
verse, which  states  that  a rumor  was  current  that 
the  English  government  had  offered  letters  of 
marque  to  such  French  shipowners  as  are  willing 
to  take  part  on  their  own  account  in  the  war  with 
China.  It  was  added  that  several  great  capitalists 
had  formed  an  association  to  take  advantage  of  good 
will  thus  manifested  by  the  ministry  of  lord  Mel- 
bourne. 

The  plague,  it  is  said,  had  broken  out  in  Da- 
mascus. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

From  river  of  Plate.  A slip  from  the  office  of 
the  Salem  Gazette  gives  the  report  of  brig  Mer- 
maid, thirty-four  days  from  Pernambuco,  which 
states  that  by  the  last  accounts  the  blockade  was  to 
be  removed  on  the  10th  April. 

TEXAS. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the  steam  packet 
Neptune  for  Galveston  papers  of  the  2.9th  April. 
The  United  States  commissioners  had  not  arrived 
at  the  Sabine  on  the  28th  ult. 

The  Galveston  Courier  publishes  the  act  to  sup- 
press gambling,  passed  by  congress,  and  accompa- 
nies the  publication  with  some  very  correct  and 
creditable  remarks. 

A.  Bringhain,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  republic  of 
Texas  has  been  suspended  from  his  office.  Charges 
of  speculation  with  the  public  money  exist  against 
him  and  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department.  A 
committee  has  been  appointed  to  investigate  his 
conduct. 

Commodore  John  Taylorlate  of  the  Texian  navy, 
died  at  Galveston  on  the  24th  April.  He  was  buried 
with  military  honors.  [ N.  O.  Bee. 

By  an  ariival  at  New  Orleans,  Galveston  papers 
to  ttie  7th  inclusive  have  been  received. 

No  rain  had  fallen  in  Galveston  for  many  days, 
and  the  city  was  almost  destitute  of  water.  Very 
little  rain  falls  in  Texas  between  the  latter  part  of 
March  and  the  first  of  October.  The  citizens  were 
preparing  reservoirs  and  cisterns  to  secure  a copi- 
ous supply  at  the  first  rainy  spell. 

The  Courier  says:  goods  are  selling  here  now  at 
auction  at  an  unusually  low  rate. 

The  schooner  Henry,  from  N.York,  got  aground 
on  the  the  5th  inst.on  the  bar.  The  steam  packet 
New  York,  went  to  her  assistance  and  brought  her 
off  in  safety. 

A splendid  ball  was  lately  given  at  Houston,  by 
the  hon.  Alcee  Labranche,  charge  des  affaires,  from 
the  United  States  to  Texas.  Of  Mr.  Labranche 
the  Houston  Telegraph  says:  “We  regret  that  this 

gentleman  has  been  induced,  by  private  considera- 
tions, to  retire  from  the  station  lie  has  so  admirably 
filled  and  eminently  adorned.  As  the  representa- 
tive of  a nation  occupying  the  second  place  in  our 
hearts,  as  a gentleman ,’and  as  a member  ofthe  socie- 
ty, the  hon.  Alcee  Labranche  stands  among  the 
highest  in  the  community,  and  he  will  carry  with 


him  on  his  retirement  from  this  country,  the  best 
wishes  of  the  numerous  friends  he  has  made  during 
his  residence  here.” 

CANADA. 

The  colored  population.  A meeting  has  been 
held  in  Upper  Canada  and  a petition  to  the  queen 
agreed  upon,  asking  to  be  allowed  the  means  of 
settling  all  together  instead  of  being  scattered 
throughout  the  community.  They  number  as  as- 
certained, amounts  to  12,510. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  &nute. 

John  M.  Niles,  to  be  postmaster  general,  vice 
Amos  Kendall,  resigned. 

Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  of  New  York,  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  Russia. 

Aaron  Vail,  to  be  charge  des  affaires  to  the 
court  of  Spain. 

Rogers,  to  be  charge  des  affaires  to  Sardinia. 

J.  P.  B.  Wilmer,  to  be  a chaplain  in  the  navy 
from  the  7th  of  March,  1839. 

Rodman  Lewis,  to  be  a chaplain  in  the  navy  from 
the  13th  of  March,  1839. 

Thomas  B.  Nalle,  to  be  a purser  in  the  navy 
from  the  17th  October,  1839. 

Thomas  P.  McBlair,  to  be  a purser  in  the  navy 
from  the  11th  November,  1839. 

Thomas  Eastin,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port  ot 
Pensacola,  West  Florida,  for  lour  years  from  the 
10th  May,  1840,  when  his  present  commission  will 
expire. 

Joseph  W.  Curtis,  to  be  a second  lieutenant  in 
the  marine  corps  from  the  4th  of  May,  1S40. 

Coinage  of  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
ing facts  are  taken  from  a report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  the  senate,  relative  to  the  import  and 
export  of  coin  and  bullion  and  the  coinage  of  the 
United  States  mints: 

Amount  of  American  coin  and  bullion  exported 
from  the  20th  September  1828  to  1839,  $8,230,676. 

Amount  of  coin  and  bullion  imported  into  the  U. 
States  from  the  30tti  September,  1821,  to  1839, 
$168,841,504. 

Amount  exported  during  the  same  period,  $121,- 
222,821. 

The  coinage  at  the  Philadelphia  mint,  since  its 
establishment  in  the  year  1793  to  the  year  1839,  in- 
clusive, was — 

Gold  coin,  $25,913,602  50  cents. 

Silver  coin,  $53,077,328  90  cents. 

The  coinage,  in  the  years  1S38  and  1839,  at  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans  was,  gold,  $‘23,490; 
silver,  $280,403.  At  the  Charlotte  branch  mint, 
during  the  same  period,  $246,932  50  cents  were 
coined  in  gold;  and  at  the  Dahlonega  branch  mint, 
$231,795. 

The  amount  of  gold  from  North  Carolina  coined 
at  the  Philadelphia  mint,  up  to  1838,  was  2,6-lS,500 
dollars. 

The  coinage  at  the  mint  in  London  from  1816 
to  1836  was,  in  gold,  £55,151,716  4s.  l^d.,  silver 
£ 10,260,2S4  11s.  10d.;  copperd  £ 180,107  4s.  Total 
£65.592,107  19s.  11  l-2d. 

The  mines  in  the  gold  region  of  North  Carolina 
are  estimated  to  have  yielded,  since  their  discovery, 
$10,000,000;  and  their  annual  product  at  this  time 
about  $400,000. 

Mr.  Bechtler’s  private  manufactory  of  coin  in  the 
above  region,  produced  from  January,  1S31,  to  Fe- 
bruary, J840,  of  coin  $2,241,840  50  cents;  and 
1,729,998  dwts.  of  fluxed  gold. 

Foreign  relations.  The  boundary  question 
appears  to  have  occupied  as  large  a share  of  public 
attention  in  England,  consequent  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  correspondence  between  Messrs.  Forsyth 
and  Fox,  as  it  did  in  this  country.  At  first  it  oc- 
casioned some  alarm,  but  as  the  views  and  wishes 
of  the  government  of  England  became  known,  con- 
fidence was  speedily  restored.  The  English  pa- 
pers speak  quite  confidently  of  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  matter,  and  the  private  letters  which 
follow  this  article,  from  the  Philadelphia  North 
American,  and  which  is  said  to  come  from  a source 
entitled  to  much  consideration,  confirm  the  public 
statements.  The  interests  of  the  tao  nations  are 
one  and  inseparable,  and  as  the  pioneers  in  the 
march  of  civil  liberty,  no  harsh  or  discordant  feelings 
should  ever  be  allowed  to  grow  up  between  them. 

Extract  from  a letter  dated  London , April  24,  1840. 
“I  write  without  any  hope  of  this  reaching  you  as 
soon  as  our  letters  per  ‘British  Queen,’  but  merely 
in  case  this  should  not  be  the  case,  that  you  may 
not  be  disappointed  should  a packet  arrive  without 
letters  from  us.  I have  learnt  from  an  authority 
which  leaves  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  its  accuracy, 
that  as  soon  as  parliament  resumes  its  sessions  after 
the  Easter  holidays,  that  the  boundary  question 
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will  be  submitted  to  them,  and  that  it  is  decidedly 
the  wish  ol  lord  Palmerston  that  it  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration,  and  that  it  will  also  be,  re- 
commended to  negociate  upon  a separate  basis, 
should  not  the  arbitration  be  adopted,  but  as  both 
the  governments  are  in  favor  of  arbitration,  I do 
not  see  how  any  collision  should  grow  out  of  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  unless  Maine  should  choose 
to  act  for  itself.  We  have  had  a report  here  which 
gained  credit,  that  the  matter  had  been  arranged 
between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  lord  Palmerston,  which 
is  premature.  It  had  some  effect  in  raising  Eng- 
lish stocks,  which  had  been  very  much  depressed 
by  the  intelligence  brought  by  the  ‘British  Queen;’ 
tliey  are  now  steady,  though  the  rumor  is  no  longer 
credited.  In  the  mean  time,  American  stocks  are 
perfectly  torpid,  except  New  York  and  Ohio,  which 
maintain  their  prices.  Money  is  cheap,  4 per  cent, 
for  discounts  and  2 per  cent,  on  the  stock  exchange. 
The  weather  here  is  exceedingly  fine,  and  prospect 
for  crops  very  good.” 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  London,  t April  30,  1S40. 
“I  find  there  is  nothing  of  a political  character  to 
communicate  besides  which  I wrote  in  my  last.  It 
is  now  generally  understood  that  despatches  go  out 
by  this  steamer  to  Mr.  Fox,  directing  him  to  in- 
form the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the 
willingness  of  this  government  to  submit  the  boun- 
dary question  to  arbitration  or  to  negociate,  and 
we  all  hope  that  the  matter  may  be  arranged  ami- 
cably. Stocks  have  rallied  a little  in  consequence.” 

The  National  Intelligencer  says  that  the  earl  of 
Mulgrave  (son  of  the  marquis  of  Normanby)  arriv- 
ed in  Washington  on  Sunday  last,  the  bearer  of  de- 
spatches to  the  British  minister.  These  despatches, 
it  is  supposed,  have  reference  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  question. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Intelligen- 
cer says — "though  the  London  papers  abound  in 
speculations  on  the  boundary  qifl*stion,  little  is  said 
about  it  here.  It  may  be  that  ike  Queen  brought 

despatches  that  may  throw  light  on  the  subject. 

The  earl  of  Mulgrave,  of  whose  arrival  at  Washing- 
ton you  are  aware,  is  to  go  from  thence  to  Canada. 

The  National  Intelligencer  adds:  “too  much  re- 
liance ought  not  to  be  placed  on  the  articles  which 
appear  in  the  late  London  newspapers  (and  are  co- 
pied into  the  New  York  papers)  regarding  the 
pending  negotiation  on  this  subject.  It  appears  to 
us  altogether  probable,  considering  the  present  state 
of  that  question,  that  additional  information  may 
have  reached  this  country  by  the  late  arrivals 
through  official  channels,  and  that  something  defi- 
nite may  have  been  answered  or  proposed  by  the 
British  ministry  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  How  this  is,  we  shall  doubtless  know  in 
time.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  whatever  the 
fact  may  be,  that  any  one  of  the  papers  in  London 
(the  daily  papers  at  least)  are  sufficiently  confided 
in  by  the  British  ministry  to  be  authorised  to  make 
particular  statements  of  the  views  of  the  British 
government  on  the  subject. 

Mamet  Ben  A man.  This  distinguished  visitor, 
the  representative  of  the  sultan  of  Muscat,  and 
commander  of  the  ship  Sullanee,  now  in  port,  has 
become  quite  the  lion  of  the  dav.  He  has  been 
honored  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  by  the  authori- 
ties. He  has  been  conducted  to  witness  the  most 
interesting  exhibitions  of  the  city— the  institutions 
for  the  blind,  the  deaf  and  dumb  as  well  as  the 
United  States  vessels,  anil  the  public  works  at  the 
navy  yary.  This  interesting  act  of  well  conceiv- 
ed civility  to  the  distinguished  stranger,  went  off 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  usual  salutes 
were  fired,  and  the  whole  thing  was  conducted 
quite  com  me  it  faut. 

The  Arab  commander,  besides  the  horses  was 
the  bearer  of  several  other  valuable  presents  from 
his  king  to  our  president;  but,  learning  the  usages 
of  our  government  as  to  the  reception  of  presents 
by  the  executive,  we  are  told  he  intends  to  re- 
convey these  to  the' power  that  sent  them.  His 
ship  is  daily  crowded  with  our  citizens.  And  on 
Thursday  evening  the  ship  was  visited  by  the 
New  York  brass  band,  who  gave  him  a splendid 
serenade,  performing  several  of  their  best  pieces  in 
their  best  style.  The  band  were  invited  on  board, 
and  were  entertained  in  the  most  hospitable  manner. 

[ N.  York  Star. 

Orders  have  been  sent  from  Washington,  to  have 
the  “Sultanee”  put  in  thorough  repair  at  the  Brook- 
lyn navy  yard,  at  the  expense  of  the  American 
government.  “A  new  foremast  is  to  be  put  into 
her,  and  she  is  to  be  cleaned  and  painted,  and  or-, 
nainented  throughout — the  four  guns  now  in  her 
are  to  he  taken  out,  and  fourteen  handsome  carro- 
nades  placed  on  board.”  The  New  York  Evening 
Sismal  thus  notices  the  strangers: 

The  Arab  ship  and  ils  crew  now  in  our  port 
have  naturally  been  subjects  of  much  curiosity  for 
the  last  week.  They  are  fifty  or  sixty  in  number, 


and  as  ugly  a set  of  customers  as  it  has  ever  been 
our  lot  to  see.  Such  spare,  gaunt,  Cassius  looking 
individuals  never  before  trod  a quarter  deck. — 
Their  mode  of  life  is  frugal  and  abstemious;  they 
have  but  one  meal  a day,  and  that  consists  exclu- 
sively of  cuiried  rice,  which  they  devour  alter  a 
somewhat  primitive  fashion.  It  is  poured  into  an 
immense  bowl,  forming  a pile  as  big  as  a mode- 
rately sized  haystack,  and  the  company  eat  it  with 
their  fingers,  rolling  it  first  into  balls,  which  they 
jerk  with  enviable  dexterity  down  their  throat3. — 
No  meat  is  allowed.  They  are  the  most  rigid  of 
Grahamites. 

Wine  and  ardent  spirits  they  especially  eschew, 
as  forbidden  by  the  Koran;  and  truly  they  look 
like  members  of  the  “tee-total  society.”  The 
other  day  one  of  these  followers  of  Mahomet  was 
inveigled  by  some  sailors  into  a bar-room,  where, 
alter  much  persuasion,  he  was  induced  to  drink  a 
glass  of  wine.  The  effect  wTas  instantaneous. — 
He  returned  to  the  deck  of  the  ‘Sultanee’  dancing 
about  and  capering  like  a madman.  His  compa- 
nions soon  suspected  the  cause  of  his  unwonted 
conduct,  and  a grave  old  mussulman,  with  a beard 
long  and  grisly  as  King  Lear’s,  seizing  the  delin- 
quent by  his  turban,  exclaimed  in  Arabic — which 
was  afterwards  translated  for  us  by  the  captain,  (a 
most  intelligent  fellow) — “Wretch!  if  you  go  on  at 
this  rate,  you  will  soon  be  as  low  and  degraded  as 
a Christian.”  Complimentary  this,  to  the  “most 
civilized  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe.” 

ARMY. 

2 nd  dragoons.  Head  quarters,  Fort  Heileman, 
col.  D.  E.  Twiggs,  commanding  district  of  Florida, 
east  of  the  Suwannee. 

Lieut,  col.  W.  S.  Harney,  at  Havana,  Cuba,  on 
sick  leave. 

Major  T.  T.  Fauntleroy,  commanding  troops,  2d 
dragoons,  in  East  Florida. 

Adj’t.  R.  C.  Asheton,  regimental  head  quarters. 
Bvt.  major  J.  A.  Ashby,  Pilatka,  commanding. 
Captains — H.  W.  Fowler,  Fort  No.  4,  command- 
ing. 

B.  L.  Beall,  fort  No.  — , M.  Florida,  command- 
ing. 

W.  M.  Fulton,  Hewlett’s  mills  commanding. 

L.  J.  Beall,  New  York,  regimental  recruiting 
service. 

E.  D.  Bullock,  Fort  Preston,  M.  Florida  com- 
manding. 

M.  S.  Howe,  St.  Augustine,  in  arrest. 

G.  A.  H.  Blake,  Tallahassee,  sick. 

A.  S.  Macomb,  Washington,  not  joined  since  pro- 
motion. 

C.  Kerr,  Fort  No.  4,  on  duty  with  troops. 

First  lieutenants — S.  B.  Thornton,  St.  Marks, 

sick. 

C.  A.  May,  Fort  Braden,  M.  Florida,,  “G.” 
troop. 

N.  W.  Hunter,  Rolls  Town,  commanding  “F.” 
troop. 

R.  B.  Lawton,  under  orders  to  examine  the  banks 
of  the  Ocklawaha. 

N.  Darling,  Fort  Heileman,  commanding  K. 
troop. 

W.  J.  Hardee,  Hewlett’s  Mills,  on  duty  with  B. 

H.  W.  Merrill,  Rolls  Town,  on  duty  with  F. 

O.  P.  Ranson,  on  duty  with  C. 

Second  lieutenants — H.  H.  Sibley,  Carlisle,  on 
duty  at  Cavalry  depot. 

R.  A.  Arnold,  Fort  Heileman,  on  duty  with  K. 
Z.  M.  P.  Inge,  Fort  No.  4,  on  duty  with  H. 

W.  I.  Newton,  Pilatka,  on  duty  with  D. 

W.  H.  Saunders,  Fort  Wool,  M.  Florida,  on  duty 
with  I. 

J.  H.  Hill,  Fort  Preston,  M.  Florida,  on  duty 
with  E. 

A.  Lowry,  Fort  Braden,  M.  Florida,  on  duty 
with  G. 

E.  M.  Thayer,  Carlisle,  on  duty  at  cavalry  de- 
pot. 

Indian  fight.  From  the  St.  Augustine  News,  May 
9.  Captain  Rains,  of  the  7th  infantry,  is  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  King,  arid  with  the  most  laudable 
ambition  of  doing  effective  service,  has  been  ac- 
tively employed  in  efforts  at  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy.  But  a short  time  since,  some  of  his  men 
were  killed,  as  they  left  the  garrison;  and  he 
determined  on  placing  shells  under  cover  of  a 
blanket,  in  the  hope  that  their  cupidity  might  in- 
duce them  to  appropriate  the  articles,  and  thus  fire 
the  fuse,  sending  death  among  them.  During  the 
night,  he  heard  an  explosion,  and  on  repairing  to 
the  spot  in  the  morning,  with  eighteen  men,  he  dis- 
covered tracks  of  blood  and  scattered  clothing,  as 
well  as  poney  tracks.  Suddenly  he  was  surround- 
ed by  a galling  fire,  whilst  the  woods  were  resound- 
ing the  war  cry  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Rain  im- 
mediately charged  upon  the  Indians,  who  took  their 
shelter  among  trees,  and  continued  the  discharge 
of  rifles  at  this  little  band.  The  fight  was  kept  up 


with  great  spirit  until  the  leader  Alectuslenugge,  fell; 
when  he  was  immediately  borne  off  and  the  Indians 
retreated.  Captain  Rains  was  mortally  wounded 
by  the  chief— when  the  command  devolved  upon 
sergeant  Jackson  who  behaved  in  the  most  gallant 
manner,  and  revenged  the  fall  of  his  caption,  by 
shooting  Alectuslenugge,  alter  being  severely  w ound- 
ed himself. — The  loss  ot  the  whites  was  2 killed 
and  3 wounded — that  of  the  enemy  4 killed. — The 
enemy  numbered  93.  We  look  upon  this  as  the 
most  brilliant  affair  occurring  during  the  whole 
war;  whether  we  consider  the  noble  daring  of  this 
handful  of  men  in  sustaining  such  an  unequal  con- 
flict, the  loss  of  the  enemy,  and  the  gallant  and 
praiseworthy  conduct  of  sergeant  Jackson.  It 
w’ill  lose  us,  probably  captain  Rains;  a man  distin- 
guished for  his  scientific  attainments,  patriotism 
and  virtue;  whose  active  exertions  in  Florida,  thus 
early  close  a life  of  great  usefulness,  and  adds  ano- 
ther martyr  to  the  calls  of  duty. 

Captain  Holmes,  7th  infantry,  commanding  Fort 
Russel,  on  the  Ocklawaha,  a lew'  days  since,  killed 
one  Indian  and  captured  another. " The  prisoner 
was  taken  to  Black  Creek. 

A scout  in  the  neighborhood  of  Micanopy,  a few 
days  since,  came  upon  a party  of  Indians,  who  made 
a charge  upon  them,  they  broke  and  fled;  the  ser- 
geant, in  attempting  to  bayonet  one  of  the  number, 
wuis  shot  through  the  body,  but  made  every  efloit  to 
kill  the  enemy,  until  he  fell  from  his  horse,  and  im- 
mediately expired. 

Information  has  reached  us,  that  in  digging  at 
Micanopy,  15  barrels  of  pork,  and  15  or  20  barrels 
of  bread  were  discovered.  It  is  supposed  that  this 
amount  of  provisions  was  buried  on  the  evacuation 
and  burning  of  that  post  in  1836;  but  a short  time 
previous  to  its  having  been  temporarily  encamped 
on  by  gen.  Call’s  army,  in  a state  of  great  suffering 
Can  it  be  possible  that  provisions  were  buried  there, 
and  it  unknown,  whilst  from  five  to  six  thousand 
men  were  enduring  the  horrors  of  hunger  on  the 
very  spot? 

The  Galena  Gazette  of  the  25th  tilt,  says:  “The 
Omega,  bound  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Peters,  came 
in  yesterday.  She  had  on  board  general  Atkinson, 
with  a company  of  soldiers  for  Prairie  du  Chieu. 
We  suppose  the  Winnebagoes  will  now  have  to 
walk.  Those  acquainted  with  their  habits  and 
feelings  anticipate  no  serious  opposition  or  difficul- 
ty from  them.” 

Mutiny  at  Pilatka.  St.  Augustine,  May  8.  Dur- 
ing the  last  week  the  highest  offence  known  to  mili- 
tary law  occurred  at  Pilatka.  It  appears  that  the 
commandingofficer  of  the  post,  brevet  major  Ashby, 
was  absent,  and  the  command  devolved  on  lieut.  Mer- 
rill. Some  older  was  issued  to  a non-commission- 
ed officer  respecting  the  removal  of  prisoners,  who 
peremptorily  refused  to  carry  it  out.  The  com- 
pany was  ordered  to  parade,  and  this  they  refused — 
lieutenant  Merrill  at  the  same  time  being  subjected 
to  personal  violence.  Dr.  Hitchcock  succeeded  in 
knocking  dow  n several  of  the  mutineers,  and  some- 
thing like  order  was  restored,  although  not  before  a 
carbine  was  levelled  at  the  doctor,  and  missed  fire. 
An  offence  of  this  character  we  believe  perfectly 
anomalous  in  the  history  of  the  war.  Isolated  cases 
of  disobedience  and  mutiny  have  occurred;  but  for 
a whole  company  to  be  affected  with  a simultaneous 
spirit  of  insubordination  is  truly  remarkable.  The 
interests  of  the  service  require,  in  this  matter,  the 
closest  scrutiny;  such  as  will  develop  the  causes 
which  have  prompted  this  violation  of  military  law, 
and  prevent  by  the  teirorof  its  punishment,  the  repe- 
tition of  an  act  subversive  of  all  discipline  and  com- 
mand. In  an  examination  there  may  beadevelop- 
ment  assigning,  at  least,  the  motive  influencing 
men  to  such  a violation  of  duty.  Should  it  be 
found  that  there  is  an  exercise  of  authority  incon-' 
sistent  w ith  law,  and  an  abuse  of  power  irreconcila- 
ble with  the  security  of  life  or  limb — that  the  gene- 
rous feelings  of  the  soldier  are  trodden  down  in  the 
dust,  and  he  subjected  to  blows  and  stripes,  as  it 
may  suit  the  arbitrary  will — then  let  the  evil  be 
bared  forth,  and  its  remedy  be  applied  by  immedi- 
ate change.  This  act  ol  mutiny  is  a severe  offence, 
and  we  do  trust  that  the  supremacy  of  the  law  will 
be  maintained. 

Recent  Indian  murders  in  Florida.  The  report  of 
(he  murder  of  another  family  by  the  Indians,  men- 
tioned last  week,  is  confirmed.  The  Indians,  about 
fifteen  in  number,  appeared  on  the  premises  of  Mr. 
McLean,  on  the  Tologee,  early  in  the  morning,  and 
were  discovered  by  one  of  the  daughters,  who  ran 
to  the  house  and  gave  information  to  the  family. 
Mrs.  M.  took  her  children,  three  in  number,  and 
made  for  the  hammock,  when  they  were  overtaken 
and  unhumanly  butchered  by  the  Indians.  Mrs. 
M’s  throgt  \vas  ^ut,  aud  her  children  beaten  to 
death  with  pine-knots.  The  Indians  returned  to 
the  house,  where  Air.  M’s  son,  about  16  years  of 
age,  had  determined  to  defend  himself,  and  fired 
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frequenlly  at  the  Indians.  They  then  attempted  to 
fire  the  house  by  means  of  arrows  wrapped  with 
blazing  cotton.  Failing  in  these  efforts,  one  ap- 
proached with  a torch,  but  he  was  shot  down  by 
the  lad,  and  has  since  been  found  dead.  They  set 
fire  to  several  out  houses,  and  went  off.  Mr. 
McL.  was  absent  at  the  time,  but  returned  towards 
evening,  to  witness  the  inhuman  sacrifice  of  his 
family. 

We  have  no  news  from  Tampa  since  our  last. — 
The  report  of  overtures  from  the  hostiles  to  come 
in  and  remove,  is  confirmed  by  the  way  of  St.  Au- 
gustine. We  are  informed  that  a few  days  since,  a 
wagon  was  attacked  between  Fort  Fanning  arid 
Deadman’s  bay,  by  a party  of  some  twenty  or  thirty 
Indians.  A guard  of  six  regulars  kept  the  Indians 
at  bay  for  about  two  hours,  gallantly  holding  their 
ground  until  their  ammunition  was  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, when  they  made  a charge  and  routed  the  In- 
dians. The  officer  in  command  was  wounded  on 
the  first  fire  from  the  Indians;  but  wa3  brought  off 
by  his  fellows.  An  Indian  and  a big  negro  were 
killed  by  the  guard. 

We  are  permitted  says  the  Savannah  Republican 
to  make  the  following  extract  from  a letter  just  re- 
ceived from  Florida,  dated  May  1st. 

“The  Indians  on  the  coast  are  numerous — their 
fires  are  seen  everywhere.  They  attacked  five  men 
from  Fort  Lauderdale,  while  they  were  procuring 
water,  and  shot  three  of  them — one  mortally. 

The  Indians  appear  to  be  in  parties  over  the 
country,  determined  on  mischief.  It  is  supposed 
general  Taylor  will  shortly  leave,  when  general 
Armistead  will  take  command,  who  is  presiding  at 
a court  martial,  now  sitting  at  St.  Augustine. 

On  the  31st  ult.  some  men  (while  on  parade) 
of  the  2d  dragoons  stationed  at  Pilatka,  muiined 
and  attempted  the  life  of  lieut.  Merrill,  who  was  in 
command.  Lieut.  M.  cut  one  of  the  ringleaders 
severely  in  the  face,  and  by  the  aid  of  doctor  Hitch- 
cock, kept  them  at  bay  for  a short  time;  but  there 
is  no  doubt,  had  not  captain  Lawton’s  company 
arrived  just  at  the  moment,  they  would  have  taken 
the  lives  of  both  officers.  Lawton’s  company  ar- 
rived in  the  Cincinnati,  to  go  in  the  interior.  Ma- 
jor Ashby,  the  commanding  officer,  was  at  St.  Au- 
gustine.” \Tallahasse  Floridian. 

Col.  Worth.  From  the  Sacked’ s Harbor  Jour- 
nal. In  publishing  the  following  correspondence, 
between  a committee  of  our  citizens  and  colonel 
Worth,  we  trust  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in 
adding  our  own  to  the  universal  regret  that  is  felt 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  8th  regi- 
ment from  this  post.  The  social  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse which  has  subsisted  between  our  citizens 
and  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  will  be  severed, 
but  they  bear  with  them  the  warmest  wishes  of 
warm  hearts  for  their  future  health,  prosperity  and 
happiness.  When  the  call  of  the  country  requires 
their  active  services,  they  will  prove  as  valiant  in 
the  field,  as  they  have  been  generous  and  confiding 
in  social  life;  and  let  the  occasion  present,  and  the 
8th  shall  win  for  itself  the  proud  appellation  of  the 
republic’s  own. 

We  understand  that  the  regiment  will  move  as 
soon  as  it  is  ascertained  that  Buffalo  harbor  is 
clear  of  ice — leaving  this  post  in  charge  of  two 
companies. 

Sackett’s  Harbor,  April  22,  1840. 

Sir:  The  citizens  of  this  village,  learning  that 
the  8th  regiment  of  infantry  is  on  the  eve  of  de- 
parture from  this  place,  have  appointed  file  under- 
signed a committee  in  their  behalf,  to  express  their 
unaffected  regret  that  the  exigency  of  the  public 
service  requires  its  removal;  and  to  invite  you, 
and  through  you,  the  officers  of  your  command,  to 
partake  of  a public  dinner,  at  such  time,  before 
your  departure,  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

The  committee,  for  themselves  individually,  and 
in  behalf  of  their  fellow  citizens,  cannot  but  avail 
themselves  of  this  occasion,  to  express  to  you  their 
high  and  proper  estimation  of  your  public  services 
upon  this  frontier,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  performed,  during  a period  of  the  time 
rendered  difficult  and  delicate,  in  consequence  of 
an  extraordinary  state  of  the  public  mind;  and  of 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  kind  and  gentle- 
manly deportment  which  has  always  characterised 
the  intercourse  of  yourself  and  the  officers  of  your 
command,  with  this  community.  We  are  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servants, 

Elisha  Camp,  Wm.  Buckley, 
Augustus  Ford,  L.  Denison, 

J.  O.  Dickey,  Geo.  Redfield, 
Jason  Phelps,  D.  Harlow, 

S.  P.  TjTEWELL,  JR.  EdW.  SACKET, 

C.  C..Symonus,  D.  N.  Burnham, 
Wm.  Vaughn,  Horace  Howe, 
Zeno  Allen, 

To  col.  Win.  J.  Worth,  com’g  Madison  barracks, 
Tackett’s  Harbor,  N.  Y. 


Head  quarters  8th  regiment, 
Madison  barracks,  April  22,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  In  common  with  my  brother  offi- 
cers, I have  received,  w'ith  deep  sensibility,  your 
kind  and  obliging  note  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Sackett’s  Harbor. 

Under  “the  circumstances  of  the  tiines”since  we 
came  among  you  in  the  performance— occasionally 
of  invidious  duties — so  to  have  conducted  ourselves 
as  to  win  the  kindness,  respect  and  confidence  of  a 
generous  and  patriotic  community  which  has  inva-, 
riably  yielded  generous  confidence  and  hospitality 
in  social — prompt  and  firm  support  in  public  rela- 
tions— will  ever  be  to  us  a source  of  the  purest  gra- 
tification. 

The  brief  space  intervening  demands  the  time  of 
all  in  preparation  fora  distant  movement,  and  com- 
pels us  reluctantly,  but  most  respectfully,  to  de- 
cline your  tender  of  a"  parting  hospitality,  which  we 
do  in  the  hope  that  the  chequered  incidents  of  our 
profession  may  again  bring  us  among  you. 

Believe  us,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  and  grateful 
friends,  (in  behalf  of  the  reg’t.) 

W.  J.  WORTH,  col.  commanding. 

To  E.  Camp,  Augustus  Ford,  esqs. 
and  others,  a committee. 

NAVY. 

Navy  orders.  April  14 — Lieut.  E.  Peck,  navy 
yard,  New  York. 

April  15— Lieut.  G.  M.  Bache,  commander  of 
schooner  Jersey. 

Acting  midshipman  J.  W.  Bennett,  frigate  Po- 
tomac. 

April  18 — Lieut.  George,  acting  midshipmen  T. 
P.  Alston,  Lewis  Beard,  J.  L.  F.  Beckwith,  S.  P. 
Carter,  George  F.  Cunningham,  William  Nelson, 
Colville  Terret,  receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Acting  midshipmen  B.  F.  Van  Hook,  Charles 
Dyer,  jr.  Reuben  Harris,  R.  B.  Lowry,  J.  B.  McCau- 
ley, S.  P.  Quaekenbush,  receiving  ship,  N.  York. 

April  20 — Professor  Thomas  H.  Perry,  detailed 
from  razee  Independence. 

Acting  gunner  Thomas  Robinson,  special  duty 
under  capt.  Perry. 

Resignations.  David  Marple,  acting  carpenter, 
April  20.  Josiah  Faxton,  acting  sailmaker,  April 
20. 

Naval  court  martial.  We  learn  that  lieut.  Chas. 
H.  McBlair  has  been  honorably  acquitted  by  the 
naval  general  court  martial  sitting  in  Philadelphia, 
of  the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  commodore 
H.  E.  Ballard,  commanding  the  naval  station  at 
Baltimore. 

The  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis,  captain  Forrest,  arriv- 
ed at  Mazatlan,  March  31 — all  well. 

Norfolk,  May  13.  The  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac, 
captain  Kearney,  bound  to  the  Brazil  station,  de- 
parted from  the  naval  anchorage  last  evening,  in  tow 
of  the  steamer  Thomas  Jefferson. 

The  French  West  India  squadron  is  to  spend  the 
summer  months  in  the  harbor  of  Pensacola.  On 
the  1st  instant,  national  salutes  were  fired  by  the 
French  corvette  “La  Sabine”  at  8 A.  M.  at  12  M. 
and  at  sun  down;  and  they  wmre  responded  to  by 
each  of  the  U.  S.  vessels  of  war  the  Macedonian, 
the  Erie,  the  Warren,  and  the  Ontario.  La  Sabine 
was  decked  out  with  flags  of  every  variety  of  color 
and  shape,  and  wore  our  national  ensign  at  her  fore- 
mast head,  while  the  United  States  ships  all  carri- 
ed at  their  foremast  the  tri-colored  flag. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

No  small  degree  of  excitement  was  caused  at 
Newport,  by  the  case  of  Mr.  Eugene  Mahe,  an 
aged  and  respectable  citizen  of  that  town,  who  was 
driven  out  to  sea  in  a small  boat,  by  a sudden  storm, 
and  was,  after  a long  exposure,  rescued  by  the 
schooner  Maria,  captain  Small,  from  Providence 
for  Dennis.  When  Mr.  Mahe  was  in  this  perilous 
situation,  application  was  made  to  the  captain  of  the 
revenue  cutter  Vigilant  to  proceed  to  his  assistance, 
and  was  refused!  The  ground  of  objection  was  that 
it  wa3  unsafe  to  proceed  to  sea,  allhough  a number 
of  men  offered  to  go,  but  no  vessel  fit  for  the  expe- 
dition could  be  found  except  the  cutter,  which  the 
captain  refused. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Whig  convention.  The  whigs  have  determined  to 
hold  a state  convention  for  business  at  Worcester, 
to  be  composed  of  a limited  number  of  delegates, 
on  the  17th  June  next,  the  anniversary  of  Bunker’s 
Hill — and  also  an  unlimited  convention  of  the  whigs 
of  Massachusetts  is  to  be  held  on  Bunker’s  Hill 
early  in  September. 

CONNECTICUT. 

D.  S.  senator.  The  legislature  of  this  state  elect 
senators  by  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches.  On 


the  13th,  the  house  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a senator 
in  place  of  Mr.  Betts,  deceased,  the  vote  stood: 
Whole  number,  . . 203 

Necessary  to  a choice,  . . 102 

J.W.  Huntington,  . . 112 

C.  F.  Cleaveland,  . . .63 

Scattering  ...  2S 

On  the  13th  the  senate  balloted  six  times  with 
the  following  results: 

1st 
10 
3 


4th  5th 
8 6 


2d  3d 

Jabez  W.  Huntington,  10  10  9 

Wm.  W.  Boardman,  3 3 3 4 6 

Chauncey  F.  Cleaveland,  3 3 3 3 3 

W.  W.  Ellsworth,  112  0 0 

Rueben  Booth,  . 1 2 2 3 3 

Henry  Strong,  . .11111 

Truman  Smith,  . 0 0 0 0 1 

Jabez  Huntington,  .1  0 0 0 0 

W.  W.  Boardman,  . 0 0 0 1 0 

W.  J.  Boardman,  .0  0 0 0 0 


6th 

6 

5 

3 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 


20  20  20  20  20  20 

After  these  ineffectual  ballotings,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  question  was  postponed  to  the 
20th. 

If  the  vote  given  on  the  first  of  these  ballots  for  Ja- 
bez H.  was  intended  for  Jabez  W.  H.  Mr.  Hunt- 
ington would,  but  for  this  mistake,  have  been 
elected  on  the  first  balloting. 

On  the  20th  the  balloting  was  resumed  which 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Huntington,  on  the 
first  ballot. 

By  a vote  of  102  to  98,  the  house  rejected  a reso- 
lution giving  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace 
to  the  people — and  by  a still  larger  majority,  nega- 
tived a proposition  to  give  the  election  of  probate 
judges  to  the  people. 

NEW  YORK. 

Adjournment  ofdhe  legislature.  The  session  was 
closed  on  (be  14th  inst.  having  sat  127  days,  dur- 
ing which  370  laws  were  enacted — averaging  three 
for  each  day. 

Among  the  acts  passed  on  the  last  day,  was  one 
extending  the  supervision  of  the  bank  commission- 
ers to  the  free  banking  associations,  and  authorising 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  bank  commission- 
er. Bates  Cooke,  esq.  having  resigned  the  cornp- 
trollership  of  the  state,  has  been,  or  will  be,  ap- 
pointed the  bank  commissioner. 

New  York  criminal  court.  The  bill  for  the  re- 
organization of  the  criminal  courts  of  New  York 
city  has  become  a law;  and  James  Lynch  and  Ed- 
ward Sanford  have  been  appointed  associate  judges 
of  the  new  court. 

Aid  to  rail  roads.  In  the  Evening  Journal  we 
find  the  laws  for  aiding  the  construction  of  the  Hud- 
son and  Berkshire,  and  of  the  Lonn  Island  rail  road. 
For  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  road  $150,000,  in  6 
per  cent,  stock,  reimbursable  after  25  years,  and 
not  to  be  sold  under  par,  are  to  be  issued  by  the 
comptroller,  whenever  he  shall  receive  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  company  have  expended  $500,000  on 
their  road. 

Forthe  Long  Island  road,  $100,000  of  6 percent, 
stock,  reimbursable  after  20  years,  and  not  to  be 
sold  under  par,  are  to  be  issued  by  the  comptroller, 
when  satisfied  that  $400,000  have  been  expended 
by  the  company.  No  part  of  the  proceeds  of  this 
stock,  however,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
debts  heretofore  contracted. 

In  both  cases,  the  roads,  and  all  the  profits,  &c. 
are  to  be  mortgaged  to  the  state  as  security — -and  a 
sinking  fund  is  to  be  raised  for  the  payment  on  be- 
half of  the  Berkshire  road  of  2 per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  of  the  Long  Island  road  of  1 per  cent,  per  an- 
num: on  the  amount  of  stock  respectively  issued  to 
them,  which  is  to  be  invested  for  accumulation  by 
the  comptroller. 

Long  Island  rail  road.  The  Long  Island  rail  road 
company  are  taking  measures  to  extend  their  rail 
road  eastward  from  Hicksville. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  “overflow  with  coin,  and  we  understand  they 
offer  to  take  the  state  loans  at  5 per  cent,  per  an- 
num.” 

The  currency.  The  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  writes  on  the  19th  instant. — 
“The  currency  of  the  city  and  state  has  been  grow- 
ing more  deranged  for  the  last  few  days.  The  law 
which  compels  the  country  banks  to  redeem  their 
paper  at  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  in  this  city  or  in 
Albany,  does  not  go  into  effect  till  the  first  of  July. 
For  the  time  that  intervenes,  rio  arrangements  for 
a redemption  have  been  made  that  are  at  all  likely 
to  be  permanent.  There  are  some  fears,  also,  that 
the  weaker  banks  will  not  be  able  to  comply  fully 
with  the  law,  for  a time,  at  least.  The  brokers  are 
now  buying  country  notes  (ot  this  state)  at  one 
and  a half  to  two  per  cent,  discount.  The  dis- 
count on  southern  money  has  also  increased, 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  legislature.  A quorum  failed  to  attend  on 
the  12th  instanUto  which  day  the  session  had  ad- 
journed. On  meeting  next  day  there  was  some 
difficulty  to  determine  whether  it  was  the  com- 
mencement of  a new  or  continuance  of  a former 
session.  As  the  per  diem  during  recess  was  involv- 
ed, the  subject  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
accounts. 

On  the  19th  instant,  Air.  Roberts  gave  notice  that 
he  would  shortly  introduce  a bill  for  reconstructing, 
or  apportioning,  the  senatorial  and  representative 
districts  throughout  the  state. 

Mr.  Hegins,  from  the  committee  on  internal  im- 
provements, reported  a bill  appropriating  $'600,000 
to  the  Erie  extension;  $600,000  to  the  North  Branch 
extension;  $60,000  to  the  Wiconisco  feeder;  to- 
gether with  the  aggregate  of  $300,000  for  debts 
due,  and  repairs;  but  nothing  to  the  Union  canal. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Huntingdon,  has  also  a bill  pending 
for  the  payment  of  interest  and  the  completion  ol 
the  main  works  of  the  state. 

In  the  senate  a motion  was  made  to  take  up  the 
bank  reform  bill  of  last  session;  the  motion  was  de- 
cided to  be  out  of  order.  It  is  expected  that  a pro- 
position will  be  made  to  repeal  the  resumption  bill 
of  last  session.  But  without  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  governor  no  such  proposition  can 
receive  the  form  of  law. 

The  bill  to  equalize  the  rates  of  toll  on  the  seve- 
ral portions  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail 
road,  has  passed  a final  reading  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  McElwee,  ol  Bedlord,  is  said  to  intend  con- 
testing the  validity  of  the  recent  election  in  that 
county,  on  the  ground  that  when  the  legislature  ad- 
journed, a motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
he  was  expelled,  remained  undecided. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
will  commence  its  annual  session,  at  Philadelphia, 
on  Thursday,  the  21st  instant. 

The  burning  mountain , at  the  head  of  the  West 
Branch  rail  road,  which  attracted  so  much  attention 
last  year,  is  still  raging,  even  more  furiously  than 
ever.  It  has  burned  out  about  300  yards  from  its 
place  of  starting,  and  as  it  reaches  the  top,  where 
ventilation  is  more  freely  afforded,  it  increases  in 
intensity.  The  water  running  from  the  mine,  is 
very  hot,  and  so  strongly  impregnated  with  alkaline 
substances  as  to  have  eaten  off  all  the  iron  from  the 
rail  road  track.  It  is  well  worth  a visit  from  the 
curious.  [ Miners  ( Penn.)  Journal. 

MARYLAND. 

State  senator.  David  Stewart,  esq.  the  present 
senator  from  the  city  ol  Baltimore,  declines  being  a 
candidate  lor  re-election  in  October  next. 

George  Earnest,  jr.  esq.  has  been  appointed  au- 
ditor of  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors  by  Balti- 
more county  court,  in  tile  place  of  William  Magru- 
der.  esq.  deceased. 

Murder  will  out ! A man  named  Boteler  has  been 
arrested  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  a charge  of 
having  murdered  James  Bridewell,  in  Bladensburg, 
about  fifteen  years  ago.  He  was  an  inmate  of  the 
almshouse  when  arrested.  Dr.  William  Baker, 
who  resided  in  Bladensburg  at  the  time  the  murder 
was  committed,  identified  Boteler,  and  had  him  ar- 
rested to  await  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of 
Maryland,  which  we  understand  has  been  made. 

Canal  celebration.  The  celebration  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Susquehanna  and  Tide  Water  canal 
will  take  place  at  Havredegrace,  on  Wednesday, 
the  27th  inst.  about  noon. 

Tyson's  mill  destroyed.  The  valuable  flouring 
mills  of  Mr.  Nathan  Tyson,  situated  on  Jones’Falls, 
about  thfee  miles  from  the  city,  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  with  nearly  their  whole  contents,  on  Sunday 
morning. 

Council  of  Catholic  bishops.  The  “fourth  provin- 
cial council”  of  the  Catholic  church  is  now  holding 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

The  Methodist  general  conference  is  also  in  session 
in  this  city. 

The  Laughlin  fund..  John  V.  L.  McMahon,  esq. 
president  ol  the  whig  convention  at  Baltimore,  cor- 
rects a statement  now  circulating  in  the  newspapers, 
that  the  contributions  to  the  widow  Laughlin  amount 
to  $10,000.  He  has  received  on  her  account  only 
$2,430  12|.  Some  additional  sums  have  been  sub- 
scribed, but  not  yet  collected  or  reported  to  Mr. 
McMahon. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia  revolutionary  claims , bounty  lands  and 
commutation  pay.  We  are  indebted  to  the  hon.  H. 
Hall,  M.  C.  for  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  revolutionary  claims  upon  the  above  sub- 
ject, to  which  is  appended  the  “views  of  the  mino- 
rity  of  said  committee”— comprising  altogether  a 
document  of  135  pages,  and  is  apparently  a full 
history  of  the  matter. 


Election  returns.  The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the 
12th  inst.  gives  as  the  result  of  the  recent  election 
the  following  summary:  Senate  divided  16  and  16. 

In  the  house  of  delegates:  79  democrats,  2 imprac- 
ticable whigs,  1 in  Frederick,  with  a double  return, 
making  in  all  82;  84  whigs — and  Caroline  1,  Spott- 
sylvania  l,and  Buckingham  2 — contested — besides 
Nottoway,  Louisia,  & c.  Upon  the  issue  of  these 
contested  elections,  may  depend  the  actual  majori- 
ty in  the  next  general  assembly. 

It  is  said  that  the  contested  election  in  Frederick 
county  between  Byrd  and  Gather,  it  is  agreed  be- 
tween them  shall  be  decided  by  the  people  at  the 
election  in  November. 

Bank  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Dabney,  the  late  teller, 
having  returned  and  delivered  himself  up  to  the 
authorities,  has  been  admitted  as  a witness  on  be- 
half of  the  state  in  the  trial  of  Green,  which  is  yet 
pending.  A deep  interest  is  taken  in  the  affair  by 
the  community.  The  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  executive  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  Virginia,  will  probably  be  able  to  report 
during  the  week. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Presidential.  A meeting  of  the  friends  of  Harri- 
son and  Tyler  was  held  in  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  on 
Thursday  evening  last.  The  object  of  the  call  was 
to  appoint  delegates  to  the  young  men’s  convention 
of  tiie  4th  May.  The  meeting  organized  by  the 
appointment  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Wm.  Read,  as 
chairman;  and  was  addressed,  in  succession,  by 
James  L.  Petigru,  E.  S.  Thomas,  Hugh  S.  Legare, 
and  Geo.  S.  Bryan,  esqrs.  The  resolutions  offered 
by  Mr.  Petigru,  for  appointing  delegates  to  the 
great  convention  of  the  people  were  adopted,  and 
the  delegates  appointed.  The  Charleston  Courier, 
a Van  Buren  paper,  remarks  of  this  Harrison  meet- 
ing, that  it  was  “large,  respectable,  and  orderly;” 
and  that  “much  enthusiasm  appeared  to  exist  among 
the  friends  of  the  general. 

GEORGIA. 

A large  Harrison  meeting  was  held  at  Savannah, 
on  the  6th  inst.  at  which  the  hon.  John  M.  Berrien 
presided.  Addresses  were  delivered  on  the  occa- 
sion by  the  chairman,  George  B.  Cumming,  esq. 
and  judge  Law. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Horrible  storm!  Natchez  in  ruins!!  Our  devoted 
city  is  in  ruins,  and  we  have  not  a heart  of  stone  to 
detail  while  the  dead  remain  unburied,  and  the 
wounded  groan  for  help.  Yesterday,  at  1 o’clock, 
while  all  was  peace,  and  most  of  our  population 
were  at  the  dining  table,  a storm  burst  upon  our 
city,  and  raged  for  half  an  hour  with  the  most  de- 
structive and  dreadful  power.  We  look  around  and 
see  Natchez,  yesterday  lovely  and  cheerful  Natchez, 
in  ruins,  and  hundreds  of  our  citizens  without  a 
shelter  or  a pillow.  Genius  cannot  imagine,  poet- 
ry itself  cannot  fill  up  a picture  that  would  match 
the  ruin  and  distress  that  every  where  meets  the 
eye. 

’Twas  the  voice  of  the  Almighty  that  spoke,  and 
prudence  should  dictate  reverence  rather  than  exe- 
cration. All  have  suffered,  and  all  should  display 
file  feelings  of  humanity  and  the  benevolence  of  re- 
ligion! 

“Under  the  Hill”  presents  a scene  of  desolation 
and  ruin  which  sickens  the  heart  and  beggars  de- 
scription— all,  all,  is  swept  away,  and  beneath  the 
ruins  still  lay  crushed  the  bodies  of  many  strangers. 
It  would  fill  volumes  to  depict  the  many  escapes 
and  heart-rending  scenes;  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing was  the  rescue  of  Mrs.  Alexander  from  the 
ruins  of  the  steamboat  hotel;  she  was  found  greatly 
injured,  with  the  two  children  in  her  arms,  and  they 
both  dead! 

The  destruction  of  flat  boats  is  immense;  at  least 
sixty  were  tossed  for  a moment  on  a raging  river 
and  then  sunk,  drowning  most  of  their  crews.  The 
best  informed  produce  dealers  estimate  the  num- 
ber of  lives  lost  by  the  sinking  of  flat  boats  at  two 
hundred!  No  calculation  can  be  made  of  the 
amount  of  money  and  produce  swallowed  up  by  the 
river.  The  steamboat  Hinds,  with  most  of  her  crew 
went  to  the  bottom,  and  the  Parie,  from  St.  Louis, 
was  so  much  wrecked  as  to  be  unfit  for  use.  The 
steamer  St.  Lawrence  at  the  upper  cotton  press  is  a 
total  wreck. 

There  is  no  telling  how  wide  spread  has  been  the 
ruin.  Reports  have  come  in  from  plantations  twen- 
ty miles  distant  in  Louisiana,  and  the  rage  of  the 
tempest  was  terrible.  Hundreds  of  negroes  killed, 
dwellings  swept  like  chaff  from  their  foundations, 
the  forest  uprooted,  and  the  crops  beaten  down  and 
destroyed.  Never,  never,  never,  was  there  such 
desolation  and  ruin. 

We  cannot  even  attempt  a description  of  the  man- 
gled condition  of  Natchez.  Hundredsof  housesyes- 
terdayon  firm  foundations  and  the  abode  ofcomtort 
and  beauty,  now  choke  up  our  streets  with  mingled 
materials,  in  a state  of  utter  destruction. 


We  can  do  nothing  to-day  but  bury  the  dead  and 
bind  up  the  wounds  of  those  yet  struggling  for  life. 
A list  of  the  dead  and  wounded  will  be  given  so 
soon  as  we  can  procure  it,  complete. 

The  court  house  at  Vidalia,  parish  Concordia,  is 
low  with  the  earth,  and  the  jail  next  to  it  badly 
shattered.  It  is  painful  to  report  the  death  of  judn-e 
Keeton,  who  w'as  dug  from  the  ruins  of  the  court 
house  horribly  mangled;  he  was  the  only  person  in 
the  building  at  the  time. 

The  sheriff'  of  Adams  county  and  the  marshals 
for  this  district,  have  suspended  all  business  for  the 
present. 

If  ever  a community  deserved  the  sympathy  of 
the  country,  ar.d  the  bounty  of  the  government,  it 
is  desolated,  ruined  Natchez. 

The  condition  of  our  office  will  prevent  the  issu- 
ing of  another  paper  until  next  Monday  or  Tues- 
day. [Natchez  Courier  of  May  8. 

Awful  visitation  of  Providence.  About  1 o’clock  on 
Thursday,  the  7th  instant,  the  attention  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Natchez  was  attracted  by  an  unusual  roar- 
ing of  thunder  to  the  southward,  at  which  point 
hung  masses  of  black  clouds,  some  of  them  station- 
ary, and  others  whirling  along  with  under  currents, 
but  all  driving  a little  east  of  north.  As  there  was 
evidently  much  lightning,  the  continual  roar  of 
growling  thunder,  although  noticed  aud  spoken  of 
by  many,  created  no  particular  alarm. 

The  dinner  bells  in  the  large  hotels  had  rung,  a 
little  before  two  o’clock,  and  most  of  our  citizens 
were  sitting  at  their  tables,  when,  suddenly  the  at- 
mosphere was  darkened,  so  as  to  require  the  light- 
ing of  candles;  and,  in  a few  moments  afterwards, 
the  rain  was  precipitated  in  tremendous  cataracts, 
rather  than  in  drops.  In  another  moment  the  tor- 
nado, in  all  its  wrath,  was  upon  us.  The  strongest 
buildings  shook  as  if  tossed  with  an  earthquake; 
the  air  was  black  with  whirling  eddies  of  house 
walls,  roofs,  chimnies,  huge  timbers  torn  from  dis- 
tant ruins,  all  shot  through  the  air  as  if  thrown 
from  a mighty  catapult.  The  atmosphere  soon  be- 
came lighter,  and  then  such  an  awful  scene  of  ruin 
as  perhaps  never  before  met  the  eye  of  man  became 
manifest.  The  greater  part  of  the  ruin  was  effect- 
ed in  the  short  space  of  from  three  to  five  minutes, 
although  the  heavy  sweeping  tornado  lasted  nearly 
half  an  hour.  For  about  5 minutes  it  was  more  like 
the  explosive  force  of  gunpowder  than  any  thing 
else  it  could  have  been  compared  to.  Hundreds  of 
rooms  were  burst  open  as  sudden  as  if  barrels  of 
gunpowder  had  been  ignited  in  each. 

As  far  as  glasses  or  the  naked  eye  can  reach,  the 
first  traces  of  the  tornado  are  to  be  seen  from  the 
Natchez  bluff  down  the  river  about  ten  miles,  bear- 
ing considerable  west  of  south.  Sweeping  across 
the  Natchez  island  it  crossed  the  point  below  the 
plantation  of  David  Barland,  esq.  opposite  the  plan- 
tations of  P.  M.  Lapice,  esq.  in  the  parish  of  Con- 
cordia. It  then  struck  the  Natchez  bluff  about  a 
mile  and  a half  below  the  city,  near  the  mansion 
called  the  “Briers,”  which  it  but  slightly  injured, 
but  swept  the  mansion  late  of  Charles  B.  Greene, 
esq.  called  the  “Bellevue,”  and  the  ancient  forest  in 
which  it  was  embosomed  into  a mass  of  ruins. 

It  then  struck  the  city  through  its  whole  width 
of  one  mile  and  included  the  entire  river  and  the 
village  of  Yidalia  on  the  Louisiana  shore — making 
the  path  of  the  tornado  more  than  two  milts  in 
width.  At  the  Natchez  landing  on  the  river  the 
ruin  of  dwellings,  stores,  steamboats,  flat  boats, 
was  almost  entire  from  the  Vidalia  ferry  to  the 
Mississippi  cotton  press.  A few  torn  fragments  of 
dwellings  still  remain,  but  they  can  scarcely  be  call- 
ed shelters. 

In  the  upper  city,  or  Natchez  on  the  hill,  scarce- 
ly a house  escaped  damage  or  utter  ruin.  The 
Presbyterian  and  Methodist  churches  have  their 
towers  thrown  down,  their  roofs  broken  and  walla 
shattered.  The  Episcopal  church  is  much  injured 
in  its  roof.  Parker’s  geat  southern  exchange  is 
level  with  the  dust.  Great  damage  has  been  done 
to  the  city  hotel  and  the  Mansion  house,  both  being 
unroofed,  and  the  upper  stories  broken  in.  The 
house  of  sheritf  Izod  has  not  a timber  standing, 
and  hundreds  of  other  dwellings  are  nearly  in  the 
same  situation.  The  court  house  at  Yidalia,  pa- 
rish of  Concordia,  is  utterly  torn  down,  also  the 
dwelling  houses  of  Dr.  McWhorter  and  of  Messrs. 
Dunlap  and  Stacey,  esqs.  The  parish  jail  is  partly 
torn  down. 

But  now  the  worst  remains  to  be  told.  Parish 
judge  Keeton,  of  Concordia,  was  instanly  killed 
while  at  dinner  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Stacey.  He 
was  a noble  and  esteemed  man.  No  other  person 
was  killed  in  Vidalia  although  some  others  were 
hurt.  At  the  Natchez  landing,  out  of  fifty  or  sixty 
flat  boats  only  six  are  now  afloat.  Those  best  ac- 
quainted suppose  as  many  as  one  hundred  flat  boat 
men  were  drowned  in  the  river,  which  swelled  in- 
stantly to  the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet. 
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The  steamboats  Hinds,  Prairie  and  the  St.  Law- 
rence were  destroyed  and  sunk  at  the  landing,  and 
the  Yidalia  ferry  boat  on  the  river — more  or  less 
persons  being  lost  in  the  two  first  named  boats. 

From  the  ruins  of  the  steamboat  hotel,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, the  landlord,  his  lady  and  bar  keeper,  were 
dug  out  alive,  as  also  Timothy  Flint,  the  historian 
and  geographer,  and  his  sou,  from  Natchitoches, 
La.  besides  Dr.  Taliofero  and  many  others.  Mrs. 
Alexander  is  considered  dangerously  injured.  Two 
of  her  children  were  killed  in  her  arms.  As  many 
as  nine  dead  bodies  have  been  dug  Irom  the  steam- 
boat hotel. 

The  number  of  burials  which  have  taken  place 
to-day  is  about  fifty,  and  many  are  still  in  a dan- 
gerous and  dying  condition. 

As  soon  as  possible  we  shall  publish  a list  of  the 
names  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  those  missing 
whose  bodies  have  not  been  found. 

Meanwhile  we  beg  the  indulgence  of  our  kind 
friends  and  patrons  for  a few  days,  in  which  time 
we  shall  be  able  to  get  our  office  in  some  order. 
The  Free  Trader  office  building  has  been  crushed 
in  and  much  shattered.  We  are  all  in  confusion, 
and  surrounded  by  the  destitute,  the  houseless,  the 
wounded  and  the  dying.  Our  beautiful  city  is  shat- 
tered as  if  it  had  been  stormed  by  all  the  cannor.  of 
Austerlitz.  Our  delightful  China  trees  are  all  torn 
up.  We  are  peeled  and  desolated. 

A public  meeting  has  been  held  by  the  citizens  in 
the  court  house  to-day,  at  which  col.  James  C.  Wil- 
kins presided,  and  F.  L.  Claiborne,  esq,  was  secre- 
tary. Addresses  were  delivered  by  J.  M.  Hewitt 
and  J.  M.  Duffield,  esqrs.  and  resolutions  offered  by 
the  latter  gentleman  and  others  appointing  relief 
committees,  ike.  &c. 

The  city  hotel,  through  the  kindness  of  the  pro- 
prietor, Noah  Barlow,  esq.  has  been  thrown  open 
to  the  wounded.  Doctor  Pollard,  with  his  usual 
promptitude,  has  taken  the  Tremont  house  for  an 
additional  hospital,  Stephen  Duncan,  esq.  having 
generously  offered  to  be  responsible  for  the  rent. 

The  neighboring  planters  are  generously  send- 
ing in  large  gangs  of  slaves  to  assist  in  clearing 
the  streets  and  digging  the  dead  from  the  ruins. 

M.  Ruffinerand  S.  J.  Boyd,  esqrs.  have  been  at 
the  trouble  to  go  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  city, 
and  make  a practical  and  careful  estimate  of  the  da- 
mages, which  we  endorse,  as  far  as  our  observation 


extends,  and  present  to  our  readers: 

Houses  and  goods  under  the  hill,  $150,000 

Four  steamboats,  50,000 

Fifty  flat  boats  at  the  landing,  100,000 

Buildings,  &c.  below  Main  and  West  Ca- 
nal street,  25,000 

Below  Main,  west  of  Canal,  south  of 

Franklin  to  Main,  25,000 

Rail  road  depot,  buildings,  &c.  50,000 

Light  house  and  adjoining  building  on 

the  south,  8,000 

Judge  Covington’s  building  and  furni- 
ture, 10,000 

Above  rail  road  and  west  of  Canal  street,  68,000 

North  of  High  stieetand  east  of  Canal 
street,  30,000 

East  of  Rankin,  south  of  Main,  15,000 

Theatre  square,  35,000 

East  of  Rankin  to  limits  south,  22,000 

South  of  Orleans  and  west  of  Rankin,  20,000 

Knight’s  house,  and  square,  10,000 

Parker’s  hotel,  and  square,  70,000 

City  hotel,  Mansion  house,  and  square,  50,000 

Two  squares  north  of  Franklin,  west 

of  Pearl  street,  10,000 

South  of  Franklin,  north  of  Orleans, 

west  of  Pearl,  east  of  Wall  streets,  68,000 

Two  squares  from  High  to  Franklin,  be- 
tween Pearl  and  Commerce  streets,  5,000 

Franklin  to  Orleans,  between  Pearl  and 

Commerce  streets,  60,000 

Commerce  to  Union,  south  of  High,  and 
north  of  Orleans  streets,  224,000 

Union  to  Rankin,  south  of  High,  and 

north  of  Orleans  streets,  155,000 


$1,260,000 

[Natchez  Free  Trader  extra. 

Mississippi  state  credit  is  in  worse  repute  than 
that  of  any  other  in  the  union,  nor  is  it  likely  to 
be  much  better  until  congress  shall  pass  a national 
bankrupt  law,  which  they  can  take  advantage  of. 
The  Natchez  Free  Trader  states  that  there  is  not  a 
dollar  of  par  funds  in  the  state  treasury.  Even  the 
state  printer,  we  learn,  has  refused  to  publish  an 
official  document  unless  good  money  could  be  had 
in  payment,  and  the  depreciation  of  that  paid  for 
taxes",  and  now  in  the  treasury,  is  such  as  to  com- 
pel a sacrifice  of  80  per  cent. 

It  is  stated  that  there  were  about  2,000  cases  on 
the  docket  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the 


southern  district  of  Mississippi,  which  recently 
commenced  its  session  at  Jackson. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Mississippian  that  the  directors 
of  the  Mississippi  Union  bank,  have  passed  a re- 
solution, requesting  a meeting  of  the  stockholders 
at  Jackson,  on  the  25th  of  May  next,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  “cancelling  the  state  bonds,  and  surrender- 
ing up  the  charter.” 

Brandon  bank. — The  Vicksburg  Sentinel  says 
that  William  H.  Shelton,  president  of  the  Brandon 
bank,  and  S.  M.  Pucket  and  Richard  Hobson,  di- 
rectors of  that  institution,  have  left  Mississippi  for 
Texas.  They  took  with  them  300  negroes.  Shel- 
ton armed  fifty  of  his  negroes,  and  procured  ten 
armed  white  men  to  enable  them  to  force  their  way 
out  of  the  state.  The  others  withdrew  in  the  night. 
The  marshal  went  in  pursuit,  but  could  not  over- 
take them. 

Public  sales. — The  Natchez  Free  Trader  says: — 
“In  this  county  property  was  offered  for  sale  by  the 
sheriff  without  a bid  being  made.  In  Jefferson  the 
citizens  present  resolved  not  to  bid  unless  two-thirds 
of  the  estimated  value  was  offered.  In  Hinds, 
Holmes,  and  several  other  counties,  a similar  course 
has  been  adopted.  In  Yazoo  we  are  told  property 
was  struck  off  to  irresponsible  men,  and  again  put 
up  with  like  result,  until  the  expiration  of  the  time 
the  sales  were  advertised  to  take  place.” 

ARKANSAS. 

Little  Rock  newspapers  have  been  received  atN. 
Orleans,  by  way  of  the  river,  to  the  4th  instant. — 
The  Arkansas  river  was  higher  than  it  had  been  for 
many  years.  Not  a day  had  passed  for  two  weeks 
without  rain.  The  Times  says  all  creeks  in  the 
vicinity  are  converted  into  formidable  rivers,  and 
the  river  itself  is  swollen  to  a vast  ocean,  having 
overflowed  its  banks  six  miles  below,  and  com- 
pletely inundated  the  surrounding  country,  threa- 
tening much  damage  on  the  bottom  lands.  Michael 
J.  Stock,  late  co-editor  of  the  Times,  was  drowned 
on  the  2d,  while  generously  essaying  to  help  a friend 
across  Town  Branch. 

The  report  continues  of  high  water  above  in  all 
the  streams.  About  Lake  Providence,  many  of  the 
plantations  are  said  to  be  overflowed. 

TENNESSEE. 

Gov.  Carroll,  who  withdrew  his  name  from  the 
administration  electoral  ticket  of  Tennessee,  has 
been  renominated  upon  that  ticket  by  a convention 
of  his  congressional  district. 

OHIO. 

Loan  negociated.  The  St.  Clairsville  Gazette 
announced  the  return  of  governor  Shannon,  from 
New  York,  where  he  had  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
loan  for  $400,000  on  the  most  moderate  terms,  to 
pay  the  contractors  on  the  public  works  in  the  state 
of  Ohio. 

Canal.  The  commissioners  say  that  the  Lake 
Erie  and  Wabash  canal  will  be  completed  by  the 
10th  of  August.  It  is  now  finished  from  Toledo, 
thirty-five  miles  west.  That  part  belonging  to  In- 
diana, is  all  completed.  Distance  of  the  whole 
canal  220  miles. 

INDIANA. 

Political  movements.  The  hon.  Edward  A.  Hane- 
gan  has  been  nominated  by  a large  district  conven- 
tion, held  at  Delphi  on  the  18th  d It.  as  the  democratic 
candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  will  be  occa- 
casioned  by  the  resignation  of  gen.  Howard,  who  is 
a candidate  for  the  office  of  governor.  Mr.  Hanegan 
has  heretofore  served  in  congress,  and  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  the  fearlessness  and  ability 
with  which  he  discharged  his  duties. 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  15th  instant  says: 
Onr  Indiana  friends  are  making  magnificent  prepa- 
rations for  the  approaching  celebration  upon  the 
Tippecanoe  battle  ground.  Nearly  all  of  general 
Harrison’s  old  soldiers  will  be  there.  It  will  be  a 
touching  and  sublime  spectacle  to  behold  the  sacred 
and  venerable  warriors  marching  with  feeble  steps 
and  tear  dimmed  eyes  upon  the'field  of  their  early 
fame. 

Let  every  Tippecanoe  soldier,  who  designs  to  at- 
tend the  celebration,  carry  with  him  the  musket 
that  he  used  in  the  day  of  peril  and  glory.  What 
heart  will  not  thrill  at  the  sound  of  those  old  fire 
arras  ringing  again  as  of  yore  over  the  battle-field? 

The  Lalayette  Free  Press  says,  that  the  citizens 
of  that  place  are  constructing  a tent  three-fourths 
of  a mile  long,  for  the  accommodation  of  30,000 
delegates;  that  a large  grazing  farm  of  300  acres  has 
been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  horses  and  teams  of  visiters; 
and  that  for  the  last  four  weeks  the  ladies  of  Indi- 
anapolis, Crawfordsville,  &c.  have  been  busily  en- 
gaged in  making  silk  banners  for  the  different 
processions. 

MISSOURI. 

Explosion.  On  Sunday  evening  the  10th  inst. 
fire  was  communicated,  it  is  supposed  by  an  incen- 


diary, to  a quantity  of  prepared  ammunition,  con- 
sisting of  about  100,000  cartridges,  in  an  out  build- 
ing of  the  U.  S.  arsenal  about  two  miles  below 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  and  an  explosion  took  place  by 
which  the  building  and  all  its  contents  were  de- 
stroyed. The  loss  is  estimated  at  about  $10,000. 
No  lives  were  destroyed. 

American  copper.  Another  consignment  of  Ame- 
rican copper  Irom  Missouri  will  be  landed  at 
our  wharves  to-day.  We  learn  that  the  experience 
of  the  manufacturers  in  smelting  has  enabled  them 
to  turn  out  a better  article  than  w'as  at  first  pro- 
duced by  them  [AYw  York  paper. 

Party  movement.  At  St.  Louis,  (Missouri),  on 
the  5th  instant,  there  was  the-greatest  gathering  of 
the  people  ever  known  in  that  country,  from  all 
parts  of  the  state  as  well  as  the  city  and  county  of 
St.  Louis,  to  manifest  their  preference  for  gen  Har- 
rison in  the  canvass  for  the  presidency.  Prepara- 
tions had  been  made  for  the  reception  and  enter- 
tainment of  the  company,  by  the  proper  committees, 
at  Mrs.  Ashley’s  residence.  The  extensive  park 
was  so  arranged  as  to  accommodate  the  throng  of 
persons  who  were  expected,  and  seats  were  erected 
for  the  officers  of  the  day,  for  the  speakers,  and  for 
the  ladies.  There  was  a procession,  music,  public 
addresses,  an  abundant  collation,  the  occasion  being 
graced  also  by  the  presence  of  many  ladies.  The 
number  of  persons  present  was  computed  at  eight 
thousand. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  board  of  internal  improvement  of  Michigan 
are  proceeding  in  the  construction  of  the  Clinton 
and  Kalamazoo  canal  with  all  possible  dispatch; 
nearly  six  hundred  men  are  now  employed  on  that 
work. 

IOWA. 

Expedition  to  Iowa.  A number  of  persons — from 
100  to  200 — of  this  city  and  neighborhood,  are 
about  forming  a colony  in  a remote  part  of  Iowa 
territory.  A portion  of  them  left,  by  the  canal,  on 
Friday  last,  others  will  follow  in  May,  others  in 
June,  and  the  remainder  in  the  fall.  The  whole 
are  leagued  together  for  mutual  assistance  and  de- 
fence, and  a part  are  banded  for  manufacturing  pur- 
pose— though  nothing  like  a community  is  contem- 
plated. The  settlement  is  proposed  to  be  made 
near  the  centre  of  what  will  probably  be  the  capi- 
tal of  Iowa,  at  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Des 
Moines  river.  [ Chilicothe  Ohio  Gazette. 

NATIONAL  DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Fellow  citizens:  The  convention  of  delegates 
representing  the  democracy  of  the  United  Stales, 
having  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  the 
present  chief  magistrate  as  a candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion, deem  it  proper  and  respectful  to  the  people, 
clearly  and  distinctly  to  state  the  principles  on  which 
the  administration  of  the  government,  under  his  di- 
rection, has  been  conducted,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  maintained,  as  furnishing  the 
clearest  evidence  of  what  will  be  his  future  course, 
if  sustained  by  the  suffrages  of  those  who  believe 
them  the  only  sure  foundation  of  their  freedom, 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

These  principles  have  never  changed,  and  can 
never  change.  They  are  coeval  with  the  demo- 
cratic party.  They  constitute  its  existence  and 
identity;  and  no  citizen,  however  eminent  or  illus- 
trious, should  be  considered  worthy  of  its  support, 
whose  invariable  attachment  has  not  been  manifest- 
ed by  a life  of  devotion,  through  every  vicissitude 
of  hope  ami  discouragement,  victory  and  defeat. — 
To  this  test  every  candidate  for  the  support  of  the 
democracy  should  be  brought,  and  by  this  he  should 
be  judged. 

The  most  weighty  and  prominent  of  these  great 
fundamental  principles  are:  that  the  w ill  of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  only  legitimate  source  of  power.  That 
all  power  thus  derived,  is  a trust  to  be  exercised 
only  for  the  public  good.  That  agents  so  entrusted 
with  its  exercise  are  responsible  to  the  people  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties.  That  this 
responsibility  should  be  as  direct  and  immediate  as 
possible.  That  the  due  execution  of  this  1 rust  can 
only  be  secured  by  a general  diffusion  of  the  right 
of  suffrage,  through  the  medium  of  which  alone  the 
people  can  retain  a proper  control  over  their  agents, 
and  by  its  free  exercise,  unawed  by  power,  unin- 
fluenced by  corruption,  by  a sacred  regard  of  the 
representative  to  I lie  instructions  of  his  constituents, 
and  a strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  which, 
while  it  secures  the  rights  of  the  majority,  equally 
defends  and  protects  those  of  the  minority;  and  by 
conforming  on  all  occasions  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  Madison’s  report  on  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws — principles  which  constitute  the  only  safe- 
guards of  personal  rights,  the  only  bulwarks  of  the 
citadel  of  freedom. 
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In  our  foreign  intercourse,  it  has  ever  been  the 
policy  of  the  democratic  party  to  deal  justly  and 
liberally  with  all,  to  form  political  alliances  with 
none,  to  watch  with  sleepless  vigilance  over  the 
national  rights  and  honor,  cherishing  at  the  same 
time,  and  acting  on  the  conviction,  that  they  can  in 
no  way  be  so  effectually  guarded  as  by  invariably 
doing  justice  to  others,  and  as  invariably  demand- 
ing it  lor  ourselves  always  preferring  the  decision 
of  contioversies  by  reason  and  temperate  discussion, 
and  never  to  shrink  from  an  appeal  to  the  last  re- 
sort of  nations,  when  it  becomes  indispensable  by 
the  fault  of  our  adversary. 

The  democratic  party  has  always  cherished  the 
maxim,  and  acted  upon  the  principle,  that  no  more 
money  shall  be  collected  from  the  people  than  is 
strictly  required  by  the  wants  of  the  government, 
and  a restriction  of  these  to  a simple  economical 
administration  of  its  affairs — the  only  policy  con- 
sistent with  the  purityrof  our  republican  system. 

The  democratic  party  has  always,  from  first  to 
last,  arrayed  itself  in  stern  and  inflexible  opposition 
to  a national  debt,  incurred  for  any  other  purpose 
than  the  immediate  defence  of  the  honor  and  inte- 
rest of  the  country,  as  furnishing  the  ready  means 
for  extravagant  prodigality,  forming  the  basis  of  a 
great  paper  credit  system,  and  imposing  burdens  on 
posterity,  as  a penalty  for  the  prodigality  of  their 
ancestors.  In  opposition,  “unqualified  and  uncom- 
promising,” to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 
as  aiike  unconstitutional,  inexpedient  and  dangerous 
to  public  liberty;  and  as  the  antagonist  of  this  gi- 
gantic instrument  of  corruption,  whose  power  to 
confer  benefits  bears  no  proportion  to  its  means  of 
indicting  injuries,  it  advocates  a separation  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  government  from  the  fluctuations 
of  the  banking  system,  as  equally  indispensable  to 
the  independence  of  the  government,  the  safety  of 
the  public  funds,  and  the  maintenance  of  a sound 
and  stable  currency'. 

The  democratic  party  is  in  favor  of  a faithful  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  adopted  and  carried  into 
successful  operation  by  the  illustrious  Jackson,  in 
regard  to  unconstitutional  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  instrumentality  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. 

The  democratic  party  has,  through  all  the  vicis- 
situdes of  alternate  victory  and  defeat,  of  depression 
and  exaltation,  cherished  a deep,  abiding  and  undy- 
ing attachment  to  our  glorious  union.  It  has,  on 
all  occasions,  exhibited  a determination  to  main- 
tain, with  inviolable  faith  those  great  compromises 
of  interest  on  which  it  is  foundeo,  and  by  stern  ad- 
herence to  which  the  proud  edifice  can  alone  with- 
stand those  influences  which  have  heretofore  proved 
fatal  to  confederated  states. 

Such  are  the  great  fundamental  principles  which 
constitute  the  political  creed  of  the  democratic  party. 
Has  the  eminent  citizen  we  now  present  a second 
time  for  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  faithfully  ad- 
hered to  them  in  his  political  career,  and  in  his  past 
administration  of  the  government?  Has  he  fulfilled 
the  anticipations  of  his  supporters,  and  redeemed 
the  sanctity  of  his  pledges?  The  most  conclusive 
reply  to  these  questions,  is  a reference  to  the  course 
of  Ins  adversaries. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  clamors  and  calumnies  of 
the  last  three  years,  an  opposition  more  violent,  in- 
quisitive and  indefatigable  than  any  faction,  or  com- 
bination of  factions,  to  which  avarice  and  am- 
bition ever  gave  birth,  has  never  been  able  to 
fasten  upon  him  a solitary  act,  or  a single  senti- 
ment, incompatible  with  his  previous  declarations, 
or  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  democratic 
party,  by  which  he  was  elected.  So  close  has  been 
iiis  adherence  to  the  doctrines  of  its  great  ex- 
pounder, the  venerated  Jefferson,  and  so  invariably 
has  he  carried  them  out  in  practice,  that  every  act 
of  his  administration  has  only  added  new  virulence 
to  the  attacks  of  that  parly  whose  opposition 
has  always . been  most  bitter  when  those  doctrines 
were  most  decisively  carried  out  in  practice. 

We  appeal  to  the  messages  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as 
undeniable  proofs  of  his  devotion  to  these  princi- 
ples, and  to  the  acts  of  his  administration  as  furnish- 
ing demonstration  of  the  sincerity  with  which  he 
avowed  them.  We  appeal  to  the  daily  and  hourly 
aggravation  of  the  opposition  he  has  encountered 
from  that  party  which  has  always  been  opposed  to 
those  principles,  as  the  clearest  testimony  of  his 
having  manfully  and  fearlessly  taken  the  old  repub- 
lican track  under  circumstances  the  most  discou- 
raging and  embarrassing,  and  pursued  it  with  an 
intrepid  perseverance,  through  sunshine  and  through 
storm,  though  sometimes  appearing  to  stand  almost 
alone  and  unsupported,  except  by  the  conscious- 
ness of  the  truth  and  righteousness  of  his  cause,  and 
the  unshaken  fidelity  of  his  devotion. 

If  the  policy  of  the  democratic  party  is  not  yet 
consummated,  it  has  not  been  owing  to  any  want  of 
eliort  on  his  part,  but  to  the  pecuniary  opposition  I 


of  a combination  of  factions,  having  no  one  interest 
or  principle  in  common,  but  a hatred  of  the  demo- 
cracy and  a hankering  for  the  restoration  of  that  as- 
cendency which  they  lost  by  abuse  and  perversion. 
If  other  evidence  were  required  to  prove  that  he 
had  struck  the  true  chord  of  democracy,  it  is  abun- 
dantly to  be  found  in  the  character  and  materials  of 
the  opposition  which  his  administration  has  called 
forth,  and  which  is  identified  in  its  sources,  its 
means  and  its  ends,  with  that  which  assailed  Mr. 
Jefferson  throughout  his  illustrious  career,  which 
pursued  general  Jackson  in  public  life,  and  still  vio- 
lates the  sanctity  of  his  retirement  with  unmitigated 
reproaches  and  unrelenting  persecution.  A brief 
summary  of  the  acts  of  Ins  administration  will  fur- 
nish the  best  illustration  of  his  devotion  to  those 
great  principles  we  have  previously  enumerated  as 
the  basis  of  democracy. 

Notwithstanding  the  eminent  skill  with  which 
our  foreign  affairs  were  managed  by' general  Jack- 
son  throughout  his  administration,  great  embarrass- 
ments remained  to  be  encountered  by  his  successor. 
Having  succeeded  in  obtaining  indemnity  from  Eu- 
ropean powers  for  the  long  arrearages  of  injuries 
we  had  suffered  during  the  sanguinary  conflicts  that 
succeeded  the  American  revolution,  he  turned  to- 
wards the  close  of  his  second  term,  his  attention  to 
the  just  demands  of  our  citizens  against  the  repub- 
lics of  this  continent.  Beginning  with  Mexico,  he 
pressed  upon  her,  with  his  wonted  energy  and  firm- 
ness the  prompt  arrangement  of  our  claims,  daily  in- 
creasing in  numbers,  and  some  of  them  having  their 
origin  in  those  first  and  early  movements  in  the 
Spanish  American  states,  which  resulted  in  their 
complete  emancipation  and  independence.  Al- 
though partially  supported  by  congress,  they  did 
not  see  fit  to  sustain  him  in  the  recommendation 
made,  at  a critical  moment,  to  enforce  by  compe- 
tent means,  an  immediate  adjustment  upon  the  dila- 
tory rulers  who  governed  Mexico  in  rapid  succes- 
sion. The  discussions  between  the  two  countries 
became  more  recriminatory  and  acrimonious;  and 
at  last,  at  the  moment  of  his  departure  from  the 
head  of  the  government,  the  lecognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas,  added  to  the  previous  inter- 
ruption of  diplomatic  intercourse,  had  produced  a 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  people 
of  Mexico  so  embittered,  as  seemingly  to  render 
hostilities  almost  inevitable. 

In  the  midst  of  these  difficulties,  attended,  as  they 
were,  by  the  wide  spread  domestic  embarrassments 
which  a disordered  currency  had  produced,  the  dis- 
turbances in  Canada  occurred,  to  awaken  the  atten- 
tion of  our  people,  and  trv  the  firmness  of  the  exe- 
cutive. A civil  war  raged  in  a neighboring  country'; 
the  population  on  each  side  of  the  boundary  was 
dangerously  excited;  angry  collisions,  constantly 
anticipated,  and  more  than  once  occurring,  were 
readily  imputed  to  a want  of  good  faith,  or  settled 
purposes  of  hostility;  and  a rare  union  of  prudence 
and  firmness,  forbearance  and  resolution,  was  re- 
quired to  prevent  those  consequences  which,  in 
every  aspect,  breatened  a fierce  and  prolonged 
war.  While  yet  this  storm  of  passions  on  the  northern 
frontier  remained  unsubdued,  the  occurrences  on 
the  boundary  of  Maine  suddenly  arose,  and  seemed 
to  render  the  policy  of  the  administration  still  more 
difficult,  and  to  destroy  every  hope  of  preserving 
unbroken  tranquillity.  Let  the  history  of  the  dan- 
gers thus  springing  up  from  the  moment  Mr.  Van 
Buren  entered  upon  the  executive  office — the  mea- 
sures which,  for  three  years,  he  has  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  them — the  able  correspondence  in  which  he 
has  maintained,  with  unflinching  firmness,  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States — let  these 
speak  the  merit  of  his  administration  of  our  foreign 
affairs.  The  wearied  patience  of  the  honest  claim- 
ants against  Mexico  is  at  length  rewarded,  by'  the 
appointment  of  a just  tribunal  for  the  settlement  of 
their  claims,  and  a stipulated  mode  of  paying  them. 
The  Canadian  border  is  once  more  the  scene  of  ac- 
tive and  peaceful  industry;  passion  has  been  sub- 
dued by  reason  and  reflection;  and  every  thing  as- 
sures us,  that  however  strong  our  sympathies  may 
be  with  the  progress  of  social  and  political  improve- 
ment, they  will  not  be  indulged  at  the  expense  of 
international  rights.  Maine,  whose  long  suffering 
patience  properly  demanded  the  prompt  decision  of 
the  pending  question,  reposes  with  confidence  in 
the  general  administration  to  obtain  that  end,  and 
feels  satisfied  that  it  will  sustain,  with  unchanging 
resolution,  her  territorial  claims. 

Who  of  the  opponents  of  Mf.  Van  Buren,  will 
venture  to  assert  that,  in  producing  these  remarka- 
ble results,  he  has  for  one  moment  forgotten  the 
rights  or  interests  of  his  country;  that  its  good 
faith  has  been  in  the  slightest  particular  impaired; 
or  that  a breath  of  suspicion  has  obscured  its  honor? 
In  all  his  proceedings,  amid  the  varying  aspects  of 
these  treatening  incidents,  there  has  been,  through- 
out every  section  of  our  common  country,  a uni- 


formity and  consistency  of  sentiment,  certainly 
without  a parallel  in  the  history  of  our  political 
parties.  Under  no  administration — that  of  Wash- 
ington himself  not  excepted — has  there  been  so  ge- 
neral an  approbation  expressed,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  the  manner  in  which  our  foreign  rela- 
tions have  been  conducted.  The  legislative  leaders 
of  our  political  opponents  have  given  their  sanc- 
tion in  the  most  imposing  of  all  forms,  to  the  wis- 
dom, patriotism  and  honor  by  which  it  has  been 
distinguished.  Almost  without  discussion  or  dis- 
sent from  any  quarter,  the  legislature  entrusted  to 
his  discretion  the  power  of  peace  and  war;  the  purse 
and  the  sword  were  deliberately  placed  in  his  hands 
by  those  who  have  been,  and  yet  occasionally  are, 
accusing  him  of  desire  unconstitutionally  to  snatch 
them  from  legislative  control.  In  the  recklessness 
and  injustice  of  their  party  struggles,  they  assail 
the  character  and  impeach  the  motives  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren;  in  the  hour  of  peril,  when  the  truth  must 
control,  they  evince  an  unbounded  confidence  equal- 
ly in  his  wisdom  and  his  integrity.  How  that  con- 
fidence has  been  justified  let  the  event  declare. 
Not  a farthing  of  the  appropriated  treasure  has  been 
expended;  not  an  atom  of  the  power  so  lavishly 
granted  has  been  wielded;  without  resort  to  either, 
all  the  brilliant  results  to  which  we  have  alluded 
have  been  successfully  attained. 

Nor  let  us  forget  that  while  these  great  and  ab- 
sorbing questions  of  foreign  policy  were  depending, 
all  the  other  duties  connected  with  our  foreign  in- 
tercourse were  successfully  performed.  Indemni- 
ties have  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  from 
Mexico,  Texas,  Great  Britain  and  Holland;  advan- 
tageous commercial  treaties  have  been  completed 
with  the  Peru  Bolivian  confederation,  and  with 
Holland,  Greece  and  Sardinia;  and  have  been  agreed 
upon  with  Ecuador  and  Belgium;  and  our  national 
character,  and  the  principles  of  maratime  law, 
which  we  have  alw'ays  maintained,  have  been  re- 
cognised and  respected  by  France,  in  her  recent 
contest  with  Mexico,  and  in  that  which  she  yet 
maintains  with  the  Argentine  republic. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  administration  in 
1837,  Mr.  Van  Buren  found  the  country  excited  by 
the  redundancy  of  paper  money,  which  had  pro- 
duced a mania  of  speculation  and  overtrading,  and 
a consequent  delusive  show  of  prosperity,  which 
had  no  other  basis  than  a system  of  credit  without 
bounds  or  limitation.  The  United  States  bank  had, 
during  the  years  1834  and  ’35,  thrown  wide  open 
the  floodgates  of  expansion,  and  either  allured  or 
coerced  the  state  banks  to  follow  its  example.  Un- 
der pretence  of  administering  to  the  immediate 
prosperity  of  the  country,  it  scattered  the  seeds  of 
future  embarrassment  and  ruin.  The  country  sud- 
denly became  bloated  with  an  unwholesome  and 
sickly  expansion,  and  all  men  not  infected  with  the 
madness  of  the  times  predicted  that  this  unnatural 
growth  was  but  the  forerunner  of  incurable  weak- 
ness and  premature  decay. 

The  fulfilment  followed  close  on  the  heels  of  the 
prediction.  That  invariable  and  imperative  law  of 
nature,  which  decrees  that  all  violent  excitements, 
all  over-wrought  efforts,  whether  of  body  or  mind, 
shall  be  speedily  followed  by  sudden  prostration, 
produced  its  inevitable  consequences.  Within  less 
than  three  months  from  the  commencement  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  administration,  and  before  he  had  ad- 
vised or  carried  into  operation  a single  measure  that 
could,  in  the  slightest  degree,  operate  to  produce 
the  catastrophe,  more  than  seven  hundred  banks,  as 
if  by  one  impulse,  violated  their  charters  by  sus- 
pending specie  payments,  ar.d  by  that  means  lock- 
ed up  in  their  vaults,  and  withheld  from  public  uses 
in  a legal  currency,  more  than  twenty-seven  mil- 
lions of  accumulated  revenue,  the  property  of  the 
people. 

The  administration  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  in  strict  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  refused  to  recognise  the  notes  of  these 
suspended  institutions  as  legal  currency,  though  he 
was  menaced,  in  various  quarters  where  the  federal 
opposition  prevailed,  with  coercion,  violence  and 
bloodshed,  urdess  he  violated  his  oath,  and  followed 
the  lead  of  the  banks  in  setting  the  law  at  defiance. 
Fortunately  for  the  cause  of  morality  and  justice, 
the  permanent  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  laws,  Mr.  Van  Buren  resisted  these 
threats  and  disregarded  these  clamors,  although 
state  after  state  whirled  around  on  its  orbit,  and 
deserted  for  the  moment,  the  banner  of  democracy. 
He  reposed  on  “the  sober  second  thought  of  the 
people,”  and  the  event  justified  his  reliance  on  their 
intelligence  and  integrity. 

He  remained  at  the  helm,  steadily  steering  his 
course  by  the  polar  star  of  public  faith  and  national 
honor.  The  result  was  such  as  ought  to  fill  with 
honest  exultation  the  bosoms  of  all  who  value  these 
as  the  brightest  jewels  in  the  diadem  of  the  sove- 
reign people.  The  sacred  standard  of  value,  which 
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is  only  of  secondary  importance  to  the  standard  of 
morality,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  great  conserva- 
tors of  human  integrity,  was  preserved  inviolate  by 
the  government,  while  every  where  else  trodden  un- 
der foot.  The  credit  of  the  United  States  escaped 
the  general  wreck  of  public  confidence;  and  the  in- 
terest and  principal  of  every  debt  were  paid  in  the 
constitutional  currency,  contemplated  by  the  fathers 
of  the  revolution. 

This  state  of  things  has  ever  since  continued. — 
In  the  midst  of  vast  purchases  of  national  territory, 
removals  of  whole  Indian  nations,  an  expensive 
war  and  projects  equally  expensive,  devised  by 
federal  policy,  to  create  a necessity  for  new  loans, 
or  indirect  taxes,  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  a 
pretext  for  a charge  of  extravagance  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  the  specie  standard  has  still  waved  over 
his  head  throughout  all  these  vicissitudes.  Not  a 
single  addition  has  been  made  to  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  and  not  a single  instance  of  a failure  promptly 
to  meet  every  demand,  public  or  private,  has  occur- 
red. The  faith  of  the  government  has  been  preserv- 
ed inviolate  in  the  midst  of  accumulated  difficulties, 
and  still  triumphs  over  the  reiterated  efforts  of  a 
party,  which  is  every  day  assailing  it  with  unblush- 
ing calumnies  and  factious  opposition. 

That  party,  while  maintaining  its  ascendency  in 
congress,  opposed  every  measure  calculated  to  aid 
the  administration  in  securing  the  public  funds,  by 
creating  new  depositories,  and  enforcing  new  penal- 
ties against  public  defaulters.  It  obstinately  re- 
sisted all  legislation  on  the  subject  endeavored  to 
perplex  and  harass  the  officer  who  presided  over 
the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  country  wilh  vexatious  reso- 
lutions, ex  parte  inquiries,  vindictive  and  ground- 
less charges  and  bitter  denunciations,  which  had  no 
other  object  but  to  aggravate  present  evils,  produce 
additional  confusion,  and  mitigate  the  pangs  of  de- 
feated malignity. 

The  firm  adherence  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  ob- 
ligations of  integrity  and  the  behests  of  the  law,  had 
forced  the  great  mass  of  the  banks  to  resume  specie 
payments.  But  experience  had  failed  to  make  the 
most  of  them  wise,  nor  had  it  corrected  their  innate, 
incurable  propensity  to  sacrifice  future  security  to 
present  gain.  They  played  over  the  same  game; 
the  same  predictions  of  its  ultimate  consequences 
were  renewed,  and  the  same  catastrophe  followed. 
Less  than  two  years  after  the  first  suspension,  a 
second  occurred.  In  both  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  led  the  way — first  by  its  influence,  and  se- 
condly by  its  example.  A few  honorable  excep- 
tions mitigated  the  evil  in  some  degree;  but  the 
measure  and  its  consequences  were  the  same  in 
both  cases,  and  the  people  are  now  suffering  similar 
evils  with  those  that  resulted  from  the  first  suspen- 
sion. 

The  course  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been  the  same 
throughout  all  these  vicissitudes.  The  faith  of  the 
government  is  still  maintained  inviolate.  He  has 
preserved  nearly  the  whole  of  the  funds  of  the  union 
from  being  again  absorbed  in  irredeemable  paper — 
and,  though  every  additional  precaution  to  ensure 
their  safety,  and  every  facility  for  their  transmis- 
sion, has  been  uniformly  and  successfully  opposed 
by  the  opposition,  the  public  creditors  have  been 
every  where  paid  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  The 
firmness  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  calm,  tempe- 
rate wisdom  of  his  measures,  have  thus  far  overcome 
every  obstacle,  and  triumphed  over  all  the  efforts  of 
an  opposition,  more  active,  more  inveterate,  more 
powerful,  and  more  unscrupulous  as  to  the  means  and 
ends  than  any  preceding  democratic  administration 
ever  had  to  encounter. 

These  results,  it  should  be  recollected,  were  pro- 
duced not  only  without  the  slightest  addition  to  the 
public  burdens,  but  during  a period  in  which  the 
people  have  been  relieved  from  more  than  one 
hundred  and  seventy  millions  of  indirect  taxes, 
which  would  have  been  required  under  the  high 
tariff  of  1828.  This  reduction  is  still  in  progress, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  sedu- 
lously employed  in  bringing  about  a corresponding 
decrease  of  the  public  expenditures.  Thus  in  1838 
they  fell  below  those  of  1S37,  the  appropriations 
for  which  latter  years  were  made  before  he  enter- 
ed upon  office;  in  1839,  between  six  and  seven  mil- 
lions were  subtracted  from  the  expenditures  of  the 
preceding  year;  and  in  1840  the  estimates  exhibit  a 
reduction  of  between  five  and  six  millions.  This 
simple  array  of  facts  is  the  best  commentary  on  the 
charge  of  extravagance  brought  by  the  opposition 
against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
a just,  reflecting,  intelligent  people  may  now  de- 
cide for  themselves  whether  they  shall  outweigh 
unfounded  statements,  unprincipled  calumnies  and 
empty  declamations. 

A similar  success  has  attended  the  administration 
in  all  branches  of  the  public  service.  Fom  the  re- 
ports submitted  to  congress,  it  appears  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  three  years,  great  vigor  and  ac- 


tivity  have  been  imparted  to  the  war  department. 
The  securities  for  an  efficient  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  army  have  been  increased.  The 
engineer  corps  has  been  rendered  much  more  ef- 
ficient; the  ordinance  has  made  great  progress; 
and  a reasonable  expectation  is  entertained,  that 
the  results  of  the  very  extensive  experiments  in- 
stituted to  determine  the  best  description  of  cannon, 
and  the  most  destructive  projectiles,  will  shortly 
enable  the  department  to  adopt  permanent  and  per- 
fect models  for  the  artillery. 

A corps  of  topographical  engineers  has  been  or- 
ganized composed  of  experienced  and  ahle  officers, 
who  have  been  actively  and  usefully  occupied. — 
Extensive  regions  of  country  have,  for  the  first 
time,  been  surveyed,  our  western  and  northern 
frontiers  explored,  the  country  between  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  carefully  examined  and  ela- 
borately laid  down,  more  than  three  hundred  points 
of  latitude  and  longitude  settled,  and  our  knowledge 
of  the  vast  regions  of  our  western  country  greatly 
enlarged.  Measures,  in  a high  degree  advanta- 
geous to  our  trade  in  that  quarter,  have  been  pur- 
sued without  neglecting  any  of  the  improvements 
in  charge  of  the  department. 

The  army  has  been  engaged  in  laborious  and  con- 
stant service.  Not  the  least  of  these  has  been  the 
removal  of  the  Indian  tribes,  who  had  parted  with 
their  lands  in  the  east,  and  were  bound  by  treaty 
stipulations  to  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
to  the  number  of  thirty -six  thousand  souls.  It  is  re- 
markable that,  in  this  grand  moral  spectacle,  not  one 
trace  is  to  be  found  of  injustice  or  cruelty;  nor  ex- 
cept in  that  of  the  Seminoles,  who  were  waging  war 
with  our  people  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  entered  upon 
the  government,  is  there  one  act  of  severity  that 
could  have  been  avoided,  or  one  drop  of  blood,  un- 
necessarily shed.  A proper  consideration  for  their 
situation,  commisseration  for  their  misfortunes,  and 
regard  for  the  character  of  the  country,  have  guided 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  Indian  treaties,  by 
which  their  title  to  nearly  nineteen  millions  of  acres 
of  land  has  been  extinguished.  Their  removal,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Cherokees,  while  it  has  opened  a 
vast  extent  of  country  to  the  enterprize  and  industry 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  places  the  red  men  beyond 
the  reach  of  those  influences  which  were  gradually 
destroying  them,  and  establishes  them  in  a home 
where  they  may  become  prosperous  and  happy  — 
At  the  same  time  the  most  liberal  encouragement  has 
been  given  to  the  benevolent  of  every  religious  sect 
to  spread  among  them  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and 
to  establish  schools  in  every  part  of  their  territory; 
objects  which  have  been  accomplished  with  the  most 
beneficial  effects.  Although  itis  believed  that  these 
measures  will  tend  to  civilize  the  Indians  on  our 
borders,  no  precautions  have  been  neglected  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defence  of  this  important  and  extensive 
frontier.  Such  a system  has  been  projected,  and  is 
being  rapidly  carried  into  execution,  as  will  effectu- 
ally protect  our  fellow  citizens  in  that  quarter  from 
all  danger  from  that  source. 

From  the  peculiar  circumstances  growing  out  of 
the  insurrection  in  Canada,  the  difficult  and  delicate 
task  was  imposed  on  the  w'ar  department  of  preserv- 
ing the  peace  and  maintaining  the  good  faith  of  the 
country  amidst  all  the  excitement  wdnch  existed  on 
the  norther  frontier.  Fortunately  for  the  country, 
the  exertions  of  government  were  successful,  and 
our  neutral  obligations  were  maintained  inviolate;  at 
a time,  too,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  service  re- 
quired the  presence  of  the  greater  portion  of  our 
little  army  in  the  south,  and  on  the  western  frontier. 

The  expenditures  of  this  department  during  the 
first  year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration,  were 
beyond  his  control.  Measures  had  been  projected, 
and  were  partly  executed;  and  the  obligations  in- 
curred by  the  department,  involving  heavy  expen- 
ditures, had  to  be  complied  with,  or  the  laith  of  the 
government  violated.  Each  succeeding  year  has 
however  brought  with  it  a considerable  reduction  of 
expenditure.  Notwithstanding  the  increase  of  the 
military  establishment  and  the  heavy  expense  at- 
tending the  execution  of  the  Cherokee  and  other 
Indian  treaties,  the  expenses  of  1838  were  reduced 
one  million  of  dollars;  those  of  1839  nearly  four  mil- 
lions, and  a further  reduction  in  1840  of  at  least  three 
millions  is  confidently  anticipated. 

Nor  have  the  interests  of  the  navy  been  neglected 
or  forgotten.  Sensible  that  it  is  equally  indispensa- 
ble to  the  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  honor  of 
the  country;  that  it  constitutes  the  right  arm  of  the 
nation  in  all  offensive  operations;  that  it  is  one  of  the 
main  instruments  for  exacting  satisfaclion  for  insults 
and  retribution  for  wrongs;  and  that  under  no  circum- 
stances is  it  likely  to  be  perverted  to  the  establish- 
ment of  despotic  power,  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  equally 
given  it  his  fostering  care,  and  sedulous  attention. 

Under  his  administration  a constant  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  materials  for  the  construction  and  ar- 
mament of  ships  and  the  improvement  of  navy  yards 


to  the  amount  of  several  millions  in  value,  has  oc- 
curred; the  number  of  ships  has  been  increased;  some 
of  those  on  the  stocks  have  been  brought  nearer  to 
completion;  the  most  persevering  efforts  are  making 
to  revive  and  invigorate  the  discipline  of  the  navy, 
and  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible,  that  scarcity  of 
seamen,  which  has  become  so  apparent,  by  carrying 
into  effect  a system  of  apprenticeship,  which,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  by  degrees  supply  every  deficiency. — 
All  this  has  been  done  without  increasing  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  naval  service,  not- 
withstanding the  addition  of  the  exploring  expedition, 
whose  officers  and  crews  are  paid  and  subsisted  Irom 
the  funds  of  the  navy.  On  the  contrary,  a gradual 
reduction  has  taken  place  since  the  year  1837, 
amounting  to  nearly  a million  of  dollars,  while  the 
accumulation  of  materials  has  increased,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  in  commission,  either  as  receiving 
ships  or  on  foreign  service,  is  not  diminished.  So 
effectually  is  the  commerce  of  the  country  protected 
in  every  quarter  where  protection  is  required,  that 
we  have  lately  seen  the  British  admiralty,  with  its 
five  hundred  ships,  publicly  reproached  with  the  ex- 
ample of  the  United  States  in  this  particular. 

Let  us  now  contrast  the  picture  just  presented, 
with  the  opposition  which  the  administration  so  con- 
ducted has  encountered. 

The  identity  of  the  modern  whigs  and  ancient 
federalists  is  evident  and  undeniable.  It  may  be 
distinctly  traced  through  all  their  changes  of  name, 
and  seen  through  all  their  disguises.  The  same 
want  of  confidence  in  the  honesty  and  intelligence 
of  the  people,  and  in  those  institutions  which  gua- 
ranty their  equal  rights,  and  the  same  disregard  to 
their  feelings  and  their  interests,  are  always  apparent 
except  at  those  periods  when,  despairing  of  success 
by  open  hostility,  they  attempt  deception  by  an  af- 
fected devotion  to  the  democracy  as  sudden  as  it  is 
short  lived.  The  moment  the  crisis  is  past,  whe- 
ther it  terminate  in  success  or  in  disappointment,  the 
mask  so  unwillingly  assumed,  and  so  impatiently 
worn,  is  thrown  off. 

If  there  be  any  essential  difference  between  the 
ancient  federalists  and  modern  whigs,  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  absence  of  some  of  those  traits  in  the 
latter,  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  division 
of  parties,  contributed  in  some  degree  to  give  cha- 
racter to  the  former.  At  the  time  those  divisions 
originated,  and  during  the  whole  period  in  which  the 
federalists  maintained  their  ascendency,  their  course 
was  marked  by  a degree  of  decorum  which  gave  a 
certain  respectability  to  the  principles  they  avowed. 
So  long  as  a majority  of  the  people  supported  their 
pretensions,  they  treated  them  wilh  apparent  re- 
spect, while  undermining  their  rights  by  insiduous 
legislation,  in  conformity  to  their  avowed  principles. 
But  the  moment  the  tendency  of  their  measures  w as 
discovered  and  denounced  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
they  felt  themselves  sinking  from  their  power,  their 
deportment  underwent  so  sudden  and  so  thorough  a 
change  as  to  bring  out,  in  strong  relief,  their  doubts 
of  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government. 

The  federal  administration  began  its  war  against 
popular  rights  by  enacting  laws  calculated  and  in- 
tended to  repress  and  punish  the  free  exercise  of  the 
privilege  of  speech,  and  the  just  complaints  of  the 
people — measures  which  were  followed  up  by  stand- 
ing armies,  to  overawe  them  in  the  exercise  of  their 
suffrages.  These,  and  other  manifestations  of  their 
designs,  roused  the  people  to  defence;  they  rose  in 
their  irresistable  might,  and  the  edifice  of  federal 
pow  er  fell  prostrate  before  them. 

From  this  period,  systematic  political  contests 
have  been  carried  on  between  the  two  great  parties 
of  the  country,  the  marked  characteristics  in  each 
and  all  having  been,  confidence  in  the  honesty  and 
intelligence  of  (he  people,  and  their  capacity  for  self- 
government,  on  the  one  side,  and  distrust  on  the 
other;  a desire  for  an  extension  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise to  every  free  citizen  of  the  country,  on  the  one 
side,  and  for  its  abridgment,  by  property,  qualifica- 
tions, and  other  restrictions,  on  the  other;  a struggle 
for  popular  equality,  on  the  one  side,  and  for  pecu- 
liar and  monopolizing  rights,  corporate  and  private 
on  the  other.  In  short,  a contention  for  popular 
sovereignty,  on  the  one  side,  and  for  a government 
controlled  by  favored  interests  and  privileged  classes 
on  the  other.  These  contests  have  all  been  brought 
to  the  polls  of  election,  and,  by  almost  a necessary 
consequence,  have  met  nearly  an  entire  uniformity 
of  decision  there — the  prevalence  of  the  popular  over 
the  aristocratic  principle. 

The  presidential  election,  at  the  period  to  which 
we  have  referred,  proved  that  the  aristocratic  prin- 
ciple was  not  to  be  concluded  by  the  fair  and  dis- 
tinct decision  of  the  people,  without  a struggle  behind 
the  polls  of  election,  to  reverse  their  vote;  and  to  gain, 
by  indirection,  or  fraud,  or  bribery,  or  force,  what 
it  had  failed  to  secure  in  the  open  field  of  popular 
discussion.  Hence  the  fearful  and  trying  controver- 
sy for  the  presidency  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
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Mr.  Burr,  in  the  house  of  representatives  in  1801. 
The  intention  of  the  people  as  expressed  by  the  po- 
pular vote,  was  not  a matter  of  doubt  or  question, 
but  when  it  was  found  that  power  was  dearer  than 
principle  to  one  of  the  candidates  upon  the  democra- 
tic ticket,  the  rule  “divide  and  conquer”  became 
that  for  the  action  of  the  federal  party,  in  their  etiort 
to  overthrow  the  election  and  make  that  man  presi- 
dent of  the  republic,  whom,  from  a mistaken  confi- 
dence, the  people  had  intended  to  make  vice  presi- 
dent. 

The  limits  of  an  address  will  not  permit  an  enu- 
meration of  the  instances,  since  the  memorable  one 
above  named,  in  which  the  aristoeiatic  party  has 
attempted  to  defeat  the  popular  will  by  kindred  ef- 
forts. Sufficient  for  our  present  purpose  it  will  be 
to  refer  to  passages  in  the  history  of  the  elections  of 
the  people,  in  the  patriotic  stales  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey,  ol  recent  date,  and  yet  but  partially 
developed  to  the  astonished  view  of  otiryonngcoun- 
try.  They  sufficiently  show  that  the  principle  which 
gave  rise  to  the  contest  between  Jeifersoo  and 
Burr  yet  exists,  is  still  in  active  exercise,  and  is  one 
of  the  strong  dependencies  for  success  of  the  modern 
whig  party. 

We  are  not  alarmists.  The  cause  of  the  democra- 
cy has  nothing  to  gain  from  representations  of  imagi- 
nary benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  action  of  go- 
vernment, or  to  loose  from  similar  representations  of 
sulferings,  equally  imaginary,  to  flow  from  the  same 
source.  The  people  are,  in  effect,  the  government 
of  our  country;  they  are  its  sovereign,  and  their  w ill 
is  its  law.  When  we  appeal  to  them,  we  do  so  un- 
der a deep  conviction  of  these  truths,  and  an  equally 
deep  consciousness  that  we  appeal  to  rational,  intel- 
ligent, patriotic  men;  possessing  judgment  to  dis- 
criminate between  truth  and  falsehood,  firmess  to 
pursue  the  course  of  principle,  unswayed  by  preju- 
dice, or  passion,  or  interests,  and  integrity  to  defend 
and  preserve  those  constitutional  rights  upon  which 
their  lasring  prosperity  so  safely  reposes. 

To  that  people  we  now  appeal,  and,  standing 
among  them,  desirous  to  submit  our  acts  to  their 
calm  reflection  and  judgment,  we  entreat  them  to 
look  well  10  their  rights  and  interests,  to  guard  the 
elective  franchise,  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  their  li- 
berties; to  protect  themselves  from  imposition  and 
falsehood,  and,  as  necessary  to  this  great  object, 
from  hasty  and  undue  excitements,  artificially  sti- 
mulated, and  attempted  to  be  supported  by  the  power 
of  money,  not  the  force  of  truth.  We  also  entreat 
them  to  look  to  the  conduct  of  their  representative 
servants,  and  see  whether,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
high  duties,  insiduous  approaches  may  not  be  gra- 
dually making,  if  not  upon  the  freedom  of  popular 
elections,  at  least  upon  their  efficiency  as  the  first 
constitutional  step,  under  our  systems,  state  and 
national,  in  carrying  into  execution  their  popular 
will. 

The  course  of  the  opposition  in  congress  calls  for 
the  most  serious  consideration  of  the  people. 
Charged  as  that  body  is  with  the  guardianship  of 
the  great  interests  of  the  country,  the  public  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  those  who  compose  it  will  de- 
vote themselves  with  undivided  attention  and  unre- 
mitted zeal  to  the  execution  of  that  high  and  re- 
sponsible trust.  In  what  manner  this  just  expecta- 
tion has  been  fulfilled,  will  be  seen  in  the  history  of 
the  present  and  the  three  preceding  sessions.  Its 
proper  deliberations  have  been  perpetually  disturbed 
by  discussions  having  no  relation  to  the  subject 
matters  of  legislation  before  it,  producing  intermina- 
ble delays  in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business, 
and  embarrassing  and  postponing  ordinary  and  in- 
dispensable measures,  essential  to  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  and  clearly  demanded  by 
the  expressed  wishes  of  the  people.  Nor  are  these 
the  worst  features  in  this  picture  of  degenerate  le- 
gislation. Controverses  of  a personal  chaiacter  have 
more  than  once  usurped  the  place  of  calm  reason- 
ing and  fair  debate,  marked  in  their  progress  by 
angry  recrimination,  and  sometimes  terminating  in 
acts  of  violence:  thus  converting  a hall,  which 
should  be  dedicated  to  the  sacred  purposes  of  legis- 
lation, to  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  preservation  of  the  public  honor,  into 
a theatre  for  the  exhibition  of  vindictive  passions. 

The  brief  review  which  we  have  given  of  the 
conduct  of  the  opposition  in  congress,  is  in  perfect 
accordance  with  the  course  of  the  federal  party  dur- 
ing our  second  war  of  independence.  They  pro- 
pose no  measures,  though  professing  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  relieve  the  country  from  prevailing  embar- 
rassments. They  have  steadily  resisted  every  effort 
of  the  administration  to  carry  into  execution  the 
plan  which  it  has  proposed  for  separating  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  government  Irom  incorporated 
institutions,  and  which  has  a direct  tendency  to  re- 
strain that  dangerous  banking  power  which  by  their 
agency,  and  under  the  influence  of  their  counsels, 
had  grown  up  almost  to  an  equality  with  the  go- 


vernment itself.  Thus  have  the  constituted  autho- 
rities of  the  land  been  left  powerless  as  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  money  of  the  people,  and  the  punish- 
ment of  defaulters,  who  have  violated  the  trusts 
confided  to  their  hands.  They  have  charged  the 
democratic  party  with  wasteful  extravagance,  be- 
cause the  expenditures  under  this,  and  the  preced- 
ing administrations,  have  been  necessarily  increas- 
ed by  a removal  of  the  Indians  from  within  our  set- 
tled borders,  a measure  alike  wise,  and  essential  to 
the  safety  of  our  citizens,  and  distinguished  by  the 
most  paternal  clemency  to  the  unfortunate  savage. 
They  have  founded  a similar  accusation  upon  the 
exertions  of  the  government  to  arrest  the  burnings, 
the  tomahawk,  and  the  scalping  knife,  which  have 
covered  Florida  with  blood  and  desolation.  They 
have  superadded  to  all  this,  attempts  to  obstruct  the 
regular  course  of  legislation,  by  technical  objections 
anil  motions,  and  by  every  strategy  which  parlia- 
mentary7 forms  would  permit,  and  the  most  fertile 
ingenuity  invent.  By  this  course  of  conduct,  they 
have  so  impaired  the  high  dignity  and  bearing  of 
the  great  representative  body  ol  the  people,  as  to 
excite  the  most  serious  apprehensions  in  the  bosom 
of  every  lover  of  Order,  and  of  every  friend  of  his 
country,  as  to  its  moral  consequences,  and  its  ten- 
dency to  lessen  the  confidence  of  the  world  in  our 
free  institutions. 

It  was  to  have  been  expected  that,  in  nominating 
a candidate  for  the  presidency,  the  whig  party  would 
select  some  individual  whose  political  principles,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  disclosed  in  his  public  acts  and 
declarations  are  in  accordance  with  their  own. — 
This  expectation  has  been  fulfilled,  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  general  William  Henry  Harrison  by  the  Har- 
risburg convention.  He  may  be  justly  regarded  as 
a true  exponent  of  the  political  doctrines  of  the  party 
which  have  put  him  forward  as  their  leader  and  re- 
presentative. Before  the  contest  between  Thos. 
Jefferson  and  the  elder  Adams  in  1798,  he  had  been 
already7  in  public  life;  and  upon  the  separation  of 
parties  on  the  leading  political  questions  of  that  day, 
lie  became  a supporter  of  the  latter.  From  that 
time  to  the  present,  nothing  has  appeared  in  his 
public  acts  evincing  any7  change  of  opinion  on  his 
part  in  respect  either  to  the  questions  referred  to,  or 
to  others  which  have  grown  out  of  subsequent  divi- 
sions upon  measures  involving  great  principles  of 
government  and  policy.  Indeed,  those  who  now 
take  upon  themselves  to  speak  for  him  authori- 
tatively, and  to  be  the  expounders  of  his  principles, 
have  publicly  declared  that  on  all  the  exciting 
questions  which  formerly  agitated,  and  still  agitate 
the  public  mind,  his  opinions  remain  “unchanged.” 

We  may,  therefore,  justly  appeal  to  his  former 
course  and  opinions  as  the  criterion  by  which  he  is 
now  to  be  judged.  He  stands  confessed  as  a sup- 
porter of  the  most  obnoxious  federalist  treasures — 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  the  standing  army 
of  the  elder  Adams;  the  high  toned  doctrines  of  the 
younger,  and  the  administrations  of  both.  Fiom  both 
he  received  confidence  and  favor,  and  from  both  pub- 
lic office.  If  other  proof  of  his  federalism  be  neces- 
sary, it  will  be  found  in  the  position  he  now  occu- 
pies as  the  sole  candidate  of  the  modern  whig  parly 
for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

Relying,  as  we  do,  for  the  success  of  our  cause, 
upon  the  great  principles  of  constitutional  right  and 
popular  liberty,  we  do  not  feel  called  on  to  make  a 
direct  issue  with  the  supporters  of  general  Harrison, 
on  the  question  of  his  claims  to  the  title  of  a hero. 
We  cannot,  however,  but  remember  the  expressed 
apprehensions  of  the  party  that  support  him,  utter- 
ed by  their  great  leader  a few  years  since,  that  the 
elevation  of  a military  chieftain  to  the  presidency 
would  be  of  more  fatal  tendency  than  “war,  pes- 
tilence and  famine.”  It  is  true,  we  might  question 
his  claim  to  a place  in  history  as  a great  military 
leader:  and  on  this  issue  we  might  call  for  the  uni- 
versal judgment  of  his  country.  Acts  should  speak 
for  themselves,  arid  most  especially  military  exploits; 
and  the  general  who  requires  from  his  subalterns 
their  written  testimonials  to  prove  the  wisdom  of  his 
conduct,  the  fact  of  his  presence  in  danger,  or  the 
value  of  his  services  to  his  country  can  scarcely  as- 
pire to  the  dignity  of  a hero.  Are  we  mistaken  in 
the  fact  that  doubts  ami  questions  surround  the  mi- 
litary reputation  of  geneial  Harrison?  Did  they  not 
exist  even  in  his  camp  and  among  his  most  brave 
and  efficient  officers?  Did  they  not  reach  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and,  at  a time  when  the 
transactions  were  recent,  and  the  means  of  informa- 
tion full,  induce  the  senate  ttf  refuse  to  him  those 
honors  which  were  unanimously  awarded  to  others 
with  whom  his  name  was  associated?  Did  he  not 
leave  the  military  service  of  his  country  at  the  most 
gloomy  period  of  a desperate  war,  thus  making  his 
own  act,  and  the  time  chosen  for  it,  a confirmation 
of  these  doubts  and  questions?  To  general  Harri- 
son we  would  render  strict  and  impartial  justice, 
and  we  propound  these  inquiries  because  the  history 


of  the  times  not  only  suggests  them,  but  furnishes  a 
positive  and  affirmative  answer  to  each.  Will  his 
friends  reply  that  we  are  proving  their  candidate 
not  to  be  a military  chieftain?  Be  it  so.  Their  in- 
consistency in  claiming  for  him  that  chaiacter  as 
a merit  and  a qualification  for  the  presidency,  is 
not  the  less  apparent,  if  they  shall  be  found  to 
admit  that  the  claim  has  no  foundation  in  fact  and 
history. 

Beyond  this  single  claim  to  the  support  of  a free 
people,  as  distinctive  of  the  federal  candidate  for  the 
presidency,  we  are  unable  to  speak  from  any  ground 
as  yet  assumed  by  himself  or  his  friends.  In  refe- 
rence to  his  principles,  opinions  and  acts,  beyond 
his  military  chieftainship,  there  is  an  organized  si- 
lencers studied  as  it  is  singular.  The  country  has 
been  told,  as  it  would  seem  by  authority,  that  he  is 
to  write  no  more  “lor  the  public  eye,”  until  after 
the  presidential  election,  and  bis  supporiers  very 
carefully  lollow  this  example  of  their  selected  lea- 
der. His  public  history  is  certainly  not  a history 
of  civic  trumphs,  nor  has  a life  spent  in  public  em- 
ployments, mostly  civil,  presented  him  as  the  author 
of  measures,  or  even  as  a leading  supporter  of  the 
measures  of  others,  essentially  connected  with 
the  principles  of  our  government,  or  with  the  inte- 
rests of  our  people.  We  are  compelled,  therefore, 
to  dismiss  general  Harrison;  and  beyond  what  we 
have  already  said,  to  follow  the  example  he  has  set 
and  his  friends  sanctioned,  to  say7  nothing,  because,  as 
we  are  forced  to  presume,  nothing  is  to  be  said.  We 
leave  him,  therefore,  with  his  federalism  established 
beyond  question,  and  with  his  questionable  claim  to 
a military  reputation. 

Once  more,  we  repeat,  we  are  not  alarmists;  but 
our  duty  to  the  democracy  we  are  here  to  represent, 
would  be  ill-discharged,  did  we  not  call  their  seri- 
our  attention  to  the  desperate  efforts  which  their  op- 
ponents are  every  where  making  to  carry  the  ap- 
proaching election,  and  to  gain  possession  of  the 
general  government.  It  they  were  to  succeed  in 
the  accomplishment  of  their  object,  and  thus  be  en- 
abled to  carry  into  execution  their  schemes  of  poli- 
cy— those  especially  which  relate  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  finances  by  the  agency  of  a great 
moneyed  institution — there  is  danger  that  our  re- 
publican institutions,  though  they  might  preserve 
(heir  form,  would  not  long  retain  their  purity,  their 
simplicity,  or  their  strength.  But  our  confidence 
in  the  discrimination  and  patriotism  of  the  people  is 
unshaken;  and  we  confidently  trust  and  believe  that 
they  will  not  only  see  the  coming  danger,  but  that 
they  will  meet  it  with  all  the  necessaiy  measures  of 
precaution. 

The  history  of  all  republics  is  replete  with  instruc- 
tive lessons  to  every  American  citizpn — lessons  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  a government  like  ours,  formed 
by  a union  of  independent  states. 

One,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  of  all  these 
lessons,  is  the  constant  danger  of  a foreign  influence, 
exerted  through  the  power  of  money.  The  ap- 
proaches of  this  influence  have  been  gradual  and 
imperceptible,  until  within  the  last  few  years;  with- 
in which  the  progress  has  been  rapid,  and  the  diffu- 
sion almost  universal.  The  ordinary  operations  of 
trade  between  commercial  countries  are  reciprocal 
and  salutary.  F.nabling  each  to  exchange  the  com- 
modities of  which  it  has  a surplus,  lor  others  which 
it  wants,  the  industry,  the  convenience,  and  the 
comforts  of  all  aie  promoted,  the  wealth  of  all,  both 
individual  and  national,  increased,  a healthful  and 
useful  intercourse  secured,  and  harmony  of  feeling 
produced,  without  any  necessary  sense  of  depen- 
dence. If,  however,  the  reciprocal  relations  of 
trade  be  changed  for  the  relations  of  borrower  and 
lender;  if  one  country,  or  its  citizens,  become  bor- 
rowers from  another  country,  or  its  citizens,  for 
purposes  not  commercial,  the  consequences  are 
wholly  different,  and  the  truth,  that  “the  borrower 
is  servant  to  the  lender”  of  money,  will  be  found  to 
have  its  application  as  strongly,  and  much  more 
dangerously,  than  when  that  dependent  relation 
exists  between  citizen  and  citizen  of  the  same 
country. 

We  are  not  to  be  understood  as  condeining,  in  all 
cases,  loans  between  country  arid  country,  or  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  different  countries.  The  de- 
mands arising  irom  a state  of  war,  and  perhaps  other 
great  exigencies,  frequently  render  such  loans,  by  a 
nation,  indispensable,  while  the  transactions  ol  com- 
merce are  constantly  creating  credits  between  com- 
mercial men  of  all  countries.  In  the  first  class  of 
cases,  the  war  must  be  prosecuted,  or  the  other  great 
national  exigency  met,  and  the  relation  of  debtor  en- 
dured, until  returning  peace, or  renewed  prosperity, 
shall  have  wiped  oni  the  debt.  In  the  second,  the 
operations  of  commerce  are  anticipated,  and  ordina- 
rily depended  upon  with  safety  to  balance  the  ac- 
counts, and  terminate  the  unpleasant  relation.  To 
no  transactions  of  these  classes  are  any  of  our  sub- 
sequent remarks  intended  to  be  applied. 
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A very  different  description  of  foreign  loans  and 
foreign  debts  have  become  common  in  our  country, 
and  to  those  it  is  our  wish  to  draw  the  public  atten- 
tion. We  refer  to  loans  made  by  banking  institutions, 
either  to  relieve  themselves  from  embarrassment, 
caused  by  improvident  expansions  in  banking,  or  to 
enable  them  to  extend  their  operations  beyond  the 
limit  intended  by  those  who  granted  their  charters; 
by  companies  and  associations,  to  enable  them  to  mo- 
nopolize an  entire  branch  of  internal  trade,  or  to 
embark  in  some  enterprise  of  questionable  produc- 
tiveness, and  by  the  states  ot  the  union,  without  the 
provision,  by  taxation  or  otherwise,  of  a safe  certain 
fund  to  meet  the  interest  upon  their  loans. 

We  think  we  are  not  mistaken  in  the  assumption 
that  all  the  early  state  loans  were  sought  in  our  own 
market  and  from  our  own  countrymen.  We  believe, 
also,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  borrowing  state 
was  to  establish  and  set  apart  a fund  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments of  interest  upon  the  money  borrowed.  This 
safe  policy  prevailed  for  a series  of  years,  and  until 
deleterious  examples,  proceeding  not  from  the  states 
of  the  union,  but  from  incorporations,  the  creations 
of  the  state  and  federal  governments,  produced  the 
change,  the  consequences  of  which  we  consider  so 
fearful  and  alarming. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  first  to 
make  the  standard  of  its  credit  in  London  the  mea- 
sure of  its  business  in  the  United  States.  Other 
leading  state  institutions  followed  this  practice  ol 
evil  tendency,  and  none  of  the  incorporations  which 
once  adopted  this  standard,  tailed  to  make  their  in- 
terest conform  to  it.  Thus  a change  in  the  value  ot 
money  in  foreign  countries  would  become  the  mea- 
sure of  bank  expansions  and  contractions  in  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  the  business  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  many  of  the  larger  state 
banking  institutions  were  concerned. 

A long  period  of  general  peace,  and  of  great  pros- 
perity in  all  the  branches  of  trade  and  industry,  ren- 
dered expansions,  graduated  by  this  standard,  much 
more  prevalent  than  contractions;  and  thus,  from 
the  known  excessive  profits  ol  banking  in  this  coun- 
try, engendered  an  appetite  for  the  multiplication  of 
bank  charters,  beforh  unknown  to  us.  Hence  the 
number  of  banks  in  the  country  was  at  least  doubled 
in  ttie  course  of  some  three  or  tour  years,  and  the 
banking  capital  was  enlarged  in  a still  greater  pro- 
portion. 

This  multiplication  of  banks  and  banking  capital 
in  so  short  a period,  could  not  fail  to  produce  a pro- 
portionate expansion  of  our  paper  circulation.  Such 
was  the  effect,  with  the  further  consequences  of  in- 
creased prices  of  property,  and  an  almost  universal 
passion  for  speculation.  The  multiplied  banks  found 
customers,  because  almost  the  entire  community 
were  stimulated  to  become  borrowers,  and  the  great 
mass  borrowed,  not  to  expend  the  avails  of  their  loans 
in  aid  of  productive  industry,  but  to  purchase  to-day 
for  a high  price,  property  which  it  was  believed  some 
other  borrower  would  purchase  to  morrow  at  a still 
higher.  In  a process  of  this  sort,  employing  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  credit,  in  the  shape  of  bank  pa- 
per and  bank  discounts,  the  amount  of  interest  an- 
nually accruing  in  favor  of  the  banks  was  enormous, 
while  the  property  upon  which  the  money  was  ex- 
pended was  actually  producing  nothing. 

Influences  of  this  powerful  character,  communi- 
cated to  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  our  coun- 
try, could  not  fail  to  be  felt  in  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  of  the  union.  They  felt  the  impulsion,  and 
acted  under  it.  Large  loans  were  proposed,  and  it 
soon  appeared  that  the  increase  of  banks,  and  other 
demands,  had  absorbed  too  much  ot  the  American  t 
capital  to  enable  them  to  find  a ready  or  a cheap  mar- , 
ket  in  our  own  country.  The  markets  of  Europe 
were  naturally  sought,  as  not  the  federal  govern- ! 
ment,  and  not  the  government  of  the  states  alone, 
but  local  corporations  in  our  commercial  cities,  had 
there  found  such  a market  for  large  loans  upon  their 
credit.  For  a time  the  state  stocks  of  all  descrip- 
tions were  greedily  taken;  but,  as  in  all  cases  of 
over-tasked  credit,  the  supply  became  more  than 
equal  to  the  demand,  and  the  market  fell.  The  con- 
sequence was  electric  throughout  our  country,  and 
the  depressions  we  now  feel  in  commercial  transac- 
tions in  every  branch  of  trade,  in  the  prices  of  pro- 
perty, in  our  domestic  industry,  in  the  wages  of 
labor,  flow  from  these  excessive  uses  of  credit  at 
home,  and  these  attempts  to  over-stock  the  foreign 
markets  with  our  credits  abroad. 

We  are  aware  that  these  are  plain  suggestions — 
but  can  we  be  mistaken  in  placing  them  before  our 
constituents,  and  asking  their  awakened  attention  to 
them,  when  we  see  the  mere  bankers  of  London 
publishing  to  the  American  public  a proposition  that 
the  United  States  shall  become  endorsers  for  the  in- 
dividual states,  a surity  for  their  engagements,  as  a 
condition,  notsimply  to  their  obtaining  further  loans, 
but  to  the  favorable  sale,  in  the  British  markets,  of 


their  stocks  and  bonds,  now  resting  there  in  pledge 
for  advances  of  money? 

Such  a proposition  as  it  seems  to  us,  should  star- 
tle the  whole  American  people.  It  is  a bold  attempt, 
upon  the  part  of  foreign  bankers,  to  compel  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Slates  again  to  assume  a 
fearful  amount  of  debt,  or  to  punish  the  states  of  the 
union  by  a refusal  offurther  loans,  and  a depression 
of  their  securities  now  in  the  foreign  market. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  danger  of  a foreign  influ- 
ence pervading  our  country,  and  exerted  through 
the  pow'er  of  money.  Can  we  have  stronger  evi- 
dence ot  the  existence  of  that  influence,  and  of  the 
disposition  to  exert  it,  than  we  have  already  given. 
When  foreign  bankers  call  upon  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  endorse  for  the  states  of  this  union,  and 
threaten  them  with  a suspension  of  their  credit,  in 
case  that  endorsement  is  not  procured,  can  we  mea- 
sure the  influence  which  is  exerted  from  the  same 
quarter  over  private  and  corporate  debtors  in  this 
country? 

If,  then,  these  influences  of  a foreign  debt  are  an 
evil  to  be  deprecated;  if  our  expansions  of  credit  at 
home  have  been  excessive,  and  require  to  be  check- 
ed; and  if  both  are  objects  which  call  for  the  seri- 
ous consideration  and  action  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  to  which  of  the  existing  political  parlies 
are  they  to  look  for  a remedial  policy? 

The  universal  suspension  of  the  banks,  in  May, 
1837,  met  Mr.  Van  Buren  at  the  threshold  of  his 
administration;  and  from  that  moment  to  this  he  has 
been  laboring  assiduously  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a more  stable  basis  for  our  currency  and  business;  a 
foundation  equal  and  just  to  all,  and  resting  upon 
the  constitution  of  the  country.  It  has  not  been 
the  object  of  his  policy,  as  is  falsely  alledged,  to  de- 
stroy credit,  but  to  make  credit  safe  and  depen- 
dable; not  to  overthrow  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  country,  but  to  separate  them  from  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  revenues;  not  to  cripple  com- 
merce, but  to  give  commerce  a standard  of  currency 
so  far  as  the  action  of  the  federal  government  can  do 
it,  which  shall  not  disturb  it  by  expansions  and  con- 
tractions dictated  by  private  interests  and  monopo- 
lizing efforts;  not  to  suspend  trade,  but  to  restore  it 
to  a healthful  activity,  and  give  it  a sound  and  sta- 
ble circulating  medium  to  sustain  it;  not  to  depress 
the  wages  of  labor,  but  to  affoid  the  honest  laborer 
full  and  constant  employment  at  fair  wages  and  to 
secure  to  him  the  pay  for  his  sweat  and  his  toil,  in  a 
currency  upon  which  he  may  sleep  quietly',  without 
the  fear  of  finding  it  dross  in  his  pocket  when  he 
rises  in  the  morning.  Such  is  our  policy,  and  that 
of  the  administration  we  support. 

Of  gen.  Harrison  and  his  policy,  upon  all  these 
important  subjects,  we  have  already  declared  we  can 
say  nothing.  Silence,  profound  and  unbroken,  is 
the  order  at.  present  resting  upon  him,  and  we  have 
already  expressed  our  inability  to  raise  the  latch 
w'hich  closes  the  door  upon  his  opinions. 

Of  the  favorite  policy  of  his  party,  however,  we 
can  speak;  because  in  this  ancient  party,  dating  its 
existence  from  the  administration  of  the  elder 
Adams,  and  never  more  apparently  confident,  since 
the  time  of  his  defeat,  than  at  this  moment,  there 
have  been,  and  now  are,  open  doors  and  unsealed 
lips. 

This  party,  then,  would  create  a new  national 
bank,  with  the  vain  hope  of  still  farther  expanding 
our  present  system  of  excessive  credits.  They 
would  not  only  increase  the  state  debts,  but  they 
would  prosecute  a system  of  internal  improvements 
under  the  authority  of  this  government,  to  be  ex- 
tended within  and  through  the  states  at  its  pleasure. 
They  would  take  from  the  general  government  some 
of  its  proper  sources  of  revenue,  at  a time  when  the 
national  treasury  is  driven  to  loans  to  supply  the  or- 
dinary demands  upon  it,  and  would  boriow  money 
in  Europe,  or  increase  the  taxes  upon  the  people, 
or  both,  to'cany  out  their  plan  of  a more  splendid 
administration.  And,  finally,  they  would  deliver 
over  again  to  the  banks,  state  or  national,  all  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  subject  to  be  used  by  them 
with  the  inevitable  consequence  of  increasing  bank 
expansions,  until  the  appropriations  of  congress 
should  call  for  the  money,  and  then  to  be  the  cause 
of,  or  the  apology  for,  bank  contractions,  to  an  ex- 
tent far  beyond  the  amount  of  money  involved. 

Before  we  dismiss  this  subject,  we  cannot  forbear 
to  refer  to  the  well  known  tact,  that  large  sums  of 
money  have,  within  a few  years  past,  been  expend- 
ed upon  elections,  with  a view  to  overrule  and  de- 
feat the  wishes  of  the  p*eople.  These  contributions 
are  manifestly,  from  the  evidences  of  their  effects, 
so  large  in  amount  as  to  excite  the  most  painful 
suspicions  as  to  the  sources  from  which  they  are  de- 
rived. Time  will  determine  what  ground  there  may 
be  for  such  suspicions.  But  from  whatever  quarter 
these  pecuniary  aids  may  come,  it  is  the  duly  of  all 
who  value  the  independence  of  their  country,  who 
would  exclude  foreign  interference,  under  any  form. 


from  our  elections  and  our  councils,  and  who  regard 
the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise  as  the  best  safe- 
guard of  our  free  institutions,  to  meet  the  crisis  with 
unslumbering  vigilance,  with  the  determination  to 
expose  and  frusta te  ail  attempts  to  control  political 
results  by  any  other  influences  than  those  of  reason 
and  argument. 

But  our  opponents  do  not  alone  depend  for  their 
anticipated  triumph  over  the  democratic  party  on 
the  influences  to  which  we  have  referred.  They 
have  enlisted  the  fanatacism  of  the  old  and  new  world 
in  their  cause.  They  are  associated  with  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  political  sects  that  has  ever  been  ar- 
rayed against  the  sacred  union  of  the  states,  which 
the  father  of  his  country,  in  his  last  address  to  his 
children,  thus  solemnly  commends  to  their  care: 

“It  is  ( he  says)  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should 
properly  estimate  the  immense  value  ofyour  national 
union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happiness; — 
that  you  should  cherish  a cordial,  habitual  and  im- 
moveable attachment  to  it,  accustoming  yourselves 
to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of  your 
political  safety  and  prosperity;  watching  for  its  pre- 
servation with  jealous  anxiety;  discountenancing 
whatever  may  suggest  a suspicion  that  it  can  in  any 
event  be  abandoned;  and  indignantly  frowning  upon 
any  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country 
from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which 
now  link  together  the  various  parts.” 

Such  are  the  parting  words  of  the  great  and  good 
Washington!  The  federal  wliigs  pretend  to  cherish 
his  principles,  and  to  be  governed  by  his  admoni- 
tions and  examples.  Yet  they  have,  at  this  very 
time,  made  common  cause  with  the  abolitionists — 
a political  sect,  whose  objects  and  measures  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  dissolve  that  union,  which  he  so 
earnestly  and  pathetically  recommends;  whose  or- 
gans have  denounced  the  written  compact  on  which 
it  rests,  as  containing  principles  at  war  with  the 
rights  of  man  and  the  laws  of  God;  who  have  openly 
declared  that  they  prefer  emancipation  without  union 
to  union  without  emancipation;  who  have,  by  calum- 
ny and  misrepresentation  contributed  to  render  one 
portion  of  our  fellow7  citizens  odious  to  the  other;  to 
foster  sectional  interests,  and  exci'e  sectional  feel- 
ings; to  change  brotherly  love  into  bitter  antipathy; 
and  who,  if  we  may  credit  the  declarations  which 
some  of  them  have  made,  would  willingly  see  the 
political  fabric  uprooted  from  its  deepest  founda- 
tions, provided  their  favorite  system  of  measures 
could  be  built  upon  its  ruins. 

The  social  duties,  the  rights  of  property,  the  cha- 
rities of  life,  the  domestic  relations,  are  all  disturbed 
by  the  conduct  of  this  misguided  sect,  and  if  it  were 
possible  that  their  influence  could  so  far  prevail,  as 
to  produce  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  national 
legislature,  with  the  institutions  of  individual  states, 
these  great  interests  would  become  a sacrifice  to  a 
wild,  visionary  and  impracticable,  if  not  a designing 
scheme  of  pretended  philanthrophy.  In  the  prose- 
cution of  this  scheme,  portions  of  our  fellow  citizens 
have  been  denounced  as  robbers  and  man-stealers; 
foreign  emissaries  have  been  encouraged  to  travel 
through  the  country7,  uttering  and  disseminating 
atrocious  misrepresentations  and  inflammatory  ha- 
rangues, calculated  to  excite  seivile  insurrection  and 
intestine  war;  and  money  has  even  been  solicited  and 
procured  of  enthusiasts  in  other  countries,  and  ex- 
pended here,  in  scattering  the  firebrands  of  discord 
and  disunion  throughout  the  land.  Those  who  see 
these  results,  and  persist  in  the  measures  which  have 
produced  them,  will  not  be  deterred  by  the  sketch 
we  have  drawn;  but  if  there  be  among  them  others, 
whose  attention  has  been  turned  away  by  exagge- 
rated and  exciting  representations,  from  the  great 
principles  of  forbearance;  mutual  concession  and 
compromise,  upon  which  the  union  was  founded, 
and  by  the  sacred  preservation  of  which  alone  it 
can  be  upheld,  we  appeal  to  all  such  to  say  whether 
a connection,  which  impeaches  their  judgment,  their 
patriotism,  their  justice  and  their  devotion  to  our  re- 
publican institutions,  should  not  be  renounced  at 
once  and  lorever. 

The  limits  of  an  address  will  not  permit  us  to  ex- 
tend our  remarks,  though  the  field  is  broad,  and  the 
harvest  could  not  fail  to  be  rich.  We  must,  there- 
fore, leave  the  decision  of  the  great  issues  we  have 
raised  to  the  sovereign  people  of  our  beloved  country, 
and  to  the  intelligence,  honesty  and  patriotism  of  our 
fellow  citizens;  not  under  the  belief  that  we  have 
sufficiently  discussed  those  issues,  but  in  the  hope 
that  we  have  said  enough  to  awaken  their  attention 
to  them. 

Our  principles  and  objects  have  been  avowed. — 
The  purity  and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise; 
the  exemption  of  our  country  from  a dangerous  fo- 
reign influence,  and  the  preservation  of  our  union 
against  the  unconstitutional  and  fanatical  spirit  of 
abolitionism,  are  the  great  points  in  the  pending 
contest,  and  we  proclaim  them  to  our  countrymen 
as  matters  of  vital  interest  to  our  free  institutions. 
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The  candidates  we  present  as  the  exponent  of  our 
principles,  has  been  tried.  His  views  upon  all  these 
questions  are  distinctly  known,  and  have  been  se- 
verely tested.  As  to  him,  therefore,  the  people  may 
act  with  confidence  and  certainty. 

Not  so  with  our  busy  and  confident  opponents, 
and  their  candidate.  When  assembled,  as  we  are, 
in  national  convention,  “their  policy”  dictated  that 
they  should  make  to  the  country  no  declaration  of 
principles;  and  since  that  time,  an  executive  com- 
mittee has  taken  possession  of  their  candidate,  not 
to  declare  his  principles  and  opinions  to  the  coun- 
try, but  to  proclaim  to  a nation  of  freemen  that 
those  principles  and  opinions  shall  not  be  declared, 
“for  the  public  eye”  until  after  the  election. 

Freemen  of  the  United  States,  choose  between 
these  parties  and  these  candidates!  The  decision  is 
yours,  and  the  stake  is  yours! 

Confiding  in  the  intelligence  and  republican  spirit 
of  our  countrymen,  we  do  not  doubt  our  success  in 
the  important  cpntest  which  is  now  pending.  The 
people  achieved  a revolution  in  1S00,  which  trans- 
ferred us  from  under  the  iron  rod  of  federal  rule, 
and  we  cannot  question,  that  in  1840,  they  will 
maintain,  successfully,  (he  same  high  position  with 
the  same  great  principles.  In  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent memorable  campaign,  which  has  been  opened 
on  the  one  side  by  costly  and  stately  pageants,  ad- 
dressed merely  to  the  senses,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  democratic  party,  sustained  by  truth  and  by  rea- 
son, will  have  continued  its  march  of  uninterrupted 
triumphs. 

TWENTY- SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  14.  Petitions,  &c.  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred— 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  citizens  of  Boston,  praying 
the  erection  of  one  of  Morse’s  log  bells  at  “the  en- 
trance into  Boston  harbor,  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Graves.” 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  citizens  of  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passaged  the  bill  from  the 
house  for  the  more  certain  collection  of  the  re- 
venue. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan , from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  a certain  change  in  the  bill  from  the  house 
for  the  more  certain  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Bills  were  reported,  which  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  a second  reading — 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  lrom  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, to  extend  the  privilege  of  debenture  on  fo- 
reign merchandise  in  certain  cases. 

Also,  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  Mouton,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, authorising  appropriations  for  deepening 
the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
authorising  the  two  harbors  in  Rochester,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  be  hereafter  known  by  their  respective 
names  of  Sippicon  and  Mattapoisett.  Ordered,  by 
consent,  to  a third  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  to  raise  a special  committee 
of  both  houses,  with  a view  to  put  an  end  to  the 
contract  with  Clarke  and  Force,  for  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  Revolution,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed,  and  the  vice  president  was  au- 
thorised to  appoint  said  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  senate. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  comple- 
tion of  certain  roads  in  Michigan,  (amended,  and 
ordered  to  a third  reading). 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States;  and  the  question  before  the 
senate  being  on  Mr.  Wall's  subsiitute  for  the  bill — 

Mr.  Henderson,  in  opposing  the  substitute,  ad- 
mitted that  it  had  more  of  precedent  in  its  favor 
than  the  bill  of  the  committee.  But  such  prece- 
dents arose  from  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  cha- 
racter of  the  government,  such  governments  hav- 
ing been  usually  more  disposed  to  aid  the  creditor 
than  to  relieve  the  debtor.  The  states  themselves 
had  ample  power  to  coerce  the  collection  of  debts, 
and  were  always  disposed  to  do  so. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Wall's  assertion  that  the  original 
bill  was  a mockery  to  bankrupts,  and  was  not 
founded  on  the  requests  of  the  90  petitions  which 
had  been  presented,  Mr.  H.  stated  that  he  had  ex- 
amined all  the  petitions  minutely;  that  only  five  of 
them  had  the  word  creditor  in  them  at  all,  and  those 
five  merely  represented  that  the  law  asked  for 
would  be  beneficial  to  both  debtor  and  creditor.— 
But  not  one  of  them  all  was  presented  either  by  or 
in  behalf  of  creditors.  On  what  foundation  then 
stood  the  compulsory  and  corporation  parts  of  the 
senator’s  substitute,  and  where  did  the  original  bill 
stand,  when,  like  the  petitions,  it  went  exclusively 
to  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 


Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  dissect  and  examine  the  | 
substitute.  He  gave  a history  of  the  laws  of  bank- 
ruptcy, to  show  that  though  the  scope  of  the  term 
trader  had  been  gradually  enlarged  by  the  British 
pai  liament,  yet  even  now  it  did  not  apply  to  farm- 
ers, hired  laborers,  and  a few  other  classes.  The 
substitute,  therefore,  in  its  voluntary  part,  stretch- 
ed the  term  trader  beyond  even  present  English 
usage;  whereas,  in  its  compulsory  part,  it  went 
back  to  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  when  traders  were 
those  only  who  got  their  living  by  buying  and  sell- 
ing. Mr.  H.  would  not  deny  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  pass  a compulsory  law,  but  he  condemned 
it  as  impolitic,  and  pointed  out  various  evils  that 
must  result  from  its  adoplion,  one  of  which  was 
that  it  would  throw'  the  cases  of  bankruptcy  into 
the  United  States  courts.  He  also  alluded  to  the 
operation  of  the  substitute,  in  compelling  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  state  corporations,  pointed  out  the  disas- 
trous results,  and  argued  lhat  it  might  as  well  be 
extended  to  churches,  rail  roads,  &c.  as  to  the  cor- 
porations enumerated  by  the  substitute. 

Mr.  H.  had  understood  Mr.  Wall  to  say  that  the 
“subject”  of  bankruptcy,  on  which  the  law  was  to 
be  unilorm,  was  the  matter  of  contracts.  In  that 
case  a contract  of  marriage  might  be  subject  to  the 
law  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Wall  begged  not  to  be  misrepresented.  It 
was  not  contracts,  but  debts,  that  he  had  represent- 
ed as  the  subject  of  the  law. 

Then,  said  Mr.  H.  the  subject  is  one  on  which 
the  law  may  reach  to  all  debtors,  insolvent  or  not. 
Insolvency,  he  insisted,  and  insolvency  alone,  was 
the  subject  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  il.  insisted  that  the  sole  object  ought  to  be 
to  relieve  distressed  debtors  and  he  quoted  and 
commented  upon  various  authorities  to  show  that 
in  this  country  such  ought  to  be  the  object. 

Mr.  Wall,  in  reply,  insisted  (hat  the  original  bill 
had  not  one  feature  of  a bankrupt  law.  Its  whole 
effect  was  to  destroy  the  contract  between  debtor 
and  creditor,  contrary  to  the  express  words  of  the 
constitution — by  a corresponding  title  to  which 
effect  it  ought  to  be  called.  On  this  therne  Mr.  W. 
argued  at  some  length,  and  further  explained  and 
vindicated  the  provisions  and  character  of  his  sub- 
stitute. He  denied  that  he  had  ranked  all  persons 
whatever  under  the  term  traders.  He  had  only  de- 
signated all  persons  as  engaged  in  trading. 

Mr.  Henderson,  having  made  two  or  three  expla- 
nations, replied  to  Mr.  Wall,  that  the  case  of  the 
contracts  of  bankrupts  was,  of  course,  and  specifi- 
cally, an  exception  to  the  otherwise  sweeping 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  forbids  the  viola- 
tion of  contracts. 

Mr.  Wall  expressed  the  desire  that,  by  consent, 
a motion  might  first  be  made,  and  tested,  to  strike 
from  his  substitute  its  compulsory  and  corporation 
provisions.  But  it  was  signified  that  in  this  all 
would  not  acquiesce. 

Mr.  Wall.  Well,  any  way. 

Mr.  Crittenden  lurtherreplied  to  Mr.  WnZrsobjec- 
tions  of  unconstitutionality  to  the  bill,  and  espe- 
cially to  that  which  designated  it  as  a violation  of 
contracts,  which  contracts,  Mr.  C.  showed,  it  was 
impossible  to  pass  a law  of  bankruptcy  without 
affecting. 

The  vote  on  the  substitute  having  been  asked 
for  by  Mr.  Wall — 

Mr.  Grundy  remarked  that  the  subject  was  now 
in  a state  in  which  he  thought  it  was  most  proper 
to  remain  to  the  close  of  the  discussion,  which 
might  enable  senators  to  vote  more  understanding- 
ly  on  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Webster  concurred  entirely  in  this  opinion; 
and  on  the  ground  that  no  other  senator  wished  to 
speak  at  this  time,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Norvell  objecting,  Mr.  Web- 
ster withdrew  the  motion.  After  some  general 
hesitancy,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  15.  Petitions,  &c.  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred— 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  appropriations  for  light-houses  on  Brandy- 
w'ine  shoals;  also,  from  other  citizens  for  the  same 
object. 

From  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  a winter  harbor  in 
the  Delaware. 

From  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  the  erection  of  buoys  in  the  Delaware  bay 
and  river. 

Also,  f rom  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  a new  fire-proof  custom  house  in  that 
city. 

By  Mr.  Merrick , from  the  president  and  board  of 
trade  of  Baltimore,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law,  the 
features  of  which,  as  asked  in  the  petition,  weie, 
as  Mr.  M.  stated,  pretty  much  the  same  as  those 
from  the  original  bill  from  the  committee,  now  be- 


| fore  the  senate.  The  memorialists  express  the  belief 
that  such  a law  would  be  beneficial  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  generally.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  w'ere  reported,  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading: 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, authorising  I he  deepening  of  the  Mississippi/ 

Also,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals, 
making  appropriations  lor  the  completion  of  certain 
military  roads  in  Arkansas. 

The  bill  for  establishing  the  names  of  Sippicon 
and  Mattapoisett  as  the  names  of  the  two  harbors  in 
Rochester,  Massachusetts,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additionall  and  office  in  Mi- 
chigan having  been  read  a third  time — 

Mr.  Porter  stated  that  there  were  not  five  white 
persons  in  the  proposed  district,  and  he  believed 
there  were  not  ten  within  thirty  miles  of  its  south- 
ern line.  He  also  specified  a variety  of  other  cir- 
cumstances to  show  that  the  establishment  of  this 
land  office  was  as  yet  inexpedient.  There  had  been 
no  indication  whatever  that  the  lands  in  the  district 
were  wanted,  and  he  would  not  engage  to  perform 
the  duties  of  a land  officer  there  for  all  tne  land  that 
would  be  sold  fora  year  to  come. 

Mr.  Norvell  expressed  his  regret  at  the  opposition 
of  his  colleague  to  the  bill,  and  said  the  land  in  the 
proposed  district  had  all  been  surveyed  but  about 
1,0(10,000  acres.  Some  of  the  lands  were  among 
the  best  in  the  country,  and  he  knew  of  no  place 
where  a land  office  was  more  wanted. 

Mr.  Porter  asked  il  a single  acre  of  land  had  yet 
been  sold  in  the  proposed  district. 

Mr.  Norvell  could  not  tell,  and  he  would  not  le- 
gislate on  mere  verbal  statements. 

Mr.  Porter  said  his  information  had  been  derived 
from  the  most  authentic  sources, and  nothing  which 
he  had  stated  was  denied.  He  expressed  the  desire 
that  the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  with  a view  to 
further  and  more  specific  inquiry. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  in  favor  of  recommitting  it 
for  that  purpose,  and  moved  its  recommitment. 

Mr.  Wallcer  said  the  committee  had  not  reported 
this  bill  without  fully  examining  and  considering 
the  subject.  He  argued  to  show  its  propriety  and 
expediency,  and  stated  that  a bill  was  now  in  pro- 
gress to  abolish  eleven  land  offices,  one  of  which 
was  in  Michigan,  and  this  bill  was  only  keeping  up 
the  lormer  number.  The  intention  of  the  bill  was 
merely  prospective,  to  accommodate  the  people  as 
soon  as  the  lands  should  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Porter  argued  that  it  was  rather  too  prospec- 
tive. , 

Mr.  Walker  insisted  that  it  was  in  conformity 
with  the  almost  uniform  practice  of  the  government, 
citing  vaiious  cases  to  show  that  it  was  so. 

Mr.  King  stated  that  the  usual  practice  in  such 
cases  had  been  to  provide  that  the  land  officers  should 
not  be  paid  till  they  entered  on  their  duties  by  the 
direction  of  the  president.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  so  modified. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  had  no  objection,  and  he  of- 
fered an  amendment  in  writing  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  asked,  if  this  land  was 
a wilderness,  whether  it  might  not  now  be  purchas- 
ed? Mr.  Porter.  Yes;  at  the  neighboring  land 
office  at  Ionia.  Mr.  Clay.  If  the  lands  are  really 
wanted,  there  can  be  no  disability''  to  purchase  them, 
as  there  are  already  two  land  offices  in  Michigan. 
Mr.  Porter.  Five.  Mr.  Norvell  remarked  that  one 
of  these  land  offices  was  about  to  be  abolished,  and 
another  would  be  in  a few  years,  anil  could  not  be 
a proper  subject  of  complaint  that  the  number 
should  be  kept  good,  while  there  was  still  a great 
amount  of  territory  to  be  sold. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  the  usual  argument  for  the 
increase  of  these  offices,  that  they  were  to  accom- 
modate the  people,  when  no  accommodation  was 
yet  needed.  It  must  be  done  prospectively.  It 
reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  a proposition  having 
been  made  to  do  something  for  posterity.  It  was 
asked,  what  has  posterity  done  for  us?  What  had 
these  prospective  people  done  for  any  body? 
They  had  not  yet  even  got  there,  and  when  they 
had  done  so  would  be  time  enough.  But  it  was  a 
great  objection  lhat  this  multiplication  of  land  offi- 
ces was  a further  extension  of  the  exorbitancy  of 
executive  power.  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and 
Kentucky  had  each  but  one  land  office.  Improper 
local  considerations  had  led  to  a vast  increase,  and 
Mr.  C.  thought  the  majority  of  them  all  had  been 
established  since  the  elevation  of  general  Jackson. 
There  was  now  a talk  of  abolishing  old  one;  but  it 
was  yet  doubtful  whether  a bill  to  that  effect  could 
pa*s  both  houses. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  slated  that  the  senate  bill 
for  that  purpose  had  been  unanimously  reported  by 
the  committee  of  the  other  house. 
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The  amendment  of  Mr.  NorvelL  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robin- 
son, Sirange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
W right,  Young — 22. 

'NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Rusgles,  Tallmadge,  White — 12. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  the  question  was 
still  on  Mr.  Wall’s  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  argued  at  large  on  most 
of  the  great  and  important  topics  already  mention- 
ed as  belonging  to  the  subject.  He  examined  and 
discussed  the  peculiar  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  substitute,  opposing  it,  and  repudiating  them  as 
wrong  and  inexpedient,  and  advocating,  with  much 
zeal  and  earnestness,  the  original  bill  trom  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Webster  having  intimated  his  desire  to  ad- 
dress the  senate  on  this  subject— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  having  been  amend- 
ed in  several  particulars,  its  further  consideration 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  the  senate,  adjourned  to  Monday. 

May  18.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright,  a remonstrance,  signed  by  a large 
number  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  N.  York,  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better  collection  of 
the  revenue. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  the  president  of  the  Grand 
Gull  rail  road  and  banking  company,  asking  a re- 
mission of  the  duty  on  rail  road  iron. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Missis- 
sippi, asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  King,  from  the  Alabama  and  New  Or- 
leans rail  road  company,  asking  an  extention  of  the 
time  for  the  payment  of  bonds  given  on  rail  road 
iron. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  Livingston 
county,  N.  York,  asking  the  release  of  Win.  Lyon 
Mackenzie. 

By  the  chair,  a communication  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy,  in  relation  to  boarding  pistols  and 
rifles  invented  by  Samuel  Colt. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  a report  in  relation  to  lenticular  lights  in  light 
houses. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a joint  resolution  malting  compensa- 
tion to  the  state  of  Kentucky  for  arms  furnished  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  for  the  establishment  of  ports  of  entry 
in  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  to  allow 
draw  back  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  the  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and 
location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi east  of  Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  31st  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  without  amendment. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  o ('bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States;  the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Wall’s  substitute  for  the  bill — 

Mr.  Webster  having  remarked  that  he  should  con- 
fine himself  to  replying  to  the  various  objections 
brought  against  the  original  bill,  and  to  advocating 
the  passage  of  that  bill,  proceeded  at  large  to  make 
the  minute  analysis  and  nice  distinctions  of  the  sub- 
ject which  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  now 
especially  required.  He  concluded  with  an  empha- 
tic appeal  to  senators  to  pass  this  measure  as  one  of 
imperative  duty  and  of  unquestioned  humanity  and 
mercy,  undefiled,  uncontaminated,  unmixed  with 
any  thing  of  party  or  of  politics. 

Mr.  Strange  having  expressed  a desire  to  speak 
somewhat  at  large,  as  a member  of  the  committee, 
the  subject  was  passed,  informally,  and  after  a short 
executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  19.  The  vice  president  communicated  a let- 
ter from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  contain- 
ing a letter  from  the  governor  of  Florida,  covering 
information  in  relation  to  territorial  bonds. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  compliance  w:ith  a resolution  ot  the  senate  of  the 
28th  ult.  exhibiting  the  names  of  banks  where  spe- 
cie deposites  were  made  in  anticipation  of  treasury 
notes,  &c.  I 


The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  refi-rred: 

By  Mr.  Cilhoun,  from  hatters  of  N.  York,  asking 
that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on  imported  silk  hats. 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  fromT.  W.  Marlow  and  others, 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  that  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  may  be  compelled  to  re- 
sume specie  payments,  or  that  they  be  forced  to 
wind  up  their  concerns,  and  surrender  their  effects 
to  their  creditors. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  the  corporate  authorities  of 
the  town  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  asking  the  appoint- 
ment ot  a commissioner  to  settle  certain  claims  to 
certain  lands  in  that  place. 

A resolution  introduced  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Allen, 
in  relation  to  a recess  of  the  senate  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pierce  submitted  the  following: 

Whereas  it  is  apparent  that  great  frauds  have  been 
practised  within  the  last  four  years  upon  congress  on 
claims  growing  out  of  revolutionary  services;  and 
whereas  the  government,  in  consequence  of  a large 
portion  of  its  records  being  lost  by  fire  or  otherwise, 
has  no  adequate  means  of  protection  against  such 
frauds:  therefore 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  the  senate).  That  it  is 
just  and  expedient  to  insist  upon  the  bar  interposed  by 
the  statute  of  limitations  for  all  claims  for  the  payment 
of  which  provision  was  made  prior  to  1800,  unless  the 
claimant  shall  first  make  a satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  causes  of  delay  since  that  period,  and  sustain  his 
application  by  documentary  testimony. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  satisfying  outstanding  claims  to  bounty 
lands  for  military  services  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  arid  for  other  purposes. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Sevier  and  Benton,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Pren- 
tiss, Young,  Hubbard,  Clay,  of  Ky.  and  Smith;  w ben 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  senate  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  o(  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  question  being  on  Mr. 
Wall’s  substitute  for  the  bill  — 

Mr.  Strange  having  stated  that  he  differed  in  his 
views  on  this  subject  from  all  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mittee, proceeded  to  exhibit  and  illustrate  them  at 
large,  and  was  understood  to  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  subject  was  involved  in  very  great,  if  not 
insurmountable  difficulties;  that  the  same  objections 
which  went  against  bringing  such  a law  to  bear 
upon  banks  and  other  stale  corporations  went  with 
equal  force  and  clearness  against  its  application  to 
individuals;  and  that  if  any  were  included  all  ought 
to  be  included. 

Mr.  Norvell  having  signified  his  desire  to  speak 
briefly  on  the  subject,  the  bill,  by  consent,  was  laid 
over  till  to-morrow.  And  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  20.  ri  he  report  of  the  committee  of  claims 
on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  William  and  James 
Crooks,  owners  of  the  British  vessel  Lord  Nelson, 
was  discussed  at  some  length,  but  was  postponed, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wright,  until  to-morrow, 
in  order  that  the  debate  on  the  bankrupt  bill  might 
proceed  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Mr.  Dixon  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor  of 
the  bill  of  the  majority,  and  against  the  clause 
sought  to  be  introduced  by  the  substitute  to  em- 
brace corporations. 

Mr.  Norvell  followed,  and  although  he  desired  to 
have  corporations  included,  and  the  compulsory 
clause  also,  yet,  if  he  could  not  succeed  in  that,  he 
should  sustain  the  bill  of  the  majorily  as  well  cal- 
culated to  give  relief  to  the  numerous  debtors  of 
the  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  the  further  discussion 
w'as  postponed,  in  order  that  the  senate  might  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

A short  executive  session  was  held,  and  then  the 
senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  B E Tit  ESENTAT  IVES. 

Thursduy,  May  14.  When  the  house  adjourned 
last  evening,  the  subject  under  consideration  was 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  printing,  and 
the  pending  question  was  on  an  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Pelrikin,  reducing  the  prices  of  the  public 
printing  ten  per  cent,  on  which  amendment  Mr.  P. 
had  moved  the  previous  question. 

A call  of  the  house  had  been  ordered,  and  some 
proceedings  had  been  had  upon  it,  and  that  being 
the  immediately  pending  business,  the  house,  as 
stated,  adjourned. 

Mr.  Briggs  now  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Graves  hoped  not.  He  dpsired  to  have  a full 
house  when  the  question  was  taken. 

The  speaker  stated  that  if  the  call  was  proceeded 
in,  it  would  extend  only  to  those  members  who 
were  absent  at  the  call  of  the  roll  last  evening. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Graves,  all  lurther  proceedings 
on  that  call  were  suspended;  and  Mr.  Morgan  moved 
a (new)  call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Graves  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  speaker  then  stated  that  the  first  business  be- 
fore the  house  was  the  question  of  privilege,  being 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  raised  to  investi- 
gate the  facts  in  the  case  of  Messis.  R-  Garland  aDd 
Bynum. 

So  Mr.  Morgan  suspended  his  motion  for  a call 
of  the  house,  and  Mr.  Graves  withdrew  his  motion 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  Black,  the  spea- 
ker stated  that  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
printing  would  be  the  business  next  in  order,  after 
the  case  of  privilege  should  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  business  now  before  the  house  being  the  “re- 
port of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  facts  relative  to  the  drsoirier  and  personal 
violence  which  took  place  in  the  house  between  two 
of  its  members,  to  wit:  Rice  Garland  and  Jesse  A. 
Bynum. 

Mr.  Underwood  expressed  the  hope  that  the  house 
would  now  take  some  action  on  this  report,  or  that 
they  would  postpone  its  consideration  rndefinitely. 

He  had  (he  said)  drawn  up  a series  of  resolutions, 
which  he  would  send  to  the  clerk’s  table  to  be  read 
lor  information,  with  a view  to  present  some  defi- 
nite proposition  upon  which  the  house  might  act, 
one  way  or  the  other,  as  it  thought  proper.  And  he 
desired  to  say  only  a few  words  in  relation  to  them. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Corwin,  Mr.  U.  here  yield- 
ed the  floor  for  a moment. 

Mr.  Corwin  then  said  that,  as  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  city  on  indispensable  business,  he  would 
ask  the  house  to  grant  him  leave  of  absence  for  three 
weeks  from  Saturday  next.  And  the  leave  was 
granted.  And,  on  his  own  motion,  Mr.  Coi  toin  was 
discharged  from  lurther  service  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Crabb,  ol  Alabama,  asked  to  be  excused  from 
further  service  on  the  committee  of  elections.  And 
Mr.  C.  was  excused. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  resumed.  In  offering  the 
resolution  heretofore  for  the  appointment  of  a selec-t 
committee  in  the  case  referred  to,  he  had  been  cau- 
tious so  to  word  it  as  not  to  require  the  committee 
to  report  any  proposition  for  the  action  of  the  house. 
The  resolutions  which  he  now  proposed  came  from 
himself,  as  an  individual  member  of  the  house,  and 
had  not  received  any  sanction  whatever  from  the 
committee.  Under  the  resolution  by  which  the 
committee  had  been  appointed,  he  did  not  regard 
himself  as  having  the  right  to  make  any  proposi- 
tion to  the  committee,  and  he  now  presented  these 
as  his  own  resolutions,  and  would  proceed  to  com- 
ment very  briefly  upon  them.  The  resolutions  were 
then  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  experience  has  shown  the  necessity 
of  defining  w'itlr  clearness  wdiat  shall  constitute  disor- 
derly conduct,  and  a contempt  of  this  house;  and  of 
prescribing  the  punishment  for  the  offence  before  the 
deed  is  done. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  if  not  in  conflict  w ith  its  letter,  to  pu- 
nish a citizen  or  a member  of  congress  for  disorderly 
conduct,  for  a contempt,  or  a breech  of  privilege,  until 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  the  facts  necessary  to  consti- 
tute it,  and  the  punishment  to  he  inflicted,  have  been 
clearly  defined  and  promulgated. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  following  shall  hence- 
forth constitute  part  of  the  standing  rules  of  this  house, 
viz: 

1.  If  any  person  or  persons  within  the  capital,  or  any 
of  the  enclosed  grounds  around  it,  or  within  any  street 
passing  by  or  around  such  enclosed  grounds,  shall  here- 
after make  a noise,  or  do  any  other  act  disturbing  or 
interrupting  the  deliberations  or  business  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  or  any  of  its  committees,  the  person 
or  persons  so  offending,  being  thereof  convicted,  by  a 
vote  or  resolution  of  the  house,  shall,  for  such  contempt, 
be  severely  reprimanded,  or  imprisoned  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  ten  days,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

2.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter  assault  or 
strike  any  member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  or 
any  other  person,  within  the  capitol,  or  any  of  the  en- 
closures around  the  grounds  of  the  capitol,  except  it  be 
in  self-defence,  or  some  lawful  purpose,  tiie  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a con- 
tempt to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  being  thereof 
convicted,  by  a vote  or  resolution  of  the  house,  shall  be 
imprisoned  therefor  for  a space  of  time  not  less  than 
sixty  nor  more  than  one  bundled  and  eighty  days,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

3.  The  person  or  persons  offending  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  two  preceding  rules,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  be  arrested  by  the  sergeant-at-arms,  upon  the 
warrant  of  the  speaker,  to  be  issued  upon  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  parly  applying  therefor. 

4.  Any  member  of  the  house  w’ho  shall,  by  contu- 
melious words  or  actions,  insult  any  other  member  of 
congress  within  the  capitol,  or  any  of  the  enclosures 
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around  it,  including  the  inclosures  to  the  east  of  the 
capitn],  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  hv  a vote  or  reso- 
lution of  the  house,  be  severely  reprimanded  ior  the 
first  offence,  and  expelled  for  the  second. 

5.  Any  member  of  the  house  who  shall  assault’ or 
strike  any  other  member  of  congress  w ithin  the  Capi- 
tol, or  within  any  of  the  enclosures  around  it,  including 
the  enclosure  to  the  east  of  the  capitol,  unless  in  sell- 
defence,  or  some  lawful  purpose,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  by  a vote  or  resolution  of  the  house,  be  expell- 
ed. 

6.  It  shall  require  a majority  of  four-fifths  to  suspend 
the  rules  in  order  to  permit  a member  to  notice  and 
repel  any  statements  which  may  be  found  in  print  or 
manuscript  reflecting  upon  the  moral,  political  or  offi- 
cial character  of  anyone. 

7.  Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives , 
That  the  following  shall  constitute  an  additional  joint 
rule  of  the  two  houses:  In  cases  of  personal  insult  or 
conflict  between  a senator  and  representative,  a com- 
mittee of  two  from  the  senate  and  three  from  the  house 
shall  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  facts,  and  report  to 
their  respective  houses  the  facts  of  the  case;  whereupon 
that  house  of  which  the  party  in  default  is  a member 
shall  proceed  to  punish  him  according  to  the  rules  of 
either  body  which  he  may  have  violated. 

A question  of  order  here  arose,  on  which  Messrs. 
Petrikin,  W.  Cost  Johnson  and  Underwood  made  some 
remarks,  when  the  chair  decided  the  resolutions 
to  be  in  order,  Mr.  Petrikin  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair,  which  appeal  was  debated  at 
some  length  by  Messrs  Petrikin,  Briggs  and  Banks, 
who  opposed  the  decision  ot  the  chair,  and  by 
Messrs.  Tillinghast  and  Underwood,  who  sustained 
it.  Mr.  Boyd  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table,  winch  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  main  question,  “shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative;  yeas  69,  nays 
108.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed,  and 
the  resolutions  were  declared  to  be  old  of  order. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  that,  as  some  gentlemen  had 
suggested  that  most  of  the  resolutions  which  he  had 
offered  were  in  cider,  provided  they  were  connected 
with  the  transaction  between  Messrs.  R.  Garland 
and  Bynum,  he  would  propose  to  offer  the  following 
resolution  as  the  first  of  the  series,  and  then  to 
strike  out  two  of  the  others — the  one  proposing  a 
change  of  the  rule  so  as  to  require  a majority  of 
four-filths,  and  the  other  proposing  joint  action  on 
the  part  of  the  two  houses.  The  following  resolu- 
tion was  then  read: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  ought  not  to  take  any  fur- 
ther notice  of  the  occurrence  between  Mr.  Rice  Gar- 
land and  Mr.  Jesse  A.  Bynum,  but  should  legislate  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  cases  in  future. 

[Here  follow  the  oilier  resolutions,  excepting  the 
two  numbered  six  and  seven  ] 

Mr.  Cushing  submitted  to  the  chair  that  these  re- 
solutions were  out  of  order. 

The  speaker,  referring  to  the  decision  just  made, 
said  in  Ins  opinion  they  were  so. 

Mr.  Underwood  appealed  from  this  decision. 

The  appeal  was  spoken  lo  by  Mr.  Underwood,  in 
opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and  by  Mr. 
Cushing  in  support  of  it.  And  on  the  question  be- 
ing taken  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  I Vise  and  Pope 
on  the  subject,  Mr.  Pope  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  oti  the  table,  which  the  house  refused  by  a 
vole  of  yeas  86,  nays  93. 

Mr.  Jenifer  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  should  any  member  upon  this  floor  so 
far  forget  the  respect  he  ow  es  to  his  own  character  and 
duty  to  the  house,  as  to  use  offensive  language  to  any 
of  his  fellow  members,  upon  being  called  to  order  and 
decided  to  be  out  of  order,  such  offending  member 
shall  immediately  be  called  on  to  make  a full  and  am- 
ple apology  to  the  house  and  to  the  member  offended, 
and  upon  refusal  be  expelled  from  his  seat  in  this  house. 

The  speaker  decided  this  resolution  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  justice  to  the  house  and  to 
the  country  emphatically  demanded  the  adoption  of 
some  measure  of  an  exemplary  character.  Justice 
demanded  it,  and  sympathy  must  give  way.  He  of- 
fered, therefore,  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  Rice  Garland  and  Jesse 
A.  Bynum,  in  fighting  upon  the  floor  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives during  the  session  of  congress,  was  a gross 
violation  of  the  dignity  of  the  house,  and  calls  upon  the 
house  to  vindicate  its  digni  ty  by  an  expulsion  of  the  said 
Rice  Garland  and  Jesse  A.  Bynum. 

Mr.  Chinn  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Craig  was  not  prepared,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  to  vote  for  this  resolution. 
It  savored  rather  of  an  ex  post  facto  proceeding.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  inserting: 

“That  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  what  action  should 
be  had  in  the  case;  and  also  what  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  prevent  like  occurrences  in  future,  and  to 
protect  the  members  of  the  house  from  insult  and  vio- 
lence.” 


Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting the  following: 

“That  Jesse  A.  Bynum  and  Rice  Garland  are  guilty 
of  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  house.” 

Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  asked  Mr.  Holmes  to  accept  the 
follow  ing  as  a modification  of  his  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  be  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  what 
further  proceedings  are  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
house,  and  also  the  form  in  which  said  proceedings 
shall  be  had. 

Mr.  Holmes  declined  to  do  so.  Mr.  Jenifer  spoke 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Holmes  resolution.  Mr.  Proffit  was 
opposed  to  the  expulsion  of  either  of  the  two  gentle- 
men. He  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  Mr.  Briggs  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  73,  nays  106.  So  the  house  refused 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  that  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  supported  his 
motion  by  some  rematks  on  the  consumption  of 
time,  obstruction  of  the  public  business,  &.c. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  addressed  the  house  at  con- 
siderable length,  insisting  on  the  importance  of  some 
decided  course  being  adopted  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  such  cases  of  violence  in  future. 

After  a lew  words  from  Messrs.  Underwood  and 
Cushing,  Mr.  Banks  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Bynum  remonstrated,  and  said  he  should  like  to 
be  heard  before  a final  vote  was  taken.  Mr.  Banks 
thereupon  withdrew  his  motion.  Mr.  Petrikin  de- 
clared himself  now  satisfied  that  his  motion  lor  in- 
definite postponement  was  not  in  order. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Stanly,  McKay,  Rhett,  Wise  and  Underwood.  Mr. 
Chinn  now  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  put  and  carried. 

But,  on  Mr.  Adams’  remonstrance,  who  declared 
he  could  not  vote  unless  the  parties  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard,  the  vote  lor  the  previous  ques- 
tion w'as  on  motion  of  Mr.  Andrews,  reconsidered — 
ayes  69,  noes  60. 

Mr.  Briggs  then  proposed  that  the  parties  be  now 
called  upon  to  state  their  objections,  if  any  they 
could  show,  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  de- 
claring them  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  privileges  of 
the  house. 

Messrs.  Garland  and  Bynum  declined  addressing 
the  house.  Mr.  McKay  and  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson 
spoke  in  explanation  and  in  further  enforcement  of 
the  views  taken  by  them  respectively. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  read  the  following,  which  he 
thought  would  be  proper  as  a preliminary  resolution, 
to  precede  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Briggs: 

“Whereas  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  facts 
of  the  case  of  violence  that  occurred  in  this  house  be- 
tween Messrs.  Rice  Garland  and  Jesse  A.  Bynum  have 
made  their  report,  and  this  house  is  now  about  to  take 
order  thereon: 

“ Resolved , That  Mr.  Speaker  call  on  the  said  Rice 
Garland  and  Jesse  A.  Bynum  now  to  show  cause,  if  any 
they  or  either  of  them  have,  why  the  house  should  not 
now'  proceed  to  act  and  adjudge  upon  the  facts  as  set 
forth  in  said  report,  and  that  they  now  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard  in  respect  to  the  facts  so  reported, 
and  in  respect  to  the  action  and  judgment  of  the  house 
thereon.’’  / 

The  chair  ruled  this  resolution  not  to  be  in  order 
at  present. 

Alter  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Briggs, 
Everett  and  Rhett.  Mr.  Weller  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Craig,  who  wished  to  change  the  relative  order  be- 
tween his  own  amendment  and  that  oflered  after- 
wards by  Mr.  Briggs:  he  wished  Mr.  B’s  to  go  first, 
and  his  own  to  iollow’.  He  accordingly  withdrew 
his  own  amendment,  and  then  ofieied  it  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Briggs. 

The  question  bping  about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  Tur- 
ney moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. — 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by  Mr.  Briggs; 
and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yi-as  63,  nays  95. 
So  the  house  refused  to  lay  tile  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weller  renewed  his  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  put  and  carried.  Mr. 
Craig  having  slightly  modified  his  amendment,  (Ihe 
effect  of  which,  if  adopted,  would  be  to  supersede 
both  the  report  and  Mr.  Briggs’  amendment  there- 
to), the  question  was  taken,  when  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Craig  was  adopted:  yeas  106,  nays  57.  So 
the  report  was  recommitted. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Friday.  May  15.  Vaiious  applications  were  made 
for  leave  to  present  petitions;  but,  objection  being 
made  on  every  case,  leave  was  refused  in  all. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  communications 
from  the  war  depaitment,  in  reply  to  calls  from  the 
house — one  on  Indian  affairs,  and  another  on  a ge- 
neral system  of  defence;  which  were  appropriately 
referred. 


Mr.  Thompson,  chairman  of  the  military  commit- 
tee, moved  that  2,000  extra  copies  of  the  latter  do- 
cument be  piinttd;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  made  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  have  the  first  Monday  of  J une  set  apart  lor 
the  consideralion  of  business  relating  to  the  Distiict 
of  Columbia. 

The  unfinished  business  being  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  public  printing,  and  the 
pending  question  from  Wednesday  last  being  on  a 
motion  for  the  previous  question  on  an  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Petrikin,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ano- 
ther amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine — 
Mr.  Pehikin  withdrew  his  amendment.  The  ques- 
tion, therelore,  was  still  on  the  call  lor  the  previous 
question,  but  applicable  now  to  Mr.  Evans’  amend- 
ment, (which  was  that  contained  in  a report  from 
the  minority  of  the  committee).  That  the  state  of 
the  question  may  be  more  fully  understood,  we  in- 
sert, first  tne  resolutions  reported  by  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  and  moved  in  the  house  by  Mr. 
Black,  their  chairman;  they  are  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  printing  of  congress,  unless  when 
otherwise  specially  ordered,  shall  be  done  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  and  form,  and  be  paid  for  at  the  prices 
hereinafter  set  forth. 

For  the  composition  of  every  page  of  bills,  85  cents; 
of  every  page  of  small  pica  plain  work,  85  cents;  of 
every  page  of  rule  work,  $1  70;  of  every  page  of  bre- 
vier rule  work,  $2  98;  and,  for  a larger  form  of  brevier 
rule  work,  in  proportion. 

For  the  press  work  of  bills,  including  paper,  folding 
and  stitching,  for  fifty  copies,  21  1-4  cents  per  page;  for 
four  hundred  copies,  $1  06  1-4  per  page:  for  the  press 
work  of  tables,  oilier  than  those  in  the  regular  octavo 
form,  for  six  hundred  copies,  including  paper,  folding 
and  stitching,  $4  67  1-2  per  form;  for  the  press  work  of 
the  journals,  of  nine  hundred  copies,  including  paper, 
folding  and  stitching,  85  cents  per  page;  for  all  other 
printing,  in  the  ociavo  form,  of  six  hundred  copies,  in- 
cluding paper,  folding  and  stitching,  74  4-10  cents  per 
page;  and.  fi  r a larger  or  smaller  number,  in  proportion. 

Resolved,  That  all  bills  shall  be  printed  on  cap  or 
double  cap  “sized’’  paper,  of  quality  equal  to  that  on 
which  bills  are  at  present  printed,  and  shall  contain 
not  less  than  1,888  pica  eras;  joint  resolutions  shall  be 
printed  on  the  same  paper,  in  the  same  type,  and  esti- 
mated in  the  same  way  as  bills.  Every  ociavo  page  of 
printing,  in  small  pica,  shall  be  executed  on  paper  of 
royal  or  double  royal  size,  of  the  same  quality  as  now 
used,  and  shall  contain  not  less  than  1,732  ems;  and 
every  brevier  page  shall  correspond  with  the  above  in 
size  and  quality,  and  shall  contain  not  less  than  3,060 
ems.  The  orders  of  the  day  and  calendar  shall  be 
printed  in  small  pica  type,  on  cap  or  double  cap  paper 
of  the  quality  now  used  for  bills,  and  each  page  shall 
contain  not  less  than  3,325  ems;  the  composition  there- 
of shall  be  paid  for  at  and  after  the  raie  of  price  paid 
for  royal  ociavo  pages  of  small  pica;  and  the  press  work 
thereof  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  as  charged  for 
the  press  work  of  bills. 

All  plain  or  figure  work  shall  be  set  in  small  pica; 
and,  when  there  are  notes  or  side  notes,  they  shall  be  set 
in  brevier.  All  rule  or  rule  and  figure  work  shall  be  set 
in  small  pica,  when  it  can  be  brought  into  pages  in  that 
type;  and  when  it  cannot  be  brought  into  pages  in 
small  pica,  it  shall  be  set  in  brevier;  and,  when  it  can- 
not be  brought  into  pages  with  either,  it  shall  be  set  in 
a brevier  broadside. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  one  of  the  minority  of  the 
same  committee,  moved  the  following  amendment, 
in  conformity  to  the  repoit  of  the  minority  of  that 
committee:  « 

“That,  as  it  appears  by  the  evidence,  two  offers  have 
been  made  to  execute  the  public  printing  for  this  house, 
one  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent,  less  than  the  price  fixed 
by  the  joint  resolution  of  March  3,  1819,  and  the  other 
at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  said  prices,  this 
bouse  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  pay  the  printers 
thereof  a higher  rate  of  compensation  than  the  prices 
at  which  other  persons  are  willing  to  do  the  work  who 
are  competent  to  perform  it: 

Resolved,  That  the  printing  of  the  present  house  of 
representatives,  execuied  since  the  election  of  the  prin- 
ters to  the  house,  and  hereafter  to  be  executed,  shall  be 
paid  for  at  a reduction  from  the  prices  fixed  by  the  joint 
resolution  passed  March  3,  1819,  at  the  following  rates, 
O)  wit:  Percent. 

For  the  price  for  composition  of  every  page  of 
small  pica,  plain  work,  at  a reduction  of  10 

Of  every  page  of  rule  work,  small  pica,  at  a re- 
duction of  40 

Of  every  page  of  brevier  rule  work,  at  a reduc- 
tion of  30 

Of  composition  of  all  other  kinds,  at  a reduction  of  15 
For  the  price  of  press  work  of  every  description, 
including  paper,  folding,  stitching,  including 
all  materials  and  delivery  at  the  capitol,  where 
the  ordinary  number  of  copies  are  required,  at 
a reduction  of  15 

And  where  an  extra  number  of  copies,  not  ex- 
ceeding 5 000,  are  required,  at  a reduction,  on 
the  extra  numbers,  of  30 

And  where  more  than  5,000  are  required  40 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  for  printing  shall  be 
made  out  as  heretofore,  at  the  prices  fixed  by  the  reso- 
lution of  1819;  and,  in  another  column,  against  the 
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amounts  carried  out  against  each  head  of  expense, 
shall  be  set  down  the  reduction  on  each  sum  at  the 
foregoing  rates;  and,  in  a third  column,  the  nett  amount 
to  be  paid  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  same  document  or  paper  is 
printed  for  both  houses  of  congress,  and  the  composi- 
tion of  the  same  is  charged  in  the  senate’s  printing,  no 
charge  for  composition  shall  be  made  in  the  house  print- 
ing, except  for  such  necessary  alteration  of  head-lines, 
&c.  as  is  required.’’ 

On  this  amendment  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved.  The  previous  question  vva§  now  se- 
conded, put  and  carried;  and  the  question  was  then 
put  on  adopting  the  substitute  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Biddle,  Briggs,  Brock- 
way,  Anson  Brown,  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Jas.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Diilett,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green,  Grinnell,  Hall,  Win.  S.  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  John  Hid,  of  Va.  Hoffman,  Hopkins, 
Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson, 
King,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Mitchell, 
Monroe,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Osborne, 
Palen,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rari- 
den,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgeway,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  Trueman  Smith,  Stanly,  Scorrs,  Steuart, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P.  J.  Wagner,  War- 
ren, E.  D.  White,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise — 93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell, 
Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  W.  O. 
Butler,  Bynum,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  M.  A.  Cooper,  William 
R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Cross,  Dana,  T.  Davee,  John  Davis, 
Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fletch- 
er, Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hand,  J.  Hastings,  Hawkins,  J.  Hill,  of  N.  C. 
Hillen,  Holleman,  Hook,  Howard,  Jameson,  C.  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McCulloh,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand, 
Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petrikin, 
Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Edward  Rogers, 
Ryall,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Thos. 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swea- 
ringen, Svveney,  Taylor,  J.  Thompson,  Turney,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  J. 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Worthington — 107. 

So  the  proposed  substitute  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  adopting  the  re- 
solution reported  by  the  majority  ofthe  committee, 
it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas 
175,  nays  13.  So  the  report  ot  the  committee  fin 
favor  of  15  per  cent,  reduction)  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  to  recommit  the  residue 
ofthe  report,  viz:  that  part  which  relates  to  sepa- 
rating the  public  printing  from  the  political  press, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  hill,  a project  of 
which  is  contained  in  the  minority’s  report. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Wise  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  104,  nays  89.  So  the  subject  of  Ihe  se- 
paration of  the  printing  from  newspaper  establish- 
ments was  laid  on  the  table. 

* Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  submit  a motion  that  the  house  re- 
solve itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
ofthe  union.  Mr.  J.  said  it  was  due  to  gentlemen 
on  all  sides  to  state  that  his  object  was,  when  in 
committee,  to  move  to  take  up  the  independent 
treasury  bill,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  he  should 
have  the  co-operation  not  only  of  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  but  also  of  its  opponents,  who,  on  other 
occasions,  had  expressed  their  apprehensions  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  supporters  of  this  admi- 
nistration not  to  act  upon  the  bill  at  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  going  into 
committee,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows — 
yeas  117,  nays  83.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Sundry  private  bills,  heretofore  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  were  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  New  York  fire  bill 
having  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Curtis  moved  a slight 
amendment  thereto,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  the  previous  question  on  order- 
ing the  hill  to  its  third  reading,  which  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative,  yeas  87,  nays  80 — so  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  now,  and  the 
question  being  on  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Parris  ask- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin moved  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  to  the 
committee  on  commerce,  and  after  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  P.  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Proffit 


called  for  the  previous  question,  which  was  second- 
ed. Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question;  and,  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  69,  nays  83.  So  the  main  question  was  not 
ordered.  The  etfeet  of  this  vote,  by  the  rule,  was 
to  put  the  bill  from  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house  for  this  day. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
mittee on  the  hills  enumerated  on  the  three  first 
pages  of  the  private  calendar,  on  which  motion  no 
quorum  voted.  At  4 o’clock,  after  an  hour  and  an 
half  spent  in  motions  to  adjourn,  and  a call  of  the 
house,  the  house  went  into  committee  ofthe  whole 
(Mr.  B/  fggs,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair)  on  the 
three  first  pages  of  the  private  calendar.  After 
proceeding  some  time  therein,  Mr.  Hubbard  (at  a 
quarter  before  5)  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. — 
On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked, and, 
being  ordered  were,  yeas  42,  nays  68.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn.  And,  alter  several  ineffectual 
motions  for  a call  of  the  house,  yeas  and  nays,  &c. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  16.  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  a sus- 
pensions of  the  rule  for  tile  purpose  of  calling  the 
states  for  petitions. 

Mr.  Briggs  rose,  he  said,  to  a privileged  motion. 
He  wished  to  move  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  house  had  yesterday  adopted  a reso- 
lution reported  by  the  select  committee  of  public 
printing. 

[This  resolution,  it  will  be  remembered,  provided 
for  a reduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  prices  of 
the  public  printing  as  fixed  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1819.] 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  said  vote, 
remarking  that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  should 
offer  the  following  substitute  for  the  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  printing  of  the  . present  house  of 
representatives  shall  be  paid  for  at  a reduction  of  twen- 
ty per  cent,  from  the  prices  fixed  by  the  joint  resolution 
passed  March  3,  1819. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  motion  to  reconsider  yesterday’s  vote. 

The  speaker  asked  leave  to  lay  before  the  house 
a letter  from  Messrs.  Blair  & Rives. 

Mr.  Petrikin  said,  if  there  was  going  to  be  any 
debate,  he  should  object. 

The  letter  was  then  read.  It  sets  forth  that  the 
prices  of  certain  work,  the  name  and  character 
whereof  the  reporter  does  not  comprehend,  were 
not  fixed  by  the  resolution  adoped  yesterday;  and 
that  they  would,  therefore,  if  no  further  order  was 
made  by  the  house,  charge  it  as  other  printers  had 
heretofore  charged  it,  fifteen  per  cent  off. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Everett  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  if  it  should  prevail, 
would  not  suspend  the  operation  or  passage  of  the 
resolution  of  yesterday? 

The  speaker  said  that,  under  the  practice  of  pre- 
ceding speakers,  it  would  supend  the  operation  of 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  72,  nays  94.  So  the 
call  was  refused. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  view  of  the  decision 
just  made  by  the  speaker,  withdrew  his  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsideron  the  table, and  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  latter  motion. 

The  demand  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  89,  nays  98.  So  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday w as  not  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Petrikin  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  states 
and  territories  for  petitions. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  leave  to  offer 
a resolution,  providing  that  from  and  after  Monday 
next,  the  house  would  take  a recess  from  two 
o’clock  to  half  past  three  each  day.  Objection  be- 
ing made,  Mr.  D.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Huffman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  whic|r  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  were:  yeas  130,  nay  43. 
So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

And  the  resolution  being  then  before  the  house, 
Mr.  Davis  modified  it  so  as  to  change  the  hour  of 
the  recess  from  half  past  two  in  four  o'clock. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  Mr.  Davis  to  accept,  as  a 
modification  of  his  own,  Ihe  following  proposition, 
which  was  read  for  information:  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  “resolved,”  and  insert: 

“That  until  the  further  order  of  the  house,  this  house 
will  meet  at  ten  o’clock  and  w ill  adjourn  at  four  o’clock; 
but  a motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  in  order  at  any  time, 
as  heretofore.” 

Mr.  Davis  declined  accepting  (he  modification. 


Mr.  Barnard  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Davis'  resolution,  which  were  not 
ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  the  house  determined  lhat  from  and  after  Mon- 
day next  it  would  take  a recess  form  half  past  two 
to  four  o’clock. 

The  speaker  then  called  the  committees  for  re- 
ports, when  a number  were  presented.  And  the 
hour  having  elapsed,  the  speaker  announced  the  pri- 
vate bills  of  the  day. 

A number  of  printed  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table 
were  taken  up,  read  twice  by  their  title,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  directing 
the  appointment  of  a joint  committee  on  Messrs. 
Clark  & Force’s  contract,  was  taken  up,  read 
twice,  and  was  subsequently  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  this  house  was  ordered  to  consist  of  five 
members. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  New  York  fire  bill 
(which  had  been  taken  from  under  the  considera- 
tion ofthe  house  yesterday  by  the  failure  to  sustain 
the  demand  forthe  previous  question)  again  coming 
ii])  in  its  order,  and  the  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Petnkxn  for  recommitment  to 
the  committee  on  commerce — Mr.  Petrikin  modi- 
fied his  motion  so  as  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  claims,  and  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded.  And  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  taken,  which  main  question  was 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Petrikin  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  80,  nays  95. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Griffin  then  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  rejected.  Mr.  Hubbard 
demanded  the  previous  question;  which  was  second- 
ed. And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  ta- 
ken. 

Mr.  Hubbard  asked  the  }'eas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  78, 
nays  96.  So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  be  excused  from  further  service  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs,  on  the  ground  of  ill  health. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Briggs  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  private  bills. 

After  remaining  some  time  therein  the  commit- 
tee found  itself  without  a quorum  and  accordingly 
rose  and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
of  this  morning  ordering  a recess.  The  question 
was  laid  over  till  Monday. 

A motion  being  then  made  to  adjourn,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  upon  it;  arid,  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  63,  nays  60. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  18.  Mr.  Atherton  moved  a supen- 
sion  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
submit  a motion  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  Ihe  slate  of  the  union 
on  the  bill  commonly  known  as  the  sub-treasury 
bill.  Mr.  Cushing  objected. 

Mr.  Lincoln  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered.  Mr.  Evans  (Ihe  house  being  very  thin) 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  on  which  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
86,  nays  48.  So  the  call  was  ordered.  Tile  clerk 
then  called  the  roll,  and  162  members  answered  to 
their  names.  After  some  further  progress  in  the 
call,  all  further  proceedings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leet , 
were  suspended. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
the  motion  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  into  committee  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  and  was  decided  in  tlie  negative:  yeas  106, 
nays  77,  (not  two-thirds).  So  the  rules  were  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  Atherton  then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution  that  the  house 
would,  at  12  o’clock  to-morrow,  go  inlo  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  sub- 
treasury bill,  and  at  the  same  hour  on  each  succeed- 
ing day  until  disposed  of,  and  (hat  (lie  bill  should 
take  precedence  over  all  other  business.  Mr.  A. 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  were:  yeas  105,  nays  79,  (not  two- 
thirds).  So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Monroe  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  forthe 
purpose  of  offering  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will,  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o’clock,  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  thestateof 
(he  union,  and  take  up  the  several  appropriation  bills 
reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  the 
order  that  said  committee  of  ways  and  means  may 
prefer;  and  after  said  appropriation  bills  shall  be  dis- 
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posed  of,  then  to  take  up  the  independent  treasury  hill; 
and  this  order  shall  remain  until  all  said  bills  are  dis- 
posed of,  except  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  which  shall, 
as  under  the  rules  of  the  house,  he  devoted  to  private 

bills. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  conversation  and 
motions,  when  Mr.  M.  withdrew  it,  giving  notice  of 
his  intention  to  renew  it  to-morrow. 

This  day,  under  the  rules,  was  set  apart  for  the 
reception  of  resolutions,  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin,  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  states  and  territories  for  petitions. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  in  the  call  of  the  states 
commencing  with  Massachusetts,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Randolph  present- 
ed a petition  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying 
for  the  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sa1?  s 
of  the  public  lands,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port a bill  in  accordance  therewith. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  R.  the  speaker 
decided  that  the  motion,  it  it  gave  rise  to  debate, 
must  lie  over;  but  that  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
the  previous  question  note— this  having  been  done 
in  former  cases. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Petrikin  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble. Mr.  Randolph  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  Mrf Lewis  moved  a call  of  the  house, 
but  the  call  was  not  oidered.  And  on  the  question 
laying  the  subject  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in 
the  atlirmative,  yeas  89,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Leet,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  received 
and  was  requested  to  present  a memorial  adopted 
at  a large  and  respectable  meeting  of  citizens  ot  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  held  at  Green  Bay,  on  the 
12th  of  February  last.  This  memorial,  said  Mr.  L. 
requests  congress  to  make  appropriations  in  aid  of 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers,  as  also  the  military  road  from  Fort 
Howard  to  Fort  Crawlord;  which  appropriations,  it 
is  suggested,  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  warcfepartinent.  The  memorialists  also  pray 
that  a port  of  entry  be  established  at  the  town  of 
Green  Bay.  Mr.  Leet  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  territories,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

And  it  being  now  half  past  two  o’clock,  the  house, 
in  execution  of  a resolution  of  Saturday,  took  a re- 
cess until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  four  o’clock  the  house  pro- 
ceeded with  the  unfinished  business  of  the  day,  be- 
ing the  reception  of  petitions,  when  a number  were 
presented. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  motion  made  by  him  on  Saturday  last,  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  w hich  the  house  had  determined 
to  take  a daily  recess,  be  postponed  until  Thursday. 
Mr.  A.  said  his  object  was  to  move  a resolution 
providing  that  the  house  would  meet  at  10  and  re- 
main in  session  until  4 P.  M.  And  the  motion  to 
postpone  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  certain  join  resolutions  from 
the  legislature  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  road,  and  moved  their 
reference  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  with 
instructions  to  report  a bill  for  the  continuation  of 
said  road  through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  Before  the  question  on  this  motion  was 
decided,  the  house  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Mississippi,  adjourned. 

[{£3“Within  a few  days  past  the  following  addi- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  standing  committees  of 
the  house  of  representatives: 

Committee  of  elections. — Of  this  committee,  Mr. 
Randall,  of  Maine,  has  been  appointed  a member, 
vice  Mr.  Crabb,  excused. 

Committee  on  military  affairs. — Of  this  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  appointed  a 
member,  rice  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  excused.  By  this 
resignation,  (Mr.  Johnson  having  been  chairman  of 
the  committee),  gen.  1'hompson,  of  South  Carolina, 
whose  name  stood  next  to  that  of  Mr.  Johnson  on 
the  committee  list,  has  become  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Committee.on  the  public  lands. — Mr.  Mason  of 
Ohio,  has  bee^i  appointed  a member  of  this  commit- 
tee, vice  Mr.  Corwin  excused.] 

Tuesday,  May  19.  By  general  consent,  a con- 
siderable number  of  petitions  were  presented  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Petrikin,  on  his  own  motion,  was  excused 
from  serving  on  the  joint  committee  appointed, 
under  a resolution  of  the  two  houses,  on  the  con- 
tract of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  (the  rules  having 
been  suspended  for  the  purpose),  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  (Mr.  Garland  in  the  chair)  on  the 
bill  heretofore  reported  from  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs,  entitled  “A  bill  to  carry  into  effect  a 


convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Cushing,  Lewis 
Williams  and  Rice  Gurlund,  the  bill  passed  through 
committee  of  the  whole,  having  received  a slight 
amendment,  and  was  reported  to  the  house,  read  a 
second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  on  the  judici- 
ary, reported,  with  amendment,  the  senate  bill  to 
extend  the  several  acts  and  provisions  now  in  force 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  to  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  house 
passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

After  the  reference  of  several  senate  bills  on  the 
speaker’s  table,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  un- 
finished business  thereon,  being  the  bill  heretofore 
introduced  by  Mr.  Bell,  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
elections;  the  pending  question  being  “shall  the 
bill  be  rejected?” 

Mr.  Gentry,  who  held  the  floor  from  the  day  on 
which  the  bill  had  last  been  up  in  its  order,  ad- 
dressed the  house  generally  in  reference  to  the 
principles  of  this  bill,  and  their  identity  w ith  those 
upon  which  the  present  party  came  into  power, 
thougli  now  repudiated  by  them;  and  he  replied  at 
length  to  the  published  remarks  of  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Walterson ) who  last  addressed  the  house  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  G.  had  riot  concluded  when,  the  appointed 
time  having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  After  the  recess  Mr.  Gentry 
resumed  and  concluded  the  course  of  his  remarks; 
when 

Mr.  Brown,  ofTennessee,  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  at  the  earnest  request  of 

Mr.  Watterson , of  Tennessee,  who  spoke  for 
some  time  in  reply  to  that  portion  of  Mr.  Gentry's 
speech  in  which  his  own  political  course  had  been 
handled  without  much  ceremony. 

Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  to  Mr.  Brown,  on  the  condition  that  he 
should  speak  to  the  present  bill;  as  to  discussion  of 
matters  and  things  in  general,  he  was  getting  very 
tired  of  it. 

Mr.  Brown  promised;  and  then,  after  going  at 
some  length  into  a reply  to  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Bell  some  time  ago,  on  the  general  grounds  of  the 
bill,  he  pioceeded  to  a regular  analysis  of  its  pro- 
visions, commencing  with  the  title  and  so  advanc- 
ing in  order.  He  had  entered  a short  way  into  the 
subject,  when  he  yielded  for  a motion  to  adjourn; 
which,  alter  having  been  made,  withdrawn,  and 
renewed,  was  finally  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  84,  nay3  62. 

So  the  house,  at  about  half  past  six  o’clock,  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday , May  20 . The  journal  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Petrikin  was  amended. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
consolidating  certain  land  offices,  with  instructions 
to  strike  out  a clause  thereof  giving  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  discretionary  power  to  consolidate  un- 
der certain  circumstances.  The  motion  did  not 
prevail  — ayes  68,  noes  92.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a third  time,  and  passed. 

Reports  from  committees  were  then  received. 

A bill  fiom  the  senate  granting  pre-emption 
rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  was  reported 
by  Mr.  Crary,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  with  a recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  explained  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  bill  was  reported,  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands  being  equally  divid- 
ed in  opinion;  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  but  had 
reported  it  as  directed  by  the  committee,  that  a de- 
cision of  the  house  upon  it  might  be  had. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  it  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  motion  of  reference  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  White  and  R.  Garland  in  favor,  and  Messrs. 
Steuart,  Chapman  and  Casey,  against  the  reference 
— The  chair  decided  the  bill  under  the  rule  must  be 
referred,  an  appeal  was  taken,  but  before  any  deci- 
sion was  had  on  the  appeal,  the  morning  hour  hav- 
ing expired,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Sundry  senate  bills  were  read  and  referred. 

The  house  then  recurred  to  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections,  the  pend- 
ing question  being,  “shall  the  bill  be  rejected?”  and 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  having  the  floor  from 
last  evening,  resumed  his  review  and  discussion  of 
the  several  sections  of  the  bill.  Mr.  B.  continued  to 
speak  until  the  hour  of  recess  (half  past  two  o’clock) 
without  concluding  his  remarks. 


Evening  session.  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  re- 
sumed his  remarks.  In  the  course  ol  them  he  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Banks, 
ot  Virginia,  after  having  alluded  to  the  course  of 
Mr.  Bell  in  relation  to  abolilion  petitions.  But 
having  been  permitted  to  proceed,  left  that  part  of 
the  subject,  and  in  a few  moments  closed  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  John  Davis,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question.  And  there  was  a second.  And  the 
question  being  on  ordering  the  main  question — Mr. 
Bell  rose,  and  said  that  some  of  his  friends  wished 
him  to  say  that  he  desired  to  speak  in  reply  to  the 
allusion  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Brown).  He  had,  of  course,  expected 
to  speak,  and  was  looking  lor  an  opportunity  to  do 
so  at  the  very  moment  the  previous  question  was 
called. 

Mr.  Slanly  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  taking  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were:  yeas  92,  nays  53.  So  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Underwood  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill; 
which  having  been  read — Mr.  Turney  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question;  which  were 
ordered.  And  the  main  question,  “shall  the  hill  be 
rejected?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative: yeas  108,  nays  53.  So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  the  house  then  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair).  Mr.  A.  moved  that  the  committee  do  take 
up  the  senate  bill  commonly  known  as  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  up  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bill. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  first  of  the  two 
motions,  it  was  decided  (by  tellers)  in  the  affirma- 
tive: ayes  101,  noes  69. 

Much  confusion  prevailed,  and  some  discussion 
followed  on  a point  of  order,  but  no  question  was 
taken. 

So  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union  took  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  emitted 
“an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe  keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue.” 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  first  section  thereof',  Mr.  Cushing 
submitted  a motion  that  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill  be  stricken  out.  [This  motion  opened  the 
w hole  merits  of  the  bill  for  debate  ] 

Mr.  Cushing  said  it  was  his  intention  to  debate 
the  provisions  of  the  bill;  but  that,  before  he  did 
so,  he  would  make  a suggestion  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton),  who  had 
the  custody  of  it.  The  bill,  important  as  it  was, 
and  being  in  fact  the  measure  of  this  administra- 
tion came  here  without  any  report  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  and  the  house,  therefore, 
was  without  any  exhibition  of  the  views  which 
guided  the  committee  in  reporting  this  project  of  a 
law.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  or  any  other  gentleman  of 
the  committee  was  desirous  to  address  the  commit- 
tee on  behalf  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  and  to  go 
into  its  merits,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  yield  the  floor 
for  the  purpose.  Nay,  more — he  proffered  it — he 
invited  any  gentleman  to  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  bill  before  he  (Mr.  C.)  spoke  of  its  demerits. 

[The  reporter  thinks  it  right  here  to  remark  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
(Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,)  and  to  whom  the  custody 
of  this  bill  properly  belongs,  is  detained  from  the 
house  by  indisposition.] 

Mr.  Atherton  declined  availing  himself  of  the 
courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Cushing). 

This  (Mr.  A.  said)  was  not  a new  measure, 
either  to  the  members  of  the  house  or  to  the  coun- 
try. It  had  been  several  times  recommended  by 
the  president  in  his  annual  messages,  and  there 
had  been  one  or  two  reports  made,  in  each  branch 
of  congress,  in  relation  to  its  merits.  Not  only  so, 
but  he  must  refer  to  a remark  made  by  one  of  the 
gentleman’s  own  friends,  that  every  member  of  this 
house  was  sent  here  by  his  constituents  either/or 
or  against  this  bill.  A majority  ol  the  Hbuse  had 
decided  to  take  it  up.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  now'  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause;  and  he  (Mr.  A),  could  only  say  that  it  was 
for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  offer  to 
the  house  and  the  country  the  reasons  why  he  had 
made  that  motion.  Until  he  had  done  so,  Mr.  A. 
would  decline  to  speak. 

Mr.  Cushing  then  took  the  floor,  in  obedience  to 
the  general  voice;  after  declaring  his  readiness  to 
go  on,  either  to-night  or  in  the  morning,  he  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Briggs,  on  whose  motion  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
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The  rev.  Dr.  Channing  has  resigned  the  salary,  but 
not  the  office  of'  pastor  of  Federal  street  church,  Boston. 

Colonization. — Mr.  S.  Wilkeson,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  American  Colonization  society 
has  made  known  through  the  New  York  papers,  that 
the  suits  instituted  in  the  Mississippi  court  to  defeat  the 
will  of  captain  Ross,  and  his  daughter  Mrs.  Reed,  by 
which  the  proceeds  of  their  respective  large  estates  were 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  colonization  of  between  three 
and  four  hundred  emancipated  slaves,  have  proved  un- 
successful, (he  decision  being  in  favor  of  the  Colonization 
society.  It  is  intended  to  settle  them  at  Sinou,  in  Li- 

On  Thursday  the  ship  Belvidera  sailed  from  Balti- 
more, for  Trinidad,  with  135  colored  emigrants. 

Elliott  Cresson,  esq.  is  lecturing  to  attentive  audiences 
in  Mobile,  Ala.  May  11. 

Cotton  market. — SOO  bales  sold  on  the  16th,  at  New 
York,  at  the  rates  unaltered  by  the  arrival  of  the  British 
Queen.  On  the  18th,  1,000  bales  sold;  Uplands  6a9  1-4 
cts.  per  lb.  On  the  19th  there  appears  to  be  a steady 
business  doing  in  cotton;  prices  are  not  so  firm  as  they 
were  but  no  reduction  has  take  place  in  rales;  the  sales 
amount  to  about  900  bales. 

From  the  1st  October,  1339,  to  the  30th  April,  1840, 
64,823  bales  of  cotton  were  shipped  from  Apalachicola 
and  St.  Joseph’s,  Florida. 

New  Orleans  dates  of  9th  May  say:— “On  Wednes- 
day last,  Liverpool  accounts,  via  New  York,  came  lo 
hand;  and,  being  considered  rather  more  favorable  than 
was  expected,  our  market  became  quite  active,  and  the 
salesof  the  day  exceeded  5,000  bales,  at  the  asking  price 
of  factors;  principally  clean  bright  cotton  for  the  conti- 
nent at  8 1-4  a 8 3 4 cts.  per  lb.  Thursday’s  sales  were 
3.000  bales,  and  the  market  without  change;  fair  inquir- 
ed for  at  8 1-4  a 8 1-2  per  lb.  Yesterdav  the  maket  be- 
came dull  again,  and  sales  of  about  2.030  bales;  in  some 
instances,  at  a slight  decline  on  the  low  qualities.  To- 
day we  are  expecting  the  Great  Western  accounts 
which  will  influence  our  market  one  way  or  the  other 
for  the  next  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Fennimore  Cooper  has  instituted  a suit  against 
Mr.  Benjamin,  of  the  New  World  newspaper,  for  a libel, 
laying  his  damages  at  $5,000. 

Caft.  Isaac  Davis,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  offi- 
cer who  fell  in  the  American  revolution.  A bill  for 
placing  the  name  of  Hannah  Leighton,  his  widow,  now 
94  years  of  age  and  very  poor,  upon  the  pension  list, 
passed  the  U.S.  senate  last  week,  ayes  30,  nays  9. 

Fanny  Essler,  a distinguished  dansceus , has  arrived 
from  Europe,  and  is  attracting  full  houses  at  New  York, 
in  spite  of  hard  times. 

Electro-magnatism.  A boat  has  been  propelled  on 
the  river  Neva  by  electro-magnetism;  with  what  degree 
of  success  is  not  stated. 

The  rev.  Stephen  Elliott,  jr.  professor  of  sacred 
literature  and  the  evidences  of  Christianity,  was  elected 
bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Georgia  on  the  4th  inst.  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  then  in  session. 

Exchanges.  At  New  York  18th  inst.  bills  on  Lon- 
don 7a8;  on  Paris  5f.  27  1-2. 

Domestic. — Philadelphia  5 1-2;  Baltimore  5 1-4;  Rich- 
mond 6 1-2  a 6 3-4;  Charleston  4 1-2  a 4 3-4;  Augusta  13 
a 14;  Macon  14;  Savannah  8 1-2  a 9 1-2;  Mobile  12  a 
12  1-2;  New  Orleans  8 a 9;  St.  Louis  10;  Louisville  9; 
Cincinnati  8 1-2;  Nashville  15. 

F’RES.  The  woollen  factory  belonging  to  Mr.  E.  W. 
Lawton,  at  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  was  burnt  down  on  the 
15th  inst. — Loss  about  $14,030— me  half  insured. 

The  largest  factory  at  Amoskeag  Falls,  N.  H.  was 
destroyed=by  fire,  on  Thursday  last.  It  was  the  Is- 
land Mill  factory,  owned  by  the  Amoskeag  Co.  Loss 
estimated  at  $40,000,  insured  at  Boston  for  $25,000. 

The  town  of  Seilenches,  in  Switzerland,  was  entire- 
ly consumed  by  fire  on  21st  of  April.  Two  hundred 
and  fify  houses  were  burnt,  and  but  four  or  five  were 
left  standing. — A hundred  person-  lost  their  lives. 

Three  fires  occured  in  Charleston  on  the  morning  of 
the  15:h  instant.  The  first  involved  the  destruction  of 
Mr.  E.  M.  Whiting’s  machine  shop,  on  Boundary 
street.  An  hour  afterwards  two  stables — one  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  John  Davees,  and  the  other  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Marshal,  in  Alexander  street— were 
destroyed.  The  third  alarm  arose  from  the  burning  of 
a cotton  shed,  containing  60  bales  which  were  consum- 
ed, belonging  to  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Teasdale  & Co. 

Flour.  No  less  than  93,529  barrels  of  flour  and 
37,195  bushels  of  wheat  were  delivered  at  Albany  from 
the  Erie  eanal,  during  the  week  running  from  the  7 ih 
to  the  14ihinst. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal,  there  were  upwards 
of  30,000  barrels  of  flour  in  Buffalo. 

10,000  barrels  have  been  shipped  from  Toledo  for  the 
Boston  market. 

Flour  sold  at  Detroit  at  $3  50  a 3 75  per  barrel  on 
the  9th  inst. 

At  New  Orleans  on  the  same  day  $3  90  to  3 93. 

New  York , May  IS,  1840.  The  receiprs  of  Gennes- 
see  flour  last  week  are  put  down  at  60,000  bbls.  and  to- 
day at  15,000,  and  almost  all  of  it  has  been  sold  at 
$4  75  a 4 83.  To-day  2,000  bbls.  were  taken  for  ship- 
ment to  Havre  at  $4  75;  of  coarse  southern  flour,  un- 


May 19z/i.  Flour  continues  to  arrive  freely,  and  the 
sales  rather  press  on  the  arrivals,  so  that  prices  are  quite 
firm.  Common  Gennessee,  wiih  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Michigan  in  flat  hoops  and  handsome  order  sell  at 
$4  75  and  scarcely  can  any  brands  of  Genessee  be 
obtained  at  that  price;  Ohio,  in  round  hoops,  sold  this 
morning  at  $4  72;  southern  $4  75  a 8,  and  $5  12. 
Corn  is  dull  at  53  a 55  cents.  Rye  55  a 57  cents,  for 
northern.  Northern  oats  33  a 40  cents.  Potashes  $5  50, 
free  sales. 

Frauds  on  the  revenue.  Collector  Hoyt  seized  or 
caused  to  be  seized  on  the  13th  instant,  an  immense 
amount  of  jewelry,  in  a store  in  Broadway,  New  York. 

Gen.  Sam.  Houston,  ex-president  of  Texas,  is  on 
his  way  to  Alabama,  says  the  Picayune,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  leading  to  the  altar  a beautiful  young  lady  of 
that  state. 


Letters.  Nearly  12,000  letters,  besides  newspapers, 
phamplets,  &c.  were  brought  out  by  the  British  Queen 
at  New  York  from  England. 

Levis.  The  absconding  cashier  of  the  Schuylkill 
bank  has  been  arrested  at  Paris,  at  the  instance  of  an 
American  citizen,  on  the  charge  of  having  entered 
France  with  a false  passport  as  a Spanish  subject.  The 
prosecutor  is  a stockholder  in  the  Schuylkill  bank. 
Mr.  Levis’ paper;,  it  is  said,  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  gen.  Cass.  Galignani’s  Messenger  has  the 
following  account  of  his  arrest: 

“The  prefect  of  police  having  been  officially  inform- 
ed, on  Monday  last,  that  a person  named  Hosea  John 
Levis,  the  cashier  of  the  banking  house  of  Messrs. 
Schuylkill,  at  Philadelphia,  had  absconded  from  the 
United  States  wiih  more  than  four  millions  of  francs, 
and  was  supposed  to  have  proceeded  to  Paris,  gave 
such  instructions  for  tracing  him  that  he  was  arrested 
on  Tuesday,  at  No.  3 in  the  Rue  Feydeau,  where  he 
had  just  arrived  from  Bordeaux,  and  was  living  in  a 
small  apartment,  wiih  every  appearance  of  parsimony, 
in  order,  as  it  is  conjectured,  to  avoid  suspicion.  The 
greater  part  of  the  stolen  property,  and  a large  quanti- 
ty of  account  books  and  papers,  were  found  in  his  pos- 
session. The  prisoner  was  immediately  taken  to  the 
depot  of  the  prefecture,  and  information  was  sent  to  the 
American  embassy. 

Money  market.  New  York,  May  19.  There  is  a 
change  in  the  discount  on  out  of  town  notes.  Notes 
of  the  Free  banks  of  the  far  west,  such  as  Erie  co. 
Buffalo,  St.  Lawrence,  Millers,  &.c.  are  very  plenty, 
and  the  brokers  charge  2 a 2 1-4  discount.  Safety  fund 
and  free  banks  whose  bills  are  not  abundant,  are  ta- 
ken at  1 1-4  dis. 

The  Philadelphia  LT.  S.  Gazette  of  the  19th  says: — 
Money  matters  remain  perfecily  easy  among  our  sound 
business  men;  but  little  demand  out  of  doors,  and  that 
little  of  the  proper  stamp,  readily  taken  at  7 a 8 per  cent, 
per  annum.  United  States  bank  post  notes,  7 per  cent, 
long  dates. 

Bicknell’s  (Phiia.)  Reporter  of  Tuesday  says — We 
learn  with  pleasure,  that  nearly  all  our  Philadelphia  in- 
stitutions are  conducting  their  operations  with  a view  to 
resumption  in  January  next.  This  is  the  true  policy — 
nay,  it  is  the  only  policy  than  can  be  pursued  with  any 
thing  like  honesty  or  safety. 

Missionaries.  The  new  ship  Gen.  Harrison,  capt. 
Bullard,  sailed  on  Saturday  morning  from  Boston  for 
Calcutta.  She  carries  out  several  missionaries,  be- 
longing to  the  Baptist  persuasion. 

The  Mormons,  since  their  dispersion  in  Missouri, 
have  collected  in  great  numbers  at  a place  they  have 
christened  Nauvoo,  in  Illinois,  where  they  are  daily  re- 
ceiving numerous  accessions  of  families  and  indivi- 
duals. They  have  erected  about  303  houses  there  since 
October  last.  They  had  3,090  disciples  collected  at  a 
recent  conference  at  Nauvoo. 

Newspapers-^  There  are  now  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-five  newspapers  and  other  periodi- 
cals published  in  this  country,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  published  in  New  England,  (Massachusetts  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four);  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  in  the  state  of  New  York,  two  hundred  and  fifiy- 
three  in  Pennsylvania,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  in 
Ohio.  The  next  largest  number  in  a single  state  is 
sixty-nine,  and  the  smallest  number  three. 

William  M.  Price,  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney, it  will  be  remembered,  disappeared  without 
notice,  one  fine  morning  in  December,  1833,  leaving 
behind  him  a letter  to  the  president,  in  which  he  relin- 
quished office,  and  added,  that  any  apparent  balance 
against  him  in  his  accounts  would  be  more  than  squar- 
ed, if  allowances  for  sums  properly  due  to  him  were 
made.  Since  that  time,  he  has  been  published  and  re- 
published as  a defaulter. 

He  now  returns  to  all  appearances  voluntarily,  a pas- 
senger in  the  British  Queen,  and  on  arriving  at  New 
York,  called  on  Mr.  Butler,  the  present  district  attor- 
ney, accompanied  by  his  counsel,  and  informed  him 
that  he  was  ready  to  answer  any  demand  the  govern- 
ment had  against  him.  Mr.  Butler  said  he  was  not 
prepared  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter,  but  must  wait 
for  instructions  from  Washington,  which  he  expects  in 
a day  or  two-  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Price  asserts  he  has 
large  claims  to  prefer  against  the  government. 

Later  accounts  state  that  Mr.  Price  was  arrested  at 
the  suit  of  the  United  States,  by  the  district  marshal.- 


der  such  circumstances,  attracts  but  little  notice,  as  the  After  some  hours  detention  he  was  liberated  on  bail  to 


better  sorts  are  held  at  $5. 


| the  amount  of  $82,090,  which  he  readily  procured. 


Rail  road  engine.  An  engine  from  the  Western 
rail  road,  last  week,  took  from  the  Worcester  depouin 
Boston  to  Worcester  a train  of  30  freight  cars,  laden 
with  102  nett  tons  of  merchandise,  about  double  the 
quantity  usually  carried  over  the  Worcester  road  in  a 
train.  [Boston  Atlas. 

Stock  market.  'The  U.  S.  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  N.  York  72;  at.  Philadelphia  78  1-2;  Girard  at  Phi- 
ladelphia 39  1-2  40;  Vicksburg  at  do.  17  1-2. 

A letter  from  London  of  April  30th,  says,  .£100,000 
Indiana  sterling  were  negociated  in  Paris  a few  days 
since  at  about  82. 

The  New  York  American,  of  Tuesday  afternoon, 
says — stocks  have  risen  to-day — the  effect  of  fine  wea- 
ther and  of  the  accounts  by  the  British  Queen,  which 
proved,  at  least,  abundance  of  money  in  London. — 
As  to  the  condition  of  American  stocks  in  that  mar- 
ket, at  the  latest  date,  the  following  extract  from  an 
authentic  source,  speaks  plainly  enough: 

London  ZOlh  April.  We  are  in  some  respects  mend- 
ing in  the  American  stock  market.  United  States 
bank  shares  are  done  at  £15  15s.  to-day,  and  there 
are  two  or  three  buyers  at  £15  10.  Pennsylvania 
stock  is  very  heavy,  and  holders  are  loud  in  their  ex- 
pressions of  dissatisfaction  at  the  legislature  for  not 
passing  the  bill  for  taxes.  Several  parties  have  sold  in 
alarm — and  there  is  now  some  in  the  market,  of  1856 
at  75.  This  is  a bad  state  of  things,  when  we  have 
four  millions  of  dollars  pledged  here  for  the  United 
States  bank,  and  $400,000  for.  the  Girard,  and  new 
loans  making.  If  there  had  been  any  care  evinced 
by  that  state  for  maintaining  its  credit,  no  doubt  we 
should  have  had  a considerable  and  rational  improve- 
ment. The  state  of  money,  at  the  opening  of  the  con- 
tinental market  for  the  stock,  would  have  enabled  the 
French  banker  to  add  Pennsylvania  to  their  admi- 
nistration of  American  stocks,  and  it  would  have  given 
satisfaction  to  all. 

Great  fall  in  stocks  expected.  One  of  our  latest 
London  papers  says,  “frock  coats  and  white  cravats 
are  becoming  quite  the  vogue;  prince  Albert  having 
set  the  fashion.” 

Santa  Fe  traders.  A company  of  Santa  Fe 
traders  with  40  wagons  and  a quantity  of  gold  and 
silver,  arrived  lately  at  Independence,  Missouri,  on  a 
return  trip. 

Silk  culture.  An  experiment  in  silk  raising  has 
been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans.  The 
quality  of  the  article  is  spoken  of  in  high  terms. 

Silk  worms.  There  has  been  a severe  mortality 
among  the  worms  in  this  neighborhood.  In  one  or 
two  instances  the  entire  supply  has  suddenly  sick- 
ened, and  as  suddenly  died.  The  loss,  though  very 
severe  to  those  persons  who  are  thus  endeavoring  to 
direct  the  capacities  of  our  country  to  a valuable  end, 
are  not  without  their  benefits.  The  reliance  placed 
upon  our  climate  is  shown  to  be  fallacious,  without  the 
necessary  care  of  cleanliness  among  the  worms;  and 
that  here,  as  elsewhere,  they  require  fresh  leaves,  room 
and  pure  air.  Several  thousand  are,  however,  still 
producing  cocoons;  and  the  next  season,  it  may  be 
hoped,  that  with  the  past  experience,  a better  success 
will  attend  the  understanding.  [St.  Augustine  News. 

Small  pox.  The  ship  Shenandoah  at  Philadelphia 
from  Liverpool,  has  the  small  pox  on  board.  She  has 
been  ordered  to  the  lazaretto  and  no  one  permitted  to 
board  her  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Stevens,  the  traveller,  at  the  last  date  was 
about  starting  to  view  the  ancient  city  of  Palenque, 
having  been  detained  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
country. 

Storms.  This  month  of  May,  so  far,  has  been  un- 
usually visited  with  disastrous  storms — 

On  the  3d  instant,  on  the  western  lakes  was  driven 
the  steamboat  Champlain  ashore  four  miles  south  of  St. 
Josephs,  high  and  dry;  and  broke  amidships.  Several 
trunks  belonging  to  passengers  lost  overboard.  The 
schooner  Minerva  Smith  lost  nearly  all  her  deck  load, 
and  put  into  St.  Josephs  in  distress.  S'ie  arrived  at 
Chicago,  on  the  6th  with  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
Champlain.  The  steamer  gov.  Mason,  went  ashore  at 
the  mouth  of  Muskegon  river  a total  wreck. 

The  steamboat  United  States  had  a narrow  escape 
while  attempting  to  make  the  port  of  Huron.  The 
schooner  Kewanne  in  attempting  to  make  the  same 
port  was  driven  ashore,  and  one  man  drowned.  Wil- 
liam Pierce,  of  Boston,  Mass,  was  lost  overboard  from 
the  brig  Illinois.  The  schooner  gen.  Warren,  high  and 
drv  at  Presque  Isle. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Vandalia,  III.  Free  P^ess  states, 
that  a storm  of  wind  and  rain  was  experienced  there, 
which  proved  very  destructive  to  the  farms  in  the  vici- 
nity, besides  unroofing  houses,  blowing  down  barns 
and  killing  some  very  valuable  stock.  A portion  of  the 
adjoining  country  was  inundated  by  the  rise  of  the  Kas- 
kasia  river  from  the  heavy  rain. 

Temperance  reform.  The  reverend  Mr.  Kirk,  at 
the  recent  temperance  anniversary  in  New  York,  sug- 
gested the  project  for  holding  a temperance  conven- 
tion composed  of  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
to  which  tlie  reformation  has  extended. 

Wheat  crops.  The  very  promising  appearance 
which  the  fields  in  this  section  of  the  country  present- 
ed three  weeks  ago,  have,  in  several  of  the  counties  of 
Maryland,  been  sadly  disappointed  by  the  ravages  of 
the  fly.  Anne  Arundel,  Frederick  and  Talbot  suffer 
severely. 
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^3-Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  trank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  be  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Captain  John  B.  Nicholson,  to  be  a member  of  the 
board  of  navy  commissions  from  the  18th  of  May, 
1840. 

John  J.  Young,  to  be  a commander  in  the  navy 
from  the  15th  of  April,  1810. 

Henry  French,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy 
from  the  15th  of  April,  1840. 

Leigh  Read,  to  be  marshal  of  the  middle  district 
of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  J.  C.  Searcy,  who  de- 
clines that  appointment. 

Joseph  B.  Browne,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  from  the 
8th  day  of  June  next,  when  the  term  of  service  of 
the  present  incumbent  will  expire. 

Thomas  Gatewood,  navai  officer  for  the  district 
of  Norlolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the  state  of  Virginia, 
from  the  6th  of  May,  1840,  when  his  late  commis- 
sion expired. 

Consuls.  Daniel  J.  Desmond  has  been  recog- 
nized fey  the  president  as  vice  consul  of  Portugal 
for  Philadelphia,  and  the  other  ports  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware,  and  west  Jersey. 

Henry  G.  Coleman,  esq.  United  States  consul  for 
the  port  of  Tobasco,  died  at  that  place,  on  the  23d 
of  April  last.  He  had  taken  passage  home,  but 
died  before  the  vessel  sailed. 

Mr.  Postmaster  General  Niles  has  arrived  at 
Washington,  and  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice. 

Death.  The  papers  announce  the  death  of  ge- 
neral Joseph  M.  Street,  on  the  5th  instant,  on  the 
D emoine  river.  He  was  United  States  agent  for 
the  Sax  and  Fox  Indians,  and  formerly  one  of  the 
editors  ofthe  “Western  World,”  published  at  Frank- 
fort, Kentucky,  during  the  exciting  period  of  Burrs’ 
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conspiracy.  General  Street  married  a daughter  of 
the  veteran  and  gallant  gen.  Thomas  Posey,  of  the 
revolution.  [Cm.  Rep. 

Military  academy.  List  of  visiters  invited 
to  allend  the  annual  examination  of  cadets  at  the 
United  States  military  academy  at  West  Point,  in 
June: 

R.  H.  Gardner,  esq.  of  Maine. 

Samuel  A.  Turner,  esq.  of  Massachusetts. 

Isaac  F.  Redfield,  esq.  of  Vermont. 

Richard  P.  Thompson,  esq.  of  New  Jersey. 

Gen.  Wm.  H.  Marriott,  of  Maryland, 

Gen  B.  Trollinger,  of  North  Carolina. 

Col.  S.  Rockwell,  of  Georgia. 

Gov.  Joseph  Desha,  of  Kentucky. 

Gen.  J.  Medary,  of  Ohio. 

Professor  D.  Read,  of  Ohio. 

Hon.  Amos  Lane,  of  Indiana. 

Dr.  James  Hagan,  of  Mississippi. 

Gen.  Joseph  W.  Brown,  of  Michigan. 

Gan.  Leigh  Read,  of  Florida. 

Rt.  rev.  bishop  Onderdonk,  of  New  York. 

Professor  H.  King,  ot  Missouri. 

Com.  Charles  Morris,  of  U.  S.  N. 

Dr.  T.  Lawson,  surgeon  general  U.  S.  A. 

Gen.  N.  Towson,  paymaster  general  U.  S.  A. 

[ Army  § Navy  Chron, 

Oregon  and  the  mountains.  The  Indepen- 
dence Chronicle  says  that  “a  company  of  Rocky 
Mountain  traders  started  on  Thursday,  the  14th  in- 
stant, and  with  them  three  missionaries  and  their 
wives  lor  the  Oregon.” 

The  Winnebagoes.  The  last  Galena  Demo- 
crat says — “The  Winnebagoes  have  expressed  a 
determination  not  to  remove  from  their  present  situ- 
ation, notwithstanding  their  positive  agreement 
with  the  agents  of  the  government.  Most  of  the  In- 
dians are  now  at  Prairie  dn  Chien.  Gov.  Dodge 
and  general  Alkinson  are  also  at  the  Prairie.  The 
Indians  say  they  are  not  for  war,  but  they  will  die 
sooner  than  remove.  Many  of  these  Indians  viSit- 
ed  Canada  fast  year,  and  received  from  the  British 
government  some  valuable  presents;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  they  have  been  persuaded  to  adopt  this 
course  by  that  government — who  hope  thereby 
to  receive  their  aid  in  case  of  war  with  this  coun- 
try. 

Important  law  case.  Fugitives  accused  of  kid- 
napping. The  Harrisburg  “Keystone”  of  the  27th 
inst.  says: — On  Saturday,  the  great  case  of  the  com- 
monwealth vs.  Edward  Prigg  arid  others  for  kidnap- 
ping, came  up  before  the  supreme  court  at  Harris- 
burg. After  some  preliminary  discussion  between 
Messrs.  Meredith  and  Nelson  of  Baltimore,  who 
appeared  as  counsel  for  the  defendant  and  the  state 
of  Maryland,  and  Messrs.  Hambly  of  York,  and 
Johnson,  the  attorney  general,  on  behalf  the  com- 
monwealth, the  judgment  of  the  court  below  was 
affirmed,  without  a full  argument.  The  counsel  for 
Prigg  stated  that  a w rit  of  error  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  immediately  sued 
out,  to  bring  this  case  before  that  tribunal,  for  final 
settlement. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  the  principles  involved,  were  of 
the  deepest  concern  to  all  the  slave  slates,  that  this 
case  would  settle  and  put  to  rest  the  conflicting 
questions  of  state  and  national  jurisdiction,  over  the 
subject  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
definitely  decided,  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  U. 
States.  He  said  that  he  and  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Meredith,  appeared  for  the  state  of  Maryland  in  this 
case  for  tli#t  purpose. 

Mr.  Johfison,  the  attorney  general,  said  this  case 
was  designed  to  settle  agitating  and  delicate  questions 
referred  lo,  by  the  decision  of  the  highest  tribunal 
in  the  union,  and  that  he  would  throw  no  obstruction 
in  the  way  ol  doing  so.  The  special  act  of  assembly 
under  the  provisions  of  which  this  case  came  before 
the  supreme  court,  evidently  contemplated  that  dis- 
position of  the  case,  and  he  could  not  with  propriety, 
object  to  a result  here  in  favor  of  the  commonwealth, 
tending  to  reach  that  ultimate  end.  He  the^fbre 
left  the  case,  without  pressing  its  argument,  to  be 
determined  in  favor  of  the  commonwealth,  if  such 
course  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  counsel  on 
the  otherside;  and  that  of  the  conit.  The  judg- 
ment was  accordingly  affirmed.  It  will  come  before 


the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  January  next. 

army. 

Court  martial.  The  general  court  martial  which 
assembled  at  St.  Augustine  on  the  27th  tilt,  for  the 
trial  of  capt.  M.  S.  Howe,  of  the  2d  dragoons,  we 
understand,  has  adjourned  without  proceeding  to 
the  trial.  Captain  Howe  offered  the  plea  that  he 
was  already  under  the  cognizance  ofthe  civil  au- 
thorities lor  the  same  otfence,  (in  substance,  caus- 
ing a soldier  to  be  whipped,  after  which  he  died), 
and  that  to  try  him  by  two  tribunals  would  be  a vi- 
olation of  the-  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  declares  that  no  person  shall  “be  subject,  lor 
the  same  offence,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life 
or  limb.”  The  court  entertained  the  plea,  and  then 
adjourned.  [Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

From  Florida.  Gen.  Armistead,  recently  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  the  army  in  Florida,  has  con- 
centrated nine  hundred  men  at  Fort  King.  They 
will  be  composed  of  footmen  and  horsemen,  and 
operate  in  divisions  of  100  each,  independent  of 
each  other,  in  the  enemy’s  country.  The  St.  Au- 
gustine News  says: — “The  season  for  gathering 
grain  is  near  at  hand,  as  well  as  assemblages  for  their 
green  corn  dance,  when  preparation  for  war  and  a 
relation  of  their  enterprises  strengthen  them  to  re- 
newed efforts  in  their  aggressions  on  the  whites. 
Should  these  scouts  now  charged  with  the  duty  of 
hunting  for  the  enemy,  come  upon  them,  we  may 
hope  for  results  differing  at  least  from  those  which 
have  been  had  for  the  last  twelve  months.  If  the 
enemy  shall  have  dispersed  into  small  parties,  a 
great  and  valuable  gain  will  be  effected  in  the  de- 
struction qlliis  planting  grounds,  and  he  will  learn 
with  trembling  that,  though  he  has  sown  in  quiet, 
he  shall  not  reap  in  securily.  General  Armistead 
has  taken  hold  of  affairs  in  Florida  with  a vigorous 
hand.” 

NAVY. 

The  exploring  expedition,  at  the  last  accounts,  had 
arrived  at  Sidney,  New  South  Wales. 

Norfollc,  May  25.  The  U.  S.  ship  Delaware  74, 
captain  Charles  W.  Skinner,  dropped  down  from 
the  navy  yard  on  Saturday,  to  the  anchorage  olfthe 
naval  hospital.  The  Delaware  is  employed  as  a re- 
ceiving ship  and  school  for  the  naval  apprentices. 

Wharf.  The  Charleston  Patriot  of  Saturday  says: 
We-understand  that  Smith’s  wharf,  in  Hampstead, 
has  been  hired  by  the  government  navy  yard,  and 
is  about  to  undergo  alterations  immediately  tor  that 
purpose. 

Ontario.  The  United  States  ship  Ontario,  J.  D. 
Williamson,  esq.  commander,  sailed  from  this  port 
on  Tuesday,  5lh  instant,  having  been  detached  from 
the  West  India  squadron.  She  proceeded  hence  to 
New  York,  having  completed  a three  years  cruise 
on  this  station.  During  this  time,  the  Ontario  has 
not  lost  a single  officer  or  seamen  while  on  board, 
and  of  the  sick  that  have  been  sent  to  the  naval 
hospital  but  four  have  died.  For  two  months  in 
succession,  July  and  August,  not  a single  case  was 
reported.  [Pensacola  paper,  May  9. 

Pacific  squadron.  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters 
from  the  Pacific,  from  an  esteemed  friend,  as  late 
as  tile  12th  of  February  last,  at  which  date  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution,  sloop  Falmouth 
and  schooner  Shark,  were  lying  at  Callao,  all  well. 
The  Shark  had  just  arrived  from  the  south.  The 
sloop  St.  Louis  had  sailed  on  a cruise  to  the  west 
coast  of  Mexico.  The  “Lexington”  had  left  for 
the  United  States.  The  “Falmouth,”  would  soon 
follow.  The  frigate  Columbia  and  sloop  John 
Adams  were  looked  for  daily  at  Lima  from  Valpa- 
raiso, whence  they  would  sail  for  the  United  States. 
We  do  not  hear  of  the  vessels  that  are  to  take  the 
place  of  those  which  are  on  their  way  home.  We 
have  no  ships  of  war  now  in  the  East  Indies,  none 
amongst  the  islands  in  the  Pacific,  and  but  two  ships 
and  a schooner  on  the  great  range  of  coasts  of  Chili, 
Peru  and  Mexico.  Mr.  Paulding  will  no  doubt 
look  to  this  at  an  early  day,  and  keep  employed  at 
all  the  various  points  at  which  we  have  commerce, 
at  least  two  or  three  vessels  of  war.  While  on  this 
subject,  we  would  suggest  the  building  and  equip- 
ingof  some  half  a dozen  or  ten  more  light  ships, 
such  as  have  been  recenlly  built,  to  be  employed 
in  the  East  Indies,  Pacific  ocean,  West  Indies,  and 
coast  of  Africa.  They  seem  to  us  to  be  a very  ef- 
ficient class  of  vessels,  and  are  maintained  at  a very 
small  cost  to  the  nation.  [Phil.  U.  S,  Gaz. 
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Courts  martial.  At  a naval  general  court  martial, 
held  at  the  navy  yard,  Philadelphia, -commenc- 
ing on  Monday  4th  May,  lieutenant  Charles  H. 
McBlair  was  tried  on  the  following  charges: 

. 1.  Contemptuous  treatment  of  his  superior,  be- 

ing in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

2.  Unofficerlike  conduct,  in  having  used  pro- 
voking word3,  gestures  and  menaces  towards  cap- 
tain Henry  E.  Ballard,  an  officer  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

3.  Unofficerlike  conduct,  in  having  used  pro- 
voking words  and  gestures  towards  captain  Charles 
G.  Ridgely,  an  officer  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States. 

After  having  carefully  and  maturely  weighed' 
and  deliberated  upon  the  matter. 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  (he  first,  second, 
third  and  fourth  specifications  of  the  first  charge 
are  not  proved,  and  do  accordingly  find  the  accused 
not  guilty  of  the  first  charge.  The  court  is  also  of 
opinion  that  the  first,  second,  and  specifications  of 
the  second  charge  are  not  proved,  and  do  accord- 
ingly find  the  accused  not  guilty  of  the  second 
charge.  The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  first 
and  only  specification  of  the  third  charge  is  not 
proved,  and  do  accordingly  find  the  accused  not 
guilty  of  the  third  charge. 

The  court  does  therefore  fully  acquit  the  accused. 

It  having  been  stated  in  newspapers  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  were  such  as  hardly 
commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  a court  martial, 
it  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  the  investigation 
was  made  in  accordance  with  the  earnest  request 
of  lieutenant  McBlair  himself. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  trial  of  commodore  Elliottt  is  progressing  at 
Philadelphia. 

According  to  The  New  York  papers,  a eotnt  mar- 
tial is  now  sitting  at  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  for 
the  trial  of  lieut.  Fitz  Allen  Deas.  The  charges 
are  not  stated.  Lieut.  D.  was  attached  to  the  ship 
Decatur,  in  which  commodore  Ridgely  sailed  for 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  but  was  left  behind  under  arrest 
upon  charges  preferred  by  the  commodore.  The 
court  is  composed  of  commodore  James  Renshaw, 
president;  captains  J.  Gallagher,  M.  C.  Perry  and  J. 
T.  Newton;  commanders  S.  H.  Stringbarn,  J.  M. 
McIntosh,  J.  Tatnall  and  W.  J.  McCluney,  mem- 
bers; John  McKeon,  esq.  judge  advocate. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Concord  bank.  The  New  Hampshire  Patriot 
says — “It  becomes  our  duty  to  announce  to  the 
public  that  the  Concord  bank  has  stopped  payment. 
But  we  are  authorised  by  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  to  state  that  a recent  examination 
has  been  made  of  the  funds  and  securities  of  the 
bank,  and  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  are  ample 
for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  bills  and  paying 
the  deposites  and  all  other  liabilities  of  the  bank. 
It  is,  therefore,  recommended  to  the  holders  of  the 
bills  not  to  dispose  of  them  at  a sacrifice,  as  they 
may  be  assured  that  they  will  be  paid  in  full.” 

VERMONT. 

Political  meeting.  An  administration  paper  of  the 
green  mountain  state  says:  “The  greatest  meeting 
ever  held  in  the  mountain  state  took  place  on  the 
20th  instant,  at  Woodstock,  and  after  organizing, 
appointed  hon.  C.  P.  Van  Ness  and  hon.  W.  C. 
Bradley,  the  senatorial  electors  for  president  and 
vice  president.  Martin  Van  Buren  was  nomi- 
nated for  president  and  R.  M.  Johnson  for  vice 
president.  A correspondent  of  the  Bay  State  De- 
mocrat says: 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  a proud  day  for  the  demo- 
cracy of  Vermont.  There  was  no  pomp  or  parade, 
but  upon  the  countenance  of  each  of  the  great  mul- 
titude could  be  seen  the  stern  resolve  of  freemen, 
conscious  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  battling  for 
liberty  and  right  against  tyranny  and  injustice.  The 
selfish  and  unprincipled  aristocracy  of  privilege, 
who  have  so  long  lorded  it  over  the  state,  in  total 
disregard  of  the  wants,  wishes  and  interests  of  the 
people,  will  see  in  these  proceedings  the  precursor 
of  the  fate  which  awaits  them  at  the  polls  in  Sep- 
tember next,  and  can  form  an  idea  of  the  damning 
infamy’  to  which  their  acts  will  be  consigned  by  the 
judgment  of  a thinking  people. 

From  every  quarter  of  the  state,  the  delegates 
brought  the  most  flattering  account  of  the  progress 
of  the  democratic  cause.  We  are  gaining  strength 
daily,  and  the  utmost  good  feeling  peivades  our 
ranks  in  every  county.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ex-gov.  Everett,  is  about  to  visit  Europe  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sickness  of  a member  of  his  family, 
and  several  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Boston  have 
invited  him  to  accept  a public  dinner  in  old  Faneuil 
Hall.  Gov.  E.  does  not  decline  the  invitation,  but 


suggests  that  the  vieyvs  of  the  committee  may  be 
better  carried  out,  ani^the  expenses  of  a large  din- 
ner saved,  by  holdingla  public  meeting  in  the  hall, 
in  which  so  many  others  could  participate. 

The  committee  will  adopt  the  suggestion,  and  a 
grand  affair  will  come  of  it. 

Quincy  anniversary.  The  two  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Quincy 
was  celebrated  on  the  25th  instant. 

The  public  schools.  At  the  twelve  public  schools 
of  this  town  there  are  now  nearly  1,100  children 
enrolled  as  scholars.  Of  this  number  on  Monday 
last,  there  were  present  about  900  at  the  respective 
schools.  The  absences  are  to  be  attributed  in  some 
degree  to  the  prevalence,  or  fear,  of  a distemper, 
which  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  this  season 
among  children — a disease  commonly'  known  as  the 
canker  rash.  But  we  think,  nevertheless,  that  the 
importance  and  value  of  education  are  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently appreciated  by  all  who  occupy  the  respon- 
sible station  of  parent  or  guardian. 

[ Nantucket  Inquirer. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Anniversary.  The  semi-centennial  anniversary 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  Rhode  Island 
is  to  be  celebrated  at  Newport  on  the  25lh  of  June. 
Judge  Staples  of  the  supreme  court  is  the  orator 
appointed  by  the  legislature  for  the  occasion. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  gov.  Ellsworth,  of  Connec- 
ticut, at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  legislature 

of  that  state,  May  6,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  Let  us  now  turn  from  the  past  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  country.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  a change,  a great  change  has  come 
upon  us.  Look  where  we  will,  in  the  north  or 
south,  the  east  or  west,  at  any  branch  of  industry 
or  any  interest;  to  the  agriculturist,  the  manufac- 
turer, the  mechanic,  the  merchant,  to  those  who  are, 
or  to  those  who  would  desire  to  engage  in  business; 
to  the  capitalist,  who  hoards  his  money'  for  fear  of 
a general  bankru  itcy;  to  the  laborer,  who  is  idle, 
for  want  of  employment;  to  the  man  of  enterprise, 
who  finds  every  path  of  effort  hedged  up;  to  the 
debtor,  who  is  crushed  beneath  the  weight  of  his 
responsibilities;  or  finally  to  the  unprecedented 
losses  and  depreciations  of  properly  which  prostrate 
the  strongest  and  most  wary:  I say  look  where  you 
will,  we  find  a universal  paralysis,  one  common  feel- 
ing of  despondency,  and  too  certain  evidences  that 
a deep  under  current  is  sweeping  through  the  land, 
changing  the  condition  of  our  people  more  rapidly 
than  at  any  time  since  we  have  been  a nation.  All 
st-ami  amazed,  feeling  and  confessing  the  shock,  ask- 
ing what  is  the  cause,  and  where  shall  the  remedy 
be  found. 

It  is  recently,  and  not  until  the  derangement  of 
our  currency,  that  the  country  has  become  distress- 
ed. Up  to  1834,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  war, 
and  a tew  years  preceding  it,  when  our  commerce 
was  involved  in  the  wars  which  grew  out  of  the 
French  revolution,  our  currency  was  not  inferior  to 
any  in  the  world;  and  such  was  the  fiscal  system  of 
the  general  government,  that  of  the  millions  collect- 
ed by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  not  a dollar 
was  lost  nor  any  charge  for  services  made  to  the 
government.  Since  1833,  the  bank  has  been  dis- 
carded, responsibilities  have  repeatedly  been  assum- 
ed by  executive  officers,  in  our  monetary  affairs, 
W'ithout  the  advice  of  congress;  new  sy'stems  of 
finance  have  been  introduced,  experience  has  been 
thrown  away  for  novelly,  expeiiment  has  followed 
experiments,  revulsion  has  follwed  revulsion,  until 
we  know  not  what  is  the  present  treasury  system, 
nor  what  it  may  be  to-morrow;  this  much,  however, 
we  understand,  that  the  revenue  is  falling  off,  and 
congress  is  supplying  the  exhausted  treasury  with 
paper  money. 

What  then,  I ask  are  the  causes  of  our  difficul- 
ties? they  are  the  want  of  a sound,  uniform,  and 
convenient  currency;  the  loss  of  confidence  and 
credit;  unemployed  capital  and  labor:  and  unsettled 
policy  respecting  manufactures;  opposition  to  asso- 
ciated wealth;  a restless  spirit  of  innovation,  and  an 
extreme  enterprise  urging  the  inconsiderate  into 
speculation  and  hazardous  traffic.  These,  if  I mis- 
take not,  are  the  prominent  causes  of  oui*’clifficulties. 
Let  us  examine  them. 

I say  then,  in  the  first  place,  we  need  a sound, 
uniform  and  convenient  currency.  The  nature  of  a 
currency  is,  that  it  acts  as  the  representatives  of 
property:  it  is  a substitute,  in  pecuniary  transactions, 
for  unwieldly  property,  such  as  land  and  merchan- 
dise.— Some  agreed  representative  of  property  ex- 
ists in  all  civilized  countries;  and  is  so  essential  to 
the  multiplied  affairs  of  commercial  and  enlightened 
states,  that  they  cannot  prosper  w'ithout  it,  but 
would  relapse  into  a state  of  barbarism.  Intrinsic 
value  does  not  necessarily  enter  into  its  nature;  it 
must  be  sound,  uniform  and  convenient.  If  wholly 


metallic,  it  has  only  some  of  these  properties,  and 
is  exceedingly  expensive.  In  the  early  stages  of  so- 
ciety, flocks  and  herds,  and  among  savage  tribes, 
furs  and  shells  are  the  measure  ol  property,  and  the 
simple  currency  of  their  transactions.  But  as  civi- 
lization advances,  this  measure  of  value  becomes 
inadequate;  some  more  liberal  and  expansive  cur- 
rency is  demanded;  one  that  is  convenient,  always 
at  hand,  and  friendly  to  credit.  Nothing  more  cer- 
tainly indicates  progress  in  commerce  and  advance 
in  mental  and  moral  science  than  fhat  system  which 
distinguishes  countries  possessing  a mixed  cuirency. 
For  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  let  a 
comparison  be  instituted  between  England  or  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  Italy,  France  or  Cuba.  I 
might  appeal  to  all  nations,  in  all  times. 

What  currency  then  does  the  United  States  de- 
mand? There  are  some  who  seriously  urge,  that  all 
paper  should  be  suppressed,  and  the  metals  substi- 
tuted. In  the  first  place,  an  exclusive  specie  cur- 
rency is  impracticable.  Allowing  that  we  have  70 
or  80,000,000  of  coin  in  the  country,  (which  is  full 
our  share  of  that  in  the  world,  as  the  course  of  trade 
has  indicated)  this  sum  is  in  no  way  sufficient  for  a 
universal  circulation;  nordoes  its  accumulation  here, 
make  it  more  plenty  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  be- 
cause they  prefer  paper.  They  prefer  to  leave  the 
coin  in  the  vaults  of  banks,  and  take  for  use  the  re- 
presentative of  coin. 

In  the  next  place,  bank  bills  cannot  be  suppressed, 
without  first  putting  and  end  to  all  banks  in  all  the 
states,  a measure  revolutionary  and  ruinous.  A me- 
tallic currency  would  be  so  inconvenient  that  it 
could  not  for  any  legth  of  time  be  endured.  Sup- 
pose we  had  in  fact  collected  the  necessary  amount; 
where  is  this  inass  of  gold  and  silver  to  be  kept? 
How  is  it  to  be  carried  about?  What  is  to  secure  it 
against  robbery  and  other  losses?  Its  annual  depre- 
ciation, by  wear  alone,  has  been  estimated  by  Mr. 
McCullock  at  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent.  And  if 
as  has  been  declared  by  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed men  of  the  age,  that  in  times  of  prosperous  busi- 
ness and  commerce,  the  daily  amounts  of  payments 
in  the  banks  of  New  York  alone,  have  been  equal 
to  $8,000,000,  how  expensive  and  oppressive  would 
be  its  use  in  all  the  transactions  of  this  great  coun- 
try? Such  a currency,  too,  in  its  first  cost,  would 
be  expensive,  Not  a dollar  can  be  brought  into 
the  United  States  without  an  equivalent  paid 
abroad.  What  a debt  would  thus  be  contracted  in 
Europe  or  South  America  to  be  paid  out  of  our 
labor! 

Suppose,  however,  that  all  paper  was  suppressed, 
and  all  the  specie  we  wanted  was  actually  here,  how 
long  would  it  be,  before  it  would  be  collected  in 
places  of  deposite  for  safe  keeping,  with  agents  to 
guard,  count  and  handle  it?  Soon,  certificates  of 
deposite  and  orders  drawm  by  depositors  on  these 
agents,  would  be  found  equally  safe  and  more  con- 
venient than  the  passing  of  the  specie  itself  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  would  become  the  circulating 
medium. — Thus  we  should  have  a paper  currency 
differing  in  nothing  mateiial  from  bank  bills.  When 
the  credit  of  these  specie  agents  was  established, 
they  would  become  bankers,  and  if  regulated  by 
law,  would  be  banks  doing  business  under  charters. 
If  then  we  we  were  to  start  anew  in  currency,  as 
seems  to  be  the  desire  of  some,  we  should  come 
around  to  the  point  w'here  we  now  are,  while  in  the 
revolution,  we  should  tear  into  fragments  every  in- 
terest and  institution  in  the  land. 

The  question  returns  what  currency  can  we  have? 
The  states  cannot  issue  paper,  shall  congress  do  it. 
No  discreet  man  would  wish  to  see  a power  so  vast, 
and  in  bad  hands  capable  of  doing  so  much  mis- 
chief, exercised  by  the  federal  government.  Be- 
sides, if  government  paper  was  not  issued  on  a spe- 
cie basis,  it  would  inevitably  depreciate  and  cease 
to  be  a currency;  and  if  it  was,  it  would  be  another 
name  for  bank  bills.  What  remains  then,  if  con- 
gress will  not  incorporate  a bank  of  the  general  cha- 
racter of  those  heretofore  chartered,  that  the  states 
be  left  unmolested  to  charter  individual  associations 
as  they  alw'ays  have  done.  Let  them  be  carefully 
watched;  let  the  legislatures  place  independent  and 
intelligent  centinels  to  observe  them,  and  no  danger 
need  be  apprehended  from  incautious  or  corrupt 
management.  Is  it  not  our  true  policy  to  preserve, 
and  with  wholesome  laws  guard  these  intitutions, 
restraining  where  restraint  is  necessary;  reforming 
where  reform  is  needed,  and  suppressing  where  vio- 
lations of  charter  are  established  upon  judicial  en- 
quiry? An  indiscriminate  proscription  of  banks  is 
injurious  to  all,  showing  incorrect  information  or 
nairow  views  on  this  subject. 

Let  me  ask  such  persons  what  are  banks  more 
than  partners  associated  under  a legislative  charter 
or  law,  for  the  purpose  of  loaning  money?  In  this 
association  we  find  men  who  have  retired  with  the 
earnings  of  an  active  life,  men  of  all  gr  ades  of  pro- 
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perty,  professional,  mechanics,  fanners,  women, 
children  and  trustees.  The  borrower  knows  where 
money  is  to  be  loaned  and  spends  no  time  in  hunt- 
ing for  capitalists;  and  he  knows  (hat  ordinarily 
punctuality  and  integrity  will  insure  to  him  the  con- 
tinuance of  accommodation.  The  man  of  enter- 
prise, in  a measure  dispenses  with  capital  by  draw- 
ing, through  a bank,  upon  future  sales,  or  by  antici- 
pating receipts,  more  advantageously  employs  his 
limited  means.  If  banks  are  wisely  conducted  they 
may,  to  some  extent  increase  and  decrease  the  ca- 
ital  in  commercial  and  manufacturing  business, 
’his  they  can  do  according  to  the  state  of  busi- 
ness; the  condition  of  crops  and  the  course  of  trade. 
This  power  gives  a mixed  currency  and  advantage 
over  masses  of  coin.  One  incapable  of  some  ex- 
pansion and  contraction  is  not  suited  to  this  nor  to 
any  commercial  country;  for  prices  will  change  and 
trade  will  fluctuate  from  other  causes  than  the  cha- 
racter of  the  currency.  I am  persuaded  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  charge  .chiefly  upon  our  currency  the  re- 
vulsions in  trade.  In  the  language  of  a distinguish- 
ed writer  “revulsions  are  incident  to  the  fluctuation 
of  prices,  and  until  these  can  be  steadied,  which  is 
impossible,  they  will  occur.  Associated  wealth 
may  aggravate  them  or  it  may  mitigate  their  opera- 
tions, as  private  credit  may,  but  it  does  not  produce 
them.  There  is  a certain  portion  of  the  commerce 
of  the  world  that  must  be  fluctuating.  Banks  are 
necessary  to  carry  on  that  portion  most  perfectly.” 
The  fluctuations  may  not  be  found  in  hard  money 
countries,  in  Spain,  Italy,  or  Germany,  for  in  these 
countries  there  is  but  little  commerce.  Banking 
countries  have  outstripped  them  by  means  of  a mix- 
ed currency,  and  credit,  (its  natural  consequence), 
which  gives  circulation  to  notes  of  hand  and  bills  of 
exchange,  and  inspires  the  active  and  industrious 
with  confidence. 

The  course  of  trade  causes  more  fluctuations  and 
more  failures  than  banks.  A sudden  expansion  or 
contraction  of  bank  paper,  does  sometimes  affect 
prices,  but  the  cause  of  this  is  really  in  the  course  of 
trade,  which  causes  expansion  and  contraction. — 
When  prices  rise,  the  farmer  adds  to  his  farm,  the 
merchant  to  his  stock;  the  mechanic  and  manufac- 
turer to  his  works;  if  now  from  the  state  of  the  sea- 
son, the  market,  or  the  affairs  of  the  commercial 
world,  prices  fall,  revulsion  is  inevitable.  Atsuch 
times  banks  often  make  the  change  less  calamitous 
by  sustaining  such  persons  as  are  entitled  to  credit, 
and  not  a few  of  those  who  denounce  banks,  have 
liberally  received  assistance  and  been  saved  from 
bankruptcy.  If  there  were  no  moneyed  corporations, 
there  would  be  revolutions  in  trade,  private  credit 
would  fail  equally  with  banks,  and  then  there  would 
be  no  general  resort  for  persons  suddenly  overtaken. 
If  we  cannot  have  a national  bank,  to  carry  on  ex- 
changes, we  must  have  accredited  state  banks,  as 
inadequate  as  they  are.  If  they  fall,  the  states  in 
the  union,  are  sundered  in  their  relations  and  inte- 
rests, and  finally  their  affections.  I appeal  to  the 
manufacturers  of  New  England,  who  have  hitherto 
found  a market  in  the  south  and  west,  if  they  can 
maintain  any  connection  with  those  regions?  and  if 
those  markets  are  not,  at  this  time,  for  all  commer- 
cial purposes  as  remote  from  us  as  the  states  of 
South  America.  Ifthe  government  continues  to  per- 
severe in  in  its  present  policy,  our  courage  will,  ere 
long,  wholly  fail,  and  our  strength  and  means  dimi- 
nish, until  a revolution  of  some  kind  terminates 
resent  measures.  I will  only  remark  further,  that 
anks,  with  all  their  disadvantages,  and  they  have 
them,  exist  in  every  country  of  any  considerable 
activity,  and  commercial  credit.  By  long  experience 
they  have  been  found  convenient  and  necessary,  and 
they  are,  at  this  day,  co-operating  with  other  means, 
in  promoting  libeial  sentiments,  free  institutions 
and  the  intellectual  and  moral  elevation  of  man- 
kind. Let  a comparison  of  nations  decide  this  ques- 
tion. 

I have  said  banks  have  disadvantages.  Ttieir 
bills  may  be  counterfeited,  they  may  be  unwisely 
and  dishonestly  conducted;  they  may  be  established 
on  false  principles,  as  ha3  been  done  by  some  of 
these  states  in  defiance  of  experience;  they  may 
prompt  to  excessive  enterprise,  and  foster  a spirit  of 
speculation,  they  inay  be  multiplied  too  rapidly; 
they  may  at  times,  change  the  amount  of  capital  in 
use  and  produce  fluctuations  in  trade,  these  are  ac- 
knowledged evils,  but  some  of  them  are  not  pe- 
culiar to  a mixed  currency,  and  all  are  imputable 
in  no  small  degree,  to  causes  extraneous  to  banks. 
You  must  extinguish  the  independent,  active  spirit 
of  our  countrymen,  the  very  spirit  which  brought 
our  fathers  to  America,  which  is  now  fostered  by 
our  free  institutions,  and  in  turn  sustain  them  in 
their  vigor;  before  you  can  make  all  men  moderate 
and  prudent.  This  spirit  would  break  over  saluta- 
ry restraints,  with  any  currency,  whenever  high 
prices  prevailed,  or  prospects  of  sudden  wealth 
opened.  Nevertheless  we  would  not  suppress  it  in 


the  bosoms  of  our  fellow  citizens,  any  more  than 
we  would  discontinue  the  use  of  steam,  because,  it 
sometimes  becomes  destructive;  or  fire,  because, 
when  uncontrolled,  it  is  dangerous;  or  knowledge, 
or  talents,  or  religion  itself,  because  they  are  some- 
times turned  to  bad  account. 

I have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutionality  of  state 
banks,  and  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  can 
there  be  a doubt  ot  the  obligation  of  congress  to 
provide  a general  currency.  The  right  to  do  it  is 
implied  in  its  power  to  coin  money;  to  regulate 
commerce  between  the  slates,  as  it  does  by  promot- 
ing navigation  under  the  latter  power;  by  laws  re- 
specting vessels,  their  national  character,  their  pa- 
pers, crews,  medicines,  and  the  examination  of 
steamboats.  It  is  emphatically  implied  in  the  power 
of  congress  to  collect  and  pay  out  its  revenue  of 
some  $'30,000,000,  in  all  these  states,  in  times  ot 
war  and  peace.  Congress  ought  to  see  that  there  is 
a currency,  convenient  and  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  union;  and  as  far  as  constitutional 
power  is  involved,  it  is  a difference  in  name  only 
whether  the  agent  be  a bank,  a mint,  a custom  house 
or  a receiver  general.  There  is  a difference  in  the 
character  of  the  agent,  but  none  in  the  nature  of  the 
power. 

It  is  said  that  congress  is  about  to  exercise  its 
constitutional  power,  and  to  create  a general  cur- 
rency by  (he  independent  treasury  bill,  (so  called) 
and  that  since  the  government  has  determined  to  re- 
pudiate bank  paper  amt  provide  vaults  and  agents  of 
its  own),  we  may  soon  expect,  should  the  house  of 
representatives,  in  congress,  concur  with  the  senate, 
a currency  adequate  to  our  necessities.  This  bill  pro- 
vides that  the  revenue  of  Ihe  United  States  shall  be 
collected  by  receivers  general,  locked  up  in  their 
possession  until  drawn  for  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  that  after  1843,  nothing  shall  be  received 
but  gold  and  silver. 

“This  operation  we  are  assured  will  fill  the  chan- 
nels of  trade  with  money  and  place  our  prosperity 
on  an  immovable  foundation.  Has  this  measure  the 
power  of  accomplishing  so  much  good?  Could  I 
view  it  in  this  light,  I would  cheerfully  embrace  it 
myself  and  urge  its  favorable  regard  upon  this  as- 
sembly.— But,  gentlemen,  it  has  no  such  capacity. 
In  ilself,  it  does  not  propose  to  work  such  reform, 
but  its  direct  object  is  to  take  care  of  the  govern- 
ment. So  far  as  the  measure  bears  upon  trade  and 
currency  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  decidedly  unfriendly. 
Tt  may  create  a currency  at  the  door  of  the  treasury, 
but  not  extensively  for  the  people,  and  it  surely  will 
ere  long  be  abandoned  as  a device  more  congenial  to 
the  earlier  age  of  society,  than  to  the  higher  civili- 
zation and  commercial  pre-eminence  of  this  day 
and  nation. — Its  capacity  lies  in  its  destructive,  not 
its  creative  power.  How,  for  instance,  can  the  col- 
lection of  $1,000,000  a month  in  specie,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  (which  in  prosperous  times  is  not 
an  unusual  amount)  create  a currency  lor  trade  in 
that  city? — The  receiving,  counting,  and  locking  up 
the  money,  does  not  seem  to  have  any  such  tenden- 
cy. The  government  debtors,  about  to  pay  their 
duties  or  other  dues,  before  they  can  approach  the  re- 
ceiver general,  or  any  treasnry  officer,  must  pro- 
cure Irom  banks  or  brokers  the  necessary  amount  of 
specie.  They  enter  the  banks  like  foreign  creditors 
demanding  specie,  it  must  be  counted  out  and  carried 
to  the  vaults  of  the  sub  treasury,  there  to  lie  inac- 
tive, useless,  dead,  until  it  is  wanted  lor  government 
dues. — From  1828  to  1838,  the  average  sum  in 
banks,  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  year  was  $15,000,000;  a much  larger 
sum,  it  is  true,  than  at  present  lies  idle  in  the  trea- 
sury; but  the  sum  will  i.ot  be  uniform,  and  if  Ihe 
nation  is  prosperous,  will  sometimes  be  very  large; 
even  uncalled  for  appropriations  will  amount  to  a 
large  sum;  and  in  adopting  an  important  financial 
measure,  we  are  to  consider  its  operation  under  the 
various  circumstances  of  peace  and  war,  prosperity 
and  adversity 

Now  what  must  be  (he  effect  of  taking  from  cir- 
culation, or  from  banks,  this  amount  ol  specie? — 
The  revenue  of  1839  was  $30,000,000:  would  that 
sum  pass  into  the  treasury  and  be  transported  from 
place  to  place,  to  the  seat  of  tfar,  as  Florida,  Maine, 
or  the  northern  frontier,  without  deranging  the 
course  of  trade  or  embarrassing  state  banks? — 
And  what  is  the  advantage  of  having  the  public  mo- 
ney hoarded ? Is  it  for  safety?  The  public  money 
was  kept  safe  in  the  two  national  banks  for  forty 
years.  Not  a dollar  was  lost,  it  was  forth-coming 
at  any  place  at  the  simplest  request  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  and  while  on  deposit  was  made  use- 
ful to  labor  and  trade,  But  gentlemen,  it  is  vain  to 
conceal  it,  private  vaults,  however  guarded  by  bolts, 
bonds,  sureties  and  severe  penal  enactments,  will 
not  keep  the  public  money,  nor  have  it  forth- coming 
when  wanted. 

There  are  likewise,  many  other  objections  to  the 
measure.  It  will  be  expensive.  A host  of  officers 


will  be  created  by  the  executive,  to  be  increased  an- 
nually in  numbers  and  salaries.  Receivers  general 
and  receivers  particular,  treasurers  and  sub-treasu- 
rers, book-keepers,  attorneys,  agents,  clerks  and 
runners  w ill  have  their  names  added  to  the  blue 
book  which  has  already  grown  from  a few  pages  to 
a volume;  and  finally,  treasury  bureaus  with  volu- 
minotis  records  will  be  established  wherever  govern- 
ment money  is  received  or  paid  out.  If  there  was 
no  other  objection,  with  practical  men,  it  would  be 
enough  that  it  is  a great  change  in  our  financial  po- 
licy. What  would  be  thought  of  England  should 
she  abandon  bank  paper  and  attempt  to  collect  her 
revenue  ol  some  50,000,000  pounds  sterling  in  spe- 
cie, mark  and  lock  it  up. 

The  late  president  of  the  United  States  informed 
congress  “that  the  money  of  the  country  ought  not 
to  be  locked  up,  any  more  than  the  arms  belonging 
to  the  citizens.”  And  the  present  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  his  circular  letter  dated  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1833,  instructed  the  deposite  banks  “that 
the  deposite  of  public  money  would  enable  them  to 
afford  increased  facilities  to  commerce  and  extend 
accommodations  to  individuals.” 

It  is  provided  in  the  new  treasury  measure,  that 
duties  on  foreign  goods  shall  be  paid  in  cash.  This 
is  acceptable  to  New  England  at  least.  It  is  what 
the  fiiends  of  the  manufacturing  interests  have  been 
urging  upon  congress  for  many  years,  but  it  has  no 
particular  connexion  with  the  kind  of  money  to  be 
used,  nor  the  mode  of  collecting. 

Another  prominent  cause  of  our  embarrassments, 
is  the  want  of  confidence  and  credit.  I have  already 
remarked  that  credit  is  that  connexion  between  capi- 
tal and  labor  which  gives  to  the  latter  the  benefit  of 
the  lonner.  Credit  cannot  any  where  long  survive 
the  loss  of  confidence.  If  those  who  possess  mo- 
ney become  alarmed  about  their  security,  or  the  pros- 
perity of  theirdebtors,  or  perceive  in  Ihe  government 
a versatile  policy,  or  in  the  people  a jealousy  of 
wealth,  they  will  withdraw  their  money  from  active 
pursuits,  and  take  it  out  of  the  hand  of  labor,  they 
will  as  speedily  as  possible  bring  their  business  to  a 
close,  and  shun  the  hazards  and  peiplexitie^  of  new 
undertakings;  they  will  hoard  up  what  yet  remains 
until  limes  become  more  propitious. 

This  is  just  the  state  of  things  we  are  now  expe- 
riencing. Capital  is  retiring;  creditors  are  pressing 
debtors;  manufacturers  cannot  draw  on  funds  as  for- 
merly, because  their  consignees  dare  not  sell;  mer- 
chants refuse  to  trust  and  every  man  looks  with  sus- 
picion upon  the  solvency  of  his  neighbor;  until  fear 
and  distrust  have  seized  upon  the  community,  and 
separated,  futility  separated  capital  from  labor;  pro- 
perty is  rapidly  depreciating,  and  wages  are  gradu- 
ally diminishing.  The  farmer,  not  in  debt,  may  not 
himself  feel  the  deep  distress  of  men  of  business, 
but  the  wave  of  adversity  rolling  in  will  soon  reach 
him,  amid  the  losses  of  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
Let  me  say  then,  gentlemen,  if  you  would  assist  la- 
bor, and  secure  to  it  liberal  wages,  we  must  restore 
the  natural  alliance  that  subsists  between  it  and 
capital.  Capital  must  be  allured;  it  must  feel  safe, 
whether  in  business,  in  loans,  orin  institutions  where 
it  is  brought  together  for  more  convenient  use.  It 
must  not  be  swept  away  in  the  cry  against  monopo- 
lies and  coiporations.  Every  blow  aimed  at  this, 
falls  upon  the  hand  of  labor.  There  is  no  worse 
policy  for  those  who  labor,  than  invidious  attacks 
upon  capital. 

Slate  prison.  Connecticut  last  year  cleared  4,511 
dollars  by  her  state  prison,  located  at  Weathersfield, 
making  9,000  dollars  surplus  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
warden.  There  are  now  169  convicts  in  the  prison, 
of  whom  7 are  females,  and  40  are  blacks.  The  ave- 
rage number  of  convicts  for  the  last  year  has  been 
about  25  less  than  the  average  of  the  last  five  years, 
and  ofcourse  a corresponding  dimunitiun  ofthe  labor 
would  take  place  while  the  general  expenses  have 
been  about  the  same.  [New  York  Sun. 

Hail  road.  An  application  is  to  be  made  to  the 
legislature  of  Connecticut,  at  its  present  session,  to 
incorporate  a company  lor  the  construction  of  a rail 
road  Irom  New  Haven  to  the  New  York  line  at 
Sawpitts,  to  be  continued,  by  a N.  York  company, 
till  it  meets  the  Harlaem  rail  road. 

NEW  YORK. 

Address  of  the  whig  members  of  the  legislature  to 
the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York. — The  whig 
members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  in  compliance 
with  an  old  republican  custom  respectfully  submit  an 
account  of  their  legislative  proceedings. 

The  derangement  of  the  currency,  the  prevalence 
of  pecuniary  embarrassments,  the  depreciation  of 
property,  the  stagnation  of  business,  the  prostration 
of  credit,  the  alarming  tendencies  of  the  measures 
of  the  general  government,  the  systematic  misrepre- 
sentations by  its  par tizans  of  the  financial  condition 
of  this  state  and  the  policy  of  its  administration,  have 
combined  with  unavoidable  differanceof  opinion  and 
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some  conflicting  local  interests  to  render  the  du- 
ties of  your  representatives  peculiarly  trying  and 
difficult. 

The  session  has  been  of  little  more  than  ordinary 
length.  Three  hundred  and  eighty  acts  have  been 
passed.  Many  of  these,  as  is  usual,  concern  sub- 
jects of  merely  personal  or  local  interests,  but  more 
than  the  usual  number  are  of  a general  and  public 
character.  We  trust  that  they  have  all  received 
just  and  dispassionate  consideration,  nor  are  we 
aware  of  having  overlooked  or  neglected  any  sub- 
jects seasonably  presented  for  legislative  action. 

The  disordered  condition  of  the  currency  has  been 
produced  by  the  pernicious  financial  measures  of  the 
federal  government,  and  can  only  have  a complete 
and  effectual  remedy  in  the  abandonment  of  that 
policy.  It  was,  however,  apparent  that  the  general 
disordered  state  of  moneyed  concerns  had  led  to  far- 
ther forced  issues  of  circulating  notes  without  legi- 
timate means  of  redemption.  Such  issues  fell  op- 
pressively upon  active  commerce  and  still  more  so 
upon  the  daily  rewards  of  labor.  While  it  was  our 
manifest  duty  to  correct  these  evils,  it  seemed  equal- 
ly obvious  that  violent  measures  of  legislation,  which 
should  prevent  sound  and  well  conducted  institutions 
from  carrying  on  their  legitimate  business,  would 
necessarily  exclude  our  own  paper  from  circulation 
by  introducing  in  its  stead  the  paper  of  suspended 
banks  in  other  states,  and  thus  aggravate  instead  of 
mitigating  the  existing  evils.  The  result  has  been 
a law  obliging  all  the  banking  institutions  and  as- 
sociations, besides  redeeming  their  notes  in  specie 
at  their  counters  to  keep  them  at  a rate  not  exceed- 
ing one  half  of  one  per  cent,  discount  in  Albany,  or 
New  York.  Although  this  measure  did  not  receive 
the  unanimous  support  of  the  undersigned,  it  is  be- 
lieved by  most  of  us  that  it  is  the  best  which  was 
practicable.  We  indulge  the  confidence  that  it  will 
for  the  future  relieve  the  mechanic  and  the  laborer 
from  the  necessity  of  receiving  their  reward  in  a de- 
preciated or  worthless  paper,  such  as  cannot  be  ex- 
changed for  the  necessaries  of  life  without  ruinous 
sacrifice.  We  trust  moreover  that  it  will  preserve 
our  state  currency  in  a sound  condition,  always  con- 
vertible into  specie  at  the  place  where  it  is  issued, 
until  wiser  counsels  shall  prevail  in  the  general  go- 
vernment, giving  security  to  enterprise  and  life  and 
vigor  to  industry  and  commerce. 

The  failure  of  a safety  fund  bank  incorporated  in 
1836,  made  it  necessary  to  provide  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  its  bills  to  the  amount  of  about  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  by  the  application  of  a sufficient 
sum  from  the  safety  fund.  We  found,  however,  that 
during  the  administration  of  the  late  state  officers 
the  greater  part  of  this  fund  had  been  borrowed  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  state,  and  that  thus 
above  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  of  this 
pledged  fund  existed  only  in  the  acknowledgment 
by  the  state  of  so  much  indebtedness  to  the  banks. 
This  extraordinary  transaction  manifests  a striking 
inconsistency  with  the  professed  desire  of  the  late 
administration  to  divorce  government  from  all  con- 
nection with  the  banks.  The  legislature,  however, 
did  not  hesitate  to  make  good  the  faith  of  the  state, 
by  directing  the  sale  of  its  stock  for  an  amount  ade- 
quate to  redeem  without  delay  the  notes  of  the  sus- 
pended bank. 

The  practice  of  issuing  post  notes,  carried  on  by 
some  of  the  associations  under  the  act  to  authorise 
free  banking,  is  manifestly  a fraudulent  abuse  of 
their  legal  privileges.  Measures  have  been  adopted 
which  it  is  believed  will  immediately  arrest  it,  as 
well  as  give  greater  security  to  all  their  paper. — 
With  a view  more  aft'ectually  to  secure  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  circulating  notes  issued  by  such  banks, 
a law  has  been  passed  subjecting  the  affairs  of  such 
associations  and  their  securities  deposited  with  the 
comptroller  to  inspection  by  the  bank  commission- 
ers. Those  securities  will  also  be  examined  by  the 
annual  joint  committee  of  the  legislature  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer. 

We  have  also  enacted  laws,  on  which  our  commit- 
tees have  bestowed  great  care,  giving  security  as 
well  as  facility  to  the  management,  transfer  and  evi- 
dence of  our  public  debt.  We  consider  these  pro- 
visions important  as  well  as  to  protect  the  state  from 
the  frauds  and  loss  to  which  former  laws  exposed  us, 
as  to  guard  the  holders  of  our  stock,  and  thus  to  in- 
crease its  value  and  market  price  at  home  and  abroad. 

We  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  similar  in  effect  to  those  which  passed 
the  assembly  in  1839,  but  were  then  rejected  by  the 
senate,  altogether  separating  judges  of  the  county 
courts  from  the  board  of  supervisors  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  county  officers.  Thus  county  treasurers 
and  superintendents  of  the  poor  will  hereafter  be 
appointed  by  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties. 

In  compliance  with  the  recent  amendment  of  the 
constitution  a law  has  been  passed  providing  for  the 
election  of  mayor  of  the  several  cities  directly  by 


the  people,  instead  of  their  appointment  by  the  com- 
mon councils. 

The  abuses  of  the  elective  franchise  in  the  city  of 
New  York  by  the  practice  of  illegal  voting,  and  the 
commotions  and  disorders  thence  resulting,  which 
have  so  long  alarmed  the  friends  of  free  government 
have  been  carefully  considered.  Notwithstanding 
the  difficulty  of  framing,  without  full  experience  and 
repeated  amendment,  election  laws,  which  shall  be 
equal,  practicable  and  simple  in  their  operation,  a 
system  has  been  established,  which,  being  wholly 
administered  by  officers  chosen  immediately'  by  the 
electors  themselves,  will,  we  confidently  trust,  pro- 
duce fair  and  peaceable  elections  in  that  city,  and 
secure  to  every  citizen,  poor  or  rich,  native  or  na- 
turalized, whatever  his  occupation  or  employment, 
the  free  and  inviolate  enjoyment  of  the  most  pre- 
cious privilege  of  citizenship,  thus  vindicating  be- 
fore the  world  the  practicability  and  safety  of  the 
great  democratic  principle  of  universal  suffrage. — 
The  system  went  into  partial  operation  at  the  late 
charter  election  in  New  York,  and  although  it  had 
previously  been  vehemently  and  intemperately  de- 
denounced  by  those  interested  in  deleating  a fair 
expression  of  the  will  of  the  people,  it  has  thus  far 
secured  the  approbation  of  the  citizens  of  that  great 
metropolis. 

Whilst  in  common  with  all  our  fellow  citizens  wre 
have  looked  with  great  solicitude  to  congress  for 
some  modification  of  the  militia  system,  by  which 
its  efficiency  should  be  increased,  and  its  burthens, 
every  were  unequal,  but  peculiarly  oppressive  in 
our  great  commercial  metropolis,  should  be  reduced, 
we  have  endeavored  to  extend  to  the  people  such 
relief  as  is  within  the  constitutional  prerogative  of 
the  legislature.  For  that  purpose  a law  has  been 
passed  abolishing  expensive  brigade  courts  martial 
in  New  York  and  its  vicinity,  and  substituting  regi- 
mental courts.  A general  act  has  also  been  passed 
reducing  the  onerous  burthen  of  militia  service  and 
military  fines  throughout  the  state. 

We  have  not  been  indifferent  to  the  just  complaints 
of  our  fellow  citizens  concerning  the  abuses  in  legal 
proceedings,  a subject  ever  requiring  the  watchful 
attention  of  the  legislature,  but  peculiarly  so  at  pre- 
sent, when  so  many  citizens  are  involved  in  calami- 
ties that  no  ordinary  prudence  could  foresee,  and  no 
human  industry  could  avert,  when  the  accumulations 
of  years  are  suddenly  lost,  the  fairest  prospects 
blighted,  and  poverty  and  wretchedness  find  their 
way  into  thousands  hitherto  happy  and  contented 
dwellings. 

The  proceedings  in  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages 
have  been  simplified  and  rendered  less  expensive. 
We  have  honestly  and  zealously  labored,  though  with 
great  and  unavoidable  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
specific  measures,  to  improve  the  simplicity  and 
economy  of  other  legal  proceedings.  The  results 
are  before  the  people  and  will  be  judged  of  by  their 
effects.  The  law  extending  the  non-imprisonment 
act  to  non  resident  debtors  expunges  from  the  statue- 
book  the  last  remains  of  the  odious  and  baibarous 
system  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  A new  regulation 
enacted  as  to  sales  of  lands  for  taxes  arid  assessments 
will  give  greater  security  to  loans  upon  mortgage, 
especially  in  cities  and  villages.  The  rights  of  mar- 
ried women  have  been  surrounded  with  new  safe- 
guards by  a modification  of  the  proceedings  in  eject- 
ment for  dower  and  in  partition,  and  by  an  act 
legalizing  insurance  upon  the  life  of  a husband. — 
The  statue  regulating  trusts  has  been  so  modified  as 
to  remove  the  inconvenient  restrictions  imposed 
upon  trusts  and  devises  for  useful  public  purposes, 
and  especially  for  those  of  benevolence,  science  and 
general  education. 

The  public  charities  have  not  been  overlooked. 
The  liberal  provision  heretofore  made  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  continued. — 
Appropriations  have  been  made  to  prosecute  the 
construction  of  the  asylum  tor  the  insane,  upon  a 
plan  more  economical  and  prudent,  but  not  less  effi- 
cient than  that  adopted  under  the  late  administration. 
Other  provisions  have  been  enacted  for  more  effec- 
tually guarding  the  judicious  application  of  public 
funds  to  charitable  purposes.  - 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  abuses  and  cruelty 
which  have  disgraced  our  state  prisons,  resulted  in 
a great  degree  from  the  despotic  power  and  unjusti- 
fiable emoluments  of  the  chief  agents  of  the  prisons. 
We  have  endeavored,  by  separating  the  duties  of  the 
agents  and  keepers,  to  secure  a wholesome  respon- 
sibility on  the  part  of  those  officers  to  the  hoards  of 
inspectors,  and  more  effectual  supervision  by  tiie  in- 
spectors over  the  police  of  the  prisons. 

An  ill  judged  law  passed  in  1837  gave  the  admi- 
nistration upon  the  effects  of  aliens  dying  in  this  state 
and  leaving  no  widow  or  known  near  kindred,  to  the 
consuls  of  the  foreign  sovereigns  to  whom  such 
deceased  persons  were  claimed  as  having  owed 
allegiance.  This  was  alike  injurious  to  American 
creditors  and  to  the  relatives  abroad  who  had  no  se- 


curity for  the  good  faith  or  the  solvency  of  the  va- 
rious consuls  who  thus  received  the  pioperty.  We 
therefore  repealed  the  law  and  placed  the  effects  of 
aliens  dying  amongst  us  under  the  protection  ol  llie 
same  general  law  s which  guaid  the  rights  of  our  own 
citizens  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  differences  between  landloid  and  tenant  that 
recently  agitated  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Kensse- 
laer,  have  led  to  the  enacting  a law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  empowered  to  act  as  media- 
tors or  even  as  arbitrators  between  the  contending 
parties.  The  governor  has  given  to  this  law  the 
fullest  effect  by  his  judicious  selection  of  two  com- 
missioners eminently  fitted  by  character  and  public 
confidence  for  the  difficult  (rusts. 

The  trial  by' jury,  the  great  security  of  all  civil 
rights,  and  the  distinguishing  principle  of  republican 
government,  has  been  extended  to  the  cases  of  per- 
sons arrested  in  this  slate  and  claimed  as  fugitives 
from  service.  That  law  has  been  framed  upon  the 
great  principle  of  state  rights,  the  authority  of  a so- 
vereign state  to  regulate  the  action  of  its  own  courts. 
We  also  have  passed  a law  enabling  and  directing 
the  executive,  to  reclaim  the  person  and  assert  the 
freedom  of  any  citizen  of  this  state  kidnapped  and 
carried  out  of  our  borders  into  slavery. 

The  beneficial  results  of  the  geological  survey  are 
already  seen  in  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  state,  and  in  a quickened  spirit  of  improvement 
in  agriculture  and  manufactures.  That  no  part  of 
the  state  may7  be  deprived  of  a participation  in  these 
benefits,  we  have  authorised  the  continuation  of  the 
survey  throughout  another  year,  and  made  provision 
for  the  preservation  of  the  invaluable  scientific  trea- 
sures which  it  has  yielded  to  the  state. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  state  and  its  system 
of  internal  improvements  have  received  the  solicitous 
consideration  demanded  by'  their  acknowledged 
importance.  Notwithstanding  the  multiplied  and 
studied  misrepresentations  poured  forth  by  the  organs 
and  advocates  of  the  late  administration,  it  was  not 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  true  condition  of  the  state, 
nor  in  our  judgment  can  there  be  any  doubt  of  the 
real  cause  of  the  alarm  and  anxiety  created  among 
the  people. 

The  state,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
possessed  various  completed  works,  all  constructed 
by  funds  procured  upon  the  public  credit.  The  stock 
remaining  outstanding  for  the  works  completed  and 
for  very  large  appropriations  made  by  the  previous 
administration  to  cany  on  other  works  undeitaken 
prior  to  1839,  amounted  to  ten  millions  of  dollars. — 
The  annual  gross  revenue  of  the  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain canals  alone  now7  exceeds  one  million  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  A careful  estimate  by  the 
canal  board  and  now  before  the  people,  shows  that  re- 
venues from  the  canals  increase  at  the  rate  of  seven 
and  ahalf  per  cent,  every  ten  years,  and  give  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  gross  revenue  in  18-16  will  ex- 
ceed two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars.  The  piose- 
cution  of  our  system  of  internal  improvements  now 
rests  upon  the  same  principles  upon  which  it  has  been 
conducted  ever  since  the  first  law  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Erie  canal.  The  only  difference  is  that 
the  experience  of  each  year  adds  greater  sanction  to 
those  principles  and  the  actual  results  regularly  ex- 
ceed all  previous  estimates. 

The  doubts  and  fears  which  the  subject  has  excit- 
ed, arose  from  the  fact  that  the  previous  administra- 
tion had  rushed  precipitately  and  without  reliable 
estimates  and  calculations  into  the  expenditures  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  other  works.  Large  appropriations  tor  those 
works,  the  cost  of  which  was  left  to  be  the  subject 
of  the  w'ildest  conjecture,  excluded  every  other  por- 
tion of  the  state  from  immediate  participation  in  the 
public  munificence,  while  the  undefined  expense  of 
these  great  undertakings  threatened  to  absoib  ulti- 
mately the  entire  revenues  of  the  state. 

The  policy  more  recently  adopted  is  that  the  state 
should  neither  construct  nor  aid  in  any  work  with- 
out the  most  careful  and  reliable  estimates  of  its 
total  cost;  that  the  appropriation  every  year  should 
be  limited  to  such  sums  as  would  leave  our  whole 
aggregate  indebtedness  for  principal  and  interest 
within  the  ability  of  the  state  to  pay  in  any  event 
with  the  income  actually  derived  from  its  public 
works  as  that  income  is  ascertained  by7  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  previous  year;  but  that  the  prosecu- 
tion of  works  now  in  progress  should  be  retorted  or 
postponed  according  to  the  receipts  of  revenue  and 
the  reasonable  claims  of  all  parts  of  the  state.  This 
course  will  prevent  the  possibility  of  taxation,  as 
well  as  that  necessity  which  other  states  have  felt 
of  borrowing  money  to  meet  the  demands  of  previous 
loans. 

The  specific  appropriations  made  this  year  have 
been  respectively  the  result  of  deliberations  in  which 
only  a majority  of  the  legislature  and  a majority  of 
the  undersigned  have  concurred.  Much  difference 
of  opinion  has  prevailed  among  us,  and  scarcely  any 
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one  of  these  appropriations  has  received  our  unani- 
mous support.  We  therefore  by  no  means  main- 
tain that  the  improvements  which  have  thus  receiv- 
ed legislative  aid  are  collectively  more  meritorious 
than  some  which  have  been  unsuccessful.  On  the 
contrary,  as  our  location  and  the  interests  of  our 
respective  opinions  influenced  our  votes,  each  of  us 
would  have  preferred  a different  distribution  of 
some  portion  of  that  aid  to  internal  trade  and  im- 
provement, which  all  agreed  it  was  within  the  ability 
and  duty  of  the  state  to  render.  Yet  we  trust  the 
result  will  demonstrate  that  there  is  neither  necessity 
for  arresting  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works 
nor  wisdom  in  suspending  them,  and  that  as  long  as 
the  revenues  of  the  state  are  husbanded,  and  a spirit 
of  moderation,  equality  and  devotion  to  the  great 
cause  ol  internal  improvement  prevails  in  the  pub- 
lic councils,  the  system  may  be  prosecuted  with 
safety  until  the  various  works  regaided  by  our  fel- 
low citizens  as  important  to  their  prosperity  shall 
receive  all  necessary  aid. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  tendering 
to  you  our  warrti  and  deepfell  congratulations  that 
the  doubt  and  fears  which  had  for  a short  season 
somewhat  affected  tiie  value  of  our  state  stocks  have 
been  dissipated.  Those  doubts  and  fears  arose  in 
part  from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  times, 
and  the  general  alarm  from  which  neither  the  cool- 
est nor  the  wealthiest  were  exempt.  But  they  were 
greatly  increased  bv  bold  and  malicious  exaggera- 
tions and  misrepresentations  of  our  financial  con- 
dition. These  were  evidently  prompted  by  a blind 
zeal,  which,  in  the  hope  of  aiding  a party,  did  not 
hesitate  to  assail  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
state.  Ttiey  were  industriously  circulated  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  wherever  our  state  credit 
could  be  injured,  or  the  value  of  slocks  impaired, 
and  consequently  (he  facility  of  procuring  funds  for 
carrying  on  our  roads  and  canals  lessened,  as  the 
sacrifices  to  be  made  for  that  purpose  augmented. — 
The  exposition  of  our  state  officers,  the  financial 
reports  and  debates  of  the  legislature  during  this 
and  the  last  session,  and  above  all  the  clear  evi- 
dence of  the  facts  themselves,  have  repelled  and 
refuted,  if  they  have  not  quite  silenced  these  calum- 
nies, and  have,  we  trust,  triumphantly  vindicated 
the  responsibility  and  resources  as  well  as  the  faith 
and  honor  of  our  noble  state. 

Neither  the  alarming  condition  of  public  affairs, 
nor  the  agitated  state  of  the  public  mind,  nor  our 
own  sense  of  duty,  would  permit  us  to  confine  our 
consultations  to  such  measures  ol  relief  and  reform 
as  were  within  the  range  of  our  state  legislation. — 
On  the  contrary,  acting  in  accordance  with  the  sen- 
timents ol  the  people  of  this  state,  as  expressed  in 
their  elections,  and  in  pursuance  of  time-honored, 
republican  customs,  ever  deemed  essential  to  main- 
tain the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  we  have  delibe- 
rately examined  the  various  questions  of  public 
interest  which  now  agitate  the  nation. 

In  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  people,  unequivo- 
cally expressed,  we  have  returned  Nathaniel  P. 
Tallmadge  to  the  seat  he  recently  filled  in  the  se- 
nate ot  the  United  States.  Through  him  was  trans- 
mitted to  congress  a protest  against  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  and  against  any  scheme  on  the  part  of  the 
federal  government,  whereby  the  national  revenues 
should  he  required  to  be  collected  in  any  other  me- 
dium than  the  common  currency  of  the  country,  or 
by  which  those  revenues  should  be  placed  in  (lie 
custody  of  agents'  appointed  by  and  responsible  only 
to  the  executive  power.  We  protested  on  the 
ground  that  such  measures  had  been  thrice  directly 
submitted  to  the  people  of  this  state,  and  by  them 
as  often  indignantly  rejected;  that  they  were  ad- 
verse to  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  that  they 
established  practically  one  currency  tor  the  govern- 
ment and  another  and  different  currency  for  the 
people,  and  that  such  measures  would  enable  the 
federal  government  to  control  and  destroy  the  cur- 
rency created  by  the  states;  would  cause  the  with- 
drawal and  hoarding  of  millions  of  gold  and  silver; 
would  affect  injuriously  all  branches  of  industry; 
would  take  from  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  and  the 
mechanic,  the  value  of  his  products  and  the  price  of 
his  labor,  and  would  augment  and  establish  to  a 
most  dangerous  extent  the  patronage  of  the  federal 
government.  We  protested  also  on  the  ground  that 
such  measures  were  hostile  to  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  free  government,  and  pregnant  with  danger 
to  the  business,  the  credit,  the  prosperity,  and  the 
liberlies  of  the  people. 

We  have  also  laid  before  congress  the  solemn  pro- 
test oi  the  people  of  this  state  against  tile  vote  and 
decision  of  the  house  of  representatives,  by  which 
that  house  refused  to  receive  (hereafter  or  in  any 
•mariner  act  upon  any  petition  relating  to  slavery  in 
the  United  States,  as  a denial  of  the  common  right 
of  any  and  every  citizen  of  this  country  to  be  heard 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people  upon  any  and 
every  subject  on  which  he  may  think  proper  re- 


spectfully to  address  them — as  a violation  moreover 
of  the  common  and  natural  right  of  every  human 
being  to  address  his  prayer  for  aid  to  those  who 
have  power  to  afford  protection  and  relief,  and  as 
an  open  and  direct  infraction  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, both  of  which  solemn  instruments  declare 
that  the  right  of  petition  shall  not  be  abridged. 

We  have  further  declared  to  congress  that  the 
national  domain  is  the  common  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  right  constitutes  a common 
fund  for  their  use  and  benefit,  and  ought  to  be  faith- 
fully disposed  of  for  that  purpose;  and  for  no  other 
uses  whatever.  We  have  therefore  protested  against 
the  surrender  of  this  common  property  to  a portion 
of  the  states  as  unjust,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the 
uses  and  objects  for  which  it  was  ceded  and  ac- 
cepted. 

We  have  further  declared  to  congress  that  it  was 
not  to  be  endured  by  the  people  of  this  state  that  a 
government  free  from  debt  ami  at  peace  with  all  the 
world  should  consume  for  its  current  expenses  the 
national  domain,  but  that  the  ordinary  resources 
from  imposts  and  tonnage  are  abundantly  sufficient, 
when  faithfully  collected,  and  prudently  and  econo- 
mically applied,  for  all  the  legitimate  purposes  of 
the  common  government. 

We  have  further  expressed  to  the  representatives 
from  this  slate  our  opinion  that  congress  is  imperi- 
ously called  upon  by  the  embarrassments  which 
have  proslrated  the  business  of  the  country  to  ex- 
ercise i‘3'constitulional  power  to  establish  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the 
United  Stales. 

An  appeal  from  New  Jersey  to  her  sister  states 
kindled  in  us  strong  feelings  of  sympathy  and  of 
indignation.  Five  of  her  six  representatives  in 
congress,  holding  the  official  certificate  of  the  high- 
est state  authorities  to  their  election,  had  been  ex- 
cluded from  their  seats  in  congress  by  an-  unprece- 
dented party  vote  in  contradiction  to  immemorial 
parliamentary  usage,  as  well  as  lo  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  our  country.  We  utlered  to  the  whole 
union  our  indignant  protest  against  the  exclusion  as 
unwarrantable  in  itself,  as  unjust  to  the  people  of 
New  Jersey  and  insulting  to  her  state  sovereignty, 
and  above  all  as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
American  people. 

We  have  also  through  the  reports  of  our  commit- 
tees and  the  resolutions  of  the  assembly  called  upon 
the  pi  ople  of  the  union  to  guard  against  the  dan- 
gerous influence  of  the  power  and  patronage  ol 
the  president  over  the  legislation  of  congress.  We 
have  pointed  out  the  bold  and  unhesitating  use,  for 
the  most  pernicious  ends,  of  the  recommendatory  or 
message-  power,  in  connection  with  the  veto  power 
either  in  use  or  in  threat,  and  with  the  appointing 
power  and  its  enormous  patronage.  We  have  ex- 
pressed as  Ihe  sense  of  the  people  of  this  slate  our 
conviction  that  the  preserving  hostility  of  Ihe  pre- 
sent federal  administration  to  the  banking  and  other 
institutions  of  the  state,  as  indicated  by  the  presi- 
dent’s message  to  congress  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency,  are  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  as  well  as 
the  letter  of  the  consiitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  destructive  to  those  interests  which  the  lederal 
government  was  instituted  to  protect. 

Such  fellow  citizens,  is  a plain  unstudied  report  of 
the  action  of  the  legislature,  and  of  the  important 
measures  adopted  during  the  session.  We  are  con- 
tent to  submit  them  to  your  dispassionate  judgment 
without  comment  or  argument. 

Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  an  address  of 
the  minority  of  the  legislature.  It  is  characteristic 
of  them,  and  in  keeping  with  their  acts,  that  their 
address  was  published  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, even  before  a day  was  fixed  for  adjournment, 
and  wtiile  many  of  the  most  important  questions 
of  the  session  remained  undecided.  We  met  them 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  in  a spirit  of 
conciliation,  for  we  were  sure  that  if  there  could  be 
any  time  when  Ihe  interests  of  the  state  and  ihe 
welfare  of  the  people  required  the  sacrifice  of  per- 
sonal and  party  interest  amt  prejudices,  such  a time 
had  arrived.  How  far  that  spirit  has  been  recipro- 
cated on  their  part  it  is  left  to  our  fellow  citizens 
to  decide.  We  shall  not  descend  to  recrimination 
with  them.  Still  farther  is  it  from  our  intention 
to  follow  (heir  example  by  stigmatizing  them  with 
party  names  or  attributing  to  them  principles  of- 
fensive alike  to  the  people  and  ourselves.  Whilst 
vaguely  appealing  to  the  people  from  the  action  ol 
the  majority,  they  omit  all  details  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  legislature.  We  have  thought  that  the  peo- 
ple desire  to  know  how  their  representatives  have 
discharged  their  trusts,  and  t hat  judgment  will  be 
pronounced  upon  our  acts — not  on  our  professions. 
We  submit  ouiselves  cheerfully  to  the  tribunal 
which  our  associates  have  invoked,  and  we  address 
that  tribunal  frankly  and  confidingly,  conscious  that 
it  is  one  which  no  sophistry  can  mislead,  no  preju- 


dice bias,  and  no  concealment  deceive.  It  only  re- 
mains for  us  to  state  what  would  have  been  the  re- 
sults of  the  seasons  if  the  counsel  of  our  associates 
had  prevailed. 

The  election  of  a senator  in  congress,  prevented 
by  a factious  senate  last  year,  would  have  been 
again  defeated,  and  in  the  most  interesting  crisis  of 
public  affairs  our  great  slate  would  have  been  re- 
presented by  only  a single  senator,  and  that  senator 
one  who  has  been  rebuked  at  three  successive  elec- 
tions for  misrepresenting  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  session  would  have  been  closed  without  any 
important  legislation,  if  the  efforts  of  the  opposition 
to  waste  time  had  been  successful.  To  the  best  of 
their  ability  they  labored  by  means  of  prolonged 
and  reckless  debate,  and  all  the  arts  of  legislative 
delay,  to  retard  or  prevent  every  measure  of  reform 
and  of  public  policy.  The  most  salutary  measures, 
wholly  unconnected  with  any  party  objects,  except 
so  far  as  the  public  good  must  be  the  object  of  every 
honest  parly,  were  opposed  and  embarrassed,  even 
where  they  could  not  be  defeated.  Had  the  mi- 
nority been  able  to  carry  out  all  their  purposes,  no 
legislation  of  any  value  or  moment,  on  any  subject 
whatever,  could  have  been  effected. 

The  sound  paper  money  of  this  state  would  have 
been  banished  from  circulation,  and  the  miserable 
bills  of  other  states  would  have  been  introduced  in- 
stead, while  the  sudden  closing  of  banks  through- 
out the  state  would  have  dried  up  the  sources  of 
capital,  already  nearly  exhausted.  Thus  the  gene- 
ral distress  of  the  community  would  have  been  fear- 
fully aggravated. 

The  state,  alter  having  appropriated  to  its  own 
ordinary  expenditure,  the  whole  safety  fund,  would 
have  forfeited  its  faith,  dishonored  the  bills  of  a 
safety  fund  bank,  and  cast  upon  its  poorest  citizens 
the  loss  of  tw’o  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  election  frauds  in  the  city  of  New  York 
would  have  been  unchecked,  and  the  peace  of  that 
great  city  would  have  been  left  exposed  to  the  com- 
motions ever  accompanying  coriupt  and  fraudulent 
elections  in  a crowded  population. 

The  administration  of  justice  and  the  punishment 
of  crime  in  that  populous  mart  would  have  been  left 
embarrassed  by  tile  serious  difficulties  attendant 
upon  courts  injudiciously  organized  and  whose  con- 
stitutionality has  been  questioned  by  high  authority. 

The  right  of  trial  by  jury  for  the  protection  of  per- 
sonal liberty  would  have  been  denied  to  that  very 
class  to  whom  their  humble  and  unfortunate  con- 
dition rendered  it  most  valuable. 

Our  former  laws  and  practice,  under  which  the 
treasury  and  the  credit  of  the  slate,  as  well  as  the 
) ust  rights  of  the  holders  and  purchasers  of  our  pub- 
lic stocks,  were  embarrassed  by  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers would  have  been  left  uncorrected,  to  the  seri- 
ous pecuniary  loss  of  the  funds  devoted  to  internal 
improvement  as  well  as  the  great  discredit  of  our 
public  faith. 

The  state  would  have  paid  its  debts  neither  to 
foreigners  nor  to  our  own  citizens  employed  upon 
its  public  works.  The  public  works  now  in  pio- 
gress  would  have  been  suddenly  and  abruptly  dis- 
continued, whilst  the  treasury  would  have  been  ex- 
hausted in  payingspeculative  damages  to  contractors 
for  the  voluntary  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
state.  Labor  already  badly  paid,  and  agricultural 
products  already  sunk  in  value  one- half,  would  have 
undergone  farther  depreciation,  and  the  business  of 
the  community,  already  intolerably  embarrassed, 
would  have  been  suspended  and  paralized.  Not 
one  work  of  improvement  in  the  state  would  have 
been  undertaken,  nor  a single  one  aided.  The  sys- 
tem that  pours  into  our  treasury  a revenue  far  ex- 
ceeding our  ordinary  expenditures,  and  that  has 
given  us  a pioud  pre-eminence  in  the  union  would 
have  been  carelessly  and  shamefully  abandoned. — 
The  just  hope,  and  expectations  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, encouraged  by  the  legislature  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  would  have  been  wantonly  disap- 
pointed. 

The  remonstrance  of  the  people  of  this  state 
against  the  sub-treasury  scheme  which  has  caused 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  falter  in  his 
wicked  purposes  of  subverting  the  prosperity  and 
liberties  of  the  people  by  the  establishment  of  his 
sub-treasury,  would  have  been  hushed  into  tame 
and  abject  submission. 

The  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right  of  the 
people  lo  petition  their  representatives  in  congress 
would  have  been  ingloriously  surrendered. 

The  interests  of  this  state  in  the  national  do- 
main, exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  and  constituting  a fund  sufficient  for  the 
most  extended  system  of  improvement  and  educa- 
tion would  have  been  shamefully  relinquished  with- 
out consideration  or  equivalent. 

The  neglect  or  refusal  of  congress  to  exercise  its 
constitutional  power  to  pass  general  bankrupt  laws 
would  have  been  justified. 
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Finally,  by  failing  to  remonstrate  against  the  en- 
croachments of  executive  power  and  to  demand  its 
limitation,  our  state  would  have  proved  false  to 
the  republican  principles  she  has  nobly  maintained 
for  more  than  fifty  years. 

We  have  thus  set  before  the  people  the  matters 
in  difference  between  the  minority  and  ourselves. 
The  people  will  judge  whether  they  or  we  have 
most  faithfully  maintained  republican  principles, 
and  adopted  democratic  measures.  Nor  will  it  ex- 
cite surprise  that  the  minority  are  unsparing  in 
their  denunciation  of  the  executive.  The  reason 
is  obvious.  The  policy  of  his  administration  ac- 
cords with  that  which  we  have  pursued  and  which 
the  minority  has  opposed.  His  efficient  conduct 
of  public  affairs,  his  lucid  expositions  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  state,  his  vindication  of  the  system  of 
internal  improvement,  and  the  eminently  enlight- 
ened and  benevolent  spirit  which  has  distinguished 
the  recommendations  he  has  submitted  to  the  legis- 
lature, have  rendered  opposition  to  him  as  unavoida- 
ble as  to  the  principles  and  policy  identified  with 
his  administration. 

We  have  yet  to  speak  of  our  performance  of 
one  other  great  and  solemn  duty.  Meeting  together, 
not  officially  in  our  distinct  legislative  bodies,  but 
as  the  assembled  whig  members  of  the  legislature 
of  New  York,  constituting  the  majorities  of  both 
houses,  and  representing  a majority  of  the  electors 
of  the  state,  we  have  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  people  the  results  of  the  measures  and 
policy  of  the  present  federal  administration.  We 
have  asked  them  to  look  at  the  facts,  and  then 
judge  for  themselves.  A crippled  commerce — in- 
ternal trade  languishing — manufacturers  discharg- 
ing their  hands — the  products  of  agriculture  at 
their  lowest  prices — mechanics  without  employ- 
ment— money  scarce  and  kept  from  circulation  by 
well-founded  apprehensions  of  the  hostile  measures 
of  the  government — the  currency  left  to  us,  de- 
ranged and  depreciated  by  the  war  upon  credit  so 
wantonly  waged  for  years — many  .of  the  moneyed 
institutions  compelled  by  the  same  cause  to  sus- 
pend specie  payments,  and  the  residue  obliged  to 
restrict  their  issues  in  order  to  save  themselves 
from  ruin — public  works  on  internal  improvement 
in  various  parts  of  the  union  abandoned — laborers 
dismissed  without  means  of  support,  or  the  pros- 
pect of  employment — industry  in  all  its  depart- 
ments baffled,  disheartened  and  unrewarded— the 
value  of  property  and  the  wages  of  labor  depreci- 
ated— the  federal  government  incuring  a debt  to  de- 
fray its  daily  expenses — those  expenses  swelled  to 
an  amount  far  beyond  all  former  example— the 
treasures  of  the  nation  wasted,  and  the  lives  of  her 
bravest  sons  ingloriously  sacrificed  in  the  swamps' 
of  Florida — this  vast  amount  of  present  suffering 
aggravated  by  dismay  at  beholding  the  obstinacy 
with  which  fresh  experiments  are  forced  upon  a 
people  that  have  repeatedly  rejected  and  denounced 
them.  Such  is  the  gloomy  but  faithful  picture  ot 
a country  so  lately  “prosperous  and  happy  beyond 
example.” 

Deeply  sensible  that  from  this  condition  there  is 
no  relief,  no  hope  or  chance  of  change,  but  by 
wresting  from  the  hands  of  those  who  have  pro- 
duced it,  the  means  of  inflicting  further  injury  upon 
a suffering  country,  we,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  New  York,  for  ourselves  and  our  consti- 
tuents, have  pledged  the  united  and  devoted  ener- 
gies of  the  democratic  whig  freemen  of  the  empire 
state  to  the  cause  of  HARRISON  and  REFORM. 
We  have  unanimously  resolved,  that  in  the  charac- 
ter and  qualifications  of  the  candidates  selected  by 
the  convention  at  Harrisburg,  we  have  high  incen- 
tives to  the  most  determined  efforts  for  completing 
the  work  already  auspiciously  commenced.  In  a 
long  course  of  public  service  they  have  furnished 
the  strongest  evidence  of  talent,  public  virtue,  and 
patriotic  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country.  They  have  proved  themselves  true  to  the 
constitution,  obedient  to  the  laws,  faithful  to  the 
people. 

The  life  of  WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON 
is  an  unbroken  history  of  distinguished  services, 
from  the  time  when  he  received  a commission  from 
Washington  to  the  day  when  he  was  dismissed  from 
public  service  by  Andrew  Jackson — an  interval  of 
forty  years,  during  which  he  guided  the  hardy  pio- 
neers of  the  west,  protected  their  feeble  settlements 
by  his  bravery,  from  Indian  hostility,  and  con- 
ducted them  by  the  wisdom  of  his  civil  adminis- 
tration, through  difficulties  and  perils  until  at- 
taining the  strength  and  dignity  of  sovereign  states 
they  took  their  place  iu  the  confederacy  of  the 
union. 

In  the  national  councils,  executive  departments, 
in  diplomatic  stations,  he  has  universally  exhibited 
the  moderation,  prudence  and  sagacity  which  so 
eminently  marked  the  character  of  Washington. — 
In  the  field,  following  the  same  great  example,  he 


served  his  country  with  cool  and  determined  bravery, 
wise  policy  and  never  ceasing  vigilance;  finally 
when  we  behold  him,  after  having  filled  the  sta- 
tions affording  every  opportunity  for  wealth,  and 
every  temptation  to  avarice,  retiring  in  honest  po- 
verty to  the  cultivation  of  a farm,  we  are  filled  with 
admiration  of  a character  exhibiting  such  noble  dis- 
interestedness, such  high  and  useful  talent,  and 
such  exalted  patriotism. 

Fellow  citizens,  it  belongs  to  others  than  your 
representatives  in  the  legislature  to  adopt  plans  of 
political  organization.  We  congratulate  you  upon 
the  harmony  and  spirit  every  where  pervading  the 
ranks  of  the  true  democracy  of  the  union.  We 
congratulate  you  upon  the  auspicious  omens  of 
success  which  appear  in  every  state  from  Maine  to 
the  far  distant  west  and  south.  We  congratulate 
you  even  upon  the  rancorous  and  malignant  spirit 
manifested  by  our  opponents  towards  the  illustrious 
citizen  under  whose  name  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  proceeding  to  a greater  civic  triumph 
than  any  they  have  yet  achieved.  No  stronger 
evidence  of  the  desperation  of  the  advocates  of  the 
federal  executive  can  be  required  than  the  reckless 
calumnies  w’ith  which  they  assail  the  fair  fame  of 
one  whose  name  has  hitherto  been  without  re- 
proach, whose  gallant  achievements  constitute  a 
part  of  the  imperishable  glory  of  his  country,  and 
who  has  maintained  and  defended  in  the  senate  as 
in  the  field,  by  his  eloquent  voice  and  pen  as  well 
as  by  his  sword,  the  dearest  privileges  of  freemen, 
the  noblest  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  ho- 
nor, the  rights  and  the  independence  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

A.  B.  Dickinson,  Che- 
mung 

A.  Dixon,  Chautauque 
Gabriel  Furman,  Kings 
Henry  Hawkins,  Genesee 
James  G.  Hopkins,  St. 

Lawrence 

Laurens  Hull,  Allegany 
F.  Humphrey,  Albany 
Alvah  Hunt,  Chenango. 

Martin  Lee,  Washington 
H.  A.  Livingston,  Dutch 
ess 

John  Maynard,  Sejreca 
W.  A.  Moseley,  Erie 

R.  C.  Nicholas,  Ontario 
Bethuel  Peck,  Warren 
Erastus  Root,  Delaware 
Mitchell  Sanford,  Greene 
M.  H.  Sibley,  Ontario 
F.  A.  Tallmadge,  N.  York 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  N. 

York 

Samuel  Works,  Niagara 
William  Barnes,  Cortland 

F.  Bassler,  jr.  Albany 
O.  Benedict,  Chautauque 
D.  L.  Bernard,  Ulster. 

V.  Birdseye,  Onondaga 
Wm.H.L.  Bogart, Tomp- 
kins 

John  H.  Boyd,  Washing- 
ton 

George  Brown,  Monroe 
John  W.Brownson, Gene- 
see 

A.  Bryan,  Dutchess 
Chester  Buck,  Lewis 
William  Church,  Che- 
nango 

Calvin  Clark,  Jefferson 
Charles  E.  Clarke,  Jef- 
ferson 

Elias  Clark,  Livingston 
Henry  Conklin,  Dutchess 
Geo.  A.  S.  Ciooker,  Cat- 
taragus 

Lorenzo  Dana,  Allegheny 

G.  Deyoe,  Rensselaer 
William  Duer,  Oswego 
John  S.  Eldridge,  Frank- 
lin 

Peter  Flagler,  Albany 
George  A.  French,  Chau- 
tauque. 

Phares  Gould,  Onondaga 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Erie 
Horace  Healy.  Genesee 

S.  W.  Hoag,  Rensselaer  1 
Mbamj , May  14. 

Income  of  railways.  The  past  year,  we  find,  by  the 
following  table,  that  the  income  of  rail  roads  is  still 
on  the  increase.  We  have  not  the  yearly  state- 
ment of  the  Utica  and  Schenectady,  but  understand 
that  this  road  yielded  above  14  per  cent,  on  its  cost. 
The  Utica  and  Syracuse,  for  the  short  time  it  has 
been  in  operation,  has  netted  at  the  same  rate. 


Demas  Hubbard,  jr.  Che- 
nango 

Alva  Jefferson,  Genesee 
Jeremiah  Johnson, Kings 
Stephen  Johnson,  Jeffer- 
son 

John  A.  King,  Queens 
J.  R.  Lawrence,  Onon- 
daga 

George  W.  Lay,  Genesee 
John  W.  McFadden,  Ca- 
yuga 

R.  McRiri^try,  Columbia 
L.  I.  Marvin,  Fulton  and 
Hamilton 

C.  Mersereau,  Broome 
Jonas  H.  Miller,  Colum- 
bia 

Horace  Morley,  Wayne 
Justin  Niles,  Columbia 
Durfee  Osband,  Wayne 
Stephen  Osborne,  Erie 
J.  V.  L.  Overbagh,  Ulster 
Reynold  Peck,  Ontario 
G.  W.  Patterson,  Living- 
ston 

Jabez  B.  Phelps,  Cort- 
land 

Samuel  Plumb,  Chenan- 
go 

P.  B.  Porter,  jr.  Niagara 
T.  H.  Porter,  Cattarau- 
gus 

Abraham  A.  Post,  Onta- 
rio 

Francis  O.  Pratt,  Niagara 
W.  Ricm,  Chautauque 

D.  B.  St.  John,  Sullivan 
Aaron  Salisbury,  Erie 
T.  W.  Sanders,  Schenec- 
tady 

D.  Sibley,  Monroe 

G.  A.  Simmons,  Essex 
A.  Simpson,  Washington 
A.  Smith,  Onondaga 
Daniel  Stewart,  Saratoga 
John  Stewart,  Saratoga. 

E.  Strong,  Monroe 

R.  Swartwout,  Tomp- 
kins 

H.  W.  Taylor,  Ontario 
D.  Toffey,  Dutchess 

W.  H.  Van  Scoonhoven, 
Rensselaer 

John  J.  Walbridge,  Or- 
leans 

Wm.  Welch,  Allegany 
H.  G.  Wheaton,  ‘ " 


With  this  view,  should  there  be  a doubt  in  the  state 
giving  the  aid  of  its  credit  to  the  lines  of  rail  road 
leading  from  this  city  to  Buffalo?  We  trust  not. 

Names  of  Rec,[s  Expen-  A-,„  Divi- 


rail  roads. 
Bost.&Pro-  i 
vidence, 
Bosl.&Lov 
Boston  and 
Worcest’i 
Taunton, 
Eastern, 
just  open’i 
Camden  & < 
Amboy, 
Philadephia  i 
& Balt. 


dilures.  , 


Nelt. 


i 

313,907 

194,412 

119,454 

8 pr.  ct. 

ell 

241,219 

92,151 

149,068 

8 “ 

\ 

231,807 

126,384 

105,423 

6 1-2 

58,018 

40,711 

17,307 

6 “ 

s 

125,623 

53,176 

72,447 

6 “ 

i 

685,329 

258,043 

427,286 

13  “ 

s 

490,535 

296,131 

194,503 

increase 

dends.  Cost. 

1.782.000 

1.650.000 

1.800.000 
250,000 

1.006,000 

3,220,000 


Cost  of  railway  transportation.  We  find  that  the 
Reading  rail  road  received  $83-5  19,  for  the  extra- 
ordinary load  of  425  tons  gross,  (300  tons  nett), 
carried  over  their  rail  road  the  last  month,  at  the 
rate  of  10  miles  per  hour,  on  101  cars,  with  one 
engine!  The  cost  of  transporting  this  enormous 
load  was  35  mills  per  ton  per  mile.  The  company 
charged  $2  78  per  ton  per  mile — equal  to  $10  per 
ton  from  Albany  to  Buffalo.  How  does  this  com- 
pare with  the  charges  on  the  Erie  canal?  From 
this  view,  railways  well  located  are  destined  to  su- 
petsede  canals. 

Cheap  transportation.  A merchant  from  the  west, 
informs  us  that  he  gets  his  heavy  goods  carried 
from  New  York  to  Chicago,  for  90  cents  per  100 
lbs.  viz:  from  New  York  to  Buffalo  65  cents  and 
25  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago,  by  vessels,  making  in 
all  1,500  miles.  If  Pennsylvania  expects  a share 
of  the  freighting  business  of  the  great  west,  she 
must  reduce  the  tolls  on  her  public  works. 

[Detroit  Daily  Jldv. 

Some  of  the  Yew  York  papers,  are  urging  the 
completion  of  a rail  road  from  that  city  to  Albany. 
A route  is  said  to  have  been  discovered  through  the 
highlands,  the  grade  of  which  will  not  exceed  30 
feet  to  the  mile.  The  New  Yorkers,  we  should 
suppose  w ould  find  it  to  their  interest  to  act  prompt- 
ly in  this  matter,  or  in  the  mean  time,  Boston  will 
by  her  western  road  divert,  during,  at  any  rate, a laige 
portion  of  the  year,  the  trade  of  western  New  York 
to  herself,  and  furnish  it  the  products  of  her  manu- 
factories in  return  for  the  products  of  its  soil. 

Ralhburn’s  Exchange.  The  stone  building  known 
as  the  “United  States  bank,”  which  was  left  in  a 
partial  state  of  domolition  by  Rathburn,  is  going  up 
again  at  Buffalo. 

Troy  and  Shenectady  rail  road.  The  common  coun- 
cil passed  a resolution  yesterday,  to  commence  ope- 
rations upon  the  rail  road  between  this  city  and 
Schenectady  immediately.  [Troy  Whig. 

New  street.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  form  a new 
street  between  Pine  and  Wall  streets,  New  York, 
adjoining  the  new  custom  house  and  state  bank. — 
It  is  to  be  twenty-seven  feet  wide,  and  will  be  of 
great  convenience  in  the  operations  of  the  custom 
house.  [New  York  paper. 

NEW  JERSEY . 

An  administration  convention,  was  held  at  Tren- 
ton, last  week,  and  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Wale, 
U.  S.  senator,  and  others. 

Disturbance  at  Trenton.  Some  procendings  con- 
nected w'ith  the  line  of  travel  between  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  have  led  to  several  disgraceful 
scenes,  at  the  usually  quiet  city  of  Trenton,  and 
eventually,  on  Tuesday,  to  a regular  fight.  It  ap- 
pears that  while  the  rate  of  travel  by  the  rail  road 
line  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  is  established 
at  $4  00  for  “through  passengers”  as  they  are  term- 
ed, “wav  passengers”  are  charged  only  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  from  Trenton  to  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  fifty  cents  from  New  Brunswick  to  New 
York,  leaving  the  distance  between  Trenton  and 
Philadelphia,  the  only  part  of  the  route  uncovered, 
at  similar  reduced  rates.  To  remedy  this,  a com- 
pany has  put  the  steamboat  called  the  Hornet,  on 
the  Delaware,  to  run  between  Philadelphia  and 
Trenton,  which  company  have  advertised  to  con- 
vey passengers  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  for 
$2  00,  charging  25  cents  to  Trenton,  and  then  des- 
patching them  as  “way  passengers”  on  the  regular 
line,  at  regular  rates.  To  suppress  this  innovation, 
the  rail  road  company  established  a rule,  requiring 
all  Trenton  passengers  to  get  tickets  before  5 o’clock, 
an  hour  before  (he  Hornet  arrived  there,  and  then  re- 
fused the  Hornet’s  passengers  for  non-compliance 
with  this  rule.  On  Monday,  an  effort  was  made 
by  the  passengers  to  force  their  way  into  the  ears,  but 
they  were  resisted;  and  on  Tuesday  a large  crowd 
had  collected  at  the  depot,  in  anticipation  of  a ge- 
neral battle,  but  the  Hornet  brought  no  passengers. 
An  altercation  took  place  between  John  Payne,  the* 
agent  of  the  Hornet,  and  Mr.  Nagle,  president  of  the 
rail  road  line,  which  led  to  a blow  from  the  latter, 
which  was  returned  by  Payne,  who  was  immediate- 
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Iy  knocked  down  by  captain  Stockton  with  a large 
stick.  Warrants  were  taken  out  against  these  gen- 
tlemen by  Payne,  but  they  had  left  tor  Philadelphia 
and  thus  the  alFair  remains.  [Balt.  American. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Third  congressional  district  contested  seat.  It  is 
stated  in  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Herald,  that 
the  examination  into  the  legality  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Naylor,  in  the  3d  congressional  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  contested  by  Charles  J.  lngersoll, 
ha3  been  closed  without  eliciting  the  slightest  tes- 
timony that  could  impeach  the  validity  of  Mr.  Nay- 
lor’s election-,  or  give  color  to  even  a suspicion  of 
fraud  on  the  part  of  his  friends  and  supporters. 

Resignation.  The  honorable  Richard  Biddle  has 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  his  constituents, 
apprising  them  of  his  intended  resignation  of  his 
seat  in  congress. 

Washington , May  13,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  The  severe  indisposition  with 
which  I have  been  visited  in  the  course  of  a three 
years’  residence  at  Washington,  and  under  which 
I now  labor,  lories  upon  me  the  conviction  that  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  discharge  satisfactorily,  during 
the  next  winter,  my  duties  as  a representative.  I 
have  been  reluctantly  impelled,  therefore,  after 
mature  reflection,  to  resign^remaining,  however, 
at  my  post  until  the  end  of  the  present  session. — 
By  this  early  annunciation  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense are  spared,  as  the  choice  of  a successor  for 
the  unexpired  portion  of  iny  term  will  take  place 
at  the  general  election  in  October.  Having  been 
heretofore  in  communication  with  you  as  a com- 
mittee, appointed  at  a meeting  of  the  friends  of 
general  Hariison,  I may  appropriately  ask  your 
good  offices  in  the  making  known  the  course  which 
a sense  of  duty  has  constrained  me  to  take.  With 
great  regard,  yours,  very  truly,  K.  BIDDLE. 

Messis.  A.  W.  Foster,  Benjamin  Darlington, 
Charles  Avery,  John  Morrison,  (of  Alleghany)  S. 
Fahnestock. 

Legislature — Banks.  In  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, on  the  21st,  Mr.  Snowden,  of  Venango,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  banks,  reported  a bill  to 
regulate  the  several  banks  and  savings  institutions 
in  that  state,  one  of  the  sections  of  which  proposes 
a repeal  of  the  resumption  bill  of  last  session,  and 
requires  the  banks  to  resume  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber; thus  hastening  the  period  of  resumplion  three 
and  a half  months.  On  the  25tb,  this  bill  was  ta- 
ken up  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  committee 
soon  rose  and  the  bill  came  up  upon  second  reading. 

Mr.  Crabb  then  took  the  floor  and  spoke  against 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  for  abo- 
lishing proxies  in  elections  for  bank  directors,  but 
had  not  concluded  when  the  house  adjourned 

Improvements.  In  the  house  on  the  22d  and  23d, 
the  appropriation  bill  reported  by  the  internal  im- 
provement committee  was  the  principal  subject 
under  consideration.  Items  were  passed,  appro- 
priating $61)0,000  to  the  Erie  extension,  and  a like 
sum  to  the  North  Branch  extension,  and  $60,000 
to  the  V\  iconisco  lender. 

After  the  above  items  of  the  bill  had  been  agreed 
to,  Mr.  Love  offered  an  amendment,  authorising 
the  governor  to  subscribe  for  $100,000  worth  of 
stock  in  the  Monongahela  navigation  company. 

Mr.  Gratz  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
authorising  the  governor  also  to  subscribe  for  two 
thousand  shares  of  stock  in  the  Union  canal  com- 
pany, on  condition  that  the  said  company  shall  first 
receive  subscriptions  to  their  stock  from  corpora- 
tions or  individuals  amounting  to  one  thousand 
shares,  with  twenty-five  dollars  paid  in  on  each,  to 
be  applied  exclusively  to  the  widening  of  the  main 
line  of  the  Union  canal  to  the  capacity  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal;  the 
governor  then  to  issue  negotiable  certificates  of 
stock  to  the  said  company,  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  reimbursable  in  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Love  accepted  this  as  a modification  of  his 
motion;  whereupon  Mr.  Strohecker  moved  to  add 
a subscription  of  $50,000  to  the  stock  of  the  Bald 
Eagle  and  Spring  Creek  Navigation  company,  and 
this  also  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Love  as  a modifica- 
tion of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Darsie  then  called  for  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion to  end  with  each  of  the  three  subscriptions. 

The  house  agreed  to  the  Monongahela  subscrip- 
tion, by  yeas  43,  nays  41.  The  Union  Canal  sub- 
scription was  negatived,  yeas  29,  nays  53.  The 
Bald  Eagle  subscription  was  also  negatived,  yeas 
29,  nays  55.  The  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill  is  said 
to  be  doubtful. 

On  the  25th,  as  a matter  of  course,  the  appropri- 
ation bill  came  up  again  on  second  reading,  the 
question  being  upon  the  the  adoption  of  Mr.  But- 
ler’s amendment  to  revive  the  tax  bill  of  1831. 

Mr.  Parke  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
that  of  Mr.  Butler’s,  and  insert  a section  requiring 
the  U.  S.  bank  to  loan  the  amount  to  be  appropriat- 


ed, at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  as  provided  for  in 
its  charter,  and  that  in  the  event  of  a non  compli- 
ance with  the  requisition,  her  charter  shall  be  de- 
clared forfeited. 

On  this  question  a lengthy  debate  ensued,  in 
which  a number  of  members  took  part. 

Mr.  Brodhead  was  not  in  favor  of  borrowing  any 
more  money  of  the  banks — he  preferred  to  raise  it 
by  means  of  a tax. 

Mr.  Snowden  advocated  the  proposition — it  was 
more  desirable  than  to  tax  the  people — laying  a tax 
would  benefit  the  Philadelphia  banks  and  stock- 
jobbers— he  had  no  idea  of  contributing  to  such  a 
result. 

Mr.  Hegins  replied  to  Mr.  Snowden — he  was  in 
favor  of  a tax  bill — it  would  elevate  the  credit  of 
the  stale,  and  it  made  no  difference  if  any  others 
were  benefitted;  this  course  of  borrowing  would 
certainly  increase  the  embarrassments  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Crabb,  expressing  his 
astonishment  at  the  course  of  gentlemen  who  had 
once  so  much  deprecated  a measure  of  this  kind,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  proposition,  and  it  was 
agreed  to — yeas  54,  nays  34. 

Mr.  Nill  then  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  provision  for  relaying  the  north  track 
upon  the  Columbia  road  for  a certain  distance  was 
stricken  out,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  appro- 
priation of  $10,000  for  that  purpose  was  agreed  to, 
providing  that  it  be  taken  out  of  the  sum  of  600.000 
dollars  appropriated  for  repairs. 

Otheramendments  were  about  to  be  offered,  when 
Mr.  Watts  called  the  previous  question,  and  it  be- 
ing sustained,  the  title  of  the  bill  being  the  main 
question,  vva3  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
transcribed  fora  third  reading.  On  a motion  to  dis- 
pense witl)  the  rule  and  read  the  bill  a third  time, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to.  Yeas  52,  nays  40,  not  two-thirds  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

In  the  house  on  the  26th,  the  internal  improve- 
ment appropriation  bill  passed,  yeas  48,  nays  41 — 
no  further  amendments  having  been  made  to  it.  It 
makes  appropriations  amounting  to  something  over 
$3,000,000.  It  contains  a revenue  provision,  re- 
quire the  United  Stales  bank  to  loan  to  the  state 
$4,000,000  at  lour  per  cent,  and  forfeits  it  charter 
if  it  refuses  to  toe  the  mark. 

The  resolution  to  revive  the  tax  bill  of  1831,  was 
taken  up  and  discussed  until  the  house  adjourned. 

In  the  senate,  the  appropriation  bill,  after  ineffec- 
tual attempts  to  refer  it  to  a committee,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Bail.  A bill  to  allow  associate  judges  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas,  as  well  as  president 
judges,  to  admit  persons  to  bail,  who  are  charged 
with  the  commission  of  crime  (homicide  excepted) 
was  then  taken  up  and  passed.  The  bill  further 
provides  that  they  may  be  admitted  to  bail  and  dis- 
charged without  being  brought  up  on  a writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus. 

Bankruptcy.  In  the  senate,  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
Penrose’s  resolution  in  favor  of  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy,  passed,  after  some  discussion,  by  a vote 
of  19  to  5. 

Political  meeting.  The  administration  party  of 
Philadelphia  held  their  meeting  on  the  25th  instant, 
in  the  state  house  yard. 

George  M.  Dallas,  esq.  presided,  and  made  a 
speech  on  taking  his  seat. 

Col.  John  Thompson  offered  the  resolutions  and 
also  made  a speech.  He  was  succeeded  by  Messrs. 
Richard  Rush,  ffm.  D.  Kelly,  Richard  Vaux,  Ho- 
ratio Hubbell  and  James  Page,  of  the  city,  hon.  Mr. 
Vanderpoel,  of  New  York,  and  hon.  Mr.  Weller,  of 
Ohio. 

The  resolutions  approved  of  “Van  Buren  and 
Johnson” against  the  field,  the  sub-treasury,  a bank- 
rupt law,  on  the  condition  that  it  should  include 
corporations — and  were  strongly  opposed  to  gene- 
ral Harrison. 

Case  of  Wood.  The  attorney  general  on  Wed- 
nesday informed  the  Philadelphia  court  that,  visit- 
ing, on  the  previous  day,  Wood,  the  murderer  of 
his  daughter,  confined  at  Moyainensing,  he  found 
him  sane,  calm  and  unruffled  even  by  subjects  most 
likely  to  disturb  him,  speaking  of  Peake  only  with 
the  greatest  contempt.  With  regard  to  his  discharge, 
the  attorney  general  left  the  case  entirely  with  the 
court.  Peake  being  present  objected  to  Wood’s 
discharge,  but  did  not  see  how  he  could  hinder  it. 
The  court  then  agreed  to  receive  the  three  proffer- 
ed sureties  of  $6,000  each,  the  bail  intending  to 
remove  Wood  to  Long  Island,  New  York.  It  is 
stated  in  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  “that  he  is  now' 
on  his  way  to  a distant  part  of  the  union,  in  com- 
pany with  one  of  his  bail.” 

Quo  warranto.  On  Thursday  last  Mr.  J.  A. 
Bridges,  deputy  attorney  genera!  of  Lehigh  county, 


moved  for  a quo  warranto  against  the  hon.  John  F. 
Ruhe,  to  show  by  what  authority  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  associate  judge  of  Lehigh  county.  Service 
of  notice  having  been  dispensed  with  by  agreement 
of  the  defendant’s  counsel,  the  case  came  up  before 
their  honors  judge  Banks  and  judge  Saeger,  on 
Friday,  and  was  argued  by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Gibbons 
and  J.  A.  Bridges,  on  the  parfof  the  information, 
and  by  Henry  A.  King  and  A.  E.  E.  Brown,  esqs. 
for  the  defendant.  Our  readers  may  remember  that 
judge  Ruhe  was  appointed  to  office  by  governor 
Ritner,  between  the  election  in  1838,  and  time  of 
the  amendments  to  the  constitution  going  into  ef- 
fect on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  to  fill  the  place 
of  jude  Fogel,  deceased.  According  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  schedule  to  the  new  constitution,  the 
legislature,  during  the  session  of  1838-’9,  classi- 
fied the  associate  judges  into  four  classes,  according 
to  the  date  of  their  commissions — judges  Ruhe’s 
being  of  the  most  recent  date,  he  was  put  in  the 
fourth  class.  The  bill  thus  specifying  the  time 
when  the  associates’  commissions  should  expire, 
passed  both  houses,  and  was  approved  by  the  go- 
vernor. This  winter,  contrary  to  the  commands  of 
the  schedule  to  the  amendments,  which  declared 
that  the  first  legislature,  aftertheir  adoption,  should 
classify  the  judges,  a bill  was  passed,  correcting  er- 
rors, as  it  specifies,  in  the  other  bill,  and  in  which 
judge  Ruhe  is  placed  in  the  first  class,  and  his  com- 
mission declared  to  have  expired  on  the  27th  of 
February  last.  In  view  of  this  second  bill,  governor 
Porter  commissioned  Peter  Hoas,  to  fill  the  place  of 
judge  Ruhe,  who,  by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  not 
having  vacated  his  seat,  the  above  quo  warranto 
was  brought.  The  judges  have  not  yet  delivered 
their  opinions.  [Easton,  ( Pa.)  Whig. 

MARYLAND. 

Col.  William  T.  Wootten,  of  Prince  George’s 
county,  has  been  nominated  as  the  whig  candidate 
for  elector  of  president  and  vice  president,  in  the 
seventh  congressional  district. 

The  Episcopal  convention  of  this  diocese  assem- 
bled in  St.  Paul’s  church,  on  the  27th  instant.  The 
rev.  Dr.  Wyatt  was  elected  president  of  the  con- 
vention. On  Thursday  the  rev.  Dr.  Whittingham, 
professor  of  theology  in  the  New  York  Episcopal 
seminary,  was  elected  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote, 
as  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Maryland. 

VIRGINIA. 

William  and  Mary.  This  venerable  seat  of  learn- 
ing continues  to  prosper.  A catalogue  of  the  stu- 
dents exhibits  140  matriculates  during  the  present 
session — the  largest  number,  we  believe,  since  the 
foundation  of  the  institution.  The  ability  of  the 
faculty  is  an  earnest  that  the  number  will  be  aug- 
mented every  year.  [Richmond  Whig. 

Candidate.  Col.  Augustine  J.  Smith,  of  Harri- 
son county,  Virginia,  is  the  whig  candidate  for 
congress  in  that  district. 

The  Richmond  bank.  The  examination  of  Mr. 
Dabney  was  just  closed  at  our  last  Richmond  dates. 
On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Robinson,  counsel  for  the 
commonwealth,  read  a statement  of  the  result  of 
the  investigation  by  the  commissioners.  The  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  that  the  deficit  in  money  amount- 
ed to  $546,681  19,  of  this,  were  $541,347  00  ir. 
checks,  $401,724  in  the  checks  of  Green,  $72,053, 
Green  and  Crenshaw,  the  balance  in  the  checks  of 
houses  connected  with  Green. 

The  convention  of  the  Episcopal  church  of  Vir- 
ginia, is  now  holding  a session  at  Charlottsville, 
Va. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Political  meeting.  A great  meetingof  the  states’ 
rights  part}’,  and  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, was  held  in  Charleston  on  Thursday  even- 
ing last,  Henry  L.  Pinckney,  esq.  mayor,  pre- 
sided; and  S.  M.  Walker  and  William  D.  Porter 
acted  as  secretaries.  A committee,  of  which  col. 
Memminger  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare an  address;  and  while  they  were  engaged  in 
it,  the  president  being  called  upon,  addressed  the 
meeting  for  some  time,  after  which  the  address  was 
reported,  read  and  agreed  to.  It  concludes  with  a 
set  of  resolutions,  expressing  confidence  in  the  ad- 
ministration, and  approving  of  the  sub-treasury 
measure.  Colonel  Memminger,  colonel  F.  H. 
Elmore  and  the  hon.  J.  S.  Rhettaddressed  the  meet- 
ing. 

This  meeting  receives  the  following  notice  from 
the  Charleston  Courier. 

The  administration  meeting.  This  meeting;  of 
which  an  account  will  be  found  in  our  columns  this 
morning  was  a very  numerous  one,  uniting  men  of 
both  the  old  parties  which  divided  the  state,  and 
indicating  that  opposition  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration will  scarcely  be  able  to  make  headway  in 
either  the  city  or  state.  The  character  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  especially  of  the  speeches  made  on 
the  occasion,  deny  us  the  power  of  approval.  The 
anti- bank  spirit  was  rife  and  fierce,  and  the  finan- 
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cial  or  sub-treasury  policy  of  tile  administration 
made  the  party  test,  necessarily  throwing  out  of  the 
pale  such  as  may  have  been  disposed  to  adhere  to 
the  administration  on  other  grounds.  Anothersub- 
ject  of  regret  is,  that  in  spite  of  the  repeated  de- 
monstrations before  the  public  of  general  Harrison’s 
soundness  should  have  been  deemed  necessary  to 
raise  an  unjust  clamour  against  him  on  the  subject 
of  abolition.  Surely,  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  noble  stand 
on  the  constitution  in  favor  of  southern  rights,  both 
before  and  after  his  election,  the  anti-tariff,  anti- 
internal improvement,  and  (we  are  sorry  to  add) 
anti-bank  policy  of  his  administration,  furnish 
grounds  for  his  cordial  support  by  the  dominant  par- 
ty in  this  state,  ample  enough  to  have  spared  the 
infliction  of  such  injustice  on  a veteran  and  patriot, 
who  has  successfully  fought  the  battles  of  his  coun- 
try, performed  a long  tour  of  honorable  civil  ser- 
vice, suffered  political  martyrdom  in  the  cause  of 
the  south,  and  so  far  from  being  an  abolitionist,  or 
allied  with  abolitionists,  has  both  denounced  and 
been  denounced  by  them,  and  has  even  publicly 
declared,  in  no  less  than  two  speeches  made  before 
large  audic.ences,  that  it  is  not  only  pernicious  and 
criminal",  but  unconstitutional  even  to  discuss  the 
question  of  abolition  in  a non-slaveholding  state. 
For  our  part,  we  rejoice  that  both  the  candidates  for 
the  presidency  are  foes  to  the  abolitionists,  and  that 
let  either  be  elected,  so  far  as  the  chief  magistracy 
is  concerned,  the  shield  of  the  constitution  will 
be  throw'n  around  the  rights  of  the  south. — We  had 
indulged  the  hope  that  political  warfare  in  South 
Carolina  would  have  been  raaked  by  a more  gene- 
rous spirit. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  following  extract  from  an  agricultural  re- 
port recently  published  in  Mississippi,  is  believed 
to  contain  a true  representation  of  the  condition  of 
that  great  cotton  growing  state: 

The  following  calculations  are  made  by  a gentle- 
man who  seems  to  have  devoted  a good  deal  of  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  and  whose  statistics,  I have 
no  doubt,  will  be  found  somewhat  under  the  mark, 
though  sufficient  for  all  reasonable  induction.  The 
calculation  is  based  on  an  average  of  five  years. 
The  debt  side  stands  thus: — 

1.800.000  yds.  of  bagging,  or  300,000 

bales  (6  yards  per  bale)  at  25  cents 

per  yard  is  $150,000 

2.400.000  lbs.  rope,  at  12^  cents  per  lb. 

(8  lbs.  per  bale)  ' 300,000 

30.000  lbs.  twine  for  do.l  lb.  for  every 

10  bales,  is  9,000 


$759,000 

There  were,  in  1836,164,398  slaves  in 
this  state;  the  expense  of  feeding  and 
clothing  each,  is  estimated  at  $40 
per  year,  $6,575,920 

There  were  in  1836,  1,048,530  acres  of 
land  in  cultivation  in  the  state,— cost 
of  farming  utensils  of  all  kinds — $2 
per  acre  is  not  looked  upon  as  too 
high  an  estimate,  2,097,060 

Considered  necessary  expenses,  $9,431,980 

There  were  in  1S36,  4 i, 239  white  male 
inhabitants  in  the  state  over  18- years 
of  age — charge  them  with  expend- 
ing 12j  cents  per  day  in  cigars  and 
liquor,  &c.  1,881,484 

The  whole  white  population  of  the  state, 
male  and  female,  amounted  in  1836, 
to  144,351 — charge  them  to  average, 
in  excess  of  dress,  and  other  needless 
expenses  $25  per  annum,  3,608,770 


Useless  and  unnecessary  expenses,  $5,490,254 

Necessary  expenses,  9,431,980 


$14,922,234 

To  which  add  interest  paid  to  commis- 
sion merchants  in  New  Orleans,  and 
the  chartered  bank  account  of  the 
state  of  8 per  cent,  per  annum,  it 
would  make  about  3,200,000 


$18,122,234 

Thus  making  the  indebtedness  of  the  state  over 
18  millions  of  dollars.  The  credit  side  of  the  ba- 
lance sheet  is  made  up  of  a single  item,  300,000 
bales  of  cotton,  valued  at  $50  per  bale,  amounts  to 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  leaving  the  balance 
against  us  of  over  three  millions.  Thus,  instead  of 
making  money,  we  have  been  going  in  debt  annu- 
ally, at  the  rate  of  some  two  millions  of  dollars. 
In  the  estimate  of  expenses,  no  account  is  taken  of 
the  annual  outlay  for  horses  and  mules,  and  also 
flour,  which  have  been  heretofore  considered  ne- 
cessary disbursements.  Nor  have  I taken  into  the 
account  the  onerous  per  cent,  which  we  pay  for 


every  article  purchased,  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
preciated state  of  our  currency.  If  the  whole 
amount  were  brought  into  open  view,  the  sight 
would  be  too  appaling  to  look  upon  with  tranquili- 
ty. The  question  arises  how'  is  this  very  untoward 
state  of  things  to  be  remedied?  I answer  empha- 
tically, by  retrenchment  in  our  expenditures,  and 
by  raising  and  manufacturing  those  articles  of  prime 
necessity  at  home,  for  which  we  have  been  hitherto 
dependent  on  other  countries — then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  the  exchange  be  turned  in  our  favor. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  contradicts  the 
published  rumor  of  very  great  injury  having  been 
lately  done  to  the  Vicksburg  and  Clinton  rail  road 
by  heavy  rains.  The  whole  injury  sustained  was 
the  loss  of  a bridge  over  Baker’s  creek,  and  the 
washing  of  some  of  the  embankment;  to  replace 
the  whole  of  which,  with  such  improvements  as 
will  render  the  work  more  secure  than  before,  will 
cost  from  $6,000  to  $10,000. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  apprehensions  from  the  rise  of  the  river  have 
subsided. 

Slorm  at  New  Orleans.  A very  heavy  gust  vi- 
sited New'  Orieans  on  the  17th  instant.  The  Bee 
states  that  after  the  rain,  the  w'ind  blowing  hard, 
threatened  to  break  the  levee  in  front  of  Bienvenu 
and  St.  Amant’s  plantations,  below  the  city,  in 
such  an  eminent  danger  the  inhabitants  in  the  vici- 
nity, without  distinction,  turned  out  and  set  to 
work  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  waters,  which  for 
some  time  past  threatened  the  city  with  an  inunda- 
tion. 

The  mammoth  lottery.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
Orleans  papers  that  Mr.  Schmidt,  the  projector  of 
the  mammoth  lottery  scheme,  has  received  $90,000 
for  tickets,  $65,000  of  which  are  believed  to  be  now 
on  deposite  in  New  Orleans.  The  expenses  of  the 
failure  will  not  fall  short  of  $10,000,  leaving  about 
$10  to  be  returned  to  the  holder  of  each  ticket,  out 
of  $20  paid. 

ARKANSAS. 

Destructive  fire  at  Little  Rock.  The  New  Or- 
leans True  American  of  the  2d  inst.  remarks:  We 

are  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the  steamboat  Little 
Rock,  which  arrived  at  this  port  yesterday,  that  a 
fire  occurred  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  26th  ult.  which  destroyed  six  build- 
ings, including  the  hotel  of  Bennett  and  Trow- 
bridge. The  wind  was  blowing  fresh  and  threaten- 
ed great  destruction,  but  it  fortunately  changed  and 
and  the  fire  was  confined  to  one  block.  The  build- 
ings burned  were  occupied  as  coffee  houses,  grocery 
stores,  &. c. 

The  Arkansas  river  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years.  The  creeks  have  become  rivers  and 
the  river  an  ocean.  Much  damage  will  be  done  by 
inundation. 

KENTUCKY. 

Bank  of  Kentucky.  Extract  of  a letter  dated 
Louisville,  May  6,  1840.  “The  stockholders’ meet- 
ing closed  yesterday,  and  all  went  off  peaceably. 
But  opinion  was  expressed  on  the  subject  of  the 
liability  for  the  overissues  of  stock  in  the  hands  of 
innocent  holders — all  concurred  that  the  bank  was 
certainly  and  justly  liable.  The  directors  elected 
will  do  all  they  can  do  to  effect  a speedy  adjustment 
of  the  whole  matter,  and  have  already  selected  an 
agent  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  ascertain  more 
fully  the  extent  of  the  issues,  and  to  have  the  mat- 
ter settled  with  the  Schuylkill  bank.  Messrs. 
Drayton,  Richards  and  Handy,  left  for  home  yes- 
terday. Virgil  McKnight,  is  elected  president.” 

[ North  Amer. 

OHIO. 

Grindstone  quarry.  There  is  a quarry  of  grind- 
stones within  12  miles  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  capable 
of  supplying  the  article  to  the  whole  U.  States  for  100 
years  to  come.  Nature  works  on  a grand  scale  in 
America. 

MISSOURI. 

Wheat.  Large  quantities  of  wheat  are  leaving 
St.  Louis  and  other  w'estern  cities  on  the  way  to 
New  Orleans,  for  exportation  to  Liverpool. 

MICHIGAN. 

State  bank.  The  Detroit  Free  Press  states  that 
the  Michigan  State  bank  have  settled  with  the  state 
officers  by  assigning  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state  all  its  corporate  assets  and  property. 

FLORIDA. 

Appaluchicola,  May  10.  More  murders  by  the 
Indians!  By  the  steamer  flyperion,  capt.  Church- 
hill,  w hich  arrived  last  evening,  we  have  received 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  murder  of  three 
more  families  bv  the  Indians,  since  that  of  Mr. 
McLane,  noticed  in  yesterday’s  paper.  The  name, 
however,  of  but  one  has  been  ascertained  by  us, 
that  of  Mr.  Lamb,  about  eight  miles  from  Blounts- 
town,  and  within  a few  miles  of  a military  post. — 
They  attacked  his  house  on  Friday  evening,  and 
shot  him  while  endeavoring  to  escape.  There  were 


in  the  house,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  several  other 
persons,  two  of  whom  were  severelj’  wounded. — 
After  they  had  killed  and  driven  from  their  homes 
the  family,  they  pillaged  the  house,  and  set  on  fire 
the  dwelling,  together  with  several  out-houses. 

The  other  families  that  were  attacked,  lived  in 
(he  neighborhood,  several  of  w hom  were  killed,  but 
we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  their  names. 

The  Indians  w hich  committed  these  depredations 
are  said  to  number  about  fifty  or  sixty,  and  conceal 
themselves  in  the  hammocks  between  the  Appala- 
chicola  river  and  Tallahassee  until  a favorable  op- 
portunity offers  for  them  to  commit  such  like  deeds. 

This  forms  the  fourth  family  which  has  been  mur- 
dered in  that  vicinity  since  the  23d  ultimo,  and  it  is 
time  some  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  them  in  fu- 
ture. [Gazette. 

AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce , May  14. 

The  twenty-fourth  anniversary  of  this  society 
was  celebrated  this  morning  at  the  Broadw'ay  Ta- 
bernacle, commencing  at  10  o’clock,  the  hon.  John 
Cotton  Smith,  president,  in  the  chair.  After  the 
reading  of  a portion  of  the  scriptures,  an  appropri- 
ate introductory  address  was  made  by  the  president. 
An  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  treasurer  and  of  the 
managers  was  then  read,  the  substance  of  which 
will  be  found  below. 

The  speakers  W'ere  rev.  James  Lillie,  Rhinebeck; 
rev.  Thomas  Brainerd,  Philadelphia;  rev.  John  N. 
Campbell,  D.  D.  Albany;  rev.  Mark  Hopkins  D. 
D.  Williams  college;  rev.  Robert  Newton,  Eng- 
land; and  the  hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  chan- 
cellor of  the  New  York  university.  The  addresses 
were  all  of  a high  order,  and  were  listened  to  with 
deep  interest  by  the  immense  congregation  assem- 
bled on  the  occasion.  They  were  in  support  of  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopled: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  report,  an  abstract  of  which 
has  been  read,  be  printed  and  circulated  under  the 
direction  of  the  managers. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  circulating  the  scriptures, 
the  Old  Testament  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  ac- 
company the  New,  and  both  be  studied  in  connec- 
tion. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  practice,  already  adopted 
to  some  extent,  of  visiting  the  habitations  of  the 
poor,  and  reading  to  them  select  portions  of  the  Bi- 
ble, is  a practice  which  ought  to  be  widely  encou- 
raged, particularly  in  our  cities  and  large  towns. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  duty  of  furnishing  the 
scriptures  to  the  young  should  be  deeply  felt  by 
parents,  guardians  and  the  conductors  of  schools. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  numerous  translations  of 
the  scriptures  now  made,  and  the  many  countries 
opened  of  late  years  to  receive  them,  should  call 
forth  the  gratitude  and  quicken  the  zeal  of  all  who 
are  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the  Bible. 

ABSTRACT  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

It  appears  from  this  document,  that  within  the 
past  year,  twenty  life  direr  tors  and  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  members  had  been  added  to  the  socie- 
ty, by  the  payment  of  the  requisite  sums  for  that 
purpose.  Twenty-three  new  auxiliaries  have  bee  n 
organized.  The  receipts  of  the  year,  from  all 
sources  amount  to  $97,355  09;  being  an  increase  of 
$2,227  80  over  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  num- 
ber of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  from  the  de- 
pository, in  the  course  of  the  year,  is  157,261;  be- 
ing an  increase  of  22,324  over  the  issues  of  the 
previous  year.  These  books  are  in  various  lan- 
guages, and  have  been  widely  dispersed  among  our 
new  settlements,  among  emigrants,  seamen,  boat- 
men and  others  who  were  in  need.  The  following 
is  an  outline  of  the  operations  of  the  society  and  its 
auxiliaries  in  each  state: 

From  the  state  of  Maine  has  been  received,  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  $1,140  in  all,  and  books 
have  been  sent  thither,  in  the  same  time,  to  the 
number  of  1,554  copies. 

From  New  Hampshire  has  been  received  $2,882, 
and  books  sent  4.603  copies. 

From  Vermont,  received  $2,133;  books  sent  877. 

From  Massachusetts  has  been  received  $16,220; 
books  sent,  12,664. 

From  Rhode  Island,  received  $1,283,  and  books 
sent  939.  A resupply  of  the  state  is  contemplat- 
ed. 

From  Connecticut,  received  $10.892 — $2,000  of 
it  a donation  from  the  Connecticut  Bible  society  for 
the  Sandwich  Islands — and  books  sent  to  the  num- 
ber of  3,680. 

From  the  state  of  New  York,  received  in  all, 
$27,510,  and  books  issued  to  the  number  of  61,090 
copies.  Seven  counties  are  engaged  in  a systema- 
tic resupply.  In  one  county,  6,000  Testaments 
have  been  given  to  children. 

From  New  Jersey,  $3,043  have  been  received, 
and  books  forwarded,  1,261  copies. 
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From  Pennsylvania,  $3,880  have  been  received, 
and  books  sent  11,336.  The  Pennsylvania  Bible 
society  has  been  united  with  the  American  on 
terms  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  A resupply 
of  the  entire  state  is  contemplated. 

From  Delaware,  $324  have  been  received,  and 
books  sent  344.  This  state,  nearly  supplied  the 
previous  year,  is  now  wholly  so.  In  one  county, 
out  of  2,162  families,  388  were  found  without  a 
Bible. 

From  Maryland,  has  been  received  $2,774,  and 
books  forwarded  4,767.  The  work  of  supplying 
common  schools  with  the  Bible  still  goes  on. 

From  the  District  of  Columbia,  $848  have  been 
received,  and  books  sent  221  copies. 

From  Virginia,  $1,427  have  been  received,  and 
3,650  books  sent.  Having  no  agent  until  recently, 
little  has  been  accomplished,  compared  with  for- 
mer years.  As  an  experienced  agent,  a clergyman 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  is  now  engag- 
ed, the  cause  will  no  doubt  soon  be  revived. 

From  North  Carolina,  have  been  received  $898, 
and  books  sent  1,458  copies. 

From  South  Carolina,  received  $2,116,  and  books 
sent  2,673. 

From  Georgia,  received  $ 2,129,  and  books  sent 
3,359.  The  students  of  Oglethrope  university  have 
supplied  one  county  with  the  Bible,  and  in  the  east 
part  of  the  state,  an  extensive  resupply  is  com- 
menced. 

From  Florida,  $100  received,  and  815  Bibles  and 
Testaments  sent. 

From  Ohio,  $5,609  received,  and  14,833  books 
procured  for  distribution.  About  seven  counties 
are  engaged  in  systematic  supply.  In  Chilicoihe, 
the  Female  Bible  society  have  supplied  the  city 
thoroughly. 

From  Indiana,  $763  received,  447  books  sent. 

From  Illinois,  $2,541  received,  and  books  sent 
4,536  copies. 

From  Missouri,  $1,436  received,  and  books  pro- 
cured 1,901. 

From  Michigan,  $89  received,  and  books  sent 
755. 

From  Kentucky,  $2,477  received,  and  books  for 
warded  4,408  copies.  The  society  of  Louisville  is 
engaged  in  supplying  contiguous  counties;  also, 
that  of  Lexington. 

From  Tennessee,  received  $342,  and  sent  books 
to  the  number  193. 

From  Alabama,  received  $136,  books  sent  15S. 

From  Mississippi,  received  $450,  books  sent 
33. 

From  Wisconsin  territory,  $121  received,  and 
books  sent  to  the  number  of  2,236. 

Arkansas  has  procured  200  books.  Louisiana 
none. 

?l)REICN  OPERATIONS. 

Texas.  Two  more  auxiliaries  have  been  formed 
in  that  country  near  the  eastern  part.  The  Texas 
Bible  society  held  its  first  annual  meeting  last  win- 
ter, when  the  vice  president  of  the  republic  pre- 
sided and  several  members  of  congress  made  ad- 
dresses. A collection  of  $3,755  was  taken  up. 

Canada.  For  the  aborigines  in  Canada,  connect- 
ed with  the  Wesleyan  mission,  the  board  have  print- 
ed in  New  York  one  thousand  copies  of  the  book 
of  Isaiah  in  the  Mohawk  tongue.  The  translation 
is  represented  to  be  well  made  by  a Christian  na- 
tive, who  has  been  thirty  years  a teacher.  He  has 
also  translated  the  books  of  Genesis  and  Exodus,  and 
presented  them  for  publication. 

Brazil.  By  the  Methodist  Episcopal  missionaries 
in  Brazil,  a good  number  of  Portuguese  Testaments 
have  been  put  in  circulation,  particularly  in  the 
north  part  of  the  empire,  where  the  rev.  Mr.  Kidder 
made  a long  tour. 

The  Levant.  The  rev.  Mr.  Calhoim,  the  socie- 
ty’s agent  at  Smyrna,  has  been  enabled  to  accom- 
plish much  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Through  him 
fifteen  hundred  German  Bibles  and  five  hundredTes- 
taments  have  been  sent  into  the  south  of  Russia. — 
better  than  five  hundred  copies  have  been  circulat- 
ed among  seamen,  pilgrims,  &.c.  More  than  eiijht 
thousand  copies  of  modern  Greek  Testaments  have 
been  procured  and  forwarded  to  the  rev.  Dr.  King 
and  Mr.  Benjamin,  at  Athens,  and  to  the  reverend 
Messrs.  Pasco  and  Love,  Baptist  missionaries  at 
Patras;  and  other  copies  have  been  procured  and 
distributed  in  Turkish,  Arabic,  Italian,  Armenian, 
&c. 

The  publication  of  the  Armeno-Turkish  Testa- 
ment, prepared  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Goodell;  of  the  book 
of  Psalms  in  modern  Armenian,  by  the  rev.  Mr. 
Dwight;  and  of  the  Hebrew  Spanish,  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  SchaufBer,  are  all  in  progress,  and  promise  to 
be  highly  useful.  In  the  island  of  Cyprus,  a good 
number  of  the  modern  Greek  scriptures  have  been 
circulated  through  the  American  missionaries  resi- 
dent there.  Mr.  Calhoun  has,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  made  a tour  into  Egypt;  thence  by  land  to  Je- 


rusalem, Beyrout,  &c.  conferring  with  various  mis- 
sionary brethren  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of 
the  word  of  God.  It  is  expected  that  he  will  return 
to  the  United  States  the  coming  summer,  and  spend 
a season  in  making  collections  and  preparing  the 
way  for  more  extensive  distributions  in  the  regions 
which  he  has  visited. 

Madras.  The  rev.  Messrs.  Winslow  and  Scud- 
der  are  still  urgent  in  their  appeals  for  means  to 
prepare  and  circulate  the  Bible  in  India.  In  their 
last  communication,  they  say:  “had  we  meaps  we 
would  immediately  put  to  press  an  edition  of  fifty 
thousand  copies  ot  such  select  portions  of  thescrip- 
tures  (eivire  books  like  the  gospels)  as  we  deem 
best  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  people.”  Again 
they  add,  “the  land  in  its  length  and  breadth  is  open 
before  us  for  the  distribution  of  the  Bible.”  They 
express  their  sober  conviction,  that  could  we  fur- 
nish them  with  twenty  thousand  dollars  a year,  they 
could  wisely  use  it  all  in  circulating  the  word  of 
life  among  the  heathen.  To  meet  demands  like  this 
the  board  have  been  able  to  remit,  the  past  year, 
only  $1,100.  They  intend  however,  to  make  a 
further  remittance  soon. 

Northern  India.  To  aid  distributions  in  North- 
ern India  by  the  missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian 
board  of  foreign  missions,  they  have  gained  one 
thousand  dollars. 

Batavia  and  Borneo.  Within  a few  days  a re- 
quest has  been  made  by  the  missionaries  of  the 
Dutch  church  for  two  thousand  dollars,  to  aid  dis- 
tributions at  the  above  places,  in  Dutch,  Malay  and 
Chinese. 

China.  Owing  to  the  disturbed  relations  between 
this  country  and  foreigners,  little  has  been  effected 
of  late  in  circulating  ttie  scriptures.  Among  Chi- 
nese seamen  and  others,  visiting  Siam  and  other 
contiguous  countries,  some  distributions  are  effect- 
ed. 

Jlfrica.  By  the  missionaries  of  the  American 
board  of  commissioners  of  foreign  missions  at  Cape 
Palmas,  the  gospel  of  Matthew  has  been  published 
in  the  Grebo  tongue,  and  an  interesting  letter  wiit- 
ten  to  the  board  by  the  rev.  J.  L.  Wilson.  To  the 
one  thousand  dollars  granted  for  that  gospel,  a fur- 
ther sum  is  solicited  to  aid  the  publication  of  other 
portions  of  the  scriptures  during  the  coming  year. 

Sandwich  Islands.  From  this  favored  spot  all  is 
cheering  in  relation  to  this  cause.  The  whole  Bible 
is  now  well  translated,  and  means  have  been  re- 
quested for  preparing  a uniform  octavo  edition  of 
ten  thousand  copies.  In  addition  to  the  many  heads 
of  families  and  adults,  who  have  become  personally 
interested  in  the  subject  of  religion,  and  who  can 
read,  there  are,  the  missionaries  write,  not  less  than 
twelve  thousand  children  capable  of  receiving  in- 
struction from  the  printed  Bible,  if  they  had  it.  “In 
the  name,”  they  continue,  “of  thousands  of  bright 
and  promising  children  and  youth:  in  the  name  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  adults  who  need  and  desire  the 
Bible;  in  the  name  of  my  brethren,  and  above  all, 
of  our  common  Master,  whose  we  are,  and  whom 
we  serve,  let  me  beseech  you  to  fill  this  land  with 
Bibles.” 

The  sum  of  tiventy-five  hundred  dollars  has  been 
forwarded  the  last  yeai  to  that  station,  and  much 
more  will  be  forwarded  when  furnished. 


TOBACCO  CONVENTION. 

Washington,  Friday,  May  1,  1840.  The  conven- 
tion of  the  tobacco  planters  of  the  United  Stales  as- 
sembled in  the  chamber  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  at 
the  city  hall,  this  day. 

Delegates  were  present  from  Maryland,  Virginia 
and  Kentucky.  Delegates  had  also  been  appointed 
from  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri  and  other 
states,  but  had  not  arrived. 

At  12  o’clock,  the  convention  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  who  said  that  he  had  to 
announce,  with  great  regret,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  governor  Barbour,  the  president  of  the 
convention  of  tobacco  planters  held  ttiree  years 
since,  and  who  still,  had  he  been  present,  would 
have  been  the  presiding  officer,  stating  that  he 
would  be  unable  to  attend,  in  consequence  of  du- 
ties detaining  him  at  home,  and  expressing  the 
regret  which  he  felt  at  the  circumstance. 

Mr.  J.  suggested,  therefore,  that  the  convention 
should  now  appoint  a president,  with  a view  to  or- 
ganize and  proceed  to  business.  And  he  nominated 
for  that  office  governor  Sprigg,  of  Maryland;  who 
was  unanimously  appointed. 

The  president  having  taken  the  chair— 

• Mr.  Jenifer  suggested  that  the  convention  now 
proceed  to  appoint  a vice  president  and  secretary. 
And  he  would  nominate  for  the  former  office  a gen- 
tleman who,  although  a stranger  among  them,  came 
there  highly  recommended  by  his  character  and  po- 
sition— Mr.  Benj.  Jones,  of  Petersburg.  Which 
nonination  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Wooton,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Skinner,  of  that  state,  was  appointed 
secretary. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  T.  Somerville,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  John  Mercer,  of  that  state,  was 
appointed  assistant  secietary. 

The  convention  having  been  thus  organized 

The  president  said  he  presumed  it  would  proba- 
bly be  within  the  contemplation  of  the  convention 
to  appoint  a committee  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose 
ot  taking  the  subject  upon  which  the  convention 
had  met,  generally  into  consideration;  and  who 
would  be  authorised  to  report  at  any  hour  to  which 
the  convention  might  adjourn  to-morrow. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Jeni- 
fer, of  Maryland,  Triplett,  of  Kentucky  and  Keech, 
of  Prince  George’s  county,  Maryland;  and,  also  by 
Mr.  Dodge,  the  agent  appointed  by  the  government 
to  visit  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and  who 
laid  before  the  convention  some  interesting  statis- 
tical statements,  the  results  of  his  investigation. 

Alter  which,  Mr.  R.  W.  Bowie  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of be  appoint- 

ed by  tiie  president  to  consider  and  recommend  such 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient  to  be 
adopted,  to  accomplish  the  objects  contemplated  by 
this  convention. 

Mr.  Triplett  suggested,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  the  addition,  at  the  end  thereof,  of  the 
words  “and  that  the  committee  be  requested  to  make 
report  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  to-morrow.” 

Mr.  Bowie  accepted  the  modification;  and  the  re- 
solution, as  modified,  was  adopted. 

And  the  blank  was  oidered  to  be  filled  with  the 
number  ten. 

The  president  announced  the  following  gentle- 
men members  of  the  committee:  R.  W.  Bowie, 
chairman,  Thomas  T.  Somerville,  John  Barnes, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Thomas  F.  Bowie,  William  J. 
Hlackstone,  John  Mercer,  Baruch  Mullikin,  Ed- 
ward Hamilton,  Alexander  Keech. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  after  urging  a punctual  attendance 
to-morrow  morning,  suggested  that  any  friends 
who  were  in  the  tobacco  interest,  and  were  in  the 
city,  be  invited  to  attend,  and  that  such  members 
of  congress  as  thought  proper  should  attend  also, 
as  members  of  the  convention;  which  suggestions 
having  been  assented  to — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  the  convention  adjourned 
until  11  o’clock  to-morvow  morning. 

Saturday,  May  2,  1840.  Pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, the  convention  re-assembled  this  day  at  11 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Jenifer  offered  a resolution,  which  was  una- 
nimously adopted,  returning  thanks  to  the  mayor  and 
common  council  for  tendering  to  the  convention  du- 
ring its  sittings  the  use  of  the  chamber  of  the  board 
of  aldermen. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Bowie  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  convention  of 
tobacco  planters  now  assembled  in  this  city,  with 
instructions  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  conven- 
tion such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  to 
accomplish  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  conven- 
tion, beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  statistical  statement,  respecting  the  enor- 
mous duties  and  exactions  imposed  on  American 
tobacco,  which  was  laid  before  the  convention  yes- 
terday morning,  and  which  is  herewith  again  pre- 
sented as  a part  ol  this  report,  showing  “that  Europe 
levies  a revenue  of  about  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
on  about  100,000  hogsheads  of  American  tobacco, 
which  cost  in  the  United  States  about  seven  mil- 
lions.” 

These  duties  and  exactions  appear  to  be  so  enor- 
mous that  your  committee  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  examine  them  w ith  the  greatest  attention  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  enormous  as  they  are, 
the  following  facts  show  that  there  is  no  exaggera- 
tion.' 

Russia.  On  examining  the  statementabove  men- 
tioned, it  will  be  seen  that  during  three  years,  that 
is,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1S35,  to  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 183S,  the  aveiage  direct  exportations  from 
the  United  States  to  that  country  amounted  to  181 
hogsheads,  but  the  actual  consumption  in  Russia 
may  be  considered  as  much  greater,  and  may  be 
scarcely  estimated  at  358  hogsheads  annually , the  dif- 
ference over  the  direct  impoi  tations  arising  from  the 
entreports  of  England,  Holland,  the  Hanse  Towns, 
&c.  The  revenue  derived  from  American  tobacco 
may  be  safely  estimated  at  about  $64,000. 

Holland. — The  average  direct  exportations  of 
our  tobacco  to  that  country  during  the  three  years 
aforementioned  amounted  to  19,815  hogsheads,  but 
large  importations  are  annually  made  from  England. 
In  1837  there  were  exported  from  that  country  to 
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Holland  about  1,500  hogsheads  of  American  tobac- 
co, so  that  the  total  importations  may  be  estimated 
at  21,315  hogsheads  of  our  tobacco,  the  greatest 
proportion  of  which  was  afterwards  re-exported  to 
Germany  and  other  countries  of  Europe. 

The  consumption  of  Holland  may  be  estimated 
at  about  3,300  hogsheads  of  American  tobacco:  the 
duty  is  very  trifling  but  we  have  a right  to  com- 
plain— 1st,  of  the  unjust  difference  made  between 
Maryland  and  the  other  lobaccoes  of  our  country, 
for  whilst  Virginia,  &c.  are  admitted  at  12^  cents, 
Maryland  tobacco  is  charged  with  a duty  of  14i  per 
100  lbs.  American,  and  stems  are  assimilated  to 
Maryland;  and  secondly,  that  none  of  our  tobaccoes 
are  admitted  at  the  same  favorable  rate  of  duty  as 
the  tobacco  of  some  other  countries.  For  example: 
East  India  is  admitted  at5  1-5  cents,  Brazil  at  8 4-5 
cents,  and  that  coming  from  the  Ukraine  and  other 
countries  of  Europe  at  Ilf  cents  per  100  lbs.  Ame- 
rican. The  revenues  derived  from  American  to- 
bacco in  Holland  may  be  estimated  at  about  $'5,600. 

Belgium — The  average  direct  exportations  ot 
our  tobacco  to  that  country  during  the  said  three 
years  was  2,457  hogsheads;  the  importations  from 
England  in  1837  were  about  3,500  hogsheads  of 
American  tobacco;  so  that  the  total  importations 
into  Belgium  may  be  estimated  at  about  6,000  hogs- 
heads of  our  tobacco. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  form  any  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  real  consumption  of  American  tobacco 
in  Belgium,  the  smuggling  carried  on  from  that 
country  into  France  being  very  great;  besides,  se- 
veral hundred  hogsheads  are  re-exported  to  Germa- 
ny; but  the  consumption,  your  committee  believe, 
may  be  estimated,  in  round  numbers,  at  4,000  hogs- 
heads. The  duty  on  American  tobacco,  is  on  Vir- 
ginia, &c.  23  1-3  cents,  on  Maryland  26  2-3  cents, 
and  on  stems  26  2-3  cent3  per  100  lbs.  American. 
These  duties  are  far  Irom  being  heavy;  but  still  we 
find,  in  this  case,  the  same  unjust  difference  estab- 
lished between  the  Maryland  and  the  other  tobac- 
coes of  our  country.  We  likewise  have  cause  to 
complain  that  the  tobaccoes  of  some  other  countries 
are  admitted  at  a less  rate  of  duty  than  ( he  Ameri- 
can, for,  on  examining  the  Belgian  tariff,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  East  India  tobacco  is  admitted  at  10 
cents,  and  Brazil  at  16f  cents  per  100  lbs.  Ameri- 
can. The  revenue  derived  from  the  above  quantity 
of  American  tobacco  mav  be  estimated  at  about 
$11,500. 

Great  Britain.— The  average  direct  exporta- 
tion ot  our  tobaccoto  that  country  for  the  said  three 
years  has  been  25,773  hogsheads.  The  annual  ave- 
rage consumption  may  be  estimated  at  18,000  hogs- 
heads American  tobacco,  which,  by  the  calculations 
in  the  statement  before  referred  to,  render  a gioss 
revenue  of  $17,275,700.  The  duty  of  3 shillings 
sterling  per  lb.  equal  to  72  3-4  cents,  is  enormous, 
and,  if  put  on  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  defeats  its  own  object;  for  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  if  this  duty  should  be  greatly  dimi- 
nished, Great  Britain  would  be  a gainer  in  the  nett 
revenue  collected  from  it,  inasmuch  as  it  would  ne- 
cessarily lead  to  a proportionately  increased  con- 
sumption. 

Great  Britain  should  take  into  consideration  that 
there  is  no  duty  levied  in  the  United  Slates  on  any 
of  her  produce  or  manufactures  which  can  in  any 
manner  be  compared  with  the  enormous  duty  of 
72$  cents  per  lb.  or  over  800  per  cent,  on  our  lo- 
baccoes; [and  that  this  duly  weighing  particularly 
heavy  on  those  sections  of  our  country  which  have 
been  the  most  favorably  disposed  to  a low  rate  of 
duties  in  the  United  States,  and  it  certainly  be- 
comes an  important  question  for  Great  Britain  to 
take  into  serious  consideration  whether  she  can  ex- 
pect that  those  sections  of  our  country  will  conti- 
nue to  be  favorably  disposed  to  low  rates  of  duties 
on  British  produce  and  manufactures  should  the 
government  of  that  country  continue  to  levy  such 
an  enormous  duty  on  one  of  the  principal  staples  of 
American  industry]. 

France. — The  same  observations  may  be  appli- 
ed to  France  as  to  Great  Britain.  In  France,  the 
monopoly  of  the  regie  weighs  still  heavier  on  our 
tobacco  interests;  for,  whilst  in  England  there  are 
18,000  hogsheads  consumed,  in  France,  having  a 
greater  population,  not  much  more  than  one-half 
of  that  quantity  is  consumed. 

By  the  statement  already  referred  to,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  profits  resulting  from  the  mono- 
poly paid  into  the  French  treasury  by  the  regie,  in 
1837,  amounted  to  over  eleven  millions  of  dollars. 
These  w-ere  the  nett  profits,  and  if  the  expenses  of 
regie,  which  are  verv  greal, should  be  added  to  that 
amount,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  gross  revenue 
would  be  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and,  as  a con- 
siderable proportion  of  American  tobacco  is  employ- 
ed principally  to  mix  with  the  native  tobacco,  in 
order  to  render  the  quality  of  the  manufactured 
article  more  valuable,  it  may  therefore  safely  be 


estimated  that  the  revenue  derived  by  France, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  from  American  to- 
bacco alone,  amounts  to  five  and  a half  millions 
of  dollars,  being  probably  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  revenue  obtained  by  the  United  States 
from  all  the  importations  into  this  country  from 
France. 

Spain. — In  that  country,  a monopoly  of  the  regie 
exists.  The  average  exports  from  the  United  States 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  already  referred  to, 
were  1,729  hogsheads.  There  were  also  exported 
from  'England  in  1837  about  1,150  hogsheads  of 
American  tobacco.  Large  quantities,  it  is  presum- 
ed, are  also  smuggled  from  Gibraltar;  so  that  the 
total  annual  consumption  of  American  tobacco  may 
be  estimated  at  about  5,700  hogsheads.  From  in- 
formation before  the  committee,  it  is  believed  that 
the  gross  revenue  derived  from  the  regie  may  be 
safely  estimated  at  eight  millions  of  dollars;  and,  as 
the  American  tobacco  employed  is  in  the  proportion 
ol  about  five-eights  of  the  whole,  the  gross  revenue 
derived  therefrom  may  be  estimated  at  about  five 
millions  of  dollars  from  American  tobacco. 

Poltugal. — In  that  country  a monopoly  by  the 
farm  (that  is,  the  right  to  deal  in  the  article  under  a 
license  sold  by  the  government)  exists.  The  direct 
average  exportations  were  only  77  hogsheads,  but  the 
average  exportations  of  our  tobacco  from  England 
to  Portugal  may  be  estimated  at  about80  hogsheads. 
The  legal  importations  into  that  country  may  there- 
fore be  estimated  at  about  363  hogsheads  annually. 

The  nett  revenue  derived  from  tobacco  through 
the  farm  was,  a few  years  ago,  as  follows; 

Ainuunt  of  the  lease  to  the  farm  or  per- 
sons or  company  obtaining  the  license 
for  the  monopoly,  per  year  $1,400,000 

Amount  ol  the  import  duty  195,416 

But  to  the  aforegoing  there  should  also 
be  added  the  amount  which  the  farm 
has  also  to  pay  to  the  government  for 
pensions  to  the  former  officers  of  the 
old  tobacco  administration  24,677 


$1,620,093 

And,  as  the  quantity  of  American  tobacco  legally- 
consumed  was  about  one-third  of  the  whole  manu- 
factured, the  nett  revenues  from  American  tobacco 
may  be  estimated  at  about  $540,000.  Although 
tobacco  can  only  be  admitted  on  account  of  the 
farm,  yet  it  is  subject  to  a duty  of  $8  36  on  Ameri- 
can and  $6  27  per  100  lbs.  on  Brazil. 

Italy. — Throughout  Italy  monopoliesof  tobacco 
exist,  either  being  a regie  of  the  state,  or  it  is  farmed 
out  by  the  government. 

In  Sardinia,  it  is  a regie,  and  the  profits  from 
the  monopoly  must  be  very  great. 

In  the  Roman  states  it  is  also  a regie.  The 
consumption  of  American  tobacco  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  about  300  hogsheads.  The  profits  are  un- 
questionably great. 

In  Tuscany  it  is  farmed  out.  The  consumption 
of  American  tobacco  may  be  estimated  at  about  425 
hogsheads,  and  the  profits  from  the  monopoly  from 
that  quantity  at  about  $140,000. 

In  Parma,  the  American  tobacco  is  employed  in 
making  the  first  class  of  snuff,  and  the  consumption 
may  be  estimated  at  about  130  hogsheads.  In  1834, 
the  government  obtained  a gross  revenue  of  about 
$106,460  from  all  qualities  of  tobacco. 

In  Naples,  it  is  farmed  out.  The  quantity  of 
American  tobacco  may  be  estimated  at  about  400 
hogsheads,  and  the  revenue  derived  through  the 
farm  at  about  $400,000. 

In  the  Austrian  dominions,  with  the  exception 
of  Hungary,  it  is  a regie.  The  consumption  of 
American  tobacco  may  be  estimated  at  about  4,000 
hogsheads,  which  is  partly  imported  into  Trieste 
direct  from  the  United  States,  but  the  greatest  pro- 
portion is  obtained  from  the  entrepots  of  Holland 
and  the  Hanse  Towns.  The  profits  derived  through 
the  regie  must  be  very  great. 

In  the  rest  of  Germany,  where  a large  proportion 
of  our  tobacco  is  consumed,  the  revenue  derived 
Irom  it  may  be  estimated  at  about  $1,200,000. — 
The  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report  without 
calling  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  the  im- 
portant fact  that  the  average  value  of  the  tobacco 
exported  to  varions  countries  of  Europe  was,  from 
1st  of  October,  1835,  to  30th  September,  183S, 
$7,267,794,  and  that,  during  the  same  period,  the 
average  value  of  our  domestic  produce  exported 
annually  to  the  same  countries  was  $79,201,860. — 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  article  of  tobacco,  the 
chief  staple  of  those  represented  by  this  convention, 
constitutes  in  value  about  one-.tenth  of  the  whole 
export  of  our  domestic  produce  to  Europe;  and  it 
may  be  presumed  that  an  equal  proportion  of  the 
population  of  the  country  has  a direct  interest  in, 
if  not  an  absolute  dependence  upon,  the  cultivation 
and  trade  of  that  important,  and,  hitherto,  too  much 
neglected  branch  of  American  industry. 


In  view  of  the  facts  and  considerations  here  pre- 
sented, the  committee  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  views  with  deep 
regret  and  sense  of  injury,  the  continued  heavy 
burdens  imposed  upon  tobacco  imported  from  the 
United  States  into  foreign  countries  whose  products 
and  manufactures  are  admitted  into  this  country 
entirely  free  of,  or  at  a nominal  duty.  That  this 
inequality  is  at  war  with  that  spirit  of  reciprocity 
by  which  friendly  commercial  nations  should  be 
governed,  and  that  a longer  submission  to  it  by  the 
government  of  the  United  Slates  would  be  unjust 
to  the  tobacco  planters,  destructive  of  their  inte- 
rests, and  evince  a gross  want  of  attention  to  their 
just  remonstances. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  of  this  convention  to  draught  a 
memorial  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
urging  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  be 
best  calculated  to  effect  a modification  or  repeal  ot 
the  high  duties  and  restrictions  in  foreign  coun- 
tries upon  tobacco  imported  from  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  from  the  tobacco  growing  states  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  use  their  efforts  to 
accomplish  these  objects. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
by  the  president  of  this  convention  to  draft  an  ad- 
dress to  the  tobacco  planters  of  the  United  States 
setting  forth  their  grievances,  and  urging  them  to 
lose  no  time  in  memoralizing  congress  to  relieve 
them,  so  far  as  that  may  be  done  by  national  legis- 
lation, from  oppressions  already  too  long  endured; 
and  which,  when  they  are  fully  understood,  cannot 
be  quietly  submitted  to. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  recognise  with 
grateful  satisfaction  the  measures  which  have  al- 
ready been  employed,  with  auspicious  effect  to 
procure  the  adoption  by  foreign  governments,  of 
measures  of  just  reciprocity  in  regard  to  the  inte- 
rests represented  by  this  convention,  and  that  they 
entertain  and  hereby  respectfully  express  the  hope 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  per- 
severe in  its  exertions  to  accomplish  Ihe  reduction 
or  appeal  of  the  heavy  duties  and  restrictions  of 
which  we  complain. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  proceeding  of  this 
convention  be  communicated  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  senators  and  re- 
presentatives in  congress  from  the  tobacco  growing 
states. 

The  report  and  resolutions  having*been  read,  a 
debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Dromgoole,  Je- 
nifer, R.  W.  Bowie,  Triplett,  Thomas  F.  Bowie, 
Hamilton,  Keech  andDuckitt,  participated. 

After  which,  that  portion  of  the  report  which  is 
within  brackets  was  stricken  out.  ** 

The  resolutions  were  taken  up  seriatim  and 
adopted;  and  the  question  being  then  taken  on  the 
whole,  the  report,  as  amended,  and  the  resolutions, 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  president  thereupon  appointed  Messrs.  Je- 
nifer, Triplett  and  Benj.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  a com- 
mittee to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  2d  resolu- 
tion. 

And  Messrs.  Triplett,  R.  W.  Bowie,  Daniel  Je- 
nifer, George  C.  Dromgoole,  and  John  Mercer,  a 
committee  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  3d  reso- 
lution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thos.  F.  Bowie,  it  was  unani- 
mously 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention, 
the  time  has  arrived  when  a journal  devoted  to  the 
great  tobacco  interest  should  be  selected  and  patro- 
nised by  this  convention  and  all  others  engaged  in 
its  cultivation;  and  that  the  American  Farmer  (edit- 
ed by  J.  S.  Skfhner,  esq.)  be  selected  as  a suitable 
organ  for  the  diffusion  of  information  on  this  im- 
portant branch  of  American  industry. 

After  some  collateral  proceedings,  Mr.  Triplett 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  convention 
have  power,  and  he  is  requested,  to  call  a tobacco 
convention  when,  in  his  opinion,  the  interest  of  tha 
tobacco  planters  may  require  it. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Bowie  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, wdiich  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  tobacco 
planters,  and  all  others  connected  with  the  tobacco 
business  in  the  United  States,  to  hold  meetings  in 
their  respective  districts  to  respond  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  thi4  convention. 

And  the  business  before  the  convention  havin'* 
been  now  disposed  of,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  W, 
Bowie,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
tendered  to  the  president  and  vice  president  of  this 
convention  for  their  able  and  dignified  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  the  chair. 
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And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Bowie, 
the  convention  adjourned. 

HENRY  GODFREY  WHEELER. 

Reporter  to  the  convention. 

REMARKS  or  MR.  JENIFER,  OF  MAYLAND,  UPON 
THE  BUSINESS  BEFORE  THE  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  that  the  convention  being  now 
organized,  he  had  a very  few  remarks  to  submit. — 
The  objects  for  which  they  had  assembled,  were 
known  to  all;  and  although  it  w as  a matter  of  regret 
that  the  convention  was  not  more  numerously  at- 
tended— many  delegates  having,  perhaps,  been  de- 
tained at  home  by  unavoidable  duties — still  it  was 
a source  of  satisfaction  to  see  gentlemen  from  dif- 
ferent sections  of  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Kentucky 
in  attendance  here,  and  thus  manifesting  the  deep 
interest  which  was  taken  in  the  cause  by  which 
they  had  been  brought  together. 

I am  well  aware  (continued  Mr.  J.)  that,  upon 
occasions  of  this  kind,  every  gentleman  looks  to 
another  to  do  that  w hich  he  should  do  himself;  that 
however  deep  may  be  the  interest  which  he  feels, 
and  however  willing  he  may  be  to  do  all  (hat  is  in 
his  power  to  accomplish  the  object  in  contemplation, 
still  he  is  disposed  to  look  to  others  rather  than  to 
himself.  This  is  at  all  times  to  be  regretted.  I have 
risen,  however,  with  a view  of  putting  the  conven- 
tion in  possession  of  some  facts  which  will  aid  the 
committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  in  pursuing 
their  investigations. 

In  tile  first  place,  I will  state*  the  course  of  the 
select  committee  appointed  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and 
of  which  the  speaker  was  pleased  to  constitute  me 
the  chairman.  A large  correspondence  has  been 
held  abroad  by  our  agents  and  ministers  with  the 
various  governments  of  Europe.  A voluminous 
document  of  the  correspondence  has  been  sent  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  from  almost  all 
parts  of  Europe,  and  great  interest  has  been  ex- 
cited in  the  matter  both  at  home  and  abroad;  and 
there  is  abundant  evidence,  as  will  be  showm  here- 
after, that  our  efforts  have  not  proved  entirely  un- 
availing. It  is  to  be  regreted  that,  anxious  as  the 
select  committee  has  been  to  present  to  this  con- 
vention a statement  of  all  the  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  having  a bearing  on  the  subject, 
and  the  facts,  time  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  en- 
able the  printer  to  complete  the  document — docu- 
ments, let  me  say,  which  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
American  nation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  will  ex- 
ercise a powerful  influence  abroad.  They  will  be 
published  hereafter.  Finding  it  impossible  to  pre- 
sent the  papers  in  full,  a document  has  been  pre- 
pared by  the  committee  v;’hich  will  give  some  va- 
luable information  in  reference  to  our  trade  abroad. 

I hold  in  my  hand  a document  which  has  been 
printed  only  this  morning,  by  which  it  will  be  seen 
t hat  oor  exports  abroad  and  our  imports  at  home 
bear  a contrast,  as  regards  duties,  of  a startling 
character.  Take  our  agricultural  interests — I do 
not  mean  tobacco  alone,  but  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  our  country — and  you  will  find  that  they 
have  been  greatly  neglected  abroad.  Duties  have 
been  imposed  on  the  staples  of  our  country  by  the 
governments  of  countries  whose  articles  we  are  re- 
ceiving free  of  duty,  or,  at  all  events,  at  a merely 
nominal  duty.  It  becomes,  then,  our  duty  to  speak 
the  language  of  truth,  and  whatever  proceedings 
may  be  adopted  by  this  convention  will  have  a 
proper  effect  at  home  as  well  as  abroad. 

When  I speak  thus,  I do  so  upon  data.  Until 
the  year  1837,  when  a convention  met  here,  no  in- 
terest had  been  taken  in  the  United  States  or  abroad 
as  to  our  agricultural  products  generally,  and  cer- 
tainly not  as  to  the  particular  staple  of  tobacco;  and 
when  that  convention  met,  nearly  every  man  was 
ignorant  of  what  belonged  to  ourselves.  Subse- 
quently we  have  been  put  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation and  facts.  All  those  who  have  seen  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  from  the 
year  1837  to  the  present  time  will  concur  in  opinion 
that  it  is  from  you  that  action  in  this  matter  is 
to  emanate;  and  your  opinions  will  be  respected 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Why  is  it  that  we  see 
here  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  union? 
Why  is  it  that  we  see  gentlemen  taken,  at  the  re- 
quest of  their  constituents,  from  their  duties  in  the 
house  of  representatives?  It  is  because  a deep  in- 
terest has  been  excited  on  this  subject  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  tobacco  planters.  The  eyes  of  the  people 
are  being  opened,  and  w'e  are  here  now  to  speak  in 
a language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  I re- 
fer to  the  fact  that  this  staple  of  tobacco  (which, 
next  to  the  cotton  interest,  is  the  largest  article  of 
export  from  t(je  United  States — amounting  annual- 
ly to  the  sum  of  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars) 
has  never  received  any  countenance  abroad;  whilst, 

I say,  this  staple  which  is  next  in  export  to  cotton, 


produces  the  greatest  revenue  to  governments 
in  Europe,  we  are  receiving  articles  from  these 
very  governments — articles  of  luxury,  as  our  to- 
bacco is — free  of  duty. 

It  is  not  necessary,  Mr.  President,  to  go  minute- 
ly through  a list  of  the  ports  abroad  that  receive  our 
tobacco,  to  show  how  great  is  the  injustice  which 
is  done  to  us.  It  is  only  necessary  to  look  generally 
abroad  to  see  that  prohibitory  duties  are  imposed 
which  amount  almost  to  an  exclusion  of  the  article, 
and  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  it  behooves  this  con- 
vention to  look  watchfully  to  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued. And  here  let  me  say  that  we  cannot  speak 
in  language  too  strong.  Whatever  may  be  the  fear 
offoreign  wars  and  retaliations,  I must  say  that,  if  we 
are  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be  alarmed  by  such  ap- 
prehensions, our  case  is  hopeless — our  interests  will 
be  sacrificed,  and  no  manner  of  regard  will  be  paid 
to  them  abroad. 

What  is  our  condition?  With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade  has  not  been 
brought  to  the  consideration  of  foreign  governments. 
An  idea  has  prevailed,  and  partly  prevails  now,  that 
it  is  an  article  from  which  they  derive  so  great  a 
revenue  that  they  will  not  touch  it.  This  was  the 
idea  that  was  held  in  1837,  because  the  experiment 
had  not  been  made.  Since  that  period,  however — 
since  congress  has  appointed  agents  to  go  abroad, 
and  has  given  instructions  to  our  ministers,  the  eyes 
of  foreign  governments  have  begun  to  be  opened — 
and  though,  in  the  first  instance,  they  met  a repulse 
almost  every  where,  still,  by  perseverance,  a very 
different  language  has  been  held.  Something  has 
been  accomplished.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  we  know 
that  in  Germany,  by  the  active  agency  of  our  minis- 
ters^ reduction  has  already  taken  place  on  the  article 
of  rice,  and  that  a prospective  modification  has  been 
promised  in  relation  to  tobacco.  Look  to  France, 
and  you  will  find,  by  a correspondence  which  will 
be  published  in  a few  days,  that  from  the  year  1S29 
to  this  time  the  French  government  have  held  out 
the  idea  of  a modification.  But  it  has  not  been 
pressed  by  congress  and  the  government  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  show  that  it  was  their  determination 
to  effect  a modification,  or  that  retaliation  would 
follow.  And  our  minister,  (general  Cass),  allhough 
he  had  fears  and  apprehensions  before,  although 
other  objects  were  to  be  accomplished — as,  for  in- 
stance, the  fulfilment  of  the  indemnity  treaty— still 
he  speaks  a language  which,  if  followed  out,  will 
open  the  ports  of  France  and  compel  them  to  re- 
ceive our  tobacco. 

How  stands  the  case  with  England?  A docu- 
ment was  put  forth  by  Mr.  Stevenson  last  year, 
which  was  not  only  an  able  argument,  but  which 
has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  British  minister;  and  lord 
Palmerston  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  the 
duty  was  an  onerous  one.  Why,  then,  should  it  not 
be  reduced?  It  is  for  us  to  take  the  incipient  steps. 

Look  at  Germany  and  all  the  different  republics 
there;  at  first  we  met  with  a repulse,  but  now  they 
have  begun  to  moderate  their  views.  Go  to  Bel- 
gium. Within  a short  time  the  matter  has  been 
brought  to  the  consideration  of  both  governments, 
and  a treaty  is  in  being  which  will  go  to  modify  the 
duty. 

In  Sardinia  something  has  been  accomplished, 
because  the  government  has  permitted  an  egress 
of  our  tobacco,  which  was  not  before  allowed. — 
Even  their  quarantine  laws  have,  in  some  respect, 
been  modified.  So  that,  looking  through  every 
part  of  Europe  where  the  restrictions  are  great  or 
the  duties  heavy,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  affect 
their  interests. 

I well  know  what  are  the  opinions  entertained  by 
our  southern  friends  in  relation  to  a tariff.  I know 
the  idea  they  entertain  is,  that  protection  is  against 
the  constitution,  and  should  not  be  admitted.  Sir, 
we  do  not  ask  it.  We  ask,  only,  that  our  interests 
may  be  looked  to;  and  that,  in  a schedule  of  duties 
to  be  made  out  in  relation  to  our  own  revenue,  those 
articles  may  be  selected,  coming  from  abroad,  that 
are  admitted  at  low,  or  at  merely  nominal  rates  of 
duties.  We  ask  no  protection;  the  question  is  one 
of  revenue,  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  a right  to  look  to,  and  to  which,  if  it 
does  not  anxiously  look,  it  is  recreant  to  the  inte- 
rests of  its  people. 

Sir,  will  it  be  believed  that  Great  Britain  alone 
raises  from  us,  in  the  amount  of  duties  levied  on 
tobacco,  more  than  the  sum  required  to  sustain  the 
whole  civil  list  of  the  United  States?  Nay,  more, 
the  duty  upon  tobacco,  collected  in  England  alone, 
from  the  United  States,  amounts  annually  to  more 
than  the  whole  nett  revenue  of  the  United  States. 
This  document  (holding  up  the  pamphlet  headed 
“Tobacco  Statistics”)  will  prove  the  fact. 

As  to  France,  she  purchases  only  a few  thousand 
hogsheads  of  our  tobacco,  while  we  take  from  her 
sixty-five  or  seventy  millions  of  francs  in  wines  and 
silks,  entirely  free  of  duty.  YVhy  are  we  thus  left 


at  the  mercy  of  these  foreign  governments?  They 
say  these  duties  are  indispensable  to  their  revenue: 
and  whilst  these  two  countries,  England  and  France, 
are  deriving  this  revenue  from  us,  articles  coining 
from  them,  and  used  as  luxuries  by  ourselves,  are 
free  of  duly — at  least  two-thirds  of  them  are  free  of 
duly,  and  the  lest  are  received  at  rates  merely  no- 
minal. Our  exports  to  France  do  not  amount  to 
half  our  imports  from  France;  and  upon  those  ex- 
ports every  single  article  pays  a duty,  whilst  of  the 
imports  from  France,  being  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  exports  hence,  two-thirds  are  received 
duty  free. 

In  regard  to  England,  of  the  articles  that  we  re- 
ceive, many  of  them  are  articles  of  luxury,  upon 
which  we  pay  a mere  nominal  duty;  and,  if  we 
choose,  we  may  put  it  on  a footing  of  retaliation. 
Is  it  not  proper,  in  raising  our  revenue,  as  we  must 
do  hereafter,  that  we  should  raise  it  upon  articles 
of  luxury  coming  from  countries  which  impose 
burdensome  duties  upon  our  own  staples,  and  that 
we  should  follow  it  up  w ith  this  proposition:  if  you 
reduce  the  duties  imposed  upon  our  staples,  we  will 
go  along  with  you  pari  passu  in  reducing  the  duties 
imposed  on  your  luxuries?  That  is  the  principle 
of  reciprocity,  and  that  is, the  only  principle  which 
ought  to  govern  us.  Our  friends,  therefore,  who 
are  sensitive  on  the  subject  of  protection,  of  a ta- 
riff, of  retaliation,  need  be  under  no  apprehension. 
Let  it  go  for  revenue,  ami  I care  not  whether  it 
goes  for  revenue  or  retaliation,  so  that  our  object 
be  accomplished. 

Mr.  President,  I am  aware  that  there  are  gentle- 
men present  who  can  give  us  information  that  will 
not  only  be  beneficial,  but  will  enable  the  commit- 
tee which  may  be  appointed  to  make  such  a report 
as  cannot  fail  to  be  valuable  and  effective.  And  I 
will  here  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  the  com- 
mittee will  take  up  these  facts  and  speak  nut  in  a 
language  which  cannbt  be  misunderstood,  and  which 
will  show  that,  in  the  proceedings  now  to  be  had, 
this  convention  is  in  earnest. 

There  are  documents  in  my  possession  to  which, 
although  not  yet  printed,  the  committee  shall  have 
access.  And  whatever  recommendations  the  com- 
mittee may  make,  let  the  convention  adopt  them  in 
a spirit  of  determination  to  carry  them  out;  and,  al- 
though the  convention  cannot  act  in  the  same  em- 
phatic manner  as  the  people  in  their  aggregate 
capacity  as  planters,  as  men  whose  interests  have 
been  sacrificed  for  years,  still  we  can  speak  in  tones 
which  will  be  heard,  and  which  will  have  an  effect 
not  only  at  home,  but  upon  our  interests  abroad. 

I will  now,  with  great  pleasure,  second  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  chair,  that  a committee  be  appointed. 
In  the  mean  time,  I hope  that  gentlemen  will  ex- 
press their  vipws  freely,  so  that  the  committee, 
when  proceeding  to  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 
may  have  the  benefit  of  opinions  from  gentlemen 
of  different  sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  by  reference  to  a few  statisti- 
cal facts,  as  set  forth  in  the  documents  before  al- 
luded to. 
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May  21.  Mr.  Sturgeon  presented  a memorial  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  county,  asking  that  the  ta- 
riff may  be  based  on  the  principles  of  1821. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from  Messrs. 
Ally,  Stanton  & Co.  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
Yoi  k,  importers  of  woolen  goods,  asking  a remission 
of  duty  on  goods  destroyed  by  fire. 

Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  the  act  to  extend  for  a longer  period 
the  several  acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States,  as  amended  by 
the  house,  and  with  an  amendment  to  that  amend- 
ment; both  of  which  amendments  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Williams,  agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  a 
bill  to  regulate  enlistments  into  the  array  and  navy 
of  the  United  States. 

A Iso  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  navy. 

The  hill  to  provide  for  the  discontinuance  of  the 
office  of  surveyor  general  in  the  several  districts,  so 
soon  as  the  surveys  therein  can  be  completed,  for 
abolishing  land  offices  under  certain  circumstances, 
and  for  other  purposes,  having  been  returned  from 
the  house  of  representatives,  with  an  amendment 

Mr.  Smith,  oflndiana,  said  he  hoped  the  senate 
would  not  concur  with  the  house  of  representatives 
in  the  amendment  made  to  fhe  bill.  The  house  had 
amended  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  provision  au- 
thorising ttie  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  consoli- 
date different  land  districts,  and  abolish  land  offices 
in  those  districts,  whenever  the  public  expediency 
and  economy  shall  requiie  it,  being  governed  by 
the  public  convenience  in  the  place  at  which  the 
lauds  should  be  sold. 
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After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  S.  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment  of  the  house,  the  bill  and 
amendment  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  request- 
ed to  appoint  a board  of  officers,  naval  and  marine,  to 
witness  an  exhibition  of  Mighill  Nutting’s  patent  cy- 
linder fire-arms,  and  report  the  result,  in  detail,  for  the 
information  of  congress,  together  with  their  opinion  of 
the  advantages  to  he  derived  from  the  adoption  of  the 
same  into  the  naval  service. 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  unfavorable  report 
of  the  committee  of  claims  iri  the  case  of  the  Messrs. 
Crooks,  owners  of  the  British  schooner  Lord  Nel- 
son. 

The  claim  of  80,000  or  $100,000,  which  W'as  re- 
jected by  this  report,  was  discussed  at  great  length, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Walker,  Hub- 
bard and  Calhoun,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Clay, 
Knight  and  Webster.  The  whole  subject,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hubbard,  was  indefinitely  postponed  by 
yeas  25,  nays  14. 

The  bill  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  the  hour 
being  late,  .was,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Tullmadge,  and 
after  a brief  conversation,  laid  over,  by  consent,  till 
to-morrow. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  22.  Mr.  Clayton  presented  a memorial  from 
citizens  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  ask- 
ing a recharter  of  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank  for  a liberal  period,  and  that  specie  payments 
may  not  be  enforced  until  a resumption  shall  have 
taken  place  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  Williams  introduced  a bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Strange  introduced  a bill  to  make  certain  ap- 
propriations lor  the  patent  office. 

The  bill  concerning  a seminary  ol  learning  in  the 
territory  of  Iowa  w'as  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bili  to  provide  for 
outstanding  claims  to  bounty  lands  for  military  ser- 
vices in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Walker,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  autho- 
rising the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  make  trial  of 
Mighill  Nutting’s  patent  cylinder  fire-arms,  coming 
up  in  its  order,  it  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Williams, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  such  a resolution  was 
lately  passed  in  regard  to  Colt’s  fire-arms,  and  by 
Mr.  Tuppan  on  account  of  the  importance  of  such 
trials.  It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Davis 
and  King,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  there  was  al- 
ready ample  power  in  the  department  to  make  such 
trials,  and  it  was  best  on  every  account  to  leave  it 
with  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  resolution  was 
amended  so  as  to  include  the  testing  of  all  such 
other  inventions  in  fire-arms  as  the  secrelary  might 
deem  it  proper  and  expedient  to  test;  and  the  reso- 
lution so  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  giving  the  assent  of 
congress  to  the  acts  of  Virginia  incorporating  the 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail  road  company,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Roane  advocated  the  bill  at  length.  Mr.  Tap- 
pan  and  Mr.  Hubbard  opposed  the  bill  chiefly  on 
the  ground  that  the  appropriation  of  money  in  the 
bill  was  wrong  and  unconstitutional;  congress,  they 
alledged,  having  no  more  right  to  appropriate  mo- 
ney for  such  purposes  here  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  country.  • 

Mr.  King  argued  with  much  emphasis  that  this 
government,  as  a large  and  permanent  property 
holder  in  this  District,  was  imperatively  bound  to 
do  its  part  in  the  construction  of  roads,  streets  and 
other  public  conveniences.  But  the  appropriation 
in  this  bill  could  not  be  objected  to  even  jon  this 
ground.  It  was,  in  express  words,  a compensation, 
and,  as  Mr.  K.  insisted,  a small  compensation  for 
carrying  the  U.  Slates  mail  on  the  road,  an  object 
whic!)  had  recently,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  caus- 
ed the  government  immense  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment. On  this  ground,  Mr.  K.  insisted,  an}' 
constitutional  objection  was  utterly  impossible. 

Mr.  Walker  advocated  the  bill  at  length,  chiefly 
on  the  same  grounds  with  Mr.  King,  and  entered 
into  particulars  to  show  that  the  proposed  compen- 
sation was  small,  and  the  object  very  important. 

Mr.  Merrick  argued  on  the  same  grounds,  dwel- 
ling particularly  on  points  which  showed  the  great 
importance  of  the  measure. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  action  on  the 
bill  was  suspended. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  question  being 
on  Mr.  Wall’s  substitute  for  the  bill — 


Mr.  Tullmadge  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  substitute.  He  entered  in- 
to the  inquiry  why,  when  all  other  civilized  nations 
had  legislated  on  the  subject,  this  government, 
w hich  was  vested  with  express  and  exclusive  pow- 
er, had  neglected  it  for  forty  years,  and  ascribed  the 
neglect  chiefly  to  the  free  nature  of  our  institutions, 
on  account  of  which  some  important  points  ot  legis- 
lation are  neglected  till  they  are  forced  on  congress 
by  the  voice  or  movemenls  of  the  people.  He  gave 
a history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  relief  for 
debtors,  especially  in  New  York,  where,  from  small 
beginnings,  the  abolishment  ol  all  imprisonment  (or 
debt  in  that  state  was  recently  carried  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  both  houses.  He  adverted  to  the  pre- 
sent emphatic  call,  both  from  the  condition  and  the 
voice  of  the  country,  for  a purely  voluntary  bank- 
rupt law,  and  deprecated  the  mixture  ol  it  with 
any  other  matter  whatever.  He  argued  strongly 
against  any  compulsory  or  corporation  provisions 
at  all,  and,  above  all,  in  this  bill,  but  declared  that 
if  such  provisions  should  be  included,  he  would  still 
vote  for  a measure  which  he  deemed  so  important. 

To  an  inquiry  of  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Strange  repli- 
ed that  M.  Wall  would  probably  wish  to  speak  on 
Monday,  and  perhaps  some  other  senators. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange,  the  subject  was  laid 
over  to  Monday. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

May  25.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a message  from  the  president  ot  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  presents  of  the  Imaun  of 
Muscat,  (consisting  of  horses,  pearls  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  great  value).  The  president  says  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  commander  of  the  Imaun’s  vessel, 
with  the  view  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  his  so- 
vereign, now  offers  the  presents  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  he  therefore  lays  that  proposi- 
tion before  congress  for  such  disposition  as  it  may 
see  fit  to  make.  The  president  also  suggests  the 
adoption  of  some  legislative  provision,  pointing  out 
the  course  which  they  may  deem  it  proper  for  the 
executive  to  pursue  in  any  future  instances  where 
offers  of  a like  kind  may  be  made  to  the  executive 
or  legislative  branches  of  the  government  or  the 
agents  abroad,  under  circumstances  precluding  a 
refusal,  without  the  risk  of  giving  offence. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  a petition  in  rela- 
tion to  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Saginaw  county, 
Michigan,  asking  Ihe  erection  of  fortifications,  and 
the  establishment  of  a military  post  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  of  pensions,  re- 
ported a bill  making  provision  lor  the  payment  ol 
pensions  to  the  executors  or  administrators  of  de- 
ceased pensioners  in  certain  cases. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  patent  office — part  lor  the  increase  of  its  li- 
brary, and  part  for  the  distribution  in  this  country 
of  seeds  brought  from  foreign  countries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange,  from  the  committee 
on  patents,  $2,000  in  the  resolution  for  the  distri- 
bution of  foreign  seeds,  was  reduced  to  $1,000. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Crittenden  and 
Calhoun,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Strange,  Linn 
and  Lumpkin.  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  strike  out 
the  $1,000  for  the  distribution  of  foreign  seeds; 
which  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays; 
yeas  13,  nays  20. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to 
a third  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  700 
copies  of  the  “Digest  of  Patents,”  was  taken  up,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Tappan-,  and,  after  being  explained 
by  him,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  question  being 
on  Mr.  Wall’s  substitute  for  the  bili— 

Mr.  Hubbard  argued  at  length  against  the  origi- 
nal bill  as  unconstitutional,  because  it  would  ope- 
rate on  all  classes,  white  the  constitution,  he  insist- 
ed, did  not  allow  its  operation  on  any  others  than 
those  who  live  by  buying  and  selling.  And,  should 
the  tribunals  decide,  as,  in  his  opinion,  they'  ought 
to  do,  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional,  instead  of 
relieving  the  debter,  it  would  involve  him  in  lar 
greater  difficulties.  He  declared  the  passage  of  the 
bill  would  be  the  dissolution  of  all  the  obligations 
of  debtors  throughout  the  country,  who  might  at 
once  avail  themselves  of  such  a law  to  get  rid  of 
all  their  contracts.  He  contended,  emphatically, 
against  the  advantages  which  the  bill  would  thus 
give  Ihe  debtor  against  the  creditor.  He  insisted 
that  if  congress  had  power  to  pass  this  bill,  they 
had  equal  power  to  pass  a compulsory  law,  arid 
might  thus  force  any  individuals  or  classes  in  the 
country  to  become  bankrupt.  He  declared  himself 
in  favor  of  including  banks  and  other  state  corpora- 


tions, as  in  the  substitute,  but  opposed  that  provi- 
sion of  the  substitute  which  allowed  the  states  to 
exempt  theii  institutions  from  the  operation  of  the 
substitute;  and  he  argued  at  much  length  to  show 
that  a compulsoiy  bankrupt  law  of  this  government 
ought  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  banks.  He 
called,  emphatically,  on  senators  to  recollect  the 
frauds  under  the  bankrupt  law  of  1800,  and  to  be- 
ware at  this  time  of  producing  similar  results. 

Mr.  H.  professed  his  readiness  to  vote  for  the 
substitute  if  the  mover  of  it  would  consent  to  mo- 
dify it  so  that  the  states  could  not  exempt  their  in- 
stitutions from  its  operation. 

Mr.  Wall  would  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  of  the 
senator  as  to  such  a modification,  but  he  would  be 
sorry  to  do  any  thing  by  which  he  would  loose  two 
friends  in  gaining  one.  He  admitted  the  power  of 
congress  to  compel  the  banks  in  defiance  of  the 
stales;  but  he  did  not  at  this  time  think  it  expedient 
to  do  so.  He  denied  his  hostility  to  the  banks,  and 
insisted  that  the  original  bill,  il  passed,  would  soon 
destroy  all  the  banks  in  the  country,  by  releasing 
their  debtors.  He  denounced  it  as  the  greatest  lo- 
cofoco  measure  that  had  ever  been  proposed  in  a 
legislative  assembly. 

Mr.  Henderson,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hubbard,  admit- 
ted that  this  power  over  bankruptcy  was  more  lia- 
ble to  abuse  and  assumption  than  almost  any  other, 
and  it  was  especially  for  that  very  reason  that  he 
would  now  confine  the  exercise  of  that  power  to 
the  sole  object  of  relieving  debtors,  which,  and 
which  alone,  the  country  now  emphatically  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  H.  also  argued  further  to  show  that  congress, 
like  the  British  parliament,  has  the  power  to  in- 
clude any  and  all  classes  of  persons  which  they  may 
think  proper. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Strange,  the  subject  W'as  laid 
over  till  to-morrow  ; and  after  an  executive  session. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  26.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
made  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  April  26, 
in  relation  to  sites  for  fortifications  on  the  coast  of 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  the  hill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
Salt  Lick  reservation  in  the  western  district  of  Ten- 
nessee, without  amendment,  and  with  a recommen- 
dation that  it  pass. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriat- 
ed for  the  use  of  schools  within  that  state  was  con- 
sidered in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations 
and  pre  emption  rights,  under  the  act  ol'  1S14,  was 
also  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  explained 
by  Mr.  Davis,  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  institution 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  after  being  advocated  and 
explained  by  Mr.  Merrick,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Tap- 
pan,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  authorising  the  states  to  tax  any  lands 
within  their  limits  sold  by  the  United  Stales,  com- 
ing up  for  consideration,  it  was  explained  by  Mr. 
Norvell-,  and,  aftersome  remarks  from  Messrs.  Linn, 
Sevier,  Henderson,  While  and  Young,  the  hour  of  one 
having  arrived,  the  action  on  the  bill  was  suspended. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  question  being  on  Mr. 
Wall’s  substitute  for  the  bill,  Mr  Benton  opposed 
the  original  bill  at  great  length,  totally  as  unconsti- 
tutional, wholly  one-sided,  and  giving  power  to  the 
debtor  to  rid  himself  of  all  his  obligations  at  his  own 
pleasure.  He  characterized  the  measure  as  a poli- 
tical game  to  get  the  votes  of  500,000  debtors  in  the 
presidential  election.  He  argued  at  length  in  favor 
of  the  substitute,  especially  of  its  compulsory  and 
state  corporation  provisions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  27.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  presidents  of  various 
insurance  companies  of  Philadelphia,  as  well  as 
citizens  of  that  place,  asking  an  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  wharves  and  piers  at  Port  Penn. 

Also,  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  of  New' Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania  and  Delaw  are,  praying  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave-trade. 
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By  Mr.  Wright,  four  memorials,  all  very  nume- 
rously signed  by  citizens  of  the  northern  frontier 
of  New  York,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a ship  channel  around  the  Falls  of  Ni- 
agara. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  citizens  of  Illinois,  asking 
a grant  of  land  for  the  improvement  of  Rock  river. 

Also,  a petition  for  the  release  of  William  Lyon 
Mackenzie. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  a petition  for  the  release  of  the 
above  individual;  both  of  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table;  the  individual  having  already  been 
released. 

Mr.  Wall,- from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustmentof  titles 
to  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing were  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed, 
with  the  exception  of  that  tor  the  relief  of  Duncan 
L.  Clinch,  which  was  recommitted. 

Mr.  Pierce,  by  direction  of  the  committee  on 
pensions,  moved  that  leave  be  granted  to  that  com- 
mittee to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  senate.  The 
leave  asked  was  accordingly  granted  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Henderson,  on  leave,  introduced  a joint  reso- 
lution authorising  the  loan  of  public  money  now  in 
bank  at  Natchez,  to  sutlers  by  the  late  tornado,  for 
five  years,  with  adequate-security,  and  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $31)0,000.  The  resolution  was  read 
a second  time,  and  referred. 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  bill  making  a grant 
of  land,  of  the  estimated  value  of  $5,000,  to  the 
Howard  institution  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

After  an  animated  debate  on  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  grant  this  land  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Merrick,  Allen,  Hubbard, 
Henderson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Lumpkin  arid  Critten- 
den, participated.  The  bill  was  passed  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Henderson,  King. 
Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Srurgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Young — 
26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Grundy,  Hubbard.  Morton,  Nicho- 
las, Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Strange,  Tappan,  YVhight — 17. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States;  the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Wall's  substitute  tor  the  bill — 

Mr.  Strange  said,  as  no  one  appeared  now  dispos- 
ed to  speak,  he  would  offer  his  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Wall  remarked  that  the  bill  and  substitute 
proposed  two  different  systems  of  bankruptcy,  and 
he  thought  if  best  to  decide  first  on  one  of  them,  as 
the  groundwork  of  all  future  amendments. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  could  not  vote  for  either  in 
its  present  form,  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  senator 
from  North  Carolina  would  persist  in  now  offering 
his  amendments  to  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Strange  now  offered  his  first  amendment, 
which  was  understood  to  extend  the  operation  of 
the  substitute  to  all  classes  of  persons,  expressly. 
Mr.  S.  said  the  popular  meaning  of  the  term  bank- 
ruptcy extended,  he  believed,  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  to  all  classes;  and  the  popular  meaning 
was  to  be  taken,  rather  than  the  technical. 

Mr.  Wall  argued  against  this  doctrine,  as  leading 
to  the  worst  and  most  inconsistent  consequences. 

A long  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Wall 
Strange  and  Walker  participated,  relating  almost 
wholly  to  technicalities  and  British  precedents,  and 
chiefly  to  the  import  of  the  technical  phrases  trader, 
engaged  in  trading,  See.  Mr.  Wall  being  still  under- 
stood to  hold  that  any  person  who  had  been  engaged 
in  buying  or  selling  any  thing,  might  be  legally 
brought  within  the  scope  of  these  technicalities, 
though  it  might  not  be  so  with  the  popular  mean- 
ing of  these  phrases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  21.  The  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour  was  the  bill  from  the  senate  en- 
titled “an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  granting  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,”  on 
which  the  previous  question  had  yesterday  been 
demanded. 

The  speaker  had  decided  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion would  apply  to  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  and 
not  to  its  engrossment,  and  from  this  decision  Mr. 
Casey  had  appealed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  had  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  and  the 
whole  subject  (ft'hich,  of  course,  includes  the  bill), 
on  the  table,  and  this  was  the  question  immediately 
pending  yesterday  at  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour. 


And  the  question  now  being  on  that  motion, 
Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  said  that,  as  there  was  obvi- 
ously no  quorum  present,  he  would  move  a call  of 
the  house.  Which  motion  having  prevailed,  the 
clerk  called  the  roll,  and  122  members  answered  to 
their  names;  and  the  names  of  the  absentees  having 
been  called,  156  members  appeared  to  be  present. 
The  doors  of  the  hall  were  then  closed,  excuses 
were  received,  and  163  members  appearing  to  be 
present,  Mr.  Weller  moved  a suspension  of  further 
proceedings  on  the  call;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to;  ayes  92,  noes  40. 

Tiie  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hopkins  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  on 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  had  heretofore  been 
ordered,  and,  being  now  taken,  were,  yeas  53,  nays 
122.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  appeal  taken 
by  Mr.  Casey  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that 
the  previous  question  applied  to  the  commitment  of 
the  bill. 

The  speaker  stated  that  yesterday  he  had  decided, 
according  to  his  own  construction  of  the  rule,  which 
he  believed  then,  as  lie  did  now,  to  be  the  correct 
construction,  that  it  required  a commitment  of  the 
bill.  He  had  since  looked  into  the  authorities,  and 
he  found  that  in  1834  a pre-emption  bill  was  passed 
without  being  sent  to  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  tie  would  now  conform  his  decision  to  that  case. 
He  w'ould  therefore  withdraw  his  decision  of  yes- 
teiday,  and  decide  that  the  previous  question  ap- 
plied to  the  question  of  engrossment,  and  not  to  the 
commitment. 

From  this  new  decision  of  the  chair  Mr.  Lincoln 
took  an  appeal,  and  was  proceeding  to  express  his 
reasons,  when  the  speaker  declared  that  the  previ- 
ous question  having  been  called,  the  appeal  was 
not  debateable. 

Mr.  Jameson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ap- 
peal; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Goode  proposed  to  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment as  an  addition  section  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons 
being  the  head  of  a family  who  have  settled  and 
made  improvements  on  any  part  of  the  U.  States 
alternate  sections  reserved  liom  sale  on  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal  or  the  Miama  canal,  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  prior  to  the  last  day  of  November,  1S35,  be 
permitted  to  enter  not  more  than  eighty  acres  of  the 
land  on  which  they  have  so  as  aforesaid  settled  and 
improved  at  the  proper  land  office,  by  way  of  pre- 
emption, at  $2  51)  per  acre. 

The  speaker  decided  all  propositions  for  amend- 
ment to  be  out  of  order.  And  the  question,  “shall 
the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  ol 
the  house,”  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: yeas  100,  nays  91. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question;  but  the  morning 
hour  having  elapsed,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Briggs,  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  senate  bill  to  extend  lor  a longer  period  the 
several  acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  to  the  United  States  having  been  sent  from 
the  senate  wiih  an  amendment,  it  was  taken  up, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair)  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue; the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cushing  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  Mr.  C. 
who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday,  then  proceeded 
to  state  his  reasons  tortile  motion — entering  at  great 
length  into  the  demerits  of  the  bill,  analyzing  its 
provisions,  objects  and  tendencies.  Before  enter- 
ing into  the  main  subject,  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the 
cry  which  had  been  raised  during  the  discussion  ot 
the  civil  list  bill,  as  to  the  wants  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  public  service,  and  the  necessity  ot 
passing  appropriations  for  their  support — especially 
those  having  reference  to  the  navy  department. — 
Yet  all  these  things  were  laid  aside  bj'  the  administra- 
tion party  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this  bill — for 
the  same  majority  by  which  it  was  taken  up  could 
also,  had  it  been  so  disposed,  have  taken  up  ail  or  any 
of  the  appropriation  bills.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  question  could  be  taken  on  this  bill  without 
an  extended  debate — and  he  give  notice  that  it  any 
prejudice  resulted  to  the  public  service  from  it,  he 
should  hold  the  administration  party  responsible  for 
it.  Mr.  C.  addressed  the  committee,  without  con- 
cluding, until  half  past  2 o’clock. 

And  the  house  then  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Cushing  continued  to  ad- 
dress the  house  until  a quarter  to  seven  o’clock, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  that  the  committee 
rise.  The  motion  prevailed,  ayes  60,  noes  53. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  when  a motion 
was  made  by  several  gentlemen  simultaneously  for 


adjournment.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
on  this  motion,  and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  69, 
nays  72.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a call  of 
the  house,  but  the  motion  was  apparently  negatived, 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  but  be- 
fore they  w ere  taken,  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsy  Iv  ania, 
moved  an  adjournment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and,  being  again  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  69,  nays  58. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  May  22.  Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  offer  a resolution  that  the  sub-treasury 
bill  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  at  12 
o’clock,  and  for  every  succeeding  day  at  the  same 
hour,  till  the  bill  should  be  disposed  of.  Rejected, 
yeas  86,  nays  88. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  be- 
ing the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands,” 

The  chair  announced  that  the  question  was  on 
seconding  the  previous  question,  heretofore  moved, 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.  Rejected — yeas  68,  nays  114. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  the  call  tor  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  wtere  demand- 
ed and  refused.  The  house  then  divided,  and  re- 
fused to  second  the  call  lor  the  previous  question: 
ayes  77,  noes  82. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  committing  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  which  being  taken  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  yeas  91,  nays  100. 

The  question  ttien  recurring  on  committing  it  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  house;  Mr.  Lewis  Wil- 
liams withdrew  that  motion. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
a restrictive  clause;  which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  information. 

Tne  bill  then  went  over,  till  it  shall  come  up  in 
order,  on  the  speaker’s  table,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  cost  of  building,  equipping  and  repair- 
ing the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1800,  to  the  present  time;  the  cost 
of  each  vessel  under  the  above  mentioned  several 
heads  to  be  distinctly  and  separately  set  forth,  and  the 
time  designated  when  the  same  was  built,  equipped 
or  repaired. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  reception — 

Mr.  Johnson*  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  its 
reception,  but  the  house  refused:  ayes  66,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  morninghourhavingexpired,  the  house  pass- 
ed to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole.  (Mr.  Briggs  in  the  chair), 
when  sundry  private  bills  were  passed  over,  and 
others  reported. 

The  house  then  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock  the  house  again 
came  to  order,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
private  bills,  a number  of  which  were  considered 
in  committee  ol  the  whole,  and  afterwards  reported 
to  the  house. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  23.  The  speaker  suggested  that, 
by  general  consent,  the  business  of  the  morning 
hour  should  be  dispensed  with  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  disposition  of  the  business  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  of  which  there  was  a heavy  load. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  to  be  discharged  from  fur- 
ther service  on  the  committee  of  privileges.  The 
motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jy  in  coin,  (by  leave),  from  the  committee  on 
the  public  buildings,  reported  a joint  resolution 
from  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  statue  of  Wash- 
ington  by  Greenongh,  with  an  amendment,  striking 
out  the  words  “committee  on  the  library”  and  in- 
serting the  words  “secretary  of  the  navy.”  The 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

The  suggestion  of  the  speaker  having  been  ac- 
ceded to,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  private  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table,  when  action 
was  had  on  several  bills. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Matthew  Lyon  was  postponed  until  Friday  next, 
was  then  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  moved  a suspension  of  (he  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
pn.ss  is  secured  to  all  cilizens  by  the  constitution,  and 
that  every  officer  and  agent  of  government  has  an  in- 
defeasible right  to  the  fullest  exercise  of  both,  in  any 
mode  that  will  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  his  office 
or  employment. 
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Resolved,  That  whilst  we  repudiate  legislative  “gag” 
upon  the  exercise  by  the  officers  of  government  of  these 
invaluable  rights,  the  practice  of  this  administration  of 
removing  officers  for  political  opinions  and  preferences 
we  abhor  and  denounce  as  the  more  odious  “gag”  of 
an  executive  tyrant  and  oppressor. 

Resolved , That  a president  of  the  United  States  who 
requires  or  permits  an  assessment  upon  the  salaries  of 
offices  held  at  his  will  to  raise  funds  to  be  employed  in^ 
influencing  the  elections — who  establishes  the  tenure  of 
office  to  be  the  support  of  his  administration — and  who 
exercises  the  power  of  appointment  and  removal  to  bribe 
and  awe  men — -to  advocate  and  uphold  his  measures, 
acts  in  direct  opposition  to  the  example  of  Jefferson,  and 
brings  “the  patronage  of  the  general  government  into 
conflict  with  the  freedom  of  suffrage. ” 

Resolved,  That  the  American  organization  of  a par- 
tition of  political  power,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
functions  of  government  among  many  officers,  was  in- 
tended to  establish  a system  of  checks  and  balances — 
that  the  obligations  and  fidelity  of  air  officers  are  to  the 
people,  and  not  to  any  superior  officer — that  malfea- 
sance and  corruption  in  office  can  often  be  known  only 
to  the  officers  of  the  particular  department  or  service 
ill  which  it  occurs,  and  then  it  is  the  duty  of  those  of- 
ficers  to  reveal  all  cases  of  either;  and  that  the  system 
upon  which  the  president  administers  the  vast  patronage 
of  his  office  tends  to  subvert  the  official  independence 
and  virtue  which  are  essential  to  the  faithful  peform- 
ance  of  that  high  trust. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Ramsey,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Turney  last  evening  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  motion  to  commit  the  pre- 
emption bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  Turney  now  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  motion  to  reconsider  until  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  in  committee  of  the 
whole  of  the  state  of  the  union  had  been  disposed 
of. 

[This  is  the  bill  commonly  known  as  the  sub- 
treasury  bill] 

This  motion,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Crabb,  Briggs  and  Casey,  was  rejected. 

A number  of  engrossed  private  bills  were  then 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  refund  a fine  imposed  on  the  late 
Matthew  Lyon  under  the  sedition  law,  to  his  heirs 
and  legal  representatives,  coming  up  in  its  order, 
and  Ihe^qnestion  being  on  its  engrossment,  Mr. 
Russell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words  “legal  heirs,”  and  inserting  “personal  repre- 
sentatives.” 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  asked  if  this  was  not  the  bill  to 
refund  a fine  paid  in  1799,  and  if'the  petition  of  the 
person  who  paid  it  had  not,  in  his  life-time,  been 
repeatedly  before  congress,  and  rejected;  if  it  had 
not,  in  the  course  of  forty  years,  undergone  repeat- 
ed discussions  in  both  houses  without  success?  If 
so,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Turney  asked  Mr.  T.  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, and  before  he  sat  down  he  would  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Ttllinghast  said,  if  any  explanation  was  de- 
sired, he  would  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Turney  then  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port, which  was  read;  alter  which,  he  moved  the 
previous  question.  And  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  observing  that  if  (here  was  to  be  final  ac- 
tion on  the  bill,  there  ought  to  be  some  investiga- 
tion and  discussion  as  to  the  extent  of  any  just 
claim,  if  such  existed,  and  as  to  the  now  living  per- 
sons who  should  be  provided  for  as  recipients  of 
the  money  refunded,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
house  to  pass  the  bill;  and  such  a discussion  w’ould 
at  this  time  inconveniently  delay  the  mass  of  private 
business  assigned  and  ready  to  be  acted  on  this 
morning. 

Mr.  Turney  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion, which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  17,  nays  129.  So  the  motion  to  lay'  on  the 
table  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  on  the  first  part 
of  the  question— being  on  the  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  words  “legal  heirs,”  and  insert  the  words 
“personal  representatives.”  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  uidered,  and  being  taken,  were:  yeas  44,  nays 
94.  So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch 
of  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  engrossment), 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  120,  nays  23.  So  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Russell  then  moved  that  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Russell,  Butler, 
of  Kentucky,  Turney,  R.  Garland,  A.  Smith,  Jeni- 
fer, Briggs  and  Jameson — 


Mr.  Jameson  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 
who  made  a few  remarks,  and  had  not  concluded — 
when,  the  hour  having  arrived,  the  house  took  the 
usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  After  the  recess,  the  question 
being  as  to  when  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Matthew  Lyon  should  receive  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  proceeding  with  much  earnest- 
ness in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the 
fine  to  be  remitted  had  never  been  paid  by  Mr. 
Lyon,  when 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  broke  in  with  an  expression 
of  regret  that  Mr.  L.  should  waste  his  acknowledg- 
ed talents  on  such  a ground,  when  he  would  under- 
take so  to  demonstrate  the  couutrary  as  to  satisfy 
every  man  on  the  floor,  and  to  obtain  the  gentle- 
man’s own  vote.  He  then  went  into  the  evidence 
before  the  committee,  including  the  sentence  of  the 
court  imposing  the  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  the 
sheriff’s  discharge  of  Mr.  Lyon,  whence  he  infer- 
red that  the  fine  must  have  been  paid,  or  he  never 
could  have  been  discharged.  Mr.  T.  with  his  ac- 
customed ardor,  protested  against  having  the  trea- 
sury polluted  by  retaining  the  money;  whence,  in- 
deed, he  traced  the  calamities  which  had  fallen  on 
that  treasury  as  the  just  vengeance  of  God. 

Mr.  Weller,  after  expressing  his  hearty  absent  in 
the  conclusions  of  Mr.  T.  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  consented  to  withdraw  it  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Pope,  who  stated  his  having  been  personally 
intimate  with  Mr.  Lyon,  and  acquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case.  It  was  generally  understood  that 
the  money  had  been  made  up  by  Mr.  Lyon’s  friends 
and  paid  to  or  for  him.  Mr.  P.  then,  according  to 
his  pledge,  renewed  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Pelriken  moved  a call  of  the  house,  but  it 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Slade  earnestly  appealed  to  have  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  withdrawn,  when 

Mr.  Weller  consented  to  have  the  previous  ques- 
tion withdrawn;  and 

Mr.  Slade  went  into  a statement  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  the  conviction  of  Lyon  having  taken  place 
in  Mr.  S’s  district.  He  stated  the  circumstance  of 
indignity  accompanying  the  imprisonment — his  be- 
ing paraded  through  the  district,  thrown  intoaloath- 
sorae  jail,  and  deprived  of  the  use  of  pen,  ink  and 
paper.  The  democracts  of  the  day  gathered  in  a 
great  assembly  around  the  Jail — an  assembly  not 
equalled  by  any  Mr.  S.  had  ever  seen,  save  the 
grand  convention  at  Baltimore — and  a voluntary 
contribution  was  called  for  and  taken  up;  but,  be- 
fore it  could  be  applied,  the  fine  had  been  paid, 
either  through  the  intervention  of  colonel  Lyon’s 
friends  in  another  county,  or  by  his  own  means. — 
As  soon  as  Lyon  was  at  the  jail  door,  he  proclaimed 
that  he  was  on  his  way  to  congress.  The  cavalcade 
which  attended  him  was  half  a mile  long — stopped 
at  his  father’s  house,  and  there  all  partook  of  cakes 
and  hard  cider,  in  the  true  democratic  style.  Mr. 
S.  did  not  believe  that  the  fine  had  ever  been  remit- 
ted by  Jefferson  or  by  congress. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  renewing  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question. 

A question  of  order  arose  as  to  the  time  when 
the  bill  should  have  its  third  reading. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put  and 
carried,  and  the  bill  W’as  ordered  to  be  read  a third 
time  now;  it  was  read  accordingly,  when  Mr.  Tur- 
ney moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded, put  and  carried,  and  the  main  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Banks,  Beatty,  Berine,  Bell,  Boyd,  Albert  G. 
Brown.  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  W.  O.  Butler,  By- 
num, Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell.  Carr,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Chinn,  Clark,  Clifford,  Coles,  Conner,  W. 
R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cross,  Dana,  Da- 
vee,  J.  Davis,  Dickersoh,  Dillett,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Fornance, 
J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Green, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill, of  Va. 
Hill,  of  North  Carolina,  Holleman,  Holmes,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  C.  John- 
son N.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kemp-hall,  Ivi lie,  Leadbetter, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell.  McClellan,  McCulloh,  Mallo- 
ry, Marchand,  Mason.  Miller,  Montanva,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Petrikin, 
Pope,  Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgwav,  E. 
Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  A.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thos.' 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sumter, 
Swearingen,  Sweeny,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, David  D.  Wagener,  Warren,  Watterson, 
Weller,  J.  While,  Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  H.  Wil- 
liams— 124. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bond,  Briggs,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Evans.  Grinned,  Habersham,  Hawes, 
Hoffman,  Jenifer,  Lincoln,  McKay,  Morgan,  Rayner, 


Russell,  Stanly,  Storrs,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghasl,  Trum- 
bull. Joseph  L.  Williams — 15. 

So  the  bill  was  passed — and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  25.  When  the  journal  was  read, 
no  quorum  was  present,  and  the  first  hour  was  near- 
ly consumed  by  the  proceedings  on  a call  of  the 
bouse.  The  roll  was  called,  the  doors  closed,  ab- 
sentees called,  and  excuses  received. 

All  further  proceedings  in  the  call  having  then 
been  suspended,  the  doors  of  the  ball  were  thrown 
open. 

The  question  recurring  as  the  unfinished  business 
from  Monday  last,  was  on  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion to  be  put  on  giving  instructions  to  tile  committee 
of  ways  and  means  to  bring  in  a bill  granting  an 
appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road;  (these  in- 
stitutions were  founded  upon  a resolution  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  and  which  had  previ- 
ously been  presented  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Davis,  of 
that  slate). 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  96,  nays  82. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  Peck  demanded  that  the  question  be  divided, 
and  put,  first,  on  referring  the  resolutions  from  In- 
diana, and  then  on  the  proposed  instructions  to  the 
committee. 

The  question  on  referring  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  nem.  con.;  and  the  question  being  then  on 
instructing  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  Davis — The  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  87,  najs 
90.  So  the  house  refused  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Wick  immediately  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  referring  the  above  resolution  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  a view  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  have  the 
question  settled  whether  the  United  States  is  under 
obligation  to  continue  the  road  or  not. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  this  mo- 
tion on  the  table. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  ayes  79,  Does  51. 

A number  of  petitions  were  then  presented 
among  which  were. 

The  speaker  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
Oneida  county,  New  York,  against  the  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirits  in  the  capitol  of  the  United  States,  and 
against  furnishing  the  same  to  the  army  and  navy 
and  Indians  on  our  frontier. 

Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Wise  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  65,  nays  82. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  the  memorial  of  Lysander 
Spooner,  of  Athens,  in  Massachusetts,  preferring  a 
complaint  against  John  McLean,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  tor  ar- 
bitrarily depriving  the  petitioner  of  his  rights  of 
appeal  from  a decision  of  the  judge,  silting  in  the 
district  court  of  Ohio,  the  effect  of  which  was  like- 
ly to  prove  his  ruin. 

Mr.  A.  accompanied  the  presentation  of  this  pe- 
tition with  some  appropriate  remarks. 

After  further  presentation  of  petitions,  reports 
were  then  received  from  the  standing  committee  and 
occupied  the  house  till  the  hour  of  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  leave  (o  of- 
fer a resolution  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
public  buildings  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a plan  brick  fire-proof  building,  connected 
with  the  war  department,  for  the  use  of  the  several 
bureaus  therein  named,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  records  thereof.  Objected  to. 

Some  further  reports  were  made  from  commit- 
tees on  private  claims,  and  an  ineffectual  attempt 
to  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Petrikin,  from  the  committee  on  public 
buildings,  then  offered  a resolution  similar  lo  the 
one  noticed  above,  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a 
fire-proof  brick  building  for  the  use  of  the  different 
bureaus.  The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  providing  that  a steam  vessel 
be  constructed  under  the  orders  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  the  supervision  of  lieutenant  William  W. 
Hunter,  upon  the  principle  of  the  horizontal  wheel 
suggested  by  lieutenant  Hunter,  and  that  the  sum 
of  050,000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  payable  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  M.  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  (he  state  of  the  union. 

And,  at  6 o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  26.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Crockett 
introduced  a resolution,  which  was  adopted,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  military  affairs  to  in- 
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quire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  pay  to  cer- 
tain persons  therein  named,  for  horses  destroyed  in 
Florida.  . . 

Mr.  Chinn,  by  leave,  offered  a resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  the  purport  of  which  was  understood 
to  be  a call  upon  the  president  lor  copies  of  certain 
charges  preferred  against  the  United  States  consul 
at  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  Giddings,  leave  having  been  denied,  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  president  to  inform  this 
house  whether  Amos  Kendall  continued  to  exercise 
• the  duties  of  postmaster  general  on  the  21st  May, 
being  the  day  on  which  a certain  private  pamphlet, 
purporting  to  be  an  address  from  that  individual  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  was  published;  and, 
if  not,  on  what  day  his  connexion  with  the  office 
ceased? 

Mr!  G.  asked  the  yeas  and  nay,  which  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taker.,  were:  yeas  60,  nays  102. 
So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  speaker  then  called  the  committees  for  re- 
ports, of  which,  however,  there  were  but  few. 

Mr.  Hillen,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  a report,  accompanied  by  a bill  repealing  the 
New  York  pilot  law.  Mr.  H.  asked  the  reading  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Curbs  objected  to  its  reception,  on  the  ground 
(as  a question  of  order)  that  it  was  not  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee — he  himself  hav- 
ing been  instructed  by  the  majority  of  that  com- 
mittee to  make  a report  of  a directly  contrary  cha- 
racter. 

The  report  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Hrflen)  had,  Mr.  Curtis  said,  once  been 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee;  but 
the  vote  had,  subsequent  to  its  adoption,  and  before 
the  report  had  been  made  to  the  house,  been  recon- 
sidered by  the  committee,  in  consequence  of  addi- 
tional information  having  been  produced,  and  a large 
number  of  remonstrances  having  been  referred  to 
the  committee  at  a date  subsequent  to  the  adoption 
of  the  said  report. 

Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  parliamentary  law,  (page 
135  of  the  manual)  where  it  is  laid  down  that  re- 
ports once  passed  by  a committee  cannot  be  altered 
except  by  the  house,  their  votes  being  binding  upon 
them;  and  contended  that  this  rule  had  no  applica- 
tion, under  that  law,  to  the  standing  committees, 
but  to  the  commitlee  of  the  whole.  The  point  was 
now  presented  whether  there  could  be  two  majority 
reports  from  the  same  committee,  the  one  being  di- 
rectly adverse  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Hillen  contended  that  the  reconsideration 
was  a direct  violation  of  the  rules;  that  the  whole 
subject  matter  contained  in  the  remonstrances 
6poken  of  had,  in  subtance,  been  before  the  com- 
mittee previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  report  which 
he  had  offered;  and  that  the  proper  course  for  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yoik  (Mr.  Curtis)  to  have 
pursued  would  have  been  to  have  heard  it  read, and 
then  to  have  moved  its  recommitment,  offering  as 
an  argument  in  favor  of  the  motion  that  new  testi- 
mony had  been  introduced — though  in  fact,  Mr.  H. 
contended,  no  new  testimony  had  been  introduced, 
the  committee  having,  in  subtance,  the  whole  of  it 
before  them  when  they  agreed  upon  this  report. 

Some  explanations  followed  between  Messrs. 
Curtis  and  Hillen  as  to  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  in  committee,  and  as  to  certain  conversations 
which  passed  between  them  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  Toland  submitted  that  the  house  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  proceedings  in  committee,  and 
the  only  question  for  the  house  to  decide  was,  whe- 
ther, having  taken  a vote,  the  committee  had  the 
power  to  reconsider  it.  The  proposition  was  too 
plain,  lie  thought,  to  need  discussion. 

Mr.  Russell  argued  generally  on  the  power  of  the 
committee  to  reconsider,  and  insisted  on  their  right 
to  do  so.  He  had  not  concluded  when  the  morning 
hour  having  expired,  the  house  passed  to  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
certain  presents  transmitted  to  him  by  the  sultan  ol 
Muscat,  and  suggesting  legislative  provision  for 
such  cases.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Air.  Cushing, 
to  the  comittee  on  foreign  affairs. 

The  unfinished  business  on  the  speaker  s table 
was  the  bill  commonly  known  as  the  pre-emption 

bill.  .... 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  a restrictive 
amendment  heretofore  offered  by  Mi'.  Lincoln,  and 
which  he  now  modified  to  read  as  follows: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  word  ‘extended,’  in  the  7th 

line  of  the  5th  section,  and  insert— 

"To  every  actual  setter  on  the  public  lands,  being 
the  head  of  a family,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
who  was  in  possession,  and  a householder  by  personal 
residence  thereon,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act,  and  for  four  months  next  preceding,  with  the  6ame 


exceptions,  whether  general  or  special,  and  subject  to 
all  the  limitations  and  conditions  contained  in  the 
above  recited  act,  and  with  the  explanatory  provisions 
of  the  preceding  section:  Provided,  however,  1 hat  the 

provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  give  a right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  any  lands  subject  to  sale  by  private  entry  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  hereof:  And  provided,  Jurther, 

That  the  continuance  hereby  in  force  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  supplemental,  shall  not  be  cons'rued  to 
extend  the  time  to  any  settler  who  has  a right  of  pre- 
emption under  that  act,  in  which  to  make  his  entry 
and  payment  for  said  land,  and  perfect  his  title  thereto, 
but  the  same  shall  be  done  in  the  same  nme  and  man- 
ner as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  addressed  the  house  in  expla- 
nation of  the  objects  of  his  amendment,  and  in  a 
general  review  of  the  past  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  principle  of  pre-emption; 
approaching  finally  the  provisions  of  the  present 
bill,  which  lie  examined  seriatim,  and  every  one  of 
which,  fie,  said,  he  regarded  as  an  innovation  of  the 
legislation  of  former  congresses,  and  as  containing 
either  an  extension  of  old  rights  or  the  creation  ol 
new  ones. 

Mr.  L.  had  not  closed  his  remarks  when  the  usu- 
al hour  having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess  until 
4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  bill  entitled  “an  act  sup- 
plemental to  an  act  entitled  ‘an  act  granting  pre- 
emption rights  to  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,’” 
being  still  under  consideration — and  the'  question 
being  upon  the  amendment  to  the  bill  moved  by 
Mr.  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Lincoln  advocated  the  amendment,  Mr. 
White  opposed  the  whole  bill,  and  alter  some  re- 
marks by  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  amendment,  and  rejected  by  yeas  86,  nays  97. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  its  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  by  its  title,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  120,  nays  64. 

It  wants  but  the  president’s  signature  to  become 
a law. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  27.  The  first  portion  of  the 
morning  hour  was  occupied  in  the  discussion  of  a 
question  of  order,  arising  yesterday,  on  the  presen- 
tation of  an  alleged  report  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  made  by  Mr.  Hillen,  and  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Curtis, on  the  ground  that  the  committee,  since 
agreeing  to  the  report,  had  reconsidered  it,  and 
agreed  to  a different  report. 

"The  question  being  whether  a standing  commit- 
tee of  the  house,  having  one  agreed  to  a report  and 
ordered  it  to  be  made  to  the  house,  could  afterwards 
reconsider,  the  affirmative  was  argued  at  considera- 
ble length  by  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Til- 
linghasl,  and  Mr.  Sergeant;  while  the  opposite  side 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Dromgoole.  The  discussion  con- 
tinued until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Atherton  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  but 
yielded  the  floor  to  Air.  Seargeant. 

Mr.  Serseant  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary  to  ask  the  leave  oi'  the  house 
to  make  a statement  deemed  to  be  important  and 
interesting. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  Sergeant  proceeded. 
Some  days  ago,  a memorial  was  presented  by  the 
member 'from  Massachusetts,  ( Mr.  Mams),  from 
one  Lysander  Spooner,  complaining  of  the  conduct 
of  judge  McLean,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  sitting  as  a judge  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Ohio,  and  demanding  his  impeachment.  The 
charges,  in  their  terms,  are  of  very  grave  character, 
being  no  less  than  of  gross  ignorance  and  gross  cor- 
ruption. 

The  memorial  has  gone  forth,  in  some  degree, 
with  the  authority  of  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts— as  high  an  authority  as  any  in  'his  house,  or 
in  this  nation.  It  is  true  that  he  stated  he  had  had 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  presenting  it;  but  still  he 
did  present  it,  and  thus  signified  the  opinion  that 
he  thought  it  a fit  subject  of  inquiry.  He  also  ac- 
companied it  with  some  remarks.  The  memorial 
was  not  read  in  the  house,  nor  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  member  from  Massachusetts,  no  doubt  from 
the  best  motives,  had  abstained  from  asking  lor 
either.  The  consequence,  nevertheless,  was,  that 
the  house  received  and  referred  the  memorial  with- 
out knowledge  of  its  contents.  The  committee 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  if  the  memorial 
had  been  read  and  listened  to  by  the  house,  they 
would  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  which  he 
was  about  to  announce  as  the  conclusion  of  the 
committee,  namely,  that  the  memorial  ought  not  to 
entertained.  Another  consequences  is,  that  the 
fact  is  now  on  its  way  to  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  charges  have  been  made  against  a judge 
of  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  United  States,  which 
have  been  received  and  referred  by  this  house, 


without  any  explanation  of  what  the  charges  are. 

This  has  a manifest  tendency  to  bring  the  public 
mind  to  a pause,  and  for  the  time  to  weaken  the 
public  confidence  in  the  individual  judge,  and,  in 
some  degree,  ill  the  tribunals  of  which  he  is  a mem- 
ber. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  give  to  the  memorial  as 
prompt  consideration  as  possible.  They  have  ac- 
cordingly had  two  meetings, and  have  fully  and  de- 
liberately considered  the  subject;  and  have  come 
to  a clear  and  unanimous  conclusion:  that  conclu- 
sion is,  that  upon  the  face  of  the  memorial  itself 
there  is  no  ground  whatever,  even  for  an  inquiry — 
nothing  which  derogates  from  the  character  of 
judge  McLean,  or  ought  in  the  least  to  lessen  the 
high  confidence  he  has  hitherto  deservedly  enjoyed. 

But,  as  the  preparation  of  the  report  will  occupy 
some  time,  the  committee  have  deemed  it  right  at 
once  to  make  this  communication  to  the  house, 
that,  so  far  as  their  opinion  is  of  any  weight,  the 
prejudice  likely  to  arise  from  the  memorial  may  be 
promptly  counteracted.  The  memorialist,  it  ap- 
pears, is  a party  complainant  in  a cause  depending 
l^elore  the  judge  in  equity  against  the  board  of  pub- 
lic works  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  which  he  sought 
to  restrain  them  by  injunction  from  building  a dam 
in  the  Maumee  river.  He  has  so  far  been  defeated 
and  disappointed  in  hi3  expectations  by  the  de- 
cisions ol  the  court.  He  undertakes  confidently  to 
pronounce  against  the  judge  gross  ignorance  and 
gross  corruption,  which  he  carries  out  into  eigh- 
teen specifications,  expressed  in  the  most  offensive 
form,  upon  no  better  authority  than  his  own  un- 
aided judgment,  in  his  own  cause.  It  does  not 
seem  to  have  oocurred  to  him,  obvious  as  it  is,  that 
his  being  a party  disqualified  him  to  be  a judge. — 

He  confidently  pronounces  error,  and  then  argues 
the  error,  thus  made  out  to  his  own  satisfaction,  to 
be  proof  of  corruption  of  motive.  In  one  instance, 
at  least,  he  demonstrates  his  own  incapacity  to 
judge,  by  confessing  that  he  had  never  seen  the 
rules  upon  which  alone  the  question  depended. — 

Yet  upon  this,  he  pronounces  with  the  same  con- 
fidence as  upon  the  rest,  and  makes  his  judgment 
the  ground  of  a specification. 

Some  allowance  is  certainly  to  be  made  for  the 
feelings  of  an  excited  party  who  has  much  at  slake. 

But  there  is  a recklessness,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
in  the  memorial,  a disregard  of  the  rights  and  feel- 
ings of  others,  and  of  the  mischief  that  may  be 
done  to  them,  far  transcending  any  reasonable  al- 
lowance. 

There  is  no  evidence  accompanying  the  memo- 
rial; nothing  but  an  abstract  of  certain  laws,  deemed 
material  to  his  argument  by  the  memorialist. — 
Upon  his  own  showing,  it  is  manifest  to  the  com- 
mittee that  he  has  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  and 
that  he  has  no  claim  to  the  aid  of  the  house. 

Air.  Alford,  of  Ga.  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vole  by  which  the  pre-emption  bill  was  passed;  and 
made  a strong  speech  on  the  subject,  durffljr  which 
lie  entered  fully  into  the  merits  of  the  whole  pre- 
emption policy. 

After  he  finished,  the  previous  question  was  mov- 
ed; and  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

The  speaker  then  signed  the  bill;  and  it  was  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  commissioner  of  pensions;  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  invalid  pensions. 

Sundry  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  receiv- 
ed their  first  and  second  reading,  and  were  appro- 
priately referred.  * 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Air.  Cushing,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
last  week,  resumed  his  speech  in  opposilion  to  the 
bill,  and  continued  to  speak  until  the  hour  of  recess 
arrived  without  concluding  his  remarks. 

The  house  then  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  The  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Va.  in'  the 
chair),  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  “to 
provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue.” 

Air.  Cushing  resumed  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and  concluded  at  twenty-five  minutes 
before  6 o’clock. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Lowell, 
oT  Maine,  who  proceeded  to  address  the  committee 
in  favor  of  the  principles  and  provisions  of  the  bill. 

At  a tew  minutes  past  six  o’clock,  Mr.  L.  gave 
way  to  Air.  Parris,  on  whose  motion  the  commit- 
tee rose. 

Air.  Randoph  moved  an  adjournment;  on  w hich 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  beings 
taken,  were:  yeas  65,  nays  50. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE.  . I 

Accusation.  Three  of  the  crew  of  the  whale  ship  | 
Beacon,  of  Hudson,  New  York,  have  published  an  ac- 
count in  the  Troy  Budget,  which  charges  captain 
Win.  Rogers  with  having  intentionally  given  up  one  of 
the  crew,  named  Girdon,  to  be  eaten  by  the  cannibals 
of  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Capt.  R.  was  arrested  at  New  York  and  ordered  to 
find  bail  in  the  sum  of  $503  for  his  appearance  on  T ues- 
day  for  examination.  His  defence  is  that  the  seamen 
went  ashore  at  his  own  request.  In  proof  of  which 
captain  Rogers  holds  a certificate  of  his  discharge,  on 
the  27th  of  October,  1837,  Brown  having  received  a 
supply  of  tobacco,  wearing  apparel  and  other  articles, 
voluntarily  entered  the  boat  and  left  the  ship,  without 
coercion  from  any  one,  preferring  to  trust  himself  to  the 
mercies  of  the  inhabitants  of  Savage  Island,  by  whom 
he  was  instantly  killed,  than  to  return  and  be  tried  by 
the  laws  of  his  country. 

Moms.  Adrien.  The  Montgomery  Alabama  papers 
mention  the  death  by  drowning,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  that  city,  of  Adolph  Adrien,  well  known  for  his 
public  exhibitions  of  legerdemain,  &c. 

The  manner  and  causes  of  his  death  are  undergoing 
a in  licial  investigation  there — and  weare  told,  says  the 
Mobile  Journal,  that  great  excitement  prevails.  The 
death  was  not  altogether  accidental;  and  the  story  in- 
volves much  that  is  painful  to  very  respectable  families. 
It  is  considered  expedient  and  proper  not  to  give  pub- 
licity to  the  names  and  facts,  at  least  until  judicial  in- 
vestigation places  them  beyond  the  possibility  of  mis- 
take. 

The  Anti-Slavery  society  held  their  annual  meet- 
ing last  week  in  New  York;  and  seem  to  have  had  a 
stormy  session.  The  meeting  commenced  on  Tues- 
day morning,  when  a contest  immediately  arose  on  the 
subject  of ‘Tie  rights  of  women,”  and  after  a stormy 
time  was  adjourned  to  the  next  day  at  6 o’clock.  It 
appe’ares  that  a Miss  Abby  Kelley,  of  Lynn,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  chosen  on  the  business  committee,  by  a 
majority  of  one  laundered  votes,  which  gave  offence  to 
thu  portion  of  the  society  who  think  its  affairs  should 
be  managed  altogether  by  the  men. 

The  minority,  headed  by  Mr.  Tappan,  of  New 
York,  who  has  heretofore  been  one  of  the  main  pil- 
lars of  the  society,  determining  not  to  abide  by  this 
decision, — cfleeded  from  the  society,  and  convened  at 
a separate  place  and  organized  a society  of  their  own 
under  iheVppellation  of  “The  American  and  Foreign 
Anti-Slavery  society.” 

On  the  meeting  of  the  parent  society  next  day,  ano- 
ther controversy  arose  on  the  question  of  “political  ac- 
tion.” The  resolution  was  that  “it  was  inexpedient  for 
the  Ami-Slavery  society  to  take  any  action  in  reference 
to  political  elections,  or  the  nomination  of  candidates 
for  office,  otherwise  than  by  recommending  opposition 
to  all  candidates,  who  by  their  official  acts  sustain  sla- 

^After  a long  and  somewhat  angry  debate,  a motion 
to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  (amounting  to  a re- 
jection), was  carried  by  a small  majority.  The  mino- 
rity of  which,  a large  proportion  bring  females,  were 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  decision,  but  the  majority 
proceeded  forthwith  to  commence  “political  action”  by 
nominatin'*  candidates  for  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  Unued  Stales.  The  "Emancipator"  of  the  2 id 
instant,  tints  announces  the  response  of  the  candidates 

Anti-slavery  nomination.  Messrs.  Birney  and  Earle 
havin'*  consented  to  place  their  names  at  the  disposal 
of  the°friends  of  human  rights  and  equal  laws  for  the 
ensuin'*  presidential  canvass,  we  hope  all  anti-slavery 
papers'vvill  place  the  liberty  ticket  in  a conspicious  part 
of  their  columns.”  . . 

“The  American  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  society, 
adopted  resolutions  declaring  that,  as  abolitionists,  the 
members  of  this  society  “cannot  give  any  countenance 
to  tne  election  of  Martin  Van  Buren  or  William  Henry 
Harrison  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.’’  And 
also  expresses  their  particular  disapprobation  of  “the 
eulot*y  bestowed  upon  William  Henry  Harrison  by  the 
hon.°VVil!itnn  Slade  at  the  conclusion  ol  his  speech  in 
favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.” 

Banks  and  business  in  New  York.  The  Express 
of  27th  inst.  says,  “the  banks  in  Wall  street  were  never 
stronger  than  at  present;  and  they  are  full  of  specie.— 
Two  banks  alone  have  in  their  vaults  over  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars;  and  several  others  have  large 
sums.  The  Bank  of  America  hold  about  a million  of 
the  new  emission  of  the  treasury  post  notes,  and  seve- 
ral other  banks  have  considerable  sums.  A large  por- 
tion of  these  funds  are  an  exchange  of  the  old  emis- 
sion for  the  new.  In  the  present  state  of  the  money 
market,  the  government  will  find  no  difficulty  in  plac- 
in'* any  amount  of  their  post  notes,  and  laising  funds 
from  them.  The  Wall  street  banks  would  send  the 
government  full  four  millions  of  their  unemployed  capi- 
tal or  they  could  loan  the  southern  banks  this  sum  to 
enable  them  to  resume  specie  payments.  It  is  a most 
extraordinary,  as  well  as  an  unhealthy  state  of  things, 
that  there  is  not  business  enough  doing  in  the  city  to 
employ  the  banking  capital  of  Wall  street.” 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pennsylvania.  Stock  at 
New  York  71a71  1-4;  at  Philadelphia  75  l-2.i76.  The 
Inquirer  says  “We  have  a rumor  that  an  agent  has  ar- 
rived in  Philadelphia  from  Boston,  with  $300,000  in 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  bank  is 
certainly  prepared  for  any  demands  of  this  sort.’’ 


Banks  and  money  matters  in  Philadelphi  a.  The 
Inquirer,  of  the  27th  instant,  says — The  Philadelphia 
money  market  continues  remarkably  easy.  There  is 
no  demand  for  capital  among  our  best  houses,  and 
thus  the  banks  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  all  the  first  rate 
paper  that  they  are  willing  to  discount.  Stocks  were 
somewhat  better  yesterday.  It  is  not  likely  however, 
that  we  shall  have  any  considerable  improvement  until 
the  legislature  decide  upon  its  course.  The  disposi- 
tion at  Harrisburg  seems  adverse  to  a direct  tax.  This, 
under  the  circumstances,  is  a source  of  much  uneasi- 
ness and  alarm.  The  bill  to  borrow  a large  sum  of 
money  of  the  United  States  bank,  at  four  per  cent,  in- 
terest, is  not  calculated  to  improve  the  prospect,  as 
without  a direct  tax,  the  bank  would  not  be  able  to  do 
any  thing  for  the  state  stock  she  would  obtain  for  her 
money,  except  at  ruinous  rates. 

Cloth  manufacture.  A new  mode  of  manufac- 
turing cloth  has  been  discovered  in  England,  which, 
it  is  said,  will  throw  out  of  employment  one-half  of  the 
operatives  of  the  town  of  Leeds. 

Cotton.  Prices  in  New  York  remain  steady;  and 
sales  have  been  made  of  about  1 000  bales  a day. 

At  Mobile  15,030  bales  sold  the  week  ending  the 
20th  at  the  following  rates:  good  and  fair  8 3-4a9;  or- 
dinary 6a6  3-4;  fair  8 a 8 1-4;  inferior  5a5  1-2;  middling 
6 3-4a7  3-4.  The  stock,  on  the  20th,  was  188,625 
bales,  against  24,822  same  time  last  year. 

At  Savannah,  last  week,  the  sales  of  cotton  were 
5,224  bales  upland  at  5 l-2a9  l-2c.  and  over  200  bales 
Sea  Islandj§t7a7  l-2c.  Stock  33,570  upland;  and  1,260 
Sea  Islanch  Sales  of  400  casks  rice  at  $2  3-4a3. 

Large  cargo.  The  British  bark  Beverly,  captain 
Brewer,  of  589  tons,  cleared  from  Savannah  on  the 
16th  with  a cargo  of  1,932  bales  cotton,  of  which  1,900 
bales  were  under  and  32  bales  on  deck. 


The  Poland  belonged  to  W.  Whitlock,  jr.  and  is  in- 
sured for  $32,000. 

The  cargo  consisted  of  $70,000  in  specie,  2,700  bar- 
rels flour,  270  bales  cotton,  80  casks  quercitron  bark 
and  22  barrels  potashes. 

Value  of  cargo,  $30,000 

Specie,  70,000 

Ship  insured  for  32,000 


Corn.  Prices  at  New  York  51a54;  at  Baltimore, 
yellow  46a47;  white  42a43;  at  Mobile  56. 

Daguerotype  miniatures.  The  Philadelphia  Chro- 
nicle says:  Mr.  Robert  Cornelius,  of  this  city,  is  now 
engaged,  most  successfully  in  making  miniature  like- 
nesses, by  means  of  the  process  discovered  by  Mons. 
Daguerre.  Nothing  could  possibly  be  more  true  than 
these  representations  of  tile  “human  face  divine,’’  for 
they  transfer  to  the  plate  the  exact  images  of  the  sitters, 
“living  as  they  rise.”  The  mode,  too,  is  as  simple  as 
the  results  are  accurate.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
place  yourself  in  an  easy,  well-cushioned  chair,  as- 
sume the  position  in  which  you  desire  to  be  perpetuated 
and  look  steadfastly  at  a given  object,  for  the  matter  of 
half  a minute,  and  your  features,  expression,  every 
thing  connected  with  your  countenance,  are  caught 
and  stamped  with  a vigor  and  similitude  that  are  un 
surpassable. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  7 a 8;  on  Paris 
4 f.  37;  on  Philadelphia  5 1-2;  Baltimore  5;  Richmond 
6 1-2  a 6 3-4;  Charleston  4 1-2  a 5;  Savannah  8 a 9;  Au- 
gusta 12  a 13;  Mobile  10  1-2  a 11;  New  Orleans  7 a8; 
Nashville  14. 

Flour.  Prices  at  New  York  4 75  to  4 87,  and  dull; 
at  Philadelphia  4 50  a 4 62  1-2;  at  Baltimore  4 50 
4 75;  at  Savannah  5 75  a 6;  at  Mobile  4 12  1 2 a 5 25; 
tor  western  6 87  a 7;  at  Cincinnati  3 19  a 3 21. 

From  the  14th  to  the  22d  inst.  54,107  barrels  of  flour 
and  16.133  bushels  of  wheat  passed  down  ihe  Erie 
canal,  principally  delivered  at  Albany  and  West  Troy. 

The  Buffalo  Sun  states  that  flour  from  Michigan,  is 
pouring  into  that  city  beyond  calculation.  For  several 
days  preceding  the  wharves  had  been  covered  with 
immense  pyramids  of  barrels,  consigned  to  forwarding 
houses  in  tiiat  city  for  the  eastern  market. 

Maple  sugar.  The  Lancaster  (N.  H-)  Democrat 
says,  that  Thomas  Conway,  an  intelligent  young  Irish- 
man, has  made  1,200  pounds  of  maple  sugar  during  the 
present  spring.  A large  quantity  lias  been  manufac- 
tured in  that  quarter. 

The  packet  ship  Poland,  which  sailed  from  New 
York  for  Havre,  on  the  8ih  inst.  was  struck  by  light- 
ning at  sea  on  the  16th,  lat.  41,  35,  Ion.  53,  30,  during 
a severe  shower  of  rain,  wind  about  southwest.  Tile 
lightning  struck  the  fore  top  gallant  yard  on  the  lar- 
board side,  and  ran  down  the  ties  to  the  foreyard, 
thence  along  the  foreyard  to  the  head  of  the  foremast 
when  it  knocked  off  a piece  of  the  fid  of  the  topmast 
The  lightning  ran  down  the  rigging  into  the  hold  and  set 
fire  to  the  cotton  stowed  near  the  mast.  All  efforts  to 
extinguish  the  fire  being  unavailing,  the  passengers  and 
crew  took  to  the  boats,  and  remained  moored  near  the 
ship  till  the  morning  of  the  18th,  when  the  ship  Clifton, 
from  Liverpool,  came  up  and  took  all  on  board.  The 
Poland  had  24  cabin  and  11  steerage  passengers.  The 
fire  had  not  burst  out  when  the  ship  was  left,  but  the 
deck  had  become  too  hot  to  stand  upon.  The  passen- 
gers and  crew  saved  but  little  except  the  clothes  they 
had  on.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  cabin 
passengers  thus  providentially  saved  from  the  burning 
wreck: — B.  G.  Wainwright,  lady,  two  children  and 
servant;  Miss  M.  Hughes;  Messrs.  E.  Boyer,  A.  L. 
Gournez,  A.  Pizarro,  C.  Benner,  J.  Vrom,  J.  B-  Valee, 
J.  C.  Parr,  of  Philadelphia;  J.  B.  Nichols,  of  Provi- 
dence; J.  R.  Mahler  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  of  Canada; 
E.  D.  Harbour  and  J.  II.  Buckingham,  of  Boston,  and 
Mons.  Reynard. 

The  crew  consisted  of  officers  and  men  23,  and  in 
addition  there  were  11  steerage  passengers,  making 
with  those  whose  names  are  given  above  63  persons 
who  were  on  board  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  disas- 
ter. 


Total  loss  S132,000 

It  is  stated  that  there  was  insurance  in  New  York  on 
the  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  amount  of  $100,000,  and  in 
France  to  the  amount  of  $40,000. 

The  passengers  united  in  a letter  of  thanks  to  capt.  * 
Anthony  of  the  Poland,  for  his  unremitting  exertions 
to  preserve  their  lives,  attributing* their  safety  solely  to 
his  courage  and  presence  of  mind.  They  also  publish 
a letter  highly  complimentary  to  capt.  Ingersoll,  of  the 
ship  Clifton,  for  his  prompt  assistance,  for  his  total  for- 
getfulness ol  self,  and  his  deprivation  of  all  personal 
conveniences,  in  order  to  render  their  destitute  situa- 
tion as  comfortable  as  possible. 

The  New  York  Herald’s  account  of  the  loss  of  the 
ship,  has  the  following  paragraph  respecting  the  exem- 
plary coolness  of  conduct  displayed  by  the  lady  pas- 
sengers: 

Every  time  the  ship  rolled  and  pitched,  the  smoke 
would  pour  out  through  the  seams  and  cracks,  and  pre- 
sented a very  alarming  sight.  Whilst  the  passengers, 
including  four  ladies,  were  in  the  long  boat  astern,  large 
quantities  came  out  from  around  the  rudder.  This  was 
no  very  pleasing  sight  to  them;  for  they  thought  that 
the  flames  had  spread  through  the  ship  fore  and  aft, 
and  that  they  would  soon  be  cast  upon  the  broad  At- 
lantic in  the  skiff  they  were  then  in,  But  notwithstand- 
ing. they  were  as  cool,  and  calm,  and  collected  as  per- 
sons similarly  placed,  could  be.  The  ladies  behaved 
nobly,  and  captain  Anthony  states,  they  were  willing 
to  do  any  thing,  to  be  placed  any  where,  and  uttered 
not  a word  of  fear,  but  were  an  example  to  all  the  rest. 

Steamboats.  There  were  more  than  forty  boats  at 
Pittsburg  on  the  22d  inst.  taking  in  heavy  loads  of  flour, 
tobacco,  bacon,  &e  destined  for  the  cities  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore. 

Steamboat  disasters.  The  tow  boat  Grampus, 
capt.  John  Martin,  while  at  sea  25  miles  from  the  Ba- 
lize,  says  the  N.  Orleans  American,  burst  her  two  mid- 
dle boilers.  The  boat  went  down  in  fifteen  minutes. 
Capt.  Martin  and  a number  of  the  hands  were  wound- 
ed. John  Sprigg,  2d  engineer,  died  in  two  hours  after 
the  explosion,  from  being  scalded.  William  Walker, 
missing,  supposed  to  have  blown  overboard.  William 
T.  Knight,  mate,  slightly  scalded.  The  cook  was 
much  bruised  and  slightly  scalded.  Capt.  Kenyon,  ol 
the  Vistoria,  sent  his  boat  to  the  wreck  and  had  the 
wounded  brought  on  board,  and  every  attention  paid 
them.  The  engineer  was  buried  at  the  Balize. 

The  steamboat  Little  Rock,  owned  by  captain  S. 
Buckner,  was  sunk  on  the  4th  of  April,  at  night,  in 
Boeuf  river,  90  miles  above  the  mouth.  She  was  load- 
ed with  307  bales  of  cotton,  bound  for  Harrisonburg. 
The  boat  was  insured  for  a small  amount  by  the  Lex- 
ington Insurance  company.  The  cotton  was  saved 
with  the  exception  of  44  bales. 


Specie.  The  packet  ship  Silvie  de  Grasse,  which 
sailed  from  New  York  on  Monday  for  Havre,  took 
$300,000  in  specie- 

State  stocks.  At  auction  yesterday  six  bonds  ster- 
ling for  1,000  each  Arkansas  state  stock,  bearing  inte- 
rest at  six  per  cent,  payable  1861,  were  offered  and  sold , 
$1,000  at  55,  and  $5,000  at  56. 

Also,  one  bond  of  $1,000  five  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
state  of  Indiana,  held  as  security  for  the  circulating 
notes  of  the  New  York  City  Trust  and  Banking  Co. 
which  sold  at  65. 

Also,  $10,000  in  bonds  of  the  state  of  Michigan, 
bearing  interest  at  6 percent,  per  annum,  held  as^  se- 
curity for  the  circulation  of  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Se- 
neca county,  which  sold  on  bond  at  51,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  withdrawn.  [N.  Y.  Amer. 

Wheat.  The  growing  crop  which  promised  very 
fair  in  all  directions  until  the  first  week  in  Mav,  now 
exhibits  in  many  places  the  effects  of  the  fly.  We  have 
accounts  from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  De- 
laware and  Ohio,  of  injury  being  sustained.  The  wea- 
ther now  is  every  way  favorable,  and  the  wheat  is  re- 
covering again  considerably.  Prices  at  Baltimore — 
white  $1  05,  red  92  a 97. 

The  western  rivers.  New  Orleans,  Vth  May. 

Some  fears  were  awakened  yesterday  about  an  over- 
flow of  the  city.  The  levee  at  the  foot  of  La  Course 
street,  in  the  upper  Fauxbourg,  was  some  few  inches 
below  the  surface  of  the  Mississippi,  aqd  the  water  was 
making  its  way  over  the  banks  into  the  city:  large  forces 
of  negroes  were  speedily  on  the  spot,  and  in  a short 
time  prevented  any  serious  danger.  1 should  not  won- 
der.it  we  should  yet  be  inundated,  as  the  waters  areas 
high  already  as  the  levee  can  protect,  and  we  have  not 
yet  got  the  rise  down  here  which  has  been  reported 
above. 

The  water  was  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  front  stores 
at  Paducah.  Cairo,  on  the  Sth  inst.  was  three  feet 
under  water.  The  Mississippi  was  rising  slowly. — 
The  steamboats  were  unable  to  land  freight  at  Mills 
Point,  on  account  of  the  high  waters.  At  Bachelor’s 
Bena,  500  hands  were  working  to  keep  the  river  from 
breaking  through  the  levee.  A large  crevice  was  open 
at  Cartilage, 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


FrrTH  SERIES. 

No.  14.— Vol.  VIII.] 

BALTIMORE,  JUNE  6,  1840. 

f 

[Vol.  LVIII. — Whole  No.  1,497. 

THE  PAST — THE  PRESENT — FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND 

PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY, 

BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5 

PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

INDEX  OF  CONTENTS  OF  No.  14,  Vol.  S. 
Arabian  ship  Sultanee— relative  to  presents  to  the 


president  of  the  United  Stales  210 

Antartic  problem  solved  213 

Bankrupt  bill — Mr.  Webster's  speech  214 

China — information  from  209 

Chronicle  224 

Congress — senate  21S;  house  of  representatives  219 

Florida — more  Indian  murders  210 

Law  case — schooner  “Ann,’’  slave  trader  211 

Navy — general  orders  relative  to  corporal  punishment, 
exploring  expedition,  U.  S.  ship  Delaware  210 

Naples — dispuie  with  England  209 

Presbyterian  church— general  assembly  of  210 

Texas — die  Comanche  tragedy  209 

Turkey — items  209 

Tobacco  trade — remarks  of  Mr.  Triplett  on  the  21 1 


FOREIGN  All ITCLEa. 

FRANCE. 

The  packet  ship  Burgundy,  at  New  York  from 
Havre,  brings  accounts  to  the  1st  May.  An  extra 
from  the  Herald  office  furnishes  the  following  items 
of  intelligence. 

The  most  important  feature  of  this  news  is  the 
strong  probability  of  a renewal  of  war  in  the  east. 
The  pacha  of  Egypt  has  concentrated  a vast  army 
in  Syria,  and  from  appearances  we  should  not  be 
surprised  to  see  a blow  struck  soon. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  was  very  busy  discuss- 
ing the  provisions  of  a new  salt  bill.  The  cham- 
ber then  proceeded  to  the  Haytain  indemnity  bill, 
but  did  not  do  any  thing. 

The  French  campaign  in  Africa  was  to  be  re- 
bpened.  The  troops  were  inarching  to  Bltdah. 

England  and  Naples  are  still  quarrelling  about 
the  sulphur  trade. 

Havre  cotton  market,  April  30.  — 1,657  bales  have 
been  sold  to-day,  the  entire  cargo  ol  the  Moscow 
included.  Louisiana  fetched  7 If.  to  90f.,  Mobile 
811.  to  83 f.;  and  Georgia  8if.  to  84f. 

Havre  flour  market,  April  30  — 600  bbls.  Gene- 
see flour  have  been  sold  to-day  at  39 1.  25. 

The  following  is  the  official  return  of  the  quanti- 
ties of  corn  and  flour  imported  and  exported  dur- 
ing the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year,  the  quan- 
tities being  reckoned  in  metrical  quintals  ol  2214 
lbs.  English. 

Wheat.  Other  grain.  Flour. 
Imports,  291,172  25,787  17,210 

Exports,  2,805  113,368  1,109 

In  bond,  1st  April,  166,431  5,185  25,304 

NAPLES. 

The  Sud  of  Marseilles  confirms  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  between  England  and  Naples. 
The  Bellerophon,  Jaseur  and  Hydra,  it  says,  were 
already  in  the  bay  of  Naples,  giving  chase  to  every 
vessel  under  the  Neapolitan  flag.  The  Maria  Chris- 
tina (and  not  the  Maria  Antoinettee)  had  been  chas- 
ed, but  afterwards  released.  Several  Napolitan 
ships  had  been  already  captured,  for  the  Hydra  had 
on  board  many  sailors  of  that  nation. 

TURKEY. 

A correspondent  at  Constantinople  writes  on  the 
8th  instant,  one  day  later  than  our  last  advices,  that 
a steamer  had  arrived  from  Alexandria,  bringing 
the  intelligence  of  the  command  of  the  joint  fleet 
having  been  given  to  the  captain  pasha,  a circum- 
stance which  had  caused  the  greatest  irritation 
among  the  members  ot  the  Ottoman  government. 
Col.  Hodges  is  stated  to  have  writlen  by  the  same 
conveyance  to  lord  Ponsonby  to  say  that  the  obsti- 
nacy of  Mehemet  Ali  was  extreme,  and  that  it  was 
useless  for  him  in  his  consular  capacity  to  give  any 
permits  of  departure  lor  the  officers  of  the  Turkish 
fleet.  Advices  from  Alexandria,  brought  by  the 
same  boat  to  the  Turkish  capital,  say  that  Mehemet 
Ali  and  colonel  Hodges  had  had  an  extremely  an- 

fry  altercation  on  the  subjects  of  vessels  from  the 
oniau  Islands  interfering  with  Egyptian  vessels 
sent  olf  the  Albanian  coast.  This  refers  to  an  affair 
which  our  readers  will  readily  remember.  The 
viceioy  had  threatened  to  revolutionize  all  Albania 
and  Asia  Minor;  and  Hodge3,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  said  that,  if  he  remained  so  obstinate  England 
would  pulverise  him  before  three  months  should  be 
passed  away. — Some  other  consuls,  who  had  an  in- 
terview with  the  viceroy'  immediately  after  col. 
Hodges  had  left,  found  it  very  difficult  to  pacify 
him. 

The  “Sud”  of  Marseilles  has  the  following  from 
Beyruth,  ot  the  27th  ult: — “War  is  imminent,  if 
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we  are  to  judge  from  the  preparations  of  every 
point  of  the  coast,  as  well  as  tins  place.  Ibraham 
pacha  is  still  at  Marasch.  The  garrison  of  Acre 
already  reckons  8,000  men;  the  10th  and  30th  re- 
giments of  infantry  have  entered  it  with  1,000  re- 
gular artillery'  men,  and  1,000  irregulars.  Very 
lately  ninety-five  36  pounders,  and  117  other  pieces 
of  artillery  taken  at  Nezih,  have  been  sent  into  this 
fortress.” 

The  Alexandrian  correspondent  of  the  Courier 
de  Lyon  estimates  the  Egyptian  forces  now  in  Sy- 
ria at  80,000  men,  and  those  in  Egypt  at  40,000. — 
Besides  these,  it  states,  there  are  25,000  sailors  on 
Ihe  coast  who  have  been  trained  like  infantry,  and 
about  20,000  national  guards. 

CHrNA. 

Our  correspondent  at  Alexandria,”  says  the 
“Smyrna  Journal,”  “has  sent  us  the  following  in- 
formation: ‘After  the  engagement  between  the  na- 
val forces  under  captain  Elliot  and  the  Chi- 
nese junks,  and  as  soon  as  the  emperor  was  informed 
of  the  event,  he  gave  orders  to  massacre  all  the 
English  that  might  be  found  wilhin  his  states;  and, 
in  consequence  of  this,  200  English  have  perished. 
The  news  having  been  transmitted  to  the  governor 
general  of  India,  a reinforcement  of  4,000  men  was 
immediately  embarked  for  China,  with  orders  to 
give  no  quarter  to  the  natives.’  We  publish  this 
news  just  as  we  have  received  it,  without  guaran- 
teeing its  authenticity,  and  the  mote  so,  since  the 
‘Bombay  Times,’  which  we  have  received  up  to 
the  29th  February,  makes  no  mention  of  it.  Ac- 
cording to  this  journal,  the  letters  from  Afghanistan 
contain  nothing  of  importance.  Prince  Hyder 
Khan,  second  son  of  Dost  Mahommed  Khan,  who 
was  made  prisoner  at  Ghuznee,  had  arrived  at 
Bombay,  and  was  under  surveillence  of  the  go- 
vernor. Besides  a house,  servants  and  equipage, 
he  was  allowed  1,000  rupees  a month.” 

TEXAS. 

The  Comanche  tragedy.  We  copy  from  a Texas 
paper,  some  particulars  of  this  deed  of  blood,  which 
are  additional  to  the  account  published  some  time 
since: 

The  fight  growing  out  of  the  late  attempt  at  a 
talk  with  the  Comanches  at  San  Antonio,  was 
unexpected  on  both  sides.  The  Indians  depended 
upon  that  species  of  duplicity  which  had  always 
been  so  successful  in  their  transactions  with  the 
Mexicans,  and  our  people  did  not  think  they  would 
attempt  so  bold  an  adventure — the  Indians  were 
hemmed  in  and  thought  they  were  to  be  sacrificed, 
and  (ought  desperately — the  Americans  were  many' 
of  them  unarmed,  and  found  themselves  in  the  cen- 
tre of  a severely  contested  fight  in  a very  awkward 
condition. 

Among  the  number  wa3  captain  Matthew  Cald- 
well, 1st  regiment  infantry,  (an  old  frontier  man). 
He  stepped  in  a house  near  by  to  see  if  he  could 
get  some  kind  of  weapon.  Finding  none  there  he 
passed  through  the  house  into  a back  yard,  where 
he  was  confronted  by  a gigantic  Indian  warrior, 
armed  with  his  rifle,  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife. 
The  yard  was  surrounded  by  a high  stone  wall,  and 
there  was  no  chance  for  either  to  retreat.  The  In- 
dian raised  his  rifle  to  shoot  captain  Caldwell,  but 
he,  in  the  mean  time,  was  not  idle — the  ground 
was  covered  with  stones — the  only  defence  in  the 
reach  of  the  captain.  He  seized  one  and  let  fly  at 
the  Indian,  which  struck  him  so  centrally  in  the 
forehead  that  the  Indian  came  very  near  being 
knocked  down.  The  captain  again  armed  himself 
with  the  same  weapon,  and  as  olten  as  the  Indian 
attempted  to  shoot,  let  fly  such  a shower  of  stones 
about  his  head  that  he  had  no  time  for  taking  sight. 

At  this  juncture,  John  D.  Morris,  esq.  was  pass 
ing  the  door  and  discovered  the  critical  condition 
of  captain  C.  and  immediately  came  to  his  assist- 
ance. The  only  weapon  he  had  was  a small  three 
inch  barrel  pistol.  As  he  stepped  into  the  yard, 
captain  C.  remarked,  “d — n that  fellow;  Morris,  if 
you  don’t  shoot  him,  I believe  he’ll  kill  me.”  “My 
arms  are  light,”  said  Mr.  Morris,  “give  him  the 
dornicks,  while  I advance  to  within  shooting  dis- 
tance, and  I think  we  can  manage  him.”  Caldwell 
kept  a constant  stream  of  stones  about  him,  while 
Morris  advanced  to  within  lour  feet  of  the  Indian, 
and  placed  his  little  pistol  almost  against  his  breast, 
shot  him  through  the  heart.  They  then  both  armed 
themselves  with  the  fallen  Indian’s  weapons,  and 
sallied  forth  to  join  in  the  general  melee. 


Mr.  Morgan,  of  San  Antonio,  (one  of  old  deaf 
Smith’s  men),  was  attacked  in  a yard,  surrounded 
by  a high  stone  wall.  He  was  not  armed,  and  the 
three  Indians  charged  upon  him  with  their  bows 
and  spears.  He  seized  a stone  and  dealt  the  fore- 
most one  such  a blow  on  the  head  that  it  fractured 
his  skull.  After  this  he  retreated  into  a small  room 
fronting  the  enclosure,  where  he  found  an  axe. — 
One  of  the  Indians  attempted  to  rush  in  after  him, 
and  received  a blow  on  the  head  which  deprived 
him  of  life — the  other  one  iollowed  and  was  served 
in  the  same  way,  and  Mr.  Morgan  had  the  enclo- 
sure to  himself. 

Captain  George  T.  Howard,  of  Ihe  first  regiment 
of  infantry,  was  stationed  at  Ihe  door  of  the  council 
room,  when  the  fight  broke  out.  One  ol  the  chiefs 
sprung  upon  him  and  inflicted  a severe  wound  with 
a knife.  He  had  no  arms  but  his  sword,  which 
was  too  long  to  use  in  so  close  an  engagement;  he 
seized  the  hand  holding  the  knife,  but  wounded  as  he 
was,  he  was  not  able  to  disarm  him  and  he  called  to 
the  sentinel,  who  was  stationed  near  by,  to  corne  and 
soot  the  Indian,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed, 
and  he  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  captain  Howard. — 
But  Ebawatschouchiinachussen,  (the  seven-headed 
hyena)  the  largest  and  most  muscular  of  all  the  In- 
dian chiefs,  sprang  upon  him  with  his  tomahawk 
in  hand;  the  captain  ran  him  through  the  body,  and 
he  fell  across  the  body  of  the  other  Indian.  By 
this  time  most  of  the  chiefs  were  dispatched,  and 
captain  Howard  had  become  so  faint  from  the  loss 
of  bluod  that  he  was  ordered — which  order  he 
obeyed  very  reluctantly — to  resign  the  command 
of  the  company  to  captain  Gillen. 

Lieutenant  Dunnington  was  killed  by  a woman, 
who  shot  him  with  an  arrow,  which  passed  through 
his  bojy:  she  was  dressed  so  much  like  the  men 
that  he  did  not  know  her  sex — and  if  he  had,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  was  time  for  the  exercise  of 
gallantry.  He  drew  a pistol  and  shot  her  through 
the  head,  and  her  brains  bespattered  the  wall;  he 
turned  around  and  exclaimed,  “I  have  killed  him, 
but  I believed  he  has  killed  tne  too,”  and  fell  and 
expired  in  twenty  minutes. 

Judge  Thompson  was  killed  by  the  Indian  boys, 
while  he  was  setting  up  small  pieces  of  money  for 
them  to  shoot  at.  Before  he  suspected  it  he  re- 
ceived a shower  of  arrows  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  died  in  an  hour. 

Judge  Hood  was  stabbed  in  (he  council  room, 
where  he  was  a spectator  of  the  commencement  of 
the  fight;  he  w'as  nearly  out  of  the  door,  and  was 
endeavoring  to  leave  the  place. 

A few  of  the  Indians  attempted  to  make  their  es- 
cape by  flight,  and  were  pursued  by  colonel  Lysan- 
der  Wells,  and  four  of  five  gentlemen  who  had  just 
mounted  their  horses  to  take  a ride.  The  whole 
company  were  badly  armed — colonel  Wells  had  one 
of  Colt’s  repeating  pistols.  An  Indian  warrior 
seized  his  horse  by  the  tail,  and  attempted  to  jump 
on  behind  him.  But  the  horse  was  iiery  and  res- 
tive, and  he  could  not  succeed.  He  then  sprang 
forward  and  seized  the  horse  by  the  bridle,  and  at- 
temped  to  stab  the  colonel  with  an  arrow.  The 
latter  kept  snapping  his  pistol  at  him,  but  the  pin 
which  holds  the  barrel  to  the  revolving  cylinder 
had  dropped  out,  and  the  hammer  did  not  strike 
the  cap.  The  Indian  found  he  could  not  kill  him 
with  the  arrow,  and  seized  the  barrel  of  his  pistol 
and  attempted  to  take  it  from  him:  the  barrel  in- 
stantly came  off:  the  Indian  gave  a whoop,  and 
sprang  into  the  river,  and  swam  under  water  to  the 
opposite  shore;  but  he  no  sooner  put  his  head  above 
water,  than  he  received  a rifle  ball,  which  termi- 
nated his  adventure.  Not  one  of  the  party  made 
his  escape. 

One  took  possession  of  a store  house,  and  refused 
all  proffers  of  capitulation.  With  his  bow  and 
quiver,  he  guarded  the  narrow  passage;  it  being 
after  night  and  quite  dark,  no  one  could  enter  the 
door  without  the  certainty  of  death.  They  attempt- 
ed to  smoke  him  out,  but  he  withstood  red  pepper, 
tobacco  and  assafcetida.  A Mexican  then  made  a 
ball  of  turpentine,  and  set  it  on  fire,  in  hopes  of  il- 
luminating the  room,  so  that  the  Indian  rould  be 
seen.  It  happened  to  strike  on  the  top  of  his  head, 
and  slick;  he  came  bounding  out  of  the  room,  the 
turpentine  blazing  four  feet  high.  It  made  him  too 
good  a mark  to  be  missed,  and  at  the  same  instant 
he  was  pierced  by  several  rifle  balls. 

[Austin  Sentinel. 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  presents. 
The  following  communication  was  submitted  to  the 
United  States  senate,  on  Monday  the  25th  ult.  by 
the  president. 

To  the  senate:  I communicate  to  congress  sundry 
papers,  from  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
imaum  of  Muscat  has  transmitted  to  this  country, 
and  through  the  agency  of  the  commander  of  one 
of  his  vessels,  offered  for  my  acceptance,  a present 
consisting  of  horses,  pearls  and  other  articles  of 
value.  The  answer  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  a 
letter  from  the  agents  of  the  vessel  communicating 
the  offer  of  ihe  present,  and  my  own  letter  to  the 
imaum,  in  reply  to  one  which  he  addressed  to  me, 
were  intended  to  make  known  in  the  proper  quar- 
ter, the  reasons  which  had  precluded  my  acceptance 
of  the  profered  gift.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the 
commander  of  the  vessel,  with  the  view,  a3  he  al- 
leges, of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  his  sovereign, 
now  offers  the  presents  to  the  governments  of  the 
United  States,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  propo- 
sition before  congress  for  such  disposition  as  they 
may  think  fit  to  make:  and  I take  the  opportunity 
to  suggest  for  their  consideration  the  adoption  of 
legislative  provisions  pointing  out  the  course  which 
they  may  deem  proper  for  the  executive  to  pursue 
in  any  future  instances  where  offers  of  presents  by 
foreign  states,  either  to  the  government,  its  legisla- 
tive or  executive  branches,  or  its  agents  abroad, 
may  be  made  under  circumstances  precluding  a re- 
fusal without  the  risk  of  giving  offences. 

The  correspondence  between  the  department  of 
state  and  our  consul  at  Tangier,  will  acquaint  con- 
gress with  such  an  instance  in  which  every  proper 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  consul  to  refrain  from 
taking  charge  of  an  intended  present,  proved  una- 
vailing. The  animals  constituting  it  may,  conse- 
quently, under  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  be  expected  soon  to  arrive  in  the  U.  States, 
when  the  authority  of  congress  as  to  the  disposition 
to  be  made  of  them  will  be  necessary. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Washington,  May  20,  1840. 

[The  following  is  a portion  of  the  document.] 
New  York,  May  2,  1840. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  as 
consignees  of  the  ship  Sultanee,  and  cargo,  belong- 
ing to  his  highness,  Seyd  Seyd,  imaum  of  Muscat, 
just  arrived  at  this  port  from  Zinzebar,  we  have 
been  charged  by  the  commander  of  said  ship,  Ahmet 
Ben  Hainan,  to  receive  and  hold  subject  to  your 
excellency’s  order  certain  presents  from  his  high- 
ness to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Those  presents  are:  two  Arabian  horses,  one  case 
otto  roses,  five  demijohns  rose  water,  one  package 
Cashmere  shawls,  one  bale  Persian  rug,  one  box 
pearls,  one  box  swords. 

We  beg  to  be  favored  by  your  excellency’s  in- 
structions, a9  to  the  disposition  and  delivery  of  those 
articles.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedi- 
dient  servants,  Barclay  & Livingston. 

His  excel,  the  president  of  the  U.  S.  Washington. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  7th  May,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I am  directed  by  the  president  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  to  him  of 
the  2d  and  5th  instant,  informing  him  of  the  arri- 
val at  your  port  of  the  ship  Sultanee,  commanded 
by  Ahmet  Ban  Haman,  and  bearing  presents  from 
his  highness,  the  imaum,  of  Muscat,  for  the  presi- 
dent. 

The  president  will  avail  himself  of  the  return  of 
the  Sultanee,  to  forward  an  answer  to  the  friendly' 
communication  which  he  received  from  his  high- 
ness and  will  express  at  the  same  time  the  lively 
satisfaction  he  derives  from  this  first  visit  of  a ves- 
sel from  the  sultan’s  dominions  to  the  U.  States, 
and  his  sense  of  the  friendly  disposition  evinced  by 
his  highness  in  the  presents  which  Ahmet  Ben 
Haman  is  instructed  to  offer  in  his  name.  Those 
presents  the  president  is,  under  existing  constitu- 
tional provisions,  precluded  from  accepting  for  his 
own  use.  I have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you 
will  apprise  Ahmet  Ben  Haman  of  the  circum- 
stance, that  such  other  disposition  of  the  articles 
may  be  made  by  him  as  will  best  comport  with  the 
wishes  of  the  sultan.  I am,  gentlemen,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  John  Forsyth. 

Messrs.  Barclay  Livingston,  New  York. 

To  his  excellency  Martin  Van  Bvren,  president  of  the 
TJ.  Stales  of  North  America,  Washington: 

Sir:  Hope  the  Almighty  God  will  protect  you. 
and  keep  you  in  good  health.  From  this  part  of 
the  world,  having  no  news  to  communicate  them 
to  your  excellency;  and  whenever  opportunity 
offers  for  this  place,  we  shall  feel  happy  to  hear 
from  your  excellency.  With  any  thing  we  can  do 


for  yon,  little  or  plenty,  shall  feel  happy.  Written 
by  order  of  his  highness, 

Seyd  Seyd  Bin  Sultan  Bin  Ahmed, 

Imaum  of  Muscat. 

Seyd  Bin,  calfann. 

Dated  Muscat,  25 111  December,  1839. 

To  his  highness  Seyd  Bin  Sultan,  imaum  of  Muscat 
— Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  ihe  United 
Stales  of  America — greeting: 

Great  and  good  friend:  By  the  hands  of 
Ahmet  Ben  Haman,  commanding  your  highness’ 
ship  Sultanee,  I had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving 
your  highness’  letter  of  the  19th  of  the  moon  of 
Shawal,  and  1,255  of  the  Hegira.  It  has  been  a 
source  of  lively  satisfaction  to  me,  in  my  desire 
that  frequent  and  beneficial  intercourse  should  be 
established  between  our  respective  countries,  to 
behold  a vessel  bearing  your  highness’  flag  enter  a 
port  of  the  United  States  to  testify,  I hope,  that 
such  relations  will  be  reciprocal  and  lasting. 

I am  informed  that  Ahmet  Ben  Haman  had  in 
charge  from  your  highness  to  offer  for  my  accep- 
tance, in  your  name,  a munificient  present.  I look 
upon  this  friendly  proceeding  on  your  part  as  a 
new  proof  of  your  highness’  desire  to  cultivate 
with  us  amicable  relations;  but  a fundamental  law 
of  the  republic,  which  forbids  its  servants  from  ac- 
cepting presents  from  foreign  states  or  princes, 
precludes  rne  from  receiving  those  your  highness 
intended  for  me.  I beg  your  highness  to  be  assur- 
ed that,  in  thus  declining  your  valuable  gift,  I do 
but  perforin  a paramount  duty  to  my  country,  and 
that  my  sense  of  the  kindness  which  prompted  the 
offer  is  not  thereby  in  any  degree  abated. 

Wishing  health  and  prosperity  to  your  highness, 
power  and  stability  to  your  government,  and  to 
your  people  tranquillity'  and  happiness.  I prpy  that 
God  may  have  you,  great  and  good  friend,  in  his 
holy  keeping.  M.  Van  Buren. 

By  the  president:  John  Forsyth,  sec’y.  of  state. 

Washington,  May  8,  1840. 

The  message  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

General  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  During  the  sitting  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, at  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday,  an  election  was 
had  for  directors  of  the  Princeton  Theological  se- 
minary, western  Theological  seminary,  board  of  pub- 
lication, board  of  missions  and  board  of  education,  of 
which  the  following  was  the  result: 

To  fill  vacancies  in  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Theo- 
logical seminaries  at  Princeton  for  three  years. 

Ministers— G.  Spring,  D.  D.;  W.  Neill, D.  D.; 
W.  D.  Snodgras,  D.  D.;  W.  A.  McDowell,  D.  D.; 
William  Latta,  Joseph  McElray,  D.  D.  and  G.  W. 
Musgrave. 

Elders — John  T.  Woodhill;  A.  W.  Mitchell, 
two  years;  H-  Auchinloss  and  L.  W.  Mitchell. 

Western  Theological  seminary,  three  years. 

Ministers— Samuel  Tate;  A.  O.  Patterson;  A. 
D.  Campbell;  D.  McConanghey,  D.  D.;  R.  Dunlap; 
N.  H.  Gillet  and  J.  Cuthberston. 

Laymen — A.  Laughlin,  F.  G.  Bailey  and  Thos. 
Kiddoo. 

Board  of  publication. 

Ministers— James  Culbertson;  W.  M.  Engles, 
D.  D.;  John  T.  Edgar,  D.  D.;  Ashbel  Green,  d! 
D.;  J.  H.  Jones;  J.  L.  R.  Davies;  D.  Smith,  D. 
D.;  John  Gray;  James  Hoge,  D.  D.  and  J.  Krebs. 

Laymen — T.  Henderson,  J.  Johnson,  T.  Lenox, 
Y.  McKeen.J.  B.  Mitchell,  rev.  Mr.  Jaffrey,  V. 
King,  H.  H.  Levitt,  A.  W.  Mitchell  and  George 
Morris. 

Board  of  missions  for  four  years. 

Ministers — A.  Green,  D.  D.;  G.  Spring,  D.  D; 
A.  T.  McGill;  Elias  W.  Crane;  George  W.  Mus- 
grave; A.  Alexander,  D.  D.;  W.  W.  Philips,  D. 
D.;  Willi3  Lord;  John  Johnston  and  Thos.  Hodge. 

Laymen— A Platt,  W.  Patterson,  A.  Syming- 
ton, Moses  Allen,  G.  T.  Snowden  and  P.  Skin 
Smith. 

Board  of  education  for  four  years. 

Ministers — Henry  R.  Weed,  D.  D.;  James  G. 
Winchester;  John  Matthews, D. D.;  A.  Green, D.  D.; 
John  Breckinridge,  D.  D.;  Joseph  McElroy,  D.  D.; 
George  W.  Musgrave  and  Robert  Steele. 

Laymen— John  McMullan,  Alexander  Syming- 
ton, G.  T.  Snowden,  S.  Hepburn,  Henry  Potter, 
Solomon  Allen,  T.  Henderson,  J.  Wallis  aiid  G.  E. 
Thomas. 

According  to  a statement  made  in  the  general 
assembly,  there  are  attached  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  the  United  States,  from  160,000  to 
180,000  communicants.  [Philadelphia  lnq. 

ARMY. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Savannah  Georgian,  for 
Ihe  following  intelligence  dated  Savannah,  May 
26th,  12  o’clock,  M. 


More  Indian  murders.  We  learn  from  a passen- 
ger in  the  steamer  General  Clinch,  captain  Brooks, 
from  Black  Creek  that  on  Saturday  forenoon,  be- 
tween 9 and  10  o’clock,  Mr.  Forbes’  theatrical  com- 
pany, with  some  others,  were  on  their  way  troin 
Picolata  to  St.  Augustine,  and  within  5 or  6 miles 
of  the  latter  place,  (the  party  occupying  two  wa- 
gons), when  the  wagon  in  the  rear  was  attacked  by 
a party  of  Indians,  and  Mr.  C.  Vose  killed.  Two 
others  are  missing,  supposed  to  be  a part  of  Mr. 
Forbes’ company.  Mr.  F.  it  seems,  was  in  the 
front  wagon  with  the  ladies  of  the  party,  who  es- 
caped, and  reached  St.  Augustine  in  safety.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  Indians  conceived  the  wagon  to 
be  a military  escort.  We  congratulate  the  estima- 
ble Mr.  Forbes  on  his  escape. 

More  lives  sacrificed.  We  have  received  by  the 
the  same  conveyance,  from  an  esteemed  correspon- 
dent, the  following  sad  intelligence: — 

Black  Creek,  E.  F.  May  23,  1840. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Savannah  Georgian: 

Sir:  The  express  has  just  arrived,  and  brings  the 
following  sad  intelligence. 

Extract  from  a report — “Lieutenant  Martin,  2d 
infantry,  left  Micanopy  on  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
with  three  men  from  his  post,  Wakahosta,  after  pro- 
ceeding about  four  miles  he  was  fired  upon  by  In- 
dians. He  received  three  balls,  one  through  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  one  through  the  arm, 
and  one  in  his  hand — one  of  his  men  and  all  the 
horses  killed — the  other  two  missing.  Lieutenant 
Sanderson,  7th  infantry,  with  a party  of  seven- 
teen men,  was  sent  in  pursuit.  He  fell  in  with 
the  Indians  and  he  and  five  of  his  men  were  killed. 

“Yesterday  an  express  from  1\  akahosla  to  Mica- 
nopy, reported  the  post  surrounded  by  Indians.  Col. 
Riley  with  his  command  has  gone  in  pursuit.  It 
was  his  command  that  picked  up  lieut.  Sanderson 
and  his  men;  there  was  supposed  to  be  about  50  In- 
dians. It  is  supposed  that  lieut.  Martin  will  reco- 
ver. Lieut.  Sanderson  had  his  fingers  cut  off  and 
stuck  in  his  mouth.”  I am,  sir,  your  ob’t  serv’t. 

navy. 

Naval  general  order.  The  president  of  the  United 
States  believing  that  greater  formality  in  the  inflic- 
tion of  such  corporal  punishments  as  are  authorised 
by  law  may  be  adopted  in  the  navy  with  beneficial 
conseqnnces,  directs  that  no  such  punishment  shall 
be  inflicted  on  any  person  in  the  service  without 
sentence  of  court  martial,  when  that  is  required  by 
law,  or  the  written  order  of  the  captain,  or  com- 
manding officer  of  the  vessel,  or  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard  to  which  he  is  attached,  where  the  autho- 
rity to  cause  it  to  be  inflicted  rests  in  the  discretion 
of  the  commanding  officer,  specifying  the  offence,  or 
offences,  and  the  extent  of  the  punishment  to  be  in- 
flicted; which  order  shall  be  read  and  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  in  the  presence  of  Ihe  officers  and 
seamen  belonging  to  the  vessel  or  navy  yard. 

All  such  orders  for  punishment  shall  be  entered  on 
the  log  book,  and  quarterly  return  made  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy;  staling  (he  names  of  the  persons 
punished,  their  offences,  and  the  extent  of  punish- 
ment inflicted;  together  with  such  explanations  or 
remarks  as  the  commanding  officer  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  a proper  understanding  of  the  case. 

The  president  also  directs  that  the  law  authorising 
the  enlistment  of  seamen  and  others  for  the  naval 
service,  as  it  may  be  in  operation  at  the  time  of  en- 
listment, shall  be  printed  on  the  back  of  the  shipping 
articles,  arid  read  to  such  persons  desirous  to  enter, 
previous  to  his  signing  them,  in  order  that  he  may 
know  precisely  the  engagements  and  obligations  he 
is  about  to  contract.  J.  K.  Paulding. 

Navy  department.  May  29/A,  1840. 

The  exploring  expedition.  Captain  Hooper,  of 
barque  Shepherdess,  at  Boston,  from  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales,  Feb.  19,  reports  that  the  U.  S.  ex- 
ploring expedition,  consisting  of  the  ships  Vincen- 
nes and  Peacock,  brig  Porpoise,  and  schooner  Fly- 
ing Fish,  sailed  thence  Dec.  26th,  on  a cruise  to  the 
southward, — all  well. 

It  was  a good  thought  to  station  the  ship  of  the 
line  Delaware  at  the  naval  anchorage.  On  the  score 
of  ornament  alone,  she  is  to  the  stream  what  the  na- 
vy hospital  is  to  its  banks — a grand  monument  of 
architectural  skill.  Now  every  traveller  who  touches 
our  port,  must  pass  almost  in  reacti  of  a ship  of  the 
largest  class  in  first  rate  order,  and  ready  at  a few 
hours’  notice  to  spread  her  giant  wings  for  the  sea. 
There  is  good  policy  in  keeping  a ship  of  the  first 
class. ready  for  sea.  The  Columbus  at  Boston,  the 
North  Carolina  at  New  York,  and  the  Delaware  at 
our  port,  all  in  repair  and  ready  for  sea  as  they  are, 
would  enable  the  government  to  concentrate  a for- 
midable squadron  at  any  point  in  a short  space  of 
time.  But,  we  confess,  these  noble  ships,  although 
it  is  their  province  to  plough  the  deep,  are  neverthe- 
less fulfilling  a very  valuable  purpose,  where  they 
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are,  which  is  none  other  than  the  drilling  of  lands- 
men for  the  sea,  and  especially,  as  naval  schools. — 
They  certainly  are  the  most  imposing  colleges  we 
have  seen.  It  is  impossible  forthe  young  apprentice 
to  tread  the  deck  of  such  vessels  without  feeling  an 
inspiration  for  the  sea,  and  tor  the  tiag  that  is  float- 
ing above  him.  [Norfolk  paper- 


which  might  come  in  competition  with  theirs.  That  of  which  we  must  be  careful  not  to  run  foul-  for  if 
is  the  only  evil  to  be  avoided,  and  that  is  the  only  yon  ever  noticed  the  tobacco  growing  country,  you 
obstacle  which  the  committee  will  find  in  their  way.  find  that  it  is  a belt  of  country  which  stretches 
The  amount  of  exports  of  tobacco  by  the  United  through  the  centie  ol  the  LJ  States,  from  the  Atlantic 
States  bears  a remarkable  proportion  to  the  number  ocean  nearly  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  including 


of  individuals  in  the  United  States  who  are  now 
interested  in  its  cultivation.  Take  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  United  States  to  be  fifteen  millions, 
and,  by  a calculation  which  I have  made,  I make 
the  whole  number  of  souls  directly  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  tobacco  to  be  one  million  five  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand.  Now-,  our  exports  of 
all  kinds  amount  to  seventy-nine  million  two  hun- 


TOBACCO  TRADE. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Triplett,  of  Kentucky,  at  the  con- 
vention. of  tobacco  planters,  held  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. May  i,  1840. 

Mr.  Triplett,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  at  the  re- 
quest of  several  gentlemen  who  surrounded  him,  I dred  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dol 
and  as  he  was  also  a member  of  the  select  commit-  lars.  The  exports  of  tobacco  are  seven  million 
tee  on  tobacco,  he  would  detail  briefly  to  the  con-  seven  hundred  and  forty  eight  thousand  seven  hun- 
vention  some  ot  the  statistical  information  contain-  dred  and  seventy-two  dollars.  About  one-tenth, 
ed  in  the  documents  referred  to — (document  No.  therefore,  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
195,  tobacco  statistics).  are  engaged  or  interested  in  the  raising  of  tobacco, 

We  are  assembled  here  (continued  Mr. T.)  to  as-  | and  about  one-tenth  of  our  exports  in  value  are  in 
certain  what  the  best  method  to  relieve  the  tobacco  tobacco.  Thus,  then,  one-tenth  of  our  population 
planters  ot  the  United  States  Irom  the  onerous  du-  and  one-tenth  of  all  our  exports  in  value  have  been 
ties  and  restrictions'  imposed  upon  that  staple  by  totally  unrepresented,  so  to  speak,  in  Europe;  and 
. the  governments  ol  Europe.  By  the  document  the  reason  is,  because  they  lie  between  the  great 
which  I hold  in  my  hand,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cotton  interest  of  the  south  and  the  great  manufac- 
nations  of  Euiope  raise,  upon  our  tobacco,  a reve-  turing  interest  of  the  north.  Sir,  we  are  here  for 
nue  of  rather  upwards  of  thirty  millions  ol  dollars — the  purpose  of  consideiing  what  is  best  to  be  done 
being  an  amount  double  that  of  the  whole  revenue  for  the  promotion  of  our  own  interest,  without  in- 
derived  by  the  United  States  from  imports.  It  is  in  terfering  with  the  interests  of  our  southern  and 
vain  to  tell  me  that  we  do  not  possess  the  means,  if  northern  neighbors.  That  something  effectual  can 
we  are  willing  to  use  them,  of  compelling  these  | be  done,  I feel  the  strongest  assurance;  and  I will 
governments  to  modify  the  duties  to  a very  consi-  add  nothing  at  this  time  beyond  the  expression  of 
derabU-  extent.  The  revenue  of  Great  Britain  de-  my  concurrence  in  the  proposition  for  the  appoint- 
rived  from  duties  on  tobacco  is  sixteen  millions  six  ment  of  a committee. 

hundred  and  filty-three  thousand  five  hundred  sixty-  On  the  following  day,  on  a motion  made  to  strike 
six  dollars,  whilst  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  out  certain  parts  of  the  report  of  the  committee — 
States  derived  from  imports,  in  the  year  1838,  Mr.  T.  said  that  an  expression  had  been  made  use 
was  sixteen  million  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  yesterday  by  a gentleman  who  addressed  the 
thousand  and  seventy-seven  dollars.  If,  then,  Great  convention,  (Mr.  Dodge),  which  had  struck  him 
Britain  (and  I cite  her  first  as  an  example  of  the  (Mr.  T.)  with  much  force.  Here  were  now  assern- 
nations  that  lay  a direct  lax,  for  her  own  purpose,  bled  together  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  Jobs; 
upon  our  tobacco) — if,  I say,  Great  Britain  realizes  and  if  Job  had  been  a tobacco  planter,  his  patience, 
annually  such  a heavy  amount  of  money  upon  our  as  the  gentleman  had  said,  would  have  been  ex- 
staple, is  it  not  right  and  proper  that  means  should  hausted.  Job  bore  a great  deal  before  he  complain- 
be  taken  to  protect  our  interests,  by  raising  a direct  ed — and  the  tobacco  planters  had  borne  nearly  as 
revenue  on  those  imports  which  a great  majority  of  much  as  Job  before  they  complained, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  can  do  without?  Two  years  ago  (continued  Mr.  T.)  we  commenc- 
We  know  that  a great  number  of  articles  are  import-  ed  a small  system  of  complaint,  in  a very  low  tone 
ed  from  Great  Britain,  the  want  of  which,  if  entire-  of  voice;  and  I believe  you  yourselves  were  pre- 
ly  prohibited,  the  great  mass  of  this  nation  would  j sent  and  recollect  the  language  of  the  memorial 
not  feel.  which  was  then  drawn  up.  I am  sure  that  no  gen- 

Let  us  now  look  to  France.  The  evil  under  tleman  could  have  taken  exception  to  that  memo- 
which  we  labor,  as  respects  this  country,  arises,  not  rial.  A copy  of  it  is  now  in  my  pocket,  and  I am 
from  a direct  tariff,  but  from  the  establishment  of  sure  that  the  language  there  used  was  stronger  than 
what  is  called  a regie,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  to-  the  language  now  contained  in  this  report.  We 
bacco  trade  there  is  in  the  hands  of  a small  number  are  assembled  here  for  practical  purposes — we  have 
cl  men,  formerly  nine,  but  now  reduced  to  seven,  an  object  in  view,  and  we  must  make  use  of  all 
Therefore,  there  is  no  competition;  and  the  fact  is,  proper  means  for  its  accomplishment,  or  else  vve 
that  all  the  tobacco  used  in  France  i§  purchased  by  are  here  for  nothing.  We  set  forth  a particular 
the  rpgie,  or  persons  employed  by  them.  And  yet  state  of  facts  for  the  knowledge  of  each  country 
the  silks  and  wines  which  are  shown  to  be  imported  I with  which  we  trade,  and  which  is  as  well  aequaint- 
from  France  into  the  United  States,  almost  entirely  ed  with  the  fact  as  we  are.  The  language  we  make 
free  of  duty,  constitute  an  enormous  amount  of  our  use  of  to  operate,  say,  for  instance,  on  England, 
imports..  The  imports  from  France  amount  annu-  I has  been  derived  from  the  correspondence  which 
ally-  to  twenty-five  million  four  hundred  arid  nine-  has  taken  place  between  our  agents  and  hers.  We 
ty  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars,  say  modify  your  duties  on  tobacco.  The  argument, 
and,  of  that  amount,  seventeen  million  sixty-three  so  far  as  England  is  concerned,  has  been  exhausted; 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  are  arid  she  is  not  yet  convinced  We  have  argued 
imported  free  of  duty.  From  the  examination  I with  her  so  long  as  argument  has  been  of  any 
have  given  to  the  subject,  I have  no  hesitation  in  service,  to  convince  her  that  she  will  make  more 
saying  that  four-fiths  of  these  articles  are  luxuries,  money  (for  that  is  the  object  and  the  only  object) 
Duties  imposed,  therefore,  on  these  luxuries  will  by  bringing  down  her  tariff;  and  we  have  failed  to 
operate  directly  on  France,  whilst  they  will  not  af-  do  so.  What  is  true  of  one  government  is  true  of 
feet  injuriously  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  ! another.  I have  read  through  the  entire  correspon- 
The  next  country  which  takes  from  the  United  j dence,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr . Jeni- 
States  any  large  amount  of  tobacco  is  Holland.  We  \fer)  who  waded  through  it  with  me  can  bear  ine 
export  to  Holland  nine  hundred  and  filty-fjve  thou-  witness;  and  I must  say  that  every  argument  which 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  in  value  human  ingenuity  could  devise,  and  all  the  statist i - 
of  tobacco.  Now,  we  import  from  that  country  a cal  facts  which  could  be  collected,  have  been  brought 
very  small  amount,  comparatively  speaking,  that  is  forward  by  our  ministers  and  agents  abroad  with 
to  say,  one  million  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou-  a degree  of  labor  and  talent  that  would  do  honor 
sand  and  thirty-five  dollars  in  value;  but  it  is  to  be  to  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  The 
considered  that,  ot  this  amount,  six  hundred  and  argument,  as  I have  said,  has  failed  with  Great  Bri- 
sixty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  tain. 

dollars  in  value  is  free  of  duty.  The  articles  itn-  Now,  we  are  here  to  do  something  practical — and 
ported  free  of  duty  from  Holland,  and  upon  which  the  question  is,  what  must  we  do?  We  have  tried 
we  might  raise  a revenue  lor  ourselves,  are  such  as  arguments,  and  those  arguments  are  recapitulated  in 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  could,  to  a great  this  report  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  our  peo- 
extent,  dispense  with — that  is  to  say,  silks  and  pie  that  they  have  suffered  much.  Sir,  they  know 

it.  The  next  course,  then,  that  presented  itself 


the  states  of  Virginia,  Maiyland,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri and  parts  of  the  slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  We  have  the  manufacturers  on  one  side 
who  say  to  us,  if  you  would  raise  a revenue,  lay  it 
on  such  articles  as  we  manufacture.  The  people  of 
the  south  might  use  a different  language.  Let  it, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  are  here  to  take 
care  of  our  own  interest.  What,  then,  are  we  to  do? 
We  are  to  yield  as  much  as  possible  to  the  north  a3 
well  as  to  ttie  south,  but  we  are  to  recollect  that 
this  is  our  own  interest, and  not  the  interest  of  any  one 
else.  We  must,  however,  have  the  aid  of  the  other 
interests  to  sustain  us,  or  nothing  can  be  done  in 
congress.  Let  us  devise  something  practicable. 
Surely  the  report  of  the  committee  is  not  too  strong. 
We  recommend  nothing — we  leave  that  to  the 
members  of  congress  who  represent  this  broad  belt; 
we  merely  furnish  them  the  material,  and  we  say 
to  them,  go  on  and  do  your  duty  to  your  constitu- 
ents. This  is  all  that  the  report  contemplates.  I 
might  myself,  probably,  have  gone  further,  had  I 
had  the  drawing  up  of  the  report;  other  gentlemen, 
probably,  might  not  have  gone  so  far.  I think  the 
report  lias  hit  the  just  medium  as  well  as  it  could 
be  done.  We  have  not  interfered  with  one  interest 
or  the  other;  but  we  give  congress  and  the  presi- 
dent to  understand  that  something  must  be  done  — 
that  we  have  borne  as  much  as  we  intend  to  bear. 
But  it  must  be  left  to  congress  to  say  what  steps  shall 
be  taken.  I,  for  one,  am  willing  that  all  luxuries  shall 
be  taxed — that  is  to  say,  luxuries  coming  Irom  two 
of  the  nations  which  tax  our  tobacco  the  highest. 
It  is  true  that  if  you  throw  the  tax  upon  luxur.es, 
the  north  may  have  some  cause  to  complain,  but 
the  north  will  bear  the  burden  for  the  benefit  of  the 
middle  portion  of  the  union.  By  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  growth  of  tobacco,  the  south  itself  will 
be  almost  directly  benefited.  Has  not  the  tobacco 
region  furnished  half,  if  not  two-thirds,  of  all  the 
labor  which  has  gone  into  the  cotton-growing  coun- 
try? and  does  it  not  furnish  it  now?  Just  so  far  as 
you  now  give  encouragement  to  thp  cultivation  of 
tocacco,  you  fix  that  kind  of  labor  which,  when  it 
leaves  the  tobacco-growing  region,  has  nowhere 
else  to  go  except  to  the  cotton  region  This  single 
fact  is  worthy  ot  all  consideration,  and  will  have  its 
due  effect.  Whenever  a man  breaks  up  as  a tobac- 
co planter,  (and  hundreds,  yes,  sir,  thousands,  will 
break  up  unless  some  encouragement  is  extended 
to  them),  all  the  labor  goes  to  the  south;  and  thus, 
by  increasing  the  amount  of  gojjon  for  exportation, 
they  bring  down  prices  in  Europe,  as  a matter  of 
course.  And  in  this  manner  (tie  south  are  directly 
interested.  The  tobacco  region,  as  such,  is  not 
capable  of  much  extension;  it  is  restricted  by  cli- 
mate; and  the  whole  of  its  population  remaining  at 
home,  and  receiving  a better  price  for  their  tobacco, 
will  be  enabled  to  purchase  a greater  quantity  of 
manufactures;  and  thus  the  interests  ol  the  north 
will  be  benefited  also.  I hope,  therefore,  that  the 
report  will  be  adopted  just  as  it  is. 


wines. 

It  is  to  be  confessed,  however,  that  some  diffi- 
culty may  arise  on  this  subject,  because  we  must 
be  cautious  that  whilst  we  steer  clear  of  one  evil 
we  do  not  run  foul  of  another.  Our  manufacturing 
interests,  may  by  possibility,  take  up  the  idea  thal 
if  the  revenue  of  the  country  was  raised  upon  arti- 
cles which  are  luxuries  and  not  manufactures  com- 
ing in  competition  with  theirs,  the  smaller  would 
be  the  amount  of  revenue  which  would  be  neces- 
sary to  be  raised  afterwards,  and  which,  of  course, 
would  or  could  fall  upon  manufactured  articles 


was  that  of  negotiation.  I wish  I could  say  that  it 
promises  as  much  as  vve  could  hope  for.  Some 
benefit  has  grown  out  of  it,  and  we  have  a fair  pros- 
pect of  accomplishing  something  with  two  nations. 
But  when  negotiation  and  begging  have  failed,  what 
must  come  next?  By  our  own  treaty  with  France, 
which  expires  on  the  second  ol  February,  1842,  we 
are  left  at  liberty  to  regulate  our  tariff;  and  we  may 
regulate  our  tariff  with  her,  as  regards  duties  on 
imports,  as  high  or  as  low  as  we  think  proper.  I 
said  yesterday  that  there  were  two  great  interests 


LAW  CASE. 

From  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

U.  S.  circuit  court.  May  16th.  Appeal  case,  before 
chief  justice  Taney. 

John  F.  Slrolnn,  claimant  of  the  schooner  “Ann” 
vs.  the  United  Stales. — This  case  was  and  appeal 
from  the  decree  of  the  district  court,  condemning  a 
vessel  called  the  Ann,  built  in  the  ciiy  of  Baltimore. 
The  schooner  was  seized  by  the  collector  of  the  port, 
and  informed  against  on  the  27th  of  November,  1839, 
for  having  been  built  and  equipped  in  a port  of  the 
United  States,  contrary  to  the  act  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1818,  which  declares,  among  other  provisions 
that  no  person,  either  as  master,  factor  or  owner, 
shall  build,  fit  or  equip,  in  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  any  vessel  with  the  intention  of  employing 
her  ir.  the  slave  trade,  &c.  The  penalty  fora  viola- 
tion of  this  act,  is  a forfeiture  of  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
one  moiety  of  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  prosecutor, 
and  the  other  to  the  United  Slates.  The  history  of 
this  case,  and  the  material  facts  drawn  from  the 
evidence  detailed, are  that  two  schooners, one  named 
the  Ann,  and  the  other  not  yet  named,  were  built  at 
the  ship  yard  of  Mr.  Richardson,  on  tile  Point  — 
They  were  of  the  class  known  by  the  term  of  clip- 
per built,  or  Baltimore  clippers,  vessels  known 
throughout  the  world  as  of  superior  excellence  in 
sailing  where  speed  is  required  to  outsail  an  enemy, 
or  to  beat  against  a hard  wind.  There  was  nothing 
peculiar  in  their  model  from  fast  sailing  vessels  of 
that  description,  and  they  were  equipped  as  vessels 
of  their  class  usually  are.  After  they  had  been 
launched,  and  the  “Ann”  was  freighted  and  ready  for 
sailing,  they  were  seized  because  of  certain  circura- 
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stances  having  led  the  collector  of  the  port  to  suspect 
that  they  were  intended  for  the  slave  trade.  The 
circumstances  authorising  this  course,  as  from  time 
to  time  developed  and  afterwards  more  fully  drawn 
out  before  the  court,  we  shall  endeavor  to  give  in  a 
condensed  form.  In  August  1839,  two  Spanish  or 
Portuguese  gentlemen  arrived  in  the  bay  as  passen- 
gers on  board  the  El  Cavaliro  from  Havana.  The 
vessel  was  boarded  by  Mr.  Sanners,  a pilot,  who 
took  her  in  charge.  The  pilot  was  told  that  the 
gentlemen  were  coming  here  to  build  vessels,  and 
he  took  and  opportunity  of  asking  them  for  the  em- 
ployment of  taking  the  vessel  to  sea.  One  of  them 
only  could  speak  English,  and  he,  in  the  course  of 
the  conversation  remarked  to  the  pilot,  that  it  was 
of  no  consequence  to  come  here  to  build  vessels,  lor 
plenty  could  be  had  in  the  Havana,  as  cheap  as 
here;  what  they  wanted  particularly  was  a flag  cap- 
tain, and  the  asked  him  if  he  could  recommend  to 
them  an  active  young  man  who  would  go  out  as  flag 
captain.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  here  that  the 
term  “flag  captain”  was  proved  to  mean  a captain 
who  would  carry  a vessel  under  the  flag  of  one  na- 
tion by  means  of  the  register  and  other  papers,  when 
she  was  owned  by  another  nation;  thus  giving  her 
for  a time,  a nationality  which  did  not  belong  to 
her.  No  person  was  recommended  by  the  pilot. 
The  two  foreigners  had  letters  of  recommendation 
to  several  merchants,  and  among  others  to  Mr. 
Strohm.  They  arrived  here  and  took  boarding  on 
the  Point,  at  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  during  the 
progress  of  the  vessels  in  question,  they  were  con- 
stantly superintending  them,  up  to  a certain  time. 

The  building  of  these  vessels  had  been  contracted 
for  by  Mr.  Strohm,  who,  it  was  proved,  was  the  fac- 
tor of  a Mr.  De  S'lva,  of  Havana,  a junior  partner  of 
the  bouse  of  Da  Costa  & Co.  of  Bahia,  Brazil.  In  Sep- 
tember, Mr.  De  Silva  arrived  here,  and  remained  some 
days  on  the  Point,  then  went  to  New  York,  and  re- 
turned to  Baltimore,  when  he  remained  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Strohm  for  more  than  a week.  About  this 
time,  Mr.  Strohm  inquired  of  the  deputy  collector, 
Dr.  McCulloch,  if  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in 
clearing  a vessel  built  on  foreign  account.  The  doc- 
tor answered  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  un- 
less there  was  a suspicion  that  she  was  intended 
for  the  slave  trade,  and  then  a bond  would  be  re- 
quired that  she  would  not  be  so  employed  for  nine 
months  from  the  period  of  her  sailing.  Mr.  Strohm 
remarked,  that  then  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  them,  for  it  would  be  difficult 
for  any  one  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  others. 
Somewhere  about  this  time,  the  two  captains  (old 
their  landlord,  Mr.  Adams,  that  there  was  some  talk 
of  the  vessels  being  seized  on  suspicion  of  being  in- 
tended for  the  slave  trade,  and  rather  than  have  any 
fuss  about  it,  they  Would  go  away.  They  according- 
ly paid  their  bills  and  left  the  house.  While  resi- 
dents there,  they  had  conversations  with  different 
individuals,  and  an  application  had  been  made  to 
them  by  the  friend  of  a man  who  wanted  to  go  out 
as  captain,  and  the  one  who  spoke  English  referred 
him  to  Mr.  Strohm,  as  the  person  having  the  power 
to  choose.  The  two  captains  did  not  leave  the  city, 
but  were  conveyed  by  Mr.  Strohm’s  clerk  to  a ta- 
vern, on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  where  they  remained 
untill  the  Ann  was  ready  for  clearance,  and  at  the 
time  she  was  seized  these  same  gentlemen  were 
found  on  board  as  passengers.  Since  then,  nothing 
has  been  seen  or  heard  of  them,'  and  they  were  not 
produced  as  witnesses  upon  the  trial. 

It  was  proved  that  the  bills  for  the  cargo  and 
equipments  were  paid  by  Mr.  Strohm.  The  cargo 
consisted  of  41  spruce  pine  spars,  such  as  are  cal- 
culated for  the  spars  of  vessels,  and  which  were 
purchased  with  the  intention,  as  avowed,  of  selling 
them  in  Bahia.  There  was  also  1,360  feet  of  com- 
mon inch  pine  boards  in  the  hold,  and  the  rest  of 
the  cargo  was  a few  boxes  of  segars.  The  vessel 
had  stone  ballast  on  board,  and  two  water  casks,  of 
150  gallons  each,  in  the  hold.  The  spars  were 
placed  on  the  casks  and  the  boards  over  the  spars. 
Much  interesting  evidence  was  gone  into  to  show 
the  nature  and  mode  of  constructing  the  slave  decks 
on  board  of  slave  vessels.  These  decks  are  formed 
of  rough  boards  resting  on  water  casks  and  stone 
ballast,  and  raised  to  within  five  feet  of  the  deck. — 
The  boards  in  the  Ann  were  estimated  to  be  the 
proper  quantity  for  such  a deck,  but  on  the  other 
hand  it  was  proved  that  all  vessels  take  such  lum- 
ber for  dunnage,  and  the  spars  would  be  too  expen- 
sive to  cut  up  for  the  purpose  of  making  stanchions. 
In  further  reference  to  the  cargo  of  the  Ann,  a let- 
ter from  Mr.  Strohm  to  Mr.  De  Silva,  at  Pittsburg, 
•was  produced,  in  which  it  was  staled  that  he  intend- 
ed to  put  barrels  of  flour  upon  the  boards,  so  as  to 
fill  up  the  vessel  and  make  the  custom  house  officers 
suppose  that  she  had  cargo.  There  was  a peculi- 
arity observed  in  the  deck  of  the  unnamed  vessel 
which  was  not  in  the  Ann.  An  opening  had  been 
made  in  the  deck  and  again  covered  with  plank, 


caulked  down,  but  not  pinned  or  fastened,  and  could  | 
be  removed,  leaving  an  aperture  for  light  or  air  be- 
low, such  as  have  been  seen  in  slave  vessels.  In 
the  hold  there  were  two  sleepers,  which  it  was  sup- 
posed would  be  convenient  for  resting  a slave  deck 
upon.  These  peculiarities  were  explained  by  the 
tact  that  this  vessel  had  been  at  one  time  in  a fur- 
ther state  of  completion  than  the  Ann,  and  the  deck 
had  been  pierced  for  and  after  hatch,  but  orders 
were  received  not  to  have  alter  hatches,  and  the 
Ann  was  completed  without  one,  while  the  aper- 
ture in  the  other  was  closed  up  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed. It  was  proposed  by  the  builders  to  take 
up  the  planks  of  that  portion  of  the  deck,  and  lay 
the  deck  over,  but  it  was  considered  unnecessary 
because  the  harness  casks  and  boat  would  cover 
that  part  of  the  deck,  and  the  seem  would  not  be 
seen.  The  sleepers  in  the  hold  were  some  of  those 
used  for  the  scaffolding  of  the  carpenters,  and  were 
left  there  for  the  accommodation  of  the  painters.  It 
was  also  shown  that  vessels  of  this  class  were  best 
calculated  for  coasting  on  the  coast  of  the  Brazils, 
from  Rio  Janeiro  to  Bahia  and  back,  where  it  was 
necessary  to  beat  against  the  trade  winds.  The 
Ann  was  cleared  out  from  the  custom  house  on  the 
26th  of  November,  Mr.  Strohm  having  made  the 
necessary  oath  of  her  American  ownership  to  en- 
title her  to  the  American  register  and  papers.  The 
master,  Mr.  Wiley,  cleared  the  vessel,  but  the  pa- 
pers were  refused  to  him  by  the  deputy  collector 
by  the  orders  of  the  collector,  and  Mr.  Strohm  him- 
self called  afterwards.  In  the  course  of  an  inter- 
view between  the  collector  and  Mr.  S.  the  latter 
stated  that  the  vessels  were  built  on  foreign  account, 
but  as  he  had  not  received  all  the  purchase  money, 
he  would  not  deliver  them  until  he  had  received 
the  full  amount.  The  Ann  was  destined  for  Bahia 
and  the  cargo  was,  he  said,  shipped  on  account  of 
the  owner.  It  should  have  been  mentioned  in  a 
previous  part  of  this  synopsis  that  Mr.  Strohm  had 
received  $14,000  from  Mr.  De  Silva,  and  the  charge 
lor  the  vessel  was  $18,000. 

A number  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  in  this 
city  were  examined  as  to  their  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Strohm,  and  they  unanimously  gave  him  a high 
character  as  a merchant  and  a man  of  probity.  He 
is  a native  of  Bremen,  and  some  years  since  con- 
ducted business  in  Laguayra,  but  for  the  last  five 
years  has  been  a resident  of  Baltimore,  where  he 
has  gained  many  friends  and  much  esteem  among 
the  mercantile  community.  The  house  of  Da  Costa 
& company,  at  Bahia,  of  which  De  Silva  is  a part- 
ner, was  represented  as  being  of  high  standing  and 
correct  in  their  business  transactions. 

The  case  was  argued  at  great  length  before  the 
court  by  the  eminent  counsel  on  both  sides,  and  the 
remarks  closed  on  Wednesday.  The  court  took 
until  Saturday  to  mature  the  decision. 

Chief  justice  Taney  in  giving  his  decision  upon 
the  appeal,  delivered  an  opinion  verbally,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  as  caught  by  the  reporter  is  as 
follows:  The  first  question  which  had  been  dis- 

cussed was  as  to  the  law  of  the  case,  and  it  had 
been  contended  that  it  was  not  penal  to  build  a 
vessel  calculated  for  (he  slave  trade,  unless  there 
was  an  intention  in  the  mind  of  the  factor  when  he 
builds  her  to  employ  her  in  the  slave  trade.  It  is 
true  that  no  building  is  penal  unless  the  intent  was 
held  by  the  owner,  master  or  factor  to  employ  the 
vessel  in  the  slave  trade,  and  the  mechanics  who 
worked  on  her  are  not  liable  to  punishment.  How 
far  a mechanic  can  recover  wages  for  work  done 
on  such  a vessel,  where  he  knows  the  unlawful 
purpose  for  which  it  is  built,  is  another  question 
which  is  not  now  before  the  court,  and  will  not  be 
touched  upon.  Here  we  have  an  owner,  here  is  a 
factor,  and  here  is  a master;  if  either  one  intended 
the  vessel  to  be  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  she  is 
liable  to  forfeiture.  If  the  owner  had  such  an  in- 
tention the  vessel  is  liable,  though  the  factor,  or 
master  was  ignorant  of  that  intention,  and  if  the 
master  or  factor  held  such  an  intention  she  also  is 
liable,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  owner 
knows  of  the  intention,  they  acting  as  his  agents. 
If  therefore  either  Mr.  De  Silva,  Mr.  Strohm  or  the 
two  captains  intended  that  the  vessel  should  be  em- 
ployed in  the  slave  tradp,  she  was  liable  to  forfei- 
ture. The  court  would  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  proofs  of  such  intention  in  this  case.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  proof  must  be-beyond  any  rea- 
sonable doubt,  and  to  that  proof  we  must  bring  the 
facts  in  the  case,  there  being  no  contradiction  in 
the  testimony,  but  on  the  contrary  the  witnesses 
appear  to  have  spoken  truth. 

The  evidence  shows  that  two  persons,  one  a 
Portuguese,  named  Mattoes,and  the  other  a Spaniard, 
named  Sanchez,  arrived  in  this  city  on  board  a 
vessel  from  the  Havana,  as  agents  for  Mr.  De 
Siiva,  for  the  building  of  two  vessels,  and  bearing 
with  them  instructions  for  themselves,  and  a letter 
of  advice  to  Mr.  Strohm  to  act  as  factor  to  direct 


them  where  they  would  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  of  a class  of  vessels  known  as  “Balti- 
more clippers.”  The  court  found  no  objection  to 
those  vessels,  on  the  ground  of  their  shape,  for 
though  that  shape  was  calculated  for  the  slave 
trade,  or  any  other  illegal  trade,  it  was  also  calcu- 
lated for  legal  commerce.  It  is  true  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  opening  of  the  deck  in  one  of 
the  vessels,  and  the  timbers  found  in  its  hold  were 
suspicious,  but  they  were  explained,  and  the  expla- 
nation was  satisfactory.  That  circumstance  was 
not  sufficient  to  condemn  the  vessels.  Neither  was 
the  circumstance  of  the  spars  on  board  of  the  Ann, 
sufficient  to  condemn  her.  But  though  these  cir- 
cumstances are  not  sufficient  to  produce  a convic- 
tion that  the  vessels  were  built  for  the  slave  trade, 
there  are  other  giounds  upon  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  There  were  instructions  given  to  the 
two  captains;  these  instructions  are  not  in  the  let- 
ter to  the  confidential  correspondent  of  De  Silva, 
Mr.  Strohm,  nor  have  they  been  produced.  The 
letter  to  Mr.  Sti ohm  requested  his  aid  to  facilitate 
them  in  constructing  the  vessels  so  as  to  best  attain 
the  object  for  which  they  were  to  be  constructed. 
That  object  was  not  stated.  The  captains  on  their 
way  to  the  city  had  a conversation  with  the  pilot, 
Mr.  Sanners,  in  which  they  told  him  that  their  ob- 
ject was  not  so  much  to  obtain  the  vessels  as  to  ob- 
tain an  American  captain.  The  vessels  could  be 
procured  as  cheap  in  the  Havana,  but  they  wanted 
a “flag  captain,”  and  inquired  of  the  pilot  where 
they  could  obtain  a smart,  active  young  man  for 
that  purpose.  The  desire  for  the  use  of  an  Ameri- 
can captain  could  not  be  for  lawful  purposes.  Here 
were  two  captains,  foreigners,  it  is  true,  but  their 
being  such  did  not  preclude  them  from  the  power 
of  clearing  the  vessels,  if  those  vessels  were  in- 
tended for  a lawful  tiade.  The  obtaining  of  Ame- 
rican captains,  it  must  be  strongly  suspected,  was 
lor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  protection  of  the 
American  flag  and  American  papers  for  these  ves- 
sels. It  has  been  attempted  to  impeach  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witness,  Sanners,  but  it  was  the  firm 
belief  of  the  court  that  there  was  no  grounds  for 
imputing  a false  statement  to  him.  It  had  been 
intimated  that  he  was  inclined  to  give  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  prosecution,  because  of  some  real  or 
supposed  advantages  arising  from  his  employment 
by  the  government.  The  court  could  not  think  so. 
It  had  been  evident  to  the  observer  of  these  trials, 
that  in  every  case  it  required  more  of  an  effort  to 
give  testimony  against  the  vessels  or  the  traversers 
than  for  them.  Judge  Taney  here  took  occasion  to 
remark  upon  such  a leeling,  and  the  court  was  dis- 
posed to  rebuke,  in  the  sternest  manner,  this  feel- 
ing of  connivance  at  a violation  of  the  laws  which 
had  extended  to  so  great  a degree,  and  which  was 
calculated  to,  and  had  brought  disgrace  upon  the 
American  flag  and  the  character  of  the  city. 

There  was  to  be  an  American  captain  on  board 
for  some  purpose.  What  was  that  purpose?  If  for 
a legitimate  purpose,  why  did  not  the  captains  em- 
ploy a master  themselves?  They  w'ere  the  agents 
of  De  Silva,  but  when  applications  were  made  to 
them  for  such  employment,  they  answered  that 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  referred  the  ap- 
plicants to  Mr.  Strohm.  Still  the  circumstances 
are  not  sufficient  to  condemn  the  vessel.  The  fo- 
reign captains  superintend  the  building  of  the  ves- 
sels until  suddenly  they  become  much  alarmed,  and 
disappear,  because,  as  they  say,  it  was  reported  that 
the  vessels  were  intended  for  the  slave  trade.  A 
sudden  flight  is  to  be  held  as  an  evidence  of  guilt. 
They  flew  avowedly  from  the  law,  and  without  any 
conceivable  cause.  If  the  vessels  were  intended 
for  an  innocent  purpose,  there  w as  no  danger  to 
them  in  remaining,  even  if  such  an  accusation  had 
been  laid  against  the  vessels.  If  they  were  intend- 
ed for  a guilty  purpose,  there  was  good  reason  for 
their  apprehension.  They  manifestly  fled,  but  te- 
mained  at  a place  in  a different  part  of  the  city, 
which  was  near  enough  for  them  to  gain  a know- 
ledge of  all  that  transpired  in  relation  to  the  vessels. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  attempt  at  an  explana- 
tion of  the  circumstances  attending  the  conceal- 
ment of  these  men.  Mr.  Strohm  communicated 
the  information  of  the  danger.  Mr.  De  Silva  was 
also  here,  and  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  if  the  inten- 
tion in  building  the  vessels  was  not  illegal,  they 
would  hide  these  men  until  the  vessel  was  about 
sailing,  and  then  conceal  them  on  board  as  passen- 
gers? These  men  were  the  best  witnesses  that  the 
owner  could  have  had  if  the  vessels  were  intended 
for  a lawful  commerce.  This  circumstance  in  con- 
nection with  the  others,  the  court  held  as  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  vessels  were  intended  for  no  law- 
ful commerce.  But  there  was  an  addition  to  it. 
When  the  vessel  was  seized  these  men  were  sud- 
denly spirited  away,  they  who,  of  -all  others,  could 
exculpate  the  owners;  and  could  a court  of  justice, 
I weighing  such  facts  in  their  proper  light,  clear  the 
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parties  of  an  illegal  intention?  Tlie  court  thought 
that  the  captains  built  the  vessels  with  the  illegal 
intention. 

As  to  Mr.  De  Silva,  the  court  remarked  that  he 
came  here  in  September,  at  a time  when  there  was 
a suddfyi  burst  of  information  respecting  the  opera- 
tions in  the  slave  trade  produced  by  the  seizure  of 
the  Catharine.  He  remained  lor  a week  concealed 
at  the  Point,  and  then  took  his  departure  for  New 
York,  where  it  is  fair  to  presume  he  ascertained  the 
particulars  of  the  seizure  of  the  Catharine.  He 
returned  on  the  15th  or  20th  of  October  and  re- 
mained in  Mr.  Strohm’s  house  until  he  went  to 
Pittsburg.  This  was  about  the  time  that  the  cap- 
tains left  the  Point.  It  was  manifest  that  De  Silva 
and  Strohm  encouraged  these  witnesses  to  go  away. 
From  these  circumstances  the  court  was  of  opinion 
that  the  owner,  masters  and  factor  were  all  parti- 
cips,  criminis.  It  was  evident  that  Mr.  Strohm 
gave  such  information  to  the  captains  as  encouraged 
them  to  disappear,  and  of  course  he  knew  of  the 
intention  for  which  the  vessel  was  built.  His  inquiry 
at  the  custom  house  did  not  bear  the  appearance 
of  innocence  but  of  conscious  guilt.  Four  or 
five  .weeks  before  the  seizure,  he  inquired  of  Mr. 
McCulloch,  the  deputy  collector,  if  there  was  any 
difficulty  in  clearing  out  vessels  when  they  were 
built  on  foreign  account.  The  answer  was,  that 
there  was  none,  unless  there  were  grounds  for  sus- 
pecting that  the  vessels  were  intended  for  the  slave 
trade,  and  then  a bond  would  be  required  that  they 
would  not  be  so  used  for  the  space  of  nine  months 
alter  their  clearance.  Strohm  answered  that  if  that 
was  the  case  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  any  per- 
son to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them.  Was  not 
this  inquiry  in  relation  to  these  vessels,  which  were 
foreign  vessels?  And  w’hat  was  afterwards  done? 
How  was  the  Ann  cleared?  As  an  American  ves- 
sel, Mr.  Strohm  making  oath  that  he  was  not  only 
the  owner,  but  that  no  foreigner,  either  by  trust, 
confidence  or  otherwise,  had  any  interest  in  her. 
What  were  the  facts?  It  is  in  proof  lhat  the  charge 
by  Strohm  lor  the  two  vessels  was  $18,000,  and 
that  he  had  received  from  Mr.  De  Silva  $14,000. 
Then  alt  he  could  claim  on  the  Ann  was  a lien  for 
$2,000.  Can  a court  of  justice  recognize  any 
more  latitude  in  an  oath  taken  at  the  custom  house, 
than  it  would  if  the  same  oath  were  taken  in  the 
court?  Certainly  not.  The  court  said  this  because 
it  considered  such  a latitude  a gross  fraud  upon  the 
American  character.  Though  Mr.  Strohm  had  a 
lien  on  the  vessel,  and  could,  through  that,  detain 
her  in  port,  it  did  not  empower  him  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  law  by  clearing  her  out  as  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  under  the  American  flag.  Such  a course 
would  be  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  government  in 
its  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave  trade.  So  far  from 
the  Ann  being  American  property,  she  belonged  to 
a foreigner,  and  was  built  on  foreign  account.  The 
decree  of  the  district  court  is  affirmed,  and  the  ves- 
sel condemned. 

For  the  claimant  R.  Johnson  and  G.  R.  Richard- 
son, esq’s  ; for  the  United  States  N.  Williams  and 
J.  Nelson,  esq’s. 

SCIENTIFIC. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

THE  GREAT  ARCTIC  PROBLEM  SOLVED. 

The  long  uiooted  geographical  problem  of  a north 
western  passage  to  the  Pacific  ocean  from  the  At- 
lantic, is  at  length  solved:  there  is  such  a passage. 
The  honor  of  this  discovery  belon-is  to  Messrs. 
Dease  and  Simpson,  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company. 
In  1837,  and  again  in  1838,  they  attempted  to  com- 
plete the  exploration  of  the  northern  shore  of  this 
continent,  by  descending  Coppermine  river,  which 
empties  into  the  Arctic  ocean — in  longitude  about 
110  west,  and  from  its  mouth  proceeding  eastward 
until  they  should  arrive  at  the  westernmost  point 
reached  by  explorers  from  the  Atlantic.  In  both 
years  they  skirted  along  a great  extent  of  coast, 
though  much  impeded  by  ice,  but  failed  to  accom- 
plish the  grand  object  of  their  pursuit.  Now  at 
length  their  perseverance  has  been  rewarded.  They 
have  ascertained  that  Boothia  is  an  island,  and  that 
it  is  separated  from  the  main  land  by  a strait  from 
3 to  10  miles  wide,  which  connects  the  gulf  of 
Eoothia,  (partially  explored  by  the  Fury  and  He- 
cla),  with  the  Arctic  ocean,  in  about  lat.  68  33,  and 
long.  93  19.  The  entire  passage  from  the  mouth  of 
Coppermine  river  to  the  Atlantic,  (extending  near 
50  degrees  of  longitude),  lies  to  the  southward  of 
lat.  69.  But  we  will  not  detain  our  readers  from 
their  narrative.  After  descending  Coppermine  ri- 
ver, with  their  party,  they  reached  Cape  Franklin 
on  the  night  of  20th  July  last,  and  rounded  Cape 
Alexander  on  the  23th,  in  doing  which,  they  en- 
countered great  peril  from  a violent  head  wind  and 
drifting  ice.  The  narrative  proceeds  as  follows: 
From  Cape  Alexander,  situate  in  lat.  68  deg.  56 
min.  north,  long.  106  deg.  40  min.  west,  to  another 


remarkable  point  in  lat.  68  deg.  33  min.  north,  long. 
98  deg.  10  min.  we3t,  the  Arctic  coast  may  be  com- 
prised in  one  spacious  bay,  stretching  a3  far  south 
as  lat.  67  deg.  40  min.  before  it  turns  off  abruptly 
northward  to  the  last  mentioned  position.  This 
vast  sweep,  of  which  but  an  inconsideiable  portion 
was  seen  by  Mr.  Simpson  last  year,  is  indented  by 
an  endless  succession  of  minor  bays,  separated  from 
one  another  by  long  narrow  projecting  points  of 
land,  enclosing  an  incalculable  number  of  islands. 

From  this  description  it  will  be  evident  that  our 
route  was  an  extremely  intricate  one,  and  the  duties 
of  the  survey  most  harrassing;  but,  whilst  perplexed 
beyond  measure  in  finding  our  way  through  these 
labyrinths,  we  derived  great  advantage  lrom  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  islands  from  the  crush- 
ing force  of  the  seaward  ice,  and  the  weather  was 
generally  clear.  In  fact,  the  most  serious  detention 
caused  by  ice  on  this  part  of  the  voyage,  was  from 
the  1st  to  the  5th  of  August,  on  a point  that  jutted 
out  beyond  the  insular  chain.  Wliite  Bear  Point, 
as  it  was  called,  lies  in  lat.  68  deg.  7 min.  85  sec. 
north,  long.  103  deg.  36  min.  45  sec.  west,  variation 
54  deg.  45  min.  east.  These  bays  and  masses  of 
islands  present  a distinct  succession  of  geological 
features  which  can  be  best  illustrated  by  our  seiies 
of  specimens  of  the  rocks  that  compose  this  wild 
and  barren  coast.  Vestiges  of  Esquimaux,  mostly 
old,  were  met  with  wherever  we  landed.  They  ap- 
pear to  subsist  in  single  families,  or  very  small  par- 
ties, and  to  travel  inland  for  the  deer  hunt  in  the 
month  of  June,  not  returning  to  theirsealing  islands 
till  the  ice  sets  fast  in  October.  A river  twice  the 
size  of  the  Coppermine,  which  falls  into  the  lat.  68 
deg.  2 min.  north,  long.  104  deg.  15  min.  west,  is 
much  resorted  to  by  rein  deer  and  musk  oxen  in  the 
summer  season. 

Finding  the  coast,  as  already  remarked,  trending 
northerly  from  the  bottom  of  the  great  bay,  we  ex- 
pected nothing  less  than  to  be  carried  round  Cape 
Felix  of  capt.  James  Ross,  contrary  to  the  conjec- 
ture hazarded  by  Mr.  Simpson  in  his  narrative  of 
last  year’s  journey.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th 
August,  hou'ever,  (at  the  point  already  given),  we 
suddenly  opened  a strait  running  in  to  the  south- 
ward of  east,  where  the  rapid  rush  ol  the  tide  scarce- 
ly left  a doubt  of  the  existence  of  art  open  sea  lead- 
ing to  the  mouth  of  Back's  Great  Fish  river.  This 
strait  is  ten  njiles  wide  at  either  extremity,  but  con- 
tracts to  three  in  the  centre.  Even  that  narrow  chan- 
nel is  much  encroached  upon  by  high  shingle  is- 
lands, but  Ihere  is  deep  water  in  the  middle  through- 
out. 

The  12th  of  August  was  signalized  by  the  most 
terrific  thunder  storm  we  have  ever  witnessed  in 
these  regions.  Next  day  it  blew  roughly  from  the 
westward,  with  a very  dense  cold  fog,  but  we  ran  ra- 
pidly southeast,  passed  Point  Richardson  and  Point 
Ogle  of  sir  George  Back,  and  continued  on  till  the 
dankness  of  the  night  and  the  increasing  gale  drove 
us  ashore  beyond  Point  Pechell.  The  storm  shifted 
to  the  northeast,  and  lasted  till  the  16th,  when  we 
directed  otircourse  with  flags  flying  to  the  Montreal 
Island.  On  its  northern  side,  our  people  guided  by 
Mackay,  soon  found  a deposite  made  among  the 
rocks  of  some  of  sir  George  Black’s  party,  but,  as 
Mackey  seemed  to  think,  without  that  officer’s 
knowledge.  It  contained  two  bags  of  pemican  and 
a quantity  of  cocoa  and  chocolate,  all  perfectly  rot- 
ten, besides  an  old  tin  vasculum,  and  two  or  three 
trivial  articles,  of  which  we  took  possession  as  me- 
morials of  our  having  breakfasted  on  the  identical 
spot  where  the  tent  of  our  gallant  though  less  suc- 
cessful precursor  stood  on  his  return  from  Point 
Ogle  to  the  Great  Fish  river  that  very  day  five  years 
before. 

The  arduous  duty  we  had,  in  1836,  undertaken  to 
perform,  was  thus  fully  accomplished;  and  the  length 
and  difficulty  of  the  route  back  to  the  Coppermine 
would  have  amply  justified  our  immediate  return. 
VVe  had  all  suffered  more  or  less  from  the  want  of 
fuel,  and  the  deprivation  of  warm  food,  and  the  pros- 
pects grew  more  cheerless  as  the  cold  weather  stole 
on  apace;  but  having  already  ascertained  the  sepa- 
ration of  Boothia  from  the  American  continent,  on 
the  western  side  of  the  Great  Fish  river,  we  deter- 
mined not  to  desist  till  we  had  settled  its  relation 
thereto  on  the  eastern  side  also.  A fog  which  had 
come  on  dispersed  towards  evening,  and  unfolded  a 
full  view  of  the  picturesque  shores  of  the  estuary. 
Far  to  the  southward  Victoria  Headland  stood  forth 
so  clearly  defined,  that  we  instantly  recognized  it  by 
sir  George  Back’s  exquisite  drawing.  Cape  Beau- 
fort we  almost  seemed  to  touch,  and  with  the  tele- 
scope we  were  able  to  discern  a continuous  line  of 
high  land  as  far  round  as  northeast,  about  two  points 
more  northerly  than  Cape  Hay, the  extreme  eastern 
point  seen  by  sir  George  Back. 

The  traverse  to  the  furthest  visible  land  occupied 
six  hours’  unremitting  labor  at  the  oar,  and  the  sun 


was  rising  on  the  17th,  when  we  scaled  the  bluff 
and  singularly  shaped  Rock  Cape,  to  which  our 
course  had  been  ilirected.  It  stands  in  lat.  63  deg. 

3 min.  56  sec.  north,  Ion.  94  deg.  35  min.  west. 

The  azimuth  compass,  by  Jones,  settled  exactly  in 
the  true  meridian,  and  agreed  with  two  others,  by 
the  same  maker,  placed  on  the  ground.  From  our 
proximity  to  the  magnetic  pole,  the  compass  had 
latterly  been  of  little  or  no  use;  but  this  was  of  the 
less  consequence,  as  the  astronomical  observations 
were  very  frequent.  The  dip  of  the  needle,  which 
at  Thunder  Cove,  (12th  August)  was  89  deg.  29 
min.  35  sec.  had  here  decreased  to  89  deg.  16  inin. 
40  sec.  north.  This  bold  promontory,  wheie  we  lay 
wind-bound  till  the  19th,  was  named  Cape  Britannia, 
in  remembrance  of  our  glorious  country.  On  the 
beetling  rock  that  sheltered  our  encampment  from 
the  sea,  and  forms  the  most  conspicuous  object  on 
all  this  part  of  the  coast,  we  erected  a conical  pile 
of  ponderous  stones,  14  feet  high,  that,  if  not  pulled 
down  by  the  natives,  may  defy  the  rage  of  a thou- 
sand storms.  In  it  was  placed  a sealed  bottle,  con- 
taining a sketch  of  our  proceedings,  and  possession 
was  taken  of  our  extensive  discoveries  in  the  name 
of  Victoria  I,  amidst  the  firing  of  guns,  and  the  en- 
thusiastic cheers  of  the  whole  party. 

On  the  19th,  the  gale  shifted  from  N.  E.  to  E.  S. 
E.  and  after  crossing  a fine  bay,  due  east,  with  no 
small  toil  and  danger,  the  coast  bent  away  north- 
east, which  enabled  us  to  effect  a run  of  forty  miles. 
Next  day  the  wind  resumed  its  former  direction, 
and  after  pulling  against  it  all  the  morning  among 
the  shoals  and  breakers,  and  gaining  only  three 
miles,  we  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  mouth 
of  a small  river. 

From  a limestone  ridge,  about  a league  inland, 
we  obtained  a view  of  some  very  remote  blue  land 
in  the  northeast  quarter,  in  all  probability  one  of 
the  southern  promontories  of  Boothia.  Two  consi- 
derable islands  lay  far  in  the  offing,  and  others,  high 
and  distant,  stretching  from  E.  to  E.  IN.  E. 

Our  view  of  the  low  main  shore  was  confined  to 
five  miles  in  an  easterly  direction,  after  which  it 
appeared  to  turn  off  greatly  to  the  right.  We 
could,  therefore,  scarcely  doubt  our  having  arrived 
at  that  large  gulf  uniformly  described  by  the  Esqui- 
maux as  containing  man}'  islands,  and  with  nume- 
rous indentations  stretching  down  southward  till  it 
approaches  within  forty  miles  of  Repulse  and  Wa- 
ger bays.  The  exploration  of  such  a gulf,  which  was 
the  main  object  of  the  Terror’s  ill-starred  voyage, 
would  necessarily  demand  the  whole  time  and 
energies  of  another  expedition,  having  a starting  or 
retreating  point  much  nearer  to  the  scene  of  opera- 
tions than  Great  Bear  lake;  and  it  was  quite  evident 
to  us  that  any  further  fool-hardy  perseverance  could 
only  lead  to  the  loss  of  the  great  object  already  at- 
tained, together  with  that  of  the  whole  party.  We 
must  here  be  allowed  to  express  our  admiration  of 
sir  John  Ross’ extraordinary  escape  from  this  neigh- 
borhood, after  the  protracted  endurance  of  our  ships, 
unparalleled  in  Arctic  story.  The  mouth  of  the 
stream,  bounded  the  last  careerof  which  our  admira- 
ble little  boats,  and  received  their  name,  lies  in  lat. 
68  deg.  28  min.  27  sec.  N.  long.  97  deg.  3 min.  W. 
variation  of  the  compass,  16  deg.  20  min.  W.  The 
strong  wind  that  had  forbidden  our  advance,  gave 
wing  to  our  retreat. 

The  same  night  the  20th  of  August,  we  landed 
once  more  at  Cape  Britannia,  and  next  morning  we 
crossed  the  island  direct  to  Point  Pechell,  with  a 
heavy  sea.  On  the  22d  we  explored  a long  narrow 
bay  on  the  west  side  of  Point  Ogle,  which  extends 
to  the  68th  parallel  of  latitude.  The  north  wind 
blew  roughly,  with  sharp  frost,  and  next  day  we 
got  no  farther  than  Richardson.  Thence  we  cross- 
ed over  on  the  24th,  to  what  had  from  the  continent 
appeared  like  two  islands,  but  which  we  rightly 
conjectured  to  form  part  of  the  southern  shore  of 
Boothia,  or,  to  speak  with  greater  precision,  of  that 
land  on  which  stands  Cape  Felix  of  captain  James 
Ross.  This  shore  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  tracing 
for  about  sixty  miles  till  it  turned  up  to  the  north, 
in  lat.  68  deg.  41  min.  16  sec.  N.  long.  98  deg.  22 
min.  W.  Only  fifty  seven  miles  from  Ross’  Pillar 
the  dip  of  the  needle  was  89  deg.  28  min.  45  sec. 
N.  the  magnetic  pole  bearing  N.  N.  E.  distance 
ninety  miles.  The  variation,  as  shown  bv  the  azi- 
muth compass  and  the  horizontal  bar  needle,  was  45 
deg.  east.  The  objects  seen  on  this  coast  are  easily 
enumerated — a low  uninteresting  limestone  tract, 
abounding  nevertheless  in  reindeer,  musk  oxen, and 
old  native  encampments.  To  the  westward  a good 
deal  of  ice  appeared,  and  vast  numbers  of  suow- 
geese  passed  high  overhead  in  long  triangular  flights, 
bound  for  milder  skies. 

Whilst  engaged  in  taking  observations,  our  men 
constructed  another  durable  memorial  of  our  disco- 
veries, which  was  saluted  in  the  usual  manner. 
Then,  recrossing  the  strait  on  the  25th,  we  resumed 
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lor  some  time  our  outward  route,  only  keeping 
more  along  the  seward  verge  of  the  islands,  so  as  to 
shape  a straighter  course. 

The  weather,  from  being  threatening  and  unset- 
tled, soon  became  unequivocally  severe.  On  the 
29th  of  August,  a snow  storm  began,  that  lasted  for 
seven  days,  during  four  days  of  which  we  were 
fixed  to  a single  spot  by  the  violence  of  the  N.  W. 
gales;  while  the  lrost  was  so  keen , that  the  pools 
among  the  rocks  on  which  we  lay  became  solid 
enough  to  bear  up  a man.  A more  moderate  inter- 
val succeeded  this  fierce  outbreak.  Quitting  the 
continent  again,  at  the  large  river  already  mention- 
ed, we  struck  N.  N.  W.  for  an  extensive  island, 
twenty-two  miles  off,  which  we  coasted  N.  W.  for 
twenty  miles;  and,  shortly  before  sunset,  on  the  6th  of 
September,  stood  out  thence  due  N.  for  the  nearest 
point  of  Victoria  land,  which  proved  equally  dis- 
tant. We  have  never  seen  any  thing  more  brilliant 
than  the  phosphoric  gleaming  of  the  waves  when 
darkness  set  in.  The  boats  seemed  to  cleave  a 
flood  of  molten  silver;  and  the  spray,  dashed  from 
their  bows  before  the  fresh  breeze,  fell  back  like 
showers  of  diamons  into  the  deep.  It  W'as  a cold 
night,  and  when  we  at  last  made  the  land,  cliffs, 
faced  with  eternal  ice,  obliged  us  to  run  on  for  a 
couple  of  leagues  before  we  could  take  the  shore 
with  safety.  The  coast  of  Victoria  land,  which  we 
explored  for  upwards  of  159  miles,  is  incomparably 
the  boldest  w'e  have  met  with  in  these  seas.  Often, 
near  the  shore,  no  bottom  could  be  found  with  35 
fathoms  of  line;  and  the  cerulean  blue  color  of 
the  water  every  where  indicated  a profound  depth. 
There  are  several  noble  bays,  the  largest  of  which, 
N.  W.  of  Cape  Alexander,  is  twenty  miles  wide, 
and  equally  deep,  backed  by  snow  clad  mountains. 
It  attains  to  69  deg.  40  min.  N.  the  highest  latitude 
of  this  voyage.  At  length  we  reached  the  extreme 
point  seen  by  Mr.  Simpson  from  Cape  Franklin  in 
1S38,  where  the  cost  of  this  large  country  begins 
again  to  trend  northward  of  west,  Cape  Barrow  ly- 
ing by  computation  S.  S.  W.  distant  fifty  miles. 
On  the  10th  September,  we  crossed  this  magnificent 
strait,  with  a strong  E.  S.  E.  or  side-wind,  and  a 
rough  sea,  in  which  our  gallant  boats,  old  and  worn 
out  as  they  were,  acquitted  themselves  beyond  our 
most  sanguine  hopes.  Our  return  from  Cape  Bar- 
row  was  miserably  retarded  by  furious  N.  W.  W'inds, 
and  severe  stress  of  weather.  Winter  permanently 
set  in  on  the  15th  September;  and  next  day,  to  the 
undisguised  joy  of  the  whole  party,  we  re-entered 
the  Coppermine  river,  after  by  far  the  longest  voyage 
over  performed  in  boats  on  the  Polar  sea.  Leav- 
ing one  of  our  little  craft,  together  with  the  remains 
of  the  pemican  (which  through  age  and  long  expo- 
sure was  become  quite  mouldy),  and  various  other 
articles,  as  a prize  to  the  first  Equimaux  who  may 
visit  the  Bloody  Fall,  we  ascended  the  river  with 
our  double  crew  in  four  days,  abandoned  our  tents, 
and  every  thing  but  absolute  necessaries,  crossed 
the  barren  grounds,  up  to  the  knees,  in  snow,  hav- 
ing unluckily  left  our  snow  shoes  on  the  coast,  and 
safely  reached  Fort  Confidence  at  dusk  on  the  24th. 
The  fisheries  had  failed  sooner  than  ever,  and  we 
had  good  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  not 
being  doomed  to  pass  a third  winter  within  the 
Arctic  circle. 

After  settling  with  the  Indians,  liberally  reward- 
ing the  most  deserving,  and  supplying  all  with  am- 
munition gratuitously,  we  took  our  departure  on 
the  evening  of  the  261  h,  in  two  inland  batteaux: 
one  belonged  to  the  expedition,  the  other  came 
from  Fort  Simpson,  sixteen  days  before  our  ar- 
rival. 

Our  passage  of  Great  Bear  lake  was  most  boister- 
ous and  inclement.  In  crossing  the  body  of  the 
lake,  and  other  considerable  traverses,  our  boats, 
with  every  thing  in  them,  and  even  the  very  clothes 
on  our  backs  became  converted  into  shapeless  masses 
and  concretions  of  ice.  It  was  high  time  for  us  to 
escape  from  Great  Bear  lake,  for  the  temperature, 
which  was  at  4 deg.  below  zero,  w hen  we  landed 
at  the  head  of  the  river,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th 
of  October,  fell  10  deg.  low  er  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  and  the  next  day  we  descended  the  rapid 
stream  in  the  very  midst  of  the  driving  ice.  On 
entering  the  Mackenzie,  we  experienced  a tempo- 
rary mitigation  of  this  excessive  cold;  but  we  should 
most  assuredly  have  stuck  fast  above  Fort  Norman, 
had  not  the  northern  gales  again  rose  in  their 
strength,  and  while  they  shattered  and  dispersed  the 
rapidly  forming  ice,  enabled  us  to  stand  the  current 
under  close-reefed  sails.  At  noon,  on  the  14th  of 
October,  after  forcing  our  way,  with  no  small  risk, 
through  the  torrent  of  ice  forced  out  by  the  rivers 
of  the  mountains,  we  reached  this  place,  [Fort 
Simpson],  and  were  cordially  welcomed  by  our 
valuable  friend,  chief  trader  McPherson,  who  had 
for  some  time,  given  up  all  hopes  of  our  arrival. 

Most  of  our  people  are  still  afflicted  with  acute 
pains  and  swellings  in  the  limbs,  caused  by  cold 


and  exposure;  and  we  are  assured  by  Mr.  McPher- 
son, that  he  has  never  known  or  heard  of  so  early 
or  vigorous  a commencement  of  winter  in  Macken- 
zie’s river.  On  the  other  hand,  so  fine  a spring  as 
that  of  1839,  seldom  visits  these  frozen  regions; 
and  to  this  favoring  circumstance,  under  Provi- 
dence, ought  our  signal  success  to  be  partly  as- 
cribed. 

October  30 — The  state  of  the  ice  at  length  ena- 
bled us  to  despatch  couriers  to  Slave  lake.  In  the 
meantime,  gov.  Simpson’s  highly  valued  letter  of 
the  17th  of  June,  which  unfortunately  missed  us  in 
our  way  hither,  has  cast  up  over  land.  We  rejoice 
in  having  anticipated  the  Russian  expedition,  and 
secured  to  our  country  and  the  company  the  indis- 
putable honorof  discovering  the  northw'est  passage, 
which  has  been  an  object  of  search  to  all  maritime 
nations  for  three  centuries.  When  our  expedition 
was  planned  at  Norway  house,  in  1836,  it  was  con- 
fidently expected  that  sir  George  Black  would  have 
achieved  the  survey  of  the  gulf  of  Boothia  with  the 
Terror’s  boats,  and  that  our  meeting  at  the  month 
of  the  Great  Fish  river  would  have  left  no  blank  in 
the  geography  of  northen  America.  That  officer’s 
failure,  the  exhaustion  of  our  men  and  means,  and 
the  necessity  of  a new  wintering  ground,  render 
a fresh  expedition  indispensable  for  the  examination 
of  the  gulfof  Boothia,  the  circuit  of  which  to  the  strait 
of  the  F ury  and  Hecla,  according  to  the  Esquimaux 
accounts,  cannot  be  less  than  400  or  500  miles.  It 
only  remains  for  us  to  recommend  to  your  approba- 
tion the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Simpson  to  perfect 
this  interesting  service;  which,  as  he  had  no  wish 
to  avail  himself  of  the  leave  of  absence  granted,  he 
is  prepared  to  follow  up  whenever  the  limited  means 
required  are  placed  at  his  disposal. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obpdient  hum- 
ble servants,  PETER  W.  DEASE, 

THOMAS  SIMPSON. 

To  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  committee  of  the 

Hudson’s  Bay,  comp’y.  London. 

MR,.  WEBSTER’S  SPEECH, 

ON  THE  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  BANK- 
RUPT BILL. 

In  senate,  May  18,  1840. 

I feel  a deep  and  anxious  concern  for  the  success 
of  this  bill,"  and  in  rising  to  address  the  senate,  my 
only  motive  is  a sincere  desire  to  answer  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  it,  so  far  as  I may  be  able, 
and  to  urge  the  necessity  and  importance  of  its  pas- 
sage. Fortunately,  it  is  a subject  which  does  not 
connect  itself  with  any  of  the  party  contests  of  the 
day;  and  although  it  would  not  become  me  to  ad- 
monish others,  yet  I have  prescribed  it  as  a rule  to 
myself,  that,  in  attempting  to  forward  the  measure, 
and  to  bring  it  to  a successful  termination,  I shall 
seek  no  party  ends,  no  party  influence,  no  party  ad- 
vancement. The  subject,  so  far  as  I am  concerned, 
shall  be  sacred  from  the  intrusion  of  all  such  objects 
and  pm  poses.  I wish  to  treat  this  occasion  anil  this 
highly  important  question,  as  a green  spot  in  the 
midst  of  the  fiery  deserts  of  party  strife,  on  which 
all  may  meet  harmoniously  and  amicably,  and  hold 
common  council  for  the  common  good. 

The  power  of  congress  over  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies— the  most  useful  mode  of  exercising  the 
power  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try— and  the  duty  of  exercising  it — are  the  points  to 
which  attention  is  naturally  called  by  every  one 
who  addresses  the  senate. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  power.  It  is  fortunate- 
ly not  an  inferred  or  constructive  power,  but  one  of 
the  express  grants  of  the  constitution.  “Congress 
shall  have  power  to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  U.  States.” 
These  are  Ihe  words  of  the  grant;  there  may  be 
questions  about  the  extent  of  the  power,  but  there 
can  be  none  of  its  existence. 

The  bill  which  has  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee provides  for  voluntary  bankruptcies  only.  It 
contains  no  provisions  by  which  creditors,  on  an  al- 
leged act  of  bankruptcy,  may  proceed  against  their 
debtors,  with  a view  to  subject  them  and  their  pro- 
perty to  the  operation  of  the  lawn  It  looks  to  no 
coercion  by  a creditor  to  make  his  debtor  a subject 
of  the  law  against  his  will.  This  is  the  first  cha- 
racteristic of  the  bill,  and  in  this  respect  it  certainly 
differs  from  the  former  bankrupt  law  of  the  United 
States,  and  from  the  English  bankrupt  laws. 

The  bill,  too,  extends  its  provisions  not  only  to 
those  who  either  in  fact  or  in  contemplation  of  law 
are  traders,  but  to  all  persons  who  declare  them- 
selves insolvent,  or  unable  to  pay  their  debts  and 
meet  (heir  engagements,  and  w ho  desire  to  assign 
their  property  for  the  benefit  of  (heir  creditors.  In 
this  respect,  also,  it  differs  from  the  former  law  and 
from  the  law  of  England. 

The  questions,  then,  are  two:  1st.  Can  congress 
constitutionally  pass  a bankrupt  law  which  shall  in- 


clude other  persons  besides  traders?  2d.  Can  it  pass 
a law  providing  for  voluntary  cases  only;  that  i=, 
cases  in  which  the  proceedings  originate  only  with 
the  debtor  himself? 

The  consideration  of  both  these  questions  is  ne- 
cessarily involved  in  the  discussion  of  the  present 
bill,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  denied  that  Amgress 
has  power  to  extend  bankrupt  laws  further  than  to 
merchants  and  traders,  or  to  make  them  for  volunta- 
ry cases  only.  This  limitation  in  the  power  of  con- 
gress is  asserted  on  the  idea,  that  the  trainers  of  the 
constitution,  in  conferring  the  power  of  establishing 
bankrupt  laws,  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  re- 
ference to  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England,  as  then 
existing;  and  that  the  laws  of  England,  then  exist- 
ing, embraced  none  but  merchants  and  traders,  and 
provided  only  for  involuntary,  or  coercive  bankrupt- 
cies. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  allow  me  to  remark, 
that  the  power  is  granted  to  congress  in  the  most 
general  and  comprehensive  terms.  It  has  one  limi- 
tation only,  which  is,  that  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies  shall  be  unilorm  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States.  With  this  qualification,  the  w hole  sub- 
ject is  placed  in  the  discretion  and  under  the  legis- 
lation of  congress.  The  constitution  does  not  say 
that  congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  a bankrupt 
law,  nor  to  introduce  ihe  system  of  bankruptcy.  It 
declares  that  congress  shall  have  power  to  “ establish 
uniform  laws,  cm  the  subject  of  banki  uplcies,  through- 
out the  United  Stales.”  This  is  the  whole  clause, 
nor  is  there  any  limitation  or  restriction  imposed  by 
any  other  clause. 

What,  then,  is  “the  subject  of  bankruptcies?”  or, 
in  other  words,  what  are  “bankruptcies?”  It  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  constitution  grants  the  pow- 
ers to  congress  by  particular  or  specific  enumeration; 
and  in  making  this  enumeration,  it  meniions  bank- 
ruptcies as  a head  of  legislation,  or  as  one  of  the 
subjects  over  which  congress  is  to  possess  autho- 
rity. Bankruptcies  are  the  subject,  and  the  word 
is  most  certainly  to  be  taken  in  its  common  and 
popular  sense;  in  that  sense  in  which  the  people 
may  be  supposed  to  have  understood  it,  when 
they  ratified  the  constitution.  This  is  the  true  rule 
of  interpretation.  And  I may  remark,  that  it  is  al- 
ways a little  dangerous,  in  construing  the  constitu- 
tion, to  search  for  the  opinions  or  understanding  of 
members  of  the  convention  in  any  other  sources 
than  the  constitution  itself,  because  the  constitution 
owes  its  whole  force  and  authority  to  its  ratification 
by  the  people,  and  the  people  judged  of  it  by  the 
meaning  most  apparent  on  its  face.  How  particu- 
lar members  may  have  understood  its  provisions,  if 
it  could  be  ascertained,  would  not  be  conclusive. — 
The  question  would  still  be,  how  did  the  people  un- 
derstand it?  And  this  can  be  decided  only  by  giving 
their  usual  acceptation  to  all  vvoids  not  evidently 
used  in  a technical  sense,  and  by  inquiring,  in  any 
case,  what  was  the  interpretation  or  exposition  pre- 
sented to  the  people  when  the  subject  was  under 
consideration. 

Bankruptcies,  in  the  general  use  and  acceptation 
of  the  term,  mean  no  more  than  failures.  A bank- 
ruptcy is  a fact.  It  is  an  occuirence  in  the  life  and 
fortunes  of  an  individual.  When  a man  cannot  pay 
his  debts,  we  say  he  has  become  bankrupt  or  has 
failed . Bankruptcy  is  not  merely  the  condition  of 
a man  who  is  iAolvent,  and  on  whom  a bankrupt 
law  is  already  acting.  This  would  be  quite  too 
technical  an  interpretation.  According  to  this,  there 
could  never  be  bankrupt  law's,  because  every  lawr, 
if  this  were  the  meaning,  would  suppose  the  exis- 
tence of  a previous  law.  Whenever  a man’s  means 
are  insufficient  to  meet  his  engagements  and  pay  his 
debts,  the  fact  of  bankruptcy  has  taken  place:  a case 
of  bankruptcy  has  arisen,  whether  there  bealawpio- 
viding  for  it  or  not. 

There  may  be  bankruptcies,  or  cases  of  bank- 
ruptcy'', where  there  are  no  bankrupt  laws  existing. 
Or  bankrupt  laws  may  exist,  w’hich  shall  extend  to 
some  bankruptcies,  or  some  cases  of  bankruptcy, 
and  not  to  others.  We  constantly  speak  of  bank- 
ruptcies happening  among  individuals  without  re- 
ference to  existing  laws.  Bankruptcies,  as  tacts  or 
occurrences,  or  cases,  for  which  congress  is  autho- 
rised to  make  provision,  are  failures.  A learned 
judge  has  said  that  law  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies, in  the  sense  of  the  constitution,  is  alaw  making 
provision  for  cases  of  persons  failing  to  pay  their 
debts.  Over  the  whole  subject  of  these  bankruptcies 
or  these  failures,  the  pow'er  of  congress,  as  it  stands 
on  the  face  of  the  constitution,  is  full  and  complete. 

And  now  let  us  see  how  it  is  that  this  broad  and 
general  power  is,  or  can  be,  limited  by  a supposed 
reference  to  the  English  system.  The  argument  is 
this:  that  members  ot  the  convention,  in  conferring 
the  power  on  congress,  must  be  supposed  to  have 
had  reference  to  the  bankrupt  law  s of  England;  and 
the  bankrupt  laws  of  England,  as  then  existing,  em- 
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braced  only  merchants  and  traders,  and  were  only 
applied  to  debtors  at  the  instance  of  their  creditors; 
therefore,  the  inference  is  said  to  be,  that  traders 
only  should  be  regarded  as  subjects  of  any  bankrupt 
law  to  be  passed  by  congress,  and  that  no  such  law 
should  give  the  debtor  himself  a right  to  become 
bankrupt,  at  his  own  request;  or,  at  least,  that  every 
such  law  should  give  a right  to  the  creditor  to  pro- 
ceed  against  his  debtor.  But  is  this  the  just  analogy? 
Is  this  the  point  of  view  in  which  a general  resem- 
blance of  our  system  and  the  English  system  may 
be  supposed  to  have  been  contemplated?  Clearly 
not,  in  iny  opinion.  Let  it  be  admitted  that  the  fra- 
mers of  the  constitution  looked  to  England  for  a 
general  example;  they  must  be  supposed  neverthe- 
less, to  have  looked  to  the  power  of  parliament,  and 
not  to  the  particular  mode  in  which  that  power  had 
been  exercised,  or  the  particular  law  then  actually 
existing.  The  true  analogy  is,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
between  power  and  power:  the  power  of  parliament, 
and  the  power  of  congress;  and  not  between  the 
power  of  congress  and  any  actually  existing  British 
statute,  which  might  be,  perhaps,  in  many  respects, 
quite  unsuitable  to  our  condition. 

The  members  of  the  convention  did  not  study  the 
British  statutes,  nor  examine  judicial  decisions,  to 
ascertain  the  precise  nature  of  the  actually  existing 
system  of  bankruptcy  in  England.  Still  less  did  the 
people  of  the  U.  States  trouble  themselves  with  such 
inquiries.  All  saw  that  parliament  possessed  and  ex- 
ercised a power  of  passing  bankrupt  laws,  and  of  al- 
tering and  amending  them,  from  time  to  time,  accord- 
ing to  its  own  discretion,  and  the  necessities  of  the 
case.  This  power  they  intended  to  confer  on  congress, 
as  largely,  lor  aught  that  appears,  as  they  saw  it  held 
by  parliament.  The  early  British  statutes  were  not 
confined  to  traders;  later  statutes  were  so  confined; 
and,  more  recently,  again,  changes  have  been  made, 
which  bring  in  very  numerous  classes  of  persons 
who  were  not  esteemed  traders,  in  England,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  I may  add,  that  bankrupt  laws,  properly 
so  called,  or  laws  providing  for  the  cessio  bonorum, 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  in  Scotland,  were 
never  confined  to  traders;  and  while  the  members  of 
ttie  convention  may  be  supposed  to  have  looked  to 
the  example  of  England,  it  is  by  no  means  impro- 
bable that  they  contemplated  also  the  examples  and 
institutions  of  other  countries.  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  was  intended  to  tie  up  the  hands 
of  congress  to  the  establishment  of  that  particular 
bankrupt  system  which  existed  in  England  in  1789; 
and  to  deny  to  it  all  power  of  future  modification 
and  amendment:  it  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to 
say  that  the  United  States  laws  of  copy-right,  of  pa- 
tents for  inventions,  and  many  others,  could  only  be' 
mere  transcripts  of  such  British  statutes  on  the  same 
subjects,  as  existed  in  1789. 

Ttie  great  object  was  to  authorise  congress  to  es- 
tablish a unifoun  system  thoughout  all  the  states. — 
No  state  could  of  itself  establish  such  a system;  it 
couliLonly  establish  a system  for  itself;  and  the  di- 
versities, inconsistencies  and  interferences  of  the 
several  state  systems  had  been  subjects  of  much 
well  grounded  complaint.  It  was  intended  to  give 
congress  the  power  to  establish  uniformity  in  this 
respect;  and  if  the  English  example  was  regarded, 
it  was  regarded  in  its  general  character,  of  a power 
in  parliament  to  pass  laws  on  the  subject,  to  repeal 
them,  and  pass  others,  in  its  discretion,  and  to  deal 
with  the  whole  subject  from  time  to  time,  as  experi- 
ence or  the  exigencies  of  the  public  should  suggest 
or  require.  The  bankrupt  system  of  England,  as  it 
existed  in  1789,  was  not  the  same  which  tiad  previ- 
ously existed,  nor  the  same  which  aftewards  existed 
or  that  which  now  exists.  At  first,  ttie  system  was 
coercive,  and  the  law  a sort  of  criminal  law,  extend- 
ing to  all  persons,  as  well  as  traders.  But  changes 
had  taken  place  before  1789,  and  other  changes,  and 
very  important  changes,  have  taken  place  since.— 
The  system  is  now  greatly  simplified  and  improved, 
and  is  also  made  much  more  extensive,  as  to  those 
whom  it  embraces.  It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that 
it  is  preposterous  to  contend,  that  we  are  to  refuse  to 
ourselves  not  only  the  light  of  our  own  experience, 
and  all  regard  to  our  own  peculiar  situation,  but 
that  we  are  also  to  exclude  from  our  regard  and  no- 
tice all  modern  English  improvements,  and  confine 
ourselves  to  the  English  bankrupt  laws  as  they  ex- 
isted in  1739.  The  power  of  congress  is  given  in 
the  fullest  manner,  and  by  the  largest  and  most  com- 
prehensive terms  and  forms  of  expression;  and  it 
cannot  be  limited  by  vague  presumptions  of  a refe- 
rence  to  other  existing  codes,  or  loose  conjectures 
about  the  intents  of  its  framers,  no  where  expressed 
or  intimated  in  the  instrument  itself,  or  any  contem- 
poraneous exposition. 

I think,  then,  that  congress  may  pass  a law  which 
shall  include  persons  not  traders,  and  which  shall 
include  voluntary  cases  only.  And  I think  further, 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 


[ member  from  New  Jersey  is,  in  effect,  exactly 
against  his  own  argument.  I think  it  admits  all 
that  he  contends  against.  In  the  first  place,  he  ad- 
mits voluntary  bankruptcies,  and  there  were  none 
such  in  England  in  1739.  This  is  clear.  And  in 
the  next  place,  he  admits  any  one  who  will  say  that 
he  has  been  concerned  in  trade;  and  he  maintains, 
and  has  asserted,  that  in  this  country  any  body  may 
say  that.  Any  body,  then,  may  come  in  under  the 
bill.  The  only  difference  is,  he  must  come  in  un- 
der a disguise,  or  in  an  assumed  character.  What- 
ever be  his  employment,  occupation  or  pursuits,  he 
must  come  in  as  a trader,  or  as  one  who  has  been 
concerned  or  engaged  in  trade.  The  honorable 
member  attempts  a distinction  between  traders  and 
those  who  can  say  that  they  have  been  engaged  in 
trade.  I cannot  see  the  difference.  It  is  too  fine 
for  me.  A trader  is  one  concerned  in  trade,  and  to 
be  concerned  in  trade  is  to  be  a trader.  What  is 
the  difference?  But  if  persons  may  be  concerned 
in  trade,  and  yet  not  be  traders,  stiil  such  persons 
were  not  embraced  in  the  English  statutes,  which 
apply  to  trailers  by  name;  and,  therefore,  the  gen- 
tleman’s bill  would  embrace  persons  not  within 
those  statutes  as  they  stood  in  1789. 

The  gentleman’s  real  object  is,  not  to  confine  the 
bill  to  traders,  but  to  embrace  every  body;  and  yet 
he  deems  it  necessary  for  every  person  applying  to 
state,  and  to  swear,  that  he  has  been  engaged  in 
trade.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  both  superfluous 
and  objectionable;  superfluous,  because,  if  we  have 
a right  to  bring  in  persons  under  one  name,  we  may 
bring  in  the  same  person  under  another  name,  or 
by  a general  description;  objectionable,  because  it. 
requires  men  to  state  what  may  very  much  resem- 
ble a falsehood,  and  to  make  oath  to  it.  Suppose  a 
farmer  or  a mechanic  to  fail,  can  he  take  an  oath 
that  he  has  been  engaged  in  trade?  If  the  objection 
to  bring  in  others  than  traders  is  well  founded  in 
ttie  constitution,  surely  mere  form  cannot  remove  it. 
Words  cannot  alter  tilings.  The  constitution  says 
nothing  about  traders.  Set  the  honorable  gentle- 
man’s amendment  requires  all  applicants  to  declare 
themselves  traders;  and,  if  they  will  but  say  so,  and 
swear  so,  it  shall  be  so  received,  and  nobody  shall 
contradict  it.  In  other  words,  a fiction,  not  very  in- 
nocent, shall  he  allowed  to  overcome  a constitutional 
objection.  The  gentleman  has  been  misled  by  a 
false  analogy.  He  has  adopted  an  example  which 
does  not  apply  to  the  case,  and  which  he  yet  does 
not  follow  out.  The  British  statutes  are  confined 
to  traders,  but  then  they  contain  a long  list  of  per- 
sons who  it  is  declared  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be  traders  within  the  acts.  This  list  they  extend, 
from  time  to  time;  and  whenever  any  one  within  it 
becomes  a voluntary  bankrupt,  he  avers,  in  sub- 
stance, that  he  is  a trader,  within  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment. If  it  had  been  necessary,  as  it  is  not,  to  fol- 
low this  example  at  all,  the  gentleman’s  bill  should 
have  declared  all  persons  traders,  for  the  purpose  of 
thi3  act,  and  then  every  body  could  have  made  the 
declaration  without  impropriety,  as,  in  England,  the 
applicant  only  states  that  which  the  law  has  made 
true.  He  declares  himself  a trader,  because  the 
law  has  already  declared  that  he  shall  be  considered 
a trader.  His  conscience,  therefore,  is  protected. 
He  swears  only  according  to  the  act  of  parliament, 
if  he  swear  at  all.  But,  as  the  provision  stands 
here,  it  calls  on  every  one  to  declare  himself  a 
trader,  or  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  trade,  not 
within  the  particular  meaning  or  sense  of  any  act  of 
congress,  but  in  the  usual  and  popular  acceptation 
of  the  word. 

Suppose,  sir,  a cotton  planter,  by  inevitable  mis- 
fortune, by  fire  or  flood,  or  by  mortal  epidemics 
among  his  hands,  is  ruined  in  his  affairs.  Suppose 
he  desires  to  make  a surrender  of  his  property  and 
be  discharged  from  his  debts.  He  will  be  told,  you 
cannot  have  the  benefitofthe  law  as  a cotton  planter; 
it  is  made  only  for  traders,  or  persons  engaged  in 
trade.  Are  you  not  a trader?  No.  I am  no  trader, 
and  was  never  engaged  in  trade.  I bought  my 
land  here,  bought  my  hands  from  Carolina,  have 
bought  stock  from  Kentucky,  and  raised  cotton  and 
sold  it.  But  I never  bought  an  article  to  sell  again. 

I am  no  trader.  But  you  must  swear  that  you  have 
been  engaged  in  trade;  you  must  apply,  not  as 
John  Jones,  esquire,  cotton  planter,  on  the  Red 
river,  but  as  Mr.  John  Jones,  trader,  at  his  store- 
house, at  or  near  the  plantation  of  John  Jones,  esq. 
And  so,  sir,  John  Jones,  the  cotton  planter,  must 
either  remain  as  he  is,  excluded  from  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  altogether,  or  sneak  into  them  under  a 
disingenuous  disguise,  if  it  be  not  something  worse. 

This  attempt,  therefore,  sir,  to  avoid  a supposed 
difficulty,  encounters  two  decisive  objections.  In 
the  first  place,  there  is  no  difficulty  to  be  avoided; 
in  the  second  place,  if  there  was,  this  manner  of 
avoiding  it  would  be  mere  evasion. 

But  now,  sir,  I come  to  a very  important  inquiry. 
The  constitution  requires  us  to  establish  uniform 


laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  if  we  establish 
any.  Now  what  is  this  uniformity,  or  in  what  is  it 
to  consist?  The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  the 
meaning  is  that  the  law  must  give  a coercive  power 
to  creditors,  as  well  as  a voluntary  power  to  debtors. 
That  this  is  the  constitutional  uniformity.  I deny 
this  altogether.  No  idea  of  uniformity  arises  from 
any  sucli  consideration.  The  uniformity  which 
the  constitution  requires  is  merely  a uniformity 
throughout  all  the  states.  It  is  a local  uniformity, 
and  nothing  more.  The  words  are  perfectly  plain, 
and  the  sense  cannot  be  doubted.  The  authority  is, 
to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies throughout  the  United  States.  Can  any 
thing  be  clearer?  To  be  uniform  i3  to  have  one 
shape,  one  fashion,  one  form;  and  our  bankrupt 
laws,  if  we  pass  them,  are  to  have  one  shape,  one 
fashion,  and  one  form,  in  every  state.  If  this  be 
not  so,  what  is  the  sense  of  the  concluding  words  of 
the  clause,  “throughout  the  United  States?”  My 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden) 
has  disposed  of  this  whole  question;  if  there  ever 
could  be  a question  about  it,  by  asking  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  Jersey  what  uniform. 
means  in  the  very  same  clause  of  the  constitution, 
where  the  word  is  applied  to  rules  of  naturalization; 
and  what  it  means  in  a previous  clause,  where  it 
declares  lhat  all  duties  of  impost  shall  b z uniform. 
throughout  the  United  States. 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  discuss  this  point 
further.  If  it  were,  the  whole  history  of  the  con- 
stitution would  show  the  object  of  the  provision. 
Bankrupt  laws  were  supposed  to  be  closely  con- 
nected will)  commercial  regulations.  They  were 
considered  to  be  laws  nearly  affecting  the  inter- 
course, trade  and  dealing  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent states;  and  for  this  reason  it  was  thought 
wise  to  enable  congress  to  make  them  uniform. — 
The  constitution  provided  that  there  should  be  but 
one  coinage,  and  but  one  power  to  fix  the  value  of 
foreign  coins.  The  legal  medium  of  payment, 
therefore,  in  fulfilment  of  contracts,  was  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  fixed,  for  all  the  states,  by  congress,  and 
by  congress  alone;  and  congress,  and  congress  alone, 
was  to  have  the  power  of  providing  a uniform  mode 
in  which  contracts  might  be  discharged  without  pay- 
ment. Look  to  the  discussions  of  the  times;  to  the 
expositions  of  the  constitution  made  to  the  people 
by  its  friends  when  they  urged  its  adoption;  look  to 
all  within  the  constitution,  and  all  without  it;  look 
any  where  or  every  where,  and  you  will  see  one 
and  the  same  purpose,  one  and  the  same  meaning; 
and  that  meaning  cannot  be  more  clearly  expressed 
than  the  words  of  the  clause  themselves  express  it 
— that  laws  to  be  established  by  congress  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies  shall  be  uniform,  throughout 
the  United  Slates. 

Now,  sir,  the  gentleman’s  bill  is  not  uniform. — 
It  proposes  that  there  may  he  one  law  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  another  in  New  Jersey.  The  gentle- 
man’s bill  includes  corporations;  but  then  it  gives 
each  state  a power  to  exempt  its  own  corporations, 
or  any  of  them,  from  the  operation  of  the  law,  if  it 
shall  so  choose.  It  decides  what  shall  be,  in  the 
case  of  banks,  an  act  of  bankruptcy;  but  then  it 
provides  that  any  state'  may  say,  nevertheless,  that 
in  regard  to  its  own  banks,  or  any  of  them,  this  shall 
not  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy. 

Here  is  the  provision: 

^'Provided,  however,  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  apply  to,  or  in  anywise  affect  any  corpora- 
tion or  association  of  persons,  incorporated  or  act- 
ing under  a law  of  any  state  of  the  union,  or  any 
territory  of  the  United  States,  where  such  corpora- 
tion or  association  shall  be  authorised  by  their  char- 
ter, or  any  express  law  of  such  state  or  territory,  to 
do  or  commit  the  act  herein  declared  to  be  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  or  where,  by  any  such  law  of  any  such 
state  or  territory,  the  said  corporation  or  association 
of  persons  shall  or  may  be  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act.” 

Pray,  sir,  what  sort  of  uniformity  is  this?  A uni- 
formity which  consists  in  the  authorised  multiplica- 
tion of  varieties.  Who  will  undertake  to  defend 
legislation  of  this  kind,  under  our  power  to  establish 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  through- 
out the  United  States?  Not  only  is  it  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  plain  text  ol  the  constitution,  but  it  lets 
in  the  very  evils,  every  one  of  them,  which  the  con- 
stitutional provision  intended  to  shut  out.  The 
constitution  says  that  congress  may  establish  uni- 
form laws;  the  gentleman’s  bill  says  that  congress 
may  propose  a law,  at  least  so  far  as  corporations 
are  concerned,  but  that  still  each  state  may  take 
what  it  likes,  and  reject  the  rest;  and  this  he  con- 
tends, is  establishing  a uniform  law. 

I pray,  sir,  where  is  this  power  of  exemption  to 
stop?  If  we  may  authorise  states  to  exempt  their 
corporations,  may  we  not,  with  equal  propriety, 
authorise  them  to  exempt  all  their  citizens?  May 
we  not  say  that  each  state  may  decide  for  itself 
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whether  it  will  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  law, 
when  we  have  passed  it,  or  w'hat  parts  it  will  adopt, 
and  what  parts  it  will  refuse  to  adopl? 

But,  sir,  I must  wait  till  some  attempt  is  made  to 
delend  this  part  of  the  gentleman’s  bill.  I must 
see  some  show  of  propriety,  some  plausibility,  be- 
fore I reason  against  it  further.  In  the  view  I at 
present  have  of  it,  it  appears  to  me  utterly  repug- 
nant to  the  plain  requirements  of  the  constitution, 
••destitute  not  only  of  all  argument  for  its  support, 
but  of  all  apology  also.  I see  nothing  in  it  but 
naked  unconstitutionality. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  these  provisions  were  con- 
stitutional, they  would  still  be  in  the  highest  de- 
gree unjust,  inexpedient  and  inadmissible.  What 
is  the  object  of  bringing  the  banks  into  the  bill  at  all? 
Certainly  there  can  be  no  just  object,  other  than  to 
ensure  the  constant  and  punctual  discharge  of  their 
duties,  by  always  paying  their  notes  on  presentment. 
Clearly  there  can  be  no  object  but  to  prevent  their 
suspensions  of  payment.  And  it  might  be  said 
that  this  object  was  kept  in  view,  if  the  law  were 
uniform,  peremptory,  inflexible,  and  applying  to  all 
banks.  But  when  you  give  the  power  of  exemption 
to  the  states,  you  sanction  the  very  evil  which  you 
propose  to  remedy.  You  profess  to  prescribe  a 
general  rule,  and  yet  authorise  and  justify  its  viola- 
tion. Do  not  the  states  now  exempt,  and  is  not 
that  the  very  evil  from  which  we  suffer?  Is  not 
suspension,  under  the  authority  of  state  exemption, 
the  topic,  the  discussion  of  which  every  day  nearly 
stuns  us  by  its  reverberation  from  the  walls  of  this 
chamber?  The  charters  of  the  banks  are,  in  gene- 
ral, well  enough.  They  require  punctual  specie 
payments,  under  severe  penalties,  and,  in  some 
cases,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture.  But,  under 
the  pressure  of  circumstances,  and  from  a real  or 
supposed  necessity,  the  states  relieve  the  banks 
from  these  penalties,  and  forbear  to  enforce  the  for- 
feitures. And  will  they  not,  most  assuredly,  also 
relieve  the  banks  in  the  same  manner,  ar.d  for  the 
same  reasons,  if  the}'  have  the  power,  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  our  bankrupt  law’  State  permission, 
state  indulgence,  state  exemption,  is  the  very  ground 
on  which  suspension  now  stands,  and  on  which  it 
is  justified.  And  it  is  now  proposed  that  congress 
shall  give  its  authority  and  sanction  to  all  this.  It 
is  proposed  that  congress  shall  solemnly  recognise 
the  principle,  and  approve  and  sanction  the  practice 
of  state  exemption,  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, by  states  authority.  If  the  states  will  not  en- 
force their  own  laws  against  the  banks,  can  any 
one  imagine  that  they  will  see  the  equally  or  still 
more  severe  penalties  of  our  bankrupt  law  enforced, 
while  they  have  the  power  to  prevent  it? 

Some  weeks  ago  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  moved  for  a committee  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  amending  the  constitution,  so  as  to 
insert  a provision  giving  congress  power  to  restrain 
the  circulation  of  small  bank  noles.  I did  not  con- 
cur in  his  measure,  not  thinking  the  constitution 
needed  amendment  in  that  respect,  but  his  argument 
was  quite  intelligible.  He  said  this  abolition  of 
small  bills  could  not  now  be  accomplished,  because 
the  stales  could  not  be  brought  to  act  in  conceit;  yet 
they  might  all  be  brought  to  consent  that  congress 
should  establish  a uniform  rule  upon  the  subject. 
That  was  fair  reasoning  towards  a proper  object.  It 
W'ent  for  uniformity  on  a point  of  great  commercial* 
importance.  But  how  is  it  here?  We  do  not  here 
propose  uniformity,  we  do  not  require  that  one  rule 
may  extend  over  all.  Far  otherwise,  for  we  pro- 
pose to  authorise  difference,  dissonance  and  confu- 
sion. Having  the  power  to  establish  uniformity,  we 
delegate  an  authority  to  create  variety.  Charged 
by  the  constitution  to  establish  one  rule,  we  our- 
selves, instead  of  performing  that  duty,  call  upon 
others  to  establish  different  and  varying  rules.  All 
must  see  to  what  this  leads,  or  rather  what  this  is;  for 
it  is  a measure  which  would  be  perfect  in  its  begin- 
ning, it  would  reach  its  destiny  at  its  commence- 
ment, its  mischievous  tendencies  would  be  accom- 
plished at  its  birth.  The  passage  of  this  bill  would 
add  the  solemn  sanction  of  congress  to  the  sanction 
of  the  states  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks.  That  is  the  practical  sum  and  sub- 
stance, the  long  and  the  short,  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter. 

Sir,  if  our  constitutional  power  enables  us  to  em- 
brace the  banks  in  this  bill,  and  if  we  see  no  insu- 
perable or  greatly  formidable  practical  objections, 
then  I think  we  ought  to  include  them,  and  to  include 
them  all,  without  any  power  of  escape. 

Suppose  the  bill  should  be  made  uniform,  then, 
and  to  include  all  banks,  have  we  the  power,  and  is 
it  expedient,  to  pass  it  in  that  shape? 

On  the  motion  for  a committee,  made  some  time 
ago  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  to  which  I 
have  already  referred,  I suggested  the  opinions  which 
I entertain  on  one  branch  of  the  power  of  congress 
connected  with  this  subject.  The  constitutional 


point,  now  arising,  I do  not  mean  to  treat  nor  to  de- 
cide: it  is  open  to  others,  and  will  no  doubt  be  dis- 
cussed by  them.  But  upon  the  expediency  or  pro- 
priety of  including  banks  and  other  corporations  in 
this  bill,  I will  say  a few  words.  The  state  with 
which  I am  connected  can  have  as  little  objection  to 
include  banks  in  the  bankrupt  bill  as  any  other  state. 
Many  persons  in  Massachusetts,  quite  respectable 
and  well  informed,  are  in  favor  of  ttie  measure.  But 
it  appears  to  me  they  have  not  well  considered  the 
practical  difficulties.  Let  us  look  at  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done. 

There  are  eight  hundred  or  a thousand  state  banks, 
each  with  its  charter  conferring  its  rights,  prescrib- 
ing its  duties,  and  enjoining  penalties.  They  are 
banks  of  deposite,  banks  of  discount,  and  banks  of 
circulation.  It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  they 
are  lawfully  created.  Their  legal  existence  is  es- 
tablished. They  compromise,  I suppose,  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  capital.  Some  of  them  are  founded 
entirely  on  private  ownership,  while  in  some  others 
the  state  creating  them  are  proprietors,  and  in  some 
others  again  the  states  are  sole  proprietors.  Some 
of  them  have  a right  to  suspend  for  a limited  time, 
others  have  not  this  right,  the  charter  of  each  being 
its  own  constitution. 

Such  being  the  general  state  of  things,  it  is  now 
proposed  to  subject  all  these  banks  to  the  operation 
of  a bankrupt  law,  so  that  when  they  stop  payment 
for  a day  or  an  hour,  their  property  and  effects  may 
be  seized  for  distribution  among  their  creditors,  and 
their  operations  broken  up.  It  is  proposed  to  do  this, 
although  the  charters  of  the  banks  may  expressly 
authorise  them  to  do  that  very  thing,  which  is  an 
act  of  bankruptcy  under  this  bill,  and  for  which 
their  property  is  to  be  thus  seized.  Here  iscertain- 
ly  a direct  collision  between  state  authority  and  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  which  ought  to  be 
avoided  whenever  it  can  be.  The  act  of  congress 
in  this  case  would  be  made  to  repeal  or  annul  pro- 
lanlo  the  law  of  the  state.  I do  not  say  that  this 
can  in  no  case  be  done;  but  I say  that  all  such  colli- 
sions ought  to  be  avoided  if  possible. 

It  is  proposed  that  congress  shall  prescribe  duties 
to  the  banks  not  prescribed  by  their  own  charters, 
and  for  the  violation  of  those  duties  thus  prescribed 
by  congress,  it  is  proposed  to'proceed  against  them 
as  bankrupts  and  sequestrate  their  effects,  and  virtu- 
ally annul  their  franchises.  If  this  can  be  done, 
should  it  be  done,  without  clear  and  cogant  necessi- 
ty? Without  wishing  to  represent  the  proposition 
as  extravagant,  or  speaking  of  it  with  disrespect,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  bold,  if  not  rash,  until  a case  of 
absolute  necessity  is  made  out.  What  would  be- 
come of  the  bank  stock  in  case  of  such  seizure  and 
sequestration?  What  extent  of  depression  and  fluc- 
tuation would  attach  to  it,  when  such  a law  should 
be  passed?  What  would  become  of  the  entire  cir- 
culation of  the  country,  if  a general  suspension 
should  happen,  and  all  the  banks  should  be  thus 
seized?  What  would  become  of  the  country,  cre- 
ditors and  debtors,  and  of  all  its  business,  if  a gene- 
ral suspension  should  happen,  and  all  the  banks 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  federal  courts, 
their  paper  entirely  disgraced,  and  an  immediate 
collection  of  all  their  debts  attempted  to  be  entorced? 
What  would  become  of  some  of  "the  states  who  own 
the  banks,  and  others  who  derive  revenues  from 
them?  And  how  could  such  immense  affairs  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  courts  of  the  United  States? 
These  difficulties  appear  to  me  to  be  startling.  If, 
indeed  we  were  quite  confident  that  such  a provi- 
sion would  hereaf  ter  prevent  all  general  suspensions, 
we  might  venture  upon  the  measure.  We  might 
expect  to  be  able  to  deal  with  here  and  there  an  in- 
dividual case.  But  this  provision  is'  not  certain  to 
prevent  general  suspension  in  great  emergencies  or 
great  commercial  revolutions.  Twice,  within  a few 
years,  the  banks  have  suspended,  notwithstanding 
the  penalties  of  their  own  charters,  and  the  laws  of 
their  own  states.  The  real  truth  is,  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  regulation  or  control  by  congress,  the 
banks  have  attempted,  and  do  attempt,  regulation  by 
their  own  concert  of  action.  They  make  a law  for 
themselves. 

A general  supension  is  the  result  of  a general  con- 
currence or  of  a general  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  suspension,  on  the  part  of  all  the  banks,  or  many 
of  them.  This  has  happened,  and  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs  may  happen  again,  notwithstanding 
a bankrupt  law.  In  my  opinion,  indeed,  it  is  cer- 
tain to  happen,  notwithstanding  all  the  bankrupt 
laws  we  can  pass,  until  congress  shall  do  its  duty,  by 
enacting  prospective  and  preventive  remedies;  and 
if  it  should  happen,  one  of  two  things  must  ensue, 
either  congress  would  be  called  together  to  repeal 
the  law,  or  an  utter  and  dead  stop  would  take  place 
in  the  payment  of  debts,  in  the  concerns  of  com- 
merce, and,  indeed,  in  all  the  business  of  life. 

In  addition  to  the  charters,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  several  of  the  states  have  provisions  of  their 


own,  founded  on  their  own  statutes,  for  proceeding 
against  failing  banks.  Such  banks  are  put  into  com- 
mission, or  under  sequestration  by  the  state  courts, 
and  a judicial  administration  and  settlement  of  their 
affairs  take  place.  Is  our  bankrupt  law  expected 
to  supersede  these  state  bankrupt  laws?  Are  our 
courts  to  dispossess  the  state  courts? 

Sir,  I will  not  pursue  this  subject  further.  I re- 
peat that  in  the  part  of  the  country  to  which  I be- 
long, I believe  there  is  a pretty  strong  disposition  to 
include  the  banks  in  the  bankrupt  law.  The  people 
in  that  quarter  apprehended  from  it  no  danger  to 
themselves  or  their  own  institutions,  and  they  wish 
to  see  banks  elsewhere  coerced,  by  the  most  effectu- 
al means  to  resume  and  to  maintain  specie  payments. 

I need  not  say  that  they  are  among  the  greatest  suf- 
ferers by  the  present  most  ruinous  state  of  things. 
They  pay,  and  others  do  not  pay  them.  They  can- 
not long  stand  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  and, 
like  them,  I am  ready  to  take  any  practical  measure, 
any  thing  short  of  convulsive  shocks,  between  state 
authority  and  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  to 
relieve  it.  But  I confess  that,  for  myself,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  constitutional  points,  I see  formida- 
ble difficulties  in  subjecting  state  banks  to  forfeiture 
and  destruction  by  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  At  any 
rate,  if  the  banks  are  to  be  dealt  with  in  bankruptcy 
at  all,  their  case  would  require,  obviously,  very 
many  peculiar  provisions,  and  they  should  constitute 
the  subject  of  a bill  by  themselves.  Such  a bill 
should  be  prospective,  the  commencement  of  its 
operation  deferred,  the  act  of  bankruptcy  more  clear- 
ly determined,  provisions  made  to  avoid,  as  far  as 
possible,  collision  with  state  authorities,  and  provi- 
sions also  for  superseding  the  commission,  on  re- 
sumption of  payment  of  security  given.  Various 
provisions  of  this  kind,  as  it  seems  to  me,  would  be 
essentially  necessary. 

Leaving  this  very  important  part  of  the  case,  ano- 
ther question  arises  upon  the  proposed  amendment. 
Shall  the  bankrupt  act,  in  its  application  to  indivi- 
duals, be  voluntary  only,  or  both  voluntary  and  com- 
pulsory? It  is  well  known  that  I prefer  it  should  be 
both.  I think  all  insolvent  and  failing  persons  should 
have  power  to  come  in  under  its  provisions,  and  be 
voluntary  bankrupts;  and  I think,  too,  that,  as  to 
those  who  are  strictly  merchants  and  traders,  credi- 
tors ought  to  have  a right  to  proceed  against  them, 
in  the  commission  of  the  usual  acts  of  bankruptcy, 
and  subject  them  to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  But 
the  committee  think  otherwise.  They  find  many 
objections  to  this  from  many  parts  of  the  country, 
and  especially  from  the  west.  In  a country  so  ex- 
tensive, with  a people  so  various,  with  such  different 
ideas  and  habits,  in  regard  to  punctuality  in  com- 
mercial dealings,  great  opposition  is  anticipated  to 
any  measure  so  strict  and  so  penal  as  a coercive 
bankruptcy.  I content  myself,  therefore,  with  what 
I can  get.  I content  myself  with  a voluntary 
bankruptcy.  I am  free  to  confess  my  leading  object 
to  be,  to  relieve  those  who  are  at  present  bankrupts, 
hopeless  bankrupts,  and  who  cannot  be  discharged 
or  set  free  but  by  a bankrupt  act  passed  by  congress. 
I confess  that  their  case  forms  the  great  motive  of 
my  conduct.  It  is  their  case  which  has  created  the 
general  cry  for  the  measure.  Not  that  their  interest 
is  opposed  to  the  interest  of  creditors;  still  less  that 
it  is  opposed  to  the  general  good  of  the  country. 
On  the  contrary,  I believe  the  interest  of  creditors 
would  be  greatly  benefited  even  by  a sys.tem  of  vo- 
luntary bankruptcy  alone,  and  I am  quite  confident 
that  the  public  good  would  be  eminently  promoted. 
In  my  judgment,  all  interests  concur;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  providing  relief  for  the  unfortunate  insol- 
vents, in  a manner  thus  lavorable  to  all  interests, 
which  I feel  urging  me  forward  on  this  occasion. 

And  now,  sir,  whence  does  this  duty  arise,  which 
appears  to  me  so  pressing  and  imparative?  How 
has  it  become  so  incumbent  upon  us?  What  are  the 
considerations,  what  the  reasons,  which  have  so  co- 
vered our  tables  with  petitions  from  all  classes  and 
all  quarters,  and  which  have  loaded  the  air  with  such 
loud  and  unanimous  invocations  to  congress  to  pass 
a bankrupt  law? 

Sir,  let  me  remind  you,  in  the  first  place,  thatcom- 
mercial  as  the  country  is,  and  having  experienced, 
as  it  has  done,  and  experiencing,  as  it  now  does,  great 
vicissitudes  of  trade  and  business,  it  is  now  almost 
forty  years  since  any  law  has  been  in  force  by  which 
any  honest  man,  failing  in  business,  could  be  effec- 
tually discharged  from  debt  by  surrendering  his  pro- 
perty. The  former  bankrupt  law  was  repealed 
December  19,  1803.  From  that  day  to  this,  the 
condition  of  an  insolvent,  however  honest  and  wor- 
thy, has  been  utterly  hopeless,  so  far  as  he  depended 
on  any  mode  of  legal  relief  This  state  of  things 
has  arisen  from  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  omission 
by  congress  to  exercise  this  branch  of  its  constitu- 
tional power.  By  the  constitution,  the  states  are 
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prohibited  from  passing  laws  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts.  Bankrupt  laws  impair  the  obligation 
of  contracts,  if  they  discharge  the  bankrupt  from  his 
debts  without  payment.  The  states,  therefore,  can- 
not pass  such  laws.  The  power,  then,  is  taken  away 
from  the  states,  and  placed  in  our  hands.  It  is 
true  that  it  has  been  decided  that,  in  regard  to  con- 
tracts entered  into  after  the  passage  of  any  state 
bankrupt  law,  between  citizens  of  the  state  having 
such  law,  and  sued  in  the  state  courts,  a state  dis- 
charged may  prevail.  So  far,  effects  have  been  given 
to  stale  laws.  I have  great  respect  habitually,  for 
judicial  decisions;  but  it  has,  nevertheless,  I must 
say,  always  apeared  to  me  that  the  distinctions  on 
which  these  decisions  are  founded  are  slender,  and 
that  they  escape,  without  answering,  the  great  poli- 
tical and  commercial  objects  intended  to  be  secured 
by  this  part  of  the  constitution.  But  these  deci- 
sions, whether  right  or  wrong,  afford  no  effectual  re- 
lief. The  qualifications  and  limitations  which  I have 
stated  rendered  them  useless,  as  to  the  purpose  of  a 
general  discharge.  So  much  ol  the  concerns  of 
every  man  of  business  is  with  citizens  of  other 
states  than  his  own,  and  with  foreigners,  that  the 
partial  extent  to  which  the  validity  of  state  dis- 
charges reaches  is  of  little  benefit. 

The  states,  then,  cannot  pass  effectual  bankrupt 
laws:  that  is,  effectual  for  the  discharge  of  the  debtor. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  most,  if  not  all  of  the  states 
would  now  pass  such  laws,  if  they  had  the  power; 
although  their  legislation  would  be  various,  interfer- 
ing, and  full  of  all  the  evils  which  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  intended  to  provide  against. 
But  they  have  not  the  power.  Congress,  which  has 
the  power,  does  not  exercise  it.  This  is  the  pecu- 
liarity of  our  condition.  The  states  would  pass 
bankrupt  laws,  but  they  cannot;  we  can,  but  we 
will  not.  And  between  this  want  of  power  in  the 
states,  and  want  of  will  in  congress,  unfortunate  in- 
solvents are  left  to  hopeless  bondage.  There  are 
probably  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  debtors,  ho- 
nest, sober  and  industrious,  who  drag  out  lives, 
useless  to  themselves,  useless  to  their  families,  and 
useless  to  their  country,  for  no  reason,  but  that  they 
cannot  be  legally  discharged  from  debts,  in  which 
misfortunes  have  involved  them,  and  which  there  is 
no  possibility  of  their  ever  paying.  I repeat,  again, 
that  these  cases  have  now  been  accumulating  for  a 
whole  generation. 

It  is  true,  they  are  not  imprisoned;  but  there  may 
be,  and  there  is,  restraint  and  bondage  outside  the 
walls  of  a jail,  as  well  as  in.  Their  power  of  earn- 
ing is  in  truth  taken  away,  their  faculty  of  useful 
employment  is  paralyzed,  and  hope  itself  becomes 
extinguished,  creditors,  generally,  are  not  inhumane 
or  unkind,  but  there  will  be  found  some,  who  hold 
on,  and  the  more  a debtor  struggles  to  free  himself, 
the  more  they  feel  encouraged  to  hold  on.  Their 
mode  of  reasoning  is,  that  the  more  honest  the  debtor 
may' be,  the  more  industrious,  the  more  disposed  to 
struggle  and  bear  up  against  his  misfortunes,  the 
greater  the  chance  is,  that  in  the  end,  especially 
if  the  humanity  of  others  shall  have  led  them  to 
release  him,  their  own  debts  may  be  finally  reco- 
vered. 

Now,  in  this  state  of  our  constitutional  powers 
and  duties,  in  this  state  of  our  laws,  and  with  this 
actually  existing  condition  of  so  many  insolvents 
before  us,  it  is  not  too  serious  to  ask  every  member 
of  the  senate  to  put  it  to  his  own  conscience  to  say, 
whether  we  are  not  bound  to  exercise  our  constitu- 
tional duty?  Can  we  abstain  from  exercising  it? 
The  states  give  to  their  own  laws  all  the  effect  they 
can.  This  shows  that  they  desire  the  power  to  be 
exercised.  Several  states  have,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  made  known  their  earnest  wishes  to  con- 
gress. If  we  still  refuse,  what  is  to  be  done?  Many 
of  these  insolvent  persons  are  young  men,  with 
young  families.  Like  other  men,  they  have  capa- 
cities, both  for  action  and  for  enjoyment.  Are  we 
to  stifle  all  these,  forever?  Are  we  to  suffer  all 
these  persons,  many  of  them  every  way  meritorious 
and  respectable,  to  be  pressed  to  ihe  earth,  forever, 
by  a load  of  hopeless  debt?  The  existing  diversities 
and  contradictions  of  state  laws  on  the  subject  ad- 
mirably illustrate  the  objects  of  this  part  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  stated  by  Mr.  Madison;  and  they  form 
that  precise  case  for  which  the  clause  was  inserted 
The  very  evil  intended  to  he  provided  against  is  be- 
fore us,  and  around  us,  and  pressing  ns  on  all  sides. 
How  can  we,  how  dare  we,  make  a perfect  dead 
letter  of  this  part  of  the  constitution,  which  we  have 
sworn  to  support?  The  insolvent  persons  have  not 
the  power  of  locomotion.  They  cannot  travel  from 
state  to  state.  They  are  prisoners.  To  my  certain 
knowledge  there  are  many  who  cannot  even  come 
here  to  the  seat  of  the  government,  to  present  their 
petitions  to  congress,  so  great  is  their  fear  that  some 
creditor  will  dog  their  heels,  and  arrest  them  in  some 
intervening  state,  or  in  this  District,  in  the  hope  that 
friends  will  appear  to  save  them,  by  payment  of  the 


debts,  from  imprisonment.  These  are  truths,  not 
creditable  to  the  country,  but  they  are  truths.  I ain 
sorry  for  their  existence.  Sir,  there  is  one  crime, 
quite  too  common,  which  the  laws  of  man  do  not 
punish,  but  which  cannot  escape  the  justice  of  God; 
and  that  is,  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  a debtor, 
by  his  creditor,  with  no  motive  on  earth  but  the  hope 
that  some  friend,  or  some  relative,  perhaps  almost 
as  poor  as  himself,  his  uwtlier,  it  may  be,  or  his  sis- 
ters, or  his  daughters,  will  give  up  ail  their  own  lit- 
tle pittance,  and  make  beggars  of  themselves,  to 
save  him  from  the  hoirors  of  a loathsome  jail.  Hu- 
man retribution  may  not  reach  this  guiit;  human 
feeling  may  not  penetrate  the  flinty  heart  that  per- 
petrates it;  but  an  hour  is  surely  coming,  with  more 
than  human  retribution  on  its  wings,  when  that  flint 
shall  be  melted,  either  by  the  power  of  penitence 
and  grace,  or  in  the  fires  of  remorse. 

Sir,  I verily  believe  that  the  power  of  perpetuat- 
ing debts  against  debtors,  for  no  substantial  good  to 
the  creditor  himself,  and  the  power  of  imprisonment 
for  debt,  at  least  as  it  existed  in  this  country  ten 
year3  ago,  have  imposed  more  restraint  on  personal 
liberty  than  the  isw  of  debtor  and  creditor  imposes 
in  any  other  Christian  and  commercial  country.  I*' 
any  public  good  were  attained,  any  high  political 
object  answered,  by  such  laws,  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  counselling  submission  and  suffer- 
ance to  individuals.  But  the  result  is  bad,  every 
way.  It  is  bad  to  the  public  and  to  the  country, 
which  loses  the  efforts  and  the  industry  of  so  many 
useful  and  capable  citizens.  It  is  bad  to  creditors, 
because  there  is  no  security  against  preferences,  no 
principle  of  equality,  and  no  encouragement  for  ho- 
nest, fair  and  seasonable  assignments  of  effects. 
As  to  the  debtor,  however  good  his  intentions  or 
earnest  his  endeavors,  it  subdues  his  spirits  and  de- 
grades him,  in  his  own  esteem;  and  if  he  attempts 
any  thing  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  food  and 
clothing  for  his  family,  he  is  driven  to  unworthy 
shifts  and  disguises,  to  the  use  of  other  persons’ 
names,  to  the  adoption  of  the  character  of  agent, 
and  various  other  contrivances  to  keep  the  little 
earnings  of  the  day  from  the  reach  of  his  creditors. 
Fathers  act  in  the  name  of  their  sons,  sons  act  in 
the  name  of  their  fathers,  all  constantly  exposed  to 
the  greatest  temptation  to  misrepresent  facts  and  to 
evade  the  law,  if  cieditors  should  strike.  All  this 
is  evil,  unmixed  evil.  And  what  is  it  all  for?  What 
good  to  any  body?  Who  likes  it,  who  wishes  it? 
What  class  of  creditors  desires  it?  What  considera- 
tion of  public  good  demands  it? 

Sir,  we  talk  much,  and  talk  warmly,  of  political 
liberty,  and  well  we  may,  for  it  is  among  the  chief 
of  public  blessings.  But  who  can  enjoy  political 
liberty  if  he  is  deprived,  permanently,  of  personal 
liberty,  and  the  exercise  of  Ids  own  industry  and 
his  own  faculties?  To  those  unfortunate  individuals, 
doomed  to  the  everlasting  bondage  of  debt,  what  is 
it,  that  we  have  free  institutions  of  government? — 
What  is  it,  that  we  have  public  and  popular  assem- 
blies? Nay,  to  them  what  is  even  this  constitution 
itself,  in  its  actual  operation,  and  as  we  now  admi- 
nister that  part  of  it  which  was  intended  for  cases 
like  theiis?  As  we  administer  it,  what  is  its  aspect 
to  them,  but  an  aspect  of  stern,  implicable  severity: 
an  aspect  of  refusal,  denial  and  frowning  rebuke?— 
Nay,  more  than  that,  an  aspect  not  only  of  austerity 
and  rebuke  even,  but  as  they  must  think  it,  of 
plain  injustice  also;  since  it  will  not  relieve  them 
nor  suffer  others  to  give  them  relief.  What  love 
can  they  feel  towards  the  constitution  of  their  couri- 
tiy,  which  has  taken  the  power  of  striking  off  their 
bonds  from  their  own  parental  state  governments, 
and  yet,  inexorable  to  all  the  cries  of  justice  and  of 
mercy,  holds  it,  unexercised,  in  its  own  fast  and 
unrelenting  clench?  They  find  themselves  bonds- 
men, because  we  will  not  execute  the  commands  of 
the  constitution;  bondsmen  to  debt  which  they  cannot 
pay,  and  which  all  know  they  cannot  pay,  and  which 
takes  away  t he  power  of  supporting  themselves. — 
Other  slaves  have  masters,  charged  with  the  duty  of 
support  and  protection;  but  their  masters  neither 
clothe,  nor  feed,  nor  shelter — they  only  bind. 

But,  sir,  lire  fault  is  not  in  the  constitution.  The 
constitution  is  beneficent  as  vvell  as  wise  in* all  its 
provisions  on  this  subject;  but  the  fault,  I must  be 
allowed  to  say,  is  in  us,  we  have  suffeied  ourselves 
quite  too  long  to  neglect  the  duty  incumbent  upon 
us.  The  time  will  come,  sir,  when  we  shall  look 
back  and  wonder  at  the  long  delay  of  this  just  and 
salutary  measure.  We  shall  feel,  as  we  now  feel, 
when  we  reflect  on  that  progress  of  opinion  which 
has  already  done  so  much  on  another  and  aconnect- 
ed  subject;  I mean  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for 
debt.  Whatshould  we  say  at  this  day,  if  it  were  pro- 
posed to  re-establish  arrest  and  imprisonment  for 
debt,  as  it  existed  in  most  of  the  states,  even  so  late 
as  twenty  years  ago?  I mean  for  debt  alone,  for 
mere  pure  debt,  without  charge  or  suspicion  of  fraud 
or  falsehood? 


Sir,  it  is  about  that  length  of  time,  I think,  since 
you  who  now  preside  over  our  deliberations,  began 
here  your  efforts  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment 
for  debt;  and  a better  work  was  never  begun  in  the 
capitol.  Ever  remembered  and  ever  honored  be  that 
noble  effort!  You  drew  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  the  question,  whether,  in  a civilized  and  Christian 
country,  debt,  incurred  without  fraud,  and  remain- 
ing unpaid  without  fault,  is  a crime,  and  a crime  fit 
to  be  punished  by  denying  to  the  offender  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  light  of  heaven,  and  shutting  him  up 
within  four  walls.  Your  own  good  sense,  and  that 
instinct  of  right  feeling,  which  often  outruns  sagaci- 
ty, carried  you  at  once  to  a result  to  which  o?hers 
were  more  slowly  brought,  but  to  which  nearly  all 
have  at  length  been  brought,  by  reason,  reflection 

arid  argument.  Your  movement  led  1 he  way it 

became  an  example,  and  has  had  poweiful  effect  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  Imprisonment  for  mere 
debt,  or  even  arrest  and  holding  to  hail  for  mere 
debt,  no  longer  exists  in  England,  and  former  laws 
on  the  subject  have  been  greally  modified  and  miti- 
gated, as  we  all  know  in  our  states.  “Abolition  of 
imprisonment  tor  debt,”  your  own  words  in  the  title 
of  your  own  bill,  have  become  the  title  of  an  act  of 
parliament. 

Sir,  I am  glad  of  an  occasion  to  pay  you  the  tri- 
bute of  my  own  sincere  respect  lor  these  your  labors 

in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  enlightened  policy. 

For  these  labors  thousands  of  grateful  hearts  have 
thanked  yon;  and  other  thousands  of  hearts,  not  yet 
full  of  joy  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  hopes, 
full  rather  at  the  present  moment  of  deep  and  dis- 
tressing anxiety,  have  yet  the  pleasure  to  know  that 
your  advice,  your  counsel  and  your  influence,  will 
all  be  given  in  favor  of  what  is  intended  for  their  re- 
lief,  in  the  bill  before  us. 

Mr.  President,  let  us  atone  for  the  omissions  of 
the  past  by  a prompt  and  efficient  discharge  of  pre- 
sent duty.  The  demand  for  this  measure  is  not 
partial  or  local.  It  comes  lo  us,  earnest  and  loud, 
from  all  classes  and  all  quarters.  The  lime  is  come 
when  we  must  answer  it  to  our  own  breasts  if  we 
suffer  longer  delay  or  postponement.  High  hopes, 
high  duties  and  high  responsibilities  concentrate 
themselves  on  this  measure  and  this  moment  — 
With  a power  to  pass  a bankrupt  law — that  power 
which  no  other  legislature  in  the  country  possesses 
with  a power  of  giving  relief  to  many,  doing  injus- 
tice to  none,  I again  ask  every  man  who  hears  me, 
if  he  can  content  himself  without  an  honest  attempt 
to  exercise  that  power?  We  may  think  it  would  be 
belter  to  have  left  the  power  with  the  states,  but  it 
was  not  left  with  the  states;  they  have  it  not,  and 
we  cannot  give  it  to  them.  It  is  in  our  hands,  to 
be  exercised  by  us,  or  to  be  forever  useless  and  life- 
less. Under  these  circumstances,  does  not  every 
man’s  heart  tell  him  that  lie  has  a duty  to  discharge? 
If  ihe  final  vote  shall  be  given  this  day,  and  if  that 
vote  shall  still  leave  thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens 
and  their  families  in  hopeless  ar.d  helpless  distress, 
to  everlasting  subjection  to  irredeemable  debt,  can 
we  go  to  our  beds  with  satisfied  consciences?  Can 
we  lay  our  heads  upon  our  pillows,  and,  without 
self-reproach,  supplicate  the  Almighty  mercy  to 
forgive  us  our  debts  even  as  we  aiso  forgive  our 
tlebtois?  Sir,  let  us  meet  the  unanimous  wishes  of 
the  country,  and  proclaim  relief  to  the  unfortunate 
throughout  all  the  land.  What  should  hinder? — 

What  should  stay  our  hands  from  this  good  work? 

Creditors  do  not  oppose  it;  they  apply  for  it;  debtors- 
solicit  it  with  importunity,  earnestness  and  anxiety 
not  to  he  described;  the  constitution  enjoins  it,  and 
all  the  considerations  ofjusiice,  policy  and  propriety, 
which  are  wrapped  up  in  the  phrase  public  duty, 
demand  it,  as  1 think,  and  demand  it  loudly  and  im- 
peratively from  our  hands.  Sir,  let  us  gratify  the 
whole  country,  for  once,  with  the  joyous  clang  of 
chains,  joyous  because  heard  falling  from  the  limbs 
of  men.  The  wisest  among  those  whom  I address 
can  desire  nothing  more  beneficial  than  this  mea- 
sure, or  more  universally  desired;  and  he  who  is 
youngest  may  not  expect  to  live  long  enough  to  see 
a better  opportunity  of  causing  new  pleasures  and 
a happiness  long  untasted  to  spring  up  in  Ihe  hearts 
of  the  poor  and  the  humble.  How  many  husbands 
and  fathers  are  looking  with  hopes  which  they  can- 
not suppress,  and  yet  hardly  dare  to  cherish,  for  the 
result  of  this  debate?  How  many  wives  and  mo- 
thers will  pass  sleepless  and  feverish  nights,  until 
they  know  whether  ttiey  and  their  families  shall  be 
raised  from  poverty,  despondency  and  despair,  and 
reslored  again  to  the  circles  of  industrious,  inde- 
pendent and  happy  life! 

Sir,  let  it  be  to  Ihe  honor  of  congress  that,  in  these 
days  of  political  strife  and  controversy,  we  have 
laid  aside  for  once  t he  sin  that  most  easily  besets  us, 
and,  with  unanimity  of  counsel  and  with  singleness 
of  heart  and  of  purpose,  have  accomplished  for  our 
country  one  measure  of  unquestionable  good. 
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May  28.  Mr.  Davis  presented  a petition  from 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  asking  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Provincetown. 

Mr.  Knight,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  entitled 
“an  act  concerning  the  prisoners  of  the  United 
States  committed  to  jail  in  the  county  of  Provi- 
dence, in  Rhode  Island.” 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  bill  authorising  the 
state  to  tax  any  lands  within  their  limits  sold  by 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Norvell  argued  briefly  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
tending  to  eli'ect  an  equality  among  the  states  highly 
desirable. 

Mr.  Young  persisted  further  on  the  great  impor- 
tance, at  this  crisis,  of  the  states  availing  them- 
selves of  all  possible  resources  to  maintain  their 
credit. 

Mr.  King  remarked  that  this  five  years’ exemp- 
tion from  taxes  was,  in  a manner,  forced  on  the 
new  states  entering  the  union;  and  in  his  own  state, 
when  admitted,  the  convention  was  opposed  to  this 
exemption,  but  considered  it  better  to  acquiesce  in 
it  than  remain  as  a territory.  Mr.  K.  thought  it 
best  that  it  should  be  annulled,  if  this  government 
were  now  willing  to  surrender  the  privilege. 

Mr.  While  showed,  from  the  authentic  docu- 
ments, that  this  five  years’  exemption  from  taxes 
was  almost  the  sole  consideration  on  which  not 
only  the  five  per  cent,  fund  for  roads,  &c.  was  re- 
served to  the  new  states,  but  on.  which,  also,  the 
16th  sections  for  schools  and  other  important  grants 
were  made  to  the  new  states.  He  argued,  there- 
fore, that  to  rescind  this  exemption  from  taxes,  in 
any  way,  was  to  withdraw  the  actual  basis  on 
which  these  important  concessions  to  the  new 
states  rested.  But  let  that  be  as  it  might,  the  pro- 
posed measure  would  certainly  have  the  effect  to 
confirm  the  doubtful  in  congress  in  undoubting  op- 
position to  the  Cumberland  road  and  other  similar 
improvements.  Mr.  W.  also  argued  further,  at 
much  length,  that  the  bill  was,  in  other  respects, 
inexpedient  and  undesirable. 

Mr.  Sevier  characterised  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
White,  as  suitable  only  to  a member  from  the  old 
states;  and  he  argued  to  show  that  the  exemption 
was  practically  beneficial  to  speculators  only,  and 
could  not  benefit  new  settlers,  whose  personal  ef- 
fects could  be  reached  and  taxed  by  the  states,  in 
spite  of  the  exemption  of  their  lands  from  taxation. 

The  debate  was  further  and  long  continued  by 
Messrs.  Buchanan,  Sevier,  Hubbard,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Tappan  and  Robmson,  till  the  two  morning 
hours  expired. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  question  being  on  Mr. 
Strange’s  first  amendment,  making  Mr.  Wall’s  sub- 
stitute extend  expressly  to  all  classes  of  persons — 
Mr.  Wall  was  understood  to  modify  his  substi- 
tute, by  changing  the  words  “engaged  in  trading” 
to  the  words  “engaged  in  buying  or  selling  ” He 
also  remarked  that  he  regarded  the  proposed  amend- 
ment as  falal  to  the  substitute. 

Messrs.  Wall,  Strange,  Walker  and  Webster  re- 
newed and  long  continued  the  debate  of  yesterday 
on  traders,  trading,  and  other  technicalities  on  cri- 
tical and  uncritical  distinctions,  &c.  and  something 
on  the  history  and  nature  of  I he  law  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Strange’s  first  amendment,  extending  the 
substitute  expressly  to  all  classes  of  persons,  whe- 
ther traders  or  not,  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

Y’EAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson, 
King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholas, Norvell,  Porter,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smiih,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Webster,  Wright — 37. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Hubbard,  Wall,  Williams — 3. 

Mr.  Strange,  offered  his  second  amendment, 
which  was,  to  strike  from  the  substitute  all  prefer- 
ences in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  a bankrupt, 
except  the  long  customary  preference  in  favor  oi 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Southard  said  he  would  like  to  know  on 
what  ground  this  preference  to  the  United  States 
rested? 

Mr.  Strange,  said  the  substitute,  as  proposed  to 
be  amended,  would  leave  the  United  States  just 
where  they  were. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  willingness  that  this 
preference  should  cease;  but  he  assigned  as  a rea- 
son for  it,  that  nearly  all  the  debls  to  the  United 
States  were  on  custom  house  bonds,  the  sureties 
for  which  had  signed  them  under  the  expectation 
that  the  claims  of  the  United  States  on  the  debtor 
would  have  a preference.  But  if  this  expectation, 


was  cut  off  as  to  all  future  bonds,  it  would  merely 
make  the  sureties  more  cautious  in  signing,  with- 
out doing:  either  party  any  injustice. 

Mr.  Buchanan  added,  as  another  reason,  that 
some  preferences  would,  in  spite  of  law,  be  usually 
made  by  the  debtor,  and  the  United  States  would 
be  made  by  him  the  last  of  all,  unless  by  their  own 
act  they  should  make  themselves  the  first. 

Mr.  Walker  remarked  that  the  withdrawing  of 
this  preference,  without  4ual^'ca*'on>  from  the 
United  States,  might  dissolve  the  obligation  of  all 
bonds  heretofore  given  to  the  United  States,  and 
would  be  unjust. 

Mr.  Wright  insisted  on  this  preference  to  the 
United  States  as  indispensable,  and  was  understood 
also  to  argue  in  favor  of  extending  it  to  the  respec- 
tive states. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  argued  in  favor  of  strik- 
ing out  all  preference  as  odious  and  unjust. 

Mr.  Merrick  was  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  re- 
spective states  were  stricken  out,  then  the  United 
States  should  be  also. 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  against  all  preferences,  as  odi- 
ous, and  suggested  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
that  to  the  United  States,  at  the  same  time  making 
a provision  to  secure  past  debts  to  the  United 
States  that  were  incurred  under  the  expectation  of 
this  preference. 

Mr.  Mouton  said  it  would  have  given  him  great 
pleasure  to  vote  against  this  measure  in  every  form, 
had  he  not  been  instructed  by  his  legislature  to 
vote  for  such  a measure.  But  if  this  amendment 
prevailed,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  measure,  and 
he  proceeded  to  show  in  what  particulars  it  would 
be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  his  state. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Strange,  to  obviate  these  difficulties  supposed  by 
Mr.  Mouton, 

Mr.  Strange’s  second  amendment,  giving  prefer- 
ence alone  to  the  United  States,  was  agreed  to 
without  a division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange,  the  senate  adjourned. 
May  29.  After  the  presentation  of  some  memo- 
rials and  petitions  of  a private  nature,  and  several 
reports  from  committees  on  private  claims, 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  the  bill  from  the  house  to  carry 
into  effect  a convention  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Mexican  republic. 

Also,  a joint  resolution  from  the  same  committee, 
authorising  the  sale  of  the  lion  and  lioness  sent  to 
the  president  by  the  emperorof  Morocco,  and  of  the 
Arabian  horses,  &c.  sent  by  the  imaum  of  Muscat, 
the  proceeds  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  treasury; 
which  resolution  having  been  read  twice,  and  com- 
ing under  consideration, 

Mr.  Tappan  moved,  or  suggested,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds should,  in  some  form  or  other,  be  returned  to 
the  donors. 

Mr.  Buchanan  stated  that  the  consul  at  Morocco 
had  peremptorily  refused  the  emperor’s  present, 
who  told  him  that  the  refusal  would  have  cost  him 
his  head,  if  he  (the  emperor)  were  president  of  the 
United  States.  The  lions  were  afterw’ards  sent  to 
the  house  of  the  consul;  who  still  refusing,  the 
nephew  of  the  emperor,  who  brought  them,  said  he 
must  either  leave  them  or  lose  his  head,  and  he 
would  therefore  turn  them  loose,  and,  on  his  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  the  consul  received  them. 

The  imaum  of  Muscat,  on  being  told  that  the 
president  could  not  receive  his  presents,  said  he 
would  send  them  to  congress;  and  when  told  that 
they  could  not  receive  them,  he  asked  who  ruled  in 
America. — 'I  he  answer  was,  the  people;  and  he  ac- 
cordingly sent  them  to  the  grand  sultans  of  the  U. 
States,  the  people. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the 
expense  of  keeping  and  importation,  Mr.  B.  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  Young  suggested  the  propriety  of  giving 
them  to  some  institution. 

Mr.  Mien  said  this  was  a new  move  in  behalf  of 
individual  associations. 

The  resolution,  as  reported,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The*  bill  asking  the  holding  of  a court  at  Jack- 
son,  in  West  Tennessee,  was  also  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  a corres- 
pondence between  the  district  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Delaware  district  and  the  war  depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  proceedings  which  have  been  taken 
for  the  recovery  of  the  Pea  Patch  island;  and  the  cor- 
respondence betvyeen  the  persons  claiming  the  said 
Pea  Patch,  or  their  agents,  and  the  deparment,  since 
the  1st  of  March,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the 
laws  in  relation  to  seamen  discharged  in  foreign  ports. 


The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  next  important  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Strange  was  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  substi- 
tute which  enables  the  states,  in  any  way,  to  coun- 
teract any  of  the  provisions  of  the  substitute  in 
regard  to  banks  and  other  state  corporations,  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  as  were  also  several  other 
amendments  of  Mr.  Strange,  which  were  verbal, 
unimportant,  or  which  went  to  make  the  parts  of 
the  substitute  consistent,  of  which  the  most  impor- 
tant was  to  strike  out  a requisition  that  the  as- 
signees should  deposite  the  money  in  bank. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
substitute  which  refused  its  privileges  to  any  ona 
who  at  any  one  time  during  a month  before  his  ap- 

lication  should  have  lost dollars  by  betting  or 

gambling.  This  motion,  after  a short  conversation, 
was  negatived,  by  ayes  8,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  word  “month,”in 
the  above,  was  stricken  out,  and  “year”  inserted. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  to  fill  the  above  blank  with 
$ 50,000 . Negatived. 

Mr.  Strange  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $50. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause, 
because  he  thought  it  made  improper  discrimination 
and  could  have  little  or  no  effect. 

This  motion  was  briefly  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Webster,  Tallmadge,  Dixon,  Walker  and  Mien,  as 
the  clause  was  insufficient  and  inequitable,  or  an 
attempt  to  legislate  on  public  morals,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Wright,  Merrick  and  Porter,  as  impor- 
tant to  the  measure. 

The  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas 
and  nay3,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Henderson.  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane, 
Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Webster — 21. 

NAYS — Messls.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hutibart.  Knight, 
Merrick,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Strange,  Sturgeon,  Williams,  Wright — 18. 

Motions  were  successively  made  by  Messrs. 
Tallmadge  and  Norvell,  (who  on  objection  with- 
drew them),  and  by  Mr.  Strange,  to  strike  out  the 
twenty-fourth  section  of  the  substitute,  which  de- 
clared all  preferences  given  by  the  debtor  null  and 
void.  An  irregular  conversation  followed  these  mo- 
tions, in  the  midst  of  which  the  action  on  the  sub- 
ject was  suspended;  and  after  an  executive  session, 
the  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

June  1,  Mr.  Wright  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  N.  York,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bills  on  bankruptcy  now  before  the  se- 
nate, remonstrating  against  the  release  of  any  debt- 
or, without  the  consent  of  at  least  as  many  of  his 
creditors  as  held  claim  to  something  more  than  half 
his  debts.  Praying,  also,  that  any  debtor  should  not 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  law  if  his  accounts  could 
not  be  correctly  made  out  from  his  books  and  pa- 
pers; nor  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  an  abuse  of  trust 
funds.  It  also  remonstrated  against  leaving  any 
power  with  the  several  states  to  counteract  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  proposed  bankrupt  law.  Mr. 
W.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Aftersome  remarks  from  Messrs.  Webster,  Wright, 
Cuthbert  and  Wall,  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Tioga  county,  Ohio,  setting  forth  ihe  importance 
of  the  domestic  production  of  silk,  and  praying  a 
protective  duty  on  the  foreign  article. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Strange’s  motion  to 
strike  out  the  24th  section  of  the  substitute,  which 
declared  null  and  void  all  payments,  transfers,  & c. 
made  by  a debtor,  (expecting  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  act),  with  a view  to  give  any  creditor  prefe- 
rence over  others;  and  which  also  declared  null 
and  void  all  such  transfers,  &c.  made  to  any  person 
or  persons  “not  being  a bona  fide  creditor,  for  a va- 
luable consideration” — 

Mr.  Strange,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster, 
modified  his  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  only  the  for- 
mer clause  of  the  seclion,  relating  to  preferences. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said  that  when  he  moved  on  Fri- 
day to  strike  out  this  section,  it  was  merely  with  a 
view  to  present  a substitute  for  it,  which  lie  deem, 
ed  less  exceptionable,  and  which  he  now  presented; 
and  it  was  read  for  information. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  clause  proposed 
to  be  striken  out  was  amended  by  inserting  the 
word  “fraudulent”  before  “preference,”  and  by  ad- 
ding a provision  that  such  payments,  transfers,  &g. 
should  be  valid  if  made  more  than months  be- 
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fore  the  declaration  of  bankruptcy,  and  the  party 
not  knowing  an  inlention  of  such  declaration. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  striking  out  this 
first  clause, as  amended,  the  motion  (by  Mr.  Strange) 
was  negatived,  by  ayes  9,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  latter  clause  of 
the  section  relating  to  transfers,  &c.  to  those  who 
are  not  bona  fide  creditors,  was  stricken  out. 

Pending  the  above  motions,  there  was  a brief  but 
intricate  legal  discussion  by  Messrs.  Crittenden, 
Webster,  Prentiss,  Wright,  Strange  and  Phelps. — 
Two  or  three  other  trivial  amendments  having  been 
made  to  the  substitute — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  it  relating  to  banking  institutions,  and 
made  a few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  this  motion  was  very  vital  to 
the  question,  and,  at  his  request,  (he  wishing  to 
speak),  the  action  on  the  bill  was  suspended,  and 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  2.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  presented 
the  credentials  of  the  hon.  Jabez  W.  Huntington, 
senator  elect  from  Connecticut,  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  late  Mrl  Betts.  Mr.  H.  was  then  duly 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Several  private  bills  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives were  read,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  memorial 
of  general  James  C.  Reynolds,  late  postmaster  at 
Reynoldsburg,  Ohio.  Mr.  C.  stated  that  he  had 
been  requested  to  present  this  petition  after  other 
senators  had  been  requested  and  had  declined  to  pre- 
sent it;  and  which  he  accordingly  now  presented, 
though  he  was  aware  that  the  petitioner,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  could  have  no  practical  reme- 
dy. The  case  was  one  of  a respectable  man,  high 
in  office  in  the  militia  of  (he  country",  having  been 
dismissed  from  his  office  of  deputy  postmaster  by 
another  subordinate  officer,  the  late  postmaster  ge- 
neral. And  when  through  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  he  applied  at  the  department  to 
learn  the  reasons  for  his  dismissal,  the  answer  was, 
that  representations  had  been  made  which  showed 
the  dismissal  to  be  proper;  but  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral did  not  choose  to  throw  any  light  on  those  re- 
presentations, or  to  state  the  reasons  for  his  dis- 
missal. This  Mr.  C.  emphatically  described  as  an 
injury,  not  merely  on  account  of  the  party  being 
deprived  of  his  emoluments,  but  more  especially 
on  account  of  the  clandestine  stain  thus  put  upon 
his  character,  and  the  injustice  done  him  by  refusing 
him  all  opportunity  to  vindicate  his  character.  And 
if,  as  was  probable,  he  was  dismissed  for  a difference 
in  political  opinion,  the  case  was  no  better.  Mr. 
C.  spoke  with  great  earnestness  against  the  exis- 
tence and  the  exercise  of  so  irresponsible  a power, 
which  relused  even  the  reasons  for  its  arbitrary 
measures.  In  connexion  with  this  Mr.  C.  read  the 
paragraph  from  a Baltimore  paper,  (in  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  May  2d),  in  regard  to  ttie  court  of 
inquiry  at  Barnum’s  under  the  direction  of  general 
Wool.  This  Mr.  C.  characterised  as  mosr  extraor- 
dinary, and  as  tending  to  the  most  detestable  re- 
sults. Regretting  that  in  this  case  there  could  be 
no  remedy,  Mr.  C moved,  as  the  only  disposition 
that  could  be  made  of  the  memorial,  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Men,  with  great  emphasis,  denounced  the 
notion  of  once  in  office,  always  in  office,  and,  from 
the  fact  that  every  effort  is  made  to  remove  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  and  other  representa- 
tive officers,  he  argued  with  great  earnestness  that 
it  was  perfectly  proper  to  remove  all  officers  what- 
ever, differing  in  opinion  from  the  party  in  power; 
and  he  quoted  Washington  as  authority  in  favor  of 
this  doctrine.  The  removals  of  this  and  the  late 
administrations,  he  insisted,  had  not  been  one-tenth 
of  what  were  demanded  by  the  people.  Mr.  A 
also  made  a wholesale  denunciation  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Clay  denied  that  he  had  said  any  thing  in  fa- 
vor of  perpetual  tenure  ol  office.  The  only  com- 
plaint was,  that  the  officer  was  dismissed  without 
cause,  or  at  least  without  the  assignment  of  cause, 
and  without  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  vindicate 
himself;  the  tendency,  if  not  the  aim,  of  which  was 
to  leave  a stigma  on  his  character.  Mr.  C.  charac- 
terised, somewhat  satirically,  the  confounding  of  a 
dismissal  from  office  by  the  votes  of  the  people, 
with  a case  like  this,  of  an  arbitrary  dismissal  of  one 
subordinate  officer  by  another,  without  cause  and 
without  a hearing;  and  he  again  denounced  the  ex- 
istence and  the  exercise  of  such  an  irresponsible 
power  as  utterly  abhorent  to  the  genius  of  our  free 
institutions,  and  inconsistent  with  their  continuance. 
One  or  the  other  must  fall.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the 
fact  that,  in  a government  like  ours,  if  one  party 
used  unfair  means,  fraud  and  falsehood,  they  would 
more  or  less  be  met  by  their  own  weapons.  The 
proper  question  them  was,  not  who  now  dismissed 
from  office,  but  what  party  first  made  use  of  this 


means  for  carrying  their  points.  The  question  was, 
who  began  this  foul  play,  and  what  was  its  correc- 
tive? And,  as  to  who  began  it,  Mr.  C.  defied  the 
senator  from  Ohio  to  point  to  one  case  under  the 
administration  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  of  dismissal 
from  office  for  political  opinions.  As  to  the  banks, 
they  were  now  before  the  senate,  on  a measure 
which  the  senator’s  political  friends  had  the  power 
to  carry  here,  and,  if  carried  every  where,  it  would 
doubtless  destroy  them. 

Mr.  Allen  insisted  that  legislators  were  not  now 
free  to  legislate  for  the  good  of  the  people.  They 
were  bank  bound,  and  the  whole  country  was  so 
implicated  with  the  banks  that  it  would  ruin  it  to  de- 
stroy them  at  once.  The  banks  held  in  their  grasp 
and  were  now  strangling  the  people,  and  they  had 
reduced  one-half  the  price  of  labor  and  of  property. 
Mr.  A.  passed  a grand  encomium  on  the  magna- 
nimous and  open  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  then 
avalanched  off  on  general  Harrison  and  the  Harris- 
burg convention,  as  having  swerved  to  the  opposite 
extreme.  The  convention  had  concealed  their  po- 
litical sentiments,  and  had  taken  measures  to  “gag” 
general  Harrison.  On  this  theme,  Mr.  A.  expa- 
tiated long  and  loud;  and  he  characterised  the  cry 
of  “log  cabin”  and  “hard  cider”  as  ignominious, 
and  as  tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  in  vindicating  general  Washing- 
ton, read  from  one  of  his  letters  the  declaration  that, 
in  his  appointments  to  office,  he  should  be  influenc- 
ed solely  by  considerations  of  ability,  integrity  and 
fitness  for  the  office.  He  also  denied  that  the  senti- 
ments of  gen.  Harrison,  or  of  the  Harrisburg  conven- 
tion, were  at  all  concealed.  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  proclaimed  all  over  the  country,  and  general 
Harrison’s  opinions  were  well  known  on  all  impor- 
tant questions,  even  on  abolition  and  the  banks. 
And  Mr.  C.  thought  it  strange  that  a member  from 
Ohio,  so  much  indebted  to  gen.  Harrison,  should 
rise  up  here  to  abuse  and  vilify  him. 

Mr.  Allen.  Wherein? 

Mr.  Crittenden.  In  representing  him  as  meanly 
concealing  his  sentiments,  and  as  being  controlled 
by  a cabal. 

Mr.  Allen.  I will  prove  it  all. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  As  to  “log  cabin”  and  “hard 
cider,”  that  originated  in  ways  of  ridicule,  in  one 
of  the  organs  of  the  administration,  (federal  organs, 
Mr.  C.  would  hearafter  call  them);  and  these 
phrases  of  reproach,  like  Yankee  Doodle  of  old, 
were  taken  up  by  the  friends  of  Harrison,  and  were 
now  used  as  the  war-cry  of  triumph. 

Mr.  Allen,  in  reply,  had  read  an  extract  from  one 
of  Washington’s  letters,  saying  that  it  was  like  po- 
litical suicide  for  an  administration  to  appoint  offi- 
cers that  disapproved  of  its  leading  measures.  Also, 
an  extract  from  a Harrisburg  committee,  in  which 
they  represented  as  unnecessary  and  inexpedient 
for  the  convention  or  gen.  Harrison  to  make  a for- 
mal expose  of  their  sentiments,  since  they  were  al- 
ready well  known  throughout  the  country. 

The  subject  was  here  dropped  till  to-morrow. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  to  strike  out  all 
relating  to  banks — Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  views 
at  large,  and  said  he  should  vote  for  the  striking 
out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  banks  wa3  then 
put,  and  decided  as  lollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Huntington,  Henderson,  King,  Knight, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Phelps.  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Web=ter — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Pierce,  Roane,  Smith, of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams, Wright — 16. 

Mr.  Crittenden  now  tnovpd  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee.  Mr.  Webster  spolc  briefly  in  fa- 
vor of  this  motion,  in  order  that  the  compulsory 
clause  might  be  modified  before  the  final  vote  upon 
it.  Messrs.  Grundy  and  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in 
favor  of  first  taking  the  question  on  the  admission 
of  the  principle  of  compulsion  at  all  into  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  C.  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  compulsory 
portion  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  adjourned. 
June  3,  Mr.  Norvell  presented  a memorial  from 
the  legislature  of  Michigan,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion of  money  to  malje  a ship  canal  around  the  falls 
of  St.  Marie. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on  the 
militia,  made  a voluminous  report  iti  relation  to  the 
militia,  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  that  he  desired  to  say 
before  the  question  was  taken,  that  the  report  had 
been  read  this  morning  in  the  committee  room,  by 
the  chairman;  that  it  was  lengthy,  and  detailed 
much  of  the  history  of  the  subject  Irom  the  founda- 
tion of  the  government;  and,  as  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, he  had  not  been  prepared  to  speak  as  to  the 
historical  facts,  nor  could  he  say  that  he  concurred 
in  that  part  of  the  report.  He  wished  to  be  under- 
stood merely  as  concurring  with  the  majority  of  the 
committee  in  the  resolution  to  which  they  had  come, 
which  is,  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  as  he  entirely 
disapproved  of  the  plan  suggested  by  the  secretary 
of  war  for  (he  organization  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  concerning  prisoners  of  the  United 
States  committed  to  jail  in  the  county  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island;  which  bill  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
W.  w'as  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  a copy  of  captain  Sanders’ 
report  of  Feb.  26,  1840,  on  the  practicability  of  lmprov- 
ing.tbe  falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 

The  memorial,  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay, 
from  the  late  postmaster  at  Reynoldsburg,  Ohio, 
coming  again  under  consideration;  was,  after  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Allen  and  Crittenden,  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  hour  being  late,  Mr.  Clay  declined  speaking 
at  this  time  on  the  subject  of  the  system  of  bank^ 
ruptcy,  and  it  was  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

After  an  executive  session  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  28.  The  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour  wa3  the  question  of  order,  hereto- 
fore, raised,  in  relation  to  a report  made  by  Mr. 
Hillen,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  repealing 
the  pilate  law';  and  the  reception  of  which  had  been 
objected  to  by  Mr.  Curtis,  on  the  ground  that  the 
committee  had,  subsequent  to  agreeing  to  the  re- 
poi  t,  reconsidered  the  vote  thereon,  and  agreed  upon 
a report  of  a directly  adverse  character. 

And  the  question  of  order  beiqg,  whether  a stand- 
ing committee  of  the  house,  having  once  agreed  to 
a report,  and  ordered  it  to  be  made  to  the  house, 
could  afterwards  reconsider  the  vote  thereon  with  a 
view  to  present  a report  of  a different  character,  the 
affirmative  was  argued  at  length  by  Messrs.  Tilling- 
hast,  Kyall  and  Habersham — the  latter  of  whom  en- 
tered into  a statement  of  facts  attending  the  report 
in  committee. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  obtained  the  floor, 
but,  the  hour  having  elapsed,  the  house  passed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Triplett  (objection  having  been  made)  mov- 
ed a suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling him  to  report  the  following  bill,  which,  he 
said,  he  reported  with  the  assent  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Lincoln  inquired  by  what  authority  the  chair- 
man of  the  eoinmiitee  on  public  lands  dispensed 
favors  of  this  kind?  Mr.  Triplett.  No  favor,  sir;  it 
is  a right. 

The  bill  was  then  read  for  information  as  follows: 
A bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  supple- 
mental to  the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,’  ’’  approved 
June  22,  1833. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled 
That  whet. ever  any  occupant,  who  may  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  a pre-emption  under  the  act  to  which  this 
is  supplemental,  shall  have  made  his  improvement  or 
farm  on  one  section  or  subdivision  of  a section  of  land, 
and  his  dwelling  house  or  mansion  on  atiother  section’ 
or  subdivision  of  a section  of  land,  and  shall  have  made 
his  entry  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of 
the  subdivision  of  the  section  on  which  his  said  dwel- 
ling house  or  mansion  may  be,  leaving  out  of  his  said 
entry  his  farm  or  improvement,  or  may  have  made 
his  entry,  including  his  farm  and  improvement,  and 
not  including  his  dwelling  or  mansion  house,  that  the 
quarter  section  of  land  on  which  his  said  farm  and  im- 
provement, or  dwelling  house  or  mansion  may  be  situ- 
ated, shall  not  be  subject  to  entry  by  any  other  person 
until  that  may  have  been  exposed  to  sale  at  public 
auction. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  the  provisions  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a supplement  shall  not  inure  to 
the  benefit  of  any  person  or  persons  who  are  not  the 
heads  of  families  or  bona  fide  housekeepers,  and  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  speaker  having  here  intimated  lo  Mr.  T.  that 
he  could  not  be  entitled  to  the  floor  to  make  the 
motion  because  the  moment  the  house  had  arneed 
to  pass  to  the  orders  of  the  day  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  (Mr.  Lowell)  was  entitled  to  the  floor — Mr. 
T.  gave  notice  ot  his  intention  to  renew  the  motion 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
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of  the  union  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair) 
on  the  bill  (from  the  senate)  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection, safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Lowell  resumed  his  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  had  not  concluded  when,  the  usual  hour 
having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  The  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  Ihe  union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Va.  in  the 
chair),  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  “to 
provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transler  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue” 

Mr.  Lowell  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Atherton  then  took  the 
floor  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Cushing.  After  Mr.  A.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Leet 
obtained  the  floor,  but,  without  proceeding  in  his 
remarks,  the  committee  rose;  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Curtis, 

The  house,  at  9 o’clock,  P.  M.  adjourned. 

[j)C?“In  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house, 
on  the  25th  instant,  the  name  of  Mr.  McKay,  of  N. 
C.  is  placed  among  the  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Lyor*. — 
This  is  a mislake.  He  voted  in  favor  ol  this  hill.] 

Friday,  May  29.  Mr.  Chinn,  of  Louisiana,  asked 
leave  to  move  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  communicate 
to  this  house,  without  delay,  the  time  at  which  the  post- 
master at  Boston  Rouge  became  a defaulter;  the  time, 
number,  and  amounts  of  the  various  drafts  which  have 
been  drawn  on  him,  and  which  he  has  refused  or  ne- 
glected to  pay,  and  particularly  the  amount  now  due 
by  said  postmaster  to  the  government:  also,  all  the  com- 
munications which  have  been  written  and  received  in 
relation  to  said  defalcation,  together  with  all  other 
correspondence  which  has  occured  touching  the  remo- 
val from  office  of  said  postmaster,  and  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a successor  to  said  officer. 

Objection  being  made  to  receiving  this  motion, 
Mr.  Chinn  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to 
admit  ol  his  ottering  the  resolution.  This  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  was  negatived  by  yeas  77,  nays 
69.  (Not  two-thirds). 

Mr.  Anderson  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill,  which  he 
said  was  indispensably  necessary  to  save  the  govern- 
ment from  the  most  outrageous  frauds,  and  greatly 
to  benefit  the  actual  honest,  bona  fide  settlers  on  the 
public  lands. 

The  question  recurring  on  receiving  a certain  re- 
port from  the  committee  on  commerce,  made  some 
days  since  by  Mr.  Hillen,  and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Cur- 
tis, on  which  the  question  arose  whether  a standing 
committee  of  the  house  has  power  to  reconsider  a 
report  agreed  upon  by  it,  and  made  to  the  house — 

Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
house  in  support  of  the  right  of  a committee  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  Craig  took  the  opposite  side. 

Mr.  Pope  went  with  warmth  into  the  argument, 
insisting  that  any  act  of  a committee  might  be  re- 
considered, and  this  even  after  the  chairman  had 
made  a report,  if  lie  had  mistaken  the  tiue  opinion 
of  the  committee. 

[The  morning  hour  here  expired,  without  decid- 
ing any  thing  upon  this  point  ] 

Mr.  Jones  (chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means)  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  introduce 
a motion  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  with  a 
view  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill. 

Mr.  Russell  remonstrated  against  this  encroach- 
ment on  the  days  set  apart  for  private  bills. 

Mr./.  C.  Clark  inquired  whether,  if  the  house 
should  agree  to  go  into  committee,  Mr.  J.  would 
not  consent  to  take  up  the  army  or  navy  appropria- 
tion bill?  If  he  would,  Mr.  C.  would  vote  to  go  into 
committee. 

Calls  to  order  prevented  a reply;  and  Mr.  Jones, 
having  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  they  were  ordered  by  the 
house,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  j'eas 
106,  nays  84.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  considerbills  report- 
ed the  last  private  bill  day,  and  which  were  now  on 
their  third  reading. 

Several  of  them  wefe  postponed.  The  hour  of 
recess  having  arrived  the  house  took  its  daily  recess 
till  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock  the  house  was 
again  called  to  order  by  the  speaker  there  being  then 
eighteen  members  present. 

And  a dead  pause  of  some  minutes  followed,  after 
which,  the  solitary  wilderness  having  once  more 
become  measureably  peopled.  Mr.  Briggs  moved 
a call  of  the  house;  which  motion  was  rejected.  Mr. 
McColloh  moved  and  adjournment,  which  was  lost, 
yeas  5,  nays  52.  Mr.  Banks  renewed  the  motion 
for  a call  of  the  house,  which  was  ordered.  The  call 
was  proceeded  in  for  some  time,  when  Mr.  Banks 


moved  that  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call  be 
suspended;  which  was  agreed  to,  yeas  55,  nays  51. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
private  bills,  and  disposed  of  several,  and  at  15 
minutes  belore  7 o’clock  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  30.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
having  been  read— - 

Mr.  Atherton  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Mon- 
day next,  make  the  followfng  motion: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  127  th  rule  of  the  house 
as  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  “Nor  shall  any  rule 
he  suspended  except  by  a vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present,’’  be,  and  hereby  is,  so  far  rescind- 
ed and  changed  that  the  house  may,  at  any  time,  by  a 
vote  of  a majority  of  the  members  present,  suspend  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
still  the  question  of  order  heretofore  raised  by  Mr. 
Curtis,  w hether  therepoit  presented  by  Mr.  Hillen, 
from  the  committee  on  commerce,  in  relation  to  the 
repeal  of  the  pilot  law,  and  the  reception  of  which 
had  been  objected  to  by  Mr.  Curtis,  ori  the  ground 
that  the  committee  had  subsequently  reconsidered 
the  vote  on  that  report,  and  had  instructed  him  to 
present  another  of  a directly  adverse  character, 
should  be  received. 

The  debate  was  still  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Briggs,  who  insisted  on  the  right  of  the  committee 
to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  V.  said,  this  being  an  important  question, 
and  the  house  being  thin,  he  would  move  a call  of 
the  house. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  make 
that  motion,  the  previous  question  having  been  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said  that,  with  a view  to 
give  the  members  time  to  come  in,  he  would  move 
an  adjournment,  and  on  that  motion  he  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  W.  then  withdrew  that  motion,  and  substi- 
tuted therefor  a motion  to  lay  the  question  of  recep- 
tion on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
18,  r.ays  126. 

So  the  motion  to  lav  the  question  of  reception  on 
the  table  was  rejected. 

The  point  of  order  was  then  read  from  the  clerk’s 
table  in  the  following  form: 

“Mr.  Hillen,  a member  of  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, to  which  were  referred  memorials  from  pi- 
lots of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk 
and  Charleston,  praying  for  a repeal  of  the  law7  of 
March  2,  1837,  concerning  pilots,  offered  to  make  a 
report,  as  from  said  committee,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  repeal  said  act;  and,  before  the  said  report 
and  bill  were  read — 

“Mr.  Curtis,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, objected  to  the  reception  of  the  report,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  not  the  act  of  a majority  of 
the  committee,  although  the  committee,  in  the  first 
instance,  had  adopted  the  report  now7  offered  to  be 
made,  yet  it  had  reconsidered  that  decision  upon 
the  reference,  by  the  house,  of  additional  papers  to 
the  committee,  relating  to  the  subject,  and  had  re- 
. versed  its  first  decision,  and  directed  him  to  make 
a report  of  a directly  opposite  character  to  ihe  re- 
port now  offered,  and  which  he  was  ready  to  sub- 
mit to  the  house.” 

And  the  main  question  thus  being  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  report  offered  by  Mr.  Hillen,  from  the 
committee  on  commerce,  as  the  report  of  the  majo- 
rity thereof — 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  86, 
nays  83. 

And  the  bill  having  then  been  read  from  the 
clerk’s  table  by  its  title,  as  a bill  to  repeal  the  act 
passed  March  2,  1837,  in  relation  to  pilots;  and 
the  clerk  having  commenced  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port— 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  and  re- 
port to  the  committee  on  commerce — remarking 
that,  as  the  rule  which  denied  the  right  of  a stand- 
ing committee  to  reconsider  a vote  was  considered 
by  many  gentlemen  to  be  binding,  the  only  way  to 
get  round  it  was  to  receive  the  report  and  recom- 
mit it. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  R.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Hillen opposed  the  recommitment,  because, 
he  said,  there  u as  no  evidence  now  before  the  com- 
mittee which  was  not  in  substance  before  it  when 
this  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit, and  proceeded  to  assign  his  reasons  for  so  be- 
ing. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  a 
bill  aeccompanied  the  report? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  whether  a motion  to  re- 
commit could  be  made  until  after  the  bill  arrived 
at  a particular  stage? 

The  speaker  said  such  a motion  was  in  order  af- 
ter the  first  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  w as  in  favor  of  recommitting  the 
report.  The  vote  just  taken  was  on  the  question 
of  reception  of  the  report  that  had  been  adopted  by 
a majority  of  the  committee  on  commerce  at  one 
time,  but  which  had  been  subsequently  reconsi- 
dered. 

The  vote  was  a close  one;  and  he  believed  that 
if  the  naked  abstract  question  of  right  in  a commit- 
tee to  reconsider  had  been  presented,  the  vote  would 
have  been  different.  He  hoped  the  subject  would 
be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas  rose  to  make  a few  sugges- 
tions on  the  subject.  The  question  was  the  simple 
one  of  recommitment.  But  had  it  not  been  just  as- 
certained that  the  majority  of  the  committee  were 
adverse  to  the  bill,  and  had  already  prejudged  the 
question?  It  would  be  foreseen  that  the  majority 
of  the  committee  was  not  then  competent  to  delibe- 
rate upon  the  matter.  With  these  facts  staring  us 
in  the  face,  was  it  right  for  the  house  to  send  it  back 
to  the  committee  on  commerce,  the  majority  of 
whom  had  not  only  pronounced  their  opinion,  but 
also  their  judgment,  on  this  case?  Would  not  such 
a course  be  in  direct  violation  of  that  maxim  of  the 
law,  which  said  it  was  not  right  to  give  the  lamb  to 
the  wolf  to  nurse?  He  appealed  to  gentlemen 
whether  it  was  right  to  recommit  this  subject  to  a 
committee,  of  which  the  majority  had  an  antipathy 
to  the  bill. 

The  speaker  having  here  intimated  to  Mr.  T.  that 
the  morning  hour  had  expired — 

The  house,-on  motion  of  Mr.  Profiil,  passed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  gave  notice  that  he  would 
hereafter  ask  leave  lo  introduce  a bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  notice  was  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  submit  a motion  that 
the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  Ihe  union. 

Mr.  Russell  appealed  to  the  house  not  thus  to  give 
the  go-by  to  private  bills. 

Mr.  Profiit  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  103, 
nays  80;  [not  two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative]. 
So  the  rules  was  not  suspended. 

After  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  the  usual 
hour  having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  After  the  recess  the  house  met, 
but,  there  being  no  quorum  present.  Mr.  Briggs 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  The  question  be- 
ing taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  were  46,  the 
nays  47.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Cranston  rose  to  give  notice  oi  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill,  the  title  of  which 
he  was  about  to  read,  when  Mr.  Evans  objected. 
No  notice  could  be  given,  nor  any  other  business 
done,  after  it  was  ascertained  that  no  quorum  was 
present,  and  he  called  upon  the  speaker  to  adjourn 
the  house.  Mr.  Cranston  continued  to  read  his  no- 
tice, but  amidst  cries  of  order  so  loud  as  to  prevent 
the  reporter  from  hearing  even  wtiat  was  the  sub- 
ject ol  the  bill. 

Many  members  were  addressing  the  chair  on  the 
point  ol  order,  insisting  that  even  ihe  journal  of  the 
house  could  not  be  read  till  a quorum  appeared. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  adjourn  the  house,  as,  since  the  count,  a 
quorum  might  have  entered  the  hall.  Mr.  Davies, 
of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Peirikin  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Profiit  claimed  the  floor,  having  been  speak- 
ing when  ihe  house  took  a recess.  The  chair  ruled 
Mr.  P.  to  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  a count  of  the  members 
present  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  a quorum  in 
the  hall.  The  chair  counted  the  house, and  report- 
ed that  there  were  107  members  present.  [No 
quorum.]  Mr.  Davies  renewed  his  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  house.  Mr.  Hoffman  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. M.r.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  but  the  house  refused  to  order  them. 

Tellers  were  demanded;  but  the  demand  was  re- 
fused. And  the  question  being  taken:  the  ayes 
were  79,  the  noes  33.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  1.  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  made 
an  earnest  appeal  to  the  house  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  Ihe  armed  occupation  of  Florida;  and,  in  sup- 
port of  it,  quoted  tiie  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
including  statements  from  officers  in  that  territory. 

Mr.  Downing  (delegate  from  Florida)  warmlyse- 
conded  the  appeal,  and  stated  the  circumstances  of 
outrage  which  had  recently  occurred  in  that  territo- 
ry, and  the  urgent  necessity  of  immediate  measures 
of  protection. 
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Mr.  Atherton  remonstrated,  and  pressed  the  ne- 
cessity of  proceeding  with  the  discussion  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  loudly  demanded. 

Mr.  Coles,  by  leave,  made  a statement  to  the 
house  that  the  bill  referred  to  by  Mr.  Thompson 
would  certainly  encounter  serious  opposition. 

Mr.  Thompson  having  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  his  motion  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  armed  occupation 
bill. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  yeas  110,  nays  94.  There  not  being  two- 
thiids  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Thompson  now  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  this  day  only.  On  this  motion  Mr.  Stanly  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  116,  nays  85.  There  not 
being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  he  apprehended  that  if  the  request 
of  the  committee  on  military  affairs  were  properly- 
understood,  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  on  the 
subject.  We  are  now  called  upon,  not  only  by  the 
committee,  but  by  the  war  department,  for  imme- 
diate action  upon  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  this  call  is  based  upon  recent  news  of  massacres 
and  devastations.  And,  however  much  gentlemen 
may  differ  as  to  the  policy  ol  that  war,  and  the 
wasteful  extravagance  of  its  conduct,  there  could 
be  (he  apprehended)  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  bringing  the  war  to  a speedy  close.  The 
honor  of  the  country  and  the  best  interests  of  hu- 
manity required  this.  One  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
alluded  to  had  been  negatived.  Another,  to  sus- 
pend for  the  day,  hail  met  a similar  (ate.  But,  be- 
lieving as  he  did,  that  gentlemen  of  all  parties  would 
be  willing  to  give  a short  time  to  the  protection  of 
the  w’oinen  and  children  ol  Florida,  although  by  so 
doing  the  country  might  for  an  hour  or  tw'o  be  de- 
prived of  the  full  benefits  of  the  sub  treasury  bill,  he 
would  move  a suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order  that 
the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
bill  alluded  to,  for  the  period  ot  two  hours. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objected,  to  the  motion  as  not  in  or- 
der, but,  after  some  conversation,  the  objection  was 
overruled,  and  the  question  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hunt,  and  decided  as  follows:  yeas  111,  nays 
98.  There  not  being  two  thirds,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Triplett  moved  to  suspend  the  rule3  for  the 
introduction  of  a bill  (notified  by  him  on  Friday 
last)  in  relation  to  pie-einption  rights,  and  demand- 
ed ttie  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  72,  nays  121. 

Mr.  Mallory,  of  New  York,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  not  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  any  bill  except  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill,  umil  that  is  disposed  of  by  the  committee,  and 
so  reported  to  the  house. 

Objections  being  made,  a motion  was  made  to 
suspend  the  rules,  but  it  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
resolution  was  not  pressed. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
taken  on  Saturday  in  relation  to  the  reception  ol  the 
bill  repealing  the  pilot  bill,  reported  by  Mr.  Hillen, 
of  Maryland,  from  the  committee  on  commerce. — 
He  said  he  could  not  account  for  the  vote  ot  the  house 
in  lavorof  admitting  that  report  on  any  other  ground 
than  the  supposition  that  the  vote,  though  given,  as 
to  form,  on  the  question  of  order,  (viz:  whether  a 
standing  committee  can  reconsider  a vote  passed  in 
committee  to  make  a report  to  the  house),  was  in 
reality  given  in  relation  to  the  bill  reported.  Now 
if  the  vote  was  to  be  understood  on  the  latter  ground, 
he  should  be  against  the  reception  of  the  bill,  for 
to  that  bill  he  was  opposed;  but  if  the  vote  was  to 
be  understood  as  referring  only  to  the  question  of 
order,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  receiving  it,  for  on 
the  question  of  order  he  was  with  Mr.  Hillen.  Mr. 
C.  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  also  of  the 
pilot  bill  it  was  intended  to  repeal,  and  then  ot  the 
report  of  the  committee.  All  of  which  were  read 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  raised  a question  of  order.  The 
merits  of  the  report  or  of  the  bill  were  not  involved 
in  the  question  whether  a report  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances could  be  received.  Mr.  Cushing  insist- 
ed that  the  reading  was  in  order.  The  chair  decided 
that  the  reading  should  proceed. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  took  an  appeal,  but,  after  some 
desultory  conversation,  withdrew  it,  and  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  was  resumed. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  into  the  question  of  order  as  to 
the  power  of  a committee  to  reconsider,  and,  having 
concluded — 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider.  The  yeas  and? nays  were  de- 


manded, when  Mr.  Grinnell  moved  a call  of  the 
house,  on  which  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  5G,  nays  128.  So  the  house  refused 
the  call. 

Mr.  Profit  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  70,  nays  120.  So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the 
motion  on  t lie  table. 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
reconsideration;  and  the  demand  was  seconded  by 
the  house — yeas  112,  nays  51. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  IIS,  nays  68. 

So  the  previous  question  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  main  question  being  on  re- 
considering the  vote  by  which  the  report  of  Mr. 
Hillen  from  the  committee  on  commerce  was  receiv- 
ed, it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 
yeas  84,  nays  108.  So  the  house  refused  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  hour  for  recess  having  now  arrived,  the  house 
took  a recess  till  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  speaker  having  at  4 o’clock, 
called  the  Ivruse  to  order — 

Mr.  A.  Smith  rose  and  inquired  of  the  chair  whe- 
ther resolutions  were  not  to-day  in  order  from  the 
state  of  Maine?  The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  there  was  evidently  no  quorum 
present.  He  would  move  that  the  house  adjourn. 

The  speaker  said  something  which  the  reporter 
could  not  hear,  but  which  he  supposed  to  be  that 
the  motion  was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Smith  then  offered  a resolution.  This  reso- 
lution had  not  been  read,  nor  the  purport  of  it  stated, 
when  Mr.  S.  demanded  the  previous  question  upon 
its  adoption. 

Mt.  Projfit  rose  to  a point  of  order.  Mr.  Evans 
also  rose  to  a point  of  order.  Mr.  Beatty  called  both 
these  gentlemen  to  order. 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Projfit,  who 
submitted  to  the  chair  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  a 
gentleman  to  offer  a resolution,  and  then,  before  it 
had  been  read,  to  move  the  previous  question  up- 
on it. 

Mr.  Evans  said  he  wished  to  state  his  point  of 
order. 

The  speaker  said  that  only  one  point  of  order  could 
be  entertained  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  house 
being  now  in  a dismal  state  of  confusion,  Mr.  Bell 
said  the  house  was  getting  into  a great  state  of  dis- 
oider.  There  was  a regular  mode  of  proceeding  in 
order  to  reach  resolutions,  and  he  hoped  the  speaker 
would  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Evans  said  the  rule  of  the  house  was,  that  the 
speakershould  call  the  states  for  resolutions,  not  that 
members  should  offer  them.  The  point  of  order  he 
i aised  was,  that  no  resolutions  could  be  offered  until 
the  speaker  called  for  them. 

The  speaker  said  he  must  first  decide  the  point  of 
order  raised  by  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana,  (Mr. 
Proffit),  and  the  speaker  was  of  opinion  that  when 
a resolution  was  offered,  it  was  in  consonance  wilh 
the  practice  of  the  house  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Projfit  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  be  time  enough  to  take 
the  appeal  when  the  question  came  fairly  before  the 
house.  On  examining  the  resolution  offered  bv  the 
gentleman  fioin  Maine,  (Mr.  Smith),  the  speaker 
found  (he  said)  that  it  was  not  a resolution  which 
the  gentleman  himself  had  a right  to  offer,  but  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Ather- 
ton) had  the  right  to  offer,  he  having  given  one 
day’s  notice  of  his  intention  so  to  do,  as  required  by 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  to  the  chair  that  he  had  the 
right  to  offer  the  resolution. 

The  speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  offers 
a resolution  which  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  Atherton ) gave  notice  that  he  would 
himself  offer.  When  the  latter  gentleman  offered 
the  resolution,  he  of  course  retained  the  right  to 
withdraw  it,  or  not  to  offer  it  to  the  house.  But 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  allowing  another  gen- 
tleman to  offer  the  same  resolution?  Why,  although 
the  mover  might  wish  to  withdraw  it,  yet,  from  the 
circumstance  of  another  member  seizing  upon  it,  if 
would  not  be  in  his  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Atherton  said,  to  obviate  that  difficulty,  he 
would  yield  his  assent  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
to  offer  the  resolution. 

The  speaker  said  the  first  question  to  be  decided 
was  whether  the  resolution  itselfwas  in  order.  The 
speaker  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had 
no  right  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair 
and  moved  the  previous  question.  Much  confusion 
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prevailed  in  the  hall,  and  some  angry  personal  con- 
versations were  heard.  Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  hoped  the 
speaker  would  order  gentlemen  to  take  their  seats, 
and  would  see  that  his  orders  were  executed. 

The  speaker  instructed  gentlemen  standing  in  the 
aisles  to  lake  their  seats.  The  confusion  still  con- 
tinued so  great  that  scarcely  any  thing  could  be 
heard.  Mr.  Taliajerro  hoped  all  business  would  be 
suspended  until  order  had  been  restored.  Genlle- 
men  had  been  requested  over  and  over  again  to  take 
their  seats,  and  woflld  not  do  so. 

The  speaker  again  instructed  gentlemen  in  the 
aisles  to  take  their  seats,  and  a pause  of  some  mo- 
ments ensued.  Mr.  Andrews  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  appeal,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Un- 
derwood said  he  did  not  know  what  the  resolution 
was,  and  hoped  it  might  be  read. 

The  speaker.  It  is  the  resolution  which  the  gen- 
tleman iroin  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Atherton ) gave 
notice  on  Saturday  last  that  he  would  offer,  and 
which  resolution  the  speaker  now  decided  it  was  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  and 
no  other  member,  to  offer. 

Air.  Chinn  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolution, 
and  also  the  rule  applicable  thereto.  The  resolution 
was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  127th  rule  of  the  house 
as  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit,  “nor  shall  any  rule 
he  suspended  except  by  a vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present,”  be,  and  hereby  is,  so  far  rescind- 
ed and  changed  that  the  house  may,  at  any  time,  by  a 
vote  of  a majoity  of  the  members  present,  suspend  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  committee  of  the  wdiole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

And  the  following  portion  of  the  127th  rule  was 
then  read.  • 

“No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  house  shall  be  re- 
scinded or  changed  without  one  day’s  notice  being  given 
of  the  motion  therefor.” 

Mr.  Projfit  inquired  whether,  if  he  objected  to  the 
resolution,  it  could  be  debated  to  day?  The  speaker 
said  that  question  could  be  decided  after  the  ques- 
tion had  been  taken  on  the  appeal.  Mr.  Proffit  gave 
notice,  he  said,  that  he  should  object  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

And  the  question  “shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand  as  thejudginent  of  the  house?”  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Anson 
Brown,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chinn,  Clark,  Colquitt,  James  Cooper, 
M.  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Da- 
vies, G.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dillett,  Eduards, 
Evans,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gog- 
gin,  Goode,  Graham,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Haber- 
sham. Hall,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hill,  of 
Va.  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kemp- 
shall,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mason,  Morgan,  Calvery 
Morris,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  Ogle.  Osborne,  Pope,  Proffit, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell, 
Saltorisiall,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Slanly, 
Storrs,  Stuart,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  \V.  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
P.  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  T.  W.  Williams,  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams — 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty.  Boirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown, 
A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  S.  H.  Butler,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Clifford,  Conner,  Craig,  Dana,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Da- 
vis, Doig,  Uromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely, 
Fletcher,  Floyd,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Hand,  J.  Hasiings,  Hillen,  Holleman,  Hook,  Howard, 
Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Natha- 
niel Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kdle.  Leadbetter.  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McCul- 
loh,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Miller,  Montanya, 
Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris.  Newhard,  Parish.  Par- 
menter,  Puynter,  Petrikin,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Rhett, 
Rives,  E.  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  A.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith.  Steenrod,  Strong,  Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny,  Taylor,  P.  F.  Thomas,  Turney,  Van- 
derpoel, Vroom.  D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  H.  Williams— 92. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed,  and 
the  house  decided  that  it  was  in  order  lor  Mr. 
Smith  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith  then  demanded  the  previous  question 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Projfit  submitted  to  the  chair  that  it  had  al- 
ready been  decided  by  the  speaker  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  on  a resolution  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had  offered  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  for  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  in  the  Florida 
war,  that  although  the  previous  question  had  been 
called  on  a resolution,  yet,  if  any  member  signified 
his  intention  to  debate  it,  it  must  lie  over. 

The  speaker  replied  that  it  had  been  his  first  im- 
pression that  the  spirit  of  the  23d  rule  required  a 
resolution  to  lay  over,  if  any  member  intimated  a 
wish  to  debate  it,  although  the  previous  question 
had  been- called.  But,  in  compliance  with  vaiious 
suggestions  from  members  in  the  house,  the  prac- 
tice had  been  changed,  and  it  was  decided  on  Mon- 
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day  before,  ori  the  Cumberland  road  memorial, 
that  if  the  previous  question  were  called  and  se- 
conded, the  memorial  would  not  lie  over,  although 
a member  expressed  the  wish  to  debate  the  motion 
to  commit  with  instructions,  because  the  previous 
question  would  cut  ofF such  debate  should  the  main 
question  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Bell  (who  could  scarcely  be  heard,  owing  to 
the  great  contusion)  inquired  whether  the  speaker 
was  aware  that  this  point  had.  been  settled  at  the 
last  session  on  a very  important  proposition,  and 
whether  the  speaker  still  acted  upon  the  ground 
that  the  previous  question  could  be  moved  at  the 
same  time  that  the  resolution  was  offered. 

The  speaker,  to  the  latter  inquiry,  responded  af- 
firmatively. 

Mr.  Bell  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  he  was  in 
error,  according  to  the  precedent  of  the  last  session, 
and  that  his  decision  was  clearly  not  in  accordance 
with  the  rule  of  the  house. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  here  interrupted  Mr.  Bell  on  a 
question  of  order,  and  much  interlocutory  conver- 
sation ensued. 

Mr.  Bell  contended  that,  under  the  rule  of  the 
house,  the  previous  question  could  not  be  moved 
at  the  time  the  resolution  was  offered;  and  he 
thought  that  the  speaker,  in  the  hurried  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  had  taken  place,  had  over- 
looked the  rule.  The  40th  rule  was  as  follows: 
“After  a motion  is  stated  by  the  speaker,  or  read  by 
the  clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
liouse,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a 
decision  or  amendment.” 

Mr.  B.  after  some  further  interruption  on  a point 
of  order  by  Mr.  Smith,  proceeded.  He  submitted 
that  no  proposition  was  belore  the  house — that  the 
motion  must  be  read,  if  in  writing,  or  that,  if  not  in 
writing,  the  speaker  must  state  the  question.  This 
rule  had  never  to  his  knowledge  been  violated, 
when  the  question  hail  been  made. 

Mr.  Smith  called  Mr.  Bell  to  order.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan called  Mr  Smith  to  order. 

The  speaker  stated  that  it  was  in  conformity  with 
the  former  decision  and  practice  of  the  house  to 
move  the  previous  question  when  the  resolution 
was  moved,  for  the  reason  that  the  member  who 
offered  the  resolution  was  entitled  to  the  floor  upon 
it  before  any  other  could  claim  it,  and  therefore  it 
saved  time  without  violating  the  rights  of  any  other 
member,  to  enable  him  to  otter  the  resolution  and 
call  the  previous  question  at  the  same  instant, 
without  going  through  the  form  of  announcing  the 
proposition  before  the  floor  was  given  him  to  de- 
mand the  previous  question  upon  it. 

The  speaker,  therefore,  decided  that  it  was  in  or- 
der to  move  the  previous  question  at  the  same  time 
that  the  resolution  was  ottered. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Bell  appealed.  Mr. 
Hoffman  requested  that  the  question  might  be  re- 
duced to  writing.  Mr.  Belt  then  submitted  his 
point  in  writing,  as  follows: 

“The  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Smith)  offered  a 
resolution,  and,  before  it  was  read  or  stated,  moved 
the  previous  question  upon  it.  And  upon  the  question 
of  order  being  raised,  the  speaker  decided  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  was  in  order  in  moving  so.” 

Some  further  conversation  followed,  of  which 
the  reporter  heard  distinctly  but  little. ■> 

Mr.  Clark  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  yeas  48,  nays  139.  So  the  call  was 
not  ordered. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  “shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
house?’’  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brawn,  A.  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  W.  O.  Butler,  By- 
num, Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles, 
Colquitt,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crockett, 
Cross,  Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Dick- 
erson, Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole  Duncan,  Earl,  East- 
man. Elv,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  J.  Hastings,  Hawkins,  John 
Hill,  of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holleman,  Holmes,  Hook,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson,  J.  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lu- 
cas, McClellan,  McCulloh,  McKay,  Mallory,  Mar- 
chand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  S.  \V. 
Morris,  Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pavnter, 
Petrikin,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds,  Rhett, 
Rives,  E.  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steen- 
rod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swearingen.  Sweeny,  Taylor,  P. 
F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel, 
Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington — 1 IS. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  .T.  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Brookwav,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  C arter,  Chinn,  Clark,  J. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Curtis,  Cushing,  E.  Davies,  Garrett 


Davis,  Dawson,  Debprry,  Dennis,  Diilett,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gotrgin, 
Goode.  Craham,  Graves,  Green,  Grinned.  Habersham, 
Hall,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  J.  Hill,  of  Va.  Hoffman, 
Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Nisbet,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Pope,  Proffit,  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Storrs,  Stuart, 
Taliaferro,  Waddv  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood.  P.  J.  Wagner,  War- 
ren, E.  D.  White.  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams — 85. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  Bell  then  rose  and  (under  a precedent  of  the 
last  session)  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  it  was 
not  in  order  for  hi-.i  to  move  the  question  of  consi- 
deration on  the  resolution.  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  fol- 
lowing rule: 

“When  any  motion  or  proposition  is  made,  the  ques- 
tion ‘will  the  house  now  consider  it?’  shall  not  be  put 
unless  it  is  demanded  by  some  member,  or  is  deemed 
necessary  by  the  speaker.” 

The  speaker  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  gen- 
tleman might  demand  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Bell  then  submitted  that  the  question  of  con- 
sideration being  debateable,  and  he  wishing  to  de- 
bate it,  the  rule  required  that  it  should  lie  over. — 
The  23d  rule  provided: 

“All  the  states  and  territories  shall  be  called  for  re- 
solutions on  each  alternate  Monday,  during  each  ses- 
sion of  congress;  and,  if  necessary  to  secure  this  object 
on  said  davs,  all  resolutions  which  shall  give  rise  to  de- 
bate shall  lie  over  for  discussion,  under  the  rules  of  the 
house  already  established;  and  the  whole  of  said  days 
shall  be  appropriated  to  resolutions  until  all  the  states 
and  territories  are  called  through.” 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  call  of  the  previous 
question  did  not  deprive  any  other  member  of  the 
right  to  raise  the  question  of  consideration.  This 
could  not  be  demanded,  according  to  rule,  until  the 
proposition  was  announced;  and  the  mover  of  the 
proposition  might  defeat  this  indisputable  right  of 
another  member  by  calling  the  previous  question, 
if  that  is  to  be  construed  as  cutting  off  the  demand  for 
the  consideration.  So  far  as  the  previous  question 
precluded  debate  upon  the  resolution  itself,  it  was 
no  violation  of  the  right  of  any  other  member  to  per- 
mit the  mover  to  call  the  previous  question,  because, 
under  any  view  of  the  case,  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  floor  to  make  this  demand  before  another  could 
get  it  to  debate  the  main  proposition.  And  here, 
too,  he  was  sustained  by  a previous  decision  of  his 
predecessor.  “At  the  3d  session  of  the  25th  con- 
gress, Mr.  Grant,  of  N.  York,  moved  a resolution, 
and  demanded  the  previous  question,  when,  objec- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  being 
made,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule.”— 
House  jour.  p.  398. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  A.  Smith  appealed. 

The  precedent  referred  to  by  Mr.  Belt  was  then 
read  from  the  clerk’s  table,  and  after  some  conver- 
sation between  several  members,  the  question  “shall 
the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  house?”  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  Brockway, 
Anson  Brown,  Calhoun,  J.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  Chinn,  Clark,  James  Cooper,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Edward 
Dav.es,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dil- 
lett,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Jas.  Garland, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Graves, 
Green,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hall,  Wm.  S.  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  J.  Hill,  of  Ya.  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James, 
Charles  Johnston,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Lin- 
coln, Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  C.  Morris, 
Naylor,  Nisbet,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Pope,  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgeway,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Slade,  Trueman  Smith,  Stanly,  Storrs,  Stuart, 
Taliaferro,  WadcTy  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P.  J.  Wagner,  War- 
ren, E.  D.  White,  John  White.  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams 
— 94. 

NAYS— Messrs.  H.  J.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown, 
A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  PI.  Butler,  W.  0.  Butler, 
Bynum,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Col- 
quitt, Connor.  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  Thos.  Davee, 
J.  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Dickerson,  Doan,  Doig,  Drom- 
goole, Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fletcher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Griffin.  Hammond,  Hand, 
J.  Hastings,  Hawkins,  J.  Hill,  of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holle- 
man, Hook,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Jackson, 
Jameson,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  .Tones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McCulloh,  Mc- 
Kay, Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya, 
Montgomery,  S.W.  Morris.  Newhard,  Parish,  Parmen- 
ter. Parris,  Pavnter,  Petrikin,  Pickins.  Ramsey,  Rey- 
nolds, Rhett,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Rynll,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Shepaixk  Albert  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Thos.  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Sfeenrod,  Strong,  Swearingen,  Sweeny, 
Taylor,  P.  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thompson,  Turney,  Van- 
derposl,  Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller, 


Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Worthington 
—115. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed,  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  not  to  go  over. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Proffit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken  were,  yeas  119,  nays  82.  So  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Hoffman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Crabb  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a passage 
from  Jefferson’s  Manual,  (the  purport  of  which 
was  understood  to  be  in  relation  to  an  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow  as  to  the  impolicy 
and  danger  of  changes  of  rules  in  parliamentary 
proceedings);  but  the  reading  of  the  entire  extract 
was  not  permitted. 

Mr.  Sta.nly  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  he  had  not 
a right  now  to  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting;  and 
Mr.  S.  read  the  following  rule: 

“Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house  when  the 
question  is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  house,  for 
special  reasons  shall  excuse  him.  All  motions  to  ex- 
cuse a member  from  voting  shall  be  made  before  the 
house  divides,  or  before  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
is  commenced;  and  any  member  requesting  to  be 
excused  from  voting  may  make  a brief  verbal  state- 
ment of  the  reasons  for  making  such  request,  and  the 
question  shall  then  be  taken  without  further  debate.’’ 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  had  the  right. 

Mr.  Stanly  then  asked  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing. He  did  so,  he  said,  because  the  resolution  had 
been  offered,  and  the  previous  question  had  been 
moved  upon  it,  before  the  resolution  had  been  re- 
ceived at  the  clerk’s  table,  or  read;  and  because  the 
resolution  itself  was  a direct,  palpable  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  they  were  sworn  to  support.  The  constitu- 
tion declared  that  “a  majority  of  the  house  shall 
constitute  a quorum  to  do  business,” but  the  reso- 
lution Ottered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr. 
Smith)  allowed  a majority  of  all  present — whether 
fifty,  sixty  or  twenty — to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  take  up,  what  business  they  pleased. 

flaving  thus  declared  this  proposition  to  be  a 
flagrant  and  violent  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the 
American  people,  a downright  attack  upon  the 
constitution  and  the  freedom  of  debate,  he  would 
w'ilhdraw  his  motion  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  would  record  his  vote  against  the  resolution. 

And  the  main  question,  “shall  the  resolution  be 
adopted?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Aaron  V.  Browm,  Albert  G.  Biown,  Burke,  Samp- 
son H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Bynum,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Colquitt,  Con- 
nor, Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana, 
Davee,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dickerson,- 
Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan.  Earl,  Eastman, 
Ely,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins, 
John  Hill,  of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holleman,  Hook,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellen,  Mc- 
Culloh, McKay.  Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill,  Mil- 
ler, Montanya,  Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pe- 
trikin, Pickens,  Prentiss,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Rey- 
nolds, Rhett,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Ro- 
gers, Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steen- 
rod.  Strong,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweeny,  Taylor, 
Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Vanderpoel, 
Vroom.  D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Worthington 
—119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Anson  Brown,  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chinn,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crock- 
ett, Cushing,  Edward  Davies,  Garrett  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Dennis,  Diilett,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gog- 
gin, Goode.  Graham,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Ha- 
bersham, Hall,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  W.  Cost 
Johnson,  Kempshall,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Mitchell,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Nisbet,  Ogle, 
Pope,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly, 
Storrs,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast, Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P. 
J.  Wagner,  Warren,  E.  D.  White,  John  White,  T. 
W.  Williams,  Bewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams — S5. 
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So  (on  motion  of  Mr.  Albert  Smith)  it  was 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  127th  rule  of  the 
house  as  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  ‘‘nor  shall 
any  rule  be  suspended  except  by  a vote  of  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present,’1  be,  and  hereby 
is,  so  far  rescinded  and  changed  that  the  house  may, 
at  any  time,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  members 
present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

[On  the  name  of  Mr.  Goggin  being  called,  Mr. 
G.  rose  and  asked,  before  giving  his  vote,  to  be 
permitted  to  inquire  how  long  the  rule  had  been  in 
existence,  which  by  the  resolution  it  was  now  pro- 
posed to  change?  The  speaker  said  he  could  not 
inform  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Several 
voices  said,  for  fifty  years — since  the  existence  of 
the  government.  Mr.  Goggin  said,  I vote  no]. 

A number  of  gentlemen  here  rose  simultaneous- 
ly, and  the  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Profit, 
who  rose  to  move  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
just  taken. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  giving  the  floor  to  Mr.  Proffil,  on  the  ground 
he  said,  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  did  not  rise  from  his  seat 
and  address  the  chair,  but  was  standing  ready  to 
catch  the  eye  of  the  speaker. 

The  speaker.  A great  many  gentleman  rose  about 
the  same  time.  Who  rose  first  it  is  impossible  to 
say,  but  the  voice  of  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana 
(Mr.  Profit)  first  caught  my  ear.  Mr.  Crary  mov- 
ed the  previous  question  on  the  appeal.  'Mr.  Profit 
denied  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  A.  Smith.  Ano- 
ther member  (whom  the  reporterdid  not  see)  charg- 
ed upon  Mr.  A.  Smith  that  he  had  himself  been  on 
the  floor  endeavoring  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  spea- 
ker. Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  take  his  oath  that  he 
did  not  rise  till  the  vote  was  announced.  Mr. 
Mitchell  said  he  would  take  his  oath  that  the  gentle- 
man did  rise  before  the  vote  was  announced.  Mr. 
Bond  and  Mr.  Smith  were  here  observed  passing 
angry  words  and  using  violent  gesticulations  to- 
wards each  other,  but  the  purport  of  what  passed, 
the  reporter,  amidst  the  noise,  could  not  hear.  A 
scene  of  confusion  and  tempestuous  uproar  follow- 
ed, to  which  no  parallel  can  be  found  even  in  the 
annals  of  the  1st  session  of  the  26th  congress.  The 
voice  of  the  speaker  was  lost;  the  spiiit  of  disorder, 
goading  some  members,  as  it  seemed,  almost  to 
act3  of  present  violence,  was  observed  to  pervade 
the  hall  more  generally  than  the  reporter,  with  all 
his  painful  experience,  tiad  ever  before  witnessed. 
Mr.  Ogle  at  length  obtained  a hearing.  He  had 
heard,  he  said,  no  less  than  three  gentlemen  tell  each 
other  that  what  they  had  stated  was  not  true,  and  he 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being  ta- 
ken, were  yeas  85,  nays  117.  So  the  house  refused 
to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  appeal,  Mr. 
A.  Smith  withdrew  it.  And,  after  some  conversa- 
tion on  a question  of  order— 

Mr.  Profit  formally  submitted  his  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  above  resolution  had 
been  adopted.  Mr.  Belt  submitted  to  the  chair  that 
the  consideration  of  the  question  must  lie  over. 

The  speaker  decided  that  that  was  a motion 
which  would  take  the  precedence  of  all  other  busi- 
ness, and  which  must  be  considered  at  once. 

Mr.  Profit  assigned  at  some  length  his  reasons  for 
the  motion,  asseiting  that,  before  he  would  have 
blistered  his  tongue  with  such  a vote  as  an  affirma- 
tive one  on  that  resolution , he  would  have  had  it 
cutout  of  his  mouth.  That  the  minority  had  no 
rights  left,  and  that  the  resolution  was  entirely  un- 
precedented. He  predicted  that  this  resolution 
would  be  followed  up  by  another  giving  to  the  ma- 
jority a right  to  take  the  sub-treasury  bill  out  of 
committee  when  they  pleased,  to  bring  it  into  the 
house,  and  there,  by  the  aid  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  pass  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  remarking  that  he  believed  no 
member’s  mind  would  be  changed  by  debate,  mov- 
ed the  previous  question.  And  there  was  a second. 
And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Morgan  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  (being  on  the  reconsideration),  which 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were  as  follows: — 
yeas  70,  nays  116.  So  the  vote  was  not  reconsi- 
dered. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but 
withdrew  the  motion  to  enable  Mr.  Cushing  to  move 
a reference  of  the  bill  from  the  senate  in  relation  to 
the  disposition  of  certain  presents  from  the  imautn 
of  Muscat  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  Objection  was 
made. 

And  .then,  at  a quarter  before  8 o’clock,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  2.  Some  conversation  took  place 
in  regard  to  certain  proposed  corrections  of  the 
journal.  Mr.  W.  Thompson  rose  for  the  purpose  of 


asking  the  house,  by  general  consent,  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on 
the  senate  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida. 
Mr.  T.  said  that  if  file  majority  found  t hat  the  bill 
would  occupy  more  than  one  day,  and  had  not  a dis- 
position to  bestow  more  upon  it,  they  could  go  to 
any  thing  else  they  thought  proper,  binder  fhe  new 
rule  which  had  been  adopted,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  majority  to  take  up  another  bill  at  any 
lime.  In  conformity,  however,  with  the  sugges- 
tions of  several  gentlemen,  Mr.  T.  would,  he  said, 
withdraw  his  motion  until  the  morning  hour  had 
expired. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
to  be  the  report,  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Hillen, 
from  the  committee  on  commerce,  in  relation  to  the 
repeal  of  the  pilot  law — :the  pending  question  being 
on  the  motion  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  for 
the  recommitment  thereof. 

Mr.  Curtis,  (who  had  the  floor)  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, he  said,  that  the  motion  to  recommit  opened  the 
whole  merits  of  the  bill.  He  knew  that  many  of 
the  committees  were  anxious  to  make  reports,  and 
he  would  suggest  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  report 
now  before  the  house  should,  by  general  consent,  lie 
over  till  to-morrow  morning,  not  thereby  losing  its 
place  in  its  regular  order  of  business.  This  sugges- 
tion having  been  unanimously  assented  to,  the  re- 
port was  laid  over  until  to-morrow  morning. 

The  speaker  then  called  the  committees  for  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a custom  house  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a bill 
for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  and  navigation 
at  Lake  Michigan,  by  the  construction  of  harbors  at 
Milwaukie,  Racine  and  Southport,  in  the  territory 
of  Wiskonsin. 

Also,  a bill  making  St.  Joseph’s,  in  Florida,  a 
port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Crary,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  back  to  the  house,  without  amendment* 
senate,  bill,  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
‘an  act  to  authorise  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unimproved  lands  within  the  same,”’  passed  April 
18, 1806.  Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a third 
time. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  the  commitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Crockett  urged  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
moved  the  previous  question.  But  this  motion  ope- 
rating, not  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  on  the 
motion  to  commit,  the  previous  question  was  not 
pressed.  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  urged  the  propriety 
of  committing  the  bill,  regarding  it,  as  he  said  he 
did,  as  the  first  preliminary  step  to  a surrender  of 
the  public  domain. 

Mr.  Crary  and  Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  motion  for  a third  reading  of  the  bill, 
and  against  its  commitment. 

And  the  question  still  pending  and  the  hour  "hav- 
ing expired,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
so  as  to  add  “for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  senate 
bill  No.  207.” 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  Thomp- 
son and  the  speaker,  when  the  former  gentleman, 
finding  th<\t  a vote  of  two-thirds  would  be  requisite 
to  attain  his  object  iti  its  present  shape,  forbore  to 
press  his  motion  at  this  time. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Bunks , of 
Virginia,  in  the  chair)  and  took  up  the  sub  treasu- 
ry bill. 

Mr.  Leet,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was.  entitled  to 
the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  in  favor  of  the 
provisions  and  objects  of  the  bill  until  twenty  mi 
nutes  past  two  o’clock. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Brockway, of 
Connecticut,  who  had  just  entered  upon  an  argu- 
ment in  opposition  to  the  bill,  when  the  usual  hour 
having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess  until  four 
o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  house  resumed  its  session 
at  four  o’clock. 

Mr.  Brockway,  of  Connecticut,  who  had  the  floor 
when  the  house  went  into  recess,  continued  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  in  a 
speech  marked  with  good  sense  and  practical  views, 
and  clearand  conclusive  argument.  He  did  not  re- 
sume his  seat  till  near  six  o’clock,  when  the  floor 
was  obtained  by  Mr.  Eastman,  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  spoke  on  the  other  side  for  more  than  an  hour, 
when  Mr.  Osborne,  of  Connecticut,  obtained  the 
floor. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned.  ' 


Wednesday,  June  3.  Mr.  Bell,  frJIn  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs,  by  leave,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much 
of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war  as  relates  to 
Indian  affairs;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  on  the  recommitment  of 
the  report  from  the  committee  on  commerce  on  the 
subject  of  a repeal  of  the  pilot  law.  Mr.  Curtis  had 
the  floor  from  yesterday,  and  was  about  to  speak  in 
favor  of  the  recommitment,  when,  by  general  con- 
sent, the  subject  was  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

The  next  question  was  on  the  commitment  of  the 
Tennessee  land  bill,  (to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
act  toauthorise  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  unappropriated  land 
within  her  limits). 

Mr.  Petrilcin,  after  some  previous  remarks,  mov- 
ed the  previous  question  on  the  commitment. 

An  informal  and  desultory  conversation  there- 
upon took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Montgomery,  L. 
Williams,  Lincoln  and  Everett  participated. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house,  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  chair  having  yesterday  decided  that  the  bill 
must  be  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house. 

Mr.  Everett  was  about  to  take  an  appeal,  but  de- 
ferred it  till  after  the  vote  on  the  previous  question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded: 
ayes  84,  noes  32.  No  quorum  having  voted,  the 
question  wn3  again  put,  and  tellers  appointed;  the 
result  was  as  follows:  ayes  98,  noes  not  counted. — 
So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  previous  question  being  then  put,  Mr.  L. 
Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  they 
were  refused  by  the  house,  and  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  carried. 

The  main  question  being  on  the  commitment  of 
the  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lincoln 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  read 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  upon  the  chair  to  state  his  rea- 
sons for  deciding  that  the  bill  must  be  committed. 

The  chair  stated  his  views  on  that  point,  which 
amounted  in  substance  to  this,  that  the  bill  made 
virtually  a donation  of  land  to  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, which  brought  it  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule 
requiring  all  bills  appropriating  money  to  be  con- 
sidered in  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Everett  took  an  appeal,  and  demanded  fhe 
yeas  and  nays,  but  they  were  not  ordered.  The 
vote  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  the  decision  of  the 
chair  sustained:  ayes  94,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  recurring  on  committing  the  bill  to 
a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas 
104,  nays  65.  So  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  just  taken.-  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved 
the  previous  question.  Mr.  Montgomery  did  fhe 
same.  Mr.  Howard  rose  to  speak,  but  Mr.  Hub- 
bard claimed  the  floor,  and  the  chair  decided  him 
to  be  entitled  to  it.  Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  read 
and  comment  on  the  bill,  contending  that  it  made 
no  grant  of  land  whatever,  further  than  to  meet  the 
claims  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina:  the  proceeds 
of  all  the  residue  of  the  lands  were  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howard  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row move  to  reconsider  the  vote  affirming  the  deci- 
sion of  the  chair  that  the  bill  must  be  committed. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  put  and  carried;  and  the 
main  question  being  on  the  reconsideration:  Mr. 
Montgomery  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which, 
being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
S2,  nays  90.  So  the  reconsideration  was  refused. 

The  morning  hour  having  now  expired,  the 
house  went  again  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Osborne,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee for  an  hour  and  a half,  in  a very  neat  and 
finished  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York, 
who  had  gone  but  a short  distance  into  a speech 
which  promises  to  occupy  the  residue  of  the  day, 
when,  at  half  past  2 o’clock,  the  house  took  its 
daily  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Hunt  resumed  his  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  concluded  at  a few 
minutes  before  7 o’clock. 

The  chairman  having  (hen  given  the  floor  to  Mr. 
H.  Williams,  of  Massachusetts,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Alton.  The  damages  done  to  buildings  and  other 
property  by  the  terrible  explosion  of  the  Alton  powder 
mill  are  estimated  at  $25,000.  Every  house  in  the 
populous  part  of  the  city  was  more  or  less  injured. 
The  stones  of  which  the  magazine  had  been.consiruct- 
ed,  were  hurled  in  all  directions,  some  of  them  to  a 
distance  of  a mile,  perforating  houses  and  every  thing 
else  in  their  way.  More  than  six  tons  of  powder  were 
burned. 

General  John  Adair,  of  Kentucky,  died  on  the 
19th  ult.  m the  83d  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  early  northwestern  war,  and  commanded  the 
Kentucky  troops  at  New  Orleans  in  1814  ’15.  He  had, 
during  his  life,  filled  also  many  civil  offices,  amongst 
which  was  that  of  senator  of  the  United  States. 

American  fishermen.  An  extract  from  the  Hali- 
fax Times  of  May  26,  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Topliff’by 
the  steamer  North  American,  from  St.  John,  N.  B. 
states  that  the  British  schooner  Victory,  capt.  Darby, 
seized  two  American  fishing  schooners,  the  Paptneau, 
and  the  Mary,  of  Maine,  on  Tuesday  morning,  May  19. 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pennsylvania.  Sales  of  stock 
in  N.  Vork,  2d  inst. 71  1-2 a 72;  in  Philadelphia,  761-2 
a 77. 

Bicknell’s  Philadelphia  Reporter  of  Tuesday  says: 
We  had  a rumor  in  town  on  Thursday,  that  in  indivi- 
dual from  Boston,  had  arrived  with  notes  of  the  U. 
States  bank,  to  the  amount  of  $300,000;  and  with  in- 
structions to  put  them  in  suit.  T-his  would  require  a 
security  of  double  the  amount,  or  $1,600,000 — in  order 
to  postpone  their  payment  for  a year.  We  have  not 
yet  he.  rd  the  result.  The  name  of  the  individual  is 
John  Thayer,  esq.  and  it  is  said  that  the  notes  were 
collected  together,  by  a number  of  Boston  banks  and 
Boston  merchants.  The  bank  has  already  paid  very 
large  sums  in  specie  since  her  suspension,  and  has  re- 
cently, as  already  staled  by  us,  been  replenishing  her 
vaults  with  specie.  It  is  quite  possible  that  her  direc- 
tors know  what  they  are  about,  and  are  perfectly  com- 
petent in  tact  and  til  means,  to  resist,  with  effect,  any 
new  demonstration  of  this  kind.  It  is  nevertheless 
certain  that  a good  deal  of  uneasiness  exists  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  feel  an  interest  on  the  subject,  and 
all  things  considered,  her  stock  is  quite  as  high  in  the 
market  as  cotild  be  expected.  Assailed  and  crippled 
as  this  institution  has  been,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  wonder  is  that  she  has  been  able  to  maintain  as 
good  a position  as  she  at  present  occupies. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  made  several 
inquiries,  and  learn  that  no  such  amount  was  brought 
on  from  Boston,  and  that  if  suits  are  about  to  be  insii- 
tuted,  the  bank  has  made  ample  arrangements  to  avoid 
every  thing  like  difficulty.  'Phis  is  gratifying,  and  we 
again  indulge  a hope  that  all  will  go  well  in  the  end. 

Bank  of  Virginia.  It  appears  that  Green,  who  has 
been  so  long  under  examination  in  Richmond,  for  de- 
frauding the  bank  through  the  instrumentality  and 
fears  of  Dabney  the  teller,  has  made  a direct  overture 
of  brtbety  to  the  prosecuting  officer.  Mr.  Mayo,  the 
attorney,  recently  presented  to  the  court  a letter,  in 
which  Green,  on  the  first  day  of  his  arrest,  now  seve- 
ral weeks  ago,  oflered  “Lite  half  ol  all  he  had  left,” 
which  he  said  “would  be  the  largest  fee  Mr.  Mayo  had 
ever  received,  and  enable  him  to  live  two  years  with- 
out practice,  if  he  would  let  matters  go  easy  with  him, 
Green.  No  explanation  is  given  of  Mr.  Mayo’s  no- 
tion for  withholding  so  long  from  the  court  and  the 
public,  the  knowledge  of  this  otter  by  Green.  [Sun. 

Col.  Crockett.  The  Texas'  Sentinel  pronounces 
the  story  of  col.  Crockett  being  alive^and  a prisoner  in 
the  Mexican  mines,  to  be  a hoax,  rph'’ 
received  any  credit  at  Austin. 

Emigration.  Since  the  1st  April  last  16,000  emi- 
grants have  arrived  at  New  York,  most  of  whom  have 
gone  on  to  the  west.  This  is  4,932  more  than  arrived 
in  the  same  period  last  year. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  England  8u8  1-4; 

Domestic  exchanges. — Baltimore  4 3-4a5;  Philadel- 
phia 5u5  18;  Richmomd,  5 1-2, 16;  Charleston,  3 1 2a3-4; 
Savannah,  8a8  1-2;  Augusta,  11  l-2ul2;  Columbus,  13. 

Florida.  The  two  actors  besides  Mr.  Vose,  killed 
by  Indians  near  St.  Augustine,  were  Mr.  Lyne  and 
Mr  Wegher,  a clarionet  player.  The  latter  was  a na- 
tive of  Berlin,  Prussia.  Mr.  German,  after  running 
for  three  miles,  succeeded  in  reaching  Fort  Searle, 
hotly  pursued  the  whole  way  by  two  Indians;  who 
fired  at  him  and  missed.  Ail  the  lulled  were  scalped. 

Florida  war  operations.  General  Armtstead  has  re- 
moved his  head  quarters  from  St.  Augustine  to  Fort 

^Major  L.  Thomas,  A.  A.  G.  is  relieved  from  duty, 
with  the  army  of  the  south.  Captain  W . S.  Bliss,  suc- 
ceeds him. 

Georgia.  Tremendious  freshet  of  the  Savanna  river. 
We  have  most  distressing  details  given  in  the  Augusta 
Chronicle  and  other  papers  fiom  the  south,  of  the  effect 
of  a rise  in  the  river,  which  overflowed  both  Augusta 
and  Hamburg,  until  the  water  reached  the  second 
floors  of  the  houses.  At  midnight  ol  the  27th,  says  the 
Chronicle  “the  city  was  completely  submerged  and  the 
river  continuing  to  rise.  The  scene  was  a painful  one; 
many  families  were  still  in  their  houses,  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  a current  to  them  impassable  without  aid, 
and  the.  water  making  rapid  inroads  upon  them.  Prom 
this  fearful  situation  they  were  relieved  by  boats  and 
horsemen,  not,  however,  in  some  instances,  until  they 


The  rumor  never 


were  standing  to  their  necks  in  water.  In  this  work  of 
noble,  generous  philanthropy,  many  of  our  citizens 
were  engaged  all  night;  and  in  many  instances  it  was 
perilous,  as  the  streets  in  many  places  would  swim  the 
tallest  horses.  When  the  day  dawned,  our  city  ap- 
peared as  if  standing  in  the  midst  of  a vast  sea  ol  wa- 
ter, which  extended  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach 
from  the  highest  eminence.  Boats  capable  of  carry- 
ing forty  bales  of  cotton  were  floating  through  every 
street  in  the  city  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  our  beauti- 
ful Broad  street  was  from  two  to  ten  feet  deep,  and  in 
some  places  running  with  the  rapidity  of  a mountain 
torrent.’’ 

This  scene  continued  during  the  day — and  on  the 
30, h the  Chronicle  adds:  This  morning  the  water  in 
the  river  has  fallen  so  as  not  to  flood  the  city  except  in 
one  or  two  places,  which-are  yet  strong  and  deep  cur- 
rents. And  the  withdrawal  of  the  water  from  the  other 
portions  of  the  city  makes  bare  our  streets,  once  beau- 
tiful and  level,  which  presents  a scene  to  the  eye  which 
no  language  can  describe.  Those  only  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  our  soil  can  have  any 
conception  of  the  damage  done  to  the  streets,  which  in 
many  places  are  washed  ten  or  fifteen  feet  deep.  The 
destruction  of  property,  both  public  and  private,  has 
been  immense — die  upper  bridge  has  been  entirely  car- 
ried away,  and  about  three  or  four  hundred  feet  of  the 
lower  one. 

It  is  a source  of  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
events,  that,  amid  all  this  destruction  of  property,  there 
has  not  been,  that  we  as  yet  hear,  any  loss  of  human 
life. 

Many  dwellings  have  been  swept  entirely  away,  and 
a great  many  more  have  been  rendered  entirely  unfit 
for  use,  and  must  be  repaired,  and  in  some  instances 
almost  entirely  rebuilt,  before  they  can  be  fit  for  use. 
Several  brick  buildings,  some  of  them  very  handsome 
edifices,  have  been  much  injured,  and  others  must  be 
taken  down. 

The  loss  to  the  city  and  individuals  is  variously  esti 
mated  at  from  $500,000  to  $1,000,000.  Many  persons 
narrowly  escaped  drowning,  and  some  were  well  nigh 
drowned  in  Broad  street,  of  the  most  thrilling  incidents 
which  occurred  is  that  of  a little  girl  about  eleven  years 
of  age,  who  was  taken  up  in  the  middle  of  the  river 
about  twenty-five  miles  above  the  city,  by  captain  Jo- 
seph Staunton,  of  a Petersburg  boat.  The  story  of  the 
adventure  of  this  little  girl  we  have  obtained  from  her- 
self. She  is  the  daughter  Eliza,  of  a poor  widow  lady, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Stone,  who  lived  on  the  river,  near  Fergu- 
son’s ferry,  on  the  South  Carolina  side.  She  says  the 
intimation  they  had  of  their  danger,  they  were  sur- 
rounded by  the  river,  when  her  mother,  a daughter  old- 
er than  Eliza,  Eliza,  two  brothers  younger  than  her- 
self, and  a faithful  dotr,  fled  to  the  top  of  their  little  cot- 
tage, soon  after  which  the  house  was  taken  off  by  the 
current.  One  after  another,  they  met  a watery  grave, 
Eliza  and  the  dog  only  clinging  to  the  wreck,  when 
she  came  in  sight  of  the  boat  of  captain  S.  who  had 
lashed  his  boat  to  a tree,  and  succeeded  in  making  her 
cries  heard.  Captain  S.  immediately  roused  his  hands, 
who  were  all  asleep,  and  gave  chase,  and,  after  pursu- 
ing her  about  three  miles,  overtook  and  rescued  her  and 
the  dog  from  their  perilous  situation.  Captain  S.  says 
she  was  on  a lew  shingles,  which  were  supported  by  a 
feather  bed,  being  all  that  was  left  of  tite  house  on 
which  she  started,  on  which  frail  bark  she  had  de- 
scended the  river  twelve  miles  when  she  was  picked 
up. 

Hamburg  appears  to  have  suffered  still  more  severe- 
ly. The  Charleston  Courier  of  the  29th  says:  “The 
cars  cannot  reach  Plamburg.  But  our  messenger  has 
arrived  here  from  Shultz’s  Hill  since  10  o’clock  this 
morning,  and  he  is  now  at  my  house,  from  whom  I 
have  the  following:  He  states  that  when  he  reached  the 
scene  of  distress  yesterday,  no  access  could  be  had 
from  the  hill  to  the  city;  that  the  water  was  rushing 
through  the  city  with  a swift  current,  and  that  it  had 
reached  such  a height  that  it  was  running  through  the 
second  floors  of  many  of  the  buildings;  he  states  that 
so  rapid  was  the  rise,  that  nothing  was  saved;  he  doubts 
whether  a thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  was  saved 
in  the  whole.  As  yet  the  life  of  no  white  person  is 
known  to  be  lost.  This  morning,  when  he  left,  the 
flood  was  abating,  and  had  gone  down  about  five  feet, 
and  he  states  that  he  saw  some  of  the  lights  over  the 
doors  of  some  of  the  stores,  but  that  the  doors  were 
still  hidden  by  the  water.  Some  boats  were  this  morn- 
ing running  from  the  hill  to  the  city,  bringing  off  the 
women  and  children  who  had  fled  to  the  Bank  of 
Hamburg  and  other  two-story  buildings  in  the  highest 
situations  forsalety.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  work  of  de- 
struction is  complete.  Such  a calamity  is  not  on  record. 
The  citizens  of  a flourishing  town,  three  days  ago  in 
the  full  current  of  prosperity,  and  what  are  they  now? 


The  labors  of  the  Methodist  missionaries  had  been 
successful,  particularly  at  a place  called  Robertsville, 
where  a great  number  of  natives  and  a few  American 
colonists,  gave  evidence  of  conversion. 

Attach  on  Heddington.  On  the  loth  March,  an  at- 
tack was  made  by  about  300  natives,  under  a chief 
named  Goterah,  upon  the  Methodist  missionary  station 
at  Heddington,  (King  Tom’s  town).  After  an  hour’s 
fighting,  the  assailants  were  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of 
their  leader  and  30  or  40  men,  which  achievement  was 
effected  chiefly  by  two  Methodist  missionaries  and  a 
native  convert.  The  village  contains  52  houses. 

At  the  time  of  this  engagement,  governor  Buchanan 

as  absent  nn  a visit  to  Bassa;  but  com.  Bell,  of  the  U. 
States  brig  Dolphin,  went  down  for  his  excellency  and 
brought  him  to  Monrovia. 

He  resolved  to  attack  Gaytoombah’s  town, .and  set 
out  on  the  27th  March  with  285  men,  including  fifty 
natives.  On  the  23th  an  ambuscade  affair  took  place, 
in  which  capt.  Charles  Sneette  was  mortally  wounded 
and  lieut.  Richardson  had  his  arm  broken.  The  party 
pushed  on  and  attacked  the  town  which,  though  well 
prepared  for  defence,  with  an  abundance  of  musketry, 
two  swivels  and  barricades,  was  gallantly  carried  by 
storm.  Captain  Charles  Johnson  received  several 
wounds.  A native  youth,  Charles  Tulliver,  was  killed. 
All  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  fled.  This  was  on  Sa- 
turday. The  Liberian  force  remained  on  the  ground 
until  Monday,  and  then  returned  after  burning  the 
town,  reaching  Monrovia  on  Tuesday  night.  The 
wounded  were  all  recovering. 

This  seems  to  have  restored  tranquillity.  The  Afri- 
can Luminary  of  the  17th  April,  says:  “Since  our  last 
a number  of  kings  and  head  men. of  the  tribes  adjoin- 
ing us,  have  been  in  Monrovia,  and  spent  several  days 
with  gov.  Buchanan.  They  were  all,  it  appears,  very 
desirous  to  convince  him  that  neither  of  them  had  any 
hand  in  the  late  outrages  committed  by  Gaytoombah 
on  the  colony,  particularly  king  Brummley,  who  has 
been  very  strongly  suspected  of  being  a party  concern- 
ed. Nothing  could  be  proved  against  him  however, 
nor  any  of  his  people.  We  learn  that  the  governor  is 
in  treaty  with  these  kings,  for  the  purchase  of  a large 
tract  of  country  on  the  north  of  St.  Paul’s,  which  if 
bought,  will  doubtless  be  a great  acquisition  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  commonwealth. 


Liberia.  The  colonization  packet  ship  Saluda,  capt. 
Parsons,  arrived  at  New  York  from  Liberia,  Africa, 
after  a passage  of  38  days.  She  left  at  that  port  the 
U.  S.  brig  of  war  Dolphin — all  well.  The  Express  fur- 
nishes the  following  items: 

The  Saluda  arrived  out  on  the  17th  March,  with  her 
120  emigrants,  who  were  cordially  welcomed  by  the 
colonists.  They  would  probably  settle  at  Bexley,  on 
the  St.  John’s  river. 

The  accounts  from  the  Maryland  colony  at  Cape 
Palmas,  are  very  cheering.  Natives  and  settlers  are 
busily  engaged  to  their  farms.  Crops  abundant. 

The  weather  at  Liberia,  in  the  beginning  of  Febru- 
ary, was  the  coldest  ever  known  there.  The  mercury 
was  down  to  65,  and  at  Cape  Palmas  to  62. 


A hopeful  case.  One  of  the  numbers  of  the  Re- 
gister, the  last  of  some  volumes  which  had  been  mailed 
to  a “patron”  of  the  publication  since  any  credits  had 
been  placed  to  his  account  on  the  ledger — was  some 
time  since  returned  by  the  postmaster  with  the 'follow- 
ing pithy  inscription,  “not  wanted — not  called  for — not 
able  to  pay  arrearages — not  able  to  pay  postage — not 
any  prospects  of  ever  being  able — not  in  any  business — 
not  seeking  for  any — not  able  to  live  by  law — not  wil- 
ling to  wi.rk — and  not  the  worst  man  in  our  borough 
after  all,  by  a good  deal.” 

The  Methodist  general  conference  which  has 
been  for  some  weeks  in  session  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
closed  its  session  on  the  4th  instant. 

They  have  made  five  new  conferences,  viz:  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  North  Ohio,  Memphis,  Rock  River  and 
Texas. 

Bishop  Soule  was  unanimously  appointed  a delegate 
to  attend  the  conference  of  the  Wesleyan  connexion  in 
England,  in  1342. 

Natchez — rebuilding.  “Our  poor  city,”  says  the 
Free  Trader  of  a late  date,  begins  to  teem  like  a bee- 
hive with  the  clatter  of  hammers  and  the  bustle  of  re- 
pairs and  rebuilding.  Something  is  being  done  to  al- 
most every  d welling  which  can,  by  any  posibtlity,  be 
repaired.  If  the  dry  weather  should  continue  ten  days 
longer,  a considerable  part  of  our  population  who  re- 
main in  the  city  at  that  time,  will  be  so  sheltered,  that 
they  will  be  protected  from  the  rain  in  their  beds. 

Pennsylvania  legislature.  In  the  house,  on  the 
1st  instant,  the  bill  to  impose  a direct  tax  on  real  and 
personal  property  was  passed,  47  to  41. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says — 

It  is  computed  that  the  tax  will  put  into  the  treasury 
upwards  of  $1,000,000  per  annum.  The  effect  in  this 
city  will  be  wholesome. — All  our  sound  stocks  will  im- 
mediately advance. 

Protestant  Episcopal  bishop  of  Maryland-  The 
rev.  Dr.  Whiitingham,  has  accepted  the  appointment 
of  bishop  of  this  diocese. 

. Soundings  in  the  Atlantic.  Capt.  Ross,  the  Arc- 
tic navigator,  who  is  now  engaged  on  an  Antartic  ex- 
pedition, obtained  soundings  in  the  middle  of  the  At- 
lantic with  a line  tf  25,000  fathoms,  or  about  3 miles 
in  length.  This  is  the  greatest  depth  by  far  ever  reach- 
ed by  a sounding  line. 

Steamboats.  The  steamboat  Albany,  which  runs 
between  Albany  and  New  York,  is  said  to  be  the 
longest  in  the  world.  Her  extreme  length  is  289  feet. 

The  iron  steamboat  Valley  Forge  left  Pittsburg  oil 
the  26th  ult.  for  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Anthony’s  Falls. 

Washington  city.  The  election  for  members  of 
the  corporation  took  place  on  the  1st  instant.  William 
W.  Seaton,  etq.  one  of  the  editors  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer., was  elected  mayor.  The  votes  stood  Seaton 
(whig)  771;  Hohan  (administration)  377 — majority  394. 
Of  the  twenty-four  members  elected  to  the  city  council, 
22  are  stated  to  be  whigs  and  two  administration 
men. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  British  steam  ship  Unicorn,  the  first  of  Cu- 
nanl’s  line,  just  established  between  Liverpool  and 
Boston  via  Halifax,  left  Liverpool  on  the  16th 
May,  reached  Halifax  the  1st  June,  and  Boston  on 
the  3d,  making  the  whole  passage  notwithstanding 
the  head  winds,  in  eighteen  Says. 

The  Boston  folks  gave  her  a characteristic  re- 
ception. The  American  and  British  flags  were 
flying  from  the  mast  heads  of  the  vessels  in  port, 
and  from  the  public  buildings  of  the  city  and  vici- 
nity. The  United  States  ship  Columbus,  and  the 
revenue  cutter  gaily  dressed  with  flags,  welcomed 
the  stranger;  and  from  Ihe  cutter,  as  well  as  from 
the  town,  salutes  were  as  she  passed  along  the 
wharves.  A civic  festival  at  Faneuil  Hall,  in  ho- 
nor of  the  occasion,  was  to  follow'. 

CREAT  BRITAIN. 

In  commercial  matters  the  aspect  of  things  ap- 
pears b-lter.  The  internal  trade  of  the  country' 
was  somewhat  brisker,  and  consequently  money 
was  more  in  demand.  The  differences  between 
England  and  Naples  has  been  settled  by  the  media- 
tion of  F ranee. 

Cotton  market.  For  the  week  ending  8th  May. 
the  sales  averaged  6,000  bales  daily.  For  the  week 
ending  15th,  sales  were,  at  some  improvement  i,n 
prices,  not  so  large,  at  a decline  of  about  l-8d.  in 
the  better  qualities. 

United  States  bank  shares  were  quoted  on  the  9th 
at  161.  to  16/.  10s.  The  intelligence  from  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  has  operated  favorably. 

The  crops  throughout  Great  Britain  are  represent- 
ed as  very  promising.  A long  continued  drought 
had  been  succeeded  by  refreshing  and  abundant 
rains, — which,  says  a Hereford  paper,  “came  as  a 
blessing  to  the  countiy,  and  their  effect  on  vegeta- 
tion is  most  gratifying.  Every  thing  looks  well.” 

The  average  price  of  what  as  reported  for  the 
week  ending  May  8,  was  63s.  Id. — average  of  the 
Vol.  VIII— Sig.  15. 


| last  six  weeks  68s.  8d.  The  duty  remained  at 
16s.  8d. 

The  advices  from  China  were  only7  to  the  20th  of 
January;  not  so  lute  as  have  been  received  here. 

The  Irish  corporations  bill  had  passed  a second 
reading  in  the  house  of  lords. 

A letter  dated  15th  May  to  the  editor  of  the 
Courier  and  Enquirer  says:  “The  weather  since 
the  departure  ol  Ihe  British  Queen  has  been  fa- 
vorable to  the  wannest  wishes  of  the  countiy — for 
alter  two  months  ot  dry  easteily  winds  which  had 
absorbed  the  successive  moisture  ot  eight  damp 
preceding- months — we  have,  during  the  last  three 
days,  been  in  the  midst  of  warm  showers  with  the 
wind  from  the  northwest.  During  last  night  and 
the  present  day  a great  weight  of  rain  lias  been 
falling,  and  the  vegetation  appears  to  be  refreshed 
and  in  a state  of  splendor  which  lias  been  seldom 
remembered  in  the  middle  of  the  month  of  May. 

The  corn  market  has  fallen  in  London  about  3 
per  cent,  since  the  time  of  your  accounts  by  tile 
British  Queen;  but  the  provincial  markets  have  not 
been  affected  to  the  same  extent.  Tile  duty  on 
wheat  lias  risen  to  16s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  on  flour 
lo  10s.  per  barrel,  but  it  is  thought  from  the  state  ol 
the  average,  that  the  rates  will  return  on  Thursday 
next  to  13s.  8d.  per  quarter  on  wtieat,  and  8d.  per 
barrel  of  flour  ol  196  lbs.  On  the  generally  very 
important  subject  of  the  state  and  purports  of  the 
English  corn  markets,  it  may  be  seriously  said, 
that  whilst  the  supplies  both  in  England  and 
throughout  Europe,  are  reduced  to  a slate  which 
would  be  very  alarming  indeed,  if  a third  unfavora- 
ble harvest  should  occur;  yet  that  the  chances  at 
the  momenta  are  highly  favorable  to  a very  eatlv 
and  very  abundant  harvest,  on  which  to  be  evident, 
depends  every  thing  in  this  quarter  of  the  world. 

Money  and  trade.  The  same  letter  says:  “Since 
the  departure  of  the  British  Queen,  we  have  re- 
ceived accounts  from  the  United  States  by  several 
packet  ships — the  latter  being  by  the  Westminister, 
which  arrived  at  Portsmouth  on  Sunday  night  last, 
with  dates  to  tiie  28th  ult.;  these  accounts  being 
particularly  satisfactory  on  the  subject  of  the  north- 
eastern boundary  line.  The  report  of  tiie  commit- 
tee, and  the  speeches  of  members  of  the  senate — 
that  of  Mr.  Clay  especially — have  been  viewed  as 
dissipating-  entirely  the  late  remaining  apprehen- 
sions of  the  possibility  of  a war  between  England 
ami  the  United  States.  The  market  for  American 
securities  has  not,  however,  been  improved  in  tiie 
manner  w hich  was  anticipated  by  many  capitalists 
here — business  continuing  lo  be  extremely  limited 
in  every  security  excepting  Ihe  shares  of  tiie  Unit- 
ed States,  which  are  purchased  freely  at  £16  10s. 
and  occasionally  £16  15s.  has  been  paid  for  small 
amounts.  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
stocks  are  purchased  for  the  Paris  market;  but  tiie 
quotations  do  not  improve  beyond  the  trifling 
amount  of  the  interest  to  become  due  respectively 
on  various  stocks.  The  American  market  is  in  the 
same  condition  of  stagnation  with  almost  every 
other  market  in  t his  country — for  the  state  of  tiie 
weather  and  prospect  of  the*  crops  is  so  vitally  im- 
portant, through  tiie  immensity  of  tiie  interests  in- 
volved in  its  result,  that  speculation  of  every  de- 
scription is  paralyzed,  and  even  the  unexampled 
favorable  weather  of  the  last  ten  months  lias  riot 
been  sufficient  to  remove  the  timidity  which  re- 
sults fioin  a knowledge  that  the  season  has  not  yet 
advanced  beyond  the  middle  of  tiie  month  of  May; 
that  tiie  supplies  of  old  grain  are  proceeding  rapid- 
ly to  exhaustion,  and  that  there  is  not  quite 
£4,000,000  bullion  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank.  So 
much  is  unfortunately  dependent  upon  the  issue  of 
the  ensuing  harvest,  that  although  every  favorable 
day  inay  assist  in  producing  more  cheetfuine3s  and 
confidence  amongst  capitalists,  yet  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  no  very  animated  speculative  busi- 
ness will  be  ventured  upon  in  the  money  market, 
until  the  result  of  the  harvest  be  favorable  beyond 
tiie  possibility  of  a doubt. 

• A destructive  fne  broke  out  in  London  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  of  May,  in  Mary  le-bone 
street,  which  was  attended  with  the  loss  of  lives. 
One  body  had  been  recovered  from  the  ruins,  sup- 
posed to  be  that  of  Mr.  Marr,  chief  clerk  of  tiie 
United  Kingdom  life  insurance  office.  The  body 
of  Mr.  Cowley,  clerk  of  Messrs.  Stultz,  tailors, 
was  still  under  the  ruins. 


Sensation  was  created  in  England  by  intelligence 
of  the  arrival  of  a Chinese  envoy  in  Holland,  for 
the  putpose  of  granting  lelters  of  marque  to  Dutch 
and  American  vessels  against  Engli-h  commerce. 
Tiie  Brussels  papers  confidently  asserted  the  truth 
of  the  story,  but  it.  turned  out  to  be  apocryphal. 

The  northeastern  boundary.  Lord  John  Russell, 
in  answer  to  a question  from  Mr.  Hume,  said: 

“Commissioners  were  appointed  by  tiie  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  who  had  surveyed  the  dis- 
puted country,  and  had  arrived  in  this  country  in 
January  last.  Their  report  was  received  only  a 
lew  days  ago;  it  contains  matter  of  very  considera- 
ble importance,  and  is  now  under  tile  consideration 
of  the  government,  and  an  answer  will  be  immedi- 
ately returned  to  the  last  proposition  made  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  informing  them 
how  far  we  can  fall  in  with  the  proposition  they 
last  made. 

“That  is  the  only  answer  I can  give  at  present 
upon  that  branch  of  Ihe  subject.  With  respect  to 
the  questions  relating  to  t lie  provisional  agreement 
of  last  year,  it  is  unfortunate  ttiat  it  is  almost  en- 
tirely upon  it  that  recent  difficulties  have  arisen. — 
The  noble  lord  then  adverted  to  the  differences 
that  had  arisen  between  the  two  countries  on  this 
subject,  and  concluded  by  saying,  I trust  and  be- 
lieve that  peace  will  not  be  interrupted,  but  that 
the  whole  will  end  in  a formal  and  amicable  settle- 
ment of  existing  differences.”— -(  Cheers). 

Lord  William  Russell  was  murdered  in  his  ow'ti 
house  in  Norfolk  street,  Park  lane,  London,  May  5, 
it  was  supposed  by  his  own  valet.  His  throat  was 
cut,  while  he  w'as  lying  in  bpd,  and  he  was  found 
weltering  in  his  blood,  and  dead,  his  chamber  hav- 
ing been  rifled. 

Emigration.  A Liverpool  paper  states  that  4,800 
people  departed  from  Drogheda  alone,  via  Liver- 
pool, for  this  country,  during  the  six  weeks  pre- 
ceding the  16th  May,  and  that  they  took  with  them, 
on  an  average,  twenty  pounds  each,  or  not  less 
than  £ 100,000  in  specie. 

Tiie  following,  from  the  London  Sun,  of  the  13th, 
gives  all  thp  new  information  we  find  respecting 
the  affairs  of  England  and  Chinn: 

In  the  peers  last  night,  earl  Stanhope  moved  an 
address  to  her  majesty,  deploring  the  interruption 
of  our  friendly  relations  with  China,  and  entreat- 
ing her  majesty  to  take  measures  to  prevent  pro- 
ceedings dishonorable  to  tiie  character,  and  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  The  noble 
earl  made  a long  speech  in  support  of  his  motion. 

Viscount  Melbourne  defended  the  government, 
and  gave  a brief  account  of  the  whole  transaction. 
The  noble  viscount’s  speech  was  pleasant  and 
clever. 

Tiie  duke  of  Wellington,  preferring,  as  he  gene- 
rally has  done,  what  lie  conceives  to  be  his  duty  to 
his  country,  his  duty  to  his  party,  spoke  in  strong 
terms  of  praise  of  captain  Elliot’s  conduct,  and 
declared  that  had  he  given  up  the  English  seamen, 
or  had  he  not  stood  by  Mr.  Dent,  he  would  have 
been  guiliy  of  a gross  dereliction  of  duty.  The 
noble  duke  moved  the  previous  question,  and  will 
merit  the  reproaches  of  the  opium  party  by  sup- 
porting the  ministers  and  the  war.  We  are  quite 
at  a loss  to  know  what  sir  James  Graham,  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  sir  Robert  Peel  will  say  to  his 
grace’s  speech;  but  this  we  know',  that  it  gives 
them  a harder  blow  than  even  that  which  they  re- 
ceived from  lord  Palmerston. 

Lords  Littleton,  Colchester,  Ellenborougb  and 
Ashburton  took  part  in  the  debate,  which  ended  by 
the  previous  question  being  carried  without  a di- 
vision, and  their  lordships  adjourned. 

Curious  phenomenon.  An  English  paper,  the 
Batli  Gazette,  says  that  the  fail  of  the  cliffs  and  up- 
heaving of  the  bed  of  the  sea  now  reaches  from 
Whitland’s  bay  to  Axmouth,  a distance  of  many 
miles.  This  extraordinary  phenomenon  of  nature 
forms  the  leading  attraction  of  Lytne  Regis,  which 
is  crowded  daily  with  visiters,  who  flock  from  all 
parts  to  see  this  wonderf  ul  effect  ot  one  of  nature’s 
convulsions. 

Feargus  O’Connor  has  been  sentenced  to  impri- 
sonment in  York  Castle  for  eighteen  months,  and 
at*the  expiration  of  that  time  to  find  security  for 
his  good  behavior  for  two  years,  tor  publishing 
“a  seditious  libel.” 
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The  queen  gave  on  the  1 1th,  a state,  ball  at 
Buckingham  palace — it  being  the  first  since  her 
marriage.  The  queen  opened  t h ball  in  a qua- 
drille, in  which  her  partner  was  prince  George,  of 
Cambridge,  prince  Albert  dancing  with  princess 
Augusta,  of  Cambridge.  The  prince  afterwards 
waltzed  with  the  princess  Augusta.  The  Ameri- 
can minister  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  are  enumerated 
among  the  distinguished  personages  present. 

FRANCE. 

Measures  for  removal  of  the  remains  of  Napoleon 
to  France.  Paris  papers  are  to  the  13th.  They  are 
wholly  devoted  to  enthusiastic  congratulations  upon 
the  idea  that  the  remains  of  Napoleon  are  to  be 
transported  to  France.  The  papers  say  that  gene- 
rals Bertrand  and  Gourgaud,  and  count  Las  Cases 
— those  faithful  followers  who  deemed  it  the  highest 
privilege  to  be  permitted  to  share  the  exile  of  their 
fallen  chieftain  and  ruler — are  to  acccornpany  the 
prince  de  Joinville  to  St.  Helena.  General  Petit, 
of  whom  Napoleon  took  so  affecting  a leave  at 
Fontainbleau,  in  1814,  will  likewise  proceed  on  the 
mission.  In  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  12th, 
the  minister  of  the  interior,  having  ascended  the 
tribune,  spoke  as  follows: 

“Gentlemen:  The  king  has  commanded  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  de  joinville — (demonstrations 
of  attention  and  curiosty) — to  proceed  with  his  fri- 
gate to  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  to  obtain  the  last 
mortal  remains  of  the  emperor  Napoleon — (loud 
applause  in  the  chamber  and  public  tribunes).  We 
now  ask  you  to  grant  us  the  means  of  receiving  them 
on  the  soil  of  France  with  dignity  worthy  of  his 
name,  and  to  erect  a tomb  to  his  memory.  (Great 
acclamation.)  Thegovernment,  anxious  toaccom- 
plish  a national  duty — (cries  of  yes,  yes,  yes,)— ad- 
dressed itsell'toEngland,  and  requested  the  surrender 
of  that  precious  deposit  which  fortune  has  placed  in 
their  hands.  The  wish  had  hardly  been  expressed 
when  it  was  complied  with.  These  are  the  words  of 
cur  magnanimous  allies:  ‘Her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment hopes  that  the  promptitude  vvitli  which  the 
answer  is  given  will  be  considered  in  France  as  a 
proof  of  its  wish  to  erase  the  last  trace  of  those  na- 
tional animosities,  which,  during  the  life  of  the  em- 
peror, armed  France  against  England.  Her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  government  wishes  to  believe  that 
if  any  remains  of  such  a sentiment  still  exist,  they 
will  be  buried  in  the  tomb  where  the  last  remains 
of  Napoleon  shall  be  deposited.’  (Loud  and  long 
acclamations.)  England  is  right,  gentlemen,  this 
noble  restitution  will  strengthen  the  bonds  that 
unite  us,  and  will  contribute  to  efface  our  painful 
recollections  of  the  past.  The  period  ha3  arrived 
when  the  two  nations  should  only  have  the  remem- 
brance of  their  glory.  The  frigate  charged  with 
the  mortal  remains  of  Napoleon  w ill  arrive  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Seine,  where  they  will  be  removed  to 
another  vessel,  which  will  convey  them  to  Paris. 
They  will  be  deposited  at  the  Invaliries.  A solemn 
ceremony— a grand  religious  and  military  pomp- 
will  inaugurate  the  tomb  which  is  to  receive  them 
forever.  It  is  important,  gentlemen,  to  the  majesty 
of  such  a souvenir,  that  this  august  sepulture  should 
not  be  in  a public  place,  in  the  midst  of  a noisy  and 
inattentive  crowd.  It  is  proper  that  it  should  be 
in  a silent  and  sacred  spot,  which  can  be  visited 
with  awe  by  those  who  respect  glory  and  genius, 
grandeur  and  misfortune.  He  was  emperor  and 
king.  He  was  the  legitimate  sovereign  of  our 
country.  With  such  a title  he  could  be  interred  at 
St.  Denis;  but  Napoleon  must  not  have  the  ordi- 
nary sepulture  of  kings.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  must 
still  reign  and  command  in  the  building  in  which 
the  soldiers  of  the  country  repose,  and  to  which  all 
who  may  be  called  upon  to  defend  it  will  go  to  draw 
their  inspirations.  His  sword  will  be  placed  upon 
his  tomb.  Under  the  dome  in  the  midst  of  the  tem- 
ple consecrated  by  religion  to  the  god  of  armies,  art 
will  raise  a tomb,  w'orthy,  if  possible,  of  the  name 
to  be  engraved  upon  it.  In  future  France,  and 
France  alone,  will  possess  what  remains  of  Napo- 
leon. The  grave,  like  the  memory  of  Napoleon, 
will  belong  only  to  his  country.  The  monarchy  of 
1830  is,  in  fact,  the  only  and  legitimate  heir  of  all 
the  souvenirs  of  which  France  is  proud.  It  belong- 
ed, doubtlessly,  to  this  monarchy,  which  was  (he 
first  to  rally  all  the  strength  and  conciliate  all  the 
wishes  of  the  French  revolution,  to  raise  and  fear- 
lessly to  honor  the  statue  and  the  tomb  of  a popular 
hero;  for  there  is  only  one  thing  w'hich  does  not 
dread  comparison  with  glory — it  is  liberty.” 

Sighs  and  tears  were  the  first  audible  responses 
given  by  the  deputies  to  this  heart  stirring  address. 
Afterwards  they  crowded  round  the  ministers  to 
congratulate  them  upon  a measure  so  glorious  to 
France.  The  bill  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Art.  1.  There  is  opened  to  the  minister  ofthe  inte- 
rior, upon  the  estimate  of  1840,  a cre.dit  of  1,000,000 
..francs  for  the  transportation  of  the  mortal  remains 


of  the  emperor  Napoleon  to  the  church  of  the  Inva- 
lides,  and  for  the  erection  of  his  tomb. 

Art.  2.  The  expenditure  authorised  by  the  pre- 
sent law  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  resources 
granted  by  the  law  of  finances  of  August  10,  1839, 
for  the  estimates  of  1S40. 

Given  at  the  Tuileries,  May  12,  1840. 

Some  corn  riots  have  occurred  in  France,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advance  in  the  price  of  grain,  but 
they  w'ere  quelled  by  active  police  measures,  aided 
by  a severe  rain  storm. 

Commercial  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  The  La  Presse  announces  that  the  Bri- 
tish and  French  commissioners  had  at  last  agreed 
on  the  basis  of  a commercial  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  According  to  La  Presse, 
“France  is  to  increase  her  import  duties  on  linen 
and  linen  yarn,  and  to  remove  the  prohibition  now 
existing  against  the  importation  of  fine  ironmon- 
gery, stone  pottery,  a few  articles  ot  woolen  ma- 
nufacture, and  various  small  objects  ot  ordinary 
consumption,  substituting  for  that  prohibition  an 
elevated  scale  of  duties.” 

In  return  for  these  concessions,  which  will  be 
duly  appreciated,  “England  is  to  reduce  from  30  to 
15  per  cent,  the  import  duties  on  all  the  articles  of 
Parisian  production,  on  clocks,  watches,  and  on 
stained  and  dyed  paper.  She  will  reduce  the  im- 
port duty  on  French  wines  from  5s.  6d.  per  gallon 
to  2s.  per  gallon,  and  that  on  brandy  from  22s.  to 
14s.  per  gallon.”  “Thus,”  says  La  Presse,  “our 
wines  will  pay  only  an  import  duty  of  8 or  9 sous 
in  England,  while  the  customs  duty  on  its  entry 
into  Paris  is  6 sous;  and  we  may  hope  to  furnish 
for  British  consumption  good  vin  ordinaire  at  If. 
25c.  (Is.)  a bottle.”  “The  import  duties  on  silks 
are  to  be  those  demanded  by  the  city  of  Lyons.” 

PRUSSIA. 

The  town  of  Crimsien,  Prussia,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  2d  of  May.  Two  hundred  and  thirty 
houses,  the  town  hall,  and  the  court  of  justice  were 
burnt,  and  1,500  persons  deprived  of  shelter. 

BELGIUM. 

The  Belgian  government  had  appropriated  four 
hundred  thousand  francs  to  the  encouragement  of 
steam  navigation  between  that  country  and  the 
United  States. 

RUSSIA. 

The  grand  duke  oi  Hesse  officially  announced 
lo  the  states,  on  the  4th  the  approaching  marriage 
of  his  daughter  with  the  crown-prince  of  Russia. 
Both  houses,  on  receipt  of  this  message,  appointed 
deputations  to  congratulate  the  grand  duke  on  the 
happy  event,  and  prince  de  Wittgensten  was  to 
leave  Darmstadt  in  a few  days  for  Warsaw,  to  meet 
the  emperor  Nicholas,  who  was  to  accompany  the 
empress  to  Berlin. 

The  brave  Circassians  have  gained  new  triumphs 
over  their  Russian  invaders. 

A letter  from  Galatz,  in  Waliachia,  of  the  13th 
of  April,  states  that  the  Circassians  have  never 
shown  so  much  resolution  and  courage  as  recently. 
They  no  longer  confine  themselves  to  skirmishes, 
but  fall  upon  the  Russians  in  the  open  field,  and 
attack  their  fortresses  which  they  take  before  relief 
can  be  received  by  sea,  putting  garrisons  to  the 
sword,  and  carrying  off  the  arms  and  ammunition, 
of  which  they  were  much  in  want.  The  ports  of 
Sebastopol,  Odessa  and  Theodosia,  were  crowded 
with  troops,  and  10,000  men  had  hastily  embarked 
for  the  coasts  of  Circassia. 

A letter  from  Constantinople  asserts  that  an  ac- 
count has  bpen  received  by  the  W’ay  of  Trebisonde, 
stating  the  Russian  expedition  to  Khiva  had  altoge- 
ther failed.  It  is  stated  in  other  papers  that  the  po- 
pulation of  Adrianople  had  shown  much  irritation 
against  the  Christian  residents,  in  consequence  of 
the  murder  of  a Turk,  in  which  it  was  alleged  some 
Franks  assisted.  The  vice  consuls  of  the  Christian 
powers  waited  on  the  governor,  and,  by  his  exer- 
tions, the  riot  was  appeased. 

SPAIN. 

Cabrera,  the  Carlist  leader  in  Spain,  is  not  dead, 
but,  according  to  the  Eco  de  Aragon  of  May  5th, 
was  on  his  way  to  Italy,  with  a large  sum  of  money 
and  a guard  of  one  company  of  grenadiers. 

TURKEY. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Constantinople  is  of 
the  22d  of  April.  An  express  had  arrived  with  the 
positive  assurance  that  Ibrahim  pasha  had  received 
order  from  his  father  to  march  at  once  upon  Constan- 
tinople. The  London  Sun  remarks  upon  this,  that 
if  it  be  true,  ordets  cannot  too  soon  be  given  to  the 
British  fleet  to  pass  the  Dardanelles  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Turkish  capital. 

Five  of  the  sultan’s  wives  were  in  hourly  expec- 
tation of  giving  birth  to  an  heir  to  the  throne.  Con- 
stantinople was  to  be  illuminated  for  seven  nights 
for  sons,  and  three  fordaughters,  without  distinction 
as  to  priority  of  birth. 


A letter  in  the  Paris  papers  states  lhat  the'late 
horrible  persecution  of  the  Jews,  at  Damascus, 
was  principally  directed  by  the  French  consul,  aid- 
ed by  some  other  French  residents.  The  agents 
were  said  to  be  infamous  characters,  and  the  Aus- 
train  and  British  governments  would,  it  was  sup- 
posed, take  up  the  case  and  interfere. 

CHINA  AND  INDIA. 

Letters  from  Bombay  are  to  the  1st  of  April. — 
Preparations  for  the  Chinese  expedition  w ere  con- 
tinued on  a large  scale.  Singapore  would  he  the 
principal  place  of  rendezvous  lor  all  the  troops,  and 
the  7th  of  May  was  named  as  the  latest  day  lor  the 
general  muster. 

An  important  decision,  affecting  the  value  of  cap. 
tain  Elliot’s  opium  scrip,  had  been  delivered  by 
the  supreme  court  at  Calcutta.  A native  merchant 
consigned  opium  to  his  agent  in  Canton,  who  con- 
tracted to  guarantee  the  safe  return  ofthe  proceeds 
in  Sycee  silver;  instead  w hereof  he  forwarded  capt. 
Elliot’s  certificate  that  the  opium  had  been  deliver- 
ed to  him  for  the  service  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment. 

The  court  decided,  that  as  captain  Elliot  was  act- 
ing under  the  constraint  of  a foreign  power,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  proclamation  he  had  issued,  he 
could  not  be  considered  as  exercising  the  authority 
vested  in  him  by  the  British  government,  and  there- 
fore his  acts  were  invalid,  and  the  production  of  his 
certificate  was  no  defence  to  the  action. 

The  cholera  has  again  made  its  appearance  at 
Bombay;  and  at  the  date  of  the  last  accounts  thirty 
persons  had  died  of  it. 

. The  Bank  of  Bombay,  the  government  having  ar- 
ranged all  the  difficulties,  is  about  to  start  into  ope- 
ration. 

The  Chinese  army.  The  Chinese  army,  in  1825, 
was  estimated  at  1,800,000  men — one  million  of 
infantry  and  eight  hundred  thousand  cavalry — in 
numbers  truly  formidable,  but  not  in  efficiency. — 
The  trade  or  profession  of  a soldier  in  China  is  he- 
reditary— the  sons  entering  the  ranks  when  arrived 
at  a specified  age. 

AFRICA. 

Maryland  in  Liberia.  A letter  from  gov.  Russ- 
wurm,  dated  Cape  Palmas,  Africa,  April  7, 1S40,  to 
J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  esq.  president  of  the  Mary  land 
Colonization  society,  says: 

“The  arrival  of  the  Saluda  here,  affords  me  an 
opportunity  of  writing  a few  lines.  The  vessel  is 
now  ready  to  sail,  and  I have  only  time  to  inform 
you  of  the  uninterrupted  peace  and  harmony  which 
prevail  in  our  territory.  Now  is  the  larming  season 
and  it  seems  that  every  body,  native  and  colonist,  is 
intent  upon  impioving  the  season.  Another  vigo- 
rous effort  will  be  made  to  introduce  cotton  and  su- 
gar cane,  and  I -cannot  doubt  of  its  success.  A new 
spirit  seems  diffused  among  the  colonists,  and  every 
man’s  anxiety  is  to  better  his  situation.  They  feel 
sorely  the  disappointment  in  not  getting  the  promis- 
ed horses  and  jacks,  but  relying  on  the  board,  they 
are  willing  to  strive  without  them  another  year. — 

I trust  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  kept 
in  view  of  your  honorable  body.” 

PACIFIC. 

Steam  navigation.  ‘Two  steamboats,  called  the 
Peru  and  the  Chili,  have  recently  been  launched  in 
England,  which  are  intended  to  ply  between  Val- 
peraiso  and  Panama.  In  connexion  w ith  this  fact, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  an  abundance  of  coal 
has  been  lately  discovered  near  the  coast  of  both 
Chili  and  Peru. 

VALPARAISO. 

Advices  from  Valparaiso  announce  the  arrival  of 
the  ship  Lausanne,  from  this  port,  and  her  depar- 
ture on  the  21st  of  February  for  Ihe  Sandwich  is- 
lands and  Columbia  river.  The  Lausanne  carried 
out  a large  expedition  to  re-inforce  the  Methodist 
mission  in  Oregon  territory.  Mr.  Dibble,  a mis- 
sionary ofthe  American  board,  also  went  passenger 
in  the  Lausanne,  on  his  return  to  the  Sandwich  is- 
lands. [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

MONTEVIDEO. 

Advices  to  the  24th  of  March  have  been  receiv- 
ed from  Montevideo.  Rosas  has  been  re-elected 
president,  but  refused  to  accept.  He  was  again 
urged,  but  delayed  giving  his  answer  till  the  result 
of  Levall’s  movement  against  Buenos  Ayres  was 
known. 

NEW  GRENADA. 

General  Santander.  We  regret  to  learn  from 
New  Grenada,  that  general  Santander,  late  presi- 
dent of  Ihe  republic,  lies  dangerously  ill  and  is  not 
expecteil  to  recover.  He  is  perhaps  the  only  man 
who  has  been  at  the  head  of  any  of  the  new  Spanish 
American  republics,  who  has  been  equally  the  friend 
of  law  as  well  as  liberty,  and  who  may  be  consider- 
ed as  a democrat  of  the  true  school.  Bolivar,  St. 
Anne,  Dr.  Francia,  and  a host  of  others,  all  held 
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on  lyranically  and  tenaciously  to  power.  Not  so 
Santander — a brave  soldier,  an  enlightened  states- 
man and  a pure  republican,  he  retirtd  at  the  end  of 
his  term  of  office  tranquilly  and  successfully. 

[IV.  Y.  Star. 

MEXICO. 

Extract  of  private  correspondence  of  the  N.  O. 
Bee. 

Vera  Cruz,  Glh  May,  1S40. 

Yucatan  is  menaced  of  a polilical  movement. 
A general  political  struggle  in  the  interior  is  last 
approaching.  It  is  reported  that  Bustamente  will 
tender  his  resignation  and  that  Victoria,  Santa  Anna 
and  Valencia  will  be  the  government  candidates. 

TEXAS. 

Advices  from  Texas,  received  at  New  Orleans, 
state  that  the  Texan  army  near  San  Antonio  are 
dissatisfied  willi  the  money  in  which  they  are  paid, 
and  that  two  companies  had  rebelled  and  refused  to 
serve. 

The  Austin  Sentinel  of  the  9th  May  states  that 
the  report  of  the  defeat  of  the  central  forces  at  Guer- 
roro  had  been  confirmed.  The  central  army,  under 
general  Arista,  had  been  separated  into  small  par- 
ties, when  they  were  fallen  upon  by  a brother  of 
general  Zapata  and  about  400  rancheros,  and  com- 
pletely destroyed.  This  was  the  army  designed  to 
overrun  Texas.  Its  defeat  has  encouraged  the  fe- 
deralist of  the  north,  and  given  fresh  courage  to  the 
whole  Texan  country  bordering  on  Mexico. 

The  Comanches  Indians  had  brought  in  two  Mexi- 
can women  taken  by  them  a year  ago,  and  are  said 
to  have  some-American  prisoners  yet  in  their  pos- 
session. 

Col.  Wells  and  capt.  Read,  two  brave  officers  of 
the  Texan  army,  fought  a duel  at  San  Antonio,  in 
which  the  former  was  mortally  wounded  and  the 
latter  killed  on  the  spot. 

Col.  O’Brien  has  returned  from  a trip  high  up  the 
Trinity  river.  He  found  no  difficulty  in  navigating 
600  miles.  The  land  is  represented  as  very  fertile 
and  well  timbered. 

CANADA. 

For  England,  ho!  The  15th  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  lieut.  col.  lord  Wellesly,  embarked  at 
Montreal  on  the  29th  n It.  for  Quebec,  en  route  for 
England.  Many  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ment volunteered  to  remain  in  Canada,  to  fill  the 
\ acancies  caused  by  death  and  desertion  in  other 
regiments.  [2V.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  II.  G.  Rogers 
to  be  charge  d’affaires  to  Sardinia. 

Captain  John  B.  Nicholson,  to  be  a member  of 
the  board  of  navy  commissioners  from  18th  May, 
1840. 

Sullivan  S.  Rawson,  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  Passainaquody,  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
vice  Samuel  A.  Moise,  whose  commission  will  ex- 
pire on  the  21st  June,  1840. 

Adjournment  or  congress.  In  the  senate, 
on  the  5!h  instant,  Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  moved 
to  take  up  a resolution  designating  a day  certain  for 
closing  the  present  session  of  congress.  The  mo- 
tion was  rejected,  several  senators  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  to  fix  any  parti- 
cular day.  Tile  state  of  our  relations  with  Great 
Britain,  on  the  question  of  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary, was  referred  to  as  one  reason  for  postponing 
the  resolution. 

Survey.  Information  has  been  received  from 
captain  Graham,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers, now  on  a survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  Su- 
wanee,  Florida,  that  he  has  discovered  a deeper 
passage  than  that  of  either  of  the  channels  hereto- 
fore used,  and  “which  saves  the  necessity  altogether 
of  steamers  and  other  vessels  from  the  military 
depot  of  Cedar  Keys,  going  to  sea.  This  passage 
being  entirely  inland,  it  cut3  off  a distance  of  about 
ten  miles,  principally  at  sea.  Frequently  in  bad 
weather,  the  steamers  supplying  the  army  could  not 
make  their  trips  in  consequence  of  this  exposure; 
they  can  now  pass  at  all  times.  [Globe. 

Treasury  notes.  The  secretary  oT  the  trea- 
sury, in  his  report  on  the  1st  of  June,  states  that, 
there  is  an  aggregate  outstanding  of  $2,052,056  77. 

Revenue.  The  receipts  at  our  custom  house 
for  the  month  of  May  were  in  amount  but  one-fourth- 
what  they  were  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1S39. 
The  whole  receipts  here  since  January,  are  less 
than  a third  of  those  of  a similar  period  last  year. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

Post  office.  Four  individuals,  most  of  them 
of  good  families,  have  been  arrested  at  Newark, 


Wayne  county,  N.  Y.  on  a charge  of  abstracting 
money  from  letters  passing  through  that  post  office. 
It  appears  that  a course  of  pillage  has  been  kept  up 
lor  months  by  one  of  them,  named  Wright,  who 
was  clerk  in  the  store  where  the  office  was  kept — 
they  have  all  been  imprisoned. 

Libeled.  The  ship  Marchioness,  from  London- 
derry, with  passengers,  has  been  libeled  at  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  by  the  collector  of  that  district 
for  having  on  board  350  persons,  the  law  allowing 
but  two  persons  for  every  five  tons,  and  the  ship 
measuring  only  816  tons. 

Convention  of  states.  Arkansas  proposes 
a convention  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  ot  the  whig 
citizens  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Missouri,  Alabama,  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  on  the  third  Monday  in  August. 

THE  VICE  PRESIDENCY. 

Nashville,  May  27,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  The  national  democratic  convention 
lately  held  at  Baltimore,  after  nominating  with  per- 
fect unanimity  the  present  chief  magistrate,  for  re- 
election  to  the  station  which  he  has  filled  with  so 
much  honor  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  coun- 
try, having  declined  making  a nomination  for  the 
vice  presidency,  it  becomes  proper,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  I should  distinctly  declare  the  position 
which  I occupy  before  the  country,  in  reference  to 
the  use  which  has  been  made  of  my  name  in  con- 
nection with  that  office. 

Having  been  unexpectedly  placed  in  nomination 
by  a portion  of  my  republican  fellow  citizens,  in 
some  of  the  states,  it  was  my  unalterable  determi- 
nation, often  expressed  to  my  friends,  from  the  day 
that  my  name  first  appeared  in  connection  with  the 
vice  presidency,  to  be  governed  by  the  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  the  political  party,  to  which  I have 
been  ardently  attached  during  my  whole  life,  w hen- 
ever  the  preference  of  that  majority  should  be  as- 
certained in  any  satisfactory  mode;  and  in  no  pos- 
sible contingency  to  yield  my  own  consent  to  the 
use  of  my  name  as  a candidate  by  a minority  of  my 
own  political  friends. 

If,  as  was  at  one  time  anticipated,  a full  conven- 
tion of  the  democratic  party  representing  all  the 
stales,  had  assembled  and  made  a nomination  that 
would  have  been  conclusive,  none  would  have 
been  more  cheerful  to  abide  by  the  nomination 
thus  made,  or  to  give  to  the  nominee  (had  the 
choice  fallen  on  another)  a more  cordial  and  hearty 
support  than  myself.  It  appears,  however,  that 
several  of  the  states  were  unrepresented  in  the  con- 
vention, and  the  selections  of  the  democratic  can- 
didate for  the  vice  presidency  was  left  open  for  the 
separate  action  of  the  republican  party  of  the  seve- 
ral states. 

I entirely  concur  with  the  convention,  in  the 
hope  expressed  by  that  body,  that  “before  the 
election  shall  take  place,”  the  “opinions”  of  the 
republican  party  “shall  become  so  concentrated,  as 
to  secure  the  choice  of  a vice  piesident  by  the 
electoral  colleges.” 

In  times  like  these,  when  powerful  combinations 
of  various  sectional  interests,  are  acting  in  extra- 
ordinary concert  with  our  old  opponents,  the  fede- 
ralists, and  their  allies  the  abolitionists,  against  the 
cherished  principles  of  our  republican  institutions, 
personal  and  sectional  preferences,  between  men  of 
the  same  political  principles,  are  of  no  importance. 
The  ancient  enemies  of  our  long  cherished  princi- 
ples, with  their  new  recruits  and  reinforcements, 
are  to  be  met.  The  pillars,  upon  which  perma- 
nently rest  our  national  independence,  and  our 
beautiful  fabric  of  separate  state  sovereignties,  are 
to  be  defended.  And  as  these  considerations  are, 
to  my  judgment,  infinitely  more  important  to  the 
country  than  the  elevation  of  any  individual  citi- 
zen to  this,  or  any  other  office,  I trust  I may  be 
permitted  to  express  iny  sincere  desire,  should  the 
further  use  of  my  name,  in  connection  with  the 
vice  presidency,  be  found  to  interpose  the  slightest 
obstacle  to  the  entire  and  cordial  union  of  the  de- 
mocratic party,  that  it  may  be  promptly  withdrawn 
by  my  friends  from  before  the  public.  I can  have 
no  desire  to  be  a party  to  a contest  in  which  I may 
be  thrown  into  apparent  collision  with  political 
friends  whom  I esteem,  and  with  whom  I have 
acted  for  a long  scries  of  years,  and  especially  if 
such  a position  shall  have  a tendency  to  weaken 
the  sympathies  and  'energies  of  the  whole  republi- 
can party,  and  hazairi  the  safety  and  continued  as- 
cendency of  their  cardinal  principles. 

The  present  struggle  i3  a fierce  one,  and  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  every  republican  to  defend  his 
post  manfully.  If.  in  my  public  career,  I have 
heretofore  evinced  any  becoming  ardor  and  zeal  in 
the  maintenance  of  our  principles,  that  ardor  is 


unabated,  that  zeal  is  undiminished;  and,  although 
my  position  may  be  that  of  an  individual  citizmi  in 
the  ranks  of  my  party,  I shall  be  found  faithfully 
acting  with  my  political  friends,  and,  upon  all  suita- 
ble and  proper  occasions,  resolutely  exercising  my 
rights  as  a freeman  in  maintaining  the  republican 
principles  of  our  fathers,  arid  carrying  them  suc- 
cessfully Ihrough  the  “ordeal  of  Ihe  popular  suf- 
frage.” I am,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient 
servant,  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  Washington  city. 

The  United  States  and  Texian  boundary. 
The  commissioners  oii  the  part  ot  the  United  States 
and  Texas,  lor  marking  t he  boundary  between  these 
two  nations,  met  at  Green’s  Bluff  on  the  Sabine  ri- 
ver on  the  151b  inst.  in  pursuance  of  the  adjourn- 
ment which  took  place  in  March  last,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  allowing  each  of  the  two  commissioners  an 
opportunity  to  refer  to  his  government  a disputed 
question  which  was  raised  as  to  the  proper  point  of 
commencement  of  the  line,  and  whether  it  should 
run  along  the  western  bank  of  Ihe  Sabine  pass  and 
lake,  or  along  their  middle  from  the  sea  to  the  head 
of  said  lake. 

This  question  has  been  decided,  sustaining  the 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  U.  Slates,  in  the  po- 
sition originally  taken  by  him,  that  is,  the  line  will 
be  commenced  at  the  point  where  the  Sabine  dis- 
charges its  waters  into  the  sea,  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  will  proceed  thence  along  the  back  of  that  river, 
(including  under  that  term  what  is  called  “Sabine 
pass”  and  “Sabine  lake”)  until  the  said  western 
bank  intersects  the  32d  degree  of  north  latitude  and 
thence  by  a due  north  line  to  Red  river. 

This  secures  tile  United  States  in  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  waters  of  the  pass  and  Ihe  lake 
in  as  lull  a manner  as  over  the  rest  of  the  river  as  far 
up  as  the  32d  degree  of  latitude,  which  is  altogether 
in  accordance  with  our  view  of  the  true  intention  of 
our  original  Ireaty  with  Spain  of  1839,  which  con- 
stituted the  basis  of  the  conventions  with  Mexico  in 
the  first  place,  and  w ith  Texas  afterwards  for  the 
demarcation  of  this  boundary. 

The  work  will  be  pushed  with  a view  to  the  com- 
pletion of  as  much  of  the  line  as  shall  be  practicable, 
this  summer.  [N.  O.  American. 

Trade  on  the  lakes.  An  unusual  activity 
characterises  the  trade  tiiis  season,  between  the  bor- 
der slates  and  the  Canadas.  Immense  quantities 
ol  breadstuffs  have  been  sent  across  lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario  to  the  British  side.  The  wharves  at  King- 
ston are  said  to  be  crowded  with  American  produce 
destined  for  Montreal;  and  although  freights  are 
now  fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  loimerly,  there  are 
not  half  enough  vessels  on  Lake  Ontario  lor  the  de- 
mand. [ American . 

Trade  with  Africa.  The  brig  Ivanhoe  sailed 
some  time  ago  from  New  York  for  Africa,  loaded 
with  tobacco  and  merchandise,  and  bound  for  a 
trading  voyage  with  the  nalives  on  the  coast.  It  is 
also  stated  that  the  ship  Ganzas,  of  four  hundred 
and  filly  tons,  is  now  loading  at  Richmond,  for  the 
same  destination.  The  importance  of  the  African 
trade  is  fully  appreciated  by  England,  both  in  re- 
spect to  its  present  stale,  and  also  in  reference  to 
the  future  greatness  to  which  from  indications  now 
apparent  it  must  in  time  attain.  The  Ganzas  is  to 
be  despatched  on  English  account.  Tobacco  must 
become  an  imporlant  staple  in  the  African  trade. — 
It  is  always  in  demand  on  the  western  coast. 

The  immense  resources  of  the  African  continent 
are  little  understood  in  this  country.  Gold,  ivory, 
palm  oil,  drugs  of  various  kinds,  and  valuable  wood, 
together  with  other  productions,  constitute  articles 
of  traffic.  If  ihe  great  l ivers  of  the  continent  were 
explored  by  steamers,  the  interior  no  doubt  would 
be  found  to  be  rich  in  valuable  commodities;  and  a 
regular  trade  being  once  established,  the  supplies 
of  various  productions  for  purposes  of  commerce 
would  be  likely  to  become  more  and  more  steady 
and  abundant.  One  consequence,  and  not  the  least 
imporlant,  of  a regular  and  extensive  trade  wilh  Af- 
rica would  be,  lo  stop  the  traffic  in  slaves  which 
lias  been  carried  on  so  long  to  the  disgrace  of  Chris- 
tendom . [Baltimore  American. 

Florida.  The  bodies  of  those  killed  by  the  In- 
dians at  the  late  attack  on  the  w agons  near  St.  Au- 
gustine were  interred  on  the  24th.  Besides  those 
mentioned  as  connected  with  the  (heatncal  com- 
pany, Messrs.  Burnet  of  Savannah  and  Miller  of 
Brunswick,  Ga.  were  killed;  arid  in  the  attack  on 
the  army  wagon  Mr.  F rancis  Medecis  of  St.  Augus- 
tine $nd  Mr.  Alonzo  Ball,  a carpenter,  sometimes 
resident  of  that  place,  were  also  killed,  the  driver 
escaping  to  the  military  station. 

Tlie  gentlemen  who  went  on  the  trial  of  the  Indi- 
ans, placed  them;elves  under  the  command  of  effp- 
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tain  Blake,  of  the  2d  dragoons,  who  had  volunteer- 
ed on  the  occasion.  It  wasjollowed  15  or  16  miles 
to  Turnbull’s  swamp,  when  night  closed  and  the 
part}’  returned  to  town.  Lieutenant  Ord,  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Searle,  with  six  men,  taking  four 
days’  rations,  hap  started  in  another  direction. 

Piracy  and  murder.  The  steam  ship  Natchez, 
captain  Swiller,  which  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on 
the  27th  ultimo,  brings  the  following  intelligence  of 
a most  daring  act  of  piracy. 

On  the  22d  ultimo,  the  English  brig  Vernon, 
John  Cunningham  master,  sailed  from  Falmouth, 
Jamaica,  for  Halifax,  U.  S.;  and  on  the  eighth  day 
out,  being  a little  north  of  Cape  Antonio,  she  was 
chased  by  an  open  boat,  containing  seven  men,  who 
fired  at  the  brig.  Having  hove  to,  the  boat  came 
along  side  the  brig,  and  the  crew  thereof  pretend- 
ing to  belong  to  a revenue  cutter  at  anchor  just 
round  the  point,  requested  the  captain  of  the  Ver- 
non to  go  on  board  of  her  in  his  own  boat,  with  his 
papers — which  he  did.  Capt.  C.  with  three  men 
started  for  the  cutter,  in  company  with  the  seven 
strangers  in  their  boat;  and  when  they  had  got  a 
short  distance  from  the  brig,  the  rascals  ordered 
him  to  stop  and  undress— this  done,  the  pirates  (tor 
such  they  proved  to  be)  began  the  murder  the  three 
Englishmen,  stabbing  and  cutting  throats.  The 
captain  and  two  men  were  killed  and  the  other  man 
jumped  overboard,  and  swam  to  the  shore.  He 
wandered  on  the  shore  five  days,  when  he  was  dis- 
covered by  the  captain  of  a Cape  Antonio  coaster, 
by  whom  he  was  furnished  with  necessaries. 

The  captain,  having  learned  from  the  destitute 
wanderer  the  outline  of  the  outrage,  gathered  a 
force  and  yvent  in  search  of  the  pirates  and  their 
prize,  which  he  succeeded  in  finding.  The  sur- 
viving English  sailors  were  employed  in  the  forced 
labor  of  unloading  their  vessels — and  it  was  learn- 
ed, that  after  finishing  their  job,  they  were  to  have 
had  their  throats  cut.  The  captain  of  the  coasting 
craft  resorted  to  stratagem  to  cii cumvent  the  out- 
laws. Fie  took  with  him  three  old  muskets,  salut- 
ed them  most  cordially  and  told  them  that  he  had 
brought  the  guns  to  be  put  in  order,  and  that  his 
vessel  was  near  by,  and  calculated  ior  the  business, 
and  that  he  had  come  out  on  the  same  business. 
They  readily  accepted  an  invitation  to  breakfast 
with  him,  and  on  their  arrival  he  made  use  of  the 
force  he  had  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  the 
whole  seven  weVe  secured.  M.  Philpot,  who  was 
the  bearer  of  the  information  to  the  captain  gene- 
ral, and  who  was  present  at  the  examination  of  the 
culprits,  says  the  cold  blooded  recitals  of  these 
demons  made  his  heart  shrink  within  him.  These 
privates  reside  at  Regia,  and  are  well  known  in 
Havana.  The  sailor  who  escaped  to  the  shore,  says 
that  while  he  was  in  the  woods  he  saw  several 
parcels  of  sails,  blacks,  compasses  and  merchandise 
which  were  probably  the  effects  of  other  vessels 
that  had  been  taken  and  destroyed.  The  surviving 
Englishmen  were  provided  for  by  M.  Philpot  till 
the  British  consul  should  send  for  them. 

Robbery  and  outrage  at  sea.  By  the  arri- 
val of  the  brig  Pedraza,  captain  Truman,  fifteen 
days  from  Mayaguez,  a port  of  the  island  of  Porto 
Rico,  we  learn  that  the  schooner  Caledonia,  of 
Jersey  city,  sailed  from  Mayaguez  while  captain 
1 rum  an  was  there,  having  on  board  several  French 
passengers.  The  night  after  leaving,  the  captain 
and  crew  of  the  Caledonia  rose  against  the  pas- 
sengers, tied  their  hands  behind  their  backs,  and 
then  put  them  ashore  near  Augadilla.  The  schoon- 
er then  went  to  sea,  taking  all  the  property,  and  a 
considerable  amount  in  specie,  belonging  to  the 
passengers.  As  soon  as  intelligence  of  the  outrage 
had  reached  Mayaguez,  a Spanish  man-of-w'ar 
schooner  made  sail  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives. 

[AT.  Y.  Eve.  Post. 

United  States  arsenal  at  Alton.  A let- 
ter from  captain  Bell  to  the  war  department,  dated 
St.  Louis  arsenal,  19th  May,  states  that  the  perpe- 
trators of  the  burning  of  the  laboratory  at  that  place 
have  been  discovered,  and  taken  into  custody— their 
names  being  Augustus  Grafe  and  Owen  Sharkey, 
carriage  makers.  It  appears  they  procured  matches 
from  the  guard  room,  shavings  from  the  carpenters’ 
shops,  and,  proceeding  deliberately  to  work  under 
cover  of  the  night,  applied  the  shavings  between 
the  weatherboarding  of  the  building,  fired  them  by 
the  matches,  jumped  over  the  wall,  and  escaped. 

naval. 

West  India  squadron.  The  wdiole  of  the  squadron, 
except  the  Warren  are  ordered  to  return  to  northern 
posts  during  the  hurricane  months. 

Steam  frigate.  The  Philadelphia  United  States 
Gazette  states  that  the  steam  frigate  now  on  the 
stocks  in  the  large  house  in  the  navy  yard  at  that  city,  | 


gives  employment  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
including  laborers.  She  is  built  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Lenthall,  naval  constructer.  Messrs.  Mer- 
rick & Towne  are  making  her  machinery.  The 
engine  will  rate  six  hundred  horse  power,  and,  with- 
out doubt,  will  be  compleled  in  the  specified  time. 
The  hull  is  probably  the  best  modelled  and  finished 
of  any  ship  in  our  navy,  and  her  tonnage  rated  two 
thousand  tons — the  largest  frigate  now  afloat. 

The  frigate  Rarritanis  still  on  the  stocks  in  the  navy 
yard  in  Philadelphia.  Her  keel  was  laid  in  1320. 
It  is  said  she  will  have  to  be  over-haulded,  and  the 
decayed  timber  taken  out,  and  new  wood  put  in. 
Her  keel,  kelson  and  dead  wood,  as  “it  is  termed, 
will  have  to  be  removed  before  she  is  launched. 
She  is  under  a good  house  and  not  exposed  to  the 
weather.  No  workmen  are  at  present  employed  on 
her.  [Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

United  States  schooner  Enterprise,  commander 
Ellery,  from  New  York,  w as  at  Pernambuco,  3d  ult. 
bound  to  Rio  Janeiro. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Flirt,  left  Pensacola,  on  the  23d 
ult.  for  Key  West — crew  all  well. 

Mediterranean  squadron.  The  Philadelphia  North 
American  says: — By  letters  received  in  this  city,  we 
learn  “that  five  or  six  lieutenants  and  the  surgeon  of 
the  squadron,  having  been  dismissed  from  it  by  com. 
Hull,  are  now  on  their  way  to  Washington  to  repre- 
sent their  case,  and  obtain  that  reparation  which  its 
unusual  and  aggravated  nature  demands.  These 
gentlemen  are  most  accomplished  and  exemplary 
officers,  the  principal  charge  against  them  is  their 
unwillingness  to  visit  the  ladies  of  the  commodore’s 
family.” 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  16th  pit.  states  that 
the  frigate  Macedonian  and  sloop  of  war  Warren  sail- 
ed from  that  port  on  the  preceding  Sunday  on  a cruise. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  United  States  frigate  Con- 
stitution w:as  left  at  Callao  on  the  25th  January;  all 
well. 

The  schooner  Shark  had  not  arrived  on  the  station 
at  this  date,  (January  25th,  1840).  The  sloop  Lex- 
ington was  also  at  Callao,  all  well;  and  the  Falmouth 
looked  for  daily.  Both  these  vessels  are  now  on 
their  way  home,  and  may  be  looked  for  soon,  as  they 
were  to  leave  in  February  last. 

The  United  Slates  ship  Ontario,  22  guns  and  175 
men,  J.  D.  Williamson,  esq.  commander,  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Pensacola,  via  Havana  and  Key 
West,  which  latter  port  she  left  on  the  19th  May. 

The  Ontario  has  been  for  the  past  three  years  at- 
tached to  our  squadron  cruising  in  the  West  Indies 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  returns  in  consequence  of 
the  term  of  service  of  her  crew  having  expired. — 
Her  officers  and  crew  are  all  well.  On  her  passage 
to  this  port,  between  capes  Canaveral  and  Hatteras, 
she  experienced  fresh  gales  with  heavy  squalls  of 
rain  for  several  days. 

The  ships  composing  the  West  India  squadron, 
under  the  command  of  commodore  W.  B.  Shubrick, 
are  now  in  the  most  efficient  order,  and  the  greatest 
harmony  prevails  among  the  officers.  The  friVate 
Macedonian,  (flagship)  captain  L.  Rousseau; °the 
Erie,  commander  Taylor;  and  the  Warren,  com- 
mander Jamesson,  were  at  Pensacola  on  the  5th 
May,  preparing  for  sea,  and  to  sail  in  a few  days. 
The  Levant,  commander  Smoot,  sailed  on  the  24th 
April,  on  a cruise.  [W.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Exploring  expedition.  Copy  of  a letter  received 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  from  lieut.  Charles 
Wilkes,  commanding  exploring  expedition,  dated 

U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  Syney  Head,  Dec.  26,  1630. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  of  our 
repairs,  observations,  & c.  have  been  completed,  and 
we  are  now  under  way  for  our  Antarctic  course. 

I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  different  vessels  are  all  in  good  health 
and  spirits.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Charles  Wilkes, 
Comd’g  exploring  expedition. 
Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

A letter  to  Messrs.  Topliff,  Boston,  from  an  offi- 
cer who  had  left  the  squadron  on  account  of  ill 
health,  dated  Sydney,  Feb.  12,  states  that  the  squa- 
dron would  probably  be  at  New  Zealand,  about 
April  1,  whence  it  would  proceed  to  the  Sandwich 
islands,  touching  at  the  Fejees,  previous  to  visiting 
Columbia  river,  All  the  naturalists  were  left  at 
Sydney  with  orders  to  join  the  squadron  at  New 
Zealand,  and  sailed  Feb.  9,  for  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
The  squadron  was  received  at  Sydney  with  the 
greatest  kindness,  and  the  feeling,  both  of  the  au- 
thorities and  the  people,  was  friendly  in  the, extreme. 

A correspondent  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  says: 
“You  will  have  noticed  the  arrival  here  of  intelli- 
gence from  the  exploring  expedition.  Within  a day 
or  two  I have  seen  imeresting  letters  from  some  ol 
those  on  board.  Of  the  scientific  corps,  which  num- 
bers over  a dozen,  I believe,  several  belong  to  this 


vicinity.  One  of  them,  a Bostonian,  whose  charge 
is  amongst  the  most  important,  informs  us  that  after 
the  corps  was  left  at  Sydney,  in  December,  they 
made  two  expeditions  of  some  hundred  miles  into 
the  interior,  which  would  seem  to  have  furnished 
rich  opportunities  of  observation  among  men  and 
things;  not  excluding  birds  from  the  category  at  any 
rate,  for  I saw  one  box  of  specimens,  nicely  done  up, 
the  beauty  of  whose  plumage  was  dazzling;  blue- 
heads,  arid  blood-birds,  and  diamond-birds,  and  I 
know  not  what.  It  occurs  to  me  that  the  data  this 
expedition  must  secure  for  publication,  cannot  fail 
to  be  exceedingly  rich  and  valuable,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  fall  into  the  right  hands  for  prepa- 
ration. These  advices  were  of  the  date  of  Februa- 
ry 17.  The  corps  were  just  embarking  to  rejoin 
the  squadron  in  New  Zealand;  being  bound  thence 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Fejees,  Columbia  river. 
Eastern  Archipelago,  and  home  by  the  way  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  course,  it  was  expected, 
of  about  15  months  from  this  time. 

It  was  mentioned  by  our  correspondent  referred 
to  above,  that  the  French  southern  expedition  was 
lying  at  Horbert  town.  The  English  had  not  leach- 
ed those  seas,  but  was  looked  for  soon.  It  is  a litlle 
remarkable  that  the  three  nations  should  be  in  the 
field  so  nearly  together.  It  is  gratifying  also  that 
the  Americans  should  be  something  ahead  of  their 
competitors.  I notice  that  a new  one  has  been  got 
up  in  England  for  the  Artie  region  by  private  mer- 
chants. Truly  the  world  seems  is  in  a fair  way  to 
be  discovered. 

Nava l reprimand.  On  Saturday,  at  11  o’clock,  the 
order  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  read  publicly, 
in  the  presence  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Philadelphia 
station,  the  reprimand  of  midshipman  Charles  Wes- 
ton, was  complied  with.  Midshipman  Weston  was 
tried  at  Norfolk  in  March  last,  on  a charge  preferred 
against  him  by  lieut.  Kennedy.  The  specification 
in  the  charge  was  a breach  of  discipline  in  disre- 
spectful conduct  to  superior  officers.  He  was  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  the  somewhat  novel  punish- 
ment in  the  navy  of  a dismissal  from  the  vessel  to 
which  he  was  then  attached,  and  to  be  publicly  re- 
primanded by  the  head  of  the  naval  department — the 
repiimand  to  be  read  at  every  naval  station  in  the 
union  as  early  after  it  receipt  as  practicable. 

[Ledger. 

The  remains  of  the  late  lieut.  Weems,  of  the  U.  S. 
navy,  were  committed  to  the  grave  at  Philadelphia 
on  Saturday  last,  attended  by  the  military  and  naval 
officers  at  present  at  that  station,  and  by  a detachment 
of  sailors  and  marines. 

Naval  funeral.  We  saw  the  funeral  of  a naval 
officer  on  Saturday  leave  Samson  street  above  Se- 
venth. The  deceased  was  a young  man  who  came 
on  here  on  Thursday  well  and  died  on  Friday.  His 
coffin  had  the  United  States  flag  around  it.  The 
funeral  was  W’ell  attended,  and  the  melancholy  music 
had  an  imposing  effect.  [ Spirit  of  the  Times. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  whigs  are  to  hold  a state  convention  on  the 
17th  inst.  at  Augusta,  to  nominate  a candidate  lor 
governor,  for  two  presidential  electorial  candidates, 
&c. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  3d  inst.  James  B. 
Creighton,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected  president 
of  the  senate,  and  Moses  Norris,  jr.  speaker  of  the 
house,  by  a vote  of  166  to  76- 

Official  election  of  governor.  The  joint  commit- 
tee repoited  the  result  of  the  election: 


Whole  number  of  votes,  40,799 

Necessary  lor  a choice,  25,400 

Estimated  as  scattering,  562 

Enos  Stevens  had  20,716 

John  Page  had  29,521 


Mr.  Page  was  declared  elected. 

The  governor  communicated  his  message  the 
same  evening.  He  estimates  the  ordinaiy  expenses 
of  the  state  government  at  $45,000, — congiatulates 
them  upon  being  without  a state  debt, — which  con- 
soles them  for  the  want  of  state  improvements, 
which  he  considers  it  much  best  to  leave  to  indivi- 
dual enterpnze, 

MASSACHUSETTS- 

Boston — Population.  A census  has  been  taken  by 
order  of  the  city  authorities.  We  contrast  the  re- 
sult with  the  two  preceding  enumerations: 
Population  in  1830,  61,381 

“ “ 1835,  75,504 

“ “ 1840,  ‘ 83,707 

Increased  from  1830  to  1S35  17,123  or  28  per  cent. 

“ “ 1S35  to  1840  5,293  or  0§ 

Beverly  has  according  to  the  census  just  complet- 
ed, 4,686  inhabitants;  increase  since  1837,  77. 

According  to  a census  recently  taken,  the  popu- 
lation of  Lynn  has  decreased  400  during  the  last 
five  years . 
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The  Boston  papers  inform  us  that  major  general 
Appleton  Jiowe,  of  Weymouth,  has  been  elected 
captain  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  artillery  com- 
pany, at  their  202  anniversary.  Every  member  of 
the  company  is  or  has  been  a commissioned  officer 
of  other  companies. 

Mrs.  Martha  Jahonnet,  who  died  recently  at  Sa- 
lem, has  left,  says  the  Boston  Dailv  Advertiser, 
$25,000 ^to  the  Massachusetts  lunatic  asylum,  in 
trust  for  poor  patients  of  the  county  of  Essex,  and 
an  annuity  of  $200  to  Julia  Bruce,  the  deal,  dumb 
and  blind  girl  at  Hartford. 

Liberal  bequests.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Ann  Leo,  widow  of  the  late  John  McLean,  esq. 
the  sum  of  $26,654  was  bequeathed,  and  has  been 
paid  over  to  the  various  charitable,  religious  and 
other  associations  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  sums  as 
directed  by  the  deceased,  to  each  institution. 

The  individual  who  lately  gave  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  American  Unitarian  association,  is 
supposed  to  be  Benjamin  Bussey,  esq.  of  Koxhury, 
Mass.  Mr.  Bussey  has  also  by  his  will,  made  some 
years  since,  given  his  splendid  estate  and  mansion 
house  to  Harvard  university,  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  an  agricultural  professorship.  Forseverai 
years  past,  he  has  been  constructing  a solid  wall  of 
stone  around  the  whole  property  at  an  expense  of 
$30,000. 

Ex  governor  Everett,  left  New’  York  on  the  8th 
Inst,  for  Europe,  to  which  he  embarks  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  health  of  his  lady.  The  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton parted  with  him  in  a very  atfectionate  manner. 

CONNECTICUT. 

William  L.  Storrs,  now  a representative  in  con- 
gress from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  has  been  elect 
ed  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme 
court  ot  that  slate,  caused  by  the  election  of  judge 
Huntington  to  the  senate  of  the  United  Stat.es. 

Tile  house  of  representatives,  by  a vote  of  131 
to  60,  have  passed  a law  for  the  registration  of 
voters. 


Hartford,  and  New  Haven  rail  road.  Summary  of 
the  annual  report.  Considering  that  the  road  has  so 
recently  gone  into  operation,  it  has  met  with  en- 
couraging success. 

Expenses  for  land,  damages.  &c. 

Disbursed  by  the  agent,  (Clark) 


Receipts  from  Dec.  5,  1833,  to  Jan.  1, 
1840, 

“ from  Jan.  1,  1840,  to  May  1, 
1840, 


Expenses  to  May  1,  1840, 


lor  four  months, 
do.  on  $450,000,  the  cost  of  the  south- 
ern halt,  for  13  months, 


$819,008 

46 

10,600 

78 

$829,609 

24 

$46,442 

79 

24,900 

18 

-$71,342 

97 

24,638 

76 

46.704 

21 

($850,000), 

$17,000 

00 

29,250 

oo 

46,250 

00 

NEW  YORK. 

Escape.  A convict  named  Emerson  Sargeant, 
made  lus  escape  from  the  state  piison  at  Auburn, 
New  York,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  inst.  by  means 
of  30ine  simple  and  yet  very  ingenious  articles  he 
had  made  in  the  shop,  for  opening  his  cell  door. — 
He  was  convicted  ot  burglary  and  grand  larceny  in 
Franklin  county,  last  year,  and  sentenced  to  ten 
years  imprisonment. 

Benjamin  Ralhbun.  A petition  signed  by  seve- 
ral thousand  citizens  of  the  state  of  New  York  pro- 
lessirig  to  have  had  a personal  acquaintance  with 
Rathbun,  the  longer,  has  been  presented  to  gover- 
nor Sew  ai  d,  supplicating  the  pardon  of  the  prisoner. 
The  governor’s  decision  in  the  case  is  published  by 
the  hon.  Seth  C.  Hawley,  in  the  Buffalo  Commer- 
cial. It  reviews  at  some  length  the  course  of  the 
prisoner,  his  evident  guilt  as  proved  on  a lair  trial, 
the  ruinous  extent  of  his  forgeries  and  other  things 
connected  with  his  crime;  on  the  other  hand  tiie 
palliating  circumstances,  as  they  may  be  deemed, 
are  carefully  examined  and  descanted  on  with  im- 
partiality. The  governor  declines  to  grant  the 
pardon. 


Canal  tolls.  The  amount  of  tolls  collected  on  all 
the  New  York  canals  for  the  month  of  May  was 
$253, 9S4.  For  the  last  week  of  the  month  they 
amounted  to  $ SO, 964. 


The  streets  of  New  Norlc.  According  to  the  New 
York  Sun,  there  are  about  135  miles  of  paved  streets 
in  that  city,  and  25,000  houses.  The  total  expense 
incurred  by  the  city,  during  three  years  commenc- 
ing w ith  1836,  and  ending  with  1838,  for  cleanibg 
the  streets,  was  $355,901  75 — making  an  average 
cost  of  $11S,633  92— that  is,  after  deducting  the 
amount  realized  by  the  city  from  the  sale  of  ma- 


nure, which  has,  during  the  three  years  specified^ 
averaged  $45,592  85  per  year.  From  these  data 
it  appears  that  it  costs  the  city,  for  sweeping  each 
mile  of  street,  $878  77  per  year,  which  is'about 
50  cents  for  each  yard,  and  for  each  loot  6^  cents 
per  year. 

Street  begging.  During  the  month  of  May,  no 
less  than  108  individuals  were  sent  to  the  peniten- 
tiary from  the  lower  police  office,  New  York,  for 
begging. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Protestant  Episcopal  convention.  The  annual 
convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  for 
New  Jersey,  met  in  Newark  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  “New  Jersey  Copper  Mining  and  Smelting 
company”  is  making  arrangements  to  go  into  im- 
mediate' operation  with  a capital  commensurate 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  which  is 
likely  lo  prove  one  of  vast  importance  not  only  to 
New  Jersey,  but  to  the  adjoining  and  all  mineral 
states,  and  indirectly  to  the  branches  of  trade  as- 
sociated therewith,  throughout  the  union. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Legislature.  The  improvement  bill  passed  the 
senate  on  the  8th  instant,  by  a vote  of  yeas  20, 
nays  12.  The  section  requiring  the  United  States 
bank  to  loan  the  money  at  lour  per  cent,  was 
stricken  out,  and  so  amended  as  to  authorise  the 
governor  to  borrow  it  in  the  usual  manner.  The 
house  agreed  to  these  amendments. 

On  the  9lh  instant  the  bill  lor  levying  a tax  for 
the  support  of  the  State,  passed  by  the  house, 
passed  through  a second  reading  in  the  senate,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  transcribed  lor  a third  and  last 
reading.  It  would  have  been  passed  finally,  but  one 
or  two  senators  wanted  to  express  their  views  upon 
the  bill.  It  will  pass — and  the  credit  of  Pennsyl- 
vania will  be  retrieved. 

Stale  tax.  The  United  States  Gazette  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bill  says:  It  is  possible,  and  perhaps 

probable,  that  before  this  article  shall  find  its  way 
to  our  readers,  the  revenue  bill,  with  Mr.  Hinch- 
man’s  amendments,  will  have  passed  the  senate. — 
We  will  not  suppose  its  rejection,  though  modifica- 
tions may  be  looked  for.  The  question,  then,  of 
taxation  will  have  been  set  to  rest,  and  our  legisla- 
tors, standing  on  this  side  of  that  fearful  Rubicon, 
will  see  how  much  of  their  fear  for  personal  conse- 
quences was  well  founded.  But  whether  the  bill 
lias  become  a law,  or  whether  it  lingers  in  the  con- 
sumption of  amendment,  is  of  little  consequence  to 
the  principle  involved.  The  state  finds  herself  in  debt 
for  money  had  and  expended  nominally  for  her  own 
benefit,  certainly  by  herown  agents;  and  now,  w hen 
the  ordinary  means  of  payment  fail,  is  she  to  shrink 
away  from  the  inconvenience  of  pecuniary  sacrifice, 
and  sell  the  mighty  meed  other  large  honors,  because 
a direct  tax  is  unpopular;  in  other  words,  because  the 
men  who  voted  for  a direct  tax  might  not  be  elected  to 
their  sickly  seats  and  three  dollars  a day.  But  who, 
we  would  ask,  has  opposed  the  taxation  -necessary 
to  the  redemption  of  the  same  honors?  Not  the 
people,  so  far  as  we  can  judge — not  those  who  have 
lo  pay  the  tax.  They  regret  the  necessity,  and 
complain  of  those  who  brought  it  about,  but  they 
refuse  neither  their  shoulder  nor  their  purse. — 
Right  or  w'rong  the  debt  must  be  paid — and,  easy 
or  difficult  of  performance,  it  will  be  paid.  The 
people  of  Pennsylvania  never  refused  personal  ser- 
vice nor  personal  risk  when  the  cause  of  the  coun- 
try required  them — are  they  likely  to  refuse  a 
small  pecuniary  contribution  when  the  honor  of 
their  own  state,  pledged  for  their  own  benefit,  ren- 
ders that  contribution  necessary?  We  think  not. 
At  all  hazards,  at  all  risks,  popular  or  unpopular, 
the  demands  against  the  commonwealth  must  be 
promptly,  fully  and  cheerfully  mete  If  it  should 
appear  that  favoritism  has  caused  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure, or  ignorance  led  to  waste,  let  the  ballot 
box  be  the  means  of  punishing  those  who  have 
caused  the  evil,  while  liberal  legislation  promptly 
supplies  the  means  of  removing  the  consequences 
of  that  evil.  The  burthen  will  be  rather  onerous, 
but  it  will  be  lightened  by  the  patriotic  reflection 
that  individual  inconvenience  prevents  a violation 
of  public  faith;  and  the  man  who  claims  the  indi- 
vidual privileges  and  advantages  of  a republican 
form  of  government,  cannot  with  honor  avoid  the 
responsibilities  which  such  privileges  suppose. — 
What  right  has  he  to  the  profits  of  the  great  politi- 
cal partnership,  without  the  risk  consequent  upon 
that  copartnercy? 

Let  us  adopt  the  language  and  sentiment  of  Mr. 
Biddle’s  toast: 

The  plighted  faith  of  the  American  states— Wo 
to  any  man  or  any  party  who  shall  dare  to  disho- 
nor it. 

In  the  house  the  bill  incorporating  the  Lancaster 
Loan  company  was  passed.  The  Loan  company 
is  to  be  a bank,  with  a capital  of  $500,000,  one 


half  to  be  paid  in,  and  the  other  half  secured  by 
mortgages  on  real  estate,  to  the  value  of  the  whole 
capital  stock. 

Bridge  at  Pittsburg.  A new  bridge  has  just  been 
finished  over  the  river  Alleghany,  connecting  Pitts- 
burg, with  Alleghany  town.  Harris’  Intelligencer 
states  that  it  is  1.027  feet  long,  and  42  feet  wide, 
with  two  side  walks  for  foot  passengers,  each  six 
feet  wide,  and  inside  passages  lor  wagons  and  car- 
riages each  15  feet  wide,  besides  a delightful  walk 
12  feet  wide  on  the  top,  very  salely  protected  by 
hand  railings  and  lattice  work  on  each  side;  it  has 
two  very  permanent  abutments  and  four  piers. — 
The  cost  of  this  structure  was  $70,000.  It  is  the 
fourth  bridge  over  the  Alleghany  river  within  the 
distance  of  a mile. 

Candidates.  The  opponents  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration, have  nominated  Henry  M.  Brackenridge, 
esq.  well  known  as  a judge  and  a writer,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  to  be  occasioned  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives by  the  resignation  of  Mr  Biddle,  and  William 
W.  Irwin,  esq.  now'  mayor  of  Pittsburg,  to  repre- 
sent the  same  district  in  the  next  congress. 

Schuylkill  bank.  Much  interest  is  excited  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  grand  jmy,  which  has  instituted 
an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Schuylkill  bank, 
and  has  had  persons  interested  in  the  institution  be- 
fore it.  Indictments  have  been  found,  but  against 
whom  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  as  the  mat- 
teriis  yet  before  the  jury. 

A meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  institution 
was  numerously  attended  yesterday,  Alexander 
Henrv,  esq.  being  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wetlierill 
addressed  it.  The  cashier  of  the  Kentucky'  bank 
was  present  with  a communication.  An  adjourn- 
ment was  effected  by  a small  majority,  after  discus- 
sion and  a warm  display  of  temper  and  dissatisfac- 
tion. There  were  no  particulars  in  addition  to' 
those  already  known  of  the  doings  of  Levis. 

- {Phil.  Nat.  Gaz. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says.  We  learn  that 
Mr.  William  Newell  sailed  in  the  British  Queen  on 
Monday,  for  England,  and  that  his  object  is  to 
bring  back  Mr.  Levis,  the  absconding  cashier  of  the 
Schuylkill  bank. 

The  anniversary  of  the  American  Sunday  School 
Union  was  celebrated  in  a most  interesting  manner, 
at  the  Baptist  Presbyterian  church,  Washington 
square,  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  The 
church  was  crowded  to  excess. 

Coal  trade.  The  Miner’s  Journal  remarks,  that 
the  coal  trade  still  continues  dull,  there  being  no 
demand,  except  for  immediate  use,  which  is,  of 
course,  limited.  The  Journal  states,  that  the  deal- 
ers are  all  ready  to  fill  orders,  for  which  they  are 
waiting  with  what  patience  they  may.  The  amount 
of  coal  sent  to  market  the  present  season,  as  com- 
pared with  that  at  the  same  period  last  year,  falls 
short  about  16,000  tons. 

Horrid  murder.  The  wife,  daughter  and  four 
sons  of  William  Brown,  the  owner  of  a small  farm 
near  Hollidaysburg,  were  found  most  inhumanly 
murdered  a few  days  ago.  Suspicion  lit  upon 
Brown  at  first,  but  the  jury  of  inquest  elicited  facts 
going  to  exhonerate  him  and  fix  the  atiocious  deed 
upon  his  son-in-law  McConeghy,  and  a brother  of 
McC.  Brown  alleges  that  he  was  also  shot  at. — 
The  parties  suspected  have  been  arrested. 

MARYLAND. 

Appointments  by  the  governor.  Commissioners  for 
settling  the  affairs  of  the  Eastern  Shore  rail  road 
company.  Samuel  Stevens,  of  Talbot;  Richard  W. 
Ringgold,  of  Kent;  Thomas  Wright,  3d,  of  Queen 
Annes;  Lemuel  Roberts,  do.;  Robert  T.  Keene,  of 
Caroline. 

Electoral  candidates.  Both  parties  have  named 
their  men  for  electors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent. 

The  administration  candidates  are  William  A. 
Spencer,  Henry  G.  S.  Key,  Cathel  Humphreys, 
Edward  Lloyd,  Otho  Scott,  Benjamin  C.  Howard, 
James  Murray,  William  P.  Maulsby,  Charles  Ma- 
gill,  Walter  Mitchill,  esqis. 

The  whig  ticket  is  composed  of — 

David  Hoffman,  John  Leeds  Kerr,  Thomas  A. 
Spence,  Theodore  R.  Lockerman,  Jacob  A.  Preston, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  George  How'ard,  Richard  J. 
Bowie,  James  M.  Coale,  William  T.  Wooton,  esqrs. 

An  election  for  a commissioner  in  the  Frosburg  dis- 
trict of  Allegany,  took  place  last  week.  This  dis- 
trict ha9  heretofore  been  nearly  equally  divided  be- 
tween parties.  At  the  election  in  1838,  governor 
Grason,  administration,  had  a majority  of  4 votes, 
and  Mr.  Bruce,  whig,  a majority  of  9 votes  for  se- 
nator. At  last  October  election  there  was  an  ave- 
rage majority  of  two  for  the  administration  candi- 
dates. Total  number  of  votes  taken  232.  At  the 
recent  elections  Combs  the  whig  candidate  succeed- 
ed by  a majority  of  115  votes,  total  taken  217. 

Laughhn’s  murder.  The  mayor  of  Baltimore 
city  last  week  issued  a proclamation  offering  one 
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thousand  dollars  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the 
person  who  murdered  Thomas  Langhlin  on  the  4th 
ult.  On  the  5th  instant,  a man  by  the  name  ot  Jef- 
ferson Griffith  alias  John  Alexander  was  arrested 
and  committed  on  suspicion.  He  was  recently  re- 
lieved from  the  penitentiary  by  the  governor.  On 
the  8th  instant  a man  named  Potee  was  taken  and 
committed  for  further  examination. 

Marble.  The  Frederick  Herald  states  that  a spe- 
cimen of  marble  from  a quary  near  Liberty,  in  that 
conuty,  has  been  shown,  which  is  pronounced  by 
experienced  sculptors  to  be  the  best  and  clearest 
marble  in  the  world,  and  whiter  than  Parian.  There 
is  plenty  of  it,  and  it  is  easily  quarried. 

Annual  report  of  the  geologist  of  Maryland,  for 
1839.  We  have  received  a pamphlet  containing 
professor  Ducatel’s  report,  which  includes  the  re- 
sults of  his  examinations  in  Baltimore,  Harford, 
Anne  Arundel  and  Frederick  counties,  and  a part  of 
Carrol  county.  We  are  pleased  to  see  that  in  addi- 
tion to  much  scientific  information  relative  to  the 
geological  formations  in  those  parts  of  the  state, 
Dr.  Ducatel  has  given  a great  deal  of  useful  instruc- 
tion on  agricultural  matters.  His  remarks  on  lime- 
stone lauds  and  the  best  methods  of  developing  the 
resources  of  the  soil  where  the  limestone  basis  ex- 
ists, are  worthy  of  particular  attention.  The  far- 
mers of  Frederick  county  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  reading  the  professor’s  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject— as  they  were  published  at  length,  it  we  mis- 
take not  some  time  ago  in  the  Frederick  city  pa- 
pers. Particular  directions  are  given  concerning 
the  most  suitable  mode  of  constructing  lime-kins, 
and  for  burning. 

Agriculture,  as  a science,  can  hardly  receive  too 
much  attention  in  this  country.  In  proportion  as 
the  active  spirit  of  inquiry  and  investigation  is  ap 
plied  to  it  and  a9  judicious  experiments  are  made, 
it  wili  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  liberal  of  pur- 
suits as  well  as  the  most  useful.  The  highest  fa- 
culties of  mind,  intelligence,  judgment,  taste,  may 
find  ample  occupation  in  studying  the  mysterious 
workings  of  nature,  in  developing  the  fertile  qua- 
lities of  the  soil,  in  adapting  particular  plants  to 
particular  kinds  of  land,  in  learning  the  composi- 
tion of  different  soils,  and  in  applying  all  such 
knowledge  to  the  useful  end  of  increasing  the  pro 
ductiveness  of  the  earth.  The  farmers  of  the  coun 
try  must  ever  constitute  the  conservative  interest  of 
the  political  fabric — their  calling  invites  them  to  be 
also  the  most  intelligent  portion  of  the  community. 

[ American . 

Law  relative  to  free  negroes  and  slaves.  An  act 
of  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly  in  rela 
tion  to  t his  portion  of  population  ought  to  be  known 
by  all  concerned. 

A further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  an  act 

relating  to 'free  negroes  and  slaves,  passed  at  De- 
cember session  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one, 

chapter  three  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly 
of  Maryland,  That  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  deemed  a high  offence  against  the  supre 
niacv  of  this  state,  for  any  person  knowingly  to  cir- 
culate, or  in  any  way,  knowingly  assist  in  circulat- 
ing among  the  inhabitants  thereof,  any  pictoral 
representation,  or  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  hand 
bill  or  other  paper,  printed  or  written,  of  any  in 
flammatory  character,  having  a tendency  to  create 
discontent  among,  and  stir  up  to  insurrection,  the 
people  of  color  of  this  state,  and  that  every  person 
that  shall  be  duly  convicted  of  this  offence,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a felony,  and  shall  be  sentenced  to  under 
go  a confinement  in  the  penitentiary  of  this  state 
for  a period  of  time,  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more 
than  twenty  years  from  the  time  of  sentence  pro 


nounced  on  such  ottenoer. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  enactea,  That  hereafter,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  citizen  of  this  state, 
knowingly  to  make,  print  or  engrave,,  or  aid  in  the 
makinv,  printing  or  engraving,  within  this  state, 
any  pictoral  representation,  or  to  write  or  print,  or 
to  aid  in  the  writing  or  printing  any  pamphlet, 
newspaper,  hand-bill  or  other  paper  of  an  inflam- 
matory character,  and  having  a tendency  to  excite 
discontent,  or  stir  up  insurrection  amongst  the  peo- 
ple of  color  of  this  state,  or  of  either  of  the  other 
states  or  territories  of  the  United  States,  or  know- 
ingly to  carry  or  send,  or  to  aid  in  the  carrying  or 
sending  the  same  for  circulation  amongst  the  inha- 
bitants°of  either  of  the  other  states  or  territories  of 
the  -United  States,  and  any  person  so  offending 
shall  be  cruilty  of  felony,  and  shall  on  conviction  be 
sentenced  to  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  of  this 
state,  fora  period  of  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty  years,  from  the  time  of  sentence  pronounc- 
ed on  such  persons. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  of  Virginia.  A meeting  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  called  for  the  1st  of  July, 


in  the  Richmond  papers,  “ad  well  to  consider  the 
actual  condition  of  the  bank,  as  to  adopt  such  addi- 
tional ‘by-laws,  ordinances,  rules  and  regulations,  as 
to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper  ior  the  fu- 
ture management  of  the  bank,  and  all  other  things 
appertaining  thereto.’  ” 

The  trial  of  Green  is  still  going  on.  The  Rich- 
mond Whig  says,  “as  much  curiosity  lias  been  ma- 
nifested to  know  Mr.  Dabney’s  account  ot  the  be- 
ginning of  the  deficit,  we  will  give  it  as  we  under- 
stand it.  The  first  over-checking  was  permitted  by 
another,  then  an  officer  in  the  bank.  When  it  came 
to  his  (Mr.  D’s)  knowledge,  he  consented  to  conceal 
the  tact,  for  the  purpose  fo  screening  the  officer,  un- 
der a promise  from  Green  to  make  good  the  deficien- 
cy next  day,  or  in  some  very  short  time.  That  pro- 
mise was  not  fulfilled;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  al- 
leged that  more  money  was  necessary  to  prevent 
exposure — and  so  it  continued  from  time  to  time— 
bankruptcy  and  consequent  exposure  being  threat 
ened  as  the  means  of  extorting  large  sums — until 
the  deficit  reached  the  present  amount.” 

Tribute  to  merit.  The  medical  professors  of  Hamp- 
den Sidney  college  have  caused  to  be  made  an  ele- 
gant gold  snuff  box,  of  the  value  of  $200,  which  they 
are  about  to-  present  to  their  colleague,  Dr.  A.  L. 
Warner,  as  an  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  they 
hold  his  professional  and  private  merits.  [ Whig 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

A manufacture  Vs  convention.  A convention  of 
those  interested  in  the  manufacturing  business  in  N 
Carolina,  is  to  meet  in  Raleigh,  on  the  13th  instant. 
The  object  ot  the  convention  is  stated  to  be  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  the  domestic  market  of  cotton 
yarns,  and  to  lake  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed  of 
importance  in  circulating  information  calculated  to 
show  the  usefulness  and  propriety  of  a more  exten- 
sive operation. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Candidates  for  congress.  We  have  been  request- 
ed to  slate,  that  the  following  named  gentlemen  are 
ascertained  to  be  candidates  for  congress,  in  the  7th 
congressional  district,  composed  of  the  districts  of 
Fairfield,  Laurens  and  Newberry,  and  now  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  J.  K.  Griffin,  who,  it  is  said  de- 
clines a re-election:  Maj.  S.  G.  Barkley,  of  Fairfield; 
P.  Caldwell,  esq.  of  Newberry;  col.  J.  H.  Irby,  of 
Laurens.  We  have  heard  it  suggested,  that  judge 
O’Neall,  also  will  probably  be  a candidate. 

[ Carolinian. 

The  Charleston  Patriot  states  that  the  chamber 
of  commerce  of  that  city  have  appointed  a commit- 
tee to  memorialize  the  postmaster  general  in  favor 
of  lighting  the  Cape  Fear  river  and  Charleston  har- 
bor. The  people  of  Augusta  have  already  sent  on  a 
memorial  tor  the  former  object. 

Smith’s  wharf  in  Hampstead,  says  the  Charleston 
Courier,  has  been  hired  by  the  government,  as  a navy 
yard,  and  is  about  to  undergo  alterations  immediate- 
ly for  that  purpose. 

GEORGIA. 

Electoral  candidates.  A state  convention  of  the 
friends  of  gen.  Harrison  was  held  at  Milledgeville, 
the  1st  instant.  Judge  J.  M.  Berrien  (U.  S.  attor- 
ney general  under  gen.  Jackson)  was  unanimously 
cbosen  president.  The  following  ticket  was  nomi- 
nated as  candidates  for  electors  of  president  and  vice 
president:  G.  R.  Gilmer,  of  Oglethorpe;  gen.  Clinch, 
of  Cambden;  gen.  Miller,  of  Cass:  judge  Strong,  of 
Bibb;  Seaton  Grantland,  of  Baldwin;  Win.  Ezzard, 
ofDe  Kalb;  John  Whitehead,  of  Burke;  gen.  Wim- 
berly, of  Twiggs;  judge  Dougherty,  of  Clark;  J.  W. 
Campbell,  of  Muscogee;  James  Holmes,  of  Early. 

For  congress,  six  of  the  present  representation 
were  nominated  for  re-election  with  hardly  a dis- 
senting voice;  viz:  Messrs.  Dawson,  Nisbet,  Haber- 
sham, King,  Alford,  Warren,  and  in  lieu  of  1 lie  three 
present  members,  Messrs.  Gamble,  Merri  wethers 
and  Foster  were  nominated. 

Successful  southern  enterprise.  We  learn  from  a 
tetter  in  the  Philadelphia  U-  S.  Gazptie  that  the 
Georgia  Rail  Road  and  Banking  company  have  di- 
vided eight  percent,  on  their  capital  from  the  nett 
proceeds  of  their  last  year’s  business,  and  have  left 
on  hand  upwards  of  $60,000  surplus  profits.  The 
company  have  divided  eight  per  cent,  per  annum 
from  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  up  to  the 
present  period;  and  have  in  the  mean  time  nearly 
finished  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  miles  of  rail 
road,  leaving  on  hand  a large  amount  of  surplus 
profits. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  marshal’s  office  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  was 
recently  broken  into  while  the  clerk  was  at  supper 
and  one  thousand  dollars  in  specie  were  stolen 
therefrom. 

Nachez.  We  learn  from  the  New  Orleans  Bee 
that  the  steamboat  Hinds,  which  was  wrecked  dur- 
ing the  tornado  at  Natchez,  has  been  picked  up  at 
Baton  Rouge,  having  fifty-one  dead  bodies  on  board 


torty-eight  of  whom  were  males,  two  females  and 
one  child. 

The  Natchez  Courier  gives  the  following  report 
of  the  number  killed  and  wounded  at  that  place  by 
the  tornado:  killed  in  Natchez,  48;  killed  on  the 
river,  269.  Wounded  iti  the  city.  74;  wounded  on 
boats,  35.  Total,  317  killed,  and  109  wounded. 

The  bodies  of  persons  who  perished  by  the  tor- 
nado at  Nachez,  still  continue  to  be  found  floa'ing  on 
the  Mississippi,  below7  that  city.  At  Point  Coupee, 
the  body  of  a young  man,  respectably  dressed,  and 
having  a gold  watch  and  chain,  a diamond. ring  and 
pin  and  200  dollars  in  money,  was  recently  picked 
up  and  buried.  The  body  of  a child  about  three 
years  old,  was  aUo  found  the  same  day.  [Sun. 

The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the  26th  ult,  has  the 
following  paragraph,  descriptive  of  “a  brother’s 
struggles  to  save  a brother,”  during  the  late  fearlul 
tornado  at  that  place: 

Mr.  Win.  Hendry  and  his  brother,  owmers  of  a 
flat  boat  at  Nachez  landing  from  Park  county,  In- 
diana, were  on  board  their  boat  at  the  time  of  the 
storm.  William  was  struggling  to  save  his  brother, 
who  was  apparently  dying  from  blows  received  by 
missiles  sent  by  the  wind,  as  both  brothers  were 
whirled  from  boat  to  boat.  At  length  the  boat  on 
which  they  clung  to  each  other  sunk  beneath  them, 
the  wounded  brother  being  engaged  at  the  time  in 
begging  William  to  drop  him  and  save  himself. 
The  latter,  at  this  time  several  yards  from  shore, 
was  separated  from  one  whom  he  shall  never  more 
see  in  the  lands  of  Ihe  living,  was  wafted  down  the 
stormy  lorrent,  and,  although  not  a swimmer  ma- 
naged to  get  ashore  far  below  Natchez  at  the  toot 
of  the  hlutfs.  He  came  back  and  found  his  friends 
on  the  levee  lamenting  over  the  supposed  death  of 
both  brothers.  In  his  trunk  on  board  his  boat, 
William  Hendry  had  $2,000  in  money  lost,  and 
about  $5,000  more  in  value  of  pork  and  lard. 

One  of  the  editors  of  the  Picayune,  immediately 
after  intelligence  of  the  disaster  at  Natchez  reached 
New  Orleans  proceeded  to  that  city  in  order  to  get 
a perfect  account  of  it  by  personal  observation  and 
inspection,  and  intercourse  with  the  citizens.  An- 
nexed is  an  extract  from  his  account: 

The  following  may  be  considered  the  most  mode- 
rate and  perhaps  fairest  estimate  of  Ihe  damage 
done  by  the  tornado:  Loss  of  property  $2,000,000; 
number  of  killed  in  the  city  48;  number  of  wound- 
ed 72,  these  so  far  as  found;  and  from  275  lo  300 
are  supposed  to  have  perished  in  the  river.  When 
we  consider  that  all  this  was  done  in  a lew  mo- 
ments, we  may  have  a faint  idea  of  the  fury  of  the 
storm.  Many  astonishing  and  all  but  incredible  cir- 
cumstances are  related  of  persons  as  well  as  cows 
and  horses  being  blown  to  great  distances,  and  es- 
caping with  but  little  injury.  In  some  instances 
the  very  clothing  was  stripped  from  persons,  and 
ladies’  dresses  were  literally  split  into  ribbons.  One 
lady  in  particular,  rushed  into  a house  after  the 
heaviest  of  the  slorm,  divested  of  every  thing  but 
her  corsets. 

Brandon  bank.  The  Mississippi  papers  stated 
some  time  since,  that  Mr.  Shelton,  ex-president  of 
the  Brandon  hank,  and  Mr.  Hobson,  a director,  had 
run  away  from  that  state,  carrying  with  them  a 
large  number  of  negroes.  It  appears  from  the 
Vicksburg  Sentinel,  that  a party  of  holders  of  Bran- 
don bank  notes,  at  Columbus,  received  information 
of  the  route  they  had  taken,  which  was  to  reach 
Virginia,  and  overtook  them  in  Alabama.  They 
then  mastered  the  parly,  arid  took  away  the  ne- 
groes, paying  for  them  at  the  market  rates  in  the 
Brandon  notes  they  held",  at  par. 

This  is  a novel  way  of  getting  bank  bills  redeem- 
ed, and  were  it  not  lor  the  outlawish  spirit  display- 
ed by  it,  might  be  recorded  as  one  ot  ihe  very  best 
incidents  in  the  swindling  bank  drama  which  lias 
been  enacted  in  that  region.  [Phil.  N.  Amer. 

Vicksburg  rail  road.  The  United  Stales  Gazette 
has  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  O.  Conyng- 
ham,  esq.  president,  in  relation  to  the  damages  to 
the  road,  dated  13th  ult. 

“I  have  just  come  in  from  the  rail  road,  and  yes- 
terday walked  over  17  miles  ol  it,  to  examine  Ihe 
damage  done  by  the  laie  storm.  I was  gratified  to 
find  it  much  less  than  had  been  expected.  It  can 
be  repaired  in  ten  days.  The  loss,  however,  and 
expense  of  repairs,  will  be  from  five  thousand  to 
six  thousand  dollars,  which  will  include  some  altera- 
tions I propose  making,  to  prevent  a recurrence  of 
such  damage,  in  case  of  another  similar  storm, 
which  is  hardly  probable,  as  it  lias,  never  been 
known  belore. 

The  Vicksburg  Sentinel,  of  the  same  date,  has  the 
following: 

“The  "late  rain  has  brought  fo  light  another  source 
of  expense  to  the  road,  lo  which  it  will  be  occasion- 
ally exposed.  Last  Thursday  the  whole  line  of  the 
road  from  Baker’s  creek  to  Clinton,  a distance  of 
12  miles,  was  literally  swept  away,  bridges,  cul- 
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verts,  priming  rails  anil  embankments.  It  had  been 
in  operation  only  a lew  days,  and  we  learn  that 
$60,000  will  not  repair  the  damage  received  in  a 
lew  hours.  It  is  done,  it  was  an  unusually  heavy 
rain;  but  the  character  of  the  soil  is  such  that  the 
road  must  always  be  subject  to  great  injury  1'iom 
rains.” 

LOUISIANA. 

The  port  wardens  at  New  Orleans  have  held  a 
survey  on  the  steamboat  Prarie,  injured  by  the  tor- 
nado at  Natchez,  and  estimate  the  damages  at 
$12,000. 

ARKANSAS. 

A storm  occurred  in  Arkansas,  on  the  same  day 
of  the  terrible  tornado  that  occurred  at  Natchez — 
the  water  of  the  Mississippi  was  lorced  from  its 
proper  channel — tides  were  torn  up  by  the  roots 
nud  snapped  like  pipe  stems.  Providentially  no 
lives  were  lost;  but  the  destruction  to  properly  is 
represented  as  being  immense. 

TENNESSEE. 

Liberality  of  Nashville.  The  mayor  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  has  authorised  the  mayor  of  Natchez 
to  draw  upon  him  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  that 
sum  having  been  contributed  to  the  suffers  in  the 
latter  city. 

OHIO. 

An  administration  convention  assembled  at  Day- 
ton  a few  days  since,  at  which  the  Dayton  Herald 
states  that  two  thousand  attended.  Gov.  Shannon 
was  present  and  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the  po- 
litical topics  of  the  day. 

Cleveland  is  now  driving  an  active  trade  with 
Canadian  ports,  through  the  Welland  canal.  Se- 
venty-eight vessels  passed  through  that  canal  du- 
ring the  week  ending  on  the  18th  ult.  of  which  25 
were  bound  to  Cleveland  and  23  from  Cleveland — 
the  latter  all  deeply  laden  with  the  produce  of 
Ohio. 

INDIANA. 

A correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  writ- 
ing from  1 ndianopolis,  1st  June,  says: — “For  seve.- 
ral  days  previous  to  the  29th,  every  avenue  leading 
towards  the  battle  ground,  was  filled  with  wagons, 
loaded  with  delegates,  horsemen  and  foot  passen- 
gers, wending  their  way  to  this  proud  spot  for  our 
American  arms — and  when  all  were  assembled, 
such  a multitude  has  never  been  beheld  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  United  States:  the  number  cannot  with 
any  approximation  to  certainty  be  ascertained — it 
is  variously  guessed  at  from  40,000  to  50,000,  all 
agree  that  there  were  fifteen  acres  of  men; 
besides,  from  3,000  to  6,000  females,  and  the  en- 
campment might  not  inappropriately,  be  com- 
pared to  Darius’  vast  encampment  preparatory  lo  his 
descent  upon  Greece;  and  this  vast  concourse  of  ci- 
tizens spontaneously  assembled  at  a season  of  the 
year  when  the  agriculturalist  has  much  to  do  at 
home,  when  all  classes  are  ground  down,  as  it  were, 
to  powder,  by  an  iron  administralion.  But  such  an 
universal  enthusiasm  pervades  tiiis  section  oi  coun- 
try in  favor  of  general  Harrison,  that  nothing  could 
restrain  the  people  from  seizing  this  occasion  to  do 
him  honor. 

Over  this  immense  meeting  Jonathan  McCar- 
ty, formerly  a member  of  congress  from  this  state, 
was  chosen  president,  and  six  other  citizens,  vice 
presidents — these  presided  over  the  fifteen  acres, 
each  county  having  its  separate  organization.” 

ILLINOIS. 

The  administration  central  committee  of  the  slate 
have  given  notice  that,  as  June  is  an  inconvenient 
season  for  farmers  to  leave  home,  the  idea  of  hold- 
ing the  proposed  state  convention  at  Springfield,  is 
abandoned. 

MISSOURI. 

A joint  meeting  of  the  Van  Buren  men  of  St. 
Louis,  those  in  favor  of  a national  bank  and  those 
opposed  to  the  same,  took  place  in  that  city  on  the 
evening  of  the  25!h  ultimo.  On  the  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  in  favor  of  a national 
bank,  it  was  carried  by  a small  majority. 

Local  intelligence.  A red  gentleman  of  the  Sac 
nation,  in  a green  blanket,  with  his  face  painted  in 
yellow  stripes,  was  moving  with  dignified  strides 
through  our  streets  on  Monday  last.  This  wild  man 
was  preceded  by  his  two  wives,  both  clad  in  scarlet 
blankets  and  leggins  of  the  same  bright  color. — 
These  distinguished  strangers  produced  no  great 
sensation  here,  where  we  are  accustomed  to  see 
the'tn  frequently;  but  in  the  eastern  cities  they 
would  command  a princely  reception.  The  name 
of  this  gentleman  Indian  is  Red  Death,  his  eldest 
wile  is  called,  when  her  name  is  rendered  into  Eng-, 
lish,  “Saddle  my  Nag,”  ami  the  younger  is  “Mrs. 
Roast  my  Venison.”  [SI.  Louis  News. 

MICHIGAN. 

Convicts  escaped.  We  learn  from  the  Detroit  pa- 
pers, that  ten  convicts  in  the  Michigan  state  prison 
on  the  night  of  Sunday  week,  rose  and  overpowed 
the  guard  and  effected  their  escape.  Their  names 


are  Samuel  D.  McMurphy,  Peter  Vallee,  Erastus 
Brown,  Isaac  Bennet,  William  J.  Parker,  Walter 
Johnson,  Philander  R.  Miers  and  Geo.  W.  Norton. 
Five  hundred  dollars  reward  is  offered  for  their  ap- 
prension  and  security  in  any  jail  in  that  state,  or 
fifty  dollars  for  either  of  them. 

WISKONSIN. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  Wiskon- 
sin  territory  to  his  friend  in  this  city,  dated  May 
10,  1840: — “I  see  that  congress,  or  rather  the  house 
of  representatives,  has  read  twice  and  sent  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  a bill  appropriating  $20,000 
towards  the  improvement  of  tiie  Neenah  or  Fox 
river,  and  connecting  it  with  the  Wiskonsin.  1 
hope  the  bill  will  pass,  lor  I think  it  a project  of 
great  merit,  and  much  demanded  by  the  lead  inte- 
rest of  Wiskonsin  and  Iowa,  as  it  vvoul  open 
a direct  water  communication  from  the  mines  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  in  case  of  war  with 
Great  Britain  would  save  the  government  a vast 
amount  of  money  in  the  transportation  of  troops, 
&c.  I was  on  the  survey  last  fall;  our  estimate  was 
$448,000.  I should  like  to  be  on  the  construction, 
as  there  will  be  some  pretty  engineering  to  do. 

“The  Winnebagoes  will  have  to  puch-a-chee 
(i.  e.  remove)  west  of  the  Mississippi  this  spring. 
T roops  are  now  on  their  way  here  to  drive  them  off'. 
When  I was  last  at  Fort  VVinnebago  I was  present 
at  a council.  The  old  chief  spoke  rather  saucy,  and 
said  they  would  not  go,  as'  it  made  but  little  diffe- 
rence whether  they  were  killed  by  the  whites  or  the 
Saules  and  Sioux,  between  whose  countries  the 
Winnebago  reservation  or  neutral  ground  is  situat- 
ed. I do  not  think  we  shall  have  any  fighting,  but 
it  will  be  very  troublesome  finding  them  alter  they 
have  once  hidden  in  the  country  north  of'  the  Wis- 
konsin  river.”  [Ndf.  Int. 

ADDRESS 

Of  the  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York  to  the  electors  of  the 

state. 

From  the  Albany  Rough- Hewer . 

Fellow  citizens:  It  is  not  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances that  we  invite  your  most  serious  atten- 
tion to  the  political  condition  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try. There  has  not  been  a time,  since  the  United 
Slates  became  a nation,  when  our  liberties  were  in 
greater  danger.  We  are  not  assailed  by  a foreign 
enemy,  threatening  to  reduce  us  to  colonial  servi- 
tude, nor  is  any  domestic  usurper  at  the  head  of  a 
mercenary  army,  attempting  to  subject  us  to  the 
government  of  his  will;  but  corruption  and  fraud 
are  undermining  the  public  virtue,  and  seeking  to 
use,  for  the  destruction  of  liberty,  laws  and  institu- 
tions which  have  been  devised  for  her  protection. 
No  new  foe  has  recently  sprung  into  existence;  but 
an  old  one,  often  baffled  and  defeated  by  the  intel- 
ligence and  firmness  of  the  people,  is  again  in  the 
, field,  sustained  by  new  recruits  and  more  ample 
means  of  waifare. 

Democratic  principles.  A large  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  and  of  the  United  States,  have 
always  been  democratic  republicans.  If  the}' have 
at  any  time,  momentarily  given  their  confidence  to 
men  of  other  principles,  it  was  because  they  were 
induced  by  professions,  in  which  they  placed  con- 
fidence, to  believe,  that  in  doing  so,  they  were  best 
promoting  the  cause  of  real  democracy;  but  no 
sooner  has  the  delusion  passed  away,  than  they 
have  returned  to  their  political  standard  which  they 
appeared  to  have  abandoned. 

It  cannot  be  otherwise.  The  mass  of  our  people 
are  intelligent  and  virtuous.  They  ask  only  for 
an  honest  government — a government  controlled 
by  an  honest  people  which  truly  represents  their 
wishes  and  their  will.  True  democracy  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  honesty  in  politics.  It  asks 
nothing  which  belongs  to  another,  and  concedes  to 
every  one  his  right.  It  looks  upon  men  as  equals, 
entitled  to  an  equal  influence  in  public  alfairs  and 
to  equal  protection  in  their  private  walks.  It  looks 
upon  government,  not  as  designed  to  raise  the  few 
above  the  many,  or  to  make,  some  rich  and  others 
poor;  but  to  give  equal  security  to  all  in  their 
rights  of  person  and  property  and  their  lawful  pur- 
suits. It  repudiates  institutions  and  laws  which 
give  one  man,  or  class  of  men,  advantages  over 
others,  wdiile  it  accords  to  all,  the  right  to  use  lor 
their  own  benefit,  without  injury  to  others,  the 
mind  and  the  strength  with  which  the  great  Cieator 
has  endowed  them.  It  holds  sacred,  and  deems  it 
one  of  the  chief  duties  of  government  to  protect 
the  property  honestly  acquired  by  the  application 
of  the  natural  powers  of  man.  It  has  not  one  code 
of  morality  for  private,  and  another  for  public 
transactions;  it  would  as  soon  commit  a fraud  in  a 
bargain,  as  in  an  election;  it  would  as  soon  take 
the  property  of  its  neighbor  without  consideration, 
as  deprive  a majority  of  their  right  to  govern.  In 
fine,  the  democratic  principle  is  perfect  virtue  and 


pure  religion,  “rendering  unto  C®sar  the  things 
that  are  Cscsar  s,  and  “doing  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  them  do  unto  you.”  If  jt  could  be 
practised  in  its  purity,  it  would  “secure  peace  on 
earth,  and  good  will  towards  men.”  Though  sen- 
sible that  the  frailties  of  man  bar  him  from  present 

perfection  in  goverment,  as  in  every  thing  else 

yet,  knowing  that  his  race  is  capable  of  indefinite 
improvement,  the  true  democrat  feels  it  his  duty  to 
strive  towards  it  with  an  unfaltering  faith  and  un- 
tiling zeal.  This  principle  in  the  political,  as  in 
the  moral  world,  has  its  ever  acting  antagonist. 

Federal  principles.  The  anti-democratic  princi- 
ples assume  that  the  mass  of' mankind  have  not,  and 
can  not  have  sufficient  intelligence  or  virtue  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  management  of  public  affairs.  This 
principle  is  the  basis  of  monarchies  and  aristocra- 
cies. When  compelled  to  allow  the  people  a voice 
in  the  government,  it  restricts  that  right  to  as  small 
a number  as  possible.  It  clings  to  ancient  institu- 
tions, however  defective  and  unjust;  it  resists  every 
movement  having  in  view  an  enlargement  of  the 
right  of  suffrage;  by  falsehood  and  corruption  it  at- 
tempts to  disparage  and  prevent  the  exercise  of  that 
right  when  it  cannot  be  restricted,  and  if  it  dare  do 
so,  resorts  to  terror  and  force  to  control  its  existence 
and  defeat  its  results.  It  takes  any  shape,  assumes 
any  name,  professes  any  principle,  and  advocates 
any  measure  as  means  of  acquiring  power  or  re- 
taining it,  taking  care  to  keep  no  promise  or  tk>  any 
act  which  could  conduce  to  the  elevation  of  the  ma- 
ny to  the  level  of  the  few.  Where  distinctions  in 
society  are  unknown,  it  is  constantly  struggling  to 
create  them  by  legislation  for  the  special  benefit  of 
individuals  and  classes,  thereby  throwing  into  their 
hands  a power  and  influence  strong  enough  to  con- 
trol the  suffrages  of  the  people,  or  set  them  at  de- 
fiance. In  fine,  this  principle  treats  the  mass  of 
mankind  as  if  they  were  created,  not  to  pursue 
their  own  happiness  under  the  protection  of  equal 
laws,  but  to  obey  the  mandates  of  masters  arrtl  la- 
bor for  their  pleasure  and  emolument. 

These  opposing  principles,  like  good  and  evil  in 
the  moral  world,  have  always  been  struggling  for 
the  ascendency,  in  every  government  over  which 
the  public  will  has  been  permitted  to  have  any  con- 
trol. The  contest  is  now  going  on  in  most  of'  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  in  spite  of  the  occasional 
folly,  violence  and  crimes  of  those  professing  the 
true  principle,  it  has  already  overthrown  many  ty- 
rannical institutions,  and  is  gradually  reducing 
princes  and  monarchs  to  the  level  of  other  men. 

. The  same  contest  commenced  at  an  early  period 
in  the  United  States,  and  has  ever  since  been  cai  ti- 
ed on  in  stealthy  silence,  or  in  open  array,  as  the 
anti-democratic  principle  found  the  one  or  the  other 
most  propitious  to  its  ultimate  success.  The  early 
history  of  this  republic  too  abundantly  proves,  that 
many  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  revolution, 
fought  for  independence,  rather  than  for  liberty. — 
They  rebelled  against  a monarch  abroad,  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  up  a monarch  at  home.  Placed 
at  a distance  from  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  they 
had  little  chance  to  participate  in  its  honors,  its  titles 
and  its  pensions;  and  they  aimed  to  erect  a throne 
in  America,  around  which  they  might  form  a band 
of  privileged  nobles.  No  sooner  was  the  object  of 
independence  achieved,  and  the  states  separated 
from  their  parent  land,  than  these  objects  began  to 
develope  themselves  in  the  writings  and  acts  of 
some  of  the  revolutionary  leaders. 

As  early  as  17S7,  John  Adams,  than  whom  no 
man  entered  with  more  energy  and  devotion  into 
the  cause  of  the  revolution,  wrote  and  published  a 
series  of  letters  on  government,  under  the  title  of 
“A  Defencee  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  United 
States  of  America;”  in  which  the  principles  of  the 
anti -democratic  party  were  clearly  developed.  A 
few  extracts  will  suffice.  In  his  preface  he  says:  — 
“The  rich,  the  well  born,  and  the  able,  acquire  an 
influence  among  the  people,  that  will  soon  be  too 
much  for  simple  honesty  and  plain  sense  in  a house 
of  representatives.  The  most  illustrious  of  these 
must,  therefore,  be  separated  from  the  mass  and 
placed  by  themselves  in  a senate.” 

In  his  20th  letter,  he  says:  “I  only  contend  that 
the  English  constitution  is  in  theory,  the  most  stu- 
pendous  fabric  of  human  invention,  both  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  balance  and  the  prevention  of  its 
violations;  and  that  the  Americans  ought  to  be  ap- 
plauded, instead  of  censured,  for  imitating  it  as  far 
as  they  have.” 

In  his  26th  letter,  he  says:  “If  there  i3  then  in 
society  such  a natural  aristocracy  as  these  great 
writers  pretend,  and  as  all  history  and  experience 
demonstrate,  formed  partly  by  genius,  partly  by 
birth  and  partly  by  riches,  how  shall  the  legislator 
avail  himself  of  their  influence  for  the  equal  bene- 
fit of  the  public?  And  how,  on  the  other  hand, 
shall  he  prevent  them  from  disturbing  the  public 
happiness?  I answer,  by  arranging  them  all,  or  at 
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least  the  most  conspicuous  of  them,  together  in  one 
assembly  by  the  name  of  a senate;  by  separating 
them  from  all  pretensions  to  the  executive  power; 
and  by  controlling,  in  the  legislature,  their  ambi- 
tion and  avarice,  by  an  assemblage  ol  representa- 
tives on  one  side,  and  by  the  executive  authority 
on  the  other.” 

In  his  27th  letter  he  says:  “If  I should  undertake 
to  say,  that  there  never  was  a good  government 
in  the  world  that  did  not  consist  of  three  species  of 
monarchy,  aristocracy  and  democracy,  I think  I 
may  be  able  to  make  it  good.” 

In  his  29th  letter,  lie  says:  “I  shall  show  in 
another  place,  that  a nobility  or  gentry,  in  a popu- 
lar government,  not  overbalancing  it,  is  the  very 
life  and  soul  of  it.” 

In  his  3 2d  letter,  he  says:  “The  only  remedy  is, 
to  throw  the  rich  and  the  proud  into  one  group,  in  a 
separate  assembly,  and  there  tie  their  hands;  if  you 
give  them  scope  with  the  people  at  large,  or  their 
representatives,  they  will  destroy  all  equality  and 
liberty,  with  the  consent  and  acclamation  ot  the 
people  themselves.” 

In  his  34th  letter,  he  says:  “The  aristocracy  or 
ambitious  republic  becomes  immediately  an  oli- 
garchy— what  shall  be  done  to  prevent  it?  Place 
two  guardians  of  the  laws  to  watch  the  aristocracy. 
One  in  the  shape  of  a king  on  one  side  ol  it,  another 
in  the  shape  of  a democratical  assembly  on  the  other 
side.” 

In  letter42,  speaking  of  the  factions  in  the  Greek 
republics,  he  says:  “But  no  man,  no  party,  ever 
thought  of  introducing  an  effectual  balance  by  cre- 
ating a king,  with  an  equal  power  to  balance  the 
other  two.” 

In  letter  52,  he  says:  “The  distinctions  of  poor 
and  rich  are  as  necessary  in  states  of  considerable 
extent,  as  labor  and  good  government.  The  poor 
are  destined  to  labor;  and  the  rich,  by  advantages 
of  education,  independence  and  leisure,  are  quali- 
fied for  superior  stations.” 

In  letter  1,  vol.  ii.  he  says:  A royal  dignity  is  the 
most  obivious  thought  to  extinguish  animosities  be- 
tween nobles  and  commons.” 

Again,  commenting  on  a remark  in  Machiavel’s 
work  on  government,  he  says: 

“It  is  a pity  he  had  not  said,  parties  must  be  up- 
held together  bv  the  constitutional  legal  authority 
of  one  man  alone,  possessed  of  the  whole  executive 
power  of  the  state,  and  then  if  he  is  taken  off  by 
death,  another  will  succeed.” 

Again:  “When  the  three  natural  orders  iri  society, 
the  high,  the  middle  and  ttie  low,  are  all  represent- 
ed in  the  government  and  constitutionality  placed 
to  watch  each  other,  and  restrain  each  other  mutu- 
ally by  the  laws,  it  is  then  only  that  an  emulation 
takes  place  for  the  public  good  and  divisions  turn  to 
the  advantage  of  the  nation.” 

The  whole  work  is  interspersed  with  sentiments 
of  a similar  nature  clearly  showing  the  author’s 
opinion,  that  the  people  are  incapable  of  self-go- 
vernment, and  that  the  only  good  system  is  a king, 
lords  and  commons,  representing  three  distinct  or- 
ders in  society. 

The  same  distrust  of  the  people  was  evinced,  and 
the  same  opinions  as  to  government  were  expressed 
in  the  convention  of  1787,  which  formed  the  present 
constitution  of  the  United  States  ' Mr.  Madison,  in 
his  introduction  to  the  debates  in  that  body,  recently 
published,  among  the  circumstances  attending  its 
meeting,  mentions  the  following: 

“It  was  found,  moreover,  that  those  least  partial 
to  popular  government,  or  most  distrustful  of  its 
efficacy,  were  yielding  to  anticipations  that  from 
an  increase  of  the  confusion,  a government  might 
result  more  congenial  with  their  taste  or  their  opi- 
nions; whilst  those  most  devoted  to  the  principles 
and  forms  of  republics,  were  alarmed  for  the  cause 
of  liberty  itself,  at  stake  in  the  American  experi- 
ment, and  anxious  for  a system  that  would  avoid 
the  inefficacy  of  a mere  confederacy,  without  pass- 
ing into  the  opposite  extreme  of  a consolidated  go- 
vernment. It  vyas  known  that  there  were  indi- 
viduals \ylio  had  betrayed  a bias  towards  monar- 
chy, and  there  had  always  been  some  not  unfa- 
vorable to  a partition  of  the  union  into  several 
confederacies,  either  from  a better  chance  of  figur- 
ing on  a-  sectional  theatre,  or  that  the  sections 
would  require  stronger  governments,  or  by  their 
hostile  conflicts  lead  to  a monarchical  consolida- 
tion.” 

The  succeeding  debates  contain  abundant  evi- 
dences that  the  principles  of  John  Adams  had  their 
advocates  among  the  ablest  men  in  the,  conven- 
tion. We  can  give  but  a few  examples  out  of 
many. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said:  (Madision  papers,  pages  835, 
6,  7,  8.  9)  “Tn  his  private  opinion  he  had  noscruple 
in  declaring,  supported  as  he  was,  by  the  opinion 
of  so  many  of  the  wise  and  good,  that  the  British 
government  was  the  best  in  the  world;  and  lie 


doubted  much  whether  any  thing  short  of  it  would 
do  in  America.” 

Again:  “The  progress  of  the  public  mind  led  him 
to  anticipate  the  time  w hen  others,  as  well  as  him- 
self, would  join  in  the  praise  bestowed  by  Mr. 
Neckar  on  the  British  constitution,  namely,  that  it 
is  the  only  government  in  the  world  which  unites 
public  strength  with  individual  security’.” 

Again:  “Their  hou$e  o fiords  is  a most  noble  in- 
stitution.” “No  temporary  senate  will  have  firm- 
ness enough  to  answer  the  purpose.” 

Again:  “As  to  the  executive,  it  seemed  to  be  ad- 
mitted, that  no  good  one  could  be  established  on 
republican  principles.  Was  not  this  giving  up 
the  merits  of  the  question,  for  can  there  be  a 
good  government  without  a good  executive?  The 
English  model  was  the  only  good  one  on  that  sub- 
ject.” 

Again:  “What  is  the  inference  from  all  these  ob- 
servations? That  we  ought  to  go  as  far  as  repub- 
lican principles  will  admit.  Let  one  branch  of  the 
legislature  hold  their  places  for  life,  or  at  least 
during  good  behavior.  Let  the  executive  also  be 
for  life.” 

He  submitted  bis  plan  to  the  convention,  avow- 
ing, however,  that  he  did  not  expect  the  people  to 
adopt  it  “at  present.”  “But  he  sees  the  union  dis- 
solving, or  already  dissolved — he  sees  evils  operat- 
ing in  the  states,  which  must  soon  cure  the  people 
of  their  fondness  for  democracies — he  sees  that  a 
great  progress  has  been  already  made,  and  is  still 
going  on  in  the  public  mind.  He  thinks,  therefore, 
the  people  will  in  time  be  unshackled  from  their 
prejudices,”  &c.  &c. 

His  plan  was  an  assembly  elected  by  the  people, 
a senate  elected  by  the  electors  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple in  districts  to  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, and  a governor  elected  by  electors  chosen 
by  the  people  in  the  senatorial  districts,  to  hold  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  arid  that  the  governors  of  the 
states  should  be  appointed  by  the  general  governor, 
with  an  absolute  negative  on  acts  passed  by  the 
state  legislature. 

Speaking  of  the  slates,  page  905,  he  said:  “even 
as  corporations  the  extpnt  of  some  of  them,  as  Vir- 
ginia, Massachusetts,  &c.  would  be  formidable. 

As  states,  he  thought,  they  ought  to  be  abolish- 
ed. But  he  admitted  the  necessity  of  leaving  in 
them  subordinate  jurisdictions. 

Page  966,  “He  acknowledges  himself  not  to  think 
favorably  of  republican  government,”  fkc. 

Governenr  Morris,  speaking  of  the  second  branch 
in  the  executive  department,  or  the  senate,  pages 
1018,  19,  20,  says: 

“One  interest  must  be  opposed  to  another  inte- 
rest; vices  as  they  exist,  must  be  turned  against  each 
other.  In  the  second  place,  it  must  have  great  per- 
sonal property;  it  must  have  the  aristocratic  spirit; 
it  must  love  to  lord  it  through  pride.”  “If  the  se- 
cond branch  is  to  be  dependent,  we  are  better  with- 
out it.  To  make  it  independent,  it  should  be  for 
life.  It  will  then  do  wrong,  it  will  be  said.  He 
believed  so:  he  hoped  so.  The  rich' will  strive  to 
establish  their  dominion  and  enslave  the  rest.  They 
always  did.  They  always  will.  The  proper  se- 
curity against  them,  is  to  form  them  into  a separate 
interest.” 

Again:  “He  contended  that  the  executive  should 
appoint  the  seriate,  and  fill  up  vacancies.” 

Again:  “He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  loaves 
and  fishes  must  bribe  the  demagogues.  They  must 
be  made  to  expect  higher  offices  under  the  general 
than  under  the  state  governments.  A senate  for  life 
will  be  a noble  bait.” 

Again:  page  1030,  “State  attachments,  and  state 
importance,  have  been  the  bane  of  this  country.  We 
cannot  annihilate,  but  we  may  perhaps  take  out  the 
teeth  of  the  serpents.” 

Again:  page  1033,  on  the  proposition  for  fixing 
the  representation  in  the  first  branch  at  “one  mem- 
ber for  every  forty  thousand  inhabitants,”  “he 
thought  property  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  esti- 
mate, as  well  as  the  number  of  inhabitants.  Life 
and  liberty  were  generally  said  to  be  of  more  value 
than  property.  An  accurate  view  of  the  matter 
would,  nevertheless,  prove  that  property  was  the 
main  object  of  society.” 

Again:  page  1043,  “As  on  the  alarm  soujided,  of 
an  aristocracy,  his  creed  was,  that  there  never  was 
nor  ever  will  be,  a civilized  society  without  an  aris- 
tocracy. His  endeavor  was,  to  keep  it  as  much 
as  possible  from  doing  michief.” 

Again:  page  1125,  upon  a motion  that  the  exe- 
cutive should  hold  his  office  during  good  behavior, 
“he  expressed  great  pleasure  in  hearing  it.  This 
was  the  way  to  get  a good  government.”  “He  was 
indifferent  how  the  executive  should  be  chosen,  pro- 
vided he  held  his  place  by  this  tenure.” 

Adams  and  Hamilton,  though  personally  inimi- 
cal, represented  truly  the  principles  and  feelings 
of  the  entire  federal  party— the  influence  ofthe  lat- 


ter predominating.  The  speeches  and  writings  of 
that  time  and  occasion  are  interspersed  with  abun- 
dant evidences  that  there  was  then  a party,  powerful 
in  talents,  if  not  in  numbers,  w hich  viewed  a go- 
vernment purely  popular  with  the  utmost  distrust, 
and  looked  forward  to  the  establishment  of  the  Bii- 
tish  system  of  kings,  lords  and  commons,  as  the 
ultimate  resort  of  their  country. 

Democratic  principles  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  as- 
sociates. In  beautiful  contrast  with  these  princi- 
ples, are  those  avowed  by  another  set  ol  men  on  the 
same  occasion,  and,  at  the  same  period.  Thomas 
Jefferson  was  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  its  sentiments  may  justly  be  con- 
sidered  peculiarly  his.  Here  are  the  principles  ot 
true  democracy,  viz: 

“That  all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights;  that  among  these  are  lile,  liberty  and  the 
pursuits  of  happiness;  that  to  secure  these  rights, 
governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed; 
that  whenever  any  lorm  of  government  becomes 
destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new 
government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  princi- 
ples, and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  lorm,  as  to 
them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safely 
and  happiness.” 

These  principles  were  upheld  by  the  true  repub- 
licans, in  the  convention. 

George  Mason,  of  Virginia,  (page  754-5  of  the 
Madison  Papers),  “argued  strongly  for  an  election 
ofthe  larger  branch  [ol  the  legislature]  by  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  to  be  the  grand  depository  ol  the  de- 
mocratic principle  ot  the  government.”  “We 
ought  to  attend  to  the  lights  of  every  class  of  the 
people.”  .“Every  selfish  motive,  every  family  at- 
tachment, ought  to  recommend  such  a system  of 
policy  as  would  provide  no  less  carefully  for  the 
-rights  and  happiness  of  the  lowest,  than  ot  the 
highest  order  ol  citizens.” 

Again:  page  914,  “He  took  this  occasion  to  re- 
peat^ that  notwithstanding  Ins  solicitude  to  establish 
a national  government,  he  never  would  agree  to 
abolish  the  state  governments,  or  render  them  ab- 
solutely insignificant.  They  were  as  necessary  as 
the  general  government,  and  he  would  be  equally 
careful  to  preserve  them.” 

A<min,  page  1209:  “Having  for  his  primary  ob- 
ject—for  the'polar  star  of  his  political  conduct — the 
preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  held  it 
as  an  essential  point,  as  the  very  palladium  of  civil 
liberty,  that  the  great  officers  of  state,  and  particu- 
larly the  executive,  should  at  fixed  periods  return 
to  that  mass  from  which  they  were  first  taken,  in 
order  that  they  may  feel  and  respect  those  rights 
and  interests  which  are  again  to  be  personally  valu- 
able to  them.” 

Mr.  Madison  (page  755)  “Considered  the  popu- 
lar election  of  one  branch  of  the  national  legis- 
lature, as  essential  to  every  plan  of  Iree  govern- 
ment.” 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  (page  801  said: 
“He  wished  for  vigor  in  the  government,  but  he 
wished  that  vigorous  authority  to  flow  immediately 
from  the  legitimate  source  of  all  authority.  The 
government  ought  to  possess  not  only,  first,  the 
force,  but  second,  the  mind  or  sense  ofthe  people 
at  large.  The  legislature  ought  to  be  the  most  ex- 
act transcript  of  the  whole  society.  Representation 
is  made  necessary  only  because  it  is  impossible  for 
the  people  to  act  collectively.  ’ 

John  Dickinson,  of  Delaware,  page  1213,  said: 
“He  doubted  the  policy  of  interweaving  into  re- 
publican constitutions  a veneration  for  wealth.  He 
had  always  understood  that  a veneration  for  pover- 
ty and  virtue  were  the  objects  of  republican  encou- 
ragement.” 

Perhaps  it  was  unforlunate  that  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, the  purest  democrat  ofthe  revolutionary  period, 
and  the  first  great  leader  of  the  republican  party, 
was  not  in  the  convention.  His  published  works, 
however,  exhibit  in  numberless  passages  the  prin- 
ciples of  tne  party  to  which  he  belonged.  A few 
extracts  will  show  how  different  were  the  princi- 
ples of  that  party  from  those  professed  by  Adams 
and  Hamilton.  . 

In  letter  117,  vol.  four  of  his  correspondence,  he 
says:  “I  would  say,  that  the  people,  being  the  Only 
depository  of  power,  should  exercise  in  person 
every  function  which  their  qualifications  enable 
them  to  exercise  consistently  with  the  order  and 
security  of  society;  that  we  now  find  them  equal  to 
the  election  of  those  who  shall  be  invested  with 
their  executive  and  legislative  powers,  and  to  act 
themselves  in  the  judiciary,  as  judges  in  question 
of  fact;  that  the  range  of  their  powers  ought  to  be 
enlarged,”  &c. 

Again:  letter  131:  “On  this  view  of  the  import 
of  the  term  republic,  instead  of  saying,  as  has  been 
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saul,  ‘that  it  may  mean  any  tiling  or  nothing,’  wo 
xnay  say,  with  truth  ami  meaning,  that  governments 
are  more  or  less  republican,  as  they  have  more  or 
less  of  the  element  of  popular  election  and  control 
in  their  composition;  and  believing,  as  I do,  that 
the  mass  of  the  citizens  is  the  safest  depository  of 
their  own  rights,  and  especially  that  the  evils  flow- 
ing from  the  duperies  of  the  people,  are  less  injuri- 
ous than  those  from  tire  egotism  of  their  agents,  1 
am  a friend  to  that  composition  of  government 
which  has  in  it  the  most  of  this  ingredient.” 

Again:  letter  132:  “Our  legislators  are  not  suf- 
ficiently apprised  of  the  rightful  limits  of  their 
powers:  that  their  true  office  is  to  declare  and  en- 
force only  our  natural  rights  and  duties,  to  take 
none  of  them  from  us.  No  man  has  a natural  right 
to  commit  aggression  on  the  equal  rights  of  another; 
and  this  is  all  from  which  the  laws  ought  to  restrain 
him:  Every  man  is  under  the  natural  duty  of  con- 
tributing to  the  necessities  of  the  society,  and  this 
is  all  the  laws  should  enforce  on  him:  And  no  man 
having  a natural  right  to  be  the  judge  between  him- 
self and  another,  it  is  his  natural  duty  to  submit  to 
the  umpirage  of  an  impartial  third.  When  the 
laws  have  declared  and  enforced  all  this,  they  have 
fulfilled  their  functions,  and  the  idea  is  quite  un- 
founded, that  on  entering  into  society,  we  give  up 
any  natural  right.” 

Again,  letter  135:  “At  the  birth  of  our  republic, 
we  committed  that  opinion  to  the  world,  in  the 
draft  of  a constitution  annexed  to  the  notes  on  Vir- 
ginia, in  which  a provision  was  inserted  for  a re- 
presentation permanently  equal.  The  infancy  of 
the  subject  at  that  moment,  and  our  inexperience 
of  sell-government,  occasioned  gross  departures  in 
that  draft  from  genuine  republican  canons.  In 
truth,  the  abuses  of  monarchy  had  so  much  filled 
all  the  space  of  political  contemplation,  that  we 
imagined  every  thing  republican  that  was  not  mo- 
narchy. We  had  not  yet  penetrated  to  the  other 
principle,  that  governments  are  republican  only  in 
proportion  as  they  embody  Hie  will  of  their  people, 
and  execute  it.”  “The  true  foundation  of  the  re- 
publican government  is  the  equal  right  of  every 
citizen,  in  his  person  and  property,  and  in  their 
management.  Try  by  this,  as  a tally,  every  pro- 
vision of  our  constitution,  and  see  if  it  hangs  di- 
rectly on  the  will  of  the  people.  Reduce  your  le- 
gislature to  a convenient  number  for  full,  but  or- 
derly discussion.  Let  every  man  who  fights  or 
pays,  exercise  his  just  and  equal  right  in  their  se- 
lection. Submit  them  to  approbation  or  rejection 
at  short  intervals.  Let  the  executive  be  chosen  in 
the  same  way,  and  for  the  same  term,  by  those 
whose  agent  lie  is  to  be;  and  leave  no  screen  of  a 
council  behind  which  to  skulk  from  responsi- 
bility.” 

Again,  letter  149:  “It  should  be  remembered,  as 
an  axiom  of  eternal  truth  in  politics,  that  whatever 
power  in  any  government  is  independent,  is  abso- 
lute also;  in  theory  only,  at  first,  while  the  spirit  of 
the  people  is  up,  but  in  practice,  as  last  as  that  re- 
laxes. Independence  can  be  trusted  no  where  but 
with  the  people  in  mass.  They  are  inherently  in- 
dependent of  all  but  moral  law.” 

Again,  letter  172:  “Ours,  (the  object  of  thp  re- 
publican party)  on  the  contrary,  was  to  maintain 
tile  will  of  the  majority  of  the  convention,  and  of 
the  people  themselves.  We  believed  with  them, 
that  man  was  a rational  animal,  endowed  by  nature 
with  rights,  and  with  an  innate  sense  of  justice; 
and  that  he  could  be  restrained  from  wrong  and 
protected  in  right,  by  moderate  powers,  confided  to 
persons  of  his  own  choice,  and  held  to  their  duties 
by  dependence  on  his  own  will.  We  believe  that 
the  complicated  organization  of  kings,  nobles  and 
priests,  was  not  the  wisest  nor  best  to  effect  the 
happiness  of  associated  man;  that  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue were  not  hereditary;  ttiat  the  trappings  of  such 
a machinery  consumed  by  their  expense  those 
earnings  of  industry  they  were  meant  to  protect, 
and  by  the  inequalities  they  produced,  exposed 
liberty  to  sufferance.  We  believed  that  men  en- 
joying in  ease  and  security  the  full  fruits  of  their 
own  industry,  enlisted  by  all  their  interests  on  the 
side  of  law  and  order,  habituated  to  think  for 
themselves,  and  follow  their  reason  as  their  guide, 
would  be  more  easily  and  safely  governed,  than 
with  minds  nourished  in  error,  and  vitiated  and  de- 
based, as  in  Europe,  by  ignorance,  indigence  and 
oppression.  The  cherishment  of  the  people  then 
was  our  principle,  the  fear  and  distrust  of  them, 
that  of  the  other  party.” 

In  the  philanthropic  and  consoling  faith  of  a true 
democrat,  Mr.  Jefferson  lived  and  died.  But  ten 
days  before  his  death,  in  reference  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  and  its  fruits,  he  said,  letter 
193: 

“May  it  be  to  the  world,  what  I believe  it  will 
be  (to  some  parts  sooner,  to  others  later,  but  finally 
to  all),  the  signal  of  arousing  men-  to  burst  the 


chains  under  which  monkish  ignorance  and  super- 
stition had  persuaded  (hem  to  bind  themselves,  and 
to  assume  the  blessings  and  security  of  self  govern- 
ment. That  form  which  we  have  substituted  re- 
stores  the  free  light  to  the  unbounded  exercise  of 
reason  and  fieedom  ofopinion.  All  eyes  are  opened, 
or  opening,  to  the  rights  of  man.  The  general 
spread  of  the  light  of  science  has  already  laid  open 
to  every  view  the  palpable  truth,  that  the  mass  of 
mankind  has  not  been  born  with  saddles  on  their 
backs,  nor  a favorite  few  booted  and  spurred,  rpady 
to  ride  them  legitimately,  by  the  grace  of  God.” 
These  extracts  distinctly  show  that  broad  diffe- 
rences of  opinion  existed  among  the  fathers  of  the 
republic.  These  differences  exhibited  themselves 
in  the  conventions  to  form  the  state  constitutions, 
and  more  strikingly  in  the  convention  that  formed 
the  federal  constitution.  The  democratic  princi- 
ple struggled  to  give  the  people  as  direct  a control 
as  possible  over  the  general  government,  leaving 
to  the  states  all  powers  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  general  welfare,  while  the  anti-democratic 
sought  to  supersede  the  state  governments,  and 
icmove  the  executive  and  senatorial  branches  of 
thp  general  government  entirely,  and  the  repre- 
sentative as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  popular 
control.  With  some  concessions  to  the  anti-demo- 
cratic party  in  the  election  of  the  executive  and 
senate,  which  the  spirit  of  our  people  has  rendered 
nugatory  in  practice,  the  constitution  offered  to 
the  people  of  the  states  was  essentially  democratic, 
and  was  adopted  with  a lew  explanatory  amend- 
ments. 

Washington's  administration.  Washington,  the 
father  of  his  country,  was  made  the  first  president, 
and  John  Adams,  the  advocate  of  monarchy,  the 
vice  president.  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  purest  of 
democrats  was  appointed  secretary  of  state,  and 
Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was  the  friend  of  the 
British  system,  with  all  its  corruptions,  secretary 
of  the  treasury;  gpneral  Knox  was  secretary  of 
war,  and  Edmund  Randolph  attorney  general,  both 
the  political  friends  of  Hamilton.  Jefferson  had 
just  returned  from  France,  where  he  had  been 
minister,  and  thus  speaks  of  the  slate  of  things 
around  the  president,  viz:  “The  president  received 
fne  cordially,  and  my  colleagues  and  the  circle  of 
principal  citizens,  apparently  with  welcome.  The 
courtesies  of  dinner  parties  given  me,  as  a stranger 
newly  arrived  among  them,  placed  me  at  once  in 
their  familiar  society.  But  I cannot  describe  the 
wonder  and  mortification  with  which  the  table 
conversations  filled  me.  Politics  were  the  chief 
topic,  and  a preference  for  kingly  over  republican 
government  was  evidently  the  favorite  sentiment. 
An  apostate  I could  not  be.  nor  yet  a hypocrite; 
and  I found  myself  for  the  most  part  the  only  ad- 
vocate on  the  republican  side  of  the  question,  un- 
less among  the  guests  there  chanced  to  be  some 
member  of  that  party  from  the  legislative  houses.” 
He  relates  the  following  remarks  made  on  one 
dinner  occasion,  viz:  “After  the  cloth  was  re- 

moved, conversation  was  led  to  the  British  consti- 
tution, on  which  Mr.  Adams  observed — ‘Purge 
that  constitution  of  its  corruption,  and  give  to  its 
popular  branch  equality  of  representation,  and  it 
would  be  the  most  perfect  constitution  ever  de- 
vised bv  the  wit  of  man.’  Hamilton  paused  and 
said — ‘Purge  if  of  its  corruption,  and  yon  make  it 
an  impracticable  government;  as  it  stands  now,  with 
all  its  supposed  defects,  it  is  the  most  perfect  go- 
vernment which  ever  existed.’  ” 

The  funding  system  and  the  origin  of  the  United 
States  bank  Hamilton  was  the  leading  spirit  of  the 
cabinet.  More,  as  to  the  future  character  of  the 
government,  depended  on  the  organization  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  treasury  department,  at  that 
time,  than  on  any  other  department  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  Hamilton,  true  to  his  principles,  set 
about  constructing  a system  which  should  create 
an  influence  in  congress  sufficient  to  counteract 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  assimilate  that  body  to 
the  corrupt  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  A large 
amount  of  certificates  of  public  debt  for  articles, 
furnished  during  the  revolutionary  war,  was  out- 
standing, which  had  been  purchased  by  speculators 
at  half  to  one-tenth  of  their  nominal  amount.  Ha- 
milton proposed  to  fund  these  at  par,  and  a majority 
being  secured  for  the  project,  some  of  the  members 
were  enabled  to  make  large  sums  of  money,  buy- 
ing them  up  indirectly  before  the  bill  passed.  His 
next  project  was  the  assumption  of  the  state  debts 
contracted  during  the  revolutionary  wmr,  and  then 
much  depressed,  in  relation  to  which  much  the 
same  game  was  played.  These  means  secured  tem- 
porarily a majority  in  congress.  But,  says  Mr. 
Jefferson,  “some  engine  of  influence  more  perma- 
nent must  be  contrived,  while  these  myrmidons 
were  still  in  place  to  carry  it  through  all  opposition.” 
This  engine  was  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. — 
“While  the  government  remained  at  Philadelphia, 


a selection  of  members  of  both  houses  were  constant- 
ly kept  as  directors  who,  on  every  question  interest- 
ing to  that  institution,  or  the  views  ot  the  federal 
head,  voted  at  the  will  of  ttiat  head;  and  together 
with  the  stockholding  members,  could  always  make 
tlie  federal  vote  that  of  a majority.  By  this  com- 
bination, legislative  expositions  were  given  to  the 
constitution,  and  all  the  administrative  laws  were 
shaped  on  the  model  of  England,  and  so  passed.” 

“Here,  then,  w as  the  real  ground,”  continues  Mr. 
Jefferson,  “of  the  opposition  which  was  made  to  the 
course  of  the  administration.  Its  object  was  to  pre- 
serve the  legislature  pure  and  independent  of  the 
executive,  to  restrain  the  administration  to  repub- 
lican forms  and  principles,  and  not  permit  the  con- 
stitution to  be  construed  into  a monarchy,  and  to  be 
warped  in  practice  into  all  the  principles  and  pollu- 
tions of  their  favorite  English  model.  Nor  was  this 
an  opposition  to  general  Washington.  He  was  true 
to  the  republican  charge  confided  to  him,  and  has 
solemnly  and  repeatedly  piotested  to  me,  in  our 
conversations,  that  he  would  lose  the  last  drop  of 
his  blood  in  support  of  it;  and  he  did  this  the  of- 
tener  and  with  the  more  earnestness,  because  he 
knew  my  suspicions  of  Hamilton’s  designs  against 
it,  and  wished  to  quiet  them.  For  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  drift  or  effect  of  Hamilton’s  schemes — un- 
versed in  financial  projects  and  calculations  and 
budgets,  his  approbation  of  them  was  bottomed  oil 
his  confidence  in  the  man.” 

Origin  of  the  republican  and  federal  parties.  Wfien 
the  bill  to  establish  a national  bank  was  present- 
ed to  president  Washington,  he  hesitated  as  to 
giving  it  Ids  approval.  He  asked  the  opinion  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  to  the  precise 
time  at  which  the  ten  days  allowed  the  presi- 
dent by.  the  constitution  to  consider  a bill,  would 
expire,  and  kept  it  until  the  last  moment.  The  opi- 
nions of  the  members  of  his  cabinet  were  taken,  and 
on  than  occasion  Jefferson  and  Hamilton  took  their 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  two  great  political  schools 
which  have  ever  since  divided  the  country.  Then 
was  achieved  the  first  great  triumph  of  the  aristo- 
cratic principle  over  the  true  spiiitand  intents  of 
the  federal  constitution.  To  that  act  are  to  be  at- 
tributed most  of  the  embittered  political  excitements, 
and  a large  portion  of  the  actual  mischiefs  w hich 
have  agitated  and  distressed  the  country  ever  since. 
It  is  true  that  the  republican  party,  in  IS II,  faith- 
ful to  their  principles  and  to  the  constitution,  re- 
fused to  renew  the  charter  of  that  bank,  and  it  wound 
up  its  affairs;  but  the  example  was  set;  Washington 
had  signed  the  bill,  a precedent  had  been  obtained, 
which,  in  1816,  led  to  the  establishment  of  another, . 
with  threefold  strength,  the  power  of  which  over 
the  country,  its  influence  over  congress,  the  des- 
tress, panic,  terror  and  ruin  it  is  capable  of  scatter- 
ing abroad  when  its  interests  or  existence  may  be 
in  danger,  are  fearfully  illustrated  in  the  events  of 
the  last  ten  years. 

The  influence  and  integrity  of  Washington  pre- 
vented any  signal  exhibition  of  the  practical  effects 
of  the  aristocratic  principle  during  his  administia-' 
tion.  No  man  was  more  devoted  to  the  cause  of  li- 
berty, or  to  the  success  of  the  new  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  hesitancy  and  apprehension  with  wdiich 
he  had  given  his  assent  to  t lie  bank  bill,  rendered 
him  the  more  alert  to  check  other  attempts  to  en- 
large the  powers  of  the  government,  and  to  prevent 
the  consequences  from  this  act  which  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son had  anticipated.  In  these  efforts  the  force  of 
his  character  and  the  fear  of  his  dissent  and  displea- 
sure, rendered  him,  in  a great  degree,  successful. 

The  signing  of  the  bank  bill,  and  a lew  other  acts 
of  Washington’s  administration,  done  under  the  ad- 
vice of  Hamilton  and  his  political  associates,  gave 
the  republican  friends  of  the  president  great  unea- 
siness, but  led  to  no  distinct  organization  of  parties. 
None  doubted  the  purity  ot  Washington’s  motives; 
few  perceived  at  first  the  complicated  dangers 
which  lurked  under  the  principles  avowed  by  Ha- 
milton; and  all  were  desirous  that  Washington 
should  leave  public  life  without  a shade  on  his  glo- 
ry, or  a feeling  to  mar  the  happiness  of  his  remain- 
ing days.  In  the  eloquent  language  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, who  viewed  the  transactions  of  the  day  with 
the  eye  of  a philosopher  and  a patriot,  “they  would 
not  suffer  the  temporary  aberration  to  weigh  against 
the  immeasurable  merits  of  his  life;  and  although 
they  tumbled  his  seducers  from  their  places,  they 
[ireserved  his  memory  embalmed  in  their  hearts 
with  undiminished  love  and  devotion,  and  there  it 
will  forever  remain  embalmed,  in  entire  oblivion  of 
every  temporary  thing  which  might  cloud  the  glo- 
ries of  his  splendid  life.” 

The  reign  of  terror.  But  no  sooner  were  the  name 
and  influence  of  Washington  withdrawn  from  the 
administration  of  the  government,  than  the  anti- 
democratic principle,  under  the  name  of  federalism, 
began  to  show  itself  openly  in  practice.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  presidential  chair  by  John  Adams, 
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an  avowed  monarchist.  Within  two  years  from  his 
accession  to  the  presidency,  the  calm  which  had 
preceded  and  accompanied  the  retirement  oi  Wash- 
ington, was  changed  into  a storm  of  political  ex- 
citement by  the  boldness  and  recklessness  with 
which  the  new  administration  attempted  to  carry 
into  practice  the  avowed  principles  ot  the  federal 
party.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  were  the  people  of 
this  country  divided  by  distinct  party  lines,  upon 
the  principles  which  ought  to  control  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  government — a division  which,  with 
many  mutations  of  men  and  of  names,  and  some- 
times a mo'inentary  obscuration  ot  those  lines,  has 
existed  to  the  present  day  and  will  continue  to  exist 
as  long  as  our  government  endures,  or  the  principle 
of  evil  is  permited  to  operate  in  the  political  or  mo- 
ral world. 

At  the  first  session  of  congress  under  the  new  ad- 
ministration; the  celebrated  alien  act  was  passed, 
which  authnsed  the  president  to  order  any  alien  to 
leave  the  country,  when  he  should  deem  that  the 
public  security  required  it,  on  pain  of  three  years’ 
imprisonment. 

At  the  same  session,  the  equally  celebrated  sedi- 
tion law  was  enacted,  subjecting  to  a penalty  of 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  and  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  two  years,  any  one  who  should 
“write,  print,  ulter  or  publish,”  or  cause  or  aid  in 
the  same,  “any  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious 
writing  or  writings  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  house  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  intent  to  defame  the  said  government,  or 
either  house  of  said  congress,  or  the  said  president, 
or  to  bring  them  or  either  of  them  into  contempt  or 
disrepute;  or  to  excite  against  them  or  either  or  any 
of  them  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  stir  up  sedition  in  the  United  States,” 
giving  the  federal  courts  jurisdiction  over  the  press 
in  such  cases. 

Acts  were  passed  also  for  raising  a standing  army 
and  increasing  the  navy,  carrying  the  expenditures 
far  beyond  the  means  of  the  government. 

To  sustain  these  establishments,  a direct  tax  was 
laid,  ami  stamp  and  excise  duties  imposed,  and 
these  not  being  sufficient,  loans  were  resorted  to.— 
Although  these  measures  were  defended  on  the 
ground  that  a war  with  France  was  impending,  the 
republican  party  now,  lor  the  time,  assumed  a re- 
gular organization,  believed,  as  it  ultimately  appear- 
ed, that  France  had  no  inclination  to  make  war  upon 
us,  and  that  the  chief  object  of  all  these  measures, 
some  of  which  they  considered  unconstitutional, 
was  to  break  down  the  state  authorities  and  the  in- 
dependence of  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarg- 
ing the  powers  of  the  general  government  and  assi- 
milating it  to  the  admired  British  model. 

Around  this  administration  rallied  all  the  mo- 
narchists and  aristocrats  of  the  revolution.  There 
were  men  taking  an  active  part  in  that  struggle 
who  fought  for  independence,  but  not  for  liberty. — 
They  de.-ired  to  establish  the  independence  of  the 
country,  not  that  the  people  might  be  free,  but  that 
they  might  be  its  rulers.  They  desired  to  be  the 
titled  nobility  of  a new  monarchy,  to  be  raised  above 
the  people  and  live  upon  their  labor  in  iuxury  and 
ease — an  eminence  they  could  never  hope  to  gain 
so  long  as  their  country  was  tributary  to  a foreign 
monarchy,  which  kept  them  far  from  the  throne. — 
They  were  delighted  with  the  federal  administra- 
tion of  the  elder  Adams,  perceiving  in  its  measures 
a tendency  towards  the  end  they  had  from  the  be- 
ginning of  resistance  to  British  power,  had  steadily 
in  view.  These  men  were  joined  by  most  of  the 
old  tori es  whose  sufferings  had  inspired  them  with 
a deadly  hatred  for  the  republican  principles  and 
men  of  the  revolution,  and  they  i.ovv  sought  their 
revenge  upon  the  one  by  contributing  to  the  sub- 
version of  t tie  other.  Tnese  combinations,  backed 
by  the  national  bank,  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
a standing  army,  the  countenance  and  power  of  the 
administration,  and  we  may  add  a willing  judiciary, 
were  full  of  hope,  insolent  and  overbearing.  For  a 
time,  leading  republicans  could  scarce  show  them- 
selves in  public  places  or  in  the  streets  of  the  capi- 
tal, without  being  booted  at  and  insulted,  and  that 
period  in  our  country’s  history  acquired  the  appro- 
priate name  of  ‘-the  reign  of  terror.'”  “No  person,” 
says  Mr.  Jefferson,  “who  was  not  a witness  of  the 
scenes  of  that  gloomy  period,  can  form  any  idea  of 
the  afflicting  persecutions  and  personal  indignities 
we  had  to  brook.” 

Startled  at  the  bold  usurpations  of  the  federal 
government,  and  perceiving  in  the  establishment 
of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  administered 
the  certain  loss  of  all  that  was  valuable  in  the  in- 
dependence secured  by  the  revolution,  the  republi- 
cans of  (hat  day,  the  true  whigs  of  the  revolution, 
girded  on  their  armor,  and  rushed  to. the  rescue  of 
liberty  and  the  constitution.  Seeking  only  “the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,”  having  adopt- 


ed the  principles  of  the  Declaration  oflndependence  i 
as  their  guide,  and  with  its  great  author,  “sworn 
upon  the  altar  of  God  eternal  hostility  against 
every  form  of  tyranny  over  the  mind  of  man,” 
they  took  the  field,  resolved  to  overthrow7  the  bar- 
riers which  federal  authority  was  erecting  around  its 
usurpations.  Men  of  talents  and  learning  took  up 
the  cause  of  the  people  with  the  zeal  of  apostles  and 
the  devotion  of  martyrs.  They7  filled  the  newspa- 
pers with  able  and  animated  discussions,  and  throw- 
ing themselves  into  the  legislatures  of  the  states, 
through  those  organs,  in  powerful  addresses  and  re- 
solutions, asserted  the  true  doctrines  of  the  consti- 
tution. After  a short  but  severe  struggle,  the  de- 
mocratic principle  prevailed,  and  at  the  presidential 
election  of  1800,  Jefferson  and  Burr,  the  republican 
candidates  fur  president  and  vice  president,  receiv- 
ed a majority  of  the  electoral  votes. 

Federal  election*  frauds  of  1801.  A scene  then 
ensued  characteristic  of  the  federal  or  anti-demo- 
cratic party.  According  to  the  constitution  as  it 
then  was,  no  person  was  voted  for  as  vice  president. 
The  electors  each  voted  for  two  persons  as  presi- 
dent the  candidate  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  was  to  be  president,  and  the  next  highest  wa3 
to  be  vice  president.  It  happened  in  this  case,  that 
Jefferson  and  Burr  had  each  the  same  number  of 
votes;  so  that  it  devolved  upon  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, voting  by  states,  to  determine  which 
should  be  president.  That  both  the  people  and 
electors  intended  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  should  be  the 
president,  there  was  not  the  slightest  reason  to 
doubt;  yet,  in  contempt  of  a vast  majority  of  the 
people,  the  federal  party  in  the  house,  not  being 
able  to  elect  Burr,  and  determined  that  so  pure  a 
republican  as  Jefferson  should  not  be  elected,  de- 
termined to  prevent  an  election  altogether,  and 
provide  by  law  for  tile  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment! This  first  attempt  of  the  federal  party 
to  treat  an  election  “as  if  it  had  not  been  held,” 
and  the  means  by  which  their  objects  were  thwart- 
ed, are  thus  described  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a letter 
to  Mr.  Madison,  dated  19th  December,  1800,  viz: 
“There  will  be  an  absolute  parity  between  the 
two  republican  candidates.  This  has  produced 
great  dismay  and  gloom  on  the  republican  gentle- 
men here,  and  exultation  among  the  federalists^ 
who  openly  declare  that  they  will  prevent  an  elec- 
tion, and  will  name  a president  of  the  senate  pro 
tern,  by  what  they  say  would  only  be  a stretch  of 
the  constitution.  The  month  of  February  will 
therefore  present  us  storms  of  a new  character.” 

On  the  26th  he  says  again  to  Mr.  Madison: 

“The  federalists  appear  determined  to  prevent  an 
election,  and  to  pass  a bill  giving  the  government 
to  Mr.  Jay,  as  chief  justice,  or  to  Marshall,  as  se- 
cretary of  state.”  On  the  15th  of  February,  be 
says  to  Mr.  Monroe,  “four  days  of  ballotting  have 
produced  not  a single  change  of  a vote.  If  they 
could  have  been  permitted  to  pass  a law  for  putting 
the  government  into  the  hands  of  an  officer,  they 
would  certainly7  have  prevented  an  election.  But 
we  thought  it  best  to  declare  openly  and  firmly, 
one  and  all,  that  the  day  such  an  act  passed,  the 
middle  states  would  arm,  and  that  no  such  usurpa- 
tion, even  fora  single  day,  would  be  submitted  to. 
This  first  shook  them,  and  they  were  completely7 
alarmed  at  the  resource  for  which  we  declared,  to 
wit:  a convention  to  reorganise  the  government, 
and  to  amend  it.  The  very  word  convention  gives 
them  the  horrors,  as,  in  the  present  deinocratical 
spirit  of  America,  they  fear  they  should  lose  some 
of  the  favorite  morsels  of  the  constitution.” 

In  a letter  to  Mr.  Madison  of  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary, (after  the  choice)  he  says:  “the  minority  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  after  seeing  the  im- 
possibility of  electing  Burr,  the  certainty  that  a le- 
gislative usurpation  would  be  resisted  by  arms,  and 
a resource  to  a convention  to  re-organize  and  amend 
the  government,  held  a consultation;”  &c.  &c. — 
and  finally,  in  a latter  to  governor  McKean,  of  the 
9th  of  March,  he  says:  “Had  it  terminated  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Burr,  every  representative  would, 
I am  sure,  have  acquiesced  in  a moment,  because, 
however  it  might  have  been  variant  from  the  in- 
tention of  the  voters,  yet  it  wouid  have  been  agree- 
able to  the  constitution.”  * * * * 

“But  in  the  event  of  an  usurpation,  I was  decid- 
ed with  those  who  were  determined  not  to  permit 
it.  B icause,  that  precedent  once  set,  would  be 
artificially  reproduced,  and  end  in  a dictator.  Vir- 
ginia was  bristling  lip,  I believe.” 

It  was  the  certainty  of  a resort  to  arms,  and  that 
only,  and  not  any  respect  for  the  rights  or  will  of 
tile  people,  which  deterred  the  federal  party,  on 
that  memorable  occasion,  from  treating  t he  election 
of  president  as  if  it  had  never  happened;  and 
maintaining  themselves  in  power  by  direct  usurpa- 
tion. They  knew  the  physical  power  of  the  slates 
was  against  them;  they  feared  that  a new  conven- 
tion would  but  extend  the  practical  influence  of  the 


democratic  principle;  and,  after  manifesting  their 
contempt  for  all  that  is  popular  in  government,  they 
contented  themselves  with  reorganizing  the  judi- 
ciary and  filling  it  with  their  creatures,  in  the  vain 
hope  that  the  life  tenure  of  the  judges  arid  their 
astuteness  at  construction  would  lorm  an  effectual 
check  to  the  democratic  influences  which  were 
every  where  taking  possession  of  the  executive  and 
legislative  powers  of  the  states  as  well  as  the  union. 
Among  the  last  official  acts  of  the  elder  Adams, 
was  the  appointment  of  numerous  judicial  officers 
to  occupy  situations  which  federalism  had  created 
for  them  in  the  last  moments  of  its  power. 

The  republican  party  took  possession  of  the  reins 
of  power  in  1801.  The  alien  and  sedition  laws 
were  repealed;  the  newly  raised  army  was  disband- 
ed; the  taxes  and  excises  were  abolished;  the  new 
judiciary  system  was  overthrown,  notwithstanding 
the  federal  doctrine,  resolutely  maintained,  that  the 
life  tenure  of  the  judges  rendered  it  inviolable; 
every  thing  was  put  on  the  most  simple  and  econo- 
mical tooting;  the  national  debt  was  gradually  paid 
off,  and  the  national  bank  wras  s uttered  to  pass  out 
of  existence  at  the  end  of  its  chartered  term,  not- 
withstanding the  eff'orls  of  the  federalists  to  re- 
new it. 

War  of  1812  and  Us  consequences.  But  for  the 
war  of  1812,  our  country  might  have  enjoyed  a 
long  period  of  quiet  and  prosperity  under  the  mild 
dominion  of  that  principle  in  government  which 
contents  itself  with  the  least  possible  abridgment 
of  human  liberty,  and  the  least  possible  exaction 
from  the  earnings  of  the  citizen. 

War  is  a formidable  enemy  to  democracy.  To 
make  it  efficient  it  mustlfe  carried  on  with  a strong 
hand.  It  accustoms  the  minds  of  men  to  the  sacri- 
fice of  individual  liberty  and  to  the  exercise  of  arbi- 
trary power.  It  tends  to  make  men  think  ttiat  all 
government,  to  be  efficient,  must  resemble  that  of 
an  army.  It  corrupts  the  morals  of  men,  atid  ren- 
ders them  comparatively  indifferent  to  all  human 
rights,  whether  of  life,  liberty  or  property.  That 
which  they  see  daily  arid  remorselessly  destroyed 
in  the  movements,  subsistence  and  operations  of 
armies,  they  cease  to  regard  as  secred  or  valuable. 
War  also  brings  with  it  taxation  and  public  debt, 
drawing  heavily  upon  the  fruits  of  present  indus- 
try, and  mortgaging  the  soil  and  the  sinews  of  the 
citizen  for  an  indefinite  period  to  the  creditors  of 
the  government.  And  the  burdens  of  the  people 
are  much  enhanced  by  the  profligacy  attendant  on 
expenditures  connected  with  a state  of  war,  whirl), 
in  the  demoralization  of  passing  scenes,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  restrain,  and  impossible  to  prevent. 

The  war  of  1812  had  its  natural  effect  on  our 
government  and  people.  It  brought  with  it  taxa- 
tion, immense  expenditures,  demoralization,  and  an 
increased  national  debt.  By  its  disasters,  and  the 
difficulties  with  which  it  was  prosecuted,  it  led 
many  honest  minds  to  think  that  our  government, 
administered  upon  democratic  principles,  \\ as  not 
strong  enough  for  national  defence.  The  minds  of 
many  who  had  fought  the  republican  battles  of 
1798-1800,  vee.red  round  more  or  less  to  the  no- 
tions of  the  federal  parly,  and  they  began  to  think 
it  necessary  to  increase  the  powers  and  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  general  government. 

In  this  bias  of  men’s  minds,  a national  bank,  the 
most  elfeclive  engine  of  federal  or  anti-democratic 
influence,  was  re-established.  To  create  a demand 
for  the  surplus  moneys  brought  into  the  treasury  by 
unusual  and  unreasonable  exactions  upon  the  labor 
of  the  people,  a right  was  claimed  to  make  roads 
and  dig  canals  throughout  the  union.  The  con- 
summation of  this  grand  scheme  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  general  government,  and  accomplish 
the  ends  aimed  at  by  the  federal  party  under  the 
elder  Adams,  was  checked  by  the  veto  of  president 
Monroe;  but  was,  nevertheless,  slill  perseveriugly 
pursued  by  its  contrivers  and  advocates. 

The  election  and  the  administration  of  the  younger 
Adams.  The  coalition  of  1824  5,  which  made  the 
younger  Adams  president,  and  avowedly  relied  on 
the  power  and  patronage  of  the  government  to  sus- 
tain it,  hail  the  success  of  this  grand  scheme  among 
the  most  cherished  of  its  ultimate  objects. 

The  incidents  of  that  election,  and  the  laturdina- 
rian  doctrines  avowed  by  the  administration  which 
grew  out  of  it,  roused  the  democracy  of  the  land 
to  another  decisive  effort  to  “bring  back  the  go- 
vernment to  its  republican  track. ” The  patriarch 
of  the  party,  in  his  retirement,  could  not  forget  the 
principles  of  his  youth,  or  refrain  from  expressing 
to  the  friends  with  whom  he  corresponded,  his  hor- 
ror and  apprehension  from  the  degeneracy  of  the 
times.  After  the  promulgation  of  the  younger 
Adam’s  first  message,  in  December,  IS23,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson wrote  to  Mr.  Giles,  in  the  following  strain, 
viz: 

“I  see  as  you  do,  and  with  the  deepest  affliction, 
the  rapid  strides  with  which  the  federal  branch 
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of  our  government  i3  advancing  towards  the  conso- 
lidation in  itself  of  all  (lie  powers,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic; and  that  too  by  constructions,  which,  it  le- 
gitimate, leave  no  limits  to  their  poweis.  Take 
together  the  decisions  of  the  federal  court,  the  doc- 
trines ol  the  president,  and  the  misconstructions  of 
the  constitutional  compact,  acted  on  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  federal  branch,  and  it  is  but  too  evident, 
that  the  three  ruling  branches  of  that  department 
are  in  combination  to  strip  their  colleagues,  the 
state  authorities,  of  the  powers  reserved  by  them, 
and  to  exercise  themselves  all  functions,  foreign 
and  domestic.” 

As  late  as  January  9th,  1826,  in  another  letter 
he  said:  “I  fear  with  you  all  the  evils  which  the 
present  lowering  aspect  of  our  political  horizon  so 
ominously  portends.  That  at  some  future  day, 
which  I hoped  to  be  very  distant,  the  free  princi- 
ples of  ouj'  government  might  change,  with  a change 
of  circumstances,  was  to  be  expected.  But  I cer- 
tainly did  not  expect  that  they  would  not  outlive 
the  generation  whicluestablished  them.  And  w hat 
I still  less  expected  was,  that  my  favorite  western 
country  was  to  be  made  the  instrument  of  change. 

I had  ever  and  fondly  cherished  the  interests  of  the 
country,  relying  on  it  as  a barrier  against  the  dege- 
neracy of  public  opinion  from  our  original  and  Iree 
principles.  But  the  bait  ot  local  interests,  artfully 
prepared  for  their  palates,  ( Mr.  Clay ’s  system  of 
internal  improvements),  has  decoydd  them  from 
their  kindred  attachments,  to  alliances  alien  to 
them.” 

Triumph  of  democracy  and  election  of  general  Jack- 
son.  These  were  the  leelings  of  old  democrats  who 
had  lived  through  long  lives  in  the  pure  faith,  un- 
swerved by  temporary  incidents,  and  unseduced 
by  the  glittering  objects  of  unstable  ambition.  Unit- 
ing with  the  junior  democracy  under  the  banner  of 
the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  a second  victory  was 
achieved  after  a desperate  encounter,  over  the  com- 
bined forces  of  federalism,  with  all  its  means  of  in- 
fluence, as  decisive  as  the  first.  The  consequences 
were  also  the  same.  As  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
the  army,  the  taxes,  and  the  bank,  with  all  the  de- 
vices of  an  ancient  federalism,  fi  ll  before  the  trium- 
phant democracy,  headed  by  Jelferson  and  Madison; 
so  the  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the  ge- 
neral government— the  bank — and  other  devices  of 
modern  federalism,  fell  before  their  new  leader, 
Andrew  Jackson.  That  the  modern  federal  party 
were  not  at  once  rendered  as  powerless  as  was  the 
ancient  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Jelferson,  and  still  dared 
to  contest  the  ascendency  with  the  democracy,  is 
attributable  to  the  more  extensive  means  of  influ- 
ence it  had  acquired  through  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  the  increase  of  overgrown  wealth,  and  the 
misdirected  legislation  of  the  several  states.  The 
democratic  principle  looks  to  the  rights  and  interest 
of  ttie  individual  man,  as  the  only  sure  basis  of  a 
just  government.  It  repudiates  all  laws  w hich  give 
to  particular  men,  or  companies  of  men,  rights  and 
privileges,  which  cannot  be  enjoyed  by  others,  who 
are  members  of  the  same  community. 

Of  this  character  are  all  monopolies,  which  in  their 
operations  discourage  private  enterprise,  bring  in- 
dividuals into  a state  of  interested  dependence,  and 
elevate  one  man  above  bis  neighbor  by  the  partiality 
of  law.  Among  the  most  mischevious  and  exten- 
sive influences  which  have  weighed  down  the  mass 
of  the  people,  and  deranged  the  currency  and  busi- 
ness ot  the  country,  may  be  numbered  that  of  exces- 
sive banking.  Found  useful  for  commercial  purpo- 
ses, these  institutions  may  have  been  unduly  multi- 
lied  and  extended,  until  not  only  the  commercial, 
ut  the  manufacturing,  mechanic  and  farming  in- 
terests, are  directly  affected  by  their  operations. 
States  rely  on  them  to  sustain  their  credit,  and  the 
whole  people  are  dependent  on  them  for  their  cur- 
rency. Tiie  enormous  expansions  and  contractions 
for  the  last  lew  years,  commencing  with  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  extending  its  evils 
through  the  whole  system,  have  seriously  affected 
the  value  of  property,  and  the  markets  and  the  price 
of  labor  have  been  rendered  unsteady  and  uncertain 
by  the  same  cause.  In  shoit,  so  wide  spread  has 
been  the  mischief  that  it  has  crippled  the  opera- 
tions of  the  institutions  themselves;  and  in  some  of 
the  states,  that  they  may  extend  rather  than  correct 
these  evils,  they  have  thrown  off  all  their  obligations 
to  the  public,  whenever  it  suited  their  convenience. 
A bloated,  irredeemable  currency  was  the  favorite 
scheme  of  the  early  federalists;  and  the  modern 
whigs,  true  to  their  early  faith,  have  manifested, 
their  attachment  for  post  notes  and  depreciated 
paper,  as  often  as  an  opportunity  has  been  pre- 
sented. 

Federalism  in  the  state  of  New  York.  But  while 
we  invoke  tlie  history  of  the  past,  for  an  exhibition 
of  the  fell  spirit  of  ancient  federalism,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  remember  that  we  have  now,  within  the 


capita!  of  our  own  state,  itspractical  demonstration; 
shorn,  to  be  sure,  of  its  ancient  dignity  and  sinceri- 
ty, and  robed  in  hypocrisy  and  ialsehood,  yet  re- 
taining all  its  hatred  to  the  people — its  disregard 
for  the  popular  will,  and  its  tyranny  and  rapacity. 
Into  what  hands,  mav  we  not  ask,  in  a spirit  of  deep 
humility,  has  the  Empire  state  fallen!  The  re- 
sponse is  ready — into  the  hands  of  federalism.  It 
came  to  power  in  an  evil  moment,  upon  professions 
of  a superior  regard  for  the  public  good,  and  pro- 
raised,  like  Satan,  in  return  for  its  acquisition,  “all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world.”  It  repudiated  the  doc- 
trine of  official  spoils  as  demoralizing  and  licentious, 
and  inculcated,  as  the  primary  article  of  its  faith,  a 
disregard  of  all  partisan  considerations  in  the  selec- 
tion of  public  olficers.  It  affected  to  raise  a high 
standard  of  morality  for  its  guide  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government,  and  impiously  profaned  the 
name  of  democracy  by  inserting  it  in  its  published 
creed.  And  how  have  its  boasted  promises  been 
fulfilled?  Let  the  history  of  the  last  few  months 
furnish  the  answer.  The  first  step  which  we  pro- 
pose to  note  since  the  complete  ascendency  of  fede- 
ralism in  this  state,  was  the  ushering  in,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  the  legislature, 
of  the  governor’s  message.  This  document  ema- 
nated fiom  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  state — the 
conceded  head  of  the  party  in  power,  and  may  be 
supposed  to  contain  a specimen  of  the  principles 
by  which  the  federal  parly  are  actuated.  Without 
descending  to  details,  we  point  to  it  as  a fissure  of 
sophistry,  hypocrisy  and  evasion;  abounding  in  ap- 
peals to  passions  and  prejudice — to  sectional  and 
sectarian  interests,  and  lacking  dignity,  sincerity 
and  truth.  The  reports  and  documents  emanating 
from  the  state  officers,  in  imitation  of  the  executive 
message,  have  been  put  forth  abounding  in  misrepre- 
sentations and  perversions  calculated  to  conceal 
important  facts  in  the  management  of  the  public 
finances.  Funds  sacredly  pledged  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  for  a specific  purpose  and  invested 
in  the  stock  of  this  state,  have  been  covertly  di- 
verted from  their  purpose,  the  fund  disturbed  or 
broken  up,  the  stock  forced  into  market  at  a time  of 
great  pecuniary  embarrassment,  thus  impairing  the 
credit  and  wasting  the  resources  of  the  states,  and 
the  avails  loaned  to  banks,  which  were  in  some  in- 
stances of  doubtful  credit,  for  a term  of  years.  All 
this  too  was  done,  while  the  state,  by  reason  of  the 
gross  mismanagement  of  the  finances,  was  unable  to 
pay  the  laborers  upon  its  public  works.  Nor  should 
it  be  forgotten  that  all  information  of  a proceeding  so 
unjustifiable  and  high-handed  was  withheld  from  the 
legislature  until  wrung  from  the  executive  depart- 
ment by  resolutions  of  inquiry.  And  where  aiethe 
blessings  which  were  to  be  vouchsafed  to  a confid- 
ing people  at  the  hands  of  a whig  legislature?  As 
a whole,  the  long  session  has  been  consumed  by  the 
majority  in  the  manufacture  of  materiel  for  the  next 
campaign.  The  business  of  ordinary  and  useful 
legislation  has  been  thrown  aside  for  political  reso- 
lutions, partizau  reports,  and  empty  harangues,  in 
denunciation  of  the  general  government — the  anci- 
ent gag  law  has  been  revived  to  stifle  free  discus- 
sion by  the  minority,  and  the  violence  with  which 
power  has  been  exercised  would  have  been  worthy 
of  federalism  in  its  palmiest  days.  In  the  pursuit 
of  official  station  we  challenge  either  ancient  or 
modern  times  to  furnish  a parallel.  No  place  of 
honor,  trust  or  emolument,  within  their  reach  has 
been  past  by;  but  the  whole  session  has  presented 
a rude  scene  of  scramble  and  intrigue  for  office — ol 
removals  and  appointments.  Neither  fidelity  or  ex- 
perience, elevation  or  humility,  manhood  or  age, 
have  been  spared;  but  all  alike  have  been  made  to 
give  place  to  the  rapacity  of  the  ruling  dynasty. — 
Nor  is  this  all.  Although  loudly  professing  the 
doctrines  of  retrenchment  and  reform,  numerous  un- 
necessary offices  have  been  created  by  law,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  give  stations  to  drill  sergeants 
of  the  executive,  and  to  compensate  them  for  poll  - 
tical  services  out  of  the  people’s  treasury.  In  short, 
the  session  ha3  practically  exhibited  federalism  as 
it  is — wanton,  ferocious  and  overbearing.  Ready 
to  acquire  power  by  any  means,  to  exercise  it  with- 
out scruple,  and  to  retain  it  at  any  hazard.  Its  pre- 
tended regard  for  the  public  wc-lfare  has  been  ma- 
nifested in  little  but  mock  resolution,  and  its  love 
for  the  people,  exhibited,  at  a time  of  great  pecuni- 
ary depression,  by  making  large  additions  to  the 
public  debt,  and  in  mortgaging  the  land  and  labor  of 
the  whole  for  the  benefit  of  incorporations.  But 
why  vex  the  public  mind  by  attempting  to  contrast 
the  practices  with  the  professions  of  federal  wliig- 
gery.  The  whole  is  before  the  people.  In  profes- 
sion it  stands  forth  loud,  boastful  and  pretending— 
in  practice  false,  hypocritical  and  designing. 

The  old  federal  and  modern  whig  parly  identical. 
With  these  evidences  before  him,  can  any  man  doubt 
that  the  party  now  calling  itself  “ whin is  the  same 
party  which  under  the  name  of  “federalist,”  was 


encountered  by  Jefferson  and  his  associates  in  the 
early  days  of  the  republic. 

Luok  at  facts  and  principles.  More  than  nine- 
tentlis  of  the  individuals  known  as  federalists  in  for- 
mer days,  now  rally  under  the  banners  of  whigery. 
The  principles  and  practices  of  federalism  and  whig- 
gery  are  identical.  Who  were  in  former  times,  the 
advocates  and  supporters  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  The  federalists.  Who  are  they  now?  The 
whigs.  Who,  in  former  days,  opposed  the  extension 
of  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  derided  the  capacity 
of  the  people  for  self-government?  The  federalists. 
Who  are  now  most  distrustful  of  the  people,  and 
seek  by  registry  laws  and  other  devices  to  embar- 
rass the  exercises  of  a right  they  cannot  wilhliold? 
The  whigs.  Who  passed  laws  for  the  expulsion  of 
foreigners  from  the  country,  and  to  prevent  emigra- 
tion hither,  though ‘‘obstructing  the  laws  for  natu- 
ralization of  foreigners  and  refusing  to  pass  others 
tu  encourage  their  migration  hither,”  by  die  king  of 
England,  was  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  revolution? 
The  federalists.  Who  are  now  in  favor  of  excluding 
foreigners  from  office  and  from  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  are  getting  up  native  American  socielies,  and 
resorting  to  other  means  to  embarrass  naturalization, 
with  the  same  view?  The  whigs.  Who  passed  file 
sedition  act,  to  prevent  men  from  speaking  and  writ- 
ing with  freedom  upon  the  doings  of  the  congress  or 
president  of  the  United  States?  The  federalists. 
Who  are  now  pressing  a bill  in  congress  lo  curtail 
the  political  rights  and  privileges  of  a large  number 
of  our  citizens  holding  offices  under  the  government? 
The  whigs.  Who,  under  the  reign  of  Hamilton  and 
Adams,  were  the  advocates  of  a national  debt?  The 
federalists.  Who  are  now  attempting,  by  withdraw- 
ing from  the  general  government  its  means  of.sup- 
port,  to  fofte  it  again  into  debt?  The  whigs.  Who 
were  the  advocates,  in  the  time  of  John  Adams,  of 
high  taxes  and  extravagant  expenditures?  The  fede- 
ralists. Who  are  now  the  advocates  of  high  taxes, 
under  the  name  of  duties  on  imports,  and  assuming 
direct  power  over  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country, 
such  as  roads  and  canal?,  in  doing  the  same  thing 
indirectly,  by  giving  money  to  the  states  to  be  ex^ 
pended  upon  them,  thu?  enlarging  incalculably  the 
public  expenditures?  The  whigs.  Who,  in  Ihe  time 
of  Jelferson  and  Madison,  took  sides  against  their 
own  government  in  every  dispute  with  a foreign 
power?  The  federalists.  Who  did  the  same  tiling 
in  the  time  ol  geneial  Jackson?  The  whigs.  Who, 
in  the  days  of  John  Adams,  offered  personal  indig- 
nities at  ihe  capitol  to  Jelferson,  Randolph  and  other 
leading  republicans?  The  federalists.  Who,  in  their 
mobbish  parades  with  shouts  and  mock  music  now 
insult  and  deride  leading  democrats  at  Washington, 
and  alarm  their  families  in  the  dead  of  night?  The 
whigs.  Scarcely'  a principle  or  a practice  can  be 
named  in  which  ancient  federalism  and  modern 
wliiggery  are  not  entirely  parallel.  Indeed,  those 
who  remember  the  history  of  the  times,  cannot  have 
forgotten,  that  the  one  name  is  the  direct  descendant 
of  the  other,  only  in  the  second  degree.  Federalist 
wa3  originally  a popular  name.  It  was  borne  with 
pride  by  the  anti-democratic  party,  until  it  was  dis- 
graced by  its  owners,  and  came  to  signify  an  enemy 
to  liberty.  That  party  tlie"n  cast  it  otf,  and  took  the 
name  of  “national  republican,”  a popular  appella- 
tion. This,  also,  they  soon  disgraced  and  repudiat- 
ed. They  then,  after  casting  odium  upon  every 
faction  to  which  chance  gave  birth,  by  adopting  its 
cognomen,  assumed  the  ancient  and  honored  name 
of  "whig,”  and  for  a few  years,  have  inscribed  that 
upon  their  banners.  It  was  as  a party  in  each  case 
that  they  threw  otf  one  name  and  took  another;  as  a 
party,  they  threw  off  the  name  of  federalist  and  took 
that  of  national  republican;  as  a parly  they  threw 
otf  the  name  of  national  republican,  and  took  that 
of  wiiig,  the  party  were  essentially  the  same  under 
each  name;  tor  how  “can  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots?”  In  the  language  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  “lories  are  tories  still,  byr  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called.” 

The  democrat  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  con- 
trast which  the  history  of  party  names  affords.  His 
party  have  never  made  their  party  name  unpopular 
and  odious,  by  their  dishonest,  unpatriotic,  and  trai- 
torous conduct.  His  principles  are  truth,  honesty 
and  patriotism,  which  never  disgrace  the  name  which 
is  made  to  embrace  them.  His  party  exists  from 
generation  to  generation,  under  the  same  name,  re- 
spected and  admired;  while  he  sees  his  antagonist 
every  lew  years  casting  off'  a name  made  odious  by 
his  principles  and  practices,  and  assuming  one  more 
popular,  as  a means  of  gaining  strength  with  the 
few  who  mistake  names  for  principles.  And  now, 
after  exhausting  the  political  vocabulary  in  selecting 
a name,  we  see  this  federal , national  republican,  whig 
party  attempting  to  filch  from  us  the  name  of  democrat! 
Is  it  not  enough  that  they  have  always  been  permit- 
ted to  choose  names  for  themselves?  Alter  (lisgrac- 
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ing  all  they  have  chosen,  and  rendering  them  a by- 
word and  a reproach — is  it  not  too  much  that  they 
should  attempt  to  rob  us  ol'  ours? 

The  tedeial  practice  of  changing  party  names 
merits  deep  consideration  from  the  people,  as  an 
evidence  of  dishonest  principles.  An  honest  man 
never  changes  his  name,  because  his  honesty  makes 
it  honoiable.  A knave  frequently  changes  his,  with 
his  place,  because  it  is  his  interest  not  to  be  kno  wn. 
The  democratic  party  marches  onward,  proud  of  the 
name  which  its  principles  have  made,  honorable; 
while  its  antagonist  changes  its  name  with  every 
change  of  circumstances,  being  always  the  strongest 
when  its  principles  are  least  known.  Anil  it  is  the 
same  dishonest  motive  which  induces  it  constantly 
to  lix  lalse  names  upon  the  democratic  party  as  well 
as  its  own.  In  the  time  of  Jefferson  it  called  us 
jacobmes,  infidels,  levellers,  agrarians,  ike.  ike.  and 
under  Jackson  it  honored  us  with  similar  appella- 
tions, and  lias  superadded  the  term  loco  foco!  All 
this  an  intelligent  people  view  with  inditlerence,  so 
far  as  it  effects  them,  and  as  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  anti  democratic  party  disgrace  and  render 
disreputable  every  name  they  adopt. 

Federalism  was  opposed  to  every  extension  ofthe 
rMit  of  suffrage;  but  the  democratic  spirit  in  this 
stale  and  many  others,  has  rendered  that  opposition 
unavailing,  and  made  it  almost  universal.  Federal 
wniggery  is  now  compelled  to  resort  to  other  means 
to* defeat  the  great  objects  of  that  extension,  and  still 
keep  the  government  in  the  hands  of  the  few.  These 
means  are  multifarious,  and  are  varied  as  circum- 
stances require. 

Federal  'misrepresentations.  The  first  is  false  re- 
presentations as  to  their  own  principles  and  objects,  as 
well  as  those  of  their  opponents.  Their  own  changes 
of  names,  and  the  practice  of  giving  odipus  names 
to  their  opponents,  constitute  a part  of  this  game. 
They  think  a democratic  people  are  so  ignorant  and 
simple,  that  they  may  be  induced  by  a name  to  vote 
against  their  own  principles. 

Devoted  to  a national  bank,  they  tell  the  people 
that  question  is  settled:  but  omit  no  opportunity  to 
make  impressions  on  their  minds  favorable  to  such 
an  institution. 

While  the  government  funds  were  deposited  in 
the  state  banks,  they  called  those  institutions  the 
“pet  banks,”  and  abused  the  system  without  mea- 
sure; but  I he  moment  the  government,  on  account 
of  the  failure  of  those  banks  to  fulfil  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  public  as  well  as  individuals,  proposed 
to  place  the  binds  elsewhere,  the  “pet  banks,”  be- 
came great  favorites  with  them,  and  the  new  system 
suggested  was  denounced  with  a violence  never  sur- 
passed. 

They  declared  that  the  independent  treasury  was 
a device  to  give  the  public  money  or  its  use  to  exe- 
cutive officers,  when  they  knew  its  only  object  was 
to  prevent  ils  being  used  for  private  purposes, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  banks,  and  cause  it 
to  be  kept  sacredly  lor  the  use  of  the  public. 

They  know  that  if  the  public  money  be  put  in 
banks,  it  will  be  rendered  unsafe  by  being  lent  out, 
and  that  in  the  hands  of  individual  depositaries, 
bound  to  fidelity  by  penal  laws  and  heavy  bonds,  it 
will  be  kept  for  the  use  of  the  public  only;  yet  they 
pretend  to  be  most  anxious  lor  the  safety  of  the  go- 
vernment funds. 

They  pretend  that  this  plan  puts  “the  purse  and 
the  sword”  into  the  hands  of  the  president,  when 
they  know  it  does  neither,  as  it  does  not  give  him 
power  to  raise  a .single  soldier;  the  power  to  lay 
taxes,  raise  armies,  and  declare  war,  remain  in  con- 
gress, without  being  in  the  least  degree  atiected  or 
impaired. 

They  pretend  that  this  plan  will  put  the  public 
money  within  the  reach  of  the  president,  when  they 
know  that  jie  cannot  touch  a dollar  of  it  by  borrow- 
ing or  otherwise,  without  a direct  violation  of  the 
law,  and  that  under  the  former  system  he  could  bor- 
row it  from  the  banks  to  any  amount,  without  any 
check  or  control. 

They  charge  the  president  with  hostility  to  the 
banks,  when  their  only  authority  for  it  is  his  known 
hostility  to  their  abuses.  He  was  their  fiiend  while 
they  obeyed  the  laws,  and  no  longer.  The  whigs 
were  their  enemies  while  they  obeyed  the  laws, 
and  no  longer.  Their  friendship  began  when  his 
ended,  lie  desires  to  see  them  subjected  to  the  laws 
of  the  country;  they  do  not;  yet  they  claim  to  be  the 
special  friends  of  “the  constitution  and  laws!”  They 
charge  democracy  with  being  opposed  to  a sound 
currency,  of  which  they  claim  to  be  the  exclusive 
friends;  and  yet  they  recommend  and  sustain  the  is- 
sue of  post  notes  by  the  banks,  thus  defrauding 
the  people,  and  depreciating  the  currency,  while  the 
democrats  insist  that  banks  shall  be  required,  by 
redeeming  their  paper  on  demand,  to  keep  it  at  ail 
times  at  par  with  specip. 

They  represent  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party 
as  desirous  of  reducing  the  price  oi  produce  and 


labor,  when  their  only  object  is  to  secure  payment 
to  the  farmer  and  laborer  in  a currency  which 
shall  be  of  a fixed  and  certain  value  when  the) 
get  it,  and  not  liable  to  become  worthless  in  their 
pockets. 

The  president  is  represented  in  one  place  as  an 
abolitionist,  and  in  another  as  an  advocate  ot  slave- 
ry, when  in  fact  he  is  neither;  as  an  enemy  to  the 
right  of  suffrage,  when  he  was  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient instruments  in  procuring  its  extension;  as  an 
enemy  to  the  last  war,  when  he  was  one  ot  its  most 
decided  supporters. 

There  is  indeed  scarcely  a word  of  truth  in  all 
that  is  said  in  the  federal  whig  papers  about  the  pre- 
sident, his  principles,  practices  or  designs.  While 
they  represent  every  thing  about  him  as  selfish  and 
corrupt,  there  never  was  in  fact  a purer  and  more 
disinterested  administration,  or  one  which  has  kept 
the  rights,  interests,  liberty  and  happiness  of  the 
people  more  steadily  in  view. 

[to  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  4.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  Linn , from  70  citizens  of  the  territory  of 
Oregon,  praying  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction 
ol  tlie  laws  ofthe  United  States  over  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  citizens  of  Natchez,  asking 
an  extension  of  the  time  allowed  to  the  deposite 
banks  in  that  city. 

Also,  from  James  Allen  and  others,  asking  that 
the  holding  of  the  court  may  not  be  removed  from 
Jackson. 

A number  of  reports  were  made  from  committees 
on  private  claims. 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  unfavorable  report 
of  the  committee  of  claims  on  the  bill  from  the  house 
of  representatives  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ro- 
bert Fulton.  Mr.  Merrick  concluded  his -argument 
in  favor  of  the  bill.  When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, the  subject  was  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  question  being  on  Mr. 
Clay’s  motion  to  strike  out  the  compulsory  portion 
ofthe  bill.  Messrs.  Clay,  Wright  and  Webster  re- 
spectively addressed  the  senate;  after  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  5.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  arid  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Linn,  from  a large  number  of  citizens  of 
the  county  of  Buchanan,  in  the  state  of  Missouri, 
staling  that  they  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
the  mail  privileges  to  which  the  county  was  entit- 
led, amounting  as  it  did  to  a population  of  5,000 
souls.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Norvell , from  citizens  of  Washington,  in 
relation  to  the  adoption  of  a new  charter  and  modi- 
fications of  the  same.  After  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Norvell,  Merrick,  Jlllen,  Lumpkin.  King , 
Clayton  and  others,  the  subject  wa3  referred  to  a se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  an  act  to  refund  a fine  imposed  on  the  late 
Matthew  Lyon  under  the  sedition  law,  to  his  legal 
heirs  and  representatives.  Mr.  W.  said  the  bill  was 
repoited  without  the  expression  of  any  opinion  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
repoited  a bill  in  addition  to  the  act  now  in  force 
lor  Ihe  encouragement  of  learning  by  securing  copies 
of  maps,  charts  and  books  to  the  authors  and  pro- 
prietors of  such  copies. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  lo  take  up  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted sometime  since  by  the  senator  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Lumpkin),  fixing  a day  for  the  adjournment 
of  congress.  On  this  motion  a short  colloquy  en- 
sued, and  the  question  was  taken,  by  ayes  and  noes, 
and  negatived. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  Slates.  The  question  being  on  Mr. 
Clay’s  motion  to  strike  out  the  compulsory  provi- 
sions of  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Webster  proceeded  at  large  to  show  that  the 
original  bill  either  was,  or  should  be,  as  far  as  he 
could  make  it,  a bill,  per  se,  of  equal  and  equivalent 
benefits  to  the  debtor  and  creditor.  Mr.  W.  expa- 
liated  on  various  collateral  topics,  and  spent  some 
in  replying  to  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Wright  replied,  at  length,  to  various  positions 
of  Mr.  Webster,  and  argued  further  against  striking 
out  the  compulsory  provisions. 

After  a brief  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Webster,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  striking  out  the  compulsory  pro- 
visions, and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Grundy,  Huntington, 


Knight,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Souihard,  Talhnahge,  Webster,  Wight — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benion,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Cutiibert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  • 
Liun,  Lumplun,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Smith,  ot. Connecticut,  Tappan,  Wal- 
ker, Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 25. 

So  it  was  determined  to  retain,  to  some  extent, 
and  in  some  lorm,  the  compulsory  piinciple  of  the 
substitute. 

Mr.  Crittenden  now  renewed  tiis  motion  to  rtfer 
the  subject  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  the  hope  that  what  had 
been  done  would  not  he  lost,  but  that  the  bill  would 
he  referred,  made  as  perfect  as  possible,  and,  even 
if  it  could  not  be  now  passed,  be  sent  forth  for  in- 
fortmation  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  lavor,  not  of  the  'indefinite 
postponement,  but  of  taking  the  vote  upon  it  now, 
to  determine  whether  a majority  of  the  senate  was 
in  lavor  of  a bill,  in  any  form,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  with  great  earnestness  against 
the  indefinite  postponement.  The  senator  fioin  N. 
Hampshire  might  well  vole  for  it,  because  he  was 
opposed  to  the  bill  in  every  form.  But  Mr.  W.  en- 
treated senators  who  were  in  favor  of  such  a bill  at 
all,  not  to  delay  its  passage  to  another  session. 

Mr.  Norvell  also  spoke  emphatically  against  the 
postponement. 

Mr.  Clay  said  his  sole  object  in  desiring  the  vote 
to  be  taken  on  this  question  now,  was  to  see  if  a 
majority  of  the  senate  were  in  favor  of  passing  the 
bill  in  any  fui m. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  that  was  precisely  his  object. 
Mr.  Lumpkin  said  lie  should  then  vote  against  the 
posiponement;  lor,  although  lie  could  vote  for  the 
bill  in  no  lorm  it  had  yet  been  presented,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  be  would  be  against  it  in  every 
form. 

Mr.  Wall  also  having  spoken  briefly  against  the 
postponement,  Mr.  Hubbard  said  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion;  but  Mr.  Walker  objecting,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  oidered,  it  could  not 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  emphatically  in  favor  of  spee- 
dily passing  sucii  a bill,  (including  the  banks,  if  it 
could  be  done),  and  insisted  that  public  opinion 
would  soon  render  it  inevitable.  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Grundy Clay,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Pierce,  Men  and 
Buchanan,  made  some  further  remarks,  chiefly  on 
the  point  whether,  or  to  w hat  extent,  this  was  to  be 
regarded  as  a test  question,  on  w hich  point  they  did 
not  agree. 

Mr.  Linn  spoke  for  some  time  in  favor  of  includ- 
ing the  banks  in  this  bill,  and  of  consolidating  ail 
the  great  banking  powers  of  the  country  in  the  ge- 
neral government. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  an  adjournment;  negatived, 
by  ayes  12,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Sevier  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  and  the  general  principle  in  eveiy  form. 

The  question  was  put  on  tiie  indefinite  postpone- 
ment ol  tlie  subject,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YE  At: — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun, Fullon,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tappan — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Aia.  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cutiibert,  Davis,  Dixon,  Hun- 
tington, King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouion, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Porter,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Souihard,  Tulhnadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 28 

Mr.  Wall  moved  an  adjournment;  negatived  by 
ayes  8,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  a select  committee,  which  was  or- 
dered to  consist  of  seven  members,  (by  ayes  22), 
anil  to  be  selected  by  the  vice  president. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

June  8.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a letter  iroin  the  secretary  of  war  in  rela- 
tion to  the  recovery  of  the  Pea  Patch  Island. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented  a memorial  from  file 
board  of  trade  and  underwriters  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  praying  that  the  law  ol  1837  in  relation  to 
pilots  may  not  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  regu- 
lating the  shipment  and  discharge  oi  seamen,  and 
the  duties  ol  consuls. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  to  ensure  the  more 
faithful  execution  oi'  the  laws  relating  to  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  with  amendments. 

The  following  is  the  select  committee  appointed 
by  t fie  vice  president,  to  whom  the  subject  of  the 
bankrupt  bill  was  referred:  Messrs.  Crittenden, 

Walker,  Williams,  Nicholas,  Clayton,  Huntington, 
Nun-ell. 
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The  following  is  the  select  committee  to  which 
the  memorial  ol  citizens  of  this  District  was  refer- 
red; Messrs.  Norvell,  King,  l’renliss.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
.barna,  Pierce. 

Mr.  ti mine  moved  the  printing  of  10,000  extra 
copies  ol  the  report  (already  on  the  table)  of  the 
committee  on  millitary  affairs,  on  the  plan  of  the 
secretary  of  war  for  a standing  army  of  200,000 
militia.  Mr.  Norvell  moved  20,000  extra  copies. 
Mr.  Webster  moved  the  printing  of  the  project  ol 
the  secretary  of  war  in  connection  with  this  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  (in  reply  to  an  inquiry  of 
Mr.  Preston),  said  ttiis  report  was  laid  on  t tie  table 
on  Friday  night,  and  was  noticed  in  the  Globe  ol 
that  day. 

Mr.  Preston  said  it  was  not  every  senator  who 
saw  the  Globe,  and  now,  at  the  first  time  when  this 
report  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  man}’  of  ttie 
senators,  they  were  called  on  to  vote  lor  the  print- 
ing of  this  extra  number.  Mr.  P.  could  have 
w ished  lor  more  lime,  for  he  was  not  now  prepared 
to  make  the  animadversions  which  this  most  ex- 
traordinary document  demanded.  It  was  most  ex 
traordmary.  The  object  of  the  senator  was  to 
send  this  report  abroad,  especially  in  Virginia,  in 
order  to  vindicate  the  project  ol  the  secretary  of 
war  for  a standing  army. 

Mr.  Roane.  Not  to  vindicate  it,  but  to  pass  for 
as  much  as  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  Preston.  Unquestionably.  There  had  been 
much  comroversy  in  Virginia  on  this  subject,  and 
the  senator  wished  this  document  to  go  forth  to 
meet  that  state  ol  things,  and  he  wished  it  to  go 
without  the  project  of  the  secretary  of  war.  It 
that  unparalleled  project  could  go  with  it,  section 
by  section,  Mr.  P.  w ould  not  object,  lor  it  could  not 
then  blind  the  people  to  its  true  character.  But  the 
report  was  not  a report  on  this  point,  but  an  histo- 
rical account  of  what  had  been  heretofore  done  and 
proposed  on  this  subject.  The  committee  did  not 
recommend  this  project;  they  did  not  dare  to  do  it; 
but  they  professed  to  give  a history  of  the  progress 
of  this  matter  since  the  formation  of  the  government, 
and  it  was  an  ex  parte  history,  w hich  did  not  do  jus- 
tice to  gen.  Knox,  ( 1792),  still  less  did  it  do  justice 
to  general  Harrison,  and  less  than  all  did  it  do  jus- 
tice to  the  secretaiy  of  war.  The  senate  could  not 
now  art  understandingly  on  this  subject;  nor  was  it 
now  full;  and  Mr.  P.  hoped  the  subject  would  lie 
over  till  to-morrow.  Mr.  P.  looked  hastily  at  the 
report,  noticed  that  the  committee  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pro- 
ject, on  the  alleged  ground  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country,  without  a word  on  its  intrinsic  me- 
rits, except  that  gen.  Knox  and  gen.  Harrison  were 
brought  forward  to  justify  it.  But  why  drag  them 
in  at  all  in  such  a report?  What  possible  use  was 
there  in  it,  but  for  electioneering  purposes?  Gen. 
Ha  rrison  had  proposed  to  give  tins  government  a 
certain  control  over  the  militia,  lor  the  purpose  of 
giving  to  all  the  yuiitli  ot  this  country  a military 
education.  But  lie  proposed  to  do  it  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution.  The  project  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett was  to  be  carried  by  an  assumption  of  power. 
Mr.  P.  desided  that,  if  this  antidote  was  to  be  sent 
abroad,  the  bane  which  it  was  meant  to  remedy 
should  be  sent  with  it. 

Mr.  Roane  argued  that  the  senate  had  received 
notice  enough  m regard  to  this  document.  He 
would  not  consent  to  printing  the  project  of  the 
secretary  of  war  with  it,  tor  copies  of  that  had  al- 
ready gone  to  every  corner  of  the  country,  and  never 
had  there  been  so  vile  electioneering  proceedings  as 
were  made  out  of  that  report  ol  Mr.  Poinsett.  It 
was  permitted  to  lie  dead  upon  the  table  till  the 
April  election  in  Virginia  approached,  and  it  was 
then  sent  forth  as  a horrible  scheme  lor  a standing 
army.  And  this,  hue  arid  cry  of  a standing  ar- 
my did  much  in  Virginia.  There  was  not  a black 
cockade  there  that  was  not  roused  up  to  join  a stand- 
ing army  for  electioneering  purposes.  But  general 
Harrison  was  opposed  to  the  disbanding  of  Mr. 
Adams’ real  standing  army,  and  he  had  made  three 
distinctjpropositions  for  organizing  the  militia  into 
a kind  of  standing  army. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  insisted  that  this  report 
was  a mere  investigation  of  the  various  reports  and 
proceedings  on  this  subject,  and  Mr.  C.  repelled  the 
charge  that  it  was  an  electioneering  document.  Mr. 
C.  proceeded  to  notice  three  propositions  by  general 
Harrison  (in  reports  as  chairman  of  a committee) 
to  give  a military  education  to  the  youth  of  this 
country.  At  first  general  H.  proposed  to  carry  it 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  not,  as  Mr 
C.  argued,  on  account  of  his  own  constitutional 
scruples,  but  those  of  others.  But,  finding  that  this 
did  not  carry,  general  H.  ultimately  proposed  that 
the  object  should  be  attained  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, acting  in  conceit  with  the  several  states.  Mr. 


C.  was  also  understood  to  argue  that  general  H.  pro- 
posed to  carry  his  project  by  the  power  of  the  gene- 
ral government;  but  this  part  of  his  argument  was 
not  comprehended  by  the  reporter.  Mr.  C.  would 
not  consent  that  Mr.  Poinsett’s  project  should  be 
printed  with  this  report,  for  it  had  already  been 
printed  in  vast  quantities. 

Mr.  Preston.  But  not  one  extra  copy  of  it  by 
congress. 

Mr.  Clay  was,  "nevertheless,  unwilling  that  it 
should  be  printed  with  this  report,  though  he  was 
willing  that  general  Harrison’s  three  reports  (in 
1817,  ’i8,  ’19)  should  be  printed  with  it. 

Mr.  King  was  understood  to  express  his  willing- 
ness for  the  printing  of  any  document  relating  lo 
this  project,  on  which  gentlemen  thought  they 
would  succeed  in  conjuring  up  arguments  against 
it. 

Mr.  Preston  said  it  did  not  require  the  conjuring 
up  of  much  argument  to  show  that  this  project  was 
both  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Walker  professed  his  entire  willingness  that 
all  the  president  and  secretary  of  war  had  said  up- 
on this  subject  should  be  fully  known  to  the  coun- 
try. But  lie  suggested  the  propriety  of  printing 
Mr.  Poinsett’s  letter  of  explanation,  as  well  as  his 
original  scheme.  And  Mr.  Webster  consented  to 
make  this  a part  of  his  motion. 

At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Preston,  and  by  apparent 
general  consent,  the  motion  to  print  20,000  extra 
copies  (together  with  Mr.  Webster's  motion)  was 
laid  over  till  Wednesday  next. 

' Mr.  Preslon  now  moved  that  the  usual  number  of 
copies  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  project  as  to  the  militia, 
be  printed  for  the  use  and  information  of  the  senate, 
that  it  might  be  on  the  table  when  the  subject  should 
come  up  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Clay,  ol  Alabama, 
moved  the  printing  at  the  same  time  of  the  usual 
number  of  gen.  Harrison’s  three  reports  for  the  use 
of  the  senate.  Mr.  Webster  suggested  the  proprie- 
ty of  taking  tile  two  motions  separately.  Mr.  Clay 
insisted  on  making  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Preston  would  not  accept  it  as  a part  of  his 
motion.  The  project  of  Mr.  Poinsett  was  now  on 
trial,  and,  in  Mr.  P’s  opinion,  this  was  not  the  time 
nor  the  arena  tor  the  trial  of  general  Harrison.  He 
could  not  consent  to  be  thus  dragged  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  presidential  election,  and  he  was  un- 
willing that  the  discussion  should  he  thus  turned 
otf  upon  events  that  occurred  a quarter  of  a century 
ago. 

Mr.  Clay  insisted  that  these  reports  of  general 
Harrison  were  appropriate  to  the  subject.  Mr.  C. 
was  willing  also  that  the  report  of  general  Knox  to 
general  Washington,  on  which  the  law  of  1792  and 
the  project  of  Mr.  Poinsett  were  more  especially 
founded,  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  Roane  briefly  professed  his  opposition,  both 
now  and  heretofore,  toprojects  like  that  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett. But  he  scouted  the  idea  that  the  militia  of  the 
country  could  be  made  a standing  ai  my . Thn,t  ter- 
ror was  all  a bugbear. 

Mr.  Preston  complimented  Mr.  Roane's  opposi- 
tion to  such  a project  as  well  and  gallantly  expres- 
sed, and  worthy  of  a representative  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. But  it  was  now  proposed  to  call  in  gene- 
rals Knox  at.d  general  Harrison  in  favor  of  that 
project.  And  by  whom?  By  professed  anti  fede- 
ralists and  political  enemies  of  general  Harrison. 
If  general  Harrison  was  really  in  favor  of  that  pro- 
jects, Mr.  P.  would  not  defend  him  on  that  point, 
ai^d  his  opposers  might  make  the  most  of  his  testi- 
mony. But  even  if,  in  those  times  of  trouble  and 
of  peril,  generals  Harrison  and  Knox  had  transcend- 
ed the  proper  limits  of  the  constitution,  it  could 
in  no  way  justify  a project  like  this  in  a time  ol 
peace.  ^ 

Mr.  Clay’s  and  Mr.  Preston's  motions  were  both 
agreed  to,  and  copies  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  project 
(with  his  letter  of  explanation ) and  of  general  Har- 
rison’s three  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed  fop 
the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  9.  The  vice  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a report  from  the  secielary  ol  the  treasury  in 
relation  to  the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  terri- 
toiy  of  Iowa. 

Also  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  trans- 
mitting the  result  of  the  examination  of  Mighill’s 
patent  cylinder  fire-arms. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a resolution  that  the  hour  of 
meeting  of  the  senate  shall  hereafter  be  12  M.  in- 
stead of  the  hour  of  11  A.  M. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 

A bill  authorising  the  states  to  tax  any  land< 
w ithin  their  limits  sold  by  the  United  States. 

A bill  to  regulate  enlistments  in  the  army  and 
navy. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment 
of  the  house  to  the  senate  bill  to  abolish  land  offices 


in  certain  cases,  that  is,  when  the  land  to  be  sold  in 
the  district  should  be  iess  than  100,000  acres.  This 
land,  in  such  cases,  was,  by  the  bill,  to  be  attached 
to  such  neighboring  land  offices  as  would  be  most 
convenient  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  ol  the 
treasury. 

'Pile  amendment  was  discussed  at  length  bv 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  (who  was  in  favor  of 
giving  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  discretionary 
[lower  to  consolidate,  instead  of  abolishing  land 
offices  in  certain  cases),  by  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Young, 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  and  Mr.  Prentiss. 

The  amendment  of  the  house  was  concurred  in 
by  the  senate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vcll,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut. Strange,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Crittenden,  Merrick, Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Young — 6. 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  unfavorable  report 
of  the  committee  of  claims  on  the  bill  from  the  house 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton.  Mr. 
Hubbard  spoke  at  great  length  against  the  claims 
allowed  by  this  bill.  After  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Phelps,  (the  hour  being  late),  the  subject  was 
postponed  till  to  morrow. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  10.  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  memorial 
of  several  hundreds  ol'  citizens  of  New  York  city 
on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  now  in  progiess 
in  the  senate.  Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  printed  and  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
the  bankrupt  bill,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mi- 
nister, elders  and  trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  in  F.lizabethtow  n,  New  Jersey,  asking  from 
congress  compensation  for  the  destruction  of  their 
properly  by  the  enemy  during  the  wa*  of  the  revo- 
lution. Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  papers  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims. 

Mr.  Webs/er  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  rates  of  postage  charged  on  let- 
ters transmitted  by  the  mail  of  the  United  States  ought 
■ to  be  reduced. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  inquire  into  the 
utility  of  so  altering  the  piesent  regulations  of  i lie  post 
office  department  as  to  connect  the  use  of  stamps  or 
stamped  covers  with  a large  reduction  of  the  rates  of 

postage. 

Mr.  YV.  moved  the  printing  of  the  resolutions, 
and  of  an  engraved  copy  of  the  British  penny- 
stamp,  which  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  motion  (by  Mr. 
Roane  and  Mr.  Norvell ) to  print  20,000  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  on 
Mr.  Poinsett’s  plan  for  a standing  army  of  100,000 
militia. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  further  postponement 
of  this  subject  until  certain  documents  ordered  to 
be  printed  should  be  before  the  senate,  in  w hich 
Messrs.  Preslon,  Roane,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Anderson  participated,  Mr.  Nor- 
vell moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. Alter  a short  conveisalion,  Mr.  N.  mo- 
dified his  motion  so  as  to  postpone  the  subject  till 
Fiiday  next,  with  the  understanding  that.it  the  do- 
cuments ordered  lo  be  printed  should  not  then  be 
on  the  desks  of  senators,  the  subject  should  further 
lie  over  till  Monday.  This  motion  was  eariied  in 
the  affirmative,  by  ayes  20,  noes  not  counted. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 

A bill  making  appropriations  to  complete  certain 
military  roads  in  tiie  state  of  Arkansas. 

A bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
to'wnships  deprived  of  the  16lh  section  by  Indian 
reservations. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  use  chemical  or  other  oil  in  the  light  houses,  and 
to  make  the  necessary  alterations  lor  that  purpose. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  June  4.  By  general  consent,  Mr.  Pe- 
Irikin  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  public  build- 
ings and  "rounds inform  this  house,  forthwith,  how  many 
superintendents,  assistant  superintendents,  foremen, 
bosses  and  workmen,  of  different  kinds,  are  employed, 
at  i His  time,  at  the  treasury  and  patent  office  buildings; 
and  the  salaries  paid  each  of  the  aforesaid  superinten- 
dents, assistant  superintendents,  firemen  and  bosses, 
designating  v hicli  building-each-  individual  attends  to. 
His  name  ana  occupation. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  motion  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to 
recommit  to  the  committee  on  commerce  the  report 
and  bill  providing  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  com- 
monly known  as  the  pilot  law. 
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Mr.  Curlis,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  address- 
ed the  house  during  the  morning  hour  in  l’avor  of 
the  motion  to  recommit.  Mr.  C.  concluded  just  as 
the  morning  hour  expired,  and  Mr.  Atherton  called 
for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  understood  to  ask  the  house  to 
take  up  a bill,  of  a single  section,  authorising  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  compromise  with  the 
surities  of  Samuel  Swartwout. 

Mr.  Graves  was  understood  to  object,  Mr.  Hoff- 
man asked  a suspension  of  the  rule,  merely  w:ith  a 
view,  he  said,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house.  He 
would  not  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  No  action 
was  had,  for  Mr.  Sergeant  rose  and  asked  leave  to 
make  a report  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 
Objection  was  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair}  on  the  bill  (from  the  senate)  to  provide  for 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  H.  Williams,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was 
entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill  until  ten  minutes  before  2 o’clock. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  followed  on  the  same  side, 
and  spoke,  without  concluding,  until  half  past  2 
o’clock,  when  the  house  took  the  usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  After  recess,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Vermont,  resumed  the  speech  he  had  commenced, 
and  continued  to  address  the  house  till  past  5 o’clock. 
He  was  succeeded  by'  Mr.  Brown,  of  New  York, 
who  spoke  not  quite  an  hour  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
but  gave  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn;  which  pre- 
vailing, the  house  adjoured. 

Friday  June  5.  Mr.  Wagner,  of  New  York,  ob- 
tained leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  pensions  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  iliis  house  by  what  authority  the  pay- 
ment of  arrears  of  military  pensions  granted  since  the 
4th  March  last  past  to  pensioners  and  widow's  of  revo- 
lutionary pensioners,  under  the  several  acts  of  1832, 
1836  and  1833,  has  been  and  is  withheld  by  the  pension 
agents  in  the  different  states. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry7, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Lysan- 
der  Spooner,  containing  charges  of  official  miscon- 
duct against  John  McLean,  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  made  a re- 
port, concluding  with  the  following  resolutions, 
which  the  committee  unanimously  recommend  to  be 
adopted  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  charges  exhibited  against  the 
hon.  John  McLean,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  by  Lysander  Spooner,  a citi- 
zen of  Massachusetts,  in  his  memorial  presented  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary  on  the  25th  of  May  last,  are  unfounded; 
and  that  the  confidence  of  the  house  in  tile  integrity  of 
the  said  judge  is  not,  by  reason  of  said  charges,  in  any 
degree,  changed,  lessened  or  impaired.) 

Resolved , That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
further  consideiation  of  the  said  memorial. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  report  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chinn , of  Louisiana,  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  communicate 
to  this  house,  without  delay,  the  time  at  which  the  post- 
master at  Baton  Rouge  became  a defaulter;  the  time, 
number,  and  amounts  of  the  drafts  which  have  been 
drawn  on  him,  and  which  he,  has  refused  or  neglect- 
ed to  pay,  and  particularly  the  amount  now  due  by 
said  postmaster  to  the  government:  also,  all  the  com- 
munications which  have  been  written  and  received  in 
relation  to  said  defalcation,  together  with  ail  other  cor- 
respondence which  has  occurred  touching  the  removal 
from  office  of  said  postmaster,  and  of  the  appointment 
of  a successor  to  said  officer. 

Mr.  Chinn  made  an  explanation,  very  imperfect- 
ly heard  by  the  reporter,  stating  (as  it  was  under- 
stood) the  circumstances  which  hail  induced  Mr.  C. 
to  present  the  resolution.  All  that  clearly  met  the 
reporter’s  ear  was,  that  the  postmaster  at  Baton 
Rouge  had,  been  nominated  as  the  democratic  can- 
dicate  for  the  state  legislature. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  Mr.  McKaytjspAd 
he  had  voted,  the  other  day,  against  the  recep- 
tion of  the  above  resolution,  not  because  he  was 
opposed  to  inquiry,  but  because  the  resolution  was 
in  an  improper  form;  it  assumed  the  fact  that  the 
postmaster  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  was  a de- 
faulter. Now,  this  was  the  thing  to  be  first  inquir- 
ed into;  and  he  therefore  suggested  to  Mr.  Chinn  a 
modification  of  his  resolution  so  as  to  make  inquiry 
of  the  postmaster  general  whether  the  individual  in 
question  was  a defaulter  or  not.  Mr.  McK.  object- 
ed to  the  reception  of  the  resolution,  and  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to  introduce  the  follow-  j 
ing  as  a substitute:  | 


| Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be,  and  he 
| is  hereby,  directed  to  communicate  to  this  house,  with- 
out delay,  whether  the  postmaster  at  Baton  Rouge 
jbea  defaulter  or  not;  and,  if  so,  when  he  became  a 
defaulter;  whether  any  drafts  have  been  drawn  on 
him  which  he  has  refused  or  neglected  to  pay,  and  the 
time,  number,  and  amount  thereof:  and  rdso,  particu- 
larly, whether  said  postmaster  be  indebted  to  the 
government  or  not,  and  the  amount  thereof,  and  all 
commit ttications  to  or  from  the  department  respecting 
said  indebtedness. 

Mr.  Clifford  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  161,  nays  4.  So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  McKay  repeated  his  former  explanation,  and 
added  his  objection  to  the  call  for  the  correspon-  - 
dence  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  this  postmaster. 
He  referred  to  former  cases  in  which  such  inquiry 
had  been  objected  to  in  both  houses.  He  concluded 
by  demanding  the  previous  question;  and  the  call 
was  seconded — ayes  80,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  a reconsideration  of 
the  vole  suspending  the  rules.  Mr.  Dromgoole  rais- 
ed a point  of  order,  insisting  that  as  the  call  for  the 
j previous  question  had  been  seconded,  the  motion 
■ to  reconsider  was  notin  order.  The  chair  deciding 
| Mr.  Williams  to  be  in  order — Mr.  Dromgoole  took 
an  appeal.  Mr.  Williams  asked  leave  to  explain; 
but  Mr.  Pelrikin  objected.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded  on  the  appeal.  Mr.  Williams  withdrew 
his  motion.  Mr.  Andrews  renewed  it.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  (hen  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  the 
decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed — yeas  78,  nays 
85.  So  the  house  decided  that  between  the  second- 
ing of  the  previous  question  and  the  putting  of  it  to 
the  house,  a motion  to  reconsider  a former  vote  is 
not  in  order. 

The  previous  question  being  thereupon  put,  viz: 
“Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?”  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follow's:  yeas  94,  nays  80.  So  the  house  ordered 
the  main  question  to  be  now  put.  Before  it  was 
put — 

Mr.  Chinn  asked  Mr.  McKay  to  modify  his  reso- 
lution by  adding  the  following:  “And  respecting  any 
proposed  removal  of  said  postmaster  on  account  of 
his  being,  or  having  been  supposed  to  be,  a defaul- 
ter.” But  Mr.  McKay  refused.  And  the  main 
question  being  on  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
McKay,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  morning  hour  expired,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virgi- 
nia, moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  James  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which, 
being  ordered,  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  104,  nays  73.  So  under  the  new  rule  adopted 
a few  dayssince,  the  house  determined  that  the  rules 
should  be  suspended. 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the 
chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  up  to  the  hour  of  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  re- 
sumed hi?  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
concluded  at  ten  minutes  before  7 o’clock. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Ramsey, 
on  whose  motion  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house 
adjoured . 

Saturday,  June  6.  The  journal  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Keim  asked  leave  to  make  a report  from  the 
committee  on  the  militia.  Mr.  Bell  hoped  leave 
would  be  granted.  He  wished  to  see  that  report. 
Leave  having  been  granted,  Mr.  Keim  handed  in 
a report  on  behalf  of  the  majority  of  the  said  com- 
mittee; and  Mr.  Triplett  handed  in  a report  on  be- 
half of  the  minority.  Both  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  And,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dromgoole  5.000  extra  copies  of  both  were 
ordered  to’  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  from  the  committee  on  the  libra- 
ry, made  a report  upon  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Alex- 
andre Yatteinare,  suggesting  a plan  of  interchange, 
between  states  and  nations,  of  works  of  literature, 
science  and  the  arts,  and  of  specimens  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  different  regions.  Accompanying  the 
report  upon  this  very  interesting  subject,  Mr"  Til- 
linghast  presented  a bill,  which,  with  the  report 
and  accompanying  testimonials  and  evidences  of 
tiie  action  of  other  governments  in  relation  thereto, 
was,  on  his  motion,  received,  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  (objection  having  been  made)  mov- 
ed a suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  statement  made  out  by  the  com- 
mittee on  mileage,  and  given  to  the  sergeant-at-arms  of 
this  house,  bs  committed  to  said  committee  with  in- 
structions— 


1.  To  make  out  the  mileage  of  members  tor  the  pre- 

sent session  in  conformity  to  the  mileage  allowed  and 
paid  to  members  of  the  last  congress,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  speaker  of  this  house  without  delay.  • 

2.  To  report  a bill  establishing  a uniform  method  of 
ascertaining  and  allowing  the  mileage  of  the  members 
of  future  congresses. 

Mr.  P.  asked  Ihe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  78,  nays  3S. — 
(No  quorum  voting.) 

Mr.  Leel  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was 
retu3ed.  And,  alter  some  conversation,  the  clerk 
again  called  the  roll,  and  the  vote  stood:  ypas  102, 
nays  45.  So  (there  being  two-thirds  voting  in  the 
affirmative)  the  rule  was  suspended. 

And  the  resolution  having  been  again  read,  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Connecticut,  iroin  the  committee  on 
mileage,  (who  had  entered  the  hall  ad  interim), 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a report  and  bill,  (which 
motion  he  prefaced  with  some  explanations).  Ob- 
jection was  made.  After  some  conversation  be- 
tween various  members,  Mr.  Pelrikin  modified  his 
resolution  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  statement  made  out  by  the  com- 
miltee  on  mileage,  and  given  to  the  sergeant-at-arms 
of  this  house,  be  committed  to  said  committee,  with 
instructions  to  make  out  the  mileage  ot  members  for 
the  present  session  in  conformity  to  the  mileage  allow- 
ed and  paid  to  members  of  the  last  congress,  and  re- 
port the  same  to  the  speaker  of  this  house  without 
delay. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the  modified  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  On  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  96,  nays  78.  So  the  rerotution  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Ihe  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  Black 
moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  mileage  he  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  that  each  and  every  member  of  this  house  shall 
furnish,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  to  the  sergeant-at- 
arms,  the  distance  from  Washington  to  his  residence 
by  the  most  usual  route  of  public  travel;  according  to 
which  statement  his  mileage  shall  be  charged;  and 
that  said  statement  of  mileage  shall  be  published  in  the 
journal  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  asked  that  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  he  intended  to  offer  as  a 
substitute,  might  be  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  mileage  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a bill  prescribing  that  the  mileage  allowed 
to  members  of  congress  shall  be  computed  upon  the 
nearest  mail  route  from  their  residences  to  the  seat  of 
government.  And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
report  to  the  sergeant-at-arms  the  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  to  be  computed  upon  the  nearest  mail 
route  from  their  residences  to  the  seat  of  government. 

Mr.  Jameson  asked  that  the  following  resolution, 
which  he  intended  to  otter  as  an  amendment,  might 
be  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  mileage  be  autho- 
rised, if  satisfied  of  any  mistake  they  may  have  made 
in  calculation  of  the  mileage  of  any  member,  to  cor- 
rect the  same. 

Mr.  Black  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule,  which  were  ordered,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  were  yeas  53,  nays  93.  So  the  rule  was 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Connecticut,  (after  placing  his 
motion  in  various  lorms,  all  of  which  met  objec- 
tion), finally  offered  a moiion  that  tiie  rules  ol  the 
house  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the  report,  and  ordering  it  to  be  printed.  On  which 
motion  tiie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  yeas  107,  nays  48.  So  (there  being 
two  thirds  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. And  the  bill  (which  was  accompanied  by 
a reported)  was  then  read  twice  by  the  title  of  a 
bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  mileage  of 
members  of  congress. 

Mr.  Williams  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  have 
the  bill  and  report  (which  were  ordered  lo  be  print- 
ed) made  the  special  order  for  one  hour  on  Monday 
or  Tuesday.  This  effort  having  failed,  the  subject 
remains  among  the  business  on  the  speaker’s  table. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Stanly  offered  to  present  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  lor  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
place  all  correspondence  between  himself  and  liis 
agents,  the  postmasters  throughout  the  United  States 
and  others,  in  the  fire  proof  vault  of  the  treasury  build- 
ing, that.  they  may  be  secure  the  next  time  the  post 
office  building  is  destroyed  by  fire. 

Mr.  S.  .was  understood  to  move  a suspension  of 
Ihe  roles.  But  the  speaker  said  a motion  to  suspend 
-the  rule  had  already  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Junes). 

By  leave,  the  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the 
following  executive  communication: 
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To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I herewith  submit  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
tlie  treasury,  showing  the  progress  made  in  com- 
plying with  the  requirements  of  a resolution,  pass- 
ed February  6,  1839,  concerning  the  mineral  lands 
of  the  United  States.  The  documents  he  commu- 
nicates contain  much  important  information  on  the 
subject  of  jthose  lands,  and  a plan  for  the  sale  of 
them  is  in  a course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  pre- 
sented as  soon  as  completed. 

M.  VANBUREN. 

June  4,  1840. 

The  rule  of  the  house  having,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia,  been  suspended,  the  house  again 
resolved  itself,  into  committee  of  the  tvhole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  (Mi.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair)  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue. 

Mr.  Ramsey,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  favor  of  the  bill  until 
half  past  2 o’clock.  And  Mr.  R.  had  not  conclud- 
ed— when  the  house  took  its  usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  After  recess  the  house  met, 
but  lor  want  of  a quorum  was  unable  to  do  any 
business.  More  than  an  hour  was  occupied  in 
calling  yeas  and  nays  on  mo' ions  to  adjourn,  and  on 
a call  of  the  house;  but,  despairing  of  success,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  8.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  house  went  again 
into  committee  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  sub  treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Ramsey,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  had  the  floor, 
proceeded  with  the  speech  he  had  commenced  on 
Saturday  last,  and  concluded  his  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill. 

He  was  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion by  Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  who  called  for 
the  reading  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state  against  the  sub-treasury  system, 
and  then  went  at  considerable  length  into  an  expo- 
sition of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  vote  in 
opposition  to  that  resolution. 

Mr.  Marchand,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  floor 
at  about  two  o’clock,  and  went  into  a speech  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill.  He  continued  to  speak  till  the  hour 
of  recess  without  concluding.  The  house  then 
took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Marchand  resumed  his  re- 
marks iii  favor  of  the  bill,  and  concluded  at  a few 
minutes  before  5 o’clock. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to 

Air.  Underwood,  who  addressed  the  committee  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  until  25  minutes  before  7 
o’clock;  when,  without  concluding,  he  gave  Way  to 
amotion  that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed; the  committee  rose;  and  Air.  Evans  moved 
an  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  were,  yeas  33,  nays  44.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn;  but  no  quorum  voted. 

Air.  Dromgoole  put  an  inquiry  to  the  chair,  the 
object  of  which  was  understood  to  be  whether  less 
than  a quorum  could  change  the  hour  of  meeting 
to  10  o’clock.  The  speaker  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Underwood  proposed  that,  by  general  con- 
sent, the  house  should  go  back  into  committee. 
Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Monroe  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Andrews  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Air.  Stanly 
moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nay's,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  w'ere,  yeas  56,  nays 
33.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  9.  By  general  consent,  Mr.  Pick- 
ens, from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  authorising 
the  sale  of  certain  presenls  transmitted  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  U.  States  from  the  emperor  of  Moroc- 
co, imaum  of  Aluscat,  &c.  Mr.  P.  explained  that 
the  only  difference  between  the  resolution  as  it  now 
stood  and  as  it  originally  came  from  the  senate  was, 
that  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  of  the  house 
had  made  an  amendment  directing  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  to  be  divided  among  the  charitable  institu- 
tions for  the  support  of  orphans  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  instead  of  being  placed  in  the  general 
treasury,  as  authorised  by  the  senate.  [To  this 
amendment  there  is  a proviso  that  the  sword  ten- 
dered by  the  imaum  of  AIu«cat  should  be  deposited 
in  the  state  department  ] Mr.  P.  supposed  (he  said) 
that  this  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
would  be  less  objectionable  than  any  other,  and  he  I 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  have  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Petrikin  thought  congress  ought  to  be  just 
before  it  w as  generous,  and  that  the  most  charitable 


disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  was  to  deposite  them  in  the'  public  treasury. 

Mr.  Pickens  suggested  to  Mr.  Petrikin  (whom  he 
considered  to  be  a strict  constructionist)  that  there 
might  be  some  constitutional  difficulty  among  that 
class  of  gentlemen  as  to  putting  into  the  public  trea- 
suiy  funds  raised  from  any  other  source  than  that 
of  taxation;  and  that  difficulty  would  be  obviated 
by  the  disposition  proposed  in  the  amendment. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Pickens.  Petrikin  and  Crubb. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  believing  (he  said)  that  the  ques- 
tion was  a very  simple  one,  and  that  no  good  would 
arise  from  debate,  moved  the  previous  question, 
(which  operated,  by  the  new  rule,  on  the  amend- 
ment), and  there  was  a second.  The  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Hoffman  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  read,  as  follows: 

“Strike  out  the  words,  ‘and  cause  the  proceeds  there- 
of to  be  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;’ 
and  insert,  ‘and  cause  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  distr.- 
buted  equally  amongst  the  different  charitable  institu- 
tions for  the  support  of  orphans  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia: Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  sword  tendered 
from  the  imaum  of  Aluscat  be  deposited  in  the  state 
department. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment, and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Andrew’s,  Bolter,  Barnard, 
Bell,  Black,  Bond,  Brockway,  S.  H.  Butler, W.O.  Butler, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  Chapman,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark, 
Clifford,  W.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cross, 
Cushing,  Dana,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dillett,  Dromgoole, 
Earl,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fine,  Gates,  Gog- 
gin,  Goode,  Green,  Griffin,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hall, 
Hammond,  W.  S.  Hastings,  J.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hill,  of 
Va.  ilillen,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Charles  Johnston,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Keim,  Kempshall,  King,  Leadbetter, 
Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  AlcKay,  Alarvin, 
Alonroe,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Ogle,  Parmenter, 
Peck,  Pickens,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  E.  Rogers, 
SallonstalLSimonton,  A.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Stifnly,  Starkweather,  Storrs,  Stuart,  Sumter, 
P.  F.  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Warren,  Edward  D.  While, 
John  White,  T.  W.  Williams,  L.  Williams,  J.  L.  Wil- 
liams, C.  H.  Williams — 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Hugh  .T.  Anderson, 
Affierton,  Banks,  Beatty.  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Carr,  Coirs, 
Conner,  Crary,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Doan,  Doig, 
Eastman,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry, 
Giddings,  Graham,  Hawes,  John  Hill  of  N.  Carolina, 
Holleman,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Idle,  Lewis,  Lucas, 
AIcClellan,  AlcCulloh.  Marchand,  Mason,  Miller,  Mon- 
tnnya,  Alontgomerv,  S.  W.  Morris.  Parish,  Paynter,  Pe- 
trikin, Reynolds,  Rhett,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Slade, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Swearingen,  Sweeny,  J.  Thompson, 
Turney,  Weller.  Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  H.  Williams, 
Worthington — 65. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  engrossing  the 
bill,  as  amended,  for  a third  reading,  Air.  M.  A. 
Cooper  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  But  Air. 
C.  subsequently  withdrew  his  motion. 

Air.  Adams  (from  his  temporary  residence  in  that 
part  of  the  hall  known  as  sleepy  hollow)  was  pro- 
ceeding to«make  some  remarks  (as  the  reporter  un- 
stood) expressive  of  his  wish  to  take  a stand  against 
the  acceptance  of  any  presents,  which,  he  said,  if 
disposed  of  in  one  way,  might  be  disposed  of  in 
another.  When  Air.  Turney  submitted  to  the  chair 
that  the  subject  having,  by  a vote  ol  the  house, 
been  transferred  to  the  dominion  of  the  previous 
question,  could  not  be  debated.  The  speaker  having 
so  decided.  Several  gentlemen  proposed  that,  by 
unanimous  consent,  Air.  Adams  should  be  heard. — 
But  objection  was  made. 

Air.  M.  A.  Cooper  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table:  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Pickens  sent  to  the  clerk’s 
table  to  be  read  the  following  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution: 

“No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United 
States;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  of  proffit  or 
trust  under  them  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  con- 
gress, accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office  or  title 
of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king,  prince  or  foreign 
potentate.” 

Air.  Adams  said  he  did  not  say  there  was  no  such 
power,  but  he  said  it  had  never  been  exercised. — 
And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative;  yeas  55,  nays  111.  So  the  motion  to 
lay  the  hill  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

Air.  Hoffman  inquired  if  it  was  not  in  order  to 
move  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  and  amendment 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  The  speaker 
said  that  the  previous  question  having  been  called, 
the  motion  could  only  be  made  by  general  consent. 
Air.  Hoffman  hoped  no  objection  would  he  made. — 
He  thought  the  resolution,  if  recommitted,  might  be 
rendered  more  perfect  and  acceptable  to  the  house. 


After  some  conversation  between  Air.  Pickens  and 
others,  the  former  gentleman  consented  to  the  re- 
commitment, on  the  understanding  that  the  bill 
should  come  up  in  the  morning.  And  the  bill  was 
accotdiugly  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs. 

Several  ineffectual  motions  were  made  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  reports,  petitions  &c. 

Mr.  Cushing,  remarking  tlTat  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees had  now  been  obstructed  lor  a fortnight, 
moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  them.  The  ayes  were  75,  the  noes  53 — 
so,  there  not  being  two  thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rule  was  not  suspended. 

The  hour  having  expired,  Air.  Jones,  of  Virginia, 
called  for  the  orders  ol  the  day. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  Uniled  States,  enclosing  a re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to 
lands  falling  within  the  Chickasaw  reservation;  re- 
ferred, on  motion  of  Air.  Reynolds,  to  the  committee 
on  public  lands. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  pension  office, 
in  answer  to  a resolution  of  this  house,  setting  forth 
that  certain  pensions  had  not  been  paid;  referred. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  house  again  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Air.  Banks,  ol'Yirginia,  in  the  rhair)  an  1 resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Air.  Underwood  resumed  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion theieto,  and  concluded  at  10  minutes  before  2 
o’clock. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Air.  Lucas,  who 
opened  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  pro- 
ceeded therein  until  half  past  2 o’clock,  when  the 
house  touk  a recess. 

Evening  sessmi.  Mr.  Lucas  (who  commenced  a 
speech  previous  to  the  recess)  continued  to  occupy 
the  floor  till  six  o’clock;  when  Mr. Marvin,  ol  New 
Yoilc,  obtained  it,  and  commenced  a speech  in  op- 
position to  the  bill;  and,  having  continued  to  speak 
till  seven  o’clock  without  concluding  his  remarks, 
gave  way  for  a motion  that  the  committee  rise- 
which  prevailed — ayes  40,  noes  33.  The,  commit- 
tee accotdingly  rose.  Air.  Evans  moved  an  ad- 
journment. Air.  Hopkins  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered.  Air.  Evuns  thereupon 
withdiew  his  motion. 

•Mr.  Morgan  moved  a call  of  the  house;  but,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  withdrew  the  motion. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  renewed  it,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  when  Air.  Evans 
moved  an  adjournment;  but  it  was  negatived:  ayes 
28,  noes  54.  Soon  alter,  however,  on  remonstrance 
by  Mr.  Banks,  the  bouse  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  10.  The  question  before  the 
house  being  on  Air.  Randolph’s  motion  to  recommit 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  commerce  proposing 
a bill  to  repeal  the  existing  pilot  law. 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  New  York,  resumed  the  course  of 
his  remarks  in  lavor  of  the  recommitment,  and 
against  the  repeal. 

Air.  Hillcu  spoke  in  reply,  and  was  going  on  to 
argue  in  support  of  his  position,  when  the  morning 
hour  expired,  and  the  subject  was  laid  over. 

Air.  Jones  moved  the  orders  of  the  day;  but  Air. 
Stanly  obtained  leave  to  offer  a resolution  ordering 
that  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the 
militia  be  printed  together,  and  not  separately,  as 
«nt  present.  He  complained  that  (he  report,  as  now 
printed,  conveyed  the  idea  that  it  was  the  sole  re- 
port from  (he  committee;  and  there  were'  three 
pages  of  paper  left  blank;  on  these  the  report  of 
the  minority  might  have  followed,  as  was  usual  in 
cases  where  two  reports  were  made.  The  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

The  speaker  informed  Mr.  Jones  that  there  being 
slill  business  remaining  on  bistable,  the  house  could 
not  go  i ;ito  committee  as  moved  by  him,  without  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  Mr.  Jones  thereupon  mov- 
ed for  such  suspension.  Which  motion  ptevailin"-, 
the  house  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  on  the  sub-treasurv  bill’. 

Mr.  Marvin,  who  had  the  floor,  resumed  Lis  speech 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  continued  to  occupy 
the  ilonr  till  near  the  hour  of  recess,  when  it  was 
oblained  by  Mr.  Parish,  of  Ohio,  and  then  the  house 
took  its  daily  recess  to  4oVffock. 

Evening  session.  Air.  Parish,  who  obtained  the 
floor  immediately  before  the  recess,  addressed  Ihe 
committee  in  a general  argument  in  favor  of  ihe 
bill  until  20  minutes  pasi  6 o’clock,  when  he  gave 
way  to  a morion  that  Ihe  committee  rise;  on  which 
motion  the  vote  stood  ayes  46,  noes  42— no  quorum 
voting.  So  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; which  motion,  by  ytas  65,  nays  57,  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 
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The  Atlantic.  The  distance  from  Liverpool  to 
Halifax,  according  to  the  log  of  the  Unicom,  is  only 
2,203  miles — from  Halifax  to  Boston,  305  miles. 

The  anti-slavery  society  of  N.  Hampshire,  met 
at  Concord  on  the  3.1  inst.  three  hundred  delegates  at- 
tending. The  Statesman  says:  The  convention  was 
characterised  by  much  contention  between  the  two 
sections  of  the  party.  A resolution  was  introduced  in- 
viting all  persons  favorable  to  the  cause  to  participate 
in  the  proceedings.  It  was  moved  to  amend  by  re- 
stricting the  right  to  men.  Llpon  this  amendment  a 
stormy°debate  ensued,  which  continuing  till  evenin''. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
stood — yeas  53,  nays  197.  The  resolutions  then  passed 
in  the  usual  form.  The  minority  entered  a protest, 
and  called  a meeting  in  the  evening  at  which  it  was 
resolved  to  form  a new  organization.  This  was  done, 
officers  chosen,  &c.  and  a committee  was  also  appoint- 
ed to  establish  a newspaper. 

Antracite.  The  New  York  Journalof  Commerce 
says  that  the  new  steamer  North  America  burns  an- 
tracite coal  with  a cold  blast  for  the  generating  of 
steam,  and  succeeds  perfectly.  The  expense  of  fuel 
is  about  ode-third  of  the  expense  of  wood.  So  that,  in 
every  trip  to  Albany!  $125  is  saved  on  this  item. 

U.  S.  bank  stock  has  declined  to  71  a 71 1-4  at  New 
York,  anJ  74  1-2  a 75  at  Philadelphia. 

Canal  tolls.  The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  all 
the  New  Yoik  state  canals,  during  the  last  week  in 
III  iy,  was  $30,964  85,  and  in  the  whole  month  of  May, 
$253,951  37. 

Henry  Clay.  \Ve  learn  from  the  Richmond  Com- 
piler that  Mr.  Clay  has  been  invited  by  the  citizens  of 
Hanover,  Va.  (his  native  county)  to  partake  of  a din- 
ner at  the  court  house,  and  that  he  has  accepted  the  in- 
vitation. The  25th  instant  is  designated  by  the  com- 
mittee, subject;  to  Mr,  Clay’s  convenience. 

Copper  ore.  A flat  boat  from  high  up  the  Mis- 
souri, was  unloading  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  29th  ult. 
a full  cargo  of  copper  ore,  intended  to  be  shipped  to 
England  for  the  purpose  of  testing  it. 

Crops.  Thanks  to  Him  who  sendeth  “seed,  time 
and  harvest — the  early  and  the  latter  rains,’’  the  grain 
is  ripening  for  the  sickle,  we  have  assurances  from 
every  direction  of  an  abundant  crop,  notwithstanding 
that  in  same  fields  the  fly  has  left  fatal  evidences  of 
activity. 

Cotton  remains  at  former  rates  at  New  York,  but 
with  tew  buyers. 

At  Charleston , last  week,  the  sales  of  cotton  were 

5.840  hags  of  Upland,  at  prices  which  established  an 
advance  of  l-4al-2c.  pr.  lb.  in  all  qualities — and  the 
market  closed  with  the  following  quotations:  inferior  to 
ordinary  6 l-2a?  l-2c.;  middling  to  fair  8aS  3-4;  fully 
fair  and  good  9a9  1-2;  good  and  fine  93-4al0  l-4c.  per 
lb.  There  were  several  choice  lots  on  the  market,  for 
which  the  highest  rates  had  been  refused. 

New  Orleans,  May  30.  The  following  sales  have 
taken  place  within  the  last  three  days,  viz:  300  Loui- 
siana poor  mid.  7c.;  350  Louisiana  and  Miss.  8 1 -2c.; 
259  N.  Ala.  and  La.  mixed  ord.  6 l-4c.;  and  300  La. 
9 l-4c.  Our  receipts  are  now  light,  and  exports  large. 
Ordinary,  5 l-4a6;  mid.  7a?  3-4;  fair  to  fully  fair,  9u91-4; 
good  lair,  10  l-2al0  3-4;  good  and  fine,  12. 

Liverpool , 15 Ih  May.  The  cotron  market  has  re- 
mained in  the  same  heavy  state  to  day,  and  though  the 
sales  for  the  week,  ended  this  evening,  reached  29,030 
bales  considerably  exceeding  the  daily  estimates — yet 
prices  generally  are  considered  l-8d.  per  lb.  lower  than 
the  preceding  week.  Ol  ihe  above  sales  7,9S0  are 
Upland,  at  43-4a7 — 11,300  Orleans  at  45-8a7  1-2 — 

4.840  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  5V7  1-8,  and  530  Sea 
Island  at  13a23J.  per  lb.  About  4,<RJ0  bales  taken  by 
speculators,  and  1,000  for  export.  ’The  import  into 
Liverpool  since  t lie  1st  January  has  been  545,009  balesr 
of  which  465,000  is  from  the  United  States;  and  the 
stock  in  this  port  is  estimated  at  250,000  bales  of  which 
about  193,000  is  American  cotton. 

Coffee  and  sugar.  The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  esti- 
mates the  amount  of  coffee  annually  imported  into 
that  city  at  four  millions  of  pounds,  and  of  sugar  at  six 
millions  of  pounds. 

Deaths.  At  Boston,  the  week  ending  30th  ult.  31; 
at  New  York,  ihe  week  ending  6th  inst.  101;  at  Phila- 
delphia 85;  at  Baltimore  29. 

Daguerreotype.  A Vienna  paper  states  that  profes- 
sor Berres  has  discovered  a process  by  which  the  pic- 
tures formed  by  the  Daguerreotype  can  be  re-produc- 
ed as  from  a lithography  hie  stone. 

Dancing.  “Fanny  Elssler  took  a second  benefit  at 
the  Park  theatre,  New  York,  on  Tuesday  night.  It 
was  a bumper.  Fanny  will  dance  thousands  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  natives^  the  ‘hard  times’  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  and  then  will  dance  home  with 
the  consciousness  that  she  has  seen  a people  very  ea- 
sily humbugged. 

A large  number  of  boxes  have  already  been  taken 
at  the  Cliesnut  Street  theatre,  for  ihe  whole  of  the  en- 
gagement ut  Mademoiselle  Elssler.”  [Sun. 

Madame  Celeste,  according  to  the  Ledger,  con- 
cluded her  engagement  in  New  York  on  the  30th  ulr. 
and  almost  immediately  afterwards  left;  her  ward- 
robe, consisting  of  stage  dresses,  & c.  and  her  last  earn- 
ings, were  remitted  to  her  husband,  and  her  daughter, 


according  to  her  order,  sent  to  a boarding  school  in  that 
city.  She  also  sent  a letter  to  her  husband  Irom  New 
York,  in  wdtich  she  informed  him  that  as  he  was  una- 
ble to  accompany  her  on  account  of  ill  health,  she  was 
obliged  to  leave  for  France  immediately,  as  her  mother 
was  in  a dying  condition,  and  that  she  would  meet  hint 
in  August,  at  London.  She  took  passage  in  the  ship 
Havre. 

It  is  stated  that  her  receipts  during  her  visit  to  this 
country  has  been  about  $150,000,  and  that  she  has 
devoted  nearly  the  whole  of  it  to  Mr.  Elliott,  Iter  hus- 
band, who  is  said  to  be  in  bad  health. 

Professor  Epsy  sailed  on  the  8th  instant  from  Phi- 
ladelphia for  Liverpool. 

In  the  New  Orleans  True  American  we  find  the 
meteorological  table  kept  by  D.  T.  Li  lie,  esq.  of  that 
city  during  the  week  of  the  tremendous  tornado  in  this 
city.  The  barometrical  observations  agree  perfectly 
with  Espy’s  theory  of  storms.  On  Thursday  the  seventh, 
barometer  fell  to  its  lowest  point, _and  the  wind  blew 
from  the  southeast  towards  Natchez,  the  focus  of  the 
storm,  at  the  tremendous  rate  of  forty  miles  to  the  hour. 

The  barometer  at  New  Orleans  was  at  its  lowest 
point  at, 8 o’clock  P.  M. — six  hours  after  the  tornado  at 
Natchez.  [ Free  Trader. 

Earthquake.  A severe  shock  of  an  earthquake, 
was  let t in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  a few  minutes  before 
midnight  on  the  21st  ult. 

Florida.  A letter  from  St.  Augustine,  dated  Friday, 
the  2dth  ult.  states  that  great  apprehensions  were  en- 
tertained that  the  Indians  would  attack  that  city. 

Flour.  Prices  at  New  York  $4  37  1-2  to  $4  62  for 
western — Akron  mills  $5  1-2;  at  Baltimore  $4  50  to 
$4  62;  at  Charleston  South  Carolina  @5  3-4;  at  Cincin- 
nati $3  dull;  at  New  Orleans  $3  50. 

Buffalo,  69,000  barrels  of  flour  and  50,000  bushels  of 
wheat  arriveeTal  Buffalo  within  the  last  ten  days;  the 
freight  on  this  are  estimated  at  $15,000.  It  is  princi- 
pally from  Ohio  and  Michigan. 

New  York  8ih  instant,  from  the  1st  July,  1839,  to 
the  1st  of  June,  1840,  there  were  exported  from  the  port 
of  New  York,  335,437  bbls.  of  flour,  121,024  bushels 
of  wheat,  and  122,641  bushels  of  corn. 

“Immense  quantities  of  pioduce  are  dafiy  arriving 
here  from  the  west.  The  wharves  on  th"  east  and 
north  livers  are  piled  high  with  barrels  of  flour:  and  it 
was  estimated,  on  Saturday,  that  there  were  more  than 
twenty  thousand  barrels  afloat.  Jt  will  not  be  wonder- 
ed that  the  market  is  dull.  There  is  no  demand  for 
export,  except  an  occasional  sale  for  France  or  South 
America.  It  would  not  be  strange  if  the  price  should 
fall  to  four  dollars.” 

Flour  to  the  amount  of  8.3,852  barrels  and  23,036 
bushels  of  wheat  were  delivered  at  Albany  from  the 
Erie  canal  during  the  fourth  week  in  May. 

Liverpool  papers  of  the  15th  of  May  says:  Flour, 
duty  paid,  not  saleable  above  35s.  per  bbl. — the  value  in 
bond  is  rather  uncertain — probably  24s.  a 25s.  per  bar- 
rel. 

The  exports  from  Philadelphia  to  foreign  ports  dur- 
ing the  week  ending  on  the  15th  instant,  amounted  in 
value  to  $103,075.  Among  the  exports  were  $5,011  bar- 
rels of  flour,  18,872  bushels  of  wheat,  and  191  hhds. 
tobacco. 

The  freshet  in  Georgia.  The  Milledgeville  Jour- 
nal contains  a deplorable  account  of  the  destruction 
produced  by  the  rising  of  the  waters  of  the  Oconee. 
Bridges  and  mills  have  been  swept  away,  and  no  traces 
of  them  left.  The  injury  which  has  been  done  to  plan- 
tations and  farms,  that  before  promised  abundant  har- 
vests, is  incalculable.  Live  stock  of  all  ki-nds,  includ- 
ing many  horses,  were  carried  away  and  destroyed, 
and  the  paper  quoted  states  that  accounts  still  crowd  in 
from  all  quarters  of  the  destruction  of  property  by  the 
freshet. 

Engraving.  A machine,  says  an  English  paper,  is 
to  be  brought  out  forengraving  in  all  its  branches,  which 
will  execute  the  work  with  a skill  never  equalled  by 
any  hand  engraver. 

An  electro  magnetic  telegraph,  has  been  es- 
tablished about  twenty  miles  along  the  Great  Western 
railway,  England.  The  velocity  of  electricity  has  been 
ascertained  to  be  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  as 
light. 

Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  The  steamboat  Pennsyl- 
vania touched  at  Cincinnati,  recently  on  her  way  to  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  with  a pleasant  company  ofladies 
and  gentlemen  on  board.  A second  expediiion  to  (he 
same  remote  point  is  now  in  contemplation.  The 
steamboat  Brazil,  an  elegant  and  commodious  boat  is 
advertised  to  leave  Cincinnati  on  the  4th  June,  so  that 
those  who  desire  to  visit  this  far  famed  region  have  now 
an  opportunity  of  doing  so  in  the  most  pleasant  season 
of  the  year.  [ American . 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  institute  of  Pa.  The 
last  No.  oflhis  valuable  publication,  for  a copy  of  which 
we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Hickman,  agent,  Baltimore, 
contains  its  usual  variety  of  scientific  articles.  A con- 
tinuation of  the  history  of  steam  engine,  by  M.  Aago— 
an  examination  of  Espy’s  and  RedfieUi’s  theories  of 
storms— an  exposition  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  tariff 
of  tolls  in  use  on  thepublie  improvements  of  the  U.  S. 
by  C.  Eilet,  jr.  civil  engineer— hydrolic  works  at  Al- 
giers, & c. 

Lowell.  The  Lowell  Courier  publishes  the  census 
of  that  city,  as  lately  taken  under  the  law  of  the  state. 


It  exhibits  a population  of  20,781,  of  whom  7,341  are 
males,  and  13,640  females. 

Mastadon  skeleton.  Mr.  Kock,  the  proprietor  of 
the  St.  Louis  museum,  writes  from  the  Osage  country, 
whither  he  has  gone  on  an  exhuming  expedition,  that 
he  has  discovered  an  entire  skeleton  of  a gigantic  mas- 
tadon, besides  some  oilier  formations  new  to  him. — 
This  gentleman  occupies  a high  place  among  western 
naturalisis. 

Miners.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  states  that  the  British 
barque  Wanderer,  capt.  Hardy,  49  days  from  Newcas- 
tle, (England)  bound  to  Norfolk  has  arrived  with  a large 
number  of  passengers  on  board,  skilled  in  mining,  who 
will  proceed  to  Richmond  for  the  mines  in  its  vicinity. 

A revolutionary  hero  gone.  The  Arkansas  Te- 
legraph comes  to  us  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  Win. 
Cheatham.  He  was  with  gen.  Marion  in  his  skirmishes 
with  the  tories  in  the  south,  afterwards  was  with  gen. 
Washington  during  the  greater  part  of  his  command. 
Pie  was  with  him  at  the  Delaware,  Trenton  and  Bran- 
dywine, and  after  the  American  forces  were  divided 
and  assigned  different  stations  in  the  country,  he  was 
under  the  command  of  gen.  Layfayette  until  the  sur- 
render of  the  British  at  Yorktown,  at  which  place  he 
fought,  and  had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  seeing  lord 
Cornwallis  deliver  his  sword  to  the  illustrious  comman- 
der of  himself  and  fellow  countrymen. 

[37.  Louis  Bulletin. 

Cunard’s  steamers.  The  Unicorn  leaves  Boston  for 
Halifax,  N.  S.  on  Wednesday,  10ih  inst.  The  Brila- 
nia,  next  mail  packet  steam  ship,  leaves  England  on 
the  first  of  July. 

The  Great  Western  was  to  leave  Bristol  for-New 
York  on  the  4th  inst. 

The  crew  of' the  steamer  Osceola  seized  the  boat 
at  the  Cincinnati  wharf,  under  a late  law  of  Ohio,  and 
put  off  for  Pittsburg— the  captain  all  the  while  being 
sound  asleep  in  his  birth.  A bloody  affray  afterwards 
occurred  on  board  the  boat,  in  which  the  mate  was 
killed. 

Brigadier  general  Taylor  and  family  arrived  at 
New  Orleans,  from  Florida,  on  the  21st  of  May. 

Temperance  cause.  A Limerick  paper  says: — Mr. 
Matthew,  the  Catholic  priest,  administered  the  tee-total 
pledge  in  Nenagh,  the  most  Protestant  district  of  Tip- 
perary, in  one  day  tdtjlfi.OOO  persons.  The  society  now 
Comists  of  700,000  mejj&ers. 

Tobacco.  The  AmeriSl^  Farmer  says: — The  sup- 
plies of  this  staple  continue  to  be  large  in  the  Baltimore 
market,  demand  good,  and  prices  in  general  firm,  and 
were  it  not  for  the  scarcity  of  vessels,  still  more  exten- 
sive operations  would  be  effected.  We  observe  by  the 
reports  of  other  markets,  that  there  is  in  general  a bet- 
ter spirit  manifested  for  the  article  than  has  been  expe- 
rienced for  some  time  past.  The  scarcity  which  is 
known  to  exist  in  regard  to  plants,  will  cause  a de- 
crease in  the  amount  of  the  next  crop,  which  being 
soon  known  in  Europe,  will  probably  induce  a more 
spirited  demand  and  advanced  price. 

A Virginia  paper  says,  that  there  is  a general  com- 
plaint in  that  state,  as  well  as  in  Maryland,  of  the  scar- 
city of  tobacco  plants,  the  destruction  by  the  fly  being 
immense. 

We  have  late  intelligence  front  Europe,  by  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  a decided  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  the  limited  supplies,  though  it 
was  rumored  an  increase  of  duty  would  be  made  to 
the  exorbitant  one  now  demanded  in  England — the 
rumor,  however,  was  without  foundation,  as  we  have 
a synopsis  of  the  chancellor,  and  no  indication  of  an 
increase  is  contained  therein. 

Liverpool , May  15.  The  sales  this  week  are  ISO 
hogsheads,  30  of  which  were  for  Ireland;  Virginia  de- 
mand of  lust  year’s  import,  is  quite  neglected  by  the 
trade;  for  all  other  kinds  the  market  is  steady.  James 
river  leaf,  faded,  3d.  a4d.;  ordinary  sound,  4 l-2d.  a5d.; 
middling,  6d.  a 6 l-2d.;  good  and  fine,  7d.  a 8d.;  ordi- 
nary sound,  4tl.;  middling,  5d.  a 6J.;  good  and  fine, 
7d.  a 9J.;  Kentucky  leaf,  4d.  a 5J.;  stemmed,  6J.  a Sd.: 
Maryland  4 l-2d. 

High  prices  for  Tobacco . Sold  by  Smith  & Bagwell, 
yesterday,  at  Martin’s  warehouse,  two  hhds.  fine  sun- 
cured  tobacco,  made  by  capt.  Grief  Barksdale,  Char- 
lotte  city.  No.  1,  at  $19,  and  No.  2,  $15  50,  bought  by  * 
Jesse  Hare,  manufacturer.  [Lynchburg  Va. 

The  western  rivers  remained  high  at  our  latest 
dates.  The  steamer  Malta,  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  the 
24th  May,  from  St.  Peters.  The  captain  reports  35  1-2 
foetof  water  on  the  rapids.  The  steamer  Pennsylvania 
was  unable  to  pass  them.  The  pleasure  party,  after 
some  delay,  proceeded  by  land  to  the  head  of  the  rapids, 
and  took  passage  on  a small  boat  that  plies  above. 

Wheat,  at  Baltimore;  white  9S  a 104;  red  95  a 100;  at 
Canton,  Ohio,  56  a 58;  at  Zanesville  50. 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  says;  “The  Great 
Western,  captain  Walker,  returned  from  Chicago  this 
morning  with  an  immense  number  of  passengers,  3.0JO 
bushels  of  wheat  in  bulk,  and  200  barrels  of  flour.  The 
grain  was  taken  to  Chicago,  and  is  the  product  of  Illi- 
nois, while  a portion  of  the  flour  is  from  Wisconsin,  and 
the  first  ever  exported  from  that  territory.  It  was  manu- 
factured at  Perkin’s  mills,  Racine.’’ 

“Racine,  May  20.  It  is  said  there  will  be  a surplus 
of  wheat  this  season  to  be  shipped  at  this  port,  of  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  bushels.  From  my  own 
observations,  I am  convinced  the  surplus  will  be  large.” 
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mi chief,  Francis  Godfrey  ib.;  arrangement  with  the 
Winnebagoes,  various  items  of  in  Florida  243 

Iron  manufactures — of  England,  France,  See.  242 

Jackson,  ex-president — reply  of,  to  the  Ohio  invita- 
tion 246 

Naval — arrival  of  the  Falmouth,  the  Columbia  244 

New  York — conclusion  of  the  democratic  address  24S 
Military  academy  at  West  Point — expenditures  241 


Mutineer — Thomas  Allen  in  custody  241;  trial  of  T. 


Livingston  244 

Oregon — finale  of  an  expedition  to  242 

Patent  office — removed  to  the  new  building  241 
Politics  of  the  day — ex-president  Jackson’s  reply  to 
the  Ohio  invitation  246;  general  Harrison’s  letter  to 
Joseph  L.  Williams  246;  his  reply  to  Mr.  Lyons  247; 
New  York  democratic  address  concluded  246 

Senators  of  tiie  United  States— classificadon  of  241 
Seizure  case — judge  Story’s  decision  241 

States  of  the  union — New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Penn- 
. sylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia, 
Virginia  214;  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Illinois,  Missouri  245;  Michigan  246 

Trade — course  of  by  way  of  Canada,  per  the  Welland 
canal  242;  silk  and  tobacco  trade  with  France  242 
Virginia — popular  vote  at  the  late  election  245 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

William  Brown,  collector  of  the  customs  at  Ma- 
cbias,  Maine,  from  5th  July,  1840,  when  his  present 
commission  will  expire. 

Abraham  B.  Fannin,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Savannah,  Georgia,  from  the  10th  July,  1940,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Miles  Hotchkiss,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
ICaskaskia,  Illinois,  vice  John  S.  Hacker,  who  de- 
clines, the  appointment. 

Stenson  H.  Anderson,  receiver  of  public  money’s, 
at  Danville,  Illinois,  vice  Samuel  McRoberts,  re- 
signed. 

Consuls.  The  president  offhe  United  States  has 
officially  recognized  William  Peter,  as  consul  of 
Great  Britain,  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  re- 
side at  Philadelphia. 

The  president  has  recognized  Wilhelm  August 
Kobb,  as  consul  of  the  dukedom  of  Nassau,  for  New 
York, 


Diplomatic.  Mr.  Eaton,  minister  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  to  Spain,  was  at  the  latest  accounts,  at 
Paris  on  his  way  home. 


West  Point  academy.  A comparative  view 
of  the  expenditures  of  West  Point  academy  for  the 
tvyo  last  years. 


1833. 


Pay  of  officers,  cadets  and  musicians  $3!), 064 


Subsistance  of  officers  and  cadets  29,946 

Forage  for  officers  horses  1,318 

Clothing  of  officers  servants  337 

Fuel,  forage,  stationary,  printing,  &c.  7,647 

Pay  of  adjutants  and  quartermaster’s 
clerks  475 

Expenses  of  the  board  of  visitors  2,696 

llepairs  and  improvements  of  buildings, 

grounds,  &c.  3,628 

Miscellaneous  and  incidental  expenses  788 

Increase  and  expense  of  the  library  41)0 

Erection  of  buildings  for  reciting  and 

military  exercises  18,254 

Erection  of  a bam  and  public  stables  500 

Buildings  for  library  destroyed  by  fire  13,000 

Printing  and  binding  the  regulations  360 


00 

00 

00 

00 

50 

00 

79 

75 

75 

00 

60 

00 

00 

00 


1839. 

Pay  of  officers,  cadets  and  musicians 
Subsistance  of  officers  and  cadets 
Forage  for  officers  horses 
Clothing  for  officers  servants 
Two  fire  engines  with  hose  complete 
Pay  of  adjutants  and  quartermaster’s 
clerks 

Expense  of  board  of  visitors 
Repaiis  and  improvement  of  buildings, 
grounds,  Sic. 

Miscellaneous  incidental  expenses 
Increase  and  expense  of  the  library 
Deparlinent  of  philosophy 
Department  of  mathematics 
Department  of  chemistry 
Department  of  drawing 
Department  of  tactics 
Department  of  artillery 


$54,418  00 
30,700  00 
1,227  00 
255  00 
1,900  00 

475  00 

2,000  00 

7,221  60 
731  50 
1,000  00 
600  00 
97  54 
827  50 
285  00 
360  00 
275  00 


$102,373  14 


United  States  senate.  Mr.  Editor:  Perhaps 
it  would  be  pleasing  to  your  readers  to  place  before 
them  a view,  as  well  the  constitutional  as  the  politi- 
cal complexion,  of  the  present  U.  S.  senate. 

Eacli-ol  the  26  states  sends  2 members,  in  all  52; 
term  6 years.  The  senate  is  divided  into  three 
classes — 1st,  2d  and  3d.  The  seats  of  the  1st  class, 
containing  one-third  of  the  members,  are  vacated 
every  other  year — consequently  Ihe  seats  of  the  18 
members  of  the  1st  class,  on  the  left  hand  column, 
are  vacated  4th  March,  1841.  The  following  table 
shews  the  states,  the  names  of  the  members  of  each 
siate,  and  also  the  three  classes,  each  class  iti  its 
proper  column.  Star  designates  Van  Buren. 


States. 

1841. 

1843. 

1S45. 

1 Maine 

Ruggles 

♦Williams 

2 N.  Hampshire 

*Hubbard 

♦Pierce, 

3 Massachusetis,  Davis 

Webster 

4 Connecticut, 

♦Smith 

Huntington 

5 Rhode  Island, 

Knight 

Dixon 

6 Vermont, 

Prentiss 

Phelps 

7 New  York, 

♦Wright 

Tallmadge 

8 New  Jersey, 

*WalP- 

Southard 

9 Pennsylvania, 

♦Buchanan 

♦Sturgeon 

10  Delaware, 

Clayton 

Bayard 

11  Maryland, 

Spence 

Merrick 

12  Virginia, 

♦Rhone 

(Vacancy.)t 

13  N.  Carolina, 

♦Brown 

♦Strange 

14  S.  Carolina, 

*Calhoun 

Preston 

15  Georgia, 

*Lumpkin 

♦Cuthbert 

16  Kentucky, 

Criuenden  Clay 

17  Tennessee, 

♦Anderson 

♦Grundy 

13  Ohio 

♦Allan 

♦Tappan 

19  Louisiana, 

♦Nicholas 

♦Mo  u ton 

20  Indiana, 

Smith 

White 

21  Mississippi, 

♦Walker 

Henderson 

22  Illinois, 

♦Robinson 

♦Young 

23  Alabama, 

♦King 

♦Clay 

24  Missouri, 

♦Linn 

♦Benton 

25  Arkansas, 

♦Fulton 

♦Sevier 

26  Michigan, 

♦Norvell 

Porter 

*13  5. 

*12  5. 

*5  11 

Of  the  IstNclass,  13  Van  Buren  5 Harrison.  Of  the 
2d  class,  12  Van  Buren  5 Harrison.  Ot  the  3d  class,  5 
Van  Buren  11  Harrison.  Of  the  2<1  and  31  classes.  17 
Van  Buren  16  Harrison.  Of  the  51  senators,  30  Van 
Buren  21  Harrison. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

June  8,  1840. 


Patent  office.  Notice  is  given  that  the  busi- 
ness of  this  office  is  now  transacted  in  the  new  build- 
ing erected  on  F street,  and  patentees  who  have  not 
restored  their  models  since  the  fire  in  1836  are  re- 
spectfully urged  to  forward  the  same.  Funds  are 
appropriated  to  pay  lor  the  construction  of  models 
under  the  supervision  of  a board  of  commissioners, 
who  will  contract  for  the  same  (if  deemed  useful) 
upon  application.  Convenient  cases  are  construct- 
ed to  preserve  the  models  in  a manner  best  calcu- 
lated to  exhibit  the  merits  of  the  invention  and  the 
progress  of  the  arts. 

P.  S.  Patents  issued  prior  to  December  16,  1S36, 
are  recorded  anew  fee  ol  expense. 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH, 

Commissioner  of  patents. 

Jane  1,  1340. 

Seizure  case.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a letter  dated  Boston,  13th  June,  1849: 


$113,416  39 


tOno  vacancy,  in  Virginia. 


“Judge  Story’s  opinion  in  the  seizure'  case  of 
United  States  against  Bottomley  was  delivered  this 
morning  at  half  past  9.  His  language  was  of  the 
strongest  kind.  On  the  points  of  law  the  judge  rea- 
soned most  conclusively,  giving  an  eneigetic  opi- 
nion in  iavor  the  United  States,  on  every  point,  and 
therefore  the  goods  stand  condemned.” 

From  the  frontier.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin 
announces  the  arrival  at  that  place,  of  major  Hamil- 
ton, Indian  agent,  from  the  Upper  Missouri.  He 
brought  with  liirn,  says  the  Bulletin,  one  of  the  two 
Ohma  Indians  who  some  time  ago  barbarously  mur- 
dered a white  man  on  the  boarder  ol  the  state.  Both 
ol  the  murderers  were  taken,  but  in  descending  the 
Missouri  the  canoes  of  the  party  were  wrecked.  In 
consequence  of  an  attempt  to  escape,  the  prisoners 
had  been  ironed,  and  when  the  canoes  went  down 
one  of  them  was  drowned.  • 

Major  Hamilton  has  also  succeeded  in  rescuing 
from  an  Indian  village,  seven  Spanish  boys  from 
Santa  Fe,  who  had  been  captured  by  the  Pawnees. 
Two  of  them  were  also  drowned.  These  b ys  are 
now  at  the  residence  of  the  agent,  and  will  be  sent 
borne  the  first  opportunity.  We  understand  that 
the  chiefs  of  the  Ohma  tribe  are  desirous  that  the 
murderer  should  be  hung  at  their  village  as  public 
example.  They  appear  to  have  the  greatest  confi- 
dence in  major  Hamilton,  and  yielded  him  the  mur- 
derers without  resistance. 

Arrest  of  a mutineer.  Mr.  W.  J.  Davis,  U. 
Slates  maishal  for  the  Georgia  district,  came  pas- 
senger in  the  brig  Excel,  from  Savannah,  which  ar- 
rived here  yesterday,  having  in  charge  Thomas  Al- 
len, seaman,  who  was  arrested  lor  robbery  and  mu- 
tiny, in  February,  1839,  on  board  the  ship  General 
Paikhill.  He  was  first  arrested  in  Liverpool  and 
sent  to  this  city,  whence  he  escaped  by  jumping 
overboard  at  quarantine  and  swimming  ashore,  since 
which  he  has  been  arrested  and  has  been  four  months 
in  the  jail  at  Savannah;  where  he  was  detected  in 
the  attempt  to  break  jail,  having  cut  through  a wall 
three  feet  thick,  and  in  the  acf  ol  tying  his  blankets 
together  in  order  to  let  himself  down.  An  alarm 
being  sounded,  he  was  secured. 

“The  oak  has  fallen  and  the  forest  is  in 
mourning.”  Departed  this  life  on  the  eve  of  the 
1st  ot  May,  after  a lingering  illness,  which  he  bore 
with  philosophical  resignation,  Francis  Godfroy, 
chief  of  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  in  the  53d  year 
of  his  age. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  that  we  record 
the  notice  of  chief  Godfroy ’s  death,  for  if  ever  inan 
deserved  the  title  of  the  “forest’s  noblest  noble- 
man,” that  was  Francis  Godfroy.  A numerous  con- 
course of  our  citizens,  in  common  with  many  of  his 
red  brethren,  were  in  attendance  on  his  funeral  ce- 
reinonies;  at  the  close  of  which,  chief  Raccoon 
pronounced,  in  the  noblest  strain  of  Indian  elo- 
quence, an  oration  commemorative  of  the  deceas- 
ed’s virtues.  The  oration,  as  delivered,  gave  a 
correct  outline  of  Godfroy’s  character,  and  was 
withal  a fine  specimen  of  Indian  eloquence. 

A friend  who  witnessed  the  scene  has  furnished 
us  with  the  following  as  a translation  of  the  oiation: 

“ Brothers : The  Great  Spirit  has  taken  to  himself 
another  of  our  once  powerful  and  happy,  but  now 
rapidly  declining  nalion.  The  time  has  been  when 
these  forests  were  densely  populated  by  the  red 
men,  but  the  same  hand  whose  blighting  touch 
withered  the  majestic  frame  before  us,  and  caused 
the  noble  spirit  by  which  it  was  animated  to  seek 
another  home,  has  dealt  in  like  manner  with  his  and 
our  fathers;  in  like  manner  it  will  deal  with  us. — 
Death  of  late  has  been  common  amongst  us,  so  much 
so  that  an  occurrence  of  itscarcely  elicits  our  notice. 
But  when  the  brave,  the  generous  and  the  patriotic 
are  blasted  by  it,  then  it  is  that  the  tears  of  sorrow 
freely  flow. 

“Such  is  now  the  case.  Our  brother  who  has  just 
left  us  was  brave,  generous  and  patrioiic,  and  as  a 
tribute  to  his  merit,  and  a reward  for  goodness,  Ihe 
tears  not  only  of  his  own  people,  but  of  many  white 
men,  who  are  here  assembled  to  witness  tbeseriu- 
neral  rites,  lreely  flow. 

“At  this  scene  the  poor  of  his  people  weep,  be- 
cause at  bis  table  they  were  wont  to  feast  and  rejoice. 
The  weak  mourn  his  death,  because  his  authority 
was  directed  to  their  protection. 
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“But  he  has  now  left  this  earth,  the  threatre  of 
vexation  and  contention,  and  is  now  participating 
with  Pocahontas  and  Logan  in  those  joys  prepared 
by  the  Great  Spirit  for  such  as  well  and  faithfully 
discharge  their  duties  here.  Brothers,  let  us  emu- 
late his  example  and  practise  his  virtues.” 

[ Peru  (Indiana)  Gazelle. 

Lieut.  W.  K.  Hanson.  The  following  is  the 
correspondence  between  the  committee  and  lieut. 
W.  K.  Hanson,' 7th  infantry,  on  the  presentation  of 
a sword: 

St.  Augustine,  April  16,  1840. 

Sir:  The  citizens  of  St.  Augustine,  at  a meeting 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  on  the  most 
appropriate  mode  of  conveying  to  you  the  expression 
of  their  admiration  and  thanks  for  your  meritorious 
conduct  at  Fort  Mellon  on  the  3d  August,  1839,  in 
capturing  48  Indians — a portion  of  them  actors  in 
the  late  treacherous  massacre  of  your  fellow  soldiers 
at  the  Caloosahatchee — resolved  to  present  you  with 
a sword,  which  would,  at  the  same  time,  comme- 
morate your  activeness  and  their  gratitude. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a committee  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  and  they  have  now 
the  pleasure  to  forward  to  you  the  sword,  which,  if 
circumstances  had  permitted,  they  would  have  felt 
still  greater  pleasure  in  delivering  into  your  own 
hands. 

The  committee  avail  themselves  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  express  to  you,  individually,  the  high  sense 
they  entertain  of  the  promptitude  and  energy  dis- 
played by  you  on  the  occasion,  and  their  best  wish- 
es i'or  your  happiness  and  continued  usefulness  to 
your  country.  We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
ob’tservants,  Chas.  Byrne, 

B.  A.  Putnam, 

J.  M.  Hernandez, 

• Wm.  H.  Simmons, 

K.  A.  Gibbs. 

Licet.  W.  K.  Hanson,  TJ.  S.  A. 

Fort  No.  2,  (E.  F.)  9th  May,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  16th  ult. 
with  the  accompanying  sword,  yesterday  received. 
In  expressing  through  you  to  the  citizens  of  St. 
Augustine  my  thanks  for  this  handsome  testimonial 
of  their  approbation,  I cannot  but  feel  that  their 
kindness  has  attached  undue  importance  to  the  act 
for  which  it  has  been  bestowed.  In  detaining  the 
Seminole  Indians  at  Fort  Mellon,  I simply  did  that 
which  must  have  been  done,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, by  any  officer  of  ordinary  discretion — I 
saved  my  command  by  anticipating  the  blow  which 
was  impending  for  its  destruction.  And  for  this 
cause,  I think  the  citizens  of  St.  Augustine  has 
done  me  too  much  honor  in  thus  commending  me 
for  an  act,  which,  by  every  consideration  of  duty, 
was  imperatively  enjoined. 

As  regards  the  imputation  of  violating  the  white 
flag,  under  whose  protection  the  Indians  w-ere  then 
visiting  me,  I have  but  to  say,  that  they  were  using 
its  folds  as  a mask  for  the  deepest  treachery,  and  I 
could  not  hold  myself  bound  to  respect  its  sanctity 
when  prostituted  to  so  unholy  a purpose.  The  vio- 
lation of  the  flag  was  by  the  Indians,  in  thus  foully 
abusing  its  protection.  Their  faithless  disregard  for 
that  protection  had  just  then  been  fearfully  instanc- 
ed  in  the  massacre  of  our  troops  on  the  Caloosahat- 
chee, and  I was  most  unwilling,  that  through  any 
supineness  of  mine,  the  shores  of  the  St.  Johns 
should  give  back  an  echo  to  the  horrors  there  en- 
acted. 

The  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Augustine, 
of  which  this  handsome  sword  is  the  result,  reached 
me  at  a time  when  I was  yet  uncertain  whether  my 
conduct  would  receive  the  official  saction  of  my  su- 
periors. This  decided  and  generous  proof  of  ap- 
probation, given  to  me  at  such  a moment,  by  a com- 
munity to  each  and  all  of  whom  I was  personally 
unknown,  must  ever  be  a source  of  proud  and  grate- 
ful remembrance. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  my  thanks  for  the  flattering 
manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed  the  sentiments 
of  those  you  represent.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  K.  Hanson,  Lt.  U.  S.  A . 

To  Messrs.  Charles  Byrne,  Benj.A.  Putnam,  Jos. 
Hernandez,  W.  H.  Simmons,  K.  B.  Gibbs. 

[ St.Angustine  ( Florida ) News. 

The  Oregon  country.  The  Peoria  Register 
furnishes  the  following  account  of  the  finale  of  the 
expedition  which  sat  out  from  that  country  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Oregon: 

Finale  of  ike  Oregon  expedition.  A letter  has  re- 
cently been  received  by  Mr.  Burhans,  of  Tazewell 
county,  from  captain  Thomas  J.  Farnham,  leader  of 
the  party  of  fourteen  Peorians  who  sat  out  a year 
ago  for  Oregon,  written  at  one  ol  the  Sandwich 
islands,  in  January  last. 


Our  latest  previous  advices  from  captain  F.  left 
him  at  Brown’s  Hole,  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  with 
only  one  of  his  Peoria  companions,  waiting  to  fall 
in  with  some  company  bound  to  the  Columbia  ri- 
ver. Though  in  this  letter  he  does  not  mention  the 
fact,  yet  it  is  presumed  he  did  fall  in  with  such  a 
company,  and  that  he  prosecuted  his  journey  with 
them.  He  now  states  that  in  every  respect  the 
country  has  been  overrated;  that,  excepting  the  val- 
ley of  the  Wilhamet — the  seat  of  the  Methodist 
mission — no  portion  of  the  territory  through  which 
he  passed,  presents  any  thing  attractive,  or  offers 
any  inducements  to  farmers,  or  any  other  class  of 
immigrants.  In  a word,  all  the  unfavorable  repre- 
sentations that  were  made  to  him  by  returning  tra- 
vellers whom  he  met  on  the  journey,  and  to  which 
he  then  lent  an  incredulous  ear,  were  abundantly 
realized. 

We  give  entire  credit  to  these  statements  of  capt. 
Farnham.  He  left  here  determined  to  reach  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  or  perish,  and  with 
the  bona  fide  intention  of  settling  permanently  in 
Oregon.  One  by  one  he  saw  his  companions  be- 
come disheartened  at  the  perils  before  them,  and  re- 
turn, until  he  was  left  at  an  isolated  spot  in  the 
wilderness,  with  a solitary  follower  out  of  the  four- 
teen who  embarked  with  him.  These  repeated  de- 
fections increased  instead  of  subduing  his  adventu- 
rous spirit,  and  he  finally  succeeded,  against  every 
obstacle,  in  accomplishing  the  leading  object  of  his 
journey,  perhaps  at  greater  hazards  than  ever  before 
fell  to  the  lot  of  any  adventurer  in  those  regions. 

Course  of  trade.  We  noticed,  recently,  the 
fact  that  large  quantities  of  produce,  wheat  and 
flour  especially,  had  cleared  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
which,  instead  of  taking  the  route  to  New  York  as 
formerly,  passed  through  the  Welland  canal  into  the 
St.  Lawrence.  The  business  of  exporting  bread- 
stuffs  from  the  Canadian  ports  has  been  very  brisk, 
and  freights  on  Lake  Ontario  are  fifty  per  cent,  high- 
er than  the  usual  rates.  This  new  diversion  of  trade 
threatens  to  operate  unfavorably  for  the  canals  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  since  a large  amount  of 
transportation  is  thus  turned  aside  into  a rival  chan- 
nel. The  New  York  Star,  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject, says: 

“When  the  Welland  canal  was  first  spoken  of, 
British  capitalists  were  invited  to  make  investments 
in  that  project,  with  the  avowed  object  of  diverting 
a portion  of  our  trade  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
so  perfectly  satisfied  was  the  government,  that  the 
shipping  and  trading  interests  would  be  thereby 
promoted,  that  aid  was  granted  to  complete  the  ca- 
nal. It  has  done  more  than  was  expected.  Instead 
of  produce  coming  from  Ohio  and  N.  York  through 
our  canal,  part  of  it  shoots  itself  from  Lake  Erie 
into  the  Welland  canal,  where  cash  is  ever  ready  lor 
the  owner,  or  as  above  stated,  our  vessels  clear  for 
Canadian  ports.  Let  the  two  provinces  become 
united,  and  tranquillity  be  restored  in  Canada,  im- 
mense business  will  be  transacted  with  the  western 
states,  and  a great  part  of  our  produce  will  find  its 
way  out  of  the  Gulf  St.  Lawrence,  instead  of  the 
Hudson.  This  cannot  be  avoided;  and  indeed,  is 
not  a subject  of  complaint,  further  than  this  state  is 
incurring  a serious  debt  to  provide  new  facilities  to 
bring  down  produce  to  New  York,  when  it  is  obvi- 
ous  that  a considerable  portion  of  it  is  about  taking 
another  direction.” 

The  breadstuff's  passing  from  our  ports  on  the 
lakes  into  Canada  are  afterwards  exported  as  Bri- 
tish produce,  and  by  this  means  find  favorable  ad- 
mittance into  the  English  colonial  ports  in  the  West 
Indies  and  elsewhere.  As  a consequence,  better 
prices  can  be  given  in  Canada,  than  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  We  see  it  stated  that  the  flour  export- 
ed from  Canadian  ports  pays  no  duty  on  its  arrival 
in  England.  We  are  not  sure  that  such  is  the  case. 
If  it  be  so,  the  corn  laws  may  probably  become  a 
mere  dead  letter;  for  the  influx  of  breadstuff's  from 
the  United  States,  through  Canada,  will  be  likely  to 
produce  a glut  in  the  British  markets,  and  thus  af- 
fect the  prices  of  corn  produced  in  England  so  es- 
sentially as  to  show  that  the  restrictions  oflbe  corn 
laws  afford  no  protection  to  the  home  agricultu- 
rists. For  this  reason  we  had  entertained  the  im- 
pression that  the  British  corn  laws  operated  on  all 
grain  imported  from  abroad,  whether  from  colonial 
ports  or  not.  [ Balt . American. 

Trade  with  France — silk  and  tobacco. 

The  proposal  to  lay  an  increased  duty  on  silks, 
which  was  made  by  Mr.  Clay  in  the  senate  of  the’ 
United  States  last  January,  and  which  was  again 
suggested  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  has  caused  some  sen- 
sation among  the  journalists  of  Paris.  They  seem 
to  regard  such  a measure  as  one  threatening  a great 
grievance  to  France,  while  at  the  same  time  an  ad- 
herence to  her  restrictions  on  American  tobacco  is 
pertinaciously  insisted  on.  One  journal,  however, 


La  Presse,  which  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  pronounces  to  be  one  of  the 
ablest  of  the  French  journals,  takes  a more  reasona- 
ble view  of  the  subject  and  admits  that  if  the  U.  States 
should  impose  restrictive  duties  on  silks,  such  a 
measure  would  be  the  natural  result  of  the  exclu- 
sive system  practised  by  the  French  government  in 
reference  to  its  monopoly  of  tobacco.  Gen.  Cass, 
our  minister  at  Paris,  some  time  ago  submitted  a 
remonstrance  to  the  French  cabinet,  against  the 
continuance  of  their  present  exclusive  policy,  and 
urged  a more  liberal  modification  of  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  tobacco  trade.  La  Presse  alludes  to  the 
statements  of  our  minister — ‘■'reclamations,”  as  they 
are  termed — and  sa\s: 

"'These  reclamations  have  not  been  minded  in  France 
at  all;  the  law  for  the  continuance,  purely  and  sim- 
ply, of  our  government  tobacco  monopoly  has  pass- 
ed the  chamber  of  deputies  without  debate;  and 
that  law  destroys,  for  the  United  States,  all  hope  of 
any  modification  of  the  system  by  which  they  pre- 
tend to  be  aggrieved.  Consequently  we  must  not 
be  surprised  at  a revival  of  hostilities  against  us  at 
Washington.  They  assert  there  a right  ol  reprisals; 
and  we  are  at  this  juncture,  seriously  menaced  w ith 
a disherison  of  the  LyoDS  manulactories,  for  En- 
list] gain,  of  the  lucrative  traffic  which  they  have 
enjoyed  with  North  America.  This  would  be  a 
very  deplorable  effect  of  our  own  prohibitory  re- 
gime. The  politicians  and  others  who  are  delight- 
ed with  the  marvelous  results  of  our  legislation  on 
tobacco,  and  its  annual  product  of  sixty  millions  of 
francs  for  the  treasury,  have  not,  assuredly,  con- 
templated the  question  under  the  other  point  of 
view,  which,  nevertheless,  merits  the  lull  attention 
of  the  government  and  the  chambers.” 

If  the  bare  proposition  to  lay  duties  on  French 
silks  has  awakened  so  lively  an  interest  among  po- 
liticians in  Paris,  we  may  conclude  that  the  actual 
imposition  of  a twenty  per  cent,  duty  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  convincing  them  ol  the  impolicy 
of  their  restrictions  on  American  tobacco.  There 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  we  should  solicit  and 
beg  commercial  favors  from  France,  when  by  the 
prompt  exercise  of  retaliatory  measures  that  nation 
might  be  brought  to  reason  very  speedily.  The 
coriespondent  of  the  National  Intelligencer  on  this 
subject  says: 

“In  fact,  there  is  no  mutual  indispensableness  in 
the  trade  between  France  and  the  United  Slates. — 
We  can  do  without  the  luxuries  and  gewgaws  which 
we  take  from  her  to  so  great  an  excess.  She  cannot 
dispense  with  our  cotton  and  tobacco,  whatever  Le 
Temps  may  assert.  She  stands  incalculably  more 
in  need  of  our  products  and  consumption,  than  vice 
versa.  So  it  is  with  Great  Britain;  and,  I may  add, 
with  the  continental  powers  north  of  France.  If 
the  United  States  retained  enough  of  primeval  vir- 
tue, or  could  deem  it  expedient  on  the  whole  to 
enact  and  execute  a non-importation  of  six  or  twelve 
months’  duration,  they  would  bring  all  the  nations, 
France,  Great  Britain,  the  German  league — to 
terms  equitable,  satisfactory,  and,  in  the  end,  bene- 
ficial for  all.” 

We  see  no  reason  for  going  to  the  extent  of  a 
non-importation-measure  to  effect  the  desiiable  end: 
moderate  duties  in  the  way  of  retaliation,  sufficient 
to  show  our  own  power  as  well  as  independence, 
would  be  likely  to  accomplish  all  that  need  be  re- 
quired. 

The  question  of  a duty  on  silks  has  been  before 
congress  as  one  of  finance  only.  The  treasury  is  in 
want  of  additional  revenues  beyond  the  supplies  coin- 
ing in  from  existing  sources.  The  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes  is  a poor  resort  and  one  which  cannot 
be  depended  on  much  longer.  For  in  a financial 
point  of  view  such  issues  are  worse  than  direct  loans. 
For  purposes  of  revenue,  then,  an  increased  tariff 
on  articles  of  luxury  will  be  necessary.  As  a mea- 
sure of  protection  we  believe  it  to  be  no  less  im- 
portant. It  is  the  great  evil  of  our  system  of  im- 
posts, that  it  is  not  adapted,  nor  allowed  to  be 
modified,  according  to  the  regulations  and  restric- 
tions of  other  countries.  France  and  England  take 
such  articles  of  American  production  as  they  can- 
not do  without,  and  shut  their  ports  against  our 
other  commodities  according  as  their  own  ideas  of 
policy  or  prejudice  may  dictate.  We,  on  the  other 
hand,  receive  their  manufactures  almost  indiscrimi- 
nately, and  if  we  wish  them  to  take  payment  in 
such  products  as  we  can  most  easily  spare,  we  are 
compelled  to  ask  it  as  a matter  of  favor,  and  in  most 
cases  to  experience  the  mortification  of  a refusal.— 
It  is  humiliating  to  find  ourselves  standing  on  such 
a basis — especially  when  there  is  no  necessity  lor 
it.  [j Balt.  Amer. 

The  iron  manufacture.  From  some  statis- 
tical items  in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  taken  from 
tables  recently  published,  it  appears  that  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  has  increased  in  a remarkable  degree 
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in  those  countries  were  the  business  had  been  per- 
manently established.  In  England,  Scotland  and 
Wales  collectively,  the  increase  is  noted  Jrotn  the 
year  1820.  In  that  year  there  were  227  furnaces  in 
blast,  while  in  1839  there  were  417.  In  1820  the 
aggregate  amount  of  tons  manufactured  per  annum, 
was  400.000.  In  1839,  it  was  1,512,000.  Besides 
the  above,  there  were  670,000  tons  of  bar  iron  ma- 
nufactured in  1839. 

In  France  the  quantity  of  pig  iron  made  in  1820 
was  estimated  at  300,000  tons,  and  120,000  of  bar 
iron;  1839  the  amount  was  600,000  tons,  in  addi- 
tion to  220,000  tons  of  bar  iron.  We  see  no  state- 
ments going  to  show  the  ratio  of  increase  of*the 
iron  manulacture  in  the  United  States  within  any 
given  period;  nor  are  the  data  at  hand  to  enable  us 
to  ascertain  the  quantity  produced  annually.  The 
business  has  no  doubt  increased  considerably. — 
As  to  its  future  increase  no  estimate  can  be  made. 
Nature  has  supplied  immense  quantities  of  ore,  of 
excellent  quality,  in  convenient  positions — so  that 
no  exhaustion  of  resources  need  be  apprehended. 
The  abundance  of  coal-in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  especially  in  those  regions  where  iion  most 
abounds,  will  furnish  fuel  in  profusion  for  all  pur- 
poses of  manufacture,  now  that  it  is  discovered  that 
coal  tmjy  be  used  in  that  way.  The  continually 
increasing  demand  for  this  important  metal  will  be 
likely  to  keep  in  advance  of  the  supply — large  as 
the  latter  must  be — lor  there  is  hardly  any  improve- 
ment in  the  arts  of  industry  which  does  not  disclose 
some  new  mode  in  which  iron  can  be  profitably 
used.  The  iron  trade  of  Pennsylvania  promises  to 
become  the  most  important  of  all  the  means  in  ope- 
ration for  developing  her  internal  resources. 

ARMY. 

Court  of  inquiry.  A few  weeks  ago,  a letter,  of 
which  the  following  is  a copy,  was  handed  by  one 
of  the  persons  whose  names  are  thereto  attached,  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States. 

(CONFIDENTIAL  ) 

To  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  U.  Stales: 

. The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a commit- 
tee by  the  democratic  convention  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  to  wait  on  your  excellency  and  request 
the  immediate  removal  of  major  Lendrum  and  capt. 
Dusenbery  from  their  stations  in  that  city.  The 
reason  upon  which  this  request  is  founded  are,  that 
those  gentlemen  are  employing  the  influence  and 
patronage  of  their  places  to  injure  and  persecute  the 
supporters  of  the  national  administration — a course 
which  the  former  has  been  pursuing  for  the  past 
sixteen  months,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public  in- 
terest, and  to  the  great  wrong  of  the  democratic 
party. 

The  convention  have  been  induced  to  apply  to 
your  excellency,  because  all  other  applications  have 
tailed  to  effect  a redress  of  the  grievance  complain- 
ed of.  Permit  us  to  assure  your  excellency  that  no 
priv  ate  or  personal  consideration  has  influenced  the 
convention,  or  any  of  the  undersigned,  in  this  mat- 
ter; but  they  have  been  actuated  solely  by  a regard 
for  the  public  good,  and  the  just  claims  or  the  de- 
mocratic party.  Your  obedient  servants. 

THOS.  L.  MURPHY, h \ 

G.  B.  WILSON, 

R.  B.  A.  TATE,  y committee. 

T.  C.  COYLE, 

SAML.  HARKER.  J 

Upon  this  representation  a court  of  inquiry  was  or- 
dered to  convene  at  the  city  of  Baltimoreon  the  25th 
of  May,  of  w hich  inspector  general  J.  E.  Wool  was 
president,  lieut.  col.  Garland,  and  paymaster  T.  P. 
Andrews  associates. 

The  Globe  of  the  1 1th  inst.  publishes  the  following 
official,  full  and  satisfactory  acquittal  of  the  ac- 
cused. 

Official.  General  orders,  No.  20,  head  quar- 
ters of  the  army  adjutant  general’s  office.  \\  ash- 
ington,  June  1 1,  1840. 

I.  The  board  of  officers  instituted  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  whereof 
brevet  biigadier  general  J.  E.  Wool,  inspector  gene- 
ral, is  president;  and  which  convened  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  the  25th  of  May,  1840,  “for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  certain  allegations  made  against 
major  T.  W.  Lendrum,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  capt.  S.  B.  Dusenbery',  assistant  quartermaster,* 
in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  per- 
formed their  duties  in  the  subsistence  and  quarter- 
master's department,”  has  reported  the  following 
opinions: 

1st.  Opinion  in  the  case  of  major  T.  W.  Lendrum. 
“The  board  having  patiently  heard  all  the  testimony 
which  the  parties  interested  have  to  otfer,  and  after 
having  carefully  examined  the  proceedings,  and  a 
mass  of  documentary  evidence,  is  of  opinion,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  accusa- 
tions made  against  major  Lendrum;  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  board  is  of  opinion  that  he  has,  fiee  from  all 


party  feeling  or  political  considerations,  discharged 
his  duties  in  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary’s 
departments  conscientiously,  and  with  a single  eye 
to  the  public  good.  In  this  opinion  the  board  is 
cordially  united.” 

2 d.  Opinion  in  the  case  of  captain  S.  B.  Dusen- 
bery.— “The  board  has  heard  the  testimony*  which 
the  parties  interested  have  to  otfer,  and  after  a care- 
ful revision  of  the  proceedings,  is  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  captain  Dusenbery,  as  a disbursing 
officer  of  the  quartermaster’s  department,  has  been 
governed  by  no  other  considerations  than  those  of 
the  public  interest,  and  that  he  has  honestly  and 
faithfully  discharged  his  duties.” 

II.  The  proceedings  and  opinions  in  the  forego- 
ing cases  have  been  submitter!  to  the  president,  and 
are  approved. 

III.  The  board  of  officers,  of  which  brevet  briga- 
dier general  J.  E.  Wool,  inspector  general,  is  presi- 
dent, is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order  of  Adexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commauding-in-chief: 

» L.  THOMAS, 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  Cadets  at  West 
Point  commenced  on  the  8th  inst. 

General  Atkinson  has  amicably  arranged  for  the 
peaceable  removal  of  the  Winnebagoes,  and  is  at 
Fort  Winnebago  with  500  regulars,  to  be  joined  by 
col.  Worth  with  his  regiment  (600)  on  the  20th. — 
The  general  has  had  no  difficulty  since  arresting  the 
two  great  agita  ors  of  the  tribe,  Yellow  Thunder 
and  Little  Soldier. 

Florida.  We  learn  from  the  Floridian  that  col. 
Bailey,  with  a battalion  of  Florida  volunteers,  had 
returned  from  a scouting  expedition  in  fine  health 
and  spirits.  They  found  no  Indians  till  passing  the 
Econfena,  three  towns  were  discovered,  in  Thomas’ 
hammock,  and  destroyed;  one  of  them  had  seven- 
teen lodges.  It  is  supposed  the  Indians  inhabiting 
them  must  have  numbered  at  least  one  hundred. — 
They  fled  on  being  discovered,  and  were  persued  in 
vain,  owing  to  the  denseness  of  the  swamps.  Capt. 
Hall  shot  one  who  was  nearly  white.  He  was  a 
chief,  and  it  is  conjectured  is  the  same  fellow  so  of- 
ten noticed  in  the  attacks  on  frontier  families.  He 
was  fairly  run  down  before  he  was  shot.  The  par- 
ty had  been  pursued  for  several  miles,  but  our  troops 
were  unable  to  come  up  with  them.  Considerable 
plunder  wa3  taken.  The  Indian  killed  had  60  or 
70  bullets  in  his  pouch.  The  troops  started  on  the 
16th  lorDeadinan’s  bay. 

An  order  has  been  issued  by*  his  excellency,  gov. 
Ried,  to  raise  500  mounted  men  and  500  footmen, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  Capt.  Mickler,  has 
been  mustered  into  service,  as  well  as  capt.  Pelliser, 
of  this  city,  with  a mounted  force. 

Capt.  Micklef  with  25  men,  is  ordered  to  the  head 
of  North  river,  and  take  such  position  as  will  auswei 
the  purpose  of  defence. 

Capt.  Pelliser,  with  20  men,  has  been  ordered  to 
garrison  Six  Mile  post. 

Indians  have  been  around  the  poston  the  Picolata 
roads  during  the  last  week.  • 

A scout  under  capt.  Bonneville  and  capt.  Holmes 
7th  infantry,  recently  left  fort  King,  for  an  exami- 
nation of  the  Big  Swamp , guided  by  an  Indian  wo- 
man. The  distance  marched  was  20  miles.  Capt. 
Holmes  came  upon  large  fields  under  cultivation 
and  over  an  hundred  Indians  pieparing  for  their 
green  corn  dance.  They  immediately  fled,  leaving 
an  infant  asleep.  A large  amount  of  their  plunder 
was  obtained,  consisting,  among  other  things,  of 
soldiers  dress,  and  a ring  recognised  as  belonging 
to  the  late  lieut.  Sanderson.  Capt.  Bonneville  unfor- 
tunately did  not  come  up  in  time,  by  mistaking  the 
trail,  and  they  effected  their  retreat.  This  place  is 
only  seven  miles,  in  a direct  line,  from  fort  King  and 
has  been  for  the  first  time,  visited  by  white  men 
since  the  war. 

We  see  it  stated  in  several  papers  that  Mr.  Lyne, 
of  the  dramatic  corps,  was  among  the  killed  in  the 
late  murderous  attack  on  the  wagons,  in  which 
lie  was  a passengers.  An  error  of  this  nature  is 
calculated  to  afflict  his  family  severely,  and  we 
trust  that  it  will  be  speedily  corrected,  in  the  as- 
surance of  his  entire  safety.  His  escape  was  most 
, miraculous. 

Disposition  of  troops.  East  of  the  St.  Johns, 
forts  Peyton  and  Hanson  are  to  be  abandoned,  and 
the  force  removed  to  forts  F ulton  and  Brown,  for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  tile  latter  parts. 

On  the  west  all  the  outposts  will  be  broken  up, 
and  the  troops  moved  to  Micanujfy  and  the  other 
forts  on  the  frontier.  [ Herald . 

The  wh'le  flag.  Information  has  just  been  re- 
ceived in  town  that  Indians  to  the  number  of  about 
30,  are  prowling  about  ttie  Mandarin  settlement'.'* 
Mr.  Shelden,  a resident  there,  says  that  the  trial  of 
a body  of  Indians  were  seen  leading  into  thd  head 


of  Goolby’s  lake;  and  5 or  6 Indians  were  also 
seen  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sloan’s.  This  evi- 
dently is  the  same  party  that  was  at  Mr.  Jenckes’. 
Can  they  be  caught  or  will  they  respect  the  white 
flag? 

Maj.  general  McAllister, of  Henry,  Ala.  received 
intelligence  by  express  from  a gentleman  of  high 
standing  in  Geneva,  Dale  Co.  that  some  families 
were  massacred,  between  Choctaw-hatchee  liver 
and  Mariana,  and  requested  him  to  j^lopt  some 
measures  for  the  defence  of  the  southern  portion  of 
Alabama.  A volunteer  company  was  formed  and 
waits  lor  further  orders. 

The  general  is  now  going  to  inquire  more  parti- 
cularly into  the  matter.  The  citizens  of  the  county 
suffered  severely  by  Indian  depredations  in  1837. — 

[ Fort  Gaines,  ( Ga.j  Lighlwood  Torch. 

About  thirty  Indians,  belonging  to  the  parly  that 
attacked  Mr.  Forbes’  theatrical  company,  near  St. 
Augustine,  came  up  to  Fort  Searle,  immediately  af- 
ter the  attack,  dressed  in  the  actors’s  dresses,  and 
danced  all  around  the  place,  challenging  the  soldiers 
to  fight,  but  they  were  too  w*eak  to  sally  out. 

A brave  soldier.  The  St.  Augustine  News  of  the 
22d  May  relates  the  following  instance  of  bravery 
which  was  manifested  a lews  days  before,  during  a 
scout  by  capt.  Holmes,  of  the  7tli  infantry. 

“Captain  Holmes  had  secreted  a portion  of  Ilia 
company  in  such  a place  as  it  was  probable  the  ene- 
my might  pass,  and  proceeded  onward  with  the  rest 
of  his  command,  in  order  to  hunt  them  up.  The 
ambushed  party  had  not  lain  long  in  their  hiding 
place,  when  a few  Indians  were  seen  approaching, 
unconscious  of  their  proximity  to  the  white  men. 
On  nearing  more  closely,  the  anxiety  of  a recruit 
being  most  intense,  was  very  near  defeating  fhe  ob- 
ject in  view.  At  this  moment,  a deer  sprang  Irom 
its  covert,  and  passing  within  a few  feet  of  his  gun, 
the  temptation  was  too  great,  and  the  recruit  fired. 
Alarmed  by  the  report,  the  enemy  ran,  and  the  ser- 
geant with  his  command  mounted  their  horses  and 
gave  pursuit.  The  sergeant  soon  overtook  a large 
and  very  athletic  Indian,  and  dismounting,  delibe- 
rately levelled  his  gun  within  a few  feet  of  his  breast, 
and  pulled  the  trigger.  The  gun  missed  fire  and 
the  red  skin  now  levelled  his  rifle,  and  Jo!  the  flint 
refused  its  duly.  Dashing  his  musket  to  the  earth, 
the  seargeant  sprang  to  grapple  his  enemy,  but  was 
felled  by  the  club  end  of  his  rifle.  Rising  he  used 
the  breach  of  the  gun  with  good  effect;  but  was  re- 
peatedly felled  by  the  greater  strength  of  his  foe. 
Victory  hanging  now  in  a doubtful  posture,  he  ma- 
naged while  his  head  was  receiving  a succession  of 
tremendous  blows,  to  “fix  his  bayonet.”  and  made 
a charge  upon  the  Herculean  Seminole. — Doubt  was 
at  an  end;  the  warrior  took  to  his  heals,  and  sought 
a tree.  There  dodging  a direct  thrust  of  his  instru- 
ment, he  managed  to  hold  the  anger  of  the  sergeant 
at  bay.  until  the  balance  of  the  command  came  up; 
who  disposed  to  see  a “fair  fight,”  formed  a circle 
around  the  combatants.  All  hope  now  cut  off; 
and  with  a desperate  valor  he  fought,  the  sergeant 
thrusting  his  bayonet  through  him,  and  laying  him 
dead  at  his  feet. 

From  the  St.  Augustine  News,  May  22 d. 

From  the  south.  The  steamer  W.  Gaston,  capt. 
Poinsett,  anived  from  the  south  on  Wednesday  last. 
By  her  we  learn  that  a party  of  Indians,  on  an  is- 
land near  Cape  Sable,  attacked  the  boats  of  captain 
McLaughlin,  while  reeonnoitering.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  firing,  but  no  lives  lost.  An  expedi- 
tion of  45  sailors  and  soldiers,  started  from  fort 
Lauderdale  to  examine  the  country.  They  proceed- 
ed into  a part  of  the  Paihaiokee,  suffering  greatly 
from  want  of  water — but  found  no  Indians.  One  of 
the  bloodhounds  which  accompanied  died  from  fa- 
tigue. 

Lieutenant  McLaughlin,  in  command  of  the 
naval  forces  operating  south  against  the  enemy, 
has  gone  to  Pensacola.  Lieutenant  McL.  is  in  bad 
health. 

Lieut,  col.  W.  S.  Harney,  2d  dragoons,  arrived 
here  on  Wednesday  last  in  the  steamer  William 
Gaston,  from  the  south.  His  residence  in  Cuba, 
whither  he  has  been  for  some  months  in  conse- 
quence of  impaired  health,  has  been  signally  bene- 
ficial; and  the  gallant  colonel  looks  as  fresh  and  vi- 
gorous, as  on  his  first  arrival  in  Florida.  He  will 
assume  his  regimental  duties. 

It  afl'ords  us  great  pleasure  to  announce,  that  capt. 
Rains,  7th  infantry,  lately  so  severely  wounded  in 
his  gallant  action  with  the  Indians,  is  still  alive,  and 
that  hopes  are  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

From  the  Key  West  South  Floridian. 

A card.  The  undersigned  return  their  thanks 
to  lieut.  Sherman,  of  the  United  States  armv,  sta- 
tioned at  Cape  Florida,  lor  the  prompt  and  efficient 
aid  he  recently  tendered  to  the  sloop  N.  York.  She 
had  sustained  considerable  damage  from  a squall 
off  Soldier  Key,  aqd  put  into  Key  Biscayne,  with 
the  loss  of  inainboon,  &c.  and  lieut.  Sherman’s 
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liberal  and  gentlemanly  conduct  enabled  her  com- 
mander to  obtain  every  thing  he  desired  for  her  re- 
pair. J.  Walter,  captain. 

R.  W.  Cussans,  Passenger. 

NAVAL. 

U.  S.  ship  Falmouth.  This  ship  arrived  at  New 
York  on  the  13th  inst.  in  37  days  from  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro. 

List  of  officers.  Captain  J.  M.  McKeever;  lieu- 
tenants, Wm.  B.  Lane,  L.  G.  Keith,  J.  J.  Glasson, 
F.  Piper;  stirgeon,  Wm.  Whelan;  assistant  do.  C. 
W.  Tait;  purser,  Robert  Pettit;  midshipmen,  S.C. 
Barney,  T.  H.  Patterson,  R.  Allison,  H.  A.  Clen- 
son,  J.  H.  Parker,  C.  Benham,  R.  H.  Getty;  cap- 
tain’s clerk,  H.  La  Reintree;  boatswain,  J.  Knight; 
carpenter,  J.  Rainbow;  gunner,  D.  James;  sailma- 
ker,  W.  Ward;  purser’s  steward,  E.  Franklin. 

Passengers.  Lieut.  F.  Buchanan,  from  the  U.  S. 
ship  Constitution;  Edwin  Bartlett,  esq.  and  lady,  ol 
Lima. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Constitution  was  at  Talcahuana 
on  the  20th  of  March  last,  to  sail  in  a few  days  for 
Valparaiso. 

Left  at  Rio  the  U.  S.  ship  Decatur,  commander 
Ogden,  bearing  the  broad  penant  of  com.  Ridgely. 
The  Marion,  commander  Bell,  was,  by  the  last  ac- 
counts, at  Montevideo,  to  sail  in  a few  days  for 
Rio.  The  schooner  Enterprise  was  hourly  expect- 
ed at  Rio  from  Bahia. 

Callao,  March  5.  Arrived  ship  Konohasset,  U.  S. 
and  Valparaiso,  stores  for  American  squadron — 
16th,  brig  Erie,  Valpariso,  tobacco,  &c.  17th  ship 
Magnolia,  cruise. 

May  7.  Sailed  ship  Robert  & Edward,  whaler. 
8th,  U.  S.  frigate  Columbia,  Rio  and  the  U.  States, 
corvette  John  Adam3  do.  9th,  ship  Mary,  whaler, 
cruise.  12th,  ship  Draco,  do.  do. 

Arrival  of  the  United  Stales  frigate  Columbia. — 
This  frigate  arrived  in  Boston  on  Saturday  night, 
the  13th,  from  the  Pacific  ocean.  She  sailed  from 
Hampton  Roads  on  the  6th  of  May,  1838,  and  has 
been  absent  from  home  upwards  of  twenty-five 
months,  on  a cruise  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  China  sea, 
&c.  during  which,  in  company  with  the  sloop  of 
war  John  Adams,  she  visited  the  coast  of  Sumatra, 
Singapore,  Bombay,  Hong  Kong,  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands and  many  other  places.  She  left  Calloa,  March 
9,  and  Rio  Janeiro  May  6.  The  John  Adams  sail- 
ed from  the  latter  port  in  company  for  New  York, 
and  was  expected  to  touch  at  Martinque.  Both 
ships  have  circumnavigated  the  globe.  The  Colum- 
bia has  lost  seventy-seven  of  her  crew  during  the 
cruise,  chiefly  from  dysentary,  which  made  its  ap- 
pearance at  the  time  she  visited  Hong  Kong  bay. 

The  Columbia  bares  the  broad  penant  of  com- 
modore George  C.  Read.  The  following  is  a list  of 
her  officers: 

George  C.  Read,  commander;  George  A.  Magru- 
der,  John  W.  Turk,  James  S.  Palmer  and  Joseph 
W.  Revere,  lieutenants;  John  Haslett,  fleet  surgeon; 
Fitch  W.  Taylor,  chaplain;  Edmund  Jenkins,  act- 
ing master;  Francis  G.  McCauley,  purser;  D.  D. 
Baker,  lieutenant  of  marines;  William  E.  Coale  and 
Richard  J.  Harrison,  assistant  surgeons;  James 
McCprmick  and  D.  Ross  Crawford,  passed  mid- 
shipmen; J.  Henshaw  Belcher,  professor  of  mathe- 
matics; John  Clar,  captain’s  clerk;  Joseph  N.  Bar- 
ney, Edward  Donaldson,  Charles  Sinkler,  William 
M.  Green,  J.  L.  Toomer,  J.  Dorsey  Reed,  William 
A.  Henry,  James  M.  Duncan,  Wm.  B.  Fitzgerald 
and  Charles  M.  Fauntleroy,  midshipmen;  Benjamin 
Crow,  sailmaker;  John  Mills,  boatswain;  Thomas 
Johnson,  carpenter;  John  Martin,  gunner;  Manuel 
de  Murcia,  purser’s  steward. 

A court  martial  to  try  the  case  of  Fleming  Li- 
vingston, charged  with  mutinous  conduct  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  Hudson,  assembled  on  the 
15th.  It  is  composed  of  captain  M.  C.  Perry, 
president,  jointly  with  captains  F.  H.  Gregory, 
Benjamin  Cooper,  W.  D.  Salter,  and  commanders 
S.  H.  Stringham,  Hiram  Paulding,  J.  Ii.  Graham, 
J.  Mclntoosh  and  Wm.  J.  McClung.  Judge  advo- 
cate, John  McKeon;  prisoner’s  advocate,  William 
Shaler.  The  prisoner  was  arranged.  The  charges 
were  read  to  him,  to  which  he  pleaded  not  guilty. 

The  court  martial  sitting  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy  yard  for  the  last  five  weeks,  in  hearing  the 
evidence  in  the  case  of  com.  Elliott,  terminated  its 
labors  on  Monday,  at  one  o’clock,  so  far  as  the 
hearing  and  reading  of  the  evidence  were  con- 
cerned, and  gave  the  lion.  George  M.  Dallas,  coun- 
sel for  the  accused,  until  Saturday,  at  11  o’clock, 
to  prepare  his  written  defence. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  legislature  of  this  states  has  chosen  Josias 
Stevens,  jr.  secretary  of  state,  and  Zenas  Clement, 
treasurer. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

We  learn  that,  at  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Unitarian  association  on  Tuesday  evening,  it  was 
announced  by  Dr.  Henry  Ware,  jr.  that  the  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  had  recently  been  given 
into  the  hands  of  trustees  to  promote  the  objects  of 
the  association,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  de- 
nomination to  which  the  association  belongs.  The 
name  of  the  donor  has  not  been  disclosed,  and 
rumors  refer  to  several  wealthy  individuals. 

[Boston  Transcript. 

Political.  The  excitement  upon  the  presidential 
question  has  seldom  if  ever  run  so  high  in  the  old 
Bay  state.  The  Boston  Transcript  of  the  13th  as- 
serts that  not  less  than  8,000  persons  attended  under 
the  Harrison  banner  at  the  8th  ward  meeting  on  the 
proceeding  evening. 

The  Greenfield  Courier  estimates  the  number  that 
attended  the  Harrison  convention  at  that  place  on 
the  13th  inst.  at  between  8 and  10,000.  Geo.  Gren- 
nell,  jr.  lately  a representative  in  congress  presided. 

Great  preparations  were  in  progress  for  the  meet- 
ing on  the  17th,  the  anniversary  of  the  memora- 
ble battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Slate  celebration.  The  celebration  of  the  50th  an- 
niversary of  the  signing  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  ordered  by  the  general  assembly,  is 
to  take  place  at  Newport,  R.  1.  on  Thursday  the 
25th  inst. 

CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal.  The  citizens 
of  New  Haven,  on  Wednesday  last,  voted  an  appro- 
priation of  $3,000  a year  in  favor  of  the  above  canal, 
so  long  (not  exceeding  30  years)  as  it  shall  be  kept 
in  operation. 

NEW  YORK. 

Temperance.  The  N.  York  city  temperance  socie- 
ty, in  behalf  of  135,359  members,  have  petitioned 
the  common  council  of  that  city  against  allowing 
the  sale  of  liquors  on  the  public  grounds  at  the  en- 
suing anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 

A whig  state  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Utica, 
on  the  12th  of  August  next,  for  the  nomination  of 
presidential  electors,  and  also  to  select  candidates 
for  the  officers  of  governor  and  lieut.  governor. — 
County  convention  for  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  state  convention  are  to  be  held  on  the  22d  of 
July. 

A convention  of  the  state  security  banks,  N.  Y. 
has  been  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  test  the 
constitutionality  of  the  late  law  which  requires  them 
to  keep  their  notes  at  not  exceeding  1-2  of  1 per 
cent,  discount  in  New  York  city. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  12 th  inst. 
after  having  finally  passed  the  tax  bill,  the  improve- 
ment bill,  and  the  bill  to  pay  in  specie  orits  equiva- 
lent, the  interest  of  the  state  debt,  all  of  which  bills 
have  been  signed  by  governor  Porter.  The  credit 
of  the  state  has  by  these  salutary  measures  been 
retrieved,  and  public  confidence  is  once  more  re- 
stored. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  gratification  that  we  annouce 
the  returh  to  a wholesome  policy,  on  the  part  of 
“the  Key  Stone  State.”  In  the  language  of  the 
Philadelphia  Sentinel,  “Pennsylvania  is  herself 
again.”  Her  example  will  operate  powerfully. 
Other  states  will  profit  by  the  lesson  she  has  given. 
Renewed  confidence  both  at  home  and  abroad,  will 
soon  communicate  their  blessings  through  every 
avenue.  The  fearful  dread  of  impending  ruin  to 
immense  interest  is  averted.  With  the  Sentinel, 
we  agree  that  to  the  judicious  course  recommend- 
ed  by  governor  Porter,  and  to  his  firmness  and  man- 
ly decision  is  in  a very  great  measure,  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  indebted  for  this  fortunate  issue. 

In  the  eloquent  language  of  G.  C.  Verplank  in  a 
speech  made  a few  days  since  in  the  senate  of  New 
York. 

“Public  credit  in  ils  wise  and  honest  use  has  ever 
proved  the  most  precious  possession  of  a free  peo- 
ple. In  seasons  of  peril  and  dismay,  when  other 
riches  took  to  flight,  when  gold  and  silver  crawled 
into  holes  and  hiding  places  at  the  sound  of  war; 
when  even  iron,  the  most  faithful  servant  of  man, 
fell  from  the  half  famished  soldier’s  hand,  then 
when  the  waters  of  destruction  were  poured  out, 
and  their  floods  covered  the  land,  then  has  it  again 
and  again  occurred  that  the  frail  and  light  wings  of 
paper  credit,  the  air-puffed  balloons  (as  some  deem 
them)  of  loans  and  public  debt,  have  borne  the  li- 
berties and  happiness  of  nations  in  to  peace  and 
safety.” 

The  governor  vetoed,  and  in  a message  assigned 
his  reasons  for  refusing  his  signature  to  charter  the 
Lancaster  County  Loan  company. 

Administration  candidate  for  congress.  The  ad- 
ministration convention  of  Allegheny  county.  Pa. 
has  nominated  William  Wilkins,  as  a candidate  for 


the  next  congress  for  the  unexpired  term  of  Rich- 
ard Biddle,  resigned. 

Stale  loan.  Governor  Porter  has  made  a requisi- 
tion upon  the  banks  of  the  state  for  $1,200,000,  be- 
ing part  of  the  three  million  loan,  which  he  thinks 
that  the  law  fixing  the  resumption,  authorises  his 
claiming  of  these  institutions  at  5 per  cent,  interest. 
We  have  not  learned  whether  the  banks  intend  ac- 
ceding to  the  governor’s  demand  or  not. 

Charters.  The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has 
passed  a law  vesting  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
with  power  to  grant  charters  to  charitable  institu- 
tions, fire  companies,  &c. 

DELAWARE. 

Administration  candidates.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  in  the  state  of  Delaware  have  made  the 
following  nominations  for  the  ensuing  election: 

For  governor,  Warren  Jefferson;  representative 
to  congress,  Thomas  Robinson,  jr.;  electors  for  pre- 
sident and  vice  president,  Thomas  Jacobs,  Nehe- 
miah  Clark,  Christopher  Vandegrift. 

A whig  state  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Dover 
on  the  10th  of  August  next. 

MARYLAND. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  The  friends  of 
this  great  work,  says  the  National  Intelligencer, 
have  had  so  much  up-hill  labor  with  it  of  late,  that 
even  a gleam  of  favorable  light  upon  its  progress 
will  be  acceptable.  We  are  happy  to  be  able  to 
afford  to  them  by  the  information  which  ha3  reach- 
ed this  city,  that  the  great  tunnel  through  the 
Papaw  Ridge  is  so  far  completed  that  the  light  can 
be  seen  through  it,  the  parties  working  from  each 
end  of  it  having  met  in  a right  line,  alter  penetrat- 
ing the  mountain  so  great  a distance,  on  a level  so 
far  below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  length  of 
the  tunnel  is  3,118  feet  from  the  northern  to  the 
southern  portal,  and  the  height  of  the  groud  above 
the  tunnel,  at  the  highest  point,  is  37S  feet.  The 
diameter  of  the  tunnel  is  24  feet,  and  its  elevation 
above  the  water  surface  is  17  feet  in  the  clear. 

The  population  of  Frederick  city,  according  to  the 
census  just  taken  by  Joshua  Dill,  esq.  is  5,158. 

Administration  meeting  in  Frederick.  A gentle- 
man who  has  just  returned  from  Frederick  city,  in 
Maryland,  informs  us  that  the  constituents  of  the 
hon.  Francis  Thomas  got  up  one  of  the  most  su- 
perb celebrations  of  the  season,  on  Monday  last. — 
The  object  of  the  meeting  was  the  nomination  of 
candidates  for  the  house  of  delegates;  and  at  no  ga- 
thering of  the  people  he  has  ever  seen,  was  there 
so  much  enthusiasm  prevalent  as  appeared  at  this 
spontaneous  burst  of  the  democracy  of  numbers. 

From  the  east,  the  west,  north  and  south,  on  either 
side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  mass  assembled,  and  the 
real  inhabitants  of  log  cabins  showed  that  the  hum- 
bug of  hard  cider  had  a poor  field  for  display  in  the 
old  “Maryland  line.”  The  number  assembled  was 
counted  by  several  of  the  Harrisonites,  and  some  of 
them  had  the  candor  to  acknowledge  that  we  had 
over  eleven  hundred  more  than  ever  assembled 
in  the  city  of  Frederick,  at  any  previous  celebra- 
tion. 

Among  the  speakers  were  the  hon.  Felix  Grun- 
dry,  hon.  Alexander  Duncan,  and  the  talented  re- 
presentative of  the  hearers,  Francis  Thomas,  esq. 
On  the  evening  after  the  convention,  the  young 
men’s  democratic  association  held  a meeting  in  the 
city  hall,  which  was  attended  by  a large  portion  of 
the  bright  eyes  of  Frederick,  and  a complete  yam  of 
the  stout  hearts  and  strong  hands.  Air.  Nelson,  of 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Downing,  of  Alabama,  having 
been  called  for,  addressed  the  association  on  the  va- 
rious political  topics  of  the  day,  and  the  celebration 
was  closed  at  a late  hour  with  the  utmost  hilarity 
and  good  feeling. 

Tne  citizens  of  Frederick  turned  out  era  masse, 
and  the  town  was  a pefect  open  house  to  those  who 
have  been  styled  the  “loco  focos”  of  the  day. 

Edward  Shriver,  esq.  the  president  of  the  demo- 
cratic association,  and  his  accomplished  lady,  ex- 
erted themselves  to  the  utmost  to  accommodate  the 
strangers  who  were  invited,  and  in  no  instance 
within  his  knowledge  (says  our  informant)  has  he 
ever  witnessed  such  a “feat  of  reason,  and  flow  of 
soul.”  [Globe, 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

A great  whig  festival,  was  held  last  week  at  Alex- 
andria, at  which  a number  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress attended.  Some  account  of  it  will  be  “Re- 
gistered”  hereafter. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  corner  stone  of  an  instil ution  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  of  the  blind,  is  to 
be  laid  at  Staunton,  Ya.  on  the  9ln  of  July, 

The  popular  vote  of  the  late  election.  We  promis- 
ed to  register  a general  statement  ol  the  popular 
vote  of  the  state,  so  soon  as  we  could  obtain  it,  but 
to  this  period  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  ac- 
count that  was  satisfactory.  It  was  more  diffi- 
cult to  make  an  accurate  statement  than  we  appre- 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  20,  1840— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


245 


hended.  The  last  mail  brought  us  a statement  made 
out  by  the  Washington  correspondence ol'the  Boston 
Atlass,  which  is  the  most  comprehensive  of  any 
we  have  seen,  and  we  avail  of  it  so  far  to  redeem 
our  pledge. 

“By  the  aid  of  several  members  of  congress  I 
have  been  put  in  the  possession  of  the  means  of 
preparing  an  as  nearly  exact  estimate  as  possible  of 
the  vote  in  Virginia.  It  has  been  carefully  revised, 
and  if  there  are  any  errors  in  it  they  are  all  in  favor 
of  the  administration,  and  not  of  the  whigs.  The 
votes  included  in  parenthesis  are  those  of  previous 
years,  in  cases  where  there  was  no  contest  this  year, 
and  of  course,  are,  to  a certain  extent,  not  so  favora- 
ble to  the  whigs  as  they  would  be  had  they  voted 
this  year. 

POPULAR  VOTE  IN  VIRGINIA. 


District  of  Hopkins,  democratic. 


Wythe 

112 

369 

301 

283 

Grayson 

59 

377 

raj.  290 

Smyth 

76 

229 

251 

281 

Tazewell 

2 

259 

(138 

396) 

Washington 

70 

608 

252 

409 

Russell 

9 

385 

373 

518 

Scott 

10 

316 

118 

413 

Lee 

62 

330 

( 

113) 

Total 

400 

2,873 

1,434 

2,703 

District  of  Hunter,  whig 

Caroline 

219 

317 

464 

462 

Essex 

130 

87 

127 

mj. 

King  William 

61 

185 

(139 

220) 

Kings  tx.  Queens 

199 

276 

302 

314 

Middlesex 

62 

96 

103 

118 

1336.  1840. 


Counties. 

White. 

Van  Buren. 

Whirr 

Deni. 

District  of  Banks,  democrat. 

Spottsylvania 

207 

282 

371 

338 

Orange  & Greene  213 

386 

(251 

326) 

Madison 

32 

307 

(84 

482) 

Culpepper 

251 

342 

401 

295 

Rappahannock 

171 

196 

319 

295 

Total 

878 

1,513 

1,426 

1,736 

District  of  Bolts,  whig. 

Richmond  city 

455 

138 

418 

51 

Henrico 

287 

246 

503 

329 

Hanover 

268 

386 

30 

mj. 

New  Kent  and  ) 

108 

57 

364 

170 

Charles  city,  J 

103 

31 

Total 

1,221 

853 

1,315 

550 

District  of  Beirne,  democrat. 

Monroe 

223 

558 

417 

431 

Greenbrier 

371 

212 

468 

173 

Giles  and  Mercer 

159 

254 

(159 

254) 

Nicholas  and  ) 

119 

53 

563 

mj. 

Fayette  ) 

120 

136 

Kenhawa 

497 

228 

467 

222 

Logan 

57 

157 

(mi.  51) 

Cabell 

192 

206 

(259 

466) 

Total 

1,738 

1,804 

2,333 

1,597 

District  of 

Coles,  democrat. 

Campbell 

478 

477 

612 

367 

Halitax 

183 

732 

250 

495 

Pittsylvania 

641 

529 

678 

357 

Total 

1,302 

1,738 

1,540 

1,219 

District  of  Craig,  democrat. 

Augusta 

821 

302 

(821 

302) 

Rockbridge 

408 

379 

565 

473 

Botetourt  and  ) 

408 

472 

Roanoke  j 

181 

799 

219 

231 

Allegany 

30 

153 

84 

148 

Montg’y  &.  Pulaski  163 

389 

333 

227 

Floyd 

16 

309 

137 

227 

Total 

1,619 

2,331 

2,617 

2,185 

District 

of  Dromgoole,  democrat. 

Brunswick 

177 

253 

1S2 

320 

Dinwiddie 

168 

161 

325 

655 

Lunenburg 

132 

202 

210 

280 

Mechlenburg 

206 

420 

293 

401 

— 



— 



Total 

683 

1,041 

1.008 

1,356 

District  of 

Garland,  whig. 

Albemarle 

524 

676 

677 

482 

Amherst 

246 

255 

357 

311 

Nelson 

118 

219 

135 

nj. 

Louisa 

116 

458 

383 

J 398 

Fluvanna 

56 

300 

248 

51 

— 

— 



Total 

1,060 

1,908 

1,800 

1,242 

District  of  Goggin,  whig. 

Bedlord 

511 

482 

595 

283 

Franklin 

348 

530 

547 

442 

Henry 

238 

213 

277 

215 

Patrick 

177 

294 

357 

152 

Total 

1,274 

1,519 

1,776 

1,092 

District  of  Hill,  whig. 

Charlotte 

245 

332 

343 

337 

Prince  Edward 

216 

273 

298 

282 

Cumberland 

241 

216 

302 

262 

Buckingham 

297 

468 

504 

602 

Total 

999 

1.289 

1,447 

1,383 

District  of  Holleman,  democrat. 

Isle  of  Wight 

49 

253 

(62 

517) 

Princess  Ann 

195 

56 

377 

281 

Nansemond 

185 

76 

386 

294 

Norfolk  borough 

234 

99 

435 

232 

Norfolk  county 

320 

163 

631 

458 

Elizabeth  city 

60 

22 

111 

51 

Total 

1,043 

669 

2,002 

1,833 

* 



— 





Total 

671 

960 

1,135 

1,114 

District  of  Johnson,  democrat. 

Harrison 

246 

610 

(593 

722) 

Lewis  and  > 
Braxton  j 

144 

15 

243 

42 

(159 

285) 

Pocahontas 

28 

145 

110 

171 

Randolph 

293 

160 

409 

280 

Mason  and  ) 

204 

170 

262 

215 

Jackson  ( 

113 

152 

132 

200 

Wood 

315 

249 

466 

897 

Total 

1,358 

1,762 

2,131 

2,270 

District  of  Jones,  democrat. 

Amelia 

83 

120 

229 

252 

Powhatan 

161 

176 

214 

106 

Chesterfield 

243 

353 

mj.  40 

Nottaway 

70 

174 

209 

207 

Goochland 

77 

282 

(67 

282) 

Total 

624 

1,105 

719 

887 

District  of  Lucas,  democrat. 

Jefferson 

400 

269 

519 

373 

Frederick 

281 

518 

595 

658 

Morgan 

46 

100 

195 

135 

Berkley 

380 

266 

474 

372 

Hampshire 

396 

407 

584 

534 

Total 

1,503 

1,560 

2,367 

2,075 

District  of  Rives,  democrat. 

Southampton 

185 

192 

355 

369 

Price  George 

71 

154 

142 

225 

Sussex 

46 

314 

(64 

265) 

Surry 

41 

103 

(118 

157) 

Greenville 

102 

171 

mj.  53 

Petersburg 

183 

125 

220 

264 

Total 

628 

963 

899 

1,233 

District  of  Samuels,  democrat. 

Clark  & Warren 

158 

301 

mj.  28 

Shenandoah 

52 

735 

(52 

735) 

Rockingham 

129 

792 

252 

469 

Page 

18 

247 

(94 

258 

Hardy 

285 

137 

319 

160 

Pendleton 

217 

382 

(243 

365) 

Bath 

114 

206 

186 

192 

Total 

973 

2,800 

1,146 

2,209 

District  of  Steenrod,  democrat. 

Monongalia 

309 

968 

820 

1,021 

Brooke 

181 

413 

338 

406 

Ohio 

536 

239 

446 

156 

Tyler 

143 

223 

372 

280 

Marshall 

229 

297 

427 

395 

Preston 

156 

300 

(156 

300) 

Total 

1,554 

2,440 

2,559 

2,558 

District  of  Taliaferro,  whig. 

Lancaster 

93 

76 

(153 

98) 

Richmond 

115 

108 

(171 

136) 

Northumberland 

77 

185 

118 

197 

Westmoreland 

150 

52 

(230 

61) 

King  George 

143 

52 

169 

136 

Stafford 

148 

178 

252 

271 

Prince  William 

96 

232 

146 

282 

Total 

827 

883 

1,239 

1,181 

District  of 

Wise,  whig. 

Accomac 

617 

30 

806 

150 

Gloucester 

177 

126 

12  mj. 

Warwick 

60 

21 

110 

51 

James  city, 

131 

3 

York,  ahd 

[ 234 

11 

179 

1 

Williamsburg, 

88 

2 

Matthews 

61 

131 

175 

192 

Northampton 

284 

6 

229 

36 

Total 

1,433 

325 

1,730 

435 

District  of  McCarty,  whig,. 

Fairfax 

230 

176 

270 

279 

Fauquier 

429 

363 

554 

307 

Loudon 

955 

254 

(955 

254) 

Totat 

1,614 

793 

1,779 

740 

RECAPITULATION. 


Districts. 

White. 

V.  Buren. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

1. 

Banks 

878 

1,513 

1,426 

1,736 

2. 

Botts 

1,221 

858 

1,315 

550 

3. 

Beirne 

1,738 

1,804 

2,333 

1,597 

4. 

Coles 

1,302 

1,738 

1,540 

1,219 

5. 

Craig 

1,619 

2,331 

2,617 

2,185 

6. 

Dromgoole 

683 

1,041 

1,008 

1,356 

7. 

Garland 

1,060 

1,908 

1,800 

1,242 

8. 

Goggin 

1,274 

1,519 

1,776 

1,092 

9. 

Hill 

999 

1,289 

1,447 

1,383 

10. 

Holleman 

1,043 

669 

2,002 

1,833 

11. 

Hopkins 

400 

2,873 

1,434 

2,703 

12. 

Hunter 

671 

960 

1,135 

1,114 

13. 

Johnson 

1,358 

1,762 

2,131 

2,270 

14. 

Jones 

624 

1,105 

719 

887 

15. 

Lucas 

1,503 

1,560 

2,367 

2,072 

16. 

McCarty 

1,614 

793 

1,779 

740 

17. 

Rives 

628 

963 

899 

1,233 

18. 

Samuels 

973 

2,800 

1,146 

2,209 

19. 

Steenrod 

1,554 

2,440 

2,559 

2,558 

20. 

Taliaferro 

827 

883 

1,239 

1,181 

21. 

Wise 

1,433 

325 

1,730 

435 

Total 

23,402 

31,134 

34,922 

32,595 

Mr.  Van  Buren’s  majority  in  1836 

7,732 

2,327 

Harrison’s  in  1840, 

Nett  Harrison  gain,  10,059 

In  the  preceding  estimate,  I have  given  the  po- 
pular vote  of  the  recent  spring  election  wherever 
there  was  a contest.  Where  there  was  no  actual 
contest,  as  was  the  case  in  about  thirty  counties,  I 
have  taken  the  popular  congressional  vote  of  1839. 
In  a few  counties  there  has  been  no  fair  trial  since 
1836.  Although,  obviously  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  whigs  to  date  back  the  vote,  when  our  gain  has 
been  so  interrupted,  yet  that  furnishes  the  only  ap- 
proachable estimate  of  the  strength  of  parties.  It 
will  be  seen,  however,  that,  notwithstanding  I have 
been  obliged  to  substitute  past,  and  consequently 
unfavorable  votes,  we  still  have  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  popular  vote  of  more  than  twenty- 
three  hundred,  and  a net  gain  since  the  presidential 
election  of  nearly  ten  thousand.  We  have  majori- 
ties, too,  in  fourteen  of  the  21  congressional  dis- 
tricts. T.  M.  B. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

A grand  celebration  of  the  completion  of  the 
state  capitol  and  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  rail  road, 
commenced  at  Raleigh  on  Wednesday  last,  and  was 
kept  up  for  three  days,  in  dinners,  balls  and  rail  road 
excursions.  Seven  hundred  guests  were  present. 

The  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  company 
have  made  au  arrangement  with  the  post  office  de- 
partment by  which  the  company  agree  to  light 
Cape  Fear  river,  so  as  to  enable  their  boat  to  go 
out  at  night;  in  consideration  of  which  their  yearly 
pay  for  transporting  the  mail  is  to  be  increased 
#5,000.  The  arrangement  serves  to  expedite  the 
mails  between  New  York  and  Charleston,  twenty 
hours  within  contract  time. 

GEORGIA. 

The  Athens  (Geo.)  manufacturing  company  suf- 
fered a loss  of  about  #25,000  by  the  late  flood. 
One  end  of  the  principal  building  was  undermined 
and  fell  in,  with  all  the  machinery  in  that  part  of 
the  structure.  Their  saw  mill  was  carried  away 
entirely. 

ALABAMA. 

Whig  convention.  On  the  1st  inst.  a great  whig 
convention  was  held  in  Tuscaloosa,  the  capital  of 
Alabama.  We  learn  from  the  Mobile  Advertiser 
that  the  convention  was  organized  by  choosing  the 
hon.  John  S.  Hunter,  of  Lowndes  county,  president, 
and  the  appointment  of  seven  vice  presidents  and 
five  secretaries.  More  than  one  thousand  delegates 
are  estimated  to  have  been  present,  and  hundreds  of 
ladies  graced  the  convention  with  their  presence. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
presidential  electors  by  the  whig  convention — Ar- 
thur F.  Hopkins,  James  Abercrombie,  John  Gayle, 
Henry  W.  Hilliard,  Thomas  Williams,  Harry  J. 
Thornton  and  Nicholas  Davis. 

LOUISIANA, 

Unostentatious  generosity.  Monroe  Edwards,  esq. 
of  the  parish  of  Iberville,  Louisiana,  has  manumitted 
one  hundred  and  sixty  slaves.  He  is  now  in  this 
city,  and  has  just  had  the  deed  of  manumission  pre- 
pared at  Wiyght  & Walker’s  office,  from  whom 
we  derived  the  information.  [Cin.  Gaz. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  governor  of  Illinois  has  received  a letter  from 
Messrs.  Wright  &.  Co.  of  London,  in  which  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state  is  severely  handled  for  its 
course  last  winter,  in  reference  to  its  public  works 
its  state  debt,  and  (he  contract  with  them  for  the 
sale  of  state  bonds.  [Sun. 

I MISSOURI. 

Bank  of  Missouri.  The  St.  Louis  Era  states  that 
a meeting  of  the  bank  directors  took  place  recently 
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in  that  cily,  at  which  an  order  was  passed,  direct- 
ing the  investment  of  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  Illinois  bank  notes  in  the  purchase  ol 
drafts  upon  New  Orleans  and  Philadelphia.  The 
money  had  accumulated  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank, 
and  the  mode  thus  adopted  for  employing  it,  was 
expected  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

MICHIGAN. 

An  administration'state  convention  is  to  assem- 
ble at  Niles  on  the  24th  inst.  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  presidential  electors,  and  representatives 
to  the  next  congress. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Ex-president  Jackson.  A committee  from 
each  branch  of  the  Ohio  legislature  addressed  an 
invitation  to  gen.  Jackson  requesting  him  to  join 
his  friends  in  celebrating  the  approaching  anniver- 
sary of  our  independence  at  Columbus.  The  fol- 
lowing is  his  reply: 

Hermitage,  May  11,  1840. 

Gentlemen: — I had  the  honor  to  receive  by  due 
course  of  mail,  your  flattering  communication  ol 
the  17th  of  February  last,  enclosing  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Ohio, 
by  which  I am  invited  to  unite  with  them  and  the 
friends  of  the  state  in  celebrating  the  approaching 
anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 

An  answer  to  this  communication  has  been  de- 
ferred thus  long  because  of  my  earnest  wish  to  ac- 
cept it,  should  the  state  of  my  health  have  continued 
such  as  to  authorise  the  hope  that  1 could  perform 
the  journey.  But  rinding  that  my  strength  has  not 
latterly  increased,  1 am  constrained  to  give  up  the 
agreeable  wish,  and  must  request  you  to  convey  to 
the  legislature  and  the  people  of  Ohio  my  sincere 
regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  wait  upon 
them  in  person  and  thank  them  for  the  very  distin- 
guished honor  they  have  paid  me. 

I shall  ever  feel  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the  people 
of  Ohio  for  the  many  proofs  they  have  given  me  of 
their  respect  and  confidence;  and  it  is  increased  by 
the  cordial  terms  in  which  their  representatives  on 
this  occasion  have  been  pleased  to  renew  their  ap- 

robation  of  my  conduct  whilst  in  public  service. — 

n a country  like  ours,  free  and  intelligent,  public 
opinion  is  the  great  lever  by  which  the  government 
is  held  to  its  proper  functions,  and  we  are  authorised 
from  all  our  experience  to  look  to  it  as  the  best 
guaraniy  that  our  institutions  will  be  as  permanent 
as  they  have  been  hitherto  glorious  to  the  cause  of 
popuiar  liberty.  To  be  assured  that  my  conduct 
when  subjected  to  this  exalted  test,  can  hear  the  fa- 
vorable judgment  expressed  by  the  legislature  of 
your  state,  is  therefore  an  honor  of  the  highest  kind, 
and  one  to  which  I feel  that  1 am  indebted  more  to 
their  kindness  and  liberality  than  to  any  merit  of 
my  own,  save  that  of  an  honest  intention  in  all  my 
public  acts  to  pursue  fearlessly  what  1 (bought  would 
conduce  to  the  interest  of  my  country. 

I I is  particularly  gratifying  to  me  gentlemen,  to 
be  assured  by  your  legislature  that  the  grounds  on 
which  I rested  my  opposition  to  the  enchroachments 
of  the  money  power  are  regaided  with  favor  by  the 
people  of  Ohio.  The  dangers  of  that  power,  now' 
more  evident  because  they  are  brought  closer  to  the 
observation  and  business  concerns  of  all  classes  of 
our  citizens,  form  in  my  judgment  the  only  cloud  in 
our  political  horizon.  In  all  other  aspects  the  in- 
fluences universe  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions 
seem  todiove  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  people, 
.and  such,  J -'doubt  not,  will  be  the  case  with  those 
-wielded  by  the  money  power  as  soon  as  the  public 
tvoiceihas  another  opportunity  of  acting  upon  them. 
All  that  we  have  to  do  on  this  subject,  is  to  pereserve 
a little  longer,  maintaining  the  doctrines  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  suggestions  of  common  sense.  We 
know  that  our  fathers  who  framed  the  constitution 
gave  to  congress  no  povvef  to  charter  a bank,  and 
we  connot  err,  therelore,  ph  saying  that  if  our  go- 
VeJflPW.'t  had  never  departed  from  their  example, 
five  would  have  had  none  of  the  evils  which  now  af- 
flict us  in  consequence  of  bank  suspensions,  and  an 
irredeemable  [#»per .currency.  We  know  that  if  the 
government  deposited  none  of  the  money  of  the 
people  with  hanks,  these  institutions  would  have 
no  power  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  public  trea- 
sury, or  to  influence,  improperly,  questions  of  pub- 
lic policy.  We  know  that  banks  do  not  make  mo- 
ney, but  oply  circulate  their  paper  emissions,  which 
must  be  good  or  bad  according  to  their  capacity  to 
redeem  them  with  specie;  apd  hence  that  there  can 
be  no  confidence  in  them  as  long  as  they  maintain 
the  right  to  suspend  specie  payments  at  pleasure. 

From  such  truths,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  self-evi- 
dent, that  there  is  now  no  relief  for  the  people  but 
jn  the  adoption  of  the  independent  treasury  recom- 
mended by  the  present  administration  of  the  general 
government.  By  this  plan,  the  financial  operations 
of  "the  treasury  will  be  simplified,  and  the  people 
Will  have  the  strongest  guaranty  that  the  money 


which  it  raised  from  them  by  taxation  will  be  ap- 
plied according  to  the  requirements  of  the  consti- 
tution. If  in  addition  to  this  reform  in  our  financial 
system,  congress  would,  at  the  same  time,  pass  a 
general  bankrupt  law,  by  which  the  banks  which 
are  now  in  existence,  or  may  be  hereafter  chartered 
by  the  states,  u'ould  be  bound  to  make  an  equitable 
distribution  of  their  effects  to  their  creditors  when 
they  refuse  to  redeem  their  notes  with  specie,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  there  would  be  an  end  to 
the  evils  of  a depreciated  paper  currency.  These 
measures  being  adopted,  but  little  time  would  be 
requisite  to  enable  those  bankinginstitutions  which 
are  sound,  to  regain  the  public  confidence;  and  the 
labor  of  the  country,  the  farming,  manufacting  arid 
mechanic  interests  would  soon  revive — that  credit 
system  which  is  based  on  real  capital,  and  which 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
our  citizens,  would  be  enlarged,  not  diminished,  by 
the  operation  of  their  measures. 

Congratulating  you,  gentlemen,  on  the  bright 
prospects  which  are  before  us  in  respect  to  the 
adoption  of  a proper  remedy  for  the  existing  dis- 
orders of  our  currency,  and  trusting  that  our  coun- 
try will  soon  be  free  from  the  withering  influences 
of  a money  power  which  is  not  recognized  by  the 
constitution  or  the  true  interests  of  our  country,  I 
remain,  with  sentiments  of  profound  respect  and 
gratitude  to  the  people  and  legislature  of  your  state 
and  to  yourselves.  Your  friend  and  follow  citizen, 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  rea- 
ders the  following  letter  from  hon.  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, a respected  representative  in  congress  from 
the  state  of  Tennessee,  which  explodes  the  foun- 
dation of  one  of  the  contemptible  efforts  to  dispa- 
rage the  republican  candidate  for  the  presidency: 

[Nat.  Int. 

To  the  editors.  Messrs.  Gales  fy  Seaton: — 
Please  publish  in  the  Intelligencer,  the  subjoined 
extract  of  a letter  from  gen.  Harrison,  under  date  of 
the  28th  ultimo.  It  is  in  answer  to  a communica- 
tion which  I addressed  to  him,  relative  to  that  igno- 
minious subjection  to  the  Cincinnati  committee 
which  has  been  so  often  ascribed  to  him.  He  re- 
pels the  imputation  that  his  thoughts  are  subject  to 
the  keeping  or  dictation  of  a committee. 

The  publication  of  the  annexed  portion  ot  his 
letter  is  due  to  gen.  Harrison.  It  will  be  appreci- 
ated by  the  candid  and  just  of  all  parties.  To  give 
it  authenticity,  is  a sufficient  motive  forconnecting 
my  name  with  its  publication.  Yours,  respectfully, 
Joseph  L.  Williams. 

Washington-,  June  6,  1840. 

Extract  from  general  Harrison’s  letter.  “All  the 
connexion  which  I ever  had  with  the  correspond- 
ing committee  of  the  whigs  of  Hamilton  county, 
(that  which  I suppose  has  been  alluded  to)  is,  that 
I requested  the  committee,  through  its  chairman, 
major  Gwynne,  to  give  ttie  information  sought  for, 
in  some  of  the  numerous  letters  I received,  in  rela- 
tion to  my  political  opinions,  and  events  in  my  past 
file.  This  was  to  be  done  hysendidg  to  the  writers 
ol  those  letters  the  documents  which  contained  the 
information  they  sought.  He  was  also  authorised, 
in  cases  where  further  opinions  were  asked  for,  to 
state  my  determidation  to  give  no  other  pledges  of 
what  I would  or  would  not  do,  if  I should  be  elect- 
ed to  the  presidency.  The  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced me  to  adopt  this  determination  are  contained 
in  a letter  written  to  a committee  in  New  Yoik, 
and  which  will,  I presume,  be  soon  published. — 
With  neither  of  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee did  I ever  exchange  one  word,  or,  by  letter, 
give  or  receive  any  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  task  I bad  assigned  to  the  committee  was 
to  be  performed.  Indeed,  I did  not  know,  until  very 
recently,  who  were  the  members  of  the  committee. 
1 could  have  no  doubt  of  their  being  my  political 
and  personal  friends;  and  such  I found  them  to  be. 

“As  it  has  been  asserted  that  I employed  this 
committee  to  write  political  opinions  for  me,  be- 
cause I was  unable  to  write  them  myself,  it  may 
be  proper  to  say,  that  I was  never  in  the  habit  of 
doing  this,  and  that  in  all  the  addresses,  letters, 
speeches,  general  orders,  &c.  which  have  been  pub- 
lished umjer  my  name  and  with  my  sanction,  there 
is  not  a line  that  was  written  or  suggested  by  any 
other  individual.  I do  not  claim  for  these  produc- 
tions any  merit;  nor  would  I consider  myself  blame- 
able  had  I received  the  occasional  assistance  of  my 
friends  in  this  way;  but  I mention  it,  to  show  how 
totally  reckless  are  my  political'  enemies  in  the  as- 
sertions they  make  in  relation  to  me.” 

general  Harrison’s  better  to  mr.  Lyons. 

Jo  the  editors  of  the  Whig. 

Gentlemen — I send  you  herewith  a copy  of  a let- 
ter addressed  by  me  to  gen.  Harrison,  and  his  reply 
to  it.  NIy  letter  furnishes  the  whole  explanation  of 


the  causes  which  induced  me  to  write  it — and  the 
reply  conclusively  vindicates  the  positions  heretofore 
taken  by  the  whigs  in  respect  to  the  opinions  of  gen. 
Harrison.  The  abolition  humbug  is  at  an  end,  and 
the  Enquirer  and  the  ‘ secretaiy  of  the  Van  Buren 
committee”  can  no  longer  ride  upon  that  bubble. — 
The  Enquirer  will  now  be  relieved  from  the  painful 
duty  of  charging  abolitionism  upon  gen.  Harrison, 
while  the  editor  w as  satisfied,  as  he  confessed,  (as  I 
have  been  most  credibly  informed),  that  he  did  not 
believe  be  was  an  abolitionist.  I am  sure  the  editor 
will  find  pleasure  in  retracting  this  imputation  upon 
a venerable  patriot,  of  whom  he  formerly  thought  so 
well  and  spoke  so  kindly,  and  will  announce  to  his 
party  that  if  this  charge  is  to  be  repeated,  they  must 
find  another  to  do  the  “dirty  work.”  There  will  be 
some,  perhaps,  who  will  say,  as  they  or  others  have 
done,  that  if  general  Harrison  be  not  an  abolition- 
ist, he  is  the  candidate  of  the  abolitionists — that 
is,  that  they  will  vote  for  him.  Even  this  is  not 
true;  although  I am  sure,  that  many  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren’s  drummers  and  trainers,  and  possibly  some  of 
bis  captains,  feared  that  it  might  be  true,  and  there- 
fore, have  been  most  anxious  to  draw  from  gen.  Har- 
rison a new'  expression  of  hisopinions,  with  the  view 
thereby  to  secure  the  votes  of  the  abolitionists  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  secure  his  election. 

If  by  such  means  the  partizans  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
can  elect  him,  let  them  do  it;  but  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia, at  least,  will,  I hope,  understand  the  trick  by 
which,  under  the  pretence  of  opposing  the  abolition- 
ists, they  are  to  be  made  to  act  with  them.  If  this  be 
not  the  design  of  the  Van  Buren  managers,  they  will 
prefer  to  see  Mr.  Van  Buren  beaten,  rathep  than 
elected  by  the  aid  of  the  abolitionists — because,  by 
their  argument,  if  the  abolitionists  vote  for  him,  it 
will  be  evidence  that  he  is  their  candidate,  and  an 
abolitionist — and  his  southern  lriends,  at  least,  must 
drop  him  the  moment  it  is  ascertained  that  he  is  an 
abolitionists,  or  else  they  will,  in  voting  for  him, 
commit  the  terrible  sin  (as  I really  think  it)  of  voting 
for  an  abolitionist.  Now,  I put  it  to  the  candid 
among  the  southern  friends  ot  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to 
say,  if  there  is  one  of  them  who  will  say,  that  being 
certain  lhat  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  be  elected  with 
the  aid  of  the  abolitionists,  and  must  be  defeated 
without  that  aid,  he  would  prefer  defeat  without  the 
aid,  to  success  with  it.  1 have,  in  public  discussion, 
as  well  as  in  conversation,  put  this  question  to  ma- 
ny— and  I have  not  yet  found  one  so  uncandid  as  to 
say  that  he  would  prefer  the  defeat.  The  friends  of 
Mr. Van  Buren  have  too  much  sense  to  avow  or  prac- 
tice any  such  folly — first,  because  they  go  for  the 
success  of  the  man  they  choose,  without  regard  to 
the  quality  of  the  voter;  arid  secondly,  because  they 
know  that  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  be  not  an  abolitionist, 
(as  I am  sure  lie  is  not)  the  support  of  the  abolitionists 
in  (his  country  cannot  make  him  one.  If  this  Were 
not  so,  then  the  candidate  would  take  his  hue  in  every 
case  from  the  voters,  and  the  president,  being  elect- 
ed by  the  votes  of  abolitionists  and  anti-abolitionists, 
would  be  both  an  abolitionist  and  anti-abolitionist; 
and  so,  being,  voted  for  by  knaves  as  well  as  honest 
men,  he  would  be  both  a knave  and  an  honest  than, 
which  I believe  exceeds  the  power  of  even  the  “Lit- 
tle Magician.”  This  would  be  fatal  doctrine  for  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  for  as  he  certainly  has  retained  rogues 
in  office,  and  thereby  supported  them,  while  they  in 
turn  support  him,  by  their  support  of  him,  (to  say 
nothing  of  his  support  of  them),  his  friends  would 
prove  him  a rogue,  which  I am  sure  he  is  not,  while  I 
condemn  him  deeply  lor  not  dismissing  (he  “rogues,” 
and  the  “royalists”  along  with  them. 

I am  happy,  also,  in  saying,  that  I believe  lhat  the 
editor  of  the  Enquirer  (if  not,  the  secretary  of  the 
committee),  will  find  another  source  of  pleasure  in 
the  confirmation  now  afforded  to  him  of  tile  judg- 
ment pionounced  by  him  upon  gen.  Harrison,  when 
he  declared  not  only  that  be  was  a democratic  gene- 
ral, at  the  head  of  a victorious  army.  He  spoke  then 
a9  he  really  felt — the  same  patriotic  and  republican 
spirit  moved  him  when  he  pronounced  the  “mild” 
but  “modest  and  courageous  Harrison”  “a  democra- 
tic general,”and  Jackson“a  tyrant, ’and  todeprecate 
his  election  as  “a  curse.”  If  the  distinguished  editor 
has  not  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  he  was  right  in 
both  opinions,  he  will  not  therefore  find  the  less  gra- 
tification in  the  conviction  that  he  was  light  in  one  of 
them  and  therefore  promptly  retract  the  charge  made 
in  a moment  of  lorgeffulness  (to  which  even  the 
brightest  old  age  is  subject),  that  general  Harrison 
is  a federalist.  He  will  not  longer  permit  gen.  Har- 
rison to  be  assailed  in  his  paper,  because  lie  was  the 
personal  friend  of  John  Adams,  whose  name  is  iden- 
tified with  our  revolution  as  one  of  its  earliest,  ablest 
and  most  fearless  advocates.  Those  who  “pig  in  the; 
same  truckle  bed”  (to  use  a favourite  phrase  of  the- 
editor)  w'ith  Benton,  Blair,  Kendall  and  Duncan, 
cannot  think  it  a reproach  to  be  the  personal  friend 
of  a revolutionary  patriot,  in  whom  Washington  con- 
fided and  of  whom,  Mi.  Jefferson  said  to  Sir.  Ma- 
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dison,  “Mr.  Adams  and  myself  were  cordial  friends 
from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution.”  “His  devia- 
tion from  that  line  of  politics,  on  which  we  had  been 
united,  has  not  made  me  less  sensible  of  the  rectitude 
of  his  heart,” — and  to  Mr.  Gerry  “I  entirely  com- 
mend your  dispositions  toward  Mr.  Adams,  knowing 
his  worth  as  intimately,  and  esteeming  it  as  much, 
as  any  one,  and  acknowledging  the  preference  of  his 
claims,  if  any  I could  have  had,  to  the  high  office 
conferred  on  him.”  Let  those  who  support  all  the 
abuses,  robberies  and  usurpations,  which  have  char- 
acterised the  present  administration  of  the  federal 
government,  who  denounce  its  leading  measures  as 
dangerous  to  liberty,  and  yet  swear  to  “sink  or 
swim”  with  “the  man,”  denounce  the  patriot  who 
achieved  that  liberty  which  they  surrender  to  “the 
man,”  and  proclaim  itasin  to  think  well  of  him  who 
was  the  friend  of  Washington  and  Jelferson — it  will, 
perhaps,  not  excite  surprise,  (but  I mistake  the  peo- 
le  of  Virginia  if  it  does  not  excite  disgust),  and  may 
e in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  times;  for  such 
things  have  happened  before.  The  good  and  the 
great  are  always  most  reviled,  and 

The  little  boatman  with  his  Peter  bell, 

Will  sneer  at  him  who  drew  Achitophel. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  LYONS. 

Richmond,  Jlpril  1 \th,  1840. 

Bear  sir — The  circumstances  which  this  letter 
will  explain,  will  excuse  me  I hope,  for  intruding 
myself  upon  your  attention. 

Among  the  numerous  charges  which  have  been 
put  into  circulation  against  you  by  the  presses  and 
partizansof  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  two  most  relied  upon 
and  deemed  most  potent  in  the  south,  are — that  you 
are  a federalist  and  an  abolitionist.  Satisfied,  fioin 
the  evidence  before  them  and  the  whole  county,  that 
these  charges  are  equally  unsustained  by  truth,  your 
friends  have  met,  denied,  and  as  they  believe,  refut- 
ed them.  As  the  prospect  of  your  election  increases 
however,  and  the  heart  of  the  patriot  revives  with  the 
hope  of  the  success  of  one,  fiom  w hom  he  expects  a 
wise,  economical  and  republican  administration,  the 
malignity  of  your  enemies  seems  to  increase,  and  the 
spoilsmen  become  more  reckless  and  desperate  in 
ttieir  efforts  to  retain  the  power  by  which  they  make 
their  spoil;  of  this  the  conclusive  evidence  will  be 
found  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  10th  inst.  in 
a production  purporting  to  be  an  address  from  the 
Van  Buren  central  committee  here.  In  that  address, 
it  is  roundly  asserted  that  you  are  a federalists  and 
an  abolitionist,  and  that  your  friends  in  the  south 
support  you,  knowing  that  you  are  so.  Thi3  state- 
ment is  made  here  w ith  a knowledge  of  the  views 
entertained  by  the  whigs  of  Virginia,  as  expressed 
in  the  address  to  the  people  of  the  state,  published 
by  their  convention,  which  was  held  in  this  city  in 
the  month  of  February  last,  of  which  I send  you  a 
copy  by  the  mail  of  this  day.  I regard  the  charge, 
therefore,  as  an  impudent  falsehood  against  you  as 
it  certainly  is  against  the  wdiigs  of  Virginia,  at  whom 
it  is  especially  levelled;  and  if  made  by  an  anonymous 
scribbler  in  a newspaper,  might  be  passed  by  with 
contempt.  But  as  the  charge  is  now  put  forth  in  an 
imposing  form,  and  the  subject  of  abolition  is  one  qf 
absorbing  interest  and  paramount  importance — and 
as  I could  not,  and  I am  sure  the  whigs  of  Virginia, 
and  the  south  generally,  would  not  vote  for  any  abo- 
litionist living  to  be  the  president  ofthe  United  States; 
(scarcely  sooner  than  they  would  for  a Florida  In- 
dian), and  as  I have  been  placed  before  the  people 
of  this  state  for  the  office  of  elector  upon  the  whig 
ticket,  I have  thought  it  due  to  you,  to  the  whig 
cause,  and  to  myself,  to  ask  you  to  furnish,  under 
your  own  hand,  your  denial  of  the  charge,  in  a letter 
to  me,  which  I may  publish. 

I beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  denial  which  I expect 
will,  in  my  opinion,  advance  your  cause  with  all 
good  and  reflecting  men  through  the  land;  but  whe- 
ther it  will  advance  or  injure  it,  it  is  equally  due  to 
yourself  and  to  us,  that  you  should  furnish  it,  as  I 
am  satisfied  that  you  would  be  as  unwilling  to  ad- 
vance that  cause  by  any  fraud,  as  we  should  be  to  be 
made  the  instruments  apparently,  or  dupes  of  it. — 
Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  say  to  itfe,  whether  you  still 
entertain  the  sentiments  upon  the  subjectof  abolition 
expressed  in  your  speech  at  Vincennes,  in  1835; 
whether  you  ever  were  a member  of  an  abolition  so- 
ciety in  Virginia,  and  whether  you  have  designated 
the  Richmond  society  as  an  abolition  society;  and 
what  was  your  political  connection,  ifany,  with  the 
old  federal  party.  With  great  respect,  I am,  sir, 
your  friend,  &c.  JAMES  LYONS. 

To  gen.  W.  H.  Harrison,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

GENERAL  HARRISONS  REPLY. 

North  Bend,  1st  June,  1340. 

My  dear  sir:  When  I received  your  letter  of 
the  14th  of  April,  I was  very  unwell  with  a violent 
«old  in  the  head,  which  terminated  in  intermittent 


neuralgia,  or  sun  pain,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
which  was  so  much  increased  by  writing,  that  I was 
obliged  for  some  time  to  do  very  little  in  that  way. 
When  I recovered,  my  unanswered  letters  had  in- 
creased to  so  fearful  a mass  that  I have  not  yet  been 
able  to  get  through  it,  even  with  the  assistance  of 
my  conscience  keeping  committee.  And  although  I 
have  adopted  the  method  of  getting  rid  of  a large 
portion  of  them  by  committing  them  to  the  flames 
instead  of  the  committee,  such  are  the  constant  inter- 
ruptions to  which  I am  subjected  by  a constant 
stream  of  visitors,  that  I am  able  to  make  very  little 
progress  in  lessening  my  file.  You  have  in  the  above 
my  apology  lor  treating  you  with  apparent  neglect 
which  it  was  impossible  that  I should  do,  as  well 
from  your  high  standing  in  society,  as  from  the  re- 
gard I feel  for  you  in  consequence  of  the  long  and 
intimate  friendship  and  connexion  between  our  fa- 
milies. But  for  those  reasons,  candor  induces  me 
to  say,  that  I could  never  have  brought  myself  to 
answer  the  political  part  of  your  letter  at  all.  I am 
convinced  that  upon  reflection  you  will  yourself 
think  that  it  was  totally  unnecessary,  for  I cannot 
suppose  that  my  personal  friends  and  connexions  in 
my  native  state  could  think  that  1 was  less  ot  a gentle- 
man or  an  honest  man  than  those  ardent  politicians 
farther  south — Stanly,  Allord,  Legare,  Dawson, 
King,  Stc.  &.c.  They  take  it  for  granted  that  I could 
not  suffer  my  Vincennes  speech  and  others  to  be 
quoted  by  my  friends  to  show  my  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  abolitionism,  if  I did  not  hold  those  opi- 
nions at  this  time — they  have  therefore  treated  with 
scorn  and  contempt,  ttie  charge  of  my  being  an  abo- 
litionist, and  truly  assert  that  I have  done  and  suf- 
fered more  to  support  southern  rights  than  any  other 
person  north  of  Mason  & Dixon’s  line.  I have  had 
indeed,  a great  number  of  applications  from  indivi- 
duals (nine-tenths,  at  least,  my  opponents)  requiring 
me  to  reiterate  wdiat  I have  said  or  written  upon  the 
subject  of  the  United  States  bank,  abolition,  &c.  I 
have  declined  to  answer  them  of  late  at  all;  amongst 
all  other  reasons,  because  it  was  physically  impos- 
sible that  I should  do  it,  and  as  they  all  require  my 
opinions  in  manuscript,  particularly  addressed  to  the 
writers,  they  would  not  be  satisfied  with  in)'  writing 
one  letter  and  sending  a printed  copy  to  each.  I 
was  determined,  however,  to  avail  myself  of  the  first 
favorable  opportunity,  and  referring  to  the  letters 
and  speeches  I had  made  on  the  subjects  I have  men- 
tioned, to  endoise  them  all.  This  I have  recently 
done  in  a letter  to  a committee  appointed  by  the 
Whig  members  of  the  legislature  of  New  York. — 
You  will  probably  see  it  published  by  the  time  this 
reaches  you.  In  relation  to  the  discussion  between 
Mr.  Randolph  and  myself  in  the  senate,  of  which  a 
statement  is  annexed  to  the  address,  what  better  evi- 
dence could  be  given,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
satisfying  my  political  enemies  by  any  thing  that  I 
could  write  than  the  garbled  account  which  they  have 
given  of  that  discussion?  Ifthe  charge  made  upon  me 
by  Mr.  Randolph  is  authentic,  taken  from  a news- 
paper report,  surely  my  answer  to  him  should  be 
considered  so  also.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  too,  that 
Mr.  Randolph  made  no  reply  to  my  answer  to  his 
attack,  and  that  he  was  not  a man  to  leave  a matter 
in  that  situation  if  he  could  avoid  it.  The  truth  is, 
that  I believe  he  really  regretted  his  attack  upon  me. 
He  repeatedly  told  me  so,  and  frequently  solicted 
me  to  bury  the  hatchet  at  a friendly  dinner  with 
him,  which  I agreed  to  do.  At  the  dinner  was  Mr. 
Calhoun,  Mr.  Hayne  and  gen.  Hamilton,  and  many 
others,  all  but  myself  of  the  Jackson  party.  Our 
friendly  intercourse  was  never  afterwards  interrupt- 
ed. In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  as  to  my  connection 
with  the  old  federal  party,  I will  state  to  you  the 
circumstances  under  which  I received  two  appoint- 
ments from  Mr.  John  Adams.  In  the  year  1796, 
gen.  Wayne  left  the  army  on  a visit  to  Philadelphia. 
I had  been  recently  married  and  tendered  to  him  my 
resignation  as  his  aid-de-camp,  but  he  declined  re- 
ceiving it;  saying  he  could  very  well  dispense  with 
my  services  on  his  journey.  It  was  during  this  trip 
that  he  obtained  the  promise  of  general  Washington 
to  give  me  a civil  appointment,  as  I had  expressed 
my  determination  to  leave  the  army.  This  promise, 
the  president  repeated  to  my  brother.  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  then  in  congress,  with  some  very  kind  re- 
marks upon  my  conduct  in  the  army.  When  gen. 
Washington  left  the  presidency,  I have  reason  tobe- 
lieve  that  he  obtained  a promise  from  Mr.  Adams  to 
fulfil  his  intentions.  When  the  office  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  northwestern  territory  became  vacant,  Mr. 
Adams  appointed  me, although  I was  opposed  by  col. 
Pickering,  the  secretary  of  state.  In  1799,  I was 
selected  by  the  republican  party  of  the  territorial  le- 
gislature to  be  their  candidate  tor  the  appointment  of 
delegate  to  congress.  Between  Mr.  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
jr.  (son  of  gov.  St.  Clair),  the  federal  candidate  and 
myself,  the  votes  were  divided  precisely  as  the  two 
parties  stood  in  the  legislature,  with  the  exception  of 
one  republican  who  was  induced  by  his  regard  forthe 


governor  to  vote  for  his  son.  The  vote  was  11  to 
10,  not  one  of  the  nine  federalists  voting  for  me. — 
Before  I left  Cincinnati,  the  republican  members 
made  me  promise  not  to  suffer  rny  known  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  the  administration  to  interfere 
with  the  attainment  of  the  great  object  for  which  I 
was  sent.  Upon  my  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  I was 
received  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  most  flattering  man- 
ner. At  his  dinner  parlies,  where  I was  often  a 
guest,  he  seemed  to  take  great  pleasure  in  speaking 
of  my  lather’s  services  in  the  revolutionary  con- 
gress, relating  many  anecdotes  to  show  his  devotion 
to  the  cause,  and  the  effect  which  his  pleasantries 
produced  in  cheering  them  in  the  gloom,  which  the 
occasionally  unpromising  state  of  their  affairs  olten 
produced.  I had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Adams 
on  politics,  farther  than  to  explain  to  him  my  views 
in  relation  to  the  change  in  ttie  system  of  selling  the 
public  lands,  which  I was  glad  to  find  he  approved. 
As  soon  as  the  law  was  passed  for  the  division  of  the 
north  western  territory,  I was  informed  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Mr.  Adams  to  nominate  me  to  the 
government  of  Indiana.  I hesitated  not  a moment  to 
declare  that  I would  not  accept  it,  although  very 
much  pressed  to  do  so  by  several  leading  federal 
members  of  congress.  I was  not  Jong  in  discover- 
ing the  motives  of  these  gentlemen.  There  had 
been  some  meetings  of  the  people  of  the  territory, 
in  which  resolutions  had  been  adopted  recommend- 
ing me  to  the  president  for  the  government  of  the 
teiritory,  (northwestern)  instead  of  governor  St. 
Clair. 

Those  resolutions,  with  correspondent  addresses, 
had  been  forwarded  to  the  president  and  senate. 
Now  it  so  happened  that  two  distinguished  senators 
had  fixed  their  eyes  upon  the  same  office.  One  of 
them,  who  had  been  most  urgent  for  me  to  go  to  In- 
diana, had  large  possessions  in  the  northwestern  ter- 
ritory, which  was  probably  one  reason  for  his  wish- 
ing to  go  there.  But  the  main  object  was  to  secure 
the  territory  to  the  federal  party,  when  it  should  be- 
come a state,  which  it  was  known  would  soon  be  the 
case.  To  carry  out  this  plan,  it  was  necessary  to 
get  me  out  of  the  way.  The  appointment  was  press- 
ed upon  me,  notwithstanding  my  refusal  to  take  it. 
At  length,  my  relations  and  friends,  the  Messrs. 
Nicholas,  Wilson  Cary  of  the  senate,  and  John  of 
the  house,  prevailed  upon  me  to  accept  it.  They 
pointed  out  the  advantages  to  myself,  and  assured 
me  that  there  was  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  elec- 
tion in  the  ensuing  November,  and  that  I would  be 
continued  governor  of  Indiana,  and  some  republican 
succeed  governor  St.  Clair  in  the  northwestern  ter- 
ritory. 

I therefore  accepted  the  appointment,  with  a de- 
termination, as  Indiana  had  no  voice  in  the  choice  of 
the  president,  that  I would  take  no  part  in  the  con- 
test. 

I have  thus  given  you  a full  account  of  my  con- 
nexion with  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Adams.  I will 
conclude  by  saying,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  lost  no  time 
after  his  inauguration,  to  assure  me  of  his  favor  and 
his  confidence,  and  I think  there  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  I retained  both  to  the  end  of  his  admi- 
nsitration. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  why  I used  the  word 
“abolition”  in  designating  a society  of  which  I was 
a member  in  Richmond,  in  the  year  1791,  instead  of 
the  word  “humane,”  which  is  known  to  be  the  one 
by  which  the  society  was  really  distinguished?  All 
that  I can  say  upon  the  subject  is,  that  if  I did  real- 
ly term  it  an  abolition  society,  a tact  which  I can 
still  hardly  believe,  (for  I have  not  been  able  to  see 
the  paper  containing  my  address  to  the  people  of  the 
district  in  1822)  it  must  have  been  from  (orgetfulness, 
which  might  easily  happen  after  a lapse  of  31  years. 
At  any  rate,  the  word  abolition  was  not  understood 
to  mean  in  1822,  what  it  now  means.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  society  of  w hich  Mr.  Tarlton 
Pleasants  was  a member,  and  which  in  his  publica- 
tion in  the  Richmond  Whig,  he  calls  the  “Humane 
Society  of  Richmond,”  (and  by  this  title  judge  Catch 
who  gave  me  the  certificate  in  1822,  also  designated 
it),  was  the  same  of  which  I was  a member.  Mr. 
Pleasants  was  a member  in  1797,  I in  1791 — Mr. 
Robert  Pleasants  was  the  president  at  the  former 
period,  as  he  was  when  I was  admitted. 

I do  not  wish  what  I have  said  above,  to  be  pub- 
lished, but  I have  no  objection  that  the  facts  should 
be  stated,  and  reference  made  to  me  as  having  fur- 
nished them. 


I have  written  to  a friend  in  congress,  Mr.  Joseph 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  showing  the  connectidq 
which  existed  between  the  Hamilton  county  cor- 
responding committee  and  myself,  and  authorised 
him  to  make  it  public. 

I was  about  to  make  some  further  observations, 
when  I was  interrupted  by  a party  of  gentlemen 
from  Louisville,  and  must  conclude  by  assuring  yog 
that  I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 
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ADDRESS 

Of  the  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York  to  the  electors  of  the 

STATE. 

From  the  Albany  Rough-Hewer. 

[concluded  from  page  236  ] 

Federal  candidate  for  the  presidency.  It  deception 
is  the  gain  of  the  federal  party  in  relation  to  men 
in  power,  it  is  no  less  so  in  relation  to  their  own 
principles,  designs  and  mode  of  operations.  It  is 
well  known  that  a vast  majority  of  that  party  pre- 
ferred Henry  Clay,  and  very  many  of  them  Daniel 
Webster,  as  their  candidate  for  the  presidency.  The 
proud,  unbendingfederalists,  thesurvivors  of  the  Jno. 
Adams  “reign  of  terror,”  preferred  Webster,  because 
he  was  the  consistent,  unchanged  advocate  of  their 
ancient  principles.  Considering  Mr.  Clay  as  an 
apostate  democrat,  they  never  looked  upon  him  with 
the  same  confidence  or  respect.  But  as  Mr.  Clay 
was  not  alone  in  his  apostacy,  and  the-  younger 
members  of  the  federal  party  scarcely  remembered 
him  as  a democrat,  his  bold  and  decisive  character 
gave  him  advantages  over  the  timid  Webster  which 
made  him  the  favorite  of  the  party.  But  that  party 
had  no  hope  of  success  upon  its  principles.  Its  on- 
ly chance  was  to  induce,  by  some  controlling  mo- 
tive, a portion  of  the  people,  who  really  abhor  its 
principles,  to  vote  for  its  candidates.  The  anti-ma- 
sonic  and  abolition  parties  presented  the  only  re- 
sources from  which  such  auxiliaries  were  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  anti-masons  would  not  vote  for  Mr. 
Clay,  because  he  is  a mason;  the  abolitionists  would 
not  vote  for  him  because  he  is  slaveholder.  A com- 
promise was  hit  upon.  There  was  a superannuated 
man,  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  called  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison.  To  the  old  federalists  he  would 
not  be  unacceptable,  because  he  was  himself  a 
federalist  of  the  old  school,  having  approved  the 
high-handed  measures  of  John  Adams’  administra- 
tion. He  was  not  a mason  nor  a slaveholder;  so  that 
he  could  riot  he  peculiarly  repugnant  to  anti-masons 
and  abolitionists.  He  had  moreover  been  a general 
in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  and,  although  he 
had  not  achieved  “a  victory  of  New  Orleans;”  or 
any  thing  like  it,  the  glowing  pens  and  flaming 
tongues  of  federal  whiggery  might  be  able  to  magni- 
fy him  into  a hero  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  thus 
cateli  a little  of  that  popular  enthusiasm  which  they 
supposed  had  raised  general  Jackson  to  the  chair  of 
state,  and  sustained  him  there,  against  all  their  cor- 
ruptions, panics  and  denunciations.  For  these  rea- 
sons, notwithstanding  the  horror  of  the  federal  whigs 
for  military  ehieftains,  the  weak  and  vain  old  gene- 
ral was  selected  by  the  convention  at  Harrisburg  as 
the  candidate  of  their  party. 

And  upon  what  principles  did  this  great  conven- 
tion recommend  the  support  of  their  “military  chief- 
tain” to  the  American  people?  Upon  none  whatsoever. 
They  gave  to -their  country  no  reason  for  their  choice: 
they  published  no  address  setting  forth  the  principles 
of  their  candidate  and  the  policy  he  would  pursue, 
5f  elevated  to  the  chief  magistracy.  Perhaps  the 
task  of  doing  so  was  not  easy.  To  cafeh  the  votes 
oi  federalists  and  democrats,  he  must  appear  to  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  To  be  voted  for  by 
bank  men  and  anti-bank  men,  he  must  not  be  com- 
mitted on  that  point.  To  secure  the  votes  of  masons 
and  anti- masons,  he  must  appear  to  be  neither.  But, 
.above  all,  as  he  was  to  be  the  candidate  of  slave- 
holders in  the  south  and  abolitionists  in  the  north, 
it  would  not  do  to  say  a wGrd  on  that  subject. 

But  the  precautions  of  our  modern  federalists  did 
jjot  s!°P  here.  Some  ot  the  freemen  of  the  repub- 
lic, -not  ca.'-'Ok  to  vote  in  the  dark,  might  take  the 
jiot  unusual  liberty  in  this  country  of  asking  the 
candidate  .for  their  suffrage  what  were  his  principles 
in  relation -to  the  leading  objects  now  under  public 
discussion,  and  the  old  man  might  thwart  the  objects 
of  the  party  by  giving  honest  replies.  A committee 
was,  therefore,  interposed  between  him  and  the  peo- 
ple, to  prevent  their  approaching  him.  They  re- 
ceive letters  addressed  to  him,  and  reply  to  them — 
but,  instead  of  satisfying  the  anxious  inquiries  of  an 
honest  people,  they  tell  them  that  lhe  policy  of  the 
committee  is: 

“ That  the  general  make  no  farther  declaration  of 
his  principles,  for  the  public  eye , whilst  occupying  his 
present  posiiion.” 

These  were  the  words  of  David  Gwynne,  3 ■ C. 
Wright  and  O.  M.  Spencer',  a committee  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  reply  to  a friendly  letter  of  inquiry  from  the 
Oswego  Union  association  in  this  state. 

Here  we  have  a candidate  for  the  highest  station 
in  the  people’s  gift,  cut  off' from  ail  intercourse  with 
the  people,  and  refusing  to  answer  their  honest  in- 
‘ quiries  in  relation  to  his  principles,  or  even  to  per- 
tait  it  to  be  done  by  others.  Whether  the  old  general 
Jias  willingly  interposed  this  screen  between  him  and 
the  people,  or  whether  his  supporters  have  forced 
him  into  this  position,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing 
as  yell  his  incapacity  as  his  principles,  jt  is  equally 


degrading  to  him  and  insulting  to  the  freemen  on 
whose  votes  he  relies  to  place  him  in  the  presiden- 
tial chair. 

And  what  have  we  in  lieu  of  that  frank  and  no- 
ble interchange  of  opinion  upon  subjects  of  high 
public  concern,  between  the  candidate  and  the  peo- 
ple which  becomes  a free  country,  and  does  now,  ac 
it  ever  has  done,  distinguish  the  democratic  leaders 
and  their  party? 

We  have  degrading  appeals  to  the  presumed  igno- 
rance and  prejudices  of  the  people,  as  if  they  were 
as  debased  as  bad  governments  have  made  the  po- 
pulace of  London  and  Paris.  Instead  of  an  address, 
appealing  to  high  principles  as  the  guide  of  those 
who  were  to  rally  under  the  Harrison  banner,  the 
Harrisburg  convention  evidently  projected  a simulta- 
neous movement  throughout  the  country,  by  meet- 
ings and  conventions,  catch-words  and  devices,  to 
bring  to  their  aid  any  other  faculty  of  the  people, 
than  their  reason  and  good  sense.  Glory  to  the  hero 
of  Tippecanoe  became  the  shout,  and  lhe  achieve- 
ments of  Harrison  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  ce- 
lebrated in  song,  and  copious  libations  of  “hard 
cider”  are  poured  out  to  this  artificial  “god  of  bat- 
tles.” Though  living  upon  a large  farm,  and  en- 
riched by  a sinacure  office,  he  was  declared  to  be  a 
poor  man,  and  “the  poor  man’s  candidate.”  His 
fine  frame  bouse  was  converted  into  a “log  cabin,” 
and  the  wine  with  which  he  refreshes  himself,  and 
entertains  bisguests  was  converted  into  “hard  cider.” 
Mimic  log  cabins,  cider  barrels,  mugs  and  canoes, 
graced  the  processions  of  federal  whig  conventions, 
with  banners  of  similar  import,  and  human  beings 
tippling  and  mumbling  gingerbread.  Degrading 
themselves  and  insulting  the  free  and  intelligent 
people  of  the  United  Stales,  these  assemblages  met 
and  dispersed  without  addresses  to  the  people,  or 
any  ennobling  act  or  declaralion  to  atone  for  the  fool- 
eries witfi  which  they  have  disgraced  themselves 
and  their  country.  While  their  candidate  is  shut  up 
from  the  people,  what  rational  motives  are  every 
where  or  any  where  held  out  to  induce  them,  in  ig- 
norance of  his  principles  or  designs,  to  give  him 
(heir  support?  What  a feast  for  the  monarchists  of 
Europe  will  these  fooleries  attord.  How  will  the 
character  of  an  American  citizen  suffer  in  the  eyes 
of  all  mankind. 

Concealment  is  necessary  to  the  success  of  feder- 
alism in  the  United  Slates.  No  sooner  does  it  raise 
its  true  colors,  than  it  is  put  down  by  the  people. — 
The  monarchists  and  aristocrats  in  the  days  of  John 
Adams,  let  out  their  true  principles  in  private  cir- 
cles, but  not  to  the  public;  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
while  volumes  ot  letter’s  written  by  such  republicans 
as  Franklin  and  Jefferson,  have  been  given  to  the 
world,  the  private  correspondence  of  such  men  as 
Hamilton  and  Gouverneur  Morris  has  never  been 
permitted  to  see  the  light.  To  say  one  thing  and 
intend  another,  is  one  of  the  arts  by  which  mankind 
are  subjected  to  monarchist  and  aristocratical  domi- 
nion. But  from  peculiar  circumstances,  Harrison 
cannot  speak:  truth  or  falsehood,  without  destroying 
all  his  chance, s of  success.  In  the  north  he  is  re- 
presented as  an  abolitionist;  in  the  south  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  slavery.  To  say  he  is  one  or  the  other, 
would  lose  him  so  much  strength  as  to  destroy  all 
hope.  He  has  not,  therefore,  the  usual  resort  of  fe- 
deralism, to  say  one  thing  when  it  means  another, 
and  finds  safety  on ly  in  silence.  His  condition  is 
much  the  same  in  relation  to  the  abuses  of  the  bank- 
ing system,  the  tariff,  internal  improvements  and 
the  public  lands.  Once  saddled  upon  the  backs  ot 
a people  who  have  taken  him  upon  faith;  or,  in  the 
language  of  his  committee,  “with  something  akin  to 
generous  confidence,”  which  is,  in  plain  English, 
“for  better  or  for  worse,”  he  may  ride  them  as  he 
pleases,  without  violating  a declaration  or  a pledge. 
But  will  a free  people  consent  to  be  thus  hoodwink- 
ed, saddled,  bridled  and  mounted?  Whenever  they 
do,  they  may  beware  of  the  whip  and  the  spur. 

Electioneering  by  federal  members  of  congress. — 
There  is  another  enormous  engine  at  work  to  mis- 
lead the  people,  and  induce  them  blindly  to  give 
tlieirsuffrages  to  the  ehosen  candidate  of  federalism. 
Recent  developments  have  disclosed  the  fact,  that 
the  opposition  members  of  congress,  instead  of  de- 
voting their  time  to  the  business  of  legislation,  have 
constituted  themselves  into  an  electioneering  asso- 
ciation, with  their  executive  committee,  who  are 
engaged  in  appointing  county  committees  through- 
out the  union  for  mere  electioneering  purposes. — 
With  tile  compensation  allowed  them  for  doing  the 
people’s  business,  they  create  a fund  for  printing  all 
sorts  of  documents,  misrepresenting  the  principles, 
acts  and  designs  of  The  administration,  and  with  the 
aid  of  the  franking  privilege  conferred  on  them  for 
public  purposes,  they  distribute  these  papers  to  their 
county  committees  and  others  throughout  the  union. 
Not  content  with  this  montrous  abuse  of  that  privi- 
lege, they  do  not  hesitate,  when  convenience  requires 
it,  to  transcend  its  legal  limits,  and  commit  palpable 


breaches  on  the  laws  of  the  country.  In  addition  to 
the  application  of  a part  of  their  secret  fund  to  the 
support  ot  the  Madisonian,  a neusapaper  printed  in 
Washington,  they  have  undertaken  to  raise  sub- 
scribers for  it,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and 
to  send  it  under  their  franks.  And,  as  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  frank  them  in  packets  of  two  ounces 
only,  w hich  is  the  legal  limit  of  a member’s  ordina- 
ry privilege,  and  as  they  have  the  right  to  frank  pub- 
lic documents  printed  by  congress,  without  limita- 
tion of  weight,  they  endorse  “public  documents”  on 
these  newspaper  bundles,  and  frank  them  as  such. — 

A member  may,  by  filling  the  mails  with  all  sorts  of 
trash,  abuse  the  franking  privilege  without  violating 
the  law;  but  here  is  a palpable  breach  of  law,  and  a 
fraud  on  the  post  office  revenue,  in  franking  a news- 
paper from  a printer  to  his  subscribers,  and  covering 
and  facilitating  the  fraud. 

What  a spectacle  is  here  presented  by  the  oppo- 
sition in  congress.  Instead  of  being  the  honest  and 
faithful  representatives  of  the  people,  devoted  to  the 
duty  of  making  the  necessary  laws  for  their  country, 
they  have  converted  themselves  into  a privileged 
committee  of  electioneerers.  By  obstructing  the  pub- 
lic business,  and  protracting  the  session  of  congi  ess, 
they  get  out  of  the  treasury  the  means  to  print  or 
buy  their  electioneering  papers,  and  by  an  abuse  of 
the  franking  privilege  and  volalions  of  the  law,  they 
make  the  post  office  department  convey  them,  with- 
out charge,  to  the  extremes  of  the  union.  Thus  the 
people  are  made  to  pay  for  the  abuse  and  open  vio- 
lation of  their  own  laws  and  institutions,  and  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  means  of  delusion,  which  are  in- 
tended to  induce  them  lo  vote  for  the  mute  candidate 
ot  North  Bend,  in  opposition  to  the  frank  demociat 
now  at  the  head  of  the  administration. 

Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that,  while  these  men 
promptly  voted  for  an  act  of  appropriation  providing, 
through’their  own  pay,  for  tire  means  of  carrying 
on  this  political  warfare,  they,  have  so  obstructed 
the  progress  of  business,  as  not  only  to  bring  to  a 
stand  many  objects  of  great  importance  in  the  civil 
and  military  service  of  the  country,  but  that  since 
the  first  of  January  last,  every  executive  and  ju- 
dicial officer  of  the  government  has  been  without 
pay,  not  because  there  was  no  money  in  the  trea- 
sury, but  because  there  was  no  appropriation. 

Will  not  the  people  ask  themselves,  in  all  seri- 
ousness, what  a party,  who  thus  abuse  their  privi- 
leges, and  violate  the  laws  to  acquire  power,  would 
not  do  to  retain  it,  if  once  placed  in  their  hands! 

Federal  election  frauds  of  1838  and  1839.  We 
have  already  alluded  to  the  vain  attempt  of  the  fede- 
ralists ot  tiie  John  Adams  school  to  defeat  the  will 
of  the  people  after  it  had  been  distinctly  given  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

But  we  have  a stronger  and  more  recent  case 
occurring  since  that  party  assumed  the  name  of 
whig.  Some  years  ago  the  dissensions  of  the  de- 
mocratic party  threw  the  governor  and  a majority 
of  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  into  the  hands  of 
the  federal  whigs;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  wanting  a charter  from  the  state,  found 
means  to  bring  over  a majority  of  the  senate.  The 
high-handed  measures  adopted  by  the  state  govern- 
ment, constituted  by  a governor  and  majorities  so 
obtained,  produced  a strong  revulsion  in  the  public 
mind.  Extraordinary  measures  were  necessary  to 
defeat  the  wishes  of  the  people  for  a change  of 
rulers,  and  keep  the  power  of  the  state  in  the  hands 
of  tiie  whig  party.  There  is  conclusive  evidence 
that,  previous  to  the  election  ol  1838  in  that  state, 
a scheme  was  concerted  to  accomplish  this  object 
by  the  most  enormous  frauds  in  the  elections.  The 
state  administration  wrere  making  heavy  expendi- 
tures upon  internal  improvements,  and  recent  legis- 
lative investigations  have  shown,  that  the  money  of 
the  state  was  employed  to  concentrate  great  num- 
bers of  persons  fiom  other  states,  and  foreigners  not 
naturalized,  at  particular  points,  with  a view  to 
counteract,  by  their  illegal  suffrages  fraudulently 
admitted,  the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania. 
On  the  day  of  the  election,  parties  armed  with  club3 
beset  tiie  polls,  to  i n t i mill  at  e any  one  who  should 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  intended  fraud,  and, 
in  some  cases,  violence  wTas  actually  committed. — 
The  hands  on  the  public  works  were  inarched  to 
the  polls  by  the  contractors,  and  voted  under  their 
inspection,  with  an  understanding  that  any  one  who 
relused  to  vote  the  whig  ticket  would  be  immedi- 
ately discharged;  and,  to  prevent  evasions,  that 
ticket  was  printed  on  colored  paper.  The  contrac- 
tors were  furnished  witli  means  to  manage  their 
hands,  by  an  increase  of  pay  made  under  the  most 
frivolous  pretences,  and  often  in  direct  violation  of 
every  sound  principle,  if  not  of  the  letter  of  the  law. 
By  such  means,  a township  called  Youngwomans- 
town,  in  Lycoming  county,  containing  less  than 
one  hundred  resident  voters,  was  made  to  give 
about  640  votes!  Millsville,  in  Adams  county, 
containing  less  than  500  voters,  returned  upwards 


249 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  20,  1840— DEMOCRATIC  ADDRESS— NEW  YORK. 


Of  1,600  votes,  and  the  same  game  was  played  in 
many  other  places. 

Toe  whig  legislature  had  passed  a registry  law 
for  the  special  benefit  of  Philadelphia  and  its  pre- 
cincts, hire  that  recently  passed  by  onr  legislature 
for  the  city  of  New  York.  Though  the  professed 
object  of  this  law  was  to  prevent  frauds,  it  was 
made  the  mantle  to  cover  some  of  the  most  daring 
frauds  upon  the  elective  franchise,  ever  attempted 
to  be  committed  in  this  country  or  any  other.  The 
registry  of  voters  was  required  to  be  laid  open  for 
public  inspection;  any  citizen  had  a right  to  chal- 
lenge a voter,  and  in  that  event  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  to  write  the  letter  C op- 
posite his  name.  Upon  careful  inspection  of  the 
register,  as  made  out  in  one  of  the  precincts,  the 
democrats  discovered  upwards  of  three,  hundred 
names  of  persons  to  them  unknown,  and  demanded 
that  the  letter  C should  be  written  against  them. — 
This  the  whig  commissioners  refused  to  do,  until 
compelled  by  a mandamus  from  a court.  And  when 
the  election  came  on,  oidy  about  ten  voters  ap- 
peared, out  of  about  340  challenged  names.  More 
than  300  were  evidently  fictitious  names,  intended 
to  be  voted  by  ae»  imported  for  the  purpose,  or 
persons  passing  from  precinct  to  precinct  under 
different  names,  or  what  is  quite  as  likely,  to  be 
represented  by  ballots  fraudulently  slipped  into  the 
ballot  boxes,  by  those  who  had  the  charge  of  them. 
Doubtless  with  the  same  vigilance,  similar  arrange- 
ments might  have  been  delected  in  other  precincts; 
for,  in  the  result,  it  appeared  that  above  1,000  more 
votes  were  reported  in  the  northern  precincts  than 
there  could  have  been  voters;  and  recent  disclosures 
justify  the  belief  that  the  excess  w'as  produced,  not 
by  votes  fraudulently  given,  but  bv  ballots  fraudu- 
lently put  into  the  ballot  boxes  eiliier  before  or  after 
the  election,  fictitious  names  having  been  previously' 
put  on  the  register. 

^Notwithstanding  these  monstrous  frauds,  governor 
Porter,  the  democratic  candidate,  had  a decisive  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  reporte/1.  Federal  whiggery  was 
not,  however,  inclined  to  give  up  its  power.  It 
had  a majority  of  the  senate,  and  the  term  of  gov. 
Ritner  was  not  yet  expired.  If  that  party  could  de- 
fraud the  people  out  of  a few  of  their  representa- 
tives in  the  assembly,  it  would  be  in  possession  of 
the  whole  government,  at  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature.  The  county  of  Philadelphia  sends  eight 
members  to  the  assembly.  It  happened  in  this  case, 
that  the  majority  of  the  house  depended  upon  these 
eight  members.  Notwithstanding  the  outrageous 
frauds  of  the  whigs,  the  democratic  candidates  had  a 
considerable  majority  of  the  votes  as  counted.  Cer- 
tificates of  election  were,  therefore,  given  to  them, 
signed  by  ten  out  of  seventeen  leturn  judges.  Six 
of  the  whig  retui  n judges,  however,  held  a separate 
meeting,  threw  out  the  votes  of  ten  out  of  seventeen 
election  districts,  ami  thus  getting  rid  of  the  demo- 
cratic majority,  made  out  a return  for  the  whig 
members! 

It  would  seem  hardly  credible,  that  a proceeding 
so  barefaced  would  have  been  countenanced  for  a 
moment,  by  any’  one  in  authority  in  this  free  country, 
however  unprincipled  and  reckless.  Yet  the  whig 
secretary  of  stale,  whose  duty  it  was  to  communi- 
cate the  returns  to  the  house,  at  the  time  of  it^an- 
nual  meeting,  resolved  for  the  purpose  of  retaining 
the  power  of  the  state  in  the  hands  of  his  parly,  to 
withhold  the  true  returns,  and  send  in  the  false.  In 
this  desperate  resolve  he  was  sustained  by  all  the 
leaders  of  the  whig  party.  Nor  did  the  design  stop 
here.  By  the  aid  of  a majority  so  secured  in  botii 
houses,  it  was  determined  on  the  examination  of  the 
votes  for  governor  by  the  legislature,  to  reject  Piiough 
of  the  votes  given  for  governor  Porter,  to  place  him 
in  a minority,  declare  governor  Ritner  re-elected, 
and  carry  on  the  government  of  t he  state  under  this 
usurped  authority.  The  evidence  of  this  design  is 
found,  not  only  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
but  in  the  published  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
alter  the  results  were  known,  advising  his  whig 
friends  to  “ treat  the  election  as  if  it  had  not  hap- 
pened." 

The  legislature  met,  and  the  secretary  of  state 
withholding  the  true  returns,  sent  the  false  ones 
both  to  the  senate  and  house  of  repiesentatives. — 
The  senate  containing  a whig  majority,  unhesitat- 
ingly admitted  the  two  whig  candidates  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  upon  these  returns, 
known  to  be  false  and  fraudulent  at  the  time.  In 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  true  members  pre- 
sented themselves,  produced  the  proofs  of  their  elec- 
tion and  demanded  their  seats.  The  whigs,  to  a 
man,  w:ere  in  favor  of  admitting  their  own  partisans 
notwithstanding  the  notorious  and  palpable  fraud 
on  which  their  claim  was  based.  Finally,  the  two 
parties  organized  separately,  each  party  choosing 
its  speaker  and  clerk,  and  each  with  the  claimants 
from  Puiladelphia  county',  having  a quorum  for 
business.  It  now  became  apparent  that  the  whigs, 


having  the  governor  and  senate,  intended  to  sus- 
tain this  usurpation,  and  go  on  w ith  the  government. 
Such  an  outrage  upon  liberty  and  the  elective  fran- 
chise, pioduced  its  natural  result.  The  democrats, 
like  their  piedecessors  in  the  presidenlial  election 
of  1801,  avowed  their  determination  not  to  submit 
to  the  usurpation,  appointed  a committee  of  safety, 
and  appealed  to  the  freemen  of  the  state  to  rally  in 
support  of  their  right  to  be  governed  by  their  own 
representatives.  The  whigs,  more  determined  even 
than  their  federal  predecessors  ol  1801,  resolved  to 
sustain  their  usurpation  by  force!  Troops  were 
ordered  out  and  marched  to  Harrisburg.  Governor 
Ritner  even  called  on  the  general  government  to 
put  down  the  rising  spirit  of  a free  people;  but  he 
called  in  vain.  The  capitol  was  in  possession  of 
the  governor’s  troops:  the  people  were  organizing 
and  arming  throughout  the  slate;  and  every  thing 
seemed  to  portend  bloodshed  and  civil  war.  In 
this  state  of  things,  two  of  the  whigs  proved  loo  ho- 
nest for  the  occasion,  and  seceded  from  their  friends 
in  the  house  of  assembly,  leaving  them  without  a 
quorum.  Thus  deprived  of  their  power  to  go  on 
with  the  government,  and  consummate  their  usur- 
pation under  constitutional  forms,  the  whigs  de- 
nouncing the  seceders  as  traitors,  and  the  democrats 
as  rebels,  reluctantly  gave  up  their  designs. 

After  this  exhibition,  let  no  man  say  there  is  not 
a party  in  the  country,  who  would  put  down  the 
right  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves,  by  fraud 
or  by  force,  whenever  they  have  the  opportunity 
or  the  power;  and  if  the  same  party  had  then  wield- 
ed the  power  of  the  general  government,  and  com- 
manded its  armies,  what  might  not  have  been  the 
fate  of  democratic  Pennsylvania? 

An  exhibition  similar  in  principle  has  lately  been 
made  by  the  same  parly  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates.  Members  of  congress 
are  elected  in  New  Jersey  by  general  ticket.  At 
the  last  election,  one  of  the  whig  and  five  of  the 
democratic  candidates  had  a majority  of  the  votes. 
But  the  whig  returning  officers  at  Millville  and 
South  Amboy  took  the  liberty,  in  palpable  viola- 
tion of  law,  to  withhold  the  votes  of  those  places, 
leaving  all  the  whig  candidates  in  a majority.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  governor  and  council  to  exa- 
mine the  returns,  send  for  any  votes  not  received, 
and  give  a certificate  of  election  to  those  who  had  a 
majority  of  the  popular  suffrages.  Though  the  go- 
vernor was  informed  that  the  voles  of  these  places 
had  been  withheld,  he  refused  to  send  for  them,  and 
gave  the  certificate  of  election  to  all  the  whig  can- 
didates, although  he  knew  the  returns  to  be  fraudu- 
lent. 

With  this  certificate,  notoriously  obtained  by 
fraud,  the  whig  candidates  presented  themselves  at 
Washington,  and  demanded  seats  in  the  house,  with 
a view  to  vote  for  speaker,  other  officers,  and  prin- 
ter, as  well  as  in  all  acts  of  legislation.  And, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  they  were  sustained  in  the 
attempted  usurpation  by  the  whole  whig  force  in 
the  house!  It  was  gravely  maintained  that  the 
“broad  seal’’  of  the  governor,  obtained  in  fraud,  was 
sufficient  to  put  down  the  rights  of  a majority  ol  the 
people  of  New  Jersey,  and  give  laws  to  the  union. 
And,  week  after  week,  the  house  was  kept  in 
anarchy,  and  the  business  of  the  nation  suspended, 
by  a desperate  effort  of  the  whig  parly  to  consum- 
mate the  fraud,  and  accomplish  the  usurpation;  and 
the  federal  whig  majority  in  the  legislature  of  this 
state  have  deliberately  sanctioned  the  fraud  by  the 
adoption  of  a concurrent  resolution. 

After  these  evidences,  who  will  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  not  now  a party  in  the  country  which 
has  as  deep  a contempt  for  the  rights  of  the  people 
as  was  ever  expressed  or  felt  by  Adams  or  Hamil- 
ton; which  does  not  hesitate  to  take  from  them  by 
fraud  their  right  to  govern,  and  which  would  not 
put  it  down  by  force,  if  they  could  do  it  without 
the  hazard  of  their  own  necks? 

Are  the  leading  whigs  of  our  state  better  than 
those  of  Pennsylvania?  Did  not  nearly  all  their 
presses  and  orators  defend  and  applaud  governor 
Ritner  for  his  attempted  usurpation,  and  join  him 
in  denouncing  as  rebels  the  patriotic  citizens  whose 
courage  and  devotion  defeated  the  nefarous  scheme? 
Do  not  all  their  members  of  congress,  their  presses, 
and  their  leaders,  sustain  the  New  Jersey  fraud, 
and  denounce  the  democratic  majority'  in  congress, 
who  have  maintained  the  rights  of  the  people  against 
fraudulent  usurpation  endeavoring  to  protect  itself 
under  “broad  seals”  and  legal  forms?  Indeed,  we 
have  seen  frauds  of  a similar  character,  on  a smaller 
scale,  practised  by  the  same  party  among  ourselves. 
In  addition  to  the  intimidation  of  dependent  and 
laboring  men,  openly  practised  by  rich  and  over- 
bearing whigs  in  our  cities,  we  know  that  men 
have  been  brought  from  other  states,  and  sent  from 
city  to  city  under  pay,  to  neutralize  the  suffrages  of 
the  true  people,  and  throw  the  government  of  our 
cities  and  our  state  into  the  hands  of  a minority. 


. Democrats  of  New  York!  we  have  recapitulated 
these  facts  to  show  you  the  character  of  the  enemy 
you  have  to  encounter,  and  the  importance  of  the 
duties  you  have  to  perform.  There  is  much  reason 
to  believe  that  in  1838  a,  general  combinaiion  of  the 
whig  leaders  was  formed  to  carry  the  elections  by 
falsehood  and  fraud —cheating  the  people  out  of  their 
right  to  govern — seizing  on  the  state  and  general 
government,  and  changing  first  their  principles  and 
then  their  forms.  Why  else  are  the  attempted  usur- 
pations on  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  so  univer- 
sally defended  by  them?  There  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  same  plan  has  recently  been  revived 
and  extended,  and  that  a struggle  is  before  us  in 
which  an  honest  democracy'  will  have  to  encounter 
the  powers  of  falsehood,  the  wiles  of  fraud,  the 
terrors  of  power,  if  not  the  bludgeons  of  violence. 
Already  the  gigantic  machinery  of  a purse  proud 
aristocracy  is  every  where  in  motion.  Almost  half 
of  the  house  of  representatives  has  become  an 
electioneering  club,  with  their  secret  executive 
committees,  levying  contributions  and  carrying  on 
correspondence  throughout  the  union. 

When  public  station  is  thus  abused,  anil  law  and 
order  outraged,  to  mislead  the  public  mind,  it  be- 
comes the  people  to  take  affairs  into  their  own 
hands,  and  provide  for  the  security  of  their  inva- 
luable rights.  The  foreign  influences  now  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  by  the  great  cabal  at  Washing- 
ton, they  must  counteract  by  efforts  at  home.  The 
money  of  the  treasuiy  and  the  freedom  of  the  mails, 
so  recklessly  put  in  requisition  to  delude  the  honest 
and  unsuspecting,  and  make  the  people  instruments 
of  their  own  enslavement,  must  be  counteracted  by 
association  and  discussion  among  the  people  them- 
selves. 

Necessity  of  organization — and  its  objects.  To 
onr  republican  fellow  cilizens  we  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  formation  of  democratic  associations  in 
every  township  in  the  country  and  in  every  war  dm  the 
cities.  The  objects  of  these  associations  should  be, 
not  to  imitate  the  whigs,  in  violating  the  laws  and 
filling  the  land  with  falsehood,  but  to  explain  the 
true  principles  of  democracy  and  maintain  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

To  inculcate  w ithout  ceasing — that  true  democra- 
cy is  pure  morality — that  truih  is  its  only  sale  vrea- 
pon,  and  justice  its  only  proper  object — that  when 
it  resorts  to  falsehood  or  fraud,  even  in  retaliation, 
it  sfrenghtens  the  hands  of  its  enemy,  and  when  it 
has  recourse  to  violence,  except  in  the  last  resort,  it 
commits  suicide: 

That  one  of  its  fundamental  principles  is  the 
equality  of  men  in  civil  and  political  rights;  and  that 
its  chief  object  is  to  preserve  that  equality: 

That  the  right  of  every  man  to  use  his  hands  and 
his  head  for  his  own  advantage,  not  infringing  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  is  the  result  of  this  equality: 

-That  to  protect  every  man  in  the  proper  use  of 
this  right,  unobstructed,  should  be  the  chief  object 
of  legislation: 

That  the  protection  of  property  thus  acquired, 
and  the  right  of  the  owner  to  dispose  of  it  accord- 
ing to  his  will,  is,  next  to  the  preservation  of  per- 
sonal liberty,  the  first  duty  of  government: 

That  facilities  for  acquiring  property  cannot  be 
conferred  by  law  on  one  man  or  company  of  men, 
without  giving  them  undue  advantages  over  other 
men,  and  thereby  destroying  that  equality  of  rights 
which  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  government  to  pre- 
serve: 1 

That  grants  by  law  of  special  privileges  afFectin<- 
pei sons  or  property,  lo  one  man  or  set  of  men,  are 
attacks  upon  the  rights  of  peisons  and  property  of 
every  other  man  in  the  community,  in  piinciple  a3 
subversive  of  justice  as  to  take  one  man’s  labor  or 
property  for  the  use  of  another,  without  compensa- 
tion or  equivalent: 

That  money  in  the  hands  of  the  people  is  a part 
of  their  property,  and  that  a course  of  legislation, 
whether  in  relation  to  banks  or  otherwise,  which 
makes  money  more  valuable  to-day  and  less  so  to- 
morrovv,  is  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  property,  as 
direct,  in  principle,  as  taking  one  man’s  property 
and  giving  it  to  another: 

That  individual  debts,  state  debts,  and  national 
debts,  are  productive  of  a condition  of  dependence 
destructive  of  equality  among  men  and  freedom  of 
action  among  states  and  nations: 

That  democracy  requires  the  sacred  fulfilment  of 
all  existing  obligations,  but  denounces  and  opposes 
the  abuse  of  individual  credit,  the  increase  of  state 
debts,  and  the  creation  of  a national  debt: 

That  violent  changes  are  not  sanctioned  by  policy 
or  called  for  by  justice;  but  that  by  mild  and  gradual 
reforms,  our  government  should  be  brought  beck  to 
the  pure  principles  and  practices  from  w hich  it  has 
so  widely  deviated,  equality  of  rights  restored 
among  our  citizens,  the  rights  of  property  protected, 
contracts  held  sacred,  obedience  to  the  laws  en- 
forced, and  free  institutions  preserved  in  substance 
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as  well  as  ill  form,  and  the  blessings  of  order,  liberty 
and  peace,  perpetually  entailed  upon  our  glorious 
and  happy  country. 

Let  us  particularly  enjoin  upon  you,  whether  act- 
ing individually  or  in  associations,  to  avoid  the 
recklessness  yon  see,  and  the  violence  you  have 
reason  to  apprehend,  from  our  desperate  opponents. 
If  true  democracy  must  perish,  let  it  not  die  by  its 
own  hands.  If  the  people  see  equal  recklessness  of 
law,  principle  and  peace  on  both  sides,  they  will 
not  be  able  to  discriminate  the  one  from  the  other, 
or  know  who  are  their  true  friends.  It  is  better, 
far  better,  that  whiggery  should  obtain  a temporary 
triumph,  than  that  democracy,  by  imitating  its  prac- 
tices, should  sacrifice  that  character,  which  makes 
it  cherished  and  confided  in  by  an  honest  people. — 
But  there  is  no  danger  of  a federal  triumph,  if  but 
reasonable  efforts  are  made  to  counteract  the  arts 
and  exertions  of  its  disciples.  The  people  have  an 
inherent  and  natural  attachment  to  honesty  and 
truth.  Half  the  exertion  devoted  to  the  dissemina- 
tion of  truth,  which  the  federalists  give  to  the  spread 
of  falsehood,  will  more  than  counteract  all  their  ef- 
forts, and  insure  to  democracy  a glorious  victory 
and  a lasting  conquest. 

To  action,  democrats  of  New  York!  Meet  with 
truth  the  falsehoods  of  the  enemy;  by  organization 
among  yourselves,  counteract  their  extensive  or- 
ganization, which  has  its  centre  in  Washington,  its 
means  in  the  treasury,  its  facilities  in  the  mails,  and 
its  hopes  in  violations  of  the  laws,  and  delusions  of 
the  people.  Call  out  the  young  to  the  discussion 
of  your  pure  principles,  and  let  the  old  assist  by 
their  voice  and  their  counsels;  convince  every  de- 
mocrat that  his  duty  to  himself,  his  posterity,  his 
country  and  mankind,  forbid  his  neutrality  in  this 
war  of  principle  and  liberty,  against  profligacy  and 
usurpation.  Tell  him  that  he  cannot  absent  him- 
self from  the  polls  without  endangering  the  blood- 
bou»-ht  privileges  which  he  has  received  from  his 
fathers,  and  is  bound  by  every  sacred  tie  to  trans- 
mit unimpaired  to  his  children. 

Democratic  candidate  for  the  presidency.  Though 
principles  should  be  the  reason  of  the  democrat  in 
all  his  political  controversies,  the  New  York  demo- 
crat has  an  additional  incentive  to  action  in  the 
man  whom  he  is  called  on  to  support  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  principles  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  singleness  of  character  and  uprightness 
of  life,  he  has  no  superior.  In  devotion  to  princi- 
ple and  firmness  of  purpose,  he  has  shown  himself 
equal  to  the  true  hero  whom  he  has  succeeded. — 
Alike  unmoved  by  corruption  and  terror,  lie  pursues 
his  public  career  with  the  calmness  of  conscious  in- 
tegrity, determined  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the 
government,  and  maintain  in  its  administration  the 
rinciples  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  at  whatever 
azard  to  himself.  He  has  shown  himself  A wor- 
thv  son  of  New  York. 

And  shall  New  York  abandon  her  able,  honest, 
frank  and  devoted  son?  For  whom  shall  she  give 
up  one  who  does  her  honor  by  his  principles,  his 
talents,  his  virtues  and  his  firmness?  For  a man 
whose  talents  are  below  mediocrity',  whose  judg- 
ment is  weak  and  vacillating,  whose  vanity  is  ex- 
cessive, whose  opinions  are  equivocal,  who  insults 
the  people  whose  suffrages  he  asks,  by  denying 
them  access  to  him,  and  refusing  to  answer  their 
reasonable  inquiries,  who  places  himself  behind  a 
committee,  not  that  they  may  announce  his  principles, 
but  that  he  may  conceal  them!  What  motive  has 
this  great  state  to  abandon  her  favorite  son  lor 
such  a person 1 — not  principle — for  she  knows  not, 
nor  is  she  permitted  to  know,  the  principles  of  the 
person  who  is  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  her? — 
Without  the  slightest  guarantee  or  pledge  connect- 
ed with  principles,  she  is  required  to  give  up  her 
attachments  and  her  principles,  and  surrender  her- 
self, hoodwinked  and  manacled,  into  the  hands  of  a 
stranger,  who  has  not  the  talents  or  the  independence 
to  take  care  of  himself! 

Surely  this  is  too  much  to  ask  of  her.  For  the 
sacrifice  ol  the  man  of  her  choice,  she  should  at 
least  have  some  motive  of  lofty  honor  or  sound 
principle  to  sanctify  the  act.  She  should  have 
something  more  substantial  and  appropriate  than 
“hard  cider,”  artificial  “log  cabins”  and  a mock 
hero — something  more  satisfactory  than  that  the 
public  shall  hear  nothing  from  the  federal  candidate 
In  relation  to  his  opinions  or  his  purposes  “while 
occupying  his  present  position.” 

Confident  that  in  her  principles  as  well  as  in  her 
ride,  New  York  will  find  abundant  motives  to  ad- 
ere  to  her  honored  son,  we  invite  yon,  neverthe- 
less, to  make  those  exertions  and  sacrifices  which 
will  save  her  from  the  disgrace  of  a different  re- 
sult. With  such  motives  addressed  to  our  people, 
to  exert  ourselves  is  to  be  victorious.  To  action 
then!  In  discussion  and  action,  we  have  a guaran- 
tee of  triumph  as  sure  as  truth  and  patriotism  can 
giye  to  mortals. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  fearlessness  and  steadiness 
of  purpose  with  which  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  United  States  has  brought  forward  and 
sustained,  at  a period  of  general  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, the  measures  which  he  deemed  necessary 
to  protect  the  great  interests  of  the  country  and 
maintain  its  credit;  the  prudence  with  which  he 
has  conducted  a controversy  of  peculiar  delicacy,  in 
relation  to  our  northeastern  boundary,  asserting  the 
public  rights,  on  the  one  hand  with  firmness  and 
decision,  and  affording,  on  the  other,  no  cause  to 
impute  to  the  United  States  a want  of  moderation 
or  of  (hat  just  spirit  of  conciliation,  which  has  al- 
ways distinguished  our  national  councils;  and  the 
evidences  of  ability  which  are  visible  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  administration,  have  fully  justified 
the  confidence  of  the  democracy  of  the  union  in 
committing  the  government  to  his  hands,  and  fur- 
nish abundant  proof  that  the  public  good  will  be 
best  promoted  by  his  re-election. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  assertions  of  the  leaders  of 
the  federal  party,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  opposed 
to  the  war,  are  wholly  destitute  of  truth,  and  the 
resolution  which  these  reckless  partisans  have  pub- 
lished as  having  been  introduced  by  him  into  a 
public  meeting  in  Columbia  county,  adverse  to  the 
war,  and  against  employing  the  militia  in  offensive 
operations,  is  a base  forgery,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned; and  the  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture are  impelled  by  a sacred  regard  to  truth,  not 
only  to  contradict  this  shameful  fabrication,  but  to 
declare  that  the  journals  of  the  legislature  and  all 
the  acts  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  during  the  embargo,  the 
non-intercourse  and  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  af- 
lord  the  most  triumphant  proof  of  his  devoted  pa- 
triotism and  of  his  unwavering  support  of  the  war 
and  the  restrictive  measures  which  preceded  it;  and 
that  in  an  address  written  by  him  and  published  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  democratic  members  of  the 
legislature  who  nominated  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  for 
governor  in  the  spring  of  1813,  Mr.  Van  Buren  de- 
clared '‘that  every  man  who  is  in  truth  and  in  fact  an 
American,  will  say  that  war,  and  war  alone,  was 
our  only  refuge  from  national  degradation — our  only 
course  to  national  prosperity and  that  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  it  “will  be  found  sufficient  to  con- 
duce every  honest  man  of  the  high  justice  and 

INDISPENSABLE  NECESS1TV  OF  THE  ATTITUDE 
WHICH  OUR  GOVERNMENT  HAS  TAKEN,  OF  THE 
SACRED  DUTY  OF  EVERY  REAL  AMERICAN  TO  SUP- 
PORT IT  IN  THAT  ATTITUDE,  AND  OF  THE  SUICI- 
DAL VIEWS  OF  THOSE  WHO  REFUSED  TO  DO  SO.” 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  scheme  of  divid- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
states,  as  a measure  of  the  most  dangerous  tenden- 
cy, at  war  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and 
with  the  terms  of  their  cession  to  the  United  States; 
calculated  to  render  the  states  dependences  of  the 
federal  government,  and  to  stimulate  them  to  reck- 
less expenditures;  to  deprive  the  union  of  one  of  ils 
legitimate  sources  of  revenue;  to  entail  taxation,  di- 
rect or  indirect,  upon  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  diverting  a 
portion  of  the  public  income  from  its  proper  ob- 
jects; and  to  engender  in  the  state  administrations 
a spirit  of  extravagance  subversive  of  all  those 
maxims  of  economy  which  are  the  best  security  of 
a republican  government. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  plan  proposed 
by  Mr.  Van  Buren  of  collecting,  keeping  and  dis- 
bursing the  public  money  by  means  of  officers  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  thus  rendering  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States  independent  of  banks,  as 
the  only  effectual  method  of  securing  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  tlie  government  from  the  influence  of  those 
fluctuations  in  the  business  transactions  of  the  coun- 
try, which  the  spirit  of  pecuniary  adventure  and  a 
vicious  state  of  the  currency  are  but  too  certain  to 
produce. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  part  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  played  in  the  game  of  expansion,  which 
has,  for  a series  of  years  deranged  the  regular 
course  of  business  throughout  the  country;  its  enor- 
mous speculations  in  cotton  and  stocks;  the  embar- 
rassment its  example  has  been  principally  instu- 
mental  in  bringing  upon  the  commercial  classes; — 
and  its  disreputable  shifts  to  avoid  the  discharge  of 
its  pecuniary  obligations,  must  prove  to  all  honest 
men  the  folly  of  seeking  for  a regulator  of  the  cur- 
rency in  any  moneyed  institution. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  most  effectual  regulator  of 
the  currency,  so  far  as  the  sovereign  authority  of 
the  union  is  concerned,  is  to  be  found  in  a rigid  ad- 
herence on  this  part  of  the  general  government,  to 
the  use  of  the  money  of  the  constitution  in  all  its 
fiscal  transactions. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  extraordinary  multiplica- 
tion of  banks  during  a few  years  past;  the  contrac- 
tions and  expansions  of  a currency  consisting  al- 
most exclusively  of  bank  notes;  the  great  increase 


of  the  paper  circulation  of  the  country;  the  spirit  of 
speculation  to  which  overbanking  lias  given  birth; 
the  habits  of  extravagance  it  has  introduced;  and 
the  irregularity  it  has  produced  in  the  operations  of 
industry,  have  proved  in  the  highest  degree  preju- 
dicial to  fair  business  men,  and  tended  to  unsettle 
all  sound  notions  of  commercial  honor  and  public 
morality. 

8.  Resolved,  That  industry  and  frugality,  the  fa- 
vorite maxims  of  Franklin  and  Jefferson,  are  com- 
mended to  us,  both  by  the  deductions  of  reason  and 
the  testimony  of  experience,  as  the  only  principles 
by  which  the  condition  of  a nation  or  of  an  indivi- 
dual can  become  permanently  prosperous,  and  as 
the  best  guarantee  of  an  honorable  independence. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  federal  par- 
ty, in  passing  a registry  law  for  the  democratic  city 
of  New  York,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the 
common  council,  the  city  delegation  in  the  assem- 
bly, and,  as  is  proved  by  the  recent  election,  the 
wishes  of  more  than  twenty-one  thousand  of  the 
free  electors  of  that  city,  constituting  a large  ma- 
jority of  those  entitled  to  vote — and  at  the  same 
time  refusing  to  make  the  law  prevent  illegal 
voting,  applicable  to  the  seven  federal  cities  in 
the  state,  where  the  prevention  of  election  frauds 
was  as  much  needed  as  in  the  democratic  city  of  N. 
York,  is  a high-handed,  partial  and  arbitrary  mea- 
sure, and  will  bring  down  upon  the  heads  of  those 
who  “feel  power  and  forget  right,”  the  condemna- 
tion of  every  friend  of  just  and  equal  laws,  and  will 
awaken  a spirit  among  the  free  citizens  of  the  state 
which  will  convince  the  tyrants  lhat  the  free-born 
electors  of  a city  or  country  are  not  to  be  disfran- 
chised and  trampled  down  by  a purse-proud  aristo- 
cracy, because  a majority  of  those  citizens  have 
“sworn  eternal  hostility  to  every  form  of  tyranny,” 
and  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

10.  i?«otueff,That  the  legislative  measures  brought 
forward  by  the  dominant  party  in  this  state,  to  take 
from  the  persons  immediately  chosen  by  the  people 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  power  of  appointing 
their  own  inspectors  of  election,  their  police  consta- 
bles, and  ot  organizing  the  fire  department;  and  to 
give  the  appointment  of  these  domestic  agents  of 
the  people  into  the  hands  of  commissioneis  and 
judges  selected  by  the  governor,  and  numerous 
other  measures  of  a character  equally  partial,  tyran- 
nical and  anti-republican,  afford  the  most  conclusive 
evidence  of  a settled  determination  to  strengthen 
the  political  junto  at  Albany,  by  concentrating 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  and  can  leave 
no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  any  reflecting  person,  that 
the  lineal  descendants  of  black  cockade  federalism, 
by  stratagem  and  deception,  have  gained  temporary 
possession  of  the  capitol  of  the  democratic  state  of 
New  York. 

11.  Resolved,  That  since  the  federal  state  officers 
came  into  power,  they  have  issued  stock  on  the 
pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  people,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars,  and 
have  expended  about  a million  and  a half  of  dol- 
lars in  cash,  which  they  received  from  their  prede- 
cessors; that  laws  have  been  passed  during  the  pre- 
sent session  for  issuing  additional  stock  for  canals, 
and  to  be  loaned  to  rail  road  companies,  amounting 
to  over  four  millions  of  dollars;  thus  creat- 
ing a new  debt,  which  is  virtually  a mortgage  on 
the  land  and  the  labor  of  every  citizen  in  the  state, 
of  at  least  eight  millions  of  dollars,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  two  years  for  which  the  pre- 
sent federal  governor  was  elected.  This  is  about 
one  million  of  dollars  more  than  the  outstanding 
debt  at  the  completion  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals,  contracted  in  a period  of  nine  years;  and 
exceeds  by  between  two  and  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars the  amount  of  debt  created  in  the  twelve 
years  preceding  1839,  and  during  which  twelve 
years,  the  sum  ol  five  millions  of  the  original  canal 
debt  was  paid  off. 

12.  Resolved,  That  the  federal  majority  in  tile  le- 
gislature, after  spending  three  months  and  a half  of 
thp  session  in  matters  concerning  the  legislation  of 
congress,  in  abusing  the  general  government,  in 
creating  new  offices  to  appease  hungry  partisans, 
all  of  whom  could  not  be  provided  for  under  exist- 
ing laws — after  thus  wastii.g  the  period  for  delibe- 
rate legislation  in  manufacturing  political  capital, 
by  all  sorts  of  schemes  and  devices,  crowding  nearly 
ail  the  bills  which  were  to  affect  the  vital  interests 
of  the  people,  into  the  last  few  days  of  the  session; 
the  majority  of  the  assembly,  by  a party  vote,  and 
by  the  use  of  the  previous  question  or  “gag  law,” 
referred  nearly  all  the  money  bills  to  select  com- 
mittees of  three  to  report  complete;  thus  forcing 
through  Ihe  house  laws  for  mortgaging  every  farm  in 
the  state,  lor  the  benefit  of  rail  road  companies,  to  an 
enormous  amount,  without  affording  an  opportunity 
for  that  calm  and  deliberate  discussion,  in  committee 
of  the  whole  house,  which  experience  has  shown  to 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  20,  1840— CONGRESS. 


251 


be  indispensable  to  safe  legislation;  and  relusing, 
by  a party  vote,  in  every  stage  of  the  proceeding, 
to  engralt  upon  these  money  bills  such  amendments 
as  were  offered  by  the  democratic  members,  and 
were  absolutely  necessary  toguard  thepeople  against 
loss,  by  the  unfaithfulness  of  those  who  were  to 
expend  the  money,  or  by  the  infidelity  or  ina- 
bility of  the  companies  to  which  the  money  was 
loaned. 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  reckless  course  of  the  do- 
minant party,  in  using  the  credit  of  the  people  to 
the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars,  without  having 
any  substantial  security,  either  for  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest,  or  the  ultimate  redemption 
of  the  principal,  must,  if  persisted  in,  destroy  the 
credit  of  the  state,  and  entail  an  oppressive  debt  on 
the  present  and  future  generations;  and  the  impro- 
vident legislation  which  we  have  witnessed  within 
the  last  three  weeks,  in  loaning  the  money  of  the 
people  to  rail  road  corporations,  without  any  ol  that 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  companies  or 
their  means  of  paying  the  loans,  which  the  same 
individuals  who  voted  away  the  people’s  money, 
would  have  exercised  if  they  had  been  loaning 
their  own  money,  has  tilled  us  with  alarm,  and  has 
impressed  us  strongly  with  the  belief  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when,  in  the  impressive  language  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  “ ice  must  make  our  election  between 
econ  omy  and  liberty,  or  profusion  and  servitude;” 
and  that  "to  preseive  our  independence,  we  must 
not  let  our  rulers  loud  us  with  perpetual  debt.” 

14.  Resolved,  That  while  the  federalists  charge 
the  general  administration  with  a design  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  labor,  which  has  no  foundation  in  fact, 
the  state  officers  have  notoriously  paid  the  laborers 
on  the  canal  in  a depreciated  currency,  thus  “taking 
from  the  mouth  of  labor”  a portion  of  “the  bread  it 
had  earned;”  and  during  the  past  winter  they  have 
refused  to  pay  those  who  labored  on  the  public 
works  one-half  of  their  earnings,  at  a time  when 
they  had  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
borrowed  lor  the  express  purpose  of  paying  these 
contracts,  and  which  sum  had  been  loaned  to  cer- 
tain pet  banks  of  the  state  officers,  without  interest. 

15.  Resolved,  That  the  federal  majority,  in  pass- 
ing a law  at  the  present  session,  indicting  a penalty 
of  five  hundred  dollars  on  any  person  who'attempts 
to  recover  a fugitive  slave — a measure  designed  to 
catch  abolition  votes — and  at  the  same  time  giving 
their  support  to  general  Harrison,  who  voted  in  the 
Ohio  legislature  to  sell  poor  white  men  for  slaves — 
furnish  an  apt  illustration  of  their  principles  and 
their  consistency;  and  if  the  bill  had  passed  as  it 
was  originally  prepared  by  the  judiciary  committee, 
and  in  which  form  it  was  urged  upon  the  house,  the 
federal  candidate  for  vice  president  might  have  been 
sent  to  the  state  prison  for  ten  years,  provided  one 
of  his  slaves  had  taken  refuge  in  this  state  and  he 
had  attempted  to  recover  him,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  a law  ol'  congress. 

At  a meeting  of  the  democratic  members  of  (he 
legislature,  in  the  senate  chamber,  May  4th,  1340, 
Samuel  L.  Edwards,  chairman,  and  A.  G.  Chat- 
field  and  C.  H.  Bryson,  secretaries,  the  foregoing 
address  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Joseph  Clark,  D.  S.  Dickenson,  S.  L.  Edwards, 
Sumner  Ely,  John  Hunter,  Daniel  Johnson,  A.  C. 
Paige,  Avery  Skinner,  M.  Tompkins,  H.  H.  Van 
Dyck,  David  Wager,  Samuel  Young,  O.  M.  Allaben, 
Daniel  Barker,  Gilbert  Bedell,  Daniel  Bellinger,  S. 
Boughton,  Nathan  Bristol,  Richard  Brower,  Benja- 
min Brown,  C.  H,  Bryson,  George  Burch,  Artemas 
Cady,  A.  G.  Chatfield,  L.  S.  Chatfield,  Zenas  Clark, 
Nelson  Dawdey,  Robert  Denniston,  Peter  Deven- 
dorf,  Daniel  Dickey,  S.  S.  Ellsworth,  Benj.  Enos, 
Thomas  Farrington,  S.  B.  Ferris,  Win.  F.  Fraser, 
D.  W.  French,  Charles  Goodyear,  Paul  Grout,  Da- 
vid Halsey,  Adrian  Hegeman,  Thomas  Herttell, 
Norman  Hickok,  Guy  Hulett,  Anson  Knibloe,  Win. 
S.  Little,  A.  M.  Lyholt,  Win.  B.  Maclay,  C.  A. 
Mann,  John  I Morgan,  Sylvester  Nichols,  A bijah 
North,  E.  J.  Poiter,  Andrews  Preston,  J.  1.  Roose- 
velt, jr.  Joseph  Russell,  Saxton  Smith,  Thomas 
Spofford,  Asa  Sprague,  Joseph  Strang,  Solomon 
Townsend,  J.  F.  Trowbridge,  John  S.  Veeder, 
Charles  Walker,  A.  B.  Watson,  George  Weir,  O. 
W.  Wilkinson,  J.  M.  Williamson,  B.  P.  Winant, 
Peter  Wood. 

SAMUEL  L.  EDWARDS,  chairman. 

A.  G.  Chatfield,)  secrelaries_ 

C.  H.  Bryson,  j 
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SENATE. 

June  11.  Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  New  York  city,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  and  operation  of 
any  bankrupt  law  prior  to  the  year  1841,  and  in  fa- 
vor' of  the  compulsory  principle  in  the  case  of  tra- 
ders, and  of  the  consent  of  the  major  portion  of  the 
creditors  for  the  discharge  of  the  debtor,  leaving, 


however,  some  degree  of  discretion  in  the  court  to 
prevent  oppression.  Referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee on  bankruptcy,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  committee  on 
finance  were  discharged  fiom  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  memorial  from  a number  of  merchants 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill  lrom  the  house  for  the  more  effectual  col- 
lection of  the  revenue;  and  the  memorial  wa3  laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  memorial  asking  an  appeal,  under 
the  laws  lor  collectingthe  revenue,  from  the  district 
to  the  supreme  court,  which  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Frankfort,  Maine,  a populous 
and  commercial  town  on  the  Penobscot,  urging 
upon  congress  the  construction  of-  additional  de- 
fences in  that  quarter  of  the  country.  Mr.  R. 
moved  that  the  proceedings  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  tfie  committee  on  military  affairs.  They  were 
so  referred,  by  consent,  but  Mr.  Tappan  opposed 
the  printing,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  tlie  proceed- 
ings were  not  of  sufficient  importance,  and  that  they 
had  already  been  published  in  the  newspaper. 

Mr.  Ruggles  briefly  advocated  the  printing  as  re- 
lating to  a subject  of  great  interest  and  importance, 
and  as  being  a common  act  of  courtesy  to  memori- 
alists under  similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  oil 
the  table. 

Mr.  Ruggles  would  have  preferred  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  met  fairly  and  directly. 

Mr.  Tappan’s  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  11, 
nays  21.  The  proceedings  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  a resolution  that  the  senate 
meet  herealter  at  12  o’clock,  to  give  the  standing 
committees  more  time  for  the  unusual  amount  of 
business  now  on  their  hands. 

Mr.  King  objected  to  the  motion,  that  the  morn- 
ings were  now  long,  and  there  was  sufficient  time, 
he  thought,  for  the  committees  before  11  o’clock. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  parlly  under  a mis- 
understanding that  it  wa3  proposed  to  adjourn  at  2 
o’clock. 

The  bill  for  the  organization  of  a company  of 
sappers,  miners  and  pontoniers,  was  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
by  a vote  of-25  to  14. 

The  bill  to  explain  and  amend  (he  5th  section  of 
the  act  passed  the  3d  June,  1834,  for  the  better  or- 
ganization  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  was 
debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs.  Southard,  Lump- 
kin, Williams,  and  others,  when  Mr.  Sevier  moved 
to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  enacting  clause,  and 
to  insert  insti  actions  to  the  effect  that  all  double 
rations  should  be  henceforth  dispensed  with.  Mr. 
S.  said  he  thought  it  was  time  to  put  an  end  to  all 
this  subject  of  back  rations,  double  rations,  &c. 
He  desired  his  constituents  to  know  exactly  how 
much  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  received.  He 
was  told  that  some  officers  were  receiving  nominally 
four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  when,  in  fact,  they 
were  receiving  so  many  thousands.  Now,  if  ibis 
were  so,  it  was  time  to  arrest  it.  If  they  did  not 
receive  enough,  he  was  for  giving  them  enough, 
but  let  the  whole  amount  appear  on  the  pages  of  the 
blue  book. 

Mr.  King  suggested  to  the  senator  that  it  would 
be  better  to  commit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to 
prepare  a bill  in  accordance  with  his  views.  Mr. 
K.  said  that  the  system  was  an  improper  one,  and 
ought  to  be  abolished.  In  fact,  said  Mr.  K.  it  is 
not  a law  of  our  creating,  but  a law,  or  ralher  a 
construction  of  law,  by  certain  officers  for  the  bene- 
fit of  others.  Mr.  Sevier  assented  to  the  sugges- 
tion. 

Mr.  Merrick  explained  the  causes  why  officers 
received  more  than  appeared. 

Mr.  Walker  thought  it  would  be  better  to  refer  it 
to  the  military  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter. He  was  against  the  system,  but  he  thought 
they  were  not  sufficiently  prepared  to  vote  without 
further  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  should  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  and  he  would  move  to  commit  the  bill 
to  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  with  the  in- 
structions he  had  before  suggested. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  would  require  time,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  defer  it  until  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  Sevier  insisted  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  the  military  committee 
could  not  be  better  employed  than  in  investigating 
this  matter.  But  he  doubted  whether  there  was 
time  to  do  any  Ihing  this  session.  Mr.  B.  had  long 
thought  of  this  subject.  Who  could  tell  how  much 
officers  recived?  Who  could  tell  how  much  gen. 
Macomb  receives?  He  had  understood  so  much 
was  received  for  forage,  for  rations,  for  servants’ 


hire,  &c.  8cc.  so  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  fo  as- 
cerain  theaggregate  amount.  There  might  be  rea- 
son for  all  this,  but  h?  was  not  military  man  enough 
to  perceive  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
the  sum  received  to  appear  on  its  face,  so  that  it 
could  be  seen  at  a glance.  Mr.  B.  was  for  paying 
the  officers  liberally. 

Mr.  Benton  explained,  but  said  the  matter  could 
not  be  undertaken  this  session  with  any  prospect  of 
success. 

Mr  Sevier  said,  if  the  committee  could  not  act  on 
if,  there  would  be  no  use  in  committing  it.  There- 
fore he  would  move  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table;  and 
on  that  question  he  should  ask  the  ayes  and  noes. 
The  question  having  been  taken,  (here  appeared  for 
it  19,  against  it  19.  So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Southard,  Lumpkin  and  others,  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  by  Messrs.  Williams  and  Tappan  again3t  it. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
there  appeared  for  the  bill  10,  against  it  28,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Lumpkin, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadwe 
Walker.  Wall,  White — 10. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay, 
of  Ky.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, Huntington,  King,  Linn.  Merrick,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholas, Norvell,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tap- 
pan,  Williams,  Young — 28 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  12.  Mr.  Crittenden,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee to  which  had  been  referred  the  subject  of  the 
bankrupt  lawr,  reported  a new  bill,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Tuesday  next. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion to  print  20,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett for  a standing  army  of  100,000  militia. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  having  expressed  his  regret  that 
it  fell  upon  him  to  speak  at  this  time,  because, 
though  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  were 
on  his  desk,  he  had  not  had  time  to  read  them,  went 
at  much  length  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
report. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  spoke  at  length  in  vindication  of  the 
report  of  the  committee.  Before  Mr.  C.  had  con- 
cluded, the  senate  adjourned. 

June  13.  Mr.  Merrick  moved  fo  take  up  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  banks  of  the  Distiict  of  Colum- 
bia, in  respect  to  which  the  question  was  on  a joint 
resolution  offered  by  Air.  Tappan  as  a substitute  for 
the  bill,  that  resolution  provided  to  continue  the 
charters  of  the  present  banks  up  to  July  4th,  1841, 
so  far  only  as  to  enable  them  to  sue  and  be  sued  oil 
contracts  existing  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Tappan  opposed  taking  up  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  militia  on  Mr.  Poin- 
sett’s project  was  very  important,  and  ought  to  be 
no  longer  delayed;  and  that  the  subject  of  the  Dis- 
trict banks  ivould  unavoidably  lead  to  considerable 
discussion. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  if  this  was  not  the  bill  to  re- 
charter  all  the  banks  of  the  District  in  one. 

Mr.  Merrick  replied  that  the  object  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  was  to  charter  a single  bank  tor  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  the  place  of  the  present  ones,  w hose 
charters  were  about  to  expire.  But  the  question 
now'  was  on  striking  out  that  bill  and  inserting  a 
mere  power  for  existing  banks  to  consummate  their 
contracts. 

Mr.  Benton  said  this  subject  was  not  to  be  so  rea- 
dily disposed  ol  as  the  senator  supposed,  if  Mr.  B’s 
intellectual  and  physical  powers  should  be  spared. 

1 lie  states,  by  their  acts  of  indulgence,  had  sanc- 
tioned the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  Congress  was  the  local  legislature  of  the 
District  banks,  and,  if  congress  should  go  to  conti- 
nue or  rerme  their  charteis,  they  would  thus  give  a 
sanction  to  their  specie  suspensions.  Congress  was 
now  in  the  seventh  month  of  its  session,  and  y et  not 
one  step  had  been  taken  to  compel  the  District  banks 
to  resume  specie  payments.  Mr.  B.  would  labor 
from  star-set  to  star-rise  rather  than  matters  should 
go  on  in  this  manner,  it  he  could  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  the  subject  of  thi3  bill  had  been 
before  the  senate  for  several  months,  and  Mr.  M. 
had  hoped  and  expected  that  every  senator  w'ould 
have  made  up  his  mind  so  as  to  act  on  the  subject 
without  any  long  discussion.  Mr.  M.  had  not  the 
pow  er  to  convince  the  senator  from  Missouri  on  this 
subject,  but  he  w'ould  cheerfully  submit  to  the  will 
of  a majority  of  the  senate.  It  was  of  great  import- 
ance that  the  people  of  the  District  should  know 
soon  what  was  to  be  done  by  congress  in  relation  to 
their  banks,  and  Mr.  M.  hoped  the  senate  would 
now  consent  to  take  up  the  subject. 
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Mr.  Grundy  strongly  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
senator  Irom  Mar}  land  would  not  press  the  question 
at  this  time. 

And  Mr.  Merrick  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion to  print  20,000  copies  ol  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs,  on  the  plan  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  for  a standing  army  of  100,000  militia. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Preston,  who  re- 
plied at  length-to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Clay.  The 
debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Southard, 
Roane,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Preston,  Wright  and  others; 
when  Mr.  Southard  said  that  although  he  intended 
in  the  first  instance  to  vote  against  printing  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  yet,  if  Mr.  Roane  would 
ao-ree  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  should  accom- 
pany it,  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  vote  for  the  printing.— 
Mr.'  Ruune  said  he  would  make  no  compacts. 

After  some  further  colloquy,  Mr.  Preston  said  he 
would  content  himself  with  moving  to  amend  the 
motion  of  the  senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Roane), 
by  appending  the  simple  report  of  the  secretary;  and 
on  that  motion  he  should  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  being  taken, 
there  appeared  yeas  11,  nays  22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Roane’s  mo- 
tion to  print  20,000  copies  and  decided  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown,.  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Wright— 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Huntington,  Phelps,  Preston,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, So'uthard,  Tallmadge,  White— 11. 

At  near  six  o’clock,  Mr.  Clay,  ot  Alabama,  mov- 
ed  to  print  for  public  information  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Poinsett  with  the  plans  proposed  by  gen.  Knox  and 
gen.  Harrison  in  their  respective  reports;  when 
there  were  cries  ol  “adjourn,  adjourn!” 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  15.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the  se- 
nate a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution,  covering  correspondence 
with  the  department  in  relation  to  the  construction 
of  a steam  ship  of  war. 

The  senate  having  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion, in  committee  of  the  whole,  of  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Bank  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Tappan’s  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
inserting  (naming  the  several  banks  of  the  city)  — 
“Be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  4th 
day  of  July,  1841,  so  far  as  to  enable  said  banks  to  sue 
and  be  sued  on  any  contract  now  existing.’’ 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  1841: 
“So  far  as  to  enable  said  banks  to  sue  and  be  sued 
on  any  contract  now  existin'?,”  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of, “eighteen  hundred  and 'forty-two,  unless  congress 
shall  otherwise  order  and  direct.’’ 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Tappan  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  are  as  follows:  yreas  29,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Alien  then  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting,  at 
the  end  thereof,  “the  said  Farmers  and  Mechanics’ 
bank  of  Georgetown,  Bank  of  Metropolis,  Bank  of 
Washington,  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Alexandria,  and  Bank  of  Potomac,  being  at  this 
time  non  specie  paying  banks;”  and  on  this  amend- 
ment he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays:  when  there  ap- 
peared for  it  15,  against  it  27. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  further  amend  by 
adding  thereto: 

“Upon  condition  that  neither  of  said  banks  shall 
issue  and  pay  out  the  notes  ot  any  other  bank,  banker, 
banking  institution  or  corporation,  which  is  in  a state  of 
suspension  or  non-payment  of  its  liabilities  in  specie.” 
The  question  on  this  amendment  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  when  there  appealed  for  it  55, 
against  17. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  the  following: 

“Provided,  also,  that  each  of  said  banks  shall  im- 
mediately upon  the  taking  effect  of  this  joint  resolu- 
tion, commence  and  continue  the  resumption  of  its 
notes  in  gold  and  silver  coin;  and  that  in  case  either  of 
said  banks  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  any 
one  of  the  conditions  in  this  joint  resolution,  the  char- 
ter of  said  bank  shall  immediately  cease  to  exist,  and 
all  contracts  and  other  acts  thereafter  made  op  done 
by  or  in  behalf  of  such  bank  shall  be  null  and  void.’’ 
On  this  question  the  yeas  find  nttys  vyere  de- 
manded, when  there  appeared  fyr  it  14,  agajnst 
it  29. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  further  to  amend  Isy  inserting: 
"And  upon  the  further  condition  that  the  said  banks, 
nor  either  of  them,  shall  take  a stay  of  exception  on 
any  judgment  recovered  against  them  it?  any  case 
whatever,  nor  appeal  from  arty  such  judgment,  nor 
take  a certiorari  thereon,  .except  op  an  filfidavit  of 
merit,’’ 

On  this  question  the  yeas  afid  nays  were  also 
taken,  when  there  appeared  for  it  2^  against  it  11,, 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  bill  as 
amended,  when  there  appeared  for  it  26,  against  it 
15,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Dix- 
on, Eulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Huntington,  King, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Roane, 
Sevier,  Smilh,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Ta'lmadge,  Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Calhoun,  Plubbard, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Norvell,  fierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of 
Conecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright 
—15. 

Mr.  Buchananthen  moved  to  insert: 

“For  the  purpose  of  winding  up  their  affairs,’’  &c. 

When  there  appeared  for  it  17,  against  it  17.  So 
the  motion  was  lost.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

The  senate  went  into  an  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned. 

June  16.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  commit- 
tee on  private  land  claims  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  respecting  the 
validity  of  titles  under  French  and  Spanish  grants. 

The  bill  “to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,”  as  amended,  coming  up  in  its  order, 
on  its  third  reading — Mr.  Wall  requested  a brief 
delay  of  this  bill,  till  the  senate  should  become 
full.  Mr.  Merrick  remarked  that  this  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  by  27  to  15,  which  was  a 
majority  of  the  whole  senate,  and  Mr.  M.  there- 
fore, could  not  think  there  was  any  design  to  pre- 
vent its  passage. 

Mr.  Norvell  demanded  the  yea3  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  secretary  had  proceeded  about 
half  through  the  list  of  senators,  when  Mr.  Benton 
rose  to  a point  of  order.  Could  bills  on  their  pas- 
sage be  acted  upon  before  12  o’clock?  The  same 
point  was  afterwards  started  by  Mr.  Tappan.  The 
vice  president  decided,  in  both  cases,  that  the  bill 
had  come  up  in  its  regular  order. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Huntington,  King,  Merrick,  Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Webster.  Young — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 13. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the 
bill  hy  calling  it  “an  act  concerning  the  banks  in 
the  District  ot  Columbia.” 

Mr.  Norvell  and  Mr.  Allen  urged  the  propriety 
of  calling  it  “an  act  to  recharter  the  banks  in  the 
District.” 

• Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  if  the  senators  from 
Michigan  and  Ohio  would  first  make  the  bill  con- 
form to  that  title,  there  would  then  be  a reason  lor 
adopting  it. 

Mr.  Tappan  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
senate  for  a motion  by  him  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  amend  it  in  relation  to  the  per- 
sonal responsibility  of  the  bank  directors,  (but 
how,  was  unheard ). 

Mr.  Merrick  said  the  bill  had  already  passed,  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  any  motion  upon  it  that 
was  out  of  order.  He  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
call  the  bill  “an  act  to  extend  the  charters  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  call  it  “an  act  to  renew 
the  charters  of  the  suspended  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.” 

These  motions  and  proceedings  were  accom- 
panied with  an  irregular  and  broken  conversation 
by  various  senators. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Norvell' s motion, 
which  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Merrick  at  length  modified  his  motion  so  as 
to  call  the  bill  “an  act  to  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
istence of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columhia  for 
two  years,  with  certain  restrictions;”  and  this  title 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  additional  to  the  acts  regulating  the  shipment 
and  discharge  of  seamen  and  the  duties  of  consuls. 

By  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  mo- 
dified so  f?s  take  effect  from  and  alter  the  first  of 
next  October;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

Mr,  Preston  moyed  the  printing  of  10,000  copies 
of  Mr-  Poinsett’s  project  for  a standing  army  of 
100,000  militia,  together  with  Mr.  Poinsett’s  two 
letters  of  explanation  of  that  project,  (the  latter  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.) 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  lo  amend  the  mo- 
tion hy  adding  the  reports  of  gen.  Jfnox  and  gen. 
Harrison. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  had  no  particular  objection, 
though  he, should  have  preferred  that  the  project  of 


Mr.  Poinsett  should  go  forth  unincumbered  by  any 
extraneous  matter. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said,  after  the  commit- 
tee and  the  senate  bad  refused  to  send  out  wilh 
their  report  the  sole  document  which  they  had 
officially  under  consideration,  containing  the  very 
subject  matter  of  their  report,  he  thought  it  not 
right  for  the  senator  from  Alabama  now  to  move 
this  appendage  to  the  project  of  the  secretary  of 
war.  But,  as  it  had  been  presented,  Mr.  C.  would 
vote  for  it  with  great  pleasure,  because  he  found  in 
the  reports  of  Harrison  what  was  most  highly  cre- 
ditable to  his  heart  as  a patriot,  and  to  his  head  as 
a man.  They  breathed  a spirit  of  liberty;  they 
deprecated  a standing  army;  they  showed  a great 
deference  to  all  the  powers  of  the  country;  they 
displayed  much  taste  and  energy  of  composition, 
and  could  not  but  increase  gen.  Harrison’s  reputa- 
tion for  diligence,  intelligence,  patriotism  and  hu- 
manity. Slill  it  would  have  been  far  more  appro- 
priate if  this  project  of  the  secretary  of  war  had 
gone  out  with  the  report  upon  it,  instead  of  these 
extraneous  appendages. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  insisted  that  all  these  do- 
cuments were  the  subject  matter  of  the  report  of 
the  committee;  which  report,  he  argued,  ought  not 
to  have  been  encumbered  with  any  of  (hem. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  replied  that,  if  the  re- 
ports of  Harrison  were  subject  matter  of  the  re- 
port, they  were  brought  forward  to  mitigate  the 
enormities  of  the  secretary  of  war.  The  senator 
from  Alabama  insisted  that  the  report  ought  to  be 
sent  out  unincumbered  with  other  matter,  and  why 
not  now  send  out  the  project  of  the  secretary  unin- 
cumbered with  other  matter? 

Still  Mr.  C.  did  not  object  to  sending  out  the 
reports  of  Harrison;  he  trusted  they  would  be  read 
attentively,  and  they  would  display  the  high  men- 
tal and  moral  qualities  of  their  author,  and,  above 
all,  they  would  show  a total  exemption  from  any 
unconstitutional  proposition. 

Mr.  C.  was  anxious  that  the  project  of  the  se- 
cretary should  be  printed,  not  orilyr  because  it  was 
often  called  for,  but  for  other  reasons.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  this  government  within  a few  years  had 
shown  what  was  to  be  expected.  Congress  ad- 
journed with  something  like  an  assurance  that  the 
deposites  would  not  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  But  they  were  removed  in  the 
recess.  The  sub-treasury  had  been  thrice  suppos- 
ed and  declared  to  be  dead  and  abandoned.  Yet  it 
was  apparently  about  to  pass.  So  this  project  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  which  had  been  recommended 
by  the  president,  and  “mitigated”  by  his  friends, 
though  it  was  defended  by  none,  in  case  events  in 
November  next  should  be  contrary  to  the  hopes  of 
the  country,  this  project  at  the  next  session,  might 
be  insisted  upon  and  perhaps  carried.  Mr.  C. 
therefore  wished  it  to  go  abroad,  that  the  people 
might  see  what  it  was,  and  he  should  have  prefer- 
red to  have  them  see  it  in  all  its  naked  deformity. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  rernaked  further  on  Gen.  Har- 
rison’s plan  as  one  to  give  a military  education  to 
all  the  youth  of  the  country,  and  he  replied  also  on* 
some  other  points,  charging  Mr.  C.  of  Ky.  with 
ignorance  of  the  reports  of  Harrison. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  retorted  the  charge  of  ignorance-, 
and  stated  that  he  had  examined  the  reports  fully; 
that  the  education  of  all  the  youth  of  the  country 
was  proposed  in  the  way  of  suggestion  as  desirable; 
that  his  reports  concluded  with  a call  on  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  draw  and  present  a plan  to  congress; 
that  a direct  proposilion  was  made  by  Harrison  to 
amend  the  constitution  with  a view  to  carrying  such 
a plan  into  effect; 

Mr.  Cfoy,  ofAla.  That  proposition  to  amend  the 
constitution  was  made  six  weeks  after  the  report. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  thanked  the  genlleman  for  this 
intimation.  Gen.  Harrison  having  found  that  some 
of  his  suggestions,  designed  to  aid  the  secretary  of 
war,  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution, 
promptly  corrected  the  error  into  which  he  had  fal- 
len, and  proposed  that  the  constitution  should  be 
amended.  And  was  all  this  a parallel  to  a direct 
plan  for  placing  100,000  militia  under  the  command 
and  control  of  the  president? 

[It  appeared  furlher  from  the  discussion  that  it 
was  suggested  by  gen.  Harrison  to  have  gymnastic 
exercises  in  all  the  common  schools  of  the  country, 
and  military  exercises  in  the  higher  schools,  con- 
nected with  the  ordinary  branches  of  education,  the 
extra  expense  to  be  paid  by  the  U.  States], 

Mr.  Anderson  spoke  at  some  length  in  mitigation 
of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  acerbation  of  that 
of  general  Harrison. 

Mr.  Preston  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  real 
denunciation  of  the  project  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  ad- 
ded to  his  former  motion,  as  amended,  the  printing: 
of  the  two  bills  drawn  up  by  gen.  Harrison  in  con- 
nexion with  his  reports-. 
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Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  moved  to  add  the  laws  of  1792 
and  1803  on  the  subject  of  the  militia,  but  this  mo- 
tion was  not  in  order,  and  Mr.  Preston  would  not 
accept  it. 

Mr.  Preston’s  motion,  as  modified  by  himself,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  amend  it 
by  an  order  to  print  the  laws  of  1792  and  1803, 
Which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Strange,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay, of  Ky.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Huntington,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Inda.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Web- 
ster, Wight — 16. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  to  print  10,000  copies 
of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  project,  together  with  gen.  Knox’s 
report,  the  three  reports  and  two  bills  of  gen.  Har- 
rison, and  the  laws  of  1792  and  1803,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  seriate  again  took  up  the  unfavorable  report 
of  the  committee  of  claims  on  the  bill  from  the  house 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  Robert  Fulton.  When  the 
resolution  rejecting  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  17.  Mr.  Nicholas  presented  a petition  from 
Hezekiah  L.  Thistle,  stating  that  he  has  invented 
a mode  of  constructing  wrought  iron  cannon  that 
has  received  the  approbation  of  scientific  persons, 
and  desires  the  government  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  improvement. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish 
vessels. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  rose,  and  was  proceeding 
to  censure  the  National  Intelligencer  of  to-day  for 
the  omission  of  the  latter  portion  of  his  explana- 
tion and  remonstrance  in  regard  to  the  Intelligen- 
cer’s report  of  the  proceedings  on  Mr.  Poinsett’s 
project,  when  he  was  informed  that  the  omission 
was  caused  by  a hurried,  and  certainly  accidental, 
oversight  of  the  Globe  reporter,  to  whom  alone  he 
handed  his  notes,  when  no  reporter  of  the  Intelli- 
gencer, owing  to  sickness,  was  present.  Mr.  C. 
then  read  the  residue  of  his  explanation,  which 
was  as  follows: 

I have  felt  less  inclined  to  ascribe  these  errors  to 
accident  on  account  of  another  misstatement  of  the 
Intelligence,  which  has  appeared  daily  at  the  head 
of  our  proceedings  upon  Mr.  Poinsett’s  report. 
That  paragraph  is  in  the  following  words: 

“The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  print  21), 009  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  militia  on  Mr.  Poinsett’s  project 
for  a standing  army  of  109,000  militia.” 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  Mr.  Poinsett  has  sub- 
mitted no  “plan  for  a standing  army  of  100,000 
militia.”  His  plan  purports  to  be  one  for  the  re- 
organization and  discipline  of  the  militia.  I un- 
derstand reporters  are  admitted  here  to  give  a trans- 
script of  our  proceedings;  that  is,  a statement  of 
facts,  and  not  their  construction  or  inferences.  We 
are  sufficiently  libelled  and  slandered  by  letter  wri- 
ters. 1 am  at  least  unwilling  to  tolerate  it  in  re- 
porters. Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  make  some  fur- 
ther remarks,  censuring  the  Intelligencer  reports, 
and  insisting  on  a reporter’s  confining  himself  to 
facts,  (which,  by  the  reporter’s  inference,  must  ex- 
clude all  epitomes). 

Mr.  Allen  made  a few  remarks  on  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  reporting  with  accuracy;  said  that  party  re- 
ports went  forth  from  this  body,  and  gave  notice 
that  he  would  hold  himself  responsible  for  nothing 
respecting  hiuiseif  which  was  not  reported  in  the 
first  person. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  could  not  allow 
this  occasion  to  pass  without  expressing  his  dissent 
to  any  senator’s  rising  in  his  place  for  the  purpose  of 
commenting  on  any  newspaper  article  in  relation  to 
himself.  Mr.  C.  had  never  done  so,  and  did  not 
think  it  consistent  with  that  dignity  and  elevation 
to  which  the  senate  -ought  to  aspire.  And,  if  it 
were  done  in  all  cases,  the  senate  could  do  scarcely 
any  think  else,  for,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  think  he 
ever  saw'  a single  paragraph  in  the  Globe  in  which 
he  was  correctly  reported.  For  every  one  misrepre- 
sentation on  his  side  he  believed  there  were  ten  on 
the  other.  Yet  he  had  never  commented  on  those 
reports  in  his  place,  but  left  his  character  to  stand  or 
fall  by  his  acts.  And  suppose  the  senate  should 
appoint  their  own  reporters,  they  would  be  appoint',  d 
by  a party  majority,  which  would  increase  instead 
of  correcting  the  evil.  Mr.  C.  also  vindicated  the 
right  of  the  press  and  its  reporters  to  give  descrip- 
tions, draw  inferences,  make  epitomes,  ike. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  insisted  that  the  gentle- 
man had  uo  right  to  dictate  to  him  how  he  should 


act  or  what  he  should  say.  Mr.  C.  thought  it  his 
duty,  as  well  as  his  right,  to  correct  false  and  frau- 
dulent statements  in  reports  of  proceedings.  Edi- 
tors themselves  would  make  quite  perversions 
enough  in  their  comments.  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to 
charge  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  with  having  wrong- 
ly characterised  Mr.  Calhoun’s  land  project  as  a do- 
nation. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  renounced  all  purpose 
of  dictation,  but  he  insisted  that  he  would  not  be 
tongue-tied  on  subjects  brought  by  gentlemen  be- 
fore the  senate  lor  tree  discussion.  Mr.  C.  did  charac- 
terise Mr.  Calhoun’s  plan  as  a donation,  and  he  did 
it  expressly  by  inference,  that  though  it  was  but  half 
a donation  now,  it  would  become  quite  so  in  its  pro- 
gress. And  this  Mr.  C.  still  maintained. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  insisted  that  this  correc- 
tion of  reports  did  not  bear  on  the  gentleman — [in- 
ference wanting.]  Mr.  C.  was  understood  also  to 
charge  him  with  dictating  to  senators  how  they 
stiouid  act  in  regard  to  their  instructions. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  senators  on  his 
side  had  again  and  again  been  taunted  and  repre- 
hended for  non-compliance  with  their  instructions, 
and  Mr.  C.  had  never  designed  any  thing  like  dicta- 
tion. 

Mr.  Linn  said  that  matters  of  this  kind  had  been 
seven  times  brought  up  since  he  was  a member  of 
the  senate.  This  proved  to  him  the  importance  of 
making  the  reporters  officers  of  the  body.  The 
journal  represented  truly  what  was  done;  and  if  re- 
marks were  reported  at  all,  they  ought  to  be  report- 
ed as  spoken.  The  notes,  before  printing,  should 
be  given  to  members  for  their  revision,  for  other- 
wise they  would  inevitably  be  tinged  wilh  a politi- 
cal character.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  been  twice  mis- 
represented. In  on£  case  he  was  made  to  argue  in 
favor  of  consolidating  all  the  banking  powers  of  the 
country  in  the  general  government.  The  other  case 
was,  that  Mr.  L.  having  described  the  proper  cha- 
racter for  Floridia  armed  settlers,  was  made  to  say 
“they  would  be  as  good  as  Indians.” 

Mr.  Walker  now  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  selecting  an  equal  num- 
ber of  reporters,  of  both  political  parties,  who  shall  be 
sworn  to  report  correctly,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
proceedings  of  this  body. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate  a precise  statement  of  the  revenues 
actually  received  from  all  sources,  between  the  end  of 
the  last  fiscal  year  and  the  first  dav  of  the  present 
month,  so  far  as  ascertained  at  this  time. 

- Mr.  Linn  asked  tile  indulgence  of  the  senate  to 
take  up  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
“an  act  to  amend  an  act  lor  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations 
of  land  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1S30 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians.”  Mr.  L.  explained  the 
object  of  the  bill,  and  his  belief  that  it  would  be  a 
measure  of  economy  to  the  government.  It  was 
so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time  of  the  commis- 
sion to  1841,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  erection  of  certain  light- 
houses and  light-boats,  and  the  establishment  of 
buoys  and  beacon-lights,  was  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and,  after  being  amended, 
Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Francis 
Gehan,  late  marshal  of  the  territory  of  Wiskonsin, 
was  also  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  making  further  provision  to 
prevent  the  abuse  of  the  flag  of  the  U.  States,  and 
the  use  of  unanthorised  papers,  in  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Davis  explained,  in  detail,  the  objects,  man- 
ner of  operation,  and  effects  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  made  a ship  builder  punishable  if  he  had 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  ship  was  for  the 
slave  trade;  Mr.  M.  being  understood  to  argue  that 
he  ought  not  to  be  punished  unless  he  knew  it. 

The  bill  and  the  amendment  were  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Davis,  Calhoun,  Grundy,  King,  Merrick, 
and  Webster.  All  were  understood  to  be  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  but  Mr.  Calhoun  was  understood  to 
inculcate  caution  as  to  British  example  and  British 
guidance,  and  Mr.  Grundy  as  to  offending  Britain 
in  the  existing  state  of  our  mutual  relations. 

Mr.  Merrick’s  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  The  senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  KEPliESF.XTATIVES. 

Thursday,  June  11.  Mr.  Wick  asked  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Howard,  of  Indiana), 
for  two  weeks  from  Monday  next,  which  was 
granted. 


Mr.  Hillen  (on  leave  given)  presented  a memorial 
from  merchants  of  Baltimore,  in  relation  to  the  pilot 
law. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  motion,  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  recommit  to  the  commit- 
tee on  comuferce  the  bill  reported  therefrom  by  Mr. 
Hillen,  providing  for  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law. 

Mr.  Hillen  (who  retained  the  floor  from  yester- 
day ) continued  his  remarks  during  the  morning  hour 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  recommit.  Mr.  H. 
had  not  concluded  when  the  speaker  announced  that 
the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

Several  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  wpre 
put  on  their  first  and  second  readings,  and  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committees. 

The  bill  to  establish  a uniform  rule  of  mileage 
for  members  of  congress  coming  up  in  the  order  of 
business  on  the  speaker’s  table,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  final  passage,  Mr.  Black  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table.  Mr.  Leel  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas 
26,  nays  130.  So  the  house  determined  that  the  bill 
should  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

[At  a subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings,  se- 
veral members  rose  and  stated  that  they  had  voted 
in  the  affirmative  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
under  the  mistaken  apprehension  that  the  question 
was  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  They  were  al- 
lowed to  change  their  votes,  and  the  list  of  yeas  and 
nays  was  corrected  accordingly.] 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Dromgonle  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded.  And  the  main  question 
(being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill)  was  ordered  to  be 
taken,  and,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  vote 
stood  yeas  148,  nays  13.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  moved  a reconsi- 
deration of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  reconsideration, 
Mr.  T.  made  some  remarks,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  this  was  an  effort  between  the  two  parties  as 
to  who  should  out-demagogue  the  other.  He  dwelt 
on  the  injustice  of  paying  members  for  a direct 
route  when  they  were  obliged  to  travel  by  a circui- 
tous route,  as  the  southwestern  members  were.  He 
predicted  that  the  bill  would  not  be  suffered  to  re- 
main in  operation  after  the  presidential  election, 
and  hoped  that  the  house  would  now  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  it  had  been  passed.  After  a few  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  Stanly  and  T.eet,  Mr.  Under- 
wood moved  the  previous  question;  which  was  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question,  (being  on  the 
reconsideration),  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken  were:  yeas  29,  nays  135.  So  the  vote  was 
not  reconsidered. 

The  bill  heretofore  reported  from  the  committee 
on  the  library,  on  the  subject  of  international  ex- 
changes, coming  up,  and  the  question  being  on  its 
third  reading;  Mr.  Pelrikin  objected.  Mr.  Tilling- 
hast  made  some  explanations  in  reply  to  Mr.  Petri- 
kin.  After  which,  on  motion  of  ttie  latter  gentle- 
man, the  biil  (or  joint  resolution)  was  committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  (he  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  house  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks, 
of  Va.  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  the  sub-treasury 
bill.  Mr.  Parish  resumed  his  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  had  not  conoluded  when,  at  half  past 
two  o’clock,  the  house  took  the  usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Parish  resumed  and  con- 
cluded his  remarks.  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  fol- 
lowed, and  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition  to 
to  the  bill.  Mr.  Floyd  then  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  bill;  after  Mr. 
F.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Banard  obtained  the  floor; 
and,  on  his  motion,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  June  12.  The  unfinished  business  of  fhe 
morning  hour  being  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  commerce  in  favor  of  a 
repeal  of  the  pilot  law. 

Mr.  Hillen  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  motion,  and  in  favor  of  a repeal  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  Grinnell,  of  New  York,  then  took  the  floor, 
and  spoke  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  against 
the  repeal  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Both  submitted  a preamble  and  resolution, 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  martial  in  the  rase  of  lieut  Hooe,  on 
which  the  preamble  alleged  that  the  testimony  of 
two  colored  nun  had  been  received. 

The  preamble,  accompanied  by  a resolution,  was 
read  lor  the  information  of  the  house,  as  follows: 

Whereas  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  a naval 
general  court  martial,  held  in  the  month  of  May, 
1839,  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Macedonian, 
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then  lying  in  Pensacola  bay,  for  the  trial  of  lieuten-  ( 
ant  George  Mann  Hooe,  of  Virginia,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  on  charges  and  specifications  originally 
preferred  against  him  by  commander  Uriah  P.  Levy; 
among  other  irregularities  complained  of  by  the  ac- 
cused, the  following  facts  will  appear,  which  call 
loudly  for  redress,  to  wit: 

That  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  James  Mitchell, 
the  steward,  a negro  servant  ot  the  said  commander 
Uriah  P.  Levy,  of  the  United  States  ship  Vandal i a, 
was  called  upon  and  sworn  as  a witness  on  behalf 
ot  the  prosecution,  to  testify  against  the  said  lieu- 
tenant Hooe;  that  the  accused  objected  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  witness  upon  the  ground  that  he 
was  a colored  man;  that  the  court  after  deliberation 
did  not  consider  the  objection  a valid  one,  and  or- 
dered the  examination  to  proceed;  that  the  accused 
then  offered  the  following  protest,  which  was,  at  his 
request,  spread  upon  the  record: 

“The  accused  begs  leave  to  state  to  the  court 
most  distinctly,  that  he  solemnly  protests  against 
the  evidence  of  this  witness  being  received  and  re- 
corded. It  is  far  from  the  wish  of  the  accused  to 
object  to  any  evidence  which  the  court  may  deem 
legal;  but  the  witness  is  a colored  man,  and  there- 
fore, in  ihe  opinion  ot  the  accused,  is  not  a compe- 
tent witness  even  before  this  tribunal. 

“G.  M.  HOOE, 

“Lieutenant  United  States  navy.” 
Whereupon  the  witness  proceeded  to  deliver  his 
evidence  before  the  court;  upon  the  conclusion  of 
which  the  accused  offered  the  following  paper  in 
writing,  which,  at  his  request,  was  also  spread  upon 
the  record: 

“The  accused  having  protested  against  the  evi- 
dence of  this  witness,  on  the  ground  that  he  con- 
ceives tiis  testimony'  to  be  altogether  illegal;  that  he 
knows  it  would  be  so  considered  before  the  civil 
tribunals  of  this  territory,  the  forms  and  customs  of 
which,  he  humbly  thinks,  should  be  as  closely'  fol- 
lowed by  a martial  court  as  possible;  therefore  asks 
to  spread  upon  the  record  the  fact  that  he  cannot 
consent  to,  and  has  totally  declined  cross-examin- 
ing this  witness. 

“GEORGE  MANN  HOOE, 

“Lieut.  U.  S.  N.” 

That  on  the  same  day,  to  wit:  the  30th  day  of 
May,  Daniel  Waters,  a negro  cook,  and  private  ser- 
vant of  the  said  original  prosecutor,  Uriah  P.  Levy, 
was  called,  sworn  and  examined  before  the  court: 
whereupon  the  accused  presented  the  follwing  pa- 
per in  writing,  which,  at  his  request,  was  spread 
upon  the  record,  to  wit: 

“The  court  having  decided  to  receive  and  record 
the  testimony  of  colored  persons,  the  accused,  in  re- 
gard to  this  witness,  can  only  reiterate  his  objections 
as  set  forth  in  the  case  of  Mitchell,  the  captain’s 
steward.  The  accused  will  pursue  the  same  course 
with  this  witness  that  he  decided  to  take  with  the 
other  colored  man. 

“GEORGE  MANN  HOOE, 
“Lieut.  U.  S.  N.” 

That  the  trial  progressed  until  Wednesday,  the 
5th  day  of  June,  when  Ihe  court  entered  up  its 
judgment,  of  which  the  following  is  the  conclusion: 
“And  the  court  therefore  hath  and  doth  sentence 
the  said  lieutenant  George  M.  Hooe  to  be  dismissed 
from  the  West  India  squadron,  after  having  been 
reprimanded  in  general  orders  by  the  honorable  the 
secretary  of  the  navy.” 

Which  said  proceedings  are  endorsed, 

“Approved,  J.  K PAULDING.” 

That  on  ihe  return  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  the  seat  of  government,  the  said  lieutenant 
George  M.  Hooe  addressed  a remonstrance  to  his 
excellency  the  president  complaining  of  the  irregu- 
larities of  the  court,  generally,  which  remonstrance 
concludes  with  the  following  statement: 

“There  is  one  other  point  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  (touching  their  legality)  to  which  Iinvite 
the  particular  attention  of  your  excellency.  It  re- 
spects a matter  to  which  all  southern  men  are  deep- 
ly sensitive — and,  if  not  overruled  by  your  excel- 
lency, will  assuredly  drive  many  valuable  men  from 
the  navy.  In  the  progress  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  court,  two  negroes,  one  the  cook,  and  the  other 
private  steward  of  commander  Levy',  were  intro- 
duced as  witnesses  against  me.  I protested  against 
their  legal  competency  to  be  witnesses  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Florida,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  ne- 
groes. The  court  disregarded  my  exception,  and, 
as  the  record  shows,  they  were  allowed  to  be  ex- 
amined, and  to  testify  on  my  trial.  This  I charge 
as  a proceeding  illegal  and  erroneous  on  the  part  of 
the  court,  and,  if  so,  according  to  established  law 
and  precedent,  must  vitiate  and  set  aside  their  whole 
proceedings.  All  which  is  inosl  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration  and  final  decision  by 
your  obedient  servant, 

“GEORGE  MANN  HOOE, 
“Lieut.  U.  S.  N.” 


That,  after  an  examination  of  the  record,  the  pre- 
sident returned  the  same  to  the  navy  department 
with  the  following  endorsement: 

“The  president  finds  nothing  in  the  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  lieut.  Hooe  which  requires  his  inter- 
ference. M.V.  B. 

And  whereas  the  introduction  of  negroes  and  pri- 
vate servants  of  the  prosecutors  as  witnesses,  to 
testify  against  the  characters  of  gentlemen  of  the 
navy,  in  the  service  of  their  country,  is  a practice, 
though  sanctioned  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  that  will  not  be  justified  and  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated  by  southern  men,  or  “ northern  men  with 
southern  principles ,”  and  if  not  arrested,  must  ope- 
rate as  a ruinous  injury  to  the  navy,  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  its  officers,  and  to  the  infinite  discredit  of  the 
government: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
be  required  to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  held  for  the  trial  of 
lieutenant  George  Hooe,  that  his  wrongs  may  be 
promptly  redressed,  and  the  evils  complained  of  correct- 
ed without  delay. 

Mr.  Botls  said  if  it  was  objected  to,  he  would 
move  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  held  himself  responsible,  both  personally 
and  officially,  for  the  truth  of  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  preamble — responsible,  there  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas  objected  to  the  reception  of 
the  resolution.  He  was  opposed  to  any  business 
being  thrown  in  to  interfere  with  the  regular  busi- 
ness of  the  house.  He  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  did  not  know  the  bearing  or  purposes  of  the  re- 
solution— whether  it  was  intended  to  have  legis- 
lative action  upon  it  hereafter  or  not;  and  until  he 
could  understand  the  objects  of  the  mover,  he  must 
object. 

Mr..  Bolts  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enable 
him  to  present  the  preamble  and  resolution,  and  on 
that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  were — 
yeas  95,  nays  85.  So  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Bolts  said  his  object  was  attained;  he  was 
satisfied;  he  had  got  the  facts  before  the  country. 

Mr.  McKay  (who  had  voted  witti  the  most  of  the 
southern  men  against  the  resolution,  because  it  was 
ill-timed,  and  because  they  were  by  inference  chal- 
lenged and  dared  to  oppose  it)  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  directed  to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  a court  martial  held  in  May  and 
June  oflS39,  for  the  trial  of  lieutenant  George  M.  Hooe, 
of  the  navy,  with  any  action  of  the  executive  had  there- 
on. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  must  object  to  this  resolu- 
tion also,  and  to  any  interruption  of  the  regular  bu- 
siness. 

Mr.  McKay  then  withdrew  it,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  would  offer  it  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  the  house  resolving  itself 
into- committee  of  the  whole  on  Ihe  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Underwood  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion,  which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  112, 
nays  72.  So  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  motion 
under  the  new  rule  requiring  but  a majority. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  ( Mr.  Banks  in 
the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
dependent treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  spoke 
till  the  hour  of  recess,  without  concluding,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

Evening  session.  After  the  recess,  there  being 
but  about  twenty  members  within  the  bar. 

Mr.  Everett  thought  that  was  rather  tob  small  a 
congregation  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Barnard ] to  address.  He  therefore  objected 
to  going  again  into  committee,  unless  a greater 
number  were’present,  and  intimated  his  wish  to  have 
a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  McKay  thought  the  house  had  better  go  into 
committee,  as  in  less  time  than  it  would  take  to 
have  a call,  it  was  probable  a quorum  would  ap- 
pear. 

After  some  further  debate  of  a desultory  charac- 
ter. Mr.  McKay  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which 
was  ordered  by  a vote  of — yeas  37,  nays  7. 

The  call  was  then  proceeded  in  for  some  time. 
Mr.  Everett  said  that,  as  an  additional  number  of 
members  had  now  arrived,  he  had  no  objection  to 
go  into  committee,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  all 
further  proceeding  in  the  cal!  be  suspended.  On 
this  motion,  Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  not  ordered.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  the  motion  to  suspend,  and  it  was  ne- 
gatived. * 

The  proceedings  of  the  call  were  then  resumed, 
and  the  roll  having  been  gone  through  80  members 


answered  to  their  names.  The  doors  were  then 
closed,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees  called,  after 
which  86  members  W'ere  found  to  be  present.  " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhctt,  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  were  then  dispensed  wilh. 

It  was  now  five  o’clock,  when  Mr.  McCulloh 
moved  to  adjourn;  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  4,  nays  95, 
So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dana  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  intro- 
duce a resolution  requiring  the  clerk  to  publish  in 
one  of  the  city  newspapers,  a list  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  all  subjects. 

After  some  debafe  of  a conversational  character, 
which  terminated  in  a motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  resolution,  Mr 
Evans  raised  a point  of  order,  which  was,  that 
there  being  no  quorum  present,  the  speaker  could 
not  entertain  any  question  or  motion.  The  speaker 
decided  that,  according  to  the  gentleman’s  own  rule, 
his  point  of  order  could  not  be  entertained,  there 
being  no  quorum  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole  a call  of  the  house 
was  again  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  until  125  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names. 

A quorum  now  being  present,  and  there  being  a 
sufficient  number  to  listen  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  entitled  to  the  floor,  by  general  consent, 
all  further  proceedings  in  the  call  were  dispensed 
with. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
independent  treasury  bill.  Mr.  Barnard  proceeded 
with  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill  until  7 
o’clock.  Mr.  Galbraith  then  took  the  floor,  and  in 
a very  pointed  manner  commented  upon  the  “pecu- 
liar excellencies”  of  a national  bank,  as  compared 
with  the  system  contemplated  in  this  bill.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  he  quoted  several  striking 
instances  where  the  old  United  States  bank  had. 
shown  how  far  such  an  institution  was  to  be  depend- 
ed upon  as  a regulator  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  Shepard  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way 
to  a motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and,  at  9 o’clock  P.  M. 
the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  13.  The  chair  announced  that 
the  first  business  in  order  was  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Randolph]  to  re- 
commit to  the  committee  on  commeice  the  bill  re- 
ported from  that  committee  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Hillen],  to  repeal  the  law  of  1837, 
regulating  pilots. 

Mr.  Grinnell,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
sumed his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the 
law,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Hillen]. 

Mr.  Monroe,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  the  previous  question;  but  gave  way  at  the 
suggestion  of 

Mr.  Holleman,  who  advocated  the  repeal  of  the 
law.  After  speaking  of  the  hardships  and  merits 
of  the  pilots  generally,  Mr.  H.  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Ihe  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  subject 
was  passed  by. 

Mr.  Wise,  by  general  consent,  offered,  on  behalf 
of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Botts],  who  was  absent  on 
the  committee  of  elections,  the  following  resolu- 
tion, as  a substitute  for  that  offered  by  that  gen- 
tleman on  yesterday,  which  was  read  arid  agreed 
to,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  of  the  record  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  naval  court  martial  held  on 
hoard  the  United  States  ship  Macedonian,  then  lying  in 
Pensacola  bay,  for  the  trial  of  lieutenant  George  M. 
Hooe,  together  with  the  approval,  if  any,  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy;  the  re- 
monstrances, if  any,  of  the  said  lieutenant  Hone,  ad- 
dressed to  ihe  president  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
the  proceedings  ot  the  executive  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr.  Shepard  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained  the  floor, 
and  opposed  the  bill.  When  Mr.  E.  had  finished, 
and  there  being  no  other  person  who  claimed  the 
floor  to  speak,  the  cry  o ' question,  question,  was 
called  from  every  part  of  the  hall;  when  Mr.  Davis 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  and  the  committee 
having  been  divided  on  that  motion,  there  were — 
ayes  20,  noes  40.  The  committee  refused  to  rise; 
but  there  being  no  quorum,  the  chairman  rose  and 
reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  20,  1840— CONGRESS 


255 


Mr.  Dromgoote  remarked,  that  if  there  had  been 
a quorum  present  in  committee,  the  question  could 
have  been  taken.  Therefore,  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  a quorum,  he  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which,  having  been  ordered,  were — 
yeas  35,  nays  50.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  hour  of  2 J o’clock  having  arrived,  the  house 
took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  The  question  pending  being  on 
the  motion  for  a call  of  the  house,  after  some  con- 
versational debate  as  to  the  propriety  of  going  into 
committee  without  a quorum,  Mr.  Andrews  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  and  being  ordered  on 
the  motion  for  a call  of  the  house,  were  taken,  and 
resulted — yeas  68,  nays  55.  So  the  call  was  order- 
ed, and  proceeded  in  until  141  members  answered 
to  their  names. 

A quorum  now  being  present,  a motion  to  sus- 
pend all  further  proceedings  in  the  call  prevailed. 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  independent  treasury  bill. 

No  member  claiming  the  floor,  there  was  a gene- 
ral cry  of  “question.” 

Mr.  Pope  then  rose  and  intimated  his  wish  to 
address  the  committee,  but  not  being  prepared  with 
his  books  and  papers  he  wished  to  use,  he  was  w il- 
ling to  waive  his  right  to  any  other  gentleman,  should 
the  committee  not  be  disposed  to  rise. 

Mr.  Holmes  move  that  the  committee  rise.  This 
motion  was  negatived — ayes  68,  noes  69. 

Mr.  Burke,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  took  the 
floor,  and  at  some  length  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pope  then  renewed  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  commit- 
tee thereupon  rose. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  15.  Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  rules 
of  the  house  be  suspended  to  receive  a motion  that 
the  house  will  now  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  James  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed  to  his  colleague  to  allow  him 
to  offer  a resolution  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment 
on  the  1 1th  of  July.  [Crtesofno.no!  Let  us  get 
the  bill  out  first].  Mr.  Jones  declining,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  suspending  the  rules,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  87,  nays  43.  So  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  house  went  again  into 
committee  of  the  w hole  on  the  state  of  the  union 
(Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  conside- 
ralion  of  the  sub  treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  took  the  floor  in  a speech 
which  occupied  the  committee  till  the  hour  of  re- 
cess, without  being  concluded. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky  resum- 
ed his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  con- 
cluded at  five  o’clock. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Black, 
of  Gtorgia,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  until  se- 
ven o’clock,  (having  yielded  the  floor  for  explanation 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  Messrs.  King,  of 
Georgia,  Wise,  and  Francis  Thomas).  Mr.  B.  had 
not  concluded,  when  he  gave  way  to  a motion  by 
Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  that  the  committee  rise;  jrhich 
prevailing — 

The  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  16.  The  journal  of  yesterday  hav- 
ing been  read,  Mr.  Bond,  from  the  select  commit- 
tee to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of 
William  Wright  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  government  with  the  Common- 
wealth bank  cf  Boston,  rose  and  asked  leave  to 
make  a report.  On  a former  occasion,  Mr.  B.  had 
stated  that  the  committee  could  not  accomplish  the 
purposes  of  their  appointment  without  further  pow- 
er from  the  house,  and  the  report  which  he  now 
proposed  to  make  had  reference  to  that  point.  Ob- 
jection having  been  made,  Mr.  Bond  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas 
55,  nays  84.  So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  recommit  to  the 
committee  on  commerce  the  report  heretofore  made 
by  Mr.  Hillen,  to  repeal  the  law  regulating  pilots. 

And  the  immediately  pending  question  was  on 
the  second  for  the  previous  question,  which  had 
heretofore  been  demanded.  And  the  question  hav- 
ing been  taken,  the  call  for  the  previous  question 
was  seconded. 

[By  this  vote,  the  motion  to  recoinmittee  was 
cut  otf,  and  the  house  was  brought  to  a direct  vote 
on  the  main  question,  “shall  the  bill  be  read  the  se- 
cond time?”] 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Cushing  asked  lor  the  reading  of  the  law  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  to  be  repealed. 


The  speaker  said  it  could  only  be  read  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  and  other  gentlemen  objected. 

And  the  main  question,  “shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  93,  nays  89.  So 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

And  having  been  read  a second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  Mr.  Tillinghast  opposed  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  deprecating  all  party  feeling,  and 
contending  that  the  original  law  was  proper  in  its 
nature,  that  it  was  not  in  derogation  of  private 
right,  but,  in  fact,  an  enlargement  thereof;  and  that 
its  operation  upon  life  and  property  had  been  de- 
monstrated already  to  be  of  the  most  beneficial  and 
salutary  character. 

Mr.  Toland  also  made  some  remarks,  in  the  midst 
of  which  he  was  cut  off  by  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  Fisher  asked  to  be  excused  from  further  ser- 
vice as  a member  of  the  committee  of  elections, 
stating  as  a reason,  that  his  business,  as  well  in  as 
out  of  the  house,  was  suffering  in  consequence  of 
his  continual  employment  on  that  committee.  He 
deemed  it  due  to  his  constituents  and  to  himself  to 
make  this  motion. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Everelt,  Van- 
derpoel,  Fisher,  Morgan  and  Cushing,  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative; yeas  105,  nays  97.  So  the  house  decided 
that  Mr.  Fisher  should  be  excused  from  further  ser- 
vice on  the  committee  of  elections. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  leave  to  otfer  a joint  resolu- 
tion fixing  Thursday,  the  9th  day  of  July,  as  the 
day  on  which  congiess  would  adjourn.  Objected 
to. 

A number  of  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table 
were  put  on  their  first  and  second  reading,  and  were 
appropriately  referred.  A joint  resolution  from  the 
library  committee,  on  the  subject  of  international 
exchanges,  coining  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pelrikin, 
(a  bill  of  a similar  character  having  been  commit- 
ted a few  days  since),  its  further  consideration  was 
postponed  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  rules 
were  again  suspended,  and  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  ot  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Va.  in  the  chair)  and  resum- 
ed kthe  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Mr. 
Black,  who  held  the  floor  from  last  evening,  resum- 
ed his  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  concluded 
at  a quarter  past  two  o’clock.  Mr.  Crockett  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and  commenced  some  remarks  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  when  the  usual  hour  having  arrived 
the  house  tool*  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  house  met  after  recess  and 
Mr.  Crockett  resumed  his  speech  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  which  he  concluded  between  five  and  six 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Bell  obtained  the  floor,  (for  which  there  are 
still  a number  of  competitors),  and  went  at  large 
into  a speech  on  the  same  side,  cairying  back  his 
investigations  into  the  earliest  periods  of  recorded 
history  to  show'  the  dangers  apprehended  from  the 
embezzlement  of  the  public  treasure,  and  the  means 
resorted  to  for  its  safe-keeping;  whence  he  proceed 
ed  to  the  modern  expedient  of  banks,  on  which  he 
was  commenting,  when,  at  half  past  seven  o’clock, 
he  gave  way  for  a motion  that  the  committee  rise. 
The  ayes  on  this  motion  were  41,  the  noes  47.  No 
quorum  having  voted,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported that  fact  to  the  house. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  New  York,  moved 
a call  of  the  house.  A motion  was  then  made  to 
adjourn;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demand- 
ed, were  oidtred,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  55,  nays  55.  The  chair  voting  in  the 
affirmative — the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  17.  Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  leave 
to  offer  a resolution  proposing  an  adjournment  on 
the  9th  of  July  next.  Loud  objections  being  made, 
Mr.  Casey  said,  I am  for  that,  all  sorts  of  ways; 
therefore  I call  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  they  were 
ordered  accordingly,  and  been  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  77,  nays  86.  So  the  rules  were  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  Craig  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit  a 
resolution  fixing  the  daily  hour  for  the  meeting  of 
the  house,  during  the  residue  of  the  session,  at  10 
o’clock,  instead  of  11,  as  at  present;  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  150,  nays  30.  So  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Craig  then  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  being  seconded,  put  and  carried,  and  the 
main  question  being  on  the  resolution,  it  was  car- 
ried without  a count. 

Mr.  Edwards  wished  to  offer  a resolution  direct- 
ing the  clerk  of  the  house  to  publish  in  one  of  the 


of  congress  who  shall  be  absent  at  a call  of  the  house 
or  at  a call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

[Much  sensation  was  manifest  in  the  house. 

Some  cried  “no,  no;”  others  “yes,  yes move  to 

suspend  the  rules.”] 

Mr.  Banks  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble, but  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  lie  with- 
drew the  motion.  The  question  then  recuiring  on 
suspending  the  rules,  to  admit  the  resolutionTthe 
yeas  and  nays  were  asked  by  the  mover,  and  or- 
dered. and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
106,  nays  70.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended  to  allow  the  motion  beiti"  of- 
fered. * ° 

Mr.  Adams,  on  leave,  presented  a petition  of  the 
mechanics  employed  at  the  new  treasury  building 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  that  an  appropri- 
ation may  be  made  tor  carrying  on  Ihe  work  on  the 
south  wing  of  the  said  building,  sufficient  to  keep 
them  in  employ  during  the  present  year;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
buildings. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported several  senate  bills;  the  one,  to  the  use  of  a 
new  oil  in  light  boats,  the  other  to  the  repeal  of  a 
law  respecting  the  number  of  passengers  in  foreign 
vessels,  leaving  ports  in  the  United  States  lor  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  for  Texas.  Mr.  C. 
explained  and  advocated  the  latter  bill. 

Mr.  Pelrikcn  and  Mr.  Vanderpoel  opposed  the  bill; 
and  on  motion  of  the  latter  gentleman,  its  conside- 
ration was  postponed  till  this  day  week. 

Further  reports  were  made  from  the  committee 
on  the  public  lands,  by  Messrs.  Reynolds,  Thompson 
of  Miss,  and  Lincoln. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  house,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  once  more  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  ot  the  wdiole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Bell,  who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday,  re- 
sumed his  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  floor  till  the  hour  of  recess 
without  concluding. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Bell  resumed  his  remarks 
and  addressed  the  committee  (without  concluding) 
until  a quarter  past  seven,  when  he  gave  way  to°a 
motion  by  Mr.  Alford  that  the  committee  rise.  The 
ayes  were  39,  the  noes  70 — so  the  committee  re- 
fused to  rise.  But  no  quorum  voted.  Mr.  Bell 
expressed  his  willingness  to  goon,  remarking  that 
he  would  take  no  advantage  of  the  absence^of  a 
quorum.  Mr.  Alford  and  Mr.  Adams  objected  to 
proceeding  without  a quorum.  So  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  fact  was  reported  to  the  house  that  the 
committee  found  itself  without  a quorum. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
motion,  by  yeas  50,  nays  80,  was  lost.  So  the  house 
refured  to  adjourn. 

And  a quorum  being  now  present,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  again  resumed  his  seat,  and  Mr. 
Bell  continued  his  remarks  for  some  time  lon°-er. 
In  the  course  of  them,  Mr.  B.  wa3  teplying  io  the 
published  speech  of  a colleague  of  his  [Mr.  Brown ] 
on  a former  occasion;  when  he  was  pronounced  out 
of  order  by  the  chairman  on  the  ground  of  irrele- 
vancy. An  appeal  was  taken  by  Mr.  Wise — when 
the  vote  stood  in  favor  of  the  decision  of  the  chair 
81,  against  it  38.  But  no  quorum  voted.  After 
some  conversation,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
chairman  reported  that  fact  to  the  house.  And, 
after  various  motions,  the  house,  by  yeas  39,  nays 
88,  t ejected  a motion  to  adjourn;  and  a quorum  hav- 
ing again  appeared,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bell  was  proceeding;  when  Mr.  Beatty  sub- 
mitted that,  having  been  declared  out  of  order,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  could  only 
proceed  by  leave.  The  chair  having  so  decided 
— on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  leave  was  given  to  Mr. 
Bell  to  proceed.  But  Mr.  Bell,  referring  to  his  past 
course  in  the  house  as  an  evidence  of  the  habitual 
respect  which  he  had  paid  to  its  rules,  remarked 
that,  unless  fie  should  be  permitted  to  reply  to  the 
speech  of  his  colleague,  and  to  show  that  the 
charges  there  made  against  himself  were  unfound- 
ed, he  had  nothing  more  to  say.  And  he  then  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Evans  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tenn.  requested 
Mr.  E.  to  yield  the  floor  to  enable  him  (Mr.  B.) 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  his  colleague.  Mr. 
Evans  would  cheerfully  do  so,  he  said,  but  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ( Mr.  Bell) 
having  been  declared  out  of  order,  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Brown)  could  not,  under  the  rules,  be  per- 
mitted to  reply.  He  (Mr.  E.)  declined,  therefore, 
to  yield  the  floor. 

And  then,  at  10  o’clock,  the  committee  rose — 
;and  the-  house  adjourned. 
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Adilie,  is  the  name  given  by  the  French  exploring 
expedition,  in  honor  to  their  queen,  to  an  island  winch 
they  htive  discovered,  extending  from  lat.  65  to  67 
S.  and  from  long.  139  30  to  185  30  E.  of  Paris.  It  is  i 
completely  protected  by  an  icey  barrier  extending 
many  miles  into  the  sea. 

Anniversary  of  printing.  The  400th  anniversary 
of  the  invention  of  'he  art  of  printing  is  to  be  celebiat- 
ed  at  Fanuel  Hall,  Boston,  on  the  24th  inst.  Printers 
in  every  part  of  the  union,  together  with  their  associates 
in  the  art, — are  invited  to  attend. 

The  American  Home  Missionary  society.  The 
14th  annual  report  states  that  680  missionaries  had  been 
in  commission  during  the  past  year  and  had  extended 
their  labors  over  22  different  states  and  territories,  and 
in  Lower  Canada.  During  the  past  year  4,750 persons 
were  added  to  the  churches,  and  60,000  scholars  at- 
tended the  Sabbath  schools.  Receipts  of  the  year, 
§178,343  20. 

The  American  Tract  society.  During  the  last 
vear  3,408,500  publications  have  been  printed,  and 
4,219,721  circulated.  Since  the  formation  of  the  so- 
ciety 1,125  644,705  pages  have  been  printed,  and 
1 041,671,276  pages  circulated.  Receipts  for  the  year 
@117,596  16. 

Anthracite  iron.  Malleable  iron  has  been  made 
from  pigs  formed  at  the  anthracite  furnace  at  Roaring 
creek,  Pa.  This  is  a most  important  result. 

Trade  with  Arabia.  We  learn  that  our  esteemed 
fellow  citizen,  capt  Drinker,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  sultan  of  Muscat’s  ship  now  fitting 
out  at  the  New  York  navy  yard.  His  sullanic  majes- 
ty proposes  placing  a ship  of  600  tons  in  the  trade  with 
this  country,  and  it  is  understood  that  capt.  D.  is  to  sail 
jjgj.  [Phil.  North  Amer. 

Beet  sdgar.  Recent  experiments  prove  that  sugar 
can  be  made  from  the  beet  cheaper  than  from  the  cane. 
The  ri'du  kind  of  beets,  properly  cultivated,  will  produce 
7 or 8 percent,  of  good  chrystalized  sugar,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  4 cents  per  pound.  Cane  is  a very  uncertain 
crop,  and  rapidly  exhausts  the  land,  whilst  a contrary 
effect  is  the  result  of  the  cultivation  of  the  beet.  Be- 
sides the  pulp  of  the  beet,  after  the  saccharine  matter 
has  been  pressed  out,  is  excellent  food  tor  all  kinds 
of  cattle  and  for  hogs,  enabling  a farmers  to  raise  and 
fatten  a much  larger  stock  ot  animals  for  market  than 
he  could  have  done  before  he  began  the  culture  of  the 
j,e3t-  [Phil.  Sent. 

Congress.  It  is  supposed  will  adjourn  about  the  mid- 
dle of  July. 

Copper.  New  and  very  important  discoveries  of 
copper  ore  have  been  made  upon  the  Current  river,  in 
Missouri,  a few  miles  from  the  old  mines,  at  a distance 
of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
earth.  It  is  said  to  be  found  in  a solid  body. 


Cotton  market.  At  New  York  1,200  bales  sold  on 
the  13m,  and  averaged  about  1,000  bales  daily  since. 
Prices  range  from  6 1-2  to  11  cts. 

At  Charleston,  last  week,  the  sales  of  cotton  were 
3,347  bales  Upland  at  6 a 9 1-2  cents;  there  are  lots, 
however,  in  the  market  held  a fraction  above  the  highest 
quotation.  Sales  of  274  long  cottons  at  21  a 40  cents. 
The  demand  for  Upland  was  active,  but  the  sales  were 
limited  by  the  small  stock  for  sale.  The  stock-  on 
Saturday'  was  16,909  Upland  and  1,937  Sea  Island — 
but  of  Upland  there  was  not  over  2,500  bags  in  mar- 


kc  t for  sn  le. 

New' Orleans,  June  4,  sales  3.500  hales,  5th  2,000,  6th 
1 0 JO,  at  the  following  prices:  1,200  Tennessee  and  Mis- 
sissippi mixed  middling  at  5 a 7 cents  per  lb.;  1,200 
north  Alabama  at  6 3 4;  30J  do.  at  6 1-4;  900  Louisi- 
ana, closed  out  of  a large  lot,  (a  resale),  at  7 5-16,  ordi- 
nary middling;  one  crop  of  Mississippi  of  about.  175 
b lies  at  10  3 4,  and  300  Mississippi  middling  at  7 5-S. 
There  are  very  few  buyers  in  market,  and  little  compe- 
tition exisiing;  but,  our  holders  being  firm  in  their  de- 
mands, ami  stocks  in  first  hands  light,  they  succeed  in 
obtaining  the  quotations  I gave  you  on  Wednesday  for 
all  that  is  disposed  of.  The  accounts  from  the  interior  are 
encouraging  for  planters,,  and  the  rivers  being  on  the 
fall,  it  is  hoped  no  further  damage  will  be  done  to  the 
growing  crop  in  low  lands. 

Worms  in  the  cotton  plant.  The  New  Orleans  True 
American  says  that  the  worms  have  been  making  great 
havoc  among  the  young  cotton  plants  of  Louisiana, 
and  that  many  fields  have  had  to  be  entirely  replanted. 


Deafness  cured.  D: . Turnbull  has  made  a remarka- 
ble discovery  of  a method  of  curing  deafness.  Two 
cases  are  related  apparently  well  authenticated,  of  the 
cure  of  two  pujjents,  one  nine  years  old  who  had  lost 
her  hearing  from  a fever  when  an  infant,  and  another 
a girl  thirteen  years  old,  who  was  horn  deaf.  The 
cure  was  affected  in  half  an  hour,  so  that  the  patient 
could  hear  the  ticking  of  a watch.  [ London  paper. 


Deaths.  The  number  reported  in  New  York  for 
the  la-t  week  117;  in  Philadelphia  98;  in  Baltimore  44: 
a ■ . ariosi  on,  S.  C.  15;  at  Mobile  during  the  month  if 
May  53. 


about  a week  ago,  quite  ill  and  much  enfeebled  but  it 
was  hoped  that  a change  of  air  would  restore  him. 
But  he  has  fallen  in  mid-career  of  a life  of  honor  and 
usefulness.  He  had  lived  without  reproach,  and  died 
to  be  universally  lamented.” 

Dancing  to  a profitable  tune-  It  is  stated  that  the 
receipts  at  ihe  Park  theatre,  New  York,  during  the 
fourteen  nighis  of  Mademoiselle  Elssler’s  appearance, 
average  @1,500  a night. 

A despotism.  At  the  late  New  England  anti  slave- 
ry convention,  it  was  decided  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  is  a rank  despotism,  and  its  great  po- 
litical parties  have  no  claim,  whatever,  to  the  appella- 
tions democratic,  republican,  whig  or  conservative. — 
'I’lie  declaratory  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mrs.  Ab- 
by  Kelley,  esq.  [Sun. 

Exchange.  New  York  13th  instant,  “sterling  bills 
are  very  abundant,  waiting  buyers.  The  brokers  still 
keep  up  the  quotations  at  and  above  7,  hut  large 
amounts  of  choice  bills  may  be  had  at  6 3-4.  Bullion 
keeps  coming  in,  and  with  this  low  rate  of  exchange, 
it  would  seem  impossible  that  any  should  be  exported. 
Domestic  exchanges  are  in  better  demand,  but  the  rates 
unchanged.” 

Domestic.  A draft  at  sight  on  New  York  for  $10,000 
sold  in  Philadelphia  on  the  16th  for  103  3-4. 

Emigration.  Seven  thousand  emigrants  had  arriv- 
ed at  Quebec  this  season,  up  to  the  1st  of  June. 

Flour.  Prices  at  Baltimore,  receiving  price  $4  44 
a 4 50;  selling  4 62  1-2;  inspections  of  the  week  1,260 
bbls.  At  Georgetown,  D.  C.  $4  50.  Alexandria  4 35 
receiving  price.  At  Richmond  84  62  1-2.  At  New 
Orleans  $3  75  for  best  brands,  and  2 87  1-2  for  sour. 

At  Callao,  on  the  18th  March,  $7  25  on  board. 

At  Rio  Jeneiro,  oil  the  4th  May,  $6  52  a 7 03. 

At  Yucatan,  on  the  15th  May,  @15,  duty  @3. 

“51,156  barrels  of  flour  and  25,918  bushels  of  wheat 
were  received  at  Albany,  during  the  second  week  in 
June,  via  the  Erie  canal.  It  is  estimated  that  there  is 
flour  enough  in  Buffalo  alone  to  furnish  bread  sufficient 
for  the  whole  state  until  after  the  next  harvest.’’ 

Leech  trade.  Dr.  Earle  says,  in  the  “American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,”  that  a traffic  in  this  ar- 
ticle is  carried  on  between  the  ports  of  Turkey  and 
Marseilles.  They  are  purchased  in  the  cities  first 
mentioned,  at  about  one  dollar  the  oke,  (a  Turkish 
weight  equal  to  about  two  and  a half  pounds).  There 
are  from  600  to  700  leeches  to  the  oke. 

Methodist  missionary.  The  ship  Triton,  which 
sailed  trom  Bristol  in  September  last  for  the  South 
Seas,  arrived  at  Table  hay  on  the  22d  of  January. 
The  whole  of  (he  missionaries  were  in  excellent  health. 

Members  of  congress.  Besides  the  death  of  the 
lamented  Mr.  Brown,  we  regret  to  observe  that  Mr. 
Corwin,  of  Ohio,  was  considered  dangerously  ill  at 
St.  Marys,  Ohio,  on  the  11th  inst.  our  latest  dates  from 
thence. 

Natchez.  Another  storm  visited  Natchez  on  the  6th 
instant,  causing  considerable  damage  to  the  neighbor- 
ing plantations,  destroying  fences,  corn,  negro  quar- 
ters, gins,  &c.  A ginhouse  near  Washington,  was 
partially  blown  down,  and  the  owner,  Mr.  Mardis, 
badly  wounded,  with  a dislocated  shoulder  and  con- 
tused hip.  Fortunately  the  approach  of  the  storm  was 
preceded  by  a heavy  rain,  which  prevented  a repetition 
of  the  fatal  effects  of  May  7th. 

The  rev.  Robert  Newton  sailed  from  New  York 
on  the  Sih  inst.  in  the  packet  ship  George  Washington, 
on  his  return  to  England. 

Palm  oil.  Upwards  of  $7,000,000  worth  of  this  ar- 
ticle has  been  exported  from  Africa  in  a single  year. 

Population.  Major  Noah  estimates  that  of  the  U. 
States  at  17,114,893.  We  shall  see  whether  he  is  good 
at  guessing. 

Post  office.  The  whole  number  of  miles  of  post 
roads,  on  the  first  of  May,  was  13.376.  The  receipts 
for  the  year  were,  @4,476,633;  an  inciease  of  $242,536 
on  the  year  previous,  and  of  $1,434,056,  since  1835. 

The  pirates.  Seven  of  the  pirates,  who  lately  cap- 
tured the  English  brig  Vernon,  off  Cape  Antonio, 
Cuba,  murdering  captain  Cunningham,  and  two  men, 
were  to  be  hung  on  the  1st  of  June.  At  their  prelimi- 
nary examination,  a spectator  says,  the  cold-blooded 
recitals  of  these  demons  ma  le  his  heart  shrink  within 
him.  They  resided  at  Regia,  and  were  well  known  at 
Havana.  It  is  stated  that  thirteen  others  had  been  ta- 
ken. 

Mr.  Foster  Rhodes,  late  ship  builder  to  the  sultan 
of  Turkey,  together  with  his  wife  and  four  sous,  arriv- 
ed at  Boston  in  the  brig  Emma  Isidora,  from  Smyrna. 

Steam  ships.  The  Unicorn  left  Boston  for  Halifax 
on  her  homeward  voyage,  on  the  10th  inst. 

The  Neptune.  The  steamer  Neptune,  capt.  Pen- 
noyer,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday  in  ten  days 
from  New  Orleans,  having  left  there  on  the  4.h.  Slip 
stopped  at  Charleston,  and  made  the  passage  from 
that  port  in  54  hours. 


Death  of  a member  or  congress.  The  Albany  Jour- 
nal oi  Monday  says:  “We  are  pained  to  learn  that  the 
hon.  Anson  Brown,  a represent  ive  in  congress  from 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  ol  Saratoga  and 
Schenectady,  died  last  evening  at  his  residence  tnBall- 
ston  Spa.  Mr.  Brown  returned  from  Washington/ 


Stocks  are  decidedly  improving — $25,000  N.  York 

corporation  5 per  cent,  sold  on  “the  13cii  at  90 — 250 
shares  U.  S.  hank  sold  on  the  13th  at  72a72  3-4;  on  the 
17 ih  300  shares  sold  at  75a75  1-2. 

At  Philadelphia  U.  S.  bank  shares  77  l-4a77  1-2  on 
the  14th;  on  the  17th,  170  shares  brought  77  l-2a79. 


Stone,  who  is  now  under  sentence  of  death  at 
Chicago,  for  murdering  a Mrs.  Lucretia  Thompson, 
is  but  31  years  of  age,  yet  was  one  of  McNabb’s  crew, 
who  burnt  the  Caroline;  has  been  once  before  under 
sentence  of  death  in  Canada,  and  escaped  the  day 
before  he  was  to  be  executed.  His  Canadian  sentence 
was  for  a rape.  He  has  also  been  in  the  Auburn 
state  prison. 

Another  revolutionary  soldier  gone.  Died  at 
Caldwell,  in  this  county,  on  the  2d  inst.  Jacob  Kent, 
aged  87,  a soldier  of  the  revolution.  He  was  in  seve- 
ral hard  fought  battles,  and  served  his  country  during 
the  whole  war.  Mr.  Kent  has  probably  left  the  most 
numerous  posterity  of  any  person  in  the  United  States. 
He  has  had  by  two  wives,  20  children,  (18  of  whom 
are  now  living  with  their  families),  121  grand  children, 
126  great  grand  children,  and  1 great  great  grand 
child — making  in  all  26S  descendants  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

[New  Jersey  Eagle. 

Texas.  More  than  one-half  ot  the  republic  of  Texas 
is  yet  unlocated  public  domain. 

Transportation.  A Baltimore  paper  says: — With- 
in a lew  days  a lot  of  flour  from  Chamber-burg  was 
delivered  in  this  city,  via  the  Cumberland  Valley  rail 
road  and  Tide  Water  canal,  at  56  1-4  cents  per  bbl. — 
The  carriage  by  wagons  from  the  same  place  to  Bal- 
timore has  never  been  less  than  87  1-2  cts.  per  bbl. 

Travelling.  The  New  York,  Albany  and  Troy 
steamboat  line  have  reduced  the  fare,  on  alt  their  boats, 
to  $1,  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany. 

Tobacco;  The  highest  price  this  year.  On  Friday 
last,  a hhd.  of  tobacco,  made  by  col.  Abraham  Lewis, 
of  Pittsylvania  county,  was  sold  by  P.  &,  J.  W.  Dud- 
ley, at  the  high  price  of  twenty  dollars,  which  is  the 
highest  price  any  tobacco  has  sold  for.  It  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  best  judges,  to  be  the  fines',  hhd.  of 
tobacco  opened  here  this  year.  This  tobacco  was  pur- 
chased by  J.  W.  Morgan,  to  be  inanutasrtured  into  hi3 
premium  brand,  expressly  for  his  customers.  If  they 
wish  the  finest  tobacco  they  ever  used,  they  will  try  this. 
Mr.  Morgan  presented  us  with  a few  rolls  of  his  tobac- 
co, which,  for  beauty  and  superior  taste,  cannot  be 
surpassed. 

P.  & J.  W.  Dudley  sold  the  crop  of  tobacco  of  Mr. 
James  Murphy,  of  Halifax,  lor  the  following  prices:  1 
hhd.  lugs  @3  60,  and  7 hhds.  leaf  at  6 70;  8;  8 10;  8 30; 
8 70;  9 80;  and  19  25.  The  latter  hhd.  of  very  supe- 
rior quality  and  flavor,  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Jesse 
Hare.  [ Lynchburg  Virginian. 

The  steamboat  Shawnee  arrived  at  St.  Louis  a few 
days  ago  with  140  hhds.  of  tobacco  on  board.  The 
New  Era  of  that  city  says  —nearly  every  boat  from  the 
Missouri  has  been  freighted  with  this  article  for  some 
lime  past,  and  there  is  much  more  yet  to  be  shipped. 

The  Richmond  Whig  of  the  13tii  says.— Our  public 
warehouses  are  crammed  with  tobacco,  and  no  more 
can  be  received  until  the  loth  of  next  month.  Notice 
to  that  effect  has  been  given  by  the  inspectors. 

The  brick  tobacco  factory  on  Church  H 11,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  11th  inst.  together  with  a consi- 
derable stock  of  tobacco  in  it. 

Western  rivers.  The  N.  O.  True  American  of 
the  9ih  says:  The  Mississippi  river  was  several  inches 
higher  in  this  viciniiy,  than  it  has  been  this  year- 

The  Red  river  was  gradually  falling  at  Natchitoches 
on  the  30ih  ultimo,  hut  was  still  very  high.  Many  of 
the  bridges  between  Gran  Ecore  and  Campts  had  been 
carried  off  by  the  immense  pressure  of  water.  The 
crops  were  seriously  injured.  The  road  up  the  river 
was  absolutely  impassable  for  wagons  or  carriages. 
The  bank  has  caved  in  a great  deaf.  Many  buildings 
were  moved  to  prevent  there  falling  into  the  river. 

The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the  1st  inst.  says: 
“The  Missouri  had  not  come  down  on  the  28th  inst. 
and  the  Upper  Mississippi  was  low — at  least  15  feet 
below  high  water  mark.  At  and  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  fall,  was  near  30  feet  on  the  28th  inst.  At 
Memphis  the  river  is  25  feet  below  high  water  mark 
— and  five  feet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas — one 
foot  at  Princetown,  and  eight  inches  at  Lake  Provi- 
dence on  the  30ih — 2 inches  at  Vicksburg  and  1 at 
New  Carthage.  At  Grand  Gulf  the  river  to-day  (31st) 
is  on  a stand. 

The  fall  above  is  great,  and  rapid  in  its  advance. 
The  Upper  Tensas  has  fallen  ten  inches — having  been 
entirely  overflowed.  A fall  of  six  inches  may  be  con- 
fidently expected  at  Vicksburg  on  the  1st  of  June — 
the  same  at  Grand  Gulf  on  the  3rd — at  Natchez  on 
the  5:h,  and  at  Fort  Adams  on  the  7th  June. 

The  discharge  of  water  through  the  crevasse  at  New 
Carthage  is  now  checked  by  a dense  collection  of  drift 
— a man  may  walk  over  it  dry  shod.” 

Wheat.  5,000  bushels  from  Pennsylvania  by  the 
Tide  V/ater  canal,  sold  on  the  3d  inst.  in  Baltimore  at 
96  a 98  for  red  and  100  for  white, 

Last  year,  considerable  quantities  of  wheat  were  im- 
ported from  Antwerp.  This  year,  large  quantities  have 
already  been  exported  to  that  place. 

Weather.  Snow  fell  at  Yorkville,  New  York,  on 
the  7th.  The  thermometer  was  down  to  45  degrees. 

There  was  ice  of  the  thickness  of  a dollar  at  Hal- 
lo well,  Me.  June  2d. 

There  was  a heavy  frost  at  Milton,  Pa.  on  Monday 
morning  the  8th  instant. 

There  was  frost  at  Pottsville,  Pa.  two  nights  last 
week,  and  the  mercury  at  87°  during  the  day! 
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0C/»The  bankrupt  bill  passed  the  senate  on  Thurs- 
day last  by  a vote  of  21  to  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Knight,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter,  Rnggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Luinpain,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall— 19 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Great  Western  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  inst.  in  fourteen  days  from  Bris- 
tol— bringing  papers  to  the  4th  inst.  She  made  the 
passage  out  in  about  the  same  time. 

Among  the  passengers  by  the  Great  Western  are 
M.  De  Bacourt,  the  new  French  minister  to  this 
country,  Mr.  F.  B.  Ogden,  United  States  consul  at 
Liverpool  and  Benjamin  Rush,  esq.  secretary  ol  the 
legation  of  the  United  States  at  London.  The  New 
York  Post  states  that  Mr.  Rush  is  believed  to  be  the 
bearer  ol  important  dispatches  from  onr  minister, 
Mr.  Stevenson.  He  proceeded  direct  to  Washing- 
ton, immediately  on  landing,  and  we  understand  that 
he  returns  to  England  again  very  soon. 

The  intelligence  from  England  is  not  encouraging 
to  any  of  our  staples.  Cotton,  owing  to  the  abun- 
dant supply,  had  declined  about  l-4ii.;  and  the  fine 
weather  which  had  prevailed  having  materially  be- 
nefitted  the  grain-growing  districts,  our  own  full 
garners  will  find  no  vent  in  England.  Wheat  had 
fallen  near  2s.  stg.  per  quarter. 

The  crops.  Accounts  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom are  uniformly  satislactory,  as  to  the  prospects 
of  a year  ot  great  plenty  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

London,  Wednesday,  3 d Jane,  1840.  We  have  still 
to  report  the  same  quietness  in  the  produce  markets 
that  we  noticed  in  onr  last  reports,  under  date  of  the 
23d  ultimo.  The  stock  of  bullion  in  the  bank  of 
Vol.  VIII— Sig.  17. 


England  increases  very  slowly,  and  the  foreign  ex- 
changes show,  as  yet,  very  slight  symptoms  of  im- 
provement. 

Prospects  for  the  corn  crops,  however,  are  brigh- 
ter; the  weather  for  the  last  month  has  been  most  fa- 
vorable, and  leads  to  the  expectation  of  an  early, 
and,  we  trust,  on  that  account,  an  abundant  harvest. 

Flour  and  wheat.  The  fine  weather  has  depressed 
both.  Western  canal  is  worth  about  36  to  37s.  per 
barrel — in  bond  about  10s.  less.  Duty  on  foreign 
wheat  16s.  8d.  per  quarter,  equal  to  10s.  l-4d.  per 
bbl.  of  flour. 

Slocks — Alabama  sterling  bonds  5 per  cent.  1859, 
79.  Illinois  dollar  bonds,  6 per  cent.  1870,  74.  In- 
diana dollar,  -5  per  cent.  1864,  67;  do.  sterling,  1863, 
82.  Maryland  sterling,  5 per  cent.  83.  Louisiana 
sterling  bonds,  5 per  cent.  1844  to  1852,  89.  New 
York  state  stock,  5 per  cent.  1845  to  1860,  86;  do.  6 
per  cent.  94  1-2;  do.  city  5 per  cent.  1851  to  I860, 
79  f Ohio  state  stock,  6 per  cent.  1850  to  1860,  92. 
Pennsylvania  state  stock,  5 percent.  1854  to  1865,  77. 
Massachusetts  sterling  bonds,  5 per  cent.  1868,  101. 
United  States  bank  shares,  15/.  15s;  do.  bonds,  6 per 
cent.  1841  to  1842,  98.  American  stocks  continue 
without  demand.  We  quote,  above,  the  prices  at 
which  they  are  offered,  but  some  would  not  find 
buyers  even  at  a reduction,  it  sales  were  forced. 
Many  in  demand  at  5 per  cent. 

Liverpool,  June  3d,  1840.  The  arrivals  of  flour 
this  year  have  been  245,000  bbls.  The  continuation 
of  fine  warm  wether  is  rapidly  bringing  forward  ve- 
getation throughout  the  country,  and  there  is  still 
every  prospect  of  an  early  and  abundant  harvest. — 
Bread  slutts  have  consequently  been  receding  in  va- 
lue. American  flour  in  bond  has  met  with  a pretty 
free  sale  to  speculators  at  gradually  declining  prices, 
the  highest  value  of  the  best  being  this  day  25s.  In 
free  flour  also  a good  deal  ol  business  has  lately  been 
done  at  35s.  a 36s.  per  bbl.  but  the  former  rate  is  the 
highest  which  can  be  quoted  to  day  for  large  parcels. 

Cotton.  The  cotton  market  declines  at  Liverpool, 
under  the  influence  of  large  importations,  and  the 
accounts  of  the  prosperity  of  anothei  very  abundant 
crop  in  the  United  States.  Low  as  the  prices  may 
be  considered,  it  is  not  impossible  that  lower  quota- 
tions may  be  arrived  at  in  consequence  of  the  glut, 
which  may  be  the  consequence  ot  a continued  accu- 
mulation of  stock  through  the  large  crops  and  dimi- 
nished consumption  through  the  dullness  of  times  and 
the  limited  market  for  manufactured  goods.  Should 
the  harvest  of  England  be  successful,  the  downward 
tendency  of  the  prices  of  cloth  may  be  arrested  by 
the  increased  demand  and  consumption  which  the 
revival  of  times  would  undoubtedly  create. 

Lord  Brougham,  alter  long  absence  from  the  house 
of  lords,  resumed  iiis  seat  towards  the  end  of  May. 
The  Spectator  says: 

The  voice  of  Brougham  has  been  again  heard  in 
the  house  of  lords.  Only  a few  sentences  were  ut- 
tered— in  grave  rebuke  to  the  opium  war;  but  the 
thoughts  and  the  language  seemed  to  come  from 
another  sphere — a being  of  a different  mould  from 
the  puny  creatures  who  disgrace  the  senate  with 
meanness  and  fill  the  newspapers  with  platitudes. 

The  Bank  of  England  has  noticed  that  they  will 
issue  loans  at  5 per  cent,  to  be  repaid  July  16. 

From  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  May  30th. 

The  present  week  has  been  prolific  in  arrivals 
from  the  United  States.  The  Great  Western  arrived 
at  Bristol  after  a passage  of  fourteen  and  a halfdays; 
the  packet  ship  lloscoe,  which  sailed  the  previous 
day,  arrived  here  on  Wednesday;  and  last  night  the 
Hibernia,  capt.  Cobb,  which  sailed  three  days  after 
the  steamer,  brought  us  advices  to  May  12.  The 
Hibernia  which  is  celebrated  for  her  quick  passages, 
made  the  ruin  in  sixteen  days. 

A regency  bill.  We  understand  that  the  necessity 
of  passing  a regency  bill  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  is  becoming  daily  more  apparent,  and  the 
country  may  look  shortly  for  the  announcement  of 
this  measure,  which  will  brobably  be  the  first  official 
communication  ol  another  very  interesting  event. — 
The  necessity  of  providing  for  all  possible  contin- 
gencies where  queens  are  concerned,  is  one  of  the 
unpleasant  distinctions  rendered  indispensable  by 
their  position.  We  wish  to  anticipate  nothing  but 
what  is  most  cheerful  and  gratifying,  in  her  majesty’s 
present  prospects;  but  it  is  possible  that  the  countiy 
might  be  left  with  an  infant  heir  to  the  crown,  de- 
prived of  its  natural  protectress  at  the  moment  of  its 


birth,  and  the  question  of  guardianship  cannot  stand 
over  to  be  discussed  under  such  circumstances,  in  a 
parliament  where  political  parties  run  high,  between 
the  nearest  relations  to  the  infant,  and  the  heir  pre- 
sumplive  to  the  crown,  in  the  event  of  its  decease. 
The  queen  herself  must  give  her  sanction  as  a com- 
ponent part  of  the  legislature,  to  the  arrangements 
which  she  judges  necessary  for  the  security  of  her 
child,  and  however  disagreeable  the  task,  or  painful 
the  contingency  contemplated,  we  can  see  nothing 
that  will  not  be  most  comfortable  to  a well  regulated 
mind  in  these  precautions,  all  necessity  lor  which, 
practically,  we  trust  Piovidence  will  avert. 

[ Weekly  Dispatch. 

The  queen.  Her  majesty,  through  lord  Belhaven, 
chief  commissioner  to  the  general  assembly  of  Scot- 
land, has  presented  the  munificent  royal  donation  of 
£2,000,  lor  the  propogation  of  the  gospel  in  the 
Highlands. 

Her  majesty  and  prince  Albert  have  presented  a 
handsome  piece  of  plate  to  viscouat  Melbourne.  It 
forms  a centre  for  the  table,  and  bears  the  following 
inscription: — “Presented  to  viscount  Melbourne,  as 
a token  of  regard,  by  Victoria  R.  and  Albert.” 

Prince  Albert  and  the  slave  trade.  In  a great 
meeting  in  Exeter  Hall,  London,  June  1,  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  slave  trade,  prince  Albert  presided. 

On  taking  the  chair,  the  prince  said:  “I  have  been 
induced  to  preside  at  the  meeting  of  this  society  from 
a deep  conviction  of  its  paramount  importance  in 
promoting  the  best  interests  of  civilization  and  jus- 
tice. (Loud  cheers).  I deeply  regret  that  the  ex- 
ertions which  have  heretofore  been  made  by  civilized 
Europe  to  abolish  the  dreadful  traffic  in  human  be- 
ings have  failed  of  success.  (Loud  cheers).  I 
therefore  trust  that  this  great  country  will  not  relax 
its  efforts  until  it  shall  have  put  an  end,  finally  and 
forever,  to  this  trade,  which  is  so  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  Christianity  and  to  the  best  feelings  of  our 
nature.  (Loud  cheers).  Let  us  then  hope  that  Di- 
vine Providence  will  prosper  our  holy  cause,  and 
that  under  the  auspices  of  our  queen — (tremendous 
cheering) — and  parliament,  we  shall,  at  no  distant 
period,  be  enabled  to  accomplish  this  great  object  for 
which  we  have  this  day  met.”  (Loud  cheers). 

His  royal  highness  delivered  this  address  with  a 
slight  foreign  accent,  and  in  a manner  remarkably 
simple  and  unaffected.  On  resuming  his  seat  he 
was  loudly  applauded. 

Naval.  The  Trafalgar,  of  120  guns,  the  largest 
in  the  royal  navy,  will  shortly  be  launched  from 
Woolwich  dockyard.  Her  but  then  is  3,000  tons, 
and  her  construction  is  different  from  any  olhership. 
She  has  a circular  stern  for  fighting  guns  but  quarter 
galleries  are  drawn  out,  so  that  the  ship  will  present 
the  original  external  figure. 

FRANCE. 

The  project  of  steam  navigation,  between  Havre 
and  New  York,  seems  to  be  in  a fair  way  to  be  re- 
alized. A letter  from  Havre,  from  a most  respecta- 
ble source,  states  these  facts:  “In  this  place  a sub- 

scription has  been  opened,  and  a company  is  forming 
to  establish  a line  of  steamers  for  your  port,  and  there 
is  some  probability  that  it  will  be  completed,  at  least 
for  two  steamboats.  The  government  encouiages 
the  enterprise  and  have  agreed  to  pay  240,0U0fr. 
yearly,  to  each  boat,  and  receive  the  postages.  A 
basin  is  also  making  to  admit  the  largest  boat,  but  it 
will  take  two  years  to  construct  two  steamers!” 

The  gallant  sir  Sydney  Smith  died  in  Paris  in  the 
last  week  of  May,  and  was  buried  in  the  grave  yard 
ol  PereLachaise.  French  orations  were  pronounced 
by  three  Frenchmen,  friends  of  the  deceased.  Bi- 
shop Luscombe,  and  other  British  clergy,  and  several 
British  officers,  were  present,  but  they  said  nothing, 
much  to  the  surprise  of  the  Parisians. 

Galignani’s  (Paris)  Messenger  thus  announces 
the  death  of  this  distinguished  personage: 

Death  of  sir  Sydney  Smilh.  It  is  our  painful  duty 
to  announce  the  decease  of  the  gallant  and  illustrious 
officer,  admiral  sir  Sydney  Smith,  which  took  place 
yesterday  morning,  at  his  residence,  No.  9,  Rue 
d’Augesseu,  an  event  which  will  fill  all  Europe  with 
regret  and  sorrow.  Sir  Sidney  was  born  in  1764, 
and  was,  therefore,  aged  seventy -six.  No  praise  of 
ours  can  add  to  his  fame,  which  he  gloriously  and 
deservedly  acquired;  of  which  his  own  countiy  must 
ever  be  proud,  and  which  no  generous  foreigner 
6ii  vies. 

Failure  of  the  army  in  Algiers.  The  last  Algiers 
expedition,  has  failed,  and  marshal  Vallee  after  an 
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unsuccessful  tour  across  Mount  Atlas,  with  the  dukes 
of  Orleans  an  Aumale,  had  it  appears,  one  of  his  in- 
fantry regiments,  the  17th,  severely  cut  up  on  his 
return  by  a fierce  attack  of  5,000  Arab  horsemen, 
under  Abd-el-Kader.  The  marshal  ha3  been  re- 
called. 

Paris,  June  1.  The  Constitutionnel  says: — “On 
the  20th  the  army  commenced  its  return  to  Al- 
giers, escorting  the  marshal  and  the  princes.  It  had 
scarcely  proceeded  a league  when  the  Arabs  began 
to  harra3S  the  rear;  but  the  most  serious  affair  was  at 
the  camp  of  the  Olives  where  our  troops  had  bi- 
vouacked on  their  advance.  There  a strong  column  of 
the  enemy  was  seen  gradually  to  show  itself  on  an 
eminence  which  commands  the  road,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  avoid  it;  but  it  suddenly  fell  on  the  17th 
regiment  of  light  infantry,  which  formed  the  rear 
guard;  this  regiment  behaved  well,  but  it  could  not 
long  keep  in  check  about  5,000  cavalry  and  infantry, 
and  it  asked  for  reinforcements.  Meantime  it  kept 
up  a well  supported  fire  against  the  enemy,  who 
fought  with  incredible  fury. 

“The  Arab  horsemen  had  dismounted  and  attack- 
ed one  company  with  their  sabries;  happily'  the 
Zoaves  came  to  their  relief.  Our  cavalry  of  the  re- 
giment of  hussars  also  dismounted,  and  acted  as  sharp 
shooters.  The  coinbat  was  long  and  obstinate,  and 
the  unfortunate  17th  regiment,  which  stood  firm  to 
the  last  moment,  experienced  severe  loss.  On  this 
memorable  day  our  soldiers  used  each  100  cartridges. 
We  had  about  100 killed  and  200  wounded;  we  were 
obliged  to  abandoi^some  of  the  wounded.  On  the 
following  day  the  army  was  at  Blidah,  and  the  next 
day  at  Algiers. 

The  Bonaparte  subscription  towards  funeral  ho- 
nors for  Napoleon,  has  been  given  up.  The  French 
chambers  propose  an  equestrian  statue  toNapolean. 
The  chamber  of  deputies  refused  to  adhere  to  the 
proposition  of  the  ministry,  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  bringing  home  the  remains  of  Napoleon 
from  one  to  two  millions  of  francs. 

The  remains  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  The  govern- 
ment of  France  having  determined  on  the  removal 
of  the  body  of  Bonaparte  from  St.  Helena  to  that 
country,  to  receive  a pompous  funeral,  the  public 
attention  is  much  attracted  to  the  subject,  and  con- 
sequently the  following  account  of  the  remains  and 
the  coffins  in  which  they  were  deposited  may  prove 
interesting.  It  consists  of  a “memorandum  concern- 
ing the  demise  of  general  Bonaparte,”  written  by 
sergeant  Nillington,  then  of  the  St.  Helena  artillery, 
who,  as  will  be  seen,  took  the  most  active  part  in 
the  ceremony  he  describes  so  minutely.  He  says — 
“On  Sunday,  the  6th  of  May,  1821,  the  day  after  the 
general’s  death,  I was  expressly  sent  for,  while  at- 
tending divine  service,  to  make  a tin  coffin  for  gen. 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  On  Monday  the  7th,  I was 
ordered  to  attend  at  Longwood-house  for  the  purpose 
of  soldered  up  the  body  of  general  Bonaparte  in  the 
tin  coffin,  which  was  performed  in  the  following 
manner,  ill  the  presence  of  generals  Bertrand  and 
Montholon,  Madame  Bertrand,  the  Frence  chaplain, 
the  French  surgeon,  Mr.  A.  Darling,  Dr.  Rushop,  of 
his  majesty’s  20th  regiment  of  foot,  several  of  the 
French  domestics,  and  Samuel  Ley,  a private  in  the 
20th  regiment: — The  body  of  the  late  general  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  attired  in  full  uniform,  was  deposit- 
ed in  a tin  coffin,  the  inside  being  lined  with  white- 
silk  and  cotton.  His  cocked  hat  was  laid  across  his 
thighs,  and  on  the  left  breat  of  his  coat  were  a gold 
star  and  cross,  and  several  other  medals  of  the  same 
metal;  several  pieces  of  coin  of  various  sizes  and 
different  values  were  also  put  into  the  coffin. — 
His  heart  was  deposited  in  a silver  urn  or  tureen 
filled  with  spirit,  to  which  I soldered  a lid  or  cover 
of  the  same  material,  which  was  placed  between  the 
small  parts  of  his  legs.  His  stomach  was  deposited 
in  a silver  mug,  in  which  there  were  spirits,  which 
was  also  put  into  the  coffin.  A silver  plate,  knife, 
fork  and  spoon,  and  a silver  service  cup,  were  also 
deposited  in  the  coffin.  Previously  to  placing  the 
body  of  the  general  in  the  coffin,  the  tin  lid  of  the 
coffin  being  lined  with  white  silk  and  stuffed  with 
cotton,  it  was  put  in  its  place,  and  I soldered  it  on 
the  coffin,  enclosing  the  late  general  Napoleon  Bo 
naparte,  and  all  the  above  mentioned  articles.  This 
tin  coffin,  with  its  contents,  was  then  enclosed  in  a 
mahogany  coffin,  and  they  were  enclosed  in  a lead 
coffin,  and  all  were  afterwards  enclosed  in  a ma- 
hogany coffin,  which  made  in  all  four  coffins.” 

Internal  improvements.  The  chambers,  by  a vote 
of  211  to  103,  grant  no  les3  a liberal  allowance 
than  twenty-three  millions  for  the  improvement  of 
the  inland  navigation  of  France. 

A half  a million  of  francs  has  been  granted  by  the 
French  chambers  to  carryout  the  operations  against 
Buenos  Ayres. 

Colton.  Havre,  May  30th.  During  the  first  part 
of  the  last  eight  days  the  demand  for  cotton  from  the 
United  States  continued  pretty  brisk,  and  the  article 
gold  readily  on  the  same  terms  as  the  preceding  week. 


After  the  last  advices  from  N.  York,  however,  though 
it  wa3  anticipated  that  in  the  course  of  about  six 
weeks,  from  60  to  70,000  bales  more  might  be  ex- 
pected, and  that  this  year’s  crop  would  produce  at 
least  two  millions  bales,  our  market  became  rather 
quiet,  and  buyers  seemed  less  inclined  to  continue 
their  purchases.  We,  nevertheless,  are  of  opinion 
that  after  a little  while,  business  will  gradually  re- 
cover its  former  activity,  at  least  holders  appear  not 
at  all  inclined  to  reduce  their  pretensions. 

Our  sales  from  the  23d  up  to  yesterday  amounted 
to  6,993  bales,  and  were  composed  of  2,811  bales 
inferiorto  good  ordinary  Louisiana  at  70  to  90  fl; 
1,433  ordinary  to  good  ordinary  Mobile,  at  80  to  88; 
1,933  inferior  to  good  ordinary  Georgia  al  71^  to  91; 
257  Floridas  of  inferior  to  ordinary  quality,  at  72  to 
76£;  142  ordinary  to  good  ordinary  Pernambuco  at 
111 f,  to  118;  266  ordinary  to  good  ordinary  Bahia  at 
96  to  100;  101  ordinary  Para  at  85  to  87^;  and  45 
bales  ordinary  Tinnevelly  at  65  fl.  against  which 
were  fresh  imported  from  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  N. 
York,  &c.  7,758  bales. 

Our  stock  consists  of  112.000  bales,  of  which 

100.000  bales  are  from  the  United  States;  were  im- 
ported during  the  month  44,500  bales,  and  disposed 
of  33,500.  The  greater  firmness  evinced  by  our  hol- 
ders of  coffee,  has  again  kept  buyers  at  a distance, 
and  the  only  transactions  in  the  article  we  heard  of, 
consisted  of  500  bags  ordinary  to  good  ord.  and  fine 
ord.  St.  Domingo,  at  51jj,  53J,  and  55|  fr.  in  bond,  500 
bags  Havana  sold  on  delivery  at  65  to  70,  319  bags 
good  to  fine  a ord.  Rio,  at  55  to  57^,  and  a small  lot 
of  Porto  Rico  at  71^  fr.  against  which  we  received 
3,308  bales  from  Port  au  Prince,  and  43  tierces  and 
222  quarters  from  Gaudaloupe.  Stock  on  hand  on  the 
29th  inst.  200  cks.  1,060  tierces,  760  quarts  and 
49,611  bags.  Our  sugar  sales  were  very  irregular, 
this  week,  at  first  Martinique  and  Gaudauloupe 
brought  61  12£  then  60£,  and  60|,  and  at  last  again 
61  fr.  for  good  middlings.  To-day  its  value  is  quot- 
ed 60a  fr.  but  there  appeals  to  be  very  little  stability 
in  the  article. 

The  French  in  Algiers.  The  Paris  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  writes, 
under  date  of  1st  June:. 

The  French  have  given  another  splendid  lesson  to 
the  Arabs  in  Algiers,  by  a sanguinary  defeat  in  one 
of  their  strongest  holds,  the  defiles  of  Teniah.  As 
these  defiles  were  on  the  direct,  road  to  Medeah,  the 
chief  city  of  Abd-el-Kader,  he  had  taken  care  to  for- 
tify them  by  the  assistance  of  the  deserters  from  the 
French  army.  An  expedition  of  8,000  men  sent 
against  Medeah,  attacked  Abd-el-Kader  in  his  en- 
trenchments, and  after  a murderous  conflict,  with  a 
loss  of  1,200  French,  the  redoubts  were  all  captured. 
The  trench  army  then  proceeded  to  Medeah,  which 
they  captured  without  a shot  fired  upon  them,  for  the 
Arab  force,  encamped  upon  the  heighs  which  com- 
manded the  town,  retreated  when  the  cannon  began 
to  roar,  and  the  whole  population  accompanied  it. — 
The  French  princes  distinguished  themselves  in  this 
expedition  and  were  the  first  among  the  storming 
parties. 

Accounts  of  another  victory,  though  on  a smaller 
scale,  have  just  arrived  from  Oran,  dated  the  18th  of 
May.  The  Khalef  Bouhameide,  who  had,  on  a for- 
mer occasion,  by  the  superior  numerical  force,  gain- 
ed the  advantage  over  the  French,  was  emboldened 
to  try  his  luck  a second  time  and  carry  off  a tribe  of 
the  allied  Douaires.  He  lias  been  severely  beaten, 
with  a loss  of  100  men.  The  French  having,  by 
means  of  their  artillery,  kept  the  enemy  at  a dis- 
tance, lost  only  two. 

After  remaining  three  days  at  Medeah,  the  mar- 
shal returned  with  the  princes,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  of  Mauzaia,  he  found  the  whole  of  the 
Arab  force  in  waiting  for  him.  Another  sanguinary 
conflict  took  place,  in  w hich  the  Arabs  were  beaten, 
as  usual,  with  immense  loss.  The  French  lost  two 
hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

The  captured  town  of  Cherchell  has  been  again 
the  object  of  a vigorous  attack  on  the  part  of  the 
Arabs,  and  the  French  have  sustained  a severe  loss, 
though  the  enemy  was  beaten  off  and  doubtless  with 
still  greater  loss.  The  French  have  been  indebted 
to  the  diminution  of  the  garrison  of  Cherchell,  for 
the  repeated  conflicts  they  have  bad  to  endure  in 
that  quarter. 

Beet  root  sugar.  The  same  correspondent  says: — 
The  last  improvement  consists  in  refining  the  beet 
root,  and  of  course  any  other  sugar  at  the  time  of 
making  it,  by  one  continuous  operation,  without  tak- 
ing it  from  the  mould  until  it  is  converted  into  the 
most  beautiful  lump.  Such  importance  is  attached 
to  this  discovery,  that  it  has  obtained  a prize  of 

20.000  francs.  Your  scientific  readers  may  be  pleas- 
ed to  know  that  by  the  use  of  alum  iti  very  small 
proportion,  the  principal  part  of  the  extraneous  mat- 
ter in  the  beet  root  juice  are  neutralized  in  a much 
more  effectual  manner  than  by  the  former  process. 


The  beet  root  sugar,  it  may  be  well  to  note,  is 
making  rapid  progress  in  Russia. 

PRUSSIA. 

Death  of  the  king.  The  king  of  Prussia  died  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  in  the  73dyearofhis  age.  This 
prince  had  lived  for  years  in  a state  of  anxiety'  and 
fatigue,  caused  by  the  spread  of  liberal  opinions 
in  his  dominions — and  which  in  the  enlightened 
condition  of  the  population  of  Prussia — he  could 
riot  oppose  without  the  hazard  of  his  popularity  or 
even  of  his  power. 

It  is  thought  that — with  the  death  of  king  Fre- 
derick, despotism  in  Piussia  will  be  speedily  brought 
to  a close — respect  for,  the  prejudices  of  the  aged 
and  well  intentioned  monarch  having  much  re- 
strained the  movements  which  now  are  expected  to 
be  incapable  of  being  restrained  by  his  more  igno- 
rant and  less  conciliatory  son  and  successor  to  his 
throne.  How  little  can  however  be  predicted  in 
favor  of  German  liberty  is  seen  from  the  vote  of  the 
lower  chamber  of  Hanover — when  a majority  of 
24  to  17 — have  voted  that  they  have  only  a “delibe- 
rate voice”  in  the  making  of  the  laws — they  vir- 
tually annihilating  the  constitution — which  this  very 
lower  house  has  hitherto  supported  against  the  king. 

CHINA. 

The  Chinese  were  still  determined  to  resist  all 
attempts  at  accommodation  except  on  their  own 
terms.  They  had  purchased  some  European  ships 
with  the  intention  of  arming  and  manning  them  for 
the  approaching  war  with  this  country.” 

SPAIN. 

Much  importance  is  attached  to  the  successful 
operations  of  the  Christinos  against  the  fortress  of 
Morelia.  The  queen’s  troops,  by  the  latest  de- 
spatch, had  carried  the  outer  works,  and  the  Car- 
lists  were  in  full  retreat.  The  fort  of  Santedo  has 
also  been  carried. 

London,  June  3.  At  a late  hour  this  morning  we 
received  an  express  from  Paris,  dated  yesterday, 
which  brings  the  important  information  of  the  suc- 
cessful commencement  of  the  operation  against 
Morelia.  The  queen’s  troops  had  carried  the  outward 
works,  and  had  penetrated  within  the  walls.  The 
Carlist  were  in  full  retreat.  The  fort  of  Santedo 
had  also  been  carried,  and  the  Christino  forces  had 
obtained  such  a complete  ascendency  that  the  pos- 
session of  Morelia,  which  it  was  generally  ac- 
knowledged would  destroy  the  last  hopes  of  the 
Carlists,  may  be  considered  as  completed. 

Our  previous  accounts  informed  us  that  the 
queen’s  troops  had  commenced  their  fire  upon  the 
tort  of  San  Pedro  Martyr,  an  outer  wall  thrown  up  by 
the  Carlists  at  the  summit  of  a steep  mountain. 

EGYPT. 

The  plague  is  ravaging  Alexandria,  and  the  war- 
like preparations  of  the  viceroy  are  therefore  sus- 
pended. 

PALESTINE. 

Jerusalem.  A letter  from  Jerusalem  say's:  “The 
building  of  the  Protestant  chapel  proceeds  rapidly. 
For  the  present  a house  is  hired.  The  English 
church  liturgy  is  translated  into  Hebrew,  and  print- 
ed, and  the  missionary  Nikolayson  performs  divine 
service,  with  his  assistant  Pient.  Of  400  Jews, 
100  have  embraced  Christianity.  An  institution  for 
converts  has  been  established  by  the  English  mis- 
sionary society,  and  a Hebrew  prayer  book  is  to  be 
published.  The  English  consul  endeavors  to  en- 
gage the  Jews  to  cultivate  the  lands  of  their  fathers, 
under  the  favor  of  Mehemet  Ali,  and  considerable 
quantities  of  land  have  been  purchased  for  foreign 
emigrants.  It  is  said,  there  is  somewhere  a Tal- 
mudic saying,  that  when  there  shall  be  25,000  Jew- 
ish inhabitants  in  the  Holy  Land,  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations must  be  again  enforced  which  prevailed 
when  Palestine  was  a Jewish  state.  The  Rabbis  in 
Turkey  are  endeavoring  to  complete  the  above  num- 
ber by  colonists,  which  doubtless  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult under  the  powerful  protection  of  England. — 
Some  rich  Jews  in  London  and  Italy  intend  to  es- 
tablish factories  and  manufactories  in  Jerusalem 
and  some  other  considerable  towns  under  the  pro- 
tection of  England.  The  English  government  has 
appointed  a vice  consul  at  Jerusalem  for  all  Pales- 
tine.” [ Hamburg  corres'pt  May  14. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Death  of  six  hundred  slaves  by  suffocation.  The 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  Shipping  List,  just  received, 
contains  the  following  dreadful  account  of  the  loss 
of  600  slaves,  and  subsequent  wreck  of  the  slaver: 

“The  last  accounts  from  the  Mozambique  state 
two  slavers,  one  a ship  and  the  other  a brig,  were 
wrecked  in  Mozambique  harbor  during  a hurricane 
from  the  southeast,  but  the  crews  of  both  and  200 
slaves  on  board  the  brig  w ere  saved.  The  ship  had 
arrived  the  preceding  day',  and  had  not  taken  in 
slaves.  It  was  reported  of  the  brig,  which  was 
commanded  by  a Spaniard,  that  she  originally  had 
on  board  nine  hundred  slaves,  but  during  a hurricane 
1 the  hatches  were  battened  down,  and  on  opening 
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them  after  the  hurricane  had  subsided,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  300  of  t tie  slaves  had  died  from  suffo- 
cation and  want  of  food.  The  gale  re-commencing, 
the  liatches  were  batten  down  a second  time,  the 
consequence  of  which  was  an  additional  three  hun- 
dred slaves  perished  from  the  same  causes,  and  100 
of  the  remaining  300  slaves  died  on  the  passage  to 
Mozambique  harbor,  whither  she  repaired  for  the 
pu  rpose  of  getting  a further  supply. 

The  Dutch  boors  on  the  Capeol  Good  Hope  have 
dethroned  the  savage  chief  Dingaan,  and  placed 
Panda  in  his  stead. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

William  L.  Marcy,  of  New  York,  and  John  Row- 
an, of  Kentucky,  to  be  commissioners  under  the 
act  of  congress  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
with  the  Mexican  republic  of  the  11th  of  April, 
1839. 

Alexander  Dimitry,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  secretary 
to  the  said  commissioners. 

Robert  H.  Keer,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  port  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  stale  of 
Pennsylvania,  vice  Aaron  Hart,  resigned. 

Removal  from  office.  Department  of  state, 
June  15,  1840.  Vinton  Butler  has  been  removed 
from  the  office  of  attorney  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  western  district  of  Florida.  [Globe. 

Post  office  affairs.  We  have  before  us  a 
copy  of  the  report  made  to  congress  on  the28lh  ult. 
by  the  post  office  committee.  It  states  that  the 
present  revenueofthe  departments  barely  sufficient 
to  cover  its  expenditures;  and  recommends  that  fur- 
ther action  upon  all  petitions  for  the  establishment 
of  additional  post  roads,  be  postponed  till  the  next 
Session  of  congress.  The  whole  number  of  post 
offices  on  the  1st  of  May,  1S40,  was  13,376.  The 
annexed  schedule  exhibits  the  relative  means  and 
condition  of  the  department  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  a period  of  lour  years,  as  shown  by  the  offi- 
cial reports,  viz: — 

July  1, 1835.  July  1.  1839. 


Revenue  for  one  year  $2,993,556  $4,476,638 

Miles  of  road  covered  by  ser- 
vice 112,744  1 33,999 

Miles  of  annual  mail  transpor- 
tation 25,869,486  * 34,496,878 

Cost  of  mail  transportation  $1,857,773  $3,194,201 

Post  officfcs  supplied  10,776  12,780 

The  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the  department 
has  been  as  follows: — 

For  the  year  ending  the  1st  July,  1836  $3S5,180 

For  the  year  ending  the  1st  July,  1837  721,868 

For  the  year  ending  the  1st  July,  1838  134,472 

For  the  year  ending  the  1st  July,  1839  242,536 


Including  certain  suspended  allowances  since 
paid. 

Removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians.  De- 
spatches received  by  the  war  department  from  bri- 
gadier general  Atkinson  announce  the  peaceable 
removal  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Winnebago  In- 
dians, numbering  about  seventeen  hundred,  of  the 
bands  of  the  Portage,  from  whom  resistance  wrns  at 
one  time  apprehended.  The  presence  of  one  thou- 
sand regulars  contributed  to  this  desirable  result. 

General  Atkinson  proceeds  in  person  to  attend  to 
the  final  settlement  of  these  Indians  on  the  land. al- 
lotted to  them  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

[ Globe. 

Revenue  law.  In  the  case  of  James  G.  Roose- 
velt vs.  Jesse  Hoyt  in  the  United  States  district 
court  at  New  York,  it  has  been  decided  that  plate 
glass  when  imported  to  be  used  as  window  glass, 
is  to  be  chargeable  by  measurement  and  not  by 
weight. 

Saltpetre.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  con- 
tains an  account  of  a trial  which  has  just  taken 
place  in  the  United  Stales  circuit  court  in  that  city, 
to  recover  from  the  collector  the  amount  charged 
by  him,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  Mr.  Barker, 
the  compti  oiler,  on  crude  saltpetre. 

Mr.  Barker,  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  re- 
cently issued  an  extraordinary  circular  in  which  he 
decided  that  saltpetre,  as  imported  from  India  and 
known  always  as  crude  saltpetre,  was  not  so  within 
the  meaning  ol  the  act  of  1832  exempting  crude 
saltpetre  from  any  duty;  and  also  that  it  was  riot  re- 
fined sallpetre,  which  i3  liable  to  a duty  of  three 

fier  cent,  but  was  of  an  intermediate  character  and 
iable  to  a duty  of  12^  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
correctness  of  Mr.  Barker’s  decision  came  in  ques- 
tion in  an  action  brought  by  Putnam  J.  Farnham 
et.  al.  against  George  Bancroft,  the  collector. 

It  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  brought  to  recover 
the  sum  alleged  to  have  been  illegally  required  to 


be  paid  to  the  defendant,  acting  under  instructions 
from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  as  collector  of 
the  ports  of  Boston  and  Charleston,  as  and  for  duties 
upon  a certain  auautity  of  saltpetre  imported  by  the 
plaintiffs. 

The  act  of  1816,  eh.  107,  sect.  1,  imposes  a duty 
of  7^  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  saltpetre.  The  act 
of  1824,  ch.  136,  sect.  1,  imposes  a duty  of  12£  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  articles  therein  specified, 
and  which  then  paid  7^  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  and 
the  same  act  in  the  same  section  imposes  a duty  of 
3 cents  per  pound  on  refined  saltpetre.  The  act  of 
1832,  ch.  224,  sect.  2,  mak#  crude  saltpetre  free. 

The  duties  in  this  case  were  claimed  upon  the 
ground  that  the  saltpetre  in  question  was  neither 
crude  norrefined,  and  therefore  among  the  nnenume- 
rated  articles,  and  as  such  liable  to  a duty  ot  12J 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  duties  were  paid  under 
protest,  and  notice  was  given,  that  a suit  would  be 
brought  to  recover  them  back  of  the  defendant. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  stated  the  law  that 
the  collector  was  liable  to  refund  duties  illegally  as- 
sessed, when  paid  under  protest,  and  that  the  sta- 
tute was  to  be  construed  according  to  the  commer- 
cial sense  in  which  the  words  “crude  saltpetre” 
were  used  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  ot 
1832,  and  that  it  was  a question  ot  fact  for  the  jury 
whether  this  were  “crude  saltpetre”  in  such  com- 
mercial sense. 

The  plaintiff  then  introduced  several  witnesses 
who  examined  a specimen  of  the  saltpetre  and  all 
of  them  testified  that  it  was  the  “crude  saltpetre”  of 
commerce. 

Mr.  Degrand  testified,  that  he  had  imported  salt- 
petre before  and  since  1832.  Had  bought  and  sold  a 
greatdeal,  and  had  examined  every  lot  that  came  into 
market.  This  was  crude  saltpetre.  There  was  no 
question  of  it.  He  never  knew  any  other  kind  but 
crude  orrefined.  There  was  no  interarediate  quali- 
ty. So  said  all  the  witnesses. 

After  the  evidence  was  in,  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  said  he  had  no  witness  to  offer.  The 
collector,  in  requiring  duties  upon  this  article,  had 
acted  in  obedience  to  the  circular  of  Mr.  Barker, 
at  Washington. 

Judge  Story  thereupon  informed  the  jury  that 
the  law  was  as  stated  by  the  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, and  that  the  evidence  being  all  on  one  side 
there  could  be  no  question  as  to  what  their  verdict 
should  be. 

The  jury  then  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintiffs 
for  the  amount  claimed  without  Raving  their  seats. 

The  judge  remarked  that  as  the  collector  did  not 
appear  to  have  acted  wantonly  in  following  the  in- 
structions of  the  comptroller  to  assess  these  duties, 
no  interest  should  be  added;  but  if  after  this  trial, 
he  should  continue  to  assess  duties  upon  a similar 
article,  the  rate  of  damages  might  be  different. 

Dexter,  Sprague  and  Gray,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Mills  for  the  United  States. 

Trade.  Thirty-three  schooners  were  at  Kings- 
ton, U.  C.  on  Lake  Ontario,  at  one  time,  a few  days 
ago,  laden  with  bread  stuffs. 

Liberia.  Notice  to  emigrants.  Colonization 
rooms,  Washington,  June  17,  1840.  The  packet 
ship  Saluda  is  now  undergoing  thorough  repairs  at 
New  York,  from  which  portshe  will  sail  on  the  20th 
of  July,  for  Norfolk,  to  complete  her  loading  and 
receive  emigrants;  and  will  sail  for  Liberia  on  tne 
1st  of  August.  Emigrants  will  be  taken  for  thirty 
dollars,  children  under  the  age  of  twelve  years  halt 
price;  the  charge  for  passage  and  six  months’ sub- 
sistence in  the  colony,  including  medical  attendance, 
8tc.  is  sixty  dollars. 

The  governor,  in  his  despatches  of  22d  April, 
says,  “I  have  commenced  the  survey  of  a beautiful 
district  between  Millsburg  and  Caldwell;  the  tract 
is  well  watered,  and  possesses  abundant  advantages 
for  agriculture;  twelve  houses  are  contracted  for, 
to  be  erected  on  as  many  farms.”  These  will  be 
ready  for  the  emigrants  to  occupy  on  theii  arrival. 
The  colony  is  rapidly  improving.  The  governor 
says:  “I  never  felt  such  perfect  confidence  in  the 
high  destinies  of  Liberia,  and  the  glorious  results  of 
colonization,  as  now.”  J.  Wilkeson, 

Chair’n  ex.com.  American  Col.  society. 

Indian  affairs.  The  Omahas  chief — Indian  in 
character.  Ha-bas  a-basha,  one  of  the  Omaha  tribe, 
who  was  committed  to  prison  in  St.  Louis,  on  a 
charge  of  murdering  a Frenchman,  had  a re  hearing 
befoie  justice  McKenney,  on  the  1st  inst.  and  was 
discharged. 

The  Bulletin  states  that  Ha-pa-tun-ga,  the  chief 
of  the  Omahas,  made  an  address  on  the  occasion,  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  had  been  a chief  ever  since 
he  was  a man;  that  he  had  seen  seventy  snows;  that 
a white  man  had  never  before  been  killed  by  one  of 
his  tribe  since  he  was  a chief;  that  if  his  father  was 


I to  rise  from  the  ground  and  try  to  kill  a whiteman, 

I he  would  protect  the  white  man  against  his  father; 
if  one  ol  his  tribe  ever  again  killed  a white  man,  he 
would,  it  he  could  procure  fire  weapons,  follow  him 
and  kill  him  for  it. 

The  prisoner  on  being  told  of  his  discharge,  shook 
hands  with  all  the  persons  present  and  went  his  way 
rejoicing.  It  appears  that  the  deceased  wa3  mor- 
tally wounded  by  an  Omaha,  and  the  latter  in  his 
flight  was  capsized  in  his  canoe  and  drowned.  Ha- 
bas-a-ba-sha  found  the  wounded  man  in  his  last 
agonies,  and  at  his  own  request  despatched  and  bu- 
ried him,  according  to  his  savage  notions  of  right. 
Such  was  the  story  he  told  himself  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  all  the  circumstances  justify  a belief  in  its 
correctness. 

ARMY. 

From  the  Army  and  Nuvy  Chronicle,  of  June  4. 

Military  intelligence.  A board  of  medical  officers 
composed  of  surgeons  Mower  and  Heiskell,  ai.d  as- 
sistant surgeon  Day,  is  ordered  to  assemble  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania  on  the  15th  of  July,  for  duty 
connected  with  the  selection  of  a site  for  the  marine 
hospital  to  be  erected  on  the  upper  Ohio. 

General  staff.  Major  L.  Thomas  has  resumed 
his  duties  in  the  adjutant  general’s  office. 

1st  artillery.  Lieut.  J.  L.  Donaldson,  relieved 
from  general  recruiting  service,  and  ordered  to  join 
his  company  at  Hancock  barracks;  lieut.  M.  J. 
Burke  succeeded  him  at  Boston. 

2 d artillery.  Col.  Bankhead  has  resumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  Lieut,  col.  Crane  has  receiv- 
ed a short  leave  of  absence. 

2d  infantry.  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Clendenin,  sta- 
tioned at  Cumberland,  Md.  on  general  recruiting  ser- 
vice. 

6 th  infantry.  Lieut.  S.  Woods  succeeds  captain 
Page,  4t h infantry,  on  general  recruiting  service,  at 
Frederick,  Md. 

7th  infantry.  Lieut.  G.  R.  Paul  has  relieved  lieut. 
H.Ross  on  recruiting  service  at  Albany,  Schenec- 
tady and  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Albany  being  the 
principal  station.  Leave  granted  to  lieut.  Ross,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  he  will  join  his  regiment. 

Official.  Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant 
general’s  office,  Washington,  May  27,  1840.  Gene- 
ral orders,  No.  26. 

The  following  regulations  have  been  received  from 
the  war  department,  and  are  published  for  the  guid- 
ance of  all  concerned: 

Detail  regulations  for  the  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers. 

1.  The  bureau  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engi- 
neers at  Washington,  will  be  the  depository  of  all 
maps,  charts,  plans,  drawings,  records,  books,  in- 
struments, appertaining  to  and  resulting  from,  the 
labors  of  the  corps.  All  reports,  returns  arid  com- 
munications from  officers  of  the  corps,  and  others 
on  duty  with  it,  will  be  made  to  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  bureau,  through  whom  all  orders  to  officers 
of  the  corps,  and  others  on  duty  of  the  corps  will 
pass. 

2.  When  officers  of  the  corps  are  assigned  to  any 
military  department,  fort,  garrison  or  post,  to  troops, 
or  an  army  in  the  field,  as  field  engineers,  in  con- 
formity with  article  2d  of  the  regulations  promul- 
gated in  general  orders  No.  15,  a duplicate  of  their 
orders  will  be  sent  to  the  commanding  officerin  the 
field,  to  whom  the  officers  of  the  corps  will  apply 
for  assistants,  or  for  an  escort,  if  either  be  necessa- 
ry. They'  will  carry  into  effect  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  officer  in  reference  to  their  duties,  in 
which  are  included  those  of  selecting  sites  of  en- 
campments. And  when  in  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  an  officer  of  the  corps  shall  be  accompanied 
by  an  escort,  tile  escort  shall  move  by  such  routes 
and  at  such  times  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  offi- 
cer for  whose  aid  and  protection  the  escort  has  been 
detailed,  whether  the  officer  commanding  the  escort 
be  superior  or  inferior  in  rank. 

3.  Officers  not  so  assigned,  but  on  special  service 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  bureau,  will  not 
be  diverted  from  such  service  except  in  case  of  pub- 
lic exigency;  and  when  so  diverted,  the  officer  of 
the  corps  will  immediately  report  the  same  to  the 
bureau,  transmitting  a copy  of  the  orders  he  may 
have  received. 

4.  When  officers  of  the  corps  in  the  execution  of 
a specific  duty  shall  be  quartered  with  a military 
command,  and  are  not  placed  specially  under  the 
orders  of  the  commanding  officer,  they  will  never- 
theless, be  considered  entitled  to  all  the  courtesies 
and  rights  of  their  rank. 

5.  Topographical  information  collected  by  officers 
of  the  corps  shall  not  be  made  public  without  the 
sanction  of  the  war  department,  and  then  it  shall  be 
done  under  the  supervision  of  the  bureau  of  topo- 
graphical engineers. 
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6.  When  surveys  are  required  by  the  bureau  of 
the  corps  of  engineers  for  purposes  of  fortification 
and  permanent  military  defences,  application  will 
be  made  by  that  bureau  to  the  war  department,  which 
application,  if  approved,  will  be  referred  to  the  bu- 
reau of  topographical  engineers  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

War  department,  May  22 d,  1840. 

By  older  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding  in  chief. 

Edmund  Scheiver,  ass’t  adj.  gen. 

Florida — Official  letters.  From  the  Globe. 
Head  quarters , army  of  the  south.  Fort  King,  May 
30,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  department,  captain  Rains’  report,  just 
received,  of  his  affair  with  the  Indians  on  the  28th 
of  April,  and  captain  Bonneville’s  report  of  the 
destruction  of  an  Indian  town,  &c.  on  the  28th  in- 
stant. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  captain  Rains’  fight, 
exhibiting  throughout  the  greatest  skill  and  judg- 
ment, and  the  utmost  bravery  in  officers  and  men. 

I have  the  honor  to  refer  the  department  to  cap- 
tain Bonneville’s  report  of  to-day,  in  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  an  Indian  village  of  fifteen  huts,  con- 
cealed and  surrounded  by  marshes  and  hammocks, 
and  distant  from  here  only  fifteen  miles,  was  entire- 
ly destroyed,  with  a fine  field  of  corn,  and  much 
Indian  property,  valuable  only,  however,  to  them- 
selves. From  the  appearance  of  the  village,  it  has 
existed  for  some  years,  and  been  a great  resort  for 
Indians  going  north  and  south,  and  from  whence  they 
could  sally  at  any  moment,  and  in  a few  hours  de- 
stroy small  scouring  parties,  and  intercept  wa^on 
trains.  Captain  Bonneville’s  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  warriors  is,  I think,  too  small;  there  are  many 
of  them,  no  doubt,  out  in  the  bands  which  are  con- 
stantly committing  depredations.  The  whole  band 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  captured,  had  not  Ihe 
growth  scrub  palmetto,  through  which  the  men  had 
to  cross,  given  a noise  which  heralded  the  approach 
of  our  troops.  Captain  Bonneville  deserves  great 
credit,  not  only  for  this  affair,  but  for  the  zeal  and 
good  conduct  which  he  has  exhibited  on  all  occa- 
sions. 

The  troops  are  constantly  scouting  in  large  bodies. 
Lieut,  col.  Riley’s  command  is  now  on  the  Withla- 
coochee.  Capts.  Bonneville  and  Kerr  are  also  out 
with  their  commands  in  pursuit  of  some  Indians. 
Lieut,  col.  Harney  will  shortly  proceed  south  seven- 
ty or  eighty  miles. 

As  soon  as  the  militia  are  mustered  in,  or  a por- 
tion of  them,  I shall  proceed  to  withdraw  an  equal 
number  of  regular  troops  from  Middle  Florida,  to 
establish  the  line  of  posts  as  directed  by  the  war  de- 
partment. 

I hope  by  constant  movements  not  only  to  with- 
draw the  enemy  from  the  settlements,  but  to  repay 
some  of  the  ills  which  they  have  bestowed  upon  us. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obed’t  servant, 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD, 

Brig.  gen.  com.  army  of  the  south. 

Br.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adj.  gen.,  If  ashinglon. 

Fort  King,  (E.  F.)  May  29,  1840. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  state  of  my  health,  still  pre- 
carious, as  you  are  well  aware,  I have  not  been  able 
until  now  of  making  the  following  report,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit: 

On  the  24th  of  March  last,  two  of  the  best  men 
of  my  company  were  waylaid,  and,  assassin-like, 
shot  down  in  sight  of  this  post.  The  murderers' 
secure  in  their  fleetness,  and  with  the  start  they 
had,  rendered  the  pursuit  of  no  avail.  They  went 
in  a direction  south,  about  two  miles,  where  is  a 
small  hammock  and  water,  the  latter  no  where  else 
to  be  found  in  that  direction  for  miles  around. 

War  parties  of  the  Indians  must  pass  the  above 
for  water  from  the  south,  who  have  sinister  designs 
against  this  po3t.  So  at  this  place  I put  a small 
box  as  an  engine  of  destruction,  containing  a bomb 
howitzer  shell,  some  gunpowder,  fragments  of  old 
iron,  &c.  with  a shirt  of  one  of  the  above  murder- 
ed men  upon  the  top,  so  fixed  that  the  removal  of 
it  would  explode  the  whole,  destroy  the  operator, 
and  give  the  alarm  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to 
this  post. 

A few  evenings  subsequent,  at  tattoo,  the  ma- 
chine was  set  off';  the  military  ran  to  the  spot,  but 
no  enemy  was  found;  a hard  rain  followed  in  a lit- 
tle time,  which  was  calculated  to  obliterate  every 
trace— subsequently,  however,  I was  induced  from 
appearances  to  believe  it  had  given  the  enemy  a 
premonitory  caution.  } 

The  shell,  &c.  was  renewed,  but  in  another  shape, 
and  again  exploded  about  the  same  hour  of  the 
night,  on  the  27th  April.  The  military  again  rush- 
ed to  the  spot,  but,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  no 


Indians  were  found;  while  no  doubt  the  hammock 
was  full. 

I heard  a whoop,  as  usually  given  by  the  enemy, 
while  passing  in  rear  of  the  thicket,  with  some  dra- 
goons under  lieutenant  Newton,  to  intercept  fugi- 
tives; but  the  cry  was  thought  to  proceed  from  one 
of  tile  infantry  who  were  scouring  the  bushes  under 
lieut.  Scott,  and  who,  a3  since  ascertained,  also 
heard  the  same  some  distance  before  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  following,  with  six- 
teen men,  (being  all  the  disposable  force  at  the 
post),  I proceeded  to  the  hammock  again,  w'hich  is 
about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty  in  length,  surrounded  with  open  pine  woods, 
and  swept  it  with  my  men  in  extended  order.  The 
hammock  is  quite  full  of  low,  thick  palmettoes, 
which  afford  good  hiding  places,  and  impenetrable, 
almost,  except  bj'  crawling.  So,  after  this  diligent 
search,  we  passed  through  to  the  water  at  the  fur- 
thest end,  and  found  no  enemy,  but  two  cur  dogs 
we  had  along  began  to  bark  in  the  densest  thicket 
at  a rabbit,  as  one  of  my  command  answered  me, 
upon  inquiry. 

The  dogs  run  now  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
pond,  about  five  or  six  yards  wide,  into  the  bushes, 
barking  furiously,  again  excited  my  suspicion,  and 
I ordered  the  men  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and  was 
proceeding  myself  to  ascend  the  bank,  about  six 
feet  high,  for  the  same  purpose,  when  the  men  in 
front  shouted  “Indians,”  raised  their  guns  and  fired 
simultaneously  with  the  enemy,  who  were  conceal- 
ed, prostrate,  in  the  undergrowth. 

My  men  rushed  back  past  me,  when  finding,  that 
we  were  surrounded,  and  knowing  that  the  Indians 
would  not  show  fight  in  such  a place,  without  hav- 
ing the  advantage  in  numbers,  1 ordered  the  soldiers 
to  clear  the  hammock,  each  man  to  take  his  tree 
and  give  the  enemy  fair  fight.  (Other  tactics  would 
have  been  madness).  No  sooner  said  than  done. 
As  I passed  sergeant  Smith,  my  first  sergeant,  and 
a brave  soldier  behind  a tree,  he  observed  “captain, 
I am  killed,”  with  the  blood  running  from  his  mouth 
and  nose;  he  was  cool  and  collected,  though  he  had 
received  four  wounds,  three  of  which  were  mortal 
each.  Another  of  my  men  had  been  shot  dead  by 
the  first  fire,  on  our  side  of  about  five,  and  by  the 
enemy  from  twenty  to  thirty  shots.  Another  man 
of  my  command  was  also  wounded  here  probably. 

As  soon  as  we  had  taken  trees,  firing  upon  the 
enemy  as  occasion  presented,  assailed  by  innumera- 
ble shots  from  an  unseen  foe  on  the  east  side  of  the 
hammock,  a large  number  of  painted  warriors,  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred,  rushed  boldly  out  of  the  west 
side,  at  the  end  nearest  to  Fort  King,  where  we  had 
first  entered  it,  and  began  to  run  from  tree  to  tree, 
to  get  upon  our  flanks  and  behind  us.  The  same 
was  done  by  the  Indians  on  the  east  side,  where  a 
conspicuous  warrior,  who  had  attained  our  flank, 
was  shot  down,  while  passing  to  our  rear. 

After  maintaining  our  position,  unscarred  by  shot 
which  flew  about  us  like  hail,  with  the  enemy  in 
front,  and  until  they  had  reached  our  flanks,  both 
right  and  left,  and  fast  extending  their  line  behind 
us,  keeping  up  an  incessant  firing  and  yelling,  our 
numbers  reduced  to  eleven  or  twelve,  I perceived 
that  to  storm  the  hammock  and  break  through  the 
enemy’s  line  towards  Fort  King,  orour  destruction, 
was  inevitable.  Having  given  the  order,  we  charg- 
ed through,  and  retook  the  hammock,  now  the  cen- 
tre of  the  Indian  force.  The  w'arriors  gave  way 
before  us,  and  we  passed  fairly  through  them,  to- 
wards the  fort,  out  of  the  thicket,  some  one  hundred 
or  two  hundred  yards.  Know’ing  that  now  we 
should  have  a rush  of  the  foe,  and  their  concentrat- 
ed fire  upon  us  (which,  sure  enough,  immediately 
followed)  while  trying  to  rally  my  men,  now  re- 
duced to  seven  not  wounded,  ordering  them  again 
to  take  trees,  so  as  to  check  the  enemy's  advance 
and  fire  upon  us,  (which  would  have  done  fearful 
execution,  could  I have  done  it  in  time  to  have 
opened  a fire  upon  the  mass  exposed),  while  be- 
tween my  command  and  the  Indians,  amidst  a show- 
er of  balls,  I was  shot  through  the  body;  but  this 
did  not  deter  my  efforts  until  1 had  stopped  the  re- 
treat of  my  men. 

Feeling  faint  from  loss  of  blood,  I informed  the 
soldiers  of  my  condition,  when  they  ran  to  me,  and 
corporal  Bedford,  by  my  side,  fired  and  killed  a dis- 
tinguished chief  on  our  right  flank. 

Three  of  the  men  carried  me  in  their  arms,  one 
of  these  (named  Taylor)  being  wounded  through 
the  shoulder,  while,  by  my  direction,  Ihree  more 
brought  up  the  rear  as  a guard.  The  Indians  hailed 
awhile  where  their  chief  was  killed,  and  afterwards 
followed  in  the  distance. 

Thus  terminated  a fight  of  about  an  hour’s  con- 
tinuance, in  which  we  had  a sergeant  and  one  man 
killed;  myself,  a corporal  and  three  privates  wound- 
ed. W e killed  four  of  the  enemy — their  wounded 
being  unknown;  and  all  our  wounded  were  saved 
from  the  hand  of  the  merciless  savage. 


Two  of  my  men  (one  badly  wounded)  remained 
hid  in  the  hammock,  and  relates  that,  after  our  bat- 
tle, the  Indians  gathered  their  force,  and  filed  off 
towards  the  southwest;  that  there  were  ninety-three 
warriors,  five  or  six  negroes,  and  about  twenty 
squaws,  and  that  the  latter  carried  away  four  dead 
men.  From  other  circumstances,!  think  this  enu- 
meration correct. 

Some  of  the  Indians  afterwards  came  in  view  of 
this  fort,  but  were  scattered  by  a few  shell  from  a 
5 1-2  inch  howitzer,  2d  lieutenant  Scott  in  com- 
mand. 

The  Indians,  as  afterwards  appeared,  had  laid  in 
ambush  for  our  destruction  in  the  hammock,  which 
was  discomposed  by  our  move  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion to  fight  them,  instead  of  retreating  immediate- 
ly, as  they  expected,  towards  Fort  King.  I am, 
sir,  very  respectfully,  your  incst  ob’t  serv’t, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  capt.  7th  infantry. 

Col.  D.  E.  Twiggs,  com.  E.  D.  wing  of  the  south. 

Fort  King,  E.  F.  June  5, 1840. 

I feel  justified  in  stating  that  the  large  body  of 
Indians  who  had  lived  in  undisturbed  security  on 
the  islands  in  the  Oaklawaha  for  years  past,  till  with- 
in the  last  ten  days,  have  been  completely  routed 
from  their  strong  holds.  Their  extensive  crops  be- 
ing destroyed,  they  no  longer  have  any  inducement 
to  remain  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

From  some  remarks  made  by  captain  Kerr,  I am 
led  to  believe  many  have  shaped  their  course  to- 
wards the  Weekwa,  where  I should  have  proceed- 
ed, had  not  the  sudden  indisposition  of  my  guide, 
Indian  Billy,  so  broken  in  on  my  arrangements  a3 
made  agreeably  to  the  orders  under  which  I left 
this  post  on  the  1st  instant.  I am,  sir,  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  W.  S.  HARNEY", 

Lt.  col.  second  drag’s  com  dg. 
Lieut.  R.  C.  .Ashton,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gene- 
ral, east,  district,  army  of  the  south. 

Head  quarters,  2 d infantry.  Fort  King,  June  9,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to 
your  order  of  the  20th  May,  1S40,  I started  from 
this  post  in  the  direction  of  the  Withlacoochee  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th  nit.  with  my  command, 
composed  of  captain  Mason’s  company  of  mounted 
volunteers,  a detachment  of  company  D,  1st  infan- 
try, and  a detachment  from  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  H,  I 
and  K,  companies  of  the  2d  infantry,  amounting  in 
all  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  men.  Passing  the 
head  of  the  Paunee-sufe-kee  on  the  morning  of  the 
31st  ult.  the  advanced  guard,  under  the  command 
of  captain  Mason,  came  upon  an  Indian  warrior, 
and  succeeded  in  making  him  prisoner.  Interro- 
gating him,  I learned  that  there  were  but  two  small 
parties  of  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Withla- 
coochee, that  they  were  cultivating  in  the  Wahoo; 
and  by  this  guidance,  I succeeded  in  reaching  one 
of  them  within  a couple  of  hours  after  capturing 
the  prisoner,  where  he  said  he  had  left  five  war- 
riors with  their  squaws  and  children.  On  my  ar- 
rival, I found  that  the  Indians  had  discovered  our 
approach,  and  made  their  escape  into  the  boggy 
swamps  of  Wahoo.  Scouting  in  the  vicinity,  I 
found  thirty  acres  of  corn,  peas,  pumkins  and 
melons,  which  I caused  to  be  thoroughly  destroy- 
ed. On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  I sent  lieut. 
Powell,  with  fifty  men  and  the  company  of  volun- 
teers, to  the  boggy  hammocik,  (a  part  of  the  Wahoo, 
near  the  forks  of  the  Witnlacoochee),  where  the 
Indian  prisoner  stated  that  the  second  party  of  In- 
dians were  cultivating,  with  orders  to  surprise  them 
if  possible. 

During  the  night  lieutenant  Powell  and  party 
returned,  reporting  there  were  fields  to  the  extent 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  under  cultivation,  but 
that  the  Indians  had  left  them  several  days  pre- 
vious. On  the  1st  inst.  captain  Casey,  and  lieute- 
nant Terrett,  with  seventy  men,  destroyed  the  fields 
discovered  by  lieutenant  Powell  the  day  before, 
and  scouted  through  that  part  of  the  Wahoo  with- 
out making  any  further  discoveries.  On  the  2d 
I moved  the  command  to  the  old  ford  of  the  With- 
lacoochee, about  twenty  miles  below  Fort  Dade, 
where  I parted  from  the  wagons,  left  a guard  of 
fifty  men  for  their  protection,  under  command  of 
lieutenant  Powell,  and  proceeded  to  the  Cho-co- 
catta  savanna,  wheie  I surprised  an  Indian  camp, 
killed  three  warriors  and  took  three  warriors.  It 
is  a source  of  much  regret  to  me  that  I have  to  re- 
port one  squaw  among  the  killed.  She  was  taken 
for  a warrior  by  one  of  Ihe  volunteers  in  the  ad- 
vance, and  fired  upon  by  him,  as  she  was  endea- 
voring to  make  her  escape.  From  fifteen  to  twenty 
acres  of  corn,  peas,  &c.  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp 
were  destroyed. 

Just  before  one  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d 
inst.  in  spite  of  every  precaution  that  had  been 
taken  to  secure  him,  the  Indian  made  prisoner  near 
the  Paunee-sufe-kee,  effected  his  escape  from  the 
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body  of  the  guard,  and  was  fired  upon  by  the  sen- 
tinel placed  over  him,  which  caused  a commotion 
in  camp,  during  which  several  guns  W'ere  fired 
along  the  line  into  the  hammock  near  which  the 
command  was  encamped;  and  unfortunately,  the 
Dight  being  dark,  captain  Mason,  of  the  volunteers, 
who  had  shown  himself  a zealous  and  active  offi- 
cer, received  a.  wound  from  a yager  ball,  which 
caused  his  death  in  a very  few  minutes. 

On  the  3d  inst.  I came  upon  another  camp,  in 
Cho-co  chattee  region,  of  considerable  extent,  from 
which  foity  or  fifty  Indians  had  escaped,  several 
hours  before,  destroying  their  huts,  ten  or  fifteen 
hogs,  some  packs,  and  thirty  acres  of  fine  corn, 
peas,  pumpkins  and  melons,  just  ripening.  I re- 
traced my  steps  to  the  wagons;  having  convinced 
myself  that  there  were  no  other  camps  in  that  re- 
gion, and  taking  three  days’  provisions  from  them, 
1 next  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  Annatte 
Sega  hammock,  and  scoured  it  in  different  direc- 
tions, going  as  far  west  as  the  Fort  Clinch  road, 
capturing  a squaw,  her  child  and  two  ponies,  and 
destroying  a small  field  of  corn,  &c.  Finding  that 
most  of  the  trails  in  that  region  were  running 
■south,  and  several  weeks  old,  I deemed  it  a waste  of 
time  and  labor  to  remain  out  any  longer,  and  con- 
sequently returned  to  my  wagons,  put  the  com- 
mand in  motion,  and  arrived  here  this  morning,  be- 
tween 8 and  9 o’clock. 

I would  add,  that  the  gitide  sent  out  with  my 
command  was  of  no  use  whatever.  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  be  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, B.  RILEY, 

Lt.  col.  2d  inf.  com’g  det. 

Col.  D.  E.  Twiggs,  com’g  east  dist.  army  of  the 
south,  Fort  King. 

The  white  flag.  The  St.  Augustine  News  of  the 
5th  inst,  says: 

“This  day,  Friday,  the  5th  June,  1840,  at  sun- 
rise, a while  flag  was  displayed  on  the  staff  at  St. 
Francis’  barracks,  in  this  city.  As  though  asham- 
ed of  the  purposes  of  its  overture,  it  hung  in 
drooping  folds,  vainly  struggling  to  free  itself  from 
the  disgrace,  which  in  broad  characters  impressed 
it. 

We  learn  that  flags  were  recently  prepared  at 
Black  creek,  painted  with  the  device  of  an  Indian 
and  white  man  shaking  hands  together.” 

Two  recruits  had  their  arms  blown  off  at  Buffa- 
lo, a few  days  since,  by  the  premature  discharge  of 
a cannon,  while  colonel  Bankhead’s  regiment  of 
artillery  were  going  through  their  firings. 

NAVAL. 

Arrival  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Lexington . The  U.  S. 
ship  Lexington,  Captain  John  H.  Clack,  98  days 
'roin  the  Pacific,  (Valparaiso),  and  45  days  from 
teto  de  Janeiro,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  Tuesday,  and 
anchored  offthe  naval  hospital.  Left  .at  Callao,  6th 
February.  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  Com.  Claxton; 
officers  and  crew  all  well;  about  to  sail  for  Valpa- 
raiso via  Talcahuano,  from  thence  to  Sandwich  Is- 
lands. The  U.  S.  sloop  St.  Louis,  commander  For- 
rest, had  arrived  upon  the  coast,  and  had  sailed  (con- 
veying dispatches)  for  Panama.  The  U.  S.  schoon- 
er Shark,  lieut.  Comd’l.  Bigelow,  had  also  arrived. 

The  Lexington  has  been  absent  nearly  three 
years,  having  sailed  from  Boston  20th  August,  1837, 
during  which  time,  we  learn,  she  has  performed 
more  actual  sea  service,  than  any  of  our  men  of  war. 
She  has  run  over  56,000  miles,  and  has  been  516 
days  at  sea,  cruising  and  touching  at  the  different 
ports  of  Chili,  Peru,  Columbia  and  Mexico,  cross- 
ing the  equator  four  several  times,  exposed  to  a va- 
riety of  dangers  and  vicissitudes,  without  having 
lost  a man  by  accident  or  casualty.  Her  arrival 
upon  the  coast  of  Mexico  in  September,  1838,  was 
hailed  with  the  most  rapturous  demonstrations  of 
joy  by  those  of  ourcountrymen  whose  interests  and 
possessions  were  upon  the  eve  of  being  sacrificed 
to  the  pillaging  propensities  of  the  redoubtable  and 
somewhat  notorious  Gen.  Urrea,  of  Texan  memory. 
His  plans  were  thus  defeated,  and  the  rights  and 
property  of  our  citizens  secured,  the  vigorous  mea- 
sures pursued  by  capt.  Clack  rendering  all  subse- 
quent attempts  useless  and  abortive. 

List  of  the  officers  attached  to  the  Lexington. — 
John  H.  Clack,  captain;  W.  G.  Woolsey,  John  P. 
Gillis,  lieutenants;  Henry  S.  Coulter,  surgeon;  W. 
P.  Zantzinger,  purser;  W.  J.  Schenck,  acting  mas- 
ter; J.  D.  Miller,  assistant  surgeon;  Richard  M. 
Harvey,  J.  H.  Sherburne,  passed  midshipmen;  Chas. 
Deas,  W.  W.  Polk,  J.  H.  Madison,  W.  A.  McCro- 
han,  midshipmen;  C.  H.  Walls,  captain’s  clerk;  Pa- 
trick Dee,  carpenter;  W.  M.  Cooper,  boatswain; 
Henry  Bacon,  sailmaker;  Wm.  Burton,  gunner. 

The  Sea  Gull.  The  loss  of  this  ship  and  her  un- 
fortunate officers  and  crew  are  placed  beyond  the 
possibility  ot  doubt.  A careful  survey  of  the  island 
Diego  Ramirez,  (upon  which  she  was  supposed  to 


have  been  lost),  and  a close  examination  of  all 
points  contiguous,  with  the  usual  signals  of  relief 
being  at  hand  manifested,  too  clearly  shews  that 
the  worldly  sufferings  of  those  attached  to  this  ill- 
fated  vessel  are  forever  at  an  end. 

[ Norfolk  Herald. 

The  Ontario.  Expressions  like  those  conveyed 
by  the  following  correspondence,  are  gratifying  to 
all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  navy. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  when  the  crew  of  the 
Ontario  were  paid  off',  not  a single  man  presented 
himself  in  a state  of  intoxication,  although  they  had 
been  on  liberty  for  several  days — a fact  which  re- 
flects great  credit  on  commander  Williamson  and 
his  officers.  [New  York  American. 

Navy  department,  9th  June,  1840. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  reporting  the 
condition  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Ontario, 
has  been  received. 

I request  that  you  will  express  to  commander 
Williamson,  his  officers  and  crew,  the  very  great 
gratification  the  department  has  derived  from  the 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  Ontario,  and  the  ex- 
emplary conduct  of  the  crew.  I am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed),  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Com.  Jus.  Renshaw,comd’t  U.  S.  navy  yard,  N.Y. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  June  11th,  1840. 

Sir:  I receive  much  pleasure  in  enclosing  to  you 
a copy  of  a letter  from  the  hon.  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  my  address,  expressive  of  the  gratification 
he  has  received  in  the  reportof  the  visiting  officers, 
of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  “Ontario,”  and 
the  exemplary  conduct  of  her  crew,  which  you  will 
be  pleased  to  make  known  to  the  officers  and  men. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  &e. 

J.  RENSHAW,  comd't. 
Com.  J.  D.  Williamson,  U.  S.  ship  Ontario. 

The  U.  S.  corvette  John  Adams,  which  left  Rio 
Janeiro  in  company  with  the  Columbia,  arrived  be- 
low Boston  on  Monday.  She  lost  23  seamen  during 
her  absence  from  the  United  States.  The  following 
is  a list  of  her  officers. 

Thomas  W.  Wyman,  commander;  lieutenants, 
Andrew  H.  Foot,  Thomas  Turner,  Edward  R. 
Thompson,  A.  H.  Kelly,  George  B.  Minor;  purser, 
D.  Fauntleroy;  master,  Robert  P.  Pegram;  passed 
assistant  surgeon,  John  H.  Lockwood;  assistant 
surgeon,  Joseph  Deal;  passed  midshipman,  Edward 
C.  Ward;  midshipmen,  John  V.  Hixon,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  R.  B.  Reill,  J.  W.  Wainwright,  James  H. 
Spotts,  Donald  M.  Fairfax,  Charles  T.  Crocker, 
W.  H.  Thompson,  Robert  H.  Wyman;  professor  of 
mathematics,  A.  G.  Pendleton;  gunner,  John  H. 
Ryder;  carpenter,  John  Hayden;  sailmaker,  Wil- 
liam H.  Brayton. 

Court  martial — case  of  Livingston,  for  mu- 
tiny.— Some  few  weeks  since,  a story  went  the 
round  of  the  papers  to  the  effect  that  a seaman  on 
board  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  lying  at  Pen- 
sacola, had  been  tried  for  mutiny,  condemned,  and 
hanged  at  the  yard-arm.  This  story  was,  however, 
subsequently  corrected  by  a statement  of  the  fact 
that  the  seaman  was  condemned,  but  pardoned  un- 
der the  yard-arm.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  fact. 
The  seaman,  whose  name  is  Fleming  Livingston,  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  connected  with  a very  re- 
spectable family,  was  restored  to  the  service.  He 
arrived  in  this  port  on  board  the  Ontario,  and  was 
here  transferred  to  the  ship  North  Carolina.  While 
on  the  passage  home,  on  board  the  Ontario,  in  the 
month  of  April,  it  appears  that  Livingston  was 
guilty  of  a repetition  of  the  heinous  offence  previ- 
ously charged  against  him,  to  wit:  mutinous  and  se- 
ditious practices,  and  disobedience  of  the  lawful  or- 
ders of  his  superior  officers,  for  which  he  now  re- 
mains in  double  irons  on  board  the  North  Carolina, 
awaiting  his  trial,  which  is  to  take  place  this  day 
before  a court  martial  on  board  the  ship  Hudson. 
The  charges  are  preferred  against  him  by  commo- 
dore J.  D.  Williamson.  John  McKeon,  esq.  will 
act  as  judge  advocate,  and  William  Shaler,  esq. 
will  appear  in  defence  of  the  prisoner. 

[N.  F.  Express. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Whig  state  convention.  The  whig  convention 
which  assembled  at  Worcester  on  Wednesday,  nomi- 
nated, unanimously,  the  hon.  John  Davis,  now  of 
the  U.  S.  senate,  as  candidate  for  governor.  The 
attendance  of  delegates  was  very  numerous.  A cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Star  says: 

■The  procession  formed  at  half  past  11,  and  was 
one  hour  in  passing;  at  least  fifteen  thousand  per- 
sons were  in  “the  ranks,”  if  not  twrenty  thousand. 
This  estimate  is  formed  by  careful  estimate.  Each 
county  and  each  town  had  appropriate  banners. — 
Among  them  was  Charlestown  with  Bunker  Hill; 
Boston  with  Faneuil  Hall;  Dorchester  with  Wash- 


ington entering  Boston;  then  four  coaches  w ie 
volutionary  heroes;  Hopkinton  men  were  dr  sed 
in  white  frocks,  with  brooms,  &c.  and  had  a fine  'og 
cabin,  their  motto,  “the  huge  paws  are  coming, 
people  will  take  care  of  themselves;”  Franklin 
county  had  on  their  banner  “Franklin  comes  to  the 
rescue,”  “Laborers  will  not  work  for  twenty  cents 
a day,”  “Our  measures  the  good  of  our  country — 
our  men  Harrison  and  Tyler.” 

Whig  electoral  ticket.  The  convention  at  Wor- 
cester nominated  for  electors  of  president  and  vice 
president  the  following  ticket: 

Isaac  C.  Bates,  of  Northampton,  , 

Pelig  Sprague,  of  Boston,  j eleclors  at  large- 

District  1 — Robert  G.  Shaw,  of  Boston. 

2 —  Stephen  C.  Phillips. 

3 —  Rufus  Longley,  of  Haverhill. 

4—  Sydney  Willard,  of  Cambridge. 

5 —  Ira  M.  Barton,  of  Worcester. 

6 —  George  GrennelJ,  of  Greenfield. 

7 —  Thaddeus  Pomeroy,  of  Stockbridge. 

8 —  Samuel  Mixter,  of  N.  Braintree. 

9 —  Thomas  French,  of  Canton. 

10 —  Wilkes  Wood,  of  Middleboro*. 

11 —  Joseph  Tripp,  of  Fairhaven. 

12 —  Jqfin  B.  Thomas,  of  Plymouth. 

The  Seamen’s  Savings  bank  of  Boston  has  depo- 
sites  to  the  amount  of  $ 200,000 . 

An  unfortunate  accident  occurred  on  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  rail  road  yesterday.  A train  of  cars 
going  up  with  delegates  was  met  by  a downward 
train,  both  going  at  a rapid  rate.  The  two  engines 
were  entirely  demolished,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
cars  of  each  train  were  broken  in  pieces.  No  per- 
sons were  killed,  but  a son  of  Mr.  Samuel  Brooks. 
The  following  persons  were  injured:  Mr.  Kinsman, 
of  Westboro’,  ancle  broke;  Denis  Sullivan,  brake- 
man,  badly  hurt;  Mr.  Brooks,  Brighton,  leg  broken; 
George  Brackett,  do.  badly  hurt;  Mr.  Ostinelh’s 
son,  very  badly  hurt;  H.  Haven,  Hopkinton,  severe- 
ly hurt;  Augustus  Stinson,  Boston,  slightly  bruis- 
ed; Wallace  Taxter,  do.  do.  do.  some  10  or  15  others 
badly  bruised. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  administration  members  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire legislature  have  agreed  in  caucus  to  defer 
the  election  of  a United  States  senator,  to  succeed 
Mr.  Hubbard,  till  winter. 

Bank  of  Concord.  The  officers  of  the  Concord, 
(N.  H.)  bank,  which  lately  was  compelled  to  close 
its  doors,  are  ascertained  to  be  liable  to  the  bank  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  $150,000.  The  bank’s 
nominal  capital  was  only  $100,000. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  legislature  ol  Connecticut  adjourned  or.  Mon- 
day afternoon. 

Connecticut  has  expended  near  a million  and  Mas- 
sachusetts near  half  a million  of  dollars,  on  that  im- 
portant and  recently  completed  work,  the  Norwich 
and  Worcester  rail  road.  Their  stock  is  to  be  in- 
creased 2,000  shares  more,  at  $100  each. 

Agriculture  in  Connecticut.  We  learn  thatduring 
the  late  session  of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut, 
an  act  was  passed,  which  provides  that  every  coun- 
ty agricultural  society,  now  incorporated,  or  that 
may  be  incorporated,  which  shall  raise  as  a tax  from 
its  own  members,  or  by  contributions,  a sum  of  not 
less^han  $100,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  annually 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  a sum  equal  to  such 
tax,  but  not  to  exceed  $200  in  any  one  year.  Eve- 
ry society  which  shall  receive  such  allowance  shall 
offer  annually,  by  way  of  premiums,  the  whole 
amount  received  from  the  state,  and  an  equal  amount 
raised  by  the  society  from  its  members. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  canal  board  of  the  state  are  now  in  session 
at  Albany. 

The  Hausatonic  rail  road  company  on  Wednes- 
day last  transported  over  the  road  between  Bridge- 
port and  Millord,  1,480  passengers;  and  the  day 
following,  1,300. 

Trade  of  the  Erie  canal.  From  the  opening  of 
navigation  until  the  1st  inst.  there  were  cleared, 
at  Buffalo,  on  the  Erie  canal,  156,968  bbls.  of  flour, 
and  100,352  bushels  of  wheat.  This  is  nearly  double 
the  quantity  which  has  been  cleared  from  that  port, 
for  a similar  period,  for  the  last  four  years. 

Piracy  on  the  Hudson  river.  A daring  outrage 
was  committed  on  the  Hudson  river  a few  evenings 
since,  on  board  the  schooner  Carroll,  belonging  to 
this  city,  and  commanded  by  captain  Michaels,  of 
Newburgh.  The  schooner  was  proceeding  to  the 
latter  place,  and  when  opposite  Peekskill,  the  cap- 
tain was  hailed  by  three  men  from  the  shore,  who 
requested  to  be  taken  as  passengers  to  Newburgh. 
The  captain  consented — but  the  men  had  no  sooner 
boarded  the  vessel,  than  they  seized  the  captain  and 
wrested  from  him  the  helm,  and  threatened  that 
without  instant  submission  he  should  be  placed  un- 
der the  hatches.  With  no  other  force  than  a young 
man  and  a small  boy,  captain  Michaels  saw  that  the 
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odds  of  strength  was  against  him,  and  therefore  at- 
tempted no  further  forcible  resistance,  but  to  retain 
sixty  dollars  in  money  which  was  then  in  his  pos- 
session. This  the  unwelcome  passengers  attempted 
in  vain  to  get. 

The  vessel  was  immediately  put  about  and  pro- 
ceeded so  far  as  Bedlow’s  Island,  where  captain 
Michaels  and  his  two  hands,  after  forswearing  seve- 
ral oaths  and  using  alternately  threats  and  entreaties, 
prevailed  upon  two  of  the  intiuders  not  to  resist 
their  going  on  shore,  while  the  other  sturdily  op- 
posed it,  but  in  which  capt.  Michaels  and  his  hands 
succeeded.  The  vessel  was  seen  immediately  un- 
der way  toward  the  Jersey  waters,  and  has  since 
been  lound  there  stripped  of  ev.ery  article  of  rigging, 
sails  and  apparel,  and  scuttled  and  sunk  in  shallow 
water. 

Captain  Michaels  ascertained  the  name  of  one  of 
the  men  to  be  Dean  Vandevender,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  forthwith  applied  to  E.  S.  Francher,  esq.  of 
tiiis  city,  for  legal  direction,  in  order  to  bring  the 
villain  to  justice.  Mr.  Francher  took  the  necessa- 
ry preparatory  steps,  and  forwarded  the  necessary 
papers  to  governor  Seward,  upon  which  to  obtain 
a requisition  upon  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  to 
return  the  principal  in  the  outrage  (Vandevender) 
to  justice.  The  requisition  of  governor  Reward  was 
received  last  evening,  and  thereupon  sheriff  Acker 
dispatched  one  of  his  deputies  in  pursuit  of  Vande- 
vender. [N.  Y.  Com. 

Total  convicts  in  Sing  Sing  prison,  June  15,  is 
853,  of  which  65  are  women. 

Daniel  Price,  who  escaped  from  the  penitentiary, 
Blackwell’s  Island,  has  been  retaken. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  of  Pa.  The  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  intimates  that  it  is  expected 
that  a dividend  will  be  declared  by  this  institution 
on  the  1st  July — others  doubt  it. 

“Retrenchment  and  reform,”  is  announced  as 
having  been  commenced  in  the  institution  by  dis- 
pensing wilh  some  of  the  officers,  and  by  reducing 
the  salaiies  of  all  those  remaining.  A saving  to 
the  amount  of  $40,000  per  annum  in  the  bank  at 
Philadelphia,  and  or  $15,000  in  the  branch  at  New 
York,  is  thereby  effected.  Joseph  Cowperthwait, 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  resigned  that  station  on 
the  18th  inst.  and  was  immediately  elected  a direc- 
tor by  the  bond.  Ttie  president  of  the  bank,  Thos. 
Dunlap,  esq.  voluntarily  relinquished  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  of  his  salary,  to  make  it  conform 
to  the  new  arrangement,  which  commences  on  the 
1st  July  coming.  Heretofore  the  bank  has  had  a 
cashier  and  three  assistant  cashiers — the  three  as- 
sistants are  now  dispensed  with. 

On  the  23d  inst.  Alexander  Lardner,  one  of  the 
late  assistant  cashiers,  was  elected  cashier  of  the 
bank.  The  bank  on  the  same  day  issued  the  fol- 
lowing circular. 

“1  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that,  by  a resolu- 
tion of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  bank,  adopted 
at  a stated  meeting,  held  on  the  16th  instant,  it  was 
ordered  that,  hereafter,  no  loans  now  running  to  ma- 
turity, shall  be  renewed,  (unless  originally  made 
wilh  an  agreement  or  understanding  to  that  effect); 
and  that  upon  all  loans,  whether  on  accomodation 
paper,  upon  stock,  or  upon  other  security,  a pay- 
ment of  at  least  ten  per  cent,  will  be  required,  when 
due,  and  the  balance  to  be  settled  by  notes  (not 
renewable)  at  from  one  to  seven  months.  And 
that  all  offers  or  applications  for  such  renewals  must 
be  presented  to  the  board  on  discount  day.  By  or- 
der of  the  board, 

A.  Laednee,  acting  cashier .” 

Dickinson  college.  The  commencement  of  this 
now  flourishing  institution  will  take  place  on  Thurs- 
day, the  9th  of  July.  In  a notice  of  the  subject, 
the  Carlisle  Herald  states  that  the  graduates  of  the 
classes  of  1829,  ’30,  ’31,  who  had  not  an  opportu- 
nity of  procuring  their  second  degree  at  theregnlai 
time,  owing  to  the  closing  of  the  college,  will  re- 
ceive it  from  the  present  government  of  the  college 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  existed  in  the  statutes 
at  the  same  time  they  were  members  of  the  college. 

The  oration  before  the  literary  societies  of  the 
college,  will  be  delivered  on  the  8th,  by  J.  II.  Bra- 
dy, esq.  of  Philadelphia. 

The  fifty-first  anniversary  of  the  Union  Philoso- 
phical society  of  Dickinson  college,  will  be  celebrat- 
ed in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  Carlisle, 
on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  4th  July. 

1 radc  of  the  Juniata.  The  Juniata  (Pa.)  Spirit 
of  the  Times  states  that,  “from  the  opening  of  the 
navigation  this  spring  to  the  1st  of  June,  there  have 
been  cleared  from  Juniata  county  38,468  bushels 
of  wheat,  6,718  barrels  of  flour,  besides  large  quan- 
tities  of  rye,  corn,  oats,  &c.” 

Temperance.  The  U.  S.  Gazette  states  that  the 
temperance  societies  of  Pnila.lelphia  have  made  ar- 
rangements to  celebrate  the  coming  4th  of  July  in 
the  spacious  saloon  of  the  Museum.  The  rev.  John 


Pierpont,  of  Boston,  a highly  accomplished  speaker, 
and  an  author  of  distinguished  ability,  will  deliver 
an  address  on  the  occasion. 

T.  M.  Moore,  late  cashier  of  the  Philadelphia 
Loan  Co.  against  whom  a bill  of  indictment  was 
found  a few  days  ago,  was  arrested  this  morning,  by 
high  constableL.  H.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  assisted 
by  the  New  York  police.  He  was  taken  at  the 
house  of  his  brother.  [ N . Y.Jou.  Corn. 

A new  vein  of  iron  ore,  three  feet  thick,  has  been 
discovered  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.  another  treasure 
in  that  exhaustless  coal  and  iron  region. 

MARYLAND. 

Eastern  Shore  whig  convention.  A general  whig 
convention  is  to  be  held  at  Easton  in  Talbot  county, 
on  the  15th  July  next,  at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  An 
invitation  is  given  to  the  whigs  throughout  Mary- 
land to  attend  it. 

Tide  Water  canal.  As  illustrating  the  advantage 
of  this  work  of  improvement  to  the  trade  of  Balti- 
more, we  may  mention  the  fact  that  yesterday  the 
barque  Canton,  just  arrived  from  Liverpool,  was 
discharging  a part  of  her  cargo  of  salt  into  two 
canal  boats  alongside,  destined  for  the  interior  of 
Pennsylvania  by  this  new  channel  of  communica- 
tion. 

VVe  have  heretofore  noticed  the  arrival  in  this 
city,  by  way  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Tide  Water 
canals,  of  cotton  and  tobacco  from  Nashville.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  paragraph,  from  the 
Nashville  Whig  of  the  10th  inst.  that  these  shipments 
have  been  attended  with  satisfactory  results,  and  we 
doubt  not  that  many  others  will  also  take  this  new 
route  to  market: 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  the  shipments  of  pro- 
duce from  hence  through  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
this  spring  have  generally  turned  out  well.  The 
sales  of  cotton  and  tobacco  in  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore have,  in  some  instances,  netted  a handsome 
profit,  beside  saving  to  the  owners,  the  exchange 
between  this  point  and  the  east,  an  item  of  itself 
worthy  of  consideration  these  hard  times 

\_Jlmer. 

The  court  of  appeals  adjourned  on  the  25th  inst. 
owing  to  the  severe  indisposition  of  chief  justice 
Buchanan  and  judge  T.  Dorsey,  many  of  the  cases 
upon  the  docket  were  of  necessity  deferred. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  of  Virginia — official  report. 

To  his  excellency  Thomas  W.  Gilmer , esq. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  the 
results  of  our  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  Virginia,  made  under  your  appointment  of 
the  14th  April  last.  Your  obedient  servants, 

S.  S.  BAXTER, 

H.  RHODES, 

JOSEPH  JACKSON. 

Richmond,  \3th  June,  1840. 

report. 

On  the  14th  April,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
the  commission  authorising  us  to  inspect  the  books 
and  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, we  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  that  duty. 
Every  aid  which  the  bank  could  furnish  was 
promptly  rendered;  but  the  confusion  in  which  its 
affairs  were  left  by  the  flight  of  the  first  teller,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  its  books,  officers  and  clerks,  by 
the  criminal  prosecutions  which  have  ever  since 
been  pending,  have  greatly  retarded  our  investiga- 
tion. 

The  annexed  statements,  A and  B,  embody  the 
results  of  our  inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  books 
and  condition  of  the  bank  on  the  close  of  the  20th 
April.  We  also  report  herewith,  the  documents  C, 
D,  E,  F,  and  G,  and  the  bank  statements  numbered 
from  1 to  10  inclusive,  which  will  exhibit,  more  in 
detail,  many  of  the  subjects  comprised  in  the  prin- 
cipal statements.  Our  personal  examination  was 
confined  to  the  bank  at  Richmond.  The  state  of 
the  branches  is  deduced  from  their  returns,  pro- 
cured at  our  request.  We  have  thought  it  unne- 
cessary to  report  the  voluminous  and  complicated 
details  of  the  examination  made  by  us.  Its  results 
will,  we  trust,  be  shown  with  sufficient  fulness  and 
accuracy  by  the  statements  referred  to.  It  may  be 
proper  to  add,  that,  in  respect  to  the  cash  on  hand, 
the  bills  and  notes  discounted,  the  balances  on  the 
books,  the  outstanding  debt  of  every  description, 
and  the  other  assets  of  the  bank,  we  have  strictly 
performed  the  duty  of  counting  and  inspecting 
them,  or  the  evidences  of  them,  with  all  practicable 
care.  In  one  particular  only,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
discrimination  between  the  notes  of  the  bank  at 
Richmond  and  the  branches,  there  may  be  an  error, 
not  considerable,  we  are  persuaded — not  at  all  ma- 
terial to  the  main  purposes  of  this  inquiry.  The 
error,  so  tar  as  it  may  exist,  proceeds  from  the  fact 
that  no  such  discrimination  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
attempted,  and  could  not  afterwards  be  made  with 
entire  accuracy. 


In  the  most  important  statement — that  of  the  as- 
sets and  liabilities  of  the  bank,  we  believe  there  is 
no  room  for  any  material  error  except  in  the  distri- 
bution which  we  are  required  to  make  of  the  out- 
standing debt  into  good,  bad  and  doubtful.  The 
distribution  which  we  have  actually  made,  can,  of 
course,  rest  upon  no  higher  ground  than  our  own 
opinion,  derived  from  a personal  knowledge  of  the 
debtors  iri  a great  number  of  instances,  and  in 
others,  from  such  information  as  was  accessible  to 
us.  We  cannot  hope  not  to  have  fallen  into  many 
errors  in  individual  cases;  but  we  believe  that,  un- 
der a judicious  and  diligent  course  of  management, 
the  outstanding  debt  will  prove  to  be  as  available  as 
we  have  reported  it. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  comparative  state- 
ment A,  that  some  inaccuracy  exists  in  the  accounts 
of  the  bank.  Its  books  have  not  been  balanced  for 
many  years,  and  its  bills  and  notes  discounted  have 
long  been  somewhat  short  of  the  account  on  the 
ledger.  All  circumstances  considered,  we  think  it 
is  not  matter  of  surpiise,  or  of  very  grave  censure, 
that  the  errors  in  question  should  exist.  An  inves- 
tigation of  them  was  set  on  foot  early  in  the  last 
year,  and  i3  still  in  a course  of  diligent  prosecution, 
which  will  result,  no  doubt,  in  the  correction  <u 
them,  without  otherwise  materially  affecting  the 
condition  of  the  bank. 

The  deficit  in  the  cash  of  the  first  teller,  amounts 
to  the  sum  of  $544,116  47.  It  was  preceded  by 
overdrafts  early  in  the  year  1838,  on  the  account  of 
Merrill  and  Green,  which  amounted,  from  the  22d 
to  the  26th  September,  to  the  sum  of  $38,141  04. 
These  overdrafts  had  been  partially  concealed  by  a 
false  balance  biought  forward  to  the  credit  of  the 
account. 

They  are  stated  to  have  been  discovered  at  the 
date  last  mentioned,  during  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  book  keeper  having  charge  of  that  account. 
Soon  after  this  discovery,  they  were  made  good  by 
checks  on  other  banks  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the 
account;  which  checks  duly  came  round  to  the  first 
teller,  and  were  suppressed  by  him.  These  checks 
were  not  found  by  us.  On  the  19th  January,  1839, 
the  cash  was  counted  by  a committee  of  directors. 
On  that  day,  it  appears  that  Green’s  account  was 
overdrawn  $24,320  78,  and  another  account  of  a per- 
son in  his  employment  was  overdrawn  $11,411  05. 
These  accounts  were  both  undei  charge  of  the  same 
book  keeper  who  had  previously  kept  the  account 
of  Merrill  & Green.  He  was  soon  after  transferred 
by  the  directory  to  another  service  in  the  bank — 
the  board  having  no  knowledge,  as  we  are  satisfied, 
of  his  previous  misconduct  in  the  keeping  of  these 
accounts  or  that  of  Merrill  & Green,  but  before  he 
left  these  accounts,  the  overdrafts  on  them  were  re- 
duced to  a small  amount.  In  the  course  of  this  re- 
duction, many  checks  on  other  banks  were  entered 
to  the  credit  of  these  accounts,  came  round  duly  \o 
the  first  teller,  and  were  suppressed  by  him. 
These  checks'  were  found  by  us.  From  that  time, 
as  appears  by  the  checks  found  in  the  first  teller’s 
till  and  vault,  the  process  of  embezzlement  was  con- 
tinued without  pause,  except  for  very  brief  inter- 
vals, down  to  the  30th  January,  1S40.  The  last 
check  so  found  bears  date  February  20,  1S40. 
Nearly  the  whole  deficit  is  represented  by  checks 
of  Green  and  others  variously  co#nected  with  him, 
which  came  into  the  hands  of  the  first  teller,  and 
were  suppressed  and  left  by  him. 

A portion  of  the  deficit  is  represented  by  good 
notes  amounting  to  $4,550  19,  which  were  found 
assigned  by  the  first  teller  to  the  bank,  and  for 
which  he  admits  (hat  a sum  of  money  short  of  their 
amount  was  taken  by  him  on  the  eve  of  his.diight. 
The  checks  suppressed  by  the  first  teller  are  drawn 
on  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  other  banks  in  Rich- 
mond, and  came  into  his  hands  in  some  instances 
directly,  but  generally  indirectly,  either  in  his  daily 
settlements,  or  in  his  exchanges  with  the  other 
banks.  It  is  not,  in  our  judgment,  necessary  or 
proper  to  enter  into  further  details  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Being  clothed  with  no  judicial  powers — 
having  had  no  authority  to  summon  witnesses,  or 
require  the  attendance  of  parties,  our  statement 
would  be  liable  to  great  errors,  and  might  do  much 
injustice.  Nor  do  we  deem  it  necessary  to  describe 
more  minutely  the  process  by  which  this  embezzle- 
ment has  been  accomplished.  It  has  certainly 
found  great  facilities  in  the  long-established  prac- 
tice of  receiving  at  one  bank  checks  upon  another, 
passing  them  immediately  to  the  credit  of  the  depo- 
sitor, without  inquiring  whether  they  are  good,  and 
deferring  until  the  next  day  the  settlement  of  them. 
How  far  this  practice  will  admit  of  change,  without 
inconvenience,  is  for  the  consideration  of  others. 
A.s  at  present  regulated,  it  is  liable,  and  has  led  to 
great  abuses. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  which  we  were  directed 
to  make,  whether  any  of  the  bye  laws  of  the  bank,  or 
of  the  general  laws  regulating  banks,  have  been 
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violated  or  neglected,  we  have  to  report  that  we 
have  not  discovered  any  such  violation  or  neglect 
deserving  notice,  except  in  the  following  particu- 
lars, which  have  reference  to  the  7th  bye-law 
adopted  in  1804 — the  13th  and  14th  regulations  for 
the  internal  government  of  the  bank,  adopted  in 
1805,  and  ceitain  resolutions  of  the  board  of  the  5th 
February,  1839,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  re- 
turned. 

The  7th  bye-law  requires  that  a committee  of  the 
board,  consisting  of  at  least  three  members  elected 
monthly  by  ballot,  shall  visit  the  vaults  in  which 
the  cash  and  other  effects  are  deposited  at  least 
once  in  every  month,  and  make  an  inventory  of  the 
same,  to  ascertain  whether  they  perfectly  agree 
therewith. 

This  bye-law  appears  never  to  have  been  strictly 
regarded.  Down  to  the  year  1816,  committees  were 
Appointed  under  it  varying  in  number  from  1 to  6, 
and  generally  3 each  ypar.  In  1817  and  1818  there 
was  no  committee.  From  that  time  to  1830  com- 
mittees were  appointed  varying  from  1 to  3 each 
year.  Since  thatthne  a committee  has  been  annu- 
ally appointed— and  the  last  examination  of  the 
vaults,  preceding  the  flight  of  the  first  teller,  was 
made  on  the  19th  of  January,  1839.  In  practice, 
for  many  years  past,  the  examination  of  the  vaults 
seems  to  have  been  always  nearly  contemporane- 
ous with  the  destruction  o(  the  note  selected  as  un- 
fit for  circulation,  and  therefore  cancelled.  There 
was  an  obvious  convenience  in  this  arrangement — 
and  the  two  processes  requiring  no  little  lime  and 
labor,  each  was  postponed  until  both  could  be  per- 
formed. 

In  respect  to  the  13th  and  14th  resolutions  of  Fe- 
bruary 5th,  1839,  we  have  ascertained  no  facts  wor- 
thy in  our  opinion  to  be  reported,  except  such  as 
relate  to  the  amount  of  money  placed  or  permitted 
from  time  to  time  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  first 
teller.  Upon  this  subject  our  inquiries  have  not 
been  carried  back  beyond  the  year  1826,  the  reports 
of  the  vault  committees  prior  to  that  year  not  be- 
ing on  the  minutes.  By  the  reports  of  that  and  the 
subsequent  years,  all  of  which  are  so  entered,  we 
find  that  at  the  examinations  of  the  vaults  from  1826 
to  1830,  the  money  in  the  teller’s  hands  varied  from 
about  $60,000  to  less  than  $90,000 — from  1830  lo 
1886  inclusive,  it  in  no  instance  much  exceeded 
$100,000 — in  1837  it  exceeded  $700,000 — in  1838, 
$1,200,000 — in  January  1839,  $350,000 — and  at 
the  time  of  Dabney’s  flight,  on  the  close  of  the  2d 
April,  1840,  there  should  have  been  in  his  hands, 
$1,293,009  50. 

We  submit  these  facts  without  comment — and  in 
respect  to  so  much  of  the  regulations  and  resolu- 
tions referred  to  as  concerns  the  superintendence 
of  the  conduct  of  the  clerks,  the  inspection  of  the  ac- 
coun's  of  individuals,  and  other  particulars  of  the 
internal  administration  of  the  bank,  we  can  make 
no  communication  which  would  not  be  very  imper- 
fect and  might  not  be  very  erroneous  or  unjust.  In- 
deed we  have  prescribed  it  to  ouiselves  as  an  in- 
flexible rule  to  confine  our  report  to  a statement  of 
facts  merely,  except  on  those  subjects  upon  which 
an  opinion  seemed  to  be  required  from  us  by  the 
terms  of  the  commission,  or  in  explanation  of  facts. 
We  have  not  considered  it  as  within  our  duty  to 
accuse  or  vindicate,  to  express  approbation  or  cen- 
sure in  any  case — and  we  have  only  to  add,  that  no 
inference  unfavorable  to  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offi- 
cers can  justly  be  drawn  from  our  silence  in  this 
regard.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  BAXTER. 

H.  RHODES. 

JOSEPH  JACKSON. 

Richmond,  June  13th,  1840. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

A carnival.  There  has  been  a carnival  of  three 
days  (as  already  noticed)  at  Raleigh,  the  capital  of 
North  Carolina,  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of 
the  Gaston  and  Raleigh  rail  road.  The  Virginia 
lads  and  lasses  to  the  number  of  200  went  down  in 
the  cars  from  Petersburg,  and  were  received,  from 
the  lively  description  given  by  the  editor  of  the 
Petersburg  Intelligencer,  with  true  Carolina  hospi- 
tality.  The  houses  thrown  open,  servants,  car- 
riages, feastings;  speeches  from  Mr.  Mordecai,  the 
president  of  the  company,  judge  Gaston,  & c.  On 
the  second  day,  a supeib  ball  was  given  at  the 
state  house — many  young  hearts  stricken;  and 
pledges  of  closer  union  between  the  old  Dominion 
and  the  northern  states.  On  the  third  day,  a ball 
again;  and  on  the  next  the  visiting  party  joyously 
on  homeward  bound,  with  bright  and  dear  recol- 
lections of  the  scenes  they  had  passed  through. 

The  loom  travelling  south.  A convention  of  ma- 
nufacturers for  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  was  to 
be  held  at  Raleigh  on  the  13th  of  this  month  on  tbe 
subject  of  the  market  of  domestic  cotton  yams  and 
more  extensive  operations  therein. 


Political.  The  North  Carolinian,  published  at 
Fayettville,  contains  the  following  announcement: 
“We  never  witnessed  a more  enthusiastic  and  har- 
monious spirit  in  the  democratic  ranks  in  North 
Carolina.  Barge,  animated  and  intelligent  meet- 
ings of  the  people  are  daily  assembled  in  every 
section,  from  the  mountain  to  the  sea- board.  It  is 
impossible  to  keep  up  with  them;  we  would  pub- 
lish all  if  we  -could.  The  Standard  of  this  week 
contains  the  proceedings  of  the  district  convention 
at  Hillsborough  captain  John  Berry  was  chosen 
elector;  of  the  convention  at  Windsor  at  which  Dr. 
A.  W.  Mebane  was  chosen  elector;  of  the  meeting 
in  Gates,  &c.  &c.  The  people  seem  roused — they 
are  resolved  not  lo  be  frightened  from  their  princi- 
ples by  bank  contractors  and ‘whig’ panic  orators.” 

[ Balt . Rep. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  honorable  Jesse  W.  Norris,  Dr.  William 
Butler  and  Joseph  Powell,  are  announced,  in  the 
Pendleton  Messenger,  as  candidates  to  represent  the 
district  of  Greenville  and  Pendleton,  in  the  next 
congress,  gen.  Waddy  Thompson,  the  present  in- 
cumbent, having  declined  a re-election. 

[ Charleston  Courier. 

The  consecration  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Gadsden,  bishop 
elect  of  South  Carolina,  will  take  place  in  Trinity 
church,  Boston,  on  Sunday  next.  It  is  expected 
that  the  bishops  of  Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio, 
New  Jersey  and  Michigan,  will  be  present  on  that 
occason  with  the  venerable  presiding  bishop. 

The  firemen  of  Charleston,  S.  C . have  formed  a 
charitable  association,  lor  the  relief  of  disabled 
and  indigent  firemen. 

The  Charleston  Courier  states  that  the  late  fresh- 
et had  extended  to  all  the  rice  plantations  on  San- 
tee. No  lives  had  been  lost. 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans.  All  the  steamboats  and  vessels 
leaving  the  harbor  are  said  to  be  crowded  with  pas- 
sengers— particularly  the  former.  “Our  city,  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  of  the  present  season,” 
says  the  Bulletin,  “is  destined,  we  opine,  to  more 
than  usual  dullness.  As  there  is  little  prospect  of 
business  being  protracted  to  an  advanced  period, 
everyone  having  the  means  to  procure  passage  for 
other  lands  will  do  so.”  An  exhortation  is  given 
to  the  old  residents — those  who  are  inured  to  the 
over  heat  of  June — not  to  go  a away  until  they 
shall  have  deposited  their  votes  in  the.  ballot  box. 

From  the  high  stage  of  the  water  in  the  Missis- 
sippi, it  is  thought  that  the  city-  may  hope  to  be 
exempt  from  the  visitation  of  fever  as  an  epidemic. 
The  idea  is  also  held  out  that  the  musquitoes  may 
be  induced  to  emigrate  for  the  season,  seeing  that 
there  will  be  not  many  thick  blooded  subjects  to 
victimize — the  resident  population  being  composed 
of  “summer-embrowned  and  sun-dried  individuals 
that  rarely  or  never  take  wing.” 

Dr.  Hines,  the  notorious  swindler,  lately  arrested 
in  N.  Orleans,  for  negro  stealing,  is  a second  Paul 
Clifford  in  genteel  address.  Lately  he  entered  a 
city  of  South  Alabama  with  carriage  and  four,  ac- 
companied by  a highly  respectable  young  lady 
whom  he  had  seduced  into  marriage.  The  New 
Orleans  Sun  promises  a sketch  of  him. 

OHIO. 

Banks.  The  following  is  a condensed  state- 
ment of  the  thirty-six  banks  of  Ohio,  April  1st, 
1840. 


Capital,  $10,013,110  00 

Notes  and  bills  discounted,  12,637,953  67 

Circulation,  4,147,766  57 

Due  depositors,  1,806,633  06 

Specie  in  the  vaults,  1,438.994  01 

Notes  of  other  banks,  820,741  80 

Cleveland.  The  Cleveland  Herald  contains  the 
following  interesting  statement  of  the  amount  of 
business  done  on  the  canal  in  May. 

Amount  of  property  arrived  by  the  canal,  on 
which  tolls  is  chaiged  by  weight,  53,518,794  lbs. 
Same  period  in  1839,  3S,616,582  lbs. 

Among  the  chief  articles  arrived  were  the  fol- 
lowing, viz: 


8,950  barrels  pork, 
1,361  do.  whiskey, 
402,930  pouuds  bacon. 
151,734  do.  lard. 


351,119  bushels  wheat, 

11,184  do.  corn, 

15,695  do.  mineral  coal, 

117,347  barrels  flour, 

Cleared  from  Cleveland  during  the  month,  among 
other  articles — 

1,913  barrels  salt,  1,924  do.  lake  fish,  962,649 
pounds  merchandise,  264,738  do.  furniture;  227,298 
do.  gypsum,  203,777  feet  lumber,  278  M.  shingles. 

Total  amount  cleared  on  which  toll  is  charged 
by  weight,  2,917,557  lbs.  Same  period  last  year, 
8,761,521. 


D.  H Beardsley,  collector. 
Collector’s  office,  June  2nd,  1840. 

MISSOURI. 

Decision.  It  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Missouri,  that  on  an  indictment  for  mur- 


der, the  jury  may  bring  in  a verdict  of  manslaugh- 
ter. We  should  like  to  know  whether  they  could 
not,  under  the  same  indictment,  bring  in  a verdict 
of  sheep  stealing,  and  we  suggest  that  that  ques- 
tion  be  argued  before  the  court  at  its  next  session. 

[Sun. 

ILLINOIS. 

Political  meeting.  An  immense  meeting  was 
held  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  on  the  3d  and  4ih  day 
of  June,  which  was  denominated  “ the  Young  Men’s 
and  Old  Soldiers’  Convention.”  It  is  estimated 
that  there  were  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  per- 
sons present,  of  whom  the  great  mass  were  yeoman 
and  laboring  men,  the  hardy  tillers  of  the  soil. 
The  description  of  the  animating  scene  occupies 
six  columns  of  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  the  editor  of 
which  was  present.  From  various  papers,  we  ga- 
ther items  relative  to  this  grand  assemblage,  which 
give  proof  of  the  enthusiastic  sentiments  and  devo- 
tion by  which  the  western  people  are  animated  in 
the  cause  of  Harrison.  Tippecanoe  flags  adorned 
the  farm  houses,  the  log  cabins,  the  fences,  and 
even  the  ploughs.  A large  and  distinct  portion  of 
the  procession,  in  the  present  instance,  was  com- 
posed entirely  of  late  supporters  of  the  administra- 
tion, who  have  now  declared  themselves  for  Harri- 
son and  Tyler.  The  encampment  was  formed  on  a 
beautiful  open  plat,  containing  ten  acres,  a large 
canvass  pavilion  a hundred  feet  in  diameter  occu- 
pying the  centre.  The  several  parties  brought 
with  them  tents,  which,  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
day,  were  pitched  for  their  accommodation  during 
the  night,  and  the  scene  looked  as  if  it  w-ere  occu- 
pied by  a large  army.  It  is  impossible  to  render 
justice  to  the  affair  in  a brief  paragraph,  except  in  a 
word,  by  referring  the  reader  to  the  ever-memorable 
4th  of  May,  in  Baltimore.  [Balt.  Amer. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  vice  president.  Some  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  Greensburg  (Penn.)  have  written  to 
colonel  Johnson,  desiring  certain  information  in  re- 
gard to  general  Harrison.  Among  other  things, 
they  ask  if  the  colonel  ever  made  use  of  the  expres- 
sion imputed  to  him  by  th'e  whig  newspapers,  and 
of  which  we  have  seen  no  denial,  that  “he  (general 
Harrison)  was  oftener  in  battle  than  any  other  ge- 
neral officer,  and  never  sustained  a defeat?” 

To  this  communication,  the  colonel  replies,  that 
in  his  present  “delicate  situation”  it  would  not  an- 
swer for  him  to  enter  into  any  correspondence  touch- 
ing the  merits  or  demeiits  of  the  candidates  for  the 
presidency.  He  refers  his  correspondents  to  the 
history  of  the  times  for  a reply  to  their  queries. 

[ Cour.  <§•  Enq. 

MEETING  OF  OLD  SOLDIERS. 

From  the  Lafayette  la.  Free  Press  of  June  4. 

At  a meeting  ot  the  soldiers  of  the  battle  of  Tip- 
pecanoe, on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1840,  viz:  col. 
Joseph  Bartholomew,  of  McClean  county,  Illinois; 
captain  William  Hargrove,  of  Gibson  county,  Indi- 
ana; captain  Andrew  Wilkins,  of  Knox  county,  In- 
diana; William  Polke,  of  Fulton  county,  Indiana; 
on  the  Tippecanoe  river;  John  I.  Neeley,  of  Gib- 
son county,  Indiana;  Isaac  Naylor,  of  Montgomery 
county,  Indiana;  Alexander  Montgomery,  John  D. 
Hay,  Charles  McClure,  Jesse  Hadden,  William 
Bruce,  Adam  Sisman,  Joseph  Shaw,  Samuel  Emer- 
son, Samuel  McClure,  Madison  Collins,  Andrew 
Pursel,  William  Mangrum,  Joseph  Barron,  William 
Naylor,  Henry  H.  Moore,  David  Johnson,  Thomas 
Archer,  John  Brazzelton,  John  S.  Chunn,  Isaac 
Montgomery  and  Joseph  McCormick.  Colonel 
Joseph  Bartholomew,  of  McClean  county,  Illinois, 
was  appointed  president,  and  capt.  Wm.  Hargrove, 
of  Gibson  county,  Indiana,  and  capt.  Andrew  Wil- 
kins, of  Knox  county,  Indiana,  were  appointed  vice 
presidents;  and  John  I.  Neeley,  of  Gibson  county, 
Indiana,  and  Isaac  Naylor,  of  Montgomery  county, 
Indiana,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

On  motion  of  William  Polke,  of  Fulton  county, 
Indiana,  a committee  of  five  persons  were  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  to  draft  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  opinion  of  the  soldiers  who  served  under 
general  William  H.  Harrison,  in  the  campaign  of 
1811,  which  terminated  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe, 
whereupon  the  following  committee  wasappointed, 
viz:  Wm.  Polke,  John  I.  Neeley,  Isaac  Naylor, 
Isaac  Montgomery  and  John  D.  Hay.  The  said  com- 
mittee being  requested  to  make  report  to-morrow 
morning  at  8 of  the  clock. 

Whereupon  the  meeting  adjourned  till  that  time. 

Saturday  morning.  May  30,  1840. 

The  meeting  assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
whereupon  the  committee  made  the  following  re- 
port, viz: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
general  Harrison’s  conduct  during  the'  whole  cam- 
paign, and  especially  during  the  battle  of  Tippeca- 
noe, proves  to  us  that  he  is  an  able,  brave  and  skil- 
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ful  commander;  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  foun- 
dation tor  the  often  repeated  slanders  against  gen. 
Harrison  in  relation  to  his  condut  in  the  battle,  or 
at  any  other  time  during  the  campaign;  that  the 
charge  that  colonel  Daviess  was  killed  on  general 
Harrison’s  horse,  is  utterly  false;  that  col.  Daviess 
was  killed  on  foot,  bravely  charging  on  the  Indians 
with  sword  and  pistols;  that  the  charge  against  ge- 
neral Harrison  that  colonel  Owen  was  killed  on  his 
(Harrison’s)  horse,  is  equally  false,  and  without 
foundation;  that  the  report  so  often  repeated  by 
gen.  Harrison’s  enemies,  that  the  Indians  selected 
his  camping  ground,  where  the  battle  w as  fought, 
is  equally  untrue;  that  the  camping  ground  was  se- 
lected by  gen.  Martin  G.  Clark,  of  Washington 
county,  Indiana,  and  one  of  the  general’s  aids,  Wal- 
ter Taylor,  afterwards  a senator  in  congress  from 
the  state  of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Win.  Police,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  flag  used  by  captain  Spear 
Spencer’s  company  during  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe, 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Brooks,  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  with  a request  that  he  would  preserve 
the  same  until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  and  then 
deliver  it  to  gen.  Harrison  at  Washington  city,  re-  ' 
questing  him  to  deposite  it  among  the  archives  of  I 
the  nation;  whereupon  Win.  Police,  delivered  the  J 
said  flag  to  Mr.  Brooks  on  the  battle  ground,  in  the  1 
presence  of  the  vast  multitude  of  the  people  who 
had  assembled  from  all  parts  of  the  state. 

On  receiving  the  flag,  Mr.  Brooks  made  a most 
eloquent,  and  appropriate  speech.  On  motion  the 
said  report  and  resolution  were  unanimously  adopt- 
ed by  the  said  meeting.  The  meeting  then  adjourn- 
ed sine  die. 

JOS.  BARTHOLOMEW,  president. 
William  Hargrove,  } v{ce  esidenls, 
Andrew  Wilkins,  } r 

1.  Naylor,  > secretaries 
John  I.  Neeley,  j secretanes- 


The  carpenter  will  laydown  his  plane;  the  ma- 
son his  trowel;  the  blacksmith  his  sledge  hammer; 
the  farmer  his  plough; — and  the  merchant  will  leap 
from  his  counter,  and  the  sailor  jump  from  his  fore- 
castle, to  see  with  their  own  eyes  and  to  touch  with 
their  own  hands  this  republican  eagle  that  the 
pioneers  of  the  west  planted  in  the  wilderness,  and 
led  on,  with  civilization,  to  glory  and  to  victory! 
Aye,  from  the  thronging  thoroughfares  of  my  own 
city;  from  house  and  workshop;  from  garret  and 
cellar:  from  the  forests  of  masts  that  line,  as  well 
as  the  forests  of  buildings  that  fill  it,  there  will  be  a 
rush  of  myriads,  as  when  a Roman  eagle  was  brought 
back  in  triumph  from  the  Danube  or  the  Nile,  and 
the  walls  of  the  imperial  city  were  broken  down 
to  make  way  for  it.  And  why  should  it  not  be  so? 
for  if  the  winning  of  provinces  for  Rome  won  ova- 
tions for  the  conquerors,  what  triumphs  should  your 
Harrison  not  have  who  saved  whole  empires  for  his 
country;  avenging  all  the  cruelties  of  the  savage 
upon  you,  by  the  success  of  his  arms,  not  only  upon 
your  soil,  but  alter  the  surrender  of  Hull,  by  the 
recovery  of  Michigan,  and  that  most  brilliant  of 
victories  on  the  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada.  New 
York  gave  him  in  person  a glorious  welcome  during 
the  late  war,  when  he  was  returning  through  the  city 
to  the  western  country;  and  the  appearance  of  this 
flag  from  the  soldiers  of  Tippecanoe  cannot  but 
awaken  all  its  ancient  patriotism. 

The  orders,  sir,  you  have  given  me,  (addressing 
judge  Polke)  for  the  disposal  of  this  flag  shall  be 
religiously  complied  with: — and  whatever  may  be 
the  destinies  of  your  commander,  as  adjudicated  by 
other  portions  of  the  country,  rest  assured  that  the 
men  of  Saratoga,  of  Stoney  Point  and  Brooklyn 
Heights  will  stand  ready  to  cany  this  flag  to  Wash- 
ington on  the  fourth  of  March  next,  amid  the 
whole  roar  of  their  forty-two  pound  heavy  artil- 
lery. 


PRESENTATION  OF  THE  SPENCER  FLAG. 

Judge  Polke  of  Tippecanoe  river,  and  an  old  sol- 
dier under  gen.  Harrison  at  Tippecanoe,  who  was 
commissioned  by  his  fellow  soldiers  to  present  to 
Mr.  James  Brooks  of  New  York  city,  the  flag  of 
Spencer’s  company,  remarked  in  substance  on  pre- 
senting it: — 

That  in  the  name  of  the  old  soldiers  of  Tippeca- 
noe, he  entrusted  this  dearly  beloved  flag  of  theirs 
to  Mr.  Brooks,  for  him  to  Dear  home  to  the  great 
commercial  metroplis  of  the  country,  a speaking 
witness  of  the  dangers  of  the  hard  fought  battle 
upon  this  ground.  “I  give  it  to  you  in  their  name,” 
continued  judge  Polke,  “as  a yet  surviving  demon- 
stration of  the  valor  and  heroism  of  that  great  day. 
Slashed  with  the  tomahawk,  rent  with  bullets,  as  it 
is,  and  tattered  and  torn  in  the  terrible  strife  of  sa- 
vage encounter,  you  will  be  able  with  this  to  con- 
fute the  calumnies  and  falsehoods  of  those  men,  who 
in  assailing  our  old  governor,  our  commander-in- 
chief, assails  us  all:  and  who  in  calling  him  a coward 
call  us  all  cowards  too:  for  wherever  we  were,  he 
was  and  that  flag  was  exposed  to  no  more  perils 
than  he  was  that  day.  Take  it  home,  then,  to  your 
Tippecanoe  clubs:  tell  them  the  old  soldiers  of  Tip- 
pecanoe sent  it  to  speak  for  them: — And  when  our 
old  commander  shall  restore  in  Washington  the 
principl.es  of  Washington  and  Madison,  take  it  there, 
and  present  it  to  him  to  be  disposed  in  the  archives 
of  the  government.” 

Mr.  Brooks  receiving  the  flag,  and  waving  it  be- 
fore the  vast  multitude,  whose  enthusiasm  was 
highly  excited  by  the  appearance  of  the  venera- 
ble banner,  said,  in  substance,  and  with  great  emo- 
tion. 

I am  a happy  man  to  have  such  a happy  errand. — 
My  fellow  citizens  of  New  York  will  profoundly 
feel  the  value  of  the  treasure  you  intrust  to  me,  to 
be  exhibited  to  them.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  eyes  will  greet  it  there,  qnd  bless  the  sol- 
diers here  who  have  given  them  this  consecrated 
argument  to  redress  their  wrongs.  So  tattered  and 
torn;  so  thickly  pierced  with  bullets;  so  venerable 
now  by  age,  and  so  holy  in  its  associations; — there 
it  is, — and  how  it  speaks  for  itself! — and  who  dare 
call  them  cowards,  that  stood  upon  this  small  en- 
closure, exposed  to  the  perils  of  this  flag — none  be- 
in^  more  exposed  than  your  beloved  commander-in- 
chief? — The  flag  is  history,  and  blessed  be  God  that 
it  is  left, — for  in  tire  cloud  of  falsehoods  now  con- 
jured by  power  to  blacken  the  hero  of  this  field, 
there  is  danger  that  written  history  be  lied  down, 
unless  it  bear  some  such  breathing,  speaking  autho- 
rity as  this. — This  flag,  then,  from  you,  venerable 
men,  presented  here  where  so  many  of  your  com- 
rades are  buried;  where  some  of  you  were  wound- 
ed;— where  all  have  now  assembled,  to  give,  as  it 
were,  your  dyjng  testimony,  will  go  from  the  west 
to  the  north  and  east,  as  the  most  inspiring  voice 
you  could  send  there. 


THE  TIPPECANOE  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Lafayette  ( Ida.)  Free  Press,  June  4. 

“I  see  them  on  their  winding  way; 

About  their  ranks  the  sunbeams  play, 

Their  lofry  deeds  and  daring  high 
Blended  with  their  notes  of  victory — 

And  waving  flags  and  banners  bright, 

Are  glancing  in  the  sunny  light, 

Again,  again,  with  pealing  drum, 

The  clashing  horn,  they  come,  they  come! 
Through  rocky  pass,  o’er  wooded  steep, 

In  long  and  glittering  files  they  sweep, 

With  thrilling  fife  and  pealing  drum. 

The  whigs!  the  whigs!  they  come!  they  come?” 
The  great  gathering  at  Tippecanoe  came  and  is 
past — but  the  echo  of  its  thunder  is  still  reverberat- 
ing along  the  shore  of  the  bountiful  Wabash — over 
the  beautiful  hills  and  valleys  and  the  verdant  prai- 
ries of  the  great  west.  The  fires  of  enthusiasm, 
fanned  to  a flame  at  the  altar  of  liberty  on  that 
Bunker  Hill  of  the  west,  will  spread  abroad  in  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  this  glorious  land  of  the 
brave  and  free,  kindling  as  onward  it  moves,  fresh 
fires  upon  other  new  and  living  altars,  at  the  shrine 
of  which  hosts  of  freemen  will  offer  up  the  best 
fruits  of  their  patriot  hearts.  Thousands  have  greet- 
ed thousands,— -the  north  has  mingled  voices  with 
the  south; — the  east  has  had  free  conference  with 
the  west— and  the  patriot  spirit  which  brought  them 
here  has  received  a new  accession  of  zeal  for  the 
contest.  But  who  shall  describe  the  tremenduous 
outpouring  of  the  people?  What  mortal  pen  can 
give  the  faintest  sketch  of  its  proceedings? — what 
pencil  delineate  its  glowing  enthusiasm?  To  be 
known  it  must  have  been  seen — to  be  appreciated 
it  must  have  been  heard. 

It  would  but  feebly  convey  an  idea  of  its  vastness, 
to  say  that  such  a multitudinous  gathering  never 
before  assembled  in  Indiana;  aye,  or  in  the  west. 
And  when  we  consider  what  brought  them  here, 
and  the  distance  many  of  them  overcame,  with  the 
almost  impassable  state  of  the  roads,  arid  the  inces- 
sant rains,  which  preceded  it,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  it  one  of  the  greatest  assemblies  ever 
convened  for  civic  purposes  on  this  side  of  the 
broad  Atlantic.  Before  noon  of  the  28th,  thousands 
upon  thousands  had  arrived  at  and  passed  through 
our  town,  greeted  by  shouts  of  welcome  at  every 
turn.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  there  were  two 
thousand  three  hundred  wagons  encamped  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  battle  ground;  and  by  noon  of  the 
29th, the  number  was  swelled  to  three  thousand  two 
hundred,  which  were  counted, — and  the  number  of 
persons  in  attendance  on  Friday,  could  not  have 
been  less  than  thirty  thousand. 

The  morning  of  Thursday  gave  promise  of  a fair 
day,  and  at  an  early  hour  all  the  thoroughfares  lead- 
ing to  Lafayette,  were  filled  with  processions  on  foot 
and  horseback;  in  wagons  and  carts;  in  canoes  and 
in  cabins,  all  flocking  to  the  battle  field  of  Tippe- 
canoe. Five  steamboats  had  arrived  at  our  wharves, 


crowded  with  passengers  from  the  towns  on  the 
Ohio  and  the  Wabash,  while  the  roar  of  artillery 
and  the  crash  of  the  muskets  mingled  the  shouts 
and  huzzas  of  the  multitude,  as  they  marched  with 
colors  unfurled  and  banners  waving  in  the  breeze. 
In  the  afternoon  however,  the  rain  again  poured 
down  in  torrents;  but  onward  came  the  processions 
in  unfaltering  array,  filled  wilh  enthusiasm,  and 
were  greeted  by  hundreds  as  they  passed  through 
our  town  and  proceeded  on  their  way  to  the  battle 
ground;  nor  did  the)'  cease  coming  until  long  after 
dark.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  rain, 
which  had  been  falling  at  intervals  for  the  last  five 
days,  abated  and  the  sun  shone  forth.  In  the  even- 
ing a number  of  these  persons  who  remained  in 
Lafayette,  assembled  at  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  listened  to  most  eloquent  speeches  from  Messrs. 
C.  B.  Smith  and  H.  S.  Lane,  two  of  the  Harrison 
candidates  for  electors  in  this  state,  and  Mr.  James 
Brooks,  editor  of  the  New  York  Express. 

Friday,  the  29th,  was  a bright  and  glorious  day. 
At  an  early  hour  a procession  of  delegates  was  form- 
ed upon  the  northern  road  leading  past  the  battle 
ground,  which  presented  a most  imposing  array  of 
the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the  land — and  several  fine 
military  companies  of  volunteers  from  different  parts 
of  the  state. 

The  following  was  the  order  ofarrangement  in  the 
procession  at  the  battle  ground,  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  May: 

FIELD  MARSHALS. 

James  Blair,  of  Vermillion  county. 

Alexander  Wilson,  of  Miami  county. 

Spear  Tipton,  of  Cass  county. 

Jas.  R.  M.  Bryant,  of  Montgomery  county. 

MUSIC- 

1.  Soldiers  of  the  revolution  and  soldiers  of  the 
Tippecanoe  battle  in  canoes  with  the  old  flag  of 
Spencer’s  company. 

2.  Soldiers  of  the  late  war. 

3.  Invited  guest  in  charge  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements. 

4.  First  congressional  district. 

5.  Second  do.  do. 

6.  Third  do.  do. 

7.  Visiters  from  other  states. 

8.  Fourth  congressional  district. 

9.  Fifth  do.  do. 

10.  Sixth  do.  do. 

11.  Seventh  do.  do. 

Each  division  except  the  third  and  seventh  had 
independent  of  the  county  marshals,  a marshal  of 
division.  The  whole  under  the  direction  of  the 
field  marshals. 


The  following  persons  were  appointed  marshals: 

First  division. 

William  Polke, 

Second 

do. 

Samuel  Coleman, 

Fourth 

do. 

John  \\  arrick. 

Fifth 

do. 

Daniel  Sigler, 

Sixth 

do. 

Milton  Stapp, 

Eight 

do. 

Geo.  H.  Dunn, 

Ninth 

do. 

Samuel  Hanna, 

Tenth 

do. 

Austin  W.  Morris, 
James  Gregory, 

Eleventh 

do. 

Joseph  Orr. 

We  despair  of  givi 

ng  any  adequate  idea  of  the 

appearance  or  spirit  which  characterised  it.  Its 
effect  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than  imposing; 
evincing  as  it  did  the  determination  of  a whole  peo- 
ple to  arise  in  their  strength  and  Shake  off  from  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  those  who  have  fastened 
themselves  upon  their  bounty,  but  to  eat  out  their 
substance.  We  shall  not  even  attempt  a description 
of  the  vast  array;  but  will  content  ourselves  with 
giving  in  another  place,  as  full  an  account  of  the  ban- 
ners, flags,  inscriptions,  devices  and  emblems  car- 
ried by  the  different  delegations  as  could  be  pro- 
duced.— The  whole  proceedings  throughout,  at 
proper  intervals,  were  enlivened  by  excellent  music, 
by  bands  from  Evansville,  Vincennes,  Terre  Haute, 
Craw  fordsviile,  Richmond  and  other  places.  Every 
county  in  the  state  was,  we  believe,  represented, 
although  the  people  of  many  counties  did  not  send 
delegates,  but  generously  resolved  to  come  them- 
selves. 

The  convention  was  organized  by  choosing  ge- 
neral Jonathan  McCarty,  president,  and  honorable 
Isaac  Montgomery,  Zachariah  Lindsey,  general  R. 
M.  Evans,  Samuel  Emison,  A.  C.  Stephenson, 
James  Wasson,  John  Vawter,  Henry  P.  Thornton, 
John  Mellan,  Allen  Wilber,  Conrad  Overturl,  Jos. 
Gowdy,  L.  G.  Thompson,  R.  M.  Cooper,  William 
Caldwell,  William  Herod,  James  W.  Dunn,  Samuel 
Henderson,  Thomas  D.  Baird,  John  Beard  and  John 
H.  Bradley,  vice  presidents,  and  appointing  John 
H.  Taylor,  of  Jefferson,  Samuel  Howe  Smydth,  of 
Gibson  and  Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Fayette  counties, 
secretaries. 

Upon  taking  the  chair,  general  McCarty  made  a 
brief,  but  most  pertinent  address  to  the  assembly. 
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The  usual  number  of  committees  were  appointed, 
and  most  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  speeches  were 
made  by  several  gentlemen  present.  Among  the 
speakers  who  enchanted  the  auditory  with  their 
glowing  eloquence,  was  Mr.  James  Brooks,  editor 
of  the  N.  YgjCxpress,  who  was  most  peculiarly  hap- 
py in  his  allusions  to  the  survivors  of  the  memorable 
battle  fought  upon  that  field,  and  to  the  tattered  and 
war  worn  banner  which  they  had  that  morning  un- 
furled once  more  to  the  breeze,  where  stout  arms  and 
brave  hearts  withstood  the  fierce  assaults  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  bloody  minded  Oilawachica,  the  subtle 
prophet  of  the  west.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Brooks, 
and  the  sight  of  their  old  tattered  and  time-worn 
banner,  stirred  up  afresh  within  them  the  yet  vivid 
recollection  of  that  sanguinary  conflict;  and  they 
remembered  once  more,  as  if  it  were  yesterday,  the 
proud  feeling  of  exultation — which  none  but  the 
warrior  can  leel  as  they  felt — with  which  they  hailed 
the  light  of  that  eventful  morning,  and  shouted — 
while  hill  aiid  valley  echoed  and  re-echoed,  the  shout 
of  victory  over  the  savage  foe.  And  while  they 
yet  exulted  in  that  glorious  triumph,  they  felt  again 
— as  none  but  themselves  could  feel — and  their  sor- 
row for  their  companions  in  arms,  who 
“Foremost  fighting  nobly  fell’’ 
on  that  consecrated  spot,  and  whose  graves  were 
now  before  them — gushed  forth  as  once  of  yore, 
when  they,  w7ith  heavy  hearts  consigned  them  to 
the  soldier’s  rude  couch  of  death. 

During  a recess  for  dinner,  the  old  soldiers,  sur- 
vivors ol  the  battle  ol  Tippecanoe,  met  at  one  of  the 
cabins,  and  after  an  interchange  of  kindly  regard 
and  mingling  once  more  in  social  converse,  passed 
several  resolutions  expressive  of  their  feelings  on 
this  occasion,  and  of  their  undiminished  confidence 
in  their  old  commander. 

While  the  soldiers  who  fought  at  Tippecanoe 
were  assembled  at  one  of  the  cabins,  the  soldiers  of 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  who  were  present, 
assembled  to  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty  in  an 
adjoining  cabin,  and  passed  resolutions  unanimously 
approving  of  the  battle  ground  of  Tippecanoe,  and 
giving  it  the  preference  over  any  place  they  had 
seen  in  the  country,  as  an  encampment  to  resist  a 
night  attack  from  Indians.  Several  of  them  had 
held  commissions  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  served,  some  in  the  northern,  some 
in  the  southern,  and  others  in  the  western  divisions 
of  our  army.  Their  testimony,  known  and  appre- 
ciated as  they  are  in  the  different  sections  of  our 
state,  ought  forever  to  silence  the  tongue  of  slander, 
in  her  busy  misrepresentations  of  that  battle  field. 
The  proceedings  were  signed  by  each  one  of  them, 
in  his  own  name,  with  the  addition  of  the  division 
ol  the  army  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  convention  met  again  in  the  afternoon,  when 
judge  William  Polke,  a soldier  under  Wayne,  and 
also  a soldier  at  Tippecanoe,  introduced  to  the  pre- 
sident, and  through  him  to  the  convention,  the  sur- 
viving soldiers  of  the  battle,  then  present:  several 
of  whom,  as  they  appeared  upon  the  stand,  made 
short  addresses,  and  testified  anew  to  the  bravery 
and  ability  of  their  old  commander.  The  scene 
was  affecting  in  the  extreme,  and  caused  gushing 
tears  to  flow  over  many  a time  furrowed  cheek. 
There  was  a large  concourse  of  ladies  present  upon 
the  occasion,  who,  while  their  presence  gave  ani- 
mation to  the  scene,  served  in  a great  measure  to 
repress  the  more  enthusiastic  outbreakings  of  ex- 
citement. 

An  able  and  eloquent  address  and  suitable  reso- 
lutions were  reported  by  the  committees  appointed 
for  that  purpose:  they  were  passed  by  acclamation. 
Letters  were  likewise  read  from  a number  of  dis- 
tinguished individuals,  of  other  states,  who  had  been 
invited  to  attend  as  guests  at  the  convention.  After 
which,  several  eloquent  speeches  were  delivered  by 
distinguished  gentlemen  in  attendace.  Among  the 
speakers  was  judge  Bigger,  the  whig  candidate  for 
governor,  and  Samuel  Hall,  esq.  the  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor,  each  of  whom  as  he  appeared 
upon  the  stand,  was  greeted  loud  and  long,  and  as 
he  proceeded  was  still  greeted  by  a highly  gratified 
auditory. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a handsome  display  of 
fireworks,  besides  several  very  able  and  eloquent 
speeches.  Whilst  a portion  of  the  convention  was 
witnessing  the  exhibition  of  fire  works  near  the 
lower  point  of  the  battle  ground,  and  a vast  con- 
course gathered  at  the  cabins,  listening  to  speeches, 
a splendid  aurora  appeared  at  the  northwest,  and 
after  varying  its  form  for  some  time,  shot  across  the 
heavens,  forming  a galaxy,  like  one  continued 
stream  of  light,  from  hoi  izon  to  iiorizon.  The  edges 
were  perfectly  straight, 'and  the  width  apparently 
but  very  few  feet,  in  this  form  it  rested  over  the 
cabin  for  several  minutes,  exciting  the  wonder  and 
admiration  of  the  audience;  the  oldest  of  whom  had 
never  witnessed  a similar  phenomenon.  After  the 
first  feelings  of  awe  and  admiration  had  subsided, 


REGISTER— JUNE  27,  1840— POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY.  265 


the  crowd  hailed  it  as  a sign  hung  out  in  the  clouds 
to  cheer  them  on  in  the  glorious  work  of  reform,  and 
like  the  bow  of  hope  to  Noah,  it  was  greeted  as  a 
token  that  their  efioits  should  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and  the  flood  of  coiruption,  which  had  desolat- 
ed the  land,  Should  cease. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  convention  as- 
sembled again  and  listened  to  most  eloquent  speeches 
from  gentlemen  who  had  not  before  been  heard. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  president  and  other  officers 
of  the  convention  were  passed,  and  general  McCarty 
made  a few  very  happy  and  appropriate  remarks, 
which  drew  forth  fresh  bursts  of  applause. 

In  addition  to  those  persons  already  mentioned, 
the  convention  was  eloquently  and  feelingly  address- 
ed by  Messrs.  Lane,  ot  Montgomery,  Smith,  of  Fa- 
yette, Carpenter,  of  Tippecanoe,  Test,  of  Wayne, 
Wright,  of  Cass,  Bennett,  of  Floyd,  Denning,  of 
Tippecanoe,  Montgomery,  of  Warren,  Arion,  of 
Jefferson,  Bryant,  of  Montgomery,  Ewing,  of  Knox, 
Evans,  of  Vanderburgh  and  Naylor,  of  Montgome- 
ry, Huntington,  ofNigo,  Smith,  of  Daviess  counties, 
in  this  state;  and  Messrs.  Todd  and  Hinds,  of  Illi- 
nois, Dudley,  of  New  York,  Butler,  of  Michigan, 
and  many  others.  So  great  an  array  of  talent — 
such  an  outpouring  of  eloquence,  and  such  enthu- 
siastic cheers  it  has  never  before  been  our  lot  to  w it- 
ness. 

There  could  not  have  been  less  than  a thousand 
to  twelve  hundred  persons  in  attendence  from  other 
states: — we  saw  badges  from  Tennessee — from  Ken- 
tucky— Irom  Massachusetts — from  Michigan — from 
Ohio — from  Missouri — from  Illinois,  and  from  the 
territory  of  Iowa. 

The  order  of  the  convention  was  admirable  for 
so  large  a concourse,  and  its  harmony  was  never 
equalled  in  any  large  promisors  assembly.  There 
was  no  rioting;  no  disorder;  and  not  a single  acci- 
dent occurred  to  sadden  the  feeling?  or  dampen  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  occasion.  The  convention  ad- 
journed in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  and  the  dele- 
gates and  visiters  departed  for  their  homes  well  sa- 
tisfied with  the  proceedings,  and  happy  in  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  with  their  own  eyes 
that  memorable  spot,  not  surpassed  in  interest  and 
loveliness  in  the  whole  regions  of  the  beautiful 
west; — of  hearing  with  their  own  ears  the  testi- 
mony of  the  brave  spirits  who  fought  and  conquered 
there. 

Thousands  upon  thousands  whose  minds  had  been 
prejudiced  by  the  false  representations  of  that  ho- 
nored spot,  and  the  slanders  so  widely  circulated 
against  the  hero  who  commanded  the  gallant  spi- 
rits, who  upon  its  bosom  withstood  the  deadly  shock 
of  the  Indian’s  fiercest  assault,  have  seen  and  can 
judge  for  themselves.  The}'  go  home  satisfied  and 
disabused  of  their  prejudices,  and  will  relate  to  their 
neighbors,  their  friends  and  their  families  what  they 
have  seen  and  heard,  and  will  reiterate  their  own 
observations  upon  its  beauty  and  its  fitness  for  an 
encampment,  to  resist  an  attack  from  Indians. 
They  will  glory  in  having  lain  upon  the  same  field, 
where  lay  Hairison  and  his  brave  associates  on  the 
night  previous  to  that  bloody  conflict:  and  many 
who  were  themselves  well  satisfied  before,  will  be 
prepared  to  give  the  testimony  of  eye-witnesses  to 
its  fitness  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  selected 
on  that  occasion. 

Gen.  Harrison’s  speech  at  Columbus. — On 
his  way  to  attend  the  celebration  at  the  site  of  old 
Fort  Meigs,  geri.  Harrison  passed  through  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  He  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
and  left  on  the  morning  of  the  next.  During  this 
stay,  finding  it  impossible  to  hold  conversation  with 
each  one  of  the  great  multitude  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens that  wished  to  pay  their  respects  to  him,  gen. 
Harrison  addressed  the  assemblage,  collectively, 
just  before  his  departure.  The  Ohio  Confederate, 
which  gives  the  report  of  his  speech  published  be- 
low, thus  narrates  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  delivered: 

General  Harrison  left  Cincinnati  on  Thursday — 
he  arrived  here,  a distance  of  120  miles,  at  5 o’clock, 
P.  M.  on  Friday.  He  was  on  his  feet,  receiving  the 
calls  and  congratulations  of  our  citizens,  for  hours 
after  his  arrival.  In  the  evening  he  repaired,  by  in- 
vitation, to  the  log  cabin,  where  additional  hundreds 
had  congregated  to  meet  this  beloved  and  venerat- 
ed patriot. 

Here,  with  the  frankness  and  unreservedness 
which  have  marked  his  character,  through  life,  did 
he  mingle  for  two  hours  with  the  “log  cabin  boys” 
of  the  capitol.  Long  before  the  sun,  and  before  our 
youth  were  astir,  the  general  was,  on  the  morrifhg 
of' the  morrow,  up  and  out.  Having  breakfasted 
with  a friend  at  a remote  part  of  the  oily,  he  was 
soon  again  surrounded  by  the  multitude  of  our  peo- 
ple who  lefused  to  be  satisfied  without  seeing  and 
communing  with  him.  The  period  of  his  departure 
was  at  band — the  crowd  increased — it  was  impossi- 1 


ble  that  in  the  brief  interval  every  one  could  be 
presented  individually  to  the  general,  and  all  were 
anxious  to  see  and  hear  him.  At  the  instance  of  a 
friend,  who  noticed  the  popular  solicitude,  the  ge- 
neral, from  the  platform  of  the  door  of  the  National 
hotel,  addressed  the  people  for  half  an  hour  or  more. 
We  wish  that  every  man  in  America  had  Imard  that 
speech.  How  would  the  defamers  of  ttiis  great  and 
good  man  have  dwindled  in  their  estimation  into 
merited  insignificance.  How  would  the  slanderers 
who  impute  to  him  motives  w*1  ch  never  actuated 
him,  and  opinions  which  he  never  held,  anil  designs 
which  he  never  entertained,  and  principles  \khich 
he  never  cherished,  and  w ho  infamously  ascribe  to 
him  imbecility  and  decripitude  and  cowardice — how 
would  these  slanderers  have  been  indignantly  re- 
buked by  the  righteous  judgment  of  an  honest  and 
insulted  people.  But  as  they  did  not  and  could  not 
hear  it,  w e w ill  endeavor  to  possess  them  of  its  sub- 
stance. We  took  no  notes.  Neither  gen.  Harrison 
nor  any  other  person  thought  of  his  making  a public 
address  two  minutes  before  he  commenced  it.  It 
arose  out  of  the  circumstances  which  surrounded 
him  at  the  moment — and  signally  illustrated  a qua- 
lity of  his  character  to  which  we  have  before  allud- 
ed— the  ability  always  to  say  and  to  do  exactly  what 
is  proper  to  be  said  and  done.  The  reader  w ill  bear 
in  mind,  therefore,  that  we  profess  only  to  give  him 
the  subject  matter,  not  the  style  and  expression  of 
GENERAL  HARRISON’S  REMARKS. 

General  Harrison  said  he  was  greatly  indebted  to 
his  fellow  citizens  of  Columbus  and  Franklin  coun- 
ty— the  most  cordial  hospitality  had  at  all  times 
been  accorded  to  him  by  them.  So  long  ago  as  the 
time  when  he  was  honored  with  the  command  of 
the  “north  western  army,”  and  held  his  head  quar- 
tets at  Franklinton,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  it 
was  his  fortune  to  find  in  the  people  of  Franklin 
county,  not  only  good  citizens,  but  patriots  and  sol- 
diers. Their  unvarying  kindness  to  him  had  laid 
him  under  many  previous  obligations,  and  their  ge- 
nerous attentions  on  the  present  occasion  he  cheer- 
fully acknowledged. 

He  said  he  had  no  intention  to  detain  his  friends 
by  making  a speech,  and  he  did  so  in  obpdience  to 
what  he  understood  to  be  the  desire  of  those  he  ad- 
dressed. He  was  not  surprised  that  public  curiosi- 
ty was  awakened  in  reference  to  somethings  which 
had  been  lately  published  concerning  him,  nor  was 
he  unwilling  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens by  such  proper  explanations  as  became  him,  in 
his  present  position  before  the  country.  He  confessed 
that  he  had  suffered  deep  mortification,  since  he  had 
been  placed  before  the  people  as  a candidate  for  the 
highest  office  in  their  gift — nay,  the  most  exalted  sta- 
tion in  the  world:  that  any  portion  of  his  countrymen 
should  think  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  abuse, 
slander  or  villi fy  him.  His  sorrow  arose  not  so  much 
from  personal — dear  as  was  to  him  the  humble  re- 
putation he  had  earned — as  from  public  considera- 
tions. He  might  draw  consolation,  under  this  spe- 
cies of  injury,  from  the  revelations  of  history,  which 
showed  that  the  best  of  men,  who  had  devoted  their 
lives  to  the  public  service,  had  been  the  victims  of 
traduction.  But  virtue  arid  truth  are  the  founda- 
tions of  our  republican  system.  When  these  are 
disregarded,  our  free  institutions  must  fail;  he  look- 
ed, therefore,  at  symptoms  of  demoralization  with 
sinebre  regret,  as  betokening  danger  to  public  li- 
berty. 

A part  of  the  political  press,  supporting  the  ex- 
isting administration,  and  certain  partizans  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  also  a candidate  for  that  high  office,  to 
which  some  of  those  whom  he  addressed  desired  to 
elevate  him,  had  invented  and  propagated  many  ca- 
lumnies against  him,  but  he  proposed  on  the  present 
occasion  to  speak  of  one  only  of  the  numerous  per- 
versions and  slanders  w'hich  filled  the  colums  of  the 
newspapers,  and  misrepresented  his  character  and 
conduct.  He  alluded  to  the  story  of  his  famous 
“confidential  committee,”  as  they  call  it. — 
“The  story  goes,”  said  general  Harrison,  “that  I 
have  not  only  a committee  of  conscience- keepers, 
but  that  they  put  me  in  a cage,  fastened  with  iron 
bars,  and  keep  me  in  that.”  [To  one  who  looked 
at  his  bright  and  sparkling  eye — the  light  which 
beamed  in  its  rich  expression — the  smile  which 
played  upon  his  countenance,  blending  the  linea- 
ments of  benevolence  and  firmness — who  remem- 
bered also  that  he  was  listening  to  the  voice  of  a son 
ot  old  gov.  Harrison,  one  of  “the  signers,”  the  pu- 
pil of  old  “mad  Anthony,”  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe, 
the  defender  of  Fort  Meigs,  the  conquerer  of  Proc- 
tor— the  idea  of  Wm.  Henry  Harrison  in  a cage! 
was  irresistibly  ludicrous!] 

When  the  laughter  had  subsided,  the  general  pro- 
ceeded. I have  no  committee,  fellow  citizens,  con- 
fidential or  other.  It  is  true  that  I employed  my 
friend,  major  Gwynn,to  aid  me  in  returning  replies 
l to  some  of  the  numerous  questions  propounded  to 
1 me  by  letters.  But  to  such  only  as  any  man  could 
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answer  as  well  as  another.  There  is  scarcely  a 
question  of  a political  nature  now  agitating  the  pub- 
lic raiint,  on  which  I have  not  long  since  promulgated 
my  opinions,  by  speeches,  published  letters  or  of- 
ficial acts.  A large  majority  of  letters  addressed  to 
me  purported  to  seek  my  views  of  abolition,  Unit- 
ed States  bank,  and  other  matters  concerning  which 
iny  views  were  already  in  possession  of  the  public. 
The  most  suitable  answer  to  these — and  to  well- 
intentioned  persons  the  most  satisfactory — was  a 
reterence  to  the  documents  in  which  rny  opinions 
already  expressed  were  to  be  found.  Such  answers 
I entrusted  to  ray  well-tried  and  faithful  friend,  ma- 
jor Gwynn. 

Letters  requiring  more  particular  attention,  I an- 
swered myself.  Every  body  who  knows  major 
Gwynn  knows  that  he  is  not  one  whom  I would 
employ  to  write  a political  letter.  He  is  a self- 
made  man,  a soldier  and  a gentleman — but  neither 
a politican  nor  a scholar.  I asked  the  service  of 
him,  because  he  was  my  friend,  and  I confided  in 
him,  and  it  was  plain  and  simple.  My  habit  is  to 
receive,  open  and  read  my  letters  myself.  Such  as 
require  special  attention,  I reply  to  myself.  Such 
as  may  be  easily  answered  bv  another,  I hand  to  my 
friend,  with  an  endorsation  indicating  where  the  in- 
formation sought  rnay  be  found — as  thus — “Refer 
the  writer  to  speech  at  Vincennes” — or  “the  answer 
is  seen  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Denny,”  &c.  But  it 
seems  that  major  Gwynn  was  chairman  of  a com- 
mittee of  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati  or  of  Hamilton 
county.  When  the  famous  Oswego  letter  was  re- 
ceived, it  was  read,  and  as  usual  with  such  letters, 

I endorsed  it  and  handed  it  to  major  Gwynn.  Bill, 
it  seems,  when  the  answer  was  prepared  it  was  sign- 
ed also  by  his  colleagues  of  the  county  or  city  com- 
mittee. Of  all  this  I knew  nothing— nor  in  their 
capacity  of  committee  had  they  any  thing  to  do  with 
my  letters.  Yet  by  a little  mistake  and  much  per- 
version, these  gentlemen  have  been  erected  into 
a committee  of  my  conscience-keepers,  and  made 
to  shut  me  up  in  a cage  to  prevent  me  for  answer- 
ing interrogatories. 

General  Harrison  remarked  that,  had  he,  indeed, 
called  to  his  assistance  the  services  of  a friend  in 
conducting  his  correspondence,  he  would  have  high 
authority  to  justify  him  in  the  measure.  It  had  been 
said  of  general  Washington  that  many  of  the  papers 
which  bear  hts  signature  were  written  by  others, 
and  he  believed  it  had  never  been  contradicted;  and 
judge  Breckenridge,  aid  to  general  Jackson  in  the 
late  war,  had  represented  himself  to  be  the  author 
of  much  of  general  Jackson’s  correspondence.  But 
he  had  not  done  so,  to  any  extent  or  in  any  other 
sense  than  as  he  had  now  explained  it — in  request- 
ing major  Gwynn  to  refer  those  addressing  inquiries 
to  him,  to  the  public  sources  of  information.  And 
he  would  here  say,  that  in  all  hi3  public  life,  civil 
and  military,  there  was  no  letter,  report,  speech  or 
order,  bearing  his  name, which  was  not  written  by  his 
own  hand.  He  said,  to  open,  read  and  answer  all 
the  letters  received  by  him  was  physically  impossi- 
ble, though  he  should  do  nothing  else  whatever. — 
To  give  his  hearers  an  idea  of  the  labor  it  would  re- 
quire, he  said,  a gentleman  then  present  was  with 
him  the  morning  he  left  Cincinnati  when  he  took 
from  the  post  office  16  letters — there  were  usually 
half  the  number  at  the  post  office  near  his  residence: 
24  letters  per  day.  Could  any  man,  he  asked, ‘give 
the  requisite  attention  to  such  a daily  correspon- 
dence, even  to  the  neglect  of  every  other  engage- 
ment? True  it  was,  that  many  communications 
were  sent  him  which  were  not  entitled  to  his  no- 
tice— sent  by  persons  who  had  no  other  object  but 
to  draw  from  him  something  which  might  be  used 
to  his  injury  and  the  injury  ol  the  cause  with  which 
he  was  identified — yet,  there  were  enough  of  those 
which  claimed  his  respectful  consideration  from  the 
sources  from  which  they  came  and  the  subjects  to 
which  they  referred,  to  occupy  more  time  and  labor 
than  any  one  man  could  bestow  upon  them. 

Gen.  Harrison  said  he  had  alluded  particularly 
to  this  matter  of  the  committee  because  it  had  so 
recently  been  the  occasion  of  so  much  animadver- 
sion by  his  political  adversaries.  But  it  was  one 
only  of  many  misrepresentations  of  him,  his  con- 
duct, his  principles  and  his  opinions  with  which  the 
party  press  was  teeming.  He  said  it  would  occupy 
him  many  hours  to  discuss  them,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary or  pioper  for  him  lo  do  so.  He  referred,  how- 
ever, to  the  Richmond  Enquirer — and  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  manner  in  which  his  name  and  cha- 
racter had  been  treated  by  that  paper.  He  did  so,  as 
it  afforded  an  example  of  the  prostitution  of  the 
press  to  party  purposes.  That  paper,  which  for- 
merly did  him  more  than  justice,  and  paid  him  the 
highest  compliments  as  a soldier  and  civilian — 
whose  editor  at  one  time  could  designate  no  other 
man  whom  he  considered  so  well  qualified  for  the 
responsible  place  of  secretary  of  war — was  now 
lending  itself  to  the  circulation  of  the  most  discre- 


ditable calumnies  against  him,  and  endeavoring  to 
persuade  his  countrymen  that  he  was  a coward  and 
a federalist.  He  alluded  to  the  evidence  upon  which 
the  Enquirer  sought  to  fasten  the  accusation  that 
he  was  a black  cockade  fcderalist^-i.  e. — the  remarks 
of  Randolph  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  He 
said  that  the  attack  of  Mr.  Randolph  was  met  at  the 
moment  it  was  made  and  effectually  disproved. 

He  passed  a high  encomium  upon  the  genius  of 
that  remarkable  man,  and  said,  thatthose  who  knew 
Mr.  Randolph,  knew  that  he  never  gave  up  a point 
in  debate,  or  receded  from  his  ground  any  where 
until  convicted  of  error.  The  fact  that  he  made  no 
reply  to  his  answers  to  the  charge,  is  proof  to  any 
familiar  with  his  character,  that  he  himself  was  sa 
tisfied  that  he  had  erred.  Gen.  Harrison  explained 
the  foundation  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  charge,  made  at 
a moment  of  temporary  irritation.  He  said  that  old 
Mr.  Adams  refused  to  adopt  against  France  the 
measures  which  his  party  desired,  and  showed  him- 
self in  that  respect,  at  least  more  an  American  than 
a partizan.  It  was  that  course  of  policy  of  Mr. 
Adams  which  commanded  his  approbation  and  in- 
duced him  so  to  express  himself  at  the  time.  Mr. 
Randolph  remembered  the  expression,  but  probably 
forgot  the  particular  subject  of  it,  and  thus  the  ve- 
ry fact  which  proved  him  to  belong  to  the  republi- 
can party  of  1800,  long  years  aftewards,  is  separated 
from  its  attendant  circumstances  and  used  to  prove 
him  a federalist.  Gen.  Harrison  expressed  himself 
with  much  earnestness  on  the  injustice  which  was 
thus  attempted  to  be  inflicted  on  his  character  in  his 
native  state,  in  which,  when  truth  and  virtue  and 
honor  had  suffered  violence  every  where  else,  he  had 
hoped  they  would  survive. 

General  Harrison  alluded  to  several  other  instan- 
ces of  gross  misrepresentations  or  absolute  false- 
hoods industriously  and  shamefully  propagated  by  a 
party  press.  “It  seems  almost  incredible,  fellow 
citizens,”  said  he,  “but  it  is  true  that  from  a long 
speech,  filling  several  columns  of  a paper,  two  short 
sentences  have  been  taken  from  different  parts  of  it, 
these  two  sentences,  separated  from  their  context, 
are  put  together,  my  name  attached  to  them,  and 
published  throughout  the  land  as  an  authenticated 
document.”  He  deplored  that  state  of  public  sen- 
timent which  could  tolerate  such. a system  of  party 
action,  and  trusted  for  the  honor  of  his  country  and 
the  hopes  of  liberty,  that  the  reformation  of  such 
abuses  would  soon  be  wrought  out  by  the  force  of  a 
pure  and  healthy  public  opinion. 

“Why,  fellow  citizens,”  said  gen.  Harrison,  “I 
have  recently  in  that  house,  (pointing  to  the  state 
house)  been  charged  with  high  offences  against  my 
country,  which,  if  true,  ought  to  cost  me  my  life.” 
“Yes,”  continued  he,  “accusations  were  there  laid 
to  my  charge  which  being  established,  would  sub- 
ject me  even  now  to  the  severest  penalties  which 
military  law  inflicts — for,  I have  always  heard  that 
an  officer  may  not  escape  the  responsibilities  of  mis- 
conduct by  resigning  his  commission.  These  charges 
were  not  made  by  my  companions  in  arms,  by  the 
eye  witnesses  of  my  actions,  by  the  great  and  good 
and  brave  men  who  fought  by  my  side  or  under  my 
command.  They  tell  a different  story.  But  their 
evidence,  clear,  unequivocal  and  distinct — the  tes- 
timony of  gov.  Shelby,  tfie  venerable  hero  of  King’s 
mountain,  of  the  galiant  Perry,  and  of  many  brave 
and  numerous  spirits  who  saw  and  knew  and  parti- 
cipated in  all  operations  connected  with  the  battle 
of  the  Thames — the  evidence  of  impartial  and  ho- 
norable men,  the  concurrent  records  of  history  and 
the  authority  of  public  opinion,  are  all  cast  aside,  in 
deference  to  the  reckless  assertions  of  those  who 
were  either  not  in  being  or  dandled  in  the  arms  of 
their  nurses!”  General  Harrison  said,  he  acknow- 
ledged that  these  calumnies  were  disagreeable  to 
him.  His  good  name,  such  as  it  was,  was  his  most 
precious  treasure — and  he  did  not  like  to  have  it 
mangled  by  such  calumniators.  Were  it  his  land 
which  they  were  seeking  to  destroy — were  it  the 
title  deeds  to  his  farm  that  they  are  endeavoring  to 
mutilate,  he  could  bear  their  eflorts  with  patience 
and  smile  even  at  their  success.  But  he  confessed, 
notwithstanding  his  perfect  confidence  in  the  justice 
of  his  country  and  the  decision  of  an  impartial  pos- 
terity, that  these  ruthless  attacks  upon  fiis  military 
character  affected  him  unpleasantly.  This  policy 
of  his  adversaries  constrained  him  to  consider  him- 
self as  now  on  trial  before  his  country.  He  was  not 
reluctant  to  be  tried  fairly.  The  American  people 
being  his  court  and  jury — his  adversaries  held  to 
those  rules  of  evidence  established  by  common  sense 
and  common  right — he  feared  not  the  result  of  the 
strictest  scrutiny,  and  would  cheerfully  submit  to 
the  decison  of  a virtuous  and  enlightened  communi- 
ty. He  asked  but  for  fair  dealing  and  final  justice — 
no  more. 

General  Harrison  alluded  to  several  other  instan- 
ces of  gratuitous  and  unfounded  calumny,  having 
no  shadow  of  apology  in  any  fact  for  their  inven- 


tion and  publication.  He  spoke  of  the  battle  of 
Tippecanoe — of  the  death  of  the  brave  and  lament- 
ed Daviess,  whose  fall  had  been  ascribed  to  him. — 
He  said  the  whole  story  about  the  white  horse  was 
entirely  false,  and  that  the  fate  of  the  gallant  Ken- 
tuckian had  no  connection  whatever  ith  his  own 
white  mare,  which,  by  accident,  was  not  rode  on 
that  occasion  by  any  one.  In  remarking  upon  the 
slanders  connected  with  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  he 
said  their  refutation,  one  and  all,  was  found  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  extraordinary  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  the  gallant  governor  and  people  of  that  state, 
when  thpy  subsequently  honored  him  with  the  com- 
mand of  their  army,  composed  of  the  choice  spirits 
of  the  land,  the  best  blood  of  Kentucky.  General 
Harrison  spoke  with  deep  emotion  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him  by  Kentucky  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  and  said,  that  the  commission  which  made  him 
the  commander  of  that  brave  and  patriotic  army  of 
Kentuckians,  he  had  always  held  as  the  most  honor- 
able commission  which  it  had  been  the  fortune  of 
his  life  to  have  conferred  upon  him. 

He  referred  to  a very  recent  story — got  up  in  his 
own  neighborhood,  and  sent  forth  to  the  world,  co- 
roborated  by  the  sanctity  of  an  affidavit — which  re- 
presented him  as  confessing  to  a young  man  on  a 
steamboat  that  he  was  an  abolitionist,  and  that,  al- 
though he  voted  against  restrictions  on  Missouri,  he 
did  so  in  opposition  to  the  suggestions  of  his  con- 
science, &c.  He  said  the  narrative  bore  on  its  face 
the  proofs  of  its  absolute  falsity— and  when  he  pro- 
nounced it  a fabrication,  without  the  semblance  of 
a fact  or  a word  for  its  basis,  it  wa3  not  because  he 
thought  it  required  a contradiction,  but  to  evince 
the  recklessness  and  desperation  of  his  political  ene- 
mies, who  seemed  to  have  given  up  every  ground  of 
hope,  save  that  which  they  found  in  villifying  his 
name.  “It  is  a melancholy  fact,  fellow  citizens,” 
said  gen.  Harrison,  “that  the  advocates  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  should  so  far  forget  what  belongs  to  the  cha- 
racter of  an  American  citizen,  and  do  so  much  vio- 
lence to  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions  as  to 
place  the  great  political  contest  in  which  we  are 
now  striving  upon  an  issue  such  as  this.” 

I would  not  accept  the  lofty  station  to  which  some 
of  you  are  proposing  to  elevate  me,  if  it  came  to  me 
by  such  means.  I would  not,  if  I had  the  power  to 
prevent  it,  allow  the  fair  fame  of  my  competitor  to 
be  unjustly  assailed  and  wounded,  even  lor  the  at- 
tainment of  that  lofty  aim  of  a noble  ambition. — 
Nay,  I have  often  defended  Mr.  Van  Buren  against 
what  I believed  to  be  the  misrepresentalions  of  my 
own  mistaken  friends  and  others.  Fellow  citizens, 
if  Mr.  Van  Buren  be  the  better  statesman,  let  us  say 
so — I shall  be  the  last  man  to  raise  an  objection 
against  it,  or  to  desire  to  impose  restraints  upon  the 
utmost  independence  of  thought  and  action,  and  the 
freest  expression  of  feeling  and  opinion.  I love  a 
frank  and  generous  adversary — such  a man  I delight 
to  embrace — and  will  serve  him,  according  to  my 
ability,  as  cheerfully  as  my  professed  friend.  But 
that  political  warfare  which  seeks  success  by  foul 
detraction,  and  strives  for  ascendency  by  the  ruin  of 
personal  character,  merits  the  indignation  of  honest 
men,  is  hateful  to  every  generous  mind,  and  tends 
too  surely  to  the  destruction  of  public  virtue,  and, 
as  a consequence,  to  the  downfall  of  public  liberty.” 
Gen.  Harrison  apologized  for  occupying  his  fel- 
low citizens  so  long.  He  said  he  would  but  men- 
tion one  more  of  the  latest  slanders  which  had  come 
to  his  knowledge.  A German  paper,  published  in 
Cincinnati,  almost  under  his  own  eye,  puts  it  forth 
with  apparent  sincerity,  that  “gen.  Harrison,  now  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States, 
was,  many  years  ago,  when  a young  man,  an  aid  to 
genefal  Wayne  during  his  Indian  wars — and  that, 
whenever  young  Harrison  found  that  a battle  was 
coming  on,  he  always  ran  off  into  the  woods.” — 
(Again  there  was  loud  and  irrepressible  laughter). 
The  editor  forgot,  said  the  general,  when  he  served 
up  this  little  dish,  that  the  only  possible  security  to 
young  Harrison’s  scalp,  on  the  approach  of  a bat- 
tle with  the  Indians,  was  in  keeping  out  of  the  woods! 
Such  a story  as  thin  can  only  excite  a smile  here,  it 
is  true,  said  general  H.  but  this  paper  circulates  not 
alone  in  the  United  Slates — copies  of  it  are  proba- 
bly read  in  Europe,  where  our  history  is  less  known 
and  where  the  contradiction  of  such  silly  falsehoods 
may  possibly  never  come. 

“It  has  long  been  proverbial  of  old  soldiers,  fel- 
low citizens,”  continued  gen.  H.  “that  they  delight 
to  go  back  to  other  days  and  fight  their  battles  over 
again.  When  I began  this  address  to  you,  I intend- 
ed only  to  speak  of  my  iajr  famed  “committee  of 
conscience  keepers,”  and  the  “iron  cage,”  in 
which  they  confine  me,  but  I have  unwittingly  ta- 
ken advantage  of  your  kind  disposition  lo  listen  to 
me,  and  extended  my  remarks  to  other  though  kin- 
dred topics.  I will  only  add  that,  although  they 
have  made  a wide  mistake  who  make  we  dwell  in 
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an  “iron  cage,”  the  unlucky  wight  who  put  me  in  a 
log  cabin  was  a little  nearer  the  truth  than  he  pro- 
bably supposed  himself  to  be.  It  is  true  that  a part 
of  my  dwelling  house  is  a log  cabin,  but  as  to  the 
hard  cider — (the  laughter  which  followed  the  allu- 
sion to  the  “hard  cider”  branch  of  the  story  drown- 
ed the  voice  of  the  speaker). 

But,  said  general  Harrison,  admonished  by  the 
proverb,  that  you  may  ascribe  my  long  speech  to 
the  common  infirmity  of  an  old  soldier,  and  bring 
me  under  the  suspicion  of  the  loquacity  of  age,  I 
will  conclude  these  hasty  and  unpremeditated  re- 
marks by  thanking  my  fellow  citizens  of  Columbus 
for  their  politeness  on  the  present  occasion  as  well 
as  for  the  friendly  feelings  of  which  they  have  uni- 
formly and  often  heretofore  given  me  so  many  gra- 
tifying proofs. 

GREAT  HARRISON  FESTIVAL  AT  ALEXANDRIA. 

From  the  Madisonian. 

The  immense  gathering  of  young  men  in  Balti- 
more, during  the  memorable  three  days  of  May, 
awakened  an  energy,  and  activity,  and  a zealous 
and  disinterested  spirit  of  devotion  in  behalf  of 
republican  principles,  and  the  republican  cause, 
and  the  great  republican  hero  and  statesman  se- 
lected to  take  the  foremost  place  in  sustaining  that 
cause  and  those  principles;  which  have  frequently 
been  manifested,  since  that  meeting,  in  county  and 
town  conventions  of  the  people.  We  have  receiv- 
ed, with  great  pleasure,  intelligence  of  these  assem- 
blages in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  union,  where 
the  citzens  have  met  to  hear  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  great  Baltimore  convention  from  some  one  whom 
they  had  appointed  to  attend,  and  have  caught  from 
his  glowing  accounts  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
he  was  inspired  amid  the  scenes  of  the  monumental 
city  on  that  occasion.  But  seldom  have  we  wit- 
nessed so  gratifying  a manifestation  of  patriotism, 
and  the  true  republican  spirit,  as  was  exhibited  on 
Thursday  last  at  the  Harrison  festival,  given  by  our 
hospitable  neighbors  amT  friends  of  the  ancient  and 
honored  town  of  Alexandria.  It  deserves  to  be  re- 
corded as  “ a while  day”  in  the  lives  of  those  who 
were  present;  and,  we  doubt  not,  the  proceedings 
will  be  attended  with  great  and  lasting  benefits  to 
the  opposition  in  Virginia,  in  Maryland  and  through- 
out the  union. 

According  to  previous  arrangement,  the  central 
democratic  Tippecanoe  club  of  the  union  met  at 
the  city  TTall  inThls  city,  on  Thursday,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  and  proceeded  thence  to  the  steamboat  for 
Alexandria.  A number  of  the  opposition  members 
of  congress,  and  other  invited  guests  met  them  at 
the  steamboat  chartered  for  the  purpose.  The  de- 
legation from  Georgetown,  and  the  invited  guests 
from  that  place,  procured  another  boat;  and  the  two 
steamers  started  together  on  their  joyous  way  down 
the  river. 

Alexandria  presented  a highly  animated  appear- 
ance during  the  whole  morning.  With  the  dawn  of 
day,  the  people  from  the  neighboring  counties  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  began  to  pour  in;  and  gave 
great  stir  and  bustle  to  the  unually  quiet  streets  of 
the  ancient  town.  The  national  ensign  was  display- 
ed at  several  conspicuous  points,  and  flags  and  ban- 
ners, most  of  them  bearing  emblematic  representa- 
tions and  mottos  in  honor  of  the  people’s  candidate, 
or  illustrative  of  the  purity  and  simplicity  to  which 
they  Wish,  by  his  elevation,  to  bring  back  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government — streamed  gaily 
from  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  citizens. 

Committees  of  reception  were  in  attendance  at 
Wise’s  hotel,  to  welcome  the  visiters;  and  they  dis- 
charged their  duties  with  singular  courtesy  and 
kindness.  The,  houses  of  many  of  the  inhabitants 
were  also  thrownopen.  and  all  were  welcomed*  with 
true  Virginia  hospitality,  and  in  a manner  which 
madethein  feel  thaTThey  were  not  regarded  as 
strangers,  but  as  brethren,  united  in  supporting,  and 
bearing  onward,  amidst  many  difficulties,  hazards  and 
toils  yet  to  be  encountered  and  endured,  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  their  country.  The  mayor  of  Alex- 
andria, Edgar  Snowden,  esq.  ;opened  his  “cabin!#’ 
wide,  with  hearty  good  will  during  the  day  and 
night;  and  when  we  went  to  exchange  salutations 
with  him,  both  as  the  respected  magistrate  of  the 
town,  and  a worthy  fellow  laborer  in  the  editorial 
corps,  we  found  an  assemblage  there  of  the  real 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  surrounding  counties. 

At  one  o’clock,  a procession  was  formed  in  the 
public  square,  consisting  of  the  committee  of  re- 
ception, the  Tfooecanoe  club,  the  citizens  from  the 
neighboring  couTTThsg,  and  of  the  town;  and,  under 
the  direction  of  the  chief  marshal  and  his  efficient 
aids,  and  preceded  by  the  mayor,  inarched  to  the 
wharf; — and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  dele- 


ing  in  the  wind,  and  glistening  in  the  sunshine,  ap- 
proached the  wharves,  came  to  their  moorings  un- 
der a national  salute  from  a battery  erected  close 
by,  and  amidst  the  inspiring  strains  of  an  excellent 
band  of  music.  The  spectacle,  at  this  moment, 
was  most  animating,  whether  viewed  from  the 
steamboats,  or  from  the  shore.  Every  accessible 
point  that  commanded  a sight  of  the  harbor  was 
occupied  by  human  beings;  and  as  the  distinguish- 
ed guests  landed,  the  heart-stirring  martial  melody 
from  the  band,  the  thunder  of  the  artillery,  the  loud 
huzzas  that  rent  the  air  from  the  great  multitude, 
the  waving  to  and  fro  of  tile  ensigns  and  banners, 
combined  to  give  an  effect  to  the  scene  which  has 
seldom  been  surpassed  any  where,  and  certainly 
pot  in  the  good  old  town  of  Alexandria. 

> Among  the  distinguished  visiters  from  Washing- 
ton, we  noticed  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr. 
Preston  and  Mr.  Phelps  of  the  senate;  Messrs.. 
King,  of  Georgia,  Jenifer,  Graves,  Waddy  Thoinp'- 
son,  Biddle,  Hill,  Holfman,  Wise,  Graham,  James 
Garland;  the  mayor  of  Washington,  colonel  Wash- 
ington, and  several  others.  Upon  landiieg  from  tltfe 
boats,  they  were  received  by  the  committee,  and 
welcomed  ill  a very  beautiful  and  appropriate  ad- 
dress by  the  mayor. 

In  tendering  to  them  the  hospitality  of  the  town, 
he  alluded  very  happily  to  the  occasion  which  had 
prompted  his  fellow  citizens  to  devote  Ibis  day  to 
rational  festivity — the  great  triumph  of  the  republi- 
cans of  Virginia  in  the  late  spring  elections;  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  some  of  those  whose  voices 
had  been  so  often  raised  in  the  national  councils 
against  corruption  and  misrule,  and  in  defence  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  would  em- 
brace the  opportunity  of  bearing  the  valuable  testi- 
mony with  regard  to  the  men  in  power,  and  their 
measures,  here  ill  the  presence  of  the  people  them- 
selves. “The  echoes  of  your  voices,”  said  Mr. 
Snowden,  “will  die  away  among  the  retired  and 
hallowed  scenes  of  Mount  Vernon.  May  the  pa- 
triotic spirit  of  him  who  sleeps  there  in  glory  and 
in  peace,  inspire  our  hearts,  and  preside  over  all 
our  proceedings  this  day!” 

The  honor  of  replying  to  this  address  was,  by  the 
spontaneous  concurrence  of  all,  conceded  to  Mr. 
WVhstpr,  His  rpmarks  were  brief,  but  admirably 
appropriate;  and  i m b ilea t h ro 1 1 gho ui_»il 1 1 deep  and 
genuine  emotion.  After  a graceful  acknowledg- 
ment  to  (he  mayor  and  the  committee,  and  a glow- 
ing allusion  to  the  animated  and  diversified  specta- 
cle, he  expressed  the  pleasure  which  he,  and  those 
of  whom  he  had  been  made  the  representative,  ex- 
perienced, in  being  able  to  unite  in  celebrating  the 
great  victory  which  had  been  won  in  the  state  of 
Virginia.  Nor,  said  Mr.  Webster,  can  we,  in  tread- 
ing this  soil,  or  looking  abroad  upon  your  respected 
town,  fail  to  remember  that  we  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  what  was  once  the  home,  and  is  now  the  tomb, 
of  Washington — nor  to  be  filled  with  the  high  and 
solemn  associations  to  which  his  very  name  is  a 
spell.  This  is  the  place  which,  were  he  now  living, 
would,  above  all  others,  teem  to  him  with  the  re- 
collection of  ancient  friendships  and  early  associa- 
tions,— the  fathers  of  many  of  those  whose  patriot- 
ism had  prompted  them  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  proceedings  of  this  day.  He  walked  these 
streets — he  mingled  familiarly  and  easily  in  social 
circles  here — he  worshipped  in  these  churches,  and 
it  is  matter  of  pride  and  gratulation,  that  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants  of  the  town  in  which  Washington 
was  known  more  closely  and  intimately  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  union,  should  be  so  signally  cha- 
racterised by  the  sound  republican  principles  lie 
cherished,  and  by  their  devoledness  to  the  constitu- 
tion which  he  did  so  much  to  establish  and  defend. 

These  sentiments  were  received  with  loud  and 
enthusiastic  cheering.  The  invited  guests,  the  se- 
veral delegations  and  the  citizens  from  the  neigh- 
boring counties,  were  then  marshaled  into  their 
appropriate  places  in  the  line;  and  the  proces- 
sion, headed  by  the  mayor  and  committee  of  recep- 
tion, marched  up  King  to  Washington  street,  and 
rom  thence  ta^a  spacious  and  beautiful  common 
djoiriiiig  the  town,  which  had  been  'selecte d~aSThe 
pot  foF  the~~festival.  ~The  insignia  borne  by  the 
TlilFerent  delegations,  the  banners  and  flags,  the  mi- 
niature log  cabins,  and  other  emblems  and  devices, 
recalled  -to -ns,  the  memorable  three  days  of  the  great 
Baltimore  convention.  Throughout  the  whole  line 
of  inarch,  the  liveliest  demonstrations  of  delight 
and  patriotic  enthusiasm  were  given  on  all  sides. 
As  usual,  the  fairest  part  of  the  population  took  the 
most  noticeable  share  in  these  manifestations.  King 
.street  and  Washington  street  presented  a dazzling 
assemblage  of  youth  and  beauty.  The  graceful 
forms  that  leaned  eagerly  forward  from  every  win- 
dow and  balcony — the  bright  eyes  and  radiant 
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gations  from  Georgetown  and  Washington  and  the 
invited  guests.  By  and  by  the  steamboats  Phcenix|  smiles — the  exquisitely  moulded  arms,  and  delicate 
and  Johnson,  with  their  decks  covered  with  passen-  hands  raised  aloft,  and  waving  Harrison  banners 
gers,  and  banners  and  flags  of  the  delegations  float-  and  handkerchiefs—  all  the  lustre  and  enchantment 


of  the  scene,  would  demand  the  “vision  and  faculty 
divine”  of  a poet,  adequately  to  describe.  The  gal- 
lant republicans  weie  not  insensible  to  these  re- 
splendent charms.  They  acknowledged  the  salu- 
tations of  these  beautiful  beings  by  repeated  cheers, 
and  walking  uncovered  under  all  the  fervors  of  a 
summer  sun.  In  its  way  up  King  street,  a very 
handsome  company  of  youth,  about  twelve  or  four- 
teen years  of  age,  who  had  caught  the  spirit  of  the 
hour,  joined  the  procession  with  a genuine  log 
cabin  of  excellent  construction,  and  with  lots  of 
flags  and  placards. 

On  arriving  at  the  spot  selected  for  the  festival, 
we  found  that  very  excellent  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who 
wished  to  participate.  ^The  lables  were  spread  un- 
der an  ample  awning;  and  booths  were  erected  on 
the  field  to  provide  those  with  suitable  refreshment 
who  did  not  procure  tickets  for  the  dinner.  ')'he 
board  was  abundantly  supplied;  and  the  whole  ar- 
rangements didgreaferedit  to  the  committee. 

Alter  the  tables  were  cleared,  the  mayor  of  Alex- 
andria, who  presided,  gave  the  following  regular 
toasts,  which  were  received  with  acclamation. 

1st.  The  people. 

2d.  George  Washington. 

(Diank  standing  and  in  solemn  silence). 

3d.  William  Henry  Harrison. 

(Nine  cheers — music  Yankee  Doodle — salute 
from  the  artillery). 

4th.  John  Tyler. 

5th.  Virginia. 

6th.  Maryland. 

7th  The  District  of  Columbia — without  a vote, 
she  has  a voice. 

8th.  The  president  of  the  United  States. 

[“That  is  to  be,”  added  several  voices], 

9th.  The  opposition  party — union  is  strength. 

10th.  ’rhenext  whig  senators  from  Viiginia — 
Rives  and  Allen. 

* l un.  “Log  cabins  and  hard  cider. ”\y 

12th.  Thg  (apposition  in  congress.^" 

13th.  Our  guests — the  servauts  of  the  people;  and 
the  friends  of  the  people. 

The  mayor  of  Washington  was  then  called  upon 
for  a toast,  and  gave  the  following: 

“The  old  nnterrified  commonwealth.  Hospitable 
as  she  has  ever  been,  she  gives  no  home  to  tyranny, 
foreign  or  domestic.” 

Thomas  Semmes,  esq.  of  Alexandria,  was  next 
called  upon,  and  gave 

“Daniel  Webster.” 

The  cheering  with  which  the  name  of  Ihis  illus- 
trious statesman  and  orator  was  received,  was  im- 
mense, and  long  continued.  Alter  it  had  subsided,  ] 
the  chairman  announced  that  Mr.  Webster  would  t 
address  his  fellow  citizens  from  a platform  that  had  1 
been  ereeted  for  the  better  convenience  of  the  spea- 
kers and  auditory.  Instantly  and  by  general  accord, 
the  tables  were  deserted,  and  the  company  assem- 
bled in  front. 

There  were  on  the  stage,  hesidps  the  mpinherq-nf 
congress,  several  distinguished  private  citizens,  amL 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  opposition  press.nf 
Mr.  Webster’s  appearance  was  hailed 
including  a 


the  Distnctr 

by  the  immense  assemblage  before  him, 
considerable  number  of  ladies  in  carriages,  with  re- 
iterated shouts  of  applause. 

He  said,  he  had  never  before  the  happiness  of  ad- 
dressing any  considerable  number  of  his  fellow  ci- 
tizens south  of  the  Potomac  river,  and  he  would  not 
deny  that  he  embraced  the  occasion  with  the  great- 
est pleasure.  The  particular  object  of  the  meeting 
was.one  in  which  all  his  feelings  entered  most  warm- 
ly,Ro  commemorate  the  brilliant  achievement  of  the 
opposition  party  of  Virginia  at  the  spring  election: 
and  to  do  honor  to  those  who  in  that  contest,  upheld 
the  cause  of  the  constitution  and  our  republican 
liberty.  The  Virginia  spring  election  wiought  a 
great  change,  and  was  productive  ol  the  most  bene- 
ficial consequences.  Before  that  struggle,  doubts 
were  entertained  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  south  would  act.  Before  that  time,  how  much 
soever  of  feeling  and  interest  in  behalf  of  the  oppo- 
sition there  might  be  here  and  there  in  the  south, 
there  was  not  any  certainty  that  the  feeling  and 
interest  were  general,  or  that  the  south  would 
make  a firm,  united  stand  against  the  men  in  power. 
That  question,  so  important  to  the  adversaries  of 
corruption  and  misrule — so  important  to  their  great 
cause — was  solved  at  the  spring  elections.  It  was 
then  made  manifest  that  union  and  harmony  exist 
among  the  free  and  independent  citizens  of  every 
section:  and  whether  we  succeed  or  fail,  our  fate  is 
identified  with  the  most  distinguished  and  illustrious 
men  from  every  quarter  of  our  country. 

In  this  connection,  Mr.  Webster  said  that,  as  a 
membei  of  the  national  legislature,  he  could  not  for- 
bear giving  his  testimony  to  the  conduct  ol  the  oppo- 
sition members  from  Virginia,  to  their  ability,  their 
zeal,  their  devotednessto  theirduties.  He  knew  them 
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well — and  no  man  could  more  highly  appreciate  their 
character  and  services.  He  then  repeated  the  ex- 
pression of  his  high  satisfaction  at  being  enabled  to 
address,  directly,  a southern  audience,  on  topics  in 
which  the  north  and  south  have  a common  inte- 
rest. He  knew  he  was  listened  to  by  Virginians — 
full  of  the  feelings  of  southern  men — and  pledged 
as  deeply  to  the  fortunes  of  the  south,  as  deeply  as 
men  can  be  on  this  side  of  the  grave — and  here,  be- 
fore such  an  auditory,  he  desired  to  declare  his  de- 
termination to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the 

J success  of  those  measures  which  would  divide  the 
whigs  of  the  south  from  the  north.  On  those  ques- 
tions you  (exclaimed  Mr.  Webster)  are  whigs,  and 
I ain  a whig! 

[Immense  cheering,  in  the  midst  of  which,  a stout 
old  yeoman  cried  out,  “boys  do  you  hear  that?” 
which  produced  still  more  rapturous  applause.] 

You  (continued  Mr.  W.)  are  Virginians.  I be- 
long io  the  Old  Bay  state!  But  our  enemies  shah 
not  seperate  the  whigs  of  the  Old  Bay  state  from  the 
whigs  of  the  Old  Dominion! 

H ere  he  was  again  interrupted  by  three  loud 
cheers.  Those  three  cheers  (said  he,  rising  in  en- 
thusiasm commensurate  with  that  of  the  audience) 
shall  be  heard  of  at  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  anni- 
versary o(  the  memoiabie  battle  there,  and  the 
hills  of  Massachusetts  shall  reverberate  with  the 
cheers  of  her  people,  answering  back  the  cheers  of 
Virginia. 

What  is  it,  (he  asked),  our  enemies  rely  upon  to 
separate  us?  That  we  ot  the  north  meditate  injury 
against  you!  [A  voice  in  the  croud,  “we  will  never 
believe  it.”]  No,  gentlemen,  do  not  believe  it.  I 
stand  here,  and  in  the  name  of  my  fellow  citizens  of 
the  north,  I repel  it  as  a foul  and  unfounded  calumny. 
We  of  New  England  are  bound  to  you  by  our  sacred 
compact,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. — 
That  instrument  secures  all  your  rights,  and  all  pro- 
perty to  be  governed  and  disposed  of  as  y>ou  see-fit; 

(and  I tell  you,  for  one,  that  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of 
that  compact  shall  ever  be  violated  with  my  consent. 
What,  fellow  citizens,  have  you  to  fear  from  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts?  What  have  you  to  apprehend, 
on  this  vital  subject,  from  that  son  of  your  soil,  de- 
scended from  your  best  Virginia  stock,  your  own 
Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  that  child  of  Virginia  with  the 
blood  of  the  revolution,  and  of  independence  coursing 
in  his  veins.  Can  you  believe  that  when  he  is  call- 
ed from  his  farm  and  his  plough,  to  administer  the 
government,  that  he  will  lay  ruthless  hands  on  the 
institutions  among  which  he  was  born  and  educated? 

“No!  no!”  was  responded  by  his  auditory,  as  with 
one  voice. 

I say  no,  too.  We  of  the  north  and  south  will 
join  in  fellowship  and  friendly  communion  on  this 
matter.  I stand  in  the  presence  of  distinguished 
men  from  the  southern  =tates;  and  I now'  summon 
them  into  court;  and  ask  them  as  witnesses  to  de- 
clare to  you  whether  I and  my  polical  friends  of  the 
north,  entertain  any  feelings  different  from  their  own 
in  regard  to  your  entire  and  undivided  control  over 
this  subject,  and  your  other  state  concerns?  Let 
them  say,  whether  we  may  not  all  come  to  that  con- 
dition which  existed  w'hen  Virginia  and  Massachu- 
setts took  counsel  together — in  the  days  of  the  re- 
volution— when  Washington  and  Hancock  joined 
their  thoughts,  their  feelings,  their  hopes,  and  acted 
together  in  a glorious  cause — when  Massachusetts 
and  Virginia  men  stood  together,  braving  danger  and 
death.  How  many  bones  of  northern  men  lie  at 
York  Town!  How  many  sons  of  Massachusetts, 
were  present,  when  the  British  laid  down  their  arms 
at  the  foot  of  Virginia!  y 

Leaving  these  local  concerns  of  the  states,  Mr. 
Webster  next  turned  to  more  general  subjects. — 
Every  day,  he  said,  furnishes  evidence  that  there  is 
to  be  a great  revolution  in  public  opinion.  The  men 
in  power,  and  their  measures,  are  to  receive  a rebuke 
such  as  no  administration  ever  received.  The  dis- 
tinguished orator  here  dwelt  with  great  power  and 
effect  on  the  leading  acts  in  their  long  career  of 
mischief,  and  their  effects  upon  all  classes  and  con- 
ditions of  the  people.  The  administration,  he  main- 
tained, was  to  blame  for  all  the  sufferings  that  had 
oppressed  and  worn  down  the  country.  The  go- 
vernment had  taken  a wrong  direction  since  the  close 
of  the  last  administration.  Their  policy  was  boldly 
^vowed  to  be,  to  feed,  clothe  and  take  care  of  them- 
selves. When  any  set  of  men,  in  this  country,  pre- 
sume to  act  on  the  maxim  of  the  French  king — “I 
am  the  state” — they  will  quickly  find  out  they  have 
made  a mistake.  By  November  next,  the  American 
people  will  leil  this  administration  they  have  some 
thing  to  say  on  that  subject.  From  the  pledges  of 
the  men  now  at  the  head  of  affairs,  no  hope  of  a 
change  ofmeasuies  can  be  entertained  until  there  is 
a change  of  men.  But,  said  Mr.  W.  the  change  will 
come!  So  sure  as  that  sun  shall  set  in  the  west,  will 
relief  to  the  country'  rise  in  the  west!  [Great  ap- 
plause.] 


Mr.  Webster  referred  to  general  Jackson  as  an 
extraordinary  man;  but  the  measures  which  he  left 
to  be  carried  out  have  been  directed  by  very  ordinary 
men.  Their  fatal  error  commenced  with  the  very 
beginning  of  the  administration.  It  gave  itself  a death 
blow  belure  its  very  being  was  well  known.  Being 
deprived  of  general  Jackson’s  precedent  of  a fiscal 
agency,  the  state  banks,  and  finding  no  footstep  to 
lollow  in,  the  administration  resolved  magnanimous- 
ly to  give  up  the  subject  altogether.  These  gentle- 
men say  the  people  will  take  care  of  themselves;  and 
the  people,  to  say  truth,  have  determined  to  take 
them  at  their  word.  They  are  much  obliged  to  them, 
and  henceforth  will  take  care  of  themselves. 

Fellow  citizens,  (continued  Mr.  W.)  there  must 
be  no  cessation  in  our  warfare.  We  must  not  stop 
or  falter  in  our  opposition  to  the  administration  aha 
its  measures  till  our  lost  prosperity  is  restored — the 
government  brought  back  to  its  ancient  purity,  wis- 
dom and  dignity — till  prices  assume  their  former 
level — till  labor  commands  its  just  and  ready  rewaid 
— in  short  till  the  causes  of  our  reasonable  complaints 
are  removed.  Not  till  then  should  we  lay  down  our 
arms.  On  the  4th  ol  July  next  I hope  to  meet  my 
fellow'  citizens  in  Faneml  Hall,  and  I will  bear  to 
them  greeting  from  you.  Has  the  administration 
yielded  to  any  portion  of  our  countrymen  the  bene- 
fits they  had  aright  to  expect?  (Cries  of  “no!  no!”) 
I say  no!  Have  you  an  interest  in  any  thing  which 
wilt  not  be  maintained  by  William  Henry  Harrison? 
Can  we  lose  any  thing  by  a change?  Let  us,  then 
go  forward  together.  We  have  made  William  Hen- 
ry Harrison  the  bearer  of  our  standard,  and  while 
he  holds  it,  it  shall  not  fallrunless  we  fall  along  with  it! 

Our  readers  will  receive  the  above  as  a mere  sketch 
of  the  principal  points  in  Mr.  Webster’s  address; — 
yet  its  length  and  our  limited  space  compel  us  to 
notice  only  very  briefly  and  cursorily  for  the  pre- 
sent the  admirable  and  eloquent  addresses  which 
followed. 

There  was  evidently  great  disappointment  and 
regret  at  the  absence  of  Henry  Clay.  But  frequent- 
ly was  his  name  “freshly  remembered”  during  the 
day. 

His  distinguished  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden, was  loundly  called  for  as  soon  as  Mr.  Web- 
ster retired — and  never  did  that  gentleman  display 
his  inimitable  faculties  of  popular  reasoning  and  elo- 
quence with  greater  effect.  His  allusion  to  the  day 
— the  eleventh  day  of  June — the  day  on  which 
thousands  and  thousands  of  our  fellow'  countrymen 
were  celebrating  the  victory  ol  Fort  Meigs,  was  most 
felicitous;  and  the  audience  seemed  to  have  but'one 
heart,  and  one  mind,  and  one  voice,  when  they  re- 
sponded to  his  tribute  to  the  glories  of  that  day,  and 
the  noble  leader  in  the  fight. 

Mr.  Crittenden  answered  most  cordially  to  the  call 
Mr.  Webster  had  made  upon  him  as  a witness;  and 
testified  that  the  northern whigs^wffhJHivWebster 
at  their  head,_were_as  strongly  and  sincerely  opposed 
to  the  abolitionists  as  he  aficTfilsso  i 1 fh e rnjin ft  e s t - 

ern  friends  are.  I am  a Kenhickian  (said  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden) and  a slaveholder — and  I will  tell  you  my 
experience.  I never  knew  but  one  abolitionist  in 
the  senate,  and  he  was  a Van  Buren  man! 

[“Name!  name!”  was  cried  by  some  one  in  the 
crowd.  “Morris,”  was  the  reply  given  by  some  one. 
“Tappan”  was  cried  by  others.  “Both,”  exclaimed 
another  voice.] 

Mr.  Crittenden  pronounced  a glowing  and  elo- 
quent eulogium  upon  the  character  and  services  of 
Harrison,  and  related  many  anecdotes  illustrative  of 
his  courage,  his  disinterestedness,  his  moderation, 
;and  his  humanity. 

TVlr.  Preston  followed  Mr.  Crittenden,  in  compli- 
ance with  a general  call  from  all  parts  of  the  ground. 
His  speech  was  a master-piece  of  popular  elo- 
quence; and  listened  to  with  the  most  absorbing  in- 
terest, and  manifest  delight.  He  too  responded  to 
the  appeal  of  Mr.  Webster:  and  if  ever  there  w-as  a 
competent  witness,  surely  William  C.  Preston  is 
one,  on  this  question.  A Virginian  by  birth,  a 
South  Carolinian  by  adoption,  a slaveholder,  he  bore 
his  unequivocal  testimony  to  the  honest  and  devotq^l 
opinions  of  the  Massachusetts  senator  and  his  friends 
on  ttiis  question  of  vital  interest  to  the  south.  ( 
Mr.  Preston  rediculed,  with  surpassing  effect,  the 
wretched  pretence  that  the  party  with  which  he  and 
the  friends  around  him  were  associated  was  leagued 
with  abolitionists!  Who  dare  assert  it?  None  but 
the  infamous  calumniators  of  those  who  would  at 
any  time  drain  their  dearest  veins  in  defence  of  the 
established  institutions  of  the  country!  And  then 
the  idea  of  resorting  to  “a  northern  man  with  south- 
ern principles”  to  save  the  country  from  the  danger 
ot  “a  southern  mail  with  southern  principles.”  To 
whom  do  they  fly  from  Harrison,  a son  of  a signer 
ol  the  Declaration  ol  Independence?  They  go  be- 
yond the  Hudson — they  get  a friend  of  Rufus  King 
—a  Missouri  restrictionist— a friend  and  advocate 
of  free  negro  suffrage! 


After  Mr.  Preston,  came  Mr.  Ogden  Hoffman, 
whose  captivating  and  commanding  eloquence  was 
enthusiastically  responded  to,  as  he  pourtrayed  the 
abuses  and  corruptions  of  the  party  in  power;  and 
testified  to  that  bond  of  sympathy  in  principle  and 
interest,  in  devotion  lo  liberty  and  the  constitution 
which  unites  the  w higs  of  the  north  and  south. 

Then  we  heard  from  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  gave  a glowing  account  of  the  prospects  of  the 
Harrison  cause  in  the  Key  Stone  state;  and  vindi- 
cated in  a strain  of  original  impassioned,  and  most 
impressive  eloquence,  the  use  of  those  emblems  of 
primitive  simplicity,  “log  cabin  and  hard  cider,” 
under  which  the  whigs  of  this  country,  like  the  op- 
ponents of  arbitrary  pow’er,  in  the  parent  country, 
are  marching  onward,  conquering  and  to  conquer! 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  next  appeared,  in  obe- 
dience to  repeated  calls,  but  only  to  defer  in  favor 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  whom  he  in- 
troduced, anil  who  made  an  admirable  and  eloquent 
speech,  and  confirmed  our  belief  that  in  October, 
Georgia  will  stand  on  the  side  of  opposition  to  the 
spoilsmen  and  experimenters. 

Mr.  King  was  followed  by  gen.  W^tdy  Thqmp. 
sorg-of  South  Carolina,  who  made  a hearty,  stirring 
ami  brilliant  speech. 

Mr.  Pi  udps,  senator  from  Vermont,  corroborated 
the  lestimony^~Wtrhrh  ha<T  been  given  respecting 
the  sound  constitutional  opinions  and  conservative 
sentiments  of  the  northern  people  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  abolition. 

Mr.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia,  then  appeared 
in  compliance  with  repeated  solicitations,  and  en- 
chained his  audiiors  with  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful speeches  of  the  day. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Graves,  ofKentncky’,  who 
in  that  bold  and  masculine  style  of  speaking,  ior 
which  he  is  distinguished,  presented  before  his  hear- 
ers the  true  character  of  this  already  condemned 
administration;  and  directed  their  attention  to  the 
claims  which  the  people’s  candidate  possesses  in  his 
character  and  services. 

Long  before  this  time,  the  light  of  day  had  faded, 
and  tli e moon  was  shining  out  with  singular  lustre. 
The  assemblage,  unwearied  after  all  the  heat  and 
excitement  ot  the  day,  remained  on  the  ground  un- 
til after  11  ojgjock. 

Alter  MTTGraves  finished,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Janney,  the 
whig  elector  for  Loudon,  ably  addressed  the  people; 
and  Mr.  Wise  closed  the  proceedings  with  a speech 
of  uncommon  force  and  spirit. 

Steamboats  left  Alexandria  for  Washington  at 
different  hours,  during  the  evening — and  by  eleven 
o’clock,  all  of  the  invited  guests,  and  the  delega- 
tions from  Washington  and  Georgetown  had  taken 
their  departure.  The  voyage  up,  in  the  coo!  of  the 
evening,  under  clear  skies,  and  a bright  moon,  was 
remarkably  pleasant;  and  we  are  happy  to  add,  that 
we  have  heard  of  no  accident — no  circumstance  of 
any  kind  to  mar  the  happy  recollections  with  which 
the  day  will  be  recurred  to  by  all  who  were  so  for- 
tunate as  to  be  present. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  18.  Mr.  Davis,  at  the  request  (he  said)  of 
several  gentlemen  who  desired  that  a moie  full  vote 
should  be  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  that  claim  was  rejected;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  subject,  for  the  present,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, through  Mr.  Garland,  their  clerk,  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  the  hon.  Anson  Brown,  a 
member  of  that  body,  and  their  consequent  proceed- 
ings thereupon;  which  proceedings  having  been 
read — 

Mr.  Tallmadge  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  message  from  the  other  house, 
which  has  just  been  read,  announces  the  death  of 
•the  hon.  Anson  Brown,  late  a representative  in 
that  body  from  the  state  of  New  York. 

I rise  to  ask  of  the  senate  that  tribute  of  respect 
which  is  due  to  his  memory.  I perforin  this  melan- 
choly duty  with  no  ordinary  emotions.  But  a lew 
days  have  elapsed  since  the  deceased  W'as  here  in 
the  regular  discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  his  * 
station.  Before  he  left  for  home,  I heard  him  speak 
of  his  indisposition,  but  I had  no  apprehension  of 
serious  illness,  ranch  less  this  suddet*and  unexpect- 
ed termination  of  his  disease^  He  died  at  his  own 
residence  in  Ballston,  Inst  Sunday  evening,  sur- 
rounded by  his  family  and  friends. 

Mr.  Brown  was  a gentleman  of  a liberal  educa- 
tion, of  distinguished  attainments  as  a scholar,  of 
high  standing  in  the  legal  profession,  and  possessed 
in  an  eminent  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  his  acquaint- 
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ance.  He  was  kind  and  amiable  in  his  intercourse 
in  society,  and  no  one  was  more  happy  in  his  do- 
mestic relations.  As  a husband  and  lather,  none 
can  fully  appreciate  his  virtues,  except  those  who 
have  been  called  to  mourn  his  loss.  My  heart 
bleeds  to  contemplate  the  desolation  of  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  whom  this  afflictive  bereavement  has 
left  behind.  Cut  otf  in  the  vigor  of  manhood  and 
in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  the  community  has 
lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  members,  and  his  liiends 
one  of  their  most  cherished  associates. 

His  sudden  death  is  one  of  those  inscrutable  dis- 
pensations of  Providence  to  which  we  are  all  bound 
to  bow  with  perfect  submission.  I will  only  add 
that  he  was  a man  of  the  strictest  integrity  and  ho- 
nor, and  that  he  lived  respected  and  died  lamented 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

As  a tribute  of  respect  for  his  memory,  I move 
for  the  adoption  of  the  senate  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  senate  will  testi- 
fy their  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a further  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  senate  accordingly  adjourned. 

June  19.  Mr.  Hubbard  presented  three  petitions 
from  citizens  ofMilwaukie  and  other  places,  in  re- 
spect to  a harbor  on  Lake  Michigan.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Tallmiidge  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  at  Poughkeepsie  of  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Dutchess,  New  York,  earnestly  urging  the  pas- 
sage of  a bankrupt  law  at  the  present  session  of 
congress.  Some  of  them,  Mr.  T.  said,  were  the 
most  esteemed  citizens  of  Dutchess  county;  they 
were  from  all  parties;  and  there  was  but  one  senti- 
ment throughout  that  community  on  this  subject. — 
Perhaps  there  was  as  little  necessity  for  a bankrupt 
law  in  that  county  as  in  any  county  of  the  state,  and 
Mr.  T.  adduced  these  facts  merely  as  evidence  of 
the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  country.  In  fact, 
Mr.  T.  hardly  knew  of  a dissenting  voice  any  where. 
The  legislature  of  New  Yoik  had  lately  expressed 
their  sentiments  to  the  same  effect  by  a unanimous 
Vote  of  both  houses.  Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  pro- 
ceedings be  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a memorial  from  R.  O.  Da- 
vidson, of  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  asking  an  appro- 
priation of  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars,  to  test  an  experiment  for  carrying 
the  mail  through  the  air.  The  memorialist  states 
that  it  can  be  conveyed  at  the  rate  of  11)0  miles 
per  hour;  that  his  plan  is  indubitably  correct,  as  it 
rests  upon  a principle  founded  in  nature,  adopts  a 
form  drawn  from  nature,  and  employs  manual  pow- 
er to  put  it  in  motion.  Mr.  L.  said  the  memorial 
was  really  a very  well-drawn  document,  evidently 
showing  Mr.  Davidson  to  be  a man  of  science  and  a 
scholar.  With  regard  to  the  practicability  of  the 
plan,  Mr.  L.  did  not  know  what  to  say;  his  mind 
was  in  that  state  denominated  “ belweenity Hard- 
ly any  limits  were  set  to  the  human  ingenuity  and 
invention.  He  considered  the  plan  as  feasible. — 
All  new  inventions — at  least  those  out  of  the  com- 
mon order — were  apt  to  excite  ridicule  in  some, 
and  contempt  in  others.  It  had  been  the  case  with 
all  the  great  pioneers  in  science.  Galileo,  Harvey, 
Watt  and  Fulton  were  all  made  to  feel,  more  or  less, 
the  truth  of  that  remark.  It  was  really  a document 
of  so  much  ability  that  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
treated  with  respect  and  attention.  He  would  there- 
fore move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  post  office  and  post  roads,  and  that  it  he  printed. 

Mr.  Norvell  said,  with  a smile,  it  had  better  go  to 
the  select  committee  on  mileage;  it  might  be  the 
means  of  aiding  that  committee  in  fixing  the  short- 
est distance. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  he  hoped  his  colleague  (Mr.  Linn) 
would  content  himself  with  laying  it  on  the  table, 
without  havingit  printed.  [A  general  smile  through 
the  senate]. 

The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

.The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Walker,  for  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  electing,  by  the  senate,  two  re- 
porters from  each  of  the  two  political  parties,  being 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Tappan  said  it  might  be 
that  they  could  not  get  an  equal  number  of  the  best 
qualified  reporters  from  the  two  political  parties; 
and  as  he  did  not  think  this  part  of  the  resolution 
necessary,  he  thought  it  best  to  leave  this  matter  to 
the  judgment  of  the  senate  when  they  should  come 
to  make  the  election. 

Mr.  Wallcer  said  he  could  not  consent  to  the  elec- 
tion of  reporters  by  the  senate,  unless  it  was  pro- 
vided that  they  should  be  taken  equally  from  both 
the  political  parties.  His  object  was  to  have  the 
reports  made  correctly,  and  in  such  a way  that  nei-  j 


ther  party  could  doubt  in  respect  to  their  correct- 
ness. But  he  had  uo  objection  that  the  resolution 
should  lie  over,  to  give  the  senator  from  Ohio  and 
others  lime  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  said  he  thought  Ihe  object  ol  the 
resolution  and  ol  the  suggestion  from  which  it  arose, 
to  have  fair  and  correct  reports,  was  praiseworthy 
and  proper.  But  he  believed  they  were  not  likely 
to  accomplish  that  object  in  the  way  of  the  resolu- 
tion, nor  in  any  other  mode. 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  senator  from  Ohio  that  it 
would  be  safe  to  leave  political  considerations  to  the 
discretion  of  the  senate,  Mr.  C.  was  perfectly  sure 
that  it  would  give  no  satisfaction,  here  or  elsewhere. 
Leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  senate!  And  what 
(would  be  the  result?  Was  there  not  every  reason  to 
believe,  both  from  experience  and  the  nature  of 
man,  that  the  stenographers  would,  in  that  case,  be 
wholly  political,  and  on  thp  side  of  the  majority  of 
the  senate? 

But  Mr.  C.  had  risen  particularly  to  show  the 
impracticability  of  the  object.  If  they  could  ac- 
complish it  at  all,  it  would  be  only  by  a large  and 
liberal  allowance  to  the  stenographers,  not  two,  but 
three  or  four  from  each  party.  In  England,  there 
was  a succession  of  stenographers,  each  occupying 
but  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  retiring  to  write 
out  his  notes,  even  on  a single  speech,  and  the  parts 
were  afterwards  put  together.  There  the  demand 
for  speeches  was  so  great  that  they  were  enabled  to 
give  high  salaries,  so  that  the  service  was  well  fill- 
ed; and  often  a speech  made  at  night  could  be  read 
the  next  morning  at  breakfast,  well  and  satisfacto- 
rily reported. 

Since  Mr.  C.  had  been  it)  congress,  which  was 
thirty  years,  he  had  met  witii  not  more  than  three 
or  four  instances  of  good  stenographers,  who  could 
report  satisfactorily,  without  much  correction.  At 
the  head  ol  these  was  tiie  senior  editor  of  the  Intel- 
ligencer, who  had  reported  for  Mr.  C.  a speech  of 
thirty  pages  in  length,  so  as  to  require  the  correc- 
tion of  only  one  or  two  paragraphs  in  the  whole. — 
If  the  senate  would  have  such  stenographers,  they 
must  make  large  and  liberal  allowances,  and  per- 
haps educate  them. 

Mr.  C.  also  remarked  on  the  readiness  with  which 
stenographers  might  take  the  galleries,  whence  it 
would  be  unconstitutional  to  exclude  them,  in  case 
they  did  not  choose  Hr  take  the  required  oath.  As 
he  was  a man  of  compromise,  he  was  disposed  to 
make  one  with  reporters — that,  if  they  would  let 
him  alone,  he  would  be  contented.  He  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  reference  of  the  resolution;  but  he  be- 
lieved nothing  would  come  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Tappan  said  he  would  as  soon  vote  for  a ste- 
nographer Irom  the  opposition  as  from  his  ow  n par- 
ty, if  he  w’ere  only  well  qualified,  which  was  the 
main  point  of  difficulty.  He  therefore  thought  the 
senate  should  be  left  at  liberty  to  get  the  best  re- 
porters they  could,  without  regard  to  party.  This 
senate  had  heretofore  appointed  officers  who  did  not 
agree  in  sentiment  with  the  majority. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  did  not  know  who  they  were. 

Mr.  Tappan.  The  chaplain.  [Smiles  and  mur- 
murs]. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  that,  if  they  should  appoint  re- 
porters, no  paper  could  be  found  to  contain  all  the 
reports;  and  even  if  they  could  find  such  a paper, 
how  could  it  be  controlled? 

Mr.  Wallcer  said  he  had  never  complained  of  the 
reporters  on  either  side.  They  had  generally  re- 
ported with  great  accuracy.  But  his  attention  hav- 
ing been  called  to  this  subject  by  Ihe  debate  the 
other  day,  and  by  complaints  on  both  sides  of  the 
house,  it  struck  him  that  nothing  was  more  desira- 
ble to  the  public,  or  could  give  more  information 
to  the  people,  than  accurate  reports  of  the  remarks 
and  proceedings  in  congress.  Nothing  could  be 
more  important  and  interesting  to  the  nation  at  large 
than  to  have  reports  on  the  truth  and  accuracy  of 
which  they  could  fully  rely. 

And,  as  to  the  expense,  Mr.  W.  had  made  inqui- 
ries, and  he  believed  the  best  stenographers  could 
be  obtained  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  per 
diem  of  a member.  Four  reporters  would  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  whole  proceedings  ol  this  body,  and 
the  expense  would  be  comparatively  trifling. 

Mr.  W.  insisted  further  on  political  equality,  and 
proposed  that  reporters  should  be  elected  in  the 
manner  of  the  inspectors  of  elections  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  is,  two  at  a time,  by  single  votes,  taking 
the  first  and  second  on  the  list,  which  would  be  sure 
to  give  half  to  the  minority. 

Mr.  Allen  remarked  on  the  utter  want  of  confi- 
dence in  parly  reporters  by  the  opposition.  There 
w'ould  be  no  inducement  to  a monopoly  of  that  kind. 
Still  Mr.  A.  was  in  favor  of  striking  this  part  from 
the  resolution,  and  leaving  it  to  the  committee  to 
adopt  some  such  plan  as  the  senator  from  Missis- 
sippi had  suggested.  Mr.  Walker  was  understood 
to  assent  so  to  modify  the  resolution. 


Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  hoped  it  would  not  be  so 
modified.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  un- 
less it  provided  expressly  for  political  equality.  As 
to  the  expense,  there  could  be  no  difficulty.  Sup- 
posing no  compensation  should  be  given,  could  re- 
porters object  to  a requisition  in  accordance  with 
the  feelings  and  desires  of  every  conscientious  re- 
porter? Yet  Mr.  C.  would  be  willing  to  allow  them 
a reasonable  compensation;  and,  from  the  many  ap- 
plicants lor  places  in  the  public  employ,  Mr.  C. 
thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  suit- 
able men  as  reporters.  The  difference  of  party  cor- 
responded with  the  difference  of  denomination  in 
the  election  of  chaplains. 

Mr.  King  spoke  in  favor  of  not  faking  political 
bias  into  consideration  at  all.  In  general,  Mr.  K. 
thought  there  wa  sno  good  ground  for  complaints  as 
to  the  reports;  and  he  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  re- 
porting always  with  prefect  accuracy.  On  the 
whole,  it  was  best  to  jog  on  as  they  had  done. 

Mr.  Anderson  spoke  in  favor  of  leaving  the  poli- 
tical question  to  the  current  judgment  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Walker  again  remarked  on  the  importance 
of  the  object,  and  the  smallness  of  the  expense,  al- 
leging that  the  printing  of  single  documents  had  of- 
ten cost  as  much  as  the  reporting  for  the  senate 
would  cost  during  the  whole  of  a session;  and  the 
printing  of  no  document  could  be  so  important. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  on  the  importance  and 
difficulty  of  attaining  the  object,  and  expressed  his 
willingness  that  the  resolution  should  now  go  to  the 
committee,  or  lie  over. 

By  general  consent,  the  resolution  was  laid  over 
lor  luture  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail  road  company 
to  enter,  on  a credit,  a quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a rail  road  from  New  Albany’,  in  the 
state  of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  Illinois,  and 
for  other  purposes.  Mr.  W.  made  a brief  statement 
of  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  though  opposed  to  grants  to 
corporations,  was  disposed  to  regard  this  favorably 
on  account  of  the  advantages  which  he  maintained 
the  general  government  would  derive  from  the  en- 
hancement of  the  value  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Linn  also  signified  his  desire  to  be  liberal  to 
undertakings  of  a public  nature,  where  good  might 
grow  out  of  them. 

Mr.  Benton  denounced  the  whole  scheme  as  wild, 
visionary  and  impracticable — it  was  a road,  he  said, 
that  had  a middle  u ithout  either  end  attached  to  it, 
and  that  the  general  government  ought  not  to  lend 
itself  to  such  an  undertaking — and  moved  its  inde- 
finite postponement. 

Messrs.  White  and  Young  each  addressed  the  se- 
nate at  some  length,  and  very  earnestly,  in  favor  of 
the  bill. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
motion,  the  vote  stood,  yeas  12,  nays  16. 

The  further  consideration  was  then  postponed  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  Huntington  rose  to  state  to  the  senate  that  the 
bankrupt  bill,  which  had  been  reported  from  the  se- 
lect committee,  and  had  not  been  acted  on,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  the  chairman,  would  be  called  up 
on  Monday,  and  pressed  on  the  consideration  of  the 
body  until  finally  disposed  of.  He  said  there  was 
much  feeling  of  anxiety  as  well  on  the  part  of  the 
creditor  as  debtor  to  know  what  disposition  congress 
would  be  likely  to  make  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  With 
that  view  he  had  given  this  notice  to  the  senate. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

June  22.  Mr.  Tappan,  having  referred  to  the  de- 
bate a few  days  ago  on  the  subject  of  reporters,  and 
to  his  declaration  at  that  time  that  the  chaplain  to 
the  senate  was  politically  opposed  to  the  majority 
of  that  body,  said  he  had  now  risen  to  correct  that 
statement.  He  had  been  assured  by  the  chaplain 
that  he  was  no  party  man,  either  in  the  majoiity  or 
in  the  minority.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  refrain  from 
meddling  with  politics  at  all,  thinking  it  would  do 
more  mischief  in  other  respects  than  good  in  respect 
to  politics.  Mr.  T.  had  heard  from  several  persons 
that  the  politics  of  the  chaplain  were  decidedly  what 
Mr.  T.  had  represented;  but,  having  been  assured 
of  the  contrary  by  the  gentleman  himself,  Mr.  T. 
cheerfully  retracted  the  statement  which  he  had 
made  on  this  point. 

Mr.  W right  presented  a memorial  from  merchants 
of  New  York  and  other  citizens,  on  the  subject  of 
the  bankiupt  law,  declaring  that  whatever  was  their 
opinion  ol  the  expediency  of  passing  such  a law  at 
this  time,  they  were  all  agreed  that  the  consent  of 
Ihe  majority  of  the  interest  of  creditors  should  be 
made  necessary  to  the  release  of  the  debtor,  and  that 
the  bill  should  not  go  into  effect  till  one  year  after 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Webster  asked,  from  whom  was  this  memo- 
rial? Mr.  Wright.  From  merchants  and  other  ci- 
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tizens  of  New  York.  Mr.  Webster  moved  that  the 
memorial  be  printed,  with  the  names;  which  was 
ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
whom  the  petitions  and  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  the  su'fferers  by  the  tornado  at  Natchez  had 
been  referred,  reported  the  joint  resolution  back, 
with  an  amendment,  authorising  the  Planters’  bank 
and  the  Agricultural  bank  of  Natchez  to  retain  the 
public  money  now  in  their  hands  three  years  lon- 
ger, from  the  8th  of  July  next,  in  case  those  banks 
would  accept  the  offer,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
the  sufferers  in  question,  the  banks  alone  to  conti- 
nue responsible  to  this  government.  The  amend- 
ment was  read,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on 
the  table,  Mr.  W.  giving  notice  that  he  should  call 
up  the  bill  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  issues  of  patents  for 
certain  entries  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a joint  resolution  to  authorise  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy  to  purchase  repeating  rifles  and  pis- 
tols for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Missouri 
volunteers.  Mr.  L.  briefly  explained  and  advocat- 
ed the  bill.  Mr.  King  was  in  favor  of  paying  these 
troop3  if  they  were  called  out  and  employed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  requisitions  of  the  constitution. 
But  he  insisted  that  implicit  faith  on  these  points 
ought  not  to  be  reposed  by  congress  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  state  executive,  but  correct  accounts  of 
the  occasion  and  manner  of  calling  out  and  employ- 
ing such  troops  ought  to  be  giving  to  congress,  that 
they  might  decide  on  the  constitutional  points.  Mr. 
Linn  argued  in  favor  of  securing  tranquillity  as  well 
as  safety  where  invasion  was  threatened,  and  insist- 
ed on  the  necessity  of  trusting  a good  deal  on  these 
points  to  the  discretion  and  judgment’ of  the  state 
executive. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Hub- 
lard,  King  and  Benton,  the  bill  was  amended  so  as 
to  be  somewhat  more  definite  on  the  points  under 
discussion,  and  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  proceeded  again  to  consider  the  bill 
giving  the  assent  of  congress  to  the  acts  of  Virginia 
incorporating  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail 
road  company,  and  for  olher  purposes. 

Messrs.  Tuppan,  Hubbard,  Mien,  Wall  and  Bu- 
chamfh  opposed  the  bill,  Messrs.  Merrick,  Walker, 
Roane  and  Crittenden,  advocated  it,  till  the  question 
was  loudly  demanded. 

The  question  being  on  a motion  by  Mr.  Tappan, 
to  slrike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill  containing 
the  appropriation  ot  300,000  dollars,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benlon,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin.  Mou- 
ton,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young- 
20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hunting- 
ton,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps, 
Porier,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallntadge,  Walker,  Webster,  Wight— 25. 

Mr.  Tappan  offered  an  amendment,  requiring 
such  security  for  carrying  the  mail  as  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  should  deem  sufficient. 

Mr.  Prentiss  offered,  as  a substitute,  a provision 
for  a lien  on  that  part  of  the  road  within  the  District. 

After  a brief  conversation,  the  action,  of  the  bill 
was  suspended. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  took  up 
the  bill  (from  the  select  committee)  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  U. 
States. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  from  the  select  committee,  sub- 
mitted various  minor  amendments,  which  were  se- 
verally agi  eed  to. 

Mr.  Huntington,  having  offered  two  or  three  mi- 
nor amendments,  which  were  agreed  to,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  securing  from  its  operation  the 
rights  of  married  ivomen,  and  liens  and  mortgages 
on  property,  all  as  established  by  the  stale  laws,  so 
far  as  would  not  be  inconsistent  with  certain  provi- 
sions of  this  bill.  This  amendment  had  special  re- 
ference to  the  laws  and  usages  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  this-  amendment  with  great 
earnestness,  pai  licularly  as  going  to  sanction  pre- 
ferences which  the  senate  had  expressly  exploded. 

Mr.  Webster  argued  at  some  length  that  there 
was  nothing  of  such  preferences  in  this  amendment. 

Messrs.  Mouton,  Wall,  Walker,  Prentiss  and  Crit- 
tenden also  participated  in  the  long  and  intricate  de- 
bate on  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  yeas  21, 
nays  8. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a variety  of  amendments, 
the  most  important  of  which  was  to  require  a ma- 
jority of  interest  of  the  creditors  in  order  to  obtain 


the  release  of  the  debtor.  These  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ruggles  also  offered  several  amendments, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  seriate  then  adjourned. 

June  23.  Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  a joint  resolution,  in  addition 
to  a joint  resolution  authorising  certain  certificates 
to  be  cancelled  and  re-issued,  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  he  having  explained  its  object,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  from  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Southern  Steamboat  Packet  company  for  carrying 
the  mail,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  warrant  the  claim;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  joint  resolution  to  pay  Langtree  and  O’Sulli- 
van the  balance  unpaid  of  $5,000  for  890  copies  of 
the  Madison  Papers,  as  if  they  had  not  been  destroy- 
ed by  fire,  having  been  read  a third  time — 

A discussion  of  some  length  followed,  by  Messrs. 
Porter,  Wall,  Davis,  Tappan,  Southard  and  Bu- 
rhanan.  Mr.  Tappan  thought  Langtree  and  O’Sul- 
livan ought  not  to  replace  the  books.  From  this, 
Mr.  Wall  differed;  others  doubted;  and  on  other 
points  opinions  were  diverse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  resolution  was  re- 
committed, that  the  committee  might  report  the 
facts  as  they  now  exist,  and  report  a resolution  in 
accordance  with  those  facts. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  were  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  w hole,  and,  after  being  explained  and 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  at  length  against  the  bill.  A 
number  of  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill,  after 
which  Mr.  Wall  moved  the  printing  of  the  bill;  but 
this  motion  not  being  in  order,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  with  a view  to  move  to  print  it, 
with  the  amendments.  After  a few  remarks  by 
Messrs.  Wall,  Crittenden,  Young  arid  Hubbard,  this 
motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wall,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Preston,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Williams — 23. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  then  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

And  the  senate,  after  a short  executive  session, 
adjourned  at  a quarter  past  6 o’clock. 

June ‘Id.  Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  reported  a bill  in  regard  to  summoning 
jurors.  The  present  mode  is  changed,  but  not  in 
a manner  to  change  the  principle  prescribed  in  the 
law  of  1789. 

A bill  to  prevent  certain  crimes  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,  otdered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday,  was 
finally  passed  to  day. 

A bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  ot  1839,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

A bill  to  enable  the  United  States  to  discharge 
liens  and  incumbrances  which  now  are,  or  which 
hereafter  may  become  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  was  discussed  at  some  length  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

A bill  to  regulate  the  legal  proceedings  and  to 
provide  for  the  more  speedy  trial  of  causes  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of 
Missouri,  was  debated  at  length  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bankrupt  bill  was  called  from  the  (able, 
w'here  it  was  laid  last  evening,  and  additional  amend- 
ments proposed. 

Mr.  Wulker  proposed  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
of  yesterday  fixing  the  4th  of  March  for  tin  time  of 
the  bill  to  go  into  operation.  The  reconsideration 
was  ordered,  23  to  19. 

Mr.  Wright  proposed  the  1st  of  February.  Mr. 
Walker,  the  1st  of  January.  The  vote  was  taken 
at  first  upon  Mr.  Wright’s  motion — the  senate  sus- 
tained the  motion  by  a vote  of  25  to  21. 

Mr.  Dixon,  of  R.  I.  followed  with  a speech  advo- 
cating the  law,  not  as  a temporary  measure  as  pro- 
posed (the  bill  extending  for  two  years) — but  as  a 
permanent  law.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  limitation,  and 
were:  yeas  13,  nays  33. 

After  some  unimportant  amendments,  one  of  in- 
terest, requiring  the  debtor  to  inform  the  creditor 
by  letter  of  his  intention  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 


bankrupt  act,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 

as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton.  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ina.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama.  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall — 23. 

Alter  which,  the  senate  held  an  executive  ses- 
sion, and  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  June  18.  The  journal  having  been 
read — Mr.  Curtis  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows:  . 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  (he  absence  of  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, who  has  been  a member  of  this  bouse  much 
longer  than  any  of  his  companions,  circumstances, 
in  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues,  have  imposed  upon 
me  this  morning  the  performance  of  a most  painful 
duty. 

I have  risen,  sir,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the 
house,  if  possible,  for  a few  minutes,  to  announce 
that  death  has  passed  upon  one  of  its  members;  that 
death  has  broken  the  ranks  of  the  representation 
from  the  state  of  New  York.  The  honorable  Anson 
Brown , a representative  from  that  state,  died  at  his 
own  residence,  in  the  county  of  Saratoga,  on  Sun- 
day evening  last,  at  ten  o’clock. 

But  a few  days  since,  not  now  more  than  ten  or'" 
twelve,  I met  him  and  conversed  with  him  at  one 
of  the  doors  of  this  hall.  He  said  he  was  about  to 
visit  his  family  for  a few  days,  and  that,  before  any 
final  decision  of  the  house  should  take  place  upon 
the  subject  then  and  now  the  principal  topic  of  dai- 
ly discussion,  he  expected  to  be  again  in  his  place; 
indeed,  he  said  a letter  from  any  friend,  notifying 
him  of  its  necessity,  would  command  his  immediate 
return.  He  shook  me  by  the  hand,  and  turned  from 
me  with  some  cheerful  expressions  of  kindness.  I 
saw  him  then,  for  the  last  time.  Alas!  sir,  he  has 
now  gone  beyond  the  calls  of  public  duty,  and  the 
summons  of  private  friendship  addressed  to  him 
now  will  fall  upon 

“The  dull  cold  ear  of  death.” 

It  was  known  to  some  of  his  colleagues  and  more 
intimate  friends  that  from  the  comencement  of  this 
session  Mr.  Brown  had  been  the  victim  of  impaired 
health;  and  yet,  sir,  his  death  was  not  more  expect- 
ed than  that  of  the  most  vigorous  of  us  who  occupy 
these  places  to-day.  But,  sir,  the  event  proves  that, 
from  the  first  day  he  entered  this  hall,  the  hand  of 
disease  was  constantly  pressing  him  downward  to 
the  grave  in  w hich  death  has  now  laid  him.  The 
event  proves  that,  while  his  colleagues,  from  his 
punctual  attendance  upon  the  duties  of  this  house, 
regarded  him  as  but  slightly  indisposed,  he  was  in 
fact  struggling,  in  the  performance  of  his  public 
duty,  with  the  pangs  of  a fatal  malady. 

I dare  not  trust  myseli  to  speak  of  this  true- 
hearted man  as  his  character  deserves.  I must 
check  the  promptings  of  friendship  early  establish- 
ed and  long  continued  without  interruption.  But 
I may  say  of  him,  to  those  who  were  not  familiar 
with  his  character,  that  he  possessed  a mind  so  illu- 
minated by  knowledge  arid  reflection,  a spirit  so 
imbued  with  deep  sentiments  of  patriotism,  that,  in 
the  absence  of  physical  infirmity,  he  was  titled  for 
a career  of  distinction  and  usefulness  in  this  house 
that  would  have  reflected  honor  upon  his  constitu- 
ents and  the  people  of  the  state  to  which  he  be- 
longed. 

It  was  not  without  the  greatest  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Brown  that  the  people  of  his  district 
induced  him  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  public  life; 
anil  it  was  his  intention  at  the  close  of  his  term  cf 
office  to  have  retired  to  those  more  congenial  pur- 
suits of  a private  citizen  w hich  he  unwillingly  sur- 
rendered at  the  solicitalion  of  his  friends.  He  loved 
his  home,  his  family,  his  neighbors,  and  the  agreea- 
ble excitement  of  a profession  in  which  he  had  ac- 
quired the  distinction  of  a sound  and  able  lawyer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a matter  of  consolation  writh 
his  colleagues,  since  in  the  Providence  of  God  the 
career  of  our  valued  friend  was  now  to  be  cut  short 
in  the  meridian  of  his  life,  that  the  fatal  arrow  did 
not  reach  him  while  separated  from  the  solace  of  his 
family  and  the  comforts  of  his  home.  He  has  closed 
an  honorable  life  in  the  midst  of  those  who  knew 
him  best  and  honored  and  loved  him  most.  He  has 
finished  life  where  he  began  it.  At  the  hourofdeath 
he  was  surrounded  by  those  wLo  knew  him  as  an 
affectionate  husband,  a tender  father,  a faithful  son,  a 
kind  neighbor,  a high-minded,  patriotic  citizen,  and 
a devoted  Christian. 

Sir,  I knew  this  departed  friend  for  years  that  run 
back  to  the  days  of  college  remembrances.  1 know, 
too,  the  intelligent  constituency  that  he  represented. 
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They  are  (lie  people  of  Saratoga  arid  Schenectady, 
two  of  the  oldest  and  most  renound  counties  in  the 
history  of  New  York.  Among  that  people  he  was 
born;  among  them  he  had  gained  an  enviable  cha- 
racter for  purity  ol  purpose,  and  lor  honor  and  fide- 
lity in  all  the  relations  of  life;  among  them  he  lived 
in  the  affectionate  regards  of  numerous  friends,  and 
in  the  universal  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  of  all  classes  and  parties.  In  his  un- 
timely death,  his  district  sustains  in  irreparable  loss, 
the  stale  is  bereaved  of  one  of  her  worthiest  sons, 
and  this  house  has  parted  with  a member  whose  life 
and  conversation  were  an  honor  to  its  body. 

Sir,  it  is  not  my  office  to  speak  of  the  admonition 
to  us  who  survive  that  comes  from  the  early  grave 
of  one  of  our  fellows.  It  cannot  fail,  however,sir, 
to  teach  us  “w  hat  shadows  we  are,”  and,  arresting 
us  in  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  active  and  exciting 
employment,  it  must  remind  us  “what  shadows  we 
pursue.” 

Mr.  Ourlis  thereupon  submitted  the  following  re- 
solutions: 

Resolved , That  this  house  has  heard  with  deep  sen- 
sibility of  the  death  of  the  honorable  Anson  Brown,  a 
member  from  the  state  of  New  York,  which  took  place 
at  his  residence,  at  Ballstun  Spa,  on  the  14ih  inst. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a mark  of  respect  tor  the  memo- 
ry of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  house  will 
wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days. 

Which  resolutions  being  unanimously  adopted, 
thereupon  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  ad- 
journed. 

[OCr-It  was  not  Mr.  Edwards  (as  stated  in  yester- 
days proceedings)  but  Mr.  Dana,  who  wished  to 
offer  a resolution  directing  the  clerk  of  the  house 
to  publish  in  one  or  moreof  the  daily  papers  in  this 
city  the  names  of  ail  members  of  congress  who  shall 
be  absent  at  a call  of  the  house  or  at  a call  of  the 
yeas  and  nays  ] 

Friday,  June  19.  Reports  of  committees  being 
in  order — 

Messrs.  Hubbard,  Lincoln,  Crary  and  Jas.  Gar- 
land, from  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  seve- 
rally reported  on  sundry  memorials  submitted  to 
that  committee — in  most  cases  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration,  and  in 
others  reporting  bills,  (all  of  a private  character). 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads,  reported  several  senate  bills. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  trorn  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, repoited  a bill  establishing  a board  of  com- 
missioners on  claims  against  the  United  Slates, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union.  Also,  an  act  in  addition 
to  the  act  establishing  the  judiciary  system  of  the 
United  States,  providing  certain  amendments  in 
that  system. 

The  morning  hour  having  elapsed — the  house, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  again  went  info  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks 
in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  committee 
at  large  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  went  into  an 
argumentative  speech,  which  he  concluded  at  the 
hour  of  recess.  The  floor  was  obtained  by  Mr. 
Tillinghast.  The  house  then  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Tillinghast,  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  in  op- 
position to  the  objects  and  principles  of  the  bill, 
and  concluded  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  8 o’clock. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Colquitt. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Saturday,  June  20.  The  act  in  addition  to  the 
acts  in  relation  to  the  judicial  system  of  the  U. 
States  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Tlfe  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  Curtis, 
from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to  print  copies 
of  a chart  of  certain  portions  of  the  southern  coast, 
coming  up  in  its  order — Mr.  Petrikin  hoped  it 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  Mr.  Habersham  made  a 
few  explanations  as  to  the  necessity  and  impor- 
tance of  the  chart,  and  was  sure,  he  said,  that  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Petrikin) 
understood  the  merits  of  the  matter,  he  would  not 
make  a word  of  objection. 

Afterafew  remarks  from  Mr.  Briggs—  Mr.  Davis, 
of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing, “and  that  5,000  copies  of  the  geological  report 
lately  submitted  to  this  house  for  the  use  of  the 
members  thereof,  be  printed  under  the  direction  of 
the  topographical  bureau,”  and  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Petrikin  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  having  been  taken,  were 
yeas  71,  nays  96.  So  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table  was  rejected.  And  the  ques- 
tion recurring  on  the  demand  forthe  previous  ques- 
tion, there  was  a second.  Mr.  Briggs  asked  the 


yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question;  but 
they  were  refused.  And  the  main  question  (being 
first  on  the  amendment,  and  then  on  tbe  original 
resolution)  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Biiggs  then  raised  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
could  not  now  be  entertained,  because  all  such  mo- 
tions, by  the  rule,  were  required  to  lie  over  one  day. 

And  the  speaker  having  so  decided — Mr.  Davis 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution;  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  lay  it 
or.  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  P. 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution; which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  93,  nays  82.  So  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Virginia,  rose  to  submit  a motion  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
sub  treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Bell  requested  Mr.  Jones  to  waive  the  mo- 
tion for  a moment,  to  enable  him  to  otter  a resolu- 
tion from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Jones  was  willing  to  do  so,  he  said,  if  the 
resolution  would  not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  Bell  said  if  it  should  do  so  he  would  pledge 
himself  not  to  press  it  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Jones  having  then  yielded  the  floor — Mr. 
Bell  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a resolution,  (which 
was  read  for  information),  providing  that  so  much 
of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
March  the  7th  as  declares  it  inexpedient  tosuspend 
the  1st  and  2d  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1st  Novem- 
ber, 1837,  with  the  Winnebago  Indians,  should  be 
rescinded. 

Several  gentleman  having  riren — Mr.  Jones,  of 
Virginia,  seeing,  he  said,  that  there  would  be  de- 
bate, submitted  his  motion  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  of  going  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  Banks, 
of  Virginia,  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Colquitt  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed the  committee  at  great  length  in  favor  of 
the  bill;  and  having  concluded — he  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  same  side. 

And,  at  half  past  2 o’clock,  the  house  took  the 
usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Rhett  resumed  and  con- 
cluded his  remarks  in  support  of  the  bill;  and  was 
followed,  on  the  same  side,  by  Mr.  Wugener,  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  continued  to  speak  till  past  five 
o’clock,  when  Mr.  Cooper  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  ayes  were  45,  the 
noes  44  So  the  committee  rose. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Hoffman  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Hubbard  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
54,  nays  51.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  22.  Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  wish- 
ed to  offer  the  following  resolution. 

Whereas  the  senate  bill  No.  127,  entitled  “an  act  for 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement 
of  the  pubiic  revenue,’’  was  taken  up  in  committee  of 
the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  20th 
of  May  last,  and  has  been  under  discussion  to  this  time: 
and  whereas  the  period  has  arrived  when  it  is  proper 
to  close  the  present  session  of  congress  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible;  and  whereas  much  of  the  indispensa- 
ble public  business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on:  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  said  bill  from  and  after  Fri- 
day next,  unless  the  same  shall  be  repoi  ted  to  the  house 
at  an  earlier  day;  and  that  said  bill,  with  sucli  amend- 
ments, if  any,  as  shall  have  been  adopted  in  said  com- 
mittee,shall  be  taken  up  in  the  house  on  Saturday  next, 
at  twelve  o’clock  noon,  and  be  the  special  order  until 
finally  disposed  of,  reserving  to  said  committee  the 
right,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  house,  to  report  the 
same  sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Clifford  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended  to  admit  of  the  reception  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was 
ordered;  but  the  roll  having  been  called,  further 
proceedings  were  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  for  suspending  the  rules  was  then  de- 
cided, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  109,  nays 
76.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  a mo- 
tion to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  which  pre- 
vailing, the  house  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury hill. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  floor  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  but  wished,  in  the  outset,  to 
refer  to  a matter  personal  to  himself.  He  then 
quoted  an  article  in  the  Globe  of  the  9th  of  May 


last,  in  which  reference  was  made  to  the  circum- 
stances attending  Mr.  C’s  election  to  congress. 

He  was  about  replying  to  its  language,  w hich  he 
charged  as  being  not  only  suppressio  veri,  but  also 
suggestio  falsi,  when  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina, 
called  him  to  order  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

A desultory  discussion  ensued  on  the  point  ol  or- 
der, in  which  Messrs.  Wise,  Rhett,  Ramsey,  Mor- 
gan, Hopkins  and  Montgomery  took  part;  the  issue 
of  which  was,  that  the  chair  decided  Mr.  Cooper 
not  to  be  in  order,  and  he  declined  to  press  the  ex- 
planation he  had  desired  to  present.  Mr.  C.  then 
went  into  a discussion  of  the  bill,  which  he  conti- 
nued till  past  12  o’clock,  when  the  floor  was  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Rayner,  of  N.  Carolina,  who  spoke 
at  large  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill  until  the 
expiration  of  the  morning  session,  without  conclud- 
ing. The  house  then  took  its  daily  recess  till  4 
o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Rayner  concluded  his  re- 
marks at  a little  past  six  o’clock. 

Mr.  Holleman  then  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  at  length  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  not  concluded  when,  between  8 and  9 o’clock, 
lie  gave  way  to  a motion  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  prevailing,  the  committe  rose. 

And  tbe  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  23.  The  journal  of  yesterday  hav- 
ing been  read  Mr.  Wise  rose  and  asked  leave  to  of- 
fer a joint  resolution  fixing  Saturday,  the  11th  day 
of  July,  at  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  the  day  for 
the  termination  of  the  present  session  of  congress. 
Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  Wise  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  W’as 
ordered.  And  the  roll  having  been  called,  114 
members  answered  to  their  names.  And  the  names 
of  the  absentees  having  been  called,  149  members 
appeared  to  be  present.  The  doors  of  the  hall  were 
then  closed.  Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings be  dispensed  with;  which  motion,  by  ayes 
89,  noes  not  counted,  was  agreed  to.  And  the  ques- 
tion then  recurred  and  was  taken  on  tbe  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
yeas  75,  nays  94. 

Mr.  .8  da  ms  presented  a work  on  political  econo- 
my, by  Daniel  Raymond,  of  Maryland;  which,  on 
motion  ol  Mr.  A.  was  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the 
library  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports,  commencing  with  the  committee  on 
the  post  office  and  post  roads,  (where  the  call  had 
yesterday  been  suspended). 

A number  of  reports  were  made,  of  which  an  ac- 
count will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
made  the  following  report: 

“The  committee  on  manufactures,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  bill  from  the  senate,  No.  218,  entitled  “An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  produc- 
tions ol  the  fine  arts,”  have  taken  the  same  into  consi- 
deration; and,  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  is 
a bill  for  raising  revenue,  and  therefore,  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  article  1,  section  7,  exclu- 
sively within  the  competency  of  this  house  to  originate, 
they  have  diiected  their  chairman  to  report  the  said  bill 
without  amendment,  and  with  the  expression  of  their 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  pass:  but,  presuming  that  it 
passed  the  senate  by  inadvertence,  the  committee  pro- 
pose to  the  house  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  senate,  No.  218,  be  indefinitely  postponed.’’ 

The  bill  referred  to  is  in  the  following  words: 

Be  it  enacted , <)c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  statuary  and  paintings,  the  production  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, may  be  imported  into  the  United  Slate's  free  of 
duty;  and  thatalj  other  statuary  and  paintings  shall  be 
subject  to  a duty  of  ten  per  cent.” 

And  the  resolution  having  been  adopted,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  bill  was  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

‘Resolved,’ I hat  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  this 
house  ol  the  7th  of  March  last,  as  declared  the  expedi- 
ency of  suspending  the  further  execution  of  the  1st  and 
2d  clauses  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  made  with  the 
Winnebago  Indians  in  1837,  be  rescinded.” 

The  morning  hour  having  elapsed,  the  house, 
(pending  this  question),  on  motion  of  xMr.  Jones,  of 
Virginia,  suspended  the  rules  and  w-ent  again  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union 
(Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair)  on  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Holleman  resumed  his  remarks  in  favor 
thereof,  and  concluded  at  twenty  minutes  before  2 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Jenifer  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

And,  at  half  past  two  o’clock,  the  house  took  the 
usual  recess. 
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Otis  Allen.  We  learn  that  this  notorious  indivi- 
dual was  arrested  between  here  and  Mackinaw,  on  his 
■way  to  Detroit,  by  the  sheriff  of  Erie  county,  New 
York,  on  a requisition  from  the  governor  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  for  some  offence  charged  to  have  been 
committed  by  him  in  that  state.  The  boat  in  which 
Allen  was  going  down,  and  that  in  which  the  officer 
was  coming  up  met,  and  the  latter  very  unceremonious- 
ly transhipped  himself  and  took  possession  of  his  prize. 

[Chicago  paper. 

Artificial  rain.  Professor  Espy  has  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette, 
in  which  he  refers  to  his  discovery  of  the  mode  of 
producing  rain  by  artificial  means,  in  the  following 
terms: 

As  to  the  possibility  of  producing  rains  artificially 
in  time  of  drought,  I learned  from  major  Tenney  and 
Mr.  Ogden,  of  Louisiana,  that  they  had  both  separate- 
ly tried  the  experiment  last  summer  in  time  of  a most 
distressing  drought  with  entire  success.  Major  Ten- 
ney saw  the  cloud  form  over  the  fire  and  the  rain  come 
down  through  the  clear  blue  sky  below,  and  Mr.  Og- 
den informed  me  that  it  rained  on  all  his  neighbors 
east  of  him  but  not  in  the  west.  One  of  these  gentle- 
men saved  a large  mass  of  limber  which  had  been  cut 
down  to  clear  his  land,  and  the  other  had  a salt  marsh 
on  the  west  of  his  farm,  which  burns  freely  in  time  of 
drought. 

I request  gentlemen  who  may  have  the  means  of  try- 
ing this  experiment  during  my  absence,  to  send  an  ac- 
count of  their  success  or  failure  to  Win.  Hamilton,  esq. 
actuary  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia.  They 
must  set  fire  to  their  materials  only  when  all  the  follow- 
ing circumstances  concur.  A drought — a calm  air — or 
a very  gentle  breeze  from  the  eastward — a clear  day, 
and  a high  dew-point.  This  latter  may  be  ascertained 
by  putting  a thermometer  (Fahrenheit)  into  a tumbler 
of  water  and  finding  how  many  degrees  it  will  have  to 
be  below  the  temperature  of  the  air  from  12  to  2 o’clock 
in  the  days  that  the  vapor  in  the  air  will  condense  on  its 
outside. 

The  highest  temperature  at  which  it  will  condense  is 
called  the  dew-point,  and  if  it  should  not  be  more  than 
ten  degrees  below  the  temperature  of  the  air  at  noon  it 
may  be  considered  favorable;  and  if  it  should  be  less 
than  ten  degrees  it  would  be  better.  I hope  this  expe- 
riment will  be  repeatedly  tried  this  summer,  and  the 
news  of  success  reach  me  in  a foreign  land. 

If  it  should  succeed,  it  is  probable  the  rain  will  widen 
out  from  the  place  of  beginning,  moving  eastwardly  or 
southeastwardly  until  it  reaches  the  Atlantic,  not  rain- 
ing much,  if  any,  west  of  the  place  of  commencement. 
Nothing  however  but  experiments  can  decide  these 
points,  and  others  which  might  be  named  such  as  whe- 
ther the  steam  power  in  the  air  may  he  so  kept  down  by 
regular  artificial  rains  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  tor- 
nadoes and  destructive  hail  storms  which  can  only  oc- 
cur when  the  dew-point  is  high. 

The  following  confirmation  of  Mr.  Espy’s  theory 
of  producing  artificial  rain  occurred  last  fall  near  Smeth- 
pon,  McKean  co.  Pa.  It  is  reported  by  the  editor  of 
the  Smethport  Tiler.  The  weather  had  been  very  dry 
for  several  weeks,  when  Mr.  John  Holmes  set  fire  to 
seven  acres  of  very  heavy  fallow  land,  just  back  of  the 
town.  The  heat  and  smoke  arising  from  it  was  tre- 
mendous, and  the  same  night  a storm  of  rain  fell  at 
Smethport  and  vicinity.  The  weather  was  then  clear 
for  a day  or  two,  until  Mr.  H.  had  logged  up  his  fallow 
land  and  fired  his  log  heaps,  when  the  rain  began  again 
and  continued  for  several  days;  only  clearing  up  when 
the  fuel  was  consumed.  [Philad.  Nat.  Gaz. 

Query  now. — Was  this  “artificial  rain,”  or  real  bona 
fide  rain? 

Book-keeping. — An  exposition  of  this  science,  by 
single  or  double  entry,  by  Henry  Alexander,  esq. 
of  Baltimore,  has  been  obligingly  laid  upon  our  desk 
by  the  author.  Without  pretending  sufficient  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subject  to  adventure  an  opinion  upon  its 
merit,  we  notice  the  recommendation  of  Christian 
Mayer,  esq.  than  whom,  per  haps,  no  man  in  the  com- 
munity is  better  qualified  to  pronounce.  The  tabular 
exhibit  of  the  whole  system  in  a single  sheet,  which  is 
a part  of  the  pamphlet,  simplifies  the  process — and  the 
brief  compass  into  which  the  whole  expose  is  compress- 
ed, say  fifteen  or  twenty  pages,  strikes  us  as  much 
nearer  the  measure  the  theme  actually  requires,  than 
any  treaties  we  have  met  with  upon  the  subject. 

Cotton. — For  items  respecting  prices,  &c.  in  Eu- 
rope, see  the  first  page  of  this  number. 

The  amount  of  cotton  received  at  Mobile  since  the  1st 
of  October  last,  is  440,000  bales.  Of  this  133,715  bales 
still  remain  on  hand. 

Counterfeits.  One  broker  alone  in  Philadelphia 
has  detected  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  counterfeit 
notes  of  the  Delaware  bank,  within  the  last  eight  days. 

W.  B.  Dabney.  The  Richmond  Compiler  says: 
“Wm.  B.  Dabney  has  been  tried  before  the  mayor,  and 
committed  for  trial  before  an  examining  court.  The 
mayor  did  not  think  his  case  bailable. 

Daguerreotype.  A gentleman  who  had  sat  half  a 
minute  to  have  his  miniature  taken  by  the  Daguerreo- 
type, was  surprised,  on  looking  at  the  picture,  to  see  a 
spot  on  his  cheek  which  he  was  sure  did  not  belong  to 
him.  Daguerre  would  have  been  set  down  a liar  at 
once,  but  for  his  well-established  reputation  of  always 
speaking  the  truth;  yet  there  was  a plain  contradiction 
between  the  picture  and  the  original,  as  they  both  stood 


together.  A microscope  was  brought,  and  then  the 
spot  was  seen  to  be  the  well-defined  miniature  of  a fly, 
who  had  seized  that  occasion  to  get  his  own  likeness 
taken,  and  so  had  stood  upon  the  gentleman’s  cheek 
unobserved.  [IV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Deaths.  The  Albany  Argus  of  the  17th  announces 
the  death  of  Edward  Livingston,  esq.  long  known  as  a 
public  man.  He  has  held  various  official  stations — 
clerk  of  the  assembly,  district  attorney,  city  representa- 
tive, and  speaker  of  the  assembly,  the  duties  of  which 
he  discharged  creditably  and  ably. 

We  observe  the  death,  at  Newburgh,  Orange  co.  of 
gen.  Chauncey  Belknap,  aged  73.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  esteemed  and  distinguished  citizens  of  that  place. 


Dafoe,  the  ex-Canadian  patriot,  who  was  arrested 
at  Oswego  for  a conspiracy  to  blow  up  the  steamer 
Great  Britain,  has  confessed,  and  also  that  Lett  was 
his  accomplice. 

Emigrants.  There  have  arrived  at  the  New  York 
quarantine,  since  the  1st  of  April,  23,338  passengers 
from  foreign  ports,  and  742  from  other  ports — the 
greatest  number  ever  before  known  to  arrive  in  that 
space  of  time. 

The  number  at  Quebec,  from  the  opening  of  navi- 
gation until  the  13th  inst.  though  not  stated,  is  said  to 
show  an  increase  of  9,186  over  those  who  arrived  for 
the  same  period  last  year. 

Fanny  Ellsler's  reception  in  the  staid  city  of  Penn, 
seems  to  have  been  as  enthusiastic  as  among  us  more 
volatile  New  Yorkers.  She  was  greeted  “with  cheer- 
ing, shouting,  stamping,  clapping  and  all  kinds  of  ex- 
pressive critical  and  popular  approval.’’  [San. 

Episcopacy.  The  king  of  Prussia  has  instructed  his 
ambassador  at  the  court  ol  St.  James,  to  ask  the  bishop 
of  London  whether  he  will  consent  to  consecrate  some 
Protestant  bishops  for  the  Prussian  states.  It  is  believed 
the  application  will  be  granted. 

Eldridge,  fine  arts  and  idiocy.  Two  or  three  days 
since,  a letter  addressed  to  William  M.  Eldridge,  the 
forger,  was  taken  from  the  post  office,  and  found  to 
contain  a receipt  for  one  box,  directed  to  him,  for  trans- 
portation from  New  York  to  this  city.  On  application 
at  the  steamboat  office,  the  box,  a large  flat  one,  was 
obtained,  and,  opening  it  before  a magistrate,  its  con- 
tents proved  to  be  a fine  European  copy  of,  we  believe, 
one  of  Raphael’s  paintings,  in  a splendid  gilt  frame. — 
The  doctor  appears  to  have  been  an  admirer  of  fine 
arts.  We  learn  that  he  conducts  himself  at  the  prison 
in  rather  a singular  manner:  from  his  entrance  on 
Thusday  up  to  Monday  last,  he  spoke  but  little,  and 
appeared  continually  dissolved  in  tears.  On  Monday 
last,  he  left  off  the  lachrymose  style,  and  set  up  for  an 
idiot,  in  which  line  he  is  said  to  have  been  doing  a 
pretty  strong  business  up  to  the  present  writing. 

[Plula.  North  American. 

Exchange  upon  England  at  New  York  is  down  to 
6a7;  at  Baltimore,  10  l-2all;  domestic  exchange  as  in 
last  Register. 

Furs.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  5th  says:  “two 
Mackinaw  boats  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Council 
Bluffs,  loaded  with  buffalo  robes  and  skins  for  the  Ame- 
rican Fur  company.” 


Flour.  The  information  brought  bv  the  Great 
Western  has  had  the  effect  of  slightly  depressing  the 
price  of  flour.  The  prospect  of  good  crops  abroad  pre- 
vents shipment.  There  will  be  a loss  upon  what  has 
been  adventured  to  Eu-ope. 

Price  at  the  latest  date. 


"NT oiitVavI  v $4  56a4  62 
New  York,  J 4 25;l4  37 

Boston,  4 50a4  87 
Portland,  4 62a5  00 
Philadelphia,  4 42a4  62 
Wilmington,  4 50a0  00 
Baltimore,  4 50a4  62 
Alexandria,  4 40n0  00 
Georgetown,  4 40a0  00 
Richmond,  4 50a4  56 
Fredericksb’g,  4 25a4  50 
Charleston,  5 50a0  00 
We  have  never  known 


Savannah, 

$5  50a0  00 

Mobile, 

4 00a4  a5 

New  Orleans, 

3 50u0  00 

Louisville, 

3 00a 3 12 

Cincinnati, 

3 OOaO  00 

Pittsburg, 

2 50a2  75 

Wheeling, 

2 75a0  00 

Detroit, 

3 00a 3 25 

Cleaveland, 

3 25a3  50 

Buffalo, 

3 60u0  00 

Rochester, 

3 82a4  00 

generally  so  low. 


The  kidnappers.  A quondam  wood  chopper,  and 
more  recently  reporter  to  a New  Orleans  paper,  to- 
gether with  a Kentuckian,  have  been  caught  in  Na- 
ehez  and  caged  for  attempting  to  steal  negroes. 


Lake  Erie.  Singular  phenomenon.  During  the 
night  of  May  25th,  the  water  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the 
bay  and  river  at  Toleda,  began  suddenly  to  rise,  and 
soon  swelled  to  a height,  in  front  of  the  town,  never 
before  witnessed  by  the  oldest  inhabitants.  The  night 
was  calm  and  still — -no  wind  or  storm  had  been 
observed  to  sweep  over  the  country,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  black  and  eddying  clouds  that  had  appeared 
in  the  horizon  about  sunset.  There  was  no  waves  nor 
unusual  commotions  in  the  water;  yet  it  rose,  in  the 
space  of  a few  brief  hours,  full  four  feet  above  its  ordi- 
nary level,  and  nearly  a foot  higher  than  it  has  before 
been  known  to  rise.  What  is  the  cause,  or  whence 
came  this  mighty  swelling  of  the  waters? 


Members  of  congress.  Mr.  Corwin,  whose  illness 
we  noticed  in  the  last  Register,  was  convalescent  when 
last  heard  from. 

At  Washington, on  Wednesday,  the  hon.  Kanneth 
Rayner  was  fined  $50  for.  an  assault  and  battery  on 
the  hon.  W.  Montgomery,  in  the  capitol. 


Missionary.  We  perceive  that  the  rev.  Daniel  P. 
Kidder,  Methodist  missionary  to  Rio  Janeiro, Juts  re- 
turned, having  lost  his  young  and  estimable  lady,  who 
fell  a victim  to  gastric  fever,  on  the  16th  of  April,  at 
Rio.  Mr.  K.  has  thus  unexpectedly  been  obliged  to 
return  to  his  native  land,  bringing  with  him  his  two 
infant  children,  one  of  whom  was  still  at  the  breast, 
when  the  mother  was  called  away,  after  an  illness  of 
ten  days.  In  this  bereavement  Mr.  K.  will  have  the 
sympathy  and  condolence  of  very  many  at  home  and 
abroad.  [iV.  York  Com.  Adv. 

The  Newport  Mercury  completed  the  82d  year  of 
its  publication  on  Saturday  last.  The  Mercury  was 
first  published  in  175S,  by  James  Franklin,  elder  brother 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Price  current.  The  price  of  performing  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  in  Iowa  territory,  is  three  goat  skins 
or  four  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes. 

Printing.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  says:  A 
few  weeks  since  a newspaper,  printed  in  one  of  the 
western  states,  was  exhibited  to  us,  as  a specimen  of  a 
new  method  of  printing,  by  means  of  a press  so  con- 
structed that  the  paper  is  made  to  pass  through  it,  and 
receive  the  impression,  as  it  comes  from  the  paper  mill, 
before  it  is  cut  into  sheets.  We  have  since  seen  a spe- 
cimen of  stereotype  printing,  in  which  an  entire  book 
was  printed  in  this  way.  The  plates  are  placed  upon 
two  rollers,  one  for  printing  each  side  of  the  paper,  the 
size  of  the  roller  requiring  to  be  increased  according  to 
the  dimensions  of  the  book,  or  the  number  of  pages  to 
be  printed  at  one  operation.  The  specimen  to  which 
we  refer,  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
pages  of  a common  12mo.  size.  The  plates  being  thus 
arranged,  in  their  proper  order,  the  paper  is  made  to 
passover  these  rollers,  and  to  receive  an  impression  on 
both  sides,  being  wound  from  the  roll  into  which  it  is 
formed  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  and  after  being 
printed  and  dried,  being  again  rolled  up,  in  a state 
ready  for  the  binder.” 

Soap  and  candles  by  steam.  The  New  York  Star 
says — “Hull  & Son  have,  at  the  head  of  Cliff  street, 
an  entire  row  of  four  story  brick  buildings,  in  which 
their  business  is  extensively  carried  on  by  steam  pro- 
cess— the  only  factory  of  that  kind,  we  believe,  in  the 
union.  All  the  boiling  in  iron  vats,  of  heavy  tonnage, 
is  carried  on  by  steam,  and  the  heat  graduated  by 
valves.  They  manufacture  about  fifty  thousand  pounds 
ol  yellow  soap,  extra  No.  1,  weekly.  By  the  steam  pro- 
cess, the  Messrs.  Hulls  have  been  enabled  to  fall  back 
on  the  old  system  of  using  only  33  per  cent,  of  rosin, 
and  their  slabs  of  yellow  soap  are  now  turned  out  of 
the  moulds  with  great  firmness  and  consistency,  and  at 
a mere  fraction  higher  than  the  poor  article.  They  also 
manufacture  about  20,000  pounds  weekly  of  fancy  soaps: 
cut,  stamped,  perfumed  and  put  into  boxes,  which  are 
made  on  the  premises  and  shipped  to  order  for  different 
markets.  Some  time  ago  we  saw  in  an  English  paper 
an  account  of  a process  of  bleaching  tallow,  so  as  to 
bring  it  to  the  consistency  and  purity  of  spermaceti. — 
Of  this  article  preparation  is  making  at  this  factory  to 
commence  ex’snsively  on  this  improvement,  and  we  saw 
several  specimens  of  bleached  tallow,  and  of  the  hard 
refined  mould  candles,  for  which  a patent  has  been  ob- 
tained. A large  amount  is  made  weekly.  While  we 
are  constantly  directing  public  attention  to  places  of 
amusement  for  the  gratification  of  taste,  we  should  not 
neglect  noticing  establishments  like  this,  of  real  domes- 
tic. utility. 

Steamers.  Lieut.  Radford,  of  the  British  navy,  is 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  steam  vessels  should  not  be  less 
than  twenty  thousand  tons  measurement,  and  that  a 
mast,  like  Noah’s  ark,  is  the  best  form  for  such  a ship. 

The  Britannia,  one  of  Mr.  Cunaro’s  line,  is  advertis- 
ed to  depart  from  Liverpool  for  Halifax  positively  on  the 
1st  of  July. 

The  consignees  of  the  British  and  American  steam 
navigation  company  have  received  advices  by  the  Great 
Western  that  the  new  and  powerful  steam  ship  Presi- 
dent, to  be  commanded  by  capt.  Fayrer,  will  be  ready 
for  trial  on  the  20th  of  June.  She  will  take  her  place 
in  the  line  on  the  1st  of  August,  from  Liverpool,  and 
will  depart  from  that  port  again  on  the  1st  of  October 
and  December.  The  British  Queen  will  leave  London 
on  the  1st  of  July,  September  and  November. 

Stocks.  The  news  by  the  Great  Western  has  not 
materially  affected  the  stock  market  in  this  country. — • 
U.  States  bank  at  New  York  75;  at  Philadelphia  77. 

Steamboat  collisions.  Several  dangerous  collisions 
have  recently  occurred.  One  at  New  York  a few  days 
since,  in  which  the  De  Wit  Clinton  is  accused  of  hav- 
ing purposely  attempted  to  run  down  the  Napoleon.— 
The  captain  of  the  latter  fired  three  shot  at  the  pilot  of 
the  former,  and  to  that  he,  as  well  as  most  of  his  pas- 
sengers have  publicly  certified  their  belief,  that  they  owe 
their  preservation.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a severe  scru- 
tiny will  be  instituted  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  this  case, 
in  order  that  public  confidence  maybe  reassured  by  an 
exemplary  punishment  if  it  shall  appear  to  have  been 
merited.  The  lives  of  passengers  ought  not  to  be  sport- 
ed with,  however  warm  the  competition  may  grow  be- 
tween proprietors. 

The  Boston  papers  contain  an  account  of  three  se- 
veral attempts  made  by  the  steamer  Huntress,  in  Boston 
bay,  to  run  down  the  Portland,  both  of  them  being  fill- 
ed with  passengers;  in  this  concussion  the  assailing  boat 
was  most  injured. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

A.  B.  Morton,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Mil- 
waulcie,  Wislconsin,  from  the  5th  of  July,  1840, 
when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Sexton  W.  Norris,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Indiannapolis,  Indiana,  from  the  1st  of  July, 
1840,  when  his  present  cominision  will  expire. 

Charles  C.  Hascall,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Genesee,  Michigan,  from  the  5th  of  July, 
1840,  when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Matthew  Lieper,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  from  the  10th  of  July, 
1S40,  when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Nimrod  E.  Benson,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  from  the  14th  of 
July,  1840,  when  his  present  commission  will  ex- 
pire. 

Rufus  Parks,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Milwaukee,  Wislconsin,  from  the  5th  of  July,  1840, 
when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Daniel  T.  Witter,  to  be  receiverof  public  moneys 
at  Washington,  Wislconsin,  from  the  10th  of  July, 
1840,  when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Consul.  Thomas  A.  Dexter  has  been  officially 
recognised  as  consul  of  Texas  for  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton. 


West  Point.  The  annual  examination  at  the 
West  Point  academy  was  closed  on  the  25th  June, 
the  board  of  visiters  having  appointed  the  right  rev 
bishp  Onderdonk,  of  New  York  as  president. 

The  vice  president.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  has 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Van  Buren  and  John- 
son democratic  association  of  the  fifth  ward,  N.  L. 
and  will  visit  this  city  some  time  during  the  next 
month. 

Vol.  VIII— Sig.  18. 


Duties.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter 
of  instruction  from  the  comptroller  ol  the  treasury 
to  the  collector  of  the  port  ot  Boston: 

Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  office,  June  15,  1840. 

It  is  deemed  expedient  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  following  recent  decisions  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

1.  That  table  covers  of  worsted  and  undyed  linen, 
worsted  and  linen  sealers  or  sealiols,  and  worsted  and 
linen  hearth  rugs  are  liable  only  to  the  duly  ol  15 
percent,  ad  valorem  as  non-enuinerated  articles, 
under  the  act  of  14th  July,  1S22,  24th  article  ol  the 
3d  section. 

2.  That  worsted  or  woalen  cravats,  or  neck  com- 
forts, and  worsted  or  woolen  knit  drawers  and  shirts, 
are  liable  only  to  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, as  hosiery. 

3.  That  twist  of  silk  alone,  of  silk  and  mohair  or 
of  silk  and  any  other  material  where  silk  is  of  chief 
value,  is  exempt  from  duty. 

Note.  Where  worsted  is  the  material  of  chief 
value,  the  article,  in  accordance  with  the  decisions 
in  the  case  of  sealiots,  &c.  is  chargeable  with  the 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  a non-enume- 
rated  article. 

4.  That  the  sacks  or  bags  in  which  salt  is  import- 
ed, are  not  chargeable  with  duty. 

5.  That  polished  plate  glass,  imported  and  vended 
for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  windows,  is  liable 
to  duty’only  as  window  glass. 

6.  That  enamelled  mosaics  not  composed  of  pre- 
cious stones,  but  of  a composition  similar  to,  but 
finer  and  heavier  than  glass,  are  exempt  from  duty. 

The  state  of  the  treasury.  The  New  York 
American,  referring  to  the  report  made  to  the  U.  S. 
senate  by  the  treasury  department,  says: 

Mr.  Woodbury,  it  seems,  has  reported  to  congress 
that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  the  customs 
were  six  millions,  from  1st  January  to  1st  June. — 
For  the  whole  remainder  of  the  year,  they  wili,  we 
venture  to  say,  fall  short  of  that  sum;  for  the  custom 
house  in  this  city — and  we  presume  it  slill  more  so 
elsewhere — is  deserted;  nothing  doing,  comparative- 
ly, and  nothing  expected. 

Moreover,  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  the  six 
months’  bonds  for  the  fall  importations  of  last  year 
fell  due;  but  for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  there  is 
no  such  resource — for  few,  indeed,  and  far  between, 
have  been  the  importations. 

The  president,  in  his  opening  message  to  con- 
gress, congratulated  them  upon  the  flourishing  state 
of  our  finances,  and  although  he  admitted  that  our 
revenue  would  decrease,  he  saw  no  difficulties  about 
deriving  the  amount  required,  which,  upon  the  most 
economical  scale  of  expenditure,  he  estimated  at 
twenty-one  millions  for  1840 — from  the  ordinary 
receipts. 

It  is,  we  apprehend,  certain,  that  in  this  expec- 
tation— if  really  entertained — lie  will  be  deceived. 
The  five  last  months  have  produced,  from  all  sources, 
a little  over  seven  millions.  Where  are  the  other 
fourteen  to  come  from,  even  supposing,  which  we 
do  not  believe,  that  the  expenditures  can  be  kept 
down  to  twenty-one  millions? 

We  think  it  hazardous  to  predict,  that  congress 
will  not  break  up,  without,  even,  at  this  late  day, 
some  application  from  the  treasury  lor  more  money 
in  the  shape  of  treasury  notes. 

Revenue.  Report  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. Treasury  department,  18 th  June,  1840. 

Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with 
a resolution  passed  by  the  senate,  on  the  17th  inst. 
in  the  following  words: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  the  senate  a precise  statement  of  the  re- 
venues actually  received,  from  all  sources,  between  the 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  and  first  day  of  the  present 
month,  so  far  as  ascertained  at  this  time.” 

The  answer  to  this  inquiry  must  be  made  in  part 
from  the  running  account  of  receipts;  and  hence  all 
of  it  cannot  be  stated  with  entire  accuracy,  from  the 
final  settlements.  But  it  will  be  given  from  precise 
■data,  where  attainable,  and  in  all  cases  with  suffi- 
cient correctness  for  every  general  purpose. 

The  revenues,  not  including  the  post  office  or 
trust  funds,  actually  received  into  the  treasury  from 
the  1st  January,  1840,  to  the  1st  June,  1840,  as  far 
as  ascertained  at  this  time,  have  been: 


From  customs. 
Lands, 

Miscellaneous, 


£6,091,959  00 
1,396,202  00 
32,676  00 

#7,520,837  00 


Within  that  period  there  has  also 
been  made  available,  or  collected 
from  former  deposite  banks,  on 
their  bonds,  522,128  00 

And  from  the  issue  of  new  treasury 

notes,  1,427,166  00 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  another  remark  connect- 
ed with  this  subject.  Under  an  expectation  that  the 
adjournment  of  congress  will  not  take  place  till  the 
next  month,  this  department  has  intended,  and  pre- 
vious to  that  event,  still  intends  to  submit,  through 
the  appropriate  committees,  a statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  whole  of-the  first  half  of  the  year,  ac- 
companied by  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  du- 
ring the  same  period,  and  by  such  suggestions 
concerning  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  the  last 
half  of  the  year,  as  the  experience  of  the  last  seven 
months  which  shall  have-elapsed  since  the  session 
of  congress  commenced,  may  appear  to  require. — 
Very  respectfully,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  president  of  the  senate. 
The  U.  States  revenue  for  the  first  five  months 
of  this  year,  amounted  to  #9,470,131. 

Northeastern  eoundary.  The  following  mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren,  his  secretary. 

To  the  senate:  The  importantnee  of  the  subject  to 
the  tranquillity  of  our  country  makes  it  proper  that 
I should  communicate  to  the  senate,  in  addition  to 
the  information  heretofore  transmitted  in  reply  to 
their  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  the  co- 
py of  a letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Fox,  announc- 
ing the  determination  of  the  British  government  to 
consent  to  the  principles  of  our  last  proposition  for 
the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  northeastern 
boundary,  with  a copy  of  the  answer  made  to  it  by 
the  secretary  of  state.  I cannot  doubt  that,  with 
the  sincere  disposition  which  actuates  both  govern- 
ments to  prevent  any  other  than  an  amicable  termi- 
nation of  the  controversy.it  will  be  found  practica- 
ble so  to  arrange  the  details  of  a conventional 
agreement  on  the  principles  alluded  to  as  to  etfect 
that  object. 

The  British  commissioners,  in  their  report  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Fox,  express  an  opinion  that  the 
true  line  of  the  treaty  of  1783  is  materially  differ- 
ent from  that  so  long  contended  for  by  Great  Britain. 
The  report  is  altogether  ex  parte  in  its  character,  and 
has  not  yet,  as  far  as  we  are  informed,  been  adopted 
by  the  British  government.  It  has,  however,  as- 
sumed a form  sufficiently  authentic  and  important 
to  justify  the  belief  that  it  is  to  be  used  hereafter  by 
the  Britisli  government  in  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary,  and  as  it  differs  essentially  from 
the  line  claimed  by  the  United  States,  an  immediate 
preparatory  exploration  and  survey  on  our  part,  by 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  of  the 
portions  of  the  territory  therein  more  particularly 
brought  into  view,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  proper. 
If  congress  concur  with  me  in  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, a provision  by  them  to  enable  the  executive  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  will  be  necessary. 

M.  YAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  27th  June,  1840. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  June  22,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  U. 
States,  by  order  of  his  government,  the  accompany- 
ing printed  copies  of  a report  and  map  which  have 
been  presented  to  her  majesty’s  government  by  co- 
lonel Mudge  and  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  the  com- 
missioners employed  during  the  last  season  to  sur- 
vey the  disputed  territory. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  to  say,  that  it  will 
of  course  have  become  the  duty  of  her  majesty’s 
government  to  lay  The  said  report  and  map  before 
parliament;  hut  tier  majesty ’s  government  have  been 
desirous,  as  a mark  of  courtesy  and  consideration 
towards  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that 
documents  bearing  upon  a question  of  so  much  in- 
terest and  importance  to  the  two  countries,  should. 
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in  the  first  instance,  be  communicated  to  the  presi- 
dent. The  documents  had  been  officially  placed  in 
the  hands  of  her  majesty’s  government,  only  a few 
days  previously  to  the  date  of  the  instruction  ad- 
dressed to  the  undersigned. 

Her  majesty’s  government  feel  an  unabated  desire 
to  bring  the  long  pending  questions  connected  with 
the  boundary  between  the  U.  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  North  America,  to  a final  and  satis- 
factory settlement;  being  well  aware  that  questions 
of  this  nature,  as  long  as  they  remain  open  between 
two  countries,  must  be  the  source  of  frequent  irri- 
tation on  both  sides,  and  are  liable  at  any  moment 
to  lead  to  events  that  may  endanger  the  existence  of 
friendly  relations. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  questions  at  issue  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  U.  States,  must  be  beset  with 
various  and  really  existing  difficulties;  or  else  those 
questions  would  not  have  remained  open  ever  since 
the  year  1783,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  and  ear- 
nest endeavors  made  by  each  government  to  bring 
them  to  an  adjustment.  But  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment do  not  relinquish  the  hope  that  the  sincere  de- 
sire which  is  felt  by  both  parties  to  arrive  at  an  ami- 
cable settlement  will  at  length  be  attended  with 
success. 

The  best  clue  to  guide  the  two  governments  in 
their  future  proceedings,  rnay  perhaps  be  obtained 
by  an  examination  of  the ‘causes  of  past  failure — 
and  the  most  prominent  amongst  these  causes  has 
certainly  been  a want  of  correct  inlormation  as  to 
the  topographical  features  and  physical  character  of 
the  district  in  dispute. 

This  want  of  adequate  information  may  be  trac- 
ed as  one  of  the  difficulties  which  embarrassed  the 
Netherlands  government  in  its  endeavors  to  decide 
the  points  submitted  to  its  arbitration,  in  1830.  The 
same  has  been  felt  by  the  government  in  England: 
it  has  been  felt  and  admitted  by  the  government  of 
United  States,  and  <-ven  by  the  local  government  of 
the  contiguous  state  of  Maine. 

The  British  government  and  the  government  of 
the  United  States  agreed,  therefore,  two  years  ago, 
that  a survey  of  the  disputed  territory,  by  a joint 
commission,  would  be  the  measure  best  calculated 
to  elucidate  and  solve  the  questions  at  issue.  The 
president  proposed  such  a commission,  and  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  consented  to  it:  and  it  was  be- 
lieved by  her  majesty’s  government  that  the  general 
principles  upon  which  the  commission  was  to  be 
guided,  in  its  local  operations,  had  been  settled  by 
mutual  agreement,  arrived  at  by  means  of  a corres- 
pondence which  took  place  between  the  two  govern- 
ments in  1837  and  1838. 

Her  majesty’s  government  accordingly  transmit- 
ted, in  April  of  last  year,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
president,  the  draft  of  a convention  to  regulate  the 
proceedings  of  the  proposed  commission.  The  pre- 
amble of  that  draft  recited  textually  the  agreement 
that  had  been  come  to  by  means  of  notes  which  hail 
been  exchanged  between  the  two  governments;  and 
the  articles  of  the  draft  were  framed,  as  her  majes- 
ty’s government  considered,  in  strict  conformity 
with  that  agreement. 

But  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not 
think  proper  to  assent  to  the  convention  so  pro- 
posed. 

The  United  States  government  did  not  indeed  al- 
lege that  the  proposed  convention  was  at  variance 
with  the  result  of  the  previous  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  governments;  but  it  thought  that  the 
convention  would  establish  a commission  of  “mere 
exploration  and  survey;”  and  the  president  was  of 
opinion  that  the  step  next  to  be  taken  by  the  two 
governments, should  be  to  contract  stipulations  bear- 
ing upon  the  face  of  them  the  promise  of  a final  set- 
tlement, under  some  form  or  other,  and  within  a 
reasonable  time. 

The  United  States  government  accordingly  trans- 
mitted to  the  undersigned,  for  communication  to 
her  majesty’s  government,  in  the  month  of  July  last, 
a counter  draft  of  convention,  varying  considerably 
in  some  parts,  as  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States  admitted  in  his  letter  to  the  undersigned  of 
the  29th  of  July  last,  from  the  draft  proposed  by 
Great  Britain.  But  the  secretary  of  state  added  that 
the  United  States  government  did  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  comment  upon  the  alterations  so  made, 
as  the  text  itself  of  the  counter  draft  would  be  found 
sufficiently  perspicuous. 

Her  majesty’s  government  might  certainly  well 
have  expected  that  some  reasons  would  have  been 
given  to  explain  why  the  United  States  government 
declined  to  confirm  an  arrangement  which  was 
founded  upon  propositions  made  bv  that  government 
itself,  and  upon  modifications  to  which  that  govern- 
ment had  agreed,  or  that  if  the  American  govern- 
ment thought  the  draft  of  convention  thus  proposed 
was  notin  conformity  with  the  previous  agreement, 
it  would  have  pointed  out  in  what  respect  the  two 
Were  considered  to  differ. 


Her  majesty’s  government,  considering  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  boundary  question,  concur  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  thinking  that 
it  is  on  every  account  expedient  that  the  next  mea- 
sure to  be  adopted  by  the  two  governments  should 
contain  arrangements  which  wi  1 1 necessarily  lead  to 
a final  settlement;  and  they  think  that  the  conven- 
tion which  they  proposed  last  year  to  the  president, 
instead  of  being  framed  so  as  to  constitute  a mere 
commission  of  exploration  and  survey,  did,  on  the 
contrary,  contain  certain  stipulations  calculated  to 
lead'to  the  final  ascertainment  of  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

There  was,  however,  undoubtedly,  one  essential 
difference  between  the  British  draft  and  the  Ameri- 
can counter  draft.  The  British  draft  contained  no 
provision  embodying  the  principle  of  arbitration; 
the  American  counter  draft  did  contain  such  a pro- 
vision. 

The  British  draft  contained  no  provision  for  ar- 
bitration, because  the  principle  of  arbitration  had 
not  been  proposed  on  either  side  during  the  negotia- 
tions upon  which  that  draft  was  founded;  and  be- 
cause, moreover,  it  was  understood,  at  that  time, 
that  the  principle  of  arbitration  would  be  decidedly 
objected  to  by  the  United  States. 

But,  as  the  United  States  government  have  now 
expressed  a wish  to  embody  the  principle  of  arbitra- 
tion in  the  proposed  convention,  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment are  perfectly  wulling  to  accede  to  that 
wish. 

The  undersigned  is,  accordingly,  instructed  to 
state  officially  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  her  majesty’s 
government  consent  to  the  two  principles  which 
form  the  main  foundation  of  the  American  counter 
draft,  namely:  first,  that  the  commission  to  be  ap- 
pointed shall  be  so  constituted  as  necessarily  to  lead 
to  a final  settlement  of  the  questions  of  boundary  at 
issue  between  the  two  countries;  and  secondly,  that 
in  order  to  secure  such  a result,  the  convention  by 
which  the  commission  is  to  be  created  shall  contain 
a provision  for  arbitration  upon  points  as  to  which 
the  British  and  American  commissioners  may  not 
be  able  to  agree. 

The  undersigned  is,  however,  instructed  to  add 
that  there  are  many  matters  of  detail  in  the.  Ameri- 
can counter  draff,  which  her  majesty’s  government 
cannot  adopt.  The  undersigned  will  be  furnished 
from  his  government,  by  an  early  opportunity,  with 
an  amended  draft,  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
above  stated,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
ot  the  president.  And  the  undersigned  expects  to 
be,  at  the  same  time,  furnished  with  instructions  to 
propose  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  a 
fresh  local  and  temporary  convention  for  the  better 
prevention  of  incidental  border  collisions  within  the 
disputed  territory  during  the  time  that  may  be  oc- 
cupied in  carrying  through  the  operations  of  survey 
or  arbitration. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  the  secretary  of  state  the  assurance  of 
his  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

The  hon.  John  Forsyth,  8,-c.  fy c.  fyc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Departmemt  of  State , 
Washington,  2 6th  June , 1840. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a note  addressed 
to  him  on  the  22d  instant  by  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, enclosing  printed  copies  of  the  report  and  map 
laid  before  the  British  government  by  the  commis- 
sioners employed  during  the  last  season  to  survey 
the  territory  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries, 
and  communicating  the  consent  of  her  Britannic 
majesty’s  government  to  the  two  principles  which 
form  the  main  foundation  of  the  counter  proposi- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
question. 

The  undersigned,  having  laid  Mr.  Fox’s  note  be- 
fore the  president,  is  instructed  to  say,  in  answer, 
that  the  president  duly  appreciates  the  motives  of 
courtesy  which  prompted  the  British  government 
to  communicate  to  that  of  the  United  States  the 
documents  referred  to;  and  that  he  derives  great 
satisfaction  from  the  announcement  that  her  majes- 
ty’s government  do  not  relinquish  the  hope  that  the 
sincere  desire  which  is  felt  by  both  parties  to  arrive 
at  an  amicable  settlement,  will  at  length  be  attended 
with  success;  and,  from  the  prospect  held  out  by 
Mr  Fox,  of  his  being  accordingly  furnished,  by  an 
early  opportunity,  with  the  draft  of  a proposition 
amended  in  conformity  with  the  principles  to  which 
her  majesty’s  government  has  acceded,  to  be  sub-* 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  this  government. 

Mr.  Fox  states  that  his  government  might  have 
expected  that,  when  the  American  counter  draft 
was  communicated  to  him,  some  reasons  would 
have  been  given  to  explain  why  the  United  States 


government  declined  accepting  the  British  draft  of 
convention,  or  that,  if  it  thought  the  draft  was  not 
in  conformity  with  previous  agreement,  it  would 
have  pointed  out  in  what  respect  the  two  were  con- 
sidered to  differ. 

In  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to 
Mr.  Fox  on  the  29lh  July  of  last  year,  transmitting 
the  American  counter  draft,  he  stated  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  then  recent  events  on  the  frontier, 
and  the  danger  of  collision  betw  een  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  two  governments,  a mere  commis- 
sion of  exploration  and  survey  would  be  inadequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion,  and  fall  behind 
the  just  expectations  of  the  people  of  both  countries 
and  referred  to  the  importance  of  having  the  mea- 
sure next  adopted  bear  upon  its  face  stipulations 
which  must  result  in  a final  settlement,  under  some 
form,  and  in  a reasonable  time.  These  were  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  president  to  introduce 
in  the  new  projet,  the  provisions  which  he  thought 
calculated  for  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject; and  which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  obviously 
unnecessary  any  allusion  to  the  previous  agreements 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Fox.  The  president  is  gratified 
to  find  that  a concurrence  in  those  views  has  brought 
the  minds  of  her  majesty’s  government  to  a similar 
conclusion;  and  from  this  Iresh  indication  of  har- 
mony in  the  wishes  of  the  two  cabinets,  he  permits 
himself  to  anticipate  the  most,  satisfactory  result 
from  the  measure  under  consideration. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportu- 
nity to  offer  to  Mr.  Fox  renewed  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

R.  S.  Fox,  esq.  fyc.  SfC. 

The  Texas  boundary.  By  a gentleman  who 
arrived  last  evening  from  Shreveport,  we  learn  that 
t he  commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  line  between 
Texas  and  the  United  States  are  now  at  or  near  lat. 
32,  on  the  Sabine,  and  have  cleared  eight  acres  in 
order  to  take  an  observation.  It  is  thought  that  a 
portion  of  the  parish  of  Caddo,  which  has  been  sur- 
veyed by,  and  supposed  to  belong  to,  the  U.  States, 
will  be  found  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas 
when  the  line  is  definitely  drawn.  [ Pycaune . 

We  have  information  from  an  authentic  source, 
that  the  commissioners  and  astronomers  for  making 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Texas 
commenced  their  labors  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 
river,  “in  the  sea”  on  the  21st  of  May  last,  and  have 
marked  the  line  as  far  as  the  32d  degree  of  north  la- 
titude, following  the  west  bank  of  Sabine  pass,  lake 
and  river,  as  it  seems  they  have  been  locally  desig- 
nated, as  far  as  the  32d  degree,  which  point  the  as- 
tronomers will  ascertain,  as  soon  as  practicable,  from 
careful  observation.  When  this  important  point  shall 
be  determined  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties  the 
trace  of  the  true  meredian  towards  Red  river  will 
be  commenced;  but  from  the  advanced  state  of  the 
season,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  funds,  owing  to 
the  protracted  discussion  of  the  question  raised  by 
the  Texian  commission,  it  is  doubtful  if  much  pro- 
gress can  be  made  this  season  on  the  line  between 
the  Sabine  and  Red  rivers. 

Since  the  disputed  question  was  settled, the  work 
has  progressed  with  great  activity,  and  already  up- 
wards of  400  miles  of  it  have  been  definitively 
traced  and  settled. 

George  W.  Smyth,  esq.  late  surveyor,  has  been 
appointed  commissioner  on  the  part  ol  Texas,  vice 
Memucan  Hunt,  esq.  the  former  commissioner  on 
the  part  of  that  government.  [N.  O.  Bee. 

Claims  or  the  United  States  on  Mexico. 
It  is  announced  that  the  board  ol  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  Mexico,  will  sit  in  Washington  city.  On 
the  part  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Cortilio  is  one  of  the  com- 
missioners, the  other  not  having  yet  been  appointed. 
The  king  of  Prussia  is  the  umpire,  and  is  represent- 
ed by  his  minister  here,  who  will  decide  on  the  cases 
as  to  which  the  board  may  disagree,  and  will  receive 
the  same  compensation  as  a commissioner  from  each 
of  the  two  governments  concerned.  [Sun. 

The  British  consul  and  municipality  of 
New  Orleans  have  had  some  difficulties  relative 
to  colored  persons,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
consul  has  addressed  a letter  to  the  mayor,  inform- 
ing him  that  henceforth  he  will  give  no  certificates 
of  freedom  to  persons  of  color,  claiming  to  be  Bri- 
tish subjects,  without  first  submitting  such  persons 
claims  to  the  mayor,  and  obtaining  his  approval. 

Release  and  remittance  by  the  president. 
On  the  6th  of  June  the  British  brig  Silksworth,  capt. 
Meldrum,  arrived  at  this  port  Irom  Londonderry; — 
with  lour  more  passengers  than  she  was  authorised 
by  law  to  carry,  according  to  her  tonnage.  The  capt. 
was  arrested,  and  in  delault  of  giving  bail,  commit* 
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ted  to  prison.  On  Wednesday  last  Samuel  Patter- 
terson,  esq.  U.  S.  marshal,  received  an  order  from 
the  president  for  iiis  release,  and  for  the  remission 
ot  the  penally  of  condemnation  which  the  vessel 
had  incurred.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pre- 
sident took  this  step  in  consequence  of  the  differ- 
ence in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  relation  to  estimating  the  tonnage  of  ves- 
sels and  of  the  probable  ignorance  of  the  captain 
upon  the  subject.  . [ Pennsylvanian . 

Executive  clemency.  We  learn  that  the  U. 
S.  marshal  for  this  district  has  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  a pardon  for  Charles 
Mitchell,  who  was  convicted  of  forgery  in  1S34,  at 
the  April  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  in  the  east- 
ern penitentiary  for  the  term  of  ten  years.  This 
abbreviates  his  term  of  imprisonment  about  four 
years.  The  pardon  was  granted  on  the  23d  instant. 

[Phil.  Ledger. 

Silk  hats.  Petitions  from  the  hat  makers  of 
this  and  other  cities,  have  been  sent  to  congress  to 
ask  for  a change  in  the  present  tariff  in  relation  to 
silk,  which  are  now  entered  tree  of  duty  as  made  of 
silk,  when,  in  fact,  they  are  fur  bodied  hats  covered 
with  silk.  The  compromise  act  allowed  a duty  to 
be  retained  on  fur  hats,  and  intended,  no  doubt,  that 
the  manufacturing  of  hats  of  all  kinds  should  be  pro- 
tected by  a duty;  but,  under  the  imperfections  of 
the  present  law  and  the  interpretation  given  to  it, 
the  important  branch  of  American  silk  hats  remains 
unprotected  against  the  intlux  of  the  article  from 
countries  in  which  labor  is  much  lower  than  in  the 
United  States.  Another  subject  of  just  complaint 
on  the  part  of  the  hatters,  is  the  entering  of  fur  bo- 
dies free  of  duty.  We  trust  that  justice  will  be 
done  to  the  petitioners,  and  that  an  immediate  duty 
will  be  levied  on  silk  hats  and  fur  bodies. 

[New  York  paper. 

Information  for  tobacconists.  The  queen's 
tobacco  warehouse,  Liverpool,  June  3d,  1840. 

Sir:  Allow  me  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of 
a clear  and  distinct  manifest  being  brought  for  the 
trade  by  the  master  of  every  ship  laden  with  tobacco. 

Last  year,  the  customs  dispensed  with  the  pro- 
duction  of  this  document.  So  far  well.  But  you 
are  aware  that  in  full  cargoes  we  have  1 1,  12  and  14 
separate  entries,  all  representing  distinct  properties; 
that  occasionally  the  same  marks  turn  up  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  cargo,  although  belonging  to  different 
parties. 

Now  without  a manifest  of  the  entire  cargo  before 
him  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  person  attending  | 
the  import  scale,  who  weighs  and  samples  the  to- 
bacco, to  give  to  each  importer  the  samples  which 
really  belong  to  him. 

As  the  whole  subject  is  quite  familiar  to  you,  I 
need  not  multiply  words.  It  is  a matter  of  first  rate 
importance  to  the  tobacco  trade,  and  if  you  will  only 
make  it  generally  understood  in  America,  all  will 
go  on  straight  as  heretofore.  I am,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

(Signed)  HENRY  GORDEN, 

Merchants  agent. 

The  steamer  Argyle.  Important  seizure.  The 
New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  15th  inst.  says, — that 
the  British  steam  ship  Argyle,  which  arrived  at  that 
port  on  the  12th  inst.  with  .$418,000  in  specie,  from 
Vera  Cruz,  was  seized  the  next  day,  at  the  instance 
of  the  collector  of  the  port,  for  a violation  of  the 
treaty  stipulated  between  Great  Britain  ar.d  the  U. 
States,  in  regard  to  the  carrying  trade.  The  specie, 
which  is  all  owned  in  New  Orleans,  is  placed  in  a 
sale  deposite  to  await  the  decision  in  the  case  of 
the  proper  authorities. 

The  same  paper  of  the  16th  says: — “We  have 
been  informed  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
by  which  the  vessel  is  released,  and  that  she  will 
proceed  on  her  return  voyage  to  Vera  Cruz  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  17th.” 

army. 

Accident  at  the  U.  S.  barracks.  The  Carlisle  He- 
rald states  that  a serious  accident  occurred  at  the 
United  States  barrack,  in  that  borough,  during  the 
drill  on  Saturday  afternoon  last.  Owing  to  a mis- 
take or  misconception  of  orders,  two  squadrons  of 
dragoons  came  in  collision,  charging  at  full  career, 
by  which  two  men  were  dangerously  injured,  one 
horse  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  two  others  so  much 
disabled  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  despatch  them. 

Enlistment.  A man  named  John  McDermott, 
who  had  been  enlisted  as  a soldier  last  May,  at  New 
York,  was  discharged  on  Saturday  by  the  court,  on 
the  fact  being  shown  that  he  had  been  enlisted 
while  in  a state  of  intoxication. 


NAVAL. 

A board  for  the  examination  of  midshipmen  whose 
warrants  bear  date  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1835, 
will  be  convened  at  the  naval  asylum,  Philadelphia, 
on  the  6th  of  July.  Midshipmen  are  to  report  to 
com.  James  Biddle,  president  of  the  board. . 

The  United  States  frigate  Macedonian,  commo- 
dore Shrubrick,  and  the  sloop  of  war,  Warren  coindt. 
Smoot,  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  2d  June,  for 
New  Orleans. 

Commodore  Warrington  returned  on  Wednesday 
from  Philadelphia,  where  he  has  been  acting  as  a 
member  of  the  court  martial  on  commodore  Elliott 
for  the  last  seven  weeks.  On  his  return,  his  flag 
was  again  hoisted  on  board  the  Delaware  74  at  the 
anchorage,  and  saluted  by  the  Lexington  sloop  ot 
war,  recently  arrived  from  the  Pacific,  the  Dela- 
ware returning  the  salute.  The  Lexington  got  under 
way  the  same  day  and  proceeded  up  to  the  navy 
yard.  [Norfolk  Herald. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says— 

The  U.  States  ship  Lexington,  captain  Clark,  left 
heranchorageoffthe  naval  hospital  yesterday  and  pro- 
ceeded up  to  the  navy  yard.  She  is  partly  dismantled. 

W e learn  that  the  crew  of  the  Lexington  was  paid 
off  on  the  23d  ult. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Preble,  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  for  the  coast  of  Labrator,  arrived 
at  Halifax,  10th  inst. 

Admirable.  We  copy  with  great  satisfaction, 
from  the  New  York  Courier,  the  subjoined  reply  of 
lieut.  Lyne,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Falmouth,  to  a 
communication  tendering  him  a swoid.on  behalf  of 
the  crew. 

U.  S.  ship  Falmouth,  N.  York,  June  14,  1840. 

Sir:  1 have  just  received  your  very  friendly  com- 
munication of  yesterday’s  date  enclosing  me  a copy 
of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  crew  of  this  ship, 
authorising  you  to  procure  and  present  to  me  in 
their  name,  a sword  and  epaulette.  As  I have  al- 
ways been  opposed  to  the  practice  of  crews  making 
presents  to  their  officers,  from  a thorough  convic- 
tion that  it  must  very  seriously  injure  the  discipline 
of  the  navy,  I must  decline  accepting  them.  The 
assurance  of  a man’s  own  conscience,  that  he  has 
performed  the  duties  assigned  him  to  the  best  of  his 
abilities,  is  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him; 
and  if  I have  succeeded  in  adding  to  the  comforts 
and  happiness  of  this  crew,  while  in  the  perform- 
ance of  my  duty  as  first  lieutenant,  I have  been 
amply  repaid  lor  doing  so,  by  their  cheerful  and 
prompt  manner  generally  in  executing  my  orders. 
In  declining  this  testimonial  of  their  esteem  it  is 
for  their  own  good;  for  it  the  practice  of  making 
presents  to  our  superiors  should  become  common 
in  the  service,  some  officers  might  be  induced  to  re- 
lax the  discipline  of  their  shins,  with  the  hope  of 
obtaining  one,  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
the  good  men  would  be  obliged  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  the  worthless,  in  addition  to  their  own. 

Accept,  dear  sir,  my  warmest  thanks  for  your 
kind  and  polite  manner  of  communicating  to  me 
the  wishes  of  the  crew,  and  do  me  the  favor  to  in- 
form them  of  my  reply.  I remain,  sir,  very  sin- 
cerely, your  friend  and  ob’t  serv’t, 

WM.  B.  LYNE,  1st  lieut. 

To  purser  Robert  Pettit,  U.  S.  ship  Falmouth. 

The  United  States  ship  Decatur,  capt.  Ogden  36 
days  from  New  York,  was  spoken  April  23,  lat.  3 
S.  Ion.  23  30,  W. 

The  United  States  ship  Brandywine  left  Mahon 
on  the  21st  April,  touching  at  Malaga  for  a day  or 
two,  arrived  in  the  straits  on  the  30th,  reached  Lis- 
don  on  the  8th  of  May.  Officers  and  crew  all  well. 
On  the  lSlh,  the  frigate  was  to  sail  with  the  first 
fair  wind,  for  Cadiz,  Tangier  and  Gibraltar. 

The  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Preble,  com. 
Breese,  for  St.  John,  N.  B.  sailed  from  Halifax  on 
the  19th  inst. 

Court  martial  case.  The  Philadelphia  Ledger 
says:  “We  have  not  heard  that  a decision  has  been 
received  yet  in  the  case  of  commodore  Elliott,  but 
we  are  informed  that  com.  Jones  on  Monday  direct- 
ed his  sword  to  be  returned  to  him.” 

A correspondence  of  the  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce  write  from  Mazatlan  6th  of  May. 

“The  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis  has  proceeded  to  Santa 
Barbara,  to  afford  such  protection  as  may  be  due  to 
American  citizens.  Reports  state  that  all  foreigners 
in  Upper  Califouia  have  been  imprisoned,  and  some 
of  them  murdered,  in  consequence  of  suspicion  that 
they  were  implicated  in  the  rebellion. 

THE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION.  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

From  the  Arm y and  Navy  Chronicle. 

U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  harbor  of  Papertc, 
Olaheite,  Sept.  24,  1839. 

Sir:  Previous  to  sailing  from  this  island  I take 
leave  to  communicate  the  following  information  re- 
lative to  it: 


The  harbor  of  Paperte,  situated  on  the  N.  W.  side 
of  the  island,  is  in  lat.  17  deg.  31  min.  30  sec.  S. 
and  Ion.  149  deg.  35  min.  02  sec.  W.;  and  is  the 
only  harbor  of  the  island  visited  by  vessels  engaged 
in  the  whale  fishery  for  supplies,  and  one  of  the 
principal  resorts  for  the  commerce  engaged  in  the 
Pacific  ocean.  There  is  some  difficulty  in  getting 
in  and  out  of  the  harbor,  and  some  delay  occasion- 
ally, owing  to  head  winds;  but  the  anchorage  is 
perfectly  safe  from  all  gales.  A pilot,  appointed  by 
the  queen,  attends  vessels  visiting  the  harbor,  and  it 
is  the  only  island  in  the  Pacific,  except  the  Sandwich 
islands,  New  Zealand  and  New  Holland,  which 
now  affords  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  beef. 
Ample  supplies  of  hogs,  sweet  potatoes,  yarns,  taro, 
bread-fruit,  cocoa-nuts,  &c.  can  be  obtained. 

About  one  hundred  foreigners  reside  here,  several 
of  whom  are  engaged  in  trades,  and  supply  vessels 
with  such  articles  as  they  require. 

The  winds,  from  March  to  November, are  almost 
constantly  from  the  eastward  or  the  trades;  from  No- 
vember to  March,  variables  are  experienced,  which 
sometimes  blow  from  N.  and  N.  W. 

The  vessels  which  annually  visit  the  islands  of 
Otaheite  and  Eimeo  consist  of  whale  ships,  (prin- 
cipally American),  transient  merchant  vessels,  and 
traders  from  N.  S.  Wales,  bringing  cotton  fabrics, 
coal,  naval  stores,  See.  in  return  for  sugar,  molasses, 
arrowroot  and  cocoa-nut  oil.  The  value  of  these 
exports,  all  of  which  are  produced  in  the  island,  is 
estimated  at  $35,000.  The  average  amount  of  Ame- 
rican manufacturers  and  productions,  brought  in 
whale  ships,  estimated  by  the  consul  at  $800  each; 
the  quantity  is  annually  increasing. 

I annex  a statement  of  the  number  and  tonnage 
of  American  vessels  which  have  visited  this  port 
during  the  years  1836,  ’37,  ’38,  and  to  30th  June, 
1839. 


1836  — 52  whaling  vessels, 
1S37— 52  do. 

1838—  52  do. 

9 merchant  ships, 

1839 —  34  whaling  vessels, 

1 merchant  do. 


Tons.  Value  of  cargoes. 
18.090  @1,307,500 

20  500  1,817,000 

15,000  1.26S.250 

1,700  75,000 

11.574  1,027.650 

317  35,000 


190  vessels,  67,181  tons 

Shipping  valued  at  $40  per  ton, 


$5,530,400 

2,6S7,240 


$3,217,640 

The  commercial  interests  of  this  remote  region 
are  rapidly  increasing,  and  require  the  frequent  vi- 
sits and  protection  of  a public  vessel. 

Foreigners  are  protected  in  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty. Deserters  from  vessels  are  speedily  appre- 
hended by  the  authorities.  A wharf  has  been  built 
for  the  use  of  whale  ships,  and  every  facility  afford, 
ed  them,  with  the  most  friendly  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  natives. 

The  population  of  Otaheite  does  not  exceed 
10,500,  showing  a vast  decrease  since  the  first  disco- 
very, if  the  early  estimates  were  correct.  The  causes 
of  this  decrease  have  been  ascribed  to  war,  infanti- 
cide, and  disease;  but  I am  led  to  believe  that  these 
have  been  as  much  overstated  as  the  population  by 
its  first  visiters.  The  native  resources  of  the  island 
are  great.  There  can  be  successfully  cultivated  to 
a great  extent  the  coffee,  cotton,  sugar,  indigo  and 
other  tropical  plants  and  fruits;  but  the  enervating 
character  of  the  climate,  and  the  abundant  provi- 
sion which  nature  supplies  them,  seem,  for  the  pre- 
sent, almost  to  neutralise  these  disadvantages. 

Several  missionaries  reside  in  Otaheile,  have 
great  influence  with  the  government  and  inhabitants, 
and  are  much  respected.  An  opportunity  was  af- 
forded us  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Pritchard,  of  visiting  se- 
veral examinations  of  the  native  schools,  under 
charge  of  the  missionaries;  they  gave  much  satis- 
faction. I availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing to  each  scholar  a small  present  as  an  incentive 
to  further  exertions.  About  3.000  attend  schools, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  are  professors  of  Christiani- 
ty; and  one-third  of  the  population  read  and  write 
well. 


Several  vessels  are  owned  in  Otaheite,  and  they 
are  admitted  into  the  British  colonies  of  New  South 
Wales  on  the  same  footing  as  English  vessels.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your 
ob’t  serv’t,  CHARLES  WILKES, 

Commanding  exploring  expedition. 
Hon.  James  K.  Paulding,  sec.  of  navy,  Washington. 


Id ■ S.  ship  Vincennes,  harbor  of  Apia, 
Island  of  Upolu,  Navigutor  Group,  Nov.  9,  1S39. 
Sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we 
have  completed  the  survey  of  all  the  islands  of  the 
Samoa  or  Navigator  Group,  and  shall  sail  to  mor- 
row with  the  Peacock,  Porpoise  and  Flying  Fish, 
for  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  to  meet  our  sup- 
plies of  provisions  which  have  been  taken  there  by 
the  Relief. 
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I regret  that  the  lateness  of  the  season  prevents 
my  completing  at  this  time  the  surveys  ol'  other 
important  islands  in  this  vicinity,  but  shall  avail 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

It  is  surprising  that  a group  of  islands  so  central, 
fertile,  and  producing  so  many  advantages  as  this 
group,  should  have  been  overlooked  by  previous 
navigators,  and  I deemed  it,  therefore,  more  neces- 
sary to  make  as  minute  a survey  as  possible.  For 
this  purpose,  I had  recourse  entirely  to  our  boats 
and  smaller  vessels,  the  result  of  which  has  made 
known  many  new  harbors  and  places  of  safety  for 
vessels  to  carry  on  the  commerce  of  these  islands. 
Every  part  of  the  coasts  of  each  of  the  eight  islands 
has  been  carefully  examined.  The  charts  are  now 
completing,  which  will  give  our  results,  but,  owing 
to  the  necessary  daily  duties,  are  not  yet  complet- 
ed, and  will  not  be  in  time  to  forward  by  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

Besides  making  the  surveys,  the  scientific  gentle- 
men and  some  officers  have  been  sent  over  the  dif- 
ferent islands  on  excursions,  by  which  I have  ob- 
tained much  valuable  information  relative  to  the  pro- 
ductions, soil,  cultivation  and  the  disposition  and 
character  of  their  inhabitants. 

Among  the  harbors  of  Jutnilla  that  of  Pago  Pago 
is  the  safest.  Of  those  of  Upolu,  that  of  Apia,  is 
the  most  central,  and  best  of  the  island.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  the  north  side,  in  lat.  13  deg.  49  min.  13 
sec.  S.  long.  171  deg.  41  min.  09  sec.  W.  Two 
others  were  found  on  the  south  side,  and  three  on 
the  north.  Of  those  found  on  the  island  of  Savii, 
Mataatoo  is  the  best;  it  is  situated  in  lat.  13  deg. 
27  min.  54  sec.  S.  long.  172  deg.  20  min.  W.  The 
harbors  are  formed  by  openings  or  breaks  in  the 
reefs  which  surround  the  islands,  and,  although  not 
of  great  extent,  are  commodious  and  safe  with  the 
prevailing  winds.  The  coasts  may  be  approached 
with  safety,  as  the  reefs  are  visible,  and  the  sound- 
ing regular.  The  mean  temperature  is  about  76 
deg.  The  south  sides  of  all  the  islands  are  cooler 
and  more  subject  to  rain  and  winds  than  the  north, 
and  do  not  afford  so  many  harbors  and  shelters. 

During  our  stay,  I had  hourly  observations  made 
oil  the  tides  at  four  of  the  islands,  the  results  of 
which  will  be  interesting,  and  prove  that  the  influ- 
ence which  governs  these  phenomena  has  not 
ceased  to  act  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  some 
have  reported.  Other  observations  were  made  as 
Usual. 

Vessels  visiting  these  islands  chn  obtain  com- 
plete supplies  of  hogs  and  vegetables.  Water  is 
abundant  in  all  the  harbors  and  easily  obtained, 
particularly  at  Apia.  Large  streams  of  water 
empty  into  the  harbors  of  all  the  islands,  except  at 
Savii,  where  springs  are  abundant.  These  islands 
may  be  visited  with  safety  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  From  November  to  March  they  are  most 
subject  to  bad  weather,  when  variable  winds  pre- 
vail. They  are  seldom  visited  by  gales.  Among 
the  harbors  there  are  those  which  may  be  selected 
for  safety,  according  to  the  season.  The  island  of 
Upolu  is  the  most  central,  and  being  connected  with 
Monono,  where  the  principal  chief  resides,  has  the 
ascendancy'  over  the  whole  group.  The  group  ex- 
tends from  lat.  13  deg.  40  min.  to  14  deg.  18  min. 
S.  and  from  Ion.  160  deg.  16  min.  13  sec.  to  172 
deg.  46  min.  27  sec.  W. 

The  island  of  Savii  contains  2,700  square  miles. 

Do.  Upolu  560  do. 

Do.  Jutnilla  240  do. 

Do.  Monono  9 do. 

Do.  Apolima  7 do. 

Do.  Tana  100  do. 

Do.  Orosurga  24  do. 

Do.  Ofoo  10  do. 

The  population,  number  of  native  schools,  mis- 
sionaries, teachers  and  pupils,  as  estimated,  are  as 
follows,  viz: 

Popula-  No.  who  Native  Mis- 

Islands.  lion,  profess  teach-  Pupils,  sion- Whites. 

Christ’y.  ers.  aries. 

E.  Group  2,000  150  5 150  - 15 

Jutnilla  8,000  2,200  31  1,900  1 12 

Upolu  25,000  8,000  50  6,200  6 25 

Savii  20,000  4,000  36  3,700  3 18 

Monono  1,100  400  12  230  1 8 

Apolima  500  100  4 120  - - 

56,000  14,850  138  13,070  11  78 

About  two-thirds  of  the  whole  population  are 
said  to  be  of  the  missionary  or  Christian  party,  and 
about  10,000  who  read  or  write.  The  inhabitants 
generally  reside  on  or  near  the  seacoast,  although 
at  Upolu  there  are  several  large  villages  in  the  in- 
terior. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Williams  visited  this  group  in  1830, 
when  they  were  engaged  in  a general  war,  since 
which  time  they  have  been  at  peace.  Several  na- 
tive teachers  were  established  here  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, and  the  missionaries  arrived  from  England 
in  1836.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony 


to  the  successful  exertions  of  these  gentlemen  in 
the  great  changes  which  must  have  taken  place  in 
so  short  a time  in  the  feelings,  habits  and  manners 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  language  has  been  reduc- 
ed to  writing,  a printing  press  established,  book 
distributed,  and  a foreigner  may  now  pass  in  any 
direction,  meeting  a hospitable  reception  from  all. 
The  native  schools  are  well  attended,  and,  although 
accustomed  to  the  rapid  advancement  of  education 
in  our  own  country,  I was  surprised  to  witness  a 
more  rapid  one  in  these  islands,  proving  that  the 
natives  are  by  no  means  deficient  in  the  necessary 
faculties  for  rapid  advancement  in  civilization. 
The  war  clubs  and  spears  are  disappearing,  except 
as  articles  for  traffic  with  the  whiles.  Cannibalism 
is  supposed  never  to  have  existed  at  this  group. 
Few  diseases  exist — those  common  to  tropical  cli- 
mates, and  would,  I am  informed,  yield  to  medical 
treatment.  The  islands  are  high  and  mountainous, 
and  composed  of  lava,  with  several  extinct  volca- 
noes and  well  defined  craters.  The  ridges  extend 
from  east  to  west,  as  the  islands  lay.  The.  highest 
peak  is  about  3,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea; 
they  gradually  descend  towards  the  sea,  forming 
I slopes  susceptible  of  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

| Earthquakes  are  frequent:  the  motions  are  tre- 
| mulous  and  horizontal,  which  produce  the  sensa- 
tion of  sea  sickness.  The  soil  is  richer  than  upon 
any  of  the  islands  visited  by  us,  and,  by  cultiva- 
tion, would  produce  all  the  tropical  fruits  and  plants. 
Sugar  cane  is  found  wild  and  of  large  size;  also, 
coffee,  cotton,  arrow-root,  bread-fruit,  faro, yams, 
sweet  potatoes,  oranges,  pine-apples,  bananas,  vir- 
apples  and  spices.  The  missionaries  have  intro 
duced  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  goats.  Various 
seeds  procured  in  the  United  States  have  been  dis- 
tributed through  our  horticulturists  agreeably  to 
your  instructions,  and  in  a few'  years  1 have  no 
doubt  that  the  supplies  will  be  abundant. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  I have  re- 
ceived from  the  officers  and  scientific  gentlemen  all 
the  aid  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  afford  in  the 
discharge  of  the  various  duties  required. 

The  unpleasant  wether,  difficulties  at  the  islands, 
and  a desire  to  complete  our  surveys  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  avoid  a second  examination  of  any  part, 
have  detained  me  longer  at  this  group  than  I could 
have  wished;  which,  with  the  unavoidable  delay 
experienced  early  in  the  spring,  (of  which  you 
were  informed),  render  it  impossible  to  visit  the 
Fejee  group  this  season  without  protracting  my  ar- 
rival at  Sydney  too  late  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  our  Antarctic  cruise. 

The  health  of  the  squadron  generally  is  well. 

The  return  to  this  harbor  of  the  other  vessels  of 
the  squadron,  and  the  completion  of  the  duties  re- 
quired here,  will  enable  U3  to  sail  in  company  for 
Sydney. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  CHAS.  WILKES, 

Commanding  exploring  expedition. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding , sec’y  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Whig  stale  convention.  The  whigs  of  Maine, 
through  their  delegates,  assembled  in  convention 
at  Augusta  on  the  17th  ultimo,  for  the  purpose  of 
nominating  a candidate  for  the  office  of  governor  of 
the  state,  and  electors  at  large  for  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States.  The  editor  of  the 
Portland  Advertiser,  who  attended  the  convention, 
states  that  such  a gathering  of  the  people  for  a 
similar  purpose  was  never  before  witnessed  in  that 
state.  There  were  one  thousand  and  lorty-three 
regular  delegates  present,  and  the  assemblage  of 
the  people  numbered  between  four  and  five  thou- 
sand— all  united  in  purpose,  and  animated  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  enthusiasm.  The  multitude 
was  so  great  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  adjourn 
the  meeting,  after  a temporary  organization,  from 
the  state  house  to  the  grounds  around  it.  The  Ad- 
vertiser says: 

“Most  of  the  delegates  from  the  western  part  of 
the  state  took  passage  in  the  steamboat  Huntress, 
which  left  Portland  at  one  o’clock  on  Tuesday. 
The  day  was  bright  and  beautiful  as  the  political 
prospect  before  us,  and  all  on  board  were  in  fine 
spirits.  The  enthusiasm  with  which  we  were 
greeted  almost  as  soon  as  the  steamer  entered  the 
Kennebec,  was  but  an  earnest  of  the  feeling  which 
the  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  state  brought 
with  them.  Salutes  from  cannon,  cheers  from  the 
groups  of  people  that  lined  the  shores — of  which 
the  gentler  sex  formed  no  inconsiderable  portion — 
made  the  welkin  ring,  as  the  Huntress  wound  her 
way  up  the  beautiful  Kennebec.  The  ship  carpen- 
ters at  work  on  a fine  vessel  at  Bath  laid  down  their 
tools  at  our  approach,  manned  her  round-house, 
and  gave  three  hearty  cheers  for  Harrison  and  re- 
foim. 


“On  the  arrival  of  the  boat  at  Gardiner,  a salute 
was  fired  from  Pittston,  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  At  the  former  place  we  took  in  a large 
number  of  delegates  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state,  accompanied  with  the  Bangor  band. 

“On  our  arrival  at  Hallowell,  a salute  was  fired 
from  the  wharf.  A proctssion  was  then  formed  of 
the  delegates,  which,  preceded  by  the  several 
bands,  marched,  to  the  tune  of  ‘the  Campbells  are 
coming,’  to  the  Hallowed  house,  at  which  place  a 
committee  of  reception  were  in  readiness,  who 
promptly  and  hospitably' provided  for  ad  who  could 
not  gain  admittance  at  the  public  houses. 

“Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  old  Kennebec 
was  alive,  and  every  road  leading  to  Augusta  was 
filled  with  the  people,  wending  their  way  in  hay 
carts,  wagons,  chaises,  on  horseback,  and  on  foot, 
to  the  grand  centre  of  attraction,  with  strong  arms 
and  glad  hearts,  to  join  in  the  good  work  of  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  political  redemption  of  our 
state.” 


After  marching  in  procession  through  several  of 
the  principal  streets  of  Augusta,  the  convention 
was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Rufus  K. 
Goodenow,  as  president,  and  a number  of  gentle- 
men as  vice  presidentsand  secretaries.  Mr.  Goode- 
now was  until  recenilv  a supporter  of  the  present 
administration,  but,  like  thousands  of  others,  hav- 
ing become  convinced  of  its  ruinous  policy,  he  ex- 
pressed himself  as  being  determined  to  do  all  in  hi3 
power  to  promote  the  great  objects  of  the  conven- 
tion, in  bringing  about  a reform  that  would  restore 
the  administration  of  the  national  government  to  its 
ancient  purity  and  simplify. 

On  the  convention  proceeding  to  nominate  a can- 
didate for  governor,  Edward  Kent  was  chosen 
almost  unanimously,  having  received  958  vote3  out 
of  963;  Isaac  Ilsley,  of  Portland,  and  Isaac  Horig- 
don,  of  Corinth,  were  then  recommended  to  the 
voters  of  the  state  as  candidates  for  electors,  at 
large,  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States;  and,  after  the  adoption  of  a series  of  spirited 
resolutions,  reported  from  a committee  at  the  head 
ot  which  was  the  honorable  John  Holmes,  formerly 
United  States  senator,  and  the  delivery  of  many 
excellent  speeches  by  gentlemen  from  different 
sections  of  the  state,  the  convention  adjourned 
amid  the  hearty  cheers  of  the  people,  and  its  mem- 
bers separated  for  their  respective  places  of  abode 
with  the  most  encouraging  hopes  of  success. 

The  remaining  electors  are  to  be  nominated  by 
the  people  of  the  respective  congressional  districts. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  administration  state  convention  assembled  on 
the  16th  inst. 

Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  no- 
minated for  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  body  rising  in  his  favor,  without  a single  dis- 
senting vote.  John  Page,  the  present  able  and 
patriotic  governor,  was  nominated  for  re-election, 
and  Messrs.  Shaw,  Eastman,  Atherton  and  Burke, 
for  re-election  to  congress.  Mr.  John  R.  Reding, 
the  editor  of  the  Democratic  Republican,  takes  Mr. 
Williams’  place  on  the  congressional  ticket  for  the 
Grafton  district.  For  electors.  Messrs.  John  W. 
Weeks,  of  Lancaster,  Stephen  Perley,  of  Meredith, 
Samuel  Hatch,  of  Exeter,  Andrew  Pierce,  jr.  of 
Dover,  Jno.  Scott,  of  Peterborough,  Francis  Hol- 
brook, of  Surry  and  Samuel  Burns,  of  Rumney, 
were  selected. 

The  New  Hampshire  Patriot  says:  “The  con- 
vention W'as  the  largest  which  ever  responded  to 
the  call  of  the  central  committee  in  this  state,  and 
was  composed  of  precisely  the  right  sort  of  mate- 
rials— of  men  from  the  various  occupation  in  life, 
the  representatives  of  intelligent  freemen,  the  bone 
and  muscle  of  the  state.  Their  deliberations  were 
characterized  by  great  good  order,  and  although 
there  was  a diversity  of  opinion  respecting  candi- 
dates, as  theie  always  must  be  in  a body  of  men 
who  think  and  act  for  themselves,  yet  the  utmost 
harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout. 

The  spirit  which  animated  the  convention  is  that 
which  pervades  the  whole  body  ot  our  democracy, 
and  which  will  manifest  itself  in  an  overwhelming 
majority  for  Van  Buren  and  Johnson,  next  Novem- 
ber.” 


Whig  state  convention.  A convention  of  whig 
delegates  was  held  at  Concord  on  Wednesday,  the 
17th.  Honorable  Ichabod  Bartlette  presided  and 
Enos  Stevens,  esq.  was  nominated  candidate  for 
governor.  The  following  candidates  for  electors  of 
president  and  vice  president  were  nominated: 


electors  at  large. 


Joseph  Healy,  of  Washington, 

Geo.  W.  Nesmith,  of  Franklin, 

Joseph  Cilley,  Rockingham. 

Andrew  Pierce,  Strafford. 

William  Bixby,  Hillsborough. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Cheshire. 

Amos  A.  Brewster,  Grafton  and  Coos 
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Resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  convention 
was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Bartlett,  of  Portsmouth, 
Eastman,  of  Conway,  Wilson,  of  Lynn,  Massachu- 
setts, Wilson,  of  Keene,  and  Tyler,  of  Connecticut. 

U.  S.  senator.  In  relation  to  choosing  a senator, 
the  Dover  (N.  H.)  Enquirer  says  there  were  too 
many  stumps,  in  the  way  of  electing  a U.  S.  sena- 
tor. Mr.  Hubbard  wanted  to  be  re-elected,  gov. 
Page  wanted  the  office,  gov.  Hill  wanted  it,  John 
P.  Hale,  Atherton,  speaker  Norris,  Jona.  Harvey, 
and  a half  a dozen  othels  wanted — and  as  one  could 
not  be  elected  without  disatfecting  the  others,  it  was 
finally  concluded  to  postpone  the  matter  until  alter 
the  presidential  election. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Great  democratic  convention  at  Worcester.  There 
were  at  Worcester,  yesterday,  besides  the  resident 
population,  fifteen  thousand  people,  of  w hom  ten 
thousand  united  in  the  procession  to  the  log  cabin, 
where  the  business  of  the  convention  was  accom- 
plished with  great  harmony  and  promptness,  and 
the  resolutions  were  received  by  the  delegates  with  • 
in  the  council  chamber,  and  by  the  people  without, 
with  an  enthusiastic  feeling,  expressed  by  applause 
which  could  not  be  mistaken. 

After  nominating  the  ticket,  [inserted  in  our  last, 
page  261], the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  again  on 
Bunker  Hill,  on  the  16th  September  next,  where  the 
remainder  of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth,  not 
present  at  Worcester,  are  requested  to  assemble  on 
that  dajr.  [Boston  Transcript. 

Old  soldiers.  The  Worcester  H£gis  gives  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  the  thirty  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 
who  joined  in  the  whig  procession  at  Worcester,  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week.  The  names,  ages,  and 
residence  of  these  venerable  men  are  here  given. — 
Those  w ho  were  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  are 
distinguished  by  italics,  the  pensioners  of  the  Unit- 
ed State3  are  marked  by  a star.  It  must  have  been 
a noble,  a soul  cheering  sight  to  have  beheld  this 
band  of  veterans  assembled  on  such  an  occasion — 
all  resolved  to  strike  one  more  blow  in  support  of 
the  principles  and  institutions,  to  establish  which 
they  risked  their  lives. 

Worcester.  ‘John  Adams,  79;  ‘Paul  Gates,  83; 
• Siman  Gates,  84;  Teth  Ilinkley,  81;  *John  Law- 
rence, 95;  Oliver  Nason,  76;  ‘William  Turner, 83; 
George  Aldrich,  69.  Oxford — Elihu  Harwood,  77; 
Asa  Beals,  74;  Win.  Heard,  74.  Springfield — * John 
S.  Edwards,  77.  Spencer — ‘Joel  Howe,  70;  ‘Jo- 
seph Wheat,  86;  * David  Pdee,  82;  *lieut.  Nathan 
Craige.  87;  Ebenezer  Mason,  80;  ‘Amasa  Bemis, 
83;  ‘Elias  Adams,  76.  Jewett  city,  Ct. — * Enoch 
Baker  86.  Killingly,  Cl. — ‘Oliver  Torrey,  84 — 
Boston — Samuel  Gcodhne,76.  Longmeadow — Cal- 
vin Burt,  76.  Newburyport — *Philip  Bayley,  85; 
‘Stephen  Parker,  residence  not  known,  86.  Oakham 
— * Chase,  85.  Leicester — ‘Asahel  Matthews,  75 — 
Ipswich — Daniel  Buss,  one  of  the  three  who  cut  off 
the  leaden  head  of  George  the  3d,  and  helped  wheel 
it  through  the  streets  of  New  York  city.  Dudley — 
‘Thomas  Leonard,  78. 

Serious  rail  road  accident.  The  vision  of  Oliver 
Evans  is  now  daily  realized — the  distance  between 
Boston  and  Philadelphia  is  running  in  less  than 
twenty-four  hours.  We  had  yesterday  afternoon 
(he  Boston  Evening  Transcript  of  the  evening  pre- 
vious. We  copy  the  subjoined  letter,  remarking 
that  the  number  of  trains  running  on  the  rail  road 
that  day  was  owing  to  the  great  whig  convention 
held  at  Worcester: 

“I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  report- 
ing an  accident  from  the  collision  of  two  trains  of 
cars,  viz:  the  train  which  left  Boston  at  1 A.  M. 
(being  the  fourth  which  left  this  morning,  and  be- 
ing filled,  in  great  part,  with  way  passenges  from 
Bringhton,  Newton,  &c.)  with  the  7 o’clock  de- 
scending train  from  Worcester.  The  consequence 
is  a serious  injury  to  two  of  the  passengers. 

“The  two  engines  are  very  much  broken,  the  heads 
of  each  beingbroken  in,  and  the  two  so  completely 
interlocked  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  se- 
parate them. 

“The  tender  of  the  ascending  train  is  broken  to 
atoms,  with  the  exception  of  the  top  part,  which 
was  upward  upon  the  top  of  the  engine. 

“Neither  engine  was  thrown  from  the  track,  nor 
were  any  of  the  cars,  except  the  three  first  of  the 
ascending  train,  which  were  much  broken,  the  two 
first  entirely  to  pieces. 

“The  persons  in  the  third  car  escaped  unhurt, 
most  of  them  havilig  time  to  jump  out.  None  in 
the  rear  of  those  were  hurt,  and  towards  the  rear' 
the  shock  was  but  slight.” 

Consecration.  The  Boston  papers  announce  the 
consecration  in  that  city  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Gadsden, 
bishop  elect  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
the  diocese  of  South  Carolina.  The  rite  was  admi- 
nistered by  bishop  Griswold  of  the  eastern  diocese 
and  senior  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 


church  in  the  United  States,  assisted  by  bishops 
Doane  of  New  Jersey  and  McCoskry  of  Michigan. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  bishop  Doane. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  whig  state  convention  of  Rhode  Island  met  at 
Newport  on  FriJay.  The  following  ticket  was  no- 
minated for  electors  of  presidenr.  and  vice  presi- 
dent: „ 

NICHOLAS  BROWN,  of  Providence. 

GEORGE  ENGS,  of  Newport. 

WAGER  WEEDEN.of  South  Kingstown. 

WILLIAM  RHODES,  of  Warwick. 

Anniversary.  The  semi-centennial  celebration  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  by  Rhode  Island, 
takes  place  to-day  at  Newport.  Speaking  of  this 
gallant  member  of  the  national  confederacy,  the  New 
York  Commercial  says — 

It  was  the  scene  of  heroic  and  romantic  Indian 
contest.  The  standard  of  perfect  religious  freedom, 
perhaps  the  greatest  boon  on  earth,  was  first  plant- 
ed in  Rhode  Island,  by  Roger  Williams.  The  first 
blood  of  the  revolution  was  shed  in  Providence 
river — next  to  Washington  she  gave  us  the  best 
general  in  that  war,  in  Nathaniel  Greene — we  owe  to 
her  our  first  naval  commander,  in  Eseck  Hopkins, 
and  the  first  idea  of  a continental  navy  is  due  to 
her  legislature.  We  are  also  indebted  to  her  for 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  the  Nelson  of  the  American 
navy.  With  such  glorious  association  and  remini- 
scences, the  celebration  cannot  fail  to  be  deeply  in- 
teresting. 

The  island  of  Rhode  Island  is  moreover  one  of 
the  sweetest  spots  on  the  globe.  From  the  variety 
and  beauty  of  its  natural  scenery,  the  splendid  ar- 
chipelago of  Providence  river,  the  salubrity  of  its 
climate,  and  its  unequalled  sea  bathing,  it  is  per- 
haps at  this  season  of  the  year  the  most  attractive 
place  in  this  country  to  visit.  Well  and  truly  did 
John  Quincy  Adams,  in  his  toast  at  the  late  school 
in  Newport,  proclaim  the  island  of  Rhode  Island 
to  be  “the  loveliest  gem  on  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean.” 

CONNECTICUT. 

Missions.  We  understand  that  the  members  of 
the  rev.  Dr.  Hawes’  congregation  in  this  city,  have 
contributed,  within  a few  days,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
American  board  of  commissioners  for  foreign  mis- 
sions, more  than  sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

[Hartford  Courant. 

NEW  YORK. 

Political.  The  young  whigs  of  the  state  have 
called  a state  convention  to  meet  at  Syracuse  on 
the  16th  September. 

The  whigs  of  the  city  of  New  York  were  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  evening,  July  1,  in  their  several 
wards,  to  choose  five  delegates  from  each,  who  are 
to  meet  in  convention  on  the  13th  of  July,  to  select 
thirteen  delegates  to  the  state  convention  at  Utica, 
to  nominate  candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor,  and  electors  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent. 

Overwhelming  whig  “turn  out!"  From  seven  to 
ten  thousand  freemen  at  a “log  cabin  raising.”  We 
have  only  time  to  say,  in  this  paper,  that  the  notice 
of  a log  cabin  raising  at  Cherry  Valley,  on  Friday, 
drew  together  at  that  place,  from  seven  to  ten  thou- 
sand freemen?  It  was  the  largest  political  gathering 
we  believe  ever  knowm  in  this  state.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  enthusiasm  and  good  feeling  which  per- 
vaded the  vast  multitude!  [ Otsego  Repub. 

Impoi  tanl  decision.  The  court  of  errors,  have  just 
made  a decision  of  importance.  The  case,  which 
has  been  in  course  of  argument  for  some  weeks, 
was  one  of  those  that  arose  out  of  the  great  fire  of 
1835.  The  owners  of  the  stores  blown  up  to  stop 
the  fire  claimed  to  recover  of  the  city  the  value  of 
the  property  destroyed.  The  court  decided  in  favor 
of  the  claimants.  The  amount  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
city  treasury  will  be  upwards  of  half  a million  of 
dollars. 

Banks.  The  Albany  Argus  states  that  the  free 
banks  of  that  state,  at  their  recent  convention,  en- 
tered into  conventional  agreement  to  redeem  at  Al- 
bany or  New  York,  at  half  per  cent,  and  to  keep 
their  notes  at  as  low  a rate  of  discount  as  any  of  the 
incorporated  banks  of  the  state. 

The  free  banks  of  New  York.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  recent  convention  of  the  free  banks 
of  New  York,  have  held  a meeting,  and  resolved  to 
recommend  to  the  several  banking  institutions  or- 
ganized under  the  general  law,  to  authorise  bank- 
ing,— First — That  the  committee  be  authorised,  in 
case  they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  to  retain  counsel 
and  take  such  other  steps  as  may  be  requisite,  to 
test,  by  legal  adjudication,  the  validity  of  the  acts 
of  the  legislature  passed  May  14,  1840,  as  far  a3  it 
seeks  to  impose  any  new  burthens  or  obligations 
upon  the  institutions  organized  prior  to  the  passage 
of  such  law.  Second — That  the  expense  of  such 
proceedings  be  paid  by  each  of  the  banking  institu- 


tions organized  and  doing  business  under  the  gene- 
ral banking  law,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
their  capital  paid  in. 

Cunal  lolls  reduced.  The  Albany  Evening  Jour- 
nal states  that  the  canal  board  have  reduced  the  toll 
on  coal  coming  to  tide  water,  from  9 to  4 mills,  mak- 
ing thus  one  dollar  and  three  cents  only  from  the 
head  of  the  Chemung  canal  (which  connects  with 
the  Pennsylvania  mines)  to  Albany — a distance  of 
259  miles. 

Canal  lolls.  The  amount  received  on  the  New 
York  state  canals  during  the  second  week  in  June 
is  $46,332  30. 

New  York  conference.  The  annual  conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  closed  its  session 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  following  are  the  ap- 
pointments for  the  city  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn: 
rev.  Samuel  Luckey,  D.  D.  presiding  elder;  rev. 
Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Missionary  society;  rev.  Thomas  Mason,  book 
agent;  rev.  George  Lane,  assistant  do  ; rev.  George 
Peck,  A.  M.  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review;  rev. 
doctor  Bond,  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate;  rev. 
George  Coles,  assistant  do.;  rev.  Wm.  K.  Stopford, 
stationed  preacher  for  John  street;  rev.  John  Craw- 
ford, 2d  Forsyth  street;  rev.  S.  D.  Ferguson,  Duane 
street;  rev.  J.  L.  Gilder,  Allen  street;  rev.  P.  Rice, 
Bedford  street;  rev.  John  Trippett,  Seventh  st.;rev. 
M.  Richardson,  Willett  street;  rev.-Heman  Bangs, 
Greene  street;  rev.  J.  Lindsey,  second  street;  rev. 
Charles  A.  Davis,  Vestry  street;  rev.  E.  S.  Janes, 
Mulberry  street;  rev.  J.  Youngs,  Eighteenth  st.; 
rev.  Henry  Chase,  Mariners’  church;  rev.  P.  C. 
Oakley,  Sands  street,  Brooklyn;  rev.  E.  S.  Gris- 
word,  York  st.  do;  rev.  J.  Floy,  Washington  st.  do; 
rev.  B.  Griffen,  Centenary  chinch,  do;  rev.  Elbert 
Osborn,  Harlem.  The  next  annual  conference  is  to 
be  held  in  the  Allen  street  church  in  this  city,  on 
the  19lh  of  May  next.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Fire  at  Penn  Yan.  On  the  night  of  the  22d  inst. 
a fire  brike  out  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Alva  Clark,  in 
the  village  ofPenn  Yan,  Yates  county,  N.  Y.  w’hich, 
before  its  ravages  could  be  stayed,  destroyed  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  $80,000.  The  following  are 
the  persons  who  suffered: 

The  heirs  of  S.  Rice,  store  house,  loss  $10,000; 
no  insurance.  Wise  & Dusinbury,  grocery  store, 
loss  $3,000;  insured  $1,500.  L.  B.  Mondeville,  hat 
store,  loss  $2,000;  small  insurance.  E.  W.  Fargo, 
grocery  store;  insurance  covers  the  loss  on  the 
goods.  N.  T.  Madden,  grocery,  insurance  covers 
the  loss  on  the  goods.  J.  F.  Williams,  dry  goods 
store,  loss  $5,000;  insurance  $4,000.  E.  Sheldon, 
grocery,  loss  $2,000;  no  insurance.  A.  Tuolls,  do. 
loss  $3,000;  insurance  $1,600.  A.  Clark,  hard- 
ware store,  loss  $10,000;  insurance  about  $4,000. 
J.  J.  Rosenbury,  dry  goods,  loss  about  $8,000;  in- 
surance $6,000.  J.  McVey,  dry  goods  store,  loss 
$3,000;  no  insurance.  D.  S.  Marsh,  dry  goods 
store,  loss  $5,000;  insurance  $2,400.  Smith  & 
Stark,  dry  goods  store,  loss  $6,000;  insurance  not 
known.  Stewart  &.  Tunnieliff,  dry  goods  store, 
loss  $10,000;  insurance  $4,000.  Morgan  & Arm- 
strong, hardware  store,  $14,000;  insurance  $4,000. 
Huntington  & Crane,  boot  and  shoe  store,  loss  about 
$5,000;  insurance  not  known.  Ayres  & Dunning, 
watch  and  jewelry  store,  loss  $2,000;  no  insurance. 
Farmers’  bank  of  Penn  Yan;  every  thing  was  saved 
except  a few  fixtures;  loss  but  a trifle.  A.  C.  Gil- 
lett,  merchant  tailor,  loss  $1,000;  insurance  not 
known. 

Statistics  of  crime.  Tn  one  year  there  have  been 
2,655  persons  committed  at  the  upper  police,  and 
as  many  dismissed  or  bailed  out.  About  400  lost 
children  brought  here  have  been  reclaimed. 

Appointments  by  the  governor  of  N.  York,  June  17. 
Brantz  Mayer  and  James  B.  Latimer,  of  Baltimore; 
Eleazer  K.  Foster  and  Charles  Robinson,  of  New 
Haven,  and  Thomas  Curry,  of  New  Orleans,  com- 
missioners in  and  for  the  respective  states  of  Mary- 
land, Connecticut  and  Louisiana,  to  take  the  ac- 
knowledgment and  proof  of  deeds,  and  other  writ- 
ings under  seal,  to  be  used  in  this  state,  under  the 
act  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  &c.  passed 
May  13,  1840. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Hon.  William  Russell  died  at  his  residence,  Mount 
Holly,  N.  J.  on  Saturday  last,  aged  80  years.  He 
wa3  for  man}'  years  an  associate  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  which  he 
resigned  upon  receiving  the  appointment  of  an  U. 
States  district  judge,  under  the  presidency  of  John 
Quincy  Adams. 

Hon.  Robert  Strange  has  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  Peithessophian  society  of  Rutgers  college,  N.  J. 
to  deliver  an  address  before  the  literary  societies  of 
that  institution  on  the  day  preceding  their  annual 
commencement,  July  15. 

Silk.  We  learn  by  the  Burlington  Gazette 
that  the  business  of  reeling  silk — reeling  the  co- 
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coons  into  raw  silk — was  commenced  on  Thursday 
at  the  company’s  cocoonery  in  that  city.  All  the 
cocoons  which  may  be  brought  to  Burlington  for 
sale,  it  is  added,  will  be  purchased  for  cash  at  the 
cocoonery,  or  reeled  upon  shares.  The  Piedmon- 
tese reel  only  is  used,  and  the  operation  of  the  sea- 
son will  be  confined  to  the  rearing  of  silkworms  and 
the  conversion  of  cocoons  into  raw  silk,  for  which 
a market  is  already  secured. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Whig  convention  at  Westchester.  The  Village  Re- 
corder occupies  nine  columns  in  describing  the  pro- 
cession and  proceedings  which  took  place  and 
speeches  made  on  the  9th  lilt,  and  which  must  have 
been  a very  imposing  exhibit.  The  number  attend- 
ing is  estimated  at  from  six  to  ten  thousand. 

The  administration  convention  of  Chesiertown  met 
on  the  10th  inst.  and  adjourned  without  nominating 
a candidate  for  the  special  election  which  had  been 
directed.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  12th, 
and  the  speaker  of  the  house  issued  his  proclama- 
tion revoking  his  order  for  special  elections  in  Ches- 
ter and  Susquehanna  counties. 

Liberality.  The  sum  of  #350  was  contribution 
by  the  congregation  of  the  Union  Methodist  church 
Philadelphia,  on  Sunday  last,  to  aid  in  rebuilding 
the  church  at  Natchez  recently  destroyed  by  the 
tornado. 

City  debt.  .The  city  council  of  Philadelphia  have 
passed  a resolution  to  pay  in  specie  or  its  equivalent 
the  interest  on  the  city  debt  now  due  or  to  become 
due. 

Schuylkill  coal  trade.  The  shipments  for  the  week 
ending  on  Thursday,  the  4th  inst.  were  1 1,89S  tons. 
Total  this  season  72,800  ton?.  The  amount  of  coal 
shipped  from  this  region  to  June  8th,  1839,  was 
101,642  tons.  The  total  amount  of  coal  transport- 
ed this  season  on  the  Mount  Carbon  rail  road  is 
14,379;  Mill  Creek  rail  road  7,116;  Schuylkill  Val- 
ley railroad  11,371;  West  Branch  82,262;  Little 
Schuylkill  3,300;  Delaware  and  Hudson  22,950. 

Suspension  bridge.  A wire  suspension  bridge  is 
about  to  be  erected  over  the  Schuylkill,  at  Fair- 
mount,  according  to  a plan  of  Charles  Ellet,  jr. — 
The  cost  is  not  to  exceed  #65,000. 

Dickenson  college.  The  annual  commencement 
of  this  institution  takes  place  on  Thursday,  the  9th 
of  July.  The  address  before  the  literary  societies 
will  be  delivered  on  the  preceeding  Wednesday  by 
S.  H.  Bread  v,  esq.  of  Philadelphia. 

Monongahela  improvements.  The  important  work 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Monongahela 
river  by  a series  of  locks  and  dams,  is  going  on — a 
subscription  of  #200,000  to  the  stock  of  the  compa- 
ny by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  having  been  made 
under  a late  act  of  the  legislature.  The  company 
have  advertised  for  proposals  for  the  erection  of  two 
steamboat  locks  and  two  crib  dams  on  the  river. — 
When  the  plan  of  improvement  is  completed  there 
will  be  a regular  steamboat  navigation  between 
Brownsville  and  Pitlsburg. 

Conviction  for  a conspiracy.  A case  of  some  im- 
portance has  recently  been  decided  in  the  court  of 
criminal  sessions  at  Philadelphia.  The  traversers 
were  James  Harrison  and  Win.  L.  Hirst — the  latter 
a calico  printer  near  Germantown.  In  February, 
1839,  Hirst  confessed  a judgment  in  Hariison’s  fa- 
vor for  more  than  eight  thousand  dollars.  Hirst’s 
property  was  subsequently  sold,  and  bought  in  by 
Harrison,  for  considerably  less  than  the  amount  of 
the  judgment.  Harrison  has  continued  in  posses- 
sion ever  since,  and  Hirst  has  absconded.  It  was 
proved  that  after  the  sale,  the  parties  frequently 
conferred  together,  and  the  due  bills  upon  which 
the  judgment  was  founded,  although  varying  in  date 
from  Sept.  1837,  to  Feb.  1839,  were  found,  on  nice 
examination,  to  have  been  written  about  the  same 
time.  A verdict  of  guilty  was  rendered  against  the 
traversers.  [Sun. 

DELAWARE. 

Demanded.  The  governor  of  Delaware  has  de- 
manded the  notorious  jail-breaker,  McCoy.  He 
was  taken  from  Moyainensing  prison  to  Wilming- 
ton on  Saturday.  [ Philadelphia  Penn. 

Whig  meetings.  The  last  Delaware  Sentinel 
contains  an  account  of  two  great  political  meetings 
lately  held  in  that  state — the  first  a town  meeting, 
which  assembled  at  Wilmington  on  the  evening  of 
Friday,  the  19th  instant;  and  the  second  a county 
meeting,  held  at  Delaware  city  on  the  following 
day.  it  states  that  they  were  both  unusually  large 
and  respectable  assemblages,  the  latter  surpassing 
in  numbers,  unanimily  and  spirit,  any  one  ever  be- 
fore convened  within  the  stale.  Among  the  speak- 
ers present  on  both  occasions  Were  Messrs.  Crit- 
tenden and  'Preston,  of  the  United  States  senate, 
and  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
who  entertained  the  crowds  in  attendance  for  nearly 
three  hours  in  the  delivery  of  eloquent  and  satis- 
factory addresses.  The  meeting  at  Delaware  city 
was  attended  by  great  numbers  of  citizens  from 


the  adjoining  country,  who  pressed  in,  in  compa- 
nies and  clubs,  on  horseback,  on  toot,  in  vehicles 
of  all  descriptions,  and  in  steamboats.  Many  of 
the  farm  houses  on  the  roads  were  decorated  with 
Harrison  banners  and  other  emblems  of  the  good 
cause;  and  the  general  feeling  that  pervaded  the 
whole  people  plainly  indicated  that^their  spirit  was 
thoroughly  roused,  not  again  to  be  quieted  until  the 
reigning  dynasty  is  at  an  end.^ 

The  convention  elected  five  conferees  from  each 
of  the  hundreds  of  Newcastle  county,  which  com- 
pletes the  appointment  of  delegates  throughout  the 
state,  who  are  to  assemble  to-inorrow  in  a state  con- 
vention, at  Dover,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
suitable  candidates  to  fill  the  offices  of  governor, 
member  of  congress,  and  electors  of  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

Small  pox.  The  Wilmington,  Delaware  Gazette 
states  that  the  small  pox  has  made  its  appearance 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  along  the  Brady  wine, 
having  been  introduced  by  persons  who  had  landed 
from  vessels  lately  arrived  from  Liverpool  with  the 
disease  on  board. 

The  large  copper  dam  built  by  Mr.  Keene  is  not 
quite  finished.  It  is  intended  for  the  foundation  of 
a light  house  to  be  erected  on  the  Brandywine  shoal 
in  the  Delaware  bay.  No  appropriation  has  yet 
been  made  this  season,  and  consequently  all  opera- 
tions in  this  undertaking  are  stopped  for  the  pre- 
sent, 

MARYLAND. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company.  At  the  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  stockholders  held  last  week, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  manage 
the  concerns  of  the  company  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Francis  Thomas,  president;  R.  P.  Dunlop,  Fred. 
A.  Schley,  James  Swann,  John  McPherson,  Wm. 
Lucas,  Wm.  Tyler. 

There  are  upwards  of  one  thousand  Jews  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore. 

Bullimore  and  Susquehanna  railroad.  A tabular 
statement  in  Lylord’s  Price  Current,  comprising 
the  amount  of  transportation  done  on  this  road  dur- 
ing the  months  of  March,  April  and  May,  shows 
that  an  active  and  steady  increase  of  trade  and  tra- 
vel has  been  going  forward.  The  number  of  pas- 
sengers transported  was  6,974,  producing  a gross 
receipt  of  #11,546  89.  The  quantity  of  merchan- 
dise transported  was  18,222,339  pounds,  produc- 
ing #22,436  64;  making  the  total  gross  revenue 
#33,983  53. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Liberality.  The  Catholic  ladies  of  the  city'  of 
Washington,  held  a fair  a few  days  since  for  the 
benefit  of  the  St.  Vincent’s  Orphan  asylum — the  re- 
ceipts of  which  amounted  to  #2,257. 

Mayoralty.  W.  W.  Seaton,  esq.  one  of  the  edi- 
tors of  the  National  Intelligencer,  has  been  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington — a situation  once 
most  honorably  filled  by  his  partner,  Mr.  Gales. 

The  following  resolution  passed  both  branches  of 
the  city  council  unanimously  in  honorable  commen- 
dation of  their  late  mayor. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That,  while  the  two  boards 
deeply  regret  Mr.  Force’s  voluntary  retirement 
from  office,  they  cannot  but  express  their  cordial 
approbation,  and  tender  to  him  their  sincere  thanks 
for  the  very  efficient  and  useful  manner  in  which 
he  has,  for  four  years,  administered  the  affairs  of 
the  corporation,  and  the  very  satisfactory  condition 
in  which  he  has  left  its  financial  concerns. 

VIRGINIA. 

Dinner  to  Mr.  Clay  in  Hanover.  This  elegant 
affair  went  off  in  splendid  style.  There  were,  we 
suppose,  between  a thousand  and  twelve  hundred 
people  present.  Mr.  Clay  made  one  of  his  noblest 
efforts.  Commencing  by  a feeling  reference  to  the 
scenes  and  the  companions  of  his  youth,  he  passed 
to  the  consideration  of  great  questions  of  public 
concern,  and  enchained  the  attention  of  his  nume- 
rous hearers  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a half.  He 
dwelt  with  especial  emphasis  upon  the  danger  to 
cur  republican  institutions  from  the  idea  of  execu- 
tive unity,  inculcated,  and  practised  upon  by  the  late 
president. 

He  then  passed  to  the  consideration  of  the  inte- 
resting topic  of  what  should  be  the  course  and  po- 
licy of  a whig  president  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  country.  On  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  declared,  that 
he  spoke  for  himself  alone — not  for  gen.  Harrison, 
for  he  had  no  authority,  nor  for  the  whig  party. — 
One  of  the  first  duties  of  a new  whig  president  was 
by  declining  a re-election  to  limit  the  presidency  to 
a single  term;  this  was  one  of  the  most  important 
and  beneficial  innovations  which  could  be  intro- 
duced. Second:  The  veto  power  should  be  restrict- 
ed. He  suggested  that  instead  of  two-thirds  being 
requisite  to  pass  a bill  after  being  vetoed  by  the  pre- 
sident, that  a majority  of  both  houses  should  be 
competent  to  pass  it. 


Third:  The  dismissal  of  officers  should  be  re- 
stricted and  regulated  by  law — the  president  ought 
not  to  retain,  if  he  possesses,  the  power  of  arbitra- 
ry dismissal,  without  any  responsibility.  Fourth: 
The  custody  and  control  of  the  public  money  should 
be  taken  from  the  president  altogether,  and  confided 
entirely  to  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The 
republic  can  know  no  ease  until  this  important  prin- 
ciple shall  be  fully  established.  And,  filth:  Economy 
and  reform  should  be  introduced  into  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  and  substituted  for  waste 
and  corruption. 

On  each  of  these  heads,  Mr.  C.  discoursed  at 
some  length  to  the  delight  of  his  audience.  He  then 
remarked  that  there  were  other  duties  which  would 
devolve  upon  a whig  president.  First:  The  coun- 
try must  have  a sound,  uniform  currency.  While 
his  own  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  effecting  this 
was  decided,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  people  them- 
selves. If  they'  preferred  the  state  banks,  well  and 
good — if  a national  bank,  guarded  and  restricted,  it 
was  their  privilege  to  have  it.  Second:  The  tariff 
compromise  should  he  adhered  to.  Third:  internal 
improvements  by  the  federal  government  should  not 
be  farther  prosecuted — the  states  having  already  car- 
ried the  system  as  far  as  pruderies  and  the  condition 
of  the  country  w'airant.  Fourth:  A liberal  and  a 
just  policy  should  be  pursued  in  respect  to  the  pub- 
lic lands.  We  should  be  liberal  to  the  new  and  just 
to  all  the  states. 

He  mentioned  several  other  topics,  and  dwelt  at 
some  length  upon  them.  A further  notice  may  be 
taken  hereafter.  [ Richmond  Whig,  June  29. 

We  copied  yesterday  from  the  Richmond  Whig 
a short  notice  of  Mr.  Clay’s  address,  made  at  the 
dinner  given  to  him  in  Virginia  on  Saturday.  After 
Mr.  C.  had  concluded,- the  Whig  says: 

Gen.  Waddy  Thompson  next  addressed  the  meet- 
ing, in  one  ot  the  happiest  speeches  we  have  ever 
listened  to.  Roars  of  laughter  accompanied  his  in- 
imitably happy  hits.  He  is  a decided  favorite  with 
the  good  people  of  Hanover, .now,  henceforth  and 
forever. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  gov.  Barbour,  Mr.  Leigh  and 
Mr.  John  Robertson,  each  in  reply  to  toasts,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting.  At  night,  when  the  last  con- 
cluded, the  whole  crowd  was  stiil  as  eager  as  ever, 
and  the  regret  was  universal,  that  daikness  should 
terminate  the  rare  enjoyments  of  the  day.  Upon 
the  whole,  Ihe  occasion  was  rich  in  good  things,  and 
it  would  take  a week  to  narrate  them  all.  Three 
such  speeches  as  Mr.  Clay’s,  gen.  Thompson’s  and 
Mr.  Ciitlenden’s,  (to  say  nothing  of  tbeothers)  have 
rarely,  if  ever,  been  heard  on  the  same  day  by  a Vir- 
ginia audience. 

Mr.  Clay,  to  the  regret  of  our  citizens,  could  nbt 
visit  Richmond  during  bis  present  trip.  Hereturn- 
ed  yesterday  or  to  day  to  Washington. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  we  are  pleased  to  state,  is  now  in 
the  city. 

Polilical.  A circular  signed  by  Thomas  Ritchie, 
secretary  of  the  democratic  central  committee  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  dated  15th  June,  addressed  to  the  county 
corresponding  committees,  &c.  recommends  the  call 
of  a convention  in  each  electoral  division  of  the 
state — “Virginia  calls  for  a levy  en  masse,  and  con- 
fidently expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.”  It 
further  recommends  these  conventions  to  adopt  re- 
solutions expressive  of  their  opinions  on  the  presi- 
dential eleclion,  See. 

“And,  finally,  we  would  unite  with  the  demo- 
cratic association  of  Richmond  in  recommending 
the  assembling  of  a state  convention  at  Charlottes- 
ville on  the  9th  day  of  Sept.  next.  We  cannot  but 
believe  that  such  a convention',  coming  from  every 
part  of  the  state,  collecting  information  from  every 
source,  and  maintaining  and  vindicating  our  com- 
mon principles,  if  cordially  sustained  by  the  demo- 
cracy, will  rouse  the  people  to  a sense  of  their  danger 
and  cause  them  to  rally,  to  rescue  the  constitution 
from  the  bold  and  violent  assaults  with  which  it  is 
threatened. 

The  time  for  the  presidential  eleclion  is  now  ra- 
pidly approaching,  and  it  behooves  every  son  ot  Vir- 
ginia, who  ardently  desires  the  promotion  of  sound 
democratic  principles,  to  redouble  his  vigilance,  and 
to  annihilate  now  and  lorever  ev°ery  vestige  of  fe- 
deralism.” 

Wm.  B.  Dabney,  (late  first  teller  of  the  Bank  of 
Virginia),  has  been  examined  before  the  mayor  of 
this  city  ami  committed  to  jail.  He  is  committed 
not  on  the  ground  of  larceny,  but  of  assistng  B.  W. 
Greene  to  embezzle  the  funds  of  the  bank.  He  was 
brought  yesterday  before  judge  Nicholas  on  a hubeas 
corpus,  in  order  to  bail  him;  but  the  judge  rejected 
the  motion,  and  Dabney  was  re-cominitted  to  jail. ' 

The  banks.  The  Richmond  Whig  says  that  the 
banks  in  Virginia  are  curlaiiing  as  much  as  they 
can,  and  confine  their  discounts  principally  to  bu- 
siness paper. 
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Norfolk.  Miles  King,  esq.  has  been  re-elected 
mayor  of  Norfolk.  « 

Dinner  to  the  hon.  Waddy  Thompson.  We  learn 
from  the  last  Danville  ( Va.)  Reporter,  that  the  hon, 
Waddy  Thompson  has  accepted  the  compliment  of 
a public  dinner,  tendered  to  him  by  the  Whigs  of 
Pittsylvania,  Va. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Wheat  crop.  We  learn  that  the  wheat  crop  of  N. 
Carolina  is  a good  one,  both  as  to  quality  and  quan- 
tity. 

The  bank  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  has  de- 
• dared  a half  yearly  dividend  of  three  and  a quarter 
per  cent. 

Nog’s  Head.  The  survey  of  the  coast  at  Nag's 
Head,  authorised  by  the  last  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, has  been  completed  by  major  Gwynn,  state 
engineer.  As  the  report  has  not  yet  been  made 
public,  we  know  not  whether  the  opening  of  that 
long  closed  entrance  to  Albemarle  will  be  recom- 
mended as  practicable,  but  from  maj.  Gywnn’s  great 
experience  and  acknowledged  prudence,  we  can 
safely  say  in  advance",  that  whatever  he  does  recom- 
mend, the  state  may  safely  undertake,  with  a well- 
founded  assurance  of  iTItimate  success  and  advantage. 

[New burn  N.  C.  Spectator. 

GFORGrA. 

State  debt.  The  New  York  Express  says:— “The 
state  of  Georgia  has  recently  paid  all  arrearages  of 
interest  due  on  the  loan  held  in  this  city,  and  has  also 
paid  off  a portion  of  the  principal.  The  interest  on 
that  portion  of  the  loan  held  in  England  has  always 
been  paid  punctually,  and  no  delay  would  have  been 
experienced,  had  it  not  been  for  the  difficulty  of 
transmitting  funds  from  Georgia  to  this  city.  The 
amount  to  meet  the  interest  lias  been  lying  in  the 
Savannah  bank.” 

Candidates  for  congress.  Messrs.  Colquitt,  Coop- 
er and  Black,  have  announced  themselves  in  t4e 
Constitutionalist  of  yesterday  morning,  as  candi- 
dates for  congress. 

The  Central  bank.  This  institution  has  advertis- 
ed in  the  Milledgeville  (Ga.)  papers  that  it  will  loan 
out  $750,000 — and  will  commence  the  operation  on 
the  16th  July. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  election  for  congress  and  state  officers  will 
take  place  in  Louisiana  on  Monday  next,  the  6th  of 
July.  The  administration  candidates  for  congress 
are  Gilbert  Leonard  for  the  first  district,  gen.  J.  B. 
Dawson  for  the  second  district,  Richard  Winn,  third 
district.  The  whigs,  Edward  D.  White  for  the  first, 
Thomas  G.  Morgan  for  the  second,  and  J.  Moore 
for  the  third.  There  is  some  dissensions  in  the 
whig  ranks  as  to  their  candidates. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  greatest  co'ton  growing  state  in  the  union, 
is  overwhelmed  with  pecuniary  difficulties.  The 
New'  York  Express  says: 

Exchange  on  Mississippi  is  nearly  at  end;  the 
post  notes  of  the  best  banks  in  the  state  are  selling 
at  50  and  60  per  cent,  discount.  It  is  now  impossi- 
ble to  negociate  notes  or  paper  on  that  state.  This 
state  of  things  must  prove  a great  calamity  to  the 
people  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

Mississippi  banks.  According  to  the  Natchez 
Courier,  gov.  McNutt  has  issued  a proclamation  to  1 
the  effect,  that  the  following  named  banks  have  for-  ' 
feited  all  their  banking  powers,  viz: 

Fernando  rail  road  and  banking  company. 

Benton  and  Manchester  rail  road  and  banking  | 
company. 

Mississippi  rail  road  company.  1 

ARKANSAS. 

Red  river  raft.  We  are  informed  that  the  govern-  , 
ment  authorities  have  taken  in  hand  the  business  , 
of  again  opening  the  raft  on  Red  river.  The  steam-  ( 
boat  Cample  with  40  hands  commenced  operations  , 
on  the  6th  instant.  It  was  supposed  that  she  could  | 
clear  a passage  in  30  days.  [Louisville  Jour.  . 

Tornado.  The  Little  Rock  Advocate  of  the  8th  ■ 
contains  an  account  of  a violent  and  frightful  srtorm  > 
that  passed  over  Little  Rock  on  the  6th  u It.  between 
1 and  2 o’clock,  A.  M.  The  wind  blew  a continu-  | 
al  blast,  whilst  a dazzling  light  blinding  to  the  sight,  , 
burst  forth  from  every  quarter  of  the  heavens,  at-  | 
tended  with  long  and  occasionally  very  heavy  claps  , 
of  thunder.  The  printing  office  of  the  Star  was  , 
blowm  down,  the  press  broken,  and  the  types  and  < 
materials  scattered  about  and  much  injured.  The  J 
frame  of  the  new  theatre,  an  unfinished  house  of  j 
Dr.  Webb,  also  one  of  Dr.  Tappe,  and  two  or  three  ( 
other  frame  buildings  were  levelled  to  the  ground.  | 

OHIO.  ( 

Secretary  of  stale.  Dr.  William  Trevitt  has  been  t 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  Ohio,  secretary  of  i 
state,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  lamented  c 

death  of  Mr.  Harlan.  I 

Congressional  nominations.  The  Whigs  of  the  t 
6th  (Ohio)  congressional  district  have  nominated  r 


their  present  representative,  col.  Joseph  Ridghway, 
« for  re-election. 

The  whigs  of  the  district  composed  of  Ross,  Pike 
and  Scioto  counties,  Ohio,  have  put  in  nomination 
Mr.  Russell,  in  place  of  col.  Bond,  the  present  able 
representative,  who  declined  to  be  renomined. 

INDIANA. 

H.  J.  Harris,  late  cleik  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  this  state,  is  the  democratic  candidate  for 
state  senator  in  the  district  composed  of  Carroll  and 
Clinton  counties. 

MICHIGAN. 

Wheat  crop.  A letterdated  Centreville,  Michigan, 
June  16th,  says: 

“The  insect  has  destroyed  the  entire  wheat  crop 
on  Sturge’s  prairie,  and  it  has  commenced  its  rava- 
ges on  Nottaway’s  in  which,  if  it  should  continue  a 
week  longer,  there  will  remain  nothing  to  be  har- 
vested.— This  insect  is  known  as  the  army  worm, 
and  has  never  appeared  here  before.  It  destroys 
quite  afield  in  one  night  by  running  up  the  stock, 
and  biting  off  the  head,  and  goes  regularly  from 
field  to  field.” 

FLORIDA. 

The  question  of  a division,  so  as  to  make  two  states 
instead  of  one,  of  the  territory,  when  admitted  into 
the  union,  is  now  an  exciting  topic  in  Florida. — 
From  the  St  Augustine  New3  of  the  16th  instant, 
we  copy  the  following  paragraphs: — 

On  Saturday  last,  the  passengers,  Messrs.  Lyne 
and  Germorl,  with  the  mail  for  Jacksonville,  were 
chased,  near  Augers,  by  Indians.  The  pursuit  con- 
tinued upwards  of  three  miles;  the  horse  of  the  pri- 
vate conveyance  shortly  after  died. 

Capt.  Miller,  1st  infantry,  recently  captured  on 
the  Ocilla  river  ten  women  and  children;  killed  one 
warrior  and  another  supposed  to  be  a white  inan. 

Capt.  Bonneville,  2d  infantry,  on  the  Withlacoo- 
chee,  had  not  fallen  in  with  any  of  the  enemy  since 
his  last  success,  but  had  destroyed  over  a hundred 
acres  of  their  growing  crops. 

Col.  Harney,  2d  dragoons,  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Wckiwa.  Had  started  several  parties 
of  the  enemy,  and  was  in  pursuit. 

From  Tallahassee,  21st  ult.  we  learn  that  the  mi- 
litia iii  that  neighborhood  had  caught  two  Indians, 
by  the  assistance  of  two  bloodhounds.  It  is  suppos- 
ed that  the  hounds  have  not  had  a fair  trial,  as  on 
this  occasion  they  realised  every  anticipation  as  to 
their  keenness  of  scent,  and  faithfulness  in  follow- 
ing it  up. 


CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
Twelfth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  to  the 
stockholders.  Made  June  2,  1840. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  company  convene  under  circumstance  pecu- 
liarly embarrassing.  One  great  cause  of  anxiety  to 
all  connected  with,  or  interested  in,  the  proceedings 
of  the  company  fortunately  no  longer  exists.  The 
enormous  debt  which  pressed  like  an  incubus  on  all 
its  affairs  has  been  liquidated;  to  do  this,  the  pecu- 
niary resources  of  the  company  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted. The  residue  is  not  more  than  adequate  to 
meet  existing  engagements.  The  whole  work  in 
progress  must,  therefore,  be  immediately  abandoned, 
unless  measures  are  npw  devised  to  prevent  that 
catastrophe.  Knowing  that  the  losses  to  all  con- 
cerned must  be  very  large,  if  this  great  work  is  now’ 
suspended,  the  board  of  directors  have  reason  to  re- 
joice that  an  opportunity  offers  to  refer  to  the  stock- 
holders the  decision  of  every  question  connected 
therewith.  To  assist  in  the  execution  of  this  inte- 
resting trust,  we  propose,  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  charter  of  the  canal  company 
to  lay  before  the  stockholders  a detailed  statement 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  within 
the  last  twelve  months.  With  that  view  we  invite 
attention  to  the  communications  to  the  governor  of 
Maryland  from  the  president  of  the  canal  company 
appended  to  this  report.  These  communications 
vyere  submitted  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  by' 
the  governor;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  authorised  to 
remark  that  no  report  of  a committee  or  resolution 
from  an  individual  member  was  ever  offered  in 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  condemnatory  of  the 
measures  therein  explained.  These  facts  give  plea- 
sure to  those  who  have  had  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  canal  company  under  circumstances  most  try- 
ing, and  they  are  creditable  to  the  sense  of  justice 
of  those  persons  by  whom  that  management  has 
been  reviewed.  As  the  communications  to  govern- 
or Grason  contain  the  proceedings  of  the  boaid  Iroin 
the  first  of  June  to  the  first  of  January  last,  touch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  canal  and  the  management 
of  its  finances,  a very  brief  report- is  now  needed  to 
put  the  stockholders  in  possession  of  full  informa- 
tion as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  canal  com- 
pany. 


We  propose  to  treat  first  of  the  work  in  progress. 
On  the  first  of  January,  the  work  to  be  done  to 
complete  the  canal  to  Cumberland  is  estimated  at 
$2,410,222;  since  then  the  work  ascertained  to  be 
done  by  the  first  of  May,  and  believed  to  be  done  in 
that  month,  amounts  to  $257,866.  On  the  first  of 
June,  then,  the  sum  of  $2,152,356  is  required  to 
open  a canal  communication  between  Cumberland 
and  tide-water. 

For  a detailed  statement  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  this  work,  reference  is  respectfully  made  to  a re- 
port from  the  chief  engineer  in  the  appendix. 

The  revised  estimate  for  the  50  miles  of  Decem- 
ber 28,  1839,  which  was  submitted  to  the  legislature 
of  Maryland  at  its  December  session,  1839,  is  the 
guide  by  which  the  amount  required  to  complete 
this  division  of  the  canal  is  ascertained.  This  esti- 
mate was  made  out  when  prices  of  labor  and  provi- 
sions were  high.  At  this  time  prices  are  low,  and 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they'  will  be  materially 
increased  for  some  time  to  come,  unless  public 
works  in  several  of  the  states  now  suspended  should 
be  resumed.  We  feel  safe,  therefore,  in  saying  that 
the  sum  required  for  that  part  of  the  canal  referred 
to  will,  in  no  event,  exceed  the  sum  named.  It  is 
highly  probable,  indeed,  that  the  work  to  be  done 
will  cost  much  less  than  that  allowed  in  the  esti- 
mates. The  materials  are  ample  to  institute  com- 
parisons as  to  the  cost  of  public  works  made  in 
Europe  and  in  the  United  States,  at  different  periods 
of  time,  showing  the  effect  of  prices  of  labor  alone 
on  their  cost.  It  is  not  thought  to  be  necessary  to 
present  more  than  two  cases  for  that  purpose. 

Whilst  thefiist  107^  miles  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  w-ere  being  constructed,  the  average 
price  of  labor  was  less  than  ninety  cents  per  day, 
and  the  total  cost  of  that  whole  work,  extending 
from  the  basin  at  Georgetown  to  dam  No.  5,  was 

$4,776,118 

The  canal  company  have 
already  expended,  since 
prices  appreciated,  on  the 
76J  miles  west  of  dam 
No.  5 $4,162,000 

And  would  have  had  to  ex- 
pend but  for  the  deprecia- 
l ion  of  labor  and  produce 
to  complete  the  same  2,152,663 

6.314,663 


Making  a difference  of  $1,538,545 

in  the  cost  of  76J  over  and  above  the  cost  of  107^ 
miles  of  canal. 

It  maybe  stated  upon  the  authority  of  the  last 
report  of  the  canal  commissioners  to  the  legislature 
ot  New'  York,  made  on  the  28;h  of  January,  1840, 
that  the  old  five  double  combined  locks  at  Lockport 
on  the  Erie  canal,  built  in  1823,  1824  and  1825, 
cost,  exclusive  of  excavation,  $123,309,  but  that  the 
locks  to  lake  the  place  of  the  old  ones  that  were 
put  under  contract  in  October,  1838,  will  have  cost, 
when  finished,  exclusive  of  excavation,  $460,259; 
making  a difference  of  $336,950. 

It  also  appears  from  the  same  report  that  the  new 
Rochester  aqueduct  on  the  Erie  canal,  now  nearly 
finished,  will  have  cost  when  completed,  for  the 
aqueduct  itself,  exclusive  of  the  foundation  and  ex- 
cavation, about  $330,000;  while  upon  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal,  the  Monocacy  aqueduct, 
built  when  prices  were  low,  cost  $125,000;  being  a 
difference  of  $205,000.  The  Rochester  aqueduct 
has  seven  arches  of  fifty  two  feet  span  each.  The 
Monocacy  aqueduct  has  seven  arches  of  fifty-four 
feet  span  each. 

These  instances  are  relied  upon  as  sufficient  to 
illustrate  the  effect  on  the  cost  of  public  works  of 
that  great  change  in  the  prices  of  labor  and  produce 
which  occurred  within  a few  years.  The  last  men- 
tioned improvements,  when  examined  in  detail,  and 
compared  as  they  have  been,  also  show  distinctly 
that  in  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  a plan 
and  character  of  work  has  been  adopted  in  every 
respect  more  costly  than  that  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal. 

We  assume,  then,  that  in  no  event  will  more  than 
$2,152,000  be  required  to  complete  all  that  part  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  which  it  is  thought 
ought  for  the  present  to  be  undertaken  by  the  stock- 
holders; indeed,  the  board  believe  that  for  that  ob- 
ject $1,700,000  w'ill  be  sufficient,  if  present  prices 
should  not  appreciate,  and  if  Kyanized  wood  instead 
of  stone  is  used,  as  it  may  properly  be  in  the  con- 
struction of  one  of  the  aqueducts  and  twelve  of  the 
locks  yet  to  be  built. 

Looking  to  the  small  amount  of  money  required 
for  the  canal,  and  to  the  very  large  losses  which 
must  be  incurred  if  the  work  is  now  suspended,  it 
is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  the  stockholders  will 
devise  some  measure  to  guard  against  such  a dis- 
astrous occurrence.  In  inquiring  very  briefly  into 
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the  probable  extent  of  these  losses,  we  will  first  ad- 
vert to  those  to  which  the  stockholders  are  liable, 
and  then  to  the  amount  of  injury  to  be  done  to  a 
large  and  meritorious  class  of  citizens. 

First,  as  to  the  stockholders. 

On  this  subject  we  invite  particular  attention  to 
the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Fisk, 
chief  engineer,  made  to  the  board  of  directors  on 
the  30th  of  March  last: 

“Upon  the  six-sevenths  of  the  canal  that  has  been 
constructed,  there  has  been  expended,  including  in- 
terest on  loans,  &c.  a little  more  than  $10,000,000. 

“It  thus  appears  that  the  six-sevenths  of  the 
finished  canal,  costing  $10,000,000,  must  continue 
valueless  and  unproductive  to  the  stockholders  until 
the  remaining  one-seventh  shall  have  been  con- 
structed; and,  further,  that  the  deferring  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  canal,  for  any  length  of  time,  does,  in 
effect,  add  to  its  Gost  the  interest  for  the  same  period 
on  the  $10,000,000  aiready  expended. 

“To  enter  more  into  detail — 

“1st.  The  total  suspension  of  operations  upon  the 
canal  that  must  follow  the  recent  failure  to  obtain  a 
further  subscription  from  the  state  of  Maryland 
renders  it  certain,  even  if  there  should  be  every 
thing  done  by  that  state  next  year  that  can  then  be 
asked  for  by  the  company,  that  the  canal  will  not 
be  completed  to  Cumberland  in  less  than  four  years 
from  this  time.  It  might  easily  have  been  finished 
in  two  years  with  a rate  of  progress  through  1840, 
and  until  completion,  no  greater  than  in  1838  and 
1839. 

“I  repeat,  the  gradual  lessening  of  operations  for 
a few  months  past,  and  the  total  suspension  of  work 
for  one  year,  for  want  of  means,  will  add  two  years 
to  the  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the  canal 
to  Cumberland,  even  if  Maryland,  a year  hence, 
should  do  all  that  the  friends  of  the  canal  can  then 
desire. 

“There  is  evidence  that  cannot  be  questioned  to 
sustain  the  assertion  just  made.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that,  five  years  since,  when  the  canal  was 
finished  up  to  dam  No.  5,  there  was  a total  suspen- 
sion of  work  for  upwards  of  a year,  during  which 
time  the  company  was  in  debt,  and  in  very  bad  cre- 
dit, and  could  scarcely  raise  the  means  to  pay  the 
laboreis  engaged  upon  repairs.  In  the  spring  of 
1835,  money  was  obtained  for  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  canal;  but,  with  every  effort  that  could 
be  made — sending  abroad  for  laborers,  and  paying 
high  wages — there  was  less  than  $220,000  of  work 
done  within  the  first  year  after  the  resumption  of 
operations,  (including  the  time  required  fora  letting 
of  the  work),  and  less  than  $600,000  in  the  second 
year,  and  it  was  not  until  the  third  year  that  the 
amount  a little  exceeded  $1,000,000  per  annum; 
since  which  time  the  rate  per  year  has  been  rather 
more  than  $1,100,000. 

“Apply  the  above  facts  to  the  present  case,  upon 
the  supposition  that  a sufficient  appropriation  will 
be  made  next  year,  and  we  have: 

Work  done  first  year  

second  year  $220,000 

third  year  600,000 

fourth  year  1,000,000 

and  in  the  next  five  months,  say  480,000 

Making  the  amount  that  was  to  do  on  the 

1st  of  this  monlh  $2,300,000 

“Instead  of  the  four  years  and  five  months  that 
would  appear  from  this  calculation  to  be  required 
to  complete  the  canal- to  Cumberland,  we  have  nam- 
ed only  four  years,  to  be  rather  within  the  time,  and 
we  are  confident  that  we  are  so,  even  allowing  that 
circumstances  may  be  somewhat  more  favorable  for 
a resumption  of  work  a year  hence  than  they  were 
five  years  ago. 

“Having  referred  to  past  experience  in  support  of 
the  assertion  that  a total  suspension  of  work  for  one 
year  is  equivalent  to  deferring  the  completion  of  the 
canal  to  Cumberland  for  four  years,  I will  add  that, 
in  rny  opinion,  no  other  result  could  reasonably  be 
anticipated.  It  is  with  public  works  as  with  indi- 
viduals; those  that  pay  promptly  and  give  regular 
employment  to  their  laborers  can  do  work  at  consi- 
derable less  cost  than  those  who  pay  badly,  and 
whose  hand3  are  much  of  their  lime  idle.  In  this 
respect  our  canal  has  suffered  greatly.  The  fre- 
quent embarrassments  of  the  company  and  inability 
to  pay  promptly  its  contractors  have,  of  late  years, 
prevented  many  responsible  contractors  from  a dis- 
tance from  entering  into  competition  for  work  at 
our  public  lettings;  and,  owing  to  the  same  causes, 
mechanics  and  laboring  men  prefer  employment 
elsewhere. 

“Let  contractors,  mechanics  and  laborers  be  again 
driven  in  a body  from  the  line,  and  forced  to  seek 
employment  on  other  works,  as  must  be  the  case 
upon  suspending  operations,  and  they  will  not  easily 
be  induced  to  come  back,  and  only  at  high  prices. 
Thus  it  was,  in  the  instances  referred  to,  five  years 


since,  after  a suspension  for  want  of  means,  and 
when  the  company  had  been  for  a long  time  iri  very 
bad  credit;  and  so,  I arn  confident,  will  it  ever  be 
under  like  circumstances. 

“2d.  The  suspension  of  operations  at  this  time  is 
to  be  regetted  in  another  point  of  view.  The  pre- 
sent is  a remarkably  favorable  period  fordoing  work 
economical.  Labor  is  now  but  87|  cents  per  day, 
in  place  of  $1  25,  the  price  paid  a year  since.  Let 
one  year  be  lost,  or  rather  two  years,  (for  that,  in 
effect,  will  be  the  time  lost),  and  the  canal  company 
may  again  be  forced  to  carry  on  its  work  at  high 
prices.  But,  even  if  wages  throughout  the  coun- 
try should  remain  as  at  present,  such  will  be  the  de- 
mand for  labor  upon  the  canal  when  resuming  work, 
and  such  will  be  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered 
in  bringing  labor  back  to  the  line,  in  consequence 
of  past  difficulties  and  a want  of  confidence  in  the 
company,  that  the  completion  of  the  canal  will  cost 
at  least  15  per  cent,  upon  the  estimate  of  the  work 
to  be  done  more  than  it  would  were  operations  not 
to  be  suspended  at  this  time.  This  15  per  cent, 
amounts  to  $345,000. 

“I  will  now  sum  up  the  consequences  that,  in  my 
opinion,  will  result  to  the  state  of  Maryland  from 
suspending  operations  upon  the  yqpal  for-  one  year: 
“1st.  Two  years’  interest  on  the  7,000,000 
dollars  already  paid  by  the  state  towards 
the  construction  of  the  canal  so  far  as 
finished,  partly  at  5 per  cent,  and  partly 
at  6 per  cent,  say  $800,000 

“2d.  Additional  cost  of  work,  in  conse- 
quence of  high  [trices  to  be  paid  upon 
the  resumption  of  work,  beyond  what 
would  otherwise  be  required,  as  above 
explained  345,000 

“3d.  Additional  expense  of  officers,  &c. 
for  four  years  in  place  of  two  years,  not 
less  than  " 50,000 

“4th.  There  should  be  added,  for  interest 
on  the  sum  required  to  finish  the  canal, 
beyond  what  would  otherwise  be  paid 
previous  to  completion,  in  consequence 
of  three  years  being  required  to  do  the 
work  instead  of  two  years,  say  70,000 


Total  $1,265,000 

“This  sum  of  $1,265,000  may  be  regarded  as  the 
loss  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  caused  by  one  years’ 
suspension  of  operations  upon  the  canal.  Add  two 
years’  interest  on  the  $3,000,000  of  stock  now 
owned  by  the  state  of  Maryland,  viz:  $360,000,  and 
we  have  $1,625,000  for  the  loss  to  the  whole  body 
of  stockholders  from  the  suspension  of  work — 
equal  to  upwards  of  $2,200  per  day  lor  each  day  of 
the  two  years  that  the  completion  of  the  canal  will 
be  deferred  thereby. 

“The  above  are  not  speculative  calculations — 
(hey  may  be  regarded  as  of  a certain  and  positive 
character,  and  in  nowise  contingent,  as  time  will 
prove.” 

Here  we  have  set  forth,  it  is  confidently  believed 
the  consequences  of  a suspension  of  the  work  on 
the  canal  to  the  stockholders.  Let  us  now  look  to 
the  effect  of  such  a measure  on  the  contractors  and 
laborers  in  the  employment  of  the  company.  Many 
of  them  are  highly  meritorious  citizens,  and  all  of 
them  have  rights  in  this  matter  entitled  to  the  most 
tender  consideration. 

There  were,  on  the  first  of  May  instant,  on  the 
line  of  the  canal  in  progress,  1,902  laborers,  accom- 
panied in  many  instances  by  their  families.  Arrest 
the  work  now,  and  this  mass  of  human  beings  are 
turned  loose  upon  society  without  employment,  and 
without  means  of  support. 

The  contractors  and  laborers  in  the  line  have  in 
use  numerous  drays,  wagons  arid  carts,  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  hoises,  have  a very  large  amount  of 
store  good3  and  provisions  on  hand,  and  have  built 
for  the  accommodation  of  themselves  and  families 
300  houses;  these  articles  of  property  may  be  safely 
valued  in  the  aggregate  at  $150,000.  Arrest  the 
work  in  progress,  and  the  whole  of  it  must  be  forced 
into  a market  where  there  can  be  but  little  demand, 
and  it  will  not  command  one-halt  its  value.  A loss 
of  more  than  $75,000  would  be  inevitable.  This 
sum  may  not  seem  large  enough  to  attract  particu- 
lar attention  in  a report  treating  of  millions  instead 
of  hundreds.  But  it  is  enormous  to  men  whose 
means  are  very  limited.  It  is  large  enough  to  make 
many  of  them  bankrupts  and  beggars.  In  fact,  the 
sudden  destruction  by  fire  of  one  of  our  most  popu- 
lous villages  could  not  be  more  productive  of  human 
suffering  than  the  threatened  abandonment  of  the 
canal.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any  man  or  set 
of  men  would  deliberately  plan  and  execute  mea- 
sures intended  to  produce  such  a contingency.  Their 
fame  could  but  be  of  the  same  ignoble  character  of 
the  fame  of  him  who  applied  the  torch  to  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  temples  of  antiquity,  that  posterity 
1 might  know  that  he  had  existed.  • 


Besides  those  referred  to,  there  are  other  private 
citizens  having  highly  important  interests  involved 
in  this  subject. 

With  a view  of  increasing  the  trade  on  the  canal 
and  developing  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  the  legislature  of  Maryland  has  incorporat- 
ed several  large  companies. 

We  know  of  the  George’s  creek  coal  and  iron 
company;  the  Maryland  and  New  York  iron  and 
coal  company;  the  Maryland  Mining  company;  the 
Boston  and  New  York  coal  company;  the  Allegha- 
ny Mining  company;  the  Clifton  company,  and  the 
Union  company.  The  aggregate  capital  of  the  in-- 
corporations  is  now  $5,000,000,  and  may  be  increas- 
ed, according  to  theirseveral  charters,  to  $8,000,000. 
Nearly  $1,000,000  of  these  capitals  has  been  paid 
in,  and  a considerable  portion  of  that  sum  has  been 
expended  in  preparations  for  the  coal  and  iron  tiade. 
A profitable  commencement  of  all  the  operations 
they  have  in  view  requires  an  expenditure  of  up- 
wards of  $2,000,000.  These  companies  calculate 
on  being  able  ultimately  to  send  annually  down  the 
canal  more  than  two  millions  of  tons  of  coal.  In  the 
first  year  after  the  canal  is  in  operation  they  confi- 
dently expect  to  send  to  market  on  that  channel 
200,000  tons  of  coal,  and  that  amount  will  be  added 
to  largely  every  year  afterwards.  One  of  the  com- 
panies has  already  three  miles  of  drift  under  ground 
in  coal  and  iron  ore  banks,  and  has  constructed  a 
furnace  that  can  turn  out  per  week  from  70  to  92 
tons  of  iron.  But  their  operations  have  heen  par- 
tially suspended  in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty 
of  the  time  when  the  canal  will  be  completed. 
Another  company  has  commenced  the  construction 
of  furnaces  lor  iron,  &c.  And  all  the  companies, 
having  invested  largely  in  coal  lands,  are  waiting 
anxiously  for  some  indication  as  to  the  time  when 
the  canal  will  certainly  be  finished  to  Cumber- 
land, that  they  may  commence  operations  on  a large 
scale. 

If  the  canal  be  now  abandoned,  all  these  corpora- 
tions must  be  seriously  embariassed;  the  losses  to 
their  stockholders  in  annual  interest  on  the  capital 
would  be  considerable.  And  there  is  good  cause 
to  apprehend  that  many  of  the  enterprising  citizens 
who  now  stand  ready  to  second  the  canal  company 
in  their  efforts  to  develop  the  riches  of  the  Allegha- 
nies  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  this  commendable 
undertaking. 

Having  presented  these  things  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  stockholders,  in  relt-rence  to  the  threat- 
ened suspension  of  the  canal,  we  leave  to  them 
the  decision  of  that  question,  in  the  confident  be- 
lief that  it  will  be  justly,  wisely  and  lightly  dispos- 
ed of. 

The  repairs  during  the  last  year  on  the  134  miles 
of  canal  which  is  completed  were  very  small.  No 
part  of  that  sum  was  expended  on  the  27  1-2  miles 
between  dams  No.  5 and  6,  which  is  evidence  that 
that  division  of  the  canal  is  constructed  in  superior 
style.  Although  it  was  filled  with  water  for  the  first 
time  in  April,  1839,  there  was  not  one  day’s  inter- 
ruption to  the  navigation,  from  breaches,  or  other 
causes,  during  the  last  year. 

On  this  division  an  improvement  is  now  in  progress 
that  must  arrest  the  trade  on  the  canal  west  of  dam 
No.  5,  until  it  can  be  completed.  It  was  anticipated, 
when  the  water  was  let  into  this  portion  of  the  canal, 
that  this  improvement  would  be  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  effect  of  lime  sinks,  near  Prather’s  neck, 
and  to  secure  a weak  point  in  the  canal  four  miles 
below  Hancock.  This  work  is  indispensable,  and 
could  never  be  done  with  less  inconvenience  to  the 
public  than  at  this  time,  when  the  trade  on  the  canal 
is  not  very  active.  It  will  be  finished  by  the  15th 
of  July  next.  The  toll  on  the  canal  may  now  be 
estimated  at  $45,000  per  annum;  of  that  sum, 
$30,000  will  be  required  to  keep  the  canal  in  good 
and  navigable  order,  and  to  pay  the  salaries  ol  all 
the  officers,  exclusive  of  engineers  and  other  officers 
engaged  on  the  line  beyond  the  point  to  which  the 
canal  is  completed.  And  we  shall  have  at  least 
$15,000  to  pay  the  interest  annually  on  any  scrip 
or  other  evidences  of  debt  which  the  stockholders 
may  direct  to  be  issued,  supposing  that  Maryland 
would  consent  to  such  an  application  of  a part  of 
the  tolls,  in  the  event  of  there  being  made  no  fur- 
ther subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  canal  com- 
pany. 

The  survey  ordered  to  be  made  west  of  Cumber- 
land, with  a view  to  the  extension,  at  some  future 
day,  of  the  canal  to  the  Ohio,  was  suspended  last 
fall.  The  reduction  of  the  engineer  corps  in  De- 
cember last,  and  the  consequent  active  employment 
of  the  engineers  on  other  duties,  have  prevented  a 
presentation  to  the  board  of  a full  report  of  this  sur- 
vey. A report  on  the  subject  is  now  being  prepar- 
ed with  that  care  and  accuracy  w hich  its  importance 
demands.  It  will  suffice  now  to  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  chief  engineer,  “that  the  facts  disclos- 
ed by  the  survey  place  beyond  a doubt  the  sufficien- 
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cy  of  water  on  the  Alleghany  summit  fora  continu- 
ous canal  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  the  Ohio 
river.” 

Since  the  date  of  the  communication  to  governor 
Grason  of  the  "10th  of  February  last,  no  sales  to  any 
considerable  amount  have  been  made  of  the  Mary- 
land five  per  cent,  sterling  bonds  held  by  the  canal 
company,  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  Mr. 
Peabodv  has  handed  over  to  our  present  London 
agent,  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  & Co.  all  the  bonds 
belonging  to  the  canal  company  which  he  had  not 
disposed  of,  amounting  to  £133,000  of  Maryland  3 
per  cents,  sterling,  and  £51,000  of  5 percent.  Penn- 
sylvania certificates.  And  we  learn  from  Messrs. 
B.  B.  &Co.  and  Mr.  Peabody,  that  no  sales  can  for 
the  present  be  effected  for  either  of  those  classes  of 
securities — the  price?  at  which  they  are  quoted  be- 
ing nominal.  It  is  stated  “that  the  financialdifficul- 
ties  of  the  states,  as  represented  by  the  respective 
governors  in  their  messages,”  “and  the  omission 
on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  to  provide  for  her  divi- 
dends due  on  the  1st  January,”  aided  by  other  causes, 
“has  put  a stop  to  all  negotiations.” 

1 All  this  and  other  matters  showing  fully  and  clear- 
ly the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  canal  compa- 
ny, will  be  found  set  forth  in  the  statements  from  the 
chief  clerk  and  treasurer,  appended;  to  which  refe- 
rence is  most  respectfully  made. 

Understanding  that  there  are  persons  who  still 
speculate  upon  the  propriety  of  substituting  a slack- 
water  navigation  for  the  independent  canal  between 
dam  No.  6 and  Cumberland,  we  have  a few  remarks 
to  make  on  that  subject.  In  a report  made  to  the 
board  of  directors  on  the  21st  April,  1837,  the  chief, 
engineer  estimates  that  this  proposed  slack-water 
navigation,  to  be  permanent,  would  cost  $2,709,450; 
which  exceeds  the  whole  sum  now  needed  to  finish 
the  independent  canal.  This,  we  suppose,  ought 
to  dissipate  all  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  chang- 
ing the  character  of  the  improvement.  Besides, 
the  location  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  is 
just  above  high-water  mark  on  that  part  of  the  Po- 
tomac where  it  is  proposed  the  dams  for  creating  the 
slack-water  navigation  are  to  be  built,  and  conse- 
quently, if  they  were  built,  every  freshet  would 
flood  the  whole  of  that  great  work,  to  its  most  seri- 
ous injury.  These  considerations,  we  presume,  will 
be  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  persevering 
in  the  mode  of  improvement  which  has  been  deter- 
mined upon. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  By  order 
and  in  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS, 
President  Ches.  and  Ohio  canal  company. 

Washington  city,  June  2,  1840. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Admonition.  The  following  elegant  passage 
we  extract  from  the  pastoral  letter  of  the  most  reve- 
rend the  archbishop  of  Baltimore,  and  the  right  re- 
verend bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  assembled  in  provin- 
cial council,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month 
of  May,  1840,  to  the  clergy  and  laity  of  their  charge. 

[N.  Y.  Courier. 

“And  here,  beloved  brethren,  whilst  we  disclaim 
all  right  to  interfere  with  your  judgment  in  the  po- 
litical affairs  of  our  common  country,  and  are  far 
from  entertaining  the  wish  to  control  you  in  the 
constitutional  exercise  of  your  freedom — we  cannot, 
in  justice  to  ourselves,  refrain  from  addressing  to 
-ou  a few  observations  equally  demanded  by  the 
ove  that  we  bear  to  our  civil  and  political  institu- 
tions, and  the  obligations  of  morality.  You  can- 
not but  be  aware  that  our  own  views  and  senti- 
ments, respecting  the  political  parties  which  divide 
our  national  councils,  are  as  little  in  harmony  as 
are  your  own,  or  those  of  any  other  religious  body 
in  our  land.  You  cannot,  therefore,  attribute  our 
monition  to  any  political  bias,  nor  entertain  the  sus- 
picion that  it  is  meant  to  produce  any  political  ef- 
fect. Our  object  is  exclusively  the  respectability 
of  our  land,  the  stability  of  our  constitution,  the 
perpetuation  of  our  liberties,  and  the  preservation 
ol  pure  and  undefiled  religion. 

“The  periods  which  precede  our  great  elections 
are  usually  marked  by  extraordinary  excitement. — 
Associations  are  formed,  committees  are  appointed, 
clubs  are  organized,  party  spirit  is  excited,  fhe 
tongue  amt  the  pen  are  embittered  by  virulence,  truth 
is  degraded,  and,  more  melancholy  and  more  censur- 
able still,  freemen  of  every  religious  denominations, 
electors,  upon  the  proper  exercise  of  whose  judg- 
ment we  receive  statesmen  who  may  save  our  repub- 
lics as  from  ruin  or  who  may  dergade  them  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  and  may  destroy  our  peace  and  our 
liberty;  voters  upon  whose  virtues  and  prudence 
our  dearest  rights  depend,  are  brutalized  by  pamper- 
ing their  meanest  passions,  are  by  vile  bribery  de- 
based to  the  lowest  grade  of  infamy  and  reckless- 
ness; and  thus  what  was  meant  to  be  a blessing  is 


turned  into  a curse.  Beloved  brethren,  flee  this 
contamination,  keep  aloof  from  these  crimes;  reflect 
that  you  are  accountable  not  only  to  society  but  to 
God,  for  the  honest,  independent  and  fearless  exer- 
cise of  your  own  franchise,  that  it  is  a trust  confid- 
ed to  you  nor  for  your  own  private  gain  but  for  the 
public  good,  and  that  if  yielding  to  any  undue  in- 
fluence you  act  either  through  favor,  affection  or 
the  motives  of  dishonest  gain  against  your  own  de- 
liberate view  of  what  will  promote  your  country’s 
good,  you  have  violated  your  trust,  you  have  be- 
trayed your  conscience,  and  you  are  a renegade  to 
your  country.  Do  then,  we  entreat  you,  avoid  the 
contaminating  influence  of  political  strife,  keep 
yourself  a loof  from  the  pestilential  atmosphere  in 
which  honor,  virtue,  patriotism  and  religion  perish; 
and  be  assured  that  our  republics  can  never  be  re- 
spected abroad,  nor  sustained  at  home  save  by  an 
uncompromising  adherence  to  honor,  virtue,  to  pa- 
triotism, and  to  religion.  How  often  have  we  had 
to  weep  over  the  havoc  of  morals,  and  the  wreck  of 
religion  which  political  excitement  has  produced.” 

gen.  jackson’s  reiterated  approval  of  mb. 
van  buren’s  ADMINISTRATION. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

Fincaslle,  May  25 Ih,  1840. 

In  your  paper  of  the  22d  instant,  just  received,  I 
find  that  the  whigs  have  been  representing  general 
Jackson  as  having  deserted  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  de- 
clared in  favor  of  general  Harrison.  In  order  to 
correct  somewhat  similar  misrepresentation,  circu- 
lated in  some  extent  in  Botetourt,  previous  to  our 
late  election,  I wrote  to  the  old  hero  requesting  his 
permission  to  contradict  them,  and  I hereto  annex  a 
copy  of  his  reply  for  publication;  which,  I think,  is 
quite  conclusive  as  to  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  the  leading  policy  of  his  administration.  In 
haste,  very  respectfully,  yourob’t  serv’t, 

JAMES  McDOWELL,  of  Fincaslle. 

“ Hermitage , May  10tft,  1840. 

My  dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.  has 
been  received  and  is  now  before  me.  I am  not  as- 
tonished to  learn  from  it  that  the  ‘Rives  conserva- 
tives’ should  deny  the  authenticity  ot  my  letter 
written  in  answer  to  one  received  from  Moses  Daw- 
son, esq.  and  published  by  him  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  vear  1837,  or  the  first  of  the  year  1838,  approv- 
ing the  financial  policy  of  president  Van  Buren,  as 
set  forth  in  his  message  to  the  extra  session  of'  con- 
gress, in  September,  1837,  for  separating  the  govern- 
ment lrom  all  banks. 

It  appears  that  the  Rives  conservatives  the  abo- 
litionists and  federalists,  have  combined  to  obtain 
the  reins  of  government  into  their  own  hands,  by 
a continued  system  of  deceiving  the  people  by  false- 
hood and  slander  of  the  basest  kind,  forgetting  that 
the  American  people  are  an  enlightened  and  virtu- 
ous people,  capable  of  self-government,  who  may, 
by  the  falsehoods  of  designing  demagogues  and  po- 
liticians, be  led  astray  for  a moment;  but  the  second 
thought  always  dispelled,  and  ever  will  dispel  from 
their  minds  the  gross  deceptions  that  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  practised  upon  them  by  these  political 
demagogues,  who  think  the  people  are  incapable  of 
self-government,  and,  to  save  the  people  from  them 
selves,  wish  to  rule — vain  thoughts!  which  have 
heretofore  disappointed  the  opposition,  and  I trust 
ever  will,  and  must  so  long  as  the  virtue  of  the  peo- 
ple soars  above  the  corrupting  influence  of  the  mo- 
ney power,  which  has,  for  a long  time,  been  cor- 
rupting the  morals  of  the  world.  But  truth  is  mighty, 
and  will  prevail;  and  the  virtue  of  the  people  will 
perpetuate  our  glorious  union  and  happy  republican 
system  against  all  the  corrupting  influence  of  the 
combined  money  power  and  modern  paper  credit 
system,  and  wilt  support  the  administration  in  sepa- 
rating the  government  from  all  banks,  and  restor- 
ing the  government  to  the  express  limits  of  the 
constitution  as  contemplated  by  the  sages  who  fram- 
ed it. 

You  are  authorised  to  say,  to  all  my  republican 
friends,  that  I am  the  author  of  a letter  addressed  to 
Moses  Dawson,  esq.  in  reply  to  one  from  him  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1837,  or  the  first  part  of  the 
year  1838,  and  published  by  Mr.  Dawson  in  his 
paper,  approving  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  recommendation 
of  divorce  of  the  government  from  all  banks  or  bank- 
ing corporations. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  letter  as  your  pru- 
dence may  dictate,  and  I am  with  great  respect,  your 
most  ob’t  serv’t,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

• James  McDowell,  esq.” 

Gen.  Harrison’s  opinion.  A number  of  gen- 
tlemen of  Louisville  recently  sent  to  general  Harri- 
son a phamphlet  containing  his  Vincennes  speech, 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  to  Mr.  Hannar 
Denny,  &c.  &c.  with  a request  to  be  informed  whe- 
ther the  various  and  well-known  opinions  expressed 


in  these  several  documents,  on  the  great  questions 
which  agitate  our  country,  remain  unchanged.  To 
this  inquiry,  the  general  returned  the  following  re- 
ply: 

“ North  Bend,  June  2,  1840. 

“Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  ‘whe- 
ther the  letters  and  speeches  which  have  been  pub- 
lished in  my  name  by  my  political  friends,  particu- 
larly those  contained  in  a pamphlet  lately  published 
in  Cincinnati,  by  col.  C.  S.  Todd,  and  Benj.  Drake 
esq.  contain  the  sentiments  and  opinion  which  I at 
present  entertain,’  I repeat  what  1 have  lately  writ- 
ten to  a committee  ot  my  friends  in  New  York,  that 
I should  not  consider  myself  an  honest  man  to  suffer 
these  letters  and  speeches  to  be  thus  used  without 
contradiction,  if  any  alteration  had  taken  place  in 
my  opinions.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow 
citizen,  W.  H.  HARRISON. 

“To  Charles  M.  Thurston,  Henry  Pirlle,  G.  W. 
Anderson,  Louisville,  Ky.” 

The  TIPPECANOE  BATTE  GROUND  CONVENTION. 
The  following  address  was  adopted  by  the  freeemen 
who  assembled  on  the  29th  of  May,  on  the  bailie 
ground  of  Tippecanoe,  to  celebrate  the  important 
victory  gained  on  that  spot  twenty-nine  years  ago, 
by  gen.  Harrison. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  INDIANA  AND  OF  THE  U.  S. 

Assembled  on  the  field  of  Tippecanoe  to  render 
the  homage  of  our  gratitude  to  the  dead  who  lie 
here  entombed,  and  to  the  living  soldiers  and  com- 
mander who  exposed  their  lives  in  defence  of  the 
western  frontier;  assembled  to  cherish  in  remem- 
brance the  simple  and  hardy  virtues  of  the  founders 
of  the  great  and  flourishing  empire  of  freedom  in 
the  west;  assembled  to  commemorate  the  patriotism, 
the  fortitude  and  bravery  of  the  men  who  dwell  in 
“log  cabins,”  and  the  rude  tenements  which  cha- 
racterise the  founding  of  all  commonwealths — 
whose  hearts  glowing  with  the  love  of  liberty — 
whose  minds  filled  with  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of 
civilization  and  the  advancement  of  the  human  race, 
boldly  unfurled  their  banners  in  the  wilderness,  and 
planted  in  the  midst  of  the  tackless  forests  of  the 
west  the  social  arts  and  the  institutions  of  freedom; 
surrounded  with  these  lecollections — here,  from  the 
place  where  Daviess,  Spencer,  Owen  and  Warrick 
fell — here,  where,  the  gallant  Harrison  and  his  brave 
comrades  repulsed  the  savage  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try— from  this  consecrated  place  we  address  the 
young  men  of  Indiana,  of  Ohio,  of  Illinois — the 
young  men  of  the  whole  union.  Here  the  hardy 
sons  of  the  north — here  the  sons  of  the  chivalrous 
south — here  the  dwellers  of  the  western  forest,  fought 
side  by  side.  Their  united  voices  rose  in  the  shout 
of  victory,  and  as  brethren  of  the  same  family  they 
mourned  over  their  fallen  comrades.  We  call  upon 
you,  not  as  soldiers  to  buckle  on  your  armor,  and 
march  forth  in  the  wilderness  to  fight  the  battles  of 
your  country,  but  as  citizens  we  entreat  you  to  put 
forth  your  moral  energies  as  champions  of  the  in- 
stitutions and  laws  of  your  country — to  vindicate 
your  claims  as  Ireemen  to  the  inheritance  of  the 
glorious  constitution  established  by  your  fathers 
The  spoilers  are  in  the  temple  of  liberty,  and  foul 
corruption  has  polluted  the  sacred  altar  of  freedom. 
Where  sat  the  immortal  Washington — the  father  of 
his  country — the  glorious  champion  of  liberty— is 
now  seated  the  mere  leader  of  a party — one  who, 
under  the  syren  song  of  reform,  has  bankinpted  the 
government  and  brought  the  people  to  the  verge  of 
ruin.  That  lofty  station — whence  the  founder  of  this 
mighty  republic  dispensed  the  meed  of  reward  to 
integrity  virtue  and  patriotism  as  a father  watching 
with  yearning  affection  over  the  welfare  of  his  chil- 
dren— is  now  degraded  to  a mart  of  executive  favori- 
tism, where  patronage  and  office  are  sold  as  the  price 
of  fealty  to  power — where  subserviency  has  displac- 
ed independence — where  faithfulness  and  ability  no 
longer  find  an  abiding  place.  Men  of  the  west — ye  of 
the  forest  and  plain — men  of  the  lakes  and  dwellers 
upon  the  mighty  rivers — yeof  the  sunny  south — ye  of 
the  vigorous  north,  descendants  of  the  men  who 
fought  at  Bunker  Hill — at  Monmouth— at  Yorktown 
— at  Tippecanoe— at  Lundy’s  Lane— at  the  Thames 
— and  the  plains  ofNew  Orleans:  ye  who  inherit  the 
wisdom,  virtues  and  fame  of  the  sages  of  the  revo- 
lution embodied  in  the  laws  and  constitution  of  your 
country,  will  you  suffer  the  sanctuary  of  freedom’s 
temple  to  be  profaned'1  Will  ye  renounce  your 
birth-right  and  become  the  panders  of  power— the 
parricides  of  the  glory  of  your  ancestors?  Will  you 
destroy  forever  the  hopes  of  posterity?  No!  nevei! 
resounds  from  the  verdant  hills  of  Connecticut.  The 
land  of  Washington — of  Patrick  Henry — the  nurs- 
ing mother  ot  liberty,  shouts  from  all  her  mountains 
and  valleys,  no!  never!  The  Empire  state  has  vin- 
dicated her  tide  to  the  proud  motto  she  claims,  and 
with  a Roman  spirit  worthy  the  age  in  w hich  Brutus 
delivered  his  country  from  tyranny,  she  has  passed 
judgment  upon  her  own  son:  her  voice,  loudest  in 


282 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  4,  1840— POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 


the  great  acclamation  of  deliverance,  shouts  from 
all  her  borders,  “down  with  the  Tarquins — away 
with  the  spoilers!!”  Warren  and  Montgomery, 
speaking  through  the  voice  of  the  old  Bay  state, 
point  to  the  early  scenes  of  the  revolution:  there  are 
Concord,  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill,  and  there  re- 
maining forever,  still  echoing  back  the  shout,  no! 
never!  Ohio,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  the  great  west, 
from  all  its  forests  and  plains,  its  mighty  rivers  and 
lakes,  as  with  the  voice  of  all  its  rushing  waters, 
shout,  no!  never!  The  warm  and  patriotic  south, 
with  all  its  ardent  and  lofty  spirits,  cries,  never!  no! 
never!  Indiana,  here  in  the  living  masses  of  her 
hardly  som,  with  her  deep  voice  of  gratitude  ex- 
claims— in  our  manhood  we  will  cherish  the  pro- 
tector of  our  infancy. 

CHARLES  H.  TEST,  'l 
OTH.  S.  CLARK, 

JOSEPH  M.  MOORE,  > committee. 
SAMUEL  HANNA, 

JAS.M.  STEWART, 

CELEBRATION  AT  FORT  MEIGS. 

From  the  Buffalo  Journal,  June  15. 

The  sun  never  snown  brighter  than  upon  the 
Wave,  as  that  boat  swiftly  ascended  the  Mauinee  the 
morning  of  the  10th.  Arrived  at  Toledo,  we  found 
the  United  Slates  and  tile  General  Scott,  both  load- 
ed so  that  their  decks  seemed  one  dense  mass  of  hu- 
man beings.  We  were  joined,  about  nine,  by  the 
Rochester  and  Star,  filled  to  overflowing  with  dele- 
gates from  Lake  county,  Ohio,  and  from  Cleveland 
and  towns  adjacent.  The  fleet  of  boats  was  soon 
formed  into  line,  the  Wave  taking  the  lead,  and 
amid  the  huzzas  of  the  people  covering  the  decks 
and  shores,  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  the  inspiring 
strains  of  bauds  of  music  the  whole  were  again  in 
rapid  motion.  The  approach  to  Perrysburg  is  sin- 
gularly beautiful,  and  if  the  river  had  the  clearness 
and  arrowy  current  of  the  Detroit  or  the  Niagara, 
it  would  soon  be  as  renowned  for  its  picturesqueness 
as  it  now  is  lor  malaria.  Its  flue  reaches,  the  grace- 
ful sweep  of  its  curves,  the  hoary  forests  which 
crown  its  banks,  surpassing  in  depth  and  luxuriance 
of  foliage  any  thing  we  ever  before  beheld,  and  the 
gala  aspect  of  the  whole  enlivened  by  so  many 
steamboats  flaunting  in  gorgeous  banners  and  many 
a "-ay  device,  presented  a scene  which  has  rarely,  if 
ever,  bepn  equalled. 

A short  hour  brought  us  ip  view  of  Perrysburg, 
the  hi^h  table  land,  about  a mile  above  the  village, 
the  site  of  Fort  Meigs,  gleaming  with  the  tents  of 
the  Buffalo  military,  and  the  city  of  Maumee  over- 
hanging the  opposite  side.  We  swept  by  a com- 
man'din-’-  bluff  on  the  Maumee  city  side,  and  a salute 
announced  in  thunder  tones  that  we  were  passing  the 
site  of  the  old  French  Fort  Miami,  and  entering  a re- 
gion consecrated  by  the  best  blood  and  the  most  he- 
roic achievements  of  the  French,  the  British,  the 
red  men  and  the  Americans.  Just  above  and  in 
si°d)t,  commenced,  and  directly  opposite  under  the 
guns  of  what  was  then  the  British  fort,  ended  the 
sanguinary  conflict  in  which  Mad  Anthony,  aided 
by  Harrison  and  the  gallant  spirits  under  his  com- 
mand, wiped  out  the  disgrace  of  St.  Clair’s  defeat, 
broke  the  Indian  power  in  the  northwestern  territo- 
ry, and  put  a final  termination  to  the  war  of  the  re- 
volution. Few  localities  in  our  country  are  richer 
in  historic  recollections  of  engrossing  interest,  and 
the  °randeur  and  beauty  of  the  scene  were  worthy 
the  sentiments  which  it  served  to  excite.  We  had 
no  time,  however,  to  indulge  in  reminiscences.  The 
roar  of  artillery  from  the  shore  and  the  boats,  the  ac- 
clamation of  the  thousands  who  had  preceded  us, 
which  rent  the  air  as  we  neared  the  shore,  and  were 
echoed  back  from  those  on  board,  soon  dispelled  the 
recollections  of  the  past,  and  created  emotions  of  a 
different,  though  not  less  exciting  character. 

Immediately  on  landing,  we  repaired  to  the  old 
green  fort.  Independent  of  the  association  which 
will  ever  render  the  spot  hallowed  ground  in  the 
heart  of  all  true,  patriotic  Americans,  a place  more 
eminently  beautiful  or  one  better  fitted  for  a celebra- 
tion like  that  in  which  we  were  about  to  participate, 
could  not  be  found  in  our  broad  land.  The  site  of 
the  fort  is  on  the  brow  of  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
nearly  an  hundred  feet  above  the  water,  to  which 
the  descent,  though  covgiyd  with  the  greenest  sward, 
is  almost  precipitous.  On  the  land  side  sweeps 
around  in  a crescent  form  a ravine,  which,  together 
with  the  river,  partially  insulates  the  fort,  and  must 
have  contributed  essentially  to  the  defence  of  Ihe 
place.  The  fosse  or  ditch,  the  glacis,  the  sally  ports, 
though  overgrown  with  short  thick  grass,  are  all  dis- 
tinctfy  defined.  Beneath,  for  many  a mile  stretches 
the  luxuriant  valley  of  the  Maumee,  the  broad  river, 
dotted  with  islands,  fading  away  into  the  dim,  hazy 
distance,  and  reflecting  like  polished  silver  the  bright 
rays  of  an  unclouded  sun.  The  banks  present  a 
roost  charming  view.  They  are  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation  in  the  vicinity  of  Perrysburg  and  Mau- , 


mee,  and  with  Ihe  neat  villa-like  houses  of  the'pro- 
prietors,  crowning  the  heights  and  relieved  by  the 
fine  specimens  of  the  piuneval  forest  which  good 
taste  has  allowed  to  remain,  the  back-ground  filled 
up  with  the  dark,  silent  and  solemn  woods,  made  a 
picture  of  surpassing  beauty. 

It  having  been  understood  that  general  Harrison, 
who,  with  his  companions  and  former  aids,  colonel 
Todd  and  majors  Clarkson  and  Oliver,  had  spent  the 
night  preceding  at  Sandusky,  would  arrive  in  the 
boat  of  the  same  name  at  Toledo,  in  the  afternoon, 
the  committee  of  arrangemenls  delegated  to  a com- 
mittee consisting  of  Messrs.  Taylor,  Choules,  Clapp 
and  Stagg  of  this  city,  and  a detachment  of  the  Buf- 
falo volunteer  military  corps,  under  command  of 
captain  Vaughn,  the  pleasing  task  of  receiving  the 
hero  and  escorting  him  to  Perrysburg.  They  left  in 
the  Perry  soon  after  our  arrival.  The  interval  be- 
tween their  departure  and  return  we  spent  in  view- 
ing the  localities  about  the  fort,  and  noting  the  fresh 
arrivals.  Immense  multitudes  were  already  on  the 
ground,  and  (hey  continued  to  pour  in  by  thousands. 
More  than  five  hundred  wagons  came  in  one  single 
, procession.  The  van  of  the  line  was  formed  by  the 
Richland  county  delegation,  who  came  a distance  of 
more  than  one  hundred  miles,  in  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  wagons.  We  attempted  at  first  to  parti- 
cularize each  different  delegation  with  the  equipages, 
banners,  mottos  and  badges  but  we  were  soon  obliged 
to  give  up  in  despair.  A description  of  these  things 
would  alone  more  than  fill  our  whole  paper.  Many 
of  thyin  were  capital,  some  whimsical,  other  sarcas- 
tic, but  none  tame  or  spiritless — all  had  their  point. 

About  six  o’clock,  the  steamboat  Sandusky  and 
Perry  came  in  sight,  and  as  they  approached  the 
town,  the  trees,  the  roofs  of  houses,  the  decks  and 
rigging  of  the  steamboats  lyingat  the  wharves,  were 
covered  by  the  thronging  thousands  anxious  to  ob- 
tain a view  of  the  venerable  chief.  He  landed  un- 
der a salute  of  17  guns,  fired  by  a detachment  of  the 
Buffalo  flying  artillery,  which  was  responded  to  by 
the  cannon  on  board  each  of  the  ten  or  dozen  steam- 
boats, and  the  still  louder  cheers  of  the  immense  mul- 
titude. The  general  was  deeply  affected,  but  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  fatigue  of  the  journey 
precluded  any  thing  more  than  a simple  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  demonstrations  of  affectionate  at- 
tachment with  which  he  was  greeted.  Entering  a 
barouche  and  preceded  by  his  escort,  he  immediate- 
ly repaired  to  the  fort,  followed  by  the  thousands  who 
had  assembled  to  witness  his  debarcation.  There  he 
was  welcomed  by  another  salute  of  17  guns  from  the 
Buffalo  artillery.  Twenty-seven  years  has  elapsed 
since  gen.  Harrison  had  visited  the  fort,  and  as  he 
viewed  the  scene  of  so  much  privation,  suffering 
and  triumph,  and  marked  in  their  turn  the  spots 
where  the  desperate  struggle  or  successful  sally  had 
been  made,  all  will  pardon  the  sensibility  that  could 
not  restrain  a tear  to  the  memory  of  those  wiio  so 
gallantly  with  him  maintained  the  honor  and  defence 
of  the  country  in  its  hour  of  most  imminent  peril. — 
Alter  riding  slowly  round  the  fort,  and  passing  in  re- 
view the  toops  drawn  up  to  receive  him,  the  general, 
in  company  with  his  suite,  returned  to  town  and  took 
up  his  quarters  at  the  hospitable  mansion  of  judge 
Hollister. 

As  night  came  on,  the  old  fort  presented  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  views  imaginable.  Great  num- 
bers of  people  had  come  in  during  the  afternoon  fi  om 
the  neighboring  states  of  Indiana  and  Michigan,  and 
the  more  dislant  counties  of  Ohio,  and  by  9 o’clock, 
there  could  not  have  been  less  than  20,000  on  the 
ground.  These  were  divided  into  groups  of  from 
1,000  to  5,000  men,  listening  lo  and  cheering  some 
favorite  speaker  or  singing  Tippecanoe  songs.  It  is 
surprising,  the  spirit  with  which  their  hyms  are  sung. 
All  know  the  words  and  the  tunes,  and  when  one 
hears  them  chaunted  as  by  a common  impulse  by 
many  thousands  of  farmers,  mechanics  and  hard 
working  artizans  of  every  description,  he  will  be 
pretty  thoroughly  convinced  that  a spirit  is  abroad 
that  cannot  be  stayed  or  put  down. 

On  the  brow  of  the  bank,  and  on  the  edge  of  the 
neighboring  forest  were  ianged  the  white  tents  of 
the  military  and  citizens.  The  heavens  were  with- 
out a cloud,  the  moon  was  up,  and  under  Ihe  soften- 
ed and  mellow  radiance  of  its  blessed  light  theriver, 
the  valley  and  the  whole  scene  seemed  reposing  in 
quiet  beauty,  forming  a strange  contrast  to  the  sights 
and  sounds  which  met  the  eye  and  ear  on  every  side. 

Let  our  readers  suppose  some  ten  or  twenty  of 
the  largest  camp  meetings  they  even  attended,  all 
thrown  into  one,  with  all  the  accompanying  exhor- 
tations and  singing,  these  heightened  in  effect  by  the 
music  ot  innumerable  bands,  and  they  will  be  able 
to  form  a better  idea  of  the  aspect  of  Fort  Meigs  the 
night  of  the  10th  than  we  could  give  by  the  most  la- 
bored description.  Indeed,  the  feeling  which  seem- 
ed to  pervade  each  one  of  the  mighty  host  there 
assembled  was  akin  to,  and  apparently  was  not  less 
fervent  or  sincere  than  the  most  exalted  religious 


sentiments  in  a period  of  great  excitement.  About 
midnight  the  camp  was  aroused  by  an  attack  from 
some  hundred  Indians.  The  drums  beat  to  quar- 
ters, skirmishers  were  driven  in,  the  roar  of  cannon 
was  mingled  with  vollies  of  musketry,  and  during 
an  hour  or  more,  many  of  the  most  stirring  events  of 
the  seige  were  acted  over  with  an  air  of  stai  t ling  re- 
ality. The  Indians  were  finally  driven  back,  some 
were  captured,  the  sentinels  were  placed  and  the 
camp  sank  into  profound  repose. 

By  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  lltli,  the 
whole  population  of  the  valley  of  the  Maumee,  and 
the  country  in  a circuit  of  20  or  30  miles  began  to 
pour  in,  the  hundred  bands  which  accompanied  the 
different  delegations  were  playing,  rnen  mustered  by 
hundreds  and  thousands  under  their  respective  ban- 
ners, and  all  proceeded  to  the  fort,  where  at  about  10 
o'clock,  the  vast  assemblage  was  organized  as  a con- 
vention by  the  appointment  of  the  following  officers: 

President — Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  of  Ohio. 

Vice  presidents — Gov.  Woodbridge,  of  Michigan; 
Seabury  Ford,  of  Ohio;  E.  Bancroft,  of  Wiskonsin; 
Tfios.  M.  Foote,  of  New  York;  N.  Gale,  of  Massa- 
chusetts; P.  K.  Zacharias,  of  Maryland;  M.  Cooke, 
of  Connecticut. 

Secretaries — W.  L.  Carpenter,  of  New  York;  S. 
F.  Taylor,  of  Ohio;  Charles  Noble,  of  Michigan;  J. 
T.  Ainsworth,  of  Vermont;  G.  W.  Lyman,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Committee  on  resolutions—  Alfred  Kelly,  of  Ohio; 
James  Brooke,  of  New  York;  Geo.  Dawson,  of  Mi- 
chigan; J.  Loose,  of  Maryland;  Bostwick,  of 

Indiana;  Geo.  D.  Prentice,  of  Kentucky. 

Soon  alter  the  organization  had  been  thus  com- 
pleted, gen.  Harrison  reached  the  ground  and  as- 
cended the  stand,  where  were  collected  many  of  the 
veterans  of  the  revolution  and  his  companions  inarms 
under  Wayne,  and  during  the  last  war.  His  appear- 
ance was  greeted  with  rounds  of  the  most  tremendous 
cheers.  The  Throne  of  Grace  was  then  addressed 
in  an  affecting  and  appropriate  prayer  by  the  rev. 
Joseph  Badger,  whose  head  was  whitened  by  the 
frosts  of  some  90  winters,  and  who  nearly  50  years 
before  was  a chaplain  in  Wayne’s  army.  The  pray- 
er concluded,  gen.  Harrison  advanced  to  address  the 
vast  assemblage.  As  we  learn  that  his  speech  will 
be  published  at  lenglh,  we  will  not  anticipate  by  giv- 
ing the  meagre  sketch  of  his  remarks  we  were  able 
to  make.  He  spoke  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a half, 
straight  on,  without  a moment’s  hesitancy,  and  with 
a force  and  power  not  surpassed  by  one  in  the  full 
prime  and  vigor  of  manhood.  We  honestly  confess, 
that,  notwithstanding  our  perfect  confidence  in  the 
integrity  and  purily  of  his  character  and  principles, 
and  with  a just  appreciation  of  his  eminent  military 
and  civil  services,  the  attacks  upon  him,  had  been 
made  with  such  boldness  and  pertinacity,  they  had 
been  repeated  in  so  many  thousand  forms,  and  from 
so  many  sources,  that  though  we  gave  them  no  cre- 
dence, we  still  had  misgivings,  lest  age,  the  respon- 
sibilities, services  and  hadships  of  his  eventful  life, 
had  somewhat  impaired  his  physical  if  not  intellec- 
tual energies.  But  whatever  misgivings  we  had  on 
that  score,  were  dissipated  after  listening  to  the  first 
few  sentences  of  his  address.  During  the  whole  of 
his  long  speech  delivered  in  the  open  air,  under  a 
burning  sun,  not  for  one  moment  did  he  falter.  The 
trumpet  like  tones  of  his  voice  rang  out  as  clear  at 
the  close  as  at  the  commencement,  and  by  all  the 
mighty  host  gathered  round,  not  less  than  25,000, 
every  word  could  be  distinctly  heard.  We  have  lis- 
tened to  many  of  the  best  public  speakers  in  our 
country,  and  from  none,  either  in  style,  elocution, 
choiceness  or  fluency  of  language,  did  we  ever  hear 
a more  effective  or  appropriate  speech.  The  topics 
touched  upon  were  such  as  might  naturally  be  sup- 
posed would  be  the  subject  of  remark  on  such  an 
occasion. 

The  multitude  had  been  drawn  together  to  com- 
memorate a glorious  event  in  our  national  history. 
The  region  around  had  been  consecrated  by  heroic 
achievements,  and  cold  indeed  must  have  been  the 
heart,  and  dim  the  eye  that  would  not  have  warmed 
and  kindled,  as  all  those  achievements  were  again 
vividly,  proudly,  yet  becomingly  called  up  by  one 
who  had  himself  been  a conspicuous  actor  in  the 
scenes  of  which  the  Maumee  had  been  the  theatre. 

Admirably  too,  were  many  of  the  exciting  politi- 
cal questions  of  the  day  alluded  to,  and  pure,  and 
lasting,  we  doubt  not,  were  the  monitions  addressed 
to  the  throng,  by  him  who  had  taken  Washington  as 
his  model  and  guide.  Time  has  touched  gen.  Har- 
rison with  a lenient  hand.  There  is  a vigor  and  elas- 
ticity about  him  which  aided  by  his  habits  of  strict 
temperance,  promise  to  last  these  twenty  years. — 
His  eye  yet  sparkles  with  Ihe  brightness  of  youth. 

From  the  stand  we  surveyed  the  dense  and  migh- 
ty crowd,  all  hushed  into  almost  death  like  silence, 
or  breaking  forth  in  spontaneous  and  thunder-like 
cheers.  But  once  in  a man’s  life  time  can  he  expect 
to  look  upon  a scene  like  that.  There  were  the peo - 
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pie  gathered  in  their  majesty  and  might.  Some  had 
come  expressly  to  be  present,  from  a distance  ot 
more  than  800  miles.  They  seemed  to  be  composed 
almost  exclusively  of  fanners  and  working  men,  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country,  who  had  met,  not  for 
purposes  of  war  or  to  repel  a foreign  foe,  but  on  a 
peaceful  errand,  to  consult  on  the  common  weal. — 
There  was  moral  sublimity  in  the  impulse  which,  in 
a sparsely  populated  country  could  thus  draw  toge- 
ther at  one  spot,  so  many  thousands.  It  was  an  as- 
semblage of  the  sovereigns  themselves,  and  formed  a 
most  striking  commentary  on  the  character  of  our 
institutions.  The  influence  which  it  will  exert,  can- 
not be  estimated,  but  valuable  as  that  will  prove, 
such  a meeting  is  more  important,  inasmuch  as  it 
shows  the  depth  and  extent  of  the  feeling,  of  the 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a change,  that  is  now 
abroad.  Nothing  can  stay  it  until  it  has  accomplish- 
ed its  perfect  work. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  followed  by  the  president  of 
the  day,  the  hon.  Thomas  Ewing.  His  remarks 
were  addressed  more  -particularly  to  the  men  of 
Ohio,  and  were  worthy  the  reputation  of  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  sons  the  Buckeye  state  can  boast. 
Mr  Schenck,  of  Dayton,  was  then  loudly  called  for. 
Mr.  S.  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  in  his  own  state, 
as  a lawyer  and  a public  speaker,  and  if  we  mistake 
not,  his  name  ere  long,  will  be  equally  well  known 
throughout  the  union.  At  the  close  of  his  remarks, 
the  convention  was  adjourned  for  dinner,  but  though 
thousands  left  the  ground,  the  number  seemed 
scaicely  sensibly  diminished.  New  speakers  were 
called  for,  the  appetite  for  hearing  growing  by  what 
it  fed  upon,  and  various  gentlemen  occupied  the 
stand  until  the  convention  formally  reassembled.  It 
is  impossible  to  give  the  names  of  all  the  speakers,  but 
among  the  number  who  addressed  the  multitude  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  were  maj.  Clarkson,  general 
Harrison’s  aid  in  the  war,  Messrs.  Haddock,  Love 
and  Chamberlain,  ot  Buffalo,  Taylor  and  Eleutherus 
Cook,  of  Ohio,  Dawson,  of  Michigan,  besides  other 
gentlemen  whose  names  have  escaped  our  recollec- 
tion. To  the  regret  of  every  one,  Mr.  Corwin,  the 
whig  candidate  for  governor,  was  taken  sick  on  the 
road. 

On  assembling  in  the  afternoon,  the  following  re- 
solutions were  reported  by  Mr.  Alfred  Kelly,  of 
Ohio,  and  unanimsmsly  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  achievements  of  our  arms,  and 
the  reputation  of  those  who  successfully  defended 
our  country  in  times  of  danger,  form  the  brightest 
gems  in  the  crown  of  our  national  glory,  and  he  can- 
not be  a true  friend  to  his  country,  who  will  dim  the 
lustre  of  the  one,  or  tarnish  the  fair  fame  of  the 
other. 

Resolved,  That  the  gallant  defence  of  Fort  Meigs 
ggainst  the  combined  lorces  of  the  British  and  In- 
dians, which  event  we  have  convened  to  celebrate, 
is  among  the  most  brilliant  efforts  of  our  arms  during 
the  last  war  with  England. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  abundant  cause  for  the 
most  fervent  gratitude  to  an  overruling  Providence 
as  well  as  for  raising  up  an  able  and  gallant  com- 
mander, in  the  person  of  our  beloved  Harrison,  to 
restore  to  our  armies  the  reputation  lost  by  the  dis- 
graceful surrender  of  Hull,  and  to  rescue  from  the 
enemy  the  fair  country  lost  by  that  surrender,  as  for 
preserving  the  life,  the  health  and  the  strength  of  the 
hero  to  join  with  thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens  in 
celebrating  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements 
on  the  spot  where  it  occurred,  and  as  we  hope  and 
trust,  to  be  the  instrument  of  rescuing  our  revered 
political  institutions,  from  theSharids  of  domestic 
spoilers. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  increasing  exertions — 
the  same  disinterested  devotion  to  the  public  good, 
which  have  been  go  conspicuous  throughout  the  life 
of  the  distinguished  hero  of  Tippecanoe,  of  the 
Thames  and  of  Fort  Meigs — are  now  due  from  eve- 
ry true  fiiend  of  his  country,  in  order  to  regain  our 
lost  prosperty,  and  to  restore  our  glorious  institutions 
to  their  primitive  purity. 

Resolved,  That  what  we  thus  acknowledge  to  be 
justly  due  shall  be  honestly  paid. 

A lew  speeches  were  made,  several  new  and  ca- 
pital songs  were  sung,  the  immense  concourse  join- 
ing in  the  chorus,  and  then  the  convention  adjourned 
sine  die.  Thus  ended  the  largest  and  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  conventions  ever  held  in  the  U.  States. 
The  number  present  is  variously  estimated,  and  by 
some,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  will  probably  be  ex- 
aggerated, but  from  the  most  exact  data  we  wrere 
able  to  obtain,  we  were  satisfied  there  must  have 
been  30,000  persons  present.  Michigan  alone  sent 
more  than  5,000  delegates.  Long  as  this  account 
is,  we  have  been  obliged  to  omit  a thousand  anec- 
dotes and  interesting  incidents  to  which  the  occasion 
gave  rise;  and  we  must  also  pass  over  all  notice  of 
gen.  Harrison’s  reception  at  Cleveland  on  Saturday, 
and  his  speech  there,  to  which  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  listening. 


The  fine  soldier  like  bearing  of  the  volunteer  mili- 
tary corps  from  Buffalo,  under  the  command  of  maj. 
Fay,  was  the  theme  of  universal  and  deserved  ad- 
miration. The  celebration  will  be  forever  remem- 
bered by  those  who  participated  in  it.  Not  an  ac- 
cident or  circumstance  occurred  to  mar  the  pleasure 
of  the  occasion.  There  w as  unbounded  enthusiasm 
and  high  resolve  and  hope,  but  not  a single  drunken 
or  quarrelsome  man  could  be  seen.  In  conclusion, 
we  would  say,  in  the  words  of  Henry  the  fifth,  with 
a slight  alteration — 

“be  he  ne’er  so  vile, 

That  day  shall  gentle  his  condition: 

And  gentlemen  of  Erie  then  at  home, 

Should  think  themselves  accurs’d  they  were  not  there; 
And  hold  their  manhoods  cheap,  while  any  speaks, 

That  nyet  with  us  upon  Fort  Meigs’  day.’’ 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  25.  The  vice  president  presented  to  the  se- 
nate the  petition  of  Mr.  Petromueski,  a Polish  exile, 
in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  lands  granted 
by  the  government.  It  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  or.  foreign  re- 
lations, to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  citi- 
zens of  N.  York  for  the  recall  of  consul  Trist  from 
Havana,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  same,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce, 
who  were  investigating  the  charges  against  Mr. 
Trist. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  in  re- 
lation to  the  extinction  of  an  Indian  title. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  J.  F.  Sarchet,  asking  that 
appeals  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  flora  dis- 
trict and  circuit  courts  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  might  be  allowed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  three  times  and 
passed: 

The  bill  further  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled 
“an  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain 
cases,”  passed  February  24,  1839. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  United  Stales  to  discharge 
liens  and  encumbrances  upon  any  real  estate  which 
now  is,  or  hereafter  may  become,  the  property  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report  to 
the  senate  the  amount  of  all  ihe  moneys  appropriated 
to  be  expended  in  the  District  of  Columbia  by  acts  of 
congress  since  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government 
within  the  District.  Also,  the  amount  appropriated  in 
lots,  lands  or  other  public  property,  exclusively  of  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  government;  and  that  lie 
separate  such  appropriations  in  tabular  form,  as  follows: 
giving  the  appropriations  of  each  year  in  the  order  of 
time,  the  amount  of  each  appropriation,  and  the  parti- 
cular object  to  which  each  appropriation  was  made, 
whether  made  to  the  district,  to  either  of  the  cities,  or 
to  any  corporation  or  individual  within  the  District. 

The  bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States  having  been 
read  a third  time,  and  verbally  altered  in  several 
places,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wall,  when  Messrs. 
Tappan,  Anderson,  Lumpkin  and  Wall  gave  their 
views  at  length  against  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Hen- 
derson and  Young  spoke  in  favor  of  it.  The  ques- 
tion on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  was  now  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Knight,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Somhard,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall — 19 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Henderson,  the  senate  took  up 
the  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
extend  further  indulgence  to  the  late  deposite  banks 
at  Nalchez.  Mr.  H.  moved  to  so  amend  the  bill  as  to 
extend  the  time,  without  interest,  provided  there 
should  be  like  abatement  of  interest  in  rateable  pro- 
portion among  the  sufferers  by  the  late  tornado, 
debtors  to  said  banks. 

This  amendment  was  sustained  by  Messrs.  Hen- 
derson and  Walker;  but  before  any  definite  question 
was  taken,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  26.  The  c/iaiV-presented  to  the  senate  the 
annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  re- 
lation to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  coun- 
try. The  document  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  with 
5,000  extra  copies. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorials  in  re'lation  to  the  em- 
ployment of  bloodhounds  in  the  Florida  war. 


Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Connecticut  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  foundry. 

Also,  from  the  memorial  of  certain  Alabama  vo- 
lunteers for  horses  lost  and  destroyed  in  the  Semi- 
nole war,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  claims. 

Mr.  Robertson,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  amen- 
datory of  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulat- 
ing the  post  office  department;  which  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henderson,  the  joint  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  tornado  at 
Natchez  was  taken  into  consideration,  the  question 
being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  H.  to  remit 
the  interest  on  the  public  money  to  be  entrusted  for 
three  years  longer  with  the  two  banks  at  Natchez. 
Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Williams,  Wright, 
Henderson  and  Calhoun,  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment was  taken  and  lost;  the  resolution,  merely 
giving  three  years’  time  to  the  banks,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  business,  and,  af- 
ter a short  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  to  Monday 
next. 

June  29.  The  following  memorials  were  present- 
ed, and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  own- 
ers and  builders  of  steamboats  navigating  the  Ohio, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  any  law  oblig- 
ing them  to  the  use  of  any  particular  machinery; 
and  that  if  any  law  be  passed  it  may  be  so  passed 
a3  to  leave  them  ttie  use  of  such  machinery  as  they 
may,  from  their  experience,  deem  best. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  owners  of  vessels  and  per- 
sons engaged  in  commerce  in  New  Yoik,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law. 

Mr.  Benton,  fonlie  committee  on  military  affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  Ihe  bill  to  provide  for  the 
outstanding  claims  to  bounty  lands  for  military  ser- 
vices, made  a report  thereon,  accompanied  bv  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  ihe  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  congress  a 
report  showing  the  number  of  soldiers  enlisted  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States  and  entitled  to  bounty  lands 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  designating 
those  who  were  entitled  to  320  acres  and  those  who 
were  entitled  to  160  acres;  also  the  number  of  warrants 
which  have  been  drawn  and  satisfied  for  each  of  said 
quantities;  also,  the  number  of  warrants  undrawm  or 
unsatisfied  at  this  time,  with  the  names  of  soldiers  en- 
titled to  receive  the  same,  and  how  far  it  may  appear 
from  the  rolls  of  ihe  army  that'  they  have  died  in  the 
service,  or  been  discharged  honorably  or  otherwhe. 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  reported  a bill  amendatory  of 
the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the  post 
office  department  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  allowance  of  the 
officers  of  the  line  and  staff  of  the  army  coming  up 
in  its  order  lor  consideration,  Mr.  Pierce  explained 
and  advocated  the  bill  at  large.  Mr.  Williams  sug- 
gested to  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire  the  pro- 
priety of  delaying  the  furl  Iter  progress  of  this  bill 
till  ttie  information  relating  to  this  subject, and  call- 
ed for  by  a resolution  offered  by  the  senator  from 
Aikansas  (Mr.  Sevier)  should  be  obtained.  Mr. 
Buchanan  also  suggested  the  propriety  of  letting 
the  bill  lie  over,  perhaps  to  the  next  session,  as  there 
was  not  a very  good  prospect  of  its  passage  at  this. 
Mr.  Pierce  said  he  was  willing  that  it  should  lie 
over  at  least  till  the  arrival  of  the  information  call- 
ed for  by  the  senator  from  Arkansas.  The  bill  was 
accordingly  laid,  for  the  present,  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  use  steam  vessels  in  the  revenue  service. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  transmission  of  certain  do- 
cuments free  of  postage. 

A bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  May  13,  1800, 
entitled  “an  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States.” 

The  following  bills  were  laid  on  the  table: 

A bill  granting  to  each  ot  the  United  States  a 
township  of  land  lor  the  education  and  instruction 
of  deaf  and  dumb  persons. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  erection  of  an  hospital  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A bill  to  fix  the  minimum  price  of  the  land3  ac- 
quired by  the  Miami  treaty  of  tile  6th  of  November, 
1838. 

A bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
authorise  the  construction  of  a road  from  Dubuque, 
in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  to  the  northern  boundary 
oflhe  state  of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes.” 
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A bill  authorising  the  publication,  by  Sarnnel 
Forry,  in  two  parts;  the  first,  the  Meteorological  and 
Statistical  Register,  and  the  second,  a collection  of 
facts  in  relation  to  the  medical  topography  of  the 
military  posts,  and  the  vital  statistics  ot  the  troops. 

A bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  pur- 
sers in  the  navy. 

A biil  to  establish  and  regulate  the  navy  ration. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  purchase  of  stock  for  the 
United  States  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal 
company. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren,  his  se- 
cretary, accompanied  by  a communication  from  Mr. 
Fox  vthe  British  minister)  on  the  subject  of  the 
northeastern  boundary,  and  the  reply  of  Mr.  For- 
syth (secretary  of  state)  to  the  same.  [For  which 
see  page  273.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  message  and  do- 
cuments were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  atfairs. 

The  senate  again  took  into  consideration  the  bill 
to  grant  to  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail 
road  company  a portion  of  the  public  lands,  on  a 
credit  of  six  yeais  without  interest,  on  the  condition 
of  their  conveying,  gratis,  United  States  troops,  mu- 
nitions, &c. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a requi- 
sition that  the  company  should  make  a particular 
annual  report  of  all  their  doings  to  congress  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requir- 
ing the  company  to  carry  the  United  States  mail  for 
a reasonable  compensation,  to  be  agreed  upon  by 
them  and  the  postmaster  general,  or  to  be  regulated 
by  law,  in  case  of  their  disagreement. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  debated  by  Messrs. 
White,  Grundy,  Benton,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Calhoun, 
Davis  and  Ta/ipan. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Benton  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Grundy  was  still  under 
discussion,  when  Mr.  Benton  moved  that  the  bill  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  This  motion  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicho- 
las, Porter,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  oflndiana,  Tall- 
madge,  White,  Young — 16. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

Jane  30.  Mr.  Nicholas  presented  a memorial 
from  the  chatnberof  commerce  of  New  Oilcans,  and 
a memorial  from  merchants,  ship  owners,  masters 
and  underwriter  in  the  same  place,  asking  that  the 
pilot  law  of  1S37  may  not  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Tappan  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Mogadore,  Ohio,  in  relation  to  a mail  route. 

Mr.  Davis,  Irotn  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  the  following  report  on  the  petition  ot  Edward 
Rossiter  and  others  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Trist,  United  States  consul  at  Havana,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to: 

“The  alligations  are  so  general  that  the  commit- 
tee are  not  able  to  understand  how  far  the  petition- 
ers mean  to  criminate  Mr.  Trist,  but  they  infer  that 
the  design  is  to  charge  him  with  unjustifiable  ne- 
glect of  duty  and  abuse  of  the  power  confided  to 
him.  If  this  be  so,  the  senate  may  be  called  on  to 
act  judicially  upon  at  tides  of  impeachment  prefer- 
red by  the  house,  and,  for  this  reason,  ought  to  ab- 
stain from  all  investigation  of  the  (acts.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  have  made  no  examination  beyond 
the  reading  of  the  petition,  and  ask  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  it.” 

Mr.  Tappan,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  li- 
brary, reported  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Langtree  &,  O'Sullivan  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 

A bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  lor 
the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of  surveyor  gene- 
ral in  the  several  districts,  so  soon  as  the  surveys 
therein  can  be  completed,  lor  abolishing  land  offices 
under  certain  circumstances,  and  lor  other  pur- 
poses,” approved  June,  1840. 

A bill  to  expose  to  sale  all  the  public  lands  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  heretofore  reserved  from  sale. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  grant- 
in0,  to  ttie  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  canal  com- 
pany a portion  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  company. 

This  bill  was  discussed  at  great  length,  advocat- 
ed by  Mr.  Young,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Mien  and 
Mr.  Benton,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the  appli- 
cants or  grantees  w'ere  a corporation  and  not  a state, 
and  by  Mr.  Cilhoun  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the 
bill  was  a departure  from  the  usual  practice  of 
granting  alternate  sections.  I 


Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  lay  the  billon  the  table 
for  further  examination  and  amendment;  but  on  his 
withdrawing  the  motion  tor  further  debate — Mr. 
Allen  and  Mr.  Young  debated,  replied,  and  rejoined 
on  the  subject  of  corporations,  and  especially  batiks; 
Mr.  Allen  being  understood  to  go  for  ttieir  destruc- 
tion, and  Mr.  Young  for  their  reform. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  subject  was  laid, 
for  the  present,  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  house  bill  in  regard  to  the  collection  of 
the  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports. The  question  was  on  various  amendments 
reported  from  the  committee  on  finance.  These 
amendments  (mostly  involving  legal  considerations) 
were  severally  explained  by  Mr.  Wright,  and 
agreed  to,  except  the  last.  For  this  last  amend- 
ment relating  to  the  competency  or  incompetency 
of  interested  witnesses,  Mr.  Huntington  offered  a 
substitute,  on  the  same  principle,  but  varying  in 
form.  The  bill  ftorn  the  house  made  a witness  in- 
competent who  should  have  the  same  interest  as 
the  party  for  whom  he  should  testily.  The  amend- 
ments extended  the  incompetency  to  a similar  inte- 
rest. The  question,  however,  turned  chiefly  on 
varying  at  all  from  the  common  law,  by  either  of 
these  provisions,  and  it  was  debated  at  considera- 
ble length  by  Messrs.  Humington,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Buchanan,  Hubbard,  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Walker  and  Preston.  Before  arty  vote  was  taken, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  June  23.  Evening  session.  Mr.  Jenifer, 
who  had  the  floor  from  the  morning  sitting,  resum- 
ed his  speech  in  opposition  to  the  snb-tre3sury  bill. 
During  which  he  took  occasion  to  refer  to  certain 
printed  speeches  and  addresses,  originally  meant 
for  the  people  of  Georgia,  which  had  been  sent  into 
Mr.  J’s  district.  It  soon  became  evident  that  he 
was  referring  to  a speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Black, 
of  Georgia.  Mr.  Black  asked  leave  to  explain,  and 
denied  that  he  had  sent  any  such  documents  as 
were  referred  to  into  the  gentleman’s  district,  or 
elsewhere  than  into  Georgia.  Mr.  J.  then  proceed- 
ed to  quote  a reply  of  Mr.  Black  to  a certain  com- 
mittee of  the  voters  of  Georgia,  expressive  of  opi- 
nions against  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,  and  stated  that  on  these  declarations  Mr. 
Black  had  been  elected  to  congress. 

A good  deal  of  colloquial  intercourse  took  place 
between  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Black , in  which  Mr. 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Alford  slightly  participated. 

Mr  J.  referred  to  the  late  administration  meeting 
at  Bladensburg,  and  to  certain  slanders  there  uttered 
against  gen.  Harrison,  which,  though  said  to  have 
been  uttered  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
Va.  and  Richard  M.  Johnson,  were  suffered  to  pass 
without  notice  or  contradiction. 

This  brought  up  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  disavowed 
the  charge,  and  whom  Mr.  J.  thereupon  acquitted 
of  it:  observing  that,  although  his  information  came 
from  a respectable  source,  he  could  not  believe  that 
the  vice  president  would  sit  silently  by  and  hear  it 
asserted  that  gen.  Harrison  had  not  been  in  the  bat- 
tles either  of  Tippecanoe  or  the  river  Raisin,  or 
w ithin  a mile  of  either,  and  not  rise  and  contradict 
the  slander. 

The  debate  assumed  by  degrees  a warmer  charac- 
ter, until  at  length  the  house  got  into  very  great 
disorder. 

Mr.  Jenifer  declared  his  intention  of  replying  to 
several  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him,  on  form- 
er days,  and  read  an  extract  from  a speech  deliver- 
ed by  Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  in  the  same  com- 
mittee and  on  the  subject,  viz:  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
which  is  as  follows: 

“This  lesson  throwsabroad  and  strong  light  on 
the  future.  The  view  it  attords  is  full  of  encourage- 
ment to  the  friends  of  liberty.  It  shows  them  that 
the  people  will  act  honestly  and  intelligently,  that 
they  will  treat  the  dog  cabin  and  hard  cider’  flum- 
meries of  the  opposition  with  the  scorn  and  contempt 
they  merit.  It  presents  to  their  admiring  gaze  the 
entire  and  total  rout  and  overthrow,  in  the  coming 
contest,  of  the  combined  factions  of  abolitionism, 
conservatism,  political  anti-masonry  and  federalism, 
and  a brilliant  victory  of  Van  Buren  and  demo- 
cracy.” 

Mr.  Strong  avowed  that  it  had  been  delivered  by 
him,  and  Mr.  Jenifer  then  avowed  his  intention  of 
replying  to  the  allegations  and  matters  contained  in 
that  paragraph.  The  chair  called  Mr.  Jenifer  to 
order.  Mr.  Jenifer  complained  that  another  gen- 
tleman bad  been  permitted  to  make  remarks,  and 
when  he  attempted  to  reply  to  them  the  subject  was 
pronounced  to  be  out  of  order.  The  chair  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  been  pronounc- 
ed by  him  to  be  out  of  order  when  he  made  the  re- 


marks. Many  remonstrances  were  made,  but  the 
chair  adhered  to  its  decision:  on  which  Mr.  Jenifer 
took  an  appeal.  The  confusion  now  increased. 
The  question  was  put  on  sustaining  the  chair:  tellers 
were  demanded:  and  the  ayes  were  reported  as  68. 
Cries  were  now  heard  of  “don’t  vote,”  “don’t 
vote.”  And  when  the  chuir  desired  those  in  the 
negative  to  pass  between  the  tellers,  no  gentleman 
lei t his  seat.  So  the  vote  stood  ayes  68,  noes  0. 
No  quorum  having  voted,  the  committee  rose  and 
the  chairman  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

In  the  house  Mr.  Jenifer  commenced  stating  what 
had  transpired,  to  the  speaker,  but  was  interrupted 
by  loud  cries  of  order.  Mr.  Briggs  called  lor  a 
count  of  the  members  present.  The  speaker  having 
counted,  reported  that  there  were  123  members 
present. 

Mr.  Profjxt  inquired  whether  a new  chairman 
could  not  be  appointed?  The  response  of  the  chair 
could  not  be  heard,  and  the  house  then  returned  in- 
to committee,  (Mr.  Banks  again  in  the  chair). — 
The  chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the  appeal. 
Mr.  Mark  A.  Cooper  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
28th  rule  ot  order. 

Mr.  Jenifer  was  addressing  the  chair,  complain- 
ing that  his  appeal  had  not  been  fairly  staled;  when 
many  members  asked  that  he  might  be  allowed  to 
put  it  in  writing,  and  that  it  be  read  from  the 
clerk’s  table.  The  chair  replied  that  this  could  not 
be  done.  The  committee,  as  such  had  no  table. 
The  chair  stated,  in  his  own  language,  the  facts, 
and  his  decision,  with  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Jenifer, 
and  put  the  question  again  on  sustaining  the  deci- 
sion of  the  chair.  Tellers  were  again  demanded; 
the  ayes  were  reported  as  68;  and  again  the  noes 
refused  to  vote.  The  committee  finding  itself  with- 
out a quorum  voting,  rose  and  reported  the  fact  to 
the  house. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Chapman  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jenifer  claimed  his  right  to  speak,  as  it  was 
a question  of  privilege;  but  the  speaker  decided 
that,  as  an  adjournment  itad  been  moved,  the  ques- 
tion on  that  motion  must  be  taken.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  loudly  demanded  in  various  quarters,  and, 
being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted  as  lollows:  yeas 
20,  nays  119.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  a call  of  tlfe  house;  but  it  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Jenifer  insisted  on  his  right  to  speak  to  a 
question  of  privilege;  and  he  then  complained  that 
he  had  been  refused  the  right  to  have  the  grounds 
of  his  appeal  stated  as  he  bad  stated  them,  and  was 
not  allowed  to  make  his  appeal  in  writing.  Mr. 
Keim  asked  the  house  to  say  whether  this  had  been 
refused  to  the  gentleman  or  no?  The  speaker  said 
he  could  receive  no  appeal  or  complaint  from  deci- 
sions made  in  committee.  All  such  questions  must 
be  decided  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Jenifer  inquired, 
then,  whether  a committee  had  not  a right  to  dis- 
place one  chairman  and  appoint  another  in  his  place? 
The  chair  was  understood  as  replying  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  house  now  returned  to  committee  of  the 
whole  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chait).  Many  gentlemen 
were  on  their  feet.  Mr.  Jenifer  wished  to  state  the 
facts  on  which  he  grounded  his  appeal.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins addressed  the  chair,  but  what  he  said  could  not 
be  heard.  Mr.  Jenifer  called  him  to  order.  The 
confusion  and  noise  were  now  very  great. 

Mr.  Wise,  who  had  recently  entered  the  house, 
asked  the  chair  to  explain  the  difficulty.  The  chair 
stated  the  circumstances  as  he  understood  them. — 
Mr.  Wise  inquired  w hether  the  words  to  which  Mr. 
Jenifer  wished  to  reply  had  been  spoken  in  this 
committee  and  on  the  present  bill.  The  chair  re- 
plied that  they  had,  but  had  been  pronounced  by  the 
chair  at  the  time  to  be  out  of  order;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  could  have  no  right  to  reply  to 
them. 

Mr.  Jenifer  now  sent  a written  appeal  to  the 
clerk’s  table,  and  asked  the  clerk  to  read  it.  The 
clerk  commenced  reading,  but  was  stopped  by  Mr. 
Craig,  w ho  commenced  speaking  to  show  that  this 
proceeding  was  not  in  order.  Mr.  Chupman  called 
Mr.  Craig  to  order.  Mr.  Wise  remonstrated,  and 
hoped  the  paper  would  be  suffered  to  be  read.  Mr. 
Jenifer's  appeal  was  thereupon  read.  The  reading 
of  sundry  rules  of  order  was  called  for,  and  these, 
also,  were  read.  Mr.  Crabb  asked  for  the  words  of 
Mr.  Strong  to  which  Mr.  Jenifer  wished  to  reply. 
Mr.  J.  inserted  them  in  his  appeal,  (as  above). — • 
The  chair  stated  that,  after  Mr.  Jenifer  had  quoted 
the  above  language,  he  had  declared  that  he  could 
now  go  on  to  show  whether  this  hard  cider,  &c, 
were  such  flummery  or  no.  The  question  then  re- 
curring on  the  appeal,  the  vote  was  once  more  ta- 
ken, by  tellers,  and  resulted  as  follows:  ayes  80, 
noes  55.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

The  chair  now  stated  that,  as  Mr.  Jenifer  had 
been  declared  out  of  order,  he  could  not,  according 
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to  the  rule,  again  proceed,  if  any  gentleman  object- 
ed, without  leave  of  the  house.  Mr.  Jenifer.  I do 
not  ask  it.  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  Mr.  J.  have 
leave  to  proceed  in  order.  The  question  was  taken, 
and  the  chair  decided  that  it  was  carried.  Mr.  Je- 
nifer commenced  again  to  speak,  when  Mr.  Pelrikin 
objected;  denied  that  the  ayes  had  it,  and  demand- 
ed a count.  Cries  of  “too  late — go  on,  Jenifer — go 
on.” 

Mr.  Jenifer  now  proceeded  with  much  earnestness 
for  some  time;  and  promising  to  make,  in  writing, 
the  reply  he  was  prevented  from  making  verbally 
on  the  floor,  at  length  resumed  his  seat. 

The  floor  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio, 
who  spoke  till  8 o’clock,  when  he  yielded  for  a mo- 
tion that  the  commit  ee  rise;  which  prevailing  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  24.  Mr.  Bolts  observed  that  he 
understood  that  now,  after  a delay  of  ten  days,  the 
record  of  the  trial  of  lieut.  Hooe  before  a court  mar- 
tial was  returned  trom  the  department,  and  was  now 
on  the  speaker’s  tablej.be  called  for  its  presentation 
to  the  house,  that  it  might  be  read.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
was  ready,  if  the  chair,  of  its  own  motion,  laid  any 
communication  on  its  table  before  the  house,  to 
have  it  read;  but  till  then  he  should  object.  He 
was  opposed  to  any  gentleman’s  obtaining  a paper 
from  the  department  to  be  sent  to  the  chair,  arid 
then  calling  lor  its  reading. 

Mr.  Bolts  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  in  or- 
der that  the  communication  might  now  be  received 
bv  the  house,  and  read.  Mr.  Graves  and  others  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Jones  inquired  whether  Mr.  Bolts  moved  that 
the  rules  besiispended  during  the  morning  houronly, 
or  generally?  Mr.  Botls,  said  during  the  morning 
hour  only.  The  question  being  taken,  the  yeas  and 
nays  resulted  a3  lollows:  yeas  145,  nays  25.  So  the 
rules  were  suspended  during  the  morning  hour. 

The  chair  then  laid  before  the  house  a communi- 
cation from  the  navy  department,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  a court  martial  at  Pensacola,  sum- 
moned lor  the  trial  of  lieut.  Hooe,  together  with  the 
approval  thereof  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  lieut. 
Hooe’s  protest  and  memorial  to  the  president,  and 
certain  remarks  of  the  secretary  in  defence  of  his 
course  in  approving  the  sentence,  together  with  a 
legal  opinion  of  the  United  States  district  attorney, 
Francis  S.  Key.  The  reading  having  proceeded  for 
some  time,  Mr.  Bolts  arrested  it,  and  inquired  whe- 
ther this  was  the  document  called  for  by  resolution 
of  the  house?  It  was  one  which  had  never 
been  showm  to  him;  it  seemed  to  be  a defence  of 
the  secretary  and  the  president.  [Much  confusion 
arose,  and  loud  cries  of  “read on,  read  on,”  mingled 
with  laughter.]  The  document  was  read  through. 

A number  of  gentlemen  rose  simultaneously. 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  refer  this 
communication  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
and  on  that  motion  he  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  documents  accompanying  the  communica- 
tion. They  weTe  read  accordingly.  The  reading 
having  proceeded  some  time,  Mr.  Rhelt  moved  to 
suspend  the  reading,  but  it  was  objected  to,  as 
against  the  rule;  and  Mr.  R.  did  not  press  the  mo- 
tion. The  reading  then  proceeded. 

Mr.  Bolls.  That  is  not  the  record  of  the  trial; 
that  is  a defence  of  the  administration.  The  speaker. 
The  record  is  here,  and  will  now  be  read.  The 
reading  of  the  record  of  the  trial  was  then  commenc- 
ed; but  belore  it  was  concluded,  the  morning  hour 
expired. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  but  temporarily 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Crabb, 
of  Alabama,  who  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
decision  of  the  house  made  yesterday  to  receive  and 
place  in  the  library  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
a copy  of  Raymond’s  Political  Economy.  Having 
examined  that  book,  Mr.  C.  had  discovered  that  it 
contained  doctrine  and  language  highly  exceptiona- 
ble to  him  as  a southern  man;  in  case  of  reconside- 
ration, he  wished  to  move  the  reference  of  the  book 
to  ttie  committee  on  the  library,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  examined  and  reported  on. 

Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider.  The  previous  question 
was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion being  on  reconsidering,  Mr.  James  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Adams 
rose  amidst  ciies  of  order,  and  was  going  on  to 
express  his  surprise  at  the  motion  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Alabama,  and  to  give  some  account  of  the 
book,  wlien  he  was  arrested  by  the  chair.  Mr.  A. 
remonstrated.  The  chair  insisted  that  he  could  not 

firoceed  but  by  general  consent.  Objections  were 
oudly  uttered. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  that  unless  his  colleague  should 
be  permitted  to  proceed  and  give  the  house  some 


account  of  the  book,  Mr.  L.  should  demand  that  the 
book  itself  be  read.  Objections  being  made,  Mr. 
Lincoln  demanded  that  the  book  be  read.  The  chair 
decided  that  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Lincoln)  was  called  to  vote  respecting  this 
book,  he  had  a right,  under  the  rules  of  the  house, 
to  have  it  read,  it  he  so  demanded.  Great  confu- 
sion arose.  Messrs.  Habersham,  Turney,  Andrews, 
Hopkins  and  others,  were  on  their  leet,  all  si- 
multaneously addressing  the  chair.  Mr.  Hopkins 
called  lor  the  reading  ot  the  rule  of  the  house,  and 
also  of  Jefferson’s  manual  on  the  question  of  order. 
Mr.  Lincoln  wished  to  explain,  but  the  chair  refus- 
ed, the  previous  question  having  been  ordered. 
The  chair  then  stated  his  decision,  and  explained 
the  grounds  on  which  it  rested. 

Mr.  Hopkins  took  an  appeal;  but  before  any  vote 
was  taken  on  the  appeal,  Mr.  Ramsey  moved  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table.  Mr.  Crabb  wished 
to  explain,  but  was  arrested.  The  question  being 
stated  from  the  chair,  Mr.  Adams  addressed  the 
house.  [Loud  cries  of  order.]  The  gentleman 
from  Alaba the  chair  called  to  order.  The  gen- 

tleman from  Alabama  has  undertaken  [order,  or- 
der], to  be  grand  inquisitor  for  this  house;  to  speak 
[order]  its  opinion  on  a certain  book.  [Here  the 
cries  of  order  were  very  loud,  and  the  chair  ordered 
Mr.  Adams  to  resume  his  seat  ] 

The  question  being  again  stated,  Mr.  Crabb  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  hut  the  house  refused  to 
order  them.  The  vote  being  taken,  the  chair  de- 
clared it  to  be  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Crabb  remonstrated,  declaring  that  he  had 
demanded  a count.  The  question  was  again  put, 
and  the  house  dividing,  the  ayes  were  123,  the  noes 
30.  So  the  house  determined  that  the  whole  sub 
ject  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Crabb  rose  and  stated  to  the  chair  that  he 
had,  previously  to  the  last  vote,  demanded  that  one 
chapter  of  the  book  of  Mr.  Raymond  be  read  to  the 
house.  The  chair  replied  that  lie  had  heard  no  such 
demand.  Mr.  Crabb  now,  under  much  excitement, 
demanded  the  reading  of  the  chapter,  that  the  base 
libel  of  this  author  on  the  south  and  its  institutions, 
[here  the  uproar  became  very  great:  Mr.  Crabb 
continuing  to  speak  with  more  and  more  animation: 
the  chair  calling  to  order:  shouts  of  order  mixed 
with  loud  laughter  resounding  from  all  quarters  of 
the  hall,  and  cries  of  “at  him” — “go  it,  Crabb.”] 

Order  being  at  length  with  difficulty  restored, 
the  house  went  once  more  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  [Mr.  Banks  in  the 
chair],  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  who  had  the  floor,  resumed 
his  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  continued 
to  address  the  committee  until  one  o’clock,  when 
the  floor  w’as  taken  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  fixed  the  attention  of  the  committee  in  a 
speech  which  continued  till  the  hour  of  recess  with- 
out being  concluded. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Sergeant  resumed  his  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  bill  until  half  past  six 
o’clock,  when,  without  concluding,  he  gave  w ay  to 
a motion  of  Mr.  Graves  that  the  commitfe  rise. 
The  vote  stood  ayes  65,  noes-57.  So  the  committee 
rose.  And  the  speaker  having  taken  the  chair. 
Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker:  I hope 
the  house  will  excuse  me  for  a moment.  I ask  of 
each  member,  as  a personal  favor,  the  indulgence 
of  making  probably  a shorter  speech  than  any  that 
has  been  made  this  session — that  is,  on  the  sub-trea- 
sury  bill.  I do  not  expect  to  be  present  when  the 
vote  is  taken;  and  I ask  the  house  to  permit  me  to 
say  here  to  my  constituents,  that  I would,  if  present, 
and  shall,  if  present,  vote  against  the  bill.  I move 
that  the  house  adjourn.  [General  laughter  ] 

On  tlie  motion  to  adjourn,  the  vote  stood  yeas  73, 
nays  69. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  25.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
having  been  read  Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  re- 
suming the  consideration  of  the  sub  treasury  bill. 
[The  business  of  the  morning  hour  would  have 
been  the  question  heretofore  raised  in  relation  to  the 
case  of  lieutenant  Hooe.] 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
house  would  con-ent  to  devote  the  morning  hour  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  District  banks.  He  was  willing,  for  his 
own  part,  that  a silent  vote  should  be  taken.  The 
charters  of  the  banks  would  expire  on  the  4th  of 
July.  [Objections  were  made  in  several  quarters, 
and  one  well  known  voice  exclaimed,  “Well — let 
them  expire.”] 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule;  but,  Mr.  Briggs  seeing,  he  said,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a general  objection  to  taking  up  the 


bill  at  this  time,  insisted  on  his  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  committee  on 
the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  suggested  that  the  house  had  bet- 
ter go  on  anil  conclude  the  reading  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  lieut.  Hooe.  Mr.  Briggs  said  it  would 
take  two  hours. 

Mr.  Cushing  (who  was  understood  to  express  the 
desire  that  the  usual  business  should  be  gone  on 
with  during  the  morning  hour)  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  82, 
nays  50.  So  (under  the  new  rule  which  requires 
for  this  purpose  only  a majority  vote)  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

Mr.  McKay  hoped  the  house  would  agree  to  the 
printing  of  this  document.  Mr.  Cushing  objected. 
Mr.  McKay  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-morrow, 
offer  a resolution  for  that  purpose.  The  speaker 
said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the 
chair),  and  took  up  the  sub  treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  resumed  his  remarks  in  opposition 
the  bill,  and  concluded  at  half  past  one  o’clock. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded,  five  gentlemen 
sprang  to  their  feet  to  obtain  the  floor — and  the  for- 
tunate competitor  was  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  who, 
however,  expressed  himself  willing  to  yield  to  any 
gentlemen  who  thought  he  could  conclude  by  the 
usual  hour  of  recess. 

Mr.  Hastings,  of  Ohio,  availing  himself  of  this 
courtesy,  proceeded  to  read  a speech  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Mr.  H.  had  not  concluded  when,  at  half 
past  2 o’clock,  the  chairman  announced  the  hour 
of  recess.  Some  disposition  was  manifested  to  let 
Mr.  H.  conclude  his  remarks  before  taking  a re- 
cess— but,  to  make  a long  story  short,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  house  took  a recess  until  4 
o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Hastings,  of  Ohio,  resum- 
ed and  concluded  his  speech  in  defence  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

At  a quarter  past  4 o’clock,  Mr.  W.  Cost  Joanson, 
of  Maryland,  took  the  floor  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  continued  to  speak  till  a quarter  past  eight 
o’clock,  when  Mr.  McCarty,  of  Virginia,  obtained 
the  floor,  but  yielded  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Monroe 
for  the  rising  of  the  committee.  The  vote,  being 
taken  by  tellers,  resulted  as  follows:  ayes  39, 
noes  57.  No  quorum  having  voted,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  chairman  reported  that  fact  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Profit  moved  to  adjourn;  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  but  immedi- 
ately renewed  by  Mr.  Hoffman.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  again  demanded,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  lollows:  yeas  4 1,  nays  55.  No  quorum. 

M r.  Andrews  asked  permission  to  address  the  com- 
mittee by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  moved  a call  of  the  house,  but  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tiilingliasl  moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  47,  nays  62.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Rhelt  proposed  that,  by  common  consent,  the 
house  should  return  to  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
let  Mr.  Andrews  proceed. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  objected,  and  said  he  should  pro- 
test against  any  violation  of  the  rules.  A desultory 
conversation  ensued,  but  Mr.  T.  adhering  to  his  de- 
termination, a call  of  the  house  was  moved.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  but  refused;  and  the 
question  being  put  the  call  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
lollows:  yeas  27,  nays  74.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjourn.  The  call  then  proceeded,  and  111  gentle- 
men answered  to  their  names.  The  absentees  were 
called  over;  133  having  answered,  Mr.  Hoffman 
moved  that  further  proceedings  in  the  call  be  dis- 
pensed with;  the  motion  prevailed;  the  call  was  ar- 
rested; and  a quorum  being  now  present,  the  house 
returned  into  committee.  [It  was  now  a quarter 
past  nine.]  Mr.  McCarty  having  declined  to  speak, 
Mr.  Andrews  proceeded  to  address  the  committee  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  during  which  he  avowed  (for 
himself  personally,  not  for  his  party),  his  preference 
for  a national  bank  and  a protective  tariff. 

He  concluded  at  a little  past  ten  o’clock,  when 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  June  26.  Mr  Clifford,  of  Maine,  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  of  the  house  in  order  to  intro- 
duce the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  t he  senate  bill  No.  127,  entitled  “an  act  for 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue,’’  was  taken  up  in  committee  of 
the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  20th 
of  May  last,  and  has  been  under  discussion  to  this  time; 
and  whereas  the  period  has  arrived  when  it  is  proper 


280 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  4,  1840— CONGRESS. 


to  close  the  present  session  of  congress  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible;  and  whereas  much  of  the  indispensa- 
ble public  business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on:  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  said  bill  from  and  after  Mon- 
day next,  unless  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the  house 
at  an  earlier  day;  and  that  said  bill,  with  such  amend- 
ments, if  any,  as  shall  have  been  adopted  in  said  com- 
mittee,shall  be  taken  up  in  the  house  on  Tuesday  next, 
at  eleven  o’clock  A.  M.  and  be  the  special  order  until 
finally  disposed  of,  reserving  to  said  committee  the 
right,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  house,  to  report  the 
same  sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 

Mr.  A.  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which 
being  ordered,  the  roll  was  called  through,  and  the 
names  of  absentees  again  called;  when  there  appear- 
ing to  be  160  members  present,  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  were  suspended:  ayes  100,  noes  30. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Clifford’s 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  Mr.  C.  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Brigg’s,  consented  to  modify  his  reso- 
lution by  striking  out  the  preamble;  and  on  the  re- 
solution thus  modified,  he  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  result- 
ed as  follows:  yeas  127,  nays  53.  So  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

Mr.  Clifford  then  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  call  was  seconded,  and  the  previous 
question  put  arid  carried;  and  the  main  question  be- 
ing on  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  Williams  inquired  of 
the  chair  whether  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
would  not  work  this  elfect,  viz:  that  all  the  appro- 
priations contained  in  the  sub-treasury  bill  would 
be  adopted  without  being  previously  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole?  The  chair  replied  that  the 
resolution  was  before  the  house,  and  each  gentle- 
man must  judge  of  it  for  himself.  As  it  involved  a 
change  in  the  order  of  business,  it  would  require  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  to  adopt  it.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  now  called,  and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  123, 
nays  58.  There  being  two- thirds  in  the  affirmative, 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
senate  called  the  bankrupt  bill,  that  it  might  be  re- 
ferred and  printed.  Objection  being  made,  Mr.  S. 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  admission  of  the 
motion.  Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  88,  nays  88. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  house  went  again  into  committee 
of  the  whole  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  McCarty,  of  Virginia,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  in  an  animated 
and  argumentative  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
until  half  past  twelve  o’clock,  ivhen  the  floor  was 
obtained  by  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  ad- 
dressed the  committee  till  the  hour  of  recess,  in  a 
masterly  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he 
seemed  merely  to  have  commenced  when  the  house 
took  a recess  till  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Biddle  resumed  the  floor, 
and  concluded  a speech  of  thrilling  eloquence  and 
power  at  5 o’clock. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  M.  A. 
Cooper,  who  proceeded  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  bill; 
but  in  a few  moments  yielded  to  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Alford,  who,  after  some  explanations  as  to  the  rela- 
tive political  position  of  himself  and  several  of  his 
colleagues,  gave  his  views  at  length  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
concluded  by  a little  past  ten  o’clock. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Tennessee;  and  then  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  27.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  the  speaker,  by  general  consent,  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  lion.  William  L. 
Stoors,  of  Connecticut,  resigning  his  seat  as  a re- 
presentative in  congress  from  that  state. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  pre- 
sented certain  memorials;  which  w'ere  appropriate- 
ly referred.  Mr.  C.  then  moved  that  the  house  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  navy 
department  touching  the  case  oflieut.  Hooe. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  general  consent  of  the 
house  would  be  requisite  for  this  purpose.  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  objected.  Mr.  Chapman 
then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  during  the 
morning  hour  for  the  purpose  indicated.  Mr.  Cave 
Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Lewis  Wil- 
liams moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was  ordered. 
Mr.  Rice  Garland  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  (Mr.  Chapman ) whether,  in  the  absence 
of  the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bolls),  who 
had  been  called  home,  a9  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  been 
told,  among  other  reasons,  by  the  indisposition  of 
his  family,  he  would  press  the  motion  at  this  time. 
Mr.  Chapman,  said  something  which,  in  the  great 
confusion,  the  reporter  could  not  hear.  Mr.  McKay 


reminded  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Rice 
Garland)  that  he  (Mr.  McK.)  had,  on  Thursday, 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  the  printing  of 
these  papers.  Mr.  Rice  Garland.  Is  it  a fair  pro- 
ceeding to  force  this  matter  up  in  the  absence  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia?  Mr.  Craig  called  upon 
“the  democracy  to  do”  something — the  nature 
whereof  the  reporter  did  not  comprehend. 

The  speaker,  who,  during  this  irregular  conver- 
sation, had  let  gentlemen  have  pretty  much  their 
own  way,  now  called  to  order.  The  clerk  thereupon 
proceeded  to  call  the  roll;  and  117  members  an- 
swered to  their  names.  And  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees having  been  called,  156  members  appeared 
to  be  present.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ramsey, 
all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  dispensed 
with. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule — Mr.  Taliaferro  stated  that  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Bolts)  was  necessarily  absent  with  his 
family,  and  it  was  his  wish  that  the  question  on  re- 
ference and  printing  should  not  be  taken  unless  he 
were  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Craig  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Bolls)  had  told  them  on  a former  occasion 
with  much  emphasis  that  he  had  “tied  them  up  to 
the  bull-ring;”  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  begged  leave  to  be' 
cut  loose.  The  documents  were  here,  and  should 
go  forth  to  the  people  that  they  might  have  the 
whole  truth  before  them. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  said  I had  moved 
the  previous  questiem  before  the  reading  commenc- 
ed, and  I have  no  idea  of  withdrawing  it;  so  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ( Mr.  Bolls),  even  if 
he  were  here,  could  not  say  a word.  So  far,  there- 
fore, as  any  injury  or  hardship  was  concerned,  (he 
gentleman  would  have  no  more  right  to  complain 
than  any  other  member. 

Mr.  Monroe  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  on  the  table.  The  speaker  having 
suggested  that  no  more  time  would  be  required  to 
dispose  of  the  one  motion  than  the  other.  Mr. 
Monroe  did  not  persist  in  his  motion.  An  inquiry 
was  here  addressed  to  the  speaker  by  Mr,  Andrews, 
whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alaba- 
ma (Mr.  Chapman)  was  to  suspend  the  rule  gene- 
rally, or  during  the  morning  hour  only?  The  spea- 
ker requested  Mr.  Chapman  to  state  what  his  pre- 
cise motion  was.  Mr.  Campbell,  of'Tenn.  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Chapman)  had 
distinctly  submitted  a motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
during  the  morning  hour  only.  The  speaker  said 
the  gentleman  had  a right  to  modify  his  motion  at 
anytime  belore  the  question  was  taken.  Mr.  Chap- 
man then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  embrace  a 
general  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Andrews  was 
willing,  he  said,  to  vote  for  a suspension  during  the 
morning;  hour,  but  not  for  the  whole  day.  And  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  again  adverting  to 
the  fact  that  the  previous  question  had  been  call- 
ed, said  that  gentlemen  need  entertain  no  fears  that 
the  subject  would  occupy  more  than  the  morning 
hour,  if  his  friends  would  at  once  meet  the  question. 
And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  105,  nays  58.  So  (two-thirds 
not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  not 
suspended. 

M r.  Briggs  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union  to  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  sub-treasury  bill.  And  the  rules  having  been 
suspended  for  the  purpose,  the  house  again  went 
into  committee  of  (he  whole  on  (he  state  of  (he  union 
(Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  in  opposition  to 
the  bill  until  a quarter  past  one. 

Mr.  Hand  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

And,  at  half  past  two  o’clock,  the  house  took  its 
usual  recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Hand  concluded  his  speech 
at  half  past  4 o’clock. 

As  he  took  his  seat,  five  gentlemen  sprang  at 
once  to  their  feet,  vieing  with  each  other  for  the 
preference  of  the  chair.  [For  an  informal  agree- 
ment had  been  entered  into  that,  as  the  duiation  of 
the  debate  was  now  limited  to  Monday  next,  and 
more  than  fifteen  gentlemen  still  desired  to  speak, 
each  should  occupy  but  one  hour.] 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  was  the  successful 
man  and  went  into  one  of  his  plain,  direct,  common- 
sense  speeches  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  con- 
cluded at  half  past  five;  when  Mr.  John  Davis,  of 
Pennsylvania,  gut  the  floor.  Mr.  Hand  pressed  him 
hard  for  leave  to  make  some  explanation  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Reed,  but  Mr.  Davis  refused,  and  went  on 
in  a speech,  particularly  in  reply  to  his  colleagues, 
Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Cooper , which  seemed  to  cre- 


ate a good  deal  of  amusement,  until  half  past  six, 
when  he  concluded,  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama, 
commenced  a speech  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  in 
opposition  to  “bankcraft,”  which  he  said  was  the 
great  support  of  kingcraft  and  priestcraft.  He  made 
an  argumentative  speech,  and  concluded  about  half 
past  seven. 

Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  followed  on  the  op- 
posite side,  and  made  a speech  which  occupied 
the  committee  till  a quarter  past  eight  o’clock; 
when  Mr.  Hill,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill  until 
past  nine  o’clock. 

Mr.  Crabb,  of  Alabama,  followed;  but,  disclaim- 
ing any  participation  in  the  arrangement  as  to  time, 
he  went  at  large  into  a discussion  of  the  bill,  which 
he  certainly  did  not  spare.  When  he  sat  down,  at 
a quaiter  past  eleven,  half  a dozen  gentlemen  made 
a leap  for  the  floor;  but  the  chair  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Chittenden,  of  New  York,  who  opposed  the  bill,  and 
made  a reply  to  the  speech  delivered  some  time 
since  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Floyd,  of  New  York), 
on  which  he  commented  with  no  little  severity. 
He  concluded  at  twelve  o’clock;  when  Mr.  Duncan, 
of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  for  the  rising 
of  the  committee. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  and 
then  the  house  adjourned. 

[During  the  delivery  of  most  of  these  speeches 
the  committee  was  very  thin;  there  being,  on  one 
occasion,  but  17  members  within  the  bar.] 

Monday,  June  29.  M r.  Pelrikin  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  the  reception  of  a resolution  that  con- 
gress adjourn  on  the  3 5th  of  August  next.  The  yeas 
arid  nays  were  demanded,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  63,  nay3  43.  No  quorum  having 
voted,  the  roll  was  again  called,  when  the  vote  re- 
sulted, yeas.81,  nays  89.  So  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  agreed  to,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  be  directed  to  pay  the  fune- 
ral expenses  of  Eleazer  Early,  late  a clerk  in  the  office 
of  this  house  and  keeper  of  its  library,  who  died  ai  his 
residence  in  this  city  this  morning. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into 
committee  of  Ihe  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  but  Mr.  B.  referring  to  the  fact  that  this 
was  the  last  day  on  which  the  sub-treasury  bill  could 
be  debated,  refused  to  withdraw. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  had  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Floyd,  of  New  York,  who 
wished  to  make  a personal  explanaiion  in  reply  to 
a charge  made  by  his  colleague  ('Mr.  Chittenden ) 
on  Saturday  evening  of  having  made  a false  state- 
ment in  relation  to  a sale  of  New  York  stocks  below 
par. 

Objections  on  the  ground  of  order  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Stanly,  Naylor  and  Morgan,  against  Mr. 
Floyd  going  into  an  argument  under  the  guise  of  a 
personal  explanation. 

Mr.  Floyd  disclaimed  all  such  intention;  and,  in 
conclusion,  read  the  subjoined  extract  from  the  N. 
Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  as  the  authority  on  which 
the  assertion  in  his  speech  had  been  founded: 

“A  sale  of  $100,0U0  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road 
stock,  bearing  4 1-2  per  cent,  interest,  payable  quarter- 
ly in  New  York,  was  made  on  Saturday,  at  auction, 
under  the  direction  of  the  comptroller,  and  taken  by 
Messrs.  Prime  Ward  and  Kins;  as  follows:  $10,000  at 
79,  $10  000  at  78  1-2,  $30,000  at  78  and  $50,000  at  771-2, 
the  closing  price.  The  stock  is  redeemable  in  1859, 
and  was  sold  on  terms — one-third  down,  and  the  ba- 
lance in  thirty  and  sixty  days.’’ 

Mr.  Chittenden  replied:  denying  that  he  had  charg- 
ed Mr.  Floyd  with  falsehood  in  asserting  that  New 
York  stock  had  been  sold  below  par;  what  he  had 
charged  was  that  his  colleague  had  asserted  what 
was  not  true  when  he  said  that  the  legislature  of 
of  New  York  had,  under  whig  auspices,  embarked 
in  the  credit  system,  and  by  so  doing  had  brought 
the  stock  of  the  state  under  par  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Duncan  now  commenced  a speech  in  support 
of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  which  occupied  the  residue 
of  the  morning  until  the  hour  of  recess,  and  was  not 
then  concluded. 

The  house  took  a recess  till  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  four  o’clock  Mr.  Duncan  re- 
sumed his  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill,  there  being  18 
members  present.  He  concluded  at  half  past  lour 
o’clock. 

Five  gentlemen  sprang  simultaneously  to  their 
feet,  and  the  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  in  a general  reply  to  the  arguments  of  nume- 
rous gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of',  until  half  past 
8 o’clock. 
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Mr.  Profit  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill  until  five 
minutes  past  11  o’clock;  alter  which  Messrs.  Nay- 
lor, Graves,  Dromgoole  and  one  or  two  others  en- 
deavored to  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  having  obtained  it,  said  he  believ- 
ed it  was  on  the  20th  day  of  May  that  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  commenc- 
ed the  consideration  of  this  bill.  On  the  1st  day  of 
June  a resolution  was  passed  which  enabled  a ma- 
jority to  go  into  committee  every  day,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  not  a day  had  since  been  lost;  or,  at  all 
events,  not  more  than  one.  If  he  was  cotrect,  six- 
ty speeches  had  been  made — thirty-three  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  twenty-seven  in  favorof  it.  The 
33  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  had  consumed  a vast  deal  more  time  than  those 
in  favor  of  it.  It  was  now  past  11  o’clock,  and  it 
was,  he  thought,  too  late  to  continue  the  discussion 
longer  to  night.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  best  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to-morrow  to  dispose  of  the  bill  in  the  house, 
in  such  manner  as  they  might  be  bound  to  proceed 
under  the  resolution  which  had  been  adopted.  He 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Naylor  hoped  not.  He  claimed  the  right  to 
the  floor,  and  to  proceed  now  with  his  remarks,  in- 
sisting that  he  had  risen  and  addressed  the  chair- 
man first.  Some  little  excitement  followed,  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  and  the  vote  stood:  ayes  51,  noes  26 
(or  28).  The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  chair- 
man reported  to  the  house  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  had  had  under  con- 
sideration the  senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion, sale-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  there- 
on. A voice.  But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  inquired  of  the  speaker  whe- 
ther the  chairman  had  made  a correct  report.  On 
the  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  no  quorum  had 
voted,  and  he  maintained  that  no  other  report  could 
be  made  than  simply  that  the  committee  found  itself 
without  a quorum.  Mr.  Banks  said  that  a majority 
of  those  present  voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  contended 
that  the  report,  in  accordance  with  the  parliamenta- 
ry law,  must  be  made  in  the  manner  he  had  stated. 
Mr.  Jenifer  inquired  whether  the  chairman  of  the 
mittee  was  not  bound  to  make  a true  report?  Mr. 
Banks  said  the  report  he  had  made  w as  a true  re- 
port. Mr.  Ramsey  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 
Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
chairman  be  amended.  He  (Mr.  W.)  insisted  on 
his  right  to  make  that  motion.  Mr.  Jenifer  said  the 
report  was  not  the  true  report.  Mr.  Doig  called 
Mr.  J.  to  order.  Mr.  Banks  suggested  that  the  re- 
port be  amend,  by  saying  “that  the  majority  of 
those  present  voted  to  rise,  but  no  quorum  was  pre- 
sent.” And  Ihe  report  having  been  so  amended, 
Mr.  Ramsey  insisted  on  his  motion  to  adjourn.  Mr. 
Graves  said  there  were  yet  three  or  four  genllemen 
who  were  anxious  to  speak.  He  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn;  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were:  veas  55,  nays  43. 
So,  at  half  past  11  o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  30.  By  general  consent,  Mr.  Earl 
submitted  a motion  that  the  journal  of  Friday  be  so 
amended  as  to  insert  his  name  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  by  which  the  sub-treasury 
bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  taken  out  of  committee 
on  Monday — his  name  having  been  accidentally 
omitted.  No  objection  having  been  made,  the  entry 
was  ordered  to  be  made  so. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  (after  submitting  an  inquiry  to 
the  speaker  on  a question  relating  to  the  order  of 
business)  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  during 
the  morning  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
with  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  lieut.  Hooe; 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which 
were  ordered.  The  question  was  taken,  and  the 
vote  stood  yeas  122,  nays  17;  so  (two  thirds  having 
voted  in  favor  thereol)  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  speaker  having  then  instructed  the  clerk  to 
proceed  with  the  reading  of  the  report  and  papers, 
(the  reading  whereof  had  been  suspended  on  a pre- 
vious morning  by  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour) — 

Mr.  Chinn  rose  and  moved  that  the  reading  of  the 
papers  be  dispensed  wilh;  and  he  would  also  move, 
ne  said,  if  in  order,  that  the  report,  &c.  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  a select  committee. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to 
suspend  the  further  reading;  but  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  make  the  other  motion  indicated  until  the 
first  had  been  decided. 

And  the  former  motion  having  been  accordingly 
submitted,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  reading 
of  the  papers  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Botls  (after  submitting  several  points  of  or- 
der) moved  that  the  report  and  papers  be  laid  on  the 


table,  and  printed.  Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  a division 
of  the  question,  which  was  ordered;  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
which  were  also  ordered.  And  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  60,  nays 
123.  So  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  and  papers  on 
the  table  was  lejected. 

The  speaker  then  said  that  the  question  next  re- 
curring would  be  on  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

[The  previous  question  had,  on  a former  day, 
been  demanded  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi, 
and,  if  ordered,  would  have  brought  the  house  to  the 
main  question,  which  was  on  commitment.] 

Mr.  Triplett  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  the 
question  was  noton  seconding  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  but  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
question,  of  which  a division  had  been  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Dromgoole),  to  wit: 
the  question  of  printing. 

And  the  speaker  having  so  stated  the  question, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  were — yeas  188,  nays  2.  So  the  report 
and  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  (in  good  earnest) 
on  the  second  for  the  previous  question,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Mississippi,  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether 
he  could  modity  his  original  proposition.  The 
speaker  said  the  gentleman  could  modify  it  at  any 
time  before  decision  or  amendment.  Air.  Thomp- 
son then  sent  a paper  to  the  chair;  which,  however, 
before  it  was  read,  he  withdrew;  stating  that,  as  he 
did  not  desire  to  make  a new  issue,  he  would,  at  the 
suggestion  of  some  cf  his  friends,  withdraw  the  mo- 
dification. But  he  was  understood  to  give  notice 
that  he  should  offer  a proposition  of  a similar  cha- 
racter on  the  first  opportunity  which  presented  it- 
self. As  to  what  the  modification  or  the  proposi- 
tion was,  the  house  were  left  “ in  utter  darkness 
lying.” 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  the  reference  of  the 
papers  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  (instead 
of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  as  had  been 
moved  on  a former  day.) 

And  the  question  having  been  then  taken  on  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  there  was  a second; 
and  the  main  question  (being,  first,  on  the  motion 
to  refer  the  said  report  and  papers  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary)  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken;  and, 
being  taken,  it  was  agreed  to.  So  the  report  and 
papers  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  that  he  might,  at  this  time, 
be  permitted  to  enter  a motion  for  the  printing  of 
an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  said  document. — 
Mr.  Graves  objected — remarking  that,  after  the  spe- 
cies of  courtesy  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Dromgoole)  had  extended  to  him  in  committee 
of  the  whole  last  night,  he  (Mr.  D.)  could  ask 
nothing  upon  earth  of  this  house  out  of  it3  regular 
course,  to  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  would  not  object. — 
Mr.  Dromgoole  said  that  such  a consideration  would 
not  prevent  him  from  doing  his  duty. 

Mr.  Downing  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  bring  in 
a bill,  of  which,  he  said,  he  had  heretofore  given 
notice.  Mr.  Alford  wished  to  know  if  it  was  the 
standing  army  bill?  Objection  was  made. 

It  being  now  11  o’clock,  the  speaker  said  that  the 
business  next  in  order  was  the  bill  from  the  senate 
to  provide  for  (he  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  money;  and  that  the 
immediate  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether 
a motion  for  the  previous  question  w'ould  now  be  in 
order?  The  speuker  replied  that  it  would.  Mr.  R. 
Garland  inquired  whether  such  a motion  would  be 
in  order  before  the  bill  was  read?  The  speaker  said 
that  the  bill  had  already  been  read  twice,  and  that 
the  previous  question  would  be  on  the  third  read- 
ing. Mr.  Vanderpoel  then  called  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Craig  rose  to  move  a call  of  the  house, 
but  did  not  press  the  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether 
this  bill  had  been  reported  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union?  The  answer 
of  the  speaker  was  not  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  made  an  appeal  to 
Mr.  Vanderpoel,  and  desired  him  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  so  that  he  could 
move  his  substitute  for  the  bill.  His  purpose  was 
simply  to  get  a vote  upon  his  substitute  and  have 
it  placed  on  the  journal;  and  if  the  gentleman  would 
not  withdraw  his  motion  without  a condition  to  have 
Ihe  question  renewed,  Mr.  Johnson  said  that  he 
would  promise  to  renew  it.  He  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  would  not  hesitate  to  yield  to  his  re- 
quest, as  it  would  not  consume  five  minutes  of  the 
time  of  the  house.  And  he  would  say  that  he 
could  make  this  appeal  to  the  gentleman  with 
stronger  hopes  of  its  being  granted,  when  it  was 


well  known  that  he  had  not  pressed  his  substitute 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  discussion  in  the  committee, 
in  Older  to  give  the  friends  of  the  bill  the  fullest 
opportunity  of  sustaining  simply  their  own  favorite 
measure,  as  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means.  The  speaker.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  withdraw  his  motion?  Mr.  Van- 
derpoel said  he  did  not. 

Mr,  Hoffman  rose  to  inquire  whether  it  was  in 
order  to  pass  to  its  third  reading  a bill  which  had 
never  been  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole?  By  the  rules  of  the  house,  this  bill  [Mr. 
H.  said]  must  be  reported  from  the  committee. — 
Could  a simple  resolution,  indicating  ihe  adoption 
ol  another  course,  override  the  standing  rules  of  the 
house? 

The  speaker  replied  that  the  resolution  to  which 
the  gentleman  referred  had  been  adopted  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  house,  as  required  by  the  rule.  Mr. 
Hoffman  said  that,  as  he  understood  the  matter,  the 
rules  of  ttie  house  had  been  suspended  by  a two- 
thirds  vote  for  the  reception  of  the  resolution.  The 
speaker  said,  yes;  and  the  resolution  itself  had  been 
passed  by  a two-thirds  vote.  Mr.  Hoffman  then  in- 
quired whether  a resolution  passed  by  two-thirds 
could  override  the  rule,  without  one  day’s  previous 
notice  having  been  given.  The  speaker  was  of 
opinion,  he  S3id,  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  lor  the  reading  of  the  resolution; 
and  it  was  read,  as  inserted  in  Friday’s  proceedings, 
in  a preceding  page. 

And  the  question  being  then  taken  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  123,  nay3  100.  So  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Morgan  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  (being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  read- 
ing); which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Allen,  H.  J.  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Beany,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  W.  O-  Butler,  Bynum,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Connor,  M.  A.  Cooper, 
W.  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Daria,  T.  Davee, 
J.  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Dickerson,  Doan,  Doig,  Droni- 
goole,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Elv,  Fine,  Fletcher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Hand,  Hawkins,  .1.  Hill,  of  N.  fc.  Hillen,  Holleman, 
Holmes,  Hook,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lowell.  Lucas,  McClellan,  McCulloh,  McKay, 
Mallory,  Marchnnd,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Mont- 
gomery, S.  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pickins,  Prentiss,  Ramsey, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robinson,  Edward  Rogers, 
J.  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  A.  Smith, 
J.  Smith,  Thos.  Smith,  Starkweather.  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Sumpter,  Sw'earingen,  Sweeny,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas, 
P.  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel, 
Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  J.  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Worthington — 123. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bolts, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  J.  Campbell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark, 
James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranson,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing, Davies,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dillett,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Jas.  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin, 
Goode,  Graham,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Hnhershnni, 
Hall,  ffm.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  J.  Hill,  of  Va. 
Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Jenifer,  Chas.  Johnston,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  King,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Nisbet,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Palen,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Ran- 
dall, Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Ridgewav,  Russell, 
Saltonslall,  Sergeant,  Sjuionton,  Slade,  T.  Smith, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Tiliing- 
liast,  'Poland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P.  J. 
Wagner,  Warren,  E.  D.  White,  John  While,  Wick, 
Thnmas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams — 105. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  question  then  recturing  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill — 

Some  eighteen  or  twenty  members  claimed  the 
floor,  and  the  speaker,  wilh  much  composure,  told 
genllemen  that  it  was  not  now  in  order  to  contend 
for  the  floor.  That  the  bill  must  first  be  read,  and 
that,  when  the  question  on  ils  passage  had  been  put 
from  the  chair,  gentlemen  wishing  the  floor  might 
rise,  and  the  speaker  would  award  it  to  the  gentle- 
man who  first  caught  his  eye. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  bill  through,  and  the 
speaker  having  declared  the  question  to  be — “Shall 
Ibis  bill  pass?” — again  came  the  struggle  for  the 
floor,  and  it  was  given  to  Mr.  Graham,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  addressed  the  house  in  opposition  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  had  not  concluded,  when 
the  usual  hour  having  arrived,  the  house  took  a re- 
cess until  4 o’clock. 
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Adjournment  of  congress.  Oil  the  1st  inst.  a reso- 
lution passed  the  house  of  representatives  to  which  it  is 
understood  that  ihe  senate  will  assent,  to  close  the  ses- 
sion on  the  521  ih  inst. 

Anthracite.  Messrs.  Keim  & Whitaker,  of  Read- 
ing, have,  during  the  last  week,  procured  ten  tons  of 
metal  from  the  anthracite  furnance  at  Roaring  creek, 
and  puddled  and  rolled  it  into  bars,  withanthracite  coal. 
The  iron  they  pronounce  equal  to  any  they  have  made. 
This  fact  settles  the  question  as  to  the  quality  and  the 
ability  to  perform  the  whole  process  with  anthra- 
cite coal.  From  the  experiment  made  at  New  York, 
it  is  siid  that  ten  hundred  weight  of  coal  was  found 
sufficient  for  puddling  a ton  ot  metai,  and  seven  hun- 
dred  weight  sufficient  for  heating  a ton  of  blooms. 

The  letter  announcing  the  above  facts  states  that  the 
furnaces  at  Roaring  creek  and  at  Danville  continue  to 
work  well.  [Philadelphia  U.  .3 • Gaz. 

Tne  metal  is  said  to  be  as  tough  as  the  best  Scotch 
pig,  and  numerous  pie  plates,  horse  shoes,  &c.  made  of 
it,  are  of  a superior  quality. 

Boston  and  New  York.  We  are  credibly  inform- 
ed tint  the  duties  on  imports  collected  at  Boston  since 
the  1st  of  January  last,  are  nearly  equal  to  those  col- 
lected in  New  York.  Give  Boston  a monopoly  of  the 
western  trade  in  the  winter,  and  she  will  increase  her 
importations  accordingly.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Casting.  The  bed  plate  of  one  of  the  engines  now 
being  budt  by  Merrick  and  Towne,  for  the  United 
States  steam  frigate,  was  cast  yesterday  at  the  South- 
wark foundry.  36,033  pounds  of  metal  were  melted 
in  two  cupolas,  in  two  hours  and  forty  minutes,  and 
the  casting  was  run  in  fiftyseconds.  This  is  believed 
to  be  the  largest  amount  of  metal  ever  melted  tor  one 
casting  in  the  United  States.  Tne  plate  is  estimated 
to  weigh  fourteen  tons  nett.  [ Phila . Penn. 

Canal  transportation.  They  are  experimenting 
on  the  New  V'ork  canal  with  a steamboat  for  towing 
the  freight  boats  propelled  without  wheels,  paddles  or 
screw,  so  says  the  Commercial.  By  means  ot  this  in- 
vention it  is  expected  that  the  expense  of  transportation 
on  canals  will  be  reduced  one  half,  if  not  more. 

Charlestown,  Mass.  Population  of,  according  to 
the  census  just  taken,  10,372,  being  an  increase  of  771 
since  1837. 

Coal.  The  best  Peach  Orchard_coal,  broken  and 
screened,  is  selling  in  Boston  at  §7  25  per  ton,  and 
Peach  Mountain  at  §6  75. 

Cotton.  The  Sea  Island  cotton  crop  of  Georgia  is 
supposed  to  be  diminished  one-third  by  the  late  freshet. 

New  Orleans  market , June  17.  We  notice  sales  of 
1,203  Miss,  and  Tenn.  middling  fair  at  8 cts.;  700 
Louisiana  barely  (air  at  9 1-8  cts.;  403  Miss,  fair  at  9 1-4 
cts.;  103  very  fully  fair  at  10  cts.;  443  Miss,  middling  at 
8 cts.;  703  Miss,  good  middling  at.  8 1-4  cts.;  509  Miss, 
poor  middling  at  7 3-4  cts.  and  1,003  North  Alabama 
ordinary  and  middling  at  6 3-4  cts.  The  extreme 
prices  are  5 3 4al2  cents. 

At  N.  York,  1,000  bales  sold  on  the  27th. 

Amount  received  to  this  date. 

Received.  Stock. 

1840  203,624  347,103 

1839  1,313,153  210,949 

1S33  1,682,033  203,316 

“The  history  of  the  cotton  market  last  year  is  a very 
striking  illustration  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  best  spe- 
culative reasonings  on  matters  of  trade.  The  crop 
was  largely  short,  and  it  was  inferred  that  of  course 
prices  must  largely  advance.  But  it  did  not  turn  out 
so,  for  although  this  reasoning  carried  up  prices  early 
in  the  season,  there  were  found  to  be  other  causes  at 
work,  which  finally  counteracted  the  influence  of  short 
crops,  and  disappointed  the  hopes  of  speculators,  and 
ruined  most  of  them.  Speculation  is  always  danger- 
ous.” 

At  Mobile , on  the  16th,  the  sales  of  cotton  were  light. 
The  season  was  drawing  to  a close,  and^  sales  which 
transpired  were  small  ttt  extent  and  confined  to  a few 
hands.  The  stock  in  market  unsold  was  estimated  at 
between  2,000  and  3,000  bales.  Holders  were  very  firm 
at  9c.  for  fair  cotton.  Arrivals  only  about  1,206  bales; 
exports  8,030  bales — stock  in  port  97,560  bales. 

Deatbs.  At  Boston,  only  13  last  week,  in  a popula- 
tion of  84,000;  at  Philadelphia,  109;  at  Baltimore,  46. 

The  New  York  city  inspector  reports  the  deaths  of 
125  persons  in  that  city  for  the  past  week- 

From  the  report  from  the  board  of  health  of  Wash- 
ington city,  we  learn  that  there  vvere  but  34  deaths  in 
that  city  for  the  month  ending  31st  May. 

At  Charleston,  S.  C.  during  the  week  ending  on  the 
21sl  inst.  nine;  three  white  and  six  colored. 

Dancing.  The  Picayune,  N.  Orleans,  states  that 
Mr.  Manager  Caldwell  has  offered  Miss  Fanny  Elssler 
$10,030  for  six  weeks’  performance. 

A public  dinner  is  to  be  given'in  honor  of  James 
Garland,  in  Nelson  county,  about  the  last  of  July. 

Doylestown.  Population  of  the  borough,  905. 

“ The  empire  state.”  The  last  No.  of  Wilson  & 
Co’s  publication  came  to  us  charged  with  letter  postage, 
in  consequence  of  a note  added  to  the  address. 

Emigrants.  About  3,000  from  Germany  arrived  at 
N.  York  in 'the  three  last  days  of  last  week. 


Exchange.  On  London,  at  N.  York,  7a7  1-4;  do- 
mestic, N.  York  on  Philadelphia  3 3-8  to  4;  on  Balti- 
more, 3 1-2  a 4 1-4;  on  Richmond,  3 1-4  a 3 3-4;  on  Sa- 
vannah, 7 1-2, V7  3-4;  Augusta,  S l-2a9;  Mobile,  10;  N. 
Orleans,  7 1-2. 

Flour.  Estimate  of  the  quantity  consumed  in  the  U. 

S.  There?are  about  twelve  millions  of  barrels  of  flour 
annually  consumed  in  the  United  States,  which,  at  $5 
per  barrel,  amount  to  sixty  millions  of  dollars. 

The  harvest  is  over  in  Tennessee,  and  they  are  now 
eating  bread  made  of  new  wheat. 

Prices,  at  Boston,  $4  50a5  50;  at  N.  York,  4 31a 
4 59;  sales  of  the  week  estimated  at  75,000  bbls.  and 
the  receipts  30,000:  at  Baltimore,  4 44a4  56;  at  Rich- 
mond, 4 50;  Mobile,  4 75;  at  Cincinnati,  3 09.  Up- 
wards of  12,000  barrels  of  flour  were  inspected  last 
week  at  Baltimore. 

Fire  at  Toronto.  The  city  of  Toronto  was  visited 
by  a fire  on  the  21st  inst.  by  which  some  eighteen 
buildings  on  York  and  King  streets,  were  destroyed. — 
The  buildings  were  of  wood,  and  mostly  old,  and  were 
occupied  as  small  stores,  paint  shops,  &c. 

Fredericksburg,  Va.  The  census  of  Fredericks- 
burg, just  taken,  shows  a population  of  3,856.  In  1839, 
the  population  was  3,303. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  The  population  at  the  present 
time,  as  ascertained,  is  5,967,  of  which  5,272  are  whites 
and  695  eolored.  in  1830,  the  population  was  4,312, 
composed  of  3,823  whites  and  484  colored. 

Harvest.  Our  farmers  are  all  now  busily  employed 
saving  their  wheat,  of  which  a bountiful  crop  has  ripen- 
ed. The  rye  crop  is  indifferent. 

Ice.  A little  boy  in  Boston  has  been  induced  to  try 
the  experiment  of  selling  iced  water  at  one  cent  a glass! 
The  first  day  he  sold  89  glasses,  the  second  184,  and 
the  third  201,  making  474  glasses  in  three  days.  The 
ice  having  cost  25  cents,  he  cleared  about  $1  50  a day. 

Lebanon,  Pa.  Population  of  the  borough  1,845,  of 
which  oidy  seven  are  colored  persons. 

Members  of  congress  The  Albany  Journal  states 
that  the  hon.  Francis  Granger  has  sufficiently  recover- 
ed from  his  late  indisposition  to  turn  his  face  again  to- 
wards the  seat  of  government,  taking  Saratoga  Springs 
in  his  way. 

Samuel  McKean,  esq.  late  United  States  senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  we  learn  from  the  U.  S.  Gazette, 
attempted  suicide  in  a fit  of  insanity  on  Tuesday  last, 
at  his  residence  in  McKean  county,  by  cutting  his 
throat  with  a razor.  Although  general  McKean  was 
alive  when  the  letter  giving  this  information  was  writ- 
ten, it  is  added  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  prospect 
of  his  surviving  many  hours. 

Musquitoes.  Never  have  these  rascally,  sneaking, 
undermining  shedders  of  blood  been  so  sanguinary — 
never  have  they  mustered  so  strong  as  the  present  year. 
Persons  who  have  travelled  up  and  down  the  Missis- 
sippi and  on  board  the  most  airy  and  comfortable  boats, 
too,  say  they  have  never  found  them  so  troublesome  as 
they  are  this  year.  Along  the  borders  of  Arkansas  the 
inhabitants  are  compelled  to  carry  switches  to  keep 
them  off;  and  so  annoying  are  they  to  the  cattle  and 
horses,  that  in  many  parts  they  may  be  seen,  madden- 
ed by  their  attacks,  running  perfectly  frantic  through 
the  fields  and  woods.  [New  Orleans  paper. 

Norwich,  Conn.  The  population  of  the  town  of 
Norwich,  including  the  city,  us  ascertained  by  the  cen- 
sus which  has  just  been  completed,  is  7,230.  The  city 
alone  contains  4,200.  The  three  manufacturing  villages 
in  the  town  number  as  follows:  Greenville  1,033;  Falls 
624;  Yantic  173.  Increase  of  the  whole  town,  within 
the  last  ten  years,  about  2,030. 

New  York  Mirror.  The  first  number  of  the  seven- 
teenth volume  of  this  ever  welcome  publication,  came 
to  us  this  week  embellished  with  two  engravings  on 
steel,  one  a beautiful  tide  page,  and  the  other  a portrait 
ot  the  editor,  general  George  P.  Morris,  engraved  by 
Parken,  from  a painting  by  Inman. 

Post  notes.  A letter  from  New  York  says:  It  may 
be  useful  information  to  your  southern  and  western  rea- 
ders to  state  that  no  post  notes  purporting  to  be  from 
New  York  are  good,  and  to  add,  also,  that  extensive 
devices  are  yet  going  on  for  flooding  the  south  and  west 
with  New  York  spurious  money. 

A ship  burned.  The  ship  Arab,  capt.  Chase,  of  N. 
York,  of  512  tons,  havingori  board  1,000  bales  of  cotton 
loading  for  Liverpool  took  fire  on  the  17th  ult.  whilst 
lying  in  Mobile  bay.  Some  80  or  90  bales  of  cotton  and 
her  sails,  were  all  that  could  be  saved  from  destruction. 
The  insurances  in  New  York,  on  the  vessel  and  cargo 
amounted  to  $44,000. 

Sheep.  10,000  sheep  was  shorn  in  Nantucket,  on 
Wednesday  last. 

Stocks.  $100,000  N.  York  state  stock  sold  at  auc- 
tion at  par  on  the  29th  ult.  at  N.  York;  225  shares  U. 
S.  bank  of  .Pennsylvania  at  N.  York  72  1-2  to  73  1-2; 
at  Philadelphia  74  1-2  to  75  3-4;  Ohio  sixes  of  1856  sold 
at  93  in  N.  York  on  the  27th. 

Steamboats.  Three  hundred  miles  a day.  The 
splendid  steamboat  Erie,  capt.  Titus,  returned  from 
Chicago  on  Saturday  last,  with  a large  number  of  pas- 
sengers and  300  barrels  of  flour  and  pork.  The  run  of 
the  Erie  on  this  occasion  is  worthy  of  record.  She  left 
Chicago  on  Tuesday  morning  at  half  past  nine  o’clock, 


touched  at  ten  intermediate  ports,  took  in  passengers 
and  wood,  and  arrived  here  at  45  minutes  past  two  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  thus  running  the  trip  of  1.200  miles 
in  two  days.  [Buff.  Com. 

The  steamer,  Kansas  burst  her  boilers  in  Mobile  bay 
on  the  12th  instant.  No  lives  were  lost,  and  we  do  nut 
learn  that  anyone  was  injured.  The  Kansas  was  a 
regular  trader  on  Alabama  river,  and,  at  the  time  of 
the  accident,  was  bound  down  the  bay,  after  a load  of 
salt. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  census  of  the  village  of  Sy- 
racuse gives  a population  of  6,111.  In  1830,  2,565;  in 
1835,  4,105. 

The  small  pox.  Two  deaths  by  small  pox,  occur- 
red in  Boston,  last  week,  and  one  in  Philadelphia.  The 
disease  has  also  made  its  appearance  along  the  Bran- 
dywine, in  the  manufacturing  districts  near  Wilming- 
ton. It  was  communicated  by  passengers  from  Eu- 
rope, in  the  Shenondoah  and  Marchioness,  who  escap- 
ed from  the  ships  before  thorough  purification. 

[Sun. 

Tea.  The  people  of  the  United  States  consume 
about  eight  million  pounds  of  tea  per  annum. 

[American. 

Temperance  cause.  It  is  a significant  and  gratifying 
fact,  that  of  the  many  numerous  signatures  yesterday 
to  the  memorial  lying  in  this  office  in  lavor  of  exclud- 
ing from  the  booths  on  the  4;h  ot  July,  all  spirituous 
liquors,  by  far  the  greater  number  were  by  young  men. 
Let  them  only  persevere,  and  by  personal  example,  as 
well  as  by  precept,  discountenance  the  use  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  and  the  great  battle  must  be  won. 

[N.  Y.  Amer. 

For  the  last  week,  aye,  month,  the  once  celebrated 
whiskey  town  of  Roscrea  has  not  afforded  one  single 
case  of  drunkenness  to  the  rusty  hinges  of  the  solitary 
Bridewell. — Indeed,  so  strange  and  unusual  is  the  ap- 
pearance of  intoxication,  that  it  is  looked  on  now  with 
a sort  of  credulous  astonishment,  as  if  such  a vice 
never  existed.  [Tipperary  Free  Press. 

Trade.  The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  writes  on  the  25th  ult. 

The  importations  into  this  city  amount  to  but  little, 
and  the  revenue  is  consequently  small,  while  the  ex- 
ports are  large,  but  amount  to  but  little  when  sold  in 
Europe.  Flour  continues  to  go  out,  notwithstanding 
the  promise  of  a good  crop  in  England,  and  the  great 
probability  of  a loss  on  every  barrel  sent;  but  it  is  here, 
on  hand,  with  no  demand  for  it  at  home,  and  what  else 
can  be  done?  Exchange  continues  to  go  down,  and 
bills  on  London  are  plenty  at  106  3-4  to  107.  If  no  im- 
portations are  made,  and  produce  thus  goes  out,  ex- 
change, of  course,  must  fall  down — in  our  favor  nomi- 
nally, to  be  sure — while  business  of  almost  all  sorts  is 
paralysed,  and  large  failures  take  place.  Three  large 
mercantile  houses  liavejust  gone  by  the  board,  for  ex- 
ample, one  of  them  a leading  dry  goods  house,  which, 
to  this  period,  successfully  rode  out  the  storm. 

Tobacco.  We  sold  Mr.  Jacob  Davis’  crop  of  tobac' 
co  on  the  23d  for  the  following  prices:  Lugs  $3  30  and 
$3  50;  leaf  $6  10,  $6  50,  $6  80  $7  80,  $11  50  and  $26  50. 
The  latter  hhds.  were  purchased  by  Messrs.  Lang- 
horne  & Armistead,  for  the  western  market,  and  were 
of  the  most  exquisite  quality  and  flavor,  and  regarded 
as  the  finest  that  has  been  in  the  market. 

[Lynch.  Virginian. 

At  Baltimore.  The  large  receipts  which  have  come 
in  for  some  time  past  have  afforded  purchasers  the  op- 
portunity of  selecting  from  a full  assortment.  The 
sales  reported  to  us  this  week  are  over  800  hhds.  of  all 
descriptions,  at  prices  winch  fully  sustain  former  rates. 
The  inferior  and  common  sorts  are  taken  with  less 
avidity  than  heretofore.  We  continue  to  quote  com- 
mon $3  50  a 4 50;  middling  to  good  $5  a $6;  good 
$6  50  a $8;  and  fine  $8  a $13.  A tew  small  parcels 
of  Ohio  were  sold  this  week  at  $5  a $9,  but  the  in- 
quiry for  this  description  is  dull.  The  high  price  of 
freights  has  prevented  shipments  from  going  forward, 
and  consequently  caused  a larger  quantity,  it  is  said, 
to  accumulate,  than  was  ever  known  to  be  in  Balti- 
more at  any  one  time.  The  inspections  of  the  week 
comprise  661  hhds.  Maryland;  337  hhds.  Ohio;  25 
hhds.  Kentucky;  and  11  hhds.  Pennsylvania — total 
1,074  hhds. 

The  sub-treasury  bill  finally  passed  the  house 
of  representatives  on  the  1st  inst.  ayes  124,  noes  107, 
and  now  requires  only  the  signature  of  the  president 
to  become  a law. 

Western  rivers.  The  Ohio  at  Wheeling  on  the 
26th  ult.  had  3 feet  6 inches  water  in  the  channel;  at 
Pit  sburg  2S  inches  on  the  27th.  On  the  26th  there  was 
a rise  of  four  feet  at  Cincinnati.  The  Picayune  says: 
“Nearly  all  the  upper  waters  are  still  high.  At  Louis- 
ville, on  Wednesday  last,  the  Ohio  was  slightly  rising, 
and  two  or  three  small  boats  came  over  the  falls.  The 
Upper  Mississippi  continues  full  and  the  water  has  not 
fallen  about  Lake  Providence.  From  that  point  down 
to  Vicksburg  several  plantations  are  inundated.  The 
river  is  full  of  new  drift,  showing  rises  above,  which 
are  mostly  from  the  Ohio. 

Yankee.  The  following  picture  of  a real,  genuine 
Yankee,  is  from  a poem  read  before  the  Historical  so- 
ciety, at  Hartford,  Connecticut: — 

“He  would  kiss  a queen  till  he  raised  a blister, 

With  his  arm  round  her  neck  and  his  old  felt  hat  on. 
Would  address  the  king  with  the  title  of  mister, 
And  ask  him  the  price  of  the  throne  that  he  sat  on. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRIT* *AIN. 

The  packet  ship  Sheffield,  at  New  York,  brings 
Liverpool  papers  to  the  5th  June,  inclusive. 

* Jt  is  stated  that  new  complications  have  sprung 
up  in  the  sulphur  question,  and  that  the  British 
government  had  resolved  on  sending  six  ships  of 
the  line  to  Naples.  A French  squadron  of  the 
same  force  was  also  to  proceed  thither. 

The  Tunes  is  severe  on  lord  Palmerston,  for 
deferring  the  address  of  the  Poles  of  Cracow,  who 
call  on  the  British  parliament  to  protect  them  in 
their  liberties  as  guaranteed  by  the  congress  of 
Vienna. 

A violent  riot  had  taken  place  in  Limerick.  The 
people  came'  into  town  in  immense  numbers,  carry- 
ing poles  with  loaves  of  bread  on  them,  and  crying 
out  “down  with  the  forestalled. ” They  seized  a 
number  of  carts  and  wagons,  and  emptying  them 
of  their  provisions,  threw  them  into  the  river. — 
The  military  were  obliged  to  be  called  in. 

Money  market,  London,  June  4. — Very  little  has 
been  done  in  the  share  market;  prices  are  nearly' 
the  same — if  any  thing,  a shade  lower.  Last  price 
of  consols,  62  3-4  to 7-8.  At  one  time  they  were 
as  high  as  93  for  money. 

Tea. — The  market  rather  firmer  in  consequence 
of  the  news  from  China.  Company’s  congous 
closed  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  buyers  cash. 

Bullion. — Within  these  few  days  there  have  been 
shipped  at  this  port,  for  Calais,  103,009  ounces  of 
silverand  1,000  ounces  of  gold. 

[ Dover  Chronicle. 

Corn  market,  Liverpool , June  2. — During  the  past 
week  the  weather  has  continued  as  favorable  as 
possible;  and  the  millers  and  dealers  have  bought 
very  cautiously  for  their  immediate  wants,  but 
there  has  been  a good  demand  for  foreign  wheat  for 
Ireland,  and  sales  have  thus  been  made  to  a fair 
extent  at  a decline  of  2d.  to  3d.  per  70  lb.  Flour 
has  also  been  sold  at  about  6d.  to  Is.  per  sack  and 
per  barrel  lower.  Oats  have  been  sold  Id.  to  2d. 
per  45  lb.;  oatineal  6d.  to  Is.  per  240  lb.  and  barley 
2d.  to  3d.  per  60  lb.  lower;  Indian  corn  has  been 
eagerly  bought  up  for  the  Irish  market  at  an  ad- 
vance of  Is.  to  2s.  per  quarter. 

Tlie  only  alteration  in  the  duties  of  grain,  from 
foreign  ports,  since  Friday  last  is  a reduction  of  Is. 
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6d.  per  quarter  on  beans;  an  alteration  on  wheat  is  , 
anticipated  next  Friday;  several  sales  of  wheat,  in 
bond,  have  been  made  at  its  value,  if  free,  deduct- 
ing the  duty  of  16s.  8d.  Some  sales  of  very  large 
parcels  of  flour,  in  bond,  have  been  effected  at 
25s.  to  25s.  6d.  and  in  small  quantities  at  26s.  per 
barrel;  oats,  in  bond,  in  very  limited  demand  at  3s. 
8d.  to  3s.  9d.  per45  lb. 

Liverpool  corn  exchange,  Tuesday,  June  3. — At 
this  morning’s  market,  sales  of  wheat  were  made 
to  a lair  extent,  at  a decline  of  2d.  to  3d, per  bushel 
from  the  prices  of  this  day  week.  There  was  a 
moderate  sale  for  American  flour  at  a reduction  of 
6d.  per  barrel.  Irish  flour  is  still  much  neglected, 
although  offering  at  low  prices. 

FRANCE. 

Paris  was  on  Tuesday  visited  by  a (remendous 
thunder  storm,  which  still  continued  at  the  depar- 
ture of  the  mail. 

Admiral  Baudin  is  to  proceed  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
clothed  with  military  and  diplomatic  powers  to 
terminate  the  differences  with  the  Argentine  re- 
public. 

The  French  line  of  steamboats  to  the  West  In- 
dies, is  to  start  Irons  Bordeaux;  tll£  Mexico  line, 
from  Marseilles. 

The  French  chamber  of  deputies  voted  on 
Monday  last  the  supplemental  grant  ;540,000 
francs)  for  unforeseen  expenses  arising  out  of  tlie 
differences  between  the  French  government  and 
Buenos  Ayres. 

The  Maniteur  deifies  that  the  retreat  of  the 
French  army  from  Teniah  had  been  so  disastrous 
as  the  opposition  papers  represented  it,  but  it  had 
obviously  been  a calamitous  one. 

Coffin  for  Napoleon. — The  administration  of  the 
pompes  funebres  is  now  preparing  the  coffin  whicli 
is  to  receive  at  St.  Helena  the  mortal  remains  ot 
Napoleon.  It  is  to  be  of  solid  ebony,  in  the  shape 
of  the  ancient  sarcophagi,  and  large  enough  to  en- 
close the  coffins  in  which  the  Emperor  lies  at  St. 
Helena,  so  that  his  ashes  may  not  be  disturbed. — 
The  funeral  pall  is  in  velvet,  strewed  with  gold 
bees,  and  bordered  with  a broad  band  of  ermine; 
at  each  corner  is  to  be  placed  an  eagle,  embroider- 
ed in  gold,  and  surmounted  with  the  imperial  crown. 

The  Naples  question. — M.  Thiers,  prime  minis- 
ter of  France,  said  in  the  chambers,  in  reply  to 
an  inquiry  made,  that  he  considered  Ibis  the  most 
serious  subject  now  pending — that  France  had  of- 
fered her  mediation  and  would  protect  her  inte- 
rests. He  also  said  that  French  vessels  of  war  had 
been  ordered  to  repair  lo  Naples.  M.  Thiers  said 
t he  French  government  considered  the  sulphur  mo- 
nopoly unjust; and  had  demanded  its  abolition.  In 
relation  to  improper  treatment  of  Frenchmen  in 
Switzerland,  that  would  be  attended  lo  as  soon  as 
the  present  treaties  expired.  In  regard  lo  Pas- 
sages, (Spain),  M.  Thiers  said  it  was  shortly  to  be. 
evacuated.  As  to  the  insult  at  Mauritius,  to  the 
French  (lag  by  a madman,  the  English  govern- 
ment had  exhibited  the  most  conciliatory  tone  on 
the  occasion.  To  the  persecutions  of  the  Jews  at 
Damascus,  M.  Thiers  said  the  French  consul  there 
was  at  the  time  a perfect  stranger. 

Paris,  Bourse,  June  3 d,  34  P.  M. — Five  percents 
118f.  40c.;  Threes 85f.  60c. 

M.  Alfred  de  Vigny,  author  of  Cinq  Mars,  mar- 
ried an  English  lady,  who  has  come  into  posses- 
sion of  a forlune  of  £160,000. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  rep  ut  of  the  death  of  the  king  of  Prussia  is 
stated  by  the  London  Times  of  June  4 1 h to  have 
been  premature. 

RUSSIA  . 

The  last  advieps  Irom  Trebfzond  announce  new 
successes  of  the  Circassians  over  their  Russian  in- 
vadets.  Nine  forts  had  fallen  into  their  power,  and 
(he  two  remaining  would  have  experienced  the  same 
fate,  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  two  Russian  ships 
of  the  line.  The  Circassians  gave  the  Russians  no 
quarter,  and  in  the  fort  of  St.  Nicholas  alone  1,000 
men  were  put  to  the  sword. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  had  given  orders  to  the 
first  secrectary  of  legation  at  Rome,  M.  de  Kriw- 
zotf,  to  place  under  a peculiar  system  of  control  the 
Russian  artists  studying  in  that  capital. 

SPAIN. 

Tlie  Carlists  in  their  last  mountain  fastness  in 
Spain,  have  met  with  more  reverses.  Their  fort  of 
Beigs  has  surrendered,  and  they  have  also  evacuat- 


ed Benicarlo,  Uldecona,  Aleazarand  Montan.  Gen. 
Cordova,  it  appears,  has  fallen  in  battle.  His  re- 
mains arrived  at  Cadiz  on  May  19th.  The  cham- 
ber of  deputies  at  Madrid,  have  passed  the  bill  au- 
thorising bonds  for  200,000,000  of  reals  at  5$  per 
cent,  as  recommended  by  the  former  minister  San 
Miilan.  The  fort  of  San  Pedro  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  queen’s  troops. 

TURKEY. 

The  Turkish  ambassador,  Nourri  effendi,  arrived 
at  Havre  from  London,  in  the  Phcerfix  steamer,  on 
Monday  last,  with  a suite  of  18  persons. 

The  Levant  mail,  due  in  Paris  this  day,  has  been 
anticipated  by  an  arrival  via  Vienna,  which  brings 
Constantinople  news  to  the  15th  ult.  inclusive,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  the  Turkish  govenr- 
ment  persisted  in  the  march  of  improvement  it  had 
lately  taken  up.  Halil  Pasha  Seraskier,  son-in-law 
of  the  late  sultan  Mahmood,  and  of  course  brother- 
in-law  of  the  present  sultan,  has,  it  appears,  been 
dismissed  from  his  distinguished  post,  for  (if  we 
read  rightly)  some  offence  against  morality,  calcu- 
lated to  bring  the  government  into  contempt.  The 
effect  of  this  laudable  proceeding  is  however,  marr- 
ed by  the  appointment  cf  a successor  to  him — 
Mustapha  Nourri,  a man  formerly  dismissed  from 
office  for  countless  extortions. 

The  prince  of  Orange  left  Constantinople  on  the 
15th. 

AFRICA. 

At  a public  meeting  recently  held  in  London, 
Mr.  Sturge  stated,  I hat  of  17,205  barrels  of  gunpow- 
der, exported  in  1835,  from  Liverpool,  more  than 
16,000  were  destined  for  Africa,  to  be  used  in  the 
internal  wars  to  be  carried  on  to  supply  the  slavers 
with  victims. 

CHINA. 

The  Thomas  Coutts,  which  sailed  from  China  on 
the  4th  of  February,  had  reached  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  on  her  way  to  London.  She  brings  intelli- 
gence that  tlie  Chinese  were  determined  to  resist  all 
attempts  at  accommodation,  except  on  their  own 
terms.  They  had  purchased  some  ships,  with  the 
intention  of  arming  them,  and  manning  them  for  the 
approaching  war  with  Great  Britain. 

BRAZIL. 

The  barque  Douglass  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Sunday,  in  28  days  irom  Rio  de  Janeiro.  An  at- 
tempt had  been  made  in  the  assembly  at  Rio  to  vote 
the  young  emperor  of  age,  and  thus  put  him  in 
possession  of  the  reigns  of  government.  The  at- 
tempt failed  by  a majority  ot  two  votes  only. 

BRITISH  GUIANA. 

Guiana  papers  of  the  2d  May  have  been  received 
in  Liverpool,  furnishing  interesting  details  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  British  Guiana  laborers.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  laborers  of  the  plantations  Annan - 
dale  and  Lusignan,  had  jointly  purchased  a plan- 
tation on  the  east  coast  of  the  Demarara  river  for 
$50,000,  to  be  paid  for  in  silver  in  the  course  of  a 
fortnight. 

Extension  of  British  authority.  A gentleman  re- 
cently from  Upper  California,  states  that  a British 
surveying  party  were  busily  engaged  in  surveying 
the  coast  in  that  vicinity.  [Jour.  Com. 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

A letter  received  by  the  secretary  of  the  Bedford 
Commercial  Insurance  company,  from  James  R. 
Ciendon,  dated  Bay  of  Islands,  February  18,  stales 
that  that  port  had  been  formally  declared  a British 
colony  on  the  30th  January  last, and  a governor  and 
staff,  consisting  of  a collector  of  customs,  civil  ma- 
gistrates, surveyor  general,  £cc.  &c.  had  arrived 
theie,  and  respectively  issued  proclamations  of  their 
authority.  [New  Bedford  Mercury. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Interesting  discoveries.  The  New  York  Express 
has  letters  from  Gautemala  of  the  26th  May,  Irom 
which  it  appears  that  our  charge  des  affairs,  John  L. 
Stevens,  esq.  and  his  travelling  companion,  Ml 
Catherwood,  in  pursuance  of  the  objects  ot  their 
mission,  have  visited  Quiragua,  and  there,  among 
numerous  other  ancient  relics,  have  discovered  the 
following:  One  statue,  10  feet  high,  lying  upon  the 
ground.  One  ditto  10  1-2  feet  high,  lying  upon  the 
ground,  face  looking  towards  the  heavens.  One 
ditto  26  feet  high,  inclining  similar  to  the  steeple  or 
tower  at  Pisa.  A monument  23  feet  high,  perpen- 
dicular, in  the  form  of  anobelisk,  lull  ot  hierogly- 
phics,with  a human  statue  cut  upon  its  top, and  lias 
some  figures  in  its  hands.  Another  statue  9 feet 
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high,  representing  a woman.  One  other  statue  19 
feet  high,  representing  on  one  side  the  figure  of  a 
woman,  on  the  other  a man,  in  good  preservation. — 
Another,  the  head  of  a giant,  6 feet  in  diameter. — 
Two  altars,  most  elegantly  sculptured.  One  obe- 
lisk, 12  feet  in  height.  Four  other  monuments  in 
distinct  places,  one  of  which  is  of  a circular  form, 
and  upon  a small  eminence  formed  of  stones,  appa- 
rently brought  from  the  river.  In  the  centre  be- 
tween these  four  monuments,  there  is  a huge  round 
stone,  which  is  wholly  covered  with  hieroglyphics 
and  inscriptions;  beneath  the  stone  are  two  human 
heads,  covered  nearly  with  vegetation,  upon  which 
the  stone  rests. 

The  above  monuments  are  found  about  3,000  feet 
from  the  river  Montagua.  The  time  of  Messrs. 
Catherwood  and  Stevens  being  short,  they  were 
unable  to  make  more  discoveries  in  that  place;  but 
they  are  satisfied  that  these  monuments,  &c.  can  be 
removed  and  taken  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  is  their  intention;  while  those  of  Palenque  are 
so  far  in  the  interior,  it  would  be  impossible  to  re- 
move them.  We  also  learn  that  the  human  figures, 
and  the  ornaments  which  appear  about  them,  are 
all  similar  to  those  of  Palenque.  In  fact,  this  we 
consider  only  as  a prelude  to  what  we  shall  expect 
from  these  distinguished,  persevering  and  scientific 
travellers. 

From  Quiragua,  the  travellers  intended  to  pass  to 
Quiche,  and  thence  to  the  splendid  ruins  of  Pa- 
lenque, in  the  province  of  Chiapas,  Mexico. 

FROM  THE  PACIFtC. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says,  a correspondent, 
under  date  of  Panama,  May  29th,  informs  us  that 
war  had  been  declared  by  Peru  against  Bolivia,  and 
that  the  rebellion  in  the  province  of  Pasto.  (one  of 
the  southern  provinces  of  New  Granada),  had 
broken  out  afresh.  To  add  to  the  troubles  of  the 
times,  the  small  pox  was  raging  there,  and  also  in 
the  Isthmus,  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  dates 
from  Payta  were  to  May  5th,  and  from  Buene- 
ventura  to  the  15th. 

The  New  York  Signal  has  the  following:  “We 
have  a Panama  paper  of  the  last  mentioned  date, 
but  it  contains  no  news  of  importance.  It  appears 
that  the  Pasto  rebellion  was  occasioned  by  a decree 
of  June  5,  1839,  suppressing  the  convents.  It  was 
headed  by  Noguera,  who,  alter  being  defeated,  was 
pardoned,  together  with  his  followers,  by  a decree 
of  29th  March,  1840,  at  the  same  time  surrendering 
their  arms  to  the  disposal  of  the  government. 
What  were  the  circumstances  which  led  to  a re- 
newal of  the  rebellion,  we  are  riot  informed. 

MEXICO. 

Mexican  papers  as  late  as  the  15th  June  from 
Matamoras,  received  by  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin, 
furnish  no  news  of  moment. 

Complaints  are  made  in  these  papers  that  smug- 
gling is  carried  on  between  Texas  and  the  interior 
to  a considerable  extent,  the  civil  authorities  being, 
it  is  said,  largely  engaged  in  the  business. 

TEXAS. 

The  Texian  schooner  of  war  San  Jacinto,  lieut. 
Postel),  has  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

Droves  of  negroes  are  pouring  into  Texas  through 
Natchitoches,  from  Mississippi,  to  avoid  sheriff’s 
sales  in  the  latter. 

Galveston  advices  to  the  22d  ult.  have  been  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans. 

The  Austin  Gazette  of  the  10th  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Galveston.  Another  express  from  San 
Antonio  had  reached  Austin,  bringing  a confirma- 
tion of  previous  accounts,  that  Arista  was  advanc- 
ing towards  Texas  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican 
army.  The  last  accounts  represent  his  force  as  be- 
ing much  less  numerous  than  the  first — say  for  the 
last,  one  thousand  men.  The  best  opinions  on  the 
subject  are  that  Arista  only  intends  to  attack  and 
cut  up  the  federalists  who  are  formingori  the  Texian 
border,  before  they  shall  have  become  completely 
organized. 

Colonel  James  Love  has  been  appointed  a com- 
missioner to  receive,  at  Galveston,  the  promissory 
notes  of  the  government,  and  to  issue  stock  certifi 
cates  for  the  same.  This  arrangement,  and  a simi- 
lar one  appointing  an  agent  in  New  Orleans,  for  (he 
same  purpose,  must  have  the  best  effect  in  with- 
drawing these  notes  from  circulation,  as  we  know' 
of  many  men  who  would  be  glad  to  fund  all  the 
Texas  money  they  have,  but  have  heretofore  been 
deterred  by  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a journey 
to  Anston. 

Advices  from  Sari  Augustine  state  that  the  crops 
in  that  vicinity  are  in  a great  state  of  forwardness, 
and  promise  a rich  and  abundant  harvest. 

The  Galveston  Gazette  openly  insinuates  that 
some  oi  the  officers  of  the  Texian  ship  of  war 
Austin,  at  that  port,  recently  attempted  to  take 
possession  of  her  and  clear  for  sea. 

Texas  treasury  notes  were  selling  at  Houston  on 
the  3d  inst.  at  from  14  to  16  cents  on  the  dollar. 


Municipal  legislation.  The  city  of  Houston, 
Texas,  has  ordained  that  all  persons  found  lying 
drunk  in  the  streets,  market  house  or  enclosure,  or 
any  out  lot  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  work  upon  the  streets  of  the  city  lor  a 
term  not  less  than  thirty  days  for  the  first  offence, 
and  not  less  than  sixty  days  for  each  subsequent 
offence. 

The  president  of  Texas,  in  conformity  with  an 
act  passed  on  the  subject,  has  issued  a proclama- 
tion commanding  all  free  persons  of  color,  now  in 
that  republic,  to  move  therefrom  before  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1842. 

CANADA. 

Up  to  the  20th  inst.  535  vessels  had  arrived  at 
Quebec,  being  an  increase  of  47  over  the  arrivals 
to  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  number  of  emigrants  arrived  at  Quebec  to 
the  20th  inst.  shows  an  increase  over  the  same 
period  last  year  of  1 1,033. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  .national  anniversary.  The  fourth  of 
July  just  passed  lias  been  observed  throughout  the 
country  as  a general  holiday,  devoted  to  social  en- 
joyment rather  than  exhibition.  There  weie  few 
larger  parades  than  those  of  the  tempeiance  associ- 
tions,  and  those  were  conducted  in  the  most  exem- 
plary manner.  The  volunteer  companies  appear 
mostly  to  have  spent  the  day  in  detachments  and  in 
visits  to  places  of  recreation.  Some  few  partizan 
meetings  were  held,  but  the  spirit  of  the  day 
triumphed  over  political  distractions,  and  in  some 
%ises,  as  at  the  meeting  at  Barren  Creek,  Maryland, 
where,  though  assembled  at  different  places,  the 
paities  soon  agreed  to  partake  with  each  other  the 
festivities  of  a day  consecrated  to,  their  coun- 
try. 

Appointment  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Joseph  P.  Junkins,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
York,  Maine,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1840,  vice  Mark 
Dennet,  resigned. 

Mr.  Louis  Adolphe  Amie  Fourier  de  Ba- 
court  was  on  the  4th  inst. introduced  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  to  the  president,  and  delivered  to  him  his 
credential  letters  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  king  of  the  French. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  July  1, 
1840.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
acts  of  congress  of  12th  of  October,  1837,  21st  May, 
1838  and  2d  March,  1839: 

#19,567,086  22 

Of  this  sura  there  has  been  redeem- 
ed, 19,242,452  92 


Leaving  outstanding,  #324,633  30 

Amount  issued  under  act  of  3d  March, 

1840,  #1,836,009  09 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  30,925  03 


Leaving  of  that  issue  outstanding  #1.805,094  06 

Aggregate  outstanding  #2.129,717  26 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sec.  of  the  treasury. 

The  vice  president  of  the  U.  S.  retired  from 
his  chair  in  the  senate  on  the  2d  instant,  as  is  usual 
prior  to  closing  the  session,  and  on  the  3d,  the  hon. 
Win.  R.  King  was  chosen  by  that  boJy  president 
pro  tern.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  in  company  with 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Grundy  and  other  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  administration  party,  have  gone  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  compliance  with  invitations  from  their 
friends.  The  vice  president  it  appears  had  a valu- 
able watch  stolen  from  his  pocket  at  a meeting  in 
Philadelphia  on  Friday.  The  editor  of  the  Sun" fa- 
cetiously observes: — the  colonel  should  have  re- 
membered the  old  couplet: 

“He  that  would  keep  a watch,  this  must  lie  do, 
Pocket  his  watch,  and  watch  his  pocket  too.” 

Com.  Elliott.  The  Philadelphia  National  Ga- 
zette says  that  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial, 
which  recently  tried  commodore  Elliott  in  that  city 
on  sundry  charges,  is  suspension  from  his  functions 
for  four  years,  and  withholding  of  his  pay  for  two 
years. 

Exploring  expedition — important.  Letters 
have  been  received  trom  the  United  States  exploring 
expedition,  says  the  United  States  Gazette,  dated 
Sidney,  New  South  Wales,  March  12,  1840,  an- 
nouncing that  on  the  19th  January  preceding  a 
vast  continent  was  discovered  by  both  the  French 
and  American  exploring  squadrons. 


From  the  Sydney  Herald,  March  \olh.  1840. 

Discovery  of  the  Antarctic  continent.  Amongst  the 
arrivals  to  be  found  in  our  shipping  list  of  this  day, 
is  that  of  the  United  States  ship  Vincennes,  under 
the  command  of  Charles  Wilkes,  esq.  The  Vin- 
cennes has  been  absent  from  this  port  eighty  days, 
most  of  which  time  has  been  spent  in  southern  ex- 
ploration, and  we  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  pow- 
er to  announce,  on  the  highest  authority,  that  the 
researches  of  the  exploring  squadron  after  a south- 
ern continent  have  been  completely  successful. 
The  land  was  first  seen  on  the  morning  ol  the  19th 
of  January,  in  latitude  64°  20'  south  longitude,  154° 
18' east.  The  Peacock,  (which  arrived  in  our  har- 
bor on  the  22d  ultimo,  much  disabled  Irom  her  con- 
tact with  the  ice),  we  learn  obtained  soundings  in 
a high  southern  latitude,  and  established  beyond 
doubt  the  existence  of  land  in  that  direction. 

But  tile  Vincennes,  more  fortunate  in  escaping 
injury,  completed  the  discovery,  and  ran  down  the 
coast  from  the  154°  18'  to  97°  45'  east  longitude, 
about  seventeen  hundred  miles,  within  a short  dis- 
tance of  the  land,  oflen  sj  near  as  to  get  soundings 
with  a few  fathoms  of  line,  during  which  time  she 
was  constantly  surrounded  by  ice  islands  and  bergs, 
and  experienced  many  heavy  gales  of  wind,  ex- 
posing her  constantly  to  shipwreck.  We  also  un- 
derstand she  has  brought  several  specimens  of  rock 
and  earth,  procured  from  the  land,  some  of  them 
weighing  upwards  of  a hundred  pounds.  It  is 
questionable  whether  this  discovery  can  be  of  any 
essential  bentfit  to  commerce,  but  it  cannot  be 
otherwise  ttian  highly  gratifying  to  captain  Wilkes, 
and  the  officers  engaged  with  him  in  this  most  in- 
teresting expedition,  to  have  brought  to  a success- 
ful termination  the  high  trust  committed  to  them 
by  their  country;  and  it  is  hoped  that  so  noble  a 
commencement  in  the  cause  of  science  and  disco- 
very, will  induce  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  followup  by  other  expeditions  that  which 
is  now  on  the  point  of  terminating. 

We  understand  that  the  Vincennes  will  sail  on 
the  16th  instant,  for  New  Zealand,  where  the  Por- 
poise and  Flying  Fish  will  rejoin  her,  should  they 
have  been  equally  fortunate  with  their  two  consorts 
in  escaping  Irom  the  ice.  The  Peacock  will  follow 
as  soon  as  her  repairs  are  coinpleled;  whence  they 
will  all  proceed  in  furtherance  ot  the  objects  of  the 
expedition.  We  will  only  add,  that  we  wish  them 
God  speed. 

It  appears  from  the  same  paper  that  the  two 
French  corvettes,  the  Astrolabe  and  Zelee,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  D’Urville,  lias  been 
crowned  with  the  same  success  as  that  of  the  U.  S. 
squadron;  on  the  19th  of  January  they  succeeded 
in  landing, with  two  boats,  and  obtained  many  spe- 
cimens of  rock,  Sic.  latitude  66°  00  S.  long.  130° 
east.  The  Astrolabe  and  Zelee  had  arrived  at  Ho- 
bart town. 

Light  house  at  Cape  Henlopen.  A new 
lantern  has  been  recently  put  on  the  main  light 
house  at  Cape  Henlopen,  lighted  with  18  lamps  and 
18  large  reflectors.  This  light,  it  is  said,  for  bril- 
liancy of  appearance  and  probable  utility,  is  not 
exceeded  by  any  fixed  light  on  on r coast.  The 
lamps  and  reflectois  were  constructed  by  Mr.  Win- 
slow, of  Boston. 

English  colonial  trade — breadstuff’s  via  Ca- 
nada. We  are  obliged  to  the  Cleveland  Herald  for 
information  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  extract 
below.  The  transportation  of  breadstuff's  from  our 
northern  frontier  into  Canada,  by  way  of  the  Wel- 
land canal  and  lake  Ontario,  having  become  quite  a 
business  of  late,  it  was  stated  by  a New  York  pa- 
per that  the  large  importations  into  Canada  from 
the  United  States  wereYnade  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
sequent exportation  irom  the  colonial  poits  to  Great 
Britain;  and  that  flour,  when  thus  exported, was 
admitted  duty  tree  in  England.  Having  expressed 
some  doubts  of  the  correctness  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  statement,  the  Cleveland  Herald,  quoting  our 
paragraph,  says:  [Balt.  Miner. 

“United  Slates  flour,  via  Canada,  is  not  admitted 
into  Great  Britain  at  a less  duly  than  if  shipped 
from  U.  S.  ports.  But  flour  manufactured  in  Cana- 
da from  wheat  grown  in  the  United  States,  and 
shipped  thence  to  England,  is  admitted  on  the  same 
terms  as  if  the  wheat  was  grown  in  Canada.  The 
duty  on  Canadian  wheal  and  flour  in  Great  Britain 
is  fixed  at  a minimum  and  maximum  rate,  and  not 
by  a progressive  scale;  when  wheat  is  below  67 
shillings  per  quarter,  the  duty  is  5 shillings  per 
quarter;  when  above  that  price,  it  is  6 pence  a 
quarter.  In  this  respect,  the  Canadians  have 
greatly  the  advantage  of  shippers  from  the  United 
States.  They  know  the  duty  they  will  have  to  pay 
on  a barrel  of  flour  cannot  exceed  three-filths  of  5 
shillings  sterling. 
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About  60,000  barri  Is  of  flour  and  600,000  bushels 
of  wheat  will  go  from  this  port  to  Canada  before  har- 
vest. The  object  in  purchasing  tiuur  for  Canada,  was 
consumption  there,  and  not  shipment.  The  wheat 
Will  be  ground  and  exported,  and  the  best  descrip- 
tions of  Canada  w heat  w ill  be  exported  in  the  grain. 

It  is  also  an  error  to  suppose  that  United  States 
flour  can  be  shipped  via  Canada  to  the  West  Indies 
tree  ol  duty.  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  are  the 
only  British  possesjions  into  which  United  Stales 
flour  can  be  admitted  free.  Corn  or  grain  unground, 
meal  or  flour  not  made  of  wheat,  bread  and  biscuit, 
are  admitted  free  into  any  British  possessions  in 
North  America.  To  be  admitted  tree  into  the  Bri- 
tish West  Indies,  the  flour  must  be  manufactured 
in  the  British  North  Amencan  provinces.” 

[deferred  article.] 

Colonization.  To  the  Amencan  clergy.  The 
Undersigned,  impressed  with  the  importance,  in 
view  ol  the  recent  encouraging  intelligence  from 
Liberia,  ol  aiding  the  funds  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  re^pectlully  invite  the  Christian 
community  ol  this  District  and  country  to  unite  in 
contributions  lor  113  benefit  on  the  5th  of  July  next. 
The  whole  Chiistian  world  is  beginning  to  turn  an 
eye  of  compassion  and  hope  towards  Atuca.  Her 
superstitions  and  sufferings  surpass  description.  It 
is  ascertained  that  she  is,  by  the  Mohammedan  and 
Chiistian  slave  trade,  deprived  annually  ol  half  a 
million  of  her  inhabitants;  nearly  two- thirds  ol 
whom  perish  in  capture,  removal  and  seasoning 
during  the  first  year.  The  colony  of  Liberia,  bv 
its  ability  lor  selt-defence,  its  recently  acquired 
territory,  its  improvingagriculture,  the  growing  in- 
fluence of  its  Christian  teachers  over  the  native 
population,  and  its  destruction  of  the  slave  trade  in 
its  vicinity,  must  animate  the  hearts  ol  those  who 
are  seeking  to  lay  in  Aliica  the  foundations  of  a 
free  and  Christian  commonwealth. 

That  colony,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  it 
has  encountered,  is  evidently  opening  a wide  door 
ol  admission  lor  our  arts,  institutions  and  religion, 
among  tile  vast,  but  miserable  population  of  West- 
ern Alrica. 

Humane  and  Christian  men  must  surely  be  inte- 
rested to  improve  and  extend  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  tins  colony  lor  relieving  a quarter  ot  the 
globe  from  unparalleled  wrongs  ami  afflictions,  and 
bringing  millions  ot  barbarians  to  the  knowledge  ol 
the  true  God  and  eternal  life. 

Let,  then,  the  American  churches  come  forward 
to  tins  work  of  benevolence  with  hearts  touched 
witn  a sense  of  the  Divine  goodness  to  themselves, 
and  with  a fixed  pm  pose  to  bestow  on  Africa  civili- 
zation and  Christianity. 

The  Saluda  should  return  to  Liberia  by  the  1st  ol 
August,  with  a cargo  anu  emigrants.  For  this,  and 
to  meet  existing  engagements,  tilteen  thousand  dol- 
lars are  indispensable.  Veiy  much  depends  upon 
the  effort  ot  the  churches  on  the  5th  of  July. — 
Freely  we  have  received,  let  us  fieely  give.  The 
society  cannot  pioceed  without  additional  means; 
its  Iriends,  we  doubt  not,  will  supply  them. 

John  C.  Smith,  - J.  T.  Johnston, 

Stephen  G.  Buifinch,  Thos.  G.  Thornton, 

W hi.  Hyland, 


George  J.  Wood, 
Eiia^  Harrison, 

J.  N.  Danforth, 
George  G.  C, -oilman, 
John  Davis, 

H.  Strmgfellovr, 

W.  B.  En wards, 

II.  T.  Berry, 


Henry  H.  Bean, 

A.  Webster, 

O.  B.  Biown, 

S.  Ciiapm, 

Win.  Ruggles, 

Levi  11.  ileese, 

James  Laurie, 

Win.  Hawley, 

Clergymen  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  says:  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  notice  previously  given,  the  rev. 
R.  R.  Gurley,  long  known  as  the  able  and  eloquent 
advocate  ol  the  American  Colonization  society, 
and  now  about  to  embark  lor  England  as  the  repre- 
sentative ot  that  society  belore  the  philanthropists 
of  Great  Britain,  addressed  the  audience  who  had 
assembled  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  Wash- 
ington square,  in  his  usual  lelicitous  style.  He 
came  to  call  the  attention  of  the  American  public 
to  the  scheme  ol  humanity  lately  proposed  to  the 
World  by  Mr.  Buxton,  and  adopted  by  Great  Rri- 
tain,  and  to  encourage  and  excite  us  all  to  more  ef- 
fectual elforts  for  the  overthrow  of  the  cruel  slave 
trade  which  continues  alike  tile  disgrace  of  huma- 
nity and  the  scourge  of  Alrica. 

Time  did  not  permit  ttie  speaker  to  enter  minutely 
into  the  details  of  Mr.  Buxton’s  scheme,  but  after 
reading  extracts  and  statistics  concerning  the  slave 
trade,  calculated  to  thrill  every  human  mind,  he 
presented  the  outline  for  the  remedy. 

Tli i3  consists,  first,  ot  an  increased  number  of 
cruisers  to  be  stationed  upon  the  coast;  second,  the 
establishment,  at  favorable  points  along  the  coast 
of  settlements  for  purposes  of  commerce  and  agri- 


culture; thrse  settlements  to  consist  of  colored  men 
from  the  West  Indies,  Sierra  Leone  and  elsewhere; 
and,  finally,  the  countenance  and  protection  of  these 
settlements  by  the  British  government. 

When  Mr.  Gurley  had  finished  his  remarks,  the 
rev.  Mr.  Pinney  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Alrican  slave  trade  is.  in  the 
judgment  of  this  meeting,  an  evil  so  extensive  and 
atiocious,  as  to  demand  the  immediate  and  mighti- 
est efforts  of  the  Christian  church,  and  of  all  civi- 
lized governments,  for  its  suppression. 

Resolved,  That  our  greatest  hope  for  the  speedy 
and  entire  overthrow  of  i his  trade,  rests  upon  endea- 
vors for  the  civilization  of  Africa,  by  awakening 
her  dormant  energies,  developing  her  vast  resources, 
and  teaching  her  population  that  it  is  as  well  their 
interest  as  duty  to  abandon  forever  this  abominable 
commerce. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  changes  on  this  subject 
in  England,  the  great  movements  of  the  British 
government  in  accordance  with  that  change,  the 
rapidly  growing  piosperity  and  usefulness  of  the 
commonwealth  ot  Liberia,  the  application  ol  steam 
to  ship  navigation,  bringing  into  easy  communica- 
tion distant  and  barbarous  with  civilized  countries, 
and  the  voices  of  invitation  and  entreaty  for  Chris- 
tian teachers  coming  to  us  from  the  numerous 
tribes  and  kingdoms  of  western  and  interior  Africa, 
are  signs  of  encouragement  to  animate  onrexertions 
for  the  destruction  of  the  most  cruel,  superstitious 
and  terrible  traffic  that  have  ever  darkened  and  dis- 
graced any  quarter  of  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  these  United  States 
enjoy  peculiar  advantages,  and  are  under  the  great- 
est obligations  to  engage  in  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade  and  the  civilization  of  Alrica — to  plant 
upon  her  shores  free  institutions,  and  men  capable 
of  maintaining  them,  and  to  co-operate  with  other 
Christian  powers  in  conferring  upon  her  the  divine 
light  and  blessings  of  Christianity. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  miseries  of  Africa, 
and  ttie  great  movements  of  the  Christian  world  to 
relieve  them,  and  in  the  opening  prospects  of  liberty, 
civilization  and  Christianity  on  that  continent,  the 
strongest  and  noblest  motives  are  presented  to  our 
free  colored  population  to  return  to  their  mother 
count')’,  and  establish  themselves  on  her  shores — to 
redress  her  wrongs,  rebuild  her  luins,  arid  elevate 
themselves  and  their  posterity  to  a rank  of  indepen- 
dence, usefulness  and  honor,  unsurpassed  by  that  of 
any  nation  upon  earth. 

Resolved,  That  a union  of  the  American  churches 
in  behalf  of  so  benign  an  object,  would  worthily  tes- 
tily our  gratitude  to  God  lor  our  unequalled  na- 
tional blessings,  and  our  desire  to  extend  them  to 
the  most  injured,  oppiessed  and  miserable  portion 
of  our  race. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  this  city. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  new  bridge  across  the  Alleghany,  connecting 
Pittsbuig  with  Alleghany  town,  just  completed  at  an 
expense  of  $70,000,  is  1,057  feet  long,  and  42  wide. 
On  the  top  is  a delightful  walk,  12  feet  wide,  salely 
protected  on  each  side  by  hand  railings  and  lattice 
work.  It  is  the  fourth  bridge  across  the  river  within 
the  distance  of  a mile.  ' 1 

Coal.  The  Greensburg  (Pa.)  Sentinel  states  that 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Rugh,  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
place,  several  persons  have  recently  been  engaged 
in  boring  the  earth  for  salt  water,  and  at  the  depth 
of  712  feet,  they  struck  a vein  of  bituminous  coal, 
which  was  found  to  be  upwards  of  five  feet  in  depth. 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls.  The  whole  amount  of 
canal  tolls  collected  this  season  up  to  the  4th  u It. 
was  $218,350  93.  Motive  power,  $153,895  66. — 
Railway,  $150,327  64.  Gross,  $532,574  23. 

Churches  in  Philadelphia.  There  are  in  Philadel- 
phia 100  churches,  ol  the  following  denominations, 
viz:  Presbyterian,  26;  Protestant  Episcopal,  14; 
Methodist,  15;  Baptist,  11;  Roman  Catholic,  5;  Lu- 
theran, 4;  Friends,  4;  Mariners,  3;  Universalist,  2; 
Dutch  Reformed,  2;  Congregational,  1:  German  Re- 
formed, 1;  Independent,  1;  Jews  Synagogue,  1;  Mo- 
ravian. 1;  Unitarian,  1;  New  Jerusalem,  1;  A!rican,7. 

Auction  duties.  The  following  is  the  amount  of 
duties  paid  by  the  several  auctioneers  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  last  three  months:  J.  B.  Myers, 
$9,872  39;  S.  B.  Thomas,  $7,296  42;  S.  N.  Da- 
vies, $2,807  71;  Joseph  Bispliam,  $1,719  63;  G. 
W.  Lord,  $1,461  46;  C J.  Wolbert,  $587  54;  M. 
Thomas,  $475  43;  G.  W.  Smith,  $176  45;  S.  Na- 
thans. $150  82;  S.  Poulterer,  $1 16  25;  T.  W.  L. 
Freeman,  $95  35 — total,  $24,759  50. 

The  burning  mountain.  We  find  the  following  in- 
teresting particulars  in  the  Lehigh  (Pa.)  Bulletin. — 
They  are  communicated  in  a letter  to  the  editor, 
dated 


Mount  Vesuvius,  Schuylkill  co.  May  31. 

Mr.  Editor:  I this  morning  paid  a visit  to  this 
place,  situated  about  four  miles  noi  tlieast  ol  Miners- 
ville, and  by  road  eight  miles  from  Potlsville,  to  see 
the  wonderful  effects  of  a coal  mine  on  fire.  Arriv- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  by  a lateral  rail  road, 

I appioached  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  from  which 
there  issued  considerable  water  which  to  the  taste 
is  highly  charged  with  sulphur  and  some  iron  corrod- 
ed from  I he  rails,  laid  in  the  gangway  of  the  mine, 
and  depositing  a sediment  approaching  near  the  color 
of  chromic  yellow’. 

It  was  at  this  opening,  Ihe  fire  took  place  in  Janu- 
ary, 1839,  caused  by  the  miners  having  made  a fire 
in  the  month  of  it  to  keep  the  waters  from  freezing 
abotil  the  tails,  so  that  they  could  commence  opera- 
tions early  in  the  spring,  which  through  carelessness 
ignited  the  propping  ol  the  gangway,  and  from  which 
it  communicated  to  the  coal  dirt  belore  it  was  dis- 
covered. The  miners  then  endeavored  to  extinguish 
it,  but  it  was  beyond  their  power,  and,  after  having 
worked  at  it  two  nights  and  a day,  they  left  it  in  de- 
spair of  stopping  its  ravages,  and  which  it  is  now 
impossible  to  stop. 

Going  from  thence  up  the  mountain  (which  faces 
the  south)  about  150  yards,  I arrived  at  the  first  cra- 
ter, which  is  in  the  shape  of  an  inverted  eliptical 
cone,  about  40  by  70  feet  diameter,  and  sunk  some 
15  feet  below  the  snif'ace,  in  the  centre  of  which  the 
coal  vein  or  measure  is  on  fire,  smouldering  as  it 
were  with  dirt  and  stones  which  have  caved  in  upon 
it,  the  stone  are  burnt  to  an  appearance  like  lime. — 
The  smell  of  sulphur  here  is  highly  perceptible;  from 
the  north  end  of  this  crater,  there  issues  a rumbling 
noise  like  distant  thunder,  and  the  heat  appears  to  be 
intense.  About  30  feet  higher  up  the  mountain,  I 
arrived  at  another  crater,  perhaps  30  feet  in  diami - 
ter,  which  is  a chasm  apparently  about  thirty  feet 
deep,  with  much  smoke  issuing  from  the  connection 
with  the  first  crater  on  its  south;  the  west  sideol  this 
chasm  is  a mass  of  immense  stone,  with  fire  under  it 
as  far  as  the  oppning  exists,  the  rumbling  noise  be- 
fore mentioned  is  here  more  distinct  than  at  the  first 
crater,  and  the  lieat  greater,  both  caused,  perhaps,  by 
the  wind  being  from  the  south.  The  smoke  and 
sulphur  on  the  east  side  was  very  annoying  to  me, 
and  caused  me  to  shift  my  situation  to  the  west  side, 
passing,  for  the  purpose,  between  the  first  and  second 
crater  over  a strip  of  ground  about  30  feet  wide, 
knowing  it  to  be  undermined  by  fire,  and  then  in 
full  blast,  caused  me  to  tread  lightly,  (such  is  the 
elfectof  habit ),  for  fear  ol  breaking  it  down,  which 
had  it  done,  I would  have  been  engulphed  into  a 
horrible  death. 

Further  up  the  mountain,  some  50  feet  apart,  are 
three  more  craters,  similar  to  the  first  in  size,  but 
there  is  no  rumbling  issued  from  either  of  them — 
there  have  been  others  of  smaller  size,  which  are 
now  filled  up,  except  one  which  is  not  more  than  4 
feet  in  diameter,  from  which  issues  steam. 

Upon  reaching  the  extremity  of  the  fire,  as  far  as 
discernable,  I had  a fair  view  of  the  damages  done 
upon  the  surface  of  the  hill.  For  perhaps  50  or  60 
acres,  all  vegetation  lias  been  destroyed,  and  the 
herbage  and  sprouts  are  quite  red,  which  have  a 
preltv  effect  at  a distance,  but  upon  the  spot  the  ap- 
peaiance  is  desolate,  not  a blade  of  grass  nor  a green 
leaf  or  twig  ineet3  the  eye,  as  lar  as  the  influence 
under  ground  has  acted. 

On  my  return  to  Newcastle,  which  is  at  the  west 
foot  of  the  mountain,  1 was  informed  that  the  mine 
belonged  to  Messrs.  Dundass,  Richards  &,  Co.  of 
Philadelphia,  and  that  the  coal  vein  would  average 
40  feet  in  thickness;  there  is  material  enough  in  the 
mountain  to  burn  some  years.  It  is  now  proposed 
to  open  the  vein  at  the  other  end  of  the  mountain, 
and  save  as  much  coal  in  that  way  as  possible. 

District  court.— J.  Elliot  Thayer  vs.  the  Bank  of 
ihe  United  States.  This  was  an  action  for  the  leco- 
very  of  specie  upon  notes  of  the  delendant  to  Ihe 
amount  of  $129,000,  with  interest  thereon  at  the 
rate  of  12  per  cent,  from  the  time  of  the  demand 
made,  under  article  6,  section  4,  of  the  defendant’s 
charter.  It  was  argued  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
last,  with  several  others  of  a like  character,  in  all 
amounting  to  upwards  of  $800,000,  on  a motion  to 
show  cause  why  judgment  should  not  he  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff,  lor  want  of  a sufficient  affidavit 
of  defence.  There  were  several  important  points 
in  the  discussion  of  this  motion,  one  ot  which  only 
we  shall  notice — that  is,  whether  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  legislature,  commonly  called  the  resumption 
bill,  do  not  repeal  or  suspend  for  a time  so  much  of 
the  charter  as  imposes  the.  above  penal  interest  for 
the  bank’s  refusal  to  pay  its  notes.  By  the  defend- 
ant’s counsel,  it  was  urged  that  they  did,  as  Ihe  first 
resolution  provides  that  all  suits  instituted  against 
the  bank,  until  the  15th  of  January,  1841,  shall  be 
pursued  “according  to  the  common  law,  and  not 
Otherwise, and  that  as  the  penal  interest  is  given  by 
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statute , and  not  by  common  law,  it  is  suspended  until 
the  day  named. 

By  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  it  was  urged  that 
the  light  to  receive  the  penal  interest,  in  case  the 
bank  should  refuse  to  pay  its  notes  on  demand,  was 
a part  of  the  original  contract  between  holders  of 
those  notes  and  the  bank,  and  that  the  resumption 
bill  could  not,  even  if  it  were  designed  to,  impair  the 
obligation  of  that  contract,  that  the  right  was  vested, 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legislature,  whose  in- 
tention evidently  was  meiely  to  suspend  the  liability 
of  the  banks  to  a forfeiture  of  their  charters  for  a 
time. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  upon  these  trials  has  not 
yet  been  given,  but  may  be  expected  during  the  en- 
suing week.  [Ledger. 

MISSOURI. 

The  elections  take  place  on  the  6th  of  August 
ensuing,  and  botti  parties  are  exerting  themselves. 
The  whigs  have  held  three  state  conventions  at 
Rocheport.  On  the  18th,  the  general  convention, 
at  which  the  St.  Louis  papers  assert  that  from  seven 
to  ten  thousand  delegates  attended.  On  the  19th, 
the  soldiers  who  had  served  under  gen.  Harrison 
assembled  to  the  number  of  200,  and  organized  a 
convention,  col.  O’Fallen  presiding,  and  on  the  20th 
the  young  men  organized  their  convention. 

Congressional  candidates.  The  whigs  have  nomi- 
nated Edward  M.  Samuel,  of  Clay  county,  and  Geo. 
C.  Sibley,  of  St.  Charles,  as  their  candidates  for 
congress.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  says:  “Mr.  Sib- 
ley is  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  the  country,  and  is 
well  known  to  all  of  the  first  settlers  of  Missouri. — 
He  is  one  of  the  patriarchs  of  the  west — the  perso- 
nal friend  of  gen.  Harrison — the  advocate  of  western 
measures,  and  an  honest  true-hearted  whig.” 

MICHIGAN. 

Electoral  candidates.  The  administration  con- 
vention which  assembled  at  Ann  Arbor  on  the  24th 
lilt,  nominated  Charles  Mason,  of  Detroit,  K.  S. 
Bingham,  of  Livingston,  and  Charles  E.  Stewart,  of 
Kalamazoo,  as  candidates  for  electors  of  president. 

Congressional  candidate.  There  was  some  diffi- 
culty in  selecting  a candidate  for  congress.  Mr.  I. 
E.  Crary  had  written  a letter  declining  a renomina- 
tion; yet  his  friends  determined  to  propose  him  to 
the  convention.  On  balloting,  Mr.  Crary  had  47, 
R.  McClelland  25,  Alpheus  Felch  4,  and  divers 
others  26.  In  the  evening,  the  ballot  stood,  Crary 
58,  McClelland  34,  Felch  1,  others  9.  No  choice 
being  effected,  the  meeting  adjourned  until  next 
day,  when  Mr.  Felch  having  obtained  77  votes, 
was,  by  a formal  vote  of  99,  declared  tile  candidate. 

FLORIDA. 

The  expedition  under  cols.  Twiggs  and  Harney 
has  returned  to  Black  creek,  after  destroying  a num- 
ber of  corn, fields.  Three  prisoners  wei  e brought  in. 

ANNIVERSARY  OF  PRINTING. 

By  general  concurrence  and  without  any  specific 
authority  for  the  selection,  the  24th  June  seems  to 
have  been  assigned  for  celebrating  the  four  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the  art  of 
printing.  At  Leipsic,  the  great  book  mart  of  Eu- 
rope, the  day  was  to  be  ushered  in  with  ringing  of 
bells,  firing  of  cannon — a grand  procession  was  to 
parade — and  after  thanksgiving  in  all  the  principal 
■ churches,  were  to  assemble  at  the  market  place, 
where  an  immense  vocal  and  instrumental  choir 
was  to  join  in  the  jubilee.  The  ceremonies  and 
festivities  were  to  occupy  three  days.  Similar  ex- 
ercises were  to  take  place  at  Hamburg,  Berlin,  Co- 
penhagen, Mayence,  Cologne,  Weimar  and  other 
cities. 

The  principal  celebrations  of  the  day  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  took  place  at  Boston  and  Philadel- 
phia— of  the  former  the  Boston  Advertiser  says: 

The  400th  anniversary  of  the  invention  of  print- 
ing was  celebrated  in  this  city,  on  Wednesday,  by 
the  printers,  and  the  professors  of  the  kindred  arts 
and  trades — the  booksellers,  bookbinders,  type- 
founders, paper-makers,  &c.  Most  of  the  of- 
fices, stores,  warehouses  and  shops,  devoted  to  these 
trades,  were  closed,  and  the  ordinary  avocations 
were  suspended.  Many  of  those  employed  in  these 
several  occupations  united  in  a public  celebration 
and  dinner  at  Faneuii  Hall— still  more  celebrated 
the  day  with  their  families,  in  other  holiday  amuse- 
ments. Several  of  the  streets,  particularly  Congress 
street,  the  lower  part  of  Washington  street,  State 
and  Court  streets,  were  handsomely  decorated  with 
flags  and  banners,  in  honor  of  ttie'day.  The  sub- 
scribers to  the  dinner  in  Faneuii  Hall,  with"  the 
guests  invited  by  their  committee  of  arrangements, 
assembled  at  the  state  house,  and  at  4 o’clock  moved 
in  procession  to  the  hall.  Joseph  T.  Buckingham, 
esq.  officiated  as  president  of  the  day,  and  colonel 
Charles  G.  Greene  as  chief  marshal.  The  hall  was 
handsomely  decorated  with  flags  and  banners,  and 
appropriate  devices  and  mottos.  A number  of  emi- 
nent  literary  gentlemen  were  among  the  guests. 


The  table,  to  which  three  or  four  hundred  persons 
sat  down,  was  handsomely  spread.  When  the  cloth 
was  removed,  the  president  of  the  day  made  a hand'- 
some  and  appropriate  address,  which  was  followed 
by  toasts,  sentiments  and  speeches — the  latter 
chiefly  from  the  invited  guests,  which  were  highly 
interesting,  and  interspersed  with  much  agreeable 
humor.  Among  the  speakers  were  the  mayor,  the 
speaker  of  the  house  oi  representatives,  Dr.  Pallrey, 
the  collector,  the  British  consul,  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, professor  Sears  and  others.  Among  the  toasts 
were  a number  of  good  ones,  for  which  we  have  not 
room  at  present. 

Mr.  Buckingham,  of  the  Courier,  the  president  of 
the  day,  in  the  opening  address  made  a very  skilful 
passage  over  the  ground  of  typographical  literature, 
and  landed  at  Cambridge,  where,  being  reminded 
that  the  first  book  ever  printed  in  this  country,  was 
published  there,  and  called  the  Freeman’s  Oath,  lie 
offered  the  following  toast,  which  concluded  his  re- 
marks, and  was  received  with  loud  applause. 

The  American  press — its  first  production  was  the 
Freeman's  Oath:  may  it  never  cease  to  guard  and 
defend  the  freeman's  rights. 

By  the  mayor  of  Boston  — 

'The  art  of  printing — may  it  improve  men’s  minds 
as  much  as  it  lengthens  their  tongues. 

The  next  toast  was: 

The  periodical  literature  of  our  country — the  best 
evidence  of  its  intelligence,  and  the  strongest  gua- 
rantee of  its  liberty. 

Replied  to  by  Dr.  Palfrey,  as  editor  of  the  North 
American  Review.  He  gave: 

The  obligations  of  writing  loprinting — ofcomposers 
to  compositors,  o!  collectors  of  prools  to  correctors 
of  proofs,  of  the  foremost  men  in  letters  to  ttie  lbie- 
man. 

The  next  toast  was: 

Franklin — as  a printer,  he  guided  the  rays  of 
mind— as  a philosopher,  the  lightning  of  heaven. 
His  life  was  the  best  legacy  he  could  leave  to  his 
country. 

Answered  by  Mr.  Bancroft,  who  after  a speech 
of  great  eloquence  and  power,  proposed  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  old  fellowship  between  Fauslus  arid  the  devil— - 
when  the  press  became  emancipated,  the  partnership 
was  dissolved:  the  free  press  tells  the  truth  and 
shames  the  devil. 

We  select  a few  other  of  the  toasts. 

The  world — the  great  token  ofdivine  benificence — 
may  it  never  be  sullied  by  the  slurs  of  ingratitude, 
or  mackled  by  the  impress  of  vice. 

Queen  Victoria,  a pearl  in  the  fount  of  English  su- 
periors. 

Which  was  responded  to  in  his  happiest  manner 
by  Mr.  Grattan,  the  British  consul,  who  gave,  in 
allusion  to  the  misrepresentations  of  our  country, 
by  some  of  his  own  countrymen— 

The  writers  of  America — fame  to  them  abroad, 
and  happiness  at  home. 

Then  came  the  following: 

Printers— intellectual  smelters,  who  receive  the 
dross  for  their  labor,  while  the  world  gets  the  metal: 

Editors — the  locomotives  of  society;  nothing  can 
go  ahead  without  them. 

Bookbinders — the  best  of  executioners,  without 
whose  skill,  no  author’s  works  would  hang  to- 
gether. 

Newspapers — the  intellectual  spring  into  which 
every  body  dips  his  bucket,  whilst  few  thank  the 
fountain  for  its  supply. 

The  next  was: 

The  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  well  supplied 
with  useful  sorts,  and  never  at  a loss  for  a good 
Story. 

The  president  here  rose  and  read  the  following 
letter: 

Cambridge,  June  22,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I exceedingly  regret  that  I ain  un- 
able to  join  in  the  celebration  of  the  400th  anniver- 
sary of  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  printing,  to  which 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  inviting  me.  No 
occasion  could  have  been  more  interesting  or  wel- 
come to  me.  Of  merely  human  events,  I know  not 
if  there  be  one,  except  perhaps  the  invention  of  let- 
ters, to  which  we  ought  to  attribute  so  much  influ- 
ence upon  the  happiness,  the  glory,  or  the  destinies 
of  mankind.  The  effects  produced  by  the  press  in 
advancing  literature,  science,  philosophy,  com- 
meice,  agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  indeeed 
every  department  of  knowledge  and  art,  are  so  vast 
and  so  various,  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
comprehension  to  measure  and  appreciate.  A free 
press  is  destined  to  work  still  more  extensive 
changes  in  the  whole  fabric  of  governmenl,  and  the 
institutions  of  sociely— wisely  and  skilfully  manag- 
ed, the  blessings  which  it  will  confer  on  our  w hole 
race,  cannot  be  exaggerated. 

Forty-five  years  ago  one  of  your  fellow  citizens, 
a man  of  genius,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Boston,  paid 


a noble  tribute  to  the  press  in  a poem  called  “The 
Invention  of  Letters.”  Alluding  to  the  slow  and 
expensive  manner,  in  which  .manuscripts  of  the 
most  valuable  works  vvpre  copied  and  circulated, 
he  said — scarcely  in  the  figurative  language  of  poe- 
try— 

“So  few  the  scrivener’s  dull  profession  choose, 

With  tedious  toil  each  lardy  transcript  rose; 

And  scarce  the  Iliad,  penned  from  oral  rhyme, 
Green  with  the  bark,  that  bore  its  page  sublime.” 

If  I were  present  at  your  celebration,  I would 
venture  to  ask  leave  to  offer  the  following  toast: 

The  memory  of  Faust — whose  noble  discovery  pos- 
sesses the  enviable  distinction  of  being  at  once  the 
pride  of  art,  the  promoter  of  science,  the  patron  of 
learning  and  the  defender  of  liberty.  I am  with  the 
highest  respect,  truly  yours,  Joseph  Story. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Austin  appeared  on  behalf 
of  the  bench,  and  gave  at  the  conclusion  of  his  re- 
marks, the  following: 

The  press — the  magnificent,  tremendous,  universal 
power  of  the  press — second  only  in  its  effiuency  to 
the  archangel’s  trumpet  that  is  to  revivify  the  un- 
counted millions  of  tile  dead. 

Then  the  following  was  proposed: 

Germany — the  land  ol  science  and  philosophy — 
of  poetry  and  romance.  The  appropriate  home  of 
the  genius  which  invented  printing. 

Replied  to  by  professor  Sears,  in  a speech  indicat- 
ing great  classic  learning.  We  wish  that  all  Ger- 
many might  have  been  there  to  hear  it.  He  offered 
tile  lollowingsenliment: 

The  American  press — may  it  never  rest  till  its 
debt  to  the  old  world  is  lully  discharged. 

The  president  of  the  day  offered  the  follow  ing 
tribute  to  a race  of  much  abused  mortals. 

The  printer’s  devil — a harmless  familiar,  to  whom 
many  an  author  has  been  indebted  lor  reputation  as 
a wit  and  a novelist,  and  never  gave  the  devil  bis 
due. 

“ Heaven’s  last  best  gift" — the  paragon  of  beauty, 
the  nonpareil  of  creation.  Neither  agate,  pearl  nor 
diamond  can  enhance  her  charms. 

By  col.  Greene,  of  the  Post: 

The  art  of  printing — the  voice  of  thought. 

By  Mr.  Walter,  ot  the  Transcript: 

Claxton’s  game  of  chess — (the  first  book  printed 
in  England) — symbolical  of  the  power  of  the  press 
to  make,  or  unmake  kings. 

Among  the  letters  of  those  who  declined  the  in- 
vitation to  attend  the  celebration,  we  select  one 
from  Mr.  Benjamin  True,  one  of  tile  oldest  printers 
in  the  countiy: 

Boston,  June  22,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I am  gralified  in  receiving  an  in- 
vitation to  your  typographical  celebration,  but  I am 
too  old  a.  type.  1 have  been  in  use  seventy-five 
years.  I have  had  the  mallet  laid  on  me  often  very 
heavy,  so  that  I expect  soon  to  be  put  into  the  old 
shoe — there  to  remain  till  the  great  type  founder 
shall  see  fit  to  cast  me  over.  Respectfully  yours, 

B.  True. 

At  Philadelphia.  The  Senfinel  states  that, 
“at  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  the  military  ami  the. 
civil  procession  formed,  in  Filth  and  Liberty' streets, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  the  front  of  the 
Hall  of  Independence,  where  a song  composed  for 
the  occasion  was  sung  in  excellent  style — after 
which,  the  bands  of  music  played  “Hail  Colum- 
bia,” “Star  Spangled  Banner”  and  “ Washington’s 
March,”  with  great  spirit.  The  whole  body  then 
formed  a line  of  march  and  proceeded  on  the  route 
laid  down,  under  the  direction  of  Daniel  M.  Kerin, 
chief  marshal,  to  Gray’s  Ferry,  in  the  following 
order: 

1.  Printers. 

2.  Four  companies  of  volunteers. 

3.  Two  societies  of  odd  fellows. 

4.  Bakers. 

5.  Butchers,  &o. 

At  half  past  2 o’clock  a large  assembly  partook 
of  a dinner  provided  for  the  occasion — Dr.  William 
Schnoele,  president  of  the  day.  Alter  the  cloth 
was  removed  their  regular  toasts  were  drunk  with 
appropriate  music.  Addresses  were  delivered  by 
Messrs.  Holden,  of  the  Saturday  Courier,  D.  M. 
ICeim,  M.  McMichel,  Dr.  Schnoele  and  others,  in 
both  the  German  and  English  languages.  There 
were  thousands  on  the  ground,  and  the  whole  affair 
passed  off  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  company  with- 
out the  slightest  accident  that  we  have  heard  of  to 
mar  their  pleasure. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  JOHNSON. 

The  following  letter  is  in  answer  to  one  addressed 
to  col.  Johnson,  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the 
democratic  state  convention,  recently  held  in  Tren- 
ton: 
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Washington,  4th  June,  1310. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  favor  of  the  3d 
irist.  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the  democratic 
state  convention  of  New  Jersey;  and  informing  me 
of  my  having  been  designated  as  their  candidate  for 
re-election  to  the  vice  presidency.  This  token  of 
confidence  coming  from  a section  of  the  union  so 
highly  appreciated  for  every  republican  virtue,  could 
not  fail  to  excite  in  my  bosom  the  most  grateful  sen- 
sations. 

Among  the  incidents  of  my  political  life,  none  has 
been  so  gratifying  as  that  of  the  manner  in  which  I 
have  been  presented  to  my  fellow  citizens.  Had  the 
nomination  been  made  by  national  convention,  I 
might  have  been  forced  upon  some  of  the  states  con- 
trary to  their  wishes,  by  the  overruling  votes  ol 
other  states;  but  when  it  is  left  to  each  state  to  make 
its  own  selection,  as  in  the  present  case,  it  gives  to 
the  candidate  an  assurance  that  he  is  their  voluntary 
choice.  Such  is  now  my  happy  position  in  relation 
to  New  Jersey,  among  dther  states.  It  has  been  the 
principles  on  which  I have  ever  acted,  not  to  desire 
an  office,  under  any  circumstances,  which  a majoiity 
of  the  people  do  not  wish  me  to  hold — they  are  the 
sovereign:  the  incumbent  is  but- their  agent,  to  act 
under  them  ami  for  them,  not  for  himself.  It  is  the 
glory  of  a republican  officer  to  be  faithful  to  that 
trust;  and  when,  by  any  oceans,  he  can  ascertain  that 
they  desire  him  no  longer  to  retain  it,  the  principle 
of  honor  requires  him  to  retire  voluntarily,  whatever 
fort u i'tous  circumstances  may  enable  him,  for  a sea- 
son, to  do  otherwise. 

I am  now  doubly  happy,  that  my  position  is  where 
I ever  wish  it  to  be— in  the  hands  of  the  people; 
among  whom  none  ever  stood  higher  in  patriotism, 
in  valor  and  intelligence,  than  the  people  of  New 
Jersey. 

My  political  life,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  man- 
hood, has  been  a constant  scene  of  turmoil  and  diffi- 
culty. The  retrospect  brings  to  view  the  various 
questions  which  have  been  acted  upon;  the  sectional 
interests  which  have  been  involved;  the  changing 
names  and  divisions  which  political  parties  have  as- 
sumed; the  causes  and  measures  which  led  to  the 
declaration  of  the  late  war;  the  measures  preparatory 
to  that  event,  and  those  which  were  deemed  neces- 
sary to  give  efficiency  to  the  resort;  the  course  to  be 
pursued  after  its  termination,  for  a settled  pence  es.- 
tablishment.  On  all  these  subjects  there  was  a 
clashing  of  opinions,  causing  a continual  agitation 
of  the  public  mind;  during  the  same  period,  and  up 
to  the  present  time,  the  tariff,  internal  improvement, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  the  state  banks,  the 
currency,  and  the  independent  treasury,  and  the 
whole  monetary  interests  of  the  country,  have  stirred 
lip  the  strongest  passions  of  our  natures,  and  kept 
the  nation  in  a state  of  constant  excitement.  Long 
existing  friendships  have  been  broken;  parties  have 
been  dissolved,  and  new  par’ies  formed  Amidst  all 
these  vicissitudes,  it  is  a matter  of  wonder  to  my- 
self, that  I should  have  retained  the  confidence  of 
my  fellow  citizens.  I can  impute  it  only  to  the  li- 
berality of  the  people,  regarding  with  kindness  the 
honest  endeavors  of  their  public  agent  to  serve  them; 
of  which  my  own  experience  furnishes  ample  de- 
monstration. 

To  the  best  of  my  ability,  I have  uniformly 
served  my  country  in  pursuing  the  course  which,  in 
my  view,  was  Lest  calculated  to  perpetuate  our  in- 
stitutions upon  the  broad  basis  of  liberty  and  equa- 
lity, the  inalienable  lights  of  man;  and  by  such 
means  as  would  be  likely  to  meet  t tie  approbation  of 
my  best  judgment.  In  this  discharge  of  my  public 
duty,  I have  endeavored  to  maintain  my  own  opi- 
nions as  to  men  and  measures  with  firmness,  but 
without  a vindictive,  harsh  or  a persecuting  spirit, 
and  with  a feeling  of  toleratioffi  congenial  with  the 
spirit  of  our  constitution,  which  secures  to  all  the  li- 
berty of  speech  and  of  thought.  In  our  country, 
force  or  turbulence  should  settle  nothing — reason 
and  investigation  every  thing. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  our  common  country, 
it  presents  to  the  mind  a sublimity  of  idea  on  which 
philanthropy  may  dwell  with  delight.  It  is  but 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  years  since,  that  a lit- 
tle band  of  colonists  landed  on  t lie  banks  of  James 
river  in  Virginia,  and  established  the  first  permanent 
settlement  of  civilized  society  in  this  empire;  and 
scarcely  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  have  passed 
away  since  the  landing  of  the  first  pilgrims  at  Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts.  The  ages  of  three  men,  not 
exceeding  three  score  and  fourteen  years  each, 
would  fill  the  whole  period  of  time  from  the  earliest 
settlement  to  the  present;  and  we  have  grown  from 
a few  families  to  a nation  of  more  than  seventeen 
millions  of  souls;  and  all  blessed  with  every  bounty 
of  Providence  above  any  other  community  that  ever 
existed  on  earth.  Since  the  establishment  of  our 
present  government,  and  within  the  last  filly  years, 
our  population  has  increased  in  a five  fold  ratio.-— 
Should  the  same  favorable  auspices  remain,  we  mav 


anticipate  equally  favorable  results  for  the  future. — 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  of  prosperity,  a popu- 
lation of  free  people  will  double  itself  in  numbers 
in  thirty-three  years  without  an  increase  by  emigra- 
tion. But,  supposing  fifty  years  shall  be  required, 
then,  in  two  hundred  years  more,  we  shall  present 
to  the  world  the  example  of  a republican  empire  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy  millions  of  souls,  with 
abundant  territory  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  the 
whole.  To  what  circumstance  is  our  rapid  growth 
to  be  attributed?  To  our  liberty.  Where  the  with- 
ering  hand  of  despotism  is  felt,  population  declines. 
It  is  the  atmosphere  of  freedom  alone  which  con- 
duces most  to  the  happiness  of  a nation  and  to  the 
rapid  increase  of  its  population. 

To  enjoy  that  happiness,  the  spirit  of  liberty  was 
brought  with  the  earliest  settlers  to  these  western 
shores;  and  when  the  first  essay  was  made  to  fasten 
upon  their  freeborn  sons  the  manacles  of  bondage, 
the  spit  it  of  resistance  was  as  an  inspiration  from 
Heaven.  They  took  their  lives  in  their  hands,  and 
resolved  that  their  liberty  and  their  being  should  ne- 
ver be  separated.  In  that  glorious  struggle,  which 
eventuated  in  the  confirmation  of  all  the  blessings 
which  we  now  enjoy,  New  Jersey  stood  proudly  in 
the  first  rank  of  danger  and  suffering.  She  saw, 
during  the  first  winter  of  independence,  her  territory 
overrun  with  twenty  thousand  British  troops,  with 
but  a fragment  of  an  American  army,  consisting  of 
scarcely  filteen  hundred  men,  fleeing  before  them; 
and  she  beheld  the  scene  without  dismay.  Scarcely 
a field  in  New  Jersey  was  left  unstained  with  the 
blood  of  her  heroic  sons;  and  scarcely  a hamlet  I here 
which  did  not  exhibit  monuments  ol  sacrifice  to  the 
cause  of  liberty.  It  was  in  New  Jersey  that  the 
tide  of  war  was  successfully  turned  upon  the  foe  in 
the  darkest  period  of  the  revolution.  The  towns  of 
Trenton  and  Princeton,  in  glorious  victory,  gave 
new  life  to  the  expiling  hopes  of  America.  It  was 
in  New  Jersey,  that  Washington,  taking  his  winter 
quarters  at  Morristown  with  fifteen  hundred  men, 
kept  in  check  at  Monmouth  as  many  thousand  Bri- 
tish regulars.  It  was  my  fortune  to  be  born  in  the 
western  wilderness  near  Ohio,  now  Kentucky,  in 
the  midst  of  Indian  wais — and  the  spot  which  gave 
me  birth,  was  called  the  bloody  ground,  on  account 
of  the  many  battles  fought  there.  I have  often  in 
my  thoughts  associated  it  with  New  Jersey,  which  j 
may  be  truly  called  the  bloody  giound  of  the  revolu- 
tion; and,  from  early  days,  the  name  of  “Jersey 
Blues” 'has  canied  with  it  the  idea  of  chivalrous 
deeds  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  When  the  burning 
sands  of  Monmouth  were  strewn  with  the  bodies  of 
the  slaughtered  foe,  Jersey  volunteers  performed 
their  full  part  in  the  achievement.  It  was  not  the 
mere  effect  of  accident,  which  gave  New  Jersey 
such  distinction  in  the  war;  but  it  w as  the  chivalry 
other  citizens.  They  saw  the  rapine  which  marked 
the  path  of  the  enemy.  They  saw  their  houses 
burning — their  families  plundered  and  abused;  they 
saw  our  own  army  naked  and  starving,  leaving  the 
crimson  stain  of  their  bleeding  lect  upon  the  ground 
over  which  they  marched;  but,  instead  of  being  dis- 
heartened by  these  scenes,  they  tended  only  to  in- 
crease their  determination,  and  stimulate  the  ardor  of 
Jerseyinen.  Her  militia  waited  for  no  drafts.  The 
voice  of  Washington  heard  in  Jersey,  was  sufficient 
to  bring  around  him  her  brave  volunteers  in  thou- 
sands; and  the  alarm  of  danger  was  the  only  order 
necessaryto  bring  them  in  contact  with  the  foe. — 
Jersey  was  often  chosen  by  Washington  as  the  thea- 
tre ol  war,  because  he  could  rely  upon  her  volunteers 
for  the  most  dangerous  enterprises;  and  in  any 
emergency,  they  were  always  ready.  Among  the 
good  old  thirteen , she  proudly  stands  unsurpassed  in 
patriotism,  in  fortitude  and  in  valor;  and  in  the  for- 
mation of  new  states,  emigiants  from  Jersey  have 
contributed  largely  to  their  population,  while  the  ex- 
ample of  their  fathers  has  given  tone  to  that  spirit 
which  has  distinguished  them  in  more  recent  trials. 

To  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  democratic  repub- 
licans of  that  state,  is  gratifying  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, while  it  corroborates  the  conviction  that  the 
principles  by  which  l have  been  governed  in  public 
life  are  correct,  or,  if  erroneous,  excusable.  We 
have  heard  our  fathers  tell  of  the  sufferings  and  pri- 
vations of  the  revolution,  of  the  fields  of  carnage,  and 
the  cries  of  helpless  females  and  innocent  children. 
We  have  read  the  same  in  the  pages  of  history;  the 
subject  has  been  illustrated  to  every  citizen  ol  Jersey 
by  the  view  of  the  fields  and  villages  in  which  these 
s'cenes  were  acted.  They  have  ail  been  set  before 
us  as  the  price  of  that  liberty  which  we  now  enjoy. 
We  have  seen  the  blessings  which  it  has  imparted 
in  the  unrivalled  prosperity  of  our  country  and  in- 
crease of  its  population.  In  every  direction  where 
fortune  shall  direct  the  traveller’s  path,  his  ey  e is 
greeted  with  the  smiles  of  happiness.  In  the  hum- 
blest cottage,  and  in  the  loftiest  mansion,  the  same 
felicity  presides,  because  liberty  has  fixed  her  dwell- 
ing there.  Then  let  us  never  relax  our  efforts  to 


retain  the  sacred  boon.  It  is  worth  the  price  it  cost; 
and  if  we  have  any  rr  gaid  for  future  generations,  we 
shall  be  careful  to  transmit  it  unimpaired.  This  is 

the  common  cause  in  which  we  are  now  united. 

Let  the  right  ol  suffrage  be  maintained,  and  there  is 
an  equality  of  power.  Let  regard  be  had  to  univer- 
sal education,  and  that  power  will  be  exeicised  with 
intelligence,  and  for  the  public  good.  Let  the  rights 
of  conscience  be  carefully  guarded,  and  the  minds  of 
men  will  be  unfettered.  Let  the  general  govern- 
ment alw  ays  confine  its  operations  within  the  powers 
delegated  by  the  constitution,  and  the  states  will  be 
ronsei  vatives  of  their  own  rights.  Let  the  people 
observe  a perpetual  vigilance,  and  hold  their  public 
servants  to  a strict  accountability  for  all  their  mea- 
sures, and  every  error  will  find  its  corrective  at  the 
polls.  The  rich  inheritance  which  we  have  received 
of  our  fathers,  will  then  remain  to  bless  the  future 
generations  of  this  happy  land;  and  America  will 
continue  an  example  to  the  world  of  the  dignity  to 
w hich  man  is  capable  of  arriving  when  confirmed  in 
the  enjoyment  of  heaven-born  liberty.  For  the 
honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  convention,  I now 
tender  tny  thanks;  and  for  yourself,  accept  assurances 
of  high  consideration  and  friendship  from  your  fel- 
low' citizen,  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON. 

Joseph  C.  Potts,  esq.  secretary  of  the  democratic 
slate  convention  of  New  Jersey,  at  Trenton. 


EX  PRESIDENT  JACKSON’S  LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 
OF  THE  NASHVILLE  UNION. 

Hermitage,  June  23,  1840. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Nashville  Union. 

Sir:  From  the  many  letters  which  have  been  re- 
cently addressed  to  ine,  asking  for  an  expression  of 
my  views  relative  to  the  leading  measures  of  the 
present  administration  of  the  general  government, 
some  of  which  are  from  well-known  and  respectable 
sources,  representing  that  efforts  are  made  in  various 
quarters  of  the  union  to  incite  a belief  in  the  public 
mind  that  my  confidence  in  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate has  been  impaired,  it  seems  to  be  proper  that 
some  steps  should  be  taken  by  me  to  undeceive 
those  who  are  thus  imposed  upon.  For  this  pur- 
pose, sir,  I beg  the  favor  of  you  to  give  a place  in 
your  columns  to  this  note,  which  I trust  will  be  as 
acceptable  to  those  who  have  written  to  me  on  the 
subject,  as  a direct  answer  in  the  form  of  a letter 
would  be. 

From  whatever  cause,  or  on  whatever  authority, 
statements  may  be  made  respresenting  me  as  having 
changed  my  views  of  the  leading  measures  of  the 
present  administration,  they  are  unfounded  and  un- 
just. Of  the  wisdom  and  importance  of  these  mea- 
sures, and  particularly  ol  that  which  aims  at  the  es- 
tablishment by  congress  of  a fiscal  agency  for  the 
government  without  the  use  or  aid  of  banks,  time 
and  the  fullest  opportunity  for  reflection  have  left 
not  a doubt  on  my  mind.  And  the  ability  which 
Mr.  Van  Euren  has  manifested  in  developing  the 
bearing  of  this  great  question,  and  of  its  antagonist 
one,  on  t he  free  institutions  ol  our  country,  and  the 
firmness  he  has  displayed  in  holding  on  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  people  when  there  has  been  so  much 
temptation  to  compromise  them,  entitle  him  in  my 
judgment  to  a rank  not  inferior  to  that  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson or  Mr.  Madison  as  a patriot  and  statesman. 

With  such  opinions  of  the  present  chief  magistrate 
and  of  the  measures  to  which  he  has  given  his  sanc- 
tion— opinions  which  I have  never  failed  to  express 
when  I haveliadthe  occasion  to  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject—it  is  surprising  how  any  one  could  take  up  the 
idea  that  my  confidence  in  him  had  been  impaired, 
or  that  I have  become  indifferent  as  to  the  choice  to 
be  made  at  the  next  election  between  him  and  gene- 
ral Harrison.  Looking  upon  the  latter  gentleman 
as  the  representative  of  federal  principles  in  the 
present  contest  and  knowing  that  he  has  never  been 
identified  with  the  republican  party  in  any  of  its 
great  struggles  against  the  influences  which  have 
been  calculated  to  take  power  from  the  people  and 
the  states  and  give  it  to  the  general  government;  to 
suppose  that  I would  for  a moment  think  of  giving 
my  support  to  such  and  individual  as  a candidate  for 
the  presidency  W’ould  be  a mockery  of  all  public 
principle. 

In  lespect  to  the  statements  which  have  been 
made  in  several  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day  that 
I disagree  with  many  of  my  political  friends  in  the 
estimate  they  have  formed  of  general  Harrison’s 
military  merits,  I am  not  aware  of  having  said  any- 
thing to  justify  them.  Having  never  admired  gene- 
ral Harrison  as  a military  man,  or  considered  him 
possessing  the  qualities  which  constitute  the  com- 
ir.ander  of  an  army,  I have  looked  at  his  political  le- 
lations  alone  in  the  opinions  I have  formed  o:  ex- 
pressed respecting  his  pretentions  to  the  presidency, 
and  the  consequences  which  would  result  to  the 
country,  should  the  suffrages  of  the  people  place 
him  in  that  high  office.  I am  very  respectfully,  vour 
obedient  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 
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LETTERS  FROM  GEN.  HARRISON  ANDMR.  TYLER. 
Correspondence  between  ike  whigs  of  the  legislature  of 
New  York  and  the  whin:  candidates  far  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

Albany,  Feb.  28th,  1840. 

Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  whig  members  of  the  le- 
gislature, being  a majority  of  both  the  senate  and 
the  house  of  assembly,  the  undersigned  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  resolutions 
prepared  by  us  and  passed  with  perfect  unanimity 
and  the  most  enthusiastic  feeling,  by  those  mem- 
bers, at  a meeting  held  on  Saturday  last,  being  the 
anniversary  of  Washington’s  birth  day. 

We  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a pa- 
per containing  a report  in  full  of  the  speeches  and 
proceedings,  at  that  meeting. 

We  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  in  the  views 
there  expressed  as  to  the  character  and  policy  of  the 
present  administration,  as  well  as  in  the  tributes 
paid  to  your  character  and  public  services,  and  to 
those  of  the  distinguished  citizen  associated  with 
you  in  the  Harrisburg  nomination,  we  have  given 
utterance  not  only  to  our  own  feelings  and  convic- 
tions, but  to  those  of  a large  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  state. 

We  are  with  high  respect,  your  friends  and  fel- 
low citizens, 

G.  C.  VERPLANCK, ) 

MARTIN  LEE,  V Of  the  senate. 

JOHN  MAYNARD,  ) 

C.  E.  CLARK,  1 

WM.  DUER, 

PETER  R.  PORTER,  }>Of  the  assembly. 

D.  B.  ST.  JOHN,  | 

J.  HUBBARD,  J 

Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison. 

North  Bend.,  Ohio,  May  23,  1840. 
Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknow ledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  February, 
conveying  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  whig 
members  of  the  legislature,  convened  in  the  capitol 
of  the  state  on  the  22d  of  that  month, 

I beg  you  to  believe,  gentlemen,  that  I am  deep- 
ly impressed  with  the  honor,  which  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  me  by  the  distinguished  body,  whom 
on  this  occasion  you  represent.  The  great  object 
of  both  my  civil  and  military  life  has  been  to  serve 
my  country,  to  the  utmost  of  my  abililies,  and  lo 
obtain  its  approbation.  The  hope  of  this  has  often 
cheered  me  in  circumstance  of  great  difficulty  and 
embarrassment. 

Yon  will  pardon  me,  I trust,  if  in  this  letter  I go 
somewhat  beyond  the  mere  purpose  of  acknowledg. 
ing  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  and  use  the 
occasion  for  making  a few  remarks,  which  circum- 
stances seem  to  require  from  me,  in  respect  to  a de- 
claration of  opinions,  or  pledges,  as  to  my  future 
conduct,  required  of  candidates  for  high  offices. 

My  public  life,  not  now  a shopt  one,  is  before  the 
country.  My  opinions  on  imporlant  subjects,  have 
been  expressed  from  time  to  time,  as  those  subjects 
have  arisen,  and  since  my  name  has  been  mentioned 
among  those  from  whom  a selection  might  be  made 
for  the  office  of  president,  I have  in  several  letters 
to  friends,  fully  and  frankly  avowed  my  sentiments. 
Farther  than  this,  I cannot  suppose  intelligent  per- 
sons could  desire  me  to  go.  The  people  of  this 
country  do  not  rely  on  professions,  promises  and 
pledges.  They  know,  that  if  a candidate  is  unprin- 
cipled he  will  not  scruple  to  give  any  pledge  that 
may  be  required  of  him  and  as  little  will  he  hesitate 
to  violate  it.  I have  already  made  public  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  I should  be  governed  if  elected  pre- 
sident, so  far  as  relates  to  the  properexecutive  duties 
of  that  office.  But  almost  innumerable  applications 
have  been  made  to  me,  for  my  opinions  relative  to 
matters  of  legislation,  or  even  to  the  proper  mode 
of  conducting  business  in  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress. My  published  letters  to  Mr.  Williams  and 
Mr.  Denny,  will  show  that  I do  not  consider  the 
president  a constituent  branch  of  the  legislature; — 
yet  it  is  impossible  to  read  the  letters  that  have  been 
addressed  to  me,  without  believing  that  many  of  the 
writers  had  adopted  the  opinion,  that  the  presiden- 
tial office  was  the  proper  source  and  origin  of  all  the 
legislation  of  the  country;  an  opinion,  in  my  judo-, 
merit,  at  war  with  every  principle  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  of  deep  and  dangerous  consequences.  The 
prevalence  of  such  sentiments,  more  than  almost 
any  thing  else,  would  tend  to  consolidate  the  whole 
substantial  power  of  the  government  in  the  hands 
of  a single  man,  a tendency  which,  whether  in  or  out 
of  office,  I feel  it  my  most  solemn  duty  to  resist. 

I have  declined,  therefore,  to  give  any  further 
pledges  or  opinions  on  subjects  which  belong  to  the 
future  legislation  of  congress — because: 

1 .  I conceive,  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  letters  to 
Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Denny,  that  congress  should 
be  left  as  much  as  possible  mitrammeled  by  exe- 


cutive influence  in  the  discharge  of  its  legislative 
funclions;  and  that  a better  guarantee  for  the  cor- 
rect conduct  of  a chief  magislrate  may  be  found  in 
his  character  and  the  course  of  his  former  life,  than 
in  pledges  and  opinions  given  during  the  pendency 
of  a doubtful  contest;  and  that,  although  recognis- 
ing the  right  of  the  people  to  be  informed  of  the 
leading  political  opinions  oflhe  candidates  for  offices 
of  trust,  vet  as  it  regards  the  subjects  upon  which 
the  legislature  may  be  called  to  act,  the  pledges  and 
opinions  should  be  required,  if  required  at  all,  of  the 
candidates  for  congress. 

2.  Because,  the  habit  of  considering  a single  in- 
dividual as  the  source  from  which  all  the  measures 
of  government  should  emanate,  is  degrading  to  a re- 
public, and  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency. 

3.  Because,  upon  all  the  questions  in  regard  to 
which  under  any  circumstances,  it  would  be  at  all 
proper  for  me  to  make  answers,  my  sentiments  have 
already  been  fully  and  clearly  given  to  the  public, 
in  a manner  to  entitle  them  to  credence,  as  1 con- 
ceive that  no  honest  man  would  sutler  his  friends  to 
publish  documents  in  his  name  which  were  not  ge- 
nuine, or  containing  opinions  which  he  was  not  then 
willing  to  endorse.  Accept,  gentlemen,  the  assu- 
rance of  my  high  regard. 

WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

Messrs.  Verplanck,  Lee,  Maynard,  Duer,  Clark,  Por- 
ter, St.  John  and  Hubbard. 

In  reply  to  a letter  similar  in  substance  to  that  ol 
gen.  Harrison,  gov.  Tyler  thus  writes: 

Williamsburg,  Va.  March  20,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I owe  you  my  acknowledgments 
for  your  letter  communicating  to  me  the  proceed- 
ings ot  the  whig  members  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  and  the  paper  containing  the  addresses  made 
at  their  late  meeting.  I have  read  them  with  deep 
interest,  not  because  of  my  present  political  relations 
to  the  country,  relations  which  you  are  well  aware 
are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  of  my  own  seeking; 
but  because  whatever  proceeds  from  the  accredited 
representatives  of  a majority  of  the  people  of  the 
great  state  ol  New  York,  is  entitled  at  all  times,  and 
more  especially  at  the  present,  to  excite  the  highest 
degree  of  attention.  The  influence  and  power  which 
she  exerts  over  the  affairs  of  the  union,  devolve  upon 
her  a responsibility  of  the  weightiest  character,  and 
when  she  announces  herself  on  the  side  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  the  friends  of  civil  liberty 
have  cause  to  feel  assured  that  all  is  safe.  Such  are 
the  feelings  which  your  late  pioceedings  and  ad- 
dresses are  calculated  to  inspire,  and  such,  I am 
sure,  will  be  the  happy  result. 

For  the  complimentary  notice  which  has  been  ta- 
ken ol  myself  by  the  whig  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, I beg  to  be  permitted  to  express  my  thanks, 
and  to  tender  to  each  of  you,  gentlemen,  wishes  for 
your  health,  happiness  and  prosperity.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  yours,  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Committee  of  the  senate— hon.  G.  C.  Verplanck, 
hon.  gen.  Marlin  Lee,  hon.  John  Maynard. 
Committee  of  the  assembly — Messrs.  C.  E.  Clark, 
Win.  Duer,  Peter  R.  Porter , D.  B.  St.  John  and 
J.  Hubbard. 


GEN.  HARRISON  TO  MR  BERRIEN. 

From  the  Savannah  Republican. 

Savannah,  June  20,  1840. 
Messrs.  Editors:  It  will  be  recollected  that  I 
was  some  time  since  called  upon  by  several  editors 
of  newspapers  to  produce  a letter  written  to  me  by 
general  Harrison,  in  the  year  1836,  and  referred  to 
by  him  in  a recent  letter  to  a correspondent  in  Loui- 
siana; and  that,  alter  searching  among  my  papers, 
I stated  to  the  public  my  inability  to  comply  with 
the  request.  The  continued  anxiety  which  was 
manifested  lo  know  the  contents  of  this  letter,  other- 
wise than  from  my  recollection  ot  them,  which  was 
all  I could  otter,  made  me  very  desirous,  if  possible, 
to  recover  it.  Having  occasion  some  time  since  to 
visit  Darien,  I met  there  with  Allen  B.  Powell,  esq. 
who  represented  the  county  of  McIntosh  in  the  se- 
nate ot  Georgia  in  the  year  1836.  He  stated  to  me 
his  perfect  recollection  of  having  seen  that  letter  in 
my  possession  at  Milledgeville,  in  November  of  last 
year,  and  of  having  read  it  a second  time  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Southern  Recorder  at  that  place.  I im- 
mediately caused  an  inquiry  to  be  made  for  it  there, 
but  without  success.  Having  great  confidence,  how- 
ever, in  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Powell’s  recollection, 
and  having  in  the  mean  time  heard  from  other  gen- 
tlemen that  they  also  had  seen  this  letter  at  the  same 
time  and  place,  before  leaving  Savannah  to  attend  the 
late  state  rights  convention,  1 wrote  to  Mr.  Powell, 
requesting  him  to  communicate,  in  a letter  addressed 
to  me  at  Milledgeville,  whatever  he  knew  in  relation 
to  this  lost  paper,  that  while  there  I might  myself 
cause  another  search  to  be  made.  He  complied  with 


this  request,  but,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  transport- 
ing the  mail  at  that  particular  time,  his  letter  did  not 
reach  Milledgeville  until  1 had  left,  it  was  forward- 
ed to  me  from  that  place.  As  soon  as  I received  it, 

I again  addressed  myself  to  a fiiend  there,  request- 
ing that  a further  search  might  be  made,  and  (avail- 
ing myself  of  Mr.  Powell’s  suggestion)  that  an  exami- 
nation might  be  had  of  the  files  of  the  Recorder  ar  d 
Milledgeville  Journal,  to  ascertain  if  it  bad  not 
been  contemporaneously  published  in  one  of  those 
papers.  The  mail  of  yesterday  brought  mean  affir- 
mative answer  to  this  last  inquiry,  and  a copy  of  the 
letter,  extracted  from  the  files  of  the  Milledgeville 
Journal  of  the  22d  November,  1836.  The  absence 
of  Mr.  Orme,  of  the  Recorder,  in  whose  possession 
Mr.  Powell  had  seen  the  orginal,  prevented  any  fur- 
ther search  for  it  in  his  office.  I send  yon  a copy  of 
the  letter  of  Allen  B.  Powell,  esq.  and  that  of  gen. 
Harrison,  which  I will  thank  you  to  inseit  in  the  Re- 
publican. I am.  respectfully.  \our  obedient  servant, 
JN.  MACPHEiiSON  BERRIEN. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Daily  Republican. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Allen  B.  Powell,  esq.  to  J.  M. 

Berrien,  esq. 

Ridge,  May  28,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  Your  favor  of  the  25th  instant  is  before 
me.  I recollect  distinctly  your  showing  me  the  let- 
ter from  general  Harrison.  You  afterwards  told  me 
that  you  had  left  it  with  Mr.  Orme,  and  said  lhat 
you  wished  it  seen  by  as  many  persons  as  possible, 
and  I invited  col.  N.  J.  McDonald  to  go  and  see  it. 
He  declined,  and  I went  over,  and  Mr.  Orme  hand- 
ed it  to  me,  and  I read  it  again;  this  I am  positive 
of.  I had  just  before  given  my  reason,  in  the  senate, 
on  the  resolutions  to  instruct  the  electors  to  vote  for 
Van  Buren,  in  the  event  of  their  ascertaining  that 
judge  White  could  not  be  elected,  and  I referred  to 
general  Harrison’s  remarks  on  the  Missouri  restric- 
tion. I was  backed  by  Dr.  Williams,  of  Troup 
county.  Our  remarks,  with  others,  were  published 
in  the  Georgia  Journal.  I was  glad  to  see  general 
Harrison’s  letter,  and  lhat  he  still  held  to  his  former 
opinions. 

And  now,  my  dear  sir,  I will  state  that  my  memo- 
ry has  greatly  deceived  me,  if  the  Southern  Recor- 
der and  Georgia  Journal  did  not  publish  the  letter, 
without  saying  who  it  was  directed  lo.  Respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant, 

ALLEN  B.  POWELL. 

To  the  hon.  J.  M.  Berrien. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  general  Harrison  to  J.  M. 

Berrien,  esq. 

Near  New  Lancaster,  Nov.  4,  1836. 

My  dear  sir:  This  is  the  first  day  of  leisure  that  I 
have  had  since  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  and  I avail  myself  of  it  to 
answer  the  three  que-tions  you  propose  to  ine,  and 
which  are  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

1st.  “Can  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  consis- 
tently with  the  constitution,  abolish  slavery  either  in 
the  states  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia?” 

2d.  “Do  not  good  faith  and  the  peace  and  harmo- 
ny of  the  union  require  that  the  act  for  the  compro- 
mise of  the  tariff,  commonly  known  as  Mr.  Clay’s 
bill,  should  be  carried  out  accoiding  lo  its  spirit  and 
intention?” 

3d.  “Is  the  principal  proclaimed  by  (he  .domi- 
nant party,  that  ‘the  spoils  belong  to  the  victors,’ 
consistent  w ith  an  honest  and  patriotic  administra- 
tion of  the  office  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.” 

I proceed  to  answer  these  questions  in  the  order 
they  arc  proposed. 

1st.  I do  not  think  lhat  congress  can  .abolish,  or 
in  any  manner  interfere  with,  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  states,  but  upon  the  application  of  the  states, 
nor  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
without  the  consent  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  the  people  of  the  District.  The  first 
would  be,  in  my  opinion,  a palpable  violation  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  latter  a breach  of  faith  towards 
the  slates  1 have  mentioned,  w ho  would  certainly 
not  have  made  the  cession,  if  they  had  supposed  that 
it  would  ever  be  used  fur  a purpose  so  different  from 
that  which  was  its  object,  and  so  injurious  to  them 
as  the  location  of  a free  colored  population  in  the 
midst  of  their  slave  population  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. Nor  do  I believe  that  congress  could  deprive 
the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  of  their  pro- 
perty without  their  consent.  It  would  be  reviving 
the  doctrine  of  the  tories  of  Great  Britain  in  rela- 
tion to  the  powers  of  parliament  over  the  colonies 
before  the  revolutionary  war,  and  in  direct  hostility 
to  the  principle  advanced  by  lord  Chatham,  that 
“what  was  mail’s  own  was  absolutely  and  exclu- 
sively his  ow  n,  and  could  not  be  taken  from  him, 
without  his  consent,  given  by  himself  or  his  legal 
representative.” 
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2d.  Gjo  I faith  and  the  ppace  and  harmony  of  the 
union  do,  in  my  opinion,  require  that  the  compro- 
mise of  the  tariff,  known  as  Mr.  day’s  bill,  should 
be  carried  out  according  to  its  spirit  and  intention. 

3d.  I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  power 
of  appointment  to  office,  vested  in  the  executive  of 
the  (J.  States  by  the  constitution,  should  be  used 
with  a single  eye  to  the  public  advantage,  and  not 
to  promote  the  interests  of  a party.  Indeed,  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States  should  belong  to  no 
party. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  letter  for  any  purpose 
you  may  think  proper.  I am,  dear  sir,  with  great 
regard  and  consideration,  your  humble  servant, 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Front  the  Richmond.  Enquirer. 

We  are  requested  by  the  central  committee  of  the 
democratic  party  of  Virginia  to  lay  the  following 
correspondence  before  -our  readers — and  they  ear- 
nestly recommend  Mr.  Poinsett’s  luminous,  dig- 
nified and  able  letter  to  the  consideration  of  every 
citizen  of  the  United  States: 

Richmond , May  29,  1340. 

Dear  sir:  The  interest  ot  the  administration,  as 
far  as  that  depends  upon  the  favorable  opinion  of  the 
people  of  this  state;  and  also,  as  we  believe,  the 
cause  of  truth  itself,  have  been  greatly  prejudiced  by 
the  extraordinary  use  which  has  been  made  of  your 
late  report  concerning  the  militia;  and  the  important 
contest  we  have  at  hand,  will  furnish  fresh  incentives 
(or  a continued  resort  to  artifice  and  misrepresenta- 
tion. From  these  considerations,  we  are  constrain- 
ed to  address  you  directly  on  the  subject,  and  to 
state  to  you  the  substance  of  the  objections  made  to 
your  plan  for  re-organizing  die  militia.  You  are 
charged  with  a design  of  establishing  a standing  ar- 
my of  200,000  men;  with  proposing  a system  with- 
out precedent  in  our  annals,  tyrannic  d and  oppres- 
sive in  all  its  details,  and  without  a parallel  in  the 
history  of  free  governments — a plan,  which  it  is  al- 
leged, was  submitted  to  the  president,  examined  and 
approved  by  him,  and  pi  iced  before  congress  at  this 
particular  period  in  order  to  organize  a body  of  voters 
to  favor  his  re-election.  You  are  charged,  moreover, 
with  having  originated  a scheme  compelling  every 
man  to  furnish  his  own  arms  and  accoutrements, 
thereby  imposing  a heavy  tax  upon  the  citizens,  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  our  institutions. 

These  statements  have  been  so  solemnly  urged 
that  they  may  impress  a portion  of  the  people  of 
Virginia  with  distrust  of  one,  who  could  have  deli- 
berately proposed  and  advised  such  a plan.  And 
our  opponents  have  so  adroitly  employed  it  to  excite 
the  prejudices  of  the  people,  that  we  ask  you  in  the 
spiiit  of  frankness,  to  review  the  whole  subject,  and 
to  set  forth  the  considerations  which  induced  you  to 
propose  it  at  this  particular  juncture — explain  to  us 
the  true  ch  iracter  of  your  proposition,  and  the  con- 
clusions to  which  your  deliberate  judgment,  aided  by 
the  objections  of  your  adversaries,  have  conducted 
you;  and  to  state  wherein  the  plan  proposed  by  you 
dilfers  from  those,  which  in  former  occasions  have 
been  presented  to  congress. 

The  archieves  of  your  own  office,  and  the  records 
of  both  houses  in  congress,  place  the  means  of  ob- 
taining the  information  we  ask,  more  within  your 
reach  at  Washington  than  is  possessed  by  ourselves; 
and  we  respectfully  ask  you  to  enable  us  to  set  this 
matter  in  its  true  light  before  the  public.  Our  ob- 
ject in  doing  so,  is  both  to  subserve  the  cause  of 
truth  by  apprising  you  of  the  uses  which  have  been 
made  of  your  position  in  Virginia,  and  to  afford  you 
a fair  opportunity  of  explaining  it  fully  before  the 
nation.'  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  RITCHIE, 
Secrettmj  of  the  central  dent.  com.  of  Va. 

To ./.  R.  Poinsett,  esq.  secretary  of  war,  Washington. 

mr.  Poinsett’s  reply. 

Washington,  Jane  5lh,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the  29th  ult.  stating  your 
belief,  that  the  cause  of  democracy  in  Virginia  had 
been  seriously  prejudiced  by  the  extraordinary  use 
which  has  been  made  of  my  late  report  concerning 
the  militia,  bringing  to  my  view  the  substance  of  the 
objections  made  to  my  plan,  and  asking  me  to  ex- 
plain the  true  character  of  the  proposition  so  as  to 
enable  the  central  democratic  committee  of  Virgi- 
nia, to  set  this  matter  in  its  true  light  before  the 
public. 

I avail  myself,  with  groat  pleasure,  of  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  afforded  me  of  stating,  through  you.  to 
my  fellow  citizens  of  Virginia,  and  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  the  motives  which  induced  me  to 
present  a plan  for  ihe  reorganization  of  the  militia 
at  this  particular  juncture,  of  explaining  the  princi- 
ples on  which  it  is  founded,  and  of  correcting  as  well 


the  errors  of  some  who  have  opposed  it  fairly,  as  the 
misrepresentations  of  others  who  have  sought  only  to 
deceive  and  mislead  the  people. 

It  must  be  fresh  in  your  recollection,  that  congress, 
very  shortly  before  the  close  of  the  last  session,  by 
a vote  unanimous  in  one  house,  and  very  nearly  so 
in  the  other,  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  country 
was  exposed  to  the  hazard  ot  being  involved  in  war; 
and  reposing  a trust  and  confidence  in  the  patriotism 
and  wisdom  of  the  president,  unparalleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  republic,  adjourned  after  investing  him 
with  full  powers  to  avert  or  to  meet  the  danger. — 
Immediately  after  the  passage  of  that  act,  which  de- 
fined the  description  of  force  to  which  the  defence 
of  the  country  was  to  be  trusted  in  the  event  of  war, 
the  committee  on  the  militia  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives required  me,  through  their  chairman,  to 
prepare  a plan  for  the  better  organization  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States;  and  no  soonerhad  congress 
adjourned  than  the  president,  sensible  of  the  respon- 
sibilities imposed  upon  him  by  this  act,  and  anxious 
alike  to  justify  the  confidence  of  congress  and  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  to  the  nation,  called  upon  the  war 
and  navy  departments  to  furnish  him  with  statements 
showing  the  condition  of  the  defences  of  the  coun- 
try. Tlie  subject  was  carefully  examined,  Ihe  state 
of  our  fortifications  and  military  preparations,  and  of 
our  regular  and  militia  forces  accurately  ascertained 
and  attentively  considered.  This  examination  proved, 
that  the  maxim  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  father  of  his 
country,  “in  peace  prepare  for  war,”  had  been 
utterly  neglected.  The  avenues  to  our  great  com- 
mercial capitals  and  to  our  most  important  naval  de- 
pots were  unprotected,  and  there  existed  no  means 
of  manning  ttie  forts  that  were  in  a condition  to  re- 
ceive their  armament.  A few  regiments  of  the  army 
were  concentrated  in  Florida,  iroin  whence  they 
could  not  be  withdrawn  without  risking  the  safety  ol 
that  territory,  and  the  remainder  were  dispersed  along 
the  extensive  lines  of  the  northern  and  western  fron- 
tiers. If,  therefore,  the  war  which  appeared  to  be 
apprehended  by  congress,  should  have  occuired.the 
defence  of  the  country  must  have  rested  chiefly  upon 
the  militia  of  the  United  States.  From  these  circum- 
stances, no  less  than  from  the  tenor  of  the  act  by 
which  the  only  additional  force  provided  for  the  oc- 
casion and  placed  by  congress  at  the  disposal  of  the 
executive  was  of  this  description,  its  condition  be- 
came then  an  object  of  earnest  solicitude,  and  the  re- 
sult of  my  inquiries  was  most  unsatisfactory.  In 
some  of  the  states  the  citizens,  liable  to  militia  duty, 
turn  the  subject  into  ridicule,  and  instead  of  being 
armed  and  equipped  according  to  law,  appear  in  mas- 
querade; in  others,  when  mustered,  a majority  of 
them  are  armed  with  walking  canes,  fowling  pieces, 
or  unserviceable  muskets — while  in  all,  the  training 
produces  little  else  than  the  abstraction  of  millions 
annually  from  the  productive  industry  of  the  coun- 
try. In  some  of  the  states  training  the  militia  has 
been  abandoned  in  despair,  and  the  law  of  congress 
on  the  subject  become  a dead  letter.  There  were 
found  in  the  chief  towns  companies  handsomely  uni- 
formed and  well  drilled;  but  their  number  is  insuffi- 
cient to  man  the  works  or  guard  the  approaches  to 
their  respective  cities.  With  this  force  only  to  de- 
pend upon,  the  danger  to  which  the  country  would 
be  exposed  on  the  occurrence  of  the  contingency  con- 
templated by  congress,  could  not  be  disguised.  I 
shuddered,  when  I contemplated  the  scene  of  confu- 
sion that  would  attend  the  appearance  of  a hostile 
fleet  before  any  of  our  principal  seaports.  The  forts 
manned  suddenly  with  troops  unaccustomed  to  the 
use  of  great  guns,  contrasting  their  slow  and  uncer- 
tain fire  through  which  the  enemy  would  pass  un- 
harmed until  they  moored  their  floating  batteries 
opposite  the  city,  with  the  rapid  fire  and  unerring 
aim  of  the  practised  gunner  by  which  an  enemy 
would  probably  be  destroyed,  or  so  crippled  as  to  be 
compelled  to  abandon  the  attack;  or,  supposing  a 
force  to  land  on  our  shores,  I foresaw  the  useless 
slaughter  of  our  best  and  bravest  citizens,  who,  for 
want  of  instruction,  would,  in  all  human  probabili- 
ty, be  out  manceuvred  and  defeated,  and  the  calami- 
tous scene  of  the  last  war  in  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington be  acted  over  again.  The  result  of  this  action 
in  which  raw  militia  were  brought  suddenly  together 
and  opposed  to  regular  forces  in  the  open  field,  com- 
pared with  that  of  New  Orleans,  where  the  same 
description  of  troops  were  assembled  some  days  be- 
fore, and  stationed  behind  ramparts,  teaches  an  im- 
pressive lesson.  On  the  one  hand,  we  see  a gallant 
but  untrained  army  of  militia  wavering  before  the 
steady  manoeuvres  of  regular  troops,  breaking  their 
line,  and,  panic  struck,  flying  from  the  field,  leaving 
the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  city,  to  burn  and  de- 
stroy it:  while  on  the  other  hand,  a band  composed  of 
a few  regulars  and  militia,  who  had  the  benefit  of  be- 
ing brought  together  a short  time  in  advance,  and 
posted  advantageously  behind  hastily  constructed 
lines,  achieved  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and  glorious 
victories  recorded  in  history,  saved  the  city  wnich 


was  the  object  of  the  enferprize,  and  drove  the  ene- 
my with  disgrace  from  our  soil. 

Called  by  the  voice  of  congress  to  prepare  to  de- 
fend the  country,  taught  by  the  events  of  the  last  war 
what  might  be  expected  from  an  enterprizir.g  and 
great  naval  power,  and  warned  by  the  English  press 
of  the  possibility  in  case  of  war  with  that  country  of 
black  regiments  being  landed  within  the  territory  of 
the  southern  states,  and  that  the  horiois  of  servile  in- 
surrection might  be  added  to  the  ordinary  calamities 
of  war,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  seek 
to  organize  and  render  efficient  the  only  means  of 
defence  at  hand. 

The  president  concurred  with  me  in  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  importance  of  reorganizing  the  militia 
at  this  time,  but  had  no  agency  in  preparing  the  plan 
reported  to  congress  and  no  previous  knowledge  of 
its  details.  It  was  prepared,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  at  the  request  of  a committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives  expressed  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  reported  to  this  congress  upon  a call  of  the 
house,  made  directly  upon  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
as  is  usual  in  all  such  cases,  sent  to  that  body  with- 
out being  previously  submitted  to  the  president. — 
With  it  or  its  details  he,  therefore,  had  nothing  to  do. 
In  preparing  it,  my  attention  was  first  directed  to  the 
several  plans  which  had  been  recommended  to  the 
consideration  of  congress  by  Mr.  Van  Burens  pre- 
decessors, as  well  as  those  proposed  by  committees 
of  congress,  and  experienced  officers  of  the  line  and 
of  the  militia.  In  order  that  you  may  fully  compre- 
hend the  subject,  and  justly  appreciate  the  principles 
on  which  the  plan  under  consideration  is  based.  I 
will  briefly  recapitulate  the  leading  points  in  the  sys- 
tems recommended. 

The  first  plan,  that  of  gen.  Knox,  was  sanctioned 
by  general  Washington,  after  being  modified  accord- 
ing to  the  alterations  suggested  by  him.  It  proposed 
to  divide  the  militia  into  three  classes.  The  first  to 
be  denominated  the  advance  corps,  and  to  be  com- 
posed of  young  men  from  eighteen  to  twenty  years 
of  age,  inclusive.  The  second,  to  be  denominated 
the  main  corps,  and  to  be  composed  of  men  from 
twenty-one  to  forty-five  years  of  age;  and  the  third 
to  be  denominated  the  reserve  corps,  and  to  be  com- 
posed of  men  from  forty-five  to  sixty  years  of  age. 
“The  whole  of  the  advance  corps,”  says  the  report, 
“shall  be  clothed  according  to  the  manner  hereafter 
directed,  armed  and  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  S’ates,  and  all  the  youth  of  the  said  corps  in 
each  state,  shall  be  encamped  together,  if  practica- 
ble, or  by  legions,  which  encampment  shall  be  call- 
ed the  annual  camp  of  discipline. 

“The  youth  of  eighteen  and  nineteen  shall  be  dis- 
ciplined for  thirty  days  successively,  in  each  year, 
and  those  of  twenty  years  shall  be  disciplined  only 
for  ten  days  in  pach  year,  which  shall  be  the  last  ten 
days  of  the  annual  encampment.” 

“The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are 
not  to  receive  any  pay  during  the  said  time,  but  the 
commissioned  officers  will  receive  the  pay  of  their 
relative  ranks,  agreeably  to  the  federal  establishment 
for  the  time  being.” 

General  Knox  then  goes  on  to  estimate  for  a major 
general  and  staff,  for  four  legions,  amounting  to  the 
annual  sum  of  $390,240. 

The  next  project  for  organizing  the  militia  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  message  to  con- 
gress in  December,  1805,  he  says: — “You  will  con- 
sider whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  for  a state 
of  peace,  as  well  as  of  war,  so  to  organize  or  class 
the  militia  as  would  enable  us,  on  a sudden  emer- 
gency to  call  for  the  services  of  the  younger  portions 
unincumbered  with  the  old  and  those  having  fami- 
lies. Upwards  of  300, 000  able  bodied  men,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-six  years,  which 
the  last  census  shows  we  may  now  count  within  our 
limits,  will  furnish  a competent  number  for  offence 
or  defence,  in  any  point  where  they  may  be  wanted 
and  will  give  time  for  raising  regular  forces,  alter  the 
necessity  of  them  shall  become  certain;  and  the  re- 
ducing to  the  early  period  of  life  all  its  active  ser- 
vice, cannot  but  be  desirable  to  ouryounger  citizens 
of  the  present,  as  well  as  future  times;  inasmuch  as 
it  engages  to  them,  in  more  advanced  age,  a quiet 
and  undisturbed  repose  in  the  bosom  of  their  fami- 
lies- 1 cannot  then,  but  earnestly  recommend  to 
your  early  consideration  the  expediency  of  so  modi- 
fying our  militia  system,  as  by  a separation  of  the 
more  active  part,  from  that  which  is  less  so,  we  may 
draw  from  it,  when  necessary,  an  effective  corps,  fit 
for  real  and  active  service,  and  to  be  called  to  in  re- 
gular rotation.” 

So  earnest  were  Mr.  Jefferson’s  convictions  of  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  this  measure,  that  at  a 
late  period  of  his  life,  this  able  statesman  and  exalt- 
ed patriot  thus  writes  to  general  Kosciusko,  on  the 
26th  of  February,  1810:— “Two  measures  have  not 
been  adopted  which  I pressed  upon  congress  repeat- 
edly at  their  meetings.  The  one  to  settle  the  whole 
ungranted  territory  of  Orleans,  by  donations  of  land 
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to  able  bodied  young  men,  to  be  engaged  and  carri- 
ed there  at  the  public  expense,  who  would  constitute 
a force  always  ready  on  the  spot  to  defend  New  Or- 
leans. The  other  was  to  class  the  inilitia  according 
to  the  year  of  their  birth,  and  make  all  those  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five,  liable  to  be  trained  and  called 
into  service  at  a moment’s  warning.  This  would 
have  given  us  a force  of  three  hundred  thousand 
young  men,  prepared  by  proper  training  for  service 
in  tiny  part  of  the  United  States;  while  those  who  had 
passed  through  that  period  would  remain  at  home, 
liable  to  be  used  in  their  own  or  adjacent  states. — 
These  two  measures  would  have  completed  what  I 
deemed  necessary  for  the  entire  security  of  our  coun- 
try. They  would  have  given  me  on  my  retirement 
from  the  government  of  the  nation,  the  consolatory 
reflections  that  having  found  when  I was  called  to  it, 
not  a single  seaport  town  in  a condition  to  repel  a 
levy  of  contribution  by  a single  privateer  or  pirate, 
I had  left  every  harbor  so  prepared  bv  works  and 
gun  boats,  as  to  be  in  a reasonable  state  of  security 
against  any  probable  attack;  the  territory  of  Orleans 
acquired  and  planted,  with  an  internal  force  sufficient 
for  its  protection;  and  the  whole  territory  of  tile  U. 
States  organizing  by  such  a classification  of  its  male 
force;  as -would  give  it  the  benefit  of  all  its  young 
population  lor  active  service,  and  ttiat  of  a middle 
and  advanced  age  for  stationary  defence.  JBut  these 
measures  will,  1 hope,  be  completed  by  my  succes- 
sor, who,  to  the  purest  principles  of  republican  pa- 
triotism, adds  a wisdom  and  foresight  second  to  no 
man  on  earth.” 

In  1810,  Mr.  Madison  called  the  attention  of  con- 
gress to  this  subject.  Speaking  of  the  militia,  he 
says,  “It  is  for  their  consideration  (congress)  whe- 
ther further  provisions  are  not  requisite  lor  the  oilier 
contemplated  objects  of  organization  and  discipline. 
To  give  to  this  great  mass  of  physical  and  moral 
force  the  efficiency  which  it  merits,  and  is  capable 
of  receiving,  it  is  indispensable,  that  it  should  be 
instructed  and  practised  in  the  rules  by  which  they 
are  to  be  governed.  Towards  an  accomplishment 
of  this  important  work,  I recommend,  for  the  consi- 
deration of  congress,  the  expediency  of  instituting  a 
system,  which  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  call  into  the 
field,  at  the  public  expense,  and,  for  a time,  certain 
portions  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers.  The  instruction  and  discipline  thus  ac- 
quired would  gradually  diffuse,  through  the  entire 
body  ot  the  militia,  that  practical  knowledge  and 
promptitude  for  active  service,  which  are  the  great 
ends  to  be  pursued.” 

In  1812,  when  on  theeveof  a war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, Mr.  Madison  repeats  the  recommendation  with 
great  earnestness — and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
says,  “I  cannot  press  too  much  on  the  attention  of 
congress  such  a classification  and  organization  of  the 
militia  as  will  most  effectually  render  it  the  safe- 
guard of  a free  state.  If  experience  has  shown  in 
the  recent  splendid  achievements  ot  the  militia,  the 
value  of  this  resource  for  the  public  defence,  it  has 
shown  also  the  importance  of  that  skill  in  the  use  of 
arms,  and  of  familiarity  with  the  essential  rules  of 
discipline,  which  cannot  be  expected  from  the  regu- 
lations now  in  force.” 

In  1812.  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  adopted  reso- 
lutions on  this  subject,  and  i ecommended  to  congress 
the  classification  of  the  militia  by  dividing  ii  into 
three  classes — the  first  to  be  composed  of  all  capable 
ot  bearing  arms  from  15  to  21  years  of  age — the  se- 
cond between  21  and  27 — the  third  between  27  and 
45  years  of  age.  The  principal  object  of  the  first 
class  would  be,  to  acquire  a knowledge  of  tactics 
and  discipline;  of  the  second,  which  might  be  deno- 
minated the  effective  one,  to  be  completely  armed 
and  equipped  to  march  whenever  required;  of  the 
third,  to  form  a reserve,  which  need  not  be  compelled 
to  attend  musters,  unless  when  called  upon  to  ren- 
der actual  service.” 

“The  progress  of  all  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
through  the  several  classes,  promises  a greater  per- 
fection of  discipline  than  can  be  effected  under  the 
present  plan;  all  would,  in  fact,  have  thus  passed 
through  a sctiool  in  which  it  would  have  been  taught, 
and  perhaps  more  than  a million  of  dollars  be  annu- 
ally saved  to  the  community  in  the  labor  of  those 
excused  from  uselessly  attending  uiusters.  But  the 
greatest  advantage  which  would  result  from  it  would 
be  the  keeping  an  effective,  disposable  and  compe- 
tent military  force  at  all  times  ready  for  service, 
without  the  danger  and  inconvenience  resulting  from 
a standing  army.” 

The  great  solicitude  felt  by  Mr.  Madison  for  a 
more  efficient  organization  of  the  army  induced  him 
again  to  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject. 
In  his  last  message  of  December  3d,  1816,  he  says: 
“As  a subject  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  na- 
tional welfare,  I must  again  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  congress  a reorganization  of  the 
militia  on  a plan  which  will  lorm  it  into  classes  ac- 
cording to  the  periods  of  life  more  or  less  adapted  to 


military  services.  An  efficient  militia  is  authorised 
and  contemplated  by  the  constitution,  and  required 
by  the  spirit  and  safely  of  the  government.  The 
present  organization  of  our  militia  is  universally  re- 
garded as  less  efficient  than  it  ought  to  be  made;  and 
no  organization  can  be  better  calculated  to  give  to  it 
its  due  force  than  a classification  which  will  assign 
the  foremost  place  in  the  defence  of  the  country  to 
that  portion  of  its  citizens,  whose  activity  and  anima- 
tion best  enable  them  to  rally  to  its  standard.” 

In  conformity  with  these  views,  and  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  re- 
questing the  secretary  of  war  to  report  a system  for 
the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  best 
calculated,  in  his  opinion,  to  promote  the  efficiency 
of  that  force  when  called  into  public  service,  a plan 
was  submitted  in  1817,  by  that  officer  which  divided 
the  militia  into  three  classes.  “Those  between  18 
and  21  years  of  age  to  be  called  the  miner  class; 
those  between  21  and  3 1 to  be  called  the  junior  class; 
and  those  over  3 1 and  45  years  of  age  to  be  called  the 
senior  class  of  militia.” 

The  militia  ot  the  two  first  classes  to  be  assembled 
at  cantonments  not  more  than  tw  ice  a year,  and  that 
while  so  assembled,  they  shall  be  subsisted  and 
equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States— one 
or  more  arsenals  and  depots  were  to  be  established 
in  each  state  or  territory. 

The  committee  ot  the  house  to  which  this  portion 
of  Mr.  Madison’s  message  and  the  plan  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  were  referred,  and  of  which  gen.  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison  was  chairman,  submitted  an  elabo- 
rate report,  accompanied  by  a bill,  adopting  the  prin- 
ciples recommended  by  the  executive,  and  engrafted 
upon  it  a system  tor  the  military  instruction  of  all 
the  youth  in  the  United  States  at  the  public  expense. 
The  report  sets  forth,  that  “to  instruct  the  present 
militia  of  the  country  to  any  useful  extent  would 
require  a larger  portion  of  their  time  than  they  can 
possibly  spare  from  the  duty  of  providing  for  tl’.eir 
i’amilies,  unless  they  are  liberally  (laid — to  pay  them, 
would  absorb  all  the  resources  of  the  nation.” 

“The  alternative  appears  to  be  to  direct  the  efforts 
of  the  go  vernment.to  instruct  such  a portion  of  the  mi- 
litia as  their  means  will  allow,  and  which  would  pro- 
duce Ihe  most  beneficial  result  upon  the  whole  mass.” 

The  bill  divided  the  militia  into  three  classes,  as 
proposed  by  the  secretary  of  war;  and  gen.  Harrison 
says,  “the  junior  or  middle  class  will  be  composed 
of  men  who  have  small  families,  or  those  who  have 
none,  who  are  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  bodily  strength 
and  activity^,  and  whose  minds  are  more  easily  excit- 
ed to  mililary  ardor  and  the  love  of  glory,  than  those 
of  a more  advanced  period  of  life.  Notwithstanding 
the  classification,  it  is  recommended  that  the  officers 
and  sergeants  of  the  whole  militia  of  the  United 
States,  be  trained  for  one  month  in  every  year,  at  tile 
public  expense.  The  estimate,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  officers  anil  sergeants  receive  full  pay 
for  one  month,  without  rations  or  an  allowance  ot 
rations  or  forage,  except  to  the  sergeants  for  whom 
rations  might  be  necessary,  amounts  to  $1,738,500; 
and  one  made  upon  the  supposition  that  the  officers 
receive  only  half  pay,  and  the  sergeants  full  pay  and 
rations,  amounts  to  $1,578,000;  a third  estimate, 
upon  the  supposition  that  all  the  officers  receive 
thirty  dollars  a month,  or  leaving  them  on  full  pay' 
and  rations,  requires  $1,565,000  per  month. 

On  coming  into  office,  Mr.  Monroe  called  the  un- 
remitted attention  of  congress'  to  the  organization 
and  discipline  of  the  militia,  and  frequently  repeated 
the  recommendation. 

In  1S25,  the  then  secretary  of  war,  Mr.  Barbour, 
assembled  a board  composed  of  regular  and  militia 
officers,  to  take  imo  consideration  the  expediency  of 
reorganizing  the  inilitia.  Their  report,  and  the  'nu- 
merous letters  addressed  to  the  secretary  in  a reply 
to  a series  ofqueries  put  by  him  to  the  governors  of 
ihe  several  states,  all  recommend  a select  body  of 
militia  to  be  trained  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
in  preference  to  the  fruitless  attempt  then  anti  now 
making  to  discipline  the  whole  mass. 

Mr.  Barbour  says,  in  his  report  to  president 
Adams,  in  132G,  “Important  changes  in  the  present 
system  are  indispensable  to  make  the  militia  any  way 
equal  to  the  standard  assigned  it  by  the  wishes  of  the 
patriot,”  And  again:  “It  would  appear  that  keep- 
ing up  a system  of  the  militia  so  extensive  as  the 
present,  and  burlhensome,  without  any  advantage  to 
a large  class  of  our  citizens,  was  altogether  unne- 
cessary. 

“A  different  organization,  therefore,  by  which  at 
least  a million  and  a half  of  our  most  useful  citizens 
would  be  relieved  Irom  the  unprofitable  pageantry 
ot  military  parade  tor  five  or  six  day's  in  the  year, 
constituting  so  injurious  a draft  on  their  industry, 
must  be  one  which  cannot  fail  to  be  well  received 
by  the  American  people;  and  when,  too,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  notwithstanding  this  relief,  a superior 
efficiency  will  be  imparted  jo  this  natural  arm  of  the 
national  defence.”  Tlje  board  of  officers  composed 


of  general  Scott,  major  general  T.  Cadwallader,  of 
Pennsylvania,  adjutant  general  Sumner,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, adjutant  general  Daniel,  of  North  Carolina, 
lieutenant  colonels  Eustis,  Z.  Taylor  and  E.  Cutler, 
and  major  Nourse,  of  the  United  States  army,  took 
the  same  view  of  the  classification  as  I have  done, 
and  exempted  ihe  y'oung  men  up  to  the  age  of  21, 
“because  it  was  thought  unnecessary,  in  lime  of 
peace,  for  government  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary 
control  of  parents,  guardians  and  masters  over  mi- 
nors”— and  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  a well  regu- 
lated, armed  and  instructed  militia  of  400,000  men 
for  the  whole  union,  would  be  sufficient  for  all  the 
purposes  stated  in  the  constitution.”  They  propos- 
ed “an  adjutant  general  as  necessary  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  an  efficient  plan.”  They  proposed  “to 
increase  the  term  of  service  when  the  militia  may 
be  called  out  by  the  president  from  three  to  twelve 
months.”  They  proposed  “to  enrol  and  organize 
one  brigade  for  every  congressional  district  in  the 
U.  States — the  minimum  aggregate  to  be  410,374, 
and  the  maximum  aggregate  595,270  men.”  Camps 
of  instruction  to  be  formed  for  the  officers  alone,  who 
are  to  receive  pay  during  the  period  of  encampment. 
One  hundred  and  lour  camps  are  recommended  for 
ten  days  in  a year,  each  to  have  an  instructor  from 
the  regular  army,  or  from  West  Point,  and  the  num- 
ber of  officers  annually  assembled  and  paid  (lining 
the  period  of  encampment,  after  making  liberal  de- 
ductions for  absence  from  sickness  and  other  causes, 
is  estimated  at  16,658.  The  whole  expense  calcu- 
lated at  $1  50  a day  for  each  officer,  al  $1  25,  and 
$1  00,  varies  from  $318,123— $276,258— to  134,343 
for  the  ten  days. 

General  Jackson,  than  whom  no  man  in  this  coun- 
try had  better  oppoi  (unities  of  observing  and  prac- 
tically experiencing  the  deficiencies  of  the  present 
system,  recommended  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
an  organization  of  the  militia  by  classes.  He  says, 
in  his  message  ol  Deceinber,  1S35,  “Occurn  nces  to 
which  we,  as  well  as  all  other  nations  are  liable,  both 
in  our  internal  and  external  relations,  point  to  the 
necessity  of  an  efficient  organization  ot  the  militia. 
I am  again  induced,  by  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  bring  it  to  your  attention.  To  suppress  do- 
mestic violence,  and  to  repel  foreign  invasion,  should 
these  calamities  overtake  us,  we  must  rely,  in  the 
first  instance,  upon  the  great  body  of  the  community 
whose  will  has  instituted,  and  whose  power  must 
support  the  government.  A large  standing  military 
force  is  not  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
nor  to  the  feelings  of  our  countrymen;  and  the  les- 
sons of  former  days,  and  those  atsoof  ourown  times, 
show  the  danger,  as  well  as  the  enormous  expense 
of  these  permanent  and  extensive  military  organiza- 
tions. That  just  medium  which  avoids  an  inade- 
quate preparation  on  one  hand,  and  the  danger  and 
expense  of  a large  force  on  the  other,  is  what  our 
constituents  have  a right  to  expect  from  their  go- 
vernment. This  object  can  be  attained  only  by  the 
maintenance  of  a small  military  force,  and  by  such 
an  organization  of  the  physical  strength  ot  the  coun- 
try as  may  bring  this  power  into  operation  whenever 
its  services  are  required.  A classification  of  the 
population  offers  the  most  obvious  means  of  effecting 
this  organization.  Such  a division  may  be  made  as 
will  be  just  to  all,  by  transferring  each,  at  a proper 
period  of  life,  from  one  class  to-another,  and  by  call- 
ing first  for  the  services  of  that  class,  whether  for 
instruction  or  action,  which,  from  age,  is  qualified 
for  the  duty,  and  may  be  called  to  perform  it  with 
the  least  injury  to  themselves,  or  to  the  public. — 
Should  the  danger  ever  become  so  imminent  as  to 
require  additional  force,  the  other  classes,  in  succes- 
sion, would  be  ready  lor  the  call.  And  if,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  organization,  voluntary  associations  were 
encouraged,  and  inducements  held  out  for  their  for- 
mation, our  militia  would  be  in  a state  of  efficient 
service.  Now,  when  we  are  at  peace,  is  the  proper 
time  to  adjust,  and  establish  a practicable. system. — 
The  object  is  certainly  worth  the  experiment,  and 
worth  the  expense.  No  one  appreciating  tire  bless- 
ings of  a republican  government,  can  object  to  his 
share  ot  the  burden  which  such  a plan  may  impose. 
Indeed,  a moderate  portion  of  the  national  funds 
could  scarcely  be  better  applied,  than  in  carrying 
into  effect  and  continuing  such  an  ai rangement,  and 
in  giving  the  necessary  elementary  instruction.” — 
“The  armor  and  Ihe  attitude  of  defence  afford  the 
best  security  against  those  collisions  w hich  the  am- 
bition or  interest,  or  some  other  passion  of  nations, 
not  more  justifiable,  is  liable  to  produce.  In  many 
countries,  it  is  considered  unsafe  to  put  arms  into 
the  hands  of  the  people,  and  to  instruct  them  in  the 
elements  of  military  knowledge.  That  fear  can 
have  no  [dace  here,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the 
people  are  the  sovereign  power.  Our  government 
was  instituted,  and  is  supported,  by  the"ballot-box, 
not  by  the  musket.  Whatever  changes  await  it, 
still  greater  changes  must  be  made  in  our  social  in- 
stitutions, before  our  political  system  can  yield  to 
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physical  lorce.  In  every  aspect,  therefoie,  in  which 
I can  view  the  subject,  [ am  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  a prompt  and  efficient  organization  of 
the  militia.” 

And  Mr.  Cass,  in  his  report  of  the  same  year, 
used  the  lollowing  language.  “The  defective  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  is  universally  acknowledged. 
But  little  practical  utility  results  from  the  adminis- 
tration ot  the  present  system;  and  if  this  great  ele- 
ment of  national  defence  is  worth  preservation  and 
improvement,  it  is  time  the  w hole  subject  should  be 
examined,  and  that  a plan  suited  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  country,  should  be  adopted.  I am  unwilling 
to  believe,  that  there  are  such  inherent  difficulties 
in  this  subject  as  to  render  it  impracticable  or  even 
very  difficult  to  organize  this  great  force,  so  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  our  condition  and  institutions  in 
such  a manner  as  to  render  it  active  and  efficient 
in  those  junctures  when  the  country  may  be  cal- 
led on  to  exert  its  power.  I presume  few  would 
be  found  to  advocate  the  maintenance  of  a stand- 
ing military  force  adequate  to  all  the  purposes 
oi  peace  and  war.  When,  therefore,  those  exigen- 
cies arise,  from  which  no  nation  can  expect  exemp- 
tion, and  which  call  for  an  extension  of  our  physical 
means,  we  must  itsort  to  an  increase  of  the  army, 
or  to  the  embodying  of  the  militia.  It  is  obvious, 
from  the  extent  of  the  country,  that  we  can  never 
keep  at  all  the  exposed  points  such  permanent  lorce, 
as  circumstances  may  occasionally  require.  The 
natural,  and,  in  fact,  the  necessary  dependence  must 
be  upon  the  militia;  and  if  it  be  unorganized,  we 
shall  be  found  without  the  means  to  repel  a foreign 
enemy,  or  to  repress  internal  disturbances,  should 
these  evils  occur.”  “The  basis  of  an  efficient  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  must  be  a selection  (or  in- 
struction and  service  of  that  part  of  the  population 
best  qualified  for  these  duties.  Age  and  physicial 
capacity  present  the  proper  considerations  for  such 
a selection.  The  principle  is  stated,  with  his  usual 
force  by  Mr.  .Tetfeison,  in  his  message  to  congress 
of  December,  1805.” 

“Had  the  general  principles”  so  frequently  “re- 
commended been  practically  adopted,  and  a corres- 
ponding system  established,  with  the  necessary  de- 
tails, first  lor  instruction,  and  then  for  active  service, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  course  of  events  which 
marked  the  commencement  of  the  late  war  would 
have  been  avoided,  and  immense  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treasure  saved  to  the  nation.  The  warn- 
ing voice,  which  was  not  heeded  then,  may  perhaps 
be  heard  now,  and,  if  it  is,  it  may  produce  incalcula- 
ble benefits.” 

“A  mere  organization  would  avail  but  little,  un- 
less inducements  were  held  out  for  proper  instruc- 
tions and  equipment,  and  1 consider,  therefore,  some 
provision  fur  elementary  insiruction  and  lor  such 
equipment  as  may  be  necessary  to  excite  a proper 
emulation,  indispensable  to  any  improvement  of  our 
militia  system — indispensable,  I may  add,  to  its  very 
existence.  An  arrangement  for  these  objects  would 
embrace  the  first  class  only.  It  would,  to  be  sure, 
involve  expense;  for  an  adequate  compensation  must 
be  allowed  to  tire  persons  required  to  be  embodied 
at  these  schools  ol  instructions  lor  a few  days  m the 
year;  and  it  would  probably  be  found  expedient  to 
continue  the  present  plan  oi  voluntary  corps  with 
some  ciianges,  and  to  require  them  also  to  meet  for 
improvement.  It  is  vain  to  expect,  that  the  whole 
adult  male  population  of  the  country  can  or  will 
furnish  themselves  with  the  ai tides  required  by  law; 
or  that  their  collection,  for  any  number  of  days  they 
can  afford  to  devote  to  this  object,  and  under  the 
usual  circumstances  of  such  assemblages,  can  pro- 
duce any  beneficial  elf'ect  to  themselves  or  their  coun- 
try. Already,  in  a number  oi  slates,  the  system  has 
sunk  under  the  weight  ot  public  opinion,  and  the 
practical  question  now  is,  whether  we  shall  remain, 
in  fact,  delenceless,  or  resort  to  a 1 irge  standing  mi- 
litary force  in  time  ol  peace — that  just  dread  of  all 
free  governments;  or  adopt  an  efficient  plan,  which 
will  pie  pare  for  the  public  delence  the  greatest  lorce, 
at  tile  least  cost,  amt  without  danger. 

“The  blessings  we  have  inherited  cannot  be  pre- 
served without  exertion  nor  without  expense.  It 
were  itlle  to  sit  still  and  Hatter  ourselves  with  the 
hope  that  war  is  never  to  overtake  us,  and  it  would 
be  worse  to  delay  all  efficient  organization  of  our  phy^ 
sical  means  till  the  time  for  its  active  employment 
arrives.  Nearly  fifty  years  have  elapsed,  since  the 
adoption  ol  the  present  constitution.  During  all 
that  time  no  esseni  ial  changes  have  been  made  in 
our  military  system,  and  it  lias  gradually  declined  in 
utility  and  efficiency,  aril  in  public  confidence,  arid 
there  is  reason  lo  fear  its  entire  abandonment,  un - 
less  rt  undergo  important  modifications.  In  this 
long  interval,  the  value  of  the  system  seems  lo  have 
been  appreciated  by  all  the  presidents  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  those  who  from  the  habits  of  their 
lives  could  best  estimate  its  value  by  their  personal 
observations,  as  by  those  whose  opinions  may  have 


been  well  formed  from  the  course  of  events  having 
relation  to  this  matter;  and  in  their  annual  commu- 
nications, commencing  with  the  inaugural  address 
of  Washington,  this  subject  has  been  almost  con- 
stantly pressed  upon  the  attention  of  congress.  For 
the  purpose  of  showing  its  importance  in  the  opinion 
of  those  eminent  citizens,  I have  caused  their  com- 
munications to  be  examined,  and  find  that  the  subject 
has  been  presented  to  tiie  legislature  and  the  nation 
no  less  than  thirty-one  limes,  in  t heir  official  recom- 
mendations. I indulge  the  hope  that  the  present 
state  of  public  affairs  may  lead  to  a re-examination 
of  the  system,  and  to  such  changes  as  may  render  it 
permanently  useful.” 

My  plan  exempts  the  very  young  men  from  mili- 
tia duty,  and,  in  this  respect,  coincides-  with  that 
proposed  by  general  Scott,  and  recommended  by 
Mr.  Barbour — not  only  because  I agree  with  them, 
that  such  distribution  of  service  is  an  improper  and 
unnecessary  interference  with  parents  and  guar- 
dians, and  lias  an  immoral  tendency,  but  from  the 
hardships  it  imposes,  and  the  diffiully  it  creates  of 
bringing  together  even  a small  body  of  men  in 
sjrarsely  settled  districts.  It  includes  all  free  white 
men,  trom  the  age  of  from  20  to  37,  separating  from 
tiie  mass  of  the  militia  200,000  men — one-half  ol  the 
number  to  be  liable  to  be  called  out  for  training,  and 
the  other  half  to  be  liable  to  military  duly  as  a re- 
serve, if  their  services  should  be  needed — the  mili- 
tia mustered  for  training,  to  be  assembled  in  the 
neighborhood  of  deports  of  arms  to  be  established 
for  the  purpose,  eacli  battalion  within  its  own  state, 
and  as  nearly  a=  practicable  in  the  centre  of  its  dis- 
trict. It  recommends  the  battalion  formation,  as 
confessedly  the  best  adapted  for  instruction.  It  con- 
templates arming  the  militia  th«rs  selected,  with 
arms,  to  be  furnished  and  kept  constantly  in  good 
order  by  the  government — leaving  in  force  the  1st 
section  of  the  law  of  1792,  both  because  no  preced- 
ing plan  proposed  its  repeal,  and  because  the  act 
which  provides  for  the  distribution  of  arms  among 
the  several  states  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their 
militia,  enables  them  to  relieve  their  citizens  in  a 
very  great  degree,  from  the  burden  of  furnishing 
their  own  arms  and  equipments.  That  section  of  the 
old  law  is  in  these  words: 

“That  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and  notified,  shall, 
within  six  months  thereafter,  provide  himself  with  a 
good  musket  or  firelock,  a sufficient  bayonet  and 
belt,  two  spare  flints,  and  a knapsack,  a pouch  with 
a box  therein,  to  contain  not  less  than  24  cartridges 
suited  to  the  bore  of  his  musket  or  firelock,  each 
cartridge  to  contain  a propel  quantity  of  powder  and 
ball;  or  with  a good  rifle,  knapsack,  shot  pouch  and 
powder  horn,  20  balls  suited  to  the  bore  of  bis  rifle, 
a quarter  ot  a pound  of  powder;  and  shall  appear 
so  armed,  accoutred  and  provided,  when  called  out  to 
exercise  or  into  service — except,  that  when  called 
out  on  company  days  to  exercise  only.  Ire  may  ap- 
pear withou:  a knapsack.  That  the  commissioned 
officers  shall,  severally,  be  armed  with  a sword  or 
hanger,  and  espontoon;  and  that  from  and  after  live 
years  liom  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  muskets  for 
arming  the  militia,  as  "herein  required,  shall  be  of 
bores  sufficient  for  balls  of  the  eighteenth  part  of  a 
pound.  And  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and  provid- 
ing himself  with  arms,  and  ammunition  and  accou- 
trements required  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  the  same 
exempt  trom  .ill  suits,  distresses,  executions  or  sales 
for  debt  or  for  the  payment  of  taxes.”  This  sec- 
tion of  the  act  was  approved  lqy  general  Washing- 
tan  in  1792:  by  Mr  Jefferson,  upon  a revisions  of 
this  law  m 1S03,  and  has  continued  in  lorce  to  this 
day. 

The  constitution  guarantees  equally  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  and 
tiie  right  to  keep  and  bear  aims;  and  lest  i lie  people 
should  neglect  io  exercise  these  inestimable  privi- 
leges, on'  which  their  liberties  as  individuals  and  as 
a nation,  in  a great  measure  depend,  the  taw  lias 
from  'lie  commencement  of  the  government  provid- 
ed that  they  shall  do  their  duty  to  themselves,  avid 
to  their  country  in  these  essential  particulars.  The 
general  government  aids  the  states  to  arm  their  citi- 
zens, but  its  constant  policy  has  been,  (hat  every 
freeman  in  America  should  be  armed  and  equipped 
in  order  that  he  may  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  de- 
fend his  country  and  his  liberty. 

My  plan  proposes  to  train  the  officers  and  men  to- 
gether; whereas,  my  predecessors  appear  to  be  of 
opinion  that  it  is  sufficient  to  have  camps  of  instruc- 
tion for  officers.  I have  considered  this  question 
anxiously,  and  am  convinced  that  the  men  who  are 
to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  hour  of  battle, 
should  be  trained  together  in  time  of  peace;  and 
equally  satisfied  that  those  who  are  to  defend  the 
forts  and  fight  the  great  guns,  must  be  assembled 
in  the  casemates  and  on  the  ramparts,  and  taught 
to  load  those  guns  quickly  and  fire  them  accurately. 

The  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  14th  congress,  of  which  general  Harrison  was 


chairman,  appear  to  have  been  of  the  same  opinion; 
but  we  differ  in  the  manner  of  remunerating  Ihc  ser- 
vices of  the  militia — that  committee  proposing  to 
pay  t he  officers  alone,  while  my  plan  contemplates 
pa)  ing  privates  as  well  as  officers;  it  having  appeared 
to  me,  that  the  latter  were  equally  entitled  to  be  re- 
munerated for  their  services,  as  those  who  command- 
ed them. 

My  plan  recommends  the  division  of  the  whole 
territory  of  the  United  Slates  into  military  districts; 
an  arrangement,  which  will  be  acknowledged  by 
every  person  acquainted  with  the  subject,  to  be  ex- 
tremely useful  lo  the  service  in  timoof  peace,  arid 
absolutely  necessary  in  war. 

It  proposes  a succession  in  the  military  compa- 
nies selected  for  training,  so  that  one-fourth  part 
might  every  year  impart  to  the  body  of  the  people 
a portion  of  the  discipline  and  skill  acquiied  during 
the  period  of  service,  and  one-fourth  be  received  lor 
training  fresh  from  the  people;  thus  keeping  up  in 
the  trained  bands  the  popular  principle.  II  contem- 
plttes  the  previous  legislation  of  the  states,  beioie 
its  provisions  are  to  be  carried  into  eflect,  except  in 
cases  where  citizens  might  volunteer  their  services. 

In  proposing  to  subject  the  militia  when  called 
out  by  the  president,  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
I have  done  no  more  than  leave  the  law  as  it  now 
stands.  Such  a provision  lias  been  found  necessary 
to  ensure  proper  subordination  in  the  field,  by  all 
officers  who  have  commanded  militia,  and  by  none 
of  them  was  this  necessity  felt  and  more  frequently 
acknow  ledged  than  by  general  Washington  and  ge- 
neral Jackson. 

I have  endeavored  to  answer  your  enquiries  in 
< he  spirit  of  frankness  in  which  they  are  made,  and 
believe  the  repeated  and  urgent  recommendations 
made  to  congiess  by  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  predecessors, 
and  the  plans  for  the  more  perfect  oigamzation  of 
the  militia  proposed  by  former  secretaries  of  War, 
by  committees  of  congress,  and  bv  experienced 
officers  of  the  army  and  militia  of  the  U.  Stales, 
that  the  proposition  under  consideration,  so  far  trom 
being  new  in  principle,  corresponds  in  i s most  es- 
sential provisions  with  those  recommended  by 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe  and  Jack- 
son,  and  is  certainly  not  less  liberal  and  democratic, 
Those  illustrious  men  and  enlightened  pa'riots,  ex- 
pressly slate,  that  they  regard  the  more  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  by  training  a given  num- 
ber of  them  with  superior  care,  as  affording  the 
only  means  of  avoiding  the  m ccssity  oi  keeping  on 
foot  a standing  army. 

They  all  inculcate  the  propriety' of  relieving  the 
great  mass  of  the  militia  from  t lie  enormous  bur- 
then of  frequent  mustering,  and  recommend  the 
classification  of  it  so  as  to  confine  the  duly  of  train- 
ing to  defend  the  countiy,  to  a select  body  of  men 
varying  only  as  to  Hie  nmnber,  from  three  to  four 
hundred  thousand  men.  I do  riot  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  system  I have  presented  to  congress  is  the 
best  that  can  be  devised;  but  I hope  my  friends  are 
now  convinced  that  it  is  not  without  precedent  in 
our  annuls,  “tyrannical  and  oppressive  in  ils  details 
and  without  a parallel  in  t he  history  ot  free  govern- 
ments;” but  on  the  contrary,  that  in  seeking  to  les- 
sen the  burthens  of  the  people  and  at  the  same  lime 
to  render- the  militia  more  efficient.  I have  done  no 
more  than  imitate  the  example  of  the  best  and 
gieatcst  men  who  have  ruled  Ihe  destinies  of  tins 
country.  If  I have  erred,  so  did  they.  If  I thought 
it  expedient,  when  the  country  was  threatened  wnlli 
war  to  prepare  to  meet  it,  they  urged  their  fellow 
citizens  to  do  so  in  time  of  peace,  ft  I considered 
the  present  militia  system  defective  and  lik.lv  to 
lead  to  defeat  and  disgrace  at  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  and  rendering  the  creation  of  a large 
standing  army  necessary  during  their  continuance, 
and  therefore  recommended  that  a select  body  of 
citizens  should  be  better  trained,  armed  and  equip- 
ped than  Hie  rest,  in  order  that  they  might  be  pre- 
pared at  all  times  to  repel  invasion  or  lepress  insur- 
rection; so  did  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe  and  Jackson;  and  I am  well  satisfied,  that 
in  endeavoring  to  carry  out  their  views  and  follow  - 
ing  their  example,  I have  been  guided  by  the  bea- 
con light  of  liberty. 

T have  now  presented  you  with  my  motives  for 
submitting  this  proposition  at  this  particular  junc- 
ture, and  as  briefly  as  practicable,  a sketch  of  the 
several  plans  which  have  been  submitted  lo  con- 
gress since  the  foundation  of  our  government;  .and 
alter  leviewing  the  whole  subject  as  you  request, 
aided  by  the  lights  derived  (iom  the  objections  of  ils 
opponents,  I am  satisfied  that  the  organization  pro- 
posed, so  tar  trom  being  tyrannical  and  oppressive  in 
its  details,  would  prove  less  onerous  than  that  now 
in  existence.  It  is  true,  the  objections  of  its  oppo- 
nents have  not  afforded  me  much  aid  in  considering 
Hie  subject,  for  they  apply  almost  exclusively,  as 
before  remarked,  to  the  existing  system.  They  im- 
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pute  to  me  all  that  may  appear  defective  in  the  pre- 
sent organization  under  the  militia  law  of  1792,  and 
in  order  that  this  glaring  attempt  to  deceive  the  peo- 
ple may  be  fully  understood,  I respectfully  suggest 
that  the  act  itself  may  be  published. 

That  a man  who  like  Mr.  Van  Buren,  has 
throughout  his  whole  political  career,  placed  his 
sole  reliance  upon  the  virtue,  intelligence  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  people,  should  seek  to  enroll  a 
select  body  of  militia  under  the  pretext  of  defend- 
ing the  country,  when  threatened  with  war,  in  or- 
der to  organize  a body  of  voters  to  favor  his  re- 
election,  is  too  improbable  to  require  refutation:  anti 
I may  be  permitted  to  say  for  thyself,  that  every 
act  of  a longlife  spent  in  the  public  service,  and 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  forbids  1 h e con 
elusion  that  I would  insult  my  fellow  citizens  by 
supposing  them  capable  of  being  made  the  tools  of 
any  man  however  exalted  in  station  or  character.  I 
have  the  lionor  to  be,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Thomas  Ritchie,  esq.  secretary  to  the  central  democra- 
tic committee  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 

TWENTY- SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE.  ' 

July  1.  Tile  chair  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  12th  of  March 
last,  calling  for  intbrmatlon  in  relation  to  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  preparations  of  the  Biitish  authori- 
ties on  the  norttiern  liontierof  the  United  States. 
It  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ruggles  introduced  a resolution  calling  on  the 
president  lor  a copy  of  the  survey  made  by  tue  Bri- 
tish commissioners  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  provided  the  communication  of  the  same 
would  not  be  deemed  incompatible  with  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  state  that  only  one  copy  ol 
the  report  bad  been  received,  and  that  was  an  act 
ol  couitesy,  as  the  report  bad  not  been  adopted  by 
the  Biiiisu  government.  The  report  in  question 
was  to  go  belore  tiie  parliament.  This  document 
had  been  sent  by  t lie  president  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  lelations,  and  iie  directed  that  when  it  had 
been  used  it  might  be  sent  to  that  committee  in  the 
house,  alter  which  it  was  to  be  returned.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  hoped  tile  senator  would 
not  press  Ills  resolution. 

OojecUon  having  been  made,  the  resolution  lies 
over. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  desired  to  call  up  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  two  months  ago  fixing  on 
the  time  lor  the  adjournment  ol  congress.  The  ma- 
jority ol  the  senate,  when  he  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion, differed  with  him*as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  but  now  he  lelt  it  his  imperious  duty  to 
bring  it  before  the  notice  of  the  body. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  fixing  the  time 
on  tiie  1st  ol  June,  Mr.  Lumpkin  moved  to  strike 
out  “the  1st  of  June,”  and  insert  the  15th  July,  at 
3 o’clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Nowell,  made  a remark  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject being  belore  the  house  ot  representatives,  which 
bodv  had  either  passed,  or  was  in  the  act  ol  passing, 
a resolution  fixing  on  the  loth. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  was  disposed  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived his  own  duty,  without  waiting  tor  others. — - 
He  expressed  the  belief  that,  if  his  resolution  had 
passed  when  first  introduced,  all  tile  business  would 
have  been  done  in  the  time  prescribed.  11  they  wait- 
ed to  pass  this  or  ttiat  measure,  the  1st  of  August 
might  find  them  still  in  session.  He  would  agree 
to  no  modification. 

Mr.  Hubbard  rose  to  say  that  he  did  not  know 
how  far  it  might  be  in  order  to  allude  to  what  had 
been  done  in  lire  other  branch;  but  he  had  that  very 
moment  understood  that  the  house  had  passed  a re- 
solution fixing  on  the  21st  instant,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  better,  therelore,  not  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Lumpkm  insisted  on  his  own  proposition. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  it  would  be  better  to  wait 
until  the  proposition  was  received  from  the  other 
house;  the  senate  could  then  take  it  at  its  word, 
and  fix  tiie  time  for  the  21st.  He  had  always  sus- 
tained the  proposition  of  the  senator  from  Georgia, 
and  lie  hoped  that  senator  would  acquiesce  in  the 
present  suggestion. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said,  no  doubt  there  would  be  as 
much  business  done  by  tiie  15th  as  by  the  21st,  il 
that  day  were  fixed. 

Mr.  urundy  thought  it  was  not  proper  to  dictate 
to  the  house  how  to  perfonn  its  duties,  This  body 
was  readv  to  adjourn  at  any  time;  but  was  it  so 
■with  the  other  house?  Alter  mature  deliberation, 
the  21st  instant  had  been  fixed  on  as  the  period  that 
would  best  comport  with  the  business  belore  them, 
and  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  they  knew  best. — 
Mr.  G.  said,  without  having  the  slightest  disposition 


to  treat  the  senator’s  motion  with  disrespect,  he 
must  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  a vote  of  21  to  10. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
now  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  providing  for  the  purchase  by 
the  United  States  ot  the  stock  in  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal  company. 

The  original  bill  sitnplj"  provided  for  the  purchase 
ol  the  slock  not  now  belonging  to  the  United  Slates, 
at  a maximum  price  to  be  fixed  in  the  hill.  For 
this  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  had  reported 
a substitute  which  provided  for  a survey  with  a 
view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
channel  of  the  river,  over  the  falls,  without  any  re-  ’ 
gard  to  the  canal  further  Ilian  to  avoid  depriving  it 
of  water.  The  question  before  tile  senate  was  on 
this  substitute. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  proposed  his  substitute  for 
the  bill  and  amendment.  The  substitute  provides 
for  the  annual  application  of  the  tolls  received  by 
the  govorntnent  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  in- 
dividuals; for  an  examination  of  the  channel  of  the 
Ohio  river  at  the  falls,  for  the  purpose  of  its  im- 
provement, if  practicable;  and  for  a survey  of  the 
tails  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  liver,  to  ascertain 
tiie  expediency  of  construct ing  a canal  on  that  side. 
Mr.  S.  explained,  at  length,  his  objection  to  the 
hill  and  amendment  reported  by  a majority  of  tiie 
committee  on  roads  and  canals,  and  maintained  the 
three  propositions  contained  in  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  at  length  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  and  in  op- 
position to  Mr.  Smith's  amendment  and  the  original 
bill,  as  improper,  inexpedient  and  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Crittenden  having  expressed  his  great  prefer- 
ence for  the  original  bill,  as  withdrawing  at  once  a 
great  and  improper  burden  from  the  commerce  of 
the  west;  and  having  signified  hi3  acceptance  of  the 
substitute  ol  Mr.  Smith,  as  the  best  that  could  pro- 
bably now  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Benton  read  a report  from  a member  of  (he 
engineer  corps,  (name  unheard),  which  stated  that, 
in  rite  very  dry  season  of  1838,  he  had  taken  mea- 
sures to  enlarge  the  channel  over  the  falls  25  feet 
more  in  width,  and  20  inches  in  depth,  and  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  the  channel,  without  any  inju- 
ry, might  be  made  navigable  at  all  times,  at  ieast  to 
descending  if  not  to  ascending  commerce,  and  the 
former,  Mr.  B.  stated,  was  by  far  the  greater  por- 
tion ol  the  w hole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  subject  was  laid 
over  till  to-morrow. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  proceeded 
again  to  consider  the  bill  to  ensure  the  more  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports.  The  question  was  on  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Huntington,  which 
declared  any  witness  incompetent  who  should  have 
any  interest  whatever  in  the  cause,  similar  to  the 
interest  of  the  party  in  whose  behalf  he  might  be 
called  to  testify. 

This  question,  or  ratheF  the  question  of  any  inno- 
vation on  the  common  law,  was  further  debated  at 
some  length  by  Messrs.  Huntington,  Phelps,  Grun- 
dy, Wright  and  Davis  for  the  amendment,  and  by 
Messis.  Strange,  Calhoun  and  Preston  against  it. 

The  senate  adjourned  w ithout  taking  any  ques- 
tion. 

July  2.  The  vice  president  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  being  absent  lor  the  remainder  af  the  session. 

The  resolution  from  the  house  of  representatives 
fixing  the  time  of  adjournment  on  the  21st  instant 
was  taken  tip  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  reported  a bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
pursers  of  the  navy  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports was  then  taken  up,  the  question  still  pending 
being  on  Mr.  Huntington's  amendment.  Messrs. 
Clay,  Hubbard,  Wright  and  Phelps  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment;  and  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Strange 
against  it. 

Mr.  Wright  having  declined  to  press  the  question 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  had  been  sent 
for  from  the  chamber,  the  senate  went  into  execu- 
tive session,  and  then  adjourned. 

July  3.  The  senate  having  heen  called  (o  order 
by  the  secretary,  proceeded  to  vote  for  a president 
pro  tern.  On  the  first  ballot,  the  whole  number  of 
votes  were  29,  of  which  the  hon.  Win,  R.  King,  re- 
ceived 23,  and  6 were  scattering. 

Mr.  King,  haying  been  conducted  to  fho  chair, 
briefly  remarked,  that  if  the  order  which  had  here- 
tofore prevailed  in  the  senate  should  continue,  his 


duties  as  presiding  officer  would  bp  very  easy;  those 
duties  he  would  endeavor  to  perform  laitlilully,  and 
he  was  sure  lie  would  perfonn  them  honestly;  and 
in  case  any  thing  out  of  order  should  arise,  he  would 
endeavor  to  restore  order  with  a sincere  desire  not 
to  injure  the  feelings  of  any  one,  and  he  hoped  and 
expected  to  receive  that  aid  and  support  ot  the  se- 
nate which  were  due  from  every  member  to  the  ho- 
nor and  dignity  of  the  body. 

The  journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  tiie  committee  on  com- 
merce be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  senate  resolution  on  the  subject  of  establish- 
ing a navy  yard  at  the  west  end  of  Ship  island  in 
Mississippi;  and  they  were  discharged  acccord- 
ingly. 

The  president  pro  tern,  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  state,  with  statements 
showing  the  number  and  designation  of  passengers 
arriving  from  foreign  countries  during  the  last  year 
in  the  various  collection  districts  of  the  United 
States.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  calling  on 
the  president  of  Ihe  United  States,  if  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  public  interest,  for  a copy  of  the  report 
arid  map  presented  to  the  British  government  by 
their  commissioners  for  surveying  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, coming  up  in  its  order — 

Mr.  Buchanan,  as  he  must  be  absent  fiom  the 
senate  this  morning,  asked,  asari  act  of  courtesy,  that 
the  senator  from  Maine  would  let  the  resolution  lie 
over  till  Monday.  He  proceeded  to  remark  that 
this  was  a subject  of  great  delicacy;  that  but  one 
copy  of  the  report  and  map  had  been  sent  to  this 
country,  and  that  in  a confidential  manner,  and  as 
a mere  act  of  courtesy,  as  the  report  had  not  yet 
been  acted  upon  by  the  British  government;  lhat  to 
his  certain  knowledge  important  information  had 
been  often  withheld  irom  this  government,  from  the 
apprehension  that  it  would  be  made  public.  Under 
these  circumstances,  although  the  report  was  really 
no  secret,  Mr.  B.  thought  it  riot  proper  to  publish 
it.  But  fi  r the  present  he  wished  merely  that  the 
resolution  should  lie  over  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Ruggles  said  it  was  not  on  his  own  account, 
particularly,  lhat  he  had  submitted  the  call  fior  this 
map  and  report.  But  Ihe  president  of  the  United 
Slates  had  warmly  recommended  a survey  of  the 
disputed  territory  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
That  recommendation  was  ostensibly  founded  on 
the  report  and  map  in  question;  and  Mr.  R.  thought 
it  due  to  the  senate  that  they  should  themselves  see 
the  ground  on  which  they  were  called  upon  to  act 
in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  ,/Rten  said  there  was  a manifest  impropriety 
in  adopting  this  resolution,  especially  as  .the  action 
of  the  senate,  even  so  far,  on  this  map  and  report, 
would  give  them  a sort  of  sanction  which  ought  not 
to  be  given  them,  while  it  was  known  that  they  had 
not  been  accepted  by  tiie  British  government,  and 
no  intimation  had  heen  given  that  they  would  be 
adhered  to.  Mr.  A.  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solution finally  on  the  table;  but,  on  its  being  ob- 
served that  Mr.  Buchanan  had  left  the  senate,  and 
might  wish  to  say  something  further  on  the  subject 
on  Monday , Mr.  A.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
resolution  was  laid  over  till  Monday. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  took  up 
the  resolution  formerly  submitted  by  him  for  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  choosing  four  reporters  for  the 
senate,  equally  Irom  each  of  the  two  political  par- 
ties, to  report,  under  oath,  the  proceedings  and  de- 
bates of  the  senate. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  ayes  17,  lines 
not  counted;  and  the  president,  by  consent,  w’as 
authorised  to  appoint  tile  committee,  (of  five  mem- 
bers). 

The  resolution  (introduced  by  Mr.  Norvcll)  for 
the  meeting  of  congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  the 
beginning  of  December  coming  up  in  its  order — 

Mr.  Norvell  was  understood  to  express  doubt 
whether  it  was  not  now  too  late  in  the  session  to 
act  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that  October  and  Novem- 
ber were  the  two  most  important  months  of  all  the 
year  for  southern  planters  to  be  at  home.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, which  was  done  without  dissent. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading: 

The  bill  to  establish  and  regulate  the  navy  ra- 
tion . 

The  bill  authorising  the  inhabitants  of  factional 
township  10  south,  of  range  I east,  in  the  state  of 
Arkansas,  to  enterone-half  section  of  land  for  school 
purposes. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  transportation  of  mails  in 
steamboats, 
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The  following  bills  Irom  the  house  of  representa- 
tives were  then  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
thud  time: 

Au  act  allowing  further  time  to  the  trustees  of 
Centre  college  to  dispose  ol  the  land  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  asylum  in  the  state 
of  Kentucky. 

An  act  granting  two  townships  of  land  for  the 
use  of  tire  university  in  the  territory  of  Iow  a. 

An  act  granting  a section  ot  land  for  the  use  ot 
schools  in  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois. 

An  act  to  annex  a certain  tract  of  land  to  the 
Coosa  land  district. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  in 
ttie  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  the  question  still 
being  on  Mr.  Huntington’s  amendment,  declaring 
any  witness  incompetent  who  should  have  any  in- 
terest in  the  cause  similar  to  that  of  the  party  lor 
whom  he  might  testily. 

J\lr.  Henderson  spoke  at  large  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  and  to  the  general  principle  on  which 
it  rested,  of  a departure  from  the  common  law  in 
respect  to  the  competency  of  witnesses. 

The  senate  having  early  leceived  from  the  house 
a message  announcing  that  the  senate  bill  to  pro- 
long the  corporate  existence  of  the  District  banks 
ban  there  been  rejected,  and  having  recently  also 
received  the  new  bill  from  the  house  ori  this  sub- 
ject— Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  asked  that,  by  consent, 
the  senate  would  now  take  tip  this  bill  on  tiie  Dis- 
trict banks,  as  by  limitation  their  chatters  would  ex- 
pire to-night. 

Mr.  Wright  said  if  the  object  was  merely  to  refer 
the  bill  to  a committee,  he  would  not  object;  but  if 
it  was  to  interfeie  with  the  bill  oil  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  he  was  against  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  (on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky),  now  moved  to  lay  the  collec- 
tion bill  on  the  table. 

This  bill  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table,  yeas 
23,  nays  11. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  corporate  existence  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  oi  Columbia  was  now  taken 
up,  read  a first  time,  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  desired  that  it  might  now 
be  read  a second  time.  Mr.  Wright.  That  will 
require  unanimous  consent.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
hoped  no  one  would  object.  Mr.  Allen  objected. 
Mr.  Ctuy,  of  Alabama,  asked  if  the  rule  could  not 
be  suspended? 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  there  was  one  way, 
and  that  was,  to  suspend  the  rule  (which  he  main- 
tained was  no  more  than  a rule)  which  required  one 
day’s  notice  for  a resolution  to  alter  the  rules;  and 
he  would  submit  it  to  the  senator  from  Alabama 
whether  he  was  not  warianted  m this  case  in  resort- 
ing to  that  expedient. 

Mr.  Clay,  ot  Alabama,  remarking  that  it  was  very 
singular  it  one  individual  member  could  thus  wholly 
deleat  an  important  measure,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  question. 

Mr.  Allen  was  understood  to  ask  if  that  motion 
was  in  order. 

The  president  decided  that  in  his  opinion  it  was 
not  in  order.  He  thought  any  rule  could  not  be  sus- 
pended without  one  day’s  notice. 

' Mr.  Walker  cited  a case  which  occured  in  1836, 
in  which  a similar  decision  of  the  chair  had  prevent- 
ed lor  a time  the  piogress  of  two  or  more  important 
bills,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  though  the  ob- 
jection w as  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  ttiey  were 
permitted  lo  pass. 

The  president  read  the  rule  requiring  that  each 
bill  should  receive  three  several  readings,  and  on 
three  different  days,  unless  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent ol  the  senate.  It  was  also,  he  said,  the  opinion 
of  the  chair  that  a motion  to  suspend  a rule  must  lie 
over,  though  the  contrary,  he  admitted,  was  not 
Without  precedent. 

Air.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  maintained  that,  by  the 
constitution,  each  house  had  the  power  to  make  its 
own  rules,  and  that  none  ol  these  rules  could  at  any 
time  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  body.  . 

The  president  said  that,  in  the  present  case,  lie  had 
decided  that  it  was  so. 

Mr.  Cluy,  of  Kentucky,  said,  if  the  chair  decided 
that  it  was  not  in  the  immediate  power  of  the  se- 
nate lo  change  any  one  of  its  rules,  he  now,  though 
with  great  reluctance,  appealed  to  the  senate  from 
that  decision. 

Mr.  C.  subsequently  wrote  down  his  appeal,  in 
which  Mr.  Cluy , of  Ala.  concurred,  stating,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Clay), 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule  which  was  thought  to  re- 
quire a day’s  notice  of  any  alteration  in  tne  rules, 
an  I also  to  suspend  that  further  rule  which  required 
the  ttiree  readings  of  a bill  on  three  different  days, 
unless  by  unanimous  consent;  that  the  chair  decid- 
ed that  this  motion  was  not  in  order;  and  on  this  de- 


cision the  senator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Cluy)  took 
an  appeal. 

This  appeal  was  discussed  at  considerable  length 
by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Wright,  Clay, of  Ala.  Tap- 
pan,  Calhoun,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Linn,  M out  on , Hen 
detson,  Davis,  Strange,  Wall,  Walker,  White  and 
Hubbard. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  remarking  that  he  had  become 
convinced  that  the  senate  could  not  immediately 
change  the  rule  which  required  one  day’s  notice  ol 
a resolution  to  change  the  tules,  accordingly  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Air.  Clay,  of  Ky.  renewed  the  motion,  essentially 
in  the  same  words. 

The  president  again  decided  that  the  motion  was 
out  of  order. 

From  this  decision  Air.  Clay,  of  Ky.  again  took 
an  appeal. 

The  appeal  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  Clay- 
ton, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Benton  and  Smith,  of  In- 
diana. 

The  chief  points  in  debate  were,  whether  the  se- 
nate had  always  the  immediate  power  to  change  its 
own  rules;  whether  a motion  to  change  the  rules 
was  a “resolution,”  in  the  technical  language  of  the 
rule  to  be  suspended;  and  whether  the  extinction  of 
the  bank  chaiteis  at  midnight  of  to-day  would  in- 
volve, also,  the  extinction  of  all  their  powers  and 
liabilities. 

The  decision  of  the  president  that  it  was  not  in 
order  now  to  change  the  rule,  was  sustained  by  the 
senate  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, Linn,  Lumpkin,  Alouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright 
—24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay.ofKy.  Davis,  Dixon,  Hunting- 
ton.  Porter,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  White — 8. 

Mr.  Wright  proposed  (as  a motion  was  not  in  or- 
der) to  amend  the  bill  Iroin  the  house  by  striking 
out  the  latter  portion  of  it,  so  as  to  leave  all  the  banks 
on  the  same  fooling  with  the  Union  bank  of  George 
town,  except  extending  the  time  to  July  4,  1S44; 
that  is,  to  leave  them  merely  the  power  of  winding 
up  their  affairs. 

Air.  Alien  still  objected  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  without  which  no  amendment  could  be  of- 
fered. 

Mr.  Walker  suggested  the  expediency  of  letting 
the  bill  pass  so  far  as  to  test  the  sense  of  the  senate 
on  the  amendment  of  Air  Wright,  and  the  bill  could 
then  be  stopped  on  its  third  reading  by  any  indivi- 
dual objector. 

Air.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  such  an  an angeinent,  thus  restricting  the 
senate  before  the  bill  was  open  t*r  discussion  and 
amendment. 

There  being  now  no  question  before  the  senate, 
Air.  Wright  moved  again  to  take  up  the  bill  to  en- 
sure the  uiore  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  respect- 
ing the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports;  but  after 
some  remai ks  in  opposition  by  Mr.  Strange  and  Air. 
Walker,  on  account  of  the  banks,  he  withdrew  the 
motion. 

Air.  Norvell  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  14,  nays  20. 

A desultory  conversation  now  took  place,  chiefly 
on  the  question  whether  all  the  powers  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  banks  wmitld  irretrievably  expire  at  mid- 
night with  their  charters. 

Mr.  Benton,  by  consent,  introduced  a joint  reso- 
lution continuing  the  charters  of  the  district  banks 
for  the  sole  puipose  of  winding  up  their  affairs; 
which  resolution  having  been  read  twice  without 
dissent,  Air.  Hubbard  moved  to  amend  it  by  substi- 
tuting for  it  the  former  portion  of  the  bill  from  the 
house,  simply  putting  the  banks  on  a looting  with 
the  Union  bank  of  Georgetown. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  add  the  latter 
portion  ol  the  bill  from  the  house. 

Air.  Allen  now  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived  as 
follows:  yeas  13,  nays  21. 

After  some  conversation,  Air.  Clay  withdrew  his 
motion. 

The  amendment  ot  Mr.  Hubbard  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution  in  this  form  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

Air.  Clay  remarked,  in  the  w’ay  of  moral  reflec- 
tion, that  the  senate  had  been  in  the  morning  charg- 
ed with  legislating  too  last;  and  they  had  then  spent 
the  day,  till  six  o’clock,  on  a point  of  order,  and  bad, 
in  effect,  ended  with  merely  cutting  off  the  latter 
portion  o|  the  bill  from  the  house. 

The  resolution  was  read  a third  time  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  house  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  senate 
took  a recess  of  an  hout  and  a half. 

Evening  session.  After  t her  recess,  the  senate  re- 
I assembled  at  8 o’clock.  The  bill,  as  amended  in  the 


senate,  “to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  lor  certain 
purposes,”  was  received  from  the  house,  and,  after 
having  received  the  signature  of  the  president  pro 
tempore — the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

July  6.  The  president  pro  tem.  presented  a me- 
mo. ial  from  the  president,  directors  and  stockholders 
of  the  Patriotic  bank  of  Washington,  asking  an  ex- 
tension of  its  charter,  and  slating  that  it  bad  not 
suspended  specie  payments.  Relerred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Air.  Wright  presented  a tn  -morial  from  the  Ala- 
rine  Insurance  companies  of  New  York,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of  1837. 

Air.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
asking  a revision  of  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  American  vessels.  ., 

The  follow  ing  is  the  select  committee  appointed 
by  the  chair  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  sworn 
reporters:  Alessrs.  Wulker,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Smith, 
ol  Indiana,  and  Huntington. 

A resolution,  submitted  by  Air.  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, declaring  it  competent,  at  any  time,  for  a quo- 
rum of  senators  present  to  suspend,  by  a vote  of 
tw  o-thirds,  any  of  the  rules  of  the  senate,  being  un- 
der consideration.  It  was  opposed  by  Alessrs. 
Walker,  Calhoun  and  Benton,  and  advocated  by  Air. 
Clay,  of  Alabama;  after  which  the  resolution  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cluy,  of  Alabama,  laid  over  for 
the  present. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  to  extend  tfie  corporate 
existence  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  was  read  a first  time  on  Friday  last,  and  ar- 
rested in  the  further  progress  by  the  objection  of 
Air.  Allen,  having  come  up  in  its  order,  and  having 
been  read  a second  time,  Air.  Wright  moved  to  lay 
it  on  tile  table. 

Air.  Clay,  of  Ky.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  question. 

Air.  Wright  was  w illing  it  should  be  referred  if  it 
would  be  of  any  use. 

Air.  Clay  said  the  object  and  the  use  was  to  re- 
medy the  extraordinary  legislation  of  Friday  last  on 
this  subject. 

On  motion  of  Air  Wright,  the  bill  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  hill 
to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports.  The 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
as  amended  by  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Huntington,  de- 
claring any  witness  incompetent  who  should  have 
any  interest  whatever  in  the  cause  simitar  to  the 
interest  of  the  party  for  whom  he  might  be  called  to 
testify. 

Air.  Calhoun  a«ked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
amendment,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
were  yeas  30,  navs  4. 

Air.  Huntington  submitted  severally  and  explain- 
ed a variety  of  amendments,  (of  too  complicated  a 
character  to  be  made  readily  intelligible),  all  of 
which  w'ent  to  render  the  bill  more  explicit,  tho- 
rough and  effectual.  All  of  them  were  agreed  to 
without  dissent,  except  one  of  them,  which  made 
the  receiver  of  imported  goods  liable,  not  only  if  he 
“knew,”  but  if  he  hud  good  reason  lo  believe  that 
the  goods  were  illegally  imported.  To  this  there 
was  one  dissenting  voice. 

Air.  Wiight,  from  the  committee,  now  offered  se- 
verally a number  of  additional  amendments,  mostly 
designed  to  make  the  bill  more  explicit  and  effec- 
tual, but  so  numerous  and  complicated  that  they 
could  not  be  made  as  readily  intelligible  in  any  other 
way  as  by  printing  them  with  the  bill. 

Some  of  these  ainewlments  were  discussed  by 
Alessrs.  Wright.  Cluy,  of  Kentucky,  Calhoun,  Da- 
vis and  Hubbard. 

One  of  the  amendments  provided  that  no  mixed 
goods  should  be  designated  as  si/Jc,  unless  the  value 
of  the  silk  in  the  fabric  should  exceed  the  value  of 
all  the  other  materials.  On  this  amendment  Air. 
Calhoun  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  it  was  carried  ill  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  24,  nays  8. 

The  other  amendments  from  the  committee  were 
severally  agreed  to. 

Air.  Calhoun  moved  a final  limit  to  the  operation 
of,the  bill  to  June  30,  1842,  when  the  gradual  re- 
duction of  duties  by  the  compromise  bill  will  be 
consummated. 

This  amendment  was  debated  by  Alessrs.  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ky.  Buchanan,  Dams  and  Hunting- 
ton,  when  the  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken 
and  agreed  to,  yeas  18.  nays  12. 

On  motion  ot  Air.  Wright,  all  the  other  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Air.  Calhoun  immediately  introduced  a resolulion 
calling  on  the  secretary  oi'  the  treasury  for  a copy 
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of  all  the  circulars  issued  since  the  adoption  of  Ihe 
act  of  ’32,  known  as  the  compromise  act;  v\  liich  was 
adopted. 

The  senate  (hen  went  into  executive  session,  and 
soon  after  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  June  30.  Evening  session.  Before  Mr. 
Graham  resumed  his  remarks  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  Mr.  Green , obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Graham  then  resumed  and  concluded  his 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  moved  to  re- 
commit it  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
substitute  which  had  previously  been  proposed  in 
committee  by  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  JMr.  G.  stated 
that  he  had  made  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Johnson.  The  substitute  was  read  at  the  clerk’s 
table. 

A great  rush  was  then  made  for  the  floor,  more 
than  twenty  members  addressing  “Mr.  Speaker!” 
at  the  same  moment.  Mr.  Hawes,  of  Kentucky, 
first  obtained  the  eye  of  the  speaker , and  with  it  a 
right  to  the  floor.  He  then  proceeded  to  address 
the  house  at  considerable  length  in  opposition  to 
the  bill.  When  Mr.  Hawes  resumed  Ins  seat,  after 
concluding,  the  attempt  to  obtain  the  floor  was 
more  desperate  and  tumultuous  than  before.  Mr. 
Vanderpocl succeeded, and  preiaced,  by  a very  shoit 
speech,  a motion  for  the  pier  ions  question. 

Mr.  Parris  anil  many  other  gentlemen  loudly  de- 
manded a call  of  the  house. 

The  roll  was  thereupon  called,  when  22!  mem- 
bers responded  to  tlmir  names.  The  doors  of  the 
hall  w ere  closed,  and  the  names  of  absentees  were 
again  called  ovtr.  Excuses  were  then  received. 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  dispensed  with.  On  this  mo- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand;  which,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  141,  nays  CO.  So 
the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  doors  were  again 
opened. 

The  previous  queslion  was  now  seconded,  and 
being  put,  as  follows,  viz:  “shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?”  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  123,  nays  99.  And 
the  main  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
it  was  taken,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  124,  nays  107.  So  Ihe  bill  was  passed. 

[The  yeas  and  naj  s on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
were  precisely  Ihe  same  as  Ihe  list  published  in 
page  287  of  the  Register  on  ordering  it  to  a third 
reading,  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  John  Hastings 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  McCarty  and  Mr. 
Peed  voted  in  the  negative.] 

Tile  question  then  recurring  on  (he  title — Mr. 
Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend  il  by 
striking  out  the  present  title, ‘and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following:  “A  bill  to  reduce  the  value 
ol  property,  t lie  products  of  the  farmer,  and  the 
wages  of  the  laborer;  to  destroy  t lie  indebted  por- 
tion of  the  community,  and  to  place  ihe  treasuiy  ol 
the  nation  in  the  hands  of  the  president.” 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  lo  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  read  as  lollovvs:  “An  act  to  enable  the  public 
money  to  be  drawn  from  t he  treasury  without  ap- 
propriation made  by  law.”  In  support  oi  this  mo. 
tion,  Mr.  Cushing  'w  ent  into  a speech,  in  which, 
alter  adverting  to  tins  as  the  last  act  of  the  drama, 
he  discussed  with  much  energy  a constitutional  ob- 
jection to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cure  Johnson  inquired  whether  a discussion 
of  a constitutional  queslion  could  be  in  order  on  a 
motion  to  amend  tile  title  of  a bill?  The  speaker 
decided  that  it  might,  if  it  went  to  show  that  the 
title  ought  to  be  changed.  Mr.  Pctrikin  objected 
to  this  decision.  The  (.hair  directed  him  to  re- 
duce his  point  of  order  to  .writing.  Mr.  Petnlan 
said  lie  hail  no  point  ol  oi  der  to  state.  The  speaker. 
Then  the  gentleman  will  take  his  seat. 

Here  a v ery  angry  and  desultory  discussion  arose 
between  Messrs.  Cushing,  Pickens,  (Mr.  P at  the 
conclusion  of  his  remarks,  demanding  the  previous 
question),  Crabb  and  Stanly,  during  which  the  hall 
W'as  iiiled  with  a commotion  such  as  had  not  been 
witnessed  since  the  scenes  at  the  commencement  ol 
the  session. 

The  speaker  exerted  his  utmost  endeavors  to  re- 
store the  order  of  the  house,  but  did  not  succeed 
until  the  sergi-arit-at-arms  had  been  ordered  to  clear 
the  aisles  by  conducting  members  lo  their  sea's, 
and  t hey  had  beeu  threatened  with  being  addressed 
by  name. 

Order  having,  at  length,  in  some  degree,  been 
restored,  the  demand  tor  the  previous  question  was 
seconded  hy  a majority  of  the  house,  put  from  the 
chair,  and  carried. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  Mr.  Cashing's 
amendment  to  the  amendment  ol  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Pennsylvania — 


Mr.  If  [ark  A.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay 
both  amendments  on  1 he  table;  after  some  time, 
however,  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Cushing’s 
amendment,  and  it  was  negatived  without  a count. 

The  question  then  reeuriing  on  i\lr.  Cooper’s 
amendment,  it  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  yeas  87,  nays  128. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  title  as  original- 
ly reported, 

Mr.  Naylor  inquired  of  the.  chair  whether  he 
could  not  move  a reconsideration  of  the  last  vote? 

The  chair  replied  that  such  a motion  would  be  in 
order,  but  could  not  be  debaied,  the  previous  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered  on  amending  Ihe  title  of 
the  bill,  and  its  force  not  being  expended  until  the 
title  had  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Naylor  withdrew  the  motion  for  reconside- 
ration. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  agreed  to;  and 
(hereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  1.  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  of 
Maryland,  inquired  of  Ihe  chair  in  relation  to  the 
order  ol  business.  It  was  known  to  gentlemen 
that  Ihe  charter  of  ihe  District  banks  would  expire 
on  Friday  next;  he  wished  the  house  to  take  up 
Ihe  senate  bill  for  the  extension  of  their  charters. 
The  chuir  replied  that,  as  this  involved  a change 
in  1 1 1 e order  of  business,  it  could  be  done  only  by 
suspending  Ihe  rules,  or  by  general  consent.  Alter 
some  desultory  conversation,  the  house  came  to  an 
understanding  that,  after  ttie  expiration  of  (lie 
morning  hour,  the  speaker’s  table  should  first  be 
cleared:  in  consequence  of  which,  Mr.  Johnson  did 
not  now  press  his  application.  Mr.  Banks  wished 
to  offer  a resolution  fixing  a day  lor  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  session  of  congress.  Objec- 
tion being  made,  Mr.  Bunks  moved  to  suspend 
(lie  rules  to  otter  a resolution  fixing  on  the  20th 
of  July  as  the  day  of  adjournment;  and  on  this  mo- 
tion lie  demanded  tile  yeas  and  nays;  which -were 
oidered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: — 
Yeas  140,  nays  20.  The  rules  having  been  sus- 
pended lor  this  purpose,  Mr.  Banks  modified  his 
resolution  by  changing  the  day  to  Saturday,  the 
18th,  at  7 o’clock.  Mr.  Cushing  objected  to  Satur- 
day or  Monday,  as  in  either  case  there  was  a great 
desecration  of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  proposed  Fri- 
day tlie  17th,  or  Tuesday  the  21st.  He  would 
move  Friday  the  17th,  at  2 o’clock.  Mr.  Drom- 
goole  wanted  first  to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  elections  how  soon  it  was  probable 
they  would  report  on  the  New  Jersey  case?  Mr. 
Graves  objected  to  any  colloquies  w ith  the  chair- 
men of  cummitlees.  Mr.  Dromgoole  did  not  press 
his  inquiry,  but  gave  notice  he  should  vote  for 
Tuesday,  the  21st,  as  the  day  of  adjournment. — 
Mr.  Rives  ( a member  of  the  committee  of  elections) 
stated  th a l it  vvds  probable  the  committee  would  be 
able  to  report  oirflie  New  Jersey  case  on  Saturday 
next.  Mr.  petrikin  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
Wednesday,  the  15th,  at  6 o’clock,  and  demanded 
the  previous  question.  Mr.  Banks  modified  his 
resolution  to  Tuesday,  the  21st.  Mr.  Cushing 
withdrew  his  amendment.  Mr.  Briggs  spoke  to 
order.  Mr.  Campbell  (chairman  ol  the  committee 
of  elections)  having  entered  t lie  house,  wished  to 
make  a statement;  but  leave  was  refused.  The  call 
lor  t he  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes  113, 
uoes  22.  The  previous  question  w as  then  put  and 
carried.  And  the  main  question  being  first  put  on 
Mr.  Petrikin’s  amendment,  fixing  on  Wednesday, 
t lie  15th,  it  was  carried,  by  yeas  arid  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  105,  nays  95.  So  t he  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Waite  non  moved  to  reconsider  this 
vote.  Mr.  Henry  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follow’-:  Yeas  108,  nays  S4.  So  the  vote*  was  re- 

considered. The  question  then  again  recurring  on 
Wednesday,  (he  15  h,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows,  viz:  yeas  88,  nays  113,  So  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Banks’  resolution, 
fixing  on  TuesJay,  the  2 1st,  at  2 o’clock;  which 
was  adopted,  without  a count,  and  sent  to  tiie  se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communications,  viz: 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  information  called  for  by  the  house  on 
the  711)  of  February  last  in  relation  to  t he  trade  of 
the  United  Slates  with  China  from  the  year  1S21  lo 
1839;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs. 

A letter  from  the  secretary1  of  the  navy,  trans- 
rnitling  information  called  for  by  the  house  upon 
tlie  subject  of  chronometers  and  the  expenses  of 
officers  employed  in  their  transportation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 


A letter  from  ihe  commissioner  ol  public  build- 
ings, communicating  information  in  relation  to  the 
superintendents  and  woikmen  employed  on  the 
public  buildings;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  expenditures  on  the  public  buildings. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  tlie  house  the  annu- 
al report  of  tlie  treasury  department  on  commerce 
and  navigation. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies,  and 
Mr.  Adams  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  be  pub- 
lished. Mr.  Petrikin  objected.  Mr.  Pice  Garland 
preferred  5,000  copies.  In  the  interior  of  tlie 
country’  few  copies  were  read.  It  would  cost 
$ 5,000  at  least  to  print  10,000.  The  senate  had 
already  ordered  5,000.  Mr.  Pamsey  obiected  to 
the  motion.  Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  consider  tlie  motion,  and  moved  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  seconded,  put,  arid  car- 
ried. And  Ihe  main  question  being  on  the  motion 
to  print  10,000  extra  copies,  it  w as  carried. 

Sundry  seriate  bills  were  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  bill  from  tlie  senate,  extending  the  charters 
of  the  banks  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  coming 
up  in  order,  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  w’ent  into  a 
speech  in  support  of  the  bill,  in  which,  though  he 
admitted  tlie  bill  not  to  be  such,  in  all  respects,  as 
he  could  iiave  desired,  he  urged  tlie  shortness  of 
time  now  left,  as  (lie  charters  of  the  banks  w ould 
expire  on  Friday  next,  and  tlie  ruin  to  the  people 
of  the  District  which  must  ensue  if  the  banks 
should  be  suddenly  destroyed. 

Several  questions  were  put  to  him  by  Messrs. 
Cave  Johnson  and  Vunderpoel,  when 

Mr.  Adams,  supposing  Mr.  Johnson  to  have  con- 
cluded, began  to  speak,  Mr.  Johnson  yielded,  and 
Mr.  Adams  made  a short  but  efficient  speech  in  fa- 
vor of  tlie  bill,  especially  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
from  one  of  these  banks  that  members  of  congress 
must  get  their  pay. 

Mr.  Petrikin  followed  in  a speech  of  much  vehe- 
mence against  all  banks,  and  the  banks  ol  the  Dis- 
trict in  particular.  He  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill  so 
as  to  make  the  president  and  diiectors  of  each  of 
said  banks,  jointly  and  severalty,  in  their  individual 
capacity,  liable  Mr  all  notes  issued,  or  debis  con- 
tracted by  said  banks  respectively’,  from  and  alter 
tlie  day  this  act  goes  into  effect;  and  also  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  all  ac- 
tions against  said  banks  for  any  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Vunderpoel  spoke  against  tlie  bill,  insisting 
that  congress  owed  to  the  country  an  example,  car- 
rying out  the  principles  on  which  they  had  just 
passed  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Briggs  responded  to  him  in  an  argumenta- 
tive speech,  urging  the  example  of  the  surround- 
ing states  in  renewing  tlie  charters  oi  banks  while 
under  suspension.  He  spoke  with  warmth  of  tlie 
ahuse-which  had  been  heaped  upon  the  gentlemen 
who  conducted  these  banks. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper,  oh  Georgia,  explained  some 
remark  lie  had  thrown  in  while  Mr.  Briggs  was 
speaking,  and  then  opposed  the  hill  on  con- 
stitutional grounds,  but  concluded  by  moving  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Petrikin  hy  adding 
thereto  a proviso  that  said  banks  shall  not,  here- 
after, issue  any  notes  of  less  denomination  than 
$10;  and  fiom  the  1st  of  January  next,  none  of 
less  denomination  than  $20;  ami  from  tiie  1st  of 
June,  none  of  less  denomination  than  $50;  and 
also  a further  proviso,  t hat  in  case  the  said  banks* 
or  either  of  them,  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  pay  their 
Doles  in  specie,  on  demand  of  any  person,  such 
person  may  have  remedy  by  judgment  and  execu- 
lion  at  law,  at  a notice  of  ten  days,  before  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  said  District. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  made  a speech  of  much  warmth 
and  animation  in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply 
lo  t he  objections  which  had  been  advanced. 

Mr.  Vunderpoel  sent  to  tlie  clerk’s  desk  an  amend- 
ment lie  wished  to  offer,  and  which  was  read  for 
information.  (Requiring  tlie  banks  to  pay  spe- 
cie, &c. ) 

Mr,  IV.  Co.st  Johnson  then  resumed  his  speech  in 
defence  of  the  bill,  which  lie  concluded  by  moving 
the  previous  queslion.  On  an  earnest  appeal  from 
Mr.  Steenrod,  however,  he  withdrew  the  demand. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  then  deliveied 
an  animated  appeal  against  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences which  must  instantly  follow  to  this  Dis- 
trict, should  the  bill  be  rejected.  He  avowed  him. 
self  the  friend  of  credit,  and  said  lie  had  voted  lor 
Ihe  sub-treasury  not  to  destroy,  but  to  give  it  sta. 
bility. 

Mr.  Ryall,  of  New  Jersey,  made  a short  speech 
ill  most  decided  opposition  to  the  bill;  but  if  it 
must  pass,  he  was  for  Mr.  Petrikin’s  amendment, 

JMr.  Underwood  spoke  for  tlie  bill,  urging  the 
distress  which  must  ensue  should  it  fail.  Mr.  U, 
in  the  close  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Pe- 
tnkin  moved  to  lay  tlie  motion  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Underwood  withdrew  the  call  for  the  pie- 
vious  question,  on  condition  that  Mr.  Weller,  of 
Ohio,  who  obtained  the  floor,  should  renew  it. 

Mr.  Weller  spoke  lor  some  time  with  great  ani- 
mation in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  had  not  con- 
cluded when  the  house  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  On  lpave  given,  Messrs.  Banks, 
of  Virginia,  Johnston,  of  New  York,  Chapman,  of 
Iowa,  arid  Boyd,  presented  memorials;  which  were 
appropriately  relerred. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  back,  with 
amendments,  the  senate  bill  more  effectually  to  se- 
cure the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  olficers 
and  agents  of  the  government,  and  to  punish  pub- 
lic defaulters;  which  said  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
J.  was  relerred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union;  and,  logether  w ith  the  amend- 
ments, was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  tesumecf  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  senate  extending  the  charters  of  the  Dis- 
trict banks,  under  certain  restrictions,  for  the  term 
of  two  years.  The  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  Mr.  Ifeller  continued  his 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  (giving  way  to 
explanations  Irom  Messrs.  Andrews,  J . Davis,  of 
Penn,  and  Johnson,  of  Md.)  and  concluded  at  ten 
minutes  past  5,  by  calling  on  all  those  friends  of 
the  administration  who  were  sincere  and  orthodox 
in  their  political  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the 
banking  system,  to  rally  now  and  vote  against  the 
bill.  And  Mr.  W.  in  redemption  of  his  pledge  to 
Mr.  Underwood,  renewed  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious qur  stion. 

Mr.  Jenifer  and  a number  of  other  gentlemen 
appealed  to  Mr.  Weller  and  Mr.  Underwood  to  with- 
draw the  demand.  A momentary  scene  of  excite- 
ment folio  wed,  w hich  resulted  in  the  release  of  Mr. 
Weller  from  the  pledge  imposed  on  him  by  Mr. 
Underwood,  and  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Jenifer  then  addressed  the  house  in  an  ener- 
getic appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  house 
towards  tiie  disfranchised  people  of  this  District; 
and  deprecating  the  attempt  to  make  this  a ques- 
tion of  party,  and  adverting  to  the  deplorable  re- 
sults which  must  immediately  follow  unless  this  or 
some  similar  bill  should  be  passed. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Salslonstall  in  some  re- 
marks  illustrative  of  the  injustice  which  would  be 
done  to  the  people  of  this  District  by  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment,  and  by  the  refusal  of  congress, 
the  local  legislature  ol  this  Distric  l .to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  obtained  the  floor,  and,  amongst 
other  things,  went  at  some  length  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  moral  and  political  sins  of*the  banking 
institutions  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  swind- 
ling propensities  by  which  (he  said)  they  were 
characterized. 

Mr.  Habersham,  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  a call  of  the  house; 
which  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnsom  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
fable. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  87,  nays  104. 
So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question.  There  was  a second,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

And  the  first  branch  of  the  main  question  was 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Ga.  and  which  provides  that 
from  the  present  time  the  said  banks  shall  issue  no 
notes  of  less  denomination  than  $10;  that  from 
and  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  they  shall  pay 
no  notes  of  less  denomination  than  $20;  and  that 
from  and  after  the  1st  of  June  next,  they  shall 
issue  no  notes  of  less  denomination  than  $50;  and 
also  a further  proviso,  that  in  case  the  said  banks, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  pay  their 
notes  in  specie,  on  demand  of  any  person,  such 
person  may  have  remedy  by  judgment  and  execu- 
tion at  law,  at  a notice  of  ten  days,  before  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  said  District. 

Several  divisions  of  the  question  were  ordered, 
the"  first  being  on  restricting  the  present  issue  of 
notes  to  a denomination  not  less  than  $10. 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  110,  nays  99.  So  the  first  divi- 
sion was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurred  on  restricting  the  is- 
sues, from  and  alter  the  1st  of  January  next,  to 
notes  of  a denomination  not  less  than  $20. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Taylor  moved  that  the  house  ad- 
journ; the  yeas  ami  nays  w?ere  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  70,  nays  113.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  adjourn. 

The  question  on  the  second  division  w as  then 
taken  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  83,  nays 


99.  So  the  second  division  was  rejected.  And 
then,  at  half  past  7,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pelrikin,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  July  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Davis, 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  journal  of  Tuesday  was  so 
amended  as  to  allow  his  vote  (which  had  been  ac- 
cidently omitted  in  a certain  case)  to  be  entered 
thereon. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  the  American 
Philosophical  society,  requesting  the  aid  of  govern- 
ment in  carrying  on  a series  of  observations,  asked 
leave  to  make  a report.  Mr.  A.  explained  that  the 
reason  why  he  was  desirous  to  make  the  report  at 
this  time  was,  that  the  repot t concluded  wuth  a reso- 
lution making  an  appropriation  to  carryout  the  oh 
ject,  which  it  was  proposed  to  make  in  the  shape  of 
an  amendment  to  the  army  bill.  Mr.  Pelrikin  ob- 
jected to  any  amendment  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  must  then  move  a suspension 
of  the  rule,  and  he  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion with  which  the  report  concluded.  It  was  read, 
as  follows: 

“Resolved,  That  the- sum  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  establi>hmerit  of 
five  several  stations,  at  suitable  distances  from  each 
other,  for  making  observations  of  terrestrial  magnetism 
and  meteorology,  conformably  to  the  invitation  from 
the  Royal  society  of  Great  Britain  to  the  American 
Philosophical  society  at  Philadelphia,  and  other  learn- 
ed societies  in  the  United  States;  and  that  the  said  sum 
should  be  placed  under  ihe  direction  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  tor  the  fulfilment  of 
those  purposes,  he  to  account  for  the  expenditures 
thus  authorised  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  A.  having  explained  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  press  the  question  on  the  resolution  at  this  time, 
but  wished  simply  that  the  report  should  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed — Mr.  Pelrikin  withdrew  his 
objection.  And  the  report  and  resolution  were 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
declared  by  the  chair  ( which  was  occupied  during 
the  whole  morning  by  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachu- 
setts) to  be  the  following  resolution  heretofore  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs: 

“Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  ihis 
house  of  the  7th  of  JVIareh  last  as  declared  the  expe- 
diency of  suspending  the  further  execution  of  the  1-t 
and  2d  clauses  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  made 
with  the  Winnebago  Indians  in  1837,  be  rescinded.’’ 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Bell,  Pelrikin 
and  Ramsey,  Mr.  R.  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  was  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
yeas  8S,  nays  82. 

The  call  of  Ihe  committees  for  reports  was  IJien 
continued  (commencing  where  it  had  been  sus- 
pended on  a former  day)  and  a number  of  reports 
were  made,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given 
hereafter. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  house,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  proceeded  to  the 
ordersof  the  day,  and  resumed  the  bill  to  extend 
for  the  term  ol  two  years  the  charters  of  the  seve- 
inl  banks  in  ttie  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  on  the 
third  branch  ol  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  M.A.  Cooper,  w tiich  provided  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  June  next  no  notes  should  he  issued 
by  said  banks  of  a less  denomination  than  $50. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  S3,  nays  106. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  fourth  branch 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  namely,  <he 
proviso  tiiat  the  notes  of  the  said  banks  should  at 
all  times  be  redeemable  in  specie;  or  that,  on  fai- 
lure thereof  the  charters  should  be  forfeited. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  107,  nays  76. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  last  branch  of 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  w it:  the  pro 
viso  that  “in  case  the  said  banks,  or  either  oftliem, 
shali  refuse  or  fail  to  pay  their  notes  in  specie,  on 
demand  oT  any  person,  such  person  may  have  re- 
medy by  judgment  and  execution  at  law,  at  a notice 
of  ten  days,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said 
district.” 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  76. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original 
amendment,  (offered  by  Mr.  Pelrikin).  It  pro- 
vides so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  make  the  president 
and  directors  of  each  of  said  banks,  jointly  and 
severally,  in  their  individual  capacity,  liable  for  all 
notes  issued,  or  debts  contracted  by  said  banks  re- 
spectively, from  and  after  the  day  this  act  goes  into 
effert;  that  any  president  ami  directors  making  such 
dividend  should,  in  their  individual  capacities,  be 
liable  for  double  tile  amount  thereof  on  being  sued, 
&c,  that  no  dividend  should  be  made  during  the 


suspension  of  specie  payments;  and,  also,  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  be  extended  to 
all  aclions  against  said  banks  for  any  amount  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

A division  of  the  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  F.  Thomas  Imped  the  house  would  indulge 
hi  in  wi:h  the  permission  to  say  a word  of  explana- 
tion on  this  amendment.  Objection  was  made  by 
several  voices. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  the  amendment,  to  wit:  the  liability  of 
the  president  and  directors — and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  92,  nays  90. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  next  branch 
of  the  amendment,  namely,  that  no  dividend  should 
be  made  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

[This  division  was  called  tor  by  Mr.  Adams ]. 

The  vote  stood:  yeas  145,  nays  25. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  and 
last  branch  of  the  amendment,  namely,  that  any 
president  and  directors  making  such  dividend  should 
be  liable,  in  their  individual  capacities,  for  double 
the  amount  on  being  sued,  &c.;  and  that  the  juris- 
diction of  justices  ol  the  peace  should  be  extended 
to  all  actions  against  said  banks  for  any  amount  not 
exceeding  $ 100. 

The  vote  stood:  yeas  94,  nays  78. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  as  amended — Mr.  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson  (on  leave)  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
(able.  He  should  regard  the  vote  on  this  motion, 
he  said,  as  a test  vote;  and  he  had  submitted  it  in 
order  that  lie  might,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  intro- 
duce the  bill  heretofore  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee lor  tile  Distiict  of  Columbia  ol  tlii3  house,  to 
continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  o(  Columbia  to  the  4th  of  March  next, 
and  until  further  legislation:  provided  that  the  ^aid 
banks  resumed  specie  payments  when  a majority 
of  the  banks  of  Pennsylv ania,  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, should  do  so. 

Mr.  Turney  then  gave  not  ire  that  he  should  ob- 
ject to  the  intioduction  of  ttie  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson  thereupon  said,  that  as  it  would  re- 
quire a vote  of  two-thirds  to  get  in  the  bill,  and  as 
he  had  no  hope  of  success  in  such  an  effort,  he 
would  withdrawn  his  motion  to  lay  the  present  bill 
on  the  table. 

And  the  question  again  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  as  amended,  Mr.  McKay  asked 
such  a division  of  the  question  as  would  embrace 
Mr.  71/.  A.  Cooper’s  proposition  to  restrict  the  issue 
of  notes  to  a denomination  of  not  less  (ban  $10, 
and  to  cause  the  charters  to  be  foifeited  on  refusal 
or  failure  to  pay  specie. 

Mr.  Andrews  submitted  that  the  question  of  Ihe 
adoption  of  an  amendment,  as  amended,  could  not 
be  divided.  The  chair  decided  that  it  could.  Mr. 
Andrews  appealed  from  the  decision.  Mr.  Graves 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 
The  house  was  here  in  a great  state  of  contusion. 
The  chair  said  he  would  call  gentlemen  by  their 
names  unless  they  look  their  seats,  and  he  was  re- 
sponded to  by  several  voices,  “do  it,  do  it.”  Some- 
thing like  oider  having,  in  a few  moments,  bpen 
restored,  the  chair  stated  the  ground  of  his  deci- 
sion, that  a division  of  an  amendment,  as  amended, 
could  he  ordered.  Some  conversation  took  place 
on  a point  of  ordpr  between  the  chair  and  Mr. 
Graves.  Mr.  Andrews  wished  to'be  informed  what 
would  be  the  effect  if  the  house  were  to  negative 
the  amendment  as  amended,  after  having  once 
agreed  to  it.  The  chair  said  the  effect  would  be 
that  that  part  ol  the  amendment  as  amended  would 
not  he  agreed  to.  And  the  question,  “shall  the  de- 
cision of  tiie  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
house?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  (by  tellers) 
in  the  affirmative:  ayes  94,  noes31.  So  thedeci- 
sion  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

The  clerk  having  then  again  read  the  division, 
called  for  by  Mr.  McKay,  Mr.  Graves,  under  the 
decision  recently  made,  called  for  a division  on 
eveiy  distinct  branch  of  tiie  amendment  as  amend- 
ed;  arid  the  chair  oidered  it. 

And  the  chair  announced  the  first  bPanch  to  be 
on  that  part  of  the  amendment,  as  amended,  w hich 
restricted  the  issue  of  notes  to  a denomination  of 
not  less  than  $10.  And  the  vote  having  been  de- 
clared to  he  yeas  96,  nays  76 — The  chair  announc- 
ed that  Ibis  branch  of  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
was  agreed  to. 

And  the  chair  announced  the  second  branch  to  be 
the  proviso  that  the  notes  of  said  banks  should  at 
all  times  be  redeemable  in  specie,  or  that,  on  fai- 
lure thereof,  the  charters  should  be  forfeited. 

The  vote  stood:  yea3  101,  nays  73.  And  the 
chair  announced  that  this  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  branch  having  been  announced  to  be 
the  proviso  that,  in  case  the  said  banks  should  re- 
fuse to  pay  specie  on  demand,  persons  so  concern- 


302 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER — JULY  11,  1S40— CONGRESS. 


ed  should  have  remedy  by  judgment  and  execution 
at  law  on  ten  days’  notice  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  said  District— Mr.  Holleman  hoped  the 
yeas  and  nays  would  be  dispensed  with.  They  had 
already  been  taken  on  these  various  propositions. 
Mr.  Morgan  hoped  that  the  decision  which  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  had  made  would  be  carried 
out.  The  chair  said  that,  by  general  consent,  the 
yeas  and  nays  might  be  dispensed  with.  Mr.  Ogle 
objected.  And  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote 
stood  yeas  88,  nays  70.  The  chair  then  announced 
that  this  branch  of  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  next  recurring  was  on  ordering 
the  amendments  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  sent  the  following  amendment  to 
the  clerk’s  table.  It  was  read  for  inlonnation,  but 
declared  out  of  order,  the  previous  question  having 
been  ordered: 

“ Provided , however,  That  the  new  provisions,  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  herein  enacted,  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  specie  on  notes  and  obligations  of  said 
banks  now  outstanding,  shall  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  not  before;  but, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  said  banks  shall  be,  in  all  re- 
spects, subject  to  the  existing  laws,  and  to  all  the  other 
provisions  of  their  respective  charters,  providing  reme- 
dies in  case  of  the  non-performance  of  any  contract  or 
obligation.” 

80  the  question  again  recurring  on  ordering  the 
amendments — Mr.  Cushing  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  and  proceeded  lo  assign  his  reasons 
why  he  cuuld  not  vote  either  on  one  side  or  the 
other. 

In  doing  so,  he  was  interrupted  by  Messrs.  Clif- 
ford, Vanderpoel  and  Turney,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  making  an  argument,  and  not  assigning  brief 
verbal  reasons  as  prescribed  by  the  rule.  Mr.  C. 
insisted  on  his  privilege.  Some  little  confusion 
followed  on  the  question  of  order. 

Ami  the  chair  had  just  expressed  the  opinion 
that  Mr.  Cushing  was  going  to  the  extreme  of  his 
privilege — that  the  chair  had  not  thus  far,  however, 
felt  constrained  to  interpose,  but  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  would  not  extend  his  remarks. 

When  several  gentlemen  having  given  notice 
that  it  was  now  half  past  2 o’clock,  the  house  took 
its  usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  After  the  recess  the  house  met, 
and  the  pending  question  being  whether  Mr.  Cush- 
ing was  or  was  not  in  order  in  the  remarks  he  had 
made  just  before  the  recess — 

Mr.  Clifford  insisted  that  the  chair  should  pro- 
nounce its  decision. 

The  chair,  (occupied  temporarily  by  Mr.  Briggs) 
after  some  conversation,  decided  Mr.  Cashing  to 
have  been  out  of  order. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Clifford  objected  to  Mr.  Cush- 
ing's proceeding  without  leave  of  the  house 

Mr.  Cashing  took  an  appeal;  but,  after  a good  deal 
of  desultory  conversation,  consented  to  withdraw 
his  appeal,  and  to  forego  bis  intention  of  proceeding 
further  in  his  remarks. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  and  amendments  for  a third  reading.  Mr. 
Chinn  moved  a call  of  the  house;  but  the  previous 
question  having  been  ordered,  the  chair  decided  the 
motion  not  to  be  in  order. 

The  amendments  having,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Adams,  been  again  read,  Mr.  Linn  Boyd  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  and" amendments  on  the  table;  but  after- 
wards withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Lincoln  took  an  appeal  from  the  chair's  deci- 
sion that  a call  was  not  in  order;  but  alter  a discus- 
sion on  order,  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained: 
yeas  105,  nays  34. 

The  question  on  the  Ihird  readingof  the  bill  again 
recurring,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows; yeas  69,  nays  90.  So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  IT.  C.  Johnson  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill 
from  the  committee  for  the  District,  to  continue  the 
corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Coin  nbia.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  objected. 
l\lr.  Johnson  moved  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr .Keim  moved 
to  lay  this  motion  on  Ihe  table;  but  soon  after  with- 
drew the  motion.  The  question  then  recurring  on 
suspending  the  rules,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows:  yeas  94,  nays  86.  There  not  being 
two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Holleman  wished  to  make  a statement.  Mr. 
Profit  objected.  Mr.  Ilollcirytn  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  introduce  a new  bill  extending  the  char- 
ter of  the  banks  lor  two  years,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  windino-  up  their  ati'airs,  and  restricting  the  banks 
from  doing  any  thing  else.  The  question  being  put, 
the  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows:  yeas  155,  nays 
IS.  So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Holleman  having  slightly  modified  his  bill,  it 
was  read  the  first  time.  Mr,  Adams  inquired  whe- 


ther it  made  no  distinction  in  favor  of  the  Patriotic 
bank,  which  never  had  suspended  specie  payments? 
Mr.  Holleman  replied  that  it  did  not. 

Mr  Underwood  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
offer  the  following  amendment  in  case  the  bill  of 
Mr.  Holleman  should  not  meet  with  lavor: 

“That  the  several  acts  of  congress  creating  and  grant- 
ing charters  to  the  several  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia which  were  in  force  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1840,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  continued  in  full 
force  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the  4th 
day  of  July,  1840:  Provided,  however,  That  no  one  of 
the  existing  banks  shall  declare  or  make  any  dividend 
of  its  profits  among  its  stockholders  during  the  time  it 
fails  to  pay  specie  for  its  notes:  And  provided  further, 
That  all  the  profits  hereafter  made  by  any  one  of  the 
said  banks  over  and  above  six  per  cent,  upon  its  capi- 
tal, clear  of  expenses,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  corporate 
authorities  of  (he  city  in  which  such  bank  is  located: 
And  provided  further,  That  said  banks  shall  severally 
resume  the  payment  of  specie  for  their  notes  thrown  into 
circulation  within  ninety  days  from  the  said  4th  day  of 
July,  1840.” 

Mr.  McKay  proposed  another  scheme.  Its  gene- 
ral outline  was  to  continue  the  corporate  existence 
ol  the  banks  to  the  1st  ol  January  next,  they  not  to 
exceed  their  present  amount  of  discounts  previous 
to  that  time,  arid  after  t lien  to  make  no  new  loans, 
and  after  the  4th  of  March  to  emit  no  bills. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  sunury  objections  to  Mr. 
Hullemun’s  bill,  and  suggested  the  adoption  ol  a bill 
exactly  similar  to  t hat  under  which  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  bank  of  Georgetown  were  wound  up. 

Mr.  Holleman,  after  a brief  reply,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question.  The  call  was  seconded,  80  to  61, 
put,  and  carried.  And  the  question  being  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Underwood  moved  to 
strike  out  all  alter  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
Ihe  substitute  quoted  above.  Mr.  Clifford  demanded 
the  previous  question.  But  the  iiouse  refused  to 
second  the  call:  ayes  67,  noes  68. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Underwood  by  inserting  tile  bill  lor  winding 
up  the  affairs  ol  the  Union  bank  of  Georgetown,  the 
names  and  dales  alone  being  altered;  suggesting 
that  it  would  be  best  at  once  to  make  a final  settle- 
ment of  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  now  made  a powerful 
appeal  against  this  whole  proceeding,  as  evincing 
what  tile  advocates  of  the  sub-treasury  really  de- 
sired, viz:  the  destruction  of  all  the  state  banks. — 
Mr.  D.  in  conclusion,  moved  to  refer  the  whole 
subject  to  a select  committee  to  report  to-morrow 
at  11  o’clock. 

Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson  addressed  the  house  at  length, 
giving  his  reasons  why  lie  could  not  vote  (or  either 
ol  the  amendments.  He  concluded  by  demanding 
the  previous  question;  but,  finding  that  this  would 
cutolf  Mr.  Dawson’s  motion  to  commit,  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  replied  to  Mr.  Davjson  with  much 
warmth. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Va.  obtained  ihe  floor,  but 
yielded  it  temporarily  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Under- 
wood, who  slightly  modified  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Holleman  gaye  notice  that,  having  examined 
th e substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas,  tie  entirely 
approved  of  it,  and  would,  in  consequence,  with- 
draw the  amendment  he  bad  before  proposed. 

Mr.  Adams  remonstrated  on  putting  the  specie- 
paying and  non-specie-paying  banks  on  the  same 
looting. 

Mr.  Dawson  withdrew  his  motion  to  commit  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Hopkins  then  made  a speech  warmly  remon- 
strating against  the  destruction  ot  the  District 
banks,  and  thereby  oppressing  and  ruining  persons 
who  were  unrepresented,  amt  without  remedy. 

Mr.  Weller,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Pelrikin  for  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Morgan  demanded  Ihe  yeas  and  nays;  which, 
being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  83,  nays  73. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  3.  Mr.  Jenifer  wished  to  have  5,000 
extra  copies  of  a certain  document,  in  relation  to 
the  tobacco  trade,  printed.  Mr.  Petrikin  objected 
and  Mr.  J.  did  not  move  a suspension;  so  tile  mo- 
tion was  not  agreed  to;  but,  Mr.  P.  at  length  con- 
senting to  withdraw,  the  printing  was  ordered. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prolong  tile  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  And  the  pending  question  be- 
ing on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky’. 

Mr.  Weller,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  pro- 
ceeded to  make  a speecli  in  ardent  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Grinnell,  of  New  York, 
in  a very  anitnaled  speech  in  favor  of  tile  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  demanded  the  previous 
question.  Very  great  confusion  arose — many  ap- 


pealing to  him  to  withdraw,  that  they  might  speak — 
but  he  steadily  refused.  The  call  for  the  previous 
question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Undenvood’s  amendment  was  then  read  and 
he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  (viz:  the  bill  moved  by 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  which  is  a transcript  of  the  bill 
for  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Georgetown)  was  called  for;  and  (he  bill,  together 
with  Mr.  U/irffncood’s  amendment  thereto,  was  read 
accordingly. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  yeas  and  nay’s 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  99,  nays  71 . So  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill, 
as  amended,  to  its  third  reading:  on  which  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  demanded,  were  taken,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  108,  nays  69.  The  bill  being  at  its 
third  reading — Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  the  previ- 
ous question. 

Mr.  Linn  Boyd  moved  a call  of  (he  house,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  59,  nays 
86.  So  the  motion  for  a call  was  refused. 

The  question  recurring  oil  ordering  the  bill  to  its 
third  reading  at  Ibis  time,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded,  and,  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  11S,  nays  67.  The  bill  was  there- 
upon read  a third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Hopkins 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  but,  on  remonstrance,  withdrew  the  motion. 
Mr.  Keim  renewed  the  motion.  On  this  question 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  or- 
dered, resulted  as  follows:  yeas  70,  nays  120.  So 
the  house  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried,  and  the  main  question  being  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and, 
being  taken,  stood  as  follows:  yeas  115,  nays  75. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  its  title — Mr. 
W.  C.  Johnson  demanded  tile  previous  question. 

Mr.  Keim  wished  to  amend  the  title,  and  sent  his 
amendment  to  the  chair  to  be  read;  but  the  reading 
was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
previous  question,  but  the  house  refused  to  order 
them. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  agreeing  to 
the  title  of  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hand  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  mo- 
tion, to  introduce  the  following  amendment: 

“A  bill  to  authorise  special  privileges,  promote  the 
circulation  of  irredeemable  paper,  and  to  sacrifice  re- 
publican principles  to  the  influence  and  expediency  of 
unconstitutional  corporations.’’ 

Mr.  H.  on  this  motion  asked  for  the  previous 
question,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered.  Much  confusion  ensued  when  Mr. 
H.  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  request- 
ed io  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence which  may  be  filed,  known  to,  or  within  the 
control  of  the  navy  department,  between  commodore 
Renshaw,  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  other  persons, 
concerning  the  pump  and  block  maker  at  the  navy 
yard  at  Brooklyn,  in  the  state  of  New  York;  and  whe- 
ther any  affidavit  has  been  made  by  the  said  block  and 
pump  maker  in  relation  to  his  political  opinions,  and,  if 
so,  to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  of  said  affida- 
vit, and  of  every  other  paper  or  correspondence  on  file 
in  tlie  department,  or  within  its  reach  or  control,  show- 
ing that  mechanics  and  laborers  at  the  said  navy  yard 
have  been  employed,  retained,  or  dismissed  on  account 
of  their  political  opinions. 

Objeclion  being  made — Mr.  H.  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  iris  resolution, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
101,  nays  68.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended  so  as  lo  ailoty  Mr.  H.  to  oiler 
his  resolution. 

Tlie  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Janes,  of  Vir- 
ginia, went  into  committee  of  tlie  whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  chair),  and 
took  up  for  consideration  tlie  navy  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  as  to  the  extent  of  the  “im- 
piovement  and  necessary  repairs”  in  the  different 
navy  yards,  and  why  there  was  so  great  a diffe- 
rence in  the  amounts  to  be  appropriated  lor  diffe- 
rent yards. 

Mr.  Jones  replied,  and  referred  to  the  report  from 
the  navy  department. 

The  long  enumeration  of  items  in  the  contingent 
appropriation  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Adams 
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moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever,”  as  they  amounted  to  a bur- 
lesque; the  enumeration  being  so  extensive  as  to 
embrace  every  object  in  nature. 

Mr.  Jones  replied;  alluded  to  former  acts,  to  long 
experience,  and  to  the  opinions  of  officers  in  the 
navy  in  support  of  the  clause. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  having  risen — Mr. 
Petrikin  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn  it  ad- 
journ to  Monday  next.  But  before  any  decision  on 
that  motion,  the  house  took  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina, 
on  leave,  presented  a memorial  Irom  the  chamber 
of  commerce  of  Charleston;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  commerce. 

Memorials  were  also  presented  (on  leave)  by 
Messrs.  E.  Davies,  Adamsand  Lincoln ; which  were 
appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Petrikin  asked  action  on  a resolution  offered 
previous  to  the  recess,  providing  that  when  the 
house  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  P.  waived  the  pro- 
position lor  the  present. 

Mr.  McKay,  on  leave,  presented  certain  joint  re- 
solutions requhing  the  attorney*general  to  examine 
into  the  validity  ol  titles  to  all  lands  purchased  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  arsenals  and  public  budd- 
ings; which  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

The  house  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln,  ol 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations lor  the  naval  service  lor  the  year  1840. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mams  to  strike  out  from  the  tail  end  of  the  general 
item  which  appropriates  $450,000  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  Ireight  and  transportation,  stores  and  ma- 
terials, whariage  and  dockage,  and  many  other 
things,  the  restrictive  words  “and  tor  no  other  ob- 
ject or  purpose  whatever.” 

Which  alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Adams, 
Jones,  olN.  Yoik  McKay,  Everett  and  others,  the’ 
question  w as  taken,  and  the  amendment  rejecled. 

Mr.  Crury  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  appro- 
priating “$4,250  for  the  necessary  repairs  to  the 
naval  asylum  at  Philadelphia,”  arid  inserting  a pro- 
vision lequiring  the  board  ol  commissioners  to  pre- 
pare and  lay  belore  congress,  at  the  commencement 
ol  each  session,  the  state  ot  the  votes  of  each  mem- 
ber ot  the  board  on  all  the  proceedings  in  relation 
to  stores,  equipment  of  vessels,  and  other  matters 
connected  w ith  the  naval  establishment  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  &,c.  &c. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  address  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  alleged  abuses  of  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners;  but  had  not  progressed  far — 

Wtien  the  speaker  resumed  the  chair  to  receive  a 
message  from  the  senate,  announcing  that  the  se- 
nate had  [ia  sed  a bill  extending  the  charters  of  the 
District  banks  ior  certain  purposes. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  F.  T/iomas,  the  house  by  gene- 
ral consent,  took  up  the  bill;  which,  having  been 
twice  read. 

And  the  question  being  on  ordering  it  to  a third 
reading — 

Mr.  Jenifer  spoke  for  a-  few  minutes  with  great 
animation  m reference  to  the  arbitrary  and  despotic- 
course  which  had  been  pursued  by  congress  in  rela- 
tion to  the  people  of  this  District,  and  to  the  people 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  so  nearly  connected  with 
them.  He  declared  that  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature  had  disregarded  the  wishes  even  of  this 
house,  and  had  sent  back  a bill  which  they  were 
compelled  to  adopt,  since  no  alternative  remained. 
They  were  abom  to  do  here  w hat,  as  individual  re- 
presentatives, they  dare  not  do  in  their  own  states. 
They  were  about  to  lay  their  hands  upon  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  people  of  this  District;  they  were 
about  to  establish  the  principle  that  they  had  the 
right  to  do  here  whatsoever  they  pleased;  and  why 
might  not  their  next  step  be  to  lay  their  hands  upon 
the  slaveholding  institutions  of  the  District?  The 
example  had  been  set — the  principal  had  been  laid 
down. 

Gentlemen  had  been  fold,  and  might  satisfy  them- 
selves of  the  truth  of  the  lac t from  the  documents, 
that  two  millions  of  money  were  due  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  ol  Columbia  to  the  lower  coun- 
ties of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which  they  would 
be  bound  forthwith  to  pay.  What  state  legislature 
was  there  in  the  union  that  would  dare  to  pass  a 
law  of  such  a description  under  such  circumstances? 
He  declared  it  to  be  an  oppressive  and  a tyrannical 
act  upon  the  people  of  this  District — upon  his  con- 
stituents, and  upon  the  constituents  of  gentlemen 
from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Duncan  went  into  a speech  to  show,  amongst 
other  things,  how  great  an  amount  of  bank  capital 
there  had  been  in  this  District  in  proportion  to  the 
population,  and  declared  that  the  statements  which 


had  been  made  as  to  the  desolation,  panic  and  pover- 
ty w hich  would  be  brought  upon  the  people  of  this 
District,  to  be  a slander  upon  ihem. 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a third  reading)  was  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, was  decided  in  the  affii  [native.  So  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  its  final  passage — 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; there  was  a second;  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Leel  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  126,  nays  19.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Wagner  moved  that  when  the  house  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meeton  Monday  morning  at  ten 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  remarking  that  whilst  we  were 
drinking  our  wine  on  the  day  of  our  national  inde- 
pendence, we  should  not  forget  to  furnish  bread  to 
those  revolutionary  soldiers  who  fought  lor  and 
achieved  it,  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr 
Wagner  by  inserting  that  the  house  would,  at  11 
o’clock  to-morrow,  proceed  to  hear  and  decide  on 
the  claims  for  revolutionary  services,  and  of  revolu- 
tionary and  invalid  pensioners. 

The  chair  (occupied  by  Mr.  Sergeant  pro  tern.) 
declared  the  amendment  to  be  out  of  order. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wag- 
ner’s resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas 
76,  nays  93. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn  to  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  (Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair)  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Crary  continued  his  remarks  lor  a short  time, 
and  had  not  concluded  when,  having  given  way  for 
a motion  to  that  elfect,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  4.  There  was  a “gathering”  of 
the  members  this  morning  to  the  number  of  some- 
thing over  a constitutional  quorum;  but  any  man 
with  one  eye  in  his  head  might  see  that  many  of 
them  did  not  intend  to  stay. 

Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and  said,  that  he  did  not  ppr- 
ceive  that  the  amendment  which  he  had  last  even- 
ing proposed  to  the  resolution  offered  lo  adjourn 
over  to  Monday  had  been  inserted  on  the  journal. 
He  would  not  move  any  amendment,  but  he  would 
now  renew  (in  the  form  of  a resolution)  the  motion 
that  the  house  would,  at  eleven  o’clock,  proceed  to 
consider  and  dispose  of  bills  on  the  private  calendar 
in  lavor  of  claims  for  revolutionary  services  and  foi- 
l-evolutionary and  invalid  pensions. 

Mr.  Slanly  said  he  would  like  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  inserting  that  two  days  of  next  week 
should  be  set  apart  lor  the  consideration  of  these 
bills.  The  house  would  soon  be  ielt  without  a 
quorum,  and  if  any  thing  was  intended  to  be  done 
lor  the  revolutionary  soldiers,  let  the  house  take 
two  or  three  days  of  next  week,  when  a quorum 
was  likely  to  be  present,  and  not  select  a day  when 
no  good  could  he  done. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  objected  to  the  reception  of  Mr. 
Lincoln’s  resolution. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion,  by  yeas  66,  nays  63,  prevailing — the  house 
adjourned. 

Monday,  July  6.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  governor  of  Indiana,  enclos- 
ing the  resignation  by  Mr.  Howard  of  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  and  others  warmly  remonstrated, 
expressing  a wish  that  the  committees  would  be  first 
allowed  to  report. 

Mr.  Downing  got  Mr.  Atherton’s  consent  to  move 
for  the  printing  of  a bill  brought  in  by  him  on  no- 
tice, entitled  “an  act  to  protect  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  people  of  Fiorina,  and  to  bring  the 
Seminole  war  to  an  end;”  which,  on  his  motion, 
was  read. 

Mr.  Downing  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  opposed  the  motion,  a..d  moved 
the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  milita- 
ry affairs. 

Mr.  Downing  brief!’'  explained  the  object  of  the 
bill;  which  was,  to  place  the  further  prosecution  ol 
the  war  in  the  hands  of  the  governor  of  Florida, 
with  power  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
and  on  this  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  78,  nays  39.  No  quorum  having  voted, 
the  roll  was  again  called,  when  the  yeas  and  nays 


resulted  as  follows:  yeas  93,  nays  54.  So  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  asked  consent  to  otter  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  making  such  appropriations 
as  they  may  think  necessary  to  preserve  such  public 
harbors  on  Lake  Eric  from  destruction  as  are  reported 
by  the  secretary  of  war  as  having  been  injured  by  late 
storm**. 

Objection  being  made — Mr.  G.  moved  for  a sus- 
pension of  the  rule;  the  yeas  and  nays  w ere  demand- 
ed, and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  57, 
nays  86.  So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Triplett,  on  leave,  presented  a memorial 
from  certain  tobacco  planters;  w-hich  was  relerred. 

Mr.  Pickens  wished  to  otter  a resolution  for  an 
appropriation  of  $25,000  (or  defraying  the  expenses 
ot  a survey  of  the  norlheastern  boundary;  but  the 
house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  resolved  to  go 
again  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  chair),  and  resume 
the  consideration  ot  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Ciary  resumed  his  speech  in  lavor  of  an 
amendment  ottered  by  him,  proposing  that  the  jour- 
nal of  the  navy  board  be  presented  to  congress  at 
the  commencement  of  each  session,  and  continued 
to  address  the  committee  till  a quarter  past  twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  floor, 
but  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Adams,  w ho  censured  the  cmn- 
•.littfie  on  naval  atlairs  tor  not  having  considered 
and  reported  on  the  plan  submitted  by  the  secretary’ 
of  the  navy  for  the  substitution  of  naval  bureaus  in 
place  of  a board  of  navy  commissioners. 

Mr.  Reed  then  went  into  a reply  to  Mr.  Clary’s 
speech,  noticing  the  most  prominent  points,  deny- 
ing his  charges,  demanding  proof,  and  eulogizin'” 
the  commissioners  and  the  navy  generally. 

He  was  followed  by  M.  Hoffman,  who  while  tie 
admitted  that  there  might  be  delects  in  the  existin'” 
plan  of  a navy  board,  and  professed  himself  to  be 
prepared  to  examine  the  secretary’s  plan  for  naval 
bureaus,  (toward  which  his  prelerences  leaned), 
repelled  the  charges  adduced  by  Mr.  Crury  against 
the  management  of  the  navy  and  the  construction 
and  arming  of  our  ships  of  war.  and  towered  into 
a most  eloquent  and  stirring  eulogiuin  on  the  gloiies 
of  our  naval  achievements.  He  concluded  at  half 
past  2 o’clock,  when  the  question  being  taking  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Crary,  it  was  rejecled  nem.  con. 
The  house  then  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  The  committee  of  (he  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union  (Mi.  Lincoln,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  chair)  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  lor 
the  year  1840. 

And  the  second  section  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  amend  the  said  section  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  a provision  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  replacing  the  said  sum  ot  $340,000  and 
$330,000  authorised  to  be  so  applied  by  the  act  of 
tile  3d  of  Match,  1839,  the  further  sum  of  $670,000 
should  be  appropriated  for  the  gradual  improvement 
of  the  navy,  to  be  available  alter  the  lstol  Januaiy, 
1841. 

This  amendment  was  after  considerable  discus- 
sion agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reed  offered  an  amendment  (which  was 
adopted)  transferring  to  one  head  of  appropriation 
all  the  appropriations  for  repairs  of  vessels,  pur-^ 
chase  of  timber  and  stores,  wages  of  mechanics,  &c. 

Mr.  Atherton,  Irom  the  committee  of  ways  anti 
means,  offered  an  amendment  re-appropriating 
$"2,375  20  tor  the  distribution  of  prize  money 
among  tiie  officers  and  crew  of  the  general  Arm- 
strong; which  w as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Paynter  ottered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  fora  dry  dock  at  Philailf  Iphia. 

The  chair  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order.  Mr.  P.  then  put  his  amendment  in  another 
form,  which  the  chair  decided  to  be  also  out  of  or- 
der. Mr.  P.  appealed  from  the  decision,  which,  the 
question  being  taken,  was  sustained  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$60,000  for  the  construction  of  the  third  steamship 
provided  for  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1S39. 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  providing  that  the  draught  of  water  of  the  said 
ship  should  not  exceed  16  feet,  so  as  to  make  it 
suitable  to  th»  navigation  of  the  shallow  waters  of 
the  south. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  rejected. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
no  qi  <*  ii in  voted. 

Tile  committee  then  rose,  and  the  chairman  re- 
ported to  the  house  the  tact  that  the  committee 
found  itself  without  a quorum. 

Whereupon  the  house  adjourned. 
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Bank  of  Virginia.  Yesterday  being  the  first  board 
since  the  adjournment  of  the  stockholders,  all  the  offi- 
cers under  the  cashier  resigned  as  requested.  1 ne 
cashier  himself  refused  to  do  so,  and  furnished  his  rea- 
sons fjr  so  doing — but  what  they  are,  we  are  not  ad- 
vise.!. Tiie  old  officers  were  re-elected,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions.  [ Richmond  Whig. 

The  hank  of  the  U.  States  of  Pa.  have  decided 
to  declare  no  dividend  at  present. 

The  bankrupt  bill  which  passed  t he  U.S.  senate  after 
an  able  discussion,  has,  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
been  laid  upon  the  table  without  having  been  referred. 
The  vo'e  to  that  effect  was  ayes  10J,  nays  89.  This  is 
its  death  blow. 

The  census  of  Cincinnati,  as  far  as  taken,  indicate 
that  the  females  out-number  the  males.  The  deputy 
marshal  says — . . , . . . 

“I  will  close  with  a statistic  or  two  which  does  not  go 
on  mu  return  to  Washington,  but  may  he  ol  interest 
about  home.  I found  a lady  within  this  ward,  who  at 
the  a-'e  of  29  had  fourteen  children,  the  oldest  being 
boriUou  her  fourteenth  birth-day!— And  another— a 
case  more  remarkable,  in  which  her  son  stood  by  her 
side  wi'hin  a few  months  as  old  as  she  was  when  mar- 
ried, and  the  mother  not  yet  26!  Need  we  be  surpris- 
ed at  the  growth  of  the  west.  ’ 

Boston — its  growth- — The  census,  says  the  Boston 
Courier,  shows  that  th  • annual  growih  of  the  city  was 
four  times  greater  during  the  5 years— 1830  to  lS3o, 
thin  it  was  the  5 years— 1333  to  1810,  viz:  from  1830 
to  1835,  17,211,  and  from  1833  to  1840,  only  o,793  in- 
crease. 

Casting  by  galvanism.  We  do  not  know  in  what 
better  phrase  to  express  the  curious  process  discovered 
by  professor  Jacobi,  of  Sr.  Petersburgh,  Russia,  a tine 
specimen  of  which  may  be  seen  at  Dr.  Chilton's  in 
Broadway.  It  is  a large  medallion  of  Franklin,  in 
cornier,  made  by  the  deposition  of  me  metal  troin  a 
solution,  under  galvanic  influence.  The  medallion  is 
uf  course  a perfect  facsimile  of  the  mould,  or  cast,  in 
which  it  was  made.  The  varidus  uses  to  which  this 
discovery  may  be  applied  are  innumerable,  and  of 
hill  importance  in  the  arts  and  in  mechanics. 

[iY.  Y.  Com.  Advertiser. 

Cotton  crop. — The  Natchez  Free  Trader  states 
that  the  prospects  of  the  cotton  crop,  where  the  soil 
lias  suffered  no  inundation  of  the  Mississippi,  are 
grand  beyond  parallel.  The  growth  has  been  uncom- 
monly rapid,  and  if  the  weather  continues  dry  great 
quantities  will  be  picked  in  the  month  of  July. 

Cotton  market.  Charleston,  July  4.  The  trans- 
actions in  upland,  have  been  at  more  settled  rates.  Tiie 
sales  are  1,606  bags,  at  6 1-2  a 10  cents. 

Mobile,  Jans  31.  Since  this  day  week,  about  1,700 
or  1,800  bales  have  changed  hands,  at  6 1-4  for  inferior 
to  9 1-2  fir  fair;  no  good  an  1 line  in  market. 

Liverpool,  Jane  4.  There  has  beep.  fair  inquiry  for 
cotton  to-day,  and  the  sales  are  5,000  hags,  including 
600  on  speculation,  and  400  for  export:  the  market  still 
very  heavy. 

June  4 th,  Thursday.  The  sales  of  cotton  to-day  are 

5,000  bales,  and  since  FriJay  13,000  bales,  with  a fur- 
ther decline  of  l-2d.  per  lb. 

Dartmouth.  Population  of,  as  ascertained  by  the 
new  census  4,091— increase  since  1837,  133. 

Daguerreotype.  An  English  editor  says,  “Tie  a 
sheet  of  the  photogenic  paper  to  the  tail  of  a kite — and 
when  it  comes  down,  you  will  have  a daguerreoiype 
view  of  the  earth  upon  it.’’ 

Deaths  reported  die  last  week  at  Philadelphia  103; 
at  Baltimore  41. 

Drought.  There  has  been  a parching  drought  in 
Nova  Scotia  the  last  month,  proving  destructive  lo  grass 
crop?. 

Emigrants.  The  Buffalo  Tattler  mentions  the  de- 
parture, lrom  that  piace,  101*  Wisconsin,  ol  ihiee  dis- 
tinguished Hungarians  of  noble  birth,  who  have  gone 
lo  Wisconsin  to  purchase  a largo  tract  ol  land. 

Exchange.  Domestic  exchanges  at  New  York — 
Philadelphia  3 a 3 3-4;  Baltimore  3 1-4;  Richmond  4; 
Charleston  3 1-2  a 4;  Augusta  9 1 2 a 10;  Macon  11; 
Savannah  9 a 9 1-2;  Mobile  1112a  12;  New  Orleans 
8 a 8 1 2;  St.  Louis 9;  Louisville 7 1-2;  Cincinnati?  1-2; 
Nashville  13  1-2.  . 

Bills  on  London  6 a 7;  bii.s  on  Pans  5 30. 

Flour.  At  Boston  prices  had  slightly  improved, 
@1  75  a 4 87  1-2;  at  Philadelphia,  fresh  ground  $4 
62  1-2;  a 4 73  at  Baltimore  prices  advanced  horn  $4  50 
to  4 06  a 4 62  1-2,  and  best  brands  4 73;  inspections  of 
the  week  7,573  barrels,  inspections  for  the  quarter  e.id- 
iiin-30juue  exclusive  ol  returns  to  the  state  171.306 
barrels  and  6,301  halt  barrels,  2,125  of  rye;  at  Rich- 
mond, 4 50. 

Ex-president  Jackson.  The  Nashville  Union  states 
that  it  is  me  intention  of  general  Jackson  to  visit  the 
Beersheba  Springs  in  July,  with  a hope  that  their  wa- 
ters may  fovurably  effect  his  health. 

Gold  mines.  The  products  of  the  southern  gold 
mines  for  1539,  was  about  400, 0JJ  dollars,  and  the 
whole  amount  produced  since  their  discovery  is  about 
10, 000,03d  dollars. 

Gamblers.  One  effect  worthy  of  notice  has  been 
produced  by  the  shutting  up  of  the  gambling  dons  ol 


London,  which  is,  that  the  ex-keepers  of  those  places, 
some  of  them,  at  least,  have  been  driven  to  the  country, 
and  even  abroad,  in  search  of  subsistence. 

Harvesting.  The  wet  weather  which  we  have  had 
for  a week  past  is  unfavorable  for  securing  the  crops. 

Lithodeon  is  the  name  given  by  Dr.  Mann,  a respec- 
table surgeon  demist  of  Boston,  to  a certain  cement  for 
filling  and  restoring  decayed  teeth,  supposed  to  be  su- 
perior to  any  substance  heretofore  used  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  resembles  pewter,  and  when  applied  to  the 
tooth,  it  is  so  soft  that  it  may  be  moulded  by  the  fingers 
into  any  form,  and  made  to  fill  any  crevices  in  the  tooth, 
but  in  a few  liours  it  becomes  hard,  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  its  consistency  is  so  firm  that  it  cannot  be  cut 
with  a knife. 

Laughlin.  The  trial  of  Jefferson  Griffith  alias  John 
Alexander,  accused  of  murdering  Thos.  H.  Laughlin 
on  the  4th  of  May  last,  occupied  the  city  court  on  the 
8th  inst.  He  was  aepuitted  by  the  jury  without  leaving 
the  box. 

“Mercedes  of  Castile,  or  tiie  voyage  to  Cothay” 
is  the  title  of  a new  novel  by  Cooper,  Lse&  Blanchard 
publishers. 

Mysterious.  We  learn  by  the  steamer  Cazar  which 
arrived  here  yesterday  from  Pittsburg,  that  when  she 
passed  Cairo,  some  eight  or  nine  dead  bodies  had  been 
found  there,  floating  in  the  Ohio.  From  the  appearance 
of  the  bodies,  it  is  supposed  they  were  flat  boatmen, 
who  had  met  their  deaths  by  some  violent  means. 

[Sf.  Louis  Bulletin,  June  17. 

Musket  balls.  A new  moc^e  of  forming  musket 
balls  by  machinery,  instead  of  easting  them,  has  been 
invented  in  England,  and  the  process  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  board  of  ordnance  of  Woolwich. 

Newspapers.  There  are  in  the  United  States  1,555 
newspapers,  magazines  and  periodicals.  Of  these  274 
are  published  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  71  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  116  are  published  daily;  14  tri- 
weekly; 39  semi-weekly;  991  once  a week.  The  re- 
mainder are  perioicals — semi-monthly,  monthly  or  quar- 
terly. 

The  number  of  stamps  issued  to  the  several  news- 
papers in  Great  Britain,  affords  the  means  of  determin- 
ing the  extent  of  circulation  of  each  paper.  The  num- 
ber of  stamps  issued  to  several  of  the  London  morning 
papers,  from  Jan.  1 to  March  31,  was  as  follows: 

To  the  Times,  1,230,000 

“ Chronicle,  525.000 

“ Herald,  530,000 

“ Post,  280,009 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  circulation  of 
the  Times  averages  more  than  15,700  a day,  and  that  it 
is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  two  papers  taken  to- 
gether, and  that  the  amount  of  duty  which  it  pays  to 
the  government  exceeds  £20,000  par  annum. 

Poisoning.  The  Wellsville  (Ohio)  Gazette,  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  slates  that  sixty  persons  on  board  the  steamboat 
New  York,  were  recently  poisoned  by  eating  corn 
bread,  into  which  some  poisonous  subslace  had  found  its 
way.  No  death  occurred,  but  all  who  ate  of  it  were  ta- 
ken with  u violent  vomiting. 

The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  furnishes  some  of  the  par- 
ticulars respecting  this  diabolical  attempt.  It  appears 
that  a warm  discussion  on  the  subject  of  abolition  had 
been  carried  on  during  the  day,  amongst  the  passen- 
gers, a large  portion  of  whom  were  anti-abolition  men. 
The  steward  of  the  boat  being  unwell. employed  a black 
man  to  bake  the  biead  for  supper;  immediately  after 
eating  it  the  passengers  were  taken  violently  sick,  wilh 
vomiting,  &c.  The  black  man  was  immediately  ex- 
amined, who  acknowledged  his  guilt;  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  have  poisoned  all  the  passengers.  He  was 
then  confined  in  the  steward’s  room,  but  in  the  confu- 
sion of  the  moment  lie  jumped  out  of  the  window,  and 
it  was  not  known  whether  he  was  drowned  or  had 
reached  the  shore. 

Theie  were  two  kinds  of  bread  on  the  table,  and  it 
was  soon  ascertained  that  those  who  had  not  eaten  the 
corn  bread  escaped.  Every  alleviation  possible  was 
afforded  to  the-  sufferers,  many  of  whom  it  was  feared 
for  a few  days  would  not  recover;  none,  however,  have 
died.  Amongst  the  sufferers  wa3  the  rev.  James  F. 
Clarke,  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church  at  Louisville, 
who  lay  one  or  two  days  very  sick  in  Pittsburg,  from 
the  effects  of  the  poison,  but  has  since  resumed  his 
journey. 

Tiie  above  took  place  near  Marietta.  Portions  of  the 
corn  bread  have  been  brought  to  Cincinnati  to  be  ana- 
lyzed. 

Postmasters.  Mr.  Page  has  been  reappointed  post- 
master at  Pmladelphia,  and  also  Nathaniel  Green  at 
Boston.  Mr.  Lynch,  postmaster  at  Pittsburg,  is  super- 
seded by  Janies  Morehead,  esq. 

Providence,  R.  I.  including  both  sides  of  the  river, 
contains  23,000  inhabitants. 


Railroads.  The  London  and  Birmingham  railway, 
112  1-2  miies  in  length,  by  its  crossing  the  hills  in  deep 
cuts  or  tunnels,  cost  ©27,033,000,  or  nearly  ©250,000 
per  mile.  Ttie  receipts  of  this  magnificent  line  of  rail- 
way, were  for  the  week  ending  May  2d,  £15,236,  or 
©75,030,  making  t lie  annual  income  at  the  same  week- 
ly receipt,  $3,900,000,  or  nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  upon 
the  cost. 

Recently  a train  of  cars  a quarter  of  a mile  in  length 
was  transported  over  the  rail  road  from  Liverpool  to 


Manchester  by  two  locomotives.  The  weight  of  the 
train  was  600  tons. 

Salem  township,  N.  J.  contains  a population  of 
2,002  inhabitants. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  at  New-  York  71  3-4a72  1-4;  at 
Philadelphia  73. 

Steam.  The  steam  engines  in  England  are  com- 
puted to  perform  labor  equal  to  seven  millions  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  men;  and  by  operating 
on  machinery,  equal  to  one  hundred  millions  of  men. 

Steamers.  The  capita)  invested  in  steam  vessels  in 
England,  is  about  £8,000,000.  The  steamers  belong- 
ing to  Britain  amount  to  850  or  900,  comprising  about 

170,000  tons,  and  70,000  horses  power. 

Experiments  have  been  continued  in  London  with 
the  screw-paddle  for  steam  vessels.  The  Archimedes 
steamer  had  several  races  with  other  steamers,  and  lost 
nothing  in  the  trial. 

The~steamship  Natchez  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Tuesday,  in  7 days  from  New  Orleans,  wilh  113  pas- 
sengers. 

The  day  was  when  it  would  have  been  thought  a 
miracle  to  stem  the  Mississippi’s  current  from  New 
Orleans  to  St.  Lotus  in  ten  days  and  a half.  Yet  we 
have  this  from  the  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  New  Era  of  the  12th 

instant: 

“The  steamboat  Meteor,_  cap!.  Dunnica,  arrived  at 
this  port  yesterday  from  New  Orleans.  She  k it  that 
port  last  Saturday,  and  has  made  tiie  trip  in  five  days 
and  five  hours.  We  are  indebted  to  the  clerk  lor 
papers  to  the  6th  instant  inclusive.” 

The  Corsican  sunk.  The  New  Orleans  papers  men- 
tion that  the  steamboat  Corsican,  capt.  Cox,  which  left 
on  Sunday  for  St.  Louis,  when  a short  distance  above 
Baton  Rouge,  met  with  the  accident  of  breaking  her 
main  shaft.  This  so  affected  the  machinery  that  the 
fly  wheel  flew  off,  and  a part  of  it  passed  through  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  causing  her  to  sink  immediately. 
The  passengers  and  crew  had  barely  time  io  save 
themselves.  The  cargo,  consisting  principally  of  sugar 
and  salt,  (and  probably  the  boat),  will  be  a total  loss. 

Squirrel  hunt.  The  Troy  (N.  Y.)  Budget  states 
that  21,000  squirrels  were  recently  killed  at  Gratton, 
by  two  parties  of  sportsmen.  One  party  killed  12,000 
and  the  other  9,000. 

SYRACuse.  By  the  new  census  the  aggregate  popu- 
lation's 6,111.  In  1330  it  was  2,565;  1835,  4,203. 

Temperance  reform-  The  Catholic  movement  at 
Philadelphia  is  progressing.  The  Inquirer  says,  that  on 
Sunday  evening,  alter  an  eloquent  appeal  from  the  rev. 
Dr.  Moriarity,  at  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  church,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  persons  took  the  pledge;  and  on 
the  preceding  Sabbath,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pledged 
themselves  to  observe  the  required  rules  of  abstinence — 
making  a total  of  more  than  five  hundred  at  St.  Jo- 
seph’s. 

Tobacco.  Tiie  Baltimore  Price  Current  of  the  7th 
says:  “The  demand  for  all  descriptions  of  Maryland 
tobacco  still  continues  very  animated,  ana  sales  are 
readily  effected  at  about  the  same  prices  as.  ruled  last 
week.  The  sales  comprise  nearly  all  that  readied  the 
market,  so  that  the  stock  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sion agents  is  not  allowed  to  increase.  We  continue  to 
quote  common  ©3  50a$4  50;  middling  to  good  ©5a$6; 
good  ©6  50a  ©8;  and  fine  ©8a©13.  Ohio  has  also  been  in 
brisk  demand,  and  sales  of  upwards  of  300  hhds.  have 
been  made  at  prices  ranging  from  ©5  25a©9,  for  infe- 
rior to  good  and  fine.  Within  the  last  two  ueeks,  not 
less  than  4,000  hhds.  have  been  shipped,  of  which  1,700 
hhds.  are  intended  for  Rotterdam. 

Richmond,  July  4.  Tobacco  has  declined  full  50  cts. 
per  103  lbs.  market  dull,  especially  for  common  io  mid- 
dling leaf.  We  quote  lugs  ©3 1©4;  leaf,  common,  ©4  12 
a ©5  1-2;  middling  ©Ga©7  and  ©7;  good  and  fine  ©8  l-2a 
©11;  exlra  manufacturing  $10a$l0  1-4. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  crop  of  tobacco  in  Virginia 
last  year,  will  reach  40,000  hhds.  the  largest  crop  made 
in  the  state  for  fifty  years  past. 

The  growing  crop  of  tobacco  is  also  most  abundant; 
that  of  Virginia  is  estima  ed  to  be  50,030  hhds.;  ol  Ken- 
tucky nearly  the  same;  and  of  Maryland  and  Ohio, 
about  3-1,000  hhds.  With  so  heavy  a supply,  prices  are 
well  sustained,  the  general  sales  a;  the  inspections  being 
from  ©33-4  to  ©11  per  hundred.  The  small  stock  held 
in  Europe  induces  shippers  to  pay  these  prices. 

[ Farmers'  Register. 

Wool  market.  A Boston  paper  of  the  13th  ultimo 
says:  “The  new  clip  has  not  as  yet  begun  to  come  into 
market  to  any  extent,  nor  do  we  learn  i hat  there  is  any 
movement  amongst  the  growers.  The  woolen  busi- 
ness continues  to  be  in  such  a depressed  state,- that 
manufacturers  are  disposed  to  buy  but  sparingly,  and 
at  low  prices.  More  than  one-half  of  the  woolen  ma- 
chinery in  New  England  is  not  in  operation;  conse- 
quently, there  will  not  be  the  usual  demand  fur  wool 
this  season.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  prices 
quoted  are  for  sales  made  on  the  usual  credit  of  six 
months,  and  when  commissions  and  guaranty  ate  paid, 
which,  witii  interest  and  other  charges,  will  amount  to 
ten  per  cent,  at  least  on  the  cost  ot  the  wool.  About 

10,000  New  South  Walcssheep  skins  with  the  wool  on, 
were  disposed  of,  price  not  transpired.  Prime  or  Saxo- 
ny fleeces,  washed,  lb.  45u43;  American  full  blood, 
washed,  40a45;  do.  3-4  do.  46;  do.  1-2  do.  35a38;  1-4  and 
common  do.  32a34;  Spanish  sheep,  RF and  S;  Smyrna 
do.  washed,  25a30;  do.  unwashed, 12al5;  Bengasi,  do.  9 
alO;  superfine  northern  pulled  lamb,  42a45;  No.  1 do. 
do.  35a40;  2 do.  do.  23a25;  3 do.  do.  18u20. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president — of  Recei- 
vers General  under  the  sub-treasury  act,  approv- 
ed by  the  senate — 

Issac  Hill,  for  Boston. 

Stephen  Allf.n,  for  New  York. 

James R.Pri ngle,  for  Charleston,  S.  C.  (dec’d). 

George  Perris,  lor  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Consul.  The  president  has  recognized  Victor 
de  la  Cova  as  consul  ol  Venezuela,  lor  the  port  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  north  eastern  disputed  territory,  it 
is  said,  contains  7,000,000  of  acres,  twice  as  much 
as  the  whole  state  of  Connecticut. 

H.  Gold  Ropers,  charge  de  affairs  to  Sardinia, 
sailed  for  Liverpool,  in  the  Patrick  Henry,  on  the 
9th  inst. 

The  vice  president.  The  vice  president  has 
been  received  with  every  demonstration  of  respect 
in  various  places  which  he  has  visited  since  leaving 
his  chair  in  the  senate. 

At  New  York  the  Star,  says:  “We  were  much 
pleased  to  see  that  the  reception  of  col.  Johnson, 
vice  president  of  the  United  States,  was  quite  cor- 
dial and  complimentary,  and  without  distinction  of 
party.  The  flags  from  the  whig  liberty  poles  were 
displayed  and  Iroin  the  log  cabins;  and  every  respect 
was  paid  to  the  office  and  to  the  patriotic  citizen, 
who  liad  gallantly  louglit  by  the  side  of  Harrison 
during  the  late  war.  Col.  Johnson  arrived  at  3 
o’clock,  yesterday  at  Castle  Garden,  where  he  was 
received  by  the  military  and  various  civic  societies 
and  escorted  to  the  City  Hall,  and  was  welcomed  by 
the  president  of  (he  hoard  of  aldermen,  alderman 
Purdy,  in  a neat  speech,  to  which,  the  vice  presi- 
dent made  the  following  reply,  which  is  neat  and  in 
good  taste: 

Mr.  President,  and  my  fellow  citizens:  T cannot 
express  to  you  how  much  I leel  gratified  by  the  re- 
ception accorded  me  this  day,  and  accorded  me  by 
you,  sir,  as  the  representative  of  ofie  of  the  most 
important,  intelligent  and  interesting  portions  of 
the  community  of  our  widely  spread  country.  I 
feel,  sir,  how  feeble  any  words  I have  at  command 
Vo l.  VIII — Sig.  2d. 


are  to  express  to  you  my  feelings;  and  it  is  a source 
of  no  small  pleasure  to  me,  to  witness  the  wel- 
come I have  received  from  tny  fellow  citizens — a 
welcome  which,  although  1 am  a western  man,  and 
was  nursed  on  the  hanks  of  the  Ohio,  and  in  the 
pleasant  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  could  not  have 
been  excelled  if  I had  been  born  on  your  own  hap- 
py soil.  I know  that,  humble  individual  as  I am, 
these  have  been  awarded  me  for  the  services  which 
I ain  supposed  to  have  rendered  rny  country.  I do 
not,  sir,  speak  with  affected  humility.  I have 
served  tny  country  when  she  needed  those  services. 
I have  served  my  country  to  the  extent  of  a devot- 
ed heart,  and  with  the  power  of  a feeble  arm.  It 
did  not  behove  me  to  stand  by  and  hear  that  call 
made  in  vain.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  battle 
with  an  enemy  the  most  subtle  and  adroit,  but  I 
cannot  forget  that  I shared  the  perils  of  the  con- 
flict where  a father  was  by  my  side,  and  I could 
not  forget  that  my  vote  had  been  given  for  that  war, 
as  the  last  resort  of  my  country.  When  I reflect- 
ed that  I had  perhaps  brought  upon  the  country 
the  hard  necessities  of  the  case,  it  did  not  behove 
me  to  be  backward  in  the  fight.  I do,  sir,  take 
this  much  to  myself,  I have  served  my  country;  but 
the  merit  of  my  short  military  career  must  be  shar- 
ed with  others.  I never  allow  myself,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  be  complimented  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  ivithout  remembering  the  brave  corps  who 
shared  with  me  the  perils  and  dangers  of  our  com 
mon  cause.  There  were  no  cowards  there; 
and  yet  1 know  iiot  why  I should  speak  ol  this,  lor 
true  courage  is  but  a common  quality  of  an  Ame- 
rican heart.  I have  been  complimented  too  sir,  as 
the  servant  of  the  people,  in  a civil  capacity.  I 
have  so  served  as  their  representative  for  thirty- 
three  years,  without  one  word  of  rebuke  from  my 
constituents,  except  on  an  occasion  when  they  did 
not  understand  ttie  facts  of  the  case.  I have  had 
occasion  to  draw  down  some  opprobrium  by  the 
part  which  I took  in  relation  to  the  petitions  of  a 
large  number  of  persons,  more  than  20,000,  for  the 
stoppage  of  the  mail  upon  the  Sabbath.  1 have 
been  called  an  infidel  and  a heretic,  but  sir,  if  I atn 
not  deseiving  the  name  of  Christian,  I was  at  least 
brought  up  by  Christian  parents,  and  educated  on 
Christian  principles,  and  to  them  I still  look  as  my 
solace  and  rriy  hope.  The  part  which  I then  took 
in  relation  to  that  business  was  dictated  by  a con- 
sciousness of  duty.  The  petitioners  themselves  I 
thought  were  infringing  the  constitution,  which  I 
was  determined  to  maintain  inviolate,  and  because 
I foresaw  that  the  interference  proposed  would 
bring  u3  eventually  to  that  state  in  which  every 
other  intervention  of  the  kind  has  ended,  an  union 
of  religion  with  politics,  and  union  of  church  and 
state.  I do  not  wish,  sir,  to  enter  into  any  ques- 
tion where  party  feeling  may  be  excited,  all  parly 
is  forgotten  here  in  the  congratulations  of  this  hoqr. 

I understand  the  military  are  waiting  to  be  review- 
ed. When  I go  among  my  fellow  citizens,  I gene- 
rally become  so  much  interested  as  scarcely  to 
know  where  to  begin  or  where  to  leave  off.  You 
will  I trust,  sir,  allow  me  to  repeat  my  thanks  for 
tiie  manner  in  which  you  have  tendered  to  ine  the 
hospit alities  of  your  city,  the  great  emporium  of 
intelligence  and  trade,  and  ieciprocating  the  feel- 
ings of  respect — to  retire. 

Afterwards  the  vice  president  reviewed  the 
troops,  retired  to  the  American  hotel,  and  in  the 
evening  visited  the  Bowery  theatre,  and  received 
visits  at  the  City  Hall  this  day. 

Last  evening,  the  colonel  dined  at  the  American 
with  the  common  council.  Gen.  Sanford,  in  mak- 
ing some  public  remarks,  adverted  to  the  useful 
employment  of  the  militia  during  the  late  war.  Col. 
Johnson,  in  reply,  went  over  the  principal  incidents 
ol  the  battle  of  the  Thames  and  the  attack  on 
Proctor’s  division,  and  said,  “when  my  gull/mt  com- 
mander (HARRISON)  gave  the  order  for  a charge, 
I knew  we  could  do  the  business  in  thirty  minutes! 

An  immense  number  of  citizens  of  both  parties 
called  on  the  vice  president  this  morning  at  the 
City -Hail.  This  evening  he  visits  Niblo’s,  Tivoli 
Gardens,  Vauxhall,  &c.  &.e. 

United  States  senate.  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Strange,  the  United  States  senators  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, have  tendered  their  resignations  to  the  go- 
vernor of  that  state,  to  take  effect  at  the  meeting  of- 
[the  next  legislature. 


Commerce  and  navigation  of  the  U.  S.  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  Sept.  30,1839.  The  an- 
nual statement  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  U.  S.  has  just  been  laid  before  congress.  The 

following  summary  is  gathered  from  it: 

Imports  for  the  year  ending  30th 

Sept.  1839,  $162,092,132 

Exports  do.  - 121,023,410 

Imported  in  Ametican  vessels,  143,874,252 

Do.  in  foreign  vessels,  14,217,880 

Of  the  exports,  $103,533,891  were  of  domestic, 
and  $17,494,525  foreign  ai tides.  _ 

Of  domestic  articles,  $82,127,414  were  exported 
in  American  vessels,  and  $21,404,377  in  loreign 
vessels. 

Of  the  foreign  articles,  $12,660,434  were  export- 
ed in  American  vessels,  and  $4,834,091  in  foreign 
vessels. 

American  shipping 


Entered, 

Cleared, 


Foreign  shipping. 


1,491,279  tons. 
1,477,928  tons. 


Entered, 

Cleared, 

Registered  tonnage. 
Enrolled  and  licensed, 
Fishing  vessels. 


625, S14  tons. 
611,839  tons. 
834,244  tons. 
1,153.551 
108,682 


Tons,  2,096,438 

Entered  in  whale  fishing,  131,845  toDS. 

Tonnage  of  shipping  built  in  U.  S. 
Registered,  * 55,064 

Enrolled,  65,992 

Tons,  120,986 

A Pennsylvania  paper  noticing  the  foreign  state- 
ment, observes:  “The  reader  will  be  surprised, 

we  think,  at  the  amount  of  imports,  viz:  162,092,132 
dollars;  exceeding,  notwithstanding  the  low  rate  of 
prices,  the  amount  of  any  preceding  year,  except 
1836.  The  amount  in  the  year  1838  was  113,717.404 
dollars;  in  1837.  140,986,217  dollars;  and  in  1836, 
$189,980,035.  The  amount  of  exports  of  tile  last 
year  is  $121,028,416.  of  which  $17,494,525  con- 
sisted of  foreign  articles.  The  exports  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  amounted  to  $108,486,616,  of  which 
$12,452,795  consisted  of  foreign  articles;  of  1837, 
to  $117,419,376,  of  which  $21,854,962  consisted 
of  loreign  articles;  of  1836,  to  $128,663,040,  in- 
cluding $21,746,360  of  foreign  articles.  The 
amount  of  American  shipping  entered  in  1839, 
was  1,491,279  tons,  compared  wilh  1,302,974  en- 
tered in  1838.  Foreign  shipping  entered  in  1839, 
621,814  tons — in  1838,  592,110  tons.  Ameiican 
shipping  cleared  in  1839,  1,477,928,  and  of  foreign 
611,839;  in  1838,  American  1,408,761,  and  foreign 
604,166  tons.’’ 


Lieut.  A.  E.  Sheras.  The  court  of  inquiry  of 
which  gen.  Scott  was  president,  and  which  met  at 
West  Point  a short  time  since  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  lieut.  A.  E.  Sheras  of  the  4th  artillery, 
have  fully  and  honorably  acquitted  that  officer  and 
express  the  opinion  “founded  on  the  testimony  in 
tiie  case,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  lieut.  S.  at  the 
military  academy,  whether  as  officer  or  gentleman, 
or  as  first  assistant  professor  in  the  department  of 
mathematics,  has  been  exemplary.”  The  president 
has  approved  the  sentence. 

Emigration  of  the  Indians.  It  is  slated  in 
the  Hamilton  U.  C.  Gazette,  t hat,  “about  5,000  In- 
dians have  arrived  from  the  United  States,  and 
have  purchased  from  our  government  a large  block 
of  land  near  London,  and  that  a large  number  more 
will  immediately  follow.  Many  of  them  appear  to 
possess  ample  resources.” 


Mexican  commissions.  Washington,  Monday , 
July  6 th.  Tiie  board  ol  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  conviction  with  Mexico,  to  settle  the 
claims  of  American  citizens  on  the  government  of 
Mexico,  will  meet  to-morrow,  according  to  law. 
The  Mexican  commissioners  will  not  be  in  attend- 
ance. They  have  not  arrived,  and  will  not  be  foith- 
comir.g,  for  reasons  which  I heretofore  alluded  to. 
But,  it  is  presumed  the  commissioners,  on  the  part 
of  tiie  United  States  will  attend,  and  adjourn  from 
time  to  time,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  convention  on 
our  part.  The  umpire  selected  is  the  Prussian  mi- 
nister. 
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The  Mexican  government  agrees,  under  the  trea- 
ty, to  pay  the  claims  by  government  bonds,  which 
bonds  are  to  be  receivable  in  payment  of  duties  at 
the  Mexican  custom  houses.  [Cor.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Sales  or  public  lands.  By  a proclamation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  a public  sale  of 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  Stales,  will  be  held  at 
the  land  office  in  Ionia,  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  on 
the  12th  of  October,  and  another  at  the  same  place 
on  the  26th  of  October. 

A sale  of  public  lands  will  take  place  at  the  land 
office  in  Danville,  Illinois,  on  the  14th  September 
next,  another  at  Chicago,  in  the  same  state,  on  the 
28th  of  the  same  month,  and  another  at  Quincy,  in 
the  same  state,  on  the  12th  of  October. 

At  Burlington,  in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  a public 
sale  of  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  will 
be  held  on  the  12th  day  of  next  October. 

[Eve.  Post. 

Legal  decisions.  In  the  U.  S.  district  court 
on  Monday,  the  lollowing  judgment  was  given  in 
the  case  of  prosecution  for  the  recovery  ot  interest 
from  the  U.  S.  bank,  which  we  copy  from  the  Phila- 
delphia U.  S.  Gazette: 

“As  to  the  notes  which  on  their  face  appear  to  be 
payable  at  — days  subsequent  to  their  date,  the  plain- 
tiffs are  entitled  to  judgment,  under  the  act  of  1835, 
for  the  amount  of  notes,  with  interest  at  the  usual 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  computed  from  the 
day  at  which  the  notes  respectively  came  due. 

“As  to  the  other  notes,  which  are  ordinary  bank 
notes,  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  judgment  for  the 
amount  of  the  notes,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  computed  from  the 
commencement  of  the  suit. 

“The  amount  of  fees  for  notarial  protests  will  be 
included  in  the  judgment  on  notes  payable  to  or- 
der, and  excluded  in  the  case  of  notes  payable  to 
bearer .” 

Writs  of  error  have  been  issued  to  the  supreme 
court,  which  sits  in  December  next. 

This  decision,  the  North  American  remarks,  has 
caused  a good,  deal  of  surprise  in  the  city,  and  given 
rise  to  some  discussion  respecting  the  probability  of 
its  being  sustained  by  the  supreme  court. 

In  the  United  States  district  court,  judge  Heath 
presiding,  the  jury  yesterday  found  a verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  nine- 
teen packages  of  cloths  and  cassimeres,  seized  as  a 
portion  of  the  goods  imported  by  the  Messrs.  Bot- 
tomley,  of  New  York,  with  an  attempt  to  defraud 
the  revenue  by  depreciated  invoices.  The  goods 
thus  foifeited  are  valued  at  upwards  of  $100,000. 
The  case  has  occupied  the  court  and  jury  for  nine 
clays,  and  was  ably  conducted  by  N.  Williams,  esq. 
district  attorney,  general  Howaid,  of  this  city,  and 
John  Cadwallader,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  lor  the 
United  States;  and  by  J.  Meredith  and  St.  George 
W.  Teackle,  esqrs.  for  the  defendant.  [Sun. 

THE  AKMY. 

The  army  of  the  United  States  contains  of  offi- 
cers and  men  12,577,  in  all,  as  lollows:— general 
staff  57,  medical  department  83,  pay  department 
19,  purchasing  department  3,  corps  of  engineers 
43,  corps  of  topographical  engineers  30,  ordnance 
department  322,  two  regiments  of  dragoons  1,498, 
four  regiments  of  artillery  3,020,  eight  regiments 
of  infantry  7,496.  The  tolal  numberof  the  militia 
of  the  United  States  is  about  1.400,000. 

The  examination  at  West  Point.  We  learn  that 
the  board  of  visiters  at  West  Point,  organized  on 
Ihe  9th  ult.  by  the  appointment  of  bishop  Onder- 
donk,  of  New  York,  as  president,  and  professor 
Reed  as  secretary.  The  board  then  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  the  institution,  and  made  in- 
vestigations of  unusual  minuteness.  They  were 
engaged  in  the  work  for  a number  of  days,  and  then 
an  animated  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  character 
ot  the  report.  A portion  of  the  members  were 
anxious  to  introduce  reform,  as  well  in  the  system 
of  education  as  in  the  mode  of  selecting  students. 
They  argued  that  the  existing  system  was  better 
calculated  to  make  civilians  than  soldiers.  They 
also  were  of  opinion  that  some  evidence  of  milita- 
ry talent  should  be  given  on  'the  presentation  of 
candidates,  inasmuch  as  many  of  those  who  now- 
graduate  at  the  institution,  abandon  the  profession 
of  a soldier’s  life,  the  moment  they  can  obtain 
more  profitable  employment.  Thus,  it  was  stated 
that  300  officers,  nearly  all  graduates  of  this  insti- 
tution, had  resigned  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Florida  war.  The  expense  to  the  country, 
therefore,  of  those  who  retain  their  positions  in  the 
army,  is,  under  the  present  regulations,  enormous. 
But  few  of  the  students  have  any  military  taste  in 
the  first  place,  and  the  nature  of  the  studies  is  not 
sufficiently  calculated  to  create  such  a taste.  If,  it 
was  argued,  this  institution  were  conducted  on  the 


proper  plan,  bolh  'as  relates  to  candidates  and  sys- 
tem— but  few  resignations  would  take  place;  and 
thus  the  country,  in  paying  such  an  enormous 
amount  annually,  in  keeping  up  a military  college, 
would  receive  an  adequate  return  in  the  number 
and  character  of  its  officers.  These  proposed  re- 
forms, however,  were  voted  down  by  the  majority 
— and  we  are  told  that  reports  may  be  expected 
from  the  minority  as  well  as  the  majority  of  the 
board.  The  moral  tone  of  the  students  is  of  a 
character  altogether  unexceptionable;  while  the 
professors  are  described  as  admirably  qualified  for 
their  arduous  and  responsible  duties.  The  board 
adjourned  on  the  25th.  [Phil.  Inquirer. 

The  steamer  Chippewa  has  arrived  at  St.  Louis, 
from  Wiskonsin  river,  bringing  gen.  Atkinson  and 
staff,  who  had  succeeded  in  quietly  removing  and 
settlingthe  Winnebagoes  in  their  new  location  west 
of  the  Mississippi.  An  official  communication  from 
governor  Dodge  corroborates  this  agreeable  news. 
From  ihe  correspondent  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Fort  King,  ( E.  F.)  June  26,  1840. 

“Col.  Harney  has  just  arrived  from  an  extensive 
scout,  having  destroyed  a large  quantity  of  corn, 
melons,  &c.  and  captured  Wildcat’s  mother  and 
daughter.  The  most  important  circumstance,  how- 
ever, was  that,  in  this  surprise  and  capture,  he  en- 
abled a negro  to  make  his  escape,  who  was  captured 
ntariy  two  years  since,  w hen  the  crew  of  the  ves- 
sel wrecked  near  New  Smyrna  was  murdered.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  their  bones  were  found 
bleaching  on  the  shore.  The  negro  says  he  is  lroin 
Connecticut.  He  is  a very  intelligent  fellow,  and 
tells  the  tale  of  his  adventure  in  a capital  style.  He 
says  ‘Coacoochee’  and  party  came  to  them  with 
protestations  of  friendship,  and  agreed  to  cross  them 
over  the  river  in  his  boats;  but  at  a certain  signal, 
with  clubs  which  they  piepared  before  their  eyes, 
they  attacked  and  beat  out  the  brains  of  every  white 
being  of  the  party.  He  ran,  but  was  soon  captured. 
They  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  said  “good,  very 
good!”  Since  which  time  they  have  watched  him 
so  closely  that  he  could  not  escape.  He  knows 
their  hiding  places,  and  will  be  of  great  value  as  a 
guide.” 

THE  NAVY. 

The  navy  of  the  U.  States  is  composed  of  65 
vessels  of  war,  as  follows:  11  ships  of  the  line, 
from  74  to  120  guns,  and  1 razee  54  guns — 14  fri- 
gates 1st  class,  44  guns — 2 frigates  2d  class,  36 
guns — 21  sloops  of  war  from  16  to  20  guns — 12 
brigs  and  schooners  from  4 to  10  guns — 2 steam 
ships  and  1 store  ship. 

Grade.  The  order  of  precedence  and  command 
in  a ship  is  as  follows:  1,  captain  or  commander; 
2,  lieutenants,  according  to  the  date  or  number  ot 
their  commissions;  3,  masters;  4,  master’s  mate; 
5,  boatswain;  6,  gunner;  7,  carpenter;  8,  mid- 
shipmen. 

Salutes.  When  the  president  shall  visit  a ship  of 
the  United  States  navy,  he  is  to  be  saluted  with  21 
guns.  Vice  president  19  guns.  Heads  of  depart- 
ments, governors  of  states  and  territories,  and  fo- 
reign ministers  17  guns.  Major  generals  15  guns. 
Brigadier  generals  13  guns.  The  fourth  of  July 
and  the  anniversary  of  Washington’s  birth  day  are 
to  be  celebrated  by  salutes  of  17  guns. 

The  crew  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Lexington,  desirous 
of  testifying  their  regard  fur  their  commander,  cap- 
tain John  H.  Clark,  offered  him  a pair  of  epaulets 
worlh  $100,  and  more  recently  a subscription  of 
$3,500 — both  of  which  he  very  properly  dt dined. 

Pensacola,  June  27.  The  U.  States  ship  Levant, 
capt.  Smoot,  arrived  here  last  Sunday,  21st  June, 
from  a cruise  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  having  visited 
the  ports  of  Campeachy,  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico  and 
Ihe  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  Del  Norte.  The  of- 
ficers and  crew  all  well. 

The  Jrigate  Macedonian  and  sloop  of  war  War- 
ren arrived  at  this  port  on  Monday  evening  last  from 
a cruise,  and  was  to  sail  lor  Boston  on  the  10th  in- 
stant. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Consort,  lieut.  James  Glynn,  com- 
manding, employed  upon  the  surveys  of  southern 
harbors,  three  days  from  Dobay  Inlet,  arrived  at 
Charleston  on  Monday  last,  lor  supplies.  She  will 
return  to  Sopelo,  and  extend  the  survey  of  that  har- 
bor up  to  Southerland  bluff;  from  thence  to  the  sur- 
vey of  Brunswick  harbor. 

The  sloop  of  war  Boston  was  launched  at  Brook- 
lyn navy  yard,  on  Wednesday  last. 

The  U.  States  ship  Decatur,  captain  Ogden,  and 
schooner  Enterprise,  were  at  Rio  Janeiro,  May  27. 

The  United  States  ship  Constitution,  from  Talca- 
huanna  for  Callao,  passed  Valparaiso  a few  days 
previous  to  April  10. 

Capt.  I McKeever.  Messrs.  McCall,  Prevost  and 
Bartlett,  American  merchants  residing  in  Lima,  ad- 
dressed a note  to  captain  Isaac  McKeever,  of  the 
United  States  ship  Falmouth,  previous  to  his  leav- 


ing the  Peruvian  coast,  expressive  of  their  thanks 
for  the  zeal  and  attention  manilested  by  him  in  pro- 
tecting American  commerce  in  that  quarter. 

A letter  from  the  purser  of  the  U.  States  frigate 
Brandywine,  dated  off  Gibraltar,  30th  April,  says: 

• Mr.  Wm.  B.  McCann,  steward  of  this  ship, died 
off  Malaga  on  the  26th  instant.” 

Interesting  work.  A narrative  of  the  recent 
cruise  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Columbia  and  the  cor- 
vette John  Adams,  round  the  world,  will  s^nn  be 
published  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  who  accompanied  the  squadron  as  chaplain. 
These  vessels  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  15th  ultimo, 
after  a cruise  of  rather  more  than  two  years,  and 
during  that  time  they  visited  Arabia,  India,  Ceylon, 
Sumatra,  China,  the  north  and  south  Pacific  islands, 
and  South  America  on  the  east  and  west. 

[ New  York  Star. 

Mediterranean  squadron.  About  a month  since 
we  stated  that  five  or  six  lieutenants  and  the  sur- 
geon of  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  hail  been  sent 
home  by  commodore  Hull,  and  that  they  were  on 
their  way  to  Washington  to  obtain  redress  from  the 
proper  department.  The  principal  charge  against 
them  was  their  unwillingness  to  associate  with  the 
ladies  of  the  commodore’s  family.  We  learn  that 
these  officers  have  received  orders  from  the  proper 
department  to  return  to  the  Mediterranean  and  re- 
sume their  several  commands.  This  decision  will 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  officers  in  future  from 
taking  their  w'ives  and  families  with  them  in  our 
vessels  of  war.  The  practice  we  have  heard  much 
reprobated  by  many  of  the  officers  in  the  navy,  as 
tending  to  relax  the  rigid  discipline  necessary  in 
our  larger  vessels.  \Phila.  North  American. 

Gedney  channel.  Captain  Gedney  has  made  a 
new  survey  of  his  newly  discovered  and  important 
channel,  leading  from  the  Narrows  to  the  sea.  Its 
deplh  proves— if  any  thing,  greater  than  he  had  re- 
presented— and  he  pronounces  that  a three-decker 
may  beat  through  it  with  any  tide,  such  is  its  width. 
There  is  but  one  small  bar,  which  is  of  no  conse- 
quence. The  chart  is  to  be  published  shortly,  by 
older  of  the  government. 

The  United  States  schooner  Flying  Fish,  one  of 
the  exploring  squadron,  was  at  the  Bay  of  Islands 
(New  Zealand ) on  the  15th  day  of  March,  all  well. 
The  brig  Porpoise  is  the  only  vessel  of  the  squadron 
which  has  not  been  heard  from  since  their  cruise  to 
the  southward. 

Punishment  of  fogging.  Fleming  Livingston, 
the 'United  States  seaman  w ho  mutinied  the  se- 
cond time,  after  having  been  pardoned  the  first  of- 
fence, for  which  he  was  condemned  to  death,  has 
been  sentenced,  the  New  York  Herald  says,  by  the 
court  martial,  to  receive  one  hundred  and  twenty 
lashes,  and  that  this  sentence  has  been  approved  by 
the  president. 

The  Antarctic  continent.  Whether  the 
honor  to  be  acquired  by  having  first  discovered  the 
continent  in  the  Antarctic  circle  is  to  be  assigned 
to  the  American  or  to  the  French  exploring  squa- 
dron, would  seem  from  the  following  accounts  to 
be  in  doubt.  We  give  the  articles  upon  the  sub- 
ject as  we  find  them  in  the  journals  before  us, 
without  pretending  to  determine  the  question.  But 
in  the  meantime  another  claimant  is  brought  tor- 
ward  with  pretensions  anterior  to  either  of  them. 
The  New  York  Star  says: 

Palmer’s  land,  discovered  by  and  so  named  after 
capt.  N.  B.  Palmer,  in  1820  ’21  and  ’22,  while 
commanding  the  sloop  Hero  belonging  to  the  com- 
mercial exploring  expedition,  sent  in  1S20  from 
Stonington,  Conn,  and  consisting  of  the  brigs  Fre- 
deric and  Hersilia,  schooners  Express  and  Free 
Gilt,  and  sloop  Hero,  all  under  command  of  capt. 
Benjamin  Pendleton,  an  experienced  whaleman, 
acquires  more  increased  importance.  Though 
many  had  deemed  it  problematical,  as  it  is  in  the 
same  latitude,  though  in  west  longitude,  it  is  no 
doubt  a part  of  the  new  Antarctic  continent  just 
discovered  by  commodore  Wilkes.  Fanning’s 
voyages  contain  an  interesting  account  of  it.  The 
lops  of  the  mountains  were  seen  from  Deception 
island  while  capt.  Pendleton  lay  there,  and  he  de- 
spatched capt.  Palmer  thither  who  met,  at  the 
South  Shetland,  on  his  return,  two  Russian  explor- 
ing vessels,  the  commodore  of  which  gave  the 
name  of  Palmer’s  land  to  it,  as  seen  in  his  official 
chart  to  his  government.  Captain  Palmer  again 
visited  it  in  1821,  ’22,  while  with  Pendleton’s  fleet, 
and  coursed  from  64  to  49  degrees  west  longitude, 
and  in  61  deg.  41m.  south  latitude,  entered  a fins 
strait,  which  he  named  Washington,  and  the  har- 
bor within  Palmer’s  harbor.  The  description  of 
the  country  represents  it  as  dreary  and  frightful  as 
that  of  capt.  Wilkes.  Capt.  Palmer  found  an  im- 
mense wall  of  glaciers  all  along  the  coast,  masses 
of  snow  covering  the  mountains,  and  avalanches 
filling  up  the  valleys,  even  in  all  the  summer  sea- 
son. There  were  abundance  of  the  beautiful  glo's- 
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sy  sea  animal,  which  he  calls  the  sea  leopard,  also, 
the  kinc:  penguin,  gulls,  &c,  but  no_  vegetation  or 
moss,  and  no  seals. 

Exploring  expedilion.  The  Antarctic  continent. 
We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a French 
letter,  containing  a succinct  account  of  the  expedi- 
tion of  the  two  French  corvettes,  the  Astrolabe  and 
Zelee,  under  the  command  of  commodore  D’Ur- 
ville, which,  from  its  length,  and  the  late  hour  at 
which  it  reached  our  office,  we  are  unable  to  give 
in  type  this  week.  Our  readers  will  be  pleased  to 
learn,  that  the  exertions  of  the  French  commodore 
have  been  crowned  with  success.  On  the  evening 
of  the  19th  January,  in  latitude  66  deg.  S.  and 
about  130  deg.  east  longitude,  land  was  descried; 
and  on  the  21st  the  two  corvettes  approached  to 
within  five  or  six  miles,  and  two  boats  crews  put 
off  to  collect  specimens  of  rock  from  a point  which 
was  clear  of  ice.  The  land  is  described  as  stretch- 
ing from  the  south  to  the  W.  S.  W.  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  discern.  Commodore  D’Urville  was  de- 
sirous of  continuing  his  discoveries,  but  was  stop 
ped  on  the  23d  by  a bank  of  ice  stretching  out  from 
the  land  directly  nurth  to  an  immense  distance,  and 
was  consequently  compelled  to  alter  his  course.  The 
following  day  the  vessels  encountered  a most 
rations  gale  of  wind,  during  which  the  Zelee  very 
narrowly  escaped  being  wrecked.  Further  pro- 
gress was  prevented  by  (la  banquise)  which  hin- 
dered any  further  progress  towards  the  south.  Al- 
though not  much  will  have  been  gained  by  this  en- 
terprise in  point  of  utility,  it  will  add  greatly  to 
our  geographical  and  scientific  knowledge.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  living  beings  or  animals 
exist  in  these  cold  and  dreary  regions;  not  even  a 
seal  was  seen,  nor  any  very  useful  kind  of  whale. 
Com.  Dumont  D’Urville  has,  by  this  discovery, 
earned  an  additional  title  to  the  honors  of  his  coun- 
try, distinguished  as  his  name  has  already  been  in 
scientific  navigation.  (The  Astrolabe  and  Zelee 
had  arrived  at  Hobart  Town). 

[ Hobart  Town  Cour. 

In  the  Brooklyn  News  we  find  the  following  ex- 
tracts of  letters  from  the  exploring  squadron: 

Antarctic  circle,  long.  160,  E.  2 0th  Jan.  1840. 

Dear  sir:  Here  we  are  at  last,  surrounded  by 
ice  bergs,  as  high  as  the  “main  truck.”  To-day 
we  crossed  the  Antarctic  circle,  having  sailed  from 
Sidney  on  the  26th  December.  We  have  come 
thus  far  without  any  accident  of  consequence,  or 
meeting  with  any  barrier  of  ice.  There  seern3, 
however,  no  prospect  of  getting  much  farther  in 
this  longitude.  We  are  all  blocked  up  ahead,  and 
we  are  now  steering  west  in  hopes  of  falling  in 
with  an  opening.  I hope,  for  the  honor  of  the 
concern,  we  may  get  farther  south;  but  it  is  too 
cold  to  go  much  farther.  One  thing  is  much  in 
our  lavor — it  is,  as  the  saying  is,  “all  day”  with 
us.  The  sun  set  last  night  at  40  minutes  before  11 
o’clock,  and  rose  thi3  morning  at  10  minutes  be- 

e 2.  Daylight  did  not  of  course  disappear.  At 
meridian,  (noon)  the  sun  appears  about  as  large  as 
a Spanish  dollar,  and  looks  much  like  it  in  color, 
and  its  influence,  w ith  respect  to  heat,  is  felt  as 
much,  and  no  more,  than  if  there  were  a lump  of  ice 
in  its  place.  I want  very  much  to  get  far  enough 
south  to  see  the  sun  the  whole  24  hours  round. 

We  are  now  sailing  up  a kind  of  channel,  both 
sides  or  shores  of  which  are  ice  bergs,  some  from 
two  to  three  hundred  feet  high.  The  entrance  was 
truly  picturesque.  On  our  quarter  are  ice  bergs, 
piled  up  in  all  imaginable  forms,  shapes  and  sizt-s, 
from  10  feet  to  10  miles  long.  Here  comes  one, 
bearing  down  on  us,  in  the  shape  of  a huge,  old, 
isolated  castle,  with  donions  and  pillars  half  fallen 
down  and  tottering;  here  and  there  an  arch  bro- 
ken, or  a breach  effected  by  that  rude  old  warrior, 
Neptune.  Here  we  have  one  entire,  dressed  up  in 
all  the  grand  paraphernalia  in  which  the  novelist 
are  wont  to  dress  up  these  interesting  old  affairs, 
for  the  especial  edification  of  the  young  ladies. 
Here  we  see  a house,  there  a church,  and  in  every 
shape  fancy  could  paint  them. 

31st  January.  This  is  a proud  day  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition.  At  3,  P.  M.  to  our  unspeaka- 
ble satisfaction,  we  heard  the  cry  of  “land  ho!” 
from  the  “crow’s  nest.”  At  sunset,  we  were  near 
enough  to  see  the  rocks  on  the  beach,  backed  by  a 
line  of  mountains,  as  high,  apparently,  as  the 
Andes.-  While  we  were  getting  the  boats  ready 
for  landing,  the  wind  suddenly  flew  round  to  the  N. 
E.  and  blew  a hurricane)  and  of  course  we  hail  to 
“put  out,”  where  we  beat  about  among  the  ice 
bergs  lor  two  days. 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  we  made  the  land  again, 
and  were  a little  more  fortunate  this  time,  and  al- 
lowed to  run  down  the  coast  for  some  30  or  40 
miies,  getting  soundings  in  18  fathoms  water — 
when,  before  we  found  an  opportunity  to  land,  we 
were  obliged  to  put  to  sea  again.  On  the  10th  we 
made  land  again,  in  Ion  100  E.  and  were  more 


fortunate.  On  the  21st,  we  left  for  the  north,  thus 
settling  the  long  agitated  question  of  the  south  con- 
tinent. The  most  sanguine  wishes  of  the  friends 
of  the  exploring  expedition,  will.  I am  confident, 
be  gratified.  To  you  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
describe  what  we  have  suffered  in  this  part  of  our 
voyage — cold,  hunger  and  thirst,  and  plenty  of 
them  all.  This  discovery  will  open  to  our  seal 
fishers  an  unlimited  field  for  their  exertions  and 
laudable  industry.  There  are  enough  seals  here  to 
keep  all  of  them  at  work  until  they  are  tired  of  it. 
McQuarrie’s  island  was  the  last  strong  hold,  and  its 
“habitants”  have  almost  deserted  it. 

Sydney,  1 1 f A March,  1840.  If  we  call  our  coun- 
try good,  this  must  be  bad,  for  in  all  things  it  i3  its 
antipode.  When  the  north  winds  blow,  it  is  hot, 
and  vice  versa — it  is  summer  here  amt  winter  with 
you.  The  barometer  rises  before  bad  weather  and 
falls  before  good — the  swans  are  black  and  the 
eagles  white — the  moles  lay  eggs  and  have  a ducks 
bill — tile  kangaroo  has  claws  on  il3  fore  paws  and 
talons  on  its  hind  legs,  like  a bird,  and  yet  hops 
upon  its  tail — the  birds  have  brooms  in  their  mouths 
instead  of  tongues — the  codfish  are  found  in  the 
rivers  and  the  perch  in  the  sea — the  valleys  are 
cold  and  barren,  and  the  mountain  tops  warm  and 
fertile — the  nettle  is  a tall  tree,  and  the  poplar  a 
diminutive  shrub — the  pears  are  round  and  the 
stem  on  the  broad  end — the  cherry  grows  with  its 
stem  on  the  out-ide — the  fields  are  fenced  with  ma- 
hogany— and  the  poorest  peasant’s  house  is  made 
of  yellow  cedar — the  inartle  tree  is  burnt  for  fuel, 
and  the  birds  are  without  song.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  that  we  shall  be  in  the  United  States  about 
August,  1841,  or  perhaps  by  June  or  July. 

Another  claimant  to  the  new  continent.  Captain 
Bellemy,  of  the  Eliza  Scott,  sealer,  claims  having 
seen  land  in  66  south  latitude,  and  163  east  longi- 
tude, during  a voyage  in  1839. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  the  friends  of  the  admi- 
nistration celebrated  the  4th.  A large  pavilion 
erected  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  with  seats 
rising  above  each  other.  The  seats  were  crowded 
with  spectators,  principally  women  and  children. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  a large 
portion  of  the  seats  gave  way  and  came  to  the 
ground  with  a horrible  crash,  carrying  with  them 
nearly  a thousand  persons.  The  consternation,  the 
screams  of  affright,  and  the  groans  of  pain  inci- 
dent to  such  an  occurrence  may  be  more  easily 
conceived  than  described.  It  fortunately  happen- 
ed that  no  person  was  killed,  but  several  had  their 
limbs  broken,  and  others  were  considerably  bruis- 
ed. Among  those  injured  was  Mrs.  Dearborn, 
wife  of  Stephen  Dearborn,  of  Exeter,  whose  leg 
was  badly  fractured  above  the  ancle. 

VERMONT. 

Whicc  state  convention.  The  convention  which 
met  at  Burlington  on  the  26th  ult.  is  stated  to  have 
consisted  of  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand. 
So  large,  so  respectable,  so  intelligent  an  assem- 
blage of  freemen,  I will  venture  to  say,  never  ho- 
nored the  soil  of  any  town  in  Vermont.  Mr. 
Foote,  of  Rutland,  presided.  He  made  a short 
speech,  and  was  followed  by  Charles  Adams,  ol 
Burlington,  and  Mr.  Upham,  of  Montpelier,  all' 
very  happy.  Then  came  Mr.  Culvur,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  New  York,  who  spoke  an  hour  and 
a quarter,  with  great  effect.  He  was  followed  by 
gen.  Wilson,  of  New  Hampshire;  and  although  the 
multitude  had  been  standing,  crow'ded  together,  lor 
more  than  two  hours,  without  the  shadow  of  a 
shade  to  screen  them  from  the  rays  qf  a meridian 
sun,  he  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention, 
eliciting  frequent  spontaneous  bursts  of  applause, 
for  two  hours  longer.  The  nominatingcommittee, 
consisting  of  the  same  number  from  every  county 
as  the  senators,  thirty  in  the  whole,  presented  the , 
old  ticket  for  governor,  lieutenant  governor  and 
treasurer.  The  committee  was  unanimous,  and 
the  candidates  were  approved  by  acclamation  from 
the  vast  multitude.  Gov.  Crafts  and  judge  Meech 
were  nominated  for  electors  at  large,  and  the  no- 
mination of  the  other  electors  referred  to  the  dis- 
tricts.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Administration  celebration  of  the  4 th  of  July  at  Lex- 
ington. A numerous  assemblage  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  celebrated  the  anniversary  at  Lex- 
ington. Governor  Morton  was  present. 

The  Middlesex  Harrison  celebration  of  the  4 th  of 
July  ut  Concord  was  a splendid  affair.  The  dele- 
gates from  different  towns  had  banners,  music,  log 
cabins,  8tc.  The  great  ball,  14  feet  in  diameter, 
rolled  into  town  by  the  Cambridge  Tippecanoe  club 
excited  universal  remark.  It  had  26  stripes,  and 
revered  revolutionary  names  thereon.  The  proces- 
sion was  escorted  by  four  military  companies  to  the 


battle  ground  of  1775.  Myron  Lawrence,  esq.  of 
Belchertown,  here  delivered  the  oration.  After 
which  6,000  partook  of  refreshments.  Dr.  Bartlett, 
of  Lowell,  presiding.  Gen.  Wil%an,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  among  the  orators. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

A whig  state  convention  for  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  electors  of 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
was  held  at  the  state  house  in  Newport,  on  Friday 
evening  last. 

Lieutenant  governor  Byron  Diman  was  chosen 
president,  and  James  Atkinson,  secretary.  A large 
delegation  was  present,  from  most  of  the  towns  in 
the  state.  A committee  of  five  from  each  county 
was  chosen  to  nominate  candidates  for  electors. 
The  Providence  Journal  states  that — 

While  the  committee  retired,  the  meeting  was 
addressed  by  Martin  Stoddard,  esq.  of  Providence, 
col.  S.  Ames  and  George  Rivers,  esq,  also  of  Pro- 
vidence and  S.  G.  Shearman,  esq.  of  N.  Kings- 
town. 

The  committee  came  in  and  reported  that  they 
had  unanimously  selected  the  following  gentlemen 
as  candidates  for  presidential  electors,  viz:  Nicho- 

las Brown,  of  Providence;  George  Engs,  of  New- 
port; Wager  Weeden,  of  South  Kingstown;  Win. 
Rhodes,  of  Warwick. 

The  Harrison  celebration  of  the  4 th  at  the  Button - 
woods^-a  beautiful  site  on  that  arm  of  the  sea  which- 
Rhode  Island  encircles  like  a girth,  was  the  great- 
est day  ever  seer,  in  that  gallant  little  state.  There 
were  10,000  present  and  the  wide  sheet  of  waters 
swarmed  with  craft  from  the  swift  oared  club  boat 
to  the  proud  steamer.  The  Kentish  guards  and 
Patuxent  artillery  were  also  there.  The  lion.  Win. 
Sprague  presided.  There  was  fine  speaking  and 
joyous  feasting  under  the  shady  trees,  on  one  of 
those  Rhode  Island  banquets  called  a calm  bake  and 
chowder  party.  The  quahogs  were  roasted  to  a 
minute,  and  there  wtre  eighty  heaps  of  them,  at 
each  of  which  the  different  groups  collected,  and 
made  quick  despatch  ol  this  excellent  fare,  and  the 
fixings  of  corn  bread,  cider,  Etc. 

CONNECTICUT. 

A copper  mine.  We  were  shown  several  speci- 
mens of  copper  ore  this  morning,  taken  from  a new- 
ly discovered  mine,  near  Zoar  Bridge,  Fairfield 
county.  It  is  said  to  be  of  a very  pure  quality,  and 
promises  to  be  very  valuable.  It  is  connected  with 
a lime  stone  quarry,  which  furnishes  the  purest 
white  finish  lime.  [New  Haven  Herald. 

NEW  YORK. 

Escape  of  Benjamin  Lett.  This  notorious  offend- 
er, who  was  tried  at  Oswego,  found  guilty  and  con- 
demned to  seven  years  imprisonment  in  the  state 
prison,  for  attempting  to  burn  the  British  steamboat 
Great  Britain,  whilst  in  charge  of  the  sheriffs  on  his 
way  to  prison,  within  four  miles  of  Auburn,  the 
cars  going  at  the  rate  of  20  miles  per  hour,  leaped 
from  the  cars  and  escaped.  The  governor,  who 
was  at  Auburn,  immediately  issued  his  proclama- 
tion, offering  $ 250  dollars  reward  for  his  recovery; 
and  the  sheriff  offered  $100  reward. 

The  plocamation  says  : “Said  Lett  is  about  26 

years  of  age,  about  5 feet  10  inches  high,  light  com- 
plexion, sandy  hair,  gray  e3-es,  of  a stout  and  mus- 
cular frame;  had  on  a blue  cloth  coat  with  a stand- 
ing collar,  a part  of  the  skirt  of  which  was  torn  off 
in  attempting  to  stop  him;  cap  and  shoes  both  lost 
when  he  leaped  from  the  car.” 

On  his  trial,  it  is  stated  that  the  prisoner  main- 
tained a dogged  and  hardened  composure,  and  occa- 
sionally put  on  a sneering  smile.  He  evidently 
expected  great  assistance  from  his  brother ‘patriots’ 
upon  his  defence.  The  principal  witness  against 
him  was  his  accomplice,  Deloe:  Lett’s  four  pistols 
and  Bowie  knife,  with  which  he  w’as  armed  when 
arrested,  were  brought  into  court,  and  looked  like 
the  weapons  of  a highwayman  or  brigand.  Revenge 
for  the  death  of  a relative  on  board  of  the  Caroline, 
and  other  supposed  injuries,  seems  to  have  been  his 
principal  motive. 

Front  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Impudence  unparalleled.  A gentleman  from  the 
north  brought  us  yesterday  the  following  handbill, 
copies  of  which  were  struck  off  and  distributed  with- 
in a very  little  time  after  the  escape  of  that  notori- 
ous scoundrel  Lett. 

“$100  REWARD.” 

Non  est  comattibus  in  swampo. 

Absquatulated,  and  ran  away  from  the  subscriber, 
last  evening,  two  whig  deputy  sherilfs,  whose  real 
names  are  Erie  Poor  and  Stephen  Reid,  late  of  Os- 
wego. They  are  both  about  five  feet  eight  inches 
high,  light  complexion,  and  ol  bold  and  resolute  ap- 
pearance. From  their  continued  habits  of  talking 
about  skunks,  coon  skins,  and  log  cabins,  they  will 
be  readilv  recognised,  and  a more  full  description  is 
therefore  unnecessary.  On  my  way  from  Oswego 
to  Syracuse,  with  the  prisoners,  I found  that  they 


308 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  18,  1480— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


were  armed  with  lour  large  bottles  of  “hard  cider,” 
with  which  they  made  several  desperate  attempts  to 
escape.”  The  prisoners  were  seen  last  at  the  log 
cabin  in  Syracuse. 

Whoever  will  apprehend  said  individuals  and 
lodge  them  in  the  log  cabin,  three  miles  west  of  Os- 
wego village,  so  that  the  former  can  run  for  sheritf 
and  the  latter  lor  coroner,  in  November  next,  shall 
receive  the  above  reward,  or  $50  for  either. 

BENJAMIN  LETT. 

Syracuse  June  27,  1840. 

No'i'A  bene.  The  whig  editors  throughout  the 
state,  will  please  insert  the  above.  B.  L. 

From  the  same  gentleman  we  learn  some  particu- 
lars of  the  escape,  which  tend  to  increase  the  sus- 
picion naturally  awakened  by  the  event  itself.  It 
appears  that  Lett  was  easily  traced  to  his  ow  n house, 
which  was  surrounded  by  some  dozen  individuals, 
all  apparently  very  eager  for  his  recapture;  yet  he 
emerged  from  an  upper  story  window  and  got  clear 
off,  leaving  them  to  guard  his  domicile  at  their  con- 
venience. All  this  time  too  he  still  had  on  the 
“shackles”  with  which  he  was  equipped  after  his 
sentence.  The  next  day  he  went  back  to  his  house; 
got  rid  of  the  shackles,  and  procured  a hat,  and  a 
pair  of  shoes;  making  his  arrangements,  in  short, 
with  a coolness  and  confidence  that  strongly  lead  to 
the  inference  that  he  had  little  fear  of  being  taken. 

Trade.  A New  York  paper  remarks:  “The 
packet  ship3  from  London  and  Liverpool  are  arriv- 
ing with  exceedingly  small  freights;  one  of  our  finest 
packets  has  a freight  list  of  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds.  The  number  of  passengers,  parti- 
cularly steerage,  coming  out,  is  however,  large.” 

New  York  and  Albany  lait  road.  A large  and  re- 
spectable delegation  of  intelligent  farmers  and  cili- 
zens,  residing  on  the  line  of  ttiis  road,  have  arrived 
in  this  city  to  concert  measures  with  our  citizens 
for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  this  important 
work.  Is  it  not  proper  that  our  common  council 
and  citizens  call  a meeting  to  receive  them?  [Star. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

New  Jersey  district  judge.  It  is  stated  that  the 
president  has  nominated  the  lion.  Philemon  Dicker- 
son,  now  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  the  of- 
fice of  United  States  district  judge  for  New  Jersey, 
in  place  of  judge  Russell,  deceased. 

Political.  The  excluded  New  Jersey  represen- 
tatives are  to  be  formally  received  on  their  return 
from  Washington.  The  place  of  reception  is  to  be 
the  Trenton  battle  ground. 

DELAWARE. 

State  convention.  The  whig  delegates  from  the 
several  counties  of  Delaware  assembled  at  Dover  on 
the  30th  ultimo,  and  were  duly  organized  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Manlove  Hays,  of  Kent,  as  president; 
C.  I.  Dupont,  of  New  Castle,  and  Dr.  John  R.  Sud- 
ler,  of  Sussex,  as  vice  presidents;  and  F.  Ferris  and 
B.  Burton,  as  secretaries.  In  the  afternoon  the  con- 
vention proceeded  to  the  nomination  o(  candidates 
for  the  various  offices  to  be  filled  at  the  coming  elec- 
tion, when  the  following  gentlemen  received  the 
unanimous  votes  of  the  convention: 

For  governor — W.  B..  Cooper,  of  Sussex. 

Electors  of  president  and  vice  president — Ben- 
jamin Caulk,  of  Newcastle,  Peter  F.  Causey,  of 
Kent,  Dr.  H.  F.  Hall,  of  Sussex. 

For  congres — George  B.  Rodney. 

A resolution  was  passed,  tendering  the  thanks  of 
the  convention  to  the  lion.  Thomas  Clayton,  their 
able,  active  and  efficient  member  of  tire  U.  States 


senate. 

MARYLAND. 

Frederick  city.  Population  in  1S30  4,427 

“ 1840  5,153 

Increase  731 

White  males  2,020 

“ females  2,130 

Total  whites  4,150 

Colored  free  males  253 
“ “ females  355 

Total  free  colored  608 

In  1830,  there  were  402 

Increase  206 

Male  slaves  173 

Female  do.  214 

- — Total  slaves  387 

In  1830,  there  were  532 

Decrease  145 

Total  colored  population  995 

In  IS30,  there  were  934 

Increase  61 


Washington  county.  The  Van  Buren  county  con- 
vention, which  assembled  in  Hagerstown  on  Satur- 
day last,  nominated  the  following  ticket: 

For  senator— Robert  Wasou. 


For  delegates — John  T.  Mason,  Edward  Garrott, 
Andrew  Rentch,  Samuel  Lyday. 

Population  of  Hagerstown.  The  enumeration  of 
inhabitants  of  Hagerstown,  according  to  the  census 
which  has  just  been  completed,  shows  the  following 
results: 


Free  white  males 

1.464 

“ “ females 

1,574 
3,038 

Free  colored  males 

202 

“ “ females 

246 

448 

Slaves,  males 

93 

“ ' females 

170 

268 

Total  population 

3,754 

Population  in  1830 

3,257 

Increase  in  10  years 

497 

The  increase  of  whites  has  been  400 — increase 

free  colored  179 — and  decrease  of 

slaves,  82. 

Population  of  Funkstown. 

White  males 

248 

“ females 

269 

517 

Free  colored  males 

7 

“ “ females 

21 

28 

Slaves,  males 

20 

“ females 

17 

37 

Total  population 

582 

Being  39  less  than  in  1830. 

[Mail. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company.  J.  P.  Ing 

esq.  having  resigned  his  office  as  clerk  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  company,  Thomas  Turner, 
esq.  of  Georgelown,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

The  office  of  the  company  is  to  be  removed  to 
Frederick  city  on  the  first  of  August  next. 

The  company  will  miss  the  services  of  Mr.  Ingle 
much,  especially  if  it  is  intended,  as  some  suppose, 
to  force  also  the  other  experienced  officers  of  the 
company  out  of  its  service.  [Nat.  Intel. 

In  the  case  of  Robert  Jackson,  convicted  last 
week  of  returning  to  the  state  in  violation  of  a con- 
dition of  his  pardon  and  release  from  the  penitenti- 
ary, the  court  have  reconsidered  the  sentence  then 
delivered  by  which  he  was  ordered  to  serve  the  re- 
sidue of  his  term,  which  would  expire  in  1845,  and 
have  annulled  the  same,  and  sentenced  him  to  im- 
prisonment in  the  penitentiary,  there  to  be  kept  at 
hard  labor  until  the  30th  of  August,  1841,  and  then 
to  be  discharged.  [Sun. 

Jail  brokeT  seven  prisoners  escaped.’!  At  three 
o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  seven  prisoners  con- 
fined in  the  jail  in  this  city,  succeeded  in  making 
(heir  escape.  A plan  had  been  arranged  by  a num- 
ber of  the  prisoners,  to  effect  their  escape,  which 
was  to  have  been  executed  at  11  o’clock  on  Wed- 
nesday night,  but  some  of  them  refused  to  unite  in 
it,  for  which  reason  it  wa3  not  effected  till  the  above 
hour.  By  removing  the  brick  in  the  fire  places, 
they  made  their  way  through  from  room  No.  1 to  2, 
thence  by  the  same  means  to  numbers,  and  from  that 
room  through  a wall  3 feet  in  thickness,  to  the  yard. 
Eleven  of  them  succeeded  in  gaining  the  yard,  four 
of  whom  were  captured.  Of  these,  two  were  blacks, 
who  mistook  the  wall  enclosing  the  penitentiary  for 
that  of  the  jail,  and  were  arrested  by  the  guard  in 
attempting  to  scale  it.  Thomas  Counsel,  in  a simi- 
lar attempt,  fell  and  broke  some  of  his  ribs,  and  ano- 
ther named  Edward  Campbell  was  caught  before 
he  could  make  the  attempt,  by  one  of  the  wardens 
who  made  the  discovery.  Those  who  escaped, suc- 
ceeded in  scaling  the  wall  by  means  of  their  blan- 
kets, prepared  in  some  way  to  serve  the  purpose  of 
climbing.  Their  names  aie:  captain  James  Wilson, 
confined  for  passing  counterfeit  money;  Charles  Da- 
vis, alias  Allen,  on  a charge  of  felony;  and  Edward 
Ryan,  for  stealing  a watch,  chain  and  key.  These 
were  white  men,  who  had  removed  their  cases  in 
the  ordinary  way;  and  to  make  the  removal  more 
effectual,  they  removed  their  bodies  from  the  jail,  in 
an  extraordinary  manner.  The  other  fugitives  are 
blacks:  Peter  Rawlings,  confined  on  a charge  of  fe- 
lony; Daniel  Wiliams,  do.  William  Hutchings  and 
Michael  Fields,  convicts.  There  were  twenty-four 
prisoners  in  the  rooms  at  the  time;  among  whom 
were  Nicholson  and  Potee,  charged  with  the  mur- 
der of  Laughlin,  and  were  to  have  been  brought  to 
trial  on  the  day  following,  but  they  refused  to  join 
in  the  attempt  to  escape,  or  avail  themselves  of  the 
openings  made  by  the  others.  Up  to  the  time  of  go- 
ing to  press,  none  of  them  had  been  retaken. 

[Balt.  Sun , July  10. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  of  Virginia.  The  stockholders  convened 
on  the  1st  inst. according  to  a call  from  the  presi- 
dent and  direclors.  The  president  presented  an 


address  to  the  meeting,  and  submitted  a system  of 
by-laws  prepared  by  order  of  a former  meeting. 
Both  the  address  and  the  by-laws  were  referred  to 
committees.  The  latter  were  adopted  with  a lew 
amendments.  A report  was  made  on  the  president’s 
addre.-s,  containing  the  state  of  the  aff'aiis  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  concluding  with  a resolution  recom- 
mending that  all  the  officers  of  the  mother  bank 
(except  the  president  and  directors)  should  resign, 
which  was  substituted  by  a resolution  that  the  pre- 
sident be  requested  to  resign.  This  was  negatived, 
ayes  436,  noes  2,480.  The  resolution  recommend- 
ing the  resignation  of  the  other  officers  was  then 
adopted,  ayes  2,325,  noes  479,  and  is  in  the  following 
words: 

“ Resolved , That,  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  bank,  the  several  officers  of  the  mother  bank 
be  requested  to  resign  their  offices  to  the  president 
and  directors,  who  are  authorised  to  accept  the  same 
at  such  times  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  interests 
of  the  bank,  and  to  proceed  to  re-appoint  the  same 
officers,  or  other  persons  in  their  places,  as  to  them 
may  seem  expedient  under  the  system  of  by-laws 
this  day  adopted  by  the  stockholders.” 

W.  B.  Dabney,  the  late  teller  of  the  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, has  been  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  30,009 
dollars,  for  bis  appearance  to  answer  charges  against 
him  relative  to  the  embezzlement  of  the  funds  of 
that  bank. 

Richmond  improvements.  Three  handsome  new 
churches  are  going  up  in  Richmond— two  Baptist 
and  one  Methodist. 

The  bank  of  the  Valley,  in  Virginia,  has  declared 
a half  yearly  dividend  of  three  per  cent,  on  the  old 
and  2|  per  cent,  on  the  new  stock. 

Capt.  Hawkins,  formerly  of  the  packet  schooner 
Thaddeus,  who  was  tried  at  the  March  term  on  air 
indictment  for  concealing  a slave  on  board  his  vessel, 
bound  to  New  York,  has  been  dismissed  at  the  pre- 
sent term  on  a second  indictment,  lor  carrying  off 
said  slave.  Capt.  H.  has  been  in  jail  since  the  19th 
of  August  last.  Since  the  passage  of  the  late  law 
of  New  York  in  regard  to  runaway  slaves,  it  behoves 
the  south  to  be  doubly  vigilant,  arid  to  enforce  her 
laws  in  the  strictest  manner  against  all  who  shall 
be  found  guilty  of  the  offence.  [Norfolk  Beacon. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Resignation.  The  resignations  of  Bedford  Brown 
and  Robert  Strange,  members  of  the  United  States 
senate,  from  North  Carolina,  addressed  to  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  that  state,  are  published  in  the  Ra- 
leigh Rpgister  of  July  8.  At  the  last  session  ol  the 
North  Carolina  legislature,  certain  resolutionswere 
passed  disapproving  of  the  measures  of  the  general 
government,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
course  pursued  by  their  senators  in  congress  was 
not  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  people. — 
No  formal  instructions  were  inserted  in  the  resolu- 
tions, nor  were  the  senators  directly  called  upon  to 
resign  their  trusts.  They  have,  however,  surren- 
dered their  offices,  not  in  obedience  to  the  principle 
ol  instruction  which  both  of  them  acknowledged, 
but  that  their  constituents  may  have  the  opportuni- 
ty of  passing  judgment  upon  their  political  princi- 
ples and  conduct.  [Evening  Post. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Congressional  candidates.  Judge  O’Neall  lias  de- 
clared  that  he  will  not  be  a candidate  lor  congress  in 
the  district  now  represented  by  gen.  Griffin,  who 
declines  a re-election.  There  are  three  candidates, 
Jas.  H.  Irby,  ofLaurens,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  of  New- 
berry, and  S.  G.  Barkley,  of  Fairfield. 

[Pendleton  Messenger. 

The  hon.  James  R.  Pringle,  who  for  the  last  twen- 
ty ypars  has  been  collector  of  the  port  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  was  attacked  by  apoplexy  on  the  10th 
and  died  on  thb  11th  instant.  The  day  before  his 
death  he  forwarded  on  his  resignation  as  collector, 
and  on  the  day  of  his  death  the  mail  brought  his  ap- 
pointment as  receiver  of  public  moneys  under  the 
new  sub-treasury  bill.  The  flags  of  the  shipping  in 
Charleston  harbor  were  hoisted  half-mast  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  death.  The  Charleston  Mercury  of 
the  13th  alluding  to  the  deceased  says,  “Mr.  Prin- 
gle’s death  is  a loss  to  the  government,  to  the  city 
and  state.  He  had  discharged  the  duties  of  the  col- 
lectorship  for  about  twenty  years,  with  eminent  in- 
tegrity, punctuality  and  correctness.  He  has  also 
filled  with  usefulness  and  dignity  the  stations  of 
mayor  of  our  city,  and  president  of  the  state  seryite; 
and  has  always  maintained  a spotless  character  as 
a gentleman  and  a man,  in  private  and  in  public. — 
Frank,  magnanimous  and  chivalrous,  there  was  no 
man  in  Charleston  who  could  be  pointed  to  in  pre- 
ference as  the  model  ol  a Carolina  gentleman  ol  the 
old  school.” 

Jppoinlment.  We  learn  that  our  fellow  citizen, 
Dr.  Joseph  Johnson,  has  received  the  appointment 
of  the  collector  for  this  port — the  late  collector  hav- 
ing been  appointed  receiver.  [Charleston  Mer. 
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GEORGIA. 

Execution.  Five  negroes  concerned  in  the  mur- 
der of  Mr.  Alexander  Atkinson,  were  executed  on 
the  6 hot’ July  on  the  plantation  of  the  deceased, 
near  Brunswick,  Georgia,  where  the  murder  was 
committed. 

ALABAMA. 

Important  decision.  The  Selma  Free  Press  an- 
nounces that  the  supreme  court  of  Alabama  has  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  “Real 
Estate  bank  of  south  Alabama.”  The  unconstitu- 
tionality of  the  institution  was  pleaded  by  its  debtors 
in  barof  some  actions  brought  to  recover  notes  which 
it  had  discounted,  and  the  plea  was  sustained  by  the 
circuit  court.  The  judges  have  unanimously  revers- 
ed this  decision,  and  pronounced  the  late  law  ol  the 
legislature  against  this  and  similar  institutions  to  be 
unconstitutional  and  void. 

Florence  bridge  completed.  Florence , (Alabama), 
June  27.  We  have  toe  pleasure  to  inform  the  pub- 
lic, at  home  and  abroad,  that  the  bridge  over  the 
Tennessee  river  at  this  place  is  now  entirely  finished, 
and  ready  for  travelling  of  every  description. 

Situated  on  the  great  highway  of  travel,  moving, 
&c.  between  north  and  south,  the  public  convem- 
*”  6006  of  this  bridge  will  be  apparent  to  all  at  a 
glance.  Indeed,  it  is  justly  looked  upon,  in  point 
of  utility  and  importance,  as  one  ot  the  leading  pub- 
lic works  in  the  southwest.  The  bridge  has  two 

fiassages.  each  13  feet  in  width;  is  2,100  feet  in 
engtii;  supported  by  two  abutments  and  eight  piers 
of  massive  rock  masonry,  bound  together  by  strong 
iron  bars  every  eight  feet  rise,  and  are  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty  feet  high  above  the  surface  of  low  wa- 
ter. The  supersti  ucture  is  upon  the  Burr  plan, 
improved,  and  forms  the  strongest  possible  combi- 
nation of  materials  that  can  be  conceived. 

The  bridge  company  deserve  high  praise  for  pro- 
secuting this  undertaking  to  completion,  through 
the  exireme  difficulties  of  the  times  ever  since  its 
commencement  in  1837.  Their  outlay,  we  are  in- 
formed, exceeds  $150,000— a very  large  sum  to  be 
paid  by  the  citizens  of  Florence  under  the  extraor- 
dinary pressure  during  the  three  years  of  operations. 

[ Enquirer . 

Whig  convention.  More  than  1,000  delegates  at- 
tended the  Alabama  state  whig  convention  at  Tus- 
caloosa, June  3d.  Hundreds  of  ladies  graced  the 
galleries.  The  lion.  Jno.  S.  Hunter,  of  Lowndes, 
was  chosen  president,  and  the  following  ticket  was 
nominated  for  presidential  electors:  AthurF.  Hop- 
kins, James  Abercrombie,  John  Gayle,  Henry  W. 
Hill  iard,  Thomas  Williams,  Harry  J.  Thornton, 
N.cholas  Davis. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Judicial  decision.  The  Canton  (Miss.)  Advocate 
stales  that  judge  Nicholson  decided,  at  the  late  term 
of  the  Madison  court,  that  “the  charter  of  a bank 
could  not  be  attached  collaterally,  and  that  the  non- 
'■1*  compliance  of  a bank  with  the  provisions  of  its 
charter  could  not  be  given  in  evidence  to  defeat  a 
recovery  upon  a note  given  to  such  a bank.” 

The  Tombigby  bank.  Mississippi,  affords  arnp le 
illustration  of  the  iniquities  to  which  the  whole 
banking  system  is  liable.  It  was  proved,  on  an  ex 
animation  by  a legislative  committee,  that  the  bank 
officers  had  borrowed  most  of  the  capital,  the  bank 
kept  false  books,  the  issues  were  not  made  upon 
capital  paid  in,  but  upon  the  debts  of  the  directors, 
the  president  had  put  $911,000  in  bills  in  circulation 
without  registering  them  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  cashier.  [Balt.  ilep. 

> Mississippi  Union  bank.  The  following  informa- 
tion respecting  the  concerns  of  this  institution  is 
given  in  the  New, Orleans  Bee  of  the  15th  ult. 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  stockholders  of 
this  institution  were  lately  convened  at  the  mother 
bank  at  Jackson,  and  at  the  different  branches,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  course  to  be  pursued  in 
relation  to  future  business — it  being  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  $10  bills  of  the 
bank  on  the  1st  July,  in  order  to  preserve  its  char- 
ter. 

We  have  not  heard  what  transpired  at  any  of  the 
branches;  but  we  have  been  assured  that  the  stock- 
holders assembled  at  the  mother  bank,  resolved,  al- 
most unanimously,  that  no  more  of  the  state  bonds 
should  be  used — that  so  tar  as  the  stockholders  are 
concerned  the  bonds  be  returned  to  the  state,  and 
that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  to  cancel  indivi- 
dual mortgages;  and  that  the  whole  matter  be  sub 
initted  to  the  legislature,  ivitti  a view  to  the  bank’s 
being  made  a state  institution  and  put  in  liquidation. 

The  only  means  the  bank  has  on  hand,  are  the 
state  bonds,  $170,000  in  specie,  and  bills  receiva- 
ble which  are  made  payable  by  law  in  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  bank  at  par. 

The  whole  amount  of  specie  will  be  used  up  in 
paying  the  interest  due  the  1st  of  November  on 
bonds  already  sold,  the  salaries  of  officers  and  the 
expenses  of  conducting  the  institution. 


Effects  of  the  Natchez  tornado.  Dr.  Tooley  has 
published,  in  the  Natchez  papers  some  striking  facts 
observed  during  the  dreadful  storm  in  that  city. 
The  external  rarefication  of  the  atmosphere  wa3  so 
great  and  rapid,  that  several  homes  exploded  from 
the  pressure  of  the  air  within.  The  leaves  and  buds 
of  plants  were  seared,  many  of  them  having  their 
vitality  destroyed,  and  the  growth  of  others  so  much 
suspended  that  they  did  not  revive  for  eight  or  ten 
days  alter.  The  latter  effects  are  accounted  for  by 
the  great  influence  exerted  ori  the  absorption  ol 
plants  from  the  sudden  rarefaction  of  the  air.  They 
are  peculiar  to  tornadoes,  but  are  seldom  observed 
to  produce  so  marked  an  effect  as  is  above  stated. 

[N.  Y.  Sun. 

LOUISIANA. 

St.  Louis  exchange.  This  noble  building  is  again 
rising  from  its  ruins.  The  rubbish  has  been  all  clear- 
ed away,  and  the  rebuilding  goes  briskly  on. 

[N.  O.  Pic. 

Public  execution.  A crowd  of  4,000  people — in- 
cluding many  females!  assembled  in  New  Orleans 
on  the  2nd  inst.  in  (rout  of  the' parish  prison  to  enjoy 
the  execution  of  a lost  fellow  creature  named  James 
B.  Mellen — who  was  hung  under  the  sentence  of 
the  law,  being  attended  by  Mr.  Twitchell,  a Pres- 
byterian clergyman. 

The  American  of  the  next  day  says:  “The  shouts 
of  laughter  and  ribald  jest  indulged  in  by  the  wit- 
nesses of  these  scenes,  evince  the  existence  of  no 
feeling  but  that  of  brutal  enjoyment  in  the  last  suf- 
ferings of  a fellow  mortal.” 

ARKANSAS. 

Red  river  raft.  The  last  account  states  that  a 
channel  has  been  cut  through  the  raft,  so  as  to  per- 
mit the  passage  of  any  of  the  boats.  Red  river  is 
very  low.  Many  of  the  residents  believe  they  have 
not  yet  had  the  spring  rise,  and  that  should  it  come 
down,  the  raft  will  again  close.  The  plantations 
are  ail  clear  of  water,  and  it  is  said  there  is  consi- 
derable, sickness  from  ague  and  bilious  fever. 

Coal.  The  specimen  of  coal  thought  to  be  an- 
thracite, sent  to  us  a short  time  since  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  mine  from  Arkansas,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  Dr.  Host,  who  has  given  the  following 
account  of  it: 

Thespecimen  of  coal  sent  from  Arkansas,  proves 
on  examination,  to  be  lignite,  according  to  profes- 
sor Cleveland,  the  brittle  ligirtte  and  the  2d  variety 
of  the  species. 

It  is  sometimes  found  in  horizontal  beds  of  con- 
siderable magnitude;  and  occurs  in  alluvial  earth, 
composed  of  sand,  argilaceous  marl,  &c.  or  is  con- 
nected with  sandstone,  basalt,  &c. 

It  is  not  used  in  the  forge,  but  may  be  employed 
for  burning  lime,  &c.  It  is  not  used  for  fuel  in 
grates,  on  account  of  the  disagreeable  odor  it 
emits.  Wm.  P.  Host,  M.  D. 

Assa'r  U.  S.  branch  mint,  N.  O. 

New  Orleans,  15 lh  June,  1840. 

KENTUCKY1. 

The  medical  institute  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
has  204  students. 

Candidates.  John  B.  Helm,  esq.  of  Bow-ling 
Green,  Warren  county,  has  been  nominated  by  the 
administration  party  as  their  candidate  for  lieutenant 
governor  of  Kentucky. 

Paroquet  Springs , Salt  river,  Kentucky,  promise 
to  become  one  of  the  most  favorite  and  iashionable 
watering  places  in  the  state,  according  to  the  Louis- 
ville News  Letter.  They  are  only  a few  miles 
from  Louisville,  and  were  opened  in  1838.  They 
now  present  a beautiful  arrangement  of  buildings 
and  pleasure  grounds,  in  the  midst  of  the  forest 
lawns  which  adorn  that  famous  stream,  which  has 
acquired  an  ill  repute  by  the  frequent  jocose  re- 
ference to  it  as  a sort  of  limbo  for  broken  down 
politicians.  Far  from  being  a dismal  place,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  romantic  spots  in  Kentucky,  and 
broken  down  constitutions,  whether  from  political 
disappointment  or  otherwise,  may  here  obtain 
great  relief,  and  enjoy  a row  “up  Salt  river,”  to 
their  heart’s  content,  and  regale  on  the  fine  fish  of 
its  pure  waters,  or  the  game  which  abounds  in  its 
woods.  Professor  Yandell  has  furnished  this  ac- 
count of  the  valuable  ingredients  of  the  springs: 

“The- spring  in  most  general  use  belongs  to  the 
class  of  saline-sulphur  waters,  and  possesses  the 
pioperties  of  the  famous  Harrowgate,  of  England. 
It  contains  a large  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydro, 
gen  gas.  some  carbonic  acid,  much  muriate  of  soda, 
smaller  quantities  of  the  muriates  of  lime  and  mag- 
nesia, with  traces  of  sulphates  of  soda,  magnesia 
and  lime,  and  carbonates  of  the  same — most  of 
which  ingredients  are  well  known  to  be  medicinal.” 

OHIO. 

Convicts  escaped.  It  is  stated  in  the  Columbus 
(Ohio)  Journal,  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1 9th 
inst.  the  convicts  employed  in  a brick  yard,  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  city,  made  a rush  upon  one  of  the 
guards,  whose  arms  had  been  previously  secured  by 


their  leader,  and  six  of  them  succeeded  in  making 
thpir  escape.  Of  these,  three  were  afterwards  re- 
taken, but  the  remaining  three  were  still  at  large. 

Canal  commerce.  Collector's  office,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  June  2,  1840.  The  amount  of  propeity  on 
which  toll  is  charged  by  weight,  that  arrived  at 
Cleveland  by  way  of  the  canal,  during  the  past 
month,  is  39,823,263  lbs. 

During  the  month  of  June  Iastyear31, 216,818  lbs. 

The  following  are  the  chief  articles  that  arrived 
during  the  month,  viz: 

295,591  bushels  whpat;  17,897  do.  corn;  31,793 
do.  mineral  coal;  67,303  bbls.  flour;  4,463  do.  pork; 
938  do.  whiskey;  188,016  pounds  bacon;  58,009  do. 
lard;  34,068  do.  butter;  363  hhds.  tobacco.  124,854 
staves  and  heading;  404  cords  wood. 

The  amount  of  property  on  which  toll  is  charg- 
ed by  weight,  that  was  cleared  from  Cleveland  by 
way  of  the  canal,  during  the  past  month  is 

2,831,259  lbs. 

During  the  month  of  June  last  year  8,614,666  lbs. 

The  following  are  the  chief  articles  cleared  dur- 
ing the  month,  viz: 

2,662  barrels  salt;  1,706  lake  fish;  788,716  pounds 
of  merchandise;  173,233  do.  furniture;  129,636  do. 
gypsum;  213,246  feet  lumber;  497  M shingles. 

So  far  as  the  nominations  have  been  made  the 
following  are  the  whig  candidates  for  congress  in 
Ohio: 

1st  district,  N.  G.  Pendleton;  2d  do.  L.  D.  Camp- 
bell; 3d  do.  P.  G.  Goode;  4th  do.  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row; 6th  do.  Calvery  Morris;  7th  do.  William  Rus- 
sell; 8th  do.  Joseph  Ridgeway;  9th  do.  George 
Sanderson;  11th  do.  B.  S.  Cowan. 

William  D.  Gallagher,  esq.  of  Cincinnati,  favor- 
ably and  extensively  known  as  an  elegant  writer, 
is  engaged  in  writing  the  life  of  the  late  Charles 
Hammond,  esq.  for  a quarter  of  a century  previous 
to  his  death  the  editor  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

The  cross  cut  canal,  from  the  main  Ohio  canal, 
near  Cleveland,  to  Beaver,  on  the  Ohio  river,  a 
little  below  Pittsburg,  and  which  the  Pennsylva- 
nians believed  would  divert  a large  portion  of  the 
lake  trade  to  them,  is  now  completed  and  in  full 
operation,  and  has  an  effect  directly  the  reverse;  so 
that  even  the  north  eastern  counties  of  Ohio,  on 
the  river  between  Pittsburg  and  Portsmouth,  are 
actually  sending  their  produce  and  flour  up  the 
canal  to  Lake  Erie,  and  thence  to  Buffalo  and  N. 
York.  Flour  thus  from  Steubenville  to  N.  York, 
costs  but  $1  S7£  freight  per  bbl.  [W.  Y.  Star. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  young  men's  convention  and  old  soldier's  meet- 
ing in  Springfield,  Illinois,  continued  in  session 
three  days,  and  was  a splendid  affair.  There  were 
5,000  regular  delegates  counted  as  in  attendance; 
and  it  is  supposed  there  were  at  least  5,000  more  at 
the  convention  who  went  on  their  own  hook.  Gov. 
A.  M.  Jenkins  was  president,  and  there  were  46 
vice  presidents  and  13  secretaries.  The  conven- 
tion, throughout,  was  conducted  with  that  decorum 
and  propriety  which  befitted  the  occasion,  and  ex- 
torted the  admiration  of  all  parties.  An  eye  wit- 
ness assures  us  that  every  delegate  to  that  great 
gathering  of  the  people  seemed  animated  with  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  triumph  of  Harrison 
and  reform  at  the  approaching  elections  in  that 
state.  Many  of  the  speeches  were  distinguised  for 
energy  and  eloquence;  and  we  learn  that  one  from 
our  townsmen,  judge  Huntington,  was  peculiarly 
tiappy,  and  was  frequently  interrupted  with  shouts 
of  applause.  The  convention  adjourned  on  the 
4th. 

MISSOURI. 

A family  consisting  of  nine  persons  by  the  name 
of  Holbrook,  from  Missouri,  on  their  way  to  Texas, 
were  all  drowned  at  Natchez  on  the  day  of  the  tor- 
nado. 

Mammoth  bones.  The  enterpising  proprietor  of  the 
St.  Lou  s museum  has  returned  tolliat  cily  from  an 
exploring  trip  up  the  Missouri,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  collected  20  boxes  of  mammoth  bones.  He 
brought  with  him  two  perfect  skeletons,  one  of  which 
is  said  to  be  the  largest  ever  lound,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part.  It  is  said  to  be  eighteen  feet  high;  the  cir- 
cumference ot  the  thigh  bone  being  42  inches.  They 
were  found  about  100  miles  from  Boonville,  on  a 
stream  called  Shoal  creek. 

Missouri  hemp.  The  Maysville  Eagle,  of  Wed- 
nesday last,  states,  that  fifty  tons  of  Missouri  hemp 
for  the  Maysville  bagging  factory  was  landed  at  the 
wharf  the  day  before. 

St.  Louis,  June  29.  The  Mississippi  is  rising  quite 
fast  at  this  place.  It  comes  from  the  Missouri.  The 
last  boat  from  Prairie  du  Chien  reports  a rise  in  the  - 
St.  Croix,  and  other  streams,  which  would  probably 
increase  the  water  on  the  rapids  six  or  eight  inches. 

[Era. 

At  St.  Louis,  on  the  30th  nit.  $30,000  worth  of 
dry  goods  were  sold  at  auction. 
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Missouri  tobacco.  The  St.  Louis  New  Era  says  this 
staple  will  doubtless  soon  become  one  of  the  richest 
of  that  state,  the  s.iil  is  so  well  adapted  and  the 
quality  raised  in  such  high  credit  abroad  and  at 
lioine.  A great  number  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
planters  have  emigrated  to  Missouri,  and  thus  the 
culture  of  tobacco  will  advance  rapidly  under  their 
skill  and  experience.  The  editor  recommends  to- 
bacco warehouses,  inspectors,  &c.  be  appointed  by 
the  legislature. 

Copper.  New  and  important  discoveries  of  cop- 
per ore  have  been  made  upon  the  Cunent  liver,  in 
Missouri,  a few  miles  from  the  old  mines,  at  a dis- 
tance of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth.  It  is  said  to  be  found  in  a solid 
body. 

Three  hundred  and  forty  Germans,  from  Darm- 
stadt, arrived  at  St.  Louis,  recently,  in  the  steamer, 
Vandalia,  from  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Davis,  the  proprietor  of  the  St.  Louis 
Argus,  who  was  assaulted  and  beaten  by  W.  P. 
Darnes  of  the  same  town,  died  of  his  hurts  on  8th 
June,  was  a nephew  ol  senator  Davis,  of  Massachu- 
setts. Referring  to  the  affray  and  its  fatal  result, 
the  Philadelphia  Sentinel  remarks: — This  sad  affair 
administers  a solemn  warning  to  young  men,  to 
guard  against  that  spirit  of  violence,  to  which,  in 
exciting  times,  they  are  prone  to  surrender  them- 
selves. Between  the  language  of  passion  and  the 
crime  of  murder,  there  is  often  but  asingle  step,  and 
many  a man  has  unexpectedly  found  himself  marked 
with  blood  spots,  which  no  tears  can  ever  wash  out. 

Fur  trade.  _St.  Louis,  June  20.  A Mackinaw 
boat  belonging  to  the  American  Fur  company  arriv- 
ed yesterday  from  the  Upper  Missouri,  laden  with 
robes.  This  boat  reports  that  another  of  the  com- 
pany’s boats  was  sunk,  a few  days  since,  and  only 
eivht  hundred,  out  of  twenty-five  hundred  buffalo 
roDes  were  saved.  The  boat  struck  a snag,  about 
five  hundred  miles  above  this  place.  The  cargo  was 
insured. 

MICHIGAN. 

Wheat  in  Michigan.  On  Door  prairie  alone  there 
are  33,000  acres  sown  with  wheat,  1,800  of  which 
belong  to  one  person. 

WISKONSIN. 

Wiskonsin  wheal.  A late  number  of  the  Wis- 
lronsin  Enquirer  says:  “The  crop  of  wheat  last 
year,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  on  the  ground, 
was  astonishingly  large,  and  the  prospects  at  pre- 
sent are  that  it  will  be  even  greater  this  year  than 
it  was  last.  From  every  part  of  the  territory  the 
wheat  harvest  promises  to  be  most  abundant.’’ 

FLORIDA. 

A train  of  wagons  passing  from  Fort  Fanning  to 
Fort  McCrabh,  was  fired  on  by  a party  of  Indians 
on  the  29th  u It.  A detachment  of  regulars  started 
in  pursuit  with  strong  hopes  ol'  overtaking  them. 

The  St.  Augustine  News  of  the  26th  ultimo 
says  that  an  Indian  squaw  and  two  warriors  had 
gone  into  the  camp  at  Wahoo  swamp,  and  promis 
ed  to  bring  in  thirty  warriors  and  their  families  in 
a few  days.  A squaw  and  a negro  who  can  read 
and  write  were  lately  taken  near  the  fort  at  Black 
creek.  The  latter  says  that  the  Indians  are  regu- 
larly fn  rnished  with  amunition  and  the  St.  Augus- 
tine newspapers.  The  scouting  parties  had  been 
broken  up  in  consequence  of  sickness;  120  soldiers 
were  sick  at  Fort  King.  The  depot  at  Garey  s 
Ferry  is  to  be  removed  to  Pilatka. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  army,  to  a friend  in  Boston,  dated  Garey’s 
Ferry,  Florida,  June  18,  1840: 

“As  for  Indian  news,  I presume  you  are  as  tired 
of  it  as  we  are.  The  troops  are  actively  engaged  in 
scouring  hammocks  for  the  lurking  murderous  foe; 
more  has  been  done  in  capturing  Indians  the  last 
month  than  the  preceding  twelve.  Within  a few 
days  we  have  heard  of  the  capture  of  two  or  three 
warriors  and  killing  as  many  more,  together  with  a 
white  man  found  fighting  with  them — supposed  to  be 
Cook,  an  escaped  murderer  from  Tallahassee — be- 
sides taking  some  eighteen  Indian  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  we  expect  soon  to  hear  of  a more  decisive 
blow  struck.  Both  officers  and  men  are  constantly 
engaged  in  not  only  an  arduous  but  hazardous  duty, 
and  fn  a climate  at  this  season  of  the  year  almost  as 
fatal  as  the  Indian  rifle;  and  strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, these  defenders  of  our  country's  rights,  of  de- 
fenceless and  innocent  women  and  children,  receive 
less  sympathy  from  a large  portion  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  than  these  ‘poor  Indians.’  ” [Post. 

Bank  of  Pensacola.  A report  of  the  condition  of 
this  bank,  recently  made  by  a commissioner  appoint 
ed  for  the  purpose  by  the  governor  of  Florida,  has 
had  the  effect  of  depreciating  the  value  of  its  notes 
to  such  a degree  as  to  render  them  almost  unavail 
able  to  the  holders. 

It  appears  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Pensa- 
cola was  granted  in  1831,  and  the  stock  subscribed 
in  1833.  The  amount  offered  for  subscription  was 


$ 175.000  in  1,750  shares;  of  these,  the  president  of 
the  institution,  Mr.  Walter  Gregory,  obtained  1,705 
and  other  petsons,  45.  Up  to  January,  1835,  instal- 
ments to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the 
shares  were  paid  in  cash,  and  the  stock  was  held  by 
about  twenty  individuals. 

About  this  time  the  capital  stock  was  increased 
to  $2,300,000  in  23,000  additional  shares,  for  all  of 
which  the  president,  Mr.  Gregory,  subscribed  but 
paid  nothing.  Thirteen  thousand  of  the  shares,  be- 
ing a majority  of  the  stock,  were  apportioned  to  a 
company  called  the  Pensacola  association,  most  of 
whom  wpre  gentlemen  of  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia. The  rest  of  the  shares  were  held  by  seven- 
teen other  invididuals.  The  whole  amount  paid  in 
was  $106,115,  of  which  37,000  dollars  were  paid  in 
endorsed  promisorv  notes,  which  remain  unpaid. 

The  cash  of  the  bank  is  stated  at  $7,598  to  about 
$188,725  of  circulation— notes  of  other  banks  are 
held  to  the  amount  of  76,882 — rail  road  stock  is  held 
by  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  $600,000  which  may 
be  valuable  or  not  according  as  the  road  is  suspend- 
ed or  completed. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  administration  party  of 
Georgia,  held  at  Millegeville  on  the  3d  and  4th  inst 
upwards  ot  1,500  delegates  were  in  attendance — 
they  proceeded  to  reorganize  a congressional  ticket, 
and  Messrs.  Colquitt,  Cooper  and  Black,  received 
the  nomination  of  the  party. 

Among  the  many  letters  received  and  read  the 
Augusta  Constitutionalist  published  the  following: 
Washington,  June  Ylth,  1840. 
Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
polite  invitation  to  attend  a celebration  of  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  American  independence 
at  Milledgeville.  It  would,  I beg  you  to  be  assured, 
afford  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  my  friends 
in  Georgia,  on  the  interesting  occasion  referred  to; 
but  I am  compelled  by  the  obligations  of  official  duty, 
to  deny  myselt  that  gratification. 

Y'ou  have,  gentlemen,  neither  overated  the  influ- 
ences wilh  which  I have  had  to  contend  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  nor,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  relative  importance  of  the  crisis  which 
has  arisen  in  the  general  politics  of  the  country.  It 
will  undoubtedly  require  the  fullest  exercise  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  people,  and  an  unshaken  fidelity 
on  the  part  of  their  official  agents  to  meet  it  success- 
fully and  honorably.  Determined  to  perform  my 
whole  duty  in  the  matter — trusting  that  my  associ- 
ates will  do  likewise — and  having  seen  nothing  in 
recent  events  to  shake  my  habitual  confidence  in  the 
intelligence,  integrity  and  firmness  of  our  country- 
men, I do  not  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  all  the  ob- 
stacles, which  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
public  service,  will  be  speedily  and  successfully 
overcome. 

Begging  you  the  favor  to  return  my  unfeigned 
thanks  to  those  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  Baldwin 
county  who'm  you  represent,  for  this'  gratifying 
mark  of  their  respect,  and  to  accept  my  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  the  spirit  in  which  you  have 
communicated  their  wishes.  I am  gentlemen,  very 
respectfullv,  your  friend  and  ob’t  serv’t, 

M.  VANBUREN. 

To  Wm.  A.  Tennille,  T.  Fort.  Win.  Sanford,  Farish 

Carter,  Wm.  D.Jarralt,  C.  Hammond,  B.  S.Joudon, 

C.  E.  Ryan,  Isaac  Newell,  G.  Leeves,  E.  Brantley,  R. 

Rowell  and  A.  M.  Horton,  es<js. 


Hermitage,  June  22 d,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  favor  of  the  5th 
inst.  inviting  me  to  unite  with  the  citizens  of  Bald- 
win county,  in  the  celebration  of  the  next  anniver- 
sary of  our  national  independence,  and  regret  sin- 
cerely that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  comply 
with  it. 

I agree  with  you  in  the  views  you  express  of  the 
contest  now  going  on  between  the  republican  and 
federal  parties — the  former  running  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  the  latter  general  Harrison,  as  a candidate  for  the 
presidency;  and  that  the  occasion  calls  for  the  patri- 
otic and  determined  efforts  of  the  people  to  preserve 
the  ascendency  of  those  great  principles  in  our  sys- 
tem of  government,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
revolution  and  the  reform  in  1800,  to  establish  and 
preserve.  If  the  doctrines  of  the  federal  party  are 
not  now  resisted,  Mi'.  Jefferson  will  have  warned  us 
in  vain  against  the  dangers  of  consolidation,  and  the 
people  may  lose  before  they  are  aware  of  it,  the 
blessings  of  a lree  government.  Grant  to  the  fede- 
ralists the  principle  of  constructive  powers,  and  the 
constitution  is  no  longer  a guaranty  for  the  rights  and 
sovereignty  of  the  states.  The  discretion  of  congress 
will  be  substituted  for  the  checks  and  balances  of  a 
limited  government,  and  all  the  powers  of  legislation, 
will  be  at  once  absorbed  by  that  body.  Against 
such  doctrines  it  is  our  duty  to  contend,  as  the  fa- 
thers of  the  republican  church  have  done  before  us, 


relying  upon  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  never 
doubting  the  power  of  truth.  I am,  with  sentiments 
of  great  respect,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

6 ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Messrs.  Wm.  A.  Tennille,  chairman,  and  T.  Fort,  Urn. 
Sanford  and  others,  committee. 

Cherry  Hill,  June  24 th,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
invitation,  in  behalf  of  “the  citizens  of  Baldwin 
county,  who  are  opposed  to  the  election  ol  William 
Henry  Harrison  to  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States,”  to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  American  independence,  in 
Milledgeville.  Though  I am  constrained  by  circum- 
stances to  decline  your  invitation,  I concur  fully  in 
your  opposition  to  the  election  of  general  Harri- 
son. If  there  were  no  other  objections  to  his  elec- 
tion, the  audacious  and  insulting  position  he  has  as- 
sumed of  refusing  to  disclose  his  opinions  to  the 
people,  on  subjects  of  vital  importance  to  their  wel- 
fare, while  asking  'their  suffrages  for  the  highest 
office  in  their  gilt,  and  the  disgusting  mummery  of 
log  cabin  and  beer  barrels,  which  would  disgrace  the 
orgies  of  the  lowest  demagogues  by  w hich  his  no- 
mination has  been  heralded  loith  even  by  the  highest 
of  his  partizans,  would  be  quite  conclusive  wilh  mC 
I consider  all  this  a gross  and  contemptuous  insult 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  it  a weak, 
superannuated  old  man,  utterly  destitute  of  qualifi- 
cations to  sustain  the  dignity,  or  perform  the  duties 
of  the  office,  could  be  elected  president  under  such 
auspicies,  I should  consider  it  a reproach  to  our 
common  country.  Bui  as  a southern  man,  I have 
much  graver  objections  to  him.  He  is  a national 

republican,  holding  all  the  doctrines  and  principles 

of  that  party;  he  was  nominated  by  that  party’ , and 
will  sustain  every  measure  which  may’  be  pioposed 
by  its  great  leaders.  Mr.  Webster  never  uttered  a 
constitutional  doctrine,  and  Mr.  Clay  never  propos- 
ed a measure  that  general  Harrison  has  not  support- 
ed or  approved.  In  fact  he  will  be  a tool  in  the 
hands  of  these  two  gentlemen,  and  to  elect  him. 


would  be  to  adopt  their  principles  and  measures.  If 
rn  statesmen  are  prepared  for  this  I cam 


southern  statesmen  are  ‘prepared  for  this  I cannot 
believe  the  people  are.  Having  withdrawn  entiiely 
from  the  field  of  politics,  disgusted  with  the  ever- 
lasting scramble  for  office  which  gives  a parly  color- 
ing to  every  public  measure,  I beg  it  to  be  under- 
stood, that  while  I am  utterly  opposed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  general  Harrison,  I am  not  the  partizan  ol 
Mr  Van  Buren,  though  I would  greatly  prefer  him 
to  his  opponent.  The  principles  he  has  not  only 
avowed,  but  maintained  openly  and  firmly,  are  dear 
to  the  south;  and  what  is  equally  important  they  aie 
the  principles  of  his  parly.  I am,  gentlemen,  with 
great  respect  your  ob’t serv’t, ^ 


INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

From  the  Salem  Gazette. 

Bosion,  June  29,  1840. 

Mil  dear  general:  I address  you  wilh  the  lianknes9 
which  one  old  friend  may  use  towards  another.  My 
object  is  to  learn  what  you  think  ot  the  recent  at- 
tacks on  the  military  character  of  general  Harrison. 

I believe  you  were  in  the  army  in  the  west,  m the 
campaign  of  Tippecanoe;  al; hough  I do  not  remem- 
ber that  you  served  with  him  alter  the  declaration  ot 
war  against  England;  but  as  a military  man,  form- 
ing  your  judgment  impartially,  and  when  the  tacts 
were  recent,  your  opinion  would  be  ot  great  value. 

If  there  be  any  blot  on  his  military  fame,  it  ought 
to  be  known;  if  there  be  not,  you  will  feel  that  an 
old  soldier  ought  not  to  be  unjustly  and  rudely  at- 

taC  If  0 (1 , 

General  Harrison  is  before  the  country  for  the  pre- 
sidency. I do  not  know  that  we  “hall  elect  him,  blit 
I can  say,  in  your  own  language,  my  dear  general, 

that  “we’ll  try.”  Y-rs’^SlEL  WE^ER. 

Gen.  James  Miller. 

Salem,  June  30  ,4840. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  the  honor  to  have  received 
your  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  me  to  state  what 
I think  of  the  recent  attacks  upon  the  military  cha- 
racter of  general  Harrison.  In  answer  I can  truly 
say  that  I have  noticed  with  deep  regret  attacks,  not 
only  on  his  well  earned  military  fame,  but  also  upon 
his  private  and  moral  character.  My  first  acquaint- 
ance with  general  Harrison  was  in  the  year  1811.  1 

was  on  duty  in  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  then 
commanded  by  colonel  John  P.  Boyd  alterwards 
general  Boyd— under  orders  to  proceed  to  Vincen- 
nes, and  theie  report  to  governor  Harnson.  YVe 
did  so.  We  remained  at  Vincennes  some  days  and 
united  ourselves  with  the  volunteers  assembled  there, 
devoting  our  limited  time  to  purposes  ol  organiza- 
tion and  drill.  We  then  look  up  the  line  ot  march 
for  the  Indian  country,  and  proceeded  by  slow  and 
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cautious  marches  until  we  had  reached  about  seven- 
ty miles  up  the  Wabash  towards  Tippecanoe; 
where  we  hatted  and  threw  up  a stockaded  work, 
which  we  called  Fort  Harrison.  Here  I remained 
until  the  army  returned  from  Tippecanoe,  after  the 
battle. 

Although  I was  not  in  the  battle,  still  I tookgreat 
interest  in  it;  had  much  conversation  with  all  the 
officers  on  their  return;  and  made  every  inquiry  I 
could  think  of  respecting  their  movements  and  en- 
campments, the  attack  and  defence,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  tire  battle  throughout — and  I made  up  my 
mind,  unhesitatingly,  that  the  campaign  had  been 
conducted  with  great  bravery,  skill  and  judgment, 
and  that  nothing  was  left  undone,  that  could  be  done 
consistently  with  the  general’s  express  orders  from 
the  war  department,  which  1 saw  and  read.  Nor. 
have  l ever  known  or  heard  of  any  act  of  his,  which 
has,  in  the  least  degree,  allered  the  opinion  I then 
formed  of  him.  I will  add,  that  it  I ever  had  any 
military  skill,  I am  more  indebted  for  it  to  general 
H arrison,  than  lo  any  other  man.  Soon  after  the 
battle,  I wrote  a letter  to  general  Benjamin  Pierce, 
late  governor  of  New  Hampshire — my  military  fa- 
ther as  I called  him — giving  a somewhat  detailed 
account  of  the  campaign  of  Tippecanoe."  That  let- 
ter was  preserved  by  general  P and  might  now  pro- 
bably be  found  among  his  papers.  Jf  it  is  in  exis- 
tence it  will  show  what  were  my  opinions  at  that 
time,  as  would  also  several  other  letters  then  written 
by  me  to  various  friends.  In  those  days  I never 
heard  that  general  Harrison  was  a coward,  or  wore 
petticoats. 

To  conclude,  I freely  express  my  opinion,  after 
following  him  through  all  his  civil  and  military  ca- 
reer, after  living  with  him  in  his  family  more  than 
six  months,  that  general  William  Henry  Harrison  is 
as  free  from  stain  or  blemish,  as  it  falls  to  the  lot  of 
man  to  be.  I am,  dear  sir,  your  old  friend, 

JAMES  MILLER. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 

gen.  Harrison’s  letter. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

General  Harrison  was  among  the  invited  guests  to 
the  dinner  given  to  general  Van  Rensselaer,  in  (his 
city,  on  the  second  instant.  He  could  not  be  pre- 
sent, for  reasons  assigned.  The  following  is  his  let- 
ter, declining  the  invitation. 

North  Bend,  1st  July,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  A recent  domestic  affliction  in  the 
death  of  one  of  my  sons,  and  the  present  illness  of 
Mrs.  Harrison,  will  prevent  me  from  enjoying  the 
great  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  dinner  to  be 
given  on  Thursday  next,  to  my  beloved  friend  and 
associate  in  arms,  general  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 
It  is  now  forty-seven  years  since  first  I met  this  dis- 
tinguished soldier  in  the  army  of  general  Wavne — he 
in  tlie  capacity  of  cornet  of  dragoons,  and  1 as  an 
ensign  ot  inlantry.  Associated  in  all  the  toils  and 
difficulties  incident  to  a war,  the  theatre  of  which  was 
an  unbroken  wilderness;  of  ages  nearly  correspon- 
dent; and  ol  dispositions  and  tastes  which  induced 
us  to  seek  the  same  employments,  the  same  amuse- 
ments, and  the  same  fellowships,  our  friendship  thus 
formed  by  prepossession  and  knit  in  common  danger, 
could  not  be  ephemeral,  it  was  such  indeed  as 
though  we  had  owned  the  same  paternity,  and  had 
been  nurtured  at  the  same  bosom.  And  I may  say 
With  Castalio  of  his  brother, 

“When  had  I a friend  that  was  not  Polidore’s, 

“Or  Polidore  a foe  that  was  not  mine?” 

I will  not  attempt,  gentlemen,  to  give  you  even  a 
summary  of  the  services  of  general  Van  Rensselaer. 
I will  no!  tell  you  ot  the  deep  debt  of  gratitude  which 
is  due  to  him  lrom  western  men — of  his  gallant  bear- 
ing in  the  battle  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami,  and 
the  bbod  which  I saw  pouiing  from  his  manly  bo- 
som upon  the  soil  ol  Ohio,  or  his  still  more  glurious 
achievements  upon  the  heights  of  Queenstown,  en- 
nobled, like  those  ot  Abraham,  by  the  blood  of  the 
contending  heroes.  All  this  you  know.  It  is  to  be 
found  in  the  records  of  your  country  and  furnishes 
some  of  the  brightest  pages  of  its  history.  Aye, 
what,  is  he  now?  What  and  who  is  the  hero  ol  two 
wars,  the  conqueror  of  the  heroic  Brock,  of  him  by 
whose  management  or  whose  gallantry,  so  deep  a 
Wound  had  been  inflicted  upon  the  military  character 
of  our  country? 

A year  ago  I would  have  answeied  you,  fellow 
citizens  that  he  was  living  in  humble  retirement,  in 
the  bosom  ot  a large  and  happy  family,  supported 
by  the  emoluments  of  an  humble  office,  the  gilt  of  a 
president  who  had  himself  jeopardised  his  life,  and 
shed  his  blood  in  achieving  the  independence  of  his 
country,  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  a hero’s  ser- 
vices and  reward  a soldier’s  toils  Such,  gentleman, 
was  the  situation  of  my  friend,  the  defender  of  Ohio 
cabins  from  the  furious  savage,  the  bearer  in  his  body 
of  the  marks  of  seven  distinct  wounds, — when  the 
spoilers  came. 


When  the  disbanded  legions  of  Augustus  were 
suffered  to  eject  the  happy  husbandman  of  the  fair- 
est portion  ol  Italy,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  we 
know  indeed,  that  some  were  spared.  The  ruthless 
warrior  was  not  suffered  to  usurp  the  seat  and 
violate  the  groves  which  had  resounded  to  the  songs 
of  the  greatest  of  poets.  We  may  conclude  also, 
that  the  scarred  veterans  of  former  wars  were  ex- 
empted from  the  otherwise  general  proscription. 
Indeed,  we  must  suppose  that  the  sympathy  natu- 
rally felt  between  men  of  the  same  profession,  would 
have  induced  the  usurpers  to  spare  the  war-worn 
followers  ol  the  great  Pompey,  although  they  had 
l»en  the  soldiers  of  liberty,  and  the  sworn  enemies 
of  their  own  faction.  But,  gentlemen,  let  me  ask 
you  now  to  point  to  an  exception  iri  the  proscription 
which  has  raged  in  our  country  for  the  last  twelve 
years?  Who  has  been  spared  that  professed  any  thing 
which  could  tempt  the  cupidity  of  the  spoilers?  My 
friend  is  the  last  victim.  The  reason  of  this  honor- 
able distinction  I could  tell.  It  is  somewhat  different 
from  that  which  induced  the  giant  Polyphemus  to 
intend  the  like  honor  to  the  king  of  Ithaca.  But  you 
may  perhaps  be  anxious  to  know  the  reason  which 
has  been  assigned  for  this  outrage  upon  the  feelings 
of  the  American  people.  Why,  it  was  precisely 
that  which  has  been  given  in  all  ages  and  in  all 
countries  for  all  the  violent  and  unjust  acts  of  ty- 
rants. “The  public  good.”  In  this  case,  “the  ad- 
vantage of  the  democracy.”  In  the  midst  of  such 
abominations;  how  appropriate  is  the  exclamation 
of  one  of  the  distinguished  victims  of  the  savage 
Robespiere,  “oh!  democracy,  how  many  crimes  are 
committed  in  thy  name!” 

It  may  be  proper,  gentlemen,  that  I should  add 
that  general  Van  Rensselaer  has  accounted  for  every 
cent  of  public  money  that  ever  came  into  his  hands, 
and  that  he  dares  the  strictest  investigation  into  his 
conduct  as  an  officer.  What  cause  of  deep  reflec- 
tion, gentlemen,  does  the  case  of  my  friend,  con- 
trasted with  that  of  others  known  to  be  public  de- 
faulters, who  have  been  retained  in  office,  present  to 
tiie  patriot  and  the  friend  of  republican  govern- 
ment? 

I conclude,  gentlemen,  by  offering  you  a senti- 
menl:  May  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  be  the  last 
victim  in  our  country,  of  party  violence;  and  may 
the  services  w'hich  are  to  be  the  future  passport  to 
office,  be  not  those  rendered  to  a party,  but  to  the 
whole  people.  I am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 
your  humble  serv’t,  WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

Jo  Samuel  W.  Davies,  §c. 

Southwestern  convention.  At  a meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Nashville  and  Davidson  county 
(in  Tennessee)  in  the  basement  room  of  the  court 
house,  on  Saturday  evening,  June  20,  1840 — 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Boyd  McNairy,  Charles  C. 
Traube,  esq.  mayor  of  the  city,  was  qalled  to  the 
chair,  and  col.  John  Murphy,  of  the  county,  request- 
ed to  act  as  secretary. 

Dr.  Thomas  R.  Jennings  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  whig  state  convention  of  Arkansas 
have  recommended  a general  convention  of  the 
whigs  of  the  new  states  of  the  west  and  southwest 
to  meet  on  the  third  Monday  in  August  next,  with 
a view  to  a free  and  cordial  interchange  of  sen- 
timent and  the  promotion  of  the  great  cause  of 
HARRISON  AND  REFORM,  designating  this  city 
as  the  place  of  meeting.  And  whereas  we  have  al- 
ready witnessed,  with  infinite  pleasure,  the  hearty 
response  to  this  proposition  of  the  whigs  of  the 
neighboring  slates,  and  heard  the  note  of  busy  pre- 
paration sounded  for  a large  and  enthusiastic  attend- 
ance upon  the  day  and  occasion  referred  lo.  And 
whereas  we  have  reason  to  believe  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  recommendation  of  our  brethren  in  Arkansas, 
many  of  the  whigs  of  the  old  thirteen,  boll)  north 
and  south,  may  be  induced  to  attend  and  participate 
in  the  business  of  the  convention:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  as  citizens  of  Nashville  and  Da- 
vidson county,  we  deeply  and  sensibly  appreciate 
the  honor  conferred  on  our  state  and  city  in  the  se- 
lection of  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  proposed  ge- 
neral convention  ot  the  whigs  of  the  west  and  south- 
west in  August  next. 

Resolved,  That,  in  greatful  return  for  this  dis- 
tinguished mark  ol'  confidence,  of  partiality  and 
preference,  we  embrace  this  occasion  to  tender  to 
our  whig  brethren  throughout  the  union  (whetherof 
the  old  or  new  states)  the  assurance  that,  in  what- 
ever numbers  they  may  find  it  convenient  to  visit 
us  on  this  interesting  and  popular  occasion,  they 
will  meet  a most  hearty  welcome  from  the  citizens 
of  Nashville  and  its  vicinity. 

Resolved,  That  a general  committee  of  arrange- 
ment, to  consist  of  one  hundred  members,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman  of  this  meeting,  lo  adopt 
suitable  preliminary  preparations  for  the  meeting  of 
the  convention,  and  secure  as  far  as  possible  a per- 


fect order  of  procedure  thereat,  with  power  to  de- 
signate such  sub-committees,  marshals,  &c.  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 

Which,  after  one  or  two  verbal  amendments,  were 
adopted  accordingly. 

The  speaker  declines  being  a candidate. 
The  honorable  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker  ol  the 
house  of  representatives,  has  addressed  a letter  to 
his  constituents,  in  which  he  comes  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  will  retire  from  public  life  when  his 
present  term  of  service  expires,  or  if  his  constitu- 
ents ask  his  immediate  resignation,  he  is  willing 
immediatelv  to  resign.  His  reasons  for  this  course 
are,  that  he  cannot  meet  the  views  of  politicians  of 
either  of  the  great  parties  into  which  the  country  is 
divided — that  he  cannot  support  either  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  or  general  Harrison  for  the  presidency,  and  of 
course  cannot  reflect  the  opinions  of  his  constituents 
on  either  side  of  the  question,  should  he  be  returned 
to  the  house  of  representatives. 

We  shall  register  his  addless  to  his  constituents 
after  congress  rises. 

SUB-TREASURY  LAW. 

An  act  to  provide  for  ike  collection,  safe  keeping,  trans- 
fer and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 

Be  it  eiiucted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  theie  shall  be  prepared  and  provided, 
within  the  new  treasury  building  now  erecting  at  the 
seat  of  government,  suitable  and  convenient  rooms 
for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  his 
assistants  and  clerks;  and  sufficient  and  secure  fire- 
proof vaults  and  safes,  for  the  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  in  the  possession  and  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  said  treasurer;  which  said  rooms,  vaults 
and  safes,  are  hereby  constituted  and  declared  to  be 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  the  said  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  shall  keep  all  the  public 
moneys  which  shall  come  to  his  hands  in  thetreasu- 
sury  of  the  United  Slates,  as  hereby  constituted,  un- 
til the  same  are  drawn  therefrom  according  to  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  branch  mint,  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  vaults  and  safes  thereof,  respectively,  shall 
be  places  of  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the  treasu- 
rer of  the  said  mint  and  branch  mint  respeclively, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care 
of  all  public  moneys  deposited  within  the  same,  and 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  to  be  performed 
by  them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe-kpeping, 
transfer  and  disbursements  of  all  such  moneys,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  prepared  and  provided,  within  the  custom  house* 
now'  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  state 
of  Npw  York,  and  in'  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  suitable  and  convenient  rooms  for 
the  use  of  the  receivers  general  of  public  moneys, 
hereinafter  directed  to  be  appointed,  at  those  places 
respectively;  and  sufficient  and  secure  fire-proof 
vaults  and  safes  for  the  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
neys collected  and  deposited  with  them,  respective- 
ly; and  the  receivers  general  of  public  money;  from 
time  to  lime  appointed  at  those  points,  shall  have 
the  custody  and  care  of’  the  said  rooms,  vaults  and 
safes,  respectively,  and  of  all  the  public  moneys  de- 
posited within  the  same;  and  shall  perform  all  the  du- 
ties required  to  be  performed  by  them,  in  reference 
to  the  receipt,  safe  keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  all  such  moneys,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  erected,  prepared  and  provided,  at  the  expense  of 
the  U.  States,  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,  and  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,  offices,  with  suitable  and  con- 
venient rooms  for  the  use  of  the  receivers-general 
of  public  money  hereinafter  directed  to  be  appoint- 
ed at  the  places  abovenamed;  and  sufficient  and 
secure  fire-proof  vaults  and  safes  for  the  keeping  of 
the  public  money  collected  and  deposited  at  those 
points  respectively;  and  the  said  receivers  general 
from  time  to  time  appointed  at  those  places,  shall 
have  the  custody  and  care  of  the  said  offices,  vaults 
and  safes,  so  to  be  erected,  prepared  and  provided, 
and  of  all  the  public  moneys  deposited  wdthin  the 
same;  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  to  be 
performed  by  them;  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe- 
keeping, transfer  and  disbursement  of  all  such  mo- 
neys, according  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained. 

Sec-  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  senate  appoint  four  officers,  to  be  denominated 
“receivers  general  of  public  money,”  which  said  of- 
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ficers  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  unless  sooner  removed  therelrom;  one  of 
which  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of  New  Ydrk,  in 
the  state  of  New  York;  one  other  of  which  shall  be 
located  at  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts; one  other  of  which  shall  be  located  at  the 
city  of  Charleston,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina; 
and  the  remaining  one  which  shall  be  located  at  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  state  of  Missouri;  and  all  of 
which  said  officers  shall  give  bonds  to  the  United 
States,  wi'h  sureties  according  to  the  provisions 
hereinafter  contained,  for  the  l'aithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  Stales,  the  treasurers  and  those  acting 
as  such,  of  the  various  branch  mints,  all  collectors  of 
the  customs,  all  the  surveyors  of  the  customs  acting 
also  as  collectors,  all  receivers  general  of  public  mo- 
neys, all  receivers  of  public  moneys  at  the  several 
land  officers,  and  all  postmasters,  except  as  is  here- 
inafter particulaily  provided,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by required  to  keep  safely,  without  loaning  or  using, 
all  the  public  money  collected  by  them,  or  otherwise 
at  any  time  placed  in  their  possession  and  custody, 
till  the  same  is  ordered  by  the  proper  department  or 
officer  of  the  government  to  be  transferred  or  paid 
out:  arid  when  such  orders  for  transfer  or  payment 
are  received,  faithfully  and  promptly  to  make  the 
same  as  directed;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  du- 
ties as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  which  may 
be  imposed  by  this  or  any  other  acts  of  congress, or 
by  any  regulation  of  the  treasury  department,  made 
in  conformity  to  law;  and  also  to  do  and  perform  all 
acts  and  duties  required  by  law,  or  by  direction  of 
any  of  the  executive  departments  ot  the  govern- 
ment, as  agents  for  paying  pensions;  or  (or  making 
any  other  disbursements  which  either  of  the  heads  of 
those  departments  may  be  required  by  law  to  make, 
and  which  are  of  a character  to  be  made  by  the  de- 
positaries hereby  constituted,  consistently  with  the 
other  official  duties  imposed  upon  them. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  branch  mint 
at  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of  public 
money  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  appointed,  shall, 
respectively,  give  bonds  to  the  U.  Stales,  in  such 
form,  and  for  such  amounts,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  president,  with  sureties  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury;  and  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  renew,  strengthen  arid  increase 
their  official  bonds,  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
with  the  consent  of  the  president,  may  direct;  any 
law  in  reference  to  any  of  the  official  bonds  of  any 
of  the  said  officers  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible  alter  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  re- 
quire from  the  several  depositaries  hereby  constitut- 
ed, and  whose  official  bonds  are  not  hereinbefore 
provided  for,  to  execute  bonds  new  and  suitable  in 
their  terms  to  meet  the  new  and  increased  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  respectively  by  this  act,  and  with 
sureties,  and  in  sums  such  as  shall  seem  reasonable 
and  safe  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  and  from 
time  todime  to  require  such  bonds  to  be  renewed 
and  increased  in  amount  and  strengthened  by  new 
sureties,  to  meet  any  increasing  responsibility  which 
may  growout  of  accumulationsof money  in  the  hands 
of  the  depositary,  or  out  of  any  other  duty  or  respon- 
sibility arising  under  this  or  any  other  law  of  con- 
gress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  collec- , 
tors  and  receivers  of  public  money,  of  every  charac- 1 
ter  and  description,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  | 
shall,  as  frequently  as  they  may  be  directed  by  the  ■ 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  the  postmaster  general, 
so  to  do,  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  at  the  treasury  thereof,  all  moneys  collected 
by  them,  or  in  their  hands;  that  all  such  collectors 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  within  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  shall,  upon  the  same 
direction  pay  over  to  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  in 
their  respective  cities,  at  the  said  mints,  all  public 
moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  theirs  hands;  and 
that  all  such  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  mo- 
neys within  the  cities  of  New  York,  Boston,  Char- 
leston and  St.  Louis,  shall,  upon  the  same  direction, 
pay  over  to  the  receivers  general  of  public  money  in 
their  respective  cities,  at  their  offices  respectively, 
all  the  public  moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their 
hands,  to  be  safely  kept  by  the  said  respective  depo- 
sitaries, until  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to  law; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  and  post- 
master general  to  direct  such  payments,  by  the  said 
collectors  and  receivers,  at  all  the  said  places,  at  least 
as  often  as  once  in  each  week,  and  as  much  more 
frequently,  in  all  cases,  as  they,  in  their  discretion, 
may  think  proper. 


Sec.  It).  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  trearsury  to  trans- 
fer the  moneys  iri  the  hands  of  any  depositary  here- 
by constituted,  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States: 
to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia;  to  the  branch  mint  at 
New  Orleans;  or  to  the  offices  of  either  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys,  by  this  act  di- 
rected to  be  appointed;  to  be  there  safely  kept,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  also  to 
transfer  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  one  depositary 
constituted  by  this  act  to  any  other  depositary  con- 
stituted by  the  same,  at  his  discretion,  and  as  the 
safety  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  convenience  of 
the  public  service  shall  seem  to  him  to  require;  which 
authority  to  transfer  the  moneys  belonging  to  tile 
post  office  department  is  also  hereby  conferred  upon 
the  postmaster  general,  so  far  as  its  exercise  by  him 
may  be  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  existing 
laws;  and  every  depositary  constituted  by  this  act 
shall  keep  his  account  of  the  money  paid  to,  or  de- 
posited with  him,  belonging  to  the  post  office  de- 
partment, separate  and  distinct  from  the  account 
kept  by  him  of  other  public  moneys  so  paid  or  de- 
posited. And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the 
public  account,  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  Slates  to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  de- 
positaries; as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interests,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public 
creditors,  or  both. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mo- 
neys in  the  hands,  care  amt  custody  of  any  of  the 
depositaries  constituted  by  this  act,  shall  be  consi- 
dered and  held  as  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  at  all  times 
subject  to  his  draft,  w'hether  made  for  transfer  or  dis- 
buisement  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said 
moneys  W'ere  actually  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  each  depositary  shall  make  returns  to  the 
treasury  and  post  office  department  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  him,  at  such  times,  and  in  such 
form,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury or  the  postmaster  general. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rised to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  ot  the  books, 
accounts  and  money  on  hand,  of  the  several  deposi- 
taries constituted  by  this  aci;  and  tor  that  purpose  to 
appoint  special  agents,  as  occasion  may  require,  with 
such  compensation  as  he  may  think  reasonable,  to  be 
fixed  and  declared  at  the  time  of  each  appointment. 
The  agents  selected  to  make  these  examinations  shall 
be  instructed  to  examine  as  well  the  books,  accounts 
and  returns  of  the  officer,  as  the  money  on  hand,  and 
the  manner  of  its  being  kept,  to  the  end  that  unifor- 
mity and  accuracy  in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety 
to  the  public  moneys  may  be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  for  in  the  last  pre- 
ceeding  section,  and  as  a further  guard  over  the 
public  moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval 
officer  and  surveyor;  as  a check  upon  the  receiver 
general  ol  the  public  moneys,  or  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms, ot  their  respective  districts;  of  each  register  ol 
a land  office,  as  a check  upon  the  receiverof  his  land 
office;  and  of  the  director  and  superintendantof each 
mint  and  branch  mint  when  separate  officers,  as  a 
check  upon  the  treasurers,  respectively,  of  said  mints 
or  the  persons  acting  as  such,  at  the  close  of  eacti 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  as  much  more  frequently  as 
they  shall  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  ihe  treasury 
to  do  so,  to  examine  the  books,  accounts,  returns  and 
money  on  hand,  of  the  receivers  general  of  public 
moneys,  collectors,  receivers  of  land  offices,  treasu- 
rers and  persons  acting  as  such,  and  to  make  a lull, 
accurate  and  faithful  return  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment of  their  condition. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers  lespectivelv,  whose  duty  it  is  made  by  this 
act  to  receive,  keep  and  disburse  the  public  moneys 
as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  may  be  al- 
lowed any  necessary  additional  expenses  lor  clerks, 
fire-proof  chests,  or  vaults,  or  other  necessary  ex- 
penses of  safekeeping,  transferring  and  disbursing 
said  moneys:  all  such  expenses  of  every  character  to 
be  first  expressly  authorised  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  whose  directions  upon  all  the  above  sub- 
jects, by  way  of  regulation  and  otherwise,  so  far  as 
authorised  by  law,  are  to  be  strictly  followed  by  all  the 
said  officers:  Provided,  That  the  whole  number  of 
clerks  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  section  of 
this  act,  shall  not  exceed  ten,  and  that  the  aggiegate 
compensations  of  the  whole  number  shall  not  exceed 
eight  thousand  dollars,  nor  shall  the  compensation  ot 
any  one  clerk,  so  appointed,  exceed  eight  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ser  re- 
tary  of  the  treasury  shall  with  as  much  promptitude 
as  the  convenience  of  Ihe  public  business,  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  withdraw  the 
balances  remaining  with  the  present  depositaries  of 


the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the  safe- keeping, 
transfer  and  disbursement  of  those  moneys  to  the  de- 
positaries established  by  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  xt  further  enacted.  That  all  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys  and  others,  having  public 
money  to  pay  to  the  United  States,  and  all  patentees 
wishing  to  make  payment  for  patents  to  be  issued, 
may  pay  all  such  moneys  to  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 
States  at  the  treasury,  to  Ihe  treasurer  of  either  of 
the  mints,  in  Philadelphia  or  New  Orleans,  to  eilher 
of  the  receivers  general  of  public  money,  or  to  such 
other  depositary  constituted  by  this  act  as  shall  be 
designated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States,  to  receive  such  paj  mcnts 
and  give  receipts  or  certificates  of  deposite  therefor. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,-  That  all  offi- 
cers charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe  keeping,  trans- 
fer and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  other 
than  those  connected  with  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, are  hereby  required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry 
of  each  sum  received,  and  of  the  kind  of  money  in 
which  it  is  received,  and  ot  each  payment  or  trans- 
fer, and  of  the  kind  of  currency  in  which  it  is  made; 
and  (hat  if  any  one  of  the  said  officers,  or  of  those 
connected  with  the  post  office  department,  shall  con- 
vert to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall 
use,  by  way  of  investment,  in  any  kind  of  properly 
or  merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  inte- 
rest, any  portion  of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to 
him  for  safe-keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  for 
any  other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  he  deemed 
and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  ot  so  much  of 
the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted, 
invested,  used  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  a felony,  and  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  all  persons  advising  or  participating  in 
such  act,  being  convicted  thereof  before  any  court 
of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  a term  not  less 
than  six  months,  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  to  a 
fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Ttiat  until  the 
rooms,  offices,  vaults  and  sales,  directed  by  the  first 
four  sections  of  this  act  to  be  constructed  and  pre- 
pared lor  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of  public 
moneys  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston  and  St. 
Louis,  can  be  constructed  and  prepared  for  use,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
procure  suitable  rooms  for  offices  lor  those  officers  at 
their  respective  locations,  and  to  contract  lor  such 
use  of  vaults  arrd  safes  as  may  be  required  lor  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  charge 
and  custody  of  those  officers  respectively,  Ihe  ex- 
pense to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
the  resolution  of  eongiess  of  the  thirtieth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  so  far  as  it  authorises  the  receipt  in  pay- 
ment of  the  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands, 
debts  and  sums  at  money  accruing  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  collected  and 
paid  in  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  shall  be 
so  mollified  as  that  one-fourth  part  ol  all  such  duties, 
taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts  and  sums  of  money 
accruing  or  becoming  due  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  collected  in  tile  legal  currency  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one,  one  other  fourth  part  of  all 
such  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts  and 
sums  of  money,  shall  be  so  collected;  and  that  from 
and  alter  the  thirtieth  day  ol  June,  wdiich  will  be  in 
Ihe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forly-two, 
one  other  fourth  part  of  all  such  duties,  taxes,  sales 
of  public  lands,  debts  and  sums  of  money,  shall  be 
so  collected;  and  that  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  which  w ill  be  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  the  remaining  louith 
part  of  Ihe  said  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands, 
debts  and  sums  ol  money  shall  be  also  collected  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States;  and  from 
and  after  the  last  mentioned  day,  all  sums  accruing, 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  for  duties, 
taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debts,  and  also 
all  sums  due  for  postages  or  otherwise,  to  the  gene- 
ral post  office  department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver  only. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  which  w ill  be  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  arid  forty-three, 
every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in  making  disburse- 
ments on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  ge- 
neral post  office,  shall  make  all  pay  men's  in  gold  and 
silver  coin  only;  and  any  receiving  or  disbursing  offi- 
cer or  agent  who  shall  neglect,  evade  or  violate  ihe 
provisions  of  this  and  the  last  preceding  section  of 
this  act,  shall,  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be 
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immediately  reported  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  facts  of  such  neglect,  evasion  or  vio- 
lation, and  also  to  congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not 
in  session,  at  the  couruencement  of  its  session  next 
after  the  violation  takes  place. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  ex- 
change of  funds  shall  be  made  by  any  disbursing  of- 
ficers oi  agents  of  the  government  of  any  grade  or 
denomination  whatsoever,  or  connected  with  anv 
branch  of  the  public  service,  other  than  an  exchange 
for  gold  and  silver;  and  every  such  disbursing  officer, 
when  the  means  for  his  disbursements  are  lurnished 
to  him  in  currency  legally  receivable  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  make  his  payments  in  the 
currency  so  furnished,  or  when  those  means  are  fur- 
nished to  him  in  dralts,  shall  cause  those  drafts  to  be 
presented  at  their  place  of  payment,  and  properly 
paid  according  to  law,  and  shall  make  his  pay- 
ments in  the  currency  so  received  fur  the  drafts  fur- 
nished, unless,  in  either  case,  he  can  exchange  the 
means  in  his  hands  lor  gold  and  silver  at  par,  and  so 
as  to  facilitate  his  payments,  or  otherwise  accommo- 
date the  public  service,  and  promote  the  circulation 
ol  a metallic  currency;  and  it  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  ot  the  head  of  the  proper  department 
immediately  to  suspend  from  duty  any  disbursing 
officer  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  forthwith  to  report  the  name  of  the  officer 
or  agent  to  the  president,  with  the  fact  of  the  viola- 
tion and  all  the  circumstances  accompanying  the 
same,  and  within  the  knowledge  of  the  said  secre- 
tary', to  the  end  that  such  officer  or  agent  may  be 
promptly  removed  Iroui  office,  or  restored  to  his  trust 
and  the  performance  of  his  duties,  as  to  the  president 
may  seein  just  and  proper. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  secrelaiy  of  the  treasury  to 
make  or  continue  in  force,  any  general  order,  which 
shall  create  any  difference  between  the  different 
branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  or  medium  of 
payment,  in  which  debts  or  dues  accruing  to  the 
United  States  may  be  paid. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
and  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  pre- 
sentation of  all  government  dralts  for  payment  at  the 
place  where  payable,  and  to  prescribe  the  time  ac- 
cording to  the  different  distances  of  the  depositaries 
from  the  seat  of  government,  within  which  all  drafts 
upon  them,  respectively,  shall  be  piesented  for  pay- 
ment, and,  in  default  of  such  presentation,  to  direct 
any'  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  which  he  may 
deem  proper;  but  in  all  those  regulations  and  direc- 
tions, it  shall  be  tile  duty  of  the  secietary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  guard,  as  far  as  may  be,  against  those  dralts 
being  used  or  thiown  into  circulation,  as  a paper  cur- 
rency or  medium  of  exchange. 

Sac.  24.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  recei- 
vers general  of  public  money  directed  by  this  act  to 
be  appointed,  shall  receive,  respectively,  the  follow- 
ing salaries  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly,  at 
the  treasury  of.  the  United  States,  to  wit:  the  ic-cei- 
ver  general  of  public  money  at  New  York  shall  be 
paid  a salary  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  the 
receiver  general  of  public  money  at  Boston  shall  be 
paid  a salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum;  the  receiver  general  of  public  money  at 
Charleston  si. all  be  paid  a salary  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  and  the  receiver 
general  of  public  money  at  St.  Louis  shall  be  paid  a 
salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num; the  treasurer  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  shall, 
in  addition  to  his  present  salary,  leceive  five  hundred 
dollars  annually,  lor  Ihe  performance  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  this  act;  the  treasurer  of  the  branch  mint 
at  New  Orleans  shall  also  receive  one  thousand  dol- 
lars annually,  for  the  additional  duties  created  by  this 
act;  and  these  salaries,  respectively,  shall  be  in  lull 
for  the  services  of  the  respective  officers,  nor  shall 
either  of  them  be  permitted  to  chaige,  or  receive  any 
commission,  pay  or  perquisite,  for  any  official  ser- 
vice of  any  character  or  description  wdiatsoever;  and 
the  making  of  any  such  charge,  or  the  receipt  of  any 
such  compensation,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a mis- 
demeanor, ffir  which  t fie  officer  convicted  thereof, 
before  any  court  of  the  United  S'ates  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  subject  to  punishment  by  fine 
or  imprisonment,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  belore  which  the  offence  shall  be  tried. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  Slates  be,  ami  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  receive  at.  the  treasuiy,  and  at  such  other 
points  as  he  may  designate,  payments  in  advance 
for  public  lands,  the  payments  so  made,  in  all  cases, 
to  be  evidenced  by  ttie  receipt  of  (he  said  treasurer 
of  the  United  States:  which  receipts,  so  given,  shall 
be  receivable  for  public  lands,  at  any  public  or  pri- 
vate sale  of  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  cur- 
renev  authorised  by  law  to  be  received  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands:  Provided,  however.  That  the 
receipts  given  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States 


pursuant  to  the  authority  conferred  in  this  section, 
shall  not  be  negotiable  or  transferable,  by  delivery 
or  assignment,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever, 
but  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  piesented  in  payment  for 
land  by  or  lor  the  person  to  whom  tile  receipt  was 
given,  as  shown  upon  its  face. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  t lie 
purchase  of  sites,  and  lor  the  construction  of  the  of- 
fices of  the  receivers  general  of  public  moneys  by’lhis 
act  directed  to  be  erected  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  there  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherw  ise  appropriated,  ttie  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  ot  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasuiy,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  adopt  plans  for  the  said  offices, 
and  the  vaults  and  safes  connected  therewith,  and  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  constructed  and  prepared  for 
use  with  as  little  delay  as  shall  be  consistent  with 
the  public  interests,  and  the  convenient  location  and 
security  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected:  Provided, 
however,  That  if  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
find,  upon  inquiry  and  examination,  that  suitable 
looms  for  the  use  of  the  receiver  general  at  Charles- 
ton can  be  obtained  in  the  custom  house  now  owned 
by  the  Lhiited  Stales  at  that  place,  and  that  secure 
vaults  and  safes  can  be  constructed  in  that  building 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money,  then  he 
shall  cause  such  rooms  to  be  prepared  and  fitted  up 
and  such  vaults  and  safes  to  be  constructed  in  the 
custom  house  at  Charleston,  and  no  independent 
office  shall  be  there  erected. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorised  by  this  act,  other 
than  those  hereinbefore  provided  for,  a sufficient  sum 
of  money  be,  and  tile  same  is  heieby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  ot  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts 
or  parts  of  acts  which  coine  in  conflict  w ith  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON, 

Vice  president  of  the  United  States, 

and  president  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  July  4th,  1840. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

July  7.  The  president  pio  tem.  presented  to  the 
senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  6th  instant, 
calling  for  copies  of  all  ciiculars  issued  since  ttie 
compromise  act.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Jersey  city,  in  the  state  ol  New  Jersey,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of  1837. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  generally, 
asking  that  “Raub’s  double  sell  acting  safety  valve” 
may  be  of  general  use  in  steamboats  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
had  been  referied  the  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives regulating  the  mileage  of  members  of 
congress,  made  a report,  accompanied  by  a resolu- 
tion that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Clay  took  occasion  to  ask  it  the  report  that 
had  just  been  read  was  Irom  ttie  majority  of  the 
committee.  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  had  not  been  pie 
sent  at  any  meeting  of  the  cqmmiltee,  nor  had  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis).  He  said 
that  tie  had  brought  his  mind  to  (he  full  conviction 
that  the  bill  from  Ihe  house  ought  to  be  acted  on. — 
He  moved  to  make  the  report  the  special  order  for 
Thursday  next,  by  w hich  lime  it  could  be  printed 
amt  laid  on  their  tables. 

On  motion  ol  Air.  Norvell,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  making 
it  the  special  order  lor  Thursday,  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  relating  to  an  examination  by  a 
board  ot  dragoon  officers  ol  Colt’s  improved  lire 
arms  was  taken  up,  and  alter  being  amended,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  ol  Ala.  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Henderson  submilted  a joint  resolution  to  re- 
mit the  duties  on  iron  used  by  the  West  Feliciana 
rail  road.  Mr.  H.  explained  the  object  of  this  re- 
solution at  some  length,  stating  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  this  company  labored  with  re- 
gard to  the  completion  of  the  road,  &c  and  the  ne- 
cessity that  existed  to  have  the  resolution  passed  at 
once,  if  any  action  w as  to  be  expected  by  lire  other 
house. 

Air.  Tappan  objected,  under  the  rules,  to  its  be- 
ing considered,  and  made  some  remarks  opposed  to 
granting  facilities  to  any  corporation. 

Mr.  Cluy,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  senate  to  in- 
dulge him  in  taking  up  out  of  its  order  on  the  calen- 
dar the  joint  resolution  directing  the  return  to  the 
state  of  Kentucky  of  185  stands  of  arms.  Mr.  C. 


having  explained  the  merits  of  the  case,  it  w as  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  regulat- 
ing the  pay  of  the  navy  was  taken  up,  when  Air. 
Williams  entered  in'o  an  explanation  of  its  merits. 
Mr  Davis  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 

A discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Nor- 
veil,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Buchanan  and  others  partici- 
pated, in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that 
the  pow’er  proposed  to  be  granted  by  it  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  was  more  than  ought  to  be  entrust- 
ed to  any  individual. 

Messrs.  Williams  and  Tappan  advocated  it,  con- 
tending that  the  power  was  wholesome,  and  ought 
to  be  incident  to  the  secretary. 

After  some  lurtbei  discussion,  Mr.  Williams 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  senate  resumed  the  considerat:on  of  the  bill 
to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports.  The 
question  being  on  Mr.  Benton’s  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  drawbacks  on  articles  manufactured  in  the 
U.  States  from  foreign  material,  subject  to  duty, 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  duties  as  reduced  by 
the  compromise  act,  Mr.  Davis  said  he  had  design- 
ed to  make  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this 
amendment,  but  having  learned  that  the  committee 
had  expressed  an  opinion,  unfavorable  to  any  pre- 
sent action  upon  it,  he  would,  at  this  time  say  no- 
thing about  it. 

Mr.  Benton’s  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 
yeas  12,  nays  23. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Clay,  ofKy.  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis.  Dixon,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  Huntington,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smiili,  of 
Indiana.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  White,  Williams, 
Wright.  Young — 32. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Broun.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma. Henderson,  S'range,  Walker — 6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

July  8.  Mr.  Robinson  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
regulating  the  post  office  (which  bill  provides  pe- 
nalties on  vehicles  ol  any  kind,  nr  even  passengers, 
who  may  carry  papers  or  packages) — when  Air. 
Huntington  met  it  in  limine  as  involving  piinciples 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  lightly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Davis,  although  he  had  no  wish  to  interfere, 
said  it  would  be  better  not  to  act  on  it  without  more 
consideration. 

Mr.  Robinson  assented  that  it  should  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  better  execution  of  the  laws  in 
collecting  duties  on  imports, Was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida 
and  Georgia  rail  road  company,  was  taken  up,  and 
Mr.  Benton  entered  into  an  exposition  of  the  bill, 
and  moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  advocated  the  bill  at  some 
length,  and  at  his  suggestion  it  was  passed  over 
until  to-morrow. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  9.  The  chair  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
rpport  from  the  secietary  ot  the  treasury,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  calling  on  that  depaitment 
lor  a list  of  the  appropriations  made  for  the  Distiict 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Crittenden  presented  a memorial  from  the  to- 
bacco planters  ol  Gai relsburg,  Ky.  showing  the 
burdens  to  which  that  trade  had  been  subjected,  and 
joining  in  the  views  taken  by  the  convention  at 
Washington. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  house  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  1840,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
ot  Columbia,  reported  the  house  hill  to  continue  ihe 
corporate  existence  of  certain  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  with  several  amendments. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  ol  the  bill  to  publish  a stereotype 
edition  of  all  the  laws  and  treaties  of  lire  United 
Slates,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  articles  of 
confederation,  constitution,  8tc.  under  the  superin- 
tendence and  direction  of  the  attoiney  general. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
for  distributing  copies  of  the  work  to  members  of 
congress,  sustaining  iiis  mution  by  some  remarks  on 
the  impropr  iety  ol  members  of  congress  thus  voting 
books  for  themselves  at  the  public  expense,  and 
called  for  tire  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wall  moved  to  amend  the  motion  bv  striking 
out  the  whole  section  relative  to  distribution,  pro- 
posing to  leave  the  distribution  to  congress  liereaf- 
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ter,  when  the  boolo  should  be  published.  But  this 
motion  was  not  m order. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lumpkin , striking  out  the 
distribution  to  members  ol  congress,  was  agreed  to, 
yeas  31,  nays  6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall , the  whole  section  relat- 
ing to  the  distribution  of  the  work  was  now  stricken 
out  without  dissent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay , of  Ala.  the  private  and 
local  laws  were  required  to  be  published  in  volumes 
separate  from  the  public  and  general  Iaw3,  and  the 
general  index  to  be  published  in  a separate  volume. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  publishers,  instead 
of  being  limited  to  an  edition  of  2,000  copies,  were 
authorised  to  supply  the  general  demand  lor  the 
work,  at  such  a price  as  the  attorney  general  should 
deem  a fair,  proper  and  reasonable  compensation. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  strike  out  the  compensaj 
tion  to  the  attorney  general,  allowing  him  only  his 
expenses. 

This  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Hubbard , opposed  by 
Mr.  Clay , of  Ala.  and  by  Mr.  Grundy,  and  rejected 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  Huntington,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Pres- 
ton, Roane,  Ruggles,  Tappan,  Walker — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Norvell,  Phelps, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Wall,  White, 
Wright.  Young — 16. 

Air.  Ruggles  moved  to  reduce  the  compensation 
and  expenses  of  the  attorney  general  from  $3,000 
to  $2,U00.  After  a long  debate  by  Mr.  R.  for,  and 
by  Messrs.  Walt,  Grundy,  Buchanan  and  Crittenden 
against  this  amendment,  it  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay, of  Ky.  Davis,  Dixon,  Hubbard,  Huntington, 
King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  l-'ierce,  Pres- 
ton,"Ruggles,  Smith,  ol  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Tappan,  White,  Young — 22 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Merrick,  Nor- 
vell, Phelps,  Porter,  Roane,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 18. 

Air.  Huntington  inquired  if  the  committee  had 
made  any  estimate  of  the  whole  expense  of  the 
work,  a point  which  he  deemed  important  in  the 
present  state  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Wall  said,  not  witli  accuracy;  but  it  was 
judged  that  the  work  would  cost  from  $1  12^  to  $1 
75  per  volume,  (of seven  volumes). 

On  the  question  of  engrossing  the  bill,  Mr.  Da- 
vis called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  order- 
ed, ami  the  bill  was  rejected  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Linn,  Pierce,  Smilh,  of  In- 
diana, Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  Young — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Clayion,  Criitenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Dixon,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  .King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mou- 
ton, Norvell,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tallmadge — 23. 

The  chair  announced  that  ttie  first  special  order 
was  the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Tappan, 
so  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as 
to  limit  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  of  all  the 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay,  ol  Ky.  moved  to  lay  this  resolution  on 
the  table,  with  a view  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
house  to  regulate  and  equalize  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  congress. 

Mr.  Walker  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  ne- 
gatived: yeas  21,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  said  this  day  had  been  express- 
ly assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  mileage  bill, 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  he  deemed  it  impro- 
per that  any  other  should  take  precedence  of  it.  It 
bad  been  brought  to  this  house  three  weeks  ago, 
and  had  not  been  reported  on  by  the  committee  till 
within  three  or  four  days;  and  there  had  never  been 
a formal  call  of  the  committee  to  act  upon  it. 

He  moved,  therefore,  to  postpone  the  joint  reso- 
lution on  the  constitution,  and  make  it  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  considereble  length 
by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Norvell,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Wal- 
ker, Tappan,  Calhoun,  Allen  and  Lumpkin,  touching 
to  some  extent  on  the  merits  of  the  two  antagonist  - 
cal  questions. 

Mr.  Clay’s  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  of  the 
constitution  till  Monday  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeas  21  nays  19. 

The  other  special  orders  were  now  postponed,  by 
consent,  and  the  mileage  bill  was  taken  up  for  consi- 
deration. 

Air.  Norvell  moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  said  he  had  a few  remarks  to 
make  on  that  motion,  and  would  proceed  now  or 
wail  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  the  discretion  of 
he  senate.  I 


Mr.  Fulton  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  21,  nays  14. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  10.  The  senate,  on  motion  of  Air.  Clay,  of 
Ky.  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
house  to  establish  a uniform  rule  of  computing  the 
mileage  of  members  of  congress.  The  question 
being  on  Mr.  Norvell’s  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Davis,  Smith,  olTnd.  and  Lumpkin,  and  advocated 
by  Messis.  Calhoun  and  Wright. 

The  question  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange,  Stur- 
geon, Walker,  Wright — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Criitenden,  Davis,  Dixon,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Phelps, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Tappan,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  White,  Williams, 
Young — 26. 

Mr.  Linn  moved,  instead  of  the  straight  line,  to 
make  the  nearest  mail  route  the  standard  of  dis- 
tance. 

Mr.  Walker  proposed  the  most  usual  mail  route, 
to  be  determined  by  a joint  committee  of  congress, 
and  the  mileage  of  members,  as  allowed,  to  be  pub- 
lished. 

This  amendment  Mr.  Linn  accepted  for  his  own. 

Air.  Clay,  ofKy.  argued  that  this  rule  would  be 
subject  to  great  uncertainty,  and  adduced  some 
cases  in  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  deter- 
mine which  was  the  most  usual  mail  route. 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Allen  made  some  remarks 
in  favor  of  publishing  the  mileage  of  each  member, 
thus  making  him  responsible  for  this,  as  for  other 
things,  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  strike  out  the  most,  usual  mail 
route  from  Mr.  Linn’s  amendment,  and  insert  the 
nearest  mail  route.  He  argued  in  support  of  this 
that  in  many  cases  there  were  several  routes,  which 
were  regular  and  constant,  and  none  of  them  could 
be  said  to  be  more  usual  than  another. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  suggested  that  it  ought  to  be 
the  principal  mail  route,  which  could  be  better  de- 
termined. 

Alter  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Walker  for, 
and  Mr.  Preston  against,  Mr.  Walker’s  amendment; 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis,  making  the  shortest 
mail  route  the  standard  of  distance,  was  agreed  to, 
yeas  26,  nays  14. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Walker,  as  thus  amended 
by  Mr.  Davis,  was  agreed  to,  yeas  25,  nays  13. 

Air.  Walker  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a 
provision  that  hereafter  no  stationary  should  be  al- 
lowed to  members  of  congress. 

In  the  course  of  a long  conversation  by  Messrs. 
Walker,  Clay , of  Ky . Alien,  Calhoun,  Young,  Tall- 
madge, Clay,  of  Ala.  Knight  and  Linn, 

Air.  Walker’s  amendment  was  modified  so  as  to 
limit  the  stationary  allowed  to  each  member  of  con- 
gress to  the  sum  of  $20,  and  in  this  form  it  was 
agreed  to,  yeas  29,  nays  10. 

Air.  Linn  moved  an  amendment,  which  went 
through  a very  long  and  very  irregularconversation. 
and  come  out  so  modified  as  to  provide  that  any 
member  whose  name  should  not  appear  on  every 
vote  by  yeas  and  nays  should  be  deemed  as  absent 
for  that  day,  and  should  not  receive  his  per  diem 
compensation,  unless  unwell,  or  absent  in  commit- 
tee. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  yeas  22,  nays  17. 

Other  amendments,  relating  mostly  to  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  were  severally  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Young,  Norvell,  Wright,  Allen  and  Walker,  and  re- 
jected by  large  majorities;  one  of  them  by  ayes  10, 
another  ayes  7,  &c. 

After  some  remarks  (on  the  merits  of  the  bill  as 
amended)  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Calhoun,  White,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Tallmadge,  and 
Davis — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  a provision  that  the 
secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  ol  the  house  should 
publish,  at  the  close  of  each  session,  the  names  of 
all  the  members,  and  the  number  of  days  each  of 
them  should  have  been  absent  during  the  session, 
except  from  illness. 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Clay, 
of  Ala.  Smith,  of  Con.  and  Allen,  and  opposed  by' 
Messrs.  Huntington,  Crittenden  and  Walker  as  im- 
practicable and  even  redundant,  under  the  forfei- 
ture by  the  bill  of  the  per  diem  pay  for  absence  at 
any  one  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  as  imposing 
extraordinary  power  and  responsibility  on  the  clerk 
and  secretary.  It  was  negatived  without  a count. 

Air.  Smith,  oflnd.  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
for  the  forfeiture  of  the  per  diem  pay  of  a member 
in  ease  of  absence  from  any  one  call,  during  the 
day,  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 


After  debate  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  lud.  Walker, 
Tallmadge  and  Allen , the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Dixon.  Huntington,  King, 
Knight,  Merrick,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith,  oflnd,  Tall- 
madge, White — 16. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Bvchanan,  Clay,  of  Alabama.  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Alouton,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Porter,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright.  Young — 24. 

The  bill  was  amended  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS- Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson.  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulion,  Hubbard, 
Huntington.  King,  Linn.  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Pierce,  Porier,  Preston,  Roane.  Smith,  of  Con.  Strange, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Henderson,  Knight,  Nor- 
vell, Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  While 
—9. 

It  being  understood  that  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  would  be  the  subject  for  to-morrow, 

The  senate  adjourned  at  half  past  5 o’clock. 

July  11.  Air.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  presented  two 
several  petitions,  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of 
that  state,  in  the  following  words: 

“Your  petitioners  humbly  suggest  to  your  honors 
the  propriety  of  reducing  your  per  diem  wages  to 
four  dollars  per  day;  and  we  would  further  suggest 
to  the  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  reduce  their  salaries  one-  half,  as,  also,  all 
other  officers  now  in  our  employ,  for  the  reason  that 
the  price  of  our  wages  is  sunk  one-half,  and  we,  as 
principals  or  employers,  cannot  afford  to  pay  such 
large  salaries  when  our  wages  are  so  low,  as  well  as 
the  products  of  the  soil,  arid,  as  we  verily  believe, 
on  account  of  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  our 
servants  at  Washington.  And  your  petitioners,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray.” 

Mr.  S.  said  he  scarcely  knew  what  disposition  to 
make  of  the  petitions  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, however  worthy  of  consideration  the  subject 
of  the  reduction  of  salaries  might  bp,  and  he  could 
not  hope  for  any  action  upon  them  at  this  session; 
he  would  therefore  lay  them  upon  the  table,  to  be 
taken  up  hereafter  and  appropriately  referred;  which 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  inlroduced  a bill 
making  an  appropriation  of  $55,450  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a joint  resoiution  directing 
the  transfer  to  the  state  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  in 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  senate  look  up  the 
bill  from  the  house  making  appropiiations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Wright  offered  severally  various  amendments, 
(chiefly  restrictive  of  the  gradual  improvement  of 
tlie  navy).  These  and  other  amendments  were  de- 
bated at  great  length  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Hunting- 
ton,  Williams,  Tappan,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Hender- 
son, Grundy,  Walker,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Benton,  Hubbard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and 
Buchanan. 

The  principal  subject  of  discussion  (contingent 
to  an  appropriation  proposed  bv  Mr.  Calhoun  for  a 
dry-dock  in  1 lie  navy  yard  at  Pensacola)  was  the 
general  insufficiency  of  the  defences  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  same  sum,  ($95,000), 
which  from  committee  had  been  moved  for  a dry- 
dock  at  New  York,  should  be  appropriated  for  a 
dry-dock  at  Pensacola,  to  be  applied  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

After  debate,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  and  agreed  to,  as  follows:  yeas  25,  nays  14. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
appropriations  for  dry  docks,  (at  New  York  and 
Pensacola).  This  motion,  after  considerable  de- 
bate, was  agreed  to,  yeas  21,  nays  19. 

The  amendments  from  (he  committee  (except  as 
above)  were  all  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  an  appropriation  ($30,000) 
for  a survey  of  the  coast  between  Mobile  and  the 
month  of  the  Mississippi, 

This  amendment,  advocated  by  Mr.  Henderson 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright,  was  agreed  to,  by 
yeas  21,  nays  10. 

It  was  afterwards  modified,  in  senate,  so  as  to 
make  it  a survey  of  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  above  $30,000 
was  required  to  be  taken  from  the  general  appropri- 
ation for  a survey  oi  the  coast  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  at  half  past  3 o’clock,  was  ordered,  as 
amended,  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  establishing  a uniform  rule  of  com- 
puting the  mileage  of  members  of  congress  having 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  18,  1840— CONGRESS. 


315 


been  read  a tliiid  time,  Mr.  Grundy , after  a few  re- 
marks on  tile  forfeiture  by  the  bill  ol  the  daily  pay 
of  a member  of  congress,  in  case  of  bis  absence  at 
any  one  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  judiciary  committee,  (as  the  se- 
lect committee  was  delunct),  with  instructions  to 
report  a substitute,  providing  for  the  appointment, 
at  an  early  day  of  each  session,  of  a joint  committee 
to  determine  and  report  the  mileage  ol  every  mem- 
ber, according  to  the  laws  now  in  force. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tappan, 
Hubbard  and  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Tallmudge  and  Grundy;  when  the  question 
was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  iollows:  yeas  9,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
until  the  first  Monday  ir,  December  next;  and  on 
that  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
motion  was  lost:  yeas  8,  noes  24. 

Mr.  While  delivered  his  views,  at  some  length, 
against  the  bill,  calling  it  impracticable,  and  said 
he  had  too  much  respect  for  bis  constituents  to  vote 
for  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  its  passage,  and  car- 
ried, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Crittenden, 
Cuthberl,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Huntington,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Roane, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Hender- 
son, Norvell,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White — 8. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  conti- 
nue the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  when  some  objections  were  made 
as  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour.  Mr.  Broum  moved 
an  adjournment,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a vote 
of  17  to  12. 

And  tbe  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  read,  when 
Mr.  Allen  ottered  several  amendments,  which  were 
read,  changing  the  entire  character  of  the  bill  as 
reported  from  the  committee.  The  amendments 
were  all  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  one,  which  was  also  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  to  the  effect  that  the  banks  should 
not  pay  out  the  notes  of  any  other  bank  when  said 
banks  are  in  a state  of  suspension. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

July  13.  Mr.  Norvell  presented  a memorial  from 
citizens  of  Detroit,  asking  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  by  congress  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a rail  road  from  that  city  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Crittenden  presented  a memorial  from  up- 
waids  of  seven  hundred  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  asking  a recharter  of  the  banks,  and 
stating  the  unpleasant  condition  in  which  the  com- 
munity will  be  placed  in  the  event  of  the  charters 
not  being  granted.  The  memorial  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  in  addition  to  an  act  “concerning  pilot- 
age,” approved  March  2d,  1837. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  an  unlavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  county,  Alabama,  lor  the  payment 
of  claims  ol  Alabama  volunteers. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  authorising  the  settlement  and  payment  of 
certain  claims  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 

The  following  bills,  received  from  the  house, 
were  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading: 

An  acl  to  continue  in  force  the  1st  section  of  an 
act  entitled  “an  act  to  extend  the  time  lor  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  returning  sur- 
veys thereon  to  the  general  land  office,”  approved 
July  7,  1838. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  bounty 
land  warrants  granted  for  military  services  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  joint  resolution?  for  the  exchange  of  books 
and  public  documents  for  foreign  publications. 

Mr.  Linn  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the  house  bill  referred  to  them  granting 
pensions  to  Cherokee  warriors  engaged  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  same  amount 
respectively  as  if  they  were  citizens  of  the  United 
Siaies.  This  bill,  the  senate,  by  consent,  proceed- 
ed at  once  to  consider. 

Messrs.  Pierce,  Grundy,  Linn,  Buchanan  and 
Lumpkin,  gave  their  views  on  this  bill  alter  which 
it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  (as  from  the  house,  and 
amended  by  the  senate  committee),  to  continue  the 
corporate  existence  of  certain  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

After  a brief  conversation  on  points  of  order  by 
Messrs.  Allen,  Crittenden  and  Merrick. 


Mr.  Alien  moved  to  limit  the  continuance  by  the 
bill  to  July  4,  1841,  instead  of  1842;  to  strike  out 
all  the  conditions,  both  from  the  house  and  senate 
committee,  on  which  said  continuance  was  predicat- 
ed; and  to  insert  instead  thereat  a section,  requiring 
the  banks  to  resume,  and  continue,  specie  pay  inents 
within  ten  days  alter  the  adjournment  of  congress, 
and  annulling  their  charters  in  case  of  any  neglect 
or  refusal  to  comply  with  all  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  as  it  should  be  passed.  This  section,  Mr.  A. 
said,  was  merely  preliminary  to  several  others  which 
he  was  about  to  otter. 

Mr.  Buchanan  (instead  of  dividing  the  question 
on  Mr.  Allen’s  amendment)  moved  to  limit  the  ef- 
fect ol  the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  committee,  to 
July  4,  1841,  instead  of  1842.  This  amendment 
was  agreed  to  as  follows:  yeas  23,  nays  14. 

Mr.  Allen  then  renewed  his  motion  as  above  mere- 
ly omitting  the  part  to  which  the  senate  had  just 
agreed. 

This  motiou  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Merrick,  Calhoun,  Wal- 
ker, Grundy,  Crittenden,  Wright,  Allen,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Tappan,  Benton  and  Preston  partici- 
pated. 

Mr.  Anderson  offered  a proviso,  which  Mr.  Allen 
accepted,  that  Mr.  A’s  amendment  (as  above) 
should  not  extend  to  deposites  in  bank,  which  had 
been'made  with  the  understanding  that  they  should 
be  paid  in  current  money. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  carried  yeas  21,  nays  18. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  in  relation  to 
several  verbal  amendments;  when  Mr.  Allen  moved 
further  to  amend  by  adding  the  following: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  afier  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act,  neither  of  said  banks  shall 
issue  or  pay  out  any  notes  of  ils  own,  or  of  any  other 
bank,  company  or  individual,  of  any  other  denomina- 
tion than  ten,  twenty,  forty,  sixty,  eighty  and  one  hun- 
dred dollars  and  upwards. 

This  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  16,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  the  following: 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officers  of 
each  of  said  banks,  to  wit:  the  president,  cashier,  tel- 
lers and  directors,  shall  each,  from  and  after  the  taking 
effect  of  this  act,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  made,  jointly 
and  severally,  liable,  in  their  individual  capacity,  for  all 
the  debts  and  obligations  thereafter  contracted  by  or 
on  behalf  of  such  bank,  and  which  maybe  contracted 
during  the  time  he  is  such  officer  or  director,  and  such 
liability  shall  continue  afier  he  may  have  ceased  to  be 
such  officer  or  director;  and  each  and  every  stockhol- 
der in  such  bank  shall,  from  and  after  the  taking  effect 
of  this  act,  also  be,  and  they  are  hereby  made,  jointly 
and  severally,  liable,  in  their  individual  capacity,  each 
to  the  full  amount  of  his  or  her  stock  in  such  bank,  for 
all  the  debts  and  obligations  (hereafter  contracted  by 
or  on  behalf  of  such  bank,  and  which  may  be  contract- 
ed during  the  time  he  or  she  is  such  stockholder,  and 
such  liability  shall  continue  after  he  or  she  may  have 
ceased  to  be  such  stockholder. 

This  amendment  was  also  debated  at  some  length, 
and  carried,  yeas  20,  nays  16. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  to  insert  the  following: 

Sec.  . And  be  it  j urther  enacted,  'i’ll at  from  and  af- 
ter the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  on  officer  of  the  fede- 
ral government  shall  continue  to  be  or  shall  become, 
an  officer  or  director  of,  or  stockholder  in,  or  agent  or 
attorney  for,  either  of  said  banks. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Walker 
and  Allen,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, and  Buchanan,  and  rejected,  yeas  16,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Buggies,  moved  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Allen: 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  officer  of 
the  federal  government,  nor  any  member  of  congress 
shall  hereafter  have  any  loan  of  money  nor  extension 
of  time  on  any  note  heretofore  given,  from  either  of  the 
said  banks. 

A short  colloquy  ensued,  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Rugbies’  amendment,  and  lost,  by  the 
following  vote:  yeas  15,  nays  18. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  determined  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  16,  nays  2(1. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, to  strike  out  the  second  section,  in  the  follow- 
ing  words: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  of  either  xif  said  banks  shall  vio- 
late the  provisions  aforesaid',  they  and  each  of  them 
shall  be  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars  for  every  offence,  to 
he  recovered  by  presentment  or  indictment  in  any  court 
of  record  having  jurisdiction  thereof. 

It  was  determined  iu  the  negative,  as  follows: 
yeas  13,  nays  20. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  was  about  proposing  another 
ameffdinent,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  senate  adjourned, 
at  about  9 o’clock:  leaving  the  bill  where  it  was 
when  it  catne  from  the  house. 


HOUSE  OK  IIEPRESENTATI VES. 

Tuesday,  Jum  7.  The  journal  of  yesterday  hav- 
ing been'  read/  Mr.  Triplett  rose  and  asked  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to  otter  a resolution 
which,  he  said,  he  had  lor  three  or  four  days  past 
desired  to  present,  and  which  he  asked  might  be 
read  lor  information.  II  any  objection  was  made, 
be  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  a suspension  of 
the  rule,  and  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  repurt  to  this 
house,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  congress, 
the  amount  of  expenditure  in  suppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities in  Florida,  showing  distinctly  the  various  items 
of  expenditure;  that  he  report  the  number  of  troops  em- 
ployed in  that  service,  and  the  length  of  time  employed; 
distinguishing  the  commissioned  officer?  from  the  pri- 
vates and  null-commissioned  officers,  and  the  amount 
ol  pay  to  those  officers  and  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates;  the  amount  paid  for  subsistence 
and  transportation,  and  tile  items  of  such  expenditure 
separately;  the  other  expenses  under  their  appropriate 
heads,  and  the  items  of  such  expenditure. 

Mr.  C.  Johnson  objected.  He  did  not,  he  said, 
object  to  the  call  l<fr  the  information  generally',  but 
he  objected  to  going  into  these  details  which  mould 
swell  into  a volume  as  big  as  a common  Bible. 

Mr.  Triplett  (under  Rave)  said  that  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  would  not,  he  was  sure,  make 
any  objection  if  he  undeistood  the  matter.  The 
items  were  called  for  only  where  they  were  neces- 
sary to  show  whether  the  money  had  been  expend- 
ed according  to  law. 

1 have  not  (continued  Mr.  T.)  moved  in  this 
matter  without  reflection,  and  such  inlormation  as 
convinces  me  that  the  detailed  inlormation  I require 
from  the  secretary  of  war  is  necessary  to  our  future 
correct  and  intormed  legislation  on  future  appro- 
priations lor  carrying  on  the  Florida  war.  as  welt  as 
to  know  how  the  money  we  have  already  appropriat- 
ed has  been  expended  by  the  executive.  1 have,  v\  ith 
soiries  pains  and  much  labor,  made  abstracts  Irom 
all  the  appropriation  bills  lor  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities,  and  caiiying  on  tbe  Florida  war  lor  the 
years  1836,  ’37  and  ’3s,  which  1 hold  in  my  hand, 
(which  do  not  include  the  expenses  of  the  regular 
anny),  and  they  amount  to  $-'20,298,117.  This 
house  and  the  people  have  a right  to  know  how 
this  amount  of  money  has  been  expended;  and  to 
show  the  house  that  this  is  not  a motion  connected 
with  electioneering,  I have  required  tins  informa- 
tion to  be  communicated  to  the  next  congress — af- 
ter the  presidential  election  is  over — as  I did  not 
expect  to  get  it  at  this.  I believe  the  gentleman 
Irom  Tennessee  is  mistaken  in  supposing  it  will 
make  a hookas  big  as  a Bible.  I believe  the  whole 
inlormation  can  be  communicated  in  some  60  or  75 
pages,  if  it  is  pioperly  and  appropriately  arranged; 
but,  large  or  small,  1 believe  our  duty  lo  our  con- 
stituents and  ourselves  requires  us  to  have  it.  Much 
speculation  and  rumor  are  afloat  on  this  subject, 
and  we  are  entitled  to  know  the  truth,  and  have  the 
information  in  an  authentic  shape. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  said  he  made  no  objection  to 
the  resolJlion  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  elec- 
tioneering document,  or  that  it  would  affect  the 
presidedtial  election  one  way  or  the  other.  He  ob- 
jected because  the  items  would  run  out  into  a 
volume. 

Mr.  Triplett  then  moved  a suspension  of  (he  rule, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  ( the  demand  for  which, 
how'ever,  he  subsequently  withdrew). 

And  the  speaker  being  about  to  put  the  question 
on  the  motiou  lo  suspend, Mr.  C.  Johnson  withdrew 
his  objection. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoplion  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  McKay  said  that,  as  he  understood 
tile  gentleman  Irom  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Triplett,)  he 
had  stated  that  the  aggregate  amount  ol  appropria- 
tions lor  the  Seminole  war  was  over  $2U,U(10,0<)0. 
He  (Mr.  McK.)  had  seen  a statement,  prepared 
with  great  care  at  the  quartermasters  department, 
by  which  the  amount  ol  appropriations,  commenc- 
ing in  January,  1836,  not  only  lor  the  Seminole 
war,  but  lor  the  suppression  ol  Greek  and  Cherokee 
hostilities,  amounted  to  only  nineteen  millions,  or  a 
little  upwards.  '1  his  sum  of  nineteen  millions  was 
confined  not  to  operations  in  Florida  alone,  but  with 
the  Creeus  ar.d  Cherokees. 

Mr.  Triplett  said  if  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  is  right,  then  the  records  of  this  house  are 
wrong. 

And  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  taken  and  agreed  to. 

The  speaker  having  announced  the  next  business 
in  order  to  be  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  Pickens,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, repotted  a bill  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
making  an  exploration  and  survey  of  the  northeast- 
| ern  boundary.  Read  twice,  and  committed. 
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Mr.  Pickens,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
faiis,  reported  back  the  joint  resolution  from  the  se- 
nate authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  certain  presents  from  the  imaum  of  Mus- 
cat and  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  and  to  dispose  oi 
the  same,  with  an  amendment. 

What  (he  precise  words  of  this  amendment  were 
it  was  impossible  for  the  reporter  to  understand, 
from  the  reading;  but,  (in  substance),  instead  of 
expressly  authorising  the  president  to  accept  the 
said  presents,  & c.  &c.  the  amendment  authorises 
him  to  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as  he 
may  see  fit — the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  several  institutions  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  support  of  orphans. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  amendment  was  not  less 
objectionable  to  him  than  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  senate  in  the  first  instance:  for,  although  the 
resolution,  as  it  had  been  amended  by  the  commit- 
tee, did  not,  in  express  terms,  authorise  the  accept- 
ance of  presents,  yet  virtually  it  did  so;  for  it  au- 
thoiised  the  president  to  dispose  of  them,  and  con- 
gress could  not  authorise  him  to  dispose  of  them 
without  a positive  previous  authority  to  accept 
them.  Mr.  A.  then  went  into  an  examination  of 
the  policy  which  had  been  pursued  in  such  matters, 
from  the  year  1798  to  the  year  1834,  which  had 
been  hostile  to  the  acceptance  of  all  presents;  and 
expressed  a hope  that  congress  would  continue  to 
be  true  to  that  principle  of  honest  and  firm  morality 
which  had  in  former  cases  governed  their  action. 
Mr.  A.  had  not  concluded  when,  the  morning  hour 
having  expired,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van- 
derpoel,  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A number  of  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  fable 
were  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  appropriately 
referred. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  “to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,” 
coming  up  on  its  first  and  second  reading,  Mr.  Pick 
ens  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  considering  the 
lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  almost  impossibility 
of  going  into  a discussion  on  the  merits  of  this  mea- 
sure: considering  also  the  vast  interests  involved  in 
it,  and  that  it  embraces  principles  somewhat  novel 
in  our  legislation:  considering  also  that  it  is  not 
proposed  that  the  bill  shall  go  into  operation  be- 
fore the  first  of  February  next:  under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, I move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Stanly  ashed  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered.  Mr.  Vanderpoet  moved  a call  ol  the  house; 
which  was  ordered.  And  the  roll  having  been 
called,  15U  members  answered  to  their  names.  And 
the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  called,  177 
members  appeared  to  be  present.  The  doors  of  the 
hall  were  then  closed;  and  excuses  were  received; 
and,  after  some  time, on  motion  of  Mr.  Weller,  fur- 
ther proceedings  were  dispensed  with;  and  the 
doors  of  the  hall  were  again  opened. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  molion  of  Mr. 
Pickens  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Judsnn  Allen,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Biack,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  A.  V. 
Brown,  Burke,  Bynum,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Casey,  Chinn,  Conner,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  W.  R.  Cooper, 
Craig,  Cross,  Dana,  John  Davis,  Doan,  Doig,  Drom- 
goole,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  For- 
nance,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Griffin, 
Hammond,  .1.  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill,  ot  Va. 
Hill,  of  N.  Carolina,  Holleman,  Holmes,  Hook,  Hop- 
kins, Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Natha- 
niel Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leonard, 
Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McCulloh,  McKay,  Mar- 
cltand,  Meuill,  Miller,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pick- 
ens, Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rives,  J.  Ro- 
gers. Ryall,  Samuels,  Sbavv,  Shepard,  J.  Smith, 
T-  Smith.  Starkweather.  Steertrod,  Stuart,  Sumter, 
Sweeny,  Taylor,  P.  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Watterson,  Weller,  J-  W,  Wil- 
liams, H.  Williams,  L.  Williams — 101. 

NAY  S — Messrs,  Adams,  J,  W,  Allen,  Hugh  J.  An- 
derson, Biker,  Bell,  Biddle,  Briggs,  Brockway,  A.  G. 
Brown.  W.  O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carter,  Chapman,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Clifford,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crans- 
ton. Crary,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Thomas  Davee,  E.  Davies, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Dillett,  Evans,  Everett, 
Fillm  .re,  R.  Garland,  Giddings,  Graves,  Green,  Grin- 
ned, Habersham,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hoffman, 
Hubbard,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James,  Charles  Johnston, 
Ketnpshall,  King,  Leet,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Ma- 
son, Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Morgan,  C.  Morris, 
Naylor,  Nisbet,  Ogle,  Palen,  Parris,  Proffit,  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rariden,  Ravner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell, 
Sallonstall,  Sergeant,  Sbrjonton,  A-  Smith,  Stanly, 
Strong.  J.  Thompson,  ^iljinghijst,  Tolanrf,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood.  DVD.  Wagener,  P.  J.  .Wagner, 
IS.  D.  White,  Wick,  T.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Willi  ams^SS. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  granting  two  townships  oflamd  to. the  uni- 
versity of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  which  bad  been  re- 


turned from  the  senate  with  an  amendment,  was 
taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

Air.  Underwood  (on  leave)  presented  a memorial, 
which  was  relered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Petrikin,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln, 
of  Mass,  in  Ihe  chair),  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Reed,  (submitted  last  evening,  and  left  undecided 
for  want  of  a quorum),  to  amend  Ihe  bill  by  insert- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $60,000  for  the  preparation 
and  commencement  of  the  third  steam  vessel,  au- 
thorised by  Ihe  act  of  March  3d,  JS39. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment,  by 
ayes  77,  noes  67,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  lollowing  words: 

“Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  follow- 
ing sum,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of  a former 
appropriation  which  has  been  carried  to  the  credit  of 
the  surplus  fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reappro- 
priated, viz: 

“For  the  purchase  of  a site  and  the  construction  of  a 
dry  dock  lor  the  naval  service  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  as  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1835, 
$9,563  61.” 

After  considerable  discussion  on  the  amendment, 
the  question  was  put  to  strike  out  the  said  section, 
a large  majority  of  those  present  stood  up  in  the 
negative,  but  no  quorum  voted.  The  house  then 
look  its  usual  recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Cushing  op  leave,  made 
some  brief  observations  in  relation  to  the  blockade 
of  the  river  La  Plata  by  the  French,  and  the  injuri- 
ous effect  it  had  upon  our  commerce.  He  contend- 
ed that  as  there  was  no  actual  war  between  France 
and  the  Argentine  republic,  the  blockade  was  a vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nations,  and  ought  not  to  be 
sanctioned  by  the  silence  of  neutral  powers  whose 
commerce  suffered  by  it. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  then  resumed  the 
consideration  ol  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 

After  the  rejection  of  several  proposed  amend- 
ments, among  which  was  that  of  Mr.  Petrikin  to 
strikeout  the  appropriation  for  a dry  dock  at  New 
York,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  house  and  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  then  adjourned, 

Wednesday,  July  8.  This  morning  after  the  jour- 
nal had  been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  a re- 
solution was  adopted,  setting  apart  the  first  day 
after  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bills,  for  the 
consideration  of  territorial  business. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  leave,  presented  a memorial  from 
Mr.  Trist,  our  consul  at  Havana. 

Mr.  Curtis,  on  leave,  presented  a memorial  from 
naval  officers  at  that  port,  preferring  certain  charges 
against  Mr.  Trist.  Both  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the 
disposal  ol  the  presents  from  the  imaum  of  Muscat. 
And  the  question  pending  being  on  the  amendment 
to  the  same,  as  reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  Pickens, 
from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Air.  Jldams  resumed  his  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution.  Although  the  amendment  had  struck 
out  the  direct  authority  given  to  the  president  to  re- 
ceive the  presents,  as  contained  in  the  original  re- 
solution, yet  Mr.  A.  could  not  consent  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  presents  in  any  form.  He  had  not 
concluded  when  the  hour  expired. 

Mr.  Leadbelter  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
w hich,  on  last  evening,  the  naval  appropriation  bill 
had  been  passed.  He  did  so  with  a view  of  sub- 
mitting an  amepdment  proposing  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  in- 
structions to  report  on  the  probable  cost  of  the  dry 
dock  at  Npw  York,  and  the  length  of  time  it  would 
take  to  complete  it. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  Stanly,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  it  was  rejected. 

The-  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
and  took  up  the  army  bill. 

Several  amendments  were  offered  but  no  question 
had  been  taken  at  the  time  the  hour  for  the  usual 
recess  hag  ai liygd. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Underwood , from  the  select 
committee  on  steam  engines,  asked  leave  to  make 
a report  favorable  to  the  invention  of  major  Raub, 
for  preventing  the  explosion "6f  "steam  boilers.  Air. 
Underwood  made  some  observations  o:i  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject,  and  hoped  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  the  reception  of  tlie  report. 

Mr.  Biddle  objected,  whereof)  the  report  \yas  pot 
pressed  at  that  time. 


The  bouse  then  went  inlocominitleeof  the  t; hole, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  army  appro- 
priation  bill.  At  8 o’clock,  there  being  i.o  quorum, 
the  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

1'hursday,  July  9.  The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  being  the  joint  resolution  Irom  the  senate 
authorising  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  to 
dispose  of  certain  presents  from  the  imaum  of  Mus- 
cat and  the  emperor  of  Alorocco;  and  which  bad 
been  reported  back  by  Mr.  Pickens,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Jldams  resumed  his  speech  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution,  and  concluded  at  a few  minutes  be- 
fore one  o’clock.  He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  ant'  intimated  his  intention  to  vote 
against  that  and  also  against  the  joint  resolution 
itself. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  took  the  floor,  and  replied  to 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  .Adams,  who  (Mr.  P.  thought) 
had  attached  to  this  matter  more  importance  than  it 
deserved.  Mr.  P.  agreed  with  that  gentleman  that, 
as  a general  law  or  precedent,  the  president  should 
not  be  allow  ed  to  receive  presents  from  foreign  pow- 
ers. He  (Mr.  P.)  woulu  be  the  last  man  to  autho- 
rise such  a general  system.  Mr.  P.  was  replying 
seriatim,  but  briefly,  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Adams, 
when  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  inquired  of 
the  speaker  w hether  the  morning  hour  had  expired? 
Mr.  Pickens  urged  Mr.  J.  to  suspend  any  motion  lor 
a very  few  minutes,  to  enable  him  to  finish  the  few 
remarks  he  had  to  make.  Air.  J.  consented  to  do 
so,  on  the  understanding  that  Mr.  P.  woulu  con- 
sume only  a tew  minutes.  Here  several  voices  urg- 
ed Mr.  Pickens  to  move  the  previous  question  befoie 
he  took  Iris  seat;  which  he  said  he  would  do.  He 
then  answered,  briefly,  each  of  the  points  raised  by 
Mr.  A - and,  dosing  so,  adverted  to  the  disinter- 
ested and  generous  aid  w hich  had  been  extended  in 
her  distress  to  the  U.  S.  ship  of  war  Peacock  by  the 
imaum  of  Muscat;  contending  that  this  case  differed 
from  others  in  which  presents  had  been  made,  and 
inasmuch  as,  in  this  instance,  they  were  intended 
as  a mark  of  attachment  and  respect  to  the  people 
and  government  of  Ihe  United  States,  and  not  to  in- 
dividuals. Mr.  P.  concluded  by  demanding  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Cashing  requested  Air.  P.  to  withdraw  the 
motion  to  enable  him  to  have  read,  as  the  reporter 
understood,  a resolution  or  precedent  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Pickens  could  not,  be  said,  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion after  the  courtesy  which  had  been  extended  to 
him  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  sub, 
mit  a motion  (which  was  reduced  to  writing  and 
read  for  information)  that  the  joint  resolution  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
with  instructions  lo  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 

clause,  and  insert,  that  the  sum  of dollars  be 

appropriated  lo  defray  the  expenses  of  repairing  the 
vessel  of  the  imaum  of  Muscat,  ( now  at  New  York), 
and  for  provisioning  the  said  vessel  while  there  and 
on  her  return,  and  that  said  committee  report  the 
sum  necessary  for  these  purposes.  Objection  was 
made  in  several  quarters.  And  the  question  recur- 
ring on  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  there 
was  asecond.  And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
be  taken.  And  the  main  question  (bping,  first,  on 
the  amendment  which  authorises  the  president  to 
dispose  of  the  said  presents,  (without  in  terms  au- 
thorising their  acceptance),  the  proceeds  thereof  to 
be  divided  among  the  charitable  institutions  for  or- 
phans jn  this  District),  was  taken  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  69,  nays  89.  So  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  engrossing  the  joint 
resolution  for  a third  reading;  (which  authorises  the 
president  to  accept  the  presents  and  dispose  of  them, 
the  proceeds  to  he  paid  over  to  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States). 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read,  A1  r.  Mark  A.  Coo- 
per moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  lable.  He  thought 
that  would  be  the  best  way  to  defeat  it. 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. 

Air.  Adams  appealed  (o  Mr.  Cooper  to  withdraw 
his  motion  in  order  that  a direct  vote  might  be  ta- 
ken on  the  resolution.  Mr.  Cooper  thereupon  with- 
drew his  motion. 

And  the  question  on  ordering  the  joint  resolutiqn 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  was  then  taken 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  ) eas  75,  nays  86.  So 
the  house  refused  to  older  the  joint  resolution  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Air.  Jones,  pf  Virginia,  moved  that  the  rules  of 
the  (louse  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  going  in- 
to committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
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Mr.  Everett  asked  Mr.  Jones  to  give  way  lor  a mo- 
ment, to  enable  him  to  oiler  a resolution.  Mr.  J. 
declined  to  do  so. 

The  rules  having  been  suspended  for  the  purpose, 
the  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Evans,  of 
Maine,  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1840. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  point  of  order 
raised  last  evening  by  Mr.  Wise , that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Curtis,  appropriating  #45,000  to  pay 
for  sites  for  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  on  the 
western  waters,  was  not  in  order.  The  chair  had 
decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

And  the  question  was:  “shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?” 

Tiie  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Clifford, 
McKay,  Wise,  Atherton,  who  opposed  the  decision 
of  the  chair;  and  by  Messrs.  Davis,  ot  Indiana,  and 
Briggs,  who  sustained  it.  After  w hich,  the  question 
Was  taken,  and  the  vote  stood:  ayes  57,  noes  66. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed,  and 
the  amendment  declared  not  to  he  in  order. 

The  item  appropriating  #50,000  for  repairs  and 
improvements  at  Harper’s  Ferry  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Rice  Garland  desired  to  be  informed  why  the 
appropriation  was  so  large? 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  explained  that  the  appro- 
priation had  been  rendered  necessary  for  repairs,  Sic. 
and  referred  to  the  items  setting  forth  the  particular 
objects  for  which  the  money  was  required. 

Mr.  Wise  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  chairman 
or  some  member  of  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, whether  the  government  continued  to  expend 
money  at  the  armories  for  the  manufacture  of  Hall’s 
patent  rifles? 

After  a moment’s  delay,  Mr.  Monroe  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  a few  were  still  manufactured. 

Mr.  Wise  went  on  to  say  that  the  rifle  was  use- 
less, and  that  he  would  not  allow  the  one  he  had  had 
to  stay  about  his  house.  It  vva3  more  dangerous  to 
the  man  who  had  to  use  it  than  it  was  to  an  enemy. 
Mr.  W.  explained  how  and  why.  Improvements,  he 
said,  were  going  on  every  day.  Colt’s  rifle  was  said 
to  be  better;  so  was  Cochran’s;  and  there  were  olher.s. 
H e was  w illing  to  appropriate  money  for  experiments  I 
in  arms,  but  the  country  ought  to  be  very  careful  in 
adopting  any.  He  was  told  that  100,000  of  Hall’s 
rifles  had  been  manufactured  for  the  government. — 
All  Ihis  money  had  been  thrown  away,  and  he  hop- 
ed that  proper  attention  would  be  given  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  glad,  he  said,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  had  taken  up  the  subject. 
This  rifle  was  not  a favorite  with  him  (Mr.  M.) — 
But  the  gentleman  would  best  obtain  his  object  by 
offering  a resolution  directing  that  these  arms  shall, 
not  be  given  out,  or  adopting  some  other  course  by 
which  the  object  can  be  effected. 

Mr.  Wise  oliered  an  amendment,  in  the  shape  of 
a proviso,  declaring  that  none  of  the  money  hereby 
appropriated  shall  be  expended  in  the  manufactuie 
of  Hall’s  patent  rifle. 

Mr.  Graves  raised  the  question  that  the  amend- 
ment was  out  of  order,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
in  order,  on  an  appropriation  bill,  to  regulate  the 
sort  of  arms  that  shall  b?  used. 

The  chair  had  some  doubts,  he  said,  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  finally  decided  that  the  amendment  was 
not  in  order.  Mr.  Wise  appealed  from  that  decision. 
And  the  question  being,  “shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?” 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Graves,  Mon- 
roe, Wise,  Proffil,  Lucas  and  W.  Thompson ; when 
some  conversation  took  place  between  the  chair  and 
Mr.  Wise,  fiorn  which  it  appeared  lhat  when  the 
chair  had  decided  the  amendment  of  Mr.  W.  to  be 
out  of  order,  he  had  done  so  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  relevant  to  any  clause  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration; but  the  chair  intimated  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  in  order  herealler.  Mr.  W.  thereupon 
withdrew  his  appeal,  giving  notice  of  his  intention 
to  renew  it  at  tiie  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  (not  being  satisfied,  he  said, 
with  the  explanations  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia, 
w hy  so  large  an  amount  should  be  appropriated  lor 
the  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferry)  moved  to  reduce  the 
amount  from  #511,000  to  #25,000. 

After  a few  reinailcs  from  Messrs.  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Monroe,  W.  Thompson  and  Rice  Garland,  Mr. 
Murk  A.  Cooper  was  understood  to  ask  Mr.  Garland 
to  modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  reduce  the  w hole 
amount  ot  this  class  of  appropriations  25  per  cent. 
But  Mr.  G.  did  not  accede  !o  the  modification.  The 
question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Rariden  (who  was  very  imperfectly  heard) 
was  understood  to  say  that  a statement  had  been 
made  in  the  western  country  papers,  that  an  esti- 
mate had  been  sent  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  of  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road. 


I He  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee whether  such  was  the  fact? 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  expressed  himself  a little 
astonished  at  the  inquiry,  coming  as  il  aid,  from  a 
gentleman  who  had  ransacked  every  document  on 
the  subject  sent  in  from  the  commencement  of  the 
session  to  this  day;  and  who  was  ten  times  as  well 
informed  as  he  (Mr.  J.)  was.  If  he  thought  that 
the  gentleman  was  really  sincere  in  asking  the  in- 
formation, he  (Mr.  J.)  would  che^rlully  give  him 
all  he  had.  As  it  was,  however,  he  did  not  see  why 
the  gentleman  might  not  as  well  put  the  inquiry  to 
any  other  member. 

Mr.  Rariden  was  understood  to  express  his  regret 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jones)  should 
have  declined  to  give  him  a direct  answer  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  the  matter  involved  a question  of  his  (Mr. 
R’s)  veracity;  he  having  stated  that  no  such  esti- 
mate had  been  sent  in,  and  the  western  country  pa- 
pers having  stated  that  it  had. 

Mr.  Jones  then  said  he  would  state  that,  in  the 
estimates  submitted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  and  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  appro- 
priation bills  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways 
arid  means,  there  was  no  estimate  lor  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  Ruriden  inquired  if  there  had  been  any  since? 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  no  such  estimate  had  been 
submitted  to  the  committee  with  a view  to  report  a 
bill. 

Mr.  Rariden  then  said  that  the  amendment  which 
he  was  about  to  propose  must,  under  these  circum- 
stances, stand  upon  its  own  strength. 

And  he  ottered  an  amendment,  appropriating  the 
sum  of  #225,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  inquired  of  the  chair  whe- 
ther the  amendment  was  in  order. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  not. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  appeal- 
ed. 

The  appeal  was  debated,  and  the  decision  of  the 
chair  was  opposed  by  Messis.  Davis,  of  Indiana, 
Rariden,  Mason,  of  Ohio,  Tillinghust  and  Proffil. 

Mr.  Rariden  withdrew  the  amendment,  reserving 
to  himself  the  right  to  otter  it  at  a subsequent  time. 

And,  it  being  now  half  past  2 o’clock,  the  house 
took  the  usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  The  house  being  in  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  army 
appropriation  bill,  Mr.  Giddings  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  the  sum  of  five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  injury  lately  sustained  by  the  harbor 
at  Grand  river,  Ohio,  and  for  preserving  said  harbor 
from  further  destruction. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  objected  that  said  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Giddings  said  lie  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  withdraw  his  objection  until  he 
could  make  a statement  of  the  facts  respecting  the 
amendment  ottered.  Mr.  Jonec  refused. 

The  chair  said  that  from  the  previous  decision  of 
the  committee  he  felt  constrained  to  sustain  the  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Giddings  said  he  should  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  an  appeal. 

The  chairman  slated  the  question  on  the  appeal. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  appeal,  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment  reducing 
the  appropriations  for  numerous  items  in  the  bill  25 
per  cent. 

This  amendment  was  debated  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Cooper,  Dawson,  Jones,  Everett,  Briggs,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Cross,  TiUvnghasl  and  Monroe,  when  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  two  voices  were  heard  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  the  rest  of  the  house  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  an  additional  item  of  #19,764, 
providing  for  the  repairs  of  certain  arsenals,  and 
accompanied  his  motion  by  a communication  from 
the  head  of  the  ordnance  department,  stating  that 
certain  arsenals  had  suttered  from  fires  and  storms. 

Mr.  Stanly  made  inquiries  of  the  chairman  which 
educed  explanations  on  his  part. 

The  communication  was  read. 

Mr.  Stanly  withdrew  his  objections,  and  the  item 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  an  additional  clause  providing 
for  certain  expenditures  in  Florida,  amounting  in  ail 
to  #300.000. 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  whether  this  was  included  in 
the  estimates  from  the  department  presented  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session? 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  it  was  not;  and  explained 
why  the  demand  from  the  department  had  been  de- 
layed. There  had  remained  ari  unexpended  balance 
at  that  time  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  sufficient, 
but  it  had  since  been  ascertained  lhat  it  would  not; 


and  as  there  must  be  another  campaign  in  Floiida 
to  be  provide  d for,  the  department  hod  deemed  it 
most  prudent  to  request  the  appropriation  now. 

Fin  tiler  explanations  was  given  by  Mr.  Jones  in 
reply  to  inquiries  by  Mr.  Stanly. 

Communications  were  read  from  gen.  Jesup,  ac- 
companied by  detailed  estimates  from  the  quarter- 
master’s department,  of  what  would  be  required  lor 
the  lurther  prosecution  of  the  war  in  Flor.da. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  if  necessary  he  should  vote  for 
this  appropriation,  but  he  again  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  vvliat  he  considered  a very  repre- 
hensible course  of  the  departments  in  withholding 
estimates  till  toward  the  close  of  the  session,  when 
there  was  not  time  to  examine  and  discuss  them. — 
There  was  no  more  apparent  probability  ol  a termi- 
nation of  the  war  in  Florida  than  there  had  been  two 
years  since.  Estimates  had  been  augmented  over  a 
million  of  dollars  since  the  cornmenceir.en  ol  the 
session;  and  this  would  all  be  thrown  at  the  door  of 
congress,  and  urged  as  an  argument  in  lavor  of  the 
president  and  his  sub-treasury.  Mr.  S.  then  went 
into  a very  antiinated  speech,  in  which  he  reviewed 
the  course  of  the  administration  party  in  relation  lo 
the  Florida  war,  the  Cumberland  road,  Sic.  At  half 
past  seven,  he  yielded  lor  a motion  lor  the  rising  of 
the  committee.  The  committee  thereupon  rose. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  by  consent,  report- 
ed two  senate  bills  concerning  the  pursers  and  the  ra- 
tions in  the  navy,  (which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole),  and  moved  that  one  hour  be 
set  apart  to-morrow  for  the  consideration  of  these 
bills;  but  it  requiring  two-thirds,  and  no  quorum  be- 
ing present,  Mr.  R.  did  not  press  his  request. 

Mr.  Dawson  stated  that  the  committee  of  claims 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  report  on  a single 
claim  lor  more  than  three  months,  and  asked  an  hour 
to  morrow  for  that  committee.  But  the  same  objec- 
tion existing  as  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Reed,  he  did 
not  insist  on  the  motion. 

It  w as  now  moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  48,  nays  32.  So  the  house,  at  a quarter 
past  8 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  !0.  Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  moved 
lo  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  house  had  yes- 
terday refused  to  order  to  a third  reading  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  senate  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
the  presents  sent  by  the  imaum  of  Muscat  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  with  a view  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  declaring  that  the  president 
■night  disposed  of  the  presents  in  such  mode  as  he 
thought  best,  the  proceeds  thereof  to  go  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States. 

A question  was  made  whether  this  was  not  the 
same  amendment  which  had  been  rejected?  Mr. 
Clifford  said  it  was  not  precisely  the  same;  and  on 
his  motion  to  reconsider  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a call  of  the  house;  but  it  was 
refused — ayes  42,  noes  84.  The  call  for  the  previ- 
ous question  was  seconded,  put,  arid  carried;  and 
Ihe  main  question  being  on  the  reconsideration, 
Mr.  A.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being 
ordered,  and  about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  A.  inquiied 
whether  the  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  w as  still 
in  possession  ot  the  house?  The  chair  replied  that 
it  was.  Mr.  A.  then  asked  how  it  happened  that  it 
had  not  been  returned  to  the  senate?  The  chair 
replied  that  the  clerk  stated  that  the  resolution  had 
been  delivered  to  Mr.  Clifford,  who  j ot  imated  his 
intention  to  move  a reconsideration,  and  had  by  luux 
been  recently  returned  to  Ihe  clerk’s  table.  Mr. 
Adams  inquired  whether  that  was  the  usage  of  the 
house?  b 

Mr.  Jameson  said  the  house  had,  on  a former  day, 
decided  that  before  a document  was  sent  to  the  se- 
nate, a reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  fora  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration  to  be  moved. 

Mr.  Adams  commented  with  some  severity  on  the 
conduct  of  the  clerk  in  this  instance,  and  piotested 
against  such  a practice. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  replied  in  vindication  of  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Adams  w ished  lo  rejoin,  when  Mr.  Petrikin 
objected. 

Mr.  Adams  continuing  to  speak— the  cAufrdecid- 
ed  him  to  be  out  of  order,  unless  he  made  some 
motion.  Mr.  Adams  insisted  it  was  a question  of 
privilege;  and,  after  some  conversation,  the  chair 
decided  lhat,  so  far  as  related  to  the  retaining  by 
any  member  of  a bill  or  resolution  belonging  to  the 
house,  it  was  a question  of  privilege.  ° 

Mr.  Turney  and  Mr.  Jameson  inquired  whether 
ihe  question  was  debateable  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  seconded.  The  chair  decided  that,  as 
a question  ol  privilege  incidentally  arising,  it  was 
debateable.  From  this  decision  Mr.  Turney  took 
an  appeal,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  was  required  to  reduce  his  motion  to 
writing;  which  he  did.  The  question  then  being 
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on  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  chair,  it  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  as  lollows:  yeas  86,  nays 
66.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  to  support  his  resolu- 
tion by  an  appeal  to  Jefferson’s  Manual,  and  com- 
menting with  considerable  severity  on  the  conduct 
of  the  clerk,  which  he  accused  of  being  accommo- 
dated to  party  views. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  replied  in  defence  of  tRe  clerk, 
insisting  that  such  a strict  application  of  the  letter 
of  the  law  was  unheard  of  before,  and  would  impli- 
cate half  the  house,  and  among  others  the  gentleman 
from,  Massachusetts  himself,  who  had  had  this  very 
paper  in  his  possession  for  some  time  yesterday. 
Mr.  D.  denied  that  any  detention  in  the  delivery  of 
the  paper  to  the  senate  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
course  of  the  clerk;  but,  to  get  at  an  exact  statement 
of  the  facts,  he  would  move  the  reference  of  the 
gentleman’s  resolution  to  a select  committee.  Mr. 
Adams  here  rose  to  speak.  Mr.  Dromgoole.  1 have 
not  done.  Mr.  Adams  continuing  to  speak — Mr. 
Dromgoole.  I assure  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts that  I have  not  done.  Mr.  Adams.  I am 
very  happy,  indeed,  to  hear  it;  the  longer  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  speaks,  the  more  I shall  be  delight- 
ed. [Laughter].  Mr.  Dromgoole,  after  a few  more 
remarks,  made  his  motion  for  a select  committee,  and 
on  that  motion  demanded  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Wise  remonstrating — -Mr.  Dromgoole  withdrew 
the  call.  Mr.  Craig  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Adams  remonstrated,  and  asked  to 
reply. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  75,  nays  79. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Drom- 
goole; expressing  his  willingness  that  the  whole 
matter  should  go  to  a select  committee,  and  the 
clerk  have  every  opportunity  of  defence.  As  to  his 
having  had  the  paper  in  his  hands,  it  was  true;  hut 
it  had  taken  place  in  the  face  of  the  house,  and  the 
paper  had  been  returned  to  the  clerk’s  table — which 
w:as  a different  case  entirely  from  its  being  private- 
ly delivered  to  a member.  Mr.  A.  then  referred  to 
the  votes  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  house  had 
twice  rejected  the  senate’s  resolution,  and  hoped  no 
out-of-door  influence  or  effect  of  causes  would  in- 
duce any  change  in  that  vote. 

Mr.  Davis , of  Indiana,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clifford, 
who  went  into  a very  full  and  frank  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case;  declaring  himself  willing  to 
leave  a decision  on  his  conduct  to  any  and  all  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men,  and  to  no  one  sooner 
(save  in  a moment  of  irritation)  than  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  himself.  His  reason 
for  asking  for  a loan  of  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
clerk  w'as,  that  he  might  so  frame  an  amendment  to 
it  as  to  include  so  much  of  it  as  had  seemed  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  house,  and  to  exclude 
what  had  been  objected  to;  for  this  purpose  it  was 
necessary  he  should  have  the  paper  before  him. 
He  had  not  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  rule 
w'hich  forbade  this:  when- he  obtained  the  paper,  it 
was  too  late  to  send  it  to  the  senate,  and  he  had 
embraced  the  earliest  hour  this  morning  to  restore 
-it  to  the  possession  of  the  clerk.  Mr.  C.  vindicated 
the  clerk  from  all  improper  motives  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  C.  had  intimated  to  that-officer  his  intention  to 
move  a reconsideration,  but  it  was  then  too  late  to 
send  the  bill  to  the  senate,  for  that  body  had  ad- 
journed two  hours  before.  No  injury  had  resulted  to 
any  one,  and  no  delay  to  the  public  business;  and 
Mr.  C.  repudiated  the  idea  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  any  impropriety  whatever,  and  charged  Mr 
Adams  with  some  want  of  charity  in  intimating  the 
existence  of  any  underhanded  conspiracy  between 
him  and  the  clerk  to  violate  the  order  ol  congress  or 
take  any  undue  advantage.  After  a reference,  which 
brought  up 

Mr.  Cushing,  who  con  firmed  the  statement  of  Mr. 
C.  so  far  as  he  was  implicated  in  it,  and  admitted 
that  he  had  expressed  himself  dissatisfied  with  the 
one-sided  discussion  which  the  senate  bill  had  re- 
ceived— Mrj  Clifford,  in  compliance  with  a promise 
to  Mr.  Davis,  renewed  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Everelt  was  anxious  to  get  the  floor  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  but  Mr.  Clifford 
refused  to  withdraw  his  call.  The  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  to  lay'  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  amt  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  be- 
ino-  ordered,  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  59,  navs  101.  So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  having  brought  the  house 
to  a vote  directly  on  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
Adams — Mr.  A.  withdrew  his  resolution.  [Loud 
cries  of  “no,  no;”  “you  can’t  withdraw;”  “too 
late;”  “not  in  order.”] 


The  chair  said  the  question  of  privilege  having 
now  been  disposed  of,  the  house  would  return  to  the 
point  where  it  was  when  that  question  was  moved. 
And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clifford  to  reconsitier,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follow’s:  yeas  10S,  nays  54.  So  the  house 
resolved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  had  re- 
fused to  order  the  senate’s  bill  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Everett  said  he  now  wished  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  and  making  an  appropriation  for  the  repairs 
of  the  ship  Sultanee,  and  for  making  certain  suita- 
ble presents  to  the  imaum  of  Muscat,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  kindness  to  a United  States  vessel 
in  distress.  The  chair  said  this  would  not  be  in  or- 
der. Mr.  E.  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with  instructions 
to  report  an  amendment  to  that  effect.  Mr.  E*.  then 
made  a short  speech  in  support  of  this  motion.  He 
wished  to  separate  the  case  of  the  imaum  entirely 
from  that  of  the  emperor  of  Morocco.  He  consi- 
dered the  subject  in  reference  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  imaum’s  presents  as  put  at  rest  by  the  presi- 
dent’s refusal;  the  reasons  the  president  had  given 
would,  doubtless,  satisfy  the  imaum  that  no  disre- 
spect was  intended  by  the  return  of  his  presents. 
They  were  manifestly  intended  for  the  personal  use 
of  the  president,  and  now  to  sell  them  and  put  the 
proceeds  into  the  treasury  would  amount  to  an  in- 
sult to  this  noble-minded  prince,  and  would  be  no 
less  a disgrace  to  our  own  nation.  But,  if  we  re- 
tained the  presents,  we  ought,  in  decency,  to  make 
some  return.  . 

Mr.  Clifford  now  moved  his  amendment  to  the 
bill  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Everett, 
and  demanded  on  that  motion  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Naylor  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  house  had  rejected,  yesterday,  the 
amendment  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
proposing  a sale  of  the  presents  and  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  among  the  orphan  asylums  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  a call  of  the  house;  but  the 
motion  was  negatived:  yeas  17,  nays  106. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table  but  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr.  Nay- 
lor’s motion  to  reconsider,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows:  yeas  70,  nays  75.  So  the  house 
refused  to  reconsider. 

The  previous  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Clif- 
ford’s amendment,  and  carried.  A difficulty  here 
arose  on  account  of  some  gentlemen  having  voted 
by  mistake  against  Mr.  Naylor’s  motion  to  recon- 
sider, but  it  was  decided  to  be  too  late  to  alter  the 
record,  unless  by  general  consent.  Mr.  Petrikin 
objected. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  adopting  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Clifford,  (viz:  to  sell  the 
presents,  save  such  as  can  be  placed  in  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  and  put  the  proceeds  in  the  treasu- 
ry),  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirma- 
tive as  follows:  yeas  82,  nays  76.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
thus  amended,  to  its  third  reading.  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Monroe,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  voted  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  last  vote  purposely  to  obtain 
the  privilege  of  moving  a reconsideration;  and  now, 
with  a view  to  save  the  honor  of  the  country,  he 
would  move  that  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment 
ol'  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  been  adopted  be 
reconsidered.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion 
was  rejected  without  a count.  So  the  house  refused 
to  reconsider. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  its  Ihird  reading,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  80,  nays  62.  So  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  who  was  one  of  those  who  had 
voted  by  mistake  on  Mr.  Naylor’s  molion  to  recon- 
sider, now  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  amendment  introduced 
from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  (namely,  to 
sell  and  distribute  the  proceeds  among  the  orphan 
asylu  ms). 

Mr.  Banks  said  t hat  proposition  had  twice  beer, 
rejected  yesterday,  and  he  moved  the  previous 
question,  (the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  cut  off 
the  motion  to  recommit,  and  bring  the  house  to  a 
vote  upon  the  bill). 

The  chair  said  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Dromgoole ) was  not  yet  in  order. 

The  question  being  then,  “when  shall  the  bill  be 
read  a third  time?”  Mr.  Profit  moved,  “next  ses- 
sion,” Many  voice's,  “now.” 


The  bill,  having  been  ordered  to  a third  reading 
at  this  time,  was  read  a third  time.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
renewed  his  motion  to  recommit,  as  before.  Mr. 
Petrikin  demanded  the  previous  question.  Mr.  L. 
Williams  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  the 
motion  was  negatived.  The  question  then  recurring 
on  seconding  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  it 
was  carried:  ayes  75,  noes  65.  So  the  previous 
question  was  seconded,  it  was  then  put  and  carried; 
and  the  main  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 
yeas  82,  nays  70.  So  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed.  , 

[It  empowers  the  president  to  dispose  of  such  of 
the  presents,  both  from  the  imaum  of  Muscat  and 
the  emperor  of  Morocco,  as  cannot  conveniently  be 
deposited  or  kept  in  the  department  of  state,  and  to 
place  the  proceeds  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.] 

Mr.  Profit  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  reso- 
lution as  lollows: 

“A  joint  resolution  to  replenish  the  exhausted  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  by  the  sale  of  certain  horses, 
lions,  otto  of  roses,  rose-water,  cashmere  shawls,  &c. 
being  a donation  made  to  the  United  States  bv  the 
imaum  of  Muscat  and  the  emperor  of  Morocco.’’ 

Mr.  P.  made  some  remarks  expressive  of  his 
views  of  this  mean  and  beggardly  mode  of  reple- 
nishing the  treasury:  and  inquired  where  was  any 
constitutional  authority  for  the  act? 

Mr.  Monroe  said  he  had  never  known  a transac- 
tion of  so  much  indecency  before  in  any — the  chair 
called  him  to  order.  Weil:  he  would  say,  then,  if 
the  like  had  been  done  by  the  legislature  of  N.  York 
or  Virginia,  he  should  have  con  idered  them  as  hav- 
ing inflicted  lasting  di-grace  on  those  states.  (He 
was  again  called  to  order).  He  said  he  did  not 
mean  to  reflect  on  the  motives  of  gentlemen,  but 
they  could  not  have  seen  the  monstrous  character  of 
the  proceeding.  They  had  not  accepted  these  pre- 
sents, and  yet  they  had  ordered  them  to  be  sold  and 
the  proceeds  put  into  the  treasury! 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment  to  the  title.  But  the  house 
refused  to  second  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clifford,  the  title  was  then 
amended  so  as  to  read: 

“A  resolution  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  dispose  of  certain  presents  from  the  imaum 
of  Muscat  and  the  emperor  of  Morocco.” 

And  in  this  form  the  title  was  agreed  fo. 

A joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  and  exchange 
of  books  with  foreign  countries  (according  to  the 
plan  of  M.  Vattemare)  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  go  into  committee  on  the 
army  bill;  but  before  a question  was  taken — the 
house  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Lincoln  (on  leave)  moved 
that  another  member  be  appointed  on  the  commit- 
tee on  accounts,  to  supply  the  vacancy'  occasioned 
by  the  absence  (from  indisposition)  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Lawrence) ; ordered  accordingly. 

The  speaker  stated  that,  when  the  hour  of  recess 
expired,  a motion  was  pending,  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jones),  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, (on  leave),  reported  a bill  entitled  “an  act 
to  amend  an  act  approved  May  13,  I860,  entitled 
‘an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States.’” 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read  by  its  title,  Mr. 
S.  moved  that  it  be  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Crabb  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  C.  moved  its 
commitment  to  the  committee  of  the  whole;  ex- 
pressing his  desire  to  move  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  compensation  received  by  the  jurors 
of  the  United  States  courts  should  conform  to  the 
compensation  of  jurors  of  the  state  courts.  After 
some  conversation,  Mr.  C.  w ithdrew  tiis  motion  to 
refer  ttie  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole;  and 
proposed  now  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a clause 
declaring  that  the  jurors  of  said  courts  should  be 
paid  for  their  services  the  same  sum  as  is  paid  to 
jurors  of  the  slate  courts,  in  such  cases  as  the  ju- 
rors may  choose. 

Some  further  conversation  followed,  when  Mr. 
C.  modified  his  amendment  by  adding  thereto  the 
words  “and  that  in  states  w'here  no  compensation  is 
made  by  law,  the  said  jurors  in  said  states  shall  re- 
ceive the  compensation  now  fixed  by'  the  law  of 
the  United  States.” 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment, 
as  modified,  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and, 
having  been  read  a third  time,  was  passed. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.'that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  tho  whole  on  the  state  of. the  union — 
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Mr.  Russell  appealed  to  Mr.  Jones  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  in  order  that  the  committees  might  be 
called  lor  reports. 

Mr.  Jones  declining;  the  question  was  taken  on 
his  motion,  and  the  vote  stood:  ayes  49,  nays  42; 
no  quorum  voting. 

Mi.  Russell  again  appealed  to  Mr.  Jones  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

The  speaker  said  that,  as  there  was  no  quorum 
present,  no  motion  could  be  entertained  but  a mo- 
tion lor  a call  of  the  house  or  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Evans  appealed  to  gentlemen  either  to  go 
into  committee  or  to  let  reports  be  made. 

Mr.  Lincoln  withdrew  his  motion  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  house. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 
that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  being  again  put,  the  vote 
stood:  ayes  58,  noes*52;  still  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Steenrod  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Craig  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
refused. 

Mr.  Evans  asked  if  the  motion  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  house  was  debateable? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Evans  then  protested  against  the  time  which 
would  be  uselessly  consumed  in  a call  of  the  house, 
and  which  might  be  satisfactorily  spent  in  the  ad- 
vance of  the  public  business  by  calling  the  com- 
mittees for  reports. 

After  some  conversation,  the  motion  for  a call  of 
the  house  and  the  motion  to  go  into  committee 
were  withdrawn,  and,  by  general  consent,  the 
speaker  proceeded  to  call  the  committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  Brockwuy,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Coventry  and  Hebron,  praying  aid  from  congress  to 
erect  a monument  to  the  memory  of  captain  Na- 
than Hale,  reported  a joint  resolution  appropriat- 
ing $1,000  lor  that  purpose.  Read  twice,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  the  house  took  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  regulating  the  shipment  and 
discharge  of  seamen,  and  the  duties  of  consuls.” 
And  the  bill  was  passed. 

One  hour  having  elapsed,  and  the  committees 
not  having  been  yet  called  through — Mr.  Jones,  ot 
Virginia,  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  ot  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Monroe  hoped  that  the  call  of  the  commit- 
tees would  be  completed. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend,  the  vote  stood:  ayes  49,  noes  52;  no  quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that,  as  there  was  no  quorum  pre- 
sent, he  would  move  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Petrikin  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were — yeas  63,  nays  64.  So  the  call  was  refused. 
And  a quorum  being  now  present — the  question 
again  recurred  on  the  motion  to  go  into  committee. 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  j'eas  and  nays;  which 
were  oidered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  78, 
r.ays  54.  So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  (at  six  o’clock)  the  house  again  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Evans,  ol  Maine,  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  army  appro- 
priation bill. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia,  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an 
appropriation  of  $300,000  lor  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Stanly  addressed  the  committee  in  continua- 
tion of  his  remarks  commenced  yesterday,  which 
he  concluded  at  about  8 o’clock. 

Mr.  Lincoln  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  Ihe  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  whether  this  appropria- 
tion was  intended  to  apply  to  the  additional  force  it 
was  contemplated  to  send  into  Florida,  (for  in- 
stance, the  1,500  men  proposed  bv  the  bill  of  the 
committee  on  military  affairs),  or  merely  for  the 
expense  of  the  present  force. 

Mr.  Jones  was  understood  to  reply  that  he  had 
had  no  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  the  de- 
partment, nor  had  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  make 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  that,  in  such  a state  of  uncer- 
tainty, he  should  not  consider  himself  justified  in 
voting  for  the  amendment,  as  he  was  opposed  to 
any  increase  of  the  standing  army. 

Mr.  IV.  Thompson  then  obtained  the  floor. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  11.  Mr.  Rayner  asked  leave  to 
submit  a motion  for  the  printing  of  1,000  extra  co- 
pies of  a certain  report  made  by  him  yesterday  from 
the  committee  on  roads  and  canals.  Mr.  Turney 
objected. 


Mr.  Curtis  asked  that  the  bill,  heretofore  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Hillen,irom  the  committee  on  commerce, 
repealing  the  New  York  pilot  law,  be  committed  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
Mr.  Clary  objected.. 

The  speaker  then  called  the  committees  for  re- 
ports, commencing  (where  the  call  was  suspended 
yesterday)  with  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands  was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri, 
in  relation  to  pre-emption  rights  to  lands;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mason,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  to  the  house,  without  amendment,  senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  grant  other  lands  to  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  sixth  section  by  Indian 
reservations;  which  was  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  to  morrow. 

Mr.  M.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a bill 
to  continue  in  force  the  first  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virgi- 
nia military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  general  land  office,”  approved  July 
7,  1838.  Mr.  M.  asked  that  the  bill  would  be  read 
the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objected.  It  contained  a donation 
of  land,  and  should  be  committed.  He  made  a mo- 
tion that  it  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house.  . 

Mr.  Mason  made  some  remarks,  showing  that  it 
did  not  contain  an  appropriation.  It  was  not  origi- 
nating new  legislation,  but  simply  extending  an  ex- 
isting act. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer  it 
to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  bounty  land 
warrants  granted  for  military  services  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Messrs.  Casey  and  Underwood  made  some  re- 
marks, showing  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  pass- 
ing the  bill,  and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  accord- 
ing to  order,  and  passed. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  issuing  military  bounty  land  warrants  to  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army.  An 
ineffectual  effort  was  made  to  pass  the  bill  to  a third 
reading.  After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Lewis  Wil- 
liams moved  its  recommitment.  Pending  the  ques- 
tion, (the  morning  hour  having  expired),  Mr. 
Briggs  called  lor  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  house  again  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  wdiole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  in  the.  chair),  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  the  year  1840. 

The  pending  question  was  on  Ihe  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  an  appro- 
priation of  $3 00,000  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  made  some  general  remarks 
on  the  conduct  and  condition  of  the  Florida  war;  in 
the  course  of  which  he  expressed  his  opinion  that 
the  sum  of  $300,000  was  not  more  than  half  enough 
— that  a vigorous  and  consentaneous  movement  was 
necessary  to  terminate  the  war — that  there  was  no 
chance  of  getting  the  Seininoles  off  except  by  the 
presence  of  a very  large  force — a force  of  at  least 
ten  thousand  troops.  Mr.  T.  then  adverted  briefly 
to  the  provisions  of  the  armed  occupation  bill,  and 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  raising  of  a corps  of 
fifteen  hundred  men. 

Mr.  Biddle  said  he  was  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any 
man  in  making  appropriations  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  honor  of  the  country;  but  he  had  been  so 
often  deceived  and  cheated  in  yielding  to  importu- 
nities, and  to  threats,  too,  that  he  would  not  go 
blindly  into  any  further  appropriations.  He  must 
first  see  his  way  clear  — he  must  have  some  guaran- 
ty that  the  confusion,  amt  absurdity  and  want  of  in- 
tellect which  had  characterized  the  management  of 
this  war  up  to  the  present  time  were  about  to  dis- 
appear. As  yet,  he  regretted  to  say,  the  house  had 
no  reason  to  believe  that  such  wouid  be  the  case. 

Mr.  B.  then  addressed  the  committee  for  nearly 
two  hours  on  the  general  policy  of  this  war,  and  the 
abuses  which  had  marked  its  management;  and  con- 
cluded by  adverting  briefly  to  the  “gross  and  bru- 
tal”  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon  himself  in 
the  “Globe”  newspaper,  simply  because,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  house,  he  had  asked  for  light  and  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Hunt  followed  in  a review  of  the  extrava- 
gant and  wasteful  expenditures  which  had  attended 
the  Florida  warpand  was  still  on  the  floor,  when  the 


chair  having  announced  the  hour  of  half  past  two 
o’clock,  the  house  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  re- 
sumed and  concluded  the  speech  he  had  begun  in 
the  morning  on  the  subject  of  the  Florida  war,  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted,  and  the 
waste  of  public  money  which  had  attended  every 
stage  of  its  progress.  He  was  tbliowed  by  Mr.  W. 
O.  Butler, ol  Kentucky,  who  made  an  animated  and 
eloquent  speech  in  defence  of  the  war,  its  equity 
and  policy;  the  causes  of  its  being  so  long  protract- 
ed; and  the  necessity  of  prosecuting  it  to  an  end. 
He  warmly  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment in  furnishing  men  and  means,  and  the  valor 
ami  conduct  of  our  generals  and  troops,  attributin' 
the  failure  of  the  campaigns  to  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  the  peculiar  character  of  Indian  war- 
tare;  to  which  no  troops  were  adapted  but  such  as 
had  wrested  Kentucky  fiom  the  savages  who  war- 
ed upon  the  early  settlers  of  the  west.  Mr.  B. 
concluded  at  about  half  past  seven, when  Mr.  Graves 
obtained  the  floor:  ami  the  committee  rising,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  July  13.  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama, 
wished  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to 
which  was  relerred  the  case  of  lieut.  Hooe,  be  required 
to  report  forthwith  to  this  house  who  are  legal  witnesses, 
under  the  existing  laws,  before  courts  martial  in  the 
navy  of  the  U .ited  States;  and,  further,  to  report  who 
shall  hereafter  be  examined  as  witnesses  in  trials  before 
such  courts. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Chapman  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  admit  of  his  ottering  it;  observ- 
ing that,  he  also,  wanted  to  “bring  gentlemen  to  the 
bull  ring;”  and  he  thereupon  moved  a call  of  the 
house,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They 
were  ordered  by  the  house,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  73,  nays  55.  So  the  house 
determined  there  should  be  a call.  The  roll  being 
called,  there  appeared  to  be  164  members  present 
The  absentees  having  been  again  called,  181  mem- 
bers were  found  to  be  in  the  house.  When,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hopkins,  further  proceedings  were  sus- 
pended. The  question  then  recurring^n  suspend- 
ing the  rules,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  yeas  110,  nays  67.  There  not  being  two- 
thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  again  in  the 
chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  army 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Graves,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the 
committee  till  half  past  12  o’clock,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Butler,  and  in  general  commentary  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  Downing  the  delegate  from  Florida,  then 
took  the  floor,  and  went 'into  a full  discussion  of 
the  manner  in  which  that  war  had  been  thus  far 
conducted.  Mr.  D.  denounced  the  entire  manao-e- 
ment  of  the  contest,  and,  without  directly  reflecting 
on  any  one  of  the  generals  who  had  had  the  com- 
mand, insisted  that  their  measures  had  been  such 
that  failure  must  ensue.  He  contended  that,  with 
a proper  number  ol  men,  the  war  might  be  brought 
to  a close  in  a single  campaign;  but  complained 
that  no  more  than  $300,000  were  asked  for  by  the 
government,  when  $5,000,000  had  been  the  ave- 
rage annual  cost  of  conducting  the  war  heretofore, 
this  showed  a design  to  continue  the  war,  not  to 
bring  it  to  a close.  Mr.  D.  had  not  concluded  his 
remarks  when  the  hour  of  recess  arrived. 

Evening  session.  The  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  in  the 
chair),  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the 
year  1840;  the  pending  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  an  appropriation  of  $300,000  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Floiida. 

Mr.  Downing  continued  his  remarks,  and  conclud- 
ed at  six  o’clock. 

Mr.  Monroe  replied,  at  considerable  length  to 
ceitain  portions  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  D.  reflect- 
ing on  the  conduct  of  the  regular  army  in  Florida 

In  giving  his  sanction  to  the  appropriation  con- 
tained hi  the  amendment,  Mr.  M.  expressed  his  be- 
lief that  it  was  far  too  small  in  amount,  and  his 
willingness  to  go  to  any  extent  of  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  ol  terminating  the  war- 

Mr.  Underwood  next  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  for  two  houis  in  relation  to  the  Flo- 
rida war;  in  vindication  ofgpn.  Jesup,  and  especi- 
ally in  vindication  of  that  part  of  his  conduct  which 
related  to  the  capture  of  Seminoles  under  a white 
flag— a circumstance,  Mr.  U.  insisted,  which  wa3 
justifiable  in  itself,  and  which  would,  one  day,  be 
explained  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  country. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 
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Agricultural  PREMIUM  for  Liberia.  A merchant 
of  New  York  offers  $10  for  Hie  first  bag  of  coffee  rais- 
ed in  Liberia,  and  proved  to  have  been  grown  there  by 
free  blacks. 

Anthracite  rails.  The  editor  of  the  Miners’  Jour- 
nal states  that  the  anthracite  cast  iron  rail  road  laid 
down  in  that  borough  has  been  thoroughly  tried  for  the 
last  two  months,  and  not  a single  rail  has  been  broken 
as  yet,  nor  have  any  repairs  been  required.  I here  is 
greater  elasticity  in  the  rails  than  was  expected  by  the 
most  sanguine.  Cast  iron  rail  roads  (the  Journal  adds) 
will  soon  supersede  all  the  wooden  roads  in  that  region, 
on  which  horse  power  alone  is  used. 

Anti-slavery.  The  anti-slavery  electors  of  this  state, 
friendly  to  die  independent  anti-slavery  nominations  for 
president  and  vice  president,  (Messrs.  Burneyand  Earle) 
are  invited  by  the  anti-slavery  stale  committee  to  meet 
in  convention  at  Syracuse,  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  ot 
August  next,  ot  II  o’clock,  A.  M.  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  and 
for  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant  governor. 

[New  York  Evening  Post. 

Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  fate  of 
these  banks  was  finally  decided  in  the  United  S<ates 
senate  on  Thursday  night,  by  a rejection  of  the  motion 
to  reconsider,  on  which  the  vote  was:  yeas  IS,  nays  21. 


of  their  eldest  daughter,  and  on  their  return  found 
nothing  but  a heap  of  ashes,  in  which  were  found 
some  of  the  bones  of  the  children.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  shanty  had  taken  fire  while  they  were  asleep, 
as  the  bones  were  found  near  where  mere  the  beds 
stood. 

Flour.  Prices  at  N.  York,  $4  75  to  $5.  At  Balti- 
more $5.  At  Georgetown,  D.  C.  $4  62  1-2  a $4  75.  At 
Louisville  $3  75.  At  Havana  on  the  3d  inst.  $14  50a 
$15. 

The  receipts  of  flour  at  New  York,  by  the  canals, 
from  the  opening  on  the  20th  April  to  the  6th  of  July, 
were  about  343,000  barrels. 

Gunnery.  M.  Berchon,  an  old  officer  at  Rochefort, 
is  stated  to  have  made  important  improvement  in  ma- 
rine gunnery,  whereby  only  six  instead  of  twelve  men 
will  be  required  to  work  a twelve  pounder,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  fire  with  greater  facility  and  promptitude.  | 
According  to  M.  Berchon’s  plan,  ship  guns  will  require 
no  priming,  and  thus,  will  nut  only  go  off  more  rapidly 
but  without  any  danger  of  setting  fire  to  the  battery, 
as  now  frequently  happens.  The  piece  moreover  wifi 
be  kepi  in  its  position  without  wedges  or  tackle,  where- 
by an  immense  saving  in  these  articles  will  be  made. 

[ French  paper. 

Galena,  Illinois,  contains  655  white  males  over 
tweniy  years  of  age. 


Bank  of  Virginia.  Anthony  Robinson,  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Virginia,  resigned  on  the  loth  instant,  and 
Henry  M.  Brent,  esq.  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

United  States  finances.  The  New  York  Express 
of  the  16, n,  says: — "A  great  number  of  drafts  on  the 
post  office  department  are  under  protest,  and  the  officers 
of  government  give  no  assurance  that  they  will  be  paid 
until  after  August. 

The  new  issues  of  government  post  notes,  in  the  shape 
of  fifty  dollar  bills,  bearing  an  interest  of  two  per  cent, 
per  annum,  are  in  circulation.  These  are  regular  pro- 
mises-to-pay  notes;  their  being  no  person  to  pay  them. 
Thus,  while  the  government  are  about  to  receive  no- 
thing but  gold  and  silver  of  the  public,  they  in  turn  pay 
nothing  but  promises.” 

Commodore  Elliott.  The  naval  court  martial  have 
found  the  commodore  guilty  of  the  first,  third,  fifth,  sixth 
and  eighth  charges,  and  sentenced  him  to  a suspension 
for  four  years,  two  of  which  without  pay.  The  sentence 
has  been  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  but  the 
president  has  remitted  the  clause  in  relation  to  pay. 

Concord,  N.  H.  Present  population  4,898— in  1S30, 
3,727;  increase  1,171. 


Cotton  has  declined  1-4  cent  at  New  York.  Sales 
to  the  extent  of  some  thousand  bales  have  been  made. 
Tennessee  and  Alabama  are  still  quoted  at  6 3-4  a 9 cts. 
fine  Mobile  and  Louisiana  at  9 12  a 11;  upland,  ordi- 
nary to  middling,  6 3-4  a 8 1-4;  fair  to  good  fair  9 a 9 1-2; 
and  good  and  fine  at  9 3-4  a Id  cts.  per  lb. 

Apalachicola.  The  amount  of  cotton  exported  from 
this  nort  from  the  1st  October  to  1st  July,  is  65,412  bales, 
leaving  stock  on  hand  ot  6,093  bales. 

Charleston , July  11.  The  general  features  of  the  up- 
land market  has  undergone  no  change.  Buyers  have 
taken  1,773  bags,  at  6 1-4  a 10  cents. 

At  Petersburg,  Va.  on  Saturday,  cotton  was  extreme- 
ly dud,  and  extremes  were  quoted  at  6 1-2  a.  9 cents. 

New  Orleans,  July  8.  A large  business  for  so  late  a 
period  has  been  done — 5,899  bales  exported  within  the 
three  last  days.  Stock  on  hand  79,956  bales.  7,000  bales 
were  sold  oil  Saturday  last— 600  on  Monday  and  700 
yesterdav.  . 

The  underwriters  at  Liverpool,  demur  at  being  held 
liable  where  cotton  is  brought  on  deck,  because  of  us 
exposure,  and  also  strain  on  the  vessel.  They  propose 
to  hold  the  owners  liable  for  the  damage  done. 

l'he  cotton  trade.  Exported  front  the  United  Slates, 
since  1st  October  last,  1,633,153 

Same  time  last  year,  9Ijh?72 

Same  time  year  before,  1,413,567 


Joseph  John  Gurney,  the  Quaker  preacher,  intends 
returning  to  England  on  the  25th  instant,  in  the  packet 
ship  Roscius,  from  New  York.  It  is  now  nearly  three 
years  since  he  arrived  in  this  country  , during  which 
period  he  has  visited  nearly  every  section  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  • 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  U.  States.  The  act  of 
1831  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
U.  States,  and  the  acts  additional  thereto,  are  continu- 
ed in  force  for  three  years  from  the  27th  of  May  last, 
and  are  made  applicable  to  the  cases  of  insolvency 
which  have  occurred  since  the  date  of  said  acf,  or 
which  may  occur  prior  to  the  27th  May,  1843. 

Ice.  A vessel  resently  arrived  at  Tampico,  from  Bos- 
ton with  a cargo  of  icc — the  custom  house  demanded 
$6,000  duty.  This  amount  the  master  refused  to  pay, 
and  threatened  to  let  the  whole  melt.  This  determina- 
tion softened  the  heart  of  the  collector,  who  lowered 
his  charge  to  $150. 

Benjamin  Lett,  convicted  in  Oswego  county,  N. 
Y.  lor  arson,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years’  imprison- 
ment, has  escaped.  Governor  Seward  otters  a reward 
of  $250  for  his  apprehension. 

“The  Magnet.”  A small  newspaper  of  this  title  is 
now  printed  at  New  York  on  a press  moved  by  elec- 
tric magnetic  power.  “We  can  conceive  of  no  prac- 
tical idea  more  sublime  than  that  of  diffusing  the 
light  of  intellectual  power  through  the  agency  of  that 
etherial  fluid,  which  seems  to  control  all  the  move- 
ments of  the  universe.” 


The  mail.  By  a new  arrangement  of  a steamboat 
and  rail  road  mail  from  New  York  to  Boston,  via  New 
London,  Norwich  and  Worcester,  with  a car  on  the 
Norwich  and  Worcester  rail  road,  and  a travelling 
post  office  for  a clerk  of  the  department,  for  receiving 
and  assorting  the  mails,  the  mails  from  New  York 
eastward  is  to  be  expedited  some  hours. 


Precious  metals.  The  London  “Mining  Journal’’ 
gives  the  following  table  of  the  produedon  of  gjld  and 
silver  for  forty  years,  viz:  from  1791)  to  1830: 

Gdd.  -Silver. 


Mexico,  ' $28,606,569 

Buenos  Ayres,  17,883,422 

Russia,  16  461,030 

Chili,  12,314,390 


$621,413,475 

120,811.830 

6,679,916 

8,101,885 


$75,270,461  $757,007,155 

A total  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  millions  two 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
seventeen  dollars. 


£ Silk  culture.  The  demand  for  morus  muliicaulis 
having  subsided,  many  of  those  who  had  cultivated  them 
for  sale  resorted  to  the  expedient  of  feeding  silk  worms 
with  i he  leaves.  Of  course  they  had  the  difficulties  to 
mpet  with  which  inexperienced  persons  are  always  sub- 
jected to  in  new  experiments.  In  the  neighborhood  to 
which  our  limited  observations  has  been  confined,  the 
experiment  has  not  been  successful  this  season.  Al- 
most the  whole  of  the  worms  that  were  fed  upon  the 
leaves  of  morus  muliicaulis,  sickened  and  died,  whilst 
those  that  were  fed  upon  either  the  black  or  the  white 
mulberry  have  lived  and  spun  well,  and  this  too  in  some 
instances,  in  the  same  cocoonery  where  thousands  of 
the  others  died. 

The  succulent  spongy  consistance  of  the  leaves  of 
the  muliicaulis,  early  in  the  season  in  our  climate  we 
suspect  is  unfriendly  to  the  worm.  The  leaves  of  other 
descriptions  of  mulberry  ought  to  be  used  for  the  first 
hatching. 

The  Germantown  Telegraph  gives  regular  accounts 
of  the  progress  of  the  silk  culture  in  its  neighborhood. 
The  last  number  states  there  are  about  twelve  millions 
of  worms  now  feeding  at  Mr.  Physic’s  Highfield  co- 
coonery, in  that  borough,  and  that  should  the  foilage 
warrant  it,  he  expects  to  feed  thirty  millions  more. — 
Mr.  Pierce’s  operations,  at  Mount  Airy,  are  very  large. 
Mr.  Ripkas’  establishment,  on  the  Delaware,  is  feed- 
ing three  millions.  Colonel  K Smith  has.  at  his  place, 
two  millions  five  hundred  thousand.  Mr.  Osier’s  co- 
coonery is  feeding  great  numbers.  Besides  these,  there 
are  numerous  smaller  establishments  of  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  each. 

Specie  is  quoted  at  Nashville  Tennessee  at  8 l-2al0 
premium. 

The  schooner  Emblem,  at  New  Orleans  from  Meta- 
moras,  brought  $26,900  in  specie. 

Stocks.  Uni'ed  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
New  York71a71  1-2;  at  Philadelphia  72a72  1-2. 

Steamboats.  The  steamboat  Chester,  captain  Ca- 
ble, left  New  Orleans  on  the  2d  instant,  for  St.  Louis. 
When  about  twenty  miles  up  the  river,  her  two  flues 
collapsed,  causing  a dreadful  explosion.  Three  men — 
the  mate,  a deck  hand  and  the  second  cook  were  blown 
overboard;  the  two  first  were  drowned,  the  latter  swam 
to  the  shore  and  was  saved.  Four  of  the  deck  hands 
were  severely  scalded;  none  of  the  passengers  were  in- 
jured. 

The  Bulletin  states  that  the  inspector  was  on  board 
the  Chester  previous  to  her  leav  ing  port,  and  pronounc- 
ed the  engine  and  boilers  in  good  order;  there  must, 
however,  havo  been  some  defect,  as  an  examination 
showed  that  there  was  plenty  of  water  in  the  boilers, 
and  the  boat  was  running  with  less  than  her  usual 
quantity  of  steam. 

The  following  sixteen  boats  are  now,  and  have  been 
nearly  all  the  season,  laid  up  at  the  following  ports  on 
our  lake:  In  Buffalo,  the  Bunker  Hill.  Virmilion,  Julia 
Palmer,  Monroe,  Townsend,  Red  Jacket,  Dan  Web- 
ster, Sandusky,  and  New  York.  At  Erie  the  Jeffer- 
son and  Pennsylvania.  At  Conneaut,  the  North  Ame- 
rica. At  Grand  River,  the  Rochester.  At  Cleveland, 
the  United  States.  At  Huron,  the  Columbus — and  at 
Detroit,  the  gov.  Marcy. 

Slave  trade.  Mr.  Buxton’s  “remedv”  for  the  slave 
trade,  has  been  republished  in  New  York.  It  makes 
a neat  12mo.  volume  of  259  pages.  It  is  a curious  fact 
that  both  the  colonizalionists  and  abolitionists  claim 
this  work  as  favorable  to  their  respective  doctrines. 

[Jour,  of  Com. 

Temperance  cause.  A cold  water  army,  as  it  was 
denominated,  assembled  at  Snlpin,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  fourth,  to  the  number  of  1 500  children  of  the  Sab- 
bath schools,  and  partook  of  refreshments  at  the  Cold 
Spring,  sang  a hymn  in  chorus,  and  were  addressed  by 
several  orators. 

More  than  ’,106  persons  have  taken  the  temperance 
pledge,  in  the  two  Catholic  churches  (St.  Joseph’s  and 
St.  Augustine’s)  at  Philadelphia. 


Deaths  during  the  last  week  at  Boston  21;  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  only  7,  three  of  whom  by  drowning;  at  Sa- 
vannah, Ge.  only  three  death  occurred  during  all  the 
month  of  June. 

Dickens.  The  story  of  the  lunacy  of  Dickens,  has 
been  revived,  and  again  contradicted. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin  has  arrived  at  New  York 
from  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  Dolphm  left  at  Sierra 
Leone,  the  early  part  of  May,  the  Eliza  Davidson, 
Hanna,  of  Baltimore.  She  was  captured  by  a British 
man-oi-vvnr  off  Sherboro,  sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  and 
condemned  as  a Spanish  slaver.  On  her  way  home 
the  Dolphin  touched  at  St.  Pierre’s,  Island  of  Marti- 
nique, trum  whence  he  sailed  on  the  1st  instant. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  Philadelphia  2 1-2;  on 
Baltimore  2 3-4;.  on  Richmond  4 1-4;  on  Charleston 
3 1-2;  on  Augusta  9 1-2;  on  Nashville  13;  on  N.  Or- 
leans’? 12;  oil  St.  Louis  9;  on  Louisville  and  Cincin- 
nati 7 1-4.  Foreign  exchange  is  depressed  since  the 
sailing  of  the  Great  Western— on  London  6u7;  Paris 
5f.  3Ja32  1-2. 

Fire.  A family  consumed.  The  Perth  (U.  C.) 
Courier  gives  the  particulars  of  the  burning  of  a shan- 
ty in  South  Sherbrooke,  belonging  to  a man  named  Pa- 
triot; Foley,  by  which  six  children,  the  eldest  a girl  15 
years  of  ablest  their  lives.  The  parents  having  busi- 
ness at  Perth,  left  the  shanty  and  children  in  charge 


Norfolk,  Va.  Population  under  the  new  census 
10,573,  of  which  2,782  are  while  males,  3,213  white 
females,  and  the  residue  are  colored  persons. 

Tobacco.  Baltimore,  \llh  July.  The  receipts  of 
Maryland  have  fallen  off  this  week,  and  shippers  have 
consequently  had  a less  extensive  assortment  10  choose 
from.  The  demand  continues  active  for  all  descrip- 
tions, and  the  sales  nearly  equal  the  inspections-  We 
continue  to  quote  common  $3  50a4  50;  middling  to 
good  $5a$6;  good  $6  50j$3;  and  fine  $8a$13  There 
liave  been  some  considerable  sales  of  Ohio  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  taken  at  from  $4  for  very  inferior  to 
$9  for  fine — averaging  $6aS6  1-4.  The  inspections  of 
the  week  cumprise  553  hiids.  Maryland,  and  537  lihds. 
Ohio — total  1,090  hhds.  [Bull.  Amer. 

Rye.  According  to  the  new  census  of  the  town  of 
Rye  in  New  Hampshire,  the  quantity  of  rye  raised  in 
the  town  last  year  was  385  bushels:  wheat  778  do. 
Number  of  inhabitants  1,187;  increase  since  the  cen- 
sus of  1830,  65. 

A relict  of  the  revolution.  A friend  of  ours  late- 
ly met  an  old  soldier  of  the  revolution,  on  his  way  from 
New  England  to  Ohio,  to  seek  evidence  to  substantiate 
his  claims  to  a pension.  He  was  96  years  of  age,  tra- 
velling alone,  and  apparently  as  well  able  to  take  care 
ot  himself  as  half  the  youngsters  one  meets  flourishing 
on  steamboats.  There  were  giants  in  those  days. 

[Buffalo  Sentinel. 


Robert  Walsh,  esq.  arrived  at  New  York  in  the 
packet  ship  Baltimore  from  Havre. 

Western  rivers.  The  Picayune  of  the  3J  instant, 
says:  “The  upper  rivers  are  now  falling  rapidly,  and 

we  learn  that  several  steamers  are  aground  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Cumberland  Bar.  At  Natchez,  the 
Mississippi  has  fallen  upwards  of  leu  feet,  and  here, 
like  cotton,  it  has  a decided  downward  tendency.  In- 
stead of  an  inundation,  the  complaint  will  now  be  that 
we  have  no  water  for  navigation.’’ 

Waltham,  Mass.  The  population  of  Waltham,  ac- 
cording in  the  late  census,  taken  hy  authority  of  the 
state,  is  2,593.  In  1837,  it  was  2,235,  being  an  increase 
of  one  hundred  a year.  [Christian  Freeman. 

Westfield,  Mass,  contains  3,523 inhabitants.  In  1830 
th"  population  was  2,941— showing  a gain  in  ten  years 
of  582. 

Washington  borough,  Pennsylvania,  has  a popula- 
tion of  2,660. 

Wheat.  A few  parcels  of  new  wheat  at  Baltimore 
obtained  from  98  to  . In  the  Susquehanna  valley  and 
the  western  counties  of  Maryland,  the  yield  will  be  full 
and  the  quality  excellent.  On  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland  there  are  complaints  of  the  injury  done  by 
the  fly,  scab  and  rust.  The  yield  in  these  several  dis- 
tricts and  the  adjacent  counties  of  Virginia,  will,  it  is 
I believed,  prove  a fail  average  one  in  the  aggregate. 
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(jC#=The  crowd  of  congressional  matter,  which 
accumulates  as  the  session  approaches  its  close, 
obliges  us  1o  omit  much  matter  that  we  had  laid  off 
for  insertion,  and  to  abridge  much  of  what  is  insert- 
ed. The  adjournment  will  leave  us  space  for  many 
articles  heretofore  deferred. 

Louisiana  election.  We  expected  to  have 
bad  lull  returns  in  time  lor  this  day’s  Register,  but 
this,  the  24th,  is  the  fourth  day  since  a mail  from 
thence  has  reached  Baltimore.  Partial  returns  are 
noticed  in  the  Chronicle  page. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  British  Queen,  arrived  at  N . 
York  on  the  18th,  bringing  London  papers  to  the 
1st  July.  She  brought  81  passengers.  We  have 
room  only  for  a summary  of  the  news  which  is 
twenty-six  days  later  than  our  previous  accounts. 
The  Queen  encountered  strong  head  winds  the 
whole  passage.  Her  passage  from  N.  York  out 
was  made  in  14  days  2 hours. 

The  British  steamer  Britania,  also  arriv- 
ed at  Boston  on  the  1 8 1 h , having  left  Liverpool  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  4th  July,  reaching  Halifax  in 
twelve  and  Boston  in  fourteen  days.  She  brings 
85  passengers,  sixty  of  whom  were  for  the  United 
States.  The  hon.  Samuel  Cunard,  proprietor  of 
the  line,  came  in  the  Britania. 

The  Britania  was  received  at  Boston  in  great 
style  amidst  a roar  of  artillery  and  was  consorted 
by  the  steamboat  Hope,  with  many  passengers  who 
went  out  to  meet  her.  The  Britania  has  three 
masts,  is  230  feet  long,  32  broad,  and  berths  for 
124  cabin  passengers. 

Looking  over  the  various  accounts  by  these  ar- 
rivals, we  may  venture  to  say,  that  the  aspect  is 
rather  more  favorable  to  American  interests,  cotton, 
flour,  and  American  securities. 

Major  Eaton,  late  United  States  minister  to  Spain, 
came  home  in  the  Queen. 

Cotton,  without  advancing  much  in  price,  is  in 
more  demand,  and  begins  to  be  taken  on  specula- 
tion since  the  news  of  the  great  freshet  at  the  south, 
has  reached  England.  The  latest  dates  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  inserted  in  our  Chronicle  page,  under  the 
title,  cotton. 

The  corn  market  had  improved,  on  account  of 
wet  and  cold  weather,  and  less  confidence  was  felt 
of  the  yield  of  the  harvest.  American  duty  paid 
flour  61.  per  bbl.  dearer,  and  in  demand.  The 
stock  of  loaded  flour  in  the  kingdom  on  the  5th 
May,  wa3  251,454  bbrs. 

The  bill  authorising  the  importation  of  foreign 
flour  into  Ireland  was  rejected,  90  to  79. 

London,  July  3.  We  had  high  wind  last  night, 
and  this  morning  some  heavy  rain.  The  accounts 
from  the  country  announce  every  where  unsettled 
weather;  and  as  at  this  period  ot  the  season  storms 
are  likely  to  do  more  damage  than  at  other  times, 
our  market,  as  might  be  expected,  shows  great 
firmness.  Importers  are  less  anxious  to  sell,  and 
consumers  are  more  ready  to  buy.  [For  prices  see 
Chronicle,  item  wheat], 

Liverpool,  June  29.  American  flour  is  6d.  per 
barrel  dearer;  about7,090  bids,  have  changed  hands, 
in  bond,  at  25s.  3d.  to  26s.  per  barrel. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Attempt  to  assassinate  the  queen  and  prince  Albert. 
On  the  16th  June,  the  queen  and  pi  ince  Albert  left 
the  palace  in  an  open  phseton,  with  outriders,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  an  airing  in  Hyde  Park, 
which  has  of  late  been  their  usual  custom.  Pro- 
ceeding in  the  direction  of  Constitution  Hill,  they 
entered  the  road  leading  to  it  and  Hyde  Park  corner. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  phaeton  about  one  hundred 
and  fiity  yards  up  the  road,  the  report  of  fire  arms 
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| was  heard  to  proceed  from  t lie  right  hand  side,  near 
the  palings  of  the  Green  Park,  exactly  opposite  to 
the  back  of  the  mansion  of  lady  Gordon. 

The  prince,  who,  it  would  seem  had  heard  the 
whistling  of  the  ball,  turned  his  head  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  the  report  came,  and  the  queen  at 
the  same  instant  rose  up  in  the  carriage,  but  prince 
Albert  as  suddenly  pulled  her  down  by  his  side. — 
The  man  then  drew  from  behind  him  a second  pis- 
tol, which  he  discharged  alter  the  carriage,  which, 
proceeding  at  the  ordinary  pace,  had  by  that  time 
passed  him  a little.  The  reports  of  both  pistols 
were  very  loud,  and  at  the  discharge  of  the  second, 
several  of  the  female  spectators  screamed  loudly. — 
Several  persons  rushed  towards  the  perpetrator  of 
the  outrage,  and  he  was  immediately  seized,  first  by 
a person  having  the  appearance  of  a laboring  man, 
and  then  by  Mr.  Beckman,  one  of  the  queen’s 
pages,  and  another  bystander^  by  whom  he  was 
handed  over  to  two  of  the  metropolitan  police,  who 
conveyed  him  to  the  Queen  Square  police  court. — 
The  affair,  of  course,  produced  an  intense  excite- 
ment. 

The  perpetrator  proved  to  be  Edward  Oxford, 
aged  about  seventeen  years.  On  the  22d  he  was  put 
upon  his  trial  at  the  Central  criminal  court,  when 
the  indictment  was  read  to  him,  and  he  pleaded  not 
guilty.  The  trial  was  then  set  down  for  the  9th  of 
July.  Addresses  congratulating  the  queen  and  her 
consort  on  their  escape  from  assassination  have 
been  presented  by  the  universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  other  pub- 
lic institutions,  by  several  of  the  nobility,  and  most 
of  the  towns  of  the  kingdom. 

Attempts  are  made  in  the  public  prints  to  turn 
the  attack  upon  the  life  of  the  queen  to  political  ac- 
count. O’Connell,  in  a letter  addressed  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  says:  “The  murderous  traitor  was 
not  the  sole  criminal;  great  as  his  guilt  is,  he  was 
the  agent  of  greater  villains  than  himself.”  The 
most  of  those  insinuations  are  aimed  at  the  house 
of  Hanover.  The  attempt  to  implicate  them  is 
preposterous. 

The  “interesling  situation”  of  queen  Victoria 
appears  to  be  no  longer  a question.  The  official 
Globe  alludes  to  it  with  becoming  reverence,  as  an 
authenticated  fact,  in  speaking  of  the  attempt  to 
shoot  her  majesty. 

At  the  latest  dates,  a great  dispute  was  raging  in 
the  London  papers  on  the  question  whether  there 
were  or  were  not  balls  in  the  pistols  which  Oxford 
fired  at  the  queen.  No  bullets  had  been  found. 
Oxford's  great-grand-father  was  a black,  and  served 
in  the  royal  navy.  His  grand-father  was  a mulatto, 
and  his  father  of  course  a quadroon. 

Courvoisier,  the  valet  of  lord  'William  Russell, 
was  found  guilty  of  his  lordship’s  murder,  and  af- 
terward made  a full  confession  of  the  fact. 

Trade  is  depressed — A large  meeting  of  mer- 
chants, manufactures  and  traders  was  held  at  Bir- 
mingham, June  29,  to  consider  the  present  depress- 
ed state  of  trade,  and  the  means  of  remedy. 

The  English  manufacturers  complain  sadly  of  the 
few  American  orders  sent  for  the  coming  season 

Accounts  from  Birmingham,  say  that  to  give  any 
rhing  like  a correct  picture  of  the  depressed  state 
of  trade  in  Birmingham,  and  its  consequences, 
would  be  no  easy  matter.  The  oldest,  most  exten- 
sive and  respectable  merchants,  manufacturers  and 
traders  concur  in  representing  the  present  depres- 
sion as  unprecedented  in  their  experience.  Ten 
thousand  applications  by  working  men  and  women, 
for  free  passages  to  Australia,  have  been  made  and 
refused,  within  the  last  two  months,  at  one  emigra- 
tion office  in  the  town.  Between  twenty  and  thirty 
good  houses  and  retail  shops  are  untenanted  in  three 
of  the  principal  streets,  and  thousands  of  middle 
and  small  rented  houses  are  unoccupied  in  every 
part  of  the  borough. 

The  walls  are  literally  covered  daily  with  auction 
bills,  and  a purchasei  can  hardly  be  found  for  either 
leasehood  or  freehold  properly.  The  pawnbrokers, 
being  completely  stocked,  refuse  any  except  what 
are  termed  best  pledges.  Thousands  of  mechanics 
are  living  on  half  wages,  thousands  on  quarter  wa- 
ges, and  numbers  of  creatures  are  sustained  by 
means  known  only  to  the  Almighty  himself.  Up- 
wards of  300  applications  were  made  to  the  Glou- 
cester railway  company  for  situations  as  guards, 
8c c.  within  the  last  month.  The  poor-rate  is  dou- 
bled, and  numbers  are  leaving  their  houses  to  es- 


cape paying  it.  All  is  gloomy  and  no  one  can  see 
a prospect  of  improvement. 

Dublin,  June  23.  The  greatest  distress  now  pre- 
vails amongst  the  operatives  of  Dublin,  especially 
in  the  Liberty.  Tlie  streets  are  every  day  filled 
with  these  famishing  creatures.  There  was  a meet- 
ing at  the  Mansion  house  a few  days  back,  to  de- 
vise means  for  their  relief.  It  was  a heart  render- 
ing sigh  to  see  the  crowds  of  distressed  objects 
anxiously  gathered  round  the  doorofthe  mayoralty, 
in  the  expectation  of  some  immediate  succor. 

Stock  and  money  market.  The  disposition  to- 
wards American  securities  is  manifestly  more  fa- 
vorable— several  of  the  local  banks  have  stopped, 
but  without  creating  much  alarm,  as  they  were 
solvent.  The  Birmingham  branch  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  England,  suspended  on  (he  28th  June. 
The  Agricultural  and  Commercial  bank  of  Ireland 
has  also  been  forced  to  take  measures  lor  winding 
up.  It  shows  the  surplus  assets  to  the  amount  of 
£200,381,  its  liabilities  being  £281,831,  and  its 
assets  £482,221.  The  bank  of  Laugihead,  Ho,  at 
Teignmouth,  had  stopped  payment. 

The  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  England 
for  the  three  months  to  the  23d  instant,  compared 
with  the  previous  quarter,  shows  that  the  circula- 
tion has  increased  £54,000;  the  deposites  have  de- 
creased £104,000.  Securities  have  decreased, 
£154,000,  and  the  bullion  has  increased  £48,000. 
The  surplus  or  rest  has  decreased  £56,000.  The 
progress  of  the  bank  in  augmenting  Iheir  bullion  is 
exceedingly  slow,  notwilhstanding  the  relatively 
small  amount  of  their  circulation.  There  has  been 
no  increased  demand  for  money.  The  state  of 
trade,  throughout  the  country  is  so  stagnant,  as  far 
as  regards  credit,  that  commercial  bills  are  still  on 
the  decrease;  and  although  there  is  also  a progres- 
sive diminution  of  the  bank  circulation,  it  is  Fully 
adequate  to  all  demands. 

London,  July  3.  A general  cheerlessness  prevails 
in  every  department  of  the  money  market,  and 
even  the  best  railway  shares  have  declined  during 
yesterday  and  the  present  day.  The  weather  be- 
ing rainy  and  chilly,  depresses  all  speculative  bu- 
siness. 

From  the  manufacturing  districts  the  accounts 
increase  in  gloom,  and  the  country  is  in  every  re- 
spect in  a worse  condition  within  the  last  few'  days. 

FRANCE. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Algiers  state  that  the 
French  army,  under  marshal  Vallee,  had  been  se- 
verely handled  by  Abdel  Kader.  Their  rear  guard 
was  cut  to  pieces,  and  all  the  crops  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Algiers  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  misfortune  took  place  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  Col  de  Teniah,  where  the  French  had,  after  the 
capture  of  Medeah,  to  sustain  a similar  struggle, 
and  where  general  Bertheneze,  in  1831,  sustained  a 
severe  defeat. 

It  appears  that  marshal  Vallee  imagined  that  he 
had  blocked  up  the  army  of  the»emir,  but  he  unex- 
pectedly found  several  of  the  mountain  passes  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  order  to  avoid  fighting 
at  a disadvantage,  the  marshal  thought  proper  to 
change  ground,  and  decamping  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  succeeded  in  withdrawing  the  bulk  of  his 
force  without  alarming  the  Arab  host.  The  rear 
guard,  composed  of  800  men,  was  not  so  lucky,  and 
the  moment  it  had  cleared  the  summit  of  the  Col. 
and  had  begun  to  descend  the  fastnesses  of  the 
mountain  in  the  direction  of  Medeah,  it  was  assail- 
ed by  a corps  of  2,000  Arabs,  who  fell  on  it  with 
equal  audacity  and  fury.  The  Arabs  and  the  French 
fought  hand  to  hand,  the  bayonet  proving  a weak 

defence  against  the  fierce  stabs  of  the  yatachan. 

In  vain  the  French  soldiers  tried  to  form  solid  mass- 
es, and  repulse  by  discipline  the  wild  attacks  of  their 
assailants. 

The  Arabs  got  between  the  files,  overpowering 
and  slaying  every  thing  before  them.  The  French 
valor  at  length  prevailed,  and  the  little  corps  was 
enabled  to  present  a solid  front  to  its  enemy.  The 
Arabs  attacked  three  times,  but  were  each  time  re- 
pulsed. The  French  then  got  two  mountain  guns 
to  act,  which  kept  the  foe  at  a more  respectful  dis- 
tance, and  finally  the  rear  guard  joined  the  main 
body,  alter  sustaining  a loss  of  140  dead  and  300 
wounded;  in  fact;  half  its  number.  The  marshal  is 
severely  censured  for  not  coming  to  the  relief  of  his 
rear  guard,  as  the  firing  was  heard  distinctly  at  his 
headquarters.  Fie  alleges,  as  an  excuse  that  he  hail 
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taken  every  precaution  against  the  Arabs,  and  that 
he  supposed  the  firing  proceeded  not  from  any  seri- 
ous attack,  but  from  that  useless  love  of  display 
which  is  consequent  on  mountain  warfare.  These 
excuses  will  not  serve  his  turn  at  Paris,  where  his 
conduct  is  loudly  condemned  by  all  classes.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  military  disaster,  the  colonists  have 
again  severely  suffered  in  the  vicinity  of  Algiers,  and 
a party  of  Arab  marauders  have  again  appeared  in 
the  plain  burning  the  crops  on  the  ground,  and  car- 
rying off  any  property  they  can  lay  hands  on. 

When  this  information  reached  France,  marshal 
Vallee  was  recalled,  and  marshal  Molitor  was  order- 
ed to  succeed  him;  and  a change  of  the  mode  of 
warfare  was  directed.  It  has  been  found  that  not 
withstanding  having  the  command  of  the  sea,  and  a 
finely  appointed  army  of  sixty  thousand  men,  the 
moment  the  French  quit  the  coast,  they  are  sur- 
rounded by  flying  corps  of  mounted  Arabs,  who  cut 
off  all  their  communications,  seize  their  convoys, 
massacre  their  wounded,  and  press  on  every  expos- 
ed point.  Fanaticism,  and  that  high  personal  cou- 
rage, and  intense  hatred  of  strangers,  for  which  the 
Arabs  have  always  been  remarkable,  supply  the 
want  of  arms  and  discipline.  The  Arabs  are  always, 
of  course  beaten,  when  the  French  come  up  with 
them  in  force,  but  no  solid  advantage  is  gained,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  life  is  enormous.  The  whole  coun- 
try i3  ravaged  by  the  enemy,  agriculture  put  a stop 
to,  and  no  Frenchman’s  life  is  safe  beyond  the  walls 
of  a fortified  position.  It  is  stated  that  the  French 
mean  to  change  their  plan  of  operations,  to  confine 
themselves  to  Algiers  and  the  immediate  precincts, 
and  to  inclose  a small  territory  by  a continous  line 
of  fortified  posts.  This  will  probably  be  a prelude 
to  abandoning  this  troublesome  and  costly  posses- 
sion altogether. 

The  French  projectors  of  the  line  of  steam  ships, 
from  Havre  de  Grace  to  New  York,  have  been  in 
London  and  found  considerable  success.  Sir  John 
Rennie,  the  engineer  takes  an  interest  in  this  pro- 
ject, and  has  gone  over  to  Havre  de  Grace. 

Paris , July  1 . Money  affairs.  The  American 
money  crisis  is  being  again  felt  in  the  French  mar- 
ket. The  American  merchants,  debtors  to  our  towns 
of  Paris,  Lyons,  St.  Etienne,  &c.  make  no  returns, 
send  no  cargoes,  forward  no  bills.  The  Americans 
seem  to  have  made  up  their  minds  not  to  pay  theirs 
debts  to  foreigners,  arid  are  exclusively  occupied 
with  their  own  internal  wants  or  improvements, 
constructing  at  once,  on  the  north  and  on  the  south 
of  the  union,  two  immense  lines  of  rail  roads,  each 
of  the  length  of  600  miles. 

RUSSIA. 

Expedition  to  Khiva.  A letter  from  Jeilahabad, 
of  the  23d  of  April,  states  that  the  Russian  aimy 
had  entered  Khiva  in  triumph.  The  Khan,  finding 
resistance  impossible,  submitted  with  a good  grace 
— set  at  liberty  all  Russian  prisoners  in  his  do- 
minions— entered  into  an  alliance,  offensive  and 
defensive,  with  the  emperor  Nicholas — and  pro- 
mised to  afford  the  Russians  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power  towards  the  extension  of  their  dominion 
in  the  east.  The  writer  further  states  that  on  leav- 
ing Khiva  the  Russian  army  would  march  to  Bok- 
hara. If  this  news  be  confirmed,  says  the  London 
Sun,  we  may  prepare  ourselves  for  an  encounter 
with  Russia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus.  It  is  more 
than  probable  that  from  the  battle  fields  of  Central 
Asia  the  voice  of  England  will  be  the  first  heard 
evoking  the  restoration  of  Polish  nationality  and 
independence. 

CHINA. 

Dispatches  were  received  at  London  on  the  3rd 
July,  by  express.  The  empress  of  China  had  die  i 
suddenly,  some  confusion  ensued  at  Pekin.  Go- 
vernor Lin  was  busy  enlisting  troops.  A decree 
from  Liu  and  his  associates  of  9th  Maich  reopens 
the  Portuguese  trade  to  and  from  Macao. 

The  smuggling  in  opium  w>as  still  carried  on  very 
actively,  by  armed  English  vessels. 

Part  of  the  expedition  against  China  sailed  from 
Calcutta  early  in  April.  The  ships,  steamers,  &c. 
were  to  rendezvous  at  Singapore  on  the  20th  of 
May. 

On  the  night  of  February  28th,  the  Chinese  at- 
tempted to  burn  the  English  ships  at  Tong  Koo,  by 
pending  among  them  two  junks  filled  with  combus- 
tibles, and  burning,  but  the  wind  drove  them  clear 
of  the  shipping,  and  very  little  damage  was  done. 
They  tried  it  again  the  next  night,  but  with  no  more 
success. 

The  American  merchants  had  became  alarmed. 
A Canton  letter  of  the  24th  March  has  this  para- 
graph: 

“There  were  some  indications  among  American 
residents  at  Canton,  of  an  intention  to  move  to 
Macao,  consequent  upon  the  reports  of  impending 
hostilities;  one  of  their  firms  having  issued  a circu- 
lar intimating  that  they  found  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  declining  further  consignments  of  En- 


glish property'  or  commissions  of  any  description, 
and  it  is  expected  there  would  he  a general  with- 
drawing to  Macao.” 

Singapore,  April  9.  Yesterday  brought  us  the 
Charles  Forbes,  from  China,  with  letters  of  the  22d 
ult.  The  American  merchants  at  Canton  have 
taken  the  alarm,  and  issued  circulars,  declaringtheir 
intention  of  quitting  that  city  as  soon  as  they  possi- 
bly can,  and  declining  any  further  consignments, 
thus  putting  a total  stop  to  the  trade  at  present  at 
all  events.  It  appears  that  the  whole  country  is  in 
a state  of  leverish  excitement,  many  parties  say  on 
the  eve  of  rebellion. 


SPEECH  OF  HENRY  CLAY, 

AT  HANOVER.  VA. 

From  the  Fredericksburg  Arena,  July  10. 

After  a longer  delay  than  we  expected,  we  have 
to-day  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  our  readers  the 
speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Clay,  at  Taylorsville,  Ha- 
nover county,  cn  the  27 1 h ult.  It  will  be  read  with 
interest  by  tiis  triends  and  opponents.  It  is  worthy 
of  his  high  fame  as  an  orator  and  a statesman,  and 
contains  matter  for  the  serious  reflection  ol  every 
lover  of  his  country. 

The  sentiment  in  compliment  to  Mr.  Clay  was 
received  with  a long  continued  applause.  That  gen- 
tleman rose  and  addressed  the  company  substantially 
as  follows: 

I think,  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  that,  availing 
myself  of  the  privilege  of  my  long  service  in  the 
public  councils,  just  adverted  to,  the  resolution, 
which  I have  adopted,  is  not  unreasonable,  of  leav- 
ing to  younger  men,  generally,  the  performance  of 
the  duty,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  pleasure,  of  ad- 
dressing the  people  in  their  primary  assemblies.  Af- 
ter the  event  which  occurred  last  winter  at  the  capital 
of  Pennsylvania,  I believed  it  due  to  myself,  to  the 
whig  cause  and  to  the  country,  to  announce  to  the 
public,  with  perfect  truth  and  sincerity  and  without 
any  reserve,  my  fixed  determination  heartily  to  sup- 
port the  nomination  of  William  Henry  Harrison  there 
made.  To  put  down  all  misrepresentations,  I have, 
on  suitable  occasions,  repeated  this  annunciation; 
and  now  declare  my  solemn  conviction  that  the  pu- 
rity and  security  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  imperatively  demand  the  elec- 
tion of  that  citizen  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate 
of  the  United  States. 

But  the  occasion  forms  an  exception  from  the  rule 
which  I have  proscribed  to  myself.  I have  come 
here  to  the  county  of  my  nativity  in  the  spirit  of  a 
pilgrim,  to  meet,  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  the  com- 
panions and  the  descendants  of  the  companions  of 
my  youth.  Wherever  we  roam,  in  whatever  climate 
or  land  we  are  cast  by  the  accidents  of  human  life, 
beyond  the  mountains  or  beyond  the  ocean,  in  the 
legislative  halls  of  the  capitol,  or  in  the  retreats  and 
shades  of  private  life,  our  hearts  turn  with  an  irre- 
sistible instinct  to  the  cherished  spot  which  ushered 
us  into  existence.  And  we  dwell  with  delighttul  as- 
sociations on  the  recollection  of  the  streams  in  which, 
during  our  boyish  days,  we  bathed,  the  fountains  at 
which  w'e  drunk,  the  piney  fields,  the  hills  and  the 
valleys  where  we  sported,  and  the  friends  whoshar- 
ed  these  enjoyments  with  us.  Alas!  too  many  of 
these  friends  of  mine  have  gone  whither  we  must  all 
shortly  go,  arid  the  presence  here  of  the  small  rem- 
nant left  behind  attests  both  our  loss  and  our  early 
attachment.  I would  greatly  prefer,  my  friends,  to 
employ  the  time  which  this  visit  affords  in  friendly 
and  familiar  conversation  on  the  virtues  of  our  de- 
parted companions,  and  on  the  scenes  and  adventures 
of  our  younger  days;  but  the  expectation  which  pre- 
vails, the  awful  state  of  our  beloved  countiy,  and 
the  opportunities  which  I have  enjoyed  in  its  pub- 
lic councils,  impose  on  me  the  obligation  of  touch 
ing  on  topics  less  congenial  with  the  feelings  of  my 
heart,  but  possessing  higher  public  interest.  I as- 
sure you,  fellow  citizens,  however,  that  I present 
myself  before  you  lor  no  purpose  of  exciting  preju- 
dices or  inflaming  passions,  but  to  speak  to  you  in 
all  soberness  and  truth,  and  to  testify  to  the  things 
which  1 know',  or  the  convictions  which  I entertain, 
as  an  ancient  friend,  who  has  lived  long  and  whose 
career  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a close.  Throughout 
an  arduous  life,  I have  endeavorc-d  to  make  truth 
arid  the  good  of  our  country  the  guides  of  my  pub- 
lic conduct;  but  in  Hanover  county,  for  which  I che- 
rish sentiments  of  respect,  gratitude  and  veneration, 
above  all  other  places,  would  I avoid  saying  any 
thing  that  I did  not  sincerely  and  truly  believe. 

Why  is  the  plough  deserted,  the  tools  of  the  me- 
chanic laid  aside,  and  all  are  seen  rushing  to  gather- 
ings of  the  people?  What  occasions  those  vast  and 
unusual  assemblages  which  W'e  behold  in  every  state 
and  in  almost  every  neighborhood?  Why  those  con- 
ventions of  the  people,  at  a common  centre,  from  all 
the  extremities  of  this  vast  union,  to  consult  toge- 
ther upon  the  sufferings  of  the  community,  and  to  de- 


liberate on  the  means  of  deliverance?  Why  this  rabid 
appetite  for  public  discussions?  What  is  the  solution 
of  the.  phenomenon,  which  we  observe,  of  a great 
nation  agitated  upon  its  whole  surlace,  and  at  its  low- 
est depths,  like  the  ocean  when  convulsed  by  some 
terrible  storm?  There  must  be  a cause,  and  no  or- 
dinary cause. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  in  the  most  memorable  do- 
cument that  ever  issued  from  the  pen  of  men,  that 
“all  experience  hath  shown  that  mankind  are  more 
disposed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable  than  to 
right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which 
they'  are  accustomed.”  The  recent  history  of  our 
people  furnishes  confirmation  of  that  truth.  They 
are  active,  enterprizing  and  intelligent;  but  are  not 
prone  to  make  groundless  complaints  against  public 
servants.  If  we  now  every  where  behold  them  in 
motion,  it  is  because  they  feel  that  the  grievances 
under  which  they  are  writhing  can  be  no  longer  to- 
lerated. They  feel  the  absolute  necessity  of  a change, 
that  no  change  can  render  their  condition  w orse,  and 
that  any  change  must  better  it.  This  is  the  judgment 
to  which  they  have  come;  this  the  brief  and  com- 
pendious logic  which  we  daily  hear.  They  know 
that,  in  all  the  dispensations  of  Piovidence,  they 
have  reason  to  be  thankful  and  gratelul;  and  if  they 
had  not,  they  would  be  borne  with  lortitude  and  re- 
signa'ion.  But  there  is  a pervading  conviction  and 
persuasion  that,  in  the  administration  of  government, 
there  has  been  something  wrong,  radically  wrong, 
and  that  the  vessel  of  slate  has  been  m the  hands  of 
selfish,  faithless  and  unskilful  pilots,  who  have  con- 
ducted it  amidst  the  breakers. 

In  my  deliberate  opinion,  the  present  distressed 
and  distracted  state  of  the  country  may  be  traced  to 
the  single  cause  of  the  action,  the  encroachments, 
and  the  usurpations  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government.  I have  not  lime  here  to  exhibit  and  to 
dwell  upon  all  the  instances  of  these,  as  they  have 
occurred  in  succession,  during  the  last  twelve  years. 
They  have  been  again  and  again  exposed  on  other 
more  fit  occasions.  But  I have  thought  this  a pro- 
per opportunity  to  point  out  the  enormity  of  the  pre- 
tensions, principles  and  practices  of  that  department, 
as  they  have  been,  from  lime  to  time,  disclosed,  in 
these  late  years,  and  to  show  the  rapid  progress  which 
lias  been  made  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  remarkable 
language  of  our  illustrious  countryman,  that  the  fe- 
deral executive  had  an  awful  squinting  towards  mo- 
narchy. Here,  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  surround- 
ed by  sons,  some  of  whose  sires  with  him  were  the 
first  to  raise  their  arms  in  defence  of  American  li- 
berty against  a foreign  monarch,  is  an  appropriate 
place  to  expose  the  impending  danger  of  creating  a 
domestic  monarch.  And  may  I not,  without  pre- 
sumption, indulge  the  hope  that  the  warning  voice  of 
another,  although  far  humbler,  son  of  Hanover  may 
not  pass  unheeded? 

The  late  president  of  the  U.  States  advanced  cer- 
tain new  and  alarming  pretensions  for  the  executive 
department  of  the  government,  the  effect  ot  which, 
if  established  and  recognized  by  the  people,  must 
inevitably  convert  it  into  a monarchy.  The  first  of 
these,  and  it  was  a favorite  principle  with  him,  was, 
that  the  executive  department  should  be  regarded  as 
a unit.  By  this  principle  of  unity,  he  meant  and  in- 
tended that  all  the  executive  ofiiceis  of  government 
should  be  bound  to  obey  the  commands  and  execute 
the  orders  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
lhat  they  should  be  amenable  to  him,  and  he  be  re- 
sponsible for  them.  Prior  to  his  admintration,  it  had 
been  considered  lhat  they  were  bound  to  observe  and 
obey  the  constitution  and  laws,  subject  only  to  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  president,  and  respon- 
sible by  impeachment,  and  to  the  tribunals  of  justice 
for  injuries  inflicted  on  private  citizens.  . 

But  the  annunciation  of  this  new  and  extraordinary 
principle  was  not  of  itself  sufficient  fortlie  purpose  of 
president  Jackson;  it  was  essential  that  tiie  subjec- 
tion to  his  will,  which  w as  its  object,  should  be  se- 
cured by  some  adequate  sanction.  That  he  sought 
lo  effect  by  an  extension  of  another  principle,  that 
of  dismission  fiom  office,  beyond  all  precedent,  and 
to  cases  and  under  ciicumslances  which  would'have 
furnished  just  grounds  of  his  impeachment,  accord- 
ing to  the  solemn  opinion  o!  Mr.  Madison  and  other 
members  of  the  first  congress  under  the  present  con- 
stitution. 

Now,  if  the  whole  official  corps,  subordinate  to  the 
president  of  the  U.  States,  are  made  to  know  and 
to  feel  that  they  hold  their  respective  offices  by  the 
tenure  of  conformity  and  obedience  to  his  will,  it  i9 
manifest  that  they  must  look  to  that  will,  ami  not  to 
the  constitution  and  laws,  as  the  guide  of  their  of- 
ficial conduct.  The  weakness  of  human  nature,  the 
love  and  emoluments  of  office,  perhaps  the  bread 
necessary  to  the  support  of  their  lamilies,  would 
make  this  result  absolutely  certain. 

The  development  of  this  new  character  to  the 
power  of  dismission  would  have  fallen  short  of  the 
aims  in  view,  without  the  exercise  of  it  were  held  to 
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be  a prerogative,  for  which  the  president  was  to  be 
wholly  irresponsible.  If  he  were  compelled  to  ex 
pose  the  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  he  acted, 
in  dismissals  from  office,  the  apprehension  of  public 
censure  would  temper  the  arbitrary  nature  of  the 
power  and  throw  some  protection  around  the  subor- 
dinate officer.  Hence  the  new  and  monstrous  pre- 
tension has  been  advanced,  that  although  the  con- 
currence of  the  senate  is  necessary  by  the  constitution 
to  the  confirmation  of  an  appointment,  the  president 
may  subsequently  dismiss  the  person  appointed,  not 
only  without  communicating  the  grounds  on  which 
he  has  acted  to  the  senate,  but  without  any  such 
communication  to  the  people  themselves,  for  whose 
benefit  all  offices  are  created!  And  so  bold  and  dar- 
ing has  the  executive  branch  of  the  government 
become,  that  one  of  its  cabinet  ministers,  himself  a 
subordinate  officer,  has  contemptuously  refused  to 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  disclose 
the  grounds  on  which  he  has  undertaken  to  dismiss 
from  office  persons  acting  as  deputy  postmasters  in 
his  department! 

As  to  the  gratuitous  assumption,  by  president 
Jackson,  of  responsibility  for  all  the  subordinate 
executive  officers,  it  is  the  merest  mockery  that  was 
ever  put  forth.  They  will  escape  punishment  by 
pleading  his  orders,  and  he  by  alleging  the  hardship 
of  being  punished,  not  for  his  own  acts,  but  for  theirs. 
We  have  a practical  exposition  of  this  principle  in 
the  case  of  the  200,000  militia.  The  secretary  of 
war  comes  out  to  screen  the  president,  by  testifying 
that  he  never  saw  what  he  strongly  recommended; 
and  the  president  reciprocates  that  favor  by  retaining 
the  secretary  in  place,  notwithstanding  he  has  pro- 
posed a plan  for  organizing  the  militia  which  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  unconstitutional.  If  the  president 
is  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  a cabinet  minister, 
in  daily  intercourse  with  him,  how  is  he  lo  be  ren- 
dered so  for  a receiver  in  Wiskonsin  or  Iowa?  To 
concentrate  all  responsibility  in  the  president,  is  to 
annihilate  all  responsibility.  For  who  ever  expects 
to  see  the  day  arrive  when  a president  of  the  United 
States  will  be  impeached;  or,  if  impeached,  when  he 
cannot  command  more  than  one-third  of  the  senate 
'to  defeat  the  impeachment? 

But  to  construct  the  scheme  of  practical  despo- 
tism, whilst  all  the  forms  of  free  government  remain- 
ed, it  was  necessary  to  take  one  further  step.  By 
the  constitution,  the  president  is  enjoined  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  executed.  This  injunction  was 
merely  intended  to  impose  on  him  the  duty  of  a ge- 
neral superintendence;  to  see  that  offices  were  filled, 
officers  at  their  respective  posts  in  the  discharge  ol 
their  official  functions,  and  all  obstructions  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  were  removed,  and,  when  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose,  to  call  out  the  militia.  No 
one  ever  imagined  prior  to  the  administration  of  pre- 
sident Jackson,  that  a president  of  the  United  States 
was  to  occupy  himself  with  supervising  and  attend- 
ing to  the  execution  of  ali  the  minute  details  of  every 
one  of  the  hosts  of  offices  in  the  United  States. 

Under  the  constitutional  injunction  just  mention- 
ed, the  late  president  put  forward  that  most  extraor- 
dinary pretension  that  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  Stales  were  to  be  executed  as  he  under- 
stood them;  and  this  pretension  was  attempted  to  be 
sustained  by  an  argument  equally  extraordinary,  that 
the  president,  being  a sw  orn  officer,  mustcarry  them 
into  effect  according  to  his  sense  of  their  meaning. 
The  constitution  and  laws  r^ere  to  be  executed  not 
according  to  their  import  as  handed  dowm  to  us  by  our 
ancestors,  as  interpreted  by  contemporaneous  expo- 
sitions, as  expounded  by  concurrent  judicial  deci- 
sions, as  fixed  by  an  uninterrupted  course  of  con- 
gressional legislation,  but  in  that  sense  which  a pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  happened  to  understand 
them! 

To  complete  this  executive  usurpation,  one  fur- 
ther object  remained.  By  the  constitution,  the 
command  of  the  army  and  the  nawy  is  conferred  on 
the  president.  If  he  could  unite  the  purse  with  the 
sword,  nothing  would  be  left  to  gratify  the  insatiable 
thirst  for  power.  In  1833  the  president  seized  the 
treasury  of  the  U.  States,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
it  has  continued  substantially  under  his  control. 
The  seizure  was  effected  bv  the  removal  of  one  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  understood  to  be  opposed  to 
the  measure,  and  by  the  dismissal  of  another,  who 
refused  to  violate  the  law  ofthe  land  upon  (he  orders 
of  the  president. 

It  is,  indeed,  said  that  not  a dollar  in  the  treasury 
can  be  touched  without  a previous  appropriation  by 
law,  nor  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  without  the  con- 
currence and  signature  of  the  secretary,  the  trea- 
surer, the  register  and  the  comptroller.  But  are  not 
all  these  pretended  securities  idle  and  unavailing 
forms?  We  have  seen  that,  by  the  operation  of  the 
irresponsible  power  of  dismission,  all  those  officers 
are  reduced  to  mere  automata,  absolutely  subjected 
to  the  will  of  the  president.  What  resistance  would 
any  of  them  make,  with  the  penalty  of  dismission 


suspended  over  their  heads,  to  any  orders  of  the  pre- 
sident to  pour  out  the  treasure  of  the  United  States, 
whether  an  act  of  appropriation  existed  or  not?  Do 
not  mock  us  with  the  vain  assurance  of  the  honor 
and  probity  of  a president,  nor  remind  us  of  the 
confidence  which  we  ought  to  repose  in  his  imagin- 
ed virtues.  The  pervading  principles  of  our  sys- 
tem of  governments — of  all  free  government — is  not 
raprely  the  possibility,  but  the  absolute  certainty  of 
infidelity  and  treachery,  with  even  the  highest  tunc- 
tionary  of  the  state;  and  hence  all  the  restrictions, 
securities,  and  guaranties  which  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  or  the  sad  experience  of  history  had  incul- 
cated, have  been  devised  and  thrown  around  the 
chief  magistrate. 

Here,  Iriends  and  fellow  citizens,  let  11s  pause  and 
contemplate  this  stupendous  structure  of  executive 
machinery  and  despotism  which  has  been  reared  in 
our  young  republic.  The  executive  branch  of  the 
government  is  a unit;  throughout  all  its  arteries  and 
veins  there  is  to  be  but  qne  heart,  one  head,  one  will. 
The  number  of  the  subordinate  executive  officers 
and  dependents  in  the  United  States  has  been  esti- 
mated, in  an  official  report,  founded  on  public  docu- 
ments, made  by  a senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun),  at  one  hundred  thousand.  Whatever  it 
may  be,  all  of  them,  wherever  they  are  situated,  are 
bound  implicitly  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  president. 
And  absolute  obedience  to  his  will  is  secured  and 
enforced  by  the  power  of  dismissing  them,  at  his 
pleasure,  from  their  respective  places.  To  make 
this  terrible  power  of  dismission  more  certain  and 
efficacious,  its  exercise  is  covered  up  in  mysterious 
secrecy,  without  exposure,  without  the  smallest 
responsibility.  The  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  executed  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  president  understands  them,  although  that 
sense  may  be  at  variance  with  the  understanding 
of  every  other  man  in  the  United  States.  It  follows, 
as  a necessary  consequence  from  the  principles  de- 
duced by  the  president  from  the  constitutional  in- 
junction as  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  that,  if  an 
act  of  congress  be  passed,  in  his  opinion,  contrary 
to  the  constitution,  or  if  a decision  be  pronounced 
by  the  courts,  in  his  opinion,  contrary  to  the  consti- 
tution or  the  laws,  that  act  or  that  decision  the  pre- 
sident is  not  obliged  to  enforce,  and  he  could  not 
cause  it  to  be  enforced,  without  a violation,  as  is  pre- 
tended, of  his  official  oath.  Candor  requires  the 
admission  that  tire  principle  has  not  yet  been  pushed 
in  practice  in  these  cases;  but  it  manifestly  compre- 
hends them;  and  who  doubts  that,  if  the  spirit  of 
usurpation  is  not  arrested  and  rebuked,  they  will  be 
finally  reached?  The  march  of  power  is  ever  on- 
ward. As  times  and  seasons  admonished,  it  openly 
and  boldly  in  broad  day,  makes  its  progress;  or,  if 
alarm  be  excited  by  the  enormity  of  its  pretensions, 
it  silently  and  secretly,  in  the  dark  of  the  night, 
steals  its  devious  way.  It  now  storms  and  mounts 
the  ramparts  of  the  fortress  cf  liberty;  it  now  saps 
and  undermines  its  foundations.  Finally,  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  and  navy  being  already  in  the 
president,  and  having  acquired  a perfect  control  over 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  he  has  consummat- 
ed that  frightful  union  of  purse  and  sword,  so  long, 
so  much,  so  earnestly  deprecated  by  all  true  lovers 
of  civil  liberty.  And  our  present  chief  magistrate 
stands  solemnly  and  voluntarily  pledged,  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  world,  to  tollow  in  the  lootsteps  and 
carry  out  the  measures  and  the  principles  of  his  il- 
lustrious predecessor! 

The  sum  of  the  whole  is,  that  there  is  but  one 
power,  one  control,  one  will  in  the  state.  All  is 
concentrated  in  the  president.  He  directs,  orders, 
commands  the  whole  machinery  of  the  state. 
Through  the  official  agencies,  scattered  throughout 
the  land,  and  absolutely  subjected  to  his  will,  he 
executes,  according  to  his  pleasure  or  caprice,  the 
whole  power  of  the  commonwealth,  which  has  been 
absorbed  and  engrossed  by  him.  And  one  sole  will 
predominates  in,  and  animates  the  whole  of,  this 
vast  community.  If  this  be  not  practical  despotism, 

I am  incapable  of  conceiving  or  defining  it.  N iries 
are  nothing.  The  existence  or  non  existence  of  ar- 
bitrary government  does  not  depend  upon  the  title 
or  denomination  bestowed  on  the  chief  of  the  state, 
but  upon  the  quantum  of  power  which  he  possesses 
and  wields.  Autocrat,  sultan,  emperor,  dictator,  king, 
doge,  president,  are  all  mere  names,  in  which  the 
power  respectively  possessed  by  them  is  not  to  be 
found,  but  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  constitution,  or  the 
established  usages  and  practices  of  the  several  states 
which  they  govern  and  control.  If  the  autocrat  of 
Russia  were  called  president  of  all  the  Russias,  the 
actual  power  remaining  unchanged,  his  authority, 
under  his  new  denomination,  would  continue  undi- 
minished; and  if  the  president  of  the  United  States 
were  to  receive  the  ti  le  of  autocrat  of  the  United 
States,  the  amount  of  his  authority  would  not  be 
increased,  witluut  an  alteration  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 


General  Jackson  was  a bold  and  feariess  reaper, 
carrying  a wide  row,  but  he  did  not  gather  the  whole 
harvest;  he  left  some  gleanings  to  his  faithful  suc- 
cessor, and  he  seems  resolved  to  sweep  clean  the 
field  of  power.  The  duty  of  inculcating  on  the  offi- 
cial corps  the  active  exertion  of  their  personal  and 
official  influence  was  left  by  him  to  be  enforced  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  all  popular  elections.  It  was  not 
sufficient  that  the  official  corps  was  bound  implicit- 
ly to  obey  the  will  of  the  president.  It  was  not 
sufficient  that  this  obedience  was  coerced  by  the 
tremenduous  power  of  dismission.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  this  corps  might  be  beneficially  em- 
ployed to  promote,  in  other  matters  than  the  busi- 
ness of  their  offices,  the  vrews  and  interests  of  the 
president  and  his  party.  They  are  far  more  efficient 
than  any  standing  army  of  equal  numbers.  A stand- 
ing army  would  be  separated,  and  stand  out  from 
the  people,  would  be  an  object  of  jealousy  and  sus- 
picion; and,  being  always  in  corps  or  in  detachments, 
could  exert  no  influence  on  popular  elections.  But 
the  official  corps  is  dispersed  throughout  the  coun- 
try, in  every  town,  village,  and  city,  mixing  with 
the  people,  attending  their  meetings  and  conventions, 
becoming  chairmen  and  members  of  committees, 
and  urging  and  stimulating  partisans  to  active  and 
vigorous  exertion.  Acting  in  concert,  and  through- 
out the  whole  union,  obeying  orders  issued  from  the 
centre,  their  influence,  aided  by  executive  patron- 
age, by  the  post  office  department,  and  all  the  vast 
other  means  of  the  executive,  is  almost  irresisti- 
ble. 

To  correct  this  procedure,  and  to  restrain  the  su- 
bordinates of  the  executive  from  all  interference  with 
popular  elections,  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Critlenden), 
now  present,  introduced  a bill  in  the  senate.  He 
had  the  weight  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  opinion,  who  is- 
sued a circular  to  reslrain  federal  officers  from  inter- 
meddling in  popular  elections.  He  had  before  him 
the  British  example,  according  to  which,  place  men 
and  pensioners  were  not  only  forbidden  to  interfere, 
but  were  not,  some  of  them,  even  allowed  to  vole  at 
popular  elections.  But  his  bill  left  them  free  to  ex- 
ercise the  elective  franchise,  prohibiting  only  the 
use  of  their  official  influence.  And  how  was  this 
bill  received  in  the  senate?  Passed,  by  those  who 
profess  to  admire  the  character  and  to  pursue  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Jefferson?  No  such  thing.  It  was 
denounced  as  a sedition  bill.  And  the  just  odium  of 
that  sedition  bill,  which  was  intended  to  protect  of- 
ficeholders against  the  people,  was  successfully  used 
to  defeat  a measure  of  protection  of  the  people 
against  the  officeholders!  Not  only  were  they  left 
unrestrained,  but  they  wrere  urged  and  stimulated 
by  an  official  report  to  employ  their  influcence  in 
behalf  of  the  administration  at  the  elections  of  the 
people. 

Hitherto,  the  army  and  the  navy  have  remained 
unaffected  by  the  power  of  dismission,  and  they  have 
not  been  called  into  the  political  service  of  the  exe- 
cutive. But  no  attentive  observer  of  the  principles 
and  proceedings  of  the  men  in  power  could  fail  to 
see  that  the  day  was  not  distant  when  they,  too, 
would  be  required  to  perform  the  partisan  offices  of 
the  president.  Accordingly,  the  process  of  convert- 
ing them  into  executive  instruments  has  commenced 
in  a court  martial  assembled  at  Baltimore.  Two 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  have  been 
there  put  upon  their  solemn  trial,  on  the  charge  of 
prejudicing  the  democratic  party  by  making  pur- 
chases for  the  supply  of  the  army  from  members  of 
the  whig  parly!  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  United 
States  were  prejudiced  by  those  purchases;  on  the 
contrary,  it  w as  I believe,  established  (hat  tliey  were 
cheaper  than  could  have  been  made  from  the  sup- 
porters of  the  administration.  But  the  charge  was, 
that  to  purchase  at  all  from  the  opponents,  instead 
of  the  friends,  of  the  administration,  was  an  injury 
to  the  democratic  party,  which  required  that  the  of- 
fenders should  be  put  upon  their  trial  before  a court 
martial!  And  this  trial  was  commenced  at  the  in- 
stance at  a committee  of  a democratic  conven- 
tion, and  conducted  and  prosecuted  by  them! 
The  scandalous  spectacle  is  presented  to  an  enligh- 
tened world  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  a great  peo- 
ple executing  the  orders  of  a self  created  power, 
organized  within  the  bosom  of  the  state,  and  upon 
such  an  accusation,  arraigning,  before  a military  tri- 
bunal, gallant  men,  who  are  charged  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  honor  and  the  interest  of  their  country, 
and  with  bearing  its  eagles  in  the  presence  of  an 
enemy! 

But  the  army  and  navy  are  too  small,  and  in  com- 
position are  too  patriotic  to  subseive  all  the  purpo- 
ses of  this  administration.  Hence  the  recent  propo- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  war,  strongly  recommended 
by  the  president,  under  color  of  a new  organization 
of  the  militia,  to  create  a standing  force  of  200,000 
men,  an  amount  which  no  conceivable  foreign  exi- 
gency can  ever  make  necessary.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
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pose  now  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  that  alarm- 
ing and  most  dangerous  plan  of  the  executive  de- 
partment of  the  federal  government.  It  has  justly 
excited  a burst  of  general  indignation;  ami  no  where 
has  the  disapprobation  of  it  been  more  emphatically 
expressed  than  in  this  ancient  and  venerable  common- 
wealth. 

The  monstrous  project  may  be  described  in  a few 
words.  It  proposes  to  create  the  force  by  breaking 
down  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line,  expunging  the  boun- 
daries of  states;  melting  them  up  into  a confluent 
mass,  to  be  subsequently  cut  up  into  ten  military 
parts,  alienates  the  militia  from  its  natural  associa- 
tion, withdraws  it  from  the  authority  and  command 
and  sympathy  of  its  constitutional  officers,  appoint- 
ed by  the  states,  puts  it  under  the  command  of  the 
president,  authorises  him  to  cause  it  to  be  trained, 
in  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution,  and  subjects 
it  to  be  called  out  from  remote  and  distant  places,  at 
his  pleasure,  and  on  occasions  not  warranted  by  the 
constitution! 

Indefensible  as  this  project  is,  fellow  citizens,  do 
not  be  deceived  by  supposing  that  it  has  been  or  will 
be  abandoned.  It  is  a principle  of  those  who  are 
now  in  power  that  an  election  or  a re-election  of  the 
president  implies  the  sanction  of  the  people  to  all 
the  measures  which  he  had  proposed,  and  all  the 
opinions  which  he  had  expressed,  on  public  affairs, 
prior  to  that  event.  We  have  seen  this  principle 
applied  on  various  occasions.  Let  Mr.  Van  Buren 
be  re-elected  in  November  next, and  it  will  be  claim- 
ed that  the  people  have  thereby  approved  of  this 
plan  of  the  secretary  of  war.  All  entertain  the  opi- 
nion that  it  is  important  to  train  the  militia  and  ren- 
der it  effective;  and  it  will  be  insisted,  in  the  con- 
tingency mentioned,  that  the  people  have  demon- 
strated that  they  approve  of  that  specific  plan. 
There  is  more  reason  to  apprehend  such  a conse- 
quence from  the  fact  that  a committee  of  the  senate, 
to  which  this  subject  was  referred,  instead  of  de- 
nouncing the  scheme  as  unconstitutional  and  dange- 
rous to  liberty,  presented  a labored  apologetic  report, 
and  the  administration  majority  in  that  body  ordered 
twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  apology  to  be  printed 
for  circulation  among  the  people.  I take  pleasure  in 
testifying  that  one  administration  senator  had  (he 
manly  independence  to  denounce,  in  his  place,  the 
project  as  unconstitutional.  That  senator  was  from 
your  own  state. 

I have  thus,  fellow  citizens,  exhibited  to  you  a 
true  and  faithful  picture  of  executive  power,  as  it 
has  been  enlarged  and  expanded  within  the  last  few 
years,  and  as  it  has  been  proposed  further  to  extend 
it.  It  overshadows  every  other  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  source  of  legislative  power  is  no 
longer  to  be  found  in  the  capital,  but  in  the  palace 
ot  the  president.  In  assuming  to  be  a part  of  the 
legislative  power,  as  the  president  recently  did, 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  he  would  have  been 
nearer  the  actual  fact  if  he  had  alleged  that  he  was 
the  sole  legislative  power  of  the  union.  How  is  it 
possible  for  public  liberty  to  be  preserved,  and  (he 
constitutional  distributions  of  power,  among  the  de- 
partments of  government,  to  be  maintained,  unless 
the  executive  career  be  checked  and  restrained? 

It  may  be  urged  that  two  securities  exist;  first, 
that  the  presidential  term  is  of  short  duration;  and, 
secondly,  the  elective  franchise.  But  it  has  been 
already  shown  that  whether  a depositary  of  power 
be  arbitrary  or  compatible  with  liberty  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  duration  of  the  official  term,  but 
upon  the  amount  of  power  invested.  The  dicta- 
torship in  Rome  was  an  office  of  brief  existence,  ge- 
nerally shorter  than  the  presidential  term.  Whether 
the  elective  franchise  be  an  adequate  security  or 
not,  is  a problem  to  be  solved  next  November.  I 
hope  and  believe  it  yet  i3.  But  if  Mr.  Van  Buren 
should  be  re-elected,  the  power  already  acquired  by 
the  executive  be  retained,  and  that  which  is  in  pro- 
gress be  added  to  that  department,  it  is  my  delibe- 
rate judgment  that  there  will  be  no  hope  remain- 
ing for  the  continuance  of  the  liberties  of  the  coun 
try.  , 

And  yet  the  partisans  of  this  tremendous  execu- 
tive power  arrogate  to  themselves  the  name  of  de- 
mocrats, and  bestow  upon  us,  who  are  opposed  to 
it,  the  denomination  of  federalists!  In  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  there  are  five  gentlemen  who 
were  members  of  the  federal  party,  and  four  of 
them  have  been  suddenly  transformed  into  demo- 
crats, and  are  now  warm  supporters  of  this  adminis- 
tration, whilst  I,  who  had  exerted  the  utmost  of  my 
humble  abilities  to  arouse  the  nation  to  a vindica- 
tion of  its  insulted  honor  and  its  violated  rights,  and 
to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  against 
Great  Britain,  to  which  they  were  violently  oppos- 
ed, find  myself,  by  a sort  of  magical  influence, 
converted  into  a federalist!  The  only  American 
citizen  that  I ever  met  with,  who  was  an  avowed 
monarchist,  was  a supporter  of  the  administration 
of  general  Jackson;  and  he  acknowledged  to  me 


that  his  motive  was  to  bring  about  the  system  of 
monarchy,  which  his  judgment  preferred. 

There  were  other  points  of  difference  between 
the  federalists  and  the  democratic  or  rather  republi- 
can party  of  1798,  but  the  great,  leading,  prominent 
discrimination  between  them  related  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  executive  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  federalists  believed  that,  in  its  struc- 
ture, it  was  too  w'eak,  and  was  in  danger  of  being 
crushed  by  the  preponderating  weight  of  the  legis- 
lative branch.  Hence  they  rallied  around  the  exe- 
cutive and  sought  to  give  to  it  strength  and  energy. 
A strong  government,  an  energetic  executive  was, 
among  them,  the  common  language  and  the  great 
object  of  that  day.  The  republicans,  on  the  con- 
trary, believed  that  the  real  danger  lay  on  the  side  of 
the  executive;  that,  having  a continuous  and  un- 
interrupted existence,  it  was  always  on  the  alert, 
ready  to  defend  the  power  it  had,  and  prompt  in 
acquiring  more;  and  that  the  experience  of  history 
demonstrated  that  it  was  the  encroaching  and  usurp- 
ing department.  They,  therefore,  rallied  around 
the  people  and  the  legislature. 

What  are  the  positions  of  the  two  great  parties 
of  the  present  day?  Modern  democracy  has  reduc- 
ed the  federal  theory  of  a strong  and  energetic  exe- 
cutive to  practical  operation.  It  has  turned  from 
the  people,  the  natural  ally  of  genuine  democracy, 
to  the  executive,  and,  instead  of  vigilance,  jealousy, 
and  distrust,  has  given  to  that  department  all  its 
confidence,  and  made  to  it  a virtual  surrender  of  all 
the  powers  of  government.  The  recognized  maxim 
of  royal  infallibility  is  transplanted  from  the  British 
monarchy  into  modern  American  democracy,  and 
the  president  can  do  no  wrong!  This  new  school 
adopts,  modifies,  changes,  renounces,  renews  opi- 
nions at  the  pleasure  ol  the  executive.  Is  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  a useful  and  valuable  institu- 
tion? Yes,  unanimously  pronounces  the  democra- 
tic legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  The  president 
vetoes  it  as  a pernicious  and  dangerous  establish- 
ment. The  democratic  majority  in  the  same  legis- 
lature pronounce  it  to  be  pernicious  and  dangerous. 
The  democratic  majority  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  declare  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money  in  the  Bunk  of  the  United  States 
to  be  safe.  The  president  says  they  are  unsafe,  and 
removes  them.  The  democracy  say  they  are  unsafe, 
and  approve  the  removal.  The  president  says  that 
a scheme  of  a sub-treasury  is  revolutionary  and  dis- 
organizing. The  democracy  Say  it  is  revolutionary 
and  disorganizing.  The  president  says  it  is  wise 
and  salutary.  The  democracy  say  it  is  wise  and 
salutary. 

The  whigs  of  1840  stand  where  the  republicans 
of  1793  stood,  and  where  the  whigs  of  the  revolu- 
tion were,  battling  for  liberty,  for  the  people,  for 
free  institutions,  against  power,  against  corruption, 
against  executive  encroachments,  against  monarchy. 

We  are  reproached  with  struggling  for  offices  and 
their  emoluments.  If  we  acted  on  the  avowed  and 
acknowledged  principle  of  our  opponents,  “that  the 
spoils  belong  to  the  victors,”  we  should  indeed  be 
unworthy  of  the  support  of  the  people.  No!  fellow 
citizens;  higher,  nobler,  more  patriotic  motives  ac- 
tuate the  whig  party.  Their  object  is  the  restora- 
tion of  the  constitution,  the  preservation  of  liberty, 
and  rescue  of  the  country.  If  they  were  govern- 
ed by  the  sordid  and  selfish  motives  acted  upon  by 
their  opponents,  and  unjustly  imputed  to  them,  to 
acquire  office  and  emolument,  they  have  only  to 
change  their  names,  and  enter  the  presidential  pa- 
lace. The  gate  is  always  wide  open,  and  the  path 
is  no  narrow  one  which  leads  through  it.  The  last 
comer,  too,  often  fares  best. 

On  a resurvev  of  the  few  past  years,  we  behold 
enough  to  sicken  and  sadden  the  hearts  of  true  pa- 
triots. Executive  encroachment  has  quickly  fol- 
lowed upon  executive  encroachment;  persons  honor- 
ed by  public  confidence,  and  from  whom  nothing 
but  grateful  and  parental  measures  should  have 
flowed,  have  inflicted  stunning  blow  after  blow  in 
such  rapid  succession  that,  before  the  people  could 
recover  from  the  reeling  effects  of  one,  another  has 
fallen  heavily  upon  them.  Had  either  of  various 
instances  ot  executive  misrule  stood  out  separate 
arid  alone,  so  that  its  enormity  might  have  been 
seen  and  dwelt  upon  with  composure,  the  condem- 
nation of  the  executive  would  have  long  since  been 
pronounced;  but  it  has  hitherto  found  safety  and 
impunity  in  the  bewildering  effects  of  the  multitude 
of  its  misdeeds.  The  nation  has  been  in  the  condi- 
tion of  a man  who,  having  gone  to  bed  after  his 
barn  has  been  consumed  by  fire,  is  aroused  in  the 
morning  to  witness  his  dwelling  house  wrapt  in 
flames.  So  bold  and  presumptuous  had  the  execu- 
tive become,  that,  penetrating  in  its  influence  the 
hall  of  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  by 
means  of  a submissive  or  instructed  majority  of  the 
senate,  it  has  caused  a record  of  the  country  to  be 
effaced  and  expunged,  the  inviolability  of  which 


was  guarantied  by  a solemn  injunction  of  the  consti- 
tution! And  that  memorable  and  scandalous  scene 
was  enacted  only  because  the  offensive  record  con- 
tained an  expression  of  disapprobation  ol  an  execu- 
tive proceeding. 

If  this  state  of  things  were  to  remain — if  the  pro- 
gress of  executive  usurpation  were  to  continue  un- 
checked, hopeless  despair  would  seize  the  public 
mind,  or  the  people  would  be  goaded  to  acts  of  open 
and  violent  resistance.  But,  thank  God,  the  power 
of  the  president,  feartul  and  rapid  as  its  strides  have 
been,  is  not  yet  too  great  for  the  power  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise;  and  a bright  and  glorious  prospect,  in 
the  election  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  has  open- 
ed upon  the  country.  The  necessity  of  a change 
ol  rulers  has  deeply  penetrated  the  hearts  ol  the  peo- 
ple; and  we  every  where  behold  cheering  manifes- 
tations of  that  happy  event.  The  fact  of  his  elec- 
tion alone,  without  reference  to  the  measures  of  his 
administration,  will  powerfully  contribute  to  the 
security  and  happiness  of  the  people.  It  will  bring 
assurance  of  the  cessation  of  that  long  series  of  dis- 
astrous experiments  which  have  so  greatly  afflicted 
the  people.  Confidence  will  immediately  revive, 
credit  be  restored,  active  business  will  return,  prices 
of  products  will  rise;  and  the  people  will  feel  and 
know  that,  instead  of  their  servants  being  occupied 
in  devising  measures  lor  their  ruin  and  destruction, 
they  will  be  assiduously  employed  in  promoting 
their  welfare  and  prosperity. 

But  grave  and  setious  measures  will,  unquestion- 
ably, early  and  anxiously  command  the  earnest  at- 
tention of  the  new  administration.  I have  no  au- 
thority to  announce,  and  do  not  pretend  to  announce 
the  purposes  of  the  new  president.  I have  no 
knowledge  of  them  other  than  that  which  is  acces- 
sible to  every  citizen.  In  what  I shall  say  as  to  the 
course  of  a new  administration,  therefore,  I mean 
to  express  my  own  sentiments,  to  speak  for  myself, 
without  coinproinilting  any  other  person.  Upon 
such  an  interesting  occasion  as  this  is,  in  the  midst 
of  the  companions  of  my  youth,  or  their  descen- 
dants, I have  felt  that  it  is  due  to  them  and  to  my- 
self explicitly  to  declare  my  sentiments,  without 
reserve,  and  to  show  that  I have  been,  and,  as  I 
sincerely  believe,  the  friends  with  whom  I have 
acted  have  been,  animated  by  the  disinterested  de- 
sire to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  country  and 
to  preserve  its  free  institutions. 

The  first,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  important 
object,  which  should  engage  (he  serious  attention 
of  a new  administration,  is  that  of  circumscribing 
the  executive  power,  and  throwing  around  it  such 
limitationsand  safe-guards  as  will  render  it  no  lon- 
ger dangerous  to  the  public  liberties. 

Whatever  is  the  work  of  man  necessarily  par- 
takes of  his  imperfections;  and  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that,  with  all  the  acknowledged  wisdom  and 
virtues  of  the  framers  of  our  constitution,  they 
could  have  sent  forth  a plan  of  government,  so  free 
from  all  defect,  and  so  full  of  guaranties;  that  it 
should  not,  in  the  conflict  of  embittered  parties  and 
of  excited  passions,  be  perverted  and  misinterpret- 
ed. Misconceptions  or  erroneous  constructions  of 
the  powers  granted  in  the  constitution  would  proba- 
bly have  occurred,  after  the  lapse  of  many  years, 
in  seasons  of  entire  calm,  and  with  a regular  and 
temperate  administration  of  the  government;  but, 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  the  machine,  driven 
by  a reckless  charioteer  with  frightful  impetuosity, 
has  been  'greatly  jarred  and  jolted,  and  it  needs 
careful  examination  and  a thorough  repair. 

With  the  view,  therefore,  to  the  fundamental 
character  of  the  government  itself,  and  especially 
of  the  executive  branch,  it  seems  to  me  that,  either 
by  amendments  of  the  constitution,  when  they  are 
necessary,  or  by  remedial  legislation,  when  the  ob- 
ject falls  within  the  scope  of  the  poweis  of  congress, 
there  should  be, 

1st.  A provision  to  render  a person  ineligible  to 
the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States  after  a 
service  of  one  term. 

Much  observation  and  deliberate  reflection  have 
satisfied  me  that  too  much  ot  the  time,  the  thoughts 
and  the  exertions  of  the  incumbent,  are  occupied, 
during  his  first  term,  in  securing  his  re-election. — 
The  public  business,  consequently,  suffers;  and 
measures  are  proposed  or  executed  with  less  re- 
gard to  the  geneial  prosperity  than  to  their  influ- 
ence upon  the  approaching  election.  If  the  limita- 
tion to  one  term  existed,  the  president  would  be  ex- 
clusively devoted  to  the  discharge  ol  his  public  du- 
ties; and  he  would  endeavor  to  signalize  bis  admi- 
nistration by  the  beneficence  and  wisdom  ol  its 
measures. 

2d.  That  the  veto  power  should  be  more  precisely 
defined,  and  be  subjected  to  further  limitations  and 
qualifications.  Although  a large,  perhaps  the  largest, 
proportion  of  all  the  acts  of  congress  passed  at  the 
short  session  of  congress,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  government,  were  passed  within  the  three 
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last  days  or  the  session,  and  when  of  course  the  pre- 
sident for  the  time  being  had  not  the  ten  days  for 
consideration  allowed  by  the  constitution,  president 
Jackson,  availing  himself  of  that  allowance,  has 
failed  to  return  important  bills.  When  not  returned 
by  the  president  within  the  ten  days,  it  is  questiona- 
ble whether  they  are  laws  or  not.  It  is  very  cer- 
tain that  the  next  congress  cannot  act  upon  them 
by  deciding  whether  or  not  they  shall  become  laws, 
the  president’s  objections  notwithstanding.  All 
this  ought  to  be  provided  for. 

At  present,  a bill,  returned  by  the  president,  can 
only  become  a law  by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  of  each  bouse.  I think  if  congress 
passes  a bill  after  discussion  and  consideration,  and, 
alter  weighing  the  objections  of  the  president,  still 
believes  it  ought  to  pass,  it  should  become  a law 
provided  a majority  of  all  the  members  of  each 
house  concur  in  its  passage.  If  the  weight  of  his 
argument  and  the  weight  of  his  influence  conjointly 
cannot  prevail  on  a majority,  against  their  previous 
convictions,  in  my  opinion  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
arrested.  Such  is  the  provision  of  the  constitutions 
ot  several  of  the  slates,  and  that  of  Kentucky  among 
them. 

3d.  That  the  power  of  dismission  from  office 
should  be  restricted,  and  the  exercise  of  it  be  ren- 
dered responsible. 

The  constitutional  concurrence  of  the  senate  is 
necessary  to  the  confirmation  of  all  important  ap- 
pointments; but,  without  consulting  the  senate, 
without  any  other  motive  than  resentment  or  ca- 
price, the  president  may  dismiss,  at  his  sole  plea- 
sure an  officer  created  by  the  joint  action  of  himself 
and  the  senate.  The  practical  effect  is  to  nullify 
the  agency  of  the  senate.  There  may  be,  occasion- 
ally, cases  in  which  the  public  interest  requires  an 
immediate  diJmission  without  waiting  for  the  as- 
sembling of  the  senate;  but,  in  all  such  cases,  the 
president  should  be  bound  to  communicate  fully  the 
grounds  and  motives  of  the  dismission.  The  power 
would  be  thus  rendered  responsible.  Without  it, 
the  exercise  of  the  power  is  utterly  repugnant  to 
free  institutions,  the  basis  of  which  is  perfect  re- 
sponsibility and  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty,  as 
has  been  already  shown. 

4th.  That  the  control  over  the  treasury  of  the 
United  Slates  should  be  confided  and  confined  ex- 
clusively to  congress;  and  all  authority'  of  the  pre- 
sident over  it,  by  means  of  dismissing  the  secretaiy 
of  the  treasury,  or  other  persons  having  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  it,  be  rigorously  precluded. 

You  have  heard  much,  fellow  citizens,  of  the  di- 
vorce ot  banks  and  government.  After  crippling 
them  and  impairing  their  utility,  the  executive  and 
its  partisans  have  systematically  denounced  them. 
The  executive  and  the  country  were  warned  again 
and  again  of  the  fatal  course  that  has  been  pursued; 
but  the  executive  nevertheless  pei severed,  com- 
mencing by  praising  and  ending  by  decrying  the 
state  banks.  Under  cover  of  the  smoke  which  has 
been  raised,  the  real  object  all  along  has  been,  and 
yet  is,  to  obtain  the  possession  of  the  money  power 
ot  the  union.  That  accomplished  and  sanctioned 
by  the  people — the  union  of  the  sword  and  the 
purse  in  the  hands  of  the  president  effectually  se- 
cured— and  farewell  to  American  liberty.  The  sub- 
treasury is  the  scheme  for  effecting  that  union;  and, 

1 am  told,  that  of  all  the  days  in  the  year,  that  which 
gave  birth  to  our  national  existence  and  freedom  is 
the  selected  day  to  be  disgraced  by  ushering  into 
existence  a measure,  imminently  perilous  to  the 
liberty  which,  on  that  anniversary,  we  commemo- 
rate in  joyous  festivals.  Thus  in  the  spirit  of  de- 
struction which  animates  our  rulers,  would  they 
convert  a day  of  gladness  and  of  glory  into  a day  of 
sadness  and  mourning.  Fellow  citizens,  there  is 
one  divorce  urgently  demanded  by  the  safety  and 
the  highest  interests  ot  the  country — a divorce  of 
the  president  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

And  5lh.  That  the  appointment  of  members  of 
congress  to  any  office,  or  any  but  a few  specific  of- 
fices, during  their  continuance  in  office,  and  tor  one 
year  thereafter,  be  prohibited. 

This  is  a hackneyed  theme,  but  it  is  not  less  de- 
serving seiious  consideration.  The  constitution 
now  interdicts  the  appointment  of  a member  of  con- 
gress to  any  office  created,  or  the  emoluments  of 
which  had  been  increased  whilst  he  was  in  office. — 
In  the  purer  days  of  the  republic,  that  restriction 
might  have  been  sufficient,  but  in  these  more  de- 
generate times,  it  is  necessary,  by  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  to  give  the  principle  greater  extent. 

These  are  Ihe  subjects,  in  relation  to  the  perma- 
nent character  of  the  government  itself,  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  are  worthy  of  the  serious  attention  of 
the  people,  and  of  a new'  administration.  There  are 
others,  of  an  administrative  nature,  which  require 
prompt  and  careful  consideration. 

1st.  The  currency  of  the  country,  its  stability 
and  uniform  value,  and,  as  intimately  and  indissolu- 


bly connected  with  if,  the  insurance  of  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  fiscal  services  necessary  to  the 
government,  should  be  maintained  and  secured  by 
exercising  all  the  powers  requisite  to  those  objects 
with  which  congress  is  constitutionally  invested. 
These  are  the  great  ends  to  be  aimed  at — the  means 
are  of  subordinate  importance.  Whether  thpse  ends, 
indispensable  to  the  well  -being  of  both  the  people  and 
the  government,  are  to  be  attained  by  sound  and 
3afe  state  banks,  carefully  selected,  and  properly 
distributed,  or  by  a new  bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  such  limitations,  conditions  and  restrictions  as 
have  been  indicated  by  experience,  should  be  left 
to  the  arbitrament  of  enlightened  public  opinion. 

Candor  and  truth  require  me  to  say  that,  in  my 
judgment,  whilst  banks  continue  to  exist  in  the 
country,  the  services  of  a bank  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  safely  dispensed  with.  I think  that  the 
power  to  establish  such  a bank  is  a settled  question; 
settled  by  Washington  and  by  Madison,  by  the  peo- 
ple, by  forty  years’  acquiescence,  by  the  judiciary, 
and  by  both  of  the  great  parties  which  so  long  held 
sway  in  this  country.  I know  and  I respect  the 
contrary  opinion,  which  is  entertained  in  this  state. 
But,  in  my  deliberate  view  of  the  matter,  the  power 
to  establish  such  a bank  being  settled,  and  being  a 
necessary  and  proper  power,  the  only  question  is  as 
to  the  expediency  of  its  exercise.  And  on  ques- 
tions of  mere  expediency  public  opinion  ought  to 
have  a controlling  influence.  Without  banks,  I be- 
lieve we  cannot  have  a sufficient  currency;  without 
a bank  of  the  United  States,  I fear  we  cannot  have 
a sound  currency.  But  it  is  the  end,  that  of  a sound 
and  sufficient  currency,  and  a faithful  execution  of 
the  fiscal  duties  of  government,  that  should  engage 
the  dispassionate  and  candid  consideration  of  the 
whole  community.  There  is  nothing  in  the  name 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  which  has  any  ma- 
gical charm,  or  to  which  any  one  need  be  wedded. 
It  is  to  secure  certain  great  objects,  without  which 
society  cannot  prosper;  and  if,  contrary  to  my  ap 
prehension,  these  objects  can  be  accomplished  by 
dispensing  with  the  agency  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  employing  that  of  state  banks,  ali  ought 
to  rejoice  and  heartily  acquiesce,  and  none  would 
more  than  I should. 

2d.  That  the  public  lands,  in  conformity  with  the 
trusts  created  expressly,  or  by  just  implication,  on 
their  acquisition,  be  administered  in  a spirit  of  libe- 
rality towards  the  new  states  and  territories,  and  in 
a spirit  of  justice  towards  all  the  states. 

The  land  bill,  which  was  rejected  by  president 
Jackson,  and  acts  ot  occasional  legislation,  will  ac- 
complish both  these  objects.  I regret  that  the  time 
does  not  admit  of  my  exposing  here  the  nefarious 
plans  and  purposes  of  the  administration  as  to  this 
vast  national  resource.  That,  like  every  other 
great  interest  of  the  country,  is  administered  with 
the  sole  view  of  the  effect  upon  the  interests  of  the 
party  in  power.  A bill  has  passed  the  senate,  and 
is  now  pending  before  the  house,  according  to  which 
forty  millions  of  dollars  are  stricken  from  the  real 
value  of  a certain  portion  of  the  public  lands  by  a 
short  process;  and  a citizen  of  Virginia  residing  on 
the  southwest  side  of  the  Ohio  is  not  allowed  to  pur- 
chase lands  as  cheap  by  half  a dollar  per  acre  as  a 
citizen  living  on  the  northwest  side  of  that  river. — 

1 have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  conviction 
that  the  whole  public  domain  is  gone  if  Mr.  Van 
Buren  be  re-elected. 

3d.  That  the  policy  of  protecting  and  encouraging 
(he  productions  of  American  industry,  entering  into 
competition  with  the  rival  productions  of  foreign  in- 
dustry, be  adhered  to  and  maintained  on  the  basis 
of  the  principles  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mise of  March,  1833. 

Protection  and  national  independence  are,  in  my 
opinion,  identical  and  synonymous.  The  principle 
of  abandonment  of  the  one  cannot  be  surrendered 
without  a forfeiture  of  the  other.  Who,  with  just 
pride  and  national  sensibility,  can  think  of  subject- 
ing the  products  of  our  industry  to  all  the  taxation 
and  restraints  of  foreign  powers,  without  effort,  on 
our  part,  to  counteract  their  prohibitions  and  burdens 
by  suitable  countervailing  legislation?  The  ques- 
tion cannot  be,  ought  not  to  be,  one  of  principle, 
but  of  measure  and  degree.  I adopt  that  ot  the 
compromise  act,  not  because  that  act  is  irrepealable, 
but  because  it  met  with  the  sanction  of  the  nation. 
Stability,  with  moderate  and  certain  protection,  is 
far  more  important  than  instability,  the  necessary 
consequence  of  high  protection.  But  the  protection 
of.  the  compromise  act  will  be  adequate,  in  most,  if 
not  as  to  all,  interests.  The  twenty  percent,  which 
it  stipulates,  cash  duties,  home  valuations,  and  the 
list  of  free  articles  inserted  in  the  act  for  the  parti- 
cular advantage  of  the  manufacturer,  will  ensure,  I 
trust,  sufficient  protection.  All  together,  they  will 
amount  probably  to  no  less  than  thirty  per  cent,  a 
greater  extent  of  protection  than  was  secured  prior 
to  the  act  of  1828,  which  no  one  stands  up  to  de- 


fend. Now  the  valuation  of  foreign  goods  is  made 
not  by  the  American  authoiity,  except  in  suspected 
cases,  but  by  foreigners,  and  abroad.  They  assess 
the  value,  and  we  the  duty;  but,  as  the  duty  de- 
pends, in  most  cases,  upon  the  value,  it  is  manifest 
that  those,  who  assess  the  value,  fix  the  duty.  The 
home  valuation  will  give  our  government  what  it 
rightfully  possesses,  both  the  power  to  ascertain  the 
true  value  of  Ihe  thing  which  it  taxes,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  that  tax. 

4th.  That  a strict  and  wise  economy,  in  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  he  steadily  enforced; 
and  that,  to  that  end,  all  useless  establishments,  all 
unnecessary  offices  and  places,  foreign  and  domestic, 
and  all  extravagance,  either  in  the  collection  or  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  revenue,  bp  abolished  and 
repressed. 

I have  not  time  to  dwell  on  details  in  the  applica- 
tion ot  this  principle.  I will  say  that  a pruning 
knife,  long,  broad  and  sharp,  should  be  applied  to 
every  department  of  the  government.  There  is 
abundant  scope  for  honest  and  skilful  surgery.  The 
annual  expenditure  may,  in  reasonable  time,  be 
brought  down  from  its  present  amount  of  about  forty 
millions  to  near  one-third  of  that  sum. 

5th.  The  several  states  have  made  such  great  and 
gratifying  progress  in  their  respective  systems  of 
internal  improvement,  and  have  been  so  aided  by  the 
distribution  under  the  deposite  act,  that,  in  future, 
the  erection  of  new  roads  and  canals  should  be  left 
to  them  with  such  further  aid  only  from  the  general 
government  as  they  would  derive  from  the  payment 
of  the  last  instalment  under  that  act,  from  an  abso- 
lute relinquishment  of  the  right  of  congress  to  call 
upon  them  to  refund  the  previous  instalments,  and 
from  their  equal  and  just  quotas,  to  be  received  by  a 
future  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands. 

And  6th.  That  the  right  to  slave  property,  being 
guarantied  by  the  constitution,  and  recognized  as  one 
of  Ihe  compromise  incorporated  in  that  instrument 
by  our  ancestors,  should  be  left  where  the  conslitu- 
tion  has  placed  it,  undisturbed  and  unagitated  by 
congress. 

These,  fellow  citizens,  are  views  both  of  the  struc- 
ture of  the  government  and  of  its  administration 
which  appear  to  me  worthy  of  commanding  the 
grave  attention  of  the  public  and  its  new  servants. 
Although,  1 repeat,  I have  neither  authority  nor 
purpose  to  commit  any  body  else,  I believe  most,  if 
not  all,  of  them,  are  entertained  by  the  political 
friends  with  whom  I have  acted.  Whether  the  sa- 
lutary reforms  w hich  they  include  will  be  effected  or 
considered  depends  upon  the  issue  of  that  great 
struggle  which  is  now  going  on  throughout  all  this 
country.  This  contest  has  had  no  parallel  since  the 
period  of  the  revolution.  In  both  instances  there  is 
a similarity  of  object.  That  was  to  achieve,  this  is 
to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  country.  Let  us 
catch  the  spirit  which  animated,  and  imitate  the 
virtues  which  adorned  our  noble  ancestors.  Their 
devotion,  their  constancy,  their  untiring  activity, 
their  perseverance,  their  indomnible  resolution,  their 
sacrifices,  their  valor!  If  they  fought  for  liberty  or 
death,  in  the  memorable  language  of  one  ol  the  most 
illustrious  of  them,  let  us  never  forget  that  the  prize 
now  at  hazard  is  liberty  or  slavery.  We  should  be 
encouraged  by  the  tact  that  the  contest  to  the  success 
of  which  they  solemnly  pledged  their  fortunes,  their 
lives,  and  their  sacred  honor,  was  far  more  unequal 
than  that  in  which  we  are  engaged.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  let  us  cautiously  guard  against  too  much 
confidence.  History  and  experience  prove  that  more 
has  been  lost  by  selt-confidence  and  contempt  of 
enemies,  than  won  by  skill  and  couragp.  Our  opr 
pouents  are  powerful  in  numbers  and  in  organiza- 
tion, active,  insidious,  possessed  of  ample  means, 
and  wholly  unscrupulous  in  the  use  of  them.  They 
count  upon  success  by  the  use  of  two  words,  demo- 
cracy and  federalism — democracy  which,  in  violation 
of  all  truth,  they  appropriate  to  themselves,  and  fe- 
deralism which,  in  violation  of  all  justice,  they  ap- 
ply to  us.  And  allow  me  to  conjure  you  not  to  suf- 
fer yourselves  to  be  diverted,  deceived  or  discou- 
raged by  the  false  rumors  which  will  be  industriously 
circulated,  between  the  present  time  and  the  period 
of  the  election,  by  our  opponents.  They  will  put 
them  forth  in  every  variety,  and  without  number, 
in  the  most  imposing  forms,  certified  and  sworn  to 
by  conspicuous  names.  They  will  brag,  they  will 
boast,  they  will  threaten.  Regardless  of  all  their  arts, 
let  us  keep  steadily  and  faithfully  and  fearlessly  at 
work. 

But  if  the  opposition  perform  its  whole  duty:  if 
every  member  of  it  act  as  in  the  celebrated  battle  of 
lord  Nelson,  if  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  were 
fixed  on  him,  and  as  if  on  his  sole  exertions  depend- 
ed the  issue  of  the  day,  I sincerely  believe  that  at 
least  twenty  of  the  states  of  the  union  will  unite  in 
the  glorious  work  of  the  salvation  of  the  constitution 
and  the  redemption  of  the  country. 
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Friends  and  fellow  citizens,  I have  detained  yon 
too  long.  Accept  iny  cordial  thanks  and  my  pro- 
found acknowledgments  lor  the  honors  of  this  day, 
and  for  all  your  feelings  of  attachment  and  confidence 
towards  me;  and  allow  me  in  conclusion, tto  propose 
a sentiment: 

Hanover  county:  It  was  the  first,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolution,  to  raise  its  arms,  under  the 
lead  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  defence  ot  American  li- 
berty; it  v^ill  be  the  last  to  prove  false  or  recreant  to 
the  holy  cause. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

July  14.  The  president  pro  tem.  laid  before  (he 
senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
covering  a report  of  the  superintendent  of  standard 
weights  and  measures;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
prinLfd. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  a memorial  of  a committee 
appointed  by  the  board  of  aldermen  and  board  ol 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  remon- 
strating against  the  passage  of  a bill  pending  before 
the  senate  “to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington;” which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, made  adverse  reports  on  -tire  bill  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  masters  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  rail  road  companies,  including  that  of  West 
Feliciana,  (a  particular  bill  lor  which  was  therefore 
indefinitely  postponed).  Also,  the  Grand  Gulf  rail 
road  and  banking  company.  The  bill  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, moved  that  this  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorials  of  gen. 
Edmund  P.  Gaines  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 
military  defences  of  the  country. 

After  some  remar  ks  from  Messrs.  Pierce,  Preston 
and  Calhoun,  the  committee  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a resolution  instructing 
the  committee  for  the  District  ol  Columbia  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  retroceding  all  those 
portions  of  the  District  of  Columbia  not  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Washington  to  the  respective 
states  to  which  they  formerly  belonged. 

The  resolution,  by  consent,  was  at  once  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  would  rather  in- 
struct the  committee  to  bring  in  a bill  at  once  au- 
thorising the  retrocession,  with  the  consent  of  Alex- 
andria and  Georgetown,  and  the  states  respectively. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
Georgetown  had  formerly  petitioned  congress  to  be 
restored  to  Maryland.  Alexandria  had  not  done 
so,  but  had  recently  expressed  a unanimous  wish  to 
be  restored  to  Virginia.  Mr.  M.  was  sure  that 
Maryland  would  be  glad  to  receive  Georgetown. — 
But  he  thought  it  altogether  too  late  in  the  session 
to  introduce  a measure  of  this  kind,  which  evident- 
ly could  not  be  carried  through.  At  the  proper 
time  Mr.  M.  would  be  glad  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Preslon  argued  that,  even  if  the  measure 
could  not  be  consummated  at  this  time,  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  bring  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  retroces- 
sion, and  he  should  not  further  object  to  a resolution 
of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  there  were  but  two 
points  to  be  ascertained  in  this  matter:  one,  the  con- 
sent of  the  people  to  be  retroceded,  and  the  other,  the 
consent  of  the  states  to  receive  them.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  a provisionary  bill  might  readily  be 
passed  at  this  session,  which  would  require  no  fur- 
ther action  of  congress. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  as  a member  of  the  committee  for 
the  District  ol  Columbia,  concurred  in  granting  a 
retrocession.  But  if  a bill  for  that  purpose  was  now 
to  be  framed,  he  proposed  that  it  should  be  done  by 
a select  committee. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  committee  from  the  District 
were  better  acquainted  with  this  subject  than  a se- 
lect committee  could  be,  and  he  wished  the  inquiry 
to  be  made  by  those  best  able  to  make  it.  He  ar- 
gued in  favor  of  the  retrocession,  that  it  would 
lighten  the  duties  and  shorten  the  sessions  of  con- 
gress; and  be  believed  it  would  be  for  the  good  of 
all  the  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  was  anxious  that  the  retro- 
cession should  take  place,  and  if  it  should  not  be 
carried  at  this  session,  he  should  move  upon  it  early 
in  the  next. 

Mr.  Allen  spoke  in  favor  of  a bill,  even  if  it  should 
not  now  be  passed,  as  it  would  more  effectually  call 
the  attention  of  the  parties  to  the  subject,  and  of  the 
people  of  the  country. 


The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  dissent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  senate  on  this  day,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  take  a recess  i'rom  half  past  two  to  half  past 
four  o’clock. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the  corporate 
existence  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  requiring  that  no  dividends 
of  the  banks  should  be  made  during  their  suspen- 
sion, and  that  the  president  and  directors  of  each 
bank  should  be  personally  responsible  for  all  its  lia- 
bilities. 

Mr.  Huntington  spoke  with  much  earnestness 
against  the  latter  clause  of  this  amendment,  as  gross- 
ly unjust,  especially  as  it  would  in  effect  make  them 
answerable  lor  events  wholly  beyond  their  power 
and  foresight. 

Mr.  Allen  exculpated  Mr.  Raphael  Semmes  from 
a charge  Mr.  A.  had  made  against  him  on  the  autho- 
rity of  a report  in  the  other  house. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton,  argued  that  corporations  should  be  liable  in  the 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  individuals, 
and  that  this  liability  should  fall  on  directors  of 
banks,  (exclusive  of  stockholders),  inasmuch  as 
they  were  entrusted  with  the  whole  of  their  ma- 
nagement. And  he  asserted  that  the  directors  of 
the  banks  here  were  willing  to  incur  this  liability. 

Mr.  Huntington  inquired  whether  he  was  autho- 
rised by  the  presidents  and  directors  of  the  banks  to 
say  that  they  were  willing  to  be  held  personally  re- 
ponsible? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  it  from  a gentleman  on  whom 
he  cold  depend. 

Mr.  Huntington  wished  to  know  the  authority; 
for  it  seemed  singular  to  him  if  they  were  willing  to 
incur  this  liability. 

Messrs.  Davis,  Huntington  and  Merrick  remarked 
that  if  the  directors  were  themselves  willing,  they 
should  not  object. 

Mr.  Huntington  accordingly  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  an  amendment  requiring 
the  banks  to  resume  at  once,  and  continue  specie 
payments,  except  lor  deposites  in  funds  of  a less 
value  than  specie. 

This  amendment  was  advocated  with  much  ani- 
mation by  Messrs.  Wright,  Allen  and  Grundy,  as 
indispensable,  and  as  requiring  no  more  than  the 
banks  were  able  and  willing  to  perform;  and  it  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and 
Merrick,  as  a measure  to  which  no  bank  had  given 
its  consent,  inasmuch  as  when  they  resolved  to  re- 
sume, it  was  with  the  expectation  they  would  wind 
up  at  once,  and  they  would  be  compelled  to  wind 
up  if  this  provision  should  prevail,  and  the  bills  of 
the  neighboring  states  would  drive,  as  before,  all 
the  specie  out  of  the  District. 

The  senate  took  a recess  till  half  past  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  senate  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  to  extend  the  corporate  existence 
of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
debate  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  requiring  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banksTwas 
continued  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Merrick,  Wright,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  and  Preston,  when  the  queslion  was 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, yeas  19,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Anderson  then  moved  to  further  amend  by- 
adding  to  the  first  section  the  following  proviso: 

“That  if  any  of  the  said  banks  shall  fail  to  resume 
specie  payments  and  to  continue  the  same  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  act,  any  such  bank  may,  in  case 
it  shall  so  resume  at  any  time  within  the  period  of  sixty 
days,  avail  itself  of  all  the  privileges  which  were  grant- 
ed by  the  act  to  those  which  resume  immediately;  but 
no  banking  privileges  shall  be  exercised  by  any  insti- 
tution in  a state  of  suspension  of  specie  payments.’’ 

On  this  amendment  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
20,  nays  11. 

Mr.  Wright  here  moved  to  further  amend  by  in- 
serting the  following  as  the  second  section: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  neither  of 
said  banks  shall,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
issue  or  pay  out,  other  than  for  those  existing  deposites 
of  the  description mentioned  in  and  excepted  by  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  any  bill  or  note  or  other  paper 
intended  fur  the  circulation  as  money  issued  by  any 
other  bank,  unless  such  bill,  note,  post-note,  or  other 
paper  or  promise  to  pay  is  payable  and  paid  in  specie 
on  demand  at  some  fixed  and  certain  place  to  be  dis- 
tinctly named  upon  the  face  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  the  effect  of  this  amendment 
would  be  virtually  to  close  the  doors  of  the  banks. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative.,  ayes  19,  nays  IS. 


The  debate  was  further  continued,  when  Mr. 
Allen  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  addi- 
tional section: 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and  eve- 
ry stockholder  in  such  bank  shall  from  and  after  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act  also  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
made  severally  liable,  in  their  individual  capacity,  each 
to  the  full  amount  of  his  stock  in  such  bank,  for  all  the 
debts  and  obligations  thereafter  contracted  by  or  on  be- 
half of  such  bank,  and  which  may  have  been  contract- 
ed during  the  time  he  was  such  stockholder,  and  such 
liability  shall  continue  after  he  may  have  ceased  to  be 
such  stockholder:  Provided,  That  said  bank  shall  re- 
fuse to  pay  on  demand. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
21,  nays  1-1. 

Mr.  Tappan  then  moved  to  further  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  strike  at  the  monopolies  granted  to  banking 
incorporations,  in  order  to  leave  the  matter  free  to 
all. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  spoke  at  length  against  the 
adoption  of  such  a principle,  as  calculated  to  aid  ra- 
ther than  to  suppress  the  paper  system. 

Mr.  Walker  opposed  it,  declaring  that  in  those 
states  where  unchartered  associations  were  permit- 
ted the  evil  had  been  increased  rather  than  dimi- 
nished. 

Mr.  Tappan  replied  to  the  objection.  He  said 
his  friends  had  confounded  the  repeal  of  a prohibi- 
tion with  the  granting  of  an  express  license.  He 
should  ask  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  at  least  record 
his  own  name. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  result 
was  that  Mr.  Tappan  and  Mr.  Wright  were  the  only 
affirmative  votes,  while  there  were  thirty  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  making  the  officers 
liable  in  sums  of  not  less  than  $100  nor  more  than 
$1,000;  which  wa3  agreed  to  by  a vote  of  13  yeas 
to  11  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following 
vote: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Huntington, 
King,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wright,  Young 
—20 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker — 12. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  the  bill  bad  been  so  amended 
and  changed  it  was  difficult  to  know  what  were  its 
provisions  exactly:  he  would  therefore  move  that 
the  bill  be  printed  as  amended,  so  that  each  senator 
might  see  how  he  was  voting.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to.  and  the  senate  adjourned  at  20  minutes 
before  9 o’clock. 

July  15.  Mr.  Linn,  at  the  request,  he  said,  of 
the  commissioner  of  the  land  office,  moved  that  the 
report  of  R.  Dale  Owen  on  the  mineral  lands  of  the 
United  States  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate, 
and  200  extra  copies  for  the  use  of  the  land  office, 
under  the  direction  of  the  commissioner  of  the  land 
office,  the  maps  to  be  engraved  or  lithographed  at 
his  discretion.  The  survey  (Mr.  L.  said)  had 
been  made  by  R1  O.  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  each  half,  and 
even  quarter  section  of  the  public  lands  containing 
minerals  was  marked,  and  specimens  of  the  mine- 
rals were  deposited  in  the  department;  so  that,  if 
the  report  should  be  printed,  those  wishing  to  pur- 
chase mineral  lands  could  ascertain  their  situation 
and  quality  at  once.  Immense  quantities  of  copper, 
lead  and  zinc  had  been  found,  the  knowledge  of 
which,  and  of  other  minerals,  must  enhance  greatly 
the  price  of  the  land,  which  was  in  fact  the  object 
of  the  survey.  The  house  of  representatives,  by 
whom  the  survey  was  ordered,  had  as  yet  been  pre- 
vented by  the  press  of  business  from  ordering  the 
report  to  be  printed.  Unless  it  should  be  printed 
the  whole  labor  would  be  lost,  and  it  was  therefore 
chiefly,  in  addition  to  its  importance,  that  Mr.  L. 
had  now  made  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  would  like  to  know  something 
of  the  expense.  The  engraving  and  lithographing 
was  a costly  business. 

Mr.  Linn  said  it  would  probably  require  a consi- 
derable sum.  But  the  importance  of  the  work,  and 
the  consideration  that  it  would  be  wholly  lost  with- 
out being  printed,  had  induced  him  notwithstanding 
to  move  its  printing. 

Mr.  Davis  asked  that  it  might  lie  till  to-morrow; 
Mr.  Linn  assented,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  resolution  ofl'ered  by  Mr.  Williams,  calling 
for  a list  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  &c.  was  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  making  additional  compensation 
to  the  officers  of  the  senate  was  read  a second  time. 
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and  referred  to  the  committee  on  contingent  ex- 
penses. 

A number  of  bills  on  the  private  calander  was 
taken  up,  some  were  indefinitely  postponed,  and 
others  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  having 
been  read  a third  time,  (it  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  last  night),  and  the  question  being  on  its 
passage — 

Mr.  Merrick  spoke  at  some  legth  against  the  bill, 
as  conferring  no  benefit  on  the  banks,  as  tending  in 
no  way  to  restore  a specie  currency,  and  especially 
as  lik ely  to  be  very  injurious  to  the  people  of  the 
District,  as  the  banks,  if  they  should  continue  their 
business  at  all,  would  be  compelled  at  once  to  call 
in  all  their  debts,  and  even  then  would  not  be  able 
to  afford  further  accommodations.  And  the  banks,  if 
they  should  go  on  at  all,  must  do  so  by  indirection, 
evading,  at  least,  the  spirit  of  the  law;  and  Mr.  INI . 
would  lay  before  them  no  such  temptation.  He 
called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
passing  the  bill,  which 'were  ordered. 

Mr.  Tappan  congratulated  the  country  that  the 
truth  was  now  avowed  that  these  chartered  monopo- 
lies would  not  consent  to  abate  one  hair  of  their  ex- 
clusive privileges. 

Mr.  Merrick  replied  that  he  had  presented  his 
own  views,  chiefly  predicated  on  the  interests  and 
welfare  ofthe  people  of  the  District.  He  had  spoken 
neither  for  nor  in  the  name  of  the  banks,  although 
three  of  their  presidents  had  this  morning  told  him 
that  the  bill  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  them,  and 
they  did  not  desire  its  passage.  They  also  took  the 
same  views  of  the  interest  of  the  District  as  Mr.  M. 
and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Alabama,  said  the  bill  was  not  what 
he  desired  it  to  be,  but  he  proceeded  to  argue  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  his  congratulations  that  the 
bank  reform  here,  which  he  had  long  ago  attempted 
in  vain,  was  now  in  a good  degree  of  progress,  and 
with  favorable  prospects. 

The  bill  was  now  rejected,  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  by  the  following  vote: 

Y.E AS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Buchanan, Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Culhbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King,  Nicho- 
las, Roane,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clavton, 
Dixon.  Henderson,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mer- 
rick, Mouton,  Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tan- 
pan,  Wall— 20. 

Mr.  Preston  immediately  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion ofthe  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  rejected,  and 
said  he  had  voted  in  the  negative  tor  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  doing  so.  He  proceeded  to  argue  that  it 
was  expedient  to  give  the  banks  their  choice,  whe- 
ther to  accept  the  bill  or  not,  and  that  it  could  do 
no  harm  in  any  event,  and  might  do  some  good. 

Messrs.  Merrick  and  Phelps  severally  assigned 
their  reasons  for  voting  against  the  reconsideration 
and  the  bill,  all  of  them  declaring  their  decided  con- 
viction that  the  bill  would  be  injurious  both  to  the 
currency  and  the  people  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said,  having  voted  last 
evening  to  engross  this  bill,  and  having  to-day  voted 
against  its  passage,  he  Celt  it  due  to  himself  to  say  a 
word  on  the  subject  He  had  purposely  abstained 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tions involved  in  (he  several  amendments,  and  he 
should  now  do  no  more  than  give  an  opinion  in  re- 
lation to  it.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
senate  in  an  argument  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. Mr.  S.  said  he  had  been  very  desirous  to 
giant  some  relief  to  the  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  embarrassed  as  they  were  by  the  termi- 
nation of  the  charters  of  the  whole  of  the  banks  at 
the  same  period.  He  had  in  every  instance  given 
the  vote  he  believed  the  interest  and  wishes  of  the 
people  ofthe  District  required.  In  almost  every 
vote  he  had  given,  he  had  found  himself  in  a mino- 
rity. The  majority  of  the  senate,  many  of  w hom 
were,  openly  hostile  to  it,  had  moulded  the  present 
bill  to  suit  themselves.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
did  not  meet  the  sanction  of  his  mind;  but  last  even- 
ing, when  the  question  of  engrossing  was  before  the 
senate,  Mr.  S.  had  voted  in  the  affirmative.  He 
gave  that  vote  to  save  the  question  until  the  bill 
could  be  printed  with  the  amendments  that  had  been 
made,  and  he  could  see  the  whole  bill  in  connexion. 
It  was  printed  and  laid  on  the  tables,  and  he  had  ex- 
amined it,  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
unjust,  and  would  operate  oppressively  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District;  that  it  would  put  it  into  the 
power,  nay,  more,  require  of  the  banks  to  oppress 
their  debtors.  The  banks  have  four  years  to  wind 
up  their  concerns,  as  the  law  now  stands,  and  they 
can  therefore  give  time  to  their  debtors;  but  to  com- 
pel them  to  resume  specie  payments  at  once,  and  to 


deny  them  the  right  of  issuing  or  paying  out  any 
paper  but  their  own  while  the  banks  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  are  in  a state  of  suspension,  would  be 
to  require  these  banks  to  refuse  discounts,  and  to 
collect  their  dues  immediately  in  specie.  This,  in- 
stead of  relief  to  the  people  who  owe  the  banks, 
would  be  oppression  to  them,  and  only  aggravate 
the  difficulties  that  surround  them.  He  therefore 
could  not  give  his  assent  to  such  a bill,  as  he  had 
never  sustained  a bank  a moment  for  the  sake  of 
the  bank  itself.  When  he  supported  a bank,  it  was 
as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  to  be 
administered  for  their  benefit,  and  he  could  never 
make  one  an  engine  of  oppression. 

It  was  said  by  senators  that  the  senate  is  only 
presenting  a law  to  the  banks,  which  they  may  ac- 
cept or  not,  and  that  the  bill  could  do  no  harm. 
That  position  would  do  very  well  for  those  who  be- 
lieved the  bill  to  be  just;  but  how  could  senators 
who  were  opposed  to  the  bill  justify  themselves  in 
voting  for  it,  and  compelling  the  banks  to  take  it 
and  oppress  the  people,  or  get  nothing?  Mr.  S. 
could  not  place  himself  in  such  a position.  The 
majority  of  the  senate,  many  of  whom  will  not  vote 
for  the  bill,  had  moulded  it  to  suit  themselves,  and 
he  was  willing  to  let  them  have  the  responsibility 
of  the  action  upon  it.  They  should  not  make  the 
pill  and  compel  him  to  swallow  it.  If  they  wish  to 
pass  it,  they  have  the  power;  if  they  desire  to  let 
the  banks  expire,  or  require  them  to  accept  of  the 
most  onerous  terms,  let  them  exercise  the  power, 
and  take  the  responsibility.  The  business  of  the 
District  must  be  greatly  embarrassed,  but  he  had 
done  all  in  his  power  to  relieve  it,  and  must  now' 
submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  He  rose  to  make 
these  few  remarks,  and  not  to  speak,  and  he  would 
detain  the  senate  no  longer  than  to  say  he*  should 
maintain  the  position  he  had  taken  in  his  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Grundy  and  Wright  assigned  their  rea- 
sons for  voting  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration  and 
the  bill,  chiefly  relating  to  the  necessity  of  a sound 
currency. 

The  merits  and  demerits  of  the  bill  were  further 
debated  at  considerable  length  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Merrick  and  Phelps  till  the  hour  of  re- 
cess. 

Evening  session.  The  question  before  the  senate 
being  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  providing  for  the  rechartering  of  the  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  rejected,  the  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration  was  argued  at  considerable 
length,  by  Mr.  Anderson  in  favor  of  it;  and  Messrs. 
Phelps,  Merrick  and  Dixon  against  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  desired  to  say  something 
on  the  subject  before  the  senate;  it  wasoneof  some 
importance,  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the 
empty  seats  admonished  him  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  delay  what  he  had  to  say  till  morning;  if  the 
senate  thought  otherwise,  however,  he  would  go 
on.  If  his  suggestion  were  acquiesced  in,  he  would 
move  to  pass  over  the  subject  informally  and  go 
into  executive  session,  as  he  had  some  matters  of 
interest  which  had  already  been  too  long  delayed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and 
thereafter  adjourned. 

July  16.  On  motions  of  Messrs.  Linn,  Davis, 
Lumpkin  and  Buggies,  the  committee  on  private 
claims,  commerce  and  manufactures,  were  respec- 
tively discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
a variety  of  subjects,  mostly  on  private  petitions. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Linn, 
to  print  the  report  and  drawings  of  Robert  Dale 
Owen  on  the  public  mineral  lands  in  Iowa  and  Wis- 
konsin.  coming  up  for  consideration,  Messrs.  Tap- 
pan,  Linn,  Allen,  Walker  and  Knight  advocated  the 
printing,  and  Messrs.  Davis,  Huntington  and  Cal- 
houn opposed  the  printing  at  this  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  state  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Davis 
moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  the  next  session, 
which  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  18,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  re- 
quiring that  the  work  should  be  done  under  the  di- 
rection ot  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  (as  usual), 
and  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

This  amendment,  after  a few  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Tappan,  Davis  and  Linn,  w as  rejected:  yeas  15,  nays 
24.  , 

Mr.  Davis  now  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  it  was  so  ordered  by  yeas  19,  nays 
17. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  -Columbia,  reported  a bill  making  provision  for 
ascertaining  the  wishes  and  will  ol  all  the  people  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  not  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  regard  to  their  being  re- 
troceded to  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  re- 
spectively. Read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  7-inn,  by  consent,  introduced  a joint  resolu- 
tion (and  obtained  its  immediate  consideration). 


providing  that,  after  six  days  in  the  second  session 
of  any  congress,  now  and  hereafter,  the  bills,  fkc. 
acted  on  and  decided  by  either  house,  and  remain- 
ing untouched  or  unfinished  on  the  table  of  the  other 
house,  should  be  deemed  so  far  valid,  and  should  be 
acted  on  precisely  as  if  there  had  been  no  adjourn- 
ment. 

This  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Benton, 
Calhoun  and  Grundy,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Linn 
and  Hubbard;  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  providing  for 
enlisting  3,500  volunteers  to  serve  tor  two  years  in 
t]ie  Florida  war,  was  considered  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  joint  resolution 
providing  for  the  exchange  of  extra  copies  of  books 
in  the  congress  library,  and  of  public  documents, 
for  those  of  foreign  countries,  was  taken  up  and 
considered. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  an  appropriation 
of  $500  to  effect  an  exchange  of  certain  weights 
and  measures  with  England,  France,  Russia  and 
Holland.  Negatived  by  ayes  9,  noes  not  counted. 

The  resolution  itsell  was  then  rejected  by  ayes 
9,  noes  not  counted. 

The  senate  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  certain  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  question  being  on 
Mr.  Preston’s  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Buchanan  having  made  an  exposition  of  the 
bill  in  detail,  read  a paper  showing  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolis  and  Patriotic  banks,  and  the 
Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Georgetown, 
were  willing  to  receive  the  bill  in  its  present  form. 
He  then  proceeded  at  much  length,  and  with  great 
animation  to  argue  in  favor  of  passing  the  bill,  touch- 
ing at  times  on  collateral  topics,  and  replying  to  the 
arguments  adduced  against  the  bill  as  injurious  to 
the  currency  and  the  people  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Merrick  replied  with  equal  earnestness,  de- 
claring his  unwillingness  to  present  to  the  banks  an 
inducement  to  oppress  the  people  of  the  District 
and  surrounding  country,  as  they  must  if  they  should 
proceed  in  banking  under  the  bill;  and  going  further 
into  detail  to  show  that  such  would  be  the  result  of 
the  bill,  and  that  the  currency  and  business  of  the 
District  would  be  made  worse  instead  of  being  im- 
proved. He  continued  his  remarks  till  the  hour  of 
recess. 

Evening  session.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  the 
committee  on  pensions  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  the  business  before  it. 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  was  discharged  in  like  manner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  was  discharged  from  the  conside- 
ration of  all  cases  before  it. 

The  senate  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
toconlinue  the  corporate  existence  of  certain  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  question  on  recon- 
sidering still  pending,  Mr.  Phelps  occupied  the  se- 
nate lor  some  time  in  opposition  to  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  arguing  against  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  as  dangerous  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Grundy  followed,  defining  his  position  to  be 
the  middle  giound.  On  one  side,  some  of  his  po- 
litical friends  were  for  hard  money  exclusively. — 
Now  he  was  neither  for  that  on  the  one  hand,  nor  for 
an  irredeemable  paper  on  the  other.  But  he  went  to 
regulate,  not  to  destroy. 

Mr.  Merrick  replied  with  animation,  also  defining 
his  position,  and  telling  the  senator  from  Tennessee 
that  he  went  for  reform  in  the  banking  system,  and 
declaring  that  neither  himself  nor  any  of  his  poli- 
tical friends  were  to  be  classed  among  the  advocates 
of  irredeemable  paper. 

Mr.  Wulker  contended  that  there  were  three  par- 
ties clearly  defined:  hard  money,  mixed  currency 
and  irredeemable  paper;  and  he  would  take  care  to 
hold  the  latter  class  up  to  the  people  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Huntington  spoke  for  some  time,  contending 
that  the  bill  was  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the 
community,  and  that  the  will  of  the  people  was  as 
much  to  be  consulted  as  that  of  general  Van  Ness, 
or  any  other  president  of  a bank. 

The  debate  was  further  continued,  with  much  zeal, 
between  Messrs.  Merrick,  Grundy,  Walker,  Hunting- 
ton  and  others;  wdien  Mr.  Davis  closed  the  discus- 
sion. He  said,  upon  examination  of  the  bill,  he  had 
found  it  good  for  nothing,  and  had,  consequently  vot- 
ed against  its  engrossment  and  against  its  passage, 
and  should  vote  against  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  D.  examined  the  bill  in  detail,  pronounced  it 
cruel,  unjust,  mischievous  and  dangerous,  and  that 
if  any  bank  would  receive  such  a charter,  it  was 
because  there  was  no  alternative;  it  was  that  or 
none.  Mr.  D.  said  as  to  his  being  held  up  and  mark- 
ed as  a party'  man,  he  cared  very  little  about  that— 
he  came  there  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  he  did  not 
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hold  the  intelligence  of  the  American  people  at  quite 
so  cheap  a rate  as  to  suppose  they  could  be  made  to 
believe  that  any  set  of  men  had  ever  advocated  an 
irredeemable  paper  for  the  currency  of  the  country. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown.  Buchanan, Clay, 
of  Ala.  Cufhhert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  King, 
Nicholas,  Roane,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, White, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clayton,  Davis,  Dix- 
on, Hubbard,  Huntington,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Merrick,  Norvell,  Fhelps,  Porter,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall— 21. 

Mr.  White  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting 
the  third  reading  of  the  joint  resolution  for  the  ex- 
change of  books  with  foreign  powers;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benton  wished  its  third  reading  then. 

A call  was  made  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tappan  explained  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  we  had  refused  to  distribute  the 
books  of  a very  useful  and  important  kind,  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  distributing  them  to  any 
foreign  powers;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  senate 
adjourn. 

The  question  on  adjournment  was  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  yeas  13,  nays  14. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said  there  were  a number  of  du- 
plicate copies  which  could  be  mutually  exchanged, 
with  benefit  to  all  parties.  The  proposition  was  not 
to  distribute,  but  to  exchange.  Mr.  T.  made  an  al- 
lusion to  a vote  taken  on  a proposition  to  distribute 
the  Madison  papers  and  other  books,  which  had  been 
so  warmly  opposed  by  the  senator  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Benton)-,  at  the  last  session,  which  he  hoped 
might  yet  be  done. 

Mr.  Benton  would  look  out  for  any  such  attempt. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported house  bill  for  the  support  of  the  army,  with 
sundry  amendments;  which  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed; Mr.  W.  giving  notice  that  he  would  call  it  up 
at  one  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  a memorial  from  the  may- 
or and  corporate  authorities  of  Washington,  asking 
that  the  bill  before  the  senate  to  alter  and  continue 
the  charter  of  Washington  might  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  could  tell  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  be  dictated  to  by  the  councils  of 
Washington;  and  he  would  then  give  notice  that  he 
should  call  up  the  bill  in  the  morning,  and  have  the 
action  of  the  senate  on  it. 

Mr.  Merrick  disclaimed  any  wish  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities  to  dictate. 

The  act  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities 
in  Florida  was  read  a third  time  and  passed.  [This 
bill  enables  the  president  to  accept  the  services  of 
2,500  volunteers,  their  services  to  be  confined  to 
Floiida  and  its  immediate  neighborhood]. 

At  8 o’clock  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  17.  Mr.  Wall  having  read  and  commented 
upon  two  sections  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1817, 
which  prohibit  others  than  banks  from  discounting 
notes,  &c.  asked  and  obtained  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  senate  to  bring  in  a bill  to  remove  the 
restrictions  on  discounting  notes  and  other  securi- 
ties in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  introduced,  read  a first  ami  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  Williams,  on  leave,  introducing  a bill  autho- 
rising the  president,  and  appropriating  $25,000  to 
explore  and  survey  the  noitheastern  boundary  be- 
tween Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  British  pro- 
vinces. Read  twice  by  consent,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed:  subsequently  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  the  following:  * 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 

Eriation  to  enable  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
old  a council  with  the  Miami  Indians  for  the  purpose 
of  treating  for  the  purchase  of  the  reserves  held  by 
them  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  should  he  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  hold  such  council. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  accompa- 
nying papers  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mouton,  the  committee  on  pri- 
vate land  claims  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  sundry  memoiials. 

The  senate  took  up  the  joint  resolution,  (the  re- 
jection of  which  had  been  reconsidered  on  motion 
of  Mr.  White),  providing  for  the  exchange  of  extra 
books  in  the  congress  library,  and  of  public  docu- 
ments for  those  of  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Davis  asked  if  the  amendment  offered  yes- 
terday from  the  committee  on  commerce  for  the  ex- 
change of  certain  weights  and  measures  would  now 
be  in  order? 


Mr.  Ruggles  said  he  had  learned  that  the  amend- 
ment would  not  be  requisite  to  the  object  proposed. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a third  reading, 
and  subsequently  read  a third  time  and  passed.  The 
vote  ordering  its  engrossment  was  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Merrick,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Southard,  Strange, 
Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Hubbard,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Smith,  of 
Inda.  Williams — 10. 


Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  alter 
and  continue  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. 

Mr.  Merrick  objected  to  the  taking  up,  that  the 
changes  proposed  were  very  important,  involving  a 
vast  amount  of  rights  and  property,  and  there  could 
not  be  time  at  this  session  to  give  them  the  consi- 
deration which  they  demanded. 

Mr.  Norvell  specified  the  changes  which  were  to 
be  made  in  the  charter,  said  the  most  of  them  were 
of  little  consequence,  and  that  they  would  require 
very  little  time. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  it  would  take  long  to  decide 
upon  them  properly,  and  there  was  besides  no  pros- 
pect that  the  bill  would  at  this  session  pass  both 
houses. 

Mr.  Norvell  urged  the  point  more  earnestly;  said 
he  had  a memorial  in  his  hand  in  favor  of  the  bill 
from  300  or  400  respectable  citizens,  some  of  them 
very  large  property  holders,  and  insisted  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  bill  passing  both 
houses. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  by  yeas  24,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Merrick  remarked,  as  the  senate  had  deter- 
mined to  take  up  the  bill  and  apparently  pass  it, 
after  what  he  had  said,  he  should  take  no  further  no- 
tice of  the  bill  or  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee,  offered  several 
amendments;  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tappan  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to,  requiring  the  elections  to  begin  at  9 
o’clock,  A.  M.  and  close  at  7 P.  M.  and  that  the 
commissioner  should  declare  the  result  of  the  vote 
before  separating;  and  if  the  two  boards  should  fail 
to  appoint  a commissioner,  the  electors  should 
choose  three,  viva  voce,  to  conduct  the  election. 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  strongly  against  passing  the  bill 
at  this  session  on  account  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  questions  involved,  and  the  want  of  time  to 
consider  them.  Mr.  D.  did  not  know  enough  about 
them,  and  his  only  alternative  at  this  time  was  there- 
fore to  vote  against  the  bill.  He  alluded  to  and  de- 
preciated the  general  disposition  at  this  time  to  re- 
gulate the  affairs  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Norvell  having  replied  briefly — Mr.  Merrick 
asked  that  the  remonstrance  of  the  citizens  against 
this  bill  might  be  read.  The  chair  said  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer.  On  the  call  of  Mr.  M. 
the  unanimous  remonstrance  of  the  authorities  of 
Washington  was  now  read.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
characterised  it  the  remonstrance  of  men  in  power 
who  were  afraid  of  losing  their  places,  and  argued 
in  favor  of  universal  suffrage. 

Mr.  Merrick  asked  (and  subsequently  moved) 
that  the  bill  might  lie  dn  the  table  till  the  remon- 
strance of  the  citizens  of  Washington  should  return 
from  the  printer. 


After  a few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Merrick,  Mien 
and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Merrick’s  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  temporarily  on  the  table  was  negatived  as 
follows:  yeas  12,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Knight  said  if  congress  should  frame  a form  of 
government  for  the  city  of  Washington;  it  was  the 
proper  business  of  the  citizens  to  investigate  it,  and 
adopt  it  for  themselves.  This  model,  ifpassed,  should 
be  exhibited  to  them,  and  thus  congress  should  as- 
certain whether  it  would  be  acceptable  to  them. 
Let  them  all  vote  even  on  the  liberal  scale  provided 
for  by  this  bill,  and  if  a majority  were  then  against 
it,  it  ought  not  to  be  forced  upon  them.  But  if  the 
majority  were  in  favorof  it,  Mr.K.  would  say  amen 
to  whatever  they  would  say. 

Mr.  Norvell  Characterised  these  remarks  as  altoge- 
ther inappropriate,  inasmuch  as  they  were  only  to 
continue  the  old  charter  with  two  or  three  amend- 
ments. 

1 he  bill  was  now  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Phelps.  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Inda.  Southard, 
White— 10. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  authoris- 
ing the  president  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  the 


people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Washington,  as  to  their  being 
retroceded  to  Virginia  and  Maryland  respectively. 

Mr.  Grundy  spoke  strongly  in  opposition  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  the  object  was  only  to  ascer- 
tain the  wishes  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  opposed  to  that. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  yeas  25,  nays  8. 

Mr.  Roane  spoke  with  great  earnestness  against 
the  bill.  It  was  a question  even  whether  congress 
had  the  constitutional  power  to  pass  it.  He  spoke 
of  the  great  anger  and  excitement  which  had  recent- 
ly been  manifested  in  the  District,  and  which  was 
known  to  all,  and  said  the  public  mind  ought  !o  be 
allowed  time  to  settle  down  before  proceeding  at  all 
on  a measure  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  this  measure  was  not  the  mere 
resultof  angerorexcitement.  It  had  been  stated  here 
by  a member  on  the  other  side  of  the  house,  (Mr. 
Walker ),  and  it  was  well  known  that  Georgetown 
had  a year  ago  sent  in  her  cool  petition  to  be  retro- 
ceded. 

Mr.  Roane  said  he  had  alluded  alone  to  the  pre- 
sent perturbed  state  of  the  southern  portion  of  the 
District.  The  retrocession,  it  was  true,  had  been 
several  times  proposed,  but  was  promptly  put  down; 
and  he  believed  it  did  not  agree  with  the  sober  se- 
cond thought  of  the  people  of  the  District.  Alex- 
andria, in  her  cool  moments,  would  not  receive 
the  proposition,  hampered  and  overwhelmed  as  she 
was  in  debt. 

Mr.  Walker  again  urged  the  importance  of  the 
retrocession  to  the  government  itself,  and  insisted 
that  without  it  the  seat  of  government  would  be  re- 
moved. 

Mr.  Grundy  again  spoke  earnestly  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  lay  the  bill  finally  on  the 
table,  and  it  was  so  ordered,  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown,  Dixon, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
.Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tappan 
Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Davis,  Henderson,  Knight,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Phelps, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Walker — 13. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  the  memorial  of  Messrs. 
Kurtz,  Van  Ness  and  Bradley,  presidents  of  the 
Metropolis  and  Patriotic  banks,  and  of  the  Farmers’ 
and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Georgetown,  praying  the 
continuance  of  their  banking  powers,  and  that  of 
other  banks,  on  the  condition  of  their  resuming  and 
continuing  specie  payments,  and  concluding  with 
the  form  of  a joint  resolution,  which,  if  passed  by 
congress,  would  be  acceptable  to  them. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mien,  with  great  emphasis,  characterised 
this  presenting  of  the  form  of  a joint  resolution  to 
be  acted  on  by  congress  as  an  insult  on  the  country 
represented  in  this  senate.  He  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  negatived  as  follows: 
yeas  10,  nays  25. 

Mr.  Tappan  asked  if  a question  which  had  been 
twice  decided  could  be  presented  again?  The  chair. 
Yes,  half  a dozen  times. 

Mr.  Wright  renewed  his  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  the  District  committee,  (Mr.  Merrick  re- 
marking that  this  was  equivalent  to  laying  it  on  the 
table);  and  it  was  so  referred. 

The  senate  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  from  the  house  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
1840. 

Mr.  Wright  proceeded  to  offer,  severally,  and  ex- 
plain various  amendments  from  committee,  some 
of  the  first  of  which  having  been  agreed  to  without 
dissent. 

The  appropriation  ($12,000)  for  the  purchase  of 
an  island  in  the  Missisippi,  near  Fort  Snelling,  was 
debated  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Wright,  Tappan,  Bu- 
chanan and  Benton,  and  agreed  to  by  ayes  18,  noes 

17. 

The  provision  by  committee,  authorising  the  pre- 
sident to  suspend  certain  works  at  his  discretion, 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Southard  and  advocated  by  Mr 
Wright  till  the  recess. 

Evening  session.  The  senate  again  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  for  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  the  object  of  the  3d  sec- 
tion of  the  amendment — whicti  was  that,  in  case 
the  means  of  the  treasury  /from  any  cause,  shorilu 
not  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  appropriations  made 
by  congress,  the  president  should  be  authorised  to 
postpone  the  expenditures  for  repairs  and  improve- 
ments at  the  Springfield  armory  ; for  repaiis  and 
improvements  at  the  Harper’s  Ferry  armory;  for  the 
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purchase  of  saltpetre  anil  brimstone;  for  continuing 
the  barracks,  quarters,  &c.  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  at 
Fort  Wayne,  at  Fort  Smith,  at  Plattsburg,  and  at 
Fort  Jesup,  or  such  and  so  many  of  them,  or  such 
portions  ot  each,  as,  in  his  judgment,  after  careful 
examination  and  inquiry,  the  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  demand  and  the  public  interests  will  best 
permit;  such  postponements,  in  each  case,  lo  be 
merely  temporary,  or  until  the  close  ol  the  next  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

Mr.  Southard,  opposed  this  amendment  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length.  He  was  willing  to 
make  the  appropriation  for  whatever  might  be  ne- 
cessary; but  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  allowing  the 
matter  to  depend  on  the  executive  will.  It  was  in 
short  transferring  the  powers  of  congress  to  the 
hands  of  the  executive.  It  would  be  a step  un- 
known to  the  legislation  of  any  country,  and  was 
without  precedent  and  utterly  uncalled  for. 

Mr.  Huntington  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
health  would  not  allow  him  to  enter  into  this  sub- 
ject as  fully  as  he  desired.  He  condemned  the 
amendment  as  virtually  transferring  to  the  president 
a power  which  ought  never  to  be  entrusted  to  any 
executive.  He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the 
president  would  abuse  it;  but  it  was  not  proper  to 
trust  such  irresponsible  power  with  any  man,  how- 
ever virtuous  or  exalted  he  might  be.  It  was  a 
temptation  too  strong.  It  gave  the  power  to  the 
president  to  select  favorite  objects,  and  at  such  spots 
as  best  suited  his  inclination.  For  that  reason,  he 
considered  it  both  dangerous  and,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, unnecessary. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  took  a different  view.  The  dis- 
cretion was  limited  to  an  intervening  period, in  case 
the  money  should  not  be  in  the  treasury.  He  could 
not  see  any  alarming  features  in  the  measure. 

Mr.  Wright  defended  the  amendment  at  length, 
declaring  the  committee  had  no  other  alternative 
than  to  make  it  discretionary  with  the  president, 
who  could  best  tell  from  the  information  in  his  pos- 
session where  the  expenditures  might  be  suspended 
with  least  injury  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Southurd  spoke  for  near  an  hour  against  the 
amendment  in  all  its  phasis,  and  replied  to  the  ar- 
guments of  Mr.  Lumpkin  and  Mr.  Wright.  The 
readiness  with  which  gentlemen  were  willing  to 
give  discretionary  power  to  the  executive  was  mut- 
ter of  regret  to  him.  “There  is  no  danger,”  (say 
gentlemen).  That  was  the  same  siren  song  sung 
in  Athens  and  Rome  until  liberty  was  lost. 

Mr.  Huntington  followed  in  some  remarks  ex- 
planatory to  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Buchanan  could  see  nothing  in  this  measure 
to  excite  alarm  or  create  fear  for  the  destiny  of  the 
republic.  What  was  it?  Why,  simply  to  say  to 
the  president  that,  in  case  there  were  no  means  in 
the  treasury,  he  had  the  power  to  suspend  opera- 
tion in  certain  works  which  congress  had  named. 
It  was  limiting  discretionary  power,  not  extending 
it. 

Mr.  Hubbard  spoke  for  some  time,  and  with  much 
zeal,  in  defence  of  the  amendment.  He  alluded  to 
the  bill  which  had  passed  at  a prior  session,  where, 
at  one  sweep,  discretion  was  given  to  the  president 
to  raise  50, Odd  men  and  10,ddd,0d0  dollars,  and  yet 
nothing  had  then  been  said  about  discretionary 
power. 

Mr.  Southard  drew  a wide  distinction  between 
the  time  when  the  country  was  threatened  with  a 
w ar  with'one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, and  discretionary  power  granted  in  time  of 
peace  when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  and  when 
it  would  be  setting  a dangerous  precedent.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  had  two  distinct  acknowledgments  from  the 
senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Hubbard):  1st. 
That  the  treasury'  might  be  incompetent  to  meet  the 
expenditures;  and  2d.  That  these  items  were  not 
indispensably  necessary.  If  (said  Mr.  S.)  that  is 
the  ground  on  which  the  senator  stands,  I put  it  to 
him  and  the  whole  senate  whether  it  would  not 
have  been  wiser  to  have  stricken  out  those  items 
than  to  leave  the  matter  to  executive  discretion? — 
The  money  was  in  the  treasury,  or  it  was  not.  If 
it  was  not,  why  make  the  appropriation?  They  had 
no  right  to  throw  the  responsibility  on  the  presi- 
dent— it  belonged  to  congress. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Southard  kept  up  the 
keeu  encounter  of  wit  in  the  further  discussion  of 
the  principles  contained  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tulhnadge  offered  the  following  amendment, 
and  urged  the  importance  of  it  to  the  unobstruct- 
ed navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  works  : 

Fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  war  department  in  continuing  such  part 
ot  the  public  works  already  commenced  as  may  be 
most  indispensable,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson 
river  above  and  below  Albany;  in  dredging  and  re- 
moving obstructions  formed  in  said  river  near  such 
works;  in  making  necessary  repairs  for  the  preserva- 


tion of  the  existing  public  works  on  that  river;  and  in 
providing  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  machine- 
ry and  other  public  property  connected  with  the  said 
works. 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $ 6,000  for  an  outfit  for  the 
minister  resident  at  Constantinople. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  opposed  it.  He  said  it 
was  distinctly  understood  at  the  time  when  com. 
Porter  was  raised  from  a charge  that  there  was  to 
be  no  outfit,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  in- 
troduced in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Walker  both  advocated  it. 

Mr.  Southard  did  not  like  the  idea  of  making 
outfits  years  after  the  post  of  resident  minister  had 
been  created.  If  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
W'ould  move  to  place  com.  Porter  on  the  same 
ground  with  other  ministers,  he  would  cheerfully 
give  it  his  support.  He  thought  at  the  present 
juncture  it  was  all-important  to  have  a competent 
minister  at  the  court  of  the  sultan. 

Mr.  Buchanan  spoke  from  personal  knowledge  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  salaries  to  maintain  ministers 
as  gentlemen  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  when  there  appeared  for  it;  yeas  19,  nays  15. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  now  offered  thelollowing  amend- 
ment: 

That  $6,000  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  in  making  the  necessary  repairs  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  works  on  Hudson  river, 
above  and  below  Albany,  and  providing  for  the  care 
and  preservation  of  the  machinery  and  other  public 
property  connected  with  said  works. 

Mr.  T.  again  pressed  on  the  senate  the  necessity 
of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
rejected:  yeas  13,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Strange  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  appro- 
priating $5,000  for  the  purchase  of  a town  lot  ad- 
joining the  site  of  the  arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  in  N. 
Carolina. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  insert  an  appro- 
priation of  $12,000  for  the  purchase  of  an  island  at 
the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi 
rivers. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  length  by 
Messrs.  Buchanan,  Henderson,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Walker,  and  others. 

The  motion  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  16  to  13. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  agreeing  with 
the  committee  in  vesting  the  discretionary  power 
in  the  president  to  postpone  certain  expenditures, 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  Strange  here  renewed  his  motion  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
the  purchase  of  the  site  adjoining  the  United  States 
arsenal  near  Fayetteville. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  when 
there  appeared  for  it  16,  against  it  16;  so  the  mo- 
tion was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment, and  carried. 

The  private  calender  was  taken  up,  when  a num- 
ber of  bills,  were  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

July  18.  Mr.  Merrick  presented  the  memorial  of 
several  hundred  citizens  of  Alexandria  city  and 
county,  praying  that  thpy  might  be  receded  by 
congress  to  the  state  of  Virginia.  The  memorial 
was  in  two  forms;  one  of  them  simply  asking  a re- 
trocession, the  other  assigning  as  a reason  for  it  the 
oppressions  of  the  government,  under  which  they 
were  now  suffering.  Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  aggregate  number 
of  names. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  stone-cutters  and  other 
laborers  on  the  new  treasury  building,  asking  to  be 
remunerated  for  the  two  months’  time  which  they 
were  out  of  employ  for  the  alleged  want  of  an  ap- 
propriation by  congress.  After  a few  remarks  by 
Mr.  Merrick  and  Mr.  Grundy  lor,  and  by  Mr.  Hub 
bard  against,  the  petition,  rt  v as  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  buildings. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ross, 
in  behalf  of  certain  Indian  warriors,  and  praying 
pensions  for  them.  Mr.  D.  also  obtained  leave  for 
Mr.  Ross  to  withdraw  the  papers  heretofore  pie- 
sented  on  this  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  committee  on  com- 
merce were  discharged  from  (he  further  considera- 
tion of  a great  variety  ol  subjects;  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  March,  1S37,  buoys  and  a harbor  in  Dela- 
ware bay,  lighthouse  on  Brandywine  shoals,  fog 
bells  near  Boston,  &.C. 

Mr.  Knight,  from  the  committee  on  contingent 
expenses,  reported,  with  amendments,  the  resolu- 


tion relerred  to  them  allowing  extra  compensation 
to  the  officers  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Fulton  submitted  a substitute,  with  larger 
sums  than  those  proposed  by  the  committee. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  Fulton  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  33,  nays  7;  and 
in  this  form  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  and,  by  consent,  read  a thiid  time  and 
passed,  by  yeas  31,  nays  8. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  continue  the  charter  of  the 
city  of  Washington  having  been  read  a third  time — 

Mr.  Norvell  remarked  that  a portion  of  the  bill 
had  been  accidentally  omitted,  and  he  desired  that 
it  might  be  supplied. 

The  chair.  It  can  be  done  only  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Merrick  would  not  object,  but  he  proceeded 
to  remark  on  the  great  haste  with  which  this  bill 
had  been  pressed  forward,  in  spite  of  the  earnest 
remonstrances  of  himself,  Mr.  Duvis  and  otheis. — 
Alter  the  bill  was  in  this  manner  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, it  was  found  that  there  was  an  extraordi- 
nary omission  of  a portion  of  the  bill.  Mr.  M. 
made  these  remarks  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
showing,  a fortiori,  that  it  so  great  and  palpable 
an  omission  could  get  through  the  senate  m its 
hurry  of  proceeding,  tiow  much  more  might  wrong, 
important  and  intricate  provisions  thus  get  through 
without  due  consideration,  even  if  they  were  dis- 
covered at  all. 

Mr.  Norvell  made  some  self-exculpatory  remarks, 
to  which  Mr.  Merrick  disclaimed  all  design  of  giv- 
ing any  occasion. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  remarked  that  (here  was 
evidently  not  time  to  perfect  the  bill,  and  he  de- 
sired it,  therefore,  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis  remarked  on  the  unusual  manner  in 
which  this  momentous  measure  had  been  forced 
through  the  senate.  He  would  now  say  nothing  of 
the  character  ol  the  bill  itself.  But,  in  addition,  as 
the  senator  from  Alabama  thought  there  was  no 
time  to  mature  the  bill,  Mr.  D.  would  object  to  its 
receiving  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Cluy,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he  would 
move  in  this  matter  at  the  earliest  period  ot  the 
next  session,  and  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
which  was  done  without  dissent. 

T he  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  grant  certain  relin- 
quished and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  state  of 
Alabama  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion ot  the  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black 
Warrior  rivers,  having  been  read  a third  lime, 

It  was  discussed  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
Grundy,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Calhoun,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  laid  on  the  table  for  further 
amendment  at  the  next  session. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  took  up 
(by  yeas  22,  nays  13)  the  joint  resolution  to  cede, 
on  certain  conditions,  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  the 
state  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Merrick  explained  and  advocated  the  resolu- 
tion, remarking  on  the  existing  delay  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work,  and  urging  the  great  desire  of 
Maryland  that  it  should  be  completed,  and  the  pro- 
bability, or  rather  certainty,  that  the  United  Slates 
would  appropriate  no  more  money,  and  could  re- 
ceive no  profit  from  the  work  without  such  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  was  too  late  in  the  session  to 
act  upon  this  bill,  but,  at  the  next  session,  Mr.  C. 
would  be  in  favor  of  a relinquishment  by  the  go- 
vernment of  all  rights  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  Maryland  was  $7,000,000  in 
debt,  and  must  lose  the  interest  on  this  sum  unless 
the  canal  should  be  completed.  The  interest  of 
that  sum  lor  one  year  was  to  her  very  important, 
and  if  congress  should  now  pass  this  resolution,  the 
government  of  Maryland  would  forthwith  convene 
the  legislature,  they  would  comply  with  the  terms, 
the  completion  of  the  work  would  be  hastened,  and 
Maryland  saved  from  very  heavy  losses. 

Messrs.  Tappan,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Walker, 
Benton  and  Mien  spoke  in  favor  of  the  immediate 
relinquishment  of  Hie  stock  by  the  United  States,  as 
that  which  would  yield  them  no  profit,  and  by  them 
ought  never  to  have  been  possessed. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mien,  the  bill  for  the  issue  of 
certain  general  land  warrants  was  considered  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  house,  authorising 
the  senuing  of  certain  bills  between  the  two  houses, 
was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr  .Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings,  reported  a joint  resolution  providing  for 
a due  compensation  to  the  laborers  on  the  treasury 
building  for  the  loss  of  their  tune.  Read  twice,  by 
consent  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  The 
senate  then  took  a recess. 
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Evening  session.  The  joint  resolution  reported 
from  tlie  committee  on  public  buildings,  to  provide 
compensation  for  the  stone  cutters  on  the  public 
buildings,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  being  so 
amended  as  to  include  “other  mechanics,”  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  joint  resolution 
ceding  the  stock  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  to  Maryland,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  Ihen  took  up  the  bills  from  the  house 
on  the  general  orders  and  disposed  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Merrick  now  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  re- 
solution which  had  been  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing, chartering  the  banks  of  the  district  lor  one 
year,  upon  condition  of  their  paying  specie,  &c. 

Mr.  Tappan  said  he  objected  to  taking  up  the 
time  of  tlie  senate,  which  could  be  more  profitably 
employed  than  in  discussing  the  chartering  of  bro- 
ken banks.  These  institutions  seemed  determined 
not  to  take  “no”  for  an  answer,  but  had  again 
thrust  themselves  forward  to  plague  the  senate  with 
their  importunities.  He  thought  it  a very  strange 
course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  the  subject  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed before,  and  he  would  not  again  trouble  the 
senate  with  any  remarks.  He  was  extremely  de- 
sirous, for  the  sake  of  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
this  District,  that  the  resolution  should  be  passed 
on,  and  he  really  hoped  the  senator  from  Ohio 
would  not  object  to  its  being  taken  up  and  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  Tappan.  I ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
proposition  to  take  it  up. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  granted,  there  appeared 
for  it  22,  against  it  13. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert- 
ing the  bill  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  afterwards  rejected  by  the  senate.  [The  bill 
made  the  stockholders  liable,  prevented  the  banks 
from  paying  other  than  theirown  notes,  and  provid- 
ed for  redeeming  all  their  liabilities  in  specie,  &c]. 

Mr.  Merrick  made  an  explanation  in  relation  to 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Grundy  gave  his  reason  why  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  vote  against  the  proposition  of 
the  senator  from  Ohio.  He  regarded  the  whole  as 
a mere  temporary  measure  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Allen  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  debated  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary zeal  by  Messrs.  Allen,  Southard  and  Hender- 
son, when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  Mr.  Allen’s  substitute,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: yeas  9,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Tappan  here  moved  to  strike  out  those  sec- 
tions in  the  bill  relating  to  the  restrictions  of  con- 
fining the  power  to  issue  notes  to  the  banks.  Mr. 
T.  made  a long  speech  in  favor  of  the  principles 
of  free  banking,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a very 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  to  add  a provision  to  the 
bill  making  stockholders  liable  for  the  debts  of  the 
banks. 

On  Ibis  proposition  a long  debate  ensued,  Mr. 
Allen  contending  for  its  propriety,  and  Mr.  South- 
ard denouncing  it  as  unjust  to  make  widows  and 
others  who  were  stockholders  liable  beyond  their 
contracts. 

Tile  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Allen’s  mo- 
tion and  negatived:  yeas  13,  nays  21. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  ordering  the 
joint  resolution  to  a third  reading  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  21,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton.  Grundy,  Henderson, 
King,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge.  White,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright — 12. 

Mr.  Wright  asked  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
house  making  appropriations  tor  the  support  of  the 
navy  for  the  year  1840.  Mr.  W.  said  the  house 
had  thought  proper  to  strike  out  I he  amendment  ol 
Ihe  senate  making  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  lor 
the  survey  of  the  southern  coast  from  Apalachi- 
cola to  the  moulh  of  the  Mississippi  river,  because 
it  was  prohibited  by  a rule  of  tiiat  body  from  at- 
taching appropriations  to  any  bill  that  had  not 
been  recommended  by  the  department.  The  mo- 
tion pending  was,  that  the  senate  recede  from  said 
amendment. 

On  this  motion  a very  warm  and  animated  dis- 
cussion ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Henderson, 
Southard,  Walker  and  others  insisted  that  the  senate 
ought  not  to  recede.  The  debate  lasted  to  a very 
late  hour,  when  the  question  was  taken  on  receding 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  10,  nays  18, 


The  house  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment having  been  reported  from  the  committee 
on  finance  without  amendment,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  that  the  joint  resolution  re- 
lating to  ihe  banks  of  the  District  have  its  third 
reading  now. 

Mr.  Allen.  I object.  [The  rule  being  impera- 
tive, the  resolution  could  not  be  read]. 

Mr.  Merrick  asked  to  intioduce  a resolution  sus- 
pending the  16th  joint  rule  so  far  as  to  allow  the 
resolution  to  be  embraced  under  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Tappan  here  objected,  when  Mr.  Merrick 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  call  the  question  up 
on  Monday. 

At  a very  late  hour,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  July  14.  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Iowa,  ask- 
ed leave  to  offer  a resolution  setting  apart  to-mor- 
row (Wednesday)  for  the  consideration  of  territo- 
rial business — to  take  precedence  of  all  other. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  objected. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  house  refused 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pa.  ipioved  a suspension  of  the 
rule,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a preamble  and  re- 
solutions respecting  the  insurance  of  public  build- 
ings, together  with  the  archives,  &c.  which  was 
refused. 

Mr.  Hoffman  (on  leave  given)  presented  two 
memorials — one  from  the  chamber  of  commerce, 
and  tlie  other  from  the  board  of  trade  of  N.  York, 
against  the  revenue  bill  now'  before  the  committee 
on  manufactures;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Ala.  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution  instructing  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary to  report  forthwith  a bill  prohibiting  the  en- 
listment of  negroes  or  colored  persons  in  the  navy 
or  army  of  the  United  States. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bolls,  moved  a call  of  Ihe  house,  which  was 
not  ordered,  yeas  29,  nays  112. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  Mr.  Rives  asked  the  yea?  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered.  Messrs.  Stanly,  Bolts  and  Proffil, 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  and  gave  their 
reasons  therefor,  Mr.  Boils,  after  giving  his  rea- 
sons withdrew  his  proposition  to  be  excused.  The 
house  refused  to  excuse  Messrs.  Stanly  and  Proffit. 

And  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  having  been  withdrawn,  the  ques- 
tion recurred,  and  was  taken,  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule;  and  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  107,  nays  73.  So  (two-thirds  not  voting  in 
the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs  the  rules  were  suspend- 
ed, and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  ol’  the  union  (Mr.  Evans,  of 
Maine,  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions fur  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1840; 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  an  appropria- 
tion of  $300,000  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities in  Florida. 

Some  explanations  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Kemble,  W.  Thompson  and  Munroe.  The  amend- 
ment was  debated  by  Messrs.  McKay,  Jones  and 
Adams,  but  before  Mr.  Adams,  had  concluded,  the 
chairman  announced  the  hour  of  half  past  two, 
when  the  house  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Adams  resumed  the  speech 
he  fiad  begun  previously  to  the  recess,  and  con- 
tinued until  a quartet  before  8 o’clock  when  he  took 
his  spat,  and  Mr.  Bolls  obtained  the  floor,  and  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  rise.  The  question  being 
taken  and  no  quorum  voting  the  commiltee  rose 
and  the  chairman  reported  that  no  quorum  having 
voted  the  committee  were  unable  to  proceed.  Mr. 
Wise  moved  to  adjourn,  negatived,  yeas  26,  nays 
105.  On  motion  ot  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  house  returned 
into  committee  of  the  whole;  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  Mr.  Butt’s  motion  to  rise — Mr.  Bolls  with- 
drew the  motion,  and  commenced  his  speech  on  the 
bill;  but,  having  proceeded  a short  time,  he  yield- 
ed to  a motion  by  Mr.  Taliaferro  that  the  commit- 
tee rise.  The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee 
thereupon  rose. 

Iu  the  house,  Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  34,  nays  52.  So 
the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  demanded  and  taken,  and  resulted 


as  follows:  yeas  44,  nays  46.  So  a majority  refus- 
ed to  order  a call. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  again  called,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  39,  nays  53.  No  quorum  having  voted — Mr. 
Dana  again  moving  a call  of  the  house.  And  the 
vote  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  stood  yeas  70, 
nays  39.  So  a call  was  ordered,  and,  the  roll  having 
been  gone  through  with,  124  members  answered  to 
their  names. 

A quorum  being  now  present — The  house  re- 
turned into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  Mr.  Bolts 
resumed  his  speech.  [It  was  now  half  past  9 
o’clock] . ' 

Mr.  Bolts  continued  his  remarks,  more  especial- 
ly in  reply  to  certain  queries  in  a speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  Buchanan,  in  the  senate,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  read  and  commented  on  a tabular  state- 
ment exhibiting  the  increase  of  expenditures  in  the 
government  during  the  last  few'  years.  It  wanted 
twenty  minutes  ot  11  when  Mr.  B.  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Wise  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that 
the  committee  rise. 

The  question  being  put,  the  ayes  were  36,  the 
rioes  48;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Monroe  moved  a call  of  the  house,  but  with- 
drew the  motion.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi, 
renewed  the  motion. 

[Mr.  Pope  here,  by  leave,  made  a personal  ex- 
planation, stating  the  reason  (his  presence  at  one  of 
the  departments  on  urgent  business  of  a constitu- 
ent) why  he  had  been  absent  during  the  vote  on 
laying  the  bankrupt  bill  on  the  table;  stating  that 
his  vote  would  have  been  given  in  the  affirmative, 
as  he  doubted  the  expediency,  and,  in  part,  the  con- 
stitutionally, of  that  bill.] 

Mr.  Wise  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son demanded  the  yeas  aud  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

On  remonstrance,  however,  he  withdrew  his  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  vote  being  taken  by 
tellers,  resulted  as  follows:  ayes  ' 30,  noes  62.  So 
the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  house  was  then  called,  when  ninety-nine 
members  responded  to  their  names.  Absentees 
were  called,  when  it  was  found  that  one  hundred 
and  three  members  were  present.  The  doors  were 
closed,  and  a long  list  of  excuses  received.  When, 
at  25  minutes  past  11,  a motion  to  adjourn  was  made 
and  succeeded:  ayes  42,  noes  40. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  15.  Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  amend 
the  journal  by  inserting  a written  statement  of  the 
reasons  assigned  by  him  yesterday  for  asking  to  be 
excused  from  voting.  Mr.  Dromgoole  objected  and 
remonstrated.  Mr.  Stanly  stated  why  he  was  so 
desirous  the  reasons  should  appear,  viz:  to  defend 
himself  from  misrepresentation  in  his  own  district, 
where  he  was  slanderously  represented  to  be  an 
abolitionist;  and  he  demanded  tiie  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Banks  moved  a call  of  the  house;  but  the  mo- 
tion w&3  negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  amend,  ami  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  23,  nays  102. 
So  the  house  refused  to  amend  the  journal. 

Mr.  Chittenden,  from  a select  committee  on  the 
abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  asked  leave  to  make 
a report;  but  it  w»as  objected  to,  and  the  house  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Pope  asked  leave  to  report  the  bill  on  mile- 
age returned  from  the  senate  with  amendments. — 
Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule3  to  allow  him  to  report  the  bill,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  refused  to  order 
them,  and  likewise  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Jones  wished  to  have  printed  a certain  report 
from  the  treasury  department  on  the  existing  state 
of  the  finances;  which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  the  house  then  resolved 
itself  once  more  into  commiltee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  in  the 
chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  army 
appropriation  bill. 

And  the  question  being  on  an  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Jones  to  insert  an  appropriation  ol  $300,000 
tor  the  continuation  of  the  Florida  war;  Mr.  Wise, 
who  had  tlie  floor,  went  into  a speech,  very  much 
at  large,  on  the  conducting  of  the  Florida  war,  and 
especially  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Kentucky,  who  had  attributed  the  origin  of  the  war 
to  an  abolition  movement. 

Mr.  Kiem,  of  Pa.  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  militia,  made  a brief  reply  to  Mr.  Adams,  but 
the  hour  of  recess  arriving  before  Mr.  K.  concluded 
his  remarks,  the  house  took  the  usual  recess. 

Evening  session.  The  committee  of  the  w hole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  in  the 
chair),  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the 
year  1840;  the  pending  question  being  on  the  ino- 
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tion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  to  amend  the  bil!  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  of  $300,000  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Keim  continued  his  remarks  for  a short  time, 
when,  having  concluded,  Mr.  Adams  replied  to  some 
portions  of  Mr.  K’s  remarks. 

Mr.  Triplett  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  for  upwards  of  an  hour  in  reference  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  Florida  war,  and  in  an  ex- 
amination ot  the  monstrosities  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s 
project  for  a standing  army  of  200,000  men.  The 
question  having  been  then  taken,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the 
construction  of  a brass  bomb  howitzer,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  invention  of  J.  W.  Cochrane,  under  the 
direction  of  the  secretary  of  war.  Rejecled. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house, 
wilh  two  amendments. 

Mr.  Ramsey  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded.  And  the  main  question  was  ordered 
to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked  that  the  question 
might  be  taken  separately  on  each  amendment — 
which  was  ordered. 

And  the  first  amendment — to  wit:  that  which  ap- 
propriates the  sum  of  $19,765  for  repairs  of  arse- 
nals damaged  by  storm  and  fire — was  concurred  in. 

And  the  question  then  being  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  ol  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union 
in  the  amendment  appropriating  $300,000  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida — Mr. 
Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  123, 
nays  23.  So  the  amendment  w as  concurred  in. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the 
bill  (as  amended)  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing, Mr.  Lincoln  said  that,  having  voted  against  the 
amendment,  and  being  disposed  to  vote  for  the  bill 
notwithstanding  he  had  done  so,  he  would  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  yeas  150,  nays  0.  So,  having  been  or- 
dered to  a third  reading — the  bill  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  house  again  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Dromgoole  in  the  chair). 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the  committee  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  lor  the  ex- 
penses of  making  an  exploration  and  survey  of  the 
northeastern  boundary.  [Mr.  E.  under  leave,  said 
the  bill  would  not  occupy  five  minutes], 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  committee 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
stipulations  with  certain  Indian  tribes. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Evans,  and,  by  ayes  72,  noes  73,  it  was  rejected. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  commonly 
known  as  the  Indian  appropriation  bill;  which  was 
read  by  sections. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  ( Mr.  Jones ) introduced  a number  of  inciden- 
tal amendments  from  that  committee;  which  were 
agreed  to  without  debate. 

Mr.  Cashing  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$5,000  for  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
Lake  and  other  northwestern  tribes  of  Indians  to 
procure  the  cessation  of  subsidies  annually  paid  to 
said  Indians.  After  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Cushing  and  Vanderpoel,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia, 
raised  the  question  that  the  proposition  w’as  not  in 
order — not  being  to  carry  out  any  existing  treaty  or 
law.  The  point  of  order  was  not  pressed;  and,  the 
question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  I Vick  offered  an  amendment  (based,  he  said, 
on  an  estimate  furnished  individually  to  him  by  the 
wTar  department)  appropriating  $3,000  to  pay  the 
expense  of  holding  a council  with  the  Miami  tribe 
of  Indians,  wilh  a view  to  the  extinction  of  the 
great  Miami  reservation  in  Indiana— the  amount  to 
be  expended  or  not  according  to  the  discretion  of 
the  president.  Some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Wick,  Profit,  Rariden  and  others,  when  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jones  also  moved  an  amendment,  to  come  in 
at  the  end  of  the  bill,  appropriating  $45,000  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  removing  the  Winnebago  In- 
dians from  Wiskonsin  over  the  Mississippi,  and  for 
ttre  erection  of  a grist  mill,  &.c.  This  amendment 
was  debated  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Evans  and  Bell,  the 
latter  of  whom,  at  8 o’clock,  not  being  willing  to 
address  the  few  members  who  had  not  left  the  hall, 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed and  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  Campbell,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
elections,  asked  leave  to  .present  the  report  of  the 


committee  on  the  New  Jersey  contested  election 
case,  with  a view  of  having  it  printed.  Messrs. 
Profit,  Stanly,  Bell,  Wise  and  others  objected;  and 
after  several  ineffectual  attempts  by  Mr.  Campbell 
toexplain  that  the  reception  ol  the  report  would  not 
occupy  more  than  two  minutes,  he  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules. 

Mr.  IFt'se  moved  to  adjourn;  which  motion  was 
negatived:  yeas  33,  nays  61. 

After  an  ineffectual  motion  for  a call  of  the  house, 
Mr.  Wise  appealed  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  elections  as  to  the  propriety  of  postponing 
the  presentation  of  the  report  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell  replied  that  he  could  not  consent;  | 
and  at  the  same  time  expressed  bis  surprise  at  the 
opposition  to  the  reception  of  the  report,  as  in  one- 
twentieth  part  of  the  time  wasted  on  motions  toad 
jouru,  &c.  it  might  have  been  received  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was 
not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  renewed,  but 
without  success. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  as  the  house  persisted  in  its  re- 
fusal to  adjourn,  he  would  renew  the  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  house.  It  was  evident  that  Miss  Fanny 
Elssler  was  far  more  popular  with  the  majority  than 
the  business  of  tl)e  country,  and  if  the  call  were  or- 
dered, he  would  suggest  that  the  sergeant-at-arms 
be  direcied  to  go  to  the  theatre,  w here,  no  doubt, 
the  delinquents  would  be  found.  The  question  on 
ordering  the  call  was  then  taken  by  tellers",  and  re- 
sulted: ayes  40,  noes  46.  So  the  call  was  not  or- 
dered. 

Several  members  then  simultaneously  moved  an 
adjournment,  which  motion  prevailed;  and  at  9 
o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  July  16.  The  speaker  announced  the 
unfinished  business  to  be  the  motion  submitted  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  just  previous  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  house  last  evening,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
make  a report  from  the  committee  of  elections. 

Mr.  Craig  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion, which  w'ere  ordered. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Petrilcin  submitted 
to  the  chair  that  this  was  a privileged  question,  and 
that  it  was  in  order,  therefore,  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  speaker  decided  that  it  was  not  a privileged 
question. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  53,  nays  87.  So  the 
house  refused  the  call. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  115,  nays  64.  So  (there  not  being  two-thirds 
voting  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  yield- 
ed it  to  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  w ho  said 
that  he  had  two  reports  from  the  committeeof  elec- 
tions, involving  the  rights  of  members  to  seats  on 
this  floor,  and  he  submitted  that  the  question  was 
one  of  piivilege,  and  that  as  such,  it  was  entitled  to 
precedence  over  all  other  business. 

The  speaker  decided  that  a report  from  the  com- 
mittee of  elections  was  not  a question  of  privilege; 
and  supported  his  opinion  by  reference  to  the  case 
of  the  contested  election  from  the  state  of  Mississip- 
pi which  occurred  at  a former  congress.  From  this 
decision  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Sou t h Carolina,  appeal 
ed.  The  appeal  was  spoken  to  briefly  bv  Messrs. 

1 Campbell,  Stanly,  McKay  and  Cushing.  When  Mr. 
Turney  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded. Mr.  Profit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  r.n 
ordering  the  main  question,  which  were  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas  124,  nays  66.  So  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Stanly  raised  the  question  of  order,  whether 
certain  members  from  New  Jersey,  whose  names  he 
had  heard  read,  (Messrs.  Dickerson,  &c.)  had  a right 
to  vote.  Ill  the  early  part  of  the  session  it  was  de- 
cided that  members  from  New  Jersey  could  not  vote 
in  their  own  case.  The  reply  of  the  speaker  was 
not  heard  by  the  reporter,  but  its  character  may  be 
inferred  from  what  follows. 

The  question  then  recurring  “shall  the  decision  of 
the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  Ihe  house?” 

Mr.  Pi  (fit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered.  And  the  clerk  having  called  that  portion 
of  the  roll  which  includes  the  names  of  inembeis 
commencing  with  C — 

Mr.  Stanly  again  rose  and  inquired  whether  cer- 
tain members  from  New  Jersey  had  a right  to  vote. 

The  speaker  said  the  proper  time  to  raise  the 
quesiion  would  be  when  the  call  of  the  roll  was 
completed. 


The  roil  having  been  called  through,  Mr.  Stanly 
raised  the  question  of  order,  whether  Messrs.  Dick- 
erson 4"  Co.  were  entitled  to  vote? 

The  speaker  said  that  this  was  a mere  prelimina- 
ry question  of  order  as  to  precedence  ol  business, 
and  not  a question  affecting  the  personal  rights  of 
the  members  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Slanly.  Does  not  this  question  of  order  af- 
fect their  rights? 

The  speaker  said  that  the  interest  which  the  New 
Jersey  members  had  was,  whether  they  were  en- 
titled to  seats  or  wot.  The  question  now  before  the 
house  was  a mere  question  ot  precedence  ot  busi- 
ness, and  the  chair,  not  seeing  that  ttiey  had  more 
interest  in  that  than  any  other,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  getlemen  were  entitled  to  vote. 

Mr.  Stanly  appealed  from  Ihe  decision,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  chair  that  the  house  had  already  de- 
cided this  quesiion.  The  speaker  asked  the  gentle- 
man to  specify  when.  Mr.  Stanly  said  he  did  not 
exactly  know. 

Mr.  Adams.  There  was  such  a decision.  The 
question  was  raised  during  the  time  that  1 was  in 
t tie  chair.  1 decided  then  that  the  members  from 
New  Jersey  had  a right  to  vote — the  question  of  in- 
terest, as  I expressly  stated  at  the  time,  being  not 
their  individual  interest,  but  the  interest  of  their 
constituents.  The  house  reversed  my  decision,  and 
the  gentlemen  were  not  permitted  to  vote.  And 
now,  whether  this  be  a preliminary  question  or  not, 
when  I am  called  upon  to  vote,  1 shall  vote  accord- 
ing to  the  principle  I then  assumed,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  the  decision  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  re- 
sult of  the  vote  w ould  be  changed  by  the  admission 
or  rejection  of  the  votes  of  these  gentlemen?  The 
speaker  replied  in  the  negative. 

Some  delay  took  place  in  looking  for  the  record 
of  the  decision,  during  w hich  Mr.  Stanly  expressed 
himself  willing  to  waive  his  right  to  the  floor,  if  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
w ould  consent  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

After  a few  moments,  Mr.  Adams  said  that  there 
must  be  a record  of  the  decision. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  clerk  stated  he  could 
not  find  it. 

Mr.  Adams.  I am  not  responsible  for  the  making 
up  of  the  journal  at  that  time,  or  any  olher.  I state 
the  fact,  however,  that  such  a decision  was  made. 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  whether,  if  he  waived  the 
question  now,  wilh  a view  to  go  to  Ihe  regular  bu- 
siness of  the  country,  he  could  bring  it  up  to-mor- 
row? 

The  speaker  replied  that  it  would  be  too  late. 

Mr.  Slanly  then  said  he  must  insist  on  the  deci- 
sion of  Ihe  appeal  at  this  time.  After  a few  remarks, 
in  which  Mr.  S.  expressed  his  own  opinion  to  be 
that  these  gentlemen  ought  to  vote,  but  said  that  he 
was  desirious  that  the  house  should  abide  by  ils 
own  decisions,  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
appeal;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  demanded  the  previous  question; 
and  there  was  a second.  And  the  main  question  w as 
ordered  to  be  now  taken.  And  the  main  question, 
“shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  house?”  was  then  put. 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  the  vote,  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  at 
first  voted  in  the  affirmative — but  that  he  would 
change  his  vote  on  the  ground  that  these  gentlemen 
were  no  more  entitled  lo  seats  in  this  hou?e  than 
any  other  peison.  If  he  could  consider  (hem  so  en- 
titled, he  would  sustain  the  decision  of  the  chair. — 
As  it  was,  however,  he  could  not  do  so.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe toso  and  said  that  for  the  same  reason  he  would 
change  his  vote.  And  the  votes  of  both  gentlemen 
were  recorded  accordingly. 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  vote  to  be:  yeas 
125,  nays  38.  So  the  house  sustained  the  decision 
of  the  chair,  by  which  it  was  declared  that  Messrs. 
Dickerson  4r  Co.  were  entitled  to  vole. 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  vote  on  the  ori- 
ginal appeal  taken  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  to  be 
yeas  88,  nays  95. 

So  the  house  reversed  the  decision  of  the  chair. 
And  it  was  thus  declared  that  the  quesiion  of  a re- 
port from  the  committee  of  elections  was  a quesiion 
of  privilege,  and  entitled  to  take  precedence  over 
all  olher  business. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C Ihen  made  a report  in  Ihe 
case  of  the  New  Jersey  contested  election — moved 
the  printing  of  Ihe  report,  evidence,  &c.  and  that  it 
be  made  Ihe  special  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday 
next.  And  Mr.  C.  demanded  the  previaus  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  (on  leave)  presented  a re- 
port from  the  minority  ol  said  committee,  and  mov- 
ed Ihe  printing. 

Mr.  Profit  enquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  elections  (Mr.  Campbell)  whether  ttia 
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evidence  was  a part  of  the  report?  Mr.  Campbell 
■was  understood  to  say  of  course  it  was  so.  Mr. 
Profit.  Then  I call  lor  the  reading  of  the  evidence 
on  both  sides.  Mr.  Campbell  submitted,  as  a ques- 
tion of  older,  to  the  chair,  that  the  gentleman  had^ 
no  right  to  have  these  papers  read  on  a question  oi 
printing. 

The  speaker  said  he  would  decide  that  point  af- 
ter having  ascertained  whether  there  was  a second 
to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Fillmore  suggested  to  Mr.  Campbell  to  include 
in  his  motion  to  print,  the  journal  of  the  committee. 
The  suggestion  having  been  acquiesced  in  (though 
Mr.  Campbell  remarked  that  the  journal  had  already 
been  printed),  the  speaker  put  the  question  on  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question.  And  there  was 
a second.  And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
he  taken. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  that  the  question  might  be 
taken  separately — first  on  that  portion  of  the  motion 
which  proposed  to  print  the  two  reports — and,  se- 
condly, on  that  part  of  it  which  proposed  to  make 
the  subject  the  special  order  for  Saturday.  And  the 
division  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  also  asked  for  a separate  question 
on  the  motion  to  print  the  journal;  which  was  also 
ordered.  . 

Mr.  Profit  then  inquired  of  the  chair  if  it  was  in 
order  now  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  papers? — 
The  speaker  said  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Profit.  Then  I call  for  the  reading  of  every 
word,  syllable  and  letter.  I am  ready  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  the  motion.  But  I first  make  the 
otter  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  waive  the  matter  lor  the  present  it  he  is 
willing  to  go  into  committee  to  resume  the  conside- 
ration of  the  appropriation  bill;  or  take  up  any  other 
public  business  which  the  chairman  might  prefer. 

Mr.  Jones  returning  no  answer,  and  several  admi- 
nistration members  objecting,  the  reading  progress- 
ed for  about  half  an  hour,  when  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Ga. 
proposed  to  go  into  committee  on  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Profit  assented.  But  a number  of  adminis- 
tration members  again  objecting,  Mr.  Stanly  rose  to 
inquire  who  objected,  in  order  that  the  country  might 
know  which  party  was  responsible  for  the  delay  of 
public  business. 

Mr.  Beatty,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said,  he 
objected;  and,  speaking  in  an  angry  tone,  said  the 
gentleman  could  turn  his  notice  to  him. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  the  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Beatty)  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice,  except 
as  a member  of  his  party,  to  show  who  objected  to 
taking  up  the  public  business. 

The  reading  proceeded  for  some  time  longer. 

Two  or  three  other  efforts  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Boils  and  Hawes  to  suspend  it,  but  they  resulted 
unsuccessfully. 

At  fifteen  minutes  past  2 o’clock,  Mr.  Fillmore 
rose  and  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
(Mr.  Profit ) to  dispense  with  the  further  reading. 
This  was  no  time  to  go  into  this  matter. 

Mr.  Profit  said  he  had  not  forced  this  question 
upon  the  house;  the  house  had  done  so  by  its  own 
decision.  He  had,  however,  heard  of  more  villany 
going  on  since  the  reading  of  this  report  commenc- 
ed, than  he  had  had  any  idea  of,  he  had  heard  of 
things  which  he  never  contemplated,  and  he  wish- 
ed the  reading  to  proceed.  Tile  clerk  accordingly 
proceeded  until  the  hour  of  hall  past  2 arrived,  when 
the  house  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session  The  report  of  the  committee  ol 
elections  on  the  New  Jersey  case,  and  also  the 
counter-report  from  a minority  of  that  committee 
having  been  read  at  the  clerk’s  table — 

And  the  question  being  on  a motion  of  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  South  Carolina,  chairman  of  the.  committee, 
to  print  both  reports  together  with  the  journal  ot 
the  committee,  and  on  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  and  the  question  being  about 
to  be  put— Mr.  C'amp&eff  inquired  of  the  chair  whe- 
ther it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to  modify  his  mo- 
tion? 

The  chair  replying  in  the  affirmative — 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  though  he  had  at  first 
moved  to  print  both  reports,  yet  now,  alter  hearing 
the  minority  report  read  and  knowing  what  it  con- 
tained, he  could  not  include  that  report  in  his  mo- 
tion to  print;  and  he,  therefore,  would  modify  his 
motion  so  as  to  include  only  the  report  of  the  majo- 
rity and  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

Great  confusion  instantlv  arose,  many  gentlemen 
rising  and  simultaneously  addressing  the  chair  on 
the  point  of  order,  insisting  that  after  the  previous 
question  had  been  demanded  and  seconded,  on  any 
motion  submitted,  the  mover  could  not  change  or 
modify  that  motion  without  the  leave  of  the  house, 
because  the  ordering  of  the  previous  question  had 
direct  reference  to  the  motion  made,  and  to  that 
alone. 


The  chair  replied  that,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  house,  a member  had  the  right  to  withdraw  any 
motion  he  had  made  at  any  time  previous  to  a vote 
upon  it,  and  of  course  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  Bolls,  Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  Triplett  and  Mr. 
Andrews,  warmly  remonstrated  against  the  unfair- 
ness of  presenting  one  proposition  to  the  house,  and 
demanding  the  previous  question  upon  it,  and  when 
the  house,  waiving  its  right  to  discuss,  supported 
that  call,  then  substituting  a different  proposition, 
after  ail  debate  was  cut  off.  The  right  to  withdraw, 
and  the  right  to  modify,  were  different  things,  and 
one  did  not  necessarily  follow  the  other. 

[The  noise  and  confusion  in  the  house  was  very 
great.] 

Mr.  Campbell  repeatedly  rose  to  make  a sugges- 
tion, but  he  was  called  to  order,  on  the  ground  that 
all  discussion  was  prevented  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Everett  inquired  whether  the  gentleman’s 
original  motion,  and  his  modification  of  it,  would 
appear  on  the  journal?  The  chair  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  warmly  remonstrated, 
pronounced  the  proceeding  a base  trick,  by  which 
the  house  had  been  entrapped,  and  inquired  whe- 
ther the  chair  adhered  to  its  decision  that  the  modr- 
fication  was  in  order?  The  chair  replying  in  the 
affirmative — Mr.  Clark  took  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  Medill,  amidst  loud  cries  of  order,  made  a 
reply  to  Mr.  Clark,  in  which  the  reporter  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  the  whole  course  of  the  oppo- 
si  1 ion  on  the  pretended  claim  of  the  returned  mem- 
bers from  New'  Jersey  was  an  attempt  to  entrap  the 
house.  [The  din  and  uproar  w’ere,  however,  so 
great  that  although  at  no  great  distance  from  Mr. 
M.  who  w as  speaking  very  loudly,  the  reporter  could 
not  distinguish  his  words]. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  appeal;  when  the 
decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  w’ithout  a count. 

Mr.  Campbell  again  rose  to  make  a suggestion — 
but  Mr.  Profit  strenuously  objected,  and  insisted  he 
should  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Andrews  now  inquired  of  the  chair  whether 
it  would  be  in  order  to  move  a reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  previous  question  had  been 
ordered? 

The  chair  said  it  would,  if  the  gentleman  had 
voted  with  the  majority. 

Mr.  Andrews  said  he  believed  he  had,  but  was  not 
quite  certain. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  said  he  had  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority, and  he  would  move  the  reconsideration,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  chair  said  that  whenever  a reconsideration 
of  the  previous  question  was  moved,  the  question 
was  always  first  put  on  the  seconding  of  the  previ- 
ous question,  and  never  on  the  previous  question 
itself;  and  on  the  seconding  the  yeas  and  nays  could 
not  be  taken,  as  it  was  not  a vote  of  the  house,  but 
merely  the  sustaining  of  a proposal  to  vote. 

On  this  dictum  of  the  chair  a question  of  order 
arose,  and  Mr.  Fillmore  and  Mr.  R.  Garland  pro- 
tested with  warmth  against  thus  being  deprived  of 
their  constitutional  privilege  of  having  the  yeas  and 
nays  recorded.  Mr.  G.  observed  that  the  tyranny 
practised  by  the  majority  in  this  whole  New  Jersey 
case  had  been  such  as  was  enough  to  drive  freemen 
into  open  rebellion.  Had  it  come  to  this,  that  a 
fifth  part  of  the  house  were  to  be  deprived,  by  a 
mere  sayso  of  the  speaker,  of  a clear  and  certain 
right  guarantied  to  them  by  the  constitution?  He 
demanded  a case  to  be  produced  where  such  a de- 
cision had  been  made.  He  never  had  seen  or  heard 
of  such  a decision. 

Mr.  Turney  called  Mr.  Garland  to  order. 

The  chair  turned  Mr.  G.  to  a very  recent  decision 
on  a case  precisely  like  the  present. 

Mr.  Garland  denied  the  right  of  the  speaker  to 
make  any  such  decision,  and  Mr.  Fillmore  took  an 
appeal  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  whether,  alter  the  house  had 
voted  on  reconsidering  the  seconding  of  the  previ- 
ous question,  if  that  vote  should  be  in  the  negative, 
another  question  could  not  then  be  put  on  the  pre- 
vious question  itself,  and  whether  on  this  the  yeas 
and  nays  could  not  be  had? 

The  chair  replying  that  it  could,  Mr.  Fillmore  said 
that  this  was  all  he  asked  for;  and  he  thereupon 
withdrew  his  appeal. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  reconsidering  the 
seconding  of  the  previous  question,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Chinn,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  of  the  chair 
whether,  after  the  house  had  seconded  the  previous 
question  on  one  motion,  the  mover  could  then  alter 
his  motion  so  as  to  make  it  quite  a different  pro- 
position, and  the  previous  question  remain  still  in 
force? 


The  chair  replied  that,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  house,  he  might. 

Mr.  Chinn  then  said  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  al- 
tered. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ordering  the  previous  question,  i.  e.  the  vote  by 
which  the  house  had  this  morning  decided  that  the 
main  question  should  then  be  put;  and  on  this  ques- 
tion he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows;  yeas 
65,  nays  80. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  Mr.  Campbell’s 
motion  to  print  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  and  was  assigning  his  reasons,  wdien, 
having  remarked  that,  by  the  manoeuvre  of  Mr. 
Campbell  in  modifying  his  motion,  the  house  had 
been  cheated  out  of  the  yeas  and  nays — 

Mr.  Campbell,  with  warmth,  replied  that,  as  he 
would  not  suffer  such  language  to  be  applied  to  him 
out  of  the  house,  he  could  not  submit  to  it  in  the 
house. 

The  chair  called  Mr.  Davis,  to  order.  Mr.  D. 
insisted  that  he  was  in  order.  Much  confusion  en- 
sued; when  Mr.  D.  said  if  he  was  not  allowed  to 
give  his  reasons  he  would  withdraw  his  request. 

The  chair  said  he  might  state  his  reasons,  but  in 
doing  so  must  keep  within  the  rules  of  order. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  printing  the  report 
of  the  majority,  and  decided  by  yeas  172,  nay  1, 
(Mr.  Clark,  ot  New  York,  voting  in  the  negative). 
So  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

When  Mr.  Monroe’s  name  was  called,  he  said  he 
wished  to  be  excused  from  voting  in  the  house,  but 
would  not  now  detain  the  house  by  stating  his  rea- 
sons, because  he  intended  to  give  his  opinion  most 
fully  on  this  whole  proceeding  when  out  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Con.  moved  to  print  the  report  of 
the  minority  of  the  committee. 

The  chair  decided  this  motion  to  be  not  yet  in  or- 
der, as  the  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  on  which  the 
previous  question  had  been  demanded,  included  the 
printing  of  the  journal  of  the  committee,  and  the 
question  must  therefore  first  be  put  on  printing  the 
journal. 

[A  dispute  here  arose  whether  this  was  the  fact, 
or  whether  Mr.  C.  had  moved  only  to  print  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  without  the  journal.  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Andrews  and  Mr.  Jas.  Garland  testified  that 
they  had  heard  the  motion,  and  that  it  included  the 
journal;  Mr.  Bolts  had  been  under  a different  im- 
pression, and  the  entry  had  been  so  made.  It  was 
finally  agreed,  however,  that  the  printing  of  the 
journal  had  been  included,  and  the  entry  was  al- 
tered.] 

The  question  then  recurring  on  orderingthe  jour- 
nal of  the  committee  of  elections  to  be  printed — 
Mr  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  154,  nays  18.  So  the  journal  of  the  committee 
of  elections  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  print  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ramsey  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main 
question  being  on  ordering  the  printing.  It  was  de- 
cided as  follows:  yeas  102,  nays  68.  So  the  house 
ordered  the  report  of  the  minority  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jameson,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee  of  elections  be 
now  adopted  and  on  that  motion  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fillmore  demanded  of  the  chair  whether  this 
motion,  if  carried,  would  not  deprive  the  parties 
concerned  from  being  heard  in  their  own  cause  at  the 
bar  of  the  house,  as  was  the  invariable  usage  of  the 
house  in  all  cases  of  disputed  election? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative.  It  would,  if 
agreed  to,  bring  the  house  to  a direct  vote  on  adopt- 
ing the  report. 

Mr.  Triplett  inquired  whether  a majority  could 
compel  the  house  to  vote  on  the  report  before  they 
had  heard  either  the  par/ics  or  the  evidence ? 

The  chair  replied  that,  as  to  the  power,  of  that 
the  gentleman  must  judge;  but  should  the  previous 
question  be  ordered,  it  would  bring  the  hou.se  at 
once  to  a direct  vote  on  the  resolution  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Triplett  demanded  that  the  testimony  be 
read;  surely,  it  was  oppression — it  was  the  very 
flight  of  tyranny  to  insist  on  his  voting  before  he 
had  heard  the  testimony  in  the  case  he  was  to  judge. 
How  could  he  know  what  he  was  voting  about? 

[The  confusion  in  the  house  was  great — many 
members  on  their  feet  remonstrating  and  disputing 
with  each  other.] 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  a call  ol  the  house,  and  made 
some  remark's  which  could  not  be  heard;  they 
were  partly,  as  the  reporter  believed,  a statement 
of  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  vote,  and  a de- 
mand that,  before  such  an  act  was  done,  the  whole 
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house  should  have  time  to  be  present  and  vote  on 
so  great  a question. 

Mr.  Turney  loudly  called  Mr.  Briggs  to  order  for 
debating. 

Mr.  Briggs  denied  that  he  was  debating  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  Monroe  asked  of  Mr.  Jameson  whether  it  was 
his  intention  to  force  through  the  house  a vote  on 

that  report  to-night?  If  it  was 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  here  called  Mr.  Monroe  to  order. 
Th e chair  said  Mr.  M.  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  then  he  would  turn  away  from 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri — he  had  done  with 
him — and  he  would  turn  to  the  chair,  and  ask  ol  the 
speaker  whether  his  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Campbell) — he  believed  he  might  call  him  his 
friend — he  would  call  him  his  friend,  for  he  believ. 
ed,  after  all,  that  that  gentleman  did  mean  to  act 
correctly — had  not  originally  moved  the  printing  ol 
the  reports  and  papers  with  a view  ol  their  being 
taken  up  and  considered  to-morrow 1 Yet  now 
the  house  was  called  to  vote  at  once,  under  the  pre- 
vious question.  What  was  the  meaning  of  this  gag 
law?  He  would  not  vote  in  that  house  under  such 
coersion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  Mr.  Briggs' 
motion  for  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Campbell  asked  Mr.  Jameson  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

[Here  the  noise  was  so  great  as  to  drown  the 
voice  of  any  individual  member,  and  the  reply  of 
Mr.  Jameson  could  not  be  heard;  he  was  understood, 
however,  as  refusing.] 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  for  a call  of 
the  house,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
yeas  67,  nays  75.  So  the  house  refused  to  order  a 
call. 

Mr.  Botts  inquired  whether  the  parties  claiming 
eeats  from  New  Jersey  could  not  now  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  the  house? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative;  it  would  not  Be 
in  order  alter  the  previous  question  had  been  de- 
manded on  the  report. 

Mr.  Underwood,  who  had  just  returned  within  the 
bar  of  the  house,  rose  and  asked  the  speaker  what 
the  main  question  would  be  if  the  previous  question 
was  ordered. 

Th e speaker  answered  that  the  main  question 
would  be  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  report- 
ed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Underwood  said,  what!  take  that  question 
before  the  reports  are  printed? 

[“Yes,  yes,”  was  replied  by  several  gentlemen.] 
Mr.  Underwood  said,  surely  it  was  impossible; 
and  if  that  question  was  forced,  he  would  riot  and 
could  not  conscientiously  vote. 

The  previous  question  was  now  put,  viz:  “shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put?”  And  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  101,  nays  85. 

So  the  house  decided  that  the  main  question  on 
adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  should  now  be 
put. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Ky.  asked  to  be  excused  by  the 
house  from  voting  upon  the  resolution  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  of  elections,  because,  he 
said,  that  resolution  was  based  upon  the  report  of 
the  majority,  and  a state  of  evidence  of  which  it 
was  impossible  for  him  or  any  metnberof  this  house 
(not  of  the  committee)  to  know  anything.  His 
vote  upon  this  occasion  would  be  as  a sworn  judge 
or  juror;  and  as  it  had  been  (as  every  member  of 
this  house  must  know)  impossible  for  hiln  to  know 
the  extent  of  testimony  amt  the  weight  that  should 
be  given  to  the  great  mass  of  conflicting  evidence, 
lie  felt  that  he  might  subject  himself  to  an  act  of  in- 
justice and  violence  to  his  conscience  as  an  honest 
man  by  voting  either  way.  He  had  hoped  that  the 
proposition  to  postpone  the  vote  upon  the  resolu- 
tion until  Saturday  would  have  prevailed,  and  thus 
have  afforded  him  and  all  others  desirous  to  know, 
as  jurors  called  upon  to  render  a verdict  on  so  im- 
portant a case,  something  of  the  testimony  upon 
which  that  verdict  is  to  be  founded.  He  desired  to 
do  justice  to  all  parties,  and  especially  to  his  own 
conscience.  He  made  this  motion  in  all  respect  to 
the  majority  of  this  house,  and  to  such  as  may  feel 
that  they  are  prepared  to  vote,  and  render  a verdict 
upon  so  momentous  a question  as  that  of  the  right 
of  sovereign  states  of  this  republic;  and  as  he  hopes 
to  return  soon  to  his  constituents,  he  desires  to  re- 
turn to  them,  having  nothing  of  which  he  would 
feel  ashamed,  or  they  justly  complain.  He,  there- 
fore, expressed  the  hope  that  the  house  would  re- 
lieve him  from  so  unpleasant  a position  as  that  of 
voting  and  rendering  a judgment  as  a sworn  judge 
in  a case,  of  the  testimony  of  which  he  could  not  by 
any  industry  on  his  part  iiave  acquired  the  slightest 
knowledge.  The  question  being  put,  Mr.  A.  was 
excused. 


Mr.  Everett  moved  to  be  exc  used  from  voting  on 
the  question,  because  he  had  neither  heard  the  evi- 
dence nor  the  parties,  some  of  whom,  he  was  in- 
formed, desired  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  he  should  be  glad  it  his  name 
could  be  included  with  that  of  Mr.  Everett. 

Mr.  Everett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  lollows: — 
yeas  70,  nays  100.  So  Mr.  E.  was  not  excused. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Rariden,  of  Indiana,  was 
called,  he  rose  and  inquired  of  the  speaker,  if  the 
previous  question  was  sustained,  if  that  would  bring 
the  house  to  a direct  vote  upon  the  question  of  the 
right  to  the  seats  in  this  house  of  the  New  Jersey 
claimants  without  affording  the  claimants  the  right 
to  be  heard,  or  the  members  of  this  house  the  op- 
portunity to  hear  one  word  of  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  right  to  the  seats  has  been  oris  to  be  de- 
termined? 

The  speaker  said  that  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
previous  question,  if  carried. 

Mr.  Rariden  then  said  he  was  against  it,  as  he 
could  not  guess  at  a question  of  such  magnitude. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  he  most  respectfully  asked  the 
house  to  excuse  him  from  voiing  on  the  resolution 
now  before  them.  His  reasons  were,  first:  if  his 
rnind  was  made  up  upon  a full  investigation  of  the 
case,  he  could  not,  with  his  sense  of  propriety  and 
justice,  vote  to  give  either  set  of  claimants  their 
seats  finally  without  hearing  the  opposing  claim- 
ants. But  there  was  another  higher  and  stronger 
reason;  it  was,  that  he  had  had  no  means  ol  inform- 
ing himself  upon  the  merits  of  the  question.  He 
had  not  heard  or  read  the  evidence,  and  could  not 
act  with  understanding  and  with  safety.  The  evi 
dence,  consisting  of  a volume  of  near  seven  hundred 
pages,  had  not  been  placed  before  the  members  of 
the  house.  By  voting  either  way  he  might  do  in- 
justice to  the  other  party.  He  begged  leave  to  say 
that,  in  this  request,  he  w»as  not  actuated  by  cap- 
tious motives,  but  by  a sincere  wish  to  be  relieved 
from  the  unfeigned  embarrassment  in  which  he 
found  himself  placed  in  relation  to  this  important 
subject.  This  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  made 
such  a request,  and  by  granting  it  the  house  would 
confer  upon  him  a favor,  for  which  they  would  be 
entitled  to  his  thanks.  The  question  being  put,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative;  so  the  house  refused  to 
excuse  Mr.  Briggs. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  in  order  to 
make  way  for  a motion  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  report  be  for  the  present  suspended,  and 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next, 
but  it  was  negatived. 

The  vote  being  taken  by  tellers,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: ayes  64,  noes  94. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  that  he  might  be  excused  from 
voting,  for  the  same  reasons  lor  which  Mr.  Andrews 
had  been  excused.  But  the  house  refused  to  ex- 
cuse him:  ayes  49,  noes  91. 

Mr.  Lincoln  asked  to  be  excused.  He  said  that, 
notwithstanding  the  votes  which  had  just  been  gi- 
ven, he  felt  himself  impelled  by  the  strongest  sense 
of  duty  to  appeal  to  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to 
relieve  him  from  a call  to  vote,  at  this  time,  and 
under  the  circumstances,  on  the  proposition  of  the 
committee.  On  taking  his  seat  here,  he  had  so- 
lemnly bound  himself  to  respect  and  support  the 
constitution  of  his  country.  That  constitution  made 
the  house,  and  each  member  of  it,  as  a component 
part  of  the  body,  “the  judge  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,”  and 
imposed  high  and  sacred  obligations  in  the  dis- 
charge ol  this  most  important  of  all  official  func- 
tions. The  report  of  the  committee,  by  a bare  ma- 
jority, presented  for  the  first  time  this  morning, 
contains  a long  and  elaborate  investigation  of  the 
right  of  the  sitting  and  the  claims  of  the  contesting 
members  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  with  refer- 
ence to  a mass  of  evidence  which  the  committee 
alone  have  examined,  and  upon  which  they  have 
raised  arguments  and  deduced  inferences  tending  to 
justify  the  conclusion  to  which  they  have  arrived  in 
the  resolution  offered  to  the  house.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  minority  of  the  committee  have  laid  be- 
fore the  house  their  dissent  to  this  report,  exhibit- 
ing an  entirely  different  state  of  the  case,  and  com- 
ing to  a different  conclusion  thereon.  Both  these 
reports  have,  just  now,  been  hastily  read  at  the 
clerk’s  table.  They  must  have  been  but  imper- 
fectly heard,  and  can  scarce  have  been  understood. 
The  evidence  exhibited  with  the  reports  of  the  ma- 
jority, which  is  now  on  the  table  ol  the  speaker,  in 
a volume  of  several  hundred  pages,  has  not  been 
seen  by  a single  member  out  of  the  committee;  nor 
has  it  been  within  the  power  of  any,  and  especially 
did  he  speak  for  himself,  to  know  its  character,  or 
to  consider  the  effect  it  should  have  upon  the  issue, 
so  deeply  interesting  to  the  rights  of  members,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  the  vital  principle  of 
the  representative  government. 


I am  now  called  upon  (said  Mr.  L.)  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  this  great  question;  to  judge,  to 
adjudicate,  upon  my  conscience  and  my  oalh,  upon 
facts  which  I do  not  know,  upon  evidence  which  I 
am  told  exists,  but  which  I am  not  permitted  even 
to  see,  whether  the  sitting  members  are,  or  are  not, 
entitled  to  their  seats.  The  alternative  presented 
to  me,  by  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  is  to  de- 
clare, blindfold  upon  my  oath  as  a judge,  either  that 
these  members  are  duly  and  constitutionally  elected 
to  this  hou?e  by  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  and  this, 
too,  against  the  official  credentials,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, upon  the  canvass  of  the  returns  by  the  go- 
vernor and  privy  council  of  the  state,  given  to  others, 
or  to  show  cause,  here  and  before  the  country, 
why  I resist  the  conclusion  to  w hich  the  committee 
have  arrived  in  their  resolution,  upon  a subsequent 
scrutiny  by  them  of  the  votes  and  polls  of  that  elec- 
tion. Sir,  I can  do  neither,  understandingly  and 
consciemiously,  without  time  and  opportunity  for 
examination.  I cannot  consent,  under  the  solemn 
sanctions  of  duty,  to  substitute  the  opinions  of  a 
majority  of  one  in  a committee  of  nine  members, 
(nor,  indeed  of  the  whole  number,  if  even  such  had 
been  the  fact),  for  the  convictions  of  my  own  mind 
in  the  required  exercise  of  my  own  judgment.  To 
do  so  would  be  to  yield  my  individual  judgment  to 
that  of  others,  as  well  as  to  surrender  the  judgment 
which  the  constitution  and  the  laws  enjoin  upon 
the  house  to  a committee  of  its  members;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  to  falsify  and  violate  both  by  personal 
duty  and  my  official  oath.  This,  sir,  I will  never 
do. 

It  may  not  be  proper  to  anticipate  the  course 
which  I may  be  compelled  to  take,  unless  excused 
f#om  the  vote;  but  this  I will  say,  that  whatever  a 
sense  of  duty  and  the  dictates  of  conscience  shall 
prompt,  in  a matter  so  serious  in  principle,  and  so 
momentous  in  its  results  to  the  government  and  the 
people,  I will  pursue,  at  any  peril  of  consequences 
to  myself,  from  the  censure  of  the  house.  The 
question  being  put  on  excusing  Mr.  L.  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  ayes  54,  nays  89. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  for  the  same  reasons  given 
by  Mr.  Andrews,  asked  to  be  excused,  but  the  house 
refused  leave. 

Mr.  Daivson  asked  to  be  excused.  He  said  he 
never  had  directly  or  indirectly  evaded  any  vote  in 
that  house  for  party  purposes  or  political  effect,  and 
he  would  unhesitatingly  discharge  the  duty  of  vot- 
ing now  if  it  were  practicable,  but  it  was  not,  for  va- 
rious reasons.  He  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
getting  that  information  which  was  indispensable 
to  his  voting  eitherone  way  or  the  other.  The  tes- 
timony in  this  case  had  not  been  printed  and  laid 
on  the  table,  nor  had  it  been  read  before  the  house. 
He  was  called  to  decide,  judicially,  on  a question 
resting  on  testimony  which  he  had  bad  no  means  to 
examine.  He  considered  the  whole  proceeding  as 
unwarranted  by  the  constitution  and  contrary  to' the 
rules  and  practice  of  the  house,  and  as  impairing 
his  right  to  decide  for  himself.  The  tworepoits, 
one  from  five  members  of  ihe  committee  and  the 
other  from  four,  gave  conflicting  accounts  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  to  compel  him  to  decide  be- 
tween them  without  having  heard  the  evidence  w as 
such  an  act  as  despotism  itself  alone,  could  perpe- 
trate. By  yielding  to  such  a requirement  he  should 
sacrifice  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  free  go- 
vernment under  which  he  lived.  An  imperious 
sense  of  duty,  therefore,  compelled  him  respectfully 
to  ask  to  be  excused.  At  thi3  point,  Mr.  Turney 
called  Mr  Dawson  to  order.  The  chair  pronounced 
Mr.  D.  to  be  in  order.  Mr.  D.  said  the  attempt  to  call 
him  to  order  and  to  shut  his  mouth  from  giving  his 
reasons  was  of  a piece  with  the  w hole  proceediri"-, 
and  was  but  a part  of  that  tyranny  by  which  it  was 
attempted  to  force  him  into  an  act  which  he  could 
not  perform  without  the  grossest  injustice  to  the 
parlies  concerned,  to  his  own  self-respect,  and  to 
his  duty  to  his  constituents.  The  question  bein'* 
put,  the  house  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Dau-son.  ° 

Mr.  Monroe  said  he  would  be  glad  to  be  able  to 
say,  as  the  gentleman  had  who  just  now  resumed 
his  seat,  that  he  had  never  violated  the  rules  of  the 
house.  Mr.  M.  had  often  violated  them,  and  in  all 
human  probability  should  do  it  again  on  this  occa- 
sion. [Laughter].  When  neither  the  constitution 
nor  the  law  of  the  land  nor  the  usages  of  this  house 
called  upon  him  or  permitted  him  to  vote,  he  would 
not  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting.  He  did  not  ask 
it.  He  would  assume  the  responsibility  of  refus- 
ing to  vote.  He  would  assure  the  house  they  had 
heard  the  last  of  him  on  this  matter;  but,  as  an  inde- 
pendent representative  from  the  stale  of  N.  York,  I 
do  (said  Mr.  M.)  ask  the  house  to  hear  this:  “Mr. 
Monroe  refuses  to  vote  because  he  has  never  seen 
the  evidence  or  Ihe  report  of  the  committee;  he 
therefore  cannot  decide  which  of  the  claimants  are 
entitled  to  seats  on  this  floor.” 
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Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  said:  I ask  tLie  house  to 
excuse  me  from  voting  on  the  resolution.  It  is  in  no 
wanton  disrespect  to  the  house  that  I say  I cannot 
and  will  not  vote  upon  the  question.  Tins  is  not  an 
ordinary  matter  of  legislation;  it  is  a case  where 
in  the  very  teims  ot  the  constitution  I am  to  act  as 
judge,  and  under  all  the  sanctions  of  that  sacred 
character.  The  case  which  I am  to  decide  is  pure- 
ly a matter  ot  evidence:  that  evidence  is  comprised 
in  six  hundred  pages  ol  manuscript,  to-day,  lor  the 
first  time,  presented  to  the  house,  and  up  to  this 
moment  it  has  neither  been  read  nor  printed.  The 
resolution  may'  be  right:  how  am  I to  know  that  it 
is  not?  I cannot  therefore  vote  no.  It  may  not  be 
right:  I cannot  vote  ay.  There  is  but  one  judge  of 
whom  either  history  or  poetry  informs  us,  whose 
habit  was  to  decide  before  he  had  heard  the  evi- 
dence: he  w'as  the  judge  of  Hell.  I shall  not  adopt 
him  as  a model.  1 know  no  case  in  which  an  issue 
can  be  more  properly  made,  none  that  will  belter 
show  to  the  people  the  extent  to  which  the  reckless 
insolence  of  power  has  carried  the  majority  than 
this;  and  it  is  for  that,  and  not  as  an  idle  vaunt  that 
I tell  you  that  I was  in  my  seat  when  my  name  was 
called.  I did  not  vote,  and  I will  not.  I defy  the 
power  of  the  house  to  make  me  vote.  Mr.  T.  was 
not  excused. 

Mr.  Pope,  in  some  remarks  w hich  could  scarce 
be  heard  amid  the  noise,  stated  his  inability  to  vote 
without  bearing  the  testimony:  he  had  not  prejudg- 
ed the  case,  but  wished  to  give  an  honest  vote  upon 
it:  but  how  could  he,  as  a sworn  judge,  do  this,  when 
he  had  not  heard  a word  of  the  evidence?  Mr.  P. 
appealed,  with  much  feeling,  to  the  majority,  for 
the  honor  of  the  house,  and  the  honor  of  their 
party,  that  they  would  not  perpetrate  so  great  an 
act  of  oppression.  Such  a thing  had  never  been 
witnessed  since  the  foundation  of  the  government. 
Never  before,  in  any  legislative  body  in  this  country 
had  persons  claiming  a seat  been  denied  the  privi- 
ledge  of  being  heard:  never  had  judges  been  called 
on  to  decide  without  hearing  either  parlies  or  testi- 
mony. Mr.  P.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Sergeant  said:  I.cannot  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, for  the  following  reason:  the  question  is  of  a 
judicial  nature,  to  be  decided  according  to  the  evi- 
dence and  the  law,  and  I deem  it  my  duty  never  to 
render  a judgment  without  being  informed  of  the 
law  and  the  facts  of  the  case,  and,  in  proper  cases, 
having  heard  the  parlies.  The  resolution  of  the 
house  to  decide  immediately  upon  the  coming  in  of 
the  reports,  before  they  are  printed,  and  when  there 
is  no  opportunity  to  examine  them,  or  to  examine 
and  compare  the  evidence,  all  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion and  amendment  being  at  the  same  time  cut 
off  by  the  previous  question,  would  be,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  pronounce  a judgment  without  knowledge, 
and  a violation  of  the  dictates  of  conscience  and 
duty.  I consider  myself  deprived  of  my  vote  by 
being  deprived  of  the  opportunily  of  informing  my- 
self how  to  vote.  The  question  being  put,  the  house 
refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Mr.  Bond  also  asked  to  be  excused,  but  w'hat  he 
said  in  support  of  the  request  was  totally  inaudible 
to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Cushing  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
the  question,  for  the  folio  wing  reasons:  the  commit- 
tee of  elections  (said  Mr.  C.)  present  to  the  honse 
a resolution,  on  which  the  members  are  called  to 
vote.  That  resolution  affirms  that  certain  gentle- 
men are  entitled  to  seats  in  the  house  from  the  state 
of  New  Jersey.  This  proposition  involves  many 
complicated  questions  ot  law,  and  is  founded  on  a 
vast  mass  of  evidence;  and  I am  called  on  as  a 
judge  in  the  matter,  under  the  constitution,  to  de- 
cide thereon.  I cannot  decide  these  questions  of 
law  without  opportunity  for  consideration,  which 
has  not  yet  been  given  to  me.  I cannot  decide  the 
question’s  of  fact  without  hearing  or  reading  the 
evidence,  which,  however,  has  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted to  me  for  that  purpose.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, I cannot  conscientiously  vote  either  yea  or 
nay;  for  I do  not  and  cannot  know  on  which  side 
the  truth  lies.  1 am  in  the  condition  of  the  Ro- 
man judges,  when  they  returned  a verdict  of  non  li- 
quet. Thus  situated,  I cannot  and  I will  not  vote 
on  the  question;  but  out  of  respect  to  the  house  I 
ask  them  to  excuse  me,  for  the  reasons  1 have  as- 
signed. Mr.  C.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Profit  referred  to  the  contr* dictory  state- 
ments of  the  two  reports.  He  had  attentively  lis- 
tened to  them  both,  and  his  mind  had  been  balanc- 
ing on  the  subject,  and  for  this  reason  he  had  this 
morning  called  for  the  reading  of  the  testimony. 
He  asked  to  be  excused,  but  it  the  request  was  re- 
jected, he  should  refuse  to  vote.  If  this  were  a 
question  of  dollars  and  cents  merely,  the  house 
could  not  refuse;  how  much  less  when  it  involved 
such  great  principles  and  such  serious  consequen- 
ces? Mr.  P.  was  not  excused. 


Mr.  Calhoun  said:  I ask  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
for  three  reasons,  and  in  thiee  words.  The  reasons 
are,  that  I profess  to  be  guided  by  my  conscience, 
by  the  constitution  and  by  evidence;  to  all  of  which 
I should  do  violence  should  I vote  under  existing 
circumstances  on  either  side  of  this  question.  Mr. 
C.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Belt  said  he  could  not  ask  to  be  excused,  for 
he  was  utterly  unable  to  vote,  and  as  it  was  not  his 
duty  to  vote  under  such  circumstances,  there  was 
nothing  to  be  excused  from. 

Mr.  Saltonstall,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  felt  im- 
pelled, by  a sense  of  duty,  to  ask  to  be  excused 
fiom  voting.  I am,  said  he,  wholly  unprepared  to 
vote  upon  the  resolution,  and  without  any  fault  or 
neglect  of  my  own.  The  house  will  recollect  that 
I took  a lively  interest,  and  had  a decided  opinion 
upon  the  question  which  agitated  us  seven  or  eight 
months  ago,  as  to  the  right  of  the  regularly  return- 
ed members  to  seats.  Since  that  time  I have  known 
nothing  of  the  progress  of  the  controversy.  I have 
not  read  any  statements  upon  the  subject,  and  have 
not  had  ten  minutes’  conversation  with  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  upon  the  evidence  in  the  case, 
or  the  questions  which  it  presented.  How,  then, 
can  I now  vote?  How  can  I undertake  to  decide 
who  are  entitled  to  the  seats? 

What  is  the  state  of  the  case?  Several  months 
ago  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  committee:  they 
have  been  ever  since  engaged  in  its  examination. 
This  morning  they  have  presented  majority  and 
minority  reports,  the  reading  of  which  has  occupi- 
ed several  hours.  These  reports  refer  frequently  to 
the  evidence  and  to  their  own  journal.  The  volume 
of  evidence  which  you,  sir,  have  just  informed  us 
contains  nearly  700  pages,  was  laid  upon  your  table 
with  the  reports,  this  morning.  It  has  not  yet  been 
placed  upon  ours;  neither  has  the  journal,  another 
large  volume.  We  have  had  no  opportunity  to  read 
a word  of  either.  This  is  a most  complicated  case, 
presenting  very  important  legal  questions,  upon 
w hich  an  able  committee,  composed  of  professional 
gentlemen,  are  divided  in  opinion.  After  a careful 
and  laborious  examination,  they  have  come  to  dif- 
ferent results — a bare  majority  deciding  that  certain 
persons  are  entitled  to  se'ds  in  this  house,  which 
the  minority  of  the  committee  are  of  opinion  belong 
to  other  gentlemen.  I listened  attentively  to  the 
reading  of  the  reports,  until  I found  that  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case  without  examining  the  evidence, 
not  doubting  that  an  opportunity  would  be  allowed 
us  for  that  purpose.  I cannot  vote  understanding^ 
upon  the  resolution.  I cannot  undertake  to  decide 
a case  which  i have  hod  no  opportunity  to  examine, 
without  the  hazard  of  doing  flagrant  injustice.  I 
therefore  respectfully  ask  that  I may  be  excused 
from  voting.  Mr.  S.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Slade  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  in  this 
case,  because  it  is  morally  impossible  to  render  a 
judgment  without  being  in  possession  of  the  case. 
Mr.  S.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  G.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  respectfully  asked 
the  house  to  excuse  him  from  voting  on  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  of 
elections  in  favor  of  Mr.  Vroom  and  the  other  lour 
gentlemen  associated  with  him  as  entitled  to  seats 
in  the  house  as  representatives  from  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  not  from  any  disposition  to  avoid  the 
responsibility  of  adjudging  the  case,  but  lor  the 
following  reasons,  viz: 

1st.  Because  he  understands  the  other  gentlemen 
claiming  the  same  seats  are  desirous  to  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  in  support  of  their  right;  and 
it  has  been  a universal  usage  to  allow  gentlemen 
placed  in  such  circumstances  this  privilege. 

2d.  Because  he  considers  the  house  in  passing  on 
said  resolution  to  be  acting  as  a court  and  himself 
as  a judge,  arid  that  as  such  he  is  sworn  to  decide 
according  to  the  law  and  evidence  of  the  case.  He 
has  never  read  the  testimony  in  the  case.  He  has 
had  no  opportunity  until  this  day  to  understand  the 
points  on  which  the  several  parties  rely  for  a main- 
tenance oftheir  rights.  And  since  then  he  has  had  no 
opportunity  of  reading  and  examining  the  evidence 
bearing  upon  the  points  which  arise  in  the  case.  If 
a judge  of  an  ordinary  court  w ere  to  proceed  to  ren- 
der a judgment  under  such  circumstances,  I think 
he  would  be  justly  liable  to  impeachment.  Where- 
fore, not  understanding  the  case  himself,  and  not 
having  had  an  oppoitunity  to  understand  it,  he  asks 
to  be  excused  from  doing  an  act  which  he  would 
consider  as  corrupt,  and  an  impeachable  offence  il 
committed  by  a judge  or  a court.  Mr.  D.  was  not 
excused. 

Mr.  Stanly  hoped  no  more  excuses  would  be  ask- 
ed for.  He  would  ask  for  none.  Let  the  majority 
consummate  their -work. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  Mr.  Hoisted  and 
his  colleagues  be  now  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 


The  chair  pronounced  the  motion  not  to  be  now 
in  order. 

Mr.  Mason  thereupon  took  an  appeal. 

The  question  was  immediately  put,  and  the  de- 
cision ot  the  chair  was  sustained  without  a count. 

Mr.  Evans  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting  on  the  resolution,  because  the 
majority  had  relused  to  permit  the  evidence  on 
which  it  w'as  predicated  to  be  read.  He  said  that 
the  evidence  was  in  the  possession  of  the  house, 
but  that  the  members  of  the  house  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  read  it,  nr  hear  it  read,  since  it  was  com- 
municated in  the  morning;  that  the  question  which 
he  was  called  on  to  decide  by  his  vote  was  a ju- 
dicial one;  that  he  could  only  vote  intelligently 
upon  it,  after  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  facts,  and  that,  if  he  voted  w'ithout  a knowledge 
of  the  facts,  he  was  voting  in  the  dark;  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  he  could  not  vote  conscien- 
tiously, and  did  not  see  how  the  majority  could  jus- 
tify themselves  to  their  consciences  cr  to  the  coun- 
try, for  voting  upon  such  a question,  or  compel- 
ling others  to  vote  upon  it,  in  entire  ignorance  of 
the  facts.  He  therefore  hoped  the  house  would  ex- 
cuse him.  Mr.  C.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Alford,  of  Georgia,  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  the  question  before  the  house.  He 
said  the  rudest  nation  of  savages  never  dishonored 
the  name  of  man  by  condemning  a fellow  being 
without  hearing  the  evidence.  It  has  been  reserv- 
ed (he  said)  for  an  American  congress,  who  claim 
to  be  civilized  and  intelligent  men,  to  set  an  ex- 
ample essentially  violative  of  every  principle  of 
justice.  You  demand  a decision  of  this  question 
and  refuse  the  hearing  of  the  proof.  I demand  the 
right  to  hear  it.  I have  not  heard  or  seen  it.  I 
could  not.  It  is  now'  produced  for  the  first  time. 
This  is  a judicial  trial.  I am  one  of  the  judges; 
my  associate  judges  require  me  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  refuse  to  allow  me  to  read  or  hear  the 
proof.  You  dishonor  me  by  your  conduct.  I will 
not  submit  to  your  tyrannical  dictation  of  perjury 
against  my  conscience.  He  that  conceals  or  sup- 
presses the  truth  under  oath  is  as  guilty  of  perjury 
as  if  he  swore  to  a positive  falsehood.  And  the 
most  charitable  conclusion,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, is,  that  the  evidence  is  against  you.  This  is 
despotism  with  a vengeance.  But  I will  not  sub- 
mit to  it3  rude  and  insulting  enforcement  against 
me.  I would  suffer  death  before  I would  submit. 

I prefer  that  what  little  is  known  of  me  in  the  fu- 
ture should  be  consecrated  by  martyrdom  for  the 
laws  ar.d  constitution  of  my  country,  than  it  should 
be  said  or  written  I yielded  for  a moment  to  the 
tyranny  of  a despotism  so  unreasonable  and  unjustv 
Mr.  A.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Evans  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  tes- 
timony had  been  read.  The  speaker.  It  has  not. 
Mr.  Evans.  Is  the  testimony  reported  to  the 
house,  and  now  on  the  speaker’s  table?  The  speaker. 
It  is.  Mr.  Evans.  I will  thank  the  chair  to  state 
of  how  many  pages  it  consists.  The  speaker, 
(taking  up  a printed  volume).  It  consists  of  over 
COO  pages.  Mr.  Evans.  Will  the  chair  state  when 
the  testimony  w as  laid  upon  the  table?  The  speaker. 
To-day.  Mr.  Evuns.  As  I am  required  to  vote 
upon  this  question,  and  am  utterly  unable  to  do  so 
uriderstandingly,  without  reading  the  testimony,  I 
ask  that  it  may  be  read.  [Several  voices  in  all 
parts  of  the  hall — no;  “no”].  The  speaker.  It 
cannot  be  read  but  by  consent  of  the  house.  [“No, 
no,”  from  all  parts  of  the  house,  by  administra- 
tion members.  “Read,  read,”  by  whig  members], 

Mr.  Evans.  If  I cannot  be  permitted  to  hear 
the  testimony,  I shall  not  vole  upon  it.  After 
what  has  occurred,  I do  not  ask  to  be  excused.  1 
will  not  vole. 

Mr.  Bolts.  In  order  to  correct  any  misappre- 
hension that  may  arise  from  the  statement  of  the 
speaker  that  the  testimony  was  laid  upon  the  table 
to-day,  1 desire  to  state  that  it  was  laid  upon  the 
speaker’s  table  to-day,  but  has  not  yet  been  laid  on 
the  members’  tables;  nor  has  it  been  seen  by  more 
than  nine  members  of  the  house,  and  they  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bell.  1 have  never  seen  it.  [“Nor  I,  nor 
I,”  from  all  parts  of  the  house], 

Mr.  Lewis  wanted  to  ask  a question  from  Mr. 
Campbell,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  elections. 
Mr.  Stanly  objected. 

[Great  confusion,  and  cries  of  “no,  no!  order?” 
“yes,  yes!  let  him  ask!”  No,  I object”]. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Virginia,  asked  to  be  excused. — 
Though  he  could  not  promise  himself  a better  fate 
than  those  who  had  preceded  him,  yet  he  deemed 
it  respectful  to  appeal  to  the  house  to  excuse  him. 
If  (he  majority,  without  knowing  or  hearing  the 
testimony,  were  willing,  as  judges,  to  pronounce 
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upon  it,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  to  the  toms 
of  parliamentary  proceeding,  to  justice,  and  lo  de- 
cency, and  would  sutler  themselves  to  be  forced 
blindfold  to  the  decision  of  a case  they  had  not 
heard,  they  must  excuse  others  who  had  too  much 
self-respect  to  follow  them.  Gentlemen  might  be 
content  with  sinking  their  own  character  and  the 
character  of  this  body,  without  insisting  on  drag- 
ging others  alter  them.  How  would  they  stand  in 
the  view  of  the  nation?  To  try  the  rights  of  a 
state  of  the  union  on  testimony  never  read,  printed, 
or  heard?  and  judge  it  upon  a single  vote  given  in 
a committee?  Two  hundred  and  forty  free  repre- 
sentatives surrendering  their  judgments  to  the 
keeping  of  one  committee  man!  Mr.  H.  was  called 
to  order,  and  concluded  by  saying  he  would  have 
no  part  in  so  detestable  a farce.  Mr.  H.  was  not 
excused. 

Mr.  Rariden  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
the  grounds  following: — That  the  only  evidence 
which  lias  been  laid  belore  this  house,  or  that  he  had 
ever  seen,  pertaining  to  the  rights  of  the  claimants 
to  the  New  Jersey  scats,  is  the  certificate  of  the  go- 
vernor of  New  Jersey,  with  the  seal  affixed,  certi- 
fying to  the  rights  of  five  gentlemen  to  the  seats. — 
Nothing  has  been  laid  before  the  house  as  evidence 
to  impeach  the  certificate,  or  the  right  ol  those  five 
gentlemen.  Common  rumor  has  impeached  it  on 
one  hand,  and  the  same  common  rumor  sustained  it. 
Five  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  this  house, 
in  their  report  to  this  house,  impeach  the  certificate 
of  the  governor,  and  affirm  the  right  of  five  other 
gentlemen  to  the  seals,  upon  evidence  which  they 
affirm  was  brought  before  them.  Four  others  of 
the  same  committee  vindicate  the  certificate  ol  the 
governor  and  reaffirm  the  right  of  the  first  named 
gentlemen  upon  the  same  evidence;  and  he  could 
not  decide  betw  een  these  conflicting  claims  and  con- 
flicting reports,  and  affirm  the  right  of  the  now  sit- 
ting members,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  except 
the  governor’s  certificate,  which  certifies  the  right 
of  five  others.  Mr.  R.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Rives  wished  to  make  a proposal  to  the  house. 

The  chair  said  it  could  be  done  only  by  general 
consent. 

[Loud  dissent.  Cries  of  “no,  no,  sit  down,  not 
in  order.”] 

Mr.  Rives  endeavored  to  proceed,  but  his  voice 
was  drowned  in  the  Babel-like  din  of  sounds. 

Mr.  Ogle  said  he  w ished  to  vote  oil  his  ow  n judg- 
ment, and  not  on  that  of  other  men.  The  commit- 
tee were  evenly  balanced,  four  against  four,  until 
a week  or  two  ago,  Mr.  P.  F.  Thomas , of  Md.  had 
been  added.  Mr.  O.  with  all  respect  [or  that  gen- 
tleman, was  not  to  be  bound  by  his  solitary  vote  in 
committee,  nor  by  the  report  of  any  committee 
under  Heaven.  He  must  judge  for  himself.  Mr. 
O.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  W ■ Cost  Johnson  asked  to  be  excused.  He 
thought  the  w hole  proceeding  fraught  with  the  most 
alarming  evils,  and  likely  to  set  a most  pernicious 
precedent  for  the  future.  Whenever  high  party 
times  occurred,  this  case  would  be  called  up  as 
sanctioning  the  abuse  of  power.  The  rights  of  a 
sovereign  and  patriotic  state  were  involved,  and,  as 
a state  rights  man,  he  never  could  yield  his  assent 
to  such  a proceeding.  It  was  not  only  a violation 
of  state  rights,  but  an  infringement  on  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice  and  every  safeguard  of  freedom. — 
Mr.  J.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Hawes  and  Mr.  Triplett  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  the  resolution  reported  by  tlie  com- 
mittee of  elections,  for  the  following  reasons:  1st. 
They  are  not  informed  of  the  lacts  of  the  case. — 
2d.  They  have  had  no  opportunity  of  gaining  any 
information  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  3d.  That 
everv  usage  of  this  house,  so  far  as  they  know,  is 
overturned  and  violated  by  the  whole  proceedings 
in  the  case.  They  state  that  the  only  knowledge 
they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  gaining  of  ttie 
facts  of  the  case  is  from  the  reading  at  the  clerk’s 
table  of  the  reports  of  five  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions in  support  of  the  resolution,  and  four  of  the 
committee  in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  both  of 
which  reports  are  long,  both  of  which  take  many 
and  contradictory  positions,  both  of  which  reports 
differ  widely  in  tacts  and  arguments,  and  both  of 
which  reler  to  testimony  which  they  have  neither 
seen  nor  had  an  opportunity  of  reading,  hearing,  or 
considering.  That  they  consider  it  their  duty,  in 
sitting  in  judgment  between  the  parties  claiming 
seats  in  this  house,  that  the  following  proceedings 
should  be  observed,  to  w it:  1st.  That  the  evidence 
taken  by  the  parties  to  support  their  respective 
claims  should  be  read  or  printed,  so  as  to  afford  a 
fair  and  reasonable  opportunity  to  each  member  to 
understand  it.  2d.  That  the  parlies  should  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  by  themselves  or 
counsel,  in  such  reasonable  manner  as  to  enable 
them  to  present  the  facts  and  arguments  of  their 
case.  In  consideration  that  they  neither  know  the 


facts  of  the  case,  nor  have  find  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  them,  and  that  the  entire  proceeding  vio- 
lates all  the  forms,  usages  and  principles  which 
should,  in  their  judgment,  be  observed,  they  respect- 
fully ask  to  be  excused  from  voting.  Mr.  H.  and 
Mr.  T.  were  not  excused. 

Mr.  Campbell , of  Tennessee,  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  this  question.  “The  evidence  upon 
which  the  reports  are  founded  has  not  been  pub- 
lished or  printed,  nor  has  it  been  read  to  this  house. 

I have  not  seen  or  heard  the  evidence,  and  cannot 
decide  which  set  of  claimants  is  entitled  to  seats.  I 
understand  that  the  claimants  for  seats  wish  to  ap- 
pear at  the  bar,  by  themselves  or  by  counsel,  and 
show  their  rights  to  seats,  but  the  previons  question 
has  been  sustained  by  a majority,  which  cuts  off 
the  reading  of  the  evidence  and  the  right  of  the 
parties  to  appear  in  defence  of  their  claim  to  seats. 
Acting  now  in  a judicial  capacity,  under  the  so- 
lemn obligation  ot  an  oath,  I cannot  do  justice  to 
my  own  conscience  or  to  the  parties  concerned  by 
giving  my  vote  for  or  against  tiie  resolution  now 
before  the  house.”  Mr.  C.  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Fillmore  appealed  to  his  friends  to  prefer  no 
more  requests  to  be  excused;  they  were  utterly 
vain.  Let  gentlemen  complete  their  work,  anci 
then  answer  it  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  moved  to  adjourn;  but  the 
house,  by  yeas  and  nays,  refused  the  motion:  yeas 
75,  nays  1U7. 

The.question  was  now,  at  length,  obtained;  and 
being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  leport  of  the  com- 
mittee, (which  declares  the  members  now  sitting 
to  have  been  duly  elected,  and  entitled  to  seats), 
was  decided  as  fohows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Allen,  H.  J.  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  A.  V. 
Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  W.  O.  Butler,  Bynum,  J. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Crary,  Dana,  T.  Davee,  J.  Davis,  J.  W. 
Davis,  Doan,  Doig,  Dromsroole,  Duncan,  Earl,  East- 
man, Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith, 
Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  J.  Hill, 
of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holleman,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Jameson,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Keinble,  Lead  better,  Leo- 
nard, Lucas,  McCulloh,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marehand, 
Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Newliard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Prentiss.  Ramsey,  Reynolds,  Rliett,  Rives, 
Edward  Rogers,  Samuels,  Thos.  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumpter,  Swearingen,  Sweeny,  Tay- 
lor, F.  Thomas,  P.  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thompson,  Turney, 
Vanderpoel,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Wattersou,  Wick,  J.  \V. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Worthington — 102. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Botts,  Briggs,  Carter,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranson,  Fillmore,  Goggin, 
Green,  Hawes,  Janies  Mason,  Morgan,  Ogle, Osborne, 
Pope,  Ridgeway,  T.  Smith,  Toland,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams — 22. 

So  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  house  then,  at  half  past  9 o’clock  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  17.  The  first  hour  after  the  meeting 
of  the  house  was  occupieil  with  propositions  to 
amend  the  journal;  a very  desultory  and  protracted 
conversation  was  occasioned  by  motions  to  amend, 
and  disputes  as  to  how  the  facts  really  stood.  At 
length  the  journal  was  so  far  corrected  as  apparent- 
ly to  satisfy  all  parties. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  but 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  superseded  the 
motion  by  rising  to  a question  of  privilege,  and 
thereupon  moved  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
elections  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  dis- 
puted election  in  the  Massachusetts  6th  district, 
there  being  no  evidence  whatever  before  the  com- 
mittee oti  that  subject.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore  made  a report  on  the  Pennsylvania 
election,  concluding  with  a resolution  that  Mr. 
Naylor  had  been  duly  elected.  Mr.  Medill,  from  a 
minority  of  the  committee,  make  a counter-report. 
Both  these  reports  w ere  laid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKay  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  they 
were  laid  on  the  table,  the  vote  of  less  than  two 
thirds  would  avail  to  take  them  up  lor  considera- 
tion? 

The  chair  said  that,  as  they  pertained  to  a ques- 
tion of  privilege,  a majority  could  at  any  time  take 
them  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
call  up  these  reports  on  Satuiday. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  was  far  from  his  own  in- 
tention, unless  they  had  previously  been  printed 
and  laid  on  the  tables  of  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Petrikin  inquired  whether,  as  the  testimony 
had  long  since  been  printed  lor  the  committee,  it 
had  not  been  laid  on  the  tables? 

Mr.  Campbell  explained  in  reply. 

Mr.  Botts  inquired  whether  these  reports  would 
be  attached  to  each  other,  so  as  to  go  out  to  the 
country  together? 


The  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  make  a personal  explanation  in  re- 
lation to  a foul  fiaud  or  base  forgery  which  he  un- 
derstood had  been  practised  on  his  flunking  p, ivi- 
lege.  Mr.  G.  stated  that,  after  the  adjournment  of 
this  house  last  night,  lie  had  received  by  mail  a 
highly  respectable  journal  published  in  Asheville, 
North  Carolina,  within  his  own  district,  called  the 
Highland  Messenger,  in  which  he  was  surprised  and 
astonished  to  find  the  followingstatement: 

“We  have  more  than  once  taken  occasion  to  ad- 
vert lo  the  recklessness  manifested  by  political  par- 
tisans of  the  present  day.  Our  attention  has  been 
called  to  this  subject  again  by  several  packages  re- 
cently coming  to  this  district  under  the  frank  of 
James  Giaham,  representative  in  congress,  contain- 
ing copies  ol  Dr.  Duncan’s  speech.  These  packers 
were  no  more  sent  by  Mr.  Graham  than  they  were 
sent  by  us.  His  name  has  either  been  forged,  or 
the  packets  broken  open  and  the  doctor’s  speech 
put  in  them  after  he  sent  them  to  tlie  post  office. 
In  either  case  it  evinces  a desperation  which  we 
would  charitably  hope  is  without  a parallel  in  our 
country's  history.” 

After  Mr.  Graham  had  read  the  above  extract,  he 
stated  he  w as  w ell  acquainted  with  the  char  acter  of 
the  editors  of  the  Highland  Messenger,  (the  rev. 
Mr.  McAnally  and  Mr.  Joshua  Roberts).  They 
w ere  both  gentlemen  of  as  much  veracity  and  honor 
as  any  in  North  Carolina  or  North  America.  One 
of  them  Mr.  Joshua  Roberts,  was  the  clerk  of  a su- 
perior court,  and  an  excellent  judge  of  different 
hand- writings,  and  particularly  well  acquainted  with 
his  (Mr.  G’s)  hand-writing.  Mr.  Roberts  at  first 
sight  detected  ar.d  exposed  this  villanous  imposition 
in  his  useful  paper.  Mr.  G.  stated  that  he  was 
generally  very  careful  to  guard  against  imposition, 
and  rarely  franked  a bundle  of  any  papers  without 
first  examining  one  of  the  packages.  Mr.  Speaker, 
(said  Mr.  G. ) I do  not  believe  I ever  did,  and  I 
know  I never  intended  to  send  or  frank  a speech  of 
Dr.  Duncan’s  to  any  human  being  in  my  life;  and 
1 now  pronounce  any  and  ali  letters  or  papers  co- 
vering copies  of  Dr.  Duncan’s  speech,  under  the 
frank  of  my  name,  to  be  foul  frauds,  or  base  lon'e- 
ries.  This  brief  explanation  is  due  to  myself  and 
my  constituents,  as  well  as  the  house  and  the 
country. 

The  house  now,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Petrikin,  went 
again  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  In- 
dian bill. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  discuss- 
ed, which  occupied  the  committee  till  the  hour  of 
recess. 

Evening  session.  The  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Hopkins  (pro  tern.)  in 
in  the  chair,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  In- 
dian appropriation  bill,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Jones,  ol  Va.  ap- 
propriating $36,265  40  for  ihe  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Btockbridge  and 
Munsee  tribes  of  Indians,  made  the  3rd  day  ol  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  arid  ratified  May  the  16th,  1840. 

A very  long  and  animated  debate  followed,  in 
which  Messsrs.  Davis,  of  Ky.  Barnard,  Evans,  Vun- 
derpoel,  Mams,  Jones,  R.  Garland,  Biddle,  McKay, 
Rhelt,  M.  Ji.  Cooper,  Connor  and  Mason,  ol  Ohio) 
participated. 

Alter  which,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  at 
the  end  thereof  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  lor  hold- 
ing a treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  (including 
the  different  interests  and  divisions  which  exist 
among  them).  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  address  the 
committee,  but,  after  some  time,  no  quorum  being 
present,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  chairman  re- 
ported that  fact  to  the  house. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and,  by  yeas  26, 
nays  70,  was  negatived. 

A call  of  the  house  was  ordered;  after  which,  (a 
quorum  being  present),  the  house  again  went  into 
committee,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  In- 
dian appropriation  bill. 

The  debate  on  the  amendment  was  continued  at 
great  length;  alter  which,  the  question  was  put,  but 
no  quorum  voted.  It  was  understood,  however, 
that  the  amendment  should  be  considered  as  agreed 
to,  (the  right  being  reserved  to  members  to  vote 
upon  it  in  the  house). 

Several  amendments  (having  reference  to  private 
claims)  were  offered  and  agreed  to. 

It  was  now  one  o’clock,  and  the  committee  being 
without  a quorum,  and  having  repoited  that  fact, 
various  ineffectual  motions  were  made  for  a call  of 
the  house,  lo  adjourn.  See. 

And  finally,  at  a quarter  before  two  o’clock,  the 
house  adjourned. 
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Adjournment  of  congress.  The  first  session  of  the 
26ih  congress  was  brought  to  a close  at  2 o’clock,  P. 
M.  on  Tuesday  the  21st  inst.  having  continued  seven 
months  and  twenty-two  days.  This  session  will  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  that  has  been 
held  since  the  formation  of  the  government.  The  for- 
tification, army,  naval,  Indian  and  West  Point  appro- 
priation bills,  were  all  passed  on  the  eve  of  the  session. 
By  amendments  to  the  three  former,  the  president  is  au- 
thorised to  suspend  the  appropriations  to  any  extent  he 
may  deem  proper. 

Army.  Seven  companies  of  the  8th  regiment,  U.  S. 
infantry,  under  command  of  col.  Worth,  arrived  here 
to-day,  from  Fort  Crawford,  (Prairie  Du  Chien),  in  the 
steamers  Pre-emption  and  Malta.  They  will  remain  at 
Jefferson  barracks  until  September,  when,  it  is  under- 
stood they  will  start  for  Florida.  There  are  about  550 
in  number,  and  we  do  not  remember  of  ever  seeing  a 
finer  body  of  men.  [St.  Louis  Gazelle , July  11. 

Allentown,  Lehigh  county,  Pa.  has  now  a popula- 
tion of  2,489. 

Banks.  No  act  has  passed  for  continuing  bank- 
ing powers  to  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia. — 
Tire  resolution  for  extending  banking  powers  till  the  4th 
day  of  March  next  to  such  banks  as  should  resume  and 
continue  specie  payments  (a  small  boon,  indeed,  but 
still  a symptom  of  relenting  tyranny)  which  passed  the 
senate  on  Monday,  was  not  taken  up  at  all  in  the  house 
of  representatives.  Strenuous  efforts  were  made  by 
those  sterling  friends  of  this  District,  Mr.  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson  and  Mr.  Jenifer  to  get  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  taken  up,  and  a majority  of  the  members  of  the 
house  were  willing  to  take  it  up.  Bui  the  consent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  was  necessary  to  get 
at  it,  and  the  obduracy  of  the  friends  of  the  hard  mo- 
ney anti-bank  policy  could  not  be  subdued  even  by  the 
prayers  of  a suffering  people.  The  banks  are  left  to 
wind  up  their  affairs,  and  get  their  money  in,  as  best 
they  can.  [Nat.  Intel. 

The  Charleston  Patriot  of  the  17th  inst.  says: — We 
understand  that  a demand  was  yesterday  made  by  the 
Bank  of  Charleston  on  the  Union  bank,  of  this  city,  for 
sixty  thousand  dollars  in  the  bills  of  that  bank,  which 
was  promptly  paid  in  specie. 

The  banks  at  Charleston  have  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments. 

Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.  has  1,361  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  Camanche  Indians,  it  is  said,  number  20,000 
fighting  men. 

Cotton.  At  Charleston,  S.  C.  1,240  bags  sold  on  the 
18th  at  6 l-2a9  1-2;  at  Mobile  on  the  14th  600  bales  at 

6 l-4a9  1-2. 

New  Orleans , 13t7t  July.  Only  333  bales  arrived  since 
the  7th— 14,150  bales  have  been  cleared,  mostly  for 
Liverpool  and  Havre — about  1,000  for  home  consump- 
tion. Stock  on  hand,  66,000  bales. 

Liverpool , 30th  June.  Imports  of  cotton  into  Liver- 
pool since  1st  January,  881,000  bales  against  659,000 
in  the  first  six  months  of  last  year.  Supply  from  the 
U.  States  739,000,  being  an  increase  of  227,000  bales. 
Stock  in  this  port  estimated  at  430,000  bales,  against 
511,000  at  same  period  last  season.  Slock  of  Ameri- 
can about  330,000  less  than  it  was. 

Sales  for  the  week,  ended  19th  inst.  38,260  bales — 
for  that  ended  26th  inst.  32.390  bales;  of  the  latter  8,720 
were  Upland  at  4 3-4a6  1-2;  10,090  Orleans  at  4 3-8a 

7 3-4;  8,290  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  4 3-4a6  1-2;  and 
690  Sea  Island  at  12a28d.  per  lb.  Of  this,  8,500  bales 
were  taken  on  speculation.  On  Saturday,  the  27th, 
the  business  was  estimated  at  7,000  bales;  yesterday 
about  the  same  quantity,  upwards  of  5,000  baleshav- 
ing been  taken  on  speculation  during  the  two  days. 
Tne  speculative  demand  continues,  as  well  as  a fair 
enquiry  from  the  trade.  Fair  qualities  may  be  quoted 
5 3-4a6  l-3d.  per  lb.  and  the  range  of  prices  4 3-4u5  3-4 
and  7d.  except  for  fancy  lots  of  Orleans. 

Liverpool,  July  3 d.  There  has  again  been  a large 
business  done  in  American  descriptions.  The  specu- 
lators have  been  the  principal  operators,  the  trade  hav- 
ing only  taken  out  their  regular  supplies.  Yesterday 
and  to-day  much  less  has  been  doing  but  the  market 
closes  steadily  at  an  advance  upon  the  lowest  sales  of 
the  early  part  of  last  week  of  1-4J.  per  lb.  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  fair  qualities,  and  l-8d.  in  the  good  fair  and 
good.  Brazils,  Egyptians  and  Surats  have  been  in 
more  request,  and  prices  have  been  fully  supported. 
5,700  American  have  been  forwarded  into  the  country 
unsold  during  the  last  month.  The  imports  of  the  week 
have  been  56,563  bags.  The  sales  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, including  16,500  American  taken  on  speculation, 
and  1,2S0  American  and  150  Surat  for  export,  amount 
to  44,490  bags. 

Cumberland,  Md.  has  now  a population  of  2,384 — 
being  an  increase  of  1,222  since  1830. 

Deaths  reported  for  the  week  ending  11th  instant,  in 
New  York  146;  Philadelphia  124;  Baltimore  36;  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  17;  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  7. 

For  the  week  ending  the  18th,  at  New  York  ; at 
Philadelphia  163,  of  which  69  were  under  two  years 
of  age;  at  Baltimore  51,  of  which  15  were  colored  per- 
sons. 

Dancing.  Miss  Elssler  having  performed  before 
overflowing  houses  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Washington,  is  now  showing  her  graces  to  the  Balti- 
moreans. 


Taglroni  is  creating  a great  sensation  in  London  in 
the  bailet  L'Ombre,  in  which  she  represents  the  shade. 
A morning  paper  thus  speaks  of  her — “The  graceful, 
the  fairy-like  Tuglioni — the  poetess  of  the  dance,  whose 
every  step  is  the  impersonation  of  the  beautiful  ideal, 
the  incarnation  of  the  beautiful,  danced  as  usual,  with 
her  unequalled  expression.  She  glided  over  the  stage 
like  a phantom  of  the  brain;  and  when  she  vanished 
it  was  not  the  departure  of  anything  created — she  ab- 
solutely appeared  to  dissolve.  Unconsciously  the  flow- 
ers bore  her  weight,  and  the  waters  were  undisturbed 
by  the  pressure  of  her  foot.  Her  dancing  was  all  poe- 
try and  soul.” 

Exchange  at  New  York  on  Philadelphia  97  1-4;  on 
Baltimore  97  3-4. 

Flour.  Prices  at  Boston  $5;  at  New  York  $4  62  for 
Genesee  and  $5  25  for  Gorgetown;  at  Philadelphia 
$4  75a$>5;  at  Baltimore  receiving  prices  $4  75a4  87  1-2 
selling  prices  $5  12  1-2;  Georgetown  the  same;  at  Mo- 
bile $5;  at  New  Orleans  t>4;  at  Wheeling  $2  75. 

Exports  last  week  from  Philadelphia  1,870  barrels, 
of  which  1,770  to  the  West  Indies.  In  consequence 
of  orders  received  by  the  s'eamers,  16,000  barrels  were 
sold  on  Monday  last  for  England  at  6 cents  advance. 
The  inspections  of  last  week  in  Baltimore  amounted 
to  5,178  barrels  and  569  half  bbls.  (For  prices  see 
wheat). 

Hartford,  Conn,  now  contains  12,793  inhabitants, 
being  an  increase  of  3,176  in  the  last  ten  years. 

Levis,  the  late  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Schuylkill,  has 
been  arrested  at  Paris  by  Mr.  Newell,  a director  of  the 
bank,  and  will  shortly  sail  for  America. 

Louisiana  election.  Returns  so  far  as  received  ex- 
hibit  the  following  results  as  compared  with  previous 
elections: 


President  Governor  Congress 

1S36.  1838.  1840. 


Parishes. 

V.  B. 

IV. 

V.  B. 

IV. 

V.B.  W. 

Avoyelles 

41 

184 

93 

235 

Ascension 

159 

50 

221 

99 

186  237 

Assumption 

84 

102 

326 

178 

181  394 

Cattahoula 

and  Caddo 

85 

66 

46 

190 

Carroll  and 

Caldwell 

63 

54 

196 

101 

Concordia 

49 

91 

4 

111 

mj.103- 

Claiborne 

26 

87 

183 

151 

E.  Faliciana 

296 

150 

290 

323 

69mj. 

E.  Baton  Rouge  214 

170 

222 

2S2 

mj.92 

Iberville 

91 

60 

184 

144 

17mj. 

Jefferson 

26 

40 

111 

220 

87  272 

Lafourche  int. 

53 

160 

128 

293 

22  280 

Livingston 

100 

100 

107 

61 

141  130 

Lafayette  and 

Madison 

153 

36 

411 

166 

Natchitoches 

174 

93 

206 

135 

433  239 

N.  Orleans 

665 

676 

1,550 

1,542 

674  1,793 

Oacbita 

129 

99 

119 

123 

Plaquemines 

44 

9 

159 

65 

25S  10 

Point  Coupee 

51 

40 

165 

44 

Umj. 

Rapides 

120 

175 

270 

367 

42mj. 

St.  Bernard 

35 

10 

179 

114 

211  72 

St.  Charles 

33 

1 

54 

29 

46  IS 

St.  John  the  Bap.  4 

0 

93 

132 

72  136 

St.  James 

22 

45 

90 

280 

13  445 

St.  Helena 

264 

60 

176 

131 

227  164 

St.  Tammany 

194 

60 

107 

113 

116  186 

St.  Mary 

63 

142 

133 

202 

86  314 

St.  Martin 

36 

109 

163 

250 

mj.223 

St-  Larndy 

165 

334 

199 

481 

330  514 

Terrebonne 

50 

95 

57 

269 

7 145 

W. Baton  Rouge  28 

80 

67 

147 

mj.  28 

W.  Feliciana 

153 

93 

189 

176 

lOlmj. 

Washington 

183 

37 

87 

166 

136  148 

3,653 

3 3S3 

6,696 

7,533 

Governor  White  ( W.)  is  re-elected  to  congress  from  the 
first  district  by  a majority  of  2,015.  The  votes  were  IS. 
D.  While  3,802;  G.  Leonard  1,757.  Mr.  White’s  ma- 
jority in  1833  was  919. 

In  the  second  district  the  vote  as  reported  stands,  J. 
B.  Dawson  administration  790;  T.  G.  Morgan  whig 
777.  Mr.  Dawson’s  majority  in  this  district  in  1838 
for  governor  was  over  800. 

In  the  third  district  Mr.  Moore  the  whig  candidate 
leads  Mr.  Winn,  administration,  above  800  votes,  as 
far  as  ascertained.  The  ddministration  districts  are  yet 
to  be  heard  from. 

The  legislature.  The  senate  stands  eight  administra- 
tion and  eight  whigs,  and  one  whig  district  to  be  heard 
from — 17  members. 

The  house,  consists  of  50  members — 14  administra- 
tion and  26  whigs,  so  far,  are  elected — 10  to  be  heard 
from. 

The  aggregate  vote  of  the  state  will  be  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  whigs. 

The  Neapolitan  indemnity.  The  seventh  instal- 
ment was  paid  in  gold  at  Naples  on  the  8th  June  and 
received  at  the  bank  of  America  in  New  York  on  the 
18th  July. 

Oats.  The  ship  Henry  sailed  from  Philadelphia 
last  week  for  London,  with  33,750  bushels  of  oats, 
which  is  a new  article  of  export  to  that  country  from 
this.  She  took  besides  1,000  bushels  corn  and  70  hhds. 
tobacco. 

Sunbury,  Pa.  ha3  a population  of  1,100  at  present. 


Sub-treasurers.  The  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
security  of  the  public  money,  by  providing  penal  enact- 
ments against  defaulting  sub-treasurers,  which  passed 
the  senate,  was  lost  in  the  house,  no  attempt  having 
been  made  to  call  it  up. 

The  Revenue.  No  bill  was  passed  to  raise  money, 
asked  for  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  meet  a de- 
ficiency of  revenue;  but  in  lieu  of  it,  a provision  has 
been  incorporated  into  three  of  the  appropriation  bills 
to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  to  exe- 
cute or  not,  at  his  pleasure,  certain  of  the  appropriations 
actually  made  by  congress.  In  the  army  appropria- 
tion bill  the  amount  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
president,  is  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  navy  and  the  fortification  appropriation  are  in  like 
manner  at  the  disposition  of  the  president. 

Among  the  bills  which  have  failed  by  not  being 
finally  acted  upon  at  the  late  session  of  congress,  is 
the  bill  for  further  securing  the  collection  of  the  duties 
on  imports,  (Mr.  Adams'  bill).  This  bill,  after  it  had 
passed  the  house,  underwent  a long  debate  in  the  se- 
nate, and  also  passed  that  body,  with  amendments, 
which  amendments  brought  the  bill  hack  to  the  house. 
Those  amendments  were  never  acted  upon,  and  so  the 
bill  was  lost.  It  is  said  that  its  passage  would  have 
added  more  than  a million  of  dollars  a year  to  the  re- 
venue. 

Slavers.  The  British  armed  schooner  Pickle  was 
seen  on  the  5th  inst.  in  full  chase  of  the  brig  Urraca, 
and  a slave  schooner,  name  unknown,  who  were  scud- 
ding for  the  port  of  Jaruco;  coast  of  Cuba. 

Stocks.  764  shares  U.  S.  bank  sold  at  New  York  on 
the  19th  at  70a70 1-4;  on  the  21st  20  shares  sold  at 
67  1-2;  at  Philadelphia  same  day,  sales  at  70u70 1-2;  at 
London  on  the  3d  inst.  U.  S.  shares  had  fallen  to  £15. 

Steamboats.  Captain  Rowe  and  James  Rowe,  of 
the  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  captain  Hancox  and  Joseph 
Lenex,  of  the  Napoleon,  which  recently  came  in  colli- 
sion in  New  York  harbor,  have  been  held  to  bail  in 
the  sum  of  $5,000  each,  to  answer  the  indictments 
found  by  the  grand  jury.  The  indictments  are  for 
“malicious  mischief.” 

Great  seizure.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the 
10th  states  that  Messrs.  Jackson,  Riddle  & Co.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia have  caused  fourteen  hundred  hhds.  of  tobac- 
co and  several  thousand  bales  of  cotton  to  be  seized  in 
New  Orleans,  which  is  supposed  to  belong  to  William 
Sidney  Warwick  of  London.  The  seizure  was  made 
on  account  of  previous  large  indebtedness  by  the  lat- 
ter to  the  former  house,  which  the  latter  has  not  dis- 
charged. 

Tobacco.  The  day  on  which  congress  adjourned , in 
the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Jenifer  gave  notice 
that,  if  by  the  first  of  January  next,  the  duties  and  restric- 
tions upon  our  tobacco  in  Europe  were  not  modified,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  laying  countervailing 
duties. 

New  Orleans,  July  13.  Tobacco  very  dull.  Prices 
have  given  way  a trifle,  holders  being  willing  to  realise, 
for  all  but  good  or  fine  descriptions  at  from  1-4  to  1-2 
cent  lower  rates.  The  stock  is  14,070  hhds. 

Liverpool,  June  30.  The  sales  of  tobacco  during 
the  month,  reach  695  hhds.  viz:  116  Virginia  leaf  and 
395  stemmed,  35  Kentucky  leaf  and  185  stemmed;  of 
these  270  hhds.  have  been  taken  for  Ireland.  77  lor  ex- 
port, and  the  remainder,  or  348  hhds.  by  manufac- 
turers. The  market  has  been  flat  throughout  the  month, 
and  prices  are  again  lower,  although  our  present 
stock  is  only  2,850  hhds.  against  5,700  same  time  last 
year. 

Bremen,  June  26.  During  the  last  few  weeks  large 
supplies  have  arrived  from  North  America,  consisting 
mostly  in  handsome  qualities.  Although  large  sup- 
plies are  shortly  expected,  and  the  purchasers  expect  to 
buy  soon  at  lower  prices,  yet  the  sales  have  been  con- 
siderable, and  consist  of  nearly  1,000  hhds.  during  last 
week  at  the  following  prices:  Maryland  common 
5 3-4,  common  brown  6 3-8,  common  and  middling 
brown  6 1-2  to  6 3-4,  brown  and  scrubs  7 1-4  to  9 1-1. 
Bay  and  Ohio  tobacco  are  without  demand,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  stock  on  hand.  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky common  5 to  6 groats;  better  6 1-4  to  7;^piu- 
ning  8 to  10,  and  superior  quality  II  to  13. 

Stems — Virginia  without  sales,  as  prices  arc  held  too 
high;  common  3 to  3 1-4,  middling  4 to  4 1-2,  line 
5 reds.  Kentucky  3 1-4  reds.  Stems  in  bales  2 to  2 1-4. 
reds. 

Utica,  N.  Y.  Population  of.  as  ascertained  12,674. 

Westchester,  Pa.  Has  now  a population  of  2,158. 

Weymouth,  Mass,  has  a population  of  3,630. 

Western  rivers.  The  Ohio  was  so  low  at 
Wheeling  on  the  18th,  that  only  the  smallest  class  of 
boats  run  from  thence  down,  and  few  attempted  to 
go  up. 

Wheat.  A cargo  of  2 700  bushels  new  from  North 
Carolina  sold  on  the  17th,  at  New  York  for  $1  07. 

In  Baltimore  parcels  had  gone  offal  $1  OSal  09fur  red, 
and  $1  15  for  prime  white. 

London.  The  general  average  prices  of  wheat  for  the 
weekending  20th  June  67s.  4d.  for  the  last  six  weeks, 
67s.  9d.  Duty  18s.  Sd.  average  for  the  week  ending 
the  30lh  73s.  lid. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  received  at  Cleave- 
land,  Ohio,  from  the  1st  September  1839,  to  the  1st  July 
1340,  if  we  allow  five  bushels  of  wheat  to  each  barrel 
of  flour,  would  amount  to  3,41 1,661  bushels  of  wheat! 
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THE  ANTARCTIC  CONTINENT. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

It  appears  by  the  annexedextract  from  the  London 
Nautical  Magazine,  that  the  Antarctic  continent,  or 
islands  pertaining  to  it,  was  seen  by  captain  Belleny, 
of  the  British  ship  Eliza  Scott,  in  the  early  parly  of 
last  year.  Captain  B.  however,  does  not  seein  to 
have  conceived  the  idea  that  the  land  he  saw  was 
part  of  a great  continent.  The  following  points  and 
reaches  of  land  at  or  near  the  Antarctic  circle  have 
been  seen  by  different  navigators. 

In  cast  longitude. 

Lon.  163.11,  seen  by  Belleny,  apparently  islands 
with  two  volcanic  craters. 

“ 154.18  to  97.45,  seen  and  coasted  by  Wilkes. 
“ 130,  seen  by  French  expedition. 

“ 47,  seen  by  Biscoe  in  1831,  and  called  Emler- 
by’s  land. 

“ 40,  apparently  islands,  seen  by  the  celebrated 
captain  Cook,  long  since. 

IVesl  longitude. 

Lon.  64  to  49,  discovered  and  coasted  by  capt.  Pal- 
mer, of  Stonington,  Conn,  in  1820  21-22.  A 
volcano  seen. 

These  outlines  of  Antarctic  geography  cannot  fail 
to  attracl  the  attention  ol  navigators  especially  whale- 
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men  and  sealers.  Thus  far,  America  is  entitled  to 
a large  share  of  the  honor  of  discoveries  in  that  di- 
rection, and  we  trust  she  will  do  her  part  towards 
completing  them.  Palmer  in  the  western  hemis- 
phere, anil  Wilkes  in  the  eastern,  have  established 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  an  immense  body  of  land 
in  each,  the  northern  shore  of  which  is  near  the  An- 
tarctic circle,  say  from  64  to  68  south.  The  next 
question  is  whether  they  are  different  parts  of  the 
same  continent,  or  whether  they  are  two  separate 
continents. 

Newly  discovered  land  in  the  southern  ocean.  The 
Messrs.  Enderby,  whose  enlightened  enterprise  is 
so  well  known  to  the  commercial  and  nautical  world, 
in  the  summer  of  last  year,  despatched  a sealing 
expedition  to  the  South  sea,  consisting  of  two  ves- 
sels, with  direction  to  their  commanders  in  the  pro- 
secution of  their  voyage  to  look  for  land  in  those  yet 
imperfectly  explored  regions.  Mr.  Belleny,  the 
master  of  the  Eliza  Scotl,  one  of  these  vessels,  has 
transmitted  the  following  particulars  of  his  success 
to  Messrs.  Endetby,  which,  through  their  kindness, 
vve  are  enabled  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

The  letter,  which  was  received  on  the  23d  tilt, 
bears  date  April  23d,  and  states  that  on  the'9th  of 
February  last,  Mr.  Belleny  fell  in  with  land  which 
had  the  appearance  of  three  large  islands  and  seve- 
ral smaller  ones  or  rocks.  Volumes  of  smoke  were 
seen  issuing  from  the  two  volcanic  craters  on  the 
centre  island.  A landing  having  been  effected,  se- 
veral pieces  ol  stone  were  picked  up  and  brought 
on  board.  Prior  to  making  the  land,  the  water  had 
assumed  a dirty  colored  appearance,  and  was  strew- 
ed with  feathers,  but  the  weather  wak  so  thick  as  to 
limit  the  view  to  1-4  of  a mile  round  the  ship.  Mr. 
Belleny  places  the  land  in  latitude  66  degrees  44 
minutes  S.  and  longitude  163  degrees  11  min.  E. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  he  had  the  gratification  of 
following  up  to  this  discovery  by  a second  in  tat.  65 
deg.  10  min.  S.  and  Ion.  117  E. 

This  occurring  in  the  night,  lie  hove  to  till  day- 
light, and  describes  the  scene  of  drift  ice,  field  ice, 
and  ice-bergs  as  the  most  extraordinary  he  had  ever 
witnessed,  with  says  he,  “evidently  land  at  the  back.” 
The  ice  was  a solid  body  to  the  southward.  Mr. 
Belleny  notices  (hat  there  had  been  a rapid  increase 
in  the  magnetic  variation.  On  the  23d  he  seemed 
to  have  reached  the  northern  edge  of  the  ice  in  longi- 
tude 93  degrees  E. — Easterly  winds  had  prevailed, 
but  there  were  then  heavy  gales  from  the  west- 
ward. [ London  Nautical  Mug. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Mahlon  D.ckerson  to  be  United  States  judge  for 
the  district  of  New  Jersey,  m i tie  place  ot  William 
Rossell,  deceased. 

James  T.  Archer  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  fur  the  vves.ern  district  of  Florida,  ill  the  place 
of  Vinton  Butler. 

Ramon  Leon  Sanches  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  Slates 
for  the  port  of  Carlhagena,  in  the  republic  ol  New 
Grenada. 

John  J.  Bailey  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Genoa,  in  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia, 
in  the  place  of  Robert  Campbell,  deceased. 

Richmond  Dennis,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Greensburg,  La.  vice  H.  P.  Womack,  resigned. 

Robert  White,  collector,  Georgetown,  D.  C.  vice 
Tlios.  Turner,  resigned. 

Robert  M.  Cornelison,  ass  stant  collector  for  the 
district  of  New  York,  to  reside  a>  Jersey  city,  N.  J. 
vice  John  J . Pmine,  appointed  during  the  recess  of 
the  senate. 

John  H.  Battie,  surveyor,  City  Point,  Virginia, 
vice  Edward  Pescud,  deceased. 

A.  H.  Wildies,  collector,  Ipswich,  Mass,  vice 
Timothy  Souther,  resigned. 

David  C.  Judson,  collector,  Oswegatchie,  N.  Y. 
vice  Smith  Stilwell,  resigned,  to  take  effect  October 
L 1840. 

William  II.  Haywood,  jr.  to  be  allorney  of  the 
United  States  for  tile  district  of  North  Carolina. 

L.  W.  Smith  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida. 

Ribert  Butler  to  be  .surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  territory  of  Florida,  tor  the  term  ot  4 years 
from  the  11th  day  of  June,  1840,  when  his  former 
commission  expired.  I 


Henry  L.  Pinckney,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.  vice  Henry  Deas,  who  declines  the 
appointment. 

Jabez  B.  Larwill,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  vice  John  Caldwell,  whose  commis- 
sion expired  on  the  5th  of  July,  1840. 

John  Caldwell,  receiver  ot  public  moneys,  Bucy- 
rus,  Ohio,  vice  Joseph  H.  Larwill,  resigned. 

Park  Dudly,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  Pal- 
myra, Missouri,  vice  Abraham  Bird,  removed. 

J.  A.  B.  Leonard,  to  be  consul  lor  the  port  of  Bar- 
celona, in  Spain,  in  the  place  of  Joseph  Borras,  to 
whom  the  Spanish  government  has  declined  issuing 
an  exequatur. 

Joseph  Binda.to  be  consul  for  the  portof  Leghon, 
in  the  place  ot  Thomas  Appleton,  deceased. 

John  Marlin  Baker,  to  be  consul  for  the  portof 
Neuvitas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Frederick  Kappel,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  States 
at  Pesth,  in  Hungary. 

John  B.  Hogan,  collector  of  Hie  customs  at  Mo- 
bile, Alabama,  reappointed  from  1st  July,  1840. 

William  B.  Snell,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  ports  of  Warren  and  Barrington,  R. 

1.  vice  Win.  Turner,  whose  commission  expired  on 
21st  June,  1840. 

Edward  James  Glasgow,  to  be  consul  of  (he  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  port  of  Guaytnas,  in  the  republic 
of  Mexico. 

Passed  midshipman  Wm.  Leigh,  to  be  a lieut.  in 
the  navy  from  the  30th  of  May,  1840. 

Passed  midshipman  Samuel  Larkin,  jr.  to  be  lieut. 
in  the  navy,  from  the  1st  July,  1S40. 

Elias  Kane,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  navy  yard  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  navy  department,  for 
four  years  from  the  14th  July,  1840,  when  his  for- 
mer commission  expired. 

Medical  staff.  By  the  army  medical  board, 
which  was  convened  on  the  1st  May  last  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  following  named  persons,  candidates  for 
appointment  as  assistant  surgeons,  were  examined 
and  approved,  viz: 

1.  Allred  W.  Kennedy,  of  Kentucky. 

2.  William  H.  Van  Burn,  of  Pennsylvania. 

3.  Joseph  K.  Barnes,  of  Pennsylvania. 

4.  John  Robertson,  of  Delaware. 

5.  Levi  H.  Holdpn,  of  Rhode  Island. 

6.  John  S.  Griffin,  of  Kentucky. 

7.  William  B.  Rowland,  of  Maryland. 

8.  Richard  F.  Simpson,  of  Virginia. 

9.  William  E.  Fullwood,  of  Georgia. 

The  first  six  names  have  been  appoinfed. 

By  the  same  boaid,  assistant  surgeon  Thomas 
Henderson,  a candidate  for  promotion,  was  examined 
and  approved. 

The  vice  presidency.  When  the  friends  of 
colonel  King  presented  ti is  name  for  the  vice  presi- 
dency, it  was  generally  believed  that  colonel  John- 
son would  decline  a re-election.  Several  dislinguised 
gentleman  were  spoken  of  for  the  situation,  and 
among  them  colonel  King  occupied  a very  prominent 
position.  His  longand  faithful  publicservice — his  un- 
wavering support  ofdemocratic  principles — hisgreat 
moral  worth  and  peculiar  qualifications  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  station,  strongly  recom- 
mended him  to  the  democracy  of  the  union.  In 
this  state  of  things  the  late  democratic  convention 
of  Alabama  presented  the  name  of  this  distinguish- 
ed senator  as  a suitable  candidate  for  (he  second  of- 
fice of  the  republic,  subject,  however,  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  national  convention.  That  convention 
having  decided  against  making  any  nomination,  we 
feel  justified  in  saying  that  neither  colonel  King, nor 
his  trends,  will  throw  the  slightest  obstacle  in  the 
way  to  prevent  a harmonious  action  of  the  whole 
democratic  party  in  this  important  election.  With 
the  hope  of  producing  this  desirable  result,  we  have 
this  day  withdrawn  the  name  of  colonel  King  from 
the  head  of  our  columns,  and  substituted  the  real 
hero  of  the  Thames,  the  gallant  colonel  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  In  doing  this  we  have  not 
acted  without  authority — we  should  not  have  ceased 
our  support  of  him,  whom  we  still  believe  to  be  the 
choice  of  the  people  of  Alabama,  had  we  not  been 
satisfied  that  they  will  make  that  sacrifice  of  their 
partialities,  which  the  good  of  the  whole  requires, 
l'he  withdrawal  of  Messrs,  Forsyth,  Polk  and  King, 
leaves  col.  Johnson  the  only  candinate  in  the  field. 

[Tuscaloosa  (Ala  ) Flag  of  the  Union. 
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Town  meeting  at  Alexandria.  At  a town 
meeting,  convened  at  the  Market  square,  on  the  7th 
of  July,  1840,  pursuant  to  public  notice  given 
through  the  Alexandria  Gazette,  and  organized  by 
appointing  the  mayor,  Edgar  Snowden,  esq.  chair- 
man, and  A.  C.  Cazenove  and  Joseph  Eaches,  se- 
cretaries. 

The  chairman  opened  the  meeting  by  stating  its 
objects  as  proposed  by  those  who  had  signed  the  re- 
quest for  its  call,  and  appealed  to  his  fellow  citizens 
to  act  on  this  occasion  with  no  reference  whatever 
to  party  views  or  political  considerations,  but  only 
as  citizens  of  Alexandria,  united  together  by  com- 
mon interests.  The  crisis,  lie  said,  was  an  impor- 
tant one,  and  it  ought  to  be  met  firmly  and  indepen- 
dently, but  with  dignity. 

On  motion  the  following  named  gentlemen,  to  wit: 

R.  H.  Miller,  J.  H.  Brent,  James  Vansant,  Turner 
Dixon  and  A.  D.  Hermon,  esqrs.  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  this  meeting,  Mr.  Brent  having  declined 
serving  for  want  of  time,  John  Grubb,  e'sq.  was  sub- 
stituted in  his  place.  The  committee  thus  constitut- 
ed, after  having  retired  a short  time,  returned,  and 
submitted  the  following  preamble  and-  resqlutions, 
which  were  supported  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, Robert  H.  Miller,  esq.  in  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress, which  was  warmly  responded  to  by  the  meet- 
ing. 

Whereas,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  provided  that  a territory,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  should  be  selected  for  the  seat  of  the 
general  government  over  which  congress  should 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction;  and  whereas  the  states 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  in  ceding  a portion  of 
their  respective  territories,  with  the  people  thereof, 
to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  congress,  must  have 
believed  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people  so  ceded,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  thus  grant- 
ed was  to  be  exercised  by  congress  in  a kind  parental 
manner,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  and 
whereas  a magnanimous  spirit  would  scorn  to  legis- 
late, except  beneficially,  for  people  deprived  of  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  who  cannot,  call  to  account 
those  who  legislate  for  them:  therefore. 

Resolved,  by  the  people  of  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria in  town  meeting  assembled,  That  we  look  upon 
the  refusal  of  congress  to  recharter  any  bank  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  contrary  to  the  well-known 
wishes  of  the  people,  and  thus  annihilating  at  a blow 
a principle  incorporated  with  the  very  existence  of  a 
commercial  community,  as  an  act  of  flagrant  and 
unmitigated  tyranny  and  oppression. 

Resolved  further.  That,  as  our  forefathers  ener- 
getically remonstrated  with  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  and  a paltry  tax  on  stamps  and  tea,  levied 
upon  a people  by  a legislature  in  which  they  were 
unrepresented,  was  deemed,  by  the  republican  spirit 
of  our  forefathers,  as  sufficient  cause  to  dare  the 
power  of  the  whole  British  empire,  so,  in  like  man- 
ner, we,  the  people  of  Alexandria,  inheritors  of  the 
blood  and  principles  of  our  revolutionary  fathers,  do 
denounce  to  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  United  States 
the  conduct  of  such  of  their  representatives  as  join- 
ed in  this  act  as  guilty  of  an  oppression  more  flagrant 
than  any  act  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
upon  the  colonies,  inasmuch  as  the  taxes  imposed 
by  parliament  claimed  to  take  but  a portion  of  the 
property  of  the  people,  whilst  this  refusal  of  con- 
gress to  recharter  our  banks  will  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  whole  property  of  the  District,  and,  to  some 
amongst  us,  utterly  destroy  it,  by7  requiring  the 
whole  property  of  the  debtor  to  pay  debts  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  liquidated  by  the  sale  of 
a part. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  District  of  Columbia  is  to 
be  held  by  congress  as  a field  for  legislative  experi- 
ments, without  our  consent;  and  if  a majority  of  that 
honorable  body  deem  it  right  to  exercise  their  inge- 
nuity in  untried  schemes  upon  the  rights  and  pro- 
perly of  the  people  of  the  District,  regardless  of 
their  welfare,  we  earnestly  and  solemnly  call  upon 
our  fellow  citizens  of  the  sevetal  states,  and  espe- 
cially upon  the  people  of  our  glorious  native  state, 
to  relieve  us  from  a political  bondage,  which  w'e 
have  borne  for  forty  years,  not  from  any  desire  of 
being  the  subject  of  federal  rule,  but  from  a willing- 
ness to  submit  to  a compact  entered  into  by  our 
forefathers,  and  deemed  necessary  for  the  general 
good. 

Resolved  finally,  That  as  we  shall  ever  hold  in 
greatful  remembrance  the  efforts  of  such  members  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress  as  struggled  to  avert  (his 
calamity  from  the  people  of  the  District,  so  likewise 
do  we  denounce  and  hold  in  abhorrence  the  names  of 
those  who,  regardless  of  the  consequences  to  us  and 
our  children,  did,  as  other  “tyrants,  feeling  power 
and  forgetting  right,”  perpetrate  upon  a defenceless 
people  an  act  (as  was  truly  said)  which  they  dare 
not  attempt  upon  their  own  constituents. 


The  preample  and  resolutions,  after,  having  been 
read  separately  and  deliberately  by  the  chairman 
of  the  meeting,  were,  each  and  all,  passed  unani- 
mously. 

On  motion  of  A.  C.  Cazenove,  esq. 

Resolved,  without  one  dissenting  vote.  That  a com- 
mittee of  thirteen,  and  the^chairman  of  this  meeting, 
be  appointed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  unanimously 
expressed  desire  of  this  meeting,  that  the  town  and 
county  of  Alexandria  be  retroceded  to  the  state  of 
Virginia  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  committee  consists  of — 

John  Roberts,  Robert  Jamison, 

A.  C.  Cazenove,  James  Vansant, 

Presley  Jacobs,  Henry  Daingerfield, 

R.  H.  Miller,  Wm.Veitch, 

James  Green,  Thomas  Semmes, 

Win.  H.  Irwin,  Turner  Dixon, 

L.  B.  Taylor. 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Ramsay,  esq. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  be  transmitted  to  each  senator  and  repre- 
sentative of  Virginia  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretaries,  be 
published  in  the  Alexandria’Gazette. 

EDGAR  SNOWDEN,  chairman. 

A.  C.  Cazenove,  > s_ 

Joseph  Eaches,  ) 

[, Alexandria  Gaz. 


A statement  exhibiting  a view  of  the  direct  trade  between 
the  Un  tied  States  and  China,  from  1821  to  1839,  con- 
taining the  aggregate  of  exports,  imports  and  tonnage, 
for  each  year,  with  the  number  of  men  and  vessels  em- 
ployed. 

■ VALUE  OF  EXPORTS  TO  CHINA. 
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Domestic  Foreign  nier- 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Importations.  The  importations  from  foreign  coun- 
tries into  the  United  States,  it  is  well  known,  have 
greatly  fallen  off  during  the  present  year.  We  find 
in  a Pliiladelphia  paper,  copied  from  the  Providence 
Journal,  the  following  comparative  statement  of 
certain  descriptions  of  goods  imported  into  this 
country  from  Liverpool,  by  which  it  will  be  seen 
how  great  has  been  the  decrease  in  the  importation 
of  cotton,  woollen  and  worsted  stuffs. 

A comparative  statement  of  the  exports  of  woollen,  cotton 
and  worsted  stuffs,  from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia and  Boston,  from  1st  January  to  19l/t  May,  in 
the  years  1839  and  1840. 

PACKAGES  OF  COTTONS. 


produce, 

&.C. 

$338,535 
429,230 
288,375 
330,466 
160.059 
242,451 
290  S62 
230,385 
260,759 
156  290 
2-14,790 
336,162 
537,774 
255.756 
335,868 
341.563 
318,973 
655  581 
430.464 


chandise, 

&o. 

$3  902.025 
5.506,138 
4,347.686 
4,970.705 
5,410.456 
2,324,193 
3,57  3 543 
1,252,417 
1,094,103 
585.903 
1,046,045 
924,360 
895.985 
754j727 
1,532,712 
852,701 
311  618 
851.021 
1,103,137 


Total. 

84.2S0.560 
5,935,368 
4,636,061 
5 301.171 
5,570.515 
2 566,644 
3,864,405 
1,482,802 
1,354,362 
742  193 
1,290,835 
1,580,522 
1,433,759 
1,010,483 
1,868.580 
1,194,264 
600.591 
1,516.602 
1 533,601 


Value  of 
imports. 
$3,111,951 

5.242.536 
6 511,425 
6,61S,502 
7,633,115 

7.422.186 
3,617,183 
5,339,103 
4 660  S47 
3 S7 8,141 
3,033,205 
5,344  907 
7,541.570 
7,892.327 

5.957.187 
7,324,816 
8.965,337 

4.764.536 
3,678,509 


TONNAGE  EMPLOYED. 


Cleared. 

Entered. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

Vessels.  Tonnage. 

Men. 

16 

6 040 

302 

15 

5,622 

281 

22 

8,135 

406 

26 

9,622 

481 

26 

9.478 

473 

35 

13,067 

653 

26 

9.563 

478 

28 

10,518 

525 

23 

8.667 

433 

36 

13  468 

673 

13 

4,956 

247 

23 

10,432 

520 

' 24 

8,950 

447 

24 

8,889 

444 

9 

3,664 

183 

27 

9.9S1 

499 

17 

6,351 

317 

22 

8,052 

400 

9 

3.501 

175 

23 

8,593 

429 

14 

5.061 

253 

ii 

4,316 

215 

19 

7.232 

361 

30 

11,149 

557 

26 

9,533 

476 

41 

15,334 

765 

22 

8,123 

405 

43 

15,550 

775 

20 

7,104 

339 

36 

13,495 

743 

15 

5.662 

265 

43 

16,445 

785 

9 

3,793 

175 

42 

16  160 

73S 

18 

7.314 

342 

29 

11,321 

512 

15 

6,419 

279 

18 

7,392 

321 

1839.  N.  Y. 

Phila. 

Bos.  | 

1840. 

N.  Y. 

Phil.  Bos. 

.Tan’ry,  4.207 

830 

662 

Jan’ry, 

2,171 

405 

92 

Feb’ry,  2,277 

279 

151 

Feb’ry, 

908 

273 

90 

March,  9S3 

181 

51 

March, 

448 

92 

23 

April,  502 

261 

15 

April, 

91 

32 

3 

May,  44S 

398 

25 

May, 

77 

174 

2 

Total,  8,417 

1,949 

904 

Total, 

3,695 

976 

215 

1840,  3,695 

976 

215 

Decrease 

in  1840,4,722 

973 

699 

PACKAGES  OF 

WOOLLENS. 

1839. 

1840. 

.Tan’ry,  1,439 

134 

228 

Jan’ry, 

573 

103 

22 

Feb’ry,  1,581 

86 

69 

Feb’iy, 

386 

19 

17 

March,  991 

90 

10 

March 

232 

42 

2 

April,  809 

98 

59 

April, 

192 

19 

18 

May,  1,464 

550 

12 

May, 

142 

16 

7 

Total,  6,284 

948 

378 

Total, 

1,525 

199 

66 

1840,  1,525 

199 

66 

Decrease 

■ in  1840, 4,759 

749 

312 

PACKAGES 

OF  WORSTED  STUFFS. 

1839. 

1840. 

Jan’ry,  538 

123 

84 

.Tan’ry 

83 

8 

4 

Feb’ry,  285 

33 

7 

Feb’ry,  36 

9 

16 

March,  447 

51 

2 

March,  58 

1 

5 

April,  506 

43 

44 

April, 

10 

5 

3 

May,  503 

159 

9 

May, 

124 

14 

3 

Total,  2,279 

414 

146 

Total, 

316 

37 

31 

1340,  316 

37 

31 

Decrease 

in  1840,  1,963 

377 

115 

From  the  above  statement  it  is  seen  1 hat  the  ex- 
portations from  Liverpool,  lor  the  year  1839  up  to 
May  19,  were: 

Cotton,  . . 11,270  packages. 

Woollen,  . . 7,610  “ 

Worsted,  . , 2,830  “ 


Total,  . . 21,719  “ 

And  that  this  year,  up  to  the  same  date: 

Cotton,  . . 4,886  packages. 

Woollen,  . . 1,790  « 

Worsted,  , . 384  “ 


Total,  . . 7,060  “ 

Making  a difference  of  15,659  packages. 

The  following  tables,  showing  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  China,  will  be  perused  with 
interest  at  the  present  period: 


American  whale  fishery.  There  are  en- 
gaged in  this  important  business,  no  less  than  49S 
ships  and  barques,  34  brigs,  7 schooners  and  one 
sloop,  belonging  to  various  ports  in  the  U.  States, 
chiefly  on  the  northeastern  coast.  Among  the  prin- 
cipal places  are  New  Bedford,  which  has  169  ships 
and  6 brigs;  Nantucket,  78  ships,  1 brig  and  3 
schooners;  Fairhaven,  43  ships  and  barges;  Sag 
Harbor,  31  do.;  New  London,  28  ships,  2 brigs,  4 
schooners,  and  1 sloop;  Warren,  17  ships;  Salem, 
do.;  Newport,  9 do.;  Stonington,  7 do.  A number 
of  places  ate  mentioned  having  from  7 vessels  to  1 
in  the  trade;  Wilmington,  Del.  the  most  southern 
port  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  having  commenc- 
ed a few  years  since,  has  five  ships  employed. 

There  were  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
the  month  of  June  last  in  33  vessels,  16,319  barrels, 
or  514,048  gallons  of  sperm  oil;  and  21,725  barrels, 
or  683,847  gallons  of  whale  oil. 

Colts’  patent  rifles  and  pistols.  Some  of 
those  arms  were  ordered  by  our  government  and 
placed  on  board  of  the  Arabian  ship  Sultanee  as  a. 
present  to  tile  imauin  of  Muscat. 

More  presents.  The  following  announcement 
under  the  Boston  ship  news  iiead,  shows  that  more 
presents  are  coming  to  the  president  in  the  shape  of 
lions. 

At  Malaga,  3d  ult.  brig  Russell,  Matthews,  for 
Philadelphia,  8th,  to  touch  at  Tangier,  and  take  on 
board  the  Moorish  lions,  a present  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  emperor  of  Morocco. 

Central  America.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  Express  that  letters  have  been  received  in  that 
city  Irom  Sizal  (Carnpeachy, ) stating  that  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, United  States,  charge  d’affairs  to  Central 
America,  had  arrived  there  with  Mr.  Catherwood, 
the  great  panoramist,  from  Guatamala,  via  Palenque. 
They  were  immediately  to  leave  for  Merida,  in  the 
Peninsula  of  Yucatan,  where  they  would  lariy  only 
a few  days,  when  they  would  return  and  einbaik 
for  New  York,  via  Havana.  The  Express  adds 

The  celebrated  voyagers  and  travellers  seemed 
highly  pleased  with  their  recent  explorations  of  these 
ancient  ruins,  so  abundant  in  Central  America  and 
Mexico;  and  although  no  developments  will  pro- 
bably take  place  foi  some  time,  or  until  it  is  prepar- 
ed and  published  in  such  a form,  whereby  they  may 
reap  the  rewards  of  their  labors,  still  Mr.  Stephens 
known  popularity  as  a writer  has  already  placed  ex- 
pectation upon  tip  toe,  for  the  result  oi  so  arduous 
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and  dangerous  an  undertaking.  In  fine,  we  look 
upon  their  discoveries  as  far  as  already  known,  as 
forming  an  important  theme  for  naturalists  and  his- 
torians to  speculate  upon  as  regards  the  earlier  set- 
tlement of  ttiis  country. 

Americans  imprisoned.  Captain  Burch,  of 
schooner.  Globe,  at  New  York,  from  St.  John’s, 
Porto  Rico,  informs  the  editor  of  the  American  that 
an  American  citizen  was  imprisoned  by  the  Spanish 
authorities.  The  brig  Virginia,  captain  Bethel,  of 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  was  laying  at  St.  Johns,  P. 
R.  After  discharging  part  of  her  cargo,  the  follow- 
ing occurrence  took  place.  While  the  mate  as  usu- 
al, was  taking  account  of  the  cargo,  as  it  was  passed 
over  the  gangway,  the  tide-waiter,  who  had  attend- 
ed the  vessel  during  the  time  of  her  discharging, 
suddenly  stepped  up  to  him,  and  took  hold  of  him 
by  the  collar  with  some  violence.  The  mate,  who 
had  given  no  provocation  lor  this,  repulsed  him 
slightly;  upon  which  the  tide-waiter,  in  a rage,  got 
hold  of  the  cook’s  axe,  and  was  making  a violent 
blow  at  him,  when  the  cook  caught  the  axe  from 
him,  and  the  mate  fell  on  him  and  gave  him,  a flog- 
ging, but  made  use  of  no  weapon.  The  day  follow- 
ing the  mate  was  called  on  shore,  and  likewise  the 
crew,  and  the  depositions  of  the  crew  taken  rela- 
tive to  the  case;  afterwhich  the  mate  and  crew'  were 
released.  On  the  6th  of  June  the  authories  sent  and 
took  the  mate  from  his  vessel,  and  put  him  in  pri- 
son, where  he  remained  when  the  Globe  sailed,  the 
11th  of  June.  [ Amer . 

THE  ARMY. 

Enlistments  in  the  army.  The  New  York  Sun 
states  that  the  following  enlistments  in  the  United 
States  army  had  been  made  within  the  last  three 
years,  viz: 

653  laborers,  164  musicians,  including  boys  en- 
listed to  learn  music,  94  tailors,  75  shoemakers,  69 
blacksmiths,  126  carpenters,  31  cabinet  makers,  139 
clerks  and  book  keepers,  26  druggists,  25  painters, 
56  bakers,  22  printers,  17  watchmakers  and  jewel- 
ers, 13  school  teachers,  18  chairmakers,  2S  butch- 
ers, 135  farmers,  60  masons  and  stone  cutters,  36 
sailors,  119  who  had  before  been  soldiers,  16  mill 
Wrights,  7 doctors,  5 lawyers,  36  saddle  and  harness 
makers,  84  coachmen  and  hostlers,  27  gunsmiths, 
72  weavers  and  spinners,  37  iron  workers,  13  engi- 
neers and  surveyors,  42  tanners  and  leather  dressers, 
59  tin  and  coppersmiths,  24  segar  makers,  25  coop- 
ers, IS  sawyers,  18  paper  makers,  30  hatters,  40 
glass  workers,  19  bookbinders,  23  dyers,  20 carmen. 
Of  the  above,  there  were  906  Americans,  8 1 1 Irish- 
men, 179  Englishmen,  143  Germans,  95  Frenchmen, 
53  Poles,  117  Scotchmen. 

Resignations  in  the  army.  Considerable  surprise 
was  manifested  in  many  quarters  at  the  recent  an- 
nunciation that  three  hundred  officers  of  the  army 
had  resigned  since  the  commencement  of  the 
Florida  war.  A correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Sun  assigns  as  one  of  the  causes,  the  inade 
quate  compensation  received,  aggravated  by  pay  in 
a depreciated  currency.  The  communication  says: 

“It  has  been  ascertained  that  officers  can  be  starv- 
ed like  other  men;  and  that  star  vation  will  choke 
them  off  even  from  their  darling  profession.  Pay 
them  off  in  continental  money,  of  which  64  dollars 
will  scarcely  buy  a breakfast,  or  pay  them  in  depre- 
ciated bank  paper,  as  you  did  in  1835,  6,  7 and  8; 
pay  them,  I say,  $64  in  such  money,  for  a month’s 
services,  and  they  may  give  one-fourth  or  one-fifth 
of  it  for  a barrel  of  flour.  The  officer  economizes, 
purchases  cheaper  clothing,  and  wears  it  longer 
than  he  ever  did  before — no  use,  he  falls  in  debt,  he 
is  obliged  to  retrench  his  washing  bill  among  the 
rest.  But  prices  raise  faster  than  he  can  lower  his 
expenses;  and  he  has  no  relief  unless  congress  will 
please  to  raise  his  pay  as  much  as  every  commodity 
Ire  uses  has  raised  in  price.” 

Row  anion g the  soldiers  at  Buffalo.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  loll:  as  a party  of  soldiers  were  attempt- 
ing to  arrest  one  of  their  comrades,  at  Buffalo,  he 
drew  a razor  and  cut  one  man  on  the  neck,  laying 
bare  the  carotid  artery.  The  party  pursued  him  to 
a grocery,  and  not  having  their  arms  with  them 
procured  stones,  and  again  endeavored  to  ar- 
rest the  delinquent.  He  was  at  last  struck  in  the 
eye  by  a.stone  and  conveyed  to  the  guard  house  se- 
verely wounded. 

Death.  Captain  Washington  Hood,  of  the  United 
States  topographical  engineer  corps,  died  at  Bedford 
Springs  on  Friday  last. 

It  is  said  that  a quarter  master  of  the  army  who 
served  in  Florida,  and  who  had  a salary  of  $40  a 
month,  recently  retired  with  a fortune  of  $150,002 

[ Butt . Sun. 

THE  NAVY. 

Official.  Navy  department , July  16,  1849.  The 
board  recently  convened  at  the  naval  asylum,  Phi- 


ladelphia, for  the  examination  of  midshipmen,  has 
closed  its  proceedings,  and  reported  the  same  to  the 
department. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  midshipmen  who 
passed  in  the  order  of  rank  assigned  them  by  the 


board,  viz: 

1 Isaac  N.  Brown, 

2 R.  Delaney  Izard, 

3 Napoleon  Collins, 

4 John  L.  Worden, 

5 William  L.  Blanton, 

6 Benjamin  S.  Gaunt, 

7 Henry  A.  Wise, 

8 C.  Si.  Geo.  Noland, 

9 J.  F.  Marrast, 

10  Edw.  C.  Anderson, 

11  Reed  Werden, 
Midshipman  Robert  5 

raanship,  but  was  reject^ 


12  Win.  H.  Macomb, 

13  Stephens  Trenchard, 

14  W.  R.  McKinney, 

15  A.  Harrell, 

16  A.  H.  Jenkins, 

17  Samuel  J.  Shipley, 

18  John  J.  Guthrie, 

19  Mayo  C.  Watkins, 

20  M . B.  Woolsey, 

21  R.  P.  Lovell. 

. Bowland  passed  in  sea- 
1 in  navigation  and  mathe- 


matics: 

Midshipman  P.  C.  Van  Wyclc  was  prevented 
from  appearing  before  the  board  by  sickness. 

Midshipman  James  Riddle  reported  himself,  but 
declined  an  examination. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian,  and  sloops-of-war 
Levant  and  Erie  went  to  sea  from  Pensacola,  11th 
inst.  at  4 P.  M.  bound  north. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Marion  sailed  from  Montevideo 
for  Buenos  Ayres,  May  25. 

Captain  Stewart,  of  the  ship  Joseph  Marvelt,  at 
New  Bedford  from  the  Pacific  ocean,  reports  that 
he  left  the  U.  S.  schooner  Flying  Fish  at  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  March  "25th;  having  returned  from  a 
cruise  to  the  south  and  west  with  very  severe  wea- 
ther and  much  ice.  Turned  north  with  only  three 
men  on  duty.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers 
on  board  the  Flying  Fish,  viz:  R.  G.  Pinckney,  lieu- 
tenant commandant;  George  T.  Sinclair,  master; 
William  May,  passed  midshipman;  George  W.  liar- 


rison,  do. 


Flogging  in  the  navy.  We  cannot  malcp  political 
capital  out  of  every  thing,  nor  does  the  cause  require 
it.  It  is  getting  on  well  upon  its  own  merits. — 
Much  has  been  said  against  the  flogging  of  Living- 
ston recently,  on  board  the  North  Carolina,  and 
much  useless  and  dangerous  •sympathy  has  been 
thrown  away  upon  him.  This  man  was  sentenced 
to  death  for  mutiny  at  Pensacola,  and  came  very 
near  being  executed;  and  but  for  the  intervention  of 
the  president’s  pardon,  he  would  have  suffered  the 
extreme  penalty  of  the  law.  On  that  occasion,  he 
expressed  the  greatest  contrition;  was  abundantly 
thankful  for  his  escape;  and  piously  resolved  to  lead 
in  future  a temperate  and  prudent  life.  Scarcely, 
however,  does  he  go  to  sea  again,  when  he  repeats 
the  same  offence,  under  aggravating  circumstances, 
and  is  tried,  sentenced  according  to  law  to  be  whip- 
ped and  dismissed  the  service.  The  sentence  is  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  culprit,  who  receives  it  with  great 
sang  froid,  takes  his  bundle  and  leaves  the  ship; 
when  forthwith  we  hear  great  regrets  expressed  about 
the  cruelty  of  the  sentence,  and  censure  upon  the  go- 
vernment officers.  Had  the  second  sentence  for 
mutiny  been  like  the  first — sentence  of  death,  the 
president,  under  no  circumstances,  could  have  ex- 
ercised the  pardoning  pow  er.  His  execution  in  our 
harbor  would  have  followed;  and  then  it  would  have 
been  said:  “why  not  have  flogged  him  ami  dismiss- 
ed him  the  service?” 


The  following  is  an  extract  of  a note  on  the  sub- 
ject, written  on  board  the  North  Carolina: 

“Respecting  that  man  who  was  flogged  here  yes- 
terday, he  was  seized  up  in  the  gangway  and  took 
120  lashes  with  the  cats,  used  by  three  boatswain’s 
mates,  without  a flinch,  and  afterwards  vowed  re- 
venue updn  the  authors  of  it,  clenching  his  fists  at 
the  time  and  laughing  as  if  nothing  had  taken  place, 
and  I think  he  is  a very  likely  person  to  fulfil  his 
promise.  He  has  had  altogether  since  his  six  years 
in  the  service  1,020  lashes.” 


The  laws  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  must 
be  faithfully  executed,  or  a laxity  of  discipline  will 
follow  which  may  disgrace  the  service,  and  lead  to 
fatal  consequences.  When  a sailor  can  knock  down 
an  officer  with  impunity,  because  the  officer  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  has  occasion  to  strike  him,  all 
safety  in  the  service  is  gone.  In  the  case  of  Living- 
ston it  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  he  was' intoxicated. 
If  a few  more  examples  were  made  of  all  kinds  of 
criminals  who  plead  drunkenness  as  an  excuse  for 
offences  against  the  law,  drunkenness  would  dimi- 
nish, or  entirely  cease. 

Flogging  of  Livingston , the  mutineer.  The  sen- 
tence of  the  court  martial  was  executed  upon  Liv- 
ingston, on  board  the  North  Carolina,  on  Monday. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  lashes  on  his  bare  back 
was  the  sentence  of  the  court,  and  the  finding  was 
approved  by  the  president.  The  punishment  was 
bestowed  with  <rreat  heartiness  by  the  boatswain’s 
mate,  and  submitted  to  by  the  prisoner,  riot  only 


without  complaining  or  flinching,  but  with  perfect 
inditTerence.  He  is  a man  of  great  muscle,  and  im- 
mense power  of  endurance,  and  while  on  board  the 
Ontario,  he  proposed  receiving  two  dozen  lashes, 
rather  than  to  have  his  grog  stopped  for  a couple  of 
days.  While  on  his  trial,  commodore  Perry,  at  the 
instance  of  another  member  of  the  court,  directed 
that  he  should  be  furnished  with  a seat,  supposing 
that  standing  for  several  successive  hours  every  day, 
must  be  paintul  to  him,  but  Livingston  rejected  the 
proffered  kindness,  and  stood  firm  and  erect  through 
the  whole  trial.  After  the  sentence  of  the  court  was 
known,  some  humane  individuals  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  petitioning  the  president  to  mitigate  the 
severify  of  the  punishment;  but  Livingston  spurned 
the  idea,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  take  it  all. 

[iV.  Y.  Herald. 

Beautiful  object.  A few  days  ago  a dapper  craft, 
rigged  most  gracefully  after  the  fashion  of  a brig, 
with  her  top  gallant  sails  and  royals  all  set,  and 
manned  by  a parcel  of  young  tars  about  10  or  12 
years  old,  and  tidily  dressed  as  sailors,  was  seen  off 
the  town.  Much  curiosity  was  excited  to  know 
who  and  what  she  was.  She  soon  came  up  with  a 
smart  breeze,  and  was  seen  to  great  advantage  as  she 
passed  the  wharves.  As  she  sailed  along,  one  of  her 
juvenile  crew  kept  the  lead  a going,  ami  colled  out 
in  true  sailor  style.  Presently  the  shrill  whistle  of 
file  young  boatswain  was  heard,  and  she  put  about 
with  all  the  deliberation  and  decision  of  a man-of- 
war.  A midshipman  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  was 
the  commander  of  the  craft,  and  this  circumstance, 
added  to  the  appearance  of  the  vessel,  plainly  told 
that  she  belonged  to  the  naval  service.  This  sight 
was  very  gratifying  to  all  who  enjoyed  it,  and  the 
skill  of  the  crew  called  forth  the  praise  of  several 
veterans  of  the  sea.  Upon  inquiry  we  learned  that 
(he  first  cutter  of  the  Delaware  had  been  fitted  up 
as  a brig  for  the  purpose  of  drilling  the  naval  ap- 
prentices in  the  practical  details  of  seamanship. — . 
She  is  about  37  feet  long;  her  crew  consists  of  20 
apprentices,  her  sails  and  yards  are  exercised  regu- 
lar ly.  When  under  way,  she  is  made  to  perform  all 
the  evolutions  of  a man-of-war;  the  boys  are  taught 
to  reef,  lurl,  heave  the  lead,  steer,  &c.  The  boat- 
swain is  a lad  of  about  15,  and  gives  the  various 
notes  of  command  known  in  a larger  vessel.  The 
utility  of  such  a craft  to  the  apprentices  and  mid- 
shipmen is  srreat  and  decided,  as  in  a small  vessel 
the  eye  of  the  young  sailor  can  trace  the  ropes  to 
their  terminations,  and  see  instantly  their  effect  on 
the  yards  or  sails.  There  is  also  a feeling  of  pride 
roused  in  the  breasts  of  the  young  tars,  which  i3 
highly  salutary,  and  such  is  the  precision  of  the 
movements  of  this  little  craft,  that  she  attracts  more 
attention  than  a line  of  battle  ship  would  do,  as  she 
moves  in  our  harbor,  which,  by  the  way,  is  emi- 
nently adapted  for  the  w’orkirig  of  vessels,  and  as  an 
elementary  school  for  naval  tactics.  On  the  fourth, 
this  little  clipper,  which  is  called  the  Paulding,  was 
sailing  about,  when  the  wind  freshened  up,  and  re- 
ducer! to  reef  topsails,  which  was  done  in  a seaman- 
like  manner.  Indeed,  the  present  skill  of  the  boys 
is  an  eloquent  testimonial  of  the  vigilance  of  capt. 
Skinner,  to  whom  the  duty  of  supervising  the  ap- 
prentices on  board  the  Delaware  is  assigned. 

f Norfolk  Beacon. 

The  southern  papers  announce  the  death  of  Iieut, 
Alex.  C.  Maury,  of  the  navy,  of  congestive  fever, 
on  the  23d  ult.  in  Sumpter  county,  Alabama. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  following  letter  from 
an  oificer  of  the  expedition,  contains  some  addi- 
tional particulars.  The  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  from  which  we  copy  it,  stales  that  Dr. 
Gilchrist,  late  surgeon  of  the  Vincennes,  had 
reached  that  city. 

U.  S.  ship  Vincennes, 
Sidney  harbor,  March  12th,  1840. 

We  arrived  here  yesterday  from  our  southern 
cruise,  upon  the  success  of  which  we  all  have  rea- 
son to  congratulate  ourselve3.  We  have  discover- 
ed land  within  the  Antarctic,  and  cruised  along  the 
edge  of  the  barrier  ice  (seeing  the  land  frequently) 
upwards  of  seventy  degrees  of  longitude.  All  are 
convinced  there  is  an  extensive  continent.  Whe- 
ther it  will  be  of  any  benefit  to  mankind,  or  not, 
time  alone  can  show. 

For  my  part,  no  inducements  could  be  held  out 
that  would  make  me  volunteer  to  return  there,  un- 
less one  of  the  other  vessels  should  have  been  un- 
fortunate enough  to  be  wrecked,  which  God  forbid. 
We  were  unfortunate  in  not  being  able  to  land,  take 
possession,  and  plant  tire  stripes  and  stars.  When 
the  weather  permitted  us  to  do  so,  no  boat  could 
land, — the  land  being  very  high,  covered  with  snow, 
and  sloping  gradually  to  the  water,  where  it  w’as 
terminated  by  ice,  descending  one  hundred  or  two 
hundred  feet  perpendicularly. 

The  weather  was,  part  of  the  time,  good;  and 
part,  blowing  from  fresh  to  heavy  gales,  with  thick 
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snow  storms,  making  the  navigation  extremely 
hazardous,  on  account  of  the  ice  bergs  by  which 
we  were  generally  surrounded.  I have  at  times 
counted  100  large  ones  from  the  deck,  without  the 
aid  of  a glass,  taking  no  notice  of  small  ones. 

We  found  the  Peacock  here,  repairing;  almost 
a perfect  wreck;  having  had  her  stern  frame  lifted, 
and  all  the  timbers  broken  above  the  main  deck,  as 
far  forward  as  the  gang-way,  rudder  knocked  off, 
forefoot  carried  away,  and  planking  knocked  up  to 
within  an  inch  and  a half  of  her  w'ood  ends.  How 
she  arrived  here,  it  seems  impossible  to  conceive. 

I did  not  suppose  a vessel  in  her  condition  could 
hold  together  long  enough  to  do  so.  She  was 
caught  in  the  ice,  and  jammed  by  the  closing  of  the 
passage  after  she  went  in.  I hope  that  the  brig 
and  schooner  have  escaped,  and  that  we  shall  find 
them  at  New  Zealand. 

By  an  arrival  to-day  from  Hobart  Town  (Van 
Diemen’s  Land)  we  learn  that  the  French  expedi- 
tion is  there,  and  that  they  discovered  land  the 
same  day  we  did,  in  66  S.  and  130  east.  It  is  no 
doubta  continuation  of  what  we  saw;  and  will  ren- 
der the  honor  of  being  first,  disputed  for  some 
time.  I do  not  think  they  can  boast  much,  as  they 
were  satisfied  with  a single  sight,  owing  to  the 
Zelee’s  being  near  lost.  We  have  coasted  the  new 
continent  1,300  miles.  We  have  been  very  cor- 
dially received  by  the  people  of  this  place,  and 
they  are  determined  to  have  us  first  whether  or  no 
— we  leave  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  on  Sunday. 

We  expect  to  be  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  July, 
and  again  in  Jan.  1841.  After  that,  to  Manilla  for 
a month  or  two,  thence  to  Singapore,  Angier  Point, 
and  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

March  I3lh.  The  ship  did  not  sail  as  expected, 
this  morning.  I enclose  you  a slip  from  the  paper, 
giving  an  account  of  our  southern  trip. 

All  the  above  information  is  confirmed,  and  has 
been  anticipated  by  a letter  received  some  days 
since  from  J.  A.  Winslow,  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Enterprize,  dated  Pernambuco,  May  6,  and  which 
announces  the  arrival  there  of  the  English  barque 
Calcutta  from  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  bringing  ac- 
counts of  the  discovery  by  the  French  squadron  of 
a new  island  or  continent,  and  also  specimens  of 
granite  and  a chart  of  the  coast.  The  land  was 
named  Adelaide,  after  the  French  king  Louis  Phil- 
lippe’s  queen.  But  the  Americans  will  have  a 
word  in  the  christening,  as  they  are  some  six  hours 
in  advance,  and  commodore  Wilkes  traced  out  se- 
venty degrees  of  its  longitude.  The  Journal  of 
Commerce  has  additional  confirmation  and  particu- 
lars in  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  Vin- 
cennes, March  12.  It  states  that  the  coast  is  lined 
with  an  almost  impenetrable  icey  barrier;  and  that 
the  American  stripes  would  have  been  planted,  but 
the  land  is  precipitous  and  high,  and  sloping  to  the 
water,  where  there  is  a perpendicular  barrier  of 
ice  200  feet  elevation.  Thick  snow  storms  and 
severe  gales,  and  often  100  large  ice  bergs  at  a 
time  were  every  w’here  encountered.  The  Peacock 
had  her  stern  frame  broken,  all  the  timbers  broken 
above  the  maindeck  to  the  gangway — rudder  knock- 
ed off,  loretop  carried  away,  and  planking  knock 
ed  up  to  within  an  inch  and  a half  of  her  wood 
ends.  How  she  got  to  Sydney  is  a miracle.  She 
was  caught  in  the  ice,  w'hich  closed  and  jammed 
her.  The  Sydney  people  gave  our  vessels  a warm 
reception,  and  accord  the  honor  of  the  discovery  to 
them.  Our  ships  expect  to  be  at  the  Sandwich 
islands  in  July,  and  again  in  Jan.  1841.  After 
that,  to  Manilla  for  a month  ortwo,  thence  to  Sin- 
gapore, Angier  Point,  and  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  believes  that  Palmer’s 
land  is  not  the  above  Antarctic  continent  as  it  is  in 
west  longitude  from  Greenwich,  while  this  new 
discovery  is  in  east  longitude.  [A.  Y.  Star. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

VERMONT. 

Green  Mountain  convention.  Stratton,  Vt.  Juh/8, 
1840.  In  the  midst  of  the  noise  and  confusion  ne- 
cessarily attendant  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  con- 
vention of  Bennington  and  Windham  counties,  I 
seize  a moment  to  give  you  a brief  and  hasty  sketch 
of  some  of  the  most  prominent  scenes.  It  was  hoi- 
den  on  the  summit  of  the  Green  Mountains.  The 
place  selected  was  a clearing  of  about  300  acres  in 
the  midst  of  a magnificent  amphitheatre  of  hills,  of 
at  least  five  miles  diameter  From  the  verge  of  the 
clearing  to  the  summit  of  the  mountains,  there  was 
a deep  and  unbroken  fringe  of  foliage,  which  added 
greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  scene.  It  was  far  from 
the  haunts  of  men,  scarcely  a house  bein'’  visible. 

The  convention  organized  in  the  early  part  of  the 
afternoon  of  Tuesday,  Dr.  Ramsey,  of  Townsend, 
taking  the  chair.  At  this  time  the  throng,  pourin'* 
in  from  all  quarters,  was  immense.  The  number  is 
difficult  to  ascertain,  hut  I was  informed  that  6,000 
passed  the  Arlington  turnpike  gate.  From  the  east 


side,  the  numbers  were  still  greater.  Both  parties 
bore  banners  and  devices  without  number,  and  ma- 
ny of  the  delegations  were  preceded  by  bands  of 
music.  Each  selected  an  ingle  of  the  forest  for  their 
tents.  The  vaiiety  of  their  form,  united  to  their 
gay  banners,  produced  a striking  and  pleasing  ef- 
fect. About  2 o’clock,  Mr.  Webster  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  a barouche;  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
delegation  from  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts, 
preceded  by  the  committee  of  arrangements  from 
Brattleboro’,  Vermont. 

The  hon.  Hiland  Hall  then  addressed  the  assem- 
bly in  a brief  manner,  but  gave  way  to  Mr.  Webster, 
who  made  a calm  yet  highly  impressive  statement  of 
the  situation  of  our  national  affairs.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, in  a hastily  written  letter,  to  give  you  even  a 
sketch,  but  those  who  heard  it  will  not  soon  forget 
either  Mount  Stratton  or  the  great  defender  of  the 
constitution  expounding  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  that  instrument  upon  its  summit.  It  was  re- 
ceived with  great  applause.  A number  of  gentlemen 
were  called  for  and  addressed  the  convention.  Their 
order  was  as  tollows:  hon.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont, 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Miner,  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Blackmore,  do.  Mr.  Wells, 
of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  and  Samuel 
Elliott,  esq.  of  Brattleboro’.  These  were  the  only 
gentlemen  who  spoke  when  I was  present.  The 
most  striking  part  of  the  affair  to  me,  however,  was 
the  effect  of  the  encampment  at  night.  Mr.  Web- 
ster declared  his  determination  to  encamp  with  the 
Green  Mountain  boys  on  the  summit  of  their  far- 
famed  hills;  and,  of  course,  this  declaration  was  re- 
ceived with  great  pleasure.  And  very  soon  large 
numbers  erected  wigwams  in  the  contiguous  forest, 
and  blazing  fires  were  kindled  in  every  direction. 
******** 

Hiland  Hall  was  unanimously  re-nominated  for 
congress,  and  L.  Henry,  esq.  of  Rockingham,  for 
elector  of  that  district. 

Keene,  ( N.  H.)  July  10,  1840. 

Mr.  Webster  honored  our  village  yesterday  with 
a visit,  on  his  return  from  Stratton,  Vermont,  where 
he  addressed  a vast  multitude.  He  arrived  at  Bel- 
lows Falls  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  spoke  an 
hour  from  the  balcony  of  the  principal  public  house, 
to  1,500  or  2,000  persons.  At  2 o’clock,  at  short  no- 
tice, yesterday,  he  found  4,000  of  our  hardy  yeo- 
manry who  had  left  their  hay  fields  at  this  busy 
season,  and  others,  including  nearly  1,000  ladies, 
(about  975  whigs,  as  we  verily  believe),  assembled 
in  the  spacious  academy  yard.  Of  these,  a large 
portion  were  political  opponents,  who  appeared  to 
be  as  anxious  to  see  and  hear,  and  to  drink  in  the 
words  of  the  eloquent  senator  as  ourselves.  Gen. 
Wilson  presided. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  nearly  two  hours,  and  I never 
heard  him  with  more  interest,  or  when  he  was  more 
convincing.  [He  knew  his  audience].  We  had 
about  20  of  the  clergy,  and  about  the  same  number 
of  old  revolutionary  soldiers.  It  was  a thrilling 
scene  when,  at  the  close,  he  led  the  elder  Mr.  John 
Whitcomb,  tottering  with  age,  (about  93),  and  pre- 
sented him  to  the  audience  as  a relique  of  the  revo- 
tion.  [ Boston  Atlas. 

Candidates.  Hiland  Hill  in  the  first  district,  and 
Horace  Everett  in  the  second,  have  been  nominat- 
ed by  the  whigs  for  re-election.  Gen.  John  Mat- 
tocks has  been  nominated  in  the' fifth  district,  in 
opposition  to  Isaac  Fletcher,  the  present  adminis- 
tration incumbent.  The  election  takes  place  in 
September  next. 

Whig  convention  at  Burlington.  The  New  York 
Star  says:  The  greatest  assemblage  of  freemen  ever 
held  in  New  England  was  that  of  the  whig  state 
convention  at  Burlington,  Vt.  a few  days  since. — 
The  Burlington  Free  Press  says  nothing  like  it  ever 
was  known  in  New  England.  The  number  is  com- 
puted at  25,000.  The  hon.  Solomon  Foote  presided. 
The  old  ticket  for  state  officers  was  unanimously 
re-nominated,  and  a pledge  given  to  elect  them  by 
6,000  majority.  Gen.  Wilson,  of  New  Hampshire, 
was  among  the  speakers. 

MAINE. 

Candidates.  The  whigs  of  Yorkdistrict,  in  Maine, 
at  a numerous  convention  held  at  Kennebunk,  on  the 
4th  instant,  nominated  for  representative  to  congress 
Daniel  Goodenow,  of  Alfred. 

The  Van  Buren  convention  at  Levant  have  nomi- 
nated Hannibal  Hamblin,  esq.  of  Hampden,  as  a 
candidate  for  congress  in  the  district  now  represent- 
ed by  the  hon.  Thomas  Davee. 

The  banks.  The  half  yearly  returns  of  the  banks 
of  Maine,  show  a progressive  decrease  of  $1,000,000 
in  bank  loans  in  eighteen  months.  The  circulation 
in  the  same  period  tias  been  reduced  $ 800,000;  the 
specie  has  been  reduced  $100,000. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Harrison  jubilee  at  Concord.  The  Middlesex  coun- 
ty celebration  of  the  4th  came  off  with  a spirit,  splen- 


dor and  magnificence,  that  far  surpassed  our  most 
sanguine  expectations.  It  was  lierer  our  good  for- 
tune to  witness  a scene  so  inspiring  and  glorious,  as 
met  the  eye  on  that  occasion.  That  vast  multitude 
assembled;  the  consecrated  spot  round  which  they 
gathered;  the  sublime  event  in  our  country’s  histo- 
ry, they  had  met  to  celebrate;  the  hallowed  recol- 
lections of  the  past,  and  glowing,  enthusiastic  an- 
ticipations of  the  future,  all — all  conspired  to  give 
an  interest  and  sublimity  to  the  scene  that  our  hum- 
ble pen  would  vainly  attempt  to  describe.  Reader, 
do  you  ask  who  was  there?  The  freemen  of  Mid- 
dlesex, the  bone  and  muscle  of  your  good  old  county, 
the  yeomen,  the  mechanics,  the  working  men,  the 
professional  men,  the  hoary  veterans  that  fought  the 
battles  of  ’75,  and  the  youth  of  hope  and  promise, 
just  entering  upon  the  state  of  manhood— were  there. 
The  friends  and  supporters  of  rational  liberty,  of 
sound  republicanism,  of  genuine  democracy,  of  good 
government,  of  equals  law’s,  of  honest  and  impartial 
rulers,  were  there.  The  enemies  of  misiule  and 
corruption,  of  extravagance,  fraud  and  peculation, 
of  embezzlers  of  the  people’s  money,  of  sub-trea- 
surers and  leg-treasurers,  were  there,  and  in  such 
countless  numbers  too  did  they  come,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt,  in  our  minds,  of  the  soundness  of  our  vene- 
rated county.  Van  Burenism  will  win  no  laurels, 
and  gather  no  triumphs  next  November  in  old  Mid- 
dlesex. Mark  that. 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  day,  the  mullitudes  began 
to  pour  in  from  the  east,  west,  north  and  south,  with 
banners,  bearing  the  most  appropriate  devicesand 
pithy  mottoes — with  music  and  song.  Log  cabins, 
with  their  streamers  thrown  to  the  breeze,  home  ma- 
jestically along,  formed  not  the  least  imposing  part  of 
the  spectacle.  Nor  can  we  omit  to  notice  the  huge  ball 
of  the  “Cambridge  Tippecanoe  club,”  emblematic 
of  the  great  ball  of  freedom,  now  rolling  through  the 
country,  and  destined  to  crush  them  that  attempts 
to  impede  its  onward  motion.  At  the  hour  previ- 
ously designated,  the  procession  was  formed  by  the 
direction  of  the  efficient  chief  marshal  of  the  day, 
hon.  B.  F.  Varuum,  assisted  by  his  deputies,  and 
under  the  military  escort  of  the  Mechanic  Phalanx, 
Concord  artillery,  South  Reading  riflemen,  Town- 
send light  infantry,  Watertown  artillery,  command- 
ed by  gen.  Adams,  of  Chelmsford,  proceeded  to  the 
battleground.  Here,  in.  the  open  air — beneath  the  v- 
broad  canopy  of  heaven,  after  an  appropriate  prayer 
had  been  ottered  by  rev.  Mr.  Miles,  of  this  city,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  read  by  Mr.  War- 
ren, of  Charlestown,  the  countless  auditory  lislened 
to  a most  eloquent  and  impressive  oration  from  the 
hon.  Myron  Lawrence,  of  Belchertown.  Of  the 
merits  of  this  admirable  performance  we  have  no 
time  to  speak.  We  trust  it  will  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic through  the  press.  It  was  as  laithful  an  expo- 
sition of  the  imbecility,  rottenness  and  corruption  of 
the  administration  since  the  accession  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  as  we  ever  listened  to. 

At  the  close  of  the  exercise  on  the  battle  ground, 
the  procession  again  formed,  and  marched  to  a spa- 
cious tent,  covering  about  an  acre  of  ground,  where 
was  prepared  a simple  and  substantial  repast,  served 
up  in  a style  of  truly  primitive  simplicity.  A most 
bountiful  supply  of  drinks  was  furnished  in  the  shape 
of  cold  water,  lemonade  and  a little  “hard  cider.” 
No  decanters  of  costly  Madeira  adorned  the  festive 
board,  nor  was  the  poping  of  champaigne  bottles 
there  heard.  But  the  matter  of  eating  and  drinking 
was  soon  despatched,  for  this  was  not  I he  purpose  and 
object  that  drew  this  immense  assemblage  together. 
Dr.  E.  Bartlett,  the  president  of  the  day,  made  some 
ve,ry  happy  and  pertinent  remarks,  which  were,  fol- 
lowed by  several  appropriate  sentiments.  Emory 
Washburn,  of  Worcester,  and  gen.  Wilson,  the  favo- 
rite son  ot  N.  Hampshire,  addressed  the  meeting  in 
strains  of  eloquence  rarely  surpassed.  Good  feeling 
and  rational  hilarity  pervaded  the  delighted  con- 
course, and  at  a seasonable  hour,  after  the  manner 
of  our  fathers,  the  company  separated  for  their  se- 
veral homes  without  the  occurrence  of  a single  ac- 
cident to  draw  from  the  pleasures  the  day  had 
afforded.  The  presence  of  about  forty  revolutiona- 
ry soldiers,  the  participators  in  the  stirring  events 
we  had  met  to  commemorate,  added  very  much  to 
the  interest  of  the  scene.  One  of  these  was  in  the 
Corcord  fight.  A letter  was  read  at  the  table  from 
the  venerable  Enoch  Foster,  now  ninety-one  years 
old,  who  commanded  the  Danvers  company  of  mi- 
nute men  in  the  same  battle.  We  hope  to  be  able 
soon  to  lay  it  before  our  readers,  for  no  description 
of  ours  could  convey  an  idea  of  the  fine  feeling  and 
manly  spirit  evinced  by  the  aged  writer. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  the  military  companies 
that  performed  escort  duty  on  this  occasion,  if  we 
withheld  from  them  the  meed  of  praise  to  which 
their  gentlemanly  and  soldier  like  conduct  so  emi- 
nently entitles  them. 

The  number  present  at  this  anniversary  has  been 
variously  estimated.  It  may,  however,  safely  be 
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placed  at  between  ten  and  twelve  thousand,  all 
glowing  with  a common  patriotism,  all  breathing 
one  spirit,  all  animated  with  the  same  high  hopes  of 
ridding  our  beloved  country  of  a set  of  rulers  who 
have  proved  i'alse  to  their  trusts,  and  false  to  the 
people.  [ Lowell  Journal. 

Dartmouth  college — Students  expelled.  The  New 
Hampshire  Statesman  states  that  three  of  the  dele- 
gates from  Hanover  at  the  recent  whig  convention, 
who  were  members  of  Dartmouth  college,  have 
been  expelled  from  that  institution,  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances.  It  was  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  students  to  send  a large  delegation  to  the 
convention.  While  assembled  to  make  their  ar- 
rangements, the  president  of  the  college  appeared 
and  made  a long  speech,  in  which  he  discouraged 
the  sending  of  a large  delegation.  He  said  it  was 
his  desire  to  advise,  not  to  command,  and  should  not 
be  opposed  to  sending  a moderate  delegation.  A 
number  of  individuals,  relying  on  this  implied  per- 
mission, started  for  the  convention  without  asking 
leave  of  absence,  after  .the  usual  fashion.  Others 
asked  permission,  but  were  informed  by  the  presi- 
dent that  the  faculty  had  decided  not  to  permit  any 
to  go.  Notwithstanding,  they  went  on  the  faith  of 
his  previous  assent — twenty  of  them  in  all.  On 
their  return,  they  were  summoned  before  the  facul- 
ty; three  of  the  “ringleaders”  were  expelled  and  the 
rest  fined  $ 3 a piece. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  receipts  of  the  American  board  of  missions, 
which  the  “hard  times”  have  latterly  curtailed,  are 
coming  up  again.  In  the  month  of  May  they 
amounted  to  $23,903  90,  besides  legacies  to  the 
amount  of  $4,656  41. 

Commerce  of  Boston.  The  number  of  foreign  ar- 
rivals from  January  1st  to  June  30th,  1837,  was 
632 — 1838,471  — 1S39,  614 — and  from  January  1st 
to  June  30th,  1840,  was  664 — being  the  largest 
number  of  foreign  arrivals  into  Boston  that  ever 
was  known  during  the  corresponding  time  of  any 
year.  The  number  of  foreign  clearances  from  Ja- 
nuary 1st  to  June  30th,  1837,  was  553 — 1838,  430 — 
1839,  607— and  from  January  1st  to  June  30th,  1840, 
591. 

New  Bedford  and  Taunton  rail  road.  The  open- 
ing of  the  New  Bedford  and  Tuanton  rail  road  was 
celebrated  22nd  ult.  The  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, with  the  members  of  his  council,  were  pre- 
sent. The  cars  ran  the  entire  distance  of  fifty-four 
miles  in  an  hour  and  forty- nine  minutes.  The  cor- 
respondence of  the  Boston  Transcript  says: 

“New  Bedford  may  well  be  styled  a city  of  pala- 
ces. It  is  only  known  by  us,  we  apprehend,  as  a 
place  where  the  whale  fishery  is  carry-d  on  to  a 
considerable  extent;  but  it  is  a place  in  point  of 
tonnage  the  third  in  importance  in  the  United  States 
— New  York  and  Boston  only  exceeding  it  in  this 
particular.  The  original  or  Indian  name  of  New 
Bedford  was  Accushena.  The  opening  of  the  road 
gives  to  the  metropolis  of  New  England  another 
outlet  to  the  Atlantic  besides  that  of  Massachusetts 
bay.  It  is  also  another  appendage  to  our  Great 
Western  rail  road,  and  which  will  open  the  entire 
route  to  Buffalo,  (Lake  Erie),  the  ensuing  season. 
The  cost  of  building  the  road  has  been  within  the 
original  estimate,  and  it  has  been  opened  prior  to 
the  day  set — two  circumstances  not  very  common  in 
enterprises  of  the  kind.  The  loan  of  the  credit 
of  the  commonwealth  to  aid  in  its  construction,  is 
about  to  be  returned  to  the  treasury,  the  company 
not  having  occasion  to  use  it;  the  same  also  is  the 
fact,  his  excellency  told  us,  in  regard  to  the  Nashua 
and  Lowell  road. 

Norwich  and  Worcester  rail  road.  The  directors 
of  this  company  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  declar- 
ed a dividend  lor  the  previous  three  months,  being 
the  first  three  months  of  their  operation,  at  the  rate 
of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  on  the  first  day 
of  August.  The  nett  profits  during  the  three 
months  were  $20,775  50. 

Boston  and  Maine  rail  road.  We  learn  that  the 
Boston  and  Maine  rail  road  is  now  opened,  from  the 
line  of  this  state,  where  it  unites  with  the  Boston 
and  Portland  rail  road,  to  the  town  of  Exeter,  and 
that  the  road  is  now  under  the  charge  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  latter  road,  who  have  established  trains  of 
cars  twice  a day  from  Boston  to  Exeter,  a distance 
of  fifty  miles.  The  passage  is  made  in  a little  more 
than  two  hours.  It  is  stated  also  that  the  Boston 
and  Maine  road  is  under  contract  for  the  extension 
ot  the  line  to  Dover,  and  that  the  directors  expect 
to  open  it  as  far  as  New  Market,  from  Exeter,  the 
present  season.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  this  line  suc- 
cessfully extending  itself  towards  its  ultimate  desti- 
nation— the  centre  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

[Bosl.  Daily  Advertiser. 

Rail  road  dividends.  Lowell,  July  1,  4 per  cent, 
for  six  months;  Nashua  and  Lowell,  July  1,4  per 
cent,  forsix  months;  Taunton  Branch,  July  1,3  per 


cent,  for  six  months;  Eastern,  July  6,  $2  per  share 
for  9 months;  Eastern,  N.  H.  July  6,  $2  per  share, 
first  dividend;  Worcester,  July  20,  $3  per  share  for 
six  months;  Providence,  August  1,  $3  per  share  for 
6 months;  Norwich  and  Worcester,  August  1,  $1  25 
per  share  for  3 months;  Boston  and  Portland,  Au- 
gust 1,  $1  50  per  share  for  3 months. 

[Bost.  Mer.  Jour. 

Boston.  The  population  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
according  to  the  census  just  taken,  is  84,401.  Each 
of  the  twelve  wards  into  which  the  city  is  divided 
contains  very  nearly  the  average  proportion  of  7,000 
souls.  The  Courier  remarks  that  the  population 
was  61,392  in  1830,  and  78,603  in  1835.  From  this 
it  appears  that  the  increase  Irom  1830  to  1835  was 
17,211,  or  28  per  cent,  equal  to  an  average  annual  in- 
crease of  3,442  or  56  per  cent.  1 in  17;  and  from  1835 
lo  1840  the  increase  was  5,79S  or  7.3  per  cent,  equal 
to  an  average  annual  increase  of  1,159,  or  1.4  per 
cent.  1 in  68.  The  whole  increase  from  1830  to 
1840,  is  23,009,  being  an  increase  on  the  population 
of  1830  of  37.47  per  cent,  or  an  annual  increase  of 
3.7  per  cent.  This  shows  that  the  annual  growth  of 
the  cily  was  four  times  greater  during  the  five  years 
— 1830  to  1835,  than  it  was  in  the  five  years — 1835 
to  1840. 

Port  of  Boston.  Arrivals  during  the  month  of 
June,  1840. 

Ships.  Br’qs.  Brigs.  Sch’rs.  Sloops.  Total. 

10  19  109  458  33  636 

Coastwise,  1 9 61  337  38  446 

Foreign,  9 10  48  121  188 

Of  the  foreign  arrivals,  6 brigs  and  77  schooners 
were  British,  1 biig  (galliot)  Dutch,  and  1 brig  Si- 
cilian. 

Clearances  during  the  same  period: 

Ships.  Br’qs.  Brigs,  Sch’rs.  Sloops.  Total. 

11  9 91  239  15  365 

Coastwise,  6 5 53  153  15  232 

Foreign,  5 4 33  86  133 

Of  foreign  clearances,  4 brigs  and  64  schooners 
were  British;  1 brig  Norwegian;  and  1 brig  Sici- 
lian. 

Besides  the  vessels  above  reported,  the  steam  ship 
Unicorn  arrived  on  the  3rd  from  Liverpool,  via 
Halifax,  and  sailed  on  the  evening  of  the  10th.  The 
steamer  North  America,  from  St.  John,  has  made 
four  trips,  arriving  regularly  every  Saturday.  Tiie- 
United  States  frigate  Columbia  arrived  on  the  1 4 1 h , 
and  the  sloop  of  war  Vandalia  on  the  13th.  The 
British  mail  packet  brig  Velocity  arrived  from 
Halifax,  on  the  17Th,  with  the  Falmouth  mail  for 
May. 

Cunard  festival  at  East  Boston.  The  arrival  of 
the  Britannia,  the  first  of  Mr.  Cunard’s  line  of  Bri- 
tish and  American  steam  ships,  was  commemorated, 
by  a public  festival,  at  East  Boston,  yesterday  after- 
noon. The  subscribers  to  the  dinner,  and  the  invit- 
ed guests,  assembled  on  Curiaid  wharf,  about  2 
o’clock,  P.  M.  and  after  visiting  the  steam  ship, 
formed  in  procession,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Charles  G.  Greece,  the  chief  marshal  of  the  day, 
and  marched  to  the  pavilion  prepared  for  their  re- 
ception, preceded  by  the  Boston  brigade  band.  A 
signal  gun  announced  the  formingof  the  procession, 
and  this  announcement  was  immediately  followed 
by  a grand  salute  of  artillery.  The  steam  ship  was 
neatly  decorated  with  flags  and  streamers,  and  ever- 
green, and  branches  of  trees.  The  American  en- 
sign floated  gloriously  fioin  her  fore  topmast,  and 
the  British  flag  waved  from  her  bows,  in  token  of 
amity. 

The  United  States  ship  Columbus,  and  the  reve- 
nue cutter  Hamilton,  were  also  arrayed  in  festive 
style,  in  honor  of  the  occasion,  and  hundiedsof  flags 
and  banners,  of  various  kinds,  were  fluttering  from 
numerous  elevations  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
in  every  direction.  A grand  triumphal  arch  of  ban- 
ners had  also  been  suspended  across  the  street,  in 
front  of  the  Cunard  pavillion,  and  the  balconies 
of  the  Maverick  house  were  thronged  with  a crowd 
of  gaily  dressed  ladies,  whose  presence  always  adds 
such  agreeable  spirit  animation  to  these  days  of  pub- 
lic rejoicing. 

The  pavilion  was  really  a magnificent  affair.  The 
canvass  was  spread  from  the  roof  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton hotel,  over  the  extensive  tables,  prepared  for 
nearly  two  thousand  persons,  covering  the  long  bal- 
conies on  the  southern  side,  which  were  set  apart 
exclusively  for  the  ladies.  Upon  one  side  was  a line 
of  raised  tables,  for  the  distinguished  guests;  in  the 
centre,  numerous  pillars  supporting  the  canvass, 
handsomely  adorned  with  wreaths  of  evergreen,  and 
bouquets  of  flowers;  and  upon  the  side  next  the 
hotel,  a gorgeous  display  of  banners  and  emblems,  of 
bright  eyes  and  rosey  cheeks,  and  brilliant  smiles, 
giving  a bewitching  charm  to  tile  scene  that  nothing 
else  could  supply.  In  the  centre  of  all  this  attrac- 
tion, was  a beautiful  arch,  bearing  the  simple  word 
Cunard,  in  letters  of  gold — upon  the  right,  the  name 


of  Fulton,  and  the  American  eagle,  and  upon  the 
left,  Watt  and  the  British  arms;  both  elegantly  and 
appropriately  painted  on  canvass.  Upon  the  front 
of  the  balcony  below,  were  the  names  of  the  steam 
ships,  built  by  Mr.  Cunard  to  run  between  Liver- 
pool and  Boston — Britannia,  Acadia,  Columbia  and 
Caledonia — and  the  whole  was  surmounted  by  a se- 
cond arch,  on  which  was  inscribed  the  names  of  the 
three  cities,  indissolubly  united  on  this  occasion, 
by  the  power  of  steam,  Liverpool,  Boston  and  Hali- 
fax. 

The  company  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast, 
provided  by  Mr.  Barton,  of  the  Maverick  house, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Wright  of  the  Boston  Tontine, 
which,  after  grace  had  been  said  bv  a clergyman  pre- 
sent, was  despatched,  as  all  good  dinners  should  be, 
in  quietness  and  comfort. 

When  the  dinner  arrangements  were  removed, 
Mr.  Josiah  Quincy,  jr.  the  president  of  the  day,  rose, 
and  addressed  the  assembly  in  an  oil'  hand,  felici- 
tous style,  which  never  fails  to  create  an  inexhaus- 
tible fund  of  good  humor  at  a public  dinner  party, 
whenever  he  opens  his  lips.  He  said,  among  other 
good  things,  in  introducing  the  honorable  Samuel 
Cunard  to  the  company,  that  they  had  met  to  do 
honor  to  a gentleman  who  had  the  head  to  plan,  the 
tongue  to  advocate,  and  the  hand  to  execute  an  en- 
terprise that  he  believed  was  to  unite  New  England 
and  Old  England  forever  in  intimate  union;  and  he 
would  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  hail  him  as  a na- 
tive-born citizen  of  the  United  States.  But  said  he, 
the  honor  of  the  father  is  the  honor  of  the  son.  He 
was  informed  that  the  father  of  Mr.  Cunard  was  an 
American  citizen — and  if  the  people  could  not  hail 
him  as  a son  of  America,  they  would  be  proud  to 
hail  him  as  a grand-son.  Mr.  Quincy  then  pro- 
posed— 

Health,  happiness  and  prosperity  lo  the  honorable 
Samuel  Cunari — May  he  meet  with  the  success,  and 
enjoy  the  honors  which  are  his  due,  in  both  the  coun- 
tries which  his  enterprise  has  now  united. 

An  original  song,  entitled  “Rule  Britannia,”  writ- 
ten, we  understand,  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Locke,  was 
then  sung  by  four  gentlemen  amateurs,  in  a style 
which  commanded  universal  admiration. 

Mr.  Cunard — who  does  not  pretend  to  be  a public 
speaker,  and  like  a wise  man,  never  attempts  what 
he  cannot  hope  to  perform — responded  very  briefly 
to  the  complimentary  sentiment  offered  by  the  pre- 
sident, but  in  a tone  of  voice  so  low,  that  his  remarks 
were  only  heard  by  a few  persons  very  near  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Quincy  said  Mr.  Cunard  had  informed  him, 
that  he  could  not  make  a speech  which  would  be 
satisfactory  to  himself  or  the  company — but,  added 
Mr.  Quincy,  very  happily, — like  the  good  woman 
mentioned  in  the  good  book,  his  works  do  praise 
him. 

The  president  then  announced  the  following  sen- 
timent, which  was  received  with  peals  of  “lofty 
cheer.” 

The  sovereign  lady  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  sove- 
reign ladies  of  America.  The  one  governs  all  Eng- 
lishmen collectively,  the  others  govern  all  Americans 
one  by  one. 

The  president  then  announced  Mr.  Grattan,  the 
British  consul,  and  observed  that  as  Mr.  Grattan  was 
an  Irishman,  he  supposed  he  would  not  only  respond 
for  the  ladies  of  England,  but  for  the  ladies  on  both 
sides  of  the  water. 

Mr.  Grattan  did  respond,  not  only  for  the  ladies 
of  England,  but  for  all  England  and  all  America, 
and  indeed  the  whole  world,  in  the  overflowing  of 
his  exuberant  feelings.  And  he  made  a splendid 
speech,  bringing  down,  as  usual,  those  thunders  of 
applause  which  few  men  can  so  easily  cause  to  roar, 
in  such  stirring  and  oft  repeated  volumes.  He  touch- 
ed upon  a great  variety  of  topics  which  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  even  to  refer  to  at  this  time,  and  closed 
by  offering  a sentiment,  which  we  were  unable  to 
catch,  in  consequence  of  the  applause  that  attended 
his  last  remarks. 

The  following  sentiment  was  then  offered  by  the 
president  of  the  day. 

The  first  of  the  regular  line  of  steam  ships.  We 
will  say  nothing  about  the  empire  of  the  seas;  but 
while  capt.  Woodruff  makes  such  passages  as  the  last 
every  Yankee  will  say,  the  steam  ships  Britannia 
rules  the  waves. 

Captain  Woodruff,  the  commander  of  the  Britan- 
nia, rose,  and  said  he  acknowledged  the  honor  which 
had  been  conferred  upon  him  by  this  sentiment,  and 
the  flattering  manner  in  which  it  had  been  received, 
and  added  his  regret,  that  like  his  friend,  Mr.  Cunard, 
he  was  much  more  accustomed  to  the  business  w'hich 
he  pursued,  than  to  the  business  of  making  a speech. 
He  begged  the  president  and  the  company  to  believe, 
that  he  was  profoundly  and  sincerely  greatful  for  the 
attention  and  kindness  that  he  had  received  at  their 
hands,  although  he  could  not  give  utterance  fo  the 
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sentiments  which  filled  his  heart,  in  language  suitable 
to  the  occasion. 

The  hon.  Daniel  Webster  being  alluded  to,  in  a 
sentiment  from  the  president,  was  loudly  called  for, 
and  after  some  little  delay  was  led  forward  and  pre- 
sented to  the  company  by  two  of  the  vice  presi- 
dents. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a grand,  substantial,  interest- 
ing and  instructive  speech.  The  principal  topic 
was  the  influence  of  steam  power  upon  national  po- 
licy, civilization,  the  arts,  and  individual  happiness. 
It'  would  be  impossible  to  follow  him  through  his 
powerful  and  elaborate  remarks  in  this  brief  sketch 
of  the  table  festivities.  Every  sentence  would  re- 
quire the  most  careful  thought,  and  the  greatest  skill 
in  construction,  to  give  it  the  true  Webster  force  and 
elegance.  The  concluding  portion  of  the  speech 
was  truly  magnificent;  equal,  it  is  believed,  to  any 
thing  that  Mr.  Webster  ever  utteied  on  any  of  those 
great  occasions  which  have  called  into  action  the 
noblest  powers  of  his  owri  great  mind. 

Mr.  Webster,  in  closing,  embodied  the  spirit  of  his 
remarks  in  the  following  sentiment: 

The  peace  of  the  world — May  it  long  be  produced 
by  the  influence  of  civilization  and  Christianity,  and 
by  the  power  of  all  independent  nations  to  defend 
themselves. 

The  president  then  offered  the  subjoined  oddity, 
and  stated  that  one  Andrews  had  a dirge  which  he 
would  chant  on  this  occasion. 

The  memory  of  lime  and  space — Famous  in  their 
day  and  generation-— they  have  been  annihilated  by 
the  steam  engine. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  the  Tremont  theatre,  rose,  and 
with  any  thing  but  a dirge  chanting  aspect,  sung  a 
capital  song,  written  lor  the  festival  by  Moses  Whit- 
ney, jr.  which  produced  a hearty  cachination  from 
some  of  the  gravest  characters  in  the  pavilion. 

The  judiciary  having  been  alluded  to,  in  a very 
complimentary  manner  by  the  president,  his  honor 
judge  Story  responded  to  the  call,  and  said  many 
very  agreeable  and  happy  things,  which  we  regret 
that  time  will  not  permit  us  to  relate,  for  the  enter- 
tainment ol  our  readers.  Judge  Story  gave  as  a 
toast: 

The  memory  of  Walt  and  Franklin,  whose  com- 
bined genius  united  nations,  abridged  space,  and 
turned  upward  the  streams  ol  rivers  to  the  purposes 
of  commerce. 

The  gentlemen  amateurs,  mentioned  above,  here 
favored,  the  company  with  a beautiful  glee,  which 
at  the  earnest  request  of  the  assembly,  they  consent- 
ed to  repeat.  This  was  decidedly  the  best  singing 
we  have  ever  listened  to,  at  any  similar  festival. 

The  following  sentiment  was  read  by.  one  of  the 
vice  presidents,  and  received  a response  from  presi- 
dent Quincy,  of  Harvard  university: 

Our  university — May  it,  like  the  Royal  Mail 
packet,  distribute  good  letters  over  our  land. 

Three  good  toasts  were  then  sent  to  the  chair,  one 
of  which  the  president  said  was  offered  by  captain 
Josiali  Sturgis,  of  the  U.  S.  revenue  cutter  Hamil- 
ton. We  guess  it  was  the  following.  Capt.  Sturgis 
always  has  the  best  quality  on  hand: 

The  hon.  Samuel  Cunard — The  only  man  who  has 
dared  to  beat  the  Queen. 

When  this  sentiment  was  announced,  the  whole 
audience  rose  and  gave  three  cheers.  Tile  gallant 
captain  certainly  deserves  all  the  honor  of  tins  ap- 
plause. 

The  next  sentiment  called  up  Mr.  Geo.  Bancroft, 
the  collector  ol  the  port  of  Boston: 

The  historian  of  America — A collector  of  the 
deeds  of  the  daughter,  and  worthy  of  the  deeds  of  the 
mother. 

Mr.  Bancroft  is  really  a man  of  splendid  talents. 
He  addressed  the  assembly  at  much  length  in  a vigor- 
ous, impassioned  atitj  eloquent  manner;  and  should 
he  always  deal  with  such  excellent  matter,  as  on  this 
occasion,  we  should  delight  to  listen  to  his  public 
speeches,  and  to  do  him  honor  in  our  reports.  As  it 
is,  we  must  pass  him  over  to  our  able  lriends  of  the 
Morning  Post,  who  will  doublless  say  as  much  in 
his  belialf  as  the  merit  of  his  remarks  ma}'  seem  to 
demand. 

His  honor  Jonathan  Chapman,  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  being  called  up  by  amendment  of  rather  ques- 
tionable taste,  took  the  liberty  to  welcome  Mr.  Cu- 
nard to  the  city,  in  her  corporate  capacity— and  after 
some  few  remarks  of  a general  character,  gave — 
js-  Old  England  and  New  England — An  ocean  may 
divide  them — different  forms  of  government  may 
distinguished  them — but  so  lo.ig  as  there  is  a mer- 
chant to  raise  the  steam,  they  cannot  be  kept  asun- 
der. 

Mr.  E.  Hasket  Derby  responded  to  a sentiment,  in 
an  interesting  speech  of  some  length,  and  otlered  as 
a sentiment — 

Ihe  city  of  Boston— Her  industry  and  enterprise, 
aided  by  the  mighty  power  of  steam,  insure  her  ra- 
pid progress  in  the  pioqierous  days  that  await  her: 


may  she  ever  maintain  the  ascendency  she  now  en- 
joys in  education,  literature  and  morals. 

Numerous  volunteer  sentiments  were  sent  to  the 
(able  and  read  by  the  president,  some  of  which  were 
excellent.  Addresses  were  also  delivered  by  Mr. 
Griffin,  of  New  York,  hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  of 
Salem,  and  others. 

The  following  toast  was  then  given,  in  allusion  to 
the  fact  that  both  the  great  political  parties  of  the 
day  united  most  cordially  on  this  occasion  in  doing 
honor  to  Mr.  Cunard. 

The  leaders  of  the  two  great  political  parties — Like 
the  planets,  powerful  in  conjunction,  brilliant  in  op- 
position. 

The  company  then  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Bri- 
tannia, and  quietly  retired  under  a high  pressure  ol 
the  salutary  steam  of  international  good  feeling. 

[Boston  Atlas. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Capital  punishment.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
has  passed  an  act  abolishing  capital  punishment, 
and  substituting  confinement  for  life. 

NEW  YORK. 

Credit  of  the  state.  The  New  York  state  five  per 
cent,  loans,  of  one  million  dollars,  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Erie  Canal — and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  (or  the  Genessee  Valley  canal,  re- 
deemable in  1853 — were  both  taken  on  the  15th  in- 
stant, at  ninety  dollars  for  each  one  hundred  dollars 
of  slock,  by  Prime,  Ward  & King,  for  themselves 
and  others,  in  the  following  proportions: 

August  Belmont,  . . $556,000 

Merchants’  bank,  New  York,  250,000 
Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  250,000 
Bank  of  Commerce,  in  N.  York,  100,000 
Prime,  Ward  & King,  . . 100,000 

$1,250,000 

The  whole  amount  was  payable  and  paid  on  no- 
tification that  the  proposals  were  accepted. 

This  is  about  equal  to  104  dollars  for  a six  per  ct. 
stock.  [ N . Y.  American. 

Erontier  incendiaries.  A correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Sun,  writing  from  Niagara  Falls,  says: 

“With  the  recent  arrest  and  trial  of  Lett  and  Da- 
foe, at  Oswego,  for  attempting  to  set  fire  to  the 
steameuGreat  Britain,  and  with  the  avowed  object 
of  creating  a panic  upon  the  border,  you  are  already 
acquainted.  But  of  the  fact,  that  there  are  many 
others  in  this  region  imbued  with  the  same  spirit, 
and  waiting. only  for  favorable  opportunities  to  ma- 
nifest it,  yon  may  not  be  aware.  Only  two  nights 
ago,  a fellow  was  seized  in  Torento,  for  attempting 
to  fire  a large  storehouse  on  one  of  the  principal 
wharves,  where  were  housed  some  ten  barrels  of 
gunpowder.  Had  he  succeeded  in  his  nefarious  de- 
sign, the  wharf,  the  two  adjacent  and  one  or  two 
steamboats,  would  in  all  probability  have  been  de- 
stroy ed. 

Another,  who  was  this  week  tried  at  the  same 
place  for  high  treason,  detailed  a plan  for  burning 
the  shipping,  &c.  throughout  Canada,  by  means  of 
some  chemical  preparation,  which,  when  ignited, 
would  resist  the  action  of  the  water,  and  which, 
after  long  experiment,  it  was  thought  they  had  dis- 
covered. There  are  many  on  this  line,  who  are 
sufficiently  diabolical  to  commit  any  crime,  how- 
ever devilish,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  with  no 
earthly  object  but  to  gratify  their  own  hellish  pas- 
sions. Among  them  all,  however,  we  don’t  believe, 
notwithstanding  the  tone  of  portions  of  the  Canadian 
press,  thatyou  will  find  one  single  native  born  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.” 

If  the  cause  of  the  Canadian  patriots  rests  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  notorious  scoundrel  Lett,  escaped 
from  the  hands  of  justice,  it  is  likely  to  fall  to  the 
ground.  This  hardened  wretch,  after  being  un- 
chained and  let  out  of  the  cars  on  his  way  to  Au- 
burn prison,  it  is  generally  believed  through  the 
connivance  of  his  vigilant  keepets,  insults  the  com- 
munity by  printed  placards,  boasting  of  his  influ- 
ence, and  now  we  see  followed  up  by  another,  im- 
pudently threatening  the  inhabitants  of  Rochester, 
&c.  if  they  go  on  board  the  British  lake  steamers, 
they  will  do  so  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 

[A.  Y.  Star. 

Centennial  celebration  at  Cherry  Valley.  We  are 
informed  by  a gentleman  who  was  present  at  the 
celebration,  that  it  went  off  will:  great  spirit.  Be- 
tween three  and  four  thousand  persons  were  present 
on  the  occasion.  Among  the  distinguished  pprsons 
were  his  excellency  governor  Seward  and  the  rev. 
Dr.  Nntt,  president  of  Union  college.  The  vast  con- 
course of  people  gathered  together  was  addressed 
by  both  these  gentlemen.  Dr.  Nott  spoke  with  his 
usual  ability  and  eloquence.  The  speech  of  gov. 
Seward  was  exceedingly  happy.  It  was  entirely 
free  from  any  political  allusions,  and  was  through, 
out  beautiful  and  impressive.  The  regular  histori- 
cal address  was  delivered  by  William  W.  Campbell, 
esq.  of  this  city.  Cherry  Valley  was  first  settled  in 


the  summer  of  1740,  and  was  the  first  place  where 
there  was  preaching  in  the  English  language,  and 
where  the  first  classical  school  was  established  in 
central  or  western  New  York.  The  history  of  the 
trials  of  the  early  inhabitants  and  the  destruction  of 
the  settlement  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  fur- 
nished interesting  topics  for  the  various  discourses. 

[ N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Fourteen  buildings  were  recently  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Sub-treasury  celebration.  We  learn  from  the  N. 
Y.  Post,  that  an  immense  assemblage  was  gathered 
at  Tammany  Hall,  on  Friday  night,  to  celebrate  the 
passage  of  the  independent  treasury  bill.  The 
building,  with  ail  the  avenues  leading  to  it,  was 
crowded  by  democrats,  who  were  eager  to  lake 
part  in  the  proceedings.  Judge  Scott  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  vice  chairmen  and  secretaries  ap- 
pointed. Mr.  Theopbilus  Fisk,  of  Virginia,  made 
a glowing  and  stirring  speech,  in  which  he  depicted 
the  evils  of  bank  influence  in  the  strongest  language. 
Repealed  calls  were  then  made  for  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  who  addressed  the  meeting  in  a speech  of 
much  eloquence  and  power,  and  wiiich  was  receiv- 
ed with  much  applause  by  the  audience. 

Banks.  All  the  banks  of  this  slate  are  by  law 
required  to  redeem  their  notes  from  July  1st  on- 
ward, at  half  per  cent,  discount,  either  at  N.  York 
or  Albany. 

Reduction  of  tolls.  The  canal  commissioners  of 
New  York,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
that  state,  with  a view  to  encourage  the  transporta- 
tion of  Pennsylvania  coal  on  the  New  York  canals, 
have  reduced  the  tolls  on  this  article  from  9 mills 
per  ton,  to  4 mills  a ton  per  mile. 

The  king  of  Hanover.  By  a report  made  to  the 
legislature  oi  New  York  by  Willis  Hall,  the  attor- 
ney general,  relative  to  the  title  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Pulteney  estate  to  lands  in  Steuben  and  Alle- 
ghany counties,  it  appears  that  Ernest  Augustus, 
duke  of  Cumberland,  and  now  king  of  Hanover,  is 
one  of  the  present  acting  trustees  to  that  estate. 

Albany.  “Filly-seven  years  ago,”  said  the  vene- 
rable gov.  Morgan  Lewis,  sitting  a few  days  since 
in  our  counting-room,  “I  sold  this  lot  (the  Ex- 
change), to  James  Bloodgood,  for  £300.  We  were 
just  out  of  the  revolution,  and  I was  glad  to  get  so 
much  for  the  property.”  The  lot  cost  Ihe  Exchange 
company  four  years  ago,  $139,600.  Such  is  the 
progress  of  things  since  our  fathers  were  “just  out 
of  the  revolution.” 

Rail  road  enterprise.  The  city  of  New  York  is 
turning  her  earnest  attention  to  the  contemplated 
rail  road  to  Albany.  Committees  of  the  common 
council  and  boards  of  trade  and  commerce,  have 
been  engaged  in  examining  the  routes  for  the  road. 
The  decided  action  of  New  York  in  this  matter  is 
urged  from  the  circumstance  that  the  rail  road  com- 
munication between  Albany  and  Boston,  is  being 
pushed  with  great  energy — a new  impetus  having 
been  gi\  en  to  this  latter  work,  by  the  subscription 
made  to  it  by  the  city  of  Albany,  and  by  the  pay- 
ment, within  a few  days  past,  of  the  instalment  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  towards  it. 

Fires  in  New  York.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  fire  commissioners,  there  occurred  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  din  ing  the  period  of  one  year,  192 
fires,  being  an  average  of  more  than  one  for  every 
48  hours!  Of  these,  96  originated  in  brick  and  fire- 
proof buildings. 

The  property  destroyed  by  the  said  fires,  amounted 
in  all  to  $3,225,409 

On  which  there  was  insurance  for  2,933,310 

The  collective  amounts  paid  by  the  in- 
surance companies,  was  2,001,991 

Leaving  a balance  of  actual  loss  to  the 
persons  insured,  of  981,319 

The  value  of  property  destroyed,  on  which 

there  was  no  insurance,  amounts  to  242,099 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Lunacy  and  idiocy  in  New  Jersey.  The  Newark 
Daily  Advertiser  gives  some  account  of  a report 
recently  made  in  New  Jersey  by  a board  of  physi- 
cians appointed  under  a resolution  of  the  legisla- 
ture instituting  a commission  to  inquire  into  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  lunatics  in  (lie  slate, 
and  the  practicability  of  a state  asylum.  In  order 
to  facilitate  the  proposed  inquiry  the  state  was  di- 
vided into  five  districts,  and  a district  assigned  to 
each  of  Ihe  five  members  ot  the  board. 

The  returns  show  that  the  unfortunate  class  of 
beings  embraced  in  the  scope  of  this  inquiry  ^um- 
bers at  least  700.  Of  these,  33S  are  lunatics  and 
358  idiots.  It  is  at  present  the  custom  in  (he  state 
to  confine  in  jails  those  of  the  class  of  lunatics  who 
are  considered  unsafe  when  at  large.  Instances  aie 
mentioned  of  some  who  are  said  to  have  been  con- 
fined in  cells  upwards  of  twenty  years.  In  several 
of  the  jails  some  of  these  unfortunate  persons  are 
in  chains.  Dr.  McChesney,  one  of  tire  beard  of 
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inquiry,  says — “I  find  scenes  of  misery  and  wretch- 
edness that  ttie  citizens  of  New  Jersey  have  never 
dreamed  of — enough  to  melt  the  heart  of  the  most 
obdurate.”  Fourteen  of  the  cases  reported  by  this 
gentleman  were  traced  to  intemperance,  six  to  reli- 
gious excitement,  and  four  to  the  influence  of  love. 
The  greater  part  however  arose  from  causes  un- 
known. 

The  commissioners  are  unanimous  in  favor  of  a 
state  asylum  or  hospital.  The  benefits  derived 
from  these  institutions  in  those  states  where  they 
have  been  established  are  incontestible;  and  go  to 
show  that  mild  treatment  and  medical  aid  may  not 
only  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  patients  so  unfortu- 
nately afflicted,  but  that  in  very  many  instances 
complete  cures  may  be  effected. 

AnniversanJ  at  Brooklyn.  The  Brooklyn  News, 
speaking  of  the  celebration  in  that  neighbor  city 
opposite,  says  the  Brooklyn  Light  Guard  made  a 
fine  appearance.  One  of  the  prettiest  parts  of  the 
whole  process.ion  was  the  ship  Constitution,  man- 
ned by  some  of  the  youths  of  the  naval  school.  A 
large  number  of  the  apprentices  followed  this  ap- 
propriate and  beautiful  display.  The  rope  makers’ 
benevolent  society — the  carpenters’  society  and  the 
Hibernian  society,  with  appropriate  banners,  suc- 
ceeded each  other  in  the  procession. 

Political.  The  Princeton  Whig  states  that  the 
New  Jersey  state  central  committee  are  making 
preparations  to  receive  the  whig  representatives  to 
congress  from  that  state  (but  who  were  excluded 
from  their  seats)  with  proper  demonstrations  of 
feeling,  on  their  return  from  Washinglon.  It  is 
proposed  to  receive  them  on  the  battle  ground  at 
Trenton,  on  the  22d  instant,  together  with  such  of 
the  whig  members  of  congress  as  may  accompany 
them  on  their  way  home. 

WAig.meeling  a’.  Elizabethtown ■ The  gathering 
at  Elizabethtown  last  evening  was  very  great,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  drizzling  atmosphere,  it 
would  questionless  have  been  immense.  The  ori- 
ginal expectation  was  that  Messrs.  Crittenden,  Prof- 
fit  and  Preston  would  be  the  speakers;  but  the  form- 
er two  thought  themselves  compelled  to  run  directly 
to  Washington  yesterday  morning.  In  this  emer- 
gency the  hon.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  whose  previous 
intention  was  merely  to  introduce  his  compeers  of 
the  senate  to  the  audience,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
speak,  as  did  also  Hiram  Ketchuin,  esq.  of  this  city, 
although  he  did  not  receive  his  invitation  until  after 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and  was  consequently 
unprepared  by  premeditation. 

The  orators  were  waited  upon  at  the  Astor  house 
by  a committee  from  New  Jersey,  at  a quarter  past 
four  o’clock,  by  whom  they  were  accompanied  to 
the~pTace  of  meeting,  as  they  also  were  by  a consi- 
derable number  of  New  York  gentlemen — guests 
and  others,  who  were  desirous  of  again  listening  to 
the  eloquent  voices  of  those  who  were  to  speak.  At 
Newark,  a‘  long  additional  train  of  cars  was  found 
compactly  filled,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  loco- 
motive, will)  the  distinguished  southerner  and  his 
friends.  Approaching  Elizabethtown,  notwithstand- 
ing the  continued  rain,  it  was  (ound  that  the  streets 
were  thronged,  while  the  people  from  the  circum- 
jacent country  were  pouring  in  from  every  direction. 
The  arrival  of  the  cars  was  announced  by  a dis- 
charge of  cannon,  and  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Pres- 
ton was  greeted  with  enthusiastic  cheers. 

It  had  been  originally  designed  by  the  committee 
that  the  meeting  should  be  held  in  front  of  the 
court  house,  the  steps  of  which  would  have  served 
for  a forum.  But  the  state  of  the  weather  render- 
ing it  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  practicable  to 
hold  the  meeting  i,n  the  open  air,  the  arrangement 
was  changed,  and  ^a  very  large  building  erected  for 
a coach  manufactory,  but  rendered  tenantless  bv  the, 
suicidal  policy  of  the  administration,  was  selected. 
By  actual  admeasurement  it  was  ascertained  that* 
four  thousand  persons  could  be  accommodated  with- 
in this  building.  A stage  was  hastily  erected,  and 
the  interior  was  appropriately  hung  with  flags  and 
painted  banners  of  various  patriotic  devices. 

To  this  building,  therefore,  the  orators  were  con- 
ducted, and  the  multitude  repaired.  But  the  doors 
were  no  sooner  opened  than  it  was  crowded  almost 
to  suffocation,  while  several  thousand  people  were 
utterly  unable  to  effect  an  entrance.  An  adjourn- 
ment to  the  field  in  front  was  immediately  called  for 
and  carried,  and  the  orators  were  transferred  by  the 
committee  to  another  forum  erected  hastily  without 
the  walls. 

Mr.  Senator  Tallmadge  was  first  introduced  to 
the  assembly  by  Mr.  Chetwood,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  arrangements,  and  he  proceeded  to 
address  the  meeting  for  about  an  hour,  with  signal 
ability  and  effect.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Ketch- 
11111,  who  well  sustained  the  high  reputation  he  has 
so  richly  earned  as  a popular  speaker  in  this  city. 
Mr.  K.  spoke  for  about  thirty  minutes — the  rain 
continuing  to  descend  during  the  whole  time. 


It  was  about  six  o’clock  when  Mr.  Tallmadge 
commenced  speaking;  and  at  the  close  of  Mr. 
Ketchum’s  eloquent  address,  the  shades  of  night 
were  darkening  the  sombre  skies  with  deeper  gloom. 

X Jn  the  rising  of  Mr.  Preston,  therefore,  lights 
were  called  for,  and  the  stage  was  forthwith  illumi- 
nated by  an  array  of  flambeaux,,  which  imparted  a 
high  degree  of  the  picturesque  to  the  imposing 
scene.  Never  was  an  orator  received  with  more 
flattering  testimonials  of  public  regard,  and  rarely, 
indeed,  has  any  popular  speaker  in  our  country 
more  amply  proved  from  the  forum  that  he  deserved 
all  the  applause  that  he  received.) 

The  meeting  could  not  have  numbered  less  than 
five  thousand  persons,  mostly  fanners,  assembled 
from  the  surrounding  country  to  the  distance  of  fif- 
teen or  twenty  miles.  All  the  speakers  in  their 
grave  and  argumentative  passages  were  listened  to 
with  profound  attention,  while  their  lighter  sallies  of 
humor  and  pleasantry  were  received  with  immense 
applause.  Mr.  Preston  spoke  for  about  two  hours, 
during  which  period  he  held  his  audience  as  if  chain- 
ed by  a spell.  ■ His  disclosures  of  the  profligacy  and 
corruption  of  the  administration  were  enough  to 
awaken  one  deep  and  universal  feeling  of  indigna- 
tion through  every  patriotic  bosom. 

His  appeals  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  New 
Jersey,  touching  the  insult  to  her  sovereignty  in  the 
persons  of  her  legally  elected  members  of  congress, 
were  so  powerful  that  (we  could  almost  imagine  the 
illustrious  dead  of  the  state  to  be  starting  with  in- 
dignation from  their  graves  to  avenge  the  wrong. 
Now  he  poured  forth  torrents  of  withering  invec- 
tive, and  anon  he  soared  in  flights  of  eloquence, 
glow'ing  and  lofty;  while  at  times'he  let  fly  from  his 
ample  quiver,  the  lighter  artillery  of  wit  and  satire 
— delicate  and  playful,  and  yet  biting  as  caustic,— 
convulsing  the  whole  multitude  with  laughter./ 

But  we  have  not  room  this  evening  to  speak  at 
greater  length  of  this  most  interesting  meeting. 
The  editor  of  the  American;  one  ot  the  committee 
of  arrangements,  took  brief  notes  of  the  several  ad- 
dresses, which  he  is  writing  out  for  to-morrow’s 
publication,  and  we  have  liberty  to  avail  ourselves 
of  his  report.  The  meeting  was  closed  at  a quarter 
before  ten  o’clock,  until  which  hour,  not  a man, 
appai ently — nor  a woman  either,  for  there  were 
numbers  of  ladies  present — left  the  ground. 

[2V.  Y.  Com.  Ado.  July  8. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Assessment  of  properly  in  Pennsylvania..  The  as- 
sessed value  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property  in 
Pennsylvania,  according  to  the  valuation  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  is  $246,895,886. 

Agricultural.  The  Philadelphia  society  for  pro- 
moting agriculture,  have  fixed  for  the  annual  exhi- 
bition and  sale  of  the  society,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  7th  and  8th  of  October  next,  at  the 
old  Rising  Sun  tavern  on  the  Germantown  road. 

Resignation.  Judge  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  it 
is  announced,  has  resigned  his  judicial  functions. 
He  resumes  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Easton. 

Appointment.  Governor  Porter  has  appointed 
Anson  V.  Parsons,  esq.  of  Lycoming  county,  as 
president  judge  of  tile  Dauphin  and  Lebanon  judi- 
cial district,  lately  made  vacant  by  the  resignation 
of  James  M.  Porter,  esq. 

Legal  decision.  It  is  stated  in  the  Gettysburg 
Star  of  yesterday,  that  the  supreme  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  declared,  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature,  classifying  the  associate  judges  of 
the  state,  to  be  unconstitutional.  A decision  under 
that  law  by  president  judge,  James  M.  Porter,  in 
which  he  vacated  the  commission  of  one  of  the  as- 
sociate judges  of  Schuylkill  county,  was  taken  up 
by  writ  of  error,  and  reversed  on  that  ground,  by 
the  supreme  court. 

Political.  Air  administration  state  convention  is 
to  assemble  at  Lancaster  on  the  5th  of  August.  Dis- 
positions are  making  throughout  the  state  to  send 
delegates. 

General  McKean.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Brad- 
ford county  papers,  that  the  late  melancholy  act  of 
this  gentleman , was  committed  under  the  influence 
of  opium,  which  had  been  administered  to  allay  the 
pains  of  an  acute  chronic  rheumatism.  Some  hopes 
are  now  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

The  annual  commencement  of  the  university  of 
Pennsylvania  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  Wednes- 
day last.  The  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  was  con- 
ferred on  fifteen  young  gentlemen. 

Pennsylvania  canal.  The  Erie  extension  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  has  been  completed  to  Green- 
ville, in  Mercer  county.  A public  celebration  ot 
the  opening  ot  the  work  to  that  point  was  to  take 
place  yesterday. 

The  Wyoming  coal  company  have  determined  by 
resolutions,  to  raise  from  among  the  stockholders, 
by  instalments,  some  20,000  dollars,  wherewith  to 
prosecute  their  coal  operations,  by  finishing  their 
railway  in  Hanover  township,  tkc. 


Tioga  rail  road.  The  Tioga  Eagle  announces 
the  completion  of  the  Tioga  rail  road  fiom  Corning 
to  Blossburg,  a distance  of  forty  miles,  and  that  the 
United  States  mail  is  now  conveyed  over  the  road 
by  locomotive  power,  which  connects  with  a daily 
line  of  post  coaches,  from  Corning  to  the  Seneca 
lake,  and  from  Blossburg  to  the  Williamsport  and 
Elmira  rail  road.  The  Arbon  coal  company  have 
already  commenced  sending  coal  over  this  road  to 
New  York. 

Anthracite  iron.  Accounts  from  the  Lehigh  Crane 
Iron  company’s  furnace  on  the  Lehigh  canal,  near 
Allentown,  state  the  workmen  now  tap  once  in  15 
hours — the  last  tap  produced  over  three  and  a half 
tons  of  first  rate  No.  1 pigs.  The  production  or 
this  furnace  daily  increases.  It  has  been  in  blast 
about  ten  days,  and  is  now  making  at  the  rate  of 
forty  tons  a week,  and  it  is  expected  will  gradually 
increase  up  to  sixty  tons  a week. 

Temperance  reform.  A decided  and  very  impor- 
tant demonstration  in  favor  of  the  temperance  cause 
has  just  been  made  in  Philadelphia,  whycli  is  thus 
noticed  in  the  Inquirer.  It  cannot  but  gladden  the 
heart  of  the  philanthropist  to  witness  the  successful 
efforts  w’hich  are  being  made  towards  the  eradica- 
tion of  the  great  evil  of  intemperance. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia  was  marked  by  a tem- 
perance movement  of  more  than  ordinary  interest 
on  Sunday  last.  In  the  morning,  temperance  dis- 
courses of  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  character, 
were  preached  at  lour  of  our  Catholic  churches — 
namely  St.  John’s,  St.  Augustine’s,  St.  Joseph’s  and 
St.  Mary’s — and  after  vespers,  temperance  societies 
were  formed,  when  upwards  of  1,500  individuals 
went  forward  and  took  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence. 
This  is  an  admirable  beginning  of  a laudible  work, 
the  results  of  which  are  likely  to  be  of  the  most 
salutary  kind.  In  most  instances,  the  clergymen 
themselves  were  the  first  to  go  forward,  when  they 
were  followed  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  indivi- 
duals indeed,  of  every  class  in  society.  The  scenes 
were  gratifying  in  the  highest  degree  to  every  be- 
nevolent mind.  Each  member  obtains  a card,  sign- 
ed by  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

We  learn  that  bishop  Kenrick,  who  is  now,  ab- 
sent on  his  mission  through  the  diocese  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  also  engaged  in  this  good  work,  and  w ill 
exert  himself  to  establish  societies  at  every  consi- 
derable point  of  his  route.  FatherMattheiv  has  set 
a glorious  example,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  his 
noble  efforts,  will  be  felt  long  after  his  mortal  re- 
mains repose  in  their  mother  earth.  Why  may  not 
similar  efforts  be  made,  and  similar  results  follow 
in  this  country? 

As  a matter  of  general  interest  to  the  friends  of 
the  cause,  we  give  the  card  in  detail: 

PENNSYLVANIA  CATHOLIC 
Total  abstinence  society. 

“It  is  good  not  to  eat  flesh,  and  not  to  drink  wine, 
nor  any  thing  whereby  thy  brother  is  offended  or 
scandalized  or  made  weak.” — Rom.  xiv.  21. 

“In  this  sign  thou  shalt  conquer .” 

“1  ney  that  give  themselves  to  drinking,  and  that 
club  together,  shall  be  consumed;  and  drowsiness 
shall  be  clothed  with  rags.” — Prov.  xxiii.  21. 

“Wo  to  him  that  giveth  drink  to  his  friend,  and 
presenteth  his  gall  and  maketh  him  drunk.” — Ha- 
bacuc  ii.  15. 

PLEDGE. 


I promise  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicating  drinks, 
except  used  medicinally  and  by  order  of  a medical 
man;  a id  to  discountenance  the  cause  and  practice 
of  intemperance. 


Fruits  of  temperance. 
DOMESTIC  COMFORT, 
FAVOR  OF  GOD 

AND 

RESPECT  OF  MAN. 
PEACE  AND  PLENTY. 
Health  of  soul  and  body. 
ETERNAL  HAPPI- 
NESS. 


Fruits  of  intemperance. 
RUIN  OF  FAMILIES. 
ANGER  OF  GOD, 

AND 

CONTEMPT  OF  MAN. 
Poverly  in  its  worst  forms. 
DISEASE  and  CRIME. 
Insanity-premature  death. 
ETERNAL  MISERY. 


Onions.  W eathers field,  outd&ne.  On  Friday  last 
we  counted  on  the  wharf  between  Lombard  and 
South  streets,  at  one  time,  five  wagons,  each  drawn 
by  two  horses,  and  nineteen  carts,  each  drawn  by 
one  or  two  horses,  all  laden  with  onions.  On  in- 
quiry we  ascertained  that  they  were  grown  in  the 
Neck,  that  a vessel  was  loading  with  onions  for  the 
West  Indies  and  that  lour  other  vessels  had  cleared 
within  a month  past,  whose  cargoes  were  chiefly 
onions.  Yesterday,  we  observed  two  other  vessels 
taking  in  their  cargoes,  one  of  which  has  six  hun- 
dred dozen  of  ropes  of  onions  engaged.  This  beats 
Weathersfield  all  hollow! 

Quicksilver.  It  was  mentioned  a year  ago,  that  a 
quicksilver  mine  had  been  discovered  on  the  Blue 
mountain,  in  the  neighborhood  where  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Myerstown  to  Pinegrove  crosses  the  same: 
it 'was  found  in  its  pure  state  in  small  quantities. 
We  have  been  informed,  says  the  Lebanon  Courier, 
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there  was  considerable  found  this  summer;  several 
gentlemen  from  Lebanon  county  have  the  honor  of 
the  discovery.  It  appears  that  the  ground  which 
was  for  years  not  noticed,  or  could  riot  be  sold  for 
taxes,  is  now  becoming  of  great  value.  We  wish 
success  to  the  fortunate  gentlemen  who  discovered 
the  mine,  and  hope  the  day  will  soon  come,  when 
Pennsylvania  can  boast  of  mining  and  manufactur- 
ing the  hard  currency  in  its  own  state.  Where  there 
is  quicksilver,  it  is  frequently  found  in  combination 
witti  silver.  [ Philadelphia  Sentinel. 

Lead  ore — a valuable  discovery.  A lead  mine  has 
recently  been  discovered  in  Northumberland  coun- 
ty, which,  for  richness  and  quality  of  metal,  is  not 
exceeded  by  the  far  famed  mines  of  Galena.  We 
are  informed  that  it  yields  from  60  to  75  per  cent, 
of  most  excellent  quality. 

Columbia  railway.  Comparative  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  following  articles,  received  at  Phila- 
delphia, from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  May, 
inclusive,  in  1837,  ’38,  ’39,  and  ’40. 

1837.  1838.  1839.  1840. 

Flour,  bbls.  39,93^  78,313  108.924  160.996 

Wheat,  bush.  8,079  12,410  3,172  50.515 

Other  grain,  do.  83,754  105,384  27,138  107,928 

Bacon,  lbs.  1,137,698  3,553,300  4,614,729  1,795,811 
Butter,  do.  20.635  117,505  22,2S3  155.315 

Cotton,  do.  76,901  368,892  21,298  548,407 

Hemp,  do.  384  5S1  708,845  28,600 

Hides,  do.  4,485  5,000  30,280  105,913 

Ir&cbar’|  lbs- 1,268,536  1,544,455  2,111,648  1,347,5 

Do.  pig  and  ' 

castings, 
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319,923 

Lard  & tallow,  “ 297,695 
Lead,  pig  ' 

156,097 


611,919  1,785,047 
57,737  229,768 


2,500 

159S02 


335,649 
297, ISO 


174,167 

228,302 

507,897 

195.563 


and  bar 
Leather, 

Tobacco,  “ 296,192  1,575,227  639,647  1,043.603 

Whiskey,  galls.  152,528  279.298  183,525  3161647 

Wool,  lbs.  46,899  169,948  121,826  73,758 

Departed  for  the  west,  from  Philadelphia. 

1837.  1838.  1839.  1840. 

Fish,  bbls.  2,307  5,015  2 985  7,749 

Groceries,  lbs.  4,869.582  9,489,102  11,265,492  7,952  740 
Hemp,  “ 140.632  180,830  212,184  43  713 

Hides,  “ 240,749  210.389  236,035  220,452 

Md’se,  “ 9,950,924  9,870,941  14,378,784  8,634  931 
Oils,  gallons,  11,390  23,102  24,665  34,032 

Plaster,  tons,  908  1.479  1,103  944 

Cars  cleared,  8,207  11,167  14,635  13,862 

The  above  table  presents  some  singular  contrasts 
and  is  valuable  as  exhibiting  the  increase  and  de- 
crease of  the  business  done  by  Philadelphia  with  the 
interior. 

In  flour,  for  instance,  the  receipts  have  increased 
from  39,933  bbls.  to  160,996  bbls.  within  the  last  four 
years.  In  wheat,  there  has  been  a greater  increase, 
the  amount  in  1837  having  been  only  8,079  bushels, 
this  year  it  is  50,515  bushels.  Bacon,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  fallen  off  very  materially  as  compared 
with  last  year,  when  4,614,729  lbs.  arrived,  against 
1,795,811  lbs.  this  year.  Colton  shows  a greater 
change  in  the  increased  supply — in  1837  the  arri- 
vals amounted  to  76,901  lbs.  and  in  1S40  to  548,407 
lbs.  of  1,370  bales  of  400  lbs.  each.  Whiskey,  not- 
withstanding the  price  has  been  lower  than  tor  seve- 
ral preceding  years,  has  materially  increased  from 
152,258  galls,  in  1837,  to  316,647  galls,  this  year.  In 
skins  the  increase  has  been  very  great,  the  supply 
in  1837  being  only  4,485  lbs.  and,  in  1S40,  105,013 
lbs.  Lead,  also,  shows  a remarkable  increase,  in 
1837,  none  arrived;  in  1838  only  2,500  ibs.  and  in 
1840,  the  receipts  have  been  507,897  Ibs.  Tobacco 
— tiie  increase  in  this  article  has  been  such  as  to 
induce  the  belief  that  our  market  will  soon  become 
an  important  one  for  this  article — in  1S37,  the  re- 
ceipts were  296,192  Ibs.  and  in  1840,  1.643,603  lbs. 
In  the  former  year  a considerable  part  of  the  re- 
ceipts were  destined  for  Baltimore,  and  were  mere- 
ly iorwarded  by  this  route;  this  year  all  the  supplies 
are  ottered  lor  sale  in  this  market. 

The  clearances  present  a gratifying  result,  and 
show  the  rapid  increase  of  the  trade  ot  Philadelphia 
from  1837  to  1839,  and  the  great  decrease  this  year 
owing  to  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  country  at 
, large.  In  groceries,  the  quantity  forwarded  to  the 
interior  in  1837  was  4,869,582  lbs. — in  1S38  it  had 
more  than  doubled,  the  amount  being  9,489,102  Ibs. 
which  had  increased  in  1839  to  11.265,492  lbs. 
This  year  the  amount  lias  been  only  7,952,740  lbs. 
Merchandise  show's  nearly  the  same  decrease — the 
amount  despatched  in  1839  being  14,878,784  Ib3. 
against  8,634,934  lbs.  Other  articles  forwarded  to 
the  interior  show  nearly  the  same  result. 

Slorm  in  York  county — Loss  of  life.  A letter  re- 
ceived in  this  city,  from  Shrewsbury,  York  county, 
Pa.  dated  July  8,  gives  an  account  of  a tremendous 
storm  which  occurred  there  on  that  evening,  caus- 
ing great  destruction  of  properly,  personal  injury 
and  loss  of  life.  It  commenced  about  half  past  eight 

o’clock,  with  rain  and  a tiigh  wind,  blowing  with  the 
force  of  a hurricane  from  the  southwest.  Nearly 


every  house  in  the  place  was  submerged,  and  a 
number  entirely  destroyed.  The  roofs  of  many 
were  blown  off,  and  the  street  presented  a most  de- 
plorable scene  of  ruin.  On  the  main  street  the 
houses  were  unroofed.  The  Methodist  meeting 
house  has  been  destroyed.  In  one  of  the  back 
streets  a dwelling  house  was  entirely  thrown  down, 
burying  two  families  under  the  ruins — those  of  Mr. 
B.  Grevell  and  of  Mr.  Neller.  Mrs.  Grevell  was 
killed,  Mr.  G.  dangerously  hurt  and  several  of  his 
children  so  severely  injured  that  it  was  not  expect- 
ed they  could  survive.  [Balt.  Sun. 

Another  tornado.  We  gave,  a few  days  since,  an 
account  of  a violent  and  destructive  tornado  which 
happened  at  Shrewsbury,  York  county,  in  this  state, 
commencing  at  half-past  8 o’clock  in  the  evening 
of  tile  8th  ol  July.  We  subjoin  from  the  York  Ga- 
zette, a notice  of  a similar  occurrence,  a few  hours 
earlier  on  the  same  day,  in  Newbery  township,  in 
the  same  county.  A correspondent  writing  from 
the  scene  of  destruction,  says: 

“We  have  been  visited  by  one  of  the  greatest 
whirlwinds  that  has  probably  ever  been  witnessed 
in  Pennsylvania.  Yesterday,  between  three  and 
four  o’clock,  P.  M.  a tremendously  large  and  dense 
cloud  arose  in  a direction  about  southwest  from  the 
village  of  Newbery.  It  seemed  to  lie  quiescent  un- 
til about  a quarter  past  four,  at  which  tiinethe  whole 
face  of  the  sky  suddenly  assumed  an  appearance  of 
violent  commotion.  The  different  strata  of  clouds 
seemed  moving  athwart  each  other,  and  the  whole 
mass  tending  eastwardly,  with  a noise  similar  to 
distant  thunder.  Instantly,  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  the  largest  trees  were  hurled  to  the  ground — 
some  ol  the  tallest  and  sturdiest  oaks  snapped  off 
like  a dried  and  rotten  reed,  others  torn  by  the  roots 
from  their  gigantic  fastenings  in  the  earth,  and 
swept  away.  Those  at  a distance  of  two  miles  from 
the  scene  of  destruction  could  see  the  tops  of  trees 
and  grain  in  the  sheaf  whirled  along  high  in  the  air. 
I am  informed  that  considerable  rye  in  the  sheaf 
was  taken  from  the  field  of  Mr.  Jas.  Nichols,  and 
carried  off'  perhaps  to  the  distance  of  a quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  lodged  in  the  tops  of  standingoaks.  It  is 
impossible  accurately  to  describe  the  scene  as  it 
appeared.  The  storm  continued  but  a few  moments. 
It  extended,  in  length,  about  two  miles,  embracing 
at  some  point  of  its  progress,  about  30  roods  in 
width,  demolishing  the  principal  part  of  the  timber, 
fences,  &c.  in  its  way.  There  were  fortunately  no 
buildings  in  its  destructive  path;  and  I have  heard 
of  no  life  lost  or  personal  injury  received.  It  pass- 
ed within  half  a mile  of  east  Newbery.  If  it  had 
found  that  village  in  its  course,  it  is  hardly  possible 
that  a single  house  in  it  would  have  escaped  des- 
truction.” 

The  York  Gazelte  adds: — “It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  York  borough  is  situated  directly  be- 
tween Shrewsbury  and  Newbery,  the  scenes  of  the 
destructive  storms;  and  that,  on  the  day  of  their  oc- 
currence, there  were  scarcely  a perceptible  breeze 
here.  We  had  a very  heavy  rain  at  about  5 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon.” 

Sub-treasury.  The  Reading  Democratic  Press 
says,  that  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  passage 
of  the  independent  treasury  bill,  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  Reading  fired  one  hundred  guns 
in  honor  of  the  event. 

Sickness.  There  is  a species  of  illness,  says  the 
Philadelphia  Spirit  of  the  Times,  in  our  city,  just 
now,  resembling  somewhat  in  its  prominent  fea- 
tures the  cholera.  People  are  suddenly  taken  with 
violent  pains,  against  which  the  ordinary  remedies 
appear  to  have  no  effect.  After  a few  hours  they 
subside,  then  shortly  commence  again,  and  so  con- 
tinue for  several  days,  sometimes  terminating  fatal- 
ly, and  sometimes  giving  way  before  the  adminis- 
tration of  active  drugs.  We  found  great  and  instant 
relief  ourself  from  the  free  use  of  rice  water. 

Dogs.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  states  that  near- 
ly 1,000  dogs  have  been  caught  and  killed  within  the 
limits  ol  t hat  city  since  the  commencement  of  the 
season.  The  catchers  are  still  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness, from  II  P.  M.  lo  3 A.  M.  each  night. 

MARYLAND. 

Revolutionary  reminiscences. — The  old  Maryland 
Journal — Joseph  Galloway.  A friend  handed  us  a 
day  or  two  ago  a leaf  of  an  old  newspaper  printed  in 
Baltimore  on  the  26th  of  Oct.  1779,  and  entitled  the 
Maryland  Journal  and  Baltimore  Advertiser.  It  has 
been  carefully  treasured  up  for  the  original  value 
of  its  contents,  the  main  substance  of  which  is,  the 
examination  of  Joseph  Galloway  before  the  house  of 
commons.  The  opinions  of  Galloway  were  read 
with  intense  interest  in  the  colonies,  as  he  was  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  men  of  his  age,  and  after  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  eaily  stages  of  the  revolution, 
had  joined  the  enemy.  The  desertion  of  the  popu- 
lar cause  by  such  a man  in  the  darkest  days  of  1776, 
produced  a powerful  effect  on  the  public  mind,  and 
the  anxiety  and  distrust  of  many  worthy  people  were 


not  dispelled  until  the  successes  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton  crowned  the  arms  of  Washington.  It  was 
in  1776,  about  December,  that  Galloway  left  the  co- 
lonial cause,  and  went  over  to  N.  York  and  remain- 
ed with  the  British  until  1778,  when  he  went  over 
to  Britain.  The  curiosity  of  the  English  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  so  eminent  a man  on  the  civil  and 
military  affairs  of  the  colonies,  was  great,  and  he 
was  called  before  a committee  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. Various  questions  were  propounded  to  him, 
and  his  answers  indicated  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  resources  of  the  colonies,  and  did  not  exempt 
the  British  geneials  in  America  from  blame.  He 
was  a man  of  wealth,  and  sacrificed  a fortune  of 
forty  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  the  cause  of  the 
British  king.  He  was  an  early  and  intimate  friend 
of  Franklin,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  philoso- 
pher while  associated  in  the  assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1764,  he  sought  to  change  the  proprietary 
government  of  that  colony  into  a royal  one.  He  was 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  and  was  appointed  a dele- 
gate to  the  congress  of  1774.  In  his  examination 
he  denounced  the  cruelties  of  the  British  in  the  Jer- 
seys, and  displayed  throughout  the  feelings  of  a man 
who  had  chosen  the  British  side  of  the  question  from 
conviction,  and  who  never  forgot  his  eariy  connex- 
ions and  the  home  of  his  childhood  and  maturer 
years.  It  might  well  be  that  the  testimony  of  such 
a man  in  1779,  a period  when  the  crisis  of  the  revo- 
lution was  undetermined,  would  have  been  awaited 
with  anxiety  in  the  colonies,  and  read  eagerly  when 
received.  And  it  is  to  this  curiosity  and  the  natu- 
ral desire  of  preserving  that  which  has  once  possess- 
ed the  highest  degree  of  interest,  that  we  owe  the 
preservation  of  this  ancient  relic.  It  is  addressed 
to  Alexander  Warfield,  and  is  endorsed  in  a clear 
hand  “ Galloway's  examination .”  It  may  be  well 
enough  to  say  that  Mr.  Galloway  lived  to  see  the 
colonies  independent  and  prosperous,  waxing  more 
powerful  every  hour,  and  taking  rank  with  the 
strongest  nations  of  the  earth.  He  died  in  England 
in  the  third  year  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  administration. 

[ Norfolk  Beacon. 

Administration  electoral  ticket.  William  A.  Spen- 
cer, Henry  G.  S.  Key,  Cathel  Humphreys,  Edward 
Lloyd,  •Oiho  Scott,  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  James 
Murray,  Win.  P.  Maulsby,  Charles  Macgill,  Wal- 
ter Mitchell. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company.  A general 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  according  to  adjourn- 
ment assembled  at  Washington  on  the  2 1st  June,  and 
remained  in  session  two  days.  The  National  Intel- 
ligencer says:  “It  has  been  willed  by  the  Maryland 
commissioners  that  the  future  meetings  of  the  com- 
pany be  held  in  Fredericktown.” 

A revolutionary  hero  gone.  The  last  of  the  Mary- 
land line.  Departed  this  life  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  at  his  farm,  (Walnut  Grove)  in  Anne  Arundel 
county,  col.  Gassaway  Watkins,  in  the  85th  year 
of  his  age. 

Col.  Watkins  was  among  the  first  of  those  noble 
spirits  who  fearlessly  periled  life,  fortune  and  sacred 
honor,  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty.  Early  in 
life,  with  his  undaunted  compatriots,  he  pledged 
himself  to  endure  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the 
contest,  and  ceased  not  the  struggle  until  the  flag  of 
our  country  should  wave  in  peace  over  the  young 
republic. 

He  entered  the  army  in  1776,  in  the  front  ranks 
with  those  who  first  lifted  their  arms  in  support  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  he  continued 
to  labor  with  unwearied  energy  until  that  immortal 
document  was  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  any  fo- 
reign power. 

At  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  held  a captain’s 
commission,  and  in  the  late  war  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain,  he  again  made  his  ap- 
pearance as  his  country’s  defender.  A regiment 
from  his  own  county  was  placed  under  his  charge, 
and  he  continued  true  to  his  trust,  and  untiring  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  until  a second  time  he 
saw  the  troops  of  England  driven  from  our  shores. 

Col.  W.  was  devoted  as  a husband  and  a father,  and 
warm  in  his  attachments  as  a friend.  He  has  left  a 
numerous  family  to  lament  his  fall,  but  those  around 
had  the  consolation  of  witnessing  that  his  exit  was 
peaceful — he  met  his  last  enemy  as  a soldier  and  a 
Christian.  The  inhabitants  of  Anne  Arundel  coun- 
ty, for  miles  around  his  residence,  gave  their  last 
testimony  lo  his  worth  by  a numerous  attendance  at 
his  funeial. 

At  a regular  meeting  of  the  Howard  district  Tip- 
pecanoe club  No.  ],  held  at  Ellicott’s  Mills,  on  Sa- 
turday, July  18th,  1840,  the  death  of  col.  Gassaway 
Watkins  having  been  announced,  (he  following  re- 
solutions, offered  by  George  Howard  and  seconded 
by  Dr.  William  Denny,  both  sons  of  revolutionary 
sires,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

The  members  of  the  Howard  district  Tippecanoe 
club  having  heard,  with  deep  concern,  of  the  death 
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of  col.  Gassaway  Watkins,  an  undeviating  whig  pa- 
triot of  1776,  and  the  same  in  1840;  one  who  fought 
as  an  officer  in  the  “Old  Maryland  Line,”  and  who 
was  particularly  distinguished  in  the  hard  fought 
battles  of  the  Cowpens  and  Eutaw,  and  one  whose 
decease  reminds  us  that  the  last  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  Maryland  is 
gathered  to  his  fathers.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  will  wear  crape  upon  the  left 
arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  in  testimony  of 
the  high  estimation  in  which  we  held  the  deceased 
as  a soldier,  a patriot  and  a man. 

Resolved , That  we  most  sincerely  condole  with 
the  family  of  col.  Watkins  upon  this  dispensation; 
yet  the  consolation  is  lei t to  them  and  to  us,  that  he 
has  departed  full  of  years  and  honors,  having  en- 
joyed the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  Maryland 
for  the  best  part  of  a century. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published, 
and  that  a copy  he  transmitted,  by  the  president  of 
this  club,  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

E.  P.  HAYDEN,  president. 
Jacob  Brabenbacoh,  secretary. 

The  whig  convention  fur  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land met  at  Easton,  on  the  15th  instant.  It  was  a 
splendid  affair.  Between  four  and  five  thousand  per- 
sons it  is  estimated  were  upon  the  ground.  A very 
imposing  procession  with  log  cabins,  banners,  bands 
of  music,  &c.  formed  at  the  landing  and  from  thence 
proceeded  through  the  principal  streets  of  Easton 
to  the  camp  ground,  w hich  was  fixed  off  in  style  for 
their  reception,  and  a hospitable  reception  it  was. 

The  convention  being  called  to  order,  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  unanimously  elected: 

President — Hon.  James  A.  Pearce,  of  Kent  co. 
Vice  presidents — John  C.  Groome,  esq.  of  Cecil; 
Geoige  Vickers,  esq.  of  Kent;  John  Brow  n,  esq.  of 
Queen  Anne’s;  Thos.  Burchenal,  esq.  of  Caroline; 
Ed  want  N.  Hambleton,  esq.  of  Talbot;  Henry  Page, 
esq.  of  Dorchester;  Dr.  William  Williams,  of  So- 
merset; Teagle  Townsend,  of  Worcester. 

Secretaries — Thomas  H.  Ford,  of  Queen  Anne’s; 
Z.  W.  Potter,  of  Caroline;  William  Rea,  of  Dor- 
chester; James  Parrott,  of  Talbot. 

The  convention  being  organized,  Mr.  Pearce  re- 
turned his  thanks  to  the  convention  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  him,  in  choosing  him  to  preside  over 
their  deliberations;  and  also  went  on  to  comment, 
for  a few  moments,  upon  the  importance  of  the  oc- 
casion, and  the  extraordinary  state  of  affairs  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  leave  their  homes  at  this  op- 
pressive season  of  the  year,  to  meet  and  pledge  their 
exertions,  one  to  another  in  the  cause  they  had  es- 
poused. 

A number  of  distinguished  men  from  distant 
states  were  present,  as  also  gentlemen  of  distinction 
from  different  parts  of  our  own  3tate,  among  whom 
was  the  hon.  Richard  Thomas,  president  of  the  se- 
nate of  Maryland,  and  Augustus  R.  Sollers,  esq.  of 
Calvert  county;  all  of  the  whigelectors,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two,  were  there:  Messrs.  Howard  and 
Wootton,  who  were  unavoidably  prevented  from 
coming. — Powerful  speeches  were  delivered  by 
Messrs.  Crittenden  and  Graves,  of  Kentucky;  hon. 
Mr.  King,  of  Georgia;  col.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland; 
and  Mr.  Bowie,  the  elector  from  Montgomery. 

VIRGINIA. 

Mineral  riches  of  Virginia.  Bituminous  coal  oc- 
curs at  intervals  over  a tracts  of  35  miles  from  South 
Anna  river  near  its  mouth,  to  the  Appomatox.  In 
some  places  the  coal  seam  is  found  40  feet  thick. 

It  is  found  in  abundance  within  15  miles  of  Rich- 
mond, in  Henrico,  in  Chesterfield,  in  Goochland,  in 
Powhattan — on  James’ river  and  on  the  Tuckahoe. 
At  Midlothian  pit,  in  Chesterfield  county,  a shaft  has 
been  sunk  720  feet  below  the  surface,  and  seam  of 
fine  coal  has  been  penetrated  11  feet. 

Iron  is  found  in  abundance  in  various  parts  of  the 
states.  There  are  seven  mines  of  it  in  Spotsylvania, 
near  the  junction  of  the  Rappahannock  and  the 
Rapidian  rivers. 

Of  gold  mines,  generally  less  valuable  than  iron, 
there  are  12  in  Goochland — 15  in  Orange — 11  in 
Culpepper — 26  in  Spotsylvania — 10  in  Stafford,  and 
6 in  Fauquier.  Total  gold  mines,  eighty! 

There  are  also  five  copper  mines  in  Fauquier 
county.  The  mineral  resources  in  Virginia  are 
truly  most  extensive  and  valuable. 

Institution  for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind.  The 
corner  stone  of  the  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  of  Virginia,  was  laid  with 
due  ceremonies  at  Staunton,  on  the  9th  instant.  An 
oration,  which  is  highly  spoken  of,  was  delivered 
on  the  occasion  by  James  McDow’ell,  esq.  of  Rock- 
bridge county. 

Political.  Great  preparations  are  making  in 
v^lle,  (Va.)  for  the  dinner  to  Messrs.  Thompson 
and  Preston  on  the  2Sdi>  A large  number  of  dis- 
tinguished gentletnennave  been  invited,  many  of 
whom  Ime  promised  to  attend. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Loss  of  the  steamer  North  Carolina.  About  one 
o’clock  on  Saturday  nighi  last,  the  steamboats  Gov. 
Dudley  and  North  Carolina,  unfortunately  came  in 
collision  between  25  and  30  miles  to  the  N.  and  E. 
ol  Georgetown.  The  Dudley’s  bow  running  into 
the  North  Carolina’s  larboard  quarter,  15  or  20  feet 
from  the  stern.  The  captains  ol  both  boats  had  just 
turned  in.  The  N.  C.  went  down  almost  immedi- 
ately, and  the  crew’ and  passengers  were  saved  with 
some  difficulty.  Not  a single  life  was  lost,  but  the 
loss  of  valuable  baggage  was  very  great,  several 
gentlemen  returning  from  congress  having  large 
amounts  of  money  with  them  in  their  trunks,  of 
which  but  lew  were  saved.  The  Gov.  Dudley  re- 
mained till  day  light  with  the  hope  of  saving  as 
much  as  possible,  and  then  came  on  to  Wilmington, 
bringing  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  North  Ca- 
rolina, many  of  whom  did  not  save  a particle  of 
clothing. 

The  accident  occurred  in  about  11  fathoms  wa- 
ter. The  bow  of  the  Dudley  was  a good  deal  shat- 
tered, but  she  made  no  water  except  on  her  way  re- 
turning— the  night  being  fortunately  very  calm. — 
We  forbear  at  present  expressing  any  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  causes  of  the  accident,  not  having  time 
to  make  sufficient  investigations  and  the  accounts 
given  being  so  various. 

The  Governor  Dudley  reached  Wilmington  about 
half  past  3 in  the  afternoon,  and  the  Vanderbilt  the 
same  evening  W'ent  down  to  Smithville,  wdiere  she 
was  to  remain  all  night,  to  enable  her  to  visit  the 
place  of  accident  in  the  day-time  to  see  if  any  fur- 
ther good  can  be  effected.  Captain  Davis  also  went 
to  the  spot  in  a pilot  boat  to  do  what  he  could  in 
saving  the  remains  of  the  wreck.  There  were  no 
ladies  on  board  except  the  wife  of  the  honorable 
Mr.  Hubbard,  whose  loss  in  money  was  larger  than 
that  of  any  other  person  on  board. 

Some  few  of  the  passengers  received  slight  per- 
sonal injuries,  but  terrible  as  the  occurrence  has 
been,  we  have  cause  to  be  thankful  that  no  life  was 
lost.  We  will  endeavor  to  furnish  soon  a more  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  matter. 

[ Wilmington,  N.  C.  Advertiser,  July  27. 

Meeting  at  Salisbury.  In  obedience  to  the  call  of 
the  Salisbury  Tippecanoe  club,  (says  the  Salisbu- 
ry Watchman  ) there  came  up  "Vo  that  town  on  Sa- 
turday, 4th  inst.  the  mosTitnmeiise’crowd  of  peo- 
ple that  ever  was  congregated  in  North  Carolina. 
Twelve  thousand  is  the  number  officially  reported 
by  colonel  Alexander  Holshouser,  the  grand  mar- 
shal of  the  day.  The  procession  formed  at  the 
race  ground,  and  marched  through  in  platoons  of 
eight  to  the  factory  grove,  one  mile  and  a quarter 
distant.  We  falter  at  the  very  idea  of  attempting 
a general  description  of  this  glorious  day.  Banners 
waved;  trumpets  sounded;  the  cannon  spoke  forth  — 
musketry  responded — ladies  waved  their  white 
handkerchiefs  from  the  windows.  The  procession 
iowered  their  flags,  or  presented  arms,  or  took  off 
their  hats  and  cheered  each  bright  and  beautiful 
throng  as  they  passed  it. 

Guilford,  Iredell,  Cabarrus,  Davidson  and  Davie, 
with  our  own  county,  came  up  in  force.  Lincoln, 
Mecklenburg,  Wilkes,  Anson,  Montgomery,  Ran- 
dolph and  Surry,  turned  out  handsomely.  Stokes, 
Rockingham,  Richmond  and  many  others  from 
parts  unknown,  were  presenf;all  strongm  the  faith, 
and  buoyant  with  hope.  The  da}'  was  cool  and 
pleasant,  and  the  arrangements  all  judicious  and 
well  executed.  A most  efficient  and  powerful 
speech  was  delivered  at  length  by  the  hon.  Abram 
Rencher.  Another  short  but  most  excellent  matter- 
of  factaddreas  was  pronounced  bv  the  rev.  John  Cul 
pepfxrt^  from  Ansim-county.  This  gentleman  was 
in  congress  with  general  HaTrison  in  IS  19— ’20,  and 
w'as  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  He  bore 
witness  to  the  high  character  of  his  intellect — to 
tiis  sound  and  patriotic  principles,  and  especially 
on  the  subject  of  abolition.  He  gave  many  inci- 
dents and  familiar  facts,  going  to  show’  the  simpli- 
city and  frugality  of  the  government  in  that  day, 
and  presented  a most  powerful  contrast  in  the  ex- 
travagance of  our  present  rulers.  After  speaking 
in  this  strong  practical  way  lor  some  time,  he  came 
to  the  objection  of  general  Harrison’s  age;  and 
stated  among  other  tilings  that  he  (general  Harri 
son)  just  lacked  39  days  of  being  eight  years 
younger  than  (himself)  John  Culpepper.  Here 
was  such  a palpable  illustration  of  the  licentious- 
ness of  this  objection,  that  the  whole  immense 
CToyvd  burst  out  into  loud  cheering — “lie’s  no  fool” 
— “he’s  no  granny,  we  can  all  see” — was  reiterated 
by  a thousand  voices.  The  old  man  stopped  and 
paused  for  a moment,  seemingly  much  struck  with 
this  rude  compliment,  and  then  added,  “fool  or  no 
fool,  I would  be  willing  to  stake  all  my  earthly 
hopes  upon  this  issue,  that  I could  take  Henry 
Clay,  Daniel  Webster  and  William  C.  Preston,  and 


with  their  assistance  form  a cabinet  that  would 
manage  the  affairs  of  this  nation  a great  deal  betier 
than  fhey  have  been  managed  for  the  last  ten  years.” 

General  Edney,  from  Lincolnton,  made  a most 
animated  and  soul-stirring  appeal,  which  was  most 
rapturously  applauded. 

Colonel  D.  M.  Barringer  delivered  a short  but 
very  sensible  and  elegant  speech,  which  was  re- 
ceived with  great  applause. 

The  speaking  was  concluded  by  a masterly  effort 
from  Mr.  Boyden,  of  Surry.  He  exposed  and  lash- 
ed the  abuses  of  the  administration  with  great  se- 
verity. His  speech  abounded  with  solid  sense, 
highly  garnished  with  wit  and  sarcasm. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Jones,  of  this  town,  exhibited  the 
flag  of  the  Petersburg  volunteer  company,  which 
was  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Meigs.  This  incident, 
with  a few  remarks  of  Mr.  Jones  in  explanation, 
had  a very  powerful  effect  upon  the  audience. 
They  cheered  and  applauded  him  with  great  enthu- 
siasm. 

We  have  only  time  to  add  that  the  solid  comforts 
of  the  table  came  in  well,  and  were  well  received. 
We  had  more  people  than  we  anticipated,  but  we 
had  enough  for  all.  Never  was  there  a more  order- 
ly, agreeable  and  beautiful  sight,  and  never  did 
people  seem  to  enjoy  themselves  more. 

On  Friday  night  the  greater  part  of  the  delega- 
tion had  arrived,  and  many  were  the  patriotic  songs 
and  the  merry  joke  that  went  the  rounds  on  that 
night  at  the>encainpments.  On  the  next  night,  the 
same  ball  was  still  in  motion.  Thousands  were 
assembled  at  the  Guilford  encampment;  general 
Edney  addressed  them  in  the  most  masterly  way. 
Mr  Jones,  of  this  town,  and  Mr.  Young,  of  I redell, 
were  also  called  on  lor  speeches,  which  were  re- 
ceived with  most  rapturouse  applause.  Tippeca- 
noe songs  were  called  for,  and  several  very  signifi- 
cant jokes  were  responded  to  by  shouts  of  applause, 
and  by  the  cannon’s  roar.  In  a word,  the  night 
was  surpassed  by  nothing  hut  the  day. 

This  was  kept  up  until  near  midnight,  but  when 
the  last  stroke  of  the  town  clock  died  away  “all  was 
hushed.”  It  was  now  the  Sabbath,  and  the  same 
spirit  that  stirred  them  to  come  hither,  prompted 
them  to  respect  that  holy  institution. 

Two  heroes  of  ’76,  Messrs.  Forney  and  Poplin, 
took  seats  inside  the  Lincoln  cabin,  and  travelled 
to  Salisbury.  Mr.  Forney  fought  at  King’s  Moun- 
tain and  at  Cowan’s  Ford.  He  was  also  in  Wayne’s 
army,  and  knew  general  Harrison  as  ensign  and  aid 
to  Wayne.  The  old  soldiers  returned  in  the  same 
way  to  Lincoln,  we  believe,  and  were  paid  all  pos- 
sible attention  by  the  boys  from  t hat  county. 

The  Siamese  twins.  There  are  very  few  persons 
who  know  what  has  become  ot  Chang  and  Eng,  or 
where  they  are.  They  may  be  gratified  to  learn 
that  they  have  “settled  down  for  life,”  on  a fine 
farm  in  Trapp  Hill,  a post  town  in  Wilks  county, 
N.  C.  They  write  us  that  they  are  delighted  with 
their  farming  operations,  and  are  as  happy  as  lords. 

[Boston  Transcript. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  cotton  in  3Iississippi.  We  are  happy  to  learn 
that  the  cotton  prospects  are  grand  almost  beyond 
parallel,  where  the  soil  has  suffered  no  inundation  in 
Mississippi.  Both  on  high  grounds  and  on  river 
bottoms,  the  growth  has  been  astonishingly  rapid; 
and  il  serene,  dry  weather  should  come  on,  as  ex- 
pected, great  quantities  of  cotton  will  be  picked  in 
Adams  county  and  in  the  parish  of  Concordia,  op- 
posite side  oi  the  river,  in  the  month  of  July. 

The  cotton  crop  is  the  mainstay  of  old  Missis- 
sippi, and  a good  crop  this  year,  with  the  increase 
ol  prices  portended,  will  straighten  many  a “crook- 
ed cane”  in  the  fortunes  of  the  cotton  slate— espe- 
cially as  we  are  likely  to  lose  iitlle  this  year  by  the 
bank  sw  indlers.  [Natchez  Free  Trader. 

Cholera  in  Mississippi.  Dreadful  fatality  among 
the  slaves!  The  following  story,  says  the  St.  Louis 
Pennant,  is  no  sketch  of  fancy— we  have  responsi- 
ble authority  fur  its  truth. 

A few  weeks  ago  an  extensive  cotton  planter  in 
Mississippi,  w ho  owned  about  one  bundled  and  fitly 
negroes,  (bund  the  cholera  had  suddenly  bioken  out 
among  them,  and  raged  most  furiously — carrying  oil" 
some  ten  or  fifteen  daily.  The  news  travelled  spee- 
dily amongst  his  neighbors,  and  no  one  had  the 
temerity  to  go  near  the  “infected  district,”  (or  (ear 
ot  the  contagion!  Every  day  a long  line  of  rough 
board  coffins  was  carried"  into  the  fields  and  deposit- 
ed in  the  earth,  while  the  citizens  expressed  the 
deepest  sympathy  for  their  unfortunate  neighbor. 
At  length  they  were  nearly  all  gone,  and  the  ruined 
planter  sold  his  land  and  started  for  Texas,  to  com- 
mence the  w’orld  jnew.  After  several  days  had 
elapsed,  however,  several  gentlemen,  suspecting  that 
all  was  not  right,  caused  a number  of  the  coffins  to 
be  unearthed,  and  found  that  they  contained — no- 
thing. Deuce  (he  bit  of  a negro  w as  in  any  of  them! 
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A few  weeks  afterwards,  accounts  were  received 
from  Texas,  stating  that  the  “unfortunate  gentle-, 
man”  had  purchased  a splendid  plantation  there,  add 
with  the  whole  of  his  150  negroes,  was  driving  the 
cotton  business  at  a great  rate!  The  gentleman’s 
creditors  looked  blank  at  each  ciher,  and  neighbors 
laughed  heartily  at  the  joke. 

True  bills  have  been  found  by  the  grand  jury  of 
Natchez,  against  about  20  persons,  lor  the  infraction 
of  the  gallon  law. 

LOUISIANA. 

Election  returns. 

CONGRESS — FIRST  DISTRICT. 


Parishes.  While,  (whig.) 

Leman 

Oi  leans, 

1,793 

674 

St.  Bernard, 

72 

211 

Jefferson, 

272 

87 

Plaquemine, 

10 

258 

St.  Charles, 

18 

46 

St.  John  Baptist, 

136 

72 

St.  James, 

445 

13 

Ascension, 

237 

1S6 

Assumption, 

394 

181 

Terrebonne, 

145 

7 

Lalburclie  Inter, 

280 

22 

3.802 

1,757 

1,757 

ISO 

2S1 

165 

73 

SOS 

279 

1S6 

116 

130 

141 

148 

136 

117 

106 

1S5 

163 

337 

406 

164 

227 

1,920 

1,933 

2,045,  White’s  majority. 

In  183S  White  had  a majority  of  9 19. 

SECOND  DISTRICT. 

In  1S36  this  district  gave  Mr.  Van  Buret)  a ma- 
jority of  750.  In  1S3S  Mr.  Chinn,  a whig,  owing 
to  gteal  personal  popularity,  was  elected  in  the  dis- 
tinct by  a majoiity  ol  350  voles.  When  Mr.  Dawson 
the  present  administration  candidate  lor  congress, 
was  a candidate  for  governor,  he  had  a majority  over 
800  in  this  district. 

The  Bee  of  the  17th  says,  that  the  following  are 
the  full  returns  from  the  2d  congressional  district. 
General  Dawson  (V.  B.)  is  elected  by  a majority 
of  13  votes: 

Morgan , (W.)  Dawson,  (A.) 

West  Feliciana, 

West  Baton  Rouge, 

East  Baton  Rouge, 

St.  Tammany, 

Livingston, 

Washington, 

Point  Coupee, 

Iberville, 

East  Feliciana, 

St.  Helena, 


Travelling.  The  N.  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  Sill 
instant  says:  “As  soon  as  the  election  terminates, 

say  from  to-day  forward,  the  way  the  resident  popu- 
lation will  be  making  tracks  for  the  north,  will  be 
perfect  fun  for  the  steamboats.  Numbers  who  were 
only  detained  to  witness  the  result  of  the  election, 
will  be  off  in  the  shortest  space  of  time.  Already 
the  process  of  packing  trunks  is  going  briskly  on, 
and  the  general  preparations  are  being  made  for  a 
fair  start.  In  a lortnight'or  three  weeks  more  the 
numerical  strength  of  our  population  will  be  reduced 
down  to  the  low  summer  standard.” 

The  New  Orleans  Times  of  the  7th  instant  says: 
“The  cashier  of  the  City  bank  at  Natchitoches,  sud- 
denly disappeared  on  Tuesday  last.  His  absence 
was  soon  discovered,  and  an  examination  of  affairs 
took  place  when  it  was  found  that  he  was  in  arrears 
some  20  to  $25,090.  He  was  pursued  and  over- 
taken, and  brought  back  the  next  day.  In  fact  he 
had  only  gone  a short  distance  from  town,  having 
been  engaged  in  taking  laudanum,  and  making  other 
attempts  at  self-destruction.” 

Report  of  the  City  bank  of  N.  Orleans.  By  this  it 
appeals  that  the  Ciiy  bank  has  a capital  of  2,000,000 
dollars  all  paid. 

Slocks.  Where  held. 

In  London,  1,521  shares. 

Philadelphia,  1,480  “ 

New  York,  7.666  “ 

New  Orleans,  9,327  “ 


20,000  shares. 

The  total  amount  of  bills  and  notes  discounted, 
protested  and  unpaid,  since  12th  March,  1832,  is 
$119,663.  Of  this  sum  $75,000,  estimated  to  be 
good;  $12,490  doubtful;  $32,500  bad. 

This  bank  must  have  been  well  managed  to  have 
made  only  a loss  of  $119,000  in  eight  years,  and  that 
in  a period  never  before  equalled  in  this  or  any  other 
country  for  commercial  misfortunes  and  bankruptcy. 

ARKANSAS. 

Red  river  raft.  A channel  has  been  cut  through 
the  ralt  to  permit  the  passing  of  any  of  the  boa's. 
The  plantations  were  clear  of  water,  but  there  was 
considerable  sickness  from  ague  and  biliious  fever. 


TENNESSEE. 

Declination  and  announcement  of  governor  PoUc 
The  Pennsylvanian  says:  “On  the  4th  in.-tant,  at 

Knoxville,  where  a large  n limber  of  the  democracy 
of  east  Tennessee  had  met  to  celebrate  the  day,  go- 
vernor Polk,  who  was  present  by'  invitation,  public- 
ly declined  running  for  the  vice  presidency,  and  an- 
nounced himself  as  a candidate  lor  re-election  to  the 
office  of  governor  of  that  state. 

Candidate.  R.  Jones  Rivers,  of  Obion  county, 
is  a candidate  for  congress  in  the  district  represent- 
ed by  hon.  John  W.  Ciockett,  whodeclines  a re-elec- 
tion. Mr.  Rivers  is  a whig. 

KENTUCKY. 

Internal  improvement  debt.  We  publish  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence  to  which  we  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  every  citizen  of  the  state,  who 
is  alive  to  her  interest  and  prosperity.  If  it  be  true 
as  we  believe  is  universally  admitted,  that  the  pub- 
lic improvements  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  commenced  and  are  prosecuting  in 
Kentucky,  are  necessary  to  make  her  a great,  flou- 
rishing and  prosperous  state;  and  that  without  them 
we  should  not  only  lag  behind  the  age,  but  be  doom- 
ed to  a mortifying  inferiority  to  onr  sister  states,  in 
all  the  sources  of  wealth  and  greatness.  Then  what 
is  the  judgment  which  dispassionate  men  of  all  par- 
ties will  pass  upon  those,  who  for  political  effect, 
would  endeavor  to  mislead  the  public  mind  on  a 
snbjpct  of  such  great  importance  to  the  country? 
The  letters  now  published  will  show  the  full  in- 
debtedness of  the  commonwealth  for  internal  im- 
provement purposes,  and  that  thus  far  the  sinking 
iund  is  ample,  without  resorting  to  taxation,  to  pay 
the  interest  due  on  it.  We  will  shortly  show  how 
that  sinking  fund  is  constituted. 

For  the  present,  we  ask  attention  to  what  fol- 
lows: [ Commonwealth . 

Frankfort,  10/A  June.  1840. 
My  dear  sir:  I have  understood  with  regret 
that  in  some  parts  of  the  state,  misapprehensions 
exist  as  to  the  extent  of  the  debt  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky'  contracted  for  the  prosecution  of  (lie 
system  of  internal  improvement;  and  polical  parti- 
sans are  endeavoring  to  make  the  impression  that 
the  debt  is  very  large. 

Your  official  situation  as  governor  of  the  state, 
and  chairman  of'  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund,  enables  you  to  speak  with  full  know- 
ledge on  the  subject,  and  I will  thank  you  for  a 
statement  of  the  present  liabilities  of  the  state  for 
internal  improvements,  and  the  means  provided  by 
law  to  discharge  both  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  debt.  With  great  respect,  1 have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  JAMES  T.  MOREHEAD. 

His  excellency  C.  A.  Wicldiffe. 

Frankfort,  June  12, 1840. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  the  10th  inst.  is  before  me, 
and  1 take  the  first  leisure  hour  to  respond  to  your 
inquiries.  You  remark,  that  “you  have  understood 
in  some  parts  of  the  states  misapprehensions  exist 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  debt  of  the  state  of  Kentuc- 
ky contracted  for  the  prosecution  of  the  system  of 
internal  improvements,  and  that  political  partizans 
are  endeavoring  to  make  the  impression  that  the 
debt  is  very  large.”  You  request  me  (“as  my  offi- 
cial station  as  governor  of  the  state,  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
enables  me  to  speak  with  accuracy”),  to  give  y'ou 
“a  statement  both  of  the  liabilities  of  the  state  and 
the  means  stie  has  of  meeting  both  the  principal  and 
interest.” 

I have  no  objection  to  give  all  the  information 
upon  this  subject  which  I have,  and  which  the  pub- 
lic records  of  the  state  furnish. 

The  Bank  of  Kentucky  holds  the  bonds  of.  the 
slate,  sold  for  internal  improvement  purposes,  pay- 
able thirty  years  after  date,  bearing  five  per  cent, 
interest,  for  $150,000  00 

The  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky 
owns  of  similar  bonds,  sold  for  the 
same  purposes,  the  sum  of  100,000  00 

Prime,  Waid  & King  own  of  similar 

bonds,  100,000  00 

The  secretary  of  war  of  the  United 

States  owns  of  similar  bonds,  165,000  00 

The  American  Trust  company  owns 
bonds,  bearing  six  per  cent,  inte- 
rest, payable  thirty  years  afterdate 
to  the  amount  of  1,250,000  00 

Other  individuals,  principally  citi- 
zens of  Kentucky,  own  similar 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  i 32,000  00 


By  authority  of  law,  $350,000  of  the  state’s  pro- 
portion of  the  United  States  revenue,  distributed 
among  the  states,  was  to  be  vested  in  stocks;  the 
interest  or  proceeds  of  which  constitute  the  school 
fund.  This  amount  was  vested,  by  gov.  Clark,  in 
five  per  cent,  state  bonds  authorised  to  he  issued  for 
internal  improvement  purposes.  The  board  of  edu- 
cation was  directed,  by  law,  to  invest  the  annual  in- 
terest, as  it  accrued,  until  the  income  might  be 
wanted  for  school  purposes.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  an  omission  by  the  legislature  to  pass  a 
law,  until  the  last  session,  requiring  the  commis- 
sioners of  tax  to  report  the  number  of  children  in 
the  state,  no  school  has  yet  gone  into  full  operation, 
though  I am  informed  by  the  present  superinten- 
dent, that  several  will  be  organized  the  present  year. 
The  board  has  invested  the  income,  part  in  bank 
stock  and  part  in  the  six  per  cent,  internal  improve- 
ment bonds  of  Kentucky. 

The  board  of  education  now  hold,  in  trust  for  the 
state  ofKentucky,  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $S93,500. 

If  tbi3  be  a debt  owing  by  the  state,  it  is  fortunate 
that  the  3tate  owes  it  to  herself.  It  would  be  a dif- 
ficult problem  in  the  science  of  law  to  prove  the 
existence  of  a debt  or  liability'  where  the  debtor  and 
creditor  is  the  same  person. 

I therefore  assume  the  position  that  in  computing 
the  present  indebtedness  ol  the  state  this  fund  should 
not  be  counted. 

The  state  owes  to  banks,  upon  a temporary  loan, 
as  follows; 

To  the  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  $235,000  00 
To  the  Bank  ofKentucky,  ISO, 000  00 

To  the  Bank  of  Louisville,  , 30,000  00 


Total  amount,  $445,000  00 

It  was  estimated  by'  the  legislature,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, as  evidenced  by'  the  preamble  to  the  internal 
improvement  act,  that  the  state  was  indebted  to 
contractors  for  labor  done  on  the  public  works,  the 
sum  of  $ 450,000,  making'  an  aggregate,  of  a tem- 
porary debt,  of  $895,000.  To  liquidate  a part  of 
which  sum,  f have  under  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
delivered  to  contractors  the  state  bonds,  payable  six 
years  after  date,  to  the  amount  of  $268,400. 

The  whole  aggregate  of  the  state  debt,  for  inter- 
nal improvement  purposes,  is  then  as  follows: 
Bonds  of  the  state  held  by  individuals, 

8cc.  as  above,  $1,7.97,000  00 

To  banks,  445,000  00 

To  contractors,  450,000  00 


Total  bonds,  $1,797,000  00 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  whole  amount  of 
bonds  held  by  individuals  and  corporations  upon  Ibe 
state  ofKentucky,  issued  lor  internal  improvement 
purposes,  (other  than  the  bonds  held  by  the  board 
of  education  ofKentucky),  is  $1,797,000. 


Tolal  amount,  $2,692,000  00 

To  pay  the  annual  interest  upon  this  amount  of 
debt,  and  upon  the  school  fund,  and  to  provide  the 
means  of  (intimately  liquidating  the  principal,  the 
sinking  fund  was  established,  and  certain  incomes 
vested  in  it.  This  fund  has  heretofore  paid  punc- 
tually the  interest,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  so 
long  as  it  is  well  managed.  The  commissioners  have, 
besides  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  upon  the 
state  bonds,  purchased  state  bank  stocks  to  the 
amount  of  $323,356. 

They  own  in  the  name  of  the  state  $700,000  of 
Kentucky  bank  stock,  which  may  and  will  be 
worth,  if  the  bank  shall  be  well  managed,  par,  by 
the  time  it  will  be  needed  to  liquidate  any  of  the 
principal  of  the  state  debt. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  bonds  of  the  state,  for 
internal  improvement  purposes,  for  which  the  state 
is  liable  to  be  called  upon  for  payment  when  due, 
as  above  stated,  is  $1,797,000  00 

Deduct  therefrom  the  amount  of  the 

sinking  fund,  1,023,356  00 

Balance  of  state  debt,  $773,644  00 

To  this  be  added  the  amount  of  temporary  loan 
from  the  banks  ami  the  amount  due  to  contractors, 
for  the  liquidation  of  which  it  is  hoped  the  next  le- 
gislature will  make  some  adequate  provision,  viz: 
$895,000,  we  shall  have  the  total  amount  Of  the  ba- 
lance of  state  debt  over  and  above  the  means  set 
apart  to  pay  it.  And  what  is  this  debt  to  the 
wealth,  credit  and  resources  of  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky? 

I have  not  troubled  you  with  a detailed  statement 
of  the  sinking  fund,  as  the  same  is  constituted  of 
many  items  and  originating  in  various  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  the  legislature.  I deeply  deplore  the 
existence  of  that  party  spirit  to  which  yon  refer.  I 
envy  not  the  patriotism  of  that  Kentuckian  which 
prompts  him  to  make  war  upon  the  credit  and  cha- 
racter of  his  own  state.  Yours,  &c. 

, C.  A.  WICKLIFFE. 

Hon.  James  T.  Morehead. 

OHIO. 

Cleveland , Ohio.  The  Cleveland  Herald  contain1? 
idle  following  interesting  statAient  of  the  amount  of 
business  done  on  the  canal  in  May: 
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Amount  of  property  arrived  by  the  canal,  on  which 
toll  is  charged  by  weight,  53,518,794  lbs.  Same  pe- 
riod in  1839,  38,616,582  lbs. 

Among  the  chief  articles  arrived  were  the  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

351,119  bushels  wheat,  I 8,950  barrels  pork, 

11,1S4  do.  corn,  | 1,361  do.  whiskey, 

15,695  do.  mineral  coal,  I 402,930  lbs.  bacon, 
117,347  barrels  flour,  | 151,734  do.  lard. 

Cleared  from  Cleveland  during  the  month,  among 
other  articles — 

1,913  barrels  salt,  1,924  do.  lake  fish,  972,649 
pounds  merchandise,  264,738  do.  furniture;  227,298 
do.  gypsum,  202,777  feet  lumber,  278  M.  shingles. 

Total  amount  cleared  on  which  toll  is  charged  by 
weight,  2.917,557  lbs.  Same  period  last  year, 
8,761,521.  D.  ft.  Beardsley,  collector. 

Collector’s  office,  June  2d,  1840. 

Barbucue  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  Eighteen  tons  of 
meats,  venison,  pies,  hard  cider,  &c.  were  consumed 
by  the  great  Harrison  barbucue  on  the  4th  at  Zanes- 
ville, Ohio.  The  procession  counted  no  less  than 
twelve  thousand.  The' Tip  clubs,  with  banners,  log 
cabins,  &c.  came  in  from  all  quarters.  Tom  Cor- 
win’s buggy  drawn  by  30  yoke  of  oxen,  also  a huge 
ball,  and  hundreds  of  spirited  mottoes  and  devices 
on  the  flags,  excited  great  attention. 

Cincinnati.  After  seven  ballotings,  Mr.  William 
Greene  was,  on  Friday,  chosen  mayor  ad  interim  of 
the  queen  city,  during  the  expected  absence  of  Mjx 
Davis  from  the  city.  / 

A judgment  obtained.  In  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  sitting  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  judgment  has 
been  obtained  against  the  steamboat  Warrenton,  cap- 
tain John  Moore,  for  carrying  freight  and  passen- 
gers on  the  Ohio  river  without  a license.  The  ver- 
dict was  lor  $>’500,  the  penalty  incurred  by  law. 

INDIANA. 

Education.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  manual  la- 
bor colleges  and  schools  in  Indiana,  the  true  and 
only  system  of  education  for  democracies,  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
We  hope  the  sound  sense  and  good  example  of  the 
Hooshiers  will  be  in  a few  years  from  this  time, 
adopted  throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
ancient  aristocratic  prejudices  of  cloister  learning, 
will  be  dispelled  before  the  light  of  modern  truth 
and  science  which  is  penetrating  everywhere 
through  the  darkness  of  obsolete  usages  and  pre- 
conceived error,  deep  rooted  for  ages,  but  now  to  be 
unlearned.  [A.  Y.  Sun. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  rev.  Howard  Malcom,  a distinguished  Baptist 
clergyman  of  Boston,  and  the  author  of  Travels  in 
India,  recently  published,  has  declined  the  presiden- 
cy of  Shurtleff  college,  Alton,  Illinois  to  w hich  he 
had  been  appointed,  and  accepted  the  same  office 
in  Georgetown  college,  Kentucky. 

Stale  bonds.  The  fund  commissioner  of  the  state 
of  Illinois,  R.  F.  Barret,  has  given  notice,  that  he 
has  commenced  a suit  on  the  equity  side  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States,  lor  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  to  prevent  the  further  negotia- 
tion of  certain  bonds  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  This 
is  a difficulty  growing  out  of  the  absurd  conduct  of 
the  Illinois  legislature  last  January,  when  they 
assed  a resolution,  declaring  the  contracts  made 
y the  commissioners  with  Wright  &.  Co.  of  Lon- 
don, and  John  Delafield  of  this  city,  null  and  void, 
whereby  the  credit  of  the  state  was  immensely 
injured,  although  the  resolution  was  rescinded  next 
day. 

The  interest  of  the  Morris  canal  bonds  is  no  lon- 
ger paid  in  London.  The  holders  there  have  autho- 
rised a respectable  firm  in  this  city,  to  cal!  on  the 
company  for  an  exposition  of  its  affairs.  This  ex- 
position is  promised  as  soon  as  the  president  returns 
to  this  city.  Tlie  amount  of  indebtedness  in  Lon- 
don is  not  known  by  the  public  here,  but  is  believed 
to  be  very  laige.  It  is  well  known  the  company 
ewe  a large  sum  in  Holland,  for  which  the  canal  is 
pledged.  The  canal  is  a valuable  one,  and  the 
amount  of  coal  and  merchandise  transported  on  it 
is  large.  It  has,  however,  never  paid  the  interest  on 
the  amount  expended,  and  for  some  time  past,  the 
company  is  known  to  be  embarrassed. 

[A.  Y.  Express. 

Legal  decision.  We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis  Re- 
publican, that  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois,  lately 
in  session  at  Springfield,  have  pronounced  their 
decision  in  the  case  so  long  and  ably  argued  at  the 
previous  term  of  the  court.  The  case  involved  the 
right,  under  the  constitution  of  the  state,  ofan  alien 
to  vote.  The  court  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the 
circuit  court,  which  declared  that  an  alien  had  not 
the  right  to  vote.  Illinois  and  Michigan  are  the 
only  states  of  the  union  by  which  this  privilege  has 
been  accorded  to  citizens  not  naturalized.  So  far  as 
the  lirst  named  state  is  concerned,  this  construction 
of  the  constitution  can  no  longer  prevail. 


MISSOURI. 

Case  of  IV.  P.  Dames  The  St.  Louis  Argus  of 
the  14th  instant,  says:  “The  bill  found  by  the  grand 
jury  in  this  case  contains  the  language  descriptive 
of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree,  and  not  the 
Jourlh,  as  stated  yesterday.  So  far  as  we  can  learn, 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  the  grand  jury  have 
shrunk  at  all  from  their  duty  according  to  law  and 
evidence  in  finding  this  bill.” 

Times  in  St.  Louis.  The  St.  Louis  Gazette  of 
the  3d  instant,  says: — “The  amount  payable  into 
bank,  in  this  city,  to  day,  amounts,  we  are  informed, 
to  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  staled  that  about  eight  hundred  writs  have  been 
recently  issued,  returnable  at  the  next  term  of  the 
circuit  court,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  suits  on  the  docket  at  that  term  will  not  fall 
much  short  of  three  thousand.  We  are  not,  how- 
ever, in  a worse  condition  than  our  sister  cities.” 

Nine  prisoners  confined  in  the  St.  Louis  jail  ef- 
fected their  escape  on  Thursday  the  29th  inst. 

Free  negroes  in  Missouri.  1 lie  mayor  of  St.  Louis 
is  proceeding  against  all  the  tree  colored  people 
who  have  taken  up  their  residences  there,  in  viola 
tion  of  law.  Fifteen,  who  were  found  to  have  vio- 
lated the  law,  were  ordered  to  leave  the  state  in  three 
days. 

Lynching.  Union,  Franklin  county,  Missouri,  June 
15-  On  to-day  we  had  a flare-up,  in  Union.  Se- 
veral persons  had  been  indicted  lor  regulating  some 
persons  of  bad  character,  called  the  Peppers  & Co. 
The  cause  stood  for  tiidi  at  this  term.  The  regula- 
tors and  their  friends  were  in  attendance,  and  the 
Peppers  also  appeared  at  court  as  prosecutors  and 
witnesses.  Court  was  in  session  transacting  the 
business  when  some  person  stood  in  the  door  of  a 
grocery  opposite  the  court  house,  and  made  procla- 
mation inviting  all  persons  who  were  friendly  to  the 
regulators  to  come  in  and  take  something  to  drink. 
Alter  a short  time  the  court  took  a recess  for  30 
minutes.  At  this  time  several  of  the  Peppers,  (men, 
women  and  boys)  were  in  the  court  house,  near  the 
jail. — The  regulators  then  came  by  the  end  of  the 
court  house;  some  of  them  were  armed,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  rallying  to  the  spot  where  the  Peppeis 
were.  Immediately  a noise  and  tumult  ensued, 
stones  were  thrown — a woman  was  squalling  terri- 
bly— a man  was  knocked  down — another  came  run- 
ning and  declared  that  the  regulators  had  killed  his 
brother; — but  the  man  knocked  down  soon  rose,  and 
tie  and  all  the  Peppers  started  and  ran  clown  the  hill 
into  the  bushes,  and  the  regulators  after  them,  throw- 
ing stones  at  them.  They  soon  disappeared  in  the 
bushes,  and  soon  afterwards  six  guns  or  pistols  were 
fired  in  the  bushes  in  quick  succession.  Report 
came  back  by  some  persons  who  went  to  examine, 
that  old  Pepper  was  found  on  the  bank  of  the  Bor- 
beuse,  with  his  head  lacerated  by  stones,  and  a 
bullet  shot  through  the  calf  of  his  leg,  and  that  the 
trace  taken  by  one  of  the  young  Peppers,  there  was 
much  blood,  from  which,  it  was  supposed,  lie  had 
been  badly  wounded.  All  the  Peppers  have  disap- 
peared, and  the  witnesses  being  absent,  the  trial  of 
the  cause  was  continued.  All  this  happened  within 
a short  distance  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  the 
judge  of  the  circuit  court.  [SI.  Louis  New  Era. 

MICHIGAN. 

Great  popular  movements.  The  editor  of  the  De- 
troit Advertiser  writes  from  Kaiamooza,  under  date 
of  the  4th  instant.  “The  largest  convention  of  free- 
men ever  held  in  Michigan,  lias  just  closed.  There 
were  over  four  thousand  present,  near  a thousand 
of  whom  were  ladies!  The  spectacle  was  a sublime 
one,  and  a matter  of  profound  wonder  to  all  who 
have  been  wont  to  look  upon  our  beautiful  new  stale 
as  but  sparsely  populated.  And  so  it  is;  but  no  one 
would  have  believed  it,  to  have  witnessed  t tie  arri- 
val, from  one  direction,  and  in  one  procession,  of 
2,000  persons,  in  250  two,  four,  and  six  horse  wa- 
gons. This  immense  procession  bore  every  mark 
of  a long  and  thickly  settled  country,  yet  it  was 
composed  of  persons  gathered  over  a surface  oi  ten, 
fifteen  and  twenty  miles  impelled  forward,  however, 
in  t lie  glorious  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  by 
tlie  purest  patriotism.” 

An  administration  state  convention  was  held  at  Mar- 
shall on  the  24th  of  J une.  Col.  Richard  M.  John- 
son was  unanimously  nominated  for  the  vice  presi- 
dency; Charles  Moran,  K.  S.  Bingham  ami  Charles 
Stewart  were  unanimously  nominated  for  electors, 
and  Alpheas  Felcli  for  representative  in  congress. 

The  receiver  of  the  Ypsilanti  hank,  of  Michigan, 
gives  notice  in  the  Detroit  papers  that  all  claims 
against  that  institution  “must  be  lodged  with  t tie 
receiver,  and  duly  vouched,  on  or  before  the  14th 
day  of  July  next,  otherwise  they  will  he  absolutely 
precluded  from  its  participations  in  tlie  assets.” 
IOWA. 

Gold.  Tlie  Galena  Democrat  of  July  4th  says: 
“We  were  yesterday  shown  a lump  of  virgin  gold, 
picked  up  on  tlie  surface  of  the  ground  in  Iowa 


territory,  a short  distance  from  Galena.  Tins  is 
the  firs!  piece  of  gold  that  has  been  found  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  and  we  have  no  doubt,  w hen 
search  is  fully  made,  that  it  will  be  found  in  large 
quantities.  It  is  possible  that  gold  may  he  disco- 
vered among  tlie  oilier  minerals  of  the  northwest- 
ern region  of  tlie  United  States;  but  tlie  surest  and 
easiest  method  of  procuring  it,  there  as  well  as  else- 
where, we  imagine,  will  be  to  plough  for  it. 

W1SKONSIN. 

Mineral  discoveries.  Wiskonsin  territory,  « IV hi" 
Diggins,”  June  2d,  1840. 

To  the  editor  of  the  A.  Y.  Evening  Slar: 

Dear  sir:  I now  resume  tiie  correspondence, 
which  various  engagements  have  lor  tlie  last  few 
months  interrupted. 

In  my  letters  heretofore  I have  confined  myself 
chiefly  to  tlie  description  o(  places  and  of  the  coun- 
try in  tlie  vicinity  ol  tlie  Lake  border  and  of  tlie 
Rock  river  valley;  I now  propose  to  communicate 
some  further  information  respecting  tlie  great  mine- 
ral region  of  Wiskonsin — which  may  be  said  to 
commence  at  the  Blue  Mounds,  about  twenty-five 
miles  west  of  Madison,  tlie  seat  ol  government,  and 
to  extend  to  the  Mississippi.  This  portion  of  our 
territory  is  less  known  abroad  than  almost  any  other, 
and  yet  it  possesses  boundless  resources,  and  oilers 
extiaordinary  inducements  to  emigrants  from  the 
east.  In  point  ol'  agricultural  advantages,  it  is  in- 
ferior 1o  no  part  of  the  west,  whilst  ils  vast  mineral 
resources  must  continue  for  ages  to  invite  tlie  enter- 
prising miner,  and  to  contribute  to  the  trade,  com- 
merce and  wealtli  of  the  nation.  Although  farming 
is  every  year  attracting  more  and  more  attention, 
yet  mining,  at  present,  constitutes  the  main  business 
of  the  population  in  tins  seclion  of  the  territory.— 
Tlie  present  year  has  been  distinguished  for  several 
large  and  important  mineral  discoveries.  One  of 
tlie  greatest,  perhaps,  ever  made  in  tlie  west,  has 
been  made  within  tlie  last  few  months  at  a piace  not 
inappropriately  called  the  “Whig Diggings;” which 
are  situated  in  the  county  of  Giant,  about  fourteen 
miles  from  tlie  Mississippi,  and  about  four  miles 
from  the  beautiful  and  flourishing  village  of  PJatte- 
ville.  The  first  “lead”  was  struck  at  this  place 
about  the  1st  of  January,  by  James  Gillies  and  Ti- 
mothy Carrington,  upon  land  previously  entered  by 
Stewart  McKee  and’  John  Esterbrook.  Tlie  land 
upon  which  this  first  discovery  was  made,  embrac- 
ing about  240  acres,  was  subsequently  purchased  of 
tlie  original  proprietors  by  Messrs.  Gillies  and  Car- 
rington and  Irvin  O’Haria.  Adjoining  this  tract 
these  last  named  gentlemen  have  entered  at  tlie  land 
oilice  about  120  acres  more,  upon  which  also  seve- 
ral valuable  leads  have  been  struck.  The  whole 
tract  of  land,  therefore,  comprising  what  is  general- 
ly known  as  the  “Whig  Diggings, ’’'consists  of  about 
360  aerps.  The'  first  discovery  of  lead  ore  made 
upon  this  tract  promised  such  flattering  resuils— re- 
sults which  have  since  been  fully  realized— that 
large  numbers  of  miners  came  hither  from  ali  direc- 
tions and  commenced  operations;  and  to  sucii  an 
extent,  that  within  tlie  short  period  of  four  months 
Iroin  the  time  oi  their  commencement  nearly  one 
hundred  miner’s  cabins  were  erected,  and  more  than 
two  hundred  and  filly  hardy  and  enterprising  mi- 
ners were  working  upon  tiie  ground.  The  rapidity 
with  which  this  mining  settlement  has  grown  up  is 
without  a parallel  in  tlie  history  of  tlie  western 
mines.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  too,  that 
its  growth  will  be  permanent.  Indeed,  the  indica- 
tions which  exist  of  large  and  exhaustlcss  veins  of 
ore  embedded  in  tlie  earth  in  various  parts  of  this 
extensive  tract,  furnish  the  strongest  assurances  of 
the  continued  prosperity  and  advancing  importance 
of  tlie  “Whig  Diggings.” 

Unlike  mineral  lands  generally  in  tiiis  section, 
this  tract  is  well  supplied  witli  timber  as  well  as 
will]  water;  building  materials  are  t tie  re  fore  in  abun- 
dance, as  well  as  convenient  at  hand.  The  miner’s 
cabins  here  are  most  of  them  situated  upon  (he  sides 
of  ravines,  through  which  flow  streams  of  pure  wa- 
ter. The  banks  of  these  ravines  are  neither  bold 
nor  abrupt,  but  consist  of  gentle  acclivities,  which 
are  covered  with  shubbery  and  trees  of  light  growth; 
and  t lie  re  by  'afford  a delightful  shade  in  summer  and 
an  ample  shield  against  the  blasts  of  winter.  These 
simple  cal. ins,  thus  scatted  along  tiie  ridges  for  tlie 
distance  of  nearly  half  a mile,  the  abodes  oY  cheerful, 
industrious  anu  warm-hearted  miners — while  they 
form  a thri.ving  and  prosperous  settlement,  gin: 
cheering  promise  that  tlie  “Whig  Diggings”  will 
inrnish  great  and  permanent  accessions  to  tiie  mine- 
ral wealth  of  Wiskonsin. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

RESIGNATIONS  OF  SENATORS  11KOWN  AND  STRANGE. 
From  the  Raleigh  (N.  C.)  Sittnduid. 

We  have  been  furnished  by  Mcssr;  Brow  n and 
Strange  with  tlie  following  copies  ol'  letters  sent  to 
his  excellency,  tlie  governor  of  this  slate,  to  be  laid 
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before  the  next  general  assembly,  by  which  these 
gentlemen  resign  their  seats  in  the  senate  of  Ihe  U. 
Slates,  to  take  effect  (roin  and  after  the  meeting  of 
that  body.  Whatever  may  be  the  result  o!  this  step, 
our  senators  have  pursued  the  course  of  high-mind- 
ed and  honorable  men,  and  will  be  still  more  endear- 
ed to  the  democratic  republican  part}'  of  this  state. 
The  Rayner  resolutions  will  now  be  fairly  before  the 
people,  and  their  adoption  by  the  last  legislature  of 
Worth  Carolina,  which  was  the  consummation  of  the 
most  vindictive  party  spirit  and  the  vilest  hypocrisy, 
will  be  judged  of  by  them. 

Washington  city,  June  30,  1840. 

To  ihe  honorable  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 

North  Carolina,  which,  is  to  assemble  on  the  third 

Monday  of  November  next: 

Gentlemen:  In  pursuance  of  the  determination 
announced  hy  me,  when  I submitted  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  certain  resolutions  passed  hy  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  at  ils  last 
session,  in  relation  to  certain  measures  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  I tender  to  you  my  resignation  for 
the  residue  of  the  (erm  for  which  I was  elected  to 
the  senate  of  the  United  States;  to  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

The  reasons  which  influenced  me  in  coming  to 
this  determination  were  so  fully  made  known  by  me 
in  the  remarks  which  I made  at  the  time,  when  the 
resolutions  w'ere  presented  to  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  that  I will  not  again  recapitulate  them  more 
than  by  briefly  adverting  to  a few  of  the  leading- 
considerations  which  induced  me  to  postpone  ten- 
dering my  resignation  until  the  present  period. 

I did  not  believe,  alter  giving  to  the  resolutions  the 
most  mature  deliberation,  that  they  were  to  be  re- 
garded as  resolutions  of  instruction,  or  that  those 
who  passed  them  intended  to  recognise  in  them  that 
cardinal  principle  in  the  republican  creed.  This 
conclusion  was  forced  on  me,  not  merely  from  the 
absence  of  any  assertion  of  the  principle  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  resolutions  themselves,  but  by  the  dis- 
tinct rejection,  by  the  majority  who  passed  them,  of 
an  amendment  offered  in  both  houses  of  the  general 
assembly,  pioposing  to  make  them  resolutions  of  in- 
struction. The  assertion  of  this  principle  in  the  re- 
solutions themselves  has  been  the  universal  practice 
among  those  w ho  acknowledge  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion— not  only  in  our  own  legislature,  but  in  the  le- 
gislatures of  other  states  of  the  confederacy,  when- 
ever they  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  resort  to  the 
exercise  of  this  great  right.  This  piaclice  is  founded 
on  the  obvious  principle  that  when  the  legislature 
by  resolutions  of  instruction,  command  their  will  to 
be  done  touching  public  measures,  all  further  respon- 
sibility is  removed  from  the  senator,  and  the  vote 
which  he  gives  is  the  r ote  of  the  legislature. 

Acting,  therefore,  upon  the  principle  that  when  a 
senator  is  elected  by  the  legislature  of  a state,  he  is 
responsible  to  the  people  of  that  state,  until  the  le- 
gislature representing  them  chooses,  by  resolutions 
of  instruction,  to  take  from  him  that  responsibility; 
and  perceiving,  as  well  from  the  language  of  the  re- 
solutions themselves  as  from  the  proceedings  which 
took  place  on  them  when  under  consideration,  that 
such  was  not  the  intention  ol  the  legislature,  I did 
not  consider  that  I was  bound  either  to  obey  or  re- 
sign. 

In  deliberating  on  the  course  which  it  was  my  du- 
ty to  pursue,  1 anxiously  sought  to  adopt  that  which, 
in  my  judgment,  was  best  calculated  to  preserve  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  state.  If  the  resolutions 
had  asserted  the  rightof  instruction,  then  there  would 
have  been  no  option,  but  prompt  obedience  or  resig- 
nation. This,  however,  not  being  the  case,  either 
would  have  been  alike  violative  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  ol  the  state,  with  which  I have  been  entrust- 
ed, and  subversive  of  the  right  of  instruction. 

In  thus  tendering  my  resignation,  I feel  it  my  du- 
ty to  state  that  it  is  not  prompted  by  a belief  that  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  late  general  assembly  im- 
posed on  me  any  such  obligation,  but  from  an  anxi- 
ous desire  to  submit  my  public  course  to  the  decision 
of  the  people  of  the  state;  which  would  have  been 
done  at  an  earlier  period,  if  an  election  had  sooner 
intervened. 

1 avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  declare,  expli- 
citly, my  belief  in  the  right  of  the  legislatuie  of  a 
state  to  instruct  their  senators,  and  of  the  corres- 
ponding duty  which  it  imposes  on  them  to  yield 
obedience,  or  to  return  the  political  power  which 
has  been  entrusted  to  them  to  those  from  whom  they 
derived  it. 

I cannot  conclude  this  communication  without  ex- 
pressing to  the  general  assembly,  and  through  them  ’ 
to  the  people  of  the  state,  my  most  sincere  and  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  distinguished  honors 
which  they  have  at  different  times  conferred  upon 
ine,  and  the  lively  gratitude  with  which  these  mani- 
lestations  of  public  confidence  will  be  ever  cherish- 
ed by  me. 


It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  claim  exemp- 
tion from  error,  in  acting  on  the  many  important 
questions  which  have  been  before  congress  since  I 
have  occupied  a seat  in  the  senate  ol  the  United 
States.  I have,  however,  the  consolation  to  know, 
that,  whatever  errors  1 may  have  committed,  my 
motives  have  been  disinterested,  and  that  my  public 
course  has  been  dictated  by  an  anxious  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  our  common  couutry,  and  to 
perpetuate  its  free  institutions. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  w'ith  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  BEDFORD  BROWN. 

To  the  general  assembly  of  ihe  state  of  N.  Carolina: 

1 hereby  resign  the  trust  with  which  the  legisla- 
true  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  was  pleased  to 
honor  me  as  one  of  her  representatives  in  Ihe  senate 
of  the  Uniied  States;  which  resignation  I desire  to 
take  effect  at  the  commencement  of  your  next  ses- 
sion. 

No  unwillingness  to  serve  my  country;  no  under 
estimate  of  the  high  and  undeserved  honor  I enjoy 
in  representing  a state  whose  character  is  unsullied 
and  whose  people  are  unsurpassed  for  moral  purity; 
no  insensibility  to  the  heavy  debt  of  gratitude  that 
rests  upon  me  for  the  many  marks  of  confidence  and 
tile  unmerited  favors  I have  received;  not  even  the 
conviction  I feel  of  my  own  inadequacy  to  the  re- 
sponsible and  weighty  duties  of  the  station  I fill,  in- 
duces me  to  resign  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  proudest 
retrospect  I shall  ever  have  is,  that  the  representa- 
tives of  one  of  the  noblest  states  of  the  American 
union,  thought  ine  worthy  to  represent  her  in  the 
most  august  body  under  the  sun;  and  the  most  cheer- 
ing consciousness  I shall  ever  experience,  will  be 
that  of  having  discharged  the  duties  of  the  station 
with  a fidelity  measured  only  by  my  ability. 

My  political  principles  have  never  been  disguised, 
and  they  were  well  known,  not  only  to  those  who 
elected  me,  but  to  every  other  citizen  of  the  state 
with  whose  acquaintance  I was  honored.  No  one 
can  say  that  I have  given  a vote  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  which  could  not  have  been  foretold 
by  every  man  at  all  conversant  with  public  affairs. 
Those  have,  I firmly  believe,  been  just  such  as  the 
people  of  North  Carolina,  or  their  representatives, 
by  whom  I was  elected,  would  have  instructed  me 
to  give.  Yet,  since  my  election,  a general  election 
for  members  of  the  legislature  has  taken  place,  and 
made  some  change  in  the  complexion  of  that  body, 
whether  or  not  fairly  representing  the  sentiments  of 
a majority  of  the  people,  is  a question  which  the 
people  themselves  must  decide.  At  their  last  ses- 
sion, majorities  of  both  branches  of  that  body,  were 
pleased  to  adopt  resolutions  expressive  of  the  opi- 
nion that  my  course  was  not  in  conformity  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  From  that  opinion  mine  re- 
spectfully differed.  Had  that  body  assumed  its  pro- 
per responsibility  and  instructed  me,  however,  l 
should  have  either  obeyed  those  instructions  literal- 
ly or  forthwith  resigned.  The  mere  expression  of 
opinion,  left  all  the  responsibility  upon  my  shoulders, 
only  increasing  thereby  its  weight  and  delicacy.  I 
was  not  ignorant  that  there  was  a design  in  some  to 
use  these  resolutions  as  a snare  in  whi  h I was  to  be 
caught  and  my  political  death  accomplished.  Nay, 
many  believed  there  was  no  way  for  me  to  escape. 
If  I treated  the  resolutions  as  instructions  and  re- 
signed, (for  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  rendered 
obedience  impossible),  and  thereby  insure  my  place 
being  filled  by  an  opponent  of  the  administration,  1 
should  bring  upon  myself  condemnation  as  a traitor 
to  those  who  had  trusted  me,  or  as  a cowardly  de- 
serter of  my  post  in  the  hour  of  trial.  If  on  the 
other  hand  I neither  resigned  nor  obeyed,  I should 
be  denounced  as  one  who  disregarded  the  will  of  my 
consli’uents  and  set  at  naught  their  right  to  instruct 
me.  I saw  the  dilemma  in  which  I should  be  plac- 
ed, and  resolved  to  escape  from  it  by  throwing  back 
the  responsibility  where  it  properly  belonged.  I was 
well'convinced  that  I could  not  with  propriety  treat 
Ihe  resolutions  as  instructions,  and  so  respectfully 
informed  the  legislature,  requesting,  at  the  same 
time,  that  if  I was  wrong,  I might  be  set  right.  My 
conclusion,  it  wrong,  was  not  corrected,  and  I might 
have  contented  myself  in  my  position  until  its  term 
expired.  But  I knew  the  public  mind  was  much 
stirred  concerning  the  doctrine  of  instructions,  and 
that  ungenerous  persons  would,  notwithstanding  the 
pains  1 had  taken  to  set  myself  right,  impute  to  me 
ihe  design  of  holding  under  constitutional  forms  a 
place  for  which,  accoiding  to  its  spirit  and  substance, 
I was  unfit.  It  had  been  said  by  high  authority  that 
I was  supporting  an  administration  to  which  my  con- 
stituents wrnre  opposed.  I am  among  the  last  men 
to  question  the  representative  character  of  our  go- 
vernment, or  lo  deny  to  the  people  the  right  of  set- 
ting up  and  pulling  down  at  pleasure,  and  I would 
sooner  perish  than  avail  mysell  of  a position  lo  which 
their  generous  confidence  had  placed  me  to  thwart 
their  wishes.  Believing  that  the  legislative  elections 


had  not  taken  place  in  reference  to  any  such  result, 
and  that  the  appointment  of  my  successor  could  not 
be  made  in  conformity  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the 
people,  my  immediate  resignation  would  not  have 
secured  obedience  to  their  will.  But,  I determined, 
and  accordingly  promised  to  resign  in  time  for  the 
people  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  occasion  of 
indicating  their  choice  of  asenatorial  representative. 

That  pledge  is  now  redeemed.  I return  to  private 
lile,  with  a bosom  glowing  with  the  samp  zeal  for 
my  country,  and  the  same  confidence  that  the  peo- 
ple will  do  right,  as  when  I accepted  at  their  hands 
a trust,  conferring  more  honor  than  a diadem. 

That  ever  citizen  of  the  state  may  be  apprised  of 
iny  resignation,  and  the  motive  that  leads  to  it,  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  furnishing  a copy  of  this 
letter  for  publication.  I am  with  very  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  STRANGE. 

Washington,  June  30,  1840. 

LIST  OF  ACTS 

PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  TWENTY- 
SIXTH  CONGRESS. 

An  act  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  sup- 
port of  government  for  the  year  1840. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  U. 
States  for  1S40. 

An  act  additional  to  the  act  on  the  subject  of  trea- 
sury notes. 

An  act  to  authorise  James  Alexander  to  relinquish 
certain  land,  and  locate  other  land  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  anil 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  1840. 

An  act  granting  tw’o  townships  of  land  for  the  use 
of  the  university  in  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

An  act  granting  a section  of  land  for  the  use  of 
schools  in  St.  Clair  county,  state  of  Illinois. 

An  act  to  annex  a certain  tract  of  land  to  the 
Coosa  land  district,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  remove  the  land  office  from  Cochuma 
to  Grenada,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

An  act  to  refund  a fine  imposed  on  the  late  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  under  the  sedition  law,  to  his  legal  heirs 
and  representatives. 

An  act  allowing  further  time  to  the  trustees  of 
Centre  college  to  dispose  of  the  land  heretofore 
granted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  of  Kentucky. 

An  act  to  carry  into  effect  a convention  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic. 

An  act  confirming  the  claim  of  Augustine  Lacoste 
to  a certain  tract  of  land  therein  named. 

An  act  authorising  an  examination  and  payment 
of  claim  of  the  workmen  on  the  public  buildings. 

An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions to  the  executors  or  administrators  of  deceased 
pensioners  of  certain  cases. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  the  importation 
of  productions  of  the  fine  arts. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  making  an 
exploration  and  survey  of  that  part  of  the  northeast- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  United  States  which  sepa- 
rates the  states  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  from 
the  British  provinces. 

An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,”  approved  June  22,  1838. 

An  act  to  refund  the  money  paid  to  cancel  the 
bonds  given  to  secure  duties  upon  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  employed  in  the  whale  fishery. 

An  act  to  confirm  the  title  to  a certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Mobile. 

An  act  to  revive  an  act  authorising  certain  sol- 
diers in  the  late  war  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  act  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  the  several  districts  so  soon  as  the 
surveys  therein  can  be  completed,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
6th  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  approved  March  3,  1839. 

An  act  to  authorise  registers  and  receivers  to  ad- 
minister oaths  required  to  be  taken  by  purchasers 
of  public  land. 

An  act  to  continue  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
pensions,  and  to  transfer  the  pension  business  here- 
tofore transacted  in  the  navy  department  to  that 
office. 

An  act  to  extend  for  a longer  period  the  several 
acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
of  the  United  States. 

An  act  lo  amend  an  act,  approved  the  18th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1839,  entitled,  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled ‘an  act  to  require  the  judge  of  East  and  West 
Tennessee  to  hold  a court  at  Jackson,  in  said  state,’ 
approved  June  the  18th,  1838,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.” 
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Ail  act  relative  to  the  iron  steamboat,  the  New 
Jersey,  formerly  the  Robert  F.  Stockton. 

An  act  lor  altering  the  time  lor  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  tor  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  at  Williamsport. 

Ail  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  respecting  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  authorising  Sippiccan  and  Mattapoisett, 
within  the  township  ot  Rochester,  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  to  be  known  hereafter  as  ports  un- 
der those  names. 

An  act  concerning  prisoners  of  the  United  States 
committed  to  the  jail  in  the  county  of  Providence, 
and  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  regulating 
the  shipment  and  discharge  of  seamen,  and  the  du- 
ties of  consuls. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  May  13th,  1800, 
entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to 
establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States.’  ” 

An  act  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  District  ot  Columbia  for  certain 
purposes. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice lor  the  year  1840. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  In- 
dian tribes  tor  the  year  1840. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  (or  the  year  1840. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  military 
academy  for  the  year  1840. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1840. 

PENSION  ACTS. 

An  act  granting  a pension  to  Chauncey  Rice;  to 
Israel  Parsons;  to  Philip  Hartman,  ot  Virginia;  to 
the  heirs  of  Leonard  Smith. 

RELIEF  ACTS. 

An  act  for  the  relief At  Richard  Booker  and  others; 
of  Thomas  W.  Taylor;  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith;  ol 
John  T.  Addoms,  executor  of  John  Addoms;  ol 
Meigs  D.  Benjamin  &.  Co.;  of  William  Wickham; 
of  George  Willis;  of  Robt.  Milnor  and  Jno.  Thomp- 
son; ol  Nathan  Levy;  ol  James  Brewer,  of  Ohio;  ol 
Sutton  Stephens;  ol  James  L.  Cochran;  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  John  Gnmball,  senior, 
deceased;  of  Elizabeth  Davidson,  widow  of  John 
Davidson;  of  Jacob  Becker;  of  lchabod  Beardsley, 
of  New  York;  of  James  Francber;  ot  William  An- 
drews, ol  New  York;  of  capt.  John  Downes;  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  William  Williams,  senior, 
deceased;  of  Erastus  Pierson;  of  Peter  A.  Myers; 
of  Daniel  W.  Going;  of  Jared  Winslow;  of  Gideon 
Sheldon;  of  general  Duncan  L.  Clinch;  of  Medad 
Cook;  of  Lyman  Bristol;  of  Sylvester  Tiffany;  of 
William  Bowman;  of  Seneca  Rider;  of  Peter  W. 
Short,  of  Woodstock,  New  York;  of  Ebetiezer  Lob- 
dell;  of  John  L.  Bowman  and  Enoch  J.  Noyes;  of 
Oliver  Welch;  of  Pierre  Molaison,  the  widow  ol 
Pierre  Richon,  Alexander  Comean,  Alice  L.  Foley, 
widow  of  John  Foley,  and  Francis  Martin,  of  Loui- 
siana; of  certain  settlers  on  Salt  Lick  reservation,  in 
the  western  district  of  Tennessee;  of  Mary  Perkins; 
of  the  children  ol  Stephen  Johnston,  deceased;  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  at  law  of  the  late  Lewis  Grant  Da- 
vidson, deceased;  ol  John  W.  France  and  Oliver 
Perrin;  of  Cornelius  Tiers;  of  Boggs  & Thompson, 
Robert  & Thomas  Hutchinson,  and  others;  of  Gil- 
bert A.  Smith  and  Nathaniel  Staik;  of  Win.  Mar- 
bury,  of  Louisiana;  of  Joseph  Cochran;  of  Alvarez 
Fisk  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  P. 
Eskridge;  of  A.  G.  S.  Wright;  ot  John  H.  Jacocks; 
of  Peter  Warner,  of  Indiana;  of  John  H.  Sheppard, 
administrator  ol  Abiel  Wood;  ol  John  W.  Mouette; 
of  the  sureties  and  heirs  and  representatives  of  Me- 
lancton  W.  Bostwiek,  deceased,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; of  Thomas  Bennett;  ot  Thomas  Latham,  and 
for  other  purp  ses;  ol  Hyacinth  Sassel;  ol'Cheste- 
lain  St  Ponvcrt.* 


* Note. — In  this  bill  is  contained  also  the  Ibilowmg 
provisions,  viz: 

For  the  payment  of  an  award  in  favor  of  the  owners 
of  the  steamboat  Suisca  and  Dayton;  for  the  payment 
of  a balance  due  lor  supplies  furnished  to  the  Creek  In- 
dians after  the  commencement  of  the  disturbances  in 
the  Creek  country,  and  before  and  during, the  removal 
of  said  Indians;  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  a 
division  of  the  lands  of  the  Brotherton  Indians;  fur  the 
payment  of  the  accounts  of  Henry  Lucas  & A.  P.  King, 
of  Alabama;  for  the  payment  of  an  account  of  Hart  & 
Bosworth,  and  John  Hart;  for  the  payment  of  an  ac- 
count of  John  Ii.  Cradduck,  of  Alabama;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Mitchell  & Fox  for  labor  at  branch  mint  at  N. 
Orleans;  lor  the  payment  of  balances  due  for  military 
and  geographical  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi;  lor 
the  payment  of  Charles  Gordon  for  maps;  f >r  the  pay- 
ment of  Auguste  Davezac,  late  charge  d’alfairs  ol  die 
United  States  at  the  Hague;  for  the  payment  of  Win. 
D.  Jones  for  diplomatic  services;  for  the  payment  of 
Nathaniel  Niles,  charge  d’:*.'iirs  at  Sardinia;  for  the 


, JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  for  the  disposition  of  certain  docu- 
ments now  deposited  in  the  library  of  congress. 

Authorising  the  secretary  of  war  to  continue  cer- 
tain clerks  employed  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  alfairs. 

For  the  relief  of  Masterton  & Smith,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

For  the  exchange  of  books  and  public  documents 
for  foieign  publications.  ,. 

Concerning  the  statue  of  Washington,  by  Gree- 
nough. 

Authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  certain  presents  from  the  iinauin  of  Muscat, 
and  the  emperor  of  Morocco. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

July  20.  The  following  resolutions  were  submit- 
ted, considered  by  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

By  Mr.  Benton,  a call  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  a statement,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session,  of  the  annual  and  total  amount  of 
goods  imported  fiom  each  foreign  state  3ince  the 
30th  of  September,  1833. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun,  a call  on  the  president,  if  not  in- 
consistent with  the  public  interest,  to  present  to  the 
senate,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  correspondence  and  documents  with  any  of  the 
British  authorities  in  regard  to  the  opinions,  acts, 
Stc.  of  Mr.  Consul  Trist,  relating  to  the  slave  trade. 

By  Mr.  Davis;  a call  on  the  president  for  a copy 
of  the  report  of  capt.  Perry,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  on  lights  and  light  houses,  to  be  sent  to  the 
secretary  of  the  senate,  and  to  be  piinted  for  the 
use  of  the  senate. 

On  motions  of  Messrs.  Wright,  Walker,  Robin- 
son, Wall,  Linn,  Young  and  Davis,  the  committees 
on  finance,  public  lands,  post  office  and  post  roads, 
the  judiciary,  Indian  affairs,  roads  and  canals,  and 
on  commerce  were  respectively  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  all  subjects  on  which  they 
had  not  already  reported. 

A resolution  making  the  whole  amount  of  the  sa- 
lary of  the  postmaster  of  the  senate  $1,000,  was  de- 
bated at  some  length,  and  agreed  to  by  yeas  25, 
nays  10. 

The  joint  resolution  to  revive  and  continue  as 
they  were  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  till  March  4,  1841,  on  condition  of 
their  resuming  and  continuing  specie  payments, 
having  been  read  a third  time,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  its  passage,  Mr.  Mien  moved  to  recommit 
the  resolution  with  instructions  to  substitute  for  it 
the  bill  lately  rejected  by  the  senate  on  this  subject. 
This  motion  was  negatived:  yeas  13,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Mien  now  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  make  all  stockholders  in  the  banks 
subject  to  all  liabilities  of  the  banks  to  the  amount 
of  their  stock  respectively.  Negatived  as  follows: 
yeas  14,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Buchanan  briefly  assigned  his  reasons  for 
voting  against  the  resolution,  the  chief  of  which 
was  that  it  would  be  an  implied  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  senate  to  continue  for  a longer  term  the 
charters  of  these  banks.  He  asked  therefore  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  senate  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment, giving  the  banks  to  understand  that  after  the 
4th  of  March  next  they  were  to  proceed  to  wind  up, 
under  the  act  lately  passed  lo  that  effect. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  hoped  no  one  would  ob- 
ject, as  such  was  the  actual  intention  of  the  friends 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Tappan  objected. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  desired  that  it  might  be 
particularly  noticed  that  this  objection  came  from 
no  man  who  wished  to  continue  these  banks  at  all, 
on  any  conditions. 

So  Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment  could  not  be  con- 
sidered without  recommitment,  which  was  not  mov- 
ed. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clayion, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hender- 
son, King,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Stur- 
geon, Tailmadge,  While,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Hub- 
bard, Linn,  Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 13 

payment  of  Clarke  and  Force  for  Diplomatic  His'ory; 
for  repairing  cupolas  and  other  fixtures  in  and  about 
the  capitol;  estimates  of  commissioner  of  public  build- 
ings, directed  to  be  made  to  the  committee  on  public 
buildings;  and  commissioner  of  public  buildings  lo  be 
allowed  per  centage  for  disbursing  money;  for  paying 
captain  Snodgrass’s  company  of  volunteers;  to  enable 
the  postmaster  general  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  June  23,  1810;  section 
3d  of  die  act  of  7th  July,  1838,  relative  to  certain  cus- 
tom house  officers,  revived. 


Mr.  Mien  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  resolu- 
tion by  calling  it  a resolution  to  charter  six  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Negatived  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  that  it  should  be  called  a 
joint  resolution  supplementary  to  the  act  of  July  3, 
1840,  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  a view,  he 
said,  to  serve,  as  far  as  it  might,  the  purpose  of  h 13 
proposed  amendment,  (as  above, objected  to  by  Mr. 
Tappan).  This  title  was  agreed  to  w ithout  dissent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  16th  joint  rule 
was  suspended,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  in  regard 
to  this  joint  resolution,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  other 
house  lor  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mien  moved  the  printing  of  the  bank  memo- 
rial on  this  subject,  to  show,  as  he  said,  that  the  se- 
nate had  humbled  itself  so  much  as  to  pass  this  mea- 
sure under  bank  dictation,  and  in  the  very  form 
which  the  banks  prescribed. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  it  differed  in  several  particulars. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  the  memorial  would 
show  that  the  banks  came  here  as  humble  petition- 
ers, and  he  therefore  desired  to  have  it  printed  as 
much  as  any  body. 

The  printing  of  the  memorial  was  accordingly 
ordered  without  dissent. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house,  announc- 
ing that  the  house  insisted  on  its  rejection  of  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  (an  appropriation  of 
$30,000  for  a survey  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico),  and 
asking  a conference  by  a joint  committee,  the  house 
having  appointed  the  committee  on  their  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  senate  lurther  in- 
sisted on  its  amendment,  and  agreed  to  a conference, 
authorising  the  president  pro  tern,  to  appoint  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  to  refund  certain  duties 
paid  by  an  importing  merchant  at  New  York,  was 
discussed  at  somp  length  by  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Hub- 
bard, Davis,  Calhoun  and  Wright,  and  laid  on  the 
table  without  dissent,  on  the  ground,  alleged  by  Mr. 
Wright,  that  the  committee  on  finance  had  at  this 
session  rejected  all  claims  of  this  kind. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  a senate  resolution,  re- 
lating to  Colt's  firearms,  was  taken  up,  debated  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  joint  resolution 
authorising  the  purchase  of  Colt’s  repeating  rifle 
for  the  use  of  the  navy,  was  taken  up,  discussed, 
amended  so  as  to  extend  to  other  rifles,  and  ordered 
to  a third  reading  by  yeas  16,  nays  12. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  with  a report  from  the  commissioner 
on  Indian  affairs,  in  pursuance  of  a senate  resolu- 
tion, relating  lo  the  purchases  of  Indian  lands  since 
the  establishment  of  the  government.  Laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  Henderson  submitted  a resolution,  calling  on 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  for  information  as  to  the 
protection  afforded  and  intended  to  be  afforded  to 
the  commerce  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Mr.  Wright 
objecting  to  the  latter  part,  the  resolution  lies  one 
day. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  took  a re- 
cess. 

Evening  session.  The  hill  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  for  Ihe  year  1840,  was  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  stating  that  the  house  had 
agreed  to  ail  the  amendments  of  thpsenate,  with  the 
exception  of  the  2d  ami  5th,  viz:  the  appropriation 
of  $6,000  for  an  outfit  to  the  resident  minister  at 
Constantinople,  and  the  appropriation  of  $12,000 
for  the  purchase  of  an  island  at  the  confluence  of 
the  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  back  this  bill  from  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  and  moved  that  the  senate  recede 
from  the  amendments. 

After  remarks  fiom  Messrs.  Walker,  Wright,  Da- 
vis, Hubbard,  Buchanan,  Pieslon  and  Smith,  of  Ind. 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  receding  from 
the  first  amendment,  and  the  vote  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fulton.  Henderson,  Hubbard, 
Huntington.  King,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prpston, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Con  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard, 
Tappan.  Wall,  White,  Wright — 23. 

N AYS — Messrs. Anderson, Benton,  Buchanan, Linn, 
Norvell,  Sturgeon,  Tailmadge,  Walker,  Young — 9. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
the  other  amendment,  and  carried  without  a count. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is.  directed  lo  publish  monthly  'lie  number 
and  date  of  all  treasury  notes  issued  or  redeemable  in 
pursuance  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  laws  row  in 
force,  and  also  the  number  and  amount  of  all  drafts 
upon  the  agents  of  the  treasury,  and  the  amount  out- 
standing and  unsatisfied,  specifying,  in  regard  to  both 
notes  and  drafts,  the  number  and  amount  of  each  un- 
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der  the  sum  of  $100;  also  under  $200,  and  for  every  ad- 
ditional hundred. 

Mr.  Southard  asked  to  have  it  considered,  but  it 
having  been  objected  to,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  over 
one  day. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  the  following,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  at  the  next  session, 
a statement  showing  what  portion  of  the  public  lands 
have  been  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  for  five  years 
and  less  than  10  years;  for  10  and  less  than  15;  tor  15 
and  less  than  20;  for  20  and  less  than  25;  for  25  and  less 
than  30;  for  30  and  less  than  35;  and  for  35  and  up- 
wards, designating  the  states  and  territories  and  land 
district  in  which  said  lands  are  situate;  and  what  quan- 
tity of  land  has  been  entered  after  it  had  been  subject 
to  entry  at  private  sale  35  years  and  upwards,  and 
within  what  years,  and  within  what  land  district  said 
land  was  entered. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
the  senate,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, a statement  of  the  number  and  value  of  the  pub- 
lic lots  in  the  city  of  Washington  given  by  congress  to 
citizens  and  charitable  institutions,  and  what  rule  was 
adopted  in  selecting  and  valuing  such  lots;  also,  of  such 
as  have  been  sold  and  otherwise  disposed  of  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  several 
corporations  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  showing  the  authority  under  which  sales  and 
disposition  of  the  public  lots  have  been  made,  the  means 
of  making  such  sale,  the  number  of  lots  and  sqaresdis- 
posed  of,  the  time  of  sale,  the  price  per  foot  at  which, 
and  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom,  each 
lot  was  sold,  the  amount  of  proceeds  arising  from  such 
sales,  to  what  purpose  applied,  the  authority  for  such 
application,  and  the  amount,  if  any,  remaining  in  hand. 

Several  other  bills  of  a private  nature  were  voted 
on,  and  the  senate,  after  taking  an  executive  ses- 
sion, adjourned  at  half  past  twelve  o’clock. 

July  21.  The  residue  of  the  standing  committees" 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideiation  of 
the  various  subjects  before  them. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications 
was  taken  up  and  passed,  with  the  amendments 
from  the  house. 

The  bill  from  the  house  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tlie  workmen  engaged  on  the  public  build- 
ings in  this  city  was  passed. 

After  some  time  spent  in  doing  nothing,  waiting 
for  the  action  of  the  house,  messages  were  received 
from  the  president,  informing  the  senate  that  he  had 
signed  the  different  bills  presented  to  him  yester- 
day, last  night,  and  to-day.  It  was  then  ordered 
that  a message  be  sent  to  the  house,  informing  that 
body,  that  the  senate  had  concluded  the  legislative 
business  before  it,  and  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

After  an  interval  of  half  an  hour — two  o’clock 
having  arrived,  Mr.  Phelps  rose,  and  offered  a reso- 
lution of  thanks  to  the  president,  pro.  Icm.  for  the 
ability  and  impartiality  with  which  he  had  discharg- 
ed the  duties  of  the  chair.  It  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

The  [(resident  pro.  tem.  (hon.  W.  R.  King),  then 
took  tlie  chair,  and  after  expressing  his  acknowledg- 
ments, adjourned  the  senate  sine  die. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  July  IS.  Mr.  Hopkins  (leave  having 
been  denied)  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  oiler  a resolution  requiring  the  clerk 
of  the  house  to  pay  to  each  messenger  the  usual 
allowance  for  extra  services. 

The  rules  having  been  suspended,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  resolution,  Mr.  Hopkins  moved 
the  previous  question.  The  main  question  was  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  (leave  having 
been  denied ),  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  oiler  a resolution  which,  he  said,  bail 
been  adopted  unanimously'  by  the  committee  of 
elections,  proposing  that  ttie  clerk  of  that  commit- 
tee (whose  labors  Mr.  C.  said  had  been  very  ar- 
duous) should  be  paid  six  dollars  per  day.  Mr. 
Petrikin  asked  the  yreas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were,  y'eas  34,  nays  09. 
So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Truman  Smith  (objection  having  been  made) 
moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to 
oiler  a resolution  directing  tiie  clerk  of  the  house  to 
jiay  the  usual  per  diem  and  mileage  to  Messrs. 
Jlycrigg,  See.  of  New  Jersey,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were — yeas  81,  nays  59.  There  not  being  two- 
thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Ramsey  made  a similar  motion  in  respect  to 
Mr.  Ingerscll,  (contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Naylor), 
and  the  y’eas  and  nays  being  ordered,  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  49,  nays  8G.  So  tt(e  rules  Were  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  to  move  a reference  of  the  bill  to  enforce  the 


collection  of  the  revenue  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union;  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  demanded,  were  ordered  and  taken,  and 
resulted  as  follows:  y'eas  90,  nays  67.  (Not  two- 
thirds).  The  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  /ones,  of  Vir- 
ginia, went  again  into  committee  of  Ihe  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  bill. 

A debate  arose  on  a question  of  order  in  relation 
to  an  amendment  to  the  bill  appropriating  $35,327 
for  carrying  into  effect  a provision  of  the  treaty  ol 
New  Echota,  in  1835,  in  reference  to  the  removal 
of  the  Indians. 

The  chair  having  decided  this  amendment  to  be 
in  order — Mr.  Russell  took  an  appeal,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  lor  the  satisfaction  of  a mere  private 
claim.  After  a long  and  desultory  debate,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
not  sustained.  So  the  amendment  was  decided  to 
be  out  of  older. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  committee  then 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  question  being 
on  its  third  reading — Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  va- 
rious amendments  made  to  the  bill  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  it  was  put  severally  on  each  amend- 
ment, when  they  were  all  concurred  in,  save  one 
of  $10,175  for  the  payment  of  a balance  due  the 
Creeks,  and  another  of  $5,000  for  making  a new 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  bill  was’then  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  the  joint  rule  of  the 
two  houses  which  forbids  bills  being  sent  from  one 
house  to  the  other  during  the  three  last  days  of  the 
session,  was  suspended  in  relation  to  the  Indian 
bill,  the  bill  for  the  military  academy,  for  fortifica- 
tions, for  mileage,  and  for  all  territorial  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Russell  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  for  consi- 
deration the  bill  appropriating  $25,000  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  north- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  an  amendment  to  include  the 
establishment  of  four  stations  for  meteorological 
and  geological  obsei various.  He  explained  the 
object  of  the  amendment  and  argued  in  its  favor, 
but  it  was  rejected.  The  committee  then  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Adams  renewed  his  motion  to 
amend,  and  sustained  it  with  his  usual  perseverance, 
referring,  among  other  authorities,  to  a letter  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  approving  and  urging  the 
plan,  but  in  vain.  The  previous  question  was 
moved,  and  ordered,  and  the  amendment  rejected 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  34,  nays  96. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  passed  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence.  The  house 
then  took  its  daily  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Jones  desired  to  take  up 
the  naval  appropriation  bill  which  had  come  down 
from  the  senate  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  Stanly  objected,  there  being  but  25  members 
present. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  make 
his  motion. 

In  the  meantime,  while  the  senate’s  amendments 
were  read,  Mr.  Lincoln  wished  the  time  occupied, 
till  a quorum  should  appear,  in  receiving  the  re- 
ports of  committees  to  whom  senate  bills  had  been 
referred. 

After  a desultory  conversation — the  question  was 
put  on  Mr.  Jones’s  motion,  and  the  votes  were: 
ayes  67,  noes  20.  No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which 
was  ordered.  Ninety-six  members  responded  (o 
their  names.  The  absentees  having  been  called, 
122  members  were  found  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  dispense  with  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Iowa,  made  a strenuous  effort 
to  get  territorial  business  taken  up — hut  it  failed. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Jones’s  mo- 
tion Intake  up  the  navy  bill  and  amendments,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr. 'Jones  moved  that  the  house  do  concur  in  all 
the  amendments  of  the  senate;  and  on  that  question 
he  demanded  the  previous  q u **ion.  The  previous 
question  was  seconded,  and  carried  by.  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows:  yeas  78,  nays  54. 

The  main  question  then  recurring  on  concurring 
in  the  amendments  of  the  senate,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  that  Ihe  question  bedivid- 
ed,  and  put  on  cacti  amendment  separately'.  The 
question  was  then  successively  put  on  the  several 
amendments  made  by  the  senate,  and  they'  were 
concurred  in. 


Mr.  Jones  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union:  which  motion  pre- 
vailing, the  house  went  into  committee  accordingly, 
(Mr.  Clifford  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  the  senate’s 
amendments  to  the  army  appropriation  bill. 

A discussion  arose  on  an  item  in  these  amend- 
ments for  the  outfit  of  a charge  to  Texas,  as  being 
incongruous  to  the  character  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  raised  the  question  whether  the  se- 
nate could  send  amendments  such  as  were  not  per- 
mitted by  the  rules  of  the  house:  this  subjected 
every  member  of  the  house  to  the  will  and  power 
of  the  senate:  against  which  he  protested. 

The  chair  deciding  the  amendments  to  be  in  or- 
der— Mr.  .Atoms  took  an  appeal;  which  was  argued 
by  Messrs.  Banks,  Adams,  Evans,  Briggs,  Ramsey, 
and  Fillmore,  and  finally  withdrawn.  The  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

Another  discussion  arose  on  an  amendment  al- 
lowing for  Ihe  outfit  of  a minister  resident  at  Con- 
stantinople, in  which  Messrs.  Evans,  Stanly,  Pick- 
ens, McKay,  Ramsey,  Dellel,  Craig,  Profit  and  Til- 
I'mghast  participated.  , 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  ayes  58,  noes  49.  No  quorum  voting, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  fact  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Triplett  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The 
call  was  ordered:  ayes  62,  noes  59. 

But  it  being  discovered  by  the  vote  that  a quo- 
rum was  present,  the  call  was  dispensed  with.  The 
house  having  returned  to  committee — the  subjectof 
the  outfit  to  commodore  Porter  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Pickens  explained.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams 
opposed  the  appropriation.  And  it  was  further 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Graves,  Dawson  and  Monroe. 

A communication  from  the  senate  was  received, 
announcing  the  passage  ol  certain  resolutions,  one 
relating  to  the  transfer  of  certain  stock  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, and  the  other  to  the  pay  of  workmen. 

Mr.  Jenifer  pressed  for  having  this  taken  up,  but 
Mr.  Graves  objecting,  tlie  house  returned  into  com- 
mittee, and  resinned  the  subject  of  discussion, 
which  was  debated  by'  Messrs.  Randolph,  McKay, 
Cushing,  Graves  and  Pickens,  when,  the  question 
being  taken,  the  amendment  of  the  senate  was  non- 
concnrred  in. 

The  next  item  was  for  certain  repairs  in  the 
custom  house  at  Philadelphia,  $3,200.  The  amend- 
ment was  then  concurred  in. 

The  next  item  was  for  running  the  boundary'  line 
of  Iowa  territory,  $1,096,  and  it  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments  having  been  concur- 
red in  without  debate,  the  following  additional  sec- 
tion to  the  bill  was  next  taken  lip: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  a defi- 
ciency of  receipts  of  revenue  from  customs  or  lands, 
or  other  sources,  or  of  a failure  on  the  part  of  the  late 
deposite  banks,  or  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  pay  the  debts  due  from  them,  or  to 
become  due  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  or  if 
from  any  other  cause  themeansof  the  treasury  shall 
not  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  appropriations  made  by 
congress,  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
authorised  to  postpone  the  expenditures  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads  of  appropriations  in  this  act,  viz:  for 
barracks,  quarters  and  storehouses,  &c.  for  the  nation- 
al armories;  for  armament  of  fortifications;  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service;  for  ordnance 
stores  and  supplies;  for  arsenals;  tor  repairs  and  im- 
provements at  the  Springfield  armory;  for  repairs  and 
improvements  at  the  Harper’s  Ferry  armory;  for  the 
purchase  of  saltpetre  and  brimstone;  for  continuing 
the  barracks,  quarters,  &c.  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  -at 
Fort  Wayne,  at  Fort  Smith,  at  Plattsburgh,  and  at 
Fort  Jesup,  or  such  and  so  many  of  them,  or  such  pro- 
portions of  each,  as  in  his  judgment,  utter  a careful 
examination  and  inquiry,  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
shall  demand;  such  postponements  to  be  merely  tem- 
porary', or  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, as  the  treasury  will  warrant,  &c. 

Mr.  Barnard  inquired  how  much  tlie  appropria- 
lions  amounted  to  which  the  executive  was  thus 
allowed  to  postpone? 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  could  not  tell  at  the  moment, 
with  perfect  accuracy,  but  he  believed  the  amount 
to  be  about  $1,200,000. 

This  amendment  was  debated  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Barnard,  Saltonstall,  Calhoun,  Profit,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Morgan,  Everett  and  I V.  Thompson,  but 
before  any  action  was  taken  on  it,  Mr.  Briggs,  ad- 
verting to  the  fact  that  it  was  now  near  12  o’clock, 
and  expressing  his  hope  that  the  house  would  re- 
spect the  Sabbath,  moved  that  the  committee  rise.. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly, and  reported  progress. 

The  house,  at  five  minutes  before  12  o’clock  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  July  20.  The  journal  having  been  read 
and  corrected — Mr.  Ramsey  offered  a resolution 
making  sundry  extra  allowances  to  the  officers  of 
tlie  house,  and  dem  %'ed  the  previous  question 
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upon  it;  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and 
the  main  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, the  yeas  and  nays  w'ere  ordered,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows;  yeas  38,  nays  141.  So  the  reso 
lution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Toland  moved  to  resonsider  the  vote  just 
taken,  that  the  resolution  might  be  modified  so  as 
not  to  include  in  the  extra  allowances  the  salaried 
officers  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  91,  nays  62. 
So  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  resolution  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  thei  house  took  up  the 
senate’s  amendments  to  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the  house  insist  on  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  (viz: 
for  the  survey  of  the  Apnalachicola  bay,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  establishment  of  a naval  station),  and 
appoint  a committee  of  conference.  Mr.  Mams 
moved  that  the  house  kdhere.  Mr.  Jameson,  that 
the  house  recede  from  its  disagreement;  and  he  de- 
manded the  previous  question;  which  was  second- 
ed, put  and  cairied;  and  the  question  being  on  re- 
ceding, it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows, 
viz:  yeas  80,  nays  91.  So  the  house  refused  to 
recede. 

Mr.  Jldams  withdrawing  his  motion  to  adhere, 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  insist 
upon  the  disagreement,  it  was  agieed  to;  and  a 
committee  of  conference  was  ordered  to  be  appoint- 
ed. 

The  house  concurred  in  the  senate’s  amendments 
fo  sundry  private  bills. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
senate’s  amendments  to  the  army  appropriation  bill 
at  half  past  two  o’clock,  (unless  sooner  reported). 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, resulted  as  follows:  yeas  120,  nays  44. 

Mr.  Jones  afterwards  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
take  up  the  bill  in  the  house  at  4 o’clock.  On  the 
resolution,  thus  modified,  he  demanded  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  put  and  carried,  and 
the  main  question  being  on  adopting  the  resolution, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  but  the  house 
refused  to  order  them.  The  resolution  was  then 
carried:  ayes  lll,noes31. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  uniob, 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  house  went  info  com- 
mittee accoidingly,  (Mr.  Clifford  in  the  chair),  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  army  appropriation 
bill. 

And  the  pending  question  being  on  the  amend- 
mendinent  of  Mr.  Everett  to  the  senate’s  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  restrict  the 
action  of  the  president  in  postponing  certain  appro- 
priations in  (he  bill  so  as  to  require  him  to  pursue 
the  order  in  which  the  appropriations  stand  in  the 
bill. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Proffit, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Stanly,  Bell,  Wise,  Cashing, 
Tilling  hast,  Davis,  of  Kentucky  and  Barnard,  of 
New  York,  the  question  was  put  on  the  amend- 
ment and  rejected:  ayes  32,  noes  57.  No  quorum 
having  voted,  tellers  were  demanded,  and  the  vote 
was  again  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  ayes  55, 
noe.s  76. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  senate’s  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  authorised 
the  suspension  of  appropriations  for  the  Springfield 
and  Harper’s  Ferry  armories,  and  supported  his 
amendment  by  a short  speech,  in  which  he  advo- 
cated with  great  spirit  the  cause  of  the  workmen 
engaged  in  those  establishments. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  followed  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  severe  comment  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  senate’s  proposition. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  amend- 
ment, there  were:  ayes  33,  noes  61.  No  quorum 
present;  and  the  hour  of  half  past  two  having  by 
this  time  arrived,  the  house  then  took  recess. 

Evening  session.  The  house  met  but  no  quorum 
was  present,  Mr.  Lincoln  proposed  that,  until  a 
quorum  appeared  the  standing  committees  be  per- 
milted  to  report  senate  bills  referred  to  them;  but, 
alter  conversation  with  the  chair,  did  not  press  the 
motion. 

A quorum  being  now  present,  the  house  on  mo- 
tion ot  Mr.  Jones,  proceeded  to  execute  the  order 
by  which  it  was  directed  that,  at  4 o’clock,  the 
house  should  resume  the  consideration  of  the  army 
appropriation  bill.  And  the  question  being  on  con- 
curring in  the  amendments  to  the  bill  sent  from  the 
senate;  Mr.  Jones  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  wa3  seconded,  put  and  carried;  when  the 
main  question,  on  agreeing  to  the  amendments,  was 
divided  and  put  successively^ou  the  several  amend- 
ments separately . > 


On  that  allowing  for  an  oulfit  to  the  minister  re- 
sident at  Consiantinople,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 
54  nays  84.  So  the  house  refused  to  concur. 

On  another  amendment,  for  the  purchase  of  an 
island  in  the  Mississippi,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
St.  Peter’s  near  Fort  Snelling,  the  yeas  and  nays 
w ere  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  49,  nays 
100.  So  tbe  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

On  the  last  amendment,  which  empowers  the  pre- 
sident to  postpone  a large  list  of  appropriations  con- 
tained in  the  bill,  should  there  be  a deficit  of  means 
in  the  treasury,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
and  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  102,  nays  76.  So  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  committee  on  conference,  by  Mr.  Evans,  re- 
ported, recommending,  as  a compromise  between 
the  two  houses,  a new  apprbprialion  of  $'10,000,  in 
a shape  different  from  the  proposition  in  the  bill, 
but  for  the  same  object.  The  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  went 
into  committee  ol  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Underwood  in  the  chair),  and  took  up 
he  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
West  Point  academy. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  being  considered  by  sec- 
tions, Mr.  Kemble  proposed  an  amendment  aliecting 
some  of  the  details  of  the  establishment,  which  was 
carried:  ayes 89,  noes  trot  counted. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
moved  to  re-enact  a provision  regulating  the  sala- 
ries of  collectors,  surveyors  and  other  custom  house 
officers.  The  proposition  was  pronounced  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  but  the  enacting  clause,  and  substi- 
tuting  a new  bill,  proposing  a different  arrangement 
for  the  military  instruction  of  cadets  and  officers. 

This  motion  produced  a warm  and  desultory  de- 
bate itr  which  Messrs.  Williams,  Monroe,  Pope, 
Campbell,  of  Ten.  Reynolds,  Hubbard,  W.  Cost 
Johnson,  Dawson,  of  Ga.  M.  A.  Cooper,  Evans,  and 
Jenifer,  participated,  after  which  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected  almost  by 
acclamation;  when  the  committee  rose,  and  report- 
ed the  bill  as  previously  amended. 

Inthe  house,  the  amendment  having  been  r-.  ad, 
the  previous  question  was  moved,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  176,  nays 
41.  It  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
in  order  to  receive  a joint  resolution  from  the  se- 
nate on  the  District  banks,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  w hich,  being  ordered,  were  taken,  and 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  73,  nays  53.  There  not 
being  two  thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Jones  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  went 
into  committee  accoidingly,  (Mr.  Cuve  Johnson  in 
the  chair),  and  took  up  the  fortification  bill.  The 
bill  was  read  through,  and  then  considered  by  sec- 
tions. The  sections  having  been  read,  and  some 
inquiries  having  been  answered,  Mr.  Jones  moved, 
as  an  additional  section,  a provision,  empowering 
the  president,  in  case  of  a deficit  in  the  treasury,  to 
postpone  until  the  close  of  the  next  congress,  unless 
congress  shall  sooner  act  on  the  subject,  such  of  the 
works  provided  for  in  the  bill  as  he  might  deem  the 
state  ot  the  treasury  to  require. 

A considerable  discussion  arose  on  this  amend- 
ment, in  which  a number  of  members  took  part. — 
Mr.  Wise  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Miv 
Joncs  by  omitting  that  part  of  it  which  refers  to  the 
apprehended  non-payment  by  the  banks  of  the  mo- 
neys due  by  them  to  the  government. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Wise’s  amend- 
ment, it  was  negatived.  That  ot  Mr.  Jones  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  committee  now  rose, and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house,  with  the  amendment. 

In  the  house,  the  amendment  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  demanded  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  put  and  carried;  and 
on  the  main  question,  being  on  concurring  with  the 
amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  hut 
the  house  refused  to  order  them.  The  amendment 
was  concurred  in,  the  bill  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing, read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  New  York,  now  moved  that  the 
calender  of  seriate  bills,  which  had  been  referred  to 
a committee  of  the  whole,  be  transferred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fellows:  yeas  79, 
nays  63. 

So  the  house,  at  a quarter  past  twelve  o’clock, 
adjourned.  ' j 


Tuesday,  July  21.  Immediately  alter  the  jour- 
nal was  read,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut  olfered  a 
resolution  for  giving  to  the  opposition  claimants  to 
seats  as  representatives  of  New  Jersey  the  usual 
per  diem  compensation  and  mileage. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Smith  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules;  and  this  requiring  two-thirds,  was 
rejected. 

Alter  the  roll  was  called,  Mr.  Stanly  asked  whe- 
ther it  was  proper  to  make  a motion  that  members 
within  the  bar  who  did  not  vote,  should  be  made 
to  vote. 

The  speaker  said  this  was  not  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  he  wished  only  that  the  house 
should  notice  that  several  of  the  New  Jersey  admi- 
nistiation  members,  whose  names  he  had  on  paper, 
had  not  voted,  (Messrs.  Cooper,  Kille  and  Ryull). 
The  last  was  leaning  on  the  bar  when  his  name 
was  called. 

Mr.  Ramsay,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  a similar 
resolution  in  regard  to  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  which 
was  also  rejected.  But  it  appears  that  Mr.  Iimer- 
soll  has  succeeded  in  pocketing  eleven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars  as  pay  of  witnesses  in  the 
Pennsylvania  contested  election  case. 

For  t he  purpose  of  bringing  the  fact  to  the  notice 
of  the  house,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives pay  to  the  witnesses  examined  in  the  New  Jersey 
case  two  dollars  per  day  while  engagetl  in  the  exami- 
nation. 

To  this  resolution  the  following  was  appended  by 
Mr.  Morgan: 

“July  20th,  1840. — Received  of  Hugh  A.  Gar- 
land, clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  eleven 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars,  lor  pay  of  the 
above  named  witnesses,  being  five  hundred  and 
sixty-four  days. 

(Signed)  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.” 

The  majority  refused  to  suspend,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
made  a report  in  reference  to  (he  frauds  and  abuses 
connecled  with  certain  treaties  with  the  Winneba- 
go Indians,  and  asked  that  the  report  and  accompa- 
nying testimony  be  printed. 

Air.  Cave  Johnson  objected. 

The  committee  were  then  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

Great  contusion  now  arose  in  consequence  of  the 
competition  among  members  for  the  floor,  and  then 
urgent  appeals  for  taking  up  particular  measures, 
in  which  they  respectively  took  great  interest. 

Mr.  Win.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  senate  authorising  the  continuance  of  the 
charters  of  the  banks  ol  the  District  of  Columbia  till 
July,  1S41.  The  motion  to  suspend  was  lost. 

The  joint  rule  was  suspended  so  as  to  allow  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  receive  on  this, 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  fortification  bill,  and 
sign  if. 

A bill  was  (hen  received  from  the  senate,  the  title 
of  which  indicated  it  to  be  a measure  For  the  relief 
of  a private  claimant;  but  on  tbe  clerk  reading  it,  it 
was  found  to  contain  additional  clauses,  making  ap- 
propriations for  a variety  of  objects  and  purposes. 
This  is  called  the  omnibus  bill,  from  the  tact  that  it 
was. made  to  carry  all  sorts  of  things,  most  incon- 
gruous and  diversified.  The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Jenifer  gave  notice,  that  if  by  the  1st  Janua- 
ry next,  the  duties  arid  inspections  upon  our  tobac- 
ro  in  Europe,  will  not  be  modified,  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a hill  laying  counteracting  duties. 

At  one  o’clock,  the  committee  on  territories  were 
discharged  fiom  all  the  bills  before  them;  and  the 
bouse  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  oftthe  union,  took  up  the  bill  authoris- 
ing the  president  to  raise  an  additional  force  of  1,600 
men  to  operate  against  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Flo- 
rida. 

But  the  speaker  decided  that  this  measure  was  not 
in  order,  and  the  bill  was  laid  back  on  tbe  table. 

The  other  bills  were  then  taken  up  and  after  de- 
bate, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills  to 
the  house.  They  were  chiefly  ol  a local  character. 
None  of  them  passed;  (or  the  ayes  and  noes  were 
called  on  the  first;  and  by  the  time  they  were  finish- 
ed. it  was  within  a few  minutes  of  two  o’clock. 

The  committee,  appointed  on  (he  part  of  the 
house,  (as  is  usual),  to  wait  on  the  president,  and 
inform  him  that  if  he  had  no  further  communica- 
tion to  make,  the}7  were  ready  to  adjourn,  returned 
and  reported  (hat  the  president  had  no  public  com- 
munication to  make,  but  wished  the  representatives 
a safe  and  happy  return  to  their  homes. 

1 he  speaker  then  rose,  and  said  lie  felt  bound,  un- 
der 1 lie  rule  which  had  been  adopted,  to  declare  that 
the  house  of  representatives  stands  adjourned  to  the 
first  Alonday  in  December  next;  and  the  speaker 
instantly  left  the  chair,  and  the  members  dispersed. 
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Abolition  convention.  At  the  general  convention 
lately  assembled  in  London,  it  is  stated  that  forty  dele- 
gates, male  and  female,  attended  from  the  U.  States. 
The  question  whether  to  allow  females  to  vote  was 
started,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  Garrison  and 
other  abolitionists  arrived  after  the  decision  and  decid- 
ed to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  convention. 

Albino.  The  taking  of  the  census  will  develop  ma- 
ny curious  facts.  In  Queens  county,  N.  Y.  the  mar- 
shal discovered  a perfect  Albino.  It  was  an  active 
child  of  three  years  old,  whose  parents  were  negroes. 
The  child  was  perfectly  white,  had  the  pink-shaded 
blue  eyes  of  this  class  of  beings,  with  hair  white  and 
crisped  like  wool. 

Americans  abroad.  A Paris  paper  of  June  26,  men- 
tions that  inree  Roman  Catholic  bishops  from  the  U. 
States,  viz:  Mr.  Rosati,  of  St.  Louis,  an  Italian;  Mr. 
Portier,  of  Mobile,  a Frenchman,  and  Mr.  Niles,  of 
Nashville,  an  American,  have  arrived  in  that  city  on 
their  way  to  Rome. 

Anthracite  nails  are  made  from  the  ore  at  the  works 
of  Messrs.  Reeves  & Whitaker,  Phcenixville,  Pa.  in  the 
short  space  of  twenty-four  hours. 

The  Arab  ship  Sultanee.  This  vessel  after  being 
overhauled  at  the  navy  yard,  at  tgovernmentexpense,  is 
now  taking  in  a cargo,  and  will  sail  for  Madeira,  and 
thence  to  Muscat,  about  the  1st  of  August. 

[New  York  Express. 

Births  extra.  A Madam  Giraudin,  residing  at 
L’Atac,  in  the  English  Island  of  Jersey,  recently  gave 
birth  to  five  daughters.  None  of  them  survived  the 
birth  more  than  a few  hours. 

Lord  Brougham  it  is  stated,  is  a member  of  the  “Odd 
Fellows”  society. 

Burlington,  Iowa.  The  population  of  this  new  and 
thriving  place  already  numbers  1,060;  two  spirited  news- 
papers^ three  or  four  churches-,  a theatre,  about  twenty 
stores,  with  divers  other  foundations  for  a city. 

“The  hon.  Mr.  Burney.’’  The  London  papers,  we 
observe,  designates  this  “delegate  to  the  world’s  con- 
vention of  abolitionists’’ — as  “a  member  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.”  As  Mr.  B.  has  never  been  as 
we  have  heard  of,  even  a candidate  for  congress  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  he  must,  we  presume,  derive  his 
“ broad  seal”  from  somewhere  “within  the  realm.” 

In  the  convention,  Mr.  B.  thus  alludes  to  the  coun- 
try of  which  he  is  designated  a representative:— “He 
would  give  them  some  ot  the  characteristics  by  which 
the  United  S ates  were  dishonored  throughout  the  world. 
Slavery  there  reigned  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.  Men  were  slaves  from  their  birth  to  their 
old  age.  They  had  been  slaveholding  people  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years,  and  he  asked  how  many  mur- 
ders had  been  committed  annually?  Allowing  five  every 
year,  one  thousand  had  been  committed;  and  not  one 
single  instance  had  there  been  of  an  individual  being 
punished  with  death  for  slave  murder.  Marriage  was 
not  allowed  among  the  slaves.  What  then  must  have 
been  and  still  he  the  profligacy  existing  in  that  coun- 
try. Since  1803,  slave  trading  and  slave  breeding  had 
been  carried  on  with  as  great  severity  as  ever.  Edu- 
cation even  in  the  most  elementary  form  was  prohibit- 
ed from  the  slave.  (Shame,  shame).  The  religious 
welfare  of  the  soul  of  the  slave  was  even  neglected.” 

Clinton,  La.  Population  103  white  males;  1 44  white 
females; 83  colored  males;  123  females;  total  slaves  211; 
grand  total  551. 

Cotton  market.  New  Orleans,  17 Ih  July.  Colton. 
Arrivals  810  bales— cleared  10  519  bales,  of  which  10 
bales  for  your  port,  136  for  New  York,  530  for  Boston, 
and  406  fir  Saco,  Maine.  Stock  on  hand  56,318  bales; 
about  5,000  bales  have  changed  hands  within  the  last 
three  days.  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  ordinary  5 3 4 
to  6 3-4;  middling  7 3 4 to  81-4;  fair  9 1-2  to  9 3-4;  good 
fair  10  1-2  to  11;  good  and  fine  12  to  — . 

New  crop.  A bale  of  new  cotton  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  11th  instant,  and  was  shipped  on  board  the 
Vicksburg,  for  Liverpool.  This  is  unusually  early. 

Crops.  In  the  south  of  Europe  crops  are  s .id  to  be 
abundant,  and  harvest  commencing  at  our  latest  dates. 

Heavy  damages.  A few  days  ago  an  important  case 
was  tried  at  the  United  States  district  court,  held  at  Co- 
lumbus, 0/iio,  judges  McLean  and  Leavit.  presiding. 
The  pai-iies  were  KcKenney  vs.  Neil,  Moores  & Co. 
si acre  coach  proprietors,  it  was  shown  satisfactorily  to 
the  court  and  jury,  that  Messrs.  Neil,  Moores  &,  Co. 
were  very  extensively  concerned  as  stage  coach  proprie- 
tors, and  generally  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public. 
Yet,  in  this  instance,  it  was  evident  that  the  great  iu- 
inry ’sustained  to  the  plaintiff  was  caused  by  the  upset- 
ing  of  the  coach  while  in  the  charge  of  a driver  who 
was  incapable  of  taking  charge  of  the  horses.  The 
jury  returned  <i  verdict,  of  damages  for  the  plaintiff,  Jive 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  three  dollars. 

[N.  Y.  Commercial. 

Dickens.  The  Liverpool  correspondent  of  the  New 
York  Signal  says:— “Dickens  has  beenvery  ill,  indeed, 
but  is  much  better  now.  Some  of  the  first  numbers  of 
the  Clock  were  written  for  him— :he  few  last  are  en- 
tirely his.  How  different  in  worth  and  beauty!  He  is 
a trlorious  fellow.  I was  afraid  that  he  was  quite  done 
up°at  one  time,  his  head  was  so  bad,  but  he  is  almost 
himself  again.”  , 


Dover,  N.  H.  The  population  of  Dover,  according 
to  the  census  just  taken,  is  6,45S,  being  an  increase  of 
1,009,  since  1830.  The  increase  of  the  next  preceding 
ten  years  was  2,578.  The  number  of  colored  persons 
is  11.  The  oldest  male  person  is  91,  and  the  oldest 
female,  93  1-2. 

Elections  take  rlaee  on  Monday  next  the  3J  August, 
in  the  states  of  Kentucky,  Alabama,  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Missouri. 

Dr.  Eldridge.  Forty  or  fifty  indictments  are  found 
against  this  artful  forger  who  is  now’  in  prison  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  who  it  is  stated,  has  not  opened  his  lips 
since  his  incarceration. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  7 premium:  on 
France  5.27  l-2a30;  on  Richmond  3a3  1-2;  Charleston, 
the  same;  Savannah  7 l-2a8;  Augusta  9;  Mobile  8 l-2a 
9;  New  Orleans  6 3-4a7;  St.  Louis  8 l-2a9. 

Essex  county,  Mass,  according  to  the  census  just 
taken,  contains  a population  of  94,743;  in  1837,  92,639. 
Increase  in  three  years,  2,059. 

Flour,  at  N.  York,  4,000  bbls.  sold  for  export  on  the 
24th  at  former  quotations. 

At  Baltimore  purchasers  offer  $5  12 1-2  for  new,  and 
sales  are  made  at  $5  25,  for  old;  $5  receipt  price.  The 
inspections  of  the  week  5,923  barrels,  and  557  half 
barrels. 

At  New  Orleans,  17th — superfine  $4  to  554  25;  but  a 
small  stock  on  hand. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Newton  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the 
1st  J uly  in  16  day?  from  New  York,  per  the  packet  ship 
George  Washington. 

Mail.  It  lias  been  stated  to  us,  by  one  whose  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  cannot  be  doubted,  that  on  last 
Tuesday,  the  day  of  the  adjournment  of  congress,  no 
less  than  three  hundred  and  forty-four  bushels  of  docu- 
ments and  newspapers  were  sent  from  our  city  post 
office  by  the  mails  going  east,  west,  north  and  south. 

[Nat.  Int. 

Manufactures.  We  learn  with  regret  that  all  the 
hands  employed  in  the  patent  arms  manufactory,  with 
the  exception  of  three  or  four,  were  last  week  discharged, 
and  the  few  who  have  been  retained,  will  also  be  dis- 
charged as  soon  as  they  have  finished  up  their  work, 
when  the  whole  establishment  will  be  closed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  depression  of  the  times. 

[Patterson  Int. 

New  Orleans  continues  healthy.  Immense  num- 
bers have  left  the  city  since  the  election.  The  census 
takers  are  at  work.  The  population  has  nearly  doubled 
within  the  last  ten  years,  and  will  now  reached  nearly 
100,000. 


Census  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Col.  J.  G.  Hadley 
has  just  completed  the  census  of  Portsmouth,  Newcas- 
tle and  Gosport,  and  gives  us  the  following  results: 
Portsmouth — white,  males  3,647,  females  4, 164;  black, 
males  30,  females  43 — total  7,834. 

Newcastle — males  370,  females  372 — total  742. 
Gosport — males  61,  temales  54 — total  115. 

The  population  of  Portsmouth,  as  reported  in  the  of- 
ficial returns- 


In  1790,  was 
1800, 

1810, 


4.720 
5,339 
6 964 


In  1820,  was 
1830, 

1840, 


7,327 

8,032 

7,834 


It  is  believed  that  the  return  of  1830,  were  what  the 
place  then  contained. 


Providence,  R.  I.  The  population  of  Providence  is 
23,042.  viz:  East  side  of  the  river,  11,106;  west  side 
11,936.  In  1830,  the  whole  population  was  16,832;  in 
1820,  11,767. 


Rail  roads.  The  London  correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Courier  writes,  under  date  of  30th  June — 

The  single  exception  to  the  general  depression  is  in 
railway  properties — the  value  of  which  lias  recently 
advanced.  There  is  to-djy  and  to-morrow,  a great 
opening  of  the  lines  of  railway  connecting  London 
with  Leeds  and  York — and  on  Saturday  was  opened  a 
continuation  of  the  rail  road  from  Preston  to  Lancas- 
ter— besides  the  opening  of  other  less  important  lines. 
All  the  pressure  in  tile  money  market  lias  not  prevent- 
ed a large  speculative  business  in  the  shares  of  the  last 
of  these  railway  lines. 

The  Birmingham  and  Gloucester  railway  company 
have  received  six  locomotive  engines  from  Mr.  Norris, 
of  Philadelphia — and  the  first  experiment  was  made 
on  Friday  last.  The  result,  according  to  the  Birming- 
ham Herald,  having  “surpassed  all  expectations.” 
That  steam  locomotive  engines  should  be  imported 
from  Philadelphia  to  Birmingham,  is  indeed  a carrying 
of  coals  to  Newcastle,  and  one  of  the  curiosities  of  the 
present  curious  age. 

The  National  Gazette  remarks  that  the  estimated 
income  from  English  railways  for  this  year  is  not  loss 
than  two  millions  and  a half  pounds  sterling.  This 
arises  from  a population  of  seven  millions.  Deducting 
from  this  sixty  per  cent,  for  expenses,  the  profit  is 
£1,090,000,  which  at  five  per  cent,  is  capable  of  sus- 
taining a capital  of  £20,000,000. 

Revolutionary  relict.  Mr.  Webster,  at  the  great 
log  cabin  gathering  in  Vermont,  was  introduced  to  a 
member  of  the  Boston  tea  party  an  old  veteran,  94 
years  of  age,  who  pushed  die  tea  from  the  gun-wale  of 
the  ship  into  the  water.  Mr.  Webster,  on  his  return  to 
Bratdebro’,  called  on  the  hero  at  his  dwelling  among 
the  mountains. 


Saratoga  springs.  Nearly  1,500  persons  had  ar- 
rived at  Saratoga  during  the  week  ending  on  Sunday 
last. 

Sky  rocket  power.  The  Boston  Times  states  that 
the  experiment  of  propelling  a boat  by  the  power  of 
sky  rockets  was  tried  the  other  night  at  Chelsea,  by 
Mr.  William  Beals,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  and 
was  completely  successful.  The  boat  which  was 
about  fifteen  feet  long,  was  propelled  some  three  hun- 
dred yards,  from  Chelsea  to  the  channel,  with  great 
celerity. 

Specie.  The  barque  Coosa,  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
on  Thursday  morning,  from  New  Orleans,  brought 
$71,000  in  specie,  consigned  to  A.  Lardner,  esq.  of  the 
U.  States  bank.  The  brig  Langdon  Cheves,  arrived 
on  Wednesday,  from  the  same  place,  brought  $100,000 
in  specie,  consigned  to  the  same  institution. 

The  schooner  Camanche  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
from  Matamoras,  on  the  lo.h  instant,  and  brought 
$31,327  in  specie. 

The  Linnet  packet  ship  from  Mexico,  loaded 
$400,000,  and  the  Opossum  $700,000  at  Falmouth, 
England. 

Stocks  market.  N.  York,  24th  July.  All  stocks 
are  depressed;  U.  S.  bank  and  fancy  have  gone  down 
2 per  cent.  230  shares  of  U.  S.  bank  sold  at  66  l-2a 
66  2-3;  a sale  of  state  stock,  5 per  cent,  to  the  amount 
ot  $50,000  was  made  by  auction  this  morning.  It  is 
understood  they  were  bought  in  by  the  institutions  to 
to  which  they  were  hypothecated  at  par.  $5,000  state 
5 1-2  percent,  was  then  tried  and  brought  99  14; 
$50,000  state  5 per  cents  were  afterwards  put  up  and 
withdrawn  in  consequence  of  there  being  a slight  at- 
tendance of  brokers. 

Steamers.  The  Britannia  will  leave  Boston  for 
Liverpool,  via  Halifax,  on  the  1st  of  August. 

Steamboats.  The  steamboat  American  took  fire 
whilst  wooding  on  the  Ouachita  river  on  the  10th;  boat 
and  cargo  a total  loss. 

Sugar.  From  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  it  appears  that  in  1S39,  sugar  was  imported 
into  the  United  States,  to  the  value  of  about  nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  exclusive  of  duty.  What  an  item  to 
balance  by  the  exportation  of  bread  stuff's  at  the  ex- 
isting low  prices!  Such  a statement  suggests  at  once 
the  inquiry  whether  sugar  cannot  be  manufactured 
from  some  product  of  our  soil,  so  as  to  compete  on 
open  ground  with  the  foreign  article.  In  two  years 
from  this  time,  the  duty  on  imported  sugar  will  be  less 
than  one-half  the  present  rate;  this  must  cause  a very 
material  increase  of  the  amount  consumed. 

Teas.  The  export  of  teas  to  Great  Britain,  from 
1st  October  to  the  24th  March,  amounted  10,15,000,009 
lbs.  and  was  expected  to  reach  22,000,090  lbs.  by  the 
end  of  April. 

Tobacco.  Baltimore,  25 Ih  July.  A steady  demand 
during  the  week  for  middle  qualities — in  fine  and  com- 
mon the  transactions  have  been  light.  Prices  fully  sus- 
taining former  quotations,  viz:  inferior  and  common 
$3  50, i4  50;  middling  togood$5a6;  good  $6  50a8;  and 
fine  $8al3.  Ohio  has  also  been  in  fair  demand,  and  the 
sales  reported  to  us  reach  about  400  hhds.  at  $4  25al0, 
the  principal  sales  being  at  $4  25a5  and  6.  The  in- 
spections of  the  week  comprise  635  hhds.  Maryland; 
291  hhds.  Ohio;  20  hhds.  Virginia,  and  6 hhds.  Ken- 
tucky-total 952  hhds. 

New  Orleans,  17 Ih  July.  There  is  slight  activity  in 
the  market,  operators  having  taken  360  hhds.  within 
the  last  three  days.  628  hhds.  have  been  cleared  to 
New  York  and  Liverpool.  The  stock  on  hand  is 
13,711  hhds. 

Tribute  to  general  Washington  at  the  Dublin 
theatre.  Mr.  Hacked,  the  actor,  gives  the  following 
account  of  an  occurrence  at  the  Dublin  theatre: 

“The  first  night  of  Rip  Van  Winkle,  when  in  the 
midst  of  the  scene  where  he  finds  himself  lost  in  amaze- 
ment at  the  change  of  his  native  village,  as  well  as  him- 
self, and  every  body  he  meets,  a person  of  whom  lie  is 
making  inquiry  mentions  the  name  of  Washington  — 
Rip  asks — ‘‘Who  is  he?”  The  offer  replies — “What! 
did  you  never  hear  of  the  immortal  George  Washing- 
ton, the  father  of  his  country?”  The  whole  audience, 
from  pit  to  gallery,  seemed  to  rise,  and  with  shouting, 
huzzaing,  clapping  of  hands  and  stamping  of  feet,  made 
the  very  building  shake!  These  deafening  plaudits  con- 
tinued some  time,  and  wound  up  with  tiiree  distinct 
rounds.  To  attempt  to  describe  to  you  my  feelings 
during  such  an  unexpected  thundergust  of  national  en- 
thusiasm is  utterly  impossible.  I chunked — the  tears 
gushed  from  my  eyes,  and  I can  assure  you  it  was  by 
a great  effort  that  1 restrained  myself  from  destroying 
all  the  illusion  of  the  scene -by  breaking  the  fetters  with 
which  the  age  and  character  of  Rip  had  invested  me, 
and  exclaiming,  in  the  fulness  of  my  heart,  ‘God  bless 
old  Ireland.’  ” 

Western  rivers.  The  Ohio  is  no  longer  navigable 
at  Cinei  nnati,  even  for  the  lightest  boats. 

Wheat  at  Baltimore  commands  $1  06  to  $1  12  for 
red,$l  15  a $1  16  for  white,  Pennsylvania  red  $1  03  a 
$1  10. 

In  Michigan,  old  wheat  commands  45  cts.  The 
new  crop  turns  out  belter  than  was  expected  in  that 
sta'e. 

W eather.  There  is  great  complaints  of  droughts  in 
the  New  England  states,  which  are  very  seasonable  in 
this  section  of  the  union. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mails.  The  arrangements  made  by  the  British 
government  with  the  Roy  al  Mail  company  forthe 
transportation  of  mails  between  England,  the  West 
Indies  and  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  are  in  progress 
towards  completion.  The  plan  is  very  much  like 
that  about  to  be  adopted  by  the  French  government. 
The  Royal  Mail  company  have  contracted  lor  four- 
teen vessels  of  400  horse  power,  to  carry  the  mails 
to  and  from  the  West  India  colonies  semi-monthly, 
to  embrace  Laguayra,  Chagres,  Vera  Cruz,  Havana 
and  probably  New  York.  These  steamers  are  to 
be  frigate-built,  and  ready  to  receive  armament 
whenever  they  may  be  required  for  the  service  of 
her  majesty's  government,  who  have  contracted  to 
pay  to  the  company  £240,000  per  annum  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mails. 

Connected  with  these  lines  will  be  those  of  the 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  company,  which  will  re- 
ceive the  royal  mails  at  Panama  for  Guayaquil,  Lima 
and  Valparaiso.  Two  steam  ships  were  to  leave 
England  for  the  Pacific  early  in  June,  and  will  pro- 
bably commence  their  voyages  along  the  coasts  of 
Peru  and  Chili  in  September.  When  this  line  is 
completed,  the  Pacific  Sieam  company  will  establish 
anotner  line  of  packets  northward,  to  embrace  the 
western  ports  of  Central  America  and  Mexico,  to 
the  Gulf  of  California.  Large  tracts  of  coal  have 
already  been  discovered  along  the  shores  of  the  Pa- 
cific, which  will  graatly  facilitate  the  operations 
of  the  company. 

A still  further  extension  of  these  lines  to  the  Aus- 
tralian colonies  of  Great  Britain  will  doubtless  fol- 
low in  the  establishment  of  sailing  packets  between 
them  and  Panama — a memorial  to  that  effect  having 
been  already  presented  to  the  Biitish  goverment,  in 
which  it  is  assumed  that  the  time  of  communication 
from  England  to  those  colonies  by  this  route  will  be 
reduced  one-half,  that  is,  Irotn  135  to  65  or  7(>days. 

[ Ball.  Jimer. 


Wheal  in  Ireland.  In  the  course  of  some  remarks 
made  in  the  British  house  of  commons  by  Mr.  Chris- 
topher, he  slated  that  the  increase  of  the  supply  of 
wheat  from  Ireland  was  in  1801,  521  quarters;  in 
1802,  a year  alter  the  union,  it  was  461,300  quar- 
ters; in  1810,  it  was  631,327  quarters;  in  1820, 
1,415,722  quarters;  in  1830,  2,215,521  quarters;  in 
1835,  2,679,000  quarters;  in  1736,  3,000,000  quar- 
tets; in  1837,  3,301,060  quarters;  and  in  1839, 
3,474,000  quarters.  Thus  it  had  increased  from 
521  quarters  to  3,474,000  quarters.  No  greater 
proof  of  its  increasing  prosperity  could  be  afforded; 
and  he  was  quite  sure  of  this,  tfrat  if  Ireland  were 
f.ee  from  political  agitation,  there  would  be  very 
little  difference  between  the  state  of  England  and 
Ireland.  [ Philad . Inquirer. 

Crime  in  Dublin.  During  the  year  1839,  45,642 
persons  were  arrested  by  the  police  of  Dublin.  Of 
these,  26,553  were  males,  and  18,129  females. — 
Nineteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  out 
of  the  number  were  lor  being  drunk — 12,199  males, 
and  7,037  females.  Out  of  the  entire,  10,150  of  the 
males  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  14,146  ol 
the  lemales.  It  will  be  seen  that  ignorance  and 
crime  go  hand  in  band  together.  How  important  to 
nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  the  advantages  of 
education! 

FRANCE. 

The  expenses  of  France.  A few  days  since.  say3 
Mr.  Walsh,  in  one  of  his  Paris  letters,  after  M. 
Theirs,  in  the  tribune,  opened,  with  patriotic  fervor, 
so  brilliant  a perspective  of  the  harbor  of  Algiers, 
with  thirty  French  sail  of  the  line  riding  at  anchor 
under  impregnable  batteries,  an  appropiiation  of 
forty-six  millions  of  francs  was  demanded  for  com- 
pleting in  five  or  ten  years  the  port  of  Cherbourg, 
which,  you  may  readily  understand,  might  weil 
claim  precedence  of  Algivs.  On  the  19th  instant, 
the  deputies  voted  the  minislry  a budget  of  receipts 
for  1S41,  of  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  a 
half  millions  of  francs.  This  budget  has  increased 
three  hundred  millions  since  the  revolution  of  July. 
Adding  the  supplementary  credits,  always  expected, 
and  the  local  taxes  of  departments,  townships,  mu- 
nicipalities, &c.  the  burden  of  the  people  amounts 
in  reality  to  three  hundred  or  more  millions  ot  dol- 
lars. 

BELGIUM. 

Steam  navigation.  The  Belgian  legislature  has 
passed  a bill  to  grant  annually  to  a company,  during 
fourteen  years,  a subvention  of  lour  hundred  thou- 
sand francs,  (about  eighty  thousand  dollars),  for  the 
establishment  of  aline  of  steamers  between  Belgium 
and  the  United  States. 

That  government  is  now  finishing  the  rail  road 
which  will  rtr.i  from  Ostend  (o  Colone,  on  the  Rhine, 
and  afford  the  most  direct  communication  between 
Germany  and  America. 

Belgium  is  the  first  country  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  that  ha3  set  the  example  of  a complete  sys- 
tem of  rail  roads,  which  very  soon  will  cover  the 
whole  kingdom. 

The  exertions  made  by  the  Belgian  government 
for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  and  industry 
are  wonderful;  and  every  year  the  statistics  of  them 
are  published  in  a great  folio,  of  which  the  first  four 
volumes  have  been  presented  to  the  library  of  con- 
gress. [ Washington  Globe. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  late  king  of  Prussia  — [ Official ] — Berlin,  June 
19.  To  the  minsters  of  slate: — I order  two  precious 
documents  to  be  published,  which  according  to  the 
will  of  my  late  royal  father  and  sovereign  were  put 
into  my  hands  on  the  day  of  his  death,  one  of  which 
is  headed,  “my  last  will,”  and  the  other  begins  with 
the  words,  “on  you,  my  dear  Frederick,”  both  of 
which  are  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  dated  De- 
cember 1st,  1837.  The  heroic  king  of  our  great  pe- 
riod is  departed  and  gone  to  his  rest  by  the  side  of  the 
bitterly  lamented  and  never  to  be  forgotten.* 

I pray  to  God,  the  ruler  of  hearts,  that  he  will 
cause  the  love  of  the  people,  which  supported  Fre- 
derick William  III.  in  the  hour  of  danger,  which 
cheered  him  in  old  age,  and  allayed  the  bilterness  of 
death,  to  pass  to  me,  his  son  and  successor,  wdio  am 
resolved,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  walk  in  my  fa- 
ther’s ways.  Let  my  people  pray  with  me  for  the 
preservation  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  that  precious 
jewel  which  he  gained  for  us  with  the  sweat  of  his 
brow,  and  cherished  w’ith  truly  paternal  care.  This 
I know,  should  that  jewel  ever  be  in  danger,  which 


God  forbid,  iny  people  will  rise  up  like  one  man  at 
my  call,  as  his  people  did  at  his  call. 

Such  a people  is  worthy  and  qualified  to  hear  royal 
words  like  these  which  aie  here  subjoined,  and  will 
perceive  that  I cannot  mark  the  commencement  of 
my  reign  by  any  more  worthy  act  than  the  publica- 
tion ol  these,  Frederick  William. 

Janssenia,  June  17,  1840. 

“iWy  last  will.  My  time  in  trouble;  my  hope  in 
God.  On  thy  blessing,  Lord,  all  depends.  Grant  it 
me  now  also  for  this  work. 

“When  this  my  last  will  shall  come  to  the  sight  of 
my  ardently  beloved  children,  of  my  dear  Augusta, 
and  my  other  beloved  relations,  1 shall  no  more  be 
among  them,  hut  be  in  the  number  of  the  departed. 
May  ihey,  when  they  see  the  well  known  inscrip- 
tion, “remember  the  departed,*  remember  me  too  in 
love. 

“May  God  be  a merciful  and  gracious  judge  to 
ine,  and  receive  my  spirit,  which  1 commend  to  his 
hands.  Yes,  Father,  into  thy  hands,  I commit  my 
spirit.  In  another  world  thou  wilt  unite  us  all  again: 
may  thou  in  thy  mercy  find  us  worthy  of  it,  for  the 
sake  of  thy  dear  son,  Christ  our  Saviour.  By  the 
same  degree  of  God  I have  had  to  undergo  heavy 
and  hard  trials,  as  well  as  in  what  personally  con- 
cerned me  (especially)  when  17  years  ago  he  de- 
prived me  of  that  which  was  the  dearest  to  me,  as 
by  the  events  which  so  heavily  afflicted  my  dear 
country.  But  on  the  other  hand,  God  (eternal  thanks 
to  Hitn  for  it)!  has  permitted  me  to  live  to  witness 
glorious  and  happy  events.  Among  the  first,  I rec- 
kon above  all,  (lie  struggles  gloriously  endured  in 
1813,  1814  and  1815,  to  which  the  country  owes  its 
restoration.  Among  the  latter,  the  happy  and  con- 
solatory, I especially  reckon  the  cordial  love  and  at- 
tachment and  prosperity  of  iny  children,  as  well  as 
the  especially  unlooked  for  Providence  of  God,  in 
having  given  me  in  my  fifth  decinnium  a companion 
lor  life,  whom  I feel  myself  bound  publicly  to  ac- 
knowledge as  a model  ol  faithful  and  tender  attach- 
ment. My  true,  sincere  and  last  thanks  to  all  who 
were  devoted  to  me  with  affection,  fidelity  and  by 
their  personal  attachment. 

“I  forgive  all  my  enemies,  even  those  who  by  ma- 
licious language  and  writings,  or  by  deliberate  mis- 
representations, have  endeavored  to  deprive  roe  of 
the  confidence  of  my  people,  which  is  my  greatest 
treasure,  but  God  be  thanked,  very  seldom  with  suc- 
cess. Frederick  William.” 

“ Berlin , Dec.  1,  1837. 

“On  you,  my  dear  Frederick,  the  burden  of  the 
government  now  comes  with  Ihe  whole  weight  of  its 
responsibility.  By  the  position  in  which  1 have 
placed  you  in  respect  to  this  charge,  you  are  belter 
prepared  ior  it  than  many  other  successors  to  thrones. 
I!  is  now  your  part  to  fulfil  my  just  hopes  and  the 
expectations  of  the  country,  at  least  to  endeavor  to 
do  so.  Your  principles  and  feelings  are  a surely  to 
me  that  you  will  be  a father  to  your  subjects.  Be- 
ware, however,  of  the  love  of  innovation,  now  so 
general;  beware  of  impracticable  theories,  so  many 
of  which  are  now  in  vogue;  but  at  the  same  time 
beware  of  an  almost  equally  fatal  obstinate  predilec- 
tion for  what  is  old,  lor  it  is  only  by  avoiding  these 
two  schools  that  really  useful  changes  proceed.  The 
anny  is  now  in  a remarkably  good  condition,  since  ils 
reorganization  it  has  fulfilled  iny  expectations,  as  in 
war,  so  also  in  peace.  May  it  never  be  lost  sight  of, 
its  high  destination;  but  may  the  country  likewise 
never  lorget  what  it  owes  to  it.  Do  not  neglect  to 
provide  lor,  as  far  as  lies  in  your  power,  concord 
among  all  the  European  powers,  but  above  all,  may 
Prussia,  Russia  and  Austria,  never  separate  from 
each  other.  Their  union  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
keystone  of  the  great  European  alliance.  My  dear- 
ly beloved  children  all  give  ine  reason  to  expect  that 
they  will  distinguish  themselves  bv  a useful,  aclive, 
moral,  pure  and  godly  life,  for  that  alone  biings  down 
blessings,  and  in  my  last  hours  this  shall  give  me 
comfort.  May  God  guard  and  protect  my  dear  coun- 
try! May  God  guard  and  protect  our  homes  now  and 
forever!  May  He  bless  you,  my  dear  son,  and  your 
government;  may  He  grant  you  strength  and  judg- 
ment to'carry  it  on,  and  giveyou  consctencious  coun- 
sellors and  servants,  and  loyal  subjects.  Ainen. 

“Frederick  William. 

“ Berlin , Dec.  1,  1837.” 

*The  queen  Louisa  is  meant,  but  no  substantive  is 
mentioned  in  the  German.  The  adjective  being  in  the 
| feminine  sufficiently  points  out  who  is  meant. 
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TURKEY. 

Turkish  toleration. — A letter  from  Constantinople 
states  that  Redschid  pacha  has  given  a proof  of  reli- 
gious toleration,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of 
Turkey:  “A  young  Armenian  woman,”  it  says, 
“impelled  by  an  irresistible  passion  for  a Turk,  for- 
sook the  religion  of  her  nation,  and  embraced  Islam- 
ism.  Hitherto,  a return  to  their  primitive  faith  by 
those  who  voluntarily  adopted  the  religion  of  Ma- 
homet has  never  been  allowed  in  Turkey,  but  on 
this  occasion  it  sufficed  for  the  count  de  Pontois  to 
represent  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  that  it 
was  unjust  to  force  the  conscience  of  a person  who, 
in  a moment  of  despair,  had  committed  an  act  of 
apostacy,  and  separated  herself  from  her  parents  and 
connexions,  to  obtain  permission  for  the  young  Ar- 
menian to  recant,  and  be  again  received  into  her 
family  and  her  original  church.  This  occurrence 
has  obtained  for  the  French  ambassador  the  thanks 
of  Christians  of  all  persuasions. 

SUMATRA. 

Strange  conduct.—  Captain  Briggs,  of  the  brig 
Hardy,  arrived  at  Boston  from  Sumatra,  reports 
that  he  was  at  Sinahgue  when  the  French  brig  ol 
war  came  in,  (February  6th),  and  destroyed  the 
place  without  assigning  any  cause  for  it.  The  sup- 
position of  the  natives  was,  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  drowning  of  the  mate  of  a French  ves- 
sel, who  was  lost  in  going  from  the  shore  to  his  ves- 
sel with  a boat  load  of  pepper,  and  the  surf  being 
high,  the  boat  and  pepper  were  lost,  and  the  mate 
drowned. 

AFRICA. 

Colonization  vs.  the  slave  trade.  The  following  is 
a copy  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  gov. 
Buchanan,  of  Liberia,  and  several  of  the  native 
kings.  This  is  doing  something  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  while  others  are  only  talking. 

Government  house , Monrovia,  April  6,  1840. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  between  Thomas  Buchanan, 
governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  and  kings 
Brister,  Broinly  and  Peter,  and  Mamma  Kenjie  and 
king  Willey: 

1st.  There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  between  the 
colony  and  the  above  mentioned  chiefs. 

2d.  There  shall  be  no  slave  trading  within  the 
juiisdiction  of  said  chiels,  nor  shall  they  have  inter- 
course with  those  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

3d.  All  disputes  occurring  between  the  colony 
or  colonists,  and  any  of  the  3aid  chiefs,  or  their  peo- 
ple, shall  be  settled  in  friendly  palaver  with  the  go- 
vernor at  this  place. 

4th.  Free  and  safe  conduct  shall  be  given  by  said 
chiefs,  to  any  of  the  colonists  passing  through  their 
country;  and  they  shall  be  liable  for  the  protection 
of  said  colonists  in  person  and  property. 

"5th.  There  shall  be  no  war  made  by  any  of  said 
chiefs  without  the  consent  of  the  governor.  Nei- 
ther shelter  nor  protection  shall  be  given  to  Gay 
Toombay  who  is  now  at  war  with  the  colony;  but 
the  utmost  diligence  and  endeavor  shall  be  made  by 
said  chiefs  to  catch  him  and  deliver  him  to  the  go- 
vernor. 

While  the  conditions  of  this  instrument  are  com- 
plied with,  the  said  chiefs  shall  enjoy  the  protection 
of  the  colony. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  this  sixth  day  of 
April,  1840,  subscribed  our  names. 

THOS.  BUCHANAN,  governor. 

KING  BROMLY,  X, 

KING  BRISTER,  X, 

king  peter,  x, 

MAMA  KENJIE,  X, 

KING  WILLEY,  X, 

Signed  in  the  presence  of  Long  Peter,  X, 

Tom  Freeman,  X, 

I.  N.  Lewis. 

Liberia  papers  to  the  15t!i  May  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  editors  of  thp  New  York  Commercial 
Advertiser.  The  colony  was  prosperous  and  tran- 
quil, and  the  missionary  cause  successful. 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  MONTIVIDEO. 

A Moutevido  letter  of  the  26th  May  says — 

The  schooner  Josephine,  of  New  Yoik,  vvas 
brought  in  here  a few  days  since  captured  by  the 
French,  south  of  the  limits  of  the  blockade.  They 
give  no  reason  for  taking  her,  except  that  they 
thought  her  a suspicious  vessel,  and  she  will  proba 
bly  be  condemned,  as  we  have  but  one  man-of  war 
on  the  station,  from  the  river  A mazon  to  Cape  Horn, 
and  that  one  is  anchored  at  Buenos  Ayres — the 
Marion,  of  16  guns. — The  same  station  has  eleven 
men-of-war  under  the  English  flag.  Petitions  have 
been  sent  to  Washington  to  have  our  naval  force 
larger  on  this  station,  where  we  sometimes  have 
two,  and  never  more  than  three  raen-of-war. 

CUBA. 

We  learn  that  the  president  of  St.  Mary’s  college 
has  received  from  Antonio  de  Frias  of  Havana,  a 
splendiJ  map  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  various  views 
of  the  city  of  Havana,  and  a.  number  of  volumes 


relating  to  the  history,  geography,  geology  and  sta- 
tistics of  that  interesting  island.  [Balt.  Amer. 

The  new  governor  general  of  Havana  has  caused 
the  imprisonment  of  790  persons  since  he  assumed 
the  reins  of  government — 11th  January  last. 

BARBADOES. 

Slaver.  The  Portuguese  brigantine  “Thirteenth  of 
June,”  detained  by  H.  M.  S.  Curacoa,  on  suspicion 
of  having  been  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  has  been 
brought  to  trial. — This  we  believe  to  be  the  first 
case  tried  under  the  recent  act  ol  the  imperial  par- 
liament, which  authorises  high  courts  of  admiralty 
and  courts  ot  vice  admiralty  to  adjudicate  upon 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  captured  for  having  been 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  and  also  upon  the  slaves 
taken  on  board  thereof.  The  requisite  circum. 
stances  were  proved  against  the  “Thirteenth  of 
June,”  and  she  was  accordingly  condemned. 

[ Barbudoes  Mercury. 

The  small  pox  has  broken  out  in  the  islands  of 
Barbadoes  and  St.  Vincent,  and  is  spreading  to  an 
alarming  extent. 

CAHTHAGENA. 

Captain  Chapman,  of  the  brig  Morea,  at  New 
Ifork,  from  Carthagena,  reports  that  a fresh  revo- 
lution had  broken  out,  headed  by  Noguera  and  Es- 
para,  the  former  leaders,  whose  object  is  to  join  the 
province  of  Pasto  to  the  republic  of  Equador,  and 
it  was  rumored  that  general  Stores  (the  president) 
had  ordered  troops  to  the  frontier  of  the  Equador, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  same,  and  will  perhaps  add 
that  province  to  his  republic.  The  secretary  of  in- 
terior of  New  Grenada  had  addressed  a very  strong 
communication  to  the  minister  of  the  Equador,  re- 
monstrating against  these  proceedings  and  demand- 
ing instant  satisfaction.  It  was  not  improbable  that 
the  governor  of  New  Grenada  would  take  strong 
measures  to  quell  the  rebellion.  General  Obando 
was  in  prison  under  trial  for  the  supposed  murder 
of  general  Lucre.  Strong  evidence  had  been  given 
against  him. 

MEXICO. 

The  brig  Helen  Maria,  Sweetser,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Thursday  from  Tobasco,  having  sailed  on 
the  7th  instant.  The  Courier  and  Enquirer  says: 
“We have  a report  from  the  captain,  of  the  state  of 
things  there,  but  it  is  scarcely  intelligible.  The 
fort  and  fortifications,  it  appears,  are  in  the  hands 
of  an  officer  of  the  central  government,  the  town  in 
that  of  its  opponents,  and  it  was  supposed  the  latter 
would  eventually  obtain  possession  of  the  whole. — 
The  American  brig  Star,  lying  in  Tobasco,  had 
been  fired  into  by  the  central  party,  and  was  obliged 
to  drop  down  the  river.  An  American  ship  of  war 
was  daily  expected  to  arrive  there. 

The  schooner  Patriot,  from  Cainpeachy,  arrived 
here  yesterday,  bringing  later  accounts  from  Cam- 
peachy,  which  she  left  on  the  8th  inst.  The  Fede- 
ralists took  possession  of  the  town  on  the  16th  ult. 
The  central  troops  were  transported  along  with 
their  arms  and  baggage,  to  Vera  Cruz,  under  convoy 
of  a French  corvette.  The  utmost  quiet  and  good 
order  prevailed  throughout  Yucatan.  Provisions 
were  very  high,  and  business  was  at  a dead  stand. 

The  schooner  Cumanche  brings  some  later  intel- 
ligence from  Matamoras.  Fears  were  entertained 
in.  that  place  of  an  invasion  from  Texas,  and  prepa- 
rations were  making  to  put  the  town  in  a state  ol 
defence. 

The  department  of  Coahuila  and  San  Potosi  are 
free  from  civil  or  political  commotions.  This  is 
uncommon,  for,  under  the  imbecile  administration 
of  the  Mexican  government,  disorders  and  intestine 
feuds  are  of  almost  continual  occurrence. 

Another  new  plan  of  relonn  is  to  be  laid  before 
the  Mexican  congress.  It  is  said  to  embrace  the 
view  s of  all  parties. 

A revolution  broke  out  in  the  Californias  some 
weeks  since,  but  was  crushed  by  timely  energetic 
interference.  Forty-seven  of  the  ringleaders,  mostly 
foreigners,  were  transported  to  San  Bias  to  be  sen- 
tenced. 

General  (Jrrea  arrived  in  the  city  of  Mexico  on 
the  6th  June.  He  was  immediately  imprisoned  and 
debarred  all  intercourse  with  his  friends. 

[ New  Orleans  paper,  nth  ult. 

TEXAS. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat  Columbia,  Gal- 
veston papers  have  been  received  to  the  21st,  and 
Houston  to  the  18th  instant  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Tidwell,  a resident  of  Nashville,  on  the  Tri- 
nity, has  been  murdered  by  the  Indians.  The  sa- 
vages are  still  committing  depredations  and  mur- 
ders near  Austin.  Those"  who  came  into  Bastrop 
and  stole  horses,  were  pursued  by  Colonel  Wallace 
and  overtaken;  one  Indian  was  killed — the  other 
escaped. 

A million  of  dollars  of  the  promisory  notes  of  the 
government  have  been  funded  previous  to  the  l3t 
inst.  drawing  ten  per  cent,  interest, 


Crowds  of  emigrants  were  arriving  in  Texas, 
from  Louisiana.  Great  sickness  prevailed  at  Mata- 
gorda. 

CANADA. 

A report  was  current  yesterday  in  well  informed 
circles  that  his  excellency  the  governor  general  in- 
tends to  proceed  to  England  without  delay.  The 
report  has  come  to  town  from  Quehec,  from  an  au- 
thority which  we  consider  good.  [Monlical  Gaz. 

The  population  of  Upper  Canada,  which  in  1820 
was'105,980,  is  now  about  450,000.  The  population 
of  Toronto  is  about  13,000. 

Livingston  Palmer,  who  was  condemned  a couple 
of  week  since  to  suffer  death  for  high  treason  in 
Canada,  has  had  his  sentence  commuted  to  trans- 
portation for  life,  by  his  excellency  sir  George 
Arthur. 

Brock's  monument.  There  is  to  be  a grand  meeting 
on  Queenstown  Heights  to-morrow,  “to  determine 
in  the  most  public  manner  upon  the  best  mode  of 
rebuilding  the  monument  to  general  Brock.”  Pre- 
paratory meetings  have  been  held  in  many  districts 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  it  is  expected  that  thousands 
will  be  present.  The  governor  has  issued  an  order 
for  the  closing  of  the  public  offices  on  the  day,  and 
every  effort  will  be  used  to  make  the  display  as  im- 
posing as  possible.  If  it  should  be  pleasant  wea- 
ther, it  will  be  worth  a trip  down  to  Lewistowu  to 
witness  the  ceremonies  on  the  occasion. 

[Buffalo  Commercial  of  Wednesday. 

Extraordinary  murder  and  suicide.  We  find  in 
the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  of  24th  July,  the  following 
extraordinary  narrative: 

St.  Louis,  July  24. 

Northern  passage.  Lamentable  suicide  of  one  of 
the  discoverers.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
British  papers,  that  the  north  passage  so  long  sought 
after  by  adventurous  navigators  has  at  length  been 
discovered  by  two  young  men  belonging  to  the  Hud- 
son Bay  company'.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  enter 
into  a detailed  report  of  the  memorable  voy  age,  but 
merely  to  mention  the  melancholy  fate  of  one  of  the 
discoverers. 

It  appears  that  on  their  return  to  York  factory — 
the  principal  depot  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company, 
that  they  both  set  out  for  England,  eager  to  grasp 
the  rich  reward  which  the  British  government  never 
fails  to  lavish  upon  all  her  citizens  who  contribute 
any  thing  towards  extending  her  wide  spread  do- 
mains— or  to  perpetuating  her  well  earned  fame. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  two  young  men  at  Lake  Win- 
nepick,  they  disagreed  about  the  route  which  should 
be  pursued,  and  there  separated.  Mr.  Simpson,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Legros,  and  t wenty  or 
thirty  of  the  colonists,  struck  across  for  St.  Peters, 
intending  to  push  on  to  New  York,  via  the  lakes, 
and  from  thence  sail  for  Liverpool.  Mr.  Dace,  his 
compeer,  with  another  party,  set  out  for  the  Canadas. 

About  the  29th  of  June,  Mr.  Simpson  and  his 
party  had  reached  Turtle  river,  where  they  encamp- 
ed for  the  night.  He  had,  from  the  beginning  ofthe 
journey,  exhibited  occasional  symptoms  ol  mental 
hallucination,  caused  as  the  parly  supposed,  by  the 
dread  of  being  outstripped  by  his  competitor  in  their 
long  race  for  London.  On  tile  evening  above  men- 
tioned, he  had  continued  to  push  on  until  a late 
hour  at  night,  and  even  then  ilis  feverish  state  of 
excitement  deprived  him  of  nourishment  or  rest. 

When  they  stopped,  and  while  in  the  act  of  camp- 
ing, Mr.  Simpson  turned  suddenly  round,  and  shot 
Mr.  B'rd  through  the  heart;  and  before  the  astound, 
ed  party  could  fly  from  the  presence  ofthe  mad- 
man, he  discharged  the  other  barrel,  and  mortally 
wounded  Mr.  Legros.  It  appears  the  party  bad  se- 
parated; and  when  be  committed  the  murder  on  his 
companions,  there  were  only  two  mure  present — one 
of  them  a sou  of  Legros — who  immediately  fled  a 
short  distance.  The  dying  lather  earnestly  implor- 
ed Simpson  to  permit  his  son  to  return  and  embrace 
him  before  he  should  die — which  he  agreed  to,  and 
beckened  them  back,  saying  there  was  nothing  to 
fear. 

On  their  return,  Simpson  accused  Legros  of  con- 
spiring with  Bird,  and  asked  him  whether  it  was 
not  their  intention  to  assassinate  him  that  night  ? 
the  dying  man  said  it  was,  but  on  being intenogaled 
a second  time,  he  denied  having  any  intention  or 
design  of  such  a deed,  and  shortly  after  he  expired. 
Simpson  then  ordered  the  two  men  to  bridle  their 
horses,  and  prepare  to  return  with  him  to  the  set- 
tlement, but  no  sooner  were  they  mounted,  than 
they  dashed  off  in  quest  of  the  main  body,  and 
overtook  them  about  18  miles  ahead. 

They  all  returned  in  the  morning,  and  when  they 
had  reached  within  200  yards  of  (lie  camp,  they  got 
a glimpse  of  Simpson  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  and 
immediately  afterwards  heard  a report  of  a gun; 
supposing  that  he  was  determined  to  carry  out  the 
work  of  destruction  which  he  had  began,  they  at- 
tempted to  intimidate  him  by  firing  three  volleys  in 
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the  direction  of  the  camp,  and  then  approached  it 
cautiously:  When  they  came  up,  they  found  their 

commander  weltering;  in  ins  blood,  and  on  closer 
examination  found  that  he  had  literally  blown  his 
head  to  pieces! 

‘•Far  in  the  wild,  unknown  to  public  view,”  were 
the  three  bodies  committed  to  the  same  grave  by 
their  companions,  who  then  pursued  their  route 
with  feelings  more  easily  conceived  than  described. 

The  party  arrived  at  St.  Peters  about  the  first  of 
July,  in  possession  of  the  important  papers,  and 
other  property  belonging  to  the  ill-fated  Simpson. 

These  particulars  we  learn  from  Mr.  Win.  A. 
Aitkin,  a trader  from  Lake  Superior.  Mr.  Aitkin 
further  states  that  the  whole  matter  is  involved  in 
mystery,  which  time  only  can  clear  up. 

The  unfortunate  Simpson  was  a native  of  Scot- 
land, and  a nephew  of  the  present  governor  of  the 
H.  B.  co.  He  was  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
possessed  of  fine  talents — an  amiable  disposition — 
and  the  universal  esteem  of  those  who  knew  him. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  bv  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Thomas  James  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the 
district  of  lands  subject  to  sales  at  Danville,  Illinois, 
vice  Stephen  H.  Anderson,  who  declines  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Passed  midshipman  Henry  S.  Stellwagen  to  be  a 
lieut.  in  the  navy  from  the  2nd  July,  1840. 

Passed  midshipman  James  L.  Henderson  to  be  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  Irom  the  6th  July,  1840. 

Christopher  C.  Rice,  of  New  York,  to  be  a purser 
in  the  navy  from  the  17th  October,  1869. 

John  B.  Ritter.house,  of  Alabama,  to  be  a purser 
in  the  navy  from  the  21st  July,  1840. 

Thomas  Gadsden,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  a pur- 
ser in  the  navy  from  the  21st  July,  1840. 

Benjamin  D.  Her dot,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  lor  tour  years  from 
the  4th  day  ol  October,  1840,  when  las  present  com- 
mission will  expire. 

TREASURY  CONCERNS. 

Treasury  department,  August  3,  1840.  Amount  of 
treasury  notes  issued  under  the  acts  of  congress 
of  the  12th  Oc  tober,  1837,  21st  May,  1838,  and 
2d  March,  1S39,  $19,576,0S6  22 

Of  that  amount  there  has  been  re- 
deemed 19,265.822  92 


Leaving  outstanding  $301,263  30 

Amount  issued  under  act  of  31st 
March,  1840  $3,374,068  28 

Of  that  issue  there 
has  been  redeemed  171,394  50 


Leaving  of  that  issue  outstanding  J,  175, 673  78 


Aggregate  outstanding  $3,476,937  08 

Statement  of  treasury  notes  issued  from  21st  to 
the  31st  of  July,  1840,  under  the  act  of  31st  March, 
1840. 

In  denomination  of  $50,  $100,  $500  and  $1,000 
notes. 

At  2 per  cent,  interest  32.682  65 

5 “ “ 260,837  69 

5 1-4  “ “ 7,000,00 


300,520  34 

Redeemed  thereof  in  same  period  15,2u0  00 


285,320  34 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  SUB  TREASURY  LAW. 

Presentment  of  treasury  drafts.  Atnongthecircu- 
lars  recently  issued  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of 
congress  “to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe  keeping, 
&c.  of  the  public  revenue”  is  a regulation  as  to  the 
presentment  of  treasuiy  drafts,  which  was  addressed 
to  the  different  depositaries  under  the  act,  and  is 
herewith  published  lor  information  to  the  holders  ol 
such  drafts: 

“By  the  23d  section  of  the  act,  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ‘to  issue  and  pub- 
lish relations  to  enforce  the  speedy  presentation  of 
all  government  drafts  lor  payment  at  the  place 
where  payable,’  &c. 

“All  of  you,  except  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  will,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
make  out  a list  of  the  drafts  that  have  been  drawn 
on  you  by  the  said  treasurer  previous  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  preceding  quarter,  and  which,  hy  the 
notices  you  have  received  from  him,  appear  to  have 
been  outstanding,  and  not  presented.  That  list  you 
will  forward  to  the  treasurer  aforesaid,  and  allerward 
retrain  from  paying  the  said  drafts  when  presented 
until  he  shall  first  be  consulted,  or  shall  first  issue  a 
new  instruction  for  the  payment  thereof;  and,  to  pro- 


mote the  seasonable  presentment  and  settlement  of 
said  drafts,  they  shall  be  carried,  by  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  a separate  suspense  account, 
and,  until  a new  older,  be  regarded  as  no  longer 
chargeable  on  the  depositary  on  which  they  were 
originally  drawn,  but  be  subject  to  payment,  and 
be  made  payable  there  or  elsew  here,  as  found  con- 
venient to  the  treasurer,  on  subsequent  applica  ion 
to  him  for  thaLpurpose  by  the  holders  of  said  drals. 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury .” 

[ Globe. 

Payment  refused.  The  Philadelphia  Gazette  says: 
A merchant  of  this  city  having  to  pay  duties  on 
goods,  purchased  of  a broker  a dratt  at  sight  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  oil  the  collector 
of  the  customs  here,  which  was  refused  in  pay- 
ment. 

More  government  notes  protested.  Two  noles,  one 
for  $ 151  75,  signed  by  Amos  Kendall,  the  other  for 
$1,012  11,  signed  by  the  present  postmaster  gene- 
ral Niles,  both  drawn  at  sight,  on  Mr.  McQueen 
postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  were  protested  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Hermann,  notary  public.  Those  notes 
being  duly  presented  to  Mr.  McQueen,  he  answer- 
ed  in  the  following  terms — “That  they  could  not  be 
paid  now,  but  that  they  would  be  as  soon  as  he  would 
have  funds.”  Alter  this  answer  the  bearer  applied 
to  the  custom  house  collector  to  know  if  he  had  any 
w ish  to  honor  the  signatures  of  Messrs.  Amos  Ken- 
dall and  Niles.  He  answered  that  he  did  not  think 
liunseil  authorised  to  pay  the  notes.  It  was  only  alter 
those  refusals  that  the  bearer  caused  the  notes  to  be 
protested.  In  this  instance  the  refusal  of  paying  the 
notes  is  positive  and  no  plea  of  informality  can  be 
brought  forward  to  exonerate  the  government  from 
being  in  a state  of  bankruptcy.  [A7.  O.  Bee. 

Shipment  of  seamen — duties  of  consuls, 
&c.  An  important  act,  regulating  the  shipment  and 
the  discharge  of  seamen  in  the  merchant  service, 
and  the  duties  of  consuls,  was  passed  at  the  late 
session  of  congress.  It  makes  some  material  alte- 
rations in  the  relative  duties  of  master  and  sailor. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  Muhile  Journal  for  the  fol- 
lowing synopsis  of  its  provisions: 

The  first  lour  sections  require  the  duplicate  crew 
list,  and  the  certificate  copy  of  the  shipping  articles 
to  be  a fair  copy  w ithout  erasures  or  interlineations 
in  a uniform  handwriting.  All  such  erasures,  tkc. 
are  to  be  deemed  prima  facie  fraudulent,  and  are 
void  per  se  unless  proved  to  be  done  innocently. 
These  documents  are  to  be  produced,  at  the  re- 
quest of  any  consul,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  nature  and  extent  of  the  contract  for  ser- 
vice. 

The  consul  is  then  empowered  to  discharge  a sai- 
lor at  his  own  request,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
master— and  the  discharge  is  valid,  without  the 
payment  of  three  months  wages  beyond  his  pay, 
which  by  the  former  law,  was  made  indispensable 
to  acquit  the  master.  He  may  also,  on  like  consent, 
discharge  any  seaman,  on  such  terms  as  will  save 
the  United  States  Horn  the  support  of  such  per- 
son; the  discharge  and  terms  of  discharge  to  be 
entered  officially  on  the  crew  list  and  shipping  arti- 
cles. 

When  a 9ailor  is  shipped  in  a foreign  port,  the 
new  law  makes  the  master  responsible  for  him— -his 
name  is  to  be  entered  by  the  consul  at  tile  place  on 
the  crew  list  and  articles,  and  he  is  to  be  consider- 
ed as  included  in  the  original  bond  for  the  return  of 
the  crew. 

When  voyages  are  changed,  or  protracted  beyond 
the  contract,  the  sailor  may  make  complaint  to  a 
consul,  whose  duty  it  is  made  to  examine  the  facts. 
It  the  complaint  be  well  founded,  the  sailor  shall 
have  his  discharge,  and  an  advance  of  three  months 
wrnges  beyond  his  pay  due,  the  consul,  if  he  find  the 
deviation  or  delay,  beyond  the  control  of  the  master, 
may  reduce  the  allowance  to  one  month’s  wages. 
The  sailor  is  to  be  entitled  to  twenty  per  cent,  per 
annum  upon  all  arrears  of  lawful  claims,  not  paid 
on  his  discharge. 

All  shipments  of  seamen  contrary  to  these  provi- 
sions are  void,  and  the  sailor  so  shipped  tnay  leave 
these  vessels  at  any  time,  demanding  for  his  term  of 
service,  either  the  amount  agreed  upon,  or  the  high- 
est rate  of  wages,  at  his  option. 

Any  officer  and  a majority  of  the  crew  of  any 
vessel,  may  make  complaint  in  writing  to  the  consu  l, 
of  the  unseaworthiness  of  the  vessel,  or  any  defect 
that  may  or  has  been  on  the  voyage,  am',  in  her 
equipment,  stores,  or  insufficiency  of  crew,  and  the 
consul  shall  appoint  two  inspectors  with  full  power 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  facte,  and  what  deficien- 
cies ought  to  be  supplied — the  report  to  be  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  consul.  If  they  report  favo 
rably  to  the  ship  and  masler,  the  crew  mint  con- 
tinue in  service,  and  if  it  he  certified  that  their  com- 
plaint was  without  sufficient  cause,  the  expenses 


are  to  be  retained  out  of  their  wages.  If  the  com- 
plaints are  allowed,  and  were  the  result  of  neglect  or 
design,  the  ciew  aie  to  be  discharged  w ith  a bounty 
ol  three  months;  if  by  accident  or  mistake,  and  can 
be  remedied  within  reasonable  time  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  consul,  the  crew  shall  remain;  otherwise 
they  are  to  be  discharged  with  a bounty  of  one 
month’s  pay. 

The  crew  of  a vessel  are  to  have  the  freest  access 
to  consuls  in  foreign  ports;  and  where  there  are 
valid  objections  to  their  landing  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  master  to  notily  the  consul  of  the  w’ish  of  the 
sailor,  and  the  reasons  why  he  cannot  land;  and  the 
duty  of  the  consul  to  visit  him  on  board. 

In  cases  of  desertion  the  consul  is  empower- 
ed to  inquire  whether  the  desertion  was  produced 
by  cruel  or  unusual  treatment,  and  if  satisfied  ol  the 
lact,  to  give  the  deserter  a regular  discharge  with 
tlnee  months  pay,  and  enter  upon  the  crew  list  and 
shipping  articles,  the  cause  ol  the  discharge  and  the 
particulars  of  the  cruel  treatment. 

Heavy  penalties  are  imposed  upon  consuls  for 
neglect  or  breach  of  duly  m enforcing  this  act,  and 
lor  any  malversation  and  corruption  in  office,  as  well 
as  upon  the  captains  and  masters  for  any  refusal 
or  neglect  to  lulfil  all  the  obligations  therein  im- 
posed. 

t 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

More  presents  to  the  president  from  foreign  poten- 
tates. The  emperor  of  Morocco  was  not  apprized  of 
the  embarrassment  which  the  favor  of  his  neighbor 
ol  Muscat  has  occasioned  our  republic  on  this  side 
ol  the  Atlantic,  or  he  would  doubtless  have  spared 
Mr.  Van  Buren  the  additional  inconvenience  ol  con- 
niving what  to  do  with  a lion  and  lioness  which  ar- 
rived at  Philadelphia  on  the  2d  inst.  in  the  brig  Ta- 
con,  as  a mark  ol  his  special  regard.  The  royal 
pair,  we  observe,  have  been  landed  at  the  navy 
yard,  and  are,  for  the  present,  in  charge  of  commo- 
dore Stewart. 

Presents  to  the  imauin  of  Muscat. — It  is  well  known 
to  our  readers  that  the  ship  Sultanee,  belonging  to 
the  iinauin  of  Muscat,  will  shortly  leave  this  port 
on  her  return  home.  She  brought  out  valuable  pre- 
sents to  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  which 
are  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States.  Besides  refitting  the 
ship  at  our  navy  yard,  congress  voted  $15,000  to  be 
laid  out  in  presents  to  the  imaum,and  lor  that  pur- 
pose many  articles  have  been  purchased,  aud  others 
are  now  in  progress  of  completion. 

This  morning  we  called  at  the  looking  glass  and 
picture  frame  sioie  ol  S.  Underwood,  No.  1S6  Fulton 
street,  lo  look  at  some  splendid  mirrors  made  by  or- 
der of  the  president.  Two  of  them  are  100  inches 
by  72;  ttie  largest,  we  understand,  that  have  been 
made  in  this  country.  The  frame  and  ornaments 
are  of  superior  workmanship.  Besides  these,  there 
are  twenty-lour  others  of  the  following  dimensions: 
six,  75  by  36;  two,  45  by  30;  six,  28  by  15;  aud  six, 
18  by  12. 

A pleasure  boat  has  been  built  in  this  city,  under 
the  direction  of  the  navy  agent,  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Liv- 
ingston. It  was  exhibited  yesteiday  in  Wall  street, 
to  the  admiration  of  hundreds.  Her  outside,  says 
the  Courier,  is  enamelled  white,  and  polished,  the 
gun- wale,  row  locks,  tiller,  and  stanclieons  for  sup- 
porting (he  awning,  are  silver  plated;  the  floor  of 
the  boat  is  carpeted  from  stem  to  stern,  the  awning 
is  of  blue  silk,  and  covers  the  whole  boat,  the  tiller 
ropes  and  tassels  are  of  silk;  in  short,  it  is  altogether 
a very  splendid  affair. 

Among  the  presents,  we  learn  that  the  president 
has  directed  specimens  to  be  sent  of  every  species 
of  fire-arms  and  other  military  weapons,  including 
not  only  those  in  authorised  use  in  the  army,  but 
repeating  guns,  rifles,  pistols,  &c.  and  eveiy  de- 
scription of  swords  in  use  bv  officers  of  different 
grades,  artilleries,  dragoons,  &.C.  & c.  All,  we  pre- 
sume, are  to  be  of  the  most  finished  and  perfect 
workmanship.  Colt’s  patent  rifles  and  pistols  are, 
ol  course,  included.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Banks  in  the  United  States.  The  Journal 
of  Commerce  of  yesterday  contains  the  following 
table,  extracted  from  the  annual  bank  statement, 
prepared  by  order  of  the  house  of  representatives,  by 
the  seretary  of  the  treasury. 

Ttie  whole  number  of  banks  in  the  country  at  the 
present  time,  is  901,  including  179  branches.  Ill 
the  column  for  1840,  of  the  annexed  table,  61  banks 
and  40  branches  are  estimated,  for  lack  of  fresh  re- 
turns. In  1834,  5,  6 and  7,  more  or  less  banks  or 
branches  were  estimated,  for  the  same  reason.  For 
1838  and  1839,  the  returns  appear  to  be  complete. 
The  estimated  banks  for  1840  are  about  one-ninth  of 
the  whole  number,  and  comprise  about  one  tenth  of 
the  banking  capital.  The  variation  from  fact  can- 
not be  material;  as  the  estimates  are  based  upon  the 
returns  of  the  previous  year. 


356 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  8,  1840— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


Comparative  view  of  live  condition  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States , near  the  commencement  of  each  year,  from  1834  to  1840,  inclusive. 

1834.  1835.  1836.  1837.  1833.  1839. 


Whole  number  of  banks  and  branches  in  operations 
Capital  paid  in  ......  • 

Loans  and  discounts  ...... 

Stocks  ........ 

Real  estate  ....... 

Other  investments  ....... 

Due  from  other  banks  ...... 

Notes  of  other  banks  on  hand  ..... 

Specie  funds  ....... 

Specie  ........ 

Circulation  ....... 

Deposites  ........ 

Due  other  banks  . . .... 

Other  liabilities  ....... 

Aggregate  of  bank  accounts  ..... 

Aggregate  of  investments  supposed  to  yield  income 

Excess  of  such  investments  beyond  amount  of  capital  paid  in 

Aggregate  of  deposites  and  circulation  .... 

Aggregate  of  deposites,  circulation  and  sums  due  to  other  banks 
Aggregate  of  specie,  specie  funds,  notes  of  other  banks  and  sums 
due  by  other  banks  . 

Excess  of  immediate  liabilities  beyond  immediate  means 
Total  of  means  of  all  kinds  ..... 

Total  of  liabilities,  exclusive  of  those  to  stockholders 
Total  of  liabilities  of  the  banks  to  one  another 
Total  of  liabilities  to  all,  except  other  banks  and  stockholders 
Nett  circulation  ....... 


506 

$200,005,944 
324,119,499 
6,113.195 
10,850.090 
1,723  547 
27,329,645 
22,154,919 
26,641,753 

94,839,570 
75,666  986 
26,602,293 

816,047,441 

342806.331 

142.800,387 

170,506,556 

197,108,849 

76,126  317 
120.982  532 
418,932  648 
197,108,849 
76,086,857 
121,121,992 
72,684,651 


704 

$231.250  337 
365,163  834 
9,210  579 
11,140.167 
4.642,224 
40,084,038 
21,036,301 
3.061,819 
43,937,625 
103.692  495 
83,081.365 
33,972,578 
19  320,475 
974,643.887 
390,156,804 
158.906,467 
186,773,860 
225,746,438 

108,169,783 

117,576,655 

493,326,587 

245,066.913 

100,142.917 

144,923,996 

82,606,194 


713 

$251,875,292 
457,506.080 
11,709,319 
14,194.375 
9,975,226 
51,876,955 
32,115,133 
5,800,076 
40,019,594 
140,301,033 
115,104,440 
50,402,369 
25,999,234 
1,205,879,136 
493,335,000 
241,409,708 
255,405  478 
305,807,847 

128,811  763 
176,996  034 
622,196,7b3 
331,807,031 
134,394.462 
281,401,712 
103,185,900 


738 

$290,772  091 
525,115,702 
12,407.112 
19,064,451 
10,423,630 

59,663.910 
35,533  527 
5,366,500 
37,915,340 

149.185  890 

127.397.185 
62,421,118 
36,360,239 

1,372,826,745 

567,010,895 

276,233,804 

276,583,075 

339,004,193 

139  479,277 
199,524  916 
706,490,172 
375.864,482 
158,618.555 
313,143  364 
112,652,363 


S29 

$317,636,773 
4-5.631,637 
33.904,604 
19.075.731 
24,194.117 
53,195.153 
24,964,257 
904,006 
35,184,112 

116,133,910 
84,691,184 
61,015,692 
59.995,679 

1,321,535,910 
561  760,319 
243,180.261 
200,830,094 
261,845,686 

119,247.423 
142  593,258 
704.358  577 
321.823  365 
144,175,002 
260.825,773 
91,174,653 


840 

$327,132  512 
492  273,015 
36,128.464 
16,607,833 
28.352,2  IS 
52,898,357 
27,372,966 
3,612  567 
45,132,673 
135,170  995 
90,240.146 
53,135  503 
62,946  243 
1.371,003  531 
573,366,559 
246,234  047 
225  411  141 
273,546,649 

129,016  563 
149.530,086 
702,383,122 
341,492.897 
133.406  831 
233,357,339 
107,793,029 


1S40. 

901 

$353,442,692 
462  896.523 
42,411,750 
29,181  919 
24.592,530 
41,140,184 
20,797,  S92 
3.623.874 
33.105,155 
106,963.572 
75,696.857 
41,159.615 
43,275,183 
1,236,292,796 
559,082,772 
2u0,640,030 
182.655.429 
226,825,044 

93,667,105 
128,157,939 
657,749,877 
270,100  227 
106,097,691 
270.100,227 
86,170,680 


Documents. — From  a statement  read  at  the  ta- 
ble of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  on 
the  31st  ult.  it  appears  that  the  following  papers, 
documents  and  speeches  have  been  circulated  during 
the  late  session  of  congress: 

1 have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  room 
statement,  in  reply  to  your  note  of  the  17th  instant. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  session 
to  April  1st,  according  to  the  best  esti- 
mate I am  able  to  make,  there  were 
folded,  of  papers  of  different  kinds,  at 
least 

The  packages  containing  seeds,  books, 

&c.  will  amount  to  aboqt 
There  have  been  folded,  sealed  pack- 
ages, which  were  extra  documents  or- 
dered by  the  house,  about 
Speeches,  addresses,  &c.  since  April  1st, 
have  amounted  to 

Supposed  to  have  been  folded  in  other 
parts  of  the  capitol,  and  at  the  mem- 
bers’ rooms 


800,000 

20,000 

70,000 

1,330,000 

250,000 


2,470,000 
J.  R.  QUEEN. 


Mr.  Pageot. — Among  the  passengers  who  sailed 
from  New  York  in  the  steam  packet  British  Queen 
on  Saturday,  was  Mr.  Pageot,  secretary  of  legation 
(late  charge  d’affaires)  from  France  to  the  United 
States,  and  his  family.  The  kindest  wishes  of 
every  one  who  knows  him  or  his  lady  must,  whilst 
their  departure  is  sincerely  regretted,  accompany 
them  in  their  future  course  through  life. 

[Nat.  Int. 


Arrival  of  Mr.  Stevens. — The  New  York 
papers  announce  the  arrival,  in  that  city,  of  Messrs. 
Stevens  and  Catherwood,  from  Gautemala.  We 
look  for  an  interesting  detail  of  the  discoveries  in 
that  country. 

Conviction  of  slave  trading. — In  the  U.  S. 
court  at  New  York,  on  Thursday,  Isaac  Morris, 
captain  of  the  schooner  Butterfly,  was  found  guilty 
on  the  indictment  for  serving  on  board  a vessel  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade.  The  particulars  of  the 
case  are  already  before  the  public.  The  conviction 
for  this  offence  subjects  him  to  a fine  of  $2,000,  and 
imprisonment  for  two  years. 


Damages. — At  the  late  session  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  justice 
McLean  presiding,  lieut.  Matthew  F.  Maury,  of 
the  U.  S.  navy,  recovered  $2,300  damages,  and 
costs,  of  the  proprietors  of  the  line  of  coaches  on  the 
rational  road  between  Lancaster  aud  Wheeling,  for 
injury  sustained  by  him  by  the  upsetting  of  a stage, 
in  October  last,  near  Somerset. 

Missionaries  to  Africa.  The  Norfolk  Bea 
con  says:  “The  rev.  Messrs.  Fielding  and  Con 
stantine,  with  their  wives,  sailed  from  this  port  on 
Monday  in  the  packetship  Saluda,  bound  to  Africa. 
Messrs.  Fielding  and  Constantine  go  out  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  socie- 
ty, and  we  understand  are  destined  to  labor  in  the 
valley  of  the  Niger.  Previous  to  their  departure,  a 
large  number  of  persons  assembled  on  board  the 
ship  and  religious  services  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion were  performed  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Breed  and  the 
rev.  Mr.  Hume.” 


The  Canada  mails. — The  Coburg  (U.  C.) 
Star  of  the  23d,  mentions  that,  by  a recent  arrange- 
ment made  by  the  post  office  authorities  in  Upper 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  the  mails  between 
New  York  and  Toronto  will  be  transmitted  three 
times  a week,  in  filty-four  hours,  instead  of  four 
days,  as  heretofore.  This  will  only  continue  du- 
ring the  summer  months,  while  the  Gore  steamboat 
runs  between  Toronto  and  Rochester. 


WESTERN  INDIANS. 

A battle  expected. — The  St.  Louis  New  Era  of  the 
21st  says:  “We learned  yesterday,  from  a gentleman 
who  had  just  arrived  from  St.  Peters,  that  a war 
party  of  the  Sioux  Indians  (400  strong)  had  assem- 
bled, and  taken  up  their  march  for  the  Chippewa 
grounds;  and  that  about  the  same  time,  an  equal 
number  of  Chippewas  had  left  their  homes  for  the 
purpose  of  making  war  upon  the  Sioux.  It  was  the 
general  beliet  that  the  battle  would  be  a destructive 
one,  as  both  parties  entertain  the  most  hostile  feel- 
ings towards  each  other. 

The  western  Indians — The  St.  Louis  Bulletin 
learns  by  the  officers  of  the  steamboat  Chippewa, 
from  Prairie  du  Chien,  that  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians 
and  Winnebagoes  have  had  a talk,  and  separated  on 
good  terms,  the  former  agreeing  to  give  the  latter 
$5,000  to  propitiate  them  for  the  carnage  which  oc- 
curred in  the  conflict  last  fall. 

The  pardoning  power  in  America. — Next  to 
the  philosophic  essay  of  De  Tocqueville  on  the  In- 
fluence of  Democracy,  we  believe  the  ablest  work 
that  has  been  written  on  this  country  by  a foreigner 
is  that  of  Dr.  Nicholas  Henry  Julius,  of  Hamburg, 
entitled  “The  Moral  Condition  oft  he  United  States.” 
This  production  has  not  yet  been  translated,  but 
we  learn  from  the  “Cincinnati  Chronicle,”  that  an 
English  version  of  it  will  soon  be  published  in  that 
city.  Before  Dr.  Julius  visited  the  United  States, 
he  had  obtained  great  reputation  by  his  works  on 
the  criminal  law  and  social  condition  of  Germany; 
and  while  here,  he  devoted  his  attention  particularly 
to  the  crimes,  punishments,  penitentiary  establish- 
ments, schools  and  other  matters  connected  with 
our  moral  condition.  In  his  chapter  on  the  raiti«-a- 
tion  of  the  penal  code,  Dr.  Julius  states  that  the 
number  of  pardons  granted  in  this  country  exceeds 
any  thing  ever  dreamed  of  in  Europe  in  the  same 
way. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  frequency  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  pardoning  power  in  this  country,  we 
condense  some  statistics  from  the  work  of  Dr.  Ju- 
lius. The  pardons  amounted  in  this  state  to  2,343 
out  of  3, 175  convictions  to  the  penitentiary,  during 
the  fourteen  years  from  1810  to  1823,  or  almost  to 
three-fourths  of  the  whole  number.  In  the  three 
years  from  1316  to  1818,  803,  or  more  than  four- 
fifths,  were  pardoned;  and  of  817  convicts  liberated 
in  five  years,  77  only  had  fulfilled  the  term  of  their 
punishment;  740,  however,  had  been  pardoned  prin- 
cipally for  want  of  room  for  their  incarceration. 

In  Pennsylvania,  within  twenty-two  years,  from 
1799  to  1820,  there  were  pardoned  by  three  conse- 
cutive governors,  not  less  than  2,508  criminals;  and 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphiaialone,  from  1787  to  1332, 
2,488  were  pardoned,  amounting,  on  an  average,  to 
54  annually;  in  1819  only,  there  were  134.  In  the 
state  ol  Ohio,  of  797  convicts  imprisoned  in  fifteen 
years,  from  1315  to  1829,  501  were  pardoned,  128 
fulfilled  their  term,  and  the  remainder  either  died  or 
escaped.  [New  Yorker. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

New  Grenada.  Department  of  state,  Washington, 
August  3,  1840.  The  following  is  a translation  of  a 
decree  issued  by  the  government  of  New  Grenada, 
Bogota,  March  18th,  1840: 

Decree.  For  the  period  of  ten  years,  from  and 
after  the  date  of  this  decree,  boards,  shingles,  bricks 
and  other  materials  requisite  for  the  building  of 
houses  at  the  port  of  Chagres,  will  be  admitted  into 
that  port,  free  from  all  duties  of  import  or  aicabala 
(duty  on  sales). 

Protective  tariff.  The  application  of  the  hatters 
of  New  York  city  and  state  for  relief  from  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  fur  bodies  and  silk  hats,  has  it 
seems,  been  successful;  the  bill  embodying  the  pro- 
tection sought  lor  having  passed  both  houses  of  con- 
gress. [Balt.  Pat. 

Our  great  staple.  It  is  estimated  from  the  best 
data,  that  the  three  great  staple  articles  of  produce 
in  our  country  amounted,  in  the  year  1839,  to  near- 
ly four  hundred  millions  of  dollars — as  follows: 
Cotton,  $S1, 000,000 

Tobacco,  15,000,000 

Rice,  4,500,000 

Bread  stuffs,  275,000,000 

And  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  value  of  bread- 
stuffs  is  nearly  three  times  greater  than  that  of  cot- 
ton, tobacco  and  rice  combined. 

Fur  trade.  On  the  17th  instant,  twelve  boats  ar- 
rived at  St.  Louts  from  the  upper  Missouri,  loaded 
with  bulfalo  robes  and  skins  to  the  value  of  70,000 
dollars. 


Strange  course  of  trade.  The  schooner  North 
Carolina,  captain  Rickard,  is  in  with  a deck  load  of 
Tennessee  cotton.  It  was  taken  in  at  Cleveland, 
and  came  via  Portsmouth  and  the  canal.  This  lot 
is  part  of  an  invoice  of  twenty  tons,  intended  for 
William’s  factory,  Syracuse. 

[Buffalo  Daily  Journal. 

Cod  fisheries.  It  is  stated  by  a correspondent  of 
the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  that  cod  fishing  to  the 
Grand  Bank  this  year  has  entirely  failed,  and  most 
ot  the  vessels  are  on  t heir  way  home  with  from  one- 
half  to  one-third  fares.  The  difference  to  the  towns 
of  Beverly  and  Marblehead  between  this  and  last 
year’s  catch  and  prices  will  amount  to  a sum  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Beverly 
has  about  seventy  large  vessels  in  the  Grand  Bank 
fishing,  and  Marblehead  nearly  one  hundred.  Last 
year  at  this  time  nearly  the  whole  fleet  had  arrived 
at  the  two  places,  and  were  ready  1o  start  on  their 
fall  fares;  this  year  up  to  this  time  not  a dozen  of 
vessels  out  of  the  whole  fleet  have  arrived,  ami  these 
with  about  one-half  their  usual  fares,  and  those  left 
on  the  Bank  and  bound  home  have  obtained  one- 
third  their  usual  quantity  of  fish,  and  those  now 
bound  home  will  arrive  so  late  as  to  prevent  them 
making  their  fall  trip  to  the  Bank. 

Barque  California  and  Pacific  trade.  Under  our 
marine  head,  will  be  noticed  the  clearance  of  the 
barque  California,  captain  Fairfowl,  bound  to  Cali- 
fornia. This  vessel  was  launched  here  a few  weeks 
since,  and  now  proceeds  on  her  first  voyage.  She 
is  owned  in  St  Louis,  Missouri,  at  which  place  we 
believe  her  register  is  dated,  having  been  built  for 
Messrs.  Glasgow  & Harrison,  of  that  cify.  Her 
burthen  is  2,200  barrels.  She  carries  out  about 
1.500  packages  of  dry  goods,  fully  three- fourths  of 
which  are  American  fabrics.  The  enterprising 
owners  are  connected  with  an  established  Mexican 
house,  which,  with  their  own  great  means,  enables 
them  to  commence  this  trade  on  a magnificent  scale, 
and  under  the  most  favorable  auspices.  The  cargo 
is  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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The  large  Santa  Fe  trade,  carried  on  by  land  from 
St.  Louis,  is  by  some  blended  with  the  California 
trade,  but  the  two  are  entirely  distinct,  extending 
to  different  points,  not  at  all  connected  with  each 
other.  The  eventful  supply  of  our  domestic  fabrics 
(to  the  exclusion  of  European)  to  the  whole  of 
South  America,  Alexico,  &c.  appears  within  the 
scope  of  American  enterprise.  It  seems  decreed 
that  the  mighty  tide  of  emigration  and  civilization 
shall  gradually  cause  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  in 
their  whole  immense  extent,  to  rival  in  population, 
refinement  and  enterprise,  those  of  the  Atlantic. 
How  the  imagination  kindles  at  the  spectacle! 
We  hail  the  departure  of  this  vessel  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a regular  and  beneficial  trade,  the  re- 
ward of  liberal  enterprise,  and  a permanent  and  in- 
creasing aid  to  our  manufactures.  Success  attend 
her.  [ United  Slates  Gazelle. 

THE  ARMY. 

From  the  Nachitoches  Herald,  we  learn  that  the 
accident  which  betel  captain  McRea,  of  the  United 
States  army,  has  not  proved  so  disastrous  as  was  re- 
presented. The  officer,  so  far  from  being  dead,  as 
rumor  stated,  is  alive  and  doing  well,  having  reco- 
vered from  the  amputation  of  his  leg. 

The  editor  of  the  Madisonian  asserts  that  imme- 
diately alter  congress  had  refused  to  add  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  to  the  army  in  Florida,  the  secretary  of 
war  ordered  that  number  into  the  Florida  service, 
and  has  appointed  general  Read,  the  governor  of  the 
territory,  to  the  command  of  them. 

[ General  orders,  No.  33.] 

Headquarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general's  office, 
Washington,  July  21,  1840. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  since  the  publica- 
tion ol  the  official  register,  in  January,  1840. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Second  lieut.  Isaac  J.  Stevens,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840. 

Rank. 

1.  Cadet  Paul  O.  Hebert,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  1st 
July,  1840. 

Ordnance  department. 

First  lieut.  John  W illiamson,  to  be  captain  22d  May 
1840,  vice  D’Lagnel,  deceased. 

Second  iieut.  Peter  V.  Hagner,  to  be  1st  lieut.  22d 
May,  1840,  vice  Williamson,  promoted. 

2.  Cadet  Charles  P.  Kinsbury,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840. 

3.  Cadet  John  AlcNutt,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons.  Company. 

13.  Cadet  Richard  S Ewell,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [E] 

26.  Cadet  John  W.  T.  Gardiner,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  Juiy,  1840.  * [B] 

37.  Caiet  Win.  G.  Torrey,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [A] 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieut.  Alexander  S.  Macomb,  to  be  capt. 

18;h  Feb.  1840,  vice  Dade,  dismissed. 

First  lieut.  Croghan  Ker,  to  be  capt.  Sth  March, 

1840,  vice  Winder,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  H.  W.  Merrill,  to  be  1st  lieut. 

18tli  Feb.  1840,  vice  Macomb,  promoted. 

Second  lieut  Owen  P.  Ransom,  to  be  1st  lieut. 

18th  Feb.  1840,  vice  Hardia,  dismissed. 

Second  lieuc.  Henry  H.  Sibley,  to  be  1st  lieut. 

8th  March,  1840,  vice  Ker,  promoted. 

19.  Cadet  Fowler  Hamilton,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 


July,  1840.  [A] 

22.  Cadet  Oscar  F.  Winship,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [C] 

27.  Cadet  Reuben  P.  Campbell,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [F] 

30.  Cadet  William  Robertson,  to  be  brevet  2d 

lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [D] 

31.  Cadet  William  Steele,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [G] 

38.  Cadet  Daniel  G.  Rogers,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [K] 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

14.  Cadet  James  G.  Martin,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [E] 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

18.  Cadet  William  Hays,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [C] 


Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieut.  James  L.  Rankin,  to  be  1st  lieut. 

1st  April,  1840,  vice  Board,  resigned. 

4.  Cadet  Wiiliam  P.  Jones,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 

July,  1840.  [C] 

5.  Cadet  William  Gilhain,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 

July,  1840.  [E] 

6.  Cadet  William  T.  Sherman,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [A] 

8.  Cadet  Wm.  H.  Churchill,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [B] 


Rank.  Company 

9.  Cadet  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [F] 

12.  Cadet  George  H.  Thomas,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [H] 

16.  Cadet  Horace  B.  Field,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [I] 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

10.  Cadet  John  P.  McCown,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [I] 

12.  Cadet  Francis  N.  Clark,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [D] 

15.  Cadet  George  W.  Getty,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [C] 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

Theopiiile  d’Oremieulx,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 
July,  1840.  [F] 

7.  Cadet  Job  R.  H.  Lancaster,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [I] 

35.  Cadet  Steph.D.  Carpenter,  to  bb  brevet  2d 
' lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [I] 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

20.  Cadet  Bryant  P.  Tilden,  jr.  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [E] 

25.  Cadet  James  N.  Caldwell,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [D] 

42.  Cadet  John  D.  Bacon,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [F] 


Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieut.  Lewis  S.  Craig,  to  be  1st  lieut. 

1st  June,  1840,  vice  Martin,  resigned. 

23.  Cadet  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [E] 

34.  Cadet  Henry  D.  Wallen,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [K] 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieut.  Wm.  G.  Grandin,  to  be  1st  lieut. 

1st  April,  1840,  vice  Hooper,  resigned. 

21.  Cadet  Thaddeus  Higgins,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [G] 

33.  Cadet  Oliver  L.  Shepherd,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [F] 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieut.  James  L.  Thompson,  to  be  captain, 

1st  March,  1340,  vice  Low,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Daniel  H.  McPhail,  to  be  1st 
lieut.  1st  March,  1840,  vice  Thompson,  pro- 
moted. 

17.  Cadet  Henry  Whiting,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st 


July,  1840.  ' [I] 

28  Cadet  Pinckney  Lugenbeel,  to  be  brevet 
2d  lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [B] 

41 . Cadet  Thomas  Jordan,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [E] 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

32.  Cadet  Robert  P.  Maclay,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [B] 

40.  Cadet  Douglass  S.  Irwin,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [H] 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

24  Cad^t  Charles  H.  Humber,  to  be  2d  lieut. 

1st  July,  1840.  [C] 

29.  Cadet  Henry  Wardwell,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [G] 

Eighth  regiment  oj  infantry. 

36.  Cadet  Joseph  L.  Folsom,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieut.  1st  July,  1840.  [H] 

39.  Cadet  William  B.  Johns,  to  be  brevet  2d 
iieut.  1st  July,  1340.  [E] 

Medical  department. 


Assistant  surgeon  George  F.  Turner,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 1st  January,  1840. 

Thomas  C.  Madison,  of  Florida,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  27th  February,  1810. 

Alfred  W.  Kennedy,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  15th  June,  1840. 

Wm.  H.  Van  Buren,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  as- 
sistant surgeon,  15th  June,  1840. 

Joseph  K.  Barnes,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  assist- 
ant surgeon,  15th  June,  1840. 

John  Robertson,  of  Delaw  are,  to  be  assistant  sur- 
geon, 15th  June,  1840. 

Levi  H.  Holden,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  15th  June,  1840. 

John  S.  Griffin,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  assistant  sur- 
geon, 18th  June,  1S40. 

Transfer. 

Second  lieutenant  Thomas  L.  Ringgold  of  the  4th 
regiment  of  artillery,  is  transferred  to  the  ordnance 
department,  and  will  stand  on  the  list,  next  below 
2d  lieut.  Callender. 

II — Casua  Kies — (15). 

Resignations — ( 10 ) . 

‘ Capt.  Gideon  Low  e,  5th  infantry,  29th  Feb.  1840. 

1st  lieut.  Buckner  Board,  3d  artillery  31st  March, 
1840. 

1st  lieut.  Wilraot  Alartin,  3d  infantry,  31st  May, 
1840. 

1st  lieut.  John  L.  Hooper,  4th  infantry,  31st 
March,  1840. 

2d  lieut.  J.  T.  Metcalf,  ordnance,  31st  May,  1840. 


2d  lieut.  Wm.  H.  Korn,  1st  infantiy,  15th  March, 
1840. 

2d  lieut.  E.  W.  Hardenbergb,  3d  infantry,  31st 
May,  1840. 

Assistant  surgeon  Robert  Archer,  29th  Feb.  1840. 
Assistant  surgeon  Geo.  R.  Clark,  17th  June,  1840. 
Assistant  surgeon  R.  McSherry,  jr.  30th  April, 
1840. 

Deaths — (4.) 

Capt.  J.  A.  d’Lagnel,  ordnance,  at  N.  York,  21st 
May,  1840. 

Capt.  Ed.  S.  Winder,  2d  dragoons,  Eastern  Shore, 
Md.  7th  March,  1840. 

Capt.  Washington  Hood,  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  Bedford,  Petin.  17th  July,  1840. 

*2d  lieut.  Jas.  S.  Sanderson,  8th  infantry,  eight 
miles  from  Fort  Micanopy,  Fla.  19th  May,  1840. 
Dismissed  — { 2.) 

Capt.  T.  Dade,  2d  dragoons,  17th  Feb.  1840. 

1st  lieut.  W.  Hardia,  2d  dragoons,  17th  Feb.  1840. 

III —  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
join  their  proper  stations  and  companies  without 
delay;  and  those  on  detached  service,  or  acting  un- 
der special  orders  and  instructions,  will  report  by 
letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

IV —  The  graduates  of  the  military  academy  above 
promoted,  will  proceed  to  join  their  respective  com- 
panies on  or  before  the  30th  September,  except 
those  assigned  to  the  dragoons,  who  will  report  for 
temporary  duty  and  instruction  to  the  commandant, 
Carlisle  barracks.  The  2d  lieuts.  appointed  in  the 
3d  regiment  of  artillery  will  report  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  Fort  Columbus,  and  those  assigned  to 
the  8th  infantry  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Madi- 
son barracks. 

V —  Acceptances,  or  non-acceptances  of  all  ap- 
pointments, will  be  reported  to  tiie  adjutant  general 
of  the  army;  and  in  case  of  acceptance,  the  birth 
place  of  the  persons  appointed  will  be  stated.  By 
order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general  com- 
manding-in-chief. R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

After  order,  July  22,  1840. 

Corps  of  topographical  engineers. 

1st  lieut.  Howard  Stansbury  to  be  captain,  8th 
July,  1840,  vice  Hood,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Lorenzo  Sitgreaves  to  be  1st  lieut.  18tb 
July,  1840,  vice  Stansbury,  promoted. 

Bievet  2d  lieut.  George  Thom,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
18th  July,  1840,  vice  Sitgreaves,  promoted. 

R.  Jones , adjutant  general. 
From  the  Charleston  Patriot,  July  30. 

By  the  steamer  Charles  Downing,  capt.  Dent,  we 
have  received  Savannah  papers  of  yesterday,  and 
St.  Augustine  of  the  24th  inst.  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing intelligence  js  copied: 

Latest  attack.  We  learn  from  a passenger  in  the 
steamer  Florida,  that  a party  of  mounted  men,  re- 
cently scouting  near  Fort  Mellon,  fell  in  with  a par- 
ty of  Indians,  who  showed  some  signs  of  battle, 
but  retreated  to  a hammock.  On  the  troops  dis- 
mounting and  charging  them,  the  Indians  got  in  the 
rear  of  the  troops,  and  killed  two  out  of  four  men 
that  were  left  to  guard  the  horses,  and  taking  also 
ten  of  the  horses  with  them,  and  making  good  their 
escape.  [Savannah  Georgian. 

From  the  St.  Augustine  He,  aid  of  the  24th  instant. 

A sergeant  and  a corporal  belonging  to  company 
B,  2d  infantry,  were  killed  by  the  Indians  on  the 
12th  inst.  about  four  miles  from  Fort  White.  The 
bodies  were  afterwards  found  horribly  mutilated. 

On  the  14th  inst.  five  dragoons  under  a sergeant, 
in  passing  from  Pila’ka  to  Camp  King,  were  fired 
upon  near  Fort  Russel  by  a band  of  Indians  num- 
bering from  12  to  20  warriors.  Two  of  the  soldiers 
were  wounded,  and  one  of  them,  as  we  understand, 
was  shot  in  the  thigh,  and  fell  from  his  hoise.  He 
was  assisted  by  his  companions  to  remount,  and  af- 
fected his  escape  with  the  rest. 

Col.  Harney  has  not  been  deterred  by  the  heat 
and  rains  and  insects  of  the  summer  from  seeking 
the  Indians  and  destroying,  if  possible,  the  grain 
crop  before  it  shall  have  been  taken  away.  He  is 
again  in  the  field  with  a command  of  dragoons, 
scouring  the  country  between  Fort  Mellon  and  New 
Smyrna.  Courage,  and  untiring  energy  as  this,  must 
one  day  go  far  to  achieve  a repose  for  Florida. 

From  the  News. 

Fort  Downing,  which  has  been  abandoned  on  ac- 
count of  its  unhealthiness,  was  burned,  since  the  3d 
inst.  by  Indians.  Several  new  rafts  were  seen  on 
the  Suwanee  by  the  steamer  Okeechobee. 

On  Saturday  last  a stick,  to  which  was  attached 
a hair-like  substance  and  a small  bundle  of  15  sticks 
was  found  on  the  ground  where  the  last  murders  on 
the  Picolata  road  took  place.  The  solution  of  this 
is  said  to  be,  the  sticks  indicate  15  killed,  and  the 
hair-like  appendage,  that  they  were  scalped. 

The  detachments  of  volunteers  which  left  on 
Tuesday,  14th  inst.  for  the  south,  proceeded  as  far 

♦Killed  in  action  by  the  Indians  in  Florida. 
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as  Spring  Garden,  and  relumed  on  Friday  night 
without  having  seen  any  of  the  enemy. 

Gen.  Armistead,  it  is  understood,  will  make  his 
head  quarters,  during  the  summer,  at  the  new  depot 
pi  Pilatka.  Tile  change  of  the  old  location  is  con- 
sidered more  favorable,  both  as  regards  economj- 
and  the  facility  of  transportation. 

The  schooners  Medium  and  Phoebe  & Margaret 
put  in  here  on  Sunday  last  ir.  consequence  of  head 
winds.  The  are  freighted  with  the  canoes  built  for 
the  exploiation  of  the  everglades  under  lieutenant 
McLaughlin,  U.  S.  N.  The  boats  are  of  a very 
light  draft  of  water,  and  capable  of  being  carried  by 
two  men,  w ith  great  ease;  so  that  in  shallow  places 
and  other  obstructions,  the  men  will  be  enabled  to 
push  forward  with  but  little  inconvenience.  The 
vessels  sailed  on  Tuesday  morning. 

THE  NAVY. 

U.  S.  ship  Brandywine,  capt.  Bolton,  from  Lis- 
bon. was  at  Cadiz  lbth  ultimo,  officers  and  crew  all 

well. 

IJ.  S.  schooner  Enterprise,  lieut.  com.  Drayton, 
bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  com.  Ridgely,  was  at 
Rio  Janeiro,  17th  ult. 

The  United  States  ship  Ohio  was  at  Toulon  on 
the  4th  o(  June.  The  small  pox  had  broken  out  on 
board  while  at  that  place. 

The  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  lieutenant 
John  S.  Pane,  arrived  at  Boston  on  Tuesday  from  a 
cruise  on  the  African  coast,  last  from  Monrovia, 
which  place  she  left  on  the  6th  of  June.  The 
Grampus  touched  at  St.  Thomas  and  left  that  port 
on  the  18th  inst.  She  has  not  lost  a man  during  the 
cruise. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  captain  Lawrence  Rous- 
seau, beaiing  the  bioad  pennant  of  com.  B.  Shu  brick; 
and  sloop  of  war  Erie,  captain  W.  N.  Taylor;  and 
Levant,  capt.  Joseph  Smoot,  all  from  Pensacola, 
11th  inst.  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  31st  ult.  officers 
and  crew  all  well. 

William  Davis,  a fine  young  seaman  of  Boston, 
fell  from  the  foremast  of  the  Erie  as  she  reached  the 
inner  harbor,  striking  the  foreyard  and  caught  hold 
of  the  rigging  below,  but  loosing  his  hold,  struck 
the  water,  and  was  seen  no  more. 

Dull  sailing.  An  officer  of  the  U.  States  corvett 
Warren  writes  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle, 
that  on  the  arrival  of  that  ship  and  the  Levant  off 
Ta  mpico,  6th  ult.  they  found  there  H.  B.  M.  cor- 
vette Racer,  one  of  capt.  Symonds’  new  ships,  and 
commanded  by  his  son,  28  years  of  age.  Captain 
Smoot,  of  the  Levant,  offered  to  sail  with  the  Racer, 
and  the  offer  was  accepted.  The  Levant  was  fair- 
ly beaten,  “in  light  royal  breeze  ” The  writersays 
“she  is  only  a fair  sailer,  as  her  log  does  not  show 
11  knots  two  hours  in  succession  since  she  sailed 
from  New  York.”  The  Warren  is  still  duller.  The 
frigate  Macedonian  ditto.  The  Levant  and  Mace- 
donian are  new  ships  and  ought  to  be  models  for  the 
construction  of  others.  Whose  fault  is  it  that  they 
are  not? 

The  Boston  Journal  says  that  the  schooner  Gram- 
pus, now  lying  at  anchor  near  the  navy  yaid  at 
Charleston,  though  in  fine  order  and  makes  quite  a 
warlike  appearance,  is  no  clipper;  and  that,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  the  slave  schooners  actually  laugh- 
ed at  her,  as  they  crawled  out  of  sight  to  windward. 
The  Journal  adds:  “This  should  not  be  so.  A U. 
States  schooner  of  the  size  of  the  Grampus,  should 
be  calculated  for  fast  sailing,  and  be  able  to  beat  any 
vessel,  not  belonging  to  the  navy,  on  the  ocean. — 
But,  alas!  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  our  naval 
ships,  of  all  classes,  are  proverbially  dull  sailers.” 

This,  says  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  is  very  bad,  and 
should  be  corrected;  but  the  first  effort  towards  it 
must  be  to  establish  a navy  yard  where  only  the 
clippers  are  built.  This  done,  there  will  be  no  fur- 
ther complaint  of  a want  of  “fast  sailers”  in  our 
navy. 

The  United  States  ship  Decatur,  captain  H.  W. 
Ogden,  was  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  18th  June,  just 
reiurned  from  a cruise.  The  United  States  frigate 
Potomac,  capt.  Kearney,  was  expected  to  arrive  at 
Rio  daily. 

Sentence  of  com.  Elliott.  The  Philadelphia  Penn- 
sylvanian publishes  the  following  as  the  points  on 
which  com.  Elliott  was  convicted  or  cleared.  They 
are  somewhat  ditferent  from  the  statement  contain- 
ed in  the  Globe,  but  are  doubtless  correct,  as  the 
Pennsylvanian  says  it  has  ascertained  them  with 
precision.  Without  embarrassing  the  statement  by 
adhering  to  the  mere  formalities  "of  the  legal  docu- 
ments, it  is  believed  that  the  real  character  and  ex- 
tent of  the  finding  of  the  court  will  be  best  under- 
stood generally,  by  a reference  to  the  persons  or 
subject  matter  which  particularly  marked  each 
charge. 

The  court  have  found  commodore  Elliott 

Not  guilty.  1-  Of  the  alleged  improper  treat- 
ment of  lieutenant  Charles  G.  Hunter. 


2.  Of  the  alleged  improper  treatment  of  chap- 
lain Thomas  R.  Lambert. 

3.  Of  the  alleged  abandonment  of  passed  mid- 
shipman Charles  C.  Barton,  after  he  was  wounded, 
at  Smyrna. 

4.  Of  witnessing  a mutiny  by  not  doing  his 
utmost  to  suppress  it. 

5.  Of  wasting  public  stores. 

Guilty.  1.  Of  ordering  passed  midshipman 
Barton,  when  wounded,  to  be  taken  from  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  Shark. 

2.  Of  the  various  allegations  founded  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  a service  of  plate  from  his  ciew\ 

3.  Of  the  various  allegations  founded  on  his  hav- 
ing imported  twenty-three  animals  on  board  the 
Constitution. 

4.  Of  inflicting  twenty- four  instead  of  twelve 
lashes  upon  three  of  his  crew. 

5.  Of  expending  the  public  stores  for  his  private 
purposes. 

The  president  assigns  as  his  reasons  for  not  giv- 
ing the  sentence  its  full  operation,  that,  “Although 
the  offences  of  which  commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott 
has  been  convicted  are  of  a grave  and  serious  cha- 
racter, deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  the  service, 
still  the  president  on  a careful  consideration  of  the 
case,  perceives  ground,  which,  in  his  opinion,  di- 
minish their  weight  and  justify  a mitigation  of 
punishment. 

“It  appears  from  the  record  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  that  passed  midshipman  Barton  left  his 
ship  not  only  in  violation  of  an  express  order  of  his 
commanding  officer,  but  for  a purpose. which  it  was 
undoubtedly  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  a squad  ■ 
ron  to  discourage  and  prevent  by  every  exertion  of 
his  lawful  authority;  and  that  after  being  wounded, 
instead  of  returning  to  the  vessel  to  which  he  be- 
longed, he  directed  himself  to  be  taken  on  board 
the  ship  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  whose 
pointed  order  he  had  disobeyed. 

“It  also  appears  that  in  various  instances  w hich 
occurred  previous  to  the  cruise  of  the  squadron  un- 
der com.  Elliott  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  com- 
manders of  ships  and  squadrons, had,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  the  navy  department,  brought 
to  the  United  States  animals  of  various  kinds,  with- 
out being  questioned  or  censured  by  the  department. 
The  offence  committed  by  commodore  Elliott  in 
this  case,  appears  therefore  to  have  consisted  in 
taking  on  board  the  frigate  Constitution,  so  great  a 
number  of  animals  as  to  interfere  with  the  accom- 
modation of  the  men,  embarrass  the  exercise  of  the 
guns  and  impair  her  force  and  efficiency  as  a vessel 
of  war. 

“In  consideration  of  these  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces, the  president  has  thought  proper  to  remit  that 
portion  of  the  sentence  of  the  court  which  involves 
the  forfeiture  of.  pay  during  the  first  two  years  of 
commodore  Elliott’s  suspension. 

“M.  VAN  BUREN.” 

Court  martial.  Charges  having  been  preferred 
against  passed  midshipman  Win.  S.  Ringgold,  a 
court  martial  was  ordered  on  his  case,  which  com- 
menced at  Baltimore  on  the  27th  July.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  compose  the  courl: 

President.  Commodore  Henry  E.  Ballard. 

Members.  Capt.  Charles  W.  Morgan,  captain 
David  Geisinger,  commander  A.  Fitzhugh,  lieut. 
John  S.  Nicholas,  lieut.  William  M.  Glendy. 

Judge  advocate.  John  Nelson,  esq. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Ringgold  admitted  the 
charges,  and  resigned.  The  court  adjourned  sinedie. 

The  Boston  Journal  is  very  severe  in  its  stric- 
tures upon  com.  Read,  in  consequence  of  alleged 
improper  treatment  of  his  crew  during  the  late 
cruise  of  the  Columbia. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  The  ladies  of  Boston  de- 
sign to  hold  a grand  fair  in  Quincy  Hall,  on  the  ]0th 
of  September  next,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds 
to  finish  the  monument  on  Bunker  Hill. 

Proclamation  of  gov.  Morion.  Whereas,  in  the 
13th  article  of  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  this 
commonwealth,  it  is  provided  that  the  governor  and 
council  shall  apportion  the  number  of  senators  to 
which  each  senatorial  district  may  be  entitled,  and 
the  number  of  representatives  to  which  each  city 
and  town  may  be  entitled,  agreeably  to  principles 
established  in  said  article  of  amendment: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  the  cen- 
sus  ol  the  population  of  the  whole  commonwealth, 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  amendment  afore- 
said, having  been  duly  examined,  the  number  of 
senators  to  which  each  district  is  entitled  for  the 
ensuing  ten  years,  agreeably  to  its  proportion  of  said 
census,  is  and  will  be  as  follows: 

The  district  of  Suffolk,  five  senators; 

The  district  of  Essex,  five  senators; 

The  district  of  Middlesex,  six  senators; 


The  district  of  Worcestor,  five  senators. 

The  district  of  Hampshire,  two  senators; 

The  district  of  Hampden,  two  senators; 

The  district  of  Franklin,  two  senators; 

The  district  of  Berkshire,  two  senators; 

The  district  of  Norfolk,  three  senators; 

The  district  of  Plymouth,  two  senators; 

The  district  of  Bristol,  three  senators; 

The  district  of  Barnstable,  two  senators; 

The  district  of  Dukes  co.  & Nantucket,  one  senator. 

And  the  census  of  the  population  of  the  several 
ci'ies  and  towns,  taken  as  aforesaid,  having  also  been 
duly  examined,  the  number  of  representatives  to 
which  each  city  and  town  is  and  will  be  entitled, 
agreeably  to  said  census,  lor  the  ensuing  ten  years, 
is  as  follows: 

Suffolk. 

Boston,  thirty- five  representatives  every  year. 
Chelsea,  one  representative  every  year. 

Essex. 

Amesbury,  one  representative  every  year. 

Andover,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Beverly,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Boxforrl,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Bradford,  one  representative  every  year. 

Danviers,  two  representatives  eveiy  year. 

Essex,  one  representative  every  year. 

Georgetown,  one  representative  every  year. 
Gloucester,  three  representatives  every  year. 
Hamilton,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Haverhill,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Ipswich,  one  representative  every  year. 

Lynn,  four  representatives  every  year. 
Lynnfield,one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Manchester,  one  representative  every  year. 
Marbelhead,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Methuen,  one  representative  every  year. 

Middleton,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Newbury,  two  representatives  eveiy  year. 

New  bmyport,  three  representatives  every  year. 
Rockport,  one  representative  eveiy  year. 

Rowley,  one  representative  every  year. 

Salem, six  representatives  every  year. 

Salisbury,  one  representative  every  year. 

Saugus,  one  representative  every  year. 

Topsfield,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Wenham,  one  repre.  foui  years  within  the  ten  years. 
West  Newbury,  one  representative  every  year. 
Middlesex. 

Acton,  one  repre.  seven  years  Within  the  ten  years. 
Ashby,  one  representative  every  year. 

Bedford,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Billerica,  one  representative  every  year. 
Boxborough,  one  repre.  2 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Brighton,  one  representative  eveiy  year. 
Burlington,  one  repre.  3 years  within  the  ter.  years. 
Cambridge,  three  representatives  every  year. 
Carlisle,  one  repre.  three  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Charlestown,  five  repiesentalives  every  year. 
Chelmsford,  one  representative  every  year. 
Concord,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dracut,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dunstable,  one  repre.  3 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Framingham,  one’representative  every  year. 
Groton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Holliston,  one  representative  every  year. 
Hopkinton,  one  representative  every  year. 
Lexington,  one  representative  every  year. 

Lincoln,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Littleton,  one  repre.  five  years  wil!.«n  the  ten  years. 
Lowell,  nine  representatives  every  year. 

Malden,  one  representative  every  year. 
Marlborough,  one  representative  every  year. 
Medford,  one  representative  every  year. 

Natick,  one  representative  every  year. 

Newton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Pepperell,  one  representative  every  year. 

Reading,  one  representative  every  year. 

Sherburne,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Shirley,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
South  Reading,  one  representative  every  year. 
Stoneham,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Stow,  one  representative  every  year. 

Sudbury,  one  representative  every  year. 

Townsend,  one  representative  every  year. 
Tewksbury, one  lepre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Tygnsborougli,  on  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten 
years. 

Wallham,  one  representative  every  year. 
Watertown,  one  representative  eveiy  year. 
Wayland,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
West  Cambridge,  one  representative  every  year. 
Westford,  one  representative  every  year. 

Weston,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Wilmington,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Woburn,  one  representative  every  year. 

Worcester. 

Ashburnham,  one  representative  every  year. 

Athol,  one  representative  every  year. 

Auburn,  one  repre.  three  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Barre,  one  representative  every  year. 
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Berlin,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Bolton,  one  repre.  seven  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Boylston,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Brookfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

Charlton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dana,  one  repre.  four  years  within  thp  ten  years. 
Douglass,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dudley,  one  representative  every  year. 

.Fitchburg,  one  representative  every  year. 

Gardner,  one  representative  every  year. 

Grafton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Hardwick,  one  representative  every  year. 

Harvard,  one  representative  every  year. 

Holden,  one  representative  every  year. 
Hubbardston,  one  representative  every  year. 
Lancaster,  one  representative  every  year. 
Leicester,  one  representative  every  year. 
Leominster,  one  representative  every  year 
Lunenburg,  one  representative  every  year. 
Mendon,  one  representative  ever}'  year. 

Milford,  one  representative  every  year. 

Millbnry,  one  representative  every  year. 

New  Braintree,  one  representative  four  years  within 
the  ten  years. 

Northborough,  one  representative  every  year. 
Northbridge,  one  representative  every  j'ear. 

North  Brookfield,  one  representative  every  year. 
Oakham,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Oxford,  one  representative  every  year. 

Paxton,  one  rppre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Petersham,  one  representative  every  year. 
Phillipston,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Princeton,  one  representative  every  year. 
Royalston,  one  representative  every  year. 

Rutland,  one  representative  every  year. 
Shrewsbury,  one  representative  every  year. 
Southborough,  one  representative  seven  years  with- 
in the  ten  years. 

Southbridge,  one  representative  every  year. 
Spencer,  one  representative  every  year. 

Sterling,  one  representative  every  year. 

Sturbridge,  one  representative  every  year. 

Sutton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Templeton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Upton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Uxbridge,  one  representative  every  year. 

Warren,  one  representative  every  year. 

Webster,  one  representative  every  year. 
Westborough,  one  representative  every  year. 

West  Boylston,  one  representative  every  year. 
Westminster,  one  representative  every  year. 
Winchendon,  one  representative  every  year. 
Worcester,  three  representatives  every  year. 
Hampshire. 

Amherst,  one  representative  every  year. 

B jlchertovvn,  one  representative  every  year. 
Chesterfield,  one  representative  every  year. 
Cummington,  one  representative  every  year. 
Easthatnpton,  one  repre.  4 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Enfield, one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Goshen,  one  repre.  3 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Granby,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Greenwich,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Hadley,  one  representative  every  year. 

Hatfield,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Middlefield,  one  representative  every  year. 
Northampton,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Norwich,  one  repre.  4 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Pelham,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Plainfield,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Prescott,  one  repre.  4 years  within  the  ten  years. 
South  Hadley,  one  representative  every  year. 

South  Hampton,  one  repre.  7 years  within  the  ten 
years. 

Ware,  one  representative  every  year. 

West  Hampton,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten 
years. 

Williamsburg,  one  representative  every  year. 
Worthington,  one  repre.  seven  years  within  the  ten 
years. 

Hampden. 

Blandford,  one  representative  every  year. 

Brimfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

Chester,  one  representative  every  year. 

Granville,  one  representative  every  year. 

Holland,  one  repre.  two  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Longmeadow,  one  representative  every  year. 
Ludlow,  one  representative  every  j’ear. 

Monson,  one  representative  every  year. 
Montgomery,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten 
years. 

Palmer,  one  representative  every  year. 

Russell,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Southwick,  one  representative  every  year. 
Springfield,  five  representatives  every  year. 
Tolland,  one  repie.  3 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Wales,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Westfield,  two  representatives  every  year.  ’ 

West  Springfield  two  representives  every  year. 
Wilbraham,  one  representative  every  year. 


Franklin. 

Ashfield,  one  representative  every  year. 
Bernardston,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Buckland,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Charletnont,  one  repre.  7 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Colraine,  one  representative  every  year. 

Conway,  one  representative  every  year. 

Deerfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

Erving,  one  repre.  one  year  within  the  ten  years. 
Gill,  one  repre.  four  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Greenfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

Hawley,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Hpath,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Leverett,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Leyden,  one  repre.  4 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Munroe,  one  repre.  one  year  within  the  ten  years. 
Montague,  one  representative  every  year. 

New  Salem,  one  representative  every  year. 
Northfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

Orange,  one  representative  every  year. 

Rowe,  one  repre.  four  years  w ithin  the  ten  years. 
Shelburne,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Shutesbury,  one  repre.  C years  within  the  ten  years. 
Sunderland,  one  repre.  4 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Warwick,  one  repre.  7 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Wendell,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Whateley,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Berkshire. 

Adams,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Alford,  one  repre.  3 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Beket,  one  repre.  7 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Cheshire,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Clarksburg,  one  repre.  2 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Daiton,  one  repre.  7 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Egremont,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Florida,  one  repre.  2 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Great  Barrington,  one  representative  every  year. 
Hancock,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Hinsdale,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Lanesborough,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten 
years. 

Lee,  one  representative  every  year. 

Lenox,  one  representative  every  year. 

Mount  Washington,  one  repre.  2 years  within  the 
ten  years. 

New  Ashford,  one  repre.  1 year  within  the  ten  years. 
New  Marlborough,  one  representative  every  year. 
Otis,  one  repre.  seven  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Peru,  one  repre.  three  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Pittsfield,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Richmond,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Sandisfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

Savoy,  one  repre.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Sheffield,  one  representative  every  year. 
Stockbridge,  one  representative  every  year. 
Tyringham,  one  representative  every  year. 
Washington,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
West  Stockbridge,  one  representative  every  year. 
Williamstown,  one  representative  everj’  year. 
Windsor,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Norfolk. 

Bellingham,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Braintree,  one  representative  every  year. 

Brookline,  one  repre.  7 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Canton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Cohassett,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dedham,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dorchester,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Dover,  one  repre.  3 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Foxborough,  one  representative  every  year. 
Franklin,  one  representative  every  year. 

Medfield,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Medway,  one  representative  every  year. 

Milton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Needham,  one  representative  every  year. 

Quincy,  one  representative  every  j'ear. 

Randolph,  one  representative  every  year. 

Roxbury,  three  representatives  every  year. 

Sharon,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Stoughton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Walpole,  one  representative  every  year. 

Weymouth,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Wrentbam,  one  representative  every  year. 

Plymouth.. 

Abington,  one  representative  every  year. 
Biidgewater,  one  representative  every  year. 
Carver,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Duxbury,  one  representative  every  year. 

East  Bridgewater,  one  representative  every  year. 
Halifax,  one  repre.  4 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Hanover,  one  representative  every  year. 

Hanson,  one  repre.  6 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Hinghain,  one  representative  every  year. 

Hull,  one  repre.  one  year  within  the  ten  years. 
Kingston,  one  representative  every  year. 
Marshfield,  oDe  representative  every  year. 
Middleboroogh,  two  representatives  every  year. 
North  Bridgewater,  one  representative  every  year. 
Pembroke,  one  representative  every  year. 
Plymouth,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Plympton,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 


Rochester,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Scituate,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Wareham,  one  representative  every  year. 

West  Biidgewater,  one  representative  every  year. 
Bristol. 

Attleborough,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Beikley,  one  repre.  5 years  within  the  ten  years. 
Dartmouth,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Dighton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Easton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Fairhaven,  two  representatives  every  year. 

Fall  River,  three  representatives  every  year. 
Freetown,  one  representative  every  year. 
Mansfield,  one  representative  every  year. 

New  Bedford,  five  representatives  every  year. 
Norton,  one  representative  every  year. 

Pawtucket,  one  representative  every  year. 
Raynham,  one  representative  every  year. 

R-lioboth,  one  representative  every  year. 

Seekonk,  one  representative  every  year. 

Somerset,  one  repre.  six  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Swanzey,  one  representative  every  year. 

Taunton,  three  representatives  every  year. 
Westport,  one  representative  every  year. 

Barnstable. 

Barnstable,  two  representatives  every  year. 
Brewster,  one  representative  every  year. 

Chatham,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dennis,  one  representative  eveiy  year. 

Eastham,  one  rep.  five  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Falmouth,  one  representative  every  year. 

Harwich,  one  representative  every  year. 

Orleans,  one  representative  every  year. 
Provincetown,  one  representative  every  year. 
Sandwich,  two  representatives  every  j’ear. 

Truro,  one  representative  every  year. 

Wellfleet,  one  representative  every  year. 

Yarmouth,  one  representative  every  year. 

Dukes  county. 

Chilmark,  one  rep.  three  years  within  the  ten  years. 
Edgartown,  one  representative  every  year. 

Tisbury,  one  representative  every  year. 

Nantucket. 

Nantucket,  four  representatives  every  year. 

And  each  town  which,  by  the  census  aforesaid,  is 
not  entitled  to  one  representative  every  year,  may 
have  a representative  in  the  ensuing  and  everj’  sub- 
sequent year  in  which  the  valuation  of  estates  within 
the  commonwealth  may  be  settled,  without  thereby 
diminishing  the  number  of  years,  in  which,  by  said 
census,  it  is  entitled  to  be  represented:  Provided, 
nevertheless,  that  no  such  town  shall  be  entitled  to 
more  than  one  representative  in  any  one  year. 

All  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  are  required  to 
take  notice  hereof  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Boston,  this 
twenty-third  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  sixty  filth.  MARCUS  MORTON. 
By  his  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council. 

John  P.  Bigelow, 
Secretary  of  sta  te. 

Census  of  the  several  towns  in  the  commonwealth, 
as  existing  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1840.  Published 
by  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  agreeably  to 
direction  of  the  governor  and  council. 

County  of  Suffolk. 

Towns.  Population. 

Boston  83,979 

Chelsea  2,182 


2 towns  86,161 

County  of  Essex. 

Towns.  Population.  Towns.  Population. 

Amesbury  2,580  Marblehead  5,539 

Andover  4,951  Methuen  2,232 

Beverlj’  4,686  Middleton  642 

Boxford  908  Newbury  3,889 

Bradford  2,153  Newburyport  7,12-4 

Danvers  5.140  Rockpoit  2.73S 

Essex  1,432  Rowdey  1.230 

Georgetown  1,553  Salem  15,162 

Gloucester  6,394  Salisbury  2,696 

Hamilton  S23  Saugus  1,202 

Haverhill  4,373  Topsfieid  1,067 

Ipswich  2,958  Wenhara  693 

Lynu  9,075  West  Newbury  1,553 

Lynnfiald  689  

Manchester  1,266  28.  94,748 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Towns.  Population.  Towns.  Population. 

Acton  1,126  Medford  2,275 

Ashby  1,242  Natick  1,282 

Bedford  901  Newton  3,027 

Billerica  1,527  Peppered  1,541 

Boxboiough  44!)  Reading  2,187 

Brighton  1,405  Sherburne  1,014 

Burlington  510  Shirley  966 


360 
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Towns. 

Population.  Towns.  Population. 

Towns. 

Population.  Towns. 

Population. 

Cambridge 

8,127  South  Reading 

1,500 

Florida 

435  Sheffield 

2,322 

Carlisle 

563  Stoneham 

1,007 

Great  Barrington  2,690  Stockbridge 

1,981 

Charlestown 

10,872  Slow 

1,205 

Hancock 

958  Tyringham 

1,402 

Chelmsford 

1,595  Sudbury 

1,376 

Hinsdale 

950  Washington 

830 

Concord 

1,800  Tewksbury 

880 

Lanesborough,  1,048  West  Stockbridge  1,330 

Dracut 

2,222  Townsend 

1,761 

Lee 

2,281  YVilliamstown 

2,076 

Dunstable 

587  Tyngsborough 

820 

Lenox 

1,323  Windsor 

872 

Framingham 

2,965  Waltham 

2,593 

Mount  Washington  470 

Groton 

2,085  Watertown 

1,896 

New  Ashford 

229  30. 

40,882 

Holliston 

1,734  WT ay  land 

954 

County  of  Norfolk. 

Hopkinton 

2,262  West  Cambridge, 

1,338 

Towns. 

Population.  Towns. 

Population. 

Lexington 

1,559  Westford 

1,426 

Bellingham 

1,045  Milton 

1,684 

Lincoln 

711  Weston 

1,053 

Braintree 

2,118  Needham 

1,479 

Littleton 

929  Wilmington 

831 

Brookline 

1,123  Quincy 

3,309 

Lowell 

20,981  Woburn 

2,931 

Canton 

1,928  Randolph 

3,232 

Malden 

2,350 

Cobasset 

1,411  Roxbury 

8,310 

Marlborough 

2,092  46. 

104,451 

Dedham 

3,157  Sharon 

1,066 

County  of  Worcester. 

Dorchester 

4,458  Stoughton 

2,062 

Towns. 

Population.  Towns.  Population. 

Dover 

514  Walpole 

1,465 

Ashburnham 

1,653  North  Brookfield 

1,468 

Foxborough 

1,294  Weymouth 

3,630 

Athol 

1,568  Oakham 

1,030 

Franklin 

1,720  Wrenthain 

2,902 

Auburn 

619  Oxford 

1,656 

Merifield 

846 

Barre 

2,738  Paxton 

665 

Medway 

2,051  22. 

50,804 

Berlin 

772  Petersham 

1,812  1 

County  of  Bristol. 

Bolton 

1,182  Phillipston 

877 

Towns. 

Population.  Towns. 

Population. 

Boylston 

812  Princeton 

1,332  i Attleborough 

3,620  Pawtucket 

2,119 

Brookfield 

2,306  Royalston 

1,635  1 Berkley 

951  Rayuham 

1,319 

Charlton 

2,060  Rutland 

1,275 

Dartmouth 

4,091  Rehoboth 

2,036 

Dana 

Douglas 

Dudley 

Fitchburg 

Gardner 

Grafton 

Hardwick 

Harvard 

Holden 

Hubbardston 

Lancaster 

Leicester 

Leominster 

Lunenburg 

Meudon 

Milford 

Millbnry 

New  Braintree 

Northborough 

Northbridge 

Towns. 

Amherst 

Belchertown 

Ghesterfield 

Cumrnington 

Easthampton 

Enfield 

Goshen 

Granby 

Greenwich 

Hadley 

Hatfield 

Middlefield 

Northampton 


Towns. 
Bland  ford 
Brimfield 
Chester 
Granville 
Holland 
Longmeadow 
Ludlow 
Monson 
Montgomery 
Palmer 

Towns. 

Ashfield 

Bernardston 

Buckland 

Charlemont 

Colraine 

Conway 

Deerfield 

Erving 

Gill 

Greenfield 

Hawley 

Heath 

Leverett 

Leyden 

Towns. 

Adams 

Alford 

Becket 

Cheshire 

Clarksburg 

Dalton 

Egremont 


685  Shrewsbury 
1,603  Southborough 
1,333  Southbridge 

2.570  Spencer 
1,238  Sterling 
2,877  Sturbridge 
1,775  Sutton 

1.571  Templeton 
1,880  Upton 
1,764  Uxbridge 
2,013  Warren 
1,656  Webster 
2,000  Westborough 
1,218  West  Boylston 
3,536  Westminster 
1,795  Winchenrion 
2,129  Worcester 

763 
1,221  55, 

1,336 

County  of  Hampshire. 
Population.  Towns. 

2,415  Norwich 
2,505  Pelham 
1,204  Plainfield 
1,214  Prescott 
724  South  Hadley 
931  Southampton 
563  Ware 
950  Westhampton 
850  Williamsburg 
1,840  Worthington 
915 

1,395  23. 

3,672 

County  of  Hampden. 


1,473 
1,134 
1,991 
1,557 
1,653 
1,886 
2,330 
1 ,745 
1,479 
1,948 
1,280 
1,346 
1,616 
1,202 
1,660 
1 679 
7,060 


93,462 


Population . 
746 
1,000 
926 
781 
1,422 
1,158 
1,955 
752 
1,289 
1,185 


30,392 


Population. 
1,512 
1,434 
1,412 
1,284 
436 
1,266 
1,365 
2,102 
656 
2,150 
County  of 
Population. 
1,579 
924 
1,110 
1,181 
1,930 
1,394 
1,934 
294 
778 
1,754 
931 
904 
896 
646 
County  of 
Population. 
3,639 
519 
1,128 
954 
403 
1,143 
1,036 


Towns. 

Russell, 
Southwick 
Springfield 
Tolland 
Wales 
Westfield 
West  Springfield 
Wilbraham 


Population . 
1,000 
1,211 
11,013 
587 
718 
3,640 
3,707 
1,846 


18. 

Franklin. 

Towns. 
Monroe 
Montague 
New  Salem 
Northfield 
Orange 
Rowe 
Shelburne 
Shutesbury 
Sunderland 
Warwick 
Wendell 
Whately 

26. 

Berkshire. 
Towns. 


37,339 


Population. 

260 

1,288 

1,275 

1,658 

1,492 

700 

1,034 

997 

698 

1,154 

844 

1,104 


28,759 

Population. 
New  Marlborough  1,619 
Otis  1,158 

Peru  610 

Pittsfield  4,060 

Richmond  1,052 

Sandisfield  1,451 

Savoy  913 


n 

Easton 

Fairhaven 

Fall  River 

Freetown 

Mansfield 

New  Bedford 

Norton 


1,417 

2,076 


Seekonk 
Somerset 
3,985  Swanzey 
6,451  Taunton 
W estport 


Towns. 
Abington 
Bridgewater 
Carver 
Duxbury 
East  Bridgewater 
Halifax 


1,757 
1,346 
12,585 
1,554 
County  of 
Populatioti. 
3,144 
2,081 
999 
2,741 


1,831 

1,047 

1,421 

7,524 

2,644 


19. 


59,774 


Plymouth. 

Towns.  Population 
Middleborough  5,006 
North  Bridgewater,  2,625 
Pembroke  1,239 

Plymouth  5,180 

1,944  Plympton  861 

739  Rochester  3,986 

3,720 

2,002 


Hanover 

1,478  Scituate 

Hanson 

1,065  Wareham 

Hingham 

3,489  West  Bridgewater 

Hull 

217 

Kingston 

1,395  21.  ^ 

Marshfield 

1,664 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Towns. 

Population.  Towns.  Papu 

Branstable 

4,297  Provincetown 

Brewster 

1,471  Sandwich 

Chatham 

2,278  Truro 

Dennis 

2,792  Wellfleet 

Eastham 

944  Yarmouth 

Falmouth 

2,604 

Harwich 

2,860  13. 

Orleans 

1,953 

County  of  Dukes  county. 

Towns. 

Population. 

Chilmark 

544 

Edgartown 

1,803 

Tisbury 

1,513 

3 towns. 

3,860 

County  of  Nantucket. 

Town. 

Population. 

Nantucket 

9,512  1 town. 

46,786 


2,101 

3,620 

1,916 

2,306 

2,520 


31,662 


AGGREGATE  OF  THE  COUNTIES. 


Counties. 
Suffolk 
Essex 
Middlesex 
Worcester 
Hampshire 
Hampden 
Franklin 
Berkshire 
Norfolk 
Bristol 
Plymouth 
Barnstable 
Dukes  county 
Nantucket 

14  counties. 


Population. 

86.161 

94,748 

104,451 

93,462 

30,392 

37,339 

28,759 

40,882 

50,804 

59,774 

46,786 

31,662 

3,860 

9,512 


718,592 


The  act  directing  the  taking  of  the  census,  coi 
tains  the  following  proviso,  viz: — state  paupers  ar 
convicts  in  the  state  prison,  shall  not  be  numbere 
Also,  the  inmates  of  the  several  hospitals,  jails  ai 
houses  of  correction,  and  the  students  in  college 
academies  and  high  schools,  shall  not  be  number! 
in  the  census  of  towns  to  which  they  do  not  belon 
With  this  reduction  of  the  aggregate  number 
there  is  an  increase  over  the  U.  S.  census  of  183 
of  108,578,  which  is  equal  to  17  3 4 percent. 

The  ratio  of  increase  in  Suffolk  is  38^  per  cent 
Essex  14  per  cent.;  Middlesex  34  per  cent.;  Wo 


cester  10  3-4  per  cent.;  Hampshire  1-2  per  cent. 
Hampden  18  percent.;  Franklin  a decrease  ol  2 per 
cent.;  Berkshire  an  increase  of  8 per  cent.;  Nor- 
folk 19  per  cpnt.;  Bristol20  3-4  per  cent  ; Plymouth 
9 per  cent.;  Barnstable  11  per  cent.;  Dukes  9 3-4 
per  cent.;  and  Nantucket  32  per  cent. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  83,979. 
In  1830,  the  population  was  61,392 — showing  a gain 
in  the  last  ten  years  of  37  per  cent.  The  Atlas,  in 
commenting  on  this  increase,  says — 

It  has  always  been  considered  an  insuperable  bar- 
rier to  the  prosperity  of  Boston,  that  she  had  no 
back  country  to  assist  her,  or  what  amounts  to  near- 
ly the  same  thing,  that  she  had  no  facilities  of  com- 
munication with  that  back  country,  however  rich, 
populous  and  fertile  it  might  be.  That  objection 
is  about  being  overcome.  In  the  course  of  another 
year  the  last  link  in  the  chain  will  be  completed. 
The  vast  regions  of  the  lakes,  the  fertile  fields,  the 
mountains  and  the  valleys  of  the  boundless  west, 
will  be  thrown  open  to  us.  We  shall  at  once  enter 
into  competition  with  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  for  that  great  tr  ade,  and  with  such  “ap- 
pliances and  means”  too,  as  must  render  that  com- 
petition successful. 

This  will  be  a new  era  for  Boston;  an  entirely 
new  starting  point,  as  it  were;  and  if  hitherto  we 
have  only  crept,  we  shall  soon  learn  to  walk,  and 
at  such  a pace  too,  as  will  soon  convince  those  who 
feel  disposed  to  laugh  at  our  estimate  of  200,000  for 
this  city,  in  twenty  years  to  come,  that,  as  Sam 
Patch  says,  some  things  may  be  done  as  well  as 
others,  and  that  they  have  been  more  mistaken  than 
ourselves, — but  let  us  look  at  the  figures: 


Gain 

Gain  Proportion 

States. 

per 

City. 

per 

of  stale 

cent. 

cent. 

to  city. 

In  1790, 

378,727 

18.038 

21  to  1 

1800, 

422,845 

11 

24,937 

32 

17  to  1 

1810, 

472,040 

11 

33,250 

S3 

14  to  1 

1820, 

523,237 

11 

43,298 

SO 

12  to  1 

1830, 

610,014 

17 

61,392 

41 

10  to  1 

1840, 

718,592 

18 

84,401 

37 

8£  to  1 

*1850, 

850,000 

18 

125,000 

48 

7 to  1 

1860, 

1,000,000 

18 

200,000 

60 

5 to  1 

Tn  a subsequent  paragraph  the  Atlas  says — 

Twenty  years  ago,  Lowell,  being  then  a part  of 
Chelmsford,  was  almost  a wilderness,  containing 
only  about  one  or  two  hundred  inhabitants;  three 
years  after,  1823,  the  population  was  about  2,000. 
In  1827  it  was  3,582.  In  1830  it  had  increased  to 
6,674.  In  1837,  it  was  18,010,  and  its  present  po- 
pulation amounts  to  20,981 — it  being  an  increase  of 
14,507,  in  ten  years.  Lowell  is  now  the  third  city 
in  New  England,  Providence,  R.  I.  being  the 
second,  containing  23,042  inhabitants;  but  Lowell 
must  soon  take  rank  of  it,  for  although  its  increase 
is  in  some  degree  checked,  being  already  sufficient- 
ly large  for  immense  manufacturing  purposes,  yet 
its  situation  is  so  fine  and  its  advantages  so  nume- 
rous, that  a sure  and  healthy  increase  is  certain  for 
many  years  to  come. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut  whig  convention.  The  state  commit- 
lee  have  given  notice  that  this  convention  will  be 
held  on  the  10th  of  September,  the  same  day  on 
which  the  great  New  England  convention  is  to  be 
held  at  Bunker  Hill. 

NEW  YORK 

Syracuse  and  Utica  rail  road.  The  New  York 
Commercial  states  that  the  directors  of  this  compa- 
ny will  declare  a dividend  of  four  per  cent,  for  the 
six  months  ending  July  31.  Two  very  superior  lo- 
comotive engines,  which  cost  $34  000,  and  are  said 
to  be  the  best  in  the  United  States,  have  been  re- 
cently made  in  Philadelphia  for  use  on  this  road. — 
Before  making  a dividend,  $8,000  were  appropriat- 
ed for  a payment  on  account  of  these  engines. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Morris  canal  investigation. — The  New  York 
Courier  of  Saturday  has  the  following  paragraph  in 
relation  to  the  investigalion  into  the  affairs  of  this 
company: 

Mr.  Cryder,  of  the  house  of  Morrison,  Cryder  & 
Co.  of  London,  has  arrived  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  position  of  the  Morris  Canal  and  Bank- 
ing company,  in  behalf  of  the  holders  of  the  compa- 
ny’s bonds  in  London.  Some  of  our  most  respecta- 
ble citizens  have  been  selected  to  aid  him  in  the  in- 
vestigation, in  which,  as  yet,  slight  progress  has 
been  made,  and  the  result  will  probably  not  be 
known  till  its  close.  The  canal  and  properties  ap- 
pertaining to  it  have,  for  this  fifteen  years  past,  been 
mortgaged  in  Holland  for  a loan  obtained  there,  the 
interest  on  which  has  been  regularly  paid  up  to  the 
present  day.  The  funds  obtained  by  the  sale  of  the 
company’s  bonds  in  London,  have  been  employed 
in  the  banking  department  of  the  institution,  and 
certainly  at  an  unfavorable  moment.  The  last  sale 
of  the  stock  was  made  at  $7  per  share  of  $100. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

United  Slates  ban/c.  We  learn  that  the  United 
States  bank  has  already  paid  a very  considerable 
portion  of  the  debt  about  to  become  due  from  that 
institution  to  the  United  States. 

[Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says:  “We  learn  with 
pleasure  that  the  preliminary  committee  have  had 
one  or  two  meetings,  and  have  already  partially 
matured  a plan.  They  have  the  cordial  wishes  of 
every  true  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  their 
laudable  scheme.  We  learn  that,  should  this  pro- 
ject be  carried  into  effect,  passengers  who  arrive 
in  a Philadelphia  steamer  will  be  forwarded  to  Bal- 
timore or  New  York,  as  they  may  desire,  without 
additional  charge.” 

Steamers.  A meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  at  which  a com- 
mittee of  five  persons  was  appointed  to  devise  the 
best  mode  of  organizing  a company  for  establishing 
a line  of  steamers  between  that  city  and  Europe. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Philadelphia  United  States  Ga- 
zette that  the  whole  of  the  property  of  Jacob  Ridg- 
way,  esq.  on  the  Delaware,  at  Philadelphia  and 
Tenton,  and  all  his  steamboats,  and  appliances  for 
travelling  purposes,  had  been  purchased  of  him  lor 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Stephen  Girard’s  will.  The  Philadelphia  Ledger 
states  that  the  right  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to 
the  real  estate  left  by  the  late  Stephen  Girard,  is 
about  to  be  contested  by  some  relatives  of  the  de- 
ceased. Several  hearings  have  already  been  had 
before  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  a very  important  matter,  if  there 
be  any  ground  for  the  claim,  and  will  afford  a new 
subject  for  discussion,  involving,  perhaps,  as  much 
difficulty  and  delay  as  the  question  of  disposing  of 
the  estate,  according  to  the  will  of  the  testator,  has 
already  created. 

The  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal.  The  comple- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  from 
Akron  to  the  Ohio  river,  was  to  have  been  celebrat- 
ed on  the  4th  of  Aug.  1840.  Boats  will  leave  New 
Casile  in  Pennsylvania,  at  6 o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  4th,  stop  over  night  at  Warren,  and  proceed 
the  next  day  to  Akron  for  dinner,  W'here  the  festivi- 
ties will  close.  The  officers  of  the  two  states,  and 
the  citizens,  generally,  are  invited  to  attend. 

Kensington  riots.  The  attempt  to  lay  down  a 
track  of  the  Trenton  rail  road  through  the  district 
of  Kensington,  has  been  a source  of  great  discon- 
tent to  a portion  of  its  inhabitants.  Some  months 
ago,  the  workmen  of  the  company  were  compelled 
to  desist  from  their  labors  on  account  of  the  vio- 
lence manifested  towards  them,  and  a portion  of  the 
track  was  torn  up  and  destroyed.  The  case  was 
then  carried  to  the  legal  tribunals,  and  recently  the 
highest  state  court  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
court  below,  that  the  company  had  full  right  to  lay 
down  their  road.  Under  this  decision  the  work  was 
lecommenced  last  week,  but  what  was  done  during 
the  day  was  torn  up  at  night. 

The  Inquirer  of  Monday  says: — The  sheriff  hav- 
ing issued  his  proclamation,  commanding  peace  and 
good  order,  the  workmen  attempted  again  to  lay  the 
rails.  They  were,  however,  speedily  compelled  to 
desist  by  the  citizens  who  reside  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

The  police  to  the  extent  of  about  a hundred  men, 
proceeded  with  their  badges  and  maces  to  the  point 
in  dispute.  A scuffle  ensued,  paving  stones  were 
thrown  at  the  police,  and  eight  men  and  one  woman 
were  arrested  and  taken  to  Moyamensing.  This, 
however,  was  not  accomplished  without  much  dif- 
ficulty. Stones  flew  in  every  direction,  and  a num- 
ber of  persons  were  more  or  less  injured.  Amongst 
them,  we  understand,  were  Jacob  S.  Beck,  Chailes 
Sevint,  Henry  Walters,  George  Hoflner,  Samuel 
Haizell  and  John  Roy,  all  police  officers.  The  lat- 
ter was  severely  bruised. 

On  the  other  side,  Mr.  Jackson,  who  keeps  a 
store  on  Master  and  Front  streets,  was  dangerously 
wounded.  He  was  one  of  the  arrested,  and  is  in 
Moyamensing  prison.  A number  of  other  persons 
in  the  crowd  were  cut  and  bruised.  The  police 
officers  were  finally  driven  from  the  ground,  and 
compelled  to  run  for  their  lives.  The  crowd  num- 
bered seve.al  thousand  persons. 

The  Philadelphia  Ledger  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  farther  rioting  and  the  lawless  burning  of 
a house: 

The  mob  assembled  at  dark  and  made  an  attack 
upon  the  public  house  of  Mr.  Emery,  owned  by  Mr. 
Naglee,  the  president  of  the  rail  road  company. — 
The  house  stands  upon  the  line  of  Kensington  and 
the  Northern  Liberties,  and  the  road  flora  it  up- 
’s. wards  had  been  torn  up;  a number  of  boys,  from 
about  fifteen  to  eighteen,  stood  opposite  the  house 
and  with  the  stones  taken  from  the  street,  battered 
in  the  doors  and  windows.  Both  sides  of  the  street 


were  lined  with  men  who  approved  of  the  proceed- 
ings by  occasional  shouts. 

Having  broken  in  the  doors  and  windows,  they 
entered  and  the  building  soon  gave  evidence  that 
the  place  was  on  fire.  A number  of  fire  companies 
hastened  to  the  spot.  Attempts  wTere  made  to  impede 
their  progress,  but  four  or  five  of  the  engines  forced 
their  way  up  to  the  building.  The  water  was  put  on 
and  the  companies  commenced  playing,  but  they 
were  assaulted  w ith  a shower  of  stones  from  the  mob 
on  the  Kensington  3ide,  ami  several  firemen  were  in- 
jured. They  were  compelled  to  cease  their  efforts, 
or  confine  them  to  the  preservation  of  the  houses  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  The  doomed  build- 
ing, which  fortunately  stood  alone,  was  left  to  itself. 
It  was  a large  three  story  building,  with  brick  front 
and  frame  sides,  and  was  soon  wrapped  in  flames. 
Thousands  of  persons  were  drawn  to  the  spot,  and 
stood  gazing  upon  the  scene — among  them,  several 
of  the  sheriff’s  officers.  There  were  a number  of 
the  police  in  the  back  part  of  the  building,  who 
were  compelled  to  leave  it  as  the  assault  grew  more 
furious,  not,  however,  until  they  had  arrested  and 
secured  two  of  those  engaged  in  burning  the  build- 
ing. A number  of  other  arrests  were  made,  and  the 
busiest  among  them  marked.  A person  named 
John  Pedrick,  who  was  in  the  building,  had  his  head 
badly  cut.  The  building  burned  to  the  ground. 

Philadelphia,  July  31. — There  appears  to  be  no 
further  demonstration  of  violence  in  the  region  of 
(he  recent  riot.  The  North  American  soys:  “There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  energetic  course  of  the 
court  of  general  sessions  has  struck  terror  into  the 
rioters.  A number  of  them,  we  learn,  have  left 
the  county.  The  grand  jury  have  found  bills 
against  upwards  of  a dozen.  On  Thursday,  John 
S.  Painter,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Kensing- 
ton, and  a candidate  fur  nomination  for  assembly 
upon  the  Van  Buren  ticket,  was  indicted  by  the 
grand  jury  for  a riot.  He  is  accused  of  being  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  riot  which  ended  so  fearfully. 
We  understand  that  on  Wednesday  night  last  a 
body  of  our  volunteers,  under  command  of  colonel 
Murphy,  guarded  the  depot,  which  had  been  threat- 
ened with  destruction.  No  mob,  however,  made  its 
appearance.  When  the  train  from  New  York  ar- 
rived, the  passengers  were  a good  deal  surprised  to 
find  the  depot  bristling  w ith  bayonets,  and  guarded 
as  if  it  was  a beleaguered  fortress.  [IVdf.  Gaz. 

[Deferred  article .] 

Ihe  governor’s  message  on  the  Lancaster  County  Loan 
company. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 

the  commowealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  return  to  the 
senate  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  a bank  to 
be  called  the  “Lancaster  County  Loan  company,” 
without  my  sanction,  and  to  state  with  brevity  the 
reasons  that  induce  me  to  withhold  it.  This  bill 
contemplates  the  establishment  of  a new  bank,  with 
a capital  of  $500,000,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of 
Lancaster.  It  provides  for  the  payment  of  fifty  per 
centum  of  each  share  subscribed  in  gold  or  silver, 
before  the  charter  is  issued,  and  prescribes,  that  real 
estate  to  the  amount  of  the  shares  subscribed  by 
each  person  becoming  a stockholder,  shall  be  mort- 
gaged by  each  of  such  stockholders  respectively,  to 
secure  the  payment  of  the  notes,  liabilities,  &c.  of 
the  bank.  Trustees  are  designated,  to  whom  there 
mortgages  are  to  be  given,  and  by  whom  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  are  to  be  settled,  in  case  of  a forfei- 
ture of  its  charter.  Several  excellent  and  salutary 
restrictions  are  imposed  on  the  bank  proposed  to  be 
created,  and  it  seems  as  if  the  security  afforded  to 
the  public,  was  greater  than  that  presented  in  the 
banking  system  hitherto  acted  on  in  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  manifest,  however,  at  a glance,  that  this  bill 
proposes  to  commence  a new  system  of  banking  in 
this  commonwealth.  How  ever  safe  it  might  even- 
tually prove,  it  is  an  untried  experiment  here.  Si- 
milar experiments  have  been  attempted  in  other 
states  with  little  success.  But  I do  not  propose  to 
enquire  how  far  the  same  fate  is  likely  to  attend  the 
measure  in  this  state.  I express  no  opinion  on  that 
point.  Nor  do  I intend  to  follow  out  the  details  of 
the  bill,  and  specify  what  might  be  regarded  as 
omissions  and  imperfections,  even  admitting  Ihe  ge- 
neral principle  of  the  proposed  system  to  be  correct. 
This  would  require  a more  thorough  investigation 
of  the  details,  both  of  this  bill  and  of  similar  systems 
in  those  states  where  they  have  been  established, 
than  I have  either  the  time,  or  the  means  to  give  the 
.subject  at  the  present  moment.  I shall,  therefore, 
rest  my  objections  on  grounds  of  a geneial  nature, 
that  render  them  at  this  time  imperative  and  insnpa- 
rable. 

There  are  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  “the  Far- 
mers’bank  of  Lancaster,”  “the  Lancaster  Benk,” 
“the  Columbia  Bank  and  Bridge  company,”  the 
“branch  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,”  having  to- 


gether a capital  of  about  $2,000,000,  and  employing 
about  $1,350,000,  besides  $10,000  paiu  in  ot  the  ca" 
pital  of  the  Saving  Institution.  The  county  of  Lan- 
caster is  emphatically  an  agricultural  county.  It  is 
celebrated  throughout  the  whole  union  lor  the  ferti- 
lity of  its  soil,  and  the  skill,  piudence  and  industry 
of  those  w ho  till  it.  I cannot  perceive  any  necessi- 
ty for  the  establishment  of  another  bank,  with  a ca- 
pital of  half  a million  of  dollais  in  that  county.  I 
cannot  learn  after  the  most  careful  inquiry,  that  such 
necessity  exists.  A considerable  portion  of  the  ca- 
pital alieady  incorporated,  has  never  been  called 
in.  The  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lancaster  have 
now  their  full  share  of  banks,  and  I cannot  reconcile 
it  to  my  sense  of  duty  to  assent  to  the  creation  of 
another. 

The  time  at  which  it  is  asked,  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  is  also  unpropitious.  I 
could  not  bring  my  mind  to  the  approval  of  any  bill 
incorporating  a new  bank,  without  the  most  unde- 
niable necessity  requiring  it,  at  any  time,  and  more 
especially,  at  a time  when  the  banks  of  this  com- 
monwealth, already  existing  fail  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements with  the  public,  and  survive  only  y suf. 
lerance. 

There  are  in  Pennsy  lvania  fifty. two  banks  with 
an  aggregate  capital  ol  $60,000,000  or  thereabouts. 
Until  they  resume  specie  payments— answer  ifie 
end  for  which  they  were  established,  and  ihe  in- 
crease of  business  renders  it  apparent  that  thev  are 
inadequate  to  supply  the  wants  ol  the  community, 
I shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  resist  any  additions’ 
to  the  number.  Should  further  experience,  how- 
ever, show,  that  the  existing  banking  system  is  loo 
defective  to  be  modified  and  brought  into  a slate  of 
soundness  and  stability,  it  will  then  become  a ques- 
tion of  the  deepest  moment,  how  it  shall  be  substi- 
tuted by  another,  if  another  be  deemed  advisable. 
In  the  meantime,  while  the  system  already  establish- 
ed remains,  it  appeals  to  me  to  be  Ihe  duty  of  all 
departments  of  the  government  to  put  lorth  every 
possible  effort  to  correct  the  evils  ol  it,  and  perfect 
the  system  by  such  modifications  and  restrictions  as 
experience  and  judicious  reflection  point  out  lobe 
necessary.  So  far  as  depends  upon  me,  I shall  con- 
tinue while  entrusted  with  executive  functions  to 
press  the  subject  on  the  consideration  of  Ihe  legis- 
lature, w ith  all  the  earnestness  in  my  power,  until 
the  great  ends  of  whoiesoine  bank  restriction’s  and 
reform  are  substantially  secured.  The  recommen- 
dations contained  in  my  annual  message  were  made 
upon  the  fullest  consideration,  and  I am  more  and 
more  persuaded  that  the  adoption  of  them  would 
exert  a very  salutary  and  beneficial  influence.  And 
without  intending  in  the  remotest  degree  to  ques- 
tion the  correctness  of  the  opinion  of  Ihe  legislature 
on  the  subject,  I cannot  allow  the  occasion  to  pass 
by  without  expressing  my  sincere  regret,  though  in 
terms  ol  the  most  perfect  respect,  that  they  have  not 
thought  proper,  or  found  it  convenient,  to  adopt  those 
recommendations  on  this  subject. 

I am  fully  aware  of  the  obstacles  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  carrying  those  measures  into  etfoct.  I 
know  the  difficulty  of  changing  and  modifying  the 
fundamental  mles  and  regulations  of  so  many,  and 
such  power! ul  banking  institutions  as  we  have  in 
this  commonwealth,  is  great.  I know  that  habit 
long  settled,  a reluctance  to  change  what  is  suppos- 
ed to  be  well  understood,  and  a belief  that  the  evds 
complained  of  will  soon  cure  the,,  selves,  all  con- 
spire to  augment  the  difficulty  and  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  reform.  These  difficulties  will,  I trust, 
soon  yield  to  Ihe  influence  of  reason  and  experi- 
ence—but  should  they  prove  powerful  enough  to 
prevent  Ihe  passing  of  laws  making  the  essential 
and  thorough  reform  called  lor  in  Ihe  charters  of 
all  the  banks  collectively  there  is  still  a slows  but 
a sure  method  left  of  attaining  the  same  desirable 
result. 

The  charters  of  the  several  banks  in  this  com- 
monwealth expire  at  different  peiiods  between  the 
present  time  and  the  year  1866.  Within  ten  years 

the  charter  of  twenty-nine  expire,  and  the  remain- 
ing twenty  two  at  different  times  between  that  and 
1866.  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  all  the  banks  in  the 
commonwealth,  cannot  be  readily  brought  under 
the  efficient  and  thorough  influence  of’reform  at 
once,  Ihe  right  course  is  to  regulate,  restrict  and 
control  them,  as  effectually  as  we  can  in  the  aggre- 
gate, and  as  new  applications  for  the  renewal  of  jlieir 
charters,  or  for  the  establishment  of  additional  banks 
occur,  to  grant  those  applications  only  on  such 
teiins  as  will  fully  secure  the  safely  of  ihe  institu- 
tions renewed  or  created,  and  the  rights  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Let  this  determination  be  rigidly  adhered  to,  and 
in  a few  years,  w e shall  accomplish  all  that  is  found 
impracticable  at  once.  A new  system,  sounder 
and  belter  lhan  the  old  one,  w iU  giadually  take 
its  place  and,  as  I believe  will  in  a few  years  com- 
pel all  the  banks  of  which  the  charters  expire  at 
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the  most  remote  periods,  to  solicit  the  same  modi- 
fication of  their  charters,  before  they  expire  or  be 
destroyed  in  the  estimation  and  confidence  of  the 
public. 

The  character  of  banks,  like  that  of  individuals, 
in  business,  is  the  very  life  blood  of  their  usefulness 
and  power.  Not  only  must  their  character  for  in- 
tegrity and  solvency  of  condition,  be  untarnished 
and  unsuspected  in  itself,  but  it  must  stand  the  test 
successfully  in  comparison  with  that  of  others.  If 
it  does  not,  the  bank  or  the  individual  is  destined  to 
a speedy  downfall.  The  operation  of  this  principle 
requires  little  illustration.  In  the  case  of  the  banks 
it  is  obvious,  that  those  banks  established  on  the  safe 
and  sound  basis  of  reform,  will  deserve  and  enjoy 
the  highest  confidence  of  the  public.  They  will 
soon  draw  from  the  olliets'their  deposites  and  busi- 
ness, and  thus  pave  the  way  for  their  ultimate  pros- 
tration, unless  they  present  to  the  public  the  same 
security  ol  organization.  I cannot,  therefore,  hesi- 
tate in  believing,  that  whatever  resistance  is  offered 
to  the  progress  of  reform,  as  a general  measure  of 
legislation  affecting  all  the  banks  in  this  common- 
wealth, immediately,  the  complete  triumph  of  those 
who  advocate  it,  is  neither  very  distant,  nor  in  the 
least  degree  doubtful.  It  is  only  for  the  legislature 
to  commence  the  work  in  good  earnest;  it  will  by 
its  own  impulse  surmount  every  impediment,  and 
nature  itself.  Had  this  bank  proposed  to  be  created, 
been  a renewal  of  a former  charter,  or  in  the  place 
of  a bank  that  had  formerly  existed,  it  would  have 
stood  on  different  ground.  The  salutary  restrictions 
in  the  bill  would  have  given  it  a title  to  respect,  they 
would  have  constituted  at  least  one  step  in  the  way 
of  reforming  our  system  of  banking.  This  institu- 
tion would  have  been  marked  as  the  beginning  of  a 
new  era — not,  indeed  when  our  system  is  reduced 
to  perfection,  but  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  ap- 
proach it. 

I have  already  stated,  as  I believe,  that  there  is 
enough,  if  not  more  than  enough  bank  capital  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster  for  all  useful  purposes.  Under 
such  circumstances,  should  an  additional  bank  be 
created  there  professedly  resting  on  sounder  princi- 
ples of  incorporation  than  the  banks  now  in  exist- 
ence, what  would  be  the  inevitable  result?  Why, 
at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  and  at  succeed- 
ing sessions,  that  body  would  be  literally  besieged 
with  applications  from  other  counties  for  similar  in- 
stitutions. The  amount  of  bank  capital  already  ex- 
isting would  not  be  reduced,  nor  would  it  afford  any 
available  objection  to  granting  these  applications,  for 
this  very  case  would  be  pleaded  as  a precedent — few 
counties,  if  any,  can  be  found  where  the  bank  ca- 
pital bears  a greater  proportion  to  business,  than  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster — and  the  legislature  would 
be  told,  with  great  force  of  truth  that  there  was  as 
much  reason  in  those  counties  lor  additional  banks, 
as  in  the  counly  of  Lancaster.  It  requires  but  little 
experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  woild,  to  enable  ns 
to  predict  the  issue.  Should  argument  tail,  combi- 
nation of  interest  would  be  all-powerful,  and  we 
most  probably,  would  see  re  enacted  the  scenes 
which  followed  the  incorporation  of  the  litter  of 
banks  of  1814.  The  new  banks  created,  however 
sound  in  themselves,  would  speedily  come  in  colli- 
sion witti  the  banks  now  existing  in  superabundance, 
and  a general  crush  must  ensue.  Can  any  person 
who  remembers  the  events  of  1814,  T5,  ’16  and  ’17, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  ijself,  desire  to  see 
them  repeated?  Wide  spread  ruin  and  desolation 
marked  the  flourishing  inhabitants  of  that  county 
for  their  prey.  Prosperous  and  wealthy  farmers 
were  reduced  to  beggary  in  a few  months.  The 
spirit  of  wild  and  reckless  speculation  infected  the 
whole  mass  of  the  community — property  fell  more 
than  one-half  in  value  in  2 or  3 years — upwards  of 
a third  of  all  the  real  estate  in  that  county  changed 
hands  within  that  period,  either  under  the  immedi- 
ate pressure  of  necessity,  or  the  hammer  of  the 
sheriff.  No  person  can  survey  those  scenes  at  this 
distant  day,  without  the  deepest  feelings  ol  asto- 
nishment and  regret.  Let  us  not  contribute  to  repro- 
duce them.  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Ido 
not  suppose  that  this  deplorable  state  ol  things  would 
be  occasioned  by  signing  this  bill  alone.  It  is  the 
example  I fear.  It  is  the  stimulant  it  would  furnish 
to  that  most  contagious  of  all  things,  inconsiderate 
speculation,  prompted  by  the  inordinate  cupidity  of 
man.  It  is  because  the  step,  it  once  taken,  cannot 
be  easily  retraced. 

The  experiment  proposed  to  be  tried  by  the  crea- 
tion of  this  bank,  if  a good  one,  can  be  made  at  a 
more  propitious  time,  and  in  a more  suitable  man- 
ner. I shall  most  cheerfully  co-operate  with  the 
legislature  then,  in  improving  our  banking  system. 
When,  hereafter,  charters  are  proposed  to  be  renew- 
ed, if  they  aie  deemed  necessary,  or  if  by  forfeiture 
of  their  charters,  or  by  other  means,  banks  cease  to 
exist,  and  others,  are  required  by  the  wants  of  the 
people,  let  them  be  incorporated  only  on  such  terms 


as  may  be  found  most  safe  and  expedient — whether 
those  that  this  bill  contains,  be  such  as  would 
answer  this  end,  can  be  determined  at  the  proper 
time. 

I cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  augmenting 
our  present  enormous  banking  capital  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  or  elsewhere.  It  does  not  seem  to  me, 
that  it  is  called  for  by  the  demands  of  business,  nor 
by  any  other  consideration  of  sound  policy.  The 
mania  for  stock  speculation  appears  to  have  had  its 
day.  Money  is seekingofher  investments,  in  which, 
if  the  anticipations  of  those  who  embark  are  less 
brilliant,  the  certainty  on  which  they  rely  is  tenfold 
greater.  This  change  it  is  confidently  believed  is 
for  the  better;  it  is  the  precursor  of  reformation  and 
amendment,  and  justifies  rational  expectations  of 
improvement  in  our  condition,  that  could  scarcely 
have  bpen  realised  while  we  were  driving  onward 
ir.  our  late  rash  and  headlong  career.  Patience,  per- 
severance and  unshaken  firmness  in  the  dicharge  of 
then'  respective  duties,  by  the  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive departments  of  the  government,  are  all  that 
is  now  wanting  to  correct  the  evils  under  wdiich  we 
suffer,  and  to  prevent  their  recurrence  in  future. 
Create  no  additional  banks — renew  the  charter  of 
none  but  those  that  are  indispensable,  and  those  on 
terms  of  rigid  security — hold  them,  one  and  all,  to 
a strict  accountability  under  the  laws;  extend  no 
further  special  indulgences,  strengthen  the  guards 
upon  them,  and  increase  the  restrictions;  let  these 
principles  be  sacredly  observed  in  our  legislation, 
and  we  shall  soon  see  the  monetary  institutions  of 
this  commonwealth  restored  to  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  standing  proudly  erect  among  those  of 
the  sister  states,  as  the  firmest  and  most  faithful  to 
their  engagements.  If  they  cannot  and  do  not  occupy 
this  position  before  the  world,  they  are  unworthy  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  ought  to  give  place  to  those  that 
will  reflect  no  discredit  on  the  great  state  to  which 
they  are  indebted  for  their  existence. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  chamber,  Hatrisburg,  June  11,  1840. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Election.  The  general  election  for  governor  and 
members  of  the  state  legislature  takes  place  in  this 
state  on  different  days  in  different  counties,  in  order 
to  accommodate  the  courts.  Most  of  the  counties 
vote  on  the  13th  instant,  but  some  have  already  held 
their  elections,  and  we  have  the  following  returns 
of  the  result: 

Granville  county. 


Adm. 

Whig. 

Jas.  Wyche, 

360  | W.  N.  Johnson,  365 

Commons. 

E.  Hesten, 

798 

R.  B.  Gilliam,  906 

W.  Young, 

777 

H.  L.  Robards,  874 

S.  Beasley, 

698 

Dr.  J.  A.  Russell,  869 

Governor. 

Saunders, 

760 

Moorehead,  873 

Sheriff- 

T.  T.  Cook, 

617 

L.  Gilliam,  1,000 

Franklin  county. 

John  D.  Hawkins,  senate;  Young,  Patterson  and 
Thomas  Howerton,  commons — all  administration 
and  no  change.  PqI! — Hawkins  939,  Levin  Perry 
108,  Patterson  6S9,  Howerton  634,  John  E.  Tho- 
mas (IV.)  426,  Geo.  Davis  (W.)  154.  For  gover- 
nor, Saunders  636,  Morehead  383.  Gustin  Perry, 
sheriff'. 

Warren  county. 

Weldon  N.  Edwards,  senate;  Wm.  Eaton,  jr.  and 
John  H.  Hawkins,  commons,  without  opposition. — 
The  vote  for  governor  was,  Saunder  705,  More- 
head  88. 

Pitt  county. 

Gen.  Alfred  Moye,  senate;  J.  L.  Foreman,  Isaac 
Joiner,  (Whigs) — no  cbangfe.  Morehead’s  majori- 
ty 108. 

So  far,  the  whigs  gain  one  member  of  the  legis- 
lature from  Granville  county,  and  the  other  counties 
stand  as  they  were.  The  following  statement  ex- 
hibits the 

Vote  for  governor. 

, 1840 « , 1836 , 

Morehead.  Saunders. 


Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Edgecomb, 

Ill 

1,298 

71 

1,191 

Pitt,  rnj 

. 109 

mj.  28 

Franklin, 

383 

636 

308 

564 

Granville, 

873 

760 

977 

391 

Warren, 

88 

705 

92 

673 

Nash, 

73 

782 

102 

689 

Washington, 345  mj. 

305  mj 

1,982 

4,181 

1,855 

3,526 

1,982 

1,855 

2.199 

1,671 

1,671 
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LOUISIANA. 

Election.  The  general  result  of  the  election  is 
ascertained,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  the  par- 
ticulars. In  the  third  congressional  district  Mr. 
Moore,  the  whig  candidate,  is  elected  by  a majori- 
ty over  Mr.  Winn  (adinr. ) of  from  35  to  65,  ac- 
cording to  different  accounts. 

To  the  senate — nine  administration  and  eight 
whigs  are  elected.  In  the  house  the  whigs  have  a 
majority  of  six — and  will  therefore  be  in  majority 
on  joint  ballot. 

The  aggregate  whig  majority  in  the  state  is 
about  2,100. 

FLORIDA. 

Florida  army.  The  army  now  consists  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  3d  artillery,  and  6th  and 
7th  infantry,  and  are  stationed  at  the  following 
places:  dragoons,  head  quarters  of  regiment  at  Fort 
Heileman.  3d  artillery,  head  quarters  of  regiment 
at  St.  Augustine.  2d  infantry,  head  quarters  of  re- 
giment at  Fort  King.  6th  infantry,  head  quarters 
of  regiment  at  Tampa  Bay.  7th  infantry,  head 
quarters  of  regiment  at  Micanopy. 

St.  Augustine,  E.  F.  July  31,  1840 — 9 o'clock,  A. 
M.  We  are  informed  that  a detachment  of  2d  dra- 
goons were  sent  out  to  destroy  the  corn  on  the 
Wekiwa,  belonging  to  the  enemy;  and  that  the  crop 
being  too  matured  for  destruction,  the  men  were 
engaged  in  collecting  it  for  furture  use.  Two  men 
who  had  been  left  in  charge  of  horses  were  fired 
upon  and  killed,  and  the  enemy  captured  10  horses. 

A soldier  was  found  drowned  yesterday,  near  the 
north  city  beach.  He  had  been  insane. 

[Charleston  Cour. 


THE  REV.  THEOBALD  MATHEW. 

Mr.  Mathew  was  born  in  the  year  1789,  at  Tho- 
mastown  House,  the  seat  of  the  earl  of  Llandati!  in 
the  county  of  Cork.  When  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  entered  Kilkenny  college,  where,  having 
completed  the  usual  course  ot  studies,  he  took  or- 
ders as  a Franciscan  frair.  On  leaving  college,  he 
fixed  his  residence  at  Cork,  where  in  a short  time 
he  earned  a high  reputation  by  the  zeal  with  which 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  powers  as  a pulpit 
orator.  To  enumerate  the  services  which  he  ren- 
dered to  his  fellow  citizens,  particularly  the  humble 
classes  of  them,  is  a task  agreeable  in  itself,  but  one 
which  would  require  more  time  and  space  than  we 
can  afford  lo  bestow.  Let  it  be  sufficient  to  say, 
that  he  has  spent  the  last  five  and  twenty  years  in 
continual  exertions  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the 
poor  in  his  neighborhood,  to  raise  them  from  the 
state  of  moral  and  physical  degradation  to  which 
they  had  been  reduced.  Never,  during  that  time, 
was  an  attempt  to  effect  any  of  the  great  ends  of 
charity,  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  feed  the  hungry, 
to  clothe  the  naked,  that  did  not  either  originate  with 
him,  or  at  least  receive  his  most  ardent  support. 
He  never  stopped  to  inquire  whether  such  an  attempt 
originated  with  a Protestant  or  Catholic;  he  required 
but  to  be  told  that  its  object  was  to  confer  a benefit 
on  his  fellow  man. 

By  such  a course  of  life,  Mr.  Mathew  gained,  in 
a short  time,  an  unbounded  influence  over  the  minds 
of  the  surrounding  poor.  About  two  years  ago  it 
was  suggested  to  him,  by  a few  benevolent  indivi- 
duals, who  attempted  to  establish  total  abstinence  in 
Cork,  that  he  could  not  better  employ  his  talents  and 
influence  than  in  reclaiming  the  humble  classes  of 
his  fellow  citizens  from  the  vice  of  drunkenness, 
which  prevailed  at  the  time  to  a frightful  extent 
amongst  them.  He  embraced  the  proposal  without 
hesitation.  About  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1838,  he  formed  the  first  total  abslinence  society. 
The  temperance  movement,  like  all  great  revolu- 
tions, has  grown  from  small  beginnings.  For  several 
months  alter  the  first  society  was  established,  the 
number  of  its  members  scarcely  exceeded  fiye  hun- 
dred. 

In  October  last,  he  commenced  his  tour  through 
the  south  of  Ireland,  visiting  Limerick,  Waterford, 
Dungarvor,  Clonmel,  Killarney,  Tallow,  Galway, 
Loughrea,  Dublin,  Wexford,  and  several  other  places, 
addressing  the  people  and  administering  the  pledge 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  that  intoxicates,  to  im- 
mense masses  of  men  and  women  who  flocked  around 
him.  Not  less  than  one  million,  it  is  now  supposed, 
have  received  the  pledge  from  his  hand,  and  among 
these  not  more  than  one  hundred  have  resigned  it 
back.  His  toil  has  been  unremilted,  and  his  deport- 
ment such  as  became  the  Christian  and  the  man. 
The  blessings  of  thousands  who  were  perishing,  is 
upon  him. 

His  immediate  family  consists  of  four  brothers 
and  a sister.  One  of  these  brothers,  Mr.  Thomas 
Mathew,  is  the  proprietor  of  a large  distillery  at 
Castlelake,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary.  Two  others, 
Charles  and  John,  have  shares  in  this  establishment, 
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and  liave  property  embarked  in  it  to  a considerable 
amount.  Each  of  these  has  suffered  more  by  the 
present  movement  than  perhaps  any  other  pefsons 
in  Ireland.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  sister,  Gertrude 
Mathew,  is  married  to  another  extensive  distiller, 
Mr.  Hackett,  of  Middleton,  countv  of  Cork.  Mr. 
Charles  Mathew  is  married  to  Miss  Hackett.  whose 
fortune  is  embarked  in  the  Middleton  distillery. 
Thus,  there  is  not  a single  member  of  his  family  on 
whom  he  has  not  inflicted  a serious  injury  by  his 
advocacy  of  temperance.  Mr.  Mathew  is  somewhat 
under  the  middle  size — we  should  say  about  five  feet 
eight — somewhat  corpulent,  but  not  .so  as  to  render 
him  in  any  degree  inactive.  In  his  countenance 
there  is  a peculiar  expression  of  benevolence.  We 
will  undertake  to  say,  that  no  one  ever  yet  sat  for  an 
hour  in  his  company,  and  left  it  his  enemy.  His 
maimers  are  simple  and  unaffected,  his  conversation 
always  interesting,  often  instructive. 

The  foregoing  sketch  of  the  apostle  of  tempe- 
rance in  Ireland  may  partially  gratify  a proper  curi- 
osity to  know  something  ot  the  life  of  a man,  whose 
labors  improve  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of 
his  countrymen,  are  an  earnest  of  a revolution  not 
dreamed  of  by  Eininett  or  his  compatriots. — One  mil- 
lion of  persons  have  already  solemnly  promised  to 
abstain  from  all  intoxicating  drinks.  The  statistics 
of  the  distilleries  and  spirit  shops,  the  diminution  of 
the  revenue  from  the  sale  of  liquors,  proved  theirgood 
faith.  One  million  of  persons  in  oppressed  Ireland, 
who  have  felt  for  their  wrongs  and  their  own  degra- 
dation, but  who  have  never  thought  of  the  remedy, — 
one  million  of  persons  have  promised  now  to  think  lor 
themselves.  The  million  will  soon  be  two,  three, 
many  millions.  And  what  then,  when  many  mil- 
lions in  whom  drunkenness  has  lulled  the  true  soul 
of  freedom,  shall  be  roused  from  their  brutish  torpor 
to  the  full  sense  of  their  rights,  and  the  will  and  the 
daring  to  assert  them!  What  will  then  come  to  pass 
it  is  not  difficult  to  foretell. — There  will  be  no  rebel- 
lion, no  blood  shed,  if  the  work  proceeds  as  it  should. 
As  quietly  as  the  emancipation  act  was  passed,  and 
possibly,  too,  through  tory  influence,  all  the  de- 
mands oi  Ireland  at  liie  hands  of  the  British  govern- 
ment will  be  satisfied.  The  arms  of  the  gr“.at  body 
of  the  people  have  been  long  nerveless  through  in 
tempeiance,  and  a feeble  chain  could  bind  them. 
But  when  in  its  sober  and  conscious  strength  the 
nation  shall  stretch  lorth  its  hand  and  demand  anew 
charter,  there  will  be  none  so  rash  as  to  dispise  the 
claim.  This  expectation  is  not  ours  only.  A year 
ago,  when  temperance  pledges  were  recommended 
to  the  people  of  England,  in  qrder  that  sobriety 
might  aid  the  cause  of  national  reform,  the  organs 
of  the  existing  system  denounced  temperance  prin- 
ciples as  too  sure  a step  to  popular  enlightenment  and 
the  successful  rtsult  of  popular  opposition.  When 
the  temperance  societies  went  in  procession  last 
summer,  to  Exeter  Hill  in  London,  and  there  held  a 
meeting,  they  were  assailed  by  journals  of  the  high- 
est  political  standing  with  such  redicule  and  oblo- 
quy, that,  had  the  members  been  naked  bacchanals 
of  the  Grecian  school,  observing  through  the  streets 
the  beastly  orgies  of  pagan  worship  to  the  god  of 
drunkenness,  tue  exhibition  could  not  have  been 
noticed  with  more  rancorous  satire.  It  ili  becomes 
republicans  not  to  sympathise  with  the  oppressed  of 
the  land;  and  it  as  ill  accords  with  a knowledge  of 
human  nature  to  believe  that  men  will  not  obtain 
their  rights  when  they  understand  them  dispassion- 
ately, assert  them  firmly,  and  feel  that  they  have  the 
power,  if  force  be  needed,  to  wrest  them  from  the 
wrongful  holder. 

Thus  will  it  be  the  splendid  privilege  of  Mathew 
to  redeem  a people  from  two-lold  bondage; — the 
bondage  of  a hydra-like  vice,  and  the  bondage  of 
bad  government.  France  is  now  about  to  bring  the 
remains  of  Napoleon  lo  her  capital  to  be  placed  be- 
neath a royal  monument  with  funeral  pomp  and  eu- 
logy, and  doubtless,  too,  with  the  tears  of  myraids 
of  mourners.  If  the  memory  of  him,  for  whom 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  brave  men  perished,  have 
this  meed  in  this  age,  what  shall  be  a tribute  to  his 
desert,  who  is  destined  to  be  the  saviour  of  innumera- 
bly more  than  were  sacrificed  for  the  conqueror’s 
questionable  glory;  This  generation  may  still  be 
dazzled  by  its  lactitious  blaze,  but  posterity  will  re- 
joice in  the  milder  and  more  genial  light  of  that  vir- 
tuous intelligence  which  is  displayed  for  the  im- 
provement and  happiness  of  the  race. 

[Nut.  Gazette. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Dinner  to  gen.  Van  Rensselaer.  A public 
dinner  was  given  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  2d  of  July 
to  general  Solomon  Van  Ransselear,  as  a testi- 
mony of  respect  to  a distinguished  veteran  of  two 
wars,  at  winch  the  mayor  of  the  city  presided.  At 
this  dinner  the  following  touts  were  drank  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm: 

1.  The  president  of  {he  United  Slates. 


2.  The  next  president  of  the  United  Stales — Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison. 

3.  The  old.  thirteen  states — The  mother  of  the  new 
thirteen;  cradled  themselves  in  the  principles  of  li- 
berty, they  cemented  by  their  glorious  constitution 
the  rights  asserted  in  their  revolutionary  struggle. 

4.  The  new  thirteen  stales — The  daughters  of  the 
old  thirteen;  like  their  mothers  in  days  of  yore,  they 
despise  at  once  the  seductions  of  corrupt  influence 
and  t he  terrors  of  arbitrary  power. 

5.  The  people  of  the  United  Stales — Let  them  “do 
their  own  fighting  and  their  own  voting ,”  and  all  will 
be  well. 

(i.  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselear — Our  distin- 
guished guest.  His  wounds  at  Maumee  and  Queens- 
town attest  his  valor  in  two  wars.  Ohio  owes  him  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude,  which  we  delight  this  day  to 
acknowledge. 

7.  Kentucky — The  blood  of  her  sons  was  poured 
out  like  water  in  the  war  to  maintain  the  freedom  of 
the  citizens:  she  will  not  fail  to  honor  the  noble,  the 
gallant  chief  who  so  often  led  them  to  victory  and 
glory. 

8.  Ohio — The  young  giant  ot  the  west;  she,  too, 
will  rally  around  the  standard  of  her  “first  delegate” 
who,  at  Maumee  and  Fort  Meigs,  signalized  his  own 
name  in  the  protection  of  her  frontier. 

9.  New  Yoik — First  in  number — first  in  wealth — 
first  in  enterprise;  may  she  be  the  first  at  the  polls  in 
November  in  support  of  sound  principles. 

10.  The  northwestern  armies  of  1794  and  1813 — 
The  one  closed  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  other 
suffered  and  triumphed  in  the  second  war  of  inde- 
pendence. 

11.  Cincinnati — Ths  seat  of  old  “Fort  Washing- 
ton,” now  the  seat  of  industry  and  the  arts;  her  en- 
terprising citizens  will  honor,  for  his  civil  virtues, 
the  venerated  chief  whom  her  soldiers,  when  a fron- 
tier fortress,  delighted  to  ob-y. 

12.  Our  country — Glorious  in  war,  more  illustrious 
in  peace,  the  example  and  hope  of  nations;  may  her 
honor  and  prosperity  be  immortal. 

13.  The  fair — Their  smile3  the  reward  of  the  sol- 
dier and  statesman;  their  councils  the  foundation  ol 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  youth  of  the  nation. 

After  the  sixth  toast  was  read,  gen.  Van  Rensse- 
laer returned  his  thanks  for  the  compliment  by  the 
following  remarks,  which  were  read  by  bis  friend 
col.  Pendleton  in  consequence  of  gen.  Van  Rensse- 
laer's voice  having  been  impaired  by  the  wound  in 
the  lungs  received  at  the  battle  of  Maumee: 

Gentlemen: — I am  altogether  unaccustomed  to 
public  speaking:  my  life  has  been  one  of  actions  ra- 
ther than  words;  my  hand  more  conversant  with  the 
sword  than  the  pen.  I cannot,  however,  suffer  the 
sentiment  which  you  have  just  given  to  pass  without 
the  expression  of  m37  most  grateful  acknowledgment. 
While  that  sentiment,  gentlemen,  received  with  so 
much  cordiality,  is  justly  flattering  to  the  pride  of  an 
old  soldier,  it  recalls  events  and  scenes  productive 
of  other  and  better  emotions.  Your  allusion  to  the 
Mauinee  carries  me  back  to  the  year  1792,  when  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  with  the  cominis 
sion  of  gpneral  Washington  in  my  pocket,  and  I 
trust,  some  share  of  his  principles  in  my  bosom,  I 
first  landed  in  Cincinnati.  And  what  a mighty 
change  had  been  wrought  in  that  short  period!  What 
higher  eulogy  can  be  passed  upon  the  enlightened 
enterprise  of  }’our  people  than  the  simple  fact  that 
the  humble  individual  who  now  addresses  you  saw 
the  site  of  your  nolle  city,  when  there  were  no 
houses,  but  a few  rudely  constructed  log  cabins  along 
the  bank  of  your  river,  and  the  challenge  of  the  sen- 
tinels on  the  parapet  of  old  Fort  Washington  alone 
interrupted  the  universal  silence.  The  line  of  the 
canal  was  (lien  our  northern  frontier,  beyond  which 
the  lurking  Indian  made  it  unsafe  to  penetrate;  and 
the  pursuit  of  a stray  horse  among  this  magnificent 
amphitheatre  of  hillssurrounding  your  city  was  con- 
ducted with  little  of  the  pomp,  to  be  sure,  but  much 
of  the  precaution  of  a military  incursion.  With  the 
exception  ofa  few  old  settlements  on  the  Wabash  and 
Mississippi,  whose  inhabitants  had  become  incorpo- 
rated with  the  surrounding  Indian  tribes,  there  were 
no  white  men  in  the  whole  northwest  territory,  com- 
prising now  your  great  state  and  the  states  of  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Michigan  and  Wiskonsin  territory. — 
The  roaming  Indian  alone  possessed  it.  Where  are 
they  now?  They  are  gone,  like  the  falling  leaves  of 
their  own  bounless  forests;  but  unlike  those  leaves, 
no  reviving  spring  shall  witness  their  return.  Such 
was  Cincinnati.  What  is  it  now,  after  the  lapse  of 
forty-eight  years?  I was  indebted  to  the  politeness 
of  the  Mechanics’  Institute  for  an  invitation  to  their 
fair  last  evening,  ami  had  I a catalogue  of  the  arti- 
cles there  exhibited  I would  produce  it  as  the  most 
eloquent  and  comprehensive  answer  to  the  interest- 
ing question:  “What  is  Cincinnati  now?”  The  ex- 
quisite symmetry  and  beauty  of  the  various  articles 
bore  ample  testimony  to  the  skill  of  your  workers  in 
wood,  and  in  brass,  and  in  iron,  while  nothing  can 


exceed  the  good  taste  exhibited  in  the  many  orna- 
mental specimens  of  the  institute. 

I cannot,  however,  omit  to  remark,  and,  if  it  will 
not  be  considered  invidious,  to  commend,  the  vast 
proportion  in  which  the  useful  exceeds  the  merely 
ornamental.  The  combined  effect  of  the  whole  ex- 
hibition forces  upon  the  mind  the  reflection  that  he 
who  would  discover  the  secret  of  the  unparalleled 
growth  of  Cincinnati,  and  its  comparative  exemp- 
tion from  the  general  embarrassment  of  the  times, 
must  seek  it  in  her  workshops  and  in  her  factories. 

From  this  balcony,  fellow  citizens,  my  eye  rests 
upon  the  giound  where  it  was  my  daily  duly  to  ma- 
noeuvre my  troops;  and  when  I recal  the  scene  as  it 
then  existed,  and  compare  it  with  what  I now  see,  it 
fills  me  with  emotions  which  no  language  is  auequate 
toexpress.  The  thoughtless  inconsideration  of  youth 
is  proverbially  short-sighted;  but  what  imagination 
could  then  have  bodied  loiih  the  grand  realities 
which  now  surround  us?  The  enclosures  ol  some 
dozen  miserable  huts.  Fort  Washington  and  the  low 
ground,  on  what  is  now  Columbia  street,  then  called 
Hob-on’s  Choice,  were  the  only  points  which  had 
been  cleared  ol  the  forest.  Your  handsome  private 
buildings,  3’our  noble  public  school  houses,  yourmag- 
nifieent  churches  have  succeeded,  and  a log  cabin  is 
not  to  be  found  within  the  bounds  of  your  tair  city, 
except  as  an  appropriate  emblem  of  the  youthful  ar- 
dor, the  indomitable  spirit,  the  pure  and  disinterest- 
ed public  viriue,  winch  through  years  of  toil  and 
danger,  such  as  they  only  can  conceive  who  have 
felt  them,  have  watched  over  the  infant  settlement 
of  the  great  west,  and  protected  the  log  cabins  and 
their  hardy  and  adventurous  inmates  from  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping  knife  of  the  relentless  savage. 

At  this  period  I first  became  acquainted  with  Har- 
rison; he  nineteen  years  old,  and  I one  3'ear  younger. 
We  were,  for  a long  time,  the  youngest  officers  in 
the  array,  and  I am  happy  to  say,  at  this  distant  pe- 
riod, that  the  friendship  thus  formed  upon  youthful 
sympathies  and  congenial  dispositions  proved  too 
strong  for  time  and  absense,  and  we  met  in  New 
York  iii  1827,  alter  a separation  of  thirty  years,  the 
same  warm  Inends  as  we  had  parted  on  this  spot  in 
’97.  This  period  recalls  to  my  mind  the  inaugura- 
tion ol  the  elder  Adams,  and  with  it  the  charge  against 
Harrison  ol  '‘ancient  federalism.”  1 am  a living  wit- 
ness that,  at  the  period  to  which  I refer,  the  charge 
was  without  the  slightest  foundation.  The  republi- 
can principles  of  Harrison  were  then  as  well  known 
as  his  eliivalric  spirit  and  lie  had  no  superior  in  either. 
It  has  been  reserved  for  the  politicians  of  the  present 
day  even  while  surrounded  by  the  monuments  of  his 
civil  and  military  virtues,  to  question  both.  Gene- 
ral Wayne  was  a severe  disciplinarian  as  well  as  an 
able  general  and  a gallant  soldier.  He  exacted  the 
most  punctilious  conformity  to  all  the  rules  of  mili- 
tary life;  particularly  did  he  exhibit  himself,  and  re- 
quire his  staff  to  exhibit,  a constant  example  of  the 
conduct  he  required  of  others.  Brave,  temperate, 
and  laborious  himself,  lie  selected  bis  staff  lor,  qua- 
lities similar  to  his  own.  Of  such  a mililary  family 
thus  organized,  Harrison  became  a member  in  the 
confidential  relation  of  aid-de-camp.  The  delicate 
duties  of  that  responsible  station  he  performed,  not 
only  with  the  entire  approbation  of  Wayne,  but  the 
satisfaction  of  every  officer  in  the  army  with  whom 
his  duties  brought  him  into  almost  daily  intercourse; 
and  such  was  his  uniform  uibanity  and  kindness  to 
the  soldiers,  that  their  respect  for  hi  in  as  an  officer 
was  only  equalled  by  their  love  for  him  as  a man. 

The  first  northwest  army,  while  in  winter  quar- 
ters in  the  wilderness,  had  lew  amusements  to  vary 
the  dull  rotine  of  ramp  duty.  There  was  no  society 
out  of  the  army.  The  consequence  was  that  habits 
of  dissipation  were  acquired  by  many  of  the  officers 
whose  rank  and  age  made  the  habit  contagious. — 
Harrison,  though  of  an  age  peculiarly  weak  against 
such  temptations,  was  strengthened  to  successlul  in- 
sistence by  an  unquenchable  thirst  lor  knowledge, 
both  general  and  professional.  Temperate,  active 
and  studious,  then,  as  now,  he  lost  no  time.  Then, 
as  now,  the  sun  never  found  him  in  bed,  and  the  in- 
tervals of  military  duty  were  devoted  to  a course  of 
extensive  historial  reading. 

Tlie  battle  ol  the  Maumee,  on  201  h August,  1794, 
was  fought  by  the  Indians  with  the  most  desperate’ 
courage.  There  was  no  point  of  the  line  at  which 
the  danger  was  not  imminent.  As  aid  de-camp,  it 
was  Harrison’s  duty  to  carry  the  orders  of  the  gene- 
ral to  any  part  of  the  army.  These  orders,  of  course, 
were  most  frequent  where  the  fight  was  thickest,  and 
in  those  pads  ol  the  fight  I generally  saw  him  on  that 
eventful  day. 

I can  attest  the  truth  of  the  remark  said  to  be  made 
b3r  general  Wilkinson  and  col.  Sliainbangh,  that  Har- 
rison was  in  the  front  of  the  hottest  b.utle;  his  per- 
son was  exposed  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  the  action;  wherever  duty  called,  he  hasten- 
ed, regardless  of  danger,  and,  by  his  efforts  and  ex- 
amples, contributed  as  much  lo  secure  the  fortune  of 
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the  day  as  any  other  subordinate  to  the  cominander- 
iV -chief. 

General  Wayne,  in  his  official  account  of  the  bat- 
tle, after  naming  several  officers  who  distinguished 
themselves,  says:  “I  mustadd  the  names  of  my  faith- 
ful and  gallant  aids  tie-camp,  captains  De  Butts  arid 
T.  Lewis  and  lientenant  Harrison,  who,  with  the 
adjutant  general,  major  Mills,  rendered  the  most  es- 
sential service,  by  communicating  my  orders  in  every 
direction,  and,  by  their  conduct  and  bravery,  excit- 
ing the  troops  to  press  for  victory.” 

I was  stationed  with  my  troops  on  the  extreme  left, 
and  the  order  to  me  to  charge  was  delivered  by  Har- 
rison. In  that  charge  I was  severely,  it  was  thought 
mortally,  wounded.  Perhaps  I owe  my  life  to  the 
prompt  attention  of  my  young  friend,  who  carried 
me  to  tite  general’s  lent,  and  nursed  and  watched  me 
with  a tenderness  and  affection  of  a brother. 

Of  the  officers  of  that  army,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  there  are  but  four  who  survive — ge- 
nerals Harrison  and  Brady,  and  major  John  Posey, 
of  Kentucky,  who  w’as  a cornet  in  my  troop,  and 
mvself.  General  Wayne,  whose  best  eulogy  is  the 
grateful  and  affectionate  remembrance  of  the  people 
of  the  west,  wras  wholly  unnoticed  by  congress,  and 
died  at  a miserable  hovel  in  Pennsylvania;  and  there, 
wdthout  a stone  to  mark  the  place,  his  body  was  de- 
posited. And  now,  when  the  people  are  calling  their 
friend  and  neighbor  from  his  farm,  by  acclamation,  to 
redeem  their  country  fiom  the  degredalion  to  which  it 
has  been  reduced  by  a selfish  and  designing  politi- 
cian, the  orders  have  gone  forth  to  charge  upoin  him 
whom  tile  people  assemble  in  unheard  of  numbers 
to  honor,  the  most  detestable  crimes,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, which  the  wiliest  imagination,  unrestrained  by 
a single  moral  sense,  can  conceive — military  crimes 
whicti,  if  true,  would  long  since  have  consigned  his 
body  to  a felon’?  tomb,  and  iiis  memory  to  general 
execration — civil  offences  and  delinquences  which, 
if  true,  think  you  he  would  now  stand  first,  as  lie 
does  stand  first,  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

People  of  Ohio  and  Indiana!  you  who  have  been 
tbe  objects  of  his  civil  administiation,  upon  you  es- 
pecially devolves  the  grateful  task  of  asserting  til? 
civil  virtues  of  your  old  and  best  tried  friend;  to  raisp 
his  fair  fame  far  out  of  the  range  of  the  puny  shafts 
of  low  ambition;  and  I iiesitate  not  to  believe  it  will 
be  efficiently  performed.  You  are  now  called  upon 
in  his  old  age  to  repay  that  immense  and  accumulat- 
ing debt  of  gratitude,  which  I,  an  eye  witness,  not 
from  hearsay,  now  testify  your  fathers  incurred,  in 
his  early  youth. 

Tue  inheritance  lias  descended  upon  you,  and  I 
will  not  do  you  the  injustice  to  doubt  that  in  No- 
vember next  you  will  entitle  yourselves  .to  a receipt 
in  full  from  my  gallant  old  friend.  Is  this  the  lan- 
guage of  general  Harrison?  No!  disinterested  and 
generous  as  brave,  be  advances  no  claim  upon  his 
country  for  services  lie  has  rendered.  It  is  the  lan- 
guage of  iiis  friend,  and  of  your  friend — of  one  re- 
moved by  age  far  from  the  temptation  to  flatter 
either  friend  or  foe. 

What  shall  I say  of  charges  against  his  military 
character?  Nothing.  One  old  soldier  cannot  be 
brought  to  vindicate  the  reputation  of  another  old 
soldier  from  a charge  of  cowardice;  indignation 
would  choke  my  utterance.  I appeal  from  the  liv- 
ing to  the  dead — I appeal  from  Van  Burenand  Ken- 
dall to  Shelby  and  Perry. 

I thank  you  again,  gentlemen,  for  the  kind  mari- 
ne-: in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  my 
early  and  humble  services. 

Permit  me  to  propose  til"  following  sentiment: 

The  city  of  Cincinnati — The  wonderful  creation  of 
virtue,  intelligence  and  enterprise.  Her  name  asso- 
ciates in  our  remembrance  the  patriotic  farmers  of 
old  Rome  and  young  Oiiio. 

During  the  entertainment  a large  concourse  of 
persons  had  collected  in  the  street  opposite  to  tile 
hotel,  and  a solicitation  being  expressed  (o  hear  ad- 
dresses trom  the  balcony,  the  company  adjourned  to 
that  place,  when  a call  was  made  for  the  reading  of 
general  Van  Rensselaer’s  speech.  When  it  was  con- 
cluded, governor  Poindexter,  an  inviied  guest,  was 
called  for  by  the  crowd,  and  addressed  them  exten- 
sively upon  the  subject  of  general  politics.  Animat- 
ed addresses  were  then  made,  by  request,  by  Messrs. 
White,  of  la.  maj.  Chambeis  and  W.  W.  Southgate, 
esq.  of  Kentucky,  Wm.  Johnson,  esq.  of  Cincinnati 
and  Mr.  Turner,  of  Baltimore.  This  entertainment 
continued  until  the  approach  of  night,  when  the 
crowd  dispersed  in  great  harmony. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  DANV1  LEE  COM 
MITTEE  AND  PRESIDENT  VAN  BUREN. 

Danville,  (Illinois),  May  23,  1843. 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United  Slates: 

You  are  now  before  the  people  ol  tile  U.  States 
for  re-election.  We  claim  it,  as  the  privilege  of 
citizens,  to  propose  for  your  consideration  and  an- 
swer, the  following  interrogatories: 


1st.  If  re-elected  should  a bill  pass  congress  abo- 
lishing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  would 
you  approve  the  law? 

2d.  Do  you  approve  of  pre-emption  laws? 

3d.  Did  you,  or  not,  as  a member  of  the  conven- 
tion of  amendments  for  amending  the  constitution  of 


the  state  of  New  York,  vote  against  a proposition  to 
restrict  the  right  of  voting  to  w>hite  citizens. 

4th . Did  you,  or  not,  vote  in  the  same  conven- 
tion lo  allow  negroes  who  were  worth  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  the  right  of  voting? 

5th.  Did  you,  or  not,  advocate,  in  the  same  con- 
vention a pioperty  qualification  as  necessary  for  all 
electors? 

6th.  Did  you,  or  not,  in  the  same  convention, 
propose  and  advocate  the  appointment  of  justice  of 
the  peace. by  the  governors? 

7th.  Have  you  examined  Holland’s  Life  of  Van 
Buren  of  date  of  1835;  and,  if  so,  is  it  a faithful  and 
true  history  of  your  political  opinions?  Respectful- 
ly your  obedient  servants, 

Wm.  Knight,  W.  Fithian, 

J.  C.  Alexander,  Geo.  May, 

Milton  Lesley,  Michael  Cline, 

Adam  Sullivan,  Win.McKibben, 

D.  H.  Reed,  Samuel  Partlow. 

Wm.  I.  Moore, 


Washington,  June  22,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  a letter  signed  by 
yourselves  and  others,  propounding  to  me  several 
questions,  to  which  it  is  my  intention  to  reply  in 
full  season  for  the  object  you  have  in  view.  One  of 
them  is  in  the  following  words:  “Have  you  examin- 
ed Holland’s  Life  of  Van  Buren,  (of  date  1835), 
and,  if  so,  is  it  a faithful  and  true  history  of  your 
political  opinions?”  It  has  been  suggested  to  me, 
that  spurious  copies  of  this  work  have  been  put  in 
circulation  in  Illinois.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that 
you  should  send  me  the  copy  to  which  your  ques- 
tion relates,  before  I answer  it.  This  I will  thank 
you  to  do  at  your  earliest  convenience.  When  in- 
spected, it  shall  be  returned  to  you. 

I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Wm.  Fithian  and  John  C.  Alexander. 


Letter  of  president  Van  Buren.  The  let- 
ter of  the  president  in  reply  to  an  invitation  given 
him  to  be  present  at  a public  meeting  and  enter- 
tainment which  was  held  at  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs  on  the  11th  ultimo,  by  the  democratic  citi- 
zens of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Woodford  and  Scott, 
in  Kentucky. 

. Washington,  July  4,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  hohor  to  receive 
the  invitation  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  give 
tne  in  behalf  of  the  democratic  citizens  of  the 
counties  of  Fayette,  Woodford  and  Scott,  to  be  pre- 
sent as  a guest  at  a public  meeting  and  entertain- 
ment to  be  held  by  them  at  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  in  Scott  county,  Kentucky,  on  the  11th 
ins'. 

Truly  grateful  for  this  mark  ol  their  respect  and 
kindness,  1 can  but  regret  that  my  public  duties 
will  not  permit  me  to  express  my  gratefulness  face 
to  face. 

Tnat  I have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  “the 
entire  approbation  of  ttie  democracy  of  Kentuc- 
ky,” that  they  look  upon  me  as  “true  to  the  consti- 
tution ol  the  United  Stales,”  “the  representative 
and  advocate  of  their  principles  in  the  executive 
department”  of  our  government,  cannot  but  aflord 
me  peculiar  satisfaction,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a 
highly  respectable  portion  of  the  ancient  and  time- 
honored  patriots  of  that  noble  state,  and  from  the 
sons  of  those  who,  in  their  day,  were  the  pillars  of 
the  republic.  History,  gentlemen,  must  be  false  to 
her  duty  when  she  ceases  to  inform  mankind,  that 
it  was  by  Kentucky  that  the  first  effectual  blow 
was  struck  at  the  dangerous  principles  introduced 
into  tlie  administration  of  our  government  soon 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution — principles 
which  had  already  led  to  acts  of  (earful  usurpalion, 
and  i hreatened  speedily  to  destroy  as  well  the  rights 
of  the  states  as  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  was 
the  Kentucky  resolutions,  backed  by  those  of  her 
patriotic  parent  state,  which  changed  the  current  of 
public  opinion  and  brought  back  the  administration 
of  the  government  to  the  principles  of  the  revolu- 
tion. For  forty  years  the  democracy  of  the  union 
have  looked  upon  those  lesolutions  as  the  creed  of 
their  political  faith;  political  degeneracy  has  been 
marked  by  departure  from  that  standard:  and  like 
the  original  language  of  the  Bible  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion, they  are  the  text  book  of  every  reformer. 

Nothing  could  more  effectually  prove  the  purity 
of  the  principles  then  announced  than  the  progress 
they  have  since  made  in  the  minds  of  men.  While 
even  the  name  of  the  proud  and  powerful  party 


which  opposed  them,  has  come  to  be  considered  a 
term  of  reproach,  if  not  of  ignominy  and  insult,  the 
principles  of  the  Kentucky  resolutions,  in  profess- 
ing if  not  in  lact.  now  enter  into  the  creed  ot  every 
political  sect,  and  the  once  deiidrd  name  borne  by 
their  apostles  arid  advocates,  is  considered  an  essen- 
tia! passport  to  popularity  and  success, — nay,  more, 
the  people  almost  with  one  voice  have  recently  re- 
cognized and  consecrated  the  principles  of  those 
resolutions  by  an  act  as  impressive  ami  emphatic  as 
it  is  possible  for  a nation  to  pertorm.  Since  your 
letter  has  been  laying  before  me  waiting  for  a reply, 
it  has  become  my  agreeable  d ut jr  to  confirm  tbe  fiat 
of  the  nation  settling  for  ever  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  sedition  laws  of  1798,  by  approving  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
refunding  to  them  a fine  collected  of  their  ancestor 
under  the  law  in  question.  Party  prejudice,  judi- 
cial authority,  dread  of  I he  precedent,  respect  for 
that  which  lias  assumed  the  form  of  law  for  forty 
years,  iiave  successfully  resisted  this  act  of  justice; 
but  at  length  all  are  swept  away  by  the  irresistible 
current  of  public  opinion,  and  the  sedition  act  has 
been  irreversibly  decided  to  be  unconstitutional  by 
a tribunal  higher  Ilian  the  courts  of  justice — the 
sovereign  people  of  the  United  States.  The  pa- 
triarchs of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  the  men  who 
in  that  day,  midst  obloquy  and  insult,  voted  for  or 
sustained  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of 
1799  cannot  but  rejoice  with  a joy  unspeakable  in 
witnessing  the  final  triumph  of  the  pure  principles 
to  which  they  then  announced  their  allegiance. 
They  and  their  descendants  have  a right  to  giory  in 
seeing  those  principles  recognised,  even  at  this  late 
day,  by  the  acclamations  of  a nation,  and  one  of  the 
tyrannical  acts  against  which  they  protested  virtu- 
ally  expunged  from  the  records  of  the  country. 
While  to  aged  patriots  it  is  a subject  of  congratu- 
lation and  joy,  it  teaches  the  young  that  efforts  of 
reform  in  the  government  of  their  country  ought 
never  to  be  considered  hopeless,  as  long  as  there  is 
any  thing  to  improve,  and  that,  if  the  fathers  do  not 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
democratic  principles,  they  are  certain  to  fall  in 
blessings  upon  the  children. 

I am  most  happy  to  inform  you,  gentlemen,  that 
I have  this  day  signed  the  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  independent  treasury,  a measure  of 
which  you  speak  in  decided  commendation.  By 
this  measure,  the  management  of  an  important 
branch  of  onr  national  concerns,  after  a departure 
of  nearly  half  a century,  will  be  brought  back  to 
the  letter,  as  well  as  the  obvious  spirit  and  inten- 
tion of  the  constitution.  The  system  now  super- 
seded was  in  fact  one  of  those  early  measures  de- 
vised by  the  friends  and  advocates  of  privileged 
orders,  lor  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  govern- 
ment from  its  pure  principles  and  legitimate  ob- 
jects, vesting  ail  power  in  the  hands  of  a lew,  and 
enabling  them  to  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  many. 
I need  not  inform  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  effect  of 
depositing  the  public  money  in  banks,  was  to  lend 
it  to  those  institutions,  generally  without  interest, 
to  be  used  as  a part  of  their  capital,  and  that  they 
lent  it  out  upon  interest  to  their  customers,  thereby 
largely  increasing  the  profits  of  the  stockholders. 
Thus  ihe  few  were  enabled  to  enrich  themselves  by 
using  the  money  which  belonged  to  the  many,  and 
the  public  funds  were  in  fact  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury, without  an  appropriation  by  congress,  in  clear 
violation  ot  the  spirit  of  a constitutional  prohibition. 

The  manner  in  which  this  abuse  crept  into  the 
government,  and  fastened  itself  upon  the  country 
with  the  acquiescence  of  Ihe  whole  people,  is  an 
impressive  lesson,  teactiing  the  necessity  of  perpe- 
tual vigilance  and  energy  in  selecting  and  resisting 
the  first  encroachments,  however  seemingly  trifling, 
upon  the  principles  of  our  government.  From  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money  in  banks,  it  did  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  banks  should  use  it.  Its 
use  was  never,  unlit  lately,  and  then  only  to  a limit- 
ed extent,  directly  authorised  by  any  act  of  the  go- 
vernment. But,  as  the  batiks  were  in  the  habit  of 
using  deposites,  they  silently  treated  those  of  the 
government  like  those  of  private  citizens,  and  the 
government  as  silently  acquiesced  in  the  practice. 
As  for  many  years  the  revenues  of  the  government 
were  moderate,  and  the  surplus  was  wanted  to  pay 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  the 
amount  loaned  out  by  the  banks  was  comparatively 
small,  and  the  profits  ol  the  stockholders  less  consi- 
derable. But  in  the  progress  of  the  government 
its  revenues  increased,  and  the  amount  unexpended 
became  greater,  until  it  amounted  to  five,  ten  and 
after  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  to  nearly 
thirty  millions.  The  disastrous  effects  now  became 
apparent.  An  extensive  interest  has  sprung  up  de- 
riving wealth  from  the  use  of  the  people’s  money, 
and  having  powerful  inducements  so  to  act  upon  the 
government  as  to  increase  the  source  of  thrir  in- 
come. Their  influence  was  first  directly  felt  in  in- 
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terferences  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt;  then  in  efforts,  through  the  use  of  the  public 
press;  and  in  attempts  to  secure  the  influence  of 
leading  politicians,  and  of  men  m authority,  to  pro- 
cure a prolongation  of  their  chattered  privileges; 
and  finally  in  panic  and  pressure  inflicted  upon  the 
country  with  the  hope  of  controlling  the  action  of 
the  government  through  the  alarms  and  sufferings 
of  the  people.  By  shitting  the  deposites  from  one 
great  institution  to  many  smaller  ones,  the  unity  of 
this  interest  was  destroyed,  but  not  its  power. 
Though  enfeebled,  it  still  existed  in  a force  which 
the  boldest  might  fear,  and  has  made  itself  felt  in 
the  contests  of  the  last  few  years.  But  the  intelli 
genee  and  virtue  of  our  people  have  triuinphedover 
art,  panic  and  pressure,  and  the  act  of  deliverance 
is  this  day  consummated. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  business  of  the  country  will 
no  longer  be  disturbed  by  the  struggles  of  the  bank- 
ing interest  to  get  possession  of  the  money  of  the 
people,  that  they  may  make  a profit  out  of  its  use,  but 
that  they  will  settle  down  contented  with  the  u3eol' 
that  which  legitimately  belongs  to  them,  leaving  the 
funds  of  the  government  to  be  kept  and  expended 
according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
But  should  it  be  otherwise,  the  intelligence  and 
firmness  of  our  people  are  equal  to  any  emergency. 
They  now  understand  the  whole  subject.  They 
see  no  reason  why  the  stockholders  and  debtors  of 
banks  should  have  an  exclusive  privilege  to  make 
themselves  rich  out  of  the  use  of  the  public  money. 
They  see  no  reason  why  they  should  be  taxed  to 
raise  money  for  such  a purpose.  They  see  that  its 
effect  is  to  build  up  a rich  privileged  order  at  their 
expense,  to  control  the  government,  and  destroy 
all  equality  among  the  people.  Seeing  all  this,  and 
that  the  plan  for  which  that  interest  has  so  long 
struggled  to  the  derangement  of  the  business  of  the 
country,  is  in  palpable  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  their  firmness  will  be  equal  to  every 
effort  necessary  to  prevent  its  re-establishment. 

In  the  progress  ol  our  government,  the  most  gra- 
tifying evidences  have  been  furnished  that  our  peo- 
ple are,  in  intelligence,  integrity  and  determined 
resolution,  equal  to  the  task  of  self  government.  In 
that  administration  wdiich  has  been  appropriately 
named  “the  reign  of  terror,”  so  appropiiately  that 
men  of  all  parties  now  repudiate  its  acts,  and  are 
prompt  to  redress,  as  far  as  they  can,  the  w rongs  it 
inflicted,  the  force  of  statute  law  and  the  arm  of  the 
judiciary  were  called  in  to  aid  the  influence  of  the 
executive  and  the  advocates  of  a strong  government 
in  putting  down  the  rising  spirit  of  the  people,  and 
controlling  the  current  of  public  opinion;  but  all 
these  combined  powers  were  exerted  in  vain.  The 
Sampson  of  democracy  burst  the  chords  which 
were  already  bound  around  its  limbs,  and  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  vindicated  its  principles, 
its  firmness,  and  its  power.  A web  more  artfully 
contrived,  composed  of  a high  protective  tariff,  a 
system  of  internal  improvements,  and  a national 
bank,  was  then  twined  around  the  sleeping  giant  in 
the  vain  hope  of  subjecting  him  forever  to  the  do- 
minion and  will  of  the  ambitious  and  grasping  few; 
and  you  have  seen  how  he  has  scattered  the  whole 
to  the  winds  wdjen  roused  by  the  warning  voice  of 
the  honest  and  intrepid  Jackson.  Again,  in  the 
triumph  of  the  independent  treasury,  we  w itness 
the  triumph  of  the  popular  intelligence  and  firmness 
over  the  arts,  arguments,  appliances  and  alarms  of 
the  interested  few  who  desire  to  enrich  themselves 
by  the  use  of  the  public  money — another  and  most 
gratifying  evidence  that  the  people,  wdien  aroused, 
are  competent  to  maintain  anv  just  principle,  and 
correct  any  abuse,  however  sanctioned  by  precedent 
or  sustained  by  weallh. 

On  these  evidences  of  popular  intelligence  and 
firmness,  the  republican  patriot  rests  with  well 
grounded  faith,  that  all  means  which  may  be  used 
to  mislead  or  intimidate  the  people,  now  or  hereaf- 
ter, into  a surrender  of  their  constitution  and  their, 
liberties,  will,  as  they  ever  have  done,  meet  with  a 
signal  and  withering  rebuke. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  thanks  for  the  friendly  spi- 
rit in  which  you  have  individually  performed  (he 
duty  assigned  to  you,  very  respectfully  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To.  Messrs.  John  .If.  McCalla,  T.  M Hickey , B. 

Taylor,  and  G.  W.  Johnson,  esqs.  committee. 

REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

IN  SENATE  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  3,  1840. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  made  the  following  report: 
Th  e committee  on  the  militia,  to  whom  was  referred 

so  much  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  as 

relates  to  Hie  reorganization  and  discipline  of  the 

militia,  submit  the  following  report: 

That  duly  appreciating  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  fully  concurring  in  the  opinion  that  “a 
well  regulated  militia”  is  “necessary  to  the  security' 
of  a free  state,”  they  have  thought  proper  to  exa- 


mine it,  in  reference  to  the  powers  of  congress,  the 
various  plans  which  have  been  proposed,  and  such 
measures  as  have  been  matured,  at  different  periods, 
since  the  adoption  of  tire  constitution.  From  the 
earliest  period  of  our  history  there  seems  to  have 
been  a general  concurrence  in  the  opinion,  that  a 
well  organized  militia  is  not  only  the  ino3t  econo- 
mical, hut  the  most  sale  and  reliable  means  of  na- 
tional defence.  Indeed,  when  we  take  into  view 
I hat  our  government  originated  in  the  spontaneous 
will  of  the  people;  that  it  was  organized,  and  its 
fundamental  law  constructed  by  them;  that,  recog 
nising  man’s  capacity’  for  self-government,  and  the 
leading  principle  that  a majority  shall  govern,  all 
aie  alike  interested  in  its  preservation,  the  conclu- 
sion follows,  necessarily,  that  the  national  defence 
must  be  most  secure  in  the  hands  of  a citizen  sol- 
diery. The  experience  of  former  ages  had  shown 
the  danger  to  liberty,  from  large  standing  armies,  as 
well  as  the  expense  of  maintaining  them;  and  our 
own  experience,  during  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
had  proven  that  freemen,  almost  without  organiza- 
s ion,  and  without  discipline,  were  invincible,  when 
battling  in  defence  of  their  own  rights,  and  for  the 
safety  of  their  own  families  and  firesides.  Hence, 
the  constitution,  relying  on  the  militia  as  the  best 
safeguard  against  all  enemies,  domestic  and  foreign, 
expressly  delegated  to  congress  the  power  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  them  forth,  “to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  i.,va- 
tions.”  And  the  past  history  of  our  country  fully 
justifies  the  confidence  in  the  militia,  indicated  by 
this  grant  of  power;  for,  up  to  the  present  moment, 
they  have  never  been  called  upon,  on  any  occasion, 
when  their  country  was  in  danger,  or  needed  their 
services,  from  any  cause,  that  they  have  not  rallied 
to  her  standard  with  the  most  prompt  alacrity,  and 
evinced  the  most  ardent  patriotism,  and  determined 
courage. 

To  render  this  arm  of  the  national  defence  more 
efficient,  the  constitution  delegates  to  congress  fur- 
ther power,  in  the  following  words: 

“To  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them 
as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  reserving  to  the  states,  respectively,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  train- 
ing the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescrib- 
ed by  congress.” 

The  mode  in  which  this  power  could  be  best  ex- 
ecuted, has  been,  more  or  less,  the  subject  of  deli- 
beration and  discu-sion  during  every  administration 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  As  early  as 
the  21st  of  January,  1790,  a plan  for  organizing, 
arming  and  disciplining  the  militia,  proposed  by 
general  Knox,  then  secretary  of  war,  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  senate  by  president  Washington. — 
The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  exhibit  somewhat 
of  the  early  history  of  this  interesting  subject,  both 
as  regards  the  views  of  the  executive  and  ttie  legis- 
lation of  congress.  In  regard  to  the  former,  they 
present  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  which  has  just  been  referred  to: 

THE  PLAN  OF  GENERAL  KNOX. 

“The  period  of  life  in  which  militaiy  service  shall 
be  required  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to 
commence  at  eighteen,  and  terminate  at  the  age  of. 
sixty  years.  The  men  comprehended  by  this  de- 
scription, exclusive  of  such  exceptions  as  the  legis- 
latures of  the  respective  states  may  think  proper  to 
make,  and  all  actual  mariners,  shall  be  enrolled  for 
different  degrees  of  military  duty,  and  divided  into 
three  distinct  classes. 

“The  first  class  shall  comprehend  the  youlh  of 
eighteen,  nineteen  and  twenty  years  of  age,  to  be 
denominated  the  advanced  corps.  The  second  class 
shall  include  the  men  from  twenty-one  to  forty  five 
years  of  age,  to  be  denominated  the  main  cotps  — 
Tlie  third  class  shall  comprehend,  inclusively,  (he 
men  from  forty  six  *.o  sixty  years  of  age,  to  be  de- 
nominated the  reserved  corps. 

“All  the  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  assume 
the  form  of  the  legion,  which  shall  be  the  perma- 
nent establishment  thereof. 

“A  legion  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  commissioned  officers,  and  (wo  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  formed  in  the  following  manner: 

“Gf  the  advanced  corps — The  youth  of  eighteen 
and  nineteen  years  shall  be  disciplined  for  thirty  days 
successively  in  each  year;  and  those  of  twenty 
years  shall  be  disciplined  only  for  ten  days  in  each 
year,  which  shall  be  the  last  ten  days  o(  the  annual 
encampments. 

“The  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  are 
not  to  receive  any  pay  during  the  said  time,  but  the 
commissioned  officers  will  receive  the  pay  of  their 
relative  ranks,  agreeably  to  the  federal  establish- 
ment for  the  time  being. 

“In  order  that  the  plan  shall  effectually  • answer 
the  end  proposed,  the  first  day  of  January  shall  be 


the  fixed  period,  for  all  who  attain  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years,  in  any  part,  or  during  the  course  of  each 
year,  to  be  enrolled  in  the  advanced  corps,  and  to  take 
the  necessary  oaths  to  perform,  personally,  such  legal 
military  service  as  may  be  directed,  for  the  full  and 
complete  term  of  three  yeais,  to  be  estimated  from  the 
time  of  entrance  into  the  said  corps,  and  also  to  take 
ail  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  stale,  and  to  the  United 
States. 

“The  main  corps  is  instituted  to  preserve  and  cir- 
culate throughout  the  community  the  military  disci- 
pline acquired  in  the  advanced  coips,  to  arm  the 
people,  and  fix  firmly,  by  practice  and  habit,  those 
forms  ami  maxims,  which  are  essential  to  the  life 
and  energy  of  a tree  government. 

“Tlie  reserved  corps  is  instituted  to  prevent  men 
being  sent  to  the  field  whose,  strength  is  unequal  to 
sustain  the  severities  of  an  active  campaign.  But, 
by  organizing  and  rendeiing  them  eligible  for  do- 
mestic service,  a greater  proportion  ol  the  younger 
and  robust  part  of  the  community  may  be  enabled, 
in  case  of  necessity,  to  encounter  the  more  urgent 
du'ies  of  war.” 

Such  were  the  views  entertained,  and  the  plan  of 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  proposed 
by  that  distinguished  veteran  and  patriot,  general 
Knox,  who  had  perilled  “life,  fortune  and  sacred 
honor, ’’during  our  revolutionary  struggle,  and  con- 
tributed his  full  share  in  the  achievement  of  our 
liberty  and  independence.  That  his  plan  received 
the  approbation  of  the  lather  of  his  country,  then 
president  of  the  United  States,  is  clearly  manifested 
by  the  official  documents.  In  resubmitting  his  plan 
to  the  president,  to  be  laid  before  congress,  general 
Knox  expressed  himself  in  tlie  following  language: 

“Having  submitted  to  your  consideration  a plan 
lor  the  airangements  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  which  I had  presented  to  the  late  congress, 
and  you  having  approved  the  general  principles  there- 
of with  certain  exceptions,  I now  respectfully  lay  the 
same  before  you.  modified  according  to  the  alterations 
you  iveie  pleased  to  suggest.”  General  Washington, 
having  subsequently  “directed  him  to  lay  the  "plan 
before  congress,”  accompanied  by  the  secretary’s 
declaration,  that  he  had  “approved  the  general  prin- 
ciples thereof,  with  certain  exceptions,”  which  had 
been  obviated  by  “the  alterations”  which  he  had 
been  “pleased  to  suggest,”  substantially  adopted  it 
as  his  own. 

There  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been 
any  law  passed  lor  t-he  organization  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  until  the  act  entitled  “an  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  a uniform  militia  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,”  approved  May  8,  1792,  which  was,  no 
doubt,  an  emanation  from  the  views  communicated 
to  congress  by  general  Knox,  as  already  noliced, 
though  it  did  not  fully  carry  them  out.  This  act  is 
still  upon  our  statute  book,  and  not  yet  repealed- 
though  it  is  so  utterly  disregarded  in  many  parts  of 

the  union,  that  its  existence  is  almost  unknown. 

To  show  how  far  it  cariied  the  plan  of  organization, 
and  the  duties  and  burdens  it  imposed  upon  the  ci- 
tizens, the  committee  beg  leave  here  to  introduce 
the  following  sections: 

“Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled.  That  each  and  every  free,  able 
bodied,  white,  male  citizen  of  the  respective  states, 
resident  therein,  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of 
forty- five  years,  (except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted ) 
shall,  severally  and  respectively,  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia  by  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
company  w ithin  whose  bounds  such  citizen  shall  re- 
side, and  that  within  twelve  months  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act:  and  it  shall,  at  all  times  herealfer,  be 
the  duty  of  every  such  captain  or  commanding  of- 
ficer of  a company  to  enrol  every  such  citizen  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  those  who  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  arrive  at  the  age  ol  eighteen  years,  or,  being 
of  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  under  the  age 
of  forty  live  years,  (except  as  before  excepted’), 
shall  come  to  reside  within  his  bounds;  and  shall, 
without  delay,  notify  such  citizen  of  the  said  en- 
rollment by  a proper  non-commissioned  officer  of 
Ihe  company,  by  whom  such  notice  may  be  proved. 
That  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and  notified  shall, 
within  six  months  thereafter,  provide  himself  with 
a good  musket  or  fiielock;  a sufficient  bayonet  and 
belt;  two  spare  Hints,  and  a knapsack;  a pouch,  with 
a box  therein,  lo  contain  not  less  Ilian  twenty-four 
cartridges  suited  to  the  bore  of  his  musket  or  fire- 
lock,  each  cartridge  to  contain  a proper  quantity  of 
powder  and  ball;  or,  with  a good  rifle,  knapsack, 
shot  pouch  and  powder  horn,  twenty  balls,  suited  to 
the  bore  of  his  rifle,  and  a quarter  of  a pound  of 
power:  and  shall  appear,  so  armed,  accoutered  and 
provided,  when  called  out  to  exercise  or  into  ser- 
vice, except  that,  when  called  out  on  company  (lavs 
to  exercise  only,  he  may  apppar  wilhout  a knapsack. 
That  the  commissioned  officers  shall,  severally,  be 
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armed  with  a sword  or  hanger,  and  espontoon.  And 
that,  from  and  alter  five  years  fiom  the  passage  of 
this  act,  all  muskets  lor  ai  ming  the  militia,  as  here- 
in required,  snail  be  of  bore  sufficient  for  balls  of 
the  eighteenth  part  of  a pound.  And  eveiy  citizen 
so  enrolled,  and  providing  himself  with  the  arms, 
ammunition  and  accoutrements,  required  as  alore- 
said,  shall  hold  the  same  exempted  from  all  suits, 
distresses,  executions,  or  sales  for  debt,  or  for  the 
payment  of  taxes. 

“Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  out  of 
the  militia  enrolled,  as  is  herein  directed,  there  shall 
be  formed,  for  each  battalion,  at  least  one  company 
of  grenadiers,  light  infantry  or  riflemen;  and  that,  to 
each  division,  there  shall  be  at  least  one  company  ol 
artillery  and  one  troop  of  horse.  There  shall  be  to 
each  company  of  artillery  one  captain,  two  lieute- 
nants, lour  sergeants,  four  corporals,  six  gunners, 
six  bombardiers,  one  drummer  and  one  filer.  The 
officers  to  be  armed  with  a sword  or  hanger,  a fuzee, 
bayonet  and  belt,  with  a cartridge  box  to  contain 
twelve  cartridges;  and  each  private  or  matross  shall 
furnish  himself  with  all  the  equipments  of  a private 
in  the  infantry,  until  proper  ordnance  and  field  ar- 
tillery is  provided.  There  shall  be  to  each  troop  of 
horse  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  cornet,  four 
sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  saddler,  one  farrier 
and  one  trumpeter.  The  commissioned  officers  to 
furnish  themselves  with  good  horses,  of  at  least  four- 
teen hands  and  a half  high,  and  to  be  armed  with  a 
sword  and  pair  of  pistols,  the  holsters  of  which  to 
be  covered  with  bearskin  caps;  each  dragoon  to  fur- 
nish himself  with  a serviceable  hoise,  at  least  four- 
teen hands  and  a hall  high,  a good  saddle,  bridle,  mail 
pillion,  and  valise,  holsters,  and  a breastplate  and 
crupper,  a pair  of  boots  and  spurs,  a pair  of  pistols, 
a sabre  and  a cartouch  box  to  contain  tw’elve  cart- 
ridges for  pistols.  That  each  company  of  artillery 
arid  troop  ol  horse  shall  be  formed  of  volunteers 
from  the  brigade,  at  the  discretion  of  thq. comman- 
der-in chief  of  the  state,,  not  exceeding  one  compa- 
ny of  each  to  a regiment,  nor  more  in  number  than 
one-eleventh  part  of  the  infantry;  and  shall  be  uni- 
formly clothed  iri  regimentals,  to  be  furnished  at  their 
own  expense;  the  color  and  fashion  to  be  determin- 
ed by  the  brigadier  commanding  the  brigade  to 
which  they  belong.” 

It  will  be  perceived  there  are  many  striking  ana- 
logies between  the  plan  of  general  Knox,  including 
the  sections  of  the  act  of  May  8,  1792.  just  quoted, 
and  that  of  the  present  secretary  of  war,  now  under 
consideration^  and  that  the  plan  of  the  latter  is  not 
entirely  original  or  new.  The  former  proposed  en- 
rolling the  militia  for  different  degrees  of  duty,  and 
dividing  them  into  three  distinct  classes , to  be  called 
the  “advance  corps,”  the  “main  corps,”  and  the 
“reserved  corps;”  the  latter  also  proposes  three  dis- 
tinct classes — the  “first  class”  to  “be  denominated 
the  class  of  the  militia” — the  “second  class”  to  “be 
denominated  the  active  or  moveable  force” — and  a 
“third  class”  to  “be  denominated  the  reserve  or  se- 
dentary force.” 

Again:  the  “advanced  corps”  of  general  Knox 
corresponds  in  all  material  respects  with  the  “active 
or  moveable  force”  of  the  present  secretary  of  war, 
so  lar  as  duties  are  to  be  performed.  It  was  propos- 
ed by  the  former  that  the  “advanced  corps,”  consist- 
ing of  “the  youth  of  eighteen  and  nineteen,  should 
be  disciplined  for  thirty  days  successively,  in  each 
year;  ami  those  of  twenty  years  should  be  disciplin- 
ed only  for  ten  days  in  each  year,  which  should  be 
the  last  ten  days  of  the  annual  encampment.”  The 
present  secietary  proposes  that  the  “active  force  of 
the  militia”  may  be  called  forth  at  such  places  with- 
in their  respective  districts,  and  at  such  times,  not 
exceeding  twice,  nor  [exceeding]  days  in  the 
same  ytar,  ( leaving  congress  to  designate  the  length 
of  time),  “for  their  instruction,  discipline  and  im- 
provement in  military  knowledge.” 

Among  the  principal  points  of  difference  in  the 
two  plans  or  projects,  it  may  be  remarked  that  gen. 
Knox  proposed  the  enrollment  of  all  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  sixty  years;  while  the  present  secre- 
tary proposes  to  enroll  only  those  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  forty-five.  Again:  under  the  plan  ol  ge- 
neral Knox,  “the  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates  were  not  to  receive  any  pay  during  the  said 
time  [of  their  discipline];  but  the  commissioned 
officers  were  to  receive  the  pay  of  their  relative 
ranks,  agreeably  to  the  federal  establishment,  for 
the  time  being.”  The  present  secretary  proposes 
to  give  all  those  called  out  for  discipline,  including 
“non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artificers, 
and  privates,”  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  “officers, 
musicians,  artificers  and  privates,  of  the  infantry  of 
the  United  States.”  Another  point  of  difference 
between  the  law  of  1792  and  that  proposed  by  the 
present  secretary  i3,  that,  under  the  former,  every 
citizen  between  eighteen  and  forty  five  years  of  age, 
subject  to  militia  duty,  is  required  to  “provide  him- 
self with  a good  musket  or  firelock,  a sufficient  bay- 


onet and  belt,  two  spare  flints,  and  a knapsack,  a i 
pouch,  with  a box  therein,  to  contain  not  less  than  , 
twenty-four  cartridges,  suited  to  the  bore  of  his  1 
musket  or  firelock,”  &c.  “or  with  a good  rifle,”  and 
corresponding  equipment.  The  present  secretary’ 
of  war  proposes  lor  enactment,  “that  every  citizen, 
duly  enrolled  in  the  militia,  shall  be  constantly  pro- 
vided with  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition, 
&c.”  but,  in  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  militia  of  the  house  ol  representatives, 
he  explains  this  to  mean,  so  far  as  regaids  the  “ac- 
tive class,”  that  they  are  to  be  armed  and  equipped 
at  the  puDlic  expense,  as  well  as  paid  lor  their  ser- 
vices. In  the  communication  alluded  to,  and  doubt- 
less with  a view  to  obviate  all  constitutional  objec- 
tions, the  secretary  speaks  of  his  purpose  “to  apply 
to  the  states  to  replace,  by  law,  their  contingents  at 
the  disposition  of  the  general  government,  for  a pe- 
riod of  not  more  than  thirty  days  of  every  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  their  being  trained  in  conjunction 
with  regular  troops,  and  by  veteran  officers.”  Con- 
templating the  necessity  of  this  assent,  he  adds:  “It 
is  not  probable  that  this  co-operation  will  be  with- 
held by  any  state,  when  the  advantages  are  present 
ed  to  it  oi  possessing  a body  of  well  organized,  w ell 
armed  and  well  disciplined  militia,  without  any  ex- 
pense, either  to  the  states  or  to  the  citizens  thereof, 
and  when  they  are  made  aware  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  government  to  assemble  such  militia,  at  con- 
vent'nt  points,  within  each  stale,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
depots  of  arms,  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  as 
part  of  the  system.” 

Notwithstanding  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1792, 
to  provide  lor  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  though  its  piovisions  have  been  thought  by  many 
to  impose  individual  burdens  of  too  much  severity, 
general  Washington  evidently'  regarded  it  as  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  contemplated.  More  than 
once,  after  its  passage,  he  brought  the  subject  be- 
fore congress  in  his  annual  address.  Recurring  to 
the  militia  “as  the  safe  and  adequate  defence  of  the 
.nation,”  in  his  speecti  on  the  3d  of  December,  1793, 
after  speaking  of  the  necessity  of  procuring  arms 
and  other  military  apparatus,  he  emphatically  ob- 
serves: 

“Nor  can  such  arrangements,  with  such  objects, 
be  exposed  to  the  censure  or  jealousy  of  the  warm- 
est friend  of  republican  government.  They  are  in- 
capable of  abuse  in  the  hands  of  a militia, who  ought 
to  possess  a pride  in  being  the  depository  of  the 
power  of  the  republic,  and  may  be  trained  to  a de- 
gree of  energy  equal  to  every  military  exigenev  of 
the  United  Slates.  But  it  is  an  inquiry  which  cannot 
be  loo  solemnly  pursued,  whether  the  act  hus  organized 
them  so  as  to  produce  their  full  effect .” 

In  his  speech  of  the  19lh  of  November,  1794,  the 
president  again  brought  the  subject  forward;  and, 
among  other  things,  made  the  following  remark: 

"The  devising  and  establishing  a well  regulated  mi 
lilia,  would,  be  a genuine  source  of  legislative  honor, 
and  a,  perfect  title  to  gratitude.” 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  further 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  organization  or  dis- 
cipline of  I he  militia,  till  the  passage  of  an  act,  in 
addition  to  the  one  already  noticed,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  approved 
Maich  2,  1803,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  de- 
signed to  enforce  and  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
former.  Among  other  provisions  of  the  act  last  re- 
iered  to,  it  is  expressly  declared: 

“Sec.  1.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  militia  in  each  state,  to  make  returns 
of  the  militia  of  the  state  fo  w hich  he  belongs,  w ith 
their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition  agree- 
ably tothe  directions  ofthe  aetto  which  this  is  an 
addition,  to  the  president  ot  the  United  States,  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  January  in 
each  year;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  from  lime  to  time,  to  give  such  directions  to 
the  adjutant  generals  of  militia  as  shall,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  necessary  to  produce  an  uniformity  in  the 
said  returns;  and  tie  shall  lay  an  abstract  of  the  same 
bpfore  congress,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of 
February,  annually.” 

The  second  section  of  the  same  act  declares: — 
“That  every  citizen,  duly  enrolled,  in  the  militia, 
should  be  constantly  provided  with  arms,  accoutrements 
and  amunition,  asreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  said 
act,  [the  act  of  May  8,  1792,  before  recited]  horn 
and  after  he  shall  be  duly  notified  of  his  enroll- 
ment,” &c. 

Here  was  a re  enactment  of  the  injunction  upon 
every  citizen  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  for- 
ty-five yeais  (with  very  few  exceptions),,  to  keep 
himself  constantly  armed  and  equiperi,  at  his  own 
expense,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1792,  from  and  alter  the  day  he  might  receive  no- 
tice of  his  enrollment. 

How  far  the  requisitions  of  these  several  acts 
have  been  complied  with  by  officers  or  men,  or  how 


far  they  have  advanced  the  decipline  ofthe  militia 
throughout  the  union,  or  produced  regularity  and 
uniformity  in  the  returns  annually  required,  the  ex- 
perience and  observation  ot  the  senate  will  enable 
them  to  judge.  So  tar,  how  ever,  as  your  committee 
are  enabled  to  speak,  they  believe,  it  not  wholly  in- 
efficient, they  have  at  least  fallen  very  short  ol  the 
results  contemplated.  As  evidence  ot  the  correct- 
ness of  this  view  of  the  subject,  wc  find  the  reorga- 
nization and  better  government  lor  the  discipline  of 
the  militia  have  been,  ever  since,  one  ofthe  standing 
the  mes  of  almost  eveiy  executive  message,  of  many 
reports  from  the  department  of  war,  and  ol  frequent 
discussion  in  congress.  It  was  a subject  of  almost 
constant  solicitude  with  Mr.  Madison  throughout 
his  administration.  In  his  message  ot  D.  cember  5, 
1810,  he  submitted  it  to  the  attention  of  congress  in 
ttie  lollowing  terms: 

“These  preparations  for  arming  the  militia  having 
thus  far  provided  forone  of  the  objects  contemplated 
by  the  powervested  in  congiess  with  respect  tothat 
great  bulwark  of  the  public  safety,  it  is  for  their  con- 
sideration whether  further  provisions  are  not  requi- 
site for  tiie  other  contemplated  objections  of  organi- 
zation and  discipline.  To  give  to  this  great  mass  of 
physical  and  moral  force  the  efficiency  which  it  me- 
rits, and  is  capable  of  receiving,  it  is  indispensable 
that  they  should  be  instructed  and  practised  in  the 
rules  by  w hich  they  are  to  be  governed.  Toward 
an  accomplishment  of  this  important  work,l  recom- 
mend for  the  consideration  of  congress  the  expedi- 
ency of  instituting  a system  which  shall,  in  the  first 
instance,  call  into  the  field,  at  the  public  expense,  and 
for  a given  time,  certain  portions  of  the  commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  officers.” 

Alter  more  than  two  years’  continuance  of  the 
late  w ar  with  Great  Biitain,  strengthened  in  his  for- 
mer opinions  by  experience,  as  he  no  doubt  was, 
Mr.  Madison,  in  his  message  of  September  20,  1814, 
again  brought  the  subject  belore  congress  in  the  lol- 
lowing emphatic  manner: 

“I  earnestly  renew,  at  this  time,  a recommenda- 
tion of  such  changes  in  the  system  ofthe  militia,  as 
by  classing  and  disciplining,  lor  the  most  prompt  and 
active  service,  the  portions  most  capable  of  it,  will 
give  to  that  great  resource  for  the  public  safety  all 
the  requisite  energy  and  efficiency.” 

After  the  close  ofthe  war,  in  his  message  of  De- 
cember 5,  1815,  Mr.  Madison  referred  to  the  expe- 
rience of  that  eventful  peiiod,  and  again  urged  upon 
congress  “such  a classification  and  organization  of 
the  militia  as  would  most  effectually  render  it  the 
safeguard  of  a free  state.”  Indicating  his  convic- 
tions that  the  existing  law  required  alteration  and 
amendment,  he  pressed  “the  importance  of  that  skill 
in  tile  use  ol  arms,  and  that  familiarity  with  the  es- 
sential rules  of  discipline,  which”  (he  stated)  “can- 
not be  expected  from  the  regulations  now’ in  force.” 
And,  in  his  last  annual  message  of  December  3, 
1816,  when  just  about  to  retire  forever  from  the  du- 
ties and  responsibilities  of  office,  in  that  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism which  had  distinguished  his  lo.,g  and  event- 
ful public  life,  he  made  a fi  al  and  anxious  appeal 
to  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  nation,  in 
which  he  waimly  recommended  a “reorganization 
of  the  militia”  in  the  follow  ing  language: 

“As  a subject  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
national  welfare,  I must  again  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  congress  a reorgani- 
zation ofthe  militia  on  a plan  which,  will  form  il  into 
classes,  according  to  the.  periods  of  life  more  or  less 
udopled  to  military  services.  An  < fficient  militia  is 
authorised  and  contemplated  by  the  constitution, 
and  required  by  the  spirit  and  safety  of  a tree  go- 
vernment. The  present  organization  of  our  militia 
is  universally  regarded  as  less  efficient  than  it  ought 
to  be  made;  and  no  organization  can  be  better  cal- 
culated to  give  to  it  due  force  than  a classification 
which  w ill  assign  the  foremost  in  the  delence  of  the 
country  to  that  portion  of  its  citizens  w hose  activity 
and  animation  best  enable  them  to  rally  to  its 
standard.” 

During  the  same  session,  the  subject  of  the  reor- 
ganization and  discipline  ofthe  militia  was  agitated 
in  congress,  and  on  the  17tli  of  January,  1817,  an 
elaborate  report  thereon  was  made  by  general  Har- 
rison, (then  a member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives from  Ohio),  as  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
whom  it  had  been  referred.  The  most  striking  al- 
teration lie  proposed  in  his  report  was  “a  system  of 
military  instruction  which”  (he  said)  “should  bo 
engrafted  on,  and  form  a part  of,  the  ordinary  edu- 
cation of  our  youth.”  His  views  upon  t hat  subject 
can  be  understood  by  the  following  extracts  lrom 
Ill’s  report: 

“Asihe  important  advantages  of  the  military  part 
of  t he  education  of  the  youth  w ill  accrue  to  the  com- 
munity, and  not  to  the  individuals  who  acquire  it, 
it  is  proper  that  the  whole  expense  ofthe  establish- 
ment should  he  borne  by  Ihe  public  treasury. 
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“That,  to  comport  with  the  equality  which  is  the 
basis  of  our  constitution,  the  organization  of  the  es- 
tablishment should  be  such  as  to  extend,  without 
exception,  to  every  individual  of  the  proper  age. 

“That,  to  secure  this,  the  contemplated  military 
instruction  should  not  be  given  in  distant  schools, 
established  for  that  purpose,  but  that  it  should  form 
a branch  of  education  in  every  school  within  the 
Unityd  States. 

“That  a corps  of  military  institutions  should  be 
formed  to  attend  to  the  gymnastic  and  elementary 
part  of  education  in  every  school  in  the  United 
States,  while  the  more  scientific  part  of  the  art  of 
war  shall  be  communicated  by  professors  of  tactics, 
to  be  established  in  all  the  higher  seminaries.” 

Preparatory  to  (he  execution  of  this  projet,  its  au- 
thor concluded  his  report  by  offering  tor  adoption  a 
resolution,  in  the  following  words; 

“ Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  required 
to  prepare  and  lay  before  this  house,  at  the  next 
session  of  congress,  a plan  for  the  military  instruc- 
tion of  all  the  youth  of  the  United  States,  inthe  way 
which  is  best  calculated  for  the  purpose,  w ith  as 
little  injury  as  possible  to  the  ordinary  course  of 
education.” 

What  would  have  been  the  expense  of  thus  edu- 
cating “all  the  youth  in  the  United  States,”  as  pro- 
posed, no  estimate  seems  to  have  been  attemptedor 
called  for;  nor  is  any  thing  said  in  the  report  to  in- 
dicate the  provision  of  the  constitution  whence  the 
power  is  deduced.  But,  if  the  number  of  youth 
amounted  to  one  hundred  thousand  only,  at  an  ave- 
rage expense  of  twenty  dollars  each  per  annum — 
which,  including  the  “elementary”  schools  and 
“higher  seminaries,”  would  have  been  very  reason- 
able, the  expenditure  for  this  branch  of  military  in- 
struction alone,  would  have  amounted  to  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually. 

There  is,  however,  appended  to  the  report, “esti- 
mates of  the  expenses  of  training  the  officers  and 
sergeants  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates.  These 
estimates  are  made  [in  the  first  place]  on  a sup- 
posed number  of  one  hundred  thousand  men, divid- 
ed equally,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  into  twenty  five 
brigades.”  The  committee  estimated  the  “ex- 
pense of  training  officers  for  one  month,  at  full  pay, 
of  twenty-five  brigades,  or  one  hundred  thousand 
men,”  at  $173,850.  “And  estimating  the  whole 
United  States  militia,  then  the  total  expense  of 
training  the  officers  [alone]  of  the  whole  militia, 
would  be  some  hundred  thousand  dollars  less  than 
two  millions.”  That  is,  about  $1,900,000  for 
training  them  one  month  in  the  year. 

Such  was  his  anxiety  to  improve  this  arm  of  the 
national  defence,  that  the  opinion  seems  to  have 
been  entertained  by  general  Harrison,  that  the  pow- 
er granted  by  the  constitution  as  it  then  existed, 
and  still  does,  was  not  sufficient  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object  in  all  respects.  Hence,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1817,  about  six  weeks  after  his 
report,  just  noticed,  he  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  greatly  extending  the  powers  of 
congress  over  the  subject. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  existing  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution  expressly  reserves  “to  the 
states,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers, 
and  authority  of  training  the  militia,  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  congress.”  The  object  of 
the  proposed  amendment  of  the  constitution,  which 
will  be  found  appended  to  this  report,  was  to  give 
congress,  “concurrently  with  the  stales,”  the 
•‘power  to  provide  for  training  the  militia,"  and  fur- 
ther declaring,  that  “ whilst  engaged  in  that  service 
[that  is,  being  trained]  they  shall  be  subject  to  the 
miles  and  regulations,  prescribed  for  the  government 
of  the  militia,  when  in  the  military  service  of  the  U. 
States,”  &c.c. 

The  effect  of  this  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
if  it  had  been  adopted,  would  have  been  to  concede 
to  the  authorities  of  the  general  government,  w hen- 
ever it  might  be  deemed  expedient  to  exercise  it, 
the  most  ample  power  to  train  anil  discipline  the 
militia,  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  length  of 
time,  as  congress  might  have  directed,  or  authoris- 
ed, limited  only  by  their  discretion.  Conferring  on 
congress,  in  general  terms,  power  concurrently  with 
the  dates — and,  of  course,  to  the  same  extent — dis- 
cretionary authority  might  have  been  given  to  the 
president,  or  any  other  functionary  of  the  general 
government,  to  have  trained  the  militia,  in  any 
number,  at  any  place,  at  any  season,  and  for  any 
portion  of  the  year.  Further,  it  would  have  sub- 
jected them,  expressly,  while  being  trained  or  dis- 
ciplined, to  the  same  “rules  and  regulations  pre- 
scribed for  the  government  of  the  militia,  when  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States;”  in  other 
words,  it  would  have  subjected  them,  in  time  of 
eace,  and  when  assembled  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
eing  trained  or  disciplined,  to  “the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war.” 


The  fast  clause  of  the  amendment  proposed, 
which  does  no!  seem  to  have  been  considered  ne- 
cessary, when  the  report  above  referred  to  was 
made,  gave  to  congress  the  power  “to  provide  for 
teaching,  in  the  primary  schools,  and  other  semina- 
ries of'  learning  m the  several  states,  the  system  of 
discipline  prescribed  lor  the  militia.”  To  have 
carried  this  power  into  effect,  would  have  beeq  to 
give  a military  education,  at  the  expense  of  the  U. 
States,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  every  male  scho- 
lar, or  student  in  the  several  states;  as  a system  of 
discipline  would  necessarily  include,  not  only  the 
use  of  arms,  but  all  the  field  evolutions  required  in 
the  army  of  the  United  Slates.  Whether  public 
sentiment  would  have  sustained  the  authorities  of 
the  general  government  in  the  exercise  of  the  seve- 
ral powers  thus  proposed  to  be  granted  to  it,  may 
well  be  questioned;  but,  if  such  had  been  tfie  case, 
with  the  military  education,  contemplated  for  tfie 
youth  of  the  country  in  the  first  place,  followed  by 
training  and  discipline  in  the  field,  for  a sufficient 
length  of  time,  it  would  have  rendered  the  mass  of 
our  citizens  more  emphatically  soldiers,  than  those 
of  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 

The  author  of  this  amendment  seems  to  have 
been  so  well  satisfied  of  its  expediency,  that  he 
moved  it  again  at  the  ensuing  session  of  congress; 
and  pressed  it  upon  their  attention  on  the  ground, 
as  tie  stated,  that  “as  the  constitution  had  express- 
ly reserved  to  the  states  the  right  of  training  and 
disciplining  the  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion might  be  deemed  necessaiy.”  But  his  amend- 
ment failed  to  meet  sufficient  approbation  to  secure 
its  adoption;  and,  like  many  other  propositions  on 
the  subject  of  the  organization  and  discipline  of 
the  militia,  is  only  to  he  remembered  as  a part  of 
our  legislative  history. 

Your  committee  might  present  many  other  in- 
stances of  the  continued  agitation  of  this  subject, 
so  intimately  connected  with  our  national  satety, 
since  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  constitution 
which  has  just  been  mentioned;  but  they  will  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  notice  of  one  further  effort  to 
reform  the  supposed  defects  of  the  existing  system. 
Tfiey  allude  to  that  made  by  the  secretary  of  war 
in  the  year  1826,  to  whom  had  been  assigned,  by  a 
resolution  of  congress,  “the  duty  of  having  prepar- 
ed a system  of  cavalry  tactics  and  a system  of  in- 
struction for  artillery,  for  the  use  of  cavalry  and 
artillery  of  the  militia.” 

To  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  the 
honorable  James  Barbour,  then  secretary  of  w ar, 
thought  proper  to  convene  a “board,  composed  of 
officers  of  the  militia  and  of  the  army.”  In  his  re- 
port to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  which 
w-as  submitted  to  congress  at  the  ensuing  session, 
tfie  secretary  remarks; 

“The  occasion  was  too  favorable  to  be  lost,  and 
was,  therefore,  eagerly  seized,  of  profitting  by  this 
collection  of  talent  and  experience  to  review  our 
present  defective  militia  system,  and  if  possible,  by 
an  entirely  new  organization,  to  place  it  on  a loot- 
ing which  would  realize  the  expectations  and 
w ishes  of  every  patriot  in  relation  to  this  great  arm 
of  national  defence.”  The  secretary  further  said: 

“Important  changes  in  the  present  system  are 
indispensable,  to  make  the  militia  any  way  equal 
to  the  standard  assigned  it  by  the  wishes  of  the 
patriot.  To  the  end  that  every  source  from  which 
information  might  be  collected  should  be  approach- 
ed, I addressed  a circular  letter  to  the  governor  of 
every  state  and  territory,  and  to  many  citizens  dis- 
tinguished alike  by  their  intelligence  and  expe- 
rience, asking  for  information  upon  this  interesting 
subject.” 

To  the  interrogatories  propounded,  in  this  circu- 
lar, many  of  the  distinguished  officers  and  individu- 
als responded  minutely  and  elaborately.  The  board 
of  officers  assembled,  took  those  communications, 
and  the  various  other  matters  submitted,  into  grave 
consideration;  and  reported  “a  plan  for  the  enroll- 
ment and  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,”  involving  many  alterations  in  the  system. 

The  whole  ol  this  voluminous  correspondence, 
and  the  report  of  the  board  of  officers,  were  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  congress:  but  what  was 
the  result?  No  definite  legislative  action  took  place 
upon  the  alterations  proposed:  the  law  was  permit- 
ted to  remain  as  it  before  existed.  Indeed,  as  often 
as  the  subject  has  been  recommended,  and  urged, 
in  the  messages  of  our  several  chief  magistrates, 
and  agitated  in  both  houses  ofcongress,  no  law  has 
been  passed,  materially  changing  the  provisions  of 
those  already  noticed,  during  a period  of  more  than 
thirty  seven  years. 

With  so  many  instances  of  fruitless  attempts  to 
change  our  militia  system,  before  them,  your  com- 
mittee are  not  prepared  to  adopt  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  the  secretary  of  war,  nor  to  make  any. 
other  material  change  in  the  organization  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  militia,  at  present.  If  it  be  desirable 


r to  cause  those  who  constitute  the  militia  to  arm 
j themselves,  the  acts  of  1792  and  1803,  passed  6nr- 
[ ing  the  administrations  of  general  Washington  and 
Mr.  Jefferson,  already  require  them  to  do  to.  If 
they  should  be  trained  and  disciplined,  a system 
for  that  purpose  has  already  been  prescribed  and 
furnished;  and  it  only  remains  lor  the  state  govern- 
ments, to  which  the  constitution  very  properly  re- 
serves that  authority,  to  enforce  it.  But  tfie  commit- 
tee are  almost  constrained  to  believe  that  no  system, 
which  can  be  devised,  will  ever  render  the  mass  of 
citizens  engaged  in  the  ordinary  avocatio.is  of  life, 
to  ahich  they  are  stimulated  by  the  impulses  of 
duty  and  interest,  a well  trained  and  disciplined 
soldiery.  In  a time  of  profound  peace,  when  they 
do  not  perceive  any  probable  necessity  for  their 
services  in  the  field,  they  cannot  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  such  attainments  as  can  only  be  acquir- 
ed by  considerable  expense,  labor  and  saciihce  of 
time.  Yet,  we  are  assured,  by  the  experience  of 
the  past,  that,  however  reluctant  our  fellow  citizens 
may  be  to  undergo  tfie  drudgery  of  militiebdiscipline, 
in  times  of  peace  and  security,  they  are  ever  ready 
to  rally  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  assail- 
ed bv  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic.  When  so  call- 
ed out,  or,  rather,  coining  forth  on  such  occasions 
spontaneously  as  tfiey  do,  they  regard  no  privation 
nor  exposure;  no  severity  of  discipline  nor  danger; 
no  sacrifice  of  ease,  comfort,  interest,  nor  even  life 
itself,  if  demanded  by  the  honor,  safety  or  welfare, 
of  their  country.  Witli  such  feelings,  and  a love  of 
country,  predominant  over  all  selfish  considerations, 
the  proudest  citizen  becomes,  at  once,  a soldier  in 
courage,  and,  very  soon,  in  discipline  and  subordi- 
nation. 

Were  the  committee  disposed  to  suggest  any  new 
legislation  on  this  occasion,  it  would  be  that  more 
liberal  and  efficient  measures  should  be  taken  to 
arm  and  equip  the  whole  body  of  the  militia.  Tfie 
act  passed  on  the,  23d  of  April,  1808,  appropriated 
“the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars” 
“lor  the  purpose  of  providing  arms  and  military 
equipments  lor  the  w hole  body  ol  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  either  by  purchase  or  manufacture, 
by,  and  on  account  of,  the  U.  Slates.”  Your  com- 
mittee concur  in  opinion  with  the  board  of  officers, 
assembled  in  1826,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  that 
this  sum  is  “inadequate”  for  the  object  contemplat- 
ed; for  they  state,  no  doubt  on  due  consideration, 
that,  “according  to  the  present  rate  of  appropriation 
by  congress,  lor  tfiat  purpose,  it  would  require, 
even  supposing  the  population  to  be  stationary, 
about  seventy  five  years  more  to  accomplish  a mea- 
sure so  congenial  to  the  whole  theory  of  our  insti- 
tutions.” The  act  has  now  been  in  operation  a pe- 
riod of  thirty-two  years,  and  the  whole  number  of 
small  arms,  and  field  artillery,  distributed  among  all 
the  states,  since  its  passage,  would,  perhaps,  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  militia  of  tfie 
state  of  New  York.  This  is  sufficient  to  prove  the 
total  inadequacy  of  the  existing  law  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  throughout 
the  union,  within  any  reasonable  time.  Without 
arm?  it  is  impossible  to  train  men  to  the  use  of  them; 
and  for  the  men  to  procure  tl  em.  of  that  uniform 
and  proper  quality,  which  is  almost  essential  to  the 
purposes  of  discipline,  would  involve  individual 
burdens,  regarded  a?  oppressive  by  those  who  con- 
stitute the  mass  of  the  militia. 

Such  are  the  general  views  of  your  committee, 
upon  this  interesting  and  important  subject;  but 
they  regard  the  present  financial  condition  of  the 
country  as  inauspicious  to  their  accomplishment; 
and,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  furttier  consideration  of  the  subject. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales, 
February  28,  1817 — Mr.  Harrison  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing proposition  of  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  Jim  erica  in  congress  assem- 
bled, (two  thirds  of  both  houses  concurring  therein). 
That  tfie  follow  ing  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states;  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  said  states,  shall  be 
valid,  to  "all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a part  of  the 
-said  constitution: 

Congress  shall,  concurrently  with  the  states,  have 
power  to  provide  for  training  the  militia,  accoiding 
to  the  discipline  prescribed  for  that  purpose,  and, 
whilst  engaged  in  that  service,  they  shall  be  subject 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  militia  when  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  to  provide  lor  teach- 
ing, in  the  primary  schools  and  other  seminaries  of 
learning  in  the  several  states,  the  system  ol  disci- 
pline prescribed  for  the  militia. 


368 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  8,  1840— CHRONICLE. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Arabian  horses,  the  presents  from  the  imaum  of 
Muscat,  were  sold  at  auction  in  Washington,  by  Mr. 
Dyer,  on  Tuesday  last.  They  were  not  line  looking 
animals.  One  of  them  was  purchased  by  maj.  Eaton, 
for  $650.  [Alexandria  Gazelle. 

Cattle.  A great  sale  of  Durham  cattle  look  place 
atLcxmgton,  Kentucky,  recently.  Among  others  Vic- 
toria was  sold  for  $1,750,  and  Prince  Albert,  her  calf, 
for  $350. 

China  seas.  The  Boston  Journal  says:— “ It  is  now 
rumored,  and  we  hope  and  believe  that  there  is  some 
substantial  foundation  for  it,  that  five  ships  are  about  to 
be  despatched,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit,  for 
the  East  Indies,  to  consist  of  the  Independence,  Con- 
stellation, Concord  and  two  other  sloops  of  war— -the 
squadron  to  be  commanded  by  commodore  Warring- 
ton.” 

Congressman.  We  learn  from  the  Intelligencer  that 
Mr.  Habersham,  a representative  Irom  Georgia,  remains 
at  Washington  quite  ill. 

Cotton-  At  New  York,  on  Friday,  1,700  bales  Up- 
land and  Florida  at  7a91-2  c.;  1,050  Mobile,  at  71-2a 
10  3-4  c.;  150  New  Orleans,  at  9al0  1-2  c.  and  150 
Texas,  at  8 1-2  c.  were  taken  principally  for  export. 
Since  then,  very  little  done,  and  no  variation  in  the 
market. 

At  Charleston,  last  week,  the  sales  of  cotton  only 
amounted  to  730  bales  of  Upland  at  6 l-2al0  c.  and 
about  40  bags  Sea  island,  at  former  prices.  The  stock 
had  got  down  on  Saturday  to  600  bales  Sea  island  and 
3,767  Upland,  against  1,768  Sea  island  and  5,968  Up- 
land, same  time  last  year.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
season,  including  what  remained  on  hand  October  1, 
1839,  was  20,007  Sea  island  and  280.816  Upland, 
against  11,944' Sea  island  and  202,532  Upland  received 
1^1  year;  showing  an  increase  of  receipts  this  year  over 
last,  ol  88,437  bales. 

August  1. — The  operations  in  Upland  since  our  last 
of  the”  25 th  ult.  have  been  confined  to  about  762  bags 
at  6 5-8al0  cts. 

Savannah,  August  1.— The  sale^  from  26th  June 
amount  to  3,496  bales,  at  6al0  1-2  cts. 

Louisiana  crops.  The  New  Orleans  Courier  says: 
“Abundant  as  last  year’s  crop  turned  out,  we  are  as- 
sured that  of  this  year  will  exceed  it  in  quality  and 
quantity,  should  nothing  unusual  happen  before  No- 
vember. A planter  on  Red  river,  who  made  800  bales 
last  year,  calculates  on  1,000  at  least,  this  fall.  Prices 
of  cotton  as  at  last  quotations. 

Okra  cotton.  This  species  of  cotton  has  now  esta- 
blished amongst  the  planters  of  that  part  of  Alabama 
where  it  was  first  discovered  and  most  extensively  cul- 
tivated an  undisputed  superiority  over  all  other  varie- 
ties of  the  short  staple.  The  yield  to  the  acre  is  extra- 
ordinary, and  the  staple  finer,  while  its  turn  out  trom 
the  gin  head  is  still  more  astonishing.  On  good  land, 
the  Droduct  is  3,000  pounds  to  the  acre. 

v [N.  O.  Bulletin. 

Deaths.  During  the  week  ending  the  25th  of  July, 
there  were  192  interments  in  New  York;  in  Philadel- 
phia 138,  of  which  91  were  children;  at  Baltimore  43, 
of  which  7 were  colored,  1 a slave  and  6 free. 

During  the  week  ending  the  1st  inst.  at  Boston  42; 
at  New  York  202,  of  whom  135  were  under  5 years  ot 
age;  at  Philadelphia  110,  of  whom  53  were  under  2 
years  of  age;  at  Baltimore  63,  of  whom  35  were  under  2 
years,  8 were  free  colored  and  2 slaves. 

Mrs.  Harriet  King,  the  lady  of  judge  King,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Alexander  Hamilton,  arid  the  last  of  his 
family,  died  on  the  31st  ult.  at  Philadelphia,  from  injury 
received  by  a newspaper  she  was  reading,  taking  fire 
front  a lamp,  and  communicating  to  her  dress.  Her 
sufferings  before  death  are  represented  as  most  dis- 
tressing. 

Emigration  to  Trinidad.  The  honorable  Mr.  Burn- 
ly,  commissioned  by  the  government  of  Trinidad,  will 
come  south  in  the  first  week  of  September,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  with  the  free  colored  inhabitants  of 
the  states  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Virginia,  as  to  the  most  desirable  arrangements  for  in- 
suring the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  emigrate  to  that  colony.  A British  ship  of  the 
first  class,  will  sail  from  this  city  with  passengers  on 
the  1st  of  October  and  other  vessels  will  follow  in  suc- 
cession, so  fast  as  applicants  may  offer.  Committees 
are  recommended  to  be  formed  to  meet  this  gentleman 
on  his  arrival  [Sura. 

Elections.  The  state  and  congressional  elections 
commenced  in  North  Carolina,  on  the  29th  ult.  in  Ed- 
comb,  Pitt,  Washington,  Beaufort  and  Hyue  counties. 
On  the  31st  in  Greenville  ebunty — on  the  Gih  instant, 
in  Columbus.  Craven,  Jones,  Greene,  Leinor,  Carteret, 
Johnston,  Wayne,  Halifax,  Bertie,  Northampton,  Mar- 
tin, Franklin,  Warren  and  Nash.  In  the  balance  of 
the  state  on  the  13th  of  August,  except  Sampson  where 
it  occurs  on  the  14th. 

On  the  3i  instant,  elections  took  place  in  the  states 
of  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Alabama. 
On  the  6th  in  Tennessee.  On  September  1st  in  Ver- 
mont, and  on  the  14th  September  in  Maine. 

Exchange,  at  N.  York  on  England  1 06  3-4al  07  or. 
France  5 28  3 -4a 5 30;  on  Philadelphia  3 1-2;  on  Balti- 
more 2 l-4a2  1-2;  Charleston  2 1-2;  Savannah  7 l-2a8; 
Florida  35  to  50;  at  Cincinnati  exchange  on  Baltimore 
2;  on  New  York  7 1-2  per  cent. 


Exeter,  mass.  Population  2,913,  of  which  1,377  are 
males,  and  1,536  females,  increase  since  1830, 154. 

Flour.  At  Boston  $5  -5  25;  at  New  York,  Genne- 
see  and  Ohio  flat  hoops  at  $5;  Georgetown  and  Rich- 
mond county  at  !s5  25,  and  Brandywine  at  $5  37  1-2; 
all  cash.  At  Baltimore,  the  supply  is  light  and  barely 
sufficiently  for  the  demand — the  inspections  of  the 
week  8,827  barrels,  and  4-16  half  barrels;  for  the  month 
ending  30th  of  June,  192,644  barrels.  Prices  range 
from  $5  12  to  5 50  from  the  stores.  At  Georgetown, 
$4  87a5;  at  Richmond  $4  87  to  $5;  at  Charleston,  S. 
C.  $5  75a6  50;  at  New  Orleans,  super  fine  $5  50. 

Fruit.  A return  to  the  house  of  commons  gives  the 
value  ol  apples,  pears  and  cherries  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  since  the  establishment  of  an  ad  va- 
loren  duly  of  five  per  cent,  in  1838;  for  apples  it  was 
,£43,909,  and  the  amount  of  duty  £2,211;  for  pears 
£740,  amount  of  duty  £37;  and  for  cherries  £260,  duty 
£11. 

Iowa.  James  M.  Clark,  esq.  has  been,  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  legislative  council  of  Iowa;  and  Edward 
Johnson,  esq.  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Meteors.  A correspondent  of  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce speaks  of  the  approach  ol  the  period  of  an  an- 
nual meteoric  visitation  which  he  states  to  be  the  9th  or 
10th  of  August.  His  communication  indicates  consi- 
derable research,  and  he  quotes  ancients  and  moderns 
with  peculiar  data,  in  support  of  his  proposition.  The 
month  of  August  appears  to  have  been  particularly  fa- 
vored, according  to  tradition,  with  meteoric  displays, 
and  later  evidence  is  also  given  in  favor  of  that  belief, 
though  the  precise  time  continues  rather  uncertain. 

This  being  leap  year,  makes  it  doubtful  whether  we 
should  not  expect  the  phenomena  to  occur  a night  ear- 
lier than  in  other  years.  Professor  Olmstead’s  shower 
of  meteors  occurred  in  November. 

The  Paris  Moniteur,  the  official  paper  of  the  go- 
vernment under  all  the  changes  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, is  in  progress  of  republication,  commencing  with 
the  year  1689.  It  lias  been  much  sought  after. 

Norristown,  Pa.  Population  2,853  whites;  71  co- 
lored— total  2,924. 

Paganini  died  at  Nice,  May  27th,  an  unhappy  man, 
it  would  seem,  with  all  his  immense  fortune. 

Presents  from  the  emperor  of  Morcoco.  The  brig 
Russell,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  Sunday  evening,  has 
on  board  the  two  lions  intended  as  presents  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales  from  the  emperor  of  Moroc- 
co. There  was  also  a monkey  on  board,  hut  to  whom 
that  is  to  be  presented  has  not  transpired. 

Three  packet  ships,  besides  the  steamers,  left  New 
York  tor  Europe  on  Saturday  last.  The  Ontario  with 
bat  few  if  any  passengers,  the  Europe  for  Liver- 
pool with  her  cabin  full  of  passengers,  and  the  Balti- 
more fur  Havre  with  but  few  passengers,  and  $35,000 
in  specie.  Ail  with  cargoes  of  merchandise  and  pro- 
duce. The  Queen  in  addition  to  her  passage  money, 
has  a freight  of  £365.  She  took  flour  at  3s.  sterling. 

Revolutionary  soldiers  departing.  The  Clearfield 
Banner  announces  the  death,  in  Lawrence,  Pa.  of  Win. 
Hugh  Jordan,  aged  83  years.  He  was  a volunteer 
through  the  winter  of  1776-7,  under  general  Sterling. — 
He  volunteered  again  in  1777,  and  was  at  the  battle  of 
Germantown,  Pa.  In  1803  he  emigrated  to  Clearfield 
county,  Pa.  which  v.as  then  “the  west,”  and  has  since 
filled  many  offices  of  honor  and  trust. 

Thomas  Belton,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  reputed 
to  be  108  years  old,  died  a few  days  since,  at  Newark, 
(N.  J.)  He  served  six  years  in  the  army  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a pension. 

Saco,  Mass.  Population,  4,403.  In  1330,  it  was 
3,219,  increase,  1,189.  The  increase  is  all  in  school 
district  No.  1,  where  the  manufactories  are  situated; 
the  other  nine  districts  decreased  154  since  1830. 

Saturn’s  rings  at  their  widest  extent.  The  even- 
ing sky  is  at  present  very  attractive;  the  stupendous 
rings  of  Saturn  being  this  year  at  their  widest  extent; 
while  Jupiter,  the  largest  planetary  body  of  our  system, 
affords  an  object  of  peculiar  interest,  both  on  account 
of  its  bolts  and  its  beautiful  train  ofsatelites. 

[Providence  Courier. 

Specie  from  Mexico.  On  the  24th  ult.  a wagon  ar- 
rived at  St.  Louis  trom  Ghihauhau,  by  way  of  Santa 
Fe,  bringing  $50,000  in  bullion,  and  $30,000  in  specie. 
The  wagon  left  Chihauhau  about  the  15ih  of  March,  in 
company  with  about  forty  others.  This  company,  and 
the  one  which  arrived  in  May,  have  brougnt  about 
$200,000  in  specie  and  bullion. 

Steamers.  The  British  Queen  left  New  York  for 
Liverpool  on  the  1st  inst.  with  135  passengers.  The 
New  President  steamer  was  advertised  to  leave  Liver- 
pool for  New  York  on  the  same  day:  she  is  the  largest 
steamer  afloat,  being  2,316  tons,  with  an  engine  of  600 
horse  power. 

The  Britannia  left  Boston  harbor  on  the  1st  inst.  hav- 
ing between  eighty  and  ninety  passengers,  half  of 
whom  are  bound  to  Liverpool,  the  remainder  for  Hali- 
fax where  she  will  also  take  in  passengers  for  Liver- 
pool. Five  steamboats, with  bauds  of  music,  &c. 
escorted  her  out. 

The  Great  Western  was  to  have  left  Bristol  for  New 
York  on  the  25th  ult.  The  Acadia  was  to  leave  Liver- 
pool for  Halifax  and  Boston  on  the  4th  inst. 

Sleambout.  The  steamer  American,  capt.  Caldwell, 
was  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge  on  the  10tb  instant,  a s 


Rea’s  wood  yard.  The  passengers  and  crew  were  all 
saved.  Nothing  was  saved  from  the  boat. 

[IY.  O.  Bee. 

The  steam  tonnage  of  the  United  States. 

Tons — 95ihs. 

Employed  on  the  eastern  waters,  54  473  59 

Employed  on  the  lakes,  18,341  27 

Employed  on  the  western  waters,  (rivers)  103.923  58 
Employed  south  of  the  Potomac  river,  17,831  15 


199,469  59 

The  steamboat  tonnage  returned  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1833,  was  90.632  43 — showing  an  increase  of 
about  9,000. 

The  steamboat  Troy,  burns  23  cords  of  wood,  dur- 
ing a trip  from  New  York  to  Albany. 

Stocks.  At  Boston  for  a month  past  a wholesome 
business  at  fair  prices — rail  roads  are  the  favorite  arid 
manufactory  stocks  the  most  depressed.  Maine  stale 
scrip,  15  years  6 per  cent,  interest  payable  in  Boston 
have  been  freely  taken  by  saving  institutions,  &c-  for 
investment. 

A speculating  spirit  got  hold  of  United  States  bank 
stock  last. week.  It  suddenly  run  up  four  and  five  per 
cent. — say  from  62  to  66  1-2  in  New  York,  and  as  high 
as  72  in  Philadelphia.  At  the  last  dates,  5th  inst.  43l> 
shares  were  sold  in  New  York  at  62  to  63  1-2,  and  781 
in  Philadelphia  at  65  to  67. 

The  following  table  will  shew  how  stocks  have  fluc- 
tuated in  New  York  for  the  last  few’  months.  The 
columns  of  figures,  with  the  exception  of  the  last, 
show  the  prices  on  or  about  the  first  of  the  months 
placed  at  their  heads.  The  last  column  is  compiled 
from  the  sales  of  Saturday  last,  1st  August. 

April.  May.  June.  July. 

United  States  bank  72  74  71  3-4  72  3-4  641-4 

Dry  Dock  bank  44  1-2  53  43  47  40 

North  Amer.  Trust  45  1-2  44  34  341-8  301-4 

Delaware  & Hudson  68  1-4  731-8  69  3-4  791-4  761-4 

Manhattan  bank  87  1-2  82 1-2  — 87  — 

Harlem  rail  road  45  1-2  45  1-2  41  41  1-2  36  1-2 

Utica  rail  road  122 1-2  ■ — — 131  — 

Boston  & Providence  96  921-2  931-4  981-2  92 

N.  Jersey  rail  road  77  1-2  83  1 2 80  3-4  SO  1-2  75  1-4 

Stonirigion  rail  road  13  171-2  151-4  18  181-2 

Syracuse  and  Utica  109  1-4  114  119  121  1-4  — 

Temperance  reform.  The  various  temperance  so- 
cieties of  London  had  a procession  lately,  at  which 
trom  15,000  to  16,000  persons  were  in  the  ranks,  and 
4,000  in  carriages.  The  earl  of  Stanhope  presided. 

Tobacco.  The  inspections  in  Baltimore  last  week, 
amounted  to  1,378  hogsheads — Maryland  739  hhds.; 
Ohio  603  do.;  Virginia  2 do.;  Kentucky  27  do.;  and 
Pennsylvania  2 do. 

At  Lynchburg,  Va.  on  Friday,  the  extremes  of  pass- 
ed tobacco  was  quoted  at  $5  l-2al2  1-2,  lugs  $3a4  1-2. 
Very  fine,  both  shipping  and  manufacturing,  is  in  good 
demand  at  high  prices,  whilst  the  lower  classes  of  leaf 
are  not  so  brisk. 

New  Orleans,  29th  July.  The  market  is  much  de- 
pressed and  a further  decline  of  1-4  ct.  on  former  quo- 
tations has  been  submitted  io — inf.  lots  2 3-4,  4 1-4  and 

7 1-4  for  seconds,  and  firsts,  common  lots  2 3-4,  5 1-4 
and  7 1 4;  fair  lots  3,  5 1-2  and  7 3-4;  fine  lots  3 3-4,  6 1-4 
a6  1-2  and  8 l-4aS  1-2.  Selections  4 1-4,6  3-4a7  and 

8 3-4a9.  Sales  300  hhds.  among  which  19a2c.and  135 
a2  3-4.  The  balance  at  prices  not  made  public.  Stuck, 

10  915  hhds. 

Universalism.  The  rev.  Mr.  Smith,  late  minister  of 
the  Universal  church  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  the 
rev.  Mr.  Whittaker,  of  the  church  in  Duane  st.  N.  Y. 
the  oldest  of  that  sect  in  the  city,  have  both  declared 
their  solemn  convictions  that  Universalism  is  not  a 
scripture  doctrine,  and,  therefore,  that  they  are  no  longer 
of  that  faith. 

Wheat.  At  New  York  a contract  has  been  made 
under  orders  from  England  for  20,090  bushels  at  109 
and  112.  At  Baltimore  103  to  113  for  red,  110  to  114 
for  white. 

Western  rivers.  At  Wheeling,  on  Monday,  the 
Ohio  river  had  two  feet  water  in  the  channel,  and  was 
rising. 

Weather.  From  ’St.  Croix  we  learn  that  there  has 
been  no  ruin  there  for  six  months.  Vegetation  is  suf- 
fering so  severely  that  it  is  feared  there  will  be  no 
crops. 

Wool.  This  staple,  like  every  other  in  the  mnket, 
continues  low.  Many  hold  on,  with  the  expectation 
that  belter  times  are  ahead,  and  will  bring  better  prices 
with  them.  We  sincerely  trust  and  believe  that  ‘■belter 
times”  are  soon  to  come.  A manufacturer,  who  has 
purchased  to  some  extent,  has  given  us  the  prices  re- 
cently paid  by  him,  which  will  show  the  present  state 
ot  the  market  in  this  vicinity,  viz:  8.000  pounds  pur- 
chased in  this  town,  and  4,009  pounds  in  Charlestown, 
at  36  3-4  cents  per  pound.  These  lots  were  tliree- 
fourthstuli  blood.  Three  oilier  lots, one  of  800,  another 
ol  1,600,  and  a third  of  1,400  pounds,  were  purchased 
for  41,  40  and  34  cents,  (average),  respectively,  per 
pound — ’he  two  first  Saxon  besi,  and  the  last  three- 
iourths  full  blood.  These  are  not  the  old  prices,  but 
about  in  proportion  to  the  general  reduction  in  the 
prices  of  our  home  products,  f Claremont  (N.  H.)  Eagle. 

The  Baliiinore  American  says:  ‘‘We  learn  that 
there  is  a larger  and  better  assorted  stock  of  wool  in  the 
Baltimore  market  at  the  present  time  than  at  any  sea- 

011  heretofore. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Great  Western  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
8th  inst.  in  fourteen  days  and  a hall  from  Bristol, 
bringing  London  papers  to  lire  24th  and  Bristol  to 
the  25 ill  ult. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Money  market.  Consols  and  bills  of  exchange 
have  declined,,  but  American  stocks  have  impioved 
considerably.  United  States  bank  shares  £ 15  5s. 
Pennsylvania  stocks  had  gone  up  ten  percent,  since 
tlie  lntoimation  ot  the  measures  of  tne  late  session 
had  been  confirmed,  and  now  command  83$a84. — 
Illinois  sixes  sold  at  85. 

Colonel  Thornton,  who  went  lo  London  for  the 
purpose  ot  negotiating  a loan  for  the  state  ol  Illi- 
nois, of  one  million  oi  dollars,  met  with  no  difficulty 
in  immediately  succeeding  in  the  object  of  his  mis- 
sion, and  has  returned  in  the  Great  Western. 

London  money  market,  July  24.  The  English 
funds  displayed  more  firmness  in  the  early  part  ot 
the  day,  consols  being  quoted  at  92$  to  hut  this 
advance  was  not  maintained,  and  some  sales  of 
stocks  having  been  effected  by  the  bank  broker, 
they  closeu  rather  heavily  at  92,  sellers  lor  tile  ac- 
count. Exchequer  hills  were  the  same  as  yesterday, 
being  quoted  at  25s.  to  27s.  premium. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  showed,  hy  reference  to  the  of 
ficial  returns  ol  exports  and  imports,  during  tiie 
course  of  his  speecti  on  the  debate  on  Mr.  Villier’s 
late  motion  for  a repeal  ol  tiie  coir,  laws,  comparing 
the  year  1838  will'.  1839,  that  tiie  declared  value  ot 
cotton  expoited  in  1838  was  £16,715,000,  while  in 
1839  it  was  £17,694,000.  Tile  export  oi  silk  manu- 
factured had  increased  from  £777,000  to  £855,000; 
and  the  woollen  manufactures,  iiom  £5,795,000  in 

1838,  to  £6,207,000  in  1839.  Combining  the  amount 
of  all  the  exports  ot  perfect  wrought  tabric,  it  ap- 
peared the  total  was,  in  1838,  £26,107,000;  and  in 

1839,  £28,252,000. 

Lord  Palmerston,  in  reply  to  lord  Sandon  last 
night  in  the  house  of  commons,  showed,  by  refe- 
rence to  the  same  documents,  that  the  gross  otiicial 
value  of  our  exporlsliad  increased  from  £50,000,000, 
the  amount  in  1838,  to  £53,000,000  in  1839,  and  that 
there  was  an  addition  also  lor  tiie  same  period  of 
£ 100,000  in  the  value  of  our  imports. 
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Consols  for  the  account  closed  at  91|  to  92;  do. 
for  money,  93|  to  |;  three  per  cents,  reduced,  92$ 
to  £;  three  and  a half  per  cents,  reduced,  100$  to  §; 
new  three  and  a half  per  cents.  99$  to  J;  bank  stock, 
174  to  175;  exchequer  bills,  25s.  to  27s.  premium. 
London,  July  241/t,  1840.  American  funds. 


Alabama  5 per  cent. 

1863, 

AlaDama  sterling 

1858,  &c. 

78,80 

Illinois  6 per  cent. 

I860,  & c. 

75,77 

Indiana  5 per  cent. 

1861,  &c. 

70,72 

Do.  sterling 

1863, 

78,80 

Kentucky  6 per  cent. 

1868,  &c. 

85,87 

Louisiana  5 per  ct.  Baring’s 

1844,  &c. 

89,90 

Do.  Lizardi 

1848, 

88,88 

Massachusetts  5 per  cent. 

1857, 

Do.  sterling 

1853, 

102 

Maryland  6 per  cent. 

1870, 

Do.  5 per  cent,  sterling 

1889, 

82$,3$ 

Mississippi  6 per  cent. 

1861,  &c. 

Do.  5 per  cent,  sterling 

1850,  &.C. 

75$, 77 

New  York  5 per  cent. 

1855, 

87,87$ 

Oil io  6 per  cent. 

1856,  &c. 

90 

Pennsylvania  5 per  cent  ) 

’81  83  ex.  div. 

Do.  y 

Virginia  6 per  cent. 

1857, 

88 

Florida  6 per  cent. 

1858,  &c. 

Do.  sterling 

1862,  &c. 

81$ 

New  York  city 

Certificates  of  administration. 

viz: — Payable  ai  Paris 

or  at  Baring,  Brothers  He  Co.  Loudon. 

New  York  state  5 per  cent. 

89 

Ohio  state  6 per  cent. 

93 

New  York  city  5 per  cent. 

United  States  banli  shares 

£15. 

£15,10 

Do.  do.  debentures 

98, 

98$ 

Corn  market.  For  about  three  weeks  before  tne 

sailing  ot  the  Great  Western,  the  weather  had  been 
unfavorable  to  the  harvest,  and  a general  advance  in 
tiler  prices  of  wheat  and  flour  had  been  the  conse- 
quence. It  is  said  that  the  Western  lias  brought  out 
considerable  orders  for  flour  and  w heat. 

London,  July  24.  The  duly  on  wheat  is  to-day 
reduced  lo  16s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  on  flour  to  10s. 
$d.  per  bbl.  and  if  the  markets  remain  as  they  now- 
are  a short  time  longer,  it  is  expected  that  the  duty 
will  go  to  I3s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  8s.  2$d.  per  bbl. 
The  weather  in  this  district,  and  the  north  of  us,  lias 
continued  cold  and  unsettled,  so  as  to  retard  tiie  ri- 
pening of  the  crops,  while  in  tile  southern  counties 
it  appears  to  have  been  general  and  seasonable,  and 
consequently  the  accounts  of  the  prospects  for  the 
harvest  are  exceedingly  conflicting.  The  best  in- 
formation we  can  obtain  leads  us  to  believe  that  dry 
warm  weather  Iiom  tins  time  forward,  would  insure 
an  average  crop,  and  in  that  case  ihe  duty  would 
soon  advance  again;  but  in  the  mean  time  tiie  doubt 
and  uncertainty  iias  put  up  the  price  of  flour  in  bond 
to  26s.a28s.  per  bbl.  and  wheat  to  8s.  3d.a8s.  lid. 
per  7U  lbs.  and  considerable  anxiety  and  uneasiness 
is  felt  as  to  tiie  state  of  the  weather  tor  the  future. 

Turpentine  is  dull,  and  yesterday  500  bbls.  mid- 
dling quality  sold  at  11s.  2d.  per  cwt.  No  recent 
change  of  interest  in  the  tobacco  market. 

Cotton  market.  Liverpool,  July  241  h,  1840.  Our 
cotton  maiket  in  regard  to  prices,  is  just  about  as  it 
was  at  the  departure  of  tiie  Britannia  steamer,  on 
the  4Ui  inst.  It  continued  dull  lor  a few  days  sub- 
sequently but  without  any  lurlher  decline,  and  this 
was  followed  by  ten  days  ot  steady  good  demand, 
producing  a slight  improvement  m prices.  This 
week,  however,  though  a fair  extent  ot  business  has 
been  going  on,  the  market  has  again  become  rather 
heavy;  the  quantity  offering  exceeding  the  demand, 
and  giving  buyers  a slight  advantage,  in  upland  cot- 
ton uiore  particularly.  The  present  flatness  is  at- 
tributed partly  lo  a very  large  import  this  week, 
(about  100,000  bales)  and  to  the  continued  dull  state 
ol  trade  in  the  manufacturing  districts;  and  partly  to 
some  uneasiness  now  existing  as  to  the  prospects  ol 
the  approaching  harvest. 

Tne  sales  lor  the  week  ending  10th  instant,  were 
28,000  bales,  5,500  of  it  to  speculators;  lor  that  end- 
ing the  17th  instant,  they  were  31, loti  bales,  7,500 
to  speculators;  and  the  business  lor  the  week  ending 
this  evening,  amounts  to  27,320  bales.  Of  the  lat- 
ter, 7,660  aie  upland  at  4ja7d.  10,000  Orleans  at  4$ 
aSd.  6,520  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  4^a6$;  and  380  S. 
Island  at  12a3u  per  lb.  Speculators  have  t iken  3,000 
bales  this  week,  and  1,000  has  been  taken  lor  ex- 
port. Fair  qualities  of  upland  may  be  quoted  at  5| 
a5^d.;  and  fair  Orleans  and  Mobile  at  o% a6d.  per  lb. 


The  import  into  Liverpool  since  the  1st  January  is 
1,661,000  bales,  against  783,000  to  same  period  last 
season.  The  supply  from  the  U.  Slates  is  951,000, 
or  an  increase  ol  300,000  bales.  The  stock  in  this 
port  is  estimated  at  504,000  bales  against  554,000  at 
same  period  last  season.  The  stock  of  American  is 
about  456,000  or  near  100,000  less  than  it  then  was. 

Edward  Oxford,  charged  with  high  treason,  in 
attempting  to  shoot  the  queen,  was  acquitted  on  the 
ground  ol  insanily.  He  will  be  coufined  in  a luna- 
tic asylum. 

The  Canada  government  bill  having  passed  both 
houses  ol  parliament,  received  the  royal  assent  on 
the  24th  ult. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  experienced  an  attack  on 
the  loth  ult.  of  a disease  similar  to  those  which  on 
former  occasions  have  troubled  him.  The  duke  had 
so  liar  recovered  in  a lew  days,  as  to  be  able  to  at- 
tend in  the  house  of  lords,  as  usual. 

The  members  of  the  royal  agricultural  society  of 
England  held  their  annual  dinner  at  Cambridge  on 
the  15th  ult.  An  immense  pavilion  was  erected  in 
the  town  ot  Downing  College,  and  twenty-five  hun- 
dred persons  were  present.  Several  Americans 
were  invited  to  the  dinner,  and  among  the  number 
was  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American  minister,  who 
delivered  a speech  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

The  weekly  average  ol  letters  which  pass  through 
the  English  post  office,  is  432,086.  By  a new  me- 
thod adopted  by  the  booksellers  and  others,  of  filling 
a penny  envelope  with  advertisements,  the  public 
can  procure  postage  stamps  for  about  half  price,  as 
it  is  an  excellent  and  cheap  mode  of  circulating  ad- 
vertisements, and  it  is  conjectured  that  very  soon 
large  establishments  will  find  it  profitable  to  give 
away  thousands  of  these  advertising  envelopes,  by 
which  Rowland  Hill’s  postage  scheme  will  be  turn- 
ed into  an  universal  tree  postage! 

The  trials  of  several  persons  for  ribandism  are  in 
progress  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor  asserts,  in  a letter  to  the 
Times,  that  be  is  still  treated  as  a felon,  and  that  he 
is  compelled  to  perforin  most  disgusting  felons’ 
work  in  the  prison  wtiere  he  is  confined,  and  that 
his  health  is  rapidly  declining;  he  concludes  his  let- 
ter by  saying,  “and  now  farewell  world;  lor  seven- 
teen months,  farewell — hut,  by  Heaven,  I’ll  make 
a storm  in  you!”  He  says  that  he  intends  to  let  the 
world  know  a great  secret. 

The  attempt  to  open  the  British  museum  and  na- 
tional gallery,  after  divine  service  upon  the  Sabbath, 
W'as  not  successful. 

The  Nelson  column,  about  to  be  erected  in  Tra- 
falgar square,  London,  will  be  made  of  brass  cannon 
recovered  from  the  w reck  of  the  Royal  George. 

Professor  Espy  has  been  delivering  his  lectures 
on  the  theory  of  storms  at  Liverpool,  but,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  papers,  he  met  with  a poor  recep. 
tion. 

The  indemnity  to  be  paid  by  Naples  to  England 
is  said  to  be  fixed  at  800,000  ducats,  or  about  136,000 
pounds. 

All  the  splendid  and  costly  dresses  worn  at  the 
Eglinton  tournament  were  put  up  at  action  re- 
cently in  London,  and  were  knocked  off  at  exceed- 
ing low  prices,  the  mostly  valuable  did  not  sell  lor 
more  than  forty  pounds,  and  many  were  sold  for 
twenty,  ten  and  five  pounds! 

A regency  bill.  Lord  Melbourne,  on  the  13th  ult. 
announced  a message  from  the  queen,  which  the 
lord  chancellor  read  to  the  peers.  “Victoria  R. 
The  uncertainty  of  human  life,  and  a deep  sense 
of  duty  to  my  people,  render  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  recommend  to  your  consideration  a contingency 
that  may  hereafter  Rite  place,  and  to  make  such 
provision  as  may  in  any  event  secure  the  exercise 
of  the  royal  authority.  I shall  be  prepared  to  con- 
cur with  you  in  such  measures  as  may  appear  best 
lo  maintain,  unimpaired,  the  power  and  dignity  of 
Ihe  throne,  and  thereby  to  strengthen  those  secu- 
rities that  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  my 
people.” 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time,  and  at  its  second 
reading  on  the  20th  ult.  the  duke  of  Sussex  made 
a long  speech  in  explanation  ot  the  views  on  (he 
subject.  It  is  confidently  expected  (hat  t!  e bill 
wilt  be  carried  through  the  two  houses  without  any 
opposition. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  message  be  taken  into 
consideration  next  day.  In  the  house  of  commons, 
lord  John  Russell  appeared  at  the  bar  with  the  same 
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message  which  the  speaker  read  to  the  commons.  | 
"Lord  John  Russel  said  it  was  intended  to  introduce 
a bill  into  the  other  house  of  parliament,  founded 
on  the  message  which  had  just  been  read.  On  the 
16th  ult.  the  lord  chancellor  introduced  the  regency 
bill  into  the  house  of  lords.  He  explained  that  the 
object  of  it  was  to  provide  for  the  possible  contin- 
gency of  the  succession  of  a minor  to  the  crown. 
It  is  proposed  that  his  royal  highness  prince  Albert 
shall  be  sole  regent,  with  only  three  restrictions  on 
the  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogatives.  These  are, 
that  the  royal  assent  shall  not  be  given  to  any  act 
for  altering  the  succession  to  the  throne;  for  inter- 
fering with  the  uniformity  of  doctrine  and  disci- 
pline at  present  existing  in  the  established  church; 
or  for  diminishing  the  legal  privileges  of  the  church 
of  Scotland. 

Lord  Stanley’s  Irish  registration  bill  has  been 
postponed  till  the  next  session  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Kelley’s  punishment  of  death  bill,  which  has 
called  forth  considerable  discussion,  after  having 
been  slightly  amended,  was  to  come  up  for  a third 
reading  on  the  27th  ult. 

The  Canada  government  bill  has  met  with  strong 
opposition  from  the  duke  of  Wellington,  who  gave 
eighteen  reasons  why  he  could  not  support  it. 

FRANCE. 

The  French  papers  do  not  furnish  us  with  any 
news  of  great  importance.  The  appearance  of  the 
wheat  in  France  is  superb,  and  harvest  has  begun. 
The  price  of  bread  now  in  Paris  of  the  first  quality 
is  7d.  one-tenth  for  the  English  41b.  loaf.  The  best 
is  nearly  3d.  more  in  London;  or  lOd.  that  will  only 
buy  a 41b.  loaf  in  London;  will  buy  in  Paris  51b.  10 
oz.  one-seventh  qf  bread  of  the  very  finest  quality. 

The  French  chambers  were  prorogued  on  the 
15th  ult.  alter  a session  commenced  in  much  trou- 
ble, but  terminated  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  except 
the  displaced  ministers  and  their  adherents.  The 
friends  of  M.  Thiers  loudly  proclaim  their  admira- 
tion of  his  tact  and  success  in  the  management  of 
very  difficult  questions. 

The  Commerce  says:  “It  is  determined  that  prince 
Augustus,  of  Saxe  Coburg,  brother  of  the  duchess 
of  Nemours,  shall  marry  the  princess  Clementine, 
(daughter  of  Louis  Phillippe).  The  prince  is  one 
year  younger  than  his  intended.” 

Sulphur  question.  In  the  chamber  of  peers  M. 
Thiers  has  stated,  that  the  mediation  of  France  be- 
tween England  and  Naples  had  been  successful, 
and  on  the  previous  day  the  differences  were  final- 
ly concluded,  and  the  arrangement  received  the 
signatures  of  the  English  and  Neapolitan  ambas- 
sadors. By  this  arrangement,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  a new  treaty,  the  sulphur  trade  is  declared  free, 
but  a reasonable  indemnity  has  been  granted  to 
Taix  & Co.  the  company  previous  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  monopoly.  With  this  treaty  France 
was  well  satisfied,  and  she  looked  upon  the  ready 
acceptance  of  her  mediation  by  Great  Britain  as  a 
homage  to  French  good  faith  and  justice.  This 
statement  of  the  minister  is  reported  in  nearly  the 
same  words  by  the  Constitutionnel,  which  adds  that 
a courier,  with  the  news  of  the  final  arrangement, 
set  out  instantly  for  Naples. 

The  Constitutionnel  has  announced,  as  from  au- 
thority, that  the  commercial  treaty  between  Eng- 
land and  France  is  virtually  concluded,  and  that  the 
sole  object  of  Mr.  Porter’s  visit  to  London  is  to  ob- 
tain the  ratification  of  the  modifications  agreed  to, 
as  the  Constitutionnel  asserts,  by  the  British  com- 
missioners. The  correspondent  of  the  Globe,  how- 
ever, speaking  upon  information  “upon  which  en- 
tire reliance  may  be  placed,”  states  that  there  is  no 
truth  in  the  statement  of  the  senior  official  journal 
in  question.  He  alleges  that  the  treaty  has  not 
advanced  to  the  point,  and  under  the  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  Constitutionnel;  and  that  the  im- 
pression at  the  English  embassy  was  very  different 
from  that  which  one  would  infer  to  exist  in  the 
mind  of  the  president  of  the  council,  from  the 
statement  which  he  has  furnished  to  the  Constitu- 
tionnel. He  adds,  that  negotiations  are  still  pend- 
ing, and  that  Mr.  Bulwer  regards  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  as  far  from  settled. 

There  is  no  news  of  importance  from  Algiers. 
“The  Moniteur  Parisien , of  the  21st,  published  a 
despatch  from  marshal  Yallee,  detailing  the  events 
of  his  late  expedition,  which  he  represents  as  hav- 
ing completely  succeeded.  On  this  despatch  the 
journals  before  us  make  but  few  comments. 

Tagliona  appeared  at  the  grand  opera  at  Paris  on 
the  17th  ult.  and  returned  to  London  on  the  24th, 
to  delightthe  fashionable  audiences  at  her  majesty’s 
theatre  for  two  nights,  after  which  she  was  to  depart 
immediately  to  St.  Petersburg  to  fulfil  an  engage 
ment. 

A most  extraordinary  affair  has  lately  been 
brought  to  light.  The  French  journals  are  filled 
with  reports  of  the  trial  of  a madam  Laffrage,  for- 
merly Miss  Cappelle,  for  stealing  a valuable  orna- 


ment of  the  hair  studded  with  costly  diamonds;  it 
was  stolen  from  madam  Latfrage’s  intimate  friend, 
madam  Leotand,  and  since  the  discovery  of  fhe 
jewels  on  madam  Laffrage’s  premises  the  latter 
has  written  a letter  to  her  former  friend,  threaten- 
ing that  if  her  evidence  was  not  falsified  or  with- 
drawn, she  would  retaliate  by  accusing  her  of  tbe 
worst  crimes,  and  by  revealing  her  amours;  these 
disclosures  resemble  more  a novel  of  Balzac’s,  than 
a tale  of  real  life.  Madam  Laffrage  is  grand 
daughter  of  madam  Genlis  and  Philip  Egalite.  The 
trial  closed  on  the  15th  ult.  when  a verdict  was  pro- 
nounced, and  she  was  condemned  to  two  years  im- 
prisonment. She  is  to  be  again  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  her  husband,  which,  it  is  said,  she  effect- 
ed by  sending  him  a basket  of  poisoned  cakes,  as  a 
pretended  mark  of  affection.  It  was  reported  on 
the  24th  ult.  that  madam  Laffrage  had  poisoned 
herself,  but  the  report  was  contradicted. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  Helvetic  diet  was  opened  at  Zurich  on  the 
6th  ult.  with  the  accustomed  ceremony.  The  pre- 
sident, in  his  speech,  adverted  to  the  revolutionary 
movements  which  have  lately  occurred  at  several 
cantons,  and  exhorted  the  diet  to  recommend  mo- 
deration and  conciliation  on  the  parts  of  the  canto- 
nal governments  towards  the  people.  He  congra- 
tulated the  slate  on  the  satisfactory  relations  that 
continued  to  be  maintained  with  foreign  powers; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  recommended  that  especial 
attention  should  be  devoted  towards  an  augmenta- 
tion and  improvement  of  the  military  resources  of 
the  confederation.  We  learn  from  the  Swiss  jour- 
nals that  the  Valais  is  now  perfectly  tranquil.  Some 
slight  excitement  exists  in  the  canton  of  Zurich, 
caused  by  the  religious  opinions  of  the  inhabitants. 

DENMARK. 

The  German  Journal  of  Frankfort  gives  the  fol- 
lowing, dated  Copenhagen,  4th,  as  the  reply  of  the 
king  of  Denmark  to  an  address  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  him  by  1,145  notables,  relative  to  a change 
in  the  constitution. — “It  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
the  time  for  making  changes  in  our  fundamental  in- 
stitutions is  opportune.  We  should  first  endeavor 
to  make  a wise  and  useful  application  of  those  which 
exists;  such  must  be  the  object  of  my  efforts,  and 
I recommend  all  my  actions  to  God,  whose  servant 
I am  on  earth.  I hope  with  you  that  the  liberty  of 
the  press  which  is  so  precious,  will  not  require  new 
restrictions.  I thank  you  for  your  expressions  of 
devotion  and  esteem.  I shall  always  regard  these 
sentiments  as  my  best  rewards.” 

SPAIN. 

The  civil  war  in  Spain  is  at  an  end,  Cabrera  hav- 
ing entered  France.  He  was  arrested  by  the  French 
authorities  soon  after  passing  the  frontier.  Five 
thousand  Carlist  tro'ops  accompanied  him. 

Espartero  had  quarrelled  with  the  queen  and  was 
in  disgrace.  The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  24th 
says:  “The  positive  confirmation  of  the  news  re- 

ceived on  Wednesday,  of  the  rupture  between  Es- 
par  ero  and  the  queen  regent,  had  led  to  some  ex- 
citement among  the  holders  of  Spanish  bonds.”  The 
origin  of  the  quarrel  w as  the  refusal  of  Espartero  to 
sanction  the  new  municipal  law. 

At  length,  Navarre,  Aragon,  and  all  the  territory 
on  the  right  of  the  Abro,  are  free  from  the  faction 
that  has  for  so  long  distracted  them,  and  the  very 
people  in  whom  it  was  supposed  Don  Carlos’ claims 
found  the  greatest  support,  are  now  the  most  for- 
midable opponents  of  his  party.  Without  arms, 
and  w'ithout  the  aid  of  any  military  force,  the  Bas- 
ques and  Aragonese  have  repelled  or  made  prison- 
ers such  Carlists  as  presented  themselves  in  their 
towns  with  the  hope  of  deriving  succour.  This 
proves  beyond  doubt,  that  they  fought  for  them- 
selves, and  not  for  Don  Carlos,  and  that  the  unmo- 
lested enjoyment  of  their  ancient  institutions  is  all 
they  care  for. 

journey  of  Cabrera  to  Paris.  On  the  12th  inst. 
Cabrera  arrived  at  the  hotel  Lion  d’Oi\  in  Limoges, 
accompanied  by  a Spaniard  and  two  individuals  of 
the  gendarme.  The  fallen  general  appeared  to  be 
in  very  bad  health,  and  could  not  move  without  be- 
ing supported  by  two  persons.  It  is  said  that  he 
has  received  fourteen  wounds,  some  of  which  are 
not  yet  healed.  From  Limoges,  Cabrera  set  off  for 
Paris,  under  the  custody  of  a commissarie  de  po- 
lice, but  in  that  capital  he  was  not  soothed  by  so 
kind  a reception  as  at  Limoges,  for  having  alighted 
at  ttie  hotel  Saxe,  Rue  Jacob,  he  was  refused  ad- 
mittance, and  had  to  proceed  to  the  hotel  d’Orleans. 

Cabrera  was  the  last  of  Don  Carlos’  chiefs,  who 
abandoned  his  cause.  Arivalo,  Zaccarias,  Marraco, 
Palaeias,  Balrnaseda  and  others,  had  preceded  him 
to  France,  or  delivered  themselves  up  to  the  general 
of  the  queen.  The  latter  was  followed  to  Pau  by 
.900  men,  most  of  whom  had  belonged  to  the  Valen- 
cien  battalions,  which  were  the  terror  of  luerto  and 
Bastle.  Two  French  companies  of  the  line  escorted 
them  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 


Cabrera  left  Paris  on  Ihe  I6th  ult.  for  the  Castle 
of  Ilan,  which  i3  to  be  his  residence  for  some  time. 

The  last  of  the  Carlist  ctiiefs,  Tristany,  has  ar- 
rived in  France  with  1,500  men. 

ROME. 

Lucien  Bonaparte,  prince  de  Canine,  a young 
brother  of  Napoleon,  died  at  Vitei  be,  near  Rome, 
on  the  27th  June. 

GREECE. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  negotiated  between 
Greece  and  the  porte  by  signor  Zographos  has  been 
finally  rejected  by  the  Greek  government,  and  the 
negotiators  thereupon  dismissed,  although  it  is  well 
known  that  king  Otho  and  the  Bavarian  party  much 
wished  to  have  ratified  it,  but  were  compelled  to 
give  way  to  public  opinion,  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  on  the  oc- 
casion. Every  thing  is  very  dull  at  Athens. 

THE  EAST. 

Insurrection  in  Syria.  Accounts  from  Syria  re- 
present an  insurrection  against  Mehemet  Ali  ol  a 
formidable  character.  A warlike  people  lying  be- 
tween Ibrahim  pacha  and  Egypt  have  risen  in  re- 
bellion, and  though  differing  among  themselves  in 
many  respects,  they  have  combined  to  shake  off  a 
yoke  of  despotism,  the  endurance  of  which  was  no 
longer  possible. 

The  insurgents,  to  the  number  of  six  thousand, 
approached  Sidon;  the  commandant  of  that  city  gal- 
lantly made  a sortie,  but  he  was  driven  back  with  a 
loss  of  six  hundred  muskets.  It  is  true  that  Ibra- 
him pacha  can  draw  supplies  for  his  army  from 
Alexandrette,  a seaport  on  the  north  of  his  present 
position;  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  be  dare  not 
advance  towards  Constantinople  while  such  a hos- 
tile force  exists  in  his  rear. 

The  country'  occupied  by  the  insurgents  resem- 
bles much,  in  its  adaptation  for  defensive  warfare, 
the  Basque  provinces;  and,  altogether,  it  is  declared 
to  be  a formidable  combination  of  an  oppressed  and 
essentially  warlike  people. 

Accounts  from  Constantinople  of  the  18th  of 
June  state  that  the  schah  of  Persia  had  arrested  se- 
veral hundred  persons  at  Ispahan:  but  the  Gazette 
of  Carlsrhue  goes  further,  and  says  that  letters  have 
been  received  to  the  19th  of  June  horn  Constanti- 
nople, stating  that  a revolution  had  broken  out  at 
Ispahan,  and  that  the  presence  of  the  schah  could 
not  put  it  down.  His  brothers  were  not  in  safety  in 
any  part  of  the  province,  and  his  eldest  brother  wa3 
obliged  to  fly  to  Teheran. 

The  official  Gazette  of  the  19th  of  June  gives  the 
sultan’s  hatti  scheriff,  announcing  the  dismissal  ot 
Khosrew  pasha.  It  is  addressed  to  the  new  grand 
vizier,  Raouf  pasha. 

Constantinople,  July  1. — The  porte  has  declared 
that  it  will  not  take  any  part  in  the  measures  of  co- 
ercion to  be  employed  by  the  English  against  Me- 
hemet Ali.  Sami  Bey  is  said  to  be  a great  favorite 
of  Mehemet  Ali,  and  to  be  on  the  most  intimate 
terms  with  the  sultana  mother. 

The  reports  respecting  Beyrout,  are  very  con- 
tradictory; some  afliim  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  tbe 
insurgents,  while  others  say  that  they  had  penetrat- 
ed into  the  city  and  been  joined  by  many  of  the  in- 
habitants, but  had  been  driven  out,  altera  most  san- 
guinary conflict.  At  all  events  the  state  of  Syria 
seems  never  to  have  been  so  unfavorable  lor  Mehe- 
met Ali  as  at  this  moment.  M.  Von  Butenieff  is 
not  yet  gone,  but  will  leave  Constantinople  in  a few 
days,  intending  to  pass  the  summer  in  an  Italian 
watering  place. 

The  English  steamer  Cyclops,  having  on  board 
Mr.  Wood,  the  interpreter  to  the  British  legation, 
left  Constantinople  on  the  28th  of  J line  for  the  coast 
of  Syria.  Mr.  Wood  is  said  to  be  entrusted  with  a 
special  mission  from  lord  Poi.sonby. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Philip 
Schuyler,  of  New  Vork,  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the  place  of 
Francis  B.  Ogden,  resigned;  his  commission  to  take 
effect  from  the  15th  of  October  next. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mexican  commissioners.  The  arrival  of  the  Mexi- 
can commissioners  at  New  York,  appointed  under 
the  recent  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  is  an  important  step  towards  the  final  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  claims  which  the  citi- 
zens of  each  country  may  have  upon  the  other. — 
According  to  the  statement  of  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, they  are  to  meet  the  American  commissioners 
at  Washington,  and  there  proceed  to  an  adjustment 
of  the  claims  pending  between  the  two  countries, 
whether  of  American  citizens  upon  the  government 
of  Mexico,  or  of  Mexican  citizens  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  So  far  as  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  two  countries  agree,  in  regard  to  the 
validity  of  said  claims,  their  decision  is  to  be  final. 
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III  case  of  disagreement  on  any  particular  claims, 
such  claims  are  to  he  referred  to  the  Prussian  mi- 
nister as  umpire,  whose  decision  the  two  govern- 
ments have  mutually  agreed  to  abide  by. 

China  trade.  The  editor  of  the  New  York  Cou- 
rier has  been  favored  with  a copy  of  the  following 
letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  minister  to  the  court 
of  Great  Britain,  in  reference  to  the  views  of  that 
government  on  the  subject  of  the  China  trade: 

London , June  26/A,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I received  last  night  from  lord  Pal- 
merston, an  answer  to  rny  note  on  the  subject  of  the 
China  trade,  the  substance  of  which  I hasten  to  com- 
municate for  your  information.  As  I had  supposed, 
the  order  in  council  was  intended  to  be  confined  to 
the  subjects  and  property  of  the  Chinese.  It  appears 
that  the  admiral  commanding  the  expedition  in  the 
China  seas,  has  been  instructed  to  confine  himself 
(unless  extreme  measures  should  become  necessary) 
to  the  detention  alone  of  Chinese  vessels  and  proper- 
ty, and  is  not  to  seize  or  detain  vessels  arriving 
from  Europe  and  America,  although  such  vessels 
and  their  cargoes  may  he  consigned  to  mercantile 
establishments  within  the  Chinese  dominions.  His 
lordship,  however,  has  deemed  it  proper  to  apprize 
me,  for  the  information  of  those  concerned,  that  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  hostility  that  may  be  resorted  to 
by  the  admiral,  will  probably  be  the  establishment 
of  a blockade  of  the  Canton  river,  and  of  some  other 
points  on  the  Chinese  coast.  I am,  he. 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Arabian  ship  Sultanee,  which  has  just  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Muscat,  has  the  following  car- 
go: 

Beads  9 cases,  8 bbls.— muskets  300 — guns  7 ca- 
ses— scarlet  cloth  24  pieces — refined  sugar  58  bxs. 
prints  2 bdls. — paper  20  reams — glassware  3 cases 
— pongees  1 bill  — powder  300~kegs — plafe3  and 
dishes  1 case — looking  glasses  7 do.— vases  2 do. — 
China  3 bxs. — shell  music  boxes  11 — sheetings  127 
bales — chandeliers,  &c.  20  cases— crockery  43  pkgs. 
— soap  59  bxs. — sperm  candles  33  do.  Also,  the 
splendid  pleasure  barge,  presented  with  other  arti- 
cles to  the  imaurn  of  Muscat,  by  the  United  States 
government. 

Frontier  outrage.  While  a steamboat  from  Buf- 
falo was  on  a pleasure  excursion,  a few  days  since, 
ar.d  as  it  was  passing  near  the  village  of  Waterloo," 
on  the  Canada  shore,  it  was  fired  upon  by  some  of 
the  black  troops  stationed  there.  The  bullets  were 
heard  whistling  over  the  heads  of  the  passengers, 
and  one  struck  the  wheelhouse. 

California  affair.  Some  further  particulars  re- 
specting the  seizure  and  mal  treatment  of  Ameri- 
can and  British  citizens  on  the  coast  of  California, 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  of  that  province,  are 
furnished  by  the  bark  Una,  from  Vera  Cruz.  The 
alleged  cause  of  their  arrest  is  thus  stated  in  a 
Mexican  paper,  as  translated  in  the  Journal  of 
Commerce. 

“ Department  of  San  Luis,  June  20,  1840. 

“It  w'ill  be  seen  by  advices  which  we  copy  from 
the  Diario  del  Gobierno,  that  a revolution  was  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out  in  Upper  California.  Ac- 
cording to  letters  which  we  have  before  us  from 
Estevan  Muraas  and  David  E.  Spence,  the  former 
a Spaniard,  and  the  latter  a Scotchman,  and  both  of 
them  respectable  and  faithful  subjects,  residing 
near  the  port  of  Monterey,  we  learn  that  the  Yan” 
kees,  after  holding  several  meetings  at  Nativitas, 
where  is  a distillery,  arid  which  is  situated  very 
near  the  mission  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  determin- 
ed to  take  possession  of  that  beautiful  and  fertile 
country,  which  the  New  Orleans  promoters  of  the 
Texan  insurrection  have  justly  styled  the  Paradise 
of  America.  The  present  governor,  Juan  Bautis- 
ta Alvarado,  being  informed  of  it,  proceeded  with 
the  greatest  activity  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  these 
designs,  and  made  a dash  upon  filtv  foreigners  con- 
vened (reunidos)  at  that  place,  who  offered  resis- 
tance, and  one  of  whom  was  killed.  The  rest  be- 
ing well  secured,  were  placed  on  board  the  barque 
Guipuzcoana,  Jose  Antonio  Aguirre,  guarded  by 
25  men,  under  command  of  Jose  Castro,  which 
vessel  arrived  at  San  Bias  on  the  19th  of  May  ult. 

The  United  States  ship  St.  Louis  touched  at 
Mazatlan  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners, 
and  sailed  immediately  for  Upper  California,  to 
look  alter  the  interests  of  the  Americans  remaining 
there.  The  motive  of  the  governor  in  pursuing  such 
harsh  measures,  is  supposed  to  have  been  to  pre- 
vent any  effort  from  being  made  to  supersede  him. 
His  previous  conduct  is  said  to  have  been  extreme- 
ly oppressive  and  revolting. 

The  following  statement  in  reference  to  these 
high  handed  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican 
authorities,  is  furnished  by  captain  Clilford,  of  the 
Una: 

On  the  7th  of  April  the  English  and  American 
residents  on  the  coast  of  California,  near  Santa 
Barbara,  were,  without  any  previous  notice,  seized 


upon  and  thrown  into  prison,  no  one  could  tell  for 
w hat  causes.  Alter  undergoing  an  examination,  of 
which  nothing  public  was  made  known,  the  gover- 
nor chartered  a vessel  called  the  Guipuzcoa,  which 
finally  left  Santa  Barbara,  on  the  7th  May,  for  San 
Bias  with  forty-six  prisoners  on  board,  half  of 
which  number  were  English,  the  remaining  half 
citizens  of  the  United  States.' 

These  miserable  sufferers,  loaded  with  irons, 
worn  down  by  the  cruelty  they  had  received,  and 
expecting,  many  of  them,  to  sink  under  the  weight 
of  their  accumulated  miseries,  were  crowded  like 
condemned  felons  into  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  w here, 
to  add  to  their  sufferings,  they  were  inhumanly  de- 
prived both  of  light  and  air. 

The  Guipuzcoa  was  eleven  days  on  her  passage 
to  San  Bias,  during  which  time  the  prisoners  en- 
dured every  cruelty,  and  suffered  every  abuse  which 
the  brutal  feelings  of  their  persecutors  could  invent. 
Arrived  at  San  Bias  they  were  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible  landed  and  immediately  forced  to  com- 
mence their  march  to  Tepic,  a distance  of  sixty 
miles,  which  they  performed  in  two  days,  over  a 
mountainous  road,  with  the  thermometer  standing 
at  90,  having  no  place  whereupon  to  rest  their 
weary  bodies  but  the  hard  stones,  and  no  food  to 
supply  exhausted  nature,  save  a scanty  morsel  pro- 
vided by  the  hand  of  charity. 

During  the  march,  which  was  laborious  enough 
to  exhaust  the  stoutest  frame,  the  prisoners  were 
urged  onward  by  lashes  inflicted  upon  their  naked 
bodies,  and  one,  who  sank  under  fatigue,  was  bar- 
barously beaten  with  the  butt  end  of  a musket,  to 
renovate  his  strength  arid  arouse  his  drooping  spirits. 

Arrived  at  Tepic,  the  situation  of  the  prisoners 
was  soon  ameliorated,  by  the  energetic  and  humane 
exertions  of  the  British  and  American  consols  at 
that  place;  it  was  lound  on  investigation,  that  the 
officers  who  had  come  from  California  in  charge  of 
the  prisoners,  had  no  documents  of  any  nature  to 
show  the  cause  of  the  violent  proceedings  of  the 
governor,  or  any  proof  of  charges  against  the  pri- 
soners, consequently,  by  orders  of  the  military 
commander,  the  irons  were  taken  from  their  limbs, 
and  by  direction  of  the  consuls  comfortable  quar- 
ters and  wholesome  food  were  provided  for  them 
without  delay. 

The  military  gentlemen,  whose  brutality  had 
excited  the  indignation  even  of  the  authorities  of 
Tepic;  to  their  utter  consternation  w'ere  compelled 
to  march  to  the  quartel,  where  they  found  them- 
selves placed  under  charge  of  a strong  guard,  with 
the  privilege  of  occasionally  peeping  through  the 
grates. 

A circumstantial  account  of  the  history  of  the 
outrage  and  the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  had  been 
forwarded  by  the  consuls  to  the  British  and  Ameri- 
can ministers  resident  in  Mexico,  both  of  whom 
had  warmly  entered  into  the  cause,  and  had  de- 
manded a full  explanation  from  the  supreme  go- 
vernment, and  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  which 
their  countrymen  had  been  compelled  to  suffer. 

Official  accounts  of  this  infamous  transaction 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  British  and  American 
governments  by  their  respective  ministers  at  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that 
prompt  and  energetic  measures  will  be  pursued  by 
those  pow'ers  to  obtain  ample  justice  and  remune- 
ration for  the  prisoners,  and  satisfaction  for  the 
national  insult. 

During  the  course  of  proceedings  against  the 
prisoners  while  in  California,  and  afterwards  in 
Tepic,  they  were  assisted  with  advice  and  other 
means  by  an  American  citizen  named  Farnham, 
who  fortunately  happened  to  be  passing  through 
that  country,  on  his  way  to  the  United  States. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  tobacco  trade.  A resolution  was  passed  in 
the  house  of  representatives  in  March  last,  request- 
ing the  president  to  communicate  to  the  house 
“such  correspondence  as  may  have  been  had  upon 
the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries,  together  with  such 
other  information  as  may  be  on  file  in  the  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  same,  which  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  be  communicated,  he.”  In  compliance 
witli  this  resolution  an  interesting  document  was 
sent  to  the  house  in  April  containing  extracts  from 
correspondence  on  the  subject  as  far  back  as  1829. 

It  appears  that  our  ministers  and  agents  in  the 
different  kingdoms  of  Europe  have  not  been  remiss 
in  urging  upon  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities 
respectively  the  unjust  nature  ofthe  present  system 
of  monopoly  and  exaction  which  prevails  almost 
universally  in  reference  to  this  particular  aiticle  of 
our  domestic  production.  Tobacco  seems  to  have 
been  singled  out  as  an  especial  article  to  impose 
high  duties  upon;  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  com- 
plained of  because  such  duties  are  not  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  a domestic  growth  in  the  principal 


kingdoms  of  Europe,  but  are  merely  arbitrary,  and 
designed  for  revenue. 

In  France  there  is  indeed  a species  of  tobacco 
grown,  but  it  is  of  inferior  quality,  and  would  not 
he  fit  lor  use  without  a mixture  of  the  American 
article.  The  production  of  it  is  forced  by  the  arti- 
ficial system  of  policy  pursued  by  the  government 
— a system  wholly  at  variance  with  sound  princi- 
ples of  political  economy.  The  government  holds 
the  monopoly  of  the  tobacco  trade  in  France;  and 
thus  in  addition  to  the  high  duties  imposed  upon  the 
American  article  there  is  no  competition  allowed 
in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  it.  The  system  thus 
operates  in  a twofold  manner  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  grower  in  this  country. 

In  1830,  when  the  regie,  or  government  monopo- 
ly, was  about  to  be  altered  so  as  to  place  the  whole 
trade  in  the  hands  of  a single  contractor  or  agent 
lor  the  regie,  Mr.  Rives,  our  minister  at  Paris,  sub- 
milted  a remonstrance  to  the  French  government, 
showing  how  the  proposed  measure  would  be  one 
of  great  detriment  to  American  commerce  without 
correspondent  advantages  to  France,  but  his  inter- 
ference availed  nothing.  The  alteration  took  place 
as  proposed.  Mr.  Livingston  renewed  the  attempts 
of  his  predecessor  at  the  French  court  with  no  bet- 
ter success.  The  monopoly  of  the  regie  was  re- 
newed at  the  period  of  its  expiration,  and  all  that  he 
could  gain  was  a substitution  of  five  years  as  the 
term  of  its  continuance  instead  of  ten.  In  1839, 
Mr.  Cass  drew  up  an  elaborate  paper  setting  forth 
the  facts  connected  with  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  with  parti- 
cular reference  to  the  tobacco  trade,  and  showing 
how  injuriously  that  trade  had  been  affected  by  the 
oppressive  bearing  of  the  French  system  of  mono- 
ly  and  high  duties.  With  regard  generally  to  the 
importance  of  the  Ameiican  trade  to  France  he 
showed  that  in  1836  the  value  of  her  exportations 
to  the  United  States  was  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  millions  of  francs;  being  more  than  one-fourth 
ol  the  value  of  the  whole  export  trade  of  France  to 
all  the  world.  The  value  of  importations  from  the 
United  States  was  110  millions  of  francs.  More- 
over, all  the  exportations  from  France  to  the  United 
Slates  were  manufactured  articles,  none  of  them 
giving  employment  to  American  manufacturers;  on 
ihe  other  hand,  the  articles  imported  into  France 
from  the  United  States  were  in  their  natural  state, 
and  almost  all  of  them  supplied  materials  useful  to 
Ihe  French  manufacturers.  Again,  two-thirds  of 
all  the  importations  introduced  from  France  into 
the  United  States  were  free  of  duty;  while  not  one 
article  imported  into  France  from  this  country  was 
exempt  from  impost.  In  addition  to  all  this,  while 
French  silks  came  into  the  United  States  free  of 
duty,  a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  was  levied  upon  Chi- 
nese and  Indian  silks,  by  means  of  which  discrimi- 
nation an  actual  bounty  was  granted  to  French 
silks — a product  constituting  almost  one-half  in 
value  of  the  entire  amount  of  the  importation  into 
the  United  States  from  France. 

With  regard  to  the  tobacco  trade,  especially,  Mr. 
Cass  showed  that  when  under  Mr.  Jefferson’s  ar- 
rangement the  trade  was  put  upon  something  like  a 
fair  basis,  the  importations  of  American  tobacco 
into  France  amounled  to  35,000  hogsheads;  whereas 
under  the  present  French  system  of  monopoly  and 
exaction,  the  importations  of  tobacco  in  1836 
amounted  to  no  more  than  7,000  hogsheads. 

It  wa3  thus  shown  in  every  view  of  the  subject 
that  the  inequality  of  the  existing  regulations  of  the 
French  and  American  trade  was  most  glaring  and 
highly  unjust  to  the  United  States — particularly  so 
in  reference  to  an  article  constituting  an  important 
staple  in  this  country,  and  which  would  be  exten- 
sively demanded  in  France  if  fairly  admitted  into 
her  ports. 

The  representations  of  Mr.  Cass  were  without 
effect.  In  transmitting  to  his  government  a copy 
ol  the  paper  presented  by  him  to  the  French  minis- 
ter, he  says,  as  though  anticipating  a failure:— 
“Should  my  last  letter  be  without  elfect,  it  will  be 
useless  to  pursue  the  matter  in  any  other  way  than 
by  announcing  to  the  French  government  at  once, 
a determination  to  render  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  two  nations  perfectly  reciprocal 
by  countervailing  regulations,  and  of  adopting  those 
without  delay,  if  the  concession  demanded  is  not 
immediately  made.”  A few  months  afterwards, 
Mr.  Cass,  in  another  despatch  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
says: — “I  consider  all  further  efforts  to  produce  a 
change  in  the  existing  intercourse  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  the  to- 
bacco trade,  by  any  arguments  derived  from  prin- 
ples  of  reciprocity,  utterly  hopeless.  Any  remedy, 
lo  be  efficious,  must  be  sought  in  other  principles. 
The  history  of  modern  trade  scarcely  exhibits  an 
instance  of  greater  inequality  than  the  commercial 
intercourse  which  now  exists  between  the  United 
States  and  France.  And  this  will  continue  till  we 
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are  prepared  to  do  justice  to  ourselves,  and  to  say 
to  France  that,  until  the  trade  between  the  two 
countries  can  be  placed  upon  a footing  of  recipro- 
city, it  shall  cease.  Whether  the  object  to  be  at- 
tained would  justify  this  measure,  it  does  not  be- 
come me  to  judge.  I content  myself  with  stating 
the  fact  as  it  exists.” 

In  England  our  tobacco  is  subject  to  restrictive 
duties  no  less  onerous  than  those  of  France,  al- 
though in  the  former  country  there  is  no  monopoly 
by  the  government  of  the  purchase  and  sale  of  the 
article.  The  duties  in  England  are  three  shillings 
per  pound — that  is  to  say,  a duty  of  thirty-six  pence 
is  levied  upon  the  value  of  four  pence  or  six  pence. 
This  is  intolerable — it  is  as  injurious  to  American 
interests  as  it  is  contrary  to  every  principle  of  fair- 
ness that  should  regulate  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  nations.  England  levies  upwards  of  se- 
venteen millions  of  dollars  upon  eighteen  thousand 
hogsheads  of  tobacco! 

We  have  not  space  to  refer  to  all  the  several  na- 
tions alluded  to  in  this  document  before  us.  In  al- 
most every  one  with  whom  we  trade,  some  heavy 
duty  exists  on  American  tobacco.  The  extent  of 
the  injury  inflicted  by  such  impositions  on  our  ag- 
ricultural and  commercial  interests,  may  be  esti- 
mated by  the  fact  that  Europe  levies  a revenue  of 
about  thirty  millions  of  dollars  on  about  100,000 
hogsheads  of  American  tobacco,  which  cost  in  the 
United  States  about  seven  millions  of  dollars! 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  to  bring 
this  subject  fully  before  the  attention  of  congress 
and  of  the  people,  are  worthy  of  particular  praise, 
and  w7e  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  not  only  appre- 
ciated but  in  the  end  successful.  It  cannot  be  that 
the  systems  of  extortion  and  injustice  which  now 
prevail  in  foreign  countries  to  the  detriment  of  one 
of  our  own  chief  staples,  will  be  suffered  to  conti- 
nue without  the  adoption  of  countervailing  regula- 
tions on  our  part  in  a manner  at  once  determined 
and  direct.  We  were  pleased  to  notice  at  the  close 
of  the  recent  session  that  Mr.  Jenifer  announced 
his  intention  of  making  a movement  to  that  effect 
next  winter,  if  no  favorable  alteration  takes  place 
before  that  time.  If  a determination  to  act  in  this 
way  were  once  shown  so  plainly  as  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  extreme  re- 
strictions would,  most  probably,  be  obviated. 

THE  ARMY. 

Major  gen.  A.  Macomb  and  suite,  of  the  U.  S. 
army,  arrived  in  this  city  on  Monday  last  and  took 
lodgings  at  Barnum’s  hotel,  and  on  Tuesday  re- 
viewed and  inspected  the  corps  of  light  artillery, 
under  command  of  major  Hi nggold  stationed  at  Fort 
McHenry.  With  the  performance  and  appearance 
the  commander  in  chief  expressed  himself  highly 
gratified. 

Major  general  Scott  returned  to  Buffalo  on  the 
evening  of  the  3rd  instant,  from  a tour  to  the  mili- 
tary posts  on  the  upper  lakes. 

From  Florida.  The  Savannah  Georgian  contains 
some  extracts  from  the  Jacksonville  (FI.)  Advo- 
cate by  which  we  learn  that  on  Wednesday  the  15th 
ult.  two  discharged  soldiers  were  killed  and  scalped 
bv  Indians  about  six  miles  eastward  of  Fort  White, 
where  their  bodies  were  found  by  the  express  rider 
from  Fort  Lawrence.  Capt.  Ellis  in  command  at 
Fort  Gilliand,  with  twenty  men,  repaired  to  the  spot 
and  interred  the  bodies,  but  found  it  impossible  to 
trail  the  Indians. 

On  Thursday  the  16th  ult.  two  dragoons  bearing 
the  express  from  Pilatka  to  Fort  King,  were  killed, 
and  their  bodies  horribly  cut  and  mangled,  about 
nine  miles  from  the  latter  post. 

On  Sunday,  19th  ult.  two  men  attached  to  the  in- 
fantry corps,  were  passing  between  Fort  Fanning 
and  Fort  White,  and  were  killed  within  about  7 
miles  of  the  latter  place. 

On  Monday,  two  others  belonging  to  the  same 
corps,  were  killed  about  19  miles  from  Micanopy, 
being  on  their  way  to  Fort  Fanning. 

On  the  same  day  the  express  rider,  when  about  a 
mile  from  Micanopy,  had  about  fifteen  rifles  dis- 
charged at  him  but  fortunately  escaped.  The  firing 
was  heard  at  Micanopy,  and  on  repairing  to  the 
spot  signs  of  from  80  to  100  Indians  were  found. 

The  ten  horses  taken  from  the  dragoons,  near 
Fort  Mellon  (mentioned in  the  Georgian  ofthe  29th, 
that  paper  says)  have  been  recovered.  One  of  the 
dragoons  was  found  dreadfully  mangled;  and  some 
of  the  clothes  of  another,  who  was  missing,  were 
also  found. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  United  States  corvette  Cyane  arrived  at 
Smyrna  on  the  26th  of  June. 

Oar  navy  yard.  We  understand  that  capt.  S.  S. 
Stringham  is  removed  from  the  situation  of  captain 
of  the  yard  on  this  station,  and  that  capt.  H.  K. 
Paulding  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

[ Long  Island  Star. 


We  learn  that  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and  sloops 
of  war  Levant  and  Erie,  have  been  ordered  to  East- 
port,  and  will  sail  on  Sunday  9th  inst. 

[ Boston  Daily  . Advertiser . 

Passed  midshipman  Hooe,  of  the  U.  States  navy, 
by  the  sentence  of  a naval  court  martial,  lately  held 
at  Pensacola,  has  been  suspended  from  duty,  on  half 
pay,  for  the  space  of  two  years.  His  offence  was 
want  of  respect  for  his  commander. 

Naval  despacth.  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  U. 
States  frigate  Macedonian,  which  was  taken  into 
the  dock  the  day  before  was  taken  out,  after  remain- 
ing in  only  24  hours.  In  the  meantime  her  bottom 
was  thoroughly  scraped,  and  a small  piace  in  her 
copper  near  her  fore  foot,  which  had  been  slightly 
injured  by  grounding  on  the  bar  at  Pensacola,  was 
properly  repaired.  This  is  an  instance  of  prompti- 
tude that  deserves  commendation.  Yesterday  fore- 
noon at  11  o’clock,  the  schooner  Grampus  was  dock- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  a complete  over- 
haul and  repair.  It  is  supposed  she  will  be  found 
very  defective,  as  she  has  received  no  material  re- 
pairs since  she  was  launched  19  years  ago.  The 
Grampus  mounts  10  18  lb.  carronades,  and  2 long 
twelves.  She  makes  but  a small  show  in  the  dock, 
there  being  plenty  of  room  for  another  one  just  like 
her  astern.  She  will  be  despatched  with  all  expedi- 
tion, as  the  sloop  John  Adams  and  frigate  Columbia 
are  waiting  for  their  turns.  The  former  of  these 
vessels  lies  near  the  entrance  of  the  dock,  and  is 
entirely  dismantled,  The  latter  is  nearly  so,  and  lies 
at  the  lower  wharf. 

The  frigates  Constellation  and  Maccedonian  are 
now  alongside  of  each  other  at  the  upper  wharf,  af- 
fording an  excellent  opportunity  of  comparison. 
They  are  both  of  the  same  rate,  apparently  of  the 
same  size  and  mount  the  same  number  of  guns. 
The  former  was  built  in  1797,  and  the  latter  in 
1837,  or  40  years  after.  One  would  suppose  that 
after  the  thousand  experiments  in  naval  architecture 
that  have  taken  place  during  that  period,  some  very 
decided  improvement  might  be  pointed  out,  in  favor 
of  the  new  vessel.  Is  this  the  fact?  By  no  means, 
but  precisely  the  contrary. 

There  is  a beautiful  symmetry  in  the  model  of  the 
Constellation — a certain  ye  ne  sais  quoi — a something 
that  the  practised  eye  of  a sailor  can  at  once  point 
out  and  explain,  but  which  is  difficult  for  a lands- 
man to  describe,  that  is  entirely  wanting  in  the  Ma- 
cedonian. The  one  is  beautiful  to  look  at;  the  other 
has  a clumsy  appearance;  the  one  sails  and  works 
well;  the  other  is  deficient  in  both  these  great  attri- 
butes of  a mah  of  war. 

There  is  one  fault,  a grevious  fault,  somewhere, 
and  the  question  arises  whose  fault  is  it?  We  be- 
lieve it  to  be  the  fault  of  the  navy  board,  or  the 
navy  commissioners,  for  we  don’t  exactly  understand 
the  distinction.  They  are  practical  seamen,  but  not 
practical  builders,  and  it  makes  all  the  difference  in 
the  world;  and  they  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
pinning  the  naval  constructor  down  to  their  precise 
dimensions  and  their  precise  orders,  without  allow- 
ing him  any  decretionary  power  at  all. 

Now  instead  of  this,  the  next  vessel  they  build,  be 
it  sloop,  frigate,  or  line  of  battle  ship,  let  them  send 
their  orders,  ad  libitum  to  the  naval  constructor,  tell 
him  to  use  his  own  discretion— to  do  his  prettiest 
and  best,  and  our  word  for  it,  they  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed. This  was  (he  case  in  regard  to  the  six  ex- 
perimental sloops  of  war,  five  of  which  have  been 
recently  launched — one  of  which  is  the  Marion,  and 
a more  beautiful  vessel  we  will  venture  to  say  never 
floated  the  ocean.  They  surely  can  have  confidence 
in  such  a man  asJosiah  Baiker,  esq.  naval  construc- 
tor at  Charlestown,  for  he  has  more  experience  than 
all  ol  them  put  together.  [ Bost . Atlas. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  whig  delegates  of  the  Kennebeck  and  So- 
merset congressional  districts,  met  in  convention  at 
Belgrade,  on  the  29th  ult.  and  nominated  the  hon. 
Geo.  Evans  for  re-election. 

Crops.  The  Maine  Visiter  has  a favorable  notice 
of  the  appearance  of  the  crops  in  the  heart  of  the 
farming  regions  on  the  Kennebec  and  Androscoggin. 
The  hay  is  represented  as  excellent;  the  corn  crop 
unusually  promising;  and  the  fields  of  grain,  inclu- 
ding wheat,  rye,  barley  and  oats,  are  generally  good 
and  will  produce  a fair  average,  though  there  are  oc- 
casionally evidences  of  the  smut  and  rust. 

NEW  YORK. 

Abolition  slate  convention.  The  anti-slavery  state 
convention  met  in  Syracuse  on  the  5!h  inst.  Twen- 
ty-five counties  were  represented  by  156  delegates. 

The  convention  organized  by  appointing  C.  O. 
Shepard,  of  Genesee,  president;  Henry  Bradley,  of 
Yates,  Warren  Ilecox,  of  Onondaga,  David  Cush- 
man, of  Otsego,  Samuel  Lightbody,  of  Oneida,  Au  • 
srustus  Sawyer,  of  Ontario,  and  Horace  Dresser,  of 
New  York,  vice  presidents;  and  Fordyce  Rice,  of 


Madison,  and  William  Sabine,  of  Onondaga,  secre- 
taries. 

Committeeshaving  been  appointed  to  nominate 
presidential  electors,  and  to  report  resolutions  and 
an  address. 

At  8 o’clock  in  the  evening,  Gerrit  Smith,  from 
the  committee  reported.  They  recommend  the  or- 
ganization of  a distinct  party — styled  "the  freemen’s 
party” — in  all  the  counties  and  districts  ol  the  state. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

On  the  6th,  the  convention  nominated  Gerrit 
Smith,  of  Madison  county,  lor  governor,  and  Charle3 
O.  Shepard,  of  Genesee,  for  lieutenant  governor. — 
The  electoral  ticket  is  headed  with  the  names  of 
Arthur  Tappan,  of  New’  York,  and  Benjamin  P. 
Johnson,  of  Oneida  county.  The  other  lorty  elec- 
tors are  located  in  the  several  congressional  districts. 

James  Brown,  of  Oswego,  and  Dr.  Arba  Blair, of 
Oneida,  have  been  nominated  as  the  abolition  can- 
didates for  congress  in  that  district. 

James  C.  Delong,  of  Utica,  has  been  nominated 
by  the  same  party  for  the  senate,  from  the  filth  se- 
natorial district. 

The  colored  citizens  of  New  York,  propose  hold- 
ing a convention  at  Albany,  on  the  18th  inst.  The 
Troy  Mail  says,  the  particularobject  is  to  have  some 
consultation  in  relation  to  their  real  condition,  and 
towards  the  extension  of  the  elective  franchise. — 
The  restriction  of  not  voting  unless  they  own  pro- 
perty, they  deem  burthensome. 

Escape  from  imprisonment  and  from  life.  One  of 
the  prisoners  on  Blackwell’s  island,  Monday  morn- 
ing attempted  to  escape  by  swimming  across  East 
river.  We  are  informed  that  the  guards  fired  a 
number  ol  times  upon  him,  but  without  hitting  him, 
when  a mason  working  on  the  public  building  pro- 
cured a rifle,  which  he  fired  with  so  much  accuracy 
that  the  fugitive  sunk  immediately. 

The  Democratic  republican  (conservative)  elec- 
tors of  New  York  have  called  a state  convention  to 
be  held  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  on  the  1st  of  October. 

Rail  road.  The  estimated  cost  of  construction  of 
the  contemplated  rail  road  between  New  Yoik  and 
Albany,  by  the  most  direct  route  of  148  miles,  is 
$2,377,946.  Including  the  damages  for  land,  the 
cost  of  depots,  engines,  &e.  the  aggregate  will  be 
about  $4,000,000.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
states  that  the  rail  roads  from  Boston  to  Albany, 
with  their  buildings  and  engines,  &c.  will  not  cost 
far  from  $7,000,000. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

A correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  United  States 
Gazette  writes  that  a whig  meeting,  at  which  five 
to  six  thousand  persons  were  present,  was  held  at 
Harrison  Hill,  in  Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey, 
on  Saturday.  The  speakers  were — ’the  hon.  Mr. 
Haisted;  John  C.  Montgomery,  esq.  of  your  city; 
general  Call,  late  governor  of  Florida;  captain  R. 
F.  Stockton,  of  the  United  States  navy;  Richard  S. 
Field,  esq.  attorney  general  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
hon.  Mr.  Randolph,  the  only  member  from  New 
Jersey  in  the  last  congress  whour  the  broad  seal  of 
the  state  protected. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Administration  convention  at  Lancaster.  A very 
imposing  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
took  place  at  Lancaster  on  the  5th  inst.  The  par- 
ties differ  immensely  in  their  estimates  of  the  num- 
ber present,  some  estimating  them  as  high  as  from 
20  to  40,000,  whilst  others  insist  that  not  more  than 
6 to  8,000  were  there  altogether,  and  that  the  num- 
ber counted  in  the  procession  was  4,800 — James 
Buchanan,  esq.  presided. 

The  whig  convention  at  Erie,  is  to  be  held  on  the 
10th  September,  the  anniversary  of  Perry’s  victory 
on  the  lake.  The  Erie  Gazette  says  ‘-The  whigs 
of  the  whole  union  are  included  in  the  invitation  to 
attend.” 

Governor  Porter  is  now  absent  fiom  the  seat  of 
government  on  a visit  to  Akron,  Ohio,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canals,  and  will 
probably  not  return  for  a month  to  come. 

MARYLAND.  "~ 

The  Harrison  state  convention  and  festival  at 
Hagerstown  is  to  be  held  on  the  16th  of  September 
next. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

A District  convention  was  called,  and  met  at  the 
City  Hall,  Washington,  on  the  101  h inst.  to  consi- 
der the  late  action  of  congress  in  relation  to  the 
District — separate  meetings  had  previously  been 
held  in  the  cities  of  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  at 
which  it  was  resolved  on  the  part  of  those  commu- 
nities lo  apply  to  the  respective  slates  from  which 
they  have  been  separated,  to  be  again  restored  to 
their  former  relations  as  part  of  the  states.  The 
proceedings  of  both  those  meetings  will  be  found  in 
the  Register. 

At  the  meeting  on  the  10th  inst.  delegates  from 
the  city  of  Washington  and  trom  each  of  the  coun- 
ties of  the  District  aitenued,  but  none  from  George- 
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town  or  Alexandria,  Walter  Jones,  esq.  w'as  chosen 
president  of  the  convention,  and  opened  the  busi- 
ness by  a sppech  of  upwards  of  two  hours  duration, 
which  the  National  Intelligencer  says  “was  one  of 
the  most  compiehensive  and  conclusive  speeches  we 
ever  heard  and  certainly  one  of  the  most  eloquent  “ 
Henry  J.  Brent  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  con- 
vention. On  motion  of  Samuel  H.  Smith,  esq.  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  report  matters  for  the 
action  of  the  convention — after  which  the  conven- 
tion adjourned. 

Georgetown,  (D.  C.)  July  23,  1840. 
The  following  requisition  was  inserted  in  the 
Georgetown  Advocate  on  the  18th  July: 

The  citizens  of  Georgetown  are  respectfully  in 
vited  to  assemble  in  front  of  the  mayor’s  office  on 
Monday  evening,  at  half  past  7 o’clock,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  for 
the  protection  of  their  rights  and  promotion  oi  their 
interests  in  the  present  crisis. 

John  Marbnry, 

Walter  Smith, 

E M.  Linthicum, 

Clement  Cox, 


Geo  Oyster, 
Sam’l  McKenny, 
Edw.  Cammack, 
Saui'l  Cropley, 
W.  H.  Tenney, 
J.  Cogswell, 

J Mitchell, 

H.  Addison, 

Geo.  Shoemaker, 
Win.  Redin, 
Chas.  C.  Fulton, 


Wm.  Laird, 

R.  Cruikshank, 

H.  Magruder, 

W.  S.  Ringgold, 

John  Pickreli, 

Lewis  Carbery, 

E.  S.  Wright, 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  call,  a numerous  as- 
semblage ol  the  citiftens  took  place  on  the  evening 
of  the  2ist,  at  which  meeting  colonel  Cox,  mayor 
of  the  town,  was  appointed  chairman,  and  Samuel 
McKenny  and  William  Redin,  secretaries. 

The  follow  ing  resolution  was  offered  bvMr.Jud- 
son  Mitchell,  and  unanimously  adopted: " 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  appoint  a committee 
of  five  to  prepare  resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  to  be  held  in  the  Lancaster 
school  house  next  Thursday  evening  at  half  past  7 
o’clock. 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  the 
chairman  appointed  Samuel  McKenny,  John  JVIar- 
bnrv,  William  Laird,  Henry  Addison  and  Judson 
Mitchell. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to 
meet  next  Thursday  evening,  at  the  Lancaster 
school  house. 

At  the  time  and  place  designated,  the  citizens 
again  assembled. 

Mr.  McKenny  stated  to  the  meeting  that  colonel 
Cox,  the  lormer  chairman,  would  not  be  able  to  at- 
tend this  evening,  and  moved  that  Henry  Addison 
bp  appointed  chairman,  in  his  stead;  which  motion 
was  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Redin  read  the  proceedings  of  the  former 
meeting,  whereupon 

Mr.  McKenny,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  submitted  the  following  resolutions  and 
address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
address  was  read  to  the  meeting  by  William  Laird, 
esq. 

lsf  Resolved,  That  (he  surrender  of  the  rights  of 
self-government,  by  the  people  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  en- 
able them  to  carry  into  practical  operation  the  plan 
of  government  devised  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  a great  personal  and  political 
sacrifice,  and  merited  a kind,  liberal  and  generous 
consideration  and  return,  but  has  been  repaid  by  a 
majority  of  the  present  congress  with  indignity, 
insults,  wrong  and  oppression;  of  which  it  becomes 
us  to  speak  with  temperate,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
with  indignant  reprehension,  and  to  which  no  citi- 
zen of  the  District  of  Columbia,  having  any  interest 
in  its  prosperity,  can  patiently  submit. 

2nd  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  the  District,  in 
common  with  the  people  of  the  states,  are  of  right 
free,  and  equally  with  the  latter,  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  laws  suited  to  promote  their  happiness 
and  welfare;  that  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
has  refused  to  the  people  of  the  District  laws  by 
them  deemed  absolutely  necessary  to  their  happi- 
ness and  prosperity,  and  such  as  exist  in  every 
state  in  this  union,  and  have  thereby  failed  fo  dis- 
charge their  solemn  duly,  wantonly  and  wickedly 
exposing  the  people  of  this  District  to  ruinous  em- 
barrassment and  distress. 

3 id  Resolved,  That  we  trace  the  whole  of  the 
wrongs  and  evils  of  which  we  complain  lo  the  sub- 
jection of  the  people  of  this  District  to  the  exclusive 
legislation  of  congress;  the  members  of  which,  being 
chosen  by  strangers,  are  without  the  knowledge  of 
our  wants  or  sympathy  with  our  condition;  and  we 
are  convinced  that  we  cannot  be  contenfed  and  pros- 
perous so  long  as  so  unjust  and  unreasonable  a mode 
of  government  is  allowed  to  continue. 

4lh  Resolved,  That  the  only  remedy  for  the  evils 
which  we  now  suffer,  and  the  only  inode  of  secur- 


ing permanent  and  general  prosperity  fo  our  town, 
is  retrocession  to  Maryland;  and  with  a view  to  ef- 
fect a measure  so  indespensable  to  our  interests,  the 
follow  ing  address  to  the  citizens  ol  the  United  States 
at  large,  and  of  the  state  of  Maryland  in  particular, 
be  adopted  by  this  meeting,  and  signed  by  the  pre- 
sident and  secretaries,  and  printed  undertheir  direc- 
tion,— and  that  a copy  be  forwarded  to  the  governor 
of  each  state,  with  a request  that  he  will  lay  the 
same  before  the  legislature  of  his  state  at  their  next 
meeting. 

AW  ADDRESS 

To  our  fellow  countrymen  throughout  the  twenty-six 

states  of  the  union,  and  to  Maryland  in  particular. 

We,  the  citizens  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  town  meeting,  assembled  on  this 
23d  day  of  July,  1840,  have  resolved  to  address  you 
in  the  following  terms,  and  with  the  following  state- 
ments: 

A provision  of  the  constitution  grants  to  congress 
the  power  “to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever  over  such  District  (not  exceeding 
ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular 
states  and  the  acceptance  of  congress,  become  the 
seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.” — 
We  are  thus  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  union,  without  a representative  on  the 
floor,  without  a voice  in  their  councils — dependent 
altogether  on  their  will  and  pleasure,  on  their  wis- 
dom and  justice,  for  action,  beneficial  or  otherwise, 
operating  upon  our  interests,  and  immediately  af- 
fecting our  prosperity  and  happiness. 

We,  a commercial  and  trading  community,  fora 
long  period  have  had  banks  among  us,  those  indis- 
pensable pre-requisites  for  mercantile  operations  and 
facilities.  The  law'  chartering  the  one  we  now  have 
was  signed  by  James  Madison,  and  laws  recharter- 
ing it  were  once  signed  by  James  Monroe  and  twice 
by  Andrew  Jackson.  Previously  to  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  of  this  bank  on  the  fourth  current,  a 
memorial,  numerously  signed  by  the  citizens,  was 
presented  to  congress,  praying  in  the  most  respect- 
lul  terms  for  a rr  charter,  and  stating  the  fact  that 
the  institution  was  perfectly  able  and  willing  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  on  its  notes  as  soon  as 
the  neighboring  banks  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
said  the  same  on  fheirs.  A petition  was  also  pre- 
sented by  the  bank  here  for  a charter,  to  include,  as 
a feature  of  it,  the  immediate  resumption  of  specie 
payment  on  all  its  notes.  Nevertheless,  our  prayer  for 
a recharter,  as  well  as  the  prayer  of  every  one  of 
the  other  five  banks  of  the  District  for  the  same,  was 
rejected,  and  nothing  w hatever  granted  to  the  banks 
but  the  privilege:  and  a specific  time  wherein  to 
close  up  their  concerns — thus  leaving  the  whole  Dis- 
trict without  banking  institutions,  and  this  through 
the  votes  and  influence  of  members  of  the  senate 
who  insist  on  the  destruction  of  all  banks  as  a policy 
of  the  administration. 

No  accusation  of  improper  conduct  has  been  al- 
leged against  the  bank  here,  or  against  any  one  of 
the  other  Disti  ict  banks:  not  a doubt  expressed  as  to 
its  abundant  ability  to  meet  promptly  and  satisfac- 
torily all  its  liabilities.  It  stands  upon  a footing 
equal  to  any  similar  institution  in  the  land. 

In  times  past,  too,  it  came  boldly  and  generously 
to  the  relief  of  the  government,  in  the  day  of  its 
need,  when  it  was  pressed  on  all  sides,  and  the 
helping  hand  by  no  means  freely  offered.  Yes,  fel- 
low countrymen,  this  very  bank,  now  so  unceremo- 
niously incapacitated  for  further  action,  for  further 
usefulness,  issued  its  liabilities  from  time  to  time 
to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  six  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the  government — three 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  which  was 
for  the  provision,  equipment,  &c.  of  your  armies  in 
the  last  war,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars of  that  three  hundred  and  twenty  in  order  to 
forw  ard  on  the  gallant  army  under  general  Jackson, 
to  strike  the  triumphant  and  decisive  blow  at  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans.  And  why  are  our  charters 
taken  from  us?  Why  are  we,  helpless  as  is  our  si- 
tuation, and  without  power  of  redress,  inflicted 
with  injuries  and  oppressions,  and  subjected  to  ex- 
periments unknown  in  the  surrounding  states,  un- 
known in  any  state  of  this  union  where  the  ballot 
box  is  open — where  the  power  to  resist  wrong  is 
living  and  active — where  there  is  a summoning  unto 
judgment — where  the  legislators  can  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  held  to  a strict  ac- 
countability? 

We,  the  people  of  this  town,  have  exercised  the 
little  liberty  w hich  is  left  us.  We  have  availed  our- 
selves of  our  constitutional  right — have  expressed 
and  published  our  honest  convictions  and  mature 
judgments  in  regard  to  public  inen  and  public 
measures — have  acted  as  men  born  to  the  heritage 
of  freedom  and  a free  government  ought,  under  all 
circumsances,  ever  to  act.  For  this  we  have  been 
persecuted  and  punished;  for  this  the  rod  of  revenge 
has  been  laid  upon  our  back;  and  for  this  we  have 


| been  “beaten  with  many  stripes,”  and  without  mer- 
cy. 

We  proclaim  not  these  things  in  the  language  of 
fancy — they  are  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness, 
for  the  fact  has  been  openly  avowed,  and  stands 
embraced  in  expressions  uttered  by  a leading  admi- 
nistration member  on  the  floor  of  your  representa- 
tive hall.  . 

Fellow  countrymen,  we  are  of  right  heirs  to  the 
same  soil  and  same  freedom  as  yourselves.  We 
spring  from  the  same  origin.  The  blood  of  the  re- 
volutionary fathers  which  flows  in  your  veins,  flows 
equally  in  ours.  The  privileges  and  blessings  of 
independence  secures  to  you  through  their  energies 
and  exertions,  were  equally  intended  to  be  secured 
to  u3.  Yet  we  are  bondsmen  in  the  land  of  freedom. 
We  are  an  oppressed  people  under  the  ruthless  hand 
of  tyranny  in  the  midst  of  a republic — denied  the 
common  chartered  rights  that  exist  in  every  state, 
every  city  and  town  throughout  this  extended  union. 
We  desire  to  make  it  known  to  the  people  of  this 
republic  that  we  ascribe  the  wrongs  and  injuries 
we  complain  of,  and  the  oppression  under  which 
we  peculiarly  suffer,  to  that  principle  in  our  sys- 
tem of  government  which,  under  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  subjects  us  to  the  exclusive 
legislation  of  congress,  that  we  are  convinced  that 
from  this  source  evils  will  continue  upon  us  until  a 
change  be  made  in  our  mode  of  government.  Pow- 
erless ourselves,  we  call  upon  you  who  have  power, 
to  take  this  matter  into  your  serious  consideration. 
We  solemnly  believe  and  feel  that  we  have  a right 
to  call.  We  beseech  you,  therefore,  through  the 
action  of  your  senators  and  representatives,  to  re- 
lieve us  from  this  condition.  Give  to  us  the  immu- 
nities of  American  citizens.  Give  to  us  to  share 
in  the  realities  of  a republican  government.  Give 
to  us  a voice  and  a vote.  As  lovers,  as  defenders,  as 
promoters  of  freedom  yourselves,  release  us  from 
our  degrading  bonds. 

To  Maryland  we  would  more  especially  address 
ourselves.  She  surely  will  not,  she  cannot  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  prayer  of  her  offspring.  We  call 
upon  her  in  the  name  of  affection — in  the  name  of 
justice  and  mercy — in  the  name  of  all  that  men  can 
hold  sacred  and  dear  on  earth,  to  come  to  our  res- 
cue. Strike  off  the  chains  from  our  limbs;  pluck 
the  deep  grief  from  our  hearts;  and  as  you  uncon- 
sciously gave  us  away  to  endure  a pilgrimage  of 
deprivation  and  suffering,  receive  us  back  under 
your  fostering  and  protecting  care  to  revive  again, 
to  awake  anew  unto  life  and  hope,  under  more 
balmy  years  of  prosperity  and  peace. 

We  are  oppressed  and  would  be.  free.  We  have 
no  right  to  representation  in  any  legislature—  a right 
inestimable  to  all  men;  are  governed  by  men  who 
have  no  interest  in  our  affairs — no  communication 
or  sympathy  in  our  wants  or  wishes,  who  but  too 
often  legislate  for  us  with  an  aim  to  the  promotion 
of  their  own  political  opinions,  utterly  regardless  in 
what  manner  or  in  what  degree  our  interests  are 
affected.  We  are  governed  purely  on  political 
grounds,  as  operating  throughout  the  union;  there- 
fore we  are  governed  tyrannically.  In  an  evil  hour 
for  us.  our  connexion  was  severed.  We  have  now 
neither  name  nor  station — neither  friend  nor  pro- 
tector. Give  us  a name  that  we  may  live — give  us 
a protector  who  w ill  know  our  lights,  and  who  will 
dare  to  defend  them.  Take  us  back,  we  pray  you, 
unto  our  own  home — give  us  a lot  and  portion  with 
your  citizens.  Grant  us,  we  earnestly  beseech  you, 
to  share  the  fate  and  fortune,  the  weal  and  woe,  of 
yourself,  of  our  parent,  of  just  and  generous  Mary, 
land. 

The  question  was  taken  seralim  upon  the  resolu- 
tions and  address. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted  with  but  one 
dissenting  voice.  And  the  other  resolutions  with 
but  two  dissenting  voices.  The  address  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr.  Clement  Cox  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  if,  upon  further  reflection,  the 
committee  should  deem  it  advisable  to  embody  more 
at  large  in  their  report  the  grievances  of  which  the 
people  of  the  District  have  a right  to  complain,  they 
are  hereby  empowered  to  do  so. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing be  published  in^the  town  paper,  and  other  pa- 
pers of  the  District. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

HENRY  ADDISON,  chairman. 

S.  McKenny,  ) 

W.  Redin,  y 1 

VIRGINIA. 

The  state  treasurer  of  Virginia  gives  notice  that 
he  will  receive  until  the  24th  inst.  proposals  for  a loan 
of  $62,825,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  6 per  cent,  re- 
deemable in  twenty  years. 

The  theatre  at’  Petersburg,  Virginia,  has  been 
purchased  and  converted  into  a Presbyterian  church. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Election  returns.  We  insert  sucli  additional  re- 
turns as  have  been  received  since  our  last. 

Bertie  county. 

For  governor.  Jno.  M.  Morehead,  (whig)  483; 
Saunders,  (adm.)  4b'8. 

For  senate.  Lewis  Bond,  (whig)  268;  Jas.  R. 
Rayner,  (adm.)  266. 

For  commons.  Gilliam,  (whig)  494,  Thompson, 
(whig)  493;  J.  L.  Webb,  post  M.  (adm.)  466,  Lee, 
(adm.)  473. 

RECAPITULATION 


Governor — 1840. 


Morehead, 

Whig 

Edgecomb,  111 
Franklin, 

Granville, 

Nash, 

Pitt, 

Warren, 
Washington, 
Beaufort, 

Halifax, 
Northampton,  543 
Johnston, 

Wayne, 

Bertie, 

Camden, 

Currituck, 

Craven, 


3S3 

873 

73 

625 

88 

400 

846 

622 


15  maj. 
524 

671 


Sanders, 

V.  B. 

1,298 
636 
760 
782 
519 
705 
30 
363 
446 
519 

39  maj. 
512  maj. 


Congress — 1839. 


91 

300  maj. 
643 


Whig. 

109 
470 
561 
529 
636 
226 
402 
901 

185  maj. 
inaj. 

344 

157 

maj 

475 
114 


V.  B. 
1,390 
357 
508 
226 
571 
534 


represented  by  21  vhigs  and  18  administration — 
they  now  elect  37  whigs  and  2 administration — 
making  a whig  gain  of  32 — besides  an  addition  of 
two  members—  whigs. 

The  Baltimore  American  of  the  14th  says:  “Gen- 
tlemen from  the  south,  who  reached  this  city  last 
night  at  ten  o’clock,  by  the  Norfolk  steamboat,  in- 
form us  that  in  Alabama  the  whigs  had  carried  four- 
teen of  the  thirty-three  senators,  and  forty-nine  out 
of  the  one  hundred  members  of  the  house.  The  be- 
lief was  confidently  entertained  that  the  remaining 
counties  to  be  heard  from  would  give  the  whigs  a ma- 
jority on  joint  ballot.  D.  H.  Lewis’  county  had  given 
500  majority  against  him.” 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Union  bank  of  Mississippi.  The  president  of  the 
Union  bank  of  Mississippi,  John  B.  Morgan,  esq. 
has  refused  to  regard  the  proclamation  of  governor 
McNutt,  declaring  the  charter  forfeited,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  unconstitutional,  and  also  refuses  to 
ppoint  a commissioner  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the 


77  bank. 


378 

121 

605 

721 

99 

134 

552 


The  whig  majority  on  joint  ballot  in  the  last  le- 
gislature was  14.  The  returns  from  the  above 
counties  exhibit  a whig  gain  of  one  senator  and  six 
commoners,  compared  with  last  year. 

The  most  of  the  counties  of  the  state  voted  on 
the  13th  inst.  and  the  last  one  on  the  14th. 

ALABAMA. 

Election.  The  partial  returns  as  yet  received 
exhibit  a decided  gain  of  whig  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  the  legislature,  and  renders  it  quite 
doubtful  whether  there  will  not  be  a whig  majority 
on  joint  ballot.  Last  session  there  was  an  admi- 
nistration majority  of  thirty-eight. 

Mobile,  elected  whigs  throughout. 

Montgomery  county,  whig  by  a majority  of  150. 

Lowndes,  whig  majority  280. 

Butler,  two  whigs— last  year  divided. 

Cook,  whig. 

Macon,  all  whig. 


Whig 

Buford, 

Mat'gham, 

Baker, 


Russel  county. 

Van  Buren. 

604  r 

Calhoun, 

495 

610| 

Johnson, 

463 

578 

Park. 

482 

(■Elected. 

Mobile. 

1,191 

Deas,  * 

1.099 

1,178 

Lendsay, 

1,081 

1,179 

Holmes, 

1,073 

1,167 

Chamberlin, 

1,061 

Bates 
McBride, 

Holinger, 

Langdon, 

A letter  from  Alabama  to  the  editor  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  says:  “A  friend  has  just  hand- 
ed me  returns  from  about  eighteen  counties,  com- 
prising most  of  Mr.  Lewis’  district,  and  a part  of 
Messis.  Dellet  and  Crabb’s.  The  result  is  a clear 
change  of  13  representatives  and  senators,  equal  to 
a gain  of  26  members  or  votes  on  joint  ballot.  So 
that  if  the  northern  part  of  the  state  does  any  thing 
for  us,  we  shall  have  a majority  of  the  next  legisla- 
ture. In  every  county  heard  from,  the  whigs  have 
gained  in  the  popular  vote,  and  in  many  largely. 

“It  would,  perhaps,  be  calculating  too  largely  to 
say  that  Alabama  will  vote  for  general  Harrison; 
but,  really,  the  present  indications  are  of  such  a 
character  as  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  there 
is  no  doubt  of  it.  Certain  it  is  that  the  hon.  D.  H. 
Lewis’  district  will  show  a majority  of  from  one 
to  two  thousand  against  him,  as  indicated  by  the 
late  election.”  The  above  letter  was  from  Mont- 
gomery county. 

A correspondent  of  the  same  paper  writes  from 
Cahaw'ba,  7th  inst.  “The  election  turned  entirely  up- 
on the  presidential  question,  and  I have  not  known 
the  people  here  so  much  excited  for  many  years. 

So  far  as  we  carr  learn,  the  whigs  have  exceeded 
their  most  sanguine  expectations.  In  eight  of  the 
counties  of  middle  Alabama  wre  have  elected 
eleven  more  members  of  our  party  as  members  of 
the  legislature  than  we  had  last  year;  thereby  in- 
creasing our  strength  in  the  legislature,  as  yoit  will 
perceive,  twenty-two  votes.  We  dare  hardly  hope  or 
expect  a majority  on  joint  ballot,  but  even  this  is  not 
improbable,  for  we  hear  of  no  loss,  and  if  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state  will  do  even  but  little  more  than 
to  hold  their  own,  it  must  be  so.  Then  we  may 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Alabama  take  her  stand 
beside  noble  Virginia  under  the  colors  of  Harrison.” 

Later.  The  Baltimore  Patriot  of  the  13th  gives 
the  result  from  19  counties,  which  last  year  were 


Resignation.  Ex  governor  Runnels  has  resigned 
the  presidency  of  the  Union  bank  of  Mississippi, 
and  Dr.  J.  B.  Morgan  has  been  elected  in  his  place. 

Ex-governor  Runnels  of  Mississippi  has  addressed 
an  able  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Natchez  Courier, 
in  which  he  announces  his  determination  to  supporl 
Harrison  and  reform. 

J OUISIANA. 

The  Louisiana  Advertiser  of  July  28,  says: — 
We  are  now  enabled  to  lay  before  the  public  a com- 
plete tableau,  exhibiting  at  one  view,  the  composi- 
tion of  our  next  legislature. 

SENATE. 

First  district — Cashner  Lacoste.* 

Second — G.  A.  Waggaman. 

Opelouses — Jaques  Dupre. 

German  Coast — Felix  Garcia. 

Arcadia — J.  B.  Arrnent. 

Concordia — Edward  Sparrow. 

Point  Coupee — Zenon  Porche.* 

Rapides — Joseph  Walker.* 

St.  Tammany — T.  G.  Davidson.* 

Orleans — Albert  Hoa. 

Lafourche — H.  M.  Thibodeaux. 

Iberville — S.  Hiriart.* 

E.  Baton  Rouse — W.  B.  Scott.* 

Nachitoches — P.  E.  Bossier.* 

Attakapas — Basil  C.  Crow. 

Ouchitta — S.  W.  Downs.* 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Parish  of  Ascension — Thomas  Cottman.* 

Do.  Assumption — G.  W.  Phillips,*  A. M. Foley. 
Avoyelles — P.  Couvillion.* 

Catahoula — George  Spencer.* 

Claiborne — Joseph  Friend.* 

Concordia,  Carroll  and  Madison — A.  J. 
Lowry. 

E.  Baton  Rouge — Philemon  Thomas,  F.D. 
Conrad. 

E.  Feliciana — A. G. Carter,*  Lee  Hardesty.* 
Iberville — C.  A.  Brusle.* 

Jefferson — H.  Dugue. 

Lafourche — C.  Aubert,  G.  S.  Guion,  Silvere 
Fosse. 

Lafayette — A.  Marten,*  W.  Creighton.* 
Livingston — L.  Breed.* 

Natchitoches  and  Caddo — P.  A.  Morse, 

Edwards. 

Orleans — W.  Debuys,  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne, 
Glendy  Burke,  L.  L.  Ferriere,  G.  Bed- 
ford, C.  Roselius,  A.  W.  Pichot. 

Ouchitta  and  Union — W.  W.  Farmer.* 
Plaquemine — T.  M.  Wadswoith.* 

Point  Coupee — Charles  Poydras. 

Rapides — Branch  Tanner,*  T.  J.  Wells. 

St.  Bernard — Gregory  Byrne.* 

St.  Charles — F.  B.  Trepagnier.* 

St.  Helena — W.  F.  Bayliss.* 

St.  James — B.  Winchester,  P. Thibedeaux. 
St.  John  the  Baptist — Antonio  Boudousquie. 
St.  Landry — J.  J.  Taylor,*  B.  P.  Voorhies, 
C.  S.  Swazee. 

St.  Mary — O.  Cornay. 

St.  Martin — Alexander  Declouet. 

St.  Tammany — E.  P.  Ellis. 

Terrebonne — B.  G.  Thibudoux. 
Washington — F.  Beckham.* 

W.  Baton  Rouge — S.  W.  D.  Clark. 

W.  Feliciana — W.  R.  Barrow ,*  Cyrus  Rat- 
liff.* 

Those  marked  tints  * are  administration  men. 
From  the  above  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  two 
parties  stand  thus: 

Whig.  Administration. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


House, 

Senate, 


27 

8 

35 


23 

9 


32 


Whig  majority  3 on  joint  ballot. 


The  congressional  representation  is  as  follows: 

First  district — Edward  D.  White,  [W.]  majority 
2,026. 

Second  District — J.  B.  Dawson,  [V.  B.]  majori- 
ty 13. 

Third  district — John  Moore,  [W.]  majority  62. 
Taking  the  congressional  vote  as  evidence  of  the 
state  of  the  public  mind,  in  relation  to  the  presiden- 
tial election,  it  indicates  a clear  gain  for  Harrison 
of  2,000  votes  since  the  summer  of  1833. 

KENTUCKY. 

An  extra  session  of  the  legislature  summoned.  Gov. 
Wicldiffe  by  proclamation  dated  at  Frankfort,  Aug. 
3d,  has  directed  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  to  as- 
semble on  the  19th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  enacting  a law  p:o- 
viding  for  taking  the  vote  of  the  state  of  Kentucky 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
for  which  it  appears  that  there  is  no  law  at  present 
in  that  stale. 

Election  returns.  The  general  state  election  took 
place  on  the  3rd,  4th  and  5th  instant.  We  have  re- 
turns from  44  counties,  though  incomplete,  yet  suf- 
ficient to  ascertain  a large  increase  of  whig  votes 
since  the  last  elections.  Louisville  city  gives  a 
majorily  of  1,120  and  Jefferson  county  for  the  first 
•time  elects  whigs,  and  by  a majority  of  252  votes. 

Later.  Forty- nine  counties  heard  from  gives 
29,871  whig  to  16,580  administration.  Whig  majo- 
lity  so  tar  13,291. 

INDIANA. 

Election  returns.  The  election  for  governor, 
state  senators  and  representatives,  and  for  a con- 
gressman from  the  7th  district  lately  represented  by 
T.  A.  Howard,  esq.  w ho  resigned  in  order  to  seive 
as  the  administration  candida'e  for  governor,  took 
place  on  the  3d  inst.  The  result  of  the  election  is 
very  decisively  in  favor  of  the  whig  candidates. 

Congressional.  Howard  was  elected  last  year  by 
a vote  of  9,874  over  Evans  (whig)  who  obtained 
8,120.  Mr.  Hannegan  was  the  administration  can- 
didate to  succeed  him,  and  Mr.  Lane  was  the  whig 
candidate.  So  far  as  heard  from  Mr.  Lane  has  a 
majority  in  Parke  of  331,  in  TippeGanoe  275,  in 
Montgomery  200,  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  his 
election. 

State  senate.  Fifteen  districts  are  heard  from, 
which  in  the  last  legislature  were  represented  by 
nine  administration  and  six  whig  senators.  They 
now  return  but  one  administration  to  14  whigs. 

In  the  house,  in  which  there  was  a Fan  Buren  ma- 
jority, last  year,  of  twenty,  so  far  as  ascertained, 
the  whigs  have  three  to  one. 

An  endorsement  on  the  margin  of  a copy  of  the 
Richmond  (Indiana)  Palladium  says,  that  60  coun- 
ties in  that  state  gives  the  whig  ticket  over  12,000 
majority.  Illinois,  so  far  as  heard  from,  is  doing 
likewise. 

Latest.  In  six  counties  heard  from  in  the  7th 
congressional  district,  which  gave  Howard  last 
year  1,172  majorily.  Lane  (W.)  is  now  967  ahead 
of  Hannegan— whig  gain  2,136. 

Bigger’s  majority  over  Howard  for  governor  so 
far  as  received  is  9,292,  being  a whig  gain  of  1,270 
over  Hanison’s  majority  in  the  same  counties  in 
1836.  Harrisons  majority  in  the  state  in  1836  was 
8,803. 

The  constitution  of  Indiana  provides,  (hat  every 
twelve  years  a vote  shall  be  taken  by  the  people,  to 
decide  whether  they  are  in  favor  of  making  any 
amendments  in  the  state  constitution.  This  is  the 
year  to  fake  the  vote. 

ILLINOIS. 

Elections.  The  only  items  we  have  yet  received 
are  the  following: 

Alton,  half  past  12. 

Dear  sir:  We  have  only  time  to  say,  that  in  this 
city  we  have  polled  the  unprecedented  vote,  in  half 
a day,  of  390  votes,  out  of  which  the  whigs  have 
137  majority.  The  afternoon  will  increase  our  vote. 
The  county  is  safe.  Yours  truly, 

G.  T.  VV.  DAVIS,  ) „ 

B.  CLIFFORD,  \ ex'  com" 
Edgar  county — One  adm.  and  one  whig  elected — 
last  year  two  adm.  by  a majority  of  278. 

Clark — Whig — as  before. 

Cane — Whig  by  160  majority — last  year  18Sadm. 
Coofc— Whig  sheriff  elected — no  further  particu- 
lars—last  year  832  adm.  majority . 

Sangamon — Whig  majority  of  5 to  600 — last  year 
divided  delegation. 

Scott — Entire  whig  ticket. 

Alton — For  senator,  Jas.  B.  Moore  (whig)  250— 
James  (adm.)  113.  The  whole  ticket  about  the 
same. 

Cruelty  to  the  Mormons.  Who  would  believe  that 
in  this  free  country,  as  it  is  called,  the  members  of 
a religions  community  called  Mormons,  have  been 
persecuted,  hunted  from  pillar  to  post,  scourged  and 
treated  in  the  most  cruel  and  barbarous  manner,  not 
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by  fanatics  or  bigots,  who  have  at  least  the  darkness 
of  the  mind  as  their  apology,  but  by  men  who  boast 
of  no  particular  religious  biasor  prejudice  at  all,  but 
instigated  by  a spirit  of  mischief  and  lawless  reck- 
lessness. It  seems  that  some  citizens  of  Tully,  in 
Missouri,  missed  certain  articles,  such  as  salt,  iron, 
&c.  which  they  alleged  were  stolen  by  the  Mor- 
mons, and  they  crossed  the  river  and  came  bv  acci- 
dent on  four  Mormons,  one  an  aged  man,  whom 
they  captured,  charged  with  the  theft,  and  carried 
across  the  river  and  confined  in  Tully.  The  Quincy 
(Illinois)  Whig  details  what  followed: 

“Here,  with  their  victims  in  their  power,  the 
Missourians  proceeded  to  inflict  a severe  punish- 
ment upon  them.  One  was  immediately  stripped, 
a halter  placed  around  his  neck,  and  attached  to  a 
limb  above  his  hpad,  and  so  tightly  drawn,  that  to 
prevent  choking  to  death,  he  was  obliged  to  stand 
on  the  tip  of  his  toes.  In  this  situation,  with  his 
arms  fastened  around  the  tree,  so  that  his  bare  back 
was  fully  exposed,  the  tormentors  swore  they  would 
take  his  l.fe  unless  he  would  confess.  In  vain  he 
urged  tiis  innocence,  that  he  had  nothing  to  con- 
fess, that  he  had  never  committed  any  theft,  &c.; 
they  still  applied  their  whips  until  ti is  back  was  so 
dreadfully  lacerated,  that  to  save  his  life,  he  agreed 
to  confess  any  thing  they  could  desire.  He  was  ta- 
ken down  from  the  tree,  with  scarcely  any  life  in 
him,  and  actually  confessed  whatever  his  tormentors 
wished.  This  was  necessary,  to  give  a coloring  of 
justice  to  the  inhuman  outrage.  Two  other  of  the 
Mormons  were  tortured  in  the  same  manner,  and  a 
similar  confession  extorted  from  them. 

“The  old  gentleman  we  spoke  of  above,  one  of 
the  four  abducted,  behaved  with  such  resolution, 
and  pointed  out  to  them  so  clearly  their  injustice 
and  inhumanity,  that  alter  stripping  and  fastening 
him  to  a tree  and  taunting  him  will  epithets  of  the 
foulest  character,  they  took  him  down  and  finally 
set  him  at  liberty.  One  of  the  victims,  by  some 
means,  succeeded,  all  cut  to  pieces  as  he  was,  to 
make  his  escape — he  reached  the  river  closely  pur- 
sued by  his  persecutors,  where  finding  a canoe,  he 
made  all  haste  for  this  shore;  upon  arriving  at  which, 
he  staggered  out  of  the  boat  and  fell  exhausted  on 
the  beach,  seemingly  resolved  to  die,  if  he  must  die, 
upon  a soil  where  the  laws  were  respected.  Two 
of  the  other  victims,  by  our  latest  intelligence,  were 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Tully,  if  death,  of 
which  there  is  some  probability,  has  not  put  an  end 
to  their  sufferings. 

“Mr.  Miller,  who  brought  down  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting,  had  also  sundry  important  papers, 
such  as  a petition,  affidavits,  8tc.  detailing  a history 
of  the  outrages,  and  communicating  the  names  of 
several  citizens  of  Tully,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
transaction,  all  of  which  has  been  laid  before  gov. 
Carlin.  The  governor,  with  commendable  spirit, 
we  learn,  has  taken  hold  of  the  matter,  and  vows 
his  intention  of  investigating  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  these  outrages,  and  to  protect  the 
Mormons  from  future  outrage  and  aggression,  to  the 
utmost  of  his  authority.  It  is  also  the  intention  of 
the  governor,  we  understand,  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary papers  can  be  made  out,  to  demand  the  authors 
of  the  outrage  from  the  executive  of  Missouri. 
Every  good  citizen,  of  whatever  party  or  denomi- 
nation, will  sustain  the  governor,  in  vindicating  the 
laws  of  our  state,  which  have  in  this  transaction, 
been  shamefully  violated.” 

The  other  side  of  the  question.  Thereported  lynch- 
ing of  Mormons  is  denied  in  a long  communication 
in  the  Quincy  (Illinois)  Whig,  signed  by  eighteen 
citizens  of  Tully,  Missouri,  arid  which  says  the  ci- 
tizens of  Tully  have  been  misrepresented,  and  pro- 
nounce the  statements  made  at  the  meeting  at  Nan- 
voo,  a tissue  of  vile  slander  and  gross  falsehoods. 
They  accuse  the  Mormons  of  a number  of  depreda- 
tions, and  say  that  Smith,  the  “holy  prophet,”  in 
presence  of  some  of  the  citizens,  justified  the  plun- 
derers in  their  nefarious  proceedings,  and  said  they 
would  continue  them  till  they  had  recompensed 
themselves  for  their  Missouri  difficulties  to  the 
amount  of  $'3,000,000. 

MISSOURt. 

Election  returns.  The  election  for  governor,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  congressmen,  state  senators  and 
representatives  and  county  officers,  took  place  on 
the  3d  and  -1th  instant.  We  have  only  returns 
of  the  first  day’s  voting  at  St.  Louis,  which  stands 
for  Clarke  and  Bogby  (whigs)  lor  governor  and 
lieutenant,  governor  1,076;  for  Reynolds  and  Mar- 
inaduke  (adin.)  579 — Whig  majority  400.  The 
majorities  for  Samuel  and  Sibley  (whigs)  for  con- 
gress, over  Miller  and  Edwards  (adm.)  is  about  the 
same,  and  so  with  the  whole  ticket. 

IOWA. 

We  understand,  that,  on  Friday  night,  there  was 
a conflict  between  a number  of  whites  and  blacks  at 
Madison,  la.,  in  the  course  of  which  two  men  were 
shot  and  very  severely  wounded.  One  ot  the  ne- 


groes was  subsequently  taken  to  the  river  for  the 
purpose  of  being  thrown  in  and  drowned,  but  the 
interference  of  some  influential  persons  saved  his 
life.  On  Saturday  night  many  of  the  citizens  were 
arming  themselves  and  swearing  to  exterminate  the 
negroes  from  the  city.  [T.ouisville  Jour.  Aug.  3. 

A son  of  governor  Dodge,  who  resides  in  Iowa, 
has  been  nominated  as  the  administration  delegate 
to  represent  that  territory  in  congress. 

WISKONSIN. 

The  population  of  Wiskonsin  has  doubled  within 
the  last  two  years. 

The  friends  of  temperance  in  Wiskonsin  have 
addressed  a memorial  to  the  legislature  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  law  authorising  the  sale  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors  in  that  territory. 

The  territorial  legislature  assembled  on  the  third 
Monday  of  July,  at  Madison. 

One  of  the  Western  papers  says:  “The  people 
residing  within  the  disputed  boundary  of  Illinois, 
south  of  the  present  Wiskonsin  line,  sent  delegates 
to  a convention  that  assembled  at  Rockford,  on  the 
6th  of  July.  They  passed  some  very  decided  reso- 
lutions asserting  that  they  belonged  by  rights  to  the 
Wiskonsin  territory.  They  contend  that  congress 
had  no  power  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
state  of  Illinois  further  north  than  the  southern  bend 
of  Lake  Michigan.  That  part  of  Illinois  lying 
within  the  disputed  limits  is  a most  beautiful  sec- 
tion of  country,  and  is  well  settled  with  a most  in- 
telligent population.  The  inhabitants  of  Wiskon- 
sin proper  does  not  seem  at  this  time  to  desire  a 
place  in  the  union.  Two  or  three  years  at  furthest 
will  bring  this  matter  to  an  issue. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 
Vattemap.e’s  system  or  INTERNATIONAL  ex- 
changes. Amidst  the  many  suggestions  for  deriv- 
ing pleasure  and  profit  from  the  facilities  which 
modern  improvements  have  introduced  in  the  inter- 
course between  communities  as  well  as  individuals, 
tew  it  any,  are  more  deserving  of  attention  and  en- 
couragement, than  the  one  to  which  Mr.  Vallemare, 
an  intelligent  and  enlightened  citizen  of  Fiance, 
now  on  a visit  to  the  United  States,  has  so  ardently 
and  disinterestedly  devoted  himself,  and  for  which 
he  ought  to  receive  not  only  countenance  and  en- 
couragement, but  the  gratitude  of  his  fellow  man, 
wherever  he  may  4)e  located.  It  is  an  efficient 
project  for  securing  and  widely  dilfusing  the  pro- 
duct of  human  intellect  and  research  and  of  dis- 
seminating truth  and  science.  We  not  only'  believe 
the  project  to  be  attainable  to  the  extent  of  what 
Mr.  V.  has  proposed,  but  that  in  carrying  out  its 
ramifications  it  wili  be  found  to  develop  more  of  the 
yet  unimproved  fields  for  profitable  intercourse  be- 
tween those  who  have  and  those  who  want,  of  the 
vast  resources  of  both  nature  and  art,  and  which 
are  now  to  be  found  only  by  painful  research,  it 
found  at  all,  and  are  too  apt,  like  the  neglected  wild 
flower,  to 

“Waste  their  fragrance  on  the  desert  air,” 
than  any  plan  that  has  been  lor  a long  time  submit- 
ted to  the  public. 

We  submit  the  following  outlines  of  the  project 
and  testimonials  in  its  behalf,  as  deserving  the  at- 
tention of  the  readers. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled: 

The  memorial  of  Alexander  Vattemare,  elector  of  the 
department  of  the  Seine  and  Oise,  (France), 
Respectfully  showeth:  That,  at  the  instance 
chiefly'  of  your  memorialist,  a system  of  exchanges 
has  commenced  between  the  governments  and  the 
literary  institutions  of  the  different  nations  in  Eu- 
rope, by  which  books,  natural  productions,  and 
works  of  art  possessed  by  the  one  are  transferred, 
for  an  equivalent  value,  to  another  which  may  need 
them.  This  system  has  been  urged  by  the  follow- 
ing considerations,  which  form  parts  of  the  memo- 
rials he  has  had  the  honor  to  present,  and  which  have 
been  acted  upon  by  the  legislative  bodies  of  his  na- 
tive country,  and  have  been  successful  in  uniting 
others  in  the  joint  effort  to  extend  and  diffuse  know- 
ledge beyond  the  limits  to  which  race,  language  or 
political  boundaries,  have  a tendency  to  coniine  it. 

All  the  great  establishments  founded  by  govern- 
ments to  promote  science  and  the  arts,  museums, 
collections,  galleries  and  libraries,  possess,  besides 
the  riches  they  spread  out  to  view,  others  which  their 
own  abundance  condemns  to  actual  sterility:  these 
are  duplicates,  which  are  necessarily,  but  with  re- 
gret, consigned  to  dust  and  oblivion. 

There  is  not  a great  city  in  Europe  that  does 
not  reckon  myriads  of  such  valuable  but  useless 
treasures.  In  1S35,  the  library  of  Munich  had 
200,000  duplicates;  that  of  Jena,  12,000;  that  ol 
St.  Petersburg,  54,000.  At  Vienna,  30,000  among 
which  is  a great  number  of  works  printed  previous 
to  A.  D.  1520,  (which,  from  theirrarity,  are  of  great 


value),  were  shut  up  in  warehouses.  The  section 
of  entomology  of  the  Brazilian  museum  alone,  in 
the  latter  city,  has  25,000  duplicates.  Everyw  here, 
in  fact,  (for  no  enumeration,  however  long,  would 
suffice  to  exhibit  the  state  of  things),  there  are  to  be 
found  side  by  side  with  the  collections  open  to  the 
student  and  the  curiosity  of  the  public,  entombed 
collections,  forgotten  libraries,  unknown  museums, 
whose  treasures  are  useless  to  science,  and  lost  to 
the  world. 

In  this  way  these  public  establishments  have  re- 
mained strangers  to  the  great  movement  of  progress 
and  generalization  which  characteiises  the  present 
epoch. 

Science  overleaps  the  boundaries  which  political 
systems  interpose  between  nations.  All  the  men 
consecrated  by  its  worship  are  brethren.  Among 
Ihem  remains  no  distinction  of  country,  no  political 
divisions;  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other 
they  understand  each  other’s  tongue;  the  discovery 
of  one  is  the  triumph  of  all;  and,  thanks  to  this  fra- 
ternity of  talent,  this  federal  union  of  intelligence, 
science  is  elevated,  and  daily  extends  the  empire  of 
civilization.  In  his  travels  throughout  Europe 
your  memoralist,  if  he  be  permitted  to  speak  of  his 
own  efforts,  has  laid  the  foundation  of  a general  sys- 
tem of  exchange.  He  has  obtained  from  the  learned, 
from  the  directors  of  public  establishments,  from 
ministers,  and  in  some  cases,  from  the  sovereigns 
themselves,  the  assurance  that  they  are  anxious  and 
willing  to  enter  into  a well  regulated  system  lor  the 
exchange  of  duplicates. 

Nay,  the  system  does  not  remain  an  unproductive 
project;  already,  within  four  years  from  the  date  at 
which  it  was  at  first  presented  to  the  world,  nearly 
two  millions  of  volumes  of  books  have  been  with- 
drawn frcra  dust  and  oblivion,  and  placed  in  situa- 
tions where  they'  have  assumed  their  real  value. 

In  France  alone,  where,  although  first  proposed, 
the  system  was  last  adopted,  six  hundred  thousand 
volumes  have  been  forwarded  to  a central  depot, 
either  for  internal  exchange,  or  to  draw  duplicates 
from  foreign  countries.  ' The  progress  of  the  plan 
has  had  the  effect  not  only  of  calling  into  activity 
the  buried  treasures  of  former  ages,  but  has,  by  a 
very  unexpected  result,  led  loan  interchange  of  mo- 
dern productions. 

Tiie  enlightened  publishers  of  the  kingdom  of 
Saxony,  where,  at  Leipsic,  is  seated  the  great  litera- 
ry mart  of  the  Teutonic  race,  have  seen  that  their 
interests  are  to  be  promoted  by  its  operation,  and 
have  pressed  upon  the  government  five  copies  of 
every  work  which  they  emit  from  the  press,  seeing 
that  the  trifling;  adventure,  acting  as  an  advertise- 
ment, returns  in  profit  a thousand  fold. 

The  same  proposal  has  been  made  in  France. 
The  publishers  of  Paris  have  offered  to  place  five 
copies  of  every  new  work  at  the  uisposal  of  govern- 
ment, on  condition  that  three  of  them  shall  be  ex- 
changed for  literary  or  scientific  productions  of 
other  countries. 

In  the  United  States  the  law  already  requires  the 
deposite  of  two  copies  of  every  new  work,  a condi- 
tion of  copy  right  which  is  considered  a hardship, 
and  but  ill  observed,  because  no  benefit  is  derived 
to  the  proprietors  from  the  act. 

The  volumes  thus  deposited  rot  in  dust,  or  are 
consumed  by  the  worm.  But  should  an  additional 
number  be  distributed  at  the  cost  of  the  government, 
a cost  well  repaid  in  a valuable  return  to  the  en- 
lightened countries  of  the  old  world,  a demand 
would  infallibly  arise  for  American  books  now  un- 
known, except  within  narrow  limits,  or  confined  in 
circulation  in  the  United  States  alone. 

Of  all  the  countries  in  the  world,  America  will 
have  the  most  fo  gain  in  entering  into  this  plan. 
The  libraries  of  Europe,  splendid,  copious  and  rich, 
have  been  the  slow  accumulation  of  nearly'  four 
centuries  Few  in  the  United  States  can  date  back 
half  a century.  If  our  best  endowed  public  insti- 
tutions possess  works  which  show  the  present  state 
of  science,  and  the  triumphs  of  modern  literature, 
they  are  wanting  in  all  that  can  be  called  the  histo- 
ry of  art,  of  science  and  of  the  gradual  progress  of 
the  human  mind,  from  the  time  that  Faust  and  Gut- 
temburg  first  called  into  action  the  mighly  engine, 
which  lias  established  the  future  liberty  of  the 
human  race,  upon  the  basis  of  intelligence  univer- 
sally diffused  and  every  where  accessible. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  United  States,  where  lite- 
rary collections  are  but  of  modem  origin,  and  du- 
plicates of  books  have  been  rarely  accumulated,  has 
but  little  to  offer  in  the  way  of  exchange.  This  is, 
however,  far  from  being  the  case.  Wanting  printed 
books,  the  natural  productions  of  the  country,  spe- 
cimens of  the  animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mine- 
ral kingdoms,  more  particularly  the  fossil  remains 
of  a more  early  period  of  the  earth’s  existence,  are 
sought  and  inquired  for  with  avidity  in  Europe,  and 
would  command  returns  ten-fold  of  any  value  that 
the  cost  of  obtaining  them  on  the  spot  would 
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amount  to.  Thus,  it  is  said  to  be  notorious,  that 
several  skeletons  of  (he  mastodon,  the  mighty 
brethern  of  those  which  ornament  the  collection  ot 
the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  and  make  rich  the  museum 
of  Philadelphia,  have  been  marked  and  the  locality 
recorded.  There  is  no  museum  in  Europe  that 
would  not  consider  such  a skeleton  cheaply  pur- 
chased by  thousands  of  duplicate  volumes.  If  the 
United  States  as  yet  produce  no  very  great  number 
of  original  literary  and  scientific  works,  they  are 
more  prolific  in  inventions  in  the  useful  arts  than 
any  other  nation,  and  are  remarkable  for  improve- 
ments in  the  engines  used  in  agriculture,  in  manu- 
factures and  in  practical  mechanics.  Models  of 
these  would  be  in  great  request  in  Europe,  and 
would  command  a rich  return. 

In'  the  United  States,  where  a general  govern- 
ment combines  in  union  a number  of  sovereign 
states,  the  central  administration  may  not  feel  the 
duty  or  see  it  to  be  within  its  limited  authority,  to 
enter  into  any  systems  of  exchanges  for  its  own  ac- 
count, except  so  far  as  the  law  of  copyright,  or  the 
gift  of  individuals  places  in  its  power.  But  it  is, 
by  the  constitution,  the  organ  of  communication 
with  foreign  nations;  and  the  seat  of  government  is 
the  focus  in  which  is  annually  collected  the  wisdom 
of  the  separate  states.  To  your  honorable  houses, 
therefore,  your  memorialist  first  directs  his  appeal. 
No  sordid  motives  influence  him  in  his  petitions; 
from  its  successful  result  he  can  reap  no  other  bene- 
fit than  the  consciousness  of  having  performed  a 
duty  which  be  owes  to  his  species,  and  strenghened 
the  bonds  which  link  in  friendship  the  long  sepa- 
rated races  of  the  family  of  man. 

Your  memorialist  does  not  venture  to  do  more 
than  to  bring  his  project  with  the  written  sanction 
which  it  has  already  received  from  all  that  is  high- 
est in  station  in  European  governments,  Irom  those 
of  France  and  England  to  that  of  Turkey,  before 
you.  He  would  therefore  limit  his  prayer  to  a re- 
quest that  his  memorial  be  referred  to  an  appropri- 
ate committee  for  consideration  in  order  that  it  may 
report  such  measures  as  its  wisdom  may  judge  ex- 
pedient in  the  premises.  Were  he  to  venture  any 
suggestion  on  the  subject,  it  would  be,  that  the 
librarian  of  congress,  under  the  direction  of  the 
joint  library  committee,  be  authorised  to  open  cor- 
respondences with  the  executives  of  the  several 
states  of  the  union,  and  with  the  representatives  of 
foreign  powers,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  cata- 
logues of  such  articles  as  might  be  available  for  ex- 
change on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  or  disposa- 
ble as  a return  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations;  and 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a beginning,  the 
copica  which  are  now  by  law  directed  to  be  depo- 
sited in  the  department  of  state  of  every  copyright 
book,  or  engraving,  with  the  printed  reports  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  library  committee  for  the  purpose  of  exchange. 
Convinced  that  a beginning  alone  is  necessary,  and 
that  the  advantages  of  his  project  will  develop 
themselves  in  a manner  to  encourage  and  repay  any- 
more extensive  action,  your  memorialist  refrains 
from  any  other  suggestion. 

ALEXANDRE  YATTEMARE. 

New  York,  Dec.  10,  1839. 

In  compliance  of  the  view’s  of  the  memorial,  the 
following  resolutions  were  reported  and  adopted  by 
both  houses  of  congress,  viz: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  congress  assem- 
bled: 

1.  That  the  librarian,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  committee  on  the  library,  be  authorised  to  ex- 
change such  duplicates  as  may  be  in  the  library,  for 
other  books  or  works. 

2.  That  he  be  authorised,  in  the  same  way,  to  ex- 
change documents. 

3.  That,  hereafter,  fifty  additional  copies  of  each 
volume  of  documents  printed  ty  order  of  either  house 
be  printed  and  bound,  lor  the  purpose  of  exchange  in 
foreign  countries. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  resolution  the  libra- 
rian of  congress  has  already  selected  such  publica- 
tions as  are  suitable  for  exchange  in  the  public  libra- 
ry, and  the  president  and  several  members  of  the 
cabinet  have  contributed  specimens  from  their  seve- 
ral departments.  The  corporation  of  the  city  have 
also  presented  M.  Yattemare  a set  of  the  laws  and 
ordinances,  &c.  of  the  city.  So  that  the  philanthro- 
pic Frenchman  will  take  with  him  from  the  capital 
of  the  union  not  only  the  cordial  wishes  for  his  suc- 
cess of  all  men  of  bolh  parties,  but  about  1,000  vo- 
lumes of  various  publications  for  exchange. 

We  learn  that  the  king  of  Bavaria  has  recently 
dispatched  the  celebrated  naturalist,  Dr.  Charles 
Frederic  de  Martius,  into  England  and  France,  for 
the  purpose  of  negotiating  with  the  governments  of1 
those  countries  for  an  exchange  of  duplicates  of  the 
books  and  prints  existing  in  their  public  libraries, 
against  those  of  the  great  collection  in  the  Bava- 


rian capital.  The  system  of  Mons.  Vattemareis  in 
successful  operation  in  nearly  all  the  countries  of 
Europe. 

The  rain  for  nine  years.  The  results  of 
meteorological  observation  are  highly  interesting 
and  instructive.  They  belong  to  the  scientific 
world,  and  should  be  thrown  into  the  general  trea- 
sury of  knowledge  to  enrich  those  who  love  to  draw 
from  an  exhaustless  source.  The  superficial  may 
see  little  to  attract  his  attention  in  long  columns  of 
figures,  but  there  are  mihds  that  find  food  for  thought 
among  these  “husks”  of  philosophy. 

The  table  below’  has  been  accurately  calculated 
from  the  valuable  register  long  kept  by  the  rev.  Dr. 
Allan.  It  exhibits  the  result  of  nine  years  observa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  amount  of  rain  which  has 
fallen  monthly  at  Huntsville.  The  calculations  ap- 
pended may  serve  to  assist  the  mind  in  grasping 
truth  well  nigh  beyond  its  scope.  If  they  chance 
to  shake  the  credulity  of  any,  with  the  data  given, 
let  them  test  their  correctness.  Table  to  be  read  as 
inches  and  thousandths 
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A BOAT  FISHERMAN  AT  THE  BAY  OF  FuNDY. 
Bred  to  the  use  of  boats  from  his  earliest  youth,  he 
displays  rare  skill  in  their  management,  and  great 
boldness  in  his  adventures.  He  will  cross  from  island 
to  island,  and  go  from  passage  to  passage,  through 
frightful  whirls  of  a tide  which  ordinarily  rises  and 
falls  25  feet,  in  alarming  proximity  to  rocks  and  bars 
and  in  the  stormiest  weather.  As  a whole,  he  is  a 
singular,  and  withal,  an  interesting  being,  and  none 
who  have  once  learned  his  peculiarities,  will  ever  for- 
get him.  If  he  be  naturally  shrewd,  (arid  most  of 
them  are)  and  past  the  middle  age,  occasional  inter- 
course with  him  will  amuse,  if  not  instruct  the  wisest 
and  most  polished. 

He  is  neither  a landsman  nor  aseaman,  nor  soldier 
nor  mariner,  and  yet  ten  to  one,  if  in  the  course  of  a 
conversation  with  him,  you  do  not  find  that  he  has 
figured  in  the  habiliments  of  them  all.  He  is  neither 
merchant  or  mechanic,  but  no  man  better  understands 
buying  and  selling,  or  mending,  altering  and  mak- 
ing. He  is  no  doctor,  but  he  will  out  talk  a medical 
graduate,  and  will  shame  him  in  a knowledge  of 
“livers,”  “back  bones,”  the  means  to  cure  “ rumatiz ,” 
and  the  like.  He  is  no  astronomer,  and  holds  nauti- 
cal instruments  in  the  utmost  derision,  but  he  knows 
all  about  the  moon;  and  let  him  but  hear  the  moan- 
ing of  the  sea,  listen  to  the  screaming  of  the  gull  or  the 
sound  of  the  surf,  and  watch  the  catspaw  or  glin  in 
the  sky,  and  he  will  reveal  secrets  and  disclose  truths 
which  shame  “the  landsman,”  and  put  him  in  high 
conceit  of  his  own  wisdom.  And  then  seat  yourself 
beside  him,  and  hear  him  comment  upon  his  dream 
book.  Listen  as  he  fells  you  of  the  feats  of  the  witch 
that  lives  in  his  particular  harbor,  or  the  accidents 
which  have  happened  from  doing  things  on  Friday  and 
which  have  followed  the  occurrence  of  the  signs  and 
omens  wdiich  he  believes  in.  Then,  there  are  his  tales 
of  wonderful  escapes,  his  “fish  stories,”  and  his  sage 
conclusions  in  politics,  and  his  notions  of  religion, 
and  his  profound  speculations  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
high  prices  of  bread  stuffs,  and  of  the  means  employ- 
ed to  keep  down  the  value  of  fish. 


Of  his  dress,  and  his  professional  gear,  who  shall 
do  justice  to  them?  The  gaiments  w hich  cover  his 
upper  and  neither  man,  he  calls,  his  “ile  suit.”  The 
queer  sharpened  thing  which  he  wears  upon  his 
crown,  he  names  a “sou  wester.”  An  article,  neither 
mittens  nor  gloves,  which  he  wears  upon  his  hands, 
h®  calls  “nippers.”  The  matted  and  tangled  mass 
which  grow  upon  his  head,  and  the  long  red  hair, 
which,  under  his  chin,  answers  the  purpose  of  a neck 
cloth,  and  in  front  of  his  ears  renders  him  impervi- 
ous to  a dun,  he  calls  “brush.”  His  boots  he  says 
are  “stampers,”  and  lest  he  should  loose  the  mova- 
bles which  he  carries  in  his  pockets,  he  has  them 
fastened  to  his  person,  by  a string  which  he  calls  a 
“ long  yarn.”  He  uses  one  knife,  which  he  calls  a 
“cut  throat,”  another  which  is  a “splitter.” 

His  apron  is  a “barrel,”  the  box  or  compartment 
into  which  he  throws  his  fish  as  he  catches  them,  is 
a “kid.”  When  he  means  to  go  for  herring  he  says 
that  he  is  “ agoing  a driving.”  The  state  of  the  moon 
favorable  for  the  purpose  are  “darks.”  Tho  iron 
hooks  bent  up,  wdiich  he  uses  to  carry  his  torch,  bear 
the  name  of  “dragon.”  The  small  net  with  an  iron 
bow  and  wooden  handle,  w hich  he  uses  to  secure  the 
fish  that  his  torch  attracts,  is  a “dip  net.”  To  ano- 
ther and  a larger  one,  with  leads  on  its  bottom  edge, 
to  sink  in  its  widths  in  the  water,  and  with  corks  fas- 
tened along  its  upper  edge  at  regular  intervals,  to 
buoy  it  up  and  preserve  it  in  nearly  a perpendicular 
direction,  that  the  herrings  may  strike  it  and  become 
entangled  in  its  meshes — to  this  he  gives  a name  in- 
dicative of  its  use — a “set  net.” 

Nor  ends  his  dialect  here.  Chebacco  boats  and 
small  schooners  are  known  to  him  as  “pinkies,”  “ po - 
gics”  and  “jiggers.”  All  vessels  he  calls  “craft,” 
and  the  only  distinction  w hich  he  will  condescend  to 
make,  is  to  append  the  adjective,  such  as  large,  small, 
nice,  poor  “craft.”  He  knows  nothing  about  the  hours 
of  day  or  night,  every  thing  with  him  goes  by  tide. 
Thus  if  you  ask  him  what  time  he  was  married,  he 
will  say,  perhaps,  “last  night  about  half  flood” — or, 
when  he  saw  a certain  man? — and  he  will  answer, 
“this  morning  about  low  water  slack,  or  on  young 
flood,  or  just  as  the  ebb  tide  made.” 

If  he  has  fish  to  sell,  and  you  ask  him  their  size, 
he  will  tell  you  that  they  are  “two  quintal  fish,”  by 
which  be  means  that  fifty  will  weigh  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds.  If  he  speaks  of  the  length  of 
the  line  required  on  the  different  fishing  grounds,  he 
will  say,  that  on  the  Banks  and  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
“ two  shotts”  are  used,  and  at  the  Labrador  but  “half 
a shott,”  and  by  a shott,  he  means  a line  of  thirty 
fathoms. 

Lest  it  should  be  thought  that  we  have  made  too 
much  of  this  original,  we  will  remark,  that  if  the  dis- 
tant reader,  who  doubts  his  existence,  will  come  and 
shake  us  by  the  hand  at  our  own  home,  we  will  show 
him  the  veiy  man.  And  we  have  bestowed  the  more 
attention  to  him  because  many  of  his  qualities  of 
character  and  forms  of  speech  are  common  to  all 
fishermen,  and  because  the  knives  and  other  gear  are 
in  general  use.  Should  the  reader  just  now  alluded 
to,  journey  east,  and  go  w ith  us  to  the  house  ol  this 
singular  being,  he  may  ask  us  to  $tay  to  dinner.  Let 
us  then  give  you  the  form  of  invitation. 

He  will  probably  have  provided  an  extra — it  will 
consist  of  his  favorite  dishes,  to  wit:  the  three  p’s,  a 
pot  pie  of  sea  fold,  pudding  and  pan  cakes.  The  pro- 
per moment  ai rived,  he  will  say:  “Come  skippers, 
down  with  your  keelogs  and  get  some  grub — don’t 
know  as  you’ll  like  it,  but  my  woman  has  got  us 
some  fresh  mother,  some  duff  and  jo  fioggers.”  The 
man  whom  we  have  described  is  a countryman  of 
of  ours.  As  one  of  our  Indians  said  the  other  day, 
lie  “lives  under  the  squaw  king,”  and  during  the 
late  bloody  war  with  sir  John  Harvey,  when  a cor- 
poral’s guard,  under  the  personal  command  of  a ma- 
jor general,  defended  Calais,  he  was  to  be  seen  play- 
ing the  soldier  on  his  ow  n side  of  t Ire  St.  Croix,  full 
of  wrath  and  rum.  [ Eastport  (Me.)  Sentinel. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  LAWRENCE 
EVERHEART. 

Another  of  the  revolutionary  veterans  has  depart- 
ed. Sergeant  Lawrence  Everhart  expired  at  his 
residence  near  Middletown,  Frederick  county,  Ma- 
ryland, on  Sunday  the  25th  July,  last,  in  the  85th 
year  of  his  age.  It  is  due  to  his  worth  and  his  ser- 
vices that  a more  extended  notice  of  him  should  be 
registered — and  we  avail  of  the  following  article 
which  we  find  in  the  Southern  Literary  Messen- 
ger, written  by  a citizen  of  Frederick  county,  Md. 

“The  deeds  of  the  illustrious  patriots  of  our  revo- 
lution have  been  either  eulogised  by  the  orator,  or 
recorded  by  the  faithful  historian.  Their  virtues, 
talenis  and  achievements  have  been  admired  and 
remembered  by  a grateful  country.  No  bosom  can 
be  found  so  cold,  as  not  to  glow  with  holy  enthu- 
siasm, while  the  eventful  measures,  the  chequered 
and  thrilling  scenes,  which  marked  the  high  and 
lofty  career  of  the  father  of  his  country,  are  record- 
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ed.  The  dauntless  courage  and  tried  skill  of  Green, 
Wayne,  Howard,  Putnam,  Williams  and  Starke, 
have  constituted  the  subject  of  interesting  biogra- 
phy, and  contributed  largely  to  form  the  military 
character  of  America. 

It  is  my  design,  in  the  following  sketch,  to  intro- 
duce to  the  notice  of  his  countrymen,  sergeant 
Lawrence  Everheart,  of  the  regiment  of  cavalry  un- 
der command  of  lieut.  col.  William  Washington, 
the  Cffiur  de  Leon  of  his  day,  who  was  emphatical- 
ly “without  fear  and  without  reproach.” 

Everheart,  was  born  of  German  parents,  in  Mid- 
dletown valley,  Frederick  county,  Md.  May  6th, 
1755,  and  enrolled  himself  as  a common  soldier  at 
Taney  Town,  in  a militia  company  commanded  by 
capt.  Jacob  Goode,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1776. 
He  was  then  in  the  22d  year  of  his  age,  tall  of 
stature,  and  of  powerful,  brawny  limbs,  capable  of 
enduring  fatigue  and  hardship,  of  noble,  manly 
countenance,  and  an  eye  beaming  with  the  lustre  of 
genuine  courage,  with  a heart  beating  high  and 
strong  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  his  country.  He 
left  behind  the  lovely  beauties  of  his  native  resi- 
dence, the  endearments  ot  home,  and  all  the  rela- 
tions of  social  life,  preferring  the  perils  of  camp, 
the  tumult  of  battle,  and  the  hazards  of  war,  to  in- 
glorious and  unsatisfying  ease.  On  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust he  sat  out  for  Annapolis,  thence  through  Phila- 
delphia to  New  York,  where,  being  united  to  Beall’s 
regiment,  he  fought  at  York  island,  August  27th, 
1776.  The  disasters  of  that  unfortunate  day  creat- 
ed universal  gloom  and  despondency.  The  city  of 
New  York  was  evacuated,  and  at  once  passed  into 
the  possession  of  the  enemy.  On  the  28th  of  Oc- 
tober of  that  year,  the  battle  of  White  Plains  took 
place,  in  which  our  young  recruit  displayed  a gal- 
lantry worthy  of  his  name,  and  of  the  cause  in 
which  he  had  perilled  his  life.  Chief  justice  Mar- 
shall tells  us  that  the  engagement  was  very  animat- 
ed on  both  sides.  The  loss  of  our  army  was  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred.  Among  the  w’ound- 
ed  was  the  intrepid  col.  Smallwood,  one  of  the  no- 
blest sons  of  Maryland,  who,  in  the  subsequent 
stages  of  the  mighty  struggle  for  independence  ac- 
quired for  himself  never  fading  laurels. 

From  this  place,  Everheart,  with  part  of  the 
army,  retreated  to  Fiskhill,  on  the  Hudson,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Washington.  It  was  situated  on  a 
high  bluff  of  land  on  the  river,  and  difficult  of  as 
cent.  On  the  16th  November  the  garrison  was 
summoned  to  surrender,  on  pain  of  death,  by  a nu- 
merous and  well  disciplined  force,  commanded  by 
Howe  and  Cornwallis,  col.  Magraw,  an  intelligent 
and  tried  officer,  replied  that  the  place  should  be 
defended  to  the  last  extremity. 

General  Washington  was  now  at  Fort  Lee,  im- 
mediately opposite,  and  could  see  all  the  operations 
of  the  British.  How  full  ol  anxiety  must  his  bosom 
have  been,  when  on  the  bank  of  the  river  he’beheld 
the  unequal  contest,  heard  the  roar  of  artillery  and 
small  arms,  the  lines  and  redoubts  carried,  and  the 
banner  of  his  country  struck  to  a haughty  foe!  The 
capitulation  was  obtained  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net. While  it  was  progressing,  the  general  sent  a 
billet  to  the  colonel,  requesting  him  to  hold  out  until 
evening,  when  he  would  endeavor  to  bring  off  the 
garrison;  but  the  preliminaries  had  been  signed  and 
it  was  now  too  late.  Our  loss  was  estimated  at 
2,000  that  of  the  British  at  800.  Everheart  was 
not  included  in  the  capitulation,  having  foitunately, 
escaped  with  some  of  his  comrades  in  a boat,  after 
the  surrender,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Lee. 

Cornwallis  resolved  on  surprising  this  place,  cross- 
ed the  river  with  six  thousand  troops,  below  Dobb’s 
ferry,  and  endeavored  to  enclose  the  garrison;  but 
the  characteristic  caution  and  foresight  of  our  chief 
toward  this  scheme  by  a timely  retreat  to  thenar- 
row  neck  of  land  lying  between  the  Hudson  and 
Hackensack.  Miserable  and  forlorn  in  the  extreme, 
was  now  the  condition  of  the  little  army  of  patriots, 
in  a level  country,  without  asingle  intrenching  tool, 
exposed  to  inclement  weather,  without  tents,  provi- 
sions or  forage;  in  the  midst  of  a people  in  no  wise 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  troops  undisciplined, 
desertions  frequent,  and  deep  general  depression  anil 
gloom  arising  from  these  combined  causes.  Here 
Everheart  saw  and  conversed  with  the  general  iri- 
chief.  Overwhelmed  with  grief  and  despair,  his 
manly  features  were  bathed  with  tears;  the  darkest 
clouds  of  adversity  had  gathered  on  his  brow,  no 
cheering  hope  gilded  to  his  vision  the  horizon  of 
freedom;  “a  brave  man  struggling  with  the  storms 
of  fate;”  the  sternness  of  a soldier  yielding  to  the 
softer  feelings  of  his  noble  heart!  .Eneas  looker! 
on  the  flames  of  Troy  from  the  prow  of  his  bark; 
but  not  without  being  melted  down  at  the  awful 
scene!  D riven  from  this  last  position,  Washington 
took  post  at  Newark,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Pasaick,  whence  he  retreated  to  Brunswick  on  the 
Riritan,  Nov.  28,  1776.  The  period  had  now  ar- 
rived when  the  troops  composing  the  flying  camp 


were  discharged,  their  term  of  service  having  ex- 
pired. To  the  extreme  mortification  of  the  general, 
his  array  was  much  enfeebled  from  this  cause,  even 
in  the  sight  of  the  enemy,  led  on  by  the  accomplish- 
ed Cornwallis.  Not  so  with  Everheart,  he  still  re- 
mained to  share  the  lale  of  the  Americans.  The 
letreat  through  Jersey  has  ever  been  consiuered,  by 
military  men  a masterly  performance.  The  suffer- 
ings and  perils  of  our  troops  during  that  period  are 
almost  beyond  description.  It  is  true,  however,  in 
the  moral  as  in  the  natural  world,  that  the  darkest 
hour  is  just  before  the  dawn  of  day. 

Literally  was  it  verified  in  the  unexpected  and 
extraordinary  change  of  affairs  which  occurred  al 
Trenton,  on  the  26lti  Dec.  1776,  when  the  tide  ol 
war  turned  in  our  favor.  One  thousand  prisoners, 
six  pieces  of  artillery,  a large  amount  of  arms, 
were  the  trophies  of  this  memorable  night.  The 
sun  of  prosperity  once  more  lighted  up  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  successful  chief,  drops  of  grief  gave 
way  to  smiles  of  joy.  Remaining  with  the  army 
until  the  spring  of  ’77,  Everheart  returned  to  his 
birth  place;  but  his  ardent  spirit  would  not  allow 
him  to  remain  long  inactive.  Accordingly,  in  tiie 
summer  of  1778,  he  enlisted  at  Frederick,  in  the 
regiment  of  horse,  of  which  col.  Washington  was 
commander.  Between  this  period  and  March,  ’79, 
he  remained  here  with  the  corps,  actively  engaged 
in  daring  feats  of  horsemanship,  in  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  tactics,  and  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  arduous  duties  of  a southern  cam- 
paign. His  virtues,  as  a soldier,  caught  the  eye  of 
the  colonel,  and  he  was  soon  commissioned  as  a 
sergeant.  Arriving  at  Petersburg,  Va.  they  were 
placed  in  charge  ol  capt.  Still),  by  whom  they  were 
at  proper  seasons,  disciplined  and  drilled,  until 
Christmas  of  that  year,  when  col.  Washington  re- 
turned from  the  north,  where  he  had  been  on  ser- 
vice. In  April  1780,  the  regiment  arrived  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina;  and  soon  alter,  near 
Stony  Church,  7 miles  lrom  Dorchester,  the  regi- 
ments of  light  dragoons  of  Pulaski,  Bland  and  Tay- 
lor, led  by  the  lieutenant  colonel,  attacked  for  the 
first  time,  the  celebrated  Tarlton.  He  retreated 
with  loss.  The  Americans  retiring  to  Monks  cor- 
ner, were  soon  after  attacked  before  day,  by  that 
enterprising  British  officer,  who  had  concealed  him- 
self in  a swamp.  Major  Vannier,  of  Pulaski’s 
corps  was  killed,  and  about  fiity  of  our  men  were 
taken.  Collecting  our  scattered  forces;  our  troops 
pressed  on  to  Murray’s  ferry,  subsisting  for  several 
days  on  parched  corn  and  a little  bacon. 

Crossing  the  Pedee  on  the  3d  of  May  every  effort 
was  made  by  lorced  marches  to  overtake  Tarlton, 
but  in  vain,  in  consequence  ol  the  numerous  tories 
infesting  that  neighborhood,  who  proved  constant 
and  liege  subjects,  and  friends  to  the  devastating 
foe.  On  the  6th  of  May  they  captured  one'compa- 
ny  of  British  dragoons,  consisting  of  forty  persons, 
and  retired  back  again  to  the  ferry,  Buford  then  ly- 
ing on  the  northern  side  of  the  river.  In  vain  did 
(tie  colonel  insist  on  crossing  the  Pedee,  but  was 
overruled  by  White,  who  had  recently  arrived  to 
assume  the  command  of  Bland’s  regiment.  Tail- 
ton  at  once  took  advantage  of  this  impolitic  move- 
ment and  not  only  recaptuied  the  prisoners  lecently 
taken,  but  also  lorly  Americans.  Two  days  after- 
wards, the  scattered  regiments  were  once  more  col 
lected  together,  below  Leneau’s  ferry  where  the 
heavy  baggage  lay.  On  the  29th  of  May,  Tarlton 
tarnished  his  laurels  at  the  Waxhaws,  in  his  attack 
on  Buford  by  an  indiscriminate  massacre  of  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  Americans;  the  wounding  oi 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  a barbarous  and  inhuman 
manner,  alter  quarters  had  been  demanded:  fifty- 
three  were  taken  pnsoneis.  “In  (he  annals  of  In- 
dian war  nothing  is  to  be  found  more  shocking;  and 
this  bloody  day  only  wanted  the  war  dance  and  the 
roasting  fire,  to  have  placed  it  first  in  the  records  of 
torture  and  of  death  in  the  west.”  Alter  encoun- 
tering many  perils  and  hardships,  parrying  the 
onsets  of  foreign  and  intestine  enemies;  harrassed 
with  all  the  ai  cidents  and  trials  of  warfare,  in  a 
country  infested  with  traitors,  whose  business  it 
was  not  only  to  aid  the  British,  but  to  burn,  devas- 
tate and  overwhelm  in  ruin  the  property  of  their 
neighbors,  and  deliver  it  up  almost  to  indiscriminate 
rum.  Everheart  with  his  regiment,  arrived  at  Hali- 
fax on  the  1st  of  June,  where  they  remained  until 
September,  recruiting  their  exhausted  ranks  with 
men  and  horses  from  the  north.  Being  now  in  fine 
order  they  set  out  again  lor  the  scene  of  war  in 
South  Carolina.  At  Ridgely’s  mill,  the  lieutenant 
colonel,  putting  a painted  pine  logon  a cart,  induc- 
ed Ridgely  to  believe  it  a piece  of  artillery,  and 
being  summoned  by  a corporal  with  a flag,  or  on 
failure  he  would  be  blown  to  atoms,  that  officer, 
with  more  than  a hundred  prisoners,  capitulated 
without  firing  a gun.  Washington,  with  his  caval- 
ry, being  now  placed  under  Morgan,  by  direction  of 
Gates,  he  resumed  his  accustomed  active  service, 


and  was  essentially  useful  in  the  important  trust 
confided  to  Morgan.  Greene  succeeding  Gates, 
after  the  ill-fated  catastrophe  at  Camden,  Morgan 
was  detached  with  the  coips  to  which  Everheart 
belonged,  to  hang  on  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  to 
threaten  Ninety-Six.  After  various  vicissitudes  in- 
cident to  the  life  of  a soldier,  Morgan  halted  near 
the  Pacolet  river,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1781. 
Washington  set  out  for  Hammond’s  store,  so  noto- 
rious for  being  the  rendezvous  of  tories,  leaving  the 
sergeant  in  charge  of  the  baggage,  whence  he  re- 
turned in  two  days,  after  killing  several  and  taking 
fifty  or  sixty  prisoners.  From  this  period  until  the 
17th  of  the  month  the  Americans  were  conlinually 
engaged  in  reconnoitering  the  British.  That  was 
indeed  a day  full  of  glory  to  our  country.  On  the 
heights  of  Cowpens,  the  unyielding  valor  of  men 
determined  to  be  free,  shone  with  unrivalled  lustre. 
With  his  characteristic  ardor,  Tarlton  pressed  hard 
on  his  adversary  through  the  night  of  the  16th,  and 
passed  over  the  ground  on  which  the  American  ge- 
neral had  been  encamped,  a lew  hours  after  the 
latter  had  left  it. 

The  following  letter  of  lieutenant  Simons  to  co- 
lonel (afterwards  gen.)  Win.  Washington,  will 
prove  what  part  Everheart  bore  on  that  glorious 
occasion. 

“Charleston,  Nov.  3,  1803. 

“Dear  general:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
23d  uliimo  and  to  the  letter  which  you  enclosed  for 
my  perusal  I do  hereby  not  only  from  recollection, 
but  from  a journal  nowin  my  possession  which  I 
kept  at  the  time,  certify,  that  about  the  dawn  of  day 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  you  selected  sergeant 
Everheart  from  your  regiment,  and  thirteen  men, 
whom  you  sent  to  reconnoitre  lieutenant  col.  Tarl- 
ton’s  army.  The  advanced  guard  of  his  army  were 
mounted  as  we  understood  and  believed,  on  some  of 
the  fleetest  race  horses  which  enabled  them  to  take 
sergeant  Everheart  and  one  of  the  men,  but  the 
other  tw  elve  men  returned  and  gave  you  information 
of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Immediately  alter 
the  battle  of  the  Cow  pens  commenced,  you  w ill  re- 
collect that  your  fiist  charge  was  made  on  the  ene- 
my’s cavalry,  [who  were  cutting  down  our  militia], 
and  whom,  after  a smart  action,  you  instantly  de- 
feated, leaving  in  the  course  of  ten  minutes  eigh- 
teen of  their  brave  17th  dragoons  dead  on  the  spot 
and  whom  you  will  recollect  was  destroyed  by  colo- 
nel Tarlton’s  legionary  cavalry.  The  former  wore 
an  uniform  of  red  and  buff,  with  sheepskin  on  their 
caps,  the  latter  wore  a uniform  of  green  w ith  black 
facings.  In  pursuit  of  their  cavalry  you  overtook 
their  artillery  whom  you  immediately  made  prison- 
ers, but  the  drivers  ol  the  horses  who  were  galloping 
off  with  two  three  pounders,  you  could  not  make 
surrender,  until  after  repeated  commands  from  you, 
yon  were  obliged  to  order  them  to  be  shot.  After# 
securing  their  field  pieces  your  third  charge  was 
made  upon  the  right  w ing  of  their  army,  composed 
of  legionary  infantry,  intermixed  with  the  battalion 
of  the  biave  71st,  under  command  of  major  McAr- 
thur and  who  under  the  operation  of  an  universal 
panic  having  been  successfully  charged  on  the  left 
of  their  army,  by  our  friend  colonel  Howard  instant- 
ly surrendered.  Immediately  after  securing  the 
prisoners,  your  fourth  charge  w as  in  pursuit  of  the 
cavalry  who  finding  they  could  no  longer  keep 
Everheart  a prisoner,  shot  him  with  a pistol  on  the 
head,  over  one  of  his  eyes,  I cannot  remember  w hich, 
he  then  intermixed  with  the  enemy.  Everheart 
pointed  out  to  me  the  man  who  shot  him  and  on 
whom  a just  retaliation  wa3  exercised,  and  who  by 
my  orders  was  instantly  shot  and  his  horse,  as  well 
as  I recollect  given  to  Everheart  whom  I ordered  in 
the  rear  to  the  surgeons.  It  was  at  this  period  of 
the  action  that  we  sustained  the  greatest  loss  of  men. 
Lieut.  Bell  having  previously  taken  off  with  him  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  our  left  nearly  a fourth  part 
of  our  regiment.  The  enemy  were  obliged  to  re- 
treat and  were  pursued  by  you  twenty-two  miles. 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  sergeant  Everheart 
was  so  disabled  from  his  wounds  that  he  received  a 
discharge  from  you,  and  retired  from  the  army.  That 
sergeant  Eveiheart  was  a brave  soldier  there  is  no 
better  proof  than  your  selecting  him  at  such  an  im- 
portant moment  for  such  important  services;  that 
Eveiheart  would  have  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
an  officer,  had  he  been  able  to  remain  with  our  regi- 
ment, your  practice  in  several  similar  circumstances 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  as  the  meritorious  was  cer- 
tain ot  promotion  from  you.  To  recompense,  there- 
fore, in  the  evening  of  his  days  for  past  services  an 
old,  gallant  and  meritorious  wounded  soldier  will,  I 
am  persuaded  be  a great  satisfaction  to  all  with 
whom  the  decision  of  this  question  can  rest.  I am, 
dear  general,  your  old  brother  officer,  and  sincere 
friend,  JAMES  SIMONS. 

Brig.  gen.  Washington.'' 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  major  James  Si- 
mons, who  being  duly  sworn  doth  declare  that  the 
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circumstances  stated  in  the  aforegoing  letter  are  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection,  true, 

JAMES  SIMONS. 

Sworn  to  before  me  at  Charleston.  November  8, 
1303.  ARM.  CROUCH, 

Notary  public. 

On  the  back  of  the  above  document  is  the  follow- 
ing; 

“I  believe  the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  cer- 
tificate of  James  Simons,  relative  to  Lawrence  Ever- 
heart  are  strictly  just,  and  can  with  truth  aver  that 
sergeant  Everheart  was  a brave  and  meritorious  sol- 
dier during  our  revolutionary  struggle. 

W.  WASHINGTON. 

Sandy  Hill , Nov.  13,  1803.” 

The  following  letter  in  the  hand-writing  of  his 
colonel,  constitutes  part  of  the  documents  on  which 
a pension  was  recently  obtained  under  the  act  ol 
congress  of  June  7,  1832. 

"Sandy  Hill,  Nov.  11,  1803. 

“Pear  sir:  I should  have  answered  your  favor 
of  August  4th  long  since,  but  the  certificate  of 
James  Simons  could  not  be  obtained  till  a lew  days 
ago.  Such  a length  of  time  has  elapsed,  that  all  the 
circumstances  relative  to  the  services  and  discharge 
of  Lawrence  Everheart,  are  not  so  fully  within  my 
recollection  as  to  justify  my  making  an  affidavit  of 
the  same;  but  doubtless  the  certificate  and  affidavit 
of  James  Simons,  who  was  a lieutenant  and  adju- 
tant in  our  regiment,  fully  meets  all  the  requisitions 
of  the  law  of  congress.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure 
that  you  and  my  old  friend  Howard  are  about  to  ad- 
vocate the  pretensions  of  that  brave  and  meritori- 
ous soldier.  Lawrence  Everheart;  and  I cannot  be 
induced  to  believe  that  congress  will  reject  the  just 
claims  of  an  old  soldier,  who  was  instrumental  in 
accomplishing  that  independent  situation  which 
they  now  enjoy;  and  who,  in  consequence  of  his 
bravery,  wa'  unfortunately  deprived  of  the  means 
of  supporting  himself  comfortably  in  old  age.  I am, 
dear  sir,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant, 

W.  WASHINGTON. 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  received  the  certifi- 
cate and  affidavit  of  James  Simons.” 

In  order  to  understand  these  documents  it  will  be 
necessary  here  to  recapitulate  some  of  the  events  in 
which  Everheart  participated.  It  was  not  until 
after  a severe  and  bloody  contest  between  the  ad- 
vance of  Tarlton  and  his  party  that  he  was  cap- 
tured. On  his  left  hand  are  now  to  be  seen  wounds 
received  on  that  morning  fiom  the  sabres  of  the 
enemy.  Even  with  this  disadvantage,  he  would 
have  escaped,  but  his  favorite  charger,  to  his  great 
sorrow,  fell  dead  under  him,  by  a shot  from  the  ene- 
my. At  this  moment,  our  army  was  about  three 
miles  in  the  rear.  He  was  taken  by  quartermaster 
Wade,  with  whom  he  had  accidentally  formed  a 
slight  acquaintance  at  Monks  Corner,  (and  who  was 
slain  on  that  very  day ),  to  colonel  Tarlton.  That 
officer  dismounting,  the  following  conversation  oc-' 
curred:  “Do  you" expect  Mr.  Washington  and  Mr. 

Morgan  will  fight  ine  to-day?”  “Yes,  if  they  can 
keep  together  two  hundred  men.”  “Then,”  said 
the  former  “it  will  be  another  Gates  defeat.”  “I 
hope  lo  God  it  will  be  another  Tarllon’s  defeat,” 
replied  the  gallant  son  of  Middletown  valley.  “I 
arn  colonel  Tarlton,  sir.”  “And  I am  sergeant 
Everheart,  sir.”  It  was  a reply  worthy  of  Roman 
or  Spartan  courage.  Suffering  intensely  from  his 
wounds,  they  were  speedily  dressed  by  the  British 
surgeon,  and  was  treated  with  distinguished  kind- 
ness. Nnw  a prisoner  of  war  he  was  taken  with  the 
enemy’s  army  lo  the  scene  of  action.  At  8 o’clock 
in  the  morning,  Morgan  halted  near  the  Bioad  river, 
awaited  the  approach  of  his  adversary.  The  ground 
about  the  Cowpens  was  covered  with  open  wood, 
allowing  the  cavalry  to  operate  with  ease,  in  which 
the  British  trebbled  our  forces.  The  detachment  of 
Tarlton  numbered  one  thousand,  that  of  Morgan 
eight  hundred.  Although  the  plan  of  battle  on  the 
part  of  the  American  brigadier,  was,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  some  military  men,  rather  injudicious,  yet  it 
was  impossible  that  the  issue  could  have  been  more 
fortunate.  The  first  line  was  composed  of  militia 
under  major  McDowell,  of  North  Carolina,  and  ma- 
jor Cunningham,  of  Georgia,  who  were  ordered  to 
feel  the  enemy  as  he  approached,  then  to  fall  back 
on  the  front  line  and  renew  the  conflict.  The  main 
body  of  the  militia  composed  this  line  under  general 
Pickens.  In  the  rear  of  the  first  line  was  stationed 

second,  composed  of  the  continental  infantry,  and 
Virginia  militia,  under  captains  Tripplett  and  Taite, 
commanded  by  Howard.  Washington’s  cavalry  re- 
inforced by  a company  of  mounted  militia  was  held 
in  reserve,  convenient  to  support  the  infantry,  and 
to  protect  the  horses  of  the  rifle  corps,  which,  agree- 
able to  usage,  were  tied  in  the  rear.  “The  gloomy 
host”  now  advanced  sure  ot  conquest.  At  this 
solemn  period,  Morgan,  who  had  fought  at  Quebec 
under  Montgomery,  and  fully  established  his  fame 


at  Saratoga,  addressed  his  troops  in  a style  worthy 
of  a Hannibal  or  Scipio  Africanus.  Uneducated 
as  he  was,  his  eloquence  was  from  the  heart,  and 
thrilled  through  every  bosom.  He  exhoried  the 
militia  to  the  exercise  of  firmness  and  zeal,  and  de- 
clared his  entire  confidence  in  their  valor  and  pa- 
triotism. He  pointed  them  to  the  fields  of  his  ex- 
ploits; to  his  fortune  and  experience;  to  the  destruc- 
tive fire  of  his  unerring  riflemen;  to  the  mortification 
he  had  experienced  at  being  forced  to  retire  before 
the  enemy;  and  now  was  the  time  to  strike  for'  their 
country.  To  the  continentals  he  said  little  except  to 
remind  them  that  they  needed  no  exhortation  to  do 
their  duty.  He  took  his  station.  The  situation  of 
Everheart,  when  the  first  line  fell  back,  and  the  shout 
of  the  enemy  was  heard  in  all  directions,  must  have 
been  truly  appaling,  -because  he  knew  not  that  this 
movement  formed  part  of  the  plan  of  battle.  But 
rushing  on  the  front  line,  which  held  its  station, 
they  instantly  poured  in  on  the  British  a destructive 
fire;  but  continuing  to  advance  with  the  bayonet 
on  our  militia,  the  latter  retired  and  gained  the  se- 
cond line.  Here  with  part  of  the  corps,  Hickens 
took  post  on  Howard’s  right,  and  the  rest  fled  to 
their  horses.  Tarlton  pushing  forward,  was  re- 
ceived by  Morgan  with  unshaken  firmness.  Each 
party  struggled  hard  for  victory;  the  enemy  ordered 
up  his  reserve.  McArthur’s  regiment  animated  the 
whole  British  line,  which,  outstretched  our  front, 
and  endangered  Howard.  That  officer  defended  his 
flank  by  directing  his  right  company  to  change  its 
front,  but  by  mistake  it  fell  back:  the  line  began  to 
retire,  and  they  were  ordered  to  retreat  to  the  caval- 
ry. This  manoeuvre  being  quickly  performed,  the 
new  position  was  immediately  resumed.  The  Bri- 
tish line  now  rushed  on  with  impetuosity,  but  as  it 
drew  near,  Howard  faced  about,  and  delivered  a 
close  and  severe  fire.  The  enemy  recoiled;  the  ad- 
vantage was  followed  up  with  the  bayonet,  and  the 
day  was  ours.  At  this  instant,  Washington  charged, 
as  major  Simons  has  stated,  on  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
who  had  gained  our  rear,  and  were  “cutting  down” 
our  militia.  He  proved  himself  the  “thunderbolt  of 
war.” 

What  language  can  paint  the  emotions  which 
filled  the  bosom  of  his  friend,  a captive  in  the  hands 
of  that  enemy  whom  the  colonel  was  destroying; 
himself  liable  at  every  moment  to  fall  by  the  bands 
of  his  countrymen?  His  beloved  chief  was  then  in 
the  prime  of  life,  six  feet  in  height,  broad,  strong 
and  corpulent,  courting  danger,  impetuous  ar.d  irre- 
sistable.  In  proof  of  this,  Marshall,  in  his  4th  vol. 
page  347,  says;  “In  the  eagerness  of  pursuit, 
Washington  advanced  near  thirty  yards  in  front  of 
his  regiment.  Observing  this,  three  British  officers 
wheeled  about  and  made  a charge  upon  him!  The 
officer  on  his  right  was  aiming  to  cut  him  down; 
when  a sergeant  came  up  and  intercepted  the  blow 
by  disabling  his  sword  arm.  At  the  same  instant 
the  officer  on  his  left  was  about  to  make  a stroke  at 
him,  when  a waiter,  too  small  to  wield  a sword 
saved  him  by  wounding  the  officer  with  a ball  dis- 
charged from  a pistol.  At  this  moment,  the  officer 
in  the  centre,  who  was  believed  to  be  Tai  lton,  made 
a thrust  at  him,  which  he  parried,  upon  which  the 
officer  retreated  a few  paces;  and  then  discharged  a 
pistol  at  him,  which  wounded  him  in  his  knee.” 
The  sergeant  here  spoken  of  was  Everheart.  Under 
Providence,  he  was  his  shield  and  buckler.  How 
great  the  benefit  conferred  on  his  country!  Had 
Washington  fallen,  we  should  not  only  have  lost  his 
all-important  services  on  that  day,  when  victory 
settled  on  our  banner,  but  also  his  valor  and  skill  at 
the  subsequent  actions  of  Gilford  and  Eutaw’,  at 
which  last  place  he  was,  to  the  great  grief  of  the 
whole  army  thrown  from  his  horse  wdiile  charging 
the  enemy,  and  carried  away  a prisoner  to  Charles- 
ton. Morgan  now  pressed  his  success;  the  pursuit 
now'  became  general.  The  British  cavalry  were 
covering  the  retreat;  but  according  to  the  evidence 
of  major  Simons,  nothing  could  restrain  the  ardor  of 
the  colonel.  He  pursued  them  twenty-two  miles, 
within  a short  distance  of  Cornwallis’  camp,  at  Fish- 
er’s creek,  where  the  British  under  Tarlton,  retreat- 
ed. Some  time  after  this  affair,  the  British  colonel 
observed  in  company,  that  he  should  be  pleased  tosee 
Mr.  Washington,  of  whom  he  had  heard  so  much; 
to  which  a- lady  very  significantly  replied,  that  lie 
might  have  been  gratified,  had  he  only  looked  behind 
him  at  the  Cowpens! 

In  this  action,  of  the  enemy  there  were  one  hun- 
dred, including  ten  officers,  killed;  tu'enty-three  of- 
ficers and  500  privates  were  taken.  Their  artillery, 
800  muskets,  two  standards,  thirty- five  baggage  wa- 
gons, and  one  hundred  horses  fell  into  our  hands; 
while  our  loss  was  only  seventy,  of  whom  twelve 
were  killed.  Everheart  informs  me  that  while  the 
dragoons  were  making  the  charges  descried  by  ma- 
jor Simons,  he  could  hear  them  distinctly  cry  out 
as  their  watchword,  “Buford’s  play,”  referring  to  the 
odious  massacre  perpetrated  on  the  detachment  com- 


manded by  the  officer  before  detailed.  Yet  for  all 
this,  although  the  innocent  blood  of  their  compa* 
nions,  shed  contrary  to  the  laws  of  civil. zed  w arfare, 
yet  remained  unrevenged,  and  the  very  persons  who 
did  the  foul  deed,  were  now  in  the  field  of  honorable 
combat,  or  held  as  prisoners  fairly  vanquished,  no 
instance  occurred  on  the  part  of  our  troops  in  which 
the  dreadful  precedent  was  followed.  Washington 
now  returning  from  the  chase,  with  joy  embraced 
his  wounded  friend,  and  sent  him  under  the  care  of 
two  dragoons  three  miles  distant  from  the  Cowpens, 
where  his  wounds  were  dressed  by  Mr.  Pindall,  for- 
merly of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  the  surgeon  of  the 
regiment.  He  remained  at  this  position  until  the  last 
of  February,  and  then  set  out  for  Catawba  river. — 
Passing  through  Salem,  he  arrived  at  Guilford  court 
house  immediately  before  the  battle  fought  there, 
March  15,  1781.  Here  it  is  expedient  to  explain  a 
part  of  the  affidavit  of  maj.  Simons,  where  it  is  said 
that  the  subject  of  this  memoir  had  retired  from  the 
army.  That  officer,  not  being  at  Guilford,  did  not, 
of  course,  see  Everheart  there,  and  no  doubt  think- 
ing that  his  wounds  were  so  very  severe  as  to  com- 
pel him  to  retire  Irooi  service,  and  not  hearing  any 
thing  to  the  contrary,  he  took  for  granted  that  it  was 
the  fact.  At  this  place  the  interview  between  the 
colonel  and  sergeant  was  truly  joyous.  He  appris- 
ed Washington  that  his  debility  would  prevent  his 
participating  in  the  coming  conflict,  and  he  was  re- 
quested by  that  officer  merely  to  take  charge  of  the 
baggage  wagons.  Yet  such  was  his  love  of  battle, 
that  he  took  his  station  on  a hill  where  he  could  dis- 
tinctly see  every  movement,  and  hear  every  shock 
of  both  armies.  He  was,  during  the  whole  time, 
within  a range  of  the  enemy’s  shot.  I cannot  for- 
bear relating  a singular  event  detailed  to  me  by 
Charles  Magill,  esq.  late  of  Winchester,  Virginia, 
who  was  aid-de-camp  to  Greene,  during  this  engage- 
ment. A captain  was  under  arrest  for  cowardice. 
As  the  enemy  displayed  their  columns,  and  formed 
their  line,  the  unfortunate  man,  alter  protesting  his 
innocence  of  the  charge,  desired  the  major  to  gallop 
to  the  general,  and  ask  a suspension  only  during  the 
action,  that  he  might  retrieve  his  character.  It  was 
soon  done,  and  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  his  com- 
pany. On  the  first  fire  he  fled  from  his  station,  and 
sheltered  himself  behind  an  apple  tree.  Magill  in- 
voked him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  reflect  on  his 
conduct  and  situation,  and  urged  him  to  resume  his 
command.  At  the  first  step  he  took  from  behind 
the  tree,  a ball  from  the  enemy  laid  him  dead  at  the 
feet  of  his  friend.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  cap- 
tain was  born  a coward;  but  that  he  would  have  been 
in  less  danger  at  his  command,  than  in  the  situation 
he  had  assumed.  As  Everheart  did  not  participate  in 
the  battle  of  Guilford,  I shall  notice  only  a few  of 
its  particulars,  connected  with  the  part  which  his 
colonel  performed  on  that  occasion.  At  the  most 
important  crisis,  Washington  charged  the  British 
guards  with  tremendous  lury,  and  perceiving  an  of- 
ficer at  some  distance,  surrounded  by  aids-de-camp, 
whom  he  supposed  to  be  Cornwallis,  he  rushed  on 
with  the  hope  of  making  him  prisoner,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  accident.  His  cap  fell  on  the  ground,  and 
as  he  dismounted  to  recover  it,  the  officer  leading  the 
column  was  shot  through  the  body,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  managing  his  horse.  The  animal  v\ heel- 
ed round  with  his  rider  and  galloped  off  the  field. 
The  cavalry  followed,  supposing  that  this  move- 
ment had  been  ordered.  But  for  this  circumstance, 
it  is  highly  probably  that  the  amiable  and  accomplish- 
ed Cornwallis  would  have  been  spared  the  pains  of 
surrendering  his  whole  army  shortly  afterwards  at 
York,  in  Virginia.  Greene,  it  is  true,  retreated — 
but  only  after  such  an  obstinate  contest  as  induced 
Charles  Fox  in  the  house  of  commons,  to  tell  the  mi- 
nistry, with  his  usual  sarcasm,  that  such  another  vic- 
tory would  destroy  the  British  army.  The  official 
accounts  estimate  our  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing,  at  fourteen  commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  continental  line.  In  the  militia,  there 
were  four  captains  and  seventeen  privates  killed:  and 
besides  gen.  Stephens,  there  were  one  major,  three 
captains,  eight  subalterns  and  sixty  privates  wound- 
ed. The  loss  of  the  British  was  five  hundred  and 
thirty-two  men,  among  them  several  officers  of  dis- 
tinguished talents.  Cornwallis  retired  to  Ramsey’s 
mills,  and  Greene  set  out  in  pursuit  of  him.  The 
sergeant  remained  lor  several  weeks  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  court  house,  that  he  might  have  the  benefit  of 
the  professional  skill  of  Dr.  Wallis,  in  the  healing  of 
his  wounds. 

During  the  summer,  being  once  more  ready  for 
service,  he  was  by  the  order  ot  Greene,  employed 
in  collecting  horses  in  North  Carolina,  for  the  use  of 
the  army;  and  on  the  18th  of  October,  1781,  was 
present  at  the  capitulation  of  the  British  army  at 
Yorktown.  Here  his  acquaintance  with  Lafayette 
commenced,  which,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  par- 
ties, w:as  renewed  at  Baltimore  in  1825,  when  the 
patriot  revisited  our  shores.  He  now  returned  to  his 
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country,  but  in  November  following,  at  the  request 
of  col.  Baylor,  who  had  been  exchanged  and  restor- 
ed to  the  command  of  his  regiment,  he  repaired  to 
Petersburg.  With  him  he  remained  through  the 
succeeding  summer,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1762,  was 
honorably  discharged,  and  once  more  returned  to  his 
lovely  valley.  With  him,  “the  sword  was  convert- 
ed into  the  plough  share.”  Embarking  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  the  sternness  of  the  warrior  was  now 
subdued.  Having  married,  and  become  the  father 
of  several  children,  his  time  was  chiefly  employed  in 
providing  lor  their  wants  by  honest  industry  and 
toil.  Alter  some  years,  he  became  a preacher  in  the 
respectable  denomination  of  Christians  called  Me- 
thodists. Even  here,  as  I am  informed,  “the  ruling 
passion”  would  at  times  follow  him;  and  when  in  the 
pulpit  was  a soldier  still.  He  would  sometimes  in- 
troduce his  discourses  by  infoiming  his  hearers, 
that,  in  his  youth,  he  drew  his  sword  in  behalf  of  his 
county,  but  now  in  behalf  his  Saviour!  Washington 
frequently  wrote  to  Everheart,  offering  to  make  him 
wealthy  if  he  would  emigrate  to  Carolina,  but  he 
declined  his  solicitations.  When  troops  of  the  U. 
States  were  stationed  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  in  1799, 
his  colonel,  then  holding  a distinguished  rank  in  that 
corps,  passed  through  Middletown,  and  inquired  for 
his  old  and  faithful  friend,  desiring  that  he  would 
pass  the  next  day  with  hi  in  in  Fredeiick.  A large 
collection  of  citizens  assembled  to  witness  the  in- 
terview. On  approaching  they  rushed  into  “each 
others  arms  and  ktssed,  and  gave  vent  to  their  feel- 
ings in  tears  of  joy.  This  was  the  last  time  they 
ever  met.  Everheart  tells  me,  that  on  this  occasion 
they  walked  together  over  those  fields,  where,  in 
1780,  the  regiment  was  disciplined  for  service;  and 
that  the  feelings  and  scenes  of  those  days  were  again 
revived  that  he  was  urged  by  his  chief  to  remove  to 
Carolina,  where  wealth,  ease  and  happiness  awaited 
him.  It  was  in  vain.  The  colonel  wrung  tiie  hand 
which  had  saved  his  life  at  Cowpens,  and  disap- 
peared. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE 
OF  REPRESENTATIVES  U.  STATES. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  additional  paymasters,  and  for  other  purposes, 
passed  July  4,  1836. 

Office  house  of  representatives,  U.  S.  July  21, 1840. 
In  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  “act  to  au- 
thorise the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  lor  other  purposes,”  passed  July  4,  1836,  which 
requires  “the  secretary  ol  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  publish  a state- 
ment of  all  appropriations  made  during  the  session; 
and  also  a statement  of  the  new  offices  created,  and 
the  salaries  of  each;  and  also  a statement  of  the  of- 
ficers, the  salaries  of  which  are  increased,  and  the 
amount  of  such  increase,”  the  clerk  of  the  house  of 
repiesentatives  submits  the  accompanying  state- 
ments. 

H.  A.  GARLAND,  clerk  of  house  of  reprs. 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  1st  ses- 
sion of  the  26 th  congress  of  the  United  Slates  of 
Jhnerica,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  of  each. 

First  session  26th  congress. 

II.  R.  No.  2.  For  the  support  of  government  in  part 
for  the  year  1340. 

Pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  congress 

and  delegates  $400,000 

Pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of'  the  se- 

uate  and  house  of  representatives  25,000 

Stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other 
incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  senate  25,000 

For  the  same  for  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives 100,000 

Arrears  of  printing,  lithographing  and 
engraving  50,000 

H.  R.  8.  For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses for  the  government  for  the  year 
1841). 

For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of 

congress  and  delegates  268,944 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 

the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  18,400 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  se- 
nate 50,000 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  house 
of  representatives  100,000 

The  two  sums  last  mentioned  to  bp 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  ordinary 
expenditures  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  severally  and  to  no 
other  purpose; 

For  compensation  to  the  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretary  of 


the  treasury,  the  secretary  of  war,  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  and  the  post- 
master general  60,000 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  sign  pa- 
tents for  public  lands,  per  act  of  March 
second,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  1,500 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state  20,300 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  de- 
partment of  state,  including  publish- 
ing and  distributing  the  laws  25,000 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen 
of  the  northeast  executive  building  1,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing, including  luel,  labor,  oil  and  re- 
pairs 3,350 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  16,450 


For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said 
office,  per  act  of  the  twenty-third 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  depo- 
sits of  the  public  money”  3,600 

For  compensation  to  the  first  comptrol- 
ler of  Ihe  treasury  3,500 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  first  comp- 
troller 19,300 

For  compensation  to  the  second  comp- 
troller 3,030 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  second 
comptroller,  including  the  compensa- 
tion of  two  clerks  transferred  from  the 
office  of  the  fourth  auditor  12,250 

For  compensation  to  the  first  auditor  of 
the  treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  first  audi- 
tor 15,900 

For  compensation  to  the  second  auditor 
of  the  treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  second  au- 
ditor . 17,900 

For  compensation  to  the  third  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  third  audi- 
tor 29,650 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks  employ- 
ed on  claims  under  the  act  of  the  eigh- 
teenth January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  2,400 

For  compensation  to  the  fourth  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  fourth  au- 
ditor 16,950 

For  compensation  to  the  fifth  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor  9,800 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  fifth  auditor,  according  to 
the  act  of  the  seventh  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  2,000 

For  compensation  to  the  treasurer  of  the 

United  States  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  officr  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States  10,750 

For  compensation  to  the  register  of  the 
treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  register  of 
the  treasury  24,200 

For  compensation  of  the  commissioner 
of  the  general  land  office,  per  act  of 
fourth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty- six  3,000 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder,  so- 
licitor, draughtsman  ami  assistant 
draughtsman,  clerks,  messengers  and 
packers,  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 


sioner of  the  general  land  office  95,500 

For  compensation  to  the  solicitor  of  the 

treasury  3,500 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury  3,950 

For  translating  foreign  languages  and  for 
receiving  and  transmitting  passports 
and  sea  letters,  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  300 


For  stating  and  printing  public  accounts  1,400 
For  stationery,  printing  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  treasury 
department,  viz: 

For  the  office  o!  the  first  comptroller  2,000 
For  the  office  of  the  second  comptroller  1,500 
For  the  office  of  the  first  auditor  1,200 


For  the  office  of  the  second  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  third  auditor  2,000 

For  the  office  of  the  fourth  auditor  500 

For  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 

States  2,000 

For  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  trea- 
sury 3,000 

For  the  office  of  the  solicitor  1,000 


For  eighty-three  thousand  pieces  of 
parchment  and  printing,  books  and 
stationery,  advertising  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the  general  land  office, 
and  for  books  and  blanks  lor  the  dis- 
trict land  offices  18,417 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent 
and  watchmen  of  the  southeast  execu- 
tive building  2,100 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  building 
occupied  by  the  treasury,  including 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  carrying  the  depart- 
ment mails,  and  sealing  ships’  regis- 
ters, in  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  and  one  thousand  eight 


hundred  and  fort}’,  See.  12,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  including  Ihe  messenger  in  the 
bounty  land  bureau  13,350 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 

the  secretary  of  war  3,000 

For  books,  maps  and  plans  for  the  war 

department  1,000 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks,  when 
employed  in  said  office  3,000 

For  compensation  of  the  commissioner 

of  Indian  affairs  3,000 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  commission- 
er of  Indian  affairs  16,400 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  2,000 
For  compensation  of  the  commissioner 

of  pensions  2,584  57 

For  compensation  of  clerks  transferred 
from  the  office  of  secretary  of  war  to 
the  office  of  commissioner  of  pensions  4,800 


For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
gers for  the  office  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions,  authorised  by  an  act  of 


ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty six  13,450 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  3,000 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  paymaster  ge- 
neral 7,100 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  800 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  commanding 
general  1,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  300 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general  7,650 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,60() 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  quartermaster 
general  7,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  commissary  ge- 
neral of  purchases  4,200 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  800 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  commissary  ge- 
neral of  subsistence  4,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  3,200 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  chief  engineer  5,650 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,500 

For  compensation  to  clerk  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  surgeon  general  1,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  ordnance  office  8,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  800 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  topographical  bureau  2,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bureau  1,735 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent 
and  watchmen  of  the  northwest  execu- 
tive building  2,250 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building, 
including  rent  ol  bounty  land  office,  for 
Labor,  fuel,  oil  and  repairs,  and  for  con- 
tingencies of  the  fire  engines  and  ap- 
paratus 4,700 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  12,850 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  3,000 


For  compensation  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy  board 


10,500 
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for  compensation  of  tile  secretary  of  the 

navy  board  2,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger of  the  navy  board  8,450 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,800 

For  salary  of  superintendent  and  watch- 
men of  the  southwest  executive  buil- 
ding 1,250 

Foi  contingent  expenses  of  said  building, 
including  fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of 
building,  engine  and  improvement  of 
the  grounds  3,350 

For  compensation  to  three  assistant  post- 
masters general,  per  act  third  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  7,500 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  the  general  post  office  4S,600 

For  topographic  and  additional  clerks  in 
said  office  per  act  of  March  third,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  a 
clerk  to  keep  the  appropriation  ac- 
count 11,600 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  four  thousand  dollars  for  rent 
and  fuel  for  the  auditor’s  office  8,000 

For  compensation  of  two  Watchmen  600 

For  compensation  to  the  auditor  of  the 
post  office  3,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  said  office  55,000 


For  eleven  additional  clerks  in  said  office  13,200 


For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  the  expense  of  quarterly 
books,  stationary,  printing  and  pay  of 
laboreis  4,700 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral northwest  of  the  Ohio  2,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his  office, 
per  act  of  ninth  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  6,300 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral for  Illinois  and  Missouri  2,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office 
of  said  surveyor  general,  per  act  of 
May  ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-six 3,820 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Arkansas  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office 

of  said  surveyor  general  2,800 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Louisiana  2,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office 
of  said  surveyor  general,  per  act  of 
May  ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty six  2,500 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Mississippi  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office 
of  said  surveyor  general,  per  act  May 
ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  5,000 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Alabama  2,000 


For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office 
of  said  surveyor  general,  per  act  May 
ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  2,200 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 


ral of  Florida  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office 

of  said  surveyor  general  3,500 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Wiskonsin  1,500 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  his 
office,  per  act  twellth  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  1,600 

For  compensation  of  the  late  surveyor 
general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  to  the 
twenty  six  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  478  26 


For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Wiskonsin.  for  payment  of  his 
salary  for  the  Iractional  part  of  fourth 
quarter  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight 198  97 

For  extra  clerks  and  draughtsmen  in  the 
offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  unexpended  balances  of 
former  appropriations,  to  be  apportion- 
ed to  them  according  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  service  9,000 

For  extra  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  sur- 
veyors general  to  transcribe  field  notes 
of  survey,  tor  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing them  at  the  seat  of  government,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  balances 
of  former  appropriations,  viz: 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  4,500 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois 

and  Missouri  2,200 


Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Arkan- 
sas 1,000 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Missis- 
sippi 550 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Wis- 
konsin 1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  commissioner 
of  public  buildings  in  Washington  2,300 

For  compensation  to  three  assistants  to 
the  commissioner,  as  superintendent 
ot  the  Potomac  bridge,  including  oil 
for  lamps,  fuel  and  repairs  2,990 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  mint  20,400 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  mint  23,000 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses, 
including  the  wastage  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, fuel,  materials,  stationary,  water 
rent  and  taxes  16,000 

For  new  machinery  3,000 

For  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to  be  re- 
served at  the  mint  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte, 

North  Carolina  6,000 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  same  3,500 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contingent 
expenses  of  the  same  2,500 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega, 

Georgia  6,000 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  same  3,500 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contingent 
expenses  of  the  same  2,000 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Or- 
leans 12,900 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  same  22,000 

For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  for 

contingent  expenses  of  the  same  17,100 

For  compensation  of  the  governor, 
judges  and  secretary  of  Wiskonsin 
territory  9,000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  territory  350 
For  pay  a id  mileage  of  the  members  of 
the  legislative  assembly,  pay  of  officers 
of  the  councils,  printing,  furniture, 
stationery,  fuel,  and  other  incidental 
expenses  34,075 

For  compensation  to  the  governor, 
judges  and  secretary  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa  9,100 

For  pay  and  mileage  to  the  legislative 
assembly,  pay  ofofficers,  printing,  fur- 
niture, stationary,  fuel  and  all  other 
incidental  expenses  27,050 

For  defraying  tiie  expenses  of  an  extra 
session  of  the  legislative  assembly  of 
said  territory  7,000 


For  the  paymentof  the  printing  the  laws 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa,  being  a deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation made  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-nine  14,000 

For  compensation  of  the  governor, 
judges  and  secretary  of  the  territory 
of  Florida  13,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  territo- 
ry 350 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of 
the  legislative  council  of  said  territory, 
pay  of  the  officers  of  the  council, 
printing,  furniture,  rent,  stationery, 
fuel,  and  all  other  incidental  and  mis- 


cellaneous expenses  29,325 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice, 
the  associate  judges  and  district 
judges  of  the  United  States  93,900 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  judges  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  of  the  judges  of  the 
criminal  and  orphans’ courts  of  said 
District  12,700 

For  compensation  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral of  the  United  States  4,000 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral 1,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

For  purchasing  law  books  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of  the 
decisions  of  the  supreme  court  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  district  attor- 
neys and  marshals,  including  those  in 
the  several  territories  14,450 


For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  su- 
preme, circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  also  for  jurors  and 
witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising 
from  fines,  penalties  and  torfeitures 
incurred  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty  and  preceding  years;  and 
likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 


suits  in  which  the  United  Stales  are 
concerned,  and  ot  prosecutions  for  of- 
fences committed  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  safekeeping  of  prison- 
ers 300,0 00 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and  grants 

by  special  acts  of  congress  900 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  compensation  of 
the  superintendent  and  assistant  100,000 

For  compensation  of  two  keepers  of  the 

public  archieves  in  Florida  1,000 

For  salaries  of  registers  and  receivers 

of  land  offices  where  there  are  no  sales  3,500 
For  expenses  of  surveying  and  making 
the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  Texas  10,000 

For  salary  of  the  commissioner  of  said 
survey  2,500 

For  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  2,000 

For  the  salary  of  the  clerk  1,200 


For  buildings  and  machinery  for  the 
branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Caro- 
lina, being  a balance  due  to  the  com- 
missioner appointed  to  superintend 
the  erection  of  the  buildings  12  20 

For  discharging  the  balance  due  to  the 
contractors  for  building  the  branch 
mint  at  Dahlonega  10,000 

For  allowances  to  the  Iaiv  agent,  assist- 
ant counsel,  and  district  attorney  un- 
der the  acts  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  Florida  5,000 
For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
light  houses,  floating  lights,  beacons, 
buoys  and  stakeages,  including  the 
purchase  of  lamps,  oil,  wicks,  butf- 
skiris,  whiting  and  cotton  cloth,  trans- 
porting oil,  &c.  keepers’  salaries,  re- 
pairs, improvements  and  contingent 
expenses  431,987  26 


For  continuing  the  construction  of  the 
new  treasury  building,  including  the 
arrearages  due  for  materials  furnished 
and  labor  performed  on  the  said  build- 
ing, certified  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  public  buildings,  to  amount,  on  the 
lifteenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty,  to  the  sum  of  fifty-three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
dollars  and  six  cents  105,000 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  the 
new  patent  office  building,  including 
the  arrearages  due  for  materials  fur- 
nished,  and  labor  performed  on  the 
said  building,  certified  by  the  com- 
missioner of  the  public  buildings,  to 
amount,  on  the  fifteenth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  to  the  sum 
of  forty-two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-one  dollars  and  eighty- 
three  cents  100, (lOO 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  the 
new  general  post  office  building  125,000 
For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  capitol, 
and  incidental  expenses 
For  lighting  lamps,  purchasing  trees, 
shrubs  and  compost,  for  keeping  in 
order  the  public  grounds  around  the 
capitol,  the  iron  water  pipes,  and 
wooden  fences 

For  attendance  at  the  western  gates  of 
the  capital 

For  salary  of  the  principal  gardener 
For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  presi- 
dent’s house  and  furniture,  for  pur- 
chasing trees,  shrubs  and  compost,  and 
tor  superintendence  of  the  grounds 
For  payments  to  the  artists  engaged  in 
executing  four  historical  paintings  for 
the  vacant  panels  of  the  rotunda  of  the 
capitol 

For  payment  to  Luigi  Persico  and  Hora- 
tio Greenongh  for  statues  to  adorn  the 
two  blockings,  east  front  of  the  capitol 
For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia 14,503  50 


1,551 


6,860 

547  50 

1,200 


3,665 


8,000 


8,000 


For  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  sixth 
census,  including  the  enumeration  and 
returns,  necessary  blanks,  clerical  ser- 
vices, 8tc.  740,000 
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For  surveying  the  public  lands,  to  be 
apportioned  to  the  several  surveying 
districts,  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  service,  in  addition,  to  the 
unexpended  balance  of  appropriations  215,000 
For  closing  the  surveys  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
chiefly  relinquished  contracts,  at  a rate 
not  exceeding  eight  dollars  per  mile 
for  township  lines  18,640 

For  retracing  certain  old  surveys  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  at  a rate  not  ex- 
ceeding six  dollars  per  mile  lor  sec- 
tion Ihies,  and  eight  dollars  per  mile 
for  township  lines  17,200 

Fox  completing  the  surveys  of  unfinish- 
ed portions  of  townships,  islands, 
lake9,  (See.  in  Florida,  at  a price  not 
exceeding  five  dollars  per  mile  10,000 

For  surveying  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
at  a rate  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  a 
mile,  and  to  be  applied,  if  hereafter 
found  expedient,  for  retracing  and  cor- 
recting certain  old  surveys  in  said 


state  10,000 

For  completing  the  custom  housebuild- 
ing at  New  York,  118,743 

For  the  construction  of  the  new  custom 

house  at  Boston  121,000 

For  repairing  the  public  works  at  Staten 

Island  29,720 

For  repairs  of  (lie  •custom  house  build- 
ing at  New  Bedford  500 

For  repairs  of  the  custom  house  build- 
ing at  New  London  1,700 

For  repairs  ol  the  marine  hospital  at 

Norlolk  4,000 

For  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred 


by  the  collector  of  New  York,  under 
the  act  of  seventh  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  to  remit  the  du- 
ties upon  ceitain  goods  destroyed  by 
fire  at  the  late  conflagration  at  the  city 


of  New  York  1,350 

For  salariesof  the  ministers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  Great  Britain,  France, 

Spain,  Russia,  Prussia,  Austria  and 
Mexico  63,000 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  lega- 
tion to  tile  same  places  14,000 

For  salary  of  the  minister  resident  of 

the  United  States  to  Turkey  6,000 

For  salaries  of  the  charges des  affaires  to 
Portugal,  Denmark,  Sweeden,  Hol- 
land. Belgium,  Brazil,  Chili,  Peru, 

New  Granada,  Venezuela,  Texas,  Na- 
ples and  Sardinia  53,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  mis- 
sions abroad  30,000 

For  outfits  for  a minister  to  Russia,  and 

of  a charge  d’affaires  to  Sardinia  13,-500 

For  salaries  of  tile  consuls  of  the  United 

States  at  London  and  Paris  4,000 


For  the  expenses  and  salaries  of  diplo- 
matic agents,  to  be  employed  under 
the  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
U.  Stales  in  attending  to  the  tobacco 
interest  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  12,000 
For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri- 


can seamen  in  foreign  countries 
For  clerk  hire,  olfice  rent,  stationery, 
and  other  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
the  American  consul  at  London,  per 
act  of  January  nineteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  six 
For  interpreters,  guards  and  other  ex- 
penses incident,  to  the  consulates  in 
the  Turkish  dominions 
For  the  salary  of  the  principal  and  two 
assistant  librarians,  pay  of  the  mes- 
senger, and  lor  contingent  expenses  of 
the  library 

Fortbe  purchase  of  books  for  the  library 
of  congress 

For  compensation  of  Win.  Gibbs  Mc- 
Neill, being  an  excess  of  expenditure 
over  and  above  the  appropriation  lor 
surveys  made  under  hie  dirction,  of  the 
east  pass  of  the  Appalachicola  bay 
For  the  payment  of  certain  certificates, 
being  part  of  the  balance  of  a former 
appropriation  for  that  object,  carried 
to  the  surplus  fund,  December  thirty- 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -nine 
For  the  service  of  the  general  post  office, 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  se- 
cond of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six  5, 

H.  R.  5.  For  an  outfit  for  a charge  d’af- 
faires to  the  republic  of  Texas 


40,000 

2,800 

5,500 

4,387  50 
5,000 


150  29 


50 


126,000 

4,500 


For  repairing  the  roof  to  the  public  store 
at  the  custom  house  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  for  new  roofing  the  same 
with  copper,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  alter 
causing  careful  surveys  of  the  condi- 
tion ol  the  said  building  to  be  made, 
a sum  not  to  exceed 
For  the  pay  of  ttie  commissioner  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Iowa  to  act  on  the  part  of  that  territo- 
ry, in  conjunction  with  the  commis- 
sioner appointed  by  the  United  States, 
in  ascertaining,  running  and  marking, 
the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  said 
territory,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  the 
sum  of 

For  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred 
under  the  direction  ot  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  library,  in  the  erection 
of  shelves  and  book  cases  in  the  com- 
mittee rooms  of  the  capitol,  for  the  re- 
ception of  books  and  documents  to  be 
transferred  from  the  library  to  the  se- 
veral committee  rooms,  a sum  not  to 
exceed 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  secreta- 
ries of  ttie  war  and  navy  departments 
to  place  in  a state  of  sale  preservation 
the  specimens  ol  natural  history  which 
are  now  deposited  in  their  respective 
offices,  or  which  may  be  brought  there, 
resulting  from  the  surveys  of  the  unex- 
plored portions  of  our  own  country,  or 
from  the  exploring  expedition  now  in 
the  South  seas,  by  the  authority,  and  at 
the  expense  ot'  the  United  States,  or 
otherwise,  a sum  not  to  exceed 
To  ascertain  and  designate  the  boundary 
line  between  the  state  of  Michigan  and 
the  territory  of  Wiskonsin 
H.  R.  27.  For  the  payment  of  a balance 
due  to  John  Mitchell  and  Benjamin  F. 
Fox,  contractors  for  the  erection  oi  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  as  admit- 
ted by  and  recommended  from,  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  treasury 
To  Auguste  Davezac,  late  charge  d’af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  the 
Hague 

To  William  D.  Jones,  in  full  for  diplo- 
matic services  rendered  to  the  United 
Slatesat  the  government  of  Mexico 
In  part  payment  for  the  expense  incurred 
by  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke  and  Peter 
Force,  and  for  work  done  by  them  in 
publishing  the  seco  id  and  third  vo- 
lumes of  ttie  Documentary  Histoiy  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  for  col- 
lecting materials  lor  publishing  said 
history 

For  repairing  two  cupolas,  on  the  north 
wing  of  the  capitol 

For  removing  two  cupola  sashes  over  the 
principal  stairway  and  vestibule  lead- 
ing to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 

For  preparing  pannels  of  the  rotundo 
with  curtains  for  the  reception  of  the 
paintings 

For  repairing  chimney  stacks  of  the  ca- 
' pitol 

For  cost  of  preparing  suitable  foundation 
for  supporting  ttie  colossal  statue  of 
Washington,  in  the  centre  of  the  ro- 
tundo ot  the  capitol 

To  enable  the  postmaster  general  to 
comply  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
house  of  representatives  passed  twen- 
ty-third of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty 

S.  397.  For  the  exploration  and  survey 
of  that  part  of  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  United  States  which 
separates  the  states  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  from  the  British  provin- 

C0S 

H.  R.  27.  For  the  payment  of  Charles 
Gordon,  agreeably  to  the  certificate 
of  the  committee  on  public  lands,  for 
services  rendered  by  him  in  making 
maps 


3,200 


1,096 


1,250 


500 

3,000 

8,588  55 
939  08 
11,360  95 


20,000 

300 

392 

542 

250 

2,000 


1,500 


25,000 


2,100 


$10.325,1 13  63 

H.  R.  5.  For  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  $1,172,028 

For  subsistence  of  officers  514,489 

For  forage  of  officers’  horses  114,571 


For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  not 
drawn  in  kind 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  of- 
ficers 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  cooking  utensils 
and  hospital  furniture 
For  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished  by 
the  quartermaster’s  department,  con- 
sisting of  fuel,  forage,  straw,  statione- 
ry , and  printing 

For  barracks,  quarters  and  storehouses, 
embracing  ttie  tepairs  and  enlarge- 
ment of  barracks,  quarters,  store- 
houses and  hospitals  at  the  several 
posts;  the  erection  of  temporary  can- 
tonments and  guntiouses  lor  the  pro- 
tection of  the  cannon  at  the  torts  on 
the  seaboard;  for  the  purchase  of  ne- 
cessary tools  and  materials,  and  of 
the  authorised  furniture  of  the  bar- 
rack rooms;  rent  of  quarters  lor  offi- 
cers; of  barracks  lor  troops  where 
there  are  no  public  buildings  for  their 
accommodation;  ofstorehouses  lor  the 
salekeeping  of  subsistence,  clothing 
and  other  military  supplies,  and  of 
grounds  lor  summer  cantonments, 
encampments  and  military  practice 
For  transportation  of  officers’  baggage 
when  travelling  on  duty  without 
troops 

For  transportation  of  troops  and  sup- 
plies, viz:  transportation  ot  the  army, 
including  the  baggage  of  troops; 
freight  and  ferriages;  purchase  or 
hire  of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  carts, 
wagons  and  boats  lor  the  purpose  of 
transportation  or  for  garrison  use; 
drayage  and  cartage  at  the  several 
posts;  iiire  of  teamsters;  transporta- 
tion of  funds  for  the  pay  department; 
expense  of  transport  vessels,  and  of 
procuring  water  at  such  posts  as  from 
their  situation  require  it;  transporta- 
tion of  clothing  from  the  depot  at 
Philadelphia  to  the  stations  of  the 
troops,  of  subsistence  from  the  places 
of  purchase  and  delivery  under  con- 
tracts to  such  points  as  the  ciicum- 
stances  of  the  service  may  require; 
of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and 
arms,  from  the  loundaries  and  arse- 
nals to  the  fortifications  and  frontier 
posts,  and  of  lead  Irom  the  mines  to 
the  several  arsenals 

For  t he  incidental  expenses  of  the  quar- 
termaster’s department,  consisting  of 
postage  on  public  letters  and  packets, 
expenses  of  courts  martial  and  courts 
of  inquiry,  including  the  compensa- 
tion of  judges  advocate,  members 
and  witnesses;  extra  pay  to  soldiers 
under  act  of  March  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nineteen,  expenses  of 
expresses  from  the  frontier  post;  of 
the  necessaiy  articles  for  the  inter- 
ment of  the  non  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  soldiers;  hire  of  laborers, 
compensation  of  clerks  in  ttie  offices 
of  quartermasters  and  assistant  quar- 
termasters at  posts  where  their  duties 
cannot  be  performed  without  such 
aid,  and  to  temporary  agents  in  charge 
of  dismantled  wuiks,  and  in  the  per- 
formance of  other  duties;  expendi- 
tures necessary  to  keep  the  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  complete,  includ- 
ing the  purchase  of  horses,  to  supply 
the  place  ol  those  which  may  be  lost 
and  become  unfit  for  service,  and  the 
erection  of  necessary  stables 
For  contingencies  of  the  army 
For  extra  pay  to  re-enlisted  soldiers, 
and  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  re- 
cruiting service 
For  national  armories 
For  the  armament  of'the  fortifications 
For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ord- 
nance service 

For  ordnance,  ordnance  stores  and  sup- 
plies 

For  arsenals 

For  repairs  and  improvements  at  the 
Springfield  atmory 

For  repairs  and  improvements  at  the 
Harper’s  Ferry  armory 
For  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  brim- 
stone 


80,030 

515,492 

425,635  67 
33,000 

271,000 


173.000 

65.000 


287,000 


121,000 

7,000 


47,163  27 

360.000 

150.000 

100.000 

100, 000 

150,000 

10,500 

50.000 

40.000 
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For  the  expense  of  preparing  drawings 
of  a uniform  syslem  of  artillery, 
and  for  other  supplies  in  the  ord- 
nance department  3,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quarters, 

&.C.  at  Fort  Leavenworth  30,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quarters, 

&c.  at  Fort  Wayne  20,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quarters, 

&c.  at  Fort  Smith  50,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quarters, 

&c.  at  Piattsburg  20,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quarters, 

&c.  at  Fort  Jesup  10,000 

For  repairs  of  arsenals  damaged  by 
storms  and  fire,  the  sum  of  19,766 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  hos- 
tilities in  Florida,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  conformably  to  the  acts  of 
congress  of  the  nineteenth  March, 
and  the  second  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  the  acts 
therein  referred  to,  viz:  For  forage 

for  the  horses  of  the  mounted  volun- 
teers and  militia,  and  for  the  horses, 
mules,  and  oxen  in  the  service  of  the 
trains;  (or  freight  or  transportation  of 
military  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
tion, from  tiie  places  of  purchase  to 
Florida;  for  the  purchase  of  wagons, 
harness,  boats,  and  lighters,  and 
other  vessels,  of  horses,  mules,  and 
oxen,  to  keep  up  the  (rains,  tools, 
leather,  and  other  materials  for  re- 
pairs, transportation  within  Florida, 
including  the  hire  of  steamboats  and 
other  vessels  for  service  in  the  rivers 
and  on  the  coasts,  and  the  expenses 
of  maintaining  the  several  steam- 
boats and  transport  schooners  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the 
army,  hire  of  mechanics,  laborers, 
mule  drivers,  teamsters,  and  other 
assistants  including  their  subsis- 
tence;'for  miscellaneous  and  contin- 
gent charges,  and  lor  arrearages  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
and  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  300,000 

H.  R-  27.  To  defray  the  expenses  of 
calling  into  service  captain  Snod- 
grass’s company  of  Alabama  volun- 
teers to  serve  as  a guard  in  accom- 
panying a party  of  emigrating  Chero- 
keejs  from  Bellante  to  Waterloo,  in 
the  state  of  Alabama  1,126  57 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  for 
military  and  geographical  surveys 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  north 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, and  the  accounts  for  whiclj  are 
now  before  the  proper  accounting 
officers  for  settlement  16,000 

For  an  award  marie  by  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
in  lavor  of  the  owners  of  the  steam- 
boats Stasca  and  Layton,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  under  an  agreement 
with  major  Charles  Thomas,  quar- 
termaster, for  the  transportation  of 
supplies,  laborers,  and  other  things, 
for  the  use  of  the  works  at  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight  13,350 

For  the  payment  of  an  account  of 
Henry  Lucas  and  A.  P.  King,  of 
the  state  of  Alabama,  for  the  loss 
and  injury  sustained  by  them  by  the 
impressment  of  their  teams  and  wa- 
gons into  the  seivice  of  the  United 
Slates  by  D.  H.  Baldwin,  quarter- 
master general  of  the  Florida  mili- 
tia, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  a sum  not  to  exceed  6,050 
For  the  payment  of  an  account  ot  Hart 
and  Bosworth,  merchants  of  Irwin- 
ton,  Alabama,  and  of  John  Hart, 
merchant  of  the  same  place,  for 
stores,  arms  and  ammunitions,  ta- 
ken for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  general  William  Irwin,  com- 
mandant of  the  fifth  division  of  the 
Alabama  militia,  during  the  Cieek 
campaign  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  a sum  not  to  exceed  2,311  90 


For  the  payment  of  an  account  of 
John  H.  Craddock,  of  Alabama, 
lor  property  of  his  destroyed  by  the 
order  of  colonel  J.  T.  Lane,  an  offi- 
cer in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  month  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the 
sum  of 


164  63 


74,620 

620,000 


75,000 


20,000 


17,000 


18,000 


5,000 

20,000 


17,250 

13.000 

65.000 


$5,283,676  04 

H.  R.  6.  For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

For  the  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant 

and  petty  officers  and  seamen  $2,250,000 

For  the  pay  of  superintendents,  naval 
conslructors,  and  all  the  civil  estab- 
ments  at  the  several  yards 
For  provisions 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and 
the  repairs  and  wear  and  tear  of  ves- 
sels in  commission  1,000,000 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  stores,  and  other  ex- 
penses on  account  of  the  sick 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  Ihe  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn, 

New  York 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Washington 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport, 

Virginia 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensacola 
For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may 
accrue  for  the  following  purposes, 
viz:  For  the  freight  and  transporta- 
tion of  materials  and  stores  of  every 
description;  for  wharfage  and  dock- 
age; storage  and  rent;  travelling  ex- 
penses ot  officers  and  transportation 
of  seamen;  house  rent  for  pursers, 
when  duly  authorised;  for  funeral 
expenses;  for  commissions,  clerk- 
hire,  office-rent,  stationery,  and  fuel 
to  navy  agents;  lor  premiums  and 
incidental  expenses  of  recruiting;  for 
apprehending  deserters;  for  compen- 
sation to  judges  advocate;  for  per 
diem  allowance  to  persons  attending 
courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry, 
or  other  services  authorised  by  law; 
for  printing  and  stationery  of  every 
description,  and  for  working  the 
lithographic  press;  for  books,  maps, 
charts,  mathematical  and  nautical 
instruments,  chronometers,  models 
and  drawings;  for  the  purchase  and 
repair  of  fire  engines  and  machine- 
ry; for  the  repair  of  steam  engines 
in  navy  yards;  for  the  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and 
for  carts,  timber-wheels,  and  work- 
men’s tools  of  every  description;  for 
prostage  of  letters  on  public  service; 
for  pilotage  and  towing  ships  of  war; 
for  taxes  and  assessments  on  public 
property;  for  assistance  rendered  to 
vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  la- 
bor at  navy  yards,  not  applicable  to 
any  other  appropriation;  tor  coal  and 
other  fuel,  and  for  candles  and  oil 
for  the  use  of  navy  yards  and  shore 
stations,  and  for  no  other  object  or 
purpose  whatever 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 
not  herein  before  enumerated 
For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, and  subsistence  of  the  officers 
of  the  marine  corps 
For  provisions  for  the  non-commission- 
ed officers,  musicians  and  privates 
serving  on  shore,  servants  and  wash- 
erwomen 
For  clothing 
For  fuel 

For  keeping  barracks  in  repair,  until 
new  ones  shall  be  erected,  and  for 
rent  of  temporary  barracks  at  New 
York  6,000 


450,000 

3,000 


175,050  40 


45,054  99 
43,662  50 
16,274  12 


For  transportation  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians  and  pri- 
vates, and  expenses  of  recruiling  8,000 

For  medicines,  liospital  stores,  surgical 
instruments,  and  pay  of  matron  and 
hospital  stewards  4,140 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers, 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  accoutre- 
ments and  ordnance  stores,  and  flags, 
drums  and  fifes  2,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps, 
viz:  for  freight,  ferriage,  toll,  whar- 
fage and  cartage;  for  per  diem  allow- 
ance for  attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  compensation  to 
judges  advocate,  house  rent  where 
there  are  no  public  quarters  assign- 
ed, per  dieui  allowance  to  enlisted 
men  on  constant  labor,  expenses  of 
burying  deceased  marines,  printing, 
stationery,  forage,  postage  on  public 
letters,  expenses  in  pursuit  of  deser- 
ters, candles  and  oil,  straw,  barrack 
furniture,  bed  sacks,  spades,  axes, 
shovels,  picks,  carpenters’  tools  and 
for  purchase  of  a horse  for  the  mes- 
senger and  keeping  the  same  17,980 

For  coppering  the  roof  of  the  hospital 
building  at  New  York,  and  for  other 
necessary  expenses  upon  the  same, 
and  its  dependencies  9,500 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Norfolk,  and  its  depen- 
dencies 3,500 

For  furnishing  hospital  No.  3 at  Pensa- 
cola, and  for  building  a stable,  and 
other  necessary  appendages,  and  for 
current  repairs  c-n  the  other  buildings  7,000 

For  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  asylum 

at  Philadelphia  and  its  dependencies  4,250 

For  distribution  as  prize  money  among 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  private 
armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  per 
act  of  thirteenth  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  2,975  20 

For  the  immediate  survey  of  the  coast 
from  Apalachicola  Bay  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  river  10,000 


$5,003,557  21 

H.  R 260.  For  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty. 

For  the  repairs  of  Fort  Niagara  $27,000 

For  rebuilding  and  repairing-the  old  fort 
at  Oswego  20,500 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Preble  3,200 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Scatnmel  3,400 

For  repairs  of  Fort  McClary  750 

For  repairs  ot  Fort  Constitution  3,671 

For  repairs  of  Fori  Independence  and 
sea  wall  of  Castle  island  100.000 

For  Fort  Warren  150,000 

For  Fort  Adams  80,000 

For  fortifications  ofNewLondonharbor  25,000 
For  Fort  Schuyler  80,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Hamilton  20.000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Lafayette  5,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Columbus  8,662 

For  repairs  of  Castle  Williams  5,735 

Fo’r  repairs  of  south  battery,  Gover- 
nor’s island  3.500 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Monroe  50,000 

For  rebuilding  bridge  over  Mill  creek 

near  Fort  Monroe  5,000 

For  repairs  of  road  from  Fort  Monroe 

to  said  bridge  1,000 

For  purchase  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 

Fort  Monroe  1,000 

For  Fort  Calhoun  50,000 

For  Fort  Caswell  6,000 

For  Fort  Sumter  25,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Moultrie  10,000 

For  Fort  Pulaski  44,000 

For  fort  on  Foster’s  bank,  Florida  14,000 

For  Fort  Pickens  8,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Barrancas  15,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Morgan  10,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Pike  5,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Wood  3,580 

For  repairs  of  the  battery  Bienvenue  2,500 

For  repairs  of  Tower  Dupre  400 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Jackson  20,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  St.  Phillip  3,300 

For  Fort  Livingston,  Grande  Terre, 

Louisiana  15,000 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications  10,000 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  re- 
pairs of  fortificalions  50,000 

$878,198 
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H.  R.  26.  For  the  support  of  the  military  academy 
fur  the  year  1840. 

For  pay  of  officers,  cadets  and  musi- 
cians $59,228 

For  subsistence  of  officers  and  cadets  40,004 
For  forage  of  officers’  tiorses  3,936 

For  clothing  of  officers’  servants  390 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  tile  board 

of  visiters  at  West  Point  2,009 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  printing, 

transportation  and  postage  12,931  45 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  expen- 
ses of  buildings,  grounds,  roads, 
wharves,  boats  and  fences  7,757  50 

For  pay  of  adjutants  and  disbursing  of- 
ficer’s clerks  950 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  libra- 
ry 1,000 

For  binding  books  injured  at  the  fire  in 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight, and  imported  stitched  300 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental 


726  25 
500 
715  25 
724  75 
338  75 
240 
310 


expenses 

For  the  department  of  engineering 
For  ttie  department  of  philosophy 
For  the  department  of  chemistry 
For  the  department  of  drawing 
For  the  department  of  tactics 
For  the  department  of  artillery 

$132,051  95 

H.  R.  3.  For  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year 

1840. 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners  under 
the  act  of  eighteenth  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen  112,132 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
under  the  act  ot  fourth  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six  23,676 

For  five  years  pensions  to  widows  un- 
der the  act  of  seventh  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight  863,540 

For  half  pay  pensioners  10,000 

For  arrearages  1,500 


$1,010,848 

H.  R.  4.  For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  Jorty. 

For  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  In- 
dian department,  viz: 

Foi  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of 
Indian  atlairs  at  St.  Louis,  and  the 
several  Indian  ag  nts,  as  provided 
by  the  acts  of  June  thirtieth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  four,  and  of 
March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty  seven 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents,  authorised 
by  the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-four 
Fo  r the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  autho- 
rised by  ttie  same  act 
For  presents  to  Indians,  authorised  by 
the  same  act 

For  the  purchase  oT  provisions  for  In- 
dians, at  the  distribution  ot  annuities, 
while  on  visits  of  business  with  the 
superintendents  and  agents  and  when 
assembled  on  public  business 
For  the  necessary  buildings  required  at 
the  several  agencies,  and  repairs 
thereof 

For  postages,  rents,  stationery,  fuel  for 
offices  and  other  contingencies  of  the 
Indian  department,  and  fcr  transpor- 
tation and  incidental  expenses 
For  the  salary  ofxme  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  ot  Indian  affairs, 
south  of  the  Missouri  river 
For  carrying  into  etfect  the  stipulations 
of  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  the 
laws  connected  therewith,  viz: 

For  the  Christian  Indians 
For  the  Chippewas,  of  the  Mississippi 
For  expenses  incurred  by  the  commis- 
sioner in  examination  of  claims  under 
the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  with  said  Chippewas  of 
the  Mississippi 

For  the  Chippewas  of  Saganaw 
For  expenses  attending  the  examina- 
tion of  claims  against  said  Chippe- 
was of  Saganaw  under  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-seven 
For  the  Chippewas,  Menomonies.Win- 

nebagoes  and  New  York  Indians  1,500 


16,500 


13,000 

11,300 

5,000 


11,800 


2,000 


36,500 


1,000 


400 

35,000 


300 

5,S00 


3,550 


For  the  Chippewas,  Ottowas  and  Pot- 
tawatomies 34.290 

For  the  Choctaws  55,475 

For  the  Creeks  63,940 

For  payment  of  the  claim  presented  by 
the  Alabama  emigrating  company, 
and  allowed  by  the  accounting  officers  38,646 
For  the  Chickasaws  6,000 

For  the  Cherokees  7,640 

For  the  Delawares  10,344 

For  the  Caddoes  10,000 

For  the  Florida  Indians  9,610 

For  the  Iowas  7.875 

For  the  Kickapoos  5,500 

For  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias  3,000 

For  the  Kanzas  6 040 

For  the  Miamies  52,678 

For  expenses  of  the  commission  to  ex- 
amine claims  under  the  fifth  and  sixth 
articles  of  the  Miami  treaty  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  appropriation  of  last  year  1,500 
For  assistance  in  agriculture,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Octobtr  sixth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen  200 

For  the  Eel  Rivers  1,100 

For  the  Menomonies  31,830 

For  the  Omahas  4,740 

For  the  Ottowas  and  Chippewas  62,465 

For  the  Oltoes  and  Missourias  5,640 

For  the  Osages  34,406 

For  the  erection  of  houses  for  smiths, 
under  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Osages,  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  800 

For  expenses  attending  the  examination 
of  claims  under  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Osages,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  appropriation  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  1,100 

For  the  Ottowas  4,300 

For  the  Pottawatomies  20,200 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  Huron  400 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  the  Prairie  16,000 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  the  Wabash  30,200 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  Indiana  17,000 

For  the  Piankeshaws  800 

For  the  Pawnees  9,600 

For  the  Quapaws  4,660 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York  4,500 

For  the  Senecas  of  New  York  6,000 

For  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi  42,510 

For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux  4,300 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri  7,870 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi  54,540 
For  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  Iowas,  Sioux, 

Omahaws,  and  Ottoes  and  Missourias  3,000 
For  the  Sliawnees  7,180 

For  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  2,060 

For  the  Senecas  2,660 

For  the  Wvandots  6,840 

For  the  Weas  3,000 

For  the  Wyandots,  Munsee3  and  Dela- 
wares 1,000 

For  the  Winnebagoes  92,860 

For  the  expenses  of  the  commission  ap- 
pointed to  examine  claims  under  the 
treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes,  in  lieu 
of  the  same  sum  appropriated  last 
year  for  the  Sioux  erroneously  5,500 

For  expenses  attending  the  removal  of 
the  Winnebago  Indians  from  their 
present  residence,  in  Wiskonsin,  to 
the  actual  ground  across  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  estimating  the  number  at 
four  thousand  five  hundred,  to  cost 
ten  dollars  each  45,000 

For  the  erection  of  a gristmill  for  the 
Winnebagoes,  as  stipulated  in  the 
sixth  clause  of  the  fouith  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them  of  November 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-se- 
ven  3,000 

For  expenses  of  breaking  up  and  fenc- 
ing in  ground  after  the  removal  of  the 
Winnebagoes,  as  per  seventh  clause 
of  fourth  article  of  the  same  treaty  10,000 

To  carry  into  efFect  the  treaty  of  the 
third  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  with  the  Stockbridge 
and  Munsee  tiibesof  Indians,  ratified 
sixteenth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  36,265  40 

For  payment  of  a balance  due  for  sup- 
plies furnished  to  the  Creek  Indians, 
and  medical  services  rendered  to 
those  Indians,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disturbances  in  the  Creek 
country  and  before  and  during  the  re- 
moval of  the  said  Indians  west  of  the 


Mississippi,  which  accounts  were  in- 
curred under  the  direction  of  the  pro- 
per officers  or  agents  of  I he  goi  em- 
inent 7,741  44 

For  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  a 
division  <>f  the  lands  of  the  Brother- 
town  Indians  among  the  members  of 
the  tribe,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  third  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  entitled,  “an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Brothertown 
Indians  in  the  territory  ol  Wiskon- 
sin” the  duties  having  been  perform- 
ed and  the  accounts  presented  1,830 


$1,039,125  84 


PRIVATE. 

H.  R.  30.  Ebenezer  Lobdell 

1,075  39 

Do.  34.  James  W.  Taylor 

110 

Do.  37.  Gamaliel  E.  Smith 

500 

Do.  40.  Cornelius  Tiers 

1,200 

Do.  46.  John  T.  Addoms 

100 

Do.  47.  Capt.  John  Dow  nes 

723  60 

Do.  50.  Meigs  D Benjamin 

2<J0  46 

Do.  54.  George  Willis 

80 

Do.  57.  Robert  Milnor  and  John 

Thompson 

3,757  23 

Do.  59.  Nathan  Levy 

378 

Do.  65.  James  Brewer 

100 

Do.  Mathew  Lyon’s  heirs 

1,060  96 

S.  56.  Alvarez  Fisk  and  Thomas 

P. 

Eskridge 

4,750  45 

John  II.  Jacocks 

430 

$13,466  09 

RECAPITULATION. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  list 

10,325,113  63 

Army 

5,283,677  04 

Navy 

5,003,557  21 

Fortifications 

878,198 

Military  academy 

132,051  95 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 

1,010.848 

Indian  department,  treaties,  &lc. 

1,039  125  84 

Private 

13,466  09 

$23,686,037  76 

Statement  of  the  new  offices  created  and  the  salaries  of 
each;  and,  also  a statement  of  the  offices  the  saluries 
of  which  are  increased,  and  the  amount  of  such  in- 
crease, during  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-sixth 
congress,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  July,  1836,  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  additional  payments,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

By  the  act  to  amend  the  act,  “to  provide  for  tak- 
ing the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  United 
States,  approved  March  3d,  ls39: 

Superintending  clerk  per  annum  $1,500 

Recording  clerk  800 

Assistant  clerk  650 

Packer  and  folder  650 

By  the  act  to  cany  into  efFect  a convention 
between  the  United  States  and  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico: 

Two  commissioners,  each  to  receive  at  the 
rate  of  $3,0(10  per  annum 
Secretary,  at  the  rate  of,  per  annum 
By  the  act  to  provide  lor  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue: 

Four  receivers’  general,  viz: 

One  at  New  York,  salary 
One  at  Boston 
One  at  Charleston 
One  at  St.  Louis 

Clerks  not  exceeding  ten,  whose  aggregate 
compensation  shall  not  exceed 
By  the  act  to  continue  the  office  of  commis- 
sion of  pensions,  and  to  transfer  the  pen- 
sion business  heretofore  transacted  in  the 
navy  department  to  that  office: 

A commissioner  of  pensions  at  the  annual 
salary  of 

The  offices  the  salaries  of  which  have  been 
increased, with  the  amount  of  such  increase: 
Treasurer  ofthe  branch  mint  at  Philadelphia, 
for  additional  duties  imposed  by  the  act  “to 
provide  for  the  collection,  satekeeping, 
transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money” 

Treasurer  of  the  branch  mint  at  N.  Orleans, 
for  additional  duties  imposed  by  the  same 
act 


6,000 

2,000 


4.000 
2,500 
2,500 
2,500 

8.000 


2,500 


500 


1,000 

$35,100 

Commissioner  of  public  buildings  fo  equal  the 
commissioner  of  patents. 
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Albert  Barnes.  A specimen  of  the  true  spirit  of 
Christian,  as  well  as  of  our  republican  doctrines.  At  tile 
late  commencement  at  Union  college,  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  D.  D.  was  conferred  upon  the  rev.  Albert 
Barnes,  of  Philadelphia.  He  declined  the  honor,  for 
the  reason  that  he  believes,  “such  titles  among  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel,  are  not  consistent  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Saviour’s  requirements,  and  that  they  are  forbid- 
den to  receive  them.’’ 

Banking  capital.  In  1835,  the  banking  capital  of 
the  United  States  was  a little  over  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  and  a quarter  millions.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year  it  was  a fraction  less  than  three 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  millions  and  a half:  thus  it  in- 
creased fifty  per  cent,  in  five  years.  This  plethora  of 
our  monetary  system  is  now  undergoing  depletion,  and 
the  amount  of  currency  forced  out  of  circulation  the 
present  year  is  estimated  at  not  less  than  thirty  millions. 

[Sun. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  Rumors  were  industriously 
circula'ed  last  week  in  New  York  that  Mr.  Biddle  had 
flopped  4 payment , and  the  credit  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  of 
Pa.  was  effected  for  an  instant.  Enquiry,  however, 
soon  quieted  the  alarm.  It  was  ascertained  that  Mr. 
B.  neither  owed  the  bank  nor  any  otie  else  a single  dol- 
lar, and  had  stopped  payment  for  the  best  reason  he 
could  have. 

Cabinet  making— Paris.  The  cabinet  making  trade 
in  Paris,  is  said  to  give  occupation  to  four  thousand 
workmen,  and  its  annual  amountis  valued  at  12,500,000 
francs,  of  which  one  million  is  for  exportation. 

Carrier  pigeons.  Capt.  Jones,  of  ship  Flavius,  of 
New  York,  who  arrived  at  Newcastle,  E.  June  6,  from 
Antwerp,  reported  that  on  the  2d,  at  noon,  in  latitude 
52  10  N.  longitude  3 25  E.  a pigeon  alighted  on  board, 
which  was  found  to  be  a bearer  ol  despatches  from 
Paris,  dated  May  31,  relating  to  the  “sulphur  trade,” 
and  also  news  from  Spain;  being  a distance  ol  250 
miles.  The  bird  also  bore  a note  in  French,  stating 
that  a pigeon  had  been  received  that  day,  and  that  two 
more  witTi  despatches  had  been  sent  away.  The  pigeon 
was  probably  exhausted  during  its  flight,  as  it  allowed 
itself  to  be  easily  caugnt  on  board  the  Flavius. 

Castings.  The  brass  castings  intended  for  the  new 
steam  frigate  at  Philadelphia,  weigh  thirty-two  thou- 
sand pounds. 

Cotton.  At  Petersburg  Va.  on  the  4th,  it  was  noted 
as  a remarkable  fact  that  not  a bale  of  cotton  was  in 
that  market. 

At  New  Orleans  there  were  on  hand  on  the  31st  July, 
21,645  bales.  Receipts  of  the  week  856,  clearances 
10,51)5.  The  only  sales  that  have  transpired  are  100 
bales  Lou.  fair  at  9j;  122do  at  9§,  and  50  bales  at 8i. 

Liverpool  classification,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. — 
Ordinary  53a6|;  middling  72aS2;  fair  9|a9|;  good  fair 
lOjall,  good  and  fine  12a00. 

August  4.  Heavy  sales  have  been  made  since  the 
above  at  | advance.  We  have  now  18,504  bales  on 
hand. 

The  crops  of  Illinois  this  season  will  be  one  of  the 
most  productive  that  it  has  ever  experienced.  If  any 
crop  has  suffered,  it  is  the  potatoes,  and  perhaps  the  oat 
crop. 

Crops  in  England.  A New  York  merchant,  who 
went  out  to  England  in  the  Great  Western  on  the  1st 
July,  writes  from  London,  24th  July. 

“I  was  surprised  to  hear  of  apprehensions  of  a de- 
ficient grain  crop,  and  I believe  the  cry  about  danger 
is  a humbug.  1 never  saw  fields  look  so  well  as  those 
all  along  the  road  from  Bristol,  and  whosoever  I asked 
(and  I asked  a good  many  people),  told  me  the  pros- 
pects for  an  abundant  harvest  never  looked  better.” 

Deaths  during  the  week  ending  the  8th  instant,  in 
Philadelphia  122,  of  which  73  were  children. 

At  Washington  city  44  deaths  occurred  during  the 
month  of  July. 

The  hon.  Abraham  Canttne  and  hon.  Ara  C.  Clarke, 
both  judges  in  the  state  of  New  York,  died  last  week 
— the  latter  very  suddenly. 

William  Fay,  esq.  who  has  been  for  nearly  fifty 
years  editor  of  the  Rutland  (Vt.)  Herald,  died  a few 
days  ago,  in  that  village,  “full  of  years”  and  much  la- 
mented. 

Facility  of  travelling  in  Europe.  The  Boston 
Evening  Gazette  says,  that  Mr.  W.  M.  Andrews,  who 
came  passenger  in  the  Britannia,  has  made  a rapid 
tour  from  Malta  to  Boston.  He  left  that  island  on  the 
evening  of  the  loth  of  June,  and  since  that  period  has 
visited  Naples,  Leghorn,  Civita  Vecchia,  Marseilles, 
passed  over  land  60D  miles  to  Paris,  from  there  to 
Havre,  crossing  over  to  London,  and  from  thence,  in 
the  Britannia,  to  Boston  via  Halifax.  All  this  he  ae- 
complised  in  the  short  space  of  thirty-two  days — and 
time  enough  being  allowed  to  see  all  that  was  necessa- 
ry to  be  seen  at  the  different  cities. 

Fall  River,  Mass,  contains  a population  of  6.743. 
In  1330,  4,159.  Increase,  2,534.  Increase  since  1837, 
334. 

Flour.  The  last  news  from  England  lias  advanced 
prices  about  25  cents  per  barrel.  The  N.  York  Ex- 
press of  the  9th  says:  “There  are  a number  of  orders 
in  the  market,  and  several  thousand  bbls.  of  Ohio  and 
western  have  been  taken  at  5^.  Holders  here  now 
put  prices  to  5^  to  5|  for  western  and  Ohio,  and  5j 
southern. 


At  Baltimore,  the  inspections  of  the  last  week  were 
10,978  bbls.  and  299  fialf  bbls.  The  receiving  price  is 
quoted  at  $5;  sales  have  been  made  at  $5  25  and  $5  37 
is  asked  by  holders  for  good  brands,  and  $5  50  fir  city 
mills. 

The  giraffe.  The  only  surviving  giraffe,  of  those 
which  have  been  exhibited  through  this  country,  is 
now  at  Flemitigsburg,  Ky.  All  the  rest  have  yielded 
to  the  unpropitious  climate. 

John  Joseph  Gurney.  It  is  stated  in  the  Newark 
Advertiser  that  the  charitable  donations  of  this  distin- 
guished English  friend,  amounted  during  his  sojourn 
in  this  country,  to  20,000  dollars. 

Longevity.  The  deputy  U.  S.  marshal,  employed 
in  taking  the  census  of  the  filth  ward,  New  York,  re- 
ports that  there  is  residing  in  Duane  street,  an  old  lady 
112  years  and  5 months  of  age.  The  old  lady  still  re- 
tains possession  of  all  her  faculties,  both  mental  and 
physical,  to  a truly  remarkable  degree. 

Lunatics.  A return  has  been  presented  to  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  which  states  that  duringlast  year  there 
were  received  at  the  various  asylums  in  Great  Britain, 
944  lunatics.  Since  their  opening,  to  the  1st  of  March 
last,  the  number  was  9,773. 

Mr.  Levis.  This  individual  has  not  returned  with 
Mr.  Newell,  who  went  after  him,  but  is  said  to  have 
made  some  important  disclosures  in  relation  to  the 
Schuylkill  hank. 

The  miller’s  year.  Allof  us  understand  that  ayear 
is  a period  of  365  dajs;  many  of  us  when  commences 
and  terminates  the  fiscal  year,  especially  if  we  are  go- 
vernment officers;  but  not  as  many,  probably,  what 
constitutes  the  miller's  year.  The  miller’s  year  com- 
mences with  July  and  ends  with  June.  The  last  mil- 
ler’s year,  then,  was  more  prolific  for  the  city  of  Balti- 
more than  she  ha?  ever  before  witnessed,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  flour,  her  inspections  within  that  period 
amounting  to  733,879  barrels,  and  24,796  half  barrels; 
or  allowing  two  half  barrels  equal  to  one  whole  barrel, 
the  number  of’  barrels  of  wheat  flour  was  746,277! 
This  number  at  $5  per  barrel,  and  the  aggregate  is 
three  million  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars! 

[Commercial  Journal. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  In  1830,  the  population  was 
10,678;  the  present  population  14,363;  increase  3,685. — 
There  are  29  revolutionary  pensioners  in  the  town. 

Nev  Orleans.  The  True  American  estimates  the 
result  of  the  census  at  47,0J0  for  the  first  municipality; 
23,000  for  the  second;  25.000  tor  the  third;  and  5,000  for 
Lafayette — total  100,000.  Had  the  census  been  taken 
in  the  winter  insteaJ  of  the  middle  of  summer,  the  edi- 
tor thinks  the  second  municipality  would  have  doubled 
what  it  now  contains. 

The  Picayune  says: — “There  is  less  disease  in  New 
Orleans  at  this  time  than  in  any  city  of  its  population 
in  the  union.’’  The  Bulletin  of  the  3d  states  that  one 
case  of  yellow  fever  and  two  of  malignant  fever  had 
occurred. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  It  appears  by  the  census  just 
completed,  that  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in 
Pourtsmouth,  is  7,834.  In  1S30  the  number  returned 
was  8,082 — decrease  in  ten  years  193. 

Railways.  The  Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road 
company  are  preparing  a very  bright  light  with  power- 
ful reflectors,  to  be  placed  in  front  of  a locomotive 
which  is  to  run  with  a freight  train  on  that  road  afier 
night.  The  transportation  of  freight  by  night  is  a very 
material  gain  in  point  of  time,  and  diminishes  the 
chanci  s of  collisions,  while  the  slow  rate  of  travel 
enables  a locomotive  to  draw  heavier  loads  without 
injury  to  the  road. 

The  London  & Blackwall  railway  has  been  opened  ■ 
to  the  public,  and  67,154  pet  sons  were  conveyed  in 
eleven  days  in  the  passenger  trains.  20,000  persons 
were  ready  to  go  on  the  new  railway  on  a Sunday;  only 
half  of  whom  could  be  conveyed,  as  hut  one  track  is 
yet  completed.  It  is  supposed  that  this  railway  will 
prove  one  of  the  most  pn  triable  in  England. 

The  enormous  sum  of  .£16,723  vva3  taken  on  the 
Brimingham  railway  in  one  week. 

Eight  thousand  men  are  constantly  employed  on  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  railway,  which  great  nation- 
al undertaking,  when  finished,  will  give  anew  impulse 
to  Scutland. 

Ruins  of  Palenque.  The  New  York  Star  states, 
that  our  charge  to  Guatemala,  Mr.  Stephens,  will  soon 
publish,  in  two  volumes,  an  account  of  his  extraordina- 
ry discoveries  of  ancient  ruins  in  that  part  of  South 
America,  made  during  his  recent  visit  there. 

The  ship  Saluda,  Parsons,  cleared  at  Norfolk,  on 
the  3d  inst.  for  Monrovia,  (Africa). 

The  Philadelphia  papers  state  that  she  is  now  at  an- 
chor off'  Bombay  in  distress,  hut  give  no  particnlars. 

Saratoga.  There  were  1 ,450  arrivals  at  Saratoga, 
during  the  week  ending  on  the  2d  inst.  and  the  number 
of  strangers  then  present  was  about  3,000. 

Seamen.  It  is  estimated  that  no  less  than  2,000,000 
of  the  human  family  are  engaged  upon  the  ocean,  in 
conducting  the  mantine  operations  between  different 
nations;  and  of  this  number,  no  less  than  180,000  are 
seamen  connected  with  American  vessels. 

Slave  trade  decision.  The  schooner  Catharine 
sent  in  by  a British  cruiser  as  being  intended  for  the 
slave  trade,  is  discharged  by  the  decision  ol  judge  Betts, 


United  States  court,  New  York.  He  decides  that 
though  fitted  out  for  the  slave  trade  in  the  United  States, 
and  sent  to  a foreign  port  for  the  purpose  of  being  (here 
sold  to  another  parly,  with  a view  to  the  prosecution  of 
ilmt  trade,  yet  being  seized  while  making  the  prel. milia- 
ry voyage — as  was  the  case  with  the  Catharine,  does  not 
bring  her  within  the  statute. 

Slave  trader  convicted.  A slaver  tried  in  New  York 
has  been  found  guilty  of  serving  as  mate  on  board  the 
Sarah  Anne  in  the  slave  trade.  The  punishment  af- 
fixed by  law  to  this  offence  shall  not  exceed  $2,000  fine, 
and  ten  years  imprisonment. 

Silk.  M.  Bertelli,  a large  land  owner  near  Alexan- 
dria, in  Piedmont,  as  stated  in  a letter  from  Turin,  has 
discovered  a method  of  making  silk  worms  spin  their 
cocoons  of  a red  or  blue  color,  so  that  the  silk  will,  in 
its  natural  state,  have  one  or  other  of  these  tints,  which 
are  riot  only  of  great  beauty  but  indelible.  M.  Bertelli 
has  not  disclosed  his  secret,  but  it  is  supposed  to  con- 
sist in  certain  preparation  of  the  mulberry  leaves  with 
which  the  worms  are  fed. 

The  sea  serpent  has  been  repeatedly  seen  this  sea- 
son by  our  eastern  brethren  in  its  usual  haunts.  At 
Cohasset,  a party  of  five  or  six  persons,  among  whom 
was  a sea  captain  of  no  inconsiderable  experience, 
watched  his  motions  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  dur- 
ing a part  of  which  time  he  approached  within  thirty 
rods  of  the  shore.  None  of  the  party  had  the  slightest 
doubt  as  to  its  nature. 

Steamers.  Two  war  steamers,  each  600  tons  bur- 
then, are  in  process  of  building  in  New  York,  for  the 
Spanish  government. 

The  Philadtphia  Inquirer  intimates  that  success  is 
likely  to  crown  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  engaged  in 
the  endeavor  to  establish  aline  of  steam  ships  between 
that  city  and  England. 

Steamboats.  M.  Salvany  in  his  report  to  the  French 
chambers  on  steam  navigation,  says  that  Great  Britain 
possesses  740  steamboats,  of  various  powers,  of  a force 
in  all  of  64,700  horses,  in  addition  to  70  steamers  be- 
long to  the  royal  navy. 

On  the  6th  the  steam  chimney  or  steam  chamber  of 
the  Erie,  captain  Titus,  burst,  when  ascending  the  De- 
troit river,  about  3 miles  above  Malden,  by  which  sad 
accident,  six  persons  were  scalded,  and  Mr.  Baby, 
sheriff  of  the  western  district,  (U.  C.)  was  drowned, 
he  having  in  his  fright  jumped  overboard. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  shares  have  been  sold  this 
week  in  New  York  at  64J  to  66. 

The  recent  sale  of  1,000,000  Illinois  sixes,  made  in 
London  by  col.  Thornton  atS2a83  (the  N.  York  Ame- 
rican says  at  85)  was  not  made  on  oehalf  of  the  state, , 
which  by  law  foibids  sales  below  par,  but  on  behalf  of 
the  canal  contractors — and  is  the  lowest  price  that  our 
state  stocks  have  yet  sold  at  in  London,  equal  to  8 per 
cent,  for  a 6 per  cent,  stock. 

Suicide  in  London.  The  number  of  suicides  com- 
mitted in  London  from  1770  to  1830,  a period  of  sixty 
years,  amounted  to  7,190 — of  which  4,337  were  by 
men,  and  2,853  by  women. 

Temperance.  A new  steamboat  has  been  built  for 
the  Ohio  river  at  Cincinnati,  on  temperance  principles 
entirely.  Her  owners,  as  weil  as  all  connected  with 
the  boat,  are  temperate,  and  there  "will  not  be  a drop  of 
intoxicating  drink  on  board. 

The  rev.  Maginnis  of  this  borough,  the  first  Catholic 
clergyman  in  this  country  who  engaged  in  this  glorious 
cause,  has  assured  us  that  the  society  connected  wilh 
his  church,  now  numbers  upwards  of  2,400  members, 
a larger  number  perhaps  than  is  connected  with  any 
other  church  in  the  country. 

[ Potlsville  Mined s Journal. 

Father  Mathew,  of  Ireland,  the  great  Catholic  cru- 
sader lor  temperance,  has  now  administered  the  pledge 
to  two  millions  of  persons.  This  is  practical  temper- 
ance. 

Tobacco.  The  total  amount  of  inspections  in  Virgi- 
nia this  year,  up  to  the  31st  July,  was  48.265  hogsheads. 
There  are,  at  this  time,  in  James  river,  19  vessels  load- 
ing and  up  for  foreign  ports,  which  will  carry  out  a total 
amount.of  11,720  hhds.  of  tobacco.  There  are  also 
three  vessels  about  to  clear  with  6,250  bbls.  of  flour. 

Amount  inspected  last  week  in  Baltimore,  645  hhds. 
of  Maryland,  351  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky — total  1,004. 

New  Orleans,  July  30.  Receipts  of  the  week  205  hhds. 
elearences  do.  146;  stock  on  hand  10,371  hhds.  Prices 
have  not  materially  varied  since  last  quotations. 

Turning  in  Stone.  Mr.  Tyre,  a stone  cutter,  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.  has  succeeded  in  turning  the  bases  of 
two  of  the  columns  for  the  new  court  house,  in  that 
city.  It  is  slated  that  one  hand  working  at  the  lathe 
can  in  less  than  a week  from  the  square  bio,  k,  finish  a 
base  lour  feet  in  diameter,  and  t wo  and  half  tons 
weight,  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  a work  that  re- 
quired a single  hand,  with  mallet  and  chisel,  five  or  six 
weeks  to  accomplish. 

Weather.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  rain  has 
fallen  in  Tennessee  during  the  months  of  June  and  July. 
The  Nashville  Whig  states  it  was  double  the  quantity 
which  has  fallen  in  any  summer  for  some  years  hack. 
The  small  grain  has  consequently  suffered  injury,  but 
the  corn  and  cotton  have  not  been  affected. 

Wheat.  Good  red  commands  $1  11  to  $1  13,  and 
prime  white  $1  20  in  the  Baltimore  market. 

The  Wheeling  Times  of  Tuesday  says  that  the  price 
of  wheat  has  declined  to  forty  cents  per  bushel. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  new  steamer  President  left  Liverpool  on  the 
1st  inst.  and  arrived  at  New  Sfork  on  the  17th,  her 
first  trip.  She  is  registered  at  3,000  tons  burthen 
and  has  an  engine  of  600  horse  power.  She 
brought  out  44  passengers  and  COO  tons  of  freight. 

The  steamer  Acadia,  capt.  Miller,  one  ot  Mr. 
Canard’s  line,  left  Liverpool  at  3 P.  M.  on  the  4th 
inst.  arrived  ofi  Halifax  at  6 o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  (he  15th, say  in  10  day3  6 hours,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  a thick  fog  from  making  the  pert  until  7 
P.  M.  She  left  Halifax  in  six  hours  and  reached 
Boston  in  34,  making  the  entire  passage  in  13  days 
6 hours,  being  the  shortest  passage  ever  made  from 
England  to  the  U.  States. 

By  the  latter  arrival  we  have  Liverpool  dates  cf 
the  4th  and  London  to  the  3d  inst. 

1 he  aspect  ol  affairs  in  Europe  is  not  as  pacific 
as  heretofore.  The  French  government  dissent 
bom  a treaty  which  is  in  progress  with  the  four 
other  powers,  lor  settling  the  question  between 
Turkey  and  Egypt — or  rather  France  has  not  been 
consulted  in  the  case,  and  takes  umberage  at  tile 
proceeding. 

A statement,  which  is  attributed  to  lord  Ellenbo- 
rougli,  appeared  in  the  London  Morning  Post  of  the 
24th  July,  which  says,  that  the  affairs  of  the  east 
have  undergone  a most  important  change,  and  have 
been  hurried  into  a career,  where  the  least  untoward 
movement  may  produce  results  fatal  to  the  equili- 
brium and  harmony  of  the  European  powers. 

Alarmed  at  the  concessions  proffered  by  Mehe- 
met  Ah  to  the  sultan,  which  might  have  led  to  im- 
mediate reconciliation,  lord  Palmerston  issued  in- 
stiuctions  to  lord  Ponsonby  to  keep  up  bv  all 
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means  the  feud  between  the  liege  lord  and  his  great 
vassal. 

In  the  meantime  lord  Palmerston  signed  a com 
pact  with  Austria,  Prussia  and  Russia,  not  only  op 
posed  lo  and  excluding  France,  but  unknown  to  the 
latter  power  until  signed  and  acted  upon.  The  terms 
dictated  to  the  pacha  are  worse  than  before  the  bat 
tie  of  Nezib,  giving  him  only  ten  days  to  accept  or 
refuse.  After  the  lapse  of  that  time  still  worse  con- 
ditions are  to  be  proposed  for  bis  acceptance;  and  if 
alter  tile  expiralion  of  a month  tie  has  not  compli- 
ed, the  will  of  the  conference  is  to  be  enforced  vi  el 
arrnis. 

The  English  and  French  papers  are  filled  with 
long  articles,  some  of  them  highly  inflammatory  in 
their  character,  called  lorth  by  the  article  referred 
to.  War  and  preparations  for  war  are  their  burden, 
and  affairs  have  rather  an  alarming  aspect. 

The  following  dialogue  look  place  in  the  English 
house  of  lords  on  the  30th  of  July. 

Lord  Strangford  wished  to  put  a question  to  the 
noble  viscount  at  the  head  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment on  a subject  which  much  interested  the  public 
mind.  During  the  last  few  days  accounts  had  ap- 
peared in  tile  public  journals  of  this  country  and  of 
France,  stating  that  a treaty  had  been  concluded 
between  the  great  continental  powers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a settlement  of  the  disputes  be- 
tween Turkey  and  Egypt,  but  that  France  was  not 
a consenting  or  a signing  parly. 

Now,  he  did  not  wish  to  ask  the  noble  viscount 
any  thing  whatever  as  to  the  terms  or  stipulations 
of  the  rumored  treaty,  but  he  w as  most  anxious  to 
know  whether  such  a tieaty  had  been  agreed  upon 
and  did  exist.  The  public  were  deeply  interested 
upon  the  subject. 

Lord  Melbourne  said  it  was  certainly  true  that 
negoliations  had  been  carried  on  between  the  go- 
vernments of  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  England, 
and  the  sublime  porte,  the  subject  of  which  were 
the  pacification  of  matters  in  the  Levant,  and  set- 
tling the  affairs  of  the  east.  It  was  also  certainly 
true  that  the  negotiations  were  considerably  ad- 
vanced, but  they  could  not  be  considered  settled 
until  ratified  by  the  different  powers.  France  was 
not  a party  to  the  negotiation. 

Lord  Brougham.  Is  it  true  that  France  is  not  a 
consenting  party  to  the  negotiations,  and  that  she 
had  taken  no  part  in  them  up  to  the  period  of  their 
completion? 

Lord  Melbourne.  It  is  certainly  true  that  France 
is  not  a consenting  or  a signing  party. 

Lord  Brougham  (emphatically ).  Then  Ideepty 
rpgret  it,  and  I cannot  express  my  regret  in  too 
strong  a manner.  The  subject  then  dropped. 

The  London  morning  papers  of  the  3rd  A ugust,  in 
common  with  those  of  the  whole  of  the  preceding 
week,  are  filled  with  comments  011  the  menacing 
tone  and  attitude  of  France,  who  is  terribly  indig- 
nant that  England,  Russia  and  Prussia  should  at- 
tempt to  coerce  Mehemet  Ali,  and  prevent  him  car- 
rying into  effect  his  designs  against  the  sultan. 

The  Monrteur  of  Saturday  launches  its’officiai 
announcement  that  the  reserve  of  the  conscription 
ol  1836  is  called  into  activity,  as  also  the  entire  con- 
scription of  1839.  This,  with  the  recal  of  the  sol- 
diers en  conge,  will  make  an  increase  of  about 
100,000  rnen.  Thanks  to  Algiers,  the  conscription 
of  1837  and  183S  has  been  swallowed  up  there.  In 
addition,  it  officially  corroborates  the  previous  an- 
nouncement of  the  Debats,  that  power  has  been  gi- 
ven  or  assumed  by  a royal  ordonnance,  signed  on  the 
2Sih,  to  raise  funds  for  adding  10,600  seamen  to  the 
French  navy,  with  five  sail  ol  the  line,  thirteen  fri- 
gates, and  nine' steamboats. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  says  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle of  yesterday,  that  lliD  force,  in  addition  to  (hat 
already  possessed  by  the  French  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  in  conjunction  with  the  Turkish  and 
Egyptian  vessels,  forms  a very  menacing  fleet. 
The  support  of  Egypt  by  France  has  been  all  along 
given  with  this  view,  of  rivalling  and  competing 
with  our  naval  force.  Tins  is  the  secret  of  French 
choier  and  French  menaces.  If  England  makes  no 
menaces,  and  publishes  no  ordonnances  in  return — 
if  the  time . should  come  for  an  appeal  to  force,  it 
will  be  found  that  site  is  not  unprepared  to  defend 
her  naval  supremacy. 

The  first  effect  of  these  ordonnances,  says  the 
Times  of  yesterday , upon  Die  fund®,  was  unfnvoi able. 


and  stocks  recovered.  If  our  private  correspondent 
be  well  informed,  further  improvement  may  be  ex- 
pected, for  he  asserts  that  although  much  hurt  by 
Die  proceedings  of  lord  Palmerston,  (who  has  all 
the  credit  of  the  new  treaty)  king  Louis  Phillippe 
was  still  determined  on  cultivating  the  friendship  of 
this  country,  and  on  maintaining  general  peace. 
Still  it  would  appear  that  the  most  sanguine  in  their 
hopes  that  war  w ill  be  averted,  were  compelled  to 
admit  that  chance  might  defeat  the  intentions  ot 
his  majesty,  and  involve  the  world  in  hostility. 

The  latest  accounts  Iroin  Alexandria  state  that 
the  intelligence  received  there  from  Syria  on  the  5th 
of  July,  had  made  a deep  impression  on  Mehemet 
Ali,  and  had  evidently  filled  him  with  alarm. 

The  Constitutionnel  (M.  Thier’s  organ)  again 
says:  “France  should  be  prepared  for  all  eventuali- 
ties. It  will  not  see  with  cold  blood  a hand  placed 
on  the  Turkish  empire.  All  alone  as  she  is,  she 
has  an  immense  power — material  and  moral.  Her 
material  position  consists  in  a population  admirable 
by  its  compact  unity  and  its  passion  for  ttie  glory 
of  arms,  for  grandeur  oblained  by  justice.  It  con- 
sists of  the  best  finances  in  the  world,  in  200,000,000 
of  reserve  accumulated  at  the  bank,  150,000,000 
laid  by  for  internal  improvement,  in  two  millions  of 
royal  forests,  and  of  300,000,000  the  war  budget. 
Without  a loan,  without  even  the  sale  of  its  woods, 
France  could  have,  in  a short  time,  700,000,000  dis- 
posed to  make  head  against  its  enemies.” 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  regencj’  bill  had  its  first  reading  in  the  house 
of  commons  on  Monday,  July  29.  It  had  its  se- 
cond on  Wednesday,  went  through  committee  on 
the  30th,  and  was  to  have  received  its  third  reading 
on  Ihe  31st. 

The  punishment  of  death  bill  has  been  defeated 
by  a majority  of  27  in  the  commons. 

The  Canada  clergy  reserves  bill  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed  on  the  23th  u It. 

The  Liverpool  papeis  say  that  for  the  last  few 
weeks  there  had  been  a eonsideiable  revival  of  ex- 
port of  manufactured  goods  to  the  United  States. 

The  weather  and  Ihe  crops.  There  lias  been  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  weather  within  the 
last  few  days,  which  revived  the  hope  of  a good 
harvest.  From  all  accounts,  the  grain  crops  are 
generally  good — in  some  instances  extremely  abun- 
dant; and^reen  crops  are,  with  few  exceptions, 
highly  promising.  [ Scottish  Standurd. 

During  most  of  last  week  and  the  week  previous, 
harvest  prospects  began  to  appear  gloomy,  and  on 
Saturday  the  gloom  was  heightened  by  a heavy  and 
incessant  rain.  Since  then,  however,  a most  salu- 
tary change  has  taken  place. 

[ Irish  paper,  July  28. 

The  harvest  has  commenced  in  this  county.  On 
Saturday  last,  wheat  reaping  partially  begun,  and 
barley  in  fine  condition  was  cut.  The  straw  of  all 
kinds  of  grain  is  short,  and,  like  hay,  will  fetch  a 
good  price  in  the  coming  season.  [ Kentish  Gaz. 

The  correspondent  ol  the  Courier  Ik  Enquirer 
writes,  London,  July  31st,  1840.  I send  you,  by 
the  President— which  to-morrow  leaves  Liverpool 
in  even  more  majestic  style  of  arrangement,  orna- 
ment and  speed,  tiian  the  British  Queen  herself — 
Die  following  account  of  the  state  ol  affairs,  since 
the  departure  of  the  Great  Western  steam  ship. 

The  weather,  which  now  governs  the  whole 
prospect  ol  Europe,  and  from  the  report  of  which 
every  market  and  political  probability,  for  the  next 
twelve  months,  may  be  said  to  he  deducible, — con- 
tinued (0  be  of  the  same  gloomy,  damp  and  unset- 
tled description,  until  Wednesday,  the  29th  instant, 
when  one  very  decidedly  fine  day  was  experienced. 
But  yesterday  Die  appearances  were  less  favor- 
able, arid  the  night  rainy;  a most  brilliant  day  how- 
ever has  been  again  enjoyed  up  to  the  latest  hour 
of  the  present  afternoon. 

The  general  accounts  from  the  agricultural  coun- 
ties represent  the  slate  of  the  crop  as  deteriorated, 
and  beginning  to  be  considered  as  approaching  to- 
waids  alarming  symptoms,  if  more  sunshine  should 
not  prevail  at  a very  early  time;  but  the  present 
warm  and  most  favorable  day,  Iras  certainly  arrived 
in  time,  and  should  it  be  followed  by  a few  weeks 
of  similar  temperature,  the  harvest  will  be  secured; 
and  is  still  estimated  at  an  aveiage  crop.  The  corn 
markets  have  advanced  since  the  departure  ol  the 
Great  Western,  the  weekly  average  of  the  kingdom 


reaction  subsequently  took  place,  it  will  be  seen,  (hating  yesterday  been  declared  at  the  high  rate  of 
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70s.  4d.  per  quarter,  and  in  the  course  of  this  after- 
noon the  London  weekly  average  has  been  declared 
at  80s.  Id.  at  which  rates  the  duty  on  wheat  and 
flour  will  rapidly  decline,  unless  the  weather  should 
continue  to  be  fine  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  and 
the  value  of  grain  be  again  correspondingly  rapidly 
depressed.  Allowing  for  the  more  favorable  feel- 
ings under  which  letters  may  be  supposed  to  be 
written  during  the  present  most  beautiful  afternoon, 
the  prospects  of  the  harvest  should  probably  be  re- 
presented as  having  become  worse  during  the  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  departure  of  the  Great 
Western  steam  ship. 

The  London  money  market  has  been  greatly  agi- 
tated and  depressed  during  the  last  three  days — not 
only  by  the  continued  uncertainty  which  prevails  on 
the  subject  of  the  harvest,  but  by  various  reports  of 
an  unfavorable  political  kind.  During  the  present 
week,  a constant  succession  of  rumors  have  been 
received  from  France  and  Spain,  both  of  which 
countries  have  been  represented  as  in  a thieatening 
and  uncertain  condition:  insurrectionary  movements 
at  the  city  of  Barcelona,  and  the  queen  regent  scarce- 
ly secure  of  her  liberty  or  life,  in  a place  to  which 
she  had  gone  in  expectation  of  being  received  with 
extraordinary  eclat:  whilst  from  France  there  have 
been  daily  reports  of  alarm  respecting  the  solemni- 
ties of  the  anniversary  of  the  three  days  of  July, 
and  also  the  certainty  that  France  has  not  been  a 
party  to  the  treaty  for  the  settlement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  east. 

American  funds,  London  31st  July.  One  very 
large  transaction  has  taken  place  within  the  last 
three  days,  in  $600,000  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
bonds,  which  having  been  forced  to  sale,  were  taken 
by  a company  of  subscribers  at  the  rate  of  80,  with- 
out the  dividend  on  the  Tennessee  stock,  which 
makes  the  rate  at  81,  for  the  whole  of  the  bonds; 
but  the  parties  are  now  demanding  84,  at  which  rate 
it  could  probably  all  be  sold.  The  general  busi- 
ness continues  on  a moderate  scale,  the  quotations 
being  according  to  the  enclosed  list,  w hich  repre- 
sents the  transactions  of  yesterday  to  the  present 


day. 

Alabama  5 per  cent. 

1836, 

Alabama,  sterling 

1858,  &c. 

78,80 

Illinois  6 per  cent. 

1S60,  &c. 

76 

Do.  sterling 

1870, 

87 

Indiana  5 per  cent. 

1861,  &c. 

70 

Do.  sterling 

1863, 

78 

Kentucky  6 per  cent. 

1868, 

S6 

Six  per  cent.  Tennessee 

1860, 

34 

Louisiana  5 per  ct.  Baring’s 

1844,  &c. 

90 

Do.  Lizardi 

1S48, 

Massachusetts  5 per  cent. 

1857, 

Do.  sterling 

1858, 

102 

Maryland  6 per  cent. 

1870, 

Do.  5 per  cent,  sterling 

1889, 

76 

Mississippi^  percent, 

1861,  &c. 

Do.  5 per  cent,  sterling 

1850,  &c. 

76 

New  York  5 per  cent. 

1860, 

88 

Ohio  6 per  cent. 

1856,  &c. 

90,91 

Pennsylvania  5 per  cent.  \ 
Do.  5 

83£ 

Virginia  6 per  cent. 

1857, 

Florida  6 per  cent. 

1S58,  &c. 

Do.  sterling 

1862,  &c. 

Certificates  of  administration,  viz: — Payable  at  Paris 

or  at  Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  London. 

New  York  state  5 per  cent.  99 

Ohio  state  6 per  cent.  93| 

New  York  city  5 per  cent. 

United  States  bank  shares  £15.  7s.  6d. 

Do  do  debentures  90 

From  the  London  Times. 

The  northeastern  boundary  question. — 
We  have  received  a copy  of  the  report  addressed  to 
lord  Palmerston,  upon  the  northeastern  boundary 
question,  by  Messrs.  Featherstonaugh  and  Mudge, 
but  cannot  at  present  find  space  for  the  whole  docu- 
ment, which  occupies  in  all  eighty -eight  folio  pages. 
The  commissioners,  in  concluding  their  statement, 
express  their  conscientious  opinion,  that  the  claims 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  whole  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory are  founded  in  justice,  and  are  in  plain  accor- 
dance with  the  second  arlicle  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
as  well  as  with  the  physical  geography  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Lord  Palmerston  in  communicating  with  Mr.  Fox, 
says: 

“The  British  draft  contained  no  provision  for  ar- 
bitration, because  the  principle  of  arbitration  had 
not  been  proposed  on  either  side  during  the  nego- 
tiations upon  which  that  draft  was  founded,  and  be- 
cause, moreover,  it  was  understood  at  that  time, 
that  tile  principle  of  arbitration  would  be  decidedly 
objected  to  by  the  United  States. 

“But,  as  the  United  States  government  have 
expressed  a wish  to  embody  that  principle  in  the 
proposed  convention,  the  British  government  is  per- 


fectly willing  to  accede  to  that  wish.  You  are, 
therefore,  instructed  to  state  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
her  majesty’s  government  consent  to  the  two  prin- 
ciples which  form  the  main  foundation  of  the  Ame- 
rican counter  draft,  namely,  first  that  the  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  should  be  so  constituted  as 
necessarily  to  lead  to  a final  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  between  the  two  countries;  and,  se- 
condly, that,  in  order  to  secure  such  a result,  the 
convention  by  which  the  commission  is  to  be  creat- 
ed should  contain  a provision  for  arbitration  upon 
points  as  to  which  the  British  and  American  com- 
missioners may  not  be  able  to  agree. 

“You  will,  at  the  same  time,  say  that  there  are 
some  matters  of  detail  in  the  American  counter- 
draft which  her  majesty’s  government  could  not 
adopt,  but  that  you  will,  by  a very  early  opportuni- 
ty, receive  an  amended  draft,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  o!  the  president;  and  that  you  will,  at 
the  same  time,  be  instructed  to  propose  to  the  pre- 
sident a local  and  temporary  arrangement,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  collisions  within  the  limits  of 
the  disputed  territory.” 

The  two  following  paragraphs,  which  conclude 
the  report,  contain  a brief  explanation  of  the  results 
of  the  commissioners’  mission. 

“We  report  that  we  have  found  a line  of  highlands 
agreeing  with  the  language  of  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,  extending  from  the  northwes- 
termost  head  of  the  Connecticut  river  to  the  sources 
of  the  Chaudiere,  and  passing  thence  in  a north- 
easterly direction,  couth  of  the  Roosluc,  to  the  Bay 
of  Chaleurs. 

“We  further  report,  that  there  does  not  exist  in 
the  disputed  territory  any  other  line  of  highlands 
which  is  in  accordance  with  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,  and  that  the  line  which  is  claim- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as  the  line  of 
highlands  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  does  not  pass  nearer 
than  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  of  the  northwester- 
inost  head  of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  therefore 
has  no  pretension  to  be  put  forward  as  the  line  in- 
tended by  the  treaty  of  1783.” 

In  a subsequent  article  the  Times  says: 

“It  would  be  an  attempt,  at  once  irksome  and  su- 
perfluous, for  our  readers  to  follow  us  through  an 
analysis  ol  the  facts  and  arguments  which  constitute 
the  body  of  proof  in  this  report.  It  may  suffice  to 
state,  as  the  result  of  the  labors  assigned  to  the  com- 
missioners, that  they  have  satisfactorily  ascertained, 
by  strict  investigation  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
by  an  industrious  perusal  and  comparison  of  char- 
ters, treaties,  transfers  of  territory,  and  other  histo- 
rical records,  the  absolute  and  indisputable  confor- 
mity, between  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  and  the  demarcations  of  territory  originally 
contended  for  by  Great  Britain;  that  no  portion  of 
the  “disputed”  districts  ever  could,  under  the  au- 
thority of  that  treaty,  or  with  any  color  of  justice, 
have  been  claimed  by  the  United  States;— that  the 
aw'ard  of  the  king  of  Holland  which  transferred  to 
the  republic  about  three-fifths,  of  the  “disputed  ter- 
ritory” was  founded  on  erroneous  data,  and  on  entire 
ignorance  ol'  facts  which  have  been  subsequently 
developed;  that  the  award  of  that  sovereign,  if  ac- 
cepted by  the  parties,  could  never  have  been  exe- 
cuted under  any  circumstances,  the  structure  of  the 
country  interposing  thereto  physical  and  irremova- 
ble obstacles;  that,  so  far  from  the  smallest  fraction 
of  the  disputed  territory  falling  within  the  line  of 
the  United  States,  a rigorous  construction  of  some 
authorative  documents  would  actually  prove  a just 
title  on  the  part  ol  England  to  a portion  of  what 
has  heretofore  been  regarded  as  part  of  the  state  of 
Maine  itself:  and  that,  in  fine,  the  conclusions  upon 
which  certain  “official  agents  of  the  republic  have 
rested  the  American  case,  instead  of  bciu°-  the  le- 
gitimate results  of  practical  investigation,  are  un-  < 
substantial  inventions  brought  forward  in  the  absence 
ol  all  real  investigation,  conveying  erroneous  ideas 
of  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  calculated  to  mis- 
lead not  only  their  own  authorities,  but  public  opi- 
nion in  the  United  States  and  in  Europe,  as  the 
merits  of  the  question.” 

“Again  and  again,  the  same  conviction  is  empha- 
tically repeated,  viz:  that  ‘notwithstanding  the  as- 
sertions w hich  during  a long  period  have  been  so 
confidently  urged,  that  the  United  States  alone  can 
rightfully  claim  the  territory  in  question,  we  hoped 
to  have  prayed  that  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  does 
not,  as  has  been  alleged,  rest  upon  vague  and  inde- 
feasible grounds;  but  that  she  has^lways  had  a clear 
and  indefeasible  title,  by  right  and  by  possession,  to 
the  whole  of  the  disputed  territory— a title,  it  is 
true,  which  lias  hitherto  been  somewhat  obscured 
by  its  rather  complicated  history,  and  by  the  want 
ol  that  interest  which  counties  in  a state  of  wilder- 
ness sometimes  fail  to  inspire.” 

FRANCE. 

The  French  government  dissents  from  an  arrange- 
ment entered  into  by  the  four  powers  with  the 


porte,  for  limiting  the  pretentions  of  Mehemet  Ali, 
and  particularly  restraining  him  to  a portion  of  his 
elaim  in  Syria.  Decisive  measures  had  been  taken 
by  the  French  government,  in  increasing  its  arma- 
ment, and  placing  itself  in  a posture  for  taking  an 
independent  attitude. 

The  celebration  of  the  glorious  three  days  at  Pa- 
ris passed  off' with  great  eclat,  and  with  less  distur- 
bance than  was  anticipated.  The  ceremony  of 
translating  the  remains  of  the  victims  who  fell  in 
battle  on  that  occasion,  was  grand  and  imposing. — 
The  concourse  of  the  people  was  immense.  The 
greatest  possible  precaution  was  taken  by  the  au- 
thorities to  guard  against  any  violence.  The  num- 
ber of  national  guards  present  on  the  occasion  was 
estimated  at  60,000. 

There  was  a rumor  afloat  in  Paris  that  the  king 
was  very  ill,  having  been  attacked  with  an  affection 
of  the  heart. 

The  warlike  tone  of  the  French  government  pa- 
pers had  produced  a considerable  depression  of  the 
French  funds.  At  the  latest  date  Aug.  1,  they  had 
recovered  in  a slight  degree.  The  depression  was 
from  4 to  6 per  cent. 

The  French  squadron,  commanded  by  admiral 
Mackau,  had  sailed  from  Cherburgh  for  the  La 
Plata. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and 
Enquirer,  writes  on  the  29th  ult. 

“ You  will  remember  that  some  months  since  it 
was  proposed  that  a conference  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  five  great  European  powers,  (France, 
England,  Austria,  .Russia  and  Prussia),  should  take 
place  in  London  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  Turkey 
and  Egypt.  They  met  accordingly,  but  the  French 
government  refused  to  concur  in  any  proceeding 
founded  on  the  principle  of  depriving  Mehemet  Ali 
of  Syria;  and  this  was,  it  appears,  one  of  the  great 
provisions  of  the  contemplated  treaty.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  other  pow’ers  proceeded  with  their 
labors,  and  we  are  told,  brought  them  to  a close  last 
week.  The  four  great  powers  with  the  concur- 
rence of  Turkey,  bound  themselves,  by  treaty,  to 
compel  Mehemet  Ali  to  restore  the  Turkish  fleet, 
and  to  abandon  all  his  conquests — reserving  to  him 
only  Egypt  in  perpituity,  and  the  Pashalek  of  St. 
Jean  d’Acre  for  life.  . 

The  knowledge  that  this  treaty  had  been  conclud- 
ed, came  upon  us  with  the  suddenness  of  a thunder 
clap  on  Monday  last,  and  has  elicited  on  the  part  of 
the  press  of  France,  of  all  parties,  expressions  of  all 
that  rancor  towards  England,  which  I think  I have 
often  told  you  was  entertained  in  France.  The 
Moniteur — the  Moniteur  Parisen — and  the  Messen- 
ger— the  official  papers — have  alone  refrained  from 
comment  and  invective— but  the  Constitutionnei 
and  the  Courier  Francais — which  are  almost  equal- 
ly with  those  just  mentioned — organs  of  the  minis- 
try, rival  the  National  in  their declamalion  against 
“perfidious  England,”  and  in  cries  for  w ar  which 
they  say  France  is  capable  of  sustaining  against  the 
whole  world.  This  storm  has  been  long  brewing 
or  collecting,  but  I shall  be  much  disappointed  if  it 
yet  bursts  forth  in  actual  hostilities. 

How  the  matter  is  to  end  it  is  difficult  to  say. — 
Mehemet  Ali  now  appears  doomed  to  destruction 
by  the  formidable  coalition  above  mentioned;  but 
still  it  is  not  quite  clear  that  France  will  quietly 
look  on  while  the  English  and  Russians  crush  this 
unquestionably  great  man.  Still,  the  “peace  at  any 
price”  system  ot  king  Louis  Phillippe  is  against  the 
supposition  and  belief  that  France  w ill,  in  this  con- 
juncture, set  herself  up  against  the  rest  of  Europe. 

The  enemies  of  M.  Theirs  already  triumph  in  his 
fall,  and  say  that  when  he  shall  have  been  super- 
seded by  count  Mole,  the  latter  will  have  a plausi- 
ble excuse  for  submitting  to  circumstances  created 
by  M.  Theirs. 

The  French  funds  have  fallen  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, but  the  price  of  American  securities  is 
in  nowise  affected  by  them.  The  amount  negociat- 
ed  is  not,  however,  considerable.  The  only  change 
in  price  since  my  last  is  in  Rothschild’s  loan,  which 
has  risen  to  994. 

Our  harvest  is  not  as  promising  as  it  was  a week 
since.  Slid  the  wheat  is  so  good  that  we  have  no 
fears  for  a dearth,  although  prices  may  and  must 
continue  higher  than  in  ordinary  years. 

RUSSIA. 

Private  letters  from  Russia  contain  further  ac- 
counts of  the  bad-state  of  the  crops  of  corn  in  the 
greater  part  of  north  European  Russia.  The  long 
continued  heavy  rains  are  said  to  have  done  irrepara- 
ble damage,  and  to  have  entirely  swept  away  the 
seed  corn  in  part  of  the  plains  of  the  interior. 

INSURRECTION  IN  SYRIA. 

A second  edition  of  the  Morning  Post  of  the  28th 
ult.  contains  the  following  extraordinary  express 
from  Paris: — 

Paris,  Monday.  By  the  accounts  from  Beyrout, 
which  come  down  on  the  4th  instant,  (received  by 
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express),  it  appears  that  the  insurrection  in  Syria 
was  extending  itself,  and  becoming  hourly  more 
formidable.  The  insurgents  defeated  the  Egyptian 
forces  in  every  encounter.  The  former  had,  in  ad- 
dition to  native  leaders,  two  Frenchmen  at  their 
head.  The  latter  are  described  as  inefficient  and 
incapable  of  fesisting  their  vigorous  opponents. 
The  insurgents  proclaimed  that  they  fought  for  the 
sultan,  their  legitimate  sovereign,  and  had  hoisted 
the  Turkish  flag. 

The  Egyptian  troops  have  been  attacked  and  bea- 
ten'at  all  points.  The  insurrection  had  become  ge- 
neral, and  even  Damascus  had  been  threatened  by  a 
very  large  force  of  men,  who  have  solemnly  sworn 
that  they  would  not  lay  down  their  arms  until  they 
accomplished  the  ruin  of  the  Egyptian  administra- 
tion. If  we  may  judge  from  the  tone  of  the  En- 
glish papers,  the  alfairs  of  the  east  are  to  have  a 
very  important  influence  on  the  European  govern- 
ments. The  London  Times  thinks  the  “French 
have  become  red  hot  Egyptians  in  that  matter  and 
have  laid  it  down  as  a maxim,  that  Egypt  and 
France,  their  interest  and  dynasties,  are  quite  iden- 
tical, and  that  an  insult  offered  to  the  one  is  a blow 
to  the  other.  This  has  aggravated  matters  in  a two- 
fold way;  it  has  rendered  the  pasha  utterly  untract- 
able,  and  lias,  thereby,  obstructed  the  conclusion  of 
peace.  It  would,  moreover,  go  to  established  the 
ominous  precedent,  that  the  will  and  the  views  of 
France  in  the  Levant  were  to  predominate  over  those 
of  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe.”  We  add  the 
concluding  remarks  of  the  Times: 

We  have  interesting  letters  from  our  correspon- 
dent at  Alexandria,  dated  the  6th.  The  Cyclops 
steamer  had  just  ariived  from  the  coast  of  Syria, 
and  brought  accounts  up  to  the  first  of  the  month. 
Soliman  pasha  (colonel  Selves)  had  quitted  Sidon, 
and  joined  at  Beyrout,  Abbas  pasha,  who  had  just 
brought  reinforcements  from  Egypt.  The  insur- 
gents filled  the  plain,  and  blockaded  Beyrout  and 
the  towns  on  the  coast.  The  Egyptian  army  at 
Beyrout  was  30,000  strong.  Its  generals  spoke  of 
attacking  the  insurgents,  but  up  to  the  time  of  the 
Cyclops  sailing,  they  had  not  ventured  it,  which 
alone  proves  the  loice  of  the  mountaineers.  One 
of  the  pasha’s  regiments  of  infantry  had  been  de- 
stroyed. The  sailors  of  the  Turkish  fleet  are  re- 
presented in  a complete  state  of  mutiny.  So  that 
the  pasha’s  acquisition  of  Syria  a,nd  of  the  fleet 
both  turn  out  a source  of  weakness  rather  than  of 
strength. 

The  viceroy  had  succeeded  in  landing  a strong 
reinforcement  of  troops  in  Syria. 

CHINA. 

There  is  no  later  news  from  China.  The  ship 
Penang  had  arrived  at  Liverpool  from  Macao  March 
24th,  with  a cargo  of  tea.  The  extensive  military 
preparations  which  were  making  against  China, 
were  all  known  to  the  Chinese  authorities. 

MEXICO. 

A revolution.  Accounts  at  New  Orleans  from  the 
city  of  Mexico  state  that  on  the  15th  July,  Urrea, 
the  late  federal  leader,  had  escaped  from  prison,  and 
had  succeeded  in  raising  an  insurrection  among  the 
people,  and  that  they  had  captured  the  city  of  Mexi- 
co, and  put  Bustamente  in  prison.  The  next  day 
Bustamente  was  set  at  liberty,  and  the  centralists 
were  concentrating  for  a desperate  resistance. 

The  last  accounts  from  the  capital,  to  the  23d 
July,  state  that  the  federalists  had  still  possession  of 
the  city. 

Later.  By  the  arrival  of  the  Doric,  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  has  Tampico  dates  to  the  27th  July, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  fighting  is  continued  to 
the  latest  accounts  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  that 
Santa  Ana  and  all  the  federal  partizans  were  actively 
engaged  in  forwarding  troops  to  aid  the  insurgents. 
A letter  from  Bustamente  dated  at  Mexico,  25th  ol 
July,  represents  the  city  as  the  scene  of  hostilities. 

CUBA. 

A town  destroyed  by  fire.  On  the  24th  of  July,  the 
settlement  called  San  Fernanda,  situated  within  the 
port  of  Neuvitas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  was  entire- 
ly destroyed  by  fire,  which  caused  much  distress, 
and  reduced  many  poor  families  to  the  greatest  indi- 
gence. 

TEXAS. 

President  Lamar  has  issued  a proclamation  com- 
manding all  free  persons  of  color,  now  in  the  repub- 
lic of  Texas  to  remove  therefrom  before  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1842. 

Independence  of  Texas.  The  Cosmopolitia  of  Ve- 
ra Cruz  of  the  ltltti  June,  has  the  following  notice: 
“The  English  minister  has  addressed  a note  to  the 
government,  stating  that  if  within  a certain  time 
Texas  is  not  recognised,  Great  Britain  will  acknow- 
ledge its  independence.  The  letter  adds  that  Great 
Britain  has  ottered  to  become  a mediator  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  pecuniary  question. 

A sweeping  clause  in  favor  of  defendants.  In  a re- 
cent act  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  civil  suits,  in 


Texas,  it  is  provided,  sect.  20,  that  “the  defendant 
in  all  actions  may  plead  as  many  several  matters, 
whether  of  law  or  of  facts,  as  he  shall  think  neces- 
sary for  his  defence.”  Of  course,  if  he  finds  it  hard 
to  fork  over,  when  sued  for  debt,  he  may  plead  a 
wife  and  6 children  in  bar. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  crops.  According  to  the  Halifax  Journal  ol 
late  date,  the  accounts  of  the  appearance  of  the 
crops  in  all  parts  of  that  province  were  highly  favor- 
able, and  there  was  every  prospect  of  an  abundant 
harvest. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Expenditures.  A comparative  view  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  following  departments  of  the  U. 
States  government.  Taken  from  the  bon.  Levy 


Woodbury’s  reports,  as  follows: 

Appro- 

priation. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1S39. 

Legis’e 

©774,064 

©635.397 

©893,808 

©403,710 

1840. 

1.116,731 

Exec’e 

541,420 

728,703 

658,541 

639,492 

877,049 

Judic’y 

Terri’s 

278,701 

298.206 

298,118 

353.213 

429,150 

51,453 

41,949 

54,305 

104,307 

123,200 

1,645,638 

1,704,255 

1,904,772 

1,505,722 

2,546,130 

A comparative  vigw  of  president  Van  Buren’s 
yearly  expenditures.  Taken  from  the  lion.  Levy 
Woodbury’s  reports,  as  follows: 

1837. 

President  Van  Buren’s  salary  ©25,000 


Furniture  for  the  president’s  house 


N.  E.  executive  building  4,850 

N.  W.  executive  building  7,555 

S.  E.  executive  building  14,100 

S.  W.  executive  bulding  4,600 


19,321 


31,100 


-©75,421 


1S3S. 

President  Van  Buren’s  salary  ©25,000 

Furniture  for  the  president’s  house  078 

N.  E-  executive  building  4,850 

N.  W.  executive  building  6,950 

S.  E.  executive  building  14,100 

S.  W.  executive  building  5,100 


31,000 


56,678 


1839. 

President  Van  Buren’s  salary 
Furniture,  repairs,  &c. 

A structure  head  of  stairway 
N.  E.  executive  building 
N.  W.  executive  building 
S.  E.  executive  building 
S.  W-  executive  building 


4,850 

6.950 

14,100 

4,600 


25,000 

3,465 

1,800 


30,500 


Appropriation  for  1840. 
President  Van  Buren’s  salary 
Furniture,  repairs,  &c. 

N.  E.  executive  building 
N.  W.  executive  building 
S.  E.  executive  building 
S.  W.  executive  building 
Contingent  expenses  S.  VV.  build- 
ing 


60,765 


4,850 

6,950 

14,100 

4,6li0 

2,000 


25,000 

3,665 


32  500 


61,165 


Four  years  up  to  4th  March,  1841,  in  all  ©254,029 

RECAPITULATION. 

Four  years  expended  . . $254,029 

One  year  ditto  . . . 63,507 

Per  month  ditto  . . 5,299 

Per  week  ditto  . . . 1,325 

Per  day  ditto  . . . 180 

It  appears  from  these  uncontrovertable  facts  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  general  government  increases 
with  the  bard  oppressive  times. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

August , 1S40. 


Northeastern  boundary.  It  appears  that 
professor  Cleveland,  ol  Bowdoin  college,  has  de- 
cline the  appointment  of  commissioner  for  the  ex- 
ploration and  survey  of  the  northeastern  boundary 
tinder  the  recent  act  of  congress.  The  other  com- 
missioners are  captain  Talcott  of  the  United  States 
army,  and  professor  Ren  wick  of  New  Yoik  The 
Augusta  Age  says  that  “the  commission  will  divide 
itself  into  three  parties:  one  to  proceed  from  the 
head  waters  of  either  the  Connecticut  or  Kennebec, 
northeasterly  along  the  highlands;  another  to  com- 
mence at  (he  bay  of  Chaleur,  and  proceed  southwes- 
terly towards  the  first  party;  and  a third  party  to 
start  from  the  monument  at  Mars  Ilili,  and  proceed 
northerly  to  the  highlands,  and  also  westerly  along 
the  highlands  alleged  to  exist,  and  claimed  by  the 
British  government  to  be  the  true  tvdaty  high- 
lands.” 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Westminister  Review 
there  is  an  elaborate  treatise  on  the  boundary  ques- 


tion, accompanied  by  a map.  The  article  begins 
thus:  “A  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 

Britain,  would  be,  without  exception,  the  most -ca- 
lamitous event  that  could  affect  the  interests  not 
merely  of  these  two  great  nations  but  of  human 
freedom  and  civilization.  No  little  war  could  or 
would  be  carried  on  between  them.  The  mighty 
energies  of  both  parties  would  iu  such  a case  be  put 
forth  to  the  utmost,  &c.” 

The  writer  rehearses  those  portions  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  which  refer  to  the  boundary  in  question, 
and  comes  at  last  to  a very  singular  conclusion — 
viz:  “that  the  dividing  the  highlands  ol  tile  treaty 
along  which  the  lines  must  run  cannot  be  a single 
ridge  or  height  of  land,  but  must  be  the  whole  high- 
land country  extending  over  the  disputed  territory,  and 
that  hence  there  is  nothing  definite — nothing  ascer- 
tained. The  treaty  indeed  speaks  of  a line  “along 
the  highlands”—  but  the  highlands  being  interpreted 
to  mean  ttie  whole  extent  of  the  country,  it  would 
be  nonsense  to  talk  of  running  a line  “along”  it. 
Ttie  simple  expedient  i3  therefore  proposed  to  run  a 
straight  line  through  it. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  say: — “What  we  want  is 
the  ground  situated  in  a particular  position,  so  as  to 
give  us  a safe  frontier  and  means  of  communication. 
We  want  to  keep  the  Americans  at  a greater  dis- 
tance from  the  St.  Lawrence  than  thatof  the  frontier 
claimed  by  them;  and  it  is  supposed,  for  it  is  by  no 
means  certain,  that  a portion  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory is  necessary  to  us  for  the  most  important  of 
our  inter-provincial  communications — that  betiveen 
Quebec  and  Halilax.  Now  tile  line  which  we  pro- 
pose, not  by  way  of  compromise,  but  really  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  fair  and  literal  interpretation  of 
the  treaty,  is  in  fact  a very  equitable  compromise, 
which  would  divide  the  disputed  territory  into  pret- 
ty nearly  equal  halves,  giving  each  party  that  por- 
tion most  valuable  and  convenient  to  it.” 

When  we  come  to  examine  this  proposed  line, 
not  by  the  map  accompanying  the  article,  but  by 
Chapin’s  or  Mitchell’s,  it  appears  to  run  pretty  near- 
ly along  the  course  where  Great  Britain  claims  that 
the  boundary  should  run.  The  writer  has  spent  a 
great  deal  of  useless  labor.  There  is  no  such  ambi- 
guity in  the  language  of  the  treaty  as  |ie  complains 
of.  The  ridge  referred  to  is  what  it  is  called — a 
“ridge,”  and  not  an  expanse  of  hilly  country.  It 
is  further  designated  as  the  dividing  ridge  which 
separates  the  streams  that  flow  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  that  run  eastwardly  towards  the 
Atlantic — designation  which  is  precise  enough  for 
all  useful  purposes.  The  land  in  controversy  is 
valuable  to  Great  Brilain  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
munication between  her  provinces.  But  she  need 
not  to  expect  to  gain  it  by  diplomacy. 

[j Balt.  Amer. 

The  Woodstock  (N.  B.)  Times  gives  the  follow- 
ing information  of  the  movements  of  the  engineers 
from  England,  who  came  out  in  the  Britannia,  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  survey  which  was 
left  unfinished  last  season: 

“Captain  Broughton,  R.  E.  Mr.  Featherston- 
augh,  jr.  and  Mr.  Wightman,  with  a surveying 
party,  arrived  here  last  evening  from  head  quarters. 
Alter  remaining  a short  time,  thpy  proceeded  en  route 
to  the  disputed  territory.  We  understand  they  will 
commence  operations  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grand 
Falls,  thence  they  will  proceed  to  lake  Metis,  and 
thence  to  Quebec.  From  Quebec  they  will  proceed 
to  the  southwest,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  fall  in- 
with  the  American  parly  that  have  proceeded  up  the 
Kennebec.” 

The  following  is  the  plan  of  operation  of  the 
American  commissioners,  as  announced  by  the  Au- 
gusta Age.  Two  of  the  commissioners  have  arriv- 
ed in  Maine  for  the  purpose  of  entering  upon  their 
duties.  It  is  probable  that  some  delay  will  be  oc- 
casioned by  the  non-acceptance  of  professor  Cleve- 
land. 

“We  understand  that  (lie  commission  will  divide 
itself  into  three  parties;  one  to  proceed  from  the 
head  waters  of  either  the  Connecticut  or  Kennebec, 
northeasterly  along  the  highlands;  another  to  com- 
mence at  the  bay  of  Chaleur,  and  proceed  south- 
westerly towards  the  first  party;  and  the  third  party 
to  start  from  the  monument  of  Mars  Hill,  and  pro- 
ceed northerly  to  the  highlands,  and  also  westerly 
along  the  highlands,  alleged  to  exist,  and  claimed 
by  the  British  government  to  be  the  true  treaty 
highlands.  In  this  way  a perfect  and  accurate  sur- 
ety of  the  whole  ground  will  be  elfected,  and  our 
government  put  in  possession  of  ail  the  facts  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  new  argument  now  made  by  Great 
Britain.” 

It  is  stated  in  the  Globe  that  major  James  D. 
Graham,  and  lieutenant  Lee  and  Tom,  of  the  corps 
of  topographical  engi peers,  have  been  ordered  on 
the  survey  of  the  due  yorth  line  of  the  northeastern 
boundary. 
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Americans  in  England.  In  an  English  pa- 
per of  July  18,  we  find  an  account  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  “Royal  Agricultural  society  of  Eng- 
land” which  was  held  at  Cambridge,  England,  July 
11,  1840,  from  which  we  have  pleasure  in  copying 
the  following: 

The  duke  of  Richmond  next  proposed  the  health 
of  Mr.  Maxcy,  the  American  minister  at  the  court 
of  Brussels. 

Mr.  Maxcy  was  received  with  great  cheering. 
He  said  he  felt  that  it  would  be  the  highest  pre- 
sumption should  he  take  to  himself  that  honor  which, 
in  proposing  his  name  to  that  assembly,  he  consi- 
dered was  meant  for  the  country  of  which  he  was  a. 
native.  Individually  he  felt  the  highest  pleasure  in 
being  present  at  a meeting  assembled  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  noble  objects  which  they  had  in  view; 
and  he  also  thought  it  no  slight  honor  to  be  there  the 
representative  of  a country  which  was  bound  with 
them  by  the  mutual  wish  to  extend  the  interests  of 
agriculture.  His  country  deserved  the  esteem  of 
the  society,  not  merely  because  her  institutions, 
language,  laws  and  customs  wer  e those  of  England, 
but  more  especially  because  they  were  the  children 
of  England  who  had  turned  a savage  and  desolate 
wilderness  into  a civilized  nation,  and  had  vindicat- 
ed their  claim  to  be  ranked  among  those  benefactors 
to  the  human  race  of  which  England  held  the  high- 
est place.  The  objects  of  that  society  were  to  pro- 
mote the  greatest  interests  of  the  country.  Agricul- 
ture was  the  greatest  instrument  for  the  diffusion  of 
the  blessings  of  civilization;  and  though  England 
was  the  greatest  nation  on  the  earth  for  commerce 
and  manufactures,  her  agriculture  formed  her  great- 
est glory.  (Loud  cheering.)  He  might  say  that 
manufactures  formed  the  Corinthian  ca_pital  of  the 
column  of  her  glory,  of  which  commerce  was  the 
shaft,  but  agriculture  the  solid  base  which  support- 
ed the  whole.  How  important  a part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  this  country  the  agriculturalists  formed, 
might  be  ascertained  from  the  fact  which  the  re- 
turns to  the  income  tax  furnished — two-thirds  of 
that  tax  were  paid  by  them.  Still  nobler  purposes 
were  earned  forward  under  its  influence;  civiliza- 
tion was  promoted;  the  welfare,  both  moral  and 
physical,  of  the  people  enlarged;  and  force  of  mind, 
without  which  all  other  advantages  were  nothing, 
was  increased.  He  would  repeat  how7  much  he  was 
indebted  to  those  who  had  procured  him  the  pleasure 
of  being  present  that  day,  and  the  high  sense  he  en- 
tertained of  the  honor  done  him  by  the  noble  duke. 
He  could  only  conclude  with  the  hope  that  the  two 
countries,  so  nearly  connected  in  sympathy,  might 
ever  continue  in  a contest  of  which  should  do  the  other 
the  greatest  good,  and  never  recur  to  that  where  the 
only  object  was  to  do  each  other  the  greatest  harm. 
Might  peace  and  good  will  reign  betwixt  them,  and 
might  they  be  united  in  feeling,  in  happiness,  and 
in  glory!  (Loud  cheers.) 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  republic  of 
Mexico  to  act  with  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
United  States,  under  the  treaty  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  between  the  two  counties,  have  arrived 
at  Washington. 

A meeting  was  held  in  London  on  the  third  of 
July,  composed  of  the  merchants,  bankers  and 
tradesmen,  of  the  city,  on  the  subject  of  the  perse- 
cution of  the  Jews  in  the  east.  Copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meetings  were  transmitted  by  the 
lord  mayor  to  the  several  ambassadors.  Among 
the  published  answers  of  the  ambassadors  is  the 
following  from  Mr.  Stevenson: 

“32,  Upper  Grosvenor,  street,  July  13,  1840. 

“My  lord.  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  enclos- 
ing to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  transmission  to  my 
government,  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting 
of  the  merchants,  bankers,  traders  and  others  of  the 
city  of  London,  held  at  the  Egyptian  Hall,  on  the 
3d  of  July,  in  relation  to  the  cruelties  practised  to- 
wards the  Jews  in  the  east. 

“I  beg  to  assure  your  lordship,  that  I will  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  transmitting  these  resolu- 
tions to  the  United  States;  and  I cannot  better  do 
justice  to  my  own  feelings,  or  those  which  I feel 
confident  will  be  entertained  by  the  president  and 
people  ot  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
jects of  these  resolutions,  than  to  seize  the  occasion 
to  express  my  deep  sympathy  in  favor  of  those  op- 
pressed people. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship’s  obedient 
servant,  A.  Stevenson. 

A letter  from  Alexandria,  quoted  by  the  Consti- 
tutionnel,  states  that  “ten  of  the  Rabbis  accused  of 
the  affair  at  Damascus,  have  been  set  at  liberty. 
One  only,  Antebi,  remains  in  prison.” 

Disgraceful.  The  emigrants  in  the  British 
baique,  arrived  at  Boston  with  typhus  on  board, 


many  of  them  admit  that  they  are  paupers,  and 
were  removed  directly  on  board  ship  from  the  Eng- 
lish poor  houses.  Boz  need  not  give  us  his  pic- 
tures, we  have  the  reality. 

Two  of  the  black  soldiers  at  Waterloo,  who  fired 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  deserted  last  Tuesday  night, 
and  were  re-taken  yesterday  near  the  falls.  One  of 
them  attempted  to  kill  himself  with  a large  knife, 
rather  than  be  carried  back  and  suffer  the  punish- 
ment which  he  knew  would  be  inflicted. 

[ Buffalo  Com.  Jldv. 

Benjamin  Rush,  esq.  secretary  of  legation  at  the 
court  of  St.  James,  embarked  in  the  Great  Western 
on  the  18th,  on  his  return  to  England. 

FISCAL  CONCERNS. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Times  that  two 
drafts,  drawn  by  the  navy  agent  for  the  Pacific,  on 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  the  one  for  $30,000,  and 
the  other  for  $10,000,  accepted  by  “J.  C.  Pauld- 
ing,” were  protested  for  non-payment  on  the  15th 
instant. 

The  New  York  Commercial  says:  “There  has 
been  an  attempt,  as  we  are  told,  by  the  receiver 
general,  to  “whip  the  d — 1 round  the  stump,”  as 
the  phrase  is,  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  duties 
under  the  sub-treasury  law.  The  law  requires  the 
payment  of  one-fourth  in  specie,  which  I found  to 
be  a cumbersome  article;  and  in  order  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  counting  and  carrying  it,  it  was  proposed 
to  receive  certified  checks  upon  the  banks — that  is 
checks  which  the  officers  of  the  banks  were  to 
certify  were  payable  in  specie.  This  was  done,  we 
believe,  one  day;  but  the  banks  declined  a continu- 
ance of  the  practice,  upon  the  ground  that  they  are 
paying  specie,  and  that  all  checks  are  payable  in 
specie.  They  would,  therefore,  make  no  distinc- 
tion in  their  checks,  since  they  would  look  invi- 
dious. [ N . York  Com. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Wheat  flour  farmers.  The  New  York  Star  says: 
“There  is  a most  astonishing  infatuation  among  the 
dealers  and  growers  of  this  essential  staff  of  life,  to 
bring  up  the  prices  always  beyond  five  dollars  a 
barrel,  and  thus  unintentionally  stop  the  sale  for  ex- 
portation to  England. 

We  have  warned  our  friends,  raising  and  dealing 
in  this  article,  that  there  are  millions  of  bushels  and 
barrels  on  the  continent  of  Europe  always  ready  for 
sale  to  English  agents,  whenever  they  can  afford  to 
pay  five  dollars;  and  these  depots  of  continental 
grain  are  so  much  nearer  at  hand  than  ours,  that  it 
procures,  even  at  the  same  price,  the  preference, 
except  as  to  age. 

The  falls  of  the  tw7o  last  seasons  would  have  car- 
ried off  five  millions  of  barrels  to  England  in  wheat 
and  flour,  and  brought  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  our  country,  bu,t  tor  the  prices  being  beyond 
the  limit,  at  which  we  repeatedly  hinted,  and  thus 
five  millions  of  British  sovereigns  found  their  way 
to  the  pockets  of  the  European  farmers,  and  left  us 
with  our  staple  on  hand,  to  become  stale,  and,  finally, 
be  offered  for  sale  in  small  lots  at  a depreciation. 

The  New  York  Star  estimates  the  indebtedness 
from  the  United  States  to  England  at  one-fiflh  of 
what  it  was  in  1839. 

Ships.  There  are  no  less  than  nine  ships  build- 
ing at  Medford,  near  Boston.  All  along  the  coast 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  the  note  of  preparation 
in  ship  building  in  sounding  loud.  Whatever  else 
may  be  dull,  this  trade  is  brisk.  The  past  season 
has  been  the  best  which  the  present  race  of  ship 
owners  ever  knew.  Many  vessels  have  paid  their 
cost  in  clear  profits  of  freight.  There  will  be  a 
grand  fleet  of  new  carriers  on  the  ocean  within  six 
months.  For,  this  we  congratulate  the  growers  of 
wheat  and  cotton;  for  flour  is  not  likely  soon  again 
to  pay  six  shillings  a barrel,  nor  cotton  a penny  half- 
penny. Each  trade,  however,  must  have  its  turn 
for  a “benefit,”  and  the  shipping  interest  has  on  the 
whole  had  rather  a hard  time  of  it.  If  they  do  not 
belay  a little,, soon,  they  will  overdo  their  business 
again  next  year.  [if.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Five  seamen,  Henry  Atkins,  William  Park,  John 
Brooks,  John  Patterson  and  James  Lowery,  who 
w7ere  charged  with  attempting  a revolt  on  the  ship 
Governor  Troop,  on  a recent  voyage  from  Liver- 
pool, were  found  guilty,  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court,  at  New  York,  on  Saturday. 

Protective  tariff.  Under  the  title  of  “important 
movement,”  we  find  in  the  Middletown  Constitu- 
tion an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  an  adminis- 
tration meeting  in  Lewis  county,  N.  Y.  on  the  27th 
of  June.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  friends  of  the  general  ad- 
ministration, are  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff  of 
duties  on  foreign  importations,  believing  that  Hie 
best  interests  of  the  nation  seriously  demand  it,  for 
the^purpose  of  raising  a revenue  sufficient  to  defray 


the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  our  navy,  and  lor  the  comple- 
tion and  erection  of  frontier  fortifications. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  a 
sufficient  and  permanent  protection,  bj7  government 
of  the  manufacture,  in  our  own  country,  of  ail  fa- 
brics for  which  we  can  furnish  the  raw  material. 

Resolved,  That  the  farmers  of  this  country,  who 
control  the  ballot  boxes,  should  in  our  opinion,  use 
every  honorable  exerlion  to  promote  judicious  legis- 
lation on  this  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a staple  home  market  for  the  surplus  products  of 
their  labor. 

Resolved,  That  we  repudiate  the  doctrine  advanc- 
ed by  these  political  economists  ami  politicians  who 
maintain  the  doctrine  that  a protective  tariff  is  bas- 
ed upon  a false  theory,  contrary  to  the  wealth  of 
nations;  and  it  depresses  and  unduly  fosters  indivi- 
dual interests;  that  it  is  aristocratieal  and  anti-re- 
publican in  its  tendency.  But,  on  the  contrary,  we 
claim  the  protective  system  as  strictly  republican 
in  its  inception  and  its  character,  and  when  united 
with  national  industry,  is  the  great  regulator  of  na- 
tional wealth,  as  the  experience  of  the  past  will 
most  fully  demonstrate  to  all  who  are  not  governed 
by  selfish,  political  or  sectional  considerations. 

In  a letter  declining  an  invitation  from  some  po- 
litical friends  in  Virginia,  to  join  them  at  a celebra- 
tion at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  J.  C.  Calhoun 
thus  carries  out  his  idea  of  the  measures  which  are 
to  follow  and  complete  the  sub-treasury  bill: 

“But  this  is  not  all  that  has  been  done.  Much  still 
remains  to  be  added;  and  among  them,  I rejoice  to 
state,  that  the  system  of  protective  tariffs,  so  pre- 
eminent in  mischief,  is  about  to  expire.  Yes,  that 
system,  which  has  done  so  much  to  divide  and  dis- 
tract the  country,  to  corrupt  one  portion  and  impo- 
verish and  alienate  the  other,  which  poured  into  the 
treasury  so  many  millions  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
government,  extinguishing,  by  its  effects,  the  spirit 
of  economy,  and  substituting  profusion,  extrava- 
gance and  waste,  is  gasping,  I trust,  its  last  breath; 
and  with  it  the  connected  and  kindred  system  of 
lawless  expenditures  on  innumerable  objects  not  au- 
thorised by  the  constitution.” 

Furs  and  skins  from  Ihe  west.  The  Antelope  ar- 
rived here  yesterday  from  Fort  Union,  on  the  Yel- 
low Stone  river,  five  miles  above  the  mouth,  with  a 
full  cargo  of  beaver  skins,  buffalo  tongues  and 
robes.  This  boat  left  the  St.  Louis  wharf  on  the 
31st  of  March  last,  and  of  course  has  been  absent 
nearly  lour  months.  The  cargo  belongs  to  the  Ame- 
rican fur  company  of  this  city,  and  is  probably  worth 
$100,000.  The  officers  bring  nothing  of  the  news 
kind  with  them.  The  boat  experienced  considera- 
ble detention  on  her  trip,  both  going  and  returning, 
on  account  of  low  water. 

[S<.  Louis  Republican,  July  29. 

THE  ARMY. 

Captain  Day,  of  the  United  States  army,  who  had 
been  sojourning  in  St.  Louis  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
died  on  the  51  h inst.  at  the  National  hotel. 

Enlistment  of  a minor.  A young  man  who  had 
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  service,  has  been  .discharged 
by  judge  Randall,  of  Philadelphia,  on  (he  ground 
that  he  was  a minor. 

The  Florida  war.  The  latest  intelligence  is  from 
St.  Augustine  to  July  24lh.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  that  we  have  quite  an  army  in  Florida, 
and  yet  all  the  efforts  of  our  gallant  troops  seem  un- 
availing against  the  peculiar  difficulties  and  modes 
of  Indian  waifare  in  that  peninsula.  The  blood  of 
our  soldiers  is  profusely  shed  wherever  their  coun- 
try calls.  Every  day  brings  us  details  of  small  par- 
ties of  dragoons  and  artillerymen  and  infantry,  pass- 
ing from  fort  to  fort,  shot  down,  murdered  and  mu- 
tilated by  straggling  Seminoles  in  ambush.  And 
what  is  this  prolonged  carnage  for?  It  results  in 
nothing  but  a prodigal  waste  ofthe  treasury,  already 
nearly  or  quite  exhausted,  and  the  beneficiaries  are 
file  grasping,  greedy  and  unprincipled  contractors. 

The  following  are  Ihe  stations  of  the  2d  dragoons, 
3d  artillery,  and  2d  and  7th  infantry: 

2d  dragoons — Head  quarters  of  regiment  at  Fort 
Heileman. 

Company  A,  capt.  G.  A.  Blake,  Fort  Mellon. 

B,  W.  M.  Fulton,  Fort  Mellon. 

C,  L.  J.  Beail,  Picolala. 

D,  J.  A.  Ashley,  Fort  Shannon,  Pilatka. 

E,  E.  D.  Bullock,  Fort  Fanning. 

F,  A.  S.  Macomb,  Fort  Mellon. 

G,  M.S.  Howe,  Fort  Heileman,  on  march  from 
M.  F. 

H,  H.  W.  Fowler,  Fort  Searle,  on  march  from 
F.<  Fanning. 

I,  B.  L.  Beall,  Fort  King,  under  orders  for  N. 
Smyrna. 

K,  C.  Ker,  Fort  Heileman,  under  orders  for  Fort 
Mellon. 
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‘id  artillery — Head  quarters  of  regiment  at  St.  Au- 
gustine. 

A,  T.  Childs,  Fort  Pierce. 

B,  J.  R.  Vinton,  New  Smyrna. 

C,  S.  Ringgold,  Fort  McHenry,  Maryland. 

D,  R.  B.  Lee,  Fort  Lauderdale. 

E,  E.  Lyon,  Fort  Brown. 

F,  W.  McClintock,  Fort  Pierce. 

G,  H.  Garner,  St.  Augustine. 

11,  D.  H.  Vinton,  Fort  Dallas. 

1,  M.  Burke,  Fort  Dallas. 

K,  W.  B.  Davidson,  Fort  Lauderdale. 

2 d infantry  —Head  quarters  of  regiment  at  Fort  King. 

A,  T.  Morris,  Fort  Holmes. 

B,  J.  R.  Smith,  Fort  Holmes. 

C,  S.  Casey,  Fort  King. 

D,  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  Fort  King. 

E,  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  Fort  King. 

F,  H.  Day,  Fort  King. 

G,  E.  K.  Barnum,  Fort  Russell. 

H,  C.  A.  Waite,  Fort  King. 

I,  A.  B.  Eaton,  Fort  Russell. 

K,  R.  E.  Heilzel,  Fort  Russell. 

7/A  infantry — Head  quarters  of  regiment  at  Micanopy. 

A,  G.  R.  Rains,  Fort  Wheelock. 

B,  F.  Lee,  Fort  Wacahoota. 

C,  T.  S.  Holmes,  Fort  Wheelock. 

D,  J.  R.  Stephenson,  Fort  Heileman. 

E,  D.  S.  Miles,  Micanopy. 

F,  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville,  Micanopy. 

F,  W.  Staweil,  Micanopy. 

H,  E.  S.  Hawkins,  Wacahoota. 

I,  S.  W.  Moore,  Micanopy. 

K,  S.  P.  Davis,  Micanopy. 

Sthinfantny-  Head  quarters  of  regiment  at  Tampa  bay. 

To  take  position  in  Square  No.  4. 

The  commander-in-chief,  gen.  Armistead,  it  is 
understood,  will  make  his  head  quarters,  during  the 
summer,  at  the  new  depot  of  Pilatka,  The  change 
of  the  old  location  is  considered  most  favorable,  both 
as  regards  economy  and  the  facility  of  transportation. 

THE  NAVY.  , 

A court  martial,  composed  of  the  following  offi- 
cers, is  in  session  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Delaware, 
at  the  Norfolk  station,  engaged  in  the  trial  of  Mid- 
shipman Charles  Weston. 

Commodore  Warrington,  president. 

Members — Capt.  Jesse  Wilkinson,  commanders 
Page  and  Strebbling,  lieutenants  Saunders,  James 
Armstrong  and  Farragut. 

Judge  advocate,  Henry  S.  Allmond,  esq. 

Council  for  the  accused,  John  S.  Milison. 

The  U.  States  ship  Decatur,  bearing  the  broad 
pennant  of  commodore  Ridgely,  captain  Ogden,  all 
well,  and  the  United  States  schooner  Enterprise, 
commander  Drayton,  bound  on  a cruise  off  Cape 
Trio,  surveying  the  coast,  were  at  Rio  Janeiro,  on 
the  2d  ult. 

The  Boston  Post  says: — The  United  States  ship 
Macedonian  dropped  down  from  the  navy  yard, 
yesterday  morning,  into  the  stream,  near  the  Co- 
lumbus. The  sloops  of  war  Erie  and  Levant  are 
also  in  the  stream  ready  for  sea.  This  squadron 
will  soon  sail  east,  touching  first  at  Portland. 

Defalcations.  The  Army  & Navy  Chronicle  states 
that  in  pursuance  of  the  requisitions  of  the  3d  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  passed  January  31,  1823,  the  presi- 
dent has  dismissed  from  the  navy  pursers  James 
Brooks  and  Payton  A.  Southall,  for  defalcations  in 
their  accounts.  The  sums  due  by  each  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  we  do  not  know.  Rumor  assigns  that  of 
purses  Brooks  as  high  as  $60,000.  Purser  South - 
all  was  dismissed  some  time  since,  but  his  case  sus- 
pended for  consideration  and  is  now  finally  acted  on. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Reminiscences.  At  a Sunday  school  celebration 
of  the  4 th  of  July,  held  in  a grove  near  New  Haven, 
the  venerable  Dr.  Webster  briefly  addressed  the 
children.  “In  the  year  1775,”  said  he  “I  was  a 
freshman  in  Yale  college.  In  June  of  that  year, 
gen.  Washington  passed  through  New  Haven,  on 
his  way  to  take  command  of  the  army  at  Charles- 
town, and  lodged  at  the  bouse  of  deacon  Beers, 
now  occupied  in  part  as  a store  by  Mr.  Bryan.  Iri 
the  morning  he  reviewed  the  military  company  of 
the  college.  Gen.  Lee,  who  accompanied  him  and 
who  had  been  a British  officer,  cried  out  with  asto- 
nishment at  their  skill  and  promptness.  That  com- 
pany of  Yale  college  students  had  the  honor  of  first 
escorting  gen.  Washington  after  his  appointment  to 
the  American  army.  They  accompanied  him  out  of 
town  as  far  as  Neck  Bridge;  and  he  who  addresses 
you  went  with  them  as  one  of  the  musicians. 

“Sixty- nine  years  ago,  I shouldered  my  musket  to 
go  to  Albany  to  meet  Burgoyne.  My  father  and  two 
brothers  were  already  in  the  army;  and  thus  my  mo- 
ther and  sisters  were  left  entirely  alone.  Provisions 
at  that  time  were  very  scarce.  The  steward  of  the 


college,  1 well  remember,  could  not  procure  enough 
for  the  students  to  eat,  atid  many  on  this  occasion 
were  obliged  to  return  to  their  parents.  It  was  a 
common  thing  to  cut  up  corn  stalks,  and  by  boiling, 
to  make  a kind  of  syrup,  lor  sweetening. 

“After  the  revolution,  I turned  my  attention  to 
compiling  books.  They  have  been  extensively  used 
in  this  country,  and  thus,  in  one  sense  I must  call 
you  my  pupils.  Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  my  young 
friends,  to  wish  you  much  happiness  and  useful- 
ness.” 

NEW  YORK. 

The  whig  slate  convention  assembled  at  Utica  on 
the  12th  inst.and  was  attended  by  an  immense  num- 
ber of  persons.  The  Albany  Journal  states  that 
the  procession  was  five  miles  long.  A correspon- 
dent of  the  New  York  American  asserts  that  it  ex- 
tended at  least  nine  miles.  The  Troy  Whig  states 
that  it  occupied  three  hours  in  passing  the  main 
street,  and  that  nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  per- 
sons were  counted  in  the  procession,  besides  seve- 
ral thousand  that  did  go  into  the  ranks.  Innumera- 
ble banners  and  insignias  were  displayed. 

The  convention  was  organized,  Peter  R.  L.  Liv- 
ingston, esq.  president. 

The  convention  unanimously  nominated  go- 
' vernor  Seward  and  lieutenant  governor  Bradish,  for 
re-election. 

The  electorial  ticket  was  formed  with  the  hon. 
James  Burt,  of  Orange,  a venerable  soldier,  state- 
man  and  patriot,  who  was  a Jeffersonian  elector  of 
president,  in  1800,  and  general  Peter  B.  Porter,  of 
Erie, .who  fought  with  a lion’s  heart  and  courage  at 
Chippawa  and  Fort  Erie — at  its  head  as  general 
electors — and,  on  recommendation  of  the  delegates 
of  the  respective  congressional  districts,  the  follow- 
ing persons  from  the  districts  designated. 

1st  District — Abraham  Rose, 


2d 

it 

John  T.  Harrison, 

3d 

it 

John  L.  Lawrence, 

it 

it 

Joseph  Tucker, 

« 

tt 

J.  Philips  Phenix, 

tt 

it 

Richard  S.  Williams, 

4th 

it 

Pierre  Van  Cortland 

5th 

it 

Peter  G.  Sharp, 

6th 

ft 

National  Dubois, 

7th 

tt 

Barto  White, 

8th 

«* 

Elisha  Jenkins, 

“ 

<( 

Harvey  Watson, 

9th 

a 

Archibald  McIntyre 

loth 

tt 

Griffith  P.  Griffith, 

11th 

tt 

Earl  Stimpson, 

12th 

a 

Josiah  Hand, 

13th 

“ 

Keyes  P.  Cool, 

14th 

tt 

Jonathan  Wallace, 

15th 

a 

H.  P.  Voorhies, 

16th 

a 

Eldridge  G.  Mesick, 

17th 

tt 

Thomas  Buck, 

18th 

tt 

Isaac  Ogden, 

19th 

tt 

Samuel  Balcom, 

20th 

tt 

Jacob  Livingston, 

21st 

a 

John  J.  Knox, 

tt 

it 

Peter  Pratt, 

22d 

tt 

John  Williams, 

“ 

it 

B.  Davis  Noxen, 

23d 

it 

John  J.  Speed, 

“ 

tt 

Daniel  Hibbard, 

24th 

it 

Grattan  H.  Wheeler, 

25th 

tt 

Albert  Crane, 

26th 

ft  4 

Charles  Bradish, 

27th 

it 

John  Wheeler, 

28  th 

i ( 

Gideon  Lee, 

29th 

cc 

William  Garbutt, 

30th 

(C 

Davis  Hurd, 

31st 

tt 

Henry  R.  Seymour, 

32d 

tt 

Philo  Orton. 

Among  the  speakers  were  the  hon.  N.  P.  Tall- 
mndge,  the  hon.  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  Hi- 
ram Ketchum,  esq.  of  New  York,  Alfred  Kelly,  esq. 
of  Ohio,  a son  of  Daniel  Webster,  of  Illinois,  and 
the  hon.  Mr.  Southard,  of  N.  Jersey. 

Rail  road  to  Albany.  The  estimated  cost  of  con- 
stiuction  of  the  contemplated  rail  road  between 
New  York  and  Albany,  by  the  most  direct  route  of 
14S  miles,  is  $'2,377,946.  Including  the  damages 
for  land',  the  cost  of  depots,  engines,  &.C.  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  about  $4,000,000.  The  Boston  Daily 
Advertiser  states  that  the  rail  roads  from  Boston  to 
Albany,  with  their  buildings,  engines,  &c.  will  not 
cost  far  from  $7,000,000. 

A public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  York 
was  held  on  Wednesday,  on  the  subject  of  the  New 
York  and  Albany  rail  road,  at  which  the  mayor  pre- 
sided. The  following  resolutions  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  time  has  arrived  when  a 
due  regard  to  the  great  commercial  interests  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  require  that  a railway  be  formed 
upon  the  most  direct  route  from  this  city,  within  the 
limits  of  our  stale,  to  connect,  by  an  unbroken  chain,] 
the  two  great  lines  leading  north  to  Lake  Cham- 


plain, and  west  by  Albany,  Troy  and  Buffalo,  to 
Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  great  object  in  view,  in  se- 
curing the  construction  of  a railway  to  unite  the 
cities  ofNew  York,  Albany  and  Troy,  will  be  best 
promoted,  by  giving  aid  to  the  New  York  and  Al- 
bany rail  road,  which  will  enable  that  company  to 
prosecute,  to  an  early  completion,  the  work  as  com- 
menced by  them. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  experience  of  the  past 
years,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  has  con- 
firmed the  utility  of  railways,  as  a means  of  inter- 
communication, available  at  all  seasons,  for  travel 
and  trade — that  the  New  York  and  Albany  rail 
road,  forming  as  it  does,  the  main  stem,  or  trunk,  of 
a system  of  railways,  spreading  far  into  the  interior 
and  passing  through  a rich  agricultural,  mineral  and 
manufacturing  region,  will  not  be  exceeded  in  profit 
and  utility,  by  any  similar  work  in  this  country. 

4 Resolved,  That  the  rail  road  between  the  cities 
of  Albany  and  Boston,  now  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction and  nearly  completed,  affording  as  it  will, 
a cheap  mode  of  transportation,  between  the  east 
and  the  west— available  when  our  rivers  and  canals 
are  closed  with  ice — and  the  vigorous  and  success- 
ful efforts  which  have  been  made  by  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia,  to  accomplish  a similar  object, — 
while  they  are  creditable  to  the  enterprise  of  our 
sister  cities,  are  well  calculated  to  admonish  us, 
that  similar  efforts  are  absolutely  necessary  on  the 
part  of  New  York,  to  preserve  her  commercial  su- 
premacy. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  will  contribute  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  ability  to  promote  the  construction  of 
the  New  York  and  Albany  rail  road,  and  that  we 
will  co-operate  with  our  citizens,  both  of  New  York 
and  the  country,  in  effecting  that  object;  and  that 
we  notice  with  satisfaction  the  renewed  interest 
which  pervades  the  whole  community,  both  in  the 
city  and  in  the  interior,  and  that  henceforth,  our 
efforts,  both  individually  and  collectively,  shall  not 
cease  until  this  great  object  is  accomplished. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  proposed  route  of  the  New  York  and 
Albany  rail  road  are  justly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  citizens  ofNew  York  for  the  pains  which  they 
have  taken  to  direct  our  attention  to  that  important 
enterprise,  and  for  the  important  part  of  the  under- 
taking which  they  have  ventured  to  assume. 

Transfer  office  in  New  York.  We  understand 
that,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  last  session,  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  canal  fund  have  made  a contract, 
with  the  Manhattan  company  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  for  the  establishment  at  that  bank  of  an  office 
at  which  certificates  of  stock  for  loans  made  in  be- 
half of  the  state,  either  by  the  commissioners  or  the 
comptroller,  are  to  be  issued  and  transferred. 

A new  system  of  regulations,  we  learn,  has  been 
adopted  for  facilitating  the  transfer  of  the  stocks  of 
this  state,  for  the  renewal  of  certificates  that  may  be 
lost,  and  for  the  issuing  of  new  certificates  to  the 
legal  representatives,  heirs  and  devisees  of  deceased 
holders,  which  will  render  them  more  easily  nego- 
ciable  and  more  valuable  for  investment. 

[■ Albany  Evening  Jour. 

Mr.  Tallmadge.  It  is  stated  in  the  New  York 
Times  that  senator  Tallmadge  has  commenced  suits 
against  the  editor  of  the  Washington  Globe  for  a 
libel,  and  against  the  N.  Y.  Evening  Post  for  its  re- 
publication, laying  his  damages  at  $20,000. 

Bishop  Moore.  The  numerous  relations  and  friends 
of  this  venerable  prelate  have  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  him  once  more  among  them.  On  Sundav 
last  he  preached  twice  on  Staten  Island;  and  from 
the  same  desk  he  officiated  more  than  half  a centu- 
ry ago.  Bishop  Moore  is  now  nearly  80,  but  en- 
joys excellent  health,  and  preaches  with  the  same 
ardor  and  Christian  affection  he  was  celebrated  for 
twenty  years  ago.  There  is  now  none  among  us 
that  appears  so  patriarchal.  His  white  hair  flow- 
ing over  his  shoulders;  liis  trembling  hands  and 
venerable  appearance  as  he  discourses  in  the  pul- 
pit, give  him  the  appearance  of  a man  who  be- 
longs to  a by-gone  age.  Indeed,  he  truly  does 
belong  to  ancient  times;  for  he  recollects  when  a 
boy,  the  city  when  it  contained  only  thirty  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  a less  number  than  that  of  Brook- 
lyn. He  has  a distinct  recollection  when  St.  Paul’s 
church  was  built,  and  when  it  was  so  far  up  town 
that  it  was  objected  to  by  the  inhabitants  generally, 
Broadway  extended  only  a very  short  distance  above 
it,  and  was  not  paved.  [iY.  Y.  Exp. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

There  is  no  state  in  the  union  that  appears  to  be 
more  earnestly  contended  for  by  both  political  par- 
ties, than  New  Jersey.  Numerous  meetings  are 
held  in  every  direction  and  are  attended  by  im- 
mense crowds.  Six  thousand  whigs  assembled  at 
Jersey  city  a few  days  since,  at  a log  cabin  raising, 
and  were  addressed  by  senator  Southard,  Ogden 
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Hoffman,  capt.  Stockton  and  several  other  gentle- 
men. 

The  administration  party  held  a large  and  enthu- 
siastic meeting  at  Rahway,  on  Monday  last.  The 
editor  of  the  New  York  Era,  who  was  present, 
speaks  of  it  as  being  altogether  a very  spirited  and 
triumphant  affair.  About  six  thousand  persons  were 
present. 

The  whigs  held  a meeting  at  Jersey  city,  on  the 
29th  ult.  which  the  N-  Y.  American  represents  to 
have  been  “like  all  those  now  held  by  the  whigs  of 
New  Jersey,  enthusiastic  and  most  numerous.” — 
Not  less  than  5,000  persons  were  present,  in  front 
of  Miller’s  hotel,  from  the  steps  of  which,  after  the. 
dedication  of  the  log  cabin,  and  the  presenting  of 
Ihe  flag  from  the  ladies,  the  meeting  was  addressed. 
Mr.  Southmay.d,  president  of  the  Tippecanoe  club, 
took  the  chair  about  half  past  4 o’clock;  and  Mr. 
Alexander  immediately  introduced  Sam’l  L.  South- 
ard, who  for  an  hour  held  the  audience  attentive  and 
delighted.  He  spoke  with  the  genuine  fervor  of  a 
Jerseyman,  of  the  gross  wrongs  inflicted  on  his  na- 
tive state,  and  with  a staternan’s  views  ol  the  gene- 
ral disastrous  policy  of  the  measures  of  the  adminis- 
tration. He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Field,  attorney 
general  of  the  state,  J.  W.  Miller,  of  Morris  county, 
Ogden  Hoffman  and  captain  Stockton.  Mr.  Hoff- 
man’s speech  was  in  his  happiest  vein — persuasive, 
eloquent,  and  not  offensive  to  any  fair  opponent. — 
The  meeting  was  prolonged  until  after  sundown, 
and  will  produce  good  fruits. 

A meeting whigs,  in  Broom  county,  took  place 
on  the  6th  inst.  The  number  in  attendance  was  esti- 
mated at  3,500„  with  banners,  mottos  and  devices. 
H.  M.  Romeyn,  of  Ulster,  and  gen.  Hubbell,  of  Tomp- 
kins, addressed  the  meeting  “with  great  effect.” 

Mr.  Webster  was  at  the  meeting  at  Morristoivn, 
on  his  way  to  Stanhope,  Sussex  county.  The  New- 
ark Daily  Advertiser  gives  the  following  notice  ol 
his  speech  from  a correspondent: — “He  spoke  about 
ten  minutes,  and  such  a speech  was  seldom  or  ne- 
ver made  within  such  a compass.  He  said  he  had 
a duty  to  perform  to-morrow  at  another  place,  and 
that  he  did  not  appear  here  to  make  a speech: 
but  he  could  not  fail  to  embrace  the  opportunity  to 
express  his  deep  sense  of  the  wrongs  New  Jersey 
had  suffered  at  Washington.  He  declared,  and  was 
ready  to  stake  whatever  of  .reputation  he  may  have 
acquired  in  the  woild  on  the  declaration,  that  the 
transactions  at  Washington  in  this  case  were  uncon- 
stitutional, violent  and  wholly  indefensible.  But 
he  rejoiced  in  being  able  to  congratulate  us  upon 
the  prospects  ofa  brighter  day.  Massachusetts  was 
coming  to  the  rescue — the  glorious  tidings  by  the 
morning  mails  spoke  for  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  of 
Mobile  and  North  Carolina,  and  these  were  but  the 
prelude  of  that  mighty  tempest  of  public  indigna- 
tion which  was  coming  over  the  whole  land  to  pu- 
rify the  atmosphere  and  bring  on  another  day  ot 
prosperity  and  peace.  This  great  man  retired  as  he 
came,  amidst  the  heartiest  cheers,  and  the  assem- 
blage adjourned  in  high  spirits  to  meet  at  Stanhope 
the  next  day.” 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Charles  J.  Ingefsoll  has  been  nominated  by  the 
administration  party  in  the  third  district,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  congress. 

The  lion.  Charles  Naylor  has  been  unanimously 
nominated  a3  the  whig  candidate  for  the  third  con- 
gressional district  ot  Pennsylvania. 

After  the  late  trial  and  conviction  of  the  two  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  late  riot  at  Philadelphia,  touch- 
ing the  Trenton  rail  road  i n Kensington,  a motion 
was  made  for  a new  trial.  The  motion  was  enter- 
tained by  the  court,  and  testimony  and  argument 
heard,  when  cn  Monday  the  court  decided  against 
a nevv  trial. 

Emigration.  A number  of  frame  work-knitters 
have  emigrated  to  the  United  States  during  the  last 
week  or  two,  and  others  are  about  to  follow  them. 
Their  place  of  destinalion  is  Germantown,  near  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  there  i3  a large  manufactory  for 
hose,  gloves,  &c.  carried  on  by  a Quaker. 

[Leicester,  England,  Chronicle. 

Anthracite  iron.  A new  furnace,  the  “Columbia,” 
was  put  into  operation  some  days  ago  at  Danville, 
Pa.  It  was  blown  in  more  successfully  than  any  of 
tile  others,  running  pigs  of  an  excellent  quality  from 
the  very  commencement,  and  produced  thirty-five 
tons  of  iron  the  first  week.  The  stack  is  thirty- 
three  feet  high,  and  8^  feet  across  the  boshes. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  states  that  no 
other  than  Pennsylvania  arthracite  iron  is  to  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  any  portion  of  the  new  Phila- 
delphia steamer,  now  in  progress,  to  run  from  that 
port  to  England. 

MARYLAND. 

Executive  pardons.  Governor  Grayson,  on  Mon- 
day last,  granted  pardons  to  John  Riddle,  Peter 
O’Hara,  John  W.  Downing  and  N.  Hilliard,  confin- 


ed in  the  penitentiary.;  and  to  Nicholas  Colford,  con- 
fined in  Baltimore  county  jail. 

VIRGINIA. 

An  administration  meeting  was  held  at  Wythe  on 
31st  ultimo,  which  the  Wythe  Journal  says  was  “the 
largest  public  festival  ever'held  in  Virginia  west  of 
the  Alleganies.”  The  meeliDg  was  addressed  by 
Mr.  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Grundy,  and  in  the  evening  by 
Mr.  Waterson. 

The  democratic  festival  at  Winchester . From  the 
Winchester  Virginian,  July  20th.  The  immense  ga- 
thering of  the  people  on  the  23d,  was  a striking  il- 
lustration of  the  fact,  that  the  strength — the  num- 
ber— the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  land,  is  with  the 
democracy — that  they  are  the  hardy,  honest  yoe- 
manry — the  working  men — who  are  devoted  to  the 
true  and  permanent  interests  of  their  country  at 
large — and  who  will  never  surrender  themselves  to 
the  narrow  and  selfish  views  of  the  proud  and  fa- 
vored speculating  classes. 

THE  DAY  BEFORE. 

Many  were  seen  approaching  the  town  in  compa- 
nies— some  three  or  four — some  ten  or  fifteen — and 
one  or  two  companies  of  twenty  or  thirty  in  num- 
ber. They  gave  the  federalists  to  understand,  that 
the  democracy  were  aroused,  and  that  they  couid 
and  would  come  forth  from  “mountain  and  valley,” 
when  occasion  required.  It  was  amusing  to  observe 
the  looks  of  the  whigs.  Some  of  the  more  generous 
expressed,  and  doubtless  felt,  a wish  That  all  might 
pass  off  well — while  some  wondered — some  looked 
astonished — and  some  tried  to  appear  careless  of 
what  was  passing  around.  Many  appeared  anxious 
that  something  might  occur  to  mar  the  .coming  tri- 
umph, and  already  exulted  in  the  idea — the  hope--— 
that  it  would  be  a failure.  But  their  exultations 
were  as  premature,  as  they  are,  frequently,  before 
elections. 

As  a great  many  bad  arrived  before  night,  the 
whigs  longed  for  a chance  to  obtrude  themselves 
upon  their  attention — to  enlighten  them,  as  they  say. 
They  had  their  plans  laid — two  whig  congressmen 
were  expected — and  arrangements  were  made  by 
the  “Tippecanoes”  to  invite  them  to  speak,  so  as  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  audience  collected  by  their 
opponents. 

And  the  congressmen  came — Messrs.  John  W. 
Crockett  and  C.  H.  Williams— both  of  Tennessee — 
professing  to  be  whigs.  After  supper,  they  both 
held  forth  from  the  platform,  at  Taylor’s  hotel.  It 
was  soon  perceptible,  however,  that  they  were  none 
of  the  “great  guns.”  One  of  them  talked  about  log 
cabins  and  hard  cider,  and  the  other  had , a story  about 
Kitty  Clapper— but  such  things  did  not  take  well 
with  a Virginia  audience.  Even  the  whigs,  shame- 
less as  they  are,  appeared,  lor  once,  to  be  abashed. 
They  were  answered  by  the  eloquence  of  Henry 
Bedinger,  esq.  of  Jefferson.  The  whigs  were  at 
once  thrown  into  disorder:  whether  intentional,  or 
involuntary,  we  cannot  say.  But  the  orator  soon 
made  himself  be  heard,  and  at  last  commanded  and 
enchained  the  attention  of  the  audience.  The  whigs 
had  to  bring  forward  another  champion:  Mr.  P.  Wil- 
liams, of  Winchester,  replied.  The  enthusiasm  with 
which  Mr.  Bedinger  was  again  called  out,  evinced 
the  very  favorable  impression  he  had  made.  He 
obeyed  the  call,  and  made  a speech  still  more  elo- 
quent than  the  first.  The  people  then  dispersed, 
about  II  o’clock — the  deinocracts,  we  know,  high- 
ly delighted  with  the  result  of  the  proceedings  “on 
•;h.e  evening  of  the  first  day.” 

THE  MORNING  OF  THE  TWENTY-TITIRD. 

A national  salute  was  fired  at  sun-rise,  and  the 
streets  were  soon  thronged  by  those  “who  know 
their  lights,  and  knowing,  dare  maintain  them.” 

THE  RUSSELL  PRECINCT. 

The  cavalcade  from  this  precinct,  under  their 
marshal,  capt.  J.  W.  Pifer,  deserves  notice  on  ac- 
count of  its  great  numbers,  and  the  military  order  in 
which  it  entered  town,  and  moved  through  the 
streets.  After  halting  a short  time  at'  the  Eagle 
hotel,  they  went  to  meet 

THE  TENTH  LEGION  OF  DEMOCRACY. 

And  here  they  caine — hundreds  upon  hundreds, 
in  long  array.  Old  Shenandoah  and  Page,  justly 
termed  the  right  wing  of  the  tenth  legion,  had  pour- 
ed forth  their  sturdy,  independent  population.  They 
came  to  join  the  throng  of  freemen,  inspiring  hope 
and  confidence  in  their  friends — and  striking  dismay 
into  the  hearts  of  their  federal  opponents,  as  they 
have  often  done  effectually  before.  And  this  the 
federalists  here  remember  to  their  sorrow. 

From  generous  Clarke  arid  Warren,  Rappahan- 
nock, Jefferson,  Berkeley,  Hampshire,  Hardy  and 
other  counties,  the  delegations  were  also  numerous 
and  respectable.  And  bur  sister  state  of  Maryland 
had  sent  some  of  her  sons  too,  who  have  nobly  bat- 
tled in  the  cause  of  equal  rights,  against  a domi- 
neering faction  of  federal  whigs. 

At  half  past  nine  o’clock,  the  cannon  announced 
that  the  hour  had  arrived  for  the  formation  of 


THE  PROCESSION. 

It  was  formed  under  the  direction  of  the  mar- 
shals, on  Market  street,  in  the  order  heretofore  in- 
dicated. The  democratic  associations  from  Jeffer- 
son county  and  Maryland,  arrived  while  the  proces- 
sion was  forming,  and  took  their  stations.  A band 
of  music  was  placed  in  front,  and  others  were  sta- 
tioned at  suitable  distances  along  the  column.  The 
signal  to  march  was  then  given,  and  the  procession 
moved  along  Market  street  to  the  southern  end  of 
town — thence  across  to  Loudoun  street.  Pass- 
ing down  the  Main  street,  the  procession  halted 
when  the  front  reached  the  Eagle  hotel,  in  order  to 
receive  the  hon.  C.  B.  Samuels.  Other  guests  were 
in  like  manner  received  at  Taylor’s  hotel.  When 
the  front  of  the  procession  reached  Piccadilly  street, 
it  wheeled  to  the  right  to  take  the  Berry ville  road, 
.which  led  to  the  beautiful  grove  on  the  farm  ofWm. 
A.  Baker,  which  had  been  selected  for  the  festival. 

The  procession  was  truly  “respectable  and  im- 
posing”— doubtless  by  far  Ihe  largest  ever  seen  in 
Winchester.  At  one  time  the  greater  portion  of 
main  street  appeared  one  living,  moving  mass.. — 
And  then  it  was  cheering  to  see  the  broad  dense 
column  extending  more  than  a thousand  yards  along 
tfi.e  road,  the  front  entering  the  grove  before  the 
rear  had  emerged  from  the  town. 

Alter  the  company  had  spent  a few  moments  in 
hilarity,  and  partaking  of  refreshments  from  the 
“360  gallon  vessel  of  punch,”  and  other  ample  pre 
parations  which  had  been  made  for  their  accommo- 
dation, they  gathered  around  the  stand  prepared  for 
the  orators. 

Colonel  J.  M.  Mason,  in  a few  appropriate  re- 
marks, welcomed  the  guests  respectively',  from 
Maryland,  Jefferson,  Clarke  and  other  counties  ol 
Virginia.  He  then  introduced  to  the  meeting  the 
hon.  W.  W.  Wick,  oflndiana,  who  opened  the  dis- 
cussion. At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  the  com- 
pany withdrew  to  the  “democratic  dinner” — plain, 
but  abundant,  and  free  to  every  friend  of  his  coun- 
try. 

After  dinner,  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  the 
following  gentlemen,  in  the  order  in  which  they  me 
named: 

Hon.  G.  B.  Samuels,  of  Shenandoah. 

Hon.  Joseph  Johnson,  of  Clarksburg,  Va. 

John  Letcbpr,  esq.  of  Rockbridge. 

Henry  Bedinger,  esq.  of  Jefferson. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  of  Winchester, 

Win.  A.  Harris,  esq.  of  Page. 

The  speeches  were  all  highly  interesting,  able 
and  argumentative.  They  were  listened  to  with 
great  attention,  and  often . called  forth  the  loud  and 
deafening  applause  of  the  hearers.  Some  of  them 
were  remarkable  for  close  and  powerful  argument 
— others  for  thrilling  declamation,  and  keen  and 
biting  sarcasm.  The  conduct  of  the  president, 
which  has  been  recklessly  assailed  by  so  many  false 
and  wanton  accusations,  was  triumphantly  defejul- 
. ed.  And  the  humbugs,  the  frauds  and  fooleries, 
and  impositions  of  the  federal  abolition  whigs,  were 
exposed  to  the  indignation  of  the  intelligent  yeo- 
manry who  had  “come  to  the  gathering.” 

The  morning  was  cloudy,  and  the  company  were 
slightly  incommoded  by  rain  for  a short  time.  But 
it  soon  cleared  away,  without  having  interrupted 
the  cheering  proceedings  of  the  day. 

The  immense  concourse  retired  late  in  the  even- 
ing, in  the  most  perfect  order,  gratified  and  delight- 
ed with  the  proceedings,  anil  warmed  and  cheered 
in  their  devotion  to  their  republican  principles. 

The  number  present  has  been  variously  estimated 
at  from  1,500  to  10,000.  The  veritables  of  the  Re- 
publican put  down  the  number  in  procession  at 
1,500,  although  some  of  their  party  confessed  a wish 
that  they  had  said  2,000,  as  he  liked  to  see.  people 
come  at  “something  like  the  truth.”  We  are  told 
that  the  delegation  from  the  Tenth  Legion  alone, 
amounted  to  1,000  or  1,500.  We  were  also  told  by 
several  gentlemen,  that  they  had  counted  the  num- 
ber in  the  procession,  and  estimating  them  with  the 
great  number  present  at  the  grove,  who  were  not 
in  the  procession,  they  fixed  the  number  from  5 to 
6,000 — which  is  probably  nearest  the  truth. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Elections.  The  result  of  the  polling  on  the  13ih 
inst.  exhibits  a very  decided  whig  gain  in  the  elec- 
tions for  governor  and  of  members  of  the  legislature. 
Morehead  (whig)  is  stated  to  be  10,337  votes  ahead 
of  Sanders,  (ad.in.)  and  17  eastern  and  3 western 
counties  to  be  heard  from. 

ALABAMA. 

Elections.  The  returns  so  far  as  received,  leaves 
it  yet  doubtful  which  party  will  have  the  ascenden- 
cy in  the  legislature.  The  Portsmouth  Times  of 
Ihe  ISth,  reports  that  the  whigs  will  have  a majority 
of  three  on  joint  ballot.  The  Globe  on  the  contrary 
copies  from  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  extra, which 
asserts  that  they  have  the  full  result  of  the  senate, 
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which,  including  those  elected  this  year,  stands  19 
adm.  and  l-l  whig — adrn.  majority  5. 

The  National  Intelligencer  gives  the  following: 
Kingston,  (Ala.)  Aug.  7,  1840. 

Enclosed  I send  you  some  account  of  our  elec- 
tions. You  will  see  that  there  is  some  prospect  of 
a whig  majoritj-  on  joint  ballot  in  the  legislature. 
There  are  in  the  senate  thirty-three  members;  in 
the  house  one  hundred  members.  We  have  cer- 
tainly fifteen  whigs  in  the  senate,  and  forty-eight 
whigs  in  the  house,  and  a good  prospect  for  eight 
or  ten  more.  In  haste,  truly  yours. 

Judge  William  Smith  died  at  Huntsville,  Alaba- 
ma, on  the  26th  ult.  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. — 
He  was  once  a senator  from  South  Carolina,  and 
afterwards  appointed  associate  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  by  general  Jackson,  but 
declined  the  office. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  deposits  of  the  Mississippi  river,  extending 
from  St.  Louis  street  down  to  the  third  municipali- 
ty, suddenly  caved  in  on  Friday  night.  In  some 
places  they  have  sunk  fully  six  feet,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  wharves  have  sustained  much  injury; 
a majority  of  them  will  have  to  be  renewed  com- 
pletely. ' [N.  O.  Bee,  Aug.  10. 

TENNESSEE. 

Great  southwestern  convention.  We  are  gratified 
to  have  it  in  our  power  to  state,  on  authority  which 
cannot  be  mistaken,  that  the  hon.  John  J.  Critten-i 
den,  of  Kentucky,  will  be  present  at  the  convention 
of  the  17th  of  August.  A letter  from  a distinguish- 
ed source  at  Washington,  states  that  the  hon.  Waddy 
Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  will  certainly  bo  here; 
and  that,  if  practicable,  the  lion.  W.  C.  Preston  will 
accompany  his  respected  colleague.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  surmises  of  the  enemy  to  the  contrary,  we 
have  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  hon.  S.  S.  Pren- 
tiss, of  Mississippi,  will  be  on  the  ground.  He  is 
now  on  a flying  visit  to  the  north,  and  we  under- 
stand that  in  addition  to  his  anxiety  to  meet  the 
great  convention  at  Nashville,  professional  business 
at  home  will  call  him  back  in  time  to  be  with  us. — 
The  final  determination  of  Mr.  Clay  is  not  yet 
known;  the  impression  among  his  Kentucky  friends 
is  that  he  will  be  here. 

[ Nashville  ( Tenn.)  Whig,  July  29. 

KENTUCKY . 

The  rev.  Robert  Davidson,  pastor  of  McCord 
church,  in  Lexington,  (Ky.)  has  been  elected  pre- 
sident of  Transylvania  university,  and  will  entei 
formally  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  at  the  opening 
of  the  next  session  in  October. 

Elections.  There  are  90  counties  in  Kentucky. 
In  1836,  Van  Buren  had  33,433  and  Harrison  36,955 
votes — Harrison’s  majority  3,520. 

We  have  complete  returns  of  the  late  election 
from  SS  counties,  which  show  a majority  of  15,350 
for  the  whig  candidates  for  governor,  &c. 

OHIO. 

Fires  at  Cleveland.  About  half  past  10  o’clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th  inst.  a fire  broke  out  in 
the  basement  story  of  the  Cleveland  Exchange,  or 
Globe  tavern,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Foote — the  inmates 
of  which  had  barely  time  to  make  their  escape  so 
rapid  was  the  conflagration.  But  little  of  the  fur- 
niture was  saved.  The  house  itself  was  insured. 

The  fire  very  soon  communicated  to  the  large 
four  story  brick  hotel  erected  last  fall  by  the  Mer- 
win  estate,  on  the  corner  of  Superior  lane  and 
Merwin  street.  The  building  was  but  partially 
completed,  three  of  the  stores  in  the  basement  en- 
tirely so,  only  one  of  which  was  occupied.  The 
building  was  in  immediate  contact  with  the  ex- 
change, and  three  or  four  windows  in  the  exposed 
end  being  unprotected  by  iron  blinds,  gave  the 
Haines  easy  access  to  the  interior  and  roof  of  the 
stately  pile.  In  a short  time  the  fire  broke  out  from 
under  the  roof  nearly  the  whole  extent  of  the  build- 
ing, and  raged  with  tremendous  fury  until  the  root 
fell  in  and  was  consumed.  Loss  estimated  at 
$15,000 — no  insurance.  South  of  the  exchange  a 
range  of  three  wooden  buildings  extending  on  Mer- 
win street  to  an  alley,  wrere  burned. 

A building  owned  by  R Champion,  valued  at 
$1,000.  Insured  for  $ 500,  by  Portage  Mutual  in- 
surance co.  Occupied  by  Walke  as  a shoe  shop, 
and  Rooney  as  a clothing  shop.  Most  of  the  con- 
tents of  each  saved.  Building  hurnt. 

Next  the  Tiemont  House,  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Thompson,  and  owned  by  estate  of  McCIarphy, 
contents  mostly  saved.  Building  valued  at  $1,000. 
No  insurance. 

The  ottier  building  destroyed  was  occupied  by 
C.  Bradburn,  grocer.  Damage  to  goods  about 
$600.  Amount  of  insurance  by  Columbus  Insu- 
rance company  $1,500.  The  building  was  owned 
by  Benedict  & Baxter — no  insurance. 

On  the  morning  following  the  above  mentioned 
fire,  the  distillery  owned  by  Messrs.  Vinton  & 


Chamberlin  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire — loss  estimated  at  $15,000. 

INDIANA. 

Election.  In  1836,  Van  Buren  had  32,478,  and 
Harrison  41,281  votes  in  Indiana.  Whig  majority 
8,803. 

Complete  returns  are  received  from  89  counties, 
which  show  a majority  for  Bigger,  the  whig  candi- 
date for  governor,  of  9,503. 

To  the  legislature,  14  whig  and  2 V.  B.  senators, 
and  77  whig  and  23  V.  B.  representatives  are  elect- 
ed from  counties,  which,  in  the  last  legislature  were 
represented  by  9 V.  B.  and  7 whig  senators,  and  38 
whig  and  62  V.  B.  representatives. 

The  official  returns  have  been  received  from  the 
7th  congressional  district.  The  vote  stands:  Lane 
(W.)  10,883,  Hannegan  (adm.)  9,427.  Whig  ma- 
jority 1,456.  Last  year  Howard  (adm.)  had  1,754 
majority.  Whig  gain  3,210! 

ILLINOIS. 

There  are  about  75  counties  in  Illinois.  In  1836 
the  popular  vote  was  31,567,  of  which  Van  Buren 
had  17,275,  and  Harrison  14,292 — VanBuren’s  ma- 
jority 2,983. 

The  senate  is  composed  of  40  members,  and  the 
house  of  91. 

The  state  of  the  polls  it  is  said  is  effected  by  the 
law  which  allows  resident  foreigners  to  vote,  a great 
number  of  whom  are  now  employed  upon  the  pub- 
lic works. 

The  accounts  so  far  as  received,  show  a conside- 
rable administration  gain.  A letter  from  Danville 
of  the  12th  says,  that  in  55  counties  heard  from,  the 
Van  Buren  gain  is  3,400  in  the  popular  vote,  11  se- 
nators and  14  members  of  the  house.  The  letter 
estimates  the  Van  Buren  majority  in  the  state  at 
5,000. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  gives  returns  from  67 
counties,  showing  a Van  Buren  majority  of  3,620. 
The  senate  10  Van  Buren  and  7 whig.  House  48 
Van  Buren  and  38  whig. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  14th  gives  returns 
from  40  counties — Van  Buren  6 senators  and  26  re- 
presentatives— Whig  7 senators  and  33  representa- 
tives. 

Riot  at  Lockport,  Illinois.  A letter  of  the  3d  inst. 
from  Juliet,  Will  county,  Illinois,  states  that  there 
had  been  a riot  at  Lockport,  in  the  course  of  which 
an  attempt  was  made  to  bum  the  canal  office.  The 
sheriff  with  a large  posse  w as  ordered  out,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  suppressing  the  disorder,  in  doing  which, 
general  Fry,  (canal  commissioner),  captaiu  Sisson 
and  esquire  Barnum,  were  badly  burnt. 

Illinois  bonds.  It  is  stated  in  the  New  York 
American  that  the  proceedings  in  equity  to  restrain 
Mr.  John  Delafield  from  transferring  the  bonds  from 
that  state,  have  been  transferred  from  the  United 
States  court  to  the  court  of  chancery  of  that  state, 
and  that  the  motion  for  an  injunction  and  receiver 
will  be  argued  at  Saratoga  springs,  before  the  chan- 
pellor,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  August,  instant.  Upon 
that  occasion,  Daniel  Webster  will  appear  as  one  of 
the  counsel  in  behalf  of  Illinois. 

MISSOURI. 

Elections.  At  the  presidential  election  in  1836, 
Missouri  gave  10,995  Van  Buren,  and  7,335  whig 
votes.  Van  Buren  majority  3,660. 

In  1838,  the  Van  Buren  majority  in  the  state  was 
upwards  of  6,000. 

The  election  for  governor,  so  far  as  returns  are 
received,  show  a majority  for  Clark,  (Van  Buren), 
over  Reynolds,  (whig),  of  656  votes.  The  whig 
counties  in  this  state  are  always  first  heard  from. 
The  returns  as  compared  with  the  votes  for  mem- 
bers of  congress  two  years  ago,  shews  a Van  Buren 
gain  of  about  100. 

The  legislature.  In  1839,  the  house  consisted  of 
97  members,  and  the  administration  majority  was  19. 
This  year  the  numben  of  members  has  been  increas- 
ed considerably.  The  Missouri  Argus,  (Y.  B.)  of 
the  10th,  estimate  the  Van  Buren  majority  at  22  to 
24.  So  far  as  heard  from,  the  Van  Buren  party  had 
gained  9 and  lost  six  members  compared  with  last 
year. 

In  the  senate,  the  administration  party  had  lost 
a member  in  the  district  composed  of  Marion, 
Lewis,  Clark  and  Ralls,  another  in  Cooper,  and  ano- 
ther in  Montgomery  and  Lincoln.  It  is  estimated, 
says  the  Argus  that  tile  senate  will  consist  of  18  ad- 
ministration and  15  whigs. 

..  FLORIDA. 

Indian  murders.  By  the  Tallahasse  Floridian  of 
July  25,  we  learn  that  on  the  l-2th  ult.  a party  of  In- 
dians carried  off  a negro  boy  from  Mr.  Hawkins,  3 
miles  from  Chattahoochie,  and  killed  several  calves. 
The  boy  was  found  next  morning  with  his  head  cut 
off.  They  also  burned  some  out  houses  of  a Mrs. 
Champman,  and  killed  her  hogs.  Straggling  par- 
ties of  Indians  were  seen  all  about  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  tbe  capital. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

The  Vattemare  system  of  international 
exchanges.  The  testimonials  with  which  we  in- 
tended to  accompany  our  notice  of  the  project  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Register,  it  became  necessa- 
ry to  defer  to  the  present  number.  We  have  to  se- 
lect a few  from  the  vast  mass  which,  if  inserted  at 
large,  would  occupy  a volume.  Suffice  it  that  we 
show  the  estimate  in  which  the  proposition  is  held 
by  men  in  various  countries,  whose  judgment  must 
command  respect. 

To  the  consummation  of  the  system  proposed, 
amateurs,  authors,  artists,  learned  men,  directors  of 
public  establishments,  ministers  of  state,  princes 
and  sovereigns,  in  fine,  all  classes  of  philanthropists 
have  spontaneously  extended  the  influence  of  their 
approbation  and  patronage.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said, 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  thar  the  distin- 
guished and  cordial  support  which  has  hitherto  been 
accorded  to  the  proposition,  furnishes  the  most  en- 
couraging proofs  of  the  advancement  of  civilization 
and  social  improvement  which  must  necessaiily  re- 
sult from  it. 

From  his  excellency,  Alexandre  de  Mordwinoff,  Saint 
Petersburg. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  his  majesty,  the 
emperor,  having  been  made  acquainted  with  your 
proposition  respecting  the  establishment  of  a system 
of  general  exchange  of  duplicates,  has  perfectly  ap- 
proved your  idea;  and  you  are  requested,  sir,  to 
present  a prospectus,  clearly  setting  forth  your  plan 
for  affecting  that  object. 

Three  years  subsequent  to  this  period,  and  a few  days 
before  his  departure  from  Europe  for  America, 
Monsieur  Vattemare  received  from  M.  de  Tolstoy, 
correspondent  of  the  monster  of  public  instruction, 
in  Russia,  the  following  additional  testimonial  of 
the  interest  which  his  Russian  majesty  takes  in  this 
great  plan: 

Paris,  June  1,  1S39. 

Sir:  His  majesty,  the  emperor,  wishing  to  give 
you  a token  of  his  high  satisfaction,  has  deigned  to 
present  you  with  a gold  snuff  box  enriched  with 
diamonds. 

From  count  d’ A pponi,  Austrian  ambassador  at  Paris. 

Your  project  of  exchange  of  books,  manuscripts 
and  objects  of  ait  between  the  different  libraries  and 
collections  of  the  world,  is  a grand  and  noble  con- 
ception. At  the  same  time  it  is  so  simple  and  ob- 
vious, that  it  is  difficult  to«explain  how  it  should 
have  been  neglected  so  long.  I hope,  however,  it 
will  now  receive  the  serious  attention  of  the  public; 
and  that  governments  and  individuals  may  contri- 
bute to  the  consummation  of  your  design  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  faculties. 

In  the  success  of  this  noble  enterprise  for  which 
you  have  made  and  continue  to  make,  such  immense 
sacrifices,  I shall  most  sincerely  rejoice.  Such  ge- 
nerous and  persevering  efforts  deserve  to  be  signally 
rewarded,  and  I have  no  doubt  they  will  be  crowned 
with  the  most  success.  B’Apponi. 

From  M.  Eugene  de  Monglave,  in  the  name  of  the 
Historical  institute  of  France.  March  12,  1836. 
Your  idea,  sir,  is  a grand  and  generous  one,  which 
ought  to  succeed,  and  which  every  studious  man 
should  encourage  by  all  means  in  his  power.  The 
chamber  of  deputies  has  offered  you  its  aid,  and  you 
will  doubtless  also  receive  that  of  the  chamber  of 
peers.  The  name  of  your  honorable  reporter  affords 
me  a guarantee  that  the  Historical  institute  will  be 
proud  to  receive  you  among  its  members.  Our  society 
does  not  wish  to  be  the  last  in  this  universal  move- 
ment. A committee  has  been  appointed,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Frederick  Boissiere,  the  Abbe  Labon- 
derie,  Le  Gonidec,  doctor  Sandras,  Albert  Lenoir 
and  myself.  We  have  conscienciously  examined 
your  plan,  and  have  unanimously  agreed  to  address 
a letter  in  support  of  it  to  the  minister  of  public  in- 
struction. Have  courage  sir,  and  persevere;  great 
ends  are  not  to  be  attained  in  a day.  But  what 
glory  you  will  reap,  if  you  succeed  in  overcoming 
all  obstacles,  as  I doubt  not  you  will!  What  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude  you  will  receive  from  studi- 
ous men  in  all  countries!  And  what  a name  you 
will  leave  to  your  children! 

From  the  prefect  of  the  imperial  library  of  Austria. 

The  count  Maurice  Ditriechstein,  prefect  of  the 
imperial  library  of  Austria,  presents  to  Mr.  Vatte- 
mare his  congratulations,  and  informs  him  that  he 
will  make  early  arrangements  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  scheme  of  literary  and  scientific  exchanges,  and 
will  order  the  catalogue  of  duplicates  accordingly. 

Through  one  of  his  ministers,  the  king  of  Den- 
mark thus  expresses  himself: 

“His  majesty  the  king,  m,v  master,  has  directed 
me  to  inform  you,  sir,  that,  as  far  as  relates  to  ex- 
isting duplicates  in  his  kingdom,  the  realization  of 
your  project  would  be  most  desirable,  and  he  ex- 
tends to  it  his  entire  approbation.  His  majesty, 
therefore,  will  offer  every  facility  for  the  projected 
exchange,  and  in  the  mean  time,  earnestly  recom- 
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mends  the  publication  mentioned  in  your  memorial, 
furnishing  a list  of  duplicates  and  their  prices,  in 
the  large  libraries,  and  collections  of' arts  through- 
out Europe.  This  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  means 
by  which  governments  will  be  enabled  to  make 
proposals  for  the  desired  exchanges.” 

From  the  king  of  Prussia,  by  his  inlendanl  general  of 
arms.  Berlin. 

I hasten  to  inform  you  that  the  king  has  most 
graciously  received  the  proposition  you  have  ad- 
dressed to  his  majesty  concerning  the  establishment 
of  a system  of  exchanges  of  duplicates  in  the  col- 
lections of  medals,  and  cabinets  of  antiquities  in 
Europe;  and  that  his  majesty  has  ordered  the  mini- 
ster Altenstein  to  present  him  the  report,  which  I 
shall  address  to  his  excellency  upon  that  subject.  In 
the  meantime,  his  majesty  presents  you  the  enclosed 
gold  box,  as  a mark  of  his  royal  approbation. 

Charles  count  de  Bruhl. 

From  the  queen  Victoria,  of  England. 

It  is,  sir,  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  communicate  to  .you  the  favorable  sen- 
timents of  her  majesty  toward  your  plan  of  a general 
system  of  exchange.  Her  majesty  cannot  but  see, 
with  entire  approbation,  the  exertions  you  are 
making  in  behalf  of  this  praiseworthy  object. 

Yours,  J.  H.  Glover,  her  majestey’s  librarian. 

May  21,  1839. 

Sir:  T feel  the  deepest  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  sytem  vou  propose,  of  mutual  interchanges,  and 
shall  support,  to  the  utmost,  the  petition  to  be  pre- 
sented by  my  colleague,  the  minister  of  commerce, 
to  the  house  of  commons.  Receive,  sir,  the  highest 
assurances  of  my  consideration. 

T.  Spring  Rice. 

From  lord  Elgin. 

But  when  we  consider  that,  in  the  course  of  your 
Artistic  excursion,  you  never  lost  the  opportunity' 
to  make  your  talents  profitable  to  the  charitable 
institutions  in  every  part  of  Europe,  and  that  you 
have  conceived,  and  partly  realized,  one  of  the 
most  gigantic  conceptions  of  modern  civilization, 
in  creating  and  obtaining  the  approbation  and  con- 
currence of  the  first  men  in  the  different  govern- 
ments of  the  continent,  ar.dof  India,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a general  system  of  exchange  be- 
tween all  the  collections,  public  and  private,  ol 
duplicates  of  books,  manuscripts,  objects  of  arts, 
and  natural  history,  we  feel  that,  in  expressing  our 
admiration  for  your  talents,  you  have  also  acquired 
an  everlasting  title  to  the  respect  and  gratitude 
justly  due  to  those  charitable  feelings,  as  well  as  to 
the  most  important  services  rendered  to  knowledge 
and  public  utility. 

From  Sarim  effendi,  minister  of  the  interior  at 
Turkey. 

Sir:  Your  system  of  exchange  is  not  only  useful, 
but  is  wise  as  it  is  practicable;  the  approbation  of 
so  many  men  of  merit  and  talent  is  sufficient  proof 
of  this.  My  testimony,  although  feeble,  will  be 
sufficient,  I trust,  to  convince  you  of  the  deep  in- 
terest I take  in  your  enterprise;  especially,  when  I 
inform  you  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  make  my 
countrymen  appreciate  the  immense  advantages 
that  would  necessarily  result  from  your  successful 
exertions.  Sarim. 

From  Acluned  Feihy  pacha,  ambassador  of  Turkey, 
in  Paris. 

I read,  with  profound  interest,  your  memorial  to 
the  houses  of  France  and  England,  wherein  you 
solicit  the  establishment  of  a .general  system  of 
exchanges  of  duplicates  of  books,  &c.  between 
different  nations.  It  is  a glorious  thought,  and  does 
honor  to  your  philanthrophy,  to  attempt  to  manage 
the  exchanges  of  national  intellect,  by  means  of 
commercial  reciprocity  in  the  riches  of  genius  and 
industry. 

Be  assured,  sir,  I shall  make  it  my  especial  duty 
to  communicate  your  plan  to  his  highness,  whose 
extensive  knowledge,  united  to  his  love  for  his 
people,  will  enable  him  to  appreciate  the  eminent 
advantages  which  would  result  from  the  existence 
of  such  intercourse  between  governments;  an  in- 
tercourse which  would  infallibly  lead  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  those  national  prejudices,  the  offspring  of 
selfishness  and  ignorance. 

I beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the  high  esteem  with 
which  your  character  and  generous  devotion  to  the 
propagation  of  light  have  inspired  me. 

From  the  governor  general  of  India. 

Calcutta,  January  18,  1827. 

I received,  by  the  hands  of  general  Allard,  the 
letter  you  honored  me  with;  and  shall  deem  it  my 
* duty  to  give  every  aid  to  the  admirable  project  con- 
ceived by  you,  of  making  an  equal  and  general  dis- 
tribution of  objects  of  arts  and,  antiquities,  when- 
ever duplicates  exist  in  the  public  collections. 

I have  delivered  your  letter  to  the  Asiatic  society 
of  Calcutta,  who,  no  doubt,  will  enter  with  zeal 
into  this  scientific  commerce  proposed  by  you. 

Auckland. 


From  his  grace  the  archbishop  of  Paris. 

With  all  true  friends  of  science,  letters  and  (he 
arts,  I have  applauded  the  system  of  exchange 
which  you  propose  to  establish  between  all  institu- 
tions, for  the  collection  of  books,  manuscripts,  & c. 
existing  in  the  civilized  world.  The  success  of 
your  petition  upon  that  subject  to  the  legislative 
chambers  of  France,  is  eminently  calculated  to 
encourage  the  great  enterprise — the  realization  of 
which,  however,  in  my  judgment,  must  encounter 
numberless  difficulties;  but  the  mere  attempt  to 
establish  this  system,  is  sufficient  to  immortalize 
the  name  of  its  projector. 

The  perfection  of  this  system,  creating  new 
social  ties  between  nations  and  societies,  must  be 
the  work  of  time;  and,  in  this  point  of  view,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  its  destinies  should  be  com- 
mitted to  some  corporate  or  learned  association 
whose  existence  is  perpetual,  and  whose  means  are 
more  appropriate  than  those  of  a private  individual, 
to  accomplish  so  happy  a result.  Above  all  things, 
its  direction  must  be  under  the  control  of  virtue 
and  wisdom.  The  inordinate  love  of  the  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,  has  been  the  perdition  of 
the  world  from  the  beginning.  The  exchange  of 
mental  poisons,  therefore,  would  be  of  little  good 
to  the  world,  unless  there  could  be  found  a literary 
homeopathia,  which  should  have  the  power  of 
neutralizing  the  diseases  occasioned  by  bad  books, 
and  the  productions  of  depraved  imaginations. 

Religion  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  this  sys- 
tem. Religion  is  a celestial  plant,  whose  perfume 
is  like  (he  precious  balm,  and  whose  flowers  are 
those  of  the  sweetest  myrrh;  its  branches  are  the 
growth  of  glory  and  of  goodness.  There  can  be 
no  clanger,  then,  in  seeking  to  spread  what  its  spirit 
has  produced  in  all  times,  and  among  all  nations. 
Those  who,  like  you,  sir,  seek  to  propagate  its  prin- 
ciples, will  enjoy  everlasting  life  as  a reward  for 
their  labors. 

Hoping  that  these  words,  which  I quote  from  our 
holy  book  (Ecclesiastics,  c.  24),  may  strengthen 
you  in  your  enterprise,  permit  me  to  wish  that  you 
may,  even  in  this  W'orld,  receive  the  reward  due  to 
your  zeal  and  perseverance. 

From  the  minister  of  public  instruction  of  France. 

It  is  impossible,  sir,  that  the  government  should 
not  entirely  approve  of  your  project,  and  do  all  in 
its  power  to  forward  its  accomplishment. 

The  general  acclamation  with  which  the  two 
chambers  and  the  ministers  have  received  it,  and 
their  exertions  to  promote  its  success,  can  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  importance  the  government  attaches  to 
it,  and  of  the  immense  results  they  expect  from  it. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  regard. 

MEETING  TO  VINDICATE  THIS  CHARACTER  OF 
JEFFERSON. 

At  a very  numerous  meeting  of  the  people  of  Al- 
bemarle, at  their  court  house,  in  Cbarlottsville,  on 
the  third  of  August,  1849,  (being  court  day), 
held  pursuant  to  the  call  made  by  a preliminary 
meeting  of  July  18th,  in  order  to  consider  a recent 
publication  in  the  Philadelphia  Episcopal  Recor- 
der, reflecting  upon  Thomas  Jefferson: 

The  assembly  was  called  to  order  by  gen.  Was. 
F.  Gordon,  who  briefly  recited  the  wrong  done,  by 
the  aforementioned  publication,  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  people  of  his  county,  in  as- 
cribing to  them  feelings  utterly  at  war  with  the 
reverence  which  they  cherish  for  him,  and  suggest- 
ed the  tone  and  character  of  the  vindication  that  be- 
came them.  Then,  on  motion  ot  gen.  G.  col.  N. 
Bramham  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lucian 
Minor  appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  William  C.  Rives,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one,  appointed  at  the  preliminary 
meeting,  then  reported  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  meeting,  viz: 

“The  citizens  of  Albemarle,  here  assembled,  have 
seen,  with  deep  and  painful  regret,  certain  stric- 
tures on  the  character  and  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
contained  in  a letter  of  the  rev.  S.  H.  Tyng,  writ- 
ten from  Charlottsville,  under  date  of  the  27th  May 
last,  and  published  in  the  Episcopal  Recorder  of  the 
13th  of  June.  Having  been  made  parties,  in  some 
sort,  to  this  pbsthumous  disparagement  of  their 
illustrious  countryman,  by  the  ascription  of  senti- 
ments of  peculiar  “aversion  and  want  of  respect  for 
his  name,  to  the  very  neighborho'od  in  which  he 
lived  and  died,”  and  where  the  writer  alleges  he 
found  his  character  worse  than  even  he,  with  the 
most  unfavorable  prepossessions,  ever  conceived  it  to 
be — they  feel  themselves  called  on  by  a solemn 
duty  to  the  dead,  to  disavow  for  themselves  all  pri- 
vity or  participation  in  the  sentiments  here  imput- 
ed. If  Mr.  Jefferson,  like  other  men  who  have 
passed  (hrough-long  and  busy  lives,  should  have  hail 
the  misfortune  to  create  some  individual  enemies, 
it  was  hoped  that  even  these  had  long  since  been 


silenced  and  disarmed  at  the  sacred  precincts  of 
the  tomb.  But  that  there  ever  was,  among  the  great 
body  of  his  neighbors  and  countrymen,  any  other 
sentiment  towards  him  than  one  of  professed  grati- 
tude for  his  services  to  the  cause  of  American  free- 
dom, of  an  admiration,  (which  the  whole  world 
partook),  of  his  character  as  one  of  the  boldest  and 
most  sagacious  champions  of  human  rights,  and  of 
cordial  respect  for  him  in  tiie  relations  of  social  life 
— no  one,  it  is  believed,  who  has  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  personally  knowing  the  true  state  of  the  facts, 
will  venture  to  assert. 

History,  indeed,  has  preserved  an  emphatic  and 
touching  testimony  borne  to  his  merits,  in  these  re- 
spects, by  the  body  of  his  countrymen,  thirty-one 
years  ago,  in  their  address  of  welcome  to  him  on  liis 
return  among  them,  after  his  retirement  from  the 
presidency.  Who  among  us  cat)  have  forgotten  the 
eloquent  and  affecting  appeal  he  then  made,  with 
the  erectness  oi  conscious  integrity,  to  the  “ triers  of 
the  vicenage;”  those  who  had  been  “the  eye-witness- 
es and  observers”  of  his  daily  life!  “Of  you,  my 
neighbors,”  he  said,  I may,  ask,  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  “whose  ox  have  I taken,  or  whom  have  I 
defrauded?  Whom  have  I oppressed,  or  of  whose 
hand  have  I received  abribe  to  blind  my  eyes  there- 
with?” The  same  testimony  which  the  people  of 
Albemarle  then  zealously  bore  to  the  living  citizen 
and  statesman,  we,  their  descendants  and  succes- 
sors, this  day  feel  ourselves  solemnly  impelled,  by 
our  duty  to  the  dead,  to  reiterate  and  renew. 

In  vindicating  the  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson  from 
the  injurious  representations  above  referred  to,  (re- 
presentations originating,  as  we  hope,  in  uninten- 
tional error  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Tyng),  we  are  not 
to  be  considered  as  either  justifying  or  criticis- 
ing the  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the  subject  of 
our  holy  religion,  with  whose  promises  and  precepts 
a faith,  sacredly  cherished,  has  indissolubly  united 
the  dearest  hopes  and  interests  of  many  of  us.  But 
this  consideration  does  not,  in  our  view,  cancel  the 
obligations  of  truth  and  candor,  nor  should  it  with- 
hold the  award  of  discriminative  justice  to  a great 
public  benefactor  and  patriot,  who  lived  and  died 
among  us,  and  with  the  monuments  of  whose  use- 
ful labors  the  history  and  archives  of  the  nation,  the 
statute  book  of  Virginia,  and  the  very  face  of  our 
land,  and  especially  our  own  portion  of  it,  are  pro- 
fusely covered  over. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  foregoing  declaration 
be  adopted  as  an  expression  of  t lie  sense  of  this 
meeting,  on  the  occasion  which  lias  brought  us  to- 
gether; and  that  copies  of  it,  together  with  this  re- 
solution, attested  by  the  signatures  of  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  meeting,  be  furnished  for  pub- 
lication to  the  newspapers  printed  in  this  place  and 
in  the  city  ol  Richmond.” 

Attest,  N.  Bramham,  chairman. 

Lucian  Minor,  secretary. 

[Charldltsville  Jeffersonian,  Aug.  6. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Electoral  votes.  The  following  are  (he  elec- 
toral votes  given  for  president  and  vice  president  at 
the  last  election,  being  for  the  thirteenth  presiden- 
tial term,  commencing  on  (lie  4th  March,  lS3i. 
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Maine, 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New'  Hampshire, 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Vermont, 

7 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

Massachusetts, 

14 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Connecticut, 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  York, 

42 

42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  J ersey, 

8 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Delaware, 

n 

O 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Maryland, 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Virginia, 

23 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

North  Carolina, 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

South  Carolina, 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Georgia, 

11 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

Alabama, 

7 

7 

0 
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0 

0 

Mississippi, 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Louisiana, 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tennessee, 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Kentucky, 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Ohio, 

21 

0 

21 

0 

0 

0 

Indiana, 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Illinois, 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Missouri, 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Arkansas, 

O 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Michigan, 

3 

9 

•J 

0 

0 

0 

0 

294 

170 

73 

26 

14 

11 
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Popular  vote.  The  annexed  popular  vote  is  taken  from  a St.  Louis  paper,  and  appears  to  have 
been  prepared  with  great  care. 

, 1833. , , 1837. , , 1838. , , 1839. , 


States. 

A dm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Maine, 

22,900 

15,239 

33,879 

34.35S 

46,260 

42,854 

41,038 

34,749 

Massachusetts, 

34,474 

42.247 

32,987 

59,595 

41,630 

51,558 

51,035 

60,725 

New  Hampshire, 

18,722 

6,225 

27,673 

25,221 

27,673 

25.221 

30,408 

23,934 

Vermont, 

14,039 

20,996 

17.730 

22,260 

19,194 

24,738 

22,257 

24,611 

Rhode  Island, 

2,964 

2,710 

3,261 

4,282 

3,504 

3,984 

3.660 

4,050 

Connecticut, 

19,291 

13,749 

21,508 

23,805 

21,626 

27,293 

23,728 

27,429 

New  York, 

163,815 

138,543 

140,460 

155,883 

182,461 

192,8S‘2 

179,370 

133,295 

New  Jersey, 

25,592 

26,137 

25,856 

27,368 

28,492 

28,426 

25,618 

21,531 

Pennsylvania, 

91,475 

87,111 

91,182 

85,890 

131,000 

124,000 

131,000 

124,000 

Delaware, 

4,155 

4,738 

4,520 

4,469 

4,520 

4,469 

4,520 

4,469 

Maryland, 

22,168 

25,852 

23,000 

25,000 

27,720 

27,409 

27,711 

26,596 

Virginia, 

30,261 

23,368 

28,000 

30,000 

30.000 

32,000 

25,571 

21,699 

North  Carolina, 

26.910 

23,368 

30,000 

35,000 

30,000 

33,196 

29,527 

34,152 

South  Carolina, 

Neutral. 

Nothing. 

Neutral. 

Nothing. 

Georgia, 

22,014 

24,786 

33,417 

34,179 

30,980 

33,128 

34,634 

32,807 

Alabama, 

20,506 

15,612 

21.800 

17,753 

26,133 

20,551 

26,133 

20,551 

Mississippi, 

9,979 

9,183 

11,203 

12,249 

11,308 

12,249 

18,710 

15,591 

Louisiana, 

3,653 

3,383 

6,696 

7,533 

6,696 

7.533 

6,696 

7.533 

Ohio, 

96,918 

105,405 

107,882 

102,136 

107,882 

102,136 

107, S82 

102.136 

Kentucky, 

33,025 

36,687 

23,955 

47,415 

30.000 

40,000 

30,000 

40,000 

Tennessee, 

26,129 

35,163 

34,043 

55,758 

33,606 

53,479 

54,680 

52,114 

Indiana, 

32,473 

41,281 

28,125 

53,867 

30,000 

40,000 

50,621 

49,679 

Illinois, 

17,275 

14,292 

30,517 

29,629 

30,517 

29,629 

30,517 

29,629 

Michigan, 

7,432 

4,042 

15,330 

14,673 

15,360 

15,099 

17,732 

19,030 

Missouri, 

10,995 

7,337 

23,425 

17,103 

23.425 

18,103 

14,125 

8,000 

Arkansas, 

2,400 

1,233 

2,746 

1,788 

6,771 

4.213 

6,771 

4,218 

Aggregate, 

761,963 

7S4,350 

819,203 

927,213 

955,715 

1,066,245 

1,004,004 

962,536 

724,350 

819,203 

952,715 

962,586 

Administration  ma; 

. 27,618 

Whi 

g majority, 

108,010 

Whig  maj 

. 110,530 

41,418  Adm.  maj. 

As  the  period  of  the  next  presidential  election  ap- 
proaches, the  intense  anxiety  with  which  it  is 
regarded  by  the  people  of  the  whole  United  States, 
manifests  itself  in  so  rnanv  ways  and  to  such  an 
unprecedented  extent,  that  the  limits  of  our  publi- 
cation falls  fiir  below  the  public  appetite  for  infor- 
mation on  this  theme.  Everything  that  is  likely 
to  affect  the  result  is  sought  for  and  read  with  an 
avidity  which  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact, 
that  the  whole  community  feel  more  than  usually 
interested.  Such  large  assemblages  of  the  people— 
of  both  parties — have  never  before  been  convened 
in  this  country,  as  w'e  have  accounts  of,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  from  one  end  of  the  union  lo  the 
other.  The  periodical  press  of  the  country  is  groan- 
ing with  the  details  ot  the  proceedings,  resolutions 
and  exhibitions  of  those  meetings.  We  are  com- 
pelled to  limit  ourselves  to  mere  specimens, — and 
those,  we  endeavor  to  select  with  impartiality.  Un- 
til the  result  of  the  election  is  ascertained,  however, 
we  shall  consider  it  a duty  to  devote  a large  propor- 
tion of  our  pages  to  this  subject,  and,  by  condensing, 
it  is  probable  ttiat  we  shall  he  able  to  lurnish  a fair 
bird’s  eye  view  of  the  whole  scene. 

Interesting  correspondence,  between  citi- 
zens of  Elizabeth  City  county,  Va.  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  Aug. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  our  readers, 
this  morning,  a very  frank  and  able  letter  from  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  in  reply  to  four  citizens  of  Virginia. 
He  developes  his  opinions  in  relation  to  abolitionism, 
Ihe  tariff,  internal  improvements,  and  the  militia  bill 
of  Mr.  Poinsett.  The  last  portion  of  the  letter  is 
perfectly  new  and  satisfactory.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
explicitly  declares;  that  the  bill  was  not  submilted 
to  him,  before  it  was  transmitted  to  congress — and 
he  moreover  expresses  in  relation  to  the  arming  and 
training  of  the  militia,  as  every  republican  would 
desire.  He  cruelly  dissipates  the  humbug  of  the 
whigs,  on  all  these  points;  and  this  whig  standing 
army  of  200,000  men,  will  scarcely  enter  the  field 
of  electioneering  again.  We  recommend  the  letter 
to  the  attention  of  our  readers— and  we  wonder  very 
much,  whether  gen.  Harrison  has  answered  the  same 
interrogatories.  But  he  declares,  he  will  not  answer 
such  interrogatories,  whether  put  by  friend  or  foe. 
The  little  tnagician  has  waved  his  wand,  and  dissi- 
pated also  the  panic  humbugs  which  Mr.  Clay  at- 
tempted to  raise  out  of  this  bill,  in  his  speech  at  the 
last  Hanover  dinner,  lie  need  not  be  afraid,  if  Mr. 
Van  Buren  be  re-elected,  that  he  will  press  the  bill — 
because  it  appears  to  be  no  great  favorite  w ith  him, 
or  any  of  li is  friends  in  congress.  Lot  the  purturbed 
spirit  of  the  Kentucky  oralor,  theiefore,  rest: 

Elizabeth  City  county,  Va.  June  12,  1840. 
Dear  sir:  The  prominent  attitude  which  you 
now  occupy  in  relation  to  the  coming  presidential 
contest,  confers  upon  every  voter  of  this  widely  ex- 
tended republic,  however  humble  may  be  his  con- 
dition, a right  to  inquire  your  views  upon  each  one 
of  those  momentous  questions  which  now  agitate  the 
public  mind. 


Prompted,  not  by  an  impertinent  curiosify,  but 
solely  by  a desire  of  ascertaining  whether  your  views 
or  those  of  gelt.  Harrison  coincide  more  nearly  with 
our  own,  we  are  induced  to  propound  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing' questions,  viz: 

1.  Will  you,  if  re-elected  president,  veto  any  bill 
having  for  its  object  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  or,  would  you  sanction  any 
bill  granting  appropriations  of  the  public  money  to 
any  stale,  soliciting  aid  for  the  emancipation  of  their 
slaves. 

2.  Do  you  think  that,  at  this  time,  the  safety  of 
the  public  money  requires  a rechartering  of  the 
United  States  bank;  or  would  you  sign  a hill  char- 
tering such  an  institution? 

3.  Are  you  in  favor  of  preseiving  entire  the  tariff 
compromise? 

4.  W o'uld  you  sanction  any  bill  granting  appropri- 
ations of  the  public  money  for  the  purpose  ol  inter- 
na! impiovement,  by  means  of  canals,  railroads,  &c. 

5.  Do  you  approve  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  scheme  for 
the  organization  of  the  militia. 

The  preceding  questions  have  been  proposed  to 
Mr.  Harrison.  Believing  their  decision  to  he  of  vital 
importance  to  the  interests  and  institutions  of  the 
south,  and  hoping  you  may  conceive  them  to  be  ot 
such  consequence,  as  to  meiit  an  answer. 

We  are  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 
JOHN  B.  CARY, 

A.  G.  HUDGINS.  M.  D. 
THOMAS  JONES,  J.  P. 

G.  A.  CARY. 

Hon.  M.  Van  Buren, president  U.  S.  Washington. 

MR.  VAN  BUREN’s  REPLY. 

Washington,  July  31,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  Official  duties  growing  out  of  the 
closing  scenes  of  a greatly  piotracted  session  of  con- 
gress, added  to  those  which  are  of  daily  occurrence, 
have  compelled  me  to  postpone  to  this  time,  a reply 
to  your  communication. 

You  have  not  gentlemen,  in  the  course  you  have 
pursued,  misjudged  either  the  extent  of  your  own 
rights,  nor  the  importance  of  a free  communication 
of  opinion  between  the  constituent  and  a proposed 
representative.  Tile  authority  of  the  elector  to  call 
| in  good  faith  on  the  candidate  for  his  favor,  for  an 
unreserved  avowal  of  his  opinions  in  regard  to  all 
matters  of  public  concern  that  it  may  become  his 
official  duty  to  act  upon,  is  not  only  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  success  of  political  institutions  like  ours, 
hut  may,  I think,  without  exaggeration  be  legarded 
as  indispensable  to  t he  maintenance  of  republican 
government.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  ai.d 
having  satisfied  myself  that  in  propounding  questions 
to  me  you  have,  as  you  assure  me,  been  actuated 
by  ail  unfeigned  desire  to  be  able  to  bestow  your 
suffrages  understandit.gly,  and  to  possess  yourself  of 
information  which  you  deem  material  to  that  end,  I 
cheerfully  comply  with  your  request. 

You  ask  me,  first,  “whether,  if  elected  president, 
I will  veto  any  hill  having  lor  its  object,  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  Distiict  of  Columbia:  or  whe- 
ther I will  sanction  any  bill  granting  appropriations 
of  the  public  money  to  any  state,  soliciting  aid  for 


the  emancipation  of  their  slaves?”  My  attention 
has  been  frequently  heretofore  called  to  the  first 
branch  of  your  inquiry;  and  my  views  in  respect  lo 
it  given.  The  substance  of  them  was  repeated, 
with  additional  explanations,  in  a letter  recenitly  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  a committee  composed  of  citizens 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  reply  to  a question  em- 
bracing among  other  things,  the  particular  point  now 
referred  to.  As  my  reply  to  your  several  questions 
will,  unavoidably,  be  of  considerable  lengtn,  I have 
not  deemed  it  advisable  to  repeat  that  answer  here — 
but  will  cause  each  of  you  to  be  supplied  with  a 
copy  theieof,  and  cannot  doubt  your  being  satisfied 
that  I have  at  least  fairly  met  the  subject.  Tne 
second  branch  of  your  inquiry,  though  scarcely  of 
less  importance,  was  not  brought  into  view  on  that 
occasion.  Neailv  all  now  agree  that  the  federal  go- 
vernment possesses  no  power  lo  interfere  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  the  states;  and  the  general 
and  undoubtedly  the  correct  principle  is,  that,  the 
federal  government  cannot  apply  the  national  funds 
lo  objects,  upon  which  they  are  either  expressly  pro- 
hibited from  acting,  or  in  respect  to  which  there  is 
an  acknowledged  absence  oi  delegated  authority. 
Usage,  supposed  necessity  and  apparently  uncontrol- 
lable considerations  of  expediency  have,  from  tune 
to  time,  led  to  limited  expenditures  lor  which  it  w as 
not  easy  to  find  a warrant  in  the  constitution.  But 
these  have  always  been  regarded  by  the  sincere 
friends  of  a strict  construction  oi  that  instrument  as 
matters  to  be  regretted,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  he 
prevented.  The  form  ot  your  question  presents  ior 
consideration  the  points  w nether  I he  consent  of  the 
slave  states  could  confer  on  the  federal  government 
the  constitutional  power  to  apply  the  public  funds  lo 
the  emancipation  of  their  slaves.  I unhesitatingly 
say  it  could  not,  and  that  i never  could  give  my 
sanction  to  such  a measure.  If  slate  consent  could 
confer  power  where  the  want  of  it  would  otherwise 
be  so  manifest,  I find  it  difficult  to  conceive  oi  any 
case  in  which  the  same  result  could  not,  with  alleast 
equal  propriety,  be  claimed  io  follow  trom  the  same 
cause.  The  establishment  ot  such  a principle  must, 
in  my  best  judgment,  inevitably  lead  lo  the  prostra-’ 
tion  of  that  partition  of  pow  ers  between  the  general 
and  state  governments,  which  the  framers  ol  the  con- 
stitution intended  to  erect,  and  might  well  be  dread- 
ed as  an  opening  wedge  to  an  early  ami  more  ex- 
tended action  by  congress  upon  the  particular  sub- 
ject under  consideration.  We  have  seen  too  much 
of  the  progressive  character  of  constitutional  en- 
croachments in  the  early  states  of  the  government, 
to  feel  assured  that  a continued  practice  of  contri- 
buting to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  by  the  appro- 
priation of  money  might  not,  in  course  of  time,  lead 
to  attemp's  by  the  federal  government  to  accomplish 
the  same  object  without  either  the  consent  of  the 
slaveholder  or  indemnity  lor  his  lo.-s. 

You  next  ask  me,  gentlemen,  w hether  1 think  that, 
at  this  time,  the  safety  of  the  public  money  requires 
a rechartering  of  the  United  Slates  bank,  or  whe- 
ther I would  sign  a hill  churteiing  such  an  institu- 
tion. My  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  a United 
States  bank  were  asked  when  I was  first  a candidate 
for  the  presidency  in  ISSo,  and  were  so  fully  given 
as  to  meet  not  only  >our  question,  hut  also,  1 think, 
eveiy  aspect  which  'die  subject  can  be  made  to  as- 
sume. They  will  he  found  in  my  letter  to  the  lion. 
Shenod  Williams,  of  Ky . which  has  been  extensive- 
ly published,  and  are  therein  thus  expressed. 

“You  next  ask  whether  I will  sign  and  approve 
(if  it  becomes  necessary  to  secuie  and  save  from 
di  preciati  m,  the  revenue  and  finances  oi  the  nati<  n, 
ami  to  afford  a sound  uniform  currency  to  the  people 
ol  the  L.  States),  a bill  (witii  proper  modifications 
and  resti ictions ) chartering  a bank  ot  the  U.  States. 

“In  the  published  letter  of  Mr.  Butler  to  Mr. 
Garland,  which  lias  alieady  been  referred  to,  lie  thus 
states  my  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  the  hank: 
‘Mr.  Van  Buren’s  opinions  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates,  were  expressed  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  in  1828;  icpeated  in  his  k-tier  to 
the  Shocco  Spiings  committee,  whilst  a candidate 
for  tne  vice  presidency,  and  have  been  so  freelv  ut- 
tered by  him,  that  there  cannot,  1 think,  be  occasion 
to  say  much  upon  that  subject.  But  to  close  tire 
door  to  cavil,  I state  1st.  That  he  holds  that  con- 
gress does  not  possess  the  power  to  establish  a na- 
tional back  in  any  one  of  the  states  of  the  union,  nor 
to  establish  m such  states,  the  branch  of  any  bank 
located  m the  District  of  Columbia;  and  2o.  That 
lie  is,  theiefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  the  establish- 
ment oi  a national  [rank  in  any  of  the  states;  and  is 
also  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  any  such  bank 
in  the  Distiict  ol  Columbia,  as  unnecessary  and  in- 
expedient, and  as  liable  lo  a great  proportion  of  the 
abuses  which  have,  in  his  opinion,  been  practised  by 
the  existing  bank.’ 

“This  declaration,  with  oilier  uniform,  repeated 
and  published  avowals  oi  my  sentiments,  in  regard 
to  a United  Stales  batik,  would,  I had  supposed,  he 
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sufficient  to  save  me  from  further  interrogation  on 
that  subject;  but  as  you  have  thought  proper  to  push 
the  inquiry  further,  and,  to  that  end,  to  place  the 
matter  before  me  in  a form  studiously  adapted  to 
present  the  question  in  its  most  favorable  contingent 
aspect,  you  will,  I am  sure,  be  neither  surprised  nor 
dissatisfied,  if  I deem  it  due  to  myself  as  well  as  to 
the  subject,  to  give  it  more  particular  and  enlarged 
consideration  than  I have  heretofore  felt  it  necessary' 
or  proper  to  do. 

“I  am  induced  to  embrace  for  this  purpose  the  op- 
portunity you  have'presented  to  me  the  more  readi- 
ly, from  a deep  conviction  of  the  incalculable  impor- 
tance to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  this 
long  agitated  and  distracting  subject  should  be  final- 
ly settled,  and  from  a hope  that  what  I have  to  say 
upon  it  may,  from  the  situation  in  which  the  partiali- 
ty of  my  fellow  citizens  has  placed  me,  contribute 
in  some  degree  to  so  desirable  a result. 

“I  greally  fear,  that  whilst  there  is  in  any  quarter 
reason  to  hope  that  a charter  for  a new  bank  can  in 
any  condition  of  the  country  be  obtained  from  the 
federal  government,  there  will  be  neither  order  nor 
stability  in  the  pecuniary  operations  of  the  country. 
If  it  can  be  ascertained  that  a discredited  currency 
and  pecuniary  embarrassments  will  bring  a charter, 
what  security  have  we  that  such  a state  of  things 
will  not  be  produced?  Is  it  doing  violence  to  truth 
and  justice,  to  attribute  to  expectations  of  this  cha- 
racter, tlie  crusade  which  we  have  witnessed  for  the 
last  two  years  against  the  deposite  banks,  against  the 
efforts  of  the  administration  to  restore  a specie  cur- 
rency, and  against  all  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the 
treasury?  Will  any  candid  and  well  informed  man 
pretend  that  such  things  would  have  been,  if  it  had 
been  considered  as  settled  that  the  fiauk  of  the 
United  States  is  not  to  be  revived?  I think  not.  The 
settlement  of  the  deposite  question,  by  the  bill  of  the 
last  session,  will  doubtless  cause  asuspension  of  this 
destructive  career;  but  is  there  not  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  it  will  recommence  with  the  first  appear- 
ance of  any  thing  like  a reasonable  chance  for  the 
re-establishment  of  a national  bank?  Every  thing, 
therefore,  which  may  serve  to  arrest  or  prevent  the 
agitation  of  this  subject,  if  only  fora  season,  is  of 
great  value.  In  the  published  opinions  to  which  1 
have  already  referred,  my  opposition  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  tlie  United  States  bank,  in  any  of  the 
states,  is  placed  on  the  w’ant  ol  constitutional  power 
in  congress  to  establish  one.  Those  who  concur  in 
denying  this  power,  nevertheless  differ  among  them- 
selves in  regard  .to  the  particular  views  by  which 
their  respective  opinions  are  sustained.  Some  admit 
that  congress  has  a right  to  create  such  an  institu- 
tion, whenever  its  establishment  becomes  necessary 
to  the  collection,  disbursement  and  preservation  of 
the  revenue;  but  insist  that  no  such  necessity  existed 
when' the  charter  of  the  old  bank  expired,  or  lias 
arisen  since.  With  this  class,  tlie  considerations  to 
which  you  allude  would  be  essential,  and  might  iiave 
a controlling  effect. — for  such  persons  make  the  pow- 
er to  establish  a bank  dependent  upon  them.  My 
objection,  on  the  contrary  is,  that  the  constitution 
does  not  give  congress  power  to  elect  corporations 
within  tile  stales.  This  was  t he  main  point  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  celebrated  opinion  against  the  establish- 
ment of  the  first  national  bank.  It  is  an  objection 
which  nothing  short  of  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution can  remove.  We  know  it  to  be  an  historical 
fact  that  the  convention  refused  to  confer  that  pow- 
er on  congress,  and  I am  opposed  to  its  assumption 
bj’  it  upon  any  pretence  whatever.  If  its  possession 
shall  at  any  time  become  necessary,  the  only  just 
way  to  obiaiu  it  is  to  ask  it  at  tlie  hands  of  the 
people,  in  tlie  form  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
Holding  this  opinion,  and  sworn  to  support  that  in- 
strument as  it  is,  I could  not  find  in  the  circumstances 
to  winch  you  refer,  either  warrant  or  excuse  for  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  in  question;  and  I am  not 
only  willing  but  desirous  tnat  the  people  of  the 
United  States  should  be  fully  informed  of  the  precise 
ground  1 occupy  on  this  subject.  I desire  more  es- 
pecially that  they  should  know  it  now,  when  an  op- 
portunity, the  best  our  form  of  government  affords, 
will  soon  be  presented,  to  express  their  opinion  of 
its  propriety.  If  they  are  in  favor  of  a nalional  bank, 
as  a permanent  branch  of  their  institutions,  or  if 
they  desire  a chief  magistrate  who  will  consider  it 
his  duty  to  watch  the  course  of  eveuls,  and  give  or 
withhold  Ins  assent  to  such  an  institution  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  necessity  for  it  that  may  in 
his  opinion  arise  Irotn  the  considerations  to  which 
your  question  refers,  they  will  see  that  iny  co  ope- 
ration in  the  promotion  of  either  of  these  views 
cannot  be  expected.  IT,  on  the  other  hand,  with 
Ibis  seasonable,  explicit:,  and  published  avowal  be- 
fore them,  a majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  shall  nevertheless  bestow  upon  me  their  suf- 
frages’ for  the  office  oi  president,  scepticism  itself 
must  cease  to  doubt,  and  admit  their  will  to  be  that 
there  shall  noth®  any  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 


until  t he  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign 
authority  see  fit  to  give  to  congress  tlie  right  to  estab- 
lish one. 

“It  is  because  I cannot  doubt  that  the  expression 
of  the  popular  will,  made  under  such  circumstances, 
must  have  a tendency  to  arrest  further  agitation  ol 
this  disturbing  subject,  for  four  years  at  least,  and 
most  probably  from  the  great  moral  influence  which 
the  often  expressed  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  in  a republican  government  is  entitled  to,  for 
a much  longer  period,  that  I am  thus  full  and  expli- 
cit upon  the  point  to  which  you  have  called  my  at- 
tention. However  much  we  may  differ  upon  the 
abstract  question  involved  in  this  controversy,  no 
reflecting  man  can  doubt  the  healthful  and  invigo- 
rating effects  which  any  thing  that  looks  like  a set- 
tlement of  this  question  must  have  upon  all  (he  bu- 
siness, as  well  as  the  political  relations  to  the  country. 
The  public  mind  has  been  long  and  painfully  agitat- 
ed by  it,  and  needs  repose.  The  fruits  of  this  agi- 
tation have  been  bitter  and  abundant.  Men  of 
business  require  to  be  put  in  a situation  that  Ihey 
may  adapt  their  affairs  to  a state  of  things  which 
promises  permanency.  That  character  is  alone  ne- 
cessary to  give  success  to  Ihe. present  system.  No 
rational  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  country  can  fail  to  succeed,  if  the  mass  of  our 
industrious  and  enterprising  population,  without  re- 
gard to  local,  sectional  or  political  distinctions,  are 
only  sincerely  desirous  for  its  success.  Once  satisfy 
their,  that  things  are  in  this  respect  to  remain  stable, 
and  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  possible  that  they 
can  refuse  their  aid  and  support  to  that  which  con- 
cerns them  so  nearly,  and  upon  which  their  prospe- 
rity, private  as  well  as  public,  is  so  essentially  de- 
pendent. If  our  correspondence  shall  have  the  effect 
to  contribute  in  any  degree  to  bring  a state  of  things 
in  which  we  all  have  so  deep  an  interest,  and  which 
should  be  desired  by  all,  I will  rejoice  that  it  has  ta- 
ken place.” 

My  conviclions  of  the  truth  and  justice  of  these 
views  upon  this  vitally  important  question,  have 
been  confirmed  by  all  my  subsequent  experience, 
and  will,  I doubt  not,  from  the  principles  upon  which 
they  are  founded,  endure  to  the  end  of  iny  life. 

My  opinions  upon  the  tariff,  which  is  the  subject 
of  your  third  question,  were  asked  when  I was  a 
candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  by  a portion  of  my 
fellow  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  and  freely  given. 
Their  application  reached  me  but  a short  period  be- 
fore the  then  approaching  election,  and  to  secure  in 
every  portion  ol'  the  union  as  general  and  early  a 
knowledge  of  my  views  as  was  practicable,  1 caused 
them  to  be  forthwith  published  at  Albany.  They 
were  reiterated  in  1836,  when  a candidate  for  the 
presidency,  and  contain  the  general  principles;  by 
which  it  is  my  intention  to  regulate  my  official 
course.  I was  seriously  friendly  to  the  passage  of 
the  compromise  bill,  amt  have  always  been,  and  still 
am,  disposed  to  carry  it  into  full  and  fair  effect.  The 
opinions  of  which  1 have  spoken  were  expressed  in 
the  following  items: 

“Although  my  official  acts  in  relation  to  the  pro 
tective  system  might  well  be  regarded  as  rendering 
the  avowal  unnecessary,  I think  it  nevertheless  pro- 
per to  say,  that  I believe  the  establishment  of  com- 
mercial regulations,  with  a view  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  domestic  products,  to  be  within  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  congress.  Whilst,  however,  I have 
entertained  this  opinion,  it  has  never  been  my  wish 
to  see  the  power  rn  question  exercised  with  an  op- 
pressive inequality  upon  any  portion  of  our  citizens 
or  for  tile  advantage  of  one  section  of  the  union  at 
the  expense  of  another.  On  the  contrary,  I Iiave  at 
all  times  believed  it  to  be  Hie  sacred  duty  of  those 
who  are  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  fe- 
deral government  to  direct  its  operations  in  the  man- 
ner best  calculated  to  distribute,  as  equally  as  possible 
its  burdens  and  blessings  amongst  tire  several  states 
and  ( lie  people.  My  views  upon  this  subject  were, 
several  years  ago,  spread  before  the  people  ol  the 
slate,  and  have  since  been  widely  diffused  through 
tlie  medium  of  the  public  press.  My  object  at  that 
time  was  to  invite  the  attention  ot  my  immediate 
constituents  to  a dispassionate  consideration  of  the 
subject  in  its  various  bearings,  being  well  assured 
that  such  an  investigation  would  bring  them  to  a 
standard,  which,  from  its  moderation  and  justice, 
would  furnish  the  best  guarantee  for  the  true  inte- 
rests of  all.  If,  as  has  been  supposed,  those  views 
have  contributed  in  any  degree  lo  produce  a state  of 
feeling  so  much  to  be  desired,  I have  reason  to  be 
gratified  with  the  result. 

“The  approaching,  and,  if  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent executive  is  allowed  to  prevail,  the  certain  and 
speedy  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  has  pre- 
sented an  opportunity  for  a more  equitable  adjust- 
ment of  the  tariff',  which  has  been  already  embraced 
by  ihe  adoption  of  a conciliatory  measure,  the  spirit  of 
which,  will,  I doubt  not,  continue  to  be  cherished  by 


all  who  are  not  desirous  of  advancing  their  private 
interest  at  the  sacrifice  of  those  of  the  punlic,  and 
who  place  a just  value  upon  the  peace  and  harmony 
of  the  union. 

“The  protective  system  and  its  proper  adjustment 
became  a subject  of  frequent  and  necessary  conside- 
ration, whilst  I formed  a part  of  the  cabinet;  and  (lie 
mannerin  which  the  president  proposed  to  carry  into 
effect  the  policy  in  relation  to  imposts,  recommended 
in  his  previous  messages,  has  since  been  avowed  with 
that  frankness  which  belongs  to  his  character.  To 
this  end,  he  recommended  ‘a  modification  of  the  ta- 
riff, which  should  produce  a reduction  of  the  revenue 
to  the  wants  of  the  government,  and  an  adjustment 
of  the  duty  upon  imports,  with  a view  lo  equal  jus- 
tice in  relation  to  all  our  national  interests,  and  to  ttie 
counteraction  of  foreign  policy,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
injurious  to  those  interests.’ 

“In  these  seutfments  I fully  concur;  and  I have 
been  thus  explicit  in  the  statement  ot'them,  that  there 
may  be  no  room  for  misapprehension  as  to  my  own 
views  upon  the  subject.  A sincere  and  faithful  ap- 
plication of  these  principles  to  our  legislation,  ttn- 
warped  by  private  interests  or  political  design — a 
restriction  of  the  wants  of  the  government  to'a  sim- 
ple and  economical  administration  of  its  affairs — Ihe 
only  administration  which  is  consistent  witli  the  pu- 
rity and  stability  of  the  republican  system — a prefe- 
rence in  encouragement  given  to  such  manufactures 
as  are  essential  to  the  national  defence,  and  its  ex- 
tension to  others  in  proportion  as  they  are  adapted 
to  our  country,  and  of  which  the  raw  material  is 
produced  by  ourselves,  with  a proper  respect  for  the 
rule  which  demands,  that  all  taxes  should  be  imposed 
in  proportion  to  (he  ability  and  condition  of  the  con- 
tributors, would  I am  convinced,  give  ultimate  satis- 
faction to  a vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  arrest  that  spirit  of  discontent  which  is 
now  unhappily  so  prevalent,  and  which  threatens 
such  extensive  injury  to  the  institutions  of  our  coun- 
try.” 

You  next  ask  me,  whether  I would  sanction  any 
bill  granting  appropriations  of  the  public  money,  for 
the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  by  means  of 
canals,  rail  roads,  &c. 

My  views  upon  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment by  the  federal  government  were  given  at  the 
same  time  and  upon  the  same  application.  They 
are  as  follows: 

“Internal  improvements  are  so  diversified  in  their 
nature,  and  the  possible  agency  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment in  their  construction  so  variable  in  its  cha- 
racter and  degree,  as  to  render  it  not  a little  difficult 
to  lay  down  any  precise  lule  that  will  embrace  the 
whole  subject.  The  broadest  and  best  defined  divi- 
sion is  that  witich  distinguishes  between  tlie  direct 
construction  of  works  of  internal  improvement  by 
the  general  government,  and  pecuniary  assistance 
given  by  it  to  such  as  are  undertakerrby  others.  In 
the  former  are  included  the  right  to  make  and  esta- 
blish roads  and  canals  within  the  states,  and  the  as- 
sumption of  as  much  jurisdiction  over  the  territory 
they  may  occupy,  as  is  necessary  to  their  preserva- 
tion and  use.  The  latter  is  restricted  to  simple  grants 
of  money,  in  aid  of  such  works,  when  made  under 
state  authority. 

“The  federal  government  does  riot,  in  my  opinion, 
possess  the  power  first  specified;  nor  can  it  derive  it 
from  tlie  assent  of  tlie  slate  in  which  such  works  are 
to  be  constructed.  The  money  power,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, is  not  so  free  irons  difficulty.  Various  rules  have 
from  time  to  time  been  suggested  bv  those  who  pro- 
perly appreciate  the  importance  of  precision  and 
certainty  in  the  operalions  of  the  federal  power;  but 
they  have  been  so  frequently  infringed  upon  by  (lie 
apparently  unavoidable  action  of  tlie  government,  that 
a final  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  question 
has  been  prevented.  The  wide  difference  between 
a definition  of  the  power  in  question  upon  paper,  and 
its  practical  application  to  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment, has  been  felt  by  all  who  iiave  been  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  public  affairs.  The  whole 
subject  was  reviewed  in  the  president’s  Maysville 
message.  Sincerely  believing  that  the  best  interests 
of  the  whole  country,  the  quiet,  not  to  say  the  stabi- 
lity of  the  union,  ami  the  preservation  of  that  moral 
force  which  perhaps,  as  much  as  any  other,  holds  it 
together,  imperiously  required  that  the  destructive 
course  of  legislation  upon  that  subject  then  prevalent 
should,  in  some  proper  and  constitutional  way,  be  ar- 
rested, 1 •throughout  gave  to  the  measure,  of  which 
that  document  was  an  exposition,  my  active,  zealous 
and  anxious  support.  Tlie  opinions  declared  by  the 
president  in  the  Maysville,  and  in  bis  succeeding 
annual  message,  as  I understand  them  are  as  follow*' 
1st.  That  congress  does  not  possess  the  power  to 
make  and  establish  a road  or  canal  within  a state, 
with  a right  of  jurisdiction  to  tlie  extent  1 have  stat- 
ed; and  that  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  people  that  the 
construction  of  such  works  should  be  undertaken  by 
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the  federal  government,  a previous  amendment  of  the 
constitution  conferring  that  power  and  defining  and 
restricting  its  exercise,  with  reference  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  states,  is  indispensable.  2d.  An 
intimation  of  his  belief  that  the  right  to  make  appro- 
priations in  aid  of  such  internal  improvements  as  are 
of  a national  character,  has  been  so  generally  acted 
upon,  and  so  long  acquiesced  in  by  Ihe  federal  and 
state  governments,  and  the  constituents  of  each,  as 
to  justify  its  exercise,  but  that  it  is  nevertheless  high- 
ly expedient  that  even  such  appropriations  should, 
with  the  exception  of  such  as  relate  to  light  houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  public  piers  and  other  improvements 
in  the  harbors  and  navigable  rivers  of  the  IT.  States 
for  the  security  and  facility  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
be  deferred  at  least  until  our  national  debt  is  paid.  3d. 
That  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  people  that  the  agency 
of  the  federal  government  should  be  restricted  to  the 
appropriation  of  money,  and  extended  iu  that  form  in 
aid  of  such  undertakings  when  carried  on  by  state 
authority,  then  the  occasion,  the  manner  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  appropriation,  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  constitutional  regulation. 

“In  these  views  I concurred;  and  I likewise  parti- 
cipated in  the  difficulties  which  were  encountered, 
and  expressed  by  the  president,  in  adopting  the  prin- 
ciples which  concedes  to  the  federal  government  Ihe 
right  to  make  appropriations  in  aid  of  works  which 
might  be  regarded  as  of  a national  character — diffi- 
culties which  arose  as  well  from  Ihe  danger  of  con- 
sidering mere  usage  the  foundation  of  the  right,  as 
from  the  extreme  uncertainty  and  consequent  inse- 
curity of  the  best  rule  that  had  ever  been  adopted  or 
that  could,  in  the  absence  of  positive  constitutional 
provision,  be  established.  The  reasons  on  which 
these  objections  were  founded  are  so  fully  stated  in 
the  document  referred  to,  and  have  been  so  exten- 
sively promulgated,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
repeat  them  here.  Subsequent  reflection  and  expe- 
rience have  contirmed  my  apprehension  of  the  inju-. 
l ions  consequences  which  would  pr  bably  flow  from 
the  continuation  of  appropriations  for  internal  im- 
provements; with  no  better  rule  for  Ihe  government 
of  congress  than  that  of  which  I have  spoken,  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  express  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
general  and  true  interests  of  the  country  would  be 
best  consulted  by  withholding  them,  with  the  excep- 
tions which  1 have  already  referred  to,  until  some 
constitutional  regulation  upon  the  subject  has  been 
made. 

“In  this  avowal  I am  certainly  not  influenced  by 
feelings  of  indifference,  much  less  of  hostility  to  in- 
ternal improvements.  As  such,  they  can  have  no 
enemies.  I have  never  omitted  to  give  them  all  the 
proper  aid  in  my  power,  lor  which,  by  the  way,  I 
claim  no  particular  merit,  as  I do  not  believe  there 
is  an  honest  and  sane  man  in  the  country  who  does 
not  wish  to  see  them  prosper;  but  their  construction, 
and  tile  manner  in  which,  and  the  means  by  wliieii 
they  are  to  be  effected,  are  quite  different  questions. 
Rather  than  again  expose  our  legislation  to  all  the 
corrupting  influences  of  those  scrambles  and  combi- 
nations in  congress  which  have  been  heretofore  wit- 
nessed, and  the  other  affairs  of  the  country  to  the 
injurious  effects  unavoidably  resulting  from  them,  it 
would,  in  ray  opinion,  be  infinitely  preferable  to  leave 
works  of  the  character  spoken  of  and  not  embraced 
in  the  exception  which  has  been  pointed  out,  for 
the  present,  to  the  supports  upon  which  they  have 
reposed  with  so  much  success  for  the  last  two  years, 
viz:  state  efforts  and  private  enterprise.  If  the  great 
body  of  the  people  become  convinced  that  the  pro- 
gress of  these  works  should  be  accelerated  by  the 
federal  arm,  they  will  not  refuse  to  come  to  some 
proper  constitutional  arrangement  upon  Hie  subject. 
The  supposition  that  an  equitable  rule,  which  pays 
a proper  /espect  to  the  interests  and  condition  of  the 
different  states  could  fail  to  receive  ultimately  the 
constitutional  sanction,  would  be  doing  injustice  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  country.  By  such  a settle- 
ment of  the  question,  our  political  system,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  other  advantages  derived  from  it,  would, 
in  relation  to  this  subject  at  least,  be  relieved  from 
those  dangerous  shocks  which  spring  from  diversi- 
ties of  opinion  upon  constitutional  points  of  deep 
interest;  an  I,  in-tlie  mean  time,  the  resources  of  the 
country  would  be  best  husbanded  by  being  left  in  the 
hands  of  those  by  whose  tabor  they  are  pioduced.” 

To  this  exposition  of  my  opinions  upon  the  gene- 
ral subject,  were  added  some  additional  observations, 
in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Williams,  aheadv  referred  to. 
They  were  chiefly  applicable  to  “the  improvements 
of  our  harbors  and  the  removal  of  partial  and  tempo- 
rary obstructions  in  our  navigable  rivers,  for  the  fa- 
cility of  our  foreign  commerce,”  and  the  best  means 
of  checking  the  tendency  to  abuses  which  such  ap- 
propriations often  produced.  To  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  two  publications  referred  to,  I still  ad- 
here. and  it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  carry  them 
into  full  and  fair  effect  in  the  administration  of  the 
government,  since  I have  been  at  its  head.  If  they 


have  been  departed  from,  in  respect  to  any  works 
commenced  under  my  administration,  I am  not  ad- 
vised of  it. 

In  conclusion,  you  ask  me,  “whether  I approve 
of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  scheme  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia?” 

My  knowledge  of  military  affairs  is  very  limited; 
but  I will  neveilheless  give  you  such  views  as  I 
have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject  of  your  inqui- 
ry. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  authorises 
congress  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia,  and  for  governing  them  when 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States — reserving  to  the 
states  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  authority 
to  train  the  militia,  according  to  Ihe  mode  of  disci- 
pline prescribed  by  congress.  In  execution  of  this 
grant  of  power,  congress,  during  the  administration 
of  general  Washington,  and  upon  his  recommenda- 
tion, passed  a law  tor  the  organization  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States.  By  this  act,  it  is  provided, 
first,  that  every  free  white  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  resident  therein,  between  the  ages  of  fifteen 
and  forty-five,  (with  some  enumerated  exemptions), 
are  to  be  enrolled  and  divided  by  (tie  several  states 
into  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  brigades, 
and  divisions,  upon  principles  therein  established, 
and,  in  like  manner,  officered  by  them,  according  to 
the  rules  prescribed  by  congress  for  determining 
their  number  and  respective  rank.  2d.  That  the 
militia  thus  enrolled.shall  be  armed  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. 3d.  That  they  shall  be  disciplined  accord- 
ing to  the  roles  approved  and  established  by  con- 
gress, on  the  29th  of  March,  1779 — and  4th.  That 
the  rules  for  the  government  of  the  militia  when 
called  into  service  of  the  United  States,  (the  manner 
and  occasions  of  doing  which  being  pointed  out  by 
taw),  shall  be  ttie  same  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
as  are  provided  for  the  government  of  the  troops  of 
ttie  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  ’92,  whicli  obliges 
every  citizen  duly  enrolled  lobe  constantly  provided 
with  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,”  was 
re-enacted  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  so  much  of  thaPact  as  established  ttie  dis- 
cipline and  regulations  of  baron  Steuben  was  subse- 
quently repealed,  and  the  system  of  discipline  and 
exercises  of  the  regular  army  was  adopted  by  the 
militia.  These  additional  provisions,  with  occa- 
sional acts  respecting  the  appointment  of  the  officers 
by  the  states,  ar.d  etianging  ttie  regulations  concern- 
ing the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  militia,  when  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States;  and  the  pre- 
paration and  distribution  of  a system  of  tactics,  con- 
stitute every  material  part  of  ttie  legislation  of  con- 
gress upon  the  subject  of  the  militia  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  government. 

Ttie  organization  of  the  militia  thus  established 
has  been  in  force  nearly  fifty  years.  It  varies  in 
man)'  essential  particulars  fioin  that  recommended 
by  general  Wastiington,  and  has  been  regarded  ever 
since  its  adoption,  as  defective  in  an  eminent  degree, 
as  well  by  the  successive  presidents  of  the  United 
States,  as  by  all  other  persons,  whose  habits  of  life 
and  opportunities  of  persona!  observation  have  fitted 
them  to  form  sound  opinions  upon  the  subject.  Its 
improvement  was  therefore  an  object  of  unceasing 
and  anxious  solicitude  on  the  part  of  general  Wash- 
ington, and  almost  every  successive  president  com- 
menced his  career  with  calling  ttie  attention  of  con- 
gress to  ttie  subject,  and  closed  it  with  expressions 
of  regret  that  these  recommendations  had  proved 
unavailing.  General  Cass,  when  secretary  of  war, 
stated,  in  an  official  report,  that  this  subject  had  been 
presented  for  consideration  no  less  than  thirty- one 
rime?  in  official  executive  communications,  com- 
mencing with  the  inaugural  address  of  president 
Washington.  The  principal  objections  to  tile  pre- 
sent system  appear  to  atise  from  ttie  great  and  un 
necessary  extent  of  the  enrolment  of  Ihe  militia  held 
lo  actual  service  and  who  are  required  to  muster  and 
do  duty  a certain  number  of  days  in  ttie  year,  and 
for  ttie  want  of  adequate  means  or  inducements  to 
secure  a proper  instruction;  by  reason  of  which  this 
heavy  tax  is  not  onlyu-enderedin  a great  degree  use- 
less, but  is  also  unreasonably  burdensome. 

By  the  federal  constitution,  congress  has  the  pow- 
er to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
ttie  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrection  and  re- 
pel invasion.  The  militia  force  provided  for  these 
purposes,  by  existing  laws,  and  which,  to  render  it 
effective,  is  compelled  to  be  at  all  times  provided 
with  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  and  to 
be  mustered  and  drilled  at  stated  periods,  and  kept 
always  ready  for  service,  comprises,  with  limited 
and  enumerated  exemptions,  ttie  whole  of  the  able- 
bodied  male  white  population  of  the  United  States, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five.  When 
it  is  considered  that  ttie  number  of  these,  according 
to  official  returns,  exceed  a million  and  a half  of 


men,  and  probably  at  this  period,  amounts  to  two 
millions,  the  immense  and  consequently  oppressive 
excess  of  the  existing  preparatory  enrolment,  beyond 
possible  wants  of  the  country,  must  be  apparent  to 
all.  How  far  ttie  existing  organization  and  laws 
passed  by  the  states  in  pursuance  thereof  have  prov- 
ed successfol  in  accomplishing  the  great  object  in 
view,  viz:  the  instruction  and  improvement  of  citi- 
zen soldiers  in  military  tactics,  you  are  able  to  judge 
for  yourselves.  Ttie  results  were  a short  time  since 
summed  up  by  the  officer  before  alluded  to,  in  these 
emphatic  words:  “It  is  vain  to  expect  that  ttie  whole 
adult  population  of  the  country  can,  or  will  furnish 
themselves  witli  the  articles  required  by  law;  or  that 
their  collection,  for  any  number  of  days  they  can 
afford  to  devote  to  this  object,  and  under  the  usual 
circumstances  of  such  assemblages,  can  produce 
any  beneficial  effects  to  themselves  or  their  country. 
Already,  in  a number  of  ttie  states,  the  system  lias 
sunk  under  (lie  weight  of  public  opinion,  and  the 
practical  question  now  is,  whether  we  shall  ternain 
in  fact  defenceless,  or  resort  to  a large  standing  mili- 
tary force  in  time  of  peace,  that  just  dread  of  all  free 
governments,  or  adopt  an  efficient  plan,  which  will 
prepare  for  the  public  defence  the  greatest  force  at 
the  least  cost,  and  without  danger.” 

To  remedy  ttie  evils  of  the  present  system,  it  has 
been  repeatedly  proposed  to  reorganize  the  mllilia, 
in  such  manner  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  men, 
who  shall  he  fitted  and  always  ready  to  perform  the 
service  contemplated  by  ttie  constitution,  say  from 
the  number  of  two  millions  to  two  hundred  thou- 
sand, and  to  pay  the  latter  a reasonable  compensa- 
tion out  of  tile  national  treasury,  in  order  to  remu- 
nerate them  for  the  increased  burden  thus  imposed 
upon  them.  Several  plans  to  effect  this  pm  pose, 
have,  from  lime  to  time,  been  submitted  to  congress, 
by  successive  secretaries  of  war,  commencing  with 
general  Knox’s,  in  1790,  and  ending  with  that  of 
Mr.  Poinsett,  in  1340.  That  Mr.  Poinsett’s  is,  in 
several  respects,  preferable  to  those  which  have  pre- 
ceded it,  and  is  calculated  to  effect  a more  equitable 
disposition  of  the  whole  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try than  any  heretofore  presented,  appears  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  the  committees  of  botli  houses 
of  congress.  Ttie  grounds  of  this  preference  are 
fully  set  forth  in  the  able  reports  made  by  their  re- 
spective chairmen,  at  the  last  session,  which  have 
been  published,  and  extensively  circulated,  and  are 
stated  as  follows: 

1st.  It  extends  the  pay,  for  the  period  occupied 
in  training,  to  privates  as  well  as  to  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  to  whom  it  was 
limited  in  the  plans  of  others.  2d.  It  introduces  ttie 
principle  Of  rotation,  by  which  the  period  during 
which  ttie  citizens  are  engaged  in  training  is  dimi- 
nished, and  the  instruction  they  receive  more  directly 
imparted  to  ttie  mass,  and  the  burdens  as  well  as 
benefits,  more  equally  distributed  among  the  people. 
3d.  In  excluding  from  enrolment  all  between  18  amt 
20  years  of  age,  being  a period  of  life  in  which 
young  men  aie  employed  in  finishing  their  educa- 
tion, learning  a trade,  or  studying  tile  profession  by 
which  they  tiope  to  obtain  a livelihood.  In  these 
preferences,  I concur.  In  other  respects  the  differ- 
ent plans  are  understood  to  be  substantially  the 
same.  They  are  so  with  regard  to  the  authority  of 
Ihe  officers  over  the  privates,  and  the  rules  tortile 
government  of  all  when  called  out  tor  di  ill.  They 
alt  propose  that  the  rules  should  be  those  established 
for  the  government  of  the  army.  The  existing  law 
applies  those  rules  to  the  militia,  when  called  into 
Hie  service  of  ttie  United  States,  and  lias  done  so  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Poinsett’s  plan  does  not  add  a 
single  penalty  or  new  provision.  There  certainly 
exists  to  some  extent  a prejudice  in  ttie  public  mind 
against  Ihe  application  of  the  same  rigor  in  discipline 
ol  citizen  soldiers,  who  are  only  called  out  for  short 
periods  of  service,  as  that  w hich  is  applied  by  all  na- 
tions to  those  wlio  make  arms  a profession.  It  will 
be  for  congress  to  decide,  aided  by  the  opinions  of 
experienced  military  men,  whether  the  discipline  of 
ihe  militia,  when  called  into  (lie  service  of  the  U. 
States,  will  admit  of  any  relaxation.  No  one  ap- 
pears yet  to  have  thought  so.  The  rule  by  whicli 
congress  should  be  governed,  in  my  opinion,  is  to 
confer  as  much  authority  as  is  necessary  lo  subordi- 
nation amt  improvement,  and' to  adopt  the  regula- 
tions  as  l?.r  as  practicable  to  ttie  character  of  ttie 
force,  and  t lie  feelings  and  habits  of  our  people. — 
Ttie  different  plans  are  also  alike  in  requiring  the 
militia  to  arm  itself. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Poinsett  contemplates  the  estab- 
lishment of  depots  of  arms  and  ammunition  at  the 
expense  of  the  federal  government,  near  Hie  plac.s 
where  the  militia  are  to  muster  for  training;  but,  like 
ail  Ins  predecessors,  he  proposes  to  leave  in  force  the 
present  law,  which  makes  it  i he  duty  of  every  en- 
rolled citizen  to  ha  constantly  provided  with  arms, 
accoutrements  and  ammunition,  at  his  own  expense. 
Tiiis  law,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  passed  under 
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the  administration  of  gen.  Washington,  and  was  re- 
enacted under  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  Regarded  as 
an  indication  of  the  principles  of  our  government, 
which  confides  the  protection  of  the  liberties  of  the 
country  and  the  maintenance  of  public  order  to  the 
hands  of  the  free  citizens  of  the  republic,  it  was  ho- 
norable to  ourlegislatiori,  and  stands  in  beautiful  con- 
trast with  the  institutions  of  other  countries  by 
which  the  people,  so  far  from  being  compelled  to 
have  arms,  are  denied  the  right  to  possess  them,  and 
deprived  of  their  use.  But  the  utter  inefficiency  of 
this  provision  of  the  law  to  induce  tire  people  to  arm 
themselves  properly  has  been  fully  demonstrated. — 
It  is  vain  to  expect,  says  governor  Cass,  in  the  re- 
port before  cited,  “that  the  whole  adult  male  popula- 
tion of  the1  country  can,  or  will,  furnish  themselves 
with  the  articles  required  by  law.”  Wheiever  a 
military  pride  is  excited,  a3  is  the  case  with  volun- 
teer associations,  the  law  is  obeyed;  but  it  cannot,  it 
appears  to  me,  be  carried  into  execution  with  the 
mass  of  the  militia  without  a more  rigorous  exeicise 
of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  government  than  is 
consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  Mr. 
Poinsett’s  plan  proposed  fo  establish  depots  of  arms 
in  the  several  states  at  the  public  expense,  to  be 
used  when  training,  or  in  actual  service  by  (he  mi- 
litia selected  for  duty,  and  as  it  was  not  contemplat- 
ed to  muster  the  rest  of  the  militia  for  discipline,  it 
will  in  my  judgment  be  well  worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration, whether  a repeal  of  the  provision  of  the 
law  which  requires  the  militia  to  arm  themselves  at 
their  own  expense,  leaving  it  to  their  option  to  be  so 
provided  or  not;  and  the  distribution  of  arms  to  the 
lull  extent  that  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the 
militia  when  called  into  active  service,  ought  not  to 
constitute  a part  of  any  plan  for  the  re-organization 
of  the  militia,  by  which  a portion  of  them  are  to  be 
instructed  at  the  expense  of  the  rest.  The  inclina- 
tion of  my  own  mind  would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of 
such  a course.  The  light  in  which  the  existing 
law,  requiring  all  who  are  enrolled  to  arm  them- 
selves, is  regarded,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact, 
that  men  of  good  standing  and  supposed  intelligei.ee 
in  the  country,  have  either  been  so  ignorant  of  its 
existence  themselves,  or  have  counted  so  largely  on 
the  ignorance  of  their  fellow  citizens,  as  to  charge 
Mr.  Poinsett  with  an  attempt  to  originate  the  mea- 
sure, when,  in  truth,  he  only  transferred  it  to  bis 
plan  from  the  statute  book,  where  it  had  stood  for 
forty-seven  yeaj's. 

But,  in  my  opinion,  the  difficulties  which  beset 
this  subject  lie  deeper  than  this.  You  have  seen  that 
the  committees  of  congress  have  reported  against  a 
reorganization  of  the  militia  upon  the  principle  of 
classification,  and  that  Ihey  have  been  virtually  sus- 
tained in  their  objections  by  their  respective  houses. 
You  have  seen,  also,  (hat  plans  embracing  the  same 
principle  have  been  recommended  in  vain  for  the  last 
half  century,  by  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe  and  Jackson — men  who  have  always  com- 
manded the  respect  of  congress,  and  whose  measures 
seldom  failed  to  receive  its  support.  This  may  be  in 
part  accounted  for  by  the  just  repugnance  of  the 
American  people  to  a standing  military  force,  which 
unavoidably  extends  itself  to  large  and  protracted 
encampirfents  even  of  the  militia.  But  the  princi- 
pal difficulty  has  undoubtedly  arisen  out  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  federal  constitution,  relating  to  this 
subject.  By  that  instrument,  the  power  to  train  the 
militia  is  reserved  to  the  states.  To  reduce  tiie  num- 
ber to  be  relied  upon  for  active  service  by  classifica- 
tion, might  easily  be  done,  because  the  right  to  or- 
ganize is  givpn  to  congress  by  the  constitution;  but 
the  desired  efficiency  would  not  be  secured,  unless 
that  number  were  belter  trained:  and  to  that  end  it 
is  requisite  that  they  should  be  kept  together  for 
longer  periods  of  time  than  is  now  practised.  To 
do  this  without  manifest  injustice,  provision  must  be 
made  for  their  payment.  Nor  is  it  believed  that 
they  would  in  general  be  properly  instructed  and 
disciplined,  unless  they  are  all  called  out  and  receiv- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  11  tils 
can  be  constitutionally  done,  the  payments  may  be 
made  out  of  the  ria’jona!  treasury.  But  the  consti- 
tution authorises  the  federal  government  to  cal!  the 
militia  into  service  in  only  three  enumerated  cases, 
viz:  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  unioia,  suppress  in- 
surrection, ami  rep.  1 invasion.  Not  only  is  Ihe  au- 
thority to  assemble  them  for  training  not  granted  to 
congress,  hut  it  is  expressly  reserved  to  the  s'ates. 
If,  therefore,  the  right  to  call  out,  or  to  receive  the 
militia  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  such 
a purpose, .be  assumed  by  the  general  government,  it 
car.  only  be  under  the  authority  to  provide  Ibr  dis- 
ciplining the  militia;  a construction  which,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  doubtful;  for  the  same 
sentence  of  the  constitution  which  reserves  to  the 
states  respectively  the  authority  of  training  the  mi- 
litia. directs  also  that  it  should  he  done  according  to 
the  discipline  prescribed  by  congress,  thus  exclud- 
ing, as  it  would  seem,  by  necessary  inference,  the  1 


idea  that  its  authors  used  the  two  terms  in  the  same 

sense. 

Mr.  Poinsett  seems  to  have  been  more  sensibly 
impressed  with  this  obstacle  than  his  predecessors, 
and  endeavors  to  overcome  it  by  placing  his  chief 
reliance  on  volunteers,  and  where  drafts  are  necessa- 
ry, he  proposes  that  they  should  be  made  by  the 
states  themselves.  But  can  the  constitutional  ob- 
jection be  thus  avoided?  Can  congress  appropriate 
money  for  objects  to  which  iheir  authority  does  not 
extend? 

A proposition  was  made  several  years  since  to 
meet  the  objection  fully  by  amending  the  constitu- 
tion and  giving  congress  power  to  provide  for  train- 
ing the  militia  concurrently  with  the  states,  and  to 
subject  them  to  the  rules  ami  regulations  to  which 
they  are  by  law  subjected  when  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  to  provide  for  teaching 
in  the  primary  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning 
throughout  Ihe  union,  the  system  of  discipline  pre- 
scribed for  the  militia.  This  proposition  does  not 
appear  to  have  found  favor  either  with  congress  or 
with  the  people. 

It  is  but  lately  that  my  attention  has  been  particu- 
larly drawn  to  this  subject,  and,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  great  men  to  whom  I have  alluded  contem- 
plated an  organization  of  the  militia,  and  provisions 
for  its  better  instruction,  embracing  substantial  ly  the 
principles  contained  in  Mr.  Poinsett’s  plan,  it  be- 
comes me,  in  the.  face  of  so  much  apparent  authority 
to  hesitate  before  I pronounce  definitely  upon  its 
constitutionality.  I shall,  I am  confident,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  all  candid  minds,  best  perform  my  duty  by 
refraining  to  do  so,  until  it  becomes  necessary  to  act 
officially  in  the  matter.  In  the  mean  time,  I will 
content  myself  with  saying,  that  the  inclination  of 
my  mind  is,  that  the  desired  measure  cannot  be  safe- 
ly accomplished,  in  the  form  proposed,  under  the  fe- 
deral constitution,  as  it  stands. 

Having  thus  given  yon  the  best  opinions  that  I 
have  been  able  to  form  of  the  important  subjects  to 
which  you  have  called  my  attention,  you  will,  I hope, 
allow  me  to  notice  briefly  one  or  two  collateral  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Poinsett’s  uncontroverted  account  of  the  ori- 
gin and  progress  of  his  plan  is  before  you.  He  shows 
that  it  grew  out  of  the  request  made  of  him  by  the 
committee  on  the  militia  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives at  the  close  of  the  session  before  the  last,  in 
contemplation  of  a possible  collision  between  this 
country  and  great  Britain,  and  (hat  it  was  matured 
and  drawn  forth  under  a call  made  upon  him  by  the 
house  at  the  last  session.  Soule  surprise  has  been 
expressed,  and  doubts  appear  even  to  be  entertained 
of  the  correctness  of  his  declaration,  that  the  plan 
was  not  seen  by  me,  or  submitted  to  my  consideration 
before  it  was  communicated  to  congress.  Those 
who  take  this  view  of  the  subject,  entirely  overlook 
Ihe  fact,  that  such  is  almost  invariably  the  case  on 
all  similar  occasions;  and  that  in  replying'  to  calls 
made  upon  them  by  either  branch  of  the  legislature, 
the  beaus  of  departments  act  for  congress,  and  not 
for  the  president;  except  only  on  occasions  where 
his  acts  are  brought  in  question.  The  impractica- 
bility ol  pursuing  a different  course,  if  even  it  were 
otherwise  desirable,  will  be  appreciated,  when  it  is 
considered  how  very  numerous  these  calls  have  re- 
cently been,  amounting  as  they  have  done  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty  at  a single  session,  indepen- 
dently of  those  made  on  the  president  himself,' and 
of  letters  from  committees,  requiring  great  re- 
search, and  the  preparation  of  voluminous  docu- 
ments. 

Unfair  as  these  animadversions  are  thus  shown  to 
be,  this  has  not  been  even  the  worst  aspect  in  which 
they  have  been  presented.  We  have  been  compelled 
to  see,  not,  I should  think,  without  shame  and  mor 
tificaliou  ou  the  part  of  every  ingenious  mind,  what- 
ever may  be  his  political  preferences,  the  names  of 
respectable  citizens  subscribed  to  statements,  that  I 
had  in  my  annual  message  expressed  my  approbation 
of  a plan,  which  not  only  never  had  been  submitted 
(o  me,  but  was  not  even  matured  until  more  than 
three  months  after  the  message  was  sent  to  congress; 
and  an  attempt  to  prove  the  unfounded  assumption 
by  the  publication  of  a garbled  extract  from  that  do- 
cument, with  its  true  meaning  falsified  by  the  sup- 
pression of  a material  part.  Nor  was  the  avowed 
object  of  these  extraordinary  proceedings  less  re- 
markable than  the  acts  themselves,  being  nothing 
less  than  an  attempt  to  fix  upon  me  the  design  of  es 
tablishing  a standing  array  of  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  lor  political  and  personal  purposes.  If  I had 
been  charged  with  the  design  of  establishing  among 
you,  at  the  public  expense,  a menagerie  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  wild  beasts,  it  would  not  have  sur- 
prised me  more,  nor  would  it,  in  my  judgment,  have 
been  one  jot  more  preposterous. 

I am  fortunately,  gentlemen,  not  over-sensitive  to 
attacks  of  this  character,  and  have,  withal,  an  abid- 


ing confidence  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people, 
which  renders  them  proof  against  all  such  atlempts 
to  deceive  them.  If  I understand  my  own  feelings, 
my  chief  regret  in  witnessing  such  degrading  exhi- 
bitions, arises  from  a consideration  ol  the  opinion 
which  foreigners,  who  have  not  the  same  reasons  to 
respect  our  political  institutions  that  we  have,  are 
likely  to  form  of  the  character  of  our  people,  when 
they  see  that  conspicuous  men  among  us  can  pro- 
mise themselves  any  advantages,  from  attempts  to 
delude  their  fellow  citizens,  by  means  of  such  mon- 
strous absurdities.  This  regret  is,  however,  I con- 
fess, materially  diminished,  by  the  conviction  that 
the  people  will  in  the  sequel,  as  they  have  heretofore 
done,  convince  those  who  attempt  in  this  manner  to 
operate  upon  their  credulity,  of  the  folly  ot  seeking 
to  accomplish,  in  this  country,  political  objects  by 
such  discreditable  means.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  John  B.  Cary , A.  G.  Hudgins,  Thomas 

Jones  and  G.  A.  Cary,  of  Elizabeth.  City  county , 

Virginia. 

General  Harrison  at  Fort  Greenville. 
The  celebration  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  ultimo  at  the 
Greenville  treaty  ground,  on  the  site  of  the  old  fort, 
drew  together  an  immense  concourse  of  the  people 
from  Ohio  and  Indiana.  “By  noon,  says  the  Messen- 
ger, ouropen  and  extensive  commons  were  covered 
with  the  wagons,  carriages,  banners,  streaming  pe- 
nons  and  heavy  masses  of  freemen.  Indiana  did  no- 
bly, rallying  by  thousands,  and  with  an  enthusiasm 
peculiatlv  characteristic  of  the  warm-hearted  and  ge- 
nerous hoosiers.  There  was  a fine  troop  of  horse  from 
Randolph,  and  from  Connersville  about  60,  mounted 
on  white  horses,  with  blue  sashes.”  The  meeting 
organized  by  choosing  Win.  Bebb,  as  president, 
eleven  vice  presidents  and  five  secretaries.  After 
the  president  had  made  a short  address  of  admirable 
pith  and  eloquence,  general  Harrison  vva3  present- 
ed to  the  people  by  H.  Bell,  esq.  and  was  welcomed 
by  a deafening  shout  from  the  multitude.  General 
Harrison  addressed  the  people  for  about  two  hours 
with  much  eloquence  and  feeling: 

“He  said  that  he  was  not  here  of  his  own  choice. 
When  the  partiality  of  his  country  had  placed  him 
in  his  present  position,  it  had  been  his  purpose  to 
remain  in  the  quiet  of  his  home,  and  take  no  part  in 
the  canvass.  His  services  and  opinions  on  all  im- 
portant topics  were  open  to  the  scrutiny  of  his  coun- 
trymen; but  a torrent  of  calumny  had  brought  him 
from  his  home.  He  then  adverted  to  the  various 
slanders  promulgated  against  him.  His  answer  to 
the  charge  of  federalism  as  understood  in  1798, 
From  his  youth  upwards  he  said  he  had  been  a re- 
publican. A jealousy  of  federal  power,  particularly 
of  executive  power,  was  among  the  first  lessons  in- 
stilled into  his  mind  by  bis  venerated  parents. — ■ 
Those  early  admonitions  were  indelible,  and  he 
trusted  that  he  had  made  them  the  rule  of  his  life, 
When  he  was  appointed  governor  of  Indiana,  he  re- 
marked that  great,  even  despotic  powers  were  vest- 
ed in  him.  He  was  authorised  by  the  ordinance  to 
lay  off  new  counties,  and  to  organize  them  by  the 
appointment  of  county  officers — among  others,  the 
office  of  sheriff.  He  considered,  however,  that  he 
had  not  received  his  office  from  the  people,  and  he 
felt  bound  by  duty  and  by  a proper  sense,  he  trust- 
ed, of  the  spirit  of  republicanism  to  give  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  a voice  in  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  every  respect  within  his  power  to  do  so. 
When  a sheriff  was  to  be  appointed,  and  application 
was  made  to  him  for  the  office,  he  would  say,  ‘Sir, 
I cannot  give  you  this  office — you  must  go  to  the 
people  of  your  county,  and  if  in  an  election  you 
shall  be  successful,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  give 
you  a commission.’  He  then  told  various  anec- 
dotes connected  with  these  elections,  and  among 
others,  some  incidents  connected  with  the  organiza- 
tion of  Wayne  county.  Indiana.  In  this  account  of 
the  administration  ol  the  territory,  he  was  frequent- 
ly interrupted  by  the  grateful  recollections  of  some 
of  the  gray-headed  citizens  of  Indiana.  In  the  full- 
ness of  their  hearts  they  would  frequently  exclaim, 
‘general  it  is  true.’  ‘We  know  it  to  be  true,  gene- 
ral.’ Surely  such  republican  practices  speak  vo- 
lumes; conduct,  actions  are  every  thing,  and  profes- 
sions nothing.  This  line  of  conduct  was  in  strict 
keeping  with  the  true  spirit  of  American  institu- 
tions, and  a departure  from  it  by  the  federal  execu- 
tive has  done  much  to  bring  upon  the  country  those 
complicated  evils  under  which  the  country  now  suf- 
fers. But  lime  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  the 
general  through  all  the  topics  of  remark. 

“General  I-Iarrison  was  followed  by  Arthur  El- 
liott, of  Butler  county,  judge  Test,  ol  Indiana,  and 
J.  S.  Hawkins,  of  Preble.  An  address  and  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  and  the  assemblage  adjourned  in 
the  evening.  After  supper  various  addresses  were 
made  from  the  porch  ol  Mr.  Brower.  Judge  Test, 
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of  Indiana,  Bebb  and  Campbell,  of  Butler,  and  Mr. 
Green,  of  Indiana,  were  among  the  speakers,  and 
the  multitude  continued  to  cry  “go  on,  go  on”  until 
a late  hour  of  the  night.  Early  this  morning  ( Wed- 
nesday) general  Harrison  at  the  head  of  a numerous 
escort,  departed  lor  home.  And  now  (12  M.)  our 
village  has  resumed  its  retired  appearance,  the  mul- 
titude has  departed,  and  the  thousands  that  were 
here,  in  human  probability,  will  never  again  see 
‘Old  Fort  Greenville.’” 

The  day  was  pleasant,  and  order  and  good  feel- 
ing prevailed  to  a degree  scarcely  to  be  believed. 
No  accidents  happened,  and  every  one  returned 
home  well  pleased  with  the  trip  to  “Old  Fort  Green- 
ville.” 

General  Harrison  has  written  the  following 
letter  to  a committee  in  Indiana,  on  a subject  in  re- 
gard to  which  he  has  been  grossly  misrepresented: 
North  Bend,  July  4,  1S40. 

Gentlemen:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  ot  the  27th  lilt . informing  me  that  a 
report  prevails  in  your  neighborhood  “that  I am 
averse  to  emigrants  from  foreign  countries  being  na- 
turalized short  of  twenty  years,  and  that  in  my  feel- 
ings I have  no  sympathy  in  union  with  those  who 
have  sought  an  asylum  in  this  land  of  liberty.” 

I have  heard  of  this  calumny  before,  and  have 
never  ceased  to  pronounce  it  such,  and  to  declare 
that  it  has  not  a shadow  of  foundation. 

On  the  contrary  I have  done  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  facilitate  those  who  have  been  near  to  me 
to  acquire  the  rights  of  citizenship — and  when  in 
congress  to  give  them  (before  their  naturalization) 
the  same  privileges  in  taking  up  and  purchasing  the 
public  lands  as  the  native  citizen.  It  appears  to  be 
impossible  to  keep  pace,  by  contradiction,  with  the 
numerous  falsehoods  which  are  daily  raised  against 
me;  some  of  the  latter  indeed  supported  with  the 
basest  perjury.  Respectfully, 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

The  vice  presidency.  The  vice  president, 
col.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  has  spoken  at  several  very 
large  meetings  in  the  west,  within  the  last  two 
weeks.  At  Wheeling,  Ya.  Zanesville,  Chillicothe 
and  several  other  places  in  Ohio.  He  was  welcom- 
ed on  his  lour  by  every  mark  of  distinction,  especi- 
ally from  the  Van  Bureu  party. 

The  Albany  Argus  and  the  Kinderhook  Sentinel 
are  both  recognised  as  semi-otlicial  organs  of  the 
president.  The  following  article  we  extract  from 
the  former  of  the  6th  instant: 

The  facts  stated  in  the  following  article  from  the 
Kinderhook  Sentinel  show,  that  whatever  diversity 
of  opinion  existed  in  the  Baltimore  convention  on 
the  question  of  a candidate  for  the  vice  presidency, 
none  exists  nosv — that  the  names  of  the  democratic 
candidates  save  one  have  been  withdrawn— and  that 
the  real  hero  of  the  Thames,  col.  Richard  M.  John- 
son, is  the  only  democratic  nominee  in  the  field. 
That  the  democratic  convention  in  this  state  will 
cordially  respond  to  this  nomination,  vve  do  not 
doubt;  nor  do  we  doubt  that  it  will  be  responded  to 
by  the  people  with  equal  cordiallity.  Under  these 
circumstances,  we  place  the  name  of  Richard  M. 
Johnson  under  our  editorial  head,  subject  of  course 
to  the  decision  of  the  state  convention. 

The  vice  presidency — Old  “ Tecumsch ” in  the  field. 
The  democratic  national  convention,  unanimously 
nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  as  the  democratic 
candidate  for  president,  but  made  no  nomination  for 
vice  president.  There  were  many  good  reasons  for 
this  course.  First,  there  were  four  candidates  in 
the  field.  Second,  the  convention  wished  to  pro- 
mote “union,  harmony,  and  united  action,”  and  they 
were  perfectly  aware  that  this  could  not  be  done  if 
a nomination  was  made.  They  therefore  left  the 
question  to  be  decided  by  the  people,  trusting  that 
there  would  be  a concentration  of  opinion  on  one 
individual,  previous  to  the  election,  and  that  the 
question  would  be  definitely  settled  by  the  different 
state  conventions,  who  would  reflect  the  opinionsof 
their  constituents  in  their  respective  states. 

The  result  has  proved,  that  the  members  of  the 
national  convention  acted  with  wisdom;  and  al- 
though it  excited  the  astonishment  of  many,  that  no 
nomination  was  made,  yet  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  they  could  not  havedone  otherwise. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  convention,  Mr. 
Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  one  of  the  candidates,  has 
withdrawn  his  name,  and  publicly  signified  that  he 
does  not  wish  to  be  considered  a candidate  for  the 
vice  presidency.  Mr.  Forsyth  is  at  present  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  his  withdrawal  entitles  his  to  the 
thanks  of  the  democracy  of  the  union.  He  is  the 
personal  and  political  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
in  former  days,  when  senator  from  Georgia,  ably 
defended  him  from  the  ambitious  faction  that  plotted 
bis  destruction. 


We  perceive  in  a late  number  of  the  Tuscaloosa 
( Alabama)  flagof  the  Union,  that  William  R.  King, 
U.  S.  senator  fiotn  that  state,  has  withdrawn  his 
name,  and  does  not  desire  to  be  considered  a candi- 
date for  the  vice  presidency.  The  state  of  Alaba- 
ma has  ever  been  true  to  the  principles  of  democra- 
cy, ami  this  concession  of  one  of  her  most  gifted 
sons,  proves  her  devotion  to  the  good  cause. 

At  a late  meeting  held  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
James  K.  Polk  announced  himself  a candidate  for 
governor  of  that  state,  and  at  the  same  time  with- 
drew his  name  as  a candidate  for  the  vice  presiden- 
cy. The  democrats  have  no  abler  champion  of  their 
principles  than  Mr.  Polk,  and  the  people  of  his  own 
state  appreciated  his  worth,  when,  in  I83S>,  they 
elected  him  governor  of  Tennessee.  He  was  the 
able  and  intrepid  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, whom  Mr.  Clay  told,  to  “go  home  

where  you  belong,”  and  who,  taking  the  advice  of 
the  Kentucky  senator,  was  triumphantly  elected 
governor  of  his  native  state. 

The  withdrawal  therefore  of  Messrs.  Forsyth, 
King,  and  Polk, leaves  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson 
the  only  candidate  in  the  field.  Public  opinion  has, 
as  the  democratic  national  convention  predicted  it 
would,  concentrated  upon  one  individual, and  thanks 
to  the  discrimination  of  the  people,  that  man  is  the 
real  heio  of  the  Thames.  JVe  place  his  name  there- 
fore at  the  head  of  our  paper  this  week,  conscious 
that  the  different  state  conventions  will  sanction  and 
endorse  the  fiat  of  the  people,  and  that  the  people 
themselves,  in  November,  will  elevate  the  honest 
patriot  and  gallant  warrior  to  the  second  office  in 
the  republic — a station  which  he  now  so  eminently 
adorns.  [ Kinderhook  Sentinel. 

MINORITY  REPORT  ON  THE  REORGANI- 
ZATION OF  THE  MILITIA. 

June  5,  1840.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
5,000  extra  copies  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Triplett,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
submitted  the  following 

report: 

The  undersigned,  a minority  of  the  committee  on 
the  militia,  to  which  was  referred  the  leport  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  subject  of  the  militia, 
and  also  his  letter  transmitting  a system  of  reor- 
ganization of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  not 
being  able  to  agree  with  the  majority  of  said  com- 
mittee in  the  premises  assumed,  or  the  reasoning 
adopted  in  their  report,  although  they  come  to  the 
same  conclusion,  beg  leave  for  themselves,  to  re- 
port: 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  lays  down  the  plan  or  outline  of  his 
scheme:  “It  is  proposed  to  divide  the  United  States 
into  eight  military  districts,  and  to  organize  the  mi- 
litia in  each  district,  so  as  to  have  a body  of  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  men  in  active  service,  and 
another  of  equal  number  as  a reserve.  This  would 
give  an  armed  militia  force  of  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  so  drilled  and  stationed,  as  to  he  ready  to  take 
their  place  in  the  ranks  in  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, whenever  called  upon  to  oppose  the  enemy,  or 
repel  the  invader.  The  age  of  the  recruit  to  be 
from  20  to  37.  The  whole  term  of  service  to  be 
eight  years;  four  years  in  the  first  class,  and  four 
years  in  the  reserve;  one-fourth  part  (twenty-five 
thousand  men)  to  leave  the  service  every  year  pass- 
ing at  the  conclusion  of  the  first  term  into  the  re- 
serve, and  exempted  from  ordinary  military  duty 
altogether  at  the  end  of  the  second.  In  this  manner 
twenty-five  thousand  men  will  be  discharged  from 
militia  duly  every  year,  and  twenty-five  thousand 
fresh  recruits  to  be  received  into  the  service.  It 
will  be  sufficient  (or  all  useful  purposes,  that  the 
remainder~oFlhe  militia,  under  certain  regulations 
provided  for  their  government,  be  enrolled  and  mus- 
tered at  long  and  stated  intervals;  for  in  due  pro- 
cess of  time,  nearly  the  whole  mass  of  the  militia 
will  pass  through  the  first  and  second  classes,  and 
be  either  members  of  the  active  corps  or  of  the  re- 
serve, or  counted  among  the  exempts,  who  w ill  be 
liable  to  be  called  upon  only  in  periods  of  invasion 
or  imminent  peril.  The  manner  of  enrolment,  the 
number  of  days  of  service,  and  the  rate  of  compen- 
sation, ought  to  be  fixed  by  law;  but  the  details  had 
better  be  subject  to  regulation;  a plan  of  which  I 
am  prepared  to  submit  to  you.” 

The  outlines  of  the  plan  being  thus  laid  down, 
the  secretaiy  of  war  in  tiis  letter  of  the  20th  March, 
1840,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  committee,  and 
is  referred  to  as  a pait  of  this  report,  and  attached 
to  it  in  the  appendix,  fills  up  the  details,  and  shows 
the  manner  this  scheme  is  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

This  plan  has  received  a still  higher  sanction  in 
the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  U States,  in 
tiis  last  annual  inessagt — in  which  he  says: 

“The  present  condition  of  the  defences  of  our 
ptincipal  seaports,  and  navy  yards,  as  represented 


bv  the  accompanying  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
calls  lor  the  early  and  serious  attention  of  congress; 
and,  as  connecting  itself  intimately  with  this  sub- 
ject, I cannot  recommend  too  strongly  to  your  con- 
sideration the  plan  submitted  by  that  officer  for  the 
organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.” 

And  the  undersigned  have  given  to  it  the  consi- 
deration which  any  measure,  proceeding  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  and  recommended  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  deserves;  and  now  submit  to 
the  house  the  result  of  their  opinion. 

This  subject  i3  second  in  importance  to  none  on 
which  the  congress  of  the  United  States  has  been 
called  to  act  since  the  foundation  of  the  government, 
contemplating  nothing  less  than  an  entire  change  in 
the  militia  system  of  the  United  States;  bv  taking 
in  a time  of  profound  peace,  the  entire  control  and 
government  of  the  whole  militia  from  the  several 
states,  to  whom  it  has  heretofore  been  intrusted,  and 
transferring  it  to  the  United  States,  or  to  speak 
more  correctly,  to  the  president.  A change  so  im- 
portant, from  the  powers  which  it  confers  on  the 
executive  of  this  union,  and  the  consequences  which 
may  follow  it,  to  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple, should  not  be  made,  unless  the  power  is  so 
clearly  given  by  the  constitution,  as  to  admit  of  no 
question;  and  the  necessity  for  its  exercise  so  ma- 
nifest, that  corn  iction  is  forced  upon  the  understand- 
ing against  its  will. 

Your  committee  cannot  help  expressing  the  opi- 
nion that  the  secretary  of  war,  at  the  time  he  sub- 
mitted it  to  congress,  had  not  turned  his  attention 
to  the  constitutionality  of  bis  proposed  scheme  for 
organizing  and  training  the  militia;  and  they  annex 
hereto  a resolution  passed  at  their  meeting,  after 
this  subject  was  submitted  to  them,  the  letter  of 
their  chairman  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  his  an- 
swer theieto,  in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 

They  believe  this  scheme  is  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution.  It  is  not  pretended 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
its  departments,  have  any  power  over  the  militia  of 
the  several  states,  except  what  is  conferred  by  the 
constitution;  and  if  it  is  not  f.  and  there,  and  is  ex- 
ercised, it  must  be  by  assuming  power  not  granted. 

The  wise  and  patriotic  men  who  framed  our  con- 
stitution, well  knowing  that  a W'ell-armed  citizen 
soldiery  were  the  best  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country,  whether  threatened  by  external  force 
or  domestic  usurpers,  surrendered  only  so  much  of 
the  control  and  government  of  the  militia  of  the  se- 
veral states  to  the  federal  government,  or  to  the 
president,  as  necessity  required. 

When  the  militia  are  called  into  the  active  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  they  are  to  act  with  the 
regular  forces,  and  form  but  one  army,  and  should 
have  but  one  head;  the  president  was,  therefore, 
made  the  Commander  in-chief'  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  states  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  country;  and,  because  it  is  necessary  that  all 
troops  that  are  to  be  governed  by  one  commander, 
end  act  in  concert,  should  b;  organized,  armed  and 
disciplined,  in  the  same  way,  pou'er  was  granted  to 
congress  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia,  and  lor  governing  such  parts 
of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  ol  the 
United  States;  but  even  this  grant  of  power,  neces- 
sary as  it  was,  was  not  made  without  cautiously  re- 
serving to  the  states  respectively  the  appointment 
of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  mi- 
litia according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  con- 
gress; and,  above  all,  the  states  are  not  to  "be  de- 
prived of  their  militia  by  the  federal  government, 
unless  there  is  a necessity  for  their  being  called  into 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  for  one  of 
the  three  specified  purposes — to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  union,  of  suppressing  insurrections  arid  to  repel 
invasions — in  which  event  congress  has  the  power 
to  provide  for  governing  them;  but  then  they  can 
govern  such  part  of  them  only  as  unay  be  employed 
in  Hie  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  discharge 
ol  some  one  or  more  of  these  three  specified  duties. 

The  only  clauses  of  the  constitution  which  grant 
power  lo  any  department  of  the  federal  government 
over  the  militia  of  the  states,  are  the  following: 

Clause  15,  section  S,  and  1st  article — “Congress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forlh  the  mi- 
litia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  in- 
surrections and  repel  invasions.” 

Clause  16. — -“To  provide  lor  organizing,  arming 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such 
part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  sei  vice  of 
the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  states  respective- 
ly the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority 
of  training  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline 
prescribed  by  congress.” 

The  1st  clause,  2d  section,  2d  article. — “The  pre- 
sident shall  be  commander-in  chief  of  the  army  arul 
navy  of  lire  United  States,  an  1 of  the  militia  of  the 
several  states,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States.” 
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Under  the  constitution,  then,  congress  has  no 
power  to  call  forth  the  militia,  except  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  executing  the  laws  of  the  union, 
suppressing  insurrections,  or  repelling  invasions. 

What  laws  of  the  union  are  now  resisted  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  ex- 
ecute them?  Where  is  the  insurrection  which  it  is 
necessary  for  the  militia  to  suppress,  and  what  part 
of  our  territory  shall  they  be  inarched  to,  to  rejfel 
invasion?  The  laws  are  nowhere  resisted;  there  is 
no  insurrection;  and  our  territory  is  not  polluted  by 
an  invading  foe.  None  of  those  extraordinary  con- 
tingencies exist,  on  the  occurrence  of  which,  alone, 
the  extraordinary  and  high  power  is  granted  by  the 
people  to  congress  to  call  forth  the  militia;  and  to 
call  them  forth  when  those  contingencies  provided 
for  iu  the  constitution  do  not  exist,  is  not  only  an 
infraction  oi  that  constitution,  but  an  infringment 
on  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  which  they  will  not 
tamely  submit. 

Unfit  may  be  contended  by  the  secretary  of  war 
and  the  president,  that,  as  there  is  neither  insurrec- 
tion, invasion,  nor  resistance  to  the  laws,  the  plan 
proposed  by  them  is  not  a calling  forth  the  militia 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  constitution,  but  a calling 
forth  tor  the  purpose  of  training  and  disciplining 
only.  To  this  we  reply,  that,  by  the  2d  section  of 
the  2d  article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  only  when 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States 
that  the  president  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  states;  and  the  whole 
plan  of  the  secretary  of  war  appears  to  have  been 
drawn  up  with  a view  to  the  president’s  being  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  when  so  called 
forth.  And,  what  settles  this  question  beyond  all 
controversy,  the  17th  clause  of  the  secretary’s  pro- 
ject provides,  “that  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
be  authorised  to  call  forth,  and  assemble,  such  num- 
bers of  the  active  force  of  the  militia,  at  such 
places  within  their  respective  districts,  and  at  such 

times,  not  exceeding  twice,  nor days  in  the 

same  year,  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  and  during 
such  period,  including  the  time  when  going  to,  and 
returning  from,  the  place  of  rendezvous,  they 
shall  be  deemed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  subject  to  such  regulations  a3  the  president 
may  think  proper  to  adopt  for  their  instruction, 
discipline  and  improvement  in  military  know- 
ledge.” And  the  20th  clause  provides,  “that  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  or  any  portion  thereof, 
when  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of 
war  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States.” 

These  clauses  settle  the  question  that  they  are, 
when  called  forth  under  this  plan,  to  be  considered 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States;  for,  to 
subject  the  militia  of  the  several  states  to  such  re- 
gulations as  the  president  may  think  proper  to 
adopt,  without  submitting  those  regulations  to  con- 
gress lor  their  approval  or  rejection,  on  anyolher 
pretext  than  that  he  was  commander-in-chief,  would 
be  an  absurdity  which  we  will  not  stop  to  argue 
against.  And  to  subject  the  militiamen  of  the 
several  states  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war 
as  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  unless  the  mili- 
tiamen were  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  a fair  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
were  those  rules  and  articles  of  war  to  which  they 
were  to  be  subj  ct,  would  be  cruel  and  tyrannical. 

We  are,  therefore,  inevitably  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  this  scheme,  so  warmly  pressed  on  con- 
gress for  its  adoption,  is  contrary  to.  the  15th  clause 
of  the  Sill  section  and  1st  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Slates;  because,  it  provides  for  call- 
ing forth  the  mililia  ^ in  a time  of  profound  peace) 
when  there  is  no  pretext  that  they  are  called  forth 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insur- 
rections, or  repel  invasions.  But,  should  we  yield 
to  the  president  and  secretary  of  war  the  ground, 
that  the  militia,  under  their  plan,  are  only  to  be 
called  into  the  service  of  the  federal  government 
for  the  purpose  of  training,  that  is,  for  their  in- 
struction, discipline  and  improvement  in  military 
knowledge,  they  would  have  gained  nothing;  for 
here  they  are  met  by  the  very  words  of  the  consti- 
tion.  which,  for  the  wisest  purposes  reserves  to  the 
stales,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  oliicers, 
and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia. 

On  a dispassionate  examination  of  these  well- 
guarded  clauses  in  the  constitution,  a patriot  is 
almost  induced  to  believe  that  the  wise  men  who 
framed  it  were  gifted  with  the  power  of  looking 
into  futurity,  and  foreseeing  this  scheme  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  had  anxiously  guarded  against  it, 
ami  all  similar  pretences  for  wresting  the  militia 
from  the  states,  or  bringing  Hie  cilizen  militia  under 
martial  law,  unless  the  sacrifice  was  demanded  by 
stern  and  inexorable  necessity. 

Nor  can  we  agiee  that  congress  has  discharged 
the  obligation  imposed  on  them  to  provide  for  arm- 
ing the  militia  by  providing  that  Ilia  militia  shall 


arm  themselves.  The  whole  revenue  of  the  U. 
Stales,  amounting  to  many  millions  annually,  with 
the  immense  public  domain,  which  we  assume  is 
held  by  the  federal  government  for  the  use  of  the 
several  states,  have  been  surrendered  by  the  people 
and  the  respective  states  to  the  federal  government; 
and  with  those  means,  more  than  ample  for  the 
purpose,  with  a just  economy,  they  have  enjoined 
tlie  duty  of  providing  for  arming  the  militia;  yet  the 
secretary  of  war  throws  this  burden  from  ttie  shoul- 
ders of  the  federal  government  (which  is  so  well 
able  to  bear  it)  on  the  militiamen  themselves,  thou- 
sands of  whom  must  be  crushed  beneath  its  weight. 

The  undersigned  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
into  the  expediency  of  this  scheme,  and  on  this 
score  it  meets  with  their  most  decided  disapproba- 
tion, both  with  respect  to  its  operation  on  the  fede- 
ral government  and  the  people.  If  there  is  any  one 
subject  on  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
(until  very  lately)  were  agreed  unanimously  in 
opinion,  it  was  in  opposition  to  a standing  army; 
partly  owing  to  the  heavy  expense  which  it  unne- 
cessarily brought  upon  them,  (for  they  have  to  pay 
and  maintain  it),  but  more  particularly  on  account 
of  the  danger  they  apprehended  from  it  to  their 
liberty. 

The  history  of  the  downfall  of  every  ancient  re- 
public which  had  passed  into  a despotism,  taught 
them  that  the  creation  of  a standing  array  was  the 
means  which  ambitious  men  had  resorted  to  in  all 
ages  to  turn  the  government  of  the  many  into  the 
government  of  the  few,  or  a single  despot;  and  the 
usual  argument  of  the  ambitious,  that  the  army, 
being  taken  from  the  body  of  the  people  could 
never  be  used  against  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
however  specious  in  theory,  had  too  often  failed  in 
practice  to  risk  so  great  a stake  as  the  safety  of  this 
republic  on  its  universal  correctness.  In  our  own 
day,  we  have  seen  an  army  of  citizen  soldiers  place 
a republican  general  on  the  imperial  throne  of 
France,  and  we  should  take  warning  from  that  ex- 
ample. If  we  are  told  the  president  of  the  United 
States  has  thus  far  shown  no  military  talent  or  am- 
bition, this  is  our  answer:  when  Julius  Caesar  was 
pointed  out  by  one  of  tile  sages  of  Rome  to  a bro- 
ther senator,  as  a dangerous  man,  he  was  told  that 
Rome  had  nothing  to  fear  from  a man  who  was  so 
much  afraid  of  discomposing  the  economy  of  his 
hair,  that  he  scratched  his  head  with  one  finger. 
The  quaintness  of  the  remark  answered  in  the 
place  of  argument,  and,  the  watchful  eye  of  the 
public  guardians  being  averted,  the  liberties  of 
Rome  fell  before  the  military  talents  and  ambition 
of  this  supposd  Roinarr  dandy. 

But,  yielding  Ihe  fact  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  has  no  ambition  for  military  talent, 
have  we  any  guarantee  that  some  one  of  his  suc- 
cessors may  not  have?  And  there  is  no  provision, 
in  the  scheme  now  submitted  to  our  consideration, 
confining  its  operation  to  the  term  of  the  present 
incumbent.  If  he  does  not,  may  not  some  future 
president  turn  this  army,  nominally  raised  for  their 
instruction,  discipline  and  improvement  in  military 
knowledge,  into  an  engine  more  subservient  to  his 
ambition?  It  seems  to  us  that  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  adopt  this  scheme,  so  warmly  recommended  by 
the  president,  after  sufficient  security  has  been  given 
to  ttie  now  free  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
neither  the  present  or  any  future  president  is  possess 
ed  of  sufficient  military  talent  or  ambition  to  make 
it  dangerous  to  place  within  his  grasp  the  means  of 
obtaining  power  commensurate  with  his  will. 

We  should  be  recreant  to  the  cause  of  human  li- 
berty if  we  blindly  shut  our  eyes  to  passing  events. 
By  the  constitution  the  president  is  clothed  with 
powers  whicli  many  of  our  patriot  sages  of  the  re- 
volution thought  too  great  to  be  trusted  to  any  one 
man.  His  civil  powers  tie  hundreds  of  thousands 
to  him  as  partizans,  who  are  dependent  on  him  for 
office;  he  is  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States;  the  whole  treasure 
of  the  general  government  is,  in  fact,  wifhih  his 
keeping,  and  under  his  control;  and  how,  lor  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  and  of  the  respective 
states  voluntarily  to  give  him  the  supreme  com- 
mand of  an  army  of  200,000  armed  men,  would  be 
surrendering  the  strongest,  if  not  the  last  bulwark 
of  the  independence  of  the  several  states  and  free- 
dom of  the  people. 

We  are  aware  of  the  necessity  of  training  our 
militia,  but  the  authority  of  doing  this  is  reserved  to 
the  states,  respectively,  by  the  constitution;  and  we 
will  heartily  join  in  any  recommendation  or  legisla- 
tion which  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  induce  the 
several  states  to  perform  this  duty.  And,  while  we 
are  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  we  do  not  know 
any-stronger  authority  or  more  conclusive  argument 
than  is  to  be  found  in  the  report  made  by  William 
Henry  Harrison,  in  the  year  1817,  at  the  2d  session 
ol  the  14th  congress  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Ihe  militia,  when  the  subject  of  the  reorganiza- 


tion of  the  mililia  was  submitted  to  them:  from  which 
report  we  make  the  following  extract: 

“It  is  impossible  that  any  American  can  recur  to 
many  of  the  erents,  and  particularly  to  the  conclud- 
ing scenes  of  the  late  war,  without  feeling  that  ele- 
vation of  mind  which  a recollection  of  his  country’s 
glory  is  calculated  to  produce.  There  aie,  however, 
others,  and  not  a few,  that  are  eminently  calculated 
to  show  that  an  immense  sacrifice  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure can  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  want  of  disci- 
pline in  the  militia.  The  glorious  result  of  uncom- 
mon valor,  or  of  valor  united  with  the  advantage  of 
a position  suited  to  their  peculiar  character.  The 
greater  part  of  the  American  mililia,  accustomed 
from  their  early  youth  to  the  use  of  fire  arms,  are, 
doubtless,  more  formidable  than  any  other  troops  in 
Ihe  world  in  the  defence  of  a line  or  rampart.  Vic- 
tories in  the  field  are  gained  by  other  qualities:  by 
those  disciplined  evolutions  which  give  harmony 
and  concert  to  numerous  bodies  of  men,  and  enable 
whole  armies  to  move  with  the  activity  and  address 
of  single  combatants.  Let  our  militia  be  instruct- 
ed, and  America  would  be  equal  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  united,  in  a contest.  The  improvements 
which  have  been  made  in  the  art  of  war,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  F rench  revolution,  gave  grea- 
ter advantages  to  invading  and  disciplined  armies, 
acting  against  those  of  a contrary  character,  than 
they  possessed  before.  This  arises  from  their  in- 
creased activity,  produced  by  the  great  multiplica- 
tion of  their  light  troops,  the  celerity  of  movement 
given  to  the  artillery,  and,  above  all,  to  the  improve- 
ments in  the  staff,  placing  the  subsistence  of  large 
armies  upon  a footing  of  security  beyond  what  was 
formerly  supposed  to  be  possible.  An  improvement 
in  tactics,  which  gives  advantages  to  the  professed 
soldier  who  fights  for  conquest,  over  the  citizen  w ho 
bears  arms  only  in  defence  of  his  country,  is,  per- 
haps, to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative  is  left  lo 
the  latter  but  to  perfect  himself  in  the  same  arts  and 
discipline.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  instance 
on  record,  of  a republic,  whose  citizens  had  been 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  having  been  conquered 
by  a nation  possessing  a different  form  of  govern- 
ment. Small  republics  have  been  overthrown  by 
those  which  were  more  powerful,  as  Sagnntn-m,  de- 
stroyed by  Carthage,  and  Numantia  by  Rome.  Rut 
it  has  been  observed  of  those  governments  that 
‘their  walls  and  towers  became  their  funeral  piles, 
leaving  nothing  to  their  conquerors  but  their  ashes.’ 

“The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  any  aspect, 
however  pacific  it  may  be,  which  the  governments 
of  Europe  may  for  the  present  have  assumed  towards 
this  country,  should  be  used  as  an  argument  to  pro- 
crastinate, even  for  a day,  any  measure  calculated 
to  render  their  future  hostility  abortive.  It  cannot 
be  believed  that  any  real  friendship  can  exist  in  the 
breasts  of  the  sovereigns  of  that  continent,  fora  go- 
vernment w'hich  has  been  founded  upon  princi- 
ples so  opposite  to  theirs,  and  w hich,  by  the  happi- 
ness it  diffuses,  affords  an  eternal  satire  and  reproach 
upon  their  conduct.  Whatever  security  there  may 
be  derived  from  their  policy,  none  can  certainly  be 
expected  from  their  forbearance,  whenever,  from  a 
change  of  circumstances,  they  may  think  it  pioper 
to  change  their  policy.  The  liberties  of  America 
must  then  be  preserved,  as  they  were  won,  by  the 
arms,  the  discipline,  and  the  valor  of  her  free-born 
sons.  But  the  defence  of  our  country  against  a fo- 
reign enemy  does  not  constitute  the  only,  perhaps 
not  the  chief  motive  of  military  improvements,  to 
the  extent  contemplated  by  Ihe  proposition  we  are 
considering.  The  safety  of  a republic  depends  as 
much  upon  the  equality  in  the  use  of  arms  among 
its  citizens  as  upon  the  equality  of  rights.  Nothing 
can  be  more  dangerous  in  such  a government  than 
to  have  a knowledge  of  the  military  art  confined  to 
a part  of  the  people;  for  sooner  or  later  that  part  will 
govern 

And,  again:  in  general  Harrison’s  report,  made  in 
the  year  1819,  at  the  2d  session  of  the  15th  con- 
gress, as  chairman  of  the  same  committee,  he  says: 

“The  great  difficulty  to  be  encountered  is.  the 
application  of  a system  of  discipline  or  military  in- 
struction to  a great  population,  scattered  over  an 
immense  territory. 

“The  accomplishment  of  this  object  at  once  is 
evidently  not  within  the  power  of  the  government. 
To  instruct  the  present  militia  of  the  country,  to 
any  useful  extent,  would  require  a larger  portion  of 
their  time  than  they  can  possibly  spare  from  the 
duty  of  providing  for  their. families,  unless  they  are 
liberally  paid:  to  pay  them  would  absorb  all  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation.  The  alternative  appears  lo 
be,  (o  direct  the  efforts  of  the  government  (o  instruct 
such  a-portion  of  the  militia  as  their  means  will  al- 
low, and  whicli  would  produce  the  most  beneficial 
result  upon  Ihe  whole  mass;  leaving  to  (lie  effects  of 
another  system  the  gradual  introduction  of  those  mi- 
litary acquirements  which,  in  a republican  govern- 
ment, is  so  essential  lor  every  cilizen  to  possess.” 
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These  opinions  emanating  Irom  a man  who  is  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  as  any  other  now  alive,  we  look  upon  as  en- 
titled to  great  weight,  and  should  receive  the  deep- 
est consideration  from  those  to  whom,  by  the  con- 
stitution, the  authority  of  training  the  militia  is  re- 
served. 

The  undersigned  believe  the  expense  to  the  fede- 
ral government  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  would,  of  itself,  be  an  insuperable  objec- 
tion to  carrying  it  into  execution,  as  they  entertain 
the  opinion  that,  when  carried  into  practice,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  sum  of  $1,332,093,  the  sura  which 
the  secretary  of  war  calculates  it  will  not  exceed 
yearly,  if  the  maximum  number  of  days  for  drill  be 
adopted  by  congress,  will  not  defray  more  than  one- 
half  the  expenses  which  will  ultimately  fall  on  the 
government. 

If  these  militiamen  are  only  paid  eight  dollars  a 
month  each  for  one  month  in  service,  100,000  men 
will  cost  #800,000;  the  pay  of  the  officers,  with 
their  extra  rations,  forage,  &c.  and  pay  tor  their 
servants  and  horses,  will  cover  the  balance  of 
#532,093;  the  rations,  camp  equipage,  pay  for  the 
men  going  to  and  returning  from  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, with  the  other  incidental  expenses  which 
all  men,  practically  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
the  expenses  of  an  army,  known  to  be  great  and 
ever  increasing,  will  more  than  double  the  amount 
estimated  by  the  secretary  of  war;  and  when  to  this 
we  add  the  expenses  of  courts  martial,  for  the  assess- 
ment of  friends  and  the  inflictions  of  punishment  on 
t lie  large  number  of  men  who  will  fail  to  attend  these 
callings  forth  of  the  militia,  we  venture  the  opinion, 
with  confidence,  that,  if  this  system  is  once  per- 
manently fixed  upon  the  country,  it  will  soon  equal, 
if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  sum  of  three  millions  of 
dollars.  • 

This  is  the  cost  to  the  government  alone;  let  us 
now  look  to  the  expenses  and  inconvenience  to  the 
people  themselves,  which  is  certainly  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  their  representatives. 

The  secretary  of  war  computes  the  number  of  the 
militia  at  one  million  five  hundred  thousand,  be- 
tween the  age  of  twenty  and  under  that  of  forty-five 
years,  who  are  to  be  enrolled,  ike.  and  every  citizen 
so  enrolled,  &c.  “shall,  within  three  months  there- 
after, provide  himself  with  a good  musket — bore  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  receive  a lead  ball  of  eighteen 
in  the  pound;  a sufficient  bayonet  and  belt,  two 
spare  flints,  a knapsack,  cartridge  box — to  contain 
at  least  twenty-four  cartridges*  suited  to  the  bore 
of  his  musket;  and  each  cartridge  to  contain  a ball 
and  three  buck  shot,  and  a sufficient  quantity  of 
powder;  or  with  a good  rifle,  knapsack,  shot  pouch, 
and  powder  horn  or  flask,  with  sufficient  powder 
and  ball  for  twenty-four  charges,  and  two  spare 
flints;  and  that  he  shall  appear  so  armed,  equipped, 
and  provided,  when  called  out  for  exercise,  or  into 
service. 

We  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  prices  at 
which  these  materials  with  which  the  whole  of  the 
militiamen  in  the  United  Statpsare  required  to  fur- 
nish themselves,  could  obtain  by  them  so  as  to  show 
the  precise  expense  to  each;  and  knowing  that,  on 
the  1 1th  of  .February,  1839,  a resolution  had  passed 
the  house  of  representatives,  calling  on  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  for  information  “concerning  the  prices  at 
which  muskets,  rifles  and  pistols,  might  be  made 
and  delivered  to  the  United  Slates,  at  private  anno 
ries,  if  the  same  be  located  in  any  good  and  con- 
venient position  in  the  southern,  southwestern  and 
western  sections  of  the  union,”  &c.  we  naturally 
expected  this  information,  so  necessary  to  be  before 
the  committee  before  they  could  act  informedly  on 
this  subject,  would  be  found  in  the  answer  of  the 
secretary  of  war.  But  it  is  not,  and  we  make  his 
letter,  dated  May  20,  1840,  a part  ol  the  appendix 
to  this  report. 

Without  making  any  allowance  for  the  increase 
of  price  which  the  sudden  demand  for  upwards  of 
one  million  of  muskets,  and  the  other  paraphernalia 
required  would,  of  course,  cause,  from  the  compe- 
tition of  men  who  were  compelled  to  supply  them- 
selves with  the  articles,  under  the  severest  penalties, 
we  do  not  believe  that,  at  this  time,  a good  musket, 
a sufficient  bayonet  and  belt,  two  spare  flints,  a 
knapsack,  cartridge  box,  with  twenty-four  car- 
tridges, with  or  without  ball  and  buckshot,  could 
be  purchased  for  less  than  #20;  and  that  it  would 
take  the  same  sum  to  purchase  a good  rifle,  knap- 
sack, shot  pouch,  and  powder  horn  or  flask,  with 
sufficient  powdeivrnd  ball  for  twenty-four  charges, 
and  two  spare  flints,  Without  including  bullet  moulds 
and  wiper,  which  every  riflemen  knows  to  be  a ne- 
cessary accompaniment  of  a rifle.  To  purchase 
these  one  million  and  a half  of  muskets,  Sec.  at 
twenty  dollars  each,  would  cost  the  people  of  the. 
United  States  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Are  they 
prepared,  at  this  time  of  pecuniary  distress,  to  ad- 
vance this  sum  of  thirty  millions  uf  dollars  out  of 


their  private  pockets?  We  think  not.  We  know 
they  are  not.  In  addition  to  this,  we  ask  every  mem- 
ber of  congress  to  reflect  and  say,  how  many  mus- 
kets are  there  for  sale  in  his  district?  In  nine-tenths 
of  them  there  is  not  one.  How  far  must  each  one 
of  his  constituents,  over  the  age  of  twenty,  and 
under  forty-five,  travel,  at  his  own  expense,  before 
he  can  find  a musket,  bayonet,  cartridge  box,  ike. 
to  purchase?  Each  member  can  answer  this  ques- 
tion for  himself.  Unfortunately,  this  part  of  the 
burden  falls  heaviest  on  the  counties  remote  from  the 
large  cities,  being  those  counties  and  portions  of 
country  which  are  the  least  able  to  bear  the  expense 
and  loss  of  time. 

Select  the  most  central  position  in  each  state  for 
the  place  of  rendezvous  of  this  army,  and  how  far 
will  each  of  the  militiamen  from  the  remote  coun- 
ties have  to  travel,  at  his  own  expense,  to  reach  it? 
Many  of  them,  in  the  larger  states,  must  travel  from 
two  to  three  hundred  miles,  be  trained  there  from 
ten  to  thirty  days,  and  return  home.  Though  hav- 
ing received  his  pay,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a 
month,  and  a day’s  pay  for  each  twenty- five  miles 
he  travelled  in  going  and  returning,  he  will  proba- 
bly receive  money  enough  to  pay  his  expenses  home, 
if  it  is  paid  to  him  before  he  is  discharged  at  the 
rendezvous. 

But  we  earnestly  ask  each  member,  before  he 
votes  for  this  measure,  to  transport  himself  in  ima- 
gination back  to  his  own  constituents,  and  in  each 
neighborhood,  and  each  county;  and  ask  himself 
how  many  men  in  each  militia  company  are  there 
who  cannot  raise  his  twenty  dollars  to  buy  the  mus- 
ket and  trappings,  without  taking  into  the  estimate 
the  other  necessary  expenses.  We  believe  we  are 
under  the  true  number  when  we  say  that  (out  of 
the  cities)  in  each  militia  company  of  eighty  men, 
there  are  twenty  who  cannot  raise  this  sum  without 
selling  some  article  of  ptoperty  necessary  to  the 
support  of  themselves  and  families,  and  putting 
themselves  to  such  inconvenience  that  they  will 
abide  the  risk  of  the  worst  punishment,  threatened 
in  the  secretary  of  war’s  project  of  a law,  before 
they  will  submit  to  the  sacrifice;  and  that,  of  this 
twenty,  there  are  ten  who  cannot  raise  twenty  dol- 
lars, within  the  time  prescribed,  at  any  sacrifice, 
however  willing  they  might  be  to  part  with  their 
all,  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  their  country,  un- 
just and  cruel  as  they  might  think  the  requisition. 
What  must  be  done  with  these  ten  or  twenty  men 
out  of  every  eighty  in  the  country!  By  this  pro- 
position, “they  must  be  fined,  and  forfeit  a sum  not 
exceeding  three  months’  pay,  nor  less  than  half  a 
months’  pay,  according  to  the  circumstances  ol  the 
case,  as  a court  martial  may  determine.” 

But  the  same  inability  to  r aise  the  money,  which 
prevented  his  purchasing  a musket  and  trappings, 
will  deprive  trim  of  the  power  to  pay  this  fine 
and  costs  assessed  by  a court  martial.  What  pro- 
vision is  made  for  ttiis  contingency?  “Such  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  shall  be  liable  to 
be  imprisoned,  by  tire  sentence  of  a court  martial, 
on  failure  of  the  payment  of  fines  adjudged  against 
them,  for  one  calendar  month  for  every  five  dollars 
of  each  fine.” 

According  to  this  proposition,  there  will  be  one- 
eighth  or  one-fourth  as  many  prisoners  confined  in 
jail  as  there  will  be  militiamen  instructed,  disci- 
plined, and  improved  in  military  knowledge.  But 
another  matter  of  grave  import  is,  who  is  to  pay 
the  costs  of  the  courts  martial  who  are  to  assess 
these  fines,  and  decide  on  the  term  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  such  of  the  militiamen  as  may  fail  to  walk 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  to  attend  the  militia 
trainings,  or  be  unable  to  purchase  a musket  or 
trappings  to  carry  with  him?  If  the  federal  govern- 
ment is  to  pay  them,  another  million  annually  should 
be  added  to  the  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of 
the  cost  of  this  scheme.  Who  is  to  pay  the  costs  of 
the  marshals  and  deputy  marshals  who  are  to  bo 
sent  out  in  the  several  states  to  collect  these  fines 
thus  assessed  by  the  courls  martial?  The  answer 
to  this  inquiry  is  found  in  the  following  extract 
from  the  29lh  section: 

“That  the  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  having  received 
the  said  certificate,  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  levy 
the  said  fines,  with  cost,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent;  which  costs,  and 
the  manner  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  the  sale 
of  the  goods  distrained,  shall  be  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  as  in 
other  cases  of  distress;  and  when  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  private  shall  be  adjudged  to  stiller 
imprisonment,  there  being  no  goods  or  chattels  to 
be  found  wbereon  to  levy  said  fines,  the  marshal  ol 
the  district,  or  his  deputy,  shall  commit  such  delin- 
quent to  jail,  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  be 
so  adjudged  to  imprisonment,  or  until  the  fine  shall 
be  paid,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons  con- 
demned to  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States  may  be  committed.” 


From  this  quotation,  it  appears  the  delinquent 
militiamen  are  to  pay  ilie  costs.  Taking  the  lowest 
possible  estimate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for 
the  costs  of  judgment  and  issuing  the  execution,  let 
us  see  what  will  be  the  costs  on  a judgment  origi- 
nally for  twenty  dollars.  When  the  delinquent  mili- 
tiaman lives  two  hundred  miles  from  the  place  of 
the  court  sitting,  the  marshal’s  fees  are  fixed  bylaw 
for  every  mile  he  travels  at  5 cents  in  going  to  levy 
the  execution;  this  would  make  his  fees,  for  travel- 
ling alone,  #10  for  travelling  200  miles;  which 


would  made  the  account  stand  thus: 

The  original  judgment  #20  00 

Cost  of  judgment  and  execution  2 50 

Marshal’s  fees  for  travelling  200  miles,  at  5 

cents  per  mile  10  00 

For  serving  process  of  execution  2 00 


Total,  34  00 


Without  adding  any  thing  for  keeping  the  property 
in  his  possession,  or  taking  bond  lor  its  forthcom- 
ing, and  for  selling  the  property,  where  sufficient 
can  be  found  whereon  to  levy  the  said  fees,  and  the 
fees  for  putting  the  delinquent  in  prison,  and  the 
jail  fees  “when,  there  being  no  goods  and  chattels 
to  be  found  whereon  to  levy  said' fines,  the  marshal 
of  the  district,  or  his  deputy,  shall  commit  such  de- 
linquent to  jail  during  the  time  for  which  he  shall 
be  so  adjudged  to  imprisonment,  or  until  the  fine 
shall  be  paid,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons 
condemned  to  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  suit  of 
the  United  States  may  be  committed.” 

II  we  estimate  the  number  of  delinquents  at  one 
in  every  militia  company  who  will  not  be  able  to 
pay  their  lines,  &c.  otherwise  than  by  being  impri- 
soned by  the  sentence  of  a court  martial  for  one 
calendar  month  for  every  five  dollars  of  such  fine, 
the  number  of  prisoners,  and  the  length  of  time  they 
must  endure  their  confinement,  presents  an  amount 
of  human  misery  which,  neither  as  legislators  nor 
as  men,  we  can  look  upon  without  a rigid  inquiry 
whether  the  end  to  be  obtained  justifies  the  means. 
That  end  is  a reorganization  of  the  militia:  this  we 
acknowledge  to  be  useful — to  some  extent  neces- 
sary; but  we  do  not  concur  with  the  secretary  of 
war  in  the  extent  of  that  necessity.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve “that  our  soil  might  be  polluted  by  the  foot  of 
the  invader,  our  cities  taken  and  sacked,  and  our 
lorts  occupied,  before  our  armed  citizens  could  be 
taught  the  elements  of  tactics  or  the  simple  use  of 
the  firelock.”  Association  with  our  citizens  has 
taught  us  that  a large  majority  of  our  yeomen  are 
already  acquainted  with  the  use  ol  the  firelock;  and 
the  evidences  our  militia  gave  at  Bunker’s  Hill  and 
King’s  Mountain,  during  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
and  at  Fort  McHenry  and  Fort  Meigs,  at  Stoning, 
ton  and  Sandusky,  at  New  Orleans  and  the  river 
Thames,  during  the  last  war,  induces  us  to  believe 
that,  “without  more  discipline,  subordination,  or 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  arms  than  the  militia  of 
those  times  possessed,  and  ours  now  have,  they 
would  not  rather  prove  a burden  than  an  assistance 
to  the  army,”  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try; and  if  the  disaster  atDetioit,  and  the  retreat  of 
our  army  from,  and  the  surrender  of,  the  city  of 
Washington,  be  quoted  as  evidences  to  the  contra- 
ry— we  believe  they  may  both  be  traced  to  some 
other  cause  than  want  of  training  in  the  army  which 
general  Hull  treacherously  surrendered,  or  want  of 
conduct  in  the  troops,  undisciplined  as  they  were, 
which  dispersed  at  Washington  for  the  want  of  a 
commander  to  lead  them  against  the  advancin"- 
enemy. 

We  have  said  that  we  thought  the  reorganization 
ol  the  militia  useful,  and  to  some  extent  necessary. 
We  also  think  the  training  of  the  militia  by  the  se- 
veral states  necessary;  and  we  think  it  also  neces- 
sary that  congress  should  prescribe  the  discipline 
according  to  which  the  states  are  to  train  the  mili- 
tia. This  latter  duty  congress  has,  from  time  to 
lime,  attended  to,  and  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
that  duty  now,  we  ask  leave  to  report  a bill  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  among  the  states,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  their  militia,  the  necessary 
number  of  Scott’s  infantry  tactics,  which  was  pre- 
pared bv  him  under  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, passed  the  Sth  of  April,  1834,  and  te- 
ported  to  the  secretary  of  war  (Lewis  Cass),  and 
approved  ol  by  Andrew  Jackson,  then  president  of 
the  United  States,  as  appears  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  secretary  of  war  of  the  Sth  of  April,  1S35. 
And  in  relation  to  the  re|>ort  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  his  letter  transmitting  a system  of  reor- 
ganization of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  militia,  wo  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  majority  in  asking  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject.  PHILIP  TRIPLETT 

WM.  B.  CARTER, 

P.  G.  GOODE, 

J.  RIDGWAY. 
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Antarctic  ocean.  The  fast  sailing  schooner  Eliza 
Scott,  on  a private  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  Antarctic 
ocean,  sailed  from  London  on  the  8th  of  July. 

Auctioneers.  A London  paper  says: — In  the  court 
of  qtieen’s  bench,  last  week,  an  action  was  tried,  “Rainy 
vs.  Vernon,”  in  which  the  question  involved  was, 
whether  an  auctioneer  who  has  been  once  engaged 
to  sell  a property  is  entitled  to  his  commission  when 
the  vendor  succeeds  in  selling  his  property  before  the 
day  appointed  for  the  auction,  and  before  the  auc- 
tioneer has  done  any  thing.  The  virdict  was  for  the 
plaintiff,  thereby  deciding  the  question  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Bath,  Me.  Population — 2,429  males — 2,511  females 
—69  colored  persons — total  5,009,  being  an  increase  of 
500  since  1837. 

“Boanerges.”  Amid  the  thunder  and  lightning,  that 
lighted  up  the  whole  canopy  on  Thursday  night,  a lady 
on  board  the  Cleopatra,  captain  Duston,  from  Hartford, 
was  safely  put  to  bed  with  a son,  the  “red  artillery  of 
Heaven”  then  flashing  in  every  direction,  and  the 
scene  awfully  sublime.  Captain  Dusten  was  called  for 
a name.  He  gave  it  one  most  appropriate  for  the  oc- 
casion— -“Boanerges,”  the  son  of  Thunder. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

Bank  of  France.  It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the 
transactions  of  this  institution  for  1839,  that  the  ave- 
rage of  specie  exceeded  that  of  the  circulation  14,000,000 
of  francs,  and  that  a dividend  was  nevertheless  made 
to  the  proprietors  of  14  per  cent,  for  that  year. 

Boz’s  madness.  The  report  of  Boz’s  madness  origi- 
nated, it  .appears,  in  a pun.  Dickens  hasapetraven 
to  which  lie  pays  much  attention.  A friend,  who  had 
been  visiting  him  while  thus  engaged,  afterwards  in- 
formed a mutual  acquaintance  that  Boz  was  raven 
mad.  The  mutual  friend  understood  it  raving  mad,  and 
started  off  to  communicate  the  lamentable  intelligence 
to  all  his  acquaintances.  The  report  soon  became  ge- 
neral. 

Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  The  whole  number  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Canandaigua  is  5,653.  Of  this  number  there 
are  12  revolutionary  pensioners. 


plosion  of  a meteor — which  by  the  wav  there  is  no  no- 
tice of  any  one  having  been  seen  at  the  time.  That 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  occurred  in 
broad  day  light.  Yet  the  two  largest  meteors  we  have 
ever  seen  were  both  of  them  in  broad  day. 

Flour.  Some  of  the  previous  orders  for  flour  from 
England  it  is  said  have  been  countermanded  by  the 
late  arrivals — prices  have  declined  a trifle  in  conse- 
quence. 

The  Israelites  of  the  city  of  New  York  were  to  hold 
a meeting  on  the  19th  in  reference  to  the  persecution  of 
the  Jews  in  Damascus.  A large  meeting  of  merchants 
and  bankers  was  recently  held  in  London  on  the  same 
subject. 

Light  of  lightning.  A late  Paris  paper  says  that 
a very  bumble  individual  has  found  means  of  fixing 
the  electric  spark  for  public  lightning,  and  that  he  can 
produce  a permanent  flame  of  30  inches  in  diameter, 
which  would  light  a great  part  of  Paris.  The  only  dan- 
ger attending  it  is  said  to  be  in  the  apparatus  of  supply, 
which  must  be  isolated,  and  it  is  strongly  charged  that 
a person  touching  it  wuuld  be  struck  dead  immediately. 

Meteors.  Accounts  from  New  Haven  mention  the 
recurrence  of  the  annual  phenomena  as  true  to  the 
night  of  the  9th  instant. 

Three  observers  saw,  between  10  P.  M.  of  the  9th 
and  2 A.  M.  of  the  10th,  threee  hundred  and  nine  shoot- 
ing stars. 

During  the  most  of  this  time,  the  moon  (four  days 
before  the  full)  seriously  interfered  with  the  observa- 
tions, and  by  her  light  rendered  invisible  as  many  half 
of  the  meteors  which  might  have  been  seen  in  her 
absence.  The  moon  set  at  2 A.  M.  Between  this 
time  and  half  past  3 A.  M.  when  day  light  was  fast 
gaining,  four  observers  saw  five  hundred  and  nine  shoot- 
ing stars. 

Several  other  meteors  were  casually  seen  before  10 
and  after  3|,  which,  of  course,  are  not  included  above. 
If  the  moon  had  been  absent,  it  is  reasonable  to  con- 
clude, that  with  a proper  number  of  observers,  at 
least  1,500  meteors  would  have  been  seen  during  the 
night. 

Many  of  the  meteors  observed  as  above,  were  equal 
in  splendor  to  the  planet  Jupiter,  and  very  many  were 
as  brilliant  as  stars  of  the  first  magnitude. 


It  is  intended  for  the  erection  of  Trinity  church,  Broad- 
way. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  shares  in  N.  York  66^  a 67 — in 
Philadelphia  68|. 

The  price  of  American  stocks  in  London  will  be 
found  under  the  foreign  head-first  page  of  this  num- 
ber. 

The  comptroller  of  the  state  of  New  York,  has 
given  notice  that  on  the  25th  instant  he  will  cause  to 
be  sold  at  the  Merchants’  Exchange,  in  New  York 
the  following  state  stocks,  pledged  for  the  redempuon 
of  notes  in  circulation  by  banks  created  under  the  act 
toauthorise  the  busines of  banking,  viz:  O.t  account 
of  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Seneca  co.  $16,000,  Indiana  5 
per  cents,  $20,000,  Alabama  5 per  cents,  and  $3,000 
Michigan  5 percents.  And  on  account  of  the  Mil- 
lers’ bank  at  Clyde,  $40,000  Michigan  G per  cents, 
$13,000  Illinois  6 per  cents,  and  $5,000  Arkansas  6 per 
cents. 

Telescope.  A self-taught  artist  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Holcomb,  is  said  to  be  constructing  a telescope  for 
Girard  college  which  will  surpass  in  size  the  celebrated 
telescope  of  Herschell. 

City  of  Troyl  The  assistant  marshal  has  com- 
pleted the  census  of  the  city  of  Troy,  and  states  the 
number  of  inhabitants  at  19,373.  In  1835  there  were 
16,959,  and  in  1830,  11,587  inhabitants.  Gain  in  ten 
years,  7,786;  in  five  years,  2,414.  It  maintains  its  po- 
sition, as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  prosperous 
cities  in  the  staters  it  certainly  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  salubrious.  [iV.  Y.  Amer. 

Tobacco.  A correspondent  of  the  Boston  Trans- 
cript, writing  from  Seville,  gives  some  account  of  the 
“royal  tobacco  factory”  at  that  city.  It  is  an  immense 
establishment  where  cigars  are  made,  and  so  vast  is 
the  building  where  the  manufacture  is  carried  on,  that 
as  many  as  nine  thousand  women  and  one  thousand 
men  have  found  employment  in  it.  In  Spain  as  in 
some  other  European  kingdoms,  tobacco  is  a royal 
monopoly,  and  no  man  can  sell  a pound,  without  a 
special  permit  from  the  government,  nor  purchase  it 
except  from  the  "government  agents. 

Richmond,  Aug.  18.  Receipts  not  heavy— former 
prices  fully  sustained. 


Henry  Clay.  The  Lexington  correspondent  of  the 
Evening  Star  says:  “I  saw  Mr.  Clay  this  morning. — 
He  looks  exceedingly  well.  Fie  leaves  to-morrow 
morning  for  the  great  Nashville  convention.  There  is 
no  end  to  the  number  of  letters  he  has  received  urging 
him  to  go  there.  He  told  me  he  had  one  the  other  day, 
signed  by  350  ladies  of  Nashville.  That,  of  course, 
could  not  be  withstood.  Mr.  Crittenden  has  arrived  at 
Frankfort,  and  will  go  on  to  Nashville.” 

Cotton.  The  intelligence  from  Europe  by  the 
steamers  this  week  has  not  effected  the  cotton  market. 

Liverpool , August  1.  Our  market  continues  very 
steady.  The  business  to-day  amounts  to  4,000  bales, 
all  United  Stales  except  200  Brazil  Sia9gd.;  50  Egyp- 
tian 10|;  and  100  Surat  4a4g.  400  on  speculation  and 
for. export.  Prices  very  firm. 

August  3.  There  has  been  a fair  demand  for  cotton 
to-day.  The  sales  are  4,500  bags,  including  500  on 
speculation.  Market  steady. 

August  4.  A fair  demand  at  steady  prices — 4,000 
bales  changed  hands. 

Crops.  The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  5th  Inst,  states 
that  the  growing  crofte  of  cotton  and  tobacco  in  that 
region,  look  well,  and  promise  fairly,  though  some  ap- 
prehension is  felt  that  cotton  will  mature  later  than 
usual,  and  thus,  perhaps,  suffer  by  frost,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains  this  summer. 

The  same  paper  states  that  the  co'ton  crop  of  Loui- 
siana and  south  Alabama  will  bo  heavy,  this  fall.  Plan- 
ters on  Red  river  will  realize  an  increase  of  20  or  25 
per  cent,  over  last  year’s  yield. 

Coal  trade.  The  amount  transported  on  the  Mount 
Carbon  rail  road  for  the  season,  is  33.866  tons;  Schuyl- 
kill valley,  23,102;  Mill  Creek,  21,229;  Mine  Hill  and 
Schvulkill  Haven,  87,542;  Delaware  and  Hudson. 
43,470. 

Deaths.  The  number  reported  last  week  in  New 
York  182,  of  which  107  were. under  two  years;  in  Phi- 
ladelphia 97,  of  which  G3  were  children. 

Earthquake.  The  Hartford  Courant  of  the  9th  ins*t. 
says,  that  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  about  four  o’clock. 
It  was  accompanied  hv  a low  rumbling  noise,  and  a 
report  like  a heavy  clap  of  thunder,  and  its  duration 
was  from  fifteen  to  twenty  seconds.  Buildings  were 
very  much  shaken,  and  considerable  alarm  excited. — 
In  one  or  two  of  the  churches,  a part  of  the  congrega- 
tion rushed  into  the  street. 

The  shock  extended  about  50  miles  from  east  to 
west,  and  about  SO  miles  from  north  to  south — was  se- 
verest in  the  counties  of  Hartford,  Middlesex,  Litch- 
field, Windham,  ’Poland  and  New  London,  and  was 
distinctly  felt  by  persons  on  board  of  vessels  in  the 
river,  but  appears  not  to  have  heen^  noticed  out  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  northern  part  of  Massachusetts.  The 
noise,  appeared  to  proceed  from  east  to  west,  or  from 
north  east  to  south  west,  and  resembled  the  roll  ol 
thunder,  rumbling  of  a carriage,  or  roar  of  a chimney 
i i fir-.  The.  atmosphere  was  at  the  time  uticommou- 
lv  serene  and  mild.  The  question  has  been  started  at 
Harif'rd  whether  it  was  a real  earthquake  or  the  ex- 


Middletown,  Ct.  Number  of  inhabitants  in  town, 
in  1830,  6,892;  in  1840,7.177 — increase  235;  in  tile  city, 
in  1830,  2,955;  in  1840,  3,506 — increase  541. 

Oil.  During  the  month  of  July  last,  21  shps,  1 
barque  and  5 brigs,  engaged  in  the  whale  trade,  arriv- 
ed at  the  various  ports  in  the  United  States,  bringing 
14,800  barrels  sperm  oil,  and  31,070  barrels  whale  oil. 
The  ship  Ganges,  Wood,  of  Fall  river,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  at  Taleahuanna,  April  3,  1840,  reported  with 
about  200  barrels  oil. 

Portland.  The  population  of  is  15,218.  Gain  in 
ten  years,  2,678.  The  white  females  exceed  the  white 
males  1,230.  Colored  population  402. 

A Rattlesnake  was  killed  near  Pikesville  a few 
days  since,  measuring  four  feet  nine  inches,  with  seven 
rattles,  the  skin  of  which  may  be  seen  at  the  museum 
of  the  ladies  seminary  instituted  there  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harvie.  This  is  the  fourth  lulled  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood this  season.  [Ra.lt.  Amer. 

Rye.  The  Americans  were  under  obligations  last 
year  to  Odessa  and  other  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  for 
considerable  supplies  of  rye.  Our  shippers  are  now  re- 
turning the  favor.  The  New  York  papers  state  that 
considerable  purchases  have  been  made  of  rye  in  that 
market  for  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Sea. 

Slavers  sentenced.  Albert  Sieeter  and  Isaac  Mor- 
ris, convicted  in  the  U.  S.  circuit  court  N.  Y.  of  serv- 
ing on  board  of  a vessel  in  the  slave  trade,  have  been 
sentenced  to  two  years  imprisonment,  and  $2,000  fine 
each. 

Steamers.  The  Great  V/estern  left  New  York  on 
the  13th  at  3 P.  M.  with  70  passengers,  a full  freight 
ar.d  letters.  The  passage  money  amounted  to  $8,000, 
freight  to  $1,300,  and  postage  to  $2,000. 

The  Acadia  is  to  leave  Boston  for  Liverpool  on  the 
1st  September.  The  President  is  to  leave  New  York 
on  the  same  day. 

The  Acadia  was  only  nine  days  between  land  and 
land.  She  brought  1,200  letters.  Her  dimensions  are 
— length  of  keel,  233 !2  feet.  Length  between  perpendi- 
culars, 202  feet.  Breadth  amidships,  30  feet.  Ex- 
treme breadth  31  feet.  Depth  of  hold,  22  feet.  Ton- 
nage, 1,136  tons.  Engines,  440  horse  power. 

The  steam  ship  President  brought  out  1,300  packages 
of  British  goods,  the  freight  on  which  was  two  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

Steam  fire  engine.  A gold  medal  has  been  award- 
ed by  the  Mechanic’s  Institute,  New  York,  to  the  in- 
ventor of  a steam  fire  engine;  and  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce slates  that  the  Fire  Insurance  companies  have 
ordered  one  to  be  made  at  a cost  of  five  or  six  thousa  nd 
dollars.  The  plan  is  to  keep  a permanent  stove  in  the 
engine  house,  the  steam  always  up,  and  a couple  of 
horses  harnessed  to  drag  the  engine  to  the  fire.  It  is 
expected  to  be  very  efficient. 

Building  hy  steam.  A machine  has  been  invented 
and  is  about  to  he  put  into  operation  in  New  York, 
-.ailed  the  Central  Crane  Ilaisler.  A mast  being  plac- 
ed in  the  centre  of  the  site  of  an  edifice,  a steam  engine 
ts  set  to  work  at  its  foot,  and  by  its  agency,  all  kinds  of 
materials  are  conveyed  to  various  parts  of  the  building. 


Utica,  N.  Y.  The  following 
habitants  in  the  several  wards: 
1st  ward, 

2d  “ ... 

3d  “ . - . 

4th  “ ... 


are  the  number  of  in- 

1,700 

2,354 

3,044 

4,976 


Whole  population,  12,674 

In  1835,  the  papulation  of  this  city  was  10,019;  in- 
crease in  five  years,  2,555. 

Whaling  voyage.  The  ship  Hector  arrived  at 
New  Bedford,  from  the  Pacific,  a few  days  since,  with 
a cargo  of  twenty-seven  hundred  barrels  of  oil — hay- 
ing been  out  only  twenty-six  months!  The  cargo  is 
worth  about  eighty  thousand  dollars! 

Wheat.  At  Richmond — a fair  supply — prices  from 
$1  05  to  $1  10. 

London  corn  exchange , Aug.  3.  The  arrivals  of  the 
last  week  are  considerable  of  wheat  but  small  of  other 
grain.  The  fresh  supply  of  wheat  is  good,  but  of 
other  corn  short.  The  speculators  for  a lower  duty 
purchase  the  runs  of  fine  wheat  at  last  week’s  ptiecs; 
other  qualities  sold  slowly  to  tire  millers  at  fatherless 
than  last  Monday.  Barley  unvaried.  Beans  and 
peas  firm.  Oats  dull  at  last,  currency.  Flour  sold 
heavily  at  the  late  advance.  The  weather  being  fine 
and  harvest  preceding  in  the  south,  scarcely  any  new 
samples  have  been  seen. 


Sir  Walter  Scott.  The  corner  stone  of  the  mo- 
nument to  sir  Walter  Scott  is  to  be  laid  on  the  15:h  of 
this  month  in  Scotland  by  the  provincial  grand  lodge 
of  free  masons. 


Winchester,  Va.  The  population  according  to  the 
new  census  is  3,500  besides  some  two  or  three  hundred 
in  the  suburbs. 

Wool.  In  fourteen  states,  there  arc  12,S97,637  sheep, 
and  of  that  number,  New  York  has  4,259,879.  The 
wool  growed  in  14  states,  this  year,  will  amount  to 
42.000,000  pounds,  valued  at  $21 ,168,000. 

The  Portland  Advertiser  refers  to  the  present  low 
prices  of  this  great  staple,  as  compared  with  the  prices 
obtained  in  1836.  Estimating  the  present  number  of 
sheep  in  the  country  at  15,000,000,  and  allowing  tho 
produce  to  be  three  pounds  per  head,  the  clip  of  this 
year  will  be  45,000,000  pounds  of  wool.  Putting  the 
average  value  at  45  cents  per  pound,  the  total  value  of 
this  year’s  clip  will  be  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
At  the  prices  which  prevailed  in  1836 — when  wool  was 
worth  60  to75  els.  the  clip  of  this  year  would  have  been 
worth  $31,500,000.  The  difference  in  value,  therefore, 
or  the  loss  by  the  fall  in  prices,  is  about  $11,000,000, 
which  falls  on  the  wool  growers  of  the  country. 

Wooden  pavements.  A new  system,  patented,  for 
the  use  of  blocks  in  paving,  is  spoken  of  very  favorably 
in  the  New  York  American.  It  is  by  the  count  de  Lisle 
of  Paris.  By  adopting  a rhomboida!  figure  for  the 
blocks,  which  are  to  be  pinned  together  in  the  angles, 
the  pressure  is  divided  among  an  infinite  Sti  ins  ol  blocks 
instead  of  receiving  the  whole  weight  upon  four  of  them, 
as  by  the  present  plan.  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
will  both  soon  present  specimens  of  the  work. 
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!YJ~ Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  trank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.”— Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Fanner. 


SKrThis  number  completes  the  eighth  vol.  new  series, 
or  fifty-eighth  volume  of  the  entire  work.  The  title  page 
and  index  will  be  forwarded  speedily — meantime  sub- 
scribers are  earnestly  invited  to  examine  their  files,  and 
to  order  any  numbers  that  may  be  deficient,  that  their 
volumes  may  be  ready  for  binding. 

The  Daily  Evening  Gazette,  is  the  title  of 
a publication,  Ihe  first  numberof  which  was  issued  in 
Baltimore  last  Thursday  week,  by  the  late  editor  of 
Niles'  National  Register,  William  Ogden  Niles, 
esq.  and  who  has  engaged  the  assistance  of  Mr.  E. 
P.  Roberts,  a man  of  talents  and  great  industry, 
with  whom  the  public  are  familiar  as  connected 
with  the  press.  They  espouse  the  whig  cause  with 
much  ardor  and  will  furnish  politicians  with  a spirited 
sheet.  The  publication  is  upon  the  cash  system, 
which  has  certainly  of  late  been  the  most  success- 
ful method  o/  issuing  periodicals.  We  greet  this 
enterprise  oi  our  predecessor  in  the  editorial  duties 
we  are  now  attempting  to  fill,  with  hearty  good  will 
and  wishes.  “Speed  the  press.” 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

EUROPE. 

In  the  “ Courrier  des  Etats  Unis,”  the  French 
paper  published  in  New  York,  is  the  following  im- 
portant statement:  “A  postscript  from  our  own8 cor- 
respondent informs  us,  by  a new  arrival  on  the 
evening  of  the  1st  of  August  at  Paris,  that  the  Prus- 
sian and  Austrian  governments,  more  wise  than  their 
ambassadors  at  London,  declined  ratifying,  without 
certain  reservations,  the  treaty  of  the  new  alliance.” 

THE  INSURRECTION  IN  SYRIA. 

The  following  account  of  the  insurrection  in 
Syria,  and  the  circumstances  which  have  arisen  out 
ot  it,  appears  in  a recent  number  of  the  Journal  des 
Debats. 

After  the  revolt  of  the  Druses  of  Hauran  2 years 
ago,  and  alter  the  loss  of  an  army  of  15,000  men, 
Ibrahim  pacha,  not  being  able  to  subdue  the  insur- 
gents, cunningly  sought  to  accomplish  his  object 
by  turning  the  Christians  (who  had  been  disarmed 
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alter  the  Egyptian  possession)  against  them,  as 
mountaineers  habituated  to  guerilla  warlare.  You 
know  the  issue — the  pardon  granted  to  the  rebels, 
and  the  honors  which  were  obtained  by  Chebly-el- 
Bereau  the  promoter  and  leader  of  the  revolt. 

In  recompense  of  the  important  service  then  ren- 
dered to  the  pacha  by  the  Christians,  Mehemet  Ali 
issued  a firman,  granting  them  24,000  muskets,  and 
promised  that  the  impositions  upon  them  should  not 
be  heavier  than  those  taken  by  the  sultan.  The 
arms  were  for  them,  for  their  children,  and  their 
children’s  children,  according  to  the  expression  em- 
ployed. Meanwhile  the  public  works  and  imposts 
weighed  down  the  inhabitants  of  Lebanon  more  and 
more.  The  outskirt  towns  became  daily  crowded 
with  beggars  from  the  mountains.  Some  European 
usurers  took  advantage  of  their  wants,  and  depriv- 
ed them  even  of  the  bread  destined  ior  their  proge- 
ny. They  lent  to  the  unhappy  peasants  certain 
sums,  on  condition  of  the  delivery  of  the  coming 
harvest  of  cotton,  corn,  &c.;  giving  them  no  more 
than  half  the  real  value,  and  making  them  pay  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  from  40  to  55  per  cent. 

The  harvest  arrived;  the  debtor  was  unable  to  pay 
(he  quantity  stipulated;  the  quantity  deficient  was 
valued  according  to  the  price  of  the  day;  and  their 
creditors  compelled  them  to  sign  new  contracts  on 
the  same  footing  for  the  coming  year.  This  it  was 
which  reduced  the  mountaineers  of  Napalouse, 
Nazarete,  &.c.  to  such  a state  of  misery,  that  whole 
villages  were  deserted,  the  people  escaping  to  the 
mountains,  where  they  actually  lived  upon  grass. 

Their  despair  may  be  imagined  at  the  time  when 
news  arrived  in  Syria  that  the  Christians  in  Egypt 
were  enrolled  in  the  national  guard.  The  profes- 
sors of  that  faith  had  always  been  exempted  from 
military  duty  of  any  kind.  The  entire  population 
of  Syria  instantly  fled  to  the  mountains,  and  this 
enormous  migration  was  effected  in  a single  day; 
and  there  they  remained  until  they  learned  that  their 
fears  were  premature. 

They  gradually  returned  to  their  homes,  and  tran- 
quillity was  nearly  restored,  when  the  government 
published  that  most  absurd  and  impolitic  order, 
which  required  the  inhabitants  to  deliver  tip  their 
arms,  and  to  pay  the  impositions  for  seven  j'ears  in 
advance.  Stupefaction  succeeded  this  act  of  mad- 
ness. The  mountaineers  long  expected  to  be  driven 
to  extremities;  they  fraternized  with  the  Druses, 
their  sworn  enemies  in  religion.  Reserves  were 
posted  in  ail  the  churches;  and  when  the  Egyptian 
government  threw  off  the  mask,  the  priests,  who 
had  secretly  prepared  for  revolt,  spoke  out,  and 
boldly.  From  the  evangelical  pulpit  they  summon- 
ed the  people  to  rise.  The  same  persons  who  had 
so  invoked  God’s  curse  on  the  Druses  and  the  Mo- 
tualis,  called  them  their  children,  and  prescribed  to 
tlie  Christians,  in  the  name  of  the  Saviour,  to  look 
upon  them  as  brothers. 

The  explosion  took  place  on  the  29th  of  May. — 
Under  the  pretext  of  the  plague  which  prevailed  at 
Damascus,  the  governor  of  Beyruth  had  that  same 
day  ordered  that  a cordon  sanilaire  ot  300  or  400 
troops  should  surround  the  town,  to  stop  communi- 
cation with  the  exterior,  but  lie  was  obliged  to  with- 
draw it  to  save  the  soldiers  from  being  massacred. 

Tlie  next  day  800  very  ill  armed  mountaineers 
attacked  the  Lazaretto,  that  is  situated  halfa  league 
from  the  town,  and  defended  by  200  soldiers;  the 
following  day  they  again  repeated  the  same  attack 
without  success;  for  they  were  ill  armed,  and  lead 
was  scarce.  The  attack  of  the  Lazaretto  caused 
the  death  of  ten  individuals,  killed  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  insurgents 
increased  to  nearly  2,000. 

All  the  villages  of  anti-Lebanon  have  revolted, 
the  government  posts  are  all  intercepted,  and  the 
despatches  read.  The  rebels  show  the  greatest  re- 
spect for  all  that  belongs  to  the  Europeans;  the 
English  posts  of  Damascus  and  Aleppo,  which  had 
a great  deal  of  corn  with  them,  have  been  convoyed 
by  the  insurgents,  in  order  that  nothing  should  hap- 
pen to  them.  What  is  remarkable  in  tliis  is,  that 
the  poor  people  want  bread,  having  lived  sometime 
on  herbs.” 

MEXICO. 

attempted  revolt  at  Tampico.  The  Tampico  De- 
singanoof  the  30th  wit.  states  that  a plot  had  just 
been  discovered  which  created  great  alarm  in  the 
city.  It  was  laid  by  various  federal  leaders,  among 
whom  Gisosola  wa3  the  most  conspicuous,  and  had 


for  its  object,  to  raise  upon  the  central  authorities 
and  capture  Tampico.  The  federalists  were  betray- 
ed by  a central  spy;  their  plans  were  frustrated,  and 
all  their  papers  seized.  The  editor  says,  that  at  a 
proper  time  he  shall  lay  before  the  public  all  the 
particulars  of  the  affair — showing  forth  the  horrid 
catastrophe  which  the  city  has  escaped,  through  the 
activity  and  energy  of  the  local  authorities;  and  the 
result  of  which  would  have  been  the  assassination  of 
a large  number  of  persons,  and  no  doubt  all  the 
other  excesses  which  accompany  unbridle.d  licen- 
tiousness. 

The  same  paper  says — “We  have  received  infor- 
mation from  an  undoubted  source  on  the  frontier, 
which  confirms  our  previous  accounts,  that  Canales 
had  received  assistance  in  men  and  money  from  the 
Texian  government,  to  aid  him  in  attacking  Mexi- 
co. It  is  also  ascertained  that  he  has  entered  into  a 
treaty  to  pass  over  to  that  government  the  sove- 
reignty of  New  Leon,  Goahurla  and  Tamauiipas. 
We  learn  this  from  a source  that  admits  of  no  doubt. 
Canales  has  ceased  to  be  Mexican,  and  is  now  es- 
saying to  conquer  his  own  country.” 

The  editor  asserts  that  there  is  no  room  to  doubt 
that  the  operations  of  Canales  are  closely  connected 
with  the  troubles  throughout  the  country,  especially 
with  the  late  attempt  at  Tampico. 

Capture  of  Mier,  by  colonel  Karnes.  On  the  28th 
of  July,  news  was  received  at  Mataraoras,  that  the 
Texians  and  federalists  had  again  taken  the  town  of 
Meir,  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande 
del  Norte,  at  a point  where  the  road  from  Matamoras 
joins  the  main  road  to  Montery.  Nothing  was 
known  of  their  plans.  Karnes  is  said  to  have  700 
Anglo-Americans  with  him,  besides  the  federalists, 
who  were  operating  at  other  points.  The  Mexican 
troops  in  Metamoras  mustered  about  1,500  men.  If, 
as  reported,  the  city  of  San  Luis  de  Potosi  had  de- 
clared for  tlie  federalists,  col.  Karnes  and  his  adven- 
tures will  find  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  going 
ahead.  [IV.  O.  Cour. 

TEXAS. 

The  Picayune  of  the  151  h contains  accounts  from 
Texas  to  the  8th  inst.  brought  by  the  steam  packet 
Columbia.  The  papers  contain  nothing  very  im- 
portant. We  copy  all  the  items  of  interest. 

The  Houston  Morning  Star  says:  “According  to 
the  Austin  Sentinel,  a detachment  of  the  federalists 
have  marched  upon  Laredo,  which  is  in  possession 
of  the  central  forces.  It  is  expected  that  they  will 
take  the  town  with  ease,  and  be  ready  to  join  the 
main  body  in  an  attack  upon  Matamoras.” 

The  Houston  Times  of  the  5th  inst.  says:  “By  a 
gentleman  who  arrived  this  morning  from  Victoria, 
we  learn  that  Canales  and  his  array  are  at  San  Pa- 
tricio; his  force  is  said  to  be  900  men,  of  which  num- 
ber 300  are  Americans,  all  well  armed  and  equipped 
for  battle;  400  Mexicans  and  80  Americans  left  about 
10  days  since  for  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rio  Grande 
to  attack  a party  of  centralists  who  were  said  to  be 
advancing  towards  San  Patricio.  Carabajal  has  been 
despatched  by  Canales  to  Galveston.” 

There  was  a battle  lately  fought  on  the  Rio  Frio, 
between  the  Camanc.he  and  Lipan  Indians,  in  which 
the  latteril  is  said  killed  thirteen,  took  seven  or  eight 
prisoners  and  sent  them  to  Bexar. 

Every  thing  is  quiet  at  the  city  of  Austin. 

The  health  of  ex-president  Ilouston  is  pronounc- 
ed to  be  good.  There  had  been  a report  that  he  was 
very  ill. 

The  body  of  a man  named  Silas  Ferguson  was 
lately  found  murdered  on  the  road  leading  from 
Houston  to  Montgomery. 

Texas  trade.  The  Mobile  Advertiser  states  that 
by  the  laws  of  Texas,  the  cargo  of  a vessel  cannot 
be  attached  for  freight  until  the  expiration  of  90 
days  after  ai  rival,  and  that  no  bill  of  landing  is  bind- 
ing, unless  it  bears  the  signature  of  both  muster  and 
shipper.  Both  of  these  regulations  must  be  attend- 
ed with  great  inconvenience  when  overlooked  or  not 
known  by  captains  of  vessels  arriving  in  any  o(  the 
ports  of  that  country — as  they  are  compelled  to  lie  in 
port  undischarged  for  3 months,  and  expose  their  ves- 
sels to  destruction  by  worms,  or  to  deliver  their  la- 
ding at  the  risk  of  receiving  no  remuneration  for 
their  labor — or  should  they  refuse  to  do  either,  and 
return  whence  they  came,  holding  the  cargo  subject 
to  their  claim  for  freight,  it  frequently  occurs  that 
the  value  of  the  articles  when  they  are  shipped  are 
not  equal  to  more  than  half  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Stevenson — Our  relations  with  England  We 
find  in  tiie  London  Morning  Chronicle  ot  the  17th 
of  July,  a lull  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  great 
dinner  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  society  of  Eng- 
land, which  was  given  at  Cambridge  on  the  loth,  in 
an  immense  and  beautiful  pavilion  erected  for  the 
purpose  on  the  lawn  of  Downing  college.  There 
were  not  less  than  twenty-five  hundred  persons  pre- 
sent. Among  these  was  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  is  art  honorary  member 
of  the  society.  The  duke  of  Richmond  presided. 

“In  proposing  the  health  of  a distinguished  indi- 
vidual present,  the  honorable  Andrew  Stevenson, 
minister  of  the  United  States, -and  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  society,”  the  duke  of  Richmond  said, 
“that  he  well  knew  the  farmers  of  England;  and 
they  would  all  warrant  him  in  saying  that  they  wish- 
ed, one  and  all,  for  peace  and  tranquillity.  When  war 
and  danger  desolated  the  fairest  portion  of  the  world 
and  when  their  horrors  seemed  to  threaten  our  homes 
from  abroad,  the  farmers  and  laborers  of  England 
were  found  ready  to  risk  their  lives  in  defence  of 
their  country.  They  were  ready  again  to  make  the 
same  sacrifice,  should  the  occasion  arrive  to  call  for 
it;  but  peace  at  home  and  abroad  was  what  they 
wished  for;  they  did  not  long  to  see  other  nations 
laid  waste  that  they  might  be  prosperous;  it  was  not 
their  interest  or  desire  that  other  people’s  farms 
should  be  destroyed,  their  barns  destroyed  and  their 
towns  and  villages  plundered.  Those  who  wished 
for  the  blessings  of  peace  we  met  half  way;  and  in 
this  spirit  did  they  meet  the  good  wishes  of  the 
American  people,  whose  representative  at  the  court 
of  our  sovereign  did  them  the  honor  of  being  pre- 
sent on  that  occasion,  [cheers]^  The  honorable  and 
distinguished  individual  to  whom  he  alluded  was 
one  of  that  great  nation  which  had  sprung  from  our- 
selves; and  he  (the  duke  of  Richmond),  in  the  name 
of  the  farmers  of  England,  wished  it  every  prospe- 
rity, and  that  it  might  long  continue  in  peace  with 
this  country,  cultivating  with  her  those  arts  and 
sciences  which  tended  to  better  the  condition  of  the 
human  race  and  make  it  more  happy,  [loud  cheers] . 
With  respect  to  the  honorable  gentleman  himself, 
(Mr.  Stevenson),  he  had  great  pleasure  in  testify- 
ing to  his  character  in  public  and  private  life,  and  he 
was  moreover  a tried  1'iiend  of  agriculture.  He  felt 
interested  in  the  improvement  of  agricultual  science 
in  England,  as  they  should  that  the  same  good 
should  extend  to  America— for  the  object  was  not 
only  the  agriculture  of  the  land  we  live  in,  but  the 
agriculture  of  the  world.”  [Loud  cheers], 

Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American  minister,  rose  tore- 
turn  thanks,  and  was  received  with  loud  cheerin^. 
He  said,  in  the  course  of  a public  life,  not  very  short, 
he  had  never  been  called  upon  to  address  so  nume- 
rous and  remarkable  an  assemblage,  and  it  would 
be  an  unworthy  affectation  if  he  did  not  say  he  felt 
his  situation  novel  and  embarrassing.  He  feared 
that  he  could  not  do  justice  to  his  feelings  on  the 
occasion.  The  kind  and  hospitable  reception  which 
he  had  met  with,  and  the  gratifying  manner  in  which 
their  noble  president  had  associated  his  name  with 
that  of  their  two  countries  demanded  his  grateful 
acknowledgments.  He  received  it  with  feelings  of 
just  pride  and  sensibility,  enhanced  as  it  was  by  the 
motives  which  he  believed  had  prompted  it,  and  the 
flattering  manner  in  which  it  had  been  received  by 
such  a distinguished  assembly.  Deeply  sensible, 
however,  as  he  was  of  such  high  honor,  he  should 
but  inadequately  convey  what  tie  telt  if  he  confin- 
ed himself  to  the  expression  of  his  personal  feelings. 
In  relation  to  himself  individually,  it  was  a matter 
comparatively  of  little  importance;  but  in  another 
sense  and  looking  at  such  an  assembly,  representing 
as  it  did  not  only  the  great  agricultural  interest  of 
England,  but  of  the  United  Kingdom,  such  kind 
and  liberal  sentiments  as  those  winch  had  been  ex- 
pressed were  calculated  to  do  good  in  strengthening 
the  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries 
[cheers].  He  begged,  therefore,  to  thank  them 
most  cordially  in  the  name  of  his  country,  and  to 
assure  them  that  nothing  could  be  more  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  than  such  senti- 
ments as  those  which  had  been  so  kindly  and  libe- 
rally expressed  on  this  occasion,  [cheers].  The  noble 
president  had  been  pleased  (said  Mr.  S.)  in  allu- 
sion to  the  late  negotiations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, to  express  a wish  that  all  difference  might  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  peace  and  concord  long 
continue.  In  this  wish,  it  was  hardly  necessary  for 
him  to  say  how  cordially  and  sincerely  he  united, 
and  the  pleasure  he  felt  in  believing  that  the  wish 
would  be  realised.  This,  he  said,' fortunately  for 
mankind  was  not  an  age  of  war.  The  time  had  lon°- 
since  passed  when  hostility  was  the  natural  state  of 
man,  and  peace  but  a difficult  and  dangerous  expe- 
riment. The  soldier  and  the  sword,  he  thanked  God, 
were  now  no  longer  the  only  security  for  nations.— 


The  schoolmaster,  and  not  the  warrior,  was  abroad. 
Moral  power  was  taking  the  place  of  physical  force, 
and  tiie  rulers  of  the  world  would  soon  be  taught,  it 
ihey  had  not  learnt  it  already,  that  they  would  have 
to  look  lor  the  security  of  their  thrones  to  moral  ra- 
ther than  physical  power,  and  to  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence of  enlightened  men,  [cheers].  In  such 
an  enlightened  period  of  the  world,  when  the  love 
of  peace  and  knowledge  and  Christianity  was  over- 
spreading the  earth,  was  there,  he  asked,  one  Briton 
or  American,  one  wise  or  good  man,  who  would  not 
regard  a war  between  two  such  countries  as  Eng- 
land and  America  as  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
that  could  befal  mankind?  A war  against  interest, 
national  honor,  the  only  justifiable  cause  of  war 
(said  Mr.  Stevenson; — a war  between  nations  kin- 
dred in  language  and  religion;  and  for  what?  Not 
principle,  not  honor,  nor  even  conquest;  but  a war 
to  ascertain  the  geographical  lines  of  a treaty  of 
boundary,  the  legitimate  subject  of  negotiation  and 
peaceable  adjustment,  [loud  cheers].  Both  coun- 
tries were  too  wise,  he  said,  to  enter  into  any  such 
war.  Neither,  he  was  sure,  would  feel  ilselt  called 
upon,  in  vidication  of  its  honor,  or  in  defence  of  its 
rights,  to  embark  in  a war.  Their  best  security  for 
peace  w’as  in  the  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  fore- 
sight of -tiie  rulers  of  both  countiies,  and  the  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  their  people.  He,  therefore,  only 
spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  when  he  assured  them  that 
America  desired  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  es- 
pecially perpetual  good  understanding  with  Great 
Britain,  upon  terms  compatible  with  the  rights  and 
honor  of  each,  [cheers].  The  noble  duke  had  there- 
fore done  him  no  more  than  justice  in  supposing 
that  he  had  done  every  thing,  officially  and  indivi- 
dually, to  cherish  and  invigorate  the  peaceful  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  upon  the  preserva- 
tion of  which,  he  said,  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  both  nations  so  essentially  depend,  [cheers].  He 
then  said  that  he  hoped  he  should  be  indulged  in 
interrupting  for  a moment  the  flow  of  their  festivity, 
whilst  he  noticed  very  briefly  their  association,  and 
the  benefits  it  was  calculated  to  bestow  on  agricul- 
ture. He  rejoiced,  he  said,  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  attend  on  this  occasion.  Besides  the  pleasure  he 
had  derived  from  witnessing,  for  the  two  last  days, 
proceedings  so  congenial  with  his  feelings,  it  afford- 
ed him  an  opportunity  of  returning  in  person  his 
thanks  for  the  honor  which  had  been  conferred  upon 
him  in  deeming  him  worthy  to  become  an  honorary 
member  of  such  an  association.  The  only  regret  he 
felt,  however,  was  that  he  could  not  repay  such  an 
honor  by  some  corresponding  benefit  worthy  of  the 
society,  and  of  the  deep  interest  he  took  in"  its  suc- 
cess, [cheers],  In  such  an  assembly  it  would  be 
needless,  he  knew,  if  he  were  competent,  to  expa- 
tiate upon  agriculture,  or  its  benefits  to  mankind. — 
He  begged  permission,  however,  to  throw  out  one 
or  two  suggestions,  which  might  not  be  unworthy 
of  consideration.  All  concurred  in  assigning  to  ag- 
riculture a high  place  in  the  scale  of  individual  and 
national  interests,  though  many  did  not  give  it  the 
importance  it  merited,  or  which  it  had  a right  to 
aspire  to.  In  other  words,  that  it  was  entitled  to  a 
much  wider  scope  than  was  supposed  by  those  who 
regarded  its  objects  as  limited  alone  to  purposes  of 
subsistence.  Now  a more  fallacious  opinion  could 
not,  he  thought,  prevail,  than  to  suppose  that  the 
responsibilities  of  agriculture  stopped  at  providing 
, simply  food  for  eaters.  Its  duties,  Mr.  Stevenson 
said,  like  those  of  morality,  spread  beyond  the  sphere 
of  providing  sustenance,  into  a wide  expanse,  cre- 
ated by  the  obligations  arising  out  of  the  state  of 
society,  and  as  intimately  connected  with  all  the 
great  national  interests,  [cheers].  The  support  of 
governments,  the  encouragement  of  commerce,  the 
basis  of  manufactures,  the  subsistence  of  the  learn- 
ed professions  and  all  scientific  and  mechanical 
employments,  were  sustained  by  this  great  interest, 
[cheers] . An  object  of  universal  benefit,  it  should 
be  one  of  universal  patronage.  Agriculture,  he  said, 
was  national  property.  The  whole  country  one  great 
farm;  the  inhabitants  one  great  family,  in  which 
those  who  worked  least  derived  the  greatest  profit. 
Other  classes,  then,  besides  the  farmer,  had  as  great 
an  interest  as  the  farmer  himself,  inasmuch  as  the 
subsistence  of  those  engaged  in  agriculture  was  first 
to  be  supplied,  and  then  that  of  the  other  classes  out 
of  the  surplus;  and,  of  course,  as  the  surplus  was 
great  so  would  be  the  gain.  Here,  then,  was  a mo- 
tive, (a  selfish  one,  but  not  the  less  strong),  why  all 
classes  should  unite  in  supporting  this  great  branch 
of  national  industry,  [loud  cheers] . Now,  the  best 
mode  of  doing  this  was  by  such  associations  as  the 
present.  By  societies  for  the  collection  and  diffu- 
sion of  information;  the  introduction  of  the  best  sys- 
tems and  writings  of  experienced  and  enlightened 
men,  and  by  that  excitement  and  emulation,  so  neces- 
sary to  all  improvement.  Science  was  now  admit- 
ted to  be  indispensable  to  the  due  success  of  agricul- 


ture. Theory  and  practice  reflected  light  on  each 
other,  and  the  more  so  as  there  was  no  pursuit  in 
which  habit  was  so  unyielding,  and  inveterate  as 
amongst  those  who  cultivated  me  soil.  But  lie  ie- 
joiced  in  knowing  that  agriculture  was  advancing, 
with  giant  strides,  under  the  salutary  benefits  of 
science,  and  especially  chemistry  and  geology.  If 
any  man  doubted  the  extent  to  which  science  had 
contributed  its  aid  to  agriculture,  let  him  visit  Eng- 
land and  Scotland. 

England,  which,  Mr.  Stevenson  said,  had  been 
denominated  the  garden  of  Europe,  and  justly  so. — 
And  why?  Simply  because  her  whole  surface  was 
cultivated  on  principles  which  were  brought  to  the 
test  of  the  most  rigid  and  exact  experiment.  Be- 
cause agriculture  was  scientifically  and  philosophi- 
cally pursued,  and  because  she  had  such  formers. — 
[Great  cheers].  Who  could  go  through  this  great 
country,  and  not  to  be  delighted  and  amazed  with 
its  agriculture  and  its  rural  economy?  [Cheers], — 
If  any  foreigner  wished  to  know  what  England  re- 
ally was,  he  must  go  to  the  country,  and  mix  with 
her  fanners  and  yeomanry.  [Cheers].  It  had  been 
said,  by  one  he  believed  of  the  princes  of  the  pre- 
sent reigning  family,  that  the  pride  of  England  was 
in  her  yeomanry.  [Cheers],  He  re-echoed  the 
sentiment,  and  as  an  agriculturist  at  home,  was 
proud  of  belonging  to  such  a class.  [Cheers],  In- 
deed, next  to  the  proud  distinction  of  being  an  Ame- 
rican citizen,  was  that  of  being  a cultivator  of  the 
soil.  It  was,  indeed,  delightful,  he  said,  to  witness 
such  an  association  as  this;  to  see  the  wise  and  good, 
the  politician  and  professor,  the  public  and  private 
man,  uniting  to  uphold  this  great  and  good  work, 
and  to  see  charity  and  peace  shedding  their  holy 
calm  around,  refreshing  alike  to  the  leelings  and 
intellect.  [Cheers],  He  hoped  that  the  society 
would  prosper.  He  begged  to  remind  them  that 
upon  its  wide  spieading  and  far  extending  purposes 
the  eyes  of  Europe  and  America  were  fixed  with  a 
steady  gaze.  He  trusted  there  would  be  no  disap- 
pointment. Viewed  in  relation  to  their  own  coun- 
try, it  had  every  molive  for  support;  but  viewed  in 
relation  to  its  effects  and  benefits  upon  other  nations 
the  motive  for  exertion  and  success  rose  to  a far 
higher  and  nobler  sentiment.  [Cheers],  It  became 
not  the  cause  (Mr.  Stevenson  said)  of  this  country, 
or  his,  but  of  mankind;  and  who  was  so  poor  and 
sordid  in  spirit  as  to  think  only  for  himself,  or  his 
country  even,  when  the  great  question  was,  whether 
the  earth  should  be  inhaoited  and  Cultivated  by  en- 
lightened and  virtuous  and  religious  men,  or  by  ig- 
norant and  debased  human  beiogS)  and  hordes  of 
savages?  [Great  cheering].  He  concluded  by  re- 
peating his  thanks  for  the  great  h0nor  and  kindness 
that  had  been  done  him,  and  expressing  a wish  that 
the  association  might  fulfil  its  high  pm  poses,  do  ho- 
nor to  its  founders,  and  benefit  mankind.  He  sat 
down  amidst  great  cheering. 

“The  health  of  the  duke  0f  Richmond,”  which 
was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  was  received 
with  loud  acclamations. 

Northeastern  boundary.  In  giving  place  to 
the  long  report  of  the  British  commissioners,  on  the 
northeastern  boundary,  the  New  York  Commercial 
has  the  following  remarks: 

There  is  little  novelty  in  the  positions  contended 
for  by  the  commissioners,  but  considerable  in  their 
mode  of  sustaining  them.  They  claim  Mars  Hill 
as  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  deny  that  a 
river  flowing  into  the  bay  of  Fundy  is  a river  flow- 
ing into  the  Atlantic,  and  insist  that  the  small  streams 
running  into  the  St.  Lawrence  between  the  67th  and 
72d  degree  of  west  longitude,  are  not  rivers  within 
the  meaning  of  the  treaty.  According  to  them,  the 
only  “river”  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence  are  the 
St.  Francis  and  the  Chaudiere;  the  only  rivers  flow- 
ing into  the  Atlantic  are  the  Androscoggin,  the  Ken- 
nebec and  the  Penobscot. 

The  principal  novelty  in  their  statement  of  the 
case,  is  the  adoption  of  a new  phrase  instead  of  the 
terms  “highlands”  employed  in  the  treaty.  This 
new  phrase  is  “the  axis  of  maximum  elevation,” 
which  they  employed  to  designate  the  more  southern 
range  of  highlanders,  claimed  by  the  British  as  the 
range  intended  in  the  treaty,  and  which  they  loose 
no  opportunity  of  flourishing  about  our  ears  with  an 
importance  that  clearly  manifest  their  conscious- 
ness of  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  substitu- 
tion. They  have  measured  the  heights  of  the  prin- 
cipal elevations  along  this  range,  and  asserting  that 
the  heights  are  greater  and  the  elevation  more  con- 
tinuous than  in  the  other  range,  they  insist  that, 
therefore,  the  “axis  of  maximum  elevation”  is  to  be 
taken  as  the  thing  contemplated  by  the  treaty. 

On  this  point  the  map  is  ingeniously  deceptive. — 
Upon  it,  the  southern  range,  or  “axis  of  maximum 
elevation,”  is  darkly  shaded,  so  as  to  catch  the  eye 
at  once  as  it  falls  upon  the  map,  and  form  a conspi- 
cuous object,  even  to  the  most  casual  glance,  while 
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merit,  that  I eagerly  went  through  with  the  exami- 
nation, t, iking  the  best  part  of  two  days — you  have 
the  result  in  the  statement  herewith.  I acknow- 
ledge my  surprise  at  many  of  the  facts  disclosed,  for 
I had  supposed  the  present  prices  of  produce  were 
lower  (in  the  aggregate)  than  they  had  been  for  the 
last  thirty  years:  but  sir,  it  is  not  so,  as  you  may  see 
by  a comparison;  notice  particularly  the  years  1823, 
’27,  ’30  and  ’31.  The  article  of  cotton  I believed  was 
much  lower  now  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  but  I 
find  in  April,  1831, 1 bought  a wagon  load  of  cot 


ton — four  bales  at  4 cents  and  the  balance  at  5$  cts 
and  in  May  5 to  7$  cents  were  the  extreme  prices 
given.  The  actual  prices  are  stated  as  taken  from 
my  books  for  the  month  of  May  of  each  year. — 
Many  of  the  articles  varied  in  price  during  each 
year,  some  even  50  to  100  per  cent. — for  instance 
cotton  in  1825  was  at  one  time  as  high  as  32  cents, 
and  during  the  same  year  down  to  12£al5  cents. — 
Where  blanks  appear  in  the  statement,  I did  not 
find  any  entry  of  the  articles  in  my  books.  1 am 
very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 
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the  northern  range  is  set  down  very  gingerly,  as  a 
mjre  doubtful  line  of  spurs,  unworthy  to  be  caILd  a. 
range  of  highlands. 

The  Oregon  territory.  Captain  Farnham, 
of  Illinois,  who  returned  from  Oregon  and  gave  a 
most  unflattering  account  of  it,  has  raised  a hornets 
nest  about  his  ears.  An  old  resident  of  Oregon, 
now  at  New  Orleans,  adds  his  testimony  in  the  Loui- 
siana Advertiser  to  that  of  others  in  favor  of  this 
territory. 

Oregon  and  the  adjacent  territories,  form  one  of 
the  richest  and  most  luxuriant  portions  of  the  north- 
ern section  of  North  America.  The  climate,  ne- 
cessarily the  consequence  of  the  latitude  of  the 
country,  is  cold  in  winter;  but  it  is  milder  and  more 
healthy  than  the  same  latitude  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  North  America.  It  is  generally  understood  that 
the  western  sea  coast  of  North  and  South  America, 
is  warmer  in  corresponding  latitudes,  than  the  east- 
ern. The  soil  of  the  Oregon  is  rich  and  fertile;  and 
when  cultivated  with  care  produces  in  abundance, 
the  great  staples  of  wheat,  corn  and  other  grains. 

I have  tasted  bread  of  superior  quality  made  of  Co- 
lumbia river  flour,  and  excellent  Columbia  river  but- 
:e  r with  it.  Domestic  animals  flourish  on  the  Co- 
ld ubia  and  both  the  Hudson  Bay  corapay  and  the 
Arnerican  missionaries,  have  commenced  the  raising 
o'  cows,  swine  and  other  animals  with  every  pros- 
pect of  extensive  increase.  The  Methodist  mis- 
sionaries on  the  Willuhainmet  river,  have  begun  the 
work  of  drawing  at  the  resources  of  this  flourishing 
country,  and  are  conferring  upon  the  natives  the  sa- 
lutary blessings  of  agricultural,  and  mechanical 
prosperity,  by  their  exertions  in  tilling  the  ground 
and  clearing  the  forests.  With  an  axe  and  a spade,  a 
man,  with  industry  in  his  heart,  and  nerve  in  his  arm, 
can  hew  out  his  fortune  and  dig  up  wealth  in  Oregon, 
as  well  as  in  Illinois,  or  any  other  part  of  the  once 
named  “far  west.” 

The  article,  which  follows,  very  properly  con- 
demns the  story  in  circulation  under  the  head  of  the 
“Oregon  Bubble  Burst.”  Nothing  has  burst  except 
the  bubble  of  a shortsighted  adventurer!  and  such  a 
thing  as  the  “Oregon  Bubble,”  never  existed — Ore- 
gon is  too  solid  a reality  to  merit  the  cognomen  of 
“bubble.”  Yes!  capt.  Farnham’s  expectations  may 
indeed  have  burst,  and  if  the  opinion  of  men  of  judg- 
ment and  veracity  can  be  taken,  his  foolish  report 
against  Oregon  has  burst  also. 

I aim,  sir,  to  correct  a portion  of  the  article  be- 
fore me,  which  accuses  the  British  consul  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  of  “taking  every  measure  within 
his  means,  and  that  of  his  government,  to  establish 
British  sway  upon  the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  and 
stud  its  banks  with  British  military  posts.”  I have 
enjoyed  an-inlimate  acquaintance  with  the  British 
consul  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  for  many  years  past, 
and  affirm  that  instead  of  his  being  a friend  to  the 
company,  he  i=  strongly  opposed  to  it,  and  has  done 
nothing  to  promote  its  interests,  for  the  last  five 
years.  The  “company  of  adventurers  trading  to  the 
Hudson’s  Bay,’  which  is  the  character  title  of  the 
company,  in  whose  possession  is  fort  Vancouver, 
on  the  Columbia,  but  who  are  better  known  bv  their 
assumed  title  of  “the  honorable  Hudson  Bay  com- 
pany,” is  an  arbitrary  consolidation  of  wealth  and 
cunning!  devoted  to  the  monopoly  of  the  rich  re- 
sources of  the  northwestern  part  of  our  continent. 
It  spares  no  means  to  compass  its  ends  and  to  thwart 
the  operations  of  other  adventures  from  the  United 
States,  who,  with  a superior  right,  are  engaged  in 
the  same  trade.  It  has  an  agent  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands — an  overbearing,  intolerant  old  fellow,  noto- 
rious for  his  haughty  and  insolent  manner,  who 
■ plays  the  game  ascribed  to  her  Britannic  majesty’s 
consul.  By  him  the  “honorable  company”  is  sup- 
ported to  the  utmost  stretch  of  his  ability.  But  he 
is  no  great  affair,  and  has  not,  in  his  opposition  to 
American  enterprise  and  ardent  love  for  the  “com- 
pany,” even  the  approbation  of  his  fellow  country- 
men at  the  Islands.  The  British  consul  and  other 
British  residents  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  deserve 
no  part  of  the  censure  of  opposition  to  Americans 
in  the  Oregon  territory!  The  agent  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  company  deserves  the  whole. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

New  Brunswick.  All  necessary  supplies  for 
the  fisheries,  including  flour  and  salted  provisions, 
are  now  permitted  to  entry  at  the  custom  house,  St! 
Johns,  New  Brunswick,  free  of  duty. 

[ Montreal  Herald. 

The  following  table  contains  much  useful  infor- 
mation in  a small  compass,  and  deserves  to  be  “Re- 
gistered.” We  find  it  in  the  North  Carolinian. 

Fayetteville,  May  13lh,  1840. 

Mr.  Holmes:  dear  sir:  With  no  little  aversion 
I commenced  overhauling  inyold  musty  books;  but 
I soon  became  so  much  interested  in  the  develop- 


the  army — [Fromthe  Army  fy  Navy  Chronicle .] 

Medical  staff.  Ast.  surgeon  R.  Southgate,  order- 
ed to  Dearbornville  arsenal,  Michigan,  for  duty. 
Resignations  accepted  of  assistant  3urgeon  Ellis 
Huges,  July  31,  and  assistant  surgeon  M.  C.  Lea- 
venworth, to  take  effect  September  30. 

Corps  of  engineers.  Leave  of  absence  for  four 
months,  to  captain  C.  H.  Bigelow,  with  permission 
to  leave  the  United  States. 

Topographical  engineers.  Leave  until  May  1, 
1841,  to  capt.  G.  W.  Hughes,  with  permission  to 
visit  Europe. 

1st  dragoons.  Sick  leave  for  six  months  to  lieut. 
L.  P.  Davidson,  with  permission  to  leave  the  U. 
States.  Leave  to  lieut.  A.  R.  Johnston,  extended 
to  Oct.  31.  Major  Wharton,  with  troops  A C and 
D,  left  Fort  Gibson,  June  8,  to  return  to  Fort  Lea- 
venworth, the  proper  station  of  these  troops — their 
presence  being  considered  no  longer  necessary  at 
Fort  Gibson  by  gen.  Arbuckle. 

3 d artillery.  Leave  to  captain  H.  Garner,  ex- 
tended to  October  15. 

3d  infantry.  Captain  N.  C.  Macrae,  ordered  to 
New  York,  to  report  for  duty  on  recruiting  service. 
Company  D,  commanded  by  lieut.  Currier,  left 
Fort  Smith  on  the  1st  and  arrived  at  Fort  Jesup  on 
the  10th  July:  lieutenant  C.  returned  to  Fort 
Smith,  the  command  of  the  company  being  given 
to  lieut.  Peyton. 

6 th  in  fantry.  Leave  for  two  months  to  captain 
J.  D.  Searight.  Lieut.  L.  A.  Armistead,  ordered 
to  report  to  the  superintendent  of  recruiting  ser- 
vice, for  duty  with  the  recruits  assembled  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York  for  instruction. 

Appointments.  Henry  M.  Rice,  sutler  to  camp 
Atkinson,  the  new  post  on  Turkey  river,  Iowa. 

Fort  Adams.  The  Newport  Mercury  mentions 
that  orders  have  been  received  from  the  war  de- 
partment, to  recommence  work  on  the  fortifications 
at  Fort  Adams  immediately. 

Wilmot  Martin,  ex- lieutenant  U.  S.  army,  has 
been  fully  committed  for  trial  in  Boston,  for  a for- 
gery, by  which,  in  the  name  of  Win.  Alburtis,  also 
of  the  army,  he  obtained  over  $ 200  from  the  pay- 
master at  Boston. 

THE  NAVY. 

United  States  ship  Brandywine  sailed  from  Gib- 
raltar, bound  east,  23d  ult. 

Commodore  Elliott.  It  is  stated  that  the  four  senior 
officers  on  the  trial  of  com.  Elliott,  (Jones,  War- 
rington, Downes  and  Kennedy),  voted  to  break  the 
commodore.  [Pat. 

The  Chesapeake.  Part  of  the  timbers  of  the  fri- 
gate Chesapeake,  the  ill-fated  ship  in  which  the 
gallant  Lawrence  lost  his  life  in  the  action  with  the 
Shannon,  during  the  last  war,  have  been  used  in  the 
construction  of  a corn  mill  at  a village  near  Ports- 
mouth, England. 


Death.  Leverett  Cruttenden  Mather,  aged  15 
years,  was  accidentally  killed  on  board  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Potomac,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  7th  of 
July  last. 

Capt.  Nones.  The  British  ship  Brender,  captain 
Duckett,  of  Liverpool,  from  Savannah,  bound  for 
Glasgaw,  Scotland,  via  St.  John,  N.  B.  went  ashore 
in  a thick  fog,  on  Cross  Island,  off  the  coast  of 
Maine,  on  Monday  the  3d  inst.  where  she  now  lies 
a total  loss.  Captain  Nones,  of  the  U.  S.  revenue 
cutter  Alert,  repaired  to  the  scene  of  disaster,  and 
took  off  three  of  the  men  who  had  been  injured  at 
the  time  of  the  wreck.  The  British  consul  for  the 
states  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  has  published 
a card,  in  which  the  warmest  acknowledgmegts  are 
made  to  captain  Nones,  for  his  uniform  promptitude 
and  intrepidity  in  affording  relief  to  British  vessels 
distressed  off  that  coast. 

The  West  India  squadron.  The  U.  S.  frigate 
Macedonian,  having  undergone  a few  slight  repairs, 
and  35  tons  of  kentledge  placed  in  her  fore  hold,  to 
bring  her  heavy  counter  out  of  tile  water,  in  order 
to  improve,  if  possible,  her  sailing  qualities,  which 
have  always  been  of  the  dullest,  sailed  on  Friday 
morning  with  the  Erie  and  Levant  in  company. — 
Eastport  will  be  the  first  port  visited  by  them,  run- 
ning the  coast  down  as  far  as  New  York,  when 
their  squadron  will  sail  for  their  cruising  ground  in 
the  West  Indies. 

The  frigate’s  bottom  was  by  no  means  as  foul  as 
anticipated  from  her  bad  sailing,  but  a very  thin 
coat  of  small  barnacles  on  her  copper,  consequently 
that  can  no  longer  be  an  excuse.  The  Macedoni- 
an’s entrance  is  very  fine,  her  stern  is  faulty  in  the 
extreme,  exhibiting  a total  disregard  to  science  and 
symmetry.  She  certainly  reflects  no  credit  on  the 
constructor  or  the  constructor’s  talents. 

[ Boston  Atlas. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  slate  election  takes  place  on  Monday  the  14th 
September. 

Congressional  candidate.  At  the  administration 
convention  in  the  Oxford  district,  the  present  mem- 
ber, Virgil  D.  Parris,  esq.  on  the  question  for  reno- 
inination  was  outvoted. 

On  the  first  ballot  Virgil  D.  Parris  had  28  votes, 
Littlefield  28,  and  John  Prince  8.  On  the  se- 
cond ballot,  Littlefield  had  28  votes,  Parris  24  and 
Prince  1. 

In  the  Hancock  and  Washington  district,  Mr. 
Lowell  the  present  member  is  renominated,  and  Jo- 
seph C.  Noyes,  of  Eastport,  has  been  nominated  for 
congress  by  the  whigs. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

A strike.  A portion  of  the  laborerson  the  West- 
ern rail  road,  Massachusetts,  struck  a few  days  since 
for  higher  wages.  They  attempted  to  obstruct  others 
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from  working,  when  the  leaders  were  arrested  and 
committed  to  prison. 

The  hon.  John  Reed,  the  faithful  representative, 
from  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Barn- 
stable, Nantucket  and  Duke,  declines  a re-election. 
He  has  been  a representative  in  congress  some  twen- 
ty-eight years. 

Fire  and  loss  of  life.  The  Easton  (Massachu- 
setts) almshouse  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  about 
3 o’clock  oil.  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  and 
such  was  the  progress  of  the  flames,  that  four  of  the 
inmates  were  burned  alive,  and  another  has  since 
died  in  consequence  of  injuries  received.  The  fire 
was  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

Lecture.  We  are  informed,  says  the  Boston  Post, 
that  Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  will  deliver  the  introduc- 
tory to  the  next  course  of  lectures  before  the  mer- 
cantile library  association  of  this  city. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election.  The  election  for  representatives  to  the 
general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  occurs  on  Tues- 
day next,  1st  Sept.  The  members  elected  on  that 
day  will  have  the  choice  of  a United  States  senator. 

NEW  YORK. 

Afflicting  calamity  at  Albany.  Fall  of  the  draw 
of  the  State  street  canal  basin  bridge.  Our  city, 
says  the  Albany  Evening  Journal,  is  a scene  of  the 
most  distressing  and  calamitous  dispensation.  At  5 
o’clock  this  afternoon;  just  as  the  steamboats  were 
departing  for  New  York,  and  when  hundreds  of 
people  were  crossing  the  bridge  over  the  canal 
basin,  the  draw  broke  and  precipitated  from  seven- 
ty to  eighty  persons  and  three  or  four  horses  and 
carts  into  the  basin!  They  fell  about  twenty  feet 
into  twelve  feet  water.  The  struggle  for  life, 
among  the  suffers  was  brief  but  awful!  We  shud- 
der at  the  horrid  recollection  of  it.  Hundreds  of 
citizens,  with  a dozen  boats,  sprang  to  the  relief  of 
their  drowning  fellow  citizens.  At  7 o’clock  IS 
dead  bodies  had  been  recovered,  of  which  we  can 
only  learn  the  names  of  the  following: 

James  Hinman,  constable,  of  this  city.  Mr. 
Driscoll,  merchant  of  Palmyra.  Charles  Lyons, 
tobacco  pedlar,  of  this  city.  A son  of  Jacob  Hen- 
derer,  of  Columbia  st.  14  years  old. 

A son  of  Sybrant  Kettle,  of  this  city,  16  years  old. 

Roderick  Davidson,  an  interesting  and  promising 
youth  employed  at  this  office,  16  years  old. 

G-roesbeck,  a boy  belonging  to  the  boat 

Mohawk. 

Mr.  Cavener,  insane  man  from  Westmoreland, 
Oneida  county,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Stephens 
and  Orin  I.  Fuller,  of  Rome,  on  his  way  to  Hud- 
son. Cavener  and  Fuller  were  lost  and  Stephens 
saved. 

James  Van  Buren,  of  German  flats,  a canal  dri- 
ver who  was  assisting  Fuller  to  get  Cavener  to  the 
boat. 

Samuel  Fisher,  lamp  lighter  of  this  city. 

Francis  Rogee,  laborer,  of  this  city.  Wood, 

a boy  about  14  years  of  age,  of  this  city.  Tho- 
mas McDowell,  of  this  city.  William  L.  Morey, 
of  Vermont. 

Jones,  of  this  city.  H.  L.  Hoffman,  ot 

Ftiltonville.  Smith  Matthews,  of  Troy.  A part 
of  the  draw  fell  after  most  of  the  sufferers  were  in 
the  water,  from  which  many  were  injured.  Others 
were,  wounded  by  the  struggling  horses.  The  body 
of  Mr.  Hinman  and  that  of  a boy  show  severe 
wounds. 

Capt.  Jacobs,  of  the  boat  Col.  Little  John,  who 
was  assisting  with  the  insane  man,  though  in  the 
midst  of  this  destructive  scene,  was  saved.  James 
Henry,  bookseller,  fell  outside  of  the  crowd  and 
saved  himself. 

Among  the  hats  recovered,  was  one  with  a letter 
directed  to  “Jonathan  Hart.”  Mr.  Carr,  of  the 
Pearl  street  house,  was  slightly  injured  but  saved 
himself.  Thomas  Green,  ot  the  firm  of  Rathboune, 
Chapin  & Green,  was  surrounded  by  struggling  men 
and  horses,  swam  out.  A young  man  (Samuel  H. 
Ramson),  saved  himself  and  an  old  man  who  was 
exhausted  and  sinking.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Juliet,  Illi- 
nois, son  of  J.  Q.  Wilson,  of  this  city,  swam  out. 
Captain  Morgan,  of  a canal  boat,  saved  himself.  A 
man,  whose  name  we  could  not  learn,  was  saved 
with  a broken  arm.  Daniel  Gravit,  engraver,  swam 
out.  Several  cartmen, among  whom  we  recognized 
David  Terry,  John  W.  Butler,  Charles  Rock,  John 
Stackpoleand  Peter  Simonds,  saved  themselves  and 
horses. 

This  dreadful  loss  of  life  was  occasioned  by  the 
refractory  conduct  of  the  insane  man  who  was  refus- 
ing to  go  with  his  keeper.  His  resistance  drew  a 
crowd  which  blocked  up  the  passage  until  the  mass 
of  people  and  carts  became  too  heavy  for  the  draw. 
Officer  Hinman,  at  the  moment  the  draw  gave  away, 
was  endeavoring  to  disperse  the  crowd. 

A large  number  of  citizens  continued  their  search 
for  the  bodies  until  dark.  Several  missing  persons 
are  supposed  to  be  numbered  among  the  dead. 


Medical  gentlemen  continued  their  efforts  to  re- 
store life  until  hope  expired.  All  their  exertions 
were  unavailing.  Several  bodies  were  recovered 
within  five  minutes  after  the  fall,  and  we  can  only 
account  for  the  abortiveness  of  every  effort  to  resus- 
citate life  by  supposing  that  the  persons  lost  were 
injured  by  the  fall  or  wounded  before  they  sunk. 

Our  medical  men,  (among  whom  we  noticed  doc- 
tors Coggswell,  Armsby,  Van  Olicda,  McNaughton, 
Hinkley  and  Staats),  were  prompt  and  untiring  in 
their  efforts  to  restore  life,  in  two  or  three  instan- 
ces respiration  was  slightly  effected,  but  all  finally 
sunk. 

The  mayor,  who  was  early  on  the  spot,  assisted 
to  save  two  boys  who  were  nearly  exhausted. 

Among  the  citizens  who  made  praiseworthy  ef- 
forts to  save  lives  and  recover  bodies,  were  colonel 
Groesbeck,  Robert  L.  Kearney,  John  McCardle, 
Edward  Brinkboff,  S.  M.  Fish,  J.  E.  Gavit,  David 
Terry,  jr.  Elijah  Brainard,  and  several  others  whose- 
names  do  not  occur  to  us. 

The  Albany  Argus,  describing  the  transactions, 
says — “Instantly  citizens  ran  to  the  scene  of  dan- 
ger, and  put  off  in  boats  to  the  rescue  of  those  who 
were  struggling  for  life.  The  surface  of  the  water 
was  literally  black  with  the  moving  heads,  and  with 
floating  hats,  papers,  &c.  As  soon  as  these  were 
taken  into  the  boats  the  broken  portion  of  the  draw 
was  taken  away,  and  then  commenced  the  search 
and  efforts  to  recover  the  bodies  that  had  fallen  un- 
der it.  At  sundovyn,  19  bodies  had  been  recovered, 
which,  with  one  recovered  to-day,  makes  an  aggre- 
gate of  twenty  persons  ascertained  to  have  been 
drowned.  The  following  names,  in  addition  to  those 
mentioned  above,  are  given:  James  Quackenbossj  a 
boy  belonging  to  the  canal  boat  Mohawk;  Joseph 
Welch,  hackman,  Albany;  John  Rierdon,  carpenter, 
Albany.  Samuel  A.  Chamberlain,  aged  eleven,  son 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  of  Canada,  an  intelligent  and 
promising  boy,  who,  with  his  father  and  other  rela- 
tives, had  been  a few  days  in  town. 

The  labor  of  dragging  or  searching  the  basin 
was  resumed  this  morning,  and  one  body,  that  of 
master  Chamberlain,  recovered.  The  probability 
is  that  all  have  been  found,  although  there  are  ru- 
mors of  one  or  two  missing  boys  from  families  in  the 
city. 

Eight  bodies,  not  claimed  by  relatives,  were  de- 
posited on  Saturday  night  in  the  City  Hall.  On 
Sunday  morning,  three  of  them  were  removed  by 
friends,  and  the  funeral  of  the  remaining  five  took 
place  from  the  City  Hall  at  1 o’clock,  P.  M.  under 
the  direction  of  the  corporation,  attended  by  several 
of  the  clergy  and  a large  concourse  of  citizens. 

Jacob  Plateau,  reported  drowned,  is  alive. 

Charles  Moseley,  severely  wounded  in  the  head 
and  side — delirious. 

Ten  Eyck  Quackenbush,  dangerously  wounded 
in  the  head. 

John  McKernan,  porter  at  Congress  Hall,  was  ta- 
ken from  the  water,  with  his  shoulder  badly  dislo- 
cated. 


Connelly,  a blacksmith  is  said  to  have  had  his 
thigh  broken. 

VIRGINIA. 

Election.  The  following  is  a particular  statement 
of  the  votes  cast  by  the  people  of  Virginia  at  the 
recent  election  of  members  of  the  legislature  in  that 
state,  compared  by  congressional  districts  and  also 
in  the  total,  with  the  vote  for  president  in  1836. 
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Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

*Banks, 

878 

1513 

1426 

1736 

{Botts, 

1221 

858 

1315 

550 

*Bierne’s, 

1738 

1S04 

2333 

1597 

*Coles’, 

1302 

1738 

1540 

1219 

* Craig’s  j 

1616 

2331 

2617 

2185 

*Dromgoole’s,  683 

1041 

1008 

1356 

{Garland’s, 

1060 

1908 

1800 

1242 

jGoggin’s, 

1274 

1519 

1776 

1092 

{Hill’s, 

999 

1289 

1446 

1383 

*Holleman’s, 

1043 

669 

2002 

1833 

*Hopkin’3, 

400 

2873 

1434 

2703 

{Hunter’s, 

671 

960 

1135 

1114 

*Johnson’s, 

1358 

1762 

2131 

2270 

* Jones’, 

624 

1105 

719 

887 

*Lucas’, 

1503 

1560 

2367 

2072 

{McCarty’s, 

1614 

793 

1779 

840 

*llives’, 

62S 

693 

899 

1233 

*Samue!s’, 

973 

2800 

1146 

2209 

*Steenrod’s, 

1554 

2440 

2559 

2558 

{Taliafarro’s 

827 

S83 

1239 

1181 

{Wise’s, 

1433 

325 

1730 

435 

Total,  23,402 

31,134 

34,402 

31,695 

Van  Buren’s  majority  in  1836,  7,732 

Harrison  do.  1840,  2,707 


Nett  Harrison  gain,  10,439 

* Van  Buren  members.  {Harrison  do.  {Neutral, 
his  district  Harrison. 


ALABAMA. 

Election.  The  following  table  of  the  result  of  the 
election  on  the  3d  inst.  is  from  the  Globe  of  the  22d. 
By  it,  it  appears  that  100  members  of  which  the 
house  consists,  54  are  administration  and  46  whigs 
- — majority  8.  The  administration  majority  in  the 
house  last  year  was  34;  the  whigs  therefore  gain  25 
in  the  house. 


House  of  representatives. 

Adm.  Whig.  Adm.  Whig. 


Autauga, 

1 

1 

Montgomery, 

, o 

2 

Barbour, 

0 

2 

Mobile, 

0 

4 

Bibb, 

0 

2 

Macon, 

0 

1 

Butler, 

0 

2 

Marengo, 

0 

2 

Blount, 

2 

0 

Morgan, 

2 

0 

Benton, 

3 

0 

Madison, 

4 

0 

Baldwin, 

0 

1 

Monroe, 

0 

2 

Chambers, 

0 

2 

Marion, 

1 

0 

Coosa, 

1 

0 

Marshall, 

2 

0 

Clark, 

1 

0 

Perry, 

0 

3 

Cherokee, 

2 

0 

Pickens, 

0 

3 

Conecuch, 

0 

1 

Pike, 

2 

0 

Covington, 

1 

0 

Russell, 

0 

1 

Dale, 

1 

0 

Randolph, 

1 

0 

Dallas, 

0 

2 

Shelby, 

0 

2 

DeKalb, 

2 

0 

St.  Clair, 

1 

0 

Fayette, 

2 

0 

Sumter, 

1 

o 

Franklin, 

3 

0 

Talladega, 

2 

0 

Greene, 

0 

3 

Tallapocsa, 

1 

0 

Heury, 

2 

0 

Tuscaloosa, 

0 

4 

Jefferson, 

2 

0 

Washington, 

1 

0 

Jackson, 

4 

0 

Walker, 

1 

0 

Lauderdale, 

3 

0 

Wilcox, 

0 

2 

Lawrence, 

3 

0 

— 

— 

Limestone, 

2 

0 

54 

46 

Lowmdes, 

0 

2 

Senate.  The  following  is  a complete  list  of  the 
senators’  names — adminstration  in  italics: 


Augusta  and  Coosa,  Hall 

Benton,  Clark. 

Butler  and  Pike,  Womack. 

Barbour  and  Russell,  Bu- 
ford. 

Chambers  and  Randolph, 
Reese. 

De  Kalb  and  Cherokee, 
Smith. 

Dallas,  Phillips. 

Fayette  and  Marion,  Wil- 
son. 

Franklin,  Hudson. 

Greene,  Riddle. 

Henry,  Covington,  and 
Dale,  McAllister. 

Jackson,  Wilson. 

Lauderdale,  McVay. 

Lowndes,  Cottrell. 

Limestone,  Terry. 

Lawrence,  Rogers. 


Marshall  andBIout.Zfoyrf. 
Mobile,  Toulmin. 
Montgomery,  Oliver. 
Madison,  Turner. 
Marengo,  Alston. 

Monroe  and  Conecuch, 
Andress. 

Morgan,  Rice. 

Pickens,  King. 

Perry,  Lea. 

St.  Clair,  Farrar. 

Shelby  and  Bibb,  Wat- 
rous. 

Sumpter,  Jones. 
Tuscaloosa,  Dent. 
Talladega,  McConnell. 
Tallapoosa  and  Macon, 
Dailey. 

Wilcox,  Ross. 
Washington,  Clarke,  &c. 
Creasih. 


Administration  20,  whig  13.  The  senate  last  year 
stood  23  adm.  and  10  whigs,  adm.  majority  13 — 
which  is  reduced  to  7 by  the  recent  election.  The 
administration  majority  on  joint  baliot  last  year  was 
47 — it  is  now  15. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Elections.  The  election  returns  are  so  generally 
received,  that  the  following  table  of  the  result  will 
be  found  sufficiently  accurate  for  record. 

The  election  for  governor  in  1836,  is  selected  for 
comparison,  because  that  election  was  warmly  con- 
tested between  parties  in  August  of  that  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  w’hig  candidate  was  then 
elected  by  a majority  of  nearly  five  thousand  votes 
and  the  members  chosen  to  the  legislature  were  about 
equally  divided,  yet  when  the  presidential  election 
came  on  in  November  following,  the  whigs  suffered 
the  election  to  go  by  default:  although  the  Van  Buren 
electoral  ticket  received  5,167  votes  less  than  the 
Van  Buren  candidate  for  governor  had  obtained  in 
August,  yet  it  was  elected  by  a majority  of  3,767 
votes— the  whig  vote  being  13,792  less  than  at  the 
election  for  governor. 

Atthe  election  for  congressmen  in  1837,  the  whigs 
rallied  their  party  again,  and  succeeded  in  electing 
nine  of  the  thirteen  representatives. 

At  the  election  for  the  legislature  in  1838,  the 
whigs  carried  both  houses,  the  senate  by  a majority 
of  four,  and  the  house  by  a majority  ot  ten,  and  the 
whig  governor  was  elected  by  a large  majority. 

The  recent  election  assumed  more  than  usual  in- 
terest from  the  circumstance  of  the  two  senators  of 
the  state  in  the  U.  S.  senate  having  resigned  their 
seats  prior  to  the  election,  inconsequence  of  having 
received  intimations  from  the  legislature  in  relation 
to  certain  of  their  votes,  and  with  the  express  view 
of  appealing  to  the  people  thereon.  A warm  poli- 
tical canvass  of  the  state  ensured  and  a very  large 
vote  has  been  polled. 

In  the  state  senate  the  whigs  will  have  a majori- 
ty of  two. 
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-1840  — 

f . 

' 

r 

jS 

CO 

J*. 

4 

<k> 

"Q 

CO 

-c; 

•Sp 

£ 

W. 

A. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig.  Adm. 

Anson, 

3 

0 

1,100 

422 

1,012 

274 

Ashe, 

1 

0 

40mj.  376 

431 

Buncombe,  &. 

0 

f 855 

341 

1,194 

533 

Henderson, 

r 

( 451 

46  (new  county) 

Bladen, 

0 

2 

329 

451 

324 

345 

Brunswick, 

1 

0 

347 

246 

359 

124 

Burke, 

4 

0 

1,555 

367 

1,257 

516 

Beaufort, 

3 

0 

846 

363 

755 

236 

Bertie, 

3 

0 

483 

468 

336 

489 

Cabarrus, 

2 

0 

840 

395 

643 

227 

Caswell, 

0 

3 

270 

1,137 

116 

1,067 

Camden, 

1 

0 

524 

91 

425 

49 

Currituck, 

0 

2 

150 

528 

70 

419 

Craven, 

2 

1 

671 

643 

268 

669 

Columbus, 

0 

1 

242 

288 

210 

185 

Chowan, 

2 

O 

292 

203 

312 

167 

Cumberland, 

0 

3 

621 

952 

499 

800 

Carteret, 

2 

0 

448 

282 

371 

243 

"'hatham, 

4 

0 

1,075 

603 

932 

627 

» ,’uplin, 

0 

3 

234 

766 

300 

754 

Javidson, 

3 

0 

1,409 

470 

1,289 

69 

Edgecombe, 

0 

3 

111 

1,298 

71 

1,191 

Franklin, 

0 

3 

383 

636 

308 

564 

Granville, 

4 

0 

873 

760 

977 

391 

Greene, 

1 

0 

308 

258 

171 

275 

Guilford, 

4 

0 

2,211 

469 

1,145 

475 

Gates, 

0 

1 

llmj.  229 

390 

Halifax, 

4 

0 

622 

446 

565 

465 

Hertford, 

2 

0 

395 

231 

376 

264 

Haywood, 

1 

0 

438 

202 

143 

459 

Hyde, 

1 

0 

485 

179 

450 

158 

Iredell, 

4 

0 

1,668 

331 

1,283 

226 

Johnston, 

1 

2 

574 

611 

364 

672 

Jones, 

1 

0 

212 

121 

228 

121 

Lincoln, 

0 

5 

933 

2,056 

695 

1,674 

Lenoir, 

0 

2 

265 

386 

192 

385 

Montgomery, 

3 

0 

1.102 

139 

1,048 

93 

Mecklenburg, 

0 

4 

984 

1,201 

869 

1,095 

Martin, 

0 

2 

344 

570 

251 

519 

Macon  and  ) 
Cherokee,  ) 

1 

0 

723 

333 

275 

450 

Moore, 

1 

0 

560 

517 

342 

545 

Northampton, 

3 

0 

543 

519 

604 

239 

Nash, 

0 

2 

73 

782 

102 

679 

New  Hanover, 

0 

3 

219 

899 

224 

706 

Onslow, 

0 

2 

142 

690 

252 

518 

Orange, 

4 

1 

1,664 

1,549 

1,237 

1,132 

Pasquotank, 

2 

0 

666 

222 

491 

259 

Perquimons, 

1 

0 

494 

124 

479 

49 

Pitt,  ■ 

3 

0 

625 

519 

483 

518 

Person, 

0 

3 

272 

583 

230 

498 

Randolph, 

3 

0 

1,290 

343 

1,009 

112 

Richmond, 

3 

0 

672 

79 

616 

63 

Rutherford, 

4 

0 

1,652 

546 

1,478 

588 

Robeson, 

1 

1 

601 

568 

409 

508 

Rowan  and  ) 
Davie,  ) 

4 

°l 

594 

668 

627 

247 

1,642 

117 

Rockingham, 

0 

3 

533 

1 ,000 

300 

846 

Sampson, 

0 

3 

478 

739 

419 

666 

Surry, 

4 

0 

1,129 

978 

887 

1,033 

Stokes, 

3 

1 

1,167 

1.190 

828 

802 

Tyrrell, 

1 

0 

394tnj. 

400 

25 

Wilkes, 

3 

0 

1,425 

127 

1,126 

156 

Warren, 

0 

3 

88 

705 

92 

673 

Washington, 

2 

0 

379 

95 

377 

34 

Wayne, 

0 

3 

263 

777 

180 

716 

Wake, 

0 

4 

1,030 

1,157 

864 

891 

Vancy, 

0 

1 

391 

419 

105 

542 

103  67 

43,794  35,335  35,864  31,006 

67 

35,335 

31,006 

Whig  maj. 

36 

8,459 

4,858 

Do.  in  1S36 

4,85S 

Whig  gain 

3,601 

KENTUCKY. 

Congressional  candidate.  John  B.  Thompson,  esq. 
of  Harrodsburgh,  i3  a candidate  for  congress  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son. 

Extra  session.  The  legislature  assembled  on  the 
19th  inconsequence  of  the  governor’s  proclamation. 
Samuel  Hanson,  esq.  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
senate.  James  Stonestreet,  clerk;  John  Mayhall, 
sergeat-at-arms;  Mr.  Banks,  door  keeper.  In  the 
house  of  representatives  Charles  S.  Morehead  was 
elected  speaker;  Thos.  J.  Helm,  clerk;  Joseph 
Gray,  sergeat-at-arms;  Joseph  Clarke,  door  keeper. 

Governor  Wickliff’s  message  is  brief,  and  seems 
to  incline  (o  the  idea  that  little  other  business  than 
that  for  which  they  were  especially  convened  would 
be  transacted.  1 


ELECTION  RETURNS  — VOTE  FOR  GOVERNOR. 

, 1836 , , 1840 — 


(W.) 

, Clark. 

Adair,  336 

Allen,  199 

Anderson,  170 

Bracken,  395 

Bourbon,  737 

Boone,  645 

Butler,  160 

Bullitt,  197 

Barren,  965 

Bath,  541 

Breathitt,  (new  co.) 
Breckenridge,  694 

Clay,  356 

Campbell,  396 

Carroll,  (new  co.) 
Clarke,  943 

Christian,  689 

Cumberland,  562 

Caldwell,  458 

Calloway,  178 

Casey,  187 

Carter,  (new  co.) 
Clinton,  199 

Daviess,  408 

Estill,  455 

Edmondson,  152 

Fayette,  1,041 

Franklin,  480 

Fleming,  88 1 

Floyd,  112 

Garrard,  707 

Greenup,  406 

Green,  413 

Grant,  186 

Gallatin,  727 

Grayson,  255 

Graves,  175 

Harrison,  438 

Henderson,  384 

Hardin,  805 

Harlan,  249 

Hickman,  327 

Hopkins,  419 

Henry,  576 

Hart,  239 

Hancock,  83 

Jefferson,  561 

Jesamine,  502 

Kenton,  (new  co.) 

Knox,  479 

Louisville  city,  1,248 
Lewis,  320 

Livingston,  256 

Lincoln,  629 

Logan,  935 

Lawrence,  265 

Laurel,  246 

Mason,  924 

Marion,  373 

Mercer,  471 

Madison,  1,041 

Montgomery,  559 

Muhlenburg,  406 

Monroe,  193 

McCracken,  212 

Morgan,  57 

Meade,  362 

Nelson,  786 

Nicholas,  509 

Ohio,  334 

Owen,  265 

Oldham,  305 

Pike.  57 

Pendleton,  133 

Pulaski,  566 

Perry,  134 

Russell,  315 

Rockcastle,  3S8 

Scott,  487 

Shelby,  924 

Simpson,  300 

Spencer,  359 

Trigg,  262 

Trimble,  (new  co.) 

Todd,  517 

Union,  193 

Woodford,  675 

Wayne,  350 

Whitley,  356 

Warren,  704 

Washington,  438 


(V.B.) 

(W.) 

(V.B.) 

Flour. 

Letcher 

French. 

329 

531 

535 

317 

341 

522 

438 

267 

479 

289 

661 

310 

399 

1,098 

491 

478 

792 

* 549 

219 

209 

226 

194 

340 

194 

955 

1,166 

934 

634 

729 

783 

217 

135 

SOI 

282 

136 

430 

126 

667 

337 

494 

379 

263 

138 

926 

326 

3S2 

918 

535 

94 

520 

73 

536 

598 

669 

694 

188 

1,090 

213 

404 

113 

86 

363 

159 

329 

58 

343 

617 

450 

337 

473 

314 

155 

221 

182 

502 

1,371 

762 

548 

623 

534 

526 

1,086 

625 

384 

168 

623 

285 

1,079 

198 

222 

508 

375 

622 

632 

646 

242 

330 

406 

320 

353 

277 

229 

367 

286 

388 

271 

630 

686 

796 

859 

404 

577 

479 

355 

1,242 

591 

171 

277 

15 

522 

342 

724 

493 

639 

587 

799 

816 

877 

334 

464 

325 

62 

190 

97 

484 

1,076 

824 

362 

645 

368 

455 

666 

53 

595 

62 

605 

2,081 

966 

419 

504 

390 

473 

630 

515 

242 

965 

229 

256 

1,040 

239 

216 

143 

468 

106 

421 

85 

3S6 

1,495 

622 

535 

704 

329 

861 

1,094 

1,183 

397 

1,241 

529 

374 

641 

527 

263 

644 

190 

238 

118maj. 

124 

355 

249 

406 

171 

564 

66 

573 

129 

218 

1,073 

326 

615 

740 

659 

245 

478 

323 

443 

401 

695 

602 

459 

538 

201 

167 

200 

206 

292 

456 

446 

826 

572 

165 

245 

180 

69 

362 

120 

82 

481 

32 

824 

723 

1,042 

414 

1,373 

638 

289 

441 

283 

198 

447 

367 

233 

470 

499 

247 

365 

225 

609 

202 

269 

453 

438 

377 

694 

329 

415 

659 

224 

49 

536 

73 

348 

843 

453 

529 

691 

600 

38,587  30,491  54,999  39,15S 

30,491  39,158 


8,096  15,841 


For  lieutenant  governor.  The  vote  stands  for  the 
whig  candidate  52,423 

The  administration  candidate,  35,890 


Whig  majority  16,533 

Legislature.  The  senate  is  composed  of  38  mem- 
bers— 23  of  whom  are  whigs,  and  14  administration 
men,  and  one  vacancy.  TLhe  house  of  representa- 
tives  consists  of  100  members — 76  of  whom  are 
whigs  and  24  administration  men. 

SENATORS 

Elected  for  four  years.  The  figures,  (1,  2,  3,  4), 
indicate  the  number  of  years  the  member  has  yet  to 
serve. 

1st  district — Thomas  James,  for  the  counties  of 
Hickman,  Graves  and  McCracken — 4. 

2nd  district— James  C.  Weller,  for  the  counties 
of  Caldwell,  Livingston  and  Union — 1. 

3rd  district — Samuel  B.  Jesup,  for  the  counties 
of  Christian  and  Todd — 3. 

4th  district— James  V.  Walker,  for  the  counties  of 
Logan  and  Simpson — 2. 

5th  district — Wm.  R.  Griffith,  for  the  counties  of 
Henderson,  Hopkins  and  Daviess — 4. 

6th  district — Richard  S.  Ford,  for  the  counties  of 
Warren  and  Allen— 1. 

7th  district— Asa  Young,  for  the  county  of  Bar- 
ren— 4. 

8th  district — Wm.  C.  Sympson,  for  the  counties 
of  Green  and  Hart — 4. 

9th  district — John  S.  Barlow,  for  the  counties  of 
Monroe,  Cumberland  and  Clinton — 1. 

10th  district — Parker  C.  Hardin,  for  the  counties 
of  Adair,  Casey  and  Russell — 4. 

11th  district — Tunstall  Quarles,  for  the  counties 
of  Pulaski  and  Wayne — 4. 

12th  district— Wm.  Sterett,  for  the  counties  of 
Hancock,  Breckenridge  and  Ohio — 3. 

13th  district— James  G.  Pitts,  for  the  counties  of 
Grayson,  Butler,  Muhlenburg  and  Edmonson— 2. 

14th  district — Jesse  Craddock,  for  the  counties  of 
Hardin  and  Meade — 4. 

15th  district — Jas.  Guthrie,  for  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville and  county  of  Jefferson — 3. 

16th  district— James  N.  Hughes,  for  the  counties 
of  Henry,  Oldham  and  Trimble — 3. 

17th  district— George  W.  Johnson,  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Shelby — 2. 

18th  district  G.  Clayton  Slaughter,  for  the  county 
of  Nelson — 3. 

19lh  district — James  Schooling,  for  the  counties 
of  Marion  and  Washington — 1. 

20th  district — John  A.  Tomlinson,  for  the  county 
of  Mercer — 1. 

21st  district — Isaac  Burnett,  for  the  counties  of 
Trigg  and  Calloway — 2. 

22nd  district— Winfred  G.  Bailey,  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Lincoln  and  Garrard — 4. 

23rd  district— Charles  J.  Walker,  for  the  county 
of  Madison — 2. 

24th  district — Franklin  Ballinger,  for  the  counties 
of  Knox,  Whitely,  Laurel  and  Rockcastle — 1. 

25th  district — John  Wallace,  for  the  counties  of 
Boone,  Grant,  Gallatin  and  Carroll— 2. 

26th  district — Wm.  Be  Courcey,  for  the  counties 
of  Campbell,  Kenton  and  Pendleton— 1. 

27th  district— John  S.  Morgan,  for  the  counties  of 
Nicholas  and  Bourbon — 2. 

28th  district — Cyrus  Wingate,  for  the  counties  of 
Franklin,  Owen  and  Anderson — 4. 

29th  district — John  Pratt,  for  the  counties  of  Scott 
and  Harrison — 2. 

30th  district— Mark  E.  Huston,  for  the  counties 
of  Spencer  and  Bullitt — 1. 

31st  district— Vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Robert 
Wicklift'e. 

32nd  district — Wm.  Clarke,  for  the  counties  of 
Jessamine  and  Woodford — 2. 

33rd  district— Samuel  L.  Williams,  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Montgomery  and  Clarke — 4. 

34th  district — James  M.  Rice,  for  the  counties  of 
Greenup,  Carter,  Lawrence  and  Pike — 2. 

35th  district — Daniel  Morgan,  for  the  counties  of 
Fleming  and  Lewis — 3. 

36th  district— Thomas  Y.  Payne,  for  the  counties 
of  Mason  and  Bracken — 3. 

37th  district — Mason  Williams,  for  the  counties 
of  Morgan,  Floyd  and  Bath — 3. 

38th  district — Samuel  Hanson,  for  the  counties  of 
Estill,  Clay,  Perry,  Harlan  and  Breathitt— 3. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Adair — George  A.  Caldwell. 

Allen — Robert  H.  Paris. 

Anderson — lohn  Draffin. 

Barren — B.  M.  Crenshaw  and  Jos.  B.  Stockton. 
Bracken— William  C.  Marshall. 

Butler  and  Edmonson— Ambrose  Kirtley. 

Bourbon — John  Cunningham  and  C.  ».  Brent. 
Bullitt— John  Graham. 

Bath— Harvey  C.  Hazlerigg. 
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Breckenridge — John  Calhoon. 

Boone — Randal  Latimer. 

Caldwell — Jesse  Stephens. 

Cumberland  and  Clinton — James  Haggard. 

Carroll  and  Gallatin— Edmund  W.  Hawkins. 

Casey — George  C.  Rifi'e. 

Clay  and  Perry — Elijah  Combs,  jr. 

Calloway — James  Brien. 

Campbell — John  J.  Thomas. 

Clarke — Pleasant  Bush. 

Christian — J.  F.  Buckner  and  D.  H.  Harrison. 
Daviess — George  W.  Triplett. 

Estill — Ebenezer  Park. 

Fayette — C.  Curie,  Jno.  Curd  and  C.  M.  Clay. 
Franklin — Charles  S.  Morehead. 

Floyd  and  Pike — Alexander  Lackey. 

Fleming — John  H.  Botts  and  Woodson  Morgan. 
Frayson — William  M.  Gray. 

Grant — Napoleon  B.  Stephens. 

Graves — John  Worthan. 

Greenup — Basil  Waring. 

Garrard — George  B.  Mason. 

Green — Wm.  N.  Marshall  and  Aaron  Harding. 
Hopkins — Hiram  H.  Smith. 

Henderson — Thomas  Towles,  jr. 

Harrison — Aiex’r  H.  Innis  and  Hugh  Newell. 

Hardin — John  Cofer  and  James  W.  Hays. 

Hart — George  Craddock. 

Henry — Charles  T.  Chilton. 

Hickman — John  Shaw. 

Jefferson — Wm.  R.  Vance  and  Warrick  Miller. 
Jessamine — Tucker  Woodson. 

Kenton — John  A.  Goodson. 

Knox  and  Harlan — Green  Adams. 

Louisville  city — W.  F.  Bullock  and  J.  Rudd. 
Livingston — Joseph  Watts. 

Lincoln — David  Shanks. 

Laurel — Mark  Watkins. 

Lawrence  and  Carter — Green  V.  Goble. 

Lewis — Mandley  Trussed. 

Logan — J.  W.  Davidson  and  S.  W.  Atkinson. 
Muhlenburg — B.  E.  Pittman. 

Mason — T.  M.  Forman  and  C.  A.  Marshall. 
Montgomery — James  Bruton. 

Monroe — William  G.  Howard. 

Morgan  and  Breathitt — J.  W.  South. 

Meade — James  D.  Perciful. 

Madison — W.  Chenault  and  Jefferson  Williams. 
Marion — John  Shunk. 

McCracken — Robert  Fletcher. 

Mercer — Elijah  Gabbert  and  Thomas  P.  Moore. 
Nicholas — John  Raymon. 

Nelson — James  P.  Hardin  and  Thomas  Speed. 

Ohio  and  Hancock — John  H.  McHenry. 

Owen — Joseph  W.  Rowlett. 

Oldham — E.  M.  Taylor. 

Pendleton— Thomas  W.  Hart. 

Pulaski — Berry  Smith. 

Rockcastle — Charles  Colyer. 

Russell — William  W.  Lair. 

Shelby — James  Ford  and  James  C.  Sprigg. 

Scott — George  W.  Johnson. 

Spencer — James  Wakefield. 

Simpson — Davis  S.  Hammond, 

Todd — Benjamin  H.  Reeves. 

Trigg — Lessonby  Nance. 

Trimble — John  J.  Thomasson. 

Union — John  Imboden. 

Wayne — Leo  Haydon. 

Woodford — Zachariah  White. 

Warren — W.  V.  Loving  and  James  R.  Skiles. 
Whitley — Joel  Snyder. 

Washington — Robert. Mitchell. 

Administration  members  names  in  italic. 

OHIO. 

General  Harrison.  While  surrounded  by  all  that 
is  most  flattering  to  a noble  heart,  fame,  the  certain 
evidence  of  the  love  and  esteem  of  his  countrymen, 
and  the  sure  prospect  of  the  richest  and  most  glo- 
rious reward  which  they  can  bestow  upon  him  for 
hi3  past  faithful  and  devoted  services  to  his  country, 
private  griefs  hang  heavily  upon  his  spirit.  Heaven, 
as  if  to  remind  him  of  the  emptiness  of  earthly  ho- 
nors, is  visiting  him  with  afflict  ions  in  the  domestic 
circle.  He  has  buried,  since  1835,  three  sons;  re- 
cently he  had  consigned  to  the  grave  another,  a 
young  and  promising  son,  just  entering  the  age  of 
manhood;  his  youngest  and  only  remaining  one  is 
suffering  from  a severe  wound;  his  wife,  the  parti- 
cipator in  all  the  varied  vicissitudes  of  joy  and  sor- 
row of  his  eventful  life,  still  continues  dangerously 
ill,  and,  it  is  feared,  is  about  to  be  taken  from  him. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

MISSOURI. 

The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  17th  says  that  ac- 
cording to  the  latest  information,  the  members  elect 
of  the  legislature  stand  as  follows:  46  n higs  and  49 
Van  Burenites  in  the  house.  The  senate  will  stand 
15  whigs  and  18  Van  Burenites. 

In  52  counties  heard  from  the  majority  for  the 
Van  Buren  candidate  for  governor  is  4,667. 


Election  returns  of  1838.  As  a matter  of  refe- 
rence the  following  table  of  the  result  ot  the  elec- 
tion which  took  place  in  1838  will  be  convenient 
now  to  compare  with. 
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17,193  16,708  23,425  23,187 

FLORIDA. 

Indian  Key  destroyed,  and  the  inhabitants  butcher- 
ed by  the  Indians. — Again  it  becomes  our  melancho- 
ly duty  to  record  the  cold  blooded  butchery  of  men, 
women  and  children,  by  the  sanguinary  Seminoles. 
Again  has  the  treacherous  savages  bathed  their 
tomahawks  and  scalping  knives  hilt  deep  in  human 
blood,  burning  houses  and  destroying  property,  and 
been  allowed  deliberately  to  retire  in  security  to 
their  fastnesses,  to  prepare  for  another  attack  on 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  Florida,  whenever  a 
favorable  opportunity  shall  offer.  These  scenes 
may,  and  probably  will  be  reiterated  time  and  again, 
unless  some  more  energetic  measures  are  adopted  to 
drive  them  from  the  territory,  or  the  inhabitants  flee 
from  their  homes  and  country,  leaving  the  Indians 
in  undisputed  possession. 

The  intelligence  of  this  most  disastrous  occur- 
rence was  brought  to  this  port  by  captain  Kenyon, 
of  the  schooner  Victoria,  arrived  at  quarantine 
yesterday  from  Key  West.  He  states  that  a wreck- 
ing vessel  arrived  at  Key  West,  from  Indian  Key, 
7th  inst.  with  a few  of  the  survivors,  who  stated 
that  a number  of  Indians  in  their  canoes,  attacked 
Indian  Key  on  the  night  of  the  5th  instant,  and  after 
murdering  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  filling  their 
canoes  with  plunder,  burnt  the  whole  settlement, 
consisting  of  about  30  houses,  dwellings  and  stores. 
The  Indians  remained  until  noon  on  the  following 
day,  when  they  left  for  the  main.  The  survivors 
were  concealed  during  this  time  under  a wharf,  and 
left  immediately  aftei;  the  Indians  departed  for  Key 
West.  Our  informant,  not  having  conversed  with 
any  of  the  survivors,  is  unable  to  give  us  a more 
detailed  account.  It  was  stated  at  Key  West,  that 
some  two  or  three  of  the  inhabitants  of  Indian  Key 


had  made  their  escape  in  one  of  the  Indian  canoes, 
and  arrived  at  Tea  Table  Key,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  [Charleston  Courier  of  the  20th  inst. 

The  following  letter  from  our  attentive  corres- 
pondent at  Key  West,  gives  some  additional  parti- 
culars of  the  horrid  massacre: 

Key  West,  August  1840. 

Dear.sirs: — We  were  alarmed  on  ihe  morning 
of  the  8th  instant,  by  the  arrival  here  of  a great  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Key  Vacas.  They  had  left 
their  homes  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  a small 
boat,  with  some  negroes  from  Indian  Key,  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  who  reported  that  a number  of 
Indians  had  landed  on  Indian  Key,  immediately 
after  the  moon  had  gone  down;  they  think  from  100 
to  150  in  number,  that  morning,  and  had  murdered 
all  of  its  inhabitants,  and  burnt  their  houses.  A 
party  from  this,  immediately  went  on  board  of  the 
wrecking  sloop  Vevilia,  and  started.  They  had 
not  proceeded  many  miles,  when  they  encountered 
the  wrecking  schooner  Gen.  Washington,  direct 
from  Indian  Key,  whose  captain  informed  them, 
that  it  was  unnecessary  for  them  to  proceed  further 
as  all  of  the  houses,  except  one,  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Charles  Howe,  inspector  of  custom? 
were  destroyed — and  that  the  Indians  had  left  tl 
Island  about  10  o’clock,  A.  M.of  the  7th,  taki  \ 
away  all  that  they  wanted,  in  the  boats  belongi  L, 
to  the  Key.  It  appears,  so  soon  as  the  alarm  wa 
given  by  the  yells  of  the  Indians,  Mr.  Houseman 
and  wife,  and  Mr.  Howe,  wife  and  five  children, 
were  successful  in  making  their  escape,  and  went 
to  Tea  Table  Key,  which  is  about  one  mile  and  a 
half. 

Dr.  Perrine,  wife  and  three  children  remained  in 
their  house  for  a short  time,  when  the  doctor  went 
to  the  cupalo  and  spoke  to  the  Indians  in  Spanish, 
but  it  is  supposed  they  then  shot  him,  for  he  was 
not  again  seen.  His  lady,  with  her  two  daughters 
and  son,  retreated  to  the  Turtle  Crawl,  near  the 
house,  watched  their  opportunity,  and  while  the 
Indians  were  plundering,  started- in  a boat  for  an 
old  hulk,  lying  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
Key,  where  they  remained  until  day-light,  when 
they  were  taken  away  by  a boat  from  Tea  Table 
Kev.  Mr.  John  Motte,  master  of  the  wrecking 
sloop  Key  West,  with  his  wife,  two  children  and 
his  mother,  retired  for  the  purpose  of  secreting 
them  in  the  privy;  but  poor  unfortunate  people, 
they  were  soon  dragged  out,  and  Mr.  Motte  and 
wife  were  shot — the  mother  escaping  to  the  water, 
by  which  she  was  saved — they  then  dashed  out  the 
brains  of  the  two  infants  against  the  rocks,  and  left 
them  with  the  corpses  of  the  parents.  As  the  house 
of  Dr.  P.  was  burnt,  his  body  must  have  been  con- 
sumed in  it.  A lad  about  12  years  old,  brother  of 
Mrs.  E.  Smith,  hid  himself  in  the  cistern  of  Mr. 
Houseman’s  house— with  a carpenter  named  Blocks 
— the  latter  was  saved,  but  much  burnt;  the  lad 
perished  in  the  flames.  The  only  other  person  on 
the  Key,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  hurt,  was  Mr. 
Otis,  a carpenter — he  was  wounded  by  a rifle  ball, 
which  has  been  extracted  and  he  is  doing  well.  At 
Tea  Table  Key,  a U.  S.  post,  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  Indian  Key,  there  were  about  12  invalids, 
in  charge  of  a doctor  of  the  U.  S.  army.  The  rest 
of  the  detachment  of  marines,  under  command  of 
lieut.  Sloan,  had  left  about  48  hours  before,  in  the 
U.  S.  schooner  Wave,  for  Cape  Romano,  to  join  the 
expedition  of  boats  in  the  everglades,  under  com- 
mand of  lieut.  com’g  McLaughlin.  Nevertheless, 
the  doctor,  so  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  attack,  with 
five  of  his  invalids  and  Mr.  Houseman,  pushed  to- 
wards the  scene  of  action,  with  a barge,  in  which 
was  mounted  a gun,  which  they  discharged,  on  ap- 
proaching the  place — it  recoiled  and  went  over- 
board. The  Indians  left  their  plunder,  and  walked 
a3  far  as  they  could  in  the  water  toward  the  boats, 
distributing  themselves  and  firing,  by  which  they 
wounded  one  of  the  doctor’s  men,  and  obliged  him 
to  haul  off. 

The  following  persons  were  on  the  Key  at  the 
attack — Mr.  Houseman  and  wife,  Mr.  Charles 
Howe,  wife  and  5 children,  Dr.  Perrine,  wife  and  3 
children,  Mrs.  Elliott  Smith,  child,  brother  and 
mother,  John  Motte,  wife  and  3 children,  Messrs. 
Otis,  Blocks  and  Glass,  carpenters,  Mr.  Goodhue, 
clerk  of  Mr.  Houseman,  8 men,  crew  of  wrecking 
sloop  Key  West,  and  some  10  or  12  negroes,  the 
latter  all  saved.  Out  of  this  number,  Mr.  Motte, 
wife  and  2 children,  are  destroyed,  and  Dr.  Perrine 
and  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Smith,  with  all  ol  the 
houses,  except  one  of  Mr.  Howe’s.  A boat  in 
charge  of  Charles  Stuart,  was  immediately  sent 
from  this  place  with  the  news  to  Cape  Florida,  and 
one  from  this  to  Cape  Romano,  with  the  hopes  that 
some  of  the  Indians  might  be  intercepted  on  their 
return.  Charles  Stuart  and  one  other  mar.  had  been 
a hunting,  and  were  in  the  act  of  landing  on  Indian 
Key,  when  they  were  warned  by  the  yells  of  the 
savages  in  time  to  make  their  escape. 
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Mr.  Howe’s  family  and  the  rest  of  the  unfortu- 
nate sufferers,  are  on  board  of  the  wrecking  schr. 
Sylph,  at  Indian  Key,  awaiting  clothes,  provisions, 
&c.  from  this,  all  of  which  have  been  sent  them  by 
the  sloop  Vevilia,  capt.  Wood.  This  is  rather  an 
imperfect  account,  but  all  of  the  facts  are  strictly 
stated. 

Excitement  at  Tallahassee.  There  has  been 
an  unpleasant  state  of  affairs,  of  which  the  Talla- 
hassee Star  of  the  11th  gives  an  account,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  Van  Buren  convention  held  at 
Ockockney,  in  the  beginning  of  August,  thought 
proper  to  resolve  that  the  whigs  of  Florida  were  in 
league  with  the  northern  abolitionists,  at  which 
the  party  became  indignant.  The  resolution  was 
published  in  the  Floridian,  and  the  writer’s  name 
being  demanded  by  some  of  the  aggrieved  partv 
was,  after  some  hesitation  disclosed  by  the  editor  ol 
that  paper.  Pending  the  discussion,  gov.  Reid 
called  into  Tallahassee  some  military  companies  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  frontier,  and 
stationed  them  round  the  governer's  house,  estab- 
lishing centinals  all  over  the  town.  At  this  the 
citizens  became  very  indignant,  and  a large  meeting 
Convened  in  the  evening,  and  a committee  was  ap 
pointed  who  remonstrated  with  the  governor  on  this 
course,  declaring  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a 
of  a breach  of  the  peace,  and  requesting  ttiat  the 
troops  might  be  withdrawn.  They  represented  that 
the  territorial  government  had  no  right  to  call  these 
troops  from  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  as  the  citi- 
zen soldiery  of  the  city  was  amply  sufficient  to 
quell  all  trouble  if  the  mayor  had  seen  any  resis- 
tance to  make  the  presence  of  the  military  necessa- 
ry- The  Star  says:  “The  committee  after  many 
delays,  obtained  an  audience  of  his  excellency. — 
They  delivered  their  message.  The  governor  re- 
plied, that  he  was  responsible  to  the  president,  and 
not  to  the  people  ol  Florida  for  his  measures — and 
making  a bow  to  the  committee,  turned  upon  his 
heel  and  retired  to  his  private  apartments.  After 
this  cavalier  treatment,  the  committee  wrote  a note 
to  his  excellency,  with  the  view  of  obtained  his 
reasons  in  writing.  The  following  is  his  response: 
Tallahassee,  4th.  A ug . 1840. 

Gentlemen:  Understanding  that  you  desire  a 
reply,  in  writing,  to  your  application  of  this  after- 
noon, I have  to  inform  you,  that  although  I do  not 
admit  your  right  to  question  me  about  the  employ- 
ment ot  the  militia,  ot  wdtich  I am  chief  magistrate, 
yet  my  republican  principles  forbid  tne  to  refuse  an 
answer  to  any  application  of  my  fellow  citizens. 

I state  then,  to  you,  that  the  public  peace  was 
yesterday,  in  repeated  instances,  violated;  that  there 
are  those  in  this  community  who  seem  to  consider 
the  pistol  and  the  Bowie  knife  as  the  laws  of  the 
land;  and  that  I am  determined,  as  governorol  Flo- 
rida, to  assert  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws. 

The  volunteers  are  in  Tallahassee,  therefore,  not 
to  violate  the  public  peace,  but  to  protect  it.  I am 
respectfully,  ourob’t  servant, 

Robert  Reymond  Reid,  gov.  of  Florida. 

Messrs.  Hayward,  Hackley,  Randolph  and  Cope- 
land, of  the  committee. 

When  the  substance  of  this  answer  become 
known,  the  people  began  to  assemble  in  considera- 
ble force;  the  drums  were  beat;  arms  collected;  ar- 
tillery brought  out  and  charged,  and  things  began 
to  look  serious.  Remonstrance  was  however,  again 
tried  with  the  governor,  by  the  citizens  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  last  resort.  Altera  protracted  nego- 
tiation he  consented  to  send  the  troops  away,  and 
on  their  departure  the  excitement  subsided. 

The  following  is  the  letter  addressed  to  the  gover- 
nor by  the  committee  for  the  removal  of  the  troops. 

Tallahassee,  5 th  Aug.  1840. 

To  his  excellency,  Robert  Reymond  Reid,  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Florida: 

Sir:  As  a committee  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
ol  Tallahassee,  we  lay  belore  your  excellency  the 
affidavits  of  Levi  Carlton,  T.  Bezeau,  David  F. 
Wilsor:,  Lewis  H.  Bryant,  Waller,  W.  Taylor  and 
Charles  Quayle,  all  ot  whom  are  citizens  of  Talla- 
hassee, but  one,  who  resides  in  the  county  of  Madi- 
son. These  depositions  prove  that  an  armed  foice, 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
called  to  Tallahassee,  and  as  you  avow  by  your  or- 
der, “to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.” 

.The  citizens  ol  this  place  have  met  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  that  have  induced  your  excellency 
to  call  into  our  city  a military  force,  (that  had 
been  provided  lor  the  defence  of  citizens  on  the 
frontier),  and  after  due  examination  we  have  not 
been  able  to  hear  of  any  disorder  or  violation  of  the 
peace,  except  some  angry  words  that  passed  be- 
tween two  of  our  citizens  a day  or  two  since,  and 
which  has  passed  away  without  any  violence.  We 
can  assure  your  excallency  that  the  citizens  of  Tal- 


lahassee will  maintain  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
city,  that  ahv  legal  process  that  may  be  issued  will 
be  enforced, "and  we  will  give  to  every  individual 
citizen  protection  and  security.  If  your  excellency 
knows  of  any  instance  in  which  resistance  has  been 
offered  to  the  execution  of  any  process  issued  by  a 
judge  or  magistrate  of  the  city  or  county,  the  ci- 
tizens have  not  been  apprised  of  it,  nor  have  they 
been  called  on  to  sustain  the  civil  authority.  It  is 
unusual,  nor  do  we  know  of  any  instance  since  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  when  any  exe- 
cutive called  in  a military  force  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  order  of  a community  where  no"  actual 
violence  has  been  committed;  and  even  when  actual 
violence  has  occurred  the  military  arm  is  never  re- 
sorted to  until  the  civil  authority  has  been  called  up- 
on and  after  trial  ineffectual. 

We  consider  the  introduction  of  an  armed  force 
under  your  orders  into  our  city,  as  a violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  subversive  of  the 
liberty  of  our  citizens,  at  home  arid  abroad.  Your 
excellency  has  been  pleased  to  state  in  your  letter 
of  4th  inst.  “that  the  public  peace  was  yesterday  in 
repeated  instances  violated;”  we  presume  your  ex- 
cellency has  not  made  this  statement  on  your  own 
knowledge  but  on  such  information  as  you  have  re 
ceived.  We  call  for  proof  of  these  repeated  instances 
of  our  violated  laws,  which  are  charged  to  have  oc- 
curred here  on  the  3d  inst.  We  assure  your  excel- 
lency’ you  have  been  imposed  on  by  the  fears  of 
some  timid  persons,  or  some  whose  malice  or  desire 
is  only  to  traduce  our  fellow  citizens;  except  some 
hasty  and  passionate  words  that,  on  the  3d  instant, 
passed  between  some  of  our  citizens,  we  know  of 
nothing  else  that  could  have  brought  an  armed  force 
in  our  city.  We  know  of  no  attempt  at  violence  on 
the  part  of  any  of  our  citizens,  but  your  own  officer, 
major  Elias  E.  Blackburn,  on  this  day,  Aug.  5th, 
attempted,  by  showing  his  Bowie  knife,  and  by  an 
insulting  and  menacing  manner  and  language,  to 
intimidate  our  citizens. 


If  our  peaceable  citizens  are  to  be  arrested  by  the 
soldiers  under  your  orders,  in  the  streets,  while 
pursuing  their  ordinary  business,  or  seeking  social 
intercourse  with  each  other;  if  they  are  to  be  threat- 
ened by  armed  sentinels  if  they  do  not  stop;  if  our 
citizens  are,  like  criminals,  to  be  conducted  before 
the  officer  of  your  guard  before  they  are  permitted 
to  go  about  their  own  business;  if  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  see  you  and  learn  the  cause  of  their  arrest; 
urn  are  indeed  under  a military  despotism  unknown 
hitherto  in  the  United  States.  Sir,  we  protest,  on 
the  part  of  our  citizens  against  this  exercise  of  mi- 
litary force  over  them.  We  claim  all  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  and  these  rights  our  duty  as  freemen 
will  compel  us  to  maintain  and  defend  from  all  in- 
sult and  violence,  come  from  what  quarter  it  may. 

You,  sir.  are  as  safe  in  this  city  as  you  would  be 
in  Washington,  under  the  immediate  protection  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  we  pledge 
ourselves  that  yourself  and  family  and  friends,  re- 
quire not  protection  from  the  military  force  under 
your  command  from  any  other  enemy  but  the  savage 
foe  ol  our  country.  Entertaining  these  opinions, 
and  confident  they  are  those  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
we  respectfully  request  that  the  military  now  in 
this  city  may  be  sent  to  the  frontier  to  protect  our 
fellow  citizens  who  are  in  actual  danger,  and  where 
their  services  are  necessary.  This  course  we  hope 
you  will  approve,  and  at  once  remove  from  our  city 
the  only  real  cause  that  can  produce  serious  disor- 
der and  violence.  Your  obedient  servants, 

Wm.  P.  Duval, 

Wm.  Wyatt, 

D.  F.  Wilson,  Committee 

T.  Hezeau,  > of 
A.  M.  Gatlin,  citizens. 

L.  H.  Bryant, 

W.  W.  Taylor,  J 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

To  furnish  tha  readers  of  the  Register  with  an  idea 
of  the  doings  of  the  two  political  parties  at  this 
time,  arrayed  as  they  are  throughout  the  length  of 
this  vast  republic  upon  the  presidential  question,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  abridge  from  the  formidable 
column  upon  column  with  which  the  public  journals 
are  now  all  occupied,  a brief  summary  of  what  has 
reached  us  within  a few  days  past.  Some  of  the 
incidents  may  be  noticed  more  at  large  perhaps  here- 
after. 

The  vice  president,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  is 
continuing  a tour  through  the  northwestern  states. 
He  addressed  large  assemblages  of  the  friemlsof  the 
administration  at  several  places  in  Ohio  last  week, 
and  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  extend  his  visit 
into  Michigan. 

There  has  been  a great  gathering  of  Van  Buren 
men  at  Lockport,  New  York,  on  the  15th  instant, 
and  a similar  one  at  Bennington,  Vt.  on  the  same 


day;  as  also  at  Hudson,  Durham,  Hunter,  Prattsville, 
Catskill  and  Owego,  N.  Y. 

Georgia.  A great  administration  dinner  is  to  be 
given  at  Indian  Springs  on  the  2nd  September,  to 
which  a general  invitation  is  extended  without  dis- 
tinction of  parties.  Addresses  will  be  delivered  by 
several  distinguished  citizens  of  the  adjoining  stat  s 
— by  senators,  Messrs.  Lumpkin  and  Cuthbert,  a d 
representatives,  Messrs.  Colquitt,  Cooper  and  Black. 

At  Portland,  Maine,  a great  whig  gathering  took 
place  on  the  18th  instant,  which  was  addressed  by 
Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  a native  of  Portland. 
The  Portland  Advertiser,  says  the  address  “did  ho- 
nor, not  only  to  his  native  and  adopted  state,  but  to 
the  whole  union.”  The  force  and  character  of  the 
address,  may  be  judged  of,  in  some  degree,  when 
we  repeat  after  the  Portland  Advertiser,  that  it  “con- 
tinued for  three  hours,  with  no  diminution  of  power 
and  interest  on  the  part  of  the  orator,  and  none 
of  attention  or  patience  on  the  part  of  the  audi- 
ence.” 

At  Bennington,  Vermont,  a whig  convention  as- 
sembled on  the  14th  instant.  It  is  stated  that  more 
than  ten  thousand  persons  were  present.  The  pro- 
cession was  several  miles  in  length.  One  of  the 
many  attractions  was  a wagon  containing  nearly  one 
hundred  ladies,  drawn  by  twelve  hoises.  It  was  the 
sixty-second  anniversary  of  the  glorious  battle  of 
Bennington,  when  the  hardy  militia  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont,  commanded  by  the  intripid  and 
patriotic  Stark,  achieved  a noble  victory  over  a 
strong  detachment  from  the  army  of  gen.  Burgoyne. 
This  vast  assemblage  was  addressed  by  col.  Stone, 
of  New  York,  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  gen.  Jas.  Wilson, 
and  also  by  a revolutionary  hero,  Lewis  Hurd,  who 
bore  a part  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

At  Utica,  New  York,  the  whig  state"  convention 
was  held  on  the  12th  irist.  the  correspondent  of  the 
Madisonian  says  twenty-six  thousand  persons  were 
present. 

A correspondent  of  the  True  American  says: 
The  delegates  from  their  respective  towns  displayed 
a variety  of  banners,  with  devices  and  mottoes,  log 
cabins,  forts,  balls,  (six  feet  in  diameter),  a descrip- 
tion of  which  would  occupy'  a column  of  the  Ame- 
rican, and  which  would  give  a more  lively  and  just 
conception  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  than  could  be  done  in  any  other  man- 
ner. I am  compelled,  however,  to  omit  any  notice 
of  this  part  of  the  ceremonial  of  the  day,  except  in 
two  or  three  instances.  The  Whitestone  delegates, 
one  of  the  most  numerous  and  respectable,  had  five 
painted  banners;  one  of  them  represented  Wash- 
ington presenting  Harrison  with  his  first  commis- 
sion; the  figures  nearly  as  large  as  life — the  resem- 
blance admirable,  and  the  painting  a truly  handsome 
specimen  of  the  art.  The  other  side  represented 
Harrison  as  a hunter,  with  a fox  in  his  hand,  and 
opposite  to  him  an  Indian  chief  in  full  dress,  with 
the  motto,  “Whitestone — Schenondoah’s  hunting 
ground  in  ’83 — Harrison’s  in  1840.”  Under  the 
“fox”  was  the  motto,  “he  has  caught  the  fox.” 
Schenondoah  you  will  recollect,  was  a famous  chief 
of  the  Oneidas,  and  the  motto  was  suggested  by  a 
remark  made  by  him  at  the  table  ol  the  late  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  niaiiy  years  since.  Turning  to  the  inter- 
preter, Mr.  Dean,  he  remarked,  looking  around, 
“thirty  years  ago,  all  this  (pointing  to  tile  country 
around  him),  was  my  hunting  ground.”  There  were 
several  other  banners  in  this  delegation  which  mani- 
fested no  less  ingenuity  in  design,  than  taste  in  the 
execution;  they  were  the  work  of  a young  artist  in 
the  town.  Among  this  delegation,  were  a number 
of  revolutionary  soldiers,  one  of  them  97  years  of 
age  and  quite  infirm,  but  whose  patriot  ardor  would 
not  permit  him  to  remain  at  home  on  such  an  occa- 
sion. There  was  likewise  in  the  line  a number  of 
log  cabins  of  all  sizes,  canoes,  and  the  ship  “consti- 
tution,” with  masts  dressed  with  flags  with  mottoes; 
this  was  a most  beautiful  affair.  A large  ball  from  N. 
Hartford,  covered  with  popular  maxims;  such  as 
“no  reduction  of  wages” — “no  sub  treasury,”  &c. 
The  town  ol  Rome  presented  a representation  with 
banners,  boats,  &c.  that  evinced  as  deep  feeling  and 
as  inflexible  spirit  as  ever  animated  the  Romans  of 
old.  Schuyler,  in  the  county  of  Herkimer,  sent 
one  hundred  young  men  dressed  in  tow  frocks,  who 
called  themselves  “old  Tip’s  body  guard;”  you  never 
saw  a finer  looking  set  of  fellows.  Utica  supplied 
a large  delegation  with  banners  and  appropriate  de- 
vices. The  “Troy  Tips”  figured  conspicuously  in 
the  procession.  As  the  long  line  passed  through  the 
city,  cheer  rose  on  cheer  from  time  to  time,  as  one 
banner  alter  another  came  in  view.  I have  omitted 
one  of  the  most  striking  pictures  of  the  pageantry 
this  was  a boy  dressed  in  loyal  habiliments  on  a satin 
cushion  with  a drawn  sword;  right  behind  him  was 
a sturdy  old  farmer  meaning,  I take  it,  “old  Tip,” 
with  a rough  frail,  wielding  it  on  oueside  and  another 
as  they  advanced.  This  drew  a cheer  from  the  whole 
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line,  the  effect  was  wonderfully  exciting.  The  whole 
procession  entered  Chandler’s  square,  about  1 
o’clock.  The  speaking  commenced  about  half  past 
1 o’clock.  Mr.  Joshua  A.  Spencer  in  a very  touch- 
ing and  elegant  address  introduced  Mr.  Tallmadge 
to  the  multitude;  he  was  greeted  with  three  cheers 
that  must  have  been  heard  for  miles.  I shall  not 
attempt  to  give  you  any  sketch  of  this  address.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  effective  and  really  eloquent 
addresses,  that  I have  ever  heard.  It  was  a history 
of  the  policy  of  the  administration  during  the  last 
three  years.  A more  searching  review  you  have 
never  heard  norone  more  faithful  to  the  facts.  It  was 
interspersed  with  anecdotes  so  apt  and  pointed,  that 
they  drew  cheer  after  cheer  from  the  audience.  Mr. 
Tallmadge  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a half,  and  I 
can  assure  you  that  no  man  was  ever  listened  to  in 
this  country  with  more  profound  attention,  or  pro- 
duced by  the  force  of  eloquence  alone,  a deeper  con- 
viction of  the  momentous  truths  that  he  uttered. 

General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  on  his  return 
from  the  west  was  here  introduced  to  the  people  by 
Mr.  Spencer,  with  appropriate  and  happy  allusions 
to  his  services  in  the  late  war.  He  was  received 
in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner,  with  cheers  and 
acclamation.” 

Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  followed  the  intro- 
duction of  general  Van  Rensselaer  in  one  of  the 
most  admirable  popular  addresses  that  you  can  ima- 
gine. He  was  quite  out  of  health,  and  as  I sup- 
posed, unable  to  speak  any  length  of  time,  but  for 
at  least  one  hour  he  kept  the  immense  audience  ri- 
veted around  him.  There  was  a novelty,  both  in 
his  manner  and  language,  but  it  was  really  enchant- 
ing. Mr.  Hiram  Ketchum,  of  New  York,  followed 
Mr.  S.  in  a luminous  exposition  of  the  nature  of  the 
credit  system. 

Mr.  Alfred  Kelley,  of  Ohio,  followed,  and  gave  us 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  Buckeye  oratory  that 
has  ever  been  heard  in  this  state.  It  was,  indeed, 
admirable  in  its  tone,  and  produced  a succession  of 
responses  from  the  people  that  made  “the  welkin 
ring.”  A son  of  Mr.  Daniel  Webster  was  next  intro- 
duced, who  came  there  to  apologize  for  the  unavoid- 
able absence  of  his  father.  He  not  only  did  this  in 
a very  appropriate  and  handsome  manner,  but  gave 
us  a sketch  of  the  political  “life  and  times”  in  Illi- 
nois, from  which  state  he  came.  No  man  is  more 
venerated  in  the  county  of  Oneida  than  Daniel  Web- 
ster; and  you  may  imagine  the  reception  of  the  son 
of  “such  a sire.”  I thought  at  one  time  that  they 
would  have  taken  him  from  the  stand,  so  lively  was 
the  curiosity,  and  so  much  excited  were  the  hearers 
when  his  name  was  announced.  He  spoke  about 
forty  minutes,  and  to  the  purpose.  He  gave  us  clear 
insight  into  western  life  and  feeling,  and  left  the 
stand,  followed  by  cheer  after  cheer.  Mr.  Southard 
closed  the  exercises  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  ap- 
peals that  it  has  ever  been  my  fortune  to  listen  to. 

I left  him  speaking  at  7 o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 
I am  informed  that  his  address  was  one  of  the^  most 
masterly  dissections  of  the  principles  and  policy  of 
the  government  that  has  ever  been  heard  in  this 
state.  Between  the  speeches  there  were  a number 
of  log  cabin  songs,  in  which  a large  portion  of  the 
audience  joined  with  the  liveliest  sympathy. 

At  Stanhope,  N.  Y.  a meeting  of  upwards  of  3,000 
whigs  assembled  and  were  addressed  by  D.  B.  Os- 
den , esq. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Morris,  then  introduced  Mr.  Web- 
ster. “Friends,”  said  Mr.  Miller,  “in  the  dark  and 
doubtful  period  which  preceded  the'Declaration  of 
Independence,  when  silence,  deep  and  anxious,  per- 
vaded the  convention,  some  one  said  we  want  to 
hear  from  Massachusetts,  and  they  did  hear  from 
Massachusetts — from  Lexington  and  from  Bunker 
Hill.  So  now,  when  gloom  is  settling  upon  the 
country,  and  men  are  anxiously  asking  themselves 
what  shall  be  done  to  avert  impending  calamity, 
we  again  desire  to  hear  fiom  Massachusetts;  and 
the  echoes  from  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  will 
find  responsive  echoes  from  the  mountains  of  New 
Jersey.  I introduce  to  you,  fellow  citizens,  Daniel 
Webster. 

Mr.  Webster  was  received  with  deafening  cheers, 
and  immediately  entered  upon  one  of  those  clear, 
calm,  thorough  and  masterly  reviews  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  and  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  measures  of  the  administration,  which  he 
alone  can  make.  It  was  a source  of  most  unfeign- 
ed regret  and  disappointment — a disappointment 
felt  deeply,  we  are  sure,  by  the  whole  audience, 
among  whom  were  many  administration  men — that 
after  Mr.  W.  had  been  speaking  about  half  an  hour, 
the  rain,  which  had  occasionally  fallen  before,  pour- 
ed down  in  torrents,  and  rendered  it  impossible  to 
continue  the  meeting  in  the  open  air. 

An  adjournment  was  made  to  a -large  building  in 
the  neighborhood,  but  that  could  not  contain  one- 
fourth  of  those  assembled;  and  those  who  were 


crammed  into  it,  suffered  exceedingly  from  the  heat 
and  crowd.  Here,  however,  Mr.  Webster  resumed 
and  concluded  his  remarkable  address — remarkable 
as  well  for  the  force  and  irresistible  clearness  with 
which  he  stated  both  facts  and  arguments,  and  from 
the  entire  absence  of  all  imputation  of  bad  motives 
of  opponents. 

Mr.  Webster  had  on  the  day  previous,  addressed 
a large  meeting  at  Morristown,  N.  Y. 

At  Saratoga  it  had  been  understood  for  a week 
past  that  on  the  16th  Daniel  Webster  would  address 
the  people  at  length  on  the  present  condition  and 
political  prospects  of  the  country,  and  from  early 
morn  until  the  hour  appointed  for  the  meeting,  the 
people  came  thronging  in  from  all  quarters  to  listen 
to  the  great  champion  of  the  constitution.  Shortly 
after  3 o’clock  the  multitude  assembled  in  the  beau- 
tilul  grove  just  beyond  the  Congress  Spring,  and 
then  Mr.  Webster  came  forward,  and  after  the 
heart-stirring  cheers  with  which  he  was  greeted 
had  subsided,  commenced  his  address  to  an  audi- 
ence of  over  seven  thousand  persons.  Mr.  Webster 
spoke  for  three  hours  and  a half — until  indeed  the 
gathering  shades  of  evening  and  physical  exhaus- 
tion compelled  him  to  desist — and  we  can  safely 
say  that  w7e  have  never  yet  listened  to  an  address 
which  combined  in  itself  so  many  varied  excellen- 
cies— such  clear  illustration,  such  conclusive  argu- 
ments, such  touching  pathos,  as  this  admirable  ad- 
dress of  Mr.  Webster’s.  Nor  was  there  any  thing 
about  it  to  which  the  most  fastidiousopponentcould 
object — no  invective — no  imputation  of  base  mo- 
tives— no  torturing  of  facts  or  discoloring  of  opi- 
nions to  strengthen  his  own  or  weaken  his  adversa- 
ry’s cause.  The  facts  he  introduced  were  all  mat- 
ter of  record — the  projects  and  opinions  of  the  ad- 
ministration party,  he  inferred,  or  left  his  audience 
to  infer,  from  their  own  printed  speeches  and  docu- 
ments; and  as  for  the  motives  which  prompted  these 
measures  of  the  federal  government  they  were  left] 
to  be  judged  of  by  their  fruits.  Perhaps  the  chief! 


is  now  divided.  And  ever  and  anon  as  some  fa- 
vorite motto  or  some  striking  emblem  would  catch 
the  eyes  of  the  throng  of  spectators,  a deafening 
shout  gave  token  of  their  approbation.  ‘And  ail 
the  while  sonorous  metal,’  in  the  shape  of  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  were  thundering  forth  Iheir  ‘mar- 
tial sounds.’  ” 

The  convention  was  organized.  John  Lee,  pre- 
sident; captain  Henry  Culler,  Joseph  West,  Dr. 
Thos.  Springer,  Wilson  Hays,  vice  presidents; 
Richard  Johnson,  secretary. 

The  principal  speakers  were  Edward  A.  Lynch, 
of  Frederick;  Wm.  Price,  of  Hagerstown;  Wm. 
Orton,  of  Indiana;  Messrs.  Wallis,  Richardson, 
Charles  H.  Pitts  and  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Balti- 
more; and  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  the  “Cotocton 
sprout”  as  he  is  termed. 

At  Macon,  Georgia,  the  whig  state  convention  \ 
assembled  on  the  13th  inst.  within  an  enclosure  near 
the  city,  a portion  of  which  had  been  appropriated 
to  the  ladies.  It  is  conjectured  that  there  were  at 
least  twelve  thousand  peisons  within  the  enclosure. 
Some  of  the  papers  say  that  there  were  from  18  to  7 
20,000  persons  present.  / 

Delegations  from  every  county  of  the  state  attend*--, 
,ed,  besides  many  hundreds  of  persons  from  many  1 
flier  parts  of  the  union.  Many  of  the  eloquent  A 
linen  of  the  day  were  there,  and  addressed  the  peo- 
le  on  the  occasion;  amongst  them  we  notice  the 
ames  of  the  hon.  Julius  C.  Alford,  and  the  hon, 
C.  Preston. 

The  assembly  was  organized  by  the  election  of 
he  hon.Jno.  McPherson  Berrien,  as  president  of 
he  convention,  by  acclamation,  and  by  the  appoint- 
ed of  five  gentlemen  as  secretaries.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  rev.  Mr. 
^ierce,  after  which  judge  Berrien  briefly  addressed 
fthe  people.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Preston,  at 
the  close  of  whose  eloquent  remarks  a procession 
was  formed,  and  an  adjournment  to  the  table  an- 
nounced. The  .description  of  the  assemblage  and 


beauty  of  the  speech  was  its  perfect  adaptation  to  procession  occupies  severaLcolumns  of  the  Ajacon 

• Journal.  * — r'  * • 

The  principal  part  of  two  days,  and  until  late  at 
night  of  the  nTStTwas  appropriated  to  the  orators 
who  addressed  the  people,  and  were  received  with 
enthusiastic  applause. 

At  Hillsborough.  On  the  30th  ult.  a log  cabin 
was  erected  at  Hillsborough,  Highland  co.  Ohio. 
The  following  is  from  the  Maysville  Eagle: 

“After  the  procession  arrived  at  the  grove,  the 
meeting  was  organized  by  appointing  gov.  Trimble, 
president,  with  twelve  vice  president  and  was  ad- 
dressed by  the  very  able  member  of  congress  from 
Chillicothe,  col.  Bond,  and  then,  in  succession,  by 
W.  W.  Southgate  and  gen.  R.  Collins,  of  Kentucky, 
and  that  venerable  political  patriarch  of  the  west, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  who,  in  a plain,  sensible  and  ap- 
propriate speech,  demonstrated  the  departure  of  our 
present  rulers  from  all  the  well  established  doctrines 
of  the  democratic  party  in  the  days  of  Jefferson,  Ma- 
dison and  Monroe,  and  also  testified  to  his  long  ac- 
quaintance with  gen.  Harrison,  an  entire  confidence 
in  his  fitness  in  every  respect  for  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate  of  the  union.  Several  other  speakers 
delighted  the  audience,  and  the  meeting  closed  in 
harmony,  resolved  to  conquor — and  conquor  they 
will.” 

At  Lancaster,  Ohio,  on  the  11th  inst.  a whig 
meeting  took  place  which  the  Western  Post  says 
was  attended  by  “more  than  twenty  thousand  free- 
men,” “of  the  citizens  of  Perry,  at  least  one  thou- 
sand arrived  by  7 o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
buildings  of  the  beautiful  town  was  literally  covered 
with  flags.” 


the  intellect  of  every  roan  who  heard  him.  We  do' 
not  believe  that  there  was  a single  individual  in  that1 
vast  assembly,  who  did  not  carry  away  with  him  a 
deep  impression  of  what  Mr.  Webster  said;  and  this 
impression  was  the  more  vivid,  and  will  be  the 
more  enduring,  because  every  argument  he  advanc- 
ed and  every  illustration  he  employed  could  be 
grasped  by  the  most  ordinary  capacity.  But  there 
were  about  this  speech  too  some  touches  of  as  true 
oratory  as  ever  sprang  from  human  lips.  There 
was  an  allusion,  which,  falling  naturally  and  in  the 
most  unstudied  manner  from  his  lips,  suspended  for 
the  moment  every  breath,  and  brought  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  the  sternest  among  his  auditors.  It  was 
when  he  spoke  of  the  log  cabin,  half  hidden  in  the 
snow  drifts  of  New  Hampshire,  and  looking  out 
from  her  frontier  hills  upon  a wilderness  then  un- 
broken by  a single  human  habitation  between  itself 
and  the  walls  of  Quebec,  w hich  his  father’s  hands 
had  reared,  and  where  in  early  life  that  father  had 
toiled  and  struggled  that  he  might  give  his  children 
a better  education  and  fit  them  for  a higher  station, 
than  it  had  been  his  lot  to  enjoy.  But  we  do  injus- 
tice to  the  speaker  and  to  the  sentiment  in  attempt- 
ing to  give  this  beautiful  passage  in  his  speech  in 
any  but  his  own  language.  We  are  happy  in  the 
belief  that  not  only  this,  but  every  part  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s address  will  be  accurately  reported  and  pub- 
lished without  delay.  We  can  only  say  in  conclu- 
sion that  we  drew  the  most  favorable  auguries  from 
the  numbers  and  characters  of  the  great  meeting  on 
Wednesday  of  the  onward  progress  of  the  good 
cause  in  Saratoga  as  every  where  else.  We  would 
that  every  elector  of  the  union  had  been  at  Saratoga 
and  within  reach  of  Mr.  Webster’s  voice. 

[Albany  Adv. 

The  whig  barbacue  at  Middletown,  Maryland,  on 
the  14th  inst.  is  represented  by  the  papers  as  having 
been  one  of  the  most  imposing  exliibitions  ever 
witnessed  of  the  kind  in  that  section.  About  five 
hundred  attended  from  Frederick — a-  large  number 
from  Jefferson. 

“But  what  shall  we  say  of  Washington  county,” 
says  the  Examiner — “We  cannot  applaud,  as  it  de- 
serves, the  zeal  which  brought  out  on  this  occasion, 
so  many  hundreds  of  the  whigs  of  that  noble  coun- 
ty. The  line  of  their  procession,  as  it  turned  the 
curve  in  the  road  at  the  western  extremity  of  the 
town,  wearied  the  eye  that  waited  to  see  its  termi- 
nation. On,  on  they  came;  on  horseback  and  in 
carriages — young  men  and  old — the  youth  whose 
pride  it  will  hereafter  be  that  his  first  vote  was  giv- 
en for  old  Tippecanoe,  and  his  white  headed  sire 
who  remembers  when  old  Tippecanoe  was  de- 
fending the  infant  settlements  of  the  west.  On 
they  came,  with  banners  and  flags  floating  in  the 
breeze,  and  mottoes  and  devices  illustrative  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  parties  by  which  the  country 


THE  NEGRO  WITNESS  CASE. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Eugene  Burras,  of 
Jamestown,  Martin  county,  N.  Carolina. 

Washington,  April  4,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  asking  me,  for 
yourself  and  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Martin 
county,  North  Carolina,  to  give  you  a statement  of 
the  case  of  lieutenant  Hooe  of  the  navy,  with  mv 
views  upon  the  subject;  a request  with  which  I do 
not  hesitate  to  comply. 

It  appears  from  the  official  report  of  the  case  made 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  congress,  that  lieu- 
tenant Hooe  was  tried  by  a court  martial  upon  se- 
veral charges,  portions  of  wdiich  were  for  causing 
several  persons  to  be  flogged  on  board  of  the  United 
Slates  ship  Vandalia,  in  disregard  of  the  internal  re- 
gulations of  said  ship,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the 
act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy;  that  he 
was  acquitted  upon  a portion  of  the  charges,  and  con- 
victed upon  the  residue;  that  in  the  course  of  his  trial 
two  colored  seamen  belonging  to  the  crew  of  the 
vessel  on  board  of  which  he  was  serving,  w'ere  of- 
fered as  witnesses  to  substantiate  a portion  of  the 
charges;  that  they  were  objected  to  by  lieutenant 
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Hooe,  but  admitted  by  the  court,  a majority  of  which 
was  composed  of  southern  officers;  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  were  referred  by  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  the  absence  of  the  attor- 
ney general,  to  the  attorney  for  this  district,  a native 
of  a slaveholding  state,  and  subsequently  to  the  at- 
torney general  himself,  for  their  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  objection,  which  had  been  made  on  the  trial 
as  to  the  competency  of  the  colored  witnesses;  that 
these  gentlemen  united  in  the  opinion  that  inasmuch 
as  the  testimony  given  by  those  witnesses  was  not 
material  to  the  question  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
lieutenant  Hooe,  in  respect  to  the  charges  upon 
which  he  had  been  convicted,  (that  question  having 
been  decided  upon  other  testimony),  the  objection 
raised  to  their  competency  ought  to  have  no  influ- 
ence with  the  secretary  in  passing  upon  the  finding 
of  the  court;  that  the  sentence  of  the  court,  by 
which  lieutenant  Hooe  was  directed  “to  be  dismissed 
from  the  West  India  squadron,  after  having  been 
reprimanded  in  general  orders  by  the  secretary  of 
the  nav}',”  was  thereupon  approved  by  the  secre- 
tary; and  that,  upon  an  appeal  to  me  by  lieut.  Hooe, 
I declined  to  interfere  with  the  decision. 

The  simple  question  presented  by  these  proceed- 
ings, was  whether  the  admission  of  illegal  evidence 
(assuming  it  to  be  so)  to  substantiate  parts  only  of 
the  charges,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  invalidate  the 
finding  of  the  court  in  regard  to  those  charges  which 
were  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  by 
other, and  unquestioned  evidence;  in  other  words, 
whether  lieutenant  Hooe  ought  to  be  suffered  to 
avoid  the  consequences  of  a conviction  upon  proof 
admitted  to  be  legal,  and  deemed  to  be  sufficient, 
because  the  public  prosecutor  attempted  to  sustain 
other  charges  against  him  by  proof  which  the  ac- 
cused claimed  to  be  illegal.  The  court  martial 
thought  not — the  law  officers  of  the  government 
thought  not — the  secretary  of  the  navy  thought  not 
— and  I sustained  their  united  opinion.  No  princi- 
ple is  belter  established  in  courts  of  law  than  that  a 
new  trial  will  never  be  granted  on  the  ground  of  the 
introduction  of  illegal  testimony,  when  the  verdict 
complained  of  is  fully  sustained  by  proof  to  which 
there  was  no  objection;  the  common  sense  and  jus- 
tice of  which  rule  will  be  at  once  obvious  to  every 
ingenuous  mind. 

This  disposes  of  the  case  of  lieutenant  Hooe;  as 
far  as  it  was  passed  upon  either  by  the  navy  depart- 
ment or  myself.  But  it  does  not,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, touch  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  per- 
mitting free  blacks  to  testify  against  white  persons 
in  naval  courts  martial.  It  is  obviously  not  so  much 
the  individual  case,  as  the  general  principle,  which 
has  excited  your  attention,  and  it  is  therefore  due 
to  you  to  give  you  a wider  view  of  the  subject.  By 
your  state  laws,  blacks  are  prohibited  from  testify- 
ing against  white  men.  You  very  naturally,  as  well 
from  that  consideration  as  from  your  own  feelings, 
look  with  repugnance  upon  their  admission  as  wit- 
nesses before  the  federal  tribunals.  The  first  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  authorises 
their  admission;  and  if  it  does,  the  next  is,  whether 
the  law  ought  to  be,  and  how  it  can  be,  changed. 
There  is  no  act  of  congress  which  prohibits  the  ad- 
mission of  colored  persons  as  witnesses  in  courts 
martial.  It  is  believed  that  the  practice  of  permit- 
ting them  to  testify,  has  been  uniform,  and  I have 
not  found  that  the  question  has  ever  before  been 
brought  up  for  decision.  Indeed,  1 did  not  perceive 
that,  except  by  the  accused,  the  illegality  of  their 
admission  is  even  now  objected  to  in  any  quarter. 
The  officers  constituting  the  court,  a large  majority 
of  whom  were  southern  gentlemen  of  highly  re- 
spectable standing,  cognizant  of  all  their  rights,  and 
in  no  sense,  liable  to  the  imputation  of  being  indis- 
posed to  sustain  them,  did  not,  it  appears,  hesitate 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  testimony.  The  district 
attorney,  Mr.  Key,  declares  the  witnesses  to  have 
been  competent  as  the  law  now  stands.  The  judi- 
ciary committee — composed  of  professional  gentle- 
men, at  least  a majority  of  whom  could  not  be  sus- 
pected of  a disposition  to  screen  the  department  or 
the  executive  from  responsibility,  if  they  had  sanc- 
tioned an  illegal  act — are  silent  upon  the  subject  and 
the  very  resolutions  even  by  which  the  case  of  lieu- 
tenant Hooe  was  brought  before  congress,  although 
denouncing  the  proceedings  with  great  vehemence, 
do  not,  1 believe,  allege  that  the  admission  of  these 
witnesses  was  illegal.  The  matter  rests  upon  very 
simple  grounds.  The  able  men  who  framed  the  ju- 
diciary act  of  1789,  wisely  adapted  it,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, as  many  of  them  had  assisted  in  doing  with 
the  constitution  itself,  and  as  they  did  with  most  of 
the  early  and  fundamental  acts  of  the  government, 
to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  different  stales  com- 
posing the  confederacy  in  respect  to  their  local  laws 
and  domestic  institutions.  It  was  .to  this  end  pro- 
vided, “I  hat  the  laws  of  several  states,  except  where 
the  constitution,  treaties  or  statutes,  of  the  United 
States,  shall  otherwise  require  or  provide,  shall  bej 


regarded  as  rules  of  decision  in  trials  at  common 
law  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  cases  vvher  ■ 
they  apply.  The  consequence  of  this  provision  in 
respect  to  this  particular  question  is,  that  when  the 
federal  courts  sit  in  a state  where  by  its  own  laws, 
colored  persons  are  prohibited  from  testifying  against 
white  persons,  they  are  excluded  in  those  courts; 
and  when  the  state  laws  admit  them  in  the  state 
courts,  they  are  admitted  in  the  federal  courts  also. 
Such  has  been  the  uniform  practice  under  the  act 
and  all  excitement  upon  the  subject  has  been  by  that 
means  avoided.  But  this  applies  only  of  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country.  The  law  of  courts 
martial  has  not  been  framed  with  so  much  care. 
Their  proceedings  have  been  exclusively  regulated 
by  acts  of  congress  without  reference  to  state  laws 
or  state  usages.  Those  acts  have  never  prohibited 
the  introduction  of  colored  persons  as  witnesses;  and 
hence  their  frequent  admission  in  that  capacity,  par- 
ticularly in  naval  courts  martial,  some  of  them  al- 
most invariably  forming  a portion  of  every  ship’s 
crew.  If  it  be  wrong  to  admit  them,  the  fault  is  in 
the  law,  and  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  only  in  its 
alteration.  It  is  surely  not  necessary  that  I should 
say  to  you,  sir,  that  this  cannot  be  accomplished  by 
me.  Were  I either  to  disregard  the  law  as  it  stands, 
when  a case  for  doing  so  was  presented,  or  to  at- 
tempt to  change  its  operation,  there  would  indeed  be 
a cause  for  complaint  and  denunciation.  But  whilst 
I have  not  the  constitutional  power  to  alter  the  law, 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I have  not  been 
able  to  discovered  a sufficient  reason  why  the  rule 
which  prevails  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
all  in  the  judicial,  should  not  be  extended  to  the  mi- 
litary tribunals  of  the  country.  The  legislation  of 
congress  necessary  to  accomplish  that  object  would 
be  very  simple,  it  being  only  necessary  to  provide 
that  the  rules,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  wit- 
nesses in  this  particular,  should  be  the  same  in  both 
classes  of  courts.  Some  special  enactment  in  re- 
gard to  courts  martial  held  at  sea,  and  out  of  the  ju- 
risdiction of  any  stale,  might  be  necessary,  but  could 
easily  be  adjusted. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  efforts  designed  to  be  useful  in 
the  matter  should  be  directed  to  congress,  and  not  to 
the  executive.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Mr.  Eugene  Burras , Jamestown,  Martin  coun- 
ty, N.  Carolina. 

Another  witness  case.  It  is  probably  well 
known  every  where  that  the  testimony  of  negroes  is 
not  admitted  in  the  courts  of  the  slave  states  in  prose- 
cutions against  white  persons.  The  consequences 
of  making  such  testimony  competent  in  such  cases, 
and  where  the  institution  of  slavery  exists,  can  be 
easily  imagined  by  any  person  of  common  sense. 
If  the  Hooe  case  was  a strong  one  for  the  south 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  we  have  now  to  present 
one  which  seems  to  us  still  stronger,  and  which 
seems  to  have  been  attended  with  other  circum- 
stances not  at  all  creditable  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  ab- 
stract sense  of  justice.  The  letter  below  detailing 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  was  transmitted  to  us 
by  a gentleman  well  known  in  the  nation,  whose 
name,  if  published,  we  are  sure  would  be  a suffi- 
cient warrant  for  reposing  in  the  statement  entire 
credit.  We  do  not,  as  at  present  advised,  feel  at 
liberty  to  append  the  name  which  is  signed  to  the 
manuscript,  although  we  have  no  doubt  the  author 
would,  if  necessary,  permit  It  is  name  to  be  made 
public,  or  do  whatever  else  should  be  required  to 
establish  the  facts  briefly  stated  in  the  following 
letter.  [Madisonian. 

New  Castle  county , (Del.)  Aug.  3,  1840. 
Dear  sir:  That  the  south  may  be  informed  cor- 
rectly, in  regard  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  I send  you  for 
publication  certain  facts  in  relation  to  his  approval 
of  negro  testimony,  in  the  trial  of  an  officer  in  the 
revenue  service,  before  the  collector  of  this  district 
in  June,  1839. 

At  that  time  charges  and  specifications  of  them 
were  preferred  by  a certain  Henry  D.  Nones,  a 
captain  in  the  revenue  cutter  service,  against  Josiah 
Murch,  then  first  lieutenant  in  the  same  service. 
The  collector  of  the  district,  Henry  Whiteley,  esq 
was  ordered  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  con- 
duct the  examination.  Mr.  Murch  was  defended 
by  counsel,  and  the  prosecution  in  behalf  of  the 
captain  carried  on  by  counsel  employed  by  himself. 
The  character  of  the  testimony,  on  the  part  of  the 
complainant,  generally,  was  such,  that  the  counsel 
for  Mr.  Murch  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  enler  upon 
any  defence — it  was  composed  entirely  of  the  crew 
and  officers  under  the  immediate  command  of  the 
complainant,  Nones — and  of  negroes,  his  own  ser- 
vants, employed  in  the  ward-room— five  negroes,  if 
I am  correctly  informed,  were  brought  forward  to 
testify;  the  moment  the  first  was  called  to  the  stand, 
Mr.  Murch  and  his  counsel  (protesting  against  such 


evidence,  it  not  being  competent  in  the  courts  of 
ibis  state  lor  Reg  oes  to  testify  against  white  per- 
sons), left  the  room — the  collector  proceeded,  how- 
ever, to  take  the  .testimony,  and  after  closing  the 
same,  forwarded  it  to  Washington  the  whofe  of 
which  I presume  you  can  find  in  the  office  of  (he 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  A copy  of  one  of  the 
negro  depositions  I now-  have  belore  me.  Mr. 

Murch  had  his  commission  taken  from  him the 

testimony  having  been  laid  before  the  president  and 
“approved  by  him.”  So  unexpected  was  this  deci- 
sion to  Mr.  Murch,  and  indeed  to  every  one  who 
knew  the  character  of  the  testimony  adduced  against 
him,  that  Mr.  Murch  thought  it  proper  to  appeal 
directly  to  the  president  for  reinstatement — he  did 
so  both  personally  and  by  letter. 

To  impress  more  fully  upon  the  minds  of  the  pow- 
ers that  be  at  Washington  the  injustice  done  him,  Mr. 
Murch  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
a deposition  of  one  of  the  negroes,  taken  at  the  ne- 
gro’s own  request,  after  his  discharge  from  the  cut- 
ter, by  a magistrate  of  the  town  of  New  Castle— in 
which  he  states  that  what  he  testified  to  before  col. 
Whiteley,  the  collector,  was  false — “that  he  was 
compelled  by  threats  made  by  capt.  Nones  to  give 
such  testimony,”  &c.  &c.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
desposition  by  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  he  informed  Mr.  Murch  in  substance,  by 
letter,  “that  this  testimony  of  the  negro  could  not 
go  to  rebut  his  first  deposition,  but  might  be  made 
the  ground  work  of  new  proceedings  against  capt 
Nones,”— (I  have  not  the  letter  before  me,  and 
therefore,  merely  gtve  the  substance).  To  which 
Mr.  Murch,  under  date  of  September  10,  1839, 
made  the  following  reply,  after  acknowledg’ing  the 

receipt  of  Mr.  Woodbury's  letter  of  the  6th  instant 

he  says,  “I  have  to  say  that  the  affidavit  of  Win.  Korlc 
(negro)  was  sent  to  the  department,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  new  proceedings  against  capt. 
Nones,  or  any  other  person,  but  with  the  object  of 
showing  to  the  department  the  character  of  the 
evidence  on  which  my  dismissal  had  been  found- 
ed.” Several  letters  were  written  to  the  depart- 
ment and  to  the  president  by  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Murch,  and  I think  a formal  remonstrance  sent  by 
his  counsel  to  the  treasury  department.  On  the  4th 
of  January,  1840,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
wrote  to  me,  (who  had  addressed  a letter  directly  to 
the  president  in  regard  to  Mr.  Murch),  as  follows- 
“sir  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  this  department,  I would  inform  you  that 
lieut.  Murch  was  dismissed  from  the  revenue  ser- 
vice, by  the  president,  on  satisfactory  evidence  of 
improper  conduct,  which  though  the  charges  and 
proof  have  been  once  or  twice  re-examined,  has 
never  been  satifactorily  rebutted  or  explained.” 

These  proceedings  are  now  matter  of  record,  or 
ought  to  be,  in  the  treasury  department.  Copies  of 
most  of  which  I took  the  precaution  at  the  time  to 
retain.  If  you  think  any  good  can  be  had  by  pub- 
lishing it,  please  do  so,  and  make  whatever  remarks 
you  may  think  proper.  I will  only  add  that  no 
officer,  however  high  or  honest,  is  safe  for  a mo- 
ment, if  the  government  is  to  tolerate  negroes,  un- 
der the  immediate  control  of  an  officer,  to  give 
testimony  against  another  whom  he  lias  thouMit 
proper  to  prefer  charges  against. 

P.  S.  You  will  perceive  that  Woodbury  was  will- 
ing for  Murch  to  make  the  deposition  of  the  negio 
Kork,  sufficient  ground  to  commence  proceedings 
upon  against  Nones. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ADMINISTRATION  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Lancaster  Intelligencer. 

J he  filth  day  of  August,  1840,  was  a great  day. 
It  has  already  passed  into  a proverb.  The  thousands 
ol  freemen  who  met  here  then  to  swear  fealty  to 
thru-  democratic  faith,  have  trampled  upon,  like  the 
dust  under  their  crowded  feet,  the  best  hopes  of  the 
British  whigs.  They  have  left  an  impression  be- 
hind, and  carried  with  them  a feeling  which  fore- 
token  alike  victory  in  Pennsylvania  and  triumph  in 
the  union.  They  have  settled  the  question,  which 
British  whiggery,  through  its  forked  tongues,  has 
dared  to  call  uncertain.  They  have  shewn,  like  the 
“mene  tekel”  on  the  palace- walls  of  Belshazzar,  the 
inevitable  destiny  of  a party  which,  in  its  unholy 
longings  after  power  and  place,  appeals  to  the  brute 
passions  ol^  the  mob,  not  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  1 hey  have  exploded  and  refuted  theca- 
lumny  which  has  declared  the  people  tired  of  their 
principles — Ihu3  proving  themselves  not  only  un- 
changed but  unchangeable.  From  the  green  hills 
of  old  Pennsylvania— from  her  quiet  valleys— hei 
luxuriant  fields — her  country  and  her  town — the 
lushing  thousands  came.  The  hard  hands  and  the 
tried  hearts  of  the  Keystone  state  u’ere  here,  o'ather- 
ing  together  to  preserve  her  fioin  pollution  and  sa- 
crilege. 
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The  gathering  of  Wednesday  last  was  emphati- 
cally the  very  largest  political  assemblage  that  ever 
came  together  in  the  union!  It  was  old  Pennsylva- 
nia herself!  It  was  her  democracy  in  its  true,  na- 
tural, unadorned  garb:  her  steadfast  mechanics  and 
farmers  and  workingmen  were  here,  and  there  was 
not  one  eye  that  did  not  flash  with  enthusiasm  as 
the  word  of  rich  promise  came  rolling  from  the  lips. 
Every  county  spoke,  through  her  assembled  dele- 
gates, in  bold  unshaken  confidence  of  the  part  which 
it  intended  to  take  next  fall  in  behalf  of  our  eternal 
principles,  and  every  delegate  had  some  especially 
glad  tidings  to  add  to  the  glorious  prospect.  No- 
thing marred  the  harmony  of  the  whole,  but  the 
great  mass  moved  on  to  its  goal  with  smiling  faces 
and  laughing  eyes,  the  blue  welkin  fairly  quivering 
to  the  thundering  shouts  of  a free,  harmonious,  but 
insulted  people.  God  bless  their  honest  hearts!  the 
country  is  in  no  danger  while  they  stand,  like  a 
wall  of  fire,  round  its  institutions  and  its  laws. 

Nature  itself  seemed  to  have  declared  in  favor  of 
the  people.  For  weeks  betore,  not  a drop  of  rain, 
save  an  occasional  half-earnest  shower,  blessed  the 
parched  earth  with  its  refreshing  influence,  but  on 
the  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings  before  the  con- 
vention, the  very  windows  of  Heaven  were  opened, 
and  the  fruits  and  grains  of  the  season  looked  glad 
under  the  genial  blessings. 

The  delegates  began  to  arrive  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon and  evening.  An  overflowing  meeting  of  our 
citizens  and  a number  of  delegates  from  a distance, 
assembled  in  the  court  house  in  the  evening,  at 
which  James  Cameron,  esq.  presided,  but  on  account 
of  the  dense  crowd  outside,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  proceed,  and  an  adjournment  to  the  Market 
square  was  effected,  where  addresses  of  a most  elo- 
quent character  were  delivered  by  Charles  Brown, 
esq  of  Philadelphia,  H.  H.  Van  Amringe,  esq.  of 
Allegheny,  col.  James  M.  Porter,  of  Northampton, 
J.  K Kane,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  and  R.  M.  Broad- 
head,  esq.  of  Northampton.  Col.  Porter’s  speech 
was  excellent,  particularly  in  that  part  in  which  he 
pledged  himself  that  old  Northampton  would  give  a 
majority  of  three  thousand  for  Van  Buren  and  John- 
son. “Do  you  hear  that,  boys.” 

The  morning  of  the  glorious  fifth  broke  in  upon 
a clear  sky,  while  the  extreme  heat  of  the  sun  was 
tempered  by  a delightful  breeze  from  the  northwest. 
From  5 until  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  dele- 
gates from  the  county  and  the  state,  by  hundreds 
and  by  thousands,  poured  in  by  car  loads,  by  wagon 
loads,  in  gigs,  carriages,  sulkeys,  carts,  on  horse- 
back and  on  foot.  We  never  saw  such  a spectacle. 
It  seemed  like  a gathering  of  the  inmates  of  every 
hamlet  in  the  commonwealth.  Every  ten  minutes 
an  engine  with  its  immense  cargo  of  human  beings 
— their  gay  banners  floating  from  the  cars,  and  their 
thrilling  music  pealing  aloud  the  note  of  triumph — 
came  snorting  and  puffing,  under  its  extra  weight, 
to  the  depot.  Thirteen  trains  from  one  section  of 
the  state  alone  are  estimated  to  have  arrived,  each 
one  made  up  of  fifteen  or  twenty  cars,  and  each  car 
capable  of  holding  sixty  or  eighty  passengers.  The 
population  of  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Delaware  and 
Montgomery  seemed  to  be  all  here.  Pile  avocations 
of  life  seemed  to  have  been  laid  aside  for  the  day, 
and  every  democrat  to  have  roused  to  the  work. — 
From  Lebanon,  Northampton,  Berks,  Cumberland 
and  other  counties,  the  delegates  came  in  carriages; 
more  than  two  hundred  alone  came,  by  this  means, 
from  Lebanon.  While  from  York,  Adams,  Frank- 
lin, Dauphin,  the  river  counties,  the  counties  to  the 
north  and  northwest,  the  representation  was  count- 
leS3 — it  defied  human  ingenuity  to  master.  Like 
the  unnumbered  masses  that  followed  the  fortunes 
of  Peter  the  hermit  to  leave  their  bones  bleaching 
on  the  plains  of  Nice,  (though  animated  by  a dif- 
ferent and  less  infatuated  zeal),  they  were  bent  to 
achieve  one  end — to  compass  one  triumph — to  over- 
throw one  enemy. 

“Each  valley,  each  sequestured  glen, 

Mustered  its  little  horde  of  men,  _ 

That  met  as  torrents  from  the  height, 

In  highland  vales  their  streams  unite, 

Still  gathering,  as  they  pour  along, 

A voice  more  loud,  a tide  more  strong.’ 

“From  winding  glen,  from  upland  brown, 

They  poured  each  hardy  tenant  down.” 

Casting  our  eyes  up  the  main  street  from  the 
court  house  we  observed  side-walks  and  streets 
swarming  with  masses  of  people — at  one  end  the 
county  of  Lancaster  spilling  out  her  population,  and 
at  another  the  state  pouring  in  her  most  liberal  con- 
tributions. The  false  prophets  of  British  whiggery 
stood  at  our  street  corners  biting  their  finger’s  ends, 
and  wearing  most  yard-long  faces,  or  peering,  like 
peeping  Tom,  of  Coventry,  from  some  convenient 
nook,  away  from  ‘'the  public  eye.”  Queer  things 
are  reported  of  some  of  these  gentlemen.  Ehler  is 
said  to  have  sworn  that  there  was  not  more  than,, 


3,000;  Franklin,  that  he  had  addressed  many  a loco 
foco  meeting,  and  abused  general  Harrison,  when 
the  crowd  was  greater;  and  the  fat  chap  of  the 
Union,  that  it  was  a decided  failure!  The  great 
body'  of  the  party,  however,  agreed  that  the  loco 
focos  did  pretty  well — they  had  fifteen  thousand 
present,  which,  coming  within  one-half  the  distance 
of  the  truth,  is  worthy  of  record.  We  have  spoken 
to  dozens  of  such. 

About  12  o’clock,  the  vast  numbers  began  to  form 
in  procession — the  delegates  from  the  state  in  Orange 
street,  and  those  from  the  country  in  east  Vine  street. 
From  Lancaster  county  alone,  there  were  over  four 
thousand  delegates,  while  from  the  state  so  univer- 
sal was  the  feeling  and  the  enthusiasm  in  favor  of 
the  good  cause,  that  far  Erie  caught  up  the  spirit 
and  stood  first  in  the  ranks!  The  numbers  were  so 
great  that,  for  some  time,  no  arrangement  could  be 
effected.  At  last  by  the  vigilance  and  promptitude 
of  captain  Findley,  the  chief  marshal,  and  his  staff, 
the  line  of  state  delegates  was  formed,  and  was  soon 
joined  by  the  immense  division  of  the  Lancaster 
county  democracy,  under  colonel  Frazier  and  his 
staff.  At  one  o’clock  the  whole  line  moved  off. 

The  procession  was  between  two  and  three  miles 
long,  formed  in  platoons  of  eight,  and  consumed 
precisely  one  hour  in  passing.  There  were  in  pro- 
cession one  hundred  and  sixty  banners,  besides  in- 
numerable flags.  We  cannot  pretend  to  give  the 
one-fifth  of  the  number.  Language  must  fail  itself 
if  we  did  not  want  for  the  space.  The  spectacle 
viewed  from  a distance  was  sublime.  It  literally 
verified  the  scriptural  allusion  of  an  “army  with 
banners,”  For  miles  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but 
people,  while  the  most  of  the  houses,  the  trees,  and 
every  elevated  spot,  were  filled  with  eager  specta- 
tors, gazing  at  the  only  standing  army  recognized 
in  a free  government — a community  of  freemen  ga- 
thered under  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  to  express 
their  own  sentiments.  The  very  children  caught 
fire  from  the  general  enthusiasm;  and  as  each  thun- 
dering shout  went  up  from  the  congregated  thou- 
sands in  honor  of  their  principles,  it  was  re-echoed 
by  the  tiny  voices  of  these  embryo  republicans. 
Every  window  was  filled  with  ladies,  lending  their 
bright  smiles  to  the  glorious  scene.  Flags  hung 
suspended  from  private  houses  and  from  the  demo- 
cratic hotels,  and  at  the  young  men’s  democratic 
head  quarters,  (Mr.  Leed’s  hotel),  a beautiful  arch, 
extending  from  one  side  of  the  street  to  the  other, 
was  erected.  It  attracted  general  admiration,  and 
was  not  unworthy  of  it.  Above  floated  the  flag  of 
our  country,  while  below  a beautiful  transparency 
containing  likenesses  of  Van  Buren,  Johnson,  Bu- 
chanan and  Porter,  were  suspended;  the  arch  itself 
trimmed  with  evergreens  and  filled  with  mottoes. 
In  the  evening  this  beautiful  affair  was  illuminated, 
and,  from  a distance,  showed  to  much  advantage. 
As  the  procession  passed  under  it,  it  was  cheered 
with  much  energy  by  the  delegates. 

At  half-past  two  o’clock,  the  vast  body  reached 
the  spot  selected  for  theirdeliberations — theorchard 
of  Mr.  John  Williams,  in  Bethelstown.  Here, 
again,  the  immense  multitude  was  developed  in  full 
proportion,  looking  rather  like  an  army  bent  on 
some  glorious  victory,  than  as  a quiet  assemblage  of 
people  pledged  to  the  rescue  of  their  best  interests 
and  dearest  rights.  Not  that  there  were  gleaming 
bayonets  or  nodding  plumes,  but  the  regularity  with 
which  the  immense  column  preserved  its  order,  the 
desire  that  animated  every  heart  to  contribute  to  the 
union  and  harmony  of  the  occasion,  and  the  absence 
of  all  tumult  and  disorder — all  these  betokened  a 
spirit  that  defied  even  discipline  to  overreach. 

According  to  notice  given,  a committee,  consist- 
ing of  one  person  appointed  from  each  county  re- 
presented, whose  duty  it  w’as  to  select  the  presi- 
dent of  the  day  a vice  president,  and  a secretary  from 
each  country,  together  with  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees to  report  resolutions  and  an  address,  met  at 
general  head  quarters,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

Of  the  committee  to  nominate  officers,  and  to  ap- 
point committees  on  address  and  resolutions,  gene- 
ral John  Davis,  of  Bucks,  was  chairman. 

Of  the  committees  on  resolutions,  Wm.Taughin- 
baugh,  of  Adams,  was  chairman. 

Of  the  committee  on  address,  Wm.  McCurdy, 
of  Adams,  was  chairman. 

Arrived  on  the  ground,  the  immense  assemblage 
was  called  to  order,  in  a few  appropriate  remarks, 
by  general  John  Davis,  of  Bucks  county,  chairman 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  different  delega- 
tions to  report  officers  of  the  convention  and  com- 
mittees on  address  and  resolutions.  He  announced 
that  the  committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  duty  which 
had  been  assigned  them,  had  unanimously  chosen 
Pennsylvania’s  favorite  son,  James  Buchanan, the 
president  of  the  convention.  This  announcement 
was  received  with  thunders  of  applause — a refuta- 


tion, that  spoke  from  the  hearts  of  the  enthusiastic 
multitude,  of  the  wilful  calumnies  which  have  been 
heaped  upon  the  head  of  that  distinguished  man — a 
testimonial,  too,  of  his  worth  as  a man,  his  public 
services  as  a statesman,  and  his  devoted  adherence  to 
those  principles,  in  defending  which  he  bas  made 
himself  so  prominent  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen. 
When  he  appeared  upon  the  stand,  and  took  his  seat 
(in  the  characteristic  hickory  chair  borne  by  the 
Sadsbury  totvnship  delegation)  the  deafening  plau- 
dits seemed  like  the  roar  of  thunder  to  those  at  a 
distance. 

The  cheering  having  subsided,  he  proceeded  to 
address  a few  words  to  them.  He  observed,  that 
never  in  his  life  had  he  enjoyed  any  thing  which 
gave  him  more  heartfelt  gratification  and  pleasure 
than  to  him  the  unexpected  and  unsought  honor  of 
presiding  over  that  vast  assemblage  of  people.  Ne- 
ver, never  had  they  been  engaged  in  a contest  of  so 
much  importance  as  the  present.  This  immense 
multitude  had  collected  spontaneously  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  on  the  best  interests  of  the  re- 
public. Every  man  had  come  here  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, without  receiving  contributions  from  the 
banks  of  the  conntryT,  or  from  wealthy  whig  specu- 
lators or  brokers.  In  the  w’ar  of  the  revolution, 
when  we  were  feeble,  when  we  were  comparative- 
ly powerless,  we  bearded  the  British  lion,  and  then 
achieved  the  independence  of  our  country.  And 
during  the  late  war,  we  manfully  maintained  the 
struggle  with  Great  Britain  in  defence  of  our  rights, 
and  we  came  out  of  it  victoriously,  and  with  a cha- 
racter much  more  exalted  than  we  had  heretofore 
enjoyed  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  We  knew  bow  to 
oppose  an  open  foe,  and  were  at  all  times  prepared. 
The  native  courage  of  Americans  always  impelled 
them  to  meet  the  enemy  boldly  and  fearlessly  in  the 
open  field.  But,  he  would  ask,  in  what  condition 
were  the  democracy  of  the  country  now  placed? 
They  had  to  contend  with  a sly,  cunning,  insidious 
and  powerful  enemy — an  enemy  that  had  nine  hun- 
dred fortresses  scattered  throughout  the  country, 
denominated  banks,  which  it  is  the  democratic  po- 
licy to  reform,  and  they  were  endeavoring,  in  con- 
cert, and  by  their  united  efforts,  to  use  their  money 
power  in  such  a manner  as  would  lead  to  the  sub- 
version of  the  liberties  of  the  country.  What  prin- 
ciples, he  desired  to  know,  did  the  whigs  avow? 
What  did  they  declare?  None  at  all.  But  they 
thought  that  the  people,  patriotic  and  intelligent  as 
they  were,  were  to  be  seduced  from  their  principles 
by  the  ridiculous  cry  of  hard  cider  and  log  cabins. 
They  believed  the  people  to  be  fools,  but  the  people 
knew  them  to  be  fools.  The  people  were  not  to  be 
gulled  by  all  this  ridiculous  mummery  and  non- 
sense. They  saw  through  it  all,  and  would  not  be 
deceived  by  it.  Mr.  B.  in  conclusion,  called  upon 
the  assemblage  to  cherish  and  preserve  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty  as  free-born  citizens  of  a free  repub- 
lic, and  added  that  after  the  convention  should  have 
been  organized  and  before  it  closed,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  address  it  at  length. 

Forty-one  vice  presidents  and  thirty-one  secreta- 
ries were  appointed. 

Loud  and  repeated  calls  being  made  for  Mr.  Dal- 
las, that  gentleman  came  forward  and  was  introduc- 
ed by  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  addressed  the  meeting. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Porter,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolutions  as  follows,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  no- 
mination of  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York, 
for  president,  and  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  candidates  of  the  democratic  party  of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  in  Martin  Van  Buren  we  re- 
cognize the  able  and  enlightened  statesman,  the 
experienced  and  practical  democrat,  who  has  always 
been  faithful  to  the  cause  of  the  people.  The  Key- 
stone state  will  record  herattachment  to  the  princi- 
ples and  policy  of  his  administration,  by  an  over- 
whelming majority. 

Resolved,  That  in  Richard  M.  Johnson,  we  re- 
cognise the  war  worn  veteran,  whose  numerous 
scars  are  ample  certificates  that  when  his  country 
called,  he  sought  the  post  of  danger,  and  whose 
long  services  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  furnish 
abundant  evidence  of  his  experience  in  the  civil  ad- 
ministration of  our  government. 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  passage 
of  the  independent  treasury  bill  by  the  congress  of 
the  United  States.  We  consider  it  a second  Decla- 
tion  ol  lndependence,  a measure  calculated  tocarry 
out  the  principles  of  democracy,  and  to  restore  in 
practice  the  long  abandoned  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  by  eti'ecling  a complete  separation  of 
the  government  from  the  banks — entrusting  the  cus- 
tody of  Ibe  public  money  to  responsible  officers — 
preventing  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country 
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from  loaning  out  the  public  money  for  the  benefit  of 
their  stockholders,  thus  rendering  themselves  inca- 
pable of  paying  the  government  drafts  when  present- 
ed, and  creating  ruinoris  expansions  and  contrac- 
tions of  paper  money,  which  have  so  often  prostrated 
the  entire  business  operations  of  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  no  effectual  legal 
provision  has  heretofore  existed  for  keeping  and 
disbursing  the  public  revenue,  the  passage  of  the 
independent  treasury  bill  was  necessary  and  impe- 
riously called  for,  that  the  treasure  of  the  country 
should  be  in  custody  prescribed  by  law,  rather  than 
left  to  the  uncontrolled  discretion  of  any  officer  of 
the  government. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  the  independent  treasury 
bill  will,  by  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  gold 
and  silver,  exercise  a salutary  influence  over  the 
banks  of  the  country  and  compel  them  to  keep  on 
hand  a larger  amount  of  gold  and  silver  than  they 
usually  have  done,  yet  it  will  by  no  means  prevent 
the  necessity  of  a thorough  and  radical  bank  reform, 
such  as  that  recommended  to,  and  earnestly  enforced 
upon  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  by  governor 
Porter  at  the  late  session  of  the  legislature 

Resolved,  That  the  present  distress  of  the  people 
is  the  natural  and  necessary  effect  of  those  ruinous 
expansions  and  contractions  to  which  the  currency 
of  the  country  has  been  subject  by  the  action  of  the 
banks  and  what  is  falsely  called  the  credit  sysem; 
and  judging  of  the  future  by  the  past,  we  believe 
the  same  evil  must  continue  periodically  to  recur 
from  these  causes,  after  short  intervals  of  delusive 
prosperity,  unless  the  legislature  shall  essentially 
and  radically  reform  our  entire  banking  system,  and, 
above  all,  shall  make  any  future  suspensions  of 
specie  payments  an  instant  and  irreversible  forfei- 
ture of  their  charters. 

Resolved,  That  we  hold  it  to  be  a cardinal  princi- 
ple of  democracy,  never  to  be  departed  from  in 
practice,  that  when  a man  is  placed  before  the  peo- 
ple as  a candidate  for  the  highest  and  most  reponsi- 
ble  situation  of  public  trust,  there  should  be  made, 
either  by  the  party  who  put  him  forth,  or  the  can 
didate  himself,  a fair,  full  and  frank  exposure  of  his 
principles  and  of  the  course  of  conduct  which  he 
will  pursue  if  elected:  and  that  a party  and  its  can- 
didates whose  avowed  course  of  action  is  to  make 
no  declaration  of  their  principles  for  the  public  eye, 
are  unworthy  of  the  support  of  freemen. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognise,  in  the  combination 
of  self-styled  whigs,  antimasons  and  abilitionists, 
composing  the  present  opposition  to  the  democratic 
party  of  the  union,  and  its  candidates,  all  the  odious 
principles  of  ancient  federalism,  among  which  we 
must  notice: 

1 . Their  hostility  to  the  equal  right  of  suffrage  in 
all  citizens  of  the  republic  who  contribute  to  its 
support. 

2.  Their  opposition  to  the  reception  and  natura- 
lization of  foreigners  as  evinced:  by  making  them 
undergo  a probation  of  fourteen  years  before  na- 
turalization, in  the  mean  time  compelling  them  to 
bear  arms  in  defence  of  the  country  and  contribute 
according  to  their  means  to  the  support  of  govern- 
ment. 

By  subjecting  them  to  an  ungracious  surveillance 
and  harrassing  oppression  under  the  alien  lawoftbe 
elder  Adams. 

In  attempting  to  deprive  foreigners  of  the  right 
which  they  now  have,  of  pre-emption  to  public 
lands  on  which  they  may  have  settled,  intending  to 
become  citizens  and  to  pay  for  and  occupy  such 
lands  for  permanent  residences. 

3.  Their  attempts  to  consolidate  the  government  of 
the  union,  and  thus  virtually  to  swallow  up  the  state 
governments,  by  forced  and  unnatural  constructions 
of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  S. 
and  giving  the  general  government  by  implication 
and  construction  powers  never  contemplated  by 
those  who  framed  that  instrument. 

4.  Their  attempts  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  to  restrict  free- 
men from  investigating  the  measures  and  conduct 
of  public  men,  under  severe  pains  and  penalties. 

5.  In  uniformly,  whenever  they  have  had  power, 
abusing  it,  and  trampling  under  foot  the  rights  of 
the  citizens,  squandering  the  public  funds  in  the 
most  wasteful  and  corrupt  manner  to  retain  their 
ill  gotten  power,  and  attempting  “to  treat  elections 
by  the  people  as  though  they  had  not  taken  place,” 
when  they  have  been  defeated  at  the  polls. 

6.  In  uniformly  manifesting  by  their  actions,  if 
not  by  their  words,  a contempt  for  the  understand- 
ing, intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people — at- 
tempting to  operate  upon  their  passions  and  preju- 
dices, rather  than  addressing  their  reasoning  facul- 
ties, vainly  thinking  to  seduce  them  from  democratic 
principles  by  talking  of  hatd  cider,  log  cabins  and 
similar  silly  humbugs. 


7.  Their  hostility  at  all  times  to  the  interests  of 
the  poor  man  and  their  devotion  to  banks,  bankers, 
speculators  and  the  weallhy  classes. 

8.  Their  hollow,  hypocritical  and  affected  sym- 
pathy for  the  slaves  of  the  south,  when  they  advo- 
cate the  pretentions  of  a candidate,  who,  first  as 
governor  approved,  and  afterwards  as  a senator 
voted  for  a law  to  sell  into  slavery  white  men  who 
might  be  unable  to  pay  fines  imposed  upon  them 
and  subjecting  them  to  thirty-nine  lashes  if  they  at- 
tempted to  escape  from  their  task-masters. 

Resolved,  That  we  hold  in  utter  abhorrance  the 
practice  now  so  prevalent  among  the  wealthy  part 
of  the  federal  party  of  attempting  to  coerce  laboring 
men  and  mechanics  to  vote,  not  as  their  consciences 
dictate,  but  as  their  employers  shall  direct;  a gross 
outrage  upon  the  rights  of  freemen,  subjecting  them 
to  a more  degrading  bondage  than  that  of  personal 
slavery. 

Resolved,  That  the  act  sometime  since  introduced 
into  the  senate  of  the  U.  States,  by  Mr.  Crittenden, 
of  Kentucky,  and  into  the  house  of  representatives, 
by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  and  supported  by  the 
leading  members  of  the  federal  party,  in  both 
branches  of  the  national  legislature,  purporting  to  be 
an  act  to  prevent  officers  of  the  general  government, 
from  interfering  at  elections,  would,  had  it  become  a 
law,  have  been  a greater  violation  of  the  rights  ot 
the  citizens,  than  the  sedition  law  of  1798.  The  at- 
tempt to  pass  it  is  another  evidence  of  how  closely 
federalism  is  ever  disposed  to  hug  to  its  bosom  the 
leading  and  characteristic  measures  ot  the  reign  of 
terror. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  no  faith  in  the'professions 
with,  and  can  extend  no  confidence  to  unavowed 
principles  of  a party,  who  change  their  name  almost 
every  presidential  election:  Who  at  one  time  would 
consider  war,  pestilence  and  famine  preferable  to 
the  election  of  a military  chieftain,  and  in  a few 
short  years  thereafter  nominate  a candidate  for  the 
presidency,  and  ask  the  people  to  support  him  solely 
on  the  ground  of  alleged  military  services,  his  title 
to  credit  wherefore  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  involved 
in  much  doubt. 

Resolved,  That  the  federal  party  acknowledges  its 
own  want  of  honesty  and  utter  desperation  by  false- 
ly attempting  to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that 
our  late  illustrious  democratic  president  Andrew 
Jackson,  our  firm,  upright  and  patriotic  governor, 
David  R.  Porter,  and  other  distinguished  democrats 
have  lost  confidence  in  president  Van  Buren  and 
abandoned  his  support,  when  it  is  well  known  that 
they  are  his  ardent  and  sincere  supporters  and 
friends. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  John  Davis,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  for  this  purpose  is  put  forward  as 


the  catspaw  of  federalism,  in  attempting  to  traduce 
thehon.  James  Buchanan  and  falsifying  his  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  laboring 
part  of  the  community,  is  but  another  evidence  of 
the  hypocrisy  and  dishonest  means  to  which  that 
party  is  at  all  times  willing  to  resort  for  the  attain- 
ment of  its  ends.  That  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
whose  rights  it  i3  alleged  have  been  assailed,  are 
active  members  of  the  democratic  party  and  in  prin- 
ciple and  practice  are  ardent  supporters  of  its  as- 
cendency, and  neither  Mr.  Buchanan  nor  the  demo- 
cratic party,  with  which  he  is  identified,  has  ever 
advocated  doctrines  or  measures  that  would  in  the 
slightest  degree  infringe  upon  their  rights  or  injuri- 
ously affect  their  interests;  but  who  are  and  ever 
have  been  their  most  steadfast  supporters  and  truest 
friends. 

Resolved,  ThatWm.  Henry  Harrison  and  John 
Tyler  aie  the  fit  candidates  of  the  party  who  desire 
to  see  the  poor  man  who  does  not  own  real  estate 
deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  both  pledged  by  their  recorded  acts  in  favor  of 
requiring  a freehold  estate  in  lands  as  a necessary 
qualification  to  vote  at  el.-ctions:  Wm.  Henry  Har- 
rison having  as  governor  of  the  northwestern  terri- 
tory approved  a law,  disfranchising  every  citizen 
who  did  not  own  50  acres  of  land,  and  John  Tyler 
having  by  his  vote  prevented  a similar  provision 
from  being  stricken  out  of  the  constitution  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  entertain  the  high 
est  respect  for  David  R.  Porter,  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  cordially  recommend  him  to  the  demo- 
cracy for  a re-election  to  that  office. 

On  motion  of  A.  Cummings,  esq.  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  persons  be 
appointed  to  communicate  to  the  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  the  cordial  and  hear- 
ty concurrence  of  this  convention  and  the  democracy 
of  this  commonwealth,  in  their  nomination  for  re- 
election  by  the  national  convention  at  Baltimore 

Committee  under  the  above  resolution,  were 
Alexander  Cummings,  Benjamin  Mifflin,  William 
0.  Kline 


On  motion  of  R.  Frazer,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  warm  thanks  of  the  conven- 
tion be  and  they  are  hereby  voted  to  Mr.  John  Wil- 
liams, for  the  use  of  his  beautiful  orchard  and 
grounds  where  the  convention  assembled. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  the  conven- 
tion was  addressed  by  James  M.  Buchanan,  esq.  of 
Baltimore,  and  col.  James  Page,  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and  suggested  that  as  the 
business  of  the  convention  had  been  concluded,  and 
as  the  members  who  composed  it  had  undergone 
much  fatigue  during  the  day,  they  had  now'  betier 
finally  adjourn.  It  was  intended  to  hold  a meeting 
at  8 o’clock  this  evening,  in  the  Market  square, 
where  it  was  his  intention  to  redeem  his  pledge  and 
address  his  fellow  citizens.  He  then  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Fellow  citizens: — We  have  assembled  toge- 
ther for  a great  and  glorious  purpose.  It  is  for  the 
purpose  of  devising  means  to  promote  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number.  We  want  the  bless- 
ings of  a republican  government,  in  the  memorable 
words  of  Jackson,  to  descend  like  the  dews  of  hea- 
ven equally  on  all  mankind.  We  are  democrats  in 
principle  and  practice,  and  the  human  race  are  at 
last  destined  to  be  enlightened  by  the  divine  ray 
with  which  it  has  pleased  heaven  to  bless  this  favoi- 
ed  land.  Democracy  will  march  hand  in  hand  with 
Christianity,  until  finally  it  will  pervade  all  nations 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  among  whom  there  will  not 
be  one  man  who  cannot  say  to  his  fellow  man,  “I 
am  your  equal,  and  have  equal  rights  and  equal  li- 
berty with  yourself.”  (Cheers). 

On  motion  of  col.  Reah  Frazer,  the  convention 
adjourned  sine  die. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Mb.  Vattemap.e’s  system  of  international 
exchanges.  Our  selection  from  the  volume  ot 
recommendations  before  us  for  the  last  Register,  was 
confined  to  persons  of  eminence  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. From  ihe  immense  number  which  have  lent 
to  it  the  sanction  of  their  names  and  influence  in 
this  country,  we  have  room  only  for  the  following: 

Mon.  Alexandre  Vattemare  having  submitted  his 
plan  of  an  international  exchange  of  the  works  of 
literature,  and  the  specimen  of  ait,  science,  indus- 
try and  national  productions  of  the  various  coun- 
tries of  Europe  and  America,  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  members  of  the  cabinet: 
these  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  express  their 
approbation  of  his  plan,  in  the  following  very  hand- 
some and  complimentary  writing,  which  they  drew 
up  signed  and  returned  to  Mon.  Vattemare: 

Concurring  in  the  views  so  generally  entertained 
of  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  science  and 
literature,  from  a successful  execution  of  Mr.  Alex- 


andre Vattemare’s  plan  of  international  exchanges 
of  the  productions  ol  the  arts,  science  and  industry, 
the  undersigned,  take  pleasure  in  giving  the  testi- 
monial of  their  approbation  to  Mr.  Vattemare’s  ex- 
ertions— of  their  wish  that  they  may  be  crowned 
with  entire  success,  and  of  their  disposition  to  con- 
tribute, by  all  means  in  their  power,  to  the  attain- 
ment of  that  object.  M.  Van  Buken, 

John  Forsyth, 

Levi  Woodbury. 

Adding  an  earnest  hope  that  immediate  steps  may 
be  taken  to  accomplish  the  end  desired. 

J.  R.  Poinsett, 

J.  K.  Paulding, 
John  M.  Niles, 

H.  D.  Gilpin. 

To  Ihe  honorable  the  members  of  the  senate,  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica: 

Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  of  France,  respect- 
fully request  the  honorable  members  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  to  do  him  the  honor 
to  affix  their  signatures  to  this  paper,  as  a mark  of 
their  approbation  of  his  project  of  a system  of  in- 
ternational exchange  of  the  specimens  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  arts,  sciences,  industry  and  national 
history,  of  each  country. 

The  absolute  and  the  representative  governments 
of  Europe  have  entered  with  eagerness  into  the 
pacific  coalition,  calculated  to  draw  closer  and  closer 
the  bonds  of  human  society,  and  thus  to  realize  and 
extend  to  all  nations  the  noble  idea  contained  in  the 
American  motto,  and  to  let  it  read  for  the  future  not 
'e  pluribus  ununi,’  but  ex  omnibus  unum. 

Mr.  Vattemare  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  using  his  utmost  exertions  to  unite 
the  two  W'orlds,  and  to  excite  a mutual  good  feeling 
by  the  reciprocal  interchange  of  good  offices,  and 
he  flatters  himsplf  that  the  American  nation,  so 
great,  so  enlightened,  and  so  forward  in  adopting 
every  improvement  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  will 
not  hesitate  to  embrace,  through  its  worthy  repre- 
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sentatives,  this  truly  holly  alliance,  which  he  offers 
them  as  an  humble  missionary  of  peace  and  good 
will  towards  men — all  children  of  the  same  eternal 
father!! 

From  the  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  June  6 III,  1840. 

I have  conversed  fully  with  Mr.  Alexandre  Vat- 
temare,  on  the  plan  of  international  exchanges,  as 
explained  above,  and  by  him  verbally,  and  I not 
only  approve  of  his  effort,  but  consider  it  most  libe- 
ral and  honorable,  and  praiseworthy,  on  his  part,  to 
make  such  exertions  to  advance  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  and  their  advancement  in  sciences.  I 
wish  him  entire  success. 

Richd.  M.  Johnson. 

7th  June,  1840. 

The  president  of  the  United  States,  upon  reading 
the  above,  was  pleased  to  write  his  approbation  as 
follows:  In  all  which  I very  cordially  concur. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

The  mutual  interchange  between  nations,  of  the 
productions  of  genius  and  intellect,  is  a happy  sug- 
gestion. In  being  carried  out  to  full  practical  re- 
sults, in  conformity  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Vatte- 
mare,  it  will  greatly  enlarge  and  extend  the  sphere 
of  talent  and  intelligence,  and  give  a universality  to 
their  influence  and  usefulness,  scarcely  to  be  attain- 
ed in  any  other  way. 

If  Mr.  Vattemare’s  laudable  designs  shall  be  suc- 
cessful, he  will  have  inscribed  his  own  name  high 
upon  that  pedestal  which  beam  the  names  of  so 
many  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
promotion  of  civilization,  and  the  improvement  and 
happiness  of  man. 

John  Ruggles,  of  Maine. 

“I  concur  in  opinion  with  the  gentlemen  whose 
names  precede  mine” — was  written  by  the  hon  Mr. 
Clayton,  senator  from  Delaware — under  which  the 
hon.  Mr.  Pierce  wrote— and  1, 

Franklin  Pierce,  of  N.  Hampshire. 

I cheerfully  add  my  testimony  to  the  numerous 
approvals  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  plan  of  exchange  in 
the  arts,  and  I am  satisfied  that  it  will  be  alike  ho- 
norable, liberal  and  uselul. 

John  Davis,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Vattemare’s  conception  is  original,  philan- 
thropic and  practical.  It  is  worthy  of  the  age,  and  of 
the  approbation  of  all  enlightened  men— the  cry  of 
the  civilized  world  is  that  of  Ajax.  “Let  there  be 
light.”  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts. 

A proposition  to  diffuse  knowledge  among  men, 
will  be  approved  by  the  friends  of  man. 

N.  R.  Knight,  R.  Island. 

June  23,  1840. 

Washington , senate  chamber,  June  26,  1840. 

Knowledge  is  power. 

Nathan  F.  Dixon,  Pawcatuck,  R.  Island. 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  for  inter- 
national exchanges  of  specimens  of  the  productions 
of  the  arts,  science,  industry  and  natural  history  of 
each  country,  meets  my  approbation,  and  I think 
he  ou^ht  to  be  encouraged  to  carry  his  system  into 
full  effect. 

Perry  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

I take  pleasure  in  expressing  in  the  favorable 
opinion  I entertain  of  the  system  of  exchanges  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Vattemare.  It  is  well  calculated  to 
extend  useful  information,  and  docs  honor  to  the 
genius  and  philanthropy  of  its  projector. 

J.  W.  Huntington,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Vattemare’s  project  is  deserving  of  favor  and 
support,  and  I hope  his  efforts  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution may  be  successful. 

Saml.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont. 

Lcordially  approve  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  system  of 
international  exchange,  &c. 

N.  P.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York. 

The  system  of  literary  exchanges  to  which  Mr. 
Vattemare  has  devoted  himself,  with  the  zeal  of  an 
apostle,  commends  itself  to  the  generous,  the  learn- 
ed and  the  wise,  because  it  promotes  a common- 
wealth ot  letters,  and  a community  of  intelligence. 
The  United  States  will  receive  benefit  by  its  adop- 
tion. It  will  bring  to  us  the  letters  and  sciences,  of 
centuries  gone  by,  and  the  improvements  founded 
upon  them.  Europe  will  not  prolit  less — the  go- 
vernments and  people  will  be  taught  much,  which 
they  do  not  sufficiently  understand  of  a nation, 
youthful,  vigorous,  enterprising,  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  inventions,  and  the  love  of  letters,  and  ra- 
pidly assuming  her  just  position  of  power  and  in- 
fluence in  all  the  relations  of  the  commercial  and 
Christian  world. 

Saml.  L.  Southard,  ol  N.  Jersey. 

Washington,  10th  June,  1840. 

I concur  in  the  approbation  expressed  of  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Vattemare,  of  a system  of  international  ex- 
chan o-e,  which  he  has  submitted.  It  is  in  accor- 
dance with  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age,  and  re- 
flects upon  him  the  highest  honor. 

Garret  D.  Wall,  of  N.  Jersey. 


Between  the  old  and  the  new  world,  there  has 
long  existed  a mutual  spirit  of  enterprise  in  the  ex- 
change of  commercial  objects.  But  it  belongs  to 
Vattemare  to  have  suggested  a national  interchange 
of  intellectual  matter,  both  as  regards  literature  and 
the  fine  arts.  I hope  the  enlightened  nations  of  the 
world  will  join  cheerfully  in  bringingto  consumma- 
tion a project  of  such  universal  interest. 

Danl.  Sturgeon,  of  Pennsylvania. 

June  20th,  1840. 

I concur  in  opinion  with  the  gentlemen  whose 
names  precede  mine. 

T.  Clayton,  of  New  Castle,  Delaware. 

June  27,  1840. 

Concurring  in  the  views  expressed  by  several 
honorable  senators  whose  names  are  subscribed  to 
their  several  opinions  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  system,  I 
need  do  no  more  than  express  that  concurrence,  and 
my  wishes  for  his  success. 

Wm.  D.  Merrick,  of  Maryland. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Vattemare  is  exceedingly 
striking,  and  entitled  to  the  utmost  favor  from  every 
well  wisher  of  his  race,  who  duly  appreciate  the 
blessings  ot  knowledge.  No  pains  should  be  spared 
to  carry  into  practical  execution  his  noble  concep- 
tion; and  should  feel  myself  happy  in  having  it  in 
my  power  in  any  way  to  contribute  thereto. 

Rost.  Strange,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

I cordially  concur  in  the  above  expression  of  ap- 
probation [the  expression  of  Mr.  Benton,  of  Mo.], 
of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  for  the  extension  of 
knowledge  and  information  among  the  nations  of 
the  civilized  world. 

Bedford  Brown,  of  N.  Carolina. 

The  adoption  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  project,  by  the 
elightened  governments  of  the  world,  would  be  a 
decided  step  in  the  progress  of  general  civilization. 

Wm.  C.  Preston,  of  S.  Carolina. 

With  pleasure  I express  my  hearty  concurrence 
in  the  opinion  of  my  distinguished  countrymen  in 
regard  to  the  merit  and  importance  to  the  literary 
enterprise  and  undertaking  of  Mr.  Vattemare. 

Wilson  Lumpkin,  of  Athens,  Georgia. 

Washington,  Jane  23 d,  1840. 

I concur  readily  with  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
precede  mine  in  approving  the  plan  of  Mr.  Vatte- 
mare. A.  Cuthbert,  of  Georgia. 

The  plan  of  interchange  proposed  by  Mr.  Vatte- 
mare cannot  fail  to  augment  the  knowledge  whiie 
it  will  cement  the  amicable  relations  of  the  nations 
adopting  it.  He  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  the 
arduous  and  disinterested  exertions,  which  he  has 
made  to  engage  the  acceptance  and  execution  of 
the  plan. 

Henry  Clay,  of  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Vattemare’s  project  is  peculiar,  vast  and 
useful.  If  carried  outit  would  make  a strikingand 
valuable  miniature  exhibit  of  the  world  in  the  arts, 
the  sciences,  and  every  variety  of  knowledge. 

S.  Anderson,  of  Tennessee. 

I heartily  concur  in  the  expression  of  entire  ap- 
probation of  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  and 
believe  his  efforts,  if  successful,  will  be  productive 
of  great  beneficial  results. 

Felix  Grundy,  of  Nashville,  Ten. 

Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare’s  praiseworthy  exer- 
tions for  bringing  into  successful  operation  of  a sys- 
tem of  international  exchanges  between  the  old  and 
new  world,  of  such  results  of  intellectual  enterprise, 
skill  and  invention,  as  are  most  remarkable  and  in- 
teresting in  the  science  of  literature,  the  fine  art3, 
&c.well  deserves,  and  I trust,  will  receive  the  pa- 
tronage of  every  enlightened  nation.  The  United 
States  of  America,  at  least,  will  not  fail  to  contri- 
bute their  full  share  in  furtherance  of  the  fulfilment 
of  so  laudable  an  undertaking. 

Richd.  M.  Young,  of  Illinois. 

Senate  chamber,  June  13,  1840. 

The  project  of  Mr.  Vattemare  strikes  me  as  a 
most  happy  conception;  and  if  properly  carried  into 
operation,  will  be  productive  of  much  good. 

John  M.  Robinson,  of  Illinois. 

Washington  city,  June  26,  1840. 

I most  cordially  approve  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Vat- 
temare’s “system  of  international  exchange,”  and 
heartly  desire  its  successful  accomplishment. 

C.  C.  Clay,  of  Alabama. 

Senate,  U.  S.  June  15,  1840. 

I am  fully  aware  that  theobject  of  M.  Vattemare 
is  a laudable  one;  but  have  not  been  able  to  give  to 
it  such  an  examination  as  will  enable  me  to  judge 
of  its  practicability. 

Wm.  R.  King,  of  Alabama. 

I concur  in  the  above  recommendation,  (the  re- 
commendation of  the  honorable  John  Norvell,  of 
Michigan).  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Mississippi. 

No  proposition  has  come  within  my  knowledge 
which  promises  so  much  to  dissipate  prejudice  and 
diffuse  a liberal  intelligence  among  the  great  family 
of  mankind,  and  upon  such  economical  terms  of  re- 


ciprocity, as  that  of  international  exchange  proposed 
by  Mr.  Vattemare.  I conclude,  therefore,  the  ge- 
nerous and  benevolent,  every  where,  must  concur 
in  wishing  success  to  his  enterprise. 

John  Henderson,  of  Miss. 

Every  measure  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
spreading  the  lights  of  religion  and  knowledge,  and 
to  bring  the  different  nations  of  the  earth  into  close 
communication,  and  binding  them  together  by  the 
hands  of  harmony,  love  and  common  interests,  must 
have  beneficial  results.  Such  1 believe  would  be 
the  tendency  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  exertions. 

Lewis  F.  Linn,  of  Missouri. 

I cannot  limit  myself  to  the  expression  of  my 
great  approbation  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  plan,  and  my 
sincere  desire  to  see  it  accomplished,  but  must  add 
that  I feel  it  as  one  of  the  felicities  of  my  life  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the  personal 
acquaintance  of  a gentle.man  who  is  the  author  and 
inventor  of  a scheme  so  enlarged  and  liberal,  and  so 
conductive  to  the  good  understanding  of  nations, 
and  who  unites  to  great  and  varied  talents  an  amia- 
bility which  has  conciliated  friends  all  over  the 
world.  T.  H.  Benton,  of  Missouri. 

The  project  of  Mr.  Vattemare  of  establishing  an 
international  exchange  of  the  specimens  of  the  arts, 
science,  industry  and  natural  history,  is  one  which 
must  meet  the  cordial  approbation  of  every  enlight- 
ened and  liberal  citizen  of  any  country. 

A.  H.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas. 

I the  more  cordially  concur  in  the  approbation 
expressed  of  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  be- 
cause it  proceeds  from  a citizen  of  France,  distin- 
guished alike  for  her  early  attachment  to  America, 
for  her  general  philanthropy  and  devotion  to  human 
liberty,  and  for  the  genius,  the  science,  the  courage 
and  enthusiam,  which  have  shed  a blaze  of  glory  on 
her  national  character. 

John  Norvell,  of  Michigan. 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Vattemare  commending  itself, 
as  it  does,  to  the  lovers  of  science  and  the  promoters 
of  mental  improvements  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  has  my  ardent  wishes  for  its  success. 

A.  S.  Porter,  of  Michigan. 

I take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  thanks  to  Mr. 
Vattemare  for  his  generous  exertions  in  promoting 
an  object,  which  promises  so  much  benefit  to  man- 
kind. 

Asbury  Dickens,  secretary  of  the  senate. 

Of  the  certificates  of  the  representatives — almost 
all  of  whose  names  appear  in  favor  of  the  project — 
the  following  must  suffice  as  specimens: 

To  the  approbation  I have  already  expressed  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  as  a member  of  the 
committee  on  the  library  of  congress,  1 take  plea- 
sure in  adding  this  individual  assurance  of  my  best 
wishes  for  the  success  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  plan  for 
international  exchanges. 

Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  of  Providence. 

I add  with  pleasure  my  signature  in  token  of  my 
approbation  of  the  design  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  and 
my  good  wishes  for  its  success. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 

[In  addition  to  the  above,  Mr.  Adams  has  ad- 
dressed a very  handsome  and  complimentary  letter 
to  Mr.  Vattemare.] 

Stranger:  Go  on  with  your  great  work.  By  it 
you  are  advancing  the  cause  of  civilization  and  im- 
provement; by  it  distant  people  will  not  only  change 
specimens  of  arts,  literature  and  science,  but  they 
will  intermit  thoughts,  ideas  and  sentiments.  May 
that  reward  follow  your  efforts  which  belongs  to 
those  whose  labors  improve  the  condition  of  society, 
and  make  men  wiser  and  better.  G.  N.  Briggs, 

Of  Lanesborough,  Massachusetts. 

My  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Vattemare’s  design,  as  expressed  in  the  preceding 
address.  Charles  Johnston. 

Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess  county , New  York. 

Cold  Spring,  New  York. 

Mr.  Vattemare  is  at  once  the  missionary  of  the 
arts  and  of  philanthropy;  his  field  is  the  world — he 
has  my  best  w'ishes  that  success  may  attend  his  no- 
ble enterprise.  Edward  Curtis. 

As  a member  of  the  committee  on  the  library  of 
congress,  I have  had  occasion  to  examine  the  pro- 
ject of  Mr.  Alexander  Vattemare,  and  most  hearti- 
ly approve  of  it.  I sincerely  hope  that  he  inay  be 
successful  in  its  establishment. 

Chas.  Naylor,  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Vattemare’s  active  benevolence,  and  the  kind 
and  catholic  spirit  exhibited  in  his  plan,  entitle  him 
to  much  higher  evidence  of  consideration  than  is 
afforded  by  complying  with  his  very  moderate  re- 
quest. John  Sergeant. 

Beautiful  France  ever  renders  us  blessings  and 
promotes  our  happiness.  She  sent  us  Lafayette  to 
aid  in  the  achievement  of  our  political  liberty,  and 
now'  we  welcome  Vattemare,  w ho  brings  us  intel- 
lectual enjoyment,  and  with  it  the  refinement  of 
freedom,  the  cultivation  of  peace  and  good  will  to 
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every  nation  and  people  under  the  canopy  of  Hea- 
ven. 

Go  on  in  the  good  work,  and  when  the  fruits 
shall  be  gathered,  the  indefatigable  author  and  his 
country  will  be  hailed  as  the  benefactors  of  the 
world.  George  M.  Keim. 

In  the  interchange  between  the  old  and  the  new 
world,  of  the  specimens  of  arts  and  science,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  plan  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  there  is  much 
of  instruction  and  intellectual  entertainments  to  be 
derived  by  the  inhabitants  of  both  hemispheres. 

Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Catoclin  valley,  Md. 

Should  you  succeed  in  thus  establishing  a new 
bond  of  union  between  the  members  of  the  great  re- 
public of  letters,  you  will  doubtless  receive  from 
them  the  thanks  which  your  efforts  have  already 
deserved.  The  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
for  which  you  are  laboring,  will  serve,  I trust,  to 
increase  the  number  of  those  who  will  understand 
and  appreciate  your  exertions  for  the  improvement 
of  your  race.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

House  of  representatives,  July  10, 1840. 

Dear  sir:  T thank  you  for  the  copy  of  your  let- 
ter to  the  Madisonian,  of  the  18th  June,  1840.  It 
affords  me  the  opportunity  of  expressing  more  fully 
my  gratitude  for  your  truly  original  conception 
of  introducing  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  each  other 
by  the  right  hands  of  their  arts,  sciences,  discove- 
ries, curiosities,  products  of  labor  and  lands,  and 
thus  uniting  them  by  an  "ex change"  of  courtesy  as 
well  as  of  “specimens”  which  will  not  only  distri- 
bute and  equalise  the  blessings  of  peace  to  all  man- 
kind, but  guard  them  much  from  the  curses  of  war. 

I delight  in  a plan  which  promises  the  opportuni- 
ty to  this  young  republican  nation  of  displaying  her 
charms,  gifts  and  graces  to  Europe,  wdiere  her  riches 
and  beauties  and  (lowers  are  not  known,  and  where 
she  cannot,  without  throwing  away  her  modesty 
claim  her  own — too  often  attributed  to  her  English 
mother,  because  of  nearly  the  “same  language,  laws 
and  religion.” 

If  you  succeed,  sir,  as  I sincerely  hope  you  will, 
it  will  be  another  instance  added  to  the  many  in 
which  a son  of  France  has  proved  himself  a bene- 
factor to  the  United  States  of  America.  I am,  sir, 
respectfully,  yours,  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Alexandre  Vattemare,  Washington  city. 

I approve  all  efforts  calculated  to  make  nations 
better  acquainted  with  each  other  by  an  exchange 
of  their  natural  and  intellectual  productions. 

J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  adding  the  humble  token 
of  my  highest  approbation  to  the  most  commendable 
enterprise  of  Mr.  Vatternare. 

W.  J.  Graves.  Louisville,  Ky. 

I confine  myself  to  the  unqualified  expression  of 
my  approbation  of  Mr.  Vattemare’s  plan,  and  sin- 
cerely hope  it  may  be  fully  consummated. 

Thos.  W.  Chinn,  of  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

We  abridge  the  detail  of  recommendations  to  Mr. 
Vattemare’s  project,  in  order  to  insert  the  following 
illustration  of  the  vast  field  which  would  be  opened 
for  interchanges  by  adopting  it,  and  which  we  ex- 
tract from  the  New  York  Signal. 

Scientific  exchanges.  On  Wednesday, oflast  week, 
between  30  and  40  ladies  and  gentlemen  took  the  9 
o’clock  boat  to  Staten  Island,  for  examining  and 
collecting  specimens  of  minerals,  plants  and  shells, 
to  be  found  in  that  interesting  spot.  Availing 
themselves  of  a polite  invitation  from  Mr.  Caleb 
Ward,  the  companv,  on  lauding  from  the  boat,  re- 
tired directly  to  his  house.  On  their  arrival  at  his 
pleasant  mansion,  a meeting  was  organized  by  ap- 
pointing the  rev.  Dr.  Elliott,  editor  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate,  Cincinnati,  chairman,  and  rev. 
George  Peck,  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Magazine, 
New  York,  secretary.  After  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  arrangements,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Holbrook,  Want  and  Kidder,  Mr.  Ward  exhibited, 
explained  and  presented  to  the  company,  an  inte- 
resting collection  of  specimens,  which  had  been 
procured  from  different  parts  of  the  island,  and  many 
of  them  from  his  own  premises. 

After  thus  enjoying  the  generous  hospitality  of 
Mr.  Ward,  and  fixing  upon  the  arrangements  for  the 
day,  the  company,  divided  into  several  parties,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  various  locations  known  to  be  inte- 
resting for  their  delightful  prospects,  interesting 
scenery,  or  valuable  specimens  of  animal,  vegetable 
and  mineral  productions.  Alter  thus  rambling  for 
two  or  three  hours  on  that  delightful  spot,  for  the 
combined  object  of  health,  pleasure  and  instruction, 
the  company  met  in  a pleasant  grove,  where  they 
found  a large  and  rich  carpet  of  green,  which  an- 
swered admirably  the  double  purpose  of  table  and 
chairs,  while  they  were  fully  protected  from  the 
rays  of  the  sun  by  the  thick  shades  which  overspread 
them. 

In  the  common  deposit,  made  on  the  reassembling 
of  the  company,  were  found  an  interesting  group  of 


minerals,  which  accompany  the  serpentine  hills 
which  stretch  through  the  island,  extending  through 
a considerable  portion  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  Virginia.  These  minerals  are  mag- 
nesia, combined  in  different  forms,  talc,  steatite  as- 
bestos, in  beautiful  varieties,  nemalite,  marmalite, 
chromate  of  iron,  or  chrome  ore,  hematite,  a rich 
iron  ore,  christalized  quartz,  and  some  others. 

Among  the  vegetables  to  be  found  on  the  island, 
is  a large  variety  of  forest  trees,  embracing  some 
eight  or  ten  kinds  of  oak,  with  several  varieties  of 
hickory,  maple,  chesnut,  beach,  pine,  with  nume- 
rous smaller  running  and  climbing  plants,  protect- 
ed by  their  shade,  supported  by  their  trunks,  and 
hanging  upon  their  branches.  On  the  shores  of  the 
island  is  a considerable  variety  of  shells,  found  in 
sufficient  abundance  to  furnish  all  the  individuals  of 
the  company  with  a supply  for  their  own  cabinets, 
and  many  to  distribute  to  their  friends,  or  the 
friends  of  science  in  other  cities  or  countries. 
Besides  the  interesting  variety  of  shells  to  be  found 
upon  the  shore,  is  a large  and  singular  depo-ite  of 
graphic  granite,  composed  almost  entirely  of  felspar, 
a tew  yards  south  of  the  landing.  A valuable 
quarry  of  fine  granite,  an  excellent  building  mate- 
rial, has  also  been  discovered  by  Dr.  Ansley,  one  of 
the  physicians  in  the  health  office,  connected  with 
the  quarentine.  Dr.  Doane,  the  principal  in  the 
office,  presented  to  one  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments a beautiful  and  rich  specimen  of  copper  ore, 
from  mines  now  wrought  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

After  partaking  of  the  intellectual  repast  furnish- 
ed by  the  materials  collected  in  all  their  richness 
and  beauty  directly  from  the  bounties  of  Providence, 
and  fully  satisfying  their  grosser  appetites  from  a 
large  supply  of  eatables  provided  for  the  occasion, 
the  company  again  separated,  to  extend  their  ram- 
bles and  increase  their  collections,  richly  scattered 
by  the  hand  that  weighs  the  mountains  in  scales  and 
the  hills  in  a balance,  arid  takes  up  the  isles  of  the 
sea  as  a very  little  thing. 

This  delightful  and  profitable  visit  to  Staten  Is- 
land is  one  of  a series  of  excursions  the  company 
are  about  making  to  various  places  in  the  vicinity 
of  New  York,  with  a view  of  aiding  each  other  in 
procuring  for  their  individual  and  separate  use, 
“cabinets  of  nature  and  art,”  and  for  ren- 
dering some  humble  offerings  to  the  cause  ot  "diffus- 
ing knowledge  over  the  globe,”  in  connection  with  a 
general  system  of  “scientific  exchanges,”  now 
in  progress  in  the  different  countries  and  nations 
upon  the  earth. 

Without  an  attempt  to  detail,  or  even  to  mention 
the  numerous  advantages  that  could  hardly  fail  to 
arise  from  a general  system  of  scientific  excursions, 
exchanges  and  other  means  for  a kind  and  Christian 
reciprocation  in  the  common  bounties  furnished  to 
the  human  family  by  an  all-wise  Protector  and 
boundless  Benefactor,  it  would  be  an  improper,  and 
even  an  ungrateful  neglect,  not  to  recognize  these 
bounties  of  Providence,  or  to  apply  the  powers  we 
possess  for  studying  and  applying  them  for  elevating 
our  views  and  feelings  from  nature  up  to  nature’s 
God.  Charles  Elliott,  chairman. 

George  Peck,  secretary.' 

Reward  of  industry  and  merit.  Mr.  Ran- 
toul,  in  his  discourse  before  the  institute  of  instruc 
tion,  which  we  noticed  some  days  since,  after  giving 
a description  of  the  various  interests  of  wealth  ex- 
isting among  us,  goes  on  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
portionate importance,  measured  by  a pecuniary 
standard,  of  these  several  interests — and  he  selects 
Massachusetts  as  the  subject  of  inquiry: 

“If  by  wealth  we  understand  the  power  of  com- 
manding articles  of  comfort  and  luxury,  and  the  va- 
rious accommodations  which  money  will  purchase, 
it  is  plain,  that  for  the  purpose  of  our  comparison, 
we  must  regard  those  as  equally  wealthy  who  pos 
sess  ar,  equal  fund  of  this  power;  no  matter  whether 
they  hold  it  in  the  shape  of  muscular  strength,  prac- 
tical talent,  productive  acres,  or  hoarded  gold. 

“In  Massachusetts  there  are  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  among  whom  are  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  able  bodied  men  capa- 
ble of  earning  by  their  labor,  upon  an  average,  three 
hundred  dollars  a year.  This  is  not  too  high  an  es- 
timate, when  we  throw  into  the  account  all  the  la- 
bor done  by  women  and  children,  which  we  shall 
not  reckon  separately,  and  all  that  degree  of  skill 
involved  in  various  kinds  of  labor,  so  that  it  cannot 
be  distinguished,  as  where  the  labor,  and  not  the 
skill,  is  what  is  principally  paid  for.  Each  pair  of 
working  arms,  therefore,  if  we  reckon  but  a hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  pairs  in  the  state,  represents  an 
active  capital  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  pro- 
ductive fund  of  labor  in  the  aggregate  is  equal  to 
nine  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  class,  there 
fore,  holds  in  its  possession  more  wealth  than  any 
other,  and  this  is  true  not  only  in  Massachusetts, 
but  in  every  state  in  the  union. 


“The  interest  of  skill  is  not  so  easily  measured. 
We  have,  however,  facts  from  which  we  may  fairly 
infer,  that  though  of  much  less  magnitude  than  that 
of  labor,  it  is  very  far  beyond  that  of  capital. 

“A  return  of  the  products  of  industry  in  Massa- 
chusetts, made  last  year  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
exhibit  a total  of  more  than  eighty-two  millions  of 
dollars.  It  is  true,  that  in  this  return,  no  allowance 
is  made  fur  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  the  ma- 
nafactured  articles;  but  neither  did  it  include  the 
products  of  agriculture  generally,  nor  the  earnings 
of  commerce  Making  the  proper  allowance  for 
these  particulars,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  value 
created  by  the  productive  industry  of  the  state,  in 
one  year,  exceeds  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
01  this  sum,  fifty-four  millions  are  the  wages  of 
labor;  about  eighteen  millions  are  the  wages  of  ca- 
pital; and  there  will  remain  therefore  about  twenty- 
eight  millions  to  be  the  reward  of  talent,  skill  and 
ingenuity.  So  that  this  is,  if  measured  by  a pecu- 
niary standard;  clearly  the  second  great  interest  in 
the  community. 

“Of  the  accumulated  property  in  the  state,  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  millions,  considerable  more 
than  half  consists  of  real  estate,  a smaller  proportion 
constitutes  the  wealth  embarked  in  commercial  and 
manufacturing  pursuits,  and  the  least  share  of  all 
exists  in  the  shape  of  moneyed  capital.  If  this  is 
the  case  in  Massachusetts,  richer  in  moneyed  capi- 
tal,  in  proportion  to  her  numbers  than  any  other 
state  in  the  union,  it  is  still  more  so  in  every  other 
state. 

“If  these  premises  are  correct,  and  they  are  as 
nearly  so  as  they  can  at  present  be  made,  the  pro- 
ductive fund  which  yields  the  annual  income  of 
Massachusetts  may  be  thus  estimated: 

Labor  worth  ....  $900,000,000 
Skill  and  talent  worth  . . . 466,666,666 

Accumulated  property  worth  . . 300,000,000 


Making  in  all  $1,666,666,666 

“In  what  country  under  heaven  is  talent  and  in- 
dustry so  regarded?  Assuredly,  no  where  can  they 
boast  of  such  rewards  as  in  New  England;  for  these 
advantages  are  common  though  in  different  degrees 
to  all  the  New  England  states.  And  to  what  cause 
does  New  England  owe  this  enviable  superiority? 
The  superiority  of  education,  diffused  by  her  com- 
mon schools  through  her  whole  population,  has  en- 
abled her  to  evercome  the  resistence  of  her  incle- 
ment climate  and  her  barreirsoil,  and  thus  nobly  to 
distance  all  her  rivals  in  the  career  of  improvement.” 

[ Merc.  Journal. 

* 

Steamboat  disasters.  During  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  (say?  the  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce)  Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  senate  instructing  them  to  inquire  whether  the 
law  regulating  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,  does  not  require  amendment,  submitted 
a report  to  that  body,  accompanied  by  a bill  amen- 
datory of  the  law  of  1838.  This  bill  was  left 
among  the  mass  of  unfinished  business,  and  conse- 
quently the  law  of  1838  still  remains  in  force.  The 
committee  express  an  opinion  that  said  law  has 
contributed  in  some  degree  to  oiblic  security,  but 
add,  “we  have  abundant  proof  that  it  falls  far  short 
of  effectually  shielding  the  public  from  those  disas- 
ters  which  prompted  its  adoption.”  In  proof  of  this, 
(hey  state  that  in  the  course  of  the  past  year  about 
200  lives  had  been  lost  in  consequence  of  steam- 
boat disasters,  exceeding  the  average  of  former 
years. 

There  were  41  accidents  in  1S39  on  the  western 
waters  alone.  The  following  statistical  account  of 
them  is  derived  from  a western  publication: 


Snagged  21 

Struck  upon  rocks,  &e.  7 

Destroyed  by  fire  6 

Explosions  4 

Collisions  3 


41 

Of  these,  23  were  totally  lost.  Loss  of  property 
estimated  at  not  less  than  a million  of  dollars. 


Lives  lost  by  explosions 

39 

By  other  causes 

7 

46 

Snagged  on  the  Lower  Mississippi 

11 

on  the  Missouri 

4 

on  the  Ohio 

4 

on  the  Yazoo 

1 

on  the  Red  River 

1 

21 

Add  to  these  the  loss  of  the  Great  Western  by 
fire,  in  Detriot  river,  a new  boat,  built  at  a cost  of 
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$100,000;  the  accident  on  board  the  Narraganset,  | 
on  Long  Island  sound,  in  August  last,  by  which 
seveial  persons  were  severely  scalded;  the  loss  of 
the  Lexington,  by  lire,  on  the  sound,  by  which 
about  150  lives  were  lost;  the  collapse  ot  a flue  of 
the  Erie,  on  the  Hudson  river;  which,  with  a few 
other  accidents  of  less  moment,  including  many 
fires  that  were  extinguished,  but  not  particularly  as- 
certained, make  up  the  sum  of  last  year’s  steamboat 
misfortunes,  and  furnish  ample  reason  for  some  more 
effective  legislation. 

The  whole  number  of  steamboat  accidents,  of  a 
serious  nature,  which  have  occurred  in  the  United 
States  since  the  introduction  ot  steam  navigation,  is 
stated  at  272,  of  which  the  following  is  a summary: 
No.  of  vessels.  No.  of  lives  lost. 

103  explosions  and  collapses  of  boilers  886 
73  striking  on  snags  and  sawyers  113 

35  shipwrecks,  gales  and  collisions  473 

34  fires  from  various  causes  441 

27  unascertained  causes 

272  *1.921 

The  returns  show  about  450  wounded. 

Greatest  number  of  lives  lost  at  one  time  by  ex- 
plosion: 

On  the  Pulaski,  cost  of  Carolina,  in  1838  138 

On  the  Oronoko,  in  the  Mississippi,  in  183S  130 

On  the  Moselle,  Ohio  river,  in  1838  120 

Greatest  number  by  collision: 

On  board  the  Monmouth,  on  the  Mississippi,  in 
1837  300 

Greatest  number  by  fire: 

The  Lexington,  in  Long  Island  sound,  January, 
1840,  about  159 

The  Ben  Sherrod,  in  the  Mississippi,  1837  130 

Greatest  number  by  foundering: 

The  Home,  on  the  coast  of  Carolina,  1837  100 

Of  the  272  accidents,  there  occurred  on  the 

western  rivers  207 

On  the  eastern  waters  and  the  lakes  65 

272 

The  aggregate  loss  of  property  by  these  disasters 
is  estimated  at  about  $6,000,000. 

Early  discover?  of  America.  The  Copen- 
hagen antiquarians  have  recently  discovered  new 
evidence  ot  the  early  settlement  of  this  continent 
by  the  Scandinavians.  Dr.  Lund,  a celebrated 
Danish  geologist,  has  communicated  to  the  North- 
ern Archaeological  society,  an  interesting  account 
of  some  exhumations  made  by  him  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bahia,  in  Brazil,  which  are  confirmatory  of  the 
Scandinavian  hypothesis.  His  discoveries  began 
with  the  fragment  of  a (lag  stone,  covered  with  en- 
graved Runic  characters,  but  greatly  injured.— 
Having  succeeded  in  decyphering  several  words, 
which  he  recognised  as  belonging  to  the  Icelandish 
tongue,  he  extended  his  researches,  and  soon  came 
upon  the  foundations  of  houses  in  hewn  stone, 
bearing  a strong  architectural  resemblance  to  the 
ruins  existing  in  the  northern  parts  of  Norway,  in 
Iceland,  and  in  Greenland.  Thus  encouraged  he 
went  resolutely  on,  and  at  length,  alter  several 
days  digging,  found  the  Scandinavian  god  of  thun- 
der, Thor,  with  all  his  attributes— the  hammer, 
o-auntlets,  and  magic  girdle.  The  society  has  com- 
missioned prof.  Rafan  (who  first  established,  in  an 
authentic  manner,  the  existence  of  ancient  relations 
between  Iceland  and  North  America,  anterior  to  the 
discovery  of  this  part  of  the  world  by  Columbus) 
to  report  on  the  subject  ot  Dr.  Lund’s  letter,  and  to 
publish  his  report,  with  a view  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  learned  to  this  very  interesting  discove- 
rv,  which  would  seem  to  prove  that  ihe  ancients  of 
the  North  had  not  only  extended  their  maritime 
voyages  to  South  America,  but  even  formed  per- 
manent establishments  in  the  country. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 

Maine — was  so  called,  as  early  as  1623,  horn 
Maine  in  France,  of  which,  at  that  time,  Henrietta 
Maria,  queen  of  England,  was  proprietor. 

New  Hampshire — was  the  name  given  to  the  ter- 
ritory conveyed  by  the  Plymouth  company  to  capt. 
John  Mason,  by  patent,  November  7tli,  1629,  with 
reference  to  the  patentee,  who  was  governor  of 
Portsmouth,  in  Hampshire,  England. 

Vermont— was  so  called  by  the  inhabitants,  in 
their  Declaration  of  Independence,  January  16th, 
1777  from  the  French  verd  mont , the  green  moun- 
tain. 

Massachusetts— was  so  called  from  Massachusetts 
Bay,  and  that  from  the  Massachusetts  tribe  ot  In- 
dians in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston.  The  tribe  is 
thought  to  have  derived  its  name  from  the  Blue 
Hills  of  Milton.  “I  had  learned,”  says  Roger  Wil- 
liams, “that  Massachusetts  was  so  called  from 
the  Blue  Hills.” 


| Rhode  Island — was  so  called,  in  1664,  in  reference  1 1 
to  the  Island  of  Rhodes,  in  tlm  Mediterranean.  I 

Connecticut — was  so  called  from  the  Indian  name  ' 
of  its  principal  river.  Connecticut  is  a Moheakan-  i 
neew  word,  signifying  long  river. 

New  York — was  so  called,  in  1664,  in  reference  i 
to  the  duke  of  York  and  Albany,  to  whom  this  ter- 
ritory was  granted  by  the  king  of  England. 

New  Jersey — was  so  called,  in  1664,  from  the  Is- 
land of  Jersey,  on  the  coast  of  France,  the  residence 
of  the  family  of  sir  George  Carteret,  to  whom  this 
territory  was  granted. 

Pennsylvania — was  so  called,  in  1681,  after  Wil- 
liam Penn. 

Delaware — was  so  called,  in  1708,  from  Delaware 
Bay,  on  which  it  lies,  and  which  received  its  name 
from  lord  de  la  War,  who  died  in  this  bay. 

Maryland — was  so  called  in  honor  of  Henrietta 
Maria,  queen  of  Charles  I.  in  the  patent  of  lord 
Baltimore,  June  30,  1532. 

Virginia — was  so  called,  in  1584,  after  Elizabeth, 
the  virgin  queen  of  England. 

Carolina— was  so  called  by  the  French,  in  1564, 
in  honor  of  king  Charles  IX.  of  France. 

Georgia — was  so  called,  in  1732,  in  honor  of  king 
George  II. 

Alabama — was  so  called,  in  1814,  from  its  prin- 
cipal river. 

Mississippi — was  so  called,  in  1800,  from  its  west- 
ern boundary.  Mississippi  is  said  to  denote  the 
whole  river — i.  e.  the  river  formed  by  the  union  of 
many. 

Louisiana — was  so  called  in  honor  of  Louis  XIY. 
of  France. 

Tennessee — was  so  called,  in  1796,  from  its  prin- 
cipal river.  The  Tennessee  is  said  to  signify  a 
curved  spoon. 

Kentucky — was  so  called,  in  1792,  from  its  prin- 
cipal river. 

Illinois— w as  so  called,  in  1809,  from  its  principal 
river.  The  word  is  said  to  signify  the  river  of  men. 

Indiana — was  so  called,  in  1809,  from  the  Ame- 
rican Indians. 

Ohio — was  so  called,  in  1802,  from  its  southern 
boundary. 

Missouri — was  so  called,  in  1821,  from  its  princi- 
pal river. 

Michigan — was  so  called,  in  1805,  from  the  lake 
on  its  border. 

Arkansas — was  so  called,  in  1812,  from  its  prin- 
cipal river. 

Florida — was  so  called  by  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon, 
in  1572,  because  it  was  discovered  on  Easter  Sun- 
day— in  Spanish,  Pascua  Florida. 

Columbia — was  so  called  in  reference  to  Colum- 
bus. 

Wisconsin— was  so  called  from  its  principal  river. 

Iowa — was  so  called  from  its  principal  river. 

Oregon — was  so  called  from  its  principal  river. 

[New  Haven  Palladium. 

Carburetted  hydrogen.  In  the  last  number 
of  Silliman’s  Journal,  we  find  the  following  extract 
from  a lecture  delivered  about  a year  ago,  before  the 
Providence  R.  I.  Franklin  society,  which  describes 
the  singular  fact  of  “setting  the  river  on  fire.” 

“Carburetted  hydrogen.  The  students  at  West 
town  boarding  school,  Chester  co.  Penn,  tor  want  of 
a better  place,  bathe  in  a mill  pond  of  very  limited 
extent.  Chester  creek,  a mere  brook,  enters  at  the 
northern  extremity.  The  banks  on  all  sides  are  co- 
vered with  timber,  from  which  an  abundance  of 
leaves  and  decayed  wood  find  their  way  into  the 
pond.  Hence  the  great  quantity  of  gas,  that  every 
person  wading  in  the  pond  must  have  noted. 

I first  visited  the  place  in  the  year  1834,  and  on 
noticing  the  gas,  determined  to  collect  some  tor  the 
purpose  of  examination.  Taking  as  apparatus,  a 
bell  glass  furnished  with  a stop-cock,  and  a taper, 
and  as  companion  an  assistant  teacher  in  the. school, 

( now  assistant  superintendent  at  Harnford  school), 
we  proceeded  to  the  pond,  readily  filled  the  receiver, 
and  fired  the  gas  issuing  from  the  stop  cock.  We 
next  proposed  to  burn  the  bubbles  as  they  arose  from 
the  water.  On  stirring  the  leaves  the  gas  ascended 
in  large  quantities,  affording  an  admirably  successful 
experiment.  No  sooner  was  the  lighted  taper 
brought  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  than  we  found 
ourselves  enveloped  in  flames.  To  retreat  was  of 
course  the  first  impulse.  Fire  and  water,  though 
usually  antagonist  elements,  in  this  instance  formed 
an  alliance  so  friendly,  that  to  our  consternation  as 
well  as  amusement,  we  were  pursued  to  the  very 
banks.  We  however  escaped  with  but  a slight 
scorching.  We  soon  found  means,  however,  to  re- 
peat the  experiment  with  perfect  impunity.  This 
was  done  by  selecting  a position  where  the  water 
was  three  or  four  feet  deep,  lying  on  our  backs  with 
our  leg3  extended,  and  allowing  no  part  of  our  per- 
son to  touch  the  bottom  except  the  feet,  over  which 
I the  gas  might  be  inflamed,  and  would  continue  to 


| burn  as  lon£  as  the  leaves  were  stirred  beneath  In 
this  way  we  could  cause  the  dame  to  follow  us  se- 
veral rods.  By  raising  the  feet  at  pleasure  it  would 
expire. 

With  this  experience,  we  determined  to  repeat  the 
experiment  in  the  presence  of  the  scholars.  Their 
next  visit  to  the  pond  was  deferred  till  evening,  that 
darkness  might  renderthe  phenomenon  more  impos- 
ing. The  boys  were  simply  informed  that  “Master 
Moses  was  a going  to  set  the  river  afire,”  and  that 
their  assistance  would  be  necessary  to  the  satisfac- 
tory performance  of  the  experiment.  The  usual 
preparation  for  bathing  being  made,  some  fifty  of  the 
less  timid  entered  the  water,  with  the  injunction  to 
step  as  lightly  as  possible  till  the  pond  was  discover- 
ed to  be  on  fire,  when  all  would  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed as  would  best  suit  their  inclinations.  We  soon 
came  to  a favorable  spot  and  the  gas  beginning  to 
come  up  pretty  freely,  a lighted  taper  was  brought 
near  the  surface,  when  in  an  instant  a lambent  flame 
played  upon  our  unprotected  bodies,  and  cast  a 
gloomy  light  upon  the  surrounding  forest,  disclosing 
here  and  there  amid  the  thick  underbrush  the  pale 
faces  of  their  shouting  companions  who  remained 
upon  the  bank.  In  the  hurry  the  injunction  to  step 
lightly  was  torgotten,  and  the  general  stir  of  the 
leaves  which  took  place  extricated  the  gas  in  such 
abundance  that  the  flame  rose  several  feet  above  our 
heads.  As  they  separated  from  me  I raised  my  feet 
from  the  bottom,  and  found  it  much  more  difficult  to 
suppress  my  laughter  than  to  extinguish  the  flames.” 

Indian  character.  One  afternoon  in  the  spring 
of  1829,  a young  Indian  named  Mickenock,  of  the 
Ottawa  tribe  on  the  eastern  bank  of  Lake  Michigan, 
having  indulged  too  Ireely  in  the  use  of  the  fire  drink, 
commenced  a quarrel  with,  and  finally  stabbed  to  the 
heart,  a son  of  one  of  the  chiefs.  Knowing  that  he 
i must  suffer  death  by  the  hands  of  some  one  of  the 
family,  whose  relative  he  had  killed,  he  immediately 
collected  all  his  own  family  and  fled  into  the  woods. 
The  chief  and  his  sons  at  once  commenced  search 
for  the  murderer — no  pains  nor  toil  were  spared  to 
ferret  out  the  hiding  place  of  the  unfoitnnate  and 
guilty  Mickenock;  but  the  summer  passed,  the 
•leaves  began  to  fall,  and  no  trace  could  be  found  of 
the  murderer:  almost  in  despair,  the  old  chief,  burn- 
ing to  avenge  the  death  of  his  son,  looked  about  for 
some  relative  of  Mickenock  upon  whom  he  could 
satisfy  this  darling  desire  of  the  Indian  heart;  but 
no  one  could  be  found;  all  the  family  and  blood 
relatives  of  Mickenock  were  with  him  it.  his  hilling 
place.  Despairing  at  length  either  of  finding  his  ene- 
my or  avenging  himself  upon  any  of  the  blood  rela- 
tions, the  chief  determined  to  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  allowed  by  Indian  custom  and  to  avenge 
himself  upon  one  of  the  relatives  of  the  wife  of  the 
murderer. 

Mickenock,  although  effectually  concealed  from  the 
old  chief,  was  nevertheless  conversant  through  some 

■ of  his  friends,  of  all  that  was  transpiring  in  the  chief’s 
wigwam;  and  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  chief’s  deter- 
mination to  avenge  his  son’s  death  upon  one  of  his 
wife’s  relatives,  he  immediately  sent  in  word  to  the 
old  chief’s  wigwam,  that  upon  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  great  council,  which  was  then  soon  lo  be 

" held,  he  would  deliver  himself  up  to  atone  for  the 
file  of  his  son.  The  chief  received  the  information 
with  evident  gratification. 

A few  weeks  passed  away,  the  great  lodge  was 
’ erected,  and  the  council  at  length  assembled.  The 

• chief  communicated  the  intelligence  which  he  had 
received  from  his  son’s  murderer,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  no  business  should  be  transacted  until  Micke- 

■ nock  should  appear.  The  council  sat  in  silence 
: until  about  twelve  o’clock,  when  suddenly  the  brave 

. Mickenock  bounded  into  the  midst  of  tile  council , 
, calmly  surveyed  the  assembled  chiefs,  and  sat  down 
, in  silence  in  the  centre  of  the  lodge;  his  wife  and  lit- 
, tie  children  immediately  followed  and  formed  a circle 
, round  him;  then  taking  out  his  flint,  he  struck  a spark 
: and  lighted  his  pipe,  and  smoked  it  in  silence,  the 
i eyes  of  all  the  council  and  his  little  family  were  fix- 
I eii  intensely  upon  him.  At  length  Mickenock  arose 
I and  addressing  himself  to  the  chief,  said:  “I  killed 

■ your  son,  he  was  a young  brave,  he  did  me  no  wrong, 
I he  was  my  friend,  I drank  the  fire  drink,  the  fire 
f drink  made  ine  kill  your  son.  Mickenock  is  very 
i sorry  and  deserves  to  die.”  Then  turning  to  the 
I oldest  brother  of  the  deceased,  he  drew  a knife  from 
i his  bosom.  “There,”  said  Mickenock,  “is  the  knife 

• that  drunk  the  heart’s  blood  of  your  brother;  take  it, 
t and  like  a brave  man  avenge  your  brother’s  death.” 

• This  said,  Mickenock,  instantly  laid  bare  his  whole 
j breast.  The  brother  spat  upon  bis  hand,  clenched 
r his  knife  with  a death  grasp,  and  drew  up  his  arm. 
l Mickenock  pointing  to  the  spot  nearest  his  heart, 

• gave  the  word  “strike.”  Instantly  the  brother  plung- 
i ed  the  knife  to  the  hilt  into  the  bosom  of  the  brave 
> Mickenock,  who  fell  dead  at  his  feet. 
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The  wife  and  children  of  Mickenock  beheld  the 
whole  scene,  apparently  without  moving  a muscle; 
but  the  moment  lie  expired  they  all  fell  upon,  and 
embraced  him,  with  sobs  and  tears,  and  groans,  and 
wailings,  which  cannot  be  described,  and  altogether 
presented  a picture  of  such  unfeigned  anguish  and 
genuine  sorrow  as  to  overcome  and  melt  every  spec- 
tator of  the  scene.  Alter  the  wife  and  children  of 
Mickenock  had  thus  expressed  their  sorrow  for  about 
half  an  hour,  the  old  chief  thus  addressed  her:  “Wife 
of  Mickenock,  we  are  satisfied:  your  husband  was  a 
brave  man;  he  died  like  a brave  man — henceforth 
you  are  my  daughter,  and  your  children  are  my  chil- 
dren; go  into  my  wigwam,  you  shall  be  well  treated 
and  live  with  me  as  my  daughter;  these  children 
shall  grow  up  around  me,  and  shall  be  taught  to  be 
brave,  like  their  father.”  [iV.  Y.  American. 


MR.  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE’S  SPEECH, 

At  the  Tide  Water  canal  celebration,  Havre  de  grace. 
[deferred.] 

The  stockholders  of  Philadelphia — whose 
public  spirit  so  largely  aided  in  the  completion  of 
the  work  we  meet  to  celebrate. 

After  this  toast  was  announced,  Nicholas  Biddle, 
esq.  rose  amidst  the  calls  and  cheers  of  the  company, 
and  responded  to  it  in  the  following  terms: 

Mr.  Biddle  said,  that  as  one  of  the  stockholders  of 
Philadelphia,  he  returned  thanks  for  the  cordiality 
with  which  the  sentiment  had  been  received.  In  the 
early  stages  of  the  work  some  fears  had  been  enter- 
tained lest  the  trade  of  Pennsylvania  might  be  thus 
diverted  from  the  exclusively  Pennsylvania  channels. 
But  this  anxiety  was  only  momentary.  We  believ. 
ed  that  it  was  due  to  the  great  interests  of  the  inte- 
rior that  they  should  be  allowed  to  seek  their  natural 
course  to  the  sea;  that  this  trade,  alter  it  reached  the 
Chesapeake,  would  still  be  an  object  of  generous 
competition  between  our  two  commercial  cities;  and 
more  especially  we  felt  that  truth  too  often  neglect- 
ed in  the  jealousy  of  rivals,  that  there  is  quite  room 
enough  in  the  w’orld  for  us  all.  We,  therefore,  the 
stockholders  of  Pennsylvania,  unite  as  cordially  as 
you  do,  gentlemen  of  Maryland,  in  celebrating  the 
success  of  our  joint  labors. 

But  for  myself  I rejoice  the  more  at  it,  because  its 
completion  and  the  respectable  assemblage  who  have 
come  to  witness  it,  prove  the  unabated  interest  felt 
in  the  prosecution  of  those  great  works  which  are 
now  in  danger  from  the  caprices  of  public  opinion. 
Some  years  ago,  with  the  characteristic  enthusiasm 
of  our  countrymen,  and  some  touch  perhaps,  of  their 
imprudence,  we  began  an  extended  system  of  inter- 
nal communication.  But  before  the  works  are  finish- 
ed the  general  (roubles  of  both  Europe  and  America 
rendered  it  more  difficult  to  raise  the  funds  for  their 
completion,  and  some  disappointment  arose  in  the 
sanguine  hopes  of  immediate  profits  from  them — so 
that  now  the  ardor  with  which  we  began  is  succeed- 
ed by  a relaxation  of  effort,  by  a tone  of  subdued 
expectation,  nay  often  by  a timid  and  childish  de- 
spondency. 

Men  begin  to  complain  how  much  these  works 
have  cost — as  if  we  expected  to  have  them  for  no 
thing.  They  lament  that  we  have  paid  more  than 
the  estimates,  as  if  any  man  ever  built  a dwelling  or 
a barn  that  did  not  cost  more  than  was  at  first  ima- 
gined. They  regret  that  there  was  much  waste  in 
erecting  them,  as  if,  in  a career  totally  new,  young 
nations,  like  young  men,  must  not  pay  for  their  ex- 
rience — too  happy  to  have  youth,  with  all  its  elasti- 
city, on  their  side,  to  repair,  a thousand  fold,  all  their 
errors. 

These  are  the  maudlin  lamentations  of  men  unfit 
to  lead  a great  nation.  Instead  of  disparaging,  or  re- 
gretting, or  desponding  over  them,  we  should  be 
proud  of  them,  as  the  noblest  achievements  of  the 
country.  Cut  off,  by  the  happy  tranquillity  of  the 
world,  from  the  pursuit  of  military  glory,  the  great  dis. 
tinction  among  nations  now  is  their  advance  in  civili- 
zation, in  moral  instruction,  in  social  improvement — 
more  especially  in  enterru  ises  for  developing  their  re- 
sources; and  in  these  we  may  claim  for  the  energy  of 
this  infant  nation,  a superiority  both  in  the  character 
and  the  multitude  of  its  works,  over  not  merely  the 
ancient  nations,  but  over  the  foremost  of  our  con- 
temporaries. 

With  respect  to  ancient  times,  one  may  be  allowed 
to  wonder  or  to  smile  at  those  stupendous  monuments 
which  our  childhood  was  drilled  to  admire.  Take 
for  instance  the  pyramids  of  Egypt.  Within  a space 
of  one  hundred  miles,  there  are  in  Egypt  about  two 
hundred  masses  of  rocks,  brought  from  a distance 
and  piled  into  what  are  called  pyramids.  A single 
one  of  these  is  estimated  to  contain  sixty  millions  of 
tons  of  stone — and  to  build  one  of  them  required  the 
labor  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  for  twenty  years. 
Look  then  at  the  immense  waste  of  human  labor  upon 
these  huge  absurdities  in  stone.  For  no  man  can  tell 
who  built  them — no  man  can  tell  what  they  were 


built  for — and  the  only  important  discovery  which  has 
rewarded  the  labors  of  our  d.iy,  is  » parcel  of  d lies 
which  proved  to  be,  not  as  was  fondly  hoped,  the  re- 
mains of  at  least  a sovereign — but  the  mere  thigh 
bone  of  a crow!  Along  side  of  these  pyramids  is  a 
low  sandy  desert  about  sixty  miles  long,  where  a ca- 
nal from  the  Red  Sea  to  the  Mediterranean  would 
cut  off  the  circumnavigation  of  the  whole  continent 
of  Africa.  This  canal,  not  requiring  one-fourth  of 
the  labor  of  that  which  we  this  day  visited,  was 
at  last  made  by  the  efforts  of  a succession  of  Egyp- 
tian kings — but  afterwards  closed,  and  now  no  longer 
exists.  Why  there  is  a little  strip  of  land  about  five 
miles  across  from  Corinth,  where  a canal  would  save 
the  circuit  of  the  Morea.  Half  a dozen  emperors 
and  the  greatest  of  them  all,  J ulius  Csesar  among  the 
number,  tried  in  vain  to  make  this  canal,  which  was 
abandoned  because  it  is  said  they  did  not  understand 
how  to  make  locks,  such  as  we  see  before  11s.  Con- 
trast with  these  the  gigantic  utilities  of  this  country. 

I remember,  for  it  seems  but  yesterday,  when  a few 
of  us  sent  an  engineerto  Europe  to  inquire  into  these 
strange  novelties  which  rumor  had  announced  under 
the  name  of  rail  roads.  While  they  have  made  lit- 
tle progress  in  Europe — out  of  England — there  are 
in  this  country,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Aus- 
trian commissioner  sent  to  examine  them,  more  than 
four  thousand  miles  of  rail  roads;  and  in  return  for 
the  mission  of  our  engineer,  there  have  been  com- 
missioners sent  by  the  governments  of  France,  Rus- 
sia and  Austria,  to  examine  and  to  take  models  of 
these  improvements.  The  American  locomotives 
are  used  both  in  England  and  on  the  continent.  It 
is  probably  true  that  there  are  more  canals  and  rail 
roads  in  the  United  States  than  in  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope put  together.  And  shall  we  not  feel  proud  of 
these  distinctions?  The  first  to  invent  and  use  the 
steamboat — the  foremost  in  canals  and  rail  roads — 
the  great  test  of  civilization — are  not  these  worth 
money — are  they  not  w-orth  infinitely  more  than 
money?  Does  not  every  man  of  us  feel  better  be- 
cause he  belongs  to  an  active  and  distinguished  com- 
munity? And  shall  we  be  disuaded  from  these  high 
pursuits — by  small  calculations  and  smaller  calcula- 
tors— as  if  a great  nation  could  be  ciphered  out  of  its 
renown! 

But  these  honors  stand  by  the  side  of  great  re- 
sponsibilities, and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  prove 
that  we  are  worthy  of  them.  You  all  remember 
that  three  years  ago,  when  the  great  commercial  em- 
barrassments fell  upon  us,  our  merchants  were  large- 
ly indebted  to  Europe,  and  there  arose  abroad  intense 
alarm  about  these  debts.  But  true  to  themselves  and 
to  their  country,  the  American  merchants  made  the 
most  extraordinary  efforts  to  pay  their  debts,  and  all 
Europe  rang  with  applauses  of  the  energy  and  up- 
rightness of  the  commercial  character  of  this  nation. 
'And  now,  when  the  states  themselves  have  become 
in  turn  the  debtors,  the  same  alarms  are  renewed, 
sharpened  by  the  violence  of  political  antipathies. — 
It  is  a favorite  theme  with  those  who  wish  to  degrade 
all  free  institutions,  that  these  democratic  govern- 
ments of  ours  may  do  well  enough  in  the  sun  shine, 
but  are  wholly  unfit  for  storms — that  our  democratic 
assemblies  are  prompt  to  borrow  but  impotent  to  pay; 
and  that  in  the  loose  and  feeble  structure  of  our  po- 
litical system  the  representatives  are  afraid  to  ask, 
and  the  people  unwilling  to  give  the  supplies  neces- 
sary to  sustain  their  credit. 

Now  it  is  our  duty  to  stand  up  for  the  governments 
of  our  own  choice — to  prove  that  a democracy  is 
just  as  honest  as  the  most  servile  despotism — that  as 
all  the  people  have  voted  to  borrow,  and  all  shared  in 
its  benefits,  all  are  for  that  reason  the  more  ready  to 
pay.  That  truth  we  must  demonstrate  at  all  hazards 
and  at  every  sacrifice.  And  fortunately  it  can  be  done 
without  any  sacrifice  at  all. 

For,  after  all,  what  is  this  debt  of  ours?  Take  the 
most  indebted  of  all  the  states — our  own  Pennsylva- 
nia. She  owes  a debt  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars— payable  through  a long  series  of  years — during 
which  her  improvements  are  growing  in  productive- 
ness, and  all  that  is  now  wanted  is  the  mere  interest 
on  it.  Thirty-five  millions!  Why  the  present  debt 
of  France  is  one  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  all  of 
which  is  absolutely  gone  without  leaving  a single 
particle  of  benefit.  Spent  at  Moscow — spent  at  Wa- 
terloo— spent  in  first  conquering  the  allies,  and  then 
in  paying  indemnities  to  those  same  allies,  when 
they  in  turn  became  conquerors.  Thirty  five  mil- 
lions! Why  the  debt  of  England  is  four  thousand 
millions  of  dollars — totally  sunk  like  that  of  France: 
invested  in  profitless  victories  and  irreparable  losses, 
so  many  millions  for  losing  America — so  many  mil- 
lions for  subsidizing  the  continental  powers — so  many 
more  for  invading  France — but  all  gone  forever. — 
While  for  the  whole  of  our  debt  we  have  actually  in 
our  possession  the  improvements  purchased  by  it  in 
its  full  operation — yielding  a present  revenue  to  be 
infinitely  augmented  heieafter,  and  adding  to  the 
value  of  the  property  a hundred  fold  their  cost. — 


Look  again.  The  entire  debt  of  the  whole  twenty- 
six  states  of  the  union  is  not  more  than  one  filih  of 
the  debt  ol  Franc — nor  the  one-twentieth  oi  the 
debt  ol  England — spent  without  a vestige  remain- 
ing. To  anticipate  any  infidelity  to  such  engage- 
ments  is  a reproach  not  less  on  their  understanding 
than  on  their  integrity.  Not  to  sustain  their  credit 
is  to  throw  away  all  their  future  resources  of  that 
kind  for  the  completion  of  these  works  themselves — 
since  how  can  a state  expect  to  be  trusted  hereafter 
if  it  is  faithless  to  those  who  trusted  it  before.  But 
a far  nobler  motive  is  the  dishonor  which  it  wouid 
bring  not  merely  on  the  states  but  on  the  great  cause 
of  political  freedom. 

Whatever  shades  of  distinction  we  may  find  among 
ourselves,  to  foreign  nations  we  are  essentially  one 
single  people.  The  stain  which  falls  on  the  youngest 
member  of  the  confederacy  spreads  over  the  whole. 
The  states  are  firmly  linked,  hand  in  hand  with  each 
other,  and  the  electric  shock  which  touches  one  in- 
stantly thrills  through  the  whole.  The  state,  then, 
which  shall  be  false  to  its  engagements  should  be  ta- 
booed— strirken  from  the  rolls.  Her  fallen  star  would 
be  blotted  from  the  nation’s  flag  as  no  longer  w orthy 
to  share  its  glories — her  very  soul  would  be  deemed 
pestilential,  and  men  would  go  round  its  borders  to 
shun  its  infection.  But  that  can  never  be.  If  for  a 
barren  tract  of  pine  logs — or  even  a more  barren  di- 
plomatic punctilio,  we  should  be  summoned  to  war 
for  some  real  or  imagined  wrong — when  once  the 
blood  of  the  country  is  up,  no  sacrifice  of  men  or 
treasure  would  be  withheld,  and  shall  we  be  Ies9 
zealous  to  redeem  the  pledged  honor  of  the  nation! 
States  may  sometimes  be  overborne  by  numbers  in  a 

field  of  battle — sometimes  desolated  by  pestilence 

but  a voluntary  -dishonor — a disgrace  by  act  of  as- 
sembly— this  scattering  with  our  own  hands  a blight 

over  our  golden  harvest  fields — is  inconceivable. 

Should  that  day  come,  let  us  first  tear  from  our  his- 
tory the  past  glories  of  the  country  which  we  will 
be  unworthy  to  inherit — and  destroy  these  works 
themselves,  instead  of  being  tile  trophies  of  honora- 
ble industry,  will  become  the  lasting  monuments  of 
our  shame. 

And  now  let  our  public  men  look  to  it.  We  pri- 
vate citizens  have  given  them  the  country’s  honor. 
Distrust  these  paltry  demagogues  by  whom  public 
life  is  too  often  invested — men  with  no  property  to 
assess  and  no  character  to  loose;  men  who  make  a 
scanty  living  by  the  trade  of  popularity,  and  who 
fear  to  hazard  the  least  portion  of  their  precarious 
subsistence.  These  men  are  always  ready  to  inflame 
our  passions  against  each  other,  but  never  dare  to 
remind  us  of  our  duties,  because  they  can  succeed 
only  by  bringing  us  down  to  their  own  level. 

It  is  such  men,  and  such  men  alone,  who  would 

whisper  in  the  country’s  ear  those  base  counsels 

plunder  the  strangers  who  have  confided  in  us.  But 
the  true  statesman  will  scorn  such  appeals  to  our. sel- 
fishness. It  is  his  duty,  instead  of  yielding  to  these 
momentary  weaknesses  which  will  occasionally  over- 
shadow for  a moment  the  brightest  public  spirit,  to 
rally  up  the  country  to  the  high  thoughts  which  befit 
its  destiny — to  fix  its  gaze  upon  some  elevated  ob- 
ject, and  carry  his  countrymen  up  to  it,  regardless  of 

the  timid  who  falter  and  the  faithless  who  desert. 

The  man  we  shall  all  follow,  because  we  see  that  he 
is  fit  to  lead.  For  myself,  I am,  like  all  of  us,  a 
mere  private  citizen  without  the  slightest  pecuniary 
interest  at  stake;  and  if  I am  to  be  taxed,  it  will  be 
exclusively  for  [he  benefit  of  others.  But  are  you, 
or  1,  or  any  of  us,  less  anxious  to  escape  from  the 
degradation  of  witnessing  our  native  commonwealths 
disgraced,  the  whole  union  tarnished,  and  the  cause 
of  free  institutions,  of  which  we  are  guardians,  for- 
ever overthrown. 

The  time  is  coming  when  we,  the  people  of  the 
country  shall  be  called  upon  to  redistribute  its  honors. 
On  that  day  we  shall  look  out,  not  for  the  miserable 
demagogue  who  insulted  us  by  not  daring  to  ask  us 
to  pay  our  honest  debts — not  lor  the  little  politician 
with  his  endless  speeches,  which  he  thinks  immor- 
tal, when  they  are  only  eternal — but,  we  shall  seek 
out  the  man,  who,  in  the  hour  of  public  danger, 
first  flung  down  the  faded  livery  of  party,  and  put 
on  the  true-blue  uniform  of  his  country,  and  was  then 
foremost  in  action.  To  that  man,  from  whatever 
ranks  he  came,  we  shall  give  our  voices  for  any  sta- 
tion to  ?.  hicli  his  honest  ambition  may  aspire.  Such  a 
moment  is  the  present.  Let,  then,  our  public  men 
come  forward,  and  in  a tone  of  honest  manliness,  tell 
us  the  public  wants,  and  ask  us  to  relieve  them. — 
They  will  be  answered  from  every  quarter  with  in- 
stant and  cordial  co-operation;  for  where  is  the  man 
in  this  whole  nation,  from  the  humblest  to  the  high- 
est, w*io  has  an  American  heart  within  him,  who 
would  not  cheerfully  pay  his  part  of  the  burden,  ra- 
ther than  bear  his  share  of  the  dishonor?  If  you  all 
think  so,  pledge  me  in  this  sentiment: 

The  plighted  faith  of  ike  American  slates — Wo  to 
any  man,  or  any  party,  who  shall  dare  to  dishonor  it. 
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CHRONICLE.  , , 

Africa.  There  has  been  an  import  of  4,000  bushels 
of  com  from  Africa  into  the  port  of  Salem. 

American  intrepidity.  Scott,  the  American  diver, 
who  leaped  from  the  Falls  of  Niagara  without  personal 
inconvenience,  amused  the  visiters  to  the  Brighton  sus- 
pension pier,  several  days  last  week,  by  climbing  about 
the  rigging  of  the  flag  staff  on  the  pierhead  like  a man 
monkey,  and  ultimately  leaping  from  it  into  the  sea. 

The  American  institute.  The  thirteenth  annual 
exhibition  of  American  manufactures  will  be  held  at 
Ni bio’s  gardens,  New  York,  on  the  15th  of  October 
next. 

Anthracite  iron.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  exults 
at  the  arrival  at  that  city  of  the  first  cargo  of  Anthra- 
cite iron  as  an  era  in  the  trade  of  that  city. 

Hon.  S.  H.  Anderson  died  at  his  residence,  near 
Lancaster,  in  Garrard  county,  Ky.  on  Tuesday,  the 
11th  inst.  Mr.  A.  was  elected  to  congress  in  August 
last,  and  during  the  short  time  his  health  enabled  him 
to  attend  to  the  duties  of  that  station,  he  won  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  his  colleagues,  by  his  amiability  of  cha- 
racter, gentlemanly  deportment  and  transcendent  ta- 
lents. 

Billaudeau  cabbage.  Messrs.  Landreths,  of  Phila- 
delphia, advertise  the  seed  of  the  cabbage  tree , which 
they  say  attains  the  height  of  ten  feet! 

Black  helebone.  Cockroaches  and  beetles  are  said 
to  be  so  fond  of  the  root  of  this  plant,  that  if  strewed 
on  the  floor  at  night  it  will  be  found  to  have  destroyed 
whole  families  by  morning. 

Brensmades  island,  is  the  name  given  to  a newly  dis- 
covered island,  situated  in  lat.  15,  3/  S.  long.  174  25 
W.  It  is  large,  wooded  and  apparently  thickly  inha- 
bited. 

Bonaparte’s  remains.  The  “Belle  Poule’  frigate, 
commanded  by  prince  de  Joinville,  and  corvette  Fa- 
vorite ” bound  to  St.  Helena  for  Bonaparte’s  remains, 
were  at  Madeira,  from  Cadiz,  on  the  24th  of  July— to 
sail  soon. 

Boundary  line.  Major  James  Graham,  lately  em- 
ployed in  the  determinanon  of  the  boundary  line  which 
divides  us  from  Texas,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  to  explore  the  northeastern  boundai) 
line.  Captain  Talcott  and  professor  Renwick  are  the 
other  two. 


Buffalo  has  a population  of  18,356. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  Forty-five  thousand  dollars 
is  the  sum  required  to  carry  the  Bunker  Hill  monument 
to  the  height  orio-inally  contemplated,  220  ft.  The  New- 
burvport  Herald  says,  that  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Amos 
Lawrence,  of  Boston,  and  Mr.  Trure,  a wealthy  and  li- 
beral citizen  of  New  Orleans,  have  pledged  themselves 
to  give  $10,000  each,  towards  it,  if  the  remaining 
$25,000  is  raised  during  the  present  year. 

Colonel  William  Cheatham,  who  was  an  officer 
under  the  “swamp  fox’’  Marion,  and  was  at  Ins  side  in 
many  of  the  skirmishes  with  the  tories,  died  recently  in 
Arkansas. 

Cod  fisheries.  The  Quebec  Canadian  confirms  the 
account  of  the  failure  of  the  fishermen  in  their  pursuit 
on  the  whole  of  the  south  shore  this  season. 

Cotton.  New  crop.  Tallahassee,  Aug.  15.  A bale 
of  new  cotton  was  brought  to  this  market  on  Tuesday 
last,  from  the  plantation  of  Win.  P.  Craig,  esq.  and 
sold  for  ten  cents.  We  have  heard  of  several  others  of 
our  planters  in  this  vicinity  who  have  already  picked 
from  five  to  ten  bales  each,  d nis  is  ceitamly  early  tor 
our  staples,  considering  the  almost  incessant  rains  for 
the  last  month  past,  which  has  greatly  retarded  the 
opening  of  the  cotton. 

The  weather  in  this  section  yet  continues  rainy.— 
Scarcely  a day  has  passed  since  the  1st  of  July,  but  we 
have  had  more  or  less  rain.  The  cotton  crop  has  been 
somewhat  injured  in  consequence.  The  corn  is  first 
rate,  although  a less  quantity  of  fodder  has  been  saved 

th  Cotton1*'  600  bales  sold  at  New  York  on  the  24th  at 


Charleston,  25 Ih  Aug.  A better  feeling  for  uplands, 
has  been  manifested  throughout  the  week  just  past, 
than  for  a considerable  time  previously;  indeed  there 
being  more  shipping  in  our  port,  buyers  are  coming  for- 
ward rather  freely,  although  we  cannot  observe  any 
material  change  in  prices.  The  late  advices  per  steam- 
er president  at  New  York,  on  the  whole  though  favor- 
able for  the  staple,  has  not  effected  the  markets  to  any 
extent  as  yet.  A , . . . 

Caution  to  shippers  of  cotton.  A letter  from  a ship 
captain  to  his  owners,  dated  Havre,  July  1st,  1840, 
says:  “There  is  a system  practiced  here  on  vessels, 

which  it  is  impossible  for  the  masters  to  avoid.  All 
cotton  from  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  this  year,  on 
which  the  marks  are  erased  or  are  illegible,  is  taken 
and  sold  on  the  vessels  account,  and  the  loss  deducted 
from  the  freight.  None  of  my  cotton  was  damaged, 
yet  in  this  way  my  ship  has  been  subjected  to  a loss  of 

$709.”  m,  . . . 

Huntsville,  Ala.  Aug.  8.  The  cotton  crops  jn  this 
part  of  the  state  are  believed  to  be  irretrievably  lost.— - 
The  almost  constant  and  incessant  rains  for  the  last 
six  or  eight  weeks  has  caused  an  unexampled  growth 
of  the  weed,  which  already  has  the  appearance  of  a 
solid  mass  over  (he  whole  fields,  whilst  their  shaded 


condition  will  exclude  the  necessary  influence  of  the 
sun  and  hence  the  consequent  destruction  of  the  bolls 
from  rot  and  disease.  Even  now,  whilst  we  are  writ- 
ing, the  country  is  deluged  with  water  and  the  rain  still 
continues.  IDemocrat. 

Deaths.  At  Philadelphia  114,  of  which  43  were  un- 
der 2 years;  at  Baltimore  56,  of  which  26  were  under 
2 years  of  age,  13  free  colored  and  3 slaves;  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  27. 

Dedham.  The  population  of  this  town  in  1837,  was 
3,532.  By  the  census  just  taken,  it  is  3,157— being  a 
decrease  in  three  years  of  375.  The  prostration  of  the 
manufacturing  business,  and  the  consequent  reduction 
in  the  demand  for  mechanical  labor,  account  for  the 
decrease  of  the  population.  [ Dedham.  Standard. 

The  executioner.  It  is  stated  that  the  situation  of 
public  executioner  has  been  in  France  from  time  im- 
memorial sought  after.  Notwithstanding  that  execu- 
tions have  become  comparatively  rare  in  the  country, 
the  candidates  for  the  office  of  borreau  are  incredibly 
numerous,  and,  it  would  appear,  are  generally  speak- 
ing, men  of  substance,  if  not  of  consideration.  “Out  of 
forty  applications  for  the  place  of  executioner,”  says  the 
National,  ‘‘eleven  were  backed  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  deputies.” 

Timothy  Flint,  distinguished  as  the  author  of  a 
number  of  well  written  and  valuable  publications, 
amongst  them,  the  “Geography  and  History  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley,”  left  bis  residence  on  Red  river,  La.  in 
May  last,  in  feeble  health,  in  hopes  that  a visit  to  his 
native  state  might  be  beneficial.  The  Salem  Gazette 
states  that  his  disorder  soon  assumed  symptoms  of  a 
speedy  and  fatal  termination.  He  wrote  to  his  family 
that  before  they  received  his  letter  he  should  be  no  lon- 
ger among  the  living;  which  intelligence  was  so  taken 
to  heart  by  Mrs.  Flint,  that  she  was  seized  with  a fever, 
and  died  just  four  weeks  to  a day  before  her  husband, 
whose  death  took  place  on  the  17  th  instant  at  Reading, 
Massachusetts. 

Fire.  Seven  buildings,  in  the  business  part  of  the 
town,  were  burnt  at  Green  Bay,  a few  days  since. 

Flour,  has  declined  somewhat — Ohio,  flat  hoops, 
dull  at  $5  in  New  York.  Sales  were  made  in  Balti- 
more at  $5  12  from  wagons,  $5  37|  for  Susquehanna 
and  $5  50  to  $5  62j  for  city  mills.  At  Charleston,  S.  C. 
$6j  to  $6J. 

Exports  to  Rio  Janerio.  Lyford’s  Commercial  Jour- 
nal says  that  40,000  barrels  of  flour  will  have  been  dis- 
patched from  Baltimore  to  Rio  from  the  1st  August  by 
the  1st  September,  which  is  10,000  barrels  more  than  in 
the  two  months  of  August  and  September,  of  any  pre- 
vious year. 

Export  from  Quebec.  The  quantity  of  flour  shipped 
from  the  port  of  Quebec  this  season  up  to  the  8th  inst. 
was  to  Great  Britain  32,643  bbls.  to  the  West  Indies, 
&e.  7,573  bbls. 

Fish.  The  Middletown  (Conn.)  Sentinel  says,  that 
on  the  12th  inst.  at  Saybrook,  222  000  white  fish  were 
taken  at  one  haul,  and  sold  for  $222. 

Gold.  Joseph  Napoleon,  in  a recent  letter  respecting 
the  proposed  removal  of  the  remains  of  his  great  bro- 
ther from  St.  Helena  to  Paris,  says— “gold  is  in  its 
last  analysis,  the  sweat  of  the  poor  andtheblood  of  the 
brave!'' 

Indian  frontier.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the 
8th  instant,  says  that  the  8th  regiment,  col.  North,  now 
stationed  at  Jefferson  barracks,  below  that  city,  have 
received  orders  to  repair  immediately  to  Prairie  du 
Chien.  The  cause  of  this  sudden  movement,  it  is  said, 
grows  out  of  the  conduct  of  the  Winnebago  Indians. 
A short  time  ago  they  were  removed  by  general  At- 
kinson, to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Since  the 
troops  left  they  have  all  returned  to  their  former  lands, 
and  refuse  to  return  back  to  the  lands'  assigned  them. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  some  difficulty  may  yet  grow 
out  of  the  unwillingness  of  some  of  the  chiefs  to  mi- 
grate. 

The  Republican  adds: — The  eighth  was  ordered  to 
Jefferson  barracks  to  recruit  before  going  to  Florida. 
We  understand  that  a large  number  of  them  are  on  the 
sick  list.  They  have  had  but  little  time  to  recover  from 
the  fatigues  they  have  lately  undergone  in  the  north,  re- 
moving these  same  Indians. 

Lancaster,  Pa.  A company  is  forming  to  light  the 
city  with  gass. 

The  lions.  The  two  African  lions,  a male  and  fe- 
male, which  were  presented  by  the  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco to  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  are  to  be 
sold  at  the  navy  yard  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  31st  inst. 
for  cash. 

Madawaska.  The  Bangor  Whig  states  that  colonel 
Parks,  the  marshal,  has  returned  from  the  Madawaska 
territory,  and  that  the  population  of  the  settlement  ac- 
cording to  the  census  which  has  been  taken  is  3,500. 

Natural  curiosity.  A very  singular  and  perfect 
oak  tree,  in  a fossil  stale,  has  been  recently  discovered 
in  a sand  pit  at  Calcot  (Tilehurst),  near  the  Bath  road. 
Various  branches  have,  during  the  last  two  months, 
been  dug  out  close  to  the  spot  where  the  tree  was  found, 
and  about  ten  days  ago  the  laborers  employed  there 
brought  the  above  singular  production  to  light;  it  was 
only  about  four  feet  from  the  surface,  where  it  must 
have  been  deposited  at  the  deluge. 

North  Providence,  R.  I.  is  found  to  contain  4,207 
inhabitants.  There  are  in  the  town  12  revolutionary 
END  OF  VOLUME  FIFTY-EIGHT. 


pensioners,  the  oldest  93  years  of  age,  and  the  young- 
est 75;  six  of  them  are  widows  of  revolutionary  sol- 
diers. There  are  20  cotton  mills,  containing  30,000 
spindles,  with  a capital  of  $270,000,  employing  600  ope- 
ratives, and  turning  out  goods  to  the  amount  of230,000 
dollars  per  annum.  In  all  kinds  of  manufactures  the 
capital  invested  is  $402,200. 

Captain  Thomas  Oxford,  who  during  the  late  war 
was  captain  of  the  privateer  “True  Blooded  Yankee,’’ 
but  who  for  many  years  past  had  resided  at  Marseilles, 
died  in  that  city  on  the  17th  ult.  and,  pursuant  to  his 
dying  request  was  wrapped  in  an  American  flag  for  a 
winding  sheet. 

A patriarchal  ploughman.  A foreign  paper  states 
that  a short  time  ago  an  inhabitant  of  the  village  of 
St.  Dunnet,  in  the  Creuse,  desired  one  of  his  sons, 
who  is  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  to  have  the  horses 
put  to  the  plough,  and  went  into  a field  with  it,  accom- 
panied by  his  family.  He  then  held  the  plough,  and 
when  he  had  worked  for  some  time,  said,  taking  off 
his  hat,  “my  children,  let  us  return  thanks  to  God.  Tell 
your  friends  that  your  ancestor,  after  his  hundreth 
year,  ploughed  the  field  which  gives  you  subsistence. 
I yesterday  reached  my  hundredth  year.” 

Railways  in  England.  Of  262  rail  road  bills  ask- 
ed of  parliament,  192  were  granted,  comprising  a ca- 
pital of  £62,786,931. 

The  receipts  of  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  rail 
road  for  the  last  six  months,  amounted  to  £126,474; 
the  expenses  to  £67,003,  and  the  net  profits  to  £59,491. 
There  was  a previous  surplus  of  £10,584.  A divi- 
dend of  five  per  cent,  was  declared,  amounting  to 
£60,445,  leaving  a balance  of  £9,S09  to  the  credit  of 
the  next  half  yearly  account. 

Rapid  travelling.  The  Liverpool  Mercury  says 
that  the  engine  and  tender  of  the  North  Midland  rail- 
way lately  run  ten  miles  in  eight  minutes,  being  at  the 
rate  of  seventy-six  miles  an  hour. 

The  Georgia  rail  road.  The  late  annual  report 
says:  “The  aggregate  of  our  business  for  the  eleven 
months  shows  an  increase  over  the  whole  of  last  year  of 
$49,873  12-100,  while  our  expenditures  have  only  been 
increased  $6,884  20-100.  Our  net  profits  on  the  road, 
and  machinery  in  use  which  is  estimated  at  $1,300,000, 
is  nearly  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  engineer,  J.  Edgar  Thompson,  esq.  in  his  re- 
port says:  “The  nett  revenue  on  our  whole  expenditure 
about  $700,000  of  which  is  dead  capital,  is  at  the  rate 
of  six  percent,  per  annum,  notwithstanding  our  low 
charges  for  passage,  and  the  general  stagnation  of  the 
business  of  the  country. 

Steamboats.  The  James  Gibson,  capt  Skinner, 
literally  exploded  her  boiler  on  the  21st  inst.  about 
twenty-five  miles  below  Richmond,  on  to  an  ark  which 
she  had  in  tow.  Her  escape  pipe  was  blown  over  into 
the  woods.  The  captain’s  wife,  two  children  and  a 
servant  were  dreadfully  scalded.  Twoof  the  hands 
are  missing.  One  of  the  children,  a little  boy  five  or 
six  years  old,  died  a short  time  after  the  accident.  The 
explosion  is  represented  as  most  terrific. 

The  Miami  struck  a ledge  of  rocks  in  the  Ohio  river 
a few  days  ago  and  totally  lost — passengers  and  crew 
saved. 

The  steamboat  Medoc,  was  sunk  on  the  20th  inst. 
about  IS  miles  below  Cincinnati.  ,She  broke  her 
shaft,  and  the  fly  wheel  was  forced  through  her  bottom, 
which  caused  her  to  go  down. 

Tetracaulodon.  The  remains  of  the  monster  found 
by  Mr.  Koch,  and  set  up  at  St.  Louis,-  is  believed  to  be 
a specimen  of  this  species,  whose  existence  was  doubt- 
ed at  the  time  Godman,  the  naturalist,  announced 
it.  Its  entire  length  is  thirty  feet — its  heigth  fifteen  feet. 

The  Thames  tunnel,  has  been  so  far  completed 
that  the  workmen  are  now  beyond  danger  on  the  north 
shore.  The  wharf  and  aperture  for  entrance  on  that 
shore  is  now  being  constructed,  and  it  is  announced 
that  the  tunnel  will  be  open  to  foot  passengers  early 
next  spring. 

Vermont.  The  election  takes  place  next  Tuesday. 
It  is  for  governor  and  other  stale  officers,  members  of 
congress  and  of  the  legislature.  Vermont  chooses  her 
congressmen  by  districts,  and  sends  five  members. — 
Two  of  the  present  delegation  are  Van  Buren  men, 
viz:  John  Smith  in  the  4th  district  and  Isaac  Fletcher 
in  the  5th. 

Wheat.  Prime  Virginia  and  Maryland  red  is  quot- 
ed in  Baltimore  at  $1  00  to  $1  09 — old  Pennsylvania, 
at  $1  10 — Maryland  white  $1  16. 

A letter  from  Michigan  says:  “Our  crop  of  wheat  is 
fair,  hut  there  will  be  a larger  surplus  than  ever  before 
in  Michigan,  owing  to  the  great  quantity  sown  last 
fall.  It  was  probably  twice  as  great  as  ever  before.” 

A Watermellon,  sent,  by  Charles  Waters,  esq. 
from  the  head  of  Magothy  to  the  Baltimore  market, 
weighed  50  lbs.  and  measured  two  feet  in  length  and 
two  feet  eight  inches  in  circumference. 

Wooden  pavement.  The  London  Times  says  a 
short  time  only  will  elapse  before  all  the  chief  thorough- 
fares are  paved  with  wood. 

York,  Pa.  including  the  villages  of  Freysland  and 
Buttsland,  east  and  west,  with  which  the  borough  is 
connected,  has  a population  of  5,415.  York  borough, 
proper,  contains  a population  of  4,781.  In  1830,  the 
inhabitants  numbered  4,216.  Increase  in  ten  years, 
575,  or  nearly  14  per  cent. 
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ft?" Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  (rank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer.  " 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

Great  steam  project.  The  East  India  Steam  Na- 
vigation company,  (by  way  of  the  Mediterranean, 
Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea:  to  be  incorporated  by  royal 
charter,  capital  £800,000).  The  following  abstract 
will  show  the  estimated  outlay,  charges  and  revenue 
of  this  great  enterprise: 

Outlay.  Building  and  fitting  7 steam- 
ships, cost  of  stations  abroad,  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  £600,000 

Annual  charge.  Wages,  coals,  victual- 
ling, insurance,  & c.  sinking  fund  for 
wear  and  tear,  and  renewal  of  ships  and 


“On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  February,  at  half 
past  8 o’clock,  the  air  appeared  dark  and  threaten- 
ing; every  thing  seem  to  indicate  some  extraordina 
ry  phenomenon,  which  in  fact  soon  followed,  for  a 
thick  smoke  arose  from  the  crater,  accompanied  by 
a loud  noise,  like  thunder,  while  burning  lava  and 
hot  ashes  burnt  and  destroyed  every  thing  on  which 
they  fell. 

This  destructive  eruption  lasted  twenty-four  hours 
and  ended  with  a frightful  subterraneous  noise, which 
made  the  inhabitants  fear  that  the  ground  would  give 
way  under  their  feet.  Passing  over  some  day’s  we 
came  to  the  14th  of  February,  1840,  which  proved 
so  disasterous.  At  half  past  12  at  night  a loud  noise 
was  heard,  accompanied  by  a slight  trembling  of 
the  ground,  which  grew  every  moment  more  vio- 
lent, and  awakened  the  inhabitants  from  their  sleep. 
At  half  past  3 in  the  morning,  whilst  the  rain  fell 
in  torrents,  a violent  shock  was  felt — the  people 
could  hardly  keep  their  feet,  the  houses  were  sha- 
ken, and  most  of  the  buildings  fell.  In  many 
places  the  earth  opened  and  closed  again.  Nothing 
was  left  undamaged,  and  on  the  15th  of  February, 
nature  seemed  to  have  attained  the  highest  point  of 
fury.  An  extremely  violent  shock  was  felt,  men 
and  animals  hastened  in  terror  to  the  waterside,  and 
filled  all  the  boats  without  distinction  of  rank. 

When  the  fury  of  the  storm  was  past,  and  the 
poor  inhabitants  had  in  some  measure  recovered 
their  fright,  ttiey  perceived  how  complete  was  their 
ruin.  Men’s  possessions  were  laid  waste,  the  most 
costly  spices  and  numerous  other  productions  were 
spoiled  and  buried  under  ruins;  not  a piece  of  fur- 
niture saved,  and  not  one  stone  house  in  all  Ternate 
remained  standing.  Even  Fort  Orange,  which  has 
withstood  several  earthquakes  for  these  two  hun- 
dred years,  has  given  way  to  this  occasion,  and  tru- 
ly the  welfare  and  importance  of  Ternate  to  our 
government  is  lost.  The  private  injury  is  estimat- 
ed at  900,000  florins.  The  shocks  were  feltatGildo 
and  Tideri,  but  no  damage  was  done;  thank  hea- 
ven, no  lives  were  lost.  Most  of  the  people  will 
leave  the  island  and  settle  elsewhere.” 

[ Dutch  papers,  July  28. 

The  last  accounts  from  Belize  (Honduras)  repre- 
sent that  coast  as  very  sickly.  About  8,000,000  feet 
of  mahogany  had  been  cut,  half  a million  of  which 
was  destined  for  this  country,  and  the  rest  for  Great 
Britain. 


charges  of  all  kinds, 

Income.  Passengers,  less  victual- 
ling  and  land  transport,  281  ^)00 
Freight,  consisting  of  light  par- 
cels, periodicals,  bullion,  &c.  24,000 


£239,000 


305,000 


...  £66,000 

Yielding  a clear  annual  surplus  of  or  upwards  of  11 

per  cent,  upon  £600,000. 

The  vessels  are  to  be  constructed  of  such  tonnage 
and  power  as  to  be  applicable  to  the  route  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  case  of  any  interruption  to 
that  through  Egypt. 

CHINA. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  Wed- 
nesday says:  “We  learn  by  the  ship  John  N.  Goss- 
ler,  Captain  Davis,  that  an  English  vessel  arrived  at 
Macao  from  Singapore  the  day  before  she  left;  that 
one  of  the  transports,  with  troops  on  board,  from 
India,  destined  for  China,  had  already  arrived  at 
the  latter  port,  and  that  a large  fleet  was  seen  stand- 
ing in  the  bay  w’hen  she  left,  supposed  to  be  the 
expedition.  At  Tongkoa  there  were  a few  English 
ships,  and  the  trigate  Druid,  and  sloops  of  war  Vo- 
loge  and  Hyacinth. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Detraction  of  Ternate  by  an  earthquake.  Ternate 
is  among  the  largest  of  the  Molucca  or  Spice  Islands 
and  belongs  to  the  Dutch.  1 
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MEXICO. 

By  the  Norma,  from  Havana,  at  New  York,  pa- 
pers of  that  city  of  the  20th  ull.  are  received  with 
accounts  from  Mexico,  carried  to  Havana  by  the 
British  gun  brig  Sea  Gull,  29th  July.  We  copy  from 
the  New  York  American: 

The  civil  war  in  the  city  of  Mexico  had,  after  13 
days  fighting  in  the  streets,  been  terminated  by  an 
armistice  and  agreement,  which  replaced  authority 
in  the  hands  of  Bustamente. 

The  extra  of  the  Dairy  of  Havana,  of  the  20th 
August,  presents  a summary  of  each  day’s  transac- 
tions, from  the  15th  to  the  28th  July — which,  how- 
ever, is  of  little  interest,  beyond  the  daily«recurrence 
of  firing  from  the  palace  and  its  environs  by  the 
troops  of  TJyrea  and  Gonzales  Furias,  who  had  taken 
possession  of  it,  and  made  Bustamente  prisoners — 
and  those  of  the  superior  government,  which  sought 
to  drive  out  the  revolters. 

The  final  result  was  that  on  the  27th  through  the 
intervention  of  the  archbishop,  a truce  wa3  nego- 
tiated. 

After  the  signing  of  this  capitulation,  the  govern- 
ment troops  took  possession  of  the  government  house, 
and  other  points  occupied  by  the  revolters,  who  dis- 
persed, some  to  their  homes,  others  tied,  and  the  re- 
mainder laid  down  their  arms  at  the  place  designated 
by  the  commander-in-chief. 

Gomez  Furias  and  Urrea  fled,  without  its  being 
known  what  direction  they  had  taken,  and  thus  tran- 
quillity was,  for  a time,  re-established. 

It  is  a sad  comment  upon  such  civil  strife,  that 
while,  during  the  13  days  of  contest,  only  80  of  the 
troops  on  both  sides  were  either  killed  or  wounded, 
460  peaceful  and  quiet  citizens — some  of  them  dis- 
tinguished— were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

TEXAS. 

Arrival  extraordinary. — An  Episcopal  church  ar- 
rived the  other  day  in  Matagorda,  Texas,  on  board 
the  brig  Susan.  The  Gazette  says,  “it  is  a hand- 
some and  well  finished  building,  with  pulpit,  pews, 
&c.  complete.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Samuel 
Crawford,  receiver  of  pubilc  moneys  at  the  land 
office  at  Kaskaskia,  111.  vice  Edw’ard  Humphreys, 
deceased. 

Elijah  H.  Gordy,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
the  land  office  at  St.  Stephens,  Ala.  vice  T.  J.  Wil- 
kinson, deceased. 

J.  A.  Parker,  collector  of  customs  atTappahan- 
nock,  Va.  vice  Robert  S.  Garnett,  deceased. 

Ebenezer  H.  Stacy,  surveyor  at  Gloucester,  Mass, 
vice  John  M.  Moriarty,  resigned. 

Mexican  commissioners.  We  learn  that  senor 
D.  Pedro  Fernandez  del  Castillo  and  senor  D.  Joa- 
quin Velazquez  de  Leon,  commissioners  plenipo- 
tentiary on  the  part  of  Mexico,  under  the  convention 
of  the  11th  of  April,  1839,  together  with  senor  D. 
Lucas  de  Palacio  y Magarola,  their  secretary,  were 
received  by  the  secretary  of  state  on  the  J 6th,  and 
by  him  presnted  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  on  the  18th  inst. 

Return  of  a minister.  It  is  stated  that  Mr. 
Muhlenberg,  American  minister,  at  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna, is  expected  to  take  his  audience  leave  of  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  about  the  1st  of  September,  pre- 
paratory to  his  departue  for  the  west  of  Europe, 
whence  he  will  leave  for  the  United  States  early  in 
the  fall. 

North  eastern  boundary.  The  American 
commissioners  for  the  survey  of  the  north  eastern 
boundary,  were  to  leave  Portland  on  Thursday  last 
for  the  disputed  territory. 


A mystery  solved.  The  report  of  the  British 
commissioners  has  occasioned  no  little  surprise  in 
this  country,  so  bold  and  positive  are  its  assertions, 
and  so  widely  different  from  all  conclusions  hereto- 
fore arrived  at,  either  by  British  or  American  ex- 
plorers. Some  portion  of  the  wonderment  may 
perhaps  be  dispensed  with,  by  the  result  of  an  ex- 
ploration which  we  have  been  making,  with  no 
little  pains,  through  the  immensity  of  words  em- 
bodied in  the  report,  seeking  for  a solution  to  the 
question  whether  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Fealherston- 
haugh  ever  went  upon  the  range  of  highlands  claim- 
ed by  us  as  the  treaty  line.  We  give  the  fruit  of 
that  exploration  in  the  very  words  of  the  report; 
only  premising  that  Lake  Etchimin  lies  on  the  di- 
rect route  from  the  southern  or  British  range  to 
Quebec,  about  midway  between  the  two  extremi- 
ties of  the  northern  or  American  range. 

Extract  from  the  report. 

“Date  October  20,  10  A.  M.  At  Lake  Etchi- 
min, 13  feet  above  the  water.  Height  957  feet. 

“Date  October  21.  On  top  of  hill  on  Quebec 
road,  the  highest  visible  point  of  the  chain  of  hills 
claimed  by  the  Americans  as  highlands.  Height 
1,212  feet. 

“On  the  22d  of  October  the  commissioners  ar- 
rived at  Quebec,  and  waited  on  his  excellency,  &c.” 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  American  range  was 
visited  at  only  one  single  point  by  the  commission- 
ers— that  being  the  point  where  they  were  obliged 
to  cross  it  in  their  journey  from  the  British  range  to 
Quebec — where  they  found  a lake,  the  source  of  a 
stream  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
and  a hill  twelve  hundred  and  twelve  feet  above 
that  level.  Not  liking  these  elevations,  probably, 
the  commissioners  hurried  on  to  Quebec — and  this 
is  all  they  know  about  the  range  of  highlands  claim- 
ed by  us  as  the  boundary!  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

In  chase  of  the  “Malek  Adhel.”  We  under- 
stand that  the  U.  States  steam  trigate  Fulton  went 
to  sea  yesterday  afternoon,  fiom  the  navy  yard, 
Brooklyn,  to  cruise  after  the  Malek  Adhel,  in'con- 
sequence  of  her  recent  piratical  demonstrations. — - 
We  are  informed  that  her  instructions  are,  to  con- 
tinue the  cruise  till  she  captures  the  suspected  ves- 
sel, or  at  least  discovers  her  intentions.  We  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  worthy  U.  S.  marshal  of 
our  district,  whether  it  would  not  be  an  easier  and 
much  shorter  cut  to  get  at  those  intentions,  by  tak- 
ing "a  promenade  in  Broadway  any  pleasant  after- 
noon, meeting  or  calling  on  the  owners  of  the  craft 
and  asking  their  opinion  in  the  premises. 

[N.  York  Sun. 
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Land  sales  in  Dubuque.  A sale  of  eleven 
townships  of  land  in  Iowa  commenced  at  Dubuque 
on  the  3d  instant.  These  townships  contained  some 
of  the  best  land  in  the  territory,  yet  we  learn  from 
the  News  that  the  sale  was  poorly  attended  and  the 
amount  of  land  sold  very  small.  A sale  of  70,000 
acres  of  fine  lands  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
between  Fort  Wayne  and  Loganport,  Indiana,  is  ad- 
vertised by  the  state  commissioners  for  October  5th. 
A part  of  these  lands  will  be  offered  at  $2,  a part  $5 
and  a few  choice  lots  at  $7  per  acre,  at  the  minimum 
prices.  The  terms  of  payment,  one-fourth  at  the 
sale;  one-fourth  in  12  months,  and  the  residue  in  10 
years  from  sale.  The  canal  is  now  in  operation  for 
90  miles,  and  will  be  completed  to  Lake  Eire  during 
the  next  year. 

Mail  robberies.  A mail  bag  was  discovered 
a few  days  since  sunk  in  the  Roanoke  river,  at 
Weldon,  N.  C.  which  contained  a number  of  let- 
ters which  had  been  broken  open  and  their  contents 
taken  out.  An  investigation  is  being  had  in  refer- 
ence to  it. 

It  would  appear,  by  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.  under  date  of  21st 
instant,  published  in  the  Charleston  Courier,  that  a 
robbery  of  the  southern  mail  had  been  recently  per- 
petrated: 

Recent  circumstances  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  so  prominent  a manner,  that  not  the  least 
doubt  remains  but  there  has  been  a robbery  of  the 
southern  mail,  perhaps  to  some  extent.  The  facts, 
as  far  as  1 have  learnt  them,  are  from  a person  who 
saw  the  mail  bags,  and  therefore  may  be  relied  on 
as  being  correct,  as  far  as  they  go.  They  are  as 
follows: 

“On  the  19th  inst.  as  some  person  or  persons  were 
crossing  the  biidge  over  the  Roanoke,  at  Weldon, 
they  perceived  a bag,  and  supposed  it  to  contain 
meal  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  gave  notice  to 
that  effect  to  others,  one  of  whom  procured  a hook 
and  line  (the  bridge  being  a considerable  distance 
above  the  water)  and  soon  fastened  on  to  it,  but 
found  it  so  heavy  that  he  could  not  raise  it,  until  he 
had  procured  the  assistance  of  several  negroes. 

They  finally  got  the  bag  on  the  bridge,  and  found 
it  to  contain  a quantity  of  large  stones,  and  also  a 
smaller  bag,  and  in  this  small  bag  were  a number  of 
letters  and  papers  thoroughly  saturated  with  water. 
They  were  taken  up  to  Weldon  and  examined. — 
The  letters  had  all  been  opened,  and  drafts,  checks, 
money,  &c.  extracted  therefrom,  as  some  of  the  let- 
ters themselves  clearly  indicated  they  contained 
such.  Among  them  was  one  directed  to  col.  R.  M. 
Johnson,  from  Alabama.  There  were  also  papers 
— among  them  a Constitutionalist  (Augusta)  of 
August  11. 

“A  messenger  was  forthwith  sent  on  to  Washing- 
ton to  make  known  the  circumstance,  and  to  have 
the  matter  sifted,  which  will  be  done  in  a few  days, 
and  then  you  will  have  the  particulars.” 

Arrest.  We  learn  that  a man  named  George 
Phillips  was  arrested  yesterday  afternoon  by  officers 
Basil  James  and  Jesse  Sumwalt,  charged  with  hav- 
ing robbed  the  mail  for  the  west  from  Baltimore  be- 
tween this  city  and  Hagerstown.  Phillips  was  ar- 
rested in  the  western  part  of  the  city  and  underwent 
an  examination  in  the  presence  of  Joshua  Vansant, 
esq.  postmaster,  before  justice  Wright,  by  whom  he 
was  committed  for  further  examination. 

[Ball.  Amir. 

THE  ARMY. 

The  western  Indians.  Intelligence  has  reached 
St.  Louis  that  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  Indians 
were  engaged  in  a war.  The  Bulletin  of  the  18th 
inst.  also  states  that  a large  number  of  the  Winne- 
bago Indians  have  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  re- 
turned to  their  old  “hunting  grounds.”  General 
Atkinson,  with  five  or  six  companies  of  infantry, 
were  to  leave  Jefferson  barracks  immediately  lor 
the  upper  country,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
them  back  to  the  grounds  allotted  them.  [Sun. 

The  Winnebagoes.  The  St.  Louis  New  Era  of 
last  Tuesday  says:  “We  understand  that  informa- 
tion was  received  yesterday  from  general  Brook, 
that  the  movement  of  troops  from  Jefferson  bar- 
racks, in  anticipation  of  difficulties  with  the  Win- 
nebago Indians,  was  not  considered  necessary  by 
him;  and  in  consequence  the  order  for  that  purpose 
has  been  countermanded.  The  Indians  have,  we 
suppose,  returned  to  their  homes  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  says  the  reports 
in  circulation  of  a contemplated  change  in  the  head 
oT  the  navy  department,  are  without  foundation. 
Mr.  Paulding  is  on  a visit  to  the  White  Sulphur- 
Springs,  Virginia,  and -com.  Morris  has  beer,  appoint- 
ed acting  secretary.  There  are  many  rumors  afloat, 


of  contemplated  changes,  says  the  Chr  onicle  some 
of  which  we  give  as  rumors. only,  however,  without 
vouching  for  their  correctness. 

It  is  understood  that  com.  Wadsworth  will  retire 
from  the  navy  board,  and  be  appointed  inspector  of 
ordinance  and  ammunition;  and  that  the  vacant  seat 
has  been  tendered  to  com.  Warrington,  who  it  is  be- 
lieved will  accept. 

It  is  reported  that,  in  consequence,  of  ill  health, 
com.  Crane  lias  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  navy  yard,  at  Portsmoth,  N.  H.  and  if 
so,  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  wishes  will  be  gratified. 
Com.  C.  has  participated  largely  in  active  service 
ever  since  he  attained  his  present  grade — now  up- 
wards of  twenty-five  years. 

Captain  F.  H.  Gregory  has  been  ordered  to  the 
frigate  Constellation,  now7  fitting  out  at  Boston.  She 
is  to  be  one  of  the  fleet  destined  for  the  East  Indies. 
We  understand  that  the  squadron  will  be  composed 
of  the  razee  Independence,  frigate  Constellation, 
sloops  of  war  Concord  and  Boston,  and  another  sloop, 
all  under  the  command  of  com.  Lewis  Warrington. 
It  is  rumored  that  capt.  War.  Boerum  is  to  command 
the  Boston.  Such  a fleet  under  all  sail  will  present 
a splendid  sight. 

The  squadron  on  our  coast.  The  Portland  Adver- 
tiser of  Friday  says: — We  have  seen  a letter  from 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  ship  Levant, 
which  says  that  the  Macedonian,  Levant  and  Erie 
arrived  at  Eastport  on  the  16th  instant.  The  squa- 
dron will  sail  from  Eastport  to  Castine,  and  from 
thence  to  Portland.  From  Portland  it  is  intended  to 
proceed  to  Townsend,  Portsmouth,  Gloucester,  Pro- 
vincetown,  Newport  and  New  York.  The  squadron 
W'ere  saluted  at  Eastport  an  the  17th,  and  the  flag 
ship  returned  the  salute. 

I he  Mediterranean  squadron.  It  is  rumored  that 
commodore  Morris  will  go  to  Boston  and  take  com- 
mand of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  in  the  spring. 

The  East  India  squadron.  There  were  several 
rumors  about  the  navy  yard  here;  and  the  command 
of  the  squadron  destined  for  the  China  seas,  says  the 
Norfolk  Beacon,  but  they  were  so  conflicting  as  to 
leave  no  ground  for  supposing  them  to  be  true.  It 
is  now  stated  that  capt.  Jesse  Wilkinson  will  take 
command  of  the  East  India  squadron,  and  captain 
Morgan  of  the  yard  here.” 

“We  learn  also,”  says  the  Beacon,  that  comman- 
der C.  K.  Stribling  has  been  appointed  to  the  naval 
rendezvous  at  this  port  in  place  of  commodore  T. 
T.  Webb,  relieved.” 

Navy  Orders. — July  24 — Purser  A.  J.  Watson, 
navy  yard,  Washington. 

27 —  P.  mid.  D.  Ross  Crawford,  depot  of  charts, 
&c. 

28 —  Lieut.  L.  Stoddard,  leave  two  months,  hav- 
ing returned  from  brig  Consort,  sick. 

P.  mid.  C.  F.  M.  Spotswood,  ordered  to  steamer 
Fulton  revoked,  and  leave  three  months. 

29 —  Lieut.  A.  E.  Downes,  rec’g  ship,  Boston. 
Chaplain  T.  R.  Lambert,  do.  do. 

30—  Lt.  com’g  C.  H.  Bell,  lieuts.  J.  F.  Schenck 
andJ.  P.  McKinstry,  asst,  surgeon,  R.  T.  Barry, 
purser  T.  B.  Nalle,  P.  mid.  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
mid.  G.  E.  West,  W.  T.  Spicer,  and  J.  Ladd,  de- 
tached from  brig  Dolphin,  with  leave  for  two 
months. 

Lt.  com’g  J.  S.  Paine,  lieut.  W.  P.  Griffin, 
asst,  surgeon  E.  J.  Rutter,  P.  mid.  A.  S.  Whit- 
tier, W.  R.  Gardner,  mid.  E.  A.  Barnett  and  E. 
C.  Stiles  detached  from  schooner  Grampus,  with 
leave  for  two  months. 

Comm’r  J.  Tattnal,  detached  from  special  duty, 
under  capt.  Perry. 

31 —  Commander  H.  Paulding,  navy  yard,  New 
York,  vice  T.  T.  Webb,  detached. 

Lieut.  E.  Byrne,  rendezvous,  Philadelphia,  vice 
R.  Ritchie,  detached. 

Lieut.  John  Pope,  navy  yard,  Boston,  vice  W.  S. 
Walker,  detached. 

Lieut.  C.  H.  Davis,  ordinary,  Boston. 

Surgeon  Waters  Smith,  rendezvous,  New  York. 

Surgeon  Wm  Whelan,  navy  yard,  Philadelphia, 
vice  W.  P.  C.  Barton,  detached. 

Purser  D.  Walker,  navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Purser  E.  Fitzgerald,  detached  from  receiving 
ship,  Norfolk. 

Lieuts.  J.  Bubier  and  H.  Bruce,  detached  from 
Boston  station. 

August  1 — Capt.  R.F.  Stockton,  furlough  2 years. 

Lieut.  J.  L.  Henderson,  detached  from  rendez- 
vous, Norfolk. 

P.  mid.  Levin  Handy,  rec’g  vessel,  Ballimore. 

Marine  Corps. — The  only  changes  made  during 
the  month  of  July,  are  leaves  of  absence  to  a few 
officers: 

July  7 — 2d  lieut.  R.  D.  Taylor,  until  Sept.  1.  i 
9 — Capt.  A.  N.  Brevoort,  extended  for  30  ds. 
15 — 2d  lieut.  J.  W.  Curtis,  extended  until 
September  15. 

39 — 2nd  lieut.  W.  B.  Slack,  renewed  for  30  days. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

John  Fairfield,  who  was  elected  governor  last  year 
by  6,000  majority,  is  the  administration  candidate 
for  re-election,  and  is  opposed  by  Edward  Kent, 
(whig). 

Candidates  for  congress.  The  following  are  the 
candidates  at  the  election  which  lakes  place  on  the 
14th  instant. 

Administration.  Harrison. 

1.  Nathan  Clifford,*  Daniel  Goodenow, 

2.  Albert  Smith,*  Wm.  P.  Fessenden, 

3.  Joseph  Sewall,  Benj.  Randall,* 

4.  John  Hubbard,  Geo.  Evans,* 

5.  N.  S.  Littlefield,  Elisha  H.  Allen, 

6.  Alfred  Marshall, 

7.  Joshua  A. Lowell,*  Joseph  C.  Noyes, 

8.  Hannibal  Hamblin,  Zadoc  Long. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election.  The  result  of  the  semi-annual  election 
on  the  15th  inst.  places  political  parties  in  this  state 
as  follows: 

The  next  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  will  stand 
as  follows: 


Counties. 

Whigs. 

Administration. 

Providence, 

14 

8 

Kent, 

8 

2 

Bristol, 

6 

0 

Washington, 

5 

9 

Newport, 

16 

4 

49 

23 

23 

Whig  majority, 

26 

Senate, 

10 

Maj.  on  joint  ballot,  36 

VERMONT. 

The  election  for  governor,  members  of  congress, 
state  legislature  and  state  officers,  took  place  on 
Tuesday  last,  of  course  we  have  no  returns  in  time 
for  this  number. 

Silas  H.  Jennison  (whig)  was  elected  governor 
last  year  by  a majority  of  2,351  and  is  a candidate 
for  re-election.  Paul  Dillingham,,  jr . is  the  admi- 
nistration candidate. 

Two  of  the  present  congressmen  from  Vermont 
are  friends  of  Van  Buren,  viz:  John  Smith  in  the 
4th  district,  and  Isaac  Fletcher  in  the  5th  district. 
The  candidates,  for  the  next  congress,  as  lar  as  is 
known  to  us,  are  as  follows: 

Dist.  Whigs.  Adm. 

1st  Hiland  Hall,  Daniel  Kellogg, 

2d  William  Slade,  Trueman  B.  Ransom, 


3d 

4th 

5th 


Horace  Everett, 
Agustus  Young, 
John  Mattocks, 


John  Smith, 
Isaac  Fletcher. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Election.  The  period  at  which  the  state  elections 
take  place  in  this  state  have  been  erroneously  re- 
presented in  the  tables  lately  published  of  periods 
of  election.  The  annual  election  for  members  of 
the  legislature  (and  who  elect  the  governor  and  U. 
States  senator)  takes  place  on  the  2d  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  13th  and  14th  October.  The  election 
for  members  of  congress  and  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  November. 

VIRGINIA. 

Administration  convention.  The  system  recom- 
mended by  the  central  committee  of  vigilance,  of 
holding  a general  convention  in  each  congressional 
district,  is  in  regular  progress  of  being  carried  out, 
and  we  have  the  papers  of  the  party  in  that  state 
crowded  with  their  notes  of  preparation  or  proceed- 
ings thereat. 

A whig  state  convention,  “a  last  general  rally  of 
the  party  previous  to  the  final  conflict  in  Novem- 
ber” is  to  be  held  at  Richmond,  on  the  5th  October, 
the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 

A whig  convention  came  off  at  Wheeling  on  the 
3d  inst. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

A whig  state  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Raleigh 
on  the  5th  October. 

KENTUCKY. 

Election  returns.  The  Frankfort  Commonwealth 
of  the  25th  u lt.  contains  the  official  returns  of  the 
late  election,  which  vary  very  slightly  from  the  ta- 
ble inserted  in  the  last  number  of  the  Register. 

The  total  number  of  votes  given  were 
For  governor. 

Robt.  P.  Letcher,  (whig)  55,370 

Richard  French,  (adm.)  ,39,650 


Whig  majority,  15,720 

*Present  members:  the  5th  district  is  now  represent- 
ed by  Virgil  D.  Parris,  6th  by  Hugh  .T.  Anderson,  and 
the  8th  by  Thomas  Davee — all  friends  of  the  present 
administration. 
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For  lieutenant  governor. 

Manlius  V.  Thomas,  (whig)  52,951 

JohnB.  Helm,  (adm.)  36,199 


Whig  majority,  16,751 

The  legislature. 

The  senate  consists  of  23  wbigs  and  14  VanJBuren 
members — whig  majority  nine. 

The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  76  whigs 
and  24  Van  Buren  members — whig  majority  fifty- 
two.  Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot  sixty-one. 

Close  of  the  extra  session.  After  passing  the  sin- 
gle act  to  provide  tor  the  election  of  electors,  the 
legislature  adjourned  sine  die. 


We  give  below  returns  from  all 
the  state. 

the  counties  in 

1340. 

1839. 

^ 

A 

AVhig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Mobile, 

4 

0 

2 

2 

Baldwin, 

Montgomery, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Lowndes, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Autauga, 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Coosa, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Butler, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Macon, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Russell, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Perry, 

3 

0 

2 

1 

Greene, 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Pickens, 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Dallas, 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Shelby, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Marengo, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Tuscaloosa, 

4 

0 

3 

1 

Barbour, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Tallapoosa, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Chambers, 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Lawrence, 

0 

3 

1 

2 

Bibb, 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Pike, 

Conecuh, 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Talledaga, 

0 

2 

1 

1 

Jefferson, 

0 

2 

1 

1 

Wilcox, 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Monroe, 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Sumter, 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Clarke, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Washington, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Madison, 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Limestone, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Franklin, 

0 

3 

2 

1 

Morgan, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Jackson, 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Fayette, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Walker, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Covington, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Benton, 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Sinclair, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Randolph, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Marion, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Lauderdale, 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Henry, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Dale, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Blount, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

De  Kalb, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Marshal, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Cherokee, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

— 

— 

— 



48 

52 

48 

33 

67 

33 

Administration  raaj. 

4 

34 

34 

Whig  gain,  30 

OHIO. 

Administration  convention  at  Mount  Vernon.  The 
Columbus  Statesman  gives  us  the  following: 

“ Tremendous  meeting — the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  by  any  party.  “We  learn  that  the 
young  men’s  convention  at  Mount  Vernon  on  Wed- 
nesday, was  the  most  tremendous  meeting  ever  wit- 
nessed in  Ohio.  All  concur  in  saying  there  could 
not  have  been  one  less  than  twenty  thousand  peo- 
ple present.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  of  Chillicothe,  was 
president.  The  enthusiasm  that  prevails  among  the 
democrats  is  unparalleled. 

“Col.  Johnson,  gov.  Shannon  and  senator  Allen 
passed  through  here  last  evening,  on  their  way  to 
Xenia,  where  they  hold  forth  to-day.” 

“ Well  done,  Richland!  We  are  told  that  there 
was  a turn  out  of  ten  thousand  at  Mansfield,  on 
Monday  last,  to  hear  colonel  Johnson,  Shannon  and 
Allen.  Whiggery  in  Ohio,  is  shaken  to  its  centre. 
The  leaders  are  alarmed — thunderstruck  and  scared 
half  out  of  their  senses,  at  the  signs  in  the  horizon. 
They  believe  that  what  was  done  in  Illinois,  may  be 
done  in  Ohio. — No  mistake  in  that.” 


The  Cincinnati  Advertiser  of  the  19th,  says: 
“About  3,000  persons  attended  from  all  parts  of 
Clermont  county,  on  Saturday  last.  The  meeting 
was  addressed  by  general  McDowell,  of  Highland 
county,  by  particular  request,  with  most  powerful 
effect.  General  McDowell  is  a veteran  in  demo- 
cracy— has  been  fiequently  a member  of  the  Ohio 
legislature,  and  is  an  influential  man  in  his  county. 
He  was  succeeded  by  doctor  Duncan,  Thomas  L 
Hamer,  esq.  Dr.  Duane,  member  of  congress,  and 
Mr.  Buchanan,  speaker  of  the  late  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. The  nominations  were  then  gone  into, 
and  Dr.  Doane,  was  put  in  nomination  for  re-elec- 
tion to  congress,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  house 
of  representatives  of  Ohio,  by  acclamation.  From 
present  appearances,  Clermont  county  will  give  a 
large  increased  democratic  majority  at  the  ensuing 
election.” 

On  the  26th  an  administration  meeting  was  held 
at  New  Castle,  Ohio. 

On  the  22d  ult.  a large  meeting  assembled  at  Day- 
ton,  the  numbers  variously  estimated  at  from  5,000 
to  15,000,  which  was  addressed  by  vice  president 
Rhichard  M.  Johnson,  governor  Shannon,  Mr.  Al- 
len and  captain  Daniel,  of  Virginia.  There  was  a 
splendid  procession  on  the  occasion. 

A whig  convention  is  to  be  held  at  Erie  on  the 
10th  instant,  the  anniversary  of  Perry’s  victory,  for 
which  large  preparations  are  making. 

On  the  28th  ulf.  a whig  meeting  took  place  in 
Washington,  Oiiio.  And  on  the  4th  inst.  another  at 
New  Castle,  Ohio. 

Celebration  at  Carthage.  The  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Maumee,  20th  August  1794,  was  celebrat- 
ed at  Carthage,  Hamilton  county,  on  Thursday  last. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  number  present  was  not  less 
than  four  thousand,  many  of  whom  were  ladies. 
Numerous  canoes,  (lags  and  mottoes,  and  several 
bands  of  music,  added  to  the  interest  of  the  scene. 
General  Harrison,  governor  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky, 
general  Murphy,  of  Chillicothe,  Mr.  Smith,  ot  In- 
diana, and  Mr.  Southgate,  of  Kentucky,  addressed 
the  people  upon  this  occasion.  The  Cincinnati  Ga- 
zette says: 

The  breathless  attention  of  the  great  mass,  for 
hours,  interrupted  only  by  an  occasional  shout  of 
approbation,  told  the  effect  of  these  speeches.  One 
old  gentleman  listened  to  general  Harrison  with 
more  than  usual  intensity;  at  first  in  perfect  silence, 
then  with  low  expressions  of  approbation.  When 
the  general  sat  down,  the  old  man  broke  out  to 
himself — “I  have  done  general  Harrison  great  injus- 
tice. I have  opposed  him  and  abused  him.  He  has 
been  villified  and  shamefully  wronged.  I will  do 
him  justice  in  future.  He  is  the  man  to  save  the 
country.” 

ILLINOIS. 

Election.  A complete  list  of  the  members  has 
been  returned,  showing  40  whigs  and  51  adminis- 
tration in  the  house  of  representatives;  and  in  the 
senate,  whigs  14,  administration  26;  giving  the  ad- 
ministration a majority  on  joint  ballot  of  23. 

FLORIDA. 

By  the  schooner  Empire,  capt.  Southwick,  we 
have  received  St.  Augustine  papers  of  the  21st 
inst.  from  which  we  copy  the  following  account  of 
the  butchery  at  Indian  Key,  which  varies  in  some 
particulars  from  that  already  published. 

The  steamer  Santee,  capt.  Poinsett,  arrived  on 
Wednesday  morning  from  the  south,  bringing  pas- 
sengers the  family  of  Dr.  Perrine,  late  of  Indian 
Key.  She  brought  in  tow,  from  New  Smyrna,  the 
steamer  Wm.  Gaston,  which  boat  had  sustained  in- 
jury some  time  since. 

It  becomes  again  our  mournful  duty  to  record  the 
successful  effusion  of  blood  in  this  ill-fated  territo- 
ry, and  the  triumphant  accomplishment  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians,  of  an  adventure  bordering  on  ro- 
mance. Indian  Key,  a small  spot  of  not  over  seven 
acres  in  extent,  and  situated  a short  distance  in  ad- 
vance, midway  between  old  and  new  Matacomba 
Key,  about  thirty  miles  from  the  main  land,  and  on 
our  Southern  Atlantic  coast,  was  invested  by  se- 
venteen boats  containing  Indians;  seven  of  its  in- 
habitants murdered,  the  island  plundered,  and  its 
buildings  burnt. 

About  two  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
inst.  a Mr.  Glass,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Houseman, 
happening  to  be  up,  saw  boats  approaching,  and 
informed  a person  in  the  same  employ,  when  they 
passed  into  Mr.  Houseman’s.garden,  and  were  sa- 
tisfied that  they  were  boats  containing  Indians.  The 
Indians  commenced  their  firing  upon  the  house  of 
Mr.  Houseman  arid  Dr.  Perrine;  the  former  of 
whom,  with  his  family,  and  that  of  Mr.  Charles 
Howe  and  family,  succeeded  in  escaping  to  boats, 
and  crossed  over  to  Teatable  Key.  The  family  of 
Dr.  Perrine  passed  through  a trap  door  into  their 
bathing  room,  from  whence  they  got  into  the  turtle 
crawl,  and  by  great  effort  removed  the  logs  and  es- 
caped to  the  front  of  Houseman’s  store,  they  then 


went  to  a boat  at  the  wharf,  which  6 Indians  (all 
who  remained)  had  partly  filled,  and  were  in  the 
store  after  a further  supply — they  then  pushed  off 
and  pulled  with  an  oar,  a paddle  and  poles  towards 
the  Medium,  they  were  met  by  a boat  when  they 
had  rowed  a mile,  and  taken  to  the  schooner. 

Mr.  Motte  and  wile,  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  a lady  of 
70  years  of  age,  ffsd  into  an  out  house,  from  whence 
Mrs.  M.  was  dragged  by  an  Indian,  and  while  in 
the  act  of  calling  on  her  husband,  “John  save  me,” 
she  was  killed.  Mr.  Motte  shared  the  same  fate, 
and  was  scalped;  and  the  old  lady,  as  she  was  drag- 
ged forth,  suddenly  jerking  from  the  Indian,  broke 
his  hold,  and  escaped  under  a house.  Her  grand- 
child, a daughter  of  Mrs.  Motte,  agpd  four  years, 
was  then  killed  with  a club,  and  the  infant  strangled 
and  thrown  in  the  water.  This  was  seen  by  Mrs. 
Johnson  from  her  hiding  place;  but  the  Indians 
fired  this  building,  and  she  was  again  forced  to  flee, 
and  escaped  to  Malony’s  wharf,  and  secreted  her- 
self and  was  finally  rescued.  James  Sturdy,  a boy 
about  II  years  of  age,  hid  himself  in  the  cistern 
under  Mr.  Houseman’s  house,  and  was  scalded  to 
death  by  the  burning  building  heating  the  water. 
The  remains  of  an  adult  skeleton  were  found  among 
the  ruins  of  Dr.  Perrine’s  house,  supposed  to  be  the 
doctor,  as  well  as  that  of  a child,  thought  to  have 
been  a slave  of  Mr.  Houseman. 

The  Indians  were  what  is  known  as  Spanish  In- 
dians, and  were  headed  by  Chekekia,  the  same 
chief  who  headed  the  party  massacreing  the  men  at 
Caloosahatchie.  They  obtained  a great  amount  of 
plunder  from  the  houses  and  stores;  and  whilst  en- 
gaged in  obtaining  these  articles,  Mrs.  Perrine  with 
her  two  daughters  and  little  son,  reached  a boat 
partially  loaded,  and  put  off  to  the  schooner  Me- 
dium, laying  at  somedistance.  They  were  prompt- 
ly rescued  by  a boat  coming  to  their  assistance,  and 
were  taken  to  the  schooner. 

On  Mr.  Houseman  reaching  Teatable  bay,  mid- 
shipman Murray,  U.  S.  N.  started  with  his  only 
available  force  of  15  men  and  two  swivels,  10  of 
whom  were  in  hospital,  so  sick  as  to  be  certain- 
ly unfit  (or  duty,  but  urging  their  claim,  were  per- 
mitted, hoping  to  cut  off  the  boats,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  the  Indians.  On  the  second 
fire  of  his  guns,  they  recoiled  overboard,  and  the 
Indians  then  commenced  a fire  upon  his  boat  fiorn 
a six  pounder  belonging  to  Mr.  Houseman,  charged 
with  musket  balls,  and  drove  back  this  active  offi- 
cer. 

Communication  was  immediately  despatched  to 
lieut.  McLaughlin,  who  was  at  Key  Biscayne  with 
the  U.  S.  schooners  Flirt  and  Otsego,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded down.  The  Indians,  however,  had  escaped, 
after  maintaining  possession  of  the  island  twelve 
hours,  carrying  off  large  quantities  of  powder  and 
other  articles,  and  laying  the  little  settlement  in 
ashes.  All  escaped  save  the  unfortunates  named 
above. 

Among  the  bold  and  lawless  feats  of  daring 
which  have  characterized  the  enemy  during  the  war, 
there  is  nothing  that  will  bear  a comparison  with 
this.  We  have  seen  the  murdered  remains  of  the 
citizen  and  soldier  almost  within  sight  of  the  gar- 
rison, when  the  white  flag  of  overture  was  waving 
to  these  inhuman  rascals  in  acts  of  kindness.  We 
have  seen  the  armed  rider  stricken  by  the  bullet 
from  the  covert  of  the  hammock,  and  the  carriage 
of  the  traveller  made  to  receive  the  last  life  drop  of 
its  occupant.  We  have  seen  the  faithlessness  of 
(he  tribe,  even  when  the  humanity  of  the  white 
man  was  devising  every  means  for  its  comfort,  plan- 
ning their  accursed  schemes  of  murder,  and  Caloo- 
sahatchie, the  ground  of  confidence  and  good  will, 
red  with  the  blood  of  our  troops  and  citizens.  But 
an  island — we  had  thought  safe— as  little  would  we 
have  looked  for  an  avalanche  amid  the  sands  of 
Arabia,  or  the  glowing  warmth  of  the  equator, 
amid  the  “Greenland’s  icy  mountains,”  as  an  attack 
from  Indians  upon  an  island.  A force  too  of  se- 
venteen canoes,  averaging  five  men  each,  make  a 
voyage  of  at  least  thirty  miles  from  the  main  land, 
and  “ransack,  pillage  and  destroy,”  and  return  in 
safety!!!  When  will  these  horrors  end? 

[ Charleston  Mercury. 

Indians. — On  the  12th  instant,  two  meu  were 
fired  upon  at  Hope’s,  seven  miles  from  Micanopy, 
and  Smart  killed,  and  Lerein  badly  wounded  in  both 
his  legs. 

Shortly  after,  Indians  made  their  appearance  at 
Fort  Crane,  carrying  off  corn  from  the  fields,  and 
firing  at  two  of  the  citizens,  wounded  both  of  their 
horses.  The  men  escaped. 

On  the  13th  inst.  they  fired  upon  a body  of  sol- 
diers at  McIntosh’s  field;  two  of  the  soldiers  killed 
and  one  wounded.  The  Indians  numbered  from 
90  to  100.  They  were  pursued  closely  by  upwards 
of  a hundred  men  from  Micanopy  and  the  adjoin- 
ing posts,  under  capt.  Benneville;  the  trail  leading 
to  the  Ocklawaha. 
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Portions  of  five  or  six  families  have  been  murder- 
ed near  the  Georgia  line. 

On  the  night  of  the  Slh  inst.  at  11  o’clock,  lieut. 
B.  H.  Arthur,  commanding  at  Fort  Barker,  Cook’s 
hammock,  Middle  Florida,  with  a detachment  of 
his  company  (E,  1st  infantry,)  surprised  a party  of 
•three  Indians,  about  seven  miles  from  the  fort  on 
the  road  to  Tallahassee,  and  killed  two  instantly, 
the  other  ran  into  the  hammock,  and  it  being  very 
dark  he  could  not  be  found.  The  next  morning 
there  was  a shower  of  rain,  which  washed  away  all 
traces  of  his  trail.  He  is  probably  dead,  as  he  ap- 
peared to  be  badly  wounded;  he  Fell  several  times 
while  running  away.  - 

A murder  of  four  persons,  named  Cosey,  took 
place,  by  Indians,  at  New  river,  on  Tuesday  the 
11th  inst.  near  Thigpen’s  station.  The  trail  cross- 
ed the  Black  creek  and  Fort  Harlee  road.  The 
family  had  but  lately  removed  from  Georgia,  lieut. 
May,  2d  dragoons,  and  lieut.  Hanson,  7th  infan- 
try, started  in  pursuit. 

On  the  26th  ult.  as  privates  McDowell  and  Har- 
tigan,  of  company  K,  3d  artillery,  were  proceed- 
ing from  Fort  Lauderdale  to  the  river,  they  were 
fired  upon  by  Indians,  and  both  severely  wounded. 
The  white  flag  was  flying  from  the  staff  of  the 
o-arrison  at  the  time,  and  the  men  were  within  gun 
shot  of  its  folds.  They  will  both  recover. 

A negro  of  Jack  Hope’s,  hunting  for  birds  near 
Mr.  Hope’s  plantation,  on  the  Alchula  prairie, 
came  unexpectedly  upon  five  Indians.  He  dis- 
charged his  double  barrelled  gun  at  them,  killing 
one  and  wounded  another.  The  Indians  took  to 
their  heels  and  the  negro  also.  The  body  was 
found,  and  the  wounded  trailed  a long  distance. 

Excitement  at  Tallahassee.  Letter  of  the  commit- 
tee of  citizens  of  Tallahassee,  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  remonstrating  against  gov.  Kied’s 
conduct. 

Tallahassee,  Florida,  Aug.  10,  1840. 

To  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
placed  the  government  of  the  territories  entirely 
under  the  control  of  congress — and  congress  has 
established  a form  of  government  for  the  territory 
of  Florida,  by  which  all  the  civil  rights  guaranteed 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  states,  are  extended  and  secured 
to  the  people  of  this  territory,  although  they  have 
not  the  same  political  privileges. 

The  acts  of  congress  profess  to  secure  to  our  per- 
sons and  property  ample  protection  but  deny  us  the 
privilege  of  electing  our  executive  and  judicial  of- 
ficers. The  power  of  appointment  and  removal  of 
officers,  and  consequently  of  control  and  responsi- 
bility so  far  as  they  exist,  are  vested  in  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  officers  appointed 
by  him  are  not  responsible  to  the  people  of  Florida 
in  any  respect. 

This  state  of  dependence  leaves  the  people  of  this 
territory  only  the  remedy  of  complaint  and  remon- 
strance to  the  federal  executive,  in  case  of  miscon- 
duct in  officers  on  the  part  of  the  territorial  func- 
tionaries, and  the  ultimate  right  of  armed  resistance 
which  nature  gives  all  people,  only  when  their  griev- 
ances become  too  burthensome  to  be  endured,  and 
their  remonstrances  are  unavailing  with  the  power 
which  should  grant  relief. 

Such  being  our  situation,  we  respectfully  claim  a 
right  to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the 
recent  conduct  of  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  governor 
of  this  territory.  We  refer  to  the  annexed  docu- 
ments, and  the  following  statement  as  evidence  of 
the  nature  of  that  conduct. 

It  appears  that  the  governor  has,  in  a time  of 
peace  and  quiet  in  our  city,  when  nothing  had  oc- 
curred of  a more  serious  character  than  a few  angry 
words  between  some  few  of  our  citizens  in  some 
cause  of  private  quarrel;  without  calling  upon  the 
civil  authority;  without  issuing  or  asking  for  any 
civil  process;  without  any  attempt  by  civil  means 
to  sustain  the  laws,  which  indeed  there  had  been  no 
attempt  to  violate;  exercised  his  military  authority, 
and  called  into  the  city  an  armed  troop  in  the  pay 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  subject 
to  his  orders  and  stationed  them  about  his  house, 
taking  possession  of  the  cannon  on  the  capital 
square,  and  occupied  certain  of  the  public  streets 
W’ith  lines  of  musquetry,  along  which  no  citizen  was 
allowed  to  pass  without  his  leave,  on  pain  of  being 
shot.  That  he  at  the  same  time  sent  expresses  into 
various  sections  of  the  country,  to  certain  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  supposed  to  be  attached  to  his  per- 
son and  political  party,  but  pursuing  their  peaceful 
avocations,  not  in  the  service  of  the  government,  and 
not  subject  to  his  orders,  except  to  repel  invasion 
or  suppress  insurrection,  with  orders,  or  requests 
lor  them  to  come  armed  to  the  city. 

That  when  our  citizens,  surprised  and  excited  at 
these  unusual  movements,  sent  three  respectable 
gentlemen,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and  purposes 


of  these  operations,  they  were  haughtily  received, 
and  told  in  reply  to  their  inquiry,  that  he  was  not 
amenable  for  his  conduct  to  the  people  of  Florida, 
but  to  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  from  whom  he 
received  his  appointment,  but  condescended  to  say 
that  his  life  had  been  threatened,  and  summarily 
dismissed  them  without  further  reply. 

That  subsequently,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  day 
of  August,  he  caused  five  citizens  to  be  arrested  by 
his  armed  soldiers,  who  were  pursuing  their  way 
peaceably  in  the  public  streets,  and  no  charge  was 
made  against  them  then,  and  none  has  been  made 
since,  and  no  other  reason  is  known  for  it  except 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  governor. 

That  it  was  only  when  our  people,  justly  indig- 
nant and  alarmed  at  these  invasions  of  their  personal 
rights,  this  violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  land,  by  the  authority  sent  to  protect  them,  and 
peculiarly  bound  by  his  office  to  uphold  them,  had 
solemnly  determined  in  self-defence,  to  resist  force, 
by  force,  and  were  preparing  with  becoming  for- 
bearance and  moderation,  before  any  innocent  blood 
was  shed,  to  send  another  civil  and  respectable  de- 
putation of  citizens  to  learn  if  possible,  the  causes 
of  these  outrages,  and  to  require  a dismissal  of  the 
troops.  That  they  were  at  last  dismissed,  as  we  are 
informed,  at  the  earnest  soliciation  of  some  indivi- 
dual citizens.  But  the  deputation  appointed  by  the 
citizens,  wishing  to  be  fully  informed  of  his  pur- 
pose, deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  the  communica- 
tion which  they  had  proposed,  a copy  of  which  is 
annexed  hereto,  and  dated  the  5th  August,  1840, 
and  addressed  by  the  committee  to  the  governor. 
A committee  waited  on  the  governor  with  this  com- 
munication and  only  received  a verbal  answer,  that 
the  troops  had  just  then  been  dismissed;  and  the 
only  reason  assigned  for  his  extraordinary  conduct, 
was,  that  the  governor  had  received  some  (anony- 
mous) threatening  letters,  by  which  he  had  been  so 
excited  that  his  repose  was  disturbed  for  several 
nights.  And  no  assurance  was  given  against  the 
recurrence  of  similar  scenes  for  the  future.  A fur- 
ther communication  was  promised  in  writing,  but 
has  not  yet  been  received.  These  have  been  the 
grosest  outrages  upon  the  personal  and  civil  rights 
of  citizens,  ever  perpetrated  by  any  executive  offi- 
cer since  the  foundation  of  the  republic;  and  scarce- 
ly a parallel  can  be  found  in  the  arbitrary  conduct 
of  the  British  government  in  the  incipient  stages  of 
the  revolution;  and  the  conduct  in  the  representa- 
tives of  his  British  majesty,  less  in  violation  of  their 
existing  laws  and  less  wanton,  met  with  the  ready 
and  indignant  resistance  of  the  people. 

Our  regard  for  the  governor’s  personal  character 
compels  us  to  believe  that  the  anonymous  letters 
mentioned  must  have  been  a mere  pretext,  as  the 
spirit  of  manhood  revolts  at  the  idea  that  our  go- 
vernor, the  commander  in- chief  of  our  people,  whilst 
war  is  waging  around  us,  whose  duty  it  is  to  pro- 
tect us  from  the  savages,  who  has  even  now  procla- 
mations in  the  papers  exhorting  the  people  to  firm- 
ness, vigilance  and  courage,  in  protecting  themselves 
upon  the  frontiers,  could  exhibit  such  a degree  of 
pusillanimity  as  to  withdraw  troops  from  those  fron- 
tiers exposed  to  a real  and  terrific  foe,  to  protect 
him  in  the  bosom  of  a peaceable  community  from 
the  idle  threats  of  anonymous  and  childish  scrib- 
lers,  and  could  permit  his  sense  of  propriety  to  be  so 
far  distorted  by  his  fears  as  to  induce  him  to  arrest 
peaceable  and  innocent  citizens  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  In  his  behalf  and  for  ourselves,  we  repel 
the  imputation  upon  our  chief  magistrate.  Common 
sense  would  have  told  him  that  a lurking  assassin 
could  have  perpetrated  hi3  fell  purpose  hitherto,  or 
might  hereafter,  as  he  could  not  always  remain  for- 
tified in  his  own  house,  and  that  a person  entertain- 
ing such  intention  would  not  have  warned  him 
against  the  blow.  And  the  least  inquiry  would 
have  informed  him  (if  his  ignorance  of  the  people 
he  governs  was  such  as  to  render  it  necessary)  that 
the  peaceable  citizens  would  have  turned  out  to  a 
man  to  protect  him  from  the  violence  of  a mob,  if 
there  had  been  one,  for  their  own  sake,  if  not  for 
his. 

Nor  can  we  suppose  gov.  Reid  to  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  an  idea  so  stupid  as  that  of  establishing  a 
permanent  petty  military  despotism  in  our  territory, 
and  that  in  future  executive  power  was  to  be  ma- 
nifested and  executive  will  executed,  by  the  sword 
and  bayonet,  and  not  as  hitherto,  by  the  moral  in- 
fluence arising  from  the  knowledge  that  a free  peo- 
ple always  stand  ready  with  their  lives  to  sustain 
their  public  functionaries  in  all  lawful  and  just  acts 
of  power. 

We  confess  with  humility  and  mortification,  that 
the  only  reasonable  or  plausible  purpose  which  we 
can  conjecture  for  his  conduct,  is  as  grave  and  por- 
tentous as  the  two  former  have  been  ludicrous  and 
contemptible.  It  may  not  be  unknown  to  your  ex- 
cellency that  we  are  divided  here,  as  every  tree  peo- 
ple must  be,  into  parties,  each  struggling  to  main- 


tain its  own  opinions,  and  each,  doubtless,  for  the 
most  part,  equally  conscientious,  and  anxious  only 
for  the  good  of  our  common  country,  both  as  to  ter- 
ritorial affairs  and  general  politics. 

Governor  Reid  is  among  the  leaders  of  one  of 
these  parties,  and  has  manifested  in  all  his  acts, 
official  as  well  as  private,  a desire  to  promote  and 
sustain  his  party  by  every  means  in  his  power.  Al- 
though we  should  prefer  that  our  governor,  as  he  is 
sent  to  us  by  the  president  and  not  chosen  by  our- 
selves, should,  as  far  as  possible,  hold  himself  aloof 
from,  and  above  party  influence,  yet  we  shall  not 
complain,  so  long  as  it  does  not  lead  him  to  tran- 
scend his  powers,  or  urge  him  into  acts  of  oppres- 
sion. But  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  the  very 
first  attempt  at  organization  made  by  the  party  op- 
posed to  governor  Reid,  was  made  on  the  third  of 
August,  as  will  be  seen  by  a notice  of  a public 
meeting  herewith  enclosed,  and  that  same  evening, 
the  governor’s  expresses  were  sent  for  the  troops 
which  arrived  the  next  morning.  This  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  expresses  were  sent  to  the  coun- 
try at  the  same  time  calling  in  citizens  of  bis  party, 
(who,  we  are  happy  to  say  had  too  much  good 
sense  and  patriotism  to  come),  seem  to  establish  a 
connection  more  than  accidental  between  the  two 
occurrences,  and  to  stamp  that  connection  with  a 
political  character.  And  we  are  led  irresistably  to 
the  conclusion,  that  it  was  his  design  to  overawe  and 
put  down  by  a timely  exhibition  of  force  and  power, 
the  first  germs  ol  an  opposition  likely  to  be  formida- 
ble for  the  first  time,  because  for  the  first  time  or- 
ganized, with  the  hope  that  by  this  inteference  with 
peaceable  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights 
and  duties.  The  timid,  wavering  and  doubtful, 
might  be  deterred  from  opposing  his  measures,  and 
tliat  large  class  of  orderly  and  peaceable  men,  who 
prefer  to  endure  the  evils  of  almost  any  government 
to  the  anarchy,  confusion  and  bloodshed  ol  civil 
war,  might  remain  quiescent,  in  preference  to  join- 
ing or  establishing  any  party,  the  influence  of  which 
might, by  possibility  lead  to  disastrous  consequences. 

If  such  was  his  purpose,  we  submit  it  to  your  ex- 
cellency to  say  whether  it  was  becoming  in  a de- 
mocratic governor.  We  are  fully  satisfied  the  peo- 
ple of  no  state  in  the  union,  nor  of  the  United  States, 
would  tolerate  it  for  a moment  in  their  respective 
chief  magistrates.  We  have  no  power  and  can  only 
represent  our  grievances  to  the  consideration  of  the 
federal  executive.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  purpose  of  governor  Reid,  (for  as  yet  he  has  not 
thought  proper  to  explain),  we  are  left  to  conjecture, 
his  conduct  would  have  inevitably  led,  had  not  bet- 
ter counsels  prevailed  with  him  at  the  last  moment, 
to  most  fatal  results,  and  we  pray  Heaven  in  its 
mercy  to  avert  a similar  crisis  from  occurring  in  our 
country  again,  as  we  are  well  satisfied,  that  not  only 
the  sanctity  of  the  governor’s  person  would  be  in 
danger  of  being  violated  thereby,  but  the  lives  of 
valuable  citizens  be  putin  jeopardy.  In  conclusion, 
we  assure  your  excellency  that  our  citizens  generally 
entertain  no  personal  hostility  to  governor  Reid,  and 
if  confined  to  his  legitimate  powers,  his  political 
feelings  would  be  a matter  of  utter  indifference  to 
us,  as  that  of  such  a functional  could  possibly  be. 
We  heard,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  that  he 
wa3  selected  as  a civilian,  whose  duly  it  would  be 
to  be  peaceful  himself,  but  to  co-operate  with  the 
army.  As  far  as  the  enemy  is  concerned,  he  is  cer- 
tainly as  peaceful  as  could  be  desired,  but  his  civil 
knowledge  has  not  taught  him  respect  for  civil  rights. 

Towards  the  people  he  assumes  a belligerent  at- 
titude, employing  the  troops  in  parading  around  his 
house  and  through  the  streets,  to  the  terror  of  our 
peaceable  citizens,  misapplying  the  time  of  the  mi- 
litary, and  squandering  the  means  of  the  govern- 
ment, not  for  the  defence  of  the  citizens,  but  for  the 
purposes  of  misrule  and  oppression. 

We,  therefore,  submit  these  facts  to  your  excel- 
lency as  the  only  authority  which  he  recognizes, 
and  the  only  one  before  which  we  can  civilly  lay 
our  grievances.  We  respectfully  request  that  we 
may  be  informed,  in  such  manner  and  time  as  may 
suit  the  convenience  of  your  excellency,  whether 
the  conduct  of  governor  Reid  upon  this  occasion 
meets  with  the  censure  or  approbation  of  the  chief 
executive  magistrate  of  our  republic.  All  of  which 
is  repectfully,  submitted  by 

WM.  P.  DUVAL, 
WM.  WYATT, 

D.  F.  WILSON, 

T.  BEZEAU, 

A.  M.  GATLIN, 

L.  H.  BRYANT, 

W.  W.  TAYLOR, 
THOS.  BROWN, 

J.  B.  BULL, 

Committee  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Tallahasse. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  Globe  in  re- 
lation to  the  affair  of  which  we  gave  an  account  in 
the  last  Register  from  the  Tallehassee  Star. 
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We  have  received,  from  a gentlemen  of  Florida 
who  is  perfectly  familiar  with  the  transaction  which 
the  National  Intelligencer  proclaims  to  be  “ martial 
law  in  Florida,”  the  following  account  of  it. 

“In  the  Floridian  of  the  1st  of  August,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a meeting  of  a portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Leon  county,  in  Florida,  were  published.  One  ol 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  meeting  was  in  the 
following  words:  ‘Resolved  that  the  recent  union 
between  the  bank  party  of  this  territory  and  the  abo- 
litionists and  high  tariff  party  of  the  north  demands 
the  reprobation  of  this  people,  and  gives  renewed 
and  additional  ground  for  distrust  and  suspicion.’ 

“Much  resentment  was  expressed  by  the  bank 
party  at  the  charge  made  in  this  resolution;  and  on 
Monday,  the  3d,  great  excitement  prevailed  in  Tal- 
lahassee amongst  the  members  of  that  party.  On 
the  forenoon  of  that  day,  three  persons,  who  stated 
that  they  were  acting  as  a committee,  called  on  the 
editor  of  the  Floridian,  and  demanded  the  author  of 
the  resolution,  or  the  name  of  the  person  who  hand- 
ed them  in  for  publication.  The  editor  promised  a 
reply  in  the  afternoon,  but  was  too  much  indisposed 
in  the  afternoon  to  be  at  his  office.  During  the  day, 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  whig  paper,  the  excitement  in- 
creased, and,  as  it  appears  from  affidavits  in  posses- 
sion of  gov.  Read,  several  persons  belonging  to  the 
democratic  party  were  assailed  in  the  streets  with 
abusive  language,  and  a person  connected  with  the 
printing  office  was  threatened  with  a Bowie  knife. 

“After  dark  the  editor  of  the  Floridian  received 
information,  from  an  unquestionable  source,  that  a 
party  had  assembled,  to  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty 
persons,  who  were  preparing  to  tear  down  his  office; 
and  gentlemen  unconnected  with  the  excitement 
waited  on  him,  to  urge  him  to  make  some  commu- 
nication to  them,  to  divert  them  from  their  purpose. 
He  accordingly  sent  them  a message  promising  to 
give  a satisfactory  answer  at  9 o’clock  on  the  next 
morning  to  the  demand  for  the  author  of  the  resolu- 
tions— with  which  message  it  was  understood  that 
the  party  was  satisfied,  and  dispersed.  Governor 
Read  was  informed  at  the  same  time  of  the  threats 
of  violence  thus  made;  and  knowing,  from  the  oc- 
currences of  the  day,  that  there  was  a great  degree 
of  excitement  in  the  city,  and  that  there  was  too 
much  cause  to  fear  dipqrffer  and  bloodshed,  he  sent 
for  a small  company  of  volunteer  militia,  who  were 
quartered  a few  miles  from  the  city,  with  a view,  as 
he  states  in  his  letter,  to  preserve  the  peace  not  to 
break  it. 

“On  their  arrival  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  they 
were  stationed  near  the  governor’s  house,  which 
is  in  a retired  part  of  the  city,  and  ordered  to  molest 
no  one;  but  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  aid 
in  maintaining  good  order. 

“The  statementin  the  Star,  of  the  indignation  and 
excitement  which  this  measure  occasioned  amongst 
the  whigs,  is  in  the  main,  accurate.  The  drums 
were  beat,  and  the  most  hostile  threats  and  prepa- 
rations were  made,  and  a message  was  sent  to  the 
commander  of  the  volunteers  that  they  must  leave 
town  by  a certain  hour  or  they  would  be  driven  out 
by  force.  Several  committees  also  waited  on  the 
governor,  to  express  to  him  the  feelings  of  the  par- 
ty opposed  to  him;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
the  mayor  ol  the  city  made  an  official  communica- 
tion to  the  governor,  offering  to  aid  him  in  preserv- 
ing the  public  peace,  and  wilh  that  view  placing  at 
his  disposal  any  force  which  he  might  require.  Im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  the 
governor  dismissed  the  militia,  and  in  less  than  ten 
minutes,  they  were  on  their  return  to  their  station 
in  the  country,  having  remained  in  town  just  twen- 
ty-four hours,  during  that  time  having  never  lelt 
the  place  of  their  encampment  near  the  governor’s 
house.” 

“The  circumstances  attending  the  arrest  of  citi- 
zens mentioned  in  the  Star,  are  as  follows:  During 
the  night  that  the  troops  spent  in  town,  sentinels 
were  posted  according  to  their  invariable  custom, 
around  their  place  of  encampment,  which,  as  al- 
ready stated,  was  in  a secluded  spot.  During  the 
night  a small  party  of  persons,  attempting  to=pass 
the  line  of  sentinels,  were  stopped  and  detained  un- 
til the  sergeant  of  the  guard  was  sent  lor,  who  im- 
mediately dismissed  them.  No  attempt  was  made 
by  the  militia  to  go  into  the  city,  or  in  any  respect, 
save  in  the  instance  just  mentioned,  to  arrest  or  in 
any  way  interfere  with  any  citizen. 

“The  object  proposed  by  the  governor  of  prevent- 
ing violent  breaches  of  the  peace,  was  accomplished 
without  injury  to  any  one,  or  the  actual  employment 
of  any  force,  which  was  only  held  in  readiness  in 
case  its  interference  might  be  necessary.” 

AH  acquainted  with  the  present  state  of  things  at 
1 allahassee,  know  that  it  has  arisen  from  along 
nurtured  lend,  originating  with  a rotten  bank,  which 
is  striving  for  mastery  in  Florida.  We  have  under- 
stood that  there  were  the  most  shocking  circum- 
stances of  fraud  connected  with  the  legislation  in  its 


behalf,  and  it  is  certain,  from  this,  or  some  other 
cause,  it  is  greatly  impaired  in  credit.  Its  notes,  we 
are  told,  are  depreciated  to  about  fifty  cents  in  the 
dollar,  notwithstanding  the  bank  has  a powerful  par- 
ty, the  whole  body  of  whigery,  to  support  it.  This 
party  feud,  generated  by  the  bank  has  led  to  perso- 
nal feuds  of  the  most  mortal  kind. 

One  fatal  duel  with  rifles  has  been  the  conse- 
quence, followed  up  with  subsequent  shooting  and 
stabbing,  and  the  arming  of  combatants  on  both 
sides.  From  the  account  of  our  informant,  the  last 
outbreak,  it  will  be  seen,  grew  out  of  a resolution 
passed  by  a portion  of  the  democratic  party,  identi- 
fying the  bank  whigery  of  Florida  with  the  bank 
abolition  whigery  of  the  north.  If  co-operation 
in  support  of  a presidential  candidate  can  be  cha- 
racterized as  “union,”  the  resolution  of  a portion  of 
the  democracy  of  Florida  is  certainly  true  of  the 
mass  of  southern  whigery,  and  the  mass  of  north- 
ern abolitionits  and  high  tariffites.  But  whether  true 
or  false,  a meeting  of  freemen  had  a right  to  express 
their  opinions  freely.  This,  it  appears,  from  the 
course  of  the  bank  party  in  Florida,  they  were  re- 
solved should  not  be,  without  bringing  down  ven- 
geance on  the  head  of  the  editor,  who  published,  or 
of  the  individual  who  brought  the  resolution  of  the 
meeting  to  him.  Demand  was  made  of  the  editor  for 
the  name  of  the  writer  of  the  resolutions  which  were 
adopted  by  a public  meeting.  The  editor  declining  to 
comply,  the  persons  in  his  employment  were  threa 
tened  with  the  Bowie  knife,  and  the  determination  to 
pull  down  his  house  and  destroy  his  establishment  was 
the  next  summary  proceedings  resolved  upon.  From 
previous  acts  of  violence  on  the  part  of  persons  who 
were  in  concert  on  this  occasion,  the  apprehension 
that  all  they  threatened  would  be  attempted,  was 
well  warranted.  The  governor,  to  guard  against 
and  prevent  the  meditated  violence,  called  on  the 
militia  of  the  territory  under  his  command/  Whe- 
ther there  was  authority  to  do  this  depends  upon  the 
facts  of  the  case,  as  made  out  to  the  chief  magistrate 
and  peace  officer  of  the  territory.  If  the  combina- 
tion of  armed  men  did  intend  to  demolish  the  house 
and  to  destroy  the  press  of  the  editor  of  the  Flori- 
donian — if  hrs  fears  were  just,  as  to  designs  against 
his  own  and  the  persons  of  those  employed  in  his 
office — then,  as  a peace  officer,  the  governor  was 
authorised  to  call  on  the  militia,  or  any  other  posse 
he  could  raise,  to  arrest  the  mischief.  For  his  con- 
duct he  is  amenable  to  the  people  and  the  territorial 
legislature,  to  congress,  as  well  as  the  president. — 
His  acts  and  the  grounds  he  supposed  authorised 
them,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  be  thoroughly  scruti- 
nized, and  if  he  has  erred,  he  will  be  held  to  the 
strictest  accountability. 

Ex  governor  Call’s  remarks.  The  part  of  the 
speech  made  at  Central  Log  Cabin,  Broadway,  New 
York,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  inst.  by  ex-go- 
vernor  Call,  of  Florida,  which  relates  to  the  unfor- 
tunate war  by  which  that  territory  is  suffering,  be- 
longs to  the  history  of  the  times.  It  is  extracted, 
from  the  “note  book”  of  Mr.  Sutton,  short  hand  wri- 
ter. 

Fellow  citizens,  I feel  I have  trespassed  too  long 
on  your  time.  (No,  no,  go  on). — Well,  then,  if 
you  are  not  fatigued  I will  go  on,  for  there  are  so 
many  enormities  to  be  criticised,  that  we  might 
speak  until  the  last  trump  sounded,  before  we  could 
exhaust  the  catalogue  before  us. 

Fellow  citizens,  I told  you  I was  a stranger  here, 
though  an  American  citizen.  I come  from  Florida, 
land  which  was  once  said  to  be  the  land  of  flowers, 
and  hence  its  name.  Yes,  my  countrymen,  it  was 
from  those  ever  green  fields,  those  heavenly  plains, 

I came,  which,  when  I first  visited  that  happy  land, 
were  bedecked  with  the  most  lovely  flowers  that 
ever  beautified  a country,  and  I consider  it  well 
named  as  the  land  of  flowers.  It  was  the  land  of 
peace — it  was  the  land  of  prosperity;  but  it  has 
been  blighted,  and  the  same  breeze  which  swept 
oVer  Florida,  which  blighted  our  flowers,  has  blight- 
ed the  flowers  of  New  York;  the  same  pointed  tree 
of  Java,  which  cast  its  pestiferious  blast  over  that 
land,  has  poisoned  all  the  sources  of  yourown  state. 
Stranger  though  I may  have  been  to  you,  I am  no 
stranger  to  your  sufferings.  I too  have  suffered:  I 
have  suffered  what  you  have  suffered;  yea,  ten 
times  more  than  you  have  suffered.  The  flowers 
are  not  only  blighted  in  that  land  to  which  this  sig- 
nificant title  was  given— the  flowers  are  not  only 
withered,  but  now,  instead  of  a land  of  flowers,  it 
is  a land  of  carnage  and  desolation.  And  why  did 
this  occur?  A small  band  of  savages,  not  one  tithe 
of  those  minions  who  are  feeding  on  the  public 
purse — not  one  tithe  of  those  who  are  exhausting 
the  resources  of  the  treasury  of  this  nation,  has 
marched  in  triumph  over  these  peaceful  plains,  and 
has  covered  that  once  beautiful  land  with  scenes  of 
ruin;  and  all  this  has  been  done  under  the  administra- 
tion ofMr.  Martin  Van  Buren.  Yes,  I come  from  that 
land  which  has  been  made  desolate  under  his  ad- 


ministration— from  a land  of  graves,  and  of  ruin,  and 
of  carnage;  and  could  it  be  expected  that  I should 
fall  down  and  worship  the  man  who  has  prostrated 
my  country — and  sustain  the  man  who  has  allowed 
the  savage  to  triumph  over  the  civilized  man  with- 
out extending  the  hand  to  assist  us,  which  we  re- 
quired. No,  I never  could:  I should  be  recreant  to 
inyself,  and  a traitor  to  Florida,  if  I did  so,  when 
I saw  him  turn  a deaf  ear  to  our  supplications. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  always  a delicate  and  an  unplea- 
sant task  to  speak  of  ones  self,  and  if  I mention 
myself  at  all,  it  is  because  some  remarks  which 
seem  to  require  that  I should  do  so,  have  appeared 
in  one  of  the  papers  of  your  city.  True,  it  was  the 
language  of  kindness — I knew  it  was  well  meant 
and  kindly  conceived.  1 was  asked  to  tell  why  I 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  governor  of  that 
territory;  and  if  I speak  of  it,  therefore,  I speak  of 
it  not  in  anger  or  regret,  but  because  I have  been 
asked  to  do  so.  (A  voice  in  the  crowd — “yes,  tell 
us  all  about  it.”)  I would  to  God  1 could,  but  1 
cannot— I would  tell  you  if  I could.  (Laughter).  I 
don’t  like  to  hazzard  any  thing,  but  I will  tell  you 
all  I believe  about  it,  and  I will  send  to  the  editor 
of  that  paper,  who  I know  means  me  kindly,  a copy 
of  a memorial  which  I sent  to  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  on  that  subject,  and  in  which  I invoked 
that  power  to  tell  me  why  it  was.  I did  not  believe 
they  would  ever  tell;  but  I did  not  wish  the  world 
to  believe  thatl  was  turned  out  for  any  dishonorable 
act,  aud  therefore  I invoked  congress  to  tell.  I was 
not  afraid  of  an  investigation,  but  they  gave  no  re- 
sponse. But  if  I must  speak  of  that  matter— of  a 
matter  which  I believe  is  reproachful  to  my  coun- 
try: or  rather  not  to  my  country,  but  to  those  who 
administered  the  government  of  that  country,  I 
must  say  that  I believe  that  such  a system  of  mis- 
rule, and  mismanagement,  and  prodigality,  and 
shameful  expenditure,  was  never  exhibited  at  any 
time  in  any  country.  I believe  it  is  unequalled  in 
the  history  of  warfare.  I have  not  those  matters 
before  me  in  detail,  yet  though  they  have  ex- 
pended millions  on  millions  in  what  they  said  was 
the  conducting  of  the  Florida  war,  the  frontier  was 
left  at  the  mercy  of  the  savage;  and  when  I asked 
the  secretary  of  war  to  give  me  the  means  to  defend 
those  that  looked  to  me  for  defence,  and  to  save  help- 
less women  and  children  from  the  scalping  knife  of 
the  savage,  he  refused  to  give  me  any,  and  I was 
compelled  to  rely  upon  my  own  resources — yes,  on 
the  pledge  of  my  own  fortune— to  raise  money  to 
defend  that  frontier,  while  your  government  had 
been  expending  millions.  For  two  years  had  I 
tood  in  that  position,  defending  the  frontier  with 
my  own  resources.  And  when  I asked  the  govern- 
ment for  that  pay  which  the  soldiers  had  fully  earn- 
ed while  gallantly  defending  the  country,  it  was 
refused,  and  the  soldiers  then  became  dissatisfied. 
And  while  in  this  position,  the  enemy  advanced 
within  twenty  miles  of  the  capital,  and  in  one  nio-ht 
reeked  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  men,  women  and 
children,  and  consumed  their  yet  living  bodies  in 
the  flames  of  their  own  dwellings!  In  that  emer- 
gency, I called  the  citizens  again  together,  and  they 
required  from  me  a pledge  that  their  pay  would  be 
secure,  and  I secured  it  by  a pledge  of  my  own 
estate,  and  thus  I raised  money  to  defend  my  coun- 
try. (Great  applause).  I did  this;  I tell  you  I did 
it;  I told  the  secretary  of  war  I did  it;  and  I told 
the  president  of  the  United  States  I did  it;  yes,  and 
when  the  soldiers  insisted  on  their  pay,  I went  far- 
ther—I raised  $ 10.000  at  my  own  charge.  I bor- 
rowed it.  I went  on  that  credit  system  which  is  so 
much  condemned.  I resorted  to  the  credit  system 
to  defend  the  country!  I got  the  money,  I saved  the 
country,  and  then  in  their  shame  and  repentance 
they  said  to  the  paymaster,  “you  may  draw  on  us 
for  the  sum  he  has  paid.”  Yes,  at  length  they  did 
this,  but  it  was  after  I had  restored  to  all  these  means 
to  defend  the  country,  that  they  did  it.  Yes,  and  I 
can  tell  you  of  family  alter  family  that  was  murder- 
ed, because  I could  not  get  that  bread  for  the  sol- 
diers which  wa3  mouldering  in  their  store  houses 
when  a few  ounces  of  it  would  have  given  satisfac- 
tion and  security.  I have  thrown  it  in  their  teeth- 
I have  complained  of  it  as  a damning  sin;  I have 
spoken  of  it  as  an  American  citizen  should  speak 
when  he  felt  that  he  was  wronged  and  outraged 
(Applause).  ° 

Fellow  citizens,  you  all  remember  that  a truce 
was  established  with  those  Indians.  The  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  U.  States  army  went  to  Florida 
to  make  peace.  He  held  “a  talk”  with  the  Indians 
and  then  he  issued  a proclamation,  telling  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  that  he  had  made  peace  with  the 
Seminoles.  But  the  ink  was  scarcely  dry,  before 
the  savages  W'ere  again  reeking  their  vengeance  on 
the  unsuspecting  settler — their  houses  were  attack- 
ed, their  families  were  murdered,  and  their  habita- 
tions were  consumed  over  their  heads.  Numerous 
instances  occurred  even  while  the  truce  was  said 
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to  exist  between  the  civilized  and  savage  man.  I 
was  not  aware  that  the  president  could  . be  sensible 
of  these  outrages,  and  yet  refuse  to  give  us  the  ne- 
cessary support.  I would  not  believe  that  he  would 
elevate  to  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  or 
navy,  a man  with  no  power  to  make  him  responsi- 
ble lor  its  violated  honor  and  the  lives  of  our  citi- 
zens. I did  not  believe  be  would  turn  a deaf  ear 
to  our  representations,  if  they  were  just  and  hono- 
able;  and  that  he  might  be  informed,  I selected  five 
of  the  most  talented  and  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Florida,  and  I sent  them  to  the  capitol  to  speak  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  of  the  ravages 
and  outrages  to  which  we  were  subject.  Yes,  and 
I instructed  that  committee  to  use  to  the  president 
this  language,  “it  is  necessary  that  the  governor  of 
Florida,  be  he  whom  he  may,  should  have  power 
to  defend  this  frontier.  It  is  not  necessary  that  go- 
vernor Call  should  be  the  governor;  but  whoever 
the  governor  may  be  he  should  have  that  power.” 

If  that  power  could  not  be  granted  to  me,  I directed 
them  to  demand  my  recall,  and  the  appointment  of 
one  in  whom  he  had  more  confidence,  for  the  set- 
tlers of  the  country  could  not  be  safe  until  that 
power  was  giveu.  My  friends-  proceeded  to  the 
capitol,  and  they  went  to , that  office  where  they 
should  have  found  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  the  secretary  of  war;  but  instead  of  finding 
them  engaged  in  planning  a campaign  against  those 
savages  who  had  violated  the  truce  and  massacred 
our  people — instead  of  finding  them  at  the  capitol 
mustering  their  forces  to  redress  our  wrongs,  where 
were  they?  Why,  making  a crusade  on  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  against  the  political  opinions  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  They  considered  a cam- 
paign against  the  wliigs  of  New  York  a matter  ol 
more  importance  than  against  the  hostile  Seminoles 
of  Florida.  One  was  local;  but  they  had  not  felt 
the  blast  in  Florida,  they  had  not  felt  the  alarm  of 
war  there.  But  they  felt  and  dreaded  the  weight 
of  the  whigs  of  New  York  at  the  ballot  box,  and 
here  then  they  waged  war.  And  here  then  my 
friends  followed  them,  but  they  were  too  busy  to 
listen  to  my  friends,  and  an  appointment  was  made 
at  Whitehall.  My  friends  went  to  Whitehall,  and 
there'the  president  did  not  like  to  be  interrupted! 
but  he  said  he  would  see  them  at  Plattsburgh,  and 
there  too  they  went,  and  wherever  the  president  told 
them  to  go.  They  were  charged  to  tell  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  that  I had  five  thousand 
men  ready  to  march  at  midsummer  to  chastise  the 
foe,  and  that  all  I wanted  was  bread.  Yes,  in  five 
days  I could  have  them  in  camp,  wherever  it  might 
be.  The  president  referred  to  Mr.  Pointsett.  A 
very  convenient  man  is  this  Mr.  Pointsett — (laugh- 
ter), and  he  was  not  willing  to  trust  the  governor 
of  Florida  with  the  tremendous  force  of  5,000  mili- 
tiamen; but  he  could  recommend  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  200,000  soldiers,  and  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  could  not  too  highly 
approve  of  it.  (Laughter). 

But  when  he  found  he  had  rather  got  into  the 
wrong  box,  he  said,  “why,  verily  gentlemen,  I bad 
not  read  it.”  [Renewed  laughter].  But  I make 
you  laugh  gentlemen,  in  the  midst  of  a tragical  tale. 
My  friends  were  instructed  to  state  our  suffering 
condition,  and  implore  protection^ — to  demand  either 
that  power  should  be  given  to  me  to  defend  the  land, 
or  that  I Should  be  removed  and  somebody  else  ap- 
pointed, in  whom  they  had  more  confidence.  But 
no;  that  was  not  a negative  act,  it  was  rather  more 
of  action  than  Mr.  Van  Buren  generally  resorts  to. 
No,  paying  me  a compliment  which  I will  not  here 
repeat,  he  said,  “I  will  not  remove  him.”  When 
I found  he  would  not  remove  me,  I resorted  to  the 
territory  once  more,  ^rffi  raised  troops  on  her  and 
my  own  responsibility;  and  I broke  up  the  enemy’s 
encampment,  which  was  within  ten  miles  of  our 
militiary  posts.  When  I say  what  I have  said,  I 
mean  to  cast  no  reflection  on  our  gallant  army.  No, 
there  is  as  much  gallantry,  as  much  patriotism,  in 
the  army  now,  as  there  was  in  the  glorious  days  of 
the  revolution — as  much  courage  and  as  much  high 
chivalry  as  there  was  on  the  plains  of  New'  Orleans, 
and  on  the  memorable  battle  fields  of  Bridgewater 
and  Chippewa.  The  same  gallant  men  and  noble 
hearts,  are  now  to  be  found  in  your  army.  But  their 
energies  are  paralysed.  The  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  made  a secretary  of  war  who  recom- 
mended the  raising  of  200,000  men  as  a standing 
army,  and  stands  between  the  president  and  the  re- 
proaches of  the  people  of  the  United  States — a man 
who  fetters  the  energies  of  the  army,  and  so  long 
as  Martin  Van  Buren  is  president  so  long  will  Joel 
R.  Poinsett  be  secretary  of  war,  and  so  long  as 
those  two  worthies  direct  the  army  I care  not  how 
brave  and  patriotic  your  soldiers  may' be,  nothing 
but  disgrace  and  dishonor  will  attend  it.  They 
have  not  the  capacity  to  conquer  even  that  feeble 
band  of  savages! — I say  it  here,  in  the  presence  ol 
my  countrymen — ol  those  who  have  their  delibe- 


rate judgment  on  the  matter,  and  if  they  found  me 
wrong  let  them  condemn  me  as  one  having  done 
them  injustice.  But  I am  not  wrong,  then  I call 
upon  them  to  rally  under  William  Henry  Harrison, 
(hearty  applause),  I call  upon  them  to  sustain  the 
hero  of  Tippecanoe,  and  redeem  their  country’s  dis- 
grace and  dishonor.  (Renewed  applause).  No, 
my  countrymen,  your  Scott,  your  Jesup,  your 
Taylor,  and  I may  say  almost  any  of  your  officers 
would  conquer  that  enemy  if  government  gave  them 
the  direction  of  the  war.  I myself  called  upon  co- 
lonel Jesup,  and  urged  him  to  take  the  field;  that 
gallant  soldier  said  to  me,  “I  knew  I should  be  in 
the  field  earlier,  but  I am  commanded  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  be  in  the  field  at  such  a time  and  not 
before.”  Some  of  your  officers,  I have  known  since 
I was  a subaltern  in  the  camp.  I know  them  to  be 
brave  and  gallant  soldiers.  Some  I have  mentioned 
— your  Jesup,  your  Taylor,  your  Scott,  and  others 
I could  name.  But  your  brave  army  qveri  under 
the  command  of  this  gallant  band,  will  entitle  the 
nation  to  nothing  but  disgrace  so  long  as  they 
are  governed  by  the  present  head  of  the  war  depart- 
ment! 
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THE  STANDING  ARMY  OF  200,000  MEN! 

From  the  Madisonian. 

Important  correspondence.  We  call  the  particular 
attention  of  our  readers  to  the  subjoined  correspon- 
dence between  Messrs.  Rice  Garland  and  John  C. 
Clark  on  the  one  part,  and  the  president  of  the  United 
States  on  the  other.  It  relates  to  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  ever  arose  in  any  age  or 
country,  and  which,  we  rejoice  to  add,  the  public 
mind  has  grasped  and  decided  already,  by  express- 
ing against  the  policy  of  the  government  its  indig- 
nant condemnation.  The  letter  Of  president  Van 
Buren  to  certain  citizens  of  Elizabeth  City  county, 
Virginia,  (which  has  been  going  the  rounds  of  the 
federal  loco-foco  press),  contains  the  following  pas- 
sage at  the  close: 

“Unfair  as  these  animadversions  are  thus  shown 
to  be,  this  has  not  even  been  the  worst  aspect  in 
which  they  have  been  presented.  We  have  been 
compelled  to  see,  not,  I should  think,  without 
shame  and  mortification  on  the  part  of  every  ingeni- 
ous mind,  whatever  may  be  his  political  preferences, 
the  names  of  respectable  citizens  subscribed  to 
statements,  that  I had  in  my  annual  message  ex- 
pressed my  approbation  of  a plan,  which  not  only 
never  had  been  submitted  to  me,  but  was  not  even 
matured  until  more  than  three  months  after  the 
message  was  sent  to  congress:  .and  an  attempt  to 
prove  the  unfounded  assumption  by  the  publication 
of  a garbled  extract  from  that  document,  with  its 
true  meaning  falsified  by  the  suppression  of  a mate- 
rial part.  Nor  was  the  avowed  object  of  these  ex- 
traordinary proceedings  less  remarkable  than  the 
acts  themselves,  being  nothing  less  than  an  attempt 
to  fix  upon  me  the  design  of  establishing  a standing 
army  of  200,000  men,  for  political  and  personal  pur” 
poses.  If  I had  been  charged  with  the  design  of  es- 
tablishing among  you,  at  the  public  expense,  a me- 
nagerie of  two  hundred  thousand  wild  beasts,  it 
would  not  have  surprised  me  more,  nor  would  it,  in 
my  judgment,  have  been  one  jot  more  preposterous. 

I am,  fortunately,  gentlemen,  not  over-sensitive 
to  attacks  of  this  character,  and  have,  withal,  an 
abiding  confidence  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people, 
which  renders  them  proof  against  all  such  attempts 
to  deceive  them.  Ifl  understand  my  own  feelings, 
my  chief  regret  in  witnessing  such  degrading  exhi- 
bitions, arises  from  a consideration  of  the  opinion, 
which  foreigners,  who  have  not  the  same  reasons 
to  respect  our  political  institutions  that  we  have,  are 
likely  to  form  of  the  character  of  our  people,  when 
they  see  that  conspicuous  men  among  us  can  pro- 
mise themselves  any  advantages,  from  attempts  to 
delude  their  fellow  citizens,  by  means  of  such  mon- 
strous absurdities.  This  regret  is,  however,  I con- 
fess, materially  diminished,  by  the  conviction  that 
the  people  will,  in  the  sequel,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore done,  convince  those  who  attempt  in  this  man- 
ner to  operate  upon  their  credulity,  of  the  folly  of 
seeking  to  accomplish,  in  this  country, political  ob- 
jects by  such  discreditable  means.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  John  B.  Cary,  A.  G.  Hudgins,  Thomas 

Jones  and  G.  A.  Cary,  of  Elizabeth  City  county, 

Virginia.” 

This  passage  was  received  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary delight  by  the  trained  bands  of  the  executive. 
The  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer  pronounced 
it  “perfectly  new  and  satisfactory,”  and  hugged 
himself  on  the  flattering  idea  that  “the  standing 
army  of  200,000  men  will  scarcely  enter  the  field  of 
electioneering  again.” 

It  was  very  generally  inferred  that  the  president 
intended  to  allude  particularly  in  the  remarks  above 


quoted,  to  a pamphlet  published  in  this  city  bearing 
this  caption— “Plan  of  the  standing  army  of  200,000 
men,  submitted  to  congress  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  recommended  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,”  which  pamphlet  contained  the  following 
letter  as  an  introduction: 

TO  OUR  FELLOW  CITIZENS. 

Washington,  May  26,  1S40. 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  editors  of  some 
newspapers,  who  advocate  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  the  presidency,  have  refused  to  pub- 
lish the  lecommendation  and  projet  of  the  secretary 
of  war  for  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  with  the  approval  of 
the  president.  Being  also  informed  that  the  au- 
thenticity of  those  portions  of  the  message  of  the 
president  and  the  reports  of  the  secretary  of  war 
submitted  to  congress  have  been  frequently  denied, 
when  published  in  the  newspapers,  we  have,  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  all  doubts,  procured  duly 
certified  copies  of  that  portion  of  the  message,  and 
all  the  reports  of  the  secretary  of  war  submitted, 
at  the  present  session  of  congress,  that  relate  to  the 
subject,  which  we  present  for  your  consideration. 

R.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana, 

JNO.  BELL,  of  Tenn. 

M.  H.  GRINNELL,  of  N.  Y. 

JNO.  M.  BOTTS,  of  Va. 

TRUMAN  SMITH,  of  Con. 

CHARLES  NAYLOR,  of  Penn. 

L.  SALTONSTALL,  of  Mass. 

J.  C.  CLARK,  of  N.  Y. 

Messrs.  Garland  and  Clark  lost  no  time  in  taking 
the  proper  steps  to  ascertain  whether  the  highest  of- 
ficer of  the  government  intended  to  apply  the  re- 
marks above  mentioned  to  the  publicationthey  and 
their  colleagues  on  the  committee  had  put  forth. 
They  accordingly  addressed  to  the  president  the 
following  letter: 

Washington  city,  Avgust  13 th,  1840. 
Sir:  The  Globe  of  the  10th  inst.  has  been  shewn 
to  us’,  and  our  attention  directed  to  a portion  of  a 
letter  published  in  it,  purporting  to  be  written  by 
you,  dated  the  31st  July,  1840,  addressed  to  several 
persons  in  Elizabeth  City  county,  Va.  The  part  of 
the  letter  to  which  we  wish  to  call  your  attention  is 
contained  in  the  slip  ncrtV^nclosed,  cut  from  the 
newspaper.  We  submit Tf  to  you  in  this  manner, 
as  we  wish  you  to  see  the  letter  as  published. 

We  desire  to  be  informed  if  the  language  used  in 
the  slip,  or  extract,  from  the  Globe,  is  yours,  and 
also  to  be  informed  if  the  pamphlet  published  in 
this  city  on  the  26th  of  May,  1840,  by  ourselves 
and  others,  entitled  “Plan  of  the  standing  army  of 
200,000  men,”  &c.  &c.  a copy  of  which  we  enclose, 
is  one  of  the  statements  to  which  you  allude.  We 
request’ a reply  as  soon  as  convenient.  Very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servants, 

R.  GARLAND; 

J.  C.  CLARK. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Washington. 

The  president  returned  the  following  reply: 
Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  note  of  the 
13th  instant.  When  my  letter  of  the  21st  of  July — 
an  extract  of  which  you  have  enclosed  to  me — was 
written,  I had  not  seen  the  phamphlet  to  which  you 
have  called  my  attention,  and,  of  course,  could  not 
have  alluded  to  it. 

On  an  examination  of  that  pamphlet  I find  its 
caption  to  be  in  these  words:  “Plan  of  the  standing 
army  of  200,000  men,  submitted  to  congress  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  and  recommended  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;”  and  in  the  note  of  th# 
27th  (26th)  of  May  last,  signed  by  yourself  and 
others,  you  spoke  of  “the  recommendations  aryl  pro- 
ject of  the  secretary  of  war  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  with  the  approval 
of  the  president.”  I also  find  that  the  extract  from 
my  message  of  the  2d  of  December,  1839,  in  which 
the  project  of  the  secretary  for  a reorganization  of 
the  militia  contained  in  h is  report  of  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1839,  is  recommended  to  the  “considera- 
tion” of  congress,  is  correctly  taken.  Inasmuch  as 
the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war,  giving  the  details 
of  his  plan,  contained  in  your  pamphlet,  and  occu- 
pying thirteen  of  its  sixteen  pages,  is  dated  March 
20,  1840,  several  months  after  my  message,  quoted 
by  you,  was  sent  to  congress,  the  intelligent  and 
discriminating  reader  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that 
the  caption  and  introductory  note  cannot  be  under- 
stood as  charging  me  with  having  recommended  or 
approved  the  contents  of  that  paper.  Whether  the 
caption  of  your  pamphlet,  so  far  as  it  implies  that 
the  secretary  of  war  has  proposed,  oi  that  I haye 
“recommended”  a standing  army  of  200,000  men, 
does  injustice  to  him  and  myself,  the  public  will 
decide.  Yours,  respectfully, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  the  hon.  Rice  Garland  and  John  C.  Clark. 
Washington,  August  15,  1840. 
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RECEPTION  OF  COLONEL  JOHNSON  AT  COLUMBUS. 

From  the  Ohio  Statesman,  August  12. 

Great  and  overwhelming  meeting  of  the  people.  The 
rush  of  the  yeomanry  of  Franklin  and  the  adjoining 
counties  on  Saturday  last,  (for  we  can  call  it  nothing 
but  a rush.)  to  meet  and  hear  the  old  soldier,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  to  bid  him  welcome  among  us — and 
also  to  meet  and  warmly  greet  our  talented  buckeye 
governor,  Wilson  Shannon,  and  the  great  orator  and 
revered  and  distinguished  senator,  Allen,  the  young, 
gifted  and  able  statesman  of  the  west — was  one  of 
the  most  cheering  gatherings  of  a free  people,  and 
the  most  rapturous  and  enthusiastic  assemblage  of 
the  unshaken  democracy  of  the  centre  of  Ohio,  ever 
convened  here;  and  tully  equal  to  any  popular  burst 
of  the  public  feeling  we  ever  witnessed  in  any  part 
of  the  union. 

In  the  ecstacy  of  our  feeiings,  we  were  lead  to 
exclaim,  whatan  evidencp.of  the  popular  will — what 
a rebuke  to  the  maligpant  spirit  of  opposition,  now 
pervading  the  country,  have  we  here. 

The  distinguished  guests  were  escorted  into  the 
city  by  the  thousands  of  freemen,  on  horseback,  on 
foot  and  in  carriages,  composed  of  the  laboring  in- 
terests of  the  country  around  us^  who  met  colonel 
Johnson,  the  governor  and  senator  Allen,  at  Stew- 
art’s grove,  about  a mile  from  the  city,  on  the  Chil- 
licothe  road.  The  procession  was  between  one  and 
two  miles  in  length.  The  military  of  the  city,  the 
1st  and  2d  companies  of  German  artillerists,  made 
a fine  display,  and  the  juvenile  little  band  of  City 
Lancers,  who  appeared  on  the  occasion,  elicited 
high  encomiums  liom  all  quarters. 

'"The  people,  that  is  the  republican  portion  gf. 
them,  all  turned  out  on  the  occasion.  The  proces- 
sion was  placed  under  the  direction  of  major  San- 
derson, marshal  ol  the  day,  whose  fine  appearance 
and  great  military  skill,  are  so  well  known  and 
appreciated  in  this  country.  Arrived  at  the  Ame- 
rican hotel,  opposite  the  state  house,  the  military 
came  to  order  in  open  line,  through  which  colonel 
Johnson,  gov.  Shannon  and  col.  Allen,  assisted  by- 
auditor  Brough  and  major  Morgan,  approached  the 
front  steps  of  the  hotel,  where  the  real  hero  of  the 
Thames  was  received  on  the  occasion  by  J.  A.  Bry- 
an, esq.  of  this  city,  who  addressed  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing beautiful  and  feeling  manner: 

Col.  R.  M.  Johnson:  We  bid  you  welcome  to  our 
town  and  county — to  the  capital  of  a state,  whose 
suffering  frontier  you  have  defended,  and  whose 
people  your  patriot  arm  has  shielded  in  the  hour  of 
peril.  It  is  a welcome  that  flows  warmly  from  the 
hearts  of  the  thousands  of  freemen  who  now  sur- 
round you — a welcome  that  mocks  no  empty  pa- 
geantry here,  but  one  that  attests  the  best  feelings 
of  our  nature  for  the  sacrifice  of  a patriot  and  phi- 
lanthropist, whose  deeds  of  valor  will  ever  stand  a 
halcyon  light  upon  the  bright  page  of  our  country’s 
bistory. 

You  have  lived  down  the  malice  of  the  envious 
few  who  once  wantonly  assailed  you,  and  the  ran- 
corous spirit  of  political  envy  that  sought  to  rob 
you  of  the  glory  of  a triumph  whose  brilliancy  would 
have  given  lustre  to  the  brightest  laurel  that  ever 
gleamed  upon  the  conqueror’s  helmet  in  any  age  of 
the  world,  has  been  exchanged  for  a nobler  inspira- 
tion, the  spontaneous  burst  of  a nation’s  gratitude. 

From  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  amid 
the  contending  elements  of  that  fierce  political  strife 
now  raging  through  the  land — while  the  popular 
excitement  is  found  at  the  very  zenith  of  its  fury, 
and  the  spirit  of  party  madness  has  blunted  the  na- 
tural impulses  of  thousands,  it  is  our  pride  as  Ame- 
rican freemen,  to  reflect  that  you  have  been  greeted 
every  where  as  the  nation's  guest,  the  man  whom 
the  nation  delights  to  honor.  If  that  fell  spirit  of 
party  rivalry  can  be  thus  quelled  by  a just  sense  of 
your  merits  and  worth — if  the  bitter  feeling  of  poli- 
tical opposition  is  thus  easily  disarmed  of  its  dispo- 
sition to  undervalue  the  services  you  have  rendered 
the  cause  of  liberty — if  your  deeds  of  war  in  the 
field  of  blood  can  thus  stifle  the  venomous  spirit  of 
your  political  opponents,  and  induce  them  to  offer 
compliments  where  once  were  curses — if  those  to 
whose  political  creed  and  principles  your  whole  life 
has  been  so  directly  and  distinctly  opposed,  thus 
throw  down  their  arms  to  offer  you  the  cheering 
smile  of  welcome  among  them — how  much  more 
ardent,  devoted  and  enthusiastic,  should  the  greet- 
ings of  that  party  and  of  those  friends  be,  in  the  free 
outpouring  of  their  confidence  and  regard,  in  whose 
ranks  and  by  whose  side  you  have  stood,  as  an  old 
scar-worn  veteran  in  the  great  political  struggles  of 
the  last  forty  years. 

Welcome,  then,  sir,  to  the  scenes  of  your  early 
suffering — [o  the  hospitalities  of  a peopie  who  will 
ever  cherish  the  memory  of  your  toils  and  your  dan- 
gers upon  that  tented  field  whence  were  borne  the 
numerous  wounds  you  received  from  the  fire  of  the 
ambushed  foe. 


Standing  now  within  sight  of  the  very  ground, 
upon  yonder  bank  of  the  Scioto,  where  you  once 
languished  from  the  w ounds  you  received  in  the  last 
great  contest  for  freedom — in  that  almost  fatal  hour 
when  the  angel  of  death,  with  threatenings  in  his 
quiver,  hovered  around  your  head,  but  when,  for 
some  great  end,  you  were  left  to  rise  to  the  first 
honors  of  your  grateful  country,  to  unite  the  quali- 
ties of  the  statesman  with  the  prowess  of  the  soldier — 
we  can  truly,  sir,  offer  you  the  salutations  due  to 
your  exalted  worth — that  ardent,  that  warm  hearted 
welcome  to  which  all  around  us  must  respond — a 
welcome  to  the  homes  and  the  firesides  of  those  you 
defended — to  the  friendly  congratulations  of  those 
who  know  how  to  appreciate  your  services,  and 
how  to  honor  one  of  their  country’s  greatest  deli- 
verers, and  most  deserving  benefactors. 

To  which  colonel  Johnson  thus  happily  re- 
sponded: 


For  this  kind  reception,  this  generous  expression 
of  the  confidence  and  favor  of  the  people  in  this  de- 
lightful region,  I feel  indeed  truly  grateful.  I am 
quite  happy  sir,  thus  to  meet  my  friends  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  take  those  by  the  hand  with  whom  I have 
so  longstood  connected  in  the  kindestof  friendships, 
arid  the  most  close  and  endearing  associations.  1 
am  no  stranger  to  this  ground — I was  on  this  soil 
before  a single  house  or  hamlet  adorned  your  beau- 
tiful city.  You  know  full  well  sir,  upon  what  er- 
rand I was  then  employed,  in  what  service  I was 
engaged.  It  was  an  hour  when  deep  disaster  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  land — when  the  desolations 
of  war  were  preying  with  unsparing  hand  upon  the 
defenceless  frontiers  of  Ohio.  It  was  when  the  wild 
savage  of  the  wilderness  had  come  from  his  ambush 
to  burn  your  towns  and  butcher  your  people.  I did 
no  more  then  sir,  than  my  duty  demanded  in  com- 
ing to  the  rescue,  and  doing  what  my  feeble  arm 
would  allow  me  to  do  in  defence  of  such  a people. 
They  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  government  for  pro- 
tection. I was  then  a member  of  congress,  and  hav- 
ing voted  for  the  war,  and  been  among  the  most 
zealous  and  ardent  in  urging  an  immediate  redress 
of  the  insults  and  injuries  to  which  we  had  too  long 
submitted,  I felt  that  duty  called  me  to  my  country’s 
standard.  I could  not  stand  indifferent  to  the  dan- 
gers and  hazards  to  which  so  many  of  our  innocent 
countrymen  were  then  exposed.  I lived  then,  as  I 
do  now,  nearly  upon  the  borders  of  your  own  slate, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  within  the  sound 
of  your  cries  for  help.  The  sufferings  and  dangers 
of  Ohio  were  felt  to  be  those  of  my  own  native  Ken 
tucky — and  if  I ever,  in  any  manner,  or  by  any 
hardships  or  trials,  have  been  the  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  a kind  Providence  in  protecting  and  de- 
fending any  of  my  old,  ancient  friends  in  this  now 
great  and  flourishing  state  of  the  west — if  any  of  my 
then  companions  in  arms  are  now  present,  or  the 
sons  or  descendants  of  those  dear  associates  of  my 
early  toils  are  here  this  day,  to  them  one  and  all,  I 
say  if  I have  ever  done  any  thing  for  them,  or  for 
their  dear  families  or  kindred,  either  in  war  or  in 
peace,  any  where  or  upon  any  occasion,  let  them 
place  it  entirely  to  the  calls  of  duty  in  the  service 
of  my  dearly  beloved  country,  for  w hich  I make  no 
claim  but  that  which  your  generous  reception  this 
day  has  most  amply  repaid.  My  compensation,  sir, 
for  any  sacrifices  endured  for  a people  whom  I so 
sincerely  regard  and  love,  a people  who  are  all  of 
them  as  I trust,  my  personal,  if  not  my  political 
friends',  is  to  be  found  in  the  conscientious  feeling 
of  having  done  my  duty,  and  no  more  than  my  duty, 
to  my  suffering,  bleeding  country. 

Your  brave  Ohio  militia  (and,  surely,  no  country 
in  the  world  could  ever  boast  a more  patriotic  or  in- 
vincible band  of  soldiers  than  Ohio  embraces)  was 
then  upon  your  northern  borders,  upon  the  lakes 
and  in  Canada,  in  every  spot  where  danger  threaten- 
ed or  duty  called.  To  them  I w as  indebted  lor  every 
attention,  for  every  kindly  aid  which  an  humble 
volunteer  like  myself  could  desire,  to  repel  an  in- 
vader, or  protect  the  defenceless.  Your  kind  ad- 
dress, sir,  has  freshened  my  recollection  of  the  dis- 
asters and  storms  of  those  times,  and  I take  this  oc- 
casion perhaps  the  last  in  tny  life,  to  offer  them  the 
gratitude  of  one  whose  bosom  will  ever  vibrate  wdth 
the  memory  of  their  services  and  virtues.  I thank 
you,  sincerely  thank  you,  for  this  very  flattering  re 
ception,  and  for  the  generous  and  friendly  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  conveyed  to  me.  It  comes 
from  one  with  whom  I have  been  long  intimately 
acquainted,  an  early,  tried  and  intimate  friend, 
whose  former  attentions  and  kindnesses  I can  never 
forget,  and  for  whose  future  happiness  and  prospe- 
rity, as  well  as  that  of  all  those  whom  you  represent 
and  in  behalf  of  whom  you  speak,  it  will  ever  be  my 
fervent  prayer  may  be  continued. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  continued  success, 
I make  this  feeble  offering  of  my  sincere  and  grate- 
ful thanks  for  the  flattering  testimonial  of  kindness 


and  regard  with  which  you  have  this  day  honored 
me.  It  will  go  with  me  through  life  as  a memorial 
worthy  of  my  remembrance  forever. 

After  an  hour’s  interval,  for  a free  interchange  of 
friendly  greetings  and  salutations  at  the  American, 
the  order  of  procession  was  resumed,  when  it  moved 
to  a beautiful  grove  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Scioto, 
where  the  colonel  and  the  other  guests  of  the  occa- 
sion, headed  by  the  venerable  president  of  the  day, 
William  Ballard,  esq.  a revolutionary  soldier  of  up- 
wards of  90  years  of  age,  accompanied  by  the  vice 
presidents  and  secretaries  of  the  djjy,  took  the  sta- 
tion prepared  for  them  by  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, on  a platform  erected  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. Colonel  Johnson  was  handsomely  introduced 
to  the  meeting  by  John  Brough,  esq.  auditor  of  state, 
when  he  arose,  evidently  moved  and  affected  by  the 
rapturous  feeling  with  which  his  presence  was 
cheered  and  greeted  by  the  many  thousands  around 
him.  He  enchained  the  attention  of  the  audience 
for  about  an  hour.  Every  eye  rested  upon  the  old 
hero,  and  every  sentence  he  uttered  sank  deep  in 
the  minds,  of  the  people,  who  knew  his  history  in 
the  sanguinary  conflicts  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged, and  who  were  ready  to  shout  “honor  and 
gratitude”  to  the  gallant  warrior  who  had  shield- 
ed his  countrymen  from  death  and  danger  in  one  of 
the  mightiest  struggles  ever  known  in  the  annals  of 
American  bravery. 

No  man  was  ever  more  enthusiastically  cheered — 
no  man  more  warmly  welcomed.  It  seemed  as  if 
every  friend  around  him  was  eager  in  being  the  first 
to  take  him  by  the  hand.  This  intensity  of  feeling 
was  no  doubt  greatly  heightened  by  the  reflection, 
that,  before  them  stood  the  identical  individual  who, 
in  the  war  of  1813,  had  marched  over  the  very  soil 
he  then  occupied,  with  his  brave  companions  in 
arms,  to  meet  Tecumseh  and  his  ferocious  band  in 
their  own  chosen  ambush,  within  the  smoke  of  their 
own  camp,  and  within  the  circle  of  their  own  coun- 
cil fire.  The  result  of  that  great  event  is  before  the 
country  and  the  world. 

Colonel  Johnson  sat  down  amid  the  deafening 
cheers  of  the  animated  multitude  around  him,  and 
governor  Shannon,  who  was  introduced  to  the  au- 
dience in  a like  manner,  for  about  two  hours  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  people.  He  dwelt  long 
and  eloquently  upon  the  actual  condition  of  the 
times — the  efforts  ofthe  aristocracy  to  create  a panic 
through  the  combined  frauds  of  the  banks,  and  the 
jacket-pocket  arguments  used  to  rally  up  the  jealou- 
sies, and  to  excite  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  He 
made  a very  happy  reference  to  the  wily  intrigues, 
grovelling  tricks  and  secret  management  of  our  ad- 
versaries to  gain  power  at  the  expense  of  truth  and 
fair  dealing.  When  gov.  Shannon  concluded,  the 
voice  of  the  great  assembly  fully  attested  the  high 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  coun- 
try men,  and  fairly  told  that  the  popular  opinion,  now 
rolling  forward  with  such  resistless  fury  in  his  favor, 
will  nobly,  honorably  sustain  him  in  the  coming 
struggle. 

Colonel  Allen  was  then,  in  a similar  manner, 
made  known  to  the  people.  He  came  forward,  and, 
for  three  long  hours,  a standing,  weary’  auditory, 
who  had  then,  (from  half  past  12  at  noon,  to  3 P. 
M.)  been  upon  their  feet,  seemed  neither  impatient 
>r  tired.  Every  countenance  seemed  peculiarly 
ighted  up  with  animated  smiles,  and  the  cheers  and 
applause  were  loud  and  long.  The  speech  of  colonel 
Allen  was  one  of  the  most  enrapturing  specimens  of 
real  eloquence  and  sarcasm,  of  wit  and  repartee,  to 
which  we  have  ever  listened.  During  much  ofthe 
time,  so  deep,  intense  and  unbroken  was  the  silence 
of  the  scene,  amid  the  natural  tumult  which  might 
be  expected  among  such  a mixed  population  of  more 
than  6,000  freemen,  that  one  could  almost  have 
heard  a pin  fall  upon  the  ground.  And  when  this 
splendid  orator  came  to  touch  upon  the  history  of 
the  battle  of  the  Thames,  and  to  point  to  the  vete- 
ran hero  then  by  his  side,  who  breasted  himself  to 
the  storms  of  that  day,  and  whose  body  yet  bore 
some  of  the  balls  sped  from  the  fire  of  the  savage  foe 
in  that  mighty  conflict,  many  a furrowed  chqelc 
was  moistened  with  that  deep  effusion,  that  pure 
symbol  of  nature  which  sometimes  attests  the  inten- 
sity of  the  feelings  of  the  heart  for  the  sufferings 
of  our  fellow  man.  Many  of  the  incidents  of  that 
great  battle  will  stand  unrivalled  in  the  history  of 
American  heroism;  and  the  name  of  the  patriot 
Johnson  will  go  to  posterity,  marked  with  as  un- 
dying a laurel  as  ever  yet  bloomed  around  the  head 
of  a fallen  hero. 


Col.  Allen  spoke  until  near  sunset,  and  yet,  all 
were  peculiarly  and  agreeably  entertained,  and 
evinced  the  feeling  with  which  they  were  inspired 
by  frequent  bursts  of  applause.  When  he  conclud- 
ed, one  voice,  “in  rapturous  chorus  rung,”  to  attest 
that  all  were  grateful  for  such  an  opportunity  for  in- 
formation and  instruction  a3  the  interesting  occa- 
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sion  had  afforded.  Its  memory  will  live  long  among 
us,  and  we  trust  be  productive  of  lasting  good  to  our 
state  and  county.  Let  such  meetings  be  held 
throughout  Ohio,  and  the  days  of  federal  boasting 
and  fraud  will  surely  be  numbered. 

COLONEL  JOHNSON  AT  CHtLLICOTHE. 

From,  ihe  Cincinnati  Republican. 

We  expressed  the  other  day  our  strong  convictions 
that  col.  Johnson  could  not  have  been  correctly  re- 
ported in  the  speech  at  Chillicothe,  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  Chillicothe  Advertiser  of  the  9th  inst. 
and  in  proof  of  our  having  just  grounds  for  this 
belief,  we  are  gratified  in  the  opportunity  of  spread- 
ing the  following  correspondence  before  our  rea- 
ders. 

It  is  well  known  in  Kentucky,  as  well  as  in  this 
state,  that  major  Carneal  is  probably  on  terms  of 
greater  intimacy  with  both  gen.  Harrison  and  col. 
Johnson  than  any  individual  in  the  west.  His  con- 
duct in  the  following  correspondence  adds  to  the 
claims  which  his  services  as  a quartermaster  under 
general  Harrison  in  1812,  and  as  a senator  of  Ken- 
tucky, give  him  to  public  respect: 

Cincinnati,  25th  August,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  It  was  my  object,  if  practicable,  in 
addressing  the  enclosed  letter  to  col.  Johnson,  to 
prevent  any  unpleasant  feelings  between  two  gal- 
lant officers  of  the  late  war,  who,  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  entertained  a high  respect  for 
each  other.  I am  more  than  gratified  to  find  I have 
not  been  unsuccessful  in  the  attempt.  Without 
communicating  with  either  of  these  gentlemen,  I 
take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  authorising 
j'ou  to  publish  the  correspondence,  and  am  yours, 
respectfully,  T.  D.  CARNEAL. 

Cot.  C.  S.  Todd. 

Cincinnati,  Aug.  24,  1840. 

Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison: 

Dear  sir:  Immediately  after  reading  the  sub- 
stance of  a speech,  said  to  be  made  by  col.  R.  M. 
Johnson,  at  Chillicothe,  I addressed  a letter  to  him, 
a copy  of  which  is  furnished.  On  yesterday,  I re- 
ceived his  answer,  which,  with  pleasure,  I enclose 
to  you. 

I view  it  as  putting  to  rest,  now  and  forever,  the 
foul  slanders  that  have  been  and  now  are  circulating 
against  you,  as  regards  your  conduct  in  the  decisive 
and  glorious  battle  of  the  Thames,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment leaves  no  good  grounds  for  controversy  or  un- 
pleasant feelings  between  two  brave  officers  of  that 
gallant  army.  Truly,  your  friend. 

T.  D.  CARNEAL. 

Cincinnati,  Aug.  24,  1840. 

I have  read  the  correspondence  between  yourself 
and  col.  Johnson,  relative  to  him  at  Chillicothe. 
From  the  perusal  of  Col.  Johnson’s  letter  I am  sa- 
tisfied that  he  intended  me  no  injustice  in  the  speech 
referred  to,  and  that  his  opinions  and  sentiments 
must  have  been  misrepresented.  Thanking  you  for 
Ihe  interest  you  have  manifested  jp  this  matter,  I 
return  the  correspondence. 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

T.  D.  Carneal. 

Cincinnati,  Aug.  12,  1840. 

My  dear  colonel:  I enclose  your  speech  as 
published  in  the  Chillicothe  Advertiser.  The  re- 
porter of  your  speech,  so  far  as  you  speak  of  gene- 
ral Harrison,  has  surely  misconceived  you.  I not 
only  so  think,  but  have  so  said.  An  inference  may 
be  fairly  drawn,  that  you  are  not  only  in  doubt  as 
regarded  his  courage,  but  that  you  had  but  little 
respect  for  him  as  a commanding  general.  My 
personal  regard  for  you,  induces  me  alone  to  call 
your  attention  to  Ihe  subject,  and  furnish  you  an 
opportunity  of  correcting  what  I conceive  to  be  an 
erroneous  and  garbled  report  of  what  you  did  say 
in  Chillicothe  on  the  9th  inst. 

From  the  enclosed  remarks  of  col.  C.  S.  Todd, 
you  will  at  once  discover  that  you  take  issue  and 
widely  differ.  If  consistent  with  your  feelings, 
furnish  me  with  your  views  on  the  subject.  They 
will  be  published  or  not,  as  you  may  desire.  Truly, 
your  friend,  T.  D.  CARNEAL. 

Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  V.  P.  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

Mansfield , August  18 th,  1840. 

My  dear  sir:  Your  favor  has  been  received,  in 
which  you  observe,  that  by  my  reported  speech  an 
inference  may  be  drawn  that  I am  not  only  in  doubt 
as  regards  the  courage  of  gen.  Hariison,  but  that  I 
had  but  little  respect  for  him  as  a commanding  ge- 
neral. I am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  of  in- 
forming you  that  during  my  service  with  general 
Hariison,  I had  no  cause  to  doubt  his  courage,  but 
consider  him  a brave  man,  and  I have  always  ex- 
pressed myself  to  that  effect — nor  have  I ever  dis- 


approved or  censured  any  of  his  measures  as  com- 
manding general  in  the  pursuit  of  Procter;  or  in  the 
battle  of  the  Thames, — every  thing  I saw  met  my 
entire  approbation,  and  I have  never  spoken  of  it  in 
any  other  terms.  In  speaking  of  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  and  the  part  acted  by  my  regiment,  I did 
not  intend  to  increase  the  merit  of  that  regiment,  or 
to  diminish  the  merit  claimed  by  others,  much  less 
did  I intend  to  imply  that  general  Harrison,  or  go- 
vernor Shelby,  or  any  officer  attached  to  the  army, 
avoided  duty  or  danger.  Each  had  his  part  to  act, 
and  I should  feel  myself  much  degraded  to  suppose 
that  they  did  not  perform  their  duty  fearless  of  dan- 
ger— nor  have  I ever  doubted,  that  these  gallant 
officers  were  precisely  where  duty  called  them.  I 
regret  that  in  such  a battle,  where  our  country  was 
victorious,  that  there  should  be  a controversy  about 
the  merit  due  to  the  actors  in  that  battle. 

I claim  nothing  above  the  most  humble  soldier, 
who  performed  his  duty  on  that  occasion,  nor  shall 
any  earthly  consideration  ever  induce  me  knowing- 
ly to  do  injustice  to  the  commanding  officer,  gover- 
nor Shelby,  or  any'  other  officer  in  the  army.  I have 
thus  confined  myself  to  general  remarks,  not  know- 
ing in  what  particular  fact,  injustice  is  supposed  to 
have  been  done  to  general  Harrison.  I should  be 
glad  to  know  what  particular  issue  is  made  as  to  the 
facts  stated  in  the  reported  speech,  respecting  which 
I had  no  agency.  I shall  feel  no  difficulty  to  state 
facts  as  far  as  my  own  personal  knowledge  extends, 
and  what  I understand  from  others,  and  not  to  cen- 
sure or  criminate,  but  to  state  the  truth  as  far  as  I 
know  or  believe  the  facts.  I expect  to  be  in  your 
city  on  Sunday,  the  23d,  on  my  way  home,  and 
shall  be  happy  to  see  you.  RH.  M.  JOHNSON. 

Maj.  Tho.  D.  Carneal. 

THE  GREAT  SOUTH  WESTERN  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Nashville  Whig,  Aug.  17. 

We  have  detained  our  paper  this  evening,  with  a 
view  to  present  to  our  distant  friends  some  account 
of  this  day’s  great  work  in  Nashville — of  the  migh- 
ty ingathering  of  the  real  people  and  of  their  bound- 
less enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  great  southwestern  convention. 

On  approaching  this  most  interesting  task,  we  feel 
that  our  poor  powers  of  description  are  wholly  in- 
adequate to  any  thing  like  an  impression  to  the  life, 
of  the  scenes  which  have  this  day  passed  before  our 
almost  bewildered  vision.  The  richness  and  gran- 
deur of  the  pageant,  and  the  variety  of  incidents  to 
which  it  gave  rise;  the  fervid  zeal  of  the  people,  and 
the  burning  eloquence  of  the  champion  of  liberty, 
whose  fortune  it  was  to  occupy  their  attention;  the 
meeting  of  the  extremes  of  the  union,  and  the  com- 
mingling of  hundreds  of  kindred  spirits  from  distant 
portions  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi;  the 
presence  of  the  illustrious  statesman  of  Kentucky 
and  his  distinguished  co-laborers  in  the  whig  cause, 
together  with  the  almost  cloudless  beauty  of  the 
day,  all,  all  conspired  to  lend  an  interest  to  the  occa- 
sion, which  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  portray. 

It  would  be  equally  futile  to  undertake  a close  es- 
timate of  the  extent  of  this  immense  concourse. — 
We  have  no  data  upon  which  to  ba3e  a calculation 
of  numbers,  beyond  the  long  line  of  procession 
which  extended  from  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
city  at  the  intersection  of  the  Franklin  road  and 
Broad  street — from  which  point  the  line  moved — to 
the  western  line  of  the  corporation  on  lower  College 
street.  This,  it  will  at  once  be  seen,  would  be  by 
no  means  a correct  criterion,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  countless  thousands  made  their  way  to  the  con- 
vention ground  both  in  advance  of  and  subsequent 
to  the  entre  of  the  procession.  Mr.  Clay,  remark- 
ed incidentally,  in  his  speech  this  morning,  that  the 
meeting  of  the  seventeenth  of  Avgust,  1840,  might 
be  regarded,  as,  par  excellence,  the  memorable  con- 
vention of  1840,  since  it  exceeded  both  in  extent  of 
numbers  and  magnificence  of  its  procession  the  great 
convention  of  the  fourth  of  May  at  Baltimore.  Our 
own  opinion  is  that  considering  the  relative  location 
and  population  of  the  two  cities,  the  crowd  to-day, 
deserves  to  be  held  as  a much  more  striking  evidence 
of  the  extraordinary  zeal  that  now  pervades  the 
friends  of  executive  reform  throughout  the  country, 
than  the  Baltimore  meeting.  It  has  been  our  good 
fortune  to  witness  both  pageants,  and  we  speak  it 
with  pride  when  we  say,  that  the  free  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  has  this  day  followed,  in  bold  and 
generous  rivalry,  the  example  of  her  sister  states  on 
the  seaboard. 

The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  “a  glorious  sum- 
mer’s sun,”  thus  giving  early  promise  of  a day  as 
bright  with  the  smiles  of  beneficient  nature  as  it  is 
destined  to  be  memorable  for  the  scenes  which  have 
marked  this  triumphal  movement  of  a free  people. 

At  day  light  three  guns  were  fired  from  an  emi- 
nence above  the  city,  known,  since  the  celebration 
of  the  triumph  of  the  whigs  of  New  York  in  1837, 


as  whig  hill.  At  sun  rise  a gun  was  fired  from  the 
log  cabin,  on  lower  Market  street,  the  signal  lor  the 
meeting  of  the  different  delegations,  clubs  and  mili- 
tary companies.  At  seven  o’clock,  two  guns  were 
fired  as  the  note  of  preparation  for  the  formation  of 
the  procession.  The  Straight  Outs,  capt.  Tannehill, 
were  then  marched  into  Broad  street,  in  pursuance 
of  the  programme  of  the  chief  marshal,  and  as  the 
base  of  the  line  of  procession.  Between  the  hours 
of  seven  and  nine  o’clock,  the  line  was  formed,  ready 
to  move  from  the  intersection  of  Broad  and  Spruce 
streets. 

On  riding  up  Broad  street  just  before  the  proces- 
sion moved  out  of  that  street,  we  discovered  that  as 
many  as  fourteen  states  were  represented,  some  of 
them  quite  largely,  the  delegation  from  each  preced- 
ed by  a general  state  banner,  besides  the  insignia  of 
the  various  town  and  county  clubs  and  delegations, 
an  infinite  variety  of  which  decorated  the  line  and 
imparted  unspeakable  interest  to  the  pageant. 

The  base  of  the  line,  as  we  before  noticed,  was 
the  company  of  Straight  Outs,  and  a more  ap- 
propriate band  of  pioneers,  we  dare  venture,  could 
not  have  been  selected.  The  dress,  discipline  and 
origin  of  the  Straight  Outs,  we  have  heretofore  had 
occasion  to  describe.  They  are  the  representatives 
of  a hardy  race  of  honest  log  cabin  freemen,  who, 
however  ridiculed  for  their  primitive  manners,  by 
the  advocates  of  power,  never  fail  to  make  their 
influence  felt  and  appreciated  at  the  ballot  box. — 
The  banners  borne  by  this  corps,  were  plain  but  ex- 
pressive— the  first,  with  a plain  white  ground,  in- 
scribed: “ Qne_j>resideMialJerm^iid  fair  wages  for 
labor.”  The  second,  aspread  eagle,  on  white  ground, 
bearing  in  its  talons:  “ Harrison  and  reform,”  and 
underneath,  the  celebrated  watchwords  of  the  em- 
peror Constantine,  “In  hoc  signo  vinces.”  The  third, 
a game  looking  Chanticleer,  on  blue  muslin  ground, 
with  the  inscription:  “A  loud  crow  Chapman — 4 th 
March,  1841.” 

The  Straight  Outs  were  followed  by  the  general 
committee  of  arrangements,  with  their  invited 
guests,  on  foot  and  in  carriages.  These  were  suc- 
ceeded by  a division,  composed  of  the  delegates 
from  Arkansas,  Missouri  and  Alabama.  The  Ar- 
kansas banner  was  inscribed  with  the  motto  of  the 
lamented  Crockett:  “Be  sure  you’re  right;  then  go 
ahead!”  with  an  eagle  in  the  centre.  The  Missouri 
banner  represented  a Buffalo,  with  the  inscription, 
expressive  of  the  part  borne  by  the  illustrious  Har- 
rison in  the  admission  of  that  state  into  the  union, 
“ Roused  to  the  claims  of  an  early  friend.” 

Our  Alabama  friends  numbered  three  or  four  dif- 
ferent delegations,  headed  by  a general  banner  bear- 
ing the  inscription— -“Four  years  long  enough  for  a 
good  president;  too  long  for  a bad  one.”  The  Ma- 
dison county  delegation  displayed  a beautiful  fancy 
banner,  representing  the  goddess  of  liberty  looking 
down  upon  old  Tip’s  cabin,  with  the  inscription 
(expressive  of  the  recent  immense  gain  in  our  sis- 
ter commonwealth),  day  is  daiving.  Our  attention 
was  especially  attracted  to  the  standard  bearer  of 
this  delegation,  an  ingenious  artisan,  we  are  told,  of 
Huntsville,  who  wore  in  his  bosom  a log  cabin  breast 
pin,  representing,  by  means  of  miniature  springs, 
both  the  interior  and  exterior  of  a cabin  with  the 
door,  latch  string,  &c.  all  perfect,  and  a miniature 
canoe  on  the  comb  of  the  roof. 

Next  followed  a delegation  from  Illinois,  with  a 
magnificent  satin  banner,  representing  the  great  seal 
of  the  state. 

The  Mississippi  delegation  came  next  in  order, 
with  the  state  banner,  inscribed:  “’ Tis  ours  to  rec- 
tify, not  to  overthrow.”  The  delegation  from  Yalla- 
busha  county,  carried  a rich  satin  banner,  wrought 
with  fine  taste  and  inscribed:  “Mississippi — she  beat 
the  spoilers  once,  and  can  do  it  again.” 

Indiana  followed  her  southern  sister.  Her  ban- 
ner represented  a huge  ball,  inscribed:  “The  ball  in 
motion — Indiana  10,000  majority.”  The  New  Al- 
bany delegation  bore  a handsome  satin  banner,  re- 
presenting a log  cabin,  “with  the  string  of  the  latch 
iianging  out.” 

Louisiana  succeeded.  Her  state  banner  represent- 
ed the  ballot  box:  “The  freemen’s  sword  and  shield — 
Louisiana  25,000  majority.”  A separate  banner  was 
borne  by  the  Tippecanoe  club  of  New  Orleans. 

Ohio  was  represented  by  a small  though  spirited 
delegation,  chiefly  from  Cincinnati.  Her  banner  re- 
presented a spread  eagle,  bearing  in  its  talons:  “For 
president,  the  farmer  of  North  Bend,”  with  the  in- 
scription above — “ Ohio — Tip,  Tom  and  Tyler.” 

Kentucky  was  strongly  represented.  Nearly  all 
the  southern  counties  had  their  separate  delegations, 
besides  two  handsomely  equipped  military  compa- 
nies from  Hopkinsville  and  Bowling  Green.  We 
noticed  a delegation  from  Mercer,  one  of  the  upper 
counties  of  the  state,  with  a handsome  satin  banner, 
representing  among  other  things,  “Little  Matty” 
scampering  out  of  the  white  house.  The  state  ban- 
I ner  was  inscribed  in  just  compliment  to  her  recent 
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signal  triumph  at  the  ballot  box:  “ Kentucky , she 
speaks  not  by  thousands,  but  by  tens  of  thousands.”— 
The  Louisville  delegation  was  headed  by  a beauti- 
ful silk  banner,  representing,  we  believe,  a scene  at 
the  battle  of  the  Thames. 

The  Livingston  county  delegation  (Smithland) 
displayed  two  remarkably  neat  satin  banners,  one  of 
which  represented  a golden  ball  in  motion.  The 
Caldwell  banner  bore  the  portrait,  in  military  dress, 
of  gen.  Harrison. 

The  banners  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  Vir- 
ginia, of  Delaware,  of  New  Jersey,  of  New  York, 
and  New  England  were  borne  by  small  delegations 
from  each  state.  That  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  inscribed:  “Let  his  days  be  few , and  let  another 
take  his  place.”  That  of  Virginia:  “ The  blood  of 
our  fathers,  let  it  not  have  been  shed  in  vain.  Inde- 
pendence now,  and  independence  forever.”  That  of 
Delaware:  “Our  cause,  it  is  just.”  That  of  New 
Jersey:  “Her  great  seal  shall  be  respected.”  That 
of  New  York  represented  a pair  of  scales,  with  “M. 
V.  B.”  in  one  end  and  “Old  Tip”  in  the  other,  the 
former  “ kicking  the  beam:”  the  inscription:  “ Weigh- 
ed in  the  balance  and  found  wanting.”  That  of  New 
England: 

“From  hill  and  from  valley, 

From  mounlain  and  plain, 

We  come  to  the  rescue 
Of  our  country  again.’’ 

The  Pennsylvania  delegation  numbered  two  or 
three  sections,  preceeded  by  a banner,  representing 
a fox  trailing  a lion,  with  the  inscription — “This 
wont  do  Matty.” 

The  Tennessee  delegation  formed,  ofcourse,much 
the  largest  division  of  the  procession.  The  county 
delegations  bore  a large  number  of  flags  and  ban- 
ners, some  of  which  excelled  in  grandeur  of  design, 
richness  of  material  and  beauty  of  execution  any 
thing  of  the  sort  it  has  ever  been  our  fortune  to 
see  displayed.  In  this  respect,  indeed,  we  feel  as- 
sured that  the  Columbus,  Baltimore  and  Fort  Meigs 
conventions  were  thrown  completely  in  the  back 
ground.  We  must  necessarily,  for  the  want  of  time 
and  space,  reserve  a more  particular  description  of 
ttie  various  county  devices,  for  our  next  paper.  The 
front  banner  of  the  delegation  represented,  on  blue 
ground,  a magnificent  full  rigged  seventy-four,  her 
head  pointed  to  the  white  house  and  capital  which 
are  seen  in  the  distance.  The  “Constitution”  is  the 
name  of  this  truly  national  vessel  and  she  bears  on 
the  topmast  signal,  the  initials  “T.  and  T.”  The 
state  banner  bore  a beautifully  wrought  device,  (on 
satin,  fringed  with  crape),  representing  the  tomb  of 
the  lamented  White. 

The  great  ball,  from  Zanesville,  Ohio,  which 
came  safe  to  hand  on  the  steamer  Rochester,  on  Sa- 
turday night,  occupied  a conspicuous  place  in  the 
procession.  It  was  given  in  charge  of  the  Kentucky 
delegation,  and  was  hauled  on  four  wheels,  under 
the  immediate  care  of  Porter,  the  Kentucky  giant. 
The  ball  is  in  the  form  of  a hemisphere,  moving 
upon  its  axis  and  representing  each  of  the  individual 
states  of  the  union,  with  the  inscriptions,  as  hereto- 
fore copied  from  the  Ohio  papers.  Porter  appear- 
ed as  a delegate  from  Louisville,  and  it  was  really 
diflicult-to  determine  which  of  the  two  lions  attract- 
ed the  most  attention. 

The  military  brought  up  the  rear,  and  made  a 
rich  and  beautiful  display.  This  division  of  the  line 
was  composed  of  the  independent  infantry  compa- 
nies from  Hopkinsville  and  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 
Franklin  and  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  and  the  Har- 
- rispn  guards,  cadets  and  lancers  of  this  city. 

At  ten  o’clock  the  immense  procession  moved 
amidst  the  most  deafening  shouts  of  the  multitude, 
from  the  head  of  Broad  street,  through  Spruce  to 
Spring,  down  Spring  to  Summer,  down  Summer  to 
Ceader,  down  Cedar  to  the  square,  round  the  square 
to  West  College  street,  and  through  that  street  to 
Walnut  Grove,  the  country  seat  of  Dr.  D.  T.  McGa- 
voclc.  The  convention  was  temporarily  organized 
by  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Jenning,  the  chairman  of  the  no- 
minating committee  from  the  states,  who  announced 
the  following  nominations  for  officers  of  the  con- 
vention: 

President — Hon.  E.  H.  Foster,  of  Tennessee. 

Vice  presidents — W.  M.  McPherson,  of  Arkansas; 
hon.  John  Gayle,  of  Alabama;  S.  A.  Bowen,  esq.  of 
Missouri;  Garnet  Duncan,  esq.  of  Kentucky;  hon. 
Jas.  Bucks,  of  Mississippi;  John  Hogan,  of  Illinois; 
C.  L.  Ash,  esq.  of  Pennsylvania;  J.  P.  Erskine,  esq. 
of  Maryland:  hon.  B.  Storer,  of  Ohio;  A.  C.  Bullitt, 
of  Louisiana;  j White,  of  Indiana. 

Secretaries. — W.  Sneethen,  of  Louisiana;  R. 
Scott,  of  Pennsylvania;  C.  Scott,  of  Mississippi;  C. 
C.  Norvell,  ofTennesaee;  A.  A.  Hall,  of  Tennessee; 
C.  G.  Wintersmith,  of  Ky.;  W.  W.  Ferguson,  of 
Arkansas;  S.  S.  L’Hommedieu,  of  Ohio;  J.  R. 
Blocker,  of  Ala.;  J.  H.  Matheney,  of  Illinois. 

After  an  invocation  of  the  divine  blessing,  from 
the  rev.  J.  W.  Ogden,  the  assemblage  was  address- 


ed by  Mr.  Foster,  the  president  of  the  day.  [We 
omit  Mr.  F’s  address,  and  bring  our  readers  at  once 
to  that  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  followed  Mr.  Foster.] 

MR.  CLAY’S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Clay  was  called  for  with  an  enthusiasm 
which  seemed  to  contain  no  bounds,  and  when  he. 
came  forward,  with  those  characteristic  smiles 
playing  all  over  his  remarkable  countenance,  the 
air  was  rent  with  nine  such  cheers  as  it  has  seldom 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  man  to  receive.  When 
these  had  subsided,  he  commenced  somewhat  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President — gentlemen  of  the  convention — ladies 
—friends  and  fellow  citizens:  This  day  may  be 

likened  to  the  glorious  and  genial  sun  that  now 
shines  upon  us.  Clouds  are  occasionally  flitting 
over  it  and  obscuring  for  the  moment  its  beaming 
rays,  but  truth  will  break  through  the  mist  and  shine 
the  brighter  for  having  been  for  a time  obscured-i — 
By  November  next,  the  dark  clouds  which  have 
been  lowering  above  the  political  horizon  will  all 
disappear.  I congratulate  this  vast  multitude  upon 
the  glorious  prospect  before  us. 

This,  said  Mr.  Clay,  is  a convention  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  he  asked  if  he  might  not,  without  arro- 
gance, revert  to  the  cause  of  his  appearing  before 
them.  During  the  arduous  contest  in  which  he 
had  been  long  engaged,  occasional  clouds  lowered 
about  him,  but  conscious  of  the  correctness  of  his 
motives,  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  he  had  stood 
out  from  the  beginning  dauntless,  erect  and  undis- 
mayed. 

Had  he  visited  Tennessee  during  the  campaign  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  he  would  have  disabused  the 
public  mind  in  relation  to  the  charges  which  were 
made  against  him.  In  giving  his  vote,  in  1825,  for 
Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  he  obeyed  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents.  It  had  been  charged  that  he  did  not 
do  this,  but  the  charge  was  unfounded.  It  was  true 
that  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  at  the  time  made  a 
request  that  he  should  give  a different  vote;  but 
that  body,  in  making  the  request,  went  beyond  its 
province;  it  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  matter; 
the  right  belonged  exclusively  to  his  constituents 
in  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Woodford,  Jessamine. 
Each  of  these  counties  sustained,  approved  and  rati- 
fied his  conduct  at  the  time,  and  neither  of  them  has 
ever  to  this  day  revoked  or  annulled  that  approba- 
tion. With  respect  to  his  motives  for  the  course  he 
pursued,  he  had  nothing  on  this  occasion  to  offer. 
Those  motives  were  known  to  and  would  be  ad- 
judged by  his  God.  He  never  doubted  that  the  day 
would  come  when  justice  would  be  done  him  — 
Yes,  he  never  doubted  that  brave,  generous,  patrio- 
tic Tennesseans  would  be  amongthe  first  to  do  him 
justice.  This,  he  felt  they  had  done.  The  wel- 
come with  which  he  was  greeted  on  his  arrival — 
the  procession — the  banners — and  last,  though  not 
least,  the  many  bright  eyes  that  beamed,  and  the 
handkerchiefs  that  waved  on  the  occasion — all 
spoke  to  him  a language  of  true  and  heartfelt  wel- 
come as  grateful  as  it  was  flattering  to  his  feelings. 

It  was  true  that  he  had  some  reluctance,  some 
misgivings,  about  making  this  visit  at  this  time, 
which  grew  out  of  a supposition  that  his  motives 
might  be  misconstrued.  The  relations  which  had 
for  a long  time  existed  between  himself  and  the  il- 
lustrious captain  in  this  neighborhood  were  well 
understood.  He  feared,  if  he  accepted  the  invita- 
tion to  makethe  visit  now,  that  it  might  be  thought 
by  some  that  his  motives  were  less  patriotic  than 
sinister  or  selfish.  But  he  assured  that  greatassem- 
blage  that  towards  that  illustrious  individual— their 
fellow  citizen  and  friend — he  cherished,  he  possess- 
ed, no  unkind  feelings.  He  was  a great  chieftain 
—he  had  fought  well  and  bravely  for  his  country — 
he  hoped  he  would  live  long  and  enjoy  much  hap- 
piness, and  when  be  departed  from  this  fleeting  vale 
of  tears,  that  he  would  enter  into  the  abode  of  the 
just,  made  perfect. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  in  addressing  an  assembly  of 
so  many  thousands  as  he  now  saw  around  him, 
when  so  many  topics  were  crowding  into  the  mind, 
he  was  at  a loss  to  select  a theme.  Shall  I,  he  ask- 
ed, dwell  upon  a ruined  currency — upon  the  pros- 
tration of  business — the  stagnation  oftrade — -and  the 
destruction  of  commerce?  Or  shall  I speak  of  the 
wasteful  extravagance  of  the  present  powers  that  be? 

Mr.  Clay  said  a paper  had  just  been  put  into  his 
hands,  which  he  had  never  seen  before,  that  repre- 
sented in  the  form  of  a pyramid,  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  three  administrations.  He  held  it  up  to 
view  and  explained  its  meaning.  He  read  some  of 
the  items  of  expenditure  under  the  present  admi- 
nistration, which  is  so  characteristically  economical, 
and  contrasted  them  with  expenditures,  under  the 
same  heads,  made  by  the  administration  of  John 
Quincy  Adams — an  administration  whose  extrava- 
gance so  shocked  the  sensibilities  of  the  whole  na- 
tion! 


But,  Mr.  Clay  said,  this  was  not  one  of  the  themes 
he  had  selected  to  address  the  audience  upon.  He 
had  thought  to  refer  to,  among  other  things,  some 
of  the  very  extraordinary  doctrines  now  advanced 
by  those  who  profess  to  entertain  the  greatest  vene- 
ration and  regard  for  the  state  rights  doctrines.  In 
this  connection,  he  brought  up  the  ridiculous  ma- 
ncevre,  in  the  United  States  senate,  at  the  late  ses- 
sion, on  the  subject  ot  the  debts  of  the  several 
states.  A long  report  was  made  that  the  general 
government  would  not  assume  the  payment  of  those 
debts — a thing  that  nobody  ever  dreamed  ol!  This 
report,  of  which  an  extraordinary  number  of  copies 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  lorcirculation,  was  drawn 
up,  said  Mr.  Clay,  by  your  fellow  cilizen  and  an 
old  acquaintance  of  mine.  And  one  of  the  plea- 
sures which  I promised  myself,  in  making  this  visit 
to  your  beautiful  town,  was  to  meet  and  talk  over 
matters  with  him.  But  on  my  inquiry  for  him,  I 
learned  that  he  was  in  East  Tennessee,  making 
speeches  in  favor  of  the  present  administration! — 
Ah,  said  I,  at  his  old  occupation,  defending  crimi- 
nals! [The  manner  in  which  this  was  said,  sur- 
passes description.  Those  only  who  saw  it,  or 
who  are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Clay’s  gesticulations 
and  style  of  speaking,  can  imagine  any  thing  ap- 
proaching the  reality.] 

But  there  is  this  difference,  said  Mr.  Clay,  be- 
tween my  distinguished  friend’s  present  and  past 
defence  of  criminals.  He  is  now  defending  great 
criminals  of  state,  not  before  a carefully  packed  ju- 
ry, but  before  the  free,  enlightened,  virtuous  and 
patriotic  people — and  therefore  we  may  well  hope 
that  his  present  defence  will  not  be  attended  with 
his  hitherto  usual  success! 

Mr.  Clay  referred  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  recommen- 
dation, in  1837,  of  a bankrupt  law,  bearing  exclu- 
sively upon  state  banks,  as  an  evidence  of  his  re- 
gard for  state  rights,  and  mirrored  forth  the  evils  of 
such  a law. 

He  reverted  to  the  progress  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill  through  its  several  stages,  and  descanted  upon 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  finally  got  first  through 
the  senate  and  then  the  house,  with  great  ability 
and  eloquence — in  which  connection  he  gave  a clear 
and  succinct  account  of  the  manner,  and  for  what 
cause,  New  Jersey  was  so  disgracefully  disfran- 
chised. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  party  in  power  profess  to  be 
democrats  par  excellence!  Among  all  their  usurpa- 
tions he  knew  of  none  more  absurd  than  the  usur- 
pation of  this  name.  He  professed  himself  to  be  a 
true  democrat.  He  learned  his  democracy  in  the 
school  of  ’98  and  ’99.  It  was  very'  different,  he 
confessed,  from  the  democracy  taught  now  a days 
in  high  places.  It  did  riot  say,  in  the  language  of 
the  motto  upon  the  Bedford  county  banner,  which 
he  just  read:  “The  people  expect  too  much  from 
the  government” — “Let  the  government  lake  care 
of  itself  and  the  people  of  themselves.”  No!  the 
democracy  that  he  had  learned  was  the  reverse  of 
this  language  of  the  present  democratic  president. 
But  the  new  democracy  does  not  stop  here.  It 
asks  for  allegiance  to  the  powers  that  be.  The  de- 
mocracy of  Jefferson  asked  a candidate  for  office  if 
he  was  capable,  arid  honest  and  would  support  the 
constitution.  But  the  new  democracy  asks  very 
diffeient  questions.  It  asks,  how  many  votes  can 

you  bring  to  the  polls?  What’s  your  influence? 

Are  you  boisterous  partizans?  It  also  holds  out  in- 
ducements or  brides,  which  Jefferson’s  democracy 
did  not.  It  says,  if  you  labor  in  my  cause  and  the 
people  reject  yoff,  I will  fake  care  that  your  reward 
shall  be  certain.  He  instanced  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Grundy,  and  then  referred  to  the  appointment 
of  John  M.  Niles,  as  postmaster  general,  who  not 
four  months  ago  was  rejected  by  the  people  by 
4,500  votes.  To  be  thus  beaten  was  a sure  pass- 
port to  an  executive  office.  By  the  bye,  he  said, 
the  office  conferred  upon  Mr.  Niles  was  not  a very 
enviable  one,  for  he  had  to  take  a seat  previously 
occupied  by  a creature  than  whom  a more  despica- 
ble creeping  reptile  could  not  be  named.  His  fel- 
low citizens,  he  presumed,  would  know  to  whom 
he  alluded. 

Mr.  Clay  here  dwelt  for  some  minutes  upon  the 
immoral  tendency  to  which  such  a course  of  admi- 
nistration, a3  he  had  been  alluding  to,  would  lead. 
But  he  trusted  it  would  be  checked — that  the  great 
physican,  the  ballot  box,  was  near  at  hand,  and  that 
by  November  the  disease  would  be  met  by  an  effec- 
tive and  most  salutary  remedy.  When  before  bad 
such  a state  of  things  as  now  exists  been  known? 
When  belore  such  a disregard  of  obligations?  When 
before  have  G-l  out  of  67  land  officers  proved  de-  l 
lau Iters?  When  before  have  defaulters  not  only 
been  retained  in  office  after  their  defalcations  were 
known,,  but  absolutely  reappointed?  He  referred  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  L:\ingsfon  as  secretary  of 
state  at  a time  when  he  was  a defaulter,  but  said  he 
presumed  the  president  did  not  reflect  sufficiently 
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upon  the  tendency  such  an  appointment  would 
have.  He  referred  to  the  Moore  and  Letcher  case, 
and  to  the  appointment  of  Hocker  to  the  best  office 
in  the  country  for  his  services  in  that  dark  transac- 
tion. He  had  heard  that  Hocker  had  since  proved 
a defaulter. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  like  to  address  himself 
directly  to  the  democrats  within  the  sound  of  his 
voice.  He  wished  to  address  them,  notas  enemies, 
but  as  brothers,  as  men  equally  patriotic  and  equal- 
ly devoted  with  the  whigs,  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.  We  differ,  said  he,  but  upon  what 
subject  do  men  not  differ?  Have  all  your  hopes 
been  realized  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the 
government?  Have  the  pledges  that  were  made 
you,  been  fulfilled?  Take,  for  example,  the  one 
term  for  the  presidency.  Did  not  the  great  captain 
promise  you  that  one  term  was  enough  for  a presi- 
dent to  serve?  Was  it  carried  out?  How  v,as  the 
promise,  not  to  appoint  members  of  congress  to  of- 
fice, carried  out?  How  was  the  promise,  to  reduce 
the  extravagant  expenditures,  fulfilled?  What  prin- 
ciple was  carried  out?  what  promise  kept?  what 
pledge  redeemed?  Is  there  an  administration  man 
in  this  vast  assemblage  that  will  answer,  shouted 
the  Kentucky  orator  in  the  loudest  tones  ofhis  mu- 
sical voice? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  called  the  present  a vast  as- 
semblage, and  he  would  take  that  occasion  to  de- 
clare that  there  were  more  people  and  more  banners 
there  than  there  were  at  the  great  Baltimore  con- 
vention. And  why  are  there  so  many  people  here, 
coming  together  from  almost  every  state  in  the 
union? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  claimed  to  be  a democrat  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word — a democrat  ready  to  stand 
by  or  die  for  his  country.  He  referred  to  the  great 
contest  now  going  on,  and  asked  that  nothing  should 
be  done  to  the  injury  of  our  opponents.  All,  he 
said,  w'ere  interested  alike— all  were  on  board  the 
great  ship  of  state — all  were  alike  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  voyage.  But  there  were  exceptions 
to  the  general  rule;  there  were  beings  in  the  lead  of 
the  party  who  could  not  be  hung  too  high — beings 
who  set  all  the  baser  passions  of  men  at  work — 
and  labor  constantly  and  solely  for  no  good.  There 
was  another  class — the  boisterous  officeholders,  the 
prretorian  band,  the  palace  slaves — he  was  about  to 
say  of  Martin  Van  Buren?  But  then  to  call  such  a 
man  a king  over  such  a people  as  this  great  con- 
course! oh,  he  would  not  so  insult  them! 

Mr.  Clay,  in  conclusion,  addressed  the  Tennes- 
seans particularly.  He  reverted  to  the  position  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  They  stood  side  by 
side — their  sons  fought  side  by  side  at  New'  Or- 
leans. Kentuckians  and  Tennesseans  now  fight 
another  and  a different  kind  of  battle.  But  they 
are  fighting  now,  as  then,  a band  of  mercenaries, 
the  cohorts  of  power.  They  are  fighting  a band  of 
officeholders,  who  call  gen.  Harrison  a coward,  an 
imbecile,  an  old  woman! 

Yes,  general  Harrison  is  a coward — but  he  fought 
more  battles  than  any  other  general  during  the  last 
war,  and  never  sustained  a defeat.  He  is  no. states- 
man— and  yet  he  has  filled  more  civil  offices  of  trust 
and  importance  than  almost  any  other  man  in  the 
union! 

A man  in  the  crowd  here  cried  out,  “tell  us  o 
Van  Buren’s  battles!” 

Ah!  said  Mr.  Clay,  I will  have  to  use  my  col 
league’s  language  and  tell  you  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
three  great  battles!  He  says  that  he  fought  general 
commerce  and  conquered  him — tl  at  he  fought  gene- 
ral currency'  and  conquered  him — and  that  with  his 
Cuba  allies,  he  fought  the  Seminoles  and  got  con 
quered! 

Mr.  Clay  referred,  with  great  good  humor,  to  the 
17,000  whig  majority  of  Kentucky,  and  asked  if 
generous,  chivalric  Tennessee  would  not  enter  the 
lists  of  competition  with  her?  He  doubted  not  she 
would  make  a gallant  effort  to  not  only  run  up 
alongside,  but  to  come  out  ahead  of  her! 

[In  the  course  of  the  day  addresses  were  deliver- 
ed by  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Underwood,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, White,  of  Indiana,  Stores,  of  Ohio,  Hogan, 
of  Illinois,  judge  Gayle,  of  Alabama,  and  others. 
The  collation  of  the  day,  for  the  delegates  and  other 
strangers  present,  was  provided  by  the  farmers  of 
Davidson  county.  The  convention  adjourned  at  -5, 
P.  M.  to  meet  again  on  the  field  the  next  day,  when 
the  Iron.  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Ky.  Mr.  Balie 
Peyton,  and  otheis  were  to  address  the  people. — 
More  than  a thousand  ladies  were  on  the  conven- 
tion ground,  in  front  of  the  principal  stand.] 

GEN.  JACKSON  AND  MR.  CLAY. 

From  the  Nashville  Whig,  August  21. 

In  the  Nashville  Whig  of  Wednesday  there  ap- 
peared the  following  card: 

To  the  editor  of  the  Union:  Sir:  Being  informed 

that  the  lion.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  in  his  pub- 


lic speech  at  Nashville  yesterday,  alledged  that  I 
had  appointed  the  hon.  Edward  Livingston  secre- 
tary of  state  when  he  was  a defaulter  and  knowing 
him  to  be  one,  I feel  that  I am  justified  in  declaring 
the  charge  to  be  false.  It  is  known  to  all  the  country 
that  the  nominations  made  by  the  president  to  the 
senate  are  referred  to  appropriate  committees  of  that 
body,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inquire  into  the  character 
of  the  nominees,  and  that  if  there  is  any  evidence 
of  default,  or  any  disqualifying  circumstances  ex- 
isting against  them,  a rejection  of  the  nomination 
follows.  Mr.  Livingston  was  a member  of  the  se- 
nate from  the  state  of  Louisiana  when  he  was  no- 
minated by  me.  Can  Mr.  Clay  say  that  he  op- 
posed the  confirmation  of  his  nomination,  because 
he  was  a defaulter?  If  so,  the  journals  of  the  se- 
nate will  answer. — But  his  confirmation  by  the 
senate  is  conclusive  proof  that  no  such  objection, 
if  made,  was  sustained,  and  I am  satisfied  that  such 
a charge  against  him  could  not  have  been  substan- 
tiated. 

I am  also  informed  that  Mr.  Clay  charged  me 
with  appointing  Samuel  Swartwout  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  knowing  that  he  had  been  an 
associate  of  Aaron  Burr.  To  this  charge  it  is  pro- 
per to  say  that  I knew  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  connec- 
tion with  Aaron  Burr,  precisely  as  I did  that  of  Mr. 
Clay  himself  who  if  the  history  of  the  times  did 
not  do  him  great  injustice,  was  far  from  avoiding 
an  association  with  Burr  when  he  was  at  the  town 
of  Lexington  in  Kentucky.  Yet  Mr.  Clay  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  state,  and  I may  say  confident- 
ly with  recommendations  for  character  and  fitness 
not  more  favorable  than  those  produced  to  me  by 
the  citizens  of  New  York  in  behalf  of  Mr  Swart- 
w'out.  Mr.  Clay  too  at  the  time  ofhis  own  appoint- 
ment to  that  high  office,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
directly  charged  throughout  the  union  with  having 
bargained  for  it,  and  by  none  was  this  charge  more 
earnestly  made  than  by  his  present  associates  in 
Tennesee,  Messrs.  Bell  and  Foster. 

Under  such  circumstances  how  contemptible  does 
this  demagogue  appear,  when  he  decends  from  his 
high  place  in  the  senate  and  roams  over  the  coun- 
try, retailing  slanders  against  the  living  and  the  dead. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Hermitage,  Aug.  18,  1840. 


We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  card 
from  Mr.  Clay  in  reply  to  the  foregoing  extraordi- 
nary paper.  His  treatment  of  the  attack,  it  will  be 
eeri,  affords  a singular  contrast  to  the  rude,  unge- 
nerous, and  uncalled  for  language  of  his  accuser. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Your  surprise,  I am  quite  sure,  will  be  as  great 
as  mine  was,  on  the  perusal  of  a note,  signed  An- 
drew Jackson,  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Nash- 
ville Union,  and  bearing  date  on  the  18th  inst. 

The  circumstances  of  my  present  visit  to  Nash- 
ville are  well  known  here.  I declined  repeated 
invitations  to  attend  the  convention  holden  on  the 
17th  inst.  and  finally  yielded  to  an  unusual  appeal, 
with  which  I was  honored,  and  which  it  would  be 
difficult  for  any  man  to  resist. 

I was  called  upon  to  address  the  convention.  In 
what  terms  of  respect  and,  for  his  military  services, 
of  praise,  I spoke  of  the  distinguished  individual 
who  is  the  occasion  of  this  note  all  who  heard  me 
can  testily.  Among  the  subjects  which  I discus- 
sed, was  that  of  the  degeneracy  in  public  virtue, 
and  especially  the  delinquency  and  infidelity  in 
public  officers,  of  which  within  the  last  few  years 
we  have  had  such  lamentable  proof.  In  assigning 
the  causes  for  this  deplorable  state  of  things,  I stat- 


precedent.  That  it  was  a virtual  proclamation  to 
all  who  were  or  might  be  defaulters  that  their  infi- 
delity, in  a public  trust,  constituted  no  insuperable 
barrier  to  a promotion  to  one  of  the  highest  offices 
in  the  government.  I did  not  attribute  to  general 
Jackson  a knowledge  of  the  default.  I went  even 
so  far  as  to  say  that  he  might  not  have  reflected  upon 
the  consequences  of  the  appointment  of  an  indivi- 
dual so  situated.  I must  now  say  that,  until  gene- 
ral Jackson  otherwise  asserts,  I am  constrained  to 
believe  that  he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  a 
fact,  so  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  our  country, 
as  that  of  the  default  of  Edward  Livingston,  esq. 
attorney  of  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  New 
York,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  JeffersoD, 
to  the  amount  of  about  $100,000. 

It  was  in  the  train  of  the  same  thought  and  argu- 
ment, that  I adduced  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout to  the  office  of  collector  of  the  most  important 
port  in  the  U.  States,  as  one  of  the  most  important 
and  injurious  examples.  His  participation  in  the 
schemes  of  col.  Burr  was  a fact  of  such  universal 
noiority  that  I supposed,  and  yet  suppose,  that  no 
man  the  least  conversant  with  the  history  of  the 
country,  could  be  ignorant  of  if.  But  it  was  not 
upon  gen.  Jackson’s  knowledge  of  that  fact,  it  wa3 
upon  Xkefact  itself  that  I dwelt. 

It  is  now  said  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout was  recommended  by  citizens  of  New  York. 

I know  nothing  of  these  recommendations.  Whe- 
ther they  were  cause  or  effect — whether  they  were 
gotten  up  to  produce  or  to  give  color  and  cover  to 
the  appointments,  previously  determined  to  be 
made— their  secret  history  only  could  disclose. 
The  appointment  occasioned  general  surprise  among 
the  friends  and  foes  of  the  administration,  at  the 
time,  and  the  sequel  demonstrates  how  unwise  it 
was. 

These  topics  of  my  address  to  the  convention  on 
Monday  last,  have  been  selected  by  general  Jack- 
son  for  comment  and  animadversion.  He  was  not 
present  on  the  occasion.  He  has  made  no  applica- 
tion to  me  for  a correct  account  of  what  I actually 
said;  but  has  been  contended  to  reply  upon  “being 
informed,”  by  whom,  with  what  motives,  and  with 
what  objects,  I have  no  means  of  conjecturing. 
Whether  his  informer  may  not  be  some  friend  of  Mr. 
Van  Bnren,  who  in  the  present  desperate  state  of 
his  political  fortunes,  wishes  to  bring  the  general 
into  the  field,  and  to  turn  the  tide  of  just  indignation 
on  the  part  of  the  people  from  the  gener  al’s  protege, 
the  exhibition  of  his  name  only  would  enable  the 
public  to  decide. 

W ith  regard  to  the  insinuations,  and  gross  epi- 
thets contained  in  gen.  Jackson’s  note,  like  impo- 
tent, malevolent,  and  derogatory  from  the  dignity 
of  a man  who  has  filled  the  highest  office  in  the 
universe,  respect  for  the  public,  and  for  myself,  al- 
low me  only  to  say  that,  like  other  similar  missiles, 
they  have  fallen  harmless  at  my  feet,  exciting  no 
other  sensation  than  that  of  scorn  and  contempt. 

H.  CLAY. 

Nashville,  August  20,  1840. 


SPEECH  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

At  the  great  mass  meeting  at  Sat  atoga  on  ihet  19 th  of 
August , 1840. 

From,  the  New  York  American. 

We  are  here,  my  li  iendsTin  the~~m-idst  of  a great 
movement  of  the  people.  That  a revolution  in  pub- 
lic sentiment  on  some  important  questions  of  public 
policy  lias  begun,  and  is  in  progress,  it  is  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  conceal  and  folly  to  deny.  What  will  be 
the  extent  of  this  revolution,  what  its  immediate*TF- 


ed,  as  among  them,  the  subversion  of  the  rule  laid , fects  upon  political  men  and  political  measures — 
down  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  honesty,  capacity  and  fide-  | what  ultimate  influence  it  may  have  on  the  integri- 
lity  to  the  constitution,  and  the  substitution  for  it  ol  | ty  of  the  constitution,  and  the  permanent  prosperity 


one  founded  on  devotion  and  subserviency,  not  to 
the  country,  but  to  the  chief  of  a party.  That  per- 
sons appointed  to  office  too  often  considered  them- 
selves as  being  only  put  in  possession  of  their  legi- 
mate  share  of  the  spoils  of  victory  instead  of  feel- 
ing bound  by  the  obligations  of  a sacred  trust  con- 
fided for  the  benefit  of  the  people. — In  respect  to 
defaulters,  I referred  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Livingston, 
of  whose  attainments  as  a jurist  not  more  consis- 
tent with  truth  than  my  feelings,  I spoke  in  the 
highest  terms.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  one 
of  the  greatest  defaulters.  His  case  occttrred  under 
Mr.  Jetferson’s  administration.  The  records  both 
of  the  executive  and  judicial  departments  establish- 
ed his  default.  He  remained  a defaulter  about  a 
quarter  of  a century  if  not  more.  How  he  finally 
liquidated  the  baklnce  against  him,  and  when,  I do 
not  certainly  know,  but  I believe  it  was  by  property 
and  under  the  first  term  of  general  Jackson.  But 
whenever  and  however  it  was,  a tardy  payment  or 
composition  of  the  debt  could  not  and  did  not  ex- 
punge the  fact  of  his  original  default. 

In  arguing  from  cause  to  effect,  I contended  that 


the  appointment  of  Mr.  Livingston  was  a pernicious  1 and  a desire  for  change. 


of  the  country,  remains  to  be  seen.  Meantime,  no 
one  can  deny  that  an  extraordinary  excitement  ex- 
ists in  the  country,  such  as  has  not  been  witnessed 
for  more  than  half  a century— not  local,  not  confined 
to  any  two,  or  three,  or  ten  states,  but  pervading  the 
whole,  from  north  to  south,  and  from  east  to  west, 
with  equal  force  and  intensity.  For  an  effect  so  ge- 
neral, a cause  of  equal  extent  must  exist.  No  cause, 
local  or  partial,  can  produce  consequences  so  gene- 
ral and  universal.  In  some  parls  of  the  country, 
indeed,  local  causes  may  in  some  degree  add  to  the 
flame:  but  no  local  cause,  nor  any  number  of  local 
causes,  can  account  for  the  general  excited  state  of 
the  public  mind. 

In  portions  of  the  country  devoted  to  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  we  hear  complaints  of  want  of 
market  and  low  prices.  Yet  there  are  other  portions 
of  the  country  which  are  consumers,  ami  not  produ- 
cers of  food  and  manufactures,  and  as  purchasers, 
they  should,  it  would  seem,  be  satisfied  with  the  low 
prices  of  which  the  sellers  complain;  but  in  these 
portions  too  of  the  country,  there  is  dissatisfaction 
I and  discontent.  Every  where  there  is  complaining 
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There  are  those  who  think  this  excitement  among 
tlie  people  transitory  anil  evanescent.  I am  not  of 
that  opinion.  So  far  as  I can  judge,  attention  to  pub- 
lic affairs  among  the  people  of  the  United  States  has 
increased,  is  increasing,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  dimi- 
nished, and  this  not  in  one  part  of  the  country,  but 
ail  over.  This  certainly  is  the  fact,  if  we  may  judge 
from  recent  information.  The  breeze  of  popular  ex- 
citement is  blowing  every  where.  It  fans  the  air  in 
Alabama  and  the  Carolinas,  and  I am  of  opinion 
when  it  shall  cross  the  Potomac,  and  range  along  the 
northern  Alleghanies,  it  will  grow  stronger  and  stron- 
ger, until,  mingling  with  the  gales  of  the  empire  state 
and  the  mountain  blastsofNewEngland.it  will  blow 
a perfect  hurricane. 

There  are  those  again  who  think  these  vast  popu- 
lar meetings  are  got  up  by  effort,  but  I say  that  no 
effort  chn  get  them  up,  and  no  effort  can  keep  them 
down.  There  must  then  be  some  general  cause  that 
animates  the  whole  country.  What  is  that  cause? 
It  is  upon  this  point  I propose  to  give  my  opinion  to- 
day. I have  no  design  to  offend  any  feeling,  but  in 
perfect  plainness  to  express  my  views  to  the  vast 
multitude  assembled  here.  I know  there  are  among 
them  many  who  from  first  to  last  supported  general 
Jackson.  I know  there  are  many  who,  if  conscience 
and  patrjotism  had  permitted,  would  support  his  suc- 
cessor, and  I should  ill  repay  the  attention  with  which 
they  may  honor  me  by  any  reviling  or  denunciation. 
Again,  I come  to  play  no  part  of  oiatory  before  you. 
If  there  have  been  times  and  occasions  in  my  life 
when  I might  be  supposed  anxious  to  exhibit  myself 
in  such  a light,  that  period  has  passed,  and  this  is  not 
one  of  the  occasions.  I come  to  dictate  and  prescribe 
to  no  man.  If  my  experience,  not  now  short  in  the 
affairs  of  government,  entitle  my  opinions  to  any  re- 
spect, these  opinions  are  at  the  service  of  my  fellow 
citizens.  What  I shall  state  as  facts,  I shall  hold 
inyself  and  my  character  responsible  for;  what  I 
shall  state  as  opinions,  all  are  alike  at  liberty  to  re- 
ject or  to  receive;  asking  only  such  fair  interpreta- 
tion of  them  as  the  fairness  and  sincerity  with  which 
they  are  uttered  may  claim. 

What  then  has  excited  the  whole  land  from  Maine 
to  Georgia,  and  that  gives  us  assurance  that  w hile 
we  are  here  meeting  in  New  York  in  such  vast  num- 
bers, other  like  meetings  are  holding  throughout  all 
the  states?  That  this  cause  must  be  general  as  its 
effect  is  certain,  for  it  agitates  the  whole  country  and 
not  parts  only. 

When  that  fluid  in  the  human  system  indispensa- 
ble to  life  becomes  disordered,  corrupted  or  obstruct- 
ed in  its  circulation,  not  the  head  or  the  heart  alone 
suffer,  but  the  whole  body,  head,  heart  and  hand,  all 
the  members  and  all  the  extremities,  are  affected 
with  debility,  paralysis,  numbness  and  death.  The 
analogy  between  the  human  system  and  the  social 
and  political  system,  is  complete,  and  what  the  life 
blood  is  to  the  former,  circulation,  money,  currency 
is  to  the  latter;  and  if  that  be  disordered  or  corrupt- 
ed, paralysis  must  fall  on  the  system. 

The  original,  leading,  main  cause,  then,  of  all  our 
difficulties  and  disasters,  is  the  disordeied  state  of 
the  treasury.  This  is  perhaps  not  a perfectly  obvi- 
ous truth,  and  yet  one  susceptible  of  easy  demon- 
stration. Iu  order  to  explain  this  the  more  readily'. 
I Wish  to  bring  your  minds  to  the  consideration  of 
the  condition  and  the  vast  affairs  of  the  United  States. 
Our  country  is  not  a small  province  or  canton,  but  a 
region  extending  over  a large  and  diversified  surface, 
with  a population  of  various  conditions,  products 
and  pursuits.  It  is  in  this  variety  that  consists  its 
prosperity,  for  the  different  parts  become  useful  one 
to  the  other,  not  by  identity,  but  by  different  pro- 
duction, and  thus  each  by  interchange  contributes  to 
the  interest  of  the  other.  Hence  our  internal  trade; 
that  which  carries  on  this  exchange  of  the  ^products 
and  industry  of  the  different  portions  of  the  United 
States — is  one  of  our  most  important,  I had  almost 
said  the  most  important,  interest.  Its  operations  are 
easy  and  silent,  not  always  perceplible,  hut  diffusing 
health  and  life  throughout  the  system  by  the  inter- 
course thus  promoted  from  neighborhood  to  neigh- 
borhood, and  from  state  to  state. 

Let  me  explain  this  a little  in  detail.  You  are 
here  in  a giain  growing  state.  Your  interest,  then, 
is  to  have  consumers,  not  glowers  of  grain.  The 
hands  that  in  the  belt  of  earth  in  which  grain  best 
succeeds,  grow  wheat,  are  interested  to  find  mouths 
elsewhere  to  eat  what  they  raise.  The  manufactur- 
ers of  the  north  and  the  east  need  the  grain  of  the 
middle  states,  and  the  cottoif  of  the  south,  and  these 
in  turn  buy  the  manufactuies  of  (he  east.  Nor  is  this 
solely  matter  of  interest,  but  is  in  some  degree 
brought  about  by  the  regulation  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. Our  manufactuies  find  no  sale  in  Europe, 
and  much  of  our  grain  is  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances excluded  from  its  markets.  In  France  it  is 
never  admitted,  and  in  England  contingently  and  un- 
certainly only,  and  in  a manner  to  tantalize  rather 
than  gratify  the  American  husbandman. 


This  internal  trade,  moreover,  moves  as  it  were 
in  a circle,  and  not  directly;  the  great  imports  of  the 
country  are  made  in  New  York,  whence  they  pass 
to  the  south  and  to  the  west;  but  our  exports  are  not 
mainly  from  New  York,  but  from  the  south— the  main 
impcns  then  are  made  at  one  corner  of  the  union, 
and  the  exports  from  another.  The  same  thing  is 
true  of  other  branches  of  trade.  The  produce  of 
Ohio,  much  of  it,  descends  the  river  foNew  Orleans; 
but  Ohio  is  supplied  with  foreign  commodities  and 
domestic  fabrics  mainly  through  the  New  York  ca- 
nals', the  lakes  and  the  Ohio  canal.  The  live  stock 
of  Kentucky  goes  to  the  Carolinas,  but  Kentucky 
buys  nothing  there,  but  transmits  the  money  to  Bal- 
timore or  Philadelphia,  and  there  procures  what  she 
wants,  to  be  sent  to  her  across  the  Alleghanies. 

This  circuit  of  trade  in  a country  of  such  great 
extent  as  ours,  demands  more  than  in  any  country 
under  heaven,  a uniform  currency  for  the  whole  peo- 
ple; that  what  is  money  in  Carolina  shall  be  so  else- 
where, that  what  the  Kentucky'  drover  receives, 
what  the  planter  of  Alabama  sells  for,  what  the  la- 
borer in  New  York  gets  in  pay  for  his  work  and  car- 
ries home  to  support  his  family,  shall  be  of  ascer- 
tained and  uniform  value. 

This  is  not  the  time  nor  the  occasion  for  an  essay 
or  dissertation  on  money;  but  I mean  distinctly  to 
express  the  opinion,  that  until  the  general  govern- 
ment skall  take  in  hand  the  currency  of  the  country, 
until  that  government  shall  devise  some  means,  I say 
not  what,  of  raising  the  whole  currency  to  the  level 
of  gold  and  silver,  there  can  be  no  prosperity. 

Let  us  retrace  briefly  the  history  of  the  currency 
question  in  .this  country — a most  important  branch 
of  the  commercial  question.  I appeal  to  all  who 
have  studied  the  histoiy  of  those  times  and  of  the 
constitution,  whether  our  fathers,  in  framing  the  con- 
stitution which  should  unite  us  in  common  rights 
and  a common  glory,  had  not  also  among  their  chief 
objects,  to  provide  a uniform  system  of  currency  for 
the  whole  country.  I especially  invite  the  ingeni- 
ous youth  of  the  country  to  go  back  to  the  history 
of  Ihose  times,  and  particularly  to  the  Virginia  re- 
solutions of  1775,  and  to  the  procet  dings  of  the  con- 
vention at  Annapolis  in  the  same  y'ear,  and  they  will 
there  find  the  prevailing  argument  for  forming  a ge- 
neral government,  was  in  order  to  secure  a uniform 
system  of  currency — of  custom  house  duties,  and  a 
general  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  wdiole 
country.  It  was  no  longer  to  be  the  commerce  of 
New  York,  or  of  Massachusetts,  but  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  carried  on  under  that  star-spangled  ban- 
ner, which  borne  on  it,  and  into  every  sea,  the  glo- 
rious motto — e pluribus  ununi. 

This  being  a chief  and  cherished  object,  when  the 
first  congtess  under  the  constitution  assembled  in  N. 
York,  general  Washington  in  his  speech  naturally 
drew  their  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a uniform 
currency,  looking  probably  at  that  time  to  the  mint 
first  established  in  Philadelphia,  to  provide  that  cur- 
rency. 

I mention  Ihese  circumstances  to  show  that  the 
-differences  in  the  currencies  of  the  several  states, 
and  the  want  of  a uniform  system,  both  of  commerce 
and  currency,  being  among  the  chief  inconveni- 
ences to  be  remedied  by  the  establishment  of  the 
constitution;  the  subject  very  naturally  and  properly 
attracted  the  early  attention  of  the  president,  at  the 
first  term  of  the  first  congress. 

At  the  second  term,  the  United  States  bank  was 
established.  Without  detaining  you  by  quoting  pa- 
pers or  speeches  of  that  day,  I will  simply  refer  any 
one  curious  to  inquire  to  the  official  documents  ol 
the  time,  and  to  the  extemporaneous  expressions  of 
public  opinion  on  the  leading  measures  of  that  day, 
ior  proof,  that  w hile  one  object  of  incorporating  a 
national  bank  was,  that  it  might  occasionally  make 
loans  to  government,  and  take  charge  of  the  dis- 
bursement of  its  revenues,  another  object,  quite  as 
prominent  and  important,  was  to  furnish  a circula- 
tion— a paper  circulation — founded  on  national  re- 
sources, that  should  be  current  all  over  the  country. 
General  Washington  had  the  sagacity  to  see,  what 
indeed  minds  less  sagacious  than  his  could  not  tail 
to  perceive,  that  the  confidence  reposed  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  under  the  constitution,  and  in  George 
Washington  as  the  head  of  it,  would  impart  to  what- 
ever came  from  congress  more  authority  and  value 
than  to  any  thing  emanating  from  any  single  state. 

The  assumption  by  congress  of  the  state  debts, 
Illustrates  this  remark,  for  the  moment  the  United 
States  became  bound  tor  those  debts  and  proceeded 
to  fund  them,  they  rose  enormously  and  rapidly  in 
value. 

General  Washington  and  his  advisers  saw' that  a 
mixed  currency,  if  the  paper  had  the  mark  of  the 
union,  and  bore  on  it  the  spread  eagle — would  com- 
mand universal  confidence  throughout  the  country; 
and  the  result  pioved  the  wisdom  of  their  foresight. 
From  the  incorporation  of  the  first  bank  to  the  ex- 


piration of  its  charter,  embracing  a period  of  great 
commercial  and  political  vicissitudes,  the  currency 
of  that  bank  was  never  objected  to— it,  indeed,  sur- 
passed the  hopes  and  equalled  the  desires  of  every 
body.  The  charter  expired  ip  1811 — how  or  why, 
or  horn  w hat  state  of  parties,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
discuss — but  the  charter  expired  in  1811.  War 
with  England  was  declared  in  June,  1812.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  declaration  of  war,  all  the  banks 
south  of  New  England  stopped  payment,  and  those 
of  New  England  ceased  to  issue  notes,  and  thus,  in 
fact,  the  specie  paying  there  amounted  to  little  or 
nothing.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  condition  of 
the  currency,  which  had  become  very  much  derang- 
ed, not  improving,  Mr.  Madison  presented  the  sub- 
ject to  congress.  In  his  messages,  both  in  1814  and 
1816,  he  dwelt  earnestly  on  the  subject,  and  in  the 
latter  year  the  second  Bank  ot  the  United  States  was 
incorporated,  and  went  at  once  into  operation.  At 
its  outset,  owing  possibly  to  mismanagement — per- 
haps unavoidably — the  bank  met  with  heavy  losses 
— but  it  fulfilled  its  functions  in  providing  a curren- 
cy for  the  whole  country,  and  neither  during  the 
eight  years  of  president  Monroe’s  administration, 
nor  the  four  years  of  president  Adams’,  were  any 
complaints  on  that  score  heard.  And  now  I desire 
to  call  attention  to  a particular  fact.  There  were 
several  candidates  for  presidency  to  succeed  Mr. 
Monroe.  General  Jackson,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford and  Mr.  Clay.  None  of  them  received  a suffi- 
cient number  of  votes  from’  the  electors  to  be  chosen 
president.  General  Jackson  received  the  largest 
number  of  any — but  the  house  of  representatives 
chose  J.  Q.  Adams  president.  Fioin  that  moment 
a fierce  opposition  was  commenced  against  Mr. 
Adams’  administration.  I do  not  propose  to  discuss 
the  character  or  conduct  of  this  opposition.  The 
fact  of  its  existence  is  all  that  I have  to  do  with 
now',  and  that  from  the  inauguration,  in  March, 
1825,  to  March  182!),  an  opposition,  distinguished 
for  its  remarkable  ability,  perseverance  and  ultimate 
success,  was  carried  on  under  the  name  and  flag  of 
gen.  Jackson. 

All  other  candidates  had  disappeared.  General 
Jackson  was  the  sole  opponent — and  four  years  of 
active,  angry  political  controversy  ensued — during 
which  every  topic  of  complaint  that  could  be  drag- 
ged into  the  vortex  was  dragged  in;  and  vet — I beg 
special  attention  to  this  fad — not  once  during  this 
four  years  controversy  did  general  Jackson  himself 
—nor  any  press  in  his  interest— nor  any  of  his 
friends  in  congress  or  elsewhere,  raise  a single  voice 
against  the  condition  of  the  currency,  or^propose 
any  change  therein.  Of  the  hundreds  here,  possi- 
bly, who  supported  Jackson,  not  one  dreamed  that 
he  was  elected  to  put  down  established  institutions 
and  overthrow  the  currency  of  the  country.  Who, 
among  all  those  that  in  the  honest  convictions  of 
their  hearts,  cried  hurra  for  Jackson!  believed,  or 
expected,  or  desired,  that  he  would  interfere  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  destroy  the  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  I stand  here  upon 
the  tact,  and  defy  contradiction  from  any  quarter — 
that  there  was  no  complaint,  then,  any  where,  of 
the  bank.  There  never  was,  before,  a countivof 
equal  extent,  where  exchanges  and  circulation  were 
carried  on  so  cheaply,  so  conveniently  and  so  secure- 
ly. General  Jackson  was  inaugurated  in  March 
1829,  and  pronounced  an  address  upon  that  occa- 
sion, which  r heaid,  as  did  the  oath  he  took  to  sup- 
port the  constitution.  In  that  address  were  enu- 
merated vaiious  objects,  requiring,  as  he  said,  re- 
form—but  among  them  was  not  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales — nor  the  currency.  This  was  in 
March,  1829.  In  December,  1829,  general  Jackson 
came  out  with  the  declaration  (than  which,  none  I 
have  ever  heard,  surprised  me  more)  that  “the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  might 
be  well  questioned,”  and  that  it  had  failed  to  furnish 
a convenient  and  uniform  currency  to  the  country. 

What  produced  this  change  of  views?  Down  to 
March,  ol  the  same  year,  nothing  of  this  sort  was 
indicated  or  threatened.  What  then  indicated  the 
change?  (a  voice  from  the  crowd  said  Martin  Van 
Suren).  It  that  be  so,  immediately  rejoined  Mr. 
Webster,  it  was  the  production  of  mighty  conse- 
quences by  a cause  not  at  all  proportioned.  I will 
state,  in  connection  with,  and  in  elucidation  of,  this 
subject,  certain  transactions,  which  constitute  one 
of  those  contingencies  in  human  affairs,  where  casual 
circumstances,  acting  upon  the  peculiar  temper  and 
character,  affect  the  fate  of  nations.  A movement 
W'as  made  in  the  autumn  of  1829,  in  order  to  effect 
a change  in  certain  officers  of  the  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Mr.  Woodbury,  then  a senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  bank  at 
Philadelphia,  a request,  purporting  to  proceed  from 
merchants  and  men  of  business  of  all  parties,  asking 
the  removal  of  the  president  of  that  branch,  not  on 
political  grounds,  but  as  acceptable  and  advantage- 
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ous  to  the  business  community.  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Woodbury  addressed  a letter,  marked  confiden- 
tial, to  the  then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Ing- 
ham, suggesting  that  his  department  should,  on  po- 
litical grounds,  obtain  from  the  mother  bank  the  re- 
moval of  the  branch  president.  This  letter  was 
transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  mother  bank,  and 
reached  him  about  the  same  time  as  the  other;  so 
that,  looking  upon  this  picture  and  upon  that,  upon 
one  letter  that  urged  the  removal  on  political 
grounds,  and  on  the  other  that  denied  that  political 
consideration  entered  into  the  matter  at  all,  he  con- 
cluded to  lei  things  remain  as  they  were.  Appeals 
were  tiien  artfully  made  to  the  president.  His 
feelings  were  enlisted,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
when  he  had  an  object  in  view,  his  character  was  to 
go  ahead.  I mean  to  speak  no  evil,  nor  disrespect  of 
general  Jackson.  He  has  passed  off  the  stage  to 
his  retirement  at  the  hermitage,  which  it  would  be 
as  well,  perhaps,  that  his  friends  should  not  disturb, 
and  where  I sincerely  wish  he  may,  in  tranquillity 
pass  the  residue  of  his  days.  But,  genera!  Jack- 
son’s character  was  imperious — he  took  the  back 
track  never;  and  however  his  friends  might  differ, 
or  whether  they  concurred  or  dissented— they  were 
fain  always  to  submit.  General  Jackson  then  put 
forth  the  pretensions  that  appointments  by  the  bank 
should  have  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the  treasury;  the 
matter  was  formally  submitted  to  the  directors  of 
the  bank;  and  they  as  formally  determined  that  the 
treasury  could  not  rightfully  or  properly  have  any 
thing  to  say  in  the  matter.  A long,  and  somewhat 
angry  correspondence  ensued;  for,  gen.  Jackson 
found  in  the  president  of  the  bank  a man  who  had 
something  of  a spice  of  his  own  quality.  The  result 
was,  that  the  bank  resisted,  and  refused  the  required 
acquiescence  in  the  dictations  of  the  treasury. 

This  happened  in  October,  1829,  and  in  Decem- 
ber we  had  the  message,  in  which,  for  the  first  time, 
the  bank  was  arraigned.  Then  came  the  applica- 
tion of  the  bank  for  reincorporation,  the  passage  of 
a bill  for  that  purpose  through  both  houses,  and  the 
president’s  veto  on  it,  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  being  thus  put  down,  a multitude  of  new 
state  banks  sprang  up:  and  next  came  a law,  adopt- 
ing some  of  these  as  deposite  banks.  Now,  what  I 
have  to  say  in  regard  to  gen.  Jackson  in  this  mat- 
ter is  this:  he  said  he  could  establish  a better  cur- 
rency; and,  whether  successful  or  not  in  this,  it  is 
at  least  to  be  said  in  his  favor  and  praise,  that  he 
never  did  renounce  the  obligation  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  take  care  of  the  currency — paper  as 
well  as  metallic  of  the  people.  It  was  in  further- 
ance of  this  duty,  which  he  felt  called  on  to  dis- 
charge, of  “providing  a better  currency,”  that  he 
recommended  the  exclusion  of  small  bills.  Why? 
Because,  it  was  argued,  it  would  improve  the  gene- 
ral mixed  currency  of  the  country;  and,  although 
he  did  not  as  distinctly  as  Mr.  Madison,  recognize 
the  duty  of  the  federal  government  to  provide  a cur- 
rency for  the  people,  he  never  renounced  it,  but,  or, 
the  contrary  in  his  message  of  December,  ’35  hold 
this  explicit  language: 

“By  the  use  of  the  state  banks,  which  do  not  de- 
rive their  charters  from  the  general  government,  and 
are  not  controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  can  be  collect- 
ed and  distributed  without  loss  or  inconvenience, 
and  that  all  the  wants  of  the  community,  in  relation 
to  exchange  and  currency,  are  supplied  as  well  as 
they  have  ever  been  before.  [Message,  Dec.  2, 

1835. ] 

It  is  not  here  a question  whether  these  banks  did, 
or  not,  effect  the  purpose  which  gen.  Jackson  takes 
so  much  praise  to  himself  of  accomplishing  through 
their  agency— that  of  supplying  the  country  with  as 
good  a currency  as  they  ever  enjoyed.  But  why,  if 
this  was  not  a duty  of  the  federal  government,  is  it 
mentioned  at  all?  In  his  last  message  in  December, 

1836,  reviewing  the  benefits  (!)  of  his  experiments 
on  the  currency,  he  thus  speaks: 

“At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  it 
was  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  that  the  state  banks,  whatever  might  be  the 
regulations  of  the  treasury  department,  could  not 
make  the  transfers  required  by  the  goveinment,  or 
negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country.— 
It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic  ex- 
changes performed  through  discounts  by  the  United 
States  bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches,  were  one- 
third  less  than  those  of  the  deposite  banks  for  an 
equal  period  of  time;  and  if  a comparison  be  insti- 
tuted between  the  amounts  of  services  rendered  by 
these  institutions,  on  the  broader  bases  which  has 
been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  U.  States  bank, 
in  estimating  what  they  consider  the  domestic  ex- 
changes, the'result  will  be  still  more  favorable  to  the 
deposite  banks.” 

Here  we  have  the  distinct  assertion,  that  through 
the  state  banks,  he  had  accomplished  more  in  es- 
tablishing a good  currency  and  easy  exchanges,  than 


had  been  done  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
However  this  fact  may  be,  all  this,  I say,  amounts 
to  acknowledgment  of  the  duty  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, and  as  an  emanation  of  the  power  of  coin- 
ing money,  and  as  the  representative  of  that  metal- 
lic money,  the  exclusive  power  of  coining  which  is 
in  congress — to  provide  a uniform  currency. 

I contend  for  this  principle,  that  down  to  the  end 
of  gen.  Jackson’s  administration,  no  administration 
of  this  country  had  turned  their  back  upon  this  pow- 
er: and,  I now  proceed  to  show,  by  extracts  from 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams,  to 
which,  since  he  has  largely  referred  to  it  lately, 
there  can  be  no  unfitness  in  my  referring,  that  he, 
too,  admitted  the  obligation  of  supplying  a uniform 
currency  and  convenient  medium  0'i’exchange,  which 
he  thinks  can  be  effected  by  the  state  deposite 
banks: 

“Sincerely  believing  for  the  reasons  which  have 
just  been  stated,  that  the  public  funds  may  be  as 
safely  and  conveniently  transmitted  from  one  por- 
tion of  the  union  to  another;  that  domestic  exchange 
can  be  as  successfully  and  as  cheaply  effected,  and 
the  currency  to  be  rendered  at  least  as  sound  under 
the  existing  system,  as  those  objects  could  be  ac- 
complished by  means  of  a national  bank,  I would 
not  seek  a remedy  for  the  evils  to  which  you  allude, 
should  they  unfortunately  occur  and  through  such  a 
medium,  even  if  the  unconstitutional  objections  were 
not  in  the  way.”  [Aug.  8,  1836.] 

He  denies  not  the  duty  of  superintending  the  cur- 
rency, but  thinks  the  deposite  banks  of  the  states 
under  the  control  of  congress,  can  effect  the  pur- 
pose. This  letter  was  written  when  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  was  a candidate  for  the  presidency. 

Two  months  only  after  gen.  Jackson  had  retired, 
and  when  his  vigorous  hand  was  no  longer  there  to 
uphold  it,  the  league  of  state  banks  fell  and  crum- 
bled into  atoms;  and  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been 
only  two  months  president,  he  convoked  a special 
session  of  congress  for  the  ensuing  September.  The 
country  was  in  wide-spread  confusion — paralysed  in 
its  commerce — its  currency  utterly  deranged.  What 
was  to  be  done?  What  would  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
commend? He  could  not  go  back  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  for  he  had  committed  himself 
against  its  constitutionality;  nor  could  he,  with  any 
great  prospect  of  success,  undertake  to  reconstruct 
the  league  of  deposite  banks;  for  it  had  recently 
failed,  and  the  country  had  lost  confidence  in  it.— 
What  then  was  to  be  done?  He  could  go  neither 
backward  nor  forward.  What  did  he  do?  I mean 
not  to  speak  disrespectfully,  but  I say,  he — escaped! 
Afraid  to  touch  the  fragments  of  the  broken  banks 
— unable  to  touch  the  United  States  bank — he  fold- 
ed up  his  arms  and  said — the  government  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  providing  a currency  for  the  peo- 
ple. That  I may  do  him  no  wrong,  I will  read  his 
own  language.  His  predecessors  had  all  said,  we 
will  not  turn  our  backs  upon  this  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  provide  a uniform  currency — his  language 
is,  we  will  turn  our  backs  on  this  question.  He  pro- 
poses nothing  for  the  country,  nothing  for  the  relief 
of  commerce  or  the  regulation  of  exchanges,  but 
simply  the  means  of  getting  money  into  the  treasury 
without  loss: 

From  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  first  message. 

“It  is  not  the  province  of  government  to  aid  indi- 
viduals in  the  transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  than 
through  the  facilities  of  the  post  office  department. 
As  justly  might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the 
transportation  of  their  merchandise.” 

* * * * * * 

“If,  therefore,  1 refrain  from  suggesting  to  con- 
gress any  specific  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges 
or  the  currency — relieving  mercantile  embarrass- 
ments— or  interfering  with  the  ordinary  operations 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  it  is  from  a con- 
viction that  such  are  not  within  the  constitutional 
province  of  the  general  government,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  be  to  promote  the  real  and  perma- 
nent welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to 
aid.” 

I put  it  to  you,  my  friends,  if  this  is  a statesman’s 
argument.  You  can  transport  your  merchandise 
yourselves,  you  can  build  ships  and  make  your  own 
wagons;  but  can  you  make  a currency?  Can  you 
say  what  shall  be  money,  and  what  shall  not  be 
money — and  determine  its  value  here  and  else- 
where? Why,  it  would  be  as  reasonable  to  say,  the 
people  could  make  war  for  themselves,  as  to  say 
that  they  may  exercise  this  other,  not  less  ex- 
clusive attribute  of  sovereignty,  of  making  a cur- 
rency for  themselves.  He  insists  that  congress  has 
no  power  to  regulate  currency  or  exchanges — none 
to  mitigate  the  embarrassments  of  the  country— none 
to  relieve  its  prostrate  industry — and  even  if  the 
power  did  exist,  it  would  be  unwise,  in  his  opinion, 
to  exercise  it! 

These  are  the  doctrines  of  the  president’s  first 
message,  and  I have  no  opinion  of  it  now,  that  I did 


not  then  entertain.  I desire  not  to  appear  wise  alter 
the  event — I am  not  a prophet,  nor  the  son  of  a pro- 
phet, and  yet  I declare  when  I heard  the  declaration 
of  this  message,  and  reflected  on  its  consequence,  I 
saw,  or  thought  I saw,  all  the  suffering,  loss  and  evil 
that  is  now  before  us. 

Let  us  compare  this  declaration  with  that  of  one 
now  numbered  with  the  mighty  dead — of  one,  who 
has  left  behind  a reputation  excelled  by  that  of  no 
other  man,  as  understanding  thoroughly  the  consti- 
tution— of  one  born  and  cradled  with  it,  taking  part 
in  its  inception,  and  closing  his  public  career  by 
administering  its  highest  office — I need  Dot  name 
James  Madison. 

In  his  message  to  congress  in  December,  1815 — 
when  the  war  had  closed,  and  the  country  was  labor- 
ing under  the  disordered  cunency  of  that  period,  the 
president  thus  spoke. 

“It  is  essential  to  every  modification  of  the  finan- 
ces, that  the  benefits  of  a uniform  national  currency 
should  be  restored  to  the  community.  The  absence 
of  the  precious  metals  will,  it  is  believed,  be  a tem- 
porary evil;  but  until  they  can  again  be  rendered 
the  general  medium  of  exchange,  it  devolves  on  the 
wisdom  of  congress  to  provide  a substitute,  which 
shall  equally  engage  the  confidence,  and  accommo- 
date the  wants  of  the  citizens  throughout  the  union. 
If  the  operation  of  the  state  banks  cannot  produce 
this  result,  the  probable  operation  of  a national  bank 
will  merit  consideration,  &c.” 

At  that  session,  congress  incorporated  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  next  session,  the  presi- 
dent held  this  language,  respecting  the  currency  and 
that  bank. 

From  Mr.  Madison’s  last  message. 

“For  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large  as 
well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  treasury,  it  is  essen- 
tial, that  the  nation  should  possess  a currency  of 
equal  value,  credit  and  use,  wherever  it  may  circu- 
late. The  constitution  has  entrusted  congress  ex- 
clusively, with  the  power  of  creating  and  regulating 
a currency  of  that  description;  and  the  measures 
taken,  during  the  last  session,  in  execution  of  the 
power,  give  every  promise  of  success.  The  bank  of 
the  United  States  has  been  organized  under  auspices 
the  most  favorable,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  an  impor- 
tant auxiliary  to  those  measures.” 

How  that  sounds  now  as  an  argument  for  the 
sub-treasury!  Here  you  have  set  up,  a doctrine 
vitally  affecting  the  business  and  pursuits  of  the 
country,  fatal  to  your  families,  and  you  must  deter- 
mine for  yourselves  if  it  shall  be  the  doctrine  of  the 
country.  But  before  determining,  look  w'ell  at  the 
constitution — weigh  all  precedent — and  if  names  and 
authority  are  to  be  appealed  to,  contrast  those  of  pre- 
sident Van  Buren,  with  those  of  the  dead  Patriarch, 
whose  words  I have  just  read  to  you,  and  decide  ac- 
cordingly. 

We  have  heard  much  from  the  administration 
against  banks  and  banking  systems.  I do  not  mean 
to  discuss  that  topic — but  I will  say,  that  their 
tampering  with  the  currency,  and  course  in  relation 
to  it,  has  more  than  all  other  causes  increased  these 
banks. 

But  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  message  conlain  a fatal 
principle,  one  altogether  wrong,  the  principle  that 
the  government  has  nothing  to  do  with  providing  a 
currency  lor  the  country,  in  other  words,  propos- 
ing a separation  betwten  the  money  of  the  govern- 
ment and  <he  money  of  the  people.  This  is  the 
great  error — which  cannot  be  compromised  with — 
which  is  susceptible  of  no  amelioration,  or  modifica- 
tion, or  remedy,  but  the  caustic  which  shall  totally 
eradicate  it. 

Do  we  not  know  that  there  must  always  be  bank 
paper?  Is  there  a man  here  who  expects  that  he  or 
his  children,  or  his  children’s  children,  shall  see  the 
day  when  only  gold  coin,  glittering  through  silk 
purses,  will  be  the  currency  of  the  country,  to  the 
entiie  exclusion  of  bank  notes?  Not  one.  But  it 
is  the  neglect  of  the  government  to  perform  its  duties 
that  makes  these  bank  notes  questionable.  You  here, 
in  New  York,  have  sound  bank  paper,  redeemable 
in  coin,  and  if  you  were  surrounded  bv  a Chinese 
wall,  it  might  be  indifferent  to  you  whether  govern- 
ment looked  after  the  currency  or  not.  But  you  have 
daily  business  relations  with  Pennsylvania,  and  with 
the  west,  and  east,  and  south,  and  have  a direct  in- 
terest that  their  currency  too  shall  be  sound;  for 
otherwise  the  very  superiority  of  yours  is,  to  a cer- 
tain degree,  an  injuiy  and  loss  to  you — since  you 
pay  in  the  equivalent  of  specie  for  what  you  buy, 
and  you  sell  for  such  money  as  circulates  in  the 
states  with  which  you  deal.  But  New  York  cannot 
effect  the  general  restoration  of  the  currency,  nor 
any  one  state,  or  any  number  of  states  short  of  the 
whole — and  hence  the  duty  of  the  general  govern- 
ment to  superintend  this  interest. 

What  does  the  sub-treasury  propose?  Its  basis  is 
a separation  of  the  concerns  of  the  treasury  from 
those  of  the  people.  That  bill  piovides: 
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Sub  treasury  law. 

There  shall  be  provided  in  the  new  treasury  build- 
ing at  Washington,  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  trea- 
surer, and  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes  for  the  keep- 
ing of  the  public  moneys;  and  these  vaults  and 
safes  are  declared  to  be  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

That  the  vaults  and  safes  of  the  mint  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  shall  also 
be  places  for  the  deposite  and  safekeeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  there  shall  be  fire  proof 
vaults  and  safes  also  in  the  custom  houses  of  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  that  these  also  shall  be 
places  of  deposite. 

That  there  shall  be  a receiver  general  at  New 
York,  Charleston  and  St.  Louis.  That  the  treasurers 
of  these  mints,  and  the  receivers  general,  shall  keep 
the  public  money  without  loaning  or  using  it  until 
ordered  to  be  paid  out?  and  into  the  hands  of  these 
treasurers  and  receivers  general,  all  collectors  of 
public  money  are  to  pay  what  they  receive. 

That  the  resolutions  of  congress  of  April,  1816, 
be  so  far  altered  as  that  hereafter  of  all  duties,  taxes 
and  debts  due  and  becoming  due  to  the  United  States, 
after  June  of  this  year,  one-fourth  shall  be  paid  in 
specie;  after  June  of  next  year,  one-half;  after  June 
of  1842  three- fourth;  and  after  June  184.3,  the  whole. 
So  after  June  1843,  all  debts  due  to  the  United  States, 
whether  lor  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  pa- 
tents, postages  of  letters,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  paid 
in  gold  and  silver  only.” 

That  from  and  after  June,  1842,  every  officer  or 
agent  in  the  government,  in  making  disbursements 
or  payments  on  account  of  the  U.  States,  shall  make 
such  payments  in  gold  or  silver  coin  only. 

Receiver  general  in  New  York  to  be  paid  $4,000 
salary — the  others  each  $2,400. 

I propose  to  say  a few  words  on  these  provisions. 
In  the  first  place,  it  seems  very  awkward  to  declare 
by  law  certain  rooms  in  Washington,  and  certain 
safes  and  vaults  therein  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  We  have  been  accustomed  heretofore  to 
look  upon  the  treasury  as  a department  of  the  go- 
vernment, recognised  by  the  constitution,  which  de- 
clares that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury, except  upon  appropriations  made  in  due  course 
of  law.  It  may,  however,  be  made  a question  whe- 
ther any  thing  but  these  rooms  and  safes  at  Wash- 
ington are  not  now  withdrawn  from  the  protection 
of  the  constitution.  It  is  senseless.  It  is  absurd. 
It  is  as  if  the  legislature  of  New  York  should  de- 
clare that  certain  desks  and  tables,  in  a certain  large 
room  at  the  United  States  hotel*,  constituted  the 
court  for  the  correction  of  errors  of  the  state  of  New 
York. 

What  else  does  this  bill  do?  It  declares  there 
shall  be  certain  vaults,  and  safes,  and  rooms.  But 
it  has  not  been  for  want  of  adequate  vaults,  and  safes, 
and  rooms,  that  we  have  lost  our  money,  but  owing 
to  the  hands  to  which  we  have  trusted  the  keys.  It 
is  in  the  character  of  the  officers  and  not  in  the 
strength  of  bars  and  vaults,  that  we  must  look  for 
security  of  the  public  treasure.  What  would  be 
thought  in  private  life,  if  some  rich  merchant,  J.  J. 
Astor  for  instance,  should  determine  no  longer  to 
trust  his  money  with  banks  and  bank  directors,  who, 
nevertheless,  have  a common  interest  with  him  in 
upholding  the  credit  and  stability  of  the  currency, 
and  should  build  for  himself  certain  safes  and  vaults, 
and  having  pla'ced  his  treasures  therein  should,  of 
some  40  or  50  hungry  individuals,  who  might  apply 
for  the  office  of  treasurer,  give  the  keys  to  him  who 
would  work  the  cheapest.  You  might  not  perhaps, 
pronounce  him  insane  but  you  would  certainly  say, 
he  acted  very  unlike  J.  J.  Astor.  Now  what  is  true 
of  private  affairs  is  especially  true  of  public  afiairs, 
and  what  would  be  absurd  in  an  individual  is  not  less 
in  a government.  What  is  doing  in  Boston,  where 
I belong?  there  are  banks  there,'  respectable  specie 
paying  trust- worthy  banks,  managed  by  prudent  and 
discreet  men — and  yet  the  treasure  of  the  country  is 
withdrawn  from  the  keeping  of  those  institutions, 
with  a capital  paid  in  ot  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
locked  up  in  safes  and  vaults,  and  one  of  the  presi- 
dent’s-political  friends  from  another  state,  is  sent  for 
to  come  and  keep  the  key.  There  is  in  his  case  no 
president  to  watch  the  cashier,  no  cashier  to  watch 
the  teller,  and  no  directors  to  overlook  and  control 
all — but  the  whole  responsibility  is  vested  in  one 
man.  Do  yon  believe  that,  if  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  United  States,  following  the  example  of 
individuals,  were  to  oiler  to  receive  private  funds  in 
deposite  in  such  a safe,  and  allow  interest  on  them, 
they  would  be  entrusted  with  any?  There  are  no 

*It  may  be  necessary,  to  the  explanation  of  this  il- 
lustration, to  state,  that  the  court  of  errors  was  at  the 
time  holding  a session  at  the  United  States  hotel  at  Sa- 
ratoga. 


securities  under  this  new  system  of  keeping  the  pub- 
lic moneys  that  we  had  not  before,  w hile  many  that 
did  exist,  in  the  personal  character,  high  trusts  and 
diversified  interests  of  the  officers  and  directors  of 
banks  are  removed.  Moreover,  the  number  of  re- 
ceiving and  disbursing  officers,  is  increased,  and  in 
proportion  is  the  danger  to  the  public  treasure  in- 
creased. 

The  next  provision  is,  that  money  once  received 
into  the  treasury  is  not  to  be  loaned  out;  and  if  this 
law  is  to  be  the  law  of  the  land,  this  provision  is  not 
to  be  complained  of,  for  dangerous  indeed  would  be 
the  temptation,  and  pernicious  the  consequences,  if 
these  treasurers  were  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  loan  out 
to  favorites  and  party  associates,  the  money  drawn 
from  the  people.  Yet  the  practice  of  this  govern- 
ment hitherto  has  always  been  opposed  to  this  poli- 
cy of  locking  up  the  money  of  the  people  when  and 
while  it  is  not  required  for  the  public  service.  Until 
this  time  the  public  deposites,  like  private  deposites, 
were  used  by  the  banks  in  which  they  were  placed, 
as  some  compensation  for  the  trouble  of  safe  keep- 
ing and  in  furtherance  of  the  general  convenience. 
When,  in  183-,  general  Jackson  formed  the  league 
of  the  deposite  state  banks,  they  were  specially  di- 
rected by  Mr.  Taney,  then  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, to  Use  the  public  funds  in  discounts  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  business  of  the  country.  And 
why  should  this  not  be  so?  The  president  now 
says,  if  the  money  is  kept  in  the  banks  it  will  be 
used  up  by  them  in  discounts,  and  they  will  derive 
benefit  therefrom.  What  then?  Is  it  a sufficient 
reason  for  depriving  the  community  of  a beneficial 
measure,  because  the  banks  that  carry  it  out  will 
also  measureably  derive  some  benefit  from  it.  The 
question  is,  will  the  public  be  benefited?  and  if  this 
be  answered  affirmatively,  it  is  no  bar  to  say  that 
the  banks  will  be  too.  The  government  is  not  to 
play  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger.  The  doc- 
trine is  altogether  pernicious,  opposed  to  our  expe- 
rience, and  to  the  habits  and  business  of  the  nation. 

The  next  provision  is,  that  requiring,  alter  1843, 
all  dues  to  the  government  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver;  and  however  onerous  or  injurious  this  provi- 
sion, it  is  to  be  conceded  that  the  government  can, 
if  they  choose  enfore  it.  They  have  the  power,  and 
as  good  citizens,  we  must  submit.  But  such  a 
practice  will  be  inconvenient;  I will  say  oppressive. 
How  are  those  who  occupy  3-4ths  of  the  surface  of 
the  United  States  to  comply  with  this  provision? 
Here,  in  commercial  neighborhoods  and  in  large 
cities,  the  difficulty  will  be  less;  but  where  is  the 
man  who  is  to  take  up  lands  in  the  western  states 
to  get  specie — how  transport  it?  The  banks  around 
him  pay  none — he  gets  none  for  his  labor:  and  yet, 
oppressive  as  all  this  is,  I admit  that  the  govern- 
ment have  a right  to  pass  such  a law,  and  that  while 
it  is  a law,  it  must  be  obeyed. 

But  what  are  we  promised  as  the  equivalent  for 
all  this  inconvenience  and  oppression?  Why,  that 
the  government  in  its  turn  will  pay  its  debts  in 
specie  and  that  thus  what  it  receives  with  one  hand, 
it  will  pay  out  with  the  other — and  a metallic  circu- 
lation will  be  established.  I undertake  to  say  that 
no  greater  fallacy  than  this  was  ever  uttered;  the 
thing  is  impossible,  and  for  this  plain  reason.  The 
dues  whieh  government  collects  come  from  indivi- 
duals each  pays  for  himself.  But  it  is  far  otherwise 
with  the  disbursements  of  government.  They  do 
not  go  down  to  individuals,  and  seeking  out  the 
workmen  and  the  laborers,  pay  to  each  his  dues, 
government  pays  in  large  sums  to  large  contractors 
—and  to  these  they  pay  gold  and  silver.  But  do 
the  gold  and  silver  reach  those  whom  the  contractor 
employs?  On  the  contrary,  the  contractors  deal  as 
they  see  fit  with  those  whom  they  employ,  or  of 
whom  they  purchase.  The  army  and  navy  are  fed 
and  clothed  by  contract;  the  materials  for  your 
sumptuous  custom  houses,  your  fortifications,  for 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  for  other  public  works, 
are  all  supplied  by  contract.  Large  contractors 
flock  to  Washington  and  receive  their  tons  of  gold 
and  silver:  but  do  they  carry  it  with  them  to  Maine, 
Mississippi,  Michigan,  or  wherever  their  residence 
and  vocation  may  be?  No — not  a dollar;  but  selling 
it  for  depreciated  paper,  the  contractor  swells  his 
profits  by  this  added  premium,  and  pays  off  those  he 
owes  in  depreciated  bank  notes.  This  is  not  an 
imaginary  case.  I speak  of  what  is  in  proof.  A 
contractor  came  to  Washington  last  winter,  receiv- 
ed a draft  ot  $180,000  on  a specie  paying  bank  in 
New  York.  This  he  sold  at  10  per  cent,  premium, 
and  with  the  avails  purchased  wild-cat  money, 
with  which  he  paid  the  producer,  the  farmer,  the 
laborer.  This  is  the  operation  ot  specie  payments. 
It  gives  to  the  government  hard  money,  to  the  rich 
contractor -hard  money,  but  to  the  producer  and  la- 
borer it  gives  paper,  and  bad  paper  only;  and  yet 
thi3  system  is  recommended  as  specially  favoring 
the  poor  man,  rather  than  the  rich,  and  credit  is 
claimed  for  this  administration  as  the  poor  man’s 


friend.  Let  us  look  a little  more  nearly  at  this 
matter,  and  see  whom,  in  truth,  it  does  favor.  Who 
are  the  rich  in  this  country?  There  is  very  little 
hereditary  wealth  among  us — and  large  capitalists 
are  not  numerous.  But  some  there  are,  neverthe- 
less, who  live  on  the  interest  of  their  money,  and 
these  certainly  do  not  sutler  by  this  new  doctrine; 
for  their  revenues  are  rendered  more  valuable, 
while  the  objects  of  living  are  reduced  in  value. 
There  is  the  money  lender,  too,  who  suffers  not  by 
the  reduction  of  prices  all  around  him.  Who  else 
are  the  rich  in  this  country?  Why,  the  holders  of 
office.  He  who  has  a fixed  salary,  of  from  $2,5C'0 
to  $5,000  finds  prices  falling;  but  does  his  salary 
fall?  On  the  contrary,  three-fourths  of  that  salary 
will  now  purchase  more  than  the  whole  of  it  would 
purchase  before;  and  he  therefore,  is  not  dissatisfied 
with  this  new  law. 

There  is,  too,  another  class  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
wealthy  men,  who  have  prospered  during  the  last 
year,  and  they  have  prospered,  when  nobody  else 
prospers.  I mean  the  owners  of  shipping.  What  is 
the  reason?  Give  me  a reason.  Well,  I will  give 
you  one.  The  shipping  of  the  country  carries  on  the 
foreign  and  domestic  trade — the  larger  vessels  being 
chiefly  in  the  foreign  trade.  Now,  why  have  these 
been  successful.  I will  answer  by  an  example.  I 
live  on  (he  sea  coast  of  New  England,  and  one  of 
my  nearest  neighbors  is  the  largest  ship  owner,  pro- 
bably, in  the  United  States.  During  the  past  year  he 
has  made  what  might  suffice  for  two  or  three  for- 
tunes; and  how  has  he  made  it?  He  sends  his  ships 
to  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  to  take  freights 
of  cotton.  This  staple,  whatever  the  price  abioad, 
cannot  be  suffered  to  rot  at  home,  and  therefore  it  is 
shipped.  My  friend  tells  his  captain  to  provision  his 
ship  at  Natchez,  for  instance,  where  he  buys  flour 
and  stores  in  the  depreciated  currency  of  (hat  region, 
and  pays  for  them  by  a bill  on  Boston,  which  he  sells 
at  48  percent,  premium.  Here  at  once,  as  will  be 
seen,  he  gets  his  provision  for  half  price.  He  deli- 
vers his  freight  in  Europe,  and  gets  paid  for  it  in 
good  money.  The  disordered  currency  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  he  belongs  does  not  follow  nor  afflict  him 
abroad.  He  gets  his  freight  in  good  money,  places 
it  in  the  hands  of  his  owner’s  banker,  who  again 
draws  at  a premium  for  it.  The  ship  owners,  then, 
makes  money,  when  all  others  are  suffering,  because 
he  can  escape  from  the  influence  of  the  bad  laws  and 
bad  currency  of  his  own  country.  Now,  I will  con- 
trast the  story  of  this  neighbor  with  that  of  another 
of  my  neighbors,  not  rich.  He  is  a New  England 
mechanic,  hard  working,  sober  and  intelligent — a 
tool  maker  by  trade,  who  wields  his  own  sledge 
hammer.  His  particular  business  is  the  making  of 
augers  for  the  south  and  southwest.  He  has  for 
years  employed  many  hands,  and  been  the  support 
thereby,  of  many  families  around  him — himself, 
meanwhile,  moderately  prosperous  until  these  evil 
times  came  on.  Yearly,  however,  for  some  years, 
he  has  been  going  backwards — not  less  industrious — 
not  less  frugal — he  has  yet  found,  that,  however  appa- 
rently good  the  prices  he  might  receive  at  the  south 
and  southwest  for  his  tools,  the  cost  of  converting 
those  funds  into  funds  current  in  New  England  was 
ruinous.  He  has  persevered,  however,  always  hoping 
for  some  change  for  the  better,  and  contracting  gra- 
dually the  circle  of  his  work  and  the  number  of  his 
workmen,  until  at  length,  the  little  earnings  of  the 
past  wasted,  and  the  condition  of  the  currency  be- 
coming worse  and  worse,  he  is  reduced  to  bankrupt- 
cy; and  he  and  the  twenty  families  that  he  had  sup- 
ported are  beggared  by  no  fault  of  their  ow  n.  What 
was  his  difficulty?  He  could  not  escape  from  the 
evils  of  bad  laws  and  bad  currency  at  home;  and 
while  his  rich  neighbor,  who  could,  and  did,  is  made 
richer  by  these  very  causes,  he,  the  honest  and  in- 
dustrious mechanic,  is  crushed  to  the  earth;  and  yet 
we  are  told  this  is  a system  for  promoting  the  inte- 
rests of  the  poor. 

This  leads  me  naturally  to  the  subject  of  Ameri- 
can labor,  which  has  hardly  been  considered  or  dis- 
cussed as  carefully  as  it  deserves.  What  is  Ameri- 
can labor ? It  is  best  described  by  saying,  it  is  not 
European  labor.  Nine-tenths  of  the  whole  labor  of 
this  country  is  performed  by  those  who  cultivate  the 
land  they  or  their  fathers  own,  or  who  in  their  work- 
shops employ  some  little  capital  of  their  own,  and 
mix  it  up  with  their  labor.  Where  does  this  exist 
elsewhere?  Look  at  the  different  departments  of 
industry,  whether  agricultural,  manufacturing  or 
mechanical,  and  you  will  find  that  in  all,  the  laborers 
mix  up  some  little  capital  with  the  works  of  their 
hands.  The  laborer  of  the  United  States — strike 
out  the  laborers  of  the  United  States,  including  there- 
in all  who  in  some  way  or  other  belong  to  the  indus- 
trious and  working  classes  and  you  reduce  the  po- 
pulation of  the  United  States  from  sixteen  millions 
to  one  million.  The  American  laborer  is  expected 
to  have  a comfortable  home,  decent,  though  frugal 
living,  to  clothe  and  educate  his  children,  to  qualify 
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them  to  take  part,  as  all  are  called  to  do,  in  the  po- 
litical affairs  and  government  of  their  country.  Can 
this  be  said  of  any  European  laborer?  Does  he  take 
any  share  in  the  government  of  his  country,  or  feel 
it  an  obligation  to  educate  his  children?  There  nine- 
tenths  of  the  laborers  have  nointerest  in  the  soil  they 
cultivate  nor  in  the  fabrics  they  produce;  no  hope 
under  any  circumstances  of  raising  themselves,  or  of 
raising  their  children  above  the  condition  of  a day 
laborer  at  wages,  and  only  know  the  government 
under  which  they  live,  by  the  sense  of  its  oppressions, 
which  they  have  no  voice  in  mitigating. 

To  compare  such  a state  of  labor  with  the  labor  of 
this  country,  or  to  reason  from  that  to  ours,  is  pre- 
posterous. And  yet  the  doctrine  now  is,  not  of  in- 1 
dividuais  only — but  of  the  administration,  that  the 
wage's  of  American  labor  must  be  brought  down  to 
the  level  of  those  of  Europe. 

I have  said  this  is  not  the  doctrine  of  a few  indi- 
duals, and  on  that  head  I think  injustice  has  been 
done  to  a senator  from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  been 
made  to  bear  a large  share  of  the  responsibility  of 
suggesting  such  a policy.  If  I mistake  not,  the  same 

idea  is  thrown  out  in  the  president’s  message  of , 

and  in  the  treasury  report.  Hear  what  Mr.  Wood- 
bury savs:  ' 

“Should  the  states  not  speedily  suspend  more  of 
their  undertaking  which  are  unproductive,  but  by 
new  loans,  or  otherwise,  find  means  to  employ  ar- 
mies of  laborers,  in  consuming,  rather  than  raising 
crops,  and  should  prices  thus  continue  in  many  cases 
to  be  unnaturally  inflated,  as  they  have  been  of  late 
years,  in  the  face  of  a contracting  currency,  the  ef- 
fect of  it  on  our  finances  would  be  still  more  to  les- 
son exports,  and,  consequently,  the  prosperity  and 
revenue  of  our  foreign  trade.” 

He  is  for  turning  off  from  the  public  works  these 
“armies  Of  laborers”  who  consume  without  produc- 
ing crops,  and  thus  bring  down  prices,  both  of  crops 
and  labor.  Diminish  the  mouths  that  consume,  and 
multiply  the  arms  that  produce,  and  you  have  the 
treasury  prescription  for  mitigating  distress  and  rais- 
in0' prices!  How  would  that  operate  in  this  great 
state?  You  have,  perhaps,  some  15,000  men  em- 
ployed on  your  public  works — works  of  the  kind 
that  the  secretary  calls  “unproductive” — and  even 
with  such  a demand  as  they  must  produce  for  provi- 
sions, prices  are  very  low.  The  secretary ’s  remedy 
is  to  set  them  to  raise  provisions  themselves,  and 
thus  augment  the  supply  while  they  diminish  the 
demand.  In  this  way  the  wages  of  labor  are  to  be 
reduced,  as  well  as  the  prices  of  agricultural  produc- 
tions. But  this  is  not  all.  I have  in  my  hand  an 
extract  from  a speech  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, of  a gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  Mr. 
Burke,  a zealous  supporter  of  the  administration, 
who  maintains  that  other  things  being  reduced 
in  proportion,  you  may  reduce  the  wages  of  labor, 
without  evil  consequences.  And  where  does  he 
seek  his  example?  In  the  Mediterranean.  He 
fixes  himself  upon  Corsica  and  Sardinia.  But  what 
is  the  Corsican  laborer,  that  he  should  be  the  model 
upon  which  American  labor  is  to  be  formed?  Does 
he  know  any  thing  himself?  Has  he  any  education 
or  does  he  give  any  to  his  children?  Has  he  a home, 
a freehold,  and  the  comforts  of  life  around  him?  No. 
With  a crust  of  bread  and  a handful  of  olives,  his 
daily  wants  are  satisfied.  And  yet  from  such  a state 
of  society  the  laborer  of  New  England,  the  laborer 
of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  taught  submission  to 
low  wages.  The  extract  before  me  state  that  the 
wages  of  Corsica  are: 

“For  the  male  laborer,  24  cents  a day. 

“And  the  female  do.  11  cents  do.” 

And  the  honorable  gentleman  argues  that,  owing 
to  the  greater  cheapness  of  other  articles,  this  is  re- 
latively as  much  as  the  American  laborer  gets,  and 
he  illustrates  the  fact  by  this  bill  of  clothing  lor  a 
Corsican  laborer: 


Jacket, 

lasting 

24 

months, 

8 francs. 

Cap, 

do. 

24 

do. 

2 do. 

Waistcoat, 

do.' 

36 

do. 

4 do. 

Pantaloons, 

do. 

18 

do. 

5 do. 

Shirt, 

do. 

12 

do. 

3 do. 

Pair  of  shoes, 

, do. 

6 

do. 

6 do. 

28  francs. 

Now  what  say  you,  my  friends — what  will  the 
farmer  ot  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  New 
England  say,  to  the  idea  of  walking  on  Sunday  to 
church  at  the  head  of  his  family,  in  his  jacket  two 
yeas  old?  What  will  the  young  man  say,  when,  his 
work  ended,  he  desires  to  visit  the  families  of  his 
neighbors,  to  the  one  pair  of  pantaloons,  not  quite 
2 years  old  indeed,  but,  as  the  farmers  say  of  a colt, 
corning  two  next  grass,  and  which  for  18  months 
have  done  yeoman’s  service?  Away  with  it  all — 
away  with  this  plan  for  humbling  and  degrading  the 
free,  intelligent,  well  educated,  and  weli  paid  labor 
of  the  United  States  to  the  level  of  the  almost  brute 
labor  of  Europe. 


There  is  not  much  danger  that  schemes  and  doc- 
trines, such  as  these,  shall  find  favor  with  the  people. 
They  understand  their  own  interest  too  well  lor  that. 
Gentlemen,  I am  a farmer,  on  the  sea  shore,  anti 
have,  of  course,  occasion  to  employ  some  degree  of 
agricultural  labor.  I am  sometimes  also  rowed  out 
to  sea,  being,  like  other  New  Englanumen,  fond  of 
occasionally  catching  a fish,  and  finding  health  and 
recreation  in  warm  weather,  from  the  air  of  the 
ocean.  For  the  few  months  during  which  I am  able 
to  enjoy  this  retreat  from  labor,  public  or  profession- 
al, I do  not  often  trouble  my  neighbors,  or  they  me, 
with  conversation  on  politics.  It  happened,  how- 
ever, about  three  weeks  ago,  that  on  such  an  excur- 
sion as  I have  mentioned,  with  one  man  only  with 
me,  I mentioned  this  doctrine  of  the  reduction  of 
prices,  and  asked  his  opinion  of  it. 

He  said  he  did  not  like  it.  I replied,  the  wages 
of  labor,  it  is  true,  are  reduced;  but  then  flour  and 
beef,  and  perhaps  clothing,  all  of  which  you  buy, 
are  reduced  also.  What,  then,  can  be  your  objec- 
tions? Why,  said  he,  it  is  true  that  flour  is  now  low; 
but  then  it  is  an  article  that  may  rise  suddenly,  by 
means  of  a scanty  crop,  in  England,  or  at  home;  and 
if  it  should  rise  from  five  dollars  to  ten,  I am  not 
certain  that  it  would  fetch  the  price  of  my  labor  up 
with  it.  But  while  wages  are  high,  then  I am  safe, 
and  if  produce  chances  to  fall  so  much  the  better  for 
me.  But  there  is  another  thing.  I have  but  one 
thing  to  sell,  that  is  my  labor;  but  I must  buy  many 
things — not  only  flour,  and  meat  and  clothing,  but 
also  some  articles  that  come  from  other  countries;  a 
little  sugar,  a little  coffee,  a little  tea,  a little  ot  the 
common  spices  and  such  like. 

Now,  I do  not  see  how  these  foreign  articles  will 
be  brought  down,  by  reducing  wages  at  home;  and 
before  the  price  is  brought  down  of  the  only  thing  I 
have  to  sell,  I want  to  be  sure  that  the  prices  will 
fall,  also,  not  of  a part,  but  of  ail  the  tilings  which  I 
must  buy. 

Now,  gentlemen,  though  he  will  be  astonished,  or 
amused,  that  I should  tell  the  story,  before  such  a 
vast  and  respectable  assemblage  as  this,  I will  place 
this  argument  of  Seth  Peterson,  sometimes  farmer 
and  sometimes  fisherman  on  the  coast  of  Massachu- 
setts, stated  to  me  while  pulling  an  oar  with  each 
hand,  and  with  the  sleeves  of  his  red  shirt  rolled  up 
above  his  elbows,  against  the  arguments,  the  theo- 
ries, and  the  speeches  of  the  administration  and  all 
its  friends,  in  or  out  of  congress,  and  take  the  ver- 
dict of  the  country,  and  oh  the  civilized  world,  whe- 
ther he  has  not  the  best  side  of  the  question. 

Since  I have  adverted  to  this  conversation,  gentle- 
men, allow  me  to  say,  that  this  neighbor  of  mine  is 
a man  of  fifty,  one  of  the  several  sons  of  a poor  man; 
that  by  his  labor  he  has  obtained  some  few  acres,  his 
own  unincumbered  freehold,  has  a comfortable  dwel- 
ling, and  plenty  of  the  poor  man’s  blessings.  Of 
these,  I have  known  six,  decently  and  cleanly  clad, 
each  with  the  book,  the  slate,  and  the  map,  proper 
to  its  age,  all  going  at  the  same  time  daily  to  enjoy 
the  blessing  of  that  which  is  the  great  glory  of  New 
England,  the  common  free  school.  Who  can  con- 
template this,  and  thousands  of  other  cases  like  it, 
not  as  pictures,  but  as  common  facts,  without  feeling 
how  much  our  free  institutions,  and  the  policy  hith- 
erto pursued  have  done  for  the  comfort  and  happi- 
ness of  the  great  mass  of  our  citizens?  Where  in 
Europe,  where  in  any  part  of  the  world  out  of  our 
country,  shall  we  find  labor  thus  rewarded  and  the 
general  condition  of  the  people  so  good?  Nowhere. 
No  where!  Away,  then,  with  the  injustice  and  the 
folly  of  reducing  the  cost  of  productions  with  us,  to 
what  is  called  the  common  standard  of  the  world. — 
Away,  then,  away  at  once  and  forever,  with  the  mi- 
serable policy,  which  would  bring  the  condition  of 
a laborer  in  the  United  States,  to  that  of  a laborer  in 
Russia,  or  Sweeden,  in  France  or  Germany,  in  Italy 
or  Corsica.  Instead  of  following  these  examples,  let 
us  hold  up  our  own,  which  all  nations  may  well  envy, 
and  which,  unhappily,  in  most  parts  of  the  earth  it  is 
easier  to  envy  than  to  imitate. 

But  it  is  the  cry  and  effort  of  the  times  to  stimu- 
late those  who  are  called  poor,  against  those  who  are 
called  rich:  and  yet  among  those  who  urge  this  cry 
and  seek  to  profit  by  if,  there  is  betrayed  sometimes 
an  oc -asional  sneer  at  whatever  savors  of  humble 
life.  Witness  the  reproach  against  a candidate  now 
before  the  people  for  their  highest  honors,  that  a log 
cabin,  with  plenty  of  hard  cider,  is  good  enough  for 
him. 

It  appears  to  some  persons,  that  a great  deal  loo 
much  use  is  made  of  the  symbol  of  the  log  cabin. — 
No  man  of  sense  supposes,  certainly,  that  the  having 
lived  in  a log  cabin  is  ahy  furlher  proof  of  quali- 
fication lor  the  presidency,  than  as  it  creates  a pre- 
sumption, that  any  one,,  who  from  humble  condi- 
tion, or  under  unfavorable  circumstances,  has  been 
able  to  attract  a considerable  degree  of  public  atten- 
tion, is  possessed  of  reputable  qualities,  moral  and 
intellectual. 


But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  this  matter  of 
the  log  cabin  originated,  not  with  the  friends  of  the 
whig  candidate,  but  with  his  enemies.  Soon  after 
his  nomination  at  Harrisburg,  a writer  for  one  of 
the  leading  administration  papers  spoke  of  this 
“log-cabin,”  and  his  use  of  “hard  cider,”  by  way 
of  sneer  and  reproach.  As  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, for  pretenders  are  geneially  false,  his  taunt 
at  humble  life  proceeded  from  the  party  which 
claims  for  itself  the  character  of  the  purest  demo- 
cracy. The  whole  party  appeared  to  enjoy  it,  or  at 
least  they  countenanced  it,  by  silent  acquiescence; 
for  I do  not  know  that,  to  this  day,  any  eminent  indi- 
vidual, or  any  leading  newspaper,  attached  to  the 
administration,  has  rebuked  this  scornful  jeering  at 
the  supposed  humble  condition  or  circumstances  in 
life,  past  or  present,  of  a worthy  man  and  a war 
worn  soldier.  But  it  touched  a tender  point  in  the 
public  feeling.  It  naturally  roused  indignation. — 
What  was  intended  as  reproach,  was  immediately 
seized  on,  as  merit.  “Be  it  so — be  it  so,”  was  the 
instant  burst  of  the  public  voice.  “Let  him  be  the 
log  cabin  candidate.  What  you  say  in  scorn,  we 
will  shout  with  all  our  lungs;  from  this  day,  we 
have  our  cry  of  rally,  and  we  shall  see  whether  he, 
who  has  dwelt  in  one  of  the  rude  abodes  of  the 
west;  may  not  become  the  best  house  in  the  coun- 
try.” 

All  this  is  natural,  and  springs  from  sources  of 
just  feeling.  Other  things,  gentlemen,  have  had  a 
similar  origin.  We  all  know  that  the  terra  “whig,” 
was  bestowed  in  derision,  two  hundred  years  ago, 
on  those  who  were  thought  too  fond  of  liberty;  and 
our  national  air  of  Yankee  doodle  was  composed  by 
British  officers,  in  ridicule  of  the  American  troops. 
Yet,  ere  long,  the  last  of  the  British  armies  laid 
down  its  arms  at  Yorktowm,  while  this  same  air 
was  playing  in  the  ears  of  officers  and  men.  Gen- 
tlemen, it  is  only  shallow-minded  pretenders,  wbo 
either  make  distinguished  origin  matter  of  personal 
merit,  or  obscure  origin  matter  of  personal  re- 
proach. Taunt  and  scoffing  at  the  humble  con- 
dition of  early  life,  affect  nobody  in  this  country, 
but  those  who  are  foolish  enough  to  indulge  in  them, 
and  they  are  generally  sufficiently  punished  by  pub- 
lic rebuke.  A man  who  is  not  ashamed  of  himself, 
need  not  be  ashamed  of  his  early  condition. 

Gentlemen,  it  did  not  happen  to  me  to  be  born  in 
a log  cabin;  but  my  elder  brothers  and  sisters  were 
born  in  a log  cabin,  raised  amid  the  snow-drifts  of 
New  Hampshire,  at  a period  so  early  as  that  when 
the  smoke  first  rose  from  its  rude  chimney  and  curl- 
ed over  the  frozen  hills,  there  was  no  similar  evi- 
dence of  a white  man’s  habitation  between  it  and 
the  settlements  on  the  rivers  of  Canada.  Its  re- 
mains still  exist.  I make  to  it  an  annual  visit.  I 
carry  my  children  to  it,  to  inspire  like  sentiments  in 
them,  and  to  teach  them  the  hardships  endured  by 
the  generations  which  have  gone  before  them.  I 
love  to  dwell  on  the  tender  recollections,  the  kin- 
dred lies,  the  early  affections,  and  the  touching  nar- 
ratives and  incidents,  which  mingle  with  all  I know 
of  this  humble,  primitive  family  abode.  I weep  to 
think  that  none  of  those  who  inhabited  it  are  now 
among  the  living;  and  if  ever  I am  ashamed  of  it, 
or  if  I ever  fail  in  affectionate  veneration  formal 
who  reared  it,  and  defended  it  against  savage  vio- 
lence and  destruction,  cherished  all  the  domestic 
virtues  beneath  its  roof,  and,  through  the  fire  and 
blood  of  a seven  years’  revolutionary  war,  shrunk 
from  no  danger,  no  toil,  no  sacrifice,  to  serve  his 
country,  and  to  raise  his  children  to  a condition  bet- 
ter than  his  own,  may  my  name,  and  the  name  of 
my  posterity,  be  blotted  for  ever  from  the  memory 
of  mankind! 

[Mr.  Webster  then  reviewed  the  expenditures  of 
the  government,  but  just  at  the  lastmoment,  we  find 
with  regret  that  the  sheet  containing  this  portion  of 
the  speech  has  been  mislaid  or  lost.  We  supply 
therefore  from  memory,  a very  brief,  and  we  are 
aware,  a very  inadequate  outline  of  the  argument]. 

The  expenditures  of  this  administration  have  been 
eminently  wasteful  and  extravagant.  Over  and 
above  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  country,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  has  spent  more  than  twenty  millions  that 
reached  the  treasury  from  other  sources.  I specify: 
Reserved  under  the  deposite  act,  $6,000,000 

4th  instalment  of  surplus  kept  back,  9,000,000 

Payment  by  the  Bank  of  United  States 

on  its  bonds,  5,000,000 


$20,000,000 

Biit  ever  this  has  been  found  insufficient  for  the 
prodigality  of  the  administration,  and  we  had  not 
been  long  assembled  in  congress  before  a demand 
was  made  upon  it,  notwithstanding  the  flattering  re- 
presentations of  the  message  and  the  treasury  re- 
port, for  authority  to  issue  five  millions  more  of  trea- 
sury notes;  and  this,  we  were  assured,  if  congress 
would  only  keep  within  the  estimates  submitted  by 
the  departments,  would  be  ample.  Congress  did 
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keep  within  the  estimates;  and  yet.  before  we  broke 
up,  intimations  came  from  the  treasury  that  they 
must  have  authority  to  borrow,  or  issue  treasury 
notes  for  four  and  a half  millions  more. 

This  time  even  the  friends  of  the  administration 
demurred,  and  finally  refused  to  grant  this  new  aid, 
— and  what  then  was  the  alternative?  Why,  after 
having  voted  appropriations  for  the  various  branches 
of  the  public  service,  all  within  the  estimates,  and 
all  of  which  they  were  told,  were  indispensable, 
they  conferred  bn  the  president,  by  a special  sec- 
tion, authority  to  withhold  these  appropriations  from 
such  objects  as  he  pleased,  and  to  select  at  his  dis- 
cretion the  objects  upon  which  money  should  be 
expended.  Entiie  authority  was  thus  given  to  tile- 
president  over  all  these  expenditures,  in  direct  con- 
travention of  that  provision  of  the  constitution  for- 
bidding all  expenditure,  except  by  virtue  of  appro- 
priations— which  if  it  mean  any  thing,  must  mean 
the  specification  of  distinct  sums  for  distinct  pur- 
poses. 

In  this  way,  then,  it  is  proposed  to  keep  back 
from  indispensable  works  four  and  a half  millions, 
which  are,  nevertheless,  appropriated,  and  which, 
with  the  five  millions  of  treasury  notes  already  is 
sued,  will  constitute  a debt  of  from  nine  to  ten  mil- 
lions. 

So,  then,  when  general  Harrison  shall  succeed,  in 
March  next,  to  the  presidential  chair,  all  that  he 
will  inherit  from  bis  predecessors — besides  their 
brilliant  example — will  be  these  treasury  vaults  and 
safes,  without  a dollar  in  them,  and  a debt  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  whole  revenue  policy  of  this  administration 
has  been  founded  in  error.  While  duties  are  laid 
on  articles  of  daily  use  and  necessity,  articles  of 
luxury  are  admitted  free  of  duty.  Look  at  the  cus- 
tom house  returns,  #20,000,000  worth  of  silks  im- 
ported in  one  year,  free  of  duty,  and  other  articles 
of  luxury  in  proportion,  that  should  be  made  to  con- 
tribute to  the  revenue. 

We  have,  in  my  judgment,  imported  excessively, 
and  yet  the  president  urges  it  as  an  objection  to 
works  of  public  improvement,  to  rail  roads  and  ca- 
nals, that  they  diminish  our  importations,  and  there- 
by interfere  with  the  comforts  of  the  people.  His 
message  says: 

“Our  people  will  not  long  be  insensible  to  the 
extent  of  the  burdens  entailed  upon  them  by  the 
false  system  that  has  been  operating  on  their  san- 
guine, energetic  and  industrious  character;  nor  to 
the  means  necessary  to  extricate  themselves  from 
these  embarrassments.  The  weight  which  presses 
upon  a large  portion  of  the  people,  and  the  states,  is 
an  enormous  debt,  loreign  and  domestic.  The  fo- 
reign debt  of  our  states,  corporations  and  men  of  bu- 
siness can  scarcely  be  less  than  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  requiring  more  than  ten  millions  of 
dollars  a year  to  pay  the  interest.  This  sum  has  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  exports  of  the  country,  and  must 
of  necessity  cut  oil  imports  to  that  extent,  or  plunge 
the  country  more  deeply  in  debt  from  year  to  year. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  increase  of  this  foreign  debt 
must  augment  the  annual  demand  on  the  exports  to 
pay  the  interest,  and  to  the  same  extent  diminish  the 
imports;  and  in  proportion  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  foreign  debt,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  in- 
terest must  be  the  decrease  of  the  import  trade.  In 
lieu  of  the  comforts  which  it  now  brings  us,  we 
might  have  one  gigantic  banking  institution,  and 
splendid,  but  in  many  instances  profitless,  rail  roads 
and  canals,  absorbing  to  a great  extent,  in  interest 
upon  the  capital  borrowed  to  construct  them,  the 
surplus  fruits  of  national  industry  for  years  to  come, 
and  securing  to  posterity  no  adequate  return  for  the 
comforts  which  the  labois  of  their  hands  might 
otherwise  have  secured 

What  are  these  comforts  that  we  are  to  get  so 
much  more  of,  if  we  will  only  s topi  our  rail  roads 
and  canals?  Foreign  goods,  loss  of  employment  at 
home  or  European  wages,  and  lastly  direct  taxa- 
tion. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  south,  of  that  nul- 
lifying state  rights’  party  that  has  absorbed  the 
administration,  or  been  absorbed  by  it,  comes  bold- 
ly out  with  the  declaration  that  the  period  is  ar- 
rived for  a direct  tax  on  land;  and  among  the  rea- 
sons assigned  for  this  project  is  this  one,  that  it  will 
bring  the  north  to  the  grindstone.  We  shall  see, 
before  this  contest  is  over,  who  will  be  the  parties 
ground,  and  who  the  grinders.  It  is,  however,  but 
just  to  add,  that  thus  far,  this  is  only  an  expression 
of  individual  opinion,  and  I do  not  charge  it  to  be 
otherwise. 

1 had  proposed  to  say  something  of  the  militia 
bill,  but  it  is  already  so  late  that  I must  forego  this 
topic.  (No,  no — go  on,  go  on — from  the  crowd.) 

Mr.  Webster  resumed  and  briefly  analyzed  the 
bill. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  be 
did  not  go  largely  into  the  discussion.  He  did  not, 


he  said,  mean  to  charge  Mr.  Van  Buren  with  any 
purpose  to  play  the  part  of  a Caesar  or  a Cromwell, 
but  he  did  say  that  in  his  judgment,  the  plan  as  re- 
commended by  the  president  in  his  message,  and 
of  which  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  war 
accompanying  the  message  developed  the  leading 
features,  would,  if  carried  into  operation,  be  ex- 
pensive, burdensome,  in  derogation  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  dangerous  to  our  liberties.  Mr.  W.  re- 
ferred rapidly  to  the  president’s  recent  letter  to 
some  gentleman  in  Virginia,  endeavoring  to  excul- 
pate himself  for  the  recommendation  in  the  mes- 
sage, by  endeavoring  to  show  a difference  between 
the  plan  then  so  strongly  recommended,  and  that 
submitted  in  detail  some  months  afterwards  by  the 
secretary  of  war  to  congress.  Mr.  W.  pronounc- 
ed this  attempt  wholly  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  say — I have  now  frank- 
ly stated  my  opinions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  pre- 
sent excitement,  and  have  answered  the  question 
I propounded  as  to  the  causes  of  the  revolution  in 
public  sentiment  now  in  progress.  Will  this  revo- 
lution succeed?  Does  it  move  the  masses,  or  is  it 
an  ebulition  merely  on  the  surface?  And  who  is  it 
that  opposes  the  change  which  seems  to  be  going 
forward?  (Here  some  one  in  the  crowd  cried  out, 
“none  hardly  but  the  office-holders  oppose  it.”)  Mr. 
Webster  continued — I hear  one  say  that  the  office- 
holders oppose  it,  and  that  is  true.  If  they  were 
quiet,  in  my  opinion,  a change  would  take  place, 
almost  by  common  consent.  I have  heard  of  an 
anecdote,  perhaps  hardly  suited  to  the  sobriety  and 
dignity  of  this  occasion,  but  which  confirms  the 
answer  which  my  friend  in  the  crowd  has  given 
to  my  question.  It  happened  to  a farmer’s  son, 
that  his  load  of  hay  was  blown  over  by  a sudden 
gust  on  an  exposed  plane.  Those  near  him,  see- 
ing him  manifest  a degree  of  distress,  which  such 
an  accident  would  not  usually  occasion,  asked  him 
the  reason,  he  said  he  should  not  take  on  so  much 
about  it,  only  father  was  under  the  load.  I think  it 
very  probable,  gentlemen,  that  there  are  many  now 
very  active  ami  zealous  friends,  who  would  not 
care  much  whether  the  wagon  of  the  administration 
were  blown  over  or  not,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fear 
that  father,  or  son,  or  uncle  or  brother,  might  be 
found  under  the  load.  Indeed  it  is  remarkable  how 
fervently  the  fire  of  patriotism  glows  in  the  breasts 
of  the  holders  of  office.  A thousand  favored  con- 
tractors fear  lest  the  proposed  change  should  put  the 
interests  of  the  public  in  great  danger.  Ten  thou- 
sand post  offices,  moved  by  the  same  apprehension, 
join  in  the  cry  of  alarm,  while  a perfect  earth- 
quake of  disinterested  remonstrances  proceeds  from 
the  custom  houses.  Patronage  and  favoritism  trem- 
ble and  quake  through  every  limb,  and  every  nerve, 
lest  the  people  should  be  found  in  favor  of  a change, 
which  might  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country, 
or  at  least  break  down  its  present  eminent  and  dis- 
tinguished prosperity,  by  abandoning  the  measures 
so  wise,  so  beneficent,  so  successful,  and  so  popu- 
lar, which  the  present  administration  has  pursued! 

Fellow-citizens,  we  have  all  sober  and  important 
duties  to  perform.  I have  not  addressed  you  to-day 
for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  a premature  note  of 
triumph,  or  raising  a shout  for  anticipated  victories. 
We  are  in  the  controversy,  not  through  it.  It  is 
our  duty  to  spare  no  pains  to  circulate  information, 
and  to  spread  the  truth  far  and  wide.  Let  us  per- 
suade those  who  differ  from  us,  if  we  can,  to  hear 
both  sides.  Let  us  remind  them  that  we  are  all 
embarked  together,  with  a common  interest  and  a 
common  fate;  and  let  us  without  rebuke  or  unkind- 
ness, beseech  them  to  consider  what  the  good  of 
the  whole  requires,  what  is  best  for  them  and  for  us. 
There  are  two  causes,  which  keep  back  thousands 
of  honest  men  Irom  joining  those  who  wish  for  a 
change. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  fear  of  reproach  from 
former  associates,  and  the  pain  which  party  denun. 
ciation  is  capable  of  inflicting.  But,  surely,  the 
manliness  of  the  American  character  is  superior  to 
this! — Surely,  no  American  citizen  will  feel  himself 
chained  to  the  wheels  of  any  party,  nor  bound  to 
follow  it,  against  his  conscience,  and  his  sense  of 
the  interest  of. the  country.  Resolution  and  deci- 
sion ought  to  dissipate  such  restraints,  and  to  leave 
men  free  at  once  to  act  upon  their  own  convictions. 
Unless  this  can  be  done,  party  has  entailed  upon  us 
a miserable  slavery,  by  compelling  us  to  act  against 
our  consciences,  on  questions  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. 

The  other  cause  is  the  constant  cry  that  the  par- 
ty of  the  administration  is  the  true  democratic  par- 
ty, or  the  more  popular  party,  in  the  government, 
and  in  the  country.  The  falsity  of  this  claim  has 
not  been  sufficiently  exposed.  It  should  have  been 
met,  and  should  be  now  met,  not  only  by  denial, 
but  by  proof.  If  they  mean  the  new  democracy, 
the  cry  against  credit,  against  industry,  against  la- 
bor, against  a man’s  right  to  leave  his  own  earnings 


to  his  own  children — why,  then,  doubtless,  they 
are  right;  all  this  sort  of  democracy  is  theirs.  But 
if  by  democracy  they  mean  a conscientious  and 
stern  adherence  to  the  true  popular  principles  of  the 
constitution  and  the  government,  then  I think  they 
have  very  little  claim  to  it.  Is  the  augmentation  of 
executive  power  a democratic  principle?  Is  the 
separation  of  the  currency  of  government  from  the 
currency  of  the  people  a democratic  principle?  Is 
the  embodying  of  a large  military  force,  in  time  of 
peace,  a democratic  principle? 

Let  us  entreat  honest  men  not  to  take  names  for 
things,  nor  pretences  for  proofs.  If  democracy,  in 
any  constitutional  sense,  belongs  to  our  adversaries, 
let  them  show  their  title  and  produce  their  evi- 
dence. Let  the  question  be  examined,  and  let  not 
intelligent  and  well-meaning  citizens  be  kept  to  the 
support  of  measures,  which  in  their  hearts  and  con- 
sciences they  disapprove,  because  their  authors  put 
forth  such  loud  claims  to  the  sole  profession  ol  re- 
gard for  the  people. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  county  of  Saratoga — In 
taking  leave  of  you,  I cannot  but  remind  you  bow 
distinguished  a place  your  county  occupies  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  I cannot  be  ignorant,  that 
in  the  midst  of  you  are  many,  at  this  moment,  who 
saw  in  this  neighborhood  the  triumph  of  republican 
arms  in  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne.  I 
cannot  doubt  that  a fervent  spirit  of  patriotism 
burns  in  their  breasts,  and  in  the  breasts  of  their 
children. — They  helped  to  save  their  country  amidst 
the  storms  of  war,  they  will  help  to  save  it,  I am 
fully  persuaded,  in  the  present  severe  civil  crisis. 
Fellow  citizens,  I verily  believe  it  is  true,  that  of 
all  that  are  left  to  us  from  the  revolution,  nine- 
tenths  are  with  us,  in  the  existing  contests.  If 
there  be  living  a revolutionary  officer  or  soldier, 
who  has  joined  in  the  attacks  upon  Gen.  Harrison’s 
military  character,  I have  not  met  with  him.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  in  the  county  of  Saratoga,  that  a 
cause  sustained  by  such  means  is  likely  to  prevail. 

Fellow  citizens,  the  great  question  is  now  before 
the  country.  If  with  the  experience  of  the  past, 
the  American  people  think  proper  to  confirm  power 
in  the  hands  which  now  hold  it,  and  thereby  sanc- 
tion the  leading  policy  of  the  administration,  it  will 
be  your  duty  and  mine  to  bow  with  submission  to 
the  public  will;  but  for  myself,  I shall  not  believe 
it  pdssible  for  me  to  be  of  service  to  the  country, 
in  any  department  of  public  life.  I shall  look  on 
with  no  less  love  of  country  than  ever,  but  with 
fearful  forebodings  of  what  may  be  near  at  band. 

But,  fellow’ citizens,  I do  not  at  all  expect  that 
result.  I fully  believe  that  change  is  coming.  If 
we  all  do  our  duty,  we  shall  restore  the  govern- 
ment to  its  former  policy,  and  the  country  to  its 
former  prosperity.  And  let  us  here,  to-day,  fellow- 
citizens,  with  full  resolution  and  patriotic  purpose 
of  heart,  give  and  take  pledges,  that  until  this 
great  controversy  be  ended,  our  time,  our  talents, 
our  efforts,  are  all  due,  and  shall  all  be  faithfully 
given,  to  our  country. 

Convention  at  the  Cumberland  Gap.  The 
Lexington  Commonwealth  says:  “Of  all  the  con- 

templated public  conventions  preparatory  to  the 
final  action,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  one  to  be  held 
at  the  Cumberland  Gap,  on  the  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, exceeds  in  interest  and  in  importance.  The 
meeting  is  to  be  at  the  point  where  the  three  states 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  come  in  con- 
tact; and  it  is  known  that  in  the  mountainous  re- 
gions of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  the  administra- 
tion party  have  been  making  unparalleled  exertions. 
This  convention  will  be  the  means  of  collecting  to 
one  point,  all  the  active  population  of  those  regions, 
and  they  will  there  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
discussion  upon  the  leading  measures  pursued  by 
the  government.  That  section  of  the  union  has 
been  flooded  with  exfra  Globes  and  Van  Buren  mis- 
sionaries, and  all  those  appliances  which  a corrupt 
party  make  use  of  to  mislead  public  opinion.  The 
whigs  of  Tennessee  have  invited  the  whigs  of  Ken- 
tucky to  unite  with  them  in  the  celebration  of  the 
10th.  The  mountain  boys  of  Kentucky  have  ac- 
cepted ihe  invitation,  and  there  will  be  a patriotic 
rivalry  between  these  two  slates  so  united  in  every 
thing  that  goes  to  make  up  one  people — similar  in 
institutions — similar  in  habits,  and  similar  in  lan- 
guage. We  hope  and  believe  that  our  side  of  the 
line  will  turn  out  in  full  force.  The  recent  elec- 
tions have  shown  that  our  mountain  region  is  sound 
in  the  true  faith.  No  section  of  our  slate  has  done 
better  in  the  I :te  canvass.  And  we  hope  too,  that 
our  public  speakers  will  make  it  a point  to  attend 
on  this  occasion.  We  know  that  many  persons 
Irom  this  region,  contemplate  being  piesent  at  the 
celebration;  and  if  no  unforseen  event  occurs,  we 
pred ict  that  the  assemblage  will  equal  in  numbers 
and  interest,  any  of  those  which  have  heretofore  oc- 
curred. 
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American  sailor.  On  Tuesday  evening,  as  the 
Philadelphia,  American  liner,  was  entering  the  locks 
of  the  St.  Katherine’s  dock,  a female  of  about  30  years 
of  age,  attempted  to  cross  the  bridge  over  the  dock, 
and  which  was  on  the  swing  at  the  time  to  let  the  ves- 
sel in.  In  leaping  from  one  part  of  the  bridge  to  the 
other,  she  unfortunately  fell  into  the  water,  which  in 
that  part  is  twenty  six  feet  deep.  Her  clothes  support- 
ed her  for  a short  time,  and  she  was  caught  hold  ot  with 
a staff  by  one  of  the  lock  men,  and  no  doubt  would 
have  been  safely  transferred  to  land,  had  not  a sailor 
on  board  the  Philadelphia,  who  had  observed  the  ac- 
cident, immediately  divested  himself  of  every  particle 
of  clothing  and  jumped  in  after  her,  swearing  that  no 
one  should  save  her  but  himself.  Upon  rising  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  he  swam  immediately  to  the  fe- 
male, and  setting  her  free  from  the  staff,  took  her  out 
into  the  river,  and  brought  her  round  to  St.  Katherine’s 
stairs,  where  he  allowed  her  to  go  on  shore.  The  sai- 
lor swam  back  to  his  ship,  playing  the  most  astonish- 
ing antics  in  the  water,  to  the  infinite  amusement  of 
the  spectators.  [Liverpool  paper. 

Anthracite  furnaces.  The  Miners’  Journal  states 
that  notwithstanding  the  great  depression  of  business 
generally,  in  less  than  one  year  from  the  result  of  the 
first  successful  experiment  in  this  country,  seven  an- 
thracite furnaces  are  already  in  blast,  and  ten  or  twelve 
others  in  progress. 

St.  John’s  college,  Annapolis.  We  learn  that 
David  J.  Capron,  esq.  long  a resident  of  this  city,  and 
very  favorably  known  as  principal  of  the  Baltimore  in- 
stitute, has  been  appointed  professor  of  mathematics  in 
St.  John's  college,  Annapolis,  and  will  immediately  as- 
sumes the  duties  of  his  professorship.  He  will  also 
take  charge  of  the  large  and  commodious  building,  re- 
cently erected  on  the  college  grounds,  as  a boarding 
house  for  the  students;  and  from  his  experience  in  this 
department,  as  well  as  in  the  instruction  of  youth,  he 
will,  no  doubt,  fully  meet  the  wishes  of  parents,  who 
may  place  their  sons  at  the  institution.  [Amer. 

The  cotton  crop  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  is 
said  to  be  suffering  great  injury  from  excessive  rains 
and  the  ravages  of  the  caterpiller. 

Death  of  Mr.  Simpson.  By  a letter  in  the  Montreal 
Gazette  of  Tuesday  last,  the  melancholy  talc  of  insani- 
ty, murder  and  suicide,  which  appeared  originally  in 
the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  is  confirmed.  The  letter  is  from 
McLeod,  one  of  the  persons  attached  to  the  northwest 
expedition,  and  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Simpson’s  insa- 
nity and  death  correspond  with  the  former  account. 

Declaration  of  Independence.  The  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  states  that  the  man uscri.pt  of  the  original  De- 
claration of  independence,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Jef- 
ferson, with  the  interlineations  of  Franklin  and  other 
members,  is  in  possession  of  the  American  philosophi- 
cal society  of  that  city,  and  may  be  seen  at  their  hall. 

Emigration.  Upwards  of  14,000  Germans  have  ar- 
rived at  New  York  since  the  '2d  March,  most  of  whom 
are  on  their  way  to  settle  in  the  west. 

Exchanges.  The  rate  of  exchange  in  New  York 
upon  Philadelphia,  has  fallen  from.  2j  to4j  discount, 
whilst  the  rate  on  Baltimore  and  further  south  has  not 
altered.  Baltimore  on  Philadelphia  is  at  1 a H per 
cent,  discount.  The  North  American  of  the  29th  uit. 
says  the  debt  of  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore  is  about 
$800,000. 

'Exploring  expedition.  The  Salem  Register  an- 
nounces, by  the  arrival  of  the  whale  ship  Lvdia  at  that 
port,  that  the  Vincennes,  Porpoise  and  Flying  Fish, 
left  the  Bay  oi  Islands,  New  Zealand,  on  the  6th  of 
April  last,  understood  for  the  Fejee  Islands,  to  make  a 
survey  of  them.  The  Peacock  remained  at  Sydney, 
March  18,  had  nearly  finished  repairing,  and  would 
soon  join  the  squadron. 

We  learn  from  the  Salem  Gazette,  that  the  ship 
Lydia,  at  that  port,  from  New  Zealand,  had  freight 
and  despatches  from  the  expedition. 

Flour.  New  York,  Sept.  2d.  There  is  very  little 
southern  flour  in  market.  Sales  of  new  Richmond 
city  mills  have  been  made  at  $6  37  j;  and  Georgetown 
and  Howard  street  at  $5  50a5  624.  Western  arrives 
freely  and  large  sales  have  been  made  for  export  to  Eu- 
rope at  $5  for  Genesee;  $4  87|  for  Michigan;  and 
$4  874a5  for  Ohio.  There  is  a fair  demand  for  rye 
flour  at  $3  25;  and  corn  meal  in  bbls.  at  $3a3  12j. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  3.  1,500  barrels  of  good  common 
brands  sold  at  $5  124;  and  1,700  barrels  city  mills  at 
the  same  price.  Susquehanna  $5  18|. 

At  Zanesville,  Ohio,  on  the  26th  ult.  flour  was  selling 
at  $3. 

During  the  third  week  of  August  there  were  deliver- 
ed from  the  Erie  canal  at  Albany,  42,618  barrels  of 
flour  and  26,946  bushels  of  wheat. 

At  Pernambuco,  21s(  ult.  flour  was  $15. 

Gold  in  Brazils.  The  Fly  corvette,  18  guns,  at 
Spilhead,  brought  $1,700,000  from  Brazils,  for  British 
merchants. 

Indians.  A gentleman  who  recently  arrived  at  St. 
Louis  from  St.  Peters,  states  that  some  skirmishes  had 
taken  place  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  Indians 

Lancaster,  Pa.  Population  as  ascertained;  white 
males  3,877,  white  females  4,236;  colored  males  122, 
females  131— total  8,419,  being  an  increase  of  ten  per 
cent,  in  ten  years. 


Lead.  The  Philadelphia  North  American  says,  that 
there  has  been  quite  a stir  in  lead,  in  that  city,  and 
about  15,000  pigs  Missouri  have  been  taken  within  the 
last  two  days  at  $4  75,  $5  and  $5  12j  per  100  lbs.  6 
months.” 

McKenzie,  who  was  pardoned  by  the  president  a 
few  months  since,  has  published  a long  address  to  his 
compatriots  in  the  Canada  invasion,  unsaying  all  the 
hard  things  he  had  published  against  Mr.  Van  Buren 
during  his  confinement  and  now  representing  him  as 
friendly  to  their  cause. 

Newspapers.  The  New  York  Star  edited  by  M. 

M.  Noah,  has  been  united  to  the  Times  of  that  city. 

Patterson,  N.  J.  which  in  1833  contained  9,048  in- 
habitants, it  is  ascertained  contains  now  only  7,593 — 
showing  a falling  off  of  1,450  in  two  years.  The  Pat- 
terson Intelligencer  says:  “This  great  falling  off  in  our 
population  in  the  short  space  of  two  years,  can  be  at- 
tributed to  nothing  but  the  general  prostration  of  busi- 
ness since  that  time.  A large  number  of  our  best  me- 
chanics, with  their  families,  have  been  compelled  to 
leave  town  in  search  of  employment  elsewhere,  and  a 
large  portion  of  those  who  yet  remain  with  us,  are  ly- 
ing entirely  idle.” 

Rail  roads — Locomotives.  The  emperor  of  Russia, 
by  his  agent,  has  closed  a contract  with  Mr.  Norris, 
of  Philadelphia,  for  “ two  hundred  locomotive  engines,’’ 
forty  of  which  are  to  be  delivered  each  year;  for  which 
the  emperor  is  to  pay  $1,400,000.  These  engines  are 
principally  to  run  upon  the  great  rail  road,  now  in  con- 
struction between  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow.” 

[Keystone. 

In  Dr.  Bigelow’s  excellent  work,  entitled  “Useful 
Arts,”  lately  published  by  Marsh,  Tapen,  Lyon  & 
Webb,  is  a table  of  the  principal  railways  in  operation 
in  the  United  States,  in  the  early  part  of  1840.  In  this 
table  we  find  that  at  that  time  the  whole  number  of 
miles  of  railways,  2,270,  of  which  489  were  in  Penn- 
sylvania; 404j  in  New  York;  295^  in  Massachusetts; 
250j  in  Virginia;  249^  in  Maryland;  136  in  South  Ca- 
rolina; and  128  j in  New  Jersey. 

The  number  of  miles  of  railway  in  progress  at  that 
time  was  2,346g — among  which  is  the  rail  road  from 

N.  York  to  lake  Erie,  505  miles;  the  one  from  Charles- 
ton to  Cincinnati,  500  miles;  one  from  Savannah  to 
Macon,  200  miles;  one  from  Detroit  to  the  river  St. 
Joseph,  200;  one  from  Dayton  to  Sandusky,  (Ohio), 
153;  one  from  Natchez  to  Canton,  (Mississippi),  150 
miles. 

Some  of  the  rail  roads  introduced  into  the  tables  as 
in  progress,  have  since  been  completed — as  the  one 
from  Haverhill  to  Essex  18  miles. 

Nothing  is  said  here  of  the  rail  roads  which  are  pro- 
jected— and  perhaps  the  less  there  is  said  about  them 
the  better  at  present.  ' [Boston  Jour. 

Rail  roads  in  Texas.  The  opening  of  the  Houston 
and  Brazos  rail  road  lately  took  place.  The  event  was 
celebrated  with  great  enthusiasm  at  Houston. 

Silk — premiums.  The  National  Silk  society,  at 
Washington,  has  offered  numerous  premiums,  from 
$500  to  $1,000  each,  for  various  quantities  and  qualities 
of  silk,  the  total  amount  of  these  premiums  exceeding 
sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

Specie.  The  tide  has  changed  once  more  if  we  judge 
by  the  entries.  The  barque  Strafford,  at  New  York, 
from  Havre,  brought  10,000  five  franc  pieces. — The 
ship  Sullivan,  at  Charleston,  from  Liverpool,  brought 
$100,000  in  gold,  to  the  bank  of  South  Carolina. 

Steamers.  The  fastest  steam  vessel  in  Europe.  The 
Fire  King,  of  600  tons  and  upwards,  builder’s  mea- 
surement, and  250  horses’  power,  left  the  river  on  Sa- 
turday morning  last,  on  an  excursion  to  the  Menai 
bridge,  having  on  board  the  chairman  and  board  of 
directors  of  the  hon.  the  East  India  company,  sir  Rich- 
ard Bu'  teley,  bai  t,  sir  Richard  Jenkins,  gen.  Clement 
Hill,  capt.'Bevis,  lieut.  Tudor,  of  H.  M.  St.  Redwing, 
Mr.  Ewart,  surveyor  of  steam  to  the  admiralty,  Wnr. 
Fawcett,  esq.  Dr.  Brandreth,  Dr.  Jackson,  Wm.  Rath- 
bone,  esq.  and  other  gentlemen.  The  extraordinary 
performances  of  this  splendid  steamer  reconciles  us  to 
the  accounts  of  the  great  speed  we  hear  of  on  the 
American  rivers.  The  Fire  King  steamed  from  off 
George’s  pier,  through  the  Victoria  channel,  and  against 
a spring  flood  tide,  to  Beaumaris,  a distance  of  51  nau- 
tical miles,  in  4 hours  and  5 minutes;  and  9 nautical 
miles  for  the  flood,  it  gives  60  nautical  miles  through 
the  water;  this  brought  into  statute  miles  gives  164  per 
hour.  Her  passage  back  from  Beaumaris  to  the  Rock 
Fort,  against  a strong  ebb,  was  48  nautical  miles  in  4 
hours;  add  42  miles  for  the  ebb,  gives  60  nautical  miles 
or  16 j statute  miles  per  hour.  [IJverpool  Standard. 

The  following  table  from  the  Montreal  Herald,  shows 
at  one  view  the  several  proportions  of  the  steam  ships 
which  now  navigate  the  Atlantic,  and  the  power  of 
engine  which  each  vessel  would  have,  if  the  propor- 
tions used  in  Mr.  Cunard’s  line  had  been  adopted: 


Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Horse 
power  of 
engines. 

Tonnage 
for  every 
one  horse 
power. 

Horsepower 
of  engines  if 
Mr.  C’s  pro- 
portion had 
been  adopted. 

Cunard’s 

1,200 

440 

2 8-11 

G.  West’n 

1,340 

450 

2 44  45 

491  1-3 

Bit.  Queen 

2,016 

500 

4 4-125 

739  1-4 

President 

2,366 

600 

3 283-300 

867  S-15 

Steamboats.  The  Pocahontas,  on  her  downward 
trip  from  Council  Bluffs,  was  snagged  ten  miles  below 
Big  Platte,  and  would  prove  a total  Toss. 

A shoe,  which  the  Harrison  tradesmen  of  Linn, 
Massachusetts,  have  made  large  enough  to  contain  25 
persons,  is  to  be  drawn  by  six  horses  to  die  Bunker 
Hill  convention. 

Steamboat  struck  by  lightning.  Amongst  the  ear- 
ly prejudices  against  the  use  ot  steamboats,  none  was 
more  general  than  the  apprehension  that  the  iron  re- 
quired for  the  machinery,  &.c.  would  make  them  dan- 
gerous during  thunder  storms.  That  preiudee  has  worn 
off  experience  having  proved  the  contrary.  The  fol- 
lowing is  thejirst  instance  which  we  have  on  record, 
of  a steamboat  having  been  struck  with  lightning.  The 
Buffalo  Commercial  of  the  24th  says: 

The  steamboat  Missouri  is  in  from  Chicago,  having 
performed  the  trip  in  good  time,  notwithstaning  she  ex- 
perienced some  boisterous  weather.  Captain  Wilkins 
reports  a singular  phenomenon,  that  of  a steamboat 
struck  by  lightning.  He  says  while  ploughing  through 
Lake  Michigan  he  encountered  a most  terrihe  storm, 
which  continued  for  several  hours.  The  Missouri  was 
struck  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  foremast,  just  be- 
low the  crosstrees,  and  a piece  of  timber  torn  out  six 
feet  long  and  several  inches  in  circumference.  The 
fluid  passed  aft  upon  the  promenade  deck,  tearing  off 
the  heads  of  the  spikes;  thence  down  the  hatchway  to 
the  freight  deck,  knocking  down  the  second  engineer 
and  three  or  four  other  "persons.  Although  stunned, 
they  all  recovered  in  a few  hours  after. 

Trade.  Sir  Josiah  Child  in  his  ingenious  discourse 
on  trade,  published  in  England  in  1666,  traces  the  pros- 
perity of  trade  in  that  country  to  the  year  1545,  when 
the  law  was  established  fixing  the  rate  of  interest  for 
money  at  ten  per  cent.;  at  which  time,  he  says,  the 
merchants  were  very  mean  and  few.  He  says  that  in  the 
year  1635,  there  were  more  merchants  to  be  found  on 
the  exchange  worth  £1,000  and  upwards,  than  there 
were  in  the  year  1600  worth  £100;  and  further,  that  in 
his  days,  that  is,  thirty  years  after,  there  were  more 
merchants  worth  £10,000  a piece,  than  there  had  been 
worth  £1,000  at  the  foregoing  period — and,  said  the  old 
merchant — “If  this  be  doubted  ask  the  old  whether  five 
hundred  pounds  portion,  with  a daughter,  sixty  years 
ago,  was  not  a greater  portion  than  £2,000  now?  and  . 
whether  gentlewomen  in  these  days  would  not  esteem 
themselves  well  clothed  in  a serge  gown,  which  a cham- 
bermaid would  now  be  ashamed  to  be  seen  in;  and 
whether  our  citizens  and  middle  sort  of  gentry  are  not 
now  more  rich  in  clothes,  plates,  jewels,  &c.  than  the 
best  of  our  knights  and  gentry  were  in  those  days?  and 
whether  our  best  sort  of  knights  and  gentry  do  not  ex- 
ceed by  much,  in  those  things,  the  nobility  of  England 
sixty  years  past,  many  of  whom  would  not  go  to  the 
price  of  a whole  satin  doublet ? the  embroiderer  being 
now  living,  who  has  assured  me  he  has  made  many 
hundreds  of  them  for  the  nobility  with  canvass  backs?’1 

Tobacco.  For  Maryland  tobacco  there  has  been  an 
active  demand  throughout  the  week;  and  at  prices  fully 
sustaining  last  week’s  rates,  which  we  continue  to  quote, 
viz:  inferior  and  common  $3  50a4  50,  middling  to  good 
$5a6;  good  $6  50a8,  and  fine  $8al3.  In  Ohio  tobacco 
the  demand  lias  been  less  active  this  week  than  last, 
and  the  sales  not  so  large.  Prices,  however,  have  un- 
dergone no  change— we  continue  to  quote  inferior  and 
common  at  $4a4  50;  middling  $5,  good  $5  50a6  50; 
fine  red  $7a8;  ditto  wrappery  $8al2;  and  fine  yellow 
at  $7  50al0.  The  inspections  of  the  week  comprise 
900  hhds.  Maryland;  173  hhds.  Ohio;  11  hhds.  Vir- 
ginia and  5 hhds.  Kentucky — total  1,0S8  hhds. 

There  have  been  27,690  hhds. inspected  in  Baltimore 
up  to  this  time  this  year,  of  which  21,883  was  Mary- 
land. The  inspections  of  la£t  week  was  894  hhds. 
Maryland,  and  269  Ohio  and  Kentucky. 

Wheat.  New  York,  Sept.  2.  Several  parcels  of 
new  southern  and  Genesee  wheat  have  arrived,  hut 
no  sales  of  consequence  effected;  5,000  bushels  of  Ge- 
nessee  have  been  taken  for  export,  at  $1  15  cash. 

At  Baltimore,  Sept.  3.  Good  red  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia 90  to  100 — Pennsylvania  wheat  104  to  106. 

Zanesville,  Ohio,  26th  July — “Wheat  is  selling  here 
at  50  cents.” 

The  many-headed  wheat.  The  many-headed  wheat 
is  an  indigenous  plant  of  California;  six  heads  of  which 
was  produced  by  major  Spering-,  from  a man  in  the 
Osage  nation  of  Indians,  who  had  been  trading  in  the 
Pacific  ocean.  The  six  heads  produced  six  hundred 
grains:  which  were  planted  by  Mr.  Alpheus  Baker,  of 
Ibbeville,  S.  C.  the  production  of  which  was  ten  thou- 
sand heads.  The  ground  on  which  the  wheat  grew 
was  measured  by  an  accurate  surveyor — the  heads 
counted — and  one  head  shelled  out,  and  the  grain 
weighed;  a calculation  was  then  made,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  the  wheat  produced  at  the  rate  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre.  It  was  plant- 
ed about  the  lastof  January,  and  cut  on  the  20ih  of 
June.  The  land  on  which  it  grew  is  poor  and  sandy, 
was  unassisted  by  manure. 

Wilkes  county  [Geo,)  News. 

Wiskonsin  territory,  according  to  the  late  census, 
contains  30,747  inhabitants.  In  1828,  the  population 
was  18,149. 

Y ale  college  commencement.  The  graduating  class 
at  the  recent  commencement,  was  near  one  hundred, 
and,  with  one  exception,  the  largest  on  any  similar  oc- 
casion, in  that  institution.  The  theological  class  of 
graduates  numbered  thirty-two. 
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States  of  the  union — Maine,  five  young  ladies  drown- 
ed; Massachusetts,  rail  roads,  Boston  improvements; 
Vermont,  election;  New  York,  candidates,  canal  tolls, 
rail  roads,  Kings  county  assessment,  political  meet- 
ings 19;  fire  at  Rochester,  elections  occur  20;  New 
Jersey,  whig  convention  and  nominations,  meetings; 
Pennsylvania,  candidates,  political  meetings,  state 
loan,  nominations;  Delavbare,  political;  Maryland,  fu- 
gitives, taking  the  veil,  death  of  Wm.  McMahon,  Van 
Buren  nominations  for  Baltimore  city;  Virginia,  Mr. 
Garland,  whig  meeting;  South  Carolina,  rail  road, 
mayor  of  Charleston;  Louisiana,  whig  convention; 
Indiana,  official  election  returns  20,  21;  Ohio,  political 
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£5"Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

FRANCE. 

Mlantic  steam  navigation.  The  English  will  not 
long  be  permitted  to  monopolize  the  honors  and 
advantages  of  ocean  steam  navigation.  France  and 
Belgium  will  both  coine  in  as  competitors  at  an 
early  day.  The  Paris  correspondent  ol  the  Nation- 
al Iqtelligencer  says: 

“It  is  understood  that  the  chambers  will  adopt 
readily  the  ministerial  bill  for  the  various  lines  of 
steam  navigation  between  France  and  the  two 
Americas.  No  time  will  be  lost  in  the  execution 
of  this  comprehensive  project,  which  the  otlicial 
and  semi-official  organs  confess  to  be  even  more 
political  than  commercial.  The  legislature  of  Bel- 
gium has  passed  the  bill  for  an  appropriation  of  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  thousand  francs 
annually,  during  fourteen  years,  lor  the  establish- 
ment of  a line  of  steam  packets  between  that  coun- 
try and  the  United  States.  Various  passages  of  the 
able  report  of  the  Belgian  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject iniy  be  translated,  usefully,  for  your  columns. 
The  Belgians  will  not  lag  behind  their  neighbors  of 
France  in  this  enterprise.” 

The  royal  decrees  of  the  French  government,  is- 
sued on  the  29th  July,  it  is  estimated  in  Paris  will 
call  into  service  130,000  soldiers.  The  increase  of 
the  cavalry  force  will  be  15,000  men. 

CHINA. 

Accounts  from  Singapore  to  Ine  25th  March,  says: 
No  part  of  the  expedition  against  China  has  yet  ar- 
rived. Should  the  contest  be  long,  there  will  be 
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| an  extensive  demand  for  salted  provisions,  flour, 
bread,  &c.  The  port  is  free  of  port  charges  or  duties. 

Siam  sugar,  white,  5 50a5  60,  per  picul;  pepper, 
5 25  a 5 50  do.;  tin,  18,  scarce. 

Our  latest  previous  intelligence,  by  the  way  of 
England,  was  to  the  24th  of  March. 

The  foreign  trade  at  Canton,  suspended  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  the  empress,  or  for  some  other 
cause,  was  renewed  on  the  13th  of  April,  and  all  the 
vessels  in  port  had  obtained  cargoes. 

The  American  merchants  had  sent  most  of  their 
effects  to  Macao,  and  expected  to  be  ordered  away 
as  soon  as  the  English  squadron  should  arrive. — 
Only  one  ship  had  yet  arrived— the  Druid,  of  44 
guns. 

No  event  of  moment  had  taken  place,  and  Canlon 
was  perfectly  tranquil.  Some  show  of  preparation 
for  the  hostile  visit  of  the  English  was  in  progress, 
such  as  the  erection  of  batteries,  the  drilling  of  re- 
cruits, &c.  but  nothing  adequate  to  the  powerful 
force  of  the  assailants.  Meantime,  however,  the 
local  authorities,  at  Canton  and  elsewhere,  were 
vigorously  prosecuting  their  war  upon  the  dealers 
in  opium. 

PANAMA. 

Accounts  from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  have  been 
received  at  Havana  to  the  middle  of  June.  The 
government  of  Central  America  were  said  to  be 
without  funds  and  entirely  unable  longer  to  carry 
on  the  war  against  their  neighbor.  The  civil  war 
rages  in  Pasto,  and  the  rebels  have  made  themselves 
quite  formidable.  The  small  pox  was  making  great 
havoc  among  the  natives  in  Chagres — the  foreigners, 
having  mostly  been  vaccinated,  escaped  the  epi- 
demic. The  insurrection  in  tiie  government  of 
New  Grenada  was  daily  increasing.  The  insur- 
gents threatened  to  overturn  the  government. 

MEXICO. 

The  federalists  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  notwith- 
standing their  partial  success,  have  been  completely 
put  down,  by  Bustamente  and  bis  party.  The  ship 
Norma  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Havana,  bring- 
ing dates  from  the  Mexican  capital  to  tile  28th  July. 
It  appears  that,  after  twelve  days  skirmishing,  the 
revolutionists  under  Urrea,  who  held  the  palace,  ca- 
pitulated on  the  27th  July,  under  a full  indemnity 
for  all  past  polilical  offences.  Urrea  and  Gomez  Far- 
rias, (the  insurgent  “president  ad  interim,”)  not- 
withstanding this  guarantee  were  supposed  to  have 
fled. 

A letter  from  Mexico,  of  the  latest  date,  (July 
28th),  says: 

“The  firing  continued  until  yesterday;  theadvan- 
tage  gained  on  either  side  not  indicating  what  would 
be  the  finai  result.  There  were  frequent  parleys, 
suspensions  of  firing,  &c.  &c.  And  while  we  were 
waiting  the  arrival  of  Santa  Ana,  to  put  a stop  to 
the  war,  for  which  purpose  he  had  been  sent  for  by 
government,  we  learn  that  every  thing  had  been  ar- 
ranged. 

“Yesterday  afternoon  at  2 o’clock,  the  capitulated 
troops  left  the  palace,  and  proceeded  to  a village 
near  the  city,  to  deliver  up  their  arms;  but  according 
to  the  rumors  in  circulation  lo  day,  instead  of  making 
the  surrender,  they  fortified  themselves  on  Mount 
Santa  Monica,  3 leagues  from  here. 

“At  present,  notwithstanding  the  departure  of  the 
capitulated  troops  troin  Mexico,  the  terms  of  the  ca- 
pitulation are  entirely  unknown,  nor  is  it  known 
what  is  the  fate  of  the  leaders,  Farias,  Rejon,  Cere- 
cero,  Cardosa,  Horta,  &.C.  although  it  is  said  that 
Urrea  lied  at  2 o’clock  yesterday  morning,  the  27th. 
Neverthel-'-ss,  the  insurgent  troops  marched  out  with 
all  the  honors  of;-war,  park  and  artillery. 

“From  these  circumstances,  and  rumors  which 
are  afloat  to-day,  ( infer  that  some  trick  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  movement.  Perhaps  my  political  vi- 
sion deceives  me,  but  time  will  decide.” 

Recapture  of  Tobasco.  Tobasco  has  been  captur- 
ed by  the  federalists.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the 
22d  ult.  says:  “It  seems  from  all  that  we  have  been 

able  to  ascertain  from  the  captain  of  the  Atrevida, 
that  a part  of  the  centralist  army,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  men,  who  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the 
city,  had  afterwards  received  reinforcements,  and 
had  marched  towards  Tobasco,  which  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  recapturing,  and  taking  advantage  of  the 
feebleness  of  their  enemies,  who  were  suffering  from 
sickness,  had  been  guilty  of  cruellies  of  the  most 
revolting  nature.  Nothing  was  spared;  all  the  in- 
habitants who  pronounced  themselves  in  favor  of  the 


federalists  were  massacred  without  distinction,  and 
their  property  pillaged  and  devastated. 

[Since  placing  the  above  in  column  later  ac- 
counts have  reached  us  contradicting  the  massacre] . 

Yucatan.  The  schooner  Atrevida,  arrived  yester- 
day from  Campeachy,  which  place  she  left  on  the 
13th  inst.  Perfect  tranquillity  reigned  in  the  city  at 
the  departure  of  this  vessel.  A Texian  brig  and 
schooner  were  at  anchor  in  the  harbor. 

CANADA. 

Several  meetings  have  recently  been  held  in  Up- 
per Canada,  with  the  object  of  imposing  a tax  on 
American  agricultural  produce. 

The  black  troops  stationed  at  Waterloo,  who  late- 
ly fired  on  the  steamboats  Cincinnati  and  Chesa- 
peake, are  to  be  removed  into  the  interior  of  Ca- 
nada. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Montgome- 
ry Blair,  of  Missouri,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

Consuls  of  Belgium.  The  president  of  the  U. 
States  has  recognized  Joseph  Mora  Moss,  as  consul 
of  Belgium,  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia;  John  Doug- 
lass Bates,  for  the  port  of  Boston;  Thomas  Atnory 
Deblois,  for  the  port  of  Portland;  Samuel  D.  Walker, 
for  the  port  of  Baltimore;  A.  W.  Noiting,  for  the 
port  of  Richmond;  George  A.  Hopley,  for  the  port 
of  Charleston;  John  C.  Ferrell,  for  the  port  of  Sa- 
vannah; Charles  Auze,  for  the  port  of  Mobile;  Hip- 
polyte  Mali,  for  the  port  of  New  York;  Loreing  F. 
Wheeler, ,for  the  port  of  Eastport,  Maine;  and  John 
Capron,  for  the  port  of  Norfolk. 

Death.  A letter  from  Puerto  Cabello,  dated  the 
14th  ult.  mentions  the  death  of  J.  G.  A.  William- 
son, esq.  our  charge  d’affaires  at  Caraccas.  He 
died  on  the  7th,  of  dysentery,  after  an  illness  of 
only  a few  days. 

Napoleon  indemnity.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  gives  notice  that  the  seventh  instalment  of 
the  Napoleon  indemnity,  amounting  to  $213,351  61, 
will  be  paid  to  the  claimants  on  application  at  the 
Bank  of  America  at  New  York,  and  at  such  other 
places  as  that  bank  may  designate.  The  rate  is  sup- 
posed to  be  11  83  1000  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
awarded. 

The  council  of  the  Royal  society  of  London  have 
recommended  to  the  government  to  urge  upon  the 
government  of  the  United  States  the  establishment 
of  magnetic  observations  similar  lo  those  now  in  ope- 
ration in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Treasury  notes.  Sept.  1st,  1840.  Amount  out- 
standing of  the  issues  of  1837,  8 and  9 #274,063  61 
Ot  the  issues  of  1840  4,692,438  86 


Aggregate  outstanding  $ 4,966,502  47 

Statement  of  treasury  notes  issued  and  redeemed 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  31st  of  March, 
since  the  2 1st  of  July  last,  prepared  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  that  date. 


Issued.  Redeemed. 

At  2 per  cent,  interest,  83,062  27  24,100 

5 do.  do.  663,260  36  21,000 

52-5  do.  do.  1,107,000  00 

6 do.  do.  32,0.31,21 

1 mill  per  cent.  1,500 


$1,853,316  63  $73,631  21 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says — “It  is  said  that 
the  government,  having  already  issued  the  authoris- 
ed quantity  ol  treasury  notes,  will  be  compelled  to 
depend  for  the  next  two  months,  upon  the  2,500.000 
dollars  due  by  the  United  Stales  bank,  and  payable, 
according  to  the  sub  -treasury  law,  one-fourtli  in  spe- 
cie, and  three- fourths  in  bills  of  specie  fay- 
ing banks.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  bank 
has  already  anticipated  a large  portion  of  this  debt. 

The  Pottawattamie  Indians.  The  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  Free  Press,  states  that  the  Potta- 
wattamie Indians  are  to  leave  that  place,  on  the 
17th  inst.  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  Coquillard, 
for  their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
number  that  had  consented  to  go  was  something 
over  500. 
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The  following  interesting  tables  have  been  carefully  compiled  for  the  Register  by  a highly  valued 
friend,  who  selected  for  his  signature  the  name  of  the  state  of  which  he  is  a distinguished  citizen.  For 
accuracy,  they  may  be  implicitly  relied  upon.  We  have  reason  to  flatter  ourselves  that  the  pages  ot  the 
Register  will  often  be  enriched  by  similar  communications,  the  result  of  that  patient  and  laborious 
research  and  precision,  for  w’hich  our  worthy  correspondent  is  so  distinguished  and  so  well  qualified. 

The  sub-treasury  bill.  The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  this  bill, 
with  the  name  of  each  member  placed  to  his  respective  state. 

STATES.  YEAS.  NAYS. 

1 Maine,  Clifford,  Smith,  Parris,  Anderson,  Low- 

el,  Davee, 

2 N.  Hampshire,  Atherton,  Williams,  Shaw,  Burke,  East- 

man, 


■ Evans,  Vandall, 


3  Massachusetts,  Parmenter,  Williams, 


4 Rhode  Island, 

5 Vermont, 

6 Connecticut, 

7 New  York, 


8 New  Jersey, 

9 Delaware, 

10  Pennsylvania, 


11  Maryland, 

12  Virginia, 

13  N.  Carolina, 

14  S.  Carolina, 

15  Georgia, 

16  Alabama, 

17  Louisiana, 

18  Kentucky, 

19  Tennesse, 

20  Illinois, 

21  Indiana, 

22  Ohio, 


Smith,  Fletcher, 


Jones, 

Doig, 


Jackson,  Montague,  Kemble, 

Ely,  Vanderpoel,  Hand,  Fine 
Floyd, Allen,  Brewster,  Prentiss,  Leo- 
nard, Dana,  Rogers,  Strong,  Mallory, 
Earl,  19 

Dickerson,  Vroora,  Ryall,  Kille,  Cooper,  5 
Robinson, 

Paynter,  Fornance,  Wagner,  Newhard, 
Ramsey,  McCulloh,  Petriken,  Ham- 
mond, Marchand,  Davis,  Galbraith, 
Morris,  Keim,  Gerry,  Hook,  Leet, 
Beatty,  17 

Thomas,  Worthington,  Carroll,  Hillen, 
Thomas,  5 

Holleman,  Rives,  Banks,  Jones,  Coles, 
Dromgoole,  Samuels,  Lucas,  Craig, 
Johnson,  Hopkins,  Bierne,  Steinrod,  13 
Bynum,  Shepard, Montgomery,  McKay, 
Hill,  Cannon,  Hawkins,  7 

Holmes,  Pickins,  Rogers,  Sumter,  But- 
ler, Rhett,  Griffin, 


f Salfonstall,  Cushing,  Lincoln,  Briggs, 

< Reed,  Calhoun,  Hastings,  Adams,  Ba- 

( ker,  9 

Tillinghast,  Cranston,  2 

Hall,  Slade,  Everett,  3 

CTrumbali,  Williams,  Osborne,  Smith, 

£ Brockway,  5 

Hoffman,  Curtis,  Grinneil,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Johnson,  Hunt,  Palen,  Bar- 
nard, Kempshall,  Russell,  Wagner, 
Gates,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Peck,  Mar- 
vin, Mitchell,  Fillmore,  19 

Randolph,  1 

1  Sergeant,  Toland,  Naylor,  Edwards, 
y James,  Davies,  Simonton,  Cooper, 

I Ogle,  Biddle,  Henry,  11 


23  Missouri, 

24  Mississipi, 

25  Arkansas, 

26  Michigan, 


Cooper,  Colquitt,  Black, 

Chapman,  Hubbard,  Lewis, 

Boyd,  Butler, 

McClellan,  Blackwell,  Watterson,  Tur- 
ney, Brown,  Johnson, 

Reynolds, 

Davis,  Carr,  Smith, 

Duncan,  Weller,  Doan,  Medill,  Parrish, 
Taylor,  Leadbetter,  Sweeney,  Stark- 
weather, Swearengen,  Hastings, 
Jameson,  Miller, 

Brown,  Thompson, 

Cross, 

Crary, 


> Dennis,  Johnson,  Jenifer, 

* Talliaferro,  Garland,  Botts,  Hill,  Gog- 
’ gin,  McCarty, 

Rayner,  Deberry,  Stanley,  Graham, Wil- 
7 liams, 

^ | Thompson,  Campbell, 

g C Warren,  Nesbit,  King,  Habersham,  Al- 
( ford,  Dawson, 

3 Crabb,  Dillett, 

White,  Chinn,  Garland, 

2 £ Underwood,  Green,  Pope,  Graves,  An- 
1 drews,  White,  Hawes,  Davis,  Triplet, 

Carter,  Williams,  Campbell,  Bell,  Gen- 
6 try,  Crockett,  Williams, 

1 Casey,  Steuart, 

3 Proffit,  Raridan,  Wick, 

( Goode,  Morris,  Bond,  Allen,  Ridgeway, 
, , C Giddings,  Mason, 


Absent. 

Massachusetts,  Lawrence, 
Connecticut,  Storrs, 


New  York, 
Virginia, 

N.  Carolina, 
Kentucky, 
Ohio, 
Indiana, 


* 


Granger,  Brown,  (dead)  2 
Wise,  Hunter, 

Fisher, 

Williams,  Anderson, 
Corwin, 

Howard, 


In  all, 

Mr-  Editor:  Your  numerous  readers,  no 


124 

Yeas, 

Nays, 

Absent, 

In  all, 
Add 
make 


Recapitulation. 


107 


124 
107 
11 

242  whole  number  of  members. 

52  whole  number  cf  senators, 
294,  whole  electoral  vote. 


Necessary  to  a choice  148. 


doubt  consisting  of  both  parties,  Van  Buren  and  Harrison, 

have 'before  them  a distinct  view  of  the  vote  of  the  members  of  their  respective  states,  on  passing  this 
important  bill,  which  appears  to  have  many  fiiends  and  a great  many  enemies.  AM  respectfully  sub 
initted  by 


Pennsylvania. 


1838.  1839. 


September,  1840. 

A comparative  view  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  taken  correctly  from  secreta- 
ry Woodbury’s  reports. 

1836.  1837- 

Public  buildings,  „„„ 

Washington  51,196  261,298  201,858  297,032 

Relief  of  corporate  „ 

cities,  D.  C.  72,188  61,875  56,371  55,750 

Support  of  the  pani-  „ „„„ 

temiary,  D.  C.  12,000  S,0S5  7,000  10,689 

Bridge  across  Poto- 
mac 

Completion  Alex- 
andria canal 


33,245 


100,000  75,000  40,000 


1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 


$178,629  431,259  340,229  403,471 
recapitulation. 

. $178,629 

. * . 431,259 

340,229 
403, 4T1 


not  be  adviseable  to  return  it  from  whence  it  came, 
provided  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  would 
receive  it.  Will  the  completion  of  the  Alexandria 
canal  have  no  end?  All  respectfully  submitted  by 

September,  1840.  Pennsylvania. 

A comparative  view  of  the  pay  of  members  of 
congress,  without  mileage,  for  the  24th  and  25th  ses- 
sions of  congress;  also,  the  1st  session  of  the  26th 
congress,  with  the  pay  of  clerks,  incidental  expen- 
ses, &c.  Taken  from  the  reports  of  secretary  Wood- 
bury. 


In  all  $1,353,5S3 

Mr.  Editor:  From  the  above  view  it  appears 
(he  District  of  Columbia  is  a dear  little  District  of 
Columbia  to  the  people  of  the  U.  States.  Would  it 


re 'a 

a _r 

24<A  Cornel 
1st  session  211 
2d  session  89 
25th  Con. 

1st  session  42 
2d  session  218 
3d  session  92 
26 th  Con. 

1st  session  233 
Speaker  233 


c>5 


l ^ 

* cv 


■8  ' g ' '•! 

300  244  73,200  $8  00 


^ 

5 o 

e a. 
$585,600 


2 ) 

8 

>2) 


352  244  85,838  3 00  687,104 


214  56,852 


8 00 
16  00 


In  all 


454,816 

3,723 

1,731,248 


Clerk  of  the  house 

$3,000 

Principal  clerk 

1,S00 

Ten  clerks,  $1,500  each 

15,000 

Messenger 

700 

Sergeant  at  arms 

1,500 

Door  keeper 

1,500 

Assistant  door  keeper 

1,450 

Postmaster  to  the  house 

1,500 

Chaplain  to  the  house 

500 

$26,950 

Incidental  expenses 

300,000 

In  all 

$326,950 

1 3 

Pay  of  members 
Pay  of  clerks 
Pay  of  speaker 
Incidental  expenses 


$454,816 

26,950 

3,723 

300,000 


In  all  $'785,494 

Pay  of  members  of  senate,  speaker,  clerks,  inci- 
dental expenses,  1st  session  26th  congress. 

Fifty-one  members  233  days,  whole  number  of  days 
11,883,  at  $8  per  day  $95,064 

Speaker  of  senate  (vice  president)  $5,000 

Secretary  of  senate  3,000 

Principle  clerk  1,800 

Five  engrossing  clerks,  $1,500  each  7,500 

Messenger  700 

Sergeant  at  arms  1,500 

Door  keeper  1,500 

Assistant  door  keeper  1,450 

Chaplain  500 


Incidental  expenses 


22,950 

95,000 


In  all  $213,014 

Recapitulation — both  houses  1st  session  26th  con- 
gress. 

Expenditures  lower  house  735,494 

Pay  of  members  of  senate  95,064 

Pay  of  speaker,  (V.  P.)  clerks,  See.  22,950 

Incidental  expenses-  95,000 

Travelling  expenses  to  and  from  the  seat  of 

government  154,000 

In  all  $1,152,508 

Mr.  Editor:  From  this  view  it  appears  that  iong 
sessions  and  expenditures  increases  with  the  hard 
times.  Would  not  less  talking  and  much  more  in- 
dustry be  two  very  necessary  ingredients  in  that 
honorable  body?  It  would  not  only  relieve  them  of 
a weight  of  unnecessary  talk,  but  it  would  relieve 
the  United  States  treasury  from  an  immense  burthen 
of  expenditures.  All  respectfully  submitted  by 

Pennsylvania. 

September,  1840. 

Mate  robbers  We  learn  from  the  Wabash 
Courier  that  J.  B.  King,  a postmaster  at  Baltimore, 
Indiana,  has  been  arrested  and  recognized  before  a 
justice,  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  U.  States 
circuit  court,  for  a violation  of  the  post  office  laws. 

Wright,  who  was  taken  up  on  suspicion  of  rob- 
bing the  mail  at  Le  Roy  on  the  12th  instant,  lias 
been  committed  to  Rochester  jail  on  the  charge. 
The  evidence  against  him  was  conclusive.  He  had 
spent  about  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  money  he 
took  from  the  mail,  and  had  about  six  hundred  dol- 
lars in  his  possession. 

Geo.  Phillips , the  person  accused  of  robbing  the 
mail  stage  at  Hagerstown  on  the  20th  of  August, 
was  brought  out  on  Saturday  and  examined  before 
chief  justice  Taney.  The  evidence  adduced,  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  such,  that  his 
honor  required  of  him  bail  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  in 
his  own  recognizance,  and  two  sureties  of  $2,500 
each.  Failing  to  procure  that  bail,  lie  was  com- 
mitted to  jail  to  await  his  trial  at  the  November 
term  of  the  circuit  court. 

The  Damascus  persecution.  Copy  of  a letter 
addressed  by  J.  D.  Kursheedt,  esq.  chairman,  &c.  to 
his  excellency,  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
To  his  excellency,  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of 
the  United  States: 

Sir:  At  a meeting  of  the  Israelites  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  held  on  the  19th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of 
uniting  in  an  expression  of  sympathy  for  their  per- 
secuted brethren  at  Damascus,  and  of  taking  such 
steps  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  procure  for 
them  equal  and  impartial  justice,  the  following  re- 
solution was  unanimously  adopted: 

“Resolved,  That  a letter  be  addressed  to  his  ex- 
cellency, the  president  of  the  U.  States,  respectfully 
requesting  that  he  will  direct  the  consuls  of  the  U. 
Slates  in  the  dominions  of  the  pacha  of  Egypt,  to 
co-operate  with  the  consuls,  or  other  agents  accre- 
dited to  the  pacha,  to  obtain  a fair  and  impartial 
trial  for  our  brethren  at  Damascus.” 
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In  transmitting  the  same  to  your  excellency,  we 
beg  leave  to  express  what  we  are  persuaded  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Israelites  throughout  the 
union,  that  you  will  cheerfully  use  every  possible 
effort  to  induce  the  pacha  of  Egypt  to  manifest  more 
liberal  treatment  towards  his  Jewish  subjects,  not  on- 
ly from  the  dictates  of  humanity,  but  from  the  obvious 
policy  and  justice  by  which  such  a course  is  recom- 
mended by  the  tolerant  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live.  The  liberal  and  enlightened  views  in  relation 
to  matters  of  faith,  which  have  distinguished  our 
government  from  its  very  inception  to  the  present 
time,  have  secured  the  sincere  gratitude  and  kind 
regard  of  the  members  of  all  religious  denomina- 
tions, and  we  trust  that  the  efforts  of  your  excellency 
in  this  behalf,  will  only  serve  to  render  more  grate- 
ful, and  to  impress  more  fully  on  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  kindness  and  li- 
berality of  that  government  under  which  they  live. 

With  the  best  wishes  of  those  in  whose  behalf  we 
address  you — f'oi  your  health  and  happiness,  and  for 
he  glory  and  honor  of  our  common  country,  we 
nave  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency’s  obedient 
servants,  J.  B.  KURSHEEDT,  chairman, 
THEODORE  J.  SEIXAS,  sec’y. 

New  York,  August  24 th,  1340. 

Copy  of  the  reply  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  state. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  24 th  August,  1S40. 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Kursheedt,  chairman,  and  Theodore  J. 
Seixas,  secretary,  <§-c. 

Gentlemen:  The  president  has  referred  to  this 
department  your  letter  of  the  24th  inst.  communi- 
cating a resolution  unanimously  adopted  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  Israelites  in  the  city  of  New  York,  held 
for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  an  expression  of  sen- 
timent on  the  subject  of  the  persecution  of  their 
brethren  in  Damascus.  By  his  directions  I have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  heart-rending  scenes 
which  took  place  at  Damascus  had  previously  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  president  by  a commu- 
nication from  our  consul  at  that  place,  and  that  in 
consequence  thereof,  a let  ter  of  instruction  was  im- 
mediately written  to  our  consul  at  Alexandria,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  for  your  sa- 
tisfaction. 

About  the  same  time,  our  charge  d’affaires  at  Con- 
stantinople was  instructed  to  interpose  his  good  of- 
fices in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  and  persecuted  race 
of  Jews  in  the  Ottoman  dominions,  among  whose  kin- 
dred are  found  some  of  the  most  worthy  and  patrio- 
tic of  our  own  citizens,  and  the  whole  subject,  which 
appeals  so  strongly  to  the  universal  sentiments  of 
justice  and  humanity,  was  earnestly  recommended 
to  his  zeal  and  discretion.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  same  to  John  Gliddon,  esq. 

United  States  consul  at  Alexandria. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  1 4th  August,  1840. 
John  Gliddon,  esq.  U.  S.  consul  at  Alexandria,  Egypt: 

Str:  In  common  with  all  civilized  nations,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  learned  with  hor- 
ror the  atrocious  crimes  imputed  to  the  Jews  of  Da- 
mascus, and  the  cruelties  of  which  they  have  been 
the  victims.  The  president  fully  participates  in  the 
public  feeling,  and  he  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing equal  surprise  and  pain,  that  in  th/b  advanced 
age,  such  unnatural  practices  should  be  ascribed  to 
any  portion  of  the  religious  world,  and  such  barba- 
rous measures  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  compel  the 
confession  of  imputed  guilt.  The  offences  with 
which  these  unfortunate  people  are  charged,  resem- 
ble too  much,  those  which,  in  less  enlightened  times 
were  made  the  pretexts  of  fanatical  persecution  of 
mercenary  extortion,  to  permit  a doubt  that  they  are 
equally  unfounded. 

The  president  has  witnessed,  with  the  most  lively 
satisfaction,  the  efforts  of  several  of  the  Christian 
governments  of  Europe,  to  suppress  or  mitigate 
these  horrors,  and  he  has  learned  with  no  common 
gratification,  their  partial  success.  He  is  moreover 
anxious  that  the  active  sympathy  and  generous  in- 
terposition of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
should  not  be  withheld  from  so  benevolent  an  ob- 
ject, and  he  has  accordingly  directed  me  to  instruct 
you  to  employ,  should  the  occasion  arise,  all  those 
good  offices  and  efforts  which  are  compatible  with 
discretion  and  your  official  character,  to  the  end  that 
justice  and  humanity  may  be  extended  to  these  per- 
secuted people,  whose  cry  of  distress  has  reached 
our  shores.  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

NAVAL. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Preble,  captain 
Breeze,  arrived  at  Sydney,  C.  B.  14th  ult.  from  a 
cruize  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  sailed  on  the 
ISiife  for  Pictou — all  well. 


The  United  States  frigate  Macedonian,  capt.  Ros- 
seau;  ship  Erie,  capt.  Taylor;  ship  Levant,  captain 
Smoot;  arrived  in  Portsmouth  lower  harbor  on  the 
2d  instant,  from  Eastport,  via  Portland,  and  were  to 
have  sailed  on  the  5th  or  Cth  for  Newport. 

Latest  from  the  exploring  expedition.  The  editors 
of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  have  been  favored  with 
the  following  extract  of  a letter,  dated 

United  Stales  ship  Vincennes, 

Bay  of  Islands,  N.  Zealand,  April  7,  1840. 

I wrote  you  from  Sydney,  about  three  weeks  ago, 
informing  of  our  great  discoveries  south.  I was 
then  afraid  that  the  French  would  contend  with  us 
for  the  honor  of  being  first.  They  cannot  do  it  now, 
as  the  Porpoise  saw  the  land  some  days  before  us. 
As  soon  as  a breeze  makes,  we  are  off' for  Tongata- 
boo,  from  thence  to  the  Fegees,  then  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  which  we  expect  to  reach  in  July,  on  out- 
way  to  the  N.  W.  coast.  We  shall  return  to  the 
islands  by  December. 

This  island  has  been  lately  taken  possession  of  by 
the  English.  Some  of  the  chiefs  have  ceded  their 
sovereignty  to  the  British  queen.  They  do  not  ap- 
pear to  know'  what  they  have  done,  and  probably  as 
soon  as  they  understand  the  matter,  they  will  do  all 
in  their  power  to  destroy  the  settlements.  The 
richness  of  the  soil  is  said  by  our  geologists  to  be  all 
humbug.  We  are  all  in  good  health. 

The  Queen  Charlotte,  the  flag  ship  of  the  Bri- 
tish at  the  battle  ol  Lake  Erie,  is  now  a merchant 
ship,  w'ith  the  stars  and  stripes  fluttering  at  her 
mast  head. 

Sheathing  of  vessels  of  war.  Some  remarkable 
facts  are  related  of  the  new  British  steam  vessel  of 
war,  the  Blazer,  which  has  only  been  out  four 
months  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  her  return,  she 
was  taken  into  one  of  the  dry  docks  in  the  Wool- 
wuck  dock  yard,  and  on  examination  was  found  to 
have  her  copper  sheathing  incrusted  w'ith  barna- 
cles, gordien  knotted  corals,  oysters,  muscles  and 
various  other  shell  fish,  thousands  of  them  alive, 
and  in  many  places  in  clusters  several  inches  thick. 
This  state  of  the  sheating  must  have  taken  place 
from  some  chemical  action  on  the  copper,  which 
has  not  yet  been  accounted  for;  perhaps  a small 
portion  of  zince  may  have  been  inadvertently  used 
in  its  formation,  or  irf  the  construction  of  the  nails 
with  which  it  was'  fastened.  It  is  not  generally 
known  that  a very  small  portion  of  zinc  either  by 
mixture  or  by  coming  in  contact  with  copper,  will 
completely  neutralise  its  quality  of  preventing  the 
adherence  of  shell  fish  in  sea  water.  [IV  Y.  Star. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Five  young  ladies  drowned.  We  learn  from  the 
Portland  Advertiser  that  a boat  called  the  Banner, 
which  left  the  wharf  early  in  the  afternoon  to  visit 
the  three  U.  S.  ships  composing  the  squadron  then 
there,  when  within  one  hundred  rod3  of  the  island, 
on  their  return,  a while  squall  struck  the  top  of  the 
sail  boat,  and  she  went  down  stern  foremost.  The 
five  young  ladies  who  were  iri  the  cuddy  were  drown- 
ed, and  seemingly  death  was  but  the  work  of  an  in- 
stant. The  persons  saved,  placed  themselves  on 
board  the  tender  to  the  Banner.  The  first  assistance 
came  from  those  on  board  the  Water  Lily,  a strong, 
safe  and  excellent  boat,  belonging  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Davis. 

The  Water  Lily  arrived  at  the  steamboat  Bangor, 
between  six  and  seven  o’clock,  where  a coroner’s 
inquest  was  held,  and  a verdict  rendered.  The  pa- 
rents and  friends  were  present  at  this  mournful 
ceremony.  The  following  are  their  names — their 
ages  were  from  1 1 to  IS: 

Frances  Ingraham,  daughter  of  widow  Ingraham. 

Adeline  Thurston,  daughter  of  Mr.  Sami.  Thurs- 
ton, caulker. 

Julia  Ann  Milliken,  daughter  of  capt.  Milliken, 
of  the  bark  Oceola. 

Carolina  and  Elizabeth  Usley,  daughters  of  Mr. 
Nathan  Ilsley. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston  and  Portland  rail  road.  The  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser says  that  trains  of  cars  now  run  twice  a 
day  from  Boston  to  Exeter,  ami  back,  over  a part  of 
the  Lowell,  the  Boston  and  Portland,  and  the  Bos- 
ton and  Maine  rail  roads.  The  usual  duration  of 
the  journey,  between  Boston  and  Exeter,  is  about 
two  and  a quarter  hours,  the  distance  being  49 
miles. 

Building  in  Boston.  In  a walk  of  an  hour,  the 
editor  of  the  Post  says  he  counted  eighty-three  brick 
dwelling  houses  and  slores,  one  very  extensive 
foundry  and  an  elegant  church,  now  being  built  and 
finished  in  Boston. 

The  city  council  of  Boston  have  appropriated 
$ 14,475  lor  the  fitting  up  of  the  old  court  bouse  in 
School  street,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  city  council,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant officers  ol  the  city.  „ 


VERMONT. 

Election.  Last  year  governor  Jennings  (whig) 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  2,351  votes.  At  the 
presidential  election  in  1836  the  vote  was  20,978 
and  the  Van  Buren  vote  14,040.  Whig  majority 
6,93S. 

The  returns  are  not  yet  all  received,  of  the  elec- 
tion which  took  place  on  the  5th  inst.  So  far  as 
received  Jennings  has  a majority  of  upwards  of  ten 
thousand  votes. 

In  the  senate,  which  last  year  stood  18  whigs  to 
12  Van  Buren,  the  whigs  have  elected  28  and  the 
Van  Buren  2. 

In  the  house  which,  last  year  stood  115  whigs  to 
107  Aran  Buren.  The  whigs  have  now  somewhere 
over  170  to  56  Van  Buren. 

Congress.  In  the  last  congress,  Vermont  was 
represented  by  three  whigs  and  two  Van  Buren 
members.  All  live  of  the  representatives  now' 
elected  are  whigs — Mr.  Young  having  beaten  Mr. 
Smith,  the  present  Van  Buren  member  over  1,000 
votes  in  the  3d  district,  and  Mr.  Mattocks  beats 
Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  3d  district  181  votes. 

NEW  YORK. 

Administration  candidates.  The  Van  Buren  con- 
vention which  met  at  Syracuse  have  made  the  fol- 
lowing nominations: 

William  C.  Boucic,  for  governor. 

Daniel  S.  Dickerson,  for  lieut.  governor. 

Samuel  Young,  ) r . , , . 

n r,  ’ > for  state  electors. 

(jrEORLrE  I • DARKGRy  j 

The  New  York  Commercial  says:  “The  ballot 
for  governor  stood  as  follows:  For  Win,  C.  Bouck, 
107;  John  A.  Dix,  14;  Silas  Wright,  jr.  2;  Benj.F. 
Butler,  1;  blank  1.  Mr.  Bouck  was  then  unani- 
mously nominated.” 

The  United  States  district  attorney  for  this  state, 
Mr.  Butler,  is  addressing  the  people  in  various  parts 
of  the  state.  He  addressed  the  meeting  at  Kinder- 
hook  a few  days  since. 

Canals  tolls.  The  toll  received  on  the  N.  Y.  state 
canals,  during  the  last  week  in  August,  are  stat- 
ed in  the  Albany  Journal  to  amount  to  $8 7,879  51. 
The  amount  of  receipts  for  the  month  of  August  is 
stated  at  $197,204  33. 

The  cities  of  Albany  and  Rochester  are  now- 
connected  by  a rail  road.  The  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road  is  to  be  done  on  a route  not  contem- 
plated, much  sooner  than  that  on  the  contemplated 
route 

Kings  county,  assessment.  The  assessed  value  of 
the  real  estate  of  King’s  county,  is  as  follows: 


Towns  and  wards. 

Brooklyn. 

First  ward. 
Second  ward. 
Third  ward, 
Fourth  ward. 
Fifth  w-ard, 

Sixth  ward, 
Seventh  ward. 
Eighth  ward. 
Ninth  ward, 
Toions. 

Williamsburgh,  ) 
Bushwick,  <[ 
Flatbnsh, 

New  Utrecht, 

Flatiands, 

Gravesend, 


Assessment 
of  1839. 
$2,396,265 
2,512,411 
3,633,600 
2,178,590 
1,361,960 
5,078,055 
3,137,002 
872,205 
1,115,970 

2,682,546 

882,330 
576,415 
394.196 
s 305,216 


Assessment 
of  1340. 
$2,294,550 
2,273,964 
3,726,500 
2,581,150 
1,508,840 
5,161,610 
2,890,355 
834,960 
1,026,051 

2,642,834 

832,455 

58S,616 

338,300 

300,840 


27,126,761  27,051,025 

Whig  meetings.  The  times  says:  Anolherof  those 
remarkable  meetings  so  characteristic  of  the  times 
was  held  at  Goshen,  Orange  county  on  Thursday. 
As  large  gatherings  were  held  the  same  day  at  Brook- 
lyn and  Catskill,  there  were  but  few  present  at 
Goshen  from  other  counties.  Old  Orange  however 
poured  out  its  thousands  of  the  hardy  tillers  of  tile 
soil,  and  the  number  assembled  was  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  six  to  nine  thousand.  It  was  larger, 
much  larger  than  the  concourse  at  the  burial  of  the 
“Minisink  Bones”  when  all  the  country  pretty  much 
turned  out.  The  procession  of  wagons,  some  of 
them  drawn  by  (our  and  six  horses,  horsemen,  &c. 
with  their  bands  of  music,  their  countless  banners, 
almost  every  horse  having  the  Harrison  banner 
steaming  from  liis  head  in  a straight  line  over  three 
miles.  Ogden  Hoffman,  Messrs.  Starr  and  Hoxie, 
of  New  York  were  present. 

The  meeting  at  Walton,  Delaware  county,  num- 
bered several  thousands.  Isaac  Ogden  presided. 
Erastus  Root,  N.  P.  T^llmadge,  Messrs.  Hoxie, 
Clark  and  Bruen,  ot  this  city,  and  Mr.  Fay,  of  Ul- 
ster, addressed  the  meeting.  The  Delhi  paper  will 
contain  probably  a full  report,  to  which  we  will 
recur. 

New  York  city.  The  registration  of  voters  under 
the  new  law,  commenced  on  the  7tli  instant. 

Police.  About  twenty  women  and  a dozen  men, 
out  of  the  forty-two  mentioned  by  us  yesterday  as 
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having  been  arrested  at  various  low  negro  gambling 
houses  and  brothels  in  the  5lh  and  6th  wards,  were 
sent  to  the  penitentiary  each  for  six  months,  under 
the  vagrant  act. 

Fire  and  loss  of  life  at  Rochester.  A fire  toolc 
place  on  the  2d  inst.  on  Main  street,  which  destroy- 
ed a number  of  buildings.  The  loss  is  estimated  at 
$ 37,300 . One  of  the  firemen,  George  B.  Benjamin, 
was  instantly  killed  by  the  falling  of  a wall.  He 
was  standing  in  the  river,  holding  a ho3e  pipe,  and 
was  crushed  down  into  five  feet  water.  Another, 
John  Eaton,  was  found  very  near  Mr.  Benjamin, 
also  dreadfully  mangled.  A third,  Charles  Cooley, 
was  standing  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  was  so 
much  injured  by  the  falling  of  the  stones  on  his  head 
that  he  is  now  delirious. 

The  Jews  of  New  York  held  a meeting  at  their 
Synagogue,  on  the  19th  inst.  in  regard  to  alleviating 
the  sufferings  of  their  brethren  in  Damascus.  -The 
building  wa3  full  to  overflowing,  and  the  audience 
were  addressed  by  M.  M.  Noah,  Jonathan  Nathan, 
George  A.  Frost,  Alexander  Kersheedt,  esqrs.  and 
others,  in  interesting  and  eloquent  speeches.  A se- 
ries of  resolutions  were  then  adopted,  and  among 
them  was  the  following: 

“That  a letter  be  addressed  to  his  excellency  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  request- 
ing that  he  will  direct  the  consul  of  the  U.  States  in 
the  dominions  of  the  pasha  of  Egypt  to  co-operate 
with  the  consuls  or  other  agents  accredited  to  the  pa- 
sha, in  endeavoring  to  obtain  a fair  and  impartial  trial 
for  our  brethren  in  Damascus. 

A committee  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect 
was  appointed,  and  the  meeting  closed  with  religi- 
ous exercises.” 

Appointments  by  the  governor.  Mitchell  Eacker, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  commissioner  to  take  ac- 
knowledgments, &cc.  in  that  state,  under  the  act  of 
May  13,  1840. 

Abel  B.  Watkins,  of  Morgan,  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  commissioner,  See.  for  Ohio,  under  the  like 
act. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Langdon,  of  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont, commissioner,  &c.  for  Vermont,  under  the 
like  act. 

Isaac  Y.  Westervelt,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
notary  public,  in  the  place  of  Harman  Westervelt, 
deceased. 

Alexander  H.  Arthur,  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi, 
commissioner  to  take  acknowledgments,  &c.  in  that 
state,  under  the  act  of  May  13,  1840. 

Joseph  L.  Buclringha  n,  of  Clinton,  Louisiana, 
commissioner,  &c.  for  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

Peter  Sken  Smith,  of  St.  Augustine,  commission- 
er, &c.  for  the  territory  of  Florida. 

Election.  The  election  in  this  state  takes  place 
on  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  of  November,  except  in  this 
city  and  county,  the  city  of  Brooklyn  and  town  of 
Bushwick,  L.  I.  where  the  election  is  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  the  4th  of  November.  There  are  to  be 
chosen  a governor,  lieutenant  governor,  forty-two 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  forty  mem- 
bers of  the  27th,  and  one  member  of  the  26th  con- 
gress—the  latter  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  11th 
district,  (Saratoga  and  Schenectady  counties)  caus- 
ed by  the  death  of  Anson  Brown,  and  eight  state 
senators.  [tV.  Y.  Com. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

A state  convention  of  the  opponents  of  the  admi- 
nistration was  held  at  Trenton  on  the  20th  ult.  which 
is  described  to  have  been  the  largest  political  meet- 
ing ever  held  in  New  Jersey.  A motion  was  made 
to  adopt  the  old  congressional  ticket;  and,  with  six- 
teen hearty  cheers,  the  assembled  multitude  pro- 
claimed their  determination  to  send  back  the  same 
representatives  certified  under  the  same  seal:  and 
the  freemen  of  New  Jersey  will  respond  in  Novem- 
ber their  loud  amen. 

There  were  several  very  able  and  interesting 
speeches  from  Messrs.  Halsted,  Smith,  of  Illinois, 
H.  W.  Green,  Southard  and  captain  Stockton. 

Congressional  ticket — Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Maxwell, 
Randolph,  Halsted,  Stratton  and  Yorke. 

Electoral  ticket — Jacob  M.  Ryerson,  James  Iliff, 
John  Rank,  Samuel  G.  Wright,  Thomas  Newbold 
and  Joshua  Townsend. 

Whig  meeting  at  Salem.  A gentleman  who  arriv- 
ed late  last  night  from  the  scene,  informs  us  that  the 
meeting  held  yesterday  at  Salem  was  by  far  the 
largest,  ever  known  to  have  taken  place  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  and  was  characterised  by  the  great- 
est spirit  and  enthusiasm  throughout. 

The  number  of  whigs  participating,  as  told  of  by 
gentlemen  of  both  parties,*was  exactly  12,844. 

[Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

At  Newark.  At  least  four  thousand  people  were 
again  assembled  on  Thursday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing, at  Newark,  to  listen  to  a speech  from  the  hon. 
Seargeant  S.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi.  Mr.  P.  spoke 
for  nearly  three  hours,  and  the  effort  was  one  of  the 
happiest  and  ablest  in  his  life.  He  kept  tire  audi- 


ence, during  the  whole  time,  enchained  by  the  most 
fixed  attention.  [A.  American. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Candidates  for  congress.  The  hon.  Charles 
Naylor  who  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the 
whig  convention  of  the  3d  district  for  re-election, 
declined  the  nomination,  and  Morton  McMich- 
ael,  esq.  has  since  been  nominated. 

Philadelphia  whig  nominations.  The  delegates  of 
the  whig  party  in  the  city  have  nominated  the  fol- 
lowing tickets: 

For  congress — John  Sergeant  and  G.  W.  Toland. 

For  assembly — Edward  C.  Law,  W.  A.  Crabb,  B. 
M.  Hinchman,  Isaac  Myers,  G.  R.  Smith,  Jacob 
Gratz  and  John  Rush. 

Administration  meeting  in  Bucks  county.  The 
Doylestown  Democrat,  says:  The  democratic  meet- 
ing at  the  White  Bear,  Northampton  township,  on 
Saturday  last,  was  a proud  day  for  the  unflinching 
democracy  of  Bucks  county.  Although  the  call 
was  not  made,  to  meet  before  the  hour  of  1 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning, 
the  democrats  began  to  assemble  from  all  directions. 
It  was  one  of  the  largest  political  meetings  ever 
held  in  the  county,  and  with  a few  exceptions  com- 
posed of  our  democratic  citizens.  The  resolutions 
in  favor  of  Van  Buren,  Johnson  and  Porter,  and 
against  abolition  and  negro  suffrage,  were  adopted 
by  acclamation,  and  never  have  we  met  such  an  im- 
mense gathering  of  our  democratic  fellow  citizens 
in  Bucks,  and  seen  them  so  strongly  united  and  de- 
termined to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder.  Let  us 
now  hear  no  more  of  the  great  number  of  changes 
from  democracy  and  Van  Buren,  to  Harrison  and 
federalism,  in  Bucks.  There  are  no  changes,  un- 
less it  is  those  who  voted  for  Harrison  in  1836,  and 
are  now  supporting  Van  Buren.  That  year  Harri- 
son’s majority  in  Bucks  was  200 — and  we  now  re- 
iterate, that  Van  Buren  will  leave  Bucks  with  a 
majority  of  six  hundred  and  no  mistake.  Let  us 
hear  no  more  of  democrats  espousing  the  black  prin- 
ciples of  abolition  and  negro  amalgamation. 

Rally  of  the  democracy  of  Niagara.  The  Lock- 
port  Democrat  and  Balance  contains  an  interesting 
sketch  of  the  great  meeting  of  the  democracy  of 
that  county  on  the  15th.  Resolutions,  terse  and 
convincing,  were  adopted  with  cheers  and  discharge 
of  cannon;  and  the  assemblage*  was  powerfully  and 
eloquently  addressed.  The  Democrat  and  Balance 
speaking  of  the  assemblage,  says: 

“It  was  all  our  friends  could  have  anticipated. — 
In  numbers  it  exceeded  expectation;  and  the  spirit 
with  which  it  was  conducted,  was  just  what  was 
desired — a spirited  demonstration  of  the  zeai  and 
active  determination  that  pervades  the  democracy 
of  Niagara  county. 

More  voters  were  brought  together,  than  upon  any 
previous  occasion  in  Niagara  county!  The  aggre- 
gate number  assembled,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  three  thousand!  More  than  that,  we  are  con- 
fident listen  to  the  speech  of  gen.  Baker.  Through- 
out the  day  the  utmost  good  order  prevailed;  and 
not  the  slightest  accident  occured.  To  our  friends 
abroad,  we  may  say,  that  the  meeting,  its  enthusi- 
asm in  the  support  of  democratic  principles,  all  the 
signs  it  afforded,  told  too  plain  to  be  mistaken,  that 
whig  prophecy  in  relation  to  the  result  here  in  No- 
vember will  be  signally  disappointed.” 

A general  whig  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Lan- 
caster on  the  18th  instant. 

Pennsylvania  loan.  The  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth has  given  notice  that  proposals  will  be 
received  until  the  25th  of  September,  for  a loan  of 
$1,570,000,  at  five  per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  public  improvements  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

Nomination.  Charles  Brown,  esq.  late  a member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  senate,  has  been  nominated  by 
the  friends  of  the  administration  in  the  first  con- 
gressional district  in  that  state,  as  a candidate  for 
congress.  The  hon.  Lem’l  Paynter  is  the  present 
representative. 

The  fiicnds  of  the  administration  in  Philadelphia 
have  nominated  Henry  Horn  for  mayor,  and  Joseph 
C.Neal,  editor  of  the  Pennsylvanian,  and  Andrew 
Miller,  esq.  for  congress  from  that  district. 

Whig  meeting  at  Washington,  Pa.  On  the  28th 
ult.  the  friends  of  gen.  Harrison  held  a meeting  at 
Washington,  w’hich  was  attended  by  upwards  of 
6,000  persons. 

A large  meeting  and  procession  of  the  Tippecanoe 
folks  look  place  at  York  on  the  17th  inst.  and  an- 
other at  Lisburn,  Cumberland  county,  on  the  15th. 

DELAWARE. 

Political.  Meetings  of  both  parties  are  held  in 
one  part  or  other  of  the  state  every  few  days.  A 
large  assemblage  of  whigs  was  addressed  at  George- 
town, Sussex  county,  by  John  M.  Clayton  a few 
days  since.  A meeting  takes  place  this  day  at  Bran- 
dywine springs,  at  which  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Missis- 
sippi, is  expected  to  be  present. 


MARYLAND. 

Fugitives.  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  high  constable  of 
police,  proceeded  to  Harrisburg  with  a requisition 
from  gov.  Grason,  for  the  persons  of  Peter  Rawlings 
and  William  Hutchings,  two  of  the  prisoners  w ho 
broke  out  of  Baltimore  jail  a short  time  since,  they 
having  been  arrested  in  Philadelphia.  [Sun. 

Taking  the  veil.  The  imposing  ceremony  of  tak- 
ing (he  white  veil  was  performed  yesterday  in  the 
church  attached  to  the  Carmelite  nunnery , in  Ais- 
quith  street.  The  church  was  well  filled  with  spec- 
tators, who  seemed  to  take  a lively  interest  in  the 
fate  of  the  youthful  being  who  was  about  to  sever 
herself  voluntarily  from  the  world  and  join  the  rigid 
and  austere  order  of  the  Carmelites.  The  young 
lady  is  Miss  Julia  Wilcox,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
now  called  Sister  Johanna.  This  is  the  fifth  cere- 
mony of  the  kind  which  has  taken  place  within  the 
last  nine  months.  [Pilot. 

A whig  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Hagerstown 
on  the  16th  inst. 

Death  of  the  venerable  Wm.  McMahon.  A corres- 
pondent of  the  Baltimore  Patriot  writes  from  Cum- 
berland on  the  2d  inst.  “This  morning,  about  a 
quarter  before  six  o’clock,  the  venerable  William 
McMahon,  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  beloved  ci- 
tizens, breathed  his  last  at  his  residence  in  this  place. 
He  was  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age,  and  pass- 
ed off  rather  from  the  gradual  decay  of  his  nature, 
than  any  severe  disease.  He  had  the  comfort  of 
being  surrounded  in  his  last  moments,  by  nearly 
every  member  of  his  family',  including  disable  son, 
John  V.  L.  McMahon,  of  your  town,  one  of  the  most 
tender  and  devoted  of- children. 

No  man  ever  enjoyed  more  of  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens  than  did  Wm.  McMahon.  Of  the 
most  irreproachable  integrity,  the  most  disinterest- 
ed benevolence,  the  most  warm  zeal  as  a Christian, 
he  was  respected  and  yet  more  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  him.  The  repeated  offices  of  high  trust  with 
which  he  has  been  honored  by  the  people  of  this 
couniy,  well  attest  this  fact. 

Mr.  McM.  was  a native  oflreland,  and  emigrated 
to  this  country  at  a very  early  age.  For  more  than 
forty  years  he  has  been  an  exemplary  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  has  now,  at  eignty, 
like  a patriarch  of  iold,  descended  to  the  tomb  full 
of  age  and  honor  and  virtue. 

Baltimore  Van  Buren  nominations.  The  Van  Bu- 
ren convention  has  made  the  following  nominations: 
For  mayor,  Samuel  Brady;  for  state  senator,  Benj. 
C.  Howard;  for  the  house  of  delegates,  John  C.  Le- 
grand,  Francis  Gallagher,  John  J.  Graves,  John  B. 
Seideustricker,  Benj.  C.Presstman. 

VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  Garland  in  his  district.  A public  dinner  was 
given  to  the  hon.  James  Garland  by  the  citizens  of 
Nelson  county,  Va.  on  the  27th  of  July,  on  which 
occasion  Mr.  Garland  delivered  one  of  his  earnest 
and  impressive  speeches. 

The  whig  festival  to  be  held  at  Martinsburg, 
Va.  on  the  10th  inst.  it  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  meetings  ever  held  in  the  valley  of  Virginia. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail  road.  It  is  stated 
that  the  directors  of  this  road  have  decided  to  com- 
plete the  work  to  Columbia  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
made  a call  on  the  stockholders  for  I he  means. 

Mayor  of  Charleston.  An  election  was  held  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  the  1st  inst.  to  decide 
whether  or  no  the  mayor  of  that  city  should  receive 
a salary  for  his  services.  The  number  of  votes 
polled  was  792,  and  the  majority  in  favor  of  the  sa- 
lary was  320. 

LOUISIANA. 

A whig  state  convention  has  been  called  by  the 
“Young  Men’s  Tippecanoe  association  at  New  Or- 
leans” to  assemble  at  Baton  Rouge  on  28th  Septem- 
ber. Three  hundred  delegates  from  the  association 
were  appointed  to  attend  it. 

INDIANA. 

Election  returns — August  3d,  1S40.  In  the  Indi- 
anapolis Journal  of  the  27th  ult.  we  find  complete 
returns  of  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant  go- 
vernor at  the  recent  election  in  Indiana,  accompa- 
nied by  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  state. — 
The  whole  number  of  votes  for  governor  is  117,231, 
and  (or  lieutenant  governor  116,444.  The  majority 
for  Bigger,  the  whig  candidate  for  governor,  is  8,037, 
and  for  Samuel  Hall,  the  wdiig  candidate  for  lieut. 
governor  9,292.  The  increase  of  votes  compared 
with  the  presidential  election  in  1836,  is 33,470;  and 
compared  with  the  congressional  election  in  1838, 
16,641.  The  whig  majority,  taking  the  governor’s 
vote  as  the  criterion,  is  166  less  than  in  1830,  and 
9,065  more  than  in  1838.  The  full  vote  in  1833  was 
49,776  for  the  whig  candidates,  and  50,814  for  the 
Van  Buren  candidates.  Van  Buren  majority  then, 
1,03S.  In  the  annexed  table,  lor  the  sake  of  com- 
parison, we  have  added  the  presidential  vote  in  1836. 

[ZY.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 
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1840 , 1836 , 


Counties. 

Bigger. 

Howard. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Adams, 

144 

135 

68 

23 

Allen, 

558 

471 

353 

266 

Bartholomew, 

983 

683 

603 

412 

Benton, 

25 

42 

Blackford, 

67 

V43 

Brown,* 

49 

279 

Boone, 

709 

720 

464 

421 

Crawford, 

429 

357 

196 

166 

Clav, 

376 

521 

153 

251 

Clark, 

1,038 

1,243 

893 

978 

Cass, 

593 

407 

513 

286 

Clinton, 

538 

750 

331 

427 

Carroll, 

672 

805 

375 

565 

Daviess, 

740 

564 

438 

253 

Decatur, 

1,268 

790 

950 

513 

Dearborn, 

1,S13 

1,676 

1.203 

1,282 

Delaware, 

818 

512 

369 

307 

Dekalb, f 

96 

122 

Dubois, 

230 

281 

165 

127 

Elkhart, 

610 

673 

354 

309 

Floyd, 

885 

819 

574 

499 

Franklin, 

1,188 

1,089 

963 

875 

Fulton, 

211 

135 

55 

39 

Fayette, 

1,103 

765 

965 

545 

Fountain, 

951 

1,222 

697 

948 

Gibson, 

746 

697 

496 

425 

Grant, 

442 

347- 

238 

130 

Greene, 

667 

678 

366 

330 

Harrison, 

1,241 

938 

747 

456 

Henry, 

1,579 

844 

1,304 

712 

Huntington, 

117 

159 

52 

67 

Hendricks, 

1,178 

716 

731 

390 

Hamilton, 

903 

685 

569 

262 

Hancock, 

660 

574 

336 

293 

Jackson, 

597 

791 

439 

307 

Jennings, 

799 

479 

626 

292 

Jefferson, 

1,692 

1,096 

1,172 

679 

Jay, 

250 

225 

Johnson, 

610 

962 

438 

559 

Jasper, 

60 

84 

Knox, 

1,024 

679 

736 

437 

Kosciusko, 

393 

358 

160 

149 

Lawrence, 

957 

961 

670 

815 

Lagrange. 

407 

290 

138 

150 

Laporte, 

1,004 

778 

490 

452 

Lake, 

106 

136 

Martin, 

315 

378 

142 

197 

Marion, 

1,663 

1,360 

1,409 

1,043 

Morgan, 

1,033 

921 

666 

543 

Madison, 

927 

474 

1 487 

367 

Monroe, 

739 

936 

424 

604 

Miami, 

297 

272 

133 

80 

Marshall, 

154 

167 

94 

42 

Montgomery, 

1,414 

1,257 

1,066 

752 

Noble,  ■ 

213 

272 

46 

80 

Orange, 

678 

947 

583 

564 

Owen, 

715 

660 

427 

286 

Posey, 

585 

1,009 

330 

751 

Perry, 

4S3 

232 

392 

114 

Pike, 

472 

354 

226 

218 

Putnam, 

1,571 

1,2S5 

1,067 

694 

Parke, 

1,313 

1,061 

828 

534 

Pulaski, 

59 

68 

Porter, 

220 

219 

87 

69 

Rush, 

1,591 

1,225 

1,167 

749 

Ripley, 

918 

569 

663 

403 

Randolph, 

1,028 

514 

633 

234 

Spencer 

516 

394 

171 

179 

Sullivan, 

339 

1,011 

203 

558 

Scott, 

406 

377 

294 

267 

Switzerland, 

1,044 

864 

630 

519 

Steuben, 

256 

196 

Shelby’, 

964 

1,123 

688 

675 

St.  Joseph, 

807 

470 

480 

255 

Tippecanoe, 

1,543 

1,2S9 

1,254 

1,041 

Union, 

782 

641 

700 

56S 

Vanderburgh, 

570 

384 

269 

130 

Vigo, 

1,408 

647 

963 

287 

Vermillion, 

840 

655 

574 

433 

Warwick, 

279 

703 

157 

380 

Washington, 

1,040 

1,433 

656 

947 

Wabash, 

273 

210 

122 

47 

Wayne, 

2,897 

1,272 

2,285 

985 

Whitley, 

86 

89 

W ells. 

84 

112 

Warren, 

727 

389 

541 

329 

White, 

191 

159 

109 

106 

62,934 

54,297 

41,281 

32,478 

54,297 

32,478 

W.  maj.  ’40, 

8,637 

do.  ’36, 

8,803 

V.  B.  maj.  ’38,  1,038,  as  slated  above. 

*In  1836,  Brown  voted  with  Monroe  and  Bartholo- 
mew counties. 

tThe  township  of  Concord  not  included,  the  votes 
being_  lost  on  account  of  informality.  This  township 
gave  33  votes  for  Bigger  and  Hall,  and  23  for  Howard 
and  Tuley. 


Legislature.  The  following  is  a complete  table  of 
tbfe  politics  of  the  oext  legislature  of  this  state. 
senators: 


1840.  1839. 

Whig.  Adm.  Whig.  Adm. 


Cass,  &c. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Marion, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Montgomery, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Tippecanoe, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

St.  Joseph,  ike. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Carroll  and  Clinton, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Floyd, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Switzerland, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Deal  born, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Vigo,  &c. 

1 

* 0 

1 

0 

Fayette  and  Union, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

F ranklin. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Decatur, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Delaware,  &c. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Fountain, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Laporte,  84c. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Wayne, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

15 

2 

7 

9 

Old  senators. 

16 

13 

31 

15 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Marion, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Hamilton, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Hancock, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Montgomery, 

2 

0 

1 

2 

Rush, 

3 

0 

1 

2 

Johnson, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Morgan, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Hendricks, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Monroe, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Madison, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Putnam, 

3 

0 

1 

1 

Shelby, 

0 

2 

1 

l 

Cass, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Bartholomew,  &c. 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Henry, 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Wayne, 

4 

0 

3 

1 

Jennings, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Jefferson, 

3 

0 

2 

1 

Tippecanoe, 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Boone, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Floyd, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Jackson, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Scott, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Switzerland, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Ripley, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Dearborn, 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Sullivan, 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Clay, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Owen, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Decatur, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Parke, 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Virmillion, 

2 

0 

e 

2 

F-Tanklin, 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Union, 

2 

0 

1 

Is 

Fayette, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Delaware, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Randolph, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

St.  Joseph, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Clinton, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Miami  and  Fulton, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Knox, 

1 

0 

. 2 

0 

Gibson, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Vanderburgh, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Warren, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Pike,  ) 

1 

0 

Dubois,  5 

I 

1 

0 

Davies, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Fountain, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Porter  and  Lake, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Laporte, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Carroll, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Lawrence, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Marshall,  &c. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Orange, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Crawford, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Martin, 

1 

0 

Harrison, 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Elkhart, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Lagrange,  &c. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Allen, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Huntington, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Grant,  tkc. 

1 

0 

0 

i 

White, 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Greene, 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Warwick, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Perry,  1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Spencer,  J 

1 

0 

Washington, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Clark, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Posey, 

0 

1 

0 

l 

Vigo, 

4? 

0 

2 

0 

78 

22 

39 

61 

Official  returns  for  the  seventh  congressional  district. 


Counties. 

I.one. 

Hannegan. 

Clinton 

543 

741 

Porter 

223 

216 

Kosciusko 

396 

349 

Marshall 

160 

159 

Fountain 

953 

1,209 

Benton 

31 

36 

White 

196 

152 

St.  Joseph 

810 

464 

Tippecanoe 

1,517 

1,269 

Warren 

733 

380 

Vermillion 

854 

642 

Carroll 

678 

789 

Laporte 

1,015 

760 

Montgomery 

1,425 

1,241 

Parke 

1,349 

1,020 

10,883 

9,227 

9,227 

Lane’s  majority, 

1,656 

The  Indiana  Sun  states,  that  judge  Bigger,  the 
whig  governor  elect  of  Indiana,  has  fully  recovered 
from  his  recent  sever  illness. 


OHIO. 

Political.  The  vice  president,  col.  R.  M.  John- 
son, and  the  governor  of  the  state  are  amongst  the 
orators  who  address  large  assemblages  of  the  people 
in  various  parts  of  this  state  in  lavor  of  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Amongst  the  speakers  on  the  whig  side  are  Mr. 
Corwin,  the  whig  candidate  for  governor,  and  Mr. 
Ewing,  late  U.  S.  senator. 

Great  preparations  were  in  progress  at  Dayton  for 
the  anniversary  of  perry’s  victory,  on  the  10th  inst. 

Whig  meeting  at  Warren.  The  Cleveland  (Ohio) 
Herald  of  Wednesday,  says:  “The  Corwin  meeting 
at  Warren  was  without  a parallel,  even  in  this  day 
of  magnificent  assemblages  of  the  people.  The 
number  is  estimated  at  15  to  20,000.  The  display 
of  banners,  mottos,  big  teams  and  big  wagons  wa3 
grand  and  animating.  “Tom  Corwin’s  buggy,” 
brought  in  over  200  persons  from  one  neighborhood, 
drawn  by  32  yoke  of  oxen.  A,  car,  decked  with 
evergreens  until  it  resembled  a moving  wood,  was 
filled  by  some  60  ladies,  and  drawn  by  8 or  10  span 
of  horses,  each  span  under  the  guidance  of  a youth 
in  jockey  uniform.  Old  Trumbull  bears  away  the 
palm.  All  the  counties  contiguous,  both  in  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania,  poured  out  their  thousands  to 
hear  Ohio’s  favorite  wagon  boy.  Tom  was  at  home 
among  them,  making  his  very  happiest  effort.” 

The  same  paper  mentions  that  the  meetings  at 
New  Lisbon  and  Ravena,  were  very  large  and  en- 
thusiastic. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Peoria  Register  of  the  14th,  from  returns 
received  and  estimated,  says  that  the  senate  will 
consist  of  15  whigs  and  25  Van  Burettes;  and  the 
house  of  42  whigs  and  49  Van  BBrenites. 

MISSOURI. 

The  last  St.  Louis  Argus  contains  returns,  offi- 
cial and  otherwise,  from  every  county  in  the  state 
except  one,  and  the  vote  stands  for  governor,  Rey- 
nolds, democrat,  28, G07>  Clark,  whig,  20.954—bt*. 
ing  a majority  of  7,603.  The  remaining  county,  it 
is  believed,  will  swell  the  majority  to  8,000.  In 
the  legislature  there  is  a democratic  majority  of  13 
on  joint  baliot. 

MICHIGAN. 

A whig  convention  was  to  assemble  at  Detroit  on 
the  30th  ult.  at  which  it  is  stated  that  gen.  Harri- 
son, Henry  Clay,  Webster,  Tallmadge  and  other 
distinguished  men  were  expected  to  attend. 

IOWA. 

The  whigs  of  Iowa  have  nominated  Mr.  Rich  as 
congressional  delegate  of  that  territory,  and  the  de- 
mocrats have  nominated  gen.  Dodge. 

FLORIDA. 

Indian  Key,  the  theatre  of  the  late  massacre  by 
the  Seminoles,  is  situated  about  thirty  miles  from 
the  main  land.  The  number  of  canoes  which  came 
that  distance  was  seventeen,  each  containing  about 
five  men.  This  feat  of  daring  is  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  the  Floiida  war. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 
Communication  from  general  Jackson.  The  fol- 
lowing communication  from  ex-president  Jackson, 
appeared  in  the  Nashville  Union,  in  reply  to  the 
card  from  Henry  Clay,  inserted  in  the  last  Register. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Nashville  Union: 

Sir — I have  just  read  in  the  Banner  of  this  day 
an  article  addressed  by  Henry  Clav,  of  Kentucky,  to 
the  public;  the  object  of  which  is  evidently  to  excul- 
pate himself,  for  the  calumnious  assault  he  made 
upon  my  character  and  that  of  Edward  Livingston, 
deceased,  in  his  speech  to  the  multitude  on  Monday 
last.  < * 
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In  the  Nashville  Whig  of  last  Tuesday’s  date,  the 
paper  selected  for  the  publication  of  Mr.  Clay’s 
speech  on  that  occasion,  he  is  reported  to  have  used 
the  following  language — “He  referred  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Edward'  Livingston  as  secretary  of 
state,  at  a time  when  he  was  a defaulter,  but  said  he 
presumed  the  president  did  not  reltect  sufficiently 
upon  the  tendency  such  an  appointment  would 
{lave.”  On  the  same  day  several  gentlemen  of  the 
federal-whig  party,  informed  me  that  Mr.  Clay  had 
hnarged  me  with  appointing  defaulters  to  office;  and 
since  my  arrival  at  Nashville  a great  number  of  my 
Mends  have  stated  that  they  heard  Mr.  Clay’s  speech 
on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  and  that  he  did  declare 
that  I had  appointed  Mr.  Livingston  secretary  of 
state  when  he  was  a defaulter. 

With  this  evidence  before  me  I cannot  entertain 
a donbt  that  the  information  on  which  I acted  when 
I addressed  you  on  Tuesday  is  correct,  nor  is  it  at 
all  impaired  by  the  inculpation  which  Mr.  Clay  has 
offered  to  the  public.  Knowing  the  man  as  I do,  I 
knew  that  he  would  resort  to  some  such  artifice  to 
cover  his  retreat  from  the  position  into  which  he  had 
been  thrown  by  his  vain  desire  to  qualify  those  who 
had  followed  him  in  the  raccoon  and  hard-cider  pa- 
geantry of  the  day.  Convicted  of  making  an  asser- 
tion which  the  records  of  the  senate  and  other  fami- 
liar with  history  proved  to  be  false,  he  now  attempts 
to  qualify  it  by  the  following  language — “In  arguing 
from  cause  to  effect,  I contended  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Livingston  was  a pernicious  precedent 
• — that  it  was  a virtual  proclamation  to  all  who  were 
or  might  be  defaulters,  that  their  infidelity  in  a pub- 
lic trust  constituted  no  insuperable  barrier  to  a pro- 
motion to  one  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  govern- 
ment. I did  not  attribute  to  gen.  Jackson  a know- 
ledge of  the  default.  I went  even  so  tar  as  to  say 
that  he  might  not  have  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  the  appointment  of  an  individual  so  situ- 
ated. I must  now  say  that  until  gen.  Jackson  other- 
wise asserts,  I am  constrained  to  believe  that  he 
could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  a fact  so  conspicuous 
in  the  annals  of  our  country  as  that  of  the  default  of 
Edward  Livingston,  esq.  as  attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  the  district  of  New  York,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  the  amount  of 
$100,000.”  And  all  this  moral  sin  is  now  made  to 
result,  not  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Livingston  was  a 
defaulter  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  se- 
cretary of  state,  but  that  he  had  been  some  thirty 
years  before.  It  would  be  easy  to  show  from  the 
life  of  Mr.  Li  vingston  that  the  default  here  alluded 
to  was  one  which  did  not  prejudice  his  moral  cha- 
racter, or  lessen  the  high  standing  which  he  enjoyed 
at  the  time,  and  lias  since  invariably  sustained 
wherever  he  has  been  known.  But  it  is  not  my 
purpose  here  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  that  emi- 
nent patriot  and  statesman.  Every  one  can  see  that, 
ex Gained  as  Mr.  Clay  now  places  his  reference  to 
that  appo?al:inent>  he  fails  to  conceal  his  real  design 
of  leaving  an  iuipression  on  the  public  mind  unfa- 
vorable to  my  chara-  ter,  and  by  a resoit  to  tacts 
which,  when  examined,  are  insufficient  or  imagi- 
nary. 

He  cannot  say,  in  an  article  which  bears  his  sig- 
•'  * T ever  a^oointed  a defaulter  or  retained 
nature.  Hint  * . ~rr  Yet  this  was 

one  in  office,  knowing  him  to  be  one.  - - 

the  impression  which  he  sought  to  make  on  the  mul- 
lne  ' . . _ i.u  with  him  on  Mon  - 


tnade  I 


l-  uiuuiciiL  meii.uc  . . verned  chiefly  by  the  wind,  the  sun,  moon  and  stars 

ir  upon  every  measure  of  my  adm,  1 : . 3 , 3 , ,,  R-  ,i,. 

issailed  the  character  of  everv  nublie  be’^  obscnrea  nearly  all  this  time  by  the  tog  and 
Tfl  “iUls,  which  latter  were  very  frequent;  some- 


which  he  was  a prominent  member.  He  has 
an  incessant  war 
nistration,  and  assailed 
man  who  has  not  favored  his  ambitious  pretensions 
Availing  himself  of  the  corruptions  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  disasters  which  have 
befallen  the  country  in  consequence  of  the  paper 
money  system,  he  now  makes  piteous  appeals 
to  the  people,  concealing  the  real  causes  of  their 
pecuniary  difficulties,  and  instead  of  exhorting 
them  to  unite  in’maintaining  (he  inviolability  of  con- 
tracts and  reforming  the  currency,  he  tells  them  to 
make  another  bank  of  fifty  millions. 

This  certainly  is  not  the  man  to  come  here  and 
lecture  Tennessee  on  morals  or  politics,  and  to  pull 
down  or  build  up  the  reputation  of  her  citizens. 

Mr.  Clay  seems  to  have  considered  that  he  was 
addressing  a benighted  people — before  whom  he 
might  indulge  his  malignant  disposition  to  slander 
the  living  and  the  dead  without  exposure,  and  whose 
passions  might  be  appealed  to  by  the  exhibition  of 
empty  pageants  and  flags  of  new  device,  not  the  flag 
of  the  country,  indicating  allegiance  to  onr  free  in- 
stitutions, but  flags  representing  the  evil  passions  of 
the  leaders  of  the  various  factions  that  are  united  in 
the  present  war  against  the  principles  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  I leave  an  impartial  public  to  deter- 
mine what  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  state- 
ments of  a demagogue  thus  reckless  of  truth  and  de- 
cency. ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Nashville,  Friday,  21st  August,  1830. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Melancholy  shipwreck.  Loss  of  the  brig 
Florence  of  New  York,  with  fifty  lives.  The  brig 
Attention,  which  arrived  at  Boston  on  Monday  from 
St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  furnished  the  Messrs. 
Topliff,  of  the  Exchange  rooms,  with  an  account  of 
the  wreck  of  the  brig  Florence,  of  New  York,  on 
her  return  from  Rotterdam  to  New  York.  She 
left  the  latter  place  on  (he  30th  June,  it  appears, 
with  a crew  of  eight  men  and  seventy  passengers. 
She  was  under  the  command  of  Samuel  Rose,  who 
had  taken  charge  of  her  on  her  outward  voyage. 
Her  cargo  was  composed  chiefly  of  a few  casks  of 
wine  and  a small  quantity  of  ballast.  The  follow- 
ing narrative  is  given  by  the  m.ate,  who  arrived  in 
Boston  with  the  Attention. 

“They  were  favored  with  pleasant  weather  until 
nearly  up  with  the  eastern  part  of  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland— after  that  they  were  assailed  with  a suc- 
cession of  gales,  attended  with  fog  and  rain,  up  to  the 
time  of  their  shipwreck.  On  Sunday  morning, 
August  9,  the  man  on  the  helm  cried  out  -“hard 
down,  the  helm,  breakers  ahead.”  The  helm  w as 
immediately  put  alee,  but  before  the  sails  were  taken 
aback,  the  biig  struck  the  rock  on  the  starboard 
side.  A moment  before  she  was  going  at  the  rate 
of  seven  or  eight  miles  per  hour.  She  instantly 
filled  and  fell  on  her  side.  Immediately  a scene  of 
confusion  and  terror  presented  itself,  the  horror  of 
which  can  better  be  imagined  than  described.  Here 
the  wife  and  husband  bidding  each  other  a laEt 
farewell — the  frantic  mother  clasping  her  infant  to 
her  bosom,  as  if  even  death  should  not  seperate 
them,  and  some  few  wlio  had  no  relations  on  board, 
were  endeavoring  to  secure  what  money  they  had 
by  fastening  it  to  their  bodies;  which  alas,  moved 
the  means  of  thffir  destruction.  For  that  'which 
they  vainly  thought  would  secure  them  a comforta- 
ble nomein  the  fertile  lands  of  (he  T,r  west,  chang- 
ed their  destiny  to  an  eternal  bo',ne  in  death.  On 
attempting  to  swim  the  l?;,id,  the  weight  of  the 


“For  four  days  they  continued  their  course,  go- 
, moon  and  stars 


titude  that  were  assembled  here 
dav  last  That  he  did  then  predicate  this  charge  on 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Livingston  is  proved  by  the 

testimony  which  I have  adduced,  but  my  exposure  t . ..  .. 

of  the  calumny  will  never  reach,  probably,  tnose  money  sunk  *.aem  to  the  bottom, 
who  heard  its  utterance.  This  was  my  complaint  - ~ 

not  that  Mr.  Clay  had  not  a right  to  argue  (as  he  ex- 
presses it)  from  cause  to  effect  in  the  examination 
of  my  official  conduct,  hut  that  he  had  no  right  to 
pervert  facts  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  slan- 
ders of  Mr.  Livingston  and  myself. 

Taking  the  same  latitude  that  Mr.  Clay  did  in  his 
speech,  and  in  his  answer  to  my  card,  or  by  tracing 
effects  to  their  causes  with  an  impartiality  and  jus- 
tice which  will  slander  neither  the  living  nor  the 
dead,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  refer  thp  public  to 
a far  more  appropriate  source  for  the  evils  of  which 
Mr.  Clay  complains,  than  Mr.  Livingston’s  appoint- 
ment. This  would  be  the  extravagant  extent  of  the 
bank  paper  system;  upheld  as  it  lias  been  by  the  fe- 
deral party  in  their  efforts  to  make  the  federal  go- 
vernment subservient  to  the  schemes  of  the  stock- 
jobbers and  money-brokers  of  this  country  and  Eu- 
rope. But  I do  not  feel  called  upon  here  to  vindi- 
cate the  measures  of  the  administration  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  have  been  so  long  resisted  by  the  party 
of  which  Mr.  Clay  is  the  head. 

Mr.  Clay,  when  successful  in  (lie  intrigue  which 
made  him  secretary  of  state,  declared,  give  us  pa- 
tronage and  we  will  make  ourselves  popular . He 
has  grasped  twice  at  the  presidency.  The  people 
repudiate  the  principles  of  the  administration  of 


“Captain  Rose,  with  commendable  coolness,  com- 
manded all  to  remain  by  the  wreck  until  some 
means  were  devised  to  escape  with  safety.  For 
this  purpose  the  second  mate,  Mr.  William  Robbs, 
of  Springfield,  Mass,  took  the  end  of  a line  and 
sprung  from  (be  vessel  to  a ledge  which  lay  between 
her  and  the  shore;  but  at  the  time  an  overwhelming 
sea  overtook  him,  and  dashed  the  devoted  sailor 
against  the  rocks,  a mangled  corpse.  Captain  Rose 
next  attempted  the  only  means  of  saving  the  lives 
of  those  on  board.  He  was  more  fortunate,  and 
reached  the  land  in  safety.  The  crew  were  all  sav- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  the  second  mate;  but  only 
30  of  the  79  passengers  were  saved,  and  of  them 
many  were  saved  by  capt.  Rose  and  the  chief  mate, 
Mr.  Schofield,  at  the  imminent  peril  .of  their  own 
lives.  By  this  time  all  were  on  shore  who  were 
saved;  about  three  hours  after  the  brig  struck,  there 
were  scarcely  two  planks  together;  all  was  literally 
in  splinters,  Thus  37  were  thrown  ashore  upon  a 
barren,  and  to  them  an  unknown  part  of  the  coast. 
Many  were  half  clad,  and  most  of  them  without 
shoes.  Not  a solitary  biscuit  was  saved.  In  this 
pitiable  condition,  they  commenced  their  journey 
through  thick  woods  and  swamps,  and  over  bleak 
and  rugged  hills,  in  hopes  of  finding  some  human 
habitation, 


_____  very  frequent; 

rain  sq-  . j)arjc  from  t|le  trees  anj  w|,at  few  ber- 
times  eating  ■ --,q.  Earlv  on  the  morning  of  the 

nes  they  could  n..  Schofield  ascended  a hill* 

12th’ capt.  Rose  and  i,  ...  0m.  and  afford  them  a 
in  hopes  the  fog  might  cle*.  - o’clock 

view  of  the  surrounding  coiintrjr.  J ‘ u“ic  • 

the  weather  cleared  a little  and  they  weiC  enabled 
to  see  the  harbor  and  village  of  Renouse.  The  hap- 
py intelligence  was  soon  communicated  to  the  rest, 
and  they  resumed  their  inarch  with  lighter  hearts. 
When  they  entered  the  village,  the  inhabitants  wel- 
comed them  with  every  thing  their  present  need 
demanded.  Mr.  Goodrich,  of  whose  benevolence 
the  crew  and  passengers  speak  in  the  warmest 
terms  of  gratitude,  gave  them  money  and  clothes, 
and  furnished  them  with  a vessel  to  convey  them  to 
St.  Johns,  the  residerice  of  the  United  States  con- 
sular agent.  At  9,  P.  M.  on  Saturday,  the  loth, 
they  were  landed  at  St.  Johns. 

“The  news  of  their  arrival  soon  brought  to  the 
shore  rich  and  poor,  old  and  young,  some  thrusting 
bread  into  the  hands  of  the  shipwrecked  strangers, 
and  others  taking  the  poor  wretches  home  with 
them.  Nothing  was  spared  which  pity  could  sug- 
gest to  alleviate  their  wants  or  sufferings.  The 
next  day  being  Sunday,  nothing  was  publicly  done 
for  them,  but  on  Monday,  handbills  were  posted  up 
requesting  a meeting  to  take  place  at  the  chamber 
of  commerce,  to  devise  means  to  relieve  the  neces- 
sities of  those  whom  fate  had  thrown  upon  their 
shores. 

Some  seventy  or  eighty  pounds  were  collected  in 
a short  time,  and  resolutions  were  passed  to  raise  a 
sufficient  sum,  whereby  the  emigrants  might  be  en- 
abled to  reach  the  place  of  their  destination.  A 
committee  was  also  appointed  to  receive  clothing  or 
money  from  all  who  felt  disposed  to  give.  Captain 
M.  did  not  learn  the  result,  as  he  sailed  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning;  but  thinks  from  the  philanthropic 
spirit  manifested  by  the  people  of  St.  Johns,  that 
the  unfortunate  people  were  amply  provided  for.” 

Dr.  Perrine.  We  published  a few  days  ago  a 
short  notice  of  this  excellent  man,  -whose  recent  death 
by  the  hands  of  savages  at  the  massacre  of  Indian 
Key  was  one  of  the  most  melancholy  events  ol  that 
bloodv  affair.  We  find  in  the  Newark  Advertiser  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  life  arid  character  of 
Dr.  Perrine,  some  particulars  of  which  will  be  inte- 
resting to  onr  readers. 

Dr.  P.  was  a native  of  Connecticut.  He  resided 
for  many  years  in  the  northern  part  of  South  Ame- 
rica as  consul  for  the  United  Slates,  and  became  inti- 
mately acquainted  will)  the  provinces  of  Campeachy, 
Yucatan  and  Sizal.  These  districts  abound  in  valu- 
able plants.  It  became  a favorite  object  with  Dr. 
Perrine  to  introduce  such  of  these  as  seemed  most 
suitable  inti-1  the  southern  portion  of  the  U.  States — 
being  convinced  that  the  staples  of  the  tropics  both 
for  food  and  manufacture  would  thrive  in  our  south- 
ern soil  and  climate.  Some  of  his  letters  written  at 
Campeachy  to  friends  in  the  United  States  found 
their  way  into  the  public  journals,  and  were  read  with 
much  interest. 

During  the  session  of  congress  of  1S37  and  ’38, 
Dr.  Perrine  was  in  Washington.  He  obtained  the 
use  of  the  room  assigned  in  the  capital  to  the  com- 
mittee on  agriculture,  where  he  arrayed  some  speci- 
mens of  fibrous  plants  and  their  fibres,  for  the  exami- 
nation of  members  of  congress.  The  account  goes 
on  to  say: 

He  had  also  laid  before  bolli  branches  a vast 
amount  of  information,  describing  the  habits  of  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  useful  plants  and  demonstrating 
that  the  sand  barrens  of  the  south,  and  their  imprac- 
ticable morasses,  for  all  other  purposes  not  merely 
useless,  but  deleterious,  might  be  made  lo  produce, 
by  seif- propagation,  and  almost  without  labor,  the 
various  fibrous  plants  which  yield  the  fibres  from 
which  Manilla  and  Sizal  rope,  and  all  the  great  and 
beautiful  variety  of  grass  cloths  are  manufactured. 

The  marshes  bear  one  class  of  plants  and  the  most 
arid  sands  another  class,  and  the  climate  is  sufficient- 
ly warm,  through  Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia  and  S. 
Carolina,  while  some  kinds  will  thrive  as  far  north  as 
Virginia.  It  was  Dr.  P’s  strong  desire  to  see  those 
productions  introduced  into  all  that  section  of  country 
that  the  decline  of  cotton,  rice  and  tobacco  crops  from 
exhaustion  of  the  soil,  might  be  made  up  by  this  spon- 
taneous and  prolific  cultivation  of  tliQse  immense- 
tracts  now  esteemed  valueless,  giving  a new  and  per- 
manent source  of  wealth  and  prosperity— It  was  for 
aid  in  this  great  and  philanthropic  project  (hat  he 
asked  the  aid  of  the  government— not  in  money,  but 
in  a grant  of  those  same  barren  lands  which  some  off 
the  officers  of  our  army  have  pronounced  worthless 
and  uninhabitable. 
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With  all  these  memorials  of  his  labor,  Dr.  Perrine 
remained  nearly  unnoticed  for  two  or  three  months. 
Jn  this  neglected  condition  we  first  knew  of  him,  his 
labors  and  his  projects;  and  among  the  moet  pleasant 
recollections  of  our  acquaintance  is  that  which  we 
look  upon  with  greatest  satisfaction,  that  it  was  in 
our  power,  in  consequence  of  a favorable  position  to 
call  the  attention  of  a great  many  members  of  con- 
gress to  the  valuable  specimens,  and  interesting  illus- 
trations of  Dr.  Perrine.  The  north  and  the  south  at 
last  became  acquainted  with  the  subject  he  had  so 
deeply  at  heart.  They  saw  as  he  did  a splendid 
scheme  for  the  increase  of  national  wealth,  by  the 
improvement  of  otherwise  barren  soils,  lor  the  pro- 
duction of  new  materials  lor  useful  manufactures; 
and  his  simple  request  that  he  might  locate  a settle- 
ment for  the  propagation  of  tropical  plants  in  Florida 
upon  government  lands  was  granted,  with  the  pri- 
vilege of  purchasing  any  surrounding  lands  hereaf- 
ter when  the  Indians  should  be  removed  and  the 
lands  and  hogs  offered  for  sale  at  the  regular  market 
price.  This  gave  him  a right  to  enter  upon  the  land 
and  it  was  all  he  asked.  It  was  readily  granted. 

After  this,  Dr.  Perrine  came  to  the  north  and  spent 
some  considerable  time  in  Boston,  making  inquiries 
into  the  wants  of  manufactures,  the  kinds  of  fibre 
most  likely  to  be  demanded,  and  the  kinds  of  machi- 
nery which  would  best  cleanse  it  from  the  pulp  and 
skin.  He  did  this  with  a prudent  forecast  for  the 
final  prosperity  of  his  establishment.  He  was  wait- 
ing, also,  for  the  termination  of  Indian  hostilities,  that 
he  and  such  coadjutors  as  might  associate  with  him 
in  the  enterprise,  migliL  sit  down  in  security.  His 
plan  was  to  collect  a number  of  poor  families,  who 
were  industrious  and  of  good  character,  and  willing 
to  migrate  to  Florida.  He  would  then  have  given 
them  lands  from  his  grant,  and  would  fora  time  have 
ensured  them  a subsistence,  till,  by  their  labor  in 
carrying  out  his  project,  they  might  support  them- 
selves or  acquire  w'ealth. 

Historical.  Seige  of  Fort  Meigs — Col. 
Chp.ystie’s  account.  At  the  late  whig  conven- 
tion at  Nashville,  col.  William  Chrystie  was  one  of 
the  speakers.  We  copy  the  following  passages  from 
his  address: 

It  is  true,  my  countrymen,  that  I had  the  honor  of 
being  by  the  side  of  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe,  during 
some  of  the  most  trying  periods  of  his  military  life, 
and  I look  upon  the  present  moment,  a3  one  of  the 
most  happy  of  iny  existence,  that  I have  been  spar- 
ed in  common  with  my  old  companions  in  arms,  t.o 
be  permitted  to  stand  forth  to-day,  as  a living  wit- 
ness of  the  skill,  the  patient  firmness,  the  patriotism 
and  the  valor  displayed  by  general  Harrison  in  the 
times  that  tried  men’s  souls.  [Shouts  of  applause]. 
It  is  true,  fellow  cilizens,  that  when  the  first  gun 
was  fired  upon  Fort  Meigs,  by  the  enemy,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seige,  general  Harrison  call- 
ed me  to  his  side,  (for  1 was  acting  quarter  master, 
and  had  charge  of  all  the  public  stores  and  flags) 
and  said:  “Sir,  go  and  nail  a banner  upon  every  bat- 
tery, where  they  shall  wave  as  long  as  an  enemy  is 
in  view!”  [Immense  cheering].  1 did  go,  and  with 
this  right  hand,  I did  nail  a flag  upon  every  battery, 
not  one  of  which  was  struck,  except  by  the  balls  of 
the  enemy,  until  victory  hadpearched  upon  them. — 
[Tremendous  cheering]. 

I promised,  fellow  citizens,  not  to  make  a speech, 
(cries  of  go  on— go  on),  but  I must  take  the  liberty 
of  explaining  two  or  three  facts  connected  with  the 
seige,  and  which  have  not  been,  so  far  as  I have 
seen,  properly  brought  to  light. 

By  the  special  order  of  the  general,  I was  at  his 
side,  night  and  day,  during  this  memorable  siege, 
and  I am  proud  to  declare,  in  the  presence  of  this 
great  convention,  and  to  the  world,  that  there 
was  no  skulking,  no  shrinking  from  danger,  on  his 
pait,  [applause],  but  on  the  contrary,  his  smile  and 
encouraging  countenance  were  seen  in  every  part  of 
the  fort.  His  addresses  to  the  soldiers  from  time  to 
time  were  such  as  to  inspire  the  most  timid  with 
confidence,  and  his  example  in  braving  danger  such 
as  to  give  courage  even  to  the  coward,  had  one  been 
present.  But  to  the  point. 

When  the  messenger,  lieut.  Hamilton,  from  gen. 
Green  Clay’s  corps  of  reinforcement  reached  the 
fort,  I was  present  and  heard  every  word  that  pass- 
ed between  him  and  the  general.  The  plan  of  at- 
tack, for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  fort,  was  the 
prompt  and  sole  work  of  the  general  himself.  There 
were  British  batteries  on  either  side  of  the  fort  play, 
ing  upon  it  by  cross  fire,  the  river  intervening- be- 
tween those  on  one  side,  and  the  fort  and  an  open 
plain  between  us,  and  the  enemy’s  cannon  on  the 
other.  The  general  was  aware  that  the  main  force 
of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  was 
encamped  near  two  miles  below  his  batteries,  in 
which  there  were  only  enough  to  man  the  guns.— 
He  therefore  sent  an  order  to  general  Clay,  to  land 
Dudley’s  regiment  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 


from  the  fort,  with  directions  to  storm  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  to  spike  and  cut  down  his  cannon,  retreat 
to  their  boats  and  cross  the  river  immediately  to  the 
fort,  which,  be  observed,  could  be  done  without  the 
loss  of  a single  man,  and  which  must  be  dune,  as  he 
had  no  force,  which  could  be  spared  from  the  fort  to 
send  to  their  aid  in  case  of  need.  It  was  also  ex- 
plained to  the  messenger,  that  a sortie  would  be 
made  from  the  fort  at  the  same  moment,  and  the  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  on  the  side  of  the  plain  be  storm- 
ed. This  was  done  in  the  most  gallant  style.  Then 
it  was,  that  the  American  arms  were  completely  vic- 
torious, and  had  col.  Dudley  obeyed  the  whole  or- 
ders, sent  to  him,  as  was  expected,  the  5th  of  May, 
1813,  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  glorious  days 
in  the  military  history  of  the  country,  during  the 
Iasi  war.  But  fate  decreed  otherwise,  at  least  so 
far  as  colonel  Dudley  and  his  gallant  regiment  were 
concerned;  for,  aftei  having  executed  the  orders  of 
his  general  by  storming  the  batteries  and  spiking 
and  cutting  down  the  cannon,  without  the  loss  of  a 
man,  the  brave  Dudley  found  himself  incapable  of 
drawing  off  the  impetuous  Kentuckians,  who  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  engaging  in  battle. — 
The  result  was,  such  as  you  all  know,  the  total  de- 
feat and  capture  of  his  regiment  by  the  British 
troops,  who  had  marched  up  after  the  destruction  of 
the  batteries,  from  their  camp  below,  as  was  antici- 
pated by  general  Harrison,  when  he  issued  the  order 
for  the  regiment  to  cross  the  river  by  all  means  im- 
mediately after  executing  their  work.  It  may  be 
well  to  observe  here,  that  victory  had  crowned  the 
sortie  made  from  the  fort,  before  the  unfortunate  is- 
sue on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I am,  perhaps, 
the  only  living  witness,  w’ho  heard  the  general  de- 
liver his  plans  and  orders  to  lieutenant  Hamilton, 
the  messenger.  Every  thing  was  clearly  explained, 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a prompt  retreat  on  the 
part  of  Dudley  after  spiking  the  enemy’s  cannon, 
was  pointed  out.  In  the  energetic  manner,  peculiar 
to  the  general  himself,  he  said  to  lieutenant  Hamil- 
ton: “Tell  your  commander,  that  these  orders  are  to 
be  obeyed,  at  the  hazard  of  bis  life!”  [Great  ap- 
plause]. 

Thirteenth  annual  fair  of  the  Ameri- 
can institute.  This  great  anniversary  exhibi- 
tion of  the  choice  products  of  agriculture,  manu- 
factures, and  the  arts,  will  open  to  visiters  at  Niblo’s 
garden,  in  the  city  of  .New  York,  on  Monday,  the 
5th  of  October,  1840.  Articles  for  competition,  in 
order  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  fair, 
must  be  delivered  on  the  previous  Friday  or  Satur- 
day. 

An  address  on  “home  production  and  particularly 
that  of  silk,”  will  be  delivered  at  the  repository  ol 
the  American  institute,  on  Wednesday  evening  the 
7th  of  October,  at  8 o’clock. 

On  Friday,  the  9th  of'October,  at  3 o'clock, P,  M. 
the  ploughing  exhibition,  for  testing  such  ploughs 
as  have  been  entered  for  competition  at  the,  fair,  will 
commence  in  some  suitable  field  near  the  city. 

On  Wednesday  the  14th  of  October,  at  12  o’clock, 
M.  the  exhibition  of  pure  blood  cattle  and  choice 
farming  live  stock  will  be  made  w.’thin  or  near  -the 
garden.  As  they  will  be  selected  by  the  judges  for 
this  purpose,  they  must  be  entered  on  the  books  of 
the  fair  by  12  o’clock  on  Tuesday  the  lo'th  of  Octo- 
ber. 

On  Thursday  evening  October  15th,  at  7^-o’clock, 
the  anniversary  address  will  be  delivered  ai.'d  will 
be  succeeded  by  the  annual  supper. 

On  Friday,  evening,  the  16th  October,  the  * ’3th 
fair  will  close,  with  the  public  annunciation  of  tifie 
premiums  awarded,  and  an  address  by  the  president 
of  the  institute.  | 

More  than  twelve  years  have  elapsed  since  a few 


increasing  in  variety  and  splendor,  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  fairs  ever  held  within  the  limits  of  our 
country.  At  the  same  time,  taking  into  view  the 
increase  of  our  library,  machinery,  models,  furniture 
and  fixtures,  the  value  of  our  assets  has  not  dimi- 
nished, while  the  number  of  paying  members  have 
multiplied  four-fold. 

The  American  institute  is  a magnificent  standing 
evidence  of  the  efficacy  of  the  spirit  of  association, 
which  in  this  age  is  accomplishing  such  mighty  re- 
sults. Its  influences,  funremitted  for  thirteen  years), 
through  its  annual  fairs,  annual  addresses  and  pre- 
miums, have  reached  every  part  of  our  country’.  By 
creating  extended  competition,  the  latent  powers  ol 
invention  have  been  brought  into  action  far  and 
near,  and  disheartened  and  prostrate  genius  has  been 
raised  up  in  the  midst  of  universal  embarrassment 
with  renewed  strength. — Old  and  dormant  institu- 
tions have,  by  its  example,  been  roused  and  invigo- 
rated, and  the  creation  of  new  ones  has  been  induced, 
that  had  not  been  thought  of  before,  which  now  hold 
their  periodical  celebrations  upon  the  precise  plan 
first  adopted  by  this  institute. 

Much  of  the  attention  of  the  managers  will  be 
devoted  to  agriculture.  They  will  be  aided  by  tbe 
board  of  agriculture,  composed  chiefly  of  practical 
farmers.  The  plough,  the  great  instrument  of  hu- 
man sustenance  and  civilization,  will  claim  their 
first  regard;  and  such  as  may  be  sent  to  the  coming 
fair  for  competition,  will  be  tested  by  actual  experi- 
ment. The  competition  already  excited,  has  brought 
invention  and  skill  to  bear  upon  this  instrument, and 
it  is  believed  ploughs  made  for  the  purpose,  essen- 
tially improved,  will  be  exhibited  at  the  thirteenth 
fair.  The  displays  of  the  select  productions  of  the 
garden  and  the  field  promise  to  be  more  abundant 
than  ever. 

Not  the  least  interesting  portion  of  the  last  exhi- 
bition were  the  noble  high  blood  animals,  the  cattle, 
&c.  from  this  and  other  states.  It  is  hoped  that 
those  public  spirited  gentlemen  who  took  such  a 
deep  interest  last  year,  will  appear  again  with  in- 
creased zeal,  and  that  others  will  follow  their  exam- 
ple. 

Improved  agricultural  machines  and  implements 
of  all  kinds  are  desirable  objects  of  exhibition.  The 
occasion  will  afford  the  best  opportunity  for  their 
display,  and  for  our  farmers  to  learn  the  multiplied 
improvements  in  agricultural  labor  saving  machines, 
which  have  not  until  recently  received  from  them 
the  attention  their  value  demands.  It  is  believed 
that  the  mechanic  arts  are  competent,  if  properly 
applied,  for  tins  purpose,  to  dispense  with  a large 
proportion  of  the  heavy  labor  and  drudgery  hereto- 
fore deemed  indispensable  to  farming  operations. 
The  steam  machinery  will  be  so  adapted,  as  to  pro- 
pel the  lighter  and  more  delicate  machines,  an)  a!»’0 
of  sufficient  power  to  move  those  more  massive  ancj 
ponderous. 

No  farmer  whose  convenience  will  by  any  means 
admit,  should  forego  this  opportunity. 

The  progress  in  the  culture  ana  Manufacture  of! 
silk  the  last  year,  and  the  preparations  making  tbr 
the  coirnng  fair,  promise  a rich  treat  to  those  who 
feel  an  interest  in  this  new  branch  of  industry-  and 
the  experience  of  this  year,  we  think,  will  demon- 
strate that  the  mulberry  possesses  an  intrinsic,  as 
well  as  a speculative  value. 

Exhibited  of  silk  will  do  a service  by  accorapa- 
ny:ng.their  contributions  with  accurate  details  of 
their  experiments. 

The  large  and  growing  importations  of  silk  fabrics 
have  done  much  to  produce  the  general  embamws- 
menls  which  have  prevailed,  and  which  can  be 
readily  remedied  by  increased  home  production  It 
is  our  policy  to  follow  the  example  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  limiting  as  much  as  possible  (he  importa- 


volunteers  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  industry  first  tiou  of  such  articles  as  can  conveniently  be  produc- 

brought  the  American  institute  into  existence.  For1--1  * — * ■ • ■ • 1 - 

several  years  after  its  organization,  it  was  dependent 
on  small  voluntary  contributions  from  individuals.  In 
1835,  seven  years  alter  its  first-  organization,  by  the 
voluntary  services,  of  its  members,  and  by  great  eco- 
nomy, it  had  accumulated  a small  fund.  It  was  then 
determined  lo  establish  a repository,  for  the  daily 
exhibition  of  machines,  models,  &.c.  with  a library, 
for  the  benefit  of  mechanics,  artists,  inventors,  Ike. 
and  an  expensive  room  was  leased,  and  an  officer 
was  appointed  with  a salary  to  superintend  the  same. 

In  the  five  years  which  have  succeeded,  the  institute 
has  gone  on  triumphantly. 

Ploughing  and  cattle  exhiuitions  have  been  since 
introduced,  and  steam  power,  for  moving  machinery 
at  our  fairs  upon  a large  and  costly  scale.  The  pre- 
miums of  gold  and  silver  medals,  under  the  awards, 
which,  before  1835,  had  been  in  a measure  made  up 
by  solicited  contributions  in  small  sums,  have  since 
been  paid  tbr  solely  from  the  funds  of  the  institute, 
and  to  a greater  amount  in  a single  year  than  all  that 
had  been  bestowed  by  the  institute  in  the  seven  pre- 


ed  within  the  country.  A gold  medal  will  be 
awarded  for  the  silk  reel,  adjudged  the  best. 

The  accommodations  of  the  garden,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  improvements  made  since  the  last 
year,  will  be  more  complete  than  ever;  not  only  for 
the  display  of  assortments  of  the  best  qualities  of 
staple  goods  from  our  larger  factories  and  work 
shops,  but  likewise  for  the  more  delicate  workman, 
ship  of  the  artificer,  in  all  the  varieties  of  wood  and 
metals,  and  the  numberless  other  substances  that 
every  year  brings  into  use.  These,  when  arranged 
in  the  great  saloon,  present  a spectacle  which  excites 
the  admiration  of  those  familiar  with  the  most  cost- 
ly and  gorgeous  displays  of  London  or  Paris;  and  on 
which  the  American  patriot  gazes  with  glowin°-  ex- 
ultation. But  it  is  in  the  apartment  devoted  to° ma- 
chinery for  labor  saving  purposes,  where  the  strong 
original  characteristics  of  American  genius  are  mos't 
strikingly  exemplified,  and  where  even  the  foreign- 
er reluctantly  acknowledges  the  superiority  of  our 
youthful  country. 

The  American  institute  has,  from  its  commence- 


ceding  years.  And  our  annual  fairs  have  gone  on  menf,  always  been  the  favorite  institution  of  tho 
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ladies,  and  the  managers  hope  it  may  so  continue. 
Much  of  the  celebrity  of  the  annual  fairs,  particular- 
ly in  the  ornamental  parts,  has  arisen  through  their 
favor,  and  the  attractions  their  industry  and  deli- 
cate labor  have  produced.  Indeed,  on  most  occa- 
sions, the  view  of  their  contributions  alone  would 
have  more  than  compensated  the  visiters.  The 
most  desirable  places  will  be  allotted  for  their  ac- 
commodation. 

Mrss  Ells'ler,  the  danseuse.  New  phre- 
nological theory.  A correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  American  in  an  article  which  contains  sound 
sense  on  the  subject  of  dancing,  pleasantly  observes: 
“While  I perfectly  accord  with  you  in  sentiment 
concerning  the  discrimination  which  should  be  made 
by  the  public  in  distributing  their  rewards  among 
the  cultivators  of  the  arts,  apportioning  their  favors 
and  plaudits  to  the  degrees  of  excellence  and  value 
attached  to  them,  I know  not,  that  we  should  be 
fully  justified  in  assigning  so  low  a grade  of  dignity 
to  the  performances  of  this  German  danseuse.  From 
some  intelligence  I have  lately  received,  it  would 
seem  that  her  exploits  may  lead  to  more  important 
results  than  we  had  reason  to  anticipate.  Besides 
that  her  grace  and  elegance  of  manners  may  contri- 
bute to  the  polish  and  refinement  of  our  young  wo- 
men, and  perfect  their  movements  through  the 
mazes  of  the  dance,  her  exquisite  address  and  skill 
in  her  polite  art,  I am  told,  have  already  suggested 
some  important  hints  to  our  most  enlightened  phi- 
losophers, and  are  paving  the  way  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  and  interesting  theories  in  science.  I 
have  in  my  pocket  a letter  from  a learned  friend,  in 
which  all  these  advantages  and  improvements  are 
fully  detailed  and  highly  eulogized.  He  informs 
me  of  miracles  which  have  been  wrought  by  the 
magical  feats  of  Miss  Ellsler.  He  declares,  that  a 
zealous  and  confirmed  phrenologist,  who  had  been 
for  years  lecturing  upon  his  scienee  to  crowded  au- 
ditories, to  their  infinite  admiration  and  delight,  as 
soon  as  he  had  witnessed  her  wonderful  feats,  found 
bis  former  system,  by  the  new  light  she  shed  upon 
his  mind,  dispersed  like  fogs  before  the  rising  sun. 
He  now  no  longer  believes,  that  the  head  and  brain 
are  the  seat  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers, 
but  affirms  that  they  are  scattered  over  the  whole 
body,  are  developed  in  the  limbs,  and  are  most 
strongly  indicated  in  the  lower  extremities.  He 
undertakes  conclusively  to  demonstrate,  that  the 
feet  are  the  organ  of  reason,  being  the  main  support 
of  the  understanding;  the  legs,  of  judgment  and 
discernment,  the  buttresses  of  the  intellectual  struc- 
ture, ideality  is  in  the  ankles;  acquisitiveness  is  in 
the  knee,  intimating  that  upon  this  instrument  men 
rest  in  paying  their  devotions  to  mammon,  the  ob- 
ject of  general  idolatry;  and  as  to  emativeness  and 
philoprogenitiveness,  their  organs  are  expressed 
in  Greek  or  Hebrew,  a language  I was  unable  to 
interpret.  Thus  you  see,  this  lady’s  performances 
are  working  a signal  change,  and  I suspect  for  the 
better,  in  phrenological  science. 

“My  friend  proceeds  to  inform  me  of  the  conver- 
sion of  some  ornithicknologists,  who  you  know,  by 
the  tracks  of  birds’  feet,  which  they  traced  in  rocks 
and  sandstones,  upon  some  of  our  rivers  in  the 
eastern  states,  had  concluded,  that  long  before  the 
Hood,  a kind  of  birds  had  lived  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  beyond  all  conception  larger  than  any  of  the 
winged  tribe  now  subsisting  upon  earth;  and,  of 
consequence,  that  this  our  planet  must  formerly 
have  been  occupied  by  very  different  races  of  ani- 
mals from  the  present,  nature  continually  improving 
upon  her  prior  efforts,  and  advancing  in  wisdom, 
though  diminishing  in  the  stature  of  her  produc- 
tions, as  she  advanced  in  years.  T his  ingenious 
theory,  however,  is  now  completely  overturned.  An 
able  ornithicknologist,  after  taking  the  dimensions 
of  Miss  Ellsler’s  feet,  and  accurately  comparing 
them  with  these  prints  in  rocks  and  sandstones,  has 
discovered  that  they  exactly  correspond.  Hence, 
he  has  concluded,  that  they  were  not  imprinted  by 
birds,  but  that  probably  in  the  days  of  St.  Francis 
de  Paulo,  that  ecclesiastic,  who  was  a most  rigid 
anchorite  and  bitter  enemy  of  pleasure,  or  of  some 
pope  of  similar  temperament  and  habits,  a company 
of  dan3euses  were  expelled  from  Rome,  and  came 
over  to  New  England  to  play  their  pranks  among 
the  witches  of  those  days,  and  were  probably  at 
last  hung  by  the  Yankees,  and  so  their  race,  like 
that  of  Gypsies,  became  extinct.” 

This  fascinating  danseuse  seems  to  have  been  re- 
ceived at  Boston  with  no  less  eclat  than  in  the  south- 
ern cities.  The  Post  says:  Twenty-one  boxes  were 
offered  to  the  public  tor  Monday  night — Fanny’s 
first  appearance — yesterday,  and  were  taken  with  a 
rush.  Seventy-five  orders  were  received;  of  course 
fifty-four  were  rejected.  The  remainder  of  the 
boxes  will  be  sold  at  auction,  on  Monday. 


AMERICAN  CREDIT. 

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  MR. 

WEBSTER  AND  MR.  BIDDLE. 

We  copy  from  the  New  York  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser of  Saturday  the  following  interesting  corres- 
pondence: 

Boston,  August  3,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  When  I came  through  Philadelphia  in 
the  latter  part  of  June,  it  was  my  expectation  to  re- 
turn again  to  Washington,  and  my  intention,  on  such 
return,  to  find  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you. 

Among  the  reasons  for  desiring  to  see  you,  one 
was  to  thank  you  for  your  address  at  the  Tide  Wa- 
ter celebration,  and  for  your  manly  and  just  defence 
therein  of  American  credit.  Almost  the  only  unkind 
feeling  which  I brought  from  Europe,  was  no  small 
degree  of  indignation  at  the  injustice  and  arrogance 
of  certain  European  journals,  whenever  they  speak 
of  American  credit,  or  t he  responsibility  and  integ- 
rity of  the  governments  of  the  American  states. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  there  must  be  lurking 
at  the  bottom  of  all  this  a strong  desire  to  disparage 
free  institutions,  by  representing  them  as  unworthy 
of  reliance,  on  the  part  of  foreigners,  and  unsteady 
to  the  sacred  obligations  of  public  faith.  It  is  true, 
at  the  same  time,  and  cannot  be  too  much  lamented, 
that  a few — I hope  a very  few — among  ourselves 
have  been  found  to  utter  sentiments  totally  subver- 
sive of  the  foundations  of  that  public  faith,  and  in- 
deed of  all  social  obligations.  But  there  are  such 
disorganizers  in  all  countries.  I wish  we  could  find 
more  leisure,  from  our  domestic  controversies,  to  di- 
rect the  public  attention,  as  it  ought  to  be  directed, 
against  those  foreign  misrepresentations. 

The  recent  proceedings  of  your  legislature  have 
given  me  great  pleasure.  Amid  all  the  fierce  con- 
tests of  party,  Pennsylvania  seems  to  have  remem- 
bered that  she  is  Pennsylvania — that  she  has  a cha- 
tacter  to  preserve,  boll)  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
great  interests  to  be  maintained,  which  can  be  main- 
tained only  by  upholding  that  character.  I take  for 
granted  your  people  will  cheerfully  pay  the  very 
small  tax  required  for  these  high  purposes,  and  am 
quite  sure  that  this  example  of  Pennsylvania  will  be 
of  extensive  usefulness. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  be  at  home  through  this  month 
and  the  next,  as  much  as  possible,  all  hough  I may 
possibly  have  occasion  to  go  to  New  York,  and  per- 
haps to  Philadelphia,  for  a day  or  two.  If  you  can 
persuade  yourself  to  exchange  your  highly  cultivat- 
ed ground  and  gardens,  for  a plain  farmer’s  1 esidence, 
cooled  by  the  sea  breezes,  I shall  be  most  happy  to 
see  you  at  Marshfield.  Yours,  very  truly,  always, 
DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

N.  Biddle,  esq.  Andalusia,  Pa. 

Andalusia,  Pa.  Aug.  7,  18-10. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Boston: 

My  dear  sir:  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiv- 
ing your  favor  of  the  3d  instant,  and  am  gratified 
that  what  I said  on  the  occasion  to  which  you  allude 
meets  your  approbation.  I was  in  truth  a lillle  anxi- 
ous at  the  tone  of  some  politicians  in  respect  to  the 
public  debt,  and  therefore,  for  the  first  time  since  my 
retirement,  ventured  to  appeal,  which  I have  never 
found  unsuccessful,  to  the  native  honesty  and  intel- 
ligence of  my  countrymen.  That  I did  not  misun- 
derstand them,  tile  condufct  of  Pennsylvania  since  has 
abundantly  proved.  Finding  the  income  from  her 
public,  works,  in  their  unfinished  stale,  insufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  she  has  laid  a tax 
tor  that  purpose.  This  will  be  paid  promptly  and 
cheerfully.  All  the  anticipations  of  public  odium 
against  Those  who  voted  for  it  have  been  disappoint- 
ed; and  what  is  very  remarkable,  in  the  heat  of  a po- 
pular election,  when  each  party  is  prompt  to  turn 
every  circumstance  to  the  disadvantage  of  its  rival, 
neither  party  has  reproached  the  other  with  laying 
the  tax,  the  justice  and  propriety  of  thus  sustaining 
the  public  credit  being  on  all  sides’ conceded.  But 
Pennsylvania  has  done  more.  She  has  agreed,  as 
some  of  the  other  states  have  done,  to  make  up  to  the 
foreign  creditor  the  difference  between  specie  and 
her  domestic  currency. 

This,  asyou  know,  is  a financial  novelty  quite  un- 
known elsewhere;  and  as  much  an  Americanism  as 
the  steamboat  or  the  quadrant,  though  its  originality 
runs  less  risk  of  being  disputed,  from  the  little  proba- 
bility of  its  adoption  abroad.  And  yet,  although  the 
U.  States  form  the  only  nation  that  ever  paid  otf  the 
wnole  of  its  national  debt,  and  are  the  first  to  indem- 
nify the  foreign  creditor  against  the  depreciation  of 
the  local  currency,  one  might  imagine,  from  the  tone 
assumed  by  some  Europeans,  that  America  had  been 
guilty  of  some  great  default  towards  foreign  nations, 
themselves  (he  models  of  fidelity;  and  it  is  amusing 
to  read  Ihe  grave  homilies  preaclied  at  these  young 
people  about  the  propriety  of  paying  their  debts,  by 
older  nations  who  have  lived  in  the  habitual  violation 
of  all  the  duties  they  recommend. 


Now  we  must  not  suffer  the  country  to  be  thus 
scolded  orbuilied  out  of  its  self  respect.  And  though 
1 would  discourage  all  naliorial  prejudices  as  gene- 
rally the  result  of  passion  and  ignorance,  yet  it  seems 
within  the  limits  of  a just  sell  defence  respectfully 
and  kindly  to  warn  such  assailants,  that  these  re- 
proaches are  very  apt  to  become  reciprocal — that  the 
party  attacked  is  often  forced  to  remember  of  his  an- 
tagonist that  which  he  would  willingly  forget — and 
that  if  we  were  to  judge  them  by  t tie  same  harsh 
law  they  apply  to  us,  the  retort  would  be  equally 
easy  and  decisive.  Take  for  instance  our  excellent 
friends  the  English,  many  of  whom  are  rather  prone 
to  deliver  lectures  about  the  infidelity  oi  republican 
institutions — they'  would  be  startled  perhaps  at  being 
told  that  the  first  and  greatest  violation  of  faith  to 
public  creditors  known  in  modern  Europe,  was  com- 
mitted by  the  government  of  England.  But  it  is  his- 
torically and  literally  true.  The  very  foundation  of 
their  whole  debt  is  an  enormous  wrong.  The  first 
item  of  it  is  a certain  sum  of  £664,263,  of  three  per 
cents.  You  recollect  the  history  of  this.  The  go- 
vernment had  borrowed,  partly  for  the  use  of  the 
navy  too,  a sum  of  £ 1,328,526,  at  eight  per  cent,  on 
the  security  of  certain  assignments  of  the  public  re- 
venue. The  payments  were  stopped,  first  for  a 
year,  and  then  ■ indefinitely.  The  public  creditors, 
many  of  whom  were  ruined,  applied  for  redress  to 
parliament,  but  in  vain.  They  then  went  into  the 
courts,  and  after  twelve  years  obtained  judgment 
against  the  crown.  The  ehanceller  reversed  the  de- 
cision of  the  courts.  The  house  of  lords  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  chancellor,  and  the  creditors  now 
hoped  to  recover  at  least  their  dues,  which  amount- 
ed, with  the  accumulation  of  twenly-five  years’  in- 
terest, to  £3,428.526;  but  at  the  last  moment  they 
were  met  by  an  act  of  parliament,  declaring  that  they 
should  receive  only  three  per  cent,  on  the  principal, 
and  that  even  this  principal  might  be  redeemed  on 
the  payment  of  one-half  of  it.  Thus  was  a debt  of 
about  seventeen  millions  of  dollars,  at  eight  per  cent, 
reduced  to  three  millions,  at  three  percent.  An  in- 
justice runningthrough  a period  of  I wenty-five  years, 
begun  by  the  proffligacy  of  Charles  II,  but  consum- 
mated by  the  grave  and  respectable  parliament  of 
William  III.  Well  may  Hume  say  of  it,  that  it  was 
“a  forfeiture  of  public  credit,  and  an  open  violation 
of  the  most  solemn  engagements,  both  foreign  and 
domestic.”  Well  may  bishop  Burnet  call  it  “a  dis- 
honorable and  perfidious  action;”  and  well  may  one 
of  the  most  enlightened  foreign  travellers  in  Eng- 
land declare,  “such  was  (he  disgraceful  beginning  of 
the  present  debt  of  England.”  So  much  for  the  first 
loan  made  to  England. 

Now  as  to  the  last  loans,  let  us  compare  the  con- 
duct of  America  and  of  England,  with  regard  to  pub- 
lic creditors  in  our  own  time. 

You  know  that  the  whole  debt  of  the  U.  States, 
raoi e especially  the  foreign  debt  contracted  during 
the  revolutionary  war — that  incurred  during  the  last 
war,  and  that  for  (he  purchase  ot  Louisiana  and  Flo- 
rida— amounting  in  Ihe  whole  to  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  ( 184)  millions  of  dollars,  were  all 
paid,  principal  and  interest,  to  the  last  cent,  the  very 
three  per  cents,  being  paid  off  at  par. 

In  the  year  1797,  the  United*  States  were  in  the 
full  career  of  this  reimbursement,  when  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  began  by  forbidding  the  Bank 
of  England  to  pay  specie;  and  then  borrowed  so  much 
from  the  bank  as  to  cause  the  multiplication  of  its 
notes,  and  by  degrees  a depreciation  of  them,  till  in 
1811  they  had  reached  a discount  of  about  ten  per 
cent.  In  order  to  sustain  them  the  house  of  com- 
mons then  adopted  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
proceedings  in  the  history'  of  legislation.  It  passed 
a resolution — “That  the  notes  of  the  Bank  ot  Eng. 
land  have  been,  and  are  at  this  time  held  in  public 
estimation  equivalent  to  the  legal  coin  of  the  value, 
and  generally  accepted  as  such  in  all  pecuniary  trans- 
actions to  which  such  coin  is  lawfully  applicable.” 
It  is  this  which  Tooke  calls  Mr.  Yansittart’s  “reso- 
lution of  unhappy  celebrity,”  and  w liich  the  Edin- 
burgh Review  denounces  as  “an  ever  memorable 
resolution,  a resolution  which  took  for  granted  that  a 
part  was  equal  to  the  whole;  and  ninety  pounds  and 
one  hundred  pounds  were  the  same  thing;”  and  de- 
clared it  was  passed,  “when  guineas  were  notorious- 
ly bought  at  a premium,  and  bank  notes  W'ere  at  au 
open  discount,  as  compared  with  gold  and  bullion, 
of  upward  of  ten  per  cent.”  Having  declared,  in 
defiance  of  the  fact,  that  tly  notes  were  at  par,  it  re- 
mained to  force  every  body  to  take  them  at  par,  and 
to  punish  every  body  who  took  them  at  less  than  par; 
accordingly  parliament  enacted: 

1.  That  the  notes  should  he  a legal  lender  for  all 
debts. 

2.  That  whoever  should  receive  or  pay  for  any  gold 
coin  more  than  its  lawful  value,  whether  such  addi- 
tional value  was  in  other  coins  or  in  bank  notes, 
should  be  “deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor,” and  fined  and  imprisoned. 
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3.  That  whoever  should  receive  or  pay  any  notes  for 
less  than  the  lawful  amount  expressed  therein,  should 
in  like  manner  be  fined  and  imprisoned. 

Notwithstanding  these  acts,  the  notes  continued  to 
depreciate,  till  at  last  they  reached  a discount  of 
twenty,  thirty,  lorty,  and  at  one  time  forty-one  per 
cent.  What  course  did  the  government  of  England 
then  pursue?  Why  it  paid  the  public  creditors  in 
this  depreciated  paper,  and  in  nothing  else.  The 
loan  had  been  made  in  specie — the  interest  was  paid 
in  notes  at  this  enormous  depreciation — twice  or 
thrice  as  great  as  that  of  the  bank  paper  of  the  U. 
Slates  during  the  last  war,  or  during  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  since.  It  never  entered  into  the 
imagination  of  the  English  government  to  allow  for 
this  depreciation,  and  the  public  creditor  knew  that 
if  he  did  not  take  this,  he  would  get  nothing.  And 
yet  the  saving  to  the  government  was  clearly  under- 
stood and  noted;  for  it  is  calculated  by  an  English 
writer,  Mushet,  that  on  the  debt  contracted  before 
1800,  the  government  gained — and  the  fund  holders 
of  course  lost — no  less  than  thirty-seven  millions 
sterling,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (137)  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  difference  between  the  paperand 
specie.  Combine  the  provisions  of  these  laws  and 
observe  their  effect  on  an  American  who  had  money 
due  to  him  in  England  from  either  the  government 
or  individuals.  If  his  fortune  was  in  the  English 
funds,  he  received  his  interest  in  paper  depreciated 
to  forty  per  cent.  But  if  he  wished  to  convert  it  into 
gold  to  bring  home — if  he  changed  his  notes  for  gold 
at  the  market  rate — if  when  his  note  of  twenty  pounds 
was  worth  only  twelve  pounds  he  exchanged  it  for 
gold  at  any  rate  less  than  the  twenty  pounds,  he  was 
liable  to  be  put  in  jail  and  fined.  If,  instead  of  gold, 
he  wished  to  bring  home  British  merchandise,  and 
passed  off  his  twenty  pound  note  for  less  than  twen- 
ty pounds,  when  every  body  knew  it  to  be  worth 
only  twelve  pounds,  or  even  for  his  travelling  ex- 
penses, exchanged  it  for  less  than  twenty  pounds,  he 
was  again  liable  to  be  put  in  jail  and  fined. 

If  the  debt  to  him  was  from  an  individual  English- 
man his  case  was  rather  worse,  tor  he  was  obliged  to 
receive  not  only  the  interest  but  the  principal  in  this 
depreciated  paper.  If  for  a debt  of  one  hundred 
pounds  his  English  debtor  offered  him  paper  which 
was  worth  only  sixty  pounds,  he  was  obligpd  to  take 
it  or  get  nothing.  But  if  the  Englishman  was  in- 
clined to  be  just,  to  do  as  the  American  states  have 
done,  make  up  the  difference  by  paying  specie,  or 
its  equivalent,  both  the  creditor  and  the  debtor  might 
be  found  expiating  their  honesty  in  the  same  jail, 
the  act  of  parliament  making  it  criminal  in  both  to 
do  an  American  that  act  ol  justice  which  the  Ame- 
rican states  require  to  be  done  to  an  Englishman. 
And  yet,  so  short  is  the  remembrance  of  one’s  own 
injustice,  the  English  seem  to  have  forgotten  all  this, 
and  rail  al  their  neighbors  for  similar  acts,  with  the 
most  entire  unconsciousness  of  what  they  have  them- 
selves done.  Even  that  most  excellent  tempered 
man  Walter  Scott,  in  his  life  of  Napoleon,  cannot 
lorbear  to  sneer  at  the  French,  when  he  says  that  “the 
assignats  were  raised  to  par  by  guillotining  those 
who  sold  or  bought  them  at  less  than  their  full  value.” 

He  forgot  that  during  a much  longer  period  than 
the  forced  circulation  of  assignats  in  Fiance,  all  those 
who  sold  or  bought  bank  notes  in  England  at  less 
than  their  full  value  were — not  absolutely  guillotined, 
that  not  being  the  English  fashion — but  fined  and 
put  in  prison;  with  this  difference  too,  which  might 
discompose  the  loyalty  of  Scott,  that  if  the  contuma- 
cious American  who  would  not  believe  that  sixty 
was  equal  to  one  hundred  was  put  to  death  in  Fi  ance, 
it  was  done  by  Jacobins  and  terrorists,  whereas  his 
countryman  imprisoned  in  England  for  the  same  of- 
fence had  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  the  law 
which  condemned  him  was  enacted,  as  it  graciously 
purports,  “by  the  king’s  most  excellent  majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  tempo- 
ral and  commons  in  this  present  parliament  assem- 
bled.” To  make  the  case  of  the  American  states 
at  all  parallel  to  this,  would  be  necessary  to  follow  the 
example  of  England,  and,  1st,  forbid  their  banks  to 
pay  specie;  2d,  borrow  from  these  banks  till  their 
issues  become  depreciated;  3d,  then  declare  by  legis- 
lative resolution  that  there  was  no  depreciation;  4th, 
than,  as  the  depreciation  increased,  pay  the  public 
debt  in  this  paper,  and  force  all  foreigners  to  take  it 
in  payment  of  debt  not  meiely  from  the  government 
but  from  all  private  American  citizens;  and  end, 
5thly  by  enacting  that  if  any  Englishman  should  re- 
ceive for  any  debt  a ten  dollar  note  for  less  than  ten 
dollars,  although  it  was  worth  only  six  dollars,  or  hav- 
ing received  it  should  exchange  it  either  for  specie  or 
goods  for  less  than  ten  dollars,  he  should  be  fined  and 
put  in  jail  at  the  discretion  of  the  American  judges. 

Fortunately  for  America  her  whole  conduct  has 
been  the  direct  reverse  of  all  this.  One  of  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  the  union  is  that  no  state  shall 
“make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a tender  in 
payment  lor  debts,”  or  “pass  any  law  impairing  the 


obligation  of  contracts;”  and  this  power,  which  is 
withdrawn  from  the  states,  has  never  been  exercised 
by  the  federal  government.  You  remember,  at  the 
gloomiest  period  of  the  last  war  with  England — that 
very  England,  where  at  that  moment,  and  during 
several  years  previous,  paper  money  was  a legal  ten- 
der— the  American  government  declined.that  mea- 
sure. The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Dallas, 
declaring  in  his  official  report,  of  October  17th,  1814, 
“that  the  extremity  of  that  day  cannot  be  anticipat- 
ed when  any  honest  man,  and  enlightenedstatesman, 
will  again  venture  upon  the  desperate  expedient  of  a 
tender  law.”  No  tender  law  has,  therefore,  been 
passed  in  the  United  States.  The  courts  have  never 
been  closed  against  foreigners.  They  have  never 
been  forced  to  take  paper  money— they  have  never 
been  punished  for  receiving  it,  or  for  passing  it  at 
any  rate  they  pleased;  and  every  dollar  of  principal 
or  interest  due  to  them  by  the  government  has  been 
paid.  How  faithfully  that  principal  was  carried  into 
execution  is  seen  in  a very  remarkable  manner  in 
tile  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Engl  .nd 
in  the  year  1793.  It  was  then  agreed  by  the  United 
States,  that  inasmuch  as  British  subjects  who  had 
debts  due  to  them  from  American  citizens  found  dif- 
ficulty in  collecting  them,  the  United  Statesassumed 
to  “make  full  and  complete  compensation  for  the 
same  to  the  said  creditors.”  For  which  purpose 
commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
make  awards  to  the  complaints,  “and  the  United 
States  undertake  to  cause  the  sum  to  awarded  to  be 
paid  in  specie  to  such  creditor  or  claimant  without 
deduction .”  Afterwaids  finding  trouble  in  adjusting 
the  details,  the  United  States  agreed,  by  a conven- 
tion between  Mr.  Rufus  King  and  lord  Hawkesbu- 
ry*,  in  1802,  to  pay  a gross  sum  of  six  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  which  was  accordingly  done  at  what 
then  was  par,  four  dollars  and  forty-four  cents  for  the 
pound  sterling.  Now  this  payment  by  the  United 
States  in  specie  of  the  debts  of  individual  citizens, 
was  made  when  the  government  of  England  did  not 
pay  even  the  interest  on  its  own  public  debt  in  any 
thing  but  irredeemable  paper.  What  then,  one  na- 
turally asks,  is  the  occasion  of  this  new  denuncia- 
tion? It  is  this — the  United  States  have  borrowed 
abroad  certain  sums  to  make  improvements.  That 
these  will  be  paid  no  man  can  possibly  doubt.  On  a 
single  occasion,  however,  one  of  the  twenty-sixstates, 
in  the  midst  of  a temporary  financial  embarrassment 
and  the  excitement  of  polical  cor  Mentions,  inadver- 
tently suffered  the  quarter  day  to  pass  for  twenty - 
four  or  forty-eight  hours;  but  then  hastened  to  repair 
the  omission  by  not  merely  paying  the  interest,  but 
by  paying  it  in  gold  and  silver,  lest  the  foreigner 
should  lose  any  thing  by  the  exchange. 

It  is  a singular  coincidence,  that,  in  the  very  same 
year,  1797,  when  England  began  her  paper  money 
system,  which  lasted  for  mote  than  twenty  years, 
the  government  of  France,  too,  came  in  contact  with 
its  public  creditors.  The  debt  of  France  was  then 
about  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  (966)  millions  of 
dollars,  the  interest  about  forty-eight  (48)  millions 
of  dollars;  but  in  order  to  continue  the  invasion  of 
Germany  and  Italy,  the  army  required  fifty-six  mil- 
lions, (56),  and  this  could  only  be  had  by  taking  it 
from  the  fund  holder;  and  so,  as  the  historian  has  it, 
it  was  “requisite  to  take  a decisive  measure  in  re- 
gard to  the  debt.”  This  decisive  measure  consisted 
in  paying  off  nominally  two-thirds  of  the  capital  in  a 
Iresh  and  worthless  paper,  and  retaining  the  one- 
third — thus  reducing  the  debt  to  about  three  hundred 
and  twenty-two  (322)  millions,  and  taking  from  the 
public  creditors  about  six  hundred  and  forty-four 
(644)  millions,  and  thus  by  a simple  decree,  without 
the  least  notice,  and  for  no  reason  except  the  wants 
of  the  army.  The  latest  French  historian,  M.  Thiers, 
says,  that  the  paper  given  for  the  two-thirds  “lell  in 
commerce  to  sixth  of  their  value,  and  that  to  those 
who  did  not  wish  to  purchase  lands  it  was  an  abso- 
lute bankruptcy *”  Yet  he  entirely  approves  of  the 
measure,  and  concludes  his  account  of  it  with  this 
convenient  axiom  of  finance,  more  consolatory  for 
the  past  than  encouraging  for  the  future,  that  “mea- 
sures of  this  nature  infiict,  like  revolutions,  much 
individual  hardship,  but  people  must  submit  to  them 
when  they  have  become  inevitable;”  and  so  “the 
consolidated  third”  in  the  French  debt  represents 
a sum  of  which  two-thirds  were  substantially  an- 
nulled, and  the  remaining  third  consolidated  or 
funded. 

It  would  be  a waste  of  time  to  go  over  the  list  of 
so  many  other  governments  that  are  now  or  have  re- 
cently been  bankrupt,  and  I mention  these  two,  cer- 
tainly in  no  mood  of  complaint,  but  merely  to  show 
how  cautiously  nations  should  abstain  from  those 
weapons  of  reproach  so  readily  turned  upon  them- 
selves. And  yet  our  people,  instead  of  resisting  and 
exposing  these  affections  of  superiority,  take  to  heart 
all  this  abuse,  with  as  mucli  shamefaced  humility  as 

* Afterwards  earl  of  Liverpool. 


if  they  really  had  been  doing  something  exceedingly 
wrong,  believing  that  these  nations  must  have  prac- 
tised at  least  a little  of  what  they  advise  so  much. 
They  say  that  the  Americans  have  a great  deal  of 
national  vanity.  I wish  they  had  a little  more  na- 
tional pride.  It  would  wean  them  from  their  child- 
ish sensitiveness  to  small  jests  about  trifling  peculia- 
rities of  manners,  and  raise  their  thoughts  to  the 
great  interests  in  which  superiority’  is  worth  contend- 
ing for;  it  would  teach  them  to  estimate  the  true 
value  of  their  institutions,  and  dispose  them,  while 
never  wounding  other  countries,  always  to  defend 
their  own.  Here,  for  instance,  is  a great  outcry  about 
American  credit,  and  the  danger  to  public  faith  from 
popular  governments,  both  ol  which  are  denounced 
in  a stiain  of  financial  virtue  quite  ferocious;  and 
yet  alter  all  it  appears  that  these  reproaches  are  made 
by  the  people  who  do  not  pay,  against  ttie  people 
who  do  pay;  and  that  those  who  have  been  most  faith- 
ful to  their  engagements  are  precisely  these  abused 
republicans. 

Undoubtedly,  this  country  is  in  a state  of  much 
internal  embarrassment.  No  man  can  lament  it  more 
than  you  and  I do.  I may  venture  to  add,  none  have 
striven  more  to  avert  and  to  remedy  it.  It  is  equally 
true  that,  here  as  elsewhere,  there  have  not  been 
wanting  a few  persons  who  hoped  to  profit  by  the 
public  troubles,  and  finding  the  country  dispirited 
sought  to  make  it  dishonest.  But  these  have  pro- 
duced no  impression  on  the  mass  of  the  nation,  w hich 
on  all  these  points  are  perfectly  sound,  by  whatever 
party  names  they  may  be  distinguished.  All  these 
embarrassments  will,  1 trust,  soon  disappear:  but  in 
the  meantime  our  great  purpose  should  be  to  preserve 
and  to  vindicate  the  good  lailli  ol  the  country,  as  the 
safest  element  of  its  future  prosperity.  I hope  you 
will  be  able  to  come  and  see  me,  when  w'e  will  talk 
of  these  things,  and  of  much  more  agreeable  things. 
Meanwhile  believe  me,  always,  with  great  regard. 

Yours,  N.  BIDDLE. 


NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BRITISH  COMMISSIONERS. 

Upon  the  delivering  in  of  the  maps  and  reports  of 
the  new  American  surveyor,  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  taken  his  stand  upon  visible  high- 
lands, endeavored  to  extricate  his  cause  from  the  di- 
lemma he  had  brought  it  into,  by  tile' following  pas- 
sage of  his  argument: — 

“If  the  lands  between  the  Restigouche  and  Metis 
were  not  characterised  by  peculiar  elevation,  com- 
pared with  peaks  and  mountains  which  might  exist 
in  any  other  direction,  still  the  argument  in  favor  of 
their  adoption,  as  the  true  highlands,  vvouid  remain 
unchanged;  for  it  is  particularly  due  north  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  highlands 
mentioned  in  the  treaty,  since  they  are  necessary  to 
form  the  important  angle  in  question.  The  word 
‘highlands’  is  not  used  merely  to  denote  a single 
mountain,  or  a continued  unbroken  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, running  in  one  direction,”  (this,  however,  was 
the  ground  he  had  taken  in  1819,  when  he  said  Mr. 
Johnson’s  descriptions  would  be  corroborated),  “but 
generally  to  describe  an  elevated  or  mountainous  re- 
gion, ol  which  the  surface  must  necessarily  be  very 
unequal,  such  is  commonly  to  be  found  in  all  sec- 
tions of  country  in  which  numerous  rivers  take  their 
rise;  and  since  the  very  principle  of  gravity  demon- 
strates that  the  general  elevation  of  a country  is 
greater  at  the  source  of  a river  than  at  its  outlet,  the 
lands  which  separate  rivers,  running  in  contrary  di- 
rections, would  naturally  be  considered  as  the  high- 
lands which  lay  between,  or  divide  them,  particu- 
larly  as  relating  to  a country,  the  topography  of 
which  was  not  fully  ascertained;  a more  definite  de- 
scription of  such ‘highlands’ was  hardly  possible  to 
be  given.” 

It  further  appears  that,  notwithstanding  (hat  Mr. 
Burnham,  the  new  United  States  surveyor,  who  had 
co-operated  with  Dr.  Tiarks  in  1820,  bad  admitted 
the  iailacy  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  map,  as  far  as  respected 
that  part  of  the  country  lying  between  tile  Lake 
Temisquata  and  the  source  ol  the  Metis,  yet  the 
American  agent,  at  a meeting  ol  the  commissioners 
exhibited  a map,  entitled  “a  map  of  the  country  ex! 
plored  in  the  years  1817,  1818,  1819  and  1820,  by 
order  of  the  commissioners  under  the  5th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,”  signed  “Hiram  Burnham  U 

S.  surveyor  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,”  and  upon  this  map  reappeared  the  fictitious 
highlands  ol  Mr.  Johnson,  extending  v*est  from  Te- 
misquata to  the  head  waters  of  the  Ouelle,  with  a 
further  spurious  addition,  about  80  miles  in  extent, 
from  thence  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Chaudiere; 
while  no  report  connected  with  these  inventions,  or 
explanatory  of  them,  was  communicated  with  the 
map. 

The  British  agent  lost  no  time  in  entering  a pro- 
test against  a map  of  so  fictitious  a character,  and 
proposed  that  the  American  surveyors  should  be  ex- 
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amined  upon  oath  as  to  their  map  being  an  accurate 
representation  of  the  natural  features  of  the  coun- 
try; offering  at  the  same  time  to  subject  the  map  of 
the  British  surveyors  to  the  same  kind  of  verifica- 
tion, by  interrogatories  to  be  prepared  by  the  agent 
of  tile  United  States.  To  this  the  American  agent 
rejoined,  that  the  map  of  the  British  surveyors  tiad 
“wholly  omitted  the  greater  part  of  the  highlands 
in  which  the  boundary  is  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  thereby  giving  to  this  map  an  effect  entirely 
partial;  and  thereupon  insisting  that  this  map  (the 
map  of  the  British  surveyor)  should  not  be  received 
in  evidence  before  the  commissioners,  and  that  the 
said  map  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States 
should  be  permitted  to  be  filed.” 

The  matter  was  finally  disposed  of  by  a decision 
of  the  commissioners,  entered  upon  their  journal  in 
the  following  words: — “The  commissioners  having 
duly  consideied  the  memorials  of  his  majesty’s 
agent  of  the  26th  of  September,  and  the  answer 
thereto  of  the  agent  of  the  United  States  of  the  27th 
September,  arid  likewise  the  memorial  in  reply'-  (o 
his  majesty’s  agent  of  the  29th  of  September,  do 
order  that  all  the  reports  and  plans  alluded  to  in  the 
said  memorials  be  filed  by  the  secretary,  except  the 
two  general  maps.  On  the  said  general  maps  no 
order  allowing  them  to  be  filedjs  made,  as  the  com- 
missioners differ  in  opinion;  commissioner  Barclay 
being  in  favor  of  allowing  the  general  map  present- 
ed by  his  majesty’s  agent  to  be  filed,  and  of  exclud- 
ing that  presented  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States; 
arid  commissioner  Van  INess  being  of  opinion  that 
both  of  the  said  general  maps  ought  to  be  filed,  or 
neither  of  them.  On  the  question  of  going  into  an 
examination,  at  this  time,  of  tire  surveyors,  under 
oath,  the  commissioners  diifer  in  opinion;  commis- 
sioner Barclay  being  in  favor  of  that  course,  and 
commissioner  Van  Ness  against  it.” 

It  appears  then,  on  a review  of  this  singular  pro- 
ceeding, that  in  the  year  1819,  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
American  surveyor,  attempted  and  succeeded  in 
placing  upon  the  files  of  the  joint  commissioners  a 
spurious  and  fictitious  map.  That  in  the  succeed- 
ing year  another  American  surveyor,  Mr.  Burnham, 
was  employed,  who  co  operated  with  the  British 
astronomer,  Dr.  Tiarks,  in  the  investigation  of  that 
part  of  the  country  lying  between  Lake  Temisquata 
and  the  source  of  the  Metis.  That  they  agreed  in 
finding  that  part  of  the  country  void  of  such  high- 
lands as  Mr.  Johnson  had  reported,  namely,  a con- 
tinuous chain  of  highlands  along  the  whole  line. — 
But  that  Mr.  Burnham  added  to  the  western  part  of 
his  map  about  80  miles  of  continuous  highlands,  of 
the  existence  of  which  no  olher  proof  than  that  map 
was  adduced  by  him.  That  the  British  agent  ob- 
jected to  (bis  map,  and  presented  a map  by  tile  Bri- 
tish surveyor,  representing  the  country  as  Mr. 
Burnham  and  Dr.  Tiarks  had  conjointly  seen  it;  of- 
fering at  the  same  time  to  have  the  surveyors  on 
both  sides  examined  under  oath  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  their  respective  maps.  But  the  American  com- 
missioner, however,  declined  acceeding  to  the  pro- 
posal, and  because  the  map  of  the  British  surveyor, 
which  truly  represented  the  state  oflhe  country,  did 
not  contain  the  spurious  highlands  of  Mr.  Johnson’s 
map,  he  refused  to  consent  to  it  being  filed  unless 
the  map  of  Mr.  Burnham,  with  an  addition  of  80 
miles  of  fictitious  highlands,  was  filed  at  the  same 
lime.  By  this  management,  the  British  map,  the 
correctness  of  which  the  surveyors  were  prepared  to 
prove  under  oath,  was  excluded  in  evidence  in  the 
case. 

By  reference  to  the  map  A your  lordship  will  ob- 
serve that  no  chain  or  ridge  is  found  extending  from 
the  real  southern  source  of  the  Ouelle  to  the  east- 
ernmost sources  of  the  Metjarmette;  yet  it  is  along 
a line  extending  between  those  two  points  that  the 
American  surveyor  protracted  his  fictitious  hills. — 
As  a verification  or  disproval  of  this  ridge  was  a 
matter  of  vital  importence  in  the  controversy  about 
the  boundary,  we  were  very  careful  to  examine  that 
part  of  the  country,  in  order  that  our  report  might 
effectually  dispose  of  the  matter  or.e  way  or  the 
other  consistently  with  the  truth.  We  therefore, 
after  a careful  examination  of  all  that  part  of  the 
country  between  the  rnouth  of  the  Mittaywawqnam, 
where  that  river  joins  the  river  St.  John,  and  the 
eastern  sources  of  the  Etchimin  river,  unhesitating- 
ly declare  that  the  ridge  inserted  in  the  American 
map  is  entirely  fictitious,  and  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation in  the  natural  appearance  of  the  country  for 
such  an  invention.  Had  any  thing  of  the  kind  been 
there,  we  must  unavoidably  have  seen  it,  and  have 
crossed  it  on  our  way  from  the  mouth  oflhe  Mittay- 
wawquatn  to  Lake  Eichimin;  the  course  of  that  fic- 
titious ridge,  as  represented  in  the  American  map, 
lying  six  or  seven  miles  east  of  tile  sources  of  the 
Mittaywawqnam,  and  about  ten  miles  east  of  Lake 
Etchimin.  And  it  is  singular  enough  that  precisely 
at  the  point  where  the  pretended  ridge  crosses  the 
Mittaywawqnam,  and  tor  many  miles  around,  the 


country  is  a low  flat  swamp,  the  streams  issuing 
from  which  have  such  a sluggish  course  that  there 
is  scarcely  a perceptible  current,  or  one  sufficiently 
established  to  give  visible  motion  to  a feather. — 
Over  no  part  of  the  country  which  we  traversed, 
from  the  St.  John  to  Lake  Etchimin,  does  the  ele- 
vation exceed  filty  feet,  nor  is  there  an)'  visible  ele- 
vation at  any  point  of  the  course.  It  is  only  west 
of  Lake  Etchimin,  that  the  highlands  claimed  by  the 
Americans  as  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  1783  are 
found.  These  are  visible  from  a distance  of  several 
miles,  and  are  a portion  of  the  highlands  which  we 
have  spoken  of  as  the  northern  branch. 

Of  a still  more  singular  character  have  been  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  point  which, 
the  Americans  have  Ihought  proper  to  assert,  is  the 
north  west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  intended  by  the 
treaty  of  17S3. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  in  1817  the  British 
and  American  commissioners  under  the  5th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  directed  their  surveyors  to 
run  an  explanatory  line  due  nortli  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix,  “until  they  arrived  at  some  one  of  the 
streams  or  waters  which  are  connected  with  'the 
river  St.  Lawrence.” 

These  surveyors,  colonel  James  Bouchette,  sur- 
veyor general  of  Lower  Canada,  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government,  and  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  proceeded  accordingly  to  survey 
a due  north  line  throughout  a distance  of  99  miles 
from  the  St.  Croix.  In  1818,  Mr.  Odell  having 
been  substituted  for  colonel  Bouchette,  (he  explora- 
tion of  Ihe  due  north  line  was  farther  continued  to 
the  145th  mile  from  the  St.  Croix,  at  a point  where 
it  struck  a stream  flowing  into  Lake  Metis,  which 
they  called  Beaver  river.  Having  reached  that 
stream,  these  surveyors  did  not  extend  their  survey 
to  the  west,  but  returned  to  the  south  to  examine  the 
country  about  Mars  hill.  Nor  is  there  any  evidence 
of  the  Americans  having,  at  any  time,  suiveyed  the 
country  west  of  the  north  line,  even  in  order  to 
trace  out  and  establish  that  particular  line  which 
they  claim  to  be  the  highlands  of  the  treaty.  On 
the  contrary  we  have  their  own  confession  that  they 
have  never  done  so — derived  too,  from  the  highest 
authority,  representing  those  most  interested  in  the 
American  claim.  In  proof  of  which  we  quote  the 
following  passages  from  the  annual  address  of  Mr. 
Kent,  tiie  governor  of  the  state  of  Maine,  to  the  con- 
vened legislature  of  the  state,  dated  January  2d, 
1839.  Speaking  of  the  proposals  on  the  part  of  the 
American  government  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  establishment  of  a new  commission  of  survey 
and  exploration,  he  says — “It  is  for  you  to  judge, 
whether  any  beneficial  effects  equal  to  the  inconve- 
nience and  injury  by  the  great  delay  which  must  be 
occasioned,  are  likely  to  result  from  a mere  com- 
mission of  exploration  and  survey  only  of  the  whole 
extent  of  tire  line,  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  es- 
pecially since  the  examination  and  survey  which 
have  been  made  during  the  past  season  by  Maine, 
of  the  most  important  part,  which  had  not  been  suf- 
ficiently examined  before.” 

The  survey  here  spoken  of  as  having  been  made 
during  the  then  past  season,  was  one  entrusted  to 
Mr,  John  C.  Dean,  Mr.  M.  P.  Norton  and  Mr.  Jas. 
Irish,  as  commissioners  of  Maine,  to  whom  Mr. 
Wm.  P.  Parrott  was  attached  as  surveyor.  The  re- 
port of  these  gentlemen,  of  which  we  shall  have 
hereafter  to  speak,  was  made  to  governor  Kent  un- 
der date  of'Decernber  31,  1838. 

The  governor  then  proceeds  to  state  that  neither 
the  state  of  Maine  nor  that  of  Massachusetts  had 
ever  “attempted  any  examination”of  the  line  claim- 
ed by  them  up  to  that  period. 

“It  is  a fact  worthy  of  notice,  that  this  state,  and 
the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  by  their  land 
agents,  have  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole  line 
as  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  from  Ivlars  hill  to  our 
western  boundary,  but  have  NEVER  until  the 
present  year  attempted  any  examination  of  the  true 
line  as  claimed  by  us.” 

Again  the  governor  says, 

It  is  a singular  fact  that  after  that  time  (1818)  no 
American  survey  or  authorised  agent  has  ever  ex- 
amined or  traced  the  height  of  land,  or  given  any 
account  of  Ihe  character  of  the  country  about  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.” 

From  the  passages  we  must  infer  that  up  to  the 
close  of  tiie  year  1838  the  Americans  had  no  evi- 
dence w hatever  of  the  existence  of  any  thing  like  a 
line  of  “highlands”  corresponding  to  tiie  language  of 
the  treaty  of  I7S3,  in  the  place  where  they  had  all 
along  asserted  it  to  be.  It  was  probably  apprehend- 
ed that  the  attempt  to  examine  it  would  lay  bare  the 
fallacy  of  their  pretension. 

The  nature  of  the  duty  enjoined  upon  these  Maine 
commissioners  is  explained  in  a letter  addressed  (o 
sir  John  Harvey,  her  majesty’s  lieutenant  governor 
, of  New  Brunswick,  by  (he  governor  of  Maine,  and 


dated  September  25,  1S38.  They  were,  “to  move 
on  a due  nortli  line  toward  the  height  of  land  where 
is  to  be  found  the  spot  which  we  claim  as  the  north- 
w»est  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  also  in  like  manner 
tracing  and  examining  the  norlhern  line  along  the 
highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  falling  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  tailing  into  the  Atlantic.” 

As  the  information  to  be  communicated  by  tiie  re- 
port of  these  commissioners  was,  by  the  governor’s 
admission,  the  first  geographical  information  the 
legislature  of  Maine  w'ould  possess  about  the  nature, 
of  the  country  to  which  their  claim  relates,  we  quote 
another  passage  from  the  annual  message,  commu- 
nicating the  result  at  which  the  commissioners  had 
arrived. 

“Their  report,  which  I have  the  pleasure  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  will  be  read  with  interest  and  satisfac- 
tion. By  that  it  appears  that  tiie  exploring  line  was 
found  marked  to  near  the  northwest  angle;  (hat  the 
base  of  the  country  rises  constantly  and  regularly 
from  the  monument  at  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  angle;  which  is  from  two  thousand  to  three  thou- 
sand feet  from  the  level  of  tile  sea,  and  more  than 
five  hundred  feet  higher  than  the  Kedgwick,  one  of 
the  streams  running  into  the  bay  of  Chaleuer,  near 
the  said  angle  and  the  St.  Lawrence  waters;  that  the 
due  north  line,  if  continued  to  the  valley  below  the 
northwest  angle,  actually  strikes  the  St.  Lawrence 
water,  and  then  that  the  country  is  high  and  even 
mountainous  about  this  spot.  And  theie  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  tracing  a line  westwardly  along  distinct  and 
well  defined  highlands,  dividing  waters  according  to 
the  treaty.  The  extensive  and  correct  map*  of  the 
north  part  of  our  state,  and  the  southern  portion  of 
Canada,  and  the  vertical  section  as  prepared  by  Mr. 
Parrott,  the  surveyor,  with  neatness  and  accuracy, 
which  accompany  the  report,  add  much  to  its  value 
and  interest.  Taken  together  they  exhibit  the  true 
character  cf  the  country,  and  leave  little  or  nothing 
to  be  desired  illustrate  of  it.” 

We  now  proceed  lo  quote  some  passages  from  the 
report  of  tiie  commissioners  themselves,  presuming 
that  the  governor,  in  his  annual  message,  never  as- 
serts that  they  had  executed  any  part  of  his  instruc- 
tions, “tracing  and  examining  the  northern  line 
along  the  highlands,”  which  in  his  letter  to  sir  John 
Harvey  he  stated  was  to  be  part  of  their  duty,  but 
lie  confines  himself  to  saying,  “and  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  tracing  a line  westwardly  along  distinct  and 
well  defined  highlands.” 

From  tiie  commissioners’  report  itself  it  appears 
that  they  never  attempted  to  enter  upon  that  part  of 
their  duty,  of  which  fact  we  also  received  authentic 
information  when  in  the  country.  What  the  com- 
missioners do  say  is: 

“The  land  at  the  northern  part  of  the  exploring 
line,  and  in  the  region  round  about  it,  is  found  to  be 
sufficiently  high  to  divide  the  rivers  emptying  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
full  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.” 

In  another  passage  they  say,  “we  also  find  by  an 
exploration  and  examination  that  there  is  no  uncer- 
tainty or  difficulty  in  tracing  and  locating  the  line 
from  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  westward- 
ly along  distinct  highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers, 
&c.  as  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783.” 

This  extraordinary  manner  of  speaking  of  the 
most  important  line  of  the  treaty  of  17S3,  and  which 
itself  is  the  salient  point  oi  contention,  is  a proof  that 
they  had  no  facts  to  bring  forward  in  support  of  their 
claim.  That  there  is  to  be  found  “at  the  northern 
part  of  the  exploring  line,  and  in  the  region  round 
about  it,  land  which  may  be  sufficiently  high  to  di- 
vide the  rivers,”  See.  is  an  assertion  not  worth  refut- 
ing, when  so  vaguely  made  upon  such  an  occasion. 
The  highlands  at  Temisquata  are  in  that  region, and 
only  fifty  miles  from  that  point,  and  if  they  were 
continuous  during  a sufficient  distance,  they  would 
divide  all  (he  waters  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  flowing  south,  though  not  from  those 
flowing  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Tiie  reason  why 
the  American  commissioners  did  not  enter  upon  the 
examination  oi'  the  country  westwardly,  is  explain- 
ed in  the  following  passage: 

“The  Metis  river  limited  the  explorations  lo  the 
northward,  and  when  tiie  explorations  in  that  region 
were  interrupted  by  the  weather,  and  could  not  be 
continued  for  the  want  of  provisions,  the  exploring 
was  continued  south  toward  the  monument.” 

In  point  of  fact,  these  gentlemen  turned  back  with- 
out having  made  any  investigations  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Metis,  the  cold  weather  having  set  in 
with  great  rigor,  and  their  provisions  barely  suffic- 
ing them  for  the  journey  back.  If  they  had  pene- 
trated the  country  to  the  northward,  and  had  disco- 
vered the  apparent  chain  we  have  before  spoken  of 
at  p.  41,  whose  peaks  fall  under  the  same  magnetic 
direction,  they  would  have  found  it  continuing  its 
course  northeasterly,  about  eighteen  rnile3  distant, 

*We  have  never  seen  this  map. 
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in  a direction  north,  47  west,  from  whence  the  due 
north  line  strikes  the  Beaver  river.  And  as  the  last 
mentioned  stream  rises  still  farther  to  the  southeast 
than  the  point  where  it  is  struck  by  the  north  line, 
it  is  plain  that  the  chain,  instead  of  dividing  at  tiiis 
point  the  streams  running  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  any  other  waters,  runs  through  the  country  at 
least  twenty  miles  north  of  the  points  where  the 
•sources  of  the  Metis  are. 

It  being  evident  that  the  report  of  these  gentle- 
men has  thrown  no  light  whatever  upon  the  nature 
of  the  country  west  of  their  pretended  northwest 
angle,  we  come  back  to  the  assertion  of  governor 
Kent,  that  the  said  point  is  from  2,000  to  3,000  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  that  the  country  is 
lligii,  and  even  mountainous  about  that  spot.” 

This  assertion  he  makes  upon  the  responsibility 
of  h <3  commissioners;  but  the  statement  is  so  ex- 
tremely at  variance  with  the  fact,  and  with  the  results 
of  the  careful  observations  which  we  made  when 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  that  we  have  felt  our- 
selves bound  to  examine  critically  into  the  grounds 
which  the  commissioners  of  Maine  had  for  assum- 
ing a fictitious  elevation,  the  exaggerated  height  of 
which  they  must  have  deemed  necessary  to  the  es- 
sential character  of  the  spot  which  they  have  so 
strenuously  claimed  to  be  the  northwest  angle  of  the 
treaty. 

Of  the  altitude  of  this  point  we  have  to  report  that 
it  is  rather  under  than  over  four  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  an  estimate  which  we  are  not 
afiaid  to  submit  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  having, 
independently  of  our  barometrical  admeasurements 
made  other  careful  computations  deduced  from  the 
current  of  the  Metis,  down  to  the  point  where  it 
empties  itself  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  making  a pro- 
per allowance  tor  three  falls  upon  the  stream,  one  of 
them  about  100  feet  high,  and  another  about  twenty- 
five  feet,  and  a third  about  eight  feet.* 

The  following  passages  from  the  report  of  these 
commissioners,  appear  to  furnish  the  key  to  the 
cause  of  the  strange  discrepancy  betwixt  these  es- 
timates. 

“Admitting  the  different  streams  (the  Restigouche 
and  its  branches)  to  be  of  the  same  height  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  Metis  or  Beaver  porid  is  531 
feet  higher,  a base  line  from  which,  drawn  south, 
will  show  a general  inclined  plane,  descending  from 
thence  to  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  and  that  the  general  elevation  of  the  high- 
lands will  be  between  two  or  three  thousand  feet 
also  above  the  level  of'  the  sea.  Here  is  the  place 
where  the  treaty  of  1783  describes  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  to  be.” 

We  find  no  materials  specified  in  this  report  to 
prove  the  existence  of  such  a “general  inclined 
plane,”  as  the  one  here  spoken  of,  save  in  the  fol- 
lowing passage: 

“According  to  the  principal  British  surveyor,  un- 
der the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1817, 
in  col.  Bouchette’s  survey,  vertical  section  and  pro- 
file of  the  country  from  the  monument,  ninety-nine 
miles  north.  Sugar  mountain  is  shown  to  be  the 
highest  land  upon  or  near  the  line  in  that  distance 
from  the  monument,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  fact. 
They  also  exhibit  a continual  rise,  in  the  base  of  the 
whole  country,  as  indicated  by  the  level  of  the 
streams  and  the  land  over  which  the  line  passes,  to 
the  waters  of  the  Restigouche.  It  shows  the  Me- 
duxnekeag  to  be  higher  than  the  monuments,  and 
the  Presqu’  Isle,  the  De  Chute,  the  Aroostook,  St. 
John  and  Grand  rivers,  all  rising  successively,  one 
higher  than  the  other  above  the  level  of  the  sea. — 
And  the  Waggansis  at  the  termination  of  the  ninety- 
nine  miles,  is  higher  above  the  level  of  the  sea  than 
any  river  south  of  it.  A copy  of  col.  Bouchette’s 
survey  and  profile  is,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration, 
annexed  to  our  map.” 

It  being  necessary  in  the  execution  of  our  duty  to 
report  the  true  elevation  above  the  sea  of  that  point 
where  the  official  agents  of  Maine  place  theirnorth- 
west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  it  has  appeared  to  us  not 
less  necessary  to  account,  if  possible,  for  the  wide 
difference  between  the  400  feet  which  we  report,  and 
the  “from  2,000  to  3,000  feet”  reported  to  their  go- 
vernment by  the  commissioners  of  Maine.  It  is  with 
great  reluctance,  therefore,  that  we  state  our  convic- 

*The  distance  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Metis  to 
the  mouth  of  the  stream  at  the  St.  Lawrence  is  about 
thirty-six  miles  in  a straight  line.  There  are  three  lakes, 
in  all  about  thirteen  miles  long,  leaving  tweenty  three 
miles  of  river.  Allowing  a fall  of  ten  feet  to  the  mile, 
which  is  au  extravagant  estimate,  the  height  of  the  spot 
claimed  by  the  governor  of  Maine  as  being  2,000  to 
3,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  would  stand  thus: 

10  feet  fall  per  mile  for  23  miles  230  feet. 

2 falls  above  mentioned  133  “ 

Falls  from  the  source  of  the  Metis  to  the  ) r>-  u 

lake  on  meandering  course  for  12  miles  $ 

383  feet. 


tion  that  is  has  originated  in  a singular  delusion  on 
the  part  of  col.  Bouchette,  her  majesty’s  surveyor- 
general  of  Lower  Canada;  we  therefore  proceed  as 
our  duty  enjoins  us,  to  put  your  lordship  in  posses- 
sion of  the  truth,  with  regard  to  a mistake  which  we 
think  has  had  much  to  do  in  creating  in  the  United 
States  erroneous  ideas  respecting  the  line  claimed  in 
that  country  as  the  “highlands”  of  the  treaty  ol'17S3. 

We  have  already  stated  that  col.  Bouchette  was 
associated  by  the  joint  commission  in  1S17,  with  Mr. 
Johnson  the  American  surveyor,  for  the  purpose  of 
running  an  exploratory  north  line,  and  colonel  Bou- 
chette, after  conducting  the  exploratory  line,  report- 
ed a section  of  elevations  to  the  commission  under 
the  following  title: 

“Section  showing  the  different  heights  of  land  be- 
tween the  monuments  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix, 
and  the  first  waters  of  the  Restigouche  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  exploring  line.” 

This  section,  which  beats  his  official  signature  of 
“Jos.  Bouchette,  S.  General,”  exhibits  an  inclined 
profile  of  the  country  from  the  monument  at  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix,  to  the  Great  Waggansis,  a 
stream  flowing  into  the  Restigouche,  with  several  of 
the  streams  intersected  by  the  due  north  line  in  its 
course. 

We  shall  accompany  this  report  with  a copy  of 
colonel  Bouchette’s  section,*  which  is  altogetherer- 
roneous.  All  the  points  on  the  section  being  visited 
by  one  universal  error  which  pervades  it,  we  shall 
only  specify  one  of  those  points,  viz:  that  where  the 
due  north  line  strikes  the  St.  John.  This  point,  the 
height  of  which  we  know  by  repeated  barometrical 
measurements,  and  by  actual  land  level  made  from 
tide  water  to  the  Great  Falls  of  the  St.  John,  does 
not  exceed  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Col. 
Bouchette  has  put  it  down  at  1,850  feet,  making  that 
point  about  1,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  monu- 
ment, and  the  monument  850  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea. 

As  the  section  of  col.  Bouchette  proceeds  farther 
to  the  north,  it  proportionately  ascends;  so  that  the 
Great  Waggansis  is  made  to  stand  at  2,050  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  when  probably  its  true  elevation 
is  only  about  850.  Reverting  then  to  the  passage 
quoted  from  the  report  of  the  Maine  commissioners, 
where  they  say  that  the  Metis  is  531  feet  higher 
than  the  Restigouche  and  its  branches,  and  adding 
that  height  to  the  2,050  feet  allowed  to  the  Waggan- 
sis, we  have  a total  of  2,581  feet  lo  represent  what 
they  have  stated  would  be  between  two  and  three 
thousand  feet. 

We  cannot  doubt  that  this  is  the  process  by  which 
they  have  arrived  at  their  conclusion,  and  that  then- 
fallacious  estimate  is  not  the  result  of  any  observa- 
tions made  by  themselves.  To  colonel  Bouchett’s 
error  of  1,700  feet,  they  have  atlded  a conjectural  ele- 
vation between  the  Restigouche  and  Lake  Metis, 
equally  erroneous,  making  the  sum  total  of  error 
equal  to  2,100  feet.  We  add  that  it  is  quite  impossi- 
ble tor  any  surveyors  having  but  a slight  practical 
acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  inequalilies  prevail- 
ing over  the  surfaces  of  countries,  not  to  have  per- 
ceived,, whilst  passing  over  that  part  of  the  country 
which  is  the  subject  of  theseestimates,  that  such  es- 
timates would  be  rejected  as  altogether  erroneous, 
when  its  elevation  was  properly  examined.  Butin 
proof  how  small  the  elevation  of  the  surface  at  this 
part  is,  the  previous  reports  of  the  American  sur- 
veyors themselves  may  he  quoted.  Mr.  Johnson, 
in  his  report  to  the  American  agent,  filed  May  22, 
1818,  gives  some  description  of  the  country,  through 
which  the  north  line  was  run  from  the  St.  John’s 
river  to  the  Waggansis,  at  the  99th  mile.  He  says: 

“After  rising  the  northwardly  bank  of  the  St. 
John,  we  found  the  country  mostly  flat  and  swampy, 

*The  original  section  has  a perpendicular  scale  at 
each  extremity,  which  gives  the  elevation  of  the  differ- 
ent points.  We  have  been  obliged  on  account  of  the 
diminutive  scale  upon  which  we  have  copied  the  origi- 
nal, vide  map  B.  No.  5,  to  express  the  figures  in  Eng- 
lish feet,  in  the  same  line  with  the  names  of  the  points 
indicated.  Beneath  our  copy  of  col.  Bouchette’s  sec- 
tion, we  have  placed  by  way  of  comparison,  an  outline 
of  our  “section  of  the  country  along  the  due  north  line,’’ 
which  is  on  the  margin  of  map  A,  with  a few  corres- 
ponding elevations  at  different  points,  in  order  to  illus- 
trate more  clearly  the  great  disproportions  between  the 
two  sections,  and  which  is  at  once  seen  by  the  follow- 
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Col.  Bouchette' s 
section. 

The  section 
below.  * 

The  monument 

850 

450 

Park’s  .... 

1,160 

770 

Meduxnakeag  river 

1,000 

270  * 

PresqiTile  river  . 

1,180 

180 

Land  south  of  Mars  hill, 

1,470 

500 

Goosequick 

1,350 

2U0 

River, Des  Chutes 

1,385 

200 

Roostuc  river 

1,470 

180 

River  Si.  John 

1,850 

300 

Great  Waggansis  river 

2,065 

400 

until  about  the  ninety-first  mile,  where  a moderate 
ridge  divides  the  waters  of  the  Falls  river  from  those 
of  Grand  river.  North  of  Grand  rNer,  between  Ihe 
93d  and  9 1th  miles,  is  a ridge,  which,  though  pro- 
bably higher  than  any  land  we  bad  passed  over  on 
the  line,  appears  not  to  be  of  any  considerable  ex- 
tent. From  this  to  the  98th  mile  we  passed  through 
a large  swamp,  which  gives  rise  to  the  Waggansis 
of  the  Grand  river.” 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  country  all  the  way 
from  the  St.  John  river  to  the  north  bank  of  the 
Quotawankedgwic,  a tributary  of  the  Restigouche, 
being,  in  (act,  a succession  of  swamps  with  occa- 
sional low  ridges  of  limited  extent;  the  apparent 
height  of  the  country  being  increased  to  the  eye  of 
inexperienced  persons,  by  the  deep  beds  which  the 
Restigouche  and  its  branches,  especially  the  Quota- 
wamkedgwic,  have  worn.  Alter  the  ascent  of  the 
hill  on  the  north  bank  of  this  last  stream,  the  coun- 
try descends  gently  the  whole  way  to  the  point 
where  the  exploratory  north  line  slukes  the  stream 
which  runs  into  Lake  Metis.  Now  the  point  where 
the  exploratory  north  line  leaves  the  St.  John 
is  only  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  it  is 
evident,  therefore,  from  what  has  been  stated,  that 
there  is  nothing  on  the  whole  line  from  thence  to 
the  Metis  that  can  farther  raise  the  general  eleva- 
tion of  the  country  to  any  great  extent;  and  as  iO 
occasional  ridges  which  have  been  alluded  to,  there 
is  not  one  of  them,  even  if  it  had  any  continuity, 
that  has  any  connexion  with  that  line  of  highlands 
claimed  by  the  United  States  as  the  highlands  of  the 
treaty  of  1783. 

North  eastern  boundary.  Very  slight  notice 
having  as  yet  appeared  in  the  Globe  or  any  of  the 
government  journals  in  relation  to  the  loregoing 
spacious  report  of  the  British  commissioners,  al- 
though the  document  has  been  extensively  circu- 
lated in  this  country,  we  have  to  resort  to  editorial 
comments  for  an  offset.  The  following  is  from 
the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  the  4th  in- 
stant— omitting  their  introductory  paragraph. 

The  subject  is  one  of  such  vital  public  impor- 
tance-one in  which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  so 
deeply  concerned — and  one  involving  so  completely 
all  our  relations  will)  Great  Britain — that  we  feel  it 
incumbent  upon  us  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  a 
high  duty,  to  devote  to  it  more  time  and  space  than 
is  usually  bestowed  upon  questions  requiring  dis- 
cussion in  a daily  newspaper. 

Article  2d  of  the  treaty  of  1783  defines  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  as  agreed  upon  in 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  from  which  we  qoute  as  fol- 
lows:— 

“Article  II.  And  that  all  disputes  which  might 
arise  in  future,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  said  United  States  may  be  pievented,  it  is  here- 
by agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following  are  and 
shall  be  their  boundaries,  viz:— from  the  northwest 
angle  of  Novii  Scotia,  viz:  that  angle  which  is  form- 
ed by  a line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  liver,  to  the  highlands  which  divide  those 
rivers  that  empty  into  ihe  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  .Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  northwest- 
ern most  head  of  the  Connecticut  river;  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty- 
filth  decree  of  north  latitude.  * * ' * 

east  by  a line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy 
to  its  source;  and  from  its  source,  directly  north  to 
the  aforesaid  highlands  which  divide  the  river  that 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  river  SI.  Lawrence .” 

Let  the  reader  here  observe  that  the  boundaries 
of  the  United  States  are  made  to  commence  and  ter- 
minate at  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz: 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a line  drawn  DUE 
NORTH  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  to 
the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  tall  into 
Atlantic  ocean.” 

It  follows  of  course,  then,  that  the  first  great  ob- 
ject to  be  ascertained,  is,  “the  northwest  “angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.”  This  is  so  obvious  to  the  common 
sense  of  every  intelligent  person,  that  to  attempt  to 
establish  a different  position,  is  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  a determination  to  confuse  the  whole 
question,  instead  of  a desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth; 
and  we  may  at  once  judge  of  the  character  of  the 
report  before  us,  by  the  following  extract  from  page 
17. 

“ The  real  subject  for  discussion  is  purely  the  true 
direction. of  the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.” 

By  this  it  will  be  perceived,  that  instead  of  ex- 
amining, as  it  was  the  duty  of  these  commissioners, 
into  the  locality  of  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  they  have  cunningly  determined  that  the 
question  to  be  discussed  is,  “which  are  the  high-' 
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lands  described  by  the  treaty?”  Thus  is  the  whole 
character  of  their  report  changed  into  the  discus- 
sion of  a question  not  relevant  to  the  point  at  issue; 
and  by  this  change  of  the  question  before  Ihetn, 
they  attempt  to  give  a totally  different  character  to 
their  report  from  what  would  have  been  possible,  if 
they  bad  honestly  approached  the  subject  with  a 
desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  Among  individuals, 
the  party  would  be  deemed  a madman,  who  should 
ask  of  his  neighbors  to  settle  the  boundaries  ol  his 
farm  without  first  pointing  out  to  them  the  place  of 
departure;  and  they  who  undertook  the  task,  would 
be  equally  censurable,  if  they  made  the  attempt  to 
discover  the  true  boundaries,  without  hist  deter- 
mining which  was  the  point  of  departure  named  in 
bis  deed.  This  is  precisely  the  situation  of  the 
authors  of  this  report;  and  this  position  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  is  assumed  by  them  from  a full  con- 
viction, that  if  they  had  obeyed  the  injunction  of 
the  treaty,  and  first  ascertained  “the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia”  as  the  place  of  departure, 
all  attempts  at  supporting  their  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory in  dispute,  would  have  been  worse  than  use- 
less. 

The  report,  it  must  be  born  in  mind,  is  nominal- 
ly the  work  of  col.  Mudge  of  the  British  army, 
and  Mr.  G.  W.  Featherstonhaugh,  late  “Unit- 
ed States  geologist,”  one  of  your  marketable  per- 
sonages, who  having  been  in  our  employ  for  many 
years,  deemed  it  no  dishonor  to  offer  his  services  to 
get  up  a report  in  favor  of  Great  Britain  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  government  on  whose  bounty  he  had 
for  years  subsisted!  The  report  itself,  is  such  a 
tissue  of  special  pleading,  that  we  are  pleased  to 
learn  col.  Mudge  had  but  little  to  do  with  it.  It  is 
every  way  worthy  of  one  whose  services  are  alike 
at  the  disposal  of  either  government,  when  it  is 
willing  to  pay  for  them.” 

We  contend,  and  we  think  it  the  common-sense 
view  of  the  subject,  that  the  first  question  tube 
discussed  and  determined,  is,  the  location  of  the 
true  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  in  this 
opinion  we  are  borne  out  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  and 
the  instructions  of  the  joint  commissioners  under 
the  treaty  of  1814.  The  treaty  of  1794,  known  as 
Jay’s  treaty,  especially  provides  for  the  discovery 
of  this  northwest  angie  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  with 
■that  view,  directs  that  commissioners  be  appointed 
by  the  two  governments  to  “ determine  what  river 
was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  the  river  St. 
Croix  mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace.”  In  order 
that  a due  north  line  might  be  run  from  its  source 
to  the  point  designated  as  the  “northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.”  And  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
having  been  definitively  settled  by  that  commission, 
the  commissioners  under  the  5th  article  of  the 
treat}- of  Ghent,  directed  the  surveyors  of  the  two 
governments  to  “proceed  upon  an  exploring  survey 
upon  a line  due  north  from  the  lake  at  the  source  of 
the  river  St.  Croix,  until  they  should  arrive  at  some 
one  of  the  stream.:  or  waters  which  are  connect- 
ed WITH  THE  RIVER  St.  LAWRENCE!” 

This  is  a stumbling  block  in  the  path  of  Mr. 
Commissioner  Feayherstonhauch;  but  it  is  Won- 
derful with  what  facility  he  clears  all  such  rubbish 
from  bis  way.  The  removal  of  this,  was  absolute- 
ly necessary,  and  it  is  done  with  the  dash  of  a pen 
— it  was ‘-indiscreet  in  the  British  commissioner” 
and  a cunning  trick  “of  the  agent  of  the  United 
States!”  This  mode  of  reasoning  in  so  grave  a 
state  paper  as  that  before  us,  is  so  preposterous  that 
we  deem  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  refer  the  reader 
in  page  42  of  the  report  for  the  accuracy  of  our 
quotation. 

Let  us  now  examine  why  these  instructions  were 
given  to  the  joint  surveyors  in  1S17,  and  upon 
what  data  they  were  based. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Lower  Canada, 
was  in  possession  of  the  French  till  1763,  when  by 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  that  province,  together  with 
Nova.  Scotia  or  Acadia  was  ceded  to  England.  Nova 
Scotia  or  Acadia,  had,  however,  been  in  the  alter- 
nate possession  of  both  England  and  France  from 
1621  to  1763,  a period  of, one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  years;  and  during  the  whole  of  this  period  it 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  first  grant  of  this  district  of  country,  was 
made  in  1621  by  James  I,  of  England.  Its  west- 
ern boundary  was  thus  described  to  which  we  ask 
the  particular  attention  of  the  reader.  Commenc- 
ing at  Cape  Sable  and  crossing  the  bayofFundy 
“to  the  river  Holy  Cross,  or  St.  Croix,  and  to  the 
fnrtherest  source  or  spring  upon  the  western  branch 
of  the  same;  thence  by  an  imaginary  direct  line,  to 
be  drawn  or  run  through  the  country  or  over  the 
land,  to  the  north,  to  the  first  bay,  river  or  spring, 
emptying  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada:  [the 
St.  Lawrence ] and  from  thence  running  to  the  east 
along  the  shore's  of  the  said  river  of  Canada.” 
This  grant  was  made  to  sir  William  Alexander, 
who  gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  Nova  Scotia; 


audit  will  be  perceived  that  its  western  boundary 
was  a straight  line  running  “ direct  north.”  to  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Thus  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  was  fixed 
as  early  as  1621  at  the  point  where  a due  north  line 
from  the  western  branch  of  the  St.  Croix  would 
strike  the  first  bay,  river  or  spring  emptying  itself 
into  the  St.  Lawrence.  And  in  1691  the  territorial 
rights  of  the  New  Plymouth  company,  granted  in 
1606,  but  which  had  been  forfeited,  were  restored, 
and  new  territories  annexed,  including  Nova  Scotia 
or  Acadia.  But  argues  the  author  of  this  report: 
“as  this  was*  only  a war  title  and  by  the  treaty  of 
Rysvick  in  1797,  all  this  territory  was  surrendered  to 
France,  it  did  not  revert  to  Massachusetts  on  its  re- 
cession to  England  in  1763.”  On  this  great  stress 
is  laid;  but  so  far  as  relates  to  the  question  before 
ns,  it  is  of  no  importance  whatever.  The  great  ob- 
ject now  in  view  is,  to  asceitain  where  the  true 
“northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia”  is,  and  not  what 
were  Massachusetts’  titles  to  extended  territory. 
We  have  already  seen  that  in  1621  it  was  fixed  at 
the  point  where  a due  north  line  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  intersected  the  “first  bay,  river  or 
spring  emptying  itself  into  the  (St.  Lawrence)  great 
l iver  of  Canada,”  and  at  no  period  has  this  location 
ever  been  changed.  In  1763,  when  England  entered 
into  the  quiet  possession  of  Canada,  George  III,  is- 
sued his  proclamation  on  the  7th  Oct.  defining  the 
southeasterly  boundary  ofCanada,  or  Quebec  as  it  was 
then  called,  and  therein  declared  that  it  should  “run 
through  the  Lake  Champlain  in  forty-five  degrees  of 
north  latitude  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea”  to  in- 
tersect the  northwestern  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Thus  conforming  in  all  things  to  the  language  used 
in  the  original  charter  of  James  I,  in  1621.  But 
says  the  British  commissioners’  report,  “the  acts  of 
the  British  government  touching  the  partilionment  of 
lands  between  the  provinces  of  Neiv  Brunswick  and 
Lower  Canada,  are  not  appropriate  matters  for  dis- 
cussion inthe  dispute  with  the  United  States!” 

And  why  not?  we  would  ask:  The  great  object  of 
the  parties  is,  or  at  least  ought  to  be,  to  arrive  at  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of  1783;  and 
every  act  of  either  government  calculated  to  elicit 
the  truth,  is  not  only  “appropriate  matters  lor  dis- 
cussion,” but  must  necessarily  constitute  a very 
prominent  part  of  the  testimony  on  which  the  ulti- 
mate decision  depends.  Thus  it  England  in  1763 
reaffirmed  the  northwest  angel  of  Nova  Scotia  to  be 
where  it  was  fixed  by  James  I,  in  1621;  if  in  1691 
she  gave  to  the  colony  of  New  Plymouth  the  whole 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  if  the  great  iaw  officers  of  the 
crown  decided  that  she  was  again  entitled  to  it  on 
its  recession  in  1763;  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec  or  Lower  Canada  has  never  at- 
tempted to  extend  its  jurisdiction  over  a single  acre 
of  the  territory  in  dispute,  because  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia  was  well  known , and  well  understood 
to  be  her  southwesterly  boundary — then  do  all  of 
these  acts,  although  confined  to  her  colonies,  have 
an  important  bearing  upon  this  question,  and  enter 
largely  into  the  “discussion”  of  it. 

The  proclamation  of  George  III,  in  1763  was 
evidently  intended  to  settle  forever,  the  question  of 
boundary  between  the  provinces  of  Quebec,  Massa- 
chusetts and  Nova  Scotia.  The  constant  changes 
of  sovereignty  over  the  territory  laying  east  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  had  produced'  confusion  in  the  boun- 
daries of  these  provinces;  and  having  for  the  first 
time  come  into  quiet  possession  of  the  province  of 
Quebec,  George  1 II,  not  only  determined  to  make 
this  definitive  settlement,  but  inasmuch  as  Quebec 
was  a French  province,  and  it  had  been  determined 
to  preserve  to  it,  its  French  character  and  govern- 
ment, it  was  also  determined  to  embrace  in  it  all  the 
French  settlements  on  the  east  bank  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. Up  to  this  period,  England,  whenever  in  the 
occupancy  o(  the  territory  on  the  east  side  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  always  claimed  from  the  Atlantic  to 
that  river,  known  at  that  time,  as  the  great  river  of 
Canada.  And  in  pursuance  of  such  claim,  in  her 
grants  of  this  territory,  invariably  gave  title  to  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Thus  in  1664  Charles 
the  second  granted  to  his  brother  the  duke  of  York 
the  territory  of  Maine,  and  in  the  description  of  the 
grant,  bounded  it  east  by  the  line  of  Nova  Scotia., 
“west  by  the  Kenebec  river,  and  so  upwards  by  the 

SHORTEST  COURSE  TO  THE  RIVER  OF  CANADA 
NORTHWARD.” 

This  gave  Maine  all  the  territory  lying  between 
the,  head  waters  of  the  ftennebec  and  the  nearest 
point  on  the  St.  Lawrence  (Quebec)  and  the  east 
line  of  Nova  Scotia,  extending  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
on  the  north!  The  full  force  of  this  grant,  which 
was  purchased  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts  from 
sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  in  1677,  is  felt  by  the 
British  commissioners  in  their  recent  report;  and 
they  adopt  two  very  unsatisfactory  modes  of  getting 


rid  of  it.  In  the  first  place  they  contend  that  the 
title  of  the  crown  was  “only  a war  title”  abrogated 
by  the  subsequent  cession  to  France;  and  secondly, 
they  desire  to  falsify  this  solemn  act  of  the  crown, 
on  the  pretence  that  it  had  no  title  to  the  territory  in 
question,  and  made  the  grant  “ rather  to  preserve  the 
national  claim  than  as  intended  by  the  crown  to  be  of 
force  against  itself! 

Now  it  does  appear  to  us,  that  that  cause  must  be 
bad  indeed,  which  can  only  be  sustained  by  setting 
at  nought  the  most  solemn  acts  of  the  British  crown, 
and  by  resort  to  the  disreputable  plea,  thatthe  crown 
made  grants  of  territory  to  which  it  had  no  title  in 
order  to  set  up  a false  national  claim  against  France. 
If  it  is  admitted  that  such  was  the  policy  of  the 
British  government  in  1664 — a policy  gravely  de- 
fended in  1840 — have  we  not  good  right  to  charge 
that  the  policy  which  is  now  defended,  would,  if  ne- 
cessary, be  now  practised;  and  that  the  claim  now 
set  up  in  regard  to  the  territory  in  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  is  notone  found- 
ed in  either  justice  or  equity,  but  in  that  principle 
recognized  by  English  diplomacy  in  1840,  which 
prompted  Charles  II  to  convey  to  his  brother,  terri- 
tory not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  England,  in  order 
to  found  on  such  conveyance,  “a  national  claim,  and 
not  one  intended  by  the  crown  to  be  of  force  against  it- 
self” Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  report  embo- 
dying this  disgraceful  plea,  is  sanctioned  by  the 
British  ministry;  and  that  they  are  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  any  arguments  advanced  in  it  at  war 
with  the  laws  and  good  faith  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land. 

But  it  is  a well  settled  principle  that  neither  indi- 
viduals or  nations,  can  benefit  by  their  own  illegal 
and  unjustifiable  measures;  and  that  such  illegal 
acts,  while  of  no  avail  as  against  third  parties,  are 
valid  against  themselves:  and  thus  the  grant  by 
Charles  II  to  the  duke  of  York,  although  now  not 
recognized,  on  the  plea  that  it  was  an  act  of  fraud 
intended  only  to  “preserve  a national  claim”  against 
France,  was  valid  as  against  England,  the  momenta 
third  party  became  the  pui  chaser.  But  we  contend, 
that  it  never  was  made  other  than  in  good  faith;  and 
the  whig  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  which  in  1840 
recognizes  the  plea  now  set  up  by  the  late  “U.  S. 
geologist,”  is  unworthy  of  controling  the  destinies 
of  a great  nation. 

But  to  return  to  the  proclamation  of  1763.  That 
document  in  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  different 
provinces,  aimed  as  we  have  already  said,  to  retain 
within  the  boundaries  of  Quebec  the  entire  French 
settlements;  and  therefore,  annexed  to  that  province, 
the  strip  of  land  along  the  entire  east  bank  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  bay  of  Chaleurs,  by  causing 
its  northeast  boundary  to  run  “along  the  highlands 
dividing  the  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the 
said  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  sea.” 

All  who  are  familiar  with  the  original,  and  even 
the  present  settlements  of  the  French  population  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Detroit  river,  the  St.  Clair,  at 
Green  bay,  and  along  the  Upper  Mississippi,  need 
not  be  told  that  they  were,  and  are  confined  to  the 
banks  of  the  rivers;  and  consequently,  the  British 
authorities  well  knew,  that  by  simply  extending  the 
boundaries  of  Quebec  to  the  highlands  whence  the 
waters  flowed  into  (lie  St.  Lawrence,  they  would 
beyond  all  question,  include  all  the  French  popula- 
tion within  said  boundaries.  They  accordingly  con- 
fined the  words  of  the  proclamation  to  language 
which  would  simply  give  to  Quebec  the  tributaries 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  no  more.  The  cause  of 
this  was  obvious.  The  conquered  province  of  Que- 
bec containing  only  a Frence  population,  they  were 
anxious  to  keep  them  under  tile  government  of  the 
French  customs  and  laws;  but  equally  anxious  to 
guard  against  extending  its  boundary  one  foot  fur- 
ther than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  such  purpose. 
Good  faith  too,  required  that  they  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  grants  previously  made  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  St!  Lawrence;  and  every  consideration 
of  state  policy  pointed  out  the  advantages  of  restrict- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  conquered  province,  which 
was  to  be  governed  by  laws. and  customs  hostile 
to  the  genius  of  English  institutions,  within  the 
narrowesl  possible  limits  consistent  with  the  policy 
of  continuing  it  as  a F tench  province.  Accordingly, 
the  southwestern  boundary  of  Quebec,  was  by  that 
proclamation,  gravely  fixed  within  a few  miles  of  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  running  “along 
the  highlands  dividing  the  rivers  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  said  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  sea”  until  it  reached  the  “north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia”  which  had  been  previ- 
ously fixed  at  the  point  where  “a  due  north  line  from 
the  river  St.  Croix  would  strike  the  first  bay,  river 
or  SPRING  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence.” 

With  regard  to  the  meaning  ol'  this  language,  there 
cannot  reasonably  exist  any  question.  All  the  rivers 
not  flowing  into  the  St.  Laurence  were  known  to  run 
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to  the  eastward  into  the  Atlantic;  and  it  never  entered 
into  the  imagination  of  the  writer  of  the  proclama- 
tion, that  there  conld  be  any  distinction  between  a 
river  flowing  into  the  sea  or  a bay  of  the  sea.  But 
of  this  hereafter.  The  simple  fact,  that  under  this 
definition  of  title,  Quebec  never  did  and  never  has 
extended  her  jurisdiction  one  foot  beyond  the  sour- 
ces of  the  rivers  and  springs  emptying  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  universal  under- 
standing of  the  intention  of  this  proclamation.  Then 
again,  who  is  it  that  claims  the  territory  in  dispute? 
Is  it  the  province  of  Quebec  or  Lower  Canada?  No, 
but  the  province  of  New  Brunswick!  Now  surely, 
this  fact  is  conclusive  that  Lower  Canada  is,  and  has 
been  deemed  to  be  bounded  since  1763,  by  tile  high- 
lands immediately  east  of  the  SI.  Lawrence,  and  by 
the  sources  of  streams  flowing  into  that  river.  Ad- 
mit this,  and  it  is  a fact  so  notorious  that  no  advocate 
of  the  British  claim  to  the  disputed  territory  has  ever 
ventured  to  dispute  it,  and  the  whole  question  is  ren- 
dered so  obviously  simple,  that  no  person  of  ordi- 
nary intelligence  can  fora  moment  honestly  question 
our  right  to  the  boundary  as  claimed  by  the  state  of 
Maine. 

The  proclamation  of  1763  and  the  practice  under 
it  for  two-thirds  of  a century,  having  definitively 
settled  the  eastern  limits  of  the  province  of  Quebec 
or  Lower  Canada;  let  us  now  investigate  the  title  to 
the  intermediate  territory  between  Lower  Canada 
and  New  Brunswick. 

We  have  shown,  that  as  early  as  1621,  the  western 
boundary  of  Nova  Scotia  was  determined  by  “a  due 
north  line  to  the  first  bay,  river  or  spring  empty- 
ing into  the  great  river  of  Canada”  (the  St.  Law- 
rence) and  thence  easterly  towards  the  bay  of Chaleurs 
— the  north  west  angle  being  that  precise  point  where 
said  ‘due  north  line’  came  in  contact  with  the  “first 
bay,  river  or  spring”  falling  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 
We  have  also  shown  that  in  1~63  George  III,  by  pro- 
clamation, fixed  the  south  eastern  boundary  of  Que- 
bec so  as  to  intersect  said  “north  eastern  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.” 

In  the  same  year,  1763,  upon  the  appointment  of 
Montague  W iliyiot  to  be  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
the  boundaries  of  that  province  were  again  particu 
larly  and  specifically  described — the  northern  boun- 
dary having  long  been  in  dispute  between  England 
and  France. — And  on  this  occassion  the  “north wes- 
ternmost angle  of  Nova  Scotia”  and  its  western 
boundary,  were  again  permanently  fixed  in  the  very 
spot  where  it  ever  had  of  right  been,  and  by  the  use 
of  language  which  neither  then  nor  now,  admits  of 
any  cavil.  It  was  in  the  following  words: — “Across 
the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  St  Croix,  by  the  said  river  its  source,  and  by  a 
line  drawn  norih  from  thence  to  the  southern  boundary 
of  our  colony  of  Quebec ; to  the  east  by  said  bounda- 
ry,” &c. 

And  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  precisely  the 
same  language  is  used  in  the  commission  of  Wm. 
Campbell  in  1767.  and  of  Francis  Leggef.  in 
1771. — And  this  definition  ot  the  boundary  of  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  part  of  George  lit,  and  his  ministers, 
was  subsequently  recognized  by  act  of  parliament, 
in  1774. 

In  17S4,  the  year  after  our  treaty  of  peace  and 
boundary,  New  Brunswick  was  set  off  from  Nova 
Scotia — and  Thos.  Caleton  appointed  governor. 
In  his  commission  the  boundaries  of  New  Bruns- 
wick are  described  as  follows — being  the  identical 
words  used  in  the  commission  of  Montague  Wil- 
mot  in  1769,  viz:  “On  the  westward  by  the  mouth  of 
the  river  St.  Croix,  by  the  river  to  its  source,  and 
by  a line  drawn  due  north  from  thence  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  our  province  of  Quebec,”  fyc.  And 
so  in  every  commission  granted  down  to,  and  in- 
cluding the  commission  to  the  earl  of  Dalhouse  in 
1819,  the  same  identical  words  were  used  for  defin- 
ing the  western  boundary  of  New  Brunswick. 

And  now  let  us  inquire,  to  whom  belonged  the 
immediate  territory  between  Quebec  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia, after  the  proclamation  of  George  III,  in  1763? 
To  Quebec?  Certainly  not;  because  that  province 
was  bounded  by  the  highlands  whence  flowed  the 
waters  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  this  day  has 
never  attempted  to  extend  its  jurisdiction  one  foot 
beyond  them;  although  with  a view  to  establish  “a 
national  claim”  in  contradistinction  of  one  of  justice 
and  equity,  Bouchette,  her  majesty’s  surveyor,  has 
recently  published  a new  map  of  Lower  Canada,  in 
which  for  the  first  time,  the  disputed  territory  is 
made  to  belong  to  Canada  instead  of  New  Bruns- 
wick! and  that  too,  at  the  very  time  that  New  Bruns- 
wick is  claiming  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  it!  If 
then,  this  territory  did  not  in  1763  belong  to  Quebec, 
to  what  province  did  it  attach?  Not  to  Nova  Scotia 
certainly;  because  her  west  line  was  a due  norih 
line  from  the  river  St.  Croix;  ncryet  to  New  Bruns- 
wick, because  she  was  not  Ihen  in  existence.  But 
to  the  then  loyal  province  of  Massachusetts — she  hav- 
ing purchased  the  same  from  sir  Ferdinando  Goii- 


ger  in  1677,  who  held  it  under  title  from  the  duke  of 
York,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by  his  brother, 
Charles  II.  in  1664'. 

No  one  can  question  the  right  of  Massachusetts 
to  this  territory,  after  the  issuing  of  ttie  royal  pro- 
clamation in  1763;  and  in  17S3  when  the  boundaries 
of  the  United  States  were  to  be  forever  defined,  the 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  insisted 
upon  using  the  identical  language  which  determined 
the  western  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  south 
eastern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  viz: 
“From  the  northwestern  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz: 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  aline  drawn  due  north 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  to  the  high- 
lands which  divide  those  rivers  which  empty  into 
the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  At- 
lantic ocean.” 

The  very  evident  tendency  and  intention  of  using 
this  language,  was  to  secure  to  Massachusetts  all  its 
territory,  the  same  as  to  every  other  of  the  then  late 
provinces  and  consequently,  the  whole  ot  that  portion 
of  it  lying  west  of  the  line  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
south  and  east  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  ou  which 
she  adjoined.  And  as  the  simplest  and  most  certain 
mode  of  doing  this,  and  in  the  words  of  the  treaty 
itself,  to  guard  “against  all  disputes  which  might 
arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries,” 
the  commissioners  embodied  in  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty,  nearly  the  identical  words  used  in 
defining  the  westerly  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
the  south  and  southeasterly  boundary  of  Quebec. 

Of  the  true  meaning  of  the  language  used  in  the 
treaty  the  British  commissioners  appear  to  be  per- 
fectly conscious;  and  if  it  were  possible,  give  ad- 
ditional importance  to  it,  by  very  unwisely  attempt- 
ing to  show  that  it  was  the  result  of  misapprehen- 
sion. Accordingly  we  have  a large  argument  de- 
signed to  prove  that  the  original  grant  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia or  Jlcudia  in  1621  by  James  1,  to  sir  Wm.  Alex- 
ander being  in  latin  has  been  incorrectly  ren- 
dered, and  that  instead  of  “by  a line  due  north  from 
the  St.  Croix”  it  should  have  been  rendered,  “to- 
wards the  north.”  But  of  what  consequence  is  this 
to  the  matter  in  dispute?  The  error,  if  there  be  one, 
crept  into  the  English  proclamations  and  grants  at 
an  early  day.  It  was  definitely  adopted  in  the  pro- 
mation  of  1763,  in  the  appointment  of  Montague 
Wilmot  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  same  year; 
in  that  of  Wm.  Campbell  in  1761  and  of  Leggee 
in  1771;  in  the  act  of  parliament  of  1774;  and  final- 
ly, it  was  embodied  in  our  treaty  of  peace  in  1783. 
And  again,  of  what  importance  is  it,  according  to  the 
principles  of  this  report,  whether  the  original  words 
were  “toward  the  north”  or  “due  north”  when  the 
same  quibblers  gravely  contend  that  the  original 
grant  was  only  a “war  grant”  and  in  no  way  binding 
upon  the  parties?  The  caviling  on  this  subject 
however  is  important;  for  while  it  cannot  change  the 
words  of  the  treaty,  it  clearly  proves  that  in  the  es- 
timation of  those  who  make,  and  those  who  adopt 
the  report,  the  words  “due  north”  are  fatal  to  the 
claims  of  Great  Britain. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  carelessness  and  inconsis- 
tency with  which  argument  upon  argument  is  jum- 
bled together  in  this  report,  and  the  whole  subject 
involved  in  as  much  mystery  as  possible;  we  would 
instance  a long  paragraph  at  page  30  designed  to 
prove  that  the  “due  north  line”  forming  the  western 
boundary  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  intended  to  reach  and 
terminate  at  some  large  bay  or  river  known  as  a 
naval  station;  and  consequently,  was  intended  to 
terminate  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chaudiere  nearly  op- 
posite Quebec  and  but  little  north  of  west  from  the 
sources  of  the  St.  Croix!  The  commissioners  grave- 
ly say: 

“It  was  not  known  at  that  time  that  either  bay  or 
river  existed  in  (he  part  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
which  the  American  translation  would  draw  this 
line.  The  small  unnavigable  streams  taking  their 
rise  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  south  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  north  of  the  St.  John,  were  unknown 
at  that  period  and  would  not  have  been  dignified 
with  the  name  of  river  had  they  been  known,  seeing 
that  in  our  time3  they  only  serve  to  float  Indian  ca- 
noes and  pine  logs  which  arc  sent  down  the  streams 
to  be  manufactured  into  deals  by  the  sawmills,  con- 
structed near  their  mouths.” 

Here  is  a grave  attempt  to  make  us  believe,  that 
the  west  line  of  Nova  Scotia,  instead  of  running  “due 
north”  was  intended  to  run  nearly  west,  and  reach 
the  mouth  of  the  Chaudiere  opposite  Quebec,  which 
would  thus  become  the  true  “northwest  angel  of 
Nova  Scotia.”  And  to  strengthen  this  conviction, 
the  learned  and  well  informed  commissioners  argue, 
that  it  is  evident  from  the  phraseology  of  the  de- 
scription of  this  boundary,  that  the  line  was  intend- 
ed to  strike  some  large  liver  or  bay  on  tile  St.  Law- 
rence! 

Let  the  reader  contrast  this  argument  with  the 
language  of  the  boundary  spoken  of,  and  then  altri- 
bute  the  argument  of  the  commissioners  to  either 


ignorance  or  impudence  as  he  may  think  proper.  The 
words  of  tlie  grant  are: 

“To  ttie  river  Holy  Cross  or  St.  Croix,  and  to  the 
farthest  source  or  spring  upon  the  western  brancli 
of  the  same;  thence  by  an  imaginary  direct  line  to 
be  drawn  or  run  through  the  country  or  on  the  land, 
to  the  north,  to  the  first  bay,  river,  or  SPRING,  emp- 
tying itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada.” 

Here-it  will  be  perceived,  that  instead  of  not  mean- 
ing a small  stream  only  sufficient  to  float  logs,  it  ac- 
tually means  and  requires  that  it  shail  stop  at  the 
first  spring  emptying  itself  into  the  St.  Lawrence; 
clearly  meaning  to  stop  on  the  first  heiglit  of  land 
from  whence  water  flows  into  tiiat  river. 

But  says  the  report,  it  never  was  intended  by  the 
treaty  of  1783  that  the  boundary  of  Massachusetts 
should  cross  the  SI.  John’s  river:  and 

“In  a treaty  the  express  object  of  which  was  to 
define  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  now  for 
the  first  time  separated  from  the  parent  country,  it 
was  obviously  unnecessary  even  to  allude  to  a river 
which  confessedly  rose  and  emptied  itself  within 
the  king’s  retained  domains,  and  no  purl  of  the  course 
of  which  lay  within  the  territory  intended  to  be  ced- 
ed to  the  newly  constituted  state.” 

We  have  heretofore  alluded  to  the  commission 
appointed  under  the  treaty  of  1794,  to  “determine 
what  river  was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace.” 

I In  relation  to  what  highlands  were  intended,  or  where 
they  were  to  be  found,  no  question  was  raised,  be- 
cause no  doubt  existed — it  being  well  understood 
that  the  highlands  were  sufficienily  defined  as  those 
from  which  the  water  (lowed  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 
But  there  had  been  a doubt  in  regard  to  which  was 
the  river  St.  Croix;  and  this,  we  contend,  was  the 
only  doubt  that  ever  existed— the  only  question  that 
ever  was  raised,  until  1819.  The  British  agent 
under  that  commission,  contended  for  the  western 
branch  of  the  Savdiac  as  the  true  St.  Croix,  and 
that  the  line  should  thence  run  due  north  till  it  ar- 
rived at  water  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  which 
would  be  at  the  highlands  named  in  the  treaty — and 
consequently,  the  “northwest  angel-of  Nova  Scotia.” 
He  says  that  “the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  was  bounded  to  the  north- 
ward by  the  southern  boundary  of  the  province  of 
Quebec,  which  was  established  by  proclamation  in 
1763,  and  included  in  all  the  counties  bounded  on 
the  north  by  a line  from  the  buy  of  Chaleurs  along 
the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  in  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  sea;”  and  in  contending  for  the  west  branch 
of  the  Scaudiac  as  the  true  St.  Croix,  he  express- 
ly admits  that  the  line  will  necessarily  cross  the 
river  St.  John  in  reaching  the  highlands  describ- 
ed in  the  treaty,  and  which  were  well  known  to  the 
British  authorities  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Que- 
bec. llis  main  argument  for  the  west  branch  of  the 
Scaudiac  as  the  true  St.  Croix,  was  founded  on  its 
convenience  to  both  nations;  as  a line  from  thence 
would  give  each  nation  the  mouths  of  the  rivers 
rising  ill  its  teriitory — and  he  proceed  to  say:  “A 
line  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  western  or  main 
branch  of  (he  Scaudiac,  will  fully  secure  this  effect 
to  the  U.  States  in  every  instance,  except  in  that  of 
the  river  St.  John,  wherein  it  becomes  impos- 
sible by  reason  that  the  source  of  this  river  is  to  the 
westward  of  Penobscot  and  even  the  Kenebcck,  so  that 
this  north  line,  must  of  necessity  cross  the 
St.  John.  But  if  a north  line  is  traced  from  the 
east  branch  of  the  Scaudiac,  it  will  not  only  cross 
the  St.  John,  within  fifty  miles  of  Fredericklon  the 
metropolis  of  New  Brunswick,  but  it  will  cut  off  the 
sources  of  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Bay  of  Cha- 
ieurs,”  &.c.  &c.. 

This  then,  was  the  whole  ground  of  dispute  in 
1794,  and  at  that  time  the  whole  question  of  boun- 
dary tinned  upon  what  was  the  true  St.  Croix — all 
parlies  conceding  because  it  admitted  of  no  question, 
that  start  where  the  line  may,  it  must  “of  necessity 
cross  the  river  St.  John.”  'Well,  after  an  actual 
survey  under  commissioners  appointed  by  both  go- 
vernments, the  point  of'  departure  on  tlie  true  Sf. 
Croix  is  determined  upon  and  mutually  conceded; 
and  then,  in  IS  19  and  not  till  then,  the  British  go- 
vernment in  the  face  ot  all  its  grants,  proclamations 
and  acts  of  parliaments— in  the  face  ol  its  well  known 
practice  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  its  treatystipu- 

iations,  and  its  gravp  admissions  in  1794 nay,  in 

the  very  teeth  of  forty  years  quiet  possession,  grave- 
ly assumes  the  ground  that  the  due  north  line  from 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  must  not  cross  the  river 
St.  John;  and  that  an  isolated  mountain  called  Mars 
ILll,  constitutes  the  highlands  which  divide  the  wa- 
ters emptying  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence 

from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean!! 

What  renders  this  claim  still  more  untenable,  is  the 
well  established  %ct,  that  of  all  the  waters  which 
rise  or  flow  within  one  bundled  miles  of  this  Mars 
Hill,  not  a solitary  drop  finds  its  way  into  tiie  St. 
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Lawrence!  In  short,  there  is  not  the  shadow  ot  a 
shade  of  reason  or  justice  whereon  to  base  this  claim; 
but  it  has  thus  far  been  urged,  simply  and  solely, 
because  such  a termination  of  this  north  line  would 
give  to  England  a valuable  strip  of  country,  and  af- 
ford her  easy  access  from  Lower  Canada  to  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Let  us  next  examine  the  pretentions  and  views 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  period  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
in  1814.  In  a note  to  our  commissioners  dated  Au- 
gust 8th,  1814,  they  propose  to  “-discuss  such  a varia- 
tion of  the  line  of  (north  eastern)  frontier,  as  may  se- 
cure a direct  communication  between  Quebec  and  Ha- 
lifax!” To  this  our  commissioners  replied,  that  they 
were  not  authorised  to  cede  any  part  of  our  territo- 
ry; and  the  British  commissioners  again  urged  the 
subject,  saying  that  they  were  “persuaded  an  ar- 
rangement on  this  point  might  easily  be  made,  if  en- 
tered into  a spirit  of  conciliation,  without  any  pre- 
judice to  the  interests  of  the  district  in  question.” — 
Our  commissioners  again  pleaded  their  want  ot  pow- 
er to  cede  any  portion  of  our  territory  even  for  a “fair 
equivalent;”  to  which  on  the  Sth  of  October  the  Bri- 
tish commissioners  gave  the  following  important  re- 
sponse: “The  British  government  never  required 
that  all  that  portion  of  the  stale  of  Massachusetts 
which  lies  between  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec 
should  be  eeded  to  Great  Britain;  but  only  that  smut/ 
portion  of  unsettled  country  which  interrupts  the 
communication  between  Quebec  and  Halifax,  there 
being  much  doubt  whether  it  does  not  already  belong 
to  Great  Britain.” 

Now,  if  the  treaty  of  17S3  gave  to  Great  Britain 
the  territory  in  dispute — but  which  never  was  dis- 
puted. from  1783  till  1819 — why  did  the  British  com- 
missioners in  1814,  asks  us  to  discuss  the  propriety 
of  a “variation”  in  this  north  eastern  line?  Why 
if  it  was  hers  already  did  she  ask  us  to  cede,  what 
she  now  calls  hers  by  treaty  but  which  she  then  de- 
signated as  “a  small  portion  of  the  slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, lying  between  Quebec  and  Halifax ?”  Is 
England  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  that  which  is 
plainly  hers  by  treaty  stipulations?  Has  she  ever 
been  known  to  ask  for  the  cession  of  any  territory 
which  was  hers  already  by  a solemn  treaty?  In  short, 
did  not  her  commissioners,  by  asking  for  a variation 
of  the  line  under  the  treaty  of  ’83,  plainly  and  dis- 
tinctly admit,  that  under  that  treaty,  the  line  was  as 
defined  by  us,  and  not  as  she  has  since  assumed  to 
define  it  for  her  own  convenience?  But  what  aggra- 
vates the  assumption  in  this  case,  is  her  now  grave- 
ly contending,  that  alt  the  territory  north  of  Mars 
Hill,  is  and  always  has  been  hers — or  in  other  words, 
that  no  part  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  (now 
Maine)  lies  between  Quebec  and  Halifax  or  inter- 
cepts her  communication  between  those  two  places. 
In  1S14  she  ottered  to  buy  this  “small  portion  of  un- 
settled country,”  now  she  ruthlessly  lays  her  hands 
upon  seven  millions  oi  acres  of  our  soil,  and  says 
to  us— I once  ottered  to  purchase  a “small  portion” 
of  this  district  for  my  convenience,  I now  claim 
10,705  square  miles  ot  it,  as  mine  by  right,  and  am 
prepared  to  make  good  my  title  to  it,  by  force  of 
arms. 

We  will  now  examine  the  arguments  used  by  Great 
Britain  against  our  claim.  They  are  first,  that  even 
the  treaty  of  Ghent  throws  doubt  upon  our  claim, 
secondly  that  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the  sea  mean 
different  tilings,  and  that  while  a gulf  or  a bay  \s  part 
of  the  sea  it  is  no  part  of  the  ocean.  There  are 
other  vague  insinuations  and  conclusions  set  forth  in 
the  report  before  us;  but  they  all  ultimately  turn 
upon  the  distinction  diawn  between  ocean  and  sea. 

With  regard  to  the  first  objection,  we  have  only 
to  quote  from  the  treaty  of  Ghent  itself.  In  the  re- 
cital of  the  fifth  article,  it  says:  “Whereas  neither 
that  point  of  the  highlands  lying  due  north  from  the 
source  ef  the  river  St.  Croix,  and  designated  in  the 
former  treaty  of  peace  as  the  northwestern  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  northwesternmost  head  of  the 
Connecticut,  has  yet  been  ascertained,  and  whereas 
that  part  of  the  boundary  between  the  dominions  of 
the  two  powers  which  extends  from  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix,  directly  north,  &c.  has  not  been  sur- 
veyed, it  is  agreed,  &c.  and  the  said  commissioners 
shall  have  power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the 
points  above  mentioned  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  said  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.” 

By  this  extract  from  the  treaty  itself,  it  is  at  once 
made  apparent,  that  so  far  from  the  treaty  of  1814 
showing  any  doubt  upon  the  practicability  of  find- 
jr,u-  pie  prescribed  boundary,  it  simply  recites  that 
whereas  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  has  not 
been  ascertained,  and  the  westerly  line  of  the  same 
province  has  not  yet  been  ascertained,  a commission 
shall  proceed  to  run  the  line  of  boundary  “in  con- 
formity” with  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  thus  admits 
in  the  clearest  and  fullest  terms,  that  up  to  1814, 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  “practicability  ol  run- 
ning the  line  in  “conformity  with  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783.” 


By  reference  to  the  former  portion  of  these  re- 
marks, defining  the  boundary  of  the  province  of 
Quebec  by  proclamation  in  1763,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  language  there  used  is  “the  high- 
lands which  divide  the  rivers  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  sea,”  while  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  term 
“Atlantic  ocean”  is  substituted  for  “the  sea.”  That 
the  two  terms  were  considered  synonymous,  no 
reasonable  person  can  for  a moment  question;  and 
yet  the  British  government  has  gravely  advanced  the 
argument,  that  “sea”  and  “Atlantic  ocean,”  do  not 
mean  one  and  the  same  thing;  and  that  while  the 
use  of  the  term  “sea”  would  undoubtedly  have  ren- 
dered the  whole  matter  clear  and  our  claim  indispu- 
table, the  substitution  of  the  term  “Atlantic  ocean,” 
not  only  cuts  us  off  from  what  has  heretofore  been 
acknowledged  to  be  the  “northwestern  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,”  but  renders  it  absolutely  impossible 
ever  to  run  the  line  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783! 
This  is  the  great— we  might  say,  the  only  argument 
on  which  they  place  any  reliance;  and  when  we 
claim  to  run  the  line  due  north  till  we  reach  the 
waters  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  they  say  “no, 
these  cannot  be  the  highlands  described  in  the  trea- 
ty, because  these  highlands  divide  the  waters  which 
empty  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  sea,  o-into  the  bay  of  Chalenr,  bay  of  Fun- 
dy,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  These  bays  are  a part 
of  the  sea,  but  constitute  no  part  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean — the  river  Si.  John  does  not  empty  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  but  into  the  sea,  alias,  the  bay  of 
Fundy.”  And  these  honest  statesmen  proceed  to 
say,  that  inasmuch  as  there  are  no  “highlands  which 
divide  the  rivers  which  empty  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,”  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  cannot  be  complied  with,  and  a 
conventional  line  must  be  adopted.  Their  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  found  on  the  highlands  we 
claim;  but  as  those  highlands  divide  the  rivers  which 
empty  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  sea,  and  not  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which  in 
their  language  does  not  include  the  bays  of  Fundy, 
Chaleurs  and  Miramichi,  although  the  term  sea 
does,  we  are  prohibited  from  running  to  the  said 
highlands.-  Now,  is  it  not  inconceivable — is  it  not 
disreputable — disgraceful  to  tbe  character  of  Eng- 
glish  diplomacy,  that  such  a contemptible  and  un- 
tenable quibble  should  be  resorted  to,  to  withhold 
from  us  that  which  is  ours  by  the  most  solemn  treaty 
stipulations? — Yet  such  is  the  fact;  and  every  one 
who  has  written  or  argued  on  this  subject,  is  free  to 
admit,  that  if  the  sea  and  Atlantic  ocean  mean  the 
same  thing,  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  jus- 
tice of  our  claim,  and  no  difficulty  in  running  the 
line  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783. 

But  unfortunately  for  the  character  of  English  di- 
plomacy, those  who  have  advanced  this  absurd  ar- 
gument, and  would  on  the  strength  of  it  rob  us  of 
more  than  ten  thousand  square  miles  of  territory, 
have  not  exercised  their  usual  caution,  or  exhibited 
good  memories  in  relation  to  the  past.  The  British 
commissioner,  under  the  treaty  of  1794,  when  ar- 
guing in  favor  of  Scaudiac  as  tbe  true  Si.  Croix, 
says:  “A  line  north  from  that  termination  upon  the 
map  will  not  intersect  any  of  the  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  sea  north  of  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Croix,  except  the  St.  John.”  Here  the  St.  John 
which  falls  into  the  bay  ot  Fundy,  is  designed  as  a 
river  emptying  into  the  sea;  and  yet  this  same  com- 
missioner, in  speaking  of  the  due  north  line  crossing 
the  St.  John,  describes  it  as  an  “Atlantic  river.” — 
But  it  may  be  said  this  is  an  act  of  an  individual 
only.  Let  us  examine  the  treaty  of  1783  itself:  In 
the  third  article  of  this  same  treaty,  in  regulating 
the  fisheries,  our  right  to  fish  “in  the  gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  and  all  other  places  in  the  sea,”  is  admit- 
ted. Here  then  a gulf  is  cansidered  a part  of  the 
sea,  as  is  a bay,  but  they  constitute  no  part  of  the 
ocean.  In  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty,  however,  we 
are  told  thatgul/is  a part  of  the  ocean!  viz:  “The 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source 
to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain,”  &c.  &c.  Does 
not  this  very  clearly  prove,  that  throughout  this 
treaty,  sea  and  ocean  were  considered  and  used  as 
synonymous?  Again,  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  “At- 
lantic ocean”  is  distinctly  and  emphatically  used  to 
include  all  gulfs  and  bays  and  inlets  of  every  de- 
scription. But  we  will  not  tire  our  readers  with  at- 
tempting further  to  rebut  an  assumption  resorted  to 
for  convenience  only,  and  found  to  be  untenable  by 
the  very  treaty  in  which  its  obvious  meaning  is  at- 
tempted to  be  distorted. 

The  very  great  length  to  which  these  remarks 
have  already  extended,  admonish  us  that  vve  should 
hasten  to  terminate  them  without  giving  that  criti- 
cal examition  to  many  parts  of  the  report  which  its 
importance  merits.  It  appears  on  the  face  of  it,  lhat 
the  commissioners  were  directed  as  soon  as  (he  sur- 
vey was  made  to  repair  to  London,  where  this  re- 


port was  doubtless  drawn  up  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  British  ministry. 

We  have  already  shewn  that  it  is  based  on  the 
assumption  (a  most  unwarrantable  one),  that  the 
first  great  object  in  order  to  arrive  at  a proper  un- 
derstanding on  the  subject,  is  to  discover  the  high- 
lands named  in  the  treaty  of  1783  instead  of  “ the 
northwestern  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.”  And  we  ac- 
cordingly find  that  the  great  purpose  of  the  survey 
and  the  report,  is  to  prove  that  the  highlands  of 
which  Mars  Hill  is  an  isolated  part,  are  in  facta 
continuous  chain  of  very  elevated  mountains  ex- 
tending from  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  to  the  head  wa- 
ters ot~  the  Connecticut,  and  the  identical  high- 
lands intended  to  be  described  in  the  treatyof  1783- 
That  there  is  a disconnected  chain  of  high  hills 
passing  in  the  direction  described  by  this  report, 
we  have  no  doubt;  and  so  far  as  the  great  question 
in  dispute  is  concerned,  we  are  perfectly  willing  to 
admit  that  it  is  the  highest  chains  of  mountains  in 
that  section  of  country,  and  perfectly  unbroken 
from  the  head  of  the  Connecticut  to  the  bay  of 
Chaleurs.  Such  however  is  not  the  fact.  But  if  it 
were,  under  what  pretext  could  this  chain  of  bills 
be  claimed  as  the  highlands  described  in  the  treaty 
of  1783?  In  the  first  place  they  are  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  south  of  the  ncrtlnvestangle  of  Nova 
Scotia;  viz:  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  “a  due 
north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  until  it 
strikes  the  first  bay,  river,  or  spring  emptying  into 
the  great  river  of  Canada;”  and  secondly,  this  line 
of  highlands  does  not,  according  to  the  words  of 
the  treaty,  “ divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themselves 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean.” 

These  two  important  facts  will  not  be  denied  by 
any  person;  and  the  manner  in  which  heretofore 
they  have  attempted  to  get  over  them  is,  by  the 
plea  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  run  the  line  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty  of  1783,  because  no  such  high- 
lands as  are  thus  described,  can  be  discovered. 
Mr.  Featherstonhaugii  however,  is  a less  scru- 
pulous agent  than  Great  Britain  has  ever  before 
been  able  to  secure.  He  has  no  reputation  to  lose; 
and  therefore,  to  gain  favor  with  his  new  masters, 
unhesitatingly  asserts,  that  the  highlands  of  which 
Mars  Hill  is  a part,  are  the  identical  highlands  de- 
scribed in  the  treaty!  One  who  in  the  face  of  truth, 
dares  to  hazard  such  a declaration,  does  not  merit 
either  courtesy  or  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
reviewer. 

But  we  have  said  that  the  highlands  in  question, 
are  not  one  continuous  chain,  although  it  would  be 
of  no  consequence  if  they  were.  From  the  map 
before  us,  which  is  “got  up”  to  sustain  (he  report 
we  are  reviewing,  we  perceive  that  Mars  Hill  is  (a 
fact  we  knew  before),  some  twenty  miles  distant 
from  any  other  elevated  piece  of  ground;  and  in- 
deed the  whole  clain  of  highlands  which  are  made 
to  assume  a very  formidable  appearance  on  the  map, 
are  merely  high  spurs  through  which  the  rivers  and 
streams  run  from  the  south,  or  what  the  commis- 
sioners would  call  the  American  side.  Thus  the 
east  branch  of  the  river  Restook  rises  acording  to 
this  map  fifteen  miles  south  of  these  highlands, 
runs  through  them  to  the  north  and  finally  empties 
into  the  St.  John  in  what  is  claimed  as  British  ter- 
ritory; although  in  its  course  it  passes  by  hills  1,660, 
918  and  740  feet  high!  These  however  are  mere 
peaks  ten  and  twenty  miles  distant  from  each  other; 
and  not  a chain  of  highlands,  as  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  this  water  runs  through  them  from  the 
south!  Then  again,  Lake  Seahawpen  lies  on  the 
south  of  this  imaginary  chain  of  highlands  but 
empties  its  waters  into  the  Restook  on  the  north, 
although  a spur  of  highlands  is  marked  as  8S0  feet 
high.  So  also  with  the  St.  Croix  of  this  region, 
the  Marascawgun  the  Unqualeus  and  a dozen  other 
streams;  they  all  rise  south  of  these  highlands  and 
run  through  them  to  the  north.  But  what  is  slill 
more  conclusive  as  to  the  fact  that  these  are  not, 
and  cannot  be  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
according  to  tbe  British  commissioners  own  shew- 
ing— the  Restook  river  as  laid  down  on  their  map, 
takes  its  rise  south  of  these  hills,  in  longitude  69° 
10'  and  passes  through  them  to  the  north;  then 
crosses  them  again  to  the  south  in  longitude  69°; 
then  runs  along  their  southern  base  to  longitude 
about  68°  10'  when  it  again  passes  through  them 
to  the  north  and  empties  itself  into  the  St.  John!! 

Here  then  we  have  a line  of  high  hills  claimed 
as  the  true  highlands  of  the  treaty  of  ’83,  when 
in  fact  it  is  one  hundred  miles  south  of  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  instead  of  “di- 
viding the  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the 
St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlan- 
tic”  it  divides  no  waters  whatever;  and  no  part  of 
the  waters  which  flow  from  them,  approach  nearer^ 
than  one  hundred  miles  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  They 
are  not  in  fact,  highlands  which  divide  any  rivers  or 
streams,  because  the  same  streams  cross  and  recross 
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them  repeatedly  from  north  to  south;  amt  in  short, 
they  have  not  a solitary  characteristic  of  the  high- 
lands described  in  the  treaty. 

VVe  will  now  proceed  to  shew  that  even  accord- 
ing to  this  report,  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  are 
easily  to  be  found.  The  commissioners  give  a pro- 
file of  the  elevation  of  the  country  on  the  due  north 
line  from  Mars  Hill  to  Beaver  river,  the  first  water 
due  north  from  the  St.  Croix  which  empties  itself 
into  the  St.  Lawrence.  By  this,  their  own  showing, 
it  appears  that  the  base  of  Mars  Hill  is  only  ISO 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean.  Where  the  line 
crosses  the  St.  John  the  elevation  is  300  feet  above 
tide  water,  and  at  the  head  of  Beaver  river,  the 
country  gradually  ascending,  the  elevation  is  400 
feet!  Here  then  we  have  a gradual  elevation  from 
tide  water  to  the  elevated  region  where  the  water 
falls  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  of  four  hundred 
feet;  and  although  in  this  extensive  district  of 
country  there  are  many  high  mountains,  there  is  no 
range  of  hills  changing  the  course  of  the  streams, 
until  you  strike  that  where  the  Beaver  river  flaw  s 
nortward.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
map  before  us  made  by  the  commissioners,  and 
Mitchel’s  map  which  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands, 
was  used  at  the  treaty  of  1783,  it  having  been  pub- 
lished under  the  direction  of  the  lords  of  planta- 
tions are  in  all  essential  particulars  alike,  except 
that  the  highlands  laid  down  on  Mitchel’s  map  are 
for  their  own  purposes  erased  by  the  British  com- 
missioners, and  their  newly  claimed  highlands  sub- 
stituted! And  yet  while  Mitchel’s  highland  are 
erased  the  course  of  the  streams  is  unaltered.  That 
is,  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh’s  new  map  shows  a 
much  smaller  range  of  highlands  where  we  claim 
the  true  highlands  to  be;  but  at  the  same  time  he  is 
compelled  to  show  that  all  the  water  flowing  from 
this  range,  falls  either  into  the  SI.  Lawrence  or  the 
Allantic  ocean,  though  he  does  not  admit  that  the 
bays  are  a part  of  the  ocean.  Another  curious 
fact  is,  that  every  stream  in  the  disputed  territory, 
numerous  as  they  are,  with  the  solitary  exception 
of  the  head  of  the  Quothwumkedgnic  river,  empties 
into  the  St.  John  and  thence  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  while  not  one  foot  of  territory  is  claimed  by 
us,  the  waters  from  which  fall  into  the  bay  of 
Chaleurs. 

Having  followed  the  due  north  line  as  surveyed 
by  the  commissioners  in  1S19,  till  it  strikes  the 
Beaver  river,  which  empties  itself  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence, to  which  it  is  admitted  the  country  gradually 
ascends  till  it  obtains  an  elevation  of  four  hundred. 
feet.^and  which  is  the  true  “north  west  angle  of 
Nova'  8cotia,”  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  follow 
this  elevated  ridge  of  mountains,  highlands,  or  table 
land  if  you  please — we  care  not  what  it  is  called — 
until  you  reach  “the  north  westernmost  head  of 
Connecticut  river.”  But,  say  these  commissioners, 
“some  of  the  streams  which  fall  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence from  this  elevated  ridge,  ri.v  to  the  eastward 
of  others  which  run  east  and  fall  into  the  St.  John.” 
Nothing  more  probable  or  natural;  but  this  creates 
no  difficulty.  The  words  of  the  treaty  do  not  call 
for  a straight  line;  but  as  it  is  admitted  that  there  is 
a dividing  ridge  which  does  separate  the  streams 
flowing  west  from  those  flowing  cast — we  care  not 
how  crooked  it  runs  or  whether  its  elevation  be  four 
hundred  or  four  thousand  feet — all  that  is  necessa- 
ry, is  to  follow  that  ridge  and  pass  round  the  heads 
of  the  streams  flowing  from  it  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  . There  is,  in  our  opinion, 
no  difficulty  whatever,  in  running  the  line  accord- 
ing to  the  treaty  but  the  grasping  disposition  of 
England;  and  she  should  be  informed  at  once,  that 
uo  contingency  can  ever  arise  which  will  induce  the 
United  States  to  surrender  its  just  claims  to  this  ter- 
ritory. It  is  of  hut  little  value;  but  it  has  become  a 
point  of  national  honor  to  resist  this  attempt  to  rob 
ns  of  what  is  clearly  ours  by  treaty;  and  never  will 
i foot  of  it  be  yielded  except  to  a hostile  force  which 
We  cannot  resist. 

If  facts  and  documents  prove  any  thing,  thpy 
clearly  demonstrate  that  there  is  but  one  ridge  of 
hills  or  “highlands  which  divide  the  waters  emptying 
themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  but  one  point  where  a 
due  north  line  from  the  moment  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  St.  Croix,  can  strike  the  first  bay,  river  or 
spring,  the  waters  of  which  flow  into  the  St.  Law- 
ence.  By  their  own  shewing,  this  last  point,  “the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia-,”  is  at  an  elevation 
of  four  hundred  feet  above  the  sea;  and  by  thpirown 
shewing  too,  this  same  elevation  or  highland,  con- 
tinues in  a southwestvvardly  course,  and  the  waters 
from  its  summit,  flow  both  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  bay  of  Fundy  (Atlantic  ocean).  Now  this 
being  the  case,  where  is  then  even  the  appearance 
of  justice  or  common  fairness,  in  arguing  that  a line 
of  hills  100  miles  south  of  the  north  west  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  from  which  not  one  drop  of  water 
ever  finds  its  way  to  within  one  hundred  miles  of 


the  St.  Lawrence — what  propriety,  is  there  we  ask, 
in  claiming  these,  as  the  hills  or  highlands  of  the 
treaty  of  1783?  The  very  urging  of  such  a plea  is 
insulting  to  our  country;  as  is  the  attempt  fraudu- 
lently to  withhold  from  us  that  which  is  manifestly 
ours  by  treaty,  disreputable  to  the  character  of  Eng- 
lish diplomacy,  and  fraught  with  danger  to  the  fu- 
ture peace  of  the  two  countries. 

We  regret  that  our  space  will  not  permit  us  to 
refer  to  other  parts  of  this  weak,  one  sided,  and  we 
had  almost  said,  insulting  report.  We  cannot  but 
express  our  astonishment  that  the  English  ministry 
did  not  refuse  to  receive  it  until  altered  in  those 
parts  where  it  charges  upon  the  American  commis- 
sioners and  surveyors  frauds  and  deception.  But 
we  have  no  time  to  go  into  details;  nor  is  the  late 
“U.  S.  geologist”  worthy  of  any  especial  notice. — 
His  object  has  been  accomplished  by  being  employ- 
ed; let  those  who  employed  such  a renegade,  be 
answerable  for  the  consequences. 

Under  act  14  Geo.  iii,  1774,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  province  of  Quebec 
over  the  northern  part  of  Massachusetts  and  Nova 
Scotia.  This,  however,  was  confined  to  the  statute, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  remonslfance  of  the  pro- 
vince, the  attempt  was  abandoned.  Yet  in  the  re- 
port before  us,  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  repeated- 
ly refers  to  the  act  of  1774,  and  points  triumphantly 
to  it  in  support  of  his  position.  Here  again  he 
shews  his  impudence  and  ignorance — an  ignorance 
which  the  British  ministry  have  fully  endorsed;  but 
fortunately  for  the  United  States,  the  debate  in  par- 
liament on  the  treaty  of  1783  being  submitted  to  the 
lords  and  commons,  is  conclusive  both  as  to  that  act 
and  the  whole  question  of  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary. 

On  the  25th  page  of  the  British  commissioners’ 
report,  we  find  the  following: 

“On  a review  of  the  preceding  pages,  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  have  shown  * * * * 

“4th.  That  the  boundary  description  contained  in 
the  commission  of  governor  Wilmot  and  other  go- 
vernors; in  the  Quebec  act  of  1774;  in  the  resolutions 
of  congress  in  the  senate  journals;  in  the  royal  pro- 
clamation of  1783;  and  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  are 

AI.L  I DENTICAL  WITH  EACH  OTHER.” 

We  have  already  shown  how  utterly  at  variance 
with  the  truth,  is  this  solemn  declaration;  we  now 
propose  to  place  the  reader  in  possession  of  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  that  not  only  is  this  de- 
claration false,  but  that  the  full  extent  of  the  terri- 
tory ceded  to  us,  was  well  understood  by  England  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  that  the  ministry 
of  that  period,  admitted  at  the  time,  that  they  hadgiven 
us  every  foot  of  territory  which  we  now  claim. 

After  signing  the  preliminaries  of  peace  in  1783, 
a map  of  the  country — Mitchell’s,  the  same  which 
had  been  used  at  the  treaty,  and  which  was  an  offi- 
cial map  issued  under  the  direction  of  the  lords  of 
plantations — was  published  in  London  for  the  infor- 
mation of  parliament  and  all  concerned.  That  map 
we  have  heretofore  published  on  two  different  occa- 
sions; and  that  map  it  is  admitted  by  all  parties, 
gives  us  precisely  the  line  of  boundary  we  claim. 

On  the  17th  January,  1783,  the  British  ministers 
laid  before  parliament  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
with  the  United  States;  and  on  the  17th  of  the  fol- 
lowing month,  February,  the  whole  subject  was  ful- 
ly discussed  in  both  the  lords  and  commons.  In  that 
discussion  reference  was  had  to  Mitchell’s  map,  which 
was  widely  circulated,  and  which  was  admitted  to 
be  the  one  used  by  the  commissioners  at  Paris.  In 
the  lords  an  address  of  thanks  was  moved  to  the  king, 
which  |pd  to  an  animated  discussion,  from  which 
we  propose  now  to  quote,  merely  premising  that  our 
government,  and  all  interested  in  this  question  may 
find  these  debates  in  the  XXIII  volume  of  “ Han- 
sard's Parliamentary  History”  published  in  London, 
1814. 

The  earl  of  Carlisle.  “We  withdraw  our  fleets 
and  our  armies.  We  keep  no  possessions  ever  claim- 
ed by  the  thirteen  provinces.  Their  independence 
is  perfect.” 

Viscount  Townshend  “severely  censured  the  boun- 
daries as  described  in  the  preliminary  articles,  and 
imagined,  that  as  the  Americans  had  taken  such  care 
to  secure  what  they  had  negotiated  tor,  they  would 
in  the  end  take  all  Canada  into  their  hands.  They 
had  evidently  been  too  cunning  for  ns  in  their  nego- 
tiation. Why  could  not  some  man  from  Canada,  a 
respectable  Canadian  merchant  have  been  thought 
of  for  the  business  which  iMr.  Osward  had  been  sent 
to  negotiate.  He  either  did  not  know  or  appeared 
ignorant  how  the  country  lay,  which  he  had  been 
granting  away.” 

The  earl  of  Shelburne.  “Mr.  Oswald  was  ap- 
pointed because  he  was  inflexibly  upright;  had  long 
and  extensively  been  engaged  in  commerce,  and  was 
well  versed  in  the  local  knowledge  of  America.” 

Lord  Loughborough.  “Under  the  color  of  as- 
certaining a boundary,  the  coasts  likewise,  are  ex- 


tended to  twice  their  ancient  limit*;  and  with  so  little 
attention  that  part  of  the  land  of  Nova  Scotia  is  with- 
in the  line  of  the  American  coast.” 

In  llie  commons  same  day. 

Lord  North.  “In  this  provincial  treaty  I find 
articles  that  are  a positive  contradiction  to  that  reci- 
procity set  torth  in  the  preamble.  I have  examined 
the  treaty  with  the  most  minute  attention,  and  as  tar 
as  my  little  knowledge  of  geography  will  permit  me 
to  say,  I have  found,  if  the  expression  may  be  allow- 
ed, that  the  ‘reciprocity’  is  ali  on  one  side.  The  boun- 
daries which  have  been  drawn  are  not  only  new  in 
their  nature,  but  extremely  generous  in  their  princi- 
ple. By  these  boundaries  we  have  given  Ameri- 
ca in  Nova  Scotia  a tract  of  country  so  exten- 
sive that  it  comprehends  twenty-four  Indian  nations. 
Why  was  not  the  boundary  which  was  to  be  found  in 
our  statute  book  on  the  table,  as  settled  in  1774, 
thought  as  proper  as  that  which  is  now  established 
with  regard  to  Canada?  By  this  the  Americans 
would  have  been  kept  at  such  a distance  as  might 
not  have  tempted  them  to  break  that  permanency  of 
friendship  which  I believe  every  one  conceives  to  be 
necessary  to  encourage.” 

The  lord  advocate,  (Dundas).  “He  recounted, 
why  the  Quebec  line  was  not  adopted,  and  argued  that 
the  boundary  prescribed  by  the  article  o(  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  was  that  least  likely  to  create  future  un- 
easiness.” 

Governor  Johnson  “was  very  severe  in  his  stric- 
tures on  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  which 
he  said  appeared  to  him  to  be  not  only  ignorantly 
drawn,  but  to  give  away  lands,  forts  and  fisheries, 
which  the  crown  had  no  legal  power  to  cede.  He 
pointed  out  the  ignorance  of  those  who  drew  up  the  se- 
cond article. 

Sir  Adam  Ferguson  declared  himself  ready  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  opinion,  that  the  act  of  last  session  gave 
the  crown  the  power  in  question,  but  he  neverthe- 
less thought  his  majesty  had  exceeded  the  act,  and 
had  gone  farther  than  he  had  any  legal  or  constitu- 
tional authority  to  go.  What  lie  meant  was  the 
cession  to  the  United  Slates  of  America,  of  a great 
part  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  of  Nova  Scotia.  He 
knew  of  no  authority  whatever  that  the  crown  was 
invested  with,  (o  make  that  cession.  The  Quebec 
act,  the  oniy  statute  in  being  that  fixed  the  bounda- 
ries ol  Canada,  stated  that  those  boundaries  should 
continue  to  be  the  limits  of  Canada,  as  long  as  the 
crown  slioiihl  think  proper.  He  thought  something 
necessary  to  cure  the  evil,  and  to  prevent  future 
doubt  and  uncertainty,  which  might  occasion  much 
mischief. 

Mr.  Eden  said  a few  words  in  concurrence  with 
Mr.  Solicitor  General’s  opinion  as  to  the  matter  re- 
ferred toby  the  hon.  baronet,  not  being  then  under 
consideration;  he  remarked,  at  the  same  time,  that 
there  was  great  force  in  what  had  fallen  from  hon.  ba- 
ronet. It  was  that  very  point,  he  said  the  cession  of 
18,000  square  miles  of  country  to  the  U.  Stales,  that  had 
struck  Inin,  when  he  first  saw  the  provisional  treaty, 
and  had  impelled  him  to  raise,  as  soon  as  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  were  read,  and  mention  the  circumstance 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Secretary  Townshend.  He  next  adverted 
to  the  boundaries,  the  extensiveness  of  which  he  de- 
fended on  arguments  of  general  policy  and  particu- 
lar necessity.  By  the  different  charters  he  showed 
that  the  different  provinces  had  various  degrees  of  ex- 
tent towards  the  northward;  and  as  to  tile  line  drawn 
by  the  statute  book  for  Canada  (in’  1774)  to  which 
the  noble  lord  had  alluded,  a very  little  reflection 
surely  would  suffice  to  convince  every  gentleman 
that  the  attempting  to  enforce  that  line  would  have  ir- 
ritated America  and  revived  that  spirit  of  resentment 
which  it  was  now  our  business  to  quiet.  The  statute 
in  question  was  the  Quebec  act,  passed  in  1774 — 
an  act  by  no  mccfns  relished  in  America:  instead, 
therefore,  of  reverting  to  that  line,  or  the  line  de- 
scribed by  proclamation,  it  had  been  thought  better  to 
fix  a new  boundary,  fair,  just  and  liberal,  and 
such  us  the  Americans  opposed.” 

The  act  ot  1774 — passed  when  Massachusetts  was 
in  a partial  state  of  rebellion,  and  the  objectof  which 
was  to  take  from  her  the  very  country  now  in  dis- 
pute— the  report  alleges,  was  countenanced  and  re- 
cognised by  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  that  the  boun- 
daries fixed  by  that  act  and  the  treaty  of  ’83,  “are 
identical!”  v 

We  ask  the  reader  to  compare  this  grave  though 
untrue  declaration  of  this  very  important  report — 
important  notwithstanding  its  wilful  misrepresenta- 
tion, because  adopted  by  the  British  ministry — com- 
pare t his  we  say  with  the  debates  in  parliament  on 
this  identical  article  in  the  treaty! 

This  debate  settles  the  whole  controversy.  It 
leaves  nothing  lo  bo  discussed;  and  we  trust  the  day 
is  not  far  distant,  when  we  shall  have  an  administra- 
tion of  sufficient  intelligence  to  known  that  there  is 
on  record  so  important  and  conclusive  a debate  on 
this  plain  and  simple  question. 
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John  Q.  Adams,  ex-president,  went  passenger  in  the 
Arcadia  steamer  from  Boston  for  Ilalilax. 

Africans.  The  36  Africans  of  ihe  Amistad  are  now 
at  Westville,  near  New  Haven,  where  they  enjoy  the 
open  air,  in  perfect  health.  They  have  learned  to  speak 
our  language,  some  have  commenced  writing  and  read 
the  New  Testament.  Their  affections  are  warm  and 
lively,  particularly  towards  Africa,  to  which  they  long 
to  return. 

An  avalanche  on  the  1st  inst.  precipitated  the  alu- 
vial  deposite  between  Conti  and  St.  Louis  streets,  New 
Orleans,  with  the  part  of  the  old  levee.  There  is  now 
six  fathom  of  water  on  the  spot. 

Amerian  manufactures  are  beginning  to  move  with 
rather  improving  prices,  particularly  in  wollen  goodst 
of  which  as  well  as  cotton  goods,  our  factories  have 
new  and  extensive  assortments.  [. Bicknell’s  Rp. 

Acqueduct  blown  up.  The  acqueduct  of  the  Wel- 
land canal,  which  crosses  Chippewa  creek,  was  blown 
up,  early  on  the  1st  instant,  with  a terrible  explosion, 
while  two  schooners  were  in  it;  one  ot  which  settled 
down  in  the  chasm  made  by  the  explosion,  the  other  fell 
over  on  her  beams  end.  The  navigation  is^of  course  stop- 
ped, until  the  damages  can  be  repaired.  There  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  was  the  work  of  Lset,  who 
recently  made  his  escape. 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pa.  The  N.  York  Journal  of 
Commerce  says,  that  at  the  July  term  of  the  district 
court  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  fourteen 
judgments  were  entered  against  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  on  bills  and  post  notes  protested  for  non-pay- 
ment in  specie.  The  court,  on  that  occasion,  decided 
that  the  bank  was  bound  to  pay  12  per  cent,  interest  on 
its  dishonored  bills,  according  to  its  charter,  and  not  6 
percent,  according  to  the  act  legalizing  suspension  — 
Upon  these  fourteen  judgments,  the  bank  has  taken  out 
writs  of  error,  and  given  in  each  case  security  to  double 
the  amount,  as  follows: 

On  four  of  the  suits  amounting  to  $92,000,  Richard 
Alsop  and  Richard  Price  are  bail  in  error— and  on  the 
eleven  others,  amounting  to  $1,765,000,  Richard  Alsop, 
Richard  Price  and  John  A.  Brown  are  the  bail  in  error. 

BRrnsE  burnt.  The  rail  road  bridge  over  the  North 
Anna  river,  Va.  was  burnt  on  the  night  of  the  7th 
instant. 


Canibals  in  Texas.  A late  number  of  the  Austin 
Gazette  says — “A  few  days  ago  a Commanciitee  was 
killed  on  the  Brushy  by  some  Tonkahau  Indians — his 
hands  and  arms,  and  thick  part  of  las  thighs  were  cut 
off  and  carried  home  a feast  to  their  women  and 
children.  The  Tonkahaus  makes  no  secret  of  their 
partiality  for  human  flesh,  and  state  that  all  the  native 
Indians  in  Texas  eat  their  enemies  when  they  can  catch 
them.’-  (Questionable.) 

Chandelier.  The  Transcript  says— “That  the  great 
chandelier,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  H.  N.  Hooper  & 
Co.  of  this  city,  by  order  of  the  last  congress,  for  the 
hull  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  Washington,  is 
completed.  This  beautiful  specimen  of  Yankee  skill 
and  ingenuity,  is  one  of  the  largest  chandeliers  ever 
made  in  this  country,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
manufacturers.” 

It  was  to  be.  exhibited  during  the  Bunker  Hill  cele- 
bration. 

Christianity  “We  live  in  the  midst  of  blessings, 
till  we  are  utterly  insensible  of  their  greatness,  and  ot 
the  sorrows  from  whence  they  flow.  We  speak  of  our 
civilization,  our  arts,  our  freedom,  our  laws,  and  forget 
entirely  how  large  a share  ot  all  this  is  due  to  Christia- 
nity. Blot  Christianity  out  of,  the  pages  of  man’s  his- 
tory. and  what  would  his  laws  have  been — what  his 
civilization?  Christianity  is  mixed  up  with  our  very 
being  and  our  daily  life;  there  is  not  a familiar  object 
around  us,  which  does  not  wear  a different  aspect,  be- 
cause the  light  of  Christian  hope  is  on  it — not  a law 
which  does  not  owe  its  truth  and  gentleness  to  Christi- 
allHy— not  to  a custom  which  cannot  be  traced  in  its 
holy,  healthful  parts,  to  the  gospel.’’ 

[Judge  sir  Allen  Park. 

Cotton.  At  New  York,  maintains  the  last  quotations. 

At  Baltimore,  sales  300  bales  upland  at  11. 

At  Saoannah,  a bale  of  new  upland  arrived  on  the 
27:h  ult.  and  sold  at  1 1— fair  qualities  experience  a de- 
cline of  ?e.;  other  qualities  maintain  their  prices. 

At.  Charleston,  S.  C.  on  the  5th  inst.  746  bags  upland 
at  7al0  cts.  per  lb. 

The  exports  of  cotton  from  Charleston  from  October 
1,  1839,  to  August  23,  1340,  have  been: 

Sea  Island,  Bales,  19,633 

Upland,  231,206 

Asrainst  last  season: 

Sea  Island,  Bales,  10,485 

Upland,  199,879 

The.  stock  on  hand,  August  23,  was 
Sea  Island,  Bales,  350 

Upland,  2,412 

Against  last  season: 

Sea  Island,  Bales,  1-464 

Upland,  3,511 


Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  New  York  200. 

In  Baltimore,  21  under  one  year,  7 from  1 to  2 
years,  6 from  2 to  21  and  21  over  21  years,  total  53,  of 
which  6 were  free  colored  and  2 were  slaves. 

In  St.  Louis,  Mo.  from  August  21  to  Aug.  27,  30. 


Do,  1339; 
Do.  1840, 
At  Baltimore. 
1,305  half  hbls. 


Education  statistics.  In  a single  ward  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  the  returns  of  the  present  census  com- 
prise no  less  than  991  white  persons,  over  20  years  of 
age,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write. 

Emigrants  arrived  at  Quebec  this  year  to  29th  ult. 
20,599.  Last  year  to  same  date,  6,634. 

Exchanges,  at  New  York,  on  London  6j;  on  France 
5 f.  30;  on  Philadelphia  3§;  on  Baltimore  2j;  Wash- 
ington 2j;  Richmond,  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  3j;  Ra- 
leigh 4;  Charleston,  South  Carolina  2a2|;  Augusta  7a8; 
Macon  12al3;  Columbus  8;  Mobile  5|;  New  Orleans 
4g;  St.  Louis  7;  Cincinnati  6;  Michigan  9. 

The  Augusta  (Ga.)  Chronicle  states  that  exchange  on 
Philadelphia  is  offered  by  some  of  the  banks  of  that  city 
at  2 per  cent. 

Flour.  At  New  York  sales  have  been  effected  at 
6 12i.  q-]le  ship  Roscoe  sailed  on  the  7ih  for  Liver- 
pool with  4,300  bids. 

Export  of  1837,  from  New  York,  63,951  bbls. 

Do.  1833,  do.  do.  75,923  “ 

do.  do.  177.581  “ 

do.  do.  already  410,350  “ 

Inspections  of  the  week  12,687  hbls. 
Several  thousand  barrels  good  com- 
mon brands  have  been  sold  for  exportation  at  $5  12| — 
receiving  prices  $5;  selling  prices  $5  12i  to  5 37|  for 
extra. 

At  Richmond  sales  at  $5  25. 

At  Charleston,  S.  C.  1,000  barrels  Virginia  sold  at  $6 
a6j. 

Capt.  John  Fowler,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  a sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  and  for  many  years  a member  of 
congress,  died  on  the  22 d ult.  at  the  advanced  ago  of 
eighty-five.  His  remains  were  followed  to  the  tomb  on 
tiie  Sunday  foirowing,  by  the  military,  firemen  and  ci- 
tizens generally. 

Gen.  PIinds.  This  venerable  citizen  and  old  patriot 
departed  this  life  on  the  22d  ult.  at  his  residence,  in 
Jefferson  county,  Mississippi.  The  immediate  cause  of 
his  death  was  the  rupture  of  a blood  vessel.  The 
Natchez  Courier  remarks,  “general  Hinds  was  with  ge- 
neral Jackson  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans;  and  during 
the  whole  of  the  last  war,  rendered  his  country  much 
valuable  service.’’ 

The  Jews.  Very  interesting  meetings  have  been 
held  in  several  of  the  cities  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Damascus  persecution.  At  the  meettng  in  Char- 
leston, South  Carolina,  the  mayor  presided  and  bishop 
England  and  several  other  clergyman  addressed  them. 

Similar  meetings  have  been  held  at  Kingston,  Ja- 
maica. 

The  lion  and  lioness,  sent  as  a present  by  the  em" 
peror  of  Morocco,  to  president  Van  Buren,  were  sold 
at  auction  in  Philadelphia,  the  other  day  to  Mr.  Robert 
Davis,  for  $375.  The  freight  for  bringing  those  animals 
was  $650. 

H.  J.  Levis,  late  president  of  the  Schuylkill  bank, 
reached  Philadelphia,  from  Europe  on  the  5th  inst. 

Guilderland,  N.  Y.  which  had  in  1835  a popula- 
tion of  3,803,  has  now  3,751 — diminution  52. 

Longf.vity.  One  of  the  deputy  marshals  employed 
in  taking  the  census  in  New  York,  reports  a lady  in 
Duane  street  whose  age  is  112  years  and  5 months. 

House  moving.  The  Boston  papers  mention  that 
the  “head  Mansion  house,’’  located  on  the  corner  of 
Tremont  and  Boyleston  streets,  in  that  city,  has  been 
removed,  with  its  two  stacks  of  chimneys,  &c.  all 
standing,  to  another  site,  distant  nearly  half  a mile. 
The  change  of  position  was  accomplished  in  safety, 
and  without  accident. 

Norfolk,  Va.  The  population  of  the  borough  of 
Norfolk,  according  to  the  census  just  taken,  is  made 
up  as  follows: 

White  males,  2,732;  do.  females,  3,213;  colored  free 
males,  407;  do.  do.  females,  582;  male  slaves,  1,446; 
female  do.  2,143 — total  10,573. 


realizing  as  it  were  the  most  fanciful  and  brilliant 
dreams  of  mythology,  that  the  lion  has  in  truth  be- 
come a “Zion.’’  While  all  the  dandies  of  Paris  are  so 
frenzed  with  the  marvellous  exhibitions  at  Franconi’s, 
got  up  by  lion  tamers,  that  they  have  as  near  as  possi- 
ble in  the  arrangement  of  their  hair,  adopted  the  shag- 
gy mane  of  the  animal.  This  is  the  one  grant  point  of 
uniformity  in  which  they  all  agree.  Another  appears 
to  be  an  aping  of  English  talk  and  sports;  and  as  if  a 
profound  knowledge  of  John  Bull  was  thereby  indicat- 
ed, they  chew,  smoke,  drink  and  bet  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter;  at  the  same  time  talking  most  learnedly  and 
sailor-like  of  English  yachts,  which  they  have  not  the 
most  distant  idea  of,  and  of  blood  hounds  and  blood 
horses. 

Potoi.iac  aqueduct.  The  dam  of  the  last  pier  of 
the  aqueduct  has  been  pumped  out,  and  the  laborers 
are  now  busily  engaged  in'  excavating  the  mud.  It  is 
probable  therefore,  that  the  erection  ot  the  pier  from  the 
rocky  bed  of  the  river  will  he  commenced  by  the  ma- 
sons next  week.  [Alex.  Guz. 

Rice.  The  exports  of  rice  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  from 
Oct.  1,  1839,  to  Aug.  2S,  1840,  was  96,604 

Last  year,  97,891 

The  stock  on  hand,  Aug.  28,  was  bbls.  556 
Last  season  237 

■ Rail  roads.  The  estimated  cost  of  construction  of 
the  contemplated  rail  road  between  Hew  York  and 
Albany,  by  the  most  direct  route  of  14S  miles  is 
$2,377,946.  Including  the  damages,  depots,  engines, 
&c.  the  aggregate  will  be  about  @4,000,00"0. 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  states  that  the  rail 
roads  from  Boston  to  Albany,  with  their  buildings  and 
engines,  &c.  will  not  cost  far  from  $7,000,000. 

Steamers.  The  Acadia  left  Boston  on  the  1st  inst.  with 
52  passengers,  eighteen  of  them  for  England.  She  re- 
fuses freight;  5,333  letters,  and  4,536  Canada  newspa- 
pers went  out  in  her  from  Halifax. 

Steamboats.  The  Pocahontas,  capt.  McCord,  on 
her  passage  from  Council  Bluff  to  New  Orleans  a few 
days  since,  struck  a snag  near  the  Big  Platte,  which 
tore  off  her  bottoms  and  she  sunk  immediately  in  deep 
water.  She  was  insured  partly  in  New  Orleans  and 
partly  at  the  St.  Louis  and  Missouri  offices.  The  Co- 
rinthian, says  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  on  the  24th  ult. 
struck  a snag  and  sank  in  about  5 feet  water.  The 
engine  and  furniture  will  be  saved,  but  the  boat  is  a 
total  loss.  Insured  for  $10,000.  The  steamboat  Pike, 
carrying  the  mail  between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville, 
struck  a rock  about  fifty  miles  below  the  former  city  on 
the  2nd  inst.  and  sunk  to  her  guards. 

Slavers.  The  schooner  Courtney,  the  very  sister 
of  the  Kathleen,  has  been  seized,  condemned  and  sold 

at  Siorro  Leone. 

Slavers  cap'jired.  While  the  ship  Asia,  from  Can- 
ton, was  at  St.  Plelena,  the  British  brig  of  war  Brisk 
arrived  there  with  three  Portuguese  vessels,  as  prizes, 
taken  on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  May  last,  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade.  They  were  ordered  by  the  vice  admi- 
ralty court  at  St.  Helena,  to  be  broken  up  and  sold. 

Stocks.  1,000  shares  U.  S.  Bank  sold  on  the  1st 
inst.  at  New  York,  at.  64  a 65,  and  10,000  Indiana  fives 
at  72 1.  On  the  7th,  625  shares  U.  S.  hank  sold  at  61J 
and  62. 

Tobacco. — The  activity  in  sales  in  Baltimore  still 
continues,  and  all  the  Maryland  that  comes  to  market 
quickly  find  purchasers  at  4 a 5 for  inferior  and  com- 
mon, 5 a 7 for  good  and  8 to  13  for  fine.  Ohio  tobacco 
is  also  in  demand — sales  of  200  hhds.  principally  at  5 a 
8,  choice  quality  at  10;  inferior  4 a 4 50;  inspections  of 
the  week  1,125  hhds.  Maryland,  88  Ohio. 

The  horn  worm  is  injuring  the  crop  in  Maryland. 

Temperance  reform.  A striking  fact.  According 
to  the  late  report  of  the  warden  of  the  state  prison  in 
Connecticut,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  is  1 69. — 
Of  these  one  hundred  and  eight  had  been  intemperate 
— and  seventy-eight  had  been  rum  sellers! 


New  Scotland,  N.  Y.  had  in  1535,  3,030  inhabi- 
tants. It  has  now  2,912 — diminution  118. 

Philadelphia  banks.  Bicknell’s  Reporter  says: 
“We  learn  that  a meeting  of  the  bank  officers  of  Phila- 
delphia was  held  on  Friday  evening  last  with  reference 
to  measures  calculated  to  facilitate  a general  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments.  An  exhibit  was  made  by  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  feeling  manifested 
was  friendly  and  conciliatory.  No  definite  action.’’ 

Passengers.  The  number  of  passengers  who  have 
arrived  at  New  York  from  foreign  countries  from  the 
1st  of  January  last  to  the  1st  inst.  is  43,492;  being  340 
more  than  arrived  during  the  whole  of  last  year,  and 
nearly  double  the  number  that  arrived  during  the 
whole  of  1838. 

Parisian  lions.  The  paper  called  “La  Mode,’’ 
give3  an  amusing  account  of  the  different  kinds  of 
exquisites,  or  lions,  'that  now  perambulate  the  Boule- 
vard? of  the  French  capitol,  and  sip  their  ices  in  front 
of  Tortoni’s.  It  appears  that  our  Yankee  exquisites  this 
side  , the  water,  we  should  judge,  havexnot  been  let 
into  the  secret  of  the  shaggy  locks  which  they  have 
adopted,  and  the  origin  of  which  they  are  ignorant  of. 
Now,  it  so  happens,  that  our  daring  young  country- 
men, Van  Amhurg  and  Carter,  the  “Turn  tamers,’’  have 
so  exalted  by  their  noble  courage  and  exploits  the  al- 
ready illustrious  and  ever  ennobled  king  of  the  forests, 


Transportation  rates  established  by  the  Baltimore 
and  Pittsburg  line.  On  dry  goods,  109  pounds,  $1  25; 
groceries  do.  1 00;  coffee  do.  90  cents.  ’ 

Western  rivers.  The  Mississippi.  For  some  weeks 
back,  says  the  Warsaw  World,  we  have  had  heavy 
thunder  showers  with  torrents  of  rain,  and  on  Friday 
last  the  Mississippi  began  to  swell,  and  so  rapid  was 
the  rise  that  on  Sunday  evening  it  had  risen  over  six 
feet.  This  is  a most  extraordinary  rise.  The  river, 
however,  soon  began  to  fall  again,  and  will,  probably, 
before  long  regain  its  previous  low  state. 

Watermelon  extra.  Elisha  Stone,  of  Stafford 
county,  exhibited  in  Fredericksburg  a watermelon  rais- 
ed by  himself,  which  weighed  seventy-one  pounds,  di- 
mension round  the  middle  3 feet  6j  inches,  and  round, 
in  lengthwise  position  4 feet  7 inches. 

Wheat.  At  New  York  5 000  bushels  Genesee 
brought  $1  15  for  exportation  on  the ‘2d  inst.  On  the 
7th  $10,000  bushels  western  sold  at  $1  03  a $1  10  for 
export. 

Tiie  New  York  Express  gives  the  following  state- 
ment of  grain  exported  from  that  port: 


Wheut. 

Corn. 

Exports 

of  1837, 

17,741 

48,159 

Do. 

1833, 

2,330  . 

20,740 

Do. 

1839, 

6,187 

31,524 

Do. 

1310,  already 

120,433 

132,653 
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Later  and  important  intelligence  from  Europe. 
After  our  pages  were  made  up  and  ready  for  press,  the 
mail  from  New  York  brought  information  ot  the  arri- 
val of  the  British  Queen  steamer,  at  12  o’clock  at  night, 
of  the  16th — having  left  Portsmouth  at  5,  P.  M.  of  the 
Istinst. — bringing  London  papers  of  that  morning. 

The  aspect  of  affairs  look  decidedly  more  belligerent. 
An  extraordinary  express  reached  Loudon,  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  inst.  from  Paris,  announcing  that  Mebe- 
met  Ali  had  positively  refused  to  comply  with  the  qua- 
druple treaty,  and  was  actively  preparing  to  repel  force 
by  force.  By  an  order  of  the  viceroy,  all  the  laborers 
in  the  manufactories  are  embodied  into  the  national 
guard,  and  are  exercised  twice  a day — 10  pieces  of 
artillery  were  embarked  at  Boulak,  with  a large  con- 
voy for  Alexandria.  An  energetic  proclamation  was 
issued  by  the  viceroy,  well  calculated  to  arouse  the 
fanaticism  of  the  populace,  and  the  tone  amongst  the 
Arabs  was,  that  the  Christians  were  attempting  to  sub- 
jugate the  Mahometans. 

Meantime  the  Austrian  fleet  left  Smyrna,  on  the  8th, 
for  Alexandria,  to  be  present  at  the  notification  of  the 
treaty  to  the  pasha.  Admiral  Stafford  goes  there  for 
the  same  purpose.  Admiral  La  Susse  has  command 
of  the  the  French  fleet  till  Hugon  arrived. 

Add  to  tuis  that  all  letters  from  Poland  announce 
great  movements  of  Russian  troops,  not  only  from  Po- 
land itself,  but  from  all  the  neighboring  provinces,  by 
forced  marches  to  the  south,  ft  is  asserted  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  Russian  force  are  already  concentrated  on 
the  coast  of  the  Black  sea,  or  on  their  inarch  there.  • In 
short,  animated  preparations  are  going  on  in  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa.  An  ordinance  of  the  Fiench  go- 
vernment authorises  seventy-six  millions  of  extraordi- 
nary notes  of  credit  in  consequence  of  the  convention 
of  London. 

The  money  market  in  London  became  agitated  of 
course,  but  has  somewhat  quieted  again.  Underwri- 
ters are  cautious  of  insuring  without  excepting  “capture 
risks.” 

Harvest  was  still  progressing,  with  fine  weather  and 
abundant  crops  of  every  thing  except  wheat,  of  which 
heavy  rains  during  the  seeding  season  had  prevented 
the  usual  quantity  being  sown. 

A tremendous  storm  occurred  on  the  16th  of  Aug. 
that  done  considerable  injury  oil  the  coast  of  England 
and  France.  King  Louis  Phillippe  had  embarked  with 
his  family  at  Eu,  at  12  o’clock  at  night,  on  board  the 
steamer  Veloc'e,  his  intention  being  to  touch  at  Bou- 
logne, but  the  weather  became  very  stormy,  and  the 
steamer  was  obliged  to  make  for  Calais.  In  threading 
the  channel,  the  vessel  was  driven  by  the  violence  of 
the  winds  and  waves  on  the  works  of  the  new  jetty, 
where  she  grounded  in  a situation  of  imminent  peril  to 
all  on  board.  As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  effect  a de- 
barkation, the  king  ordered  every  person  to  be  landed, 
and  was  himself  the  last  person  who  left  the  ship.— 
Thousands  of  the  inhabitarus  of  Boulogne  crowded  the 
shore  to  receive  their  sovereign,  after  which  the  king, 
with  his  family,  left  the  town  for  Boulogne. 

For  latest  quotations  of  prices,  see  the  chronicle  page.  I 
Vor.  IX— Sin.  3. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  packet  ship  England,  capt.  Waile,  arrived 
at  New  York  on  the  12th,  bringing  Liverpool  dates 
to  the  8th  August,  and  the  Quebec  arrived  on  the 
15th  with  London  papers  to  the  11th. 

News  of  the  ratification  of  the  offensive  treaty 
of  alliance  by  Prussia,  had  reached  Paris,  and  occa- 
sioned considerable  excitement.  Funds  sunk  im- 
mediately and  numerous  failures  occurred  on  the 
Bourse. 

The  threatening  aspect  of  war  between  Eng- 
land and  France  has  in  a great  degree  passed  away, 
and  the  general  opinion  in  England  i3,  that  there 
will  be  no  war;  still,  France  is  in  a high  state  of 
excitement. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

London,  Aug.  6th — Slocks.  There  was  also  a 
panic  in  the  stock  exchange  this  morning,  the 
cause  of  which  has  not,  as  yet,  been  explained.  It 
was  expected  by  many  well  informed  persons  that 
the  British  funds  were  on  the  improvement,  but  to 
the  great  surprise  of  the  public,  a kind  of  panic 
took  place  in  the  consol  maiket  soon  after  the 
opening.  It  is  said  that  it  was  caused  by  the 
pigeon  gentlemen,  who  were  first  in  the  market, 
and  immediately  sold. 

Consols  at  the  opening  rose  to  90|  to  but  after- 
wards large  amounts  ot  stock  were  thrown  upon 
the  market  at  90J  and  90J,  creating  a panic  which 
brought  down  the  quotation  to  89j — at  2 o’clock, 
however,  they  rose  to  90*}  both  for  money  and  for 
account. 

All  other  securities  have  been  more  or  less  fluc- 
tuating throughout  the  day. 

From  ilie  London  Chronicle , Augusts. 

The  consol  market  has  been  extremely  brisk  to- 
day, and  prices  have  experienced  a considerable 
improvement.  After  business  hours  yesterday 
consols  were  offered  at  89f  for  the  account,  but  at 
the  opening  of  the  market  this  morning  the  first 
quotation  was  nominally  90j-  to 

This  improvement  in  the  funds  has  been  produc- 
ed by  the  able  and  conciliatory  speech  delivered 
by  lord  Palmerston  last  night,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Hume  in  the  house  of  commons,  which  has  remov- 
ed much  of  the  uneasiness  that  has  been  pressing- 
down  prices  during  the  week.  Public  attention 
to-day  has  been  much  devoted  to  its  contents,  and  lo 
the  attempt  of  prince  Louis  Bonaparte  to  create  a 
diversion  in  his  favor,  by  seducing  the  troops  to 
his  standard  at  Boulogne. 

The  confident  tone,  however,  in  which  the  noble 
secretary  lor  foreign  affairs  speaks  of  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,  and  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
French  alliance  with  this  country,  has  taken  off  a 
great  portion  of  the  interest  with  which  this  foolish 
enterprise  of  the  latter  would  otherwise  have  been 
viewed.  Considerable  curiosity  is  nevertheless 
felt  to  known  whether  it  was  an  isolated  effort,  or 
if  he  had  partisans  in  other  quarters  to  make  a 
simultaneous  rising  in  his  favor. 

From  the  London  Times,  Aug.  10. 

The  money  market  continues  firm,  and  the  late 
partial  excitement  having  subsided,  a gradual  im- 
provement is  taking  place.  v 

Cotton.  There  was  a considerable  business  done 
in  the  Liverpool  cotton  market  yesterday:  the  sales 
consisted  of  6,500  of  which  were  taken  on  specu- 
lations at  very  full  rates. 

The  cotton  market,  the  early  part  of  the  week 
ending  the  7th  instant,  was  dull.  The  sales 
amounted  to  39,950  bales.  Speculators  took  11,500 
bags,  and  exporters  1,000  bags  American.  The 
market  was  pretty  well  supplied.  Common  kinds 
of  American  had  rather  an  upward  tendency,  but 
other  kinds  were  stationary.  Prices  ranged  from 

a 7d.  per  lb. 

On  the  7th  August  the  business  was  principally 
confined  to  the  common  and  middling  descriptions 
of  American.  About  6,000  bags  of  all  kinds  were 
sold  at  steady  prices. 

Crops.  The  duty  on  wheal  is  reduced  to  13s.  8d. 
per  quarter  and  on  flour  to  8s.  2^d.  per  barrel. 
There  had  been  but  few  sales  of  wheat  and  flour 
in  bond  for  the  three  days  ending  Aug.  7.  The 
sales  of  free  wheat  that  had  been  made  were  at  a 
decline  of  2 a 3d.  per  70  pounds,  and  free  flour 
was  Is.  per  barrel  cheaper.  United  States  flour 
was  quoted  36  a 37s.  for  sweet  and  34  a 35s.  for 
sour. 


The  weather  for  the  last  week  has  been  the  most 
delightful,  and  has  been  the  means  of  maturing  the 
crops  and  brightening  the  hopes  of  all  classes.  The 
heat  for  the  last  three  days  has  been  really  oppres- 
sive, but  the  crops  required  a warm  sun,  after  the 
long,  heavy  rains  and  cold  weather  of  July;  the 
prospect  now  is  that  they  will  be  most  abundant  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

In  Ireland,  the  accounts  are  flattering  from  Li- 
merick, Ennis,  Drogheada,  Donegal  and  Weslford. 

The  right  honorable  Poulet  Thomson,  governor 
general  of  Canada,  is  to  be  immediately  raised  to 
the  peerage.  Lord  viscount  Falkland  is  appoint- 
to  succeed  sir  Colin  Campbell  in  the  governmentof 
Nova  Scotia.  Sir  Colin  Campbell  is  appointed  go- 
vernor of  Ceylon. 

Parliament  was  to  be  prorogued  by  the  queen  in 
person,  on  the  10th  of  August. 

FRANCE. 

Invasion  by  Louis  Napoleon.  Boulogne  ser  mer, 
August  6.  Thi3  morning  one  of  those  mad  attempts 
at  revolution  which  have  characterised  the  French 
since  the  days  of  the  first  and  memorable  July,  dis- 
turbed the  inhabitants  of  this  peaceful  town  from 
its  slumbers.  The  facts,  as  I have  collected  them, 
are  as  follows: 

The  city  of  Edinburgh  steamer,  belonging  to  the 
commercial  steam  navigation  company,  was  hired 
by  prince  Louis  Napoleon,  ostensibly  lor  an  excur- 
sion of  pleasure  along  the  British  coast,  for  fourteen 
days.  In  this  he  embarked  with  fifty-six  followers, 
eight  horses,  and  two  carriages  in  the  Thames  on 
Wednesday  last;  this  morning,  about  two  o’clock, 
they  reached  the  coast  of  France,  off  Wimiroux, 
about  3 miles  from  Boulogne.  The  surprise  of  cap- 
tain and  crew  may  be  imagined  to  see  the  whole  of 
the  passengers  come  on  deck,  not  in  the  garb  of 
citizens,  but  en  militaire,  some  lances,  some  as  ge- 
neral officers,  some  as  private  solders,  wilh  an  oil- 
skin covering  on  their  hats,  with  the  number  of  40 
painted  in  front,  that  being  the  regiment  which  at 
Strasburg  had  formerly  identified  itself  so  seriously 
in  the  cause  of  Louis  Napoleon. 

Their  object  was  soon  made  evident.  The  ship’s 
boat  was  lowered,  and  the  whole  company  landed 
in  three  trips.  Before  the  prince  left  the  vessel,  he 
ordered  the  captain  to  cruise  otf  tile  coast,  but  to 
keep  close  in  to  Boulogne,  and  have  a boat  ready 
manned  to  come  off  for  them  should  they  signalise  to 
that  effect.  Among  those  landed  I have  been  able 
to  collect  the  names  of  the  general  Montholon,  co- 
lonels Vandrey,  Parqnin  and  Delaborde. 

When  all  had  landed,  they  marched  into  the  town 
by  the  Place  Navai  in,  Rue  des  Carreux,  Rue  Simo- 
neau,  into  the  Grand  Rue, shouting — “vive  1’empe- 
reur,”  the  prince  carrying  his  hat  on  the  point  of 
his  sword,  and  waving  it  in  the  air.  From  ttie Grand 
Rue  they  made  their  way  by  the  Rue  de  la  Lampe 
to  the  Caserne,  and  roused  the  small  body  of  troops 
ol  the  line,  I believe  only  one  company,  that  per- 
formed duty  here.  The  soldiers,  awakened,  and 
seeing  themselves  surrounded  by  general  officers, 
knew  not  what  to  make  of  the  scene.  They  were, 
however,  soon  made  to  comprehend  that  a revolu- 
tion wason  foot,  thatLouis  Phillippe  was  dethroned, 
that  all  France  was  roused  in  favor  of  their  empe- 
ror, Louis  Napoleon,  and  that  they  must  arm  to 
march  forthwith  upon  Paris.  As  some  were  pre- 
paring to  obey,  their  captain,  who  had  been  awa- 
kened by  the  noise,  rushing  in  among  them,  and 
restored  their  wavering  loyalty  by  shouting  “vive 
le  Roi.”  High  words  and  a scuffle  ensued  between 
him  and  prince  Louis,  when  the  latter  drew  a pis- 
tol and  fired;  unfoitunately  the  ball  shattered  the 
under  jaw  of  a poor  soldier  who  was  endeavor- 
ing to  separate  them,  and  the  whole  party,  finding 
that  the  soldiers  were  luke  warm,  that  the  officers 
were  faithful,  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  there, 
precipitately  quitted  the  caserne,  and  retired  to  the 
port. 

By  this  time  the  town  was  roused,  the  authorities 
were  on  foot,  the  drums  were  beating  to  arms,  and 
the  national  guards  pouring  out  in  all  directions. — 
The  proclamations,  one  of  which  I enclose,  with  a 
decree  had  been  lavishly  distributed  along  every 
street  through  which  they  passed,  and  money  given 
to  those  who  had  followed  them.  These  soon  de- 
clared what  the  object  was,  and  the  necessary  di- 
rections were  given  by  the  sous  prefect  to  attack 
the  disturbers  of  peace.  Within  two  hours  the 
greater  part  were  either  prisoners  in  the  citadel, 
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shot  or  dispersed.  They  made  no  stand  after  leav-  I 
ing  the  caserne.  Some  mode  their  way  with  the 
eagle  to  the  Napoleon  column, some  with  the  prince 
hastened  to  the  sea  side,  and  signalled  lor  a boat 
from  the  steamer.  Unfortunately  for  them,  too  many 
got  into  it,  and  it  upset.  The  prince,  will)  three  or 
four  others,  swam  lor  the  steamer  and  had  a narrow 
escape  of  being  drowned. 

During  their  absence,  however,  affairs  had 
changed  on  boad  the  steamer.  M.  Poliet,  the 
harbor  master,  by  order  of  the  mayor,  had  proceed- 
ed with  a dozen  custom  house  officers  in  a boat,  and 
taken  possession  of  it;  it  was  fortunate  for  the  prince 
they  did  so,  for  in  returning  into  the  harbor  they 
found  him  almost  exhausted,  clinging  to  the  buoy, 
about  the  eighth  of  a mile  from  the  shore.  He  was 
taken  on  board,  and  with  him  colonel  Vaudrey.  In 
escaping  from  the  shore,  they  had  narrowly  avoided 
being  shot;  several  balls  passed  close  to  the  prince, 
and  several  of  his  followers  were  wounded  and  sank 
to  rise  no  more.  The  report  is,  that  six  have  been 
found;  one  poor  doctor,  who  surrendered,  was  shot 
by  a national  guard. 

Boulogne- ser-mer,  Aug.  6.  How  a man  with  fifty 
men  could  think  of  raising  an  a-my  in  this  peacea- 
bly disposed  province,  I cannot  understand.  He 
must  have  been  misled  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
people.  At  the  same  time  had  he  landed  with  3 hun 
dred  men  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  Boulogne  would 
be  at  this  moment  in  his  hands.  The  people  here 
have  been  for  several  days  in  a great  state  of  ex- 
citement in  consequence  of  the  war  talk,  and  so 
easily  are  they  to  be  gulled  upon  matters  relating  to 
hostilities  with  England,  that  the  first  rumor  of  the 
debarkation  this  morning,  was  that  “the  English  had 
already  landed  a force  on  the  coast.” 

I had  a peep  at  Louis  Napoleon.  Poor  devil,  he 
looked  awfully  excited.  His  followers  are  fine 
looking  fellows.  They  appear  to  be  dare-devils  of 
all  nations — Poles,  French,  Swiss,  and,  some  say, 
English.  The  latter  statement  I do  not  believe. — 
The  national  guards  were  all  in  readiness. 

Twelve  o’clock.  The  steamboat  Edinburgh  Cas- 
tle has  been  seized  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  and 
is  now  in  the  harbor.  The  firing  of  the  national 
guard  on  defenceless  people  in  the  water  is  depre- 
cated by  the  better  feeling  portion  of  the  public. 
Louis  Bonaparte  was  well  nigh  drowned.  Before 
he  was  picked  up  (for  the  boat  in  which  he  attempt- 
ed to  make  his  escape  upset)  several  shots  were 
fired  at  him.  A friend  of  mine  saw  a mu3ket  ball 
fall  close  beside  him.  Had  Bonaparte  been  so  shot, 
it  would  have  been  the  proper  end  of  so  mischievous 
a blockhead. 

A French  general  who  was  captured  is  said  to 
have  just  died  of  his  wounds. 

All  sorts  of  rumors  are  rife.  It  is  said  that  the 
troops  of  the  line  are  favorable  to  the  prince,  and 
that  those  quartered  in  ttie  environs  will  attempt  to 
rescue  the  captives.  The  civil  authorities  have  is- 
sued proclamations  lauding  the  loyally  of  the  brave 
Boulognaise. 

[This  being  the  second  attempt  of  this  youngster 
upon  the  throne  of  France,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  wilt  get  out  of  the  difficulty  so  easily 
as  he  did  in  the  former  instance,  when  he  was 
allowed  to  come  to  America  as  a banishment  for  the 
offence.] 

The  London  Times  of  the  1 1th  says  that  the  late 
attempt  of  prince  Louis  Napoleon  in  Boulogne,  was 
beginning  to  excite  more  interest  in  Paiis  than  at 
first  seemed  probable.  The  kingreturned  suddenly 
to  the  capital  from  Eu,  to  assist  at  the  deliberations 
of  the  cabinet  on  the  subject,  and  determine  on  the 
course  to  be  pursued  in  respect  to  the  prince  and 
his  comrades. 

Full  details  are  given  in  the  London  papers  of  the 
absurd  attempt  by  Louis  Napoleon — which,  by  the 
way,  may  be  looked  upon  as  extinguishing  forever, 
what  little  chance  he  may  have  had  of  ultimately 
succeeding  in  his  designs  upon  France.  The  laugh 
is  now  turned  against  him,  and  Frenchmen  will 
never  risk  their  lives  for  one  who  has  made  himself 
ridiculous.  It  seems  that  he  had  with  him  but  56 
persons.  The  sentinel  who  was  shot  by  the  prince 
died  the  same  evening.  After  the  failure  of  their  at- 
tempt at  the  caserne,  or  barracks,  they  got  into  dis- 
order and  separated. 

Louis  Napoleon  himself  was  taken  at  the  cita- 
del, having  endeavored  to  shoot  the  sergeant  who 
arrested  him.  The  ball  glanced  from  him  and  killed 
a sentinel. 

Count  Montholon,  and  some  five  or  six  officers, 
were  taken  in  the  water,  while  attempting  to  es- 
cape. 

The  latest  Paris  advices  were  of  August  8th. 
The  condemnation  of  prince  Louis  was  universal, 
both  by  the  press  and  the  public.  Many  persons 
had  been  arrested  at  the  capital,  as  implicated  in  the 
affair.  1 


I It  was  supposed  that  the  prince  and  his  compa- 
nions would  be  brought  to  Palis,  and  tried  by  the 
chamber  of  peers. 

The  Edinburgh  Castle  steamer  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  French  at  Boulogne,  and  her  crew  in 
prison.  It  is  expected  that  the  prince  will  be  re- 
moved to  Paris  tor  trial. 

M.  Guizot  landed  at  Calais,  from  London,  on  the 
7th,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  king  at  Eu. 

A letter  from  Boulogne,  dated  the  8th,  says  that 
king  Louis  Phillippe  was  shot  at  on  his  way  to  Eu, 
and  that  his  coachman  was  killed. 

Le  Temps  says  the  minister  of  war  is  organizing 
27  battalions  of  artillery,  and  that  the  command  of 
one  of  the  corps  d’  armee  to  be  assembled  on  the 
Rhine,  is  to  be  entrusted  to  marshal  Clausel. 

Le  Temps  contains  a report  that  M.  Thiers  had 
had  several  conversations  w ith  the  American  charge 
d’  affairs  lately,  and  that  the  request  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  king  would  mediate  between  them 
and  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres,  would  be  acced- 
ed to.  The  first  part  of  this  statement  was  held  to 
refer  to  a desire  on  the  part  of  the  French  govern- 
ment to  propitiate  the  United  States  in  the  event  of 
a war  between  France  and  this  country— an  ob- 
ject, no  doubt  of  solicitude  to  M.  Thiers,  but  one 
of  the  attainment  of  which  would  hardly  be  de- 
puted by  king  Louis  Phillippe  to  even  his  prime 
minister. 

His  majesty  has  been  up  to  the  present  moment, 
on  term3  of  the  most  familiar  intimacy  with  the 
American  minister,  gen.  Cass,  and  we  find  (a  cir- 
cumstances in  which,  probably,  this  report  originat- 
ed), that  gen.  Cass  was  received  by  king  Louis 
Phillippe  on  Tuesday  last. 

The  Temps,  announcing  (he  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  35th  of  July  by  Prussia  and  Austria,  adds 
— “It  seems  that  the  ratification  of  Austria  has  been 
given  without  any  restriction  or  explanation,  as  if 
the  solution  of  the  eastern  question  arranged  at 
London  had  nothing  in  it  that  could  surprise  or 
counteract  the  policy  of  France.” 

[Le  Commerce,  Aug.  6. 

BELGIUM. 

The  king  of  Belgium  was  about  making  another 
visit  to  England,  which  was  believed  to  have  a poli- 
tical object,  connected  with  the  recent  events  in 
Europe.  The  London  Globe  hints  that  his  majes- 
ty will  probably  act  as  mediator  between  France 
and  England — an  office  for  which  he  seems  peculiar- 
ly fitted  by  his  near  relationship  to  the  sovereigns 
of  those  two  countries. 

HOLLAND. 

On  Tuesday,  the  4th  August,  the  king  of  Holland 
opened  in  person  the  extraordinary  session  of  the 
states  general,  and  delivered  a “royal  speech.”  Of 
course  there  was  nothing  in  it. 

SPAIN. 

The  condition  of  Spain  continues  still  unsettled. 
The  doings  of  the  queen  at  Barcelona,  where,  it 
will  be  recollected,  a decree  was  signed  restricting 
the  municipal -rights  oi  the  people  in  the  matter  of 
suffrage,  have  caused  much  dissatisfaction.  A 
movement  was  in  contemplation  at  Madrid  on  the 
25th  of  July  to  declare  that  act  and  some  others 
null  and  void — but  the  design  was  frustrated. 

A private  letter  from  Valencia  in  the  “Corres- 
ponsal”  of  Madrid  states  that  the  news  of  the  change 
of  ministry  was  received  in  that  town  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  rejoicings,  but  that  the  strictest  order 
was  preserved. 

The  latest  dates  from  Barcelona,  announces  that 
the  two  queens  were  to  leave  that  city  on  the  4th 
inst.  but  that  it  was  not  known  whether  they  would 
proceed  direct  to  Madrid,  or  visit  the  Navarre  and 
Basque  provinces  on  their  road. 

RUSSIA. 

St.  Petersburg,  July  23. — An  imperial  manifesto 
has  just  been  issued,  oideringa  general  levy  of  men 
throughout  the  two  empires,  to  the  amount  of 
100,000  men;  the  recruiting  to  commence  in  No- 
vember and  to  end  in  January. 

AFRICA. 

No  new  important  movements  have  been  made 
by  the  French  and  Abdel-Kader. 

The  last  advices  t rom  Tunis,  quoted  by  the  Malta 
papers,  are  to  the  16th  ult.  At  that  time  the  bey 
was  at  Sfax  with  his  army,  but  nothing  was  known 
as  to  his  ulterior  operations. 

THE  EAST  INDTES. 

At  the  time  the  lord  William  Bentinck  struck  the 
rocks  off  Bombay,  the  captain  w'as  drunk,  and  was 
killed  by  (ailing  down  the  main  hatchway  soon  af- 
ter the  ship  struck. 

The  Bombay  Gazette  of  June  5,  states  that  8,000 
camels,  escorted  by  80  infantry  and  40  horse,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  Clarke,  of  the  irregular 
horse,  were  returning  to  Llenree  from  Kalian,  an 
outpost  on  the  hills,  when  they  were  attacked  by 
about  3,000  men.  Lieut.  Clarke  was  killed,  and 
I most  of  his  detachment  cut  to  pieces. 


The  Bombay  Gazette  announces  the  arrival  of 
five  transports  off  Penang  on  the  2Sth  April. 

CHINA. 

Penang,  June  8.  We  have  nothing  later  direct 
from  Canton.  . Several  steamers  and  transports  have 
arrived  here  with  troops  for  the  attack  on  Canton. 
The  Rattlesnake  has  left  for  Canton  with  the  18th 
royal  Irish;  the  Allalevie  has  left  with  the  37th  re- 
giment for  Canton.  The  49th  regiment  and  the 
Cameronians  have  also  left  in  the  Larne.  Several 
of  the  men  of  war  from  England  are  expected  daily. 
The  Wellesly,  the  Druid,  the  Volage  and  the  Hya- 
cinth are  all  lying  off  Canton  ready  to  bombard  it  as 
soon  as  the  rest  of  the  fleet  arrives. 

The  Chinese  army,  by  the  best  computations, 
amounts  only  to  770,000  men,  of  which  200,000  are 
cavalry.  The  greater  portion  are  in  garrisons,  scat- 
tered over  the  19  provinces.  But  few  (say  25  sol- 
diers only)  are  allotted  to  the  smaller  towns,  and  in 
Pekin  itself,  there  are  not  over  2,000. 

Linn  is  said  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  English,  but  affects  indifference,  and 
talks  about  blowing  the  fleet  to  atoms.  He  scorns 
the  idea  of  coming  to  terms.  There  are  now  1,000 
soldiers  at  Canton,  the  greatest  force  ever  known 
there! 

The  Chinese  soldier  wears  a jacket  with  the  name 
of  the  division  written  on  it  in  front  and  rear.  A 
canvass  bag  behind  for  his  provisions,  and  a cotton 
pouch  before  for  his  ammunition.  The  exposed  com- 
bustible nature  of  the  latter  causes  many  of  the  sol- 
diers to  be  severely  wounded  by  explosions  in  firing. 
The  cap  is  longitudinal,  with  a small  red  tassal,and 
those  that  can  afford  it  purchase  gaiters  and  shoes. 
The  cavalry  dress  is  fhe  same,  and  their  saddles  are 
clumsy,  and  their  stirrups  immense  and  without 
spurs.  The  officers  wear,  in  addition,  robes  of  silk 
and  furs,  and  a lion,  tiger,  &c.  embroidered  in  front, 
and  they  all  have  a ring  on  their  thumb  to  assist 
them  in  drawing  the  bow.  They  wear  the  bow 
around  their  neck,  and  iarry  a sword.  They  eat 
the  ground  bones  and  also  the  gall  of  tigers,  to  give 
them  courage,  and  the  regiments  are  sometimes 
dressed  in  dotted  cloth  to  resemble  tigers.  They 
have  pikes,  bows,  and  each  two  swords,  fighting 
with  both,  also  a matchlock.  The  matchlocks  are 
cast,  and  are  wretched  things,  and  often  burst. — 
They  also  use  shields  made  of  ratan  wicker  work. 

China-  expedition.  The  Bombay  Times  repeats 
an  account  of  the  China  expedition.  It  conststs  of 
four  sail  of  the  line,  three  larger  frigates,  twenty- 
eight  vessels  of  war,  carrying  from  18  to  28  guns, 
and  three  or  four  steamers.  The  above  are  manned 
by  4,000 seamen  and  marines.  To  these  must  be 
added  16,000  infantry,  accompanied  by  an  extraor- 
dinary proportion  of  artillery,  rockets,  bo.vjbs,  as 
well  as  an  extra  assortment  of  sappers,  miners,  ar- 
tillery, engineering  officers,  &c  ; we  mean  over  and 
above  the  usual  number  of  naval  and  military  offi- 
cers appointed  on  such  enterprises.  And,  finally, 
we  must  not  omit  to  enumerate  about  16,000  tons 
of  shipping  as  transports,  and  a large  number  of 
flat-bottomed  boats,  to  go  high  up  the  rivers,  carry- 
ing mortars  for  the  destruction  of  forts,  houses  and 
and  other  buildings. 

RUSSIA  AND  CIRCASSIA. 

According  to  the  last  advices  from  Circassia,  re- 
ceived in  the  Ottoman  capital,  the  insurgents  had 
gained  another  signal  victory  over  a division  of 
12,000  Russians,  near  Ghurghara. 

SYRIA. 

The  news  of  the  pacification  of  this  country  and 
the  entire  and  bloodless  suppression  is  fully  con- 
firmed. The  mountaineers  are  laying  down  their 
arms  daily,  and  submitting  to  the  pacha. 

The  Egyptian  fleet  has  returned  to  Alexandria. 

Smyrna  journals  of  the  17th  ult.  say  that  Sami 
bey,  the  envoy  of  Mehemet  Ali,  repaired  on  the  7th 
to  the  porte,  where  he  was  received  with  all  the 
honors  due  to  his  character. 

BRAZIL, 

The  young  emperor  of  Brazil,  Pedro  II,  has  as- 
sumed the  reins  of  government.  The  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer  has  Information  to  the  effect 
that,  on  the  22d  of  July,  the  chamber  of  deputies 
being  in  session  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  discussing 
the  project  of  declaring  that  the  emperor  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  the  secretary  interrupted  the 
proceedings  by  saying  that  he  had  received  a decree 
from  the  regent  nominating  Sr.  Bernardo  Periera  de 
Vasconcellors  secretary  of  state,  and  another  stating 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  perturbed  state  of  the 
chamber  w hile  debating -on  the  majority  of  his  ma- 
jesty, he  had  prorogued  the  chamber  to  the  20th 
November,  which  would  give  the  deputies  time  to 
reflect  on  the  importance  of  the  subject.  The 
reading  of  these  documents  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  cries  of  “treason,”  “the  regent  is  a con- 
spirator,” and  an  extraordinary  scene  of  tumult,  in 
which  the  people  in  the  galleries  joined.  Finally, 
Muchado  called  on  those  who  were  patriots  and 
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Brazilians  to  follow  him  to  the  senate,  and  abandon 
“this  prostitute  chamber.”  Many  of  the  members 
then  proceeded  to  the  senate;  there,  with  the  sena- 
tors that  were  present,  declared  themselves  in  per- 
manent session,  and  sent  a deputation  to  the  young 
emperor,  requesting  him  to  assume  the  powers  of 
government,  to  which  he  assented,  and  appointed 
the  following  day  to  take  the  oaths  before  the  legis- 
lative bodies,  and  receive  those  of  allegiance  to  him. 
They  then  adjourned.  At  night  the  city  was  illu- 
minated, and  all  quiet  save  that  the  populace  broke 
the  windows  of  the  house  in  which  Vasconcellors 
resided. 

On  the  following  day  the  emperor  proceeded  to 
the  legislative  bodies,  and  the  necessary  ceremonies 
too  place. 

The  emperor  was  born  in  1825,  and  is  therefore 
only  fifteen  years  old.  A new  ministry  had  been 
announced.  The  department  of  foreign  affairs  was 
filled  by  a gentleman  who  was  not  long  since  Bra- 
zilian minister  in  the  United  States. 

MEXICO. 

Vera  Cruz  papers  to  the  20th  ult.  have  been  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans  by  the  brig  Kenawha.  She 
has  $21,000  in  specie.  The  revolution  in  the  city 
of  Mexico  appears  to  be  at  an  end,  so  far  as  the  mi- 
litary are  concerned.  The  Central  government, 
however,  was  again  claiming  for  itself  despotic 
powers. 

TEXAS. 

The  depredations  committed  by  the  Mexicans 
and  Camanche  Indians  at  Linnville,  prior  to  their 
late  rout  by  the  Texan  soldiers,  according  to  a let- 
ter from  port  Cavelleo,  published  in  the  Matagorda 
Gazette,  was  of  the  most  brutal  character.  They 
first  attacked  the  town  of  Victoria,  killed  several 
of  the  inhabitants  and  burnt  the  houses.  They 
then  proceeded  to  Linnville,  1,000  strong,  where 
they  shot  and  scalped  Mr.  O’Neal,  (of  Pensacola), 
killed  major  H.  O.  Watts,  took  his  lady  prisoner, 
and  either  shot  or  took  prisoner  several  others,.— 
The  lady  was  rescued,  with  all  the  plunder  from  the 
two  towns,  at  the  subsequent  action.  The  war 
against  the  savages  will  hereafter  be  one  of  total 
extermination. 

Galveston  and  Houston  papers  to  the  29th  ult. 
have  been  received  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Galveston  Daily  Courier  ot  the  29th  August 
mentions  the  arrival  of  a sloop  from  Campeachy, 
with  commodore  Reuben  of  the  federal  Mexcan  na- 
vy, on  board.  The  Texan  fleet  was  at  Campeachy, 
and  amicable  intercourse  existed  between  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fleet  and  those  of  the  federal  Mexican 
government. 

Galveston  is  quite  healthy.  The  quarantine  laws 
are  rigidly  enforced. 

CANADA. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Kingston  U.  C.  Chronicle,  that ' 
that  town  is  to  be  the  seat  ofgovernraent  hereafter, 
instead  of  Toronto. 

LATER  NEWS  FROM  EUROPE. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Garrick  packet  ship  ariived  at  New  York, 
brings  London  papers  to  the  15th  ult. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  11th  by  the 
queen  in  person.  No  allusion  is  made  in  her 
speech  to  the  differences  with  France. 

Funds  had  experienced  a considerable  depression 
in  consequence  of  the  hostile  tone  of  the  French 
papers. 

The  cotton  trade  had  improved — prices  advanced 
from  £ to  £d. 

Harvest  was  progressing  and  the  weather  was 
every  thing  that  could  be  wished  for  securing  it. 

Tlie  following  is  a copy  of  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  queen  upon  the  proroguing  of  parliament — 

THE  QUEEN’S  SPEECH. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“The  state  of  public  business  enables  me  to  close 
this  session  of  parliament;  and  in  releasing  you  from 
your  attendance,  I have  to  thank  you  for  the  care 
and  attention  with  'which  you  have  discharged 
your  important  duties. 

“I  continue  to  receive  from  foreign  powers  assur- 
ances of  their  friendly  disposition,  and  of  their 
anxious  desire  for  he  maintenance  of  peace. 

“I  congratulate  you  upon  the  termination  of  the 
civil  war  in  Spain.  The  objects  for  which  the 
quadruple  engagements  of  1834  were  contracted 
having  been  accomplished.  I am  in  communica- 
tion with  the  queen  of  Spain,  with  a view  to  with- 
draw’ the  naval  force  which,  in  pursuance  of  those 
engagements,  I have  hitherto  stationed  on  the 
northern  coast  of  Spain. 

“I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  differences 
with  the  government  of  Naples,  the  grounds  and 
causes  of  which  have  been  laid  before  you,  have 
been  put  into  a train  of  adjustment  by  the  friendly 
mediation  of  the  king  of  the  French. 

“I  rejoice  also  to  acquaint  you  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Portugal  has  made  arrangements  for  satis- 


fying certain  just  claims  of  some  of  my  subjects,  and 
for  the  payment  of  a sum  due  to  this  country  under 
the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  1827. 

“I  am  engaged,  in  concert  with  the  emperor  of 
Austria,  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  emperorof  Russia, 
and  the  sultan,  in  measures  intended  to  effect  the 
permanent  pacification  of  the  Levant,  to  maintain 
the  integrity  atid  independence  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire, and  thereby  to  afford  additional  security  for 
the  peace  of  Europe. 

“The  violent  injuries  inflicted  upon  some  of  my 
subjects  by  the  officers  of  the  emperor  of  China, 
and  the  indignities  offered  to  an  agent  of  my  crown, 
have  compelled  rne  to  send  to  the  coast  of  China  a 
naval  and  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of  demand- 
ing reparation  and  redress. 

“1  have  gladly  given  my  assent  to  the  act  for  the 
regulation  of  municipal  corporations  in  Ireland. 

“I  trust  that  the  law  which  you  have  framed  for 
further  carrying  into  effect  the  reports  of  the  eccle- 
siastical commissioners  will  have  the  beneficial  ef- 
fect of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  established 
church,  and  of  better  providing  for  the  religious  in- 
struction of  my  people. 

“I  have  observed,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  re- 
sult of  your  deliberations  on  the  subject  of  Canada. 
It  will  be  my  duly  to  execute  the  measures  which 
you  have  adopted  in  such  a manner  as,  without  im- 
pairing the  executive  authority,  may  satisfy  the  best 
wishes  of  my  subjects,  and  provide  for  the  perma- 
nent welfare  and  security  of  my  North  American 
provinces. 

“The  legislative  bodies  of  Jamaica  have  applied 
themselves  to  the  preparation  of  laws  rendered 
necessary  or  expedient  by  the  altered  state  of  socie- 
ty. Some  of  these  laws  require  revision  and 
amendment,  but  I have  every  reason  to  expect  cor- 
dial assistance  from  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  in  the 
salutary  work  of  improving  the  condition  and  ele- 
vating the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  co- 
lony. 

“The  conduct  of  the  emancipated  negroes 
throughout  the  West  Indies  has  been  remarkable 
for  tranquil  obedience  to  the  law,  and  a peaceable 
demeanor  in  all  the  relations  of  social  life. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons, 

“I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  you  have 
granted  for  the  service  of  the  year. 

“I  lament  that  it  should  have  been  necessary  to 
impose  additional  burthens  on  my  people;  but  I trust 
that  the  means  which  you  have  adopted  ibr  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
are  calculated  to  press  with  as  little  severity  as  pos- 
sible upon  all  classes  of  the  community. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“In  returning  to  your  respective  counties,  you 
will  resume  tlroae  duties  whicti  you  perform  so  much 
to  the  public  benefit  and  advantage.  It  is  my  anx- 
ious desire  to  maintain  tranquillity  at  home  and 
peace  abroad. 

“To  these  objects,  so  essential  to  the  interests  of 
this  country,  and  to  the  general  welfare  of  man- 
kind, my  efforts  will  be  sincerely  and  unremitting- 
ly directed;  and,  feeling  assured  of  your  co-opera- 
tion and  support,  I humbly  relv  upon  the  superin- 
tending care,  and  continued  protection  of  Divine 
Providence.” 

FRANCE. 

Paris  accounts  are  to  the  13th  of  August,  which 
wear  a much  less  pacific  aspect.  It  would  seem  that 
Thiers  is  determined  at  all  events  to  resist  the  exe- 
cution of  the  offensive  treaty.  Armaments  are  every 
where  in  progress.  The  “Siule”  states  that  in  the 
course  of  a month  France  will  have  a fleet  of  22  sail 
of  the  line  and  25  frigates  afloat. 

The  Lloyd  Nantais,  of  the  lltli  instant  states  that 
the  administration  of  the  marine  received  orders  on 
the  10th  to  levy  seamen  up  to  the  age  of  50. 

A letter  from  Toulon,  dated  the  7th  instant,  in  the 
“Commerce,”  states,  that  the  pacification  of  Syria 
appeared  to  have  produced  quite  a different  effect 
from  that  expected;  for  on  the  6th  instant,  when  an 
answer  might  have  been  received  from  London,  the 
minister  of  the  navy  forwarded  a telegraphic  des- 
patch to  the  maritime  prefect  at  Toulon,  which  caus- 
ed an  excitement.  This  despatch  ordered  the  Sou- 
verain  three  decker  to  be  equipped  for  sea  with  all 
possible  speed,  together  with  theVille  de  Marseilles 
and  the  Scipion,  of  74  guns  each,  and  the  firigates 
Independence,  Melpomene,  Uranie,  Iphigenie  and 
Circe.  The  despatch  adds,  that  two  frigates  must 
be  ready  to  sail  in  the  middle  of  the  month.  The 
minister  likewise  orders  all  leaves  of  absence  to  be 
suspended,  and  additional  w’orkmen  to  be  employed. 

The  frequent  meetings  of  ministers,  the  alleged 
failure  of  the  mission  of  M.  E.  Perier  to  Mehemet 
Ali  (and  which  was  said  to  have  had  for  its  object 
to  induce  him  to  modify  his  pretensions  in  order  to 
enable  France  to  make  a stand  for  him),  the  conti- 
nued naval  preparations  for  war  in  the  French  ports, 
the  publication  of  the  royal  ordinance,  for  opening 


an  extraordinary  credit  of  56,000,000  of  francs  for 
the  minister  of  war — the  hostile  character  of  the 
news  from  the  east  contained  in  the  journals,  and 
“the  dry  tone,”  (le  ton  sec)  of  her  majesty’s  speech, 
when  referring  to  the  new  treaty  of  alliance,  all  con- 
spired to  revive  the  feeling  of  alarm  which  the  speech 
of  lord  Palmerston  had  for  a moment  removed.  The 
funds  accordingly,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed 
stock  list,  declined  on  the  Bourse. 

Prince  Louis.  Galignani’s  Messenger  says:  “On 
Tuesday  night,  at  20  minutes  after  12,  a carriage 
containing  Louis  Bonaparte,  arrived  at  the  Concier- 
gerie,  escorted  by  some  departmental  gendarmerie 
and  municipal  guards.  The  prisoner  was  guarded 
in  the  carriage  by  M.  Lardenois,  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  municipal  guards,  and  several  of  his  men. 
The  prisoner,  after  his  arrival  was  duly  registered, 
and  taken  to  the  room  which  had  been  prepared 
for  him. 

The  London  Standard  of  the  11th  says,  prince 
Louis  Napoleon  and  his  accomplices  are  to  be  tried 
together,  not  by  the  house  of  peers,  but  by  the 
ordinary  tribunals.  The  circumstance  of  his  hav- 
ing fired  on  and  killed  an  unarmed  man,  is  expected 
to  afford  an  excuse  for  condemning  him  to  death, 
but  the  most  magnanimous  revenge  would  be  to 
treat  him  as  a lunatic. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  of  the  10th  August  contains 
an  ordinance  invoking  a session  of  the  court  of 
peers,  on  account  of  the  late  attempt  of  Louis  Na- 
poleon at  Boulogne.  It  states  that  the  court  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  trial  of  the  individuals 
who  have  been  or  shall  be  arrested  as  principals  or 
accomplices  of  the  above  attempt. 

TURKEY. 

Paris,  August  11.  A report  was  spread  this 
afternoon  that  government  had  just  received  notice 
of  a revolution  at  Constantinople,  against  the  sultan 
Abdel  Medsched,  in  favor  of  his  younger  brother, 
or  rather  of  the  old  Turkish  party. 

The  Leipsic  Universal  Gazette  of  the  8th  inst. 
announces,  under  date  Constantinople,  the  22dult. 
that  all  the  stores  and  shops  belonging  to  the  Greeks 
had  been  closed  by  an  order  of  the  government. 
The  Greeks  had  moreover  been  enjoined  either  to 
retire  to  Greece  or  become  rayas  within  the  space 
of  eight  days.  This  extraordinary  measure  had 
created  a vast  sensation  in  the  Turkish  capital. 
The  cause  of  this  sudden  reaction  was  unknown, 
but  it  was  ascribed  to  king  Otho’s  having  refused 
to  ratify  the  commercial  treaty. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Christian 
F.  Gobrecht,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  engraver  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  vice  Wil- 
liam Kneass,  deceased. 

Montgomery  Blair,  of  Missouri,  to  be  attorney  of 
the  U.  States,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

William  Sthamer  has  been  officially  recognised 
by  the  president  as  consul  of  the  kingdom  ol  Hano- 
ver, for  the  port  of  New  York. 

Joseph  C.  Potts,  (V.  B.)  has  been  appointed 
clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Jersey,  (Mahlon  Dickerson,  judge), 
in  place  of  Robert  D.  Spencer,  (whig),  of  Burling- 
ton, removed.  [ Newark  Daily  Adv. 

Sub-treasury  operations.  The  N.  Y.  Ex- 
press says — “The  operation  of  the  sub-treasury  as  at 
present  carried  out,  is  a mere  bank  affair,  after  all, 
varying  a little  in  form,  and  but  very  little  too. 
The  manner  in  which  the  business  is  done  is  this; 
the  receiver  holds  his  office  in  the  Bank  of  America, 
and  a person  having  a bond  to  pay,  deposites  his 
money  in  the  bank  draws  a check,  has  it  certified 
ns  good  by  the  officer  of  the  bank,  and  this  is  receiv- 
ed for  the  bond. 

If  a person  has  an  order  on  the  receiver  or  sub- 
treasurer, as  he  is  called,  he  calls  with  it  and  de- 
mands payment,  after  signing  duplicate  receipts, 
unless  he  demands  specie,  he  is  paid  in  a check  on 
the  Bank  of  America,  lor  which,  the  bills  of  that 
bank  are  paid. — Then  after  all,  there  is  a little  more 
form  in  paying  a bond,  than  there  is  in  paying  a 
note;  in  the  former  case  the  bills  will  be  received, 
in  the  latter,  a certified  check  which  is  obtained 
with  the  bills. 

The  Bank  of  America  is  in  fact,  the  fiscal  a^ent 
of  the  government,  it  receives  all  money,  and  pays 
out  all  the  money.  But  the  government  have  one 
great  advantage,  as  they  can  make  their  treasury 
post  notes  by  ten  millions  at  a time,  and  if  they  are 
short,  they  have  only  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Newbold, 
and  he  takes  them,  and  advances  whateversum  may 
be  required.  Thus  the  ease  and  facility  with  which 
the  government  can  raise  funds,  has  never  been 
equalled.  When  the  United  States  bank  was  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  that  institution  could 
not,  by”its  charter,  loan  the  government  over  half  a 
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million,  unless  by  a special  act  of  congress,  and  the 
transcending  of  this  limit,  during  the  period  Mr. 
Cheeves  was  president  of  the  bank,  created  a great 
excitement.  Now,  the  government  borrow  of  Mr. 
Newbold  about  three  millions  of  dollars  without  the 
least  complaint  from  any  quarter — and  although  the 
directors  of  that  bank  may  not  know  the  fact,  we 
have  it  from  an  undoubted  source  and  our  statement 
has  never  been  denied. 


U.  S.  senate  The  elections  which  have  recent- 

ly  taken  place  will  soon 

present  this  im 

portant 

branch  of  the  national  legislature  in  a new 

aspect. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  Richmond  Whig,  the 
parties  stand  there  at  present  as  follows: 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Maine, 

1 

i 

New  Hampshire, 

. 0 

2 

Massachusetts, 

2 

0 

Rhode  Island, 

. 2 

0 

Connecticut, 

1 

1 

Vermont, 

. 2 

0 

New  York, 

1 

1 

New  Jersey,  . 

. 1 

1 

Pennsylvania, 

0 

2 

Delaware, 

. 2 

0 

Maryland, 

2 

0 

Virginia,* 

. 0 

1 

North  Carolina,  , 

. 0 

2 

South  Carolina, 

. 1 

1 

Georgia,  . 
Alabama, 

0 

2 

. 0 

2 

Louisiana, 

0 

2 

Mississippi,  . 

. 1 

1 

Ohio, 

0 

2 

Indiana,  . , 

. 2 

0 

Illinois, 

0 

2 

Kentucky, 

. 2 

0 

Tennessee, 

0 

2 

Missouri, 

. 0 

2 

Arkansas, 

0 

2 

Michigan, 

. 1 
21 

1 

30 

Of  these  the  terms  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1841: 

following  expire  on  the 

Mr.  Brown,  of  North  Carolina, 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina, 

Clayton,  of  Delaware, 

Crittenden,  of  Kentucky, 

Davis,  of  Massachusetts, 

Fulton,  of  Arkansas, 

Hubbard,  of  New  Hhampshire, 

King,  of  Alabama, 

Knight,  of  Rhode  Island, 

Lumpkin,  of  Georgia, 

Nicholas,  of  Louisiana, 

Norvell,  of  Michigan, 

Roane,  of  Virginia, 

Robinson,  of  Illinos, 

Ruggles,  of  Maine, 

Walker,  of  Mississippi, 

Wall,  of  New  Jersey, 
tAnderson,  of  Tennessee. 

13  Van  Buren,  5 whigs.  These  with  the  vacan- 
cy in  Virginia,  and  the  vacancy  in  North  Carolina, 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Strange,  make 
20  vacancies  to  be  supplied. 

Post  office  regulations.  The  postmaster- 
general  it  appears  by  the  following  official  direction, 
has  revoked  the  order  lately  issued  prohibiting  the 
conveyance  of  newspapers  along  the  mail  routes: 

Post  office  department,  contract  office,  Sept.  9, 1840. 

Sir:  Since  issuing  the  orders  of  the  5th,  15th  and 
20th  August,  indicating  a determination  of  the  de- 
partment to  enforce  the  legal  restriction  upon  the 
conveyance  of  newspapers  by  contractors  and  their 
agents  over  post  routes,  out  of  the  mail,  information 
has  been  received,  that  the  papers  usually  sent  in 
in  that  way  would  not,  if  the  restriction  were  en- 
forced, be  carried  in  the  mail  so  as  to  contribute  to 
the  revenues  of  the  department.  And  perceiving 
also  that  those  whose  interests  are  most  affected  by 
t le  enforcement  of  this  prohibition  profess  to  enter- 
tain doubts  in  regard  to  the  construction  given  to 
the  law,  and  that  a very  general  public  sentiment 
prevails  that  this  restriction  has,  by  a change  in  the 
modes  and  facilities  of  conveying  newspapers,  be- 
come inexpedient  if  not  unjust,  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, on  a review  of  the  question,  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  suspend  for  the  present  adopting  the 
measures  indicated  by  the  said  orders  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  restriction,  with  the  view  of  af- 
fording an  opportunity,  after  the  public  mind  -has 
been  called  to  the  question,  for  congress  to  consi- 

* One  Vacancy. 

tElecied  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Hugh  Lawson  White. 


der  the  subject,  and  to  adopt  such  further  legislation 
to  it  a3  they  may  think  the  present  condition  and 
interests  of  the  country  may  demand.  Very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  S.  R.  Hobbie, 

First  assistant  postmaster-general. 

N.  Greene,  esq.  postmaster,  Boston. 

Fishing.  A complaint  is  made  in  the  Halifax 
Nova  Scotian,  that  large  numbers  of  American  fish- 
ing vessels  were  engaged  on  that  coast  taking  fish, 
some  of  them  within  half  a mile  of  the  shore. — 
Some  of  the  fishermen  had  been  carried  into  Hali- 
fax and  their  vessels  detained  for  encroaching  on 
British  ground. 

Commerce  of  the  United  States.  Having 
on  the  29th  of  May,  and  in  subsequent  circulars, 
exhibited  a general  view  of  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  external  commerce  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
world  at  large,  we  insert  to-day  the  first  of  a series 
of  statements  illustrative  of  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  navigation  and  external  commerce  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America;  the  one  herewith 
shows  the  value  in  dollars  of  the  products  exported 
under  eight  general  heads,  and  the  total  thereof,  in 
comparison  with  the  total  value  of  the  imports  in 
each  of  the  thirty-six  years  1803-1838,  with  a more 
detailed  view  of  the  nature  of  the  articles  exported 
in  each  of  the  three  years  1833,  1837  and  1838,  and 
also  of  the  quantity  of  flour  and  grain  exported,  in- 
cluded under  the  head  of  agricultural  productions 
in  each  of  the  eighteen  years  1821-38,  and  of  gold 
and  silver  imported  in  each  of  the  thirteen  years 
1826-38. 

The  great  characteristic  of  the  external  commerce 
of  Great  Britain  during  the  last  half  century  has  been 
its  vast  excess  of  export  over  import;  while  that  of 
the  United  States  during  the  same  period  exhibits 
the  converse,  an  inordinate  excess  of  import  over 
export;  the  imports  of  the  last  nine  years,  which  in- 
cluded upwards  of  100  millions  of  dollars  in  gold 
and  silver,  exceeding  the  value  of  the  exports  by 
upwards  of  $230,000,000  or  £50,000,000  sterling; 
and  yet  amidst  all  this  induction  with  halfof  it  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  unencumbered  with  impost  of 
any  kind,  the  entire  trading  community  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  been  and  still  continues  involved  in 
an  unparalleled  pecuniary  inability  and  embarrass- 
ment; before  we  enter  on  an  elucidation  of  (jiis 
extraordinary  anomaly  we  will  exhibit  in  detail  all 
the  facts  bearing  on  the  subject,  from  which  our 
readers  may  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves  in  re- 
spect to  the  conclusions  we  shall  draw  from  them; 
the  observations  we  offered  in  our  last  week’s  cir- 
cular in  respect  to  the  principle  of  consignments  to 
America  will  be  found  not  undeserving  of  reference 
to  the  inordinate  excess  of  imports  into  the  United 
States,  which  the  accompanying  stafementexhibits. 
We  shall  confine  our  further  remarks  ou  this  occa- 
sion, to  the  recital  of  those  great  historical  events 
which  will  suffice  to  account  for  the  extraordinary 
extent  (in  comparison  with  every  other  nation  ex- 
cept England)  which  the  external  commerce  of  the 
Uniled  States  has  attained,  and  for  (he  several  ex- 
tremes which  have  occurred  during  the  last  thirty- 
five  years. 

The  French  revolution,  which  so  soon  followed 
the  recognition  of  the  federal  government  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  several  powers  of  Europe,  in 
conjunction  with  the  then  prevailing  prepossession 
in  favor  of  a democratic  form  of  government,  tended 
not  merely  to  draw  numbers,  but  wealth,  intelli- 
gence and  skil)  from  various  parts  of  Europe,  to 
settle  and  apply  their  energies  in  the  United  States, 
while  the  war  declared  by  England  against  France 
in  February,  1793,  soon  fed  to  such  an  obstruction 
of  the  external  commerce  of  France,  Holland  and 
Spain,  as  to  transfer  the  carrying  of  the  colonial 
produce  of  those  nations  to  American  ships:  this  will 
suffice  to  account  for  the  vast  amount  and  excess  of 
import  into,  and  of  foreign  producere-exported  from 
the  United  States  from  1794  to  1808,  (the  details  of 
the  first  nine  years  will  appear  in  a subsequent 
number);  up  to  this  period,  the  seeming  extension 
of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  w as  more  an 
European  than  an  American  operation;  the  Ameri- 
cans being  merely  the  carriers,  and  not  the  ostensi- 
ble parties  involved  in  the  risks  and  consequences 
of  the  enterprise;  at  the  same  time  the  enormous 
rates  of  freight  which  the  Americans  realized  as 
carriers  constituted  the  means  of  great  induction 
of  import  for  consumption;  but  as  the  intervention 
of  American  carrying  under  the  mask  of  neutrality 
tended  to  nullify  all  the  effects  produced  by  Eng- 
land by  her  war  achievements,  consequent  on  the 
supply  and  resource  which  the  nominal  neutrality 
of  America  afforded  to  the  enemies  of  England,  it 
left  Great  Britain  no  alternative  but  to  counteract 
by  all  the  means  in  her  power  the  insidious  inter- 


vention of  such  neutrality,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  interposition  which  it  became  the  duty  of  Great 
Brilain  to  exercise  in  counteracting  the  same,  the 
United  States  resoited  to  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary acts  of  self-denial  in  national  privation  which 
the  page  of  history  records,  in  an  entire  suspension 
of  all  external  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  all  other  parts  of  the  world;  this  peurile,  and  as 
it  proved,  seif-recoiling  measure  entitled  an  “em- 
bargo act,”  passed  into  a law  on  the  22d  December, 
1807,  and  continued  till  April,  1S09.  This  will  suf- 
fice to  account  lor  the  sudd.en  diminution  of  amount 
which  the  accompanying  statement  exhibits  subse- 
quent to  1807;  the  United  States’ custom  house  year 
commences  on  the  first  October,  consequently  the 
amount  which  the  statement  herewith  exhibits 
shows  the  extent  of  transactions  from  the  20th  Sep- 
tember to  the  22d  December,  1807,  and  that  for  the 
year  1809,  from  April  to  the  30th  Sept,  in  that  year; 
the  year  1808,  that  is  from  January  to  January, 
having  been  one  of  entire  suspension  of  all  legal 
mercantile  operations;  what  consequences  would 
have  resulted  to  the  United  States  by  a longer  con- 
tinuance of  that  measure,  it  is  now  as  difficult  to 
determine  as  it  would  be  useless  to  conjecture, 
while  it  is  not  altogether  undeserving  of  reflection; 
no  measure  could  have  possibly  proved  more  futile 
than  it  did,  aimed  directly  as  it  was  at  Great  Bri- 
tain; it  not  only  “scath’d  not,  but  it  miss’d  the  ring 
entirely,”  for  instead  of  finding  the  way  more  clear 
by  her  abstinence,  on  resuming  activity  she  not  only 
found  it  additionally  obstructed,  but  several  of  her 
most  advantageous  points  of  intercourse  actually  in 
possession  of  England;  and  deeming  all  attempts  at 
reinstating  or  maintaining  a beneficial  neutrality 
hopeless,  the  United  States,  in  1811,  resolved  again 
to  suspend  all  external  intercourse,  further  than  to 
allow  of  the  return  of  all  outlying  ships  and  proper- 
ty that  could  be  obtained  preparatory  to  a conve- 
nient opportunity  for  an  open  declaration  of  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Such  opportunity  seemed 
to  present  itself  at  the  period  when  Napoleon  was 
vainly  indulging  in  the  conquest  of  Europe,  by 
planting  his  standard  of  victory  on  the  battlements 
of  Moscow;  it  was  at  that  critical  and  ever  memo- 
rable period  when  great  Britain  was  left  without  a 
single  ally,  that  the  United  Statps,  on  the  18th  of 
June,  1812,  issued  her  denunciation  of  war  against 
Great  Britain,  and  which  continued  till  December, 
1814;  this  experiment  we  consider  redounding  as 
little  to  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  United  States 
as  did  her  former  one  in  1807,  but  at  the  present 
time  we  deem  it  a fitter  subject  on  all  sides  for  re- 
flection, than  for  comment  or  observation,  it  suffi- 
ciently explains  thedisparity  in  the  accompanying 
account  in  the  years  1812-14;  this  suspension  of 
social  intercourse  was  followed  by  an  extraordinary 
large  importation  from  England  in  1815-16,  com- 
pensated for,  in  part,  by  a large  accumulation  of 
capital  that  had  taken  place  even  during  the  war 
for  large  supplies  of  flour,  rice,  &c.  covertly  intro- 
duced for  the  consumption  of  the  British  army  then 
in  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  1812-13;  the  exportation 
of  wheat  flour  from  the  United  States  in  those  two 
years,  notwithstanding  the  war,  having  amounted 
to  2,700,000  barrels,  when  its  value  in  England  was 
not  less  on  an  average  than  £3:10:0  per  barrel;  the 
diminished  amount  of  imports,  in  1821,  1826  and 
1830,  denote  successive  periods  of  inordinately  in- 
creased rates  of  impost  on  British  products,  the 
effect  and  consequences  of  which  to  England  we 
shall,  by  the  time  we  have  exhibited  the  whole  of 
the  statistical  details,  fully  explain. 

On  taking  a general  view  of  the  exports  of  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  through  the  whole  pe- 
riod from  1803  to  1839,  the  aggregate  increase  will 
be  seen  to  result  entirely  from  the  single  article  of 
cotton  wool,  the  produce  exclusively  of  the  slave 
portion  of  the  population;  all  other  articles  indicate 
a stationary  or  decrease,  rather  than  an  increase,  the 
average  of  the  iast  five  years  being  less  than  the 
average  of  the  first  five  years  of  the  period,  not- 
withstanding a marked  increase  under  the  head  of 
manufactures;  and  what  is  still  more  remarkable, 
when  the  extent  and  inherent  fertility  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  territory  is  considered,  the  entire  annual 
exports  of  all  the  products  of  the  United  States, 
(cotton  wool,  the  produce  of  slave  labor  excepted), 
do  not  exceed  hall  the  value  of  the  products  of  Ire- 
land, annually  exported  from  thence  to  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  if  we  further  separate  tobacco,  also  the 
produce  of  slave  labor,  all  the  other  products  do  not 
equal  a third  part,  if  a fourth  of  the  value  of  the 
exports  of  Ireland  as  abovementioned.  In  our  next 
we  shall  exhibit  the  extent  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  direct, 
and  with  twelve  other  European  countries,  and  also 
with  British  America  and  with  China,  and  show 
that  the  bulk  of  the  inordinate  excess  of  import  into 
the  United  Sta'es,  during  the  last  nine  years,  has 
been  exclusively  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain. 
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An  account  in  dollars  of  merchandise  exported  from,  and  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  of  ( Annual  commercial  statement.  We  have 


North  America  in  each  of  the  36  years  1903 — 1838. 


1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 
1807 
180S 

1809 

1810 
1811 
1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 
183S 
1839 


"av.  £ 
o ©•  « 

fci 

2.635.000 
3,433,423 

2.884.000 

3.116.000 

2.804.000 

832.000 

1.710.000 

1.481.000 
1,413,000, 

935.000 

304.000 

188.000 
912,000 

1.331.000 
1,671,000! 

2.187.000 

2.024.000 

2.251.000 
1,499,188 
1,384,539 
1,658,224 
1,610,990 
1,595,065 
1,473,388 
1,575,333 
1,693,980 
1,817,100 
1,725,270 
1.889,472' 
2,559,538 
2,402  469 
2,071,493 
2,174.524 
2,666,058 
2,711,452 
3,175,576 


4.850.000 
4,654,466 

5.261.000 

1.861.000 

5.476.000 
1 399,000 

4.583.000 

4.978.000 

5.286.000 

2.701.000 
1,107,700 

570,000 

3.901.000 

7.293.000 

6.484.000 
5,691  000 

4.927.000 
5,304,006 
3,794,341 
3,815,542 
4,498,911 
4,889,646 
4,938,949 
3 951,250 
3,343,970 
3.889,611 
3,681,759 
4,192,047 
4,263.477 
4,347,794 
4,986,339 
4,457,997 
5,397,004 
5,361,740 
5,472,213 
5,200,499 


7.920.000 
7,404,117 

9.445.000 

8.332.000 
14,232,000 

2.221.000 

8.515.000 
15.108,000: 

9.652.000 

3.080.000 
2,324  000 

2.683.000 

17.529.000 

24.106.000 

22.628.000 
31,334  000 
21,082,000 
22,309,000 
20,157.484 
24,035,058 
20  445,520 

21.947.401 
36,S46,649 
25,025,214 
29,359,545 
22,487,229 
26,575,311 
29,674,883 
25,289,492 
3l,724,6S2 
36,191,105 

49.448.402 
64,961,302 
71,284,925 
63,240,102 
61,556,811 


6.230.000 

6,000,000 

6.341.000 

6.572.000 

5.476.000 
838,000 

3.774.000 


© r-  © 


19,845,001) 

16,981,145 

15.776.000 

18.271.000 

18.124.000 
3,687,000 

10.945.000 


5,048,00oj  1 3,344,000 

2.150.000  23,754,000 
1,514,000)19,971,000 

319.000  20,478,000 

232.000  2,698,000 

8.235.000  13,044,006 
12,809,000  16,439,000 

9. 230. 00025. 364.000 

31.563.000 

20.342.000 


7,969,000 

5,643,962 

6,222,833 

6,232,672 

4,855,566 

6,115.623 

5,347,208 

6,775,123 

5,269,960 

4,982,974 

5,586,365 

4,892,388 

5,999,769 

5,755,968 

6,596,305 

8,250,577 

10,058.640 

5,795,647 

7,392,025 


11,207,000 

9,601.546 

11,014,503 

11,918,534 

12,092,231 

11,275,479 

10,880,579 

11,128,475 

10,858,735 

12.396,299 

11,722,084 

17,079,543 

11,691,732 

13,725,246 

11,337,080 

12,838,035 

10,282,359 

9,346,532 

9,145,621 


S 2 


1 355,000 

2.189.000 

2.300.000 

2.707.000 

2 120,000 

344.000 

3.145.000 

2.405.000 

3.039.000 
1,355  000 

390.000 

411.000 

1.553.000 

1.755.000 

2.202.000 

2.439.000 

9.441.000 

2.019.000 
2,262,622 
2,483,052 
2,357,527 
3,264.421 
3,169,115 
5,852,733 
6,386  846 
5,993.401 
5,716,100 
5,910,903 
6,752,683 
5,984,507 
6 323,030 
5,998,012 
7,154.391 
5,912,867 
7.835,757 
8,483,321 


fa  i 


373.000 

488.000 

663.000 

486.000 
88,300 

104,700 

791.000 
1,049,000 

734.000 


625,000 
707,751 
918,567 
994,020 
1,889.245 
3,003.865 
525  338 
550,400 
481,793 
530,650 
656,477 
1,119,992 
830,448 
933,541 
1,115,873 
1,413,199 
1,350,091 
1,159,611 
979,979 


_ -o  i,  "e 
.Jc-a  v,  ■£ 


13,594,072 
36,231,597 
53,179  019 
60,283,236 
59,643,558 
12,997,414 
20  797,531 
24,391,295 
16  022,790 
8,495, 127 
2,847,845 
145  169 
6,583,350 
17,138,556 
19,358,069 
19,426,696 
19,165,683 
18,088,029 
21,302,489 
22,286,202 
27,543,622 
25,337,157 
32,590,642 
24,539,612 
23,403,136 
21,595,017 

16.658.478 

14.387.479 
20,033,526 
24,039,473 
19,822,735 
23,312,811 
20.504  495 
21,746,360 
21,854,962 
12,462,795 


Export. 


55,800,033 
77,699,074 
95,566  021 
101,536,963 
108,343,150 
22,430,960 
52,203,231 
66,757,974 
61,316,831 
38,527,236 
27,855,997 
6,927,441 
52,557,753 
81,920,452 
87,671,569 
93,281,133 
70,142,521 
69,691,669: 
64,974,382 
72,160,281 
74  699,030 
75,986,657 
99,535,388 
77,595,322 
82,324.827 
72,264,686 
72,358,671 
73,849,508 
81.310,583 
87,176,943 
90,140,433 
104,336,973 
121,693,577 
128,663,040 
117,419,376 
108,486,616 
118,359,104 


Import. 


64,666,666 

85,000,090 

120,000,000 

129,000,000 

138.500.000 
56,990  000 

59.400.000 

85.400.000 

53.400.000 

77.030.000 
22  005.000 

12.965.000 
113,041,274 

147.103.000 

99.259.000 

121.750.000 

87.125.000 
74  450,000 
62,585,724 
83,241,541 
77,579,267 
80,549,007 
96,340,075 
84,974,477 
79,484,068 
88,509.824 
74,492,527 
70,876,920 

103,191,134 

101,029,266 

108,118,311 

126,521,332 

149,895,742 

189,980,035 

140,989,217 

113,717,404 

157.609,560 


The  following  statement  shows  the  quantity  of  flour  and  grain  exported  in  each  of  the  eighteen  years  1821-38, 
and  of  bullion  imported  in  each  of  the  thirteen  years  1826  38. 

BARREL  OF  196  LBS. 


BUSHELS  OF 


Value  in  dollars 


Year. 

f 

% 

/ 

of  bullion  im - 

Wheal  flour. 

Rye  flour. 

Indian  meal. 

Wheat. 

Indian  corn. 

ported. 

1821 

*105,619 

23,523 

131,669 

25,812 

607,277 

1822 

827,865 

19,971 

148,288 

4,418 

509,098 

1823 

756,702 

25,666 

141,501 

4,272 

749,034 

1824 

996,792 

31,879 

152,723 

20,373 

779,297 

1825 

813,906 

29,545 

187,285 

17,960 

869,644 

1826 

857,820 

14,472 

158,625 

45,166 

505,381 

6,880,966 

1827 

865,491 

13,345 

131,041 

22,182 

78,674 

7,819,574 

1828 

860,809 

22,214 

174,639 

8,906 

704,902 

7,489,741 

1829 

837,385 

34,191 

173,775 

4,007 

897,656 

7,403,612 

1830 

1,225,9S1 

26,298 

145,301 

45,289 

444,107 

8,155,964 

1831 

1,806,529 

19,100 

207,604 

408,910 

571,312 

7,305,945 

1832 

864,919 

17,254 

146,712 

88,304 

451,230 

5,907,504 

1833 

955,768 

36,038 

146,678 

32,221 

487,174 

7,070,368 

1834 

835,352 

39,151 

149,609 

36,948 

303,449 

17,911,632 

1835 

779,396 

30,854 

166,782 

47,762 

755,781 

13,131,447 

1836 

505,400 

36,646 

140,917 

2,062 

124,791 

13,400,881 

1837 

318,719 

28,323 

159,435 

17,303 

151,276 

10,516,414 

1833 

448,161 

22,864 

171,843 

6,291 

172,321 

17,747,116 

The  annexed  statement  shows  the  exports  in 

each  of  the  three 

years  1333  and 

1837-38, in  a 

more  amplified 

received  from  Washington  the  annual  statement  of 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1839.  Some 
of  the  leading  facts  we  have  already  published. 
We  now  subjoin  a summary  statement  of  exports: 
Summary  statement  of  the  value  of  the  exports 
of  the  growth,  produce  and  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  year  commencing  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  1838,  and  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1839. 

The  sea. 

Fisheries — 

Dried  fish,  or  cod  fisheries,  $709,218 

Pickled  fish  or  river  fisheries, 

(heriing,  shad, salmon, mac- 
kerel), 141,320 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil,  315,484 

Spermaceti  oil,  85,015 

Whalebone,  288,790 

Spermaceti  candles,  178,142 


The  forest. 

Skins  and  furs, 

Ginseng, 

Products  of  wood — 

Staves,  shingles,  boards,  hewn 
timber, 

Other  lumber, 

Masts  and  spars, 

Oak  bark  and  other  dye, 

AH  manufactures  of  wood, 
Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin, 
and  turpentine. 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl, 


$1,917,969 


732,087 

118,904 


2,270,603 

327,687 

37,122 

309,696 

659,291 

688,800 

620,369 


Agriculture. 
Product  of  animals — 


5,764,559 


1.  Products  of  the  sea. 


2.  Produce  of  the  forest. 


form  than  above. 

Exports. 

C Whale  oil,  . . 

? Dried  fish,  . . 

( Spermaceti,  &c. 

('Lumber,  . . 

( Tar,  turpentine, 

^ Ashes,  pot  and  j 
| Skins  and  furs, 

^Other  articles, 


fFlour,  . , 

Grain,  &lc. 

3.  Products  of  agriculture.^  Rice, 


4.  Manufactured  articles. 

5.  Unenumerated  articles 


| Pork,  pickled, 
l^Beef,  &c.  . . . 

£ Cottons,  . . . 

2 Gold  and  silver  cc 
( 45  other  articles, 


6. 


Total  of  the  above, 

C Tobacco, 

\ Cotton  wool  36,191,105 


Total  exports, 


1833. 

1837. 

1838. 

• $924,810 

$1,271,545 

$1,556,775 

712,317 

588,506 

626,245 

765,342 

851,401 

992,556 

. 2,218,227 

2,584,746 

2,369,187 

483,712 

823,419 

703,394 

rl,  814,398 

731,596 

710,342 

841,933 

651,908 

633,945 

628,069 

680,644 

783,631 

5,613,010 

2,987,269 

3,603,299 

. 1,810,938 

1,686,920 

1,579,639 

2,744,418 

2,309,279 

1,721,819 

. 2,151,558 

1,299,796 

1,312,346 

1,405,322 

1,066,268 

1,028,504 

. 2,532,517 

2,831,473 

3,758,755 

, 366,842 

1,283,519 

472,941 

. 3,423,671 

3,720,765 

4,251,625 

933,541 

1,159,611 

979,978 

$28,370,625 

$26,528,665 

$27,074,981 

5,755,968 

5,795,647 

7,392,029 

36,191,105 

83,240,102 

61,556.811 

19,822,735 

21,854,962 

12,462,795 

$90,140,433 

$117,419,376 

$108,486,616 

*Tbis  is  an  error,  it  should  have  been  1,056,119,  but  it  is  correctly  copied  from  an  American  work  ia  which, 
the  error  was  detected,  after  the  edition  had  been  distributed. — Editor  Commercial  Register. 

[ Banker's  Circular. 


tie, 

371,646 

Butter  and  cheese. 

127,550 

Pork,  (pickled),  bacon,  lard 
live  hogs, 

1,777,230 

Horses  and  mules, 

291,625 

Sheep, 

15,690 

Vegetable  food — 
Wheat, 

144,191 

Flour, 

6,925,170 

Indian  corn, 

141,095 

Bye  meal, 

658,421 

Rye,  oats,  and  other  small  grair 

and  pulse. 

72,050 

Biscuit,  or  ship  bread 

349,871 

Potatoes, 

57,536 

Apples, 

60,875 

Rice, 

2,460,198 

Tobacco, 

Cotton, 

All  other  agricultural  products — 

Flaxseed, 

161,896 

Hops, 

72,425 

Biown  sugar. 

28,722 

Manvfactur 

esr 

Soap  and  tallow  candles, 

453,471 

Leather,  boots  and  shoes, 

173,859 

Household  furniture. 

361,840 

Coaches  and  other  carriages. 

58,950 

Hats, 

123,165 

Saddlery, 

42,743 

Wax, 

68,961 

Spirits  from  grain,  beer,  ale  and 
porter, 

142,085 

Snuffand  tobacco, 

616,212 

Lead, 

6,003 

Linseed  oil  and  spirits  of  tur- 
pentine. 

78,757 

Cordage, 

25,899 

Iron — pig  bar,  and  nails. 

134,588 

Castings, 

61,100 

All  manufactures  of. 

748,862 

Spirits  from  molasses. 

183,446 

Sugar  refined, 

521,117 

Chocolate, 

4,039 

Gunpowder, 

197,162 

Copper  and  brass, 

81,334 

Medicinal  drugs, 

97,418 

13,688,866 

9,832,943 

61,238,982 


263,043 


Cotton,  piece  of  goods — 
Printed  and  colored, 

White, 

Nankeens, 

Twist,  yarn  and  thread, 

All  manufactures  of, 

Flax  and  hemp — 

Cloth  and  thread, 

Bags  and  all  manufactures  of. 
Wearing  apparel. 

Combs  and  buttons, 

Brushes, 


412,661 

2,525,301 

1,492 

17,465 

18,114 

2.010 

2,047 

167.957 

37,966 

4,186 


4,175,011 
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Billiard  tables  and  apparatus,  2,504 
Umbrellas  and  pacasols, 

Leather  and  morocco  skins,  not 
sold  per  pound, 

Printing  presses  and  types, 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus. 

Musical  instruments. 

Books  and  maps, 

Paper  and  other  stationery, 

Paints  and  varnish, 

Yinegar, 

Earthen  and  stone  ware, 

Manufactures  of  glass. 

Tin, 

Pewter  and  lead, 

Marble  and  stone, 

Gold  and  silver,  and  gold  leaf,  5,264 

Gold  and  silver  coiu,  1,908,358 

Artificial  flowers  and  jewelry,  3,402 

Molasses,  3,438 

Trunks,  1,965 

Bricks  and  lime,  16,298 

Domestic  salt,  64,272 


11,618 

District.  Van  Buren. 

Whigs. 

Scat’g. 

1st  Clifford,  5,56S 

Appleton, 

4,560 

31 

12,952 

2d  Smith,  5,709 

Whitman, 

5,623 

70 

35,231 

3d  McCrate,  4,606 

Randall, 

5,200 

88 

2,036 

4th  Hubbard,  4,591 

Evans, 

7,143 

1 

7,413 

5th  Parris,  6,765 

Long, 

4,999 

23 

32,854 

6th  Davie,  7,839 

Tenney, 

7,042 

228 

80,049 

7th  Lowell,  5,033 

Noyes, 

Crosby, 

4,626 

11 

41,450 

8th  Anderson,  5,727 

3,519 

161 

4,743 

11,645 

45,838 

42,712 

613 

43,488 

2 whigs  and  6 4 

Scattering, 

613 

19,981 

12,637 

7,661 

V.  Buren  men  > 
elected.  ) 43,325 

43,325 

Articles  not  enumerated- 
Manufactured, 

Other  articles. 


5,515,520 


542,909 

694,089 


1,236,998 


103,533,891 
[Journal  of  Commerce. 

Mail  robber  arrested  and  money  reco- 
vered. Chas.  Bostwick,  the  robber  of  the  mail 
near  Springfield,  Ohio,  last  winter,  was  lately  ar- 
rested at  that  place,  and  about  $18,000  ot  his  ill- 
gotton  plunder  recovered  from  him. 

THE  ARMY. 

New  York,  Sept.  8.  Gen.  Scott  and  col.  'Worth 
are  now  in  this  city,  just  arrived  from  the  north. 

Florida.  We  have  received  by  the  steamer  San- 
tee, capt.  Poinsett,  the  following  from  our  attentive 
correspondent: 

Fort  Holmes,  Sept.  5,  1840. 

Sir:  The  express  has  just  arrived  from  the  west 
and  says  that  capt.  Beall,  2d  dragoons,  has  taken 
three  young  warriors  prisoners,  fifteen  miles  N.  W. 
of  Fort  Clinch — every  little  helps. 

Excuse  haste,  as  I write  while  the  horses  are 
changing. 

A slip  from  the  Savannah  Georgian,  under  date 
of  the  12th  instant,  mentions  that  on  the  30th  ult. 
the  express  rider  between  Pilatka  and  Fort  King 
was  shot  in  the  wrist  by  Indians. 

On  the  31st,  a detachment  often  soldiers  on  their 
way  from  Fort  Tarver  to  Micanopy,  was  fired  on 
by  Indians.  Three  of  its  soldiers  were  killed,  the 
rest  escaped. 

On  the  2d  instant,  Hillary  Parsons,  a young  man 
of  about  eighteen,  was  shot  by  a party  of  Indians, 
about  7 miles  from  Biack  creek,  on  the  Newnans- 
ville  road. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Macedonian  and  Erie  were  be- 
low at  New  York,  fiom  Boston,  on  Monday  after- 
noon. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Flirt,  lieut.  McLaughlin,  has 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  from  Florida,  in  distress. — 
She  was  bound  to  New  York. 

Orders — dug.  3— Purser  Thos.  Gadsden,  Charles- 
ton station. 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Adams,  naval  asylum,  Philadelphia. 

4 —  Lieut.  S.  P.  Lee,  detached  from  W.  1.  squa- 
dron, and  leave  three  months. 

5—  Surgeon  Win.  F.  Patton,  detached  from  Le- 
vant, and  two  months  leave. 

6—  Lieut.  J.  C.  Walsh,  survey  of  stores,  navy 
yard,  Washington. 

Passed  midshipman  John  B.  Dale,  coast  survey 
under  lieut.  Blake. 

7 —  Midshipman  Henry  Rodgers,  W.  I.  squadron. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  election  for  governor,  legislature  and  mem- 
bers of  congress  took  place  on  Monday  last  the  14th 
instant. 

As  being  useful  for  the  puspose  of  comparison, 
we  insert  the  following  tables,  showing  the  state  ol 
parties  at  the  elections  of  1838  and  1839,  in  this 
state. 

For  governor. 

Fairfield,  (V.  Buren) 

Kent,  (whig) 


V.  Buren  plurality, 
Scattering, 

Fairfield’s  majority, 


1838. 

1839. 

46,216 

41,033 

42,897 

34,74S 

3,321 

6,290 

486 

208 

2,835 

6,082 

V.  B.  majority,  2,513 

The  following  are  the  reglarly  nominated  candi- 
pates  at  the  election  on  Monday  last. 

Van  Buren.  Whig. 

For  governor. — J.  Fairfield,  Edward  Kent. 

For  congress. 

Waldo,  Ab.  Marshall,  S.  A.  Kingsbury, 

Somerset'  & | John  Hubbard>  George  Evans, 

York,  Nathan  Clifford,  D.  Goodenow, 

Cumberland,  Albert  Smith,,  W.  P.  Fessenden, 

Oxford,  N.  S.  Littlefield,  Zed.  Long, 
Lincoln,  Janies  Sewell,  E.  H.  Allen, 
Hancock,  &c.  Josh.  B.  Lowell,  J.  C.  Noyes. 

In  the  Oxford  district  the  friends  of  Y.  D.  Parris, 
the  present  Van  Buren  representative,  held  a meet- 
ing and  placed  him  in  nomination  for  re-election, 
and  in  the  Hancock  district  a Mr.  Wheeler,  was 
nominated  at  a meeting  of  Van  Burenmen  opposed 
to  the  regular  nomination. 

Of  the  result  of  the  election  which  took  place  on 
the  14th  inst.  we  have  returns  from  the  Cumberland 
congressional  district  sufficient  to  ascertain  that  Al- 
bert Smith,  the  present  Van  Buren  representative, 
has  been  beaten  by  W.  P.  Fessenden  (whig)  by  a 
small  majority.  The  votes  in  this  district  at  the 
election  in  1838  were,  Albert  Smith  (V.  B.)  5,709; 
Whitman  (whig)  5,623;  scattering  70.  The  result 
now  in  all  the  towns  in  the  district  except  one,  Dan- 
ville, which  in  1838,  gave  Smith  a majority  of  44,  is, 
Fessenden,  5,698 

Smith,  5,522 

Scattering,  25 

The  success  of  the  whigs  in  Cumberland  county 
gives  them  four  senators,  which  it  is  said  insures 
them  a majority  in  the  state  senate;  this  is  deemed 
of  the  more  importance  as  a United  States  senator 
is  to  be  elected. 

York  gives  a Van  Buren  majority  of  about  800; 
this  and  partial  returns  from  Lincoln  and  Kennebec 
show  a whig  gain  of  some  700  votes  on  the  election 
of  1838,  so  lar  as  heard  from. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  law's  delay . We  learn  from  the  Dover  N. 
H.  Enquirer  that  the  court  of  common  pleas  closed 
its  session  at  Gilford  on  Monday  the  24th  ult.  after 
setting  three  weeks.  There  were  620  actions  on 
the  old  docket  and  330  new  entries.  Three  cases 
only  were  delivered  to  the  jury,  and  but  one  verdict 
returned  by  them.  The  court  was  occupied  from 
Thursday  of  the  first  week,  until  its  adjournment, 
with  the  case  of  Scribner  vs.  Rollins,  but  the  jury 
being  unable  to  agree,  the  case  was  continued  for 
another  trial.  It  is  stated  that  the  jury,  for  their 
services  in  that  single  case,  have  received  from  the 
county  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  and 
that  it  has  alieady  cost  the  parties  over  three  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  “going  to  law”  is  a beautiful 
thing! 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  grand  fair  to  aid  in  the  conslntdion  of  the 
Bunker  Hill  monument,  was  opened  in  Quincy  Hall 
on  Tuesday  the  8th.  Nothing  was  to  b^  sold  the 
first  day  but  confectionary. 

Amongst  the  contributions  mentioned  are  the 
following: 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  says:  “A  lady,  now 
a resident  of  Charlestown,  who,  to  use  her  own 
language,  heard  the  warring  of  the  musketry  and 
cannon,  and  saw  the  smoke  of  the  conflagration  on 
the  ever  memorable  17th  June,  ’75,  has  with  her 
own  hands,  prepared  several  articles,  such  as  indis- 
pensables,  socks,  &c.  and  sent  them  in  aid  of  the 
great  object  of  the  Bunker  Hill  fair.” 

The  New  Bedford  Express  says:  A lady  of 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  eighty  years  of  age,  who  was 
the  wife  of  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
has  made  with  her  own  hands,  twenty  large  and 
beautiful  pin  cushions,  which  have  been  received 
at  the  office  of  deposite  in  New  Bedford,  for  arti- 
cles for  the  Bunker  Hill  fair. 

The  president  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument 
association  has  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a dona- 
tion for  the  monument  fund,  of  $600  from  the  ladies 


of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  with  a very  handsome  letter 
from  their  treasurer,  Saloma  G.  Hazard;  also  of  a 
donation  of  $150  from  Miss  Mary  Otis,  treasurer 
of  the  ladies  of  Fair  Haven;  also  of  a donation  of 
$200  from  a gentleman  of  Boston.  The  ladies  of 
a number  of  towns  in  Worcester  county  have  made 
contributions  for  the  same  object,  and  paid  them 
over  to  the  treasury  of  the  ladies  of  Worcester. 

The  Boston  Courier  says:  “Among  the  many 
beautiful  articles  which  have  been  contributed  for 
the  fair,  is  an  interesting  figure  of  an  Indian  Saga- 
more, sent  as  a delegate  by  the  ladies  of  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  the  generous,  high-souled  sachem  of 
the  Wampanoags,  Massasoit,  the  true  and  steadfast 
friend  of  the  pilgrim  fathers — he  whose  friendly 
care  fostered  and  protected  the  infant  colony,  which 
has  since  sent  forth  her  sons  by  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands,  to  reclaim  the  wilderness,  and  make 
her  desert  places  glad.  The  figure  is  remarkably 
well  conceived,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  an  object  of 
interest  to  those  whose  native  state  derives  its 
name  from  thi3  renowned  chief.  He  is  supposed 
to  be  making  his  friendly  feelings  known,  and  offer- 
ing the  pipe  of  peace  to  the  pilgrims.  His  dress 
is  made  of  an  Indian  dressed  dear  skin.  The  em- 
broidery on  the  skirt  and  mantle  is  accurately  co- 
pied from  an  Indian  tobacco  pouch.  The  beads 
which  ornament  them  are  genuine  wampum.  The 
tomahawk  and  knife  are  in  his  belt;  the  stonp, 
with  one  arrow  at  his  feet,  emblematic  of  his 
peaceful  intentions;  the  pouch,  filled  with  tobacco, 
at  his  waist.  The  form  and  attitude  of  the  Indian 
dog  have  been  pronounced  perfect.  The  parch- 
ment, on  which  is  written  the  name  and  character 
of  Massasoit,  is  beautifully  drawn — the  devices  all 
relating  to  Indian  life. 

One  is  a China  plate — once  the  property  of  the 
ancient  governor,  Dudley,  and  known  to  be  more 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  old.  The 
other  is  a snuff-box,  formerly  owned  by  the  cele- 
brated French  minister,  Talleyrand,  and  purchased 
by  a gentleman  of  Boston,  at  the  sale  of  the  ex- 
bishop’s effects.  This  would  be  a valuable  acqui- 
sition to  any  one  who  might  wish  to  enjoy  a pinch 
of  snuff'  from  the  hox  from  which,  no  doubt,  the 
fingers  of  Napoleon  have  often  drawn  an  exhilirat- 
ing  provocative.” 

Congressional  candidate.  In  the  congressional 
district  now  represented  by  John  Reed,  who  de- 
clines a re-election.  Barker  Burnell,  of  Nantuck- 
et, has  been  nominated  as  the  whig  candidate. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election.  The  Providence  Journal  of  Friday 
gives  the  names  of  the  representatives  elected  from 
all  the  towns  in  the  state,  excepting  five,  from 
which  it  appears  that  46  whigs  and  16  V.  B.  have 
been  elected.  The  five  towns  yet  to  be  heard  from 
will  probably  return  3 whigs  and  7 V.  B.  Should 
this  be  so,  the  next  legislature  will  be  divided  as 
follows: 

Whigs.  V.  B. 

Senate,  II  0 

House  of  Rep.  49  23 

60  23 

Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot,  37. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Whig  electoral  ticket.  The  whig  state  conven- 
tion met  at  Hartford  on  Tuesday,  and  nominated 
the  following  ticket  for  presidential  electors: 

For  Hartford  co.  Hezekiah  Spencer,  of  Suffield. 

For  New  Haven  co.  James  Brewster,  of  New 
Haven. 

For  New  London  co.  Adam  Larabee,ofLedyard. 

For  Fairfield  co.  Rneben  Booth,  of  Danbury. 

For  Litchfield  co.  Peter  Bierce,  of  Cornwall. 

For  Windham  co.  Philip  Pearl,  of  Hampton. 

For  Tolland  co.  John  S.  Peters,  of  Hebron. 

For  Middlesex  co.  Timo.  Green,  of  East  Haddan. 

NEW  YORK. 

Census  oflhe  city  of  Albany.  The  population  of 
the  city  of  Albany,  as  ascertained  by  the  United 
States  assistant  marshal,  who  has  recently  complet- 
ed taking  the  census,  is  as  follows: 


1st  Ward, 

White  White  Col'd.  Col'd. 

males,  females,  males. females. 
4.531  4,810  197  245 

Total . 
9,783 

2nd  Ward, 

3,192 

3,483 

56 

69 

6,800 

3rd  Ward, 

1,902 

2,135 

38 

65 

4,140 

4th  Ward, 

3,418 

3,666 

61 

80 

7,225 

5th  Ward, 

- 2,686 

2,927 

26 

40 

5,679 

15,729 

17,021 

378 

499 

33,627 

Population  in  1835. 


1st  Ward, 
2nd  Ward, 
3rd  Ward, 
4th  Ward, 
5th  Ward, 


7,638 

5,742 

3,844 

6,351 

4,510. 


In  1840. 
9,783 
6,800 
4,140 
7,225 
5,679 


28,085  33,627 


Increase. 

2,145 

1,058 

296 

874 

1,169 

5,542 
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Population  of  the  cities: 


1835. 

1840. 

Increase. 

Albany, 

Troy, 

28,085 

33,627 

5,542 

16,959 

19,373 

2.414 

Buffalo, 

15,661 

18,356 

2,695 

Rochester, 

14.404 

20,129 

5,725 

Rochester,  it  will  be  seen,  presents  far  the  greater 
ratio  of  increase. 

A revolutionary  hero,  named  Daniel,  otherwise 
Dr.  Jones,  a colored  man,  was  “held”  yesterday  at 
the  upper  police  to  pay  $1  per  week  for  the  support 
of  apiclcaniny,  which  Adeline  White,  a white  wo 
man,  hailing  from  Vermont,  swore  unto  him.  The 
doctor  denied  the  soft  impeachment,  but  she  swore 
to  the  liuson,  and  the  magistrate  locked  him  up  until 
he  could  procure  bail  or  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  $-1  per  week  [ Times. 

PENNSYLVANIA.  

Van  Buren  electoral  ticket,  e"' 

James  Clarke  of  Indiana,  ) 

e>  5 


Geo.  G.  Leiper,  of  Delaware 


■ senitorial 


1.  Geo.  W.  Srnick, 

2.  Benj.  Mifflin, 
Frederick  Stoever, 

3.  Win.  H.  Smith, 

4.  John  F.  Steinman, 
John  Dowlin, 
Henry  Myers, 

5.  Daniel  Jacoby, 

6.  Jesse  Johnson, 

7.  Jacob  Able, 

8.  Geo.  Christman, 

9.  Win.  Schoener, 

10.  Henry  Dehuff, 

11.  Henry  Logan, 


12.  Frederick  Smilh, 

13.  Charles  McClure, 

14.  Jacob  M.  Gemmill, 

15.  Geo.  M Hollenback, 

16.  Leonard  Prouts, 

17.  John  Horton,  jr. 

18.  Win.  Piiilson, 

19.  John  Morrison, 

20.  Westley  Frost, 

21.  Benj.  Anderson, 

22.  Win.  Wilkins, 

23.  Abm.  K.  Wright, 

24.  John  Findley, 


25.  Stephen  Barlow. 

The  election  takes  place  the  30th  of  October. 

Gubernatorial  candidates.  The  Milton  Ledger 
has  placed  the  name  of  governor  Porter  at  the  head 
of  their  paper  for  renomination  for  governor,  sub- 
ject to  the  decision  of  the  4th  of  March  convention. 
The  Jefferson  county  “Backwoodsman,”  subject  to 
the  same  decision,  has  place  the  name  of  George  M. 
Keim  up  for  the  same  office! 

Congressional  candidates.  The  following  are  the 
candidates  for  congress  as  far  as  heard  from: 
District.  Whig.  Van  Buren. 

1.  J.  Wasb’n  Tyson,  Charles  Brown, 

„ ( Joseph  C.  Neal. 

J Andrew  Miller. 

Charles  J.  Ingersoll.f 
John  L.  Pearson.  ' 


4. 


Charles  Naylor,* 

C John  Edwards,* 
? Jeremiah  Brown, 
(Francis  James,* 


Charles  Ogle,* 


Peter  Newhard.* 
Valentine  Hummel. 
James  Gerry.* 

John  Snyder. 


Albert  G.  Marchand.* 

20.  Enos  Hook.* 

21.  Joseph  Lawrence,  Isaac  Leet.* 

22.  William  Wilkins. 

23.  William  Jack. 

25.'  W.  A.  Irwine,  Arnold  Plumer.* 

In  the  present  congress  the  delegation  stands  11 
whigs  and  17  Van  Buren  men. 

The  election  takes  place  on  the  2d  Tuesday 
(13th)  of  October. 

DELAWARE. 

Delaware  is  at  present  the  scene  of  a very  active 
struggle,  preparatory  to  the  forthcoming  election. 
The  legislature  now  lo  be  chosen,  will  have  to  elect 
a governor  and  two  United  States  senators. 

VIRGINIA. 

Whig  gathering  at  Wheeling.  The  whig  papers 
assert  that  at  least  thirty  thousand  persons  attended 
the  meeting  on  the  3d  inst. 

The  Pittsburg  Gazette  says:  Those  who  have  re- 
turned gave  the  most  glowing  descriptions  of  the 
whole  affair;  none  of  those  with  whom  we  have  con- 
versed, pretend  to  express  the  delight  and  gratifica- 
tion which  they  received  from  their  visit  and  slay  at 
that  spirited  and  hospitable  place.  The  assemblage 
was  truly  immense;  the  lowest  estimate  we  have 
heard  of  the  enthusiastic  collection  of  freemen,  is 
25,000;  some  go  far  above  that  number.  A friend 
has  furnished  us  the  following  statement  of  thesub- 
stantials  furnished  for  the  public  table:  360  hams,  26 
sheep,  20  calves,  1,500  lbs.  beef,  8,000  lbs.  bread, 
1,012  lbs.  cheese,  4,500  pies. 

Besides  this,  every  Harrison  house  in  Wheeling 
was  abundantly  supplied,  and  open  throughout  the 
day;  above  five  hundred  banners  were  displayed 
alolt,  and  exhibited  the  appearance  of  the  top  gal- 
lant masts  of  numerous  shipping  with  their  flags 
flying. 

The  noble,  generous  inhabitants  of  that  city  have 
won  the  hearts  of  Pittsburghers,  whom  they  could 


k *Members  of  die  present  congress. 

tlrregular  V.  B.  candidate,  Morton  M.  Michael;  no- 
minated by  some  of  the  partizans  of  gov  Porter. 


not  conquer;  and  our  delegates  are  all  willing  to  ad- 
mit, that,  although  Wheeling  is  not  the  “head  of  na- 
vigation,” she  must  be  very  near  the  fountain  head 
of  hospitality. 

A convention  of  whigs  was  held  at  Portsmouth, 
on  the  10th  inst.  Among  the  speakers  on  the  occa- 
sion was  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  who  addressed  the 
meeting  for  three  hours. 

GEORGIA. 

Savannah  city  election.  The  administration  tick- 
et succeeded  at  the  election  on  the  7th  inst.  by  an 
average  majority  of  81  votes. 

Van  Buren’s  majority  in  1836,  over  White,  in 
Chatham  county,  which  includes  the  city,  was  175; 
in  1834,  the  Jackson  majority  in  the  city  was  280; 
in  1835,  it  was  195;  in  1836,  it  was  198;  in  1837, 
in  was  144;  in  1838, 139;  in  1839,  there  was  no  con- 
test; and  in  the  recent,  in  which  more  votes  were 
taken  than  on  any  previous  occasion,  902  votes 
having  been  taken,  the  majority  is  81. 

ALABAMA. 

The  Bellefonte  Courier  states  that  almost  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  population  of  Jackson  county, 
Alabama,  are  suffering  from  a prevailing  epidemic, 
supposed  to  be  bilious  fever. 

Mr.  Boyd,  the  whig,  candidate  for  the  senate  of 
Alabama,  in  Sumter  county,  having  resolved  to 
contest  the  election  of  his  Van  Buren  opponent, 
(Mr.  Jones),  the  latter  has  resigned,  with  the  in- 
tention of  submitting  the  matter  anew  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

Col.  Thomas  Riddle,  senator  elect  from  Green 
county,  to  the  Alabama  state  legislature,  died  re- 
cently of  congestive  fever. 

LOUISIANA. 

Election.  The  following  is  the  returns  from  the 
3d  congressional  district,  which  were  not  received 
when  we  inserted  the  result  of  the  late  election — 
and  are  registered  now  for  reference. 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Moore  ( W.J  Winn  (Mm.) 
St.  Landry  and  Calcasieu,  535  330 

St.  Mary,  314  86 

St.  Martin,  361  69 

Rapides,  355  398 

Lafayette,  288  301 

Avoyelles,  155  276 

Catahoula,  000  108  maj. 

Carroll,  54  122 

Concordia,  212  75 

Madison,  113  117 

Ouachita,  196  146 

Union,  000  101  “ 

Natchitoches,  289  483 

Caldwell,  35  111 

Caddo,  000  8 « 

Claiborne,  000  143  “ 

2,907  2,874 

Moore’s  majority,  S3. 

Avalanche  at  Playquemine.  Sept.  4th.  The  New 
Orleans  Bee  has  the  following  letter: 

“We  are  in  the  midst  of  desolation;  the  whole 
level  in  front  of  the  town  is  gone;  tny  newspaper  of- 
fice has  taken  a trip  down  the  river  in  company  with 
several  other  buildings,  and  I have  only  had  time  to 
save  the  materials  of  the  printing  establishment.  I 
am  completely  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  beg  you 
to  excuse  my  not  giving  more  ample  details  of  this 
public  calamity.  I can  merely  add  in  a few  words, 
that  more  than  eight  arpents  front  by  an  average 
depth  of  about  300  feet  has  been  swept  away,  and  it 
is  my  opinion  that  it  will  not  stop  there,  for  every 
thing  seems  to  indicate  that  the  ground  will  continue 
to  slide  off  for  several  days  to  come.” 

Health.  The  city  of  New  Orleans  remains  up  to 
the  8th  inst.  quite  healthy,  but  accounts  from  the  in- 
terior are  very  unpleasant.  There  is  much  sickness 
on  the  coast. 

Insurrection.  Letters  received  in  New'  Orleans 
from  Opelousas  state  that  four  hundred  negroes  had 
planned  an  insurrection  in  the  parish  of  Lafayette, 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  at  Vermillionville, 
on  the  night  of  the  2'2d  instant.  Most  providential- 
ly a negro  belonging  to  Mr.  Mercier  told  his  master 
of  the  circumstance,  and  the  principal  ringleaders  to 
the  number  of  twenty,  were  immediately  arrested, 
nine  of  whom  were  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  the 
27th  ult.  We  have  since  heard  that  four  white  abo- 
litionists, who  instigated  the  negroes  to  revolt,  have 
been  arrested  and  placed  in  confinement. 

[2V.  O.  Bee,  Sept.  2. 

The  N.  Orleans  papers  state  that  about  2 o'clock, 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  September  a fire  broke 
out  at  the  lower  cotton  press,  or  rather  in  a building 
attached  to  the  same,  which  was  destroyed,  together 
with  a quantity  of  bagging,  rope  and  other  articles. 
Loss  estimated  at  $30,000. 

ILLINOIS. 

Election.  The  Springfield  (Illinois)  Journal  of 
the  4th  instant,  gives  complete  returns  of  the  vote 


in  all  the  counties  of  Illinois,  at  the  recent  August 
election.  From  these,  it  appears  that  the  aggregate 
vote  of  the  whig  ticket  is  40,203;  and  the  aggregate 
Van  Buren  vote,  41,843 — showing  an  aggregate 
vote  in  thestate  of  82,046,  and  a Van  Buren  majority 
of  1,640. 

KENTUCKY. 

Inauguration.  The  hon.  Robert  P.  Fletcher  and 
Manlius  V.  Thomson  were  respectively  qualified  on 
Wednesday,  the  2d  instant,  as  governor  and  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati  common  schools.  The  annual  report 
represents  the  schools  as  being  in  a very  flourishing 
condition.  Pupils  received  during  the  year  5,037 

Number  of  teachers  64 

Cost  of  education  for  each  pupil  $7  50 

Total  expenditures  $19,604  35 

Census  of  Cincinnati.  The  officer  employed  to 
take  the  census  of  Cincinnati  reports  that  he  has 
finished  the  census  of  the  fourth  ward  and  accom- 
panies his  returns  with  some  interesting  remarks. 
Among  the  older  inhabitants  of  the  ward,  some  in- 
stances of  longevity  are  mentioned;  one  a woman 
of  95,  another  a man  of  91,  and  a third  aged  101. 
This  last  is  a native  of  Ireland,  and  recollects  the 
landing  of  Thurot  in  1762.  Since  the  last  census 
a man  lias  died  in  Cincinnati  “who  stood  by  Wolfe 
when  his  glorious  victory  and  death  made  him  im- 
mortal in  both  worlds.” 

The  number  of  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tion is  set  down  at  ten  or  twelve  for  that  city. 
They  are  said  to  be  all  temperate,  intelligent  men 
— a fact  which  may  account  for  their  protracted  age 
satisfactorily  enough  without  recurring  to  John 
Randolph’s  remark  that  “a  pension  was  the  true 
elixir  vitae,  and  did  more  to  render  man  immortal 
than  any  thing  else.” 

The  writer  in  his  report  goes  on  to  say: 

There  are  a great  number  of  widows,  and  women 
deserted  by  their  husbands,  in  this  city.  Of  these 
I have  found  four  and  five  cases  in  one  house.  I 
am  glad  my  employment  does  not  bring  me  into 
the  surveyof  these  persons  winter  privations  and 
sufferings.  The  cases  of  those  whose  husbands 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  mortality  which  under  so 
many  shapes,  on  the  river,  and  at  New  Orleans, 
carries  man  to  his  grave,  deserves  our  sympathy  far 
less  than  that  of  those  who  mourn  the  absence  of 
partners  ignorant  whether  they  be  dead  or  living, 
and  whether  necessity  or  choice  prevents  their  re- 
turn or  accounts  for  their  silence.  How  many, 
alas,  are  continually  forgetting  in  such  absence 
from  home,  and  families,  one  of  the  most  s»cred 
duties  of  life,  to  provide  for  the  support  and  train- 
ing for  usefulness  of  their  families.  I found  in  the 
fourth  ward  persons  w ho  have  lived  on  or  adjacent 
to  the  spot  they  now  occupy,  28,  33  and  40  years. 
These,  in  a new  country  like  ours,  are  remarkable 
cases.  In  another  ward  I found  two  brothers  re- 
pectable  mechanics,  who  were  born  on  the  ground 
which  they  still  occupy  with  their  dwellings 

TENNESSEE. 

General  Jackson.  On  Wednesday  morning,  19th 
ult.  five  hundred  of  general  Jackson’s  friends  rode 
out  from  Nashville  to  the  Hermitage,  to  render  him 
their  heartfelt  homage  of  gratitude.  The  general, 
apprized  the  day  belore  of  their  intended  visit,  re- 
ceived his  guests  with  a suitable  entertainment.  It 
was  gratifying  to  all  to  find  him  in  his  usual  good 
health  and  spirits.  He  visited  Nashville  next  day, 
and  returned  to  the  Hermitage  on  Friday. 

Ex  speaker  Polk  presented  by  a grand  jury.  The 
grand  jury  at  the  Sevier  county  court,  in  Ten. 
have  presented  governor  Polk,  of  that  state,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“The  executive  of  our  state,  James  K.  Polk, 
instead  of  being  found  at  his  post,  executing  the 
laws,  and  devising  means  for  improving  the  deplo- 
rable condition  of  the  country,  and  restoring  it  to 
the  prosperity  it  has  lost,  he,  our  said  governor,  is 
found  traversing  the  state,  conducting  an  election- 
eering campaign  for  the  elevation  of  others,  and  to 
keep  in  train  the  system  which  is  so  oppressive, 
and  in  power  the  rulers  who  ask  for  power  at  such 
a price. 

“This  we  present  as  a most  serious  grievance — a 
dereliction  of  duty  in  one  w'ho  ought  to  be  a high 
functionary — an  evil  example  to  others  who  may 
be  prompted  to  do  the  like,  and  which,  in  the  eud, 
will  prove  the  overthrow  of -our  free  institutions. 

“We  therefore  call  for  a change  of  rulers;  and,  in  the 
spirit  of  that  freedom  which  we  so  much  prize,  U'e 
call  upon  every  man  to  inquire;  and,  as  he  wishes 
to  avert  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  that  in  November 
each  and  every  one  wilf  appear  at  the  polls,  and, 
by  means  of  the  ballot  box,  make  the  change  and 
revolution  effectual.  James  Seaton. 

“ Foreman  of  the  grand  jury.’' 
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IOWA. 

Census  o/1840.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
that  the  population  has  nearly  doubled  itself  within 
the  last  two  years.  At  the  enumeration  of  1838  it 
was  22,859;  on  the  1st  of  June  last  43, N7. 

Population  of  Iowa — Census  of  1840, 


Clayton  county 

Delaware 

Dubuque 

Jackson 

Jones 

Clinton 

Linn 

Scott 

Muscatine 
Cedar 
Johnson 
Louisa 


1,945 

171 

3,056 

1,432 

475 

800 

1,385 

2,193 

1,042 

1,225 

1,504 

1,925 


Washington 
Henry 
Jefferson 
Van  Buren 
Lee 

Des  Moine3 


Attached  to  V.  B 


1,572 

3,782 

2,780 

6,030 

6,096 

5,646 


42,981 

136 


43,117 


The  Burlington  Gazette  states  that  the  health  of 
Iow'a  territory  is,  thu3  far  this  season,  universally 
good.  The  crops  of  wheat,  rye  and  oats  have  been 
as  abundant  as  usual,  and  the  crop  of  corn  will  be 
very  large. 


FLORIDA. 

A deluge  in  the  south.  The  Apalachicola  Gazette 
of  29th  August,  states  that  the  town  has  been  visit- 
ed with  rain  lor  fifty  days  in  succession,  and  that 
the  earth  in  that  region  is  absolutely  saturated  with 
water.  Perennial  vegetation  has  almost  been 
drowned  out,  and  in  consequence  of  the  humid  at- 
mosphere miriads  of  insects  infest  the  air,  while 
millions  of  small  toads  and  tadpoles  have  appeared 
in  several  of  the  principal  streets.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  evils  the  general  health  of  the  town  has 
been  good,  and  commerce  brisk  for  the  season. 

A melancholy  accident  happened  at  Apalachicola 
lately.  Four  persons  were  drowned  in  attempting 
to  pass  from  St.  George  Island  to  the  pilot  boat 
anchored  a short  distance  from  the  shore.  The 
names  of  those  who  perished  were  Mrs.  Wm.  Roan, 
Mrs.  Lewis,  her  son,  a boy  of  six  years  of  age,  and 
Mr.  Ross,  one  of  the  pilots  of  that  harbor. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  president’s  opinion  upon  the  subject 

OF  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS — THE  RIGHT  OF  SUF- 
FRAGE, &C. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  31  st  nil. 

Interrogatories,  propounded  to  the  president  by  a 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  Illinois,  have  called  out 
from  him  a paper  on  atrite  subject,  which  will  impart 
to  it  additional  interest,  and  we  have  no  doubt,  great- 
ly improve  the  legislation  of  congress  in  regard  to 
it,  as  the  consequence  of  the  influence  of  his  views 
on  the  public  mind.  The  letter  throughout  is  admi- 
rable. The  document  referred  to,  as  embodying  his 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  will  be 
published  in  a few  days. 


Danville,  Illinois,  May  23,  1840. 

Sir:  You  are  now  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States  for  re-election.  We  claim  it  as  the  privilege 
of  citizens,  to  propose  for  your  consideration  and 
answer  the  following  interrogatories: 

1st.  If  re-electedj  should  a bill  pass  congress  abo- 
lishing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  would 
you  oppose  the  law? 

2d.  Do  you  approve  of  pre-emption  laws? 

3d.  Did  you,  or  not,  as  a member  of  the  “conven- 
tion of  amendments,  for  amending  the  constitution 
of  the  state  of  New  York,”  vole  against  a pro- 
position “to  restrict  the  right  of  voting  to  white  ci- 
tizens?” 

4th.  Did  you,  or  not,  vote  in  the  same  convention 
to  allow  negroes  who  were  worth  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  the  right  of  voting? 

5th.  Did  you,  or  not,  advocate  in  the  same  con- 
vention a property  qualification  as  necessary  for  all 
electors? 

6th.  Did  you,  or  not,  in  the  same  convention,  pro- 
pose and  advocate  the  principles  of  justices  of  the 
peace  being  appointed  by  the  governors? 

7th.  Have  you  examined  “Holland’s  life  of  Van 
Buren,”  of  date  1835,  and  if  so,  is  it  a faithful  and 
true  history  of  your  political  opinions? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  servants, 

W.  FITH1AN, 

GEORGE  MAY, 
MICHAEL  CLINE, 

WM.  McKIBBERS, 
WILLIAM  WRIGHT, 
JAMES  PARMER, 

J.  C.  ALEXANDER, 
MILTON  LESLEY, 
ADAM  SILLAVENT, 

D.  H.  REED, 

WM.  J.  MOORE, 
SAMUEL  PARTLOW. 

M.  Van  Buren,  president  United  States. 


Washington,  August  20,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I informed  you,  upon  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  propounding  to  me  several  questions, 
that  I would  reply  to  them  in  full  season  for  the  ob- 
ject you  had  in  view’.  I now  proceed  to  do  so. 

Your  first  question  seeks  information  as  to  the 
course  I would  pursue,  if  elected,  in  regard  to  a 
bill  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

My  views  upon  this  subject  have  been  repeatedly 
given  to  the  public,  and  more  particularly  in  a let- 
ter addressed  by  me  but  a short  time  before  the  date 
of  your  communication,  to  a committee  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  I send  you  a copy  of  (hat  letter,  in  which 
you  will  find  a full  answ’er  to  your  question. 

You  next  ask  me,  “whether  I approve  of  pre- 
emption laws?” 

There  are  not  many  subjects,  within  the  scope  of 
federal  legislation,  of  greater  importance,  or  which 
I have  regarded  with  greater  solicitude,  than  that  to 
which  this  question  refers.  It  deserves  to  be  so  consi- 
dered, as  well  on  account  of  the  interest  which  all  the 
states  have  in  a wise  and  equitable  disposition  of  the 
public  lands,  as  of  the  bearing  which  this  particular 
branch  of  the  general  question  ha3  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  the  states,  in  which  the  lands  are  situated, 
and,  especially,  upon  the  individual  welfare  of  a 
large  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  every  part  of 
the  union.  My  views  in  regard  to  the  proper  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands  were  asked  by  a portion 
of  my  fellow  citizens  of  New  York,  as  far  back  as 
1835,  immediately  after  my  nomination  for  the  pre- 
sidency. They  were  then  given  in  the  following 
terms;  “I  regard  the  public  domain  as  a trust  fund, 
belonging  to  all  the  states,  to  be  disposed  of  for  their 
common  benefit.  Ample  authority  is  for  that  pur- 
pose, conferred  upon  congress  by  an  express  provi- 
sion of  the  constitution.  In  making  such  disposi- 
tion, that  body  should,  in  my  opinion,  act  upon  the 
principle,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
a greater  interest  in  an  early  settlement  and  sub- 
stantial improvement  of  the  public  lands,  than  in  the 
amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  derived  from  them. 
To  accomplish  this  object,  the  accumulation  of  large 
tracts  in  a few  hands  should  be  discountenanced,  and 
liberal  facilities  afforded  to  the  acquisition  ol  small 
portions  by  such  of  our  citizens,  wherever  residing, 
as  are  in  good  faith  desirous  of  possessing  them  as 
homes  for  themselves  and  families.  The  particular 
measures  by  which  these  results  are  to  be  secured, 
are  matteis  of  detail  to  be  settled  by  congress  in  the 
exercise  of  a sound  discretion,  aided  by  the  lights 
of  experience,  and  having  reference  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  country.”  These  sentiments  were 
repeated  in  my  letter  to  the  honorable  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, and  have  guided  my  action  upon  the  general 
subject  since  I have  been  in  office.  Pre-emption 
laws  could  not  be  overlooked  in  considering  the 
measures  by  which  these  principles  must  be  carried 
into  practical  effect.  Such  laws  had  been  occasion- 
ally enacted  during  the  administration  of  my  prede- 
cessors, but  the  passage  of  them  has  not,  I believe, 
in  a single  instance,  been  recommended  by  the  exe- 
cutive. The  frauds  occasionally  resulting  from  them, 
and  apprehended  to  be  inseparable  from  their  exe- 
cution, and  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
possessions  they  were  designed  to  confirm,  were 
taken,  doubtless  had  an  influence  in  preventing  such 
recommendations.  The  propriety  of  such  recom- 
mendation was  carefully  considered  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  my  administration.  It  was  not  without  he- 
sitation that  I decided  to  depart  from  the  course  of 
my  predecessors  in  the  matter.  Believing,  however, 
upon  mature  reflection,  that  good  would  result  from 
placing  the  pre-emption  system,  in  some  respects, 
upon  a different  footing  from  that  which  it  had 
hitherto  occupied,  I brought  the  subject  to  the  no- 
tice of  congress  in  my  first  annual  message,  and  re- 
commended the  passage  of  a pre-emption  law  for 
the  present,  and  such  a graduation  of 'the  price  for 
the  public  lands,  for  the  future,  as  would  produce  an 
equally  beneficial  result  by  affording  liberal  facilities 
for  the  early  settlement  of  them,  and  enable  the,  in- 
dustrious poor  to  obtain  small  tracts  upon  reasona- 
ble terms.  A pre-emption  law  was  passed,  but  the 
graduation  bill  failed.  The  execution  of  the  former 
act  proved  to  be  eminently  successful,  and  was  at- 
tended with  the  happiest  consequences,  in  quieting 
titles,  and  in  securing  to  industrious  settlers  their 
improvements.  It  was  also,  to  a very  gratifying 
extent,  free  from  the  frauds  which  had  been  prac- 
tised under  former  laws.  Thousands  of  hard  work- 
ing men,  coming  from  all  quarters  of  the  union,  ac- 
quired, under  it,  a home  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  which  most  of  them  could  not  otherwise 
have  obtained,  whilst  large  sums  of  money  were 
received  into  the  public  treasury  from  this  source. 
These  results,  which  were  communicated  to  con- 
gress in  my  last  annual  message,  have  had  a pow- 
erful tendency  in  removing  in  some  quarters,  and 
qualifying  in  others,  objections  to  this  species  of 


legislation,  and  doubtless  contributed  mainly  to 
the  passage  of  another  pre-emption  bill  at  the  last 
session. 

Seldom  indeed,  if  ever,  has  the  legislation  of  any 
country  produced  a measure  for  the  encouragement 
and  advancement  of  honest  industry,  which  has  been 
more  beneficent  and  useful  in  its  operation  than  have 
the  pre-emption  laws  ot  the  United  States  for  the 
last  two  years.  Their  provisions  are  doubtless  sus- 
ceptible of  still  greater  improvement.  Whether  they 
shall  be  passed  periodically  hereafter,  will  depend 
in  a greater  degree  upon  the  use  which  is  made  of 
the  privileges  they  secure.  The  reasons  in  favor  of 
such  a course,  or,  at  least,  an  equally  liberal  policy, 
towards  that  enterprising,  hardy,  and  too  often  de- 
pressed class  of  men,  who  partake  most  largely  of 
the  benefit  they  confer,  are,  indeed,  of  a very  im- 
posing character.  It  cannot  be  disguised  that  the 
almost  invariable  tendency  of  all  legislation,  which 
looks  to  the  advancement  of  special  interest,  is  to 
aggrandize  those  who  stand  least  in  need  of  its  as- 
sistance. This  result  is  not,  in  general,  to  be  traced 
to  any  settled  predetermination  to  foster  the  inte- 
rests of  the  richer,  in  preference  to  those  of  the 
poorer  classes,  but  to  the  greater  activity  of  the 
former  impressing  their  objects  upon  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  and  still  more  to  the  materials 
of  which  our  legislative  bodies  are  usually  compos- 
ed. Through  a want  of  confidence  in  themselves, 
and  in  each  other,  there  is  not,  generally,  a due 
proportion  of  the  producing  classes  elected  to  the 
state  legislatures,  or  to  congress.  While  there  is 
little  direct  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmer 
and  mechanic,  and  scarcely  any  for  their  special 
benefit,  our  statute  books,  particularly  those  of  the 
states,  are  filled  with  laws  designed  to  secure  special 
advantages  to  some  other  classes.  To  tax  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  enrich  particular  individuals  by  giving 
them  the  amount  of  the  tax,  would  be  deemed  an 
outrage;  but  the  same  thing,  in  substance,  is  often 
accomplished  unobserved,  by  grants  of  corporate, 
and  other  special  privileges.  In  the  exercise  of  these 
privileges,  a great  number  of  people  become  depen- 
dent on  a few,  and  that  number  increases  as  these 
privileges  are  increased,  and  as  population  advances. 
The  final  consequence  is  a reduction  of  the  price  of 
labor,  until,  as  in  other  countries,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  laboring  class,  only  able  to  procure  the  bare 
means  of  subsistence,  are  doomed  to  hopeless  po- 
verty and  perpetual  dependence.  Pre-emption  laws 
not  only  serve  to  check  this  tendency  of  the  many 
special  privileges  already  existing  in  our  country, 
but  afford  also  relief  against  the  evils  which  are  thus 
produced.  If  wages  become  so  low  as  to  afford  no 
profit  to  the  laborer  beyond  a bare  subsistence, 
he  can,  at  any  time,  not  only  deliver  himself  from 
a condition  so  dispiriting,  but  become  an  indepen- 
dent farmer  by  settling  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the 
west.  A few  years  of  industry  and  economy  will 
enable  him  to  pay  for  a small  tract,  and  acquire 
the  means  of  living  comfortably  educating  his 
children,  and  establishing  them  respectably  in  the 
world. 

In  counteracting,  therefore,  the  effects  of  mono- 
polies, as  they  operate  unfavorably  upon  the  work- 
ing classes,  I look  upon  the  pre-emption  laws  as  a va- 
luable expedient.  But  it  is  not  in  this  point  of  view 
alone,  that  laws  of  this  character  deserve  to  be  favo- 
rably regarded.  The  pre-emptioner,  after  having  oc- 
cupied, for  a short  period,  the  land  on  which  he 
enters,  and  made  it  productive  by  his  labor,  pays  for  it 
the  government  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre.  The  results  of  many  years  experi- 
ence show  that  this  is  equal,  or  nearly  so,  to  the 
average  amount  actually  received  by  the  government 
for  all  its  lands,  however  sold,  excluding,  perhaps 
from  the  calculation,  the  sales  of  brief  seasons  of 
great  inflations  of  the  currency  and  extravagant  spe- 
culation, like  those  of  1819  and  1836.  These  mo- 
neys are  paid  into  the  national  treasury,  and  exone- 
rate the  people  of  all  the  states  from  taxes  to  an 
amount  greater  by  two  or  three  per  cent,  than 
that  received  for  the  lands,  being  the  difference  in 
the  expenses  of  collection.  Whilst  the  people  of 
the  old  states  thus  receive  a fair  equivalent  for  their 
interest  in  these  lands,  the  states  in  which  they  are 
situated  receive  also  additional  advantages,  without 
prejudice  to  the  former.  Presenting,  as  the  new 
states  are  thus  enabled  to  do,  a place  of  refuge  and 
a comfortable  home  to  the  laborious  and  unfortunate 
of  every  state  and  country,  their  numbers  increase 
with  astonishing  rapidity  and  constitute  the  chief  ele- 
ment of  a state’s  prosperity;  an  industrious,  indepen- 
dent and  virtuous  population.  The  regret  which  some 
in  the  old  states  might  otherwise  feel  on  account  of 
the  withdrawal  of  many  of  their  inhabitants,  will  be 
assuaged  by  the  reflection  that  the  emigrants  are, 
generally,  bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh  of  their  flesh, 
bound  to  them  by  innumerable  and  indissoluble  ties, 
and  that,  as  communities,  they  can  never  have  a 
higher  political  interest  than  to  assist  us  in  raising 
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our  common  country  to  that  elevated  position  in  the 
family  of  nations,  which  she  is,  we  trust,  under 
the  Providence  of  God,  destined  to  occupy.  The 
justification  of  this  anticipation  depends,  in  no  in- 
considerable degree,  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  domain  is  disposed  o(  by  congress.  It  may, 
unfortunately,  pursue  such  a policy  as  shall  tend  to 
vest  large  tracts  of  public  lands  in  the  hands  of  a 
few,  and  prevent  that  distribution  of  them  among  the 
many,  which  is  most  congenial  with  republican  in- 
stitutions. 

Your  third,  fourth  and  fifth  questions,  relate  to  my 
course  in  regard  to  the  right  ot  suffrage  in  the  New 
York  state  convention.  Although  your  inquiries  are 
made  to  refer  to  a few  specific  points  only,  I do  you 
the  justice  to  believe  that  it  will  be  more  agreeable, 
as  it  certainly  must  be  more  useful,  to  be  informed 
of  the  ground  occupied  by  me,  with  the  reasons  for 
it,  upon  every  material  question  that  arose  in  that 
body  upon  the  vitally  important  subject  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  It  was  my  intention  to  prepare  a 
statement  containing  such  information  for  you,  and 
I have  for  some  time  been  waiting  for  the  requisite  in- 
termission in  my  unavoidable  official  duties  to  enable 
me  to  do  so.  I find,  however,  that  my  friends  at 
Albany,  sensible  of  the  injustice  which  had  been 
done  to  me  upon  the  subject,  in  various  and  remote 
quarters  of  the  union,  having  access  to  the  best 
means  of  information,  have,  of  their  own  accord,  and 
without  communication  with  me,  prepared  a full 
statement  of  the  matter,  and  published  the  same  over 
their  own  signatures.  Upon  a careful  examination 
of  this  document,  I find  it  to  contain  a true  and  fair 
exposition  of  my  course  in  the  convention,  upon  the 
subject  referred  to,  and  I send  it  to  you  as  such.  In 
its  details  you  will  find  not  only  the  particular  infor- 
mation you  seek,  but  also  additional  facts  in  regard 
to  other  branches  of  the  general  subject,  which  can- 
not be  otherwise  than  serviceable  in  enabling  you 
to  form  a correct  estimate  of  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  my  course. 

I did  not  advocate,  but,  on  the  contrary,  opposed 
vesting  in  the  governor  the  absolute  right  to  appoint 
justices  of  the  peace.  My  proposition  was  to  give 
the  nomination  of  justices  to  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors in  each  county,  (which  is  composed  of  indivi- 
duals annually  elected  by  the  people,  one  in  each 
town  in  the  county),  and  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  each  county.  When  they  agreed  in  their 
nominations,  the  governor  had  only  to  perform  the 
duty  of  issuing  commissions  to  the  persons  nominat- 
ed, but  if  these  two  bodies  presented  different  lists, 
he  had  the  right  of  selecting  from  either,  but  was 
eonfined  in  his  choice  to  the  names  thus  presented. 
To  do  justice  to  my  course,  it  is  necessary  that  you 
should  understand  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  adopted,  and  the  reasons  by  which  I was  influ- 
enced, as  they  were  assigned  at  the  time.  Under 
the  old  constitution,  almost  every  officer  of  the  state 
government  was  appointed  by  a council  of  appoint- 
ment. composed  of  the  governor  and  four  senators, 
selected  by  the  house  of  assembly.  Those  who  en- 
tertained the  erroneous  opinion  which  regards  the 
possession  of  patronage,  as  a source  of  popularity, 
and  an  engine  of  power  in  governments  like  our 
own,  attributed  the  long  ascendency  of  the  (hen  do- 
minant party  in  the  state,  to  the  influence  derived 
from  this  council;  and  were,  therefore,  slow  to  be- 
lieve, that  a majority  of  friends  of  that  party  in  the 
convention,  would  be  willing  to  abandon  it  entirely. 
Their  apprehensions,  in  this  respect,  were,  in  no  in- 
considerable degree,  confirmed,  when  I was  placed 
by  governor  Tompkins  (president  of  the  conven- 
tion) at  the  head  of  the  committee  on  the  appoint- 
ing power.  Our  report,  however,  put  to  flight  these 
suspicions,  by  recommending,  1st.  The  abolition  of 
the  old  council  of  appointment;  and,  2d.  That  the 
different  officers  of  the  government  should  be  select- 
ed and  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  The 
officers  of  the  militia,  principally  by  the  militia 
themselves;  the  state  officers  by  the  legislature;  she- 
riffs and  all  judicial  officers,  except  justices  of  the 
peace,  by  the  governor  and  senate;  clerks  and  dis- 
trict attorneys  by  the  courts;  mayors  and  clerks  of 
cities  by  the  common  councils  of  the  respective  ci- 
ties, and  justices  of  the  peace  by  the  people  of  the 
towns.  Most  of  these  recommendations  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  convention;  butsheriffs  and  clerks  of  coun- 
ties were  directed  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  manner  stated  above,  as 
having  been  proposed  by  me,  after  unessential  modi- 
fication. My  reasons  for  that  proposition  are  fully 
stated  in  the  copy  of  Holland’s  life,  which  has  been 
transmitted  to  me  bv  Mr.  Alexander,  one  of  the 
signer?  of  your  letter,  but  are  too  extended  for  inser- 
tion here.  Some  of  those  reasons  had  their  origin, 
as  you  will  perceive,  in  the  difficulties  which  we  had 
experienced  during  the  war,  111  consequence  of  the 
local  magistracies  being  for  a season  in  the  hands  of 
the  opposition,  and  a consequent  indisposition,  on 
my  part,  to  separate  the  executive,  whose  duty  it 


was  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  enforced,  from  all  agen- 
cy in  their  selection. 

Another  and  a prominent  reason  is  expressed  in 
the  following  extract  from  the  observations,  made  by 
me,  on  the  occasion:  “We  do  not,  sir,”  said  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  “deny  the  competency  of  the  people  to  make 
a proper  choice;  this  argument  has  been  unfairly  and 
untruly  stated.  Those  who  oppose  the  election  of 
jutices,  do  not  do  so  because  they  have  any  distrust 
of  the  people.  The  objection  to  having  them  elect- 
ed did  not  flow  from  that  consideration,  but  was  with 
respect  to  the  officer  elected.  It  was  because  the 
magistrate  would,  of  necessity,  be  acquainted  with 
all  who  opposed  and  all  who  supported  him.  This 
would  more  or  less  bias  his  mind  in  favor  of  those  to 
whom  he  owed  his  election.  It  would  be  giving  the 
rich  and  powerful  a great  advantage  over  the  poor; 
and  even  il  it  did  not,  it  would  excite  jealousy  and 
suspicion  of  unfairness  on  his  part,  which  in  its  ope- 
ration, would  be  nearly  as  prejudicial  to  the  public 
peace  as  if  real  injustice  was  done.  These  were  the 
reasons  which  had  led  him  and  others  to  doubt  the 
propriety  of  having  magistr  ates  elected.” 

The  constitution  of  New  York  has  subsequently 
been  so  amended  as  to  make  justices  of  the  peace 
elective,  and  although  I have  been  absent  from  the 
state  during  most  of  the  time  since  the  change,  I 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  system,  thus 
altered,  has  worked  well.  No  one,  I assure  you,  re- 
joices more  sincerely  than  I do  at  this  renewed  evi- 
dence of  the  competency  of  the  people  for  the  direct 
management  of  the  most  important  of  their  public 
concerns.  But  while  I am  thus  gratified  by  the 
change,  I cannot  regret  the  motives  by  which  I was 
actuated  in  supporting  the  measure  originally  adopt- 
ed. To  protect  the  weak  against  the  strong,  is  one 
of  the  chief  ends  for  which  civil  governments  are 
instituted.  We  may  differ,  for  none  of  us  are  infal- 
lible, about  the  means  of  accomplishing  this  cardinal 
object,  but  shall,  I trust,  never  do  so  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple. 

The  publication  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Alexander  is  a 
genuine  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  professor  Hol- 
land’s work.  I herewith  return  if,  with  the  remark 
that  it  was  written  without  communication  with  me, 
but  constains,  as  far  it  goes,  a substantially  correct 
history  of  my  political  course.  I am,  gentlemen,  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  W.  Fithian,  George  May,  Michael  Cline, 

and  others. 

CONTEMPLATED  VISIT  OF  COL.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  TO 
MICHIGAN. 

From  the  Free  Press. 

It  is  with  the  highest  degree  of  gratification  that 
we  lay  the  following  interesting  correspondence  be- 
fore our  readers  this  morning.  The  letters  of  col. 
Johnson  will  be  read  with  the  greatest  pleasure  by 
the  democracy  of  Michigan,  who  will  welcome  the 
visit  of  the  Kentucky  patriot,  statesman,  warrior  and 
philanthropist,  with  the  most  general  and  enthusi- 
astic joy.  An  early  meeting  of  the  democratic  state 
central  committee  should  be  held,  to  adopt  appro- 
priate measures  connected  with  the  reception  of  our 
distinguished  guest. 

Washington,  July  20,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  we  transmit  to  you  the 
correspondence  with  colonel  Johnson,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  his  intend- 
ed visit  to  Michigan.  Very  respectfully,  your  fel- 
low citizens,  JOHN  NORVELL, 

ISAAC  E.  CRARY. 

Hon.  Ross  Wilkins  and  others,  Detroit. 

The  original  of  the  following  letter  was  enclosed 
to  Messrs.  Norvell  and  Crary,'  w ith  the  request  to 
present  the  same  to  the  vice  president: 

Detroit,  June  11,  1840, 

To  the  hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson: 

Sib:  A number  of  your  fellow  citizens  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  desirous  to  see  and  greet  you 
near  the  scene  of  that  gallant  exploit  of  the  late  war, 
which  rescued  this  portion  of  our  common  country 
from  foreign  dominion,  and  in  which  you  bore  the 
most  prominent  part,  respectfully  request  you  to 
visit  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  your  return  from  con- 
gress, this  summer,  to  Kentucky. 

Identified  as  you  are  with  the  history  of  civil  li- 
berty, and  holding  so  high  a place  in  the  affections 
of  your  countrymen,  it  is  fondly  hoped  that  your 
acceptance  of  this  invitation  at  the  present  crisis, 
will  be  greatly  instrumental  in  preserving  and  main- 
taining those  free  principles  of  our  constitution  for 
which  you  perilled  your  life,  shed  your  blood,  and 
have  subsequently  met  the  denunciations  of  the 
parasites  of  the  moneyed  power;  a power  now  threat- 
ening to  bind  us  anew  as  colonies  to  Great  Britain. 
Very  respectfully,  your  fellow  citizens, 

John  McDonell,  YV.  Hale,  and  others. 


Washington,  June  19,  1840. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a let- 
ter from  a patriotic  and  respectable  portion  of  our 
democratic  fellow  citizens  of  the  state  of  Michigan, 
inviting  you  to  visit  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  your  re- 
turn from  congress,  this  summer,  to  Kentucky. 

Concurring,  as  we  cordially  do,  with  the  estimate 
which  they  have  formed  of  your  close  identity  with 
the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  your  ability  and  patriotism 
in  the  public  councils,  and  your  heroic  devotion  to 
your  country  in  the  field  of  battle,  it  affords  us  pe- 
culiar satisfaction  to  have  been  selected  as  the  or- 
gans for  the  communication  of  this  invitation  to  you. 

In  the  event  of  its  acceptance,  we  can  assuie  you, 
that,  your  reception  will  correspond  with  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  gratitude,  cherished  by  the  de- 
mocracy of  Michigan  for  your  distinguished  military 
services. 

Your  exertions  to  relieve  the  unfortunate  vindic- 
tive penalities  of  barbarous  laws,  the  philanthropy 
of  the  principles  which  have  guided  and  governed 
you  in  all  the  public  stations  which  you  have  held, 
and  your  sympathies  with  the  oppressed  of  other 
nations  have  been  equalled  only  by  your  gallantry 
and  sufferings  in  maintaining  the  honor  and  inde- 
pendence of  your  own  country. 

To  your  courage  and  perseverance,  to  those  of 
the  chivalric  Croghan,  the  brave  Perry  and  veteran 
Shelby,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  peculiarly  in- 
debted for  the  prompt  and  final  expulsion,  in  the 
late  war,  of  the  foreign  and  savage  invader  from 
their  borders,  for  their  permanent  relief  from  op- 
pression and  cruelty,  and  for  their  secure  return  to 
the  paths  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

They  cannot  but  anxiously  desire  to  see  you  in 
person,  to  take  you  by  the  hand,  and  to  evince  the 
grateful  sensibilities  with  which  your  name  is  al- 
ways associated  in  their  hearts. 

Your  presence,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  the  democracy' 
of  that  “beautiful  peninsula,”  will  animate  their 
exertions  for  the  maintenance  of  those  great  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  sound  government,  to  which 
vour  life,  in  one  unbroken  chain,  has  been  devoted 
and  for  the  continuance  of  that  safe  and  constitu- 
tional public  administration,  which  alone  can  ensure 
the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions. 

Permit  us  then  to  ask  you  to  make  one  more  sa- 
crifice of  personal  convenience  and  interest  to  the 
welfare  ofyour  country — and  to  subscribe  ourselves, 
as  we  sincerely  do,  your  friends  and  fellow  citizens' 
JOHN  NORVELL,  - 
ISAAC  E.  CRARY. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the  U.  Slates. 

Washington,  July  15,  1S40. 
Hons.  John  Norvell  and  Isaac  E.  Crary: 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ulf.  was  re- 
ceived, enclosing  the  invitation  of  your  patriotic  and 
intelligent  constituents  of  Detroit,  to  visit  that  in- 
teresting city.  I thank  you  for  the  kind  manner  in 
which  you  have  communicated  their  wishes-  and 
through  you  I beg  leave  to  give  my  reply.  ’ 

Your  expressions  of  approbation  of  my  public 
career  are  the  more  grateful,  because  I know  your 
sincerity  and  the  value  of  your  friendship;  but  to 
that  friendship,  arid  your  liberality  in  awarding 
P raise  to  the  honest  eiforls  of  a feeble  arm,  I must 
ascribe  much  of  what  you  have  said  in  relation  to 
me.  I know'  y-our  hands  incapable  of  penning  what 
your  hearts  do  not  indite;  and  I therefore  set  the 
higher  value  upon  this  testimonial  ofyour  approba- 
tion. 

The  circumstances  under  which  I drew  the 
sword  in  our  late  war,  were  such  as  would  have  in- 
duced either  of  you  to  do  the  same.  You  have 
never  voted  for  a measure  in  which  you  were  not 
conscientiously  sincere;  and  if  so  situated  as  to  re- 
quire the  peri!  of  your  lives  to  sustain  it,  you  would 
not  have  coun.dd  your  lives  as  your  own,  but  your 
country’s.  Such  was  my  situation. 

My  country  had  called  me  to  its  national  conn- 
cils;  and  I had  obeyed  the  call.  In  performing  my 
duty  there,  I had  given  a vote  which  contributed  to 
lender  the  dangers  ot  (he  field  necessary  for  its 
support.  My  country  now  called  her  citizens  to 
the  field;  and  I was  happy  to  call  myself  one  of  her 
citizens.  Could  I then  disobey  the  call?  No:  if 
my  constituents  must  perish  in  sustaining  a mea- 
sure to  which  I was  accessary,  I preferred  perish- 
ing with  them,  to  the  enjoyments  of  peace  and 
safety  while  they  were  braving  the  storm  of  battle. 
In  this  act  I performed  no  more  than  what  duty 
required;  and  I claim  no  merit  beyond  what  be- 
long? to  every  citizen  volunteer,  who  met  and  com- 
batted the  foe. 

My  course  in  the  legislature  of  my  country  has 
always  been  based  on  principle;  and  as  my  princi- 
ple has  never  changed,  so  it  has  dictated  a uniformi- 
ty of  action.  Your  principle  is  the  same;  and 
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therefore  it  is,  that  it  approves  the  measures  which 
I have  advocated. 

We  imbibed  our  republican  sentiments  in  the 
days  of  our  youthful  simplicity,  and  among  those 
who  were  practical  democrats.  They  knew'  no 
superior.no  inferior,  all  citizens  were  fellow  citi- 
zens— equal  in  power,  in  rights  and  in  rank.  On 
this  principle  we  have  not  ceased  to  act;  and  our 
republican  brothers  have  sustained  us.  I have  often 
congratulated  Michigan,  a state  on  which  my  af- 
fections are  so  strongly  fixed,  on  her  good  fortune 
in  finding  men  to  whom  her  first  national  interests 
are  confided,  who  could  not  be  tempted,  by  any 
earthly  consideration,  to  forego  those  principles. 

Men  of  greater  powers  than  I possess,  and  with 
the  best  intentions,  have  erred,  and  I know  I am 
liable  to  err. 

On  the  great  principles  of  republican  govern- 
ment, the  rights  of  suffrage,  the  rights  of  conscience, 
the  rights  of  equal  laws  and  immunities  .there  can 
be  no  mistake;  but  in  the  details  of  measures  best 
calculated  to  sustain  and  carry  out  those  measures, 
I may  have  committed  many  unintentional  errors; 
though  I can  say,  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  that 
not  one  error  has  been  voluntary. 

But  your  approbation  of  my  course,  tends  to 
confirm  my  judgment  in  favor  of  the  measures  in 
general  which  I have  advocated,  and  to  satisfy  me, 
that  when  I may  have  been  wrong,  the  errors  were 
pardonable. 

That  you  may  long  continue  to  enjoy  that  confi- 
dence of  your  fellow  citizens,  which  you  have  so 
richly  merited;  and  that  our  beloved  country  may 
still  be  favored  with  your  services  in  her  councils, 
is  ny  ardent  wish,  and  my  confident  hope.  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectivelv,  your  friend  and 
fellow  citizen,  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  July  15,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  Through  your  republican  senator 
and  representative,  Messrs,  Norvell  and  Crary,  I 
have  ' received  your  flattering  invitation  to  visit 
Michigan  after  the  close  of  the  session  of  congress. 
Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  honor  you  do  me 
in  this  kind  notice. 

A combination  of  circumstances  renders  your 
state  a subject  of  special  interest  to  me,  and  strong- 
ly inclines  me  once  more  to  visit  that  delightful  re- 
gion. For  more  than  twelve  years  after  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  British  in  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  continued  to  occupy  that  terri- 
tory. They  saw  its  importance  as  a frontier  and 
commanding  position,  to  either  nation;  and  they 
fortified  with  the  greatest  care,  the  two  strongest 
military  posts  then  within  the  territorial  boundary, 
Forts  Detroit  and  Mackinac.  It  was  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  that  they  eventually  relinquish- 
ed it.  To  the  present  day,  it  retains  all  the  impor- 
tance, to  which  are  superadded  the  extensive  im- 
provements, and  the  multiplication  of  an  intelligent 
population,  alike  distinguished  for  patriotism  and 
moral  excellence. 

Its  local  position  renders  the  state  of  Michigan 
of  deep  national  interest.  It  is  the  post  ordained 
by  nature  to  be  the  safeguard  of  all  our  northwest- 
ern frontier,  both  from  civilized  and  savage  Tops  — 
Scarcely  an  improvement  there  can  be  divested  of  a 
national  character,  and  in  providing  for  the  general 
safety  and  public  welfare,  it  is  hardly  possible  that 
the  general  government  can  do  too  much  for  Michi- 
gan. 

The  climate  of  the  country,  salubrious  and  exhi- 
lerating,  renders  it  alike  favorable  to  physical  and 
mental  enjoyment.  The  fertility  of  its  soil  affords, 
in  their  greatest  variety  and  richest  luxuriance,  all 
the  productions  of  nature  which  any  parallel  latitude 
on  earth  can  yield.  Let  its  fortifications  be  made 
impregnable;  let  the  hand  of  industry  improve  the 
advantages  which  nature  offers,  in  harbors  and  fa- 
cilities of  internal  intercourse:  let  the  moral  habits 
and  republican  principles  of  the  citizens  remain  un- 
contaminated; and  Michigan  will  long  exhibit  to  the 
world,  an  example  of  the  highest  state  of  bliss  which 
mar.  has  ever  known. 

When  the  government  which  ruled  the  provinces 
bordering  on  Michigan,  had  long  continued  a sys- 
tematic course  of  depradation  upon  our  national 
rights;  when  our  national  flag  was  humbled,  and  our 
independence  invaded,  wdien  negotiation  was  ex- 
hausted, and  the  last  ray  of  hope  extinguished,  it 
became  my  duty  to  vote  for  war;  and  having  done 
this,  I regarded  it  no  less  my  duty  to  exert  my  per- 
sonal energies,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  my  fel- 
low citizens,  to  give  efficiency  to  the  measure.  It 
was  foreseen  that  Michigan  w'ould  be  exposed  to 
attack,  and  a strong  force  was  assembled  there  for 
its  defence. 

Mackinac  had  fallen  by  surprise,  and  to  the  mor- 
tification of  eveiy  patriotic  American,  Detroit, 
through  moral  imbecility  or  treachery,  was  inglo- 
riously  surrendered  to  the  enemy.  From  that  mo- 


ment, the  whole  territory,  and  with  it  our  whole 
northwestern  border,  w'ere  exposed  to  British  inva- 
sion and  savage  cruelty.  Under  such  circumstances 
it  was  but  the  voice  of  patriotism— dhe  voice  of  jus- 
tice— the  voice  of  philanthropy,  that  called  me  to 
the  field.  I sought  no  distinction — I did  not  aspire 
to  military  fame— I fought  not  for  glory,  but  for  my 
country. 

My  only  ambition  was  to  do  my  duty  in  the  ser- 
vice. The  field  of  carnage  has  no  charms  for  me — 

I would  rather  contribute  to  make  life  happy,  than 
to  destroy  it,  even  in  an  enemy,  when  it  can  be 
done  with  safety.  But  I loved  my  country  as  I 
hope  ever  to  do,  and  when  her  service  called,  I 
could  not  remain  inactive. 

I volunteered  as  a private,  without  claiming  pro- 
motion— my  fellow  citizens  who  volunteered  upon 
the  same  principle,  honored  me  with  the  command 
of  a regiment  of  a thousand  men,  all  mounted  and 
equipped  at  their  own  expense,  and  all  ardent  to 
meet  their  country’s  foes,  only  for  the  sake  of  sus- 
taining their  country’s  rights.  With  such  asso- 
ciates, no  man  could  be  a coward,  no  heart  could 
fail  to  beat  with  patriotic  life.  It  was  under  such 
circumstances  that  I marched  to  Detroit  in  1813, 
the  second  year  of  the  war,  and  at  that  point  march- 
ed with  general  Harrison  and  gov.  Sheiby  to  pursue 
the  retreating  foe. 

The  enemy  had  evacuated  Detroit,  and  were 
falling  back  upon  their  resources  in  Upper  Canada, 
succored  by  a powerful  force  of  their  Indian  allies, 
who  were  continually  increasing  in  numbers.  By 
forced  marches  we  overtook  them;  and  as  in  duty 
bound,  we  iought  and  conquered  them. 

The  whole  British  force  was  taken,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  their  commander  and  a few  mounted  offi- 
cers, who  saved  themselves  by  the  fleetness  of  their 
steeds;  and  the  whole  savage  force,  with  the  loss  of 
their  favorite  chief,  suffered  a dreadful  carnage  and 
a total  defeat. 

But  the  storm  of  battle  had  beaten  heavily  upon 
me.  Disabled  with  five  wounds;  and  the  existence 
of  a very  precarious  life,  languishing  in  excrutiating 
pain,  I was  taken  to  Detroit  and  lodged  in  that  city 
of  hospitality  and  kindness.  There  the  hand  of 
benevolence  was  extended  to  me;  and  all  that  human 
skill  could  dictate  or  friendship  offer,  was  done  for 
me. 

Under  the  kind  attentions  which  I received  there, 

I soon  became  so  convalescent  as  to  be  able  to  com- 
mence my  travel  to  Kentucky.  Those  days  of  re- 
flection and  hospitality,  can  never  fade  from  my  me- 
mory— and  the  thought  never  recurs,  without  asso- 
ciating with  it  a grateful  recollection  of  the  favors 
which  I then  enjoyed,  and  an  increasing  solicitude 
for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  that  city. 

The  great  length  to  which  the  session  of  congress 
is  protracted — public  duties,  and  the  necessary  calls 
to  private  business,  render  it  inconvenient  for  me  to 
command  my  time;  but  if  circumstances  should  not 
present  insurmountable  obstacles,  I shall  be  at  De- 
troit on  the  28th  of  Sept.  Most  respectfully, 
RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON, 

To  John  McDane.ll,  esq.  and  others,  Detroit,  Mich. 

EX-PRESIDENT  JACKSON. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Gallatin  Union: 

Hermitage,  dug.  24,  1840, 

Sir:  Your  letter  ol  the  22d  instant,  reached  me 
to-day.  You  remark  that  ori  many  occasions  this 
summer  we  have  heard  it  charged  from  the  stump, 
that  our  talented  governor,  James  K.  Polk,  received 
from  me,  some  years  since,  a certificate  to  his  wil- 
lingness to  defend  his  person;  and  that  “on  a late 
occasion,  a gentleman  by  the  name  of  Peyton  stated 
that  Mr.  Wise  had  said  to  colonel  Polk,  when 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  ‘ you  are 
a damned  little  petty  tyrant;  I mean  this  personally; 
pocket  it;’  ” and  that  I had  endeavored  to  rescue 
the  speaker  from  disgrace,  by  giving  him  a certifi- 
cate that  his  conduct  was  not  improper  or  pusil- 
lanimous and  now  desire  to  know  from  me  whe- 
ther there  is  any  foundation  in  truth,  for  such  state- 
ments. 

I answer,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  authority 
for  such  statements.  Col.  Polk  never  in  his  life 
applied  to  ine  for  a certificate,  nor  did  1 ever  sup- 
pose or  believe,  that  one  w'as  required  by  him  from 
me  or  any  one  else,  to  sustain  his  personal  charac- 
ter. 

I recollect  that  when  Wise  assailed  him  as  spea- 
ker of  the  house  of  representatives,  using  probably 
the  expressions  you  have  quoted,  I spoke  of  Wise’s 
conduct  as  did  every  citizen  who  had  any  respect 
for  the  character  of  the  house,  in  strong  terms  of 
disapprobation.  And  I concurred  with  others  in 
the  opinion  that  the  speaker,  in  treating  such  black- 
guardism with  contempt,  pursued  the  course  which 
was  most  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  house, 
and  a just  self-respect.  But  the  idea  of  my  giving 
col.  Pollc  a certificate,  or  having  applied  for,  or  ob- 


tained one,  is  entirely  unwarranted,  and  could  only 
have  been  suggested  by  a mind  capable  of  false- 
hood and  of  applying  the  vulgar  language  you  have 
quoted  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duties.  I am,  very  respectfully  your 
ob’t  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Nashville  Banner  states  the  facts  to  be  these: 

We  (the  editors  of  the  Banner)  stated  that  whilst 
Mr.  Peyton  was  speaking,  he  asked  if  there  was 
any  gentlemen  present  from  Bedford  county  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  matter,  and  that  a dozen 
voices  in  the  crowd  spoke  out  and  said,  that  gov, 
Polk  had  read  such  a letter  in  a public  speech  at 
Shelbyville.  The  statement  was  made  by  citizens 
of  Bedford  county,  and  not  by  us.  The  issue  is 
between  gov.  Polk  and  his  own  constituents.  They 
say  he  read  a letter  to  them  in  order  to  prove  that 
gen.  Jackson  did  not  disapprove  of  his  conduct  in 
his  affairs  with  Wise.  He  says,  through  the  editor 
of  the  union,  that  it  was  not  a letter  he  read — that 
it  was  only  an  article  in  the  Globe  authorised  by 
general  Jackson .” 

gen.  Harrison’s  speech  on  abolition, 
Delivered  at  Carthage,  Ohio,  on  the  20 th  of  Au- 
gust, 1840. 

Having  recently  received  a letter  from  a person- 
al friend,  w'ho  is  a member  of  an  abolition  society, 
proposing  to  me  two  questions,  which  he  requested 
me  to  answer;  but  having  from  necessity,  arising 
from  the  absolute  impossibility'  of  my  answering 
the  numerous  letters  I receive  requiring  my  opi- 
nion upon  political  subjects,  declined  to  answer  any 
from  individuals,  I willingly  embrace  the  opportuni- 
ty of  answering  them  which  this  occasion  has  given 
me  without  violating  the  rule  I had  found  myself 
under  the  necessity  ot  adopting. 

The  questions  are  the  following,  viz: 

1st — Do  you  believe  the  people  of  the  United 
States  possess  an  unrestricted  right  to  discuss  any 
subject,  that  to  them  may  seen  worthy  of  conside- 
ration? 

2nd — Do  you  believe  the  people  of  the  U.  States 
have  the  right  to  petition  their  legislature  for  the 
redress  of  whatever  they  may  deem  a grievance, 
and  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  the  peti- 
tioners may  think  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
nation? 

I do  not  hesitate  to  answer  both  of  these  questions 
in  the  affirmative.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  our  own  state,  have  secured  to 
the  people  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  referred  to 
in  both  questions,  entirely'  unrestricted  but  by  their 
own  sense  of  propriety,  and  the  legal  rules  which 
protect  the  rights  of  others.  The  freedom  of  speech 
and  the  press  is  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
a free  government.  Without  it  we  might  call  our 
country  a republic,  but  it  would  be  so  only  in  name. 
Like  that  of  Rome,  under  the  emperors,  it  might 
be  a mask  to  cover  the  most  horrible  despotism. 
The  light  of  the  people  to  write  and  to  speak  open- 
ly and  freely  upon  all  matters  of  public  policy,  “is 
the  palladium  of  all  civil  and  religious  liberty.” 
The  authors  of  our  constitution  must  have  known 
that  it  would  be  subject  to  abuse  to  be  used  for  im- 
proper, and,  indeed,  sometimes  for  criminal  pur- 
poses; yet  they  declared  it  without  restriction. 
More  than  hall  a century  has  passed  away  since  it 
came  into  operation,  and  although  upon  one  memo- 
rable occasion  it  was  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  effect  to  councils  tending  to  paralyze  the 
efforts  of  the  nation,  in  the  midst  of  a dangerous 
war,  and  to  encourage  the  enemy  to  persevere  in 
supporting  tileir  unjust  pretensions,  still  these  de- 
clarations of  rights  in  relation  to  writing,  speaking 
and  publishing,  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  all 
their  pristine  force.  I should  be  the  last  person 
who  could,  under  any  circumstances,  consent  to 
restrict  them  by  legal  enactments. 

I must,  however,  take  this  occasion  to  repeat 
what  I have  before  declared,  that  the  discussion  of 
the  right  of  one  portion  of  the  states  which  com- 
pose our  union  to  hold  slaves,  by  an  assemblage  of 
citizens  of  other  states,  which  hold  none,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  not  sanctioned  by  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution. It  is  tolerated  by  the  broad  and  unrestrict- 
ed declaration  in  the  constitution,  to  which  I have 
referred;  it  is  forbidden  by  the  general  tenor  of  that 
instrument,  and  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
government  which  it  has  established.  Our  govern- 
ment is  certainly  one  of  a very  complicated  cha- 
racter, difficult  in  some  of  its  aspects  to  be  well 
understood.  To  foreign  governments  it  presents, 
and  was  intended  to  present,  a power  clothed  with 
the  most  important  attributes  of  sovereignty;  and  so 
far  as  our  relations  with  them  may  be  concerned, 
they  are  to  see  nothing  beyond  that  which  is  de- 
scribed in  our  glorious  motto  “e  pluribus  vnmn.” 
We  are,  however,  not  “one,”  in  the  sense  that  it 
would  be  understood  if  applied  to  other  nations 
which  have  been  formed  from  once  disjointed  and 
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separate  parts.  Our  union  is  not  that  which,  like 
marriage,  merges  the  whole  rights  of  the  parties  in 
a common  stock.  We  ate  not 

“Joined  like  meeting  rivers 

Which  roll  into  the  sea  one  common  flood, 
And  are  no  more  distinguished.” 

Our  union  is  more  properly  like  an  ordinary  co- 
partnership, composed  of  a number  of  individuals, 
who  each  furnish  a portion  of  capital,  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  control  of  the  majority  of  the  partners, 
but  who  each  also  retain  another  portion  under 
their  own  exclusive  management.  With  the  latter 
neither  the  partners  collectively  nor  individually 
have  any  more  right  to  interfere  than  if  there  exist- 
ed no  sort  of  connection  between  them.  This  is, 
also,  the  theory  of  our  general  and  state  govern- 
ments. Over  the  powers  retained  by  the  states 
respectively,  neither  the  general  government  nor 
the  other  states,  nor  the  citizens  of  the  other  states 
can  exercise  the  least  control.  If  this  opinion  is 
correct,  it  follows  that  discussions  in  public  assem- 
blies in  relation  to  the  institutions  of  oiher  states, 
with  a view  to  alter  or  affect  them,  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  either  of  those  who  framed  the  con- 
stitution, or  of  those  by  whom  it  was  adopted.  Let 
us  apply  the  theory  I endeavor  to  maintain  to  this 
assembly.  We  are  here,  some  3,000  persons,  in 
the  double  character  of  citizens  of  Ohio  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  In  the  first,  we  can  un- 
dertake the  consideration  and  discussion  of  any 
subject  belonging  to  our  state  policy,  embody  our 
sentiments  in  the  shape  of  resolutions  or  petitions, 
and  in  tile  event  of  a supposed  grievance,  present 
them  to  the  appropiate  slate  authorities  for  redress. 
As  citizens  of  the  United  States  we  are  competent 
to  consider  and  discuss  any  subject  of  national  po- 
licy, and  by  a similar  process  submit  the  result  of 
our  deliberations,  if  we  should  choose  to  do  so,  to 
that  department  of  the  federal  government  which 
possesses  the  power  to  give  us  relief.  But  in  which 
of  these  characters,  either  as  citizens  of  Ohio,  or 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  could  we,  consistent- 
ly with  the  theory  and  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
discuss  a subject  belonging  exclusively  to  any  other 
state? 

There  are  many  principles  to  be  found  in  the 
constitutions  of  some  of  the  states  (other  than  the 
toleration  of  slavery)  which  are  very  much  unlike 
those  of  Ohio.  The  property  qualication  of  voters 
for  instance.  This  is  a restriction  upon  the  right  of 
suffrage  to  which  personally  I am  opposed.  I would 
accord  this  important  privilege  to  every  citizen. 
Having  ascertained  that  he  was  a citizen,  I would 
n»t  proceed  to  inquire  the  amount  of  money  he 
had  in  his  pocket,  or  what  other  species  of  property 
he  might  possess.  With  these  sentiments  I might 
offer  for  our  adoption  a resolution  declaring  that  the 
restricted  suffrage  in  some  of  the  states  was  an 
aristocratical  feature  in  their  system  of  government, 
and  should  be  abolished.  Such  a proposition  could 
not  fail  to  create  much  surprise,  and  bring  to  the 
mind  of  every  man  in  the  assembly  that  neither  in 
his  capacity  as  a citizen  of  Ohio  nor  of  the  United 
States,  could  he  interfere  with  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Virginia  and  Louisiana,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  domestic  concerns.  Should  I be 
asked  if  I thought  that  any  harm  could  arise  from 
such  a discussion,  I answer  decidedly  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Harm  in  more  ways  than  one.  It  would 
tend  more  perhaps  than  any  thing  else,  to  destroy  the 
idea  of  the  perfect  individuality  and  distinctness  of 
the  state  governments,  which  has  ever  been  consi- 
dered as  one  of  the  most  iin  Ttant  features  in  our 
system,  and  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  the 
prostration  of  the  barriers  which  have  been  erected 
with  so  much  art  and  care  between  the  general  and 
state  governments,  and  those  of  the  states  respec- 
tively, and  finally  lead  to  that  dreaded  consolidation, 
which,  in  theopinions  of  our  wisest  and  best  states- 
men, would  be  the  immediate  precursor  of  the 
downfall  of  liberty.  It  could  not  fail,  also,  to  im- 
pair, if  not  entirely  destroy  those  feelings  of  confi- 
dence and  affection  between  the  citizens  of  the 
respective  states,  which  is  the  only  effectual  bond  of 
our  union. 

From  the  discussion  of  any  question  in  an  ab- 
stract form,  no  possible  injury  could  arise. 

I conclude  with  the  repetition  of  my  opinion  that 
the  right  of  the  people  to  write  on,  speak  on,  and 
discuss,  any  subject  which  they  may  deem  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  that  of  petitioning  for  the 
redress  of  any  thing  “which  they  may  consider  a 
grievance,”  are  secured  to  them  both  by  the  general 
and  state  constitutions,  and  that  these  rights  can 
neither  be  impaired  nor  restricted.  The  abuse  of 
these  rights  is  no  argument  for  abolishing  them. 
In  the  forcible  language  of  the  late  distinguished 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States  “it  is  an  evil  in- 
separable from  the  good  to  which  it  is  allied,  a shoot 
which  cannot  be  stripped  from  the  stalk  without 
vitally  wounding  the  plant  from  which  it  is  torn.” 


THE  BUNKER  HILL  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Boston  Allas  of  September  1 1 . 

“ Every  mountain  has  sent  its  rill — every  valley  its 
stream — and  lo!  the  avalanche  of  the  people  is  here!” 

Such  was  the  impressive  and  sublime  commence- 
ment of  the  speech  ol  Mr.  McMahon  at  the  organi- 
zation of  the  great  convention  of  whig  freemen  at 
Baltimore  last  May.  But  striking  and  just  as  they 
were  upon  that  occasion,  with  how  much  greater 
justice  may  the  same  be  said  of  the  mighty  con- 
course that  yesterday  inarched  in  an  almost  endless 
procession  through  the  streets  to  Bunker  Hill. 

From  the  day  when  the  May  Flower  first  landed 
our  pilgrim  fathers  on  the  rocky  and  inhospitable 
coast  of  Plymouth  to  the  present  time,  there  has 
never,  either  in  peace  or  in  war,  been  witnessed 
such  a mighty  gathering  together  of  freemen,  from 
the  remotest  confines  of  the  union,  as  was  yester- 
day displayed  in  this  city.  From  Louisiana  and 
the  farthest  southwest,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the 
remotest  east  of  Maine  on  the  other,  there  flocked 
hither,  to  pledge  at  the  hill  side  consecrated  by  the 
best  blood  of  the  revolution,  undying  devotion  to 
the  true  republican  cause,  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  as  true-hearted  and  enthusiastic  patriots  as 
can  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  farmer  left  bis  plough  in  the  still  unfinished 
furrow,  or  turned  from  the  half  gathered  grain 
field,  to  he  here — the  mechanic  threw  aside  his 
apron  and  his  tools — the  fishermen  laid  down  their 
nets  and  their  lines — in  a word,  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, from  the  east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the 
south,  joined  in  this  pilgrimage  to  Bunker  Hill,  to 
manifest  the  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the  re- 
volution that  still  inspired  their  bosoms,  and  their 
determination  to  rescue  their  beloved  country  from 
a thraldom  more  unjust  and  more  oppressive  than 
that  which  had  once  led  their  fathers  to  shed  on 
that  very  spot  their  blood,  in  the  day  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  to  consecrate  by  it  the  hill  which  they 
were  visiting.  We  state,  without  the  slightest 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  convention  which 
yesterday  assembled  in  this  city,  was  without  ex- 
ception— almost  without  approximation — the  larg- 
est ever  held  in  this  country.  The  people  have 
gathered,  it  is  true,  in  mighty  force  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  union,  but  never  before  has  there  been 
witnessed  on  this  continent,  and  seldom  on  the  old, 
so  large  a concourse  as  sixty  thousand  sove 
reigns — sixty  thousand  of  those  who  have  been, 
before  the  days  of  modern  loco  focoism,  the  sove- 
reign people  of  America,  and  who  mean  to  re- 
assume their  defrauded  rights  next  November. 

But  it  is  not  only  for  its  immense  numbers  that 
the  Bunker  Hill  convention  will  ever  be  me- 
morable; in  the  gorgeous  splendor  of  its  flags  and 
banners,  in  the  beauty  and  taste  displayed  in  the 
triumphal  arches  and  other  decorations  that  or- 
namented the  streets  through  which  the  proces- 
sion passed,  in  the  loveliness  of  the  many  thou- 
sands of  fair  faces,  that  from  every  window  and 
from  every  accessible  roof,  gazed  with  sympathis- 
ing interest  and  delight  upon  the  immense  con- 
course in  the  streets — and  above  all,  in  the  per- 
vading, strong  and  enthusiastic  feeling  of  patriot- 
ism and  devotion  to  country,  that  animated  every 
bosom,  the  10th  of  September  convention  will  ever 
stand  pre  eminent. 

A finer  or  more  magnificent  day  never  favored  a 
better  cause  than  smiled  upon  the  great  whig 
jubilee  of  yesterday,  during  the  passage  of  the 
procession,  and  certainly  none  was  ever  more  fully 
improved.  From  the  earliest  twilight  of  morning, 
the  people  came  pouring  into  the  city.  Every 
avenue  was  thronged  at  an  early  hour,  and.  the 
streets  were  nearly  impassable  from  the  density  of 
the  throng  that  filled  them. 

The  streets  were  decorated  in  every  part  of  the 
city,  but  particularly  in  the  course  of  the  proces- 
sion, with  every  species  of  banner,  flag,  pennant 
and  other  similar  emblems,  and  together  with  the 
triumphal  arches,  produced  a most  exhilirating 
effect.  Even  the  care-worm  tory  officeholder, 
anxious  as  he  felt  at  the  prospect  of  his  loss  of 
place,  could  hardly  check  his  rising  feelings  of  pa- 
triotism, so  long  strangers  to  his  bosom,  or  forbear 
joining  in  the  hazza  for  Old  Tip. 

The  people  have  arisen  in  the  majesty  of  their 
strength.  They  have  aroused  themselves  from  the 
lethargy  into  which  they  had  fallen — and  come 
forth  like  a giant  refreshed  by  sleep!  They  rallied 
around  the  banner  of  the  constitution,  with  all  the 
chivalrous  spirit  and  patriot  devotion  of  their  illus- 
trious ancestors.  From  mountain  and  valley,  from 
hill  and  plain,  from  the  workshop  and  the  field, 
they  came!  The  city  has  poured  forth  its  thou- 
sands, they  have  descended  like  an  avalanche  from 
the  hills;  our  hardy  sons  of  toil,  unconquered  and 
unconquerable — the  intelligent  yeomanry  of  New 
England.  Well  may  the  minions  of  power  stand 
back  in  speechless  consternation  at  this  mighty 


demonstration  of  public  opinion!  Well  may  the 
startled  herd  of  officeholders  quail  before  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  assembled  people.  The  days  of  op- 
pression are  numbered.  Their  hour  of  triumph  is 
passed,  and  the  freemen  shall  again  enjoy  their 
own! 

We  feel  utterly  incompetent  to  give  our  distant 
friends  any  correct  idea  of  the  splendor  of  the 
scene  which  has  just  passed  before  our  eyes.  The 
magnificence  of  this  “never  ending  pageant”  can- 
not be  described  in  suitable  terms  of  admiration. 
It  will  live  in  the  recollection  of  those  who  wit- 
nessed it,  to  the  last  period  of  existence.  When 
the  uncultivated  Indian,  who  visited  our  father- 
land,  was  requested  by  his  chief  to  give  tile  popu- 
lation of  their  tribe,  what  was  his  reply?  “Count 
the  leaves  of  the  forest  or  the  sands  of  the  sea 
shore,  for  such  is  the  number  of  the  people  of 
England!”  An  estimate  just  as  vague,  just  as 
illimitable,  must  be  ours  of  this  great  gathering  of 
the  sons  of  New  England. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  week  there  has 
been  a constant  flowing  of  the  population  of  the 
interior  into  this  metropolis.  They  came  in  steam- 
ers as  numerous  as  the  rivers  which  pour  their 
waters  into  the  unfathomable  oeean.  From  the 
east  and  west,  from  the  north  and  south,  delega- 
tions of  the  people,  with  banners  and  emblems, 
were  constantly  arriving.  Till  the  last  moment, 
before  the  procession  started,  the  cry  was  sfill  they 
come! 

Such  were  the  admirable  arrangements  of  the 
chief  marshal,  that  the  mighty  procession  was 
formed,  and  put  in  progress  without  the  slightest 
confusion  or  delay.  The  various  slate,  county  and 
city  delegations,  took  their  stations  at  the  appoint- 
ed hour,  and  wheeled  into  their  respective  places 
with  the  precision  of  a military  corps.  Amidst 
the  spirit-stirring  sounds  of  martial  music,  and  the 
enlivening  shouts  of  the  spectators,  they  commenc- 
ed their  triumphant  inarch  through  the  decorated 
streets.  The  windows  were  thronged  with  the 
beauty  and  fashion  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country,  waving  their  handkerchiefs,  as 
they  advanced,  whilst  the  streets  presented  a never 
ending  succession  of  animated  spectators. 

To  attempt  any  thing  like  a complete  description 
of  all,  or  any  large  proportion  of  the  banners, 
badges,  &c.  Sec.  or  refer  to  each  one  of  the  thou- 
sands of  towns,  cities,  counties  and  states,  that 
were  here  represented  by  delegates,  is  obviously 
out  ot  the  power  of  man  to  accomplish  in  our  nar- 
row limits,  or  of  any  press,  however  capacious,  to 
contain.-  Still  we  hope  that  the  descriptions  we 
have  gathered  together — confused,  almost  chaotic 
as  they  are  unavoidably,  will  furnish  some  idea  of 
the  splendor  and  magnificence  of  our  convention, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  extent  of  the  task  to  describe 
it  in  the  short  space  of  less  than  12  hours. 

Among  the  many  distinguished  whig  patriots 
that  took  part  in  yesterday’s  convention,  we  were 
happy  to  notice  such  brilliant  specimens  of  nature’s 
true  nobility  as  hon.  B.  W.  Leigh,  of  Virginia;  the 
firm  and  inflexible  governor  Pennington,  of  New 
Jersey;  hon.  Ogden  Hoffman  and  hon.  Philip  Hone, 
of  New  York;  hon.  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Balti- 
more; hon.  Jebez  W.  Huntington,  United  States 
senator  from  Connecticut;  hon.  S.  S.  Phelps,  of 
Vermont;  hon.  Francis  Johnson,  of  Kentucky; 
hon.  George  Evans  and  lion.  Benjamin  Randall,  of 
Maine;  hon.  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land; hon.  John  Whipple,  of  Providence;  gov. 
Ellsworth  and  hon.  David  Daggett,  of  Connecticut, 
and  about  all  the  whig  members  from  this  state. 

The  procession  formed  agreeably  to  the  arrange- 
ment previously  fixed  upon,  and  at  about  half-past 
ten  commenced  its  inarch  in  tire  following  order: 
CAVALCADE. 

First  came  the  mighty  cavalcade,  such  an  one,  so 
far  as  numbers  are  ascertained,  as  was  never  before 
seen,  in  times  of  peace,  on  this  continent.  Their 
number  is  not  exactly  known,  but  cannot  fall  much 
short  of  TWO  THOUSAND  AND  FIVE  HUNDRED. 

They  were  led  off  by  Newell  A.  Thompson,  esq. 
chief  marshal  of  the  cavalcade.  They  were  prece- 
ded by  a band  of  music,  mounted.  Then  followed 
upwards  of  two  hundred  truckmen,  in  white  frocks 
and  dark  pantaloons.  They  carried  two  banners, 
(the  same  usually  worn  by  our  city  truckmen  on 
public  occasions).  Then  succeeded  the  regular 
Boston  Cavalcade,  led  on  by  Mr.  Braman.  It  was 
preceded  by  the  beautiful  banner  designed  for  the 
occasion  by  Mr.  Somerby,  representing  gen.  Har- 
rison on  horseback,  leading  hi3  troops  onward  to 
victory,  with  the  words  “gen.  Harrison,  the  Wash- 
ington of  tlie  west.”  On  the  reverse — “Harrison 
and  Tyler.”  The  Boston  cavalcade  also  carried  a 
large  number  of  plain  white  banners;  all  with  ap- 
propriate and  significant  inscription.  Among  them 
we  noticed  the  following: 
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1 HARRISON  AND  TYLER. 

The  people’s  choice. 

Protection  in  industry, 

The  people’s  right. 

On  the  reverse — 

If  government  will  not  protect  us,  we  must  protect 
ourselves,  with  the  ballot  box. 

2 A well  regulated  credit  system. 

The  poor  man’s  capital. 

Reverse — 

The  sub-treasury  scheme,  the  poor  man’s  destruc- 
tion. 

3 The  rights  purchased  on  Bunker  Hill, 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  maintain. 

Reverse — The  people  have  come. 

4.  Matty’s  policy:  fifty  cents  a day, 

And  French  soup! 

Our  policy:  two  dollars  a day, 

And  roast  beef. 

Reverse — March  4th,  1S41, 

The  end  of  the  administration  of  broken  promises. 

5 Those  who  trade  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to 
break.  How  much  has  the  government  borrowed. 

Reverse — The  sub-treasury, 

The  first  blow  at  the  industry  of  the  north. — Pickens. 

6 One  presidential  term1 

A protecting  tariff  ! 

A sound  currency! 

A well  regulated  credit. 

Reverse — No  standing  army! 

No  direct  taxation! 

No  sub-treasury ! 

7 JOHN  DAVIS 

AND 

GEORGE  HULL 

Reverse — 

The  fisherman — the  farmer — the  mechanic — the 
laborer. 

All  have  suffered! 

All  are  aroused!! 

The  Dorchester  cavalcade  carried  a plain  banner, 
painted  by  Mr.  Somerby,  and  inscribed  on  one  side 

OLD  DORCHESTER. 

Thus  our  honored  Harrison, 

Like  the  sainted  Washington, 

Honest  hearts  has  proudly  won. 

Reverse—  HARRISON, 

Known  as  the  people’s  friend. 

Blessings  his  steps  attend. 

Next  came  the  Essex  county  cavalcade,  headed 
by  B.  T.  Reed,  esq.  bearing  a beautiful  banner, 
contrasting  the  claims  of  the  two  candidates  for  the 
presidency.  The  town  of  Cambridge  contributed 
quite  a number  to  the  cavalcade,  and  carried  a w hite 
banner,  representing  the  American  eagle.  They 
were  followed  by  eighty  from  Brighton,  who  bore 
a handsome  standard,  on  the  side  of  which  was  a 
painting  of  an  ox,  on  the  reverse  the  motto:  “Thou 
shaft  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn.” 
The  Roxbury  cavalcade  carried  a beautiful  banner 
painted  by  Gerry.  On  one  side,  of  white  satin, 
was  represented  a shield,  on  which  was  a full  length 
miniature  of  Harrison  on  horseback — above  the 
words  old  Norfolk;  below — her  sons  honor 
the  brave.  On  the  reverse  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, on  crimson  satin;  Roxbury — her  gallant 
Warren  died  a martyr  to  libeety  on  Bun- 
ker Hill. 

Behind  the  cavalcade  came  forty  barouches  and 
carriages,  in  single  line,  carrying  the  surviving  pa- 
triots of  the  revolution,  a portion  of  the  invited 
guests,  officers  in  the  last  war,  Sic.  Col.  O’Fallan, 
of  St.  Louis,  the  aid  of  general  Harrison  at  Fort 
Meigs  and  Tippecanoe,  went  in  the  first  barouche. 
At  the  head  of  the  Essex  carriages  was  borne  a 
white  flag,  representing  a liberty  tree,  motto:  “we 
appeal  to  heaven.” 

Next  came  the  chief  marshal  of  the  day,  lion. 
Franklin  Dexter,  with  his  aids,  preceeding  the  state 
central  whig  committee.  The  president  of  the 
da}',  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  followed,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  invited  guests  and  the  committee  of 
arrangements.  They  were  followed  by  a band  of 
music. 

new  jersey. 

The  whigs  of  cheated,  trampled  and  disfranchised 
New  Jersey,  were  well  represented,  particularly 
old  Essex,  Newark  and  Orange.  The  delegation 
from  the  Tippecanoe  club  of  the  latter  carried  the 
beautiful  banner  presented  to  them  by  the  ladies  of 
Newark.  On  one  side  was  represented  a large 
monument  symbolical  ot  the  overgrown  power  of 
the  executive.  At  its  foot  was  chained  in  captivity 
the  American  eagle — the  constitution  lies  near, 
torn,  and  the  fragments  scattered  about.  The  arms 
of  the  United  States  are  in  the  dust,  and  the  stripe 
of  New  J ersey  effaced.  In  front  stands  the  goddess 
of  liberty,  pointing  in  indignation  at  the  sight.  The 
motto— “your  rights  and  your  sovereignty — your 
men  to  the  rescue.”  On  the  reverse  is  inscribed, 
“presented  to  the  Orange  Tippecanoe  club  by  the 


whig  ladies  of  Newark — our  homes— our  honor — • 
our  liberty.” 

The  whigs  of  New  Jersey  were  headed  by  gover- 
nor Pennington,  and  carried  in  their  front  a banner 
representing  the  coat  of  arms  of  New  Jersey,  motto, 
“the  emblem  of  our  sovereignty  shall  be  respected.” 

On  the  reverse,  “New  Jersey — presented  by  the 
ladies  to  the  Elizabeth  Tippecanoe  club.” 

MARYLAND. 

The  old  Maryland  line,  well  represented, 
next  made  its  appearance.  The  delegates  were 
principally  from  the  city  of  Baltimore.  They  were 
preceded  by  the  state  banner,  representing  the  coat 
of  arms  of  the  state,  motto:  “The  heart  of  the  union 
will  drop  her  last  blood  for  the  union.”  They  also 
carried  quite  a number  of  beautiful  banners,  among 
which  we  noticed  the  following.  One  representing 
on  one  side,  Jackson,  Van  Buren  and  Benton,  in 
pursuit  of  a gilded  butterfly,  which  is  leading  them 
in  the  pursuit,  over  a precipice.  Motto:  “the  gold- 
en humbug.”  On  the  other  side  is  a portrait  of 
Harrison.  Another,  with  the  inscription,  “10th 
ward.  The  administration  say  down  with  the  wages 
of  labor — we  say  down  with  the  administration.” 
On  the  reverse  a coat  of  arms,  encircled  with  a 
wreath,  in  which  are  interwoven  the  words  Fort 
Meigs,  Tippecanoe,  battle  of  the  Thames,  &c. — 
Anoiher  was  a painting  of  a ship,  with  the  word 
“currency.”  The  reverse  represents  Van  Buren 
under  the  pressure  of  a screw,  turned  by  the  hand 
of  a mechanic.  Motto:  “No  pressure  that  an  ho- 
nest man  need  regret.”  Anoiher  banner  represented 
a view  of  the  monument  in  the  square  of  Baltimore, 
with  the  inscription,  Baltimore  Harrison  delega- 
tion.” 

NEW  YORK. 

The  New  York  delegation  was  quite  large,  and 
made  a fine  display  of  attractive  standards.  They 
were  preceded  by  one  representing  the  coat-of-arms 
of  the  state,  with  the  motto  “Excelsoir.”  Another 
represented  an  inverted  rooster,  labelled  “Chap- 
man,” with  the  words 

“Crow,  Chapman,  crow, 

For  our  party  laid  low, 

By  the  log-cabin  boys 
Of  old  Tippecanoe.” 

Another,  and  very  large  banner,  represented  a 
view  of  the  seige  of  Fort  Meigs.  The  standard  of 
the  15th  ward  Tippecanoe  club  was  a pretty  affair; 
presenting  on  one  side  a painting  of  the  goddess  of 
liberty,  with  the  motto — “One  country,  one  consti- 
tution, one  destiny.”  On  the  reverse,  motto — “E 
pluribus  union.”  Another  was  a large  banner,  re- 
presenting a laborer,  at  work  in  the  field  gathering 
in  his  grain,  over  it — “Harrison  and  reform.”  Be- 
low'— “The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.” 

The  next  banner  contained  a painting  symbolical 
of  commerce,  agriculture  and  industry,  with  the 
motto — “Harrison  and  Tyler,  the  guardians  of  the 
constitution.”  Their  last  banner  was  a plan  white 
one;  on  it  lepresented  a cannon  in  the  act  of  going 
off,  marked  “whig  gun” — over  it  the  inscription, 
“Amos’  baby  waker.” 

VIRGINIA. 

Next  came  a small  delegation  from  Virginia,  bear- 
ing a banner  representing  the  arms  of  the  state,  with 
the  motto — “Union  of  the  whigs  for  the  sake  of  the 
union.” 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  victorious  old  north  state  next  appeared  with 
quite  a respectable  delegation.  The  banner  they 
bore  represented  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  state. — 
Motto — “We  are  here.” 

TENNESSEE. 

Ju3t  behind  North  Carolina  came  a small  delega- 
tion from  Tennessee  without  a banner.  The  mem- 
bers arrived  in  the  city  too  late  to  procure  any. — 
They  promise  at  least  1,500  majority  for  Harrison 
in  the  “lion’s”  den. 

KENTUCKY. 

Triumphant  Kentucky,  next  entered  the  field, 
with  her  delegation  of  victorious  freemen.  They 
carried  a banner  with  the  arms  of  the  state.  Over 
it — “20,000  majority.”  Beneath — “Truth  omnipo- 
tent— public  justice  certain.” 

OHIO. 

The  young  empire  state  of  the  west — the  Buck- 
eye home  of  the  hero  farmer,  was  well  represented, 
by  as  spirited  a delegation  of  devoted  whigs,  as  was 
to  be  found  in  the  whole  procession.  Their  stan- 
dard contained  the  arms  of  the  state — a canal  boat, 
the  sun  rising  in  the  distance,  with  the  motto— “The 
nation  will  rest  in  peace,  under  the  shade  of  her 
buckeye.” 

LOUISIANA. 

Although  almost  the  most  distant  of  any  state  in 
the  union,  Louisiana,  on  this  occasion,  turned  out 
more  than  a hundred  of  as  fine  looking  and  enthusi- 
astic whigs  as  could  be  seen  in  the  procession.  Full 
well  did  they  show  by  the  interest  they  manifested 
on  the  occasion  how  little  the  cry  of  abolition,  or 


enmity  to  the  rights  of  the  south,  with  which  gen. 
Harrison  has  been  assailed  by  the  bitter  malice  of 
party  rancor,  had  availed  to  turn  away  their  hearts 
from  their  country’s  gallant  defender,  and  a gratify- 
ing earnest  was  thus  afforded  of  what  the  country 
may  expect  trom  Louisiana  in  the  presidential  elec- 
tion. They  bore  a beautiful  and  gorgeously  rich 
banner  of  crimson  satin,  on  which  was  painted  the 
coat  of  arms  of  the  state — a pelican  feeding  its 
young.  Over  it  the  word  “Louisiana.”  Under- 
neath— "Justice,  union  and  confidence.”  On  the 
reverse — “What  can  stay  our  onward  march?  Who 
roll  back  the  Mississippi’s  mighty  torrent?” 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Mississippians  were  but  few  but  not  wanting 
in  enthusiasm.  Their  banner  represented  theirstate 
coat  of  arms,  with  the  motto — “We  come  to  the 
rescue.” 

GEORGIA.  ' 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  presented  quite  a re- 
spectable array,  both  in  point  of  numbers  and  per- 
sonal appearance.  They  bore  a neat  banner  repre- 
senting the  coat  of  arms  of  the  state,  with  the  motto 
“Georgia  comes  late,  but  come  she  will.” 

On  the  reverse — “Our  country  calls,  the  people 
answer,  for  Harrison  and  reform — 5,000  majority.” 
The  standard  was  surmounted  by  two  small  cotton 
bags,  one  of  white,  the  other  nankin. 

ALABAMA. 

The  whigs  of  Alabama  came  in  quite  respectable 
numbers,  with  the  laurels  of  their  well  earned  tri- 
umph still  green  upon  their  brows.  They  carried  a 
neat  banner,  representing  the  arms  of  the  slate — 
the  two  rivers  of  Alabama  with  the  goddess  of  li- 
berty, with  the  motto — “Alabama  is  coming  to  the 
rescue.” 

MfCHIGAN. 

Next  in  order  came  a small  delegation  from  the 
youthful  state.  They  carried  a plain  white  banner 
with  the  inscription — “Michigan  all  ready.” 

MAINE. 

The  state  of  Maine  was  well  represented,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  her  election  takes  place  next 
Monday,  and  that  all  could  not  come  who  would 
have  wished  to  have  been  here.  All  who  were  here 
were  compelled  to  leave  by  last  evening’s  boat 
in  order  to  be  at  home  next  Monday  in  season  to 
vote.  The  Maine  delegation  carried  a banner  re- 
presenting the  coat  of  arms  of  the  state,  with  the 
motto — “She’ll  try.”  On  the  reverse — “A  repre- 
sentative of  a log  cabin,  a single  star  in  the  firma- 
ment”— motto — “The  star  in  the  east.” 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  state  of  New  Hampshire  turned  out  in  large 
numbers,  no  less  than  twenty-five  hundred  strong. 
At  the  head  of  the  delegation  went  the  coat  of  arms, 
with  the  motto — “Late  but  sure.”  The  delegation 
from  Portsmouth  were  preceded  by  a plain  white 
banner  inscribed — “Portsmouth  delegation  to  Bun- 
ker Hill.”  Another  white  flag  bore  the  inscription: 
“Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due — Harrison,  Sullivan, 
Stark,  Cilley,  Scammel,  McCleary,  Miller — bro- 
thers in  arms.”  On  another  flag  was  a painting  of 
a log  cabin  with  Harrison  and  Tyler  on  a flag — 
“The  old  homestead  to  let  next  March.”  On  the 
reverse,  a painting  symbolical  of  husbandry,  manu- 
factures and  commerce. 

The  Concord  delegation  carried  a banner  belong- 
ing to  their  Tippecanoe  club,  representing  an  eagle, 
molto — “The  spirit  of  1776.” 

Another  banner  from  New  Hampshire  contained 
a painting  of  gen.  Harrison  on  horseback,  over  it 
the  words — “The  hero  of  Tippecanoe.” 

Another  banner  represented  the  tree  of  loco  fo- 
coism,  to  the  root  of  which  one  of  the  people  is  in 
the  act  of  applying  the  axe,  motto — “The  axe  is 
laid  at  its  roots.”  On  the  reverse  is  represented  the 
ball  of  public  opinion  in  onward  motion.  Above  it, 
“The  people  are  coming.”  Below — “Stop  that 
ball.” 

The  delegation  from  Cheshire  county,  the  “Gi- 
braltar of  wthiggery,”  in  that  state,  bore  a neat  ban- 
ner, it  represented  Harrison  surrounded  by  a wreath 
of  roses — motto,  “For  our  country  and  its  gallant 
defenders.” 

Peterborough  delegation  bore  an  excellent  device 
on  their  standard.  It  represented  Uncle  Sam  look- 
ing with  amazement  at  ihe  sum  total  of  the  expen- 
ditures of  his  family,  $30,000,000!  On  the  reverse 
gen.  Harrison  is  represented  at  the  plough  in  front 
of  his  log  cabin.  Over  it  the  inscription,  “The  far- 
mer of  North  Bend.” 

Amherst  sent  quite  a respectable  delegation. — 
They  carried  a plain  white  standard,  on  it  inscribed, 
“Amherst  whig  delegation.” 

The  Dover  delegation  carried  a standard  repre- 
senting a log  cabin,  inscription,  “Harrison  and  re- 
form— Bunker  Hill.”  On  the  reverse,  an  eagle 
bearing  the  motto,  E pluribus  unium ; inscription, 
“The  republic  in  danger — to  the  rescue!  to  the  re- 
scue!— Dover  delegation.” 
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The  town  of  Derry  had  a large  representation. — 
Their  banner  had  on  one  side  a portrait  of  Harrison, 
inscription,  “Harrison  and  reform — honesty  in  onr 
public  servants  ” On  the  reverse,  Derry  Tippeca 
tioe  club.”  “Sub  treasury  currency,  both  hands  in 
the  treasury  and  200.000  men  in  the  field.” 

On  one  other  banner  was  inscribed,  “Amoskeag, 
N.  H. — The  granite  hills  will  echo.”  The  banner 
also  represented  a sub-treasury  vault — “This  shall 
be  the  law  of  the  land — perish  credit,  perish  com- 
merce.” 

On  the  reverse  is  represented  a log  cabin,  sur- 
rounded by  implements  of  husbandry,  inscription, 
“Manchester,  N.  H.  We  will  try,  sir.” 

Nashua  presented  a fine  array  of  true  hearted 
whigs,  from  that  unpolluted  portion  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. They  carried  a plain  white  banner,  on  one 
side  the  following  inscription:  “Whigs  of  Nashua, 
N.  H.  early  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  1775, 
and  not  a whit  behind  in  1840.”  On  the  other: — 
“To  the  rescue.  We  battle  for  freedom — our  prize 
is  in  view,  between  the  broad  banner  of  Tippeca- 
noe.” 

VERMONT. 

The  glorious  Green  Mountain  state,  with  laurels 
of  victory  still  green  upon  its  brow,  was  well  repre- 
sented. Wherever  her  delegation  showed  itself,  it 
was  received  with  the  most  gratifying  marks  of  the 
high  estimation  in  which  she  was  every  where  held 
since  her  triumphant  resistance  to  oppression  and 
successful  opposition  to  misrule.  They  carried  a 
banner  representing  the  arms  of  the  state,  beneath 
the  motto  which  will  henceforth  become  that  of  the 
state — “The  star  that  never  sets.” 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

As  we  watched  from  our  desk,  from  which  the 
kindness  of  John  L.  Diminock,  esq.  had  enabled  us 
to  survey  a large  portion  of  the  procession  at  a sin- 
gle view,  we  began  to  believe  that  the  whole  of 
“Little  Rhody”  had  really  come  to  pay  a visit  to 
Bunker  Hill.  No  state,  except  Massacusetts,  was 
nearly  so  well  represented  here  as  our  gallant  little 
neighbor.  Her  sons  marched  to  the  hill  sides,  to  the 
number  of  full  2,500!  Among  the  banners  carried 
by  the  Rhode  Island  delegation,  we  observed  the 
following:  One  inscribed — “Providence  county  boys 
left  this  spot  to  form  a state;  we  return  to  it  to  save 
a country.” 

The  Tippecanoe  club  of  Providence  displayed  a 
magnificent  banner;  on  one  side  was  a representation 
of  Perry’s  victory  on  Lake  Erie.  Inscription — 
“Sept.  10th,  1840.  We  have  met  the  enemy,  and 
they  are  ours.”  On  the  reverse  an  anchor,  above 
it,  “Providence  Tippecanoe  club.”  Below  it,  “God 
our  hope.” 

The  delegation  from  Pawtucket,  carried  a banner 
representing  an  anchor;  over  it,  “her  labor  is  her 
wealth.  Let  it  be  encouraged.” 

On  the  Seekonk  standard  was  inscribed,  “no  mo- 
nopoly, we  will  have  an  equal  share  in  the  govern- 
ment.” Another  banner  represented  the  arms  of  the 
state,  with  a motto,  that  should  sink  deep  into  the 
hearts  of  every  voter  in  the  land.  “A  full  vote  is  a 
whig  victory.” 

On  the  reverse,  a representation  of  a mechanic, 
motto,  “Protective  duties  and  liberal  wages.  Mark 
the  calumniators  of  the  factory  girl.”  On  the  re- 
maining banners  were  the  following  inscription: 
“Washington  county — We  are  farmers  and  are 
good  for  a farmer  president.” 

“Kent  county — We  came  as  whigs,  with  Greene 
in  ’76.  As  whigs  we  come  in  1840.” 

“Bristol  county — Our  fathers  came  to  Bunker 
Hill  in  1776.  The  spirit  of  our  fathers  comes  ini 
1840.” 

“Newport  county — We  furnished  the  Nelson  of 
the  new  world  in  our  Perry.” 

The  Providence  delegation  carried  in  their  pro- 
cpssion  an  enormous  broom,  with  the  inscription; 
‘Clere  de  Kitchen.’ 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  land  of  steady  habits  mustered  a goodly 
host,  but  did  not  do  quite  so  well,  in  proportion,  as 
her  little  sister  Rhody.  Still,  she  did  well.  Her 
delegation  was  headed  by  his  excellency  governor 
Ellsworth.  The  delegation  from  the  state  brought 
a large  number  of  banners — among  them  were  the 
following:  One  from  New  Haven  with  the  inscrip, 
tion — “New  Haven,  the  Gibraltar  of  the  Connecti- 
cut whiggery.”  Over  an  uplifted  arm,  below — “Al- 
ways ready.”  The  graduates  of  Yale  college  car- 
ried a simple  banner  on  one  side  of  purple,  and  the 
other  of  white  satin,  and  on  each  side  the  word 
“Yale”  in  large  letters.  A plain  white  banner  bore 
the  following  inscription — “Connecticut  still  values 
too  highly  her  political,  social  and  domestic  institu- 
tions to  adopt  the  abominable  doctrines  of  Brown- 
son,  Kendall,  Fanny  Wrighf,  and  others  of  the  loco 
foco  party.” 

The  Hartford  delegation  carried  a white  banner 
with  a representation  of  the  Charter  Oak — inscrip- 


tion, “Hartford  and  her  Charter  Oak — resistance  to 
foreign  enemies,  1687,  to  domestic  1840.”  On  the 
other  banner  was  a painting  of  a “Huge  paw,” 
underneath  the  inscription,  “the  huge  paws  ol  this 
republic — the  men  who  are  the  springs  of  our  in- 
dustry and  sinews  of  wealth — our  mechanics  and 
farmers,  our  laborers  and  mariners,  will  prove  them 
selves  in  November  worthy  of  the  land  whose  liber- 
ties were  defended  by  the  sword  of  a Washington, 
and  whose  rights  were  proclaimed  by  the  pen  of  a 
Jefferson.” 

On  another  was  the  following  inscription: — “Con- 
necticut, we  owe  no  allegiance  but  to  the  laws — 
we  fight  under  no  banner  but  the  constitution — 
we  acknowledge  no  sovereignty  but  a free  peo- 
ple.” 

On  another — “No  local  or  limited  feeling  has 
brought  us  here — no  feeling  but  an  American  one — 
a hearty  attachment  to  the  country.” 

[Here  follows  the  OLD  BAY  STATE,  making 
nearly'six  columns  ol  the  Atlas,  which  we  areoliged, 
to  omit  for  want  of  room. 

MARCH  OF  THE  PROCESSION. 

The  cavalcade,  2,000  strong,  began  to  move  a lit- 
tle before  eleven  o’clock  in  the  van  of  the  proces- 
sion. Then  came  a very  large  number  of  carriages, 
containing  the  veterans  of  ’76,  a portion  of  the  in- 
vited guests,  and  such  of  the  whigs  as  were  too  in- 
firm to  march  on  foot,  and  yet  too  enthusiastic  to 
remain  at  home  on  so  momentous  an  occasion. 
More  than  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  main  body 
issued  from  the  gate  of  the  Common  at  the  corner 
of  Beacon  and  Charles  streets,  and  began  their  march 
up  Beacon  street  towards  Bunker  Hill.  Onward 
they  moved,  in  an  almost  interminable  column, 
eight  abreast,  waving  numberless  flags  of  every  con- 
ceivable shape,  hue  and  device,  wherein  was  dis- 
played the  amazing  variety  of  “Yankee  notions,” 
and  answering  with  enthusiastic  shouts  and  droop- 
ing banners,  the  cheering  smiles  of  the  fairest  of  the 
land,  whose  beaming  faces  filled  the  windows  and 
balconies,  whose  light  draperies  and  waving  hand- 
kerchiefs, mingled  with  the  glancing  of  the  blazon- 
ed banners,  to  give  the  whole  scene  that  air  of  light- 
someness so  necessary  to  set  oil'  to  advantage  the 
imposing  array  and  heavy  tread  of  such  an  immense 
procession. 

Leaving  Beacon  they  marched  down  Park  and 
through  Tremont  streets,  still  cheered  by  the  smiles 
of  beauty,  and  still  acknowledging  its  power  by 
joyous  shouts — passing  under  festoons  of  flags  and 
triumphal  arches,  through  Common  into  Washing- 
ton street.  Thence,  with  the  same  enthusiasm,  and 
under  the  happy  influences,  down  State  street,  not 
(forgetting,  as  they  passsed,  to  give  our  office  oc- 
casionally a hearty  cheer,  for  which  honor  we  are 
happy  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  gra- 
titude) through  Merchants’  Row,  and  around  the 
“Cradle  of  Liberty,”  which  was  enthusiastically 
hailed,  though  we  fear  not  quite  so  cordially  and 
joyously  as  were  the  ladies,  whose  bright  eyes  shone 
upon  them  from  either  side  of  South  Market  street. 
Not  only  did  the  ladies  deign  to  take  a deep  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  whig  procession,  but  dense 
crowds  of  spectators  of  the  sterner  sex  lined  either 
side  of  the  streets  through  which  it  passed. 

Some  faint  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  appearance 
of  the  procession,  when  we  state  that  there  were 
borne  in  it,  369  distinct  banners,  with  different  in- 
signia upon  them.  These  with  the  far  more  nume- 
rous spectators,  with  the  mounted  decorated  mar- 
shals, flitting  constantly  about  with  orders,  and  the 
innumerable  flags  suspended  over  the  streets,  form- 
ed a spectacle,  which,  to  be  appreciated,  must  have 
been  seen  and  which  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  immense  multitude,  and  all  who  had  that  dis- 
tinguished pleasure. 

From  South  Market  the  procession  moved  through 
Commercial,  Blackstone,  Hanover,  and  the  inter- 
mediate streets,  to  Warren  bridge,  crossing  which 
it  entered  Charlestown,  under  a beautiful  triumphal 
arch,  and  met  as  warm  and  glad  a welcome  from  its 
citizens  as  the}'  had  received  at  each  step  of  their 
progress,  more  than  which  words  cannot  say. 
They  ascended  the  eminence  consecrated  by  the 
blood  of  our  patriotic  fathers,  from  1 o’clock  to  2 — 
and,  when  all  assembled,  they  seemed  to  occupy 
every  foot  of  the  hill.  The  monument  was  crowd- 
ed  with  eager  speciators.  The  windows  of  the 
neighboring  houses  were  filled  with  them,  and  the 
hill  was  covered  with  a dense  crowd,  in  the  midst 
of  which  were  mingled,  in  brotherly  union,  whigs 
from  every  corner  of  the  land — and  banners  from 
New  York  and  Alabama  were  side  by  side  with 
those  from  New  Hampshire  and  Hampshire  county. 
The  crowd  soon  begun  to  grow  more  and  more 
dense  around  an  awning  on  the  noithwest  corner 
of  the  field,  where  the  invited  guests  were  assem- 
bled, and  where  the  proceedings  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  convention  were  considered  and  adopt- 
ed. 


The  convention  was  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Hon.  DANIEL  WEBSTER,  president. 

Hon.  William  King,  of  Maine, 

Hon.  William  Upham,  of  Vermont, 

Col.  Joseph  Cilley,  of  N.  Hampshire, 
Hon.  Dennis  Kimberly,  of  Conn. 

Hon.  Asher  Robbins,  of  R Island, 

Vice  presidents. 

Phillip  Greely,  ir.  of  Boston,  ) 

Geo.  Warren,  of  Charlestown,  ) sec,e  nrtes. 

Mr.  Webster  opened  the  meeting  with  a short  ad- 
dress to  the  assembled  multitude,  alter  which  he 
read  the  following 

BUNKER  HILL  DECLARATION,  SEPTEMBER  10,  1840. 

When  men  pause  from  their  ordinary  occupations, 
and  assemble  in  great  numbers,  a proper  respect  for 
the  judgment  of  the  country,  and  of  the  age,  re- 
quires that  they  should  clearly  set  forth  the  grave 
causes  which  have  brought  them  together,  and  the 
purposes  which  they  seek  to  promote. 

Feeling  the  force  of  this  obligation,  more  than 
thousands  of  the  free  electors  of  the  New  Eng- 
land states,  honored  also  by  the  presence  of  like  free 
electors  from  nearly  every  other  state  in  the  union, 
having  assembled  on  Bunker  Hill,  on  this  10th  day 
of  September,  1840,  proceed  to  set  forth  a decla- 
ration oftheir  principles,  and  of  the  occasion  and 
objects  of  their  meeting. 

In  the  first  place,  we  declare  our  unalterable  at- 
tachment to  that  public  liberty,  the  purchase  of  so 
much  blood  and  treasure,  in  the  acquisition  of  which 
the  field  w hereon  we  stand  obtained  early  and  impe- 
rishable renown.  Bunker  Hill  is  not  a spot  on  which 
we  shall  forget  the  principles  of  our  fathers,  orsuffer 
any  thing  to  quench  within  our  own  bosoms  the  love 
of  freedom  which  we  have  inherited  from  them. 

In  the  next  place,  we  declare  our  warm  and  hear- 
ty devotion  to  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and 
to  that  union  of  the  states  which  it  has  so  happily 
cemented,  and  so  long  and  so  prosperously  preserv- 
ed. We  call  ourselves  by  no  local  names,  we  re- 
cognise no  geographical  divisions,  while  we  give  ut- 
terance to  our  sentiments  on  high  constitutional  and 
political  subjects.  We  are  Americans,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  knowing  no  other  country,  ar.d 
desiring  to  be  distinguished  by  no  other  appellation. 
We  believe  the  constitution,  while  administered 
wisely  and  in  its  proper  spirit,  to  be  capable  ot  pro- 
tecting  all  parts  of  the  country,  securing  all  inte- 
rests, and  perpetuating  a national  brotherhood  among 
all  the  states.  We  believe  that  to  foment  local  jealou- 
sies to  attempt  to  prove  the  existence  of  opposite  in- 
terests between  one  part  of  the  country  and  another, 
and  thus  to  disseminate  feelings  of  distrust  and  alie- 
nation, while  it  is  in  contemptuous  disregard  of  the 
counsels  of  the  great  father  of  his  country,  is  but 
one  form  in  which  irregular  ambition,  destitute  of 
all  title  patriotism,  and  a love  of  power,  reckless  of 
the  means  of  its  gratification,  exhibit  their  unsub- 
dued and  burning  desire. 

We  believe,  too,  that  party  spirit,  however  natu- 
ral or  unavoidable  it  may  be,  in  Iree  republics,  yet 
when  it  gains  such  an  ascendency  in  men’s  minds, 
as  leads  them  to  substitute  party  for  country,  loseek 
no  ends  but  party  ends,  no  approbation  but’party  ap- 
probation, and  to  fear  no  reproach  or  contumely,  so 
that  there  be  r.o  party  dissatisfaction,  not  only  alloys 
the  true  enjoyment  of  such  institutions,  but  wea- 
kens, every  day,  the  foundation  on  which  they  stand. 

We  are  in  favor  of  -the  liberty  of  speech  and  of 
the  press;  we  are  friends  of  free  discussions;  we  es- 
pouse the  cause  of  popular  education;  we  believe  in 
man’s  capacity  for  self  government:  we  desire  to 
see  the  freest  and  widest  dissemination  of  know- 
ledge and  of  truth;  and  we  believe  especially  in  the 
benign  influence  of  religious  feeling,  and  moral  in- 
struction, on  the  social  as  well  as  on  the  individual 
happiness  of  man. 

Holding  these  general  sentiments  and  opinions, 
we  have  come  together  to  declare,  that  under  the 
present  administration  of  the  general  government,  a 
course  of  measures  has  been  adopted  and  pursued, 
in  our  judgments,  disastrous  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  threatening  the  accumulation  of  still 
greater  evils,  utterly  hostile  to  the  true  spirit  of  the 
constitution  and  to  the  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
and  calling  upon  all  men  of  honest  purpose,  disin- 
terested patriotism,  and  unbiased  intelligence,  to 
put  forth  their  utmost  constitutional  efforts  in  order 
to  effect  a change. 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  present  of  the 
United  States,  and  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1829;  and  we  readily  admit,  that 
under  his  administration,  certain  portions  of  the 
public  affairs  were  conducted  with  ability.  But  we 
have  to  lament  that  he  was  not  proof  against  the 
insinuations  and  influences  of  evil  counsellors,  or 
perhaps  against  his  own  passions,  when  moved  and 
excited.  Hence,  in  one  most  important  branch  of 
the  public  interest,  in  that  essential  part  of  com- 
mercial regulation  which  respects  the  money,  the 
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currency,  the  circulation  and  the  internal  exchanges 
of  tne  country,  accidental  occurrences,  acting  on  his 
characteristic  love  of  rule  and  uneasiness  under  op- 
position, led  him  to  depart  from  all  that  was  expect- 
ed from  him,  and  to  enter  upon  measures  which 
plunged  both  him  and  the  country  in  greater  and 
greater  difficulties  at  every  step,  so  that,  in  this  re- 
spect, his  whole  course  of  administration  was  but  a 
series  of  ill  fated  experiments,  and  of  projects,  framed 
in  disregard  of  prudence  and  precedence,  and  burst- 
ing in  rapid  succession;  the  final  explosion  taking 
place  a few  months  after  his  retirement  from  office. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  not  elected  with  any  desire  or 
expectation,  on  the  part  of  his  supporters,  that  he 
would  interfere  with  the  currency  of  the  country. 
We  affirm  this  as  the  truth  of  history.  It  is  inca- 
pable of  ref  utation  o'r  denial.  It  is  as  certain  as  that 
the  American  revolution  was  not  undertaken  to  de- 
stroy the  rights  of  property,  or  overthrow  the  obli- 
gation of  morals. 

But,  unhappily  he  became  involved  in  a contro- 
versy with  the  then  existing  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  manifested  a desire,  how  originating  or 
by  whom  inspired  is  immaterial,  to  exercise  a poli- 
tical influence  over  that  institution,  and  to  cause 
that  institution  to  exercise,  in  turn,  a political  in- 
fluence over  the  community.  Public  documents 
prove  this  as  plainly  as  they  prove  any  other  act  of 
his  administration.  In  this  desire  he  was  resisted, 
thwarted  and  finally  defeated.  But  what  he  could 
not  govern  he  supposed  he  could  destroy;  and  the 
event  showed  that  lie  did  not  overrate  his  populari- 
ty, and  his  power.'  He  pursued  the  bank  to  the  death 
and  achieved  his  triumph  by  the  veto  of  1832.  The 
accustomed  means  of  maintaining  a sound  and  uni- 
form currency,  for  the  use  of  the  whole  country, 
having  been  thus  trampled  down  and  destroyed,  re- 
course was  had  to  those  new  modes  of  experimental 
administration,  to  which  we  have  already  adverted, 
and  which  terminated  so  disastrously,  both  for  the 
reputation  of  his  administration  and  for  the  welfare 
of  his  country. 

But  general  Jacksan  did  not  deny  the  constitu- 
tional obligations,  nor  seek  to  escape  from  their 
force.  He  never  professedly  abandoned  all  care 
over  the  general  currency.  His  whole  conduct 
shows  that  he  admitted,  throughout,  the  duty  of  the 
general  government  to  maintain  a supervision  over 
the  currency  of  the  country,  both  metallic  and  paper, 
lor  the  general  good  and  use  of  the  people;  and  he 
congratulated  both  himself  and  the  nation,  that  by 
the  measures  adopted  by  him,  the  currency  and  ex- 
changes of  the  country  were  placed  on  a better  foot- 
ing than  they  ever  had  been  under  the  operation  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States’  This  confidence  in 
his  own  experiments,  we  know,  proved  most  illu- 
sory. But  the  frequency  with  which  he  repeated 
this  and  similar  declarations,  established,  uncontes- 
tably,  his  own  sense  of  the  duty  of  the  government. 

In  all  the  measures  of  general  Jackson  upon  the 
currency,  the  present  chief  magistrate  is  known  to 
have  concurred.  Like  him  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  like  him  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  state  deposite  banks;  and  like  him  he  in- 
sisted that  by  the  aid  of  such  banks,  the  administra- 
tion had  accomplished  all  that  could  be  desired,  on 
the  great  subject  of  the  currency  and  the  exchange. 

But  the  catastrophe  of  May,  1837,  produced  a 
new  crisis,  by  overthrowing  the  last  in  a series  of 
experiments,  and  creating  an  absolute  necessity, 
either  ot  returning  to  that  policy  of  the  government 
which  gen.  Jackson  had  repudiated,  or  of  renounc- 
ing altogether  the  constitutional  duty  which  it  had 
been  the  object  of  their  policy  to  perform.  The 
latter  branch  of  the  alternative  was  adopted.  Re- 
fuge was  sought  in  escape.  A duty,  up  to  that  mo-'' 
inent  admitted  by  all,  was  suddenly  denied,  and  the 
fearful  resolution  announced  thatgovernment  should 
hereafter  provide  for  its  own  revenues,  and  that  for 
the  rest,  the  people  must  take  care  of  themselves. 

Assembled  here,  to-day,  and  feeling  in  common 
with  the  whole  country  the  evil  consequences  of 
these  principles  and  these  measures,  we  utter  against 
them  ail,  from  first  to  last,  our  deep  and  solemn 
disapprobation  and  remonstrance.  We  condemn 
the  early  departure  of  general  Jackson  from  that 
line  of  policy  which  he  was  expected  to  pursue. — 
We  deplore  the  temper  which  led  him  to  his  origi- 
nal quarrel  with  the  bank.  We  deplore  the  head- 
strong spirit  which  instigated  him  to  pursue  that 
institution  to  its  destruction.  We  deplore  the  timi- 
dity of  some,  the  acquiescence  of  others,  and  the 
subserviency  of  all  his  party,  which  enabled  him  to 
carry  its  whole,  unbroken  phalanx  to  the  support  of 
measures,  and  the  accomplishment  of  purposes, 
which  we  know  to  have  been  against  the  wishes, 
the  remonstrances  and  the  consciences  of  many  of 
the  most  respectable  and  intelligent.  We  deplore 
his  abandonment  of  measures  that  had  been  pursu- 
ed for  forty  years;  his  rash  experiments  with  great 
interests;  and  the  perseverance  with  which  he  per- 


sisted in  them,  when  men  of  different  temperament 
must  have  been  satisfied  with  their  uselessness  and 
impotence. 

But  gen.  Jackson’s  administration,  authority  and 
influence,  are  now  historical.  They  belong  to  the 
past,  while  we  have  to  do,  to-day,  with  the  serious 
evils,  and  the  still  more  alarming  portents  of  the 
present.  We  remonstrate,  therefore,  most  earnest- 
ly and  emphatically,  against  the  policy  upon  this 
subject  of  the  present  administration.  We  protest 
against  the  truth  of  its  principles.  We  deny  the 
propriety  and  justice  of  its  measures.  We  are  con- 
strained to  have  too  little  respect  for  its  objects,  and 
we  desire  to  arouse  the  country,  so  far  as  we  can, 
to  the  evils  which  oppress  and  the  dangers  that  sur- 
round us. 

We  insist,  that  the  present  administration  has 
consulted  its  own  party  ends,  and  the  preservation 
of  its  own  power,  to  the  manifest  neglect  of  the 
great  objects  of  public  interest.  We  think  there  is 
no  liberality,  no  political  comprehension,  no  just 
policy  in  its  leading  measures.  We  look  upon  its 
abandonment  of  the  currency  as  fatal;  and  we  re- 
gard its  system  ofsub-treasuries,  as  but  a poor  device 
to  avoid  a high  obligation,  or  as  the  first  in  the  new 
series  of  ruthless  experiments.  We  believe  its  pro- 
fessions in  favor  of  a hard  money  currency  to  be 
insincere;  because  we  do  not  believe  that  any  per- 
son of  common  information  and  ordinary  under- 
standing, can  suppose  that  the  use  of  paper,  as  a 
circulating  medium,  will  be  discontinued,  even  if 
such  discontinuance  were  desirable,  unless  the  go- 
vernment shall  breakdown  the  acknowledged  au- 
thority of  the  state  governments  to  establish  banks. 
We  believe  the  clamor  against  state  banks,  state 
bonds,  and  state  credits,  to  have  been  raised  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration  to  divert  public  atten- 
tion from  its  own  mismanagement,  and  to  throw  on 
others  the  consequence  of  its  own  misconduct.  We 
heard  nothing  of  all  this  in  the  early  part  of  gene- 
ral Jackson’9  administration,  nor  until  his  mea- 
sures had  brought  the  currency  of  country  into  the 
utmost  disorder.  We  know  that  in  times  past,  the 
present  chief  magistrate  has,  of  all  men,  had  most  to 
do  with  the  systems  of  state  banks,  the  most  faith  in 
their  uselulness,  and  no  very  severe  chastened  desire 
to  profit  by  their  influence. 

We  believe  that  purpose  of  exercising  a money 
influence  over  the  community  has  never  departed 
from  the  administration.  What  it  could  not  accom- 
plished by  an  attempt  to  bend  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  its  purposes,  we  believe  it  has  sought,  and 
now  seeks,  to  effect  by  its  project  of  the  sub-treasu- 
ry. We  believe,  that  in  order  to  maintain  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  system  of  the  sub-treasury 
is  founded,  the  friends  of  the  administration  have 
been  led  to  espouse  opinions  destructive  of  the  in- 
ternal commerce  of  the  country,  paralyzing  to  its 
whole  industry,  fending  to  sink  its  labor,  both  in 
price  and  in  character,  to  the  degraded  standard  of 
the  uninformed,  the  ignorant,  the  suffering  labor  of 
the  worst  parts  of  Europe.  Led  by  the  same  ne- 
cessity, or  pushing  the  same  principles  still  farther, 
and  with  a kind  of  revolutionary  rapidity,  we  have 
seen  the  rights  of  property  not  only  assailed,  but 
denied,  the  noblest  agrarian  notions  put  forth,  the 
power  of  transmission  from  father  to  son  openly 
denounced,  the  right  of  one  to  participate  in  the 
earnings  of  another,  to  the  rejection  of  the  natural 
claims  of  his  own  children,  asserted  as  a funda- 
mental principle  of  the  new  democracy,  and  all  this, 
by  those  who  are  in  the  pay  of  the  government,  re- 
ceiving large  salaries,  and  whose  offices  would  be 
nearly  sinecure,  but  for  the  labor  performed  in  the 
attempt  to  give  currency  to  these  principles  and 
these  opinions. 

We  believe  that  the  general  tone  of  the  measures 
of  the  administration,  the  manner  in  which  it  con- 
fers favors,  ils  apparent  preference  for  partizans  of 
extreme  opinions,  and  the  readiness  with  which  it 
bestows  its  confidence  on  the  boldest,  and  most  vio- 
lent, are  producing  serious  injuries  upon  the  political 
morals  and  general  sentiments  ot  the  country.  We 
believe  that  to  this  cause  is  to  be  fairly  attributed  the 
most  lamentable  change,  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
temper,  the  sobriety  and  the  wisdom,  with  which  the 
high  public  counsels  have  been  hitherto  conducted. 
We  look  with  alarm  to  the  existing  state  of  things  in 
this  respect;  and  we  would  most  earnestly,  and  with 
all  our  hearts,  as  well  for  the  honor  of  the  country 
as  for  its  interests,  beseech  all  good  men  to  unite 
with  us  in  an  attempt  to  bring  back  the  deliberative 
age  of  the  government,  to  restore  to  the  collected 
bodies  of  the  people’s  representatives  that  self-re- 
spect, decorum  and  dignity,  without  which  the  bu- 
siness of  legislation  can  make  no  regular  progress, 
and  is  always  ir.  danger  either  of  accomplishing  no- 
thing, or  of  reaching  its  ends  by  unjustifiable  and 
violent  means. 

We  believe  the  conduct  of  the  administration  re- 
specting the  public  revenue  to  be  highly  reprehen- 


sible. It  has  expended  twenty  millions,  previously 
accumulated,  besides  all  the  accruing  income,  since 
it  came  into  power;  and  there  seems  at  this  moment 
to  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  will  leave  to  its  succes- 
sors a public  debt  of  from  five  to  ten  millions  of 
dollars.  It  has  shrunk  from  its  proper  responsibili- 
ties. With  the  immediate  prospect  of  an  empty 
treasury,  it  has  yet  not  had  manliness  to  recommend 
to  congress  any  adequate  provision.  It  has  con- 
stantly spoken  of  the  excess  of  receipts  over  ex- 
penditures, until  this  excess  has  finally  manifested 
itselfin  an  absolute  necessity  for  loans,  and  in  a pow- 
er conferred  on  the  president,  altogether  new,  and  in 
our  judgment  hostile  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  meet  the  event  of  want  of  resources,  by 
withholding,  out  of  certain  classesof  appropriations 
made  by  congress,  such, as  he  chooses  to  think  may 
be  best  spared.  It  lives  by  shifts  and  contrivances, 
by  shallow  artifices  and  delusive  names,  by  what  it 
calls  “facilities,”  and  the  “exchange  of  treasury 
notes  for  specie,”  while  in  truth  it  has  been  fast 
contracting  a public  debt,  in  the  midst  of  all  its 
boasting,  without  daring  to  lay  the  plain  and  naked 
truth  of  the  case  before  the  people. 

We  protest  against  the  conduct  ofthe  house  of  re- 
presentatives in  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  elec- 
tion. This  is  not  a local,  but  a general  question. 
In  the  union  of  the  states,  on  whatever  link  the 
blow  of  injustice  or  usurpation  falls,  it  is  felt, 
and  ought  to  be  felt,  through  the  whole  chain. 
The  cause  of  New  Jersey  is  the  cause  of  every 
state,  and  every  state  is  therefore  bound  to  vindi- 
cate it. 

That  the  regular  commission,  or  certificate  of  re- 
turn, signed  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  state, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  entitles  those 
who  produce  it  to  be  sworn  in  as  members  of  con- 
gress, to  vote  in  the  organization  ot  the  house,  and 
to  hold  their  seats  until  their  right  be  disturbed  by 
regular  petition  and  proof,  is  a proposition  of  con- 
stitutional law,  of  such  universal  extent,  and  uni- 
versal acknowledgment,  that  it  cannot  be  strength- 
ened by  argument  or  bv  analogy.  There  i3  nothing 
clearer  and  nothing  better  settled.  No  legislative 
body  could  ever  be  organized  without  the  adoption 
of  this  principle.  Yet,  in  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey 
members,  it  was  entirely  disregarded.  And  it  is  of 
awf  ul  portent  that  on  such  a question,  a question  in 
its  nature  strictly  judicial,  the  domination  of  party 
should  lead  men  thus  flagrantly  to  violate  first  prin- 
ciples. It  is  the  first  step  that  costs.  After  this 
open  disregard  of  elementary  rules  of  law  and  jus- 
tice, it  should  create  no  surprise  that  pending  the 
labors  of  a committee  especially  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain who  were  duly  elected,  a set  of  men  calling 
themselves  representatives  of  the  people  of  New 
Jersey,  who  had  no  certificates  from  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  state,  or  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
state,  were  voted  into  their  seats,  under  silence 
imposed  by  the  previous  question,  and  afterward 
gave  their  votes  for  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury 
law\  We  call  most  solemnly  upon  all  who,  with  us, 
believe  that  these  proceedings  alike  invade  the  rights 
of  the  states  and  dishonor  the  cause  of  popular  go- 
vernment and  free  institutions,  to  supply  an  efficient 
and  decisive  remedy,  by  the  usurpating  application 
of  the  elective  franchise. 

We  protest  against  the  plan  of  Ihe  administration 
respecting  the  Training  and  disciplining  of  the  mili- 
tia. The  president  now  admits  it  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional; arid  it  is  plainly  so,  on  the  face  of  it,  for  the 
trainingof  the  militia  is  by  the  constitution  expressly 
reserved  to  the  states.  If  it  w'ere  not  unconstitu- 
tional, it  would  yet  be  unnecessary,  burdensome, 
entailing  enormous  expense,  and  placing  dangerous 
powers  in  the  executive  hands.  It  belongs  to  the 
prolific  family  of  executive  projects,  and  it  is  a con- 
solation to  find  that  at  least  one  of  its  projects  has 
been  so  scorched  by  public  rebuke  and  reprobation, 
that  no  man  raises  his  hand,  or  opens  his  mouth  in 
its  favor. 

It  was  during  the  progress  of  the  late  administra- 
tion, and  under  the  well  known  auspices  ofthe  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate,  that  the  declaration  was  made 
in  the  senate,  that  in  regard  to  public  office,  the 
spoils  of  victory  belong  to  the  conquerors;  thus 
boldly  proclaiming,  as  the  creed  of  the  party,  that 
political  contests  are  rightfully  struggles  for  office 
and  emolument.  We  protest  against  doctrines  which 
thus  regard  offices  as  created  for  the  sake  of  incum- 
bents, and  stimulate  the  basest  passions  to  the  pur- 
suit of  public  trust. 

We  protest  against  the  repeated  instances  of  dis- 
regarding judicial  decisions,  by  officers  of  govern- 
ment, and  others  enjoying  its  countenance;  thus 
settling  up  executive  interpretation  over  the  solemn 
adjudications  of  courts  and  juries;  and  showing 
marked  disrespect  for  the  usual  and  constitutional 
interpretation  and  execution  of  the  laws. 

This  misgovernment  and  mal-administration 
would  have  been  the  more  tolerable,  if  they  had  riot 
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been  committed,  in  most  instances,  in  direct  con- 
tradiction of  the  warmest  professions,  and  the  most 
solemn  assurances.  Promises  of  abetter  currency, 
lor  example,  have  ended  in  the  destruction  of  all 
national  and  uniform  currency;  assurances  of  the 
strictest  economy  have  been  but  preludes  to  the 
most  wasteful  excess;  even  the  Florida  war  has 
been  conducted  under  loud  pretences  ol  severe  fru- 
gality; and  the  most  open,  unblushing  and  notorious 
interference  with  state  elections,  has  been  systema- 
tically practised  by  the  paid  agents  of  an  adminis- 
tration, which  in  the  full  freshness  of  its  oath  of 
office,  declared  that  one  of  its  leading  objects  should 
be  to  accomplish  that  taste  of  reform  which  particular- 
ly required  the  correction  of  those  abuses  which  brought 
(he  putronage  of  the  federal  government  into  conflict 
with  the  freedom  of  elections. 

In  the  teeth  of  this  solemn  assurance,  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  United  States  officers  have  been 
assessed  in  sums  bearing  proportion  to  the  whole 
amount  they  receive  Irom  the  treasury;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  their  partizans  even  in  state 
and  municipal  elections.  Whatever,  in  short,  has 
been  most  professed,  has  been  least  practised;  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that  the 
American  people  would  be  satisfied  with  pre- 
tence, and  a full-toned  assurance  of  patriotic  pur- 
pose. 

The  history  of  the  last  twelve  years  has  been  but 
the  history  of  broken  prom:  s and  disappointed 

hopes.  At  every  successive  period  of  this  history, 
an  enchanting,  rose-colored  futurity  has  been  spread 
out  before  the  people,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
great  concerns  of  revenue,  finance  and  currency. 
But  these  colors  have  faded  as  the  object  has  been 
approached.  Prospects  of  abundant  revenue  have 
resulted  in  the  necessity  of  borrowing;  the  brilliant 
hopes  of  a better  currency  end  in  general  derange- 
ment, stagnation  and  distress — and  while  the  whole 
country  is  roifsed  to  an  unprecedented  excitement 
by  the  pressure  of  the  times,  every  state  paper  from 
the  cabinet  at  Washington  comes  forth  fraught  with 
congratulations  on  that  happy  state  of  things  which 
the  wise  policy  of  the  administration  is  alleged  to 
have  brought  about!  Judged  by  the  tone  of  these 
papers,  every  present  movement  of  the  people  is 
quite  unreasonable;  and  all  attempts  at  change 
only  so  many  ungrateful  returns  lor  the  wise  and 
successful  administration  of  public  affairs! 

There  is  yet  another  subject  of  complaint  to 
which  we  feel  bound  to  advert,  by  our  veneration 
for  the  illustrious  dead,  by  our  iespect  for  truth,  by 
our  love  for  the  honor  of  our  country',  and  by  our 
own  wounded  pride  as  American  citizens.  We  feel 
that  the  country  has  been  dishonored;  and  we  desire 
to  Iree  ourselves  from  all  imputation  of  acquiescence 
in  the  paricidal  act.  The  late  president,  in  a com- 
munication to  congress,  more  than  intimates  that 
some  of  the  earliest  and  most  important  measures 
of  Washington’s  administration  were  the  offspring 
of  personal  motives  and  private  interests.  His  suc- 
cessor has  repeated  and  extended  this  accusation, 
and  given  to  it,  vve  are  compelled  to  say,  a greater 
degree  of  offensiveness  and  grossness.  No  man 
with  an  American  heart  in  his  bosom  can  endure 
this  without  feeling  the  deepest  humiliation  as  well 
as  the  most  burning  scorn.  The  fame  of  Washing- 
ton, and  his  immediate  associates,  is  of  the  richest 
treasures  of  the  country.  His  is  that  name  which 
an  American  may  utter  with  pride  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  and  which  wherever  uttered,  is  spouted 
to  the  skies  by  the  voices  of  all  true  lovers  of  hu- 
man liberty.  Imputations  which  assail  his  mea- 
sures so  rudely,  while  they  are  abominable  viola- 
tions of  the  truth  of  history,  are  an  insult  to  the 
country,  and  an  offence  against  the  moral  senti- 
ments of  civilized  mankind. 

Miserable,  miserable  indeed,  must  be  that  cause 
which  cannot  support  its  party  predominance,  its 
ruinous  schemes  and  senseless  experiments,  with- 
out thus  attempting  to  poison  the  fountain  of  truth, 
and  to  prove  the  government  of  our  country  dis- 
gracefully corrupt,  even  it's  very  cradle.  Our  hearts 
would  sink  within  us,  if  we  believed  that  such  ef- 
forts could  succeed;  but  they  must  be  impotent. 
Neither  the  recent,  nor  the  present  president,  was 
born  to  cast  a shade  on  the  character  of  Washing- 
ton or  his  associates.  The  destiny  of  both  has  been, 
rather,  to  illustrate  by  contrast  that  wisdom  and 
those  virtues  which  they  have  not  imitated,  and  to 
hurl  blows,  which  the  affectionate  veneration  of 
American  citizens,  and  the  general  justice  of  the 
civilized  world,  will  render  harmless  to  others,  and 
powerful  only  in  their  recoil  upon  themselves.  If 
this  language  be  strong,  so  also  is  that  feeling  of  in- 
dignation which  has  suggested  it;  and  on  an  occa- 
sion like  this,  we  could  not  leave  this  consecrated 
spot,  without  the  consciousness  of  having  omitted 
an  indispensable  duty,  had  we  not  thus  given  utter- 
ance to  the  fullness  of  our  hearts,  and  marked  with 
our  severest  rebuke,  and  most  thorough  reprobation 


and  scorn,  a labored  effort  to  fix  a deep  and  endur- 
ing stain  on  the  early  history  ol  the  government. 

Finally,  on  this  spot,  the  fame  of  which  began 
with  our  liberty,  and  can  only  end  with  it,  in  the 
presence  of  these  multitudes,  of  the  whole  country, 
and  of  the  world,  we  declare  our  conscientious  con- 
victions that  the  present  administration  has  proved 
itself  incapable  ot  conducting  the  public  affairs  of 
the  nation  in  such  a manner  as  shall  preserve  the 
constitution,  maintain  the  public  liberty,  arid  secure 
general  prosperity.  We  declare  with  the  utmost 
sincerity,  that  we  believe  its  main  purpose  to  have 
been,  to  continue  its  own  power,  influence  and  po- 
pularity; that  to  this  end  it  has  abandoned  indispen- 
sable but  highly  responsible  constitutional  duties; 
that  it  has  trifled  with  the  great  concerns  of  finance 
and  currency; — that  it  has  used  the  most  reprehen- 
sible means  for  influencing  public  opinion;  that  it 
has  countenanced  the  application  of  public  money 
to  party  purposes; — that  it  seeks  to  consolidate  and 
strengthen  party  by  every  form  of  public  patronage; 
that  it  laboriously  seeks  to  conceal  the  truth  from 
the  people  on  subjects  of  great  interest;  that  it  has 
shown  itself  to  be  selfish  in  its  ends  and  corrupt  in 
its  means;  and  that  if  it  should  be  able  to  maintain 
itself  in  power  through  another  term,  there  is  the 
most  imminent  danger  that  it  will  plunge  the  coun- 
try in  still  farther  difficulty,  bring  on  still  greater 
disorder  and  distress,  and  undermine  at  once  the 
foundations  of  the  public  prosperity  and  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country. 

Men  thus  false  to  their  own  professions,  fabe  to 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  false  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  and  false  to  the  highest  honor  of 
their  country,  are  unfit  to  be  the  rulers  of  this  le- 
public. 

The  people  of  1 he  United  States  have  a right  to 
good  government.  They  have  a right  to  an  honest 
and  faithful  exercise  of  all  the  powers  of  the  consti- 
tution as  understood  and  practised  in  the  best  days 
of  the  republic  for  the  general  good.  They  have 
an  inalienable  right  to  the  blessings  of  that  liberty 
which  their  fathers  achieved,  and  all  the  benefits  of 
that  union  which  their  fathers  established. 

And  standing  here,  this  day,  with  the  memory  of 
those  fathers  fresh  on  our  hearts,  and  with  the  fields 
of  their  glory  and  the  monuments  of  their  fame  full 
in  our  view — with  Bunker  Hill  beneath  us,  and 
Concord,  and  Lexington,  and  Dorchester  Heights, 
and  Faneuil  Hall  all  around  11s — we  here,  as  a part 
of  the  people,  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other  and  to 
our  country,  to  spare  no  lawful  and  honorable 
efforts  to  vindicate  and  maintain  these  rights,  and 
to  remove  from  the  high  places  of  the  nation  men 
who  have  thus  contemned  and  violated  them. 

And  we  earnestly,  and  solemnly  invoke  all  good 
men  and  true  patriots  throughout  the  union,  forego- 
ing all  considerations  of  party,  and  forgetting  all 
distinction  of  state  or  section,  to  rally  once  more, 
as  our  fathers  did  in  ’75,  against  tire  common  op- 
pressors of  our  country,  and  to  unite  with  ns  in  re- 
storing our  glorious  constitution  to  its  true  interpre- 
tation, its  practical  administration,  and  its  just  su- 
premacy. 

In  such  a cause,  principles  are  every  thing;  in- 
dividuals nothing.  Yet  we  cannot  forget  that  we 
have  worthy,  honest,  capable  candidates  for  the  of- 
fices from  which  we  hope  to  rembve  the  present 
incumbents. 

Those  who  desire  a change,  throughout  the  whole 
country,  have  agreed  with.extraordinary  unanimity 
to  support  gen.  William  H.  Harrison  for  the  office 
of  president.  We  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  and 
faithful  citizen,  who  has  served  his  country  success- 
fully in  divers  civil  trusts,  and  we  believe  him  a 
veteran  soldier,  whose  honor  and  bravery  cannot  be 
questioned.  We  give  him  our  unhesitating  confi- 
dence; and  in  that  confidence  we  shall  support  him 
and  the  distinguished  citizen  of  Virginia,  who  has 
been  nominated  for  the  vice  presidency,  with  all 
our  hearts,  through  the  present  contest;  convinced 
by  their  election  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution 
will  be  restored,  the  prosperity  of  the  people  reviv- 
ed, the  stability  of  our  free  institutions  reassured, 
and  the  blessing  of  union  and  liberty  secured  to 
ourselves  and  posterity. 

Mr.  Webster  then  severally  introduced  gov.  Pen- 
nington, of  New  Jersey;  gov.  Ellsworth  and  bon. 
Dennis  Kimbly,  of  Connecticut;  gov.  Kent  and  Geo. 
Evans,  of  Maine;  hon.  B.  Watkins  Leigh,  of  Va.; 
hon.  S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont;  hon.  Asher  Robbins 
and  hon.  J.  L.  Tillinghast  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
non.  Ogden  Hoirman  and  hon.  Philip  Hone  of  New 
York;  all  of  w hom  made  brief  addresses,  and  all  of 
whom  were  greeted  with  enthusiastic  and  long  con- 
tinued chetts — need  vve  say  that  none  were  louder 
or  more  hearty  orlonger continued  than  those  which 
rent  the  air  at  each  address  of  Daniel  Webster  to  his 
countrymen. 

The  clouds  had  been  collecting,  like  every  thing 
else  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bunker  Hill,  during  the 


afternoon,  and  there  had  been  occasional  drops  from 
them  lor  an  hour  or  so,  though  not  enough  to  lay 
the  dust  or  to  cool  the  heated  air;  but  when  the  hon. 
Philip  Hone  called  upon  all  those  in  favor  of  Har- 
rison’s electoin,  to  say  ay,  there  rose  a deafening 
shout,  which  fairly  “tore  the  welkin  to  tatters,”  and 
dissolved  the  clouds  into  their  original  elements; 
and  had  not  the  hospitable  citizens  of  Charlestown 
interposed,  we  venture  to  say,  there  would  have 
been  a greater  number  of  “dem’d  damp,  moist,  un- 
pleasant bodies”  together  on  the  10th  September, 
than  were  ever  before  congregated  on  the  western 
continent. 

LAST  NIGHT’S  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  city  rang  again  last  night  with  the  huzzas  of 
the  whigs.  At  old  Faneuil  Hall,  Daniel  Webster 
presided,  and  the  hall  was  crowded  by  one  of  the 
largest  assemblages  of  citizens  that  ever  convened 
within  its  time-honored  walls.  Upon  the  entrance 
ofMr.  Webster  and  the  distinguished  gentlemen 
w'ho  had  been  invited  to  attend,  the  building  re- 
sounded with  loud  and  prolonged  acclamations. — 
“Three  cheers  for  Webster,  three  cheers  for  Leigh,” 
were  given  in  rapid  succession,  ?^d  the  utmost  en- 
thusiasm was  manifested. 

Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  audience  in  a few  re- 
marks, and  then  presented  the  hon.  Benjamin  Wat- 
kins Leigh,  of  Virginia,  who  was  received  with  im- 
mense cheering.  It  is  impossible  to  give  even  a 
sketch  of  the  eloquent  address  of  this  most  distin- 
guished son  of  the  Old  Dominion,  at  the  late  hour 
at  which  we  write — suffice  it  to  say,  it  was  worthy 
of  the  high  reputation  of  the  orator,  and  of  the  state 
which  has  the  honor  and  the  pride  of  numbering 
him  among  her  jewels.  Gov.  Pennington,  oLNew 
Jersey,  followed  Mr.  Leigh,  and  he  had  good  reason 
to  be  proud  of  his  reception.  The  governor  is  a 
straight-forward,  bold,  commanding  speaker,  and 
was  most  loudly  cheered.  Then  came  governor 
Ellsworth — that  whig  of  whigs — whose  appearance 
and  remarks  were  greeted  with  prolonged  shouts. 
The  gallant  col.  O’Fallan  of  Missouri,  one  of  gen. 
Harrison’s  aids  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  vva3 
also  introduced  to  the  multitude  by  Mr.  Webster, 
and  he  rendered  his  thanks  in  a happy  and  appro- 
priate manner. 

Marlboro  Chapel.  Here  the  hon.  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp  presided,  and  there  was  a great  gathering. — 
Ogden  Hoffman,  ofN.  York,  delivered  a most  thril- 
ling and  soul -stirring  speech.  Mr.  Hoffman’s  style 
of  speaking  is  remarkably  pleasing,  and  his  elo- 
quence met  with  a most  enthusiastic  response  from 
every  voice  in  the  hall.  The  applause  was  deafen- 
ing. He  was  followed  by  Reverdy  Johnson,  of 
Baltimore,  iri  an  able  and  impressive  address.  The 
chapel  was  thronged. 

jit  City  Hall.  The  hon.  JamesT.  Austin  presid- 
ed at  the  meeting  held  in  the  balcony  of  the  City 
Hall.  Here  there  were  most  animated  and  spirit- 
stirring  speeches  delivered  by  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Illi- 
nois, gov.  Lincoln,  ofMass.  Mr.  Saltonstali,  of  Es- 
sex, and  M r.  Evans,  of  Maine.  More  than  five  thou- 
sand people  composed  the  audience. 

At  Whig  Republican  Hall.  There  were  first  rate 
addresses  delivered  from  the  balcony  of  the  whig 
reading  room,  at  which  meeting  Stephen  Fairbanks, 
esq.  presided.  The  gentleman  who  spoke  were 
Messrs.  Upham,  of  Vermont,  Neal,  of  Portland,  and 
Eliot,  of  New  Bedford,  and  some  other  gentlemen 
whose  names  we  could  not  obtain.  There  were 
from  five  to  eight  thousand  present. 

Every  thing  passed  off  every  where  in  the  most 
joyous  and  delightful  manner. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas,  Sept.  12. 

Meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  yesterday.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  and  impressive  scenes  growing  out 
of  the  Bunker  Hill  convention,  was  the  meeting  in 
Faneuil  Hall  yesterday  forenoon.  The  spacious 
building  was  thronged  to  its  utmost  capacity  with 
true  hearted  whigs,  eager  to  gaze  upon  the  venera- 
ble survivors  of  the  revolutionary  army,  w ho,  to  the 
number  of  from  50  to  75,  were  seated  on  the  platform 
of  the  main  floor,  to  testily  their  sense  of  the  invalu- 
able services  of  these  ancient  heroes  in  delivering 
our  country  from  British  tyranny.  They  were  mar- 
shaled to  their  places  and  guarded  by  the  Boston 
committee  of  arrangements,  under  the  direction  of 
George  W.  Gordon,  chairman.  The  hon.  Daniel 
Webster  presided  with  the  dignity  of  manner  and 
impressiveness  of  address  peculiar  to  himself,  and 
near  him  were  many  distinguished  genth  men  from 
various  states,  with  members  of  congress  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  speaker  of  our  house  of  representa- 
tives, &c  8tc.  Able  and  impressive  speeches  were 
made  by  the  president,  and  hon.  Asher  Robbins,  of 
Rhode  Island,  hon.  B.  W.  Leigh,  of  Va.  hon.  P. 
Hone,  of  N.  York,  hon.  R.  Jo!inson_,joLMaryJand, 
hon.  Mr.  Eastman,  of  N&BL Hampshire,  Messrs. 
Dawson,  of  Michigan,  King,  of  N.  York,  anil  Pium- 
iner,  of  N.  Hampshire. 


48 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  19,  1840— CHRONICLE. 


CHRONICLE.  1 

Amherst  college.  At  a late  commencement  of 
Amherst  college,  there  were  forty-four  graduates. 

Ex-president  Adams.  The  St.  John’s  (N.  B.)  He- 
rald of  the  9th  inst.  announces  the  arrival  at  that  city 
of  the  lion.  John  Q.  Adams,  in  the  steamer  Maid  of 
the  Mist.  He  was  to  leave  for  Frederickton  next 
morning. 

American  board  of  missions.  The  receipts  of  the 
American  board  of  missions,  during  the  past  year, 
have  amounted  to  $241,991;  expenditures,  $265,774. 
Balance  against  the  board,  $24,083. 

Cochrane’s  cannon.  The  New  York  American 
contains  a notice,  at  some  length,  of  an  experimental 
exhibition  of  Mr.  Cochrane’s  patent  bomb  cannon  at 
Castle  Garden.  The  advantages  which  it  possesses 
over  the  common  cannon  appear  to  be  incalculable. 
The  rapidity  of  the  discharges  is  so  great  that  three 
balls  may  be  in  the  air  at  the  same  moment,  so  that  a 
regular  stream  of  shot  or  shells  can  be  kept  up  from 
this  terrible  weapon.  There  are  three  chambers, 
through  which,  after  every  discharge,  a stream  of  cold 
air  rushes,  thus  preventing  the  piece  from  acquiring  a 
degree  of  heat  capable  of  igniting  powder — a fact  de- 
monstrated by  Mr,  Cochrane,  who,  after  sixty  dis- 
charges, and  when  the  gun  was  as  hot  as  it  could  pos- 
sibly be  made,  took  a keg  of  powder  and  poured  a 
charge  therefrom  into  the  chamber  of  the  cylinder  with 
the  utmost  coolness  and  with  perfect  safety.  The  gun 
requires  neither  sponging  nor  stopping  the  vent. 

Mr.  Cochrane  is  about  to  carry  his  gun  to  England, 
where  he  will  no  doubt  find  a quick  eye  to  its  advan- 
tages, and  a ready  purse  to  secure  them.  The  effi- 
ciency of  the  gun  is  so  great  that  it  is  computed  that 
one  steamer,  with  two  of  Cochrane’s  sixty-four  pound- 
ers, could  cope  with  and  destroy  any  line  of  battle 
ship,  armed  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Cbambersburg,  Pa.  Population,  white  males  in 
borough,  1,893;  white  females,  1,554;  black  males,  106; 
black  females,  163.  Total  3,216. 

White  males  in  suburbs,  345;  white  females,  336; 
black  males,  71;  black  females,  114.  Total  864. 

Total  in  the  borough  and  suburbs  4,080. 

Crops.  English  papers  of  3d  Aug.  represent  the 
crops  as  promising  abundance.  Harvest  had  com- 
menced earlier  than  for  the  last  ten  years — the  grain 
extremely  well  cured  and  the  kernals  plump  and  sound. 
The  fine  sunny  weather  had  ripened  the  corn  with 
extreme  rapidity.  The  crops  will  be  much  above  an 
average. 

London,  Aug.  15th.  From  all  parts  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  the  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  weather, 
and  the  progress  of  the  harvest,  are  uniformily  good. 

The  Indicatuerof  Bordeaux  says,  that  the  crops  in 
the  south  of  France  will  about  equal  those  of  1839. 

Cotton.  London , Aug.  8,  Market  firm,  to-day, 

6.000  bates  sold,  1,000  on  speculation,  with  a slight  ad- 
vance of  price. 

Liverpool,  15 th  August.  We  have  had  a general 
demand  for  cotton,  and  the  sales  for  the  week  end- 
ed last  evening  amount  to  45  950  bales,  of  which, 
15  640  were  Uplands,  at  4Ja6J;  11,800  Orleans  at 
5a8;  14,300  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  4£a7;  320  Sea 
Island  at  15al5|;  and  140  stained  at  6al2d.  per  lb. 
Speculators  have  taken  18,500  bales  during  the  week, 
and  3,009  have  been  sold  for  exportation.  The  mar- 
ket has  not  been  so  animated  to-day,  but  a fair  busi- 
ness has  been  done,  the  sales  being  estimated  at  about 

5.000  bales,  of  which  1,200  are  on  speculation.  Prices 
of  the  ordinary  and  middling  qualities  have  improved 
jaj  per  lb.  on  the  last  ten  days,  the  advance  beingmost 
decided  in  the  inferior  descriptions,  but  the  better 
qualities  are  without  change  of  moment.  The  ac- 
counts of  the  Manchester  market  continues  favorable. 

The  week  ending  Aug.  29th,  the  sales  amounted  to 
17,700  bales,  including  1,550  American  on  speculation, 
and  600  American  for  export.  5,580  New  Orleans, 
quoted  at  5a7£;  3,340  Mobile,  at  5a6|.  The  market 
during  the  week  remained  steady. 

August  31st.  Cotton  in  Liverpool  was  selling  large- 
ly at  moderate  but  steady  prices;  say  for  Upland,  from 
5d.  to  6d.  for  Mobile  from  5d.  to6d.  and  for  New  Or- 
leans 5d.  to  7d. 

Havre,  Aug. 8.  Cottton  remains  stationary,  for  want 
of  buyers. 

At  N.  York,  Sept.  15.  The  stock  has  been  augment- 
ed to  10,000  bales — sales  500  bales  at  steady  prices. 

The  exports  from  Charleston,  from  October  1,  1839, 
to  August  23,  1840,  have  been — Sea  Island,  19,633 
bales;  Upland,  231,206  bales;  against  last  season — Sea 
Island,  10,485  bales.  Upland,  199, S79  bales.  Thestock 
on  hand.  August  23,  was — Sea  Island,  350  bales,  Up- 
land, 2,412  bales;  against  last  season,  Sea  Island, 
1,464  bales,  Upland,  3,511  bales. 

Deaths.  The  number  reported  for  the  last  week  in 
Boston  was  58. 

In  New  York  183,  of  which  69  were  under  2 years 
of  age. 

At  Philadelphia  95,  of  which  48  were  under  2 years 
of  age. 

Ai  Baltimore  49  of  which  20  were  under  2 years,  3 
free  colored  and  3 slaves. 

At  Washington  City,  during  the  month  of  August, 
43,  of  which  23  were  of  and  under  2 years,  and  8 of 
consumption. 

At  Charleston  S.  C.  for  the  week  ending  39th  ult. 
18,  for  the  week  ending  9th  inst.  17. 


Elections.  State  elections  take  place  in  Maryland 
on  the  7th,  Massachusetts  on  the  9tb,  South  Carolina 
on  the  12th,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  on  the  13th  Octo- 
ber. In  Mississippi,  Michigan  and  Arkansas  on  the  2d, 
New  York  on  the  2d,  3d  and  4th,  New  Jersey  on  the 
3d  and  4th,  and  Delaware  on  the  10th  November. 

Pennsylvania  is  the  first  state  which  elects  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president,  their  election  occurs  on 
the  30th  October.  New  York  is  the  last  to  elect,  their 
election  occurs  on  the  23d  and  24th  November. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  Boston,  par;  Philadel- 
phia, 3j;  Baltimore,  1^;  Washington,  2;  Richmond,  3j; 
Charleston,  If  a 2;  Augusta,  6 a 7;  Macon,  12;  New 
Orleans,  4 a 4|;  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  6. 

Flour..  At  New  York  for  western,  $5a5  12;  Ohio 
round  hoops,  $4  94;  Georgetown  and  Howard  street, 
$5  50. 

At  Baltimore,  receiving  price  $5a5  12^;  selling  $5  25. 

At  Alexandria,  $5  receiving  price. 

At  Charleston  S.  C.  selling  price  $6  25a6  50. 

At  Wheeling  on  the  12th  flour  was  selling  at  $3a3  25. 

At  Baltimore  considerable  demand  during  the  week, 
and  holders  ask  an  advance  of  124  on  the  last  quota- 
tions— some  sales  of  choice  brands  at  $5  10;  receiving 
price  $5;  for  city  mills  holders  ask  $5  25;  Susquehan- 
na, $5  12|.  Inspections  of  the  week,  5,665  bbls.  of 
Howard  street;  5,447  city  mills;  100  Susquehanna. — 
Total  11,212  bbls.  and  2S5  half  bbls. 

London,  Aug.  15.  Sweet  flour  in  bond  27s.a29s.  and 
duty  paid  dull  at  34s.  6d.a35s.  6d.  per  bbl.  The  duty  on 
wheat  is  reduced  this  week  to  10s.  8d.  per  qr.  and  on 
flour  to  6s.  5d.  per  bbl. 

Kyanising  timber.  Within  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks,  the  Manchester  and  Birmingham  railway  com- 
pany have  commenced  kyanising  tlieir  wood  sleepers 
in  a much  more  quick  and  effectual  manner  than  by 
the  old  mode  of  simply  depositing  ihe  limber  immersed 
in  the  prepared  liquid.  The  company  have  had  made 
a large  iron  cylindrical  vessel,  weighing  about  fO  tons, 
and  which  is  about  30  feet  long  and  six  or  7 feet  dia- 
meter, made  from  wrought  iron  plates  five-eighths  thick 
a4id  double  riveted,  which  vessel  is  capable  of  resisting 
a pressure  of  250  pounds  on  the  inch.  The  vessel  be- 
ing filled  as  compactly  as  possible  with  wood  sleepers, 
12  inches  broad  and  seven  inches  thick,  the  liquid  is 
then  forced  in  with  one  of  Braman’s  hydraulic  pumps, 
worked  by  six  men  to  a pressure  of  170  pounds  on  the 
inch.  By  this  means  the  timber  is  completely  saturat- 
ed throughout  in  about  10  hours,  which  operation  on 
the  old  system,  took  some  months  to  effect.  [ Clipper . 

Maine  election.  The  information  from  Maine  by 
last  night’s  mail  is,  that  the  whig  gain  for  governor  so 
far,  over  the  election  of  1839  is  6,612,  and  over  the  elec- 
tion of  1838,  2,804 — rendering  it  very  probably  that 
Kent  is  elected,  the  Portland  Advertiser  says,  by  about 

1,000  majority.  A majority  of  the  senate  certainly,  and 
probably  a majority  of  the  house  will  be  whig.  Allen 
is  said  to  be  elected  to  congress  in  the  Penobscot  dis- 
trict. 

Nashville.  By  the  recent  census,  it  appears  that 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Nashville  contain  8,133  inha- 
bitants, and  that  there  are  eight  commission  houses, 
the  united  capital  of  which  is  $200,000.  And  76  dry 
good  and  grocery  stores,  employing  capital  to  the 
amount  of  $1,S44,400. 

Opium.  No  less  than  30,000  chests  of  opium  are 
smoked  up  by  the  Chinese  annually,  the  passion,  while 
it  increases  the  use  of  the  poison  to  a species  of  insa- 
nity, destroys  body  and  mind. 

Wm.  M.  Price,  late  United  States  district  attorney 
for  the  state  of  Now  York,  has  returned  to  the  practice 
of  law  in  that  city.  Pie  contends  that  the  government 
is  in  debt  to  him.  Suits  to  a large  amount  have  been 
commenced  against  him. 

Rice  crops.  The  Georgetown  (S.  C.)  American  of 
the  2d  instant,  says:  “A  number  of  the  planters  of  this 
district  commenced  harvesting  several  days  ago.  From 
the  inquiries  we  have  made,  we  feel  authorised  to  say 
the  crop  will  not  be  short  of  that  gathered  last  year.” 

Steamboats.  The  steamboat  Boston  came  in  col- 
lision with  the  sloop  North  American  near  Buttermilk 
falls  about  12  o’clock  at  night,  by  which  her  boiler  was 
displaced,  one  of  her  hands  killed  and  a passenger 
drowned. 

Steamers.  The  Britannia  reached  her  moorings  in 
Liverpool  in  the  afternoon  of  August  14,  making  the 
run  from  Boston  in  13  days,  and  in  9 days  and  15 
hours  from  the  time  she  tripped  her  anchor  off  Halifax. 
The  British  Queen  was  oil'  Plymouth  August  15th, 
making  just  14  days  ou  the  passage  from  New  York. 

Salem,  Mass.  The  United  State  census  of  the  city 
of  Salem  exhibits  a population  of  15,051,  of  whom  are 
white  males,  7,013;  do.  female,  7,746;  colored  males, 
140;  do.  females  152. 

The  sisters  of  charity.  An  agent  of  this  associa- 
tion lias  purchased  a ten  acre  lot  tin  the  Harford  road 
in  the  suburbs  of  Baltimore  city,  (or  the  purpose  of 
erecting  thereon,  two  spacious  buildings  as  hospitals 
for  inv  dids;  the  one  for  male  and  the  other  for  female 
patients. 

Silk.  The  Peru  (Indiana)  Gazette  states  that  the 
silk  business  is  pursued  with  success  in  that  vicinity. 
A Mr.  Noyer  ol  Miami  county  has  so  far  exceeded  his 
expectations  in  the  production  of  the  article  during  the 
first  year  of  his  experience,  that  he  is  about  to  enlarge 


his  means  and  prepare  for  extensive  operations  the  next 
season. 

Some  fine  specimens  of  silk  have  been  raised  by  Mr. 
Coleman,  of  Frederick,  Md.  from  worms  fed  on  the 
white  mulberry. 

Sperm  and  whale  oil.  We  learn  from  the  Nan- 
tucket Inquirer,  that  during  the  month  of  August  there 
were  imported  into  the  United  States  9,980  barrels  or 
324,350  gallons  of  sperm,  and  11,325  barrels,  or  368,062 
gallons  of  whale  oil. 

Stocks.  American  stocks.  The  following  were  the 
quotations  in  London  on  the  8th  August: 

Alabama  sterling  fives,  7Sa80;  Indiana  do.  do.  77  j a 
78;  do.  fives,  1865-6,  69a70;  Illinois  sixes,  1860,  75a76; 
Kentucky  do.  1868,  84a86;  Louisiana  sterling  fives, 
89a90;  do.  fives,  1344-52,  883;  Maryland  four  and  a 
halt,  82a83;  do.  sterling  fives,  84;  New  York  fives, 
1855,  87a88;  do.  do.  1860,88a8S4;  Ohio  sixes,  1350, 
90a91;  Pennsylvania  fives,  1860,  82a 83  ex.  div.;  South 
Carolina  sterling  fives,  (Palmer’s),  S9a90;  Tennessee 
sixes,  84;  United  States  bank  shares,  £151a£15g;  do. 
debentures,  98a99;  New  York  city,  fives,  SOjaSl;  New 
York  Idle  and  Trust,  fives,  81|a81f. 

The  stocks  of  the  United  States  bank  has  revived 
some  what — sales  were  made  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
12ih  instant,  at  66a67;  and  at  New  York  on  the  14th 
300  shares  at  63j;  and  on  the  15th  at  63 4. 

Virginia  bank  stock.  At  auction,  on  the  8th  instant, 
at  Norfolk,  twenty  shares  of  stock  of  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  of  Virginia,  sold  at  98f,  and  ten  shares  of  ex- 
change bank  at  par,  ($100). 

London,  Aug.  14.  The  funds  were  again  heavy  to- 
day in  both  markets,  particularly  towards  the  close. 
Consols,  which  had  been  done  at 90f  for  money,  left 
off  at  90^,  the  final  quotation,  for  the  account,  being 
904,  buyers.  Bank  stock  declined  to  169  60,  and  ex- 
chequer bill  to  23s.  2Ss.  premium. 

Temperance.  The  consumption  of  spirits  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  has  risen  from  9,200,000  gallons, 
in  1817,  to  29,200,000  in  1837.  The  poor  law  commis- 
sioners estimate  the  money  annually  spent  in  ardent 
spirits,  at  £24,000,000.  The  quantiry  consumed  in 
England,  is  in  the  ratio  of  7 l-9th  pints  per  head;  in 
Ireland,  more  than  13  pints  per  head;  and  in  Scotland, 
23  pints  per  head  per  annum. 

Tobacco.  Amsterdam,  July  30.  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia tobacco  sold  readily.  Of  the  former  487  hhds. 
lately  arrived,  found  instant  buyers;  but  at  what  price 
was  not  said.  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  leaves  were  also 
inquired  after;  but  in  all  other  sorts  no  business  had 
been  done. 

At  Baltimore.  Former  quotations  fully  sustained  and 
the  demand  active.  Inspections  of  the  week  978  hhds. 
Maryland,  338  Ohio  and  40  Kentucky. 

Inspections  of  tobacco  in  Virginia  for  ihe  year  ending 


Hhds. 

Stock. 

Richmond— 

-passed  and  refused 

19,560 

uncounted. 

Petersburg 

do.  do. 

13,490 

2,298 

Lynchburg 

do.  do. 

12,519 

2,053 

Farrnville 

do.  do. 

4,464 

653 

Clarksville 

do.  do. 

2,600 

small. 

Official 

52  633 

Other  places,  conjectured 

1,875 

Total 

54,508 

The  editor  of  the  Lynchburg  Virginian  offers  the 
following  advice  to  the  growers  of  Virginia  tobacco: — 

The  additional  duty  placed  on  tobacco  by  Great  Bri- 
tain makes  it  the  interest  of  the  Virginia  planter  to 
raise  heavy,  rich,  thick  leaf  tobacco  for  that  market. 
In  order  to  do  this,  top  low,  never  exceeding  eight 
leaves,  and  come  down  to  six,  and  prime  in  that  way 
which  is  best  calculated  to  effect  the  object,  and  be 
sure  to  let  the  tobacco  stand  until  it  is  thoroughly  ripe. 
We  would  especially  guard  the  planters  upon  this  sub- 
ject, for  nine  out  of  ten  cut  their  tobacco  entirely  green. 
Unless  we  adopt  the  above  system,  we  shall  have  our 
tobacco  superceded  by  the  western  not  only  in  Great 
Britain  but  in  all  Europe  We  have  a climate  and  soil 
unrivalled,  and  with  care  can  raise  the  finest  tobacco 
in  the  world. 

Wheat.  Supplies  are  now  coming  forward  by  the 
Erie  canal  more  freely.  From  the  1st  to  the  7th  Sep- 
tember more  than  70,000  bushels  were  delived  at  West 
Troy. 

Export.  The  Liverpool  packet  ship  Monongahcla 
is  loading  with  wheat  and  oats.  About  16,000  bushels 
of  the  former  and  10,000  bushels  of  the  latter  are  alrea- 
dy engaged.  [Phil.  N.  Amer. 

At  Baltimore,  Maryland  red  $1  00a  1 06;  Pennsylva- 
nia $1  08  to  1 11. 

At  Wheeling,  wheat  was  selling  on  the  12th  at  40  cts. 

London,  August  15.  The  harvest  is  proceeding  fa- 
vorably and  the  grain  market  continues  dull — we  quote 
bonded  wheat7s.  6d.a8s.  6d.  per70  lb.  and9s.al0s.  per 
of  lb.  for  free. 

London,  August  31.  It  seems  to  be  considered  that 
our  amount  ol  crops  will  be  increased— and  that  the 
value  of  no  article  may  be  expected  to  range  very  high 
excepting  that  of  wheat  and  flour — which  is  not  ex- 
pected to  fall  below  the  present  excessive  rates  The 
duty  on  foreign  wheat  declined  on  Thursday  last  to  6s. 
8d.  per  quarter  and  to  4s.  fd.  per  barrel  of  196  lbs.  with 
the  probability  that  on  Tuursday  next  the  duty  will 
further  decline  to  2s.  8d.  per  quarter  on  wheat  and  2s. 
fd.  per  barrel  on  flour  ol  196  lbs.  This  will  be  about 
equivalent  to  an  opening  of  the  ports. 
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^^-Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  sa'isfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLE. 

HAYTI. 

Catholic  church  We  find  the  Journal  des  De- 
bats, (Paris)  the  following  letter  from  the  pope  to 
president  Boyer: 

To  our  dear  son,  the  illustrious  and  honorable  Boy- 
er, president  of  the  republic  of  Hayti.  Gregory 

XVI,  pontiff. 

Many  and  unanimous  accounts,  as  well  as  the 
correspondence  of  your  ministers,  have  apprised 
the  chair  of  Rome,  which,  by  the  will  of  God,  we 
now  occupy,  of  the  zeal  which  distinguishes  your 
excellency,  and  of  your  sincere  desire  to  cherish 
and  consolidate  the  Catholic  religion,  which  has 
been  rendered  by  the  constitution  of  Hayti,  the 
religion  of  the  state. 

These  sentiments,  worthy  of  a Christian  and  of 
an  enlightened  prince,  have  filled  us  with  the  more 
lively  satisfaction,  because  we  hope  that  they  will 
advance  the  glory  of  God  andjhe  eternal  salvation 
of  man;  that  ihey  will  constitute  a title  of  honor  to 
yourself  in  life,  and  will  obtain  for  you  a great  and 
glorious  recompense  hereafter. 

In  former  years,  the  apostolical  chair  of  Rome 
has  labored,  by  correspondence  and  by  missions,  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  faith  in  the  illustrious 
republic  of  Hayti;  but,  owing  to  tire  distance,  and 
various  other  circumstances,  nothing  definitive  has 
yet  been  done.  We  have  now  determined  to  send 
near  your  excellency,  our  legate,  the  venerable 
brother  John  England,  bishop  of  Charleston,  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  wdiose  intelli- 
gence and  piety  are  well  known,  that  he  may  treat 
with  your  excellency  respecting  the  affairs  of  the 
Catholic  religion  throughout  the  republic;  that  he 
may  deliberate  with  your  excellency  respecting 
the  choice  of  pastors;  that  he  may  form  a national 
clergy,  establish  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people:  that  by 
your  excellency’s  aid  and  favor,  our  said  legate 
may  execute  his  task  successfully.  He  is  invested 
with  the  requisite  authority,  and.  we  recommend 
him  to  your  protection.  In  the  hope  that  this  will 
be  extended,  we  cordially  bestow  on  your  excel- 
lency, and  the  republic  which  you  governor,  the 
apostolical  benediction. 

Given  at  St.  Peter’s,  at  Rome,  sealed  with  the 
seal  of  the  fisherman,  the  20th  of  May,  (4,)  A.D. 
1334,  and  of  our  pontificate,  the  third. 

GASPER  GASPARINI. 

Vor,.  IX— Sro.  4. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Gabriel 
Montamatto  be  deputy  postmaster  at  New  Orleans, 
in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  vice  William  McQueen, 
resigned. 

Foreign  legation.  M.  Pageot,  brother-in-law 
of  M.  Serrurier,  passes  from  Washington,  where  he 
has  been  secretary  of  legation,  to  Madrid,  as  first 
secretary  of  the  embassy.  He  is  replaced  [at  Wash- 
ington] by  M.  Chattry-Lalosse,  son  of  the  colonel 
of  that  name.  [ Courier  des  Etuis  Unis. 

The  revenue.  Suspected  fraud.  We  learn 
from  the  Boston  Times  that  an  extensive  importer 
of  French  goods  has  been  arrested  by  order  of  the 
collector  of  New  York,  Mr.  Hoyt,  charged  with 
perjury  for  entering  and  swearing  to  a false  invoice 
of  merchandise.  He  was  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars. 

Trade  and  commerce.  American  cottons.  The 
chamber  of  commerce  and  manufactures  of  Amster- 
dam has  published  a notice  to  the  effect,  that,  ac- 
cording to  arrangements  made  by  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  in  concert  with  the  Danish  go- 
vernment, American  cotton,  no  matter  under  what 
flag,  and  corning  from  any  European  ports  except- 
ing those  of  tire  Mediterranean,  will  be  henceforth 
admitted  into  the  Russian  ports  in  the  Baltic  with- 
out being  furnished  with  clean  bills  of  health  deli- 
vered by  the  Dutch  quarantine  officers.  The  Ame- 
rican origin  of  the  cotton  must  be  proved  by  the  re- 
quisite certificates  delivered  by  the  Russian  consuls 
in  the  ports  from  which  it  is  consigned,  or  in  the 
absence  of  consuls,  by  certificates  of  the  local  au- 
thorities. 

Commerce  of  the  U.  States.  Conformably 
to  the  intimation  contained  in  the  circular  of  the  3d 
instant,  we  to-day  insert  a statement  of  the  extent 
of  the  commerce  arid  exchange  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain  direct, and  indirect  through  Bri- 
tish America,  China,  and  ten  differet  European  na- 
tions. We  announced  in  our  exposition  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  aggregate  external  com- 
merce of  the  United  Stales,  that  whilst  the  charac- 
teristic of  British  commerce  was  an  inordinate  excess 
ot  export,  that  of  the  United  States  wasan  inordinate 
excess  ot  import,  the  imports  in  the  last  nine  years, 
(including  upwards  of  100,000,000  of  dollars  in  gold 
and  silver),  having  exceeded  the  exports  by  upwar  ds 
of  230,000,000  of  dollars,  and  we  concluded  our  ex- 
position by  stating  that  that  excess  was  exclusively 
at  the  expense  ot  England;  in  corroboration  of  that 
conclusion  we  now  direct  the  attention  of  our  rea- 
ders to  the  account,  not  with  Great  Britain  alone, 
but  to  that  with  Russia,  Sweden,  Spain,  Italy  and 
with  China,  and  with  subsequent  statements  which 
will  appear,  we  shall  further  direct  attention  to  the 
account  with  British  India,  and  wdth  some  other 
countries,  and  establish  the  fact  of  the  excess  above 
stated,  resolving  itself  into  an  abstraction  of  the  re- 
sources ot  Great  Britain.  We  are  aware  of  having 
to  place  to  the  credit  of  this  excess  treasury  notes, 
bills  of  credit,  bank,  state,  and  various  other  stocks 
and  representations  of  amount,  many  and  most  of 
which  may  prove  of  value  to  the  individuals  that 
hold  them;  hut  without  intending  to  cast  the  slight- 
est imputation  either  on  the  validity  of  those  repre- 
sentations of  amount,  or  integrity  of  purpose,  which 
led  to  their  involvement  with  the  legitimate  com- 
merce and  exchange,  we  shall  show  to  demon- 
stration that  whatever  be  their  amount,  whether 
£50,000,000  or  only  £30,000,000  or  £20,000,000 
sterling,  they  are  as  much  a spoliation  of  the  re- 
sources of  England,  a9  though  a marauding  force 
had  landed  on  our  shores  and  levied  contributions 
to  the  same  extent.  We  do  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree impugn  either  the  intelligence  or  character  of 
the  individuals  either  in  England  or  the  United 
States  identified  with  these  acts  of  continued  spoli- 
ation; the  fault  is  not  with  them;  but  we  must  forbear 
to  express  what  we  feel  in  respect  to  those  w hose 
duty  it  ha3  been  to  have  prevented  the  painful  em- 
barrassments they  have  occasioned,  and  privations 
they  are  permanently  calculated  to  inflict  on  the 
productive  class  of  the  British  community;  the  ex- 
isting corn  law  may  be  open  to  complaint  on  the 


part  of  the  British  manufacturer,  and  we  admit  the 
hardship  of  his  being  precluded  by  fiscal  severity, 
from  receiving  flour  or  wheat  in  exchange  for  his 
products,  where  no  other  means  of  payment  exist, 
and  numerous  cases  may  doubtless  be  adduced 
where  the  restraint  may  be  made  to  appear  as  pal- 
pably absuid  as  the  prevention  is  fatal  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  individuals  more  immediately  involved  in 
the  question;  but  the  corn  law,  to  whatever  objec- 
tion it  may  be  liable  as  pressing  severely  on  the 
interest  of  individuals  in  particular  cases  does  not 
weigh  a feather  in  the  scale  in  comparison  with  the 
baneful  effects  resulting  from  the  involvement  of 
loans  and  investments  in  foreign  securities  with  le- 
gitimate commercial  exchange;  all  the  socializing 
tendencies  and  reciprocal  benefits  which  the  latter 
is  so  well  calculated  to  confer  on  the  world  at  large 
are  withered  and  paralyzed  (we  had  almost  said 
blasted)  by  the  insiduous  and  delusive  tendency  and 
baneful  effects  of  the  other.  If  such  be  the  case, 
it  will  be  naturally  asked,  where  and  what  is  the 
remedy?  How  are  you  to  restrain  capital?  Has 
not  every  man  a right  to  do  what  he  likes  with  his 
own?  We  shall  briefly  answer  these  queries  by  di- 
recting attention  to  the  cause  of  so  extensive  an 
interpolation  of  extraneous  bill  and  money  opera- 
tions with  the  legitimate  exchange.  If,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  a corn  law  had  been  based  on 
rational  principles  and  compatible  with  the  alter- 
ed circumstances  which  the  sudden  suspension  of 
£25,000,000  per  annum  of  war  commercial  equi- 
valents* necessarily  occasioned,  much  of  the  em- 
barrassment that  has  taken  place  might  and  would 
have  been  prevented,  but  much  would  still  have 
remained  for  endurance  under  so  iniquitous,  absurd, 
and  inapplicable  a measure  as  a low  fixed  price  of 
gold.  There  are  now  many  circumstances  mingling 
there  injurious  effects  on  the  productive  interest  and 
energies  of  Great  Britain,  but  the  gold  currency  is 
the  root  and  bane  of  the  whole,  and  must  be  aban- 
doned, despite  the  compact  that  has  been  entered 
into  by  no  uninfluential  portion  of  British  pseudo- 
legislators;  we  make  this  asseveration  conscious  of 
the  influence  which  that  compact  phalanx  at  present 
exercises,  and  of  all  the  strong  prepossessions  and 
prejudices,  instructed  as  well  as  ignorant  and  vul- 
gar, in  favor  of  an  adherence  to  a gold  currency, 
and  also  of  the  vacant  and  stupid  insensibility  of  the 
existing  public  men  of  all  parlies  on  the  subject. — 
But  notwithstanding  all  this,  one  or  two  things  is 
certain,  either  an  entire  abandonment  of  a gold  cur- 
rency and  the  substitution  of  a means,  for  facilitat- 
ing exchange  proportionate  to  and  compatible  with 
the  resources  and  energies  of  the  empire,  or  embar- 
rassment and  privation  must  continue  to  prevail 
with  increasing  severity.  It  is  not  our  province  to 
prescribe  or  to  propose  what  steps  shall  be  taken  to 
remedy  so  grievous  an  evil  as  the  embarrassment 
and  privation  endured  by  the  manufacturing  and 
trading  portion  of  the  community  for  the  last  twelve 
months;  but  when,  as  we  have  said  on  a previous 
occasion,  we  have  produced  all  the  facts  we  have  now 
collected  in  evidence,  and  in  demonstration  of  the 
cause  of  the  successive  embarrassments  that  have 
prevailed,  and  still  continue  to  prevail,  we  shall  be 
prepared  to  point  out  as  demonstratively  the  way  such 
derangements  may  be  prevented,  and  a career  of  pro- 
gressive advancement  in  all  the  means  of  social  enjoy- 
ment instituted,  instead  of  the  existing  one  of  pro- 
gressively increasing  embarrassment.  For  the 
present,  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  placing  the 
bane  and  antidote  plainly  in  view;  our  banking  and 
commercial  friends  are  equally  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion, and  it  is  for  them  to  devise  the  means  and  to  pro- 
duce the  requisite  excitement  to  avert  a large  por- 
tion of  their  own  possessions  becoming  in  turn  a 
prey  to  the  desolating  tendency  of  the  existing  or- 
der of  things.  We  shall  confine  our  further  remarks 
on  this  occasion  to  directing  attention  to  some  other 
of  the  accompanying  details.  While  the  character- 
istic of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
aggregate,  is  an  inordinate  excess  of  import  over 
export,  with  British  America,  Holland,  (which  in- 


*The  bills  put  into  circulation  externally  by  the  Bri- 
tish government  for  subsidies  and  obtaining  supplies 
for  the  fleets  and  armies  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
during  the  three  last  years  of  the  war,  averaged 
£25,000,000  per  annum,  and  constituted  commercial 
equivalents,  or  means  of  payment  for  exports  to  that 
extent. 
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eludes  Belgium,)  Gibraltar  and  Trieste,  tbe  exports 
will  be  seen  greatly  to  exceed  the  imports;  those  to 
British  America  and  Holland  will  have  equalized 
themselves  principally  with  Great  Britain,  and  are 
so  far  a set-oif  to  the  excess  on  the  other  side  we 
have  before  adverted  to;  the  excess  of  export  to 
Gibraltar  and  Trieste  may  in  part  also  have  equaliz- 
ed itself  with  Great  Britain,  but  more  particularly 
so,  perhaps,  with  Spain  and  Italy;  these  equaliza- 
tions and  involvements  it  is  that  constitute  the  ques- 
tion of  “balance  of  trade,”  so  much  occasionally 
talked  about,  yet  so  little  understood,  but  which  it 
will  be  one  of  our  objects  hereafter  to  make  intelli- 
gible. The  progressive  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  France  merits  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  our  manufacturing  and  commercial  friends, 
and  it  ought  in  a more  imperative  manner  to  com- 
mand the  deliberate  consideration  of  our  statesmen. 
Noris  the  intercourse  with  British  America,  though 
much  less  in  amount,  notless  deserving  of  attention; 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  proportion  of 
the  amount  here  represented  that  passes  over  the 
lakes  and  frontier  district,  from  that  passing  by  sea, 
but  the  American  published  accounts  do  not  show 


that,  except  what  passes  from  the  state  of  Vermont, 
which  in  the  year  1832-5  averaged  about  350.000 
dollars,  annually  exported  without  any  import;  in 
1831  the  export  trom  Vermont  was  925,127  dol- 
lars, and  in  1827,  1,259,441  dollars.  When  we  ex- 
hibit a display  of  the  extent  of  shipping  employed 
between  the  United  States  and  the  several  parts  ot 
the  world,  it  will  be  seen  that  (100,000  tons  annually 
enter  and  clear  from  the  ports  in  the  United  States  to 
ports  in  BritisVh  North  America,  which  far  exceeds 
the  amount  of  shipping  employed  between  the  U. 
States  and  England  direct.  We  believe  a moun- 
tain of  gypsum  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
(similar  to  that  of  Mont  Martre,  near  Paris),  is  con- 
veyed in  large  quantities  to  the  Delaware  and  state 
of  Pennsylvania  for  manure;  and  that  it  is  this  that 
employs  a large  portion  of  the  tonnage  above  men- 
tioned. As  one  evidence  of  the  absurdity  and  bane- 
ful tendency  of  our  gold  standard,  we  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  note  at  the  head  of  the  accompanying 
statistical  display;  but  it  is  not  now  the  standard 
merely  that  must  be  abandoned,  gold  must  in  iolo  be 
dispensed  with  as  a token  of  exchange  or  circulat- 
ing medium. 


Among  the  goods  imported  into  the  U.  States 
during  the  commercial  year  ending  30'h  September 
last,  were  the  following:  [your.  Com. 

Quantity.  Valued  at 
Tea  9.340.061  lbs.  $-2,424,594 

Cotree  106,696.992  9,744,103 

Kaisins  18,890,667  999.565 

Specie  4,280,916  4.280.916 

Undressed  furs  3,158,029 

Wool  over  8 cents  per  lb.  526.654  171.918 

Spices  8,938,270  854,531 

Indigo  1,168.761  1,171,644 

Silk  from  other  places  than  India  and 

China  21,350,669 

Do.  from  India  and  China  1,789,159 

Sewing  silk  from  India  and  China  50,650 

Do.  from  other  places  818,884 

Manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted  2,319,884 

Worsted  stuff  goods  7,025,898 

Linens,  bleached  and  unbleached  6,731,278 


Mil  account. (in  dollars)  of  the  value  of  imports  into,  and  of  exports  from  the  United  Stales  of  North  America, 
from  and  to  each  of  44  different  parts  of  the  world , in  each  of  the  eighteen  years  1821 — 1838. 

* * The  American  dollar  contains  416  grains  of  standard  or  37l£  grains  of  pure  silver,  in  weight  1,000 
dollars  equal  to  868  oz.  troy,  the  par  of  exchange  between  the  United  States  and  England  was  formerly 
four  dollars  44  centimes  per  £ sterling  but  by  an  alteration  in  the  coinage  of  the  United  States  in  1834 
the  English  gold  £ or  sovereign  is  now’  equal  to  4 dollars  87  centimes  or  nine  seventeenths  per  cent,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  England,  that  is  in  relation  to  the  absurd  and  ruinous  tendency  of  our  low  fixed  price 
of  gold. 


1821 


1824 

1825 

1826 
1827 
182S 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

BRITISH  AMERICA. 

RUSSIA. 

SWEDEN. 

CHINA. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. ' 

25,087,108 

20,777,480 

490,704 

2,014,529 

1,852,199 

628,894 

759,756 

217,181 

3,111,951 

4,290,560 

34,706,287 

24,498,347 

526,817 

1,898,873 

3,307,328 

529,081 

1,151,788 

260,621 

5,242,536 

5.935,363 

27,935,141 

21,866,939 

463,374 

1,827,204 

2,258,777 

648,734 

1,317,242 

298,228 

6,511,425 

4,636,061 

28,188,317 

21,620,179 

705,931 

1,782,967 

2,209,663 

231,981 

998,915 

324,758 

5,618,502 

5,301,171 

36,713,246 

37,102.978 

610,788 

2,556,032 

2,067,110 

287,401 

1,335,896 

334,542 

7,533,115 

5,570,5 15 

26,131,969 

21,991,875 

650,315 

2,588,795 

2,617,169 

174,648 

1,128,236 

214,648 

7,422,186 

2,566,644 

30,287,113 

26,392,30(1 

445,118 

2,830,748 

2,086.077 

382,244 

1,015,507 

409,04! 

3,617,183 

3,864,405 

32,S11,200 

23,260,669 

447,669 

1,674,674 

2,788,362 

450.495 

1,570,788 

471,754 

5,339,108 

1,482,802 

25,279.489 

24,291,693 

577,542 

2,764,909 

2,218,995 

386,226 

1,020,919 

249,634 

4,680,847 

1,354,862 

24,519,214 

26,329,352 

650,303 

3,786,373 

1,621,899 

416,574 

1,168,110 

371,302 

3,878,141 

742,193 

44,093,717 

32,989,519 

864,909 

4,061,838 

1,608,328 

462,766 

901,812 

277,030 

3,083,205 

1.290,835 

36,911,799 

30,814.695 

1,229,526 

3,614,385 

3,251,852 

582,682 

1,097,394 

366,413 

5,344,907 

1,260,522 

37,845,824 

32,363,450 

1,793,303 

4,471,084 

2,772,550 

703,805 

1,168,697 

314,849 

7,541,570 

1,433,759 

47,242,807 

44,212,097 

1,548,733 

3,535,276 

2,595,840 

330,694 

1,079.327 

405,799 

7,892,327 

1,010,483 

61,249,427 

52,180,874 

l 435,168 

4,047,888 

2,395,245 

585,447 

1,285,178 

516, 23S 

5,987,187 

1,868,580 

78,645,968 

57,875,213 

2,427,571 

2,651,266 

2,778,554 

911,013 

1,243,189 

618,541 

7,324  816 

1,194,264 

44,886,943 

54,583,570 

2,359,263 

3,288,986 

2,816,116 

1,306,732 

1,399,901 

420,404 

8.965,337 

630,591 

44.869,678 

52,179,610 

1,555,570 

2.7-23.491 

1 ,898,396 

1.048.289 

854,771 

277,431 

4.764  536 

1,516.602 

IMPORTS  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


EXPORTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Cloths  and  cassimeres 

7,078,906 

Other  manufactures  of  wool 

3,567,161 

Manufactures  of  cotton 

14.692,397 

Thread  and  cotton  lace 

1,213,672 

Hats  and  bonnets,  Leghorn,  straw,  &c. 

941,9St» 

Do.  fur,  wool  or  leather 

18,012 

Manufactures  of  iron 

12,051,668 

Manufactures 

of  leather 

1,305,707 

Eartheu  and  stone  ware 

2.189.8S7 

Spirits  from  grain  1,175.594  galls.  536,095 

Do.  from  other  materials  2,627,124 

1,686,331 

Wines 

6,573.219 

3,441,697 

Molasses 

23,094.677 

4,364,234 

Beer,  ale  and  porter  245,463 

238.950 

Vinegar 

92,041 

16,842 

Sugar 

195,2S9,025 

9,924,632 

Cotton 

2,235,734 

287,435 

Salt 

6,061,608  bush.  887.092 

Coal 

5,083,424 

415,761 

Potatoes 

62,803 

22.668 

Wheat 

32,884 

35,270 

Oats 

5,096 

2.313 

Segars 

93,247,000 

1,026,740 

Imported  liquors.  The  quantity  of  ardent  spirits 

and  wines  im 

ported  into  the  United  States  from  fo- 

reign  couritiies  in  each  of  tbe  last  six 

commercial 

years,  ending 

30th  September,  is  as  follows: 

Spirits. 

Wines. 

In  1839 

3,802,718 

6,573  219 

1838 

3,092,776 

4,349,121 

1837 

2,672,228 

6,350,444 

1836 

3,521,288 

7.5S2.578 

1835 

3,394,439 

6,525,210 

1834 

2,511,354 

5,139,063 

Years. 

France. 

Holland. 

Germany. 

Denmark. 

Spain. 

Gibraltar. 

Duly. 

Trieste. 

Turkey. 

Africa. 

1821 

4,989,940 

1,938,953 

990,164 

16,156 

549,398 

1,234,263 

973,463 

229,792 

395,680 

129,943 

1822 

6,089,833 

863,995 

1,578,757 

21,232 

826,191 

490,378 

1,562,033 

274,375 

364,677 

115,544 

1823 

5,666,730 

754,950 

1,981,026 

24,028 

982,026 

477,969 

1,369,440 

189,137 

703,761 

168,157 

1824 

7,191,569 

1,210,267 

2,527,830 

...  - 

568,217 

693,484 

1,029,439 

268,867 

471,238 

161,320 

1825 

10,964.182 

1,253,369 

2,739,526 

46,827 

577,693 

748,546 

1,454,022 

105,839 

840,799 

139,023 

1826 

8,579,520 

i,106,40S 

2,816.545 

49,264 

665,117 

677,808 

1,120,749 

193,152 

421,932 

105,249 

1827 

8,527,232 

965,917 

1,63S,558 

40,822 

614,725 

828,953 

1,013,126 

163,546 

783,128 

206,460 

1828 

9,390,854 

1,398,572 

2,644,392 

117,946 

632,166 

666,578 

1,507,417 

237, 37S 

498,533 

250,286 

1829 

8,838,078 

1,057,854 

2,274,375 

32,911 

801,529 

247,471 

1,409  588 

191,896 

293,237 

211,735 

1830 

7,722,198 

888,408 

1,873,278 

5,384 

1,004,538 

90,028 

944,991 

132,093 

417,392 

172,861 

1S31 

14,065,743 

989,837 

3,493,301 

575 

1,275,094 

150,517 

1,848,301 

161,062 

521,598 

148,932 

1832 

12,175,758 

1,360,668 

2,865,096 

63,342 

1,418,184 

279,858 

1,776,412 

362,027 

923,620 

321,532 

1833 

13,431,678 

1.306,484 

2,227,726 

28,175 

1,143,908 

182,508 

1,195.921 

314  611 

786,044 

441,809 

1834 

17,141,173 

1,309,635 

3,355,856 

62,542 

1,753,234 

200,691 

1,726,552 

580,614 

569,51 1 

465,361 

1835 

22,915,376 

1,932,537 

3,841,943 

121,000 

1,295,678 

160,200 

1,764,392 

492.567 

422,204 

580,821 

1836 

36,618,417 

1,828,231 

4,994,820 

48,971 

2.394,489 

245,978 

2,612,336 

1,029,099 

975,371 

639,339 

1837 

22,083,614 

1,886,976 

5,642,221 

102,819 

2,139,965 

207,173 

2,235,140 

629,465 

693,161 

709,077 

1838 

17,871,797 

1,180,897 

2.847,358 

27.118 

1,102,536 

25,624 

1,239,600 

372,378 

296,533 

541,931 

Years. 

France. 

Holland. 

Germany. 

Denmark. 

Spain. 

Gibraltar. 

Italy. 

Trieste. 

Turkey. 

AJrica. 

1821 

5,528,559 

3,694,205 

2,132,544 

526,103 

539,746 

1,469,746 

1,099,667 

340,361 

437,880 

126,691 

1S22 

6,025,360 

3,602,051 

2,505,015 

192,780 

210,566 

1,150,782 

1,450,184 

475,720 

411,321 

141,348 

1823 

8,701,329 

5,052.146 

3.169,439 

92,917 

237,255 

1,903,876 

1,067.905 

945,315 

564,660 

165,970 

1824 

9,697,673 

2,215,345 

1,863,273 

335,309 

516,710 

1,868,847 

664,348 

524,653 

409,428 

148,406 

1825 

10,878,402 

3,793,307 

3,121,033 

851,663 

181,386 

1,803  714 

645,039 

652.402 

398.964 

95,085 

1826 

11,148,784 

3,870,056 

2,116,697 

345,870 

194,550 

1,747,921 

530,221 

287,320 

318,333 

163,066 

1827 

12,524,563 

3,223,831 

3,013,185 

402,941 

191,404 

1,905,386 

610,321 

276,793 

602,059 

194,840 

1828 

11,073,570 

2,229,413 

2,995,251 

537,668 

358,936 

1,406,130 

920, 75U 

324,488 

202,951 

157,610 

1829 

11,749,395 

3.985,187 

3,277,160 

86,763 

917,137 

461,262 

901,012 

689,488 

74,984 

158,353 

1830 

10,993,959 

4,080,078 

2,274,880 

105,340 

745,839 

883.398 

740,360 

594,126 

413,340 

149,103 

1831 

9,164,802 

1,920,152 

2,592,173 

355,216 

381,331 

594,873 

694,525 

539,361 

336,802 

245,057 

1832 

12,619,723 

5,103,282 

4.088,212 

531,720 

535,183 

613,907 

687,563 

1,136,686 

746,600 

363,971 

1833 

13,772,221 

3,362,373 

2,903,296 

292.964 

362,886 

737,646 

423,014 

554,964 

685,670 

335,368 

1834 

15,508,974 

5,082,316 

4,659.674 

418,104 

415,250 

790,488 

530,983 

1,473,337 

3S3.679 

323,192 

1835 

19,751,244 

3,281,238 

3,528.276 

323,300 

655.961 

818,582 

516,839 

1,202,413 

296,937 

339,179 

1836 

20,939,100 

3,184,575 

4,363,882 

585, 9S5 

929,737 

860,375 

859,956 

1. 90S, 105 

634,034 

496,728 

1837 

19,690,578 

3,358,525 

3,754,949 

2S  1,681 

631,282 

564,901 

648,174 

1,611,591 

111,312 

429,495 

1833 

15.783,516 

2.954.258 

3.291.645 

128,231 

489,374 

762,189 

507,228 

768,963 

257.909 

491,902 

It  appears  from  this  statement,  which  we  have  de- 
rived from  official  documents  that  the  importation 
of  spirits  last  year  was  larger  than  in  either  ol  the 
five  preceding  years,  and  ol  w ines,  rather  above  the 
average.  But  within  the  period  mentioned,  there 
has  been  a great  diminution  in  the  quantity  ol  spirits 
manufactured  in  this  country. 

Banks  in  the  United  States.  Condensed 
statement  of  the  condition  at  different  intervals  of 
all  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  extracted  from  a 


report  ot 
27,  1839.’ 

the 

secretary  of 

the  treasury 

dated  Feb. 

DATE. 

Total  no. 
of  banks. 

Loans  and 
discounts. 

Circulation. 

Capital. 

Jan. 1811 

89 

— 

$•28,100,000 

$-52,601,601 

Do. 

1815 

208 

45,500,000 

82,259,590 

Do. 

1816 

246 

- 

68,000,000 

89,822,422 

Do. 

1820 

308 

- 

44,863.344 

137,110,611 

Do. 

1830 

330 

200,451,214 

61,323,898 

145,192,268 

Do. 

1834 

506 

324,119,499 

94,839,571. 

200,005,944 

Do. 

1835 

558 

365,163.834 

103.692,495 

231,250.337 

Do. 

1836 

567 

457,506,080 

140,301,038 

251,875,292 

Do. 

1837 

634 

525,115,702 

149,185,890 

290,772,091 

Do. 

1838 

663 

485,631,687 

116,138,910 

317,636,778 

[ Hunker’s  Circular. 


Pottawattamie  Indians.  The  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  Free  Press,  states  that  the  Pottawattamie 
Indians  were  to  leave  that  place  on  the  17th  inst, 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  Coquillard,  for  their 
new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  number 
that  had  consented  to  go  was  something  over  500. 

the  army. 

Sickness  and  desertion.  The  St.  Louis  New  Era 
states  that  there  are  many  soldiers  on  the  sick  list 
at  Jefferson  barracks,  and  desertions  are  said  to  be 
very  frequent. 

Florida.  On  the  7th  inst.  the  house  of  M r.  James 
Dorsey,  about  two  miles  from  Chattahoochee,  was 
plundered  and  burnt  by  Indians. 

On  the  4th  inst.  capt.  Beall  of  the  U.  S.  dragoons 
captured  four  Indian  w arriors. 
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On  the  8th  lieut.  Hanson  left  his  post  at  Waca 
hoota  with  30  men,  on  a scout,  and  soon  after  re 
ceived  a heavy  fire  Irotn  upv\ards  of  100  Indians 
lying  in  ambush.  One  of  his  men  was  killed  and 
four  wounded. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  West  India  squadron , under  command  of  com. 
Shubrick,  consisting  of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and 
sloop  of  war  Levant  after  leaving  Portsmouth,  touch- 
ed at  Provincetown,  and  arrived  at  Newport  on  the 
17lh,  where  thev  were  welcomed  by  a salute,  fired 
by  the  artillery  company  under  command  of  col. 
Swan  at  Fort  Wolcott.  It  is  stated  that  the  squa- 
dron is  to  proceed  to  Norfolk,  which  station  com. 
Shubrick  is  to  assume  the  command,  vice  commo- 
dore Warrington,  transferred  to  the  navy  board,  at 
Washington. 

Com.  Downes  will  take  command  of  the  East  In- 
dia squadron. 

Purser  Jackson  will  be  relieved  at  this  station  by 
purser  Clark,  and  will  join  the  sloop  of  war,  Boston, 
of  the  E.  I.  squadron. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Warren,  lying  at  Pensacola,  was 
struck  by  lightning,  but  no  damage  was  sustained. 

The  U.  S.  ship  ol  warCyane  sailed  from  Smyrna 
for  Beyrout  on  the  28th  July. 

A naval  court  martial  is  about  to  sit  in  N.  York 
for  the  trial  of  lieut.  James  Glynn. 

The  sloop  of  war  Preble,  commander  Breeze,  left 
Portland  to  look  after  the  interests  of  our  fishermen 
at  the  eastward. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE., 

The  election  on  the  14th  inst.  has  entirely  revolu- 
tionized the  state,  which  has  heretofore  been  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  administration,  and  has  now 
gone  for  the  whigs  in  all  its  departments. 

Governor  Fairfield  was  elected  in  1839  by  a ma- 
jority of  6,497 — Kent  now  beats  him  by  a small  ma- 
jority. The  following  comprise  nearly  all  the  towns 
of  the  state — and  in  no  event  will  the  entire  vote 
vary  the  result  materially. 

1840.  1838. 


Kent. 

Fairfield. 

Kent. 

Fairfield. 

York,  complete  4,530 

5,419 

4,5S0 

5,577 

Cumberland  do.  6,679 

6,481 

6,416 

6,521 

Lincoln 

do.  6,338 

5,135 

5,823 

5,049 

Kennebec 

do.  6,808 

3,635 

6,5S4 

3,838 

Somerset 

do.  3,737 

2,616 

3,264 

2,730 

Piscataquis 

do.  1,252 

1,152 

1,108 

1,300 

Franklin 

do.  1,822 

2,042 

1,785 

2,001 

Hancock 

do.  2,279 

2,175 

2,337 

2,652 

Washington  do.  2,163 

2,001 

2,129 

2,067 

Waldo 

do.  2,584 

4,924 

2,166 

4,752 

Penobscot 

do.  4,209 

4,359 

3,833 

4.657 

Oxford 

do.  2,756 

4,489 

2,691 

4,687 

Aroostook 

do.  231 

395 

164 

374 

45,390 

44,833 

42,879 

46,276 

44,833 

42,879 

Kent’s  majority  557 

3,397 

3,397 

Whig  gair 

3,954 

- ikuiu  liutii  vwu  uc  niveiy  iu  ic- 

duce  Kent’s  majority  to  about  300.  Allowing  the 
scattering  to  be  100  votes,  his  majority  will  still  be 
200. 

The  Boston  Post  (V.  B.)  makes  Fairfield  2 ahead, 
8 towns  to  be  heard  from,  whose  aggregate  vote  in 
1838  was  389. 

The  Boston  Bay  State  Democrat  (V.  B.)  gives 
Kent  a majority  of  63  in  the  towns  heard  from, 
and  says  seven  more  towns  are  to  be  heard  from, 
which  in  1838  gave  Fairfield  a majority  of  105. — 
This  would  throw  the  election  before  the  legislature, 
where  the  whigs  have  a majority. 

The  senate  consisting  of  25  members,  last  year, 
stood  17  administration  to  8 whigs.  Now  as  far  as 
ascertained,  stands 

Whigs.  Administration. 

4 — 


Cumberland, 

York, 

Lincoln, 

Kennebec, 

Somerset, 

Waldo, 

Hancock  & Wash 
Oxford, 


1 (middle  dist.) 


14  7 
Two  in  Penobscotand  two  in  Hancock  and  Wash- 
ington to  be  heard  from.  The  whigs  have  probably 
elected  their  candidates  in  Penobscot,  and  one  in 
Hancock  and  Washington.  In  the  remaining  dis- 
trict there  is  no  choice. 

The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  186  mem- 
bers, of  which  last  year  123  were  administration  and 


63  were  whigs.  It  is  now  confidently  asserted  that  | The  hon.  Martin  Chittenden,  formerly  of  con 
the  whigs  have  a majority.  As  far  as  heard  from,  it  gress,  and  afterwards  governor  of  Vermont,  died  on 


stands- 

Cunaberland, 

Yorke, 

Lincoln, 

Kennebec, 

Oxlord, 

Somerset, 

Pensbscot, 

Hancock, 

Washington, 

Waldo, 


Whig. 

15 

9 

17 

22 

3 
10 

7 

4 
7 
0 

94 


In  22  districts  there  is  no  choice,  and  4 remain  to 
be  heard  from. 

The  eight  representatives  to  congress  stood  last  ses- 
sion six  administration  to  two  whigs.  It  is  not  yet 
certain  whether  there  is  any  choice  in  the  Hancock 
and  Washington  district,  though  the  whig  papers 
claim  it  by  a small  majority.  In  the  Oxlord  district 
there  is  no  choice.  Long,  the  whig  candidate,  out- 
runs either  of  the  other  candidates.  Littlefield,  the 
regular  administration  candidate,  comes  next,  and 
Paris,  the  present  member,  has  about  1,200  votes. 

The  members  elect  stand  as  follows:  — 


1st  district. 

Nathan  Clifford,  (V.  B.)  re-elected. 

2d 

M 

Win.  P.  Fessenden,  whig  gain. 

3d 

(( 

Benj.  Randall,  (whig,)  re-elected. 

4th 

it 

George  Evans,  (whig,)  re-elected. 

5th 

ft 

Joseph  C.  Noyes,  probably  whig  gain 
Alfred  Marshall,  (V.  B.) 

6th 

it 

7th 

it 

No  choice. 

8th 

tc 

Elish  H.  Allen,  whig  gain. 

VERMONT. 

Election.  We  have  not  yet  received  a statement 
of  the  particulars  so  as  to  give  the  aggregate  vote  ol 
each  county.  The  following  statement,  given  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  exhi- 
bits the  comparative  majorities  of  the  last  and  of  the 
preceding  election,  and  the  comparative  position  of 
parties  in  the  legislature  and  representation  to  con- 
gress. 
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the  5th  inst.  at  Williston,  Vermont.  He 'had  a 
week  previous  to  his  death  returned  from  Illinois, 
sick  of  the  fever  prevalent  in  that  country. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  fair.  This  has  been  one 
of  the  best  contrived,  admirably  managed  and  suc- 
cessful achievements  of  the  kind  ever  attempted  in 
this  country. 

Eighteen  town  and  cities  in  Massachusetts,  be- 
sides Boston,  were  represented  by  tables  at  the 
fair.  The  whole  business  was  under  the  manage- 
ment of  ladies,  with  the  exception  that  at  each 
table  two  gentlemen  were  stationed  as  marshals,  to 
preserve  order  and  assist  in  the  due  enforcement  of 
rules.  On  the  first  day  no  sales  were  made,  but 
visiters  were  admitted  to  view  the  arragements  of 
the  fair.  Several  thousand  dollars  were  received 
for  ticket  of  admission  during  the  day.  Fifty  cents 
was  charged  for  admission  the  first  day — and  25 
cents  afterw'ards. 

Quincy  Hall,  in  which  the  fair  was  held,  extends 
over  the  great  granite  market,  and  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  of  it  were  occupied  for  the 
fair.  The  length  of  the  successive  apartments 
must  be  several  hundred  yards — and  yet  the  whole 
space,  leaving  the  centre  free,  was  occupied  by  the 
exhibition. 

The  Boston  Po3t  estimates  the  entire  proceeds  of 
the  fair,  after  defraying  expenses,  at  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  stated  that  nearly  all  the  articles  offered  for 
sale  were  disposed  of.  Among  the  regulations  of 
the  fair,  published  in  the  “Monument” — a paper 
printed  on  a little  press  in  the  hall  and  edited  by 
Mrs.  Hale — one  prohibited  the  exaction  of  high 
prices  for  articles,  and  another  requiring  that 
change  should  be  given  to  purchasess  as  in  ordina- 
ry sales.  This  spirited  little  paper  was  filled  with 
advertisements  and  paragraphs  relative  to  this  fair. 
The  miniature  press  used  in  printing  it  is  spoken 
of  as  a great  curiosity. 

The  New  York  American,  speaking  of  the  fair 
and  its  patriotic  object,  says— “We  spent  some 
hour  or  two  most  agreeably  at  the  fair,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  observer,  and  can  truly  say  that  we 
never  witnessed  any  thing  more  successful  than 
the  manner  in  which  the  business  was  carried  on, 
nor  more  agreeably  becoming  than  the  whole  tone 
and  conduct  that  prevailed  among  visitors  as  well 
as  exhibitors. 

We  have  heard  objections  started  to  the  interfe- 
rence of  the  ladies,  in  so  public  a manner,  to  aid  in 
accomplishing  a great  national  work.  We  dissent 
from  such  views,  and  honor  the  patriotism  and 
spirit  which  piompted  them  to  the  undertaking. 

It  is  not,  be  it  remembered,  a party  proceeding — 
but  one  that  concerns  all  of  true’American  feelings 
— and  the  men  who  died  at  Bunker  Hill  died  not 
for  their  own  sex  only,  but  for  principles  which 
constitute  not  less  the  glory  and  safety  of  a nation 
than  the  happiness  of  families. 

It  was  a social  not  less  than  a civil  and  political 
victory  to  which  Bunker  Hill  led  the  way,  and  it 
is  altogether  fitting,  in  our  judgment,  that  those, 
who  are  the  grace  and  ornament  of  social  life, 
should  take  part  in  accomplishing  the  perennial 
monument  that  is  to  record  household,  as  well  as 
national,  gratitude  and  reverence. 

Abbot  Lawrence,  esq.  we  regret  to  find  has  been 
compelled  by  the  state  of  his  health  to  resign  his 
seat  in  congress.  This  will  be  a serious  loss  to  the 
country,  for  Mr.  L.  is  an  eminently  practical  and  sa- 
gacious merchant,  of  large  exper  ience  and  superior 
intelligence;  and  of  such  men,  small  indeed  is  the 
number  in  congress. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  in  a letter  addressed  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  published  in  the  Boston  papers,  ex- 
presses his  regret  that  now,  on  the  eve  of  triumph, 
of  certain  triumph,  after  being  so  long  in  a minority, 
he  should  be  deprived  of  the  satisfaction  of  official- 
ly assisting  in  consummating  the  happy  change — 
but  his  medical  advisers  positively  forbid  his  going 
to  Washington. 

NEW  YORK. 

Political.  The  state  of  New  York  appears  to  be 
literally  alive  with  political  assemblages.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  merely  given  as  specimens,  of 
which  every  district  almost  can  furnish  similar  ex 
hibitions. 

A meeting  of  the  merchants  friendly  to  the  re- 
election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  held  at  New  York 
on  the  19th  instant,  which  was  addressed  by  Mr. 
Senator  Wright  and  Mr.  Butler  late  attorney  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States.  The  weather  was 
unfavorable,  a heavy  rain  occurred  during  the  pe- 
riod. 

A meeting  of  the  merchants  of  the  city  is  to  take 
place  on  Monday  next,  at  which  it  is  stated  that 
Daniel  Webster  will  be  present. 
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Anniversary  of  MacdonougK's  victory  was  separate- 
ly celebrated  by  bolh  parties  on  the  11th,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lake  Champlain.  The  Van  Buren  men 
assembled  at  Plattsburgh,  to  the  number,  it  is  said,  of 
2,000,  and  were  addressed  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Dix, 
Flagg,  and  by  the  ex-minister  to  Spain,  C.  P.  Van 
Ness. 

The  whigs  assembled  at  Keesville  to  the  number 
of  8,000 — and  were  addressed  by  senator  N.  P. 
Tallmadge,  Hiram  Ketchum,  esq  of  N.  York,  Mr. 
Culver  and  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont.  A correspon- 
dent of  the  Commercial  speaks  of  Mr.  Ketchum’s 
address,  both  at  the  field  gathering  and  in  the  even- 
ing at  the  court  house,  as  most  effective. 

More  than  ten  thousand  people  were  present  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Warren  county  log  cabin,  at 
Glen’s  Falls,  last  week. 

Whig  meeting  at  Brooklyn.  There  was  a large 
and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Harrison, 
Tyler  and  reform,  at  Brooklyn  yesterday,  upon  the 
occasion  of  opening  of  the  log  cabin,  which  the 
whigs  of  Kings  county  have  erected  in  that  city. 
There  was  a procession  of  the  Tippecanoe  clubs  of 
New  Jersey,  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  which  ex- 
tended at  least  two  miles.  There  could  not  have 
been  less  than  10,000  persons  present.  The  ladies 
of  King's  county  made  a presentation  of  a flag, 
through  judge  Copeland.  The  inscription  was  Har- 
rison and  Tyler.  Gen.  Johnson  called  upon  the 
meeting  to  respond  to  the  appeal  that  had  been 
made  to  them  by  the  ladies.  The  call  was  receiv- 
ed with  reiterated  cheers.  The  meeting  was  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  King,  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  hon. 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  by  Mr.  Raymond,  of  New 
York. 

Administration  state  convention  at  Syracuse.  The 
convention  assembled  on  the  2d  inst.  and  was  or- 
ganized by  appointing  Jabez  Willes,  president. 
Henry  F.  Jones,  Governeur  Kemble,  Amasa  Par- 
ker, Danl.  Stevenson,  Bennett  Bicknell,  Hiram 
Gray,  Jared  Willson,  Joseph  Sibley,  vice  presidents. 

A.  H.  Mickle,  Seth  Hastings,  O.  Hungerford, 
Henry  G.  Cotton,  John  T.  Hudson,  secretaries. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a candi- 
date for  governor.  The  following  was  the  result: 


For  Wjlliam  C.  Bouck,  107 

John  A.  Dix,  14 

Silas  Wright,  ir.  2 

Benj.  F.  Butler,  1 

Blank,  1 


Mr.  Townsend,  of  Rensselaer,  then  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  William  C.  Bouck  be  unani- 
mously nominated  as  the  democratic  candidate  for 
governor. 

Mr.  Townsend  remarked,  on  offering  the  resolu- 
tion, that  he  had  voted  for  another  distinguished 
citizen,  (gen.  Dix),  but  he  was  not  less  the  friend 
of  Mr.  Bouck;  and  now  that  he  had  been  present- 
ed in  a manner  that  showed  that  he  was  the  choice 
of  the  democratic  party  of  the  state,  he  should  give 
him  a cordial  support. 

Mr.  Mann  rose  to  second  the  motion.  In  doing 
so,  he  felt  all  the  responsibility  of  the  act.  The 
great  and  essential  interests  of  the  state  were  in- 
volved in  the  question — deeply  involved  in  it.  Is 
it  not  known  said  Mr.  M.  that  those  interests  have 
been  committed  to  inexperienced  if  not  incompe- 
tent hands?  Those  interests  are  vital,  and  deeply 
concern  every  individual — they  appertain  to  the 
financial  condition  and  credit  of  the  state.  How  do 
they  stand?  When,  before  this  administration, 
have  the  credit  and  public  faith  of  this  state  been 
hishonored?  We  have  passed  through  many  severe 
conflicts  and  heavy  trials:  I see  many  venerable 
faces  and  grey  heads  before  me,  and  I ask  them  to 
say  when  was  it  before,  that  the  public  faith  and 
public  engagements  were  denied  at  our  treasury? 
It  is  time  to  pay  attention  to  these  things.  The 
great  principles  of  popular  liberty  which  form  the 
basis  of  our  beautiful  and  harmonious  system  of 
government,  are  in  danger.  We  are  to  undergo  a 
trial  of  strength,  to  which  we  have  never  before 
been  subjected  in  this  republic;  and  it  imposes  on 
me,  a humble  individual,  from  a humble  county,  to 
call  on  the  democracy  of  this  state  to  make  every 
concession  of  personal  feeling  or  individual  prefe- 
rences, to  preserve  the  ascendency  of  correct  prin- 
ciples. Let  them  go  with  one  heart  and  one  voice 
into  the  contest,  and  we  will  overthrow  and  defeat 
t lose  who  are  warring  against  those  principles. 
There  is  something  more  to  be  done  ttian  select  the 
candidates  for  office.  Unless  we  now  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  principles  which  we  hold  most  dear, 
I firmly  believe  that  the  present  generation,  at 
least,  will  never  be  able  to  secure  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  under  which  we  live. 
Although  I have  my  opinions  and  predilections  as 
to  men,  I will  not  yield  to  any  man  on  this  floor  in 
the  fervor  and  zeal  with  which  I will  give  the  can- 
didate just  selected  my  cordial  support. 


Mr.  Beardsley  said  that  the  course  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him,  in  yielding  their  per- 
sonal preferences,  and  avowing  a cordial  support  of  a 
candidate  not  their  first  choice,  was  worthy  of 
themselves,  and  of  the  true  intelligence  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  slate:  and  he  thanked  them  for  it. 
Such  examples  were  expected  from  republicans; 
but  they  were  not  the  less  appropriate  and  praise- 
worthy on  this  occasion.  The  crisis  demanded  not 
only  concession,  but  a cordial,  active  and  harmo- 
nious effort,  and  he  was  happy  to  see  the  manifes- 
tations of  such  a state  of  feeling  and  determination 
in  every  quarter.  The  cause,  the  principles  at 
stake,  and  the  candidates  before  the  people,  de- 
manded the  best  exertions  of  every  republican. 
The  presidential  contest  had  nol  been  surpassed  in 
importance  to  the  well  being,  the  true  interests, 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  since  1800.  Particu- 
larly incumbent  was  it  on  New  York  on  this  occa- 
sion to  show  her  attachment  to  the  candidates  that 
so  clearly  embodied  the  great  principles  for  which 
she  has  so  long  and  earnestly,  until  within  late 
years,  successfully  contended.  He  believed  that 
Mr.  ^ Van  Buren  would  be  elected  without  New 
York;  but  with  it,  such  a result  was  certain.  It 
was  due  not  less  to  him,  than  the  cause  with  which 
he  is  identified,  that  our  own  state  should  resume 
her  place  among  the  democracies  of  the  union. 
Let  us  then,  said  Mr.  B.  spare  no  concessions  of 
feeling  or  any  harmony  and  activity  of  effort,  that 
shall  conduce  to  such  a result.  He  did  not  doubt 
that  the  gentleman  nominated  by  the  convention, 
would  receive  the  strong,  united  and  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  democracy  of  the  state.  He  well  knew, 
from  many  years  intimate  acquaintance  with  him, 
how  truly  he  was  deserving  of  it.  He  would  not 
say  that  he  w'as  the  best  or  the  worthiest  man  for 
the  station  in  the  state,  but  he  would  say  that  he 


was  every  way  worthy,  and  the  best  to  be  brought 
out:  and  that  he  felt  confident  that  with  united  and 
vigorous  energies,  complete  success  would  attend 
our  efforts. 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted, 
amidst  the  warm  applause  of  the  concourse  of 
spectators  that  crowded  every  part  of  the  church. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maison.it  was  unanimously 
resolved,  that  Daniel  S.  Dickenson  be  nominat- 
ed as  the  democratic  candidate  for  lieutenant  go- 
vernor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cramer,  it  was  resolved,  that 
a committee  of  one  from  each  senate  district  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair,  to  report  to  the  convention 
an  address  and  resolutions. 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  as  follows: 
1st.  Mr.  Roosevelt,  5th.  Mr.  Bowne, 

2nd.  Mr.  Paddock,  6th.  Mr.  McKoon, 
3rd.  Mr.  Townsend,  7th.  Mr.  Hathaway. 

4th.  Mr.  Cramer,  8th.  Mr.  Rich. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  candidates 
for  state  electors,  reported  the  names  of  Samuel 
Young,  of  Saratoga,  and  George  P.  Barker,  of 
Erie;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  report 
was  accepted. 

The  several  congressional  districts  having  nomi- 
nated their  candidates  for  electors  respectively,  the 
following  ticket,  including  the  state  electors,  was 
unanimously  nominated  by  the  convention: 

Samuel  Young  of  Saratoga,  ) ^ gU 

George  P.  Barker,  of  Erie,  } 

1st  district,  Platt  Willetts,  of  Queens. 

2d  “ John  F.  Garrison,  of  Kings. 

3d.  “ Christian  Bergh,  'I 

Peter  Bonnett,  _ ! of  N.  York. 

George  Arcolarius,  ( 

John  H.  Cook.  j 

4th  “ Caleb  Tompkins,  of  Westchester, 

5th  “ Morgan  Lewis,  of  Dutchess. 

6th  “ Robert  Burnet,  of  Orange. 

7th  “ Thomas  T.  Jansen,  of  Ulster. 

8th  “ Edward  P.  Livingston,  of  Columbia. 


James  Powers,  of  Greene. 

9th  “ Chauncey  Ives,  of  Rensselear. 

10th  “ Wheeler  Watson,  of  Albany. 

11th  “ William  A.  S.  North,  of  Schenectady. 
1 2< h “ John  Gale,  of  Washington. 

13th  “ St.John  B.  L.  Skinner,  of  Clinton. 
14th  “ Ebenezer  R.  Daggett,  of  Franklin. 

15th  “ John  G.  Wiison,  of 

16th  “ Dan.  Chapman,  of  Herkimer. 

17th  “ Ithai  Thompson,  of  Oneida. 

Joel  Turrill,  of  Oswego. 

18th  “ Azariah  Doane,  of  Jefferson. 

19th  “ Lemuel  Pettengill,  of  Otsego. 

20th  “ John  Conklin,  of  Broome. 

2lst  “ Samuel  A.  Smith,  of  Chenango. 

22d  “ Gilbert  Edgecomb,  of  Cortland. 

JepthaLpe,  of  Tompkins. 

23d  “ Thomas  McCarthy,  of  Onondaga. 

Henry  Rightmyer,  of  Madison. 

24th  “ George  R.  Brinckerhoff,  of  Cayuga. 
25th  “ Thomas  Armstrong,  of  Wayne. 


26th  district  Nathan  Reed,  of  Ontario. 

27th  “ William  Kernan,  of  Sti-uben. 

28th  “ Powell  Carpenter,  of  Monroe. 

29th  “ Benedict  Brooks,  of  Genesee, 

30th  “ Moses  Van  Campen,  of  Allegany. 

31st  “ Benjamin  Walworth,  of  Cliaulauque. 

32d  “ Cushing  Swift,  of  Erie. 

33d  “ Eri  Wood,  of 

Mr.  Sherwood,  of  Cayuga,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved , That  our  democratic  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  being  subjected  to  the  odious 
registry  law,  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  our  le- 
gislature, deserve  to  receive  the  sympathies  of  this 
convention,  and  that  we  unanimously  recommend 
to  the  democracy  of  the  stale  to  use  their  best  ex- 
ertions to  effect  its  repeal. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  called  up  by  an  allusion  to  the  act 
of  tyranny,  aimed  at  a democratic  city  by  an  arbi- 
trary and  proscribing  majority  in  the  legislature, 
addressed  the  convention  with  his  usual  force  and 
felicity  of  manner;  when  the  resolution  was  cairied 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Mann,  being  called  on,  addressed  the  con- 
vention in  an  able  and  convincing  speech. 

Richard  D.  Davis,  esq.  of  Poughkeepsie,  being 
present,  was,  on  motion,  invited  to  address  the  con- 
vention; and  he  spoke  upwards  of  three  hours  (in- 
cluding the  evening  sitting)  with  equal  power  and 
eloquence. 

Mr.  Townsend,  from  the  committee,  reported 
and  read  the  following  resolutions,  which  W'ere 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention: 

Resolved,  That  we  recognise  in  the  pending  con- 
test, a revival  of  the  parly  divisions  which  were 
involved  in  the  political  struggle  of  1800;  that  the 
same  adversaries  of  the  democracy  are  again  in  the 
field,  laboring  with  renewed  energy  and  zeal  to 
subvert  the  true  principles  of  the  government;  ard 
that  the  followers  of  Jefferson  are  called  on  by  the 
most  imperious  obligations  of  duty,  to  put  forth 
their  strength  in  def  ence  of  the  rights  secured  to  us 
hy  the  constitution,  and  to  uphold  the  maxims  of 
popular  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  under  a government  like  ours, 
founded  upon  the  assumption  that  the  people  have 
the  intelligence  to  understand  their  rights,  and  the 
moral  pow'er  to  maintain  them,  all  appeals  should 
be  addressed  to  their  reason  and  judgment;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  evade  discussion  and  to  obtain 
political  advantages  by  a concealment  of  opinions 
and  intentions  with  regard  to  public  measures,  is  a 
violation  of  one  of  the  first  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment. 

Resolved,  That  the  refusal  of  the  Han isburg  con- 
vention to  make  any  declaration  of  the  party  it  re- 
presented; the  interposition  of  a committee  between 
their  candidate  for  the  highest  office  in  the  republic 
and  the  people,  whose  suffrages  they  seek;  the 
avowed  policy  of  the  committee  that  “the  general 
make  no  further  declaration  of  his  principles  for  the 
public  eye,  whilst  occupying  his  present  position;” 
the  acquiescence  of  gen.  Harrison  in  these  anti-re- 
publican measures,  and  his  refusal  to  answer  the 
enquiries  of  his  countrymen  as  to  his  opinions  on 
great  questions  of  policy  and  principle;  are  an  in- 
sult to  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  which  should 
be  resented  with  indignation  and  scorn. 

Resolved,  That  in  putting  forward  general  Harri- 
son as  a candidate  for  the  highest  executive  office 
in  the  union,  exclusively  upon  the  ground  of  his 
military  services,  the  part}',  which  but  a few 
years  ago  were  so  clamorous  against  the  nomina- 
tion of  "military  chieftains  on  account  of  the  danger 
of  the  example  to  popular  liberty,  have  either  ma- 
nifested a total  inconsistency  of  conduct,  or  have 
tacitly  admitted  that  there  is  not  enough  of  tile  mi- 
litary chieftain  in  their  candidate  to  render  him  ob- 
noxious to  the  objections  urged  against  gen.  Jack- 
son  in  this  respect:  that  we  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  this  admission  on  their  pari;  and  as  the  whole 
course  of  his  civil  life  has  been  directed  to  the  sup- 
port of  federal  men  and  federal  measures,  we  see 
nothing  in  his  public  character,  setling  aside  the 
dishonest  attitude  he  has  assumed  before  the  people 
in  respect  to  his  opinions,  which  can  commend  Inin 
to  the  confidence  or  the  support  ol  his  countrymen. 

Resolved,  That  the  manner  in  which  the  pend- 
ing contest  is  carried  on  by  our  opponents — their 
exhibitions  of  log  cabins,  cider  barrels,  and  coon 
skins,  the  concealment  of  the  objects  they  have  in 
view,  and  their  refusal  to  bring  their  principles 
and  measures  to  the  standard  oi  reason — manifest 
an  utter  contempt  for  the  intelligence  ot  the  people, 
a belief  that  great  political  results  are  to  be  accom- 
plished by  appeals  to  low  passions,  and  that  the 
free  citizens  of  this  republic,  like  the  ignorant  mul- 
titudes under  the  despotic  governments  ot  the  old 
world,  may  be  made  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of 
cunning  and  deceitful  managers. 
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Resolved,  That  we  will  labor  with  untiring  in- 
dustry and  zeal  to  secure  the  re-election  of  MAR- 
TIN VAN  BUREN  to  the  office  of  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  union:  that  his  faithful  devotion  to  de- 
mocratic principles,  which  distinguished  the  ad- 
ministrations of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  have 
earned  for  him  the  confidence  of  every  true  friend 
of  democracy;  that  his  ardent  support  in  the  senate 
of  this  state,  of  the  measures  of  the  state  and  general 
governments  during  the  war  of  1812  to  bring  that 
contest  to  an  honorable  termination,  manifests  the 
true  spirit  of  a patriot;  that  the  whole  course  of  his 
political  career  has  been  distinguished  by  a thorough 
familiarity  with  the  various  interests  of  our  country 
and  a firm  adherence  to  the  true  principles  of  our 
government;  that  the  lull  and  frank  declaration  of 
his  opinions  on  all  questions  of  political  principle 
and  public  policy,  show  that  he  has  no  desire  to  ob- 
tain advantages  over  his  political  opponents,  ex- 
cepting such  as  are  to  be  honorably  obtained  in  the 
open  field  of  discussion  and  by  appeals  to  the  honest 
and  sober  convictions  ot  his  countrymen;  and  that 
his  coolness,  energy,  sagacity,  perseverance  and 
political  integrity,  rentier  him  eminently  qualified 
to  conduct  the  ali'airs  of  the  American  people  under 
any  circumstances  of  embarrassment  or  difficulty. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  most  cordially  support 
col.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON  as  a candidate  for 
re-election  to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  U.  States. 
That  we  recognise  in  him  the  tried  and  faithful 
statesman,  the  true  hearted  patriot,  the  gallant  old 
soldier,  who  fought  the  battles  of  his  country  in  the 
hour  of  darkness  and  despondency,  who  bears  upon 
his  toil-worn  person  those  sacred  scars  which  are 
the  best  certificates  of  bravery  in  the  field,  and  show 
that  he  at  least  was  something  more  than  a mere  spec- 
tator of  the  battles  of  his  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  independent  trea- 
sury plan  as  the  only  sate,  practicable  and  honest 
mode  ol  managing  the  public  revenues,  and  as  a res- 
toration of  the  financial  system  of  the  country  to 
the  original  design  ol  (he  framers  of  the  constitution; 
that  the  separation  of  the  fiscal  transactions  of  the 
government  from  the  operations  of  banking  institu- 
tions, is  not  only  indispensable  to  the  public  inte- 
rests, but  is  equally  necessary  to  secure  the  indus- 
trious classes  from  those  ruinous  expansions  and 
contractions  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try which  are  inseparable  from  a union  of  the  affairs 
of  the  government  with  those  of  banks;  that  the 
revival  ol  business  and  the  improvement  of  prices 
since  the  independent  treasury  bill  became  a law, 
already  proves  that  stability  in  the  money  affairs  of 
the  government  is  calculated  to  exert  a salutary 
and  efficient  inlluence  upon  the  business  tiansac- 
tions  of  individuals,  and  that  no  obstacle  to  the  res- 
toration of  our  commercial  prosperity  is  now  to  be 
apprehended  so  long  as  the  channels  of  industry  are 
free  from  the  abuses  and  frauds  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  interest  of  the  state  have  been 
grossly  mismanaged  by  the  present  state  adminis- 
tration; that  its  measures  and  movements  are  all 
directed  to  the  preservation  of  its  power,  and  for 
this  purpose  the  suggestions  of  public  duty  are  ut- 
terly disregarded;  that  a like  policy  in  the  neighbor- 
ing state  of  Pennsylvania,  under  ttie  administration 
of  governor  Ritner,  has  imposed  on  the  people  of 
that  state,  an  annual  tax  of  a million  and  a half  of 
doilars;  that  the  reputation  and  credit  of  New  York, 
at  home  and  abroad,  have  been  degraded  and  im- 
paired by  the  schemes  of  its  present  rulers,  and  by 
the  wretched  expedients  to  which  they  have  been 
compelled  to  resort,  and  by  a disgraceful  alliance 
with  Wall  street  speculators  and  stock  brokers; 
and  that  the  interests  of  the  honest  yeomanry,  and 
of  the  other  industrious  classes  of  the  state,  have 
been  wantonly  sacrificed  to  the  personal  and  politi- 
cal benefit  ol  a weak  and  unscrupulous  administra- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  in  Win.  C.  Bouck  we  recognise  a 
long  tried  and  faithful  public  servant — a republican 
from  his  youth — an  associate  of  Tompkins,  Van 
Buren  and  their  democratic  compatriots,  during  the 
last  war — identified  with  our  great  works  of  internal 
improvements,  by  services  the  most  elevated,  and 
by  an  integrity  and  fideliiy  that  have  won  for  him 
the  applause  ot  all  honest  men — but  w ho,  because  he 
preferred  an  adherence  to  principle  to  political  sub- 
serviency, was  driven  from  the  discharge  of  duties 
so  well  and  w isely  performed  for  the  public  welfare. 
In  presenting  this  distinguished  citizen  as  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  for  governor,  we  do  so  with  a full 
reliance  upon  his  merits,  and  with  a perfect  confi- 
dence that  the  justice  and  intelligence  of  the  people 
will  confirm  our  selection. 

Resolve ■!,  That  in  presenting  the  name  of  Daniel 
S.  Dickenson  to  our  fellow  citizens,  as  a candidate 
for  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor,  we  offer  them 
a name  high  in  the  confidence  ot  the  democracy,  and 
one  which  when  united  with  .nat  of  our  candidate 


for  governor,  will  call  forrti  the  best  exertions  of  all 
true  democrats,  and  enable  them  to  hurl  from  power 
the  corrupt  dynasty  into  whose  hands  the  empire 
state  has  fallen. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  involved  in  the  great  political  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  no  honest  effort  shall  be 
spared  to  secure  the  triumph  of  pure  principles,  and 
that  throughout  this  great  conflict  the  motto  upon 
our  banner  shall  be,  the  empire  slate  must  be  re- 
deemed. 

On  motion,  il  was  ordered  that  the  committee  on 
resolutions  be  authorised  to  draft  and  publish  an  ad- 
dress to  the  electors  of  the  state. 

On  motion,  Henry  H.  Van  Dyck  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  state  central  committee,  in  place  of 
Edward  Livingston,  deceased. 

Mr.  Beardsley  addressed  the  convention  in  an  able 
review  of  the  character  of  parties  and  of  the  ques- 
tions at  issue  before  the  people;  being  a cogent  and 
conclusive  argument  in  favor  of  the  independent 
treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hammond,  of  Otsego, 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  tenders  its  cordial 
thanks  to  Richard  D.  Davis,  esq.  for  the  able,  elo- 
quent and  patriotic  address  delivered  by  him  this 


day. 

On  motion,  the  chairappointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen a committee  to  nolify  the  candidates  for  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant  governor,  of  their  nomination, 
viz:  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  Mr.  Maison. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Jabez  Wieles,  president, 
Henry  F.  Jones,  Bennett  Bicknell, 

Governeur  Kemble,  Hiram  Grey, 

Amasa  Parker,  Jared  Willson, 

Daniel  Stevenson,  Joseph  Sibley, 

Vice  presidents. 

A.  H.  Mickle,  Henry  G.  Cotton, 

Seth  Hastings,  John  T.  Hudson, 

0.  Hungerford,  Secretaries. 

Whig  young  men’s  stale  convention.  Syracuse, 
Sept.  16,  1840.  The  glories  of  this  day  must  re- 
main unwritten.  Its  grandeur  surpasses  the  power 
of  description.  I am  oppressed  and  subdued  in  the 
august  presence  of  the  people,  who  are  here  in  their 
majesty.  The  day  has  been  one  of  bewildering 
enthusiasm.  The  far  east  came  with  its  hosts  last 
evening — the  mighty  west  ushered  in  its  legions 
this  morning.  All  day,  from  9 A.  M.  till  2 P.  M. 
Oneida,  Madison,  Otsego,  Jefferson,  Lewis,  Oswe- 
go, Cortland  and  Cayuga,  have  been  pouring  in  their 
battalions,  their  regiments,  their  brigades,  and  their 
divisions.  The  display  of  banners  is  more  imposing 
than  any  thing  I have  ever  seen.  The  procession 
was  a great  and  glorious  one.  It  is  more  imposing 
than  that  at  Baltimore  or  Boston.  Oneida  is  here 
with  2,000  of  her  sons.  Ontario  came  with  1,000. 
Monroe  sent  6,000.  Genesee,  the  empire  county, 
with  a noble  delegation,  renews  her  pledge  for  4,000 
majority.  Erie  came  with  a strong  delegation,  in 
boats,  with  singers  who  have  made  vocal  the  whole 
line  of  the  canal. 

I will  not  now  undertake  to  describe  any  thing, 
having  merely  torn  myself  away  from  the  grove 
where  the  immense  multitude  are  listening  to  the 
impassioned  eloquence  of  Ogden  Hoffman,  to  say 
that  the  convention  farexceeds  all  our  expectations. 
It  is  perfectly  overwhelming  in  numbers  and  with- 
out parallel  in  enthusiasm.  If  a doubt  existed  of 
our  success,  this  convention  would  wholly  remove 
it.  The  people  who  are  here  represent  a sentiment 
at  home  which  will  carry  us  through  triumphantly. 

The  number  present  is  variously  estimated  from 
forty  to  sixty  thousand.  I understand  that  the 
neutral  paper  here  represents  the  number  at  sixty- 
five  thousand.  That  this  is  far  the  largest  conven- 
tion which  the  occasion  has  produced,  there  can  be 
no  doubt. 

The  multitude  in  the  grove  was  called  to  order 
by  colonel  S.  S.  Benedict  of  the  young  men’s  state 
committee,  who  introduced  S.  De  Witt  Bloodgood, 
esq.  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  by 
whom  the  lion.  Francis  Granger  was  nominated  as 
president  of  the  day.  The  nomination  was  receiv- 
ed w ith  acclamation.  The  other  officers  were  then 
appointed,  aftpr  which  Mr  Granger  made  an  elo- 
quent address,  and  concluded  by  introducing  Ogen 
Hoffman,  whom  I left  speaking  with  thrilling  effect, 
to  write  this  hasty  sketch  before  the  cars  leave. 

Half  past  3 P.  M.  A heavy  shower  has  interrupt- 
ed, for  half  an  hour,  the  proceedings  in  the  grove. 
It  has  cleared  awray  and  the  speakers  will  resume 
and  close  the  day  gloriously.  [ Albany  Eve.  Jour. 

The  convention  at  Syracuse,  on  the  16th,  highly 
as  our  expectations  were  raised,  far  exceeded  them 
all.  The  “empire  state”  was  there  represented  by 
some  sixty  thousand  of  her  young  men.  Never  be- 
fore has  New  York  witnessed  such  an  assemblage, 
inferior  only,  if  inferior  at  all,  to  the  Bunker  Hill 
gathering.  Bright  rose  the  sun  on  the  morning  of 


Wednesday,  a clear  blue  sky  with  a gentle  breeze 
gave  promise  of  a beautiful  day,  and  from  early 
dawn  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  one  constant  suc- 
cession of  arrivals  served  to  swell  the  numbers  al- 
ready assembled.  In  every  direction,  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  from  the  north  and  the  south,  the  east 
and  the  west,  endless  processions  of  wagons,  long 
lines  of  canal  boats  and  trains  of  rail  road  cars, 
were  seen  hurrying  on  to  join  the  mighty  assem- 
blage. It  is  almost  impossible  to  attempt  to  give 
an  adequate  description  of  the  sight.  Forming  in 
front  of  that  noble  mansion,  the  Syracuse  house,  a 
living  sea  of  heads  with  banners  without  number, 
numerous  bands  of  music,  log  cabins  on  immense 
wagons,  drawn  by  four,  six,  eight,  ten  and  even 
eighteen  horses,  long  processions  of  horsemen  and 
wagons  filled  with  ladies  with  significant  banners, 
all  helped  to  form  a scene,  the  like  of  which  has 
never  before  been  witnessed  in  the  state  of  New 
York. 

About  1 o’clock,  the  procession  began  to  form  in 
regular  order. 

First  came  the  Tippecanoe  club  of  the  young 
men  of  Syracuse,  eight  abreast,  with  a band  and 
beautiful  silk  banner  with  the  arms  of  the  state. 
Then  came  the  state  central  committee,  the  corn- 
initlee  of  arrangements,  the  speakers  who  were  to 
address  the  convention  and  other  distinguished 
guests.  After  these  walked  the  delegates,  arrang- 
ed, as  far  as  practicable,  according  to  senatorial 
districts.  The  right  of  the  column  was  assigned  to 
the  “old  eighth.” 

We  cannot  attempt  to  give  a regular  description 
of  the  order  of  this  vast  multitude,  but  have  select- 
ed some  few  of  the  most  striking  of  the  banners  and 
other  emblems  of  the  different  delegations. 

Genesee,  the  empire  county,  was  there  with  a 
delegation  of  thousands.  Her  banner  bore  the  proud 
inscription,  “Old  Genesee  good  lor  4,000  whig  ma- 
jority.” 

Erie  came  next,  with  a very  large  delegation,  and 
a log  cabin  wagon,  draw  n by  6 horses.  Their  ban- 
ner bore  this  inscription,  “Old  Erie  good  for  3,000;” 
another,  “300,000  votes  against  200,000  bayonets.” 

Madison  followed,  with  a splendid  banner  of  blue 
velvet,  with  the  names  of  Harrison  and  Tyler  work- 
ed in  silk.  About  30  wagons,  most  of  them  with 
four  horses,  and  a large  deputation  of  ladies,  follow- 
ed. One  wagon,  drawn  by  18  horses,  ridden  by  18 
boys  in  callico  frocks,  was  filled  with  revolutionary 
soldiers;  another,  drawn  by  10  horses,  ridden  by 
boys  in  uniform,  was  filled  with  ladies,  with  the 
motto,  “Your  cause  is  ours.” 

The  Lenox  delegation  had  a bark  canoe,  with  the 
incription  on  one  side,  “Oppression  calls  out  to  Old 
Tip,”  on  the  other,  “Second  sober  thoughts  of  Le- 
nox.” Their  banners  had  inscribed  on  it — “Madi- 
son boys  resolved  to  conquer.” 

The  Canandaigua  Tippecanoe  Club,  with  a band 
of  music,  bore  a splendid  silk  banner  with  a log 
cabin  painted  in  the  centre — the  pole  surmounted 
with  a gilt  cider  barrel.  Another  banner  bore  the 
inscriptions,  “Union  is  strength — New  York  i3  re- 
deemed— 15,000  whig  majority” — with  the  paint- 
ing of  a cannon,  with  the  significant  name  of 
“Amos’  bady  waker.” 

New  York,  with  a fine  band  and  creditable  dele- 
gation, bore  at  her  head  the  state  banner.  Then 
came  the  Fort  Meigs  flag  and  other  standards;  one 
bearing  the  inscription,  “Indiana  and  Kentucky — 
Was  not  that  thunder.” 

Monroe  was  well  represented.  On  her  banner 
was  written  “Monroe  good  for  1,500.”  On  the 
other  side,  “We  do  our  own  voting.”  On  the  other 
was  Amos  Kendall  rocking  his  babes,  and  sing- 
ing — 

“Hush  my  babes,  lie  still  and  slumber. 

My  babes  can’t  sleep  for  whiggish  thunder.” 

The  Rochester  Tipp  club  carried  a handsomo 
banner,  representing  a cider  press  with  Martin 
Van  Buren  under  it;  an  eagle  at  the  break,  and 
saying,  as  he  sees  Martin  exhibit  signs  of  distress, 
“Van,  you  have  no  pressure  that  any  honest  man 
ought  to  regret.”  Martin  is  crying — “Amos,  John, 
Benton,  help  me  for  there  is  pressure.”  On  another 
banner  was  Van  Buren  in  the  act  of  being  knocked 
down  by  a Jersey  blue — Van  Buren  is  saying,  “Let 
us  argue.”  The  Jeiseyman  answers,  “I’ll  seal  your 
arguments.”  Another  represented  a pair  of  scales 
with  Van  Buren  in  one, kicking  the  beam,  although 
weighed  down  by  treasury  notes,  and  Harrison  in 
the  other.  Inscription — “Weighed  in  the  balance 
and  found  wanting.”  Another  bore  the  inscrip- 
tion— “Harrison  8t  Tyler,  we  hail  from  the  log 
cabin,  are  bound  for  the  white  house,  and  cannot 
be  stopped.” 

Oswego  turned  out  nobly.  Her  banner  repre- 
sented Fort  Meigs,  with  an  Indian  sitting  under  a 
tree,  the  American  flag  in  the  back  ground,  and  a 
man  pointing  to  Fort  Meigs,  with  the  inscription, 
“He  has  fought  our  battles— let  him  have  our  suf- 
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frages.”  Another  was  inscribed,  “Oswego  tied  in 
’38,  ’39 — untied  in  ’40:”  on  the  reverse,  a hand, 
with  the  motto,  “Beware  the  huge  paw.”  Another: 
“Matty  has  stopped  our  public  works — we’ll  stop 
his.” 

Ontario  came  more  than  a thousand  strong,  w’ith 
a splendid  silk  banner,  with  the  temple  of  liberty 
and  the  American  eagle,  as  Harrison’s  cage  and 
keeper.  Gorham  had  lor  motto — “She  has,  she  will 
conquer.  One  fire  more,  boys,  and  the  day  is  ours. 
A prudent,  economical,  perseverance  in  internal 
improvement.” 

Another  banner  represented  the  while  house  with 
a sentinel  on  its  walls.  In  the  distance  is  seen  an 
old  farmer  in  a waggon  coming  from  a log  cabin. 
The  sentinel  cries,  “Who’s  there?”  Answer,  “Old 
Tip.”  Reply,  “All’s  well.” 

Cayuga,  too,  came  over  a thousand  strong  with 
a magnificent  silk  banner,  with  a fine  painting  of 
an  armed  Indian,  with  the  motto,  “The  Cayugas 
are  coming;” on  the  reverse  gen.  Harrison  on  horse- 
back in  full  uniform. 

Oneida  had  some  4,000  delegates.  Utica  brought 
a beautiful  banner,  with  the  motto,  “The  Novem- 
ber sweep  will  reach  behind  the  doors  of  the  im- 
perial palace;”  on  the  reverse,  “The  western  man 
with  republican  principles,  against  the  northern 
man  with  no  principles.”  Another,  “Harrison  and 
Tyler.  No  senatorial  Tapping  with  mechanics’ 
and  laborers’  wages.”  Another,  “New  York’s  fa- 
vorite son  totally  eclipsed  on  the  4th  of  March  next.” 
On  the  reverse,  “Shoulder  to  shoulder,  the  farmers 
come.”  The  bannerol'  the  Tippecanoe  club  was 
inscribed,  “The  sub-treasury:  we  opposed  it  in 
’37  with  Marcy,  we  oppose  it  in  ’40  without  Mer- 
cy.” This  delegation  brought  with  them  “The 
great  ball,”  which  was  continually  rolling.  Another 
banner  bore  the  inscription,  “True  democracy  re- 
spects the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey.” 

Schoharie  was  strong  in  numbers  and  enthusiasm. 
On  her  banner  was  written,  “Old  Schoharie  lends 
a hand  again  for  the  constitution.” 

Onondaga  was  (here  in  mass.  The  Pompey  vo- 
lunteers bore  on  their  banner,  “Gen.  Van  Buren, 
always  striving  to  command  the  people’s  cash.— 
The  magician  must  retire.”  They  brought  with 
them  a log  cabin  wagon,  made  of  whitewood,  (and 
containing  20  persons),  with  the  inscription,  “Van 
Buren  hickory.”  Another  wagon,  drawn  by  six 
horses,  was  filled  with  28  ladies,  all  in  white.  Ca- 
millus  had  a log  cabin,  drawn  by  five  span  of  gray 
horses,  carrying  a band,  with  the  motto,  “See,  the 
tide  comes  in.”  Fifty  men  on  horseback,  with 
banner,  inscribed,  “Matty,  this  won’t  do,”  followed 
behind. 

Skaneateles  was  preceded  by  a band  drawn  by  4 
horses.  Then  came  two  wagons  joined  together, 
and  drawn  by  ten  grays,  followed  by  4 horse  teams' 
without  number.  One  banner  bore  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  as  Van  Boren’s  apology  for  a gold  currency, 
the  last  humbug. 

Chaotauque  bore  on  her  banner.  “Draw  on  old 
Chautauque  for  two  thousand  three  hundred  majo- 
rity and  we  will  honor  the  draft.” 

Seneca  was  there  in  numbers. 

Tompkins  talesmanic  with  the  democracy. 

Tioga,  “Whose  democracy  does  not  spurn  the 
broad  seal  of  New  Jersey.” 

Jefferson,  Washington,  Saratoga,  Rensselaer,  Al- 
bany all,  all,  were  there. 

Willingly  would  we  give  more  than  this  brief 
and  most  imperfect  sketch  of  the  brilliant  array  of 
banners,  and  other  insignia,  that  were  present;  but 
unable  to  see  more  than  one-half  of  the  procession' 
it  was  impossible  to  get  any  more  details.  Alter 
inarching  about  two  miles  over  a beautiful,  gently 
sloping  hill  just  outside  of  Syracuse,  the  meeting 
was  organized  in  an  extensive  grove,  and  Francis 
Granger  appointed  president,  with  a number  of  vice 
presidents  and  secretaries. 

After  a brief  but  spirited  and  eloquent  speech 
from  the  president,  in  which  the  wrongs  of  New 
Jersey  were  dwelt  upon  in  a becoming  and  indig- 
nant strain.  Mr.  Ogden  Hoffman  was  introduced 
to  the  meeting.  A violent  thunder  storm  having 
come  up,  we  were  obliged  to  leave  the  ground 
without  hearing  him;  but  not  so  with  the  vast  mul- 
titude there  assembled.  In  spite  of  the  pelting 
rain  and  hail,  there  they  stood,  and  when  the  speak- 
er proposed  to  adjourn,  the  cry  was,  go  on,  go  on 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  gen  Wil- 
son, of  New  Hampshire,  both  of  whom  spoke  with 
umbrellas  over  their  heads,  and  the  meeting  was 
finally  adjourned  until  the  next  morning,  fn  the 
evening,  a vast  crowd  collected  in  front  of  the  Sy- 
racuse house,  and  from  early  candle  light  until  late 
in  the  evening,  were  addressed  by  Messrs.  Dawson 
of  Michigan;  Coyer,  of  New  Jersey;  Wilian,  of  n! 
Hampshire;  col.  Stone  and  Ogden  Hoffman;  of  New 
York,  and  a number  of  others.  The  next  mornin"- 
again  the  speaking  was  resumed,  and  from  nine  in 


the  morning  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  a constant 
succession  ol  speakers  addressed,  and  enchained 
the  vast  multitude.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
spirit  and  enthusiasm  that  pervaded  the  hearts  of 
every  one.  [New  York  American. 

Croton  water  works.  At  the  invitation  of  the 
commissioners  wrho  have  the  charge  of  this  magnifi- 
cent work,  the  municipal  authorities  and  a number 
of  gentlemen  of  New  York  recently  made  an  excur- 
sion to  examine  some  portions  of  it.  We  find  the 
following  brief  notice  of  the  work  in  the  Journal  of 
Commerce,  one  of  the  editors  of  which  accompanied 
the  party:  r 

The  dam  across  the  Croton  is  placed  where  the 
i iver  enters  between  the  hills,  after  having  passed 
for  several  miles  through  a more  level  country.  The 
hill  on  the  south  side  is  solid  rock,  and  on  the  north, 
excellent  earth  for  constructing  the  dam.  The 
dam  itself,  as  might  be  conjectured  from  its  position, 
is  not  of  great  length,  but  is  one  of  the  most  ingeni- 
ous works  of  substantial  masonry  any  where  to  be 
found.  The  highest  point  of  the  structure  is  rather 
more  than  fifty  feet  above  the  natural  bed  of  the 
Croton.  The  water  will  be  thrown  back  by  this 
elevation  more  than  three  miles  forming  a beautiful 
lake  of  lour  hundred  acres;  the  whole  margin  of 
which  is  to  be  excavated,  so  that  the  wafer  will  be 
no  where  less  than  three  feet  deep.  The  water  is 
drawn  into  the  aqueduct  bv  means  of  a tunnel  cut 
into  the  rock  which  constitutes  the  hill  on  the  south 
side.  The  lower  side  of  the  dam  is  faced  with  a well 
laid  wall  of  stones,  not  in  mortar,  falling  backwards 
as  it  ascends,  by  a rapid  slope.  The  various  pre- 
parations in  the  masonry  of  the  dam  for  controlling 
the  water  under  all  possible  contingencies,  it  would 
require  a long  and  scientific  article  to  describe,  and 
with  that  our  readers  would  have  a very  inadequate 
idea  of  the  work.  n 

There  has  been  very  little  rain  on  the  line  of  the 
Croton  for  two  months  past,  yet  no  one  who  looks 
at  the  present  magnitude  of  the  stream,  would  doubt 
its  capacity  to  supply  our  city  for  ages  to  come, 
though  it  should  co'ntinue  to  grow  at  the  most  rapid 
ratio  of  any  previous  years.  At  distances  of  one 
mile,  a circular  hollow  tower  is  erected  over  the 
aqueduct,  for  the  purpose  of  ventilation.  These 
being  composed  of  white  marble,  produce  a very 
pretty  effect.  Every  three  miles  is  an  apparatus  for 
drawing  off  the  water  in  case  any  internal  repairs 
should  be  necessary.  Just  above  Sing  Sing  the  trunk 
penetrates  by  tunnels  through  several  hills,  and 
passes  the  ravines  between  these  by  alternate  em- 
barkments.  At  this  point  a party  of  the  gentlemen 
walked  through  a section  of  the  aqueduct  half  a mile 
long,  which  had  been  lighted  for  the  purpose  bv 
candles  upon  the  wall  at  distances  of  thirty  or  forty 
feet.  The  effect  was  peculiar  and  beautiful.  The 
passage  afforded  ample  breadth  for  three  men  to 
walk  abreast. 

The  most  imposing  structure  of  the  whole  work 
is  the  great  bridge  at  Sing  Sing.  It  is  composed 
chiefly  of  one  grand  arch  of  eighty-eight  feet  span, 
thrown  over  a deep  ravine,  so  that,  from  the  apex  of 
the  arch  to  the  bottom  of  the  ravine,  must  be  a hun- 
dred feet.  This  vast  arch  was  so  firmly  laid  in  its 
abutments,  and  so  accurately  built  in  its  superstruc- 
ture, that  since  the  uprights  were  removed  from  be- 
neath the  arch,  it  has  settled  but  one  inch.  One 
inch  in  an  arch  of  eighty-eight  feet,  with  an  eleva- 
tion of  one  hundred.  So  little  settling  in  such  a 
work,  we  are  told,  has  never  before  occurred.  The 
whole  quantity  of  land  which  the  water  commis- 
sioners have  been  compelled  to  buy  on  the  forty 
miles  of  the  works,  amounts  to  nine  hundred  acres; 
and  the  average  price  has  been  nearly  five  hundred' 
dollars.  The  prices  have  uniformly  been  enormous, 
being  fixed  by  the  appraisement  of  neighbors  who  in’ 
many  instances  had  lands  of  their  own  to  be  apprais- 
ed in  the  same  way.  The  land  still  remains,  a large 
part  of  it,  for  the  use  of  the  former  owners,  and  well 
nigh  as  valuable  for  their  use  as  before  the  aqueduct 
was  run  through  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  owners  have  sold  rocks 
which  were  only  in  their  way,  for  large  sums  in  cash, 
and  sand  banks  for  hundreds  of  dollars,  which  were 
not  worth  so  many  cents  before,  and  yet  we  are  sor- 
ry to  say  that  these  very  people  who  have  made  their 
fortunes  out  of  this  great  public  work,  are  so  exceed- 
ingly unreasonable,  that  they  seem  well  nigh  com- 
bined in  hostility  to  extort  every  cent  more  which 
they  can,  under  any  possible  pretext. 

The  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  by  governor 
Seward.  Under  this  caption  the  Albany  Evening 
Journal  publishes  six  columns  of  interesting  facts 
in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power. 

It  says  that  it  has  been  induced  to  make  this  ex 


rived  from  public  records  and  other  authentic 
•sources,  and  w ill  serve  to  show  that  so  far  from  the 
accusation  of  the  Argus  having  any  foundation  in 
truth,  thi3  very  important  and  delicate  trust  has 
been  executed  with  singular  caution  and  with  the 
strictest  impartiality  and  justice. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  par- 
dons of  all  descriptions  of  offences  granted  in  each 
year  for  21  years: 


1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 
1827 
182S 

1829 

1830 
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311 

209 

100 

180 

173 
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1835 
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1839 

1840 


115 

107 
160 
149 
131 

93 

108 
15S 

64 

72 


animation  of  the  subject  from  the  studied  efforts  of 
the  Albany  Argus  and  other  prints  to  produce  an 
impression  that  the  pardoning  power  has  been  abus- 
ed by  the  governor.  The  following  statement  is  de- 


By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  average  number 
of  pardons  granted  annually  under  the  administra- 
tion of  De  Witt  Clinton  was  250,  under  that  of 
Joseph  C.  Yates,  140,  under  those  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  and  Enos  T.  Throop  112  under  that  of 
William  L.  Marcy,  133,  and  under  that  of  William 
H.  Seward,  68. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  pardoned  from  the 
state  prisons  by  governor  Seward  in  1839,  was  33, 
and  in  1840  has  been  49.  The  residue  was  con- 
victed of  petty  offences  punishable  with  imprison- 
ment in  the  county  jails  and  with  fines.  The  ave- 
rage number  of  pardons  for  state  prison  offences 
granted  by  governor  Marcy  annually  was  101.  The 
whole  number  of  applications  for  pardons  consider- 
ed and  denied  by  gov.  Seward  during  his  adminis- 
tration is  232. 

Although  a view  of  the  grounds  on  which  appli- 
cations for  pardons  have  been  denied  as  necessary 
in  cases  of  successful  application,  in  order  to  under- 
stand fully  the  principles  upon  which  the  pardon- 
ing power  has  been  administered,  it  will  be  seen  at 
once  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  present  even  a 
cursory  view  of  cases  of  the  former  class.  Some 
idea  of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  have 
been  presented  may  be  formed  from  the  case  of 
Benjamin  Rathbun,  where  the  petition  of  several 
thousand  of  our  most  respected  citizens  was  denied. 
It  is  proper  however  to  observe  that  in  almost  every 
case  the  testimony  given  on  the  trial  was  procured 
and  carefully  examined,  together  with  all  other  in- 
formation submitted  in  relation  to  the  prisoner,  and 
that  in  every  case  a decision  in  writing  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  applicants  assigning  the  reasons  for 
his  denial.  In  presenting  an  "abstract  of  the  cases 
in  which  pardons  have  been  granted  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  to  bring  it  within  any  reasonable  limits 
we  must  give  the  most  brief  account  of  each,  de- 
rived from  voluminous  papers,  a perusal  of  which 
would  be  necessary  to  a full  understanding  of  the 
subject.  In  submitting  this  statement  we  will  not 
allege  that  no  pardon  has  been  improperly  issued 
by  the  executive.  He  acts  in  almost  every  case 
upon  information  derived  from  others,  and  necessary 
from  partial  sources.  But  we  confidently  assert 
that  no  one  will  rise  from  the  perusal  of  theTecord 
without  being  well  satisfied  that  justice  and  mercy 
have  been  impartially  exercised  and  sound  public 
policy  firmly  maintained. 

After  examining  the  subject  at  great  length,  the 
Journal  thus  concludes.  We  affirm  that  governor 
Seward  stands  upon  high  and  elevated  ground. 
The  pardoning  power  in  his  hands,  has  been  ad- 
ministered with  a strict  and  pure  regard  to  public 
justice  and  the  public  safety.  That  lie  has  temper- 
ed justice  with  mercy,  where  it  could  be  done 
consistently  with  the  public  policy  and  in  obe- 
dience to  the  law  and  constitution,  is  true.  Butin 
no  case  has  this  high  and  delicate  power  been  abus- 
ed and  perverted.  Every  case  has  been  patiently 
and  laboriously  investigated.  The  highest  alike 
with  the  humble  offender,  whether  befriended  or 
friendless,  have  been  furnished  by  the  governor 
with  the  reason  for  his  decision. 

Table  showing  the  average  annual  number  of  pardons 
of  some  of  the  crimes  of  the  highest  grade,  punish- 
able by  imprisonment  in  a state  prison,  granted  from 
and  including  the  year  1820  by  governors  Clinton, 
Yates,  Throop,  Marcy  and  Seward: 

Clin'n.  Yales.  Thr'p.  Mar.  Sew. 
Grand  larceny,  81)  51  ]9§  29  12 
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pired  7,  pardoned  1,  died  2,  remaining  792  malea, 
67  females,  tolal  859. 

Improvement. project.  A plan  is  in  contemplation 
to  construct  a dock  or  basin  at  Brooklyn,  N.  York, 
to  cover  forty  I wo  acres,  which  will  be  sufficient ly 
large  to  accommodate  a thousand  vessels. 

The  steamship  Neptune  was  sold  at  auction  in  New 
York  on  Tuesday  last  for  $’35,000,  to  James  Reed, 
esq.  of  New  Orleans,  who  intends  to  continue  her 
in  the  New  Orleans  and  Texas  trade,  where  she  has 
been  some  time  engaged.  She  was  built  at  a cost 
of  $112,000  two  years  and  a half  ago. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  elections  for  members  ol  the  legislature,  &c. 
takes  place  on  the  13th  and  14th  October.  The 
executive  of  the  state,  as  well  as  U.  S.  senator  is  to 
be  elected  by  the  members  then  to  be  chosen. 

The  election  for  congressmen  and  for  electors  of 
presi.lent  and  vice  president  takes  place  on  the  3d 
and  4th  November. 

A meeting  of  whigs  was  held  at  Red  Bank,  Mon- 
mouth county,  a few  days  since.  Henry  W.  Green, 
esq.  of  Trenton  first  addressed  the  meeting,  and 
subsequently  the  hon.  Win.  Halsted,  one  ol  the  re- 
jected members,  and  the  hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard 
ol  the  United  States  senate.  Thi3  gentleman  was 
followed  by  captain  Stockton  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  ft 
is  estimated  that  there  were  not  less  than  one  thou- 
sand ladies  present. 

At  Somerville,  the  residence  of  gov.  Vroom,  and 
where  his  friends  recently  held  a meeting,  which 
they  boasted  could  not  be  equalled,  the  whigs  had 
a gathering,  larger,  as  we  are  assured,  says  the  N. 
York  American,  by  those  who  were  present  at  both, 
in  the  proportion  of  3 to  1.  A beautiful  banner, 
embroidered  by  the  ladies  of  Somerville,  with  the 
word  Somerset  in  Ihe  centre,  surrounded  by  a skil- 
fully wrought  wreath  of  flowers,  having  been  pie- 
sented  to  the  young  men  of  Somerville, — it  was 
borne  jn  procession  with  the  flags  and  banners  from 
elsewhere,  to  the  court  house  yard,  when  from  2 
o’clock  till  dark,  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  col. 
Clark,  of  Hunterdon,  A.  Armstrong,  of  Essex,  cap- 
tain Stockton  and  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

There  was  a great  whig  gathering  at  Rahway,  on 
22d  inst. 

PENNSYLVANIA.  / 

Erie  conventions  Both  political  parties  held  con- 
ventions at  Erie  on  the  anniversary  of  Perry’s  vic- 
tory upon  the  l ike,  on  the  10th  inst. 

According  to  the  accounts  in  the  whig  papers, 
there  were  about  twenty  thousand  whigs  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Michigan  and  western  New  York. 
The  hon.  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  presided, 
and  addressed  the  vast  assemblage  in  an  eloquent 
speech  of  one  hour  in  Ipngth.  He  was  followed  by 
general  Wilson,  of  the  Granite  state,  in  an  able  ad- 
dress of  two  hours.  Hon.  Harmar  Denny,  of  Pitts 
burgh,  Messrs.  Merwin,  o f Crawford  county, 
Briggs,  of  Ohio,  Lasak,  of  New  York  and  several 
others,  followed  general  Wilson,  alter  which  the 
convention  adjourned.  The  display  of  steamboats 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  procession  of  people,  witli 
banners,  on  the  land,  were  highly  interesting  scenes 

The  convention  at  Lancaster.  On  the  18th  was 
another  ot  those  mighty  gatherings  which  have  so 
characterized  the  present  political  campaign.  Not- 
withstanding the  inclemency  of  the  weather  the 
number  assembled  was  variously  estimated  at  from 
20  to  50,000  men,  from  the  gray  haired  grandsire 
bowed  down  with  the  weight  of'  years  to  the  youth 
just  admitted  to  participate  in  the  inestimable  priiv 
ciples  of  republican  institutions.  The  procession, 
says  the  Examiner,  was  upwards  of  three  miles  in 
length,  eight  abreast,  and  took  two  hours  to  pass  a 
given  point!  John  Sergeant,  of  Philadelphia,  pre- 
sided, and  on  taking  the  chair  made  a forcible  and 
eloquent  address.  The  other  speakers  were  W. 
Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland;  governor  Call,  of  Flo- 
rida; Thaddeus  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania;  Baer,  the 
Buckeye  blacksmith,  and  others.  Every  thing  went 
off  most  harmoniously  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
without  accident  of  any  sort. 

Of  the  return  of  the  P.iiladelphia  delegation  the 
United  States  Gazette  says:  “An  immense  host  of 
whigs  assembled  in  Broad  street,  at  Callowhill,  to 
receive  the  whig  delegation,  and,  awaiting  the  ar- 
rival ol  the  cars,  they  listened  to  a very  excellent 
address  from  Frederick  Fj.aley,  esq.  The  first  train 
of  cars  biougbt  in  only  a tew  of  the  delegates. 
Among  these  was  the  hon.  Charles  Naylor.  He  was 
immediately  called  from  his  seat  and  placed  in  a very 
convenient  rostrum,  whence  he  addressed  the  people 
most  happily. 

The  train  of  cars  with  the  delegates  did  not  arrive 
until  late  in  the  evening,  when  a procession  was 
formed,  and  the  whole  escorted  to  the  whig  head- 
quarters and  reading  rqom. 

Gieat  complaints  are  made  of  the  disgraceful  con- 
duct of  those  who  had  the  management  of  the  “mo- 


tive power”  on  the  Columbia  rail  road,  to  which  we 
must  refer  hereafter. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  delegates  have  just 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  persons  employed  on 
behalf  of  the  state  to  direct  the  locomotives.  Evi- 
dently with  a view  of  retarding  the  progress,  the 
steam  was  not  allowed  to  form;  the  fires  were  kept 
low,  and  in  one  or  two  instances,  we  are  assured, 
the  fire  went  entirely  out  in  the  locomotive,  and  the 
whole  concern  was  once  thrown  (roin  the  track.  On 
returning,  nearly  eight  hundred  whigs  were  insulted 
by  Ihree  or  lour  rowdies,  (whose  names  are  mention- 
ed) being  allowed  to  ride  on  the  locomotive  and  pre- 
sent insulting  objects.  For  the  sake  of  peace  this 
was  quielly  endured,  though  we  are  not  certain  that 
ttie  officer  who  has  the  direction  of  the  motive  power 
on  the  road  would  have  fared  as  well,  unless  he  could 
acquit  himself  of  blame  in  allowing  the  outrage.  It 
is  proper  to  state  that  the  commonwealth  furnishes 
the  motive  power  on  the  road;  and  it  is  rather 
unfortunate,  all  things  considered,  that  the  stale  ad- 
ministration should  be  biougbt  in  to  share  such 
odium,  when  the  national  administration  is  going  by 
tlie  board. 

MARYLAND. 

The  convention  at  Hagerstown,  (Met.)  Sept.  16. 
The  Torcti  Light  ot  Thursday  gives  a concise  but 
interesting  summary  of  proceedings  at  the  “great 
gathering  of  the  people”  at  Hagerstown,  on  the 
preceding  day.  “It  was  a vast  assemblage,  and  a 
day  to  be  remembered  by  all  who  assisted  in  the 
ceremonies  or  were  present  on  the  occasion.” 

A great  multitude  of  people  were  present;  some 
say  10,000,  some  20,000,  some  more.  One  of  the 
speakers  said  he  would  not  number  them  by  hun- 
dreds or  thousands,  but  by  acres,  for  there  were 
several  acres  of  them  when  assembled  in  the  grove 
to  which  they  marched  from  town. 

William  Price,  of  Washington  county,  presi- 
dent. 

S.  D.  Warfield,  of  Frederick  county;  Alpheus 
Beall,  of  Allegany  county;  John  Braddock,  ofMont- 
gomery  county;  David  Hoffman,  of  Baltimore  city, 
vice  presidents. 

William  D.  Bell,  of  Washington  county;  Dr.  J. 
E.  Snodgrass,  of  Baltimore  city,  secretaries. 

Alter  a short  address  from  the  president,  Mr. 
Coale,  one  of  the  electoral  candidates,  was  intro- 
duced to  the  crowd,  and  addressed  it  for  some  time. 
Mr  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Bradford,  of 
Baltimore;  Mr.  Laird,  of  Georgetown;  Mr.  Orten, 
of  Indiana;  Mr.  Bowie,  another  electoral  candidate; 
and  Mr.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  of  Frederick,  succes- 
sively Addressed  the  meeting — three  of  them  occu- 
pying three  different  stands,  and  addressing  three 
different  portions  of  the  multitude  at  the  same  time. 
The  speeches  were  all  forcible  and  eloquent  in  a 
high  degree. 

From  500  to  1,000  ladies  were  on  the  ground. — 
The  most  perfect  order  prevailed  throughout  the 
day,  and  not  the  slightest  accident  occurred. 

A whig  convention  was  to  be  held  at  Cumber- 
land, Allegany  county,  on  the  23d. 

Consecration  of  bishop  Whittiagham.  The  highly 
interesting  ceremony  of  the  consecration  of  the 
rev.  William  Rollinson  Whittinghain,  D.  D.  to  the 
episcopate  of  the  diocese  of  Maryland,  took  place 
in  St.  Paul’s  on  Thursday7  morning,  in  the  presence 
of  a very  large  and  respectable  assemblage.  The 
altar  was  surrounded  by  four  bishops,  together 
with  the  bishop  elect,  the  clergy  and  laity  of  this 
and  several  other  dioceses.  Divine  service  was 
commenced  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Wyatt,  and  continued 
by  the  right  rev.  Richard  Moore,  D.  D.  of  Virginia, 
aided  by  the  right  rev.  Benjamin  Onderdonk,  D.  D. 
of  New  York,  and  the  right  rev.  George  W.  Doane, 
D.  D.  of  New  Jersey7.  The  music  was  exquisite — 
entirely  worthy  the  high  character  of  St.  Paul’s 
choir. 

An  appropriate  discourse  on  the  origin  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Episcopal  office  was  pronounced  by 
the  presiding  bishop,  the  right  rev.  Alexander  V. 
Griswold,  D.  D.  of  the  eastern  diocese.  The  con- 
sent of  the  house  of  bishops,  and  of  the  reprenta- 
tives  of  all  the  dioceses,  was  then  read — the  pro- 
mise of  conformity  to  the  doctrine,  discipline  and 
worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  made 
by  the  candidate- — when  the  solemn  imposition  of 
hands  was  given  by  the  presiding  bishop,  and  his 
right  rev.  brethren.  Bishop  Whittinghain  was 
then  introduced  within  the  rails  of  the  chancel,  and 
took  his  seat  near  the  altar.  The  administration 
of  the  holy  sacrament  ot  the  Eucharist  concluded 
the  imposing  ceremonies  of  the  day.  The  friends 
of  the  church  throughout  the  country  will  be  glad 
to  hear  of  this  consecration,  and  may  doubtless  an- 
ticipate from  it  the  happiest  results. 

[Balt.  Hmer. 

VIRGINIA. 

Van  Buren  state  convention.  This  body  assem- 
bled at  12  o’clock,  M.  on  Wednesday  the  9th, 


agreeably  to  appointment.  In  pursuance  of  a re- 
port of  a committee,  appointed  at  an  informal  meet- 
ing on  the  evening  before,  hon.  Linn  Banks  was 
elected  president;  gen.  Win.  F.  Gordon,  lion.  An- 
drew Beirne,  maj.  Charles  Yancey,  Inman  Horner 
and  John  Cargill,  esqrs.  were  appointed  vice  presi- 
dents; Thos.  Ritchie  and  Win.  A.  Harris,  esqrs. 
were  appointed  secretaries,  and  Richard  B.  Gooch, 
esq.  assistant  secretary. 

We  can  safely  say,  that  this  convention  is  the 
largest  and  most  respectable  body  of  the  kind  ever 
held  in  this  state.  A list  of  delegates  not  having 
yet  been  made  out,  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
the  number  in  attendance;  but  we  think  we  cannot 
be  wide  of  the  mark  in  saying  that  there  are  be- 
tween five  and  six  hundred.  The  members  are  all 
animated  with  the  right  spirit,  and,  what  is  better 
than  all,  they  bring  with  them  the  most  animating 
accounts  of  our  prospects  in  every  quarter  of  the 
“Old  Commonwealth.”  From  information  derived 
from  personal  intercourse  with  the  members,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  are  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  state  is  safe  for  Van  Buren  “by 
thousands.”  Indeed,  we  have  never  permitted  our- 
selves to  believe,  for  one  moment,  that  Virginia, 
“proud,  gallant,  chivalrous  old  Virginia”  would 
ever  sully  her  hitherto  pure  and  uncontaininated 
escutcheon,  by  hitching  herself  to  the  car  of  Hart- 
ford convention  federalism,  propelled  by  the  infu- 
riate demon  of  northern  abolition;  but  il  we  had  ever 
entertained  a doubt  so  degrading  to  the  fair  fame  of 
“the  mother  of  states,”  that  doubt  would  have  been 
removed  now.  Our  friends  abroad  may  rely  upon 
it,  Virginia  will  do  her  duty  in  the  fall. 

[Charlottesville  (Va.)  Jeffersonian. 

J1  whig  convention  is  to  be  held  at  Richmond  on 
the  5th  October,  at  which  amongst  other,  Daniel 
Webster  and  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts, 
have  accepted  invitations  to  attend,  to  celebrate  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  judge  Richard  E.  Parker, 
of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia,  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Clarke  county,  Va.  on  Thursday  last. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Whig  meeting.  The  Columbia  Southern  Chroni- 
cle contains  a long  account  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  whig  party  at  the  Town  Hall  of 
Columbia,  on  the  2d  instant.  Col.  D.  J.  McCord 
presided.  General  Adams  presented  a preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  adopted;  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  put  in  nomination  as  candidates 
for  the  legislature,  viz:  James  D.  Tradewell,  Joseph 
A.  Black,  Thomas  A.  Wade  and  James  H.  Adams. 

The  meeting  then  (says  the  Chronicle)  forihed  a 
procession,  under  the  direction  of  A.  H.  Gladden, 
esq.  marshal  of  the  day,  and  marched  to  the  bar- 
becue ground,  in  a grove  contiguous  to  the  town. 
Shortly  after  twelve,  (lie  hon.  W.  C.  Preston,  the 
hon.  Waddy  Thompson  ami  Hugh  S.  Legare,  esq. 
arrived.  Mr.  Preston  was  first  called  for.  Grace- 
fully declining  the  lead,  as  due  to  the  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  bad  come  among  us,  he  introduced 
to  the  meeting  the  hon.  Waddy  Thompson.  Mr. 
Thompson,  in  a speech  of  nearly  two  hours,  fully 
vindicated  his  title  to  the  lavish  applause  which  he 
has  won  in  congress  and  many  of  the  states  of  the 
union.  To  him  succeeded  Ml  Legare,  who  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  McCord.  ^Mr.  Preston  next 
addressed  the  assembly,  in  a speech  of  about  an 
hour  and  a half,  which  fully  sustained  his  high  re- 
putation.} During  an  interval  between  the  speeches, 
the  company  partook  of  a sumptuous  barbecue  din- 
ner, uncommonly  well  served  up,  at  which  the 
chairman  of  the  meeting  presided,  with  colonel 
Hampton,  Joel  Adams,  esq.  and  captain  C.  Book- 
ter,  as  vice  presidents. 

GEORGIA. 

The  next  election  which  occurs  will  be  in  Geor- 
gia, on  the  5th  October,  when  nine  members  of 
congress  is  to  be  elected  by  general  ticket. 

In  1838  the  whig  states  right  ticket  for  congress 
succeeded  by  about  2,000  majority.  In  1839 
McDonald  (whig)  was  elected  by  1,827  majority. 
Whites  majority7  over  Van  Buren  in  1836  was  2,772. 

ALABAMA. 

Mobile  continued  healthy  up  to  the  15th  inst. 
Church  street  house,  was  injured  by  fire  on  that 
day. 

LOUISIANA. 

Law  case.  An  important  law  case  has  been  de- 
cided by  judge  Bermudez,  of  the  probate  court  of 
New  Orleans.  Alexander  Milne,  recently  deceas- 
ed, left  an  immense  estate  to  be  distributed  in  ac- 
cordance with  directions  of  his  will.  Among  them 
was  a legacy  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
city  of  Fochabers,  in  Scotland,  his  birth  place.  An 
application  to  the  court  of  probates  for  the  bequest, 
was  made  in  due  form  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  to 
whom,  it  seems,  the  city  of  Fochabers  belongs. — 
His  grace,  at  least,  is  the  feudal  lord  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  claims  the  legacy  for  his  own.  To  this 
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application  the  heirs  and  others  legatees  of  Milne 
made  strenuous  opposition. 

The  decision  of  the  court  was  against  the  claim 
of  the  duke. 

New  Orleans.  The  St.  Charles  exchange  was 
injured  to  the  amount  of  $25,000  by  a fire  on  the  11th 
inst.  It  was  preserved  from  total  destruction  by 
the  most  active  exertions.  It  is  said  to  be  next  to 
the  capital  at  Washington,  the  largest  and  most 
magnificent  edifice  in  the  United  States. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  twenty  dwelling  houses 
and  kitchens  were  burnt  in  the  third  municipality. 
It  originated  in  Camp,  and  extended  to  Bagatelle 
street,  nearly  all  the  houses  on  which,  to  Union, 
were  destroyed.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $60,000. 

Three  of  the  slaves  charged  with  having  been 
concerned  in  an  attempt  to  cause  an  insurrection  in 
Louisiana,  were  executed  on  the  28th  ult. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  hon.  James  Harlan  has  been  appointed  se- 
cretary of  state  for  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 
Governor  Letcher  has  thus  called  to  his  aid,  the 
abilities  of  one  who  deservedly  enjoys,  in  a high 
degree,  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen,  and  who 
will,  doubtless,  in  his  new  position,  exalt  his  repu- 
tation still  more,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  will 
discharge  the  high  trust  reposed  in  him. 

OHIO. 

Lebanon  gathering.  A meeting  of  the  whigs  of 
Warren  county,  took  place  at  Lebanon,  on  the  11th 
inst.  at  which  gen.  Harrison  was  present  and  ad- 
dressed the  people,  of  whom  there  were  about 
15,000  congregated— it  being  only  a neighborhood 
meeting. 

Convention  at  Chillicolhe.  A convention  of  the 
friends  of  Harrison  and  reform  also  took  place  at 
Chillicothe,  in  the  Scioto  valley,  on  the  17th  and 
18th  instant.  The  whigs  of  that  neighborhood  in- 
tended to  contest  the  palin,  on  this  occasion,  with 
the  Mad  River  trappers,  at  Dayton,  in  the  Miami 
valley,  at  their  meeting  the  other  day. 

General  Harrison  again  among  the  people.  Gen. 
Harrison  met  and  addressed  a large  nu-.iber  of  the 
people  at  Sydney,  Shelby  county,  on  Saturday  last. 
He  was  on  his  way  to  Urbana,  and  was  accompa- 
nied by  col.  Christie,  of  New  Orleans,  col.  Cham- 
bers, of  Kentucky,  and  col.  Anderson,  of  Cincinnati. 
The  general  was  escorted  from  Piqua  to 

Sydney  by  a committee  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
country.  As  he  approached  the  town,  “he  was 
met  hy  a very  large  procession  of  people,  in  canoes, 
carriages,  and  on  horseback,  and  was  conducted  to 
the  mansion  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cummins.  At  1 o'clock 
the  general  appeared  on  the  stand,  and  addressed 
the  people  for  about  an  hour.  His  appearance  W'as 
greeted  by  a long  and  enthusiastic  shout  from  the 
people.  Colonels  Christie  and  Chambers  also  ad- 
dressed the  multitude. 

A great  portion  of  the  multitude  then  joined  the 
train  in  its  progress,  which  was  again  stopped  at 

Urbana,  where  acres  of  people  had  assembled 
to  welcome  it — the  lowest  estimate  of  numbers  be- 
ing 20,000,  as  the  Urbana  Citizen  of  the  9th  assures 
us.  At  least  5,000  of  the  fair  daughters  of  Ohio 
were  present. 

Every  avenue  street  was  full — the  fields  were 
full;  and  all  was  j^  and  eager  curiosity.  General 
Harrison  addressed  the  immense  concourse,  and 
our  informant  says  his  voice  was  the  onlyyone  heard 
by  those  on  the  outside  of  the  mass.  ^Estimates 
were  made  of  the  dumber  present,  varying  from 
15,000  to  25,000.  Ex-governor  Metcalfe,  of  Ken- 
tucky, it  is  said,  was  among  the  number  present. 

Here  again  the  procession  received  an  addition 
of  thousands,  and  w hen  it  reached 

Dayton,  the  whole  body  there  assembled  in  con- 
vention covered  ten  acres  by  actual  measurement! 
And  at  no  time  were  there  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  people  on  the  ground.  Every  house  with  a flag 
was  a hotel  without  price— the  strings  of  every  door 
being  out,  and  every  latch  unfastened! 

The  return  of  the  party  (after  the  two  days  at 
Dayton)  was  characterized  by  similar  exhibitions 
of  the  popular  feeling.  On  Saturday  morning  the 
general  addressed  an  assembly  of  8, 000  at  Lebanon, 
22  miles  from  Dayton,  and  as  he  proceeded  the 
roads  were  lined  w ilh  people  in  teams  and  on  horse- 
back, banners  and  flags,  marking  the  whole  dis- 
tance. It  is  said  that  at  no  time  was  the  cavalcade 
less  than  a mile  in  length. 

The  Miama  valley  convention.  The  battle  is 
fought — the  victory  won!  As  goes  Ohio,  now,  so 
goes  the  union!  And  as  went  the  Miami  valley  on 
the  10th  instant,  so  will  go  the  state  on  the  30th 
October.  One  hundred  thousand  freemen 
in  council!  Let  that  word  pass  round!  Carry 
it,  ye  patriotic  fathers,  and  ye  glorious  mothers,  to 
the  hearths  and  hearts  of  your  families!  Shout  it, 
ye  noble  and  high-sonled  youths,  from  the  recesses 
of  every  valley,  and  the  heights  of  every  moun- 
tain ir.  the  land!  Bear  it,  ^e  breezes  of  the  west- 


ern world,  to  every  ear  in  this  broad  universe!  So 
shall  the  drooping  spirits  of  liberty’s  children  re- 
vive: so  shall  the  consciences  of  selfish  and  ambi- 
tious rulers  shrink  within  themselves,  and  quail 
with  terror:  so  shall  a sense  of  hope,  and  promise 
and  assurance,  fall  as  a gentle  and  refreshing  dew 
upon  all  virtuous  hearts. 

One  hundred  thousand!  It  were  useless  to 
attempt  any  thing  like  a detailed  description  of  this 
grand  gathering  of  the  people.  We  saw  it 
all— felt  it  all — and  shall  bear  to  our  graves,  live 
we  yet  half  a century,  the  impression  it  made  upon 
our  heaits.  But  we  cannot  describe  it.  No  eye 
that  witnessed  it,  can  convey  to  the  mind  of  another, 
even  a faint  semblance  of  the  things  it  there  be- 
held. The  bright  and  glorious  day — the  beautiful 
and  hospitable  city — the  green-clad  and  heaven- 
blessed  valley — the  thousand  flags,  fluttering  in 
every'  breeze  and  waving  from  every  window — the 
ten  thousand  banners  and  badges,  with  their  appro- 
priate devices  and  patriotic  inscriptions — and,  more 
than  all,  the  hundred  thousand  human  hearts  beat- 
ing in  that  dense  and  seething  mass  of  people — are 
things  which  those  alone  can  properly  feel  and  ap- 
preciate, who  beheld  this  grandest  spectacle  of  time. 

Upon  the  stand,  general  Harrison  was  welcomed 
to  Dayton,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  town 
and  vicinity,  by  judge  Crane,  in  a felicitous  and 
feeling  manner.  The  judge’s  reference  to  the  ca- 
lumnies which  had  been  recently  visited  upon  the 
head  of  the  general,  was  received  by  the  assembled 
multitude  with  a feeling  of  deep  indignation  at  his 
slanderers,  and  a low  but  universal-murmur  against 
their  baseness;  but  when  he  made  a rapid  survey  of 
the  many  and  great  services  which  the  old  hero  had 
rendered  his  country,  in  civil  as  well  as  military 
stations,  the  shout  that  went  up  showed  that  the 
hold  which  general  Harrison  has  upon  the  respect 
and  affections  of  the  people,  is  ardent,  deep-rooted 
and  not  of  a day. 

General  Harrison  commenced  his  response,  and 
his  speech  to  the  people,  bv  a feeling  allusion  to  the 
glorious  reception  which  had  been  given  him.  “But,” 
said  he,  “fellow  citizens,  I have  not  the  vanity  for 
one  moment  to  suppose,  that  any  service  which  I 
may  have  rendered  my  country,  or  any  personal  re- 
spect or  affection  for  me,  has  thus  drawn  you  by 
thousands  and  thousands  trom  your  homes.  I know 
that  it  is  a much  deeper  and  keener  feeling — a much 
more  important  consideration — that  has  brought 
you  here.  It  is  the  cause — the  great  and  good 
cause,  fellow  citizens,  which  we  have  all  espoused, 
that  has  drawn  you  thus  together,  from  your  remote 
homes,  to  take  council  of  each  other,  and  to  reason 
together  touching  the  common  good.” 

General  Harrison  then  alluded  to  the  silly  charge 
so  often  made  against  him  by  his  political  oppo- 
nents, that  “he  was  in  the  habit  of  concealing  his 
opinions,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  express 
them.”  He  remarked,  as  every  body  knows  very 
truly,  that  so  far  from  there  being  any  truth  in  this 
charge,  he  had  been  a plain  and  free  spoken  man 
all  his  life,  and  had  especially,  during  the  first  can- 
vass in  which  he  was  a candidate  tor  presidency, 
written  and  published  his  political  sentiment5, 
time  and  again,  in  almost  every  possible  form.  It 
w’as  true,  he  said,  he  had  declined  giving  any  actual 
“pledges”  as  to  his  conduct  in  certain  events,  should 
he  be  elected  to  the  high  and  responsible  office  of 
chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States.  His  active 
life  had  been  a long  one;  and  he  believed  that  a 
much  better  guarantee  for  the  correct  conduct  of  a 
chief  magistrate,  could  be  found  in  liis  known  cha- 
racter, and  the  course  of  his  former  career,  than  in 
any  pledges  he  might  give  during  the  heat  of  an 
active  canvass,  and  the  pendenc}'  of  a doubtful 
contest.  He  had  never  denied  or  doubted  the  right 
of  the  people  to  be  informed  of  the  leading  politi- 
cal opinions  of  candidates  for  offices  of  trust;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  was  clearly  and  entirely  of  opinion, 
that  their  sentiments  should  be  freely  expressed 
and  well  understood.  He  had  always  so  expressed 
his. 

General  Harrison  spoke  for  about  an  hour,  in  his 
most  interesting  manner,  vindicating  himself  from 
the  asperations  ot  his  enemies,  and  establishing 
what  he  said,  as  he  went  along,  by  evidence  which 
senator  Allen  and  his  like  would  be  very  far  from 
attempting  to  controvert,  if  confronted  by  the  au- 
thorities adduced.  Toivards  the  close  of  his 
speech,  he  declared  himself  to  be  a warm  friend  to 
a -‘good  credit  system “for,”  said  he,  “without  cre- 
dit what  had  now  been  the  condition  of  this  beauti- 
ful Miami  valley,  green  and  smiling  in  the  richness 
and  exuberance  of  nature,  and  whose  thousands 
and  thousands  of  independent  population  surround 
us  at  this  moment.”  “Establish  to-morrow',”  he 
continued,  “ the  hard  money  system,  so  much  lauded 
of  late,  ns  opposed  to  a good  system  of  credits,  and 
ten  years  from  this  lime,  every  man  now  rich  will  be 
richer,  and  every  man  now  poor  will  be  poorer 


General  Harrison,  we  are  told  by  those  who 
were  on  the  eminence  at  the  east,  was  hpard  dis- 
tinctly throughout  Ins  speech,  at  the  distance  of 
four  hundred  feet  from  the  stand.  He  w as  frequent- 
ly interrupted  by  loud  and  long  plaudits,  and  touch- 
ed, by  his  frankness  and  simplicity,  a chord  in 
thousands  of  bosoms,  that  will  thrill  lor  life  with 
the  recollection  of  the  day  and  the  occasion. 

Cols.  Christie  and  Chambers.  The  former  of 
New  Orleans,  the  latter  one  of  the  well  known  and 
gallant  volunteer  aids  of  general  Harrison  in  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  spoke  after  the  general,  in 
the  order  in  which  we  have  named  them.  Col. 
Christie  was  a private  at  Fort  Meigs,  and  testified 
to  the  bravery,  firmness  and  military  ability  exhi- 
bited by  his  old  commander  during  the  celebrated 
seige  of  that  post,  in  a manner  w'hich  must  have 
put  to  shame  hosts  of  those  who  have  been  induced 
by  their  profligate  political  leaders  to  raise  the  cry 
against  general  Harrison  of  “cowardice”  and  “in- 
competency,” had  they  been  present  to  hear. 

Col.  Chamber’s  speech  was  full  of  important 
matter,  and  enlivened  by  frequent  sallies  of  real 
humor.  He  gave  a narrative  of  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  which  he  should  be  induced  to  write  out 
for  publication.  Handling  col.  Johnson  as  one  for 
whom  recent  circumstances  had  given  him  a feel- 
ing allied  to  contempt,  yet  as  one  of  whom,  on  ac- 
count of  his  past  services,  he  would  wish  to  speak 
nothing  harsh,  he  took  hold  of  the  great  “petticoat 
hero,”  senator  Allen,  and  held  him  up  before  the 
searching  fire  of  his  sarcasm  and  rebuke,  turning 
him  first  this  way  and  then  that,  basting  him  now 
here  and  now  there,  as  the  blisters  were  seen  to 
rise  upon  his  epidermis,  very  much  as  a log-cabin 
house-w'ife  manages  a roasting  goose,  till  every  one 
present  must  have  had  a feeling  of  pity  for  ths 
Ajax  of  locofocracy  in  Ohio. 

The  number  of  persons  present  w'as,  during  the 
whole  of  the  morning,  variously  estimated  at  from 
seventy-five  to  ninety  thousand.  Conjecture,  how- 
ever, was  put  to  rest  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  speak- 
ers’ stand.  Here,  while  the  crowd  was  compact, 
as  we  have  elsewhere  described  it,  and  during  the 
speech  of  gen.  Harrison,  the  ground  upon  which  it 
stood  was  measured  by  three  different  civil  engi- 
neers, and  allowing  to  the  square  yard  four  persons, 
the  following  results  were  arrived  at:  the  first  made 
it  77,600,  the  second  75,000,  and  the  third  80,000. 
During  the  time  of  making  three  measurements,  the 
number  of  square  yards  of  surface  covered  was  con- 
tinually changing,  by  pressure  without  and  resis- 
tance from  within.  This  fact  accounts  satisfacto- 
rily for  the  slight  difference  in  the  results  attained, 
and  shows  that  that  difference  strengthens  instead 
of  weakening  the  probable  correctness  of  the  cal- 
culations. No  one  present  would  have  pretended 
that  there  were  less  than  twenty  thousand  within 
the  limits  of  the  admeasurement  in  the  city,  saun- 
tering about  the  environs,  scattered  around  the 
booths  where  refreshments  were  vended,  and  lying 
in  large  groups  upon  the  plain,  discussing  affairs  of 
state,  and  making  speeches  for  themselves.  This 
will  swell  the  number  congregated  at  the  Miami 
valley  convention,  including  the  citizens  of  Dayton, 
(whose  population  is  between  five  and  six  thou- 
sand), w hich  we  do,  to  about  one  hundred  thousand. 
This  is  what  in  round  numbers  we  have  placed  in 
the  heading  of  our  article;  and  this  is  what,  by 
those  who  have  been  much  more  in  the  habit  of  es- 
timating crowds  than  we,  it  was  estimated  at.  For 
our  own  parts,  we  could  make  no  estimate;  we 
should  not  have  known  how  to  go  about  the  first 
steps  necessary  to  the  formation  of  any  opinion, 
which  we  would  like  to  hazard  upon  the  subject. 
Happily,  actual  survey  and  calculation  relieve  us 
of  the  necessity  of  any  thing  of  this  kind;  and  there- 
fore, the  convention  of  100,000  will  send  its  voice 
abroad,  startling  ambition  while  at  its  charts,  and 
striking  with  terror  in  their  very  palace  halls  the 
usurpers  of  the  powers  and  down-treaders  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  American  people. 

Something  more  about  the  grand  convention  of  one 
hundred  thousand.  People  in  the  Allantic  states, 
who  know  as  little  about  the  high  and  beating  heart 
of  the  Mississippi  valley,  as  we  Buckeyes,  Corn- 
crackers  and  Hooshiers,  do  about  Nova  Zembla, 
wonder  how  it  is  that  in  times  like  these  we  can 
get  up  the  grand  gatheringsof  which  our  noble  land 
is  full,  and  also  attend  to  the  transaction  of  our 
every  day  business,  and  take  care  of  our  families. 
A very  brief  statement  of  the  truth,  will  put  their 
wonderment  to  rest,  better  than  any  tiling  else.  In 
a word,  then,  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  w iseacre  as- 
sistants, have  so  managed  currency  matters,  that 
we  have  very  little  to  do  business  with.  We  can, 
therefore,  be  away  from  home,  a portion  of  the 
time,  as  well  as  at  home.  And  with  respect  to  our 
families,  when  we  leave  upon  a rally,  we  take  them 
with  us!  Our  wives  and  daughters,  we  are  proud 
to  say,  have  the  blood  of  their  revolutionary  mothers 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  26,  1840— STATES  OF  THE  UNION.  57 


and  grandaiotheis  coursing  through  their  veins. — 
There  is  no  man  among  us  whose  heart  is  more 
filled  and  animated  than  theirs,  by  the  spirit  ol  se- 
venty six.  Look  at  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  at 
Nashville,  who  invited  Hemy  Clay,  the  nation’s 
pride,  to  be  with  them  and  their  husbands  and 
brothers  on  the  15th  ol  August!  Look  at  the  lour 
hundred  at  St.  Louis,  the  nine  hundred  at  the  Tip- 
pecanoe battle  ground,  the  five  thousand  at  Dayton! 

What  now,  but  the  spirit  of  seventy-six,  does  all 
this  manifest?  Ay,  and  what  tale  does  it  all  tell? — 
Does  it  not  say,  that  the  w icked  charlatanry,  and 
mad  ambition,  and  selfish  schoolings,  of  the  leading 
members  of  this  administration  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. have  made  themselves  felt  in  the  very' 
sanctum  sanctorum  of  domestic  life.  Does  it  not 
speak  of  the  cheerless  hearth,  where  willing  hands 
sit  without  employment?  Does  it  not  speak  of  the 
half-recompensed  toil  of  the  worn  laborer,  who 
finds,  now  and  then,  a week’s  hard  work,  upon  the 
scant  proceeds  of  which  he  must  subsist  himself 
and  his  family  for  a month!  Does  it  not  speak  of 
empty  larders  in  the  town,  while  the  garneis  of  the 
country  are  ovei flowing?  Does  it  not  speak  ol 
want  here  and  abundance  there,  without  any  medi- 
um of  exchange  to  equalise  the  disparity?  Does  it 
not  speak  of  a general  disorganization  of  conven- 
tional operations — of  embarrassment,  stagnation, 
idleness,  and  despondency — whose  “malign  influ- 
ences” have  penetrated  the  inner  temples  of  man’s 
home,  and  aroused,  to  indignant  speech  and  unu- 
sual action,  her  w'ho  is  its  peace,  its  gentleness, 
its  love,  its  all  but  divinity? 

The  truth  is — and  it  should  be  told — the  women 
are  the  very  life  and  soul  of  these  movements  of  the 
people.  Look  at  their  liberal  preparations  at  Nash- 
ville. Look  at  their  boundless  hospitality  at  Day- 
ton.  Look  at  their  ardor  and  activity  every  where. 
And  last,  though  far  from  the  least  important,  look 
at  their  presence,  in  hundreds  and  by  thousands, 
wherever  there  is  any'  good  to  be  done,  to  animate 
and  encourage,  and  urge  on  their  fathers,  husbands 
and  brothers. 

Whence  those  six  hundred  and  forty-four  flags, 
whose  stars  and  stripes  wave  in  the  morning  breeze, 
from  nearly  every  house  top,  as  we  enter  the  beau- 
tiful little  city  of  Day  ton?  From  the  hand  of  wo- 
man. Whence  the  decorations  of  these  porticoes 
and  balconies,  that  gleam  in  the  rising  sun,  as  we 
ride  through  the  broad  and  crowded  streets?  From 
the  hand  of  woman.  Whence  this  handsome  and 
proudly  cherished  banner,  under  which  the  Ohio 
delegation  returned  from  Nashville,  and  which  now 
marks  the  head  quarters  ot  the  Cincinnati  delega 
tion  ol  one  thousand  to  Dayton?  From  the  hand  of 
woman.  Whence  yon  richly  wrought  and  surpass- 
ingly beautiful  standard,  about  which  cluster  the 
Tippecanoe  hosts,  and  whose  production  has  cost 
many  weeks  of  incessant  labor?  From  the  hand  of 
woman.  And  to  come  down  to  less  poetical  but 
more  substantial  things,  whence  all  the  wholesome 
viands  prepared  in  the  six  hundred  and  forty-four 
flag  houses  around  us,  for  our  refreshment,  and  all 
the  pallets  spiead  for  our  repose?  From  the  hand 
of  w oman.  Woman,  then,  has  done  her  work.  She 
now  gives  us  her  blessing,  and  with  a God  speed, 
raged  and  thus  urged  on,  that  we  shall  not,  after  the 
bids  us  do  ours.  Let  us  so  labor,  then,  thus  encou- 
30th  of  October  next,  have  to  go  home  and  tell  her 
we  have  been  beaten,  and  that  she  and  her  children 
must  still  suffer. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Mormons.  A keel  boat  arrived  in  this  city 
on  Sunday  last,  with  about  thirty  Mormons.  We 
understand  they  belong  to  a party  of  thirty-nine, 
who  left  the  vicinity  of  Preston,  England,  about 
two  months  since;  although  the  company  separated 
at  Pittsburg,  they  are  all  destined  for  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Mormons,  at  Nauvoo,  adjoining 
Commerce,  Illinois.  These  were  all  good  looking 
farmers  and  mechanics;  and  we  are  told  that  ano- 
ther party  is  on  the  way  from  England,  destined  to 
the  same  point. 

This  sect  is  rapidly  on  the  increase.  Their 
church  in  England  comprises  between  2,h0l)  and 
3,000  members,  mostly  in  Lancashire;  they  have 
also  regulaily  organized  societies  in  Liverpool, 
Edinburg,  Birmingham,  Manchester,  &c.  About 
100  Methodist  preachers  in  England  have  embrac- 
ed this  faith.  In  this  country,  there  are  about 
2,800  at  Nauvoo,  Illinois,  and  about  2,000  in  Lee 
county,  in  Iowa,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. They  have  churches  in  Quincy,  Spring- 
field,  Jacksonville,  and  various  other  parts  of  Illi- 
nois. There  is  a church  of  about  100  members  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  they  interul  to  establish  one  in 
this  city  shortly — eight  persons  were  baptized  bv 
them,  in  the  river,  in  front  of  this  city,  last  Sunday 
and  Monday.  With  the  exception  of  Missouri, 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  they  have  regu- 
larly  organized  churches  in  every  state  of  the 


union;  those  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York  com- 
prise each  about  300  members.  They  publish  a 
monthly  journal  in  Manchester,  England,  and 
another  at  Nauvoo,  Illinois.  The  inhuman  perse- 
cutions they  sintered  in  Missouri,  in  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1839,  were  a disgrace  to  the  state  and  to 
the  benevolent  spirit  of  the  age.  “To  their  own 
Master  they  stand  or  fall.” 

[ Cincinnati  Chronicle,  of  Jlug.  26. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Saugamo  Journal  for  the 
following  statement: 

We  give  below  the  popular  vote  of  this  st3te,  and 
although  it  differs  widely  from  the  estimated  re- 
gister, we  believe  it  to  be  a fair  exhibition  of  the 
strength  of  parties  in  Illinois. 

We  have  taken  the  vote  for  governor  in  1838  in 
ten  counties  which  we  think  cannot  be  objected  to 
by  our  opponents,  as  no  contest  was  made  in  them 
on  party  grounds.  The  aggregate  vote  of  the  state 
amounts  to  82,046,  without  allowing  any  thing  for 
the  increase  of  the  votes  in  the  ten  counties  since 
1838,  and  the  entire  vote  of  Marshall.  We  are  sa- 
tisfied that  not  less  than  87,000  votes  were  polled 
in  the  state;  making  a gain  of  27,000  on  the  vote  of 
1838. 


Is?  congressional  district.  I 3rd,  district. 


Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Alexander 

232 

310 

Aila  ms 

1,447 

1.546 

Bond 

467 

4S3  Bureau 

407 

235 

Clinton 

359 

386  Cook 

1,032 

1,324 

*G  illatin 

585 

705  Calhoun 

261 

27 

‘Hamilton 

78 

307  Cass 

313 

293 

*Jackson 

176 

210  De  Kalb 

370 

200 

*Johnson 

87 

135  Greene 

701 

1,104 

Madison 

1,500 

1 ,2 1 4 Hancock 

1 ,042 

669 

Monroe 

358 

560 

* Henrv 

88 

30 

Macoupin 

663 

785  Jo  Daviess 

1,005 

697 

*Pope 

514 

87 

Kane 

615 

640 

‘Perry 

142 

190 

Knox 

643 

537 

Randolph 

661 

752 

La  Salle 

1,104 

1,624 

St.  Clair 

922 

1,750 

Livingston 

50 

50 

Union 

36 

623  Morgan 

1,482 

1,361 

Washington  274 

376 

Macon 

257 

304 

Williamson 

99 

453 

Mercer 

311 

161 

— 

— 

McLean 

665 

575 

7,153 

9,326 

McDonough  497 

466 

2nd  district. 

McHenry 

243 

248 

Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B 

[Ogle 

420 

244 

‘Crawford 

227 

167 

Pike 

1,016 

1,092 

Clark 

418 

409 

Peoria 

724 

717 

Clay 

241 

312 

Putnam 

245 

154 

Coles 

967 

744 

Rock  Island  392 

217 

Champaigne  100 

161 

Sangamon 

1,859 

1,266 

Edgar 

727 

767 

Schuyler 

650 

634 

Edwards 

230 

16t 

Stephenson 

350 

234 

Effingham 

65 

215 

Tazewell 

1,035 

640 

‘Franklin 

94 

692 

Wat  t en 

698 

549 

Fayette 

458 

712 

Winnebago 

637 

285 

Iloquois 

133 

175 

Will 

666 

1,235 

Jefferson 

282 

455 

Boone 

211 

210 

Jasper 

90 

165 

Brown 

299 

432 

Lawrence 

595 

553 

Carroll 

168 

70 

Montgomery  277 

489 

Christian 

111 

203 

‘Marion 

112 

273 

De  Witt 

230 

270 

Vermillion 

992 

70S 

Ou  Page 

364 

379 

Wabash 

444 

28 -r' 

Jersey 

531 

356 

White 

749 

599 

Lake 

230 

297 

Wayne 

200 

319 

Lee 

256 

212 

Shelby 

351 

682 

Logan 

241 

131 

— 

— 

Marshall 

maj.  1 1 

7,752 

9,047 

Menard 

397 

376 

Scott 

533 

622 

Stark 

139 

163 

Whiteside 

313 

222 

25.293 

23,470 

Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

1st  district, 

7,153 

9.326 

2d 

“ 

7 752 

9.047 

3d 

<( 

25,293 

23,470 

40,203 

41.843 

40,203 

Van  Buren’s  majority, 

1,640 

Election. 

The  administration  papers  give  a state- 

ment  of  the  result  of  the  late  election  which  differs 
materially  from  the  one  we  inserted  from  a whig 
journal. 

The  Chicago  Morning  Democrat  gives  the  result, 


by  districts,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Casey’s  district.  Van  Buren  maj.  1,965 
Mr.  Reynold’s  do.  do.  5,097 


Total  Van  Buren  majority  7,077 

Mr.  Stuart’s  district,  whig  majority  239 


Van  Buren  majority  in  the  slate  6,823 


*In  those  counties  marked  with  a star,  we  give  the 
vote  of  1833,  between  Carlin  and  Edwards. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Senators. — Old  members. 

Clinton — W.  Gaston. 

Coles,  &c. — Byrd  Monroe.* 

Edgar — N.  W.  rstinally. 

Gallatin — W.  J Gatewood. 

Greene,  Ike. — F.  Witt. 

Hamilton — Noah  Johnson. 

Hancock.  &c. — S.  H Little* 

Joe  Daviess.  &c. — G.  L.  Harrison* 

La  Salle,  &c. — Win.  Stadden. 

Morgan — Win  L Sargent.* 

Madison — George  Churchill.* 

Montgomery — Wm.  Hunter. 

Pike — W.  Ross.* 

Peoria,  Stc. — J.  Hamlin. * 

Pope— W.  J.  Gibbs. 

Sangamon — A.  G.  Herndon. 

Schuyler — W.  A.  Ricliaidsot). 

Union — J.  S.  Hacker. 

Vermillion — Win.  Fithian.* 

Washington,  &.c. — J.  D.  Wood. 

New  members. 

Adams — James  H.  Ralston. 

Cook,  &c.— John  Pearson. 

Fayette,  Clay,  Sec. — Aiken  Evans.  : 

Franklin — Braxton  Paiish. 

Fulton— D Markley. 

Gteetie  and  Jersey —John  Allen. 

Lawrence,  Jasper,  tkc. — J.  Houston. 

Morgan  & Scott — T M.  Kilpatrick.* 

Morgan — John  Henry.* 

Macon,  De  Witt,  See. — J.  Moore. 

Macoupin — John  Harris. 

Randolph — Jacob  Featrian. 

Sangamon  &c E.  D Baker.* 

St.  Clair,  Madison  and  Monioe — Jas.  A.  James. 
St.Clair — Adam  W.  Snyder. 

Shelby — Peter  Warren. 

Tazewell — Richard  N.  Cnllutn.* 

Warren,  &c. — Wyatt  B.  Stapp.* 

Wayne,  Edwards,  &c. — R.  B.  Sloctimb. 

White — Wm.  H.  Davidson.* 

Jicpi  esentatives. 

Adams — A.  G.  Humphrey,  Wm.  Laughlin. 
Alexander — Wilson  Abel. 

Champaigne — M.  Bossy. 

Crawlord  and  Jasper— William  Wilson. 

Coles — Thomas  Threlkeld,*  James  T.  Cunning, 
ham.*  “ 

Cook— Richard  Murphy,  Albert  G.  Leary,  Ebe- 
nezer  Peck. 

Clark — W.  B.  Archer.* 

Clay — Peter  Green. 

Clinton — John  Scott. 

Cass— A.  S West.* 

Bond — Richard  Bentley. 

Biow  n — Harvey  Luster. 

Edwards — Allen  Eutmerson.* 

Edgar—  Leanrier  Munsell,*  J.  M.  Kelley. 
Fayette,  &c— Wm.L.D  Ewing,  W J.  Hankins. 
Fulton — Lewis  W.  Ross,  Oliver  Shepley. 
Gallatin— J.  A.  McClernand,  D.  Wood,  D.  J. 
Blackman. 

Greene  and  Jersey— D.  W.  Woodson,*  R.  N. 
English,  A.  W.  Cavarly. 

Green,  Jersey  and  Calhoun — J.  McDonald. 
Hancock — John  F.  Charles.* 

Hamilton — Milton  Carpenter. 

Iroquois — Isaac  Couitw  right. 

Jetieison — Stephen  G.  Hicks. 

Jackson— John  Logan. 

Johnson — Joseph  Oliver. 

Joe  Daviess,  & c Hiram  W.  Thornton,*  Thomas 
W.  Drummond.* 

Knox,  Warren,  &c. — John  Denny.* 

Lawrence— Jas.  McLean,*  Sami.  Dunlap.* 

La  Sal  la — A.  R.  Dodge. 

Lugan  and  Chrislain — Martin  White. 

Macon  and  De  Witt— Robert  Barnett. 

Menard — J.  Bennett.* 

Marion — Jatne-  Marshall. 

McLean — A.  Gridley,*  Isaac  Funk.* 

Madison— Cyrus  Edwards,*  Joseph  Gillespie  * 
James  Reynolds.*  1 

Morgan  John  J.  Hardin,*  James  Parkinson,* 
Jeremiah  Cox,*  Daniel  Troy.* 

McDonough — W.  W.  Bailey.* 

Monioe — W.  H.  Bi-sell. 

Mor.tgonien — W.  Kilchell. 

Macoupin — F.  A Olds. 

Putnam,  Etc. — Wm.  H.  Henderson.* 

Pike — Alpheus  Wheeler,  Solomon  Parsons. 
Peoria — W.  J.  Phelps.* 

Perry — Richard  G Murphey. 

Pope — George  T.  Waters.* 

Randolph — James  McClurken,  John  P.  McGin- 
nis. 

St.  Clair— Daniel  T.  Moore,  L,yinun  Trumbull, 
Daniel  Baidu  in. 

Scott — J.  W.  Ormsbee. 
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SiielUy — O.  Prentiss. 

Sctmyl-r — W.  A.  Minshall.* 

Sangamon — Ab  Lincoln,*  J.  W.  Bradford,*  Jas. 
N.  B own,*  John  Darneille,*  Josiali  Francis.* 
Tazewell — Pierrs  Menard,*  A.  Hull.* 

Union — John  Dougherty. 

Vermillion — J.  J.  Brown,*  B.  Canaday,*  Isaac 
Forman.* 

Washington — John  Crain. 

Wabash—  J.  H.  Beall  * 

Warren,  See. — John  Dennv.* 

White— Edwin  Webb,*  A'iex.  Philips. 

*Those  with  this  mark  * are  whigs — the  others  are 
Van  Buren. 

MISSOURI. 

The  trial  of  W.  P. Dames  for  man-slaughter,  was 
to  take  place  before  the  city  court  at  St.  Louis  on 
Monday  the  14th  instant. 

MICHIGAN. 

Candidates  for  congress.  Joseph  M.  Howard  is 
nomination  by  the  whigs,  and  Alpheus  Felch  by 
the  iriends  of  Van  Buren. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Inventions  and  improvements.  A corres- 
pondent of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  writing  from 
Liverpool  under  date  of  7th  August,  says— 

The  principal  things  which  struck  me  in  Eng- 
land. in  the  way  of  improvement  since  my  Iasi 
visit,  were  the  rail  roads,  the  galvanic  telegraph, 
the  bade  light,  (truly  a new  one),  and  the  glass  and 
silk  manufacture  for  curtains  and  drapery,  of  the 
first. 

The  rail  roads.  They  may  be  said.  I think  to 
approach  perfection  as  nearly  as  possible.  They 
are  built  for  ages,  remarkable  for  their  massiveness 
and  magnificence  architecturally,  and  lor  the  taste, 
coinlort  and  solidity  of  I lie  cars  and  locomotives.  I 
travelled  on  all  that  are  yet  opened.  The  Liverpool 
and  Birmingham,  the  B.rmingham  and  London,  the 
London  and  Southampton,  and  as  iaras  finished,  the 
Great  Western,  which  is  much  superior  ill  every 
point  of  view  to  any  yet  constructed.  I travelled  at 
the  rate  of  40  miles  ail  hour  upon  it,  breakfasting  in 
Reading,  Berks,  at  half  past  eight,  and  walking  the 
streets  of  London  before  ten!  It  was  not  without  iu- 
terst  to  me,  that  on  a branch  road  from  Bimiinef 
ham  to  Cheltenham,  just  opened,  I was  whirled 
along  by  a locomotive  made  by  Norris  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  galvanic  telegraph  is  in  use  on  the  London 
and  Blackvvall  railway  — the  cars  on  which  are  work- 
ed wilh  a rope — and  when  full,  a galvanic  wire  is 
touched,  and  successfully  rapid  as  two  ticks  on  a 
walch,  is  the  signal  and  the  motion  of  the  cars.  The 
distance  is  four  miles,  and  were  it  4,000,  1 am  as- 
sured the  signal  would  be  as  instantaneous  and 
faithful.  They  are  laying  one  down  to  Windsor 
for  state  purposes;  audit  is  expected  they  will  be 
in  use  all  over  England. — Do  we  not  live  in  an  age 
of  necromancy,  and  are  not  the  men  of  science 
the  only  pure  and  lawful  aiistocracy  of  human  na- 
ture? 

The  bade  light  is  a beautiful  thing  in  its  way. 
It  produces  an  atmosphere  of  light,  concealing  the 
means  by  which  it  is  done.  Passing  by  the  horsp 
guards  I exclaimed — “how  brightly  the  moon  shines! 
You  can  read  the  clock  by  it.” — “Oh!” — replied 
my'  friend,  as  cool  as  moonshine — “that’s  the  bude 
light.” — I begged  an  explanation,  and  apparently 
astonished  at  my  innocence,  he  gave  it.  Lime  and 
gass  are  brought  into  some  peculiar  contact,  and  the 
etfect  as  it  struck  me,  was  that  of  intensely  bright 
moon  light.  The  houses  o(  lords  an  1 com  nous  are 
lit  in  this  manner;  and  it  is  to  be  introduced  into  the 
theatres.  It  is  very  beautiful — and  do  not  think  me 
“moonstruck,”  when  I tell  you,  that  the  chilliness 
and  repose  of  moonshine,  reminded  me  sensibly 
while  regarding  it,  that  Juliet’s  apostrophe,  “Come 
thou  day  in  night,”  is  now  realized.  Alas!  for  tile 
imaginative  race,  if  matter  of  fact  people  upset  every 
thing  in  this  manner. 

The  new  manufacture  for  curtains  anil  other  dra- 
peries, is  a very  gorgeous  affair.  The  rich  damask 
pattern  is  woven  in  glass  and  silk — producing  a daz- 
zling effect — beyond  silver  or  gold  in  richness  of  dis- 
P>ay- 

A capital  invention  is  used  for  the  foundation  of 
houses,  an  invention  too,  the  more  valuable  on  ac- 
count of  its  simplicity.  The  clay  that  is  dug  out  of 
the  foundations  is  mixed  with  a preparation  of  lime 
on  the  very  ground  of  the-building;  and  thus  harden- 
ed or  “calcined”  into  a strong  substance,  makes  the 
best  and  certainly  the  cheapest  material  for  founda- 
tions. yet  discovered.  It  is  now  universally  used  in 
England. 

National  institute  for  the  promotion  of 
science.  Aii  institution  with  tins  title  has  been 
recently  organized  at  Washington,  embracing  in  its 
plan  of  wide  range,  and  promising  much  utility. 


The  departments  of  the  institution  at  present  include 
the  following  divisions — 1.  chemistry;  2.  geology 
and  mineralogy;  3.  geography,  astronomy  and  na- 
tural philosophy;  4.  natural  history;  5.  the  applica- 
tion of  science  to  the  useful  arts;  6.  American  his- 
tory and  antiquities;  7.  agriculture;  8.  literature  and 
the  fine  arts. 

The  officers  of  the  institulion  are — 

Directors:  Hon.  J.  R Poinsett,  secretary  of  war, 
and  hon.  J.  K.  Paulding,  secretaiy  of  the  navy. 
Councillors;  Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 
colonel  J.  G.  Totten,  A.  Me  Williams,  M.  D.  and 
A.  O.  Dayton.  Treasurer,  William  J.  Stone.  Cor. 
secretary,  F.  Markoe,  jr.  Rec.  secretary,  P.  Thomp- 
son. 

There  are  eighty-five  resident  members,  three 
honorary  and  ninety-ene  corresponding  members. 
All  governors  of  states  and  diplomatic,  consular  and 
commeicial  agents  of  the  United  States,  who  are  not 
otherwise  connected  with  the  institution,  are  to  be 
considered,  ex  officio,  as  corresponding  members,  and 
contributions  and  communications  are  requested  from 
them. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  notices  the  estab- 
lishment ot  the  association  and  says: 

There  seems  to  be  a peculiar  appropriateness  in 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  (although  this  institu- 
tion is  not  confined  to  them ) lending  to  such  a cause 
the  aid  which  their  stations  enable  them  to  do.  Call- 
ed, in  thediscarge  of  duty,  to  almost  every  section 
of  the  habitable  globe,  they  have  opportunities  to 
collect  numerous  specimens  in  natural  history;  to 
make  observalions  upon  the  climate,  soil,  resources 
and  productions  of  countries  visited;  upon  the  ha- 
bits, manners,  language  and  pursuits  of  the  popu- 
laiion:  upon  the  celestial  and  terrestial  phenomena 
that  almost  daily  and  nightly  occui;  and  in  a thou- 
sand ways  to  promote  the  gratification  of  their  fellow 
citizens  at  home.  That  they  will  not  permit  those 
opportunities  to  pass  unimproved,  may  be  assumed 
by  all  who  are  familiar  with  their  intelligence,  pa- 
triotism and  spirit. 

Soldiers  of  the  revolution  at  Bunker 
Hill.  Among  the  most  impressive  incidents  in  the 
convention  of  the  10th  instant,  at  Bunker  Hill,  was 
the  number  and  unanimity  ot  feeling  of  the  surviving 
revolutionary  soldiers. 

We  find  on  that  head  this  communication  in  the 
Boston  Allas: 

Old  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  Major  Haughfon— 
If  you  think  the  following  item  is  worth  insertion, 
you  may  rely  on  its  accuracy  as  coming  from  an  eye 
witness. 

In  ready  obedience  to  the  notification  of  the 
whig  committee  of  arrangements  about  sixty  of 
the  venerable  survivors  of  the  war  of  independence, 
under  Washington,  and  of  the  war  for  its  defence, 
under  Harrison,  assembled  in  the  representatives’ 
hall  of  tlie  state  house,  punctually  at  9 o’clock. 

When  the  marshal  of  the  grand  procession  an- 
nounced that  carriages  were  in  readiness  to  convey 
the  old  soldiers  to  the  Bunker  Hill  battle  field,  the 
following  order  of  movement  was  proposed  and  adopt- 
ed by  them. 

Those  soldiers  who  had  been  personally  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  the  17th  June,  1775,  were  invited  to 
move  foremost;  when  twelve  advanced  and  occupied 
the  first  three  carriages  or  barouches. 

The  order  was  then  given  to  other  old  soldiers 
over  ninety  years  ot  age,  when  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  stepped  forward  and  occupied  carriages,  six 
in  each. 

The  same  order  was  passed  to  those  over  eighty- 
five  years,  when  twelve  advanced,  and  occupied 
other  carriages,  six  in  each. 

The  last  order  was  that  those  tinder  eighty-five 
years  should  occupy  other  carriages;  when  the  re- 
mainder, to  the  number  of  fifty  and  over,  all  but 
one  or  two  Octogenarians,  were  at  their  posts,  with 
the  promptitude  of  whig  minute  men,  and  requiring 
but  litle  assistance. 

The  impression  which  this  almost  relic  of  the 
old  armies  made  on  the  multitudes  which  witnessed 
and  cheered  the  procession  in  its  movement,  can 
much  better  be  embellished  by  your  pen,  than  by  any 
thing  which  can  be  said  by 

One  of  the  number. 

On  Friday,  these  pecious  “relics  of  the  old 
armies”  were  seated  oft  the  platform  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  and  in  the  presence  ol  thousands  were  address- 
ed by  Mr.  VVebster,  in  one  of  his  happiest  etlorts, 
anil  with  manifest  effect  both  upon  them  and  the 
audience  at  large.  He  styled  them  “fathers,”  and 
he  rejoiced  that  they  had  survived  to  witness  on  that 
day  that  the  fire  of  the  revolution  yet  burnt  bright  in 
the  bosom  of  those  whose  fathers  had  shed  their 
blood  to  accomplish  it.  He  rejoiced,  too,  that  so 
many  surviving  whigs  of  the  revolution,  those  who 
had  done  battle  for  the  country  and  their  principles. 


in  its  darkest  hour,  were  assembled  on  this  occasion 
to  bear  witness  to  the  identity  between  the  whig 
principles  of  1776  and  1840,  and  he  augured  there- 
irotn,  the  same  triumph  to  those  principles  now,  that 
then  they  achieved. 

Among  many  things  to  be  remembered  at  this 
celebration,  as  we  have  before  said,  this  address  to 
the  fathers,  and  their  assent  to  ils  statements  and 
doctrines,  were  not  among  those  that  will  make  the 
least  enduring  impression. 

DR.  franklin’s  LETTER  OF  INTRODUCTION. 

Paris,  April  — , 1777. 

Sir:  The  bearer  going  to  the  U.  States,  presses 
me  to  give  him  a letter  of  recommendation,  al- 
though I know  nothing  of  him,  not  even  his  name. 
This  may  seem  extraordinary,  but  1 assure  you  that 
it  is  not  uncommon  here.  Sometimes,  indeed,  one 
person  unknown,  brings  another  equally  so  to  re- 
commend him;  and  sometimes  they  recommend  one 
another.  As  for  this  gentleman,  I must  refer  you 
to  himself  for  his  character  and  moials,  with  which 
he  is  certainly  better  acquainted  than  ] possibly 
can  be.  I recommend  him,  however,  to  those  ci- 
vilities, which  every  stranger  of  whom  we  know 
no  harm,  has  a right  to;  and  I request  you  will  do 
him  all  the  good  offices,  and  show  him  all  the  favor 
that  on  further  acquaintance  you  shall  find  him  de- 
serve. I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

We  commend  this  letter  to  special  attention,  for 
in  our  day  and  generation,  applicants  lor  introduc- 
tions and  recommendations,  are  not  more  modest 
than  in  the  time  of  Dr.  Franklin;  while  those  whom 
they  beset,  are,  lor  the  most  part,  far  less  frank  and 
honest  in  their  introduction. 

The  Amistad  Africans.  At  the  circuit  court 
held  at  Harttord  on  the  17th  inst.  (the  case  of  the 
Amistad  Africans  having  been  continued  Iron)  the 
last  term  of  the  court,  to  enable  the  counsel  to 
agree  on  a statement  of  the  taels  preparatory  to  the 
appeal  to  the  supreme  court), a motion  was  made 
by  R.  S.  Baldwin,  esq.  to  dismiss  the  appeal  from 
the  district  court,  on  the  ground  that  it  appeared 
from  the  record  of  the  district  court  that  the  allega- 
tions in  the  libels  ot  Ruiz  and  Montez  that  the 
Alricans  were  their  property,  were  lound  not  to  be 
true;  and  that  no  appeal  having  been  taken  by 
them  from  the  decree  of  that  court,  the  question  of 
property  was  conclusively  settled:  that  the  United 
States  had  no  interest  to  authorise  an  appeal  in 
their  name,  and  that  it  appeared  from  the  published 
correspondence  between  the  Spanish  minister  and 
the  secretary  of  state,  that  the  Aliicans  were  not 
demanded  by  the  minister  “as  slaves,  but  as  Afri- 
cans,” for  trial  and  punishment  in  Cuba. 

Judge  Thompson,  however,  considered  the  ap- 
peal as  taken  from  his^ro  forma  decree  at  the  last 
term  of  the  court,  though  not  entered  on  the  record, 
and  that  consequently  the  motion  could  not  be  en- 
tertained in  the  circuit  court.  He  remarked  that 
no  prejudice  to  the  Africans  could  be  occasioned  by 
the  relusal  to  entertain  the  motion  here,  as  it  could 
be  made  in  the  supreme  court. 

It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Baldwin  that  in  the  case  of 
Holmes,  a majority  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  in  the  absence 
ot  a treaty  stipulation,  no  power  exists  in  the  exe- 
cutive or  any  department  of  the  government  to  sur- 
render fugitive  criminals  to  a foreign  government 
for  trial.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Whiskey.  The  following  article  we  find  mark- 
ed in  the  Western  Temperance  Journal,  published 
at  Cincinnati.  We  have  no  means  of  testing  the 
correctness  of  the  statement,  but  on  the  whole 
think  it  likely  it  may  be  correct,  and  yet  we  don’t 
know  where  the  money  comes  from  to  pay  for  all 
the  w hiskey  set  down  as  coming  to  Arkansas.  We 
are  a wonderful  people  lor  drinking,  to  be  sure,  we 
Indians  and  Arkansians,  and  we  hope  the  Indians 
drink  the  ihost  ot  it,  as  it  w ill  save  gunpowder. 
We  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  our  citizens 
generally,  red  and  white,  (as  it  seems  Aikansas  has 
to  father  all  who  drink  whiskey,  from  Ihe  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Rocky  Mountains),  as  an  item  of  ex- 
pense whicli  might  be  dispensed  with  during  the 
hard  times  which  are  grinding  us  all  lo  the  dust. 
Only  think — $1,520,000  for  whiskey  in  1889,  and 
nearly  double  that  ill  1840.  [ Arkansas  Gaz. 

Facts  for  the  consideration  of  the  southern  stales. 
It  has  been  a matter  of  surprise  'o  many  for  some 
time  past,  to  see  the  immense  amount  of  domestic 
liquors  annually  manufactured  and  shipped  from 
the  northern  slales;  and  equally  as  great  an  inte- 
rest and  cuiiosity  to  ascertain  where  it  is  consumed. 
On  a lull  investigation  ol  the  matter,  it  is  lound 
that  there  is  annually  manufactured  and  shipped 
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from  the  states  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  the 
western  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  about  thirteen 
million  seven  hundred  and  twenty  five  thousand 
gallons  of  domestic  spirits  of  various  kinds,  at  an 
average  cost  to  the  consumer  of  forty  cents  per 
gallon,  amounting  to  five  million  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars;  and  of  this  part  at  Cincin- 
nati alone,  has  furnished  ten  million  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  gallons,  this  being  the  prin- 
cipal point  for  rectifying  and  shipping.  Three  mil- 
lion eight  hundred  thousand  gallons  of  this  amount 
is  annually  shipped  to  the  state  of  Arkansas, 
amounting  to  one  million  five  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand,  and  hundreds  of  persons  are  constantly 
employed  in  what  is  familiarly  called  in  that  coun- 
try running  the  mail,  or  smuggling  it  into  the  In- 
dian country,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  tribes.  T wo  million  three  hundred  and 
twenty-six  thousand  gallons  to  Mississippi,  amount- 
ing to  nine  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars.  Tennessee  one  million  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand,  amounting  to  five  hundred 
and  forty  six  thousand  dollars.  Louisiana  five  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  and  eighty  thousand,  amounting 
to  two  million  three  hundred  and  twelve  thousand 
dollars;  the  balance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  four 
thousand  gallons,  destination  not  ascertained.  There 
is,  therefore,  a direct  loss  to  four  or  five  of  the 
southern  states  of  about  ten  millions  and  a half  of 
dollars  annually,  for  intoxicating  liquors,  furnished 
them  by  the  same  number  of  the  northern  states. 
Yon  have  the  remedy  in  your  own  hands;  Tennes- 
see has  set  a noble  example.  E. 

The  above  estimate  was  made  from  shipments 
for  the  year  1839,  since  which,  not  more  than  one- 
fourth  has  been  shipped  to  Tennessee,  and  conside- 
rably less  to  Mississippi.  But  Arkansas  nearly 
doubled.  [ Western  Temperance.  JownaL. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A world’s  wonder.  The  state  of  things  de- 
scribed in  ttie  following  impressive  paragraph,  which 
we  copy  from  the  Philadelphia  Sentinel,  is  as  true 
as  it  is  wonderful,  and  as  gratifying  as  it  is  true. — 
No  other  age  or  country  has  ever  produced,  or  can 
now  produce,  the  like  of  it. 

“It  must  certainly  be  regarded  as  a most  gratify- 
ing sign,  that  with  all  the  excitement  which  now 
pervades  the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other,  on 
the  presidential  question,  there  is  little  to  offend  or 
alarm  the  lovers  of  good  order,  or  threaten  the  secu- 
rity of  republicanism.  Millions  of  people  are  in 
unrestrained  motion,  and  even  ferment.  Frequent 
conventions  of  zealous  partizans,  attended  by  ten, 
twenty  or  forty  thousand,  and  listening  for  hours, 
and  sometimes  days,  to  the  most  impassioned,  ear- 
nest and  eloquent  orators,  are  held  in  all  parts  of 
the  land,  and  nearly  with  a3  much  order  and  quiet- 
ness as  a Sabbath  gathering  lor  religious  purposes. 
No  other  country  in  the  world  could  do  it.  The 
most  stable  nations  of  Europe  would  reel  like  a 
drunkard — would  be  convulsed  with  revolution  and 
drenched  with  blood,  in  such  an  experiment  upon 
tht  populace.  Think  of  such  conventions  in  Paris 
or  London,  with  all  their  note  of  preparation,  with 
all  their  pageantry,  and  all  their  freedom  and  elo- 
quence of  speech,  and  you  think  of  a revolution. — 
To  the  enemies  of  republican  lorms,  the  political 
agitations  of  this  country  may  appear  precursive  ot 
it3  end.  To  us,  it  is  the  most  assuring  token  of  per- 
manence and  power,  that  a great  people  assembling 
as  is  the  wont  of  ours,  like  waves  or  storm  clouds, 
are  yet  so  far  the  intelligent,  and  retire  from  the' 
most  excited  gatherings  in  peace  and  good  temper.” 

LETTER  OF  MR.  VAN  BURES  ON  WAGES. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  20,  1840. 

To  the  bon.  M.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the 
United  States: 

Dear  sir:  The  undersigned,  a portion  of  your 
fellow  citizens,  request  your  answers  to  the  follow- 
ing queries — 

Are  you  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff? 

Did  you  vote  for,  or  support  a property  qualifica- 
tion for  voters  in  the  convention  of  New  York? 

Are  you  in  favor  of  reducing  the  standard  of 
wages? 

Whether  von  are  in  favor  of  the  secretary  of  war’s 
pi  in  for  organizing  the  militia? 

These  questions  are  not  made  for  the  purpose  of 
unfriendly  criticism,  but  only  from  a sincere  wish  to 
have  your  own  views  op  these  subjects.  Your  fel- 
low citizens,  ISAAC  LIPPINCOTT, 

WM.  R.  POTTS, 

G.  HAINES. 

N.  B.  EVANS, 

A.  S.  FERMAN, 

JOSEPH  FRaYER. 

Direct  to  Isaac  Lippincott,  No.  210  Callowhill 
street. 


Washington,  Sept.  14,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  propound- 
ing to  me  several  questions  upon  public  subjects,  and 
assuring  me  that  they  are  not  put  for  the  purpose  of 
unfriendly  criticism,  but  from  a sincere  desire  to 
have  my  own  views  on  the  subjects  relerred  to. 

In  reply  to  your  first  and  last  questions,  I send 
you  a copy  of  a letter  recently  addressed  to  several 
citizens  ot  Elizabeth  City  county,  Va.  in  which  you 
will  find  the  inlorination  yon  desire. 

In  answer  to  your  second  question  I send  you  a 
statement  of  my  entire  course  in  the  New  York  con- 
vention upon  the  subject  of  the  elective  franchise. 
It  was  prepared  by  my  friends  at  Albany,  having 
access  to  tile  best  means  of  information,  of  their  own 
accord,  without  previous  communication  with  ine, 
and  published  there  under  their  own  signatures. — 
Upon  a careful  examination  of  this  document,  I find 
it  contains  a true  and  lair  exposition  of  ray  course  in 
the  convention  upon  the  subject  referred  to,  and  I 
send  it  to  you  as  such. 

Your  remaining  question  is  whether  I “am  in  fa- 
vor of  reducing  the  standard  of  wages.” 

Not  comprehending  precisely  the  idea  you  desire 
to  convey  by  the  term  “the  standard  of  wages,”  it 
will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  meet  your  wishes  ful- 
ly, that  I should  give  my  general  views  on  this 
branch  of  your  enquiry. 

Ttie  labor  of  an  industrious  man  is  in  my  judg- 
ment only  adequately  rewarded,  when  his  wages, 
together  with  the  assistance  of  those  members  ol  his 
family,  from  whom  assistance  may  reasonably  be  re- 
quired, will  enable  him  to  provide  comfortably  for 
himself  and  them,  to  educate  his  children,  and  lay 
up  sufficient  for  the  casualties  ol  life  and  the  wants 
of  advanced  age. 

To  accomplish  these  objects  it  is  necessary  that 
the  pay  of  the  laborer  should  bear  a just  proportion 
to  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life; 
and  all  attempts  to  depress  them  below  this  equita- 
ble standard;  are  in  my  opinion  at  war  as  w’ell  with 
the  dictates  of  humanity,  as  with  a sour.d  and  ra- 
tional policy.  Lett  to  itself,  and  free  Irom  ttie 
blighting  influence  of  partial  legislation,  monopolies, 
congregated  wealth,  and  interested  combinations, 
the  compensation  of  labor  will  always  preserve  this 
salutary  relation.  It  is  only  when  the  natural  order 
of  society  is  disturbed  by  one  or  other  of  these 
causes,  that  the  wages  of  labor  become  inadequate. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  may  be  truly  de- 
nominated a nation  of  laborers — A vast  proportion 
of  them  live  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and  the 
continued  exercise  of  a persevering  industry.  It  was 
with  a proper  regard  to  this  condition,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  government  under  which  they  live  was  ori- 
ginally devised.  It  should,  therefore,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  always  so  administered  as  to  insure  to  them, 
as  far  as  possible,  a just  and  adequate  reward  for 
their  exertions,  as  well  as  a full  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  their  industry. 

In  the  distribution  of  wealth  resulting  from  the 
union  of  labor  and  capital,  it  is  loo  often  the  case 
that  an  undue  proportion  tails  to  the  share  of  the  lat- 
ter. The  discontinuance  of  partial  legislation,  which 
I have  always  advocated,  would  be  an  important 
step  towards  correcting  this  inequality. 

It  has  been  ever  my  design  to  keep  these  objects 
constantly  in  view.  So  far  from  being  in  favor  of 
reducing  the  wages  of  labor,  or  attempting  to  render 
the  services  required  disproportionate  to  ttie  rewards 
received,  it  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  that  what  is 
called  the  ten  hour  system,  originally  devised  by  the 
mechanics  and  laborers  themselves,  lias  by  my  direc- 
tions been  adopted,  and  uniformly  carried  out  at  all 
ttie  public  establishments,  and  that  this  mitigation  of 
labor  has  been  accompanied  by  no  corresponding  re- 
duction of  wages. 

I also  caused  it  to  be  distinctly  intimated  in  the 
month  of  March  last,  to  the  officers  of  such  of  these 
establishments,  as  might  contemplate  a reduction  of 
wages,  that  in  my  opinion  the  present  peculiarly 
uncertain  state  of  things, which  it  is  believed  results 
from  circumstances  that  cannot  be  permanent  in 
their  operation,  does  not  present  a just  and  proper 
basis  for  a reduction  of  wages. 

I am  far  from  wishing  to  contribute  in  the  slight- 
est degree  to  the  embarrassment  and  depression  ol 
the  laboring  classes.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  my  most 
earnest  and  constant  desire  that  their  industry  should 
every  where  and  at  all  times  be  amply  rewarded, 
and  that  the  blessings  of  plenty  should  be  liberally 
diffused  among  those  who  contribute  most  to  then 
production.  I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Messrs.  Isaac  Lippincott,  Win.  R.  Potts,  G.  Haines. 

N.  B.  Eoans,  A.  S.  Ferinan,  Jos.  Prayer. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Fredericksburg,  (Va.)  Aug.  29,  1840. 

On  my  way  to  the  Indian  Springs  to  meet  such  of 
my  fellow  citizens  as  might  comply  with  the  invi- 


tation to  be  present  at  a dinner  to  be  given  to  our 
senators  and  three  of  our  representatives  in  congress, 
on  the  second  of  September,  I am  detained  here  by 
a painful  disorder,  incompatible  with  the  prosecution 
of  my  journey.  In  my  own  judgment,  the  detention 
is  ot  no  importance  except  to  myself,  as  I cannot  pre- 
sume that  my  presence  or  absence  will  in  the  slight- 
est degree  atfect  the  opinions  and  actions  of  a iy  of 
the  persons  who  may  compose  that  assemblage.  I 
regret  it,  nevertheless,  as  I am  depnved  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  valued  friends,  and  am  unable  to  do 
that  which  others  for  whom  I entertain  a strong 
atfection,  and  whose  prudence  and  good  sense  give 
weight  to  their  recommenda'ions.  have  thought 
would  be  useful  in  the  present  agitated  state  of  our 
country. 

I have  seen  nothing  to  shake  my  confidence  in  the 
power  of  truth;  nothing  to  make  me  doubt  the  futili- 
ty of  all  attempts  to  delude  the  people  by  ingenious 
equivocations,  artful  exaggerations,  blustering  pie- 
tensions,  or  open  falsehoods.  When  the  spirit  of 
inquiry  is  awakened,  the  people  are  not  to  be  turned 
from  the  pursuit  of  tacts  by  processions  and  parades, 
by  travelling  orators  and  ballad  singers,  by  fiddlings 
and  revelries.  A careful  investigation  of  those  facts, 
and  calm  reflection  upon  them  at  home,  give  to  the 
humblest  citizen  the  power  to  decide  wisely  in 
whose  hands  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  nation  can 
be  safely  intrusted  for  the  preservation  of  external 
peace,  and  a perpetuatiol  of  those  domestic  institu- 
tions with  which  are  inseperably  connected  the  har- 
mony of  the  union,  anil  prosperity,  national  and 
individual.  These  will  be  used,  and,  being  used, 
the  result  will  be  right.  If  it  were  necessary  or  pro- 
per, I could  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  fideli- 
ty with  which  the  declared  opinions  of  the  present 
incumbent  have  been  acted  upon.  Necessary  it  is 
not,  since  the  chief  ground  of  objection  to  him  is, 
that  he  Iia3  performed  Ins  engagements,  and  “follow- 
ed in  the  footsteps  of  his  pretlece-sor.”  Proper  it 
will  no'  be  considered,  as  I have  been  intimately 
associated  with  his  administration,  and  identified  in 
feeling  and  judgment  with  the  great  measures  of  its 
fiscal  and  loreign  policy,  and  would  bj  looked  upon 
as  a voluteer  and  interested  witness.  Instead,  there- 
fore, ol  speaking  what  I know  and  believe  to  be  just 
of  Mr.  Van  JBuren  and  gen.  Harrison,  I will  use  the 
right  of  every  member  of  the  community,  to  refer  to 
tilings  of  common  notoriety,  which  will  aid  my  fel- 
low citizens  in  Georgia  in  discovering  to  which  of 
these  persons  they  may  safely  confide  the  executive 
power,  as  it  may  influence  or  control  the  great  ques- 
tion-— 

Of  a protective  tariff; 

Of  internal  improvements; 

Of  appropriation  and  expenditure; 

Ol  the  mode  of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  pub- 
lic funds; 

Ol  slavery,  as  it  exists  from  the  northern  confines 
ol  Maryland  to  the  Sabine  and  Red  rivers. 

(Qu  stions  of  loreign  policy  are  omitted,  for, 
stiange  to  say,  they  Rre  not  topics  in  the  presidential 
canvass,  and  on  that  subject  the  advocates  of  univer- 
sal leform  intend  to  make  no  change.) 

On  the-e  questions  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  gen.  Harrison  have  been  in  various  lorms  and 
at  different  periods  asked  lor.  What  their  answers 
were,  at  what  time  and  in  what  manner  given,  are 
well  known  facts.  My  fellow  citizens  can  leadiiy 
decide,  with  these  facts  in  view,  which  of  these  gen- 
tlemen agrees  witli  them  on  these  important  and 
vital  subjects.  By  comparing  tli*  explicit,  frank, 
prompt,  public  and  unilorm  cummunications  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  given  with  like  readiness  to  friend  or 
foe,  with  the  reluctant,  equivocal,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  contradictory  givings  out  of  gen.  Hariison — 
sometimes  by  reference  to  former  declarations,  some- 
times by  letters  Irom  friends  and  friendly  committees, 
again  by  speeches  at  arranged  meetings,  and  then  by 
private  letters  for  use  but  not  publication — they  can, 
without  difficulty,  determine  which  of  them  deserves 
their  confidence.  Should  any  doubt  remain,  alter 
this  comparison,  there  are  two  other  facts  not  un- 
worthy to  be  remembered  in  forming  a correct  judg- 
ment. Mr.  Van  Buren  has  imputed  to  him  by  his 
advocates  every  where,  the  same  opinions  and  the 
same  principles;  the  opinions  and  principles  imput- 
ed to  gen.  Hariison  by  his  friends  and  supporters 
are  variant  and  contrasted  — chameleon  like,  they 
take  their  hues  from  tiie  objects  upon  which  they 
rest  while  you  are  called  upon  to  examine  them,  and 
show  a color  to  suit  the  region  where  they  are  pre- 
sented to  view. 

Should  the  belief  be  entertained  that  the  declara- 
tions of  the  parties  themselves,  or  those  of  friends 
anxious  to  promote  their  success,  are  not  sale  guides, 
the  motives  to  concealment,  equivocation  or  decep- 
tion b-ing  so  powerful,  try  I lie  parties  by  the  experi - 
mentum  crusis. 

Ill  various  stations  each  has  been  before  the  pub- 
lic for  more  than  thirty  years.  Compare  their  pro- 
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essions  with  their  acts.,  ami  then  the  results  of  each 
zompaiison.  If  still  not  satisfied,  there  are  other 
oroad  facts  that  cannot  fail  to  bring  conviction  to  the 
honestly  inquiring  mind.  A better  judgment  of  the 
probable  conduct  of  an  adininistiation  in  this  coun- 
try is  to  be  former!  by  looking  at  the  parlies  by  whom 
he  will  be  supported  if  they  succeed,  than  by  ascru- 
tiny  into  the  particular  opinions  and  political  course 
of  the  person  who  is  proposed  for  that  station  Mr. 
Van  Buren  is  the  candidate  of  that  party  in  all  the 
states,  who,  under  the  lead  of  gen.  Jackson,  anested 
the  gigantic  amt  rnad  scheme  of  universal  internal 
improvement — who  wrested  the  public  money  Iroin 
the  hands  of  irresponsible  and  doubtful  corporations, 
and  broke  their  power— who  seek  to  reduce  duties 
and  taxes  to  the  wants  of  the  government — and  who 
believe  that  these  wants  admit  of  diminutions  of  the 
public  expenditure;  of  a parly  every  where  arrayed 
against  abolition,  and  ready,  at  all  hazards  and  at  all 
times,  to  see  that  the  constitutional  guaranty  of 
southern  property  is  fairly  and  faithfully  maintained. 
He  is  equally  acceptable  to  that  party  in  the  south- 
ern, western,  eastern  and  middle  slates — has  been 
forced  upon  neither  by  combinations  or  intrigues. 

General  Harrison  is  the  candidate  of  all  the  parties 
in  the  United  States  who  can  be  brought  to  act 
against  the  present  administration  by  the  common 
instinct  of  hatred.  He  was  forced  upon  the  southern 
portion  of  these  parties  by  U'.e  combination  of  anti- 
masoury  and  abolitionism.  iNot  one  southern  vote 
was  given  to  him  in  the  Hwrisbnrg  convention. — 
Among  his  supporters  are  ranked  the  high  tariff  and 
internal  improvement  men,  under  the  banners  of  Mr. 
Clay: — the  high-toned  politicians  of  the  New  En- 
gland states — who  construe  the  constitution  like  the 
common  law,  u'hich  contracted  as  it  may  seem,  ex- 
pands indefinitely  according  to  the  supposed  exigen- 
cy of  the  times — who  believe  there  is  no  safety  or 
prosperity  without  the  agency  of  a national  bank  to 
manage  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  government,  and 
furnish  a currency  for  the  people — who  opposed  the 
late  war,  and  established,  according  to  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  the  British  parliament,  a sort  of  under 
stood  neutrality  with  the  enemy  during  its  continu- 
ance— who  acknowledge  as  their  leader  and  standard 
bearer,  Mr.  Webster  of  Boston;  the  abolitionists,  of 
all  colors,  under  Slade  of  Vermont,  Seward  arid  Bra- 
dish,  governor  and  lieut.  governor  of  New  York, 
under  whose  auspices  a deliberate  attempt  has  been 
made,  by  slate  legislation,  to  evade  that  provision  of 
the  federal  constitution  which  was  adopted  for  the 
protection  of  southern  rights;  the  conservatives,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  Mr.  Rives,  who  have  abandoned 
their  former  friends  because  the  keys  of  the  vaults 
where  the  public  treasure  is  deposited  are  kept  in 
the  pockets  of  officers  of  government,  and  not  by  ca- 
shiers of  state  banks:  and  who  predict  ruin  and  deso- 
lation lo  the  country  because  that  treasure  can  no 
longer,  under  the  control  of  all  sorts  of  state  bank 
directors,  ba  made  the  basis  of  loans  to  stimulate 
every  species  of  corporation  folly  or  private  specu- 
lation: a fragment  of  the  nullifiers,  under  Mr.  Pres- 
ton and  gen.  Waddy  Thompson,  who  have  been 
whirled,  like  atoms  of  dust,  from  the  chariot  wheels 
of  South  Caiolina,  as  they  rose  inlo  their  ancient 
tracks  in  the  ranks  of  democracy. 

The  supporters  of  the  general  in  Georgia,  I need 
mot  designate.  They  are  known — what  they  have 
been,  what  they  are,  and  what  they  wish  to  be. 
Some  of  them  have  had,  and  have  lost,  popular, 
confidence;  some  yet  enjoy  it;  and  they  unite  in 
their  endeavors — the  one  to  recover,  the  other  to  re- 
tain, popular  favor.  To  effect  their  common  object, 
they  are  closely  allied  to  politicians  whose  princi- 
ples they  have  solemnly  rejected;  whose  conduct 
th  y have  repeatedly  denounced;  whose  objects  they 
have  always  professed  to  abhor.  If  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  maxim  of  nositur  a sociis , it  will  not  bp  I 
very  difficult  to  decide,  from  this  array  of  his 
friends,  what  reliance  can  be  placed  on  gen.  Harri- 
son by  Georgians.  “*"■ 

The  only  chief  magistrate  to  whom  the  southern 
states  can  safely  trust  themselves,  is  one  who  will 
use  the  influence  of  his  place  wisely  to  lead  con- 
gressional legislation  on  the  subjects  that  must  arise 
for  discussion  within  the  coming  presidential  term — 
the  apportionment  of  representation,  the  system  of 
revenue,  the  admission  of  new  states  into  the  union; 
and  one  who  will  use  his  power  fearlessly  and  fully 
to  control  all  attempts  at  legislation  on  that  subject 
which  is  exclusively  southern.  On  this  there  can 
be  no  parley,  for  it  admits  of  no  compromise.  Those 
who  agitate  it,  do  evil,  whatever  be  their  pretences 
or  their  motives.  Those  who  associate,  combine, 
and  act  with  those  agitators,  must  look  to  have  the 
finger  of  suspicion  pointed  at  them.  No  southern 
man,  who  will  read  dispassionately  the  address  to 
the  people  of  the  slaveholding  states,  and  the  accom- 
panying evidence,  from  the  democratic  members  of 
congress  from  those  states,  can  have  any  excuse  lor 
mistaking  his  duty  when  he  acts  ou  this  question. 


The  irn bodied  evidence  presented  of  the  movements 
within  the  United  States  of  the  disturbers  of  south 
eri.  repose,  may  be  usefully  added  a reference  to 
what  is  going  on  abroad.  The  govenimer.1  of  Great 
Britain,  which  lias  always  permitted  Hie  Canadas 
to  be  the  asylum  of  runaway  slaves,  has,  within  a 
lew  ypars,  converted  all  its  West  India  possessions 
imo  places  of  reluge  for  them,  and  lias  formally 
declared  that  no  claim  for  them  will  be  availing, 
although  they  reach  their  possessions  by  fraud  or 
violence. — The  same  government  has  bepn  lately 
employing  itself  as  the  volunteer  or  selected  agent 
of  the  pope  in  presenting  an  apostolic  letter  on 
slavery  to  some  of  the  Spanish  American  states — a 
letter  which  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  was  pre- 
pared under  influences  proceeding  from  the  Brilish 
isles. 

Under  its  convention  with  Spain  respecting  the 
slave  trade,  it  has  commissioners  in  Havana  scruti- 
nizing into  the  commercial  pursuits  of  all  nations, 
and  marking  all  vessels,  not  Brilish  bound  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  as  suspected  ol  the  slave  trade,  when 
loaded  with  cargoes  which  are  lawful  commerce  in 
English  vessels  from  Seirra  Leone  lo  any  ports  of 
the  s lave  coast  from  whence  the  slave  factories  are 
supplied  with  them.  It  has  black  regiments  in  its 
army  by  the  enlistment  of  recaptured  Aliicans. — 
Some  of  the  statesmen  and  pamphleteers  ofEngland 
are  engaged,  since  emancipation  in  the  West  Indies 
has  diminished  the  productive  value  of  their  West 
India  islands,  in  devising  schemes  to  give  a present 
preference  in  their  markets  to  the  productions  of 
free  labor,  (like  that  in  British  India!)  and  gradual- 
ly lo  exclude  from  them  the  products  of  the  labor 
of  slaves.  Of  the  temper  and  intentions  of  the 
agitators  of  the  question  of  slavery,  and  the  means 
to  be  employed,  abundant  evidences  are  afforded  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  “world’s  convention,”  which 
met  in  London  on  the  I2th,  and  continued  until  the 
23rd  of  last  June.  Two  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  too  significant  to  require  much 
comment.  Those  resolutions  renounce  the  remo- 
val of  slaves  from  the  old  to  the  new  states  as  an 
unrighteous  traffic,  of  which  eighty  thousand  are 
annually  victims;  as  exciting  detestation.  Sur- 
prise and  abhorence  are  acknowledged,  that  it 
should  be  protected  and  cherished  by  this  govern- 
ment. 

That  it  involves  hardness  of  heart  in  the  traders, 
and  cruelty  to  the  negroes,  is  asserted;  and  that  ef- 
fectual means  should  be  immediately  taken  to  re- 
move this  slain  from  the  character  of  this  na'.ion. — 
Was  there  ever  such  a compound  of  ignorance,  folly 
and  insolence?  The  brutal  O’Connell  was  quite  at 
home  in  such  a convention;  and  his  insults  to  the 
representative  of  a foreign  government  near  his  own, 
his  vituperation  of  two  of  our  eminent  public  men, 
were  quite  in  harmony  with  the  occasion. — The 
transportation  of  our  property  from  Virginia  to 
Louisiana,  the  internal  slave  trade,  mark  you,  is 
“unrighteous,”  and  effectual  means  ought  to  be 
taken  in  the  United  States  forthwith  to  remove  the 
stain  from  this  nation.  What  are  the  means!  We 
can  guess.  First,  prohibition  by  congress  of  trans- 
portation of  slaves  by  land  or  by  sea  from  one  stale 
to  another;  next,  a prohibition  of  the  sale  of  slaves 
by  one  man  to  another  in  the  same  stale;  and  then 
we  shall  be  ripe  for  either  the  late  Mr.  Rufus  King’s 
or  general  Harrison’s  plan  of  gradual  emancipation; 
the  government  purchase  the  blacks  by  the  proceeds 
of  tile  public  lands,  or  by  the  use  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue— taxes  and  duties  being  properly  increased 
to  make  that  surplus  large  enough  to  effectuate  the 
object. 

The  shadows  of  the  troubles  in  store  for  us  at 
home  and  abroad,  are  darkening  and  stealing  upon 
us. — What  note  of  preparation  is  heard?  What 
measures  of  precaution  are  required?  The  gravest 
thought  ami  most  anxious  deliberation  are  demand- 
ed, to  meet  the  dangers  which  will  sooner  or  later 
come.  What  others  may  persuade  themselves  should 
be  done,  I cannot  tell;  but  no  step  would  seem  to 
be  better  adapted  to  bring  them  upon  11s  at  an  early 
dav,  and  when  we  shall  b-  utterly  destitute  of  pre- 
paration, than  placing  the  power  of  the  general 
government  in  the  hands  of  the  heterogeneous  cna- 
li t ion  that  now  seek  to  obtain  it  in  the  person  of 
one  without  the  requisite  qualifications  for  the 
chief  magistrate  of  a great  republic,  and  who  ac- 
cused, with  too  much  appearance  of  truth,  of  hav- 
ing, in  a public  address,  engaged  if  elected,  not 
to  thwart  congress  by  the  use  of  the  veto  power. 

The  veto  power!  a portion  of  the  authority  given 
to  the  executive  by  the  wise  framers  of  our  govern- 
ment, which  the  incumbent  of  the  presidential  chair 
can  neither  surrender  nor  trammel  himself  in  the 
exercise  of,  without  personal  dishonor,  and  treache- 
ry to  the  constitution.  The  veto  power!  the  safe- 
guard ol  the  people  against  improvidential  legisla- 
tion, or  congressional  encroachment  on  the  rights 
of  the  states  and  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 


government.  The  veto  powei!  the  ark  of  safety 
for  the  southern  states;  used  for  them,  it  is  impos- 
sible, while  the  equality  of  a senatorial  representa- 
tion remains,  and  the  present  relative  proportion  of 
the  slave  stales  is  preserved,  lor  the  phrensy  of 
fanaticism  and  the  recklessness  of  associated  party 
profligacy  to  disturb  our  repose,  or  assail  our  fire- 
sides, under  the  sanction  of  congressional  enact- 
ments. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  pledged  to  use  it  for  that  pur- 
pose— general  Harrison  is  not 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
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majority’s  report. 

House  of  representatives,  July  16,  JS40. 
Mr.  Campbell,  ol  South  Carolina,  Iroin  the  com- 
mittee of  elections  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  of  elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  case  of  the  contested  election  from  the  state 
of  New7  Jersey,  report: 

That  at  the  opening  of  Ihe  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  present  congress,  Joseph  F.  Randolph, 
John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  William 
Halstead,  Cnarles  C.  Stratton  and  Thomas  Jones 
Vorke,  presented  themselves  with  the  usual  creden- 
tials Irom  the  executive  authority  of  New  Jersey, 
and  claimed  lo  be  the  lawful  representatives  of  the 
people  of  that  state. 

To  the  right  of  Joseph  F.  Randolph  (here  was 
no  opposition,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a seat.  But, 
simultaneously  wuth  the  appearance  of  Messrs. 
Aycrigg,  Maxwell,  Halstead,  Slratton  and  Yorke, 
five  other  gentlemen,  to  wit:  Peter  D.  Viooin,  Phi- 
lemon Dickerson,  Joseph  Kiile,  William  R.  Cooper 
and  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  presented  themselves,  and  of- 
fered evidence  to  show  that  they  had  received  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  Iroin  the  whole  slate,  and 
were  entitled  to  the  returns. 

The  house  of  representatives  refused  to  admit 
either  party  of  these  ten  claimants  in  its  organiza- 
tion, and  on  the  13th  of  January,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina, 
Resolved,  That  all  papers,  or  other  testimony  in 
possession  of,  or  within  the  control  ol  this  house, 
in  relation  to  the  late  election  in  New  Jersey  for 
representatives  in  the  26lh  congress  of  the  United 
States  be  referred  to  the  committed  of  elections, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report  who  are  en- 
titled to  occupy,  as  members  of  this  house,  the 
five  contested  seats  from  that  statp;  and  that  the 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  serv- 
ed on  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Wil- 
liam Halsted,  Charles  O.  Stratton,  Thomas  Jones 
Yorke,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Wil- 
liam R.  Cooper,  Danjel  B.  Ryall  and  Joseph  Kiile, 
all  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  claiming  to  be  repre- 
sentatives from  that  state. 

On  the  next  day,  the  14lh  January,  the  commit, 
tee  assembled;  and  for  its  proceedings  from  that 
time  to  the  3rd  of  March,  reference  is  made  to  the 
printed  journal,  in  report  No.  506  of  the  present 
session. 

By  that  report,  it  appears  that  the  credentials  held 
by  J.  B.  Aycrigg.  J.  P B.  Maxwell,  William  Hal- 
sted, Charles  C.  Stralton  and  Thos  Jones  Yorke, 
were  based  on  an  imperfect  canvass,  not  embracing 
♦ he  whole  number  of  votes  received  in  the  state,  but 
that  the  voles  of  two  townships,  to  wit:  Millville 
and  South  Amboy,  had  not  been  included  in  such 
canvass. 

By  the  adoption  of  that  report,  the  house  made 
substantially  a correction  of  the  returns,  and  award- 
ed the  seats  to  Peter  D Vroom,  Philemon  Dicker- 
son,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  Joseph  Kiile  and  William  R. 
Cooper,  with  a proviso  that  nothing  contained  in  the 
resolution  should  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
investigation  into  the  election  from  being  continued 
in  the  manner  heretofore  authorised  by  the  commit- 
tee, on  the  application  of  the  claimants. 

Thus,  it  is  evident,  that  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
mission of  the  five  claimants  last  named  to  seats, 
the  proceedings  ofthe  committee,  and  ofthe  parties, 
in  regard  to  the  ultimate  merits  of  the  election, 
were  not  affected;  and  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  the- 
parlies  reappeared  before  the  committee  with  a 
mass  of  testimony,  the  result  of  a canvass  extend- 
ing over  the  whole  state.  Thi3  testimony,  taken 
under  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  and  the  law,  re- 
lates to  nearly  six  hundred  distinct  cases  of  votes 
[lolled  for  one  party  or  tile  other,  alleged  to  be  unlaw- 
ful, and  of  votes  alleged  to  have  been  improperly  re- 
fused at  the  polls.  Besides  these  cases,  there  were 
also  involved  the  question  of  legality  of  Ihe  poll  hol- 
den  at  South  Amboy  and  the  allegation  of  fraudu- 
lent practices  by  the  officers  of  the  election  at  Sad- 
dle river. 
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In  the  hope  that  the  grounds  of  the  controversy  | 
might  be  more  strictly  defined  and  nan  owed,  and 
that  the  testimony  scattered  through  so  many  sepa 
rale  depositions,  bearing  on  the  same  [joints,  might 
be  so  arranged  and  collected  as  to  lacililate  the  la 
bors  of  the  committee,  while  it  should  insure  the 
ends  of  justice,  the  testimony  in  the  possession  of 
the  committee  was,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  by 
the  mutual  arrangement  of  the  parties,  delivered 
into  their  hands,  and  the  committee  continued  the 
investigation  of  other  cases  pending  before  them. 

Although,  from  this  arrangement,  much  greater 
delay  ensued  than  the  committee  anticipated,  the 
subsequent  investigation  proved  that,  without  the 
assistance  of  the  parlies,  the  difficulties  of  the  in- 
vestigation would  have  been  almost  insurmounta- 
ble; testimony  in  relation  to  the  same  vote  being 
often  found  to  have  taken  r.ot  only  from  many  dil- 
ferent  witnesses,  but  at  various  and  distant  times 
and  places,  to  which  no  clew  would  else  have  been 
furnished. 

Nevertheless,  impatient  of  delay,  the  committee 
passed  resolutions  calling  on  the  parties  on  the  13th 
and  20th  May,  and,  finally,  on  the  2d  June. 

The  committee  having  previously,  under  the 
power  granted  by  the  house,  ordered  the  papers  to 
be  printed,  the  final  investigation  was  commenced 
on  the  3d  June,  with  a volume  of  evidence  of  nearly 
700  printed  pages. 

From  that  day  until  this,  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee, herewith  reported,  will  evince  the  magnitude 
of  the  task  to  which  they'  have  been  devoted. 

The  most  minute  and  tedious  course  has  been 
adopted.  The  case  of  every  individual  vote  has  been 
treated  as  a distinct  controversy.  The  testimony 
relating  to  it  having  been  first  read,  arguments  upon 
the  facts  or  law,  or  both,  were  heard  from  parties, 
frequently  followed  by  elaborate  discussion  in  the 
committee  itself  The  question  was  then  put  upon 
a formal  resolution,  devised  with  reference  to  the 
priina  facie  legality  of  the  proceeding  at  the  polls 
and  the  burden  of  proof;  which  resolution,  as  ap- 
plied to  each  case,  w ith  the  yeas  and  nays  thereupon, 
will  be  louml  in  the  journal.  As  applied  to  alleged 
unlawful  votes,  presents  two  affirmative  proposi- 
tions: 1st,  that  the  vote  in  question  was  not  a law- 
ful vote;  and  2d,  that  it  be  deducted  from  the  votes 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties.  The  first  pro- 
position involved  the  inquiry  whether  the  vote  was 
actually  cast  at  the  polls;  and,  for  the  ascertainment 
of  this  point,  ihe  committee  necessarily  resorted  to 
parol  [iroof,  as  the  best  evidence  which  the  nature 
of  the  case  would  admit  of,  the  laws  of  New  Jersey 
not  requiring  the  poll  lists  to  be  preserved  as  a re- 
cord of  the  actual  voters.  Mere  hearsay  declara- 
tions of  tlie  alleged  voter,  as  to  the  fact  ol  his  having 
voted,  have  been  uniformly  rejected. 

The  fact  of  the  voting  being  ascertained,  the  al- 
leged disqualification,  as  a question  ol  law  and  fact 
was  considered.  V\  ilh  reference  to  their  qualifica- 
tion, the  impeached  voters  may  be  divided  into  di 
vers  classes,  to  wit:  aliens,  non-residents  of  the 
county,  non  residents,  minors,  men  ol  color,  persons 
non  compos  mentis , amt  persons  not  possessed  ol  the 
requisite  properly  qualification. 

In  examing  the  various  alleged  grounds,  of  dis- 
qualification, the  principal  dilferences  of  opinion 
in  the  committee  arose  liom  the  constantly  vary- 
ing facts  of  each  case,  {which  operated  variously 
upon  the  minds  of  different  members),  and  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  establish  the  re- 
sult. 

The  most  serious  of  these  differences  of  opinion 
arose  in  the  consideration  of  the  first  named  class 
of  impeached  voters  to  wit:  aliens.  A minority  of 
the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  sufficient 
for  the  party  objecling  to  the  vote  to  prove  that  the 
voter  was  alien  born;  and  that  the  burden  of  proof 
was  thereby  throw  n upon  the  party  for  whom  the 
vote  had  been  rendered  at  the  poll,  to  prove  that  the 
voter  had  been  naturalized.  And  it  was  urged  with 
great  earnestness,  that,  to  adoped  any  other  rule 
of  evidence  would  be  to  depart  from  the  plainest 
principles  of  law  and  reason — to  impose  upon  the 
party  objecting  to  a vote  the  proof  of  a negative;  and 
a negative,  too,  which  nothing  short  of  searching  of 
every  court  of  record  having  common  law  jurisdic- 
tion, a clerk,  and  seal,  in  the  union,  could  possibly 
establish. 

Without  minutely  criticising  the  argument,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  inquire  to  what  practical  conse- 
quences the  rule  would  lead,  if  it  be  fully  admitted; 
lor  the  proposition  is  to  be  taken,  not  as  a mere 
abstract  annunciation  of  the  order  of  proof,  but  as 
practically  applicable  to  the  decision  of  cases  ol 
contested  elrction  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  committee,  as  the  organ  of  the  house,  have 
a positive  affirmative  proposition  to  adjudge  and 
declare,  before  a sitting  member  can  be  displaced, 
or  a single  vote  received  for  him  at  the  polls  can  be 
ejected  from  the  ballot  box.  Before  a member  is 


I admitted  to  a seal  in  the  house,  something  like  the 
judgment  ol  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction  has 
been  pronounced  upon  the  right  of  each  voter  w hose 
vote  has  been  receiv  eil;  and  in  order  to  overturn  this 
judgment,  it  must  be  ascertained  affirmatively  that 
the  judgment  was  erroneous.  Priina  facie,  it  i.-,  to 
be  taken  that  none  but  the  votes  ol  qualified  voteis 
have  been  received  by  officers  whose  sworn  duty  it 
was  to  reject  all  others.  This  principle  will  be 
found  to  have  been  solemnly  and  unanimously  de- 
clared by  the  committee  as  a basis  ol  future  aclion, 
soon  alter  entering  upon  the  investigation  of  this 
case.  (See report  No.  506,  page 46). 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  there  should  exist  a doubt 
as  to  whether  the  vote  is  lawful  or  not;  but  convic- 
tion ol  its  illegality  should  be  reached,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  reasonable  doubt,  before  the  committee 
are  authorised  to  deduct  it  from  the  party  for  whom 
it  was  received  at  the  polls. 

Will  the  mere  naked  fact  that  a voter  was  alien 
born,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  proof,  produce  such 
conviction  on  any  candid  mind?  Is  it  not  already 
answered,  or,  rather,  is  not  even  a piesumptiun  from 
that  fact  alone  precluded,  by  the  judgment  at  the 
polls?  All  foreigners  from  birth  are  not  disqualified 
from  voting,  but  only  a certain  class.  Ate  we  to 
presume  that  Ihe  voter,  whose  vote  has  been  receiv- 
ed by  the  officers  of  the  election,  to  be  of  the  dis- 
qualifi  d or  the  qualified  class?  The  question  is 
answered  by  the  unananimous  resolution  61  the  com 
mittee  already  relerred  to  as  well  as  by  the  reason 
and  analogy  of  the  case. 

The  committee  cannot  believe  that  the  house  of 
representatives  would  eject  a member  from  his  seal 
upon  tile  mere  proof  that  pvery  man  ol  his  con- 
stituents was  alien  born.  It  is  not  apprehended 
that,  after  an  election  has  been  regularly  held, 
the  house  would  even  consider  an  investigation 
necessary  upon  a petition  which  alleged  no  other 
fact. 

The  history  and  statistics  of  the  country  preclude 
the  principle  insisted  on  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee  as  a rule  of  evidence  applicable  to  cases 
of  contested  election.  Our  institutions  acknow  ledge 
no  difference  between  the  native  born  and  natura- 
lized citizen  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. While  the  spirit  ot  our  laws  continues  to 
receive,  with  such  enlarged  and  gracious  benefi- 
cence, the  stranger  and  exile  from  every  clime; 
wdiile  the  genius  of  liberty  stands,  with  wide  spread 
arms,  attending  the  term  ot  their  short  and  easy 
novitiate,  to  absolve  them  from  all  alien  bonds,  and 
to  administer  the  sacred  rights  of  their  political  re- 
generation; surely,  the  fact  of  foreign  birth  alone 
cannot  suffice  to  annul  a right  which  has  been  af 
firmed  by  a tribunal  having  the  amplest  power  and 
means  to  test  it,  and  exercising  that  power  und-jr 
the  requirements  of  law  and  the  solemn  sanction  of 
an  oath. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  does  not  the  presumption 
originally  arising  Iroin  Ihe  fact  of  foreign  both  ac- 
quire additional  strength;  and  may  it  not  overturn 
tne  dicisiou  at  the  polls,  when  neither  the  voter  nor 
the  party  claiming  the  benefit  of  his  vote  betore  the 
committee,  adduces  here  any  evidence  of  his  natu- 
ralization? If  the  voter  refuses  to  testily  to  his  own 
disqualification,  (as  he  legally  may ),  how  can  the 
party  impeaching  his  vote  proceed  further  in  the 
proof  of  his  allegation?  Shall  he  be  put  to  the  proof 
ol  a negative?  Is  riot  the  voter  a party  to  the  pro- 
ceeding? And  is  not  his  neglect  to  rebut  the  [iroof 
of  his  birth  by  the  evidence  of  his  naturalization, 
conclusive  against  him? 

Undoubtedly,  if  the  voter  be,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  a party  to  this  proceeding,  claiming  to 
exercise  a right  here,  such  would  be  the  conclu 
sion;  and  unless  he  should  make  out  his  right  affir- 
matively,  he  must  fail  to  establish  it.  So  it  was  at 
the  election;  and  so  it  would  be  here,  if  the  com 
mittee  were  holding  a poll.  But  such  is  not  the 
vocation  of  the  committee  or  the  house.  If  it  were, 
ttie  mere  reference  of  the  petition,  the  mere  crea 
tion  of  a controversy,  would  annul  all  that  has  been 
done  at  the  election.  Then,  indeed,  lliings  would 
be  taken  up  and  treated  de  novo;  voters  who  had 
once  maintained  their  right,  and  exercised  it  at  the 
polls,  would  be  required  to  come  forward  and  sub- 
mit themselves  to  another  challenge,  and  a new 
affirmation  ol  their  franchise. 

Again:  if  the  voter  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
a party  to  the  proceeding  before  the  house  or  its 
committee,  how  is  it  that  he  is  admitted  to  testify 
as  a witness?  Why  are  not  all  his  declarations  or 
admissions,  wheresoever  and  howsoever  made,  in 
relation  to  Ihe  subject  matter  of  the  controversy,  the 
best  evidence  when  proved  by  a competent  wit- 
ness? The  distinction  between  the  controversy  at 
the  polls  and  that  before  the  committee,  is  mani- 
fest. At  the  polls  the  voter  is  a party.  When 
the  polls  are  closed,  and  an  election  is  made,  the 
right  of  the  party  elected  is  complete.  He  is  enti- 


ll  d to  the  returns;  and  when  he  is  admitted  to  his 
seat,  there  is  no  known  principle  by  which  lie  can 
bt  eject'  d,  except  upon  the  affirmative  prool  ol  a 
delect  in  his  title.  Whoever  seeks  to  oust  him, 
must  accomplish  it  by  proving  a case.  The  diffi- 
culties in  his  path  can  form  no  possible  reason  w hy 
the  committee  should  meet  him  half  way.  The  rule 
o I reason  requires  that  he  should  lully  make  out  his 
case,  even  though  it  involve  the  prool  ol  a negative; 
and  such  is  also  the  rule  of  parliament  in  analo- 
gous cases.  (See  3d  Douglas,  219). 

In  Rogers’  law  and  practice  ol  election  commit- 
tees, page  116,  it  is  said:  “So  in  cases  ol  petitions 
against  candidates  on  the  ground  of  want  ol  suffi- 
cient qualification:  although  a negative  is  to  be 
proved,  it  is  the  usage  ol  pailiament  that  the  party 
attacking  the  qualification  is  bound  to  disprove  it.” 

it  may  be  added  that  this  rule  has  been  applied 
by  'the  committee,  without  controversy,  to  every 
other  species  of  alleged  disqualification.  "In  the 
cases  ol  aliens  alone,  was  a dilferent  rule  contended 
for.  Adhering  to  the  rule,  ihe  committee  hav  e uni- 
formly requir'd  something  more  than  the  mere  af- 
firmative proof  of  foreign  birth,  the  disqualification 
not  bring  foreign  birth,  but  the  actual  stale  of  alien- 
age at  the  time  of  Voting. 

The  great  number  ol  cases  in  which  Ihe  disqua- 
lification has  been  fully  made  out,  and  the  votes 
deducted  from  the  one  party  or  the  otliei,  suffici- 
ently answer  the  objection  which  has  been  suppos- 
ed to  arise  Irom  the  alleged  impossibildy  oi  piov- 
ingthe  negative.  In  none  of  these  instances  were 
the  parties  put  to  the  necessity  of  searching  every 
"court  of  record  having  common  law  jurisdiction, 
and  a clerk,  and  seal  in  the  union.”  in  some 
ca-es  the  voters  themselves  have  declared,  under 
oath,  that  they  were  never  naturalized;  in  others, 
while  asserting  their  naturalization,  they  have  stat- 
ed circumstances  inconsistent  with  it.  In  short, 
an  infinite  variety  of  circumstances,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  evidence,  joined  with  the  fact  of  fo- 
reign birth,  have  completely  proven  the  di-qualifi- 
cation in  a great  number  ol  cases. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hard-hip  of  requiring  the 
sitting  member,  upon  the  mere  prool  of  foieign  birth, 
to  produce  beloi  e the  committee  evidence  ot  the  na- 
turalization of  hundreds  ot  thousands  of  persons 
over  whom  he  has  no  control,  and  who,  by  with- 
holding that  proof,  may  vacate  his  election,  must 
readily  be  admitted.  The  proper  season  to  demand 
such  proof  is  at  the  polls.  There  the  voter  is  the 
actor;  he  comes  forward  claiming  to  exeicise  a 
right,  and  there  he  should  prove  his  qualification . 
Where  the  case  assumes  the  formed  ol  a contested 
election  between  other  parties,  the  disqualification 
must  be  made  out  by  the  party  seeking  to  overthrow 
the  right  of  the  sitting  member  thus  acquired  at  the 
polls. 

But  it  is  not  upon  the  sitting  members  alone,  in 
"his  case,  that  the  rule  contended  lor  would  have 
hardly  operated.  Had  if  been  adopted  and  applied, 
it  must  have  led  inevitably,  in  particular  instances, 
to  the  virtual  disqualification  of  men  who  had  lived 
long  enough  among  us  to  have  seen  seieral  gene- 
rations spring  into  existence,  and  w ho  had  well  and 
la  thlully  served  the  state  in  war  and  in  peace. 

Many  ol  these  principles  being  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  other  grounds  of  disqualification,  it  w ill 
not  be  necessary  to  do  more  than  briefly  notice  the 
remaining  classes. 

2 Non-residents. 

The  law  of  New  Jersey  (act  June,  1820,  sec.  4, 
1 Laws  New*  Jersey,  741),  requires  that  the  voter 
should  have  “resided  in  the  county  where  he  claims 
a vole,  lor  at  least  one  year  immediately  preceding 
the  election;”  and  (ib.  sec. 7),  that  he  sliali  not  “be 
permitted  to  vote”  “only  in  the  township  where  he 
usually  resides.”  No  term  of  residence'  in  the 
township  is  prescribed;  and  ali  that  has  been  re- 
quired by  the  committee  is,  that  the  voter  should 
have  an  actual  bona  fide  residence  in  the  township 
w here  his  vole  was  received. 

Upon  these  questions  of  residence,  both  in  county 
and  township,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to 
apply  the  well  settled  principles  of  law;  and  the 
differences  of  opinion  have  rarely,  if  ever,  extend- 
ed beyond  the  question  of  the  effect  of  the  various 
facts  as  proving  or  disproving  the  coincidence  of 
lact  and  intention. 

As  to  minors,  nothing  need  be  said,  further  than 
to  cite  the  law.  (Act  June,  1820,  sec.  4). 

Ol  men  oi  color,  there  were  two  voters,  whose 
votes  were  deducted;  (act  June,  1820,  sec.  4;;  one 
on  each  side. 

P-  rsons  non'eompus  mentis  are  not  expressly  dis- 
qualified by  the  terms  of  the  law;  but  the  commit- 
tee entertained  the  allegation  in  a single  instance, 

from  the  general  reason  and  nature  of  the  case 

Questions  of  sanity,  however,  being  of  the  most 
delicate  and  difficult  which  arise  in  the  courts,  the 

committee  could  not  consent  to  disqualify  a voter 
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on  this  ground,  except  upon  the  most  distinct  and 
indubitable  prool;  and  none  such  being  adduced, 
his  vote  was  not  disturbed. 

The  remaining  ground  of  disqualification  seeins 
to  demand  more  particular  notice. 

The  fundamental  law,  or  gmzsi-constitution,  of 
the  state  ot  New  Jersey,  passed  in  provincial  con- 
gress of  New  Jersey,  July  2d,  1776,  (1  laws  N J. 
p.  4),  requires,  amongst  other  things,  (sec.  4),  that 
the  voter  shall  be  “worth  £50  proclamation  money, 
clear  estate,  within  the  colony.” 

By  the  4ih  section  of  the  act  of  June,  1820,  (1 
laws  N.  J.  741 ),  the  same  property  qualification  is 
expressly  re-enacted. 

By  the  5th  and  6th  sections  of  the  same  law,  it  is 
enacted  as  follows: 

“Sec.  5.  That  every  person  who  shall  in  other 
respects  be  entitled  to  a vote,  and  who  shall  have 
paid  a tax  for  the  use  of-the  county  or  the  state, 
a id  whose  name  shall  be  enrolled  on  any  duplicate 
list  of  the  last  state  or  county  tax,  shall  be  adjudged 
by  the  officers  conducting  the  election  to  be  worth 
£50,  money  afoiesaid,  clear  estate.” 

“Sec.  6.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  deem- 
ed by  the  officers  conducting  the  election  to  be  a 
qualified  voter,  in  request  of  estate,  who  has  not 
ei  her  paid  a tax,  or  whose  name  is  not  enrolled  on 
the  duplicate  as  aforesaid:  except  in  the  cases  ot 
persons  who  may  have  arrived  at  the  age  of'twenty- 
o le  years  since,”  & c. 

Without  attempting,  in  this  place,  to  criticise  mi- 
nutely the  respective  provisions  ol  these  laws,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  state,  that  they  seem  at  least  to 
confine  the  right  of  snlfrage,  in  all  cases,  to  bona 
fide  taxable  citizens,  in  other  respects  duly  qualifi- 
ed. When,  therefore,  it  has  appeared  that  previous 
to,  and  at  the  time  of  voting,  the  voter  has  received 
support  from  the  town  as  a pauper,  and  has  not 
paid  a tax,  the  committee  have  not  considered  him 
a “qualified  voter  in  respect  of  estate.”  So,  also, 
where  a person  of  that  class  was  brought  to  the 
polls,  and  a tax  there  paid  lor  him  by  another,  on 
condition  that  he  should  vote  a certain  ticket,  the 
cimmittee  did  not  consider  the  former  a bona  fide 
tax  payer,  and  his  vote  was  deducted. 

With  these  general  remarks  as  to  the  several 
classes  of  disqualified  voters,  and  the  course  of  the 
committee  in  the  ascertainment  of  the  disqualifica- 
tion, it  may  be  sufficient  to  pass  to  the  subject  of 
the  appropriation  ot  the  voles. 

It  being  satisfactory  ascertained  that  an  unlawful 
vote  was  counted  at  that  election,  the  next  inquiry 
which  arose  was,  as  to  the  party  for  whom  it  was 
cast  at  the  polls. 

The  elections  in  New  Jersey  are  by  ballot;  and  it 
will  readily  be  perceived  that  this  inquiry  was  not, 
without  serious  difficulties.  i 

Although,  in  numerous  instances,  the  voter,  be- 
ing examined  as  a witness,  voluntary  disclosed  the 
character  of  his  vote,  yet,  in  many  cases,  he  either 
did  not  appear,  or,  appearing,  chose  to  avail  himsell 
of  his  legal  right  to  refuse  an  answer  on  that  point. 
In  such  cases,  the  proof  of  general  reputation  as  to 
the  pol ideal  character  of  the  voter,  and  as  to  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion, has  been  considered  sufficiently  demonstrative 
of  the  complexion  of  his  vote.  Where  no  such 
proof  was  adduced  on  either  side,  proof  of  the  de- 
clarations of  the  voter  has  been  received;  the  date 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  such  declarations  being 
considered  as  connecting  themselves  with  the  ques- 
tions of  credibility  and  sufficiency.  In  every  in- 
stance w here  the  proof,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
was  not  sufficient  to  produce  conviction,  the  vote 
has  been  left  unappropriated. 

The  same  principles  have  governed  the  commit- 
tee in  reo-ard  to  the  votes  decided  to  have  been  im- 
properly15 rejected  at  the  polls.  Whatever  doubt 
might  have  existed  as  to  the  propriety  of  adding 
these  votes  to  the  respective  polls,  the  addition  in 
this  case  was,  as  is  recited  in  the  preamble  to  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  committee  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, with  the  concurrence  of  parties  on  both  sides 
in  attendance,  as  to  the  propriety  of  so  doing.  Of 
these  votes,  sixteen  were  added  to  the  votes  for  P. 
D.  Vroom  and  his  associates,  and  six  to  the  votes 
for  the  opposite  party. 

It  only  remains  to  notice  the  objections  made  to 
the  validity  of  the  election  at  South  Amboy,  and 
the  allegation  of  fraudulent  practices  by  the  officers 
of  the  election  at  Saddle  liver. 

The  objections  to  the  election  in  those  two  town- 
ships will  be  considered  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  named. 

For  himself  and  associates,  “Mr.  Halsted  objects 
to  the  election  held  in  the  township  of  South  Am- 
boy, in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  because  the  said 
election  was  held  by  judges  who  were  not  chosen 
according  to  law; 

“And  because  John  B.  Appelget,  who  had  been 
duly  chosen  inspector  of  said  election,  according  to 


law,  to  supply  the  place  of  Clarkson  Brown,  who 
w as  disqualified,  was  not  permitted  to  act  as  inspec- 
tor at  said  eh  ction  in  said  township; 

“And  because  James  M.  Warne  acted  as  inspec- 
tor ol  said  election  in  said  township,  without  having 
been  duly  elected  inspector  according  to  law; 

“And  because  there  was  no  certificate  of  the 
election  ot  the  said  James  M.  Warne,  inspector, 
signed  by  three  reputable  freeholders,  transmitted 
to  the  clerk  of  the  common  pleas  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law; 

“And  because  the  judge  of  the  election  in  said 
township  of  South  Amboy  knowingly  received  ille- 
gal votes; 

“And  because  the  said  judges  of  said  election 
did  not  conduct  the  said  election  in  said  township 
according  to  law.” 

Alter  having  heard  and  considered  the  testimony 
in  support  ol  the  above  allegations,  the  committee 
unanimously  resolved  “that  there  did  not  appear 
any  sufficient  reason  for  setting  aside  ttie  election  in 
South  Amboy.” 

In  New  Jersey,  the  election  is  conducted  in  each 
township  by  a judge,  and  the  assessor  and  collector 
of  the  township,  who  are  ex  officio  inspectors  of 
election;  and  the  law  prescribes,  that  “if  the  judge, 
assessor  and  collector,  or  either  of  Ihem,  shall  not 
be  present  at  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
election,  or  shall  be  disqualified  to  hold  the  same, 
then,  at  the  hour  often  o’clock,  the  people  present 
entitled  to  vote  shall  proceed  to  choose  a person  or 
persons  to  serve  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so 
absent  or  disqualified.”  (See  Revised  Laws  of 
New  Jersey,  page  274). 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  upon  this  subject, 
that  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  eleclion  at  South 
Amboy  became  disqualified  to  act,  by  reason  ot  be- 
ing a candidate  for  the  state  legislature;  and  that,  to 
supply  this  vacancy,  three  persons  were  placed  in 
nomination,  to  wii:  John  B.  Appelget,  James  M. 
Warne,  and  J.  V.  Gordon. 

If  the  testimony  of  Timothy  Wood  and  Phineas 
Munday,  the  tellers  appointed  to  count  the  votes; 
of  Nathaniel  Hillyer,  the  judge  of  the  election,  who 
announced  the  result;  and  of  several  other  witnesses, 
who  bad  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing  what  ac- 
tually took  place,  is  to  be  believed,  there  cannot 
be  a doubt  that  the  election  of  James  M.  Warne 
as  inspector  was  substantially  in  conformity  with 
law. 

If,  on  (he  contrary,  the  testimony  of  Charles  Fish, 
of  Thomas  Appelget,  of  John  Seward,  of  Jacob 
Herbert,  and  ot  John  B.  Appelget,  stood  uncontra- 
dicted, the  conclusion  would  be  irresistible  that 
great  irregularity  had  prevailed  in  the  election  of 
inspector. 

1 To  contrast  this  testimony,  however,  with  that 
of  those  previously  referred  to,  among  whom  were 
all  the  officers  of  the  election,  whose  official  duty  it 
was  to  know  what  had  actually  taken  place,  it  is 
impossible,  without  imputing  deliberate  perjury  to 
one  set  of  deponents  or  the  other,  to  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  last  named  witnesses 
spoke  Irom  misiaken  impressions,  not  unlikely  to 
occur  in  the  tumult  and  confusion  of  an  excited 
popular  eleclion,  conducted  neither  viva  voce  nor 
by  ballot,  but  by  the  friends  of  the  respective  par- 
ties dividing  in  different  directions,  as  indicated  by 
the  various  points  of  the  compass. 

If  the  positive  testimony  upon  this  subject  left 
any  doubt,  circumstantial  evidence,  derived  from 
the  disproportion  between  the  parties,  might  be 
resorted  to  in  corroboration  of  the  conclusion  to 
which  the  committee  have  come. 

In  the  election  for  congress,  held  immediately 
after  the  election  for  inspector,  the  highest  number 
of  votes  received  by  any  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Appel- 
get’s  party  was  but  45;  while  the  lowest  number 
received  for  any  candidate  of  the  party  of  which 
Mr.  Warne  was  a member  was  295.  The  last 
named  witnesses  represent  Appelget  to  have  been 
elected  inspector  by  a majority  of  about  three  to 
one.  If  they  are  not  mistaken,  the  extraordinary 
circumstance  has  occurred,  that,  at  a period  of  great 
party  excitement,  the  candidate  of  a party,  bearing 
the  relative  proportion  of  less  than  one  to  six  to 
the  other,  has  been  elected,  over  the  combined 
strength  of  his  opponents,  by  a majority  of  about 
three  (o  one. 

The  commiltee,  however,  feel  no  necessity  for 
resorting  to  circumstantial  evidence  in  support  of 
their  opinion  “that  the  contestants  have  failed  to 
establish  their  first  allegation,”  to  wit:  “That  the 
election  at  South  Amboy,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, was  held  by  officers  not  chosen  according  to 
law.” 

The  second  allegation  necessarily  falls  with  the 
first. 

The  third  allegation,  to  wit:  “that  there  was  no 
certificate  of  the  election  of  James  M.  Warne,  in 


sp-'  ctor,  signed  by  three  reputable  freeholders,  trans- 
mitted lo  the  clerk  of  the  common  pleas  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law,”  all  hough  proved,  is  believed  by  the  commit- 
tee to  be  entirely  inadequate  toatfect  the  validity  of 
an  election  legally  held.  Surely,  it  cannot  be  that 
one  of  the  dearest  rights  of  Jerseyinen — a right 
which,  more  than  any  other,  distinguishes  the  citi- 
zen of  a representative  government  lrom  the  sub- 
ject of  a despot — is  to  be  trampled  ill  the  dust,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  there  was  no  certificate  of  the  elec- 
lion of  James  M.  Warne,  inspector,  signed  by  three 
reputable  freeholders,  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  within 
three  days  thereafter!  Whatever  pretext  such  an 
omission  may  have  afforded  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex  for  the  perpetration  of  a daring 
outrage  upon  the  rights  of  his  fellow  citizens,  in 
suppressing  the  votes  polled  at  South  Amboy,  in  the 
return  transmitted  by  him  to  the  governor,  it  can- 
not alfect  the  legaliiy  of  the  election.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  a certificate  of  the  election  of  the  in- 
spector should  have  been  transmitted  to  the  clerk 
of  common  pleas,  either  before  or  during  the  elec- 
tion; and  the  omission  to  do  so  afterwards,  cannot 
have  a retrospective  effect  to  defeat  the  will  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  conformity  with  law.  The 
disqualification  of  an  officer,  to  affect  the  legality  of 
an  election,  must  evidently  be  coexistent  with  the 
election. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  allegations  are,  in  substance, 
that  the  judges  of  the  election  knowingly  received 
illegal  votes,  and  did  not  conduct  the  election  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Illegal  votes  were  proved  before  the  committee 
to  have  been  received  for  both  parties  at  South 
Amboy,  of  which  the  poll  has  been  purged  by  the 
committee;  but,  so  far  as  intention  was  concerned, 
it  appears,  by  the  evidence,  that  the  election  was 
fairly,  honestly  and  legally  conducted;  and  the 
proof  is  insufficient  to  establish  the  fact  that  a sin- 
gle illegal  vote  was  knowingly  received. 

Mr.  Halsted  and  associates  also  claim  to  set  aside 
the  poll  held  at  the  township  of  Saddle  river,  in 
the  county  of  Bergen,  because  eight  votes,  at  least, 
given  for  them  by  persons  legally  entitled  to  vote, 
were  fraudulently  abstracted  from  the  ballot  box, 
and  at  least  as  many  for  their  opponents  substituted 
in  their  place;  because,  in  making  out  the  list  of 
votes  in  said  township,  at  least  eight  votes  less  than 
were  actually  given  for  them  were  counted  in  their 
favor,  and  at  least  as  many  were  counted  for  their 
opponents  more  than  t>?ey  actually  received;  and 
because  (he  list  of  votes  of  said  township  shows  upon 
its  face  evidence  of  mistake  or  fraud. 

In  support  of  these  allegations,  the  depositions  of 
31  voters  are  produced,  each  one  of  whom  swears 
that  he  voted  the  whig  ticket;  and  by  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  clerk,  of  the  election,  it  appears  that 
one  other,  who  was  not  sworn  in  person,  voted  the 
same  ticket— making  ii,  all  32  votes. 

They  also  show  that  the  officers  of  the  election 
at  Saddle  river  returned  but  24  votes  for  them,  leav- 
ing 8 votes  to  be  accounted  for;  and  that  127  votes 
in  all  were  returned,  when  it  appears  that  there 
should  have  been  but  126. 

On  the  part  of  Messrs.  Vroom  and  associates,  it 
is  contended  that  the  election  at  Saddle  river  was 
fairly  and  legally  conducted;  that  the  ballot  box 
was  so  secured  that  it  was  impossible  for  it  to  have 
been  violated  without  discovery,  or  for  tickets  to  be 
put  into,  or  taken  out  of  it,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  officers  of  the  election. 

They  endeavor  to  account  for  eight  votes  less  be- 
ing enumerated  for  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  associates 
than  it  is  alleged  they  have  received,  by  showing 
that  a double  whig  ticket,  folded  together,  was  re- 
jected from  the  count  by  the  officers,  as  the  law  re- 
quires; that  the  name  of  one  of  the  deponents,  who 
swears  that  he  voted  the  whig  ticket  by  the  testi- 
mony' of  the  clerk  of  the  election,  does  not  appear 
on  the  poll  list.  They  also  show,  by  positive  proof, 
that  another  of  these  deponents  voted  the  Democra- 
tic ticket;  and  from  circumstantial  evidence  endea- 
vor to  show  that  five  others  of  them  voted  the  same, 
leaving  the  discrepancy  between  the  number  of 
votes  received  by  both  parties,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  as  returned,  unaccounted  for,  except 
by  supposing  that  the  clerk  of  the  election  may 
have  omitted  to  have  recorded  the  name  of  one  of 
the  voters  on  the  poll  list,  or  that  two  votes  may 
have  been  thrown  in  by  one  person,  in  such  a way 
a3  to  conceal  the  act. 

Although  the  testimony  above  referred  to  is  by 
no  means  conclusive  as  to  every  vote  attempted  to 
be  accounted  for,  the  committee  are  so  well  con- 
vinced, from  the  evidence,  that  the  election  was 
fairly  and  legally  conducted,  and  that  no  traud  was 
perpetrated  on  the  ballot  box,  that  they  have  deter- 
mined to  take  the  return  of  the  officers  of  the  elec- 
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tion  as  the  best  evidence  produced,  and  to  sustain 
the  legality  of  the  Saddle  river  poll. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  important  points  which 
have  been  made  before  the  committee-,  by  either  ol 
the  parties  to  this  protracted  controversy,  have  now- 
been  noticed,  either  in  this  report  or  in  report  No. 
506,  previously  submitted  by  the  committee,  and 
adopted  by  the  house. 

By  the  adoption  of  that  report,  the  house  deter- 
mined on  the  following,  as  the  number  of  votes  ac- 
tually received  from  tile  whole  state,  by  the  claim- 


ants, respectively,  to  wit: 

For  Philemon  Dickerson: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 

council  27,951 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  5U2 


Total  for  Philemon  Dickerson  28,453 


For  Peter  D.  Vroom: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 

council  27,990 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  502 


Total  for  Peter  D.  Vroom  28,492 


For  Daniel  B.  Ryall: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 

council  27,939 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  502 


Total  for  Daniel  B.  Ryall  28,441 


For  William  R.  Cooper: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 
council  27,954 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  501 


Total  for  William  R.  Cooper  28,455 


For  Joseph  Kille: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 
council  27,924 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  5o2 

Total  for  Joseph  Kille  28,426 


Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 
council  28,150 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 

Total  for  John  B.  Aycrigg  28,294 


For  John  P.  B.  Maxwell: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 

council  28,239 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 

Total  for  J.  P.  B.  Maxwell  28,383 


For  William  Halsted: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 
council  28,192 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  145 

Total  for  William  Halsted  2S,337 


For  Charles  O.  Stratton: 

Votes  counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 

council  2S,252 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 

Total  for  Charles  C.  Stratton  28,396 


For  Thomas  Jones  Yorke: 

Votes  Counted  by  the  governor  and  privy 

council  28,177 

Votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy  144 

Total  for  Thomas  Jones  Yorke  28,321 


A scrutiny  into  an  election,  with  a view  to  a pur- 
gation of  the  polls,  when  the  vote  is  by  secret  bal- 
lot, is  attended  with  such  great  difficulties,  and 
liable  to  so  many  evils,  that  nothing  but  the  impor- 
tance of  presevnng  our  elections  pure  could  autho- 
rise its  attempt.  Such  an  investigation  must,  under 
the  best  of  circumstances,  be  more  or  less  imperfect. 
The  committee  have  made  the  present  one  as 
thorough  as  practicable,  with  a view  of  purging  to 
their  core  all  alleged  frauds  and  illegalities,  and 
with  a view  of  placing  in  their  seats  those  who  had 
received  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  polled 
in  conformity  with  law.  The  result  in  the  present 
case  must  be  gratifying  to  the  people  of  New  Jer- 
sey, for  it  is  calculated  to  remove  the  imputation  of 
fraud,  charged  to  have  been  perpetrated  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  election,  and  to  obtain  from  alt  parties 
a cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  the  majority 
legally  expressed.  Indeed,  it  is  worthy  of  general 


congratulation,  and  roust  tend  to  increase  the  con- 
fidence of  all  in  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box  and  in 
the  political  virtue  of  the  people,  that,  in  an  excited 
election,  extending  over  the  entire  state,  followed 
by  a contest  in  which  the  amplest  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  the  ob'.ainmerit  of  evidence,  not  a single 
fraud,  or  even  irregularity,  is  proved  to  have  been 
knowingly  committed  by  a single  officer  of  the 
election;  and  that,  in  the  most  thorough  scrutiny 
that  has  probably  ever  taken  place,  either  in  this  or 
any  other  country,  less  than  two  hundred  and  sixty 
votes  out  of  near  sixty  thousand  have  been  proved 
illegal;  and  that  many  of  them  were  thought  at  the 
lime  of  their  reception,  both  by  the  voters  and  the 
officers  of  the  election,  under  a mistaken  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  to  have  been  lawful  votes. 

The  committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  com- 
ment upon  the  extraordinary  transactions  which 
occurred  in  New  Jersey  shortly  after  the  closing  of 
the  polls,  and  from  which,  it  is  believed,  all  the 
difficulties  of  this  case  originated,  further  than  to 
say,  that  in  suppressing  the  votes  of  Millville  and 
South  Amboy,  theclerks  of  Middlesex  and  Cumber- 
land were  guilty  of  a gross  violation  of  the  elective 
franchise,  calculated  virtually  to  deprive  the  peo- 
ple of  one  of  their  dearest  rights,  and  to  keep  from 
this  house  a knowledge  of  those  facts  by  which 
alone  it  can  judge  of  the  election  of  its  members. 
The  duties  of  those  clerks,  as  returning  officers, 
were  strictly  ministerial;  and  when,  instead  of  mak- 
ing faithful  records  of  Ihe  people’s  will,  as  express- 
ed at-tlie  polls,  and  transmitting  those  records  to 
the  governor,  or  person  administering  the  laws  of 
the  state,  they  undertook  to  decide  upon  the  legality 
of  the  polls,  and  to  act  in  accordance  with  those 
decisions,  they  exercised  an  unauthorised  power, 
which,  for  more  than  three  months,  silenced  the 
voices  of  five  out  of  the  six  members  to  which 
New  Jersey  was  entitled  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  for  which  their  conduct,  whether  pro- 
ceeding from  ignorance  or  design,  must  meet  with 
Ihe  unqualified  disapprobation  of  the  honest  and  in- 
telligent of  every  party. 

An  appendix  to  the  report  presents  the  several 
classes  of  votes  impeached,  and  votes  claimed,  dis- 
tinguishing the  party  by  whom  alledged,  and  the 
results,  with  references  to  the  evidence  in  each  case, 
and  to  the  journal.  The  recapitulation  and  tabular 
slatement  here  inserted  present  the  general  results, 
in  laconic  form,  to  wit: 

RECAPITULATION. 


1.  Aliens. 

Total  alledged  by  J.  B.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  P.  D. 
Vroom,  and  his  associates  136 
Total  proven  and  deducted  74 
Total  proven  and  unappropriat- 
ed 3 

Total  not  proven  59 

Total  alledged  by  P.  D.  Yroom, 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  J.  B. 
Aycrigg,  and  hisossociates  54 
Total  proven  and  deducted  36 
Total  proven  and  unappropriat- 
ed 1 

Total  not  proven  1 

2.  Non-residents. 

Total  alledged  by  J.  B.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  P.  D. 
Vroom  and  his  associates  85 
Total  proven  and  deducted  35 
Total  proven  and  unappropriat. 

ed  1 

Total  not  proven  49 

Total  allpdged  by  P.  D.  Vroom 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed and  deducted  from  J.  B. 
Aycrigg  and  his  associates  140 
Total  proven  and  deducted  62 
Total  proven  and  unappropriat- 
ed 4 

Total  not  proven  74 

3.  Minors. 

Total  alledged  by  J.B.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  P.  D. 
Vroom  and  his  associates  21 
Total  proven  and  deducted  9 
Total  proven  and  unappropriat- 
ed 1 

Total  not  proven  11 

Total  alledged  by  P.  D.  Vroom 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  J.  B. 
Ayciigg  and  his  associates  26 


36 


35 


62 


9 


Total  proven  and  deducted  10  10 

Total  proven  and  unappropriat- 
ed 1 

Total  not  proven  15 

4.  Not  qualified  in  estate. 

Total  alledged  by  J.  B.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  P.  D. 

Vroom  and  his  associates  22 
Total  proven  and  deducted  6 6 

Total  not  proven  16 

Total  alledged  by  P.  D.  Vroom 
and  Ins  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  J.  B. 

Aycrigg  and  his  associates  23 
Total  proven  and  deducted  17  17 

Total  not  proven  6 

5.  Not  free  while  men. 

Total  alledged  hy  J.  B.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  P.  D. 

Vroom  and  his  associates  1 
Total  proven  and  deducted  1 1 

Total  alledged  by  P.  D-  Vroom 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  Irom  J.  B. 

Aycrigg  and  his  associates  1 
Total  proven  and  deducted  1 1 

6.  Non  compos  mentis. 

Total  alledged  by  P.  D.  Vroom 
and  his  associates,  and  claim- 
ed to  be  deducted  from  J.  B. 

Aycrigg  and  his  associates  1 
Total  not  proven  1 

7.  Improperly  rejected  at  the  polls. 

Total  votes  alledged  improperly 

rejected  at  the  polls,  claimed 
by  J.  B.  Aycrigg,  and  his  as- 
sociates 14 

Total  proven  and  added  6 6 

Total  not  proven  8 

Totol  votes  alledged  improperly 
rejected  at  the  polls,  claimed 
by  P.  D.  Vroom  and  his  asso- 
ciates 23 

Total  proven  and  added  16  16 

Total  not  pi  oven  7 

8.  Polled  but  not  counted  by  the 
officers  of  election. 

Total  votes  alledged  by  P.  D. 

Vroom  and  his  associates,  and 
proven  and  added  2 2 

Total  added  to  J.  B.  Aycrigg  and  his  associates  6* 
Total  added  to  P.  D.  Vroom  and  his  associates  18f 
Total  deducted  from  J.  B.  Aycrigg  and  his  as- 
sociates, 126J 

Total  deducted  from  P.  D.  Vroom,  and  his  as- 
sociates ]25|| 

Tubular  statement  of  results  showing  the  votes  polled 
for  each  candidate,  the  voles  added  for  each  candi- 
date, and  the  voles  deducted  from  each  candidate. 


Names. 

Voles  polled. 

'd 

Equal  to. 

Deducted. 

Results  found 
by  ihe  com- 
mittee. 

Philemon  Dicketsori, 

28,453 

18 

28,471 

12611 

28  344 

Peter  D Vroom, 

28,492 

19$ 

28,511 

125 

28,386 

Daniel  B.  Ryall, 

28,441 

19 

28,46(1 

125 

28.335 

William  R.  Cooper, 

28.455 

IS 

28,473 

125 

28,3-18 

Joseph  Kille, 

28,426 

18 

28,444 

125 

28.319 

John  B.  Aycrigg, 

28,294 

6 

28,300 

126 

23,174 

J.  P B.  Maxwell, 

28.383 

28,39(1 

12511 

28.265 

William  Halsted, 

23.337 

28  344 

126 

28.218 

Charles  C Stiatton, 

28,396 

6 

28,402 

126 

28,276 

T.  Jones  Yorke, 

28,321 

6 

23,327 

126 

23,201 

For  Philemon  Dickerson,  three  votes  > Not  included 
For  J.  B.  Aycrigg,  one  vote,  j above. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  result  of  this  investiga- 
tion has  been  to  increase  the  majority  of  the  five 
claimants  who  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  from  the  whole  state;  and  the  committee  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  ttie  follow  ing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Philemon  Dick- 
erson, William  R.  Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  and 
Joseph  Kille,  are  entitled  to  occupy,  as  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  five  contested 
seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

*To  Wm.  Halsted,  individually,  7;  to  J.  B.  Aycrigg, 
individually,  7;  vote  of  A.  Atkinson. 

tTu  P.  D.  Vroom,  individually,  19;  to  D.  B.  Ryall, 
individually.  19;  vote  of  A.  Atkinson,  and  a vote  at 
Dover  for  D.  B.  Ryall. 

{From  J.  P.  B.  Maxwell,  125. 

IIFrom  P.  Dickerson,  126.  Vote  of  A.  Slaughtower. 

VVide  Asher  A'kinson’s  vote. 

ITVide  A.  Slaiightower’s  vote.  No.  169. 
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Alexandria,  D.  C.  omtains  8.  ;92  inhabitants,  the 
county  of  Alexandria  1,503 — total  9,970. 

The  Archimedes  steamer  recently  accomplished  800 
miles  in  70  hours  wiih  her  screw  apparatus. 

Aux  Caves,  Port  an  Prince,  has  been  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  a fire  which  occurred  about  the  last  of  Au- 
gust. 

Bible  societies.  In  1S04  there  was  no  society  in 
existence  which  had  for  its  object  the  distribution  of  the 
Bible.  The  number  of  Bible  societies  at  the  present 
time  is,  in  England  and  Wales  2 541;  Ireland  614; 
Scotland,  132;  on  the  continent  1,263;  America.  2,Sl)0; 
West  Indies,  8*6.  In  France,  there  are  now  236  Bible 
societies,  and  121  pedlars  employed  in  distributing  the 
Bible,  and  the  circulation  oi  copies  last  year  was  9,200. 

Robert  Burns’  Bible.  The  Montreal  Herald  of 
Tuesday  last  says:  ‘ We  mentioned  in  yesterday’s 
Herald  that  the  Bible  presented  by  the  immortal  Burns 
to  his  Highland  Mary  was  purchased  bv  a few  of  his 
countrymen  in  this  city.  They  met  on  Monday  .even- 
ing and  agreed  that  the  sacred  relic  should  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  provost  of  Ayr,  to  be  by  him  deposited  in 
the  monument  on  the  banks  of  the  Dion,  as  an  humble 
offering  from  Scotchmen  in  Montreal,  at  the  shrine  of 
Scotland’s  bard.” 

Cattle.  About  1,000  head  were  offered  in  the  Bal- 
tina >re  market  21st  inst.  of  which  about  400  sold  at  from 
$2  75  to  3 25  per  109  lbs.  or  $5  59  to  6 50  nett  for  good 
fat  cattle,  which  is  a decline  of  50  cts.  on  the  previous 
weeks  prices. 

Cotton.  Neui  Orleans.  Cleared  from  8th  to  12th 
inst  1 561  bales,  arrived  1 596.  O.t  hand  15,416, 
prices  for  middling  8J  to  9j;  fair  9|al0;  good  10J;  good 
and  fine  1 1 § 1 2 

Charleston.  Statement  of  cotton  and  rice. 


s 

Island. 

Upland.  Rice. 

Stock  on  hand  1st  Oct.  1839, 

1,973 

2.733 

823 

Received  this  week, 

47 

951 

573 

Received  previously, 

18,051 

233  610 

104,939 

20  071 

237  394 

106  340 

Exported  this  week, 

00 

9S7 

595 

“ previously, 

19.653 

234.481 

93,241 

On  shipboard. 

00 

950 

131 

49,653 

286,413 

99  017 

Consumption  since  1st  Oct. 

6,000 

19,653 

286  418 

105,017 

Stock  on  hand. 

413 

976 

1,323 

Cotton  crop.  From  statements  which  we  find  in 
most  of  the  western  papers,  it  is  certain  that  great  in- 
jury has  been  sustained  by  the  worms,  caterpillar  and 
drought  throughout  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  a great 
portion  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  In  some  places 
planters  will  not  raise  the  eighth  part  of  a reasonable 
crop;  one  writer  states  that  the  entire  crop  of  1840  will 
be  less  than  any  other  grown  in  the  United  States  in 
the  last  five  years. 

The  Natchez  Courier  of  Tuesday,  8th  instant,  says: 
“The  fine  pro-pect  for  a large  crop  which  the  planters 
in  this  neighborhood  had  a month  ago,  has  bpen  de- 
stroyed by  the  drought  and  worm  and  caterpillar.  On 
many  plantations  the  damage  is  from  mie-fuurth  to 
one-thiid;  and  unless  vve  have  rain  within  a day  or 
two,  in  many  instances,  not  more  than  half  a crop  will 
be  made.” 

The  Athens  (Ga.)  Banner  of  the  lltli  instant  says: 
“We  understand  the.  prospect  for  a cotton  crop  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  is  almost  entirely  cut  off  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ravages  of  a worm  which  has  made  iis 
appearance.  This  worm  attacks  the  balls  before  they 
open,  commencing  near  the  stern  and  eating  into  the 
ball,  destroying  all  within  it.’’ 

The  R 'd  River  Whig  of  the  5th  instant,  represents 
the  prospects  of  the  planters  as  completely  wrecked. — 
Half  a crop  is  more  than  is  now  expected.’’ 

The  Mobile  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer,  says:  “In  regaid  to  our  growing  cotton 
crop,  we  hear  the  usual  alarm  sounded  from  the  inte- 
rior. A great  falling  off,  it  is  repnr'ed,  must  be  the  con- 
sequence of  the  numerous  casualties  which  it  is  said 
has  b.  fallen  it.  Oar  distant  friends,  however,  should 
receive  these,  rumors  with  great  caution.  It  is  true, 
there  has  been  too  much  rain  in  some  sections,  and 
the  plant  will  be  some  three  weeks  later  in  its  maturity 
than  last  year  and  the  sickness  on  the  plantations  will 
somewhat  interrupt  the  process  of  “picking  our,” — still, 
with  good  weather  from  this  time  forward,  and  late 
frosts,  our  receipts  will  reach  within  10  per  cent,  of  last 
year.  Should  the  crop  of  the  United  States  fall  short 
25  percent,  there  will  be  enough  to  meet  consumption 
and  keep  prices  at  a low  point. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  estimates  the  growing 
crop  of  cotton  at  1,950.000  bales.  Other  estimates  <rive 
from  1,400,000  to  1,500,000. 

The  New  Orleans  American  of  the  15th  confirms 
the  accounts  ol  the  injury  to  the  crop. 

Deaths  reported  during  the  las:  week  in  Boston  60; 
in  New  Y -rk  166,  of  which  35  were  under  2 years;  in 
Philadelphia  91,  of  which  33  were  under  two  years  of 
age;  in  Baltimore  47,  of  which  15  were  under  2 yeavs, 
8 free  colored  and  3 slaves. 


The  Paris  papers  announce  the  death  of  Sanson,  the 
executioner,  well  known  as  one  of  the  lions  of  Paris. 
He  officiated  at  the  decapitation  of  Louis  XVI.  He 
had  acquired  some  property,  was  a wellinfjrmed  man, 
fond  of  the  arts,  and  passed  most  of  his  time  in  reading 
and  playing  on  the  piano.  He  has  left  a son  and 
grandson  to  succeed  him  in  his  office,  as  he  succeeded 
his  farther  and  grandfather. 

Major  Eaton,  former  secretary  at  war,  and  United 
States  senator  and  late  minister  to  Spain,  from  which 
he  has  just  returned,  addressed  a meeting  in  Wheeling, 
Virginia,  a few  days  ago,  in  opposition  to  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  also  addressed  a meeting 
at  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania,  and  another  at  Columbus, 
Oiiio. 

Domestic  exchanse.  New  York  on  Philadelphia 
3ga3j;  Baltimore  l|alj;  Richmond  3§a3|;  Charleston 
lj;  Interiors  C.  2;  Raleigh  3|a3?;  Savannah  4Ju5; 
Augusta  5Ja6i;  Columbus  6a6f;  Macon  12al2j;  Mil- 
ledgeville  125al3;  Mobile  4ga4|;  New  Orleans  3|a3g; 
Nashville  84a9;  Louisville  6ia7;  Cincinnati  5Ja6: 
Natchez  15j20. 

Flour  generally  remains  at  the  prices  quoted  last 
week;  at  New  Orleans  it  had  declined  to  $6  and  droop- 
ing- The  stuck  at  Boston  is  light  and  in  demand  at  $5  25 
to  $5  62j  according  to  brand. 

The  inspections  in  Baltimore  last  week,  amounted  to 
11,3324  bbls. 

A table  in  Lyford’s  Commercial  Journal  states  that 
the  total  amount  of  flour  exported  to  Brazil  from  tile 
United  States,  from  the  beginning  of  June  to  the  ISth 
ot  September,  inclusive,  was  92,776  bbls.  of  which 
81  641  bbls.  went  to  Rio  Janeiro. 

Inspectors  attention!  We  have  complaints  from 
England  that  the  tare  of  barrels  are  fraudulently  mark- 
ed, and  also  of  deficiency  in  weight  of  the  flour.  The 
deficiency  in  fourteen  barrels  promiscuously  taken 
fro. o a cargo,  amounted  to  65  lbs.— some  of  them  be- 
ing 16  lbs.  too  light!  The  credit  and  consequently  the 
price  of  American  flour  suffers  severely  by  such  detec- 
tions. 

Dr.  Hines.  The  Baton  Rouge  (La.)  Gazette  of  the 
5;h  instant,  speaking  of  the  doctor,  says — “When  he 
entered  the  walls  of  his  gloomy  abode,  he  gave  vent  tc 
a burst  of  feeling,  lamenting  his  fate  and  declaringthai 
he  was  the  victim  of  perjury.  On  taking  off  his  ele- 
gant apparel  to  assume  the  convict’s  uniform,  he  laid 
down  a high  crowned  hat,  which  on  being  examined, 
was  found  lined  with  springs  similar  to  those  of  a 
watch.  By  striking  this  hat  on  the  crown,  it  was  imtne 
diately  transformed  into  a cap.  The  doctor  could  thus 
at  any  moment  change  his  head  gear,  and  if  put  in 
jail,  was  ready  with  instruments  to  effect  his  escape. 
The  hat  was  accidently  torn  to  pieces,  but  the  springs 
may  be  seen  at  the  penitentiary.  We  have  been  told 
by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  that  the  doctor 
has  declared  that  he  will  not  remain  long  at  Baton 
Rouge.  He  says  that  he  has  many  powerful  and  influ- 
ential friends  who  will  intercede  for  him  and  should 
their  intercession  fail,  he  has  given  notice  that  he  will 
leave  on  his  own  responsibility,  and ‘head  foremost’  if 
he  cannot  anv  other  way.  The  guards  have  been  or- 
dered to  keep  a rigid  watch  and  fire  on  hi  n should  he 
make  any  demonstration  of  an  attempt  to  escape.” 

Levis  has  again  disappeared,  and  much  is  said  in 
the  Philadelphia  papers  upon  the  subject. 

The  Inquirer  is  authorised  to  state  that  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Schuylkill  bank  will,  in  proper  time, 
submit  to  the  stockholders  and  the  public,  such  a state- 
ment of  their  doings  in  reference  to  this  matter  as  they 
believe  will  not  only  satisfy  them  that  they  have  not 
been  wanting  in  their  duly,  but  that,  in  all  their  actions 
they  have  had  in  view  the  best  interests  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  institution. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Population  as  ascertained  8,133. 
Dry  good  an  1 grocery  stores  84,  having  an  aggregate 
capital  of  *1,841  490.  There  are  504  horses,  563  head 
of  cattle  and  506  lugs  in  the  town. 

Jews.  The  London  correspondent  of  the  N.  York 
Courier  says:  “The  charges  against  them  have  been 
investigated  and  disproved,  and  the  pacha  of  Rhodes 
has  been  dismissed  from  his  post.  A similar  investi- 
gation of  the  affair  of  the  murder  of  father  Thomas, 
at  Damascus,  and  of  the  dreadful  tortures  inflicted  on 
the  Jews  of  that  city,  is  going  forward  with  every  pro- 
bability of  the  total  innocence  of  the  Jews  being  made 
apparent.” 

The  mails.  The  southern  papers  complain  loudly 
of  the  repeated  failure  of  the  mails.  In  Ctiarleston 
the  chamber  of  commerce  has  taken  the  subject  in 
hand,  and  the.  Augusta  Constitutionalist  recommends 
some  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  by  the 
business  men  of  that  community. 

Opium.  From  the  ninth  report  of  the  British  and 
foreign  temperance  society,  it  appears  that  the  quantity 
of  opium  entered  for  home  consumpdon  was 
I'1  1820  16,169  lbs. 

“ 1836  38,943 

1838  31  204 

“ 1839  41,671 

, rh;s  Sreat  increase  is  probably  owing  to  the  fact 
tnat  many  of  the  victims  of  inebriety  resort  to  this  drug 
as  a substitute  for  other  modes  of  physical  or  mental 
stimulation.  [ North  American. 

_ Sai-EM.  Mass.  The  population  of  white  males 
7.013,  females  7.746:  colored  males  140,  females  152- 
whole  number  15,051. 


Railways.  The  railway  companies  in  England 
are  said  to  possess  on  these  improvements  alone,  a 
capital  of  one  hundred  millions  sterling,  equal  to  four 
hundred  and  eighty- three  millions  of  dollars. 

In  the  last  number  uf  the  Journal  of  the  Franklin 
Institute  is  a detailed  account  of  the  rail  roads  in  seve- 
ral of  the  states,  with  their  length,  cost,  amount  of 
motive  power,  &c.  by  thejnte  chevalier  de  Gerstner. 
From  his  tables  the  National  Gazette  takes  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  number  of  rail  roads  already 
opened,  is  thirty-six,  their  length  five  hundred  and 
seventy-six  miles  and  a half;  others  graded,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  miles  and  a half;  not  yet  construct- 
ed, one  hundred  and  twelve  miles  and  a quarter;  mak- 
ing the  total  length  of  roads  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  and  a quarter.  The  amount  of  capital  already 
expended  is  *15.640,450. 

In  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and 
Florida  territory,  are  twenty  three  roads,  number  of 
miles  opened,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four;  amount 
expended  $18  442,000;  total  length  of  roads,  sixteen 
hundred  and  seventy-five  miles  and  a half. 

In  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  number  of  roads  twenty-seven;  miles  in 
operation,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five;  already  ex- 
pended $9,621,000;  total  length  of  roads  eleven  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  miles  and  a quarter. 

In  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Illinois,  number  of 
roads,  twenty-nine;  number  of  miles  in  operation  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six;  amount  expended  $3,523,640; 
total  length  of  roads,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one  miles  and  a half. 

Steam  frigates.  The  New  York  Signal  says  that 
two  large  steam  frigates  are  now  constructing  in  that 
city  for  the  Spanish  government  and  one  for  the  Bel- 
gian government. 

Steamers.  The  Britannia  which  arrived  at  Boston  on 
the  17, ia,  brought  86  passengers  to  Halifax,  and  76  to 
Boston.  Site  had  also  16  mail  bags  and  20,000  letters. 
Tile  Great  Western  reached  Bristol  at  midnight  31st 
Augustin  13  days  6 hours  from  New  York. 

A letter  from  a gentleman  in  London  says — “Mr. 
Cunaid  thought  because  he  had  only  a letter  bag  to 
carry,  that  he,  would  boat  the  Queen  with  a full  cargo 
of  goods.  Sailed  August  1st,  the  Queen  from  New 
York,  long.  74.  5;  Britannia  from  Boston,  long.  70,33; 
difference  3 degrees  23  miles.  Both  arrived  same  day, 
the  Queen  at  Portsmouth,  long.  1.  degree  1 mile;  Bri- 
tannia at  Liverpool  long.  2,  54 — difference  1 degree  53 
miles.  Making  a difference  of  5 degrees  21  miles.  The 
letteis  of  both  ships  were  in  London  on  the  loth  of 
August.  Both  sailed  the  same  day.  The  Queen  with 
a cargo,  ran  five  degrees  twenty-five  miles  further  than 
the  Britannia  without  a cargo. 

Steamboat.  The  mail  steamboat  Bass  exploded  her 
boiler  near  Mobile  on  the  14th.  A negro  tell  overboard 
and  was  drowned,  but  no  one  else  was  hurt. 

Southey,  the  poet,  has  sunk  into  a state  of  mental 
imbecility  if  not  derangement. 

Stocks  have  varied  very  little  within  the  last  week, 
except  U.  S.  bank  shares,  which  went  up  2g  per  cent, 
on  Monday  in  New  York,  latest  sales  64  in  N.  York, 
and  65j  in  Philadelphia. 

Squinting.  Dr.  Detmold,  of  New  York,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  correcting  this  defect,  by  cutting  a delicate 
muscle  which  by  contracting  the  operations  of  the  eye, 
produces  the  effect. 

Suicides.  In  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1839,  no  less  than  693  cases  of 
suicide  are  reported!  Sixty  cases  of  suicide  occuted 
in  London  during  the  month  of  July  last. 

Traveling  and  transportation.  It  would  require 
twelve  stages,  carrying  fifteen  passengers  each,  and 
one  thousand  two  hundred  horses,  to  take  one  hundred 
and  eighty  passengers  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  in 
twenty-four  hours,  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour! 
One  locomotive  steam  engine  will  take  that  number 
and  go  two  trips  in  the  same  time,  consequently  will 
do  the  work  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  horses! 
Again.it  would  requite  thirty  mail  coaches,  (six  pas- 
sengers each),  and  three  thousand  horses,  to  take  two 
bundled  passengers  and  mail  two  hundred  and  forty 
miles  in  twenty-tour  hours,  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an 
hour.  One  locomotive  steam  engine  will  take  that 
number  and  go  two  tripsin  the  same  time,  consequent- 
ly w ill  do  the  work  of  six  thousand  horses. 

The  competition  between  a couple  of  steamboats 
has  reduced  the  fair  for  passage  between  New  York 
and  New  Haven  from  $2  down  to  12g  cents  and  from 
that  to  one  cent. 

Tobacco.  The  last  news  from  Europe  has  given 
activity  to  the  demand  for  tobacco;  and  prices  have 
slightly  advanced. 

The  inspections  last  week  in  Baltimore,  amounted  to 
1,543  Iliads. — 960  Maryland,  232  Ohio,  5 Virginia  and 
1 Kentukcy. 

Prices  have  been  advancing  for  the  last  three  weeks 
in  the  Baltimore  market  and  are  now  quoted  at  *4  to 
$5  50  for  common;  $5  50  to  $7  50  for  middling  to 
good;  $8  to  ®S  50  for  good  and  $9  to  $13  for  fine. 

Ohio  tobacco  has  also  advanced — inferior  and  com- 
mon at  $4  a $4  50;  middling  $5;  good  *5  50  a $6  50; 
tine  red  $7  Vi  $8;  ditto  wrappery  $3  a $12;  and  fine 
yellow  at  $7  50  a $10.  The  inspections  of  the  week 
comprise  1,047  hhds.  Maryland;  470  hhds.  Ohio;  and 
7 hhds.  Virginia-—fo!sl  1,524  hhds. 
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SS'Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


Army  and  navy  of  Europe.  The  following 
is  the  strength  of  the  armies  of  Europe  actually 
kept  up  with  the  number  of  vessels  of  war: 


Men. 

Vessels  of  war 

England, 

1 14,000 

650 

Russia, 

666,000 

379 

France, 

330,000 

300 

Austria, 

297,000 

4 

Prussia, 

Holland, 

167,000 

6 

73,000 

18 

Spain, 

70,000 

0 

Belgium, 

50,000 

0 

Sweden, 

40,000 

7 

Denmark, 

38,000 

4 

Naples, 

30,000 

2 

Sardinia, 

80,000 

8 

Norway, 

23,000 

0 

Greece, 

States  of  the  pope, 
Portugal,  not  known. 

10,000 

3 

9,000 

9 

Hanover, 

16,000 

1 

Bavaria, 

40,000 

0 

Saxony, 

12,000 

0 

Wurtemberg, 

15,000 

0 

Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 
In  a return  published  by  order  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, among  the  details  of  the  importations  into 
England  from  France,  we  find  the  following: 
Apples,  20,651  pounds  sterling. 

Clocks,  27,069  “ 

834,163  in  number. 

Artificial  flowers,  20,993  pounds  sterling. 
Gloves,  1,007,889  pairs. 

Human  hair, 3,063  pounds  sterling. 

John  Bull  sends  back  for  such  things  steam  en- 
gines, coal,  iron,  steel,  hardware,  &c. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Great  Western  left  Bristol  the  12th  and  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  the  26th  September,  making 
the  voyage  in  15  days  and  two  hours.  The  first 
three  days  were  exceedingly  rough  and  she  lost  her 
bowsprit. 

Among  the  passengers  are  Mr.  Jaudon,  agent  to 
the  United  States  bank;  captain  C.  M.  Kenzie,  R. 
N.;  lieutenant  W.  Eustis,  U.  States,  army;  and 
Dr.  William  Bairing.  She  brought  about  the  usual 
cargo. 

The  face  of  affairs  is  rather  more  gloomy,  and 
the  difficulties  of  settling  the  storm  that  appears  to 
be  engendering  in  the  east,  is  certainly  increasing. 
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The  news  from  Egypt  is  of  the  deepest  interest. — 
It  discovers  the  determination  of  Mehemet  Ali  to 
resist  all  attempts  to  encroach  on  what  he  considers 
his  rights.  The  European  journals  are  almost  whol- 
ly engrossed  with  the  topic.  The  fall  in  funds  indi- 
cate apprehensions  for  the  peace  of  Europe. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Trade.  The  general  state  of  trade  appears  not  to 
have  improved  since  our  previous  dates. 

Stocks.  Several  severe  panics  have  agitated 
prices,  and  all  kinds  have  fallen  considerably;  con- 
sols on  the  8th  were  at  88aS9;  on  the  10th  87;  on 
the  12th  87a88. 

Liverpool,  September  11,1840.  The  public  pa- 
pers will  show  you  the  increased  excitement  and 
uneasiness  in  regard  to  the  eastern  question  since 
the  departure  of  the  Britannia  steamer  4th  inst.  and 
the  serious  fall  in  both  the  French  and  British  funds, 
particularly  the  former,  and  which  is  in  part  attri- 
buted to  the  disturbances  in  Paris.  This  state  of 
things  acts  unfavorably  on  the  money  market,  and 
in  some  measure  checks  business  operations  gene- 
rally. The  British  funds  have  rallied  a little  the 
last  day  or  two. 

London,  Friday  night,  Sept,  llth,  1840.  My  last 
despatch  to  you  announced  an  increased  ill  feeling 
of  the  French  people  towards  England  for  having 
been  a party  to  the  late  quadruple  treaty.  During 
the  present  week,  this  feeling  has  evidently  in- 
creased, and  several  causes  have  occurred  to  heigh- 
ten it  to  such  a degree  as  seems  to  threaten  the  ap- 
proach of  war. 

The  news  from  England  and  France  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  of  great  interest. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American  minister,  transacted 
business  at  the  foreign  office,  and  the  office  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  3d  instant;  and 
on  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  left  their 
residence  in  Upper  Grosvenor  street,  for  the  Isle  ol 
Wight,  and  purpose  making  a tour  of  visits  in  De- 
vonshire, Wales  and  the  north  of  England.  They 
will  be  absent  for  five  or  six  weeks. 

O’Connell,  who  had  been  for  some  time  address- 
ing large  meetings  in  Ireland  consisting  in  some 
cases  of  40,000  persons,  on  the  repeal  of  the  union, 
has  retired  to  his  farm  in  Kevy  for  a few  weeks. 

The  crops  all  over  Great  Britain  still  promises  to 
be  abundant,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  hop 
crops;  the  failure  of  which  is  attributed  in  a great 
measure  to  the  absence  of  those  electric  showers, 
during  the  present  year,  which  prove  so  highly  de- 
structive to  the  smother  fly  and  other  obnoxious 
blights. 

Flour  market,  Liverpool,  Sept.  11.  The  duty  on 
wheat  has  advanced  to  6||8  per  qr.  and  on  flour  to 
4||0i  per  bbl.;  on  the  18th  inst.  it  is  expected  to  ad- 
vance another  stage,  and  to  continue  rapidly  rising 
until  it  reaches  20||8  per  qr.  and  I2||5  per  bbl.  The 
accounts  of  the  progress  of  the  harvest  continue 
very  favorable,  and  the  opinion  now  seems  very 
general  that  the  product  will  exceed  an  average. 
Wheat  is  dull  at  9||a9||6  per  79  lbs.  but  there  has 
been  rather  more  doing  in  flour  the  last  few  days  at 
34||a35[|  per  bbl.  duty  paid. 

Official  corn  averages,  September  12. 

Weekly  average. 

s.  d.  s.  d.  s.  d. 

Wheat  68  11  Oats  30  6 Beans  47  3 

Barley  34  8 Rye  38  6 Peas  44  5 

Aggregate  average  of  the  six  weeks. 

Wheat  71  10  Oats  30  3 Beans  46  11 

Barley  33  8 Rye  38  4 Peas  45  0 

Duty  on  foreign  corn. 

Wheat  6 8 Oats  1 9 Beans  1 0 

Barley  12  4 Rye  12  6 Peas  2 0 

The  harvest,  though  very  far  from  being  secured 
in  the  average  of  the  kingdom,  may  be  reasonably 
estimated  fully  equal  to  the  produce  of  the  average 
of  years — but  so  extreme  is  the  deficiency  and  ex- 
haustion of  every  description  of  old  grain,  that  the 
corn  markets  do  not  decline  materially,  or  indeed, 
in  any  degree  whatsoever,  excepting  for  the  damp 
and  inferior  new  samples  of  wheat.  There  is  how- 
ever a nominal  decline  of  about  3s.  6d.  per  quarter, 
in  the  weekly  averages  gazetted  last  night,  and  this 
on  the  average  of  the  six  weeks,  brought  down  the 
general  average  to  71s.  lOd. — and  this  being  2d. 
under  the  late  of  the  preceding  week  has  caused  a 
rise  in  the  duty  on  Ibreign  wheat  to  b's.  8d.  per  quar- 
ter, or  4s.  higher  than  the  duty  at  the  time  of  the 
departure  of  the  Britannia  steam  ship. 


The  duty  has  at  the  same  time  risen  to  4s.  per 
barrel  of  flour  of  196  lbs.  All  the  stocks  of  foreign 
wheat  and  flour  were  taken  out  of  bond  at  the  duty 
of2s.  8d.  and  though  the  American  flour  expected 
at  the  ports,  will,  for  one  week  from  yesterday,  ar- 
rive under  a duty  of  4s.  per  bbl. — it  is  to  be  observ- 
ed that  the  averages  are  only  2d.  below  the  rates, 
which  may  cause  the  duty  again  to  recede  to  2s.  8d. 
Thursday  next.  The  probability  of  this  change  is 
greater  through  the  firmness  of  the  London  corn 
market  both  ori  Wednesday  and  this  afternoon — and 
therefore  the  true  probability  is  that  the  duty  on 
foreign  flour  may  again  be  lower,  but  at  least  that 
the  rate  will  not  very  soon  be  higher  than  4s.  per 
barrel — which  is  only  a small  duty  to  be  paid  in 
any  event. 

From  the  Bristol  Mercury,  Sept.  12. 

The  political  horizon  presents,  in  every  direction, 
a gloomy  and  threatening  appearance.  Wise  men 
say,  “Why  should  there  be  war?”  and  temperate 
men  re-echo  the  question;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
alternative  of  peace  or  war  does  not  rest  who!ljr 
with  the  wise  and  temperate.  The  French  jour- 
nalists blow  hot  and  cold  half  a dozen  times  in  the 
same  week,  one  day  being  lip  at  war  and  fever 
heat,  and  the  next  reduced  to  the  temperature  of 
peace  and  quietness.  Their  empty  vapouring 
about  the  “honor  and  dignity  of  France”  is  quite 
sickening  and  ridiculous — as  if  the  “honor  and 
dignity”  of  other  nations  had  not  to  be  consulted  as 
well  as  those  of  France — and  their  gasconades 
would  be  unworthy  of  serious  attention,  if  they 
were  not  backed  by  the  fact  that  the  warlike  pre- 
parations of  the  government  continue  unabated.  A 
contract  ha3  been  concluded  for  20,000  horses,  at 
850  francs  a piece,  and  it  is  thought  that  such  an 
enormous,  and,  in  case  of  peace,  perfectly  useless 
outlay  would  never  have  been  incurred,  if  the  go- 
vernment had  not  thought  that  there  was  at  least  a 
probability  of  hostilities.  It  certainly  appears  a 
vast  sum  to  be  expended  as  a mere  “demonstra- 
tion.” It  may  be,  that  the  French  government 
does  not  know  its  own  mind,  and  is  waiting  to  be 
governed  by  circumstances.  If  desirous  of  peace 
it  dares  not  own  itself  in  the  wrong,  or  make  the 
slightest  concession  to  secure  it,  without  arousing 
to  a pitch  of  ungovernable  fury  and  ire  of  the 
headstrong  and  giddy  population  of  Paris,  and  it  is 
even  thought  that  the  very  serious  disturbances 
amongst  the  Parisian  workmen,  which  would  have 
embarrassed  any  other  government  in  its  warlike 
preparations,  on  the  ground  of  having  plenty  to  do 
at  home,  may  even  be  an  inducement  to  the  cabinet 
of  Louis  Phillippe  to  plunge  into  foreign  hostilities 
in  order  to  preserve  the  capital  from  emeutes,  by 
directing  the  warlike  propensities  of  the  Parisians 
into  another  channel.  Our  own  government,  too, 
though  with  less  of  show  and  parade,  is  evidently 
making  preparations  lor  the  worst.  In  the  mean 
time  Mehemet  Ali  continues  obstinate,  and  the  sad 
spectacle  is  presented  of  the  question  of  peace  or 
war  amongst  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe  rest- 
ing upon  the  interests  or  caprice  of  a tyrannical 
Egyptian  pacha. 

In  Africa,  Abd  el-Kader  appears  likely  again  to 
provide  the  French  with  a sufficiency  of  work  in 
that  quarter,  and  indications  are  even  presented  of 
the  emperor  of  Morocco  taking  part  in  the  affray 
against  the  invaders. 

Ill-lated  Spain  is  still  a prey  to  internal  dissen- 
sion, and  outbreaks  and  disturbances  are  of  every 
day  occurrence.  According  to  the  last  accounts, 
Madrid  was  in  a state  of  open  rebellion  against  the 
queen’s  government,  and  a strong  party  demanded 
a change  of  regency.  In  Portugal,  too,  there  has 
been  a partial  revolt  of  the  troops. 

The  storm  is  also  gathering  on  the  coast  of  China, 
and,  in  a very  little  time,  we  may  expect  to  hear 
deqjsive  intelligence  from  that  quarter;  and  the 
Russians  are  about  to  open  the  campaign  in  great 
force  against  the  Circassians.  In  short,  the  world 
at  present  presents  a melancholy  spectacle  to  the 
friends  of  peace,  and  its  disturbed  state  is  a bitter 
commentary  upon  the  boasted  civilization  of  the 
19th  century. 

Law  suit  against  the  queen.  The  king  of  Hano- 
ver is,  it  would  appear,  determined  to  proceed  with 
his  suit  against  the  queen,  for  the  recovery  of  cer- 
tain crown  jewels  which  he  claims.  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell  is  going — one  account  says  he  has  gone — 
to  Hanover,  with  the  depositions  of  the  princess 
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Augusta,  so  that  we  may  expect  an  early  com- 
mencement of  the  litigation.  The  following  state- 
ment upon  the  subject  is  from  the  London  corres- 
pondent of  the  Caledonian  Mercury:  “There  are 
strange  doings  in  the  shape  of  constitution-making 
going  forward  at  Hanover.  King  Ernest  is  having 
it  all  his  own  way  with  his  senators.  He  is  still 
harping  at  a few  of  the  jewels  in  the  British  diadem, 
which  he  is  claiming  as  his  right,  and  insists  upon 
them  without  etiquette  or  reserve  towards  her  ma- 
jesty. I stated  last  week  that  the  depositions  of  the 
princess  Augusta  in  respect  to  them  were  taken  on 
her  sick  couch;  they  consist  of  conversations  that 
she  had  heard  fall  from  her  royal  father  and  other 
members  of  the  family,  relative  to  the  property  in 
dispute,  and  it  would  appear  that  sir  Charles  We- 
therell  has  been  iuvited  to  Hanover,  on  a' visit,  and 
to  take  them  with  him.  In  fact,  this  is  the  lawyer 
on  whose  opinion  the  king  of  Hanover  relies  to  fol- 
low up  proceedings  in  support  of  his  claim.  The 
queen  is  advised  to  treat  the  matter  with  indifference 
until  the  question  assumes  a tangible  form,  when 
the  delusion  which  he  of  Cumberland  labors  under 
will  be  dispelled,”  The  grim  monarch  has  chosen 
a time  for  his  action  the  best  fitted  for  giving  an- 
noymnce  to  the  queen,  if  it  were  possible  to  annoy 
her  majesty  by  any  such  petty  specimens  of  envy. 
How  admirably  this  proceeding  illustrates  the  tem- 
per of  the  man!  [ Dublin  Evening  Post. 

FRANCE. 

Several  insurrectionary  movements  among  the 
Parisian  operatives  had  taken  place  in  the  French 
capital  at  various  times,  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
September. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Paris  brings  news  of  the 
comparative  re-establishment  of  tranquillity.  Be- 
sides the  national  guards,  about  30,000  troops  had 
been  brought  to  Paris  from  the  environs.  Many 
English  families  were  leaving  the  capital  in  conse- 
quence of  an  absurd  and  scandalous  report  having 
been  circulated,  that  the  English  residents  were 
employed  in  distributing  money  among  the  riotous 
workmen,  for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  Capilole  of  Wednesday  says,  that  although 
the  operatives  have  returned  to  their  employment, 
the  evil  remains  as  great  as  ever;  that  an  effect  can- 
not be  produced  without  a cause,  and,  as  the  cause 
of  this  evil  has  not  been  removed,  similar  results 
are  still  to  be  apprehended. 

The  Journal  du  Havre  asserts  that  a convention 
has  been  agreed  upon  between  the  French  and 
English  governments,  that  in  case  of  war  between 
the  two  countries,  steamboats  of  either  nation  con- 
veying passengers  or  mails  are  to  be  considered  and 
respected  as  neutrals. 

Louis  Bonaparte,  the  father  of  the  young  prince 
Napoleon,  and  formerly  king  of  Holland,  (the  hus- 
band of  Hortense),  has  written  the  following  letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  Paris  Journal  du  Commerce: 
“Florence,  Aug.  24th. 

“Sir — I pray  you  to  receive  the  following  decla- 
ration: I know  that  publicity  is  a strange,  and 
perhaps  singular,  method  to  have  recourse  to;  but 
when  a father  who  is  old,  afflicted  by  disease,  ex- 
patriated by  law,  has  no  other  means  of  assisting 
an  unfortunate  son,  every  one  who  can  appreciate 
a father’s  feelings  must  approve  it.  I am  convinc- 
ed that  my  son,  the  only  one  left  to  me,  has  been 
the  victim  of  an  infamous  intrigue,  and  that  he  was 
seduced  by  false  friends,  vile  flatterers,  and  perhaps 
by  insidious  advice,  and  therefore  to  remain  silent 
would  be  to  be  wanting  in  duty,  and  to  expose  my- 
selfto  bitter  regrets. 

“I  declare,  then,  that  my  son  has  fallen  the  third 
time  into  a frightful  snare,  since  it  is  impossible 
that  any  man  of  common  sense  should  have  deli- 
berately thrown  himself  into  such  a precipice.  If 
he  be  guilty,  the  truly  guilty  are  those  who  seduced 
and  led  him  astray.  I particularly  declare,  with  a 
religious  horror,  that  the.  insult  offered  to  my  son 
by  confining  him  in  the  dungeon  of  an  infamous  as- 
sassin, is  a monstrous  cruelty,  anti-French,  and  an 
outrage  as  vile  as  it  is  insidious. 

“As  a father  profoundly  afflicted,  as  a good 
Frenchman  chastened  by  thirty  years’  exile,  as  a 
brother  and,  I dare  to  say  it,  the  pupil  ofhim  whose 
statues  are  about  being  re-established,  I recortlmend 
my  deluded  son  to  all  those  who  have  the  feelings 
of  a Frenchman  and  a parent. 

LOUIS  DE  ST.  LEU.” 

RUSSIA. 

From  Khiva,  through  Delhi,  we  have  only  now 
received  the  intelligence  of  the  retrogade  move- 
ment of  the  Russians,  which  was  known  here, 
through  St.  Petersburgh,  nearly  six  months  ago. — 
It  will  be  recoilected  that  the  intelligence  received 
from  Khiva,  through  Delhi,  of  the  approach  of  the 
Russians,  about  three  months  ago,  caused  some 
alarm,  from  the  supposition  that  there  was  a second 


and  successful  expedition.  All  doubts  are  now  at 
an  end.  The  Russians  have  returned. 

Berlin , Aug.  10.  Letters  from  St.  Petersburgh 
bring  the  important  news  that  orders  have  been  sent 
from  the  Russian  admiralty  to  Cronstadt,  immedi- 
ately to  send  18  men  of  war  to  the  Mediterranean. 
When  these  18  sail  shall  have  joined  the  squadron 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Stopford,  he  will 
have  a fleet  of  48  sail,  22  English,  4 Austrian,  4 
Turkish,  and  18  Russian.  Besides  those  some 
English  ships  of  the  line  w ill  shortly  be  ordered  to 
reinforce  the  fleet  in  the  Levant. 

SPAIN. 

Ill-fated  Spain  is  still  a prey  to  internal  dissen- 
sion, and  outbreaks  and  disturbances  are  of  every 
day  occurrence.  According  to  the  last  accounts, 
Madrid  was  in  a state  of  open  rebellion  against  the 
queen’s  government,  and  a strong  party  demanded 
a change  of  regency. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Royal  Tar  steamer  arrived  at  Falmouth  on 
Saturday  with  the  Peninsular  mails.  The  dates  are 
from  Corfu  the  14th,  Malta  the  17th,  Gibrallar  the 
27th,  Lisbon  the  31st  of  August,  and  Oporto  the  1st 
and  Vigo  the  2d  inst. 

The  accounts  from  Portugal  possess  more  than 
the  usual  degree  of  interest.  The  differences  be- 
tween the  moderate  and  septembrist  parties,  the 
latter  being  the  supporters  of  the  existing  constitu- 
tion, will,  to  all  appearance,  terminate  in  an  ctpen 
rupture,  the  result  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  foresee. 
It  has  been  for  some  time  evident  that  an  under- 
standing has  subsisted  between  the  tw'o  peninsular 
governments  that  Ihey  should  reciprocally  modify 
the  popular  institutions  which  had  been  established 
during  the  civil  contests;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that 
all  their  movements  to  accomplish  that  object  have 
been  looked  upon  with  great  jealousy  by  the  ex- 
treme parties,  both  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  Matters 
will  not,  however,  be  speedily  brought  to  a crisis, 
as  the  6th  regiment  of  the  Portuguese  infantry  sta- 
tioned at  Abrantes  were  in  open  revolt  when  the 
Royal  Tar  left  the  Tagus,  and  it  was  with  the  ut- 
most difficulty  that  the  ministers  could  induce  other 
troops  to  proceed  against  them  from  Lisbon.  It  is, 
therefore,  quile  uncertain  how  the  matter  may  end, 
and  it  is  rather  ominious  that  this  day’s  mail  brings 
intelligence  of  an  insurrectionary  movement  in  the 
Spanish  capital  precisely  on  the  same  grounds.  In 
each  of  the  cases  the  ostensible  demand  made  by 
the  insurrectionary  parties  is  the  dismissal  of  the 
moderado  ministers;  but  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that 
the  contest  which  has  been  carried  on  for  years  in 
the  peninsula,  nominally  for  the  succession  to  their 
respective  crowns,  was  essentially  a war  of  princi- 
ples, and  that  the  collision  which  will  finally  decide 
the  triumph  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties,  has 
now  commenced  in  good  earnest.  The  private  let- 
ters from  Lisbon  state  that  the  ministers  can  place 
but  little  confidence  in  the  fidelity  of  the  army,  and 
that  it  is  perfectly  understood  that  the  popular,  or 
septembrist  party  have  for  a considerable  time  main- 
tained an  active  correspondence  with  the  Spanish 
liberals. 

The  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States  had 
been  finally  agreed  upon,  and  signed,  on  the  basis 
that  no  differential  imposts  shall  be  levied  on  Ame- 
rican ships  or  goods  in  the  Portuguese  ports,  which 
will  give  them  at  once  a decided  advantage  over 
British  subjects. 

TURKEY  AND  EGYPT. 

Constantinople,  Aug.  18.  Every  thing  indicates 
that  important  events  are  expected.  An  army  of 
30,000  men  will  shortly  be  assembled  on  the  Asiatic 
coast  of  the  Bosphorus. 

Letters  from  Constantinople  received  in  Alexan- 
dria state  that  the  expedition  against  Syria  would 
consist  of  15,000  Turks,  2,000  Austrains,  5,000 
English! 

The  following  is  the  short  letter  sent  to  the  porte 
in  the  Haji  Baba  steamer  by  Mehemet  Ali; — 
“Wallah,  ballah,  tillah”  (an  oath,  by  God).  “I 
will  not  yield  a span  of  the  land  I possess,  and  if 
war  is  made  against  me,  1 will  turn  the  empire 
upside  down,  and  be  buried  in  its  ruins.  Mehemet 
Ali.” 

August  19.  The  Turkish  fleet  consisting  of  1 line 
of  battle  ship,  1 frigate,  2 sloops,  &c.  under  com- 
mand of  capt.  Walker,  R.  N.  will  probably  leave  to- 
morrow. There  are  4 English  vessels,  deeply  laden, 
reported  at  the  Dardanelles,  among  them  the  Tides, 
from  Cardiff. 

The  London  Times  of  Thursday,  10!h  instant, 
(half  past  3 o’clock),  published  the  following  in  a 
second  edition:  “Extraordinary  express  from  Paris 
— -commencement  of  coercive  measures  against  Me- 
hemet Ali.” 

Commodore  Napier,  in  command  of  a portion  of 
the  British  fleet,  arrived  at  Beyrout  in  Syria,  from 
which  place  he  issued  the  following  proclamatory 
letter: 


Copy  of  a letter  to  N.  Moore,  esq.  her  majesty’s  con- 
sul at  Beyrout. 

Sir:  I beg  you  will  communicate  to  the  consuls 
of  the  different  powers,  and  to  the  British  merchants 
at  Beyrout,  that  Great  Britain,  Russia,  Austria  and 
Prussia  have  decided  that  Syria  is  be  restored  to  the 
porte.  I have  demanded  that  the  Turkish  troops 
be  put  under  my  protection,  and  that  the  arms  be 
restored  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lebanon.  I trust 
the  governor  will  not  provoke  hostilities;  if  he  does, 
the  responsibility  of  uselessly  shedding  blood  must 
be  on  his  own  head.  I have  the  honor  to  be  yours, 
&c.  CHARLES  NAPIER,  commodore . 

His  demands  being  resisted,  he  has  since  seized 
and  made  reprisals  on  several  trading  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  pacha,  also  a war  cutter,  a steam  fri- 
gate, and  a brig  loaded  with  ammunition  and  mus- 
kets. This  decisive  act  has  greatly  incensed  the 
pacha,  and  great  excitement  prevails  as  to  the  course 
which  France  will  pursue  in  the  matter. 

Commodore  Napier  remained  at  Beyrout,  with 
four  or  five  ships  of  war,  moored  broadside  on  to  the 
town,  which  tie  could  destroy — the  people  had 
nearly  all  fled  to  the  neighboring  mountains.  The 
pacha  seems  resolutely  determined  to  resist  the  de- 
mands of  the  four  powers;  and  although  a specified 
time  had  been  given  in  order  for  him  to  delay  his 
reply,  yet  he  has  positively  stated  his  intention  to 
resist,  and  tells  the  consuls  they  need  not  wait  any 
delay,  as  his  determination  is  irrevocably  fixed.  He 
is  making  great  preparations  for  war,  by  the  outfit- 
ing  of  ships  as  well  as  by  the  erection  of  forts  along 
the  line  of  coast. 

Advices,  dated  Malta,  September  1,  announce  (hat 
the  British  steamer  Aiecto,  which  left  Beyrout  on 
the  24th,  and  Alexandria  on  the  27th,  arrived  in 
Malta  on  the  31st. 

On  her  departure  from  Beyrout,  commodore  Na- 
pier not  having  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  evacua- 
tion of  that  city  by  the  Egyptians,  had  anchored 
farther  out  with  his  four  ships. 

The  convoy  of  Turkish  troops  had  not  arrived. 

Syria  continued  tranquil. 

Admiral  Stopiord  was  before  Alexandria  with 
three  ships  of  the  line,  one  frigate,  and  two  Bri- 
tish steamers,  with  two  Austrain  frigates  and  a cor- 
vette. 

Mehemet  Ali  persisted  in  his  refusal.  Alexan- 
dria enjoyed'  the  most  perfect  tranquillity.  Rifat 
bey  was  still  there. 

Alexandria,  Aug.  16.  The  arrival  of  Rifat  bey  and 
Mr.  Alison,  in  the  Biar-Tahir  steamer  from  Con- 
stantinople, on  the  11th  instant,  with  the  ultimatum 
of  the  four  powers,  produced  a great  sensation  here. 
Next  day  (the  12th ) her  Britannic  majesty’s  con- 
sul, Mr.  J.  W.  Larking,  called  together  the  British 
merchants,  residents,  &c.  and  communicated  to 
them  the  contents  of  a circular  letter  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  consul  general,  colonel  Hodges, 
conveying  general,  but  in  guarded  terms,  an  intima- 
tion of  the  presentcritical  state  of  thinks,  and  pretty 
strongly  hinting  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  the 
worst  by  limiting  their  credits  and  arraigning  their 
affairs. 

Dover,  Sept.  9.  A messenger  arrived  this  after- 
noon from  Constantinople  with  despatches  from  the 
foreign  office,  and  with  the  ratification  by  the  Otto- 
man porte  of  the  treaty  by  the  four  powers  for  the 
settlement  of  the  eastern  question.  It  was  stated  by 
some  of  the  passengers  by  the  government  packet 
from  Calais,  that  orders  had  been  issued  by  the 
French  government  for  placing  both  Calais  and 
Dunkirk  in  a state  of  defence.  It  is  probable  that 
the  works  of  these  towns  are  ordered  to  undergo 
some  repairs;  and  this  may  have  given  rise  to  the 
statements;  but  as  indication  of  the  determination 
of  the  French  government  to  assume  a hostile  atti- 
tude, it  is  obvious  that  the  report  is  not  worth  notice. 

AFRICA. 

A new  colony.  A French  paper  gives  an  account 
of  two  Frenchmen,  Messrs.  Delgorgue  and  Cam- 
pion, who  went,  two  years  ago,  to  the  south  coast  of 
Africa,  to  enter  into  commercial  and  other  relations 
with  the  Caffres.  M.  Delgorgue,  says  the  latter, 
penetrated  into  the  centre  of  Caffraria,  and  has 
made  himself  the  chief  of  a new  colony,  chiefly  of 
Dutch,  to  whom  he  has  given  the  tri-color,  and  for 
whom  he  has  made  treaties  with  king  Pouda. 

ALGIERS. 

Abd-el-Kader  appears  likely  again  to  provide 
the  French  with  a sufficiency  of  work  in  that  quar- 
ter, and  indications  are  even  presented  of  the  empe- 
ror of  Morocco  taking  part  in  the  affray  against  the 
invaders. 

CHINA  AND  INDIA. 

London,  September  10.  By  an  extraordinary  ex- 
press, intelligence  has  been  received  from  China, 
India  and  Egypt,  (in  anticipation  of  the  overland 
mail,  which  left  Bombay  on  the  23d  of  July,)  by 
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the  Prometheus,  which  left  Malta  on  Tuesday,  the 
1st  of  September.  The  Prometheus  put  into  Tou- 
lon, in  order  to  land  Mr.  Moore,  queen’s  messenger, 
with  important  despatches,  not  being  able  to  make 
Marseilles,  it  blowing  a tremendous  gale  from  the 
northwest.  The  French  authorities  at  Toulon  wish- 
ed to  take  the  Marseilles  mail,  thus  putting  them- 
selves in  possession  of  all  the  eastern  intelligence. 
Commander  Spark  very  wisely  resisted,  and  for- 
bade any  of  his  people  ter  tell  any  news. 

The  first  part  of  the  expedition  against  China 
sailed  on  the  30th  of  May,  and  the  remainder  on 
the  2d  of  June,  conveyed  by  the  Wellesley,  Cruiser, 
Algerine,  Conway,  and  Atalanta  and  Queen  steam- 
ers. The  Melville,  Blond,  and  two  sloops  of  war 
passed  the  straits  of  Anjeer  on  the  10th  of  June,  for 
China.  Admiral  Elliott  must  have  arrived  there. — 
Additional  transports  had  been  taken  up  at  Calcutta, 
and  fresh  troops  were  to  be  embarked  at  Madras  for 
China. 

The  English  merchants  still  remain  at  Macao. — 
The  Americans  are  preparing  to  quit  Canton.  Mr. 
Snow,  the  American  consul,  had  arrived  thence  at 
Singapore.  A report  prevailed  that  the  emperor 
had,  at  length,  been  convinced  of  governor  Lin’s 
mismanagement,  and  had  degraded  him  by  three 
degrees. 

The  Russians  had  not  reached  Khiva. 

The  Ghilzers  were  still  in  revolt,  and  it  was  fear- 
ed that  a new  rebellion  would  take  place  in  Nepaul. 
Scliah  Sooja  was  so  unpopular  that  it  had  become 
necessary  to  reintorce  our  army  in  Cabul. 

Five  companies  of  infantry  and  some  artillery  had 
lelt  Bombay  for  Aden. 

The  Dutch  were  at  war  with  the  Achines. 

The  Americans  were  making  every  preparation 
to  expedite  their  business  before  the  arrival  of  our 
expedition.  In  the  course  of  next  month,  we  may 
expect  to  hear  at  least  of  their  arrival  in  Chiua,  if 
not  of  their  doings. 

The  following  British  ships  of  war,  composing 
the  Chinese  squadron,  are  now  supposed  to  be  be- 
fore China. 

At  China,  on  the  19th  May,  her  majesty’s  ships 
Druid,  44  guns;  Hyacinth,  18,  and  Volage,  26 — 
Left  Singapore  with  despatches  for  Macao,  on  the 
19th  May,  her  majesty’s  ship  Alligator,  28  guns. 
Sailed  from  Singapore,  on  the  30th  of  May,  with 
steamers  and  transports,  her  majesty’s  ships  Wel- 
lesley, (bearing  the  flag  of  the  commodore),  74 
guns;  Cruiser,  18,  arid  Algerine,  10.  Was  to  sail 
on  the  4th  of  June,  her  majesty’s  ship  Conway,  26 
guns,  from  Singapore.  Remaining  at  Singapore,  to 
take  on  the  mail  at  the  same  date,  the  Larne,  18 
guns.  Were  spoken  in  the  Anjeer  channel,  on  the 
10th  of  June,  on  their  way  to  China  direct,  her  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Melville,  74,  (bearing  the  (lag  of  the 
admiral  commander-in-chief);  Blond,  46;  Modeste, 
18,  and  Pylades,  18.  Under  orders  for  sailing  from 
the  Cape  to  China,  on  the  25th  of  April,  her  ma- 
jesty’s ships  Columbine,  18;  Nimrod,  20;  Blenheim, 
74;  and  Oyestes,  18.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
Herald,  Pelorus,  Favourite,  Andromache,  (and  the 
Pique),  as  was  originally  stated,  will  form  any  part 
of  the  Chinese  expedition;  the  Pique,  indeed,  is  now 
otf  Alexandria.  The  Pelorus  got  on  shore  at  Port 
Essington,  in  a gale  of  wind. 

The  letters  received  by  the  overland  mail  from 
India,  were  delivered  in  town  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing. Advices  from  Macao,  to  the  29th  of  May, 
state  that  the  Chinese  authorities  have  levied  an  ad- 
ditional export  duty  of  one  tael  per  pecul  on  tea. — 
The  quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain,  including 
what  was  still  at  Toorikoo,  amounted  to  20J  mil- 
lions of  pounds,  and  by  the  end  of  the  season  "it  was 
not  expected,  under  the  rno9t  favorable  circum- 
stances, to  exceed  25J  millions  of  pounds.  _ 

At  Calcutta,  it  was  believed  the  rains  had  greatly 
damaged  the  indigo  crops.  Opium  w\os  selling  at 
very  high  prices  for  the  smuggling  trade  to  Chfna, 
some  of  the  clippers  having  returned  horn  the  coast 
with  large  sums  in  specie,  ready  to  renew  their  ope- 
rations. 

Destinution  of  the  expedition,  and  point  of  attack. 
It  has  been  very  generally  surmised  that  the  pre- 
liminary operation  of  the  expedition  will  be  to  bat- 
ter down  the  Bogue  forts;  and  we  believe  there  is 
no  doubt  that  such  are  the  instructions  of  sir  Gor- 
don Bremer.  But  we  understand  the  campaign  is 
to  be  opened  by  the  taking  possession  of  Macao  at 
the  same  time,  we  presume  under  some  arrange- 
ments effected  at  home  between  the  British  and 
Portuguese  governments.  To  occupy  the  islands, 
or  some  towns  on  the  coast,  will  not,  we  feel  satis- 
fied, be  sufficient  to  alarm  the  imperial  court — 
nothing  short  of  a march  on  Pekin  will  arouse  the 
imperial  government.  We  think  the  present  force 
competent  to  this,  providing  we  content  ourselves 
with  garrisoning  Macao,  and  leaving  a small  naval 


force  there,  without  occupying  other  positions  on 
the  coast.  For  the  success  of  such  an  enterprise, 
however,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  our  force 
should  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ki  Ho  long  before 
the  approach  of  winter.  That  is  now. 

The  shipping  in  China  had  removed  from  Tong- 
koo  to  Capsingmoon.  The  large  importations  and 
competition  among  so  many  vessels  on  the  coast  had 
caused  a material  decline  in  opium.  The  Sylph, 
alter  a month’s  cruise,  had  only  sold  fifteen  chests, 
the  trade  being  interrupted  by  war  junks  and  Man- 
darin boats.  The  Cowasjee  Family,  Sylpk,  Lady 
Hayes,  and  Omega,  were  all  attacked  by  junks,  and 
so  successfully,  that  after  an  action  in  which  the 
Cowasjee  alone  expended  forty  round  shot,  besides 
grape  and  canister,  the  ships  were  obliged  to  make 
their  escape,  as  soon  as  they  could  get  under  weigh 
and  the  wind  permitted.  We  have  not  heard  that 
any  lives  were  lost. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Swan  River.  Sydney  papers  have  arrived  to  the 
3d  of  May.  The  Sydney  Herald  of  the  1st  contains 
an  extract  from  the  Perth  Gazette,  which  gives  de- 
tails of  a violent  hurricane  which  took  place  at  port 
Essington,  Swan  River,  on  the  25lh  of  November 
last.  About  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening  a squall 
from  the  southward  worked  gradually  towards  the 
settlement,  and  extended  itself  in  a very  heavy 
thunder  storm,  accompanied  with  the  most  vivid 
forked  lightning,  with  rain  and  wind.  This  con- 
tinued for  about  three  hours.  At  ten  the  hurricane 
commenced,  rendering  the  scene  altogether  fright- 
ful in  the  extreme.  Trees  were  torn  up  in  every 
direction.  Every  house  in  the  settlement,  with  the 
exception  of  the  officers’  mess  house,  store  and  ho- 
spital, was  blown  down.  The  harbor  was  one  sheet 
of  foam.  Her  majesty’s  ship  Britomart  was  seen  to 
drift  before  dark,  and  her  majesty’s  ship  Pelorus 
was  riding  heavily  at  her  anchors.  From  ten  till 
daylight  the  hurricane  raged  with  unabated  fury. — 
At  daylight  the  scene  of  devastation  was  melancho- 
ly in  the  extreme.  The  Pelorus  was  on  shore  on 
her  broadside  at  Minto  Head,  havinglosteightmen, 
including  Mr.  Keltie,  the  gunner.  Many  of  the 
ship’s  company  were  up  to  their  necks  in  water, 
and  others  were  holding  on  by  the  weather  rigging, 
the  sea  breaking  violently  over  them.  The  church 
was  blown  down.  All  the  houses,  boat  sheds,  ar- 
morer’s shop,  &c.  were  destroyed.  All  the  bodies, 
save  one,  of  the  unfortunate  men  who  perished,  were 
picked  up.  Port  Essington  is  now  a perfect  wilder- 
ness. 

North  west  coast  of  Hew  Holland.  A South  Aus- 
tralian paper,  in  noticing  the  discoveries  on  the  north 
west  coast  of  New  Holland  by  her  majesty’s  ship 
Beagle,  says:— “But  the  most  interesting  intelli- 
gence of  all  is  the  discovery  on  the  north  west  coast 
of  New  Holland  of  three  immense  rivers,  stretching 
so  far  into  the  interior  as  to  admit  of  reaching  by 
their  channel  almost  the  centre  of  this  vast  conti- 
nent.” 

CUBA. 

It  is  stated  that  in  the  year  1839,  the  imports 
from  the  island  of  Cuba,  exceeded  $12,500,000;  an 
amount  greater  by  one-quarter  than  all  our  imports 
from  Russia,  Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal,  Mexico, 
Peru  and  Chili  united. 

MEXICO. 

The  barbue  Eugenia,  at  New  York,  left  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  26th  August.  The  government  con- 
ducta,  consisting  of  abo«it  $300,000  dollars,  had  le/t 
Mexico  on  the  19th  August,  destined  for  Vera  Cruz, 
at  which  place  money  had  become  exceedingly 
scarce,  owing  to  recent  revolutionary  movements 
of  the  federal  party  at  the  capital.  The  revolt  of 
the  5th  and  6th  regiments  on  the  15th  July,  had 
been  compromised  and  settled  on  the  27th.  The  lives 
of  those  concerned  were  guaranteed  by  the  supreme 
government,  but  the  principal  chiefs  had  received 
their  passports  to  quit  the  country,  and  were  pre- 
paring to  leave.  President  Bustamente  had  asked 
to  be  invested  with  extraordinary  powers,  but  con- 
gress had  not  granted  them  on  the  19th  August. 
His  ministers  had  sent  in  their  resignation,  but 
continued  to  discharge  the  functions  ol  their  respec- 
tive offices.  Tranquillity  prevailed  at  Tampico  on 
the  9th  of  August,  a revolt  of  the  troops  having  been 
anticipated.  The  Texan  navy,  or  a part  thereof, 
under  command  of  commodore  Moore,  was  cruising 
off' Vera  Cruz  on  the  24th  August,  but  not,  as  sup- 
posed, with  any  hostile  intention. 

The  Vera  Cruz  Monitor  avers  that  “the  whole 
mass  at  Mexico,  armed  and  unarmed,  were  in  favor 
of  the  revolution;  that  Valencia,  Bustamente,  Stc. 
were  cooped  up  in  the  citadel,  with  a small  band  of 
the  army,  and  did  not  teel  safe  elsewhere;  and  that 
if  a leader,  who  was  known  to  and  possessed  the 
full  confidence  of  the  people,  had  presented  himself, 
the  revolution  would  have  been  lull  and  complete. 
Public  opinion,  it  says,  is  fixed — it  is  stronger  than 


physical  power — it  sees  the  present  government 
supported  by  the  bayonet  alone — it  waits  for  the 
re-establishment  of  liberal  institutions — and  should 
the  rulers  prove  faithless  to  their  pledge,  they  will 
soon  again  find  the  guards  of  the  capital  unfaithful, 
and  men  without  breeches  congregate  to  form  a 
government  to  suit  themselves.” 

The  Mexican  Cosmopolila,  of  July  29th,  says — 
“it  would  need  the  pen  of  Jeremiah  to  lament  pro- 
perly over  the  miseries  and  calamities  of  the  city, 
which  was  once  the  mistress  of  the  new  world.  In 
the  melancholy  days  which  have  just  pased,  the 
eye  could  not  have  been  tqrned  in  a direction  that 
it  would  not  encounter  death,  lamentation  and  de- 
solation. The  palace  is  made  a perfect  riddle.  The 
bulwark  of  the  south  is  destroyed.  The  portal 
which  leads  in  the  direction  of  Montevilla  is  ruined. 
The  better  edifices  of  the  centre  have  suffered  ex- 
ceedingly, and  innumerable  buildings  at  a distance 
have  been  injured  by  spent  balls.  Persons  of  all 
classes,  ages  and  sexes,  who  had  offended  in  nothing, 
were  killed,  not  only  in  the  streets,  but  in  their 
apartments.” 

Discovery  of  mummies  at  Durango,  Mexico.  A 
million  of  mummies,  it  is  stated,  have  lately  been 
discovered  in  the  environs  of  Durango  in  Mexico. 
They  are  in  a sitting  posture,  but  have  the  same 
wrappings,  bands  and  ornaments,  as  the  Egyptian. 
Among  them  was  found  a poinard  of  flint,  with  a 
sculptured  handle,  chaplets,  necklaces,  &c.  of  alter- 
nately colored  beads,  fragments  of  bones  polished 
like  ivory,  fine  worked  elastic  tissues,  (proba- 
bly our  modern  India  rubber  cloth),  moccasins 
worked  like  those  of  our  Indians  now,  bones  of  vi- 
pers, &c.  It  remains  to  continue  these  interesting 
researches,  and  America  will  soon  become  another 
Egypt  to  antiquaries,  and  her  ruins  will  go  back  to 
the  oldest  period  of  the  world,  showing  doubtless, 
that  the  ancestors  of  the  Montezumas  lived  on  the 
Nile,  and  that  theirluxurious  civilization  was  brok- 
en and  overpowered  by  the  hardy  hordes  of  Asiatic 
Tartars,  who  came  down  from  Bhering’s  Straits 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  scenes  of  Attila 
and  Alaric  in  Rome  and  Greece,  were  rehearsed  at 
an  earlier  day  on  the  shores  of  California,  and  the 
plains  of  Mexico.  It  is  unknown  in  the  mummies 
above  mentioned,  what  kind  of  embalmment  w'as 
used,  or  whether  it  was  nitrous  depositions  in  the 
caves  where  they  are  found.  A fact  of  importance 
is  stated,  that  the  shells  of  the  necklaces  are  of  a 
marine  shell  found  at  Zicatecas,  on  the  Pacific, 
where  the  Columbus  of  their  forefathers,  probably, 
therefore  landed  from  the  Malay,  Hindoostan,  or 
Chinese  coast,  or  from  islands  in  the  Indian  ocean. 

£ Texas  Star. 

CANADA. 

The  Detriot  Advertiser  states  on  the  authority  of 
a letter  from  England,  that  the  political  convicts 
from  Canada,  in  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  will  ere  long 
be  pardoned,  and  permited  to  return  home. 

— C 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Election  of  president.  The  following  ex- 
tract from  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  shows  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
the  election  of  president: 

The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states, 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  president  and  vice  president, 
one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  same  state  with  themselves;  they  shall  name  in 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  president,  and 
in  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  vice  pre- 
sident; and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  per- 
sons voted  for  as  president,  and  of  the  number  of 
votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  cer- 
tify, and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  directed  to  the  president 
of  the  senate;  the  president  of  the  senate  shall,  in 
the  presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall 
then  be  counted;  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  for  president,  shall  be  the  presi- 
dent if  such  number  be  a majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  electors  appointed:  and  if  no  person  have 
such  majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  ttie 
highest  numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  president,  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the  pre- 
sident. But,  in  choosing  the  president,  the  votes 
shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from 
each  state  having  one  vote;  a quorum  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  consist  of  a member  or  members  from 
two-thirds  of  the  states,  and  a majority  of  all  the 
states  shall  be  necessary  to  a choice.  And  if  the 
house  of  representatives  shall  not  choose  a president 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon 
them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  follow- 
ing, then  the  vice  president  shall  act  as  president, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional 
disability  of  the  president. 
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The  Oregon.  It  is  time  that  the  question  of’ 
jurisdiction  over  the  Oregon  territory,  now  mooted 
by  the  English  and  this  government,  were  examin- 
ed and  the  facts  clearly  ascertained  and  settled, 
whether  we  are  entitled  to  that  country,  as  is  ge- 
nerally believed,  or  whether  the  English  can  claim 
it  according  to  the  law  of  nations.  The  longer  that 
the  adjustment  of  this  question  is  delayed,  the  more 
difficult  it  will  be  to  come  to  an  amicable  settle- 
ment. The  Hudson  Bay  company  already  act  as 
if  the  whole  of  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  American  citizens,  who  are  engaged 
in  similar  undertakings,  and  are  struggling  with  dif- 
ficulties thus  thrown  in  their  way.  [Mir.  Jour. 

The  St.  Louis  Gazette  says  that  the  value  of  the 
furs  and  peltries  obtained  by  the  American  Fur  com- 
pany, the  last  year,  consisting  of  beaver,  buffalo, 
otter,  dear  skins,  &c.  is  about  $250,000.  Their 
operations  have  been  much  circumscribed  recently, 
on  the  west,  by  the  Hudson  Bay  company,  who  pos- 
sesses the  great  advantage  of  introducing  the  goods 
required  lor  carrying  on  the  trade,  free  of  duty.  In 
the  Rocky  Mountain  expedition  undertaken  two  or 
three  years  since,  by  the  American  Fur  company, 
they  sustained  a loss  of  $60,000,  being  unable  to 
compete  with  the  Hudson  Bay  company,  for  the 
reason  above  stated.  The  branch  of  the  latter  com- 
pany, in  the  Columbia,  has  obtained  the  present 
season  about  one  hundred  packs  of  beaver,  worth  at 
least  $40,000  two-thirds  of  which  has  been  taken 
on  the  territory  claimed  by  the  United  States.  With 
this  competition,  the  American  Fur  company  have 
found  it  necessary  to  confine  their  trade  to  the  Mis- 
souri river  and  its  tributaries,  leaving  the  uncon- 
trolled possession  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the 
Oregon  territory  to  the  English  company. 

We  learn  Rom  the  Gazette  that  the  Hudson  Bay 
company  now  extend  their  trade  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains,  even  to  within  fifteen  days  travel  of  the 
city  of  St.  Louis — and  many  of  the  fur  hunters,  who 
were  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  Americans,  have 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  for  employment  to  the 
British  company.  The  editor  further  says  that  he 
should  not  be  surprised  to  find  within  a year  or  two, 
that  Great  Britain  lays  claim  to  some  three  or  four 
of  the  western  counties  of  Missouri,  as  they  now 
claim  a portion  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

Fur  trade.  Statement  of  skins  sold  by  the  Hud- 
son’s Bay  Fur  company,  for  four  years,  commenc- 


ing  with  December,  1834 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

Beaver 

98,288 

78,908 

46,063 

82,927 

Martin 

64,490 

61,005 

52,749 

156,118 

Otter 

22,303 

15,487 

8,432 

15,934 

Fox,  silver  & cross  1,063 

9J0 

471 

2,147 

Do.  other  sorts 

8,876 

8,701 

1,924 

822,861 

Muskrat 

649,192 

1,111,616 

160,906 

738,549 

Bear 

7,457 

4,127 

1,715 

8,763 

Ermine 

491 

— 

— 

— 

Fisher 

5,296 

2,479 

1,327 

6,115 

Lynx 

14,255 

9,990 

3,762 

31,887 

Mink 

25,100 

17,809 

12,218 

27,150 

Wolf 

8,484 

3,722 

307 

7,031 

Badger 

1,009 

698 

201 

754 

Swan 

7,918 

4,703 

12 

6,600 

Raccoon 

713 

522 

99 

585 

Lake  harbors.  The  Cleveland  Herald  says 
that  nearly  all  the  harbors  on  the  lakes  are  going 
to  destruction.  A large  portion  of  one  of  the  piers 
at  Black  River  was  swept  away  last  spring,  for  the 
want  of  trifling  repairs  the  season  previous.  The 
storms  of  the  present  fall  and  the  coming  spring 
will  probably  “finish  the  work.”  At  Fairport  and 
Huron  the  public  works  are  in  a bad  condition,  and 
need  repairs  to  preserve  them  from  destruction. 
We  are  informed  that  the  harbor  property  at  Huron 
is  to  be  sold,  and  the  works  abandoned.  The  works 
at  Vermillion,  but  partially  completed,  have  been 
stopped,  and  all  hopes  of  a harbor  under  the  present 
administration  given  up.  “On  all  of  our  lake  har- 
bors,” adds  the  Herald,  “large  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended, and  more  appropriations  are  necessary. — 
Look  at  our  own  harbor.  A considerable  porlion 
of  the  eastern  pier  has  been  reconstructed  with 
stone  in  the  most  durable  manner.  But  the  works 
has  been  abandoned  for  months,  and  now  we  are 
told  that  the  public  property  used  in  constructing 
the  harbor  is  to  be  sold  by  order  of  the  government, 
and  the  w'ork  suspended  indefinitely.  By  order  of 
the  department  of  , topographical  engineers,  the 
public  property  belonging  to  the  United  States’ 
works  at  several  of  the  harbors  on  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Michigan,  such  as  scows,  boats,  dredge  boats, 
pile  drivers,  tools  of  various  kinds,  &c.  8cc.  have 
been,  or  are  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  prepara- 
tory to  abandoning  the  unfinished  works!  At  Mi- 
chigan city,  the  only  harbor  of  Indiana  on  Lake 
Michigan,  a point  second  in  importance  to  Chicago 
on  that  lake,  a portion  of  the  tools  and  necessary 


fixtures  of  the  harbor  were  struck -off  to  the  high- 
est bidder  by  order  of  government!  The  govern- 
ment property  of  all  descriptions  pertaining  to  the 
harbor  at  Michigan  city  cost  $35,000  or  $40,000, 
and  the  important  work  is  abandoned  before  any 
thing  like  a permanent  harbor  has  been  construct- 
ed.” 

Rhode  Island  banks.  Statement  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  banks  in  Rhode  Island,  on  Friday,  Sept. 
18,  1840,  as  the  same  appears  from  the  returns 
made  to  the  bank  commissioners: 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock,  $9,973,315  00 

Bills  in  circulation,  1,532,803  75 

Balances  due  other  banks,  459,380  21 

Nett  profits  on  hand,  426,006  18 

Dividends  unpaid,  34,291  77 

Deposites  on  interest,  440,296  96 

Deposites  not  on  interest,  844,064  60 


Total  amount  of  liabilities,  $13,710,158  47 
Resources. 

Loans  and  discounts,  11,788  340  93 

Specie  in  bank,  305,167  78 

Bills  of  other  banks,  329,322  38 

Balances  due  from  other  banks,  801,213  16 

Stock  in  own  bank,  151,273  95 

Stock,  real  estate,  and  other  property,  334,840  27 


Total  amount  of  resources,  13,710,158  47 

Of  the  bills  and  notes  discounted, 
there  is  due  out  of  the  state,  the 
sum  of  4,027,931  45 

And  payable  in  the  state,  7,760,409  48 

Of  the  circulation,  there  is  held  by 

the  banks,  256, 75S  89 

In  the  hands  of  the  public,  1,276,044  86 

By  comparing  the  above  abstract 
with  the  returns  made  to  the  com- 
missioners, August  3d,  1840,  it  ap- 
pears that  since  that  date,  the  cir- 
culation has  been  increased  116,121  75 

The  specie  has  been  reduced  33,226  18 

The  deposites,  including  dividends 

unpaid,  have  been  increased  22,303  48 

And  the  loans  and  discounts  have 

been  increased  43,880  25 

army — Orders. 

Quartermaster’s  department. — Captain  Ketcbum 
relieves  captain  Heitzelman  at  Tallahassee;  capt. 
H.  proceeds  to  Fort  Fanning. 

Medical  staff. — Surgeon  B.  F.  Harney,  ordered 
to  Cedar  Keys;  Fla.;  asst.  sur.  L.  Sprague,  from 
Hancock  barracks  to  Fort  Brooke.  Surgeon  E. 
Macomb,  to  join  the  8th  infantry,  and  accompany 
it  to  Florida;  asst.  sur.  W.  Maffit,  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. Assistant  surgeons  W.  T.  Leonard,  and  J. 
S.  Griffin,  each  to  accompany  a detachment  of  the 
3d  infantry  to  Florida.  Richard  F.  Simpson,  of 
Va.  appointed  asst,  surgeon  August  1.  Leave  for 
three  months  from  August  26,  to  asst,  surgeon  E. 
Worrell. 

Topographical  engineers. — Major  J.  D.  Graham 
and  lieuts.  T.  J.  Lee  and  George  Thom,  ordered 
on  the  survey  of  due  north  line  of  the  northeastern 
boundary.  Lieut.  J.  H.  Simpson,  on  sick-leave  at 
Buffalo,  New  York. 

1st  dragoons. — Lt.  col.  Mason,  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  ordered  to  take  post  at  Fort 
Gibson.  The  new  work  at  Fort  Wayne  will  be 
suspended  until  further  orders. 

2d  dragoons. — Lieut.  C.  May,  in  command  of 
capt.  Howe’s  troop,  arrived  at  Fort  Jackson,  July 
20,  en route  for  Garey’s  Ferry,  capt.  E.  D.  Bullock, 
with  his  troop,  arrived  at  Fort  Jackson,  July  22,  en 
route  for  Fort  Fanning,  on  the  Suwannee. 

1st  artillery. — One  company  to  be  detached  from 
Hancock  barracks  to  garrison  Fort  Sullivan,  East- 
port;  and  another  company  to  garrison  Fort  Preble, 
Portland,  Maine. 

2d  artillery. — A field  officer  and  two  companies 
will  take  post  at  Madison  barracks,  Sackets  Har- 
bor, in  time  to  relieve  the  two  companies  of  the  8th 
infantry,  now  there,  by  the  25th  Sept. 

1st  infantry. — Major  G.  Dearborn,  commanding 
regiment;  lieut.  G.  W.  F.  Wood,  adjutant;  head 
quarters,  Fort  Pleasant,  M.  F. , 

Stations  of  the  several  companies: 

A.  Fort  Stanberry,  (12  miles  from  Tallahas- 

see); lieut.  W.  E.  Prince,  commanding  company 
and  post.  • 

B.  Fort  Jackson,  capt.  S.  Burbank,  command- 
ing company  and  post;  lieut.  F.  Coxe,  subaltern. 

C.  Fort  McCrabb,  Suwannee  Old  Town  ham- 
mock, (9  miles  from  Fort  Fanning),  lieut.  J.  H. 
King,  commanding  post  and  company. 

D.  Fort  Fanning,  capt.  S.  Eastman,  command- 
ing; lieut.  G.  Barry,  subaltern. 


E.  Lieut.  B.  H.  Arthur,  commanding  company. 
Fort  Parker,  Cook’s  hammock,  (33  miles  from  Fort 
McCrabb). 

F.  Capt.  J.  R.  B.  Gardenier  commanding  com- 
pany and  post,  Fort  Pleasant,  (55  miles  east  from 
Tallahassee). 

G.  Lt.  G.  W.  Wallace,  commanding  company. 
Fort  Pleasant. 

H.  Fort  Macomb,  Suwannee  shoals;  lieut.  S.  E. 
Muse,  commanding  post  and  company;  lieut.  A. 
Waugh,  subaltern. 

I.  Fort  Barker,  Cook’s  hammock,  (33  miles 
from  Fort  McCrabb),  lieut.  E.  Paine,  commanding 
company  and  post. 

K.  Fort  Poinsett,  Cedar  Keys,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Suwannee;  lieut.  F-.  H.Masten,  com- 
manding company  and  post. 

1st  lieut.  Geo.  H.  Pegram,  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain,  vice  W.  Day,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Ferdinand  Coxe,  to  be  1st  lieut.  vice 
Pegram,  promoted. 

Bvt.  2d  lieut.  B.  P.  Tilden,  jr.  2d  infantry,  ap- 
pointed 2d  lieut.  vice  Coxe,  promoted. 

Leave  until  Oct.  1,  to  captains  A.  S.  Miller  and 
H.  Lamolte. 

3d  infantry. — This . regiment  is  under  orders  to 
proceed  to  join  the  army  in  Florida.  Lieutenant 
A.  G.  Blanchard  left  New  Orleans,  July  4,  with  36 
recruits  for  Fort  Jesup,  which  were  assigned  on  the 
22d  to  company  D. 

4th  infantry. — Detachments  of  one  company  each 
to  garrison  Foit3  Jesup,  Townson  and  Smith,  now 
occupied  by  the  3d. 

5th  infantry. — Lieut.  J.  B.  S-  Todd,  6th  infantry, 
left  Newport,  Ky.  August  8,  with  75  recruits  for 
Fort  Crawford. 

6th  infantry. — The  regiment  remains  for  the 
present  at  Camp  Gamble  and  the  neighborhood 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  gen.  Armistead,  daily  ex- 
pected at  the  last  advices. 

8th  infantry. — This  regiment,  which  recently  ar- 
rived at  Jefferson  barracks,  from  the  Winnebago 
country,  will  proceed  to  join  the  army  in  Florida. 
The  two  companies  at  Madison  barracks  will  leave 
lhat  post  by  the  25th  September.  Lieutenant  J. 
M.  Scott,  1st  infantry,  arrived  at  Jefferson  bar- 
racks, August  8,  from  Newport,  Ky.  with  74  re- 
cruits and  14  soldiers.  [Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

Florida.  A letter  received  from  2d  lieut.  B.  H. 
Arthur,  commanding  company  E,  first  infantry,  un- 
der date  of  August  12,  states  that  about  nine  o’clock 
on  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  10th  of  lhat  month,  an 
express  rider  arrived  at  Fort  Barker,  and  reported 
an  encampment  of  Indians  on  the  road  to  Fort 
JVlitchell,  about  seven  miles  from  the  former  post. — 
The  lieutenant  ordered  out  a detachment  of  his  com- 
pany, and  guided  by  the  express,  proceeded  within 
one  mile  of  the  camp,  where  he  halted  and  formed 
his  men  in  one  rank,  placing  a recruit  and  an  old 
soldier  alternately,  and  divided  them  into  three  par- 
ties, with  directions  to  advance  on  different  points, 
and  encircle  the  camp.  They  then  advanced  cauti- 
ously through  the  palmetto  bushes  and  swamp,  till 
sergeant  Falconer,  who  led  one  of  the  parties,  saw 
an  Indian  stir,  and  fired,  which  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  discharge  of  absut  twelve  muskets. — 
Three  Indians  started  to  their  feet,  of  whom  two  fell, 
when  the  lieutenant,  fearing  his  men  might  shoot 
each  other,  ordered  a charge,  and  was  obeyed  with 
alacrity.  The  remaining  Indian  engaged  private 
Bromley,  and  threw  him  to  the  ground,  but  being 
attacked  by  sergeant  Falconer,  quitted  his  hold  and 
ran;  and  though  seen  to  fall  several  times,  could  not 
be  found  that  night.  The  two  Indians  who  had  fal- 
len were  killed  before  they  could  regain  their  feet. 
When  the  affray  was  ended,  the  fire  Was  put  out  and 
the  detachment  returned  to  the  fort  at  3 o’clock  on 
Sunday  morning.  On  the  next  day,  in  consequence 
of  another  alarm,  a portion  of  the  company  returned 
to  the  battle  ground,  when  they  found  and  buried  the 
two  Indians,  who  were  killed  by  the  fire,  and,  with 
them,  their  beef,  tallow,  lard  and  contej  cakes,  suf- 
ficient for  ten  men  for  ten  days.  They  also  brought 
away  three  rifles,  with  the  pouches,  powder  horns, 
bullets  and  powder,  together  with  their  moccasins, 
blankets  and  other  articles.  The  Indian  who  en- 
gaged Bromley  and  Falconer  was  found  dead  two 
days  after  by  some  men  of  company  F,  udio  were 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  the  buzzards.  None  of  the 
soldiers  were  injured,  but  two  muskets  were  render- 
ed unfit  for  service,  by  being  bent  in  the  struggle. 

[Globe. 

navy — Orders. 

Aug.  10 — Passed  mid.  W.  Gwathmey,  detached 
from  the  Macedonian,  and  leave  one  month. 

11 — Mid.  S.  C.  Barney,  naval  school,  Phila. 

Mid.  L.  B.  Robinson,  receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Lieut.  E.  B.  Boutwell,  leave  3 months,  having 
returned  from  the  West  Indies,  sick. 

14— Mid.  Wm.  H.  Smith,  receiving  ship  Norfolk, 
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18 — Mid.  J.  S.  Ridgely,  naval  school,  Phila. 

Lieut.  A.  Sinclair,  detached  from  West  Indies 
squadron,  and  leave  three  months. 

20 — Lieut.  Wm.  J.  H.  Robertson,  leave  three 
months,  having  returned  from  the  West  Indies, 
sick. 

26 — Chaplain  T.  R.  Lambert,  leave  six  months, 
with  permission  to  leave  the  United  States. 

\ jinny  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Macedonian  and  Erie,  last  from 
Newport,  were  below  at  New  York. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Ohio.  The  proportions  of  this 
vessel  have  challenged  the  unanimous  admiration  of 
all  those  who  appreciate  the  merits  of  swiftness 
combined  with  strength  and  heaty  of  model.  A 
captain  in  the  English  naval  service  lately  observed 
that  in  his  estimation,  “the  Ohio  is  the  perfection 
of  a line  of  battle  ship.”  [ N . Y.  Express. 

The  U.  S.  ship  ol  the  line  Ohio  paid  a visit  to  the 
port  of  Palermo  in  Sicily,  in  June  last,  and  was 
visited  by  a number  bf  the  inhabitants.  An  ele- 
gant entertainment  was  given  on  board  to  a large 
party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Palermo. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

MR.  WRIGHT  AND  MR.  WEBSTER. 

It  having  been  asserted  by  the  party  papers  in 
the  city  of  New  York  that  a challenge  was  given 
by  Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Webster  to  meet  him  at 
Patchogue  and  discuss  the  state  of  politics,  which 
Mr.  Webster  declined,  the  following  correspondence 
has  since  been  published  in  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can: 

( Copy). 

No.  1. 

Patchogue,  Wednesday  morning.  Sept.  23, 1840. 

Gentlemen:  As  the  two  political  meetings  at 
this  place  have  happened  to  come  near  together, 
and  as  that  is  over,  to  which  I was  invited,  I have 
thought  it  proper  to  make  this  communication  to 
you,  to  prevent  misunderstandings  hereafter. 

I should  not,  of  course,  think  of  obtruding  myself 
upon  a meeting,  to  which  I am  not  invited;  and  I 
am  aware  it  is  not  usual,  on  such  occasions,  to  in- 
vite political  opponents.  Rut  I rather  seek  than 
shun  direct  discussion  with  political  adversaries,  as 
being  more  likely  to  bring  out  trutii. 

A senator  of  the  United  States,  and  a distinguish- 
ed friend  of  the  administration  is  expected  to  ad- 
dress the  meeting  to  be  holden  to-day;  and  lest  I 
might  appear  to  avoid  discussion  with  him,  should 
I leave  the  place  this  morning,  I pray  you  to  say 
to  gen.  Jones,  Mr.  Floyd,  or  any  other  of  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  I have  the  honor  to  be  known, 
that  if  the  proper  committee  shall  see  fit  to  invite 
me  to  stay,  and  reply  to  Mr.  Wright,  I shall  cheer- 
fully do  so.  In  that  case  I have  only  to  desire, 
that  an  opportunity  for  addressing  the  meeting  may 
be  attended  me  before  night,  as  the  state  of  my 
health  does  not  bear  exposure  to  the  evening  air. 

I am,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  friend  and  obedi- 
ent servant,  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Abraham  T.  Rose  and  H.  H.  Huntling,  esqs. 

P.  S.  Perhaps  I ought  to  say  that  this  letter  is 
written  in  consequence  of  having  learned  that  a 
rumor  has  been  circulated  this  morning,  that  Mr. 
Wright,  or  his  friends,  had  invited  me  to  discuss 
with  him  before  the  people,  the  great  questions 
which  now  agitate  the  country,  and  that  I had  de- 
clined such  invitation. 

No.  2. 

Patchogue,  Sept.  23,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  The  undersigned,  friends  of  the 
administration,  have  received  a copy  of  a commu- 
nication this  morning,  signed  Daniel  Webster,  ad- 
dressed to  A.  I.  Rose  and  H.  II.  Huntting,  and  by 
them  enclosed  to  us,  in  which  Mr.  Webster  says: 
“A  senator  of  the  United  States  and  a distinguished 
friend  of  the  administration,  is  expected  to  address 
the  meeting  to  be  held  to-day,  and  lest  I might  ap- 
pear to  avoid  discussion  with  him,  should  I leave 
this  place  this  morning,  I pray  you  to  say  to  gene- 
ral Jones,  Mr.  Floyd,  or  any  other  of  the  gentle- 
men to  whom  I have  the  honor  to  be  known,  that  it 
the  proper  committee  shall  see  fit  to  invite  me  to 
stay  and  reply  to  Mr.  Wright,  I shall  cheerfully  do 
so.” 

We  sincerely  regret  that  this  proposal  had  not  been 
made  at  an  earlier  hour,  before  your  political  friends 
had  withdrawn  from  the  place,  as  it  would  have 
given  us  great  pleasure,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
have  acceded  to  your  request;  but  it  would  be  ob- 
viously inequitable  to  invite  Mr.  Webster  to  address 
our  meeting,  after  he  had  dismissed  his  own,  with- 
out giving  us  an  opportunity  of  being  head  by  his 
friends. 

This  must  be  so  apparent  to  Mr.  Webster,  that 
we  are  not  surprised  at  his  having  been  induced  by 
the  unfounded  rumor  above,  to  make  the  proposi- 


tion. At  all  events,  we  must  assign  that  as  a rea- 
son for  declining  it  on  this  occasion.  At  the  same 
time  we  should  be  happy  to  arrange  with  you,  be- 
fore he  leaves  town,  a meeting  at  an  early  day  at 
this  place,  at  which  a direct  discussion  of  political 
topics  may  be  had  in  the  presence  of  all  parties.  Very 
respectfully,  your’s,  FRED’K  W.  LORD. 

J.  P.  OSBORN. 

A.  T.  Rose,  and  H.  H.  Huntling. 

No.  3. 

Patchogue,  Wednesday,  A.  M. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  handed  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Webster  who  has  read  it,  and  written  to  us  a note, 
a copy  of  which  we  hand  to  you . 

We  shall  be  very  happy  to  meet  you,  to-day,  as 
soon  as  you  are  disengaged  from  the  business  of 
your  meeting,  and  to  arrange  with  you  for  the  largest 
practicable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Long  Island, 
of  all  parties,  in  conformity  with  either  of  the  pro- 
positions as  to  time  and  place,  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Webster’s  note.  Yours  verv  respectfully, 

A.  T.  ROSE, 

H.  H.  HUNTTING. 

To  Messrs.  Fred’lc  W.  Lord  and  J.  P.  Osborn. 

No.  4. 

Patchogue,  Suffolk  county.  Long  Island, 
Wednesday  1 1 o’clock.  Sept.  23,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  read  the  letter  addressed  to 
you,  by  F.  W.  Lord,  and  J.  P.  Osborn,  esq3.  I ob- 
serve that  the  gentlemen,  declining  to  invite  me  to 
attend  the  meeting  to-day,  which  was  certainly  a 
matter  entirely  in  their  own  discretion,  propose, 
nevertheless,  that  an  arrangement  shall  be  made  for 
a meeting  at  this  place  at  an  early  day,  at  which,  a 
direct  discussion  of  political  topics  may  be  had  in 
the  presence  of  all  parties. 

Such  a discussion  would  be  quite  agreeable  to  me, 
and  is  what  I desire. 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  generally  known,  that  I am 
engaged  to  address  the  people  of  the  western  part 
of  the  island  at  Jamaica  to-morrow  at  2 o’clock,  and 
that  consequently,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  remain 
at  Patchogue  beyond  this  day;  but  you  will  please 
say  to  Messrs.  Lord  and  Osborn  that  I shall  be  hap- 
py to  see  Mr.  Wright  at  Jamaica  to-morrow,  and 
that  you  are  authorised  to  say,  that  proper  provision 
will  there  be  made  for  receiving  them,  and  their 
political  friends  in  the  kindest  manner. 

If  this  be  not  acceptable,  please  add  that  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  meet  Mr.  Wright  at  a meeting 
to  which  peisons  of  all  parties  shall  be  invited,  at 
any  place  in  the  western  part  of  this  county  or  any 
place  in  King’s  or  Queen’s  county  on  Friday,  Sa- 
turday or  Monday  next,  as  may  best  suit  his  con- 
venience— Monday  being  the  last  day  which  my 
engagements  will  allow  me  to  spend,  for  the  present, 
in  this  state.  I am,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and 
ob’t  servant,  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

A.  T.  Rose,  esq.  and  gen.  H.  H.  Hunting. 

No.  5. 

Patchogue,  September  23 d,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  submitted  your  second 
note  of  this  morning,  with  its  enclosures,  to  the 
perusal  of  Mr.  Wright,  and  have  received  from  him 
a note,  a copy  of  which  we  enclose  to  you,  and  from 
which  you  will  discover  that  his  previous  engage- 
ments will  not  enable  us  to  be  assured  of  his  pre- 
sence. Still  we  trust  that  you  will  unite  with  us  in 
not  despairing  of  ultimate  success  in  an  effort  to 
have  a meeting,  at  which  the  leading  topics  of  the 
day  may  be  discussed  by  both  sides.  We  confess 
that  we  have  an  anxious  desire  for  such  an  event, 
because  we  regard  it  not  as  an  occasion  for  indivi- 
dual triumph,  but  as  a means'  of  effecting  a much 
more  important  object:  that  of  disseminating  truth 
and  correct  information  among  the  whole  people; 
and  we  therefore  conceive  it  to  be  as  well  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  speakers,  as  an  equally  important  con- 
sideration, that  men  of  all  parties  should  be  present, 
and  as  large  a number  of  them  as  would  be  practi- 
cable under  any  circumstances.  We  hope  to  hear 
from  you  again  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and 
we  trust  that  the  proposition  may  be  renewed  in  a 
shape  that  shall  render  its  acceptance  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  F.  W.  LORD, 

J.  P.  OSBORN, 

A.  T.  Rose  and  H.  H.  Huntting,  esqs. 

No.  6. 

Patchogue,  Sept.  22, 1840,  Wednesday,  1,  P.  M. 

Gentlemen:  I have  read  the  copy  of  the  note 
of  Mr.  Webster,  handed  to  me  by  you  under  date  of 
1 1 o’clock  this  morning,  and  must  express  my  deep 
regret  that  my  presence  in  old  democratic  Suffolk, 
in  pursuance  of  an  invitation  from  a republican 
committee  of  the  county,  should  have  given  so  much 
anxiety  to  some  of  our  political  opponents. 


| I now  find  it  to  be  my  duty  to  repeat  to  you,  that 
the  rumor  upon  which  you  say  Mr.  Webster  found- 
ed his  note  of  this  morning,  viz:  that  I had  challeng- 
ed him  to  a public  discussion,  and  that  he  had  de- 
clined it,  is  wholly  without  foundation;  and  I regret 
deeply,  that  that  distinguished  gentleman  should 
have  permitted  himself  to  believe  such  a rumor 
without  certain  personal  notice  to  himself.  My  re- 
gret is  increased  by  the  circumstance  that  I was 
within  a few  doors  of  Mr.  Webster,  from  about  six 
o’clock  last  evening  to  eight  o’clock  this  morning, 
or  after,  before  I heard  of  the  rumor,  and  then  first 
from  yourselves;  or  of  the  duty  which  he  seems  to 
suppose  it  devolved  upon  him. 

I am  here  to  attend  a meeting  of  my  political 
friends  under  their  request,  and  I should  have  felt 
as  unauthorised  to  invite  Mr.  Webster,  a known  and 
eminent  political  opponent,  to  attend  that  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  it,  as  I should  to  have 
attempted  to  force  myself  into  a meeting  of  my 
opponents  for  the  purpose  of  proclaiming  my  opi- 
nions  and  views  to  them,  when  assembled  as  poli- 
tical partisans. 

The  meetings  I have  attended  and  have  engaged 
to  attend,  are  the  voluntary  assemblages  of  my  poli- 
tical friends,  not  my  meetings,  and  I attend  them  as 
their  invited  guest  for  the  time  of  the  meeting,  and 
not  as  the  director  of  their  proceedings.  The  meet- 
ing, therefore,  or  its  committee  of  arrangements, 
not  myself,  must  dictate  the  rules  of  proceeding,  as 
well  as  the  speakers  to  be  called  to  the  stand. — 
Hence,  my  declaration  to  you  of  this  morning,  that 
your  reply  to  the  communication  you  told  me  you 
have  received  from  Mr.  Webster  was  wholly  unim- 
portant to  myself  personally,  and  that  you,  as  mem- 
bers of  a committee  of  arrangements  for  the  Suf- 
folk county  republican  meeting,  must  adopt  the 
course  which  you  suppose  most  in  conformity  with 
your  duties. 

I confess  I was  somewhat  surprised  at  the  request 
when  you  made  it  known  to  me,  and  the  hour  in 
which  it  reached  you,  but  I attribute  it  to  the  un- 
founded iumor  upon,  which  you  said  Mr.  Webster 
based  it,  and  to  his  great  error  in  permitting  him- 
self to  believe  that  I would  either  give  countenance 
to,  or  permit  such  a rumor,  when  I must  know  that 
it  was  unfounded. 

Mr.  Webster  now  invites  me  to  attend  a meeting 
of  his  political  friends  at  Jamaica,  to-morrow,  and 
says,  “it  cannot  fail  to  be  generally  known  that  I 
am  to  address  the  people  of  the  western  part  of  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  to-morrow,  at  2 o’clock.”  I had 
supposed  that  the  fact  that  I had  been  for  several 
days  engaged  to  attend  a meeting  of  the  republicans 
of  King’s  county,  at  Brooklyn,  at  6 o’clock  P.  M. 
to-morrow,  must  have  been  as  generally  known 
upon  the  island,  as  that  ol  his  engagement  at  Ja- 
maica, of  which  I first  heard  yesterday,  on  my  way 
to  this  place.  In  any  event,  that  engagement  has 
existed  since  Saturday  last,  and  will  be  a sufficient 
reason,  1 trust,  for  my  declining  to  meet  Mr.  Web- 
ster to-morrow,  at  Jamaica. 

I regret  to  be  compelled  to  add,  that  my  engage- 
ments do  not  give  me  a single  day  which  I can 
command  within  any  known  period  prior  to  the 
election,  as  iny  course  is  west  from  New  York  on 
Friday.  I cannot,  therefore,  so  far  as  the  applica- 
tion is  to  me  personally,  comply  with  any  time 
named  in  Mr.  Webster’s  note.  With  great  respect, 
I am  your  ob’t  servant,  SILAS  WRIGHT,  jr. 

F.  W.  Lord  and  J.  P-  Osborn  esqs. 

No.  7. 

Patchogue,  Wednesday  evening,  Sept.  23,  1S40. 

Dear  sir:  Inclosed  we  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  the  answer  to  your  last  proposition, 
in  relation  to  a public  discussion  of  the  exciting  po- 
litical topics  of  the  day  with  Mr.  Senator  Wright, 
by  which  you  will  perteive,  after  perusing  his  long 
diplomatic  letter,  that  he.  totally  declines  any  such 
meeting  as  has  been  proposed,  within  the  periods 
mentioned  by  you. 

It  may  be  proper  for  us  to  state,  (hat  we  repeat- 
edly waited  upon  Messrs.  Lord  and  Qsborn  this  af- 
ternoon, and  pressed  them  for  an  answer  as  soon  as 
practicable,  and  their  convenience  would  allow;  and 
that  at  4 o’clock  we  were  informed  by  judge  Osborn 
that  an  answer  was  prepared.  We  however,  did 
not  receive  it  till  past  7 o’clock  this  evening,  when 
the  gentlemen  rode  up  to  the  door,  and  handed  us 
the  same,  as  they  were  leaving  the  place. 

You  will  perceive,  that  in  the  note  from  Messrs. 
Lord  and  Qsborn  to  us,  a suggestion  is  made,  or  a 
desire  expressed,  that  the  correspondence,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  may  be  renewed.  We  however, 
consider,  from  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wright’s  answer 
that  our  agency  in  the  premises  is  at  an  end,  with- 
out further  instructions  from  you. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  we  are  happy  that  the 
rumor,  however  unfounded  Mr.  Wright  supposes  it 
to  have  been,  reached  your  ears  before  you  left  to- 
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day,  from  the  bold  and  decisive  stand  you  immedi- 
ately took  in  relation  to  it,  aud  from  the  obvious  and 
palpable  defeat,  the  enemy  has  sustained. 

Permit  us,  dear  sir,  once  more  to  tender  to  you, 
in  behalf  of  our  whig  friends  of  old  Suffolk,  our 
warmest  grtaitude  for  this  visit,  and  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurances  of  our  highest  respect.  We  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  most  obd’t  servants, 

A.  T.  ROSE, 

HENRY  H.  HUNTTING. 

P.  S.  We  would  say,  that  as  the  conclusion  of 
this  matter  does  not  seem  to  require  an  express,  we 
shall  dispatch  this  by  mail  to-morrow  morning. 

No.  8. 

Jamaica,  September  25,  1840. 
Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  of  Wed- 
nesday evening,  and  do  not  see  that,  so  far  as  I am 
concerned,  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  take  any  fur- 
ther step.  Probably  it  will  not  be  again  rumored 
that  I have  declined  a public  discussion,  with  Mr. 
Wright,  before  men  of  all  parties. 

The  meeting  of  the  23d  was,  no  doubt,  fixed  for 
that  day,  after  it  was  known  that  your  meeting  was 
to  be  holden  on  the  22d,  at  the  same  place;  and  it 
is  not  unnatural  to  imagine,  that  the  effect  of  the 
second  meeting  was  expected  to  efface,  more  or 
less,  any  impression  which  might  be  made  by  the 
first. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a gentleman  of  ability,  and  much 
address.  It  was  supposed,  no  doubt,  that  he  could 
throw  some  popular  fly  to  the  people  of  Suffolk  with 
as  much  accuracy  as  young  Joe  Carman  throws  a 
red  hackle  to  a trout;  and  that  the  whole  brook 
would  rise  to  it,  at  once.  If  I have  been  able  to 
admonish  the  people,  with  any  effect,  to  beware  of 
disguises,  and  not  to  take  appearances  for  realities, 
nor  names  for  things,  the  object  of  my  visit  has  been 
accomplished,  and  good  will  come  from  it,  I trust, 
one  day  or  another.  I am,  gentlemen,  your  friend 
and  ob’t  serv’t,  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

A.  T.  Rose  and  gen.  H.  H.  Huntting. 

POLITICAL  CONVENTIONS. 

GENERAL  HARRISON’S  SPEECH  AT  THE  DAYTON 

CONVENTION. 

Held  10 th  September,  1840. 

I rise  fellow  citizens,  (the  multitude  was  here 
agitated  as  the  sea,  when  the  wild  wind  blows  upon 
it,  and  it  was  full  five  minutes  before  the  tumult  of 
joy,  at  seeing  and  hearing  the  next  president  of  the 
United  States,  could  be  calmed) — I rise  fellow  citi- 
zens, to  express  to  you  from  the  bottom  of  a grateful 
heart,  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  kind  and  flattering 
manner  in  which  I have  been  received  by  therepre 
sentatives  of  the  valley  of  the  Miami.  I rise  to 
say  to  you,  that  however  magnificent  my  reception 
has  been  on  this  occasion,  I am  not  so  vain  as  to 
presume  that  it  was  intended  for  me,  that  this  glo- 
rious triumphal  entry  was  designed  for  one  indivi- 
dual. No.  I know  too  well  that  person’s  imper- 
fections to  believe  that  this  vast  assemblage  haa 
come  up  here  to  do  him  honor.  It  is  the  glorious 
cause  of  democratic  lights  that  brought  them  here. 
{Immense  cheering.]  It  is  the  proud  anniversary 
of  one  of  the  brightest  victories  that  glows  on  the 
pages  of  our  country’s  history,  which  hath  sum- 
moned this  multitude  together.  [Tremendous  cheer- 
ing.] 

Fellow  citizens,  it  was  about  this  time  of  the  day 
27  years  ago,  this  very  hour,  this  very  minute,  that 
your  speaker,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  north 
western  army,  was  plunged  into  an  agony  of  feeling 
when  the  cannonading  from  our  gallant  fleet  an- 
nounced an  action  with  the  enemy.  His  hopes,  his 
fears,  were  destined  to  be  soon  quieted,  for  the  tid- 
ings of  victory  were  brought  to  him  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind.  With  the  eagle  of  triumph  perching 
upon  our  banners  on  the  lake,  I moved  on  to  com- 
plete the  overthrow  of  the  foreign  foe.  The  anni- 
versary of  that  day  can  never  be  forgotten,  for  every 
American  has  cause  to  rejoice  at  the  triumph  of 
our  arms  on  that  momentous  occasion;  but  the  brave 
and  gallant  hero  of  that  victory  is  gone,  gone  to 
that  home  whither  we  are  all  hurrying,  and  to  his 
memory  let  us  do  that  reverence  due  to  the  deeds  of 
so  illustrious  a patriot.  From  heaven,  does  his  soul 
look  down  upon  us,  and  gladden  at  the  virtues 
which  still  animate  his  generous  countrymen  in  re- 
curring to  his  noble  and  glorious  career  while  on 
earth.  [Great  sensation  for  several  seconds.] 

I am  fully  aware,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  you 
expect  from  me  some  opinion  upon  the  various 
questions  which  now  agitate  our  country,  from  cen- 
tre to  circumference,  with  such  fierce  contention. 
Calumny,  ever  seeking  to  destroy  all  that  is  good 
in  this  world,  bath  proclaimed  that  I am  averse  from 
declaring  my  opinions  on  matters  so  interesting  to 
you,  but  nothing  can  be  more  false.  [Cheers.] 


portion  of  the  legislative  body.  [Cries  from  every 
quarter,  you  have,  you  have.]  Have  I not  said 
over  and  often,  that  the  executive  should  not  by  any 
act  of  his  forestall  the  action  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. [You  have,  you  have.] 

Have  1 not,  time  out  of  mind,  proclaimed  my  op- 
position to  a citizen’s  going  forward  among  the 
people  and  soliciting  votes  for  the  presidency? — 
Have  I not,  many  a time  and  often,  said,  that  in  my 
opinion,  no  man  ought  to  aspire  to  the  presidency  of 
these  United  States,  unless  he  is  designated  as  a 
candidate  for  that  high  office  by  the  unbought  wishes 
of  the  people?  [Cheering.]  If  the  candidate  for 
so  high  an  office  be  designated  by  the  will  of  a por- 
tion or  a majority  of  the  people,  they  will  have  come 
to  the  determination  of  sustaining  such  a man,  from 
a review  of  his  past  actions  and  life,  and  they  w ill 
not  exact  pledges  from  him  of  what  he  will  do  and 
what  he  will  not  do,  for  their  selection  of  him  is  proof 
enough  that  he  will  carry  out  the  doctrines  of  his 
party.  This  plan  of  choosing  a candidate  for  the 
presidency  is  a much  surer  bar  against  corruption 
than  the  system  of  requiring  promises.  If  the  pledg- 
ing plan  is  pursued,  the  effect  will  be,  to  offer  the 
presidential  chair  to  the  man  who  will  make  the 
most  promises.  [Laughter.]  He  who  would  pledge 
most,  he  who  would  promise  most,  would  be  the 
an  to  be  voted  for,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring my  belief,  that  he  who  would  subject  his 
course  to  be  thus  tied  up  by  promises  and  pledges, 
would  not  stop  to  beark  them  when  once  in  office. 
[Cheering.]  Are  my  views  on  this  topic  correct  or 
are  they  not?  [With  one  voice  the  multitude  indi- 
cated they  were.] 

If,  fellow  citizens,  we  examine  the  history  of  all 
republics,  we  shall  find  as  they  receded  from  the 
purity  of  representative  government,  the  condition 
of  obtaining  office  was  the  making  of  promises.  He 
who  bid  the  highest  in  promises  wa3  the  favored 
candidate,  and  the  higher  the  bids,  the  more  marked 
and  certain  the  corruption.  Look  at  the  progress 
of  this  thing  in  our  own  republic.  Were  any 
pledges  required  of  your  Washington  or  your  Adams? 
Adams  was  the  candidate  of  the  federal  party  and 
as  a statesman  was  bound  to  carryout  the  principles 
of  his  party.  Was  his  successor,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
the  high  priest  of  constitutional  democracy  called 
on  for  pledges?  No.  His  whole  life  was  a pledge 
of  what  he  would  do?  And  if  we  go  back  to  this 
old  system  of  selecting  men  for  the  presidency, 
whose  past  career  will  be  a guarantee  of  their  con- 
duct when  elected  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  re- 
public, the  nation  would  advance  safely,  rapidly 
and  surely  in  the  path  of  prosperity.  But  of  late 
years  the  corrupting  system  of  requiring  pledges 
hath  been  adopted.  The  presidency  hath  been  put 
up  to  the  highest  bidder  in  promises,  and  we  see 
the  result.  It  remains  for  you,  my  fellow  citizens, 
to  arrest  this  course  of  things.  [Cries  of  we  will, 
we  will.] 

While  then,  fellow  citizens,  I have  never  hesitat- 
ed to  declare  my  opinions  on  proper  occasions  upon 
the  great  questions  before  the  nation,  I cannot  con- 
sent to.  make  mere  promises  the  condition  of  obtain- 
ing the  office  which  you  kindly  wish  to  bestow  upon 
me.  My  opinions  I am  free  to  express,  but  you 
already  have  them,  sustained  and  supported  by  the 
acts  of  a long  and  arduous  life.  That  life  is  a pledge 
of  my  future  course,  if  I am  elevated  by  your  suf- 
frages to  the  highest  office  in  your  gift.  [Immense 
cheering  for  several  seconds.] 

It  has  been  charged  against  me,  fellow  citizens, 
that  I am  a federalist.  While  I acknowledge  that 
the  original  federal  party  of  this  country  was  actuat- 
ed in  its  course  by  no  improper  motives,  I deny  that 
I ever  belonged  to  that  class  of  politicians.  [Tre- 
meudous  cheering.]  How  could  I belong  to  that 
party?  I was  educated  in  the  school  of  anti-federal- 
ism,  and  though  too  young  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  politics  ol  the  country,  when  at  the  erection  of 
the  constitution,  the  nation  was  divided  into  two 
great  parties,  my  honored  father  had  inducted  me 
into  the  principles  of  constitutional  democracy,  and 
my  teachers  were  the  Henrys  and  the  Masons  of 
that  period.  He  who  declared  that  the  seeds  of  mo- 
narchy were  sown  in  the  soil  of  the  constitution, 
was  a leader  in  my  school  of  politics.  He,  who  said 
that  “if  this  government  be  not  a monarchy,  it  has 
an  awful  squinting  towards  a monarchy,”  was  my 
mentor.  [Immense  applause.  Some  time  elapsed 
before  order  could  be  restored,  at  hearing  these  em- 
phatic declarations  of  the  general.]  If  1 know  my 
own  feelings,  if  I know  my  own  judgment,  I be- 
lieve now,  as  I did  then,  with  the  patriarchs  of  the 
Jeffersonian  school,  that  the  seeds  of  monarchy 
were  indeed  sow'll  in  the  fertile  soil  of  our  federal 
constitution,  and  that  though  for  nearly  fifty  years 
they  lay  dormant,  they  at  last  sprouted  and  shot 
forth  into  strong  and  thriving  plants,  bearing  blos- 


Have  I not  declared  over  and  often,  that  the  pre-  soms  2nd  producing  ripe  fruit.  This  government  is 
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indicating  thatlhe  people  felt  the  full  force  of  his  de- 
claration.] Power  is  power,  it  matters  not  by  what 
name  it  is  called.  The  head  of  the  government  ex- 
ercising monarchal  power,  may  be  named  king, 
emperor,  president  or  irnaum,  [great  laughter],  still 
be  is  a monarch.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  presi- 
dent of  these  United  States  exercises  a power  su- 
perior to  that  vested  in  the  hands  of  nearly  all  the 
European  kings.  It  is  a power  far  greater  than 
that  ever  dreamed  of  by  the  old  federal  paity. 

It  is  an  ultra  federal  power,  it  i3  despotism! — 
[Cheering.]  And  I may  here  advert  to  an  objection 
that  has  been  made  against  me.  It  has  been  said, 
that  if  1 ever  should  arrive  at  the  dignified  station 
occupied  by  my  opponent,  I would  be  glad  and 
eager  to  retain  the  power  enjoyed  by  the  president 
of  the  U.  States.  Never,  never.  [Tremendous 
cheering.]  Though  averse  from  pledges  of  every 
sort,  I here  openly  and  before  the  world  declare  that 
I will  use  all  the  power  and  influence  vested  in  the 
office  of  president  of  the  union  to  abridge  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  national  executive!  [It  is  im- 
possible to  describe  the  sensation  produced  by  this 
declaration.]  Is  this  federalism?  [Cries  of  no,  no, 
for  several  seconds.]  In  the  constitution,  that  glo- 
rious charter  of  our  liberties,  there  is  a defect,  and 
that  defect  is,  the  term  of  service  of  the  president, 
not  limited.  This  omission  is  the  source  of  all  the 
evil  under  which  the  conntry  is  laboring.  If  the 
priviledge  of  being  president  of  the  United  States 
had  been  limited  to  one  term,  the  incumbent  would 
devote  all  his  time  to  the  public  interest,  and  there 
would  be  no  cause  to  misrule  the  country.  I shall 
not  animadvert  on  the  conduct  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, lest  you  may  in  that  case,  conceive  that 
I am  aiming  for  the  presidency,  to  use  it  for  selfish 
purposes.  I should  be  an  interested  witness,  if  I 
entered  into  the  subject.  But  I pledge  myself  be- 
fore heaven  and  earth,  if  elected  president  of  these 
United  States,  to  lay  down  at  the  end  of  the  term 
faithfully  that  high  trust  at  the  feet  of  ihe  people! 
[Here  the  multitude  was  so  excited  as  to  defy  de- 
scription.] 

I go  farther.  I here  declare  before  this  vast  as- 
sembly of  the  Miami  tribe  (gieat  laughter)  that  if 
I am  elected,  no  human  being  shall  ever  know  upon 
whom  I would  prefer  to  see  the  people’s  mantle  tall; 
but  I shall  surrender  this  glorious  badge  of  their 
authority  into  their  own  hands  to  bestow  it  as  they 
please! — (nine  cheers).  Is  this  federalism?  (no, no, 
no). — Again  in  relation  to  the  .charge  of  being  a 
federalist,  I can  refer  to  the  doings  previous  to,  and 
during,  the  late  war.  The  federal  party  took  ground 
against  that  war,  and  a as  party,  there  never  existed 
a purer  band  ot  patriots,  for  when  the  note  of  strife 
was  sounded,  they  rallied  under  the  banner  of  their 
country.  But  patriotic  as  they  were,  I do  know 
thut  I was  not  one  of  them!  [cheering.]  I was  de- 
nounced in  unmeasured  terms  as  one  ol  the  authors 
of  that  war,  and  was  held  up  by  the  federal  papers  01 
the  day  as  the  marked  object  of  the  party.  I could 
here  name  the  man  who  came  to  me,  and  a more 
worthy  man  never  lived,  to  say  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  his  views  of  my  policy,  as  governor  of  In- 
diana, when  I was  charged  by  the  federalists  as  use- 
lessly involving  the  country  in  an  Indian  war.  He 
told  me  that  I acted  rightly  in  that  matter,  and  that 
the  war  was  brought  on  by  me  as  a matter  of  ne- 
cessity. [Cries  of  name  him,  name  him.]  It  was 
Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina.  [Three  cheers.] 
Is  this  a proof  that  I was  a federalist?  [No,  no, 
no.] 

I have  now  got  rid,  my  fellow  citizens,  ol  this  base- 
less charge — no,  I have  not.  There  are  a few  more 
allegations  to  notice.  I am  not  a professional  speaker, 
not  a studied  orator,  but  I am  an  old  soldier  and  a far. 
mer,  and  as  my  sole  object  is  to  speak  what  I think, 
you  will  excuse  me  if  I doit  in  my  own  way.  [Shouts 
of  applause,  and  cries  of — the  old  soldier  and  farmer 
for  us.] 

I have  said  that  there  were  other  allegations  to  no- 
tice. To  prove  that  I was  a federalist,  they  assert  that 
I supported  the  alien  and  sidition  laws,  and  in  doing 
so,  violated  the  principles  and  express  words  of  the 
constitution.  I did  not,  fellow  citizens,  ever  partici- 
pate in  this  measure.  When  those  laws  passed,  I was 
a soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United  Slates!  [Ap- 
plause]. 

Again,  they  censure  me  for  my  course  in  congress, 
when  I served  you  in  that  body  as  a representative 
of  the  northwest  territory.  And  here  I will  ad- 
vert to  the  fact  that  I represented,  at  the  time,  a ter- 
ritory comprising  now  the  states  ot  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Illinois  and  Michigan.  I was  the  sole  representa- 
tive of  that  immense  extent  of  country.  [A  voice 
here  cried, — “and  you  are  going  to  be  again!”  1 re- 
mendous  cheering].  As  I unSerstood  federalism  to 
be  in  its  origin,  so  I understand  it  to  be  now.  It 
was  and  is  the  accumulation  of  power  in  the  execu- 
tive to  be  used  and  exercised  lor  its  own  benefit. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  3,  1840— POLITICAL  CONVENTIONS.  71 


Was  my  conduct  in  congress  then  such  as  to  entitle 
me  to  the  appellation  of  federalist?  [Cries  ot  no,  no, 
and  cheering]. 

I had  the  honor  as  chairman  of  a committee  in 
the  year  1800,  to  devise  a bill  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject to  snatch  from  the  grasp  of  speculators  all  this 
glorious  country  which  now  teems  with  rirh  harvests 
under  the  hands  of  the  honest,  industrious  and  vir- 
tuous husbandmen.  [Immense  cheering] . Was  I 
a federailst  then?  [Cries  of  no,  no,  no].  Wtien  I 
was  governor  of  Indiana,  ask  how  the  unlimited 
power  bestowed  upon  me  was  exercised — a power 
as  high  as  that  exercised  by  the  present  president  of 
the  United  States!  I was  their  sole  monarch  of  the 
northwest  territory!  [Laughter].  Did  I discharge 
my  duties  as  governor  of  that  vast  territory  in  sucli 
a way  as  to  show  that  I was  in  love  with  the  tremen- 
dous powers  invested  in  me?  [Here  some  4,000 
persons  in  one  quarter  ot  the  crowd  raised  their  hats 
in  the  air  and  rent  it  with  shouts  of— no,  no,  no. 
They  were  the  delegation  from  Indiana.  This 
prompt  response  from  so  many  persons  produced 
great  sensation].  There  is  an  essential  difference 
between  the  president  of  the  United  States  and 
me.  When  he  was  in  the  convention  which  re- 
modelled the  constitution  of  New  York,  he  was  for 
investing  the  governor  with  the  appointment  of  the 
sheriffs.  When  I was  governor  of  Indiana,  and 
possessed  the  power  of  appointing  all  officers,  I gave 
it  up  to  the  people!  [Intense  excitement  and  great 
cheering].  I never  appointed  any  officer  what- 
ever, while  governor  of  Indiana,  whether  sheriff, 
coroner,  judge,  justice  of  the  peace  or  ought  else, 
without  first  consulting  and  obtaining  ttie  wishes 
ot  the  people.  [Shouts  of  applause].  Was  this 
an  evidence  that  I was  a federalist?  [No,  no,  no]. 

I think  I have  now  shown  you  fellow  citizens, 
conclusively  that  ray  actions  do  not  constitute  me  a 
federalist,  and  it  is  to  them  I proudly  point  as  the 
shield  against  which  the  arrows  of  my  calumniators 
will  fall  in  vain.  [Immense  cheering]. 

Methinks  I hear  a soft  voice  asking:  are  yon  in 
favor  of  paper  money?  I AM.  (Shouts  of  ap- 
plause). If  you  would  know  why  I am  in  favor  of 
the  credit  system,  I can  only  say  it  is  because  I am 
a democrat.  (Immense  cheering).  The  two  sys- 
tems are  the  only  means,  under  Heaven,  by  which 
a poor  industrious  man  may  become  a rirh  man 
without  bowing  to  colossal  wealth.  (Cheers).  But 
with  all  this  I am  not  a bank  man.  Once  in  my 
life  I was,  and  then  they  cheated  me  out  every  dol- 
lar I placed  in  their  hands.  [Shouts  of  laughter]. 
And  I shall  never  indulge  in  this  way  again;  for  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  I shall  never  again  have 
money  beyond  the  day’s  wants.  But  I am  in  favor 
of  a correct  banking  system,  for  tbe  simple  reason, 
that  the  share  of  the  precious  metals,  which,  in  the 
course  ol  trade,  falls  to  our  lot,  is  much  less  than  the 
circulating  medium  which  our  internal  and  external 
commerce  demands  to  raise  our  prices  to  a level 
with  the  prices  of  Europe,  where  I he  credit  system 
does  prevail.  There  must  be  some  plan  to  multiply 
the  gold  and  silver  which  our  industry  commands; 
and  there  is  no  other  way  to  do  this  but  by  a safe 
banking  system.  [Great  applause] . I do  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  a perfect  system  of  banking  can 
be  devised.  There  is.  nothing  in  the  offspring  of 
the  human  mind  that  does  not  savor  of  imperfec- 
tion. No  plan  of  government  or  finance  can  be 
devised  free  from  defect.  After  long  deliberation, 

I have  no  hope  that  this  country  can  ever  go  on 
to  prosper  under  a pure  specie  currency.  Such 
a currency  but  makes  the  poor  poorer  and  the 
rich  richer.  A properly  devised  banking  system 
alone  possesses  the  capability  of  bringing  the  poor 
to  a level  with  the  rich.  [Tremendous  cheer- 
ing]- 

I have  peculiar  notions  of  government.  Perhaps 
I may  err.  I am  no  statesman  by  profession,  but  as 
I have  already  said,  I am  a halt  soldier  and  a half 
farmer,  and  it  may  be,  that,  if  I am  elected  to  the  first 
office  in  your  gift,  my  fellow  citizens  will  be  deceiv- 
ed in  me,  but  1 can  assure  them,  that  if,  in  carrying 
out  their  wishes,  the  head  shall  err,  the  heart  is  true. 
[Great  huzzaing]. 

My  opinion  of  the  power  of  congress  to  charter 
a national  bank  remains  unchanged.  There  is  not 
in  the  constitution  any  express  grant  of  power  for 
such  purpose,  and  it  could  never  be  constitutional  to 
exercise  that  power,  save  in  the  event,  the  powers 
granted  to  congress  could  not  be  carried  into  effect, 
without  resorting  to  such  an  institution.  [Applause.] 
Mr.  Madison  signed  the  law  creating  a national 
bank  because  he  thought  that  the  revenues  of  the 
country  could  not  be  collected  or  disbursed  to  the 
best  advantage  without  the  interposition  of  such  an 
establishment.  1 said  in  my  letter  to  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, that,  if  it  was  plain  that  the  revenues  of  the 
union  could  only  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  the 
mosl  effectual  way  by  means  of  a bank,  and  if  I 
was  clearly  ol  opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  peo- 


ple of  the  United  States  desired  such  an  institution, 
then,  and  then  only  would  I sign  a bill  going  to 
charter  a bank.  [Shouts  of  applause].  I have  never 
regarded  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  as  conferring 
upon  the  incumbent  the  power  of  mastery  over  the 
popular  will,  but  as  granting  him  the  power  to  exe- 
cute the  properly  expressed  will  of  the  people  and 
not  to  resist  it.  With  iny  mother’s  milk  did  I suck 
in  the  principles  on  which  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  founded.  [Cheering],  That  decla- 
tion  complained  that  the  king  would  not  let  the  peo- 
ple make  such  laws  as  they  wished.  Shall  a presi- 
sident  or  an  executive  officer  undertake,  at  this  late 
time  of  day,  to  control  the  people  in  the  exercise 
of  their  supreme  will?  No.  The  people  are  the 
best  guardians  of  their  own  rights,  [applause]  arid 
it  is  the  duty  of  their  executive  to  abstain  from  in- 
terfering in  or  thwarting  the  sacred  exercise  of  the 
law-making  functions  of  their  government. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  I defend  my  having- 
signed  a well  known  bill  which  passed  the  legisla- 
ture while  I was  governor  of  Indiana.  It  is  true, 
my  opponents  have  attempted  to  cast  odium  upon 
me  for  having  done  so,  but  while  they  are  engaged 
in  such  an  effort,  they  impugn  the  honor  and  honesty 
of  the  inmates  of  the  log  cabins,  who  demanded  the 
passage  and  signature  of  that  bill.  Tbe  men  who 
now  dare  to  arraign  the  people  of  Indiana  for  hav- 
ing exercised  their  rights  as  they  ((leased,  were  in 
theirnurse’s  arms  when  that  bill  passed  the  legisla- 
ture. What  do  they  know  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
vast  wilderness?  I tell  them,  that  in  the  legislature 
which  passed  the  bill  exciting  so  much  their  horror, 
there  were  men  as  pure  in  heart,  and  as  distinguish- 
ed for  their  common  sense  and  high  integrity  as  any 
who  set  themselves  up  for  models  iri  these  days 
[Immense  cheering].  I glory  in  carrying  out  their 
views,  tor  in  doing  so  I submitted  to  the  law-making 
power,  in  accordance  with  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, I did  not  prevent  the  people  from  makiug 
what  laws  they  pleased!  [Cheering] . 

If  the  Augean  stable  is  to  be  cleansed,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  go  back  to  the  principles  of  Jefferson. 
[Cheers.]  It  has  been  said  by  the  Henrys,  the 
Madisons,  the  Graysons  and  others,  that  one  of  the 
great  dangers  in  our  government  is,  the  powers  vest- 
ed in  the  general  government  would  overshadow  the 
government  of  the  states.  There  is  truth  in  this, 
and  long  since  and  often  have  I expressed  the  opini- 
on that  the  interference  of  the  general  government 
with  the  elective  franchise  in  the  3tates  would  be  the 
signal  for  the  downfall  of  liberty.  That  interference 
has  taken  place,  and  while  the  mouths  of  professed 
democrats  appeal  to  Jefferson,  and  declare  they  are 
governed  by  his  principles,  they  are  urging  at  the 
same  time  100,000  office  holders  to  meddle  in  the 
state  elections!  And  if  the  rude  hand  of  power  be 
not  removed  from  the  elective  franchise,  there  will 
soon  be  an  end  to  the  government  of  the  union. — 
[Cries  of  assent.]  It  is  a truth  in  government 
ethics,  that  when  a larger  power  comes  in  contact 
with  a smaller  power,  the  latter  is  speedily  destroy- 
ed or  swallowed  up  by  the  former.  So  in  regard  to 
the  general  government  and  the  state  governments. 
Should  I ever  be  placed  in  the  chief  magistrate’s 
seat,  I will  carry  out  the  principles  of  Jackson,  and 
never  permit  the  interference  of  officeholders  in  the 
elections.  [Immen-e  applause].  I will  do  more. 
While  I will  forbid  their  interference  in  elections,  I 
will  never  do  aught  to  prevent  their  going  quietly  to 
the  polls  and  voting,  even  against  me  or  my  mea- 
sures. No  American  cilizen  should  be  deprived  of 
his  power  of  voting  as  he  pleases. 

I have  detained  you,  fellow  citizens,  longer  than 
I intended,  but  you  now  see  that  I am  not  the  old 
man  on  crutches,  nor  the  imbecile  they  say  I am — 
[cheering] — not  the  prey  to  disease — a voice  cried 
here;  nor  ihe  bear  in  a cage,  nor  the  caged  animal 
they  wittily  described  me  to  be,  [great  laughter  and 
cheering] . 

But  before  I conclude,  there  are  two  or  three 
other  topics  I must  touch  upon. 

The  violence  of  party  spirit,  as  of  late  exhibited, 
is  a serious  mischief  to  the  political  welfare  of  the 
country.  Party  feeling  is  necessary  in  a certain  de- 
gree to  the  health  and  stabilitj^of  a republic,  but 
when  pushed  to  too  great  an  extent,  it  is  detrimen- 
tal to  the  body  politic,  it  is  the  rock  upon  which 
many  a republic  has  been  dashed  to  piece.  An  old 
farmer  told  rne  the  other  day,  that  he  did  not  believe 
one  of  the  stories  circulated  against,  me,  and  he 
would  support  me  if  I were"only  a democrat. — 
[Laughter] . But  if  I support  and  sustain  democra- 
tic principles,  what  matters  it  how  I am  called?  It 
matters  a good  deal,  said  he;  you  don’t  belong  to  the 
democratic  party!  [Laughter].  Can  any  thing  be 
more  ruinous  in  its  tendency  to  our  institutions,  than 
this  high  party  spirit,  which  looks  to  the  shadow  aDd 
not  to  the  substance  of  tilings?  Nothing,  nothing. 
This  running  after  names,  after  imaginings,  is  omi- 
nous of  dangerous  results.  In  the  blessed  book  we 


are  told  that  the  pretension  of  false  Christs  shall  be 
in  future  times  so  specious  that  even  the  elect  will 
be  deceived.  And  is  it  not  so  now  with  democracy? 
The  name  does  not  constitute  the  democrat.  It  is 
the  vilest  imposture  ever  attempted  upon  the  credu- 
lity of  the  public  mind  to  array  the  poor  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  name  of  democrats,  against  the  rich, 
and  style  them  aristocrats.  This  is  dealing  in  fa- 
bles. The  natural  antagonist  of  democracy  is  not 
aristocracy.  It  is  monarchy.  There  is  no  instance 
on  record  of  a republic  like  ours  running  into  an 
■aristocracy.  It  can  hurry  into  a pure  democracy, 
and  the  confidence  of  that  democracy  being  once  ob- 
tained by  a Marius  or  a Ctesar,  by  a Bolivar  or  a 
Bonaparte,  he  strides  rapidly  from  professions  ot  love 
for  the  people  to  usurpation  of  their  rights  and  steps 
from  that  high  eminence  to  a throne!  [Cheering]. 
And  thus  in  the  name  of  democracy  the  boldest 
crimes  are  committed.  Who  forgets  the  square  in 
Paris,  where  ran  rivers  of  the  people’s  blood,  shed  in 
the  name  of  democracy  at  the  foot  of  the  statute  of 
liberty!  Cherish  not  the  man,  then,  who  under  the 
guise  and  name  of  democracy,  tries  to  overthrow  the 
principles  of  republicanism  as  professed  and  acted 
upon  by  Jefferson  and  Madison.  [Immense  cheer- 
ing] 

Gen.  Harrison  here  adverted  to  the  calumnies  put 
forth  against  his  military  fame  by  that  noble  pair  of 
brothers,  Allen,  and  Duncan,  and  in  severe  but  just 
terms  exposed  the  falsehoods  of  these  villifiers.  He 
proved  they  were  guilty  of  falsifying  the  records  of 
the  country,  and  in  a brief  and  lucid  manner  vindi- 
cated himself  and  the  honor  of  the  nation  from  the 
aspersions  of  these  and  other  reckless  politicians. — 
He  showed  that  the  received  history  of  his  brilliant 
career  in  the  north  west  had  been  stamped  by  the 
impress  of  truth,  and  he  will  soon  find  that  a gener- 
ous and  grateful  people  will  testify  their  admiration 
of  his  glorious  services  in  their  cause  by  raising  tbe 
brave  old  soldier  to  the  highest  office  in  their  gift. 

A precious  inheritance,  continued  the  general,  has 
been  handed  down  to  you  by  your  forefathers.  In 
Rome,  the  sacred  fire  of  fabled  gods  was  kept  alive 
by  vestal  virgins,  and  they  watched  over  the  gift 
with  eager  eyes.  In  America,  a glorious  fire  has 
been  lighted  upon  the  altar  of  liberty,  and  to  you, 
my  fellow  citizens,  has  it  been  entrusted  in  safe 
keeping  to  be  nourished  with  care  and  fostered  for- 
ever. Keep  it  burning,  and  let  the  sparks  that  con- 
tinually go  up  from  it  fall  on  other  altars  and  light 
up  in  distant  lands  the  fire  of  freedom.  The  Turk 
busies  himself  no  longer  with  his  harem  or  his  bow 
string.  To  licentiousnpss  have  succeeded  the  rights 
of  man,  and  constitutions  are  given  to  the  people  by 
once  despotic  rulers.  Whence  came  the  light  that 
now  shines  in  that  land  of  darkness?  It  was  a branch 
snatched  from  your  own  proud  altar,  and  thrust  into 
the  pyre  of  Turkish  oppression.  Shall  then  the  far 
seen  light  upon  the  shrine  of  American  liberty  ever 
be  extinguished?  [No,  no,  no].  It  would  not  be 
your  loss  only— it  would  be  ihe  loss  of  the  whole 
world.  The  enemies  of  freedom  in  Europe  are 
watching  you  with  intense  anxiety  and  your  friends 
like  a few  planets  of  heaven,  are  praying  lor  your 
success.  Deceive  them  not,  but  keep  the  sacred 
fire  burning  steadily  upon  your  altars,  and  the  Ohio 
farmer  whom  you  design  to  make  your  chief  magis- 
trate will,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  cheerfully  lav 
down  the  authority  which  you  may  entrust  him  with 
free  from  all  ambition.  It  will  have  been  glorious 
enough  for  me  to  be  honored  as  those  pure  and  ho- 
nest republicans,  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son were  honored — with  the  high  confidence  of  a 
great,  noble,  just  and  generous  people!  [The  ex- 
citement and  cheering  continued  for  several  mi- 
nutes, and  the  multitude  were  swayed  to  and  fro,  as 
the  leaves  of  the  forest  in  a storm  of  wind] . 

GREAT  DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION  AT  ERIE. 

From,  the  Pennsylvanian. 

We  have  received  the  Erie  Observer  of  the  12th 
inst.  containing  the  proceedings  in  full  of  the  im- 
mense democratic  assemblage  at  that  place  on  the 
anniversary  of  Perry’s  glorious  victory.  The  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  laid  before  our  readers  as  soon  as 
possible.  They  are  not  only  of  the  most  interest- 
ing character  in  themselves,  embodying  the  sound- 
est doctrine,  but  all  the  events  of  the  day  combine 
to  shew  that  the  same  spirit  which  actuates  the  de- 
mocracy ot  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  brought 
about  the  overwheling  display  of  popular  enthu- 
siasm at  Lancaster  on  the  5th  of  August,  and  has 
led  to  so  many  subsequent  meetings  of  great  size 
and  corresponding  zeal,  burns  as  brightly  in  the 
west,  and  that  but  one  feeling  actuates  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  commonwealth. 

To  furnish  our  readers  with  some  idea  of  the 
mighty  throng  which  assembled  at  Erie  under  the 
democratic  call,  we  subjoin  the  interesting  state- 
ment of  the  Observer  as  to  what  took  place  before 
the  convention  was  organized.  That  paper  says: 
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THE  GLORIOUS  TENTH!!! 

The  west  in  motion — “ We  have  met  the  enemy  and 
they  are  ours.” 

On  Tuesday  the  8lh,  the  people  began  to  arrive 
in  town  from  different  sections  of  the  state,  and  the 
intelligence  they  brought  satisfied  us  that  the  con- 
vention of  the  tenth  would  be  a proud  and  glorious 
era  for  the  democracy  of  the  west.  The  curious 
observer  was  by  this  time  engaged  to  estimate  the 
relative  force  oPBritish  whiggery  and  the  incor- 
ruptible democracy.  No  man  we  saw  estimated 
our  strength  at  less  than  five  to  their  one,  and  many 
claimed  twenty  to  one. 

A circumstance  may  serve  as  a guide  to  the  judg- 
ment. On  Tuesday  evening  the  whigs  held  a 
meeting  at  their  log  cabin,  and  it  required  loud, 
long  and  oft  repeated  blasts  upon  their  long  tin  horn 
to  get  together  whiglings  sufficient  to  fill  its 
walls,  capable  of  the  reception  of  one  hundred. 
The  democracy  met  in  the  open  square,  and  more 
than  one  thousand  surrounded  the  humble  dry  goods 
box  on  which  the  eloquent  advocates  of  equal  rights 
and  equal  privileges  were  standing  to  address  the 
people.  Mr.  McDowell,  of  Cambria,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, of  Erie,  addressed  the  meeting  at  some  length, 
in  strains  of  eloquence,  which  were  responded  to 
by  an  enthusiastic  applause,  when  the  multitude 
retired  to  such  quarters  as  could  jie  found,  but 
which  had  already  become  somewhat  crowed. 

Wednesday  opened  upon  us  a new  scene.  Dele- 
gation after  delegation  poured  in  singly  and  in  pro- 
cession, till  our  borough  seemed  thronged  by 
strangers.  In  the  afternoon,  the  patriotic  young 
men  of  Harborcreek,  and  other  townships  of  the 
vicinity,  joined  those  of  our  borough,  and  brought 
into  our  town  a splendid  hickory  tree  one  hundred 
leet  high,  and  raised  it  in  front  of  our  Tammany 
Hall,  there  to  wave  its  towering  branches,  and  bear 
the  glorious  stars  and  stripes  of  our  country,  until 
the  struggle  of  freemen  is  closed  by  the  loud  shout 
of  victory.  On  Wednesday  evening,  John  K. 
Kane,  of  Philadelphia,  and  major  James  R.  Snow- 
den, of  Venango,  addressed  the  multitude  amidst 
the  shouts  and  plaudits  of  thousands.  A shower 
interrupted  the  meeting  for  a short  time,  but  in 
about  half  an  hour  it  subsided,  and  the  meeting 
was  revived  by  the  young  but  elequent  Forney,  of 
Lancaster,  who  was  followed  in  a spirited  and 
thrilling  effort  from  M.  P.  Young,  esq.  of  Erie, 
when  the  meeting  again  broke  up,  and  the  multi- 
tude sought  such  shelter  and  repose  as  our  town 
could  afford. 

Thursday  morning,  the  glorious  tenth,  was  usher- 
ed in  by  the  thunder  of  artillery  upon  the  flotilla, 
answered  by  the  roar  of  our  battery  upon  the  land. 
Bustle  and  commotion  were  every  where  visible. 
Taking  an  excursion  to  Eagle  village,  a mile  dis- 
tant, at  day  light,  we  saw  from  three  to  five  thou- 
sand freemen,  with  the  banners  of  our  country 
proudly  floating  above  them,  their  wagons  filling 
every  lot,  street  and  lane  in  one  vast  encampment, 
as  they  had  arrived  during  the  night  and  were  now 
waiting  for  their  brethren  and  companions  from  old 
Crawford  and  Venango,  who  had  encamped  along 
the  turnpike  between  Waterford  and  Eagle  village, 
and  expecting  also  the  mingled  procession  of  from 
eight  to  ten  thousand  encamped  in  Girard,  and  be- 
tween that  place  and  Eagle  village. 

By  eight  o’clock  our  borough  literally  presented 
one  moving  mass  of  human  beings.  The  streets  on 
all  hands  were  so  thronged,  that  the  procession  from 
Eagle  village  had  but  barely  room  to  pass  through 
the  borough.  The  arrival  ot  the  steamboat  Consti- 
tution, so  heavily  laden  with  democratic  delegates, 
as  to  be  much  impeded  in  her  headway  and  belated 
in  her  hour  of  arrival,  created  a scene  of  bustle  at 
the  dock.  The  Buffalo  brigade,  at  the  head  of 
whom  was  brigadier  general  Randall  and  staff, made 
a most  splendid  and  imposing  appearance,  and  their 
arrival  at  the  public  square  seemed  a general  signal 
for  the  whole  assemblage  of  the  borough  to  fall  in 
the  rear  and  follow  to  the  encampment.  At  the 
moment  this  great  crowd  were  passing  out  Sixth 
street  to  the  encampment,  the  procession  from  the 
south,  three  miles  in  length,  began  to  enter  the 
town  on  State  street.  The  impassable  throng  fill- 
ing the  public  square  and  the  whole  length  of  Sixth 
street  to  the  encampment,  compelled  this  proces- 
sion to  diverge  to  French  street,  follow  French 
street  nearly  to  the  lake,  to  cross  from  French  over 
State  to  Peach  street,  up  Peach  to  Sixth  street  and 
then  fall  in  behind  the  moving  throng  passing  to  the 
place  of  encampment.  The  procession  had  hardly 
passed  out  of  town,  when  the  innumerable  hosts  of 
Chautauque,  Cattaraugus  and  Erie  counties,  New 
York,  and  the  eastern  portion  of  Erie  county,  Pa. 
two  miles  long,  came  in  mighty  phalanx  on  their 
track.  Next  came  in  the  democracy  of  the  Buck- 
eye state,  accompanied  by  the  western  portion  ot 
this  county,  the  hosts  of  Fayette,  Beaver,  Butler, 
Mercer  and  several  other  counties  of  the  good  old 


Keystone,  headed  by  the  Fayette  county  band, 
driving  at  a rapid  pace  in  procession  more  than  five 
miles  in  length.  These,  together  with  the  myriads 
who  arrived  in  smaller  processions  of  fifties  and 
hundreds,  comprised  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
enthusiastic  assemblages  of  democratic  freemen  ever 
beheld  in  the  western  country. 

When  the  convention  met,  Peter  S.  V.  Hamot,  of 
Erie,  was  chosen  temporary  chairman,  and  on  the 
organization,  the  hon.  Wm.  Beatty,  of  Butler,  was 
called  to  preside,  who  delivered  an  impressive  ad- 
dress, after  which  he  introduced  governor  Porter 
and  the  hon.  James  Buchanan  to  the  convention, 
who  were  enthusiastically  received.  The  conven- 
tion was  then  addressed  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  col.  H. 
K.  Smith,  of  Buffalo,  William  F.  Packer,  of  Lycom- 
ing, Dr.  Bronk,  ot  Buffalo,  who  spoke  in  German, 
and  J.  W.  Forney,  of  Lancaster.  The  resolutions 
were  reported  by  gen.  J.  K.  Moorehead,  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  the  address  by  M.  P.  Young,  of  Erie. 
The  convention  adjourned  at  six  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  and  at  night,  the  people  were  addressed 
from  the  market  house  by  col.  Burnside,  of  Centre, 
Mr.  Forney,  of  Lancaster,  S.  W.  Randall,  of  Erie, 
and  Dr.  Charles  Duncomb,  of  Cincinnati.  The 
Observer  gives  a glowing  account  of  the  enthu- 
siastic spirit  which  prevailed  throughout,  and  of  the 
force  and  ability  manifested  in  the  various  speeches 
delivered  on  the  occasion.  The  same  paper  like- 
wise adds  that  the  democratic  convention  outnum- 
bered the  bank  whig  gathering  held  on  the  same 
day  by  at  least  two  or  three  thousand. 

^Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  in  favor 
of  Van  Buren,  Johnson,  Buchanan  and  of  the  re- 
nomination of  governor  Porter,  by  the  fourth  of 
March  convention. 

WHIG  CELEBRATION  AT  ERIE. 

From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Sep.  12. 

Messrs.  Editors:  If  I am  to  give  even  a short 
description  of  the  glorious  transactions  of  this  great 
occasion,  I must  begin  at  the  beginning.  And  here, 
it  will  be  proper  enough  to  observe,  that  both  par- 
ties had  made  preparations  for  the  celebration,  each 
separately — and  no  exertions  were  spared,  on  either 
side,  to  render  the  day  as  attractive  as  possible — 
that  the  most  ample  preparations  were  made  by  both 
for  the  accommodation  of  all  who  might  come — and 
that  nothing  which  the  citizens  of  Erie  could  do, 
was  wanting,  to  give  eclat  to  the  celebration  or  in- 
terest to  the  political  re-unions  that  were  to  come 
off  on  an  occasion  fraught  with  so  much  interest  to 
our  citizens,  not  only  as  politicians,  but  as  men — as 
freemen. 

Wednesday  forenoon  brought  a large  delegation 
of  good  whigs  and  true,  from  Butler  county.  With 
music  and  banners,  and  the  voice  of  song,  they  came; 
and  although  from  a journey  of  over  a hundred 
miles,  by  land,  they  were  “ready,  aye,  ready,”  to 
receive  their  fellow  citizens  from  old  Alleghany, 
who  arrived  an  hour  later,  by  the  steamboat  De 
Witt  Clinton.  This  latter  delegation  numbered 
over  one  hundred,  and  their  well  chosen  title,  “The 
blacksmiths  of  old  Alleghany,”  tells  truly  what 
manner  of  men  they  were. 

Make  way  for  old  Chautauque,  for  it  is  coming. 
The  loco  focos  all  “turn  pale,”  as  an  endless  train 
of  wagons  are  filing  on,  on,  filled  with  the  tillers 
and  graziers  of  western  New  York. 

“How  long  is  the  procession!”  asked  a long-visag- 
ed loco,  one  of  the  marshals  of  the  cavalcade. 

“Indeed,  sir,  I cannot  tell,”  was  the  reply;  “the 
other  end  is  still  forming  some  where  in  the  state  of 
New  York.” 

Which  ever  way  you  turn,  the  whigs  are  coming 
in  sight.  Their  banners  sweep  the  skies,  the  dust 
is  driven  in  clouds  before  them.  Bands  of  music 
from  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  are  peal- 
ing forth  strains  of  martial  music.  A beautiful 
company  of  military  from  Conneaut  is  marching  in, 
and  the  people  are'coming,  in  masses — in  perfect 
crowds. 

Night  is  coming  on,  and  eyes  are  turned  towards 
the  lake.  Several  steamboats  are  lighting  up  the 
distant  horizon  with  their  fires,  as  they  breast  the 
waters,  that  seems  to  swell  beneath  their  keels,  as 
if  proud  of  bearing  freemen  upon  its  bosom.  The 
Erie,  with  the  military  of  Buffalo— the  city  guards, 
Lafayette  guards,  &c.  the  General  Scott,  also  from 
Buffalo  with  a throng,  and  the  Rochester  from  above, 
with  its  three  decks  black  with  passengers — the 
Chicago  and  several  ottiers.  During  the  night  and 
morning  came  in  the  Michigan,  Wayne,  Constitu- 
tion, Chesapeake  and  several  others,  swelling  with 
their  thousands  the  countless  numbers  already  fill- 
ing the  borough  of  Erie  to  overflowing. 

Thursday  morning  brought  a large  delegation  in 
wagons,  from  Ohio.  It  were  an  endless  task  to  de- 
scribe the  various  devices  borne  by  the  citizens  of 
Ashtabula,  Lake,  Geauga,  Cuyahoga,  Trumbull, 
Lucas,  Wood,  Huron  and  Sandusky.  “Old  Ashta- 


bula” had  her  well  known  banner,  “Three  thousand 
majority  in  old  Ashtabula;”  another  bore  the  signi- 
ficant questions,  “Is  he  honest?  is  he  capable?” — 
“Tell  Chapman  to  crow;”  “With  Tip  and  Tyler, 
we’ll  burst  Van’s  biler;”  “Old  Tip’s  the  boy  to 
swing  the  flail;”  and  a thousand  others  homely  but 
significant,  with  every  variety  of  device  and  in- 
scription, that  the  political  events  of  the  times  have 
furnished.  There  was  one  that  told  well  here,  in 
this  state — in  the  very  presence  of  Mr.  Buchanan, 
the  great  reducer.  It  was — “No  reduction  of 
wages.” 

Another  gave  a strong  indication  of  the  Etate  of 
feeling  in  the  Keystone — that  state  which  relies  so 
strongly  upon  her  manufactures,  and  which  is  be- 
ginning to  learn  something  of  the  true  American 
policy.  It  was — “A  protective  tariff.” 

Queer  carryalls  did  these  Buckeye  boys  construct 
to  convey  themselves  to  the  celebration  withal. — 
Strange  arks,  drawn  by  four,  six,  eight  and  ten 
horses;  shaded  with  boughs,  and  carrying  from  fif- 
teen to  thirty  of  the  hard  handed  gentry,  to  whom 
sixpence  a day,  and  a shilling  a bushel  for  wheat, 
does  not  present  the  most  attractive  prospect  in  the 
world,  filing  in  procession  miles  and  miles  in  length, 
was  enough  itself  to  put  in  a cold  perspiration  the 
spoilsmen,  who  are  laboring  to  sweat  off  the  fat  of 
the  land  in  the  benevolent  fear,  forsooth,  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  may  wax  fat  and  kick, 
if  allowed  to  eat  their  fill  of  the  fruits  of  their  own 
labor,  in  the  land  where  a smiling  Providence  has 
cast  their  lots. 

Eight  o’clock.  The  town  is  full,  and  yet  more  are 
coming,  the  public  square  overflows.  The  whigs 
are  forming  in  procession.  The  Empire,  the  Buck- 
eye, the  Wolvereen,  the  Keystones— all  nobly  re- 
presented, with  men — aye,  and  women  too,  are 
hastening  to  the  stand  below  the  town.  First  of  all 
the  military.  Buffalo,  than  whom  no  city  can  fur- 
nish finer  military  companies,  was  on  hand.  The 
city  guards,  the  Germans,  and  the  well  known 
flying  artillery  led  the  van.  Then  poured  on  a 
multitude  in  platoons  averaging  eighteen  each,  and 
numbering  rising  of  eleven  thousand,  while  streets, 
sidewalks  and  roads  were  crowded  with  men  and 
women,  on  horseback,  in  wagons  and  on  foot,  which 
at  the  most  reasonable  computation, could  not  amount 
to  a number  less  than  that  of  the  procession.  Twen- 
ty thousand  people  stood  around  the  stand  and  said 
“aye”  when  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  was 
called  to  preside  over  the  assemblage. 

On  being  called  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Granger  address- 
ed the  assemblage  in  a speech  of  an  hour  in  length. 
To  say  that  it  was  good,  is  but  to  repeat  what  no 
one  can  doubt,  who  knows  the  character  of  that  dis- 
tinguished individual,  or  has  heard  the  trumpet- 
tongue  that  has  spoken  his  fame.  He  took  a rapid 
view  of  the  great  topics  now  under  discussion  by  the 
American  people,  illustrating  his  remarks  with  a 
multitude  of  the  most  keen  and  pointed  allusions, 
and  demonstrating  his  assertion  by  appeals  to  facts 
so  well  known  and  nncontradicted,  that  even  loco- 
foco  impudence  stood  abashed  before  him.  After 
he  had  closed,  the  call  was  for  gen.  Wilson,  of  the 
Granite  state,  and.gen.  Wilson  presented  himself— 
“a  tall  six-footer  from  the  mountains  of  New  En- 
gland,” as  he  described  himself,  “who  is  all  whig, 
from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  feet.” 

Gen.  Wilson’s  remarks  occupied  nearly  two  hours, 
and  well  did  he  sustain  his  reputation  of  a strong 
man  doubly  armed  in  the  justice  ot  his  cause. — 
Thoroughly  did  he  sift  the  corrupt  policy  of  (he  Van 
Buren  party,  and  the  keenness  with  which  the  sword 
of  his  satire  pierced  the  hidden  mysteries  of  their 
corrupt  management,  was  worthy  of  himself  and  the 
cause  in  which  he  is  so  nobly  engaged.  Gen.  Wil- 
son was  followed  by  the  hon.  Harman  Denny,  and 
Messrs.  Merwin  of  Crawford  county,  Briggs  of 
Cleveland,  Lasak  of  New  York,  and  several  others, 
alter  which  the  convention  adjourned,  and  the  peo- 
ple returned  to  the  town,  where,  even  now  (11 
o’clock  at  night)  speakers  are  pouring  the  eloquence 
of  honest  conviction  into  the  ears  of  thousands  ot 
hearers. 

Every  thing  has  gone  off’in  the  best  possible  man- 
ner. All  were  pleased,  instructed,  and  delighted. 
No  accident  has  taken  place.  Nothing  has  occur- 
red to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  community,  and  the 
next  election  will  speak  in  thunder  tones  the  result 
of  this  day’s  celebration.  The  whigs  have  done  glo- 
riously. The  tenth  of  September  at  Erie,  will  be 
remembered  with  the  twenty-second  of  February  at 
Columbus,  the  eleventh  of  June  at  Fort  Meigs,  with 
Indianapolis,  Springfield,  or  with  any  other  outbreak 
of  the  glorious  spirit  of  old  seventy -six. 

Turn  we  to  the  locofoco  celebration.  What  with 
getting  the  governor  of  the  state  here  a week  be- 
forehand, and  with  falsely  stating  that  their  cele- 
bration would  be  honored  with  the  presence  of  the 
vice  president  of  the  United  States,  they  were  able 
to  drum  up  some  three  or  four  thousand,  men,  wo- 
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men  and  boys.  They  had  the  great  reducer,  as 
their  orator,  and  gov.  Porter’s  red  nose,  as  a perpe- 
tual sign  of  good  living,  looked  out  bright  and 
blooming  from  the  stand.  Dinner  a dollar  a head; 
an  ox  roasted  whole,  Uncle  Sam’s  eighteen  pounder 
from  the  revenue  cutter  for  their  salutes,  and  (I 
should  guess)  Uncle  Sam’s  powder  to  incense  the 
noses  of  the  faithful  with  the  pleasant  smell  of  burnt 
brimstone,  in  honor  of  general  Van  Buren.  Mind, 
I don’t  state  that  for  a fact,  for  now-a-days,  a fellow 
must  prove  what  he  says,  especially  if  he’s  a whig. 
I paid  a visit  to  the  affair  while  the  hon.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan was  addressing  his  fellow  citizens.  When 
1 arrived,  he  was  laboriug  to  convince  the  people 
that  they  loved  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  did’nt  prove 
it,  it  is  true,  and  it  would  have  been  hard  to  oblige 
him  to  do  so,  as  half  of  his  audience  were  whigs, 
led  there  by  curiosity.  He  told  them  that  the  sub- 
treasury bill  had  not  been  published  in  any  of  the 
whig  papers.  Some  of  the  unmannerly  whigs  were 
saucy  enough  to  tell  him  that  he  was  not  telling  Ihe 
truth,  whereupon  he  — good  man — took  it  back  and 
excused  himself  by  saying  that  he  had  not  seen  it. 
From  this  he  passed  to  the  gold  spoon  business — 
said  that  having  been  abroad  he  had  occasionally 
seen  gold  plates  at  the  tables  of  the  great,  but  had 
never  seen  any  in  this  country.  In  relation  to  the 
English  coach  business,  the  senator  told  the  assem- 
bled ten  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  never  had  an  English  coach  in  his  life — that  he 
was  used  to  be  drawn  around  the  metropolis  in  a 
plain  conveyance  of  Yankee  manufacture,  with 
only  a pair  of  marvelously  poor  horses,  and  that 
there  were  a hundred  carriages  then  in  the  borough 
of  Erie  more  splendid  in  their  make  and  more  costly 
in  their  outfit.  What  a plain  man  our  president  is! 
But  all  things  will  have  an  end,  so  had  the  speech 
of  the  senator — and  how  ended  it,  think  ye?  With 
an  assurance  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  loved  the  people! 
Mr.  Van  Buren  loves  the  people,  for  the  hon.  Jas. 
Buchanan  says  so.  And  the  people  love  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  for  senator  Buchanan  says  so — and  so,  with 
this  comfortable  loving  assurance,  we  will  leave  this 
incontinently  loving  couple  in  each  other’s  society. 

And  now,  after  the  manner  of  Demosthenes,  let 
me  spend  a moment  in  making  a comparison  be- 
tween the  two  celebrations.  I have  no  hesitation 
in  stating  it  as  the  result  of  my  sober  judgment,  that 
the  locoes  were  out  numbered,  five  to  one.  Their 
procession  was  one  of  wagons  and  little  else,  and  I 
have  been  informed  that,  in  order  to  make  it  appear 
as  long  as  possible,  in  passing  through  the  town, 
their  carriages  turned  round  the  squares,  formed 
upon  the  rear  again,  so  that  many  of  them  were 
counted  three  or  four  times;  so  great  was  their  de- 
sire to  make  a display  of  the  little  material  which 
they  had.  The  ruse  was  not  a new  one,  as,  no 
doubt,  many  had  done  the  same  thing  at  elections 
many  times  before.  You  may  set  the  whigs  down 
at  twenty  thousand,  and  if  there  is  any  variance 
from  the  truth  in  this  estimate,  it  will  be  on  the  safe 
side.  I remain  yours. 

THE  N.  JERSEY  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
minority’s  report. 

House  of  representatives,  July  16,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  constituting  a minority  of  the 
committee  of  elections,  to  which  was  referred  the 
New  Jersey  case,  not  concurring  in  the  result  to 
which  the  majority  of  the  committee  has  come,  and 
believing  that  it  sufficiently  appears,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  Messrs.  Charles  C.  Stratton,  John  P.  B. 
Maxwell  arid  William  Halstead  were  duly  elected 
members  of  the  25th  congress,  to  the  exclusion  of 
Messrs.  Joseph  Kille,  Daniel  B.  Ityall  and  Philemon 
Dickerson,  by  a majority  of  the  lawful  votes  of  the 
people  of  that  state,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  sub- 
joined exposition  of  their  views,  to  enable  this  ho- 
norable body  to  form  a just  estimate  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee,  and  of  the  merits  of  the  case. 
The  undersigned  feel  great  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
ment in  presenting  to  the  house,  within  a reasonable 
compass,  such  a development  of  the  case,  and  of 
the  action  of  the  committee  on  the  questions  arising, 
as  the  importance  of  the  subject  would  seem  to  re- 
quire. On  opening  the  evidence  w'e  perceived  that 
the  topics  of  controversy  were  exceedingly  nume- 
rous and  complicated,  and,  in  course,  of  the  inves- 
tigation, it  was  necessary,  sometimes,  to  recur  to 
provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  some 
times  to  those  of  New  Jersey,  and  at  other  times 
to  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  and  of  general 
jurisprudence.  With  no  less  than  four  hundred  and 
ninety  cases  of  contr  overted  votes,  and  with  this  great 
diversity  of  legal  principle  and  statutory  provision, 
applicable  to  the  case,  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
there  would  be  an  occasional  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  committee  as  to  the  fact,  the  law,  or  both. 
If  nothing  but  such  a difference  had  marked  the 
deliberations  of  the  committee,  the  undersigned 
would  have  remained  silent,  but  the  proceedings 


throughout  have  been  of  so  singular  a character  and 
distinguished  by  such  an  utter  disregard  of  the 
plainest  and  best  settled  principles  of  law  and  evi- 
dence, and  have  been  so  capricious,  inconsistent, 

artial,  irregular  and  unjust,  that  they  feel  impelled, 

}r  a high  sense  of  obligation  to  the  cause  of  justice 
and  truth,  to  undertake,  by  a brief  induction  of 
the  facts,  to  show  that  Ihe  conclusions  and  judg- 
ments of  the  majority  of  the  committee  are  wholly 
unworthy  of  the  sanction  of  this  house,  and  of  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  If  the  testimony  ad- 
duced be  examined  in  connexion  with  the  journal 
kept  by  the  committee,  where  are  recorded  the  opi- 
nions and  votes  of  the  members  on  all  the  various 
questions  arising  in  the  case,  it  will  appear  that  the 
majority,  in  numerous  instances,  overruled  objec- 
tions taken  by  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  his  associates 
to  the  legality  of  votes,  on  the  ground  that  the  evi- 
dence was  inadequate,  when,  in  fact,  such  evidence 
was  adequate  and  sufficient  to  convince  any  rea- 
sonable mind;  that  the  majority  insisted  upon  a 
much  higher  measure  of  proof  to  support  an  ob- 
jection on  one  side  than  was  required  to  sustain  a 
similar  objection  on  the  other;  and  Messrs.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates  often  failed  with  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, when  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others  prevailed 
with  that  which  was  comparatively  light  and  trivial; 
that  the  majority  applied  principles  of  statutory 
construction  or  general  law  in  such  a manner  to  de- 
feat the  efforts  of  one  side  to  establish  the  illegality 
of  votes,  and  then  refused,  on  some  frivolous  ground 
of  distinction,  to  apply  the  same  principles  to  cases 
arising  on  the  other  side,  when  the  merits  were  ob- 
viously alike,  and  that  they  adopted,  and  as  against 
one  of  the  parties  pertinaciously  adhered  to,  certain 
general  rules  which  were  eminently  adapted  to  de- 
feat all  inquiry  into  the  merits,  and  to  make  the 
whole  investigation  little  better  than  a mockery  and 
a farce,  thus  rendering  the  important  provision  of 
the  constitution  that  each  house  shall  be  the  judge 
not  merely  of  the  returns  and  qualifications,  but 
also  of  the  election  of  its  members,  vain  and  nuga- 
tory. 

The  undersigned,  before  they  advert  to  the  cases  by 
which  they  can,  as  they  believe,  evince  the  justice 
of  these  remarks,  would  invite  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  on  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. The  people  of  that  state  have  not  a consti- 
tution in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term,  but 
they  live  under  a system  of  government  ordained 
by  a colonial  legislature,  which  has  the  force  and 
effect  of  a constitution,  and  is  intended  in  some  of 
its  provisions  to  be  inviolate,  as  the  members  of  the 
general  assembly  are  obliged  at  the  outset  of  every 
session  to  swear  that  they  will  not  vote  to  change 
such  provisions,  of  which  that  relating  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise  is  not  one. 

By  the  conslitution  or  ordinance  a considerable 
property  qualification  was  originally  made  indispen- 
sable, but  this  has  been  subsequently  modified  by 
legislative  enactment. 

The  undersigned  have  felt  considerable  doubt  and 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  on  this  subject  on  ac- 
count of  their  uncertainty,  yet,  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  very  general  construction  given  in  that 
state  to  the  doubtful  clauses,  and  favoring  so  far  as 
may  be  the  policy  of  extending  this  invaluable  right 
— a policy  which  has  manifestly  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  good  people  of  N.  Jersey  they  are  satis- 
fied that  it  was  intended  by  the  law-makers  of  (hat 
state  that  the  franchise  should  be  exercised  by  all 
white  male  citizens  ot  the  United  States  who  have 
attained  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  reside  in  the 
township  where  they  offer  to  vote,  and  have  resided 
in  the  county  one  year  next  preceding,  and  paid  a 
tax,  or  been  assessed  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of 
the  state.  It  is  required  that  the  person  voting 
should  be  a free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  made  it  necessary  for  the  committee 
in  a very  numerous  class  o(  cases  to  examine  the 
naturalization  laws  ofthe  United  States  to  determine 
what  evidence  of  alienage  or  naturalization  is  ad- 
missible, competent  and  sufficient,  and  whether  the 
proceedings  taken  in  certain  cases  with  a view  to 
naturalization  were  valid,  and  conferred  the  right  of 
citizenship.  It  is  required  also  that  the  voters  should 
be  one  and  twenty  years  of  age,  and  this  involved 
questions  of  fact  whether  certain  persons  whose 
votes  were  challenged  as  illegal  were  or  were  not  of 
that  age  at  the  October  election  in  1838.  It  is  re- 
quired that  he  should  reside  in  the  towmship  at  the 
election,  and  in  the  county  during  the  year  preced- 
ing, and  this  rendered  it  our  duty  to  advert  to  the 
law  of  domicil,  and  to  determine  what  did  and  what 
did  not  amount  to  a change  of  residence  under  almost 
every  variety  of  circumstances;  and  finally,  it  is 
required  that  the  voters  either  should  have  paid  a 
tax  or  been  assessed;  and  this  often  involved  the 
committee  in  doubt  and  perplexity  touching  the 


terms  of  a very  incoherent  law  in  ascertaining  when 
the  tax  must  have,  been  paid,  and  how  the  party 
should  have  been  assessed,  and  whether  pauperism 
in  New  Jersey  operates  to  exclude  a person  from  the 
elective  franchise,  and,  if  so,  when  and  under  what 
circumstances.  Besides  these,  a great  variety  of 
incidental  questions  arose,  some  of  which  were  re- 
ferable to  the  ordinary  principles  of  law  and  evi- 
dence, and  others  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of  New 
Jersey,  but  the  undersigned  have  not  time  to  advert 
to  them  in  any  other  than  this  general  form. 

We  submit  this  statement  touching  the  extent, 
variety,  and  complication  of  the  questions  comprised 
in  this  controversy,  that  the  house  may  appreciate 
the  obligation  which  the  committee  were  under  to 
ascertain  the  true  principles  applicable  to  each  head 
of  inquiry,  and  to  apply  such  principles,  when  as- 
certained, with  scrupulous  fidelity  to  all  cases  as 
they  arose,  irrespective  of  parties,  and  with  a 
view  to  administer  even-handed  and  exact  justice 
to  all  concerned.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  the 
undersigned  find  themselves  constrained  to  say, 
(which  they  do  without  impeaching  the  motives  of 
their  associates  constituting  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee), that  such  an  administration  of  even-handed 
justice  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  record;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  perceive  in  it  nothing  but  a confused 
medley  of  adjudication,  little  better  than  a chaos  of 
principles,  with  all  the  jarring  elements  of  incon- 
sistency united  to  defeat  the  requisitions  of  legal 
rights  and  obvious  truths.  To  go  into  all  the  parti- 
culars by  which  the  propriety  of  these  suggestions 
can  be  sustained  is  wholly  impossible;  but  (he  un- 
dersigned will  endeavor  to  illustrate  their  views  by 
a series  of  simple  cases,  and  will  thus  show  that  any 
thing  else  may  be  found  in  these  anomalous  and 
strange  proceedings  than  a sound,  impartial  and 
faithful  administration  of  justice. 

To  enable  the  house  to  appreciate  the  ac;ion  of  the 
committee  on  the  cases  to  which  we  are  about  to  re- 
fer, we  would  remark  that  it  was  conceded  by  all  the 
members  that  the  reception  of  a vote  by  the  election 
bfficers  raised  a presumption  in  favor  of  the  legali- 
ty of  such  vote.  Early  in  our  deliberations,  we 
adopted  a resolution  declarative  of  this  principle, 
the  justice  and  piopriety  of  which  must  be  apparent 
to  all.  But,  very  soon  after  we  commenced  scru- 
tinizing the  votes,  we  perceived  that  there  was  a 
radical  difference  of  opinion  in  the  committee  touch- 
ing the  use  which  should  be  made  of  this  presump- 
tion. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  the  only  ef- 
fect which  can  be  given  to  the  reception  of  a vote 
at  the  polls  is  to  throw  the  burden  of  proof  on  the 
party  objecting  to  its  legality;  but  the  majority 
seemed  disposed  to  carry  the  principle  much  further, 
and  to  convert  the  presumption  into  “a  swift  wit- 
ness” in  favor  of  the  opposite  party.  If  a credible 
witness  was  adduced  who  proved  the  fact  of  ille- 
gality by  his  positive  oath,  the  majority  w'ould  con- 
front such  witness  with  the  presumption,  and  would 
give  it  all  the  efficacy  appertaining  to  testimony 
under  oath,  and,  thus  balancing  the  oath  of  the  liv- 
ing witness  against  the  presumption,  they  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing  was  proved. 
Nay,  more;  the  majority,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
held  that  the  presumption  was  so  strong  that  it  im- 
posed on  the  party  excepting  to  a vote  the  burden 
of  proving  a negative.  When  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and 
others  objected  to  a vote  on  the  ground  of  alienage, 
they  were  required  to  prove  not  merely  that  the  voter 
was  an  alien  horn,  but  that  he  had  not  been  natura- 
lized— a task  which,  in  many  cases,  is  wholly  im- 
practicable. 

The  undersigned  cannot  omit  noticingone  curious 
circumstance,  and  that  is,  that  this  presumption  sel- 
dom visited  the  committee  room  except  when  one 
of  these  parties  was  endeavoring  to  establish  the 
illegality  of  votes.  If  it  appeared  at  all  when  the 
other  party  was  making  the  same  effort,  the  under- 
signed must  say  they  were  scarcely  conscious  of  its 
presence.  Why  this  principle  should  “wax  and 
wane”  in  this  singular  manner  we  acknowledge  our- 
selves unable  to  determine,  and  we  must  refer  the 
solution  of  the  phenomena  to  more  philosophical 
minds.  But  the  undersigned  wilt  recur  to  these 
topics  hereafter.  They  now'  proceed  to  the  illustra- 
tions; and  first,  they  invite  the  atlention  of  the  house 
to  the  cases  of  John  McCouaghy  and  Charles  T. 
Pool,  the  first  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and 
others,  and  the  last  by  their  competitors,  and  both 
on  the  ground  of  alienage. 

John  McConaghy,  being  sworn,  saitli:  That  he 
voted  on  the  last  day  of  the  election  in  the  township 
of  Amwcll,  at  the  congressional  election  held  at  the 
house  of  Nathan  Resbee,  in  Ihe  village  of  Lamberts- 
vilie,  in  said  township,  in  the  year  1838;  thinks  it 
was  in  the  month  of  October;  does  not  recollect  the 
day  of  the  month.  I voted  the  democratic  ticket; 
it  was  ealled  the  Van  Buren  ticket;  I received  a 
whig  ticket  ofEdw'ard  Hunt;  I did  not  like  it;  I re- 
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ceived  another  of  Mr.  Samuel  Carhart;  said  ticket 
was  the  Van  Buren  democratic  ticket;  said  ticket 
was  for  members  of  congress;  I put  said  ticket  in 
the  ballot-box;  I was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  I arrived  in  this  coun- 
try on  the  lGth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1801;  I was  about 
sixteen  years  old;  I never  had  any  naturalization  pa- 
pers in  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  I have  voted  11 
years  in  New  Jersey;  I was  never  called  upon  for 
any  naturalization  papers  in  New  Jersey;  I never 
had  any  at  any  time  when  I voted  in  New  Jersey;  I 
had  not  any  at  the  time  that  I refer  to  in  this  depo- 
sition, (meaning  the  year  1838),  when  I voted  for 
members  of  congress;  I am  fifty- four  years  old;  I can 
read;  the  ticket  which  I voted  at  the  time  referred  to 
in  this  deposition  had  on  it  the  names  of  the  Van 
Buren  candidates  for  congress. 

his 

JOHN  x McCONAGHY. 
mark. 

In  the  face  of  such  testimony  as  this,  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  deduct  the  vote  of  Mr.  McConaghy 
from  the  poll  of  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others.  He  did 
not  pretend  that  he  had  been  naturalized — on  the 
contrary,  swore  substantially  that  he  had  not  been: 
no  other  construction  can  be  given  to  his  evidence. 
We  ask  the  house  to  contrast  this  case  with  that  of 
Charles  T.  Pool,  which  is  as  follows: 
i Charles  T.  Pool,  sworn,  saith:  I voted  at  the  con- 
gressional election  in  the  township  of  Mansfield, 
Warren  county,  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1838;  I am 
not  a native  born  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America;  I was  not  naturalized  myself  at  that  time, 
except  that  I considered  myself  naturalized  by  com- 
ing here  when  an  infant,  and  my  father  being  natu- 
ralized, I believe;  I believe  ray  father  was  naturaliz- 
ed, because  I recollect,  when  I was  young,  of  hear- 
ing him  talk  about  his  being  naturalized;  whether 
he  had  been,  or  was  to  be,  I do  not  recollect.  In 
the  next  place,  I know  of  his  voting  a number  of 
years,  and  never  heard  any  objection  to  it;  I never 
saw  him  vote,  to  my  knowledge;  he  died  when  I 
was  about  eighteen  years  of  age;  I never  saw  his 
naturalization  papers;  I am  not  positive  whether  he 
said  he  had  been  naturalized  or  was  to  be;  1 voted  a 
whig  congressional  ticket  in  the  fall  of  183S,  in  this 
township. 

And  being  cross-examined,  saith:  I know  of  my 
father’s  voting  by  hearing  him  speak  of  it;  I have 
heard  him  say  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket;  I 
know  of  his  going  to  the  polls  for  the  purpose  of  vot- 
ing; this  was  when  the  parties  ran  high  something 
like  the  years  1806,  ’7  and  ’8;  I think  there  was  an 
embargo  at  the  time;  I recollect  hearing  my  father 
read  about  it  in  the  papers;  I do  not  recollect  my 
father’s  serving  on  juries;  he  never  was  a freeholder 
in  the  county,  I believe;  he  died  in  the  year  1813,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection;  his  name  was  Cyrus 
John  Pool. 

And  being  called  again,  in  chief,  saith:  1 was  five 
year9  of  age  when  I caine  to  this  country. 

CHARLES  T.  POOL. 

In  this  case  the  committee, decided  the' vote  of 
Pool  to  be  an  unlawful  vote,  and  deducted  it  from 
the  poll  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others.  It  thus  ap- 
pears that  McConaghy  was  declared  a1  citizen 
against  bis  own  oath  that  he  was  and  remained  an 
alien.  And  Pool  was  determined  to  be  an  alien 
upon  the  mere  fact  that  he  was  born  such,  with  very 
good  grounds  for  believing  that  he  had  acquired  the 
rights  of  citizenship  through  the  naturalization  of 
his  father. 

The  undersigned  are  at  a loss  to  conceive  of  any 
language  that  will  adequately  express  their  sense  of 
the  flagrant  injustice  and  inconsistency  of  these  de- 
cisions. 

The  next  cases  to  which  the  undersigned  would 
invite  the  attention  of  the  house  are  those  of  Candor 
Carr,  whose  vote  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Ay- 
crigg and  bis  associates  on  the  ground  of  alienage, 
and  of  Jas.  B.  Bolton,  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Vroom 
and  others  for  the  same  reason;  in  respect  to  which 
the  committee,  with  the  facts  substantially  the  same, 
came  to  directly  opposite  results. 

Candor  Carr  voted  the  administration  ticket  in 
the  township  of  Hardiston,  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
at  the  congressional  election  in  1838.  His  vote  was 
objected  to  by  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  on  the 
grouDd  of  alienage.  He  was  summoned  as  a wit- 
ness, and  appeared  before  the  magistrate,  but,  on 
the  oath  being  tendered  to  him,  he  refused  to  be 
sworn  or  to  testify  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  the 
case. 

Samuel  M.  Peck  testified  that  he  knew  Candor 
Carr;  had  heard  him  say  that  he  came  from  Ireland; 
that  he  was  not  naturalized  in  New'  York  when  he 
first  came  to  that  city;  did  not  say  how  long  after, 
but  it  was  soon  after.  It  was  in  1838,  some  time 
before  the  election,  that  witness  heard  him  say  that 
be  had  been  naturalized.  It  appears  from  the  evi- 
dence that,  in  that  township,  the  election  ofEcers 


held  that  aliens  or  unnaturalized  foreigners  were, 
according  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  entitled  to 
vote — a decision  which  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
was  palpably  erroneous.  One  would  suppose  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  raise  a presumption  in  favor 
of  a vote  from  the  mere  reception  of  it  by  election 
officers  under  such  circumstances,  but  the  majority, 
notwithstanding  the  determination  of  the  board  to 
admit  the' votes  of  aliens,  and  notwithstanding  the 
voter  stood  obstinately  mute  when  his  right  was  in 
question,  and  when  he  could  have  vindicated  that 
right  by  a breath,  if  it  had  been  susceptible  of  vin- 
dication, held  that  the  mere  admission  of  the  vote  at 
the  polls  proved  that  the  voter  was  no  alien;  or,  in 
other  words,  they  gravely  concluded  from  such 
premises  that  he  had  been  naturalized;  they  over- 
ruled the  objection  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others, 
and  held  the  vote  to  be  a lawful  one. 

We  submit  to  the  house  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, we  use  too  strong  language  in  pro- 
nouncing this  result  a judicial  perversion.  But  the 
enormity  of  the  decision  cannot  be  understood  till 
we  contrast  it  with  a case  to  which  we  now  ask  the 
attention  of  the  house. 

James  B.  Bolton  voted  the  opposition  ticket  in 
the  township  of  Frankford,  in  the  same  county  and 
at  the  same  election.  His  vote  was  objected  (o  by 
Messrs.  Vroom  and  ;others  for  the  same  reason;  he 
was  duly  summoned  by  them  and  refused  to  appear 
as  a witness.  Nathaniel  Roe  proves  that  he  knows 
Bolton;  that  he  is  a foreigner;  from  his  acquaintance 
with  him,  he  supposes  him  to  be  a foreigner;  he  has 
told  the  witness  once  and  since  the  election  that  he 
had  been  naturalized;  has  known  him  five  or  six 
years;  his  vote  was  not  objected  to,  and  nothing  was 
said  at  that  election  about  foreigners  voting.  Sam- 
uel Price  proves  a conversation  between  himself  and 
Bolton  in  substance  as  follows:  I told  him  that  if  he 
had  been  naturalized  I considered  him  a legal  voter 
in  the  township;  he  said  he  had  been  naturalized  iri 
Albany,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  I then  told  him 
he  had  better  come  down  and  state  the  fact,  and  it 
would  make  him  a legal  voter  under  the  old  law; 
that  the  new  law  would  require  him  to  produce  his 
papers;  that  ho  had  better  testify  to  the  fact  and  then 
send  to  Albany  to  get  his  papers,  and  that  would 
make  him  a legal  voter  next  fall;  he  said  it  would 
not  cost  more  to  be  naturalized  again  than  to  get  the 
certificate  from  Albany;  this  the  witness  contradict- 
ed, and  other  conversation  followed  which  need  not 
be  repeated.  The  witness  adds:  I then  told  him 
that  I suspected  for  a long  time  that  he  had  never 
been  naturalized,  from  loose  expressions  that  I had 
heard  him  make  at  different  times  on  that  subject. 
Mrs.  Buchanan,  who  was  present  then,  said:  I sup- 
pose you  are  now  satisfied  that  he  has  never  been 
naturalized;  I replied  that  I was.  This  was  said  in 
his  presence,  to  which  he  made  no  remarks  in  re- 
ply; it  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  Bolton  had 
voted  five  or  six  times  before  without  any  objection 
being  made;  also  the  conversation  detailed  by  Price 
took  place  when  the  subpoena  was  served  on  Bolton, 
he,  Price,  acting  as  an  officer  for  that  purpose.  The 
declaration,  therefore,  was  made  by  Bolton  pending 
the  controversy,  and  was  on  that  account,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  wholly  inadmissible. 

It  would  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  receive 
and  give  effect  to  conversations  had  under  such  cir- 
cumstances in  a case  of  contested  elections.  The 
house  can  hardly  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  won- 
derful coincidence  between  these  cases.  In  both 
the  foreigners  were  voters — in  both  they  affirmed 
that  they  had  been  naturalized — in  both  they  refused 
to  be  sworn  or  disclose  the  facts — and  in  both  they 
stood  mute  when  their  right  was  called  in  question. 
There  are  strong  circumstances  in  favor  of  the  vote 
of  Bolton  which  do  not  exist  in  the  case  of  Carr:  one 
is,  tliat  the  authorities  of  Frankford,  unlike  those  of 
Hardiston,  did  not  intentionally  admit  .alien  votes 
contrary  to  law:  so  that  the  vote  of  Bolton  was  sus- 
tained by  whatever  of  presumption  there  may  be  re- 
sulting from  its  presentation  and  admission  at  the 
polls.  And  another  is,  that  Carr  affirmed  that  he 
was  naturalized  at  a time  when  he  could  not  have 
been  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  that  is  to  say,  when  he 
first  came  into  New  York  from  Ireland;  whereas  no 
such  objection  exists  in  the  case  of  Bolton;  and  yet 
the  majority  held,  after  sustaining  the  vote  of  Carr, 
that  the  vote  of  Bolton  was  an  unlawful  vote.  By 
what  process  of  reasoning  they  arrived  at  such  a 
conclusion  (he  undersigned  are  at  a loss  to  under- 
stand— they  are  reluctant  to  believe  that  it  was  be- 
cause Carr  voted  the  administration,  and  Bolton  the 
opposition  ticket. 

The  undersigned  will  now  advert  to  two  very  re- 
markable cases,  and  which  will  serve  better  perhaps 
than  any  other  to  characterize  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee.  They  are  as  follow's: 

Philip  Schether  voted  the  whig  ticket  at  the  town- 
ship of  Millville,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  at 
the  same  election.  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others  ob- 


jected to  his  vote  on  the  same  ground;  his  own  tes- 
timony was  produced  to  sustain  the  objection.  He 
testified  that  he  was  a native  of  Germany,  that  he 
was  naturalized  at  the  time  he  voted  in  1338,  and 
would  have  sworn  to  it  at  that  time.  He  thinks  he 
stated  that  he  had  been  naturalized  when  he  offered 
to  vote,  but  is  not  certain.  Some  of  the  judges  had 
been  told  of  it  before.  Was  naturalized  in  Tennes- 
see in  1832.  Did  not  produce  any  evidence  of  his 
naturalization — none  was  called  for.  He  had  not 
then,  nor  has  he  now,  any  evidence  of  the  fact,  but 
has  sent  his  papers  to  Germany  in  order  to  save  the 
necessity  of  procuring  a substitute  in  the  army.  It 
appears  that  he  had  formerly  voted  at  other  places 
besides  Millville.  There  was  more  testimony  ad- 
duced, but  we  have  stated  all  that  we  deem  mate- 
rial. The  committee  sustained  the  objection,  and 
deducted  the  vote  from  the  poll  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg 
and  others. 

Archibald  McCambridge  voted  the  administration 
ticket  at  the  same  township  and  the  same  election, 
and  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  objected  to  his  vote 
on  1 lie  same  grounds.  The  voter  himself  was  ex- 
amined as  a witness,  and  after  swearing  that  he  is  a 
native  of  Ireland,  testifies  as  follows:  ‘-I  have  been 
naturalized;  I was  naturalized  at  Mount  Holly;  I had 
been  in  Millville  twice  or  three  times  before  I was 
naturalized;  don’t  recollect  the  year  I was  naturaliz- 
ed; I think  it  was  in  1821  or  1822,  if  I remember 
right;  it  was  in  the  fall  or  winter  before  I broke  my 
thigh.”  Mount  Holly  is  the  county  seat  of  the 
county  of  Burlington,  and  when  the  witness  says  he 
was  naturalized  in  Mount  Holly,  he  doubtless  means 
to  be  understood  to  swear  that  he  was  naturalized 
before  some  one  of  the  courts  held  there.  Messrs. 
Aycrigg  and  others  produced  the  certificate  of  the 
clerk  of  that  county,  who  has  the  custody  of  all  the 
judicial  records  of  that  county,  stating  that  he  had 
searched  the  same,  and  that  he  could 'find  no  record 
or  paper  appertaining  to  the  naturalization  of  the 
witness.  In  the  face  of  this  fact,  the  committee 
overruled  the  objection,  and  held  the  vote  to  be  a 
lawful  vote.  To  enable  the  house  to  appreciate 
these  cases,  we  would  observe  that  the  roinmittee 
have  often  held  that  they  would  not  require  record 
evidence  of  naturalization,  but  would  act  on  second- 
ary proof  of  that  fact— such  as  the  oath  of  the  voter, 
or  other  credible  evidence.  The  house  will  hardly 
fail  to  notice  how  much  stronger  the  case  of  Sche- 
ther is  in  favor  of  the  voter,  than  that  of  McCam- 
bridge. In  both  they  were  foreigners,  and  in  both 
they  positively  swore  that  they  hail  been  naturalized. 
And  in  favor  of  both  the  presumption  existed,  which 
arises  from  the  reception  of  their  votes  at  the  polls; 
but  the  testimony  of  the  latter  was  flatly  contradict- 
ed by  tile  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  Burlington  coun- 
ty, and  yet  the  committee  held  the  vote  cast  by 
Schether  for  the  whig  candidates  to  be  an  unlawful 
vote,  and  the  vote  cast  by  McCambridge  for  their 
opponents  to  be  a lawful  vote. 

Many  other  cases,  equally  significant,  might  be 
cited  under  the  head  of  alienage,  but  we  have  nei- 
ther time  nor  space  to  advert  to  them. 

The  undersigned  will  next  invite  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  record  in 
the  disposition  of  the  cases  objected  to  on  the  ground 
of  non-age  or  infancy. 

Augustus  Moore  voted  in  the  township  of  War- 
ren, county  of  Somerset,  at  the  same  congressional 
election;  lie  voted  the  administration  ticket.  Aycrigg 
and  others  objected  to  his  vote  on  the  ground  of  in- 
fancy, and  proved  by  the  testimony  of  John  Meechel 
that  he  had  a conversation  with  Moore  in  the  fall  of 
1838,  before  the  election,  and  he  told  him  he  was  not 
old  enough  to  vote.  W.  Corey  took  part  in  the  con- 
versation, and  he  asked  him  whether  he  (Moore) 
was  old  enough  to  vote.'  Mr.  Moore  said  he  was  not 
old  enough  to  vote  that  year;  no  testimony  was  pro- 
duced in  opposition  lo  this,  so  tliat  the  case  stood 
upon  a declaration  of  the  voter  against  his  right, 
made  at  a time  when  he  had  no  motive  to  violate 
the  truth,  and  yet  the  majority  held  the  proof  inade- 
quate on  the  ground  of  hearsay.  Contrary  to  what 
the  undersigned  believe  to  be  the  true  principle, 
they  overruled  the  objection  and  decided  that  the 
vote  was  a lawful  vote. 

William  Kenis  yoted  at  the  township  of  Pequan- 
nock,  in  the  county  of  Morris,  at  the  same  election; 
he  voted  the  whig  ticket;  his  vote  was  objected  to 
by  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others,  on  the  same  ground, 
they  proved  by  Benjamin  Crone  that  he  had  been 
acquainted  with  Kenis  from  a child,  witness  under- 
stood him  that  he  would  be  twenty -one  years  old  in 
the  summer  of  1839.  Witness  did  business  for  him, 
and  lie  could  not  sell  his  lands  because  he  was  not 
of  age;  that  he  is  about  of  age  now,  (deposition  ta- 
ken March  20,  1810).  Win.  Kenis  told  him  so  at 
the  lime.  This  was  the  whole  proof:  the  mere  de- 
claration of  the  voter  made  out  of  court  more  than 
six  months  after  the  election,  in  substance  that  he 
was  not  of  age  at  the  October  election  of  1838;  yet 
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the  majority  of  the  committee  sustained  the  objec- 
tion of  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others  in  the  teeth  of 
their  decision  in  Moore’s  case,  and  field,  the  vote  of 
Kenis  to  be  an  unlawful  vote. 

The  case  of  Samuel  A.  Price,  who  voted  the  ad- 
ministration ticket  at  Frankfoid,  in  the  county  of 
Sussex,  at  the  same  election,  and  whose  vote  W'as 
objected  to  by  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others,  on  the 
ground  of  non-age,  will  be  found  to  conflict  also 
with  that  of  Augustus  Moore,  (vide  printed  evi- 
dence, pages  198,  199,  200,  1,  2.  4 and  5).  It  is  in 
fact  a much  stronger  case,  for  Price  refused  to  ap- 
pear when  summoned  and  state  his  age;  but  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  deduct  his  vote  from  the  poll  of 
Messrs.  Yroom  and  others.  It  thus  appears  that  a 
statement  of  a voter  as  to  his  age  is  good  and  suffi- 
cient for  one  of  the  parties,  but  is  not  so  in  favor  of 
the  other.  We  shall  leave  the  majority  to  assign  the 
reason,  if  any  exist,  for  such  a distinction. 

The  undersigned  would  observe  that  very  nume- 
rous cases  were  submitted  to  the  committee  of  ob- 
jections to  votes  on  the  ground  of  non  residence. — 
The  laws  of  New  Jersey  require  that  the  voter 
should  have  resided  in  the  county  one  year  previous 
to,  and  in  the  township  where  he  votes  at  the  time 
of  election.  No  fixed  period  of  residence  in  the 
township  is  necessary — it  is  sufficient  if  the  voter  be 
actually  domiciled  then  at  the  election,  but  the  resi- 
dence in  the  county  must  have  been  one  year  next 
preceding  the  election,  and  the  question  of  non-re- 
sidence submitted  to  the  committee  appertained  prin- 
cipally to  the  latter  species  of  residence.  The  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  subject  are  well  settled;  the 
most  important  of  which  we  cite  from  judge  Story’s 
able  and  learned  treatise  on  the  conflict  of  laws,  from 
page  44  to  47.  They  are  as  follows:  “The  place  of 
birth  of  a person  is  considered  as  his  domicil,  if  it  is 
at  the  time  of  his  birth  the  domicil  of  his  parents.” 
“Praia  facia  where  a person  lives  is  taken  to  be  his 
domicil,  until  other  facts  establish  the  contrary.” — 
“The  place  where  a married  man’s  family  reside  is 
generally  to  be  deemed  his  domicil,  and  if  a married 
man  has  his  family  fixed  in  one  place  and  he  does 
liis  business  in  another,  the  former  is  considered  the 
place  of  bis  domicil.”  “If  a married  man  has  two 
places  of  residence  at  different  times  of  the  year, 
that  will  be  esteemed  his  domicil  which  he  himself 
selects  or  describes  to  be  his  home,  or  which  appears 
to  be  the  centre  of  his  affairs,  or  where  he  votes  or 
exercises  the  rights  and  duties  of  a citizen.”  “The 
mere  intention  to  acquire  a new  domicil,  without  the 
fact  of  removal,  avails  nothing;  neither  does  the  fact 
ot  removal  without  the  intention;  both  must  concur.” 
“A  domicil  once  acquired  remains  until  a new  one 
is  acquired,”  which  is  so  “when  a person  actually 
removes  to  another  place  with  an  intention  of  re- 
maining there  for  any  indefinite  period  of  time.” 

These  are  the  principles,  butthe  undersigned  insist 
that  the  majority  have  not  applied  them  properly  to 
the  cases  submitted,  and  their  decisions  are  irrecon- 
cilable and  contradictory,  and  thus  they  .propose  to 
illustrate  .as  follows: 

Thomas  A.  Drake  voted  in  the  township  of  War- 
ren, in  the  county  of  Somerset,  at  the  congressional 
election  in  1838;  he' voted  the  administration  ticket; 
Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  objected  to  his  vote  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  not  resided  in  the  county  one 
entire  year  next  preceding  the  election.  Jeremiah 
Drake,  the  father  of  Thomas  A.  swore  that  his  son 
went  to  Rahway  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1S38; 
he  went  there  to  work  and  live;  his  wife  was  there 
at  the  time;  he  married  at  Rahway,  in  the  county  of 
Essex;  he  made  his  home  there  at  that  time,  and  has 
continued  to  live  there  ever  since.  The  witness  af- 
terwards adds,  “when  Thomas  went  away  from  my 
house  on  the  5th  of  October,  1838,  he  went  then  (to 
Rahway)  to  live,  and  has  remained  there  ever  since, 
and  ha3  never  had.'a  home  in  Warren  township  since, 
that  I know  of.”  Nothing  was  shown  in  opposition 
to  this  evidence,  which  we  deem  proof  positive  of  a 
change  of  residence  from  Somerset  to  Essex  county, 
anterior  to  the  election  in  1838,  which  took  place  on 
the  9th  and  10th  days  of  October  of  that  year.  The 
objection  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  was  over- 
ruled. 

Marshall  Conant  voted  in  the  same  township  at 
the  same  election.  His  vote  was  objected  to  for  non- 
residence. John  D.  Putnam  was  the  only  witness 
called,  who  proved  that  Marshall  Conant  lived  at  N. 
Drake’s  that  season;  that  he  moved  from  Drake’s 
between  the  first  and  middle  of  September,  1838; 
took  away  a large  chest  and  small  trunk,  and  said 
he  was  going  to  reside  at  Green  Village,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Morris,  to  teach  a school  and  tend  store  there, 
(employments  that  would  seem  to  be  rather  incoin- 
patable).  The  witness  does  not  know  when  he  went 
except  by  what  he  said;  did  not  see  him  go  to  Mor- 
ris county,  and  did  not  know  of  his  returning  to 
reside  at  Drake’s  till  after  the  election.  It  appears 
by  the  evidence  that  Conaut  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood at  the  time  the  testimony  was  taken,  and  no 


attempt  made  to  obtain  his  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
On  this  evidence,  infinitely  more  feeble  and  lame 
than  that  adduced  in  the  case  of  S.  A.  Drake,  the 
committee  rejected  the  vote  of  Conant.  We  ask  the 
house  to  contrast  the  two  cases. 

In  the  first  place,  Drake  went  to  his  wife  and  fa- 
mily. Conant  did  not.  Drake  became  a permanent 
resident  of  the  place  to  which  he  went.  Conant  did 
not;  he  appears  to  have  returned  immediately  after 
the  election,  thus  evincing  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
change  his  residence.  And  in  Drake’s  case,  his  fa- 
ther swears  positively  that  his  son  did  change  his  re- 
sidence, and  did  go  to  Rahway  to  reside  on  the  5th 
of  October;  but  no  such  testimony  is  given  in  Co- 
nant’s  case:  and  yet  the  committee  come  to  directly 
opposite  results  in  the  two  cases — that  the  first  was 
a lawful  and  the  last  an  unlawful  vote.  It  is  scarce- 
ly necessary,  after  this  statement,  to  inform  the  house 
that  Marshall  Conant  voted  the  whig  ticket — a fact 
to  which  we  are  obliged  to  recur  much  too  often  in 
giving  an  exposition  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Robert  Greenleaf  voted  at  South  Amboy,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  at  the  same  election.  He 
voted  the  administration  ticket.  Messrs.  Aycrigg 
and  others  objected  to  his  vote  on  the  ground  of 
non-residence.  John  B.  Applegate  proves  that 
Greenleaf  offered  to  vote  at  the  election  in  1838,  and 
he  challenged  his  vote,  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
not  lived  long  enough  in  the  county.  He  told  the 
judges  that  he  had  moved  his  family  into  the  county 
of  Middlesex  only  a few  days  before  the  first  day  of 
April,  1838,  which  he  admitted  to  be  true.  John 
Seward  proves  that  his  family  lived  in  Patterson,  as 
he  heard  him  say;  did  not  know  that  he  moved  there 
directly  from  Patterson;  they  might  have  been  in  N. 
York;  knows  that  his  family  came  to  South  Amboy 
in  the  steamboat,  and  helped  him  remove  his  goods 
from  the  boat;  he  moved  into  Conologue’s  house, 
who  lived  the  next  door  to  the  witness.  Thomas 
Applegate  proves  that  Greenleaf  moved  his  family 
into  the  county  of  Middlesex  in  the  spring  of  1838, 
from  the  county  of  Bergen,  as  he  thought.  He  work- 
ed at  South  Amboy  the  fall  before,  but  at  what  time 
the  witness  does  not  recollect.  Previous  to  the  spring 
of  1833,  R.  Greenleaf  left  South  Amboy  every  two 
or  three  months,  as  witness  expected  to  go  to  see  his 
family;  has  heard  him  say  previous  to  the  spring  of 
1838  that  his  family  lived  in  the  county  of  Bergen. 
This,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  i3,  on  in- 
disputable principles,  a perfectly  clear  case  of  non- 
residence at  South  Amboy,  and  yet  the  committee 
overruled  the  objection,  and  held  the  vote  to  be  a 
lawful  vote. 

John  Teats  voted  in  the  township  of  Hardwick, 
in  the  county  of  Warren,  at  the  same  election.  He 
voted  the  opposition  ticket.  Messrs.  Vroom  and 
others  objected  to  the  vote  on  the  ground  that  he  did 
not  reside  in  the  township  at  the  election,  though  it 
was  admitted  that  he  had  resided  in  the  county  the 
year  preceding.  John  L.  Armstrong  proves  that  his 
wife  and  family  resided  at  Columbia,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Knokoo,  in  that  county,  in  the  fall  of  1838, 
at  the  time  of  the  congressional  election  of  that 
year.  Witness  could  not  tell  how  long  he  had  work- 
ed for  him  previous  to  the  election;  thinks  it  was 
more  than  one  week,  but  not  over  two;  he  remained 
with  the  witness  after  the  election  till  cold  weather; 
he  hired  him,  and  calculated  to  keep  him  longer,  but 
did  not;  did  not  hire  him  for  any  length  of  time,  but 
expected  to  keep  him  a year.  The  committee  held 
properly  that  the  residence  of  Teats  was  with  his 
family  at  Columbia,  and  that  he  could  not  vote  at 
Hardwick.  They  therefore  deducted  the  vote  from 
the  poll  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  his  associates;  but 
the  decision  of  t tie  committee  in  Greenleaf’s  case 
conflicts  directly  with  that  of  Teats.  In  both  cases 
the  electors  were  married  men,  and  in  both  they  had 
families  residing  in  one  place  while  they  were  labor- 
ing in  another;  and  yet  in  one  case  the  committee 
held  that  the  elector  could  vole  in  the  place  where 
lie  was  at  work,  and  in  the  other  case  that  he  could 
not. 

William  Helm  voted  at  Newton,  in  the  county  of 
Sussex,  at  the  same  election;  he  voted  the  admini- 
stration ticket.  This  vote  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
Aycrigg  and  others,  on  the  ground  of  non-residence. 
John  S.  Bradrick  proves  that  he  knew  Helm;  never 
knew  him  till  August  or  September  before  the  elec- 
tion; did  not  know  how  long  he  had  lived  in  the 
county;  he  said  he  came  from  the  east  of  the  North 
river,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  when  he  came  here; 
did  not  know  when  he  came  from  that  state;  a labor- 
ing man,  whose  principal  business  was  to  make  stone 
fence,  and  was  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lafa- 
yette at  the  time  of  the  election.  Witness  does  not 
know  where  lie  is  now.  John  B.  Gustin  proves  that 
lie  first  saw  Helm  in  the  spring  of  1833  at  Lafayette, 
hired  him  to  work  for  him  in  September  following; 
he  then  told  witness  he  came  from  Columbia  coun- 
ty, in  the  state  of  New  York;  ha  told  me  so  when 


he  came  to  Lafayette  in  the  spring;  he  had  two  bun- 
dles with  him,  and  a bag,  and  appeared  as  if  lie  had 
been  travelling  when  witness  first  saw  him.  He 
adds  that  Helm  did  not  tell  him  how  long  he  had 
been  in  the  county;  he  was  laying  stone  fence  about 
the  neighborhood;  and  the  witness  understood  that 
he  had  gone  back  to  the  state  of  New  York.  Upon 
this  state  of  facts,  the  committee  overruled  the  ob- 
jections of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others,  and  held  the 
vote  to  have  been  a lawful  vote. 

Chatles  P.  Marks  voted  the  opposite  ticket  at 
Elizabethtown,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  at  the  same 
election.  Hisvote  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Vroom 
and  his  associates,  for  the  same  reason.  To  sus- 
tain the  objection,  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hatfield  is 
introduced,  who  swears  that  he  knows  Marks;  he 
follows  the  business  of  a travelling  merchant  or 
pedlar;  lie  is  from  Connecticut;  a single  man;  prior 
to  the  spring  of  1833,  he  left  the  employ  of  Kellog 
and  Halsey,  at  Elizabethtown,  and  purchased  a 
wagon  of  the  deponent;  went  to  Patterson,  got  a 
load  there,  and  peddled  for  some  one  in  Patterson, 
and  he  never  returned  here  to  make  it  his  residence. 
In  opposition  to  this,  M.  W.  Halsey  proves  that 
Maiks  was  in  the  employ  of  Kellog  & H,  Isey,  of 
which  firm  the  witness  was  a member;  his  business, 
from  1835  to  1838,  was  peddling  goods  for  Kellog 
fc  Halsey,  with  a one  horse  wagon,  through  the 
country;  his  washing,  making  and  mending  clothes, 
was  done  at  Elizabeth  town  from  1835  to  February, 
1838;  after  that  time  he  ceased  to  be  in  the  employ 
of  the  firm.  But  the  witness  swears  positively  that 
Marks  had  his  washing,  mending  and  making 
clothes,  done  at  Elizabethtown,  and  made  his  home 
at  the  house  of  the  deponent  up  to  1S39,  and  to  the 
spring  of  1S39,  as  he  thinks.  Notwithstanding  this 
evidence,  the  majority  of  the  committee  held  that 
Marks  was  not  a resident  of  Elizabethtown  at  the 
election  of  1838,  and  deducted  his  vote  from  the  poll 
of  Messrs.  Aycrigg,  and  others. 

We  confidently  submit  that  the  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  legality  of  the  vote  of  Marks  is  much  stronger 
than  that  adduced  to  sustain  the  vote  of  Helm;  in- 
deed, there  are  some  very  insignificant  circum- 
stances against  the  vote  of  the  latter:  his  employ- 
ment, that  of  making  stone  wall,  renders  it  improba- 
ble that  he  should  have  been  in  Sussex  in  the  winter 
of37-’8,  when  his  home  was  in  the-state  of  New 
York,  and  his  appearance,  when  first  seen  by  Mr. 
Gustin,  being  that  of  a person  who  had  been  travel- 
ling, is  a sufficient  intimation  of  the  truth.  He  had 
just  then  arrived  from  the  county  of  Columbia,  in 
the  state  of  New  York;  but  no  such  facts  existed  in 
the  case  of  Marks,  and  yet  the  committee  held  the 
one,  sustained  by  feeble,  and  at  best  doubtful,  proof, 
to  be  a lawful  vote,  and  the  other,  in  opposition  to 
positive  evidence,  to  be  an  unlawful  vote. 

Charles  Swallow  offered  to  vote  the  whig  ticket 
in  the  township  of  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Hun- 
terdon, at  the  same  election.  His  vote  was  rejected 
by  the  election  officers  on  the  ground  ot  noil-resi- 
dence. Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  now  claim  that 
his  vote  was  a lawful  vote  in  Delaware,  and  should 
be  added  to  their  poll.  It  appears  from  the  evidence 
of  Swallow  that  he  was  a native  of  that  township, 
was  a single  man,  his  farther  lived  there;  he  had 
been  emploj'ed  on  canals  and  roads  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  for  a number  of  years;  but  he  says  “I 
always  considered  my  father’s  house  my  home.  I 
always  considered  the  jobs  I was  doing  as  tempora- 
ry jobs.  I had  a horse  a part  of  the  time  at  my 
father’s  when  I was  absent.  I have  never  been 
away  except  when  engaged  on  public  works.  I 
always  called  my  father’s  house  my  home,  lor  when 
I was  out  of  employment  I always  went  there.” 
The  witness  goes  into  detail  as  to  his  various  en- 
gagements from  1833  to  (lie  fall  of  1837,  showing 
that  as  soon  as  he  got  through  one  engagement  he 
would  return  to  his  father’s,  staying  weeks  and 
months  at  a time,  till  he  was  re  engaged.  He  final- 
ly returned  in  the  fall  of  1S37,  about  two  weeks 
after  the  election.  He  has  remained  at  Delaware, 
residing  at  his  father’s,  ever  since.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  Delaware  was  the  native  resi- 
dence or  domicil  of  the  voter,  and  it  is  a settied  rule 
that  a domicil  once  gained  either  by  birth  or  other- 
wise, is  never  lost  till  another  is  acquired.  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  Swallow  could  have  ac- 
quired a domicil  all  along  the  canals  and  rail  roads 
which  he  constructed,  but  the  committee  held  the 
vote  to  be  an  unlawful  vote.  We  ask  the  house  to 
contrast  this  case  with  the  following. 

William  Baker  voted  the  administration  ticket  in 
the  township  and  county  of  Burlington,  at  the  same 
election.  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  objected  to 
his  vote  on  the  ground  ol  non-residence,  it  appear- 
ing from  the  testimony  of  Wdliain  R.  Allen  that  he 
was  a travelling  journeyman  shoemaker,  going  with 
his  kit  from  place  to  place,  getting  work  as  he 
could.  The  first  we  know  of  him,  he  resided  at 
Baltimore;  from  thence  he  went  to  Philadelphia^ 


76 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  3,  1840— NEW  JERSEY  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 


and  appeared  at  Burlington  in  May,  1836;  remained 
till  the  winter  following;  went  to  New  York,  and  in 
a few  weeks  returned  to  Burlington;  remained  till 
August,  1837,  and  then  went  to  Philadelphia  and 
remained  till  February,  1838,  then  returned  again  to 
Burlington  and  remained  until  after  the  election, 
and  left,  finally,  the  winter  after.  The  witness  says: 
“I  saw  him  during  the  time  he  was  in  Philadelphia. 
I visited  the  house  where  he  boarded  in  Philadel- 
phia at  least  twice.  I saw  him  at  work  in  Philadel- 
phia in  the  shop.  I know,  positively,  that  he  was 
residing  in  Philadelphia  at  that  time.  He  was  once 
in  Burlington,  on  a visit,  during  that  time;  this  was 
about  Christmas,  1837.  From  my  own  knowledge 
I do  not  know  that  he  left  any  thing  in  Burlington 
when  he  left  in  August,  1837.”  It  appears  that 
when  Baker  offered  to  vote  he  said  that  when  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  he  intended  to  return  to  Bur- 
lington, but  tiiis  was  a mere  pretence  to  get  in  his 
vote.  His  employment  and  manner  of  life  prove, 
conclusively,  that  his  residence  could  only  be  where 
Jie  happened  to  be  at  work.  But  the  majority  of  the 
committee  thought  otherwise,  and  decided  his  vote 
was  a lawful  vote — or,  in  other  words,  Charles 
Swallow  lost  his  birth-right— his  residence  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  by  going  abroad  to  superintend 
public  works;  but  Win.  Baker  could  lose  nothing, 
though  traversing  all  parts  of  the  country,' and  lead- 
ing a very  unsettled  life.  Perhaps  the  majority  of 
the  committee  can  explain  why  they  made  such  a 
distinction  between  the  two  cases. 

But  not  only  have  the  majority  been  inconsistent 
in  their  deductions  of  fact,  but  they  have  been  equal- 
ly so  in  the  application  of  the  rules  of  evidence  to 
the  cases  before  them;  or  in  other  words,  evidence 
which  they  held  to  be  good  and  sufficient  when  of- 
fered by  one  of  the  parties,  for  a specified  purpose, 
they  hold  to  be  incompetent  and  inadmissible  when 
offered  by  the  other,  for  the  same  purpose.  This 
the  undersigned  will  illustrate  as  follows: 

Ira  Baldwin  voted  the  administration  ticket  at 
Caldwell,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  at  the  same,  elec- 
tion; Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  objected  to  his  vote 
on  tire  ground  of  non- residence.  Peter  Keerstead, 
a witness  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  olhers, 
proves  that  Baldwin  told  him  that  “he  had  not  been 
in  the  place  long  enough  by  a month  to  make  him  a 
legal  voter;  that  he  had  been  absent  a month,  and 
that  he  got  in  his  vote  by  making  them  believe  it 
was  a whig  ticket,  otherwise  he  would  not  have 
succeeded.”  William  G.  Crane,  a witness  adduced 
also  by  the  same  party,  proves  that  Baldwin  told 
him  that  “he  was  not  entitled  to  vote;  he  lacked  a 
month,  or  near  that,  or  make  him  a legal  voter;”  so 
tjiat  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  proved  by  two 
witnesses  an  express  declaration  by  the  voter  that 
he  had  not  resided  the  requisite  period  in  the  coun- 
ty; but  the  committee  overruled  the  objection,  on 
the  ground  that  the  evidence  was  mere  hearsay,  and 
they  held  that  some  other  proof  should  be  given  of 
the  non-residence  of  Baldwin  than  his  declaration; 
and,  therefore,  they  refused  to' deduct  his  vote  from 
the  poll  of  Messrs.  Vrooin  and  others.  But  this 
rule  only  lasted  till  the  committee  reached  the  case 
of 

Jerome  B.  Pratt,  who  voted  the  whig  ticket  at 
the  township  of  West  Milford,  in  the  county  of  Pas- 
saic, at  the  same  election.  His  vote  was  objected  to 
by  Messrs.  Vroom  and  olhers  on  the  ground  of  non- 
residence. The  deposition  of  Samuel  S.  Gregory 
was  produced,  which  prove  that  Pratt  told  him  he 
had  not  resided  in  the  county  of  Passaic  one  entire 
year  previous  to  the  election;  had  resided  in  New 
Jersey  more  than  one  whole  year  altogether,  but 
had  resided  out  of  the  state  within  the  last  year 
preceding  the  election;  he  inquired  ol  the  witness  as 
to  the  law  on  elections;  witness  then  informed  him 
that  a voter  was  required  to  reside  within  the  county 
one  whole  year  previous  to  the  election  to  entitle 
him  to  vote;  Pratt  then  said,  if  that  was  the  case,  he 
supposed  that  he  was  not  a legal  voter,  as  he  had 
resided  out  of  the  state  within  the  last  year,  and  had 
he  known  the  law  he  would  not  have  voted.  Such, 
in  substance,  was  the  evidence;  it  was  nothing  but 
the  declaration  of  the  voter  as  to  his  right.  The 
committee  held  the  evidence  to  be  competent,  and 
deducted  the  controverted  vote  from  the  poll  of 
Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others.  A similar  decision 
was  made  by  the  committee  in  the  case  of  John 
McMarriman,  (vide  printed  report  of  evidence,  folio 
126),  by  which  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others  proved 
the  illegality  of  a vote;  so  that  it  would  seem  that 
the  admission  of  voters  is  good  in  favor  of  one  of  the 
parties  to  establish  non-residence,  but  not  good  for 
the  same  purpose  in  fa  vor  of  the  other.  Many  other 
cases  of  an  incongruous  application  of  the  rules  ot 
evidence  might  be  referred  to,  but  the  purpose  of 
the  undersigned  will  be  sufficiently  answered  by 
citing  the  above  as  examples. 

We  desire  next  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  cases  in  which  the  parties  respectively  ob- 


jected to  votes  on  the  ground  of  pauperism,  or  for 
the  reason  that  the  voters  whose  right  was  question- 
ed had  neither  paid  a tax  nor  been  assessed  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  of  the  state.  And  here,  if  we 
mistake  not,  we  shall  find  the  same  irregularity  and 
inconsistency  which  pervades  other  branches  of  the 
investigation. 

According  to  the  constitution  or  colonial  ordi- 
nance before  referred  to,  the  possession  of  £50 
clear  estate  was  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise,  but  this  has  been  modified  by 
subsequent  enactments,  as  follows:  (Revised  laws, 
741). 

“Sec.  5.  Every  person  who  shall  in  other  respects 
be  entitled  to  a vote,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a tax  for 
the  use  of  the  county  or  the  stale,  and  whose  name 
shall  be  enrolled  on  any  duplicate  list  of  the  last 
slate  or  county  tax,  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  officers 
conducting  the  election  to  be  worth  £50  money 
aforesaid  clear  estimate. 

“Sec.  6.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  deem- 
ed by  the  officers  conducting  the  election  to  be  a 
qualified  voter  who  has  not  either  paid  a tax,  or 
whose  name  is  not  enrolled  on  the  duplicate  afore- 
said, except  in  case  of  persons  removing  from  one 
township  wherein  they  have  paid  a tax  to  another 
township,  in  the  same  county,  or  of  persons  who 
have  been  inadvertently  overlooked  by  the  assessor, 
in  either  of  which  cases  such  persons  claiming  a 
vote,  and  being  in  other  respects  qualified,  shall  be 
admitted;  and  in  the  case  of  persons  who  have  been 
inadvertently  overlooked  by  the  assessor  as  afore- 
said, their  names  shall  be  immediately  entered  on 
the  tax  list.” 

The  undersigned  have  felt  much  embarrassment 
in  giving  a construction  to  these  sections,  and  they 
cannot  but  feel  much  surpised  that  the  good  people 
of  New  Jersey  should  have  suffered  the  invaluable 
right  of  suffrage  to  be  involved  in  all  the  perplexity 
and  doubt  of  obscure  and  contradictory  phraseology. 
But  on  full  consideration  they  are  disposed  to  give 
the  sections  a construction  conforming  to  what  they 
understand  the  practice  of  the  state,  and  to  hold  that 
if  a person  has  either  paid  a tax,  or  has  had  his 
name  enrolled  on  any  duplicate  list  of  the  last  state 
or  county  tax,  he  is  entitled  to  the  elective  franchise, 
as  he  is,  also,  in  the  excepted  cases  specified  in  the 
last  section. 

It  is  usual  in  New  Jersey  for  a person  whose 
name  has  not  been  enrolled,  and  who  desires  to  ex- 
ercise the  elective  franchise,  to  appear  at  the  polls 
and  to  demand  an  enrollment  of  his  name,  which  is 
always  done  under  the  idea  that  it  has  been  “ inad- 
vertently overlooked”  by  the  assessor;  and  thus,  by 
the  payment  of  a trifling  tax,  the' elective  franchise 
is  put  within  the  reach  of  any  citizen  of  New  Jer- 
sey. But  it  would  obviously  be  improper  to  enroll 
a pauper.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  name  of 
such  person  was  “inadvertently  overlooked;”  and  it 
would  be  absurd  to  call  on  a man  to  pay  taxes  who 
cannot  do  so,  and  if  he  could,  to  whom  the  money 
would  be  forthwith  returned  lor  his  support.  Hence 
we  deem  it  settled  that  paupers  cannot  vote  in  N. 
Jersey.  This  brief  exposition  of  the  laws  of  that 
state  will  enable  us  to  contrast  some  of  the  cases 
under  this  head,  and  the  house  can  judge  whether 
the  committee  were  any  more  successful  in  admi- 
nistering “equal  and  exact  justice”  to  the  parties  in 
this,  than  they  were  in  the  other  branches  of  this 
inquiry. 

Isaac  Jobes  voted  the  administration  ticket  in  the 
township  of  Chesterfield,  in  the  county  of  Burling- 
ton, at  the  election  of  1838;  his  vote  was  objected 
to  on  the  ground  ofpauperism.  William  Tiel  was 
examined  as  a witness,  who  proves  that  Jobes  had 
not  paid  a tax  for  some  years  back,  as  he  believes; 
reputed  and  considered  in  the  township  to  be  a pau- 
per; thinks  he  had  been  in  the  county  house  before 
the  election  of  1838;  on  reflection,  is  confident  that 
he  had  been;  that  he  sent  him  there  himself  as  over- 
seer of  the  poor;  took  him  there  on  tbe  5th  day  of 
May,  1835,  and  saw  him  there  afterwards;  has 
every  reason  to  believe  that  Jobes  was  a pauper  at 
the  election  of  1838;  he  could  not  say  that  he  had 
seen  him  at  the  county  house  two  years  before  the 
election;  his  name  was  not  on  the  regular  part  of  the 
duplicate,  and  there  being  no  cross  mark  against 
his  name,  it  would  seem  that  his  tax  had  not  been 
paid.  Isaac  Jobes  himself  was  examined  and  swears 
that  he  did  not  pay  his  tax  in  1838;  does  not  know 
who  paid  it.  John  Hitchins  gave  him  the  receipt 
and  he  expects  he  paid  it;  took  the  receipt  home 
and  does  not  know  what  became  of  if;  has  been  in 
the  county  house;  was  there  in  1838,  but  had  his 
regular  discharge  the  last  Tuesday  in  April;  went 
in  there  the  forepart  of  the  previous  winter,  also  last 
winter;  went  in  after  new  year’s  and  left  the  fore- 
part of  March  last,  (1840);  has  been  in  the  county 
house  four  times,  but  is  able  to  support  himself  in 
the  summer  months.  This  is  a very  clear  case  of 


pauperism,  one  in  which  the  party  takes  the  tenant 
of  the  poor  house  to  the  polls  and  pays  bis  tax  in 
consideration  of  getting  his  vote.  Jobes  was  obvi- 
ously not  qualified,  but  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee overruled  the  objection  and  held  his  vote  to  have 
been  a lawful  vote. 

James  Hoffihan  voted  the  whig  ticket  in  the 
township  of  Frankford,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  at 
the  election  of  1838.  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others 
objected  to  his  vote  on  the  ground  of  pauperism. 
Matthew  J.  Williams  proves  that  he  said  he  never 
paid  a tax.  He  is  a very  poor  man.  His  family 
were  at  the  poor  house  in  June,  1S38.  He  was  not 
at  the  poor  house  himself.  His  family  staid  about 
a week.  Testimony  is  given  by  Guy  Price  and 
Samuel  Price  to  the  same  effect,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  the  poverty  of  Hoffman;  that  his  family 
had  received  some  relief  from  the  public,  and, 
though  he  himself  had  not,  the  committee  held  the 
vote  to  be  unlawful,  and  deducted  it  from  the  poll 
of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others.  We  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  to  complain  of  this  decision,  though 
it  is  manifestly  a questionable  case  of  pauperism; 
but  if  this  be  right,  that  of  Isaac  Jobps  was  grossly 
erroneous — a man  who  is  undoubtedly  poor,  and  the 
tenant  of  a poor  house  during  the  winter  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  election,  gives  an  administration 
vote,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee  say  it  is  a 
good  vote;  and  another  person,  who  never  saw  the 
inside  of  such  a building,  and  who  merely  had  his 
family  there  for  the  brief  period  of  one  week,  gives 
an  opposition  vote,  and  the  same  majority  pronounce 
it  an  unlawful  vote,  or,  in  other  words,  a weak  case 
becomes  a strong  one  if  the  vote  be  cast  one  way, 
and  the  strong  case  becomes  the  reverse  if  it  be  cast 
the  other. 

Nathan  F.  Randolph  voted  the  administration 
ticket  in  the  township  of  Woodbridge,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlesex,  at  the  election  of  1838.  Messrs. 
Aycrigg  and  others  objected  to  his  vote  on  the 
ground  of  pauperism;  they  prove  by  Elijah  Hewit 
that  tbe  was  acquainted  with  Randolph;  that  he 
came  to  the  poor  house  under  the  legal  order  of  the 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Woodbridge, 
four  years  ago  last  fall;  that  he  came  in  October, 
1835,  and  remained  three  months;  he  has  no  pro- 
perty whatever,  and  is  supported  by  his  friends;  has 
seen  his  partisans  pay  his  tax  twice  at  the  elections, 
once  since  the  election  in  October,  1838,  and  once 
before.  No  other  testimony  was  adduced;  the  com- 
mittee overruled  the  objection,  and  held  the  vote  to 
be  a lawful  one. 

Enos  Dickerson  voted  an  opposition  ticket  in  the 
township  of  Jefferson,  in  the  county  of  Morris,  at 
the  same  election.  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others  ob- 
jected to  his  vote  on  the  same  ground,  they  examin- 
ed Dickerson  himself,  who  proves  that  he  had  not 
paid  any  tax  in  Morris  county  for  the  years  1837 
and  1838,  and  does  not  know  that  he  paid  any  tax 
for  four  or  five  years,  except  1839;  but  that  he  was 
duly  assessed  for  1S38.  Joseph  Dickerson  swears 
that  E.  D.  is  a poor  man.  He  has  been  assessed  in 
the  township  of  Jefferson  for  the  last  ten  years  or 
more,  but  that  the  township  committee  have  reliev- 
ed the  constable  from  the  payment  of  his  taxes  for 
a number  of  years  past.  This  was  the  whole  proof, 
and  the  committee  sustained  the  objection,  and  de- 
ducted the  vote  from  the  poll  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg 
and  others. 

We  beg  the  house  to  contrast  these  cases,  and 
observe  how  widely  different  has  been  the  treat- 
ment which  the  parties  to  this  controversy  have  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  committee.  In  both  cases 
the  voters  were  poor  men,  doubtless  quite  poor. 
In  Randolph’s  case  it  did  not  appear  that  he  was 
assessed  in  1838,  and  if  he  was,  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  tax  was  paid,  as  at  other 
times,  by  his  political  friends  to  get  his  vote.  In 
Dickerson’s  case,  he  was  regularly  assessed,  though 
the  tax  was  afterwards  remitted  by  the  township 
authorities.  In  the  former  case  the  voter  had  actu- 
ally been  the  tenant  of  a poor  house.  In  the  latter 
he  had  not.  And  Randolph  was  supported  wholly 
by  his  friends,  and  Dickerson,  for  ought  that  ap- 
pears, supported  himself.  We  confidently  submit 
that  the  indications  of  pauperism  were  much 
stronger  in  Randolph’s  case  than  in  that  of  Dick- 
erson, and  yet  the  vote  of  the  first  was  held  to  be 
a lawful,  and  that  of  the  last  and  unlawful  vote.  We 
maintain  that  the  disposition  which  the  committee 
made  of  the  cases  was  clearly  unjust  and  erroneous. 
Many  other  cases  of  a similar  character  coming  un- 
der the  head  of  pauperism  might  be  referred  to,  but 
it  is  believed  to  be  unnecessary. 

The  undersigned  would  observe  that  early  in  the 
investigation  a question  arose  as  to  the  character  of 
the  proof  which  should  be  received  and  deemed 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  appropriate  such  of  the 
votes  as  they  might  determine  to  have  been  unlaw- 
ful. In  New  Jersey  the  right  ol 'ballot  obtains  as 
in  most  of  the  states  of  the  union.  If  an  unlawful 
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vote  be  cast,  how  are  we  to  ascertain  who  had  the 
benefit  of  such  vote?  It  is  obvious  that,  in  many 
cases  it  will  be  impracticable  to  obtain  positive 
proof.  In  some  cases  the  voter  may  be  willing  to 
appear  and  disclose  the  lact  under  oath;  in  other 
cases  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  party  to  produce 
a witness  who  can  swear  to  the  character  of  the 
vote  given;  but  in  many  more,  no  evidence  of  that 
description  can  be  obtained  to  ascertain  the  tact  in 
controversy.  It  seems  to  the  undersigned  to  be  in- 
dispensable to  receive  secondary  evidence  to  this 
point — such  as  the  declaration  of  the  voter  either  at 
the  election  or  soon  after,  and  also  proof  of  his  po- 
litical character,  w hich,  when  well  defined,  will  be 
a sufficient  guide  to  the  truth.  But  we  ought  to  be 
very  careful  not  to  receive  and  act  upon  evidence 
of  an  equivocal  character  which  may  have  been 
created  or  manufactured  for  the  occasion.  In 
adopting  these  views,  there  was  a good  degree  of 
unanimity  in  the  committee,  but  the  majority  have 
been  by  no  means  consistent  in  carrying  them  out, 
as  the  tbllowing  cases  will  prove: 

Peter  Snyder  voted  the  administration  ticket  at 
Millville,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  at  the  same 
election,  and  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  proved  by 
his  own  testimony  that  he  was  an  alien  and  a 
foreigner,  unnaturalized.  The  only  question  was 
as  to  the  ticket  he  voted.  He  swears  that  he  voted 
four  or  five  times  before  the  election  in  1838;  that 
he  then  voted  the  democratic  ticket;  cannot  tell 
whom  he  voted  for;  cannot  read  English;  doe3  not 
know  who  gave  him  the  ticket;  cannot  tell  why  he 
wanted  to  vote  the  derabcratic  ticket.  At  the  time 
he  voted  he  lived  at  Schettersville,  and  supposes 
that  the  other  men  at  Schettersville  voted  the  same 
ticket  he  did.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  that 
a large  number  of  aliens  went  from  Schetter’s  fac- 
tory to  the  polls  at  Millville,  and  voted.  John 
Frank  testifies  as  follows:  I took  some  pains  in  get- 
ting the  men  employed  by  Mr.  Schetter  to  the  polls 
at  the  election.  I gave  tickets  to  a number  of  them, 
and  gave  them  the  Van  Buren  ticket.  Afterwards, 
he  adds:  “I  suppose  that  all  the  unnaturalized  fo- 
reigners (except  riiilip  Schetter)  from  Schetter’s 
factory  voted  the  Van  Buren  ticket.  I thing  I had 
a right  to  know,  from  their  expressing  what  kind  of 
ticket  they  voted.”  This  was  the  proof.  It  seems 
to  be  explicit.  The  positive  oath  of  Snyder  that  he 
voted  the  administration  ticket  was  confirmed  by 
the  little  less  positive  testimony  of  Frank;  and  yet 
the  committee  could  not  see  in  such  testimony  any 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  character  of  the  vote  of 
Snyder.  They  refused  to  deduct  it  from  the  poll 
of  Vroom  and  others,  and  left  it  a floating  vote. 

Win.  J.  Ayres  voted  in  the  township  of  Upper 
Alloway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem.  He  was 
indisputably  an  illegal  voter,  by  reason  of  non-re- 
sidence; and  the  only  question  submitted  to  the 
committee  was,  as  in  the  last  case,  as  to  the  cha- 
racter of hi3  vote.  John  D.  Ayres  was  examined 
as  a witness.  He  says:  “I  don’t  know  what  he 
voted,  but  my  supposition  is  he  voted  the  whig  tick- 
et.” And  afterwards  he  adds:  “I  do  not  know  of 
my  own  knowledge  what  ticket  he  voted.  I don’t 
know’  any  thing  about  it  at  all.  I said  before,  and 
again  repeat,  that  my  supposition  is  that  William 
voted  the  whig  ticket.  He  goes  with  the  whigs. — 

I am  what  is  called  a Van  Buren  man — full-blood- 
ed.” Ellis  Ayres  deposes  as  follows:  “I  asked  him 
( Wm.  J.  Ayres)  yesterday  what  ticket  he  voted. 
He  said  he  voted  the  Jackson  ticket.  I gave  him 
two  tickets,  one  of  each  kind,  as  we  were  going  to 
the  election.  I believe  he  voted  one  of  the  tickets  I 
gave  him.  He  put  one  in  one  pocket  and  the  other 
in  his  other  pocket.  I understood  him  to  mean  by 
the  Jackson  ticket  the  one  I termed  the  Jackson 
ticket  when  I gave  it  to  him.  It  was  the  full-blood- 
ed Van  Buren  ticket  I gave  him.” 

It  should  be  known  that  this  testimony  was  taken 
at  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Vroom  and  others,  but 
those  gentlemen  did  not  venture  to  submit  it  to  the 
committee.  It  was  brought  forward  by  Messrs. 
Aycrigg  and  others,  and  they  claimed  that  the  vote 
of  Ayres  should  be  deducted  from  the  poll  of  their 
competitors.  It  will  be  observed,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  there  was  no  other  evidence  that  he  voted  the 
opposition  ticket,  except  the  mere  supposition  of 
J.  D.  Ayres  that  he  voted  the  whig  ticket,  without 
a single  fact  to  support  it.  What  the  witness 
means  by  the  voter  “going  with  the  whigs”  does 
not  appear.  There  was  no  proof  that  his  reputation 
was  that  of  a whig,  and  no  declaration  before  the 
election  that  he  intended  to  vote  the  whig  ticket, 
or,  after,  that  he  had  voted  the  whig  ticket.  The 
only  affirmation  which  he  in  fact  made  on  the  sub- 
ject was  to  Ellis  Aryes  that  “he  voted  the  Jackson 
ticket.”  Alter  the  decision  of  the  committee  in  the 
case  of  Peter  Snyder,  every  one  must  be  prepared 
for  the  result — that  this  was  a floating  or  doubtful 
vote,  that  ,couIdluot  be  appropriated.  Not  so;  the 
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Ayres  votjd  the  whig  ticket,  and,  inscrutable  as  it 
may  seem,  they  deducted  his  vote  from  the  (roll  of 
Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others.  So  that,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  deduction  of  a vote  from  the  poll  on  one  side, 
they  cannot  discern  in  the  positive  oath  of  a voter, 
fortified  by  collateral  proof,  how  he  voted;  but,  on 
a question  of  deduction  of  a vote  from  the  other 
side,  they  can  see  this  in  a mere  supposition  or  con- 
jecture in  opposition  to  the  declaration  of  the  voter 
himself,  ami  not  supported  by  a single  fact.  What 
more  need  be  said  to  illustrate  the  inconsistencies 
which  have  marked  the  course  of  the  committee? 

But  we  now  desire  to  call  the  particular  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  all-controlling  principle  which 
pervaded  the  deliberations  of  the  committee,  and 
which  was  ingeniously  adapted  to  favor  the  “fore- 
gone conclusion”  that  the  opposition  claimants  are 
not  entitled  to  the  contested  seats.  The  house  will 
recollect  the  position  of  the  controversy  at  the  time 
we  commenced  the  inquiry  into  the  facts.  The 
majority  of  the  committee  had  previously  reported 
to  the  house  that  the  administration  claimants  had 
received  at  the  poll  a majority  of  votes  of  from  thirty 
to  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  Hence  it  will  be 
perceived  that  the  party  Having  such  majoiity  were 
interested  to  make  the  prool  of  illegal  votes  as 
difficult  as  possible.  Any  general  rule,  the  effect 
of  which,  though  administered  with  impartiality, 
should  be  to  increase  the  embarrassment,  would  ob- 
viously operate  in  their  favor;  and  we  ask,  what 
rule  could  be  better  adapted  to  the  end  suggested 
than  that  of  giving  an  inordinate  effect  to  the  recep- 
tion of  a disputed  vote  at  the  polls?  This  idea  was 
a prolific  source  of  difficulty  to  the  committee,  and, 
what  is  of  worse  consequence,  of  flagrant  injustice 
to  one  of  the  parties.  One  of  the  many  progeny  of 
this  suggestion  was  the  legal  absurdity  that  the 
party  objecting  on  the  ground  of  alienage  must, 
under  all  circumstances,  prove  not  only  that  the 
voter  was  an  alien  born,  but,  in  addition,  that  he 
had  never  been  naturalized.  The  committee  knew 
at  the  onset  that  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  expect- 
ed to  prove  many  alien  votes  to  establish  their  right 
to  (he  seats.  This  was  set  forth  fully  in  the  expo- 
sition of  facts  which  they  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings.  The  house 
cannot  fail  to  observe  how  admirably  the  rule  of 
negative  proof  is  fitted  to  embarrass  one  side  of 
this  controversy,  and  to  fortify  the  position  of  the 
other  side;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
party  thus  embarrassed  to  submit  to  the  evil,  if  the 
rule  itself  be  founded  in  law.  But  we  insist  that  it 
is  not  so  founded.  No  precedent  can  be  found  of 
the  application  of  such  a rule  to  such  a case.  The 
party  having  the  affirmative  of  the  issue  takes  the 
burden  of  proof.  A foreigner  comes  to  the  poll  and 
votes;  you  can  prove  that  he  is  such,  but  how  can 
you  prove  that  he  has  not  been  naturalized?  Per- 
haps he  may  be  willing  to  testify,  and  then  you  may 
prove  the  fact  by  his  own  oath;  but  suppose  he  is 
dead,  or  has  removed  away,  or  chooses  to  stand 
mute,  he  cannot  be  put  to  the  question,  he  cannot 
be  compelled  to  criminate  himself.  The  rule  im- 
poses on  the  party  objecting  the  necessity  of  search- 
ing all  the  records  in  the  union,  and  getting  the 
testimony  of  every  record  keeper  to  prove  the  fact. 
This  is  manifestly  impossible.  No  man  in  his 
senses  can  believe  that  any  such  rule  exists. 

It  is  a principle  of  the  law  of  evidence  “that  the 
affirmative  of  the  issue  must  be  proved,  and  he  who 
makes  an  assertion  is  the  person  who  is  expected 
to  support  it,  before  he  calls  on  his  opponent  for  an 
answer.”  And  again:  “the  burden  of  proof  lies  on 
the  person  who  has  to  support  his  case  by  proving 
a fact  of  which  he  is  believed  to  be  ignorant.” — 
(Vide  Rogers’ Law  and  Practice  of  Elections,  p. 
114-117).  To  suppose  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  ignorant  of  a rule  of  law  so  old  and 
universal,  and  founded  in  so  much  good  sense, 
would  be  to  justify  his  integrity  and  maintain  his 
impartiality  at  the  expense  of  his  judgment,  and 
every  qualification  required  for  the  proper  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  a committee  of  elections.  We  dis- 
claim all  design  of  charging  the  course  adopted  by 
the  majority  to  corrupt  intentions,  but  we  are  very 
reluctant  to  embrace  the  other  branch  of  the  alter- 
native, and  conclude,  therefore,  that  Some  strange 
prejudice  must  have  taken  possession  of  the  mind 
and  led  the  judgment  captive  at  will. 

But  not  only  did  the  committee  adopt  a verj'  ex 
traordinary  rule,  but  they  applied  it  to  the  case  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner,  and  thus  essentially  ag- 
gravated the  evil  which  that  rule  was  adapted  to  in 
fiict.  For  they  hold  votes  to  be  lawful  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  proof  of  non  naturalization,  in 
cases  where, 

1st.  The  election  officers  decided  that  aliens  had 
a right  to  vote  according  to  law,  and  avowedly  ad- 
mitted them  to  vote  on  that  ground. 

2nd.  Where  aliens  were  summoned  before  the 


refused  to  attend;  or,  if  they  attended,  stood  mute 
as  to  their  right. 

3rd.  Where  the  two  circumstances  above  indicated 
were  combined,  as  they  were  in  many  of  the  cases 
submitted  to  the  committee. 

4th.  Where  aliens  produced  at  the  polls,  as  evi- 
dence of  naturalization,  a declaration  ol  an  intent 
to  become  naturalized  at  a future  period,  which  we 
all  know  is  a ineie  preliminary  step  to,  but  is  not 
naturalization  itself. 

In  many  cases  the  committee  held  votes  to  be 
lawful  where  all  the  above  circumstances  were 
united  against  the  voter;  and  we  should  be  wanting 
in  duty  to  the  contesting  parties,  to  the  people  of 
Newr  J ersey,  and  to  the  whole  country,  if  we  did 
not  bring  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  in  this  par- 
ticular, distinctly  to  the  notice  of  the  house. 

In  the  township  of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Sus- 
sex, alien  votes  were  received,  not  only  at  this,  but 
at  previous  elections,  for  a great  number  of  years, 
and  two  of  the  judges,  in  the  presence  of  the  third, 
declared  at  this  election  that  they  considered  such 
votes  legal.  It  is  also  proved  that,  at  this  election, 
they  received  the  votes  of  a large  number  of  such 
persons,  and  among  them  that  ol  one  about  whom 
there  was  a contest,  and  who  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  in  the  country  but  little  more  than  a year. 
At  this  poll,  among  the  other  foreigners,  Moses 
Robinson,  James  Ennis  and  Luke  Flood  voted  for 
Messrs.  Dickerson  and  his  associates.  Robinson 
and  Flood  were  subpoenaed,  but  did  not  attend. 
Ennis  was  out  of  the  state.  All  are  proved  to  be 
foreigners;  and  a witness  swears,  in  respect  to  En- 
nis and  Flood,  not  only  that  they  are  foreigners,  but 
also  that  they  are  reputed  to  be  aliens,  and  he  be- 
lieves they  are  so.  The  committee  considered  this 
evidence  insufficient,  and  decided  the  voles  to  be 
legal. 

In  the  township  of  South  Amboy,  in  the  county 
ol  Middlesex,  twenty  foreigners  came  forward  to 
vote,  and  presented  what  they  supposed  to  be  natu- 
ralization papers,  but  which,  upon  examination, 
turned  out  to  be  only  declarations  of  intention  to 
become  naturalized;  some  of  which  bore  date  but  a 
few  days  previous.  These  papers  are  proved  to 
have  been  all  of  the  same  character — all  mere  de- 
clarations of  intention.  Nine  of  these  men  have 
become  naturalized  since  the  election,  as  was  prov- 
ed by  the  production  of  copies  of  their  papers  ot 
naturalization,  and  their  votes  were  thrown  out  by 
the  committee  as  illegal.  But  the  votes  of  the  other 
eleven,  who  have  not  yet  become  citizens,  were  de- 
cided to  be  legal.  The  decision  of  the  committee 
in  this  case,  requires  not  only  evidence  that  the  vo 
ter  is.a  foreigner,  that  he  produced  as  papers  of  na- 
turalization mere  declarations  of  intention,  but  also 
the  impossible  negative  proof  that  he  had  no  others, 
although  there  is  not  a shadow  of  a pretext  that  he 
had  them.  And  this,  too,  when  the  voter  himself 
refuses  to  appear  and  give  testimony. 

In  the  township  of  Millville,  in  the  county  of 
(.  u inberiand,  ihe  board  of  election  officers  decided 
at  this  very  election,  in  express  terms,  that  foreign- 
ers not  naturalized  were  entitled  to  vote,  and  the 
votes  of  thirty-one  such  persons  are  believed  to  have 
been  received;  seventeen  of  these  went  from  a sin- 
gle glass  manufactory.  Philip  Schetter,  who  has 
been  clerk  of  the  manufactory,  swears  that  thei1- 
were  all  unnaturalized  foreigners;  that  he  has  heard 
all  or  most  of  them  say  they  were  not  naturalized; 
and,  again,  that  he  has  frequently  heard  the  whole 
or  nearly  all  of  them  say  that  they  were  not  natura- 
lized. John  Frank,  a manager  in  the  manufactory, 
who  assisted  in  getting  these  men  to  the  polls, 
speaks  of  them  in  general  terms,  as  unnaturalized 
foieigners;  and  adds,  that  none  of  the  foreigners  of 
that  place  were  naturalized,  so  far  as  he  knows;  that 
he  heard  some  of  them  testily  at  Trenton  that  they 
were  not.  The  clerk  of  the  election  swears  to  his  be- 
lief that  they  were  unnaturalized  foreigners,  though 
he  does  not  know  it  of  his  own  knowledge.  Ten 
ol  these  men  still  remain  in  the  county,  were  pro- 
duced, swore  (hat  they  were  not  naturalized,  and 
their  votes  were  declared  illegal  by  the  committee. 

1 he  votes  of  these  men,  who  are  out  of  the  state, 
weie  rejected  on  proof  of  their  having  sworn  to  the 
same  fact  at  lrenton,  before  a committee  of  the  le- 
gislature; but  the  votes  of  the  other  four,  three  of 
whom  are  out  of  the  state,  and  the  fourth  not  to  be 
found,  were  decided  to  be  legal.  It  is  not  a little 
sing-ii  lar  that  the  vote  of  the  only  remaining  foreign- 
er, who  went  from  the  same  establishment,  and  who 
is  himself  produced,  swears  unequivocally  that  he 
has  been  naturalized  in  Tennessee,  and  lolly  ac- 
counts for  the  absence  of  his  papers,  was  rejected 
by  the  committee  as  illegal.  Whether  the  fact  that 
he  alone,  of  the  whole  eighteen  that  went  from  that 
establishment,  voted  for  the  whig  candidates,  will 
account  for  this  anomaly,  vve  leave  for  the  house 
and  the  country  to  determine.  The  undersigned. 
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would  deprecate  the  establishment  of  any  rule,  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  embarrass  in  the  least 
that  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  foreign  birth 
who  are  entitled  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise. 
It  is  no  hardship  to  them  to  require  the  production 
of  their  papers,  which  can,  in  nine  cases  out  ot  ten, 
be  readily  done;  or  if  that  is  attended  with  incon- 
venience, they  can  at  least  appear  and  make  oath  to 
the  fact  of  naturalization.  Any  other  rule  than  this 
opens  the  door  for  the  perpetration  of  innumerable 
frauds,  and  at  the  same  time  throws  in  the  way  of 
investigation  so  many  obstacles,  that  the  existence 
and  extent  of  such  frauds  can  never  be  detected.— 
It  gives  to  a corrupt  board  of  election  officers  the 
power  of  conferring  all  the  rights  of  citizenship  on 
whomsoever  they  please;  on  aliens  just  landed,  as 
ignorant  of  our  language  as  they  are  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  fit  only  to  become  the  prey  of  evil  men. 
This  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  was  exten- 
sively done  in  New  Jersey  at  the  election  of  1838; 
and  the  majority  have  adopted  and  so  applied  rules 
of  investigation  and  evidence  as  to  establish  and 
sanctity  the  whole. 

We  conceive  that  such  a precedent  is  a most  fla- 
grant violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States.  By  the  constitution  the  power  is 
conferred  on  congress  to  establish  a uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  that  body  has  exercised  the  pow- 
er by  enacting  laws  for  the  purpose;  but  if  a board 
of  election  officers  can  admit  aliens  to  vote,  and  then 
a committee  of  elections  will  say  we  will  presume 
them  to  be  naturalized  until  the  contrary  is  proved 
— we  will  presume  it,  though  they  themselves  re- 
fuse to  show  their  papers,  or  to  say  whether  they 
have  been  naturalized  or  not — we  will  presume  it, 
though  they  exhibit  as  evidence  of  their  citizenship 
only  declarations  of  an  intent  to  become  naturalized 
without  pretending  that  the  act  had  been  consum- 
mated; if  a committee  is  to  do  all  this,  and  much 
more,  and  the  house  is  to  sanction  it,  then  we  sub- 
mit we  have  no  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  but 
the  high  immunities  of  an  American  citizen  can  be 
exercised  and  enjoyed  by  any  stranger  at  the  good- 
will and  pleasure  of  any  board  ot  heated  partisans 
who  are  more  intent  on  gaining  the  paltry  advan- 
tages of  an  election  triumph  than  to  execute,  in 
good  faith,  the  duties  imposed  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  ot  their  country.  But  the  foregoing  is  not 
the  only  provision  of  the  constitution  which  the 
committee  have  nullified:  “each  house  shall  be  the 
judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of 
its  own  members.”  The  house  has  already  passed 
judgment  as  to  the  returns  and  qualifications  of  the 
New  Jersey  members;  whether  correctly'  or  not,  is 
not  for  us  to  say.  Nothing  now’  remains  but  a ques- 
tion of  election.  How  is  this  to  be  settler!?  Ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  majority,  by  applying 
to  the  case  a series  of  presumptions  which  must 
render  all  hope  of  reaching  the  merits  vain  and  nu- 
gatory; or,  in  other  words,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
house  shall  blindly  ratified  all  that  the  election  offi- 
cers have  done  to  make  their  judgment  against  law, 
justice  and  right,  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and 
conclusive  on  the  parties.  The  maniiold  evils  which 
must  result  from  such  a course — on  the  one  hand, 
holding  out  a strong  temptation  to  perpetrate  frauds 
in  elections,  on  account  of  the  impunity  with  which 
it  may  be  done,  and,  on  the  other,  by  deterring  par- 
ties aggrieved  from  every  effort  to  detect  them  by 
reason  of  the  difficulties  thrown  around  the  subject 
— are  too  obvious  to  need  comment. 

The  undersigned  think  that  great  injustice  was 
done  by  the  committee  in  rejecting,  on  one  side,  for 
technical  detects,  evidence  in  other  respects  compe- 
tent, while,  on  the  other,  they  received  and  acted 
upon  evidence  taken  ex  parte,  without  notice  or  an 
opportunity  of  cross-examination. 

Evidence  taken  by  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  when  the  other  party  at- 
tended and  cross-examined  the  witnesses,  was  re- 
jected because  there  was  not  eight  days’  notice,  and 
Ihe  attorneys  differed  in  their  construction  of  the 
term  of  a verbal  argument  by  which  a shorter  notice 
was  to  be  received. 

But  the  evidence  taken  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
Vroorn  and  others  in  ihe  county  of  Mercer  at  a place 
different  from  the  one  mentioned  in  the  notice,  in 
the  absence  of  the  other  party  and  without  any  op- 
portunity for  cross-examination,  was  received  as 
competent,  contrary  to  the  agreement  of  the  parties 
as  well  as  the  ordinary  and  well-known  rules  of  law. 

We  might  state  other  facts  of  a similar  character, 
but  time  will  not  permit.  We  trust  the  subject  will 
not  escape  the  notice  of  the  house  in  the  final  dispo- 
sition of  the  case  on  its  merits. 

The  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  commit- 
tee have  not  attended  sufficiently  to  the  proofs  ad- 
duced by  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  others  of  numerous 
frauds  and  irregularities  at  sundry  polls  at  the  elec- 
tion of  1838,  particularly  at  South  Amboy,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex;  at  Millville,  in  the  county  of 


Cumberland;  at  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Sussex; 
and  Saddle  River,  in  the  county  of  Bergen. 

It  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  of  great 
consequence  to  the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions,  that  such 
a subject  should  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and 
yet  the  committee  have  suffered  nearly  their  whole 
time  to  be  engrossed  by  the  canvass  of  individual 
votes — devoting  to  this  all-important  subject  only  a 
few  brief  hours. 

The  house  can  hardly  fail  to  learn  with  surprise 
that  they  left  several  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions under  this  head  wholly  untouched.  The  un- 
dersigned cannot  advert  to  the  facts  with  particula- 
rity, but  would  observe  that  there  is  much  in  the 
evidence  to  indicate  that  there  was  a concocted 
scheme  to  carry  the  election  of  1838  in  favor  of  the 
administration  ticket  by  the  introduction  of  unlaw- 
ful votes.  On  no  other  hypothesis  can  we  account 
for  the  fact,  that  it  should  have  been  discovered  all 
at  once  in  distant  and  remote  parts  of  the  state  (and 
uniformly  in  townships  where  the  election  officers 
were  friendly  to  the  administration)  that  aliens  or 
unnaturalized  foreigners  had  a right  to  vote.  In 
South  Amboy  nineteen  such  aliens  were  admitted, 
in  Millville  twenty-seven,  in  Newton  fifteen,  and 
many  others  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  who  voted 
the  administration  ticket,  and  the  election  officers 
supported  the  administration. 

Not  the  shadow  of  an  argument  was  adduced  be- 
fore the  committee  to  justify  such  conduct,  and  we 
eannot  believe  that  the  election  officers  acted  under 
a misapprehension  of  the  law;  these  motives  were 
too  obvious  to  need  comment.  They  seem  to  have 
been  blessed  with  a remarkable  prescience  of  what 
would  be  the  action  of  a committee  of  elections  on 
votes  once  got  into  the  ballot  box,  no  matter  how 
illegally,  and  to  have  governed  themselves  accord- 
ingly. We  would  state,  in  addition,  that  in  the 
township  of  South  Amboy  a whig  inspector  was 
duly  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  people  present, 
at  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  but  w’as  not  permit- 
ted to  act.  The  moderator  of  the  town  meeting, 
after  such  choice,  took  upon  himself  to  proclaim  a 
new  election,  and  he  kept  the  same  open  until  a 
sufficient  number  of  his  political  friends  were  as- 
sembled to  secure  the  election  of  the  administration 
candidate.  This,  of  itself,  would  seem  to  U3  to  be 
sufficient  to  render  the  election,  so  far  as  this  town- 
ship is  concerned,  irregular  and  void. 

1 1 appears,  from  proof  which  we  deem  quite  satis- 
factory, that  thirty-two  votes  were  deposited  in  the 
ballot  box  at  Saddle  River  for  the  opposition  candi- 
dates. The  voters  themselves  swear  to  it  in  posi- 
tive terms,  and  yet,  from  some  cause,  when  the 
votes  came  to  be  counted  off,  the  number  appears 
to  be  only  twenty -four.  We  do  not  intend  to  cast 
an  imputation  upon  the  inspectors  of  the  election; 
they  are,  doubtless,  respectable  men;  but  the  house 
can  hardly  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
evidence  is  adduced  as  to  the  good  character  of  the 
inspectors,  but  none  at  all  as  to  the  clerk,  and,  as  he 
had  charge  of  the  ballot  box,  he  can  doubtless  ex- 
plain the  rule  of  reduction,  which  seems  to  have 
operated  so  mysteriously  in  Saddle  River  township. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that,  in  the  township 
of  Newton,  in  Sussex  county,  besides  the  admission 
of  alien  votes,  the  names  of  no  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  persons,  some  with  mprely  a 
nominal  tax,  were  added  to  the  duplicate  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  to  enable  such  persons  to  exercise 
the  elective  franchise.  What  proportion  this  num- 
ber bears  to  the  whole  vote  of  the  township  the  un- 
dersigned do  not  certainty  know,  (as  the  county  re- 
turns sent  up  among  the  other  evidence  has  been 
mislaid  and  not  printed),  but  we  understand  it  is 
somewhere  about  one-sixth  of  the  whole  number. 
None  can  be  added,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
state,  except  such  as  were  “inadvertently  overlook- 
ed” by  the  assessor  in  making  out  the  list. 

Now,  it  is  incredible  that  such  an  officer,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  exercise  the  greatest  diligence  in  ascer- 
taining the  names  of  taxable  inhabitants,  should  ac- 
cidently overlook  one-sixth  of  the  people  of  the 
township.  This  fact  throws  great  discredit  on  the 
poll  at  Newton,  and  is,  in  our  judgment,  quite  suf- 
ficient to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  opposite  party  to 
give  some  explanation  of  so  extraordinary  a trans- 
action. 

But  the  undersigned  cannot  enter  any  further  into 
the  details  appertaining  to  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject. They  hope  the  house  will  give  it  a thorough 
scrutiny. 

It  is  proper  that  we  should  here  notice  a very 
singular  occurrence  which  took  place  during  the 
progress  of  this  business.  A few  days  before  the 
close  of  the  labors  of  this  committee,  three  of  the 
undersigned,  worn  out  with  this  protracted  investi- 
gation, and  despairing  of  effecting  any  good,  or  of 
preventing  any  injustice  by  continuing  to  act  with 
the  committee,  and  admonished  by  the  refusal  of 


the  majority  on  a former  occasion  to  allow  them 
even  one  day  to  make  a counter  report,  abandoned 
the  committee  room  to  prepare  this  statement,  and 
to  attend  to  some  urgent  calls  upon  their  time. 
Most  of  the  contrasted  cases  had  been  prepared  as 
above  given,  with  a view  of  exhibiting  to  the 
house  the  gross  inconsistency  and  palpable  injus- 
tice which  marked  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee, when  the  three  members  ot  the  minority,  above 
alluded  to,  were  surprised  to  learn  that  the  majority, 
after  having  examined  all  the  votes,  and  ascertain- 
ed that  the  administration  claimants,  upon  the 
principles  adopted  as  before  stated,  not  only  would 
be  enabled  to  retain  their  seats,  but  that  the  ma- 
jority given  in  their  favor  at  the  polls  would  to 
some  extent  be  increased,  had  gone  back  and  re- 
considered and  reversed  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
mittee in  a few  of  the  flagrant  cases  of  irregularity, 
inconsistency  and  injustice. 

To  do  Ibis  they  suspended  the  rules  (being  those 
of  the  house  itself)  which  the  committee  had,  at 
the  outset  of  the  investigation,  adopted  to  govern 
its  proceedings,  and  having  thus  gained  access  to 
the  record,  they  undertook  to  blot  out  some  of  the 
dark  stains  with  which  it  is  disfigured. 

But  the  hope  is  vain  and  futile.  To  what  pur- 
pose is  it  that  the  majority  reverse  as  they  did  the 
strange  decisions  which  they  originally  made  in  the 
cases  of  John  McConaghy,  Charles  T.  Pool  and 
Charles  P.  Marks,  after  they  had  discovered  that 
the  disposition  of  those  cases  was  wholly  imma- 
terial. No;  repentance  and  reformation  came  too 
late;  the  spiritdisclosed  by  the  cases  of  McConaghy, 
Pool  and  Marks  had  characterised  the  investiga- 
tion from  beginning  to  the  end.  They  had  been 
permitted  to  stand  as  precedents,  and  to  carry 
along  with  them  a large  train  of  cases  of  the  same 
general  character.  They  had  operated  with  other 
causes  to  awaken  in  our  minds  sensations  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  describe,  and  had  induced 
three  of  us  to  abandon  the  committee  room. 

If  the  majority  suppose  that  they  can  thus  escape 
the  responsibility  of  having  made  those  decisions, 
they  will  find  themselves  mistaken. 

They  did  not  carry  the  good  work  far  enough; 
they  should  have  reversed  the  decisions  in  a large 
number  of  other  cases  not  less  flagrartt,  by  which 
the  result  as  to  some  of  these  parties  at  least  would 
be  entirety  changed. 

Besides,  the  house  decided,  during  the  present 
session,  on  the  pilotage  question  from  New  York, 
that  a committee  has  no  right  to  reverse,  reconsider 
or  annul  a decision  or  resolution  which  they  have 
once  made  or  adopted;  and  though  the  undersigned 
did  not  concur  in  that  view  of  congressional  law, 
yet  the  vote  of  this  house  was  at  least  binding  on 
the  majority  of  this  committee;  so  that,  on  every 
ground,  and  particularly  for  all  purposes  of  respon- 
sibility, we  regard  the  original  decisions  of  the 
committee  in  the  reversed  cases  as  still  subsisting 
and  binding.  But  whether  they  are  so  or  not,  we 
do  not  deem  important,  as  a host  of  other  cases 
remain,  which  imperiously  demand  revision  by  a 
tribunal  of  plenary  powers — by  the  house  itself. 
We  have  already  stated  that  three  of  the  un- 
dersigned were  constrained  to  abandon  the  commit- 
tee loom;  the  other  member  o(  the  ‘minority  re- 
mained steadily  at  his  post,  little  more  than  a 
spectator  of  the  doings  of  the  majority,  with  no 
power  to  do  good  or  prevent  evil,  till  he  was 
brought  to  the  hour  of  ten  o’clock  on  the  evening 
of  the  11th  instant,  when,  finding  that  the  majority 
had  resolved  to  have  a midnight  session,  and  that 
his  physical  capacities  for  endurance  w!ere  com- 
pletely exhausted,  he,  also,  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  case  to  its  fate.  What  took  place  after  that, 
the  undersigned  do  not  know  in  such  manner  as  to 
make  it  proper  to  state  it;  but  we  have  only  to 
suppose  a case  in  which  a standing  committee  of 
the  house  continues  its  deliberations  in  desecration 
of  the  sacred  Sabbath,  with  a bare  quorum  present, 
not  mentally'  but  corporeally  maintaining  their 
vigils  with  listless  impatience,  and  thus  forcing  an 
oppressed  and  much  injured  party  to  abandon  the 
vindication  of  his  rights,  and  we  shall  probably 
form  some  conception  of  the  manner  in  which 
grave  and  important  questions  can  be  settled,  that 
are  in  a high  degree  interesting  to  the  people  of  an 
entire  state. 

The  undersigned  would  not  do  justice  to  a high- 
ly meritorious  public  officer  if  they  failed  to  notice 
the  calumnious  imputation  attempted  to  be  cast 
upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  executive  of 
New  Jersey,  through  the  testimony  of  Daniel  .Ii. 
Ellis,  which  has  been  spread  belore  the  house  anu 
country  with  a view  to  create  the  impression  that 
he  had  prostituted  his  station  and  office  to  partisan 
purposes,  and  had  pursued  a very  partial,  unfair 
and  disingenuous  course  to  favor  one  of  the  parties 
to  this  controversy.  But  Ihe  allegation  of  Ellis  has 
been  shown,  by  the  oaths  of  three  credible  wit- 
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nesses,  to  be  utterly  false;  and  Ellis  himself,  after 
detection,  has,  by  a volunteer  affidavit,  put  in  a 
plea  in  avoidance  of  his  slanders,  on  the  ground  of 
mistake.  We  have  only  to  regret  that,  if  those 
who  have  preferred  so  serious  an  accusation  against 
governor  Pennington  did  not  know’  it  to  he  false, 
they  did  not,  at  least,  take  some  pains  to  ascertain 
its  truth  before  they  ventured  to  make  the  charge, 
particularly  as  that  gentleman  seems  to  have  acted, 
under  very  trying  circumstances,  with  singular 
fidelity  to  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  laws  and 
institutions  of  his  state. 

But  we  need  not  dwell  on  this  subject,  for  what 
has  a public,  man  to  fear,  no  matter  how  much  his 
conduct  may  be  misrepresented  or  his  motives  tra- 
duced, when  he  is  sustained  by  conscious  rectitude, 
and  renewed  expressions  of  the  confidence  of  a 
generous  and  enlightened  people? 

Much  censure  has  been  cast  upon  the  clerks  of 
Cumberland  and  Middlesex  because  the  return  of 
votes  from  the  township  of  Millville  and  South 
Amboy  were  not  included  in  their  general  lists  for- 
warded to  the  governor;  with  how  little  justice,  the 
following  (acts  will  show.  The  Millville  return 
was  made  to  the  clerk  on  the  13th  of  October,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  "ten  and  eleven”  in  the  after- 
noon; and  as  the  law  of  New  Jersey  is  positive  that 
the  return  shall  be  made  to  the  clerk  “before  five 
o’clock  of  that  day,”  and  he  is  then  at  five  o’clock 
to  make  his  general  list  to  be  transmitted  to  the  go- 
vernor, of  course,  he  could  include  in  that  general 
list  no  returns,  except  such  as  were  received  “be- 
fore five  o’clock.”  The  clerk  had  no  discretion. 
He  proceeded  according  to  lew,  and  is  in  no  way 
censurable.  The  blame,  if  any,  belongs  to  the 
election  officers.  The  return  from  South  Amboy 
was  made  by  a judge  and  inspector,  and  by  Jas. 
M.  Warne,  representing  himself  as  an  inspector: 
his  name,  however,  as  such,  does  not  apear  in  the 
list  of  town  officers,  nor  was  there  any  certificate 
or  other  evidence  of  his  election  as  inspector  filed 
with  the  clerk,  as  the  law  requires,  if  he  had  been 
duly  elected  to  supply  a vacancy,  which  we  insist 
he  was  not. 

The  law  requires  the  certificate  of  such  election 
to  be  filed  with  the  clerk  within  three  d >ys.  None 
such  was  ever  filed.  The  certificate  was  presented 
to  the  clerk  ten  days  after  the  election,  and  after 
the  general  list  had  been  made  out  and  sent  to  the 
governor.  Of  course,  as  the  return  was  not  made 
according  to  law,  the  clerk  could  not  receive  it, 
especially  iu  a case  like  South  Amboy,  where  the 
election  of  this  very  inspector  was  disputed  as 
illegal  and  fraudulent,  and  where  he  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  decided  to  receive  alien  votes,  and 
actually  did  receive  a number  of  such.  The  evi 
deuce  adduced  to  sustain  the  charge  of  fraud 
against  the  clerk  of  Middlesex  very  clearly  dis- 
proves the  whole  charge,  and  his  conduct,  like  that 
of  the  clerk  of  Cumberland,  was  strictly  in  accor- 
dance with  the  law,  and  in  no  wise  censurable,  un- 
less the  refusal  to  violate  the  law  in  order  to  re- 
ceive an  illegal  return,  including  a number  of  alien 
and  illegal  votes,  be  censurable.  If  we  were  dis- 
posed to  indulge  a censorious  disposition,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  us,  on  the  other  hand,  to  show 
from  the  evidence  that  the  conduct  of  the  clerks  of 
Somerset,  Burlington  an<LMonmouth,  all  friendly 
to  the  administration,  was,  at  this  very  election, 
quite  reprehensible;  but  time  will  not  permit. 

But  ttie  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  clerks  of  Middlesex  and  Cumberland  is 
wholly  immaterial,  as  our  object  is,  or  should  be,  to 
ascertain  which  of  the  claimants  received  a plurali- 
ty of  the  lawful  votes  of  New  Jersey.  The  idea 
that  these  gentlemen  are  responsible  for  the  disfran- 
chisement of  the  state,  and  lor  the  exclusion  of  five- 
sixths  of  her  delegation  from  the  hall  during  much 
of  the  session,  by  which  the  authority  of  her  laws 
has  been  spurned  and  her  dignity  trampled  in  the 
dust,  is  too  puerile  to  be  worthy  of  notice  or  com- 
ment. 

The  undersigned  will  now’  proceed  to  state  the 
result  to  which  they  have  come  on  a careful  exami- 
nation of  the  case.  If  we  were  at  libeity  to  take 
into  consideration  the  whole  proof  submitted  to  the 
committee,  we  should  have  little,  or  no  doubt  but 
that  the  entire  opposition  ticket  would  be  found  to 
be  duly  elected;  but  excluding  the  mass  of  evidence 
which  was  rejected  by  the  committee  on  grounds 
merely  technical,  we  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that 
Messrs.  Charles  C.  Stratton,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell 
and  William  Halstead,  of  the  opposition  ticket,  and. 
Messrs.  Peter  D.  Vroom  and  William  R.  Cooper,  of 
the  administration  ticket,  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  26th  congress  by  a plurality  of  the  law- 
ful votes  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey’. 

We  find  that  Irom  the  polls  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates  the  following  votes  should  bp  de- 
ducted, which  we  were  of  opinion  were  unlawful 
votes,  viz: 


John  Udy,  John  Whitehead,  William  C.  Eyring, 
George  Dilts,  Thomas  Simpson,  J.  W.  Cortelyo.u, 
Henry  T.  Tanner,  James  Skinner,  Chester  Morey, 
Garret  A.  Cook,  Rensselaer  Dockerty,  Peter  Me- 
leck,  John  T.  Bray,  John  McMarrimari,  Lorenzo  D. 
Cummins,  John  Teats,  Lewis  Sturupfel,  Frederick 
M.  Querrin,  John  Byerly,  Gilbert  Elliot,  John  S. 
Townsend,  John  W.  Loder,  John  Colyer,  John 
Slaughblower,  James  B.  Bolton,  Ebenezer  Perry, 
James  Kiyle,  Robert  More,  Samuel  Knox,  John 
Parr,  Samuel  Lewis,  Thomas  Goohir,  Morgan  W. 
Spade,  Hezekiah  Ewan,  Jos.  Merron,  John  Wright, 
Frazee  Gaiffen,  Abraham  J.  Ricker,  Jacob  Massa- 
ker,  William  Massaker,  John  Freeman,  Isaac  J. 
Jacobus,  Henry  Myer,  Charles  A.  Bedell,  Richard 
Jones,  Amos  Price,  Andrew  Wade,  Sanford  Hicks, 
Ezra  Hill,  Daniel  Matthews,  George  Addams,  Wm 
W.  Black,  Barney  Gallagher,  Isaac  Burgey,  Miles 
Jonson,  Artemus  Anderson,  David  Doland,  Henry 
Thornton,  John  A.  Cadmus,  Adam  Potter,  Andrew 
Parsons, William  Mitchell,  Abraham  Massaker,  Na- 
thaniel Crook,  John  M.  Robinson,  John  Foy,  Thos. 
Blydenburg,  William  Brown,  John  G.  Conover, 
Alex.  Henderson,  David  Anderson,  Felix  Eyde, 
Wm.  C.  Parsons,  Joseph  E.  Oliver,  Andrew  Cas- 
sedy,  James  Hutton,  Thomas  Hutton,  Richard  Da- 
vis, Samuel  Orr,  David  Wood,  Daniel  Bennet  and 
Benjamin  Long — being  in  all  82  votes. 

To  the  votes  of  the  claimants  should  be  added  the 
votes  of  Charles  R.  Swallow,  Wm.  Weller,  James 
G.  Moore,  Peter  Swartz,  James  Teats,  Aaron  Van- 
derhoof,  James  Blauvelt,  James  Bell,  John  Carpen- 
ter, Thomas  Brown,  Daniel  Swartz,  Thomas  Cad- 
wallader,  jr.  Elijah  Swartz  and  Nelson  Brown — 
being  14  in  number,  whose  votes  were  illegally  re- 
jected at  the  polls.  Also,  the  seven  votes  not  count- 
ed at  the  polls  of  Saddle  River;  and  to  Maxwell  and 
Halstead  the  vote  of  Asher  Atkinson. 

We  find  that  from  the  poll  of  Mr.  Vroom  and  his 
associates  the  following  votes  should  be  deducted, 
which  we  are  of  opinion  are  unlawful  votes,  viz: — 
Benj.  Yongher,  John  McConaghy,  Abraham  Klotz, 
George  W.  Morgan,  Charles  Packs,  Moses  Am  mer- 
man, Alexander  Lucts,  J.  Beck,  Nicholas  Arrow- 
smith,  Abraham  Bryan,  Thomas  A.  Drake,  John  I. 
Buck,  Henry  R.  Doty,  Herbert  Smith,  John  Bo- 
dine,  Thomas  Warner,  Matthew  L.  Ribble,  Hugh 
W.  Holloway,  Nathan  Banett,  Francis  Anthony, 
William  Gulic,  James  Wamsley,  Wm.  Scureman, 
E.  Patterson,  Robert  Martin,  Hugh  Cochran,  Wm. 
Carney,  Patrick  O’Neil,  John  Galfany,  William 
McClintock,  David  Welch,  George  Stephens,  Den- 
nis Cochran,  Warren  Wells,  Andrew  Kinsley,  Geo. 
Walker,  William  Gray,  Patrick  Ferrel,  The’ophilus 
Phillips,  Michael  Green,  Daniel  Kellager,  James 
Ennis,  David  Wilson,  James  Deazley,  Isaiah  Wal- 
len, Abraham  Predmore,  Robert  Bears,  John  Mur- 
ry, Jas.  Fraley,  John  P.  Simmens,  Atkinson  Parks, 
William  Mullere,  Enos  R.  Booth,  James  Flale,  M. 
Lawler,  Patrick  Rider,  Edward  Blake,  N.  S.  Nolan, 
Thomas  Chamberlain,  Peter  Losovv,  Francis  Losow, 
Justin  McCoy,  Eustace  Brownharat,  Isaac  Rake, 
Conde  Carr,  Moses  Robinson,  Look  Flood,  John 
Maloy,  Charles  Woods,  James  Whiteford,  Neil 
Brown,  Robert  Christie,  Robert  O’Harra,  Albert 
Beeman,  Samuel  Cove,  John  McConachy,  S.  A. 
Price,  Andrew  P.  Brink,  Philip  Sullivan,  John  Stan- 
ton, Garret  Freeling,  James  Mitchell,  Augustus  Ma- 
thelen,  Isaac  Jobes,  Abel  Edwards,  Wm.  Me  Wee, 
John  Darmedd,  Luke  Stansbie,  Joseph  Barry,  Ed- 
ward Seymour,  William  Baker,  Daniel  Colman, 
Robert  Edwards,  Clark  Hedden,  Ward  G.  Courta, 
Aurora  McLoud,  Christian  Bene,  Stephen  Condict, 
Abijah  O.  Harrison,  William  T.  Hall,  Anthony  L. 
Frazee,  Isaac  F.  Martin,  Stephen  Cutter,  jr.  Hugh 
Ward,  Stephen  H.  Hedrion,  John  Baker,  Robert 
Taylor,  Mahton  Search,  William  Todd,  John  Dell, 
Rine  Crim,  Caleb  Terry,  Christ.  Blazier,  Obadiah 
Older,  Samuel  Dawson,  Edward  Dawson,  John 
Vreeland,  Henry  Cunningham,  Giles  Courta,  Geo. 
A.  Hingler,  Wm.  Wharton,  Henry  Oneil,  Thomas 
Entwistle,  Dennis  McLauchlin,  George  Norman, 
Thomas  Lynett,  Jos.  Thomson,  David  R.  Schenck, 
Mich.  McColligan,  Robert  Greenlief,  Martin  Har- 
ney, Barney  Malone,  James  Conologue,  Francis 
Dale,  Coley  McDonnough,  Hugh  Conologue,  Jas. 
Roake,  Malachi  Good,  Patrick  Murphy,  Jas.  Cas- 
sedy,  John  McCroney,  Solomon  Husiin,  James 
McCoomhs,  Peter  Bulger,  Robert  Smith,  John  Cat- 
ley,  James  Riley,  John  Ferguson,  Hugh  Campbell, 
Timothy  Coleman,  Samuel  Lowrey,  Win.  Molli- 
neux,  Edwin  R.  Owen,  Henry  Green,  Isaac  Hoff, 
Elias  Green,  Peter  Banant,  John  McCurdy,  Wm. 
McCurdy,  Hugh  Richards,  W m.  Bohrman,  Nicholas 
Buckage,  Michael  Schauin,  Louis  Scliaum,  Nicho- 
las Hoffman,  Daniel  Garrit,  Herman  Vogeriing, 
Daniel  McAnall,  Constantine  Voisard,  Peter  Sny- 
der, Frederick  Wilier,  Archibald  McCambridge, 
Caspar  Brief  Louis  Reitz,  Frederick  Eberkardt, 
Aloys  Abendschoen,  Louis  Becker,  Wm.  Kalten- 
back,  sen.  James  Murdock,  Win.  Kaltenbauk,  jr. 


John  Donly,  William  Williams,  Christian  John 
Wildie,  Andiew  J.  Bell,  Charles  C.  Fithian.  Wal- 
ker Busly,  Thomas  Sinnickson  2d,  Ewick  H.  Katts, 
John  Starts,  John  Tack,  being  one  hundred  and 
ninety  in  number,  with  one  vote  given  by  John 
Slaughblower  to  Dickerson.  There  should  also  be 
deducted  nine  votes  from  the  polls  of  Saddle  River, 
,being  so  many  counted  for  them  more  than  there 
were  cast.  There  should,  however,  be  added  to 
them  the  votes  of  William  A.  Harker,  David  B. 
Brown,  Andrew  11.  Gray,  Patrick  Smith,  Charles 
Dean,  George  Smith,  Wm.  Crum,  Robert  McMul- 
ler,  James  Langdon  and  Joseph  F.  Newcomb,  and 
two  votes  notcounted  atthe  polls  ofPatterson,  and  to 
Vrooui  the  vote  of  Asher  Atkinson,  improperly  re- 
jected at  the  polls. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  returns,  wilh  the 
corrections  made  by  us: 

Dickerson.  Vroom.  Ryall.  Cooper.  Kille. 

28,453  28,492  28,441  23,455  28,426 
Deduct  200  199  199  199  199 


Add 

28,253 

12 

28,293 

13 

28,242 

12 

28,256 

12 

2S,227 

12 

28,265 
Aycrigg. 
28,295 
Deduct  82 

28,306 

Maxwell. 

28,383 

81 

28,254 

Hoisted. 

28,337 

82 

28,268 

Stratton. 

28,396 

82 

28,239 

Yorlce. 

28,321 

82 

Add 

28,213 

21 

28,302 

22 

28.255 
' 21 

2S,314 

21 

28,239 

21 

28,234 

28,321 

28,276 

23,335 

28,260 

The  votes  of  John  J.  Alliger,  Nelson  Bedford, 
Herman  C.  Howard,  John  Smith,  John  O’Niel,  and 
Wm.  J.  Ayres,  were  also  illegal,  but  it  did  not  ap- 
pear (or  whom  they  voted.  These  votes  do  not  af- 
fect the  result. 

We  have  thus  brought  our  labors  to  a close  in  the 
case  of  the  contested  election  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey.  They  have  been  to  us  exceedingly  annoy- 
ing and  irksome.  They  have  banished  us  from  the 
house,  and  Excluded  us  from  many  of  the  duties  im- 
posed by  our  relation  to  our  conslituents.  We  have 
been  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  serving  those  to 
whom  we  are  under  many  obligations,  and  for  whom 
we  cherish  the  highest  affection  and  respect.  Our 
names  have  been  gazetted  as  absentees  from  the 
hall,  without  the  facts  which  would  have  explained 
an  apparent  dereliction  of  duty.  Owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar organization  of  the  committee,  its  proceedings 
in  the  despatch  of  business,  have  been  timorous, 
hesitating  and  embarrassed;  and,  in  consequence, 
the  investigation  has  been  unnecessarily  protracted. 

The  hope  that  our  labors  would  terminate  in  any 
useful  result  has  not  cheered  us  on  the  way.  It  is 
our  deliberate  judgment  that  the  house  is  in  little 
better  condition  to  know  the  truth  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey case  than  it  would  have  been  if  the  case  had 
never  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections — 
the  pervertions  of  law,  and  the  misconstructions  of 
fact,  daily  occurring,  to  which  we  have  already  ad- 
verted. 

Nothing  could  have  induced  us  to  persevere,  for 
so  long  a period,  but  our  sense  of  obligation  to  the 
house  and  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  Now,  we 
would  ask,  what  is  to  be  done?  Only  three  or  four 
days  of  the  session  remain,  and  it  is  not  possible  for 
the  house  short  of  some  weeks,  to  arrive  at  even  a 
tolerable  understanding  of  the  case.  It  can  at  once 
be  referred  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  in  accor- 
dance witli  the  laudable  suggestion  made  at  an  early 
day  by  one  of  the  parties — a suggestion  which  every 
one  can  now  see  should  have  been  embraced,  and 
thus  this  house  would  have  been  saved  infinite 
trouble.  The  public  time  would  have  been  econo- 
mized, and  the  country  spared  the  evil  resulting 
from  the  precedent  established  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  Or  will  the  house  adopt  the 
conclusions  of  the  committee  without  examination 
or  scrutiny? 

This  is  inevitable  if  any  action  is  taken  on  (he 
subject  at  the  present  session.  In  such  an  event, 
we  shall  witness  a consummation  of  the  indignities 
inflicted  on  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  and  nothin"- 
will  remain  but  to  take  an  appeal  to  public  senlu 
ment,  which  is  the  supreme  arbiter  of  “men  and 
measures”  in  a free  country. 

The  reliance  of  the  undersigned  on.  the  efficacy  of 
such  an  appeal  they  trust  is  not  presumptuous,  and 
it  is  on  tins  ground  alone,  after  all  that  lias  trans- 
pired during  the  session  in  respect  to  the  New  Jer- 
sey question,  that  they  repose  any  confidence  in  the 
perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions,  or  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  liberties  of  the  American  people. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE 
TRUMAN  SMITH, 

JOHN  M.  BOTTS, 

BENJ.  RANDALL. 

House  of  representatives,  July  16,  1S40. 
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Anthracite  iron.  We  have  been  favored  with  the 
following  extract  of  a letter  written  by  an  iron  master, 
dated  Crane  Iron  Works,  Sept.  14th,  1840. 

“There  is  a very  important  fact,  connected  with  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  with  anthracite  coal.  The  coal 
used  for  a ton  of  iron  does  not  exceed  27  cwt.  from  the 
pigs,  to  finished  bars,  and  the  waste  per  ton  from  the 
pigs  to  bars,  is  only  1 cwt.  in  pudling  and  1|  cwt.  in 
balling,  whereas  with  bituminous  coal  the  loss  is  3 cwt. 
in  pudling  and  4|  cwt.  in  balling.  At  the  Boonton 
work,  on  The  Morris  canal  in  New  Jersey,  they  state 
from  actual  experiment,  that  the  saving  in  the  yield  of 
iron,  pays  for  all  the  coal  used , (their  works  being  over 
100  miles  from  the  anthracite  coal  mines,  by  canal). — 
They  also  say,  that  they  can  make  bar  iron  with  an- 
thracite coal  full  30  per  cent,  cheaper,  than  with  bitu- 
minous coal.  \Phila.  Com.  List. 

A friend  exhibited  to  us  this  morning  a specimen  of 
malleable  iron,  manufactured  from  the  ore  with  anthra- 
cite coal.  It  is  pronounced  by  an  impartial  and  com- 
petent judge  to  be  equal  in  all  respects  to  any  in  the 
market.  We  are  favored  with  the  following  extract 
from  a letter,  dated  Boonton  Iron  Works,  on  the  Le- 
high canal  above  Allentown. 

“I  deferred  answering  your  letter  until  I could  try 
your  pig  iron  thoroughly,  with  anthracite  coal  for  the 
fuel,  through  all  the  processes  necessary  to  convert  it 
into  malleable  iron.  This  has  been  done,  and  I have 
had  some  of  the  pig  iron  puddled,  by  a process  termed 
balling.  The  result  more  than  equalled  my  expecta- 
tions, and  when  the  iron  was  finished,  it  rolled  into 
chain  iron  equal  in  strength  and  finish  to  any  mallea- 
ble iron  made  for  the  navy,  also  into  beautiful  tough 
hoops  and  small  rods,  from  which  we  made  horse  shoe 
nails  equal  in  quality  to  those  usually  made  from  Rus- 
sia iron.’’ 

A sample  can  be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  company,  No.  72  South  Second 
street.  [PAtl.  iVot.  Gaz. 

Banks.  Tlii  banks  of  Baltimore.  We  learn  that  the 
banks  of  Baltimore  have  a circulation  of  $1, 800, 000, 
and  about  $1,000,000  in  specie  in  their  vaults.  Phila- 
delphia is  indebted  to  Baltimore  about  $700,000,  and 
Baltimore  owes  other  eastern  cities  about  $300,000. — 
Money  is  considered  easy  there,  and  the  banks  dis- 
count nearly  all  the  good  paper  that  is  offered.  It  is 
believed  that  they  will  resume  specie  payments  imme- 
diately after  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  resume. 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pa.  The  Philadelphia  North 
American  says:  “Mr.  Jaudon  has  arrived  in  this  city, 
lie  brought  out  100,000  sovereigns  in  gold  for  the  U. 
States  bank.  The  following  banks  have  agreed  to  aid 
the  United  States  bank  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
three  millions  of  dollars,  in  order  to  enable  her  to  re- 
sume specie  payments,  viz: — Pennsylvania,  Philadel- 
phia, North  America,  Northern  Liberties,  and  Moya- 
mensing.” 

The  Bunker  hill  monument  fair  has  realized  it  is 
said,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  object. 

Canals.  Union  of  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine.  The 
grand  project  frequently  contemplated  by  Napoleon, 
of  uniting  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube  by  a canal,  is 
nearly  accomplised.  The  works  will  bring  it  this  year 
from  Bamberg  to  Nuremberg,  and  the  whole  length 
will  be  finished  in  1812.  A portion  of  the  line  will  be 
opened  next  year. 

Coffee  trade.  We  learn  from  Lyford’s  Commer- 
cial Journal  that  their  were  imported  into  Baltimore 
direct  from  foreign  ports,  55,673  bags  of  coffee  during 
the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  say  upwards  of 
fifteen  million  pounds,  value  $1,240,000.  And  yet  the 
stock  on  hand  last  week  was  only  6,400  bags. 

Cotton.  Liverpool,  September  11.  The  cotton  mar- 
ket has  been  very  quiet  and  languid,  increased  by  some 
failures  at  Manchester,  but  holders  very  generally  have 
remained  firm,  so  that  there  is  no  decided  decline  in 
prices;  though  it  would  not  be  possible  to  sell  largely 
without  submitting  to  a concession  of  | per  cent.  lb. 
which  however  has  not  been  done  except  in  a very  li- 
mited way;  still  the  market  is  a shade  lower.  Ihe 
sales  for  the  week  ended  this  day  amount  to  only  14,830 
bales,  of  which  3,330  are  Upland  at  5a6|— 4,680  Or- 
leans’at  5a7j— 5,450  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  43a6|,  and 
60  Sea  Island  at  13al7d.  per  lb.  The  speculative  de- 
mand is  still  nearly  or  quite  suspended.  The  stock  in 
this  port  is  now  estimated  at  502,000  bales,  of  which 
about  440,000  is  American  cotton. 

The  cotton  crop.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  12th 
instant,  savs,  that  taking  the  accounts  from  the  various 
cotton  growing  states  into  consideration,  “and  allow- 
ing for  the  natural  bias  in  favor  of  reporting  the  crop 
short  in  the  onset  of  the  season,  we  are  led  to  the  con- 
clusion that  although  the  yield  will  not  be  quite  as  Urge 
as  that  of  the  previous  year,  it  will  nevertheless  not  fall 
far  short  thereof,  and  will  in  all  probability  amount  to 
fully  1,900,000  to  1.950,000.  This  would  establish  a 
difference  of  150,000  bales,  and  might  ultimately  exer- 
cise some  influence  on  prices,  should  the  consumption 
continue  on  as  large  a scale  as  has  been  the  case  for 
the  last  nine  months.”  , , , , , 

The  Tallahassee  Star  of  the  22d  ult.  states  that  the 
cotton  crop  in  Middle  Florida  will  not  be  half  an  ave- 

rage*.  . c 

Nnv  description  of  cotton.  A new  species  of  cotton 
has  been  discovered  by  Mr.  L.  C.  Hornsby,  of  Coving- 
ton, Lr.  He.  says  the  bush  grows  from  8 to  10  feet 
fijoh.  branching  out  in -proportion,  and  producing  from 
2,000  to  3,000  pounds  to  the  acre.  Tilts  cotton  is  of 


long  staple  and  very  fine  texture.  Mr.  Hornsby  thinks 
it  as  fine  as  ordinary  silk.  He  says  one  seed  was  found 
two  years  since  in  a chest  of  tea,  imported  from  China; 
he  planted  it,  and  saved  the  seed  which  was  its  pro- 
duction, planted  them,  and  now  offers  a few  for  sale. 
If  this  cotton  proves  as  good  as  represented,  we  can 
then  count  upon  a new  era  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
great  staple. 

Cotton  trade  at  Antwerp.  During  the  six  months  past 
of  the  present  year,  there  have  been  imported  into  Ant- 
werp, 36,078  bales  of  cotton,  which  is  a larger  quantity 
than  has  been  imported  in  the  same  space  of  time,  at 
any  former  period,  with  the  exception  of  1839.  The  ar- 
rivals of  cotton,  at  Antwerp,  during  the  first  half  year  of 
1839, -were  only  8,677  bales.  The  extraordinary  in- 
crease in  the  raw  material,  may  be  considered  a proof 
of  the  great  extension  of  the  cotton  manufactures  in 
Belgium.  Of  the  36,078  bales  imported  this  year  31,000 
were  imported  direct  from  America.  [Pilot. 

Elections.  There  are  one  or  two  errors  in  the  tables 
heretofore  inserted.  The  following  statement  from  the 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser  presents  a correct  table  of  the 
approaching  elections: 

Election  of  stale  officers.  Oct.  5th — Arkansas,  Geor- 
gia and  Michigan;  7th — Maryland;  12th — South  Caro- 
lina; 13th — New  Jersey,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

In  Delaware,  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Mis- 
sissippi, on  the  same  days  in  which  their  electors  are 
chosen. 

Election  of  Electors.  By  a law  of  congress  the  elec- 
tors of  president  must  be  chosen  in  such  manner  as  the 
legislatures  shall  direct,  within  thirty-four  days  preced- 
ing the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  which  thisyear 
falls  on  the  2d.  The  electors  may  therefore  be  chosen 
this  year  on  any  day  aftel  the  28th  of  October.  The 
whole  number  is  294,  (148  a majority),  all  of  whom  will 
be  elected  by  the  people  by  general  ticket,  except  the 
11  in  South  Corolina,  who  will  be  chosen  by  the  legis- 
lature, which  meets  on  Nov.  23d. 

Oct.  30th — Ohio  (21),  and  Pennsylvania  (30),  51 

Nov.  2d — Arkansas  (3),  Connecticut  (8),  Georgia 
(11),  Illinois  (5),  Indiana  (9),  Kentucky  (15), 
Maine  (10),  Michigan  (3),  Mississippi  (4),  Mis- 
souri (4),  New  Hampshire  (7),  New  York  (42), 
Rhode  Island  (4),  Virginia  (23),  148 

Nov.  3d — Louisiana  (5),  New  Jersey  (8),  Tennes- 
see (15),  28 

Nov.  9th — Massachusetts  (14),  Maryland  (10), 
Alabama  (7),  31 

Nov.  10th — Delaware  (3),  Vermont  (7),  10 

Nov.  13th — North  Carolina  15 

Alter  23d — South  Carolina  11 

In  the  city  of  New  York  the  election  is  held  one 
day,  Nov.  4th;  in  the  rest  of  the  state,  on  the  2d,  3d 
and  4th;  and  it  has  been  stated  that  the  elections  in 
Mississippi  and  New  Jersey  are  also  held  two  days; 
but  with  these  exceptions  the  elections  are  completed 
in  one  day. 

Flour.  No  variations  worthy  of  notice  since  last 
weeks  report. 

Hogs.  A Cincinnati  paper  says  that  four  hundred 
miles  of  hogs  were  killed  in  that  city  the  last  year. 

Iron.  An  English  paper  mentions  an  advance  in 
the  price  of  both  Welch  and  Staffordshire  iron,  of  ten 
shillings  per  ton. 

The  iron  trade.  Orders  for  manufactured  iron  for 
rails  have,  during  the  past  week,  been  given  out  to  the 
iron  trade  to  the  enormous  weight  of  35,000  tons;  and 
it  is  anticipated,  when  this  contract  is  completed, 
others  will  speedily,  though  not  to  the  present  extent. 
The  above  order  has  been  kept  back  to  the  latest 
period,  with  the  view  to  take  advantage  of  the  defi- 
ciency in  our  harvest;  but  the  late  fine  weather,  and 
the  admirable  samples  of  new  wheat  which  have 
appeared  at  market,  have  completely  disappointed  the 
hopes  of  the  speculators,  as  to  our  being  compelled  to 
rely  so  much  upon  foreign  countries  for  our  supply  of 
corn.  [Worcester  Jour. 

Mr.  Jaudon,  it  is  said,  will  return  to  England  in  the 
course  of  three  or  four  weeks. 

Johnson,  N.  J.  Population  2,499,  being  an  increase 
of  385  since  1830. 

Mankind.  In  a single  century,  four  thousand  mil- 
lions of  human  beings  appear  on  'he  face  of  the  earth, 
act  their  busy  parts  and  sink  into  its  peaceful  bosom. 

Methodists.  The  general  conference  of  the  Me- 
thodist churches  in  England,  met  at  Newcastle  in  July. 
The  rev.  Robert  Newton  was  elected  president,  and 
the  rev.  Dr.  Hannah,  secretary. 

The  primitive  Methodist  connection  in  England  is 
composed  of  seven  districts,  and  ojie  hundred  and 
fifty-four  circuits;  number  of  members,  73,990;  increase 
for  the  year,  3,594;  deaths,  823;  itinerant  preachers,  487; 
local  preachers,  6,550;  chapels,  1,149;  children  taught 
in  Sabbath  schools,  60,503;  and  gratuitous  teachers, 
11,968. 

Napoleon’s  remains.  The  French  frigate  Artemise, 
under  the  command  of  prince  De  Joinville,  had  arriv- 
ed at  St.  Helena  in  47  days  passage  from  Cherbourg, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  ashes  of  Napoleon  to 
France. 

Newark,  N.  J.  Present  population  17,292. 

Newspapers.  Mons.  Valtemare  is  making  a collec- 
tion of  newspapers.  He  intends  to  include  a specimen 
of  every  paper  published  in  the  country.  Ilis  collec- 


tion already  amounts  to  two  thousand.  When  com- 
pleted, he  intends  to  deposit  it  in  the  national  museum 
at  Paris.  [ Providence  (K.  J.)  Journal. 


New  Shoreham,  N.  J.  the  population  of  is  1,065 
being  109  less  than  in  1830. 

Old  book.  The  Philadelphia  Ledger  makes  men- 
tion of  “an  old  book”  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John 
Woods,  bookseller,  of  that  city — namely,  a copy  of 
“The  Bible,  printed  in  London  in  1573;-’  and  asks 
whether  any  body  in  Philadelphia  “can  show  an  older 
book.’’  We  know  not  whether  any  body  in  Philadel- 
phia can  do  so;  but  there  is  in  the  private  library  of  S. 
U.  Berrian,  Rye,  N.  Y.  a fine  copy  in  folio  of  Quinti- 
lian’s Institutes  of  Oratory,  printed  at  Cologne,  anno 
1521,  more  than  fifty  years  before  the  Bible  of  Mr. 
Woods.  The  Quintilian  alluded  to  is  an  editio  prin- 
ceps,  and  a beautiful  specimen  of  early  typography. — 
The  volume  is  handsomely  bound  in  vellum,  with  bra- 
zen claps,  &c.  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  age,  and 
is  in  all  respects  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  preserva- 
tion. [Standard. 

Ohio  river.  The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  states  that 
the  river  has  now  but  three  and  a half  feet  of  water  in 
the  shallowest  parts  of  the  channel  between  that  city 
and  Louisville,  which  is  lower  than  it  has  been  before 
this  season.  Several  boats  have  grounded  between  the 
two  cities,  whose  passengers  have  been  obliged  to  take 
other  boats,  lor  the  prosecution  of  their  trip. 

Steam  shits.  Mr.  Holmes,  an  Englishman,  who  has 
devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  improving  the  con- 
struction of  steam  ships,  says,  so  great  is  the  reduction 
of  cost  in  both  the  construction  and  working  of  steam 
ships  by  increasing  the  size,  that  we  may,  within  a 
short  period,  expect  to  see  vessels  of  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand tons,  (four  times  the  size  of  a first  rate  man-of- 
war),  working  on  the  principal  lines  of  communication. 

Steamboats.  The  William  Paris,  which  left  Louis- 
ville for  New  Orleans  with  bale  rope  and  bagging, 
sunk  at  the  foot  of  Henderson’s  island — badly  broken. 
She  was  built  in  1S33  and  cost  $15,000. 

The  steamboats  Pike  and  Fayette  came  in  collision 
near  the  juction  of  the  Illinois  and  Missouri  rivers,  on 
the  night  of  the  19th  ultimo,  the  Pike  being  a small 
boat,  was  so  much  damaged  as  to  cause  her  to  sink 
immediately.  The  passengers  and  crew  were  saved 
with  the  exception  of  one  child.  The  cargo,  800  pigs 
lead  and  some  packages  of  merchandise,  is  a complete 
loss.  The  boat  was  uninsured. 

The  steamer  Euphrasie,  in  descending  the  Missouri 
on  the  17th,  struck  a snag  and  sunk,  4 miles  below 
Glasgow.  The  boat  is  a total  loss,  but  the  engine,  fur- 
niture and  cargo  are  expected  to  be  recovered. 

Slate.  We  learn  from  the  London  Athenaeum  that 
M.  Selligne  has  successfully  extracted  oil  from  bitumi- 
nous slate  in  the  department  of  Saone  et  Loire.  The 
slate  is  distilled  in  close  vessels,  and  inflammable  gas, 
is  also  procured,  which  assists  as  a combustible  in  the 
process.  Some  of  the  slate  yields  fifty  per  cent,  of  oil. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  Iowa,  which  sailed  from 
New  York  for  Havre  on  Friday,  took  out  $275,000, 
chiefly  Mexican.  The  barque  Eugenia,  at  N.  York 
from  Vera  Cruz,  brings  $25,000. 

The  ship  Natchez,  at  New  York  from  Valparaiso, 
has  on  board  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  and 
forty  dollars  in  specie. 

Stocks.  The  New  York  Express  says  there  is  evi- 
dently more  confidence  in  the  stock  market  since  the 
arrival  of  the  news  from  England. 

Texan  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz.  Havana  papers 
received  at  New  Orleans  state  that  on  the  22d  of  Aug. 
the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  was  blockaded  by  three  Texan 
vessels  of  war. 


Troy,  New  York.  In  a lecture  recently  delivered 
at  Troy,  bishop  Chase  says,  “forty-two  years  ago  when 
I was  studying  theology  at  Auburn,  there  were  but 
three  houses  where  Troy  now  stands  with  a population 
of  20,000. 


Tobacco.  London,  Sept.  11.  The  supplies  of  Ame- 
rican tobacco  are  greatly  reduced  in  London,  and  the 
holders  are  demanding  higher  rates.  The  only  busi- 
ness of  this  day  has  consequently  been  in  100  hogs- 
heads of  new  Kentucky  of  middling  to  good  quality, 
at  5d.a6d.  per  lb. 

Wisconsin  tobacco.  The  experiment  of  raising  to- 
bacco in  Wisconsin  territory,  has  been  tried  this  sea- 
son, and  succeeded  beyond  expectation. 

Treasury  notes.  The  official  monthly  report  of 
the  department  for  the  1st  October  shows  the  amount 
outstanding,  of  notes  issued  of  the  old  issue,  to  he 

$241,774  90 

Amount  issued  under  the  act  of  1840  4,932,414  57 

Of  which  there  had  been  reduced  613,500  28 


Leaving  of  that  issue  outstanding  4,318,914  29  • 

Aggregate  outstanding  4,560,689  19 


Warren  R.  I.  Present  population  2,451,  of  which 
12  are  revolutionary  pensioners,  averaging  SI  years  of 
age. 


Wheat  in  Baltimore  market,  90  to  100  for  best  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia  red;  white  106;  Pennsylvania 
wheat  101. 

In  Philadelphia  and  New  York  the  prices  appear  to 
be  about  at  the  same.  2,500  bushels  Genncsee  wheat 
brought  in  the  latter  $1  04 
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Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
etter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Someof  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  saiisf'y 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Caledonia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
3d  iiist.  having  left  Liverpool  on  the  19th  ult. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Acadia  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  14th, 
and  the  President  on  the  17th  ult. 

There  had  been  a furious  gale  of  wind  on  the 
north  east  coast  of  Scotland,  and  many  fishing  ves- 
sels had  been  lost  with  all  their  crews. 

The  harvest  had  been  generally  productive,  and 
the  grain  had  been  gathered  in  most  parts  of  the 
country  in  good  order. 

No  later  advices  from  China  or  the  East  Indies. 
Cotton  remained  about  the  same. 

Lord  Brougham  had  been  ill,  at  Cale  hill,  in 
Kent,  but  was  convalescent. 

The  English  papers  mention  the  deaths  of  lieut. 

feneral  Benjamin  Gordon,  at  an  advanced  age,  in 
aris.  Also,  of  admiral  Edwards,  an  officer”  who 
distinguished  himself  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
by  capturing  the  American  frigate  Alliance  in  178l’ 

while  he  commanded  the  Atalante  sloop  of  war. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  95. 

In  Ireland,  the  repeal  excitement  seems  increas- 
ing. No  fewer  than  five  of  the  Dublin  aldermen 
had  announced  themselves  as  repealers. 

It  is  staled  that  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  O’Connell, 
the  other  day,  at  the  repeal  association,  in  Dublin’ 
a young  lady  was  admitted,  in  whom  he  had  a “deep 
interest,”  namely,  Miss  Eliza  O’Connell,  his  fa- 
ther’s twenty  fourth  grand  child!  The  motion  was 
received  with  loud  cheers. 

An  axle-tree  of  one  of  the  cars  of  the  North  Mid- 
land railway,  on  the  14th  ult.  broke,  and  threw  7 
cars  off  the  rails,  killing  several  persons,  and  wound- 
ing others,  some  mortally. 

Naval  preparations.— The  greatest  activity  pre- 
vails in  the  naval  departments  at  Plymouth.  The 
Calcutta,  84,  was  commissioned  on  Friday  week, 
by  captain  sir  S.  Roberts,  C.  B.  The  Bombay,  84,’ 
i3  oidered  to  be  masted  without  delay;  she  is  ex- 
pected to  be  commissioned  immediately.  The 
f\ile,  92,  the  Clarence,  84,  the  Vengeance,  84,  and 
the  Foudroyant,  78,  are  ready  for  speedy  coinmis- 
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sioning.  At  Portsmouth  there  are  at  present  no 
ships  ordered  forservice,  except  the  Britannia,  120. 
The  queen,  110,  is  to  bear  the  flag  of  sir  E.  Cod- 
ringtou,  and  is  preparing  for  the  purpose. 

[English  paper. 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas 
writes  on  the  18th  Sept. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  la3t  packet,  things  have 
continued  to  improve  in  this  quarter  of  the  world. 
The  warlike  rumors  from  France  are  daily  dying 
away;  in  monetary  affairs  there  is  a general  im- 
provement, a test  of  this  is  the  rapid  rise  which  lias 
occurred  in  the  English  funds  during  yesterday  and 
to  day. 

There  is  no  alteration  in  the  London  market  for 
(he  securities  of  the  United  States.  Nor  during  the 
last  ten  days  has  business  in  this  line  been  done  on 
an  extensive  scale,  quotations  being  maintained  at 
preceding  rates,  except  a slight  decline.in  bank 
shares.  The  principal  circumstance,  to  be  men- 
tioned at  this  time,  is  the  arrival  of  considerable  or- 
ders for  stocks  to  be  returned  to  the  United  States. 
The  abundance  of  money  reported  in  the  latest  pa- 
pers received,  is  said  To  be  such  as  to  have  caused 
a speculation  business  in  such  securities,  and  these 
being  at  so  low  a point  of  depression  that  conside- 
rable profits  may  soon  be  expected  to  be  realized. 
Should  this  demand  for  American  securities,  for  re- 
turns, be  continued  to  any  considerable  extent,  the 
London  market  is  almost  sure  to  advance  in  conse- 
quence, as  these  operations  will  be  viewed  as  a 
proof  of  the  revival  of  monetary  affairs  throughout 
the  United  States.  There  are  other  circumstances 
favorable  to  a revival  of  tile  business  in  transatlan- 
tic securities,  particularly  the  accounts  which  ar- 
rive of  the  increasing  stability  of  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  through  large  accumulations, 
of  specie,  for  easy  resumption  of  cash  payments  at 
the  appointed  time. 

The  importation  of  foreign  merchandise  continue 
to  be  very  small,  and  the  exportations  of  cotton  and 
flour  so  large,  as  to  be  rapidly  reducing  the  mercan- 
tile balances  in  the  various  European  states.  The 
crops  of  the  present  season  are  also  estimated  as 
very  much  larger  than  those  of  1839,  which  still 
further  must  increase  the  stability  of  the  country, 
and  the  next  president  being  now  almost  ascertain- 
ed to  be  a man  of  more  rational  views  of  monetary 
affairs,  confirms  the  probability  that  a great  revival 
of  the  American  trade  may  be  looked  for  in  the 
course  of  a few  months  from  the  present  time. 

The  weather  has  continued  variable  since  last 
packet.  There  have  been  violent  storms  in  the 
north  of  England  and  in  Scotland,  lasting  from  24 
to  36  hours,  with  a subsequent  rapid  diminution  of 
temperature  in  every  instance.  The  reports  from 
tlie  agricultural  counties  continue  to  be  favorable, 
and  the  harvest  is  going  forward  every  where  with 
the  prospect  of  at  least  average  crops  being  secured, 
inconsequence  of  which  tlie  markets  for  wheat  and 
flour  are  become  dull,  but  not  materially  on  the 
whole  lower.  The  duty  on  foreign  wheat  advanced 
yesterday  to  10s.  8(1.  per  quarter,  and  to  63.  ^d.  per 
barrel  ol  flour  of  196  lb.  The  general  opinion  of 
the  corii  market  is  that  the  prices  will  range  at  the 
present  rate  throughout  the  ensuing  year,  not  ex- 
traordinarily high,  nor  yet  very  low;  the  duty  fluc- 
tuating between  10s.  5d.  and  Is.  per  quarter — as  the 
markets  may  be  influenced  by  tlie  varying  qualities 
of  the  wheat  of  the  present  year.  The  business  of 
London  is  very  much  limited  by  the  absence  of  ca- 
pitalists on  autumnal  excursions. 

The  hop  crop  is  exceedingly  short,  and  prices 
range  very  high  in  consequence.  On  the  whole 
there  is  little  of  importance  in  a commercial  point 
of  view  to  be  added  to  former  accounts. 

The  New  York  Herald  professes  to  have  a private 
letter  four  hours  later  in  date  than  the  above,  giving 
the  substance  of  a third  edition  of  the  London  Times 
as  follows: 

"■London,  Friday  night.  Sept  IS  III. 

“We  have  been  in  a state  ol  the  utmost  suspense 
during  the  week,  and  we  cannot  tell  for  even  an 
hour  what  aspect  the  eastern  question  may  assume. 
At  present  the  French  people  are  most  violent  in 
their  denunciations,  and  have  not  at  all  softened 
down  in  their  acrimonious  feeling.  The  Parisian 
papers  continue  sending  forth  their  manifestos 
against  England;  and  represent  the  conduct  of  the 
Butish  government  as  being  utterly  at  variance 
w ith  all  recognised  principles  of  national  honor  and 


j justice.  This,  remember,  is  the  French  version, 
ours  is  a different  one,  although  I do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  it  is  to  be  wished  that  England  had  shaped 
her  course  rather  differently  in  some  respects. 
However  there  is  nothing  to  justify  the  present 
conduct  of  our  French  neighbors,  and  they  rnay 
probably  have  cause  deeply  to  deplore  the  headlong 
course  they  are  pursuing.” 

This  intelligence  is  corroborated  by  the  tone  and 
statements  of  the  other  London  and  Paris  prints. 
We  are  more  than  ever  persuaded  of  the  strong  pro- 
bability that  a war  will  break  out  in  the  east. 

A large  failure  of  a Hebrew  house  had  taken 
place  in  London,  of  £400,000  sterling,  arising  from 
stock  speculations. 

Treaty  of  commerce  between  France  and  England. 
Paris,  Sept.  26.  We  are  enabled  to  state,  that  the 
British  and  Flench  commissioners  have  brought  to 
a close  their  negotiations  for  a treaty  of  commerce 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that  it  con- 
tains several  clauses  highly  favorable  to  British  ma- 
nufactures. The  very  few  points  which  may  be 
considered  open  are  mere  technicalities,  of  no  im- 
portance whatever,  and  which  cannot  by  possibility 
be  made  the  subject  of  any  discussion  affecting 
either  the  principle  or  the  details  of  the  treaty. 
But  for  the  unpleasantdifference  which  have  arisen 
on  the  eastern  question,  the  treaty  would  have  al- 
ready received  the  signature  of  M.  Thiers.  His 
motives  for  not  sigriingit  under  such  circumstances 
will  be  understood;  but  Mr.  Porter  remains  in 
Paris,  and  there  appears  to  be  an  understanding  that 
the  treaty  will  be  signed  the  moment  the  political 
horizon  shall  have  brightened  up.  The  announce- 
ment of  signature  will  then  be  regarded  as  a strong 
indication  of  the  resumption  of  harmonious  inter- 
course between  the  two  nations. 

[ Guligani’s  Messenger. 

Amid  all  the  turmoil  of  foreign  politics,  and  fall  of 
the  continental  funds,  American  securities  have 
risen,  Ohio  103g  state  of  New  York  99.  Citv  of 
New  York  92£.  If  there  occurs  a war,  American 
stock  will  be  the  favorite  investment.  Even  with 
this  partial  advantage,  every  well  wisher  to  the  ge- 
neral good  of  society  throughout  the  world,  will  ra- 
ther wish  for  the  permanence  of  a pacific  aspect  of 
affairs. 

FRANCE. 

We  abridge  the  following  intelligence  from  Paris 
up  to  the  16th  from  the  London  Times  of  the  18th 
ult. 

We  have  received  by  express  the  Paris  papers  of 
Tuesday,  with  our  usual  correspondence. 

The  ministerial  journals  appear  to  have  been  in- 
structed to  abstain,  for  one  day  at  least,  from  refe- 
rence to  the  eastern  question,  and  in  lieu  of  it  to 
direct  all  their  attention  to  the  new  position  of 
Spain. 

The  Moniteur  publishes  an  advertisement  for 
tenders  to  supply,  for  the  Use  of  the  dockyards  of 
Brest,  Toulon,  Rochefort,  Cherbourg  and  1’Orient, 
2,400  tons  of  hemp.  The  Presse  states,  that  the 
reserves  of  the  conscription  for  the  ye  rs  1834  and 
1835  are  positively  to  be  called  out,  and  that  a con- 
tract had  been  signed  for  tlie  purchase  of  a vast 
number  of  horses.  But  it  adds,  “that  it  must  not 
be  concluded  from  these  facts  that  the  government 
considers  war  as  imminent.” 

“Thus  it  will  be  seen,”  say  our  private  le.tters, 
“that  every  thing  looks  warlike,  while  every  well 
informed  man  is  convinced,  that  if  no  untoward  ac- 
cident occur,  that  disaster  will  even  yet  be  avert- 
ed.” 

That  such  was  the  opinion  on  the  Bourse  on 
Tuesday  is  evident  from  the  considerable  improve- 
ment which  took  place  in  the  public  funds  on  that 
day,  and  which  wa3  to  the  extent  of  5 per  cent,  a 
circumstance  the  more  surprising,  as,  with  the 
exception  of  an  article  in  the  Constitutionel,  which 
averred  that  “the  king  of  Prussia  was  endeavoring 
to  bring  about  a remodelling  or  a modification  of 
the  treaty  of  London,  so  as  to  admit  that  France 
should  become  a party  to  it,”  nothing  appeared  in 
the  journals  to  change  the  face  of  affairs.  In  re- 
peating once  more  that  “t he  impression  in  the  best 
informed  quarters  that  there  would  be  no  war,” 
our  Paris  correspondent  admits  the  “possibility  that 
Mehemet  Ali  might,  in  a fit  of  desperation,  order 
Ibrahim  to  advance,  or  take  such  other  steps  as 
would  render  French  intervention  necessary,  and 
so  originate  a general  war.  He  adds,  however. 
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“that  admiral  Hugon,  who  arrived  at  Vourla  on  the 
26th  of  August,  had,  in  order  to  prevent  the  too 
probable  occurrence  of  quarrels,  at  such  a junc- 
ture, between  the  officers  of  the  two  fleets,  forbid- 
den all  communication  between  the  French  and 
British  ships  of  war.” 

The  Courier  Francais  mentions,  that  on  Tuesday 
the  British  charge  d’affaires  was  to  communicate 
the  treaty  of  the  15th  of  July  to  the  French  go- 
vernment, the  ratifications  having  been  all  exchang- 
ed. This  statement  is,  however,  positively  contra- 
dicted in  our  private  letters. 

The  Moniteur  states  the  extraordinary  fact,  that 
“on  Sunday  and  Monday  last  the  sums  drawn  from 
the  savings  banks  of  Paris  amounted  to  1,775,000 
francs  while  the  lodgments  on  Monday  were 
only  442,297f.”  This  is,  however,  we  are  as- 
sured, rather  ascribable  to  the  desire  to  purchase  in 
the  funds  at  the  then  depressed  price  of  stock, 
than  to  the  extension  of  the  panic  to  the  depositors. 

The  Constitutional  and  the  Courier  Francais  re- 
spectively deplore  the  revolutionary  proceedings 
which  have  recently  taken  place  in  Spain,  and  call 
upon  the  French  government  to  lend  its  support  to 
the  queen  in  resistance  of  the  rebellious  munici- 
palities of  the  capital  and  other  great  cities,  and  of 
the  correspondent  treason  of  Espartero. 

The  Journal  des  Debats  says  that  the  present 
movement  of  British  troops  in  the  Mediterranean 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  hostile  expedition 
against  Mehemet  Ali,  but  is  merely  an  exchange 
oT  some  regiments  who  have  completed  their  period 
of  service,  and  are  about  to  be  relieved;  it  consi- 
ders that  the  amount  of  troops  at  present  in  Great 
Britain  would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Bri- 
tish government  to  undertake  any  expedition  with- 
out making  an  application  to  parliament.  The 
Debats  likewise  observes,  that  the  improvement  in 
the  funds  on  Tuesday  arose  from  purchases  made 
by  person  who  have,  or  are  about  to  draw  depo- 
sites  out  of  the  savings  banks,  which  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  the  purchases  in  the  five  per  cents, 
made  on  Tuesday  were  conditioned  to  be  accepted 
on  Friday  next,  the  day  on  which  the  savings  bank 
is  open  for  refunding  tiie  amount  of  deposites. 

The  postscript  of  our  Paris  letter  of  Wednesday 
announces,  on  the  authority  of  advices  from  Malta 
of  the  5th  inst.  that  count  Walewski  had  submitted 
to  Mehemet  Ali  a plan  for  adjusting  his  differences 
with  the  sultan,  which  the  viceroy  had  acceded  to. 
The  count  had  immediately  left  for  Constantinople, 
with  the  intention  of  presenting  the  same  project  to 
the  sultan,  through  the  medium  of  M.  de  Pontois. 
Mehemet  Ali  was  believed  to  have  declared  that  he 
would  content  himself  with  the  possession  of  Syria 
during  his  life. 

SPAIN. 

Spain  is  once  more  in  a slate  of  revolution.  The 
people,  through  the  municipal  officers  and  army, 
through  its  chiefs,  have  demanded  the  repeal  of  the 
law  on  municipal  councils,  the  dismissal  of  minis- 
ters, and  the  convocation  of  the  cortes.  The  queen 
regent  has  refused  compliance.  She  must  submit, 
for  the  nation  is  nearly  unanimous.  Throughout 
Germany  and  Italy  the  governments  are  preparing 
for  war.  Throughout  the  late  French  Rhenish  pro- 
vinces and  Italy,  the  people  are  prepared  for  a re- 
volt on  the  first  appearance  of  the  tri-colored  flag 
on  the  frontier.  Still  the  best  informed  rely  on  the 
continued  maintenance  of  peace.' 

RUSSIA. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  has  had  a grand  review  of 
a portion  of  his  troops,  to  the  number  of  58,000 
men,  composed  of  artillery  men,  infantry  and  caval- 
ry— a number  of  American  citizens,  were  present, 
among  whom  were  major  Barker,  capt.  Morreaux, 
major  Wade,  now  on  a tour  of  inspection  of  the 
different  foundries  of  Europe  by  order  ol  the  Uniled 
States  government. 

AFFAIRS  IN  THE  EAST. 

A letter  from  Paris  says— Nothing  further  of  any 
importance  has  transpired  on  the  eastern  question, 
but  the  state  of  the  stock  market  fully  bears  out 
the  assurance  that  we  shall  have  no  war  this  time, 
although  it  is  impossible  to  fix  the  date  ol  the  re- 
storation of  good  feeling  between  the  other  great 
powers  and  Fiance,  or  to  say  that  no  accident  will 
occur  to  deleat  our  hopes  for  the  continuance  of 
peace.  Stocks  up  5 per  cent,  in  Paiis  on  16th  of 
September,  next  day  another  rise  of  1|.  There  is 
every  sign  of  prepaiation  for  war  in  the  meantime. 
Cannon,  wagons,  camp  furniture,  implements,  arms, 
clothing,  in  short  all  the  material  of  war  are  in  pro- 
gress of  manufacture  or  of  completion  for  the  field, 
with  an  activity  of  which  uone,  who  do  not  witness 
it  can  form  an  idea.  The  troops  are  drilled  thrice 
a day.  Similar  efforts  are  made  in  respect  of  the 
navy.  There  is  a very  strong  anti-British  feeling 
manifested  on  every  occasion  throughout  the  coun- 
try, but  this  is  probably  limited  to  a class  whose 
weight  consists  rather  in  their  numbers  than  in- 


fluence. One  hundred  millions  of  francs  are  plac- 
ed at  the  disposal  of  the  minister  of  war  to  raise 
“defensive  works  round  Paris”  as  the  ministerial 
papers  term  them,  but  for  embastilliug  that  city,  as 
the  republicans  aver. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  display,  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  conceive  that  war  can  be  seriously  con- 
templated. The  coalesced  powers  must  have  known 
that  France  would  not  concur  in  it  eie  they  signed 
the  quadruple  treaty,  yet  they  made  no  effort  what- 
ever to  increase  their  respective  fleets  or  armies, 
until  the  French  press  raised  the  alarm  of  war, 
which  has  continued  now  these  six  weeks. 

Latest  accounts  from  the  Levant,  state  that  the 
English  had  commenced  the  blockade  of  Alexan- 
dria, on  the  1st  of  September.  The  French  fleet 
sailed  from  Vourla  for  that  destination  on  or  about 
29th  ultimo.  A campaign  is  therefore  possible, 
though  the  commanding  officers  are  strictly  pro- 
hibited giving  any  occasion  for  quarrel.  Still  there 
may,  unhappily,  arise  a case  in  which  this  pacific 
injunction  may  be  disregarded,  and  then  we  shall 
have  a general  war.  Of  this  Mehemet  Ali  is  aware. 
Will  he  continue  to  resist?  That  is  the  whole  ques- 
tion and  turning  point.  His  old  and  deadly  enemy, 
Kosrew  pasha,  late  grand  vizer,  has  been  strang- 
led at  Constantinople  for  treasonable  practices.  He 
was  a devoted  tool  of  Riajua,  and  in  secret  con- 
nexion with  the  ex-janissaries.  His  removal  may 
pave  the  way  for  the  reconciliation  of  Mehemet 
with  tire  porte. 

A letter  from  Constantinople,  published  in  the 
Gazette  of  Leipsic,  states,  that  the  Turkish  fleet 
which  had  sailed  from  Constantinople  under  the  or- 
ders of  commodore  Walker  had  on  board  25,000 
muskets  and  1,250,000  cartouches.  It  likewise 
mentions  that  the  Ottoman  porte  has  despatched  a 
courier  to  Rome  to  request  his  holiness  the  pope  to 
give  orders  to  the  patriarch  of  Lebanon  to  exhort 
the  populations  of  Syria  to  observe  obedience  to 
the  sultan.  If  the  pope  acceded  to  this  request, 
there  would  very  soon  be  60,000  men  under  arms 
in  Syria. 

The  intelligence  from  Alexandria  of  the  30th  ult. 
confirms  our  previous  accounts,  that  the  pasha  of 
Egypt  was  resolutely  bent  on  resisting  the  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  by  the  four  powers.  Count 
Walewski,  perceiving  that  there  no  longer  remain- 
ed any  hope  of  an  amicable  arrangement,  had  left 
lor  Vourla,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  the  French 
squadron  there.  The  fleet  had,  however,  previous- 
ly quitted  its  anchorage,  having  been  joined  by  the 
Triton,  having  on  board  rear  admiral  Hugon.  Its 
destination  was  not  known.  Our  private  letters  state 
that  up  to  the  1st  inst.  Ihe  pasha  had  refrained  from 
acts  of  retaliation,  though  several  Egyptian  vessels 
had  been  sequestered  by  admiral  Stopford. 

Our  private  correspondence  from  Alexandria,  dat- 
ed the  27th  ult.  states  that  on  that  day  the  ten  days 
given  to  the  viceroy  to  reply  to  the  notification  of 
the  treaty  of  London  had  expired,  and  that  the  four 
consuls,  accompanied  by  Rifat  bey,  had  waited  on 
Mehemet  Ali,  and  that  the  conference  only  lasted 
three  minutes  and  a half.  Rifat  bey  wished  to  speak 
but  Mehemet  Ali  interrupted  him,  and  said  that  there 
was  nothing  more  to  be  said,  that  he  ought  to  know 
his  intentions,  and  that  was  sufficient.  The  English 
consul  then  wished  to  speak,  but  Mehemet  Aii  in- 
terrupted him,  and  told  him  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
hear  any  thing,  because  his  detei initiation  was  fix- 
ed, and  that  the  other  powers  might  do  what  they 
pleased.  Mehemet  Ali  then  began  to  walk  with  ra- 
pid strides,  and  the  consuls  retired. 

The  viceroy  had  ordered  an  immense  case  filled 
with  anchors  to  be  sunk  at  the  entrance  of  the  old 
harbor  (brigs  or  corvetts  alone  can  enter  the  har- 
bor), so  that  his  fleet  is  secure  against  any  attack. 

The  steamboat  Syria  had  brought  M.  Hourse,  the 
late  French  consul  at  Beyrout,  and  his  family.  Sir 
M.  Montefiore  and  M.  Cremieux  had  presented  a 
petition  praying  for  the  pardon  of  the  Jews  at  Da- 
mascus, which  petition  had  been  signed  by  several 
consuls.  It  is  said  that  the  Jews  had  acknowledg- 
ed their  guilt. 

A letter  from  Alexandria,  dated  the  1st  inst.  pub- 
lished in  the  Toulounais,  slates,  that  “the  blockade 
of  that  port  by  the  combined  British  and  Austrian 
fleets  had  no  effect  on  the  viceroy’s  determination, 
which  still  continued  inflexible.  His  plan  was  ge- 
nerally approved  of,  and  every  Egy  ptian  joined  hear- 
tily in  assisting  in  the  defensive  measures  adopted. 
Mehemet  Ali  is  the  idol  of  the  population,  whom 
he  has  rescued  from  slavery,  and  the  success. of  the 
viceroy  is  considered  ceilaiu  if  France  opposes  the 
unjust  ultimatum  of  the  allied  powers.” 

The  despatches  forwarded  by  the  papin  to  the 
French  government  are  of  great  importance,  and  of 
a nature  to  give  another  turn  of  affairs.  It  is  »ene- 
rally  believed  that  those  despatches  will  induce  the 
French  government  to  take  a definite  decision. 


EGYPT  AND  SYRIA. 

Mehemet  JILi’s  civilization.  Much  has  been  said 
and  written  concerning  the  enlightened  policy  of 
Mehemet  Ali  in  introducing  civilization  and  useful 
arts  into  the  countries  under  his  sway.  An  English 
traveller  writing  in  the  London  Sun  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, declares  that  this  boasted  civilization  consists 
more  in  report  than  in  reality.  The  establishments 
in  Egypt  which  seem  to  indicate  improvement,  such 
as  polytechnic  schools,  schools  of  medicine  and  ge- 
neral instruction,  manufactories,  & c.  are  under  the 
direction  of  foreigners,  chiefly  Fienchmen,  and  to 
these  travellers  are  taken  as  to  specimens  of  what 
is  going  on  in  the  country.  The  enterprise  and  en- 
ergy of  Mehemet  Ali  prompt  him  to  seize  upon 
every  thing  that  may  be  made  available,  not  for  ihe 
amelioration  of  the  people’s  condition  but  for  the 
strengthening  of  his  own  power,  and  for  th i3  pur- 
pose foreign  arts  and  establishments  are  brought  into 
the  country.  To  lighten  the  burdens  of  his  subjects, 
to  alieviate  their  sufferings,  to  elevate  their  condition 
— these  not  objects  of  his  policy. 

The  real  state  of  things  in  Egypt  can  be  seen  only 
by  travelling  through  the  country,  but  some  idea 
may  be  formed  from  a statement  of  some  of  the  op- 
pressive laws  which  are  enforced  upon  the  unhappy 
people  with  as  much  rigor  by  Mehemet  Ali  as  they 
were  by  any  of  his  predecessors.  The  whole  of 
the  land  belongs  to  the  pasha,  and  he  has  an  abso- 
lute monopoly  of  every  thing  that,  is  grown  in  the 
country.  The  people  who  cultivate  the  ground  are 
supplied  with  seed,  forn,  cotton,  &e.  and  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil  seventy  five  per  cent,  goes  to  the 
pasha — the  remainder  is  left  with  the  laborers  w ith 
the  privilege  on  the  part  of  the  pasha  to  take  it  at  a 
price  fixed  by  himself,  to  be  afterwards  re-sold  at  a 
higher  price. — With  the  poor  pittance  allowed  them 
in  this  mariner,  the  people  are  obliged  to  pay  a ca- 
pitation tax,  and  this  is  levied  not  according  to  the 
real  number  of  people  in  a village  but  according  to 
the  number  at  which  it  is  rated  on  the  government 
books.  If  a town  becomes  half  depopulated  by  con- 
scription or  other  means,  the  remnant  ot  the  inha- 
bitants are  compelled  to  pay  the  full  quota.  This 
is  enforced  by  the  bastinado.  Besides  the  capitation 
lax,  there  is  a tax  on  date  trees,  on  water  wheels, 
used  for  drawing  water  from  the  Nile  to  irrigate  the 
land,  and  on  every  article  of  daily  and  domestic  use. 
Finally  to  complete  the  measure  of  tyranny  and  op- 
pi  ession  there  is  the  corvee  in  continual  action — a 
custom  by  which  the  poor  fellahs  are  liable  to  be 
seized  for  public  works,  for  the  transport  of  the  bag- 
gage of  the  troops,  or  any  other  government  service 
— and  this  without  pay.  In  constructing  the  canal 
from  Alexandria  to  the  Nile,  Mehemet  Ali  collected 
together  150,000  men  fiom  all  parts  of  the  country, 
arid  compelled  them  to  excavate  w'itli  their  hands,  as 
tools  were  scarce. 

In  time  of  war  a conscription  is  in  force.  An  or- 
der is  given  to  the  chief  of  a district  to  furnish  a 
certain  number  of  men;  these  he  seizes  like  wild 
beasts  wherever  he  can  find  them.  Tney  are  chain- 
ed and  sent  forward  to  the  pasha’s  order.  The  na- 
tives of  the  country  are  rarely  employed  in  any  of- 
fice of  trust.  The  government  places  are  filled  by 
Turks.  “In  short,”  says  the  traveller  to  whom  W'e 
have  referred,  “the  worst  features  of  the  Mamaluke 
and  Turkish  rules  are  still  in  aclive  operation;  but 
the  method  of  applying  them  is  much  more  ingeni- 
ous, and  the  boasted  civilization  of  Mehemet  Ali 
amounts  to  this — that  being  beyond  doubt  a man  of 
extraordinary  talents,  he  knows  how  to  bring  into 
play  the  recources  of  the  country  better  than  his 
predecessors  did,  but,  like  them,  entirely  for  his  own 
interests,  and  without  any  relerence  to  the  well  be- 
ing of  the  people;  and  that  with  Ihe  aid  of  his  Euro- 
pean instruments  he  has,  if  I may  say  so,  applied 
the  screw  with  a master  hand,  and  squeezed  from  the 
wretches  under  his  sway  the  very  last  drop  of  their 
blood.” 

The  insurrection  in  Syria  which  lately  broke  out 
was  caused  by  the  introduction  ot  the  Egyptian  sys- 
tem of  oppression  into  Syria — the  people  of  this 
latter  country  not  having  been  accustomed  to  the 
yoke  which  use  has  made  familar  to  the  people  of 
Egypt.  [Balt.  Amer. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Valparaiso  papers  to  the  16th  of  July,  have  been 
received  by  the  ship  Natchez,  at  New  York.  The 
Journal  of  Commerce  contains  a sketch  of  the  mes- 
sage transmitted  to  the  Chilian  congress,  which  was 
then  in  session.  This  document  states  that  the  re- 
venue of  Chili  for  the  past  year  appears  to  have 
been  $2,289,108 

And  the  expenditures  about  1,700,000 


Leaving  a surplus  of  $589,108 

of  which  about  200. COO  have  been  remitted' to  Eng- 
land on  account  of  the  interest  due  to  the  bond 
holders. 
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New  custom  house  stores  are  erecting  in  Valpa- 
raiso. which  will  cause  an  outlay  of  $100,000;  the 
lest  of  the  surplus  will  be  expended  in  further  pay- 
ments to  the  English  bond  holders,  and  internal 
improvements.  The  army  has  been  reduced  to 
1,000  men,  but  the  militia  form  a very  considerable 
well  organized  and  well  disciplined  body  of  troops. 

A reduction  has  also  taken  place  in  the  navy, 
which  is  now  composed  of  a new  and  powerful 
frigate  of  the  first  class,  and  a few  small  vessels. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  see  from  the  vice  president’s 
address,  that  the  long  deferred  claims  of  American 
citizens  are  at  last  in  a fair  way  of  being  adjusted 
and  paid. 

MEXICO. 

We  have  advices  from  Mexico  to  the  1st,  and 
from  the  capital  to  the  15th  August.  Government 
appears  to  be  strengthening  its  position  as  much  as 
ossible.  Arista,  the  central  general,  is  again  on 
is  march.  Much  confusion  and  discord  are  said  to 
prevail  among  the  federalists — but  our  accounts  are 
from  central  papers.  Arista  has  been  joined  by 
f,  some  300  or  400  Nacogdoches  and  Labaer  Indians. 
A despatch  from  Arista  announces  his  intention  to 
inarch  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Texian  squadron 
had  appeared  olf  the  bar  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  an 
attack  was  feared.  Much  sickness  prevailed  among 
the  forces  of  Arista. 

TEXAS. 

The  Galveston  Daily  Courier  of  the  29th  August 
mentions  the  arrival  of  a sloop  from  Campeachy, 
with  commodore  Rebeau  of  the  federal  Mexican 
navy,  on  board.  The  Texian  fleet  was  at  Cam- 
peachy,  and  amicable  intercourse  existed  between 
the  officers  of  the  fleet  and  those  of  the  federal 
Mexican  government.  According  to  the  report  of 
commodore  Rebeau,  Urrea  had  been  driven  out  of 
the  city,  but  was  fortifying  himself  outside,  to  make 
a determined  resistance.  This  is  in  contradiction 
to  the  last  advices  received  in  this  city,  which  stated 
that  a treaty  had  been  concluded  between  the  two 
parties,  in  virtue  of  which  the  federalists  had  eva- 
cuated the  capital,  and  that  Urrea  had  resigned  the 
command,  and  had  withdrawn  to  some  distance. 
Contradictory  reports  constitute  no  novel  feature 
in  Mexican  intelligence. 

Colonel  Burleson  has  resigned  his  command  of 
the  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  and  Wm,  G.  Cooke 
has  been  appointed  his  successor.  Captain  Howard 
has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  proceed  against  the  Cumanches  imme- 
diately. We  learn,  says  the  Galveston  Courier, 
that  general  Houston  pursued  the  Indians,  after  his 
engagement  with  them  on  Plumb  creek,  till  his 
horses  tired,  and  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the 
pursuit.  He  returned  to  Austin,  and  has  been  very 
ill  ever  since  his  rpturn.  The  last  accounts  repre- 
sent him  to  be  convalescent,  though  his  health  is 
very  bad.  Colonel  Cooke  is  about  to  start  with  two 
companies  under  his  command  to  lay  off  the  military 
road  from  Nacogdoches  to  the  Nueces  river. 

Later.  By  the  schooner  Henry,  captain  Alden, 
from  Matagorda,  we  have  few  days  later  intelligence 
from  Texas.  The  army  under  general  Felix  Hous- 
ton, had  recaptured  one  thousand  horses  and  mules 
loaded  with  the  plunder  of  Linnville.  The  pursuit 
of  the  Indians  by  the  Texians  was  a hot  one.  The 
savages  were  alarmed,  and  were  scattering  in  every 
direction.  A force  of  about  four  hundred  of  the 
brave  Texians  had  succeeded  in  getting  between 
the  Cumanches  and  the  mountains,  to  cut  olf  their 
retreat,  while  a much  larger  number  w’ere  pressing 
on  in  the  rear,  with  the  ardent  hope  of  cutting  them 
off  entirely.  Seventy- four  were  reported  to  have 
been  killed  and  a number  taken  prisoners.  It  was 
ascertained  to  be  true,  that  Mrs.  Crosby,  captured 
by  the  Indians  at  Linnville,  had  since  been  killed 
by  them.  [N.  O.  Bulletin. 

Galveston  is  quite  healthy.  The  quarantine  laws 
are  rigidly  enforced. 

CANADA. 

Information  has  been  received  in  town  that  the 
governor  general  has  fixed  on  Toronto  as  the  place 
where  the  united  legislature  will  hold  its  meetings 
during  the  first  session  of  four  years.  We  learn  that 
the  government  is  in  treaty  with  the  honorable  sir  A. 
N.  McNab  for  a lease  of  Dundurn  castle,  near  Ha- 
milton, as  a residence  for  his  excellency  the  governor 
general.  [ Montreal  Herald. 

Fire  at  Quebec.  Three  stores,  three  taverns, 
three  hotels  and  five  dwelling  houses  were  destroy- 
ed on  the  30th  ultimo — damage  estimated  at  120,000 
dollars.  The  fire  originated  in  the  wholesale  to- 
bacco warehouse  of  J.  H.  Josephs  & Co.  Napoleon 
w’harf,  by  a spark  from  a steam  boat.  The  Victoria 
house  itself,  erected  four  years  ago  at  great  expense 
by  Mr.  George  Arnold,  was  entirely  consumed. 

Mr.  A.  McGrotty,  jr.  of  New  Brunswick,  fell 
from  the  roof  of  a house  on  which  he  was  pouring 
water,  and  so  severely  fractured  his  skull  that  he  is 
not  expected  to  survive. 
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Appointments  by  the  president.  John  V. 
Ingersoll,  register  of  the  land  offce  at  Mineral  Point, 
Wiskonsin,  vice  John  P.  Sheldon,  removed. 

How'ell  A.  Hobbs,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at 
Jackson,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  in  place  of  John 
R.  Chiles,  removed. 

CONVENTION  OF  TOBACCO  PLANTERS. 

Notice  to  the  tobacco  planters  throughout  the  United 
States.  By  a resolution  of  the  general  convention 
of  tobacco  planters  held  in  the  city  of  Washington 
in  May  last,  their  president  was  authorised  and  em- 
powered to  re-assemble  the  convention  Whenever  in 
his  judgment  their  interest  might  seem  to  require 
it;  and  the  committees  in  their  circular  address  to 
the  planters  having  suggested  the  15th  day  of  De- 
cember next  as  a suitable  day  for  the  re-assembling 
of  the  same;  in  virtue  then  of  the  resolution  refer- 
red to  and  in  concurrence  with  the  views  of  the 
committee,  the  15 th  day  of  December  next  is  hereby 
fixed  upon  and  appointed  as  the  day  of  said  meet- 
ing in  the  city  of  Washington — And  as  it  is  deemed 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  convention  when 
assembled  should  be  as  full  as  possible,  it  is  respect- 
fully and  most  earnestly  recommended,  that  the 
planters  throughout  the  tobacco  growing  states, 
hold,  in  their  respective  counties,  conventions,  as 
early  in  October  as  may  be,  for  I he  purpose  of  choos- 
ing delegates  to  represent  them  in  conformity  to 
this  notice.  SAML.  SPRIGG,  president. 

September  2 6/A,  1840. 

The  Baltimore  American  says,  “It  is  highly  de- 
sirable that  something  be  done  efficiently  during  the 
approaching  session  of  congress  on  the  subject  of 
the  tobacco  trade,  so  as  to  relieve  that  interest  from 
the  very  onerous  burdens  which  now  oppress  it. — 
The  meetings  which  have  been  held  heretofore  by 
the  planters  have  resulted  in  good,  as  they  have  been 
the  means  of  calling  attention  to  the  existing  re- 
strictions, enormous  and  unjust  as  they  are,  which 
foreign  nations  have  imposed  upon  American  to- 
bacco. By  continuing  the  active  exertions  so  aus- 
piciously begun,  we  may  hope  that  some  effectual 
remedy  will  be  devised  which  shall  place  the  to- 
bacco interest  upon  a favorable  footing  and  insure  a 
fair  market  for  the  article.  Mr.  Jenifer’s  remarks 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  convention  may  be  re- 
garded, we  presume,  as  expressive  of  the  general 
sense  of  the  planters  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursued. 

The  political  excitement  which  prevailed  at  the 
last  session  of  congress  so  as  to  exclude  from  consi- 
deration many  subjects  of  real  importance  to  the 
country,  will  be  so  far  subdued,  we  hope,  when  the 
national  legislature  assembles  again,  as  to  allow  of  a 
calm  and  dispassionate  examination  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  tobacco  trade.  This  being  had,  we 
cannot  doubt  that  prompt  measures  will  be  taken  to 
restore  it  to  that  bases  of  reciprosity  which  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  country  to  establish  in  ail  the  branches 
of  its  trade  with  foreign  nations.” 

Ex  collector  Andrew’s.  In  the  TJ.  R.  district 
court,  at  Boston,  on  Thursday,  the  United  States 
obtained  a verdict  for  $921  93,  against  Asa  An- 
drews, ex-collector  of  Ipswich,  and  his  sureties. — 
This  sum  was  retained  by  him  upon  his  leaving  the 
office  several  years  ago.  As  an  offset  he  claimed 
some  $7,000  of  the  U.  States  for  various  alleged 
extra  services;  but  the  jury  did  not  sustain  his  off 
set. 

Sale  of  forfeited  cloths.  The  U.  States 
marshal  sold  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  Philadelphia,  on 
Wednesday,  739  pieces  of  broad-cloths  and  eassi- 
meres  forfeited  to  the  United  States  fora  breach  of 
the  revenue  laws  some  time  since.  It  is  supposed 
the  sales  will  amount  to  $50,000.  The  terms  of 
sale  were  cash,  in  funds  receivable  at  the  United 
States  treasury. 

Imported  liquors.  The  Journal  of  Commerce 
says,  the  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  and  wines  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries 
in  each  of  the  last  six  commercial  years,  ending  30th 


September, 

is  as  follows: 

Wine. 

Spirits. 

In  1839 

3,802,713 

6,573,219 

1838 

3,092,776 

4,349,121 

1837 

2,672,228 

6,350,444 

1836 

3,524.288 

7,582,578 

1835 

3,394,439 

6,525,310 

1834 

2,611,354 

5,139,063 

It  appears  from  this  statement,  which  we  have 
derived  from  official  documents  that  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits  last  year  was  larger  than  in  either  of 
the  five  proceeding  years;  and  of  wines,  rather 
above  the  average.  But  within  the  period  men- 
tioned, there  has  been  a great  diminution  in  the 
quantity  of  spirits  manufactured  in  this  country 


Foreign  agent.  Among  the  passengers  who 
sailed  for  Europe,  in  the  steampacket  British  Queen 
on  Thursday  last  was  Mr.  Krehmer,  secretary  of 
the  Russion  legation,  on  a visit  to  his  own  country, 
after  a residence  amongst  us  for  many  years  in  his 
public  capacity,  in  which,  as  well  as  by  his  person- 
al merit  and  intellectual  qualities,  he  has  secured 
general  esteem  and  such  friendly  sentiments  as  in- 
duce the  hope  that  his  absence  will  be  but  of  short 
duration.  [Nat.  Inteligencer. 

Rumored  defalcation.  It  was  stated  here 
last  week,  says  the  Memphis  Enquirer,  by  a gentle- 
man just  from  Arkansas,  that  capt.  Collins,  the  dis- 
bursing agent  at  Little  Rock,  had  proven  a defaulter 
to  a very  large  amount — rumor  says  $300,000  or 
$400,000.  Captain  Collins  is,  we  believe,  now  at 
Washington  city. 

[St.  Louis  “ Daily  Bulletin,”  of  Sep.  10. 

northeastern  boundary. 

We  ask  attention  to  the  scorching  letter  copied 
from  the  Boston  Atlas,  in  which  Mr.  Cushing  dis- 
sects the  report,  and  portrays  the  character  of  that 
successful  but  impudent  humbug,  the  ci-devant  self- 
styled  U.  S.  geologist — now  British  commissioner, 
to  make  out  a case  for  Great  Britain  against  the  U. 
States,  in  the  case  of  the  disputed  boundary, 

THE  NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY  QUESTION. 

From  the  Boston  jdtlas. 

Boston,  11/A  Sept.  1840. 

Dear  sir:  Have  you  read  the  late  Mudge  and 
Featherstonhaugh  report,  on  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary question?  If  not,  I commend  to  you,  as  a very 
inviting  subject  for  the  critical  dissecting  knife. 

This  report  is  a folio  of  57  pages,  about  two-thirds 
part  of  which  consists  of  a political  disquisition, 
and  the  residue  a brief  geographical  memoir,  fol- 
lowed by  a summary  view  of  the  pretended  facts 
adduced,  and  conclusions  reached,  by  the  commis- 
sioners. 

It  is  understood  that  the  document  is,  in  chief, 
the  composition  of  one  of  the  commissioners,  J.  W. 
Featherstonhaugh. 

This  individual,  a British  subject,  never,  I be- 
live,  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  was,  never- 
theless, employed,  for  a large  compensation,  to  make 
sundry  geographical  surveys  of  portions  of  the  west, 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  government.  Mr. 
Featherstonhaugh’s  account  of  these  surveys,  pub- 
lished at  the  time  by  congress,  is  equally  distin- 
guished for  its  bombastic  style,  for  its  inflated  pre- 
tensions to  science,  and  for  shallow  superficiality, 
in  fact.  On  the  strength  of  this  commission,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  assumed  the  title  of 
“United  States  geologist,”  a title,  so  far  as  I am 
informed,  unknown  to  the  law3,  and  whith  no  more 
belonged  to  him  than  it  did  to  any  one  of  the  score 
or  two  of  officers  of  the  army,  and  others,  who  have 
been  from  time  to  time  employed  in  topographical 
or  geological  surveys  under  the  authority  of  the  go- 
vernment. Rejoicing  in  this  high  sounding  title, 
Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  flourished  for  some  seasons 
at  Washington,  in  all  the  pride  of  place.  But  even 
then,  whilst  acting  in  this  public  capacity,  in  the 
employ  of  the  United  States,  his  conduct  was  mark- 
ed and  remarked  on  at  the  time,  for  more  devotion 
to  the  British  minister,  than  to  the  government  he 
piofessedly  served.  He  seemed  to  be  very  little  ob- 
servant of  the  poet’s  injunction: 

Be  sure  you  are  off  with  the  oid  love, 

Before  you  are  on  with  the  new. 

Or  rather,  he  imitated  Sir  John  Falstaff’s  com- 
prehensive taste,  in  paying  court  at  the  same  time 
to  both  of  the  “Wives  of  Windsor;”  and  perhaps 
with  the  same  disinterested  indifference  as  to  which 
of  them  would  turn  out  to  be  the  most  profitable 
“speculation.” 

When  it  was  first  known  in  America,  that  this 
individual  (with  col.  Mudge),  was  appointed  by  the 
British  government,  to  explore  and  survey  the  dis- 
puted territory  in  the  north  east,  the  intelligence 
was  received  with  universal  surprise.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  provinces  were 
slow  to  bdieve  their  cause  safe  in  the  custodv  of 
the  “United  States  geologist.”  On  the  other  hand, 
those  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  knew 
any  thing  of  the  individual,  saw  that  such  a double 
traitor  was  the  very  man,  of  all  others,  to  be  relied 
upon  to  mystify  the  northeastern  boundary  question, 
by  systematic  falsification  of  argument  or  tact,  and 
thus  to  earn  the  approbation  of  his  new  masters  in 
England,  by  the  hearty  good  will  of  his  endeavors 
to  injure  his  old  masters  in  the  United  States. 

And  the  result  has  proved  the  correctness  of  these 
anticipations.  I do  not  believe  that  there  can  be 
found  a more  impudently  disingenuous  state  paper, 
one  more  elaborately  deceptive,  alike  in  its  state- 
ments of  facts,  or  in  its  conclusions,  to  dishonor  the 
annals  of  modern  diplomacy. 
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Of  the  many  pregnant  proofs  of  this,  which  I 
might  select  from  the  “report,”  I will  exhibit  to 
you  one  by  way  of  example,  not  only  because  it  is 
characteristic  of  the  whole  document,  but  because 
it  is  the  turning  point  in  the  controversy  between 
the  two  governments. 

You  know  that  the  great  geographical  problem  to 
be  solved  is,  to  determine  (in  the  words  of  the  trea- 
ty of  Paris),  the  “highlands  which  divide  those 
rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence, 
from  those  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.”  These 
words  occur  twice  in  tlu>  treaty  description  of  the 
northeastern  boundary. 

The  United  States  claim  that  such  highlands  ex- 
ist; that  they  run  in  adirection  northeastwardly  and 
southwestwardly,  forming  on  their  northerly  side 
the  basin  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  “those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence;”  and 
falling  offon  their  southerly  side,  towards  the  sources 
of  those  rivers  which  flow  into  the  Hay  of  Fundy, 
Passamaquoddy  bay,  Penobscot  bay,  and  other  bays 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  In  the  region  of  these  high- 
lands, as  the  United  States  contend,  is  to  be  fdund 
also  the  “northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;”  which 
the  treaty  makes  to  be  the  northeast  angle  of  the 
state  of  Maine. 

That  such  “highlands”  exist  in  that  region,  is 
distinctly  admitted  in  Featherstonhaugh’s  report. — 
He  calls  it  a belt  of  elevated  land.  He  speaks  of  it 
as  an  “elevated  country,  along  the  crest  of  which 
* * various  hills,  w ith  occasional  peaks  are  seen, 

much  separated  from  each  other,  but  once  probably 
were  united  in  a continuous,  irregular  curved  line, 
tending  northeasterly  to  southwesterly.”  Indeed  it 
would  have  been  idle  for  him  to  deny  the  existence 
of  these  highlands  in  that  section  of  couidry,  since 
their  existence  is  obviously  a matter  of  sheer  phy- 
sical necessity;  they  forming  the  tinge  des  versanls 
of  the  basin  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  in  that  region , and  far 
north  of  the  main  stream  of  the  St.  John,  is  the 
“northwest  angle”  of  the  British  province  of  No- 
va Scotia.  Mr.  Buller,  in  the  Westminster  Review, 
fully  admits  this;  so  fully,  indeed,  that  he  distinctly 
imputes  it  to  his  own  government  as  a piece  of  un- 
wise and  injudicious  bad  faith,  to  have  endeavored 
throughout  the  past  negotiations  to  conceal  and  cover 
up  this  notorious  fact.  All  the  commissions  of  the 
British  provincial  governors,  all  the  legislative  and 
judicial  proceedings  of  the  provinces  themselves, 
recognise  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  a 
fixed  legal  point,  near  the  head  of  the  river  Risti- 
gouche,  and  far  north  of  the  river  St.  John. 

From  all  this,  the  inference  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  United  States,  would  seem  to  be  ir- 
responsible. But  the  effect  of  it  is  to  give  to  the 
United  States  a gore  of  land  north  of  the  St.  John, 
which  the  British  government  think  it  desirable  to 
their  interests  to  possess.  Accordingly,  during  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent,  not  claiming  this  gore  of 
land  as  theira,  they  labored  strenuously,  though  un- 
successfully, to  buy  it  of  the  United  States.  Failing 
in  this  attempt,  they  some  years  afterwards,  first  set 
up  a claim  to  itas  theirs;  a claim  unjust  in  its  origin, 
arrogant  in  its  prosecution  and  which  lias  more  than 
once  seriously  endangered  the  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

The  British  government  is  induced  to  desire  the 
tract  of  land  in  question,  because  it  lies  interposed 
between  the  provinces  ol'New  Brunsvvickand  (late) 
Lower  Canada.  It  is  precisely  as  if  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  straighten  our  boundary  and 
stregthen  our  frontier,  should  lay  claim  to  that  por- 
tion of  Upper  Canada,  which  separates  Michigan 
from  New  York. 

To  give  color  to  its  claim,  it  has  been  the  first  ob- 
ject of  the  British  government,  to  remove  the  north- 
east angle  of  Maine,  from  the  north  to  the  south  of  the 
river  St.  John. 

In  undertaking  to  do  this,  they  nullify  and  reject 
all  that  part  of  the  treaty  description  of  the  line 
which  speaks  of  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia. 

They  nullify  and  reject,  also,  all  that  part  of  the 
treaty  description  which  exacts  highlands  adjoining 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  its  tributary  rivers,  and  consti- 
tuting the  tinge  des  versants. 

And  to  escape  the  force  of  these  requisitions  of 
the  treaty,  they  stand  upon  this  one  solitary  petty 
quibble,  namely,  that  whereas  the  St.  John  flows 
immediately  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  therefore  it  is 
not  a river  of  “those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,”  though  in  the  same  breath  they  themselves 
contend  that  the  St.  Croix,  which  flows  into  Pas 
samaquoddy  bay,  and  the  Penobseott,  which  flows 
into  Penobscot  bay,  are  nevertheless  rivers  which 
in  the  treaty  sense  ‘.‘fall  into  tbs  Atlantic  ocean.” 
That  is,  the  quibble  is  not  only  a very  poor  one  in 
itself,  but  it  is  one  which  does  not  work  through  the 
argument,  and  is  therefore  seif-contradicted  ami  self- 
confuted. 


Having,  by  this  piece  of  county  court  ingefiuity, 
raised  a pretext  for  placing  the  northeast  angle  of 
Maine  south  of  the  St.  John,  though  confessedly 
neither  of  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor 
in  the  highlands  bounding  the  St.  Lawrence  basin, 
the  great  anxiety  of  the  British  government,  I re- 
peat, has  been  to  seek  out  and  set  up  highlands 
somewhere,  (no  matter  where,  provided  they  be 
south  of  the  St.  John),  by  means  of  which,  to  fulfil 
at  least  one  of  the  three  conditions  of  the  treaty 
description,  namely,  highlands  dividing  river- 

HEADS. 

Alter  due  reflection,  the  British  government 
pitched  upon  an  insulated  conical  elevation,  called 
Mars  Hill,  situated  between  the  southwesterly  head 
waters  of  the  St.  John,  and  the  head  waters  of  the 
St.  Croix,  which,  though,  as  I have  already  suggest- 
ed, it  falls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  no  otherwise 
than  the  St.  John  does,  by  falling  into  an  Atlantic 
bay,  they  were  compelled,  in  violation  of  their  own 
premises,  to  treat  as  a river  of  “those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean.” 

This  pretension,  that  Mars  Hill  is  the  line  of  the 
treaty,  which  the  British  have  persisted  in  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  which  they  have  strained  all  the 
arts  of  diplomacy  to  sustain,  is  now  admitted,  not 
only  by  Mr.  Butler,  major  Yule  and  others  in  Eng- 
land, who  have  recently  discussed  the  question,  but 
Mr.  Featherstonbaugh  himself,  to  be  totally  desti- 
tute of  foundation  in  truth. 

What  remained?  Should  the  British  government 
abandon  the  whole  controversy?  Mr.  Featherston- 
haugh  has  very  kindly  stepped  in,  and  tendered  to 
them  a new  pretext,  which  they  can,  if  they  choose, 
avail  themselves  of,  as  the  aliment  of  a new  series  of 
controversies  with  the  United  States.  I hope  they 
will  not  do  this;  that  they  will  disdain  to  keep  open 
this  sore  by  applying  to  it  the  noxious  compound 
of  one  who  is  equally  a traitor  to  the  intersts  of  both 
governments.  It  would  be  better  for  both,  if  (in 
the  language  of  the  old  rbymist,  preserved  by  Wal- 
ter Scott), 

“They  gar’d  the  Feathcrstones  liaugh  their  jaw;” — 
that  is,  if  we  are  to  judge  of  the  race  by  this  “Al- 
bany Featherstonhaugh.”  The  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  any  rate,  should  be  prepared  with  a 
proper  knowledge,  in  season,  of  the  nature  of  this 
new  pretext,  if  by  chance  the  British  govern- 
ment should  adopt  and  urge  it  against  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  seems  to  have  assigned  to 
himself  the  task: — To  find  highlands  south  of  the 
St.  John  to  claim  by,  instead  of  Mars  Hill,  which 
it  was  impossible  any  longer  to  contend  tor; — and, 
in  the  performance  of  this  task,  not  regarding  nice 
distinctions,  he  has  ventured  to  assume  that  to  find 
highlands,  and  to  invent  them,  was  all  the  same 
thing.  It  may  be  so  in  latin;  but  it  is  not  in  Eng- 
lish; in  the  English  ol'Elizahelh  and  James,  which 
our  fathers  brought  over  with  them  to  Virginia  and 
Massachusetts. — Nay,  not  content  with  this  alone, 
Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  appears  to  have  adopted  as 
the  motto  of  his  report,  the  old  adage,  viam  inveniam 
vet  fac i am.  For  on  his  “map”  of  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory he  lias  invented,  made  and  projected  as  pretty 
a new  range  of  mountains,  extending  from  the  head 
waters  of  the  Connecticut  northeast  to  the  bay  of 
Chaleur,  as  any  British  “geologist”  could  desire  to 
behold. — He  deserves  a patent  for  this  ingenious  in- 
vention; if  he  does  not  get  that,  I presume  he  will 
receive  a quid  pro  quo  in  some  other  1'orm,  as  a re- 
ward for  his  discovery. 

I do  not  wonder  at  the  ecstacy  of  the  London 
Times  on  seeing  this  map.  The’  editors  of  that 
journal,  I suppose,  never  had  occasion  to  buy  wild 
lands  by  map.  If  they  had,  they  might  have  enjoy- 
ed some  experience  (dear-bought,  perhaps),  of  the 
creative  faculties  of  the  human  mind  in  the  matter 
of  locating  rivers  or  mountains  at  convenient  points 
on  paper,  which  it  is  very  difficult  sometimes  to  dis- 
cern on  the  earth’s  surface.  It  is  true  that  Mr. 
Featherstonhaugh  has  condescended  to  project  a 
range  ol  highlands  along  the  southeasterly  side  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  basin,  and  north  of  the  St.  John; 
but  then  he  has  depicted  a much  more  conspicuous 
mountain  range  south  of  the  upper  waters  of  the 
St.  John.  And  I enn  readily  conceive  that  an  Eng- 
lishman, who  thinks  nothing  is  wanting  but  high- 
lands, and  who  looks  not  beyond  this  map,  should 
consider  the  case  a very  clear  one  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain. 

When  I myself  came  to  examine  this  map,  the 
thing  which  struck  me  as  being  most  peculiar,  was 
to  see  the  river  Roostuc  and  the  river  Tobique, 
branches  of  the  St.  John,  which  enter  the  main 
stream  nearly  opposite  to  another,  and  which  run,  iri 
opposite  directions  hut  in  the  same  general  line,  one 
southwest  and  the  other  northeast,  both  together, 
over  a space  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, — to 
see  these  l ivers  running  right  along  the  bade  line  of 


this  new  range  of  mountains.  The  boundary  “high- 
lands” occupying  the  very  bed  of  the  Roostuc,  the 
St.  John,  and  the  Tobique!  This  seemed  to  he  a 
strange  freak  of  nature.  -Stranger  than  the  notion 
of  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  who,  though  he 
placed  the  boundary  line  in  the  thalweg  or  bed  of 
llie  St.  John,  did  not  pretend  that  tile  very  high- 
lands themselves  were  there,  along  the  line  of  the 
river  bottom.  This  mighty  natural  aqueduct,  of 
some  hundred  or  two  miles  in  length,  with  the  Roos- 
tuc and  Ihe  Tobique  flowing  along  its  summit,  is  a 
lew  degrees  grander  than  even  the  grand  victor 
embankment  of  the  Erie  canal.  Butliow  is  lldsaque- 
duct  carried  across  the  St.John?  And  how  do  the 
Roostuc  and  the  Tobique  get  down  from  their  pe- 
rilous elevation,  to  join  the  main  stream  of  the  St. 
John? 

Solicitous  to  obtain  some  clue  to  the  apparent 
mysteries  on  the  lace  of  this  map,  I recurred  to  that 
part  of  the  report  entitled  “physical  geography  of 
the  country.”  As  1 read  along,  I came  to  this  sen- 
tence: “The  investigations  of  individuals  who- 

have  travelled  entensively  in  North  America,  con- 
firm what  is  obvious  to  local  observers,  that,  at  some 
remote  period,  the  waters  have  every  where  retired 
from  higher  levels.”  Here  is  a precious  scrap  of 
“geology.”  I felt  half  disposed  to  stop  at  this  a 
moment,  and  inquire  whether  this  observation  was 
universally  true;  whether,  if  in  most  eases  the  wa- 
ter had  retired  from  the  highlands,  yet  in  some  in- 
stances these  “higher  levels”  on  the  continent  of 
North  America  might  not,  by  volcanic  or  othersub- 
marine  action,  have  been  raised  above  tile  water. 
But  I reflected,  this  northeastern  boundary  is  a ques- 
tion of  geography  not  of  geology. — What  matters  it 
how  the  mountains  were  in  the  miocene  or  pleio- 
cene  age,  with  its  icthysaurian  and  plesiosaurian 
monsters  sporting  in  the  wide  waste  of  waters?  We 
want  to  know  how  they  stood  in  the  year  J7S3,  and 
how  they  stand  in  this  our  present  year  1S40.  And 
so  I pioceeded  to  read. — But  presently  I reached  a 
paragraph  beginning  “to  the  geological  eye,”  Sic. 
What? — said  I:  “A’ece  iteru  m Crispinus .'”  The 
“United  States  geologist”  again?  And  reading 
along  a few  sentences  further,  1 fell  on  the  secret 
of  the  whole  mystery  of  the  new  mountain  ridge 
of  the  map  in  the  ioilovving  paragraphs  of  the  re- 
port: 

“On  advancing  in  a northwesterly  direction  into 
the  interior,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
we  find  a strong  correspondence  with  the  physical 
geography'  of  the  more  southern  portion  of  the 
American  continent;  here  also  the  country  rises  in 
elevation,  ttie  strata  follow  the  northeasterly  and 
southwesterly'  directions,  the  ridges  hold  the  same 
course,  and  are  usually  parallel  to  each  other,  bat 
very  much  broken  down  and  separated  into  detached 
parts  by  tile  action  of  powerful  currents,  which 
seem  to  have  passed  across  this  part  oi  the  conti- 
nent, contempoi  aneously  with  ihe  formation  of  the 
valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

“ Ttce  remains  of  these  abraded  ridges  are  found 
strewed  and  deposited  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  John,  and  those  of 
Us  tributary,  the  Roostuc,  often  consist  of  a depth  of 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feel  of  the  comminuted  ruins 
of  the  olden  yokes.’1 

And  again: 

“There  are  various  lines  of  whul  have  once  been 
continuous  ridges,  traversing  in  a northeasterly  di- 
rection the  disputed  territory,  some  of  which  have 
been  so  abraded  and  broken  'down  that  they  are  near- 
ly obliterated,  leaving  only  peaks  at  great  distances 
from  each  other,  but  in  the  same  magnetic  direc- 
tion.” 

The  report  then  proceeds  to  describe  particularly 
one  of  these  “abraded  ridges,”  one  ot  these  “once 
been”  ridges,  one  of  these  ridges  “so  abraded  and 
broken  down  that  they  are  nearly  obliterated,” 
which  it  claims  as  “the  true  highlands”  of  the 
treaty  ot  Paris,  and  which  is  the  very  range  of 
mountains  so  conspicuously  depicted  on  the  map 
accompanying  Ihe  report. 

That  is  to  say,  this  profound  and  learned  “geolo- 
gist” has  discovered,  or  imagines  that  he  has  dis- 
covered, in  the  line  of  the  Roostuc  and  the  To- 
bique, traces  of  a range  of  mountains,  which  exist- 
ed there  in  Vie  year  of  the  world  number  one,  (or 
perhaps  a few  years  before  then,  lor  I have  not  the 
same  exact  personal  recollection  of  the  chronology 
of  those  early  times  as  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  may 
have),  but  which  are  now  “abraded,”  “broken 
down”  and  “obliterated;”  and  this  supposed  ante- 
diluvian range  of  mountains  is  xprojected  outlie 
map  just  as  if  it.  now  existed , and  is  presented  to  us 
as  “Hie  true  highlands”  of  the  treaty  of  Paris!  He 
would  have  us  believe  that  when  that  treaty  was 
drawn  up  the  lines  were  run,  not  by  .Mitchell’s  map 
and  by  the  geography  of  the  earth  as  it  is,  but  by 
some  antique  chart  of  the  pueadainite  age,  which 
happened,  by  great  luck,  to  he  saved  in  Noah’s 
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ark,  or  might  have  been  dug  up  in  a fossil  shape 
from  some  of  the  quarries  about  Paris,  and  so  in 
process  of  lime  fell  into  the  hands  ot  John  Adams 
or  old  Ben.  Franklin. 

I ask  you  if  any  language  can  be  too  strong  to  be 
applied  to  this  wretched  piece  of  sophistry,  which 
M r.  Featherstonhaugh  would  impose  upon  the  world 
as  a solution  of  the  northeastern  boundary  question? 

Is  it  not  the  climax  of  impudence? 

Fur  this  hath  science  searched,  on  weary  wing, 

By  shore  and  sea? 

If  such  be  geology,  I desire  none  of  it.  I would 
rather  have  a single  grain  of  homely  fact,  and  plain, 
living  truth,  than  a cart-load  of  such  pretensive 
science  and  elaborate  mystification.  It  is  painful 
to  see  even  the  language  of  science  perverted,  as  it 
is  in  this  report,  to  such  disingenuous  ends.  And 
yet  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  talks  about  the  “spurious 
topography”  of  the  Americans,  and  of  their  practice 
“to  substitute  fancy  for  reality,”  and  “put  forward 
as  fact  a state  of  things  which  is,  for  the  most  part, 
hypothetical  and  conjectural.”  Truly  his  effronte- 
ry is  matchless.  Meantime  I shall  not  believe, 
until  I see  the  proof  of  it,  that  these  highlands  of 
the  world  before  the  flood — highlands  broken  down 
and  obliterated  by  the  “powerful  currents”  of  the 
great  deludge — highlands  “abraded”  away,  and 
whose  “comminuted  rocks”  now  form  the  actual 
soil  of  river  banks  and  the  mud  of  river  bottoms — 
that  this  ghost  of  the  prac-adamite  mountains,  thus 
summond  up  from  its  sleep  of  fifty  centuries  by  the 
incantation  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,— will  be 
adopted  by  the  British  government  as  the  new 
ground  work  of  a continued  claim  to  the  territory 
of  the  state  of  Maine.  I earnestly  exhort  that  go- 
vernment, to  which  peace  with  the  (Jnited  States 
is  necessary  and  as  dear  as  it  is  to  us,  to  think  bet- 
ter of  what  its  interests,  no  less  than  its  honor,  de- 
mand at  its  hands. 

For,  even  though  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh’s  “high- 
lands” were  not  subject  to  the  rather  serious  objec- 
tion of  having  been  “broken  down,”  “abraded” 
and  “obliterated”  in  the  “powerful  currents”  of 
the  great  deluge,  leaving  only  their  “comminuted 
ruins”  to  mark  where  they  once  stood, in  the  some- 
what ancient  days  of  primeval  creation,— even  if 
this  difficulty  could  be  got  over,  there  would  re- 
main another  pretty  knotty  one — and  this  is,  that 
his  newly  invented  highlands  would  not  be  “high- 
lands which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  tile  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  rivers  that 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean” — for  when  the  great 
deluge  “abraded”  Mr.  Featherstonhnugh’s  moun- 
tains, it  left  some  large  rivers  in  their  place. 

So  high  as  heaved  the  tumid  hills,  so  low 

Down  sunk  a hollow  bottom,  broad  and  deep, 

Capacious  bed  of  waters, 

Accordingly,  (lie  geological  site  of  these  mountains, 
to  discover  which,  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  has  ex- 
plored 

Far  into  chaos  and  the  world  unborn, 
runs,  at  the  present  time,  with  great  impartiality, 
and  with  a persevering  disregard  of  all  perils  by 
flood,  down  the  whole  course  of  the  Roostuc,  across 
the  St.  John,  and  up  the  Tobiq  ie.  That  is  to  say, 
if  these  pretended  highlands  existed  any  where  but 
in  antediluvian  chaos,  which  they  do  not,  still  they 
would  not  be  a ligne  des  versants,  and  so  could  not 
fulfil  any  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of 
peace. 

There  is  much  more  in  the  report,  and  in  the 
political  as  well  as  the  geographical  part  of  it,  which 
I should  take  great  satisfaction  in  cutting  up,  but 
this  gratification  I must  reserve  as  a bonne  louche 
for  some  future  day  of  leisure.  I am  vours,  re- 
spectfully E.  CUSHING-. 

Gen.  II.  A.  S.  Dearborn. 

Emigrant  statistics.  Hazard’s  Commercial 
and  Political  Register,  contains  some  interesting 
statistical  tables  relating  to  the  number,  sex,  age, 
occupation  and  nativity  of  the  foreigners  who  arriv- 
ed in  this  country  in  1339—  the  whole  compiled  with 
much  labor  from  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary 
of  state.  It  appears  from  these  tables  that  the  whole 
number  of  passengers  arrived  in  1839,  is,  74,666,  of 
whom  70,509  wpre  natives  of  foreign  counties,  and 
4,157,  of  the  United  States.  Of  the  whole  number, 
47,688  arrived  at  New  York,  10,306  at  N.  Orleans, 
6,081  at  Baltimore,  3,949  at  Philadelphia,  3,046  at 
Boston,  and  the  residue  at  other  places. 

As  to  birth — 34,213  were  of  Great  Britain,  19,474 
German,  7,198  of  France,  1,234  of  Prussia,  and 
2,103  of  other  parts  of  Europe,  making  the  whole 
number  from  Europe  64,227.  Texas  furnished 
2,440.  Mexico  353,  Cuba  833,  and  the  West  Indies 
and  British  colonies  the  residue,  chiefly,  of  the  fo- 
reign passengers. 

As  to  occupation — 37,666  are  represented  as  hav- 
ing none,  but  in  this  number  are  included  26,081 


females,  and  a portion  of  the  15,166  males  under  15 
years  of  age,  which  will  account  for  the  larger  part 
of  the  number  having  no  occupation.  01  the  ascer- 
tained occupations,  12,401  appear  to  be  farmers, 
8,930  mechanics, 7, 870  laborers  and  5,633  merchants, 
(of  the  last,  probably  a considerable  number  are 
Americans).  There  were  also  571  mariners,  143 
clergymen,  254  physicians,  296  seamstresses,  and 
208  clerks.  The  remainder  of  the  whole  number  is 
divided  among  various  branches  of  business.  The 
larger  portion  appear  to  be  in  the  earlier  and  middle 
periods  of  life,  as  only  about  one-tenth  or  7,195  are 
above  40  years  of  age,  while  51,073,  are  between 
the  ages  ot  15  and  40. 

Indians.  It  is  stated  in  the  Ottawa  (Illinois) 
Free  Trader,  that  between  five  and  six  hundred  In- 
dians of  the  Pottawattamie  and  Ottawa  tribes  from 
the  northern  part  of  Indiana,  passed  through  that 
place  on  the  27th  ult.  on  their  way  to  their  western 
homes. 

They  were  to  be  followed  in  a few  days  by  a 
number  of  the  same  tribes,  who  refuse  to  remove 
voluntarily,  but  have  been  compelled  to  do  so  by 
the  agent,  who  has  called  the  militaiy  to  his  assis- 
tance. 

THE  ARMY. 

Col.  Worth,  one  of  the  most  heroic  and  valuable 
officers  attached  to  tile  army,  has  just  been  ordered 
to  Florida,  to  take  active  command  in  that  inglorious 
war.  He  is  now  with  his  family  at  his  residence  at 
Watervliet,  but  will  soon  leave,  with  a large  body  ot 
troops,  for  that  region.  Almost  every  day  some  of- 
ficer, recently  from  Florida,  may  be  seen  in  this  city, 
with  feeble  health  and  ruined  constitution.  Among 
them  all. there  is  but  one  opinion  expressed  as  to  the 
humiliating  character  and  painful  nature  ot  the  Flo- 
rida service.  Already  it  has  been  the  grave  of  many 
of  the  best  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American 
army.  We  are  pained  to  learn,  moreover,  before 
that  stupendous  fraud  of  subduing  and  exterminating 
the  Indians  is  accomplished,  that  other  heroic  spirits 
will  sleep  the  sleep  of  death  in  the  hammocks  of  that 
dark  and  ill-fated  land.  [ Troy  Mail. 

Movement  of  troops.  Major  Payne’s  command, 
consisting  of  companies  B and  F.  2d  regiment  U. 
S.  artillery,  left  this  morning  for  Sackett’s  Harbor, 
via  N.  Falls  rail  road.  Lieutenants  Daniels,  Arnold, 
Brooks  and  Nichols,  and  surgeon , accompa- 

nying the  detachment.  [Boffa.lo  Com.  Sep.  21. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Easfport  Sentinel,  that  the  post 
of  Fort  Sullivan  has  been  occupied  by  a detachment 
of  about  sixty  U.  S.  troops.  Two  companies  are 
expected  to  be  quartered  there  during  (be  winter. — 
Major  Kiiby  is  to  have  the  command.  This  fort  had 
been  vacant  since  1S36. 

From  Florida.  Apalachicola,  Sep.  12.  We  learn 
by  the  steamer  Louisa,  from  Chattahoochie,  that  the 
Indians  attacked  at  10  o’clock  on  Monday  morning 
last,  the  house  of  Air.  James  Dorsey,  two  and  a half 
miles  from  Chattahoochie,  and  plundered  and  burn- 
ed his  house.  Mr.  Dorsey,  through  fear  of  the  In- 
dians, had  previously  removed  his  family  to  Alaba- 
ma, and  wa3  himself  from  home,  consequently  no 
lives  were  lost. 

Four  Indians  captured.  We  are  happy  this  week 
in  being  able  to  lay  before  our  readers  an  account  of 
the  capture  of  four  Indians,  by  the  active  and  vigi- 
lant U.  S.  officer,  capt.  B.  L.  Beall,  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  dragoons. 

It  Seems  that  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant, 
capt.  Beall,  having  received  intimation  of  a party  ot 
Indians  being  in  the  neighborhood,  left  his  encamp- 
ment, with  ten  or  twelve  men,  for  the  purpose  of 
scouring  the  country.  Alter  having  been  out  for 
some  time,  he  came  suddenly  upon  a party  of  some 
30  Indians,  who  fled  on  his  approach,  without  tiring 
a single  sun,  capt.  Beall  and  his  men  followed  them 
to  the  swamp  of  the  Wa-coos-a-sa  river  and  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  four  of  their  party;  one  of 
which,  we  learn,  is  Ho  la-too-chee,  a sub-chief  of 
the  Micasookies.  The  captured  Indians  were  taken 
to  Fort  Poinsett,  (at  Cedar  Key),  the  station  of 
general  Annstead,  on  the  7th  inst.  and  were  to  have 
been  employed  as  guides  ot  another  scout,  by  capt. 
B.  on  the  12th  inst. 

The  guns  taken  with  these  Indians,  are  said  to  be 
in  exceedingly  good  order,  one  ol  which  was  nearly 
new  and  of  costly  manufacture.  Capt.  B.  also  took 
a large  deer  skin,  filled  with  honey,  on  which  they 
are  supposed  to  have  subsisted. 

The  prompt  and  untiring  efforts  of  this  small  band 
induces  us  to  look  for  better  times;  arid  we  sincerely 
hope  that  these  ruthless  savages  will  not  be  permit- 
ted to  escape,  as  those  of  former  captures.  Capt. 
Beall’s  conduct  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  that  of 
his  men,  were  highly  creditable. 

Lieut.  Hanson’s  fight,  with  Indians.  The  Savannah 
Republican  says  that  the  following  is  a correct  ac- 
count ot  the  engagement  which  took  place  on  the 


6th  instant  near  Fort  Watkalmota,  between  the  U. 

S.  troops  commanded  by  lieul.  W.  K.  Hanson,  7th 
infantry,  and  a party  of  the  Indians. 

On  that  day,  information  having  been  received  at 
the  fort  that  Indians  were  in  the  vicinity,  lieut. 
Hanson,  with  a force  of  thirty-five  men,  started  im- 
mediately in  pursuit.  At  the  distance  of  1^  miles 
from  the  fort,  the  troops  were  fired  upon  by  the  ene- 
my, from  a dense  hammock.  Lieutenant  Hanson 
caused  the  fire  to  be  promptly  returned;  and  judging 
from  the  long  line  of  fire  of  the  enemy,  that  they  far 
ont-numbered  his  command,  and  perceiving  that 
they  outflanked  him,  he  retired  in  good  order,  about 
390  yards  to  the  open  woods,  and  then  maintained  a 
warm  contest  with  them  for  about  forty  minutes — at 
the  end  of  which  lime,  the  enemy  left  the  ground, 
and  hastily  withdrew  into  the  hammock.  Lieut.  H. 
now  knowing  that  the  enemy  were  superior  to  his 
torce  in  numbers,  and  having  one  man  killed  and 
four  wounded,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  follow 
them  into  the  hammock. 

Capt.  Hawkins,  7th  infantry,  soon  arriving  upon 
the  ground  with  a reinforcement,  the  command  of 
course  devolved  upon  him.  A charge  was  made 
into  the  hammock,  but  to  no  purpose — no  Indians, 
living  or  dead,  were  seen;  another  instance  of  the 
wonderful  rapidity  with  which  the  Indians  conceal 
or  carry  off  their  wounded  and  dead. 

The  number  of  the  Indians  was  not  less  than  80, 
and  there  are  many  good  reasons  for  supposing  it  to 
have  been  greater. 

The  contending  parties  were  often  within  50  feet 
of  each  other,  and  Indians  were  distinctly  seen  to 
fall.  Had  they  not  met  with  very  rough  treatment 
and  suffered  severely,  they  would  not  have  so  hasti- 
ly yielded  the  ground. 

The  following  order  has  been  issued  in  reference 
the  above  affair: 

Order  ) Head  quarters,  7 infantry, 

No.  37.  5 Fort  Micanopy,  Sept.  Dili,  1840. 
Ttie  lieutenant  colonel  commanding  has  the  satis- 
faction to  announce  to  the  regiment,  that  an  action 
was  fought  on  the  6th  instant,  near  Wacahoota,  be- 
tween 1st  lieutenant  Harison  with  a detachment  of 
35  men  of  “B”  and  “H”  companies,  of  the  7th  in- 
fantry, with  a large  body  of  the  enemy,  estimated  at 
80  or  100  warriors,  in  which  the  latter  were  severe- 
ly beaten.  To  fight  successfully,  a force  sosuperior 
in  numbers,  and  that  under  the  disadvantage  of  an 
ambuscade,  requires  no  small  degree  of  coolness  and 
bravery,  both  in  officers  and  men.  The  lieutenant 
colonel  commanding  is  highly  pleased  at  the  skill 
and  courage  displayed  by  lieutenant  Hanson,  as  well 
as  at  the  good  conduct  of  the  men  under  his  com- 
mand. He  hopes  and  believes  that  the  bright  ex- 
ample set  by  this  small  detachment  will  not  be  for- 
gotten by  the  regiment  whenever  an  opportunity  of- 
fers to  engage  the  enemy.  By  order  of  lieut.  col. 
Whistler.  R.  C.  GATLIN,  a djt.  7 Ih  infantry. 

Colonel  Kearney  with  200  regulars,  left  Fort 
Leavenworth  on  the  10th  ult.  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  dispute  between  the  Otto  and  Iowa  In- 
dians. 

THE  NAVY. 

Frigate  Macedonian.  The  U.  S.  frigate  Macedo- 
nian, arrived  at  New  York  on,  Tuesday  from  the 
eastward,  bearing  the  board  pendant  of  commodore 
W.  Branford  Shubrick. 

Capt.  Boi  ceum,  of  the  navy,  is  ordered  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  sloop  of  war  Concord,  now  fitting  out 
at  Boston  for  the  West  India  station.  The  crew  of 
the  sloop  of  war  Erie  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Concord.  She  is  a first  class  vessel  of  her  size, 
and  mounts  24  24-pound  gunades,  or  medium  guns, 
and  is  nearly  new.  [New  Haven  lleratd. 

The  United  Stales  frigate  Constitution  was  at  Cal- 
lao, Peru,  on  the  -12th  of  June  last,  all  well,  and  ex- 
pected to  sail  soon  on  a cruize  to  the  north.  The 
ship  St.  Louis  was  looked  for  from  the  west  coast 
of  Mexico,  and  the  schooner  Shark  from  the  coast 
of  Chili. 

The  naval  apprenticeship  system.  The  Norfolk 
Beacon  describes  the  appearance  of  the  young  naval 
apprentices  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Delaware  at  that  port, 
as  they  proceed  to  church  every  Sunday,  headed  by 
two  midshipmen  in  uniform.  They  are  forty  or  fifty 
in  number,  fine,  hearty  young  fellows,  and  very  or- 
derly and  well  behaved. 

The  naval  apprenticeship  system  is  one  of  those 
excellent  conceptions  which  when  carried  into 
practice  are  so  admirably  adapted  forgood  as  to  ex- 
cite wonder  that  the  thing  was  never  tried  before. — 
Every  art  or  calling  requires  a period  of  training  as 
preliminary  to  a success'll!  entrance  upon  its  duties. 
There  is  i: o reason  why  the  seamen’s  pursuit  should 
be  an  exception  to  this — the  more  especially  as  the 
service  is  one  in  which  the  exercise  of  moral  and  in- 
tellectual qualities  finds  a place  along  with  practical 
dexterity  and  skill.  The  system  now  happily  intro- 
duced into  practice  will  serve  as  a nursery  for  sea- 
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men  of  the  best  kind.  It  will  rear  up  a class  of  men 
among  whom  the  sense  of  national  and  individual 
honor  will  be  strong,  and  who  to  an  enthusiasm  for 
their  profession  will  unite  intelligence  and  moral 
sentiment.  From  these  the  minor  officers  will  be 
chosen,  who,  being  in  near  contact  with  the  ordina- 
ry sailors,  will  exert  a wholesome  influence  over 
them  both  in  the  way  of  example  and  by  blending 
with  the  severity  of  discipline  feelings  more  elevat- 
ed and  refined  than  those  of  mere  arbitrary  force. — 
The  Beacon  says  with  propriety  of  this  system,  that 
“it  will  destroy  the  too  common  notion  that  would 
deem  profanity,  extravagance,  lewdness  and  reck- 
lessness, as  necessarily  connected  with  good  sea- 
manship, and  will  prove  that  a sailor  may  be  highly 
accomplished  in  his  profession  and  yet  merit  the  re- 
spect of  the  temperate  and  good.” 

The  United  States  transport  Solon  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  4th  instant,  with  a detachment  of 
the  8th  infantry,  destined  for  Florida.  The  follow- 
ing named  officers  accompany  the  troops: 

Col.  Worth;  assistant  surgeon  Cuyler;  assistant 
surgeon  Van  Buren;  lieut.  Bertram;  lieut.  Sprague; 
lieut.  Larkin  Smith;  lieut.  L.  O’Brien;  lieut.  W.  C. 
Browne;  lieut.  W.  B.  Hayward;  lieut.  Wardwell; 
lieut.  G.  D.  Hanson;  lieut.  W.  Johns;  lieut.  Folson. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Election.  The  returns  of  the  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  next  congress  from  Maine  stand  as  fol- 
lows: 

Cumberland,  Wm.  Pitt  Fessenden,  whig;  Kene- 
bec.  Geo.  Evans,  whig;  Lincoln,  Benj.  Randall, 
whig;  Penobscot,  Elisha  H.  Allen,  whig;  York, 
Nathan  Clifford,  V.  B.;  Waldo,  Alfred  Marshall, 
V.  B.;  Oxford,  no  choice;  Hancock  and  Washing- 
ton, no  choice.* 

Four  whigs — two  V.  B — 4wo  vacancies. 

The  Van  Buren  papers  assert  that  Fairfield  is  re- 
elected governor,  or,  that  there  is  no  choice.  Their 
latest  statement  stands 

Fairfield  45,-599 

Kent  45,433 


Fairfield’s  majority  163 

The  whig  papers  continue  to  affirm  that  Kent  is 
elected — their  latest  accounts  stands 

Kent  45,573 

Fairfield  45,345 


Kent’s  majority  228 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Special  election.  The  governor  of  Massachusetts 
has  ordered  anew  election  to  take  place  on  the  9th 
of  November,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Abbot  Lawrence. 

Candidate.  Richard  Haugklon,  the  editor  of  the 
Boston  Atlas,  is  the  candidate  for  elector  from  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  place  of  R.  G.  Shaw,  re- 
signed. 

Rail  road.  The  Boston  people  appear  determin- 
ed to  complete  as  speedily  as  possible  their  rail  road 
connection  with  Buffalo.  A meeting  was  held  in 
Boston  for  the  purpose  of  raising  subscription  to  the 
capital  for  the  section  of  the  road  from  Attica  to 
Buffalo;  $'250,000  is  the  amount  wanted. 

The  insurance  capital  of  Massachusetts  amounts 
to  $7,965,000,  $6,250,000  is  located  in  Boston, 
$5,044,433  of  this  total  amount  is  invested  in  Mas- 
sachusetts state  and  bank  stocks.  The  amount  of 
premium  notes  is  $2,614,614.  Cash,  $216,293. 
The  risks  on  $923,886  of  premium  rates  have  ter- 
minated. The  total  amount  of  Marine  risks  is 
$58,784,199.  Fire  risks,  54,789,842  dollars.  Total, 
$113,574,041.  The  Warren  company  of  Boston 
has  made  the  lowest  average  dividend  for  the  last 
five  years,  being  2f  per  cent.  The  Merchants’  has 
made  the  highest,  being  25  46-100  per  cent.  The 
Bedford  Commercial  has  averaged  18  4-5  per  cent. 
The  amount  of  fire  losses  paid  last  year  was  209,827 
dollars.  The  amount  of  marine  losses  1,808,157 
dollars.  In  addition  to  this,  the  ascertained  and  es- 
timated losses  unpaid,  amount  to  $527,537,  making 
an  aggregate  loss  of  $2,545,521.  A comparison 
with  the  returns  for  the  previous  year,  exhibits  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  losses. 

1838.  1839.  Increase. 

Fire  losses  125,832  209,827  83,995 

Marine  do.  1,721,083  1,808,157  87, OSS 


Excess  170,069 

The  amount  at  risk  was  nearly  the  same  at  both 
years. 

Population  statistics.  Of  the  307  towns  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, there  are  only  six  that  have  a population 
so  large  as  10,000,  viz:  Boston  83,979;  Lowell 


*The  returns  from  this  district  according  to  state- 
ments in  the  Bay  State  Democrat,  are  Lowell,  V.  B. 
4,959;  Noyes,  whig,  4,789;  Weller,  V.  B.  264. 


20,981;  Salem  15,162;  New  Bedford  12,585;  Spring- 
field  11,013;  Charlestown  10,872.  The  towns  gene- 
rally average,  according  to  the  present  census,  from 
one  to  three  thousand  inhabitants;  and  herein,  per- 
haps, is  the  greatest  security  for  the  moral  and  phy- 
sical welfare  of  the  state.  The  population  seems 
to  be  very  equally  spread  over  the  whole  territory, 
and  the  enjoyments  and  blessings  of  society  seem 
shared  in  alike  through  every  part.  This  was  the 
plan  of  sir  Thomas  Moore’s  Utopia — in  which  beau- 
tiful republic  great  cities  were  regarded  as  “great 
sores.”  [Sun. 

NEW  YORK. 

Meeting  on  Long  Island — at  Patchogue.  On  the 
22nd  ult.  a meeting  variously  estimated  as  consist- 
ing of  from  three  to  five  thousand  persons,  amongst 
them  many  ladies,  was  addressed  by  Daniel  Webster, 
for  upwards  of  two  hours  and  by  Ogden  Hoffman  for 
an  hour  and  a half. 

On  the  day  following  Mr.  Senator  Wright  ad- 
dressed the  Suffolk  men  at  the  same  place  in  behalf 
of  Van  Buren. 

On  the  24th  Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  people  of 
Kings  and  Queens,  at  Jamaica. 

Conventions.  The  whigs  of  New  York  have  de- 
termined to  hold  a state  convention  at  Auburn  on 
the  18th  inst.  W.  C.  Rives,  esq.  of  Virginia  has  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  to  attend, 
spirits  . 

A conservative  convention  assembled  at  Auburn  on 
the  1st  inst.  The  New  York  American  estimates 
the  number  of  delegates  attending  from  10,000  to 
12,000.  Pierre  Van  Courlland  presided,  and  Mr. 
Tallmadge,  in  a brief  address,  introduced  Mr.  Rives, 
who  made  a brilliant  speech  for  nearly  four  hours 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Legate,  who  spoke  for 
about  two  hours.  The  meeting  separated  in  high 

Steamboat  Swiftsure.  The  Albany  Advertiser 
says — This  boat  left  our  city  about  eleven  o’clock 
yesterday  morning,  having  in  tow  several  barges 
and  boats  for  New  York.  When  in  Ihe  vicinity  of 
Castleton,  and  about  six  or  eight  miles  from  this 
city,  the  boiler  of  the  boat  exploded.  When  the 
confusion  caused  by  the  explosion  had  subsided,  it 
was  found  that  seven  persons  employed  on  the 
boat  had  been  more  or  less  injured.  An  account 
of  the  disaster  had  reached  the  city  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon,  but  it  is  was  not  until  the  Swiftsure 
came  up  in  tow  of  the  Troy,  about  seven  o’clock, 
that  the  whole  was  known.  The  boat  was  brought 
to  the  dock  at  the  foot  of  Lydius  street,  where 
every  aid,  medical  and  otherwise,  in  the  power  of 
man  to  bestow,  was  rendered  the  unfortunate  in- 
dividuals. 

Our  informant  says  that  with  one  exception,  (the 
son  of  Havens,  the  engineer),  the  bodies  of  the  suf- 
ferers presented  such  an  appearance  that  their 
nearest  friends  would  not  be  able  to  recognize  them. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  article  one  man  was 
dead,  and  our  informant  says  that  the  engineer 
could  not  possibly  survive  an  hour. 

We  annex  a list  of  the  sufferers  by  this  dreadful 
calamity. 

Thomas  Havens,  the  engineer,  of  Shrewsbury 
N.  J.  Mr.  H.  is  a married  man,  with  a family  of 
seven  small  children.  His  son  Thomas  Havens, 
about  12  years  of  age,  is  slightly  injured.  Daniel 
Hagerman,  of  Shrewsbury  New  Jersey,  fireman — 
dead. 

Henry  Yates,  fireman;  is  a married  man  and 
has  a family — resides  at  the  corner  of  Christopher 
and  Washington  streets,  New  York — very  badly'  in- 
jured. 

Robert  Graves,  fireman — has  a large  family. — 
George  White,  fireman,  John  Kearney,  deckhand, 
Nicholas  Davis  deckhand. 

Six  o'clock  this  morning.  But  one  now  survives 
the  unfortunate  calamity,  and  of  him  all  hopes  of 
existence  for  half  an  hour  are  abandoned.  Mr. 
Havens  died  about  9 o’clock  last  night,  Graves  died 
about  4 o’clock  this  morning,  John  Kearney  died  in 
the  course  of  the  night,  George  White  died  about  5 
o’clock  this  morning,  Henry  Yates  will  no  doubt  be 
dead  before  our  paper  goes  to  press. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Whig  meeting  at  Rahway.  Some  thousands  were 
present  at  the  meeting  on  the  22d  ult.  The  New 
York  American  says: 

“On  the  spacious  platform  sat  some  200  ladies — 
and  in  their  name  a banner  embroidered  by  their 
own  hands  was  presented  to  the  Harrison  and  re- 
form club  of  Woodbridge.  We  did  not  learn  the 
name  of  the  young  gentleman  who  was  the  spokes- 
man for  the  ladies,  but  he  did  his  part  well,  and 
was  well  replied  to  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Scoles  of  this  city, 
who  had  been  requested  by  the  Woodbridge  club  to 
make  their  acknowledgments  for  the  precious  gift, 
and  to  pledge  their  efforts  that  its  motto  “New 
Jersey  will  be  faithful”  should  be  carried  out. 

The  meeting  was  then  called  to  order  and  briefly 
addressed  by  the  president,  Mr.  Phelps,  who  suc- 


cessively introduced  the  speakers.  A striking  in- 
cident occurred  while  Mr.  Phelps  was  speaking. 
Captain  Stockton,  who  was  in  the  crowd,  suddenly 
exclaimed,  “Mr.  Chairman — excuse  me — I can 
stand  it  no  longer;  see,  see,”  said  he,  pointing  up- 
wards, “see  our  own  eagle  hovering  over  us.”  Im- 
mediately all  eyes  were  turned  heavenward,  and 
there,  in  very  truth,  basking  in  the  near  light  of  the 
sun,  and  gently  circling  round,  was  seen  the  noble 
bird— poised  on  high — and,  presiding,  as  it  were, 
over  the  proceedings  of  those  who  were  there  met 
to  rescue,  if  they  may,  the  eagles  of  our  country 
from  the  bats  and  owls  and  vultures  and  other  ob- 
scene birds  of  prey  that  now  hamper  her  energies 
and  restrain  her  upward  flight.  A thousand  cheers 
w7ere  sent  upward,  as  the  eye  discovered  this  bird 
of  good  omen,  and  the  influence  of  it  was  not  unfelt 
either  byr  speakers  or  audience. 

The  assembly  was  then  addressed  by  colonel 
Downing,  of  Florida,  gov  Call,  capt.  Stockton, 
Mr.  Woodruff,  and  others.  The  main  theme  could 
only  be  on  the  misgovernment  of  the  country,  and 
the  consequent  sufferings  of  the  people — but  the 
modes  of  treating  and  illustrating  it  were  various 
as  the  characters  and  pursuits  of  the  speakers. 
Col.  Downing  was  humorous,  gov.  Call  grave  and 
argumentative,  and  capt.  Stockton  frank,  down- 
right, plain  and  strong  spoken.  Mr.  Woodruff,  an 
elderly'  map,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  but  now  and 
for  many  years  a resident  in  Kentucky,  a personal 
acquaintance  of  gen.  Harrison,  bore  testimony  to 
the  fine  character  and  admirable  qualities  of  old 
Tippecanoe.  As  to  his  being  infirm  from  age  or 
otherwise  incapacitated,  he  said  he  was  vigorous 
both  in  body  and  mind — and  able  to  beat  Mr.  Van 
Buren  either  in  a speech  or  a toot  race. 

The  speeches  were  succeeded  by  some  admirable 
songs  from  Mr.  Gamble  and  others,  of  Newark, — 
and  the  meeting  broke  up,  as  evening  closed  in, 
in  high  spirits,  and  in  perfect  order. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

United  Slates  bank.  We  learn  with  pleasure 
that  an  arrangement  is  now  in  progress  between  the 
United  States  bank  and  other  banks  of  Philadelphia, 
which  is  likely  to  have  considerable  effect  in  re- 
viving public  confidence.  In  order  to  facilitate 
and  render  certain  a general  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  the  Philadelphia  bank  has  offered  to  loan 
the  U.  States  bank  $1,000,000 — the  Bank  ofPenn-: 
sylvania  has  made  a similar  offer,  and  a proposition 
to  the  same  effect  was  yesterday  before  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank.  The 
U.  States  bank  is  indebted  to  each  of  the  others, 
both  in  bank  notes  held  by  them  and  balances. 
The  plan  is,  lor  the  smaller  banks  to  return  notes 
payable  on  demand,  to  the  extent  of  $1,000,000 
each,  and  to  receive  in  exchange  post  notes  paya- 
ble in  a year,  or  longer  if  necessary.  This  w ill  of 
course  reduce  the  liabilities  of  the  U.  States  bank, 
and  greatly  assist  her  in  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments.  It  is  believed  that  the  other  banks  of 
Philadelphia  will  also  participate  in  this  generous 
work,  and  thus  assist  in  bringing  about  a condition 
of  things  so  earnestly  desired  by  all  who  wish  well 
to  the  business  and  character  of  Philadelphia.  The 
details  of  the  arrangement  have  not,  as  yet,  been 
thoroughly  arranged,  but  we  believe  it  is  contem- 
plated to  effect  a reduction  of  the  immediate  lia- 
bilities of  the  larger  bank,  to  the  extent  of  four  or 
five  millions.  The  eastern  banks  have  professed 
great  willingness  to  assist  Philadelphia  in  the  work 
of  resumption,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  neces- 
sary, they  will  now  act  in  the  spirit  of  their  pro- 
fessions. The  best  understanding  exists  among  the 
moneyed  institutions  of  Philadelphia  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  prospect  is  certainly  encouraging. 
Our  money  market  continues  easy. 

[Phil.  Inquirer. 

PENNSYLVANIA  NOMINATIONS — CONGRESS. 

VAN  BUREN.  WJUGS. 

First  district — county  of  Philadelphia. 
Charles  Brown,  J.  W.  Tyson, 

jJoel  B.  Sutherland. 

Second  district — city  of  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  C.  Neal,  *John  Sergeant, 

Andrew  Miller,  *George  W.  Toland, 

Third  district — county  of  Philadelphia. 

C.  J.  Ingersoll, 

•fMorton  McMichael 

Fourth  district — Delaware,  Chester  and  Lancaster. 
Dr.  William  Gray,  John  Edwards, 

Gen.  Joshua  Evens,  *Francis  James, 

Gen.  Isaac  Winters,  Jeremiah  Brown. 

Fifty  district — Montgomery/. 

*Joseph  Fornance,  Robert  T.  Potts. 

Sixth  district — Bucks. 

~ Gen.  John  Davis. 

Seventh  district — Northampton,  Wayne,  Pike  and 
Monroe. 

Col.  John  Westbrook. 
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Eighth  district — Schuylkill  and  Leghigh. 

*PetCT  Newhaid.  Ilmn  King. 

Ninth  district — Berks. 

‘Gen.  George  M.  Keim. 

Tenth  district — Dauphin  and  Lebanon. 

Valentine  Hummel,  sen.  * Win.  Simonton. 

Eleventh  district — ■'  York. 

‘James  Gerry.  Matthias  Smysor. 

Twelfth  district — Adams  and  Franklin. 

Daniel  Shelter.  ‘James  Cooper. 

Thirteenth  district — Cumberland,  Perry  and  Juniata. 

‘William  S.  Ramsey.  S.  Dunlap  Adair. 

Fourteenth  district — Centre,  Huntingdon,  Mifflin  and 
Clinton. 

Gen.  A.  P.  Wilson.  Gen.  James  Irvine. 

Fifteenth  district — Columbia  and.  Luzerne. 

Benjamin  A.  Bidlack.  E.  W.  Sturdevarit. 

Sixteenth  district — Northumberland,  Union  and  Ly- 
coming. 

John  Snyder. 

Seventeenth  district — Tioga,  Bradford,  Susquehanna, 
McKean  and  Potter. 

Davis  Dimoclc,  jr. 

Eighteenth  district — Somerset,  Bedford,  and  Cambria. 

Major  Joseph  Iinhoif.  ‘Charles  Ogle. 

Nineteenth  district — Westmoreland  and  Indiana. 

‘Albert  G.  Marchand. 

Twentieth  district — Fayette  and  Green. 

‘Enos  Hook.  Joshua  B.  Howell. 

Twenty -first  district — Washington. 

‘Isaac  Leet.  Joseph  Lawrence. 

Twenty-second  district—  Allegheny  and  Butler. 

Win.  Wilkins,  2 years.  Win.  W.  Irwin,  2 years. 

Win.  Wilkins,  1 year.  H.  M.  Brackenrige  1 do. 

Twenty-third  district — Butler,  Clearfield,  Armstrong 
and  Jefferson. 

William  Jack.  Samuel  A.  Purviance. 

Twenty-fourth  district — Beaver  and  Mercer. 

N.  P.  Fetterman.  ‘Thomas  Henry. 

Twenty  fifth  district — Erie,  Crauford,  Venango, 
Warren  and  Clarion. 

Arnold  Plumer.  Dr.  Win.  A.  Irwine. 

The  present  delegation  in  congress  stands  17 

Van  Buren — 11  Wh  gs. 

‘Members  of  present  congress. 

fNominated  by  the  Van  Buren  men  opposed  to 

the  regular  tickets. 

SENATE. 

Second  district — Philadelphia  county. 

Benjamin  Crispin. 

■(■Joseph  Johns.  Peter  A.  Keyser. 

Third  district — Delaware,  Chester  and  Montgomery. 

John  L.  Pearson.  John  T.  Huddleson. 

‘John  B.  Slerigere.  Abraham  Brower. 

Fifth  district — Beiks. 

Samuel  Fagely. 

Sixth  district — Lancaster  and  York. 

Andrew  McConkey.  ‘Thomas  E.  Cochran. 

Jacob  Demuth.  William  Heister. 

Eighth  district— Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry 
and  Union. 

Dr.  Joseph  B,  Ard.  James  Mathers. 

Ninth  district — Schuylkill  and  Columbia. 

Samuel  F.  Headley.  Jos.  Brobst,  (volunteer.) 

Ten (K  JTsIrid — Lehigh  and  Northampton. 

John  S.  Gibbons.  Peter  S.  Miclder. 

Nineteenth  district — Allegheny  and  Butler. 

John  Nagley.  Charles  C.  Sullivan. 

Crawford. 

‘Gaylord  Church.  J.  W.  Family. 

Joseph  Douglas.  T.  M.  Power. 

Greene. 

Thos.  P.  Pollock. 

‘Members  of  the  last  legislature. 

fNominated  by  the  Van  Buren  men  in  opposition 
to  the  delegate  tickels. 

Riot  and  destruction  of  properly.  The  Philadel- 
phia Ledger  of  the  2G!h  uit.  says: — The  public  may 
not  generally  be  aware  that  about  one  and  a hall 
miles  beyond  Gray’s  Feiry,  near  the  Baltimore  rail 
road,  workmen  have  for  some  time  been  employed 
in  constructing  a very  large  and  commodious  build- 
ing, which  was  to  have  been  appropriated  to  the  ma- 
nufacture of  bricks  by  means  of  steam.  The  house 
was  nearly  completed  on  Friday,  when  a “house 
raising,”  or,  in  plain  terms,  a jollification  was  had. 
A very  large  number  ol  workmen  in  surrounding 
brickyards  became  dissatisfied  at  the  thought  that  a 
machine  should  be  put  in  operation  which  threaten- 
ed death  to  their  future  means  of  employment.  Ac- 
cordingly, about  nine  o’clock  on  Friday  evening,  a 
great  number  of  them  assembled  and  made  descent 
upon  the  yet  unfinished  building,  which  was  fired 
immediately  upon  their  arrival;  they  then  went  to 
work  and  battered  down  the  walks  so  as  to  -‘make 
destruction  doubly  sure;”  having  perpetrated  these 
acts,  they  exultingly  retired.  The  loser  for  the  time 
being  will  be  the  contractor.  According  to  the  in- 
formation as  handed  to  us,  the  contract  made  be- 
tween him  and  the  owner  set  forth  that  his  release 
from  responsibility  should  not  take  place  until  the 


roof  was  placed  upon  the  building.  The  house  at 
the  time  of  its  destruction  was  notrooled.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, we  understand,  is  the  owner. 

DELAWARE. 

Whig  meeting  at  Wilmington.  The  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  has  the  following  notice  of  the  great  Har- 
rison meeting  which  was  held  at  Wilmington,  Del. 
on  Thursday: 

The  farmers  and  mechanics  were  there  from  Kent, 
Sussex  and  Newcastle;  and  a laige  number  of  citi- 
zens present.  The  accommodations  were  ample, 
the  speaking  excellent,  and  the  spirit  such  as  to  in- 
spire the  most  encouraging  hopes  as  to  the  result  of 
the  approaching  struggle  in  that  state.  Nothing  of 
an  equal  extent,  in  the  way  of  popular  demonstia- 
lion,  has  ever  been  remembered  in  Delaware. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  life,  gaiety,  and 
enthusiasm  which  prevailed  in  Wilmington  during 
the  assembling  of  the  throng  of  many  thousands  who 
repaired  to  the  scene  of  rendezvous — a spacious  field 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  Dr.  Naudain  was  elect- 
ed to  the  chair.  He  presided  with  dignity  and  ur- 
banity, and  was  ably  supported  by  numerous  vice 
presidents  and  three  secretaries. 

The  honorable  Daniel  Webster  addressed  the 
meeting  in  one  of  tlu>e  powerful  speeches  for  which 
he  is  so  justly  famed,  and  in  the  peculiar  style  of 
eloquence  and  excellence,  that  may  be  termed  his 
own — unsurpassed  in  vigor,  harmony  of  diction 
(bice  of  argument,  and  general  splendor  of  rheto 
ric,  by  any  oralor  of  the  age.  Every  sentence  he 
uttered  carried  conviction  to  the  minds  of  his  atten 
tive  hearers — and  every  sentiment,  rich  with  patri- 
otism and  truth,  found  an  echo  in  the  bosom  of  the 
immense  multitude  collected  on  the  ground.  We 
regret  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  prevents  our 
giving  a synopsis  of  the  address  of  the  distinguished 
statesman,  the  leading  points  of  which  we  were 
furnished  with  by  a friend — but  we  can  truly  say 
that  he  never  made  a more  successful  effort,  never 
left  a stronger  or  more  permanent  impression  upon 
the  memory,  never  more  triumphantly  enlisted  the 
feelings  of  an  auditory,  and  never  shone  with  grea- 
ter lustre  in  the  delivery  of  sentiments  alike  wor- 
thy tlie  republican,  the  philosopher  and  the  lover  of 
his  country. 

He  was  followed  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Clayton, — and 
Ketchum,  esq. — and  both  of  these  gentlemen 


acquitted  themselves  with  eloquence,  ability  and 
irresistible  argument.  The  whole  passed  off  in  the 
most  delightful  and  inspiring  manner, and  the  occa 
sion  was  rendered  doubly  brilliant,  owing  to  the 
number  of  ladies  who  graced  the  meeting  with  their 
lovely  presence. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  and  the  marshals, 
are  entitled  to  the  highest  credit  for  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  they  had  provided  for  the  accom- 
modation of  so  large  all  assemblage.  A spacious 
platform  was  erected  for  the  speakers,  covered  with 
an  awning.  The  exhilarating  strains  of  martial 
music,  the  waving  banners,  anil  the  many  symboli 
cal  decorations  that  adorned  the  field,  imparted  ad 
ditional  and  joyous  life  to  the  enthusiasm  that  was 
naturally  kindled  by  the  glorious  cause  of  Harrison 
and  reform. 

Election  of  inspectors.  At  the  preliminary  elec- 
tion which  took  place  on  Monday  last  for  inspectors, 
the  result  ill  New  Castle  county,  was  as  follows: 
No.  of  votes  polled.  V.  B.  maj.  Harrison  moj. 
478  Brandywine  hundred  52 
1,022  Wilmington  city 
450  Christiana  hundred 
331  New  Castle  hundred 
443  Mill  Creek  hundred 
179  Red  Lion  hundred 


250  Pencader 
364  St.  George’s 
409  Appoquinimink 
260  White  Clay  Creek 


55 

48 

6 

34 

21 

30 

38 


17 

30 


99 


232 

99 

133 


Whig  majority 

Aggregate  vote,  4’ 186 — 700  votes  more  than  ever 
before  polled. 

New  Castle  ha.s  heretofore  been  uniformly  a Jack- 
son  and  Van  Buren  county.  The  V.  B.  majority  at 
last  election  was  208. 

Kent  county— Whig  majority  for  inspectors  346. 

Sussex  county  goes  for  the  whigs  as  usual. 

MARYLAND. 

Election.  The  state  election  for  the  69  delegates 
and  for  7 of  the  21  senators  to  the  general  assembly 
took  place  on  Wednesday  last.  A very  full  vote 
was  taken  except  ir.  two  or  three  counties  in  which 
no  Van  Buren  tickets  w ere  run.  Not  having  yet  re- 
ceived the  entire  returns,  we  reserve  the  statement 
until  it  can  be  presented  complete — meantime  the 
following  is  an  abstract  of  the  general  result. 


The  senate  was  last  session  composed  of  twelve 
whigs  and  nine  Van  Buren.  Of  these,  seven 
to  be  replaced  at  this  election,  five  were  Van  Buren 
an(i  two  were  w higs.  Of  these  the  whigs  have  now 
elected  fiveand  the  Van  Buren  party  two — the  next 
senate  will  therefore  be  composed  of  15  whigs  and 
6 Van  Buren — whig  gain  3 members. 

The  house  of  delegates  last  year  was  composed  of 
46  Van  Buien  arid  33  whigs — V.  B.  majority  13. — 
The  probability,  so  lar  as  we  have  returns  is,  that 
ihere  are  19  Van  Buren  and  60  whigs  returned 
— which  would  give  a majority  of  50. 

Baltimore  city  returns  a Van  Buren  senator  (aV. 
B.  gain)  by  a majority  of  270  votes,  and  five  dele- 
gates by  an  average  majority  of  191  votes.  The 
average  Van  Buren  majority  in  this  city  at  last  Oc- 
tober election  was  423. 

Election  Returns — Baltimore  city. 

FOR  SENATOR. 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

WARDS. 

RIDGELY. 

HOWARD. 

1st 

523 

445 

2d  . 

. 388 

447 

3d 

594 

726 

4th  . 

. 421 

799 

5th 

766 

528 

6th  . 

. 522 

592 

7th 

661 

307 

8th  . 

. 496 

767 

9th 

703 

346 

10th  . 

. 508 

723 

11th 

757 

695 

12th  . 

. 733 

967 

Total, 

7,072 

. 7,342 

The  majority  for  Howard,  (Van  Buren),  is  270. 

FOR  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

Whigs. 


Wards. 

Walsh. 

Collins.  Sewell.  Leary. 

Purviance. 

1st 

524 

524 

522 

523 

522 

2d 

388 

389 

389 

388 

388 

3d 

596 

596 

595 

597 

594 

4th 

426 

425 

425 

426 

423 

5th 

763 

764 

762 

765 

763 

6th 

521 

524 

522 

523 

525 

7th 

669 

669 

666 

667 

668 

8th 

495 

497 

595 

497 

495 

9th 

701 

704 

706 

706 

701 

10th 

512 

519 

515 

513 

514 

11th 

756 

761 

764 

758 

763 

12th 

735 

737 

742 

737 

733 

7,086 

7,109 

7,103 

7,100 

7,094 

Van  Buren. 

3-! 

U. 

o 

*53 

'r 

« 

Wards. 

K 

53 

J*. 

bO 

CO 

» 

53 

2 

to 

to 

6 

to 

1st 

445 

441 

444 

444 

444 

2d 

446 

447 

445 

446 

446 

3d 

720 

721 

720 

717 

721 

4th 

789 

790 

791 

787 

790 

5th 

525 

529 

528 

527 

528 

6th 

590 

5S8 

539 

592 

591 

7th 

302 

304 

303 

303 

303 

8th 

765 

765 

764 

767 

■764 

9th 

344 

341 

343 

340 

341 

10th 

712 

715 

716 

716 

718 

11th 

687 

690 

689 

690 

689 

12th 

959 

961 

958 

962 

955 

7,284  7,295  7,290  7,291  7,290 
The  average  majority  for  the  Van  Buren  delegate 
ticket  is  191  3-5. 


Votes  polled  at  delegate  election,  1840, 
“ congressional  “ 1839, 


14,414 

12,826 


Increase  over  1839,  . . 1,588 

Baltimore  county.  Col.  Ely,  V.  B.  is  re-elected 
to  the  senate,  by  a majority  of  716  votes.  Ely 
2,372,  Windor  1,656.  Five  Van  Buren  delegates 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  679. 

Anne  Arundle  county  was  last  year  represented 
by  two  Van  Buren  and  two  whig  delegates,  there 
being  not  one  vote  average  majority  for  either  parly. 
Four  whigs  are  now  elected  by  an  average  majority 
of  49§. 

Annapolis  city  last  year  elected  a Van  Buren  de- 
legate by  a majority  of  18.  A whig  is  now  elected 
by  a majority  of  22. 

Calvert  county  last  year  elected  two  whigs  and 
there  was  a tie  between  a whig  and  Van  Buren  can- 
didate for  the  third  seat.  Three  whigs  are  now  elect- 
ed by  an  average  majority  of  133. 

Cecil  county  has  heretofore  been  an  administration 
county.  The  average  Van  Buren  majority  at  last 
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election  was  178.  The  senator  is  now  elected  by  a 
majority  of  32,  and  the  three  delegates  by  an  ave- 
rage majority  of  22f,  Five  of  the  seven  commis- 
sioners elected  are  whigs. 

Harford  county.  This  county  gave  last  year  a 
Van  Buien  majority  of  299.  The  delegation  is  now 
divided,  two  whigs  and  two  Van  Buren  elected. 
And  four  wbisrs  and  one  Van  Buren  commissioners. 
Mr.  Williams  the  late  speaker  of  the  house  is  de- 
feated. 

Frederick  county  last  year  elected  five  Van  Buren 
delegates  by  an  average  majority  of  226f.  Five 
whigs  are  now  elected  by  an  average  majority 
of  193. 

Washington  county  had  last  year  a Van  Buren 
senator,  and  four  Van  Buren  delegates.  The  last 
fair  contest  between  the  parties  was  in  1838  when 
the  county  gave  a Van  Buren  majority  of  260.  A 
whig  senator  is  now' elected  by  a majority  of  195 
votes,  and  four  whig  delegates  by  an  average  majo- 
rity of  196. 

Carroll  county  was  last  year  represented  by  three 
Van  Buren  and  one  whig  delegate.  The  Van  Bu- 
ren majority  in  183S  was  309.  Four  Van  Buren 
delegates  are  now  elected  by  an  average  majority  of 
125  votes. 

Kent  county.  The  whig  ticket  has  a majority  of 
155,  last  year  130. 

Queen  Annes  last  year  gave  a Van  Buren  majori- 
ty of  92.  The  whigs  have  this  year  elected  their 
senator  and  the  three  delegates,  by  a majority  of, 
about  92. 

Talbot  county  last  year  gave  a Van  Buren  majori- 
ty of  49f.  Their  majority  now  is  35. 

Charles  county  has  given  a whig  majority  of  365 
being  a considerable  increase. 

Allegany  county.  , Sufficient  returns  are  in  to  as- 
certain that  the  whig  ticket  is  elected,  being  a gain 
of  a senator  and  three  delegates. 

Caroline  county  was  last  year  represented  by  two 
Van  Buren  and  one  whig.  Three  whigs  are  now 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  SO. 

Dorchester,  Somerset  and  Worcester  on  the  Eas- 
tern Shore,  and  old  St.  Mary’s,  on  the  Western 
Shore,  remain  to  be  heard  from,  but  there  is  no 
doubt,  whatever,  of  their  all  giving  whig  majorities. 

VIRGINIA. 

Cashier  of  the  bank  of  Virginia.  An  obliging  cor- 
respondent has  called  our  attention  to  the  notice 
contained  at  page  320  of  the  last  vol.  of  the  Regis- 
ter, in  which  it  is  stated  that  H.  M.  Brent,  esq. 
was  appointed  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Virginia. — 
The  appointment  was  offered  to  Mr.  Brent,  but  he 
declined  it,  and  J.  W.  Pegram,  esq.  was  subse- 
quently chosen  and  now  fills  the  station. 

An  active  competition  prevails  at  present  between 
the  Petersburg  and  Roanoke,  and  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  rail  road  company  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail  road  company 
on  the  other.  The  rates  of  fare  have  been  reduced, 
and  travellers  by  the  first  named  route  are  nowr 
.charged  but  $7  00  from  the  Roanoke  river  to  Balti- 
more. 

Death  of  judge  Parker.  We  learn  with  deep  re- 
gret, from  the  Richmond  Whig,  that  judge  Parker 
of  the  court  of  appeals  expired  at  his  residence  in 
Clark  county  on  Thursday  the  10th  inst.  For  some 
years  he  labored  under  a pulmonary  complaint 
which  was  lingering  and  distressing.  He  was  long 
a popular  and  highly  estimable  judge  on  the  Jeffer- 
son district  bench,  and  was  called  thence  by  the 
voice  of  Virginia,  for  his  reputation  as  a jurist  and 
statesman,  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  A 
vacancy  having  occurred  in  the  supreme  court  of 
appeals,  a few  weeks  after  he  had  taken  his  seat,  he 
was  chosen  to  this  high  office  which  he  discharged 
with  an  ability  that  has  reflected  distinguished  honor 
on  himself  and  dignity  and  character  to  the  court  of 
which  he  was  an  eminent  member.  It  is  expected 
that  western  Virginia  will  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
ferring one  of  her  ablest  judges  to  fill  the  office  of 
the  deceased.  John  J.  Allen,  of  the  Botetourt  dis- 
trict, is  mentioned  as  the  probable  successor. 

[Jeffersonian. 

Yorktown  anniversary.  The  whigs  of  Norfolk 
propose  making  arrangements  for  celebrating,  on 
the  plains  of  Yorktown,  the  glorious  anniversary  of 
the  19th  October,  in  a style  corresponding  with  the 
events  which  have  given  immortality  to  that  vene- 
rated spot;  and  to  wiiich  celebration  will  be  invited 
the  whig  electors  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Maryland,  and  other  distinguished  whigs  of  the  na- 
tion. 

A festival  is  to  be  held  at  Leesburg,  Va.  on  the 
14th  inst. 

State  debt.  The  public  debt  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, according  to  the  Norfolk  Beacon,  is  at  the 
present  time  $6,500,000,  exclusive  of  its  liabilities 
under  acts  authorising  loans  for  works  of  internal 
improvements,  which  amount  to  $3,442,102  more. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Great  preparations  appear  to  be  in  hand  for  the 
state  convention  in  Raleigh  on  the  5th  October. — 
Arrangements  on  the  most  magnificent  scale  are 
making  for  the  entertainment  ol'  all  who  may  attend. 

Robt.  W.  Haywood  has  been  appointed  adjutant 
general  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  vice  Beverly 
Daniel,  deceased. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Population  of  Charleston.  According  to  the  cen- 
sus just  completed,  the  population  is  as  follows, 
compared  with  1830: 


1830. 

White  males,  6,326 

White  females,  6,502 

1840. 

6,836 

6,203 

12,828  13,029 

Gain  in  white  population,  201. 

Free  colored  males,  814  584 

Do.  do.  females,  3,293  977 

2,107 

Loss  of  free  colored, 

Male  slaves,  6,777 

Female  slaves,  8,577 

1,561 

6,334 

8,339 

546 

15,354 

Loss  of  slaves. 

14,673 

681 

Census  of  1830  of  city,  30,289 
Census  of  1840  of  city,  29,263 

Deduct  gain  j 
in  white,  < 

1227 

J 201 

Loss  of  population,  1,026 


1,026 


1 white  over  J00 

3 free  colored  females  over  “ 

2 male  slaves  “ 

5 female  slaves  “ 


11  persons  over  100  years.  Five  white  males  over 
20,  who  cannot  read  and  write. 

GEORGIA. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  St.  Joseph’s,  Florida, 
September  12. 

More  Indian  murders!.'  It  becomes  our  melan- 
choly duty  to  record  further  sickening  details  of 
Indian  barbarity.  On  Thursday  morning,  the  10th 
instant,  the  house  of  Mr.  Wyley  Jones,  on  the  Econ- 
fina,  in  Washington  county,  about  six  miles  norih 
of  this  place,  was  attacked  by  a party  of  Indians, 
the  premises  all  burnt,  and  Mrs.  Jones  and  one  of 
her  children,  an  infant,  shot.  We  have  conversed 
with  Mr.  Jones,  who  says  he  was  returning  from 
one  of  his  fields  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  when  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  house, 
he  heard  four  or  five  rifles  fired  in  his  yard;  he  ran 
for  the  house,  and,  on  rising  the  hill,  found  the  house 
surrounded  by  Indians,  and  eight  or  ten  in  the 
piazza.  The  Indians  discovered  him  at  t hat  mo- 
ment, and  pursued  him,  firing  and  whooping  at  him 
like  devils.  Being  entirely  unarmed,  without  even 
a knife,  be  fled  and  escaped  in  the  hammock.  Mr. 
Jones’ daughter,  a girl  of  about  13  years  of  age, 
states  that  her  mother,  a negro  woman,  and  four 
children  were  in  the  house  when  the  Indians  were 
discovered  in  the  yard.  Mrs.  Jones  caught  up  the 
youngest  child  and  was  shot  attempting  to  escape 
out  of  the  door,  struck  by  three  balls,  one  passing 
through  the  head  of  the  child  in  her  arms.  The 
daughter  above  mentioned,  took  the  two  children, 
and,  while  the  Indians  were  ransacking  and  plun- 
dering the  house,  passed  out  unmolested  and  hid 
them  in  the  bushes.  The  little  heroine  then  re- 
turned to  the  house,  in  the  midst  of  the  Indians, 
helped  her  mother  up,  who  was  lying  on  the  porch, 
and  assisted  her  about  three  hundred  yards  into  the 
field,  when,  becoming  faint  from  loss  of  blood,  the 
little  girl  left  her  in  search  of  water.  She  returned 
with  it,  but  her  mother,  after  drinking,  died  in  a 
few  minutes.  She  then  covered  her  mother  and  the 
dead  infant  with  bushes,  and  carried  the  remaining 
children  to  the  nearest  neighbor. 

A few  days  before  this  outrage  Mr.  John  Lo- 
gartby,  while  descending  the  Chipola  river  in  a 
boat,  was  killed,  probably  by  the  same  party,  as 
pieces  of  tarpaulin  belonging  to  the  boat  were  found  at 
their  camping  place,  about  a mile  above  Mr.  Jones’. 

A company  of  volunteers  started  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  tracked  them  to  the  Dead  Lakes,  on 
the  Chipola.  Volunteers  are  now  about  being  rais- 
ed in  this  county  to  continue  the  pursuit,  but  we 
fear  the  Indians  cannot  be  overtaken.  The  inhabi- 
tants near  St.  Andrews’  bay  have  mostly  fled  to 
this  place  for  protection,  arid  those  on  the  Econfina 
have  abandoned  their  homes  and  fortified  at  the 
house  of  E.  Robbins,  esq.  How  long  is  this  state 
of  uncertainty  and  alarm  to  exist?  [Times. 

ALABAMA. 

Election  returns.  The  Montgomery  Advertiser, 
(V.  B.)  gives  the  following  as  the  result  of  the  late 
election; 


V.  B. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Har. 

Autauga 

200 

Lowndes 

290 

Barbour 

150 

Montgomery 

169 

Butler 

200 

Mobile 

100 

Blount 

647 

Macon 

200 

Benton 

.600 

Marengo 

200 

Baldwin 

36 

Morgan 

400 

Bibb 

35 

Madison 

1,500 

Chambers 

283 

Monroe 

250 

Coosa 

400 

Marion 

150 

Clarke 

371 

Marshall 

1,000 

Cherokee 

200 

Perry 

50 

Conecuh 

175 

Pickens 

209 

Covington 

50 

Pike 

220 

Dale 

600 

Russell 

140 

Dallas 

190 

Randolph 

200 

Dekalb 

500 

Shelby 

40 

Fayette 

400 

St.  Clair 

400 

Franklin 

350 

Sumter 





Greene 

450 

Talladega 

200 

Henry 

200 

Tallapoosa 

75 

Jefferson 

250 

Tuscaloosa 

276 

Jackson 

1,800 

Washington 

25 

Lauderdale 

360 

Walker 

200 

Lawrence 

136 

Wilcox 

1S3 

Limestone 

600 

— 

— 

V.  B.  Whig.  V.  B.  maj. 
Senate,  21  12  9 

House  of  representatives,  53  47  6 

Van  Buren  majority  on  joint  ballot,  15 
Table  showing  the  majorities  of  the  popular  vote 
of  Alabama,  for  1840: 


Total, 


12,034  3,635 


Mr.  Jones,  who  was  elected  senator  for  Sumter 
county  at  the  election  in  August,  has,  it  is  said,  re- 
signed his  seat,  on  discovery  that  illegal  votes  were 
cast  for  him.  His  majority  was  but  one  vote.  A 
new  election  is  ordered, — Mr.  Boyd,  the  unsuccess- 
ful candidate,  does  not  run  again,  and  the  whigs 
have  nominated  H.  I.  Thornton. 

Mobile.  A mercantile  house  of  this  city,  who 
had  a suit  against  the  city  of  Mobile  for  $500  of  the 
bonds  issued  by  the  corporation,  has  just  received 
advices  that  judgment  had  been  obtained,  but  pre- 
vious to  its  being  rendered,  the  corporation  of  the 
city  had  made  an  assignment  or  deed  of  trust,  of  all 
the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  city,  by  which  act 
the  judgment  obtained  against  it  is  useless. 

[A'.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

LOUISIANA. 

Congressional  election.  The  governor  of  Louisi- 
ana has  ordered  a special  electiou  for  the  third 
congressional  district,  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr. 
Garland,  resigned,  whose  term  does  not  expire  un- 
til the  4th  ot  March  next.  The  election  will  take 
place  the  same  day  that  the  presidential  electors  are 
chosen. 

Banks  in  New  Orleans.  From  a general  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  New  Orleans  banks, 
dated  on  the  8th  instant,  we  extract  the  following 
aggregates: 

Nominal  capital,  . $54,950,000 

Capital  paid  in,  . . 41,762,769 

Discounts  and  loans,  . 4S, 537, 633 

Individual  deposites,  , 6,039,300 

Circulation,  . . 5,0S4,566 

Specie  in  the  vaults,  . 3,526,310 

Opelousas,  Lou.  Sept.  4th,  1840. 

Insurrection.  Perhaps  you  have  heard  something 
about  the  insurrection  which  was  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  parishes  of  Lafayette  and  St.  Landry. 
Fortunately  it  was  discovered  in  time  to  prevent 
any  mischief.  The  plans  of  the  insurrectionists 
were  bad,  and  as  usual,  horrible  in  the  operation, 
so  far  as  I have  heard.  They  have  as  yet  hung  but 
three  of  tire  ringleaders.  Many  are  arrested,  and 
more,  I suppose,  will  be  hung.  Two  white  men  (I 
suppose  abolitionists),  have  been  implicated;  they 
were  tried  and  found  guilty  by  circumstantial  and 
positive  testimony,  but  as  the  law  of  the  state  does 
not  recognize  slave  testimony  against  awhile,  they 
could  not,  by  a legal  tribunal  be  found  guilty  to 
suffer  death,  as  they  would  have  been,  had  the  tes- 
timony been  admissible. 

They  were,  however,  sentenced  by  judge  Lynch 
to  a severe  flogging,  with  orders  to  leave  the  state 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

TENNESSEE. 

Nashville  corporation  election.  The  Whig  ticket 
prevailed  in  every  ward  in  the  city,  at  the  election 
on  the  26th  ulf.  The  votes  for  mayor  stood: 

C.  C.  Trabue  (whig)  599 

W.  H.  Moore  (V.  B.)  401 

Whig  majority  19S 

OHIO. 

Political  meetings.  The  accounts  of  the  numbers 
that  attend  the  political  assemblages  in  this  state  are 
almost  incredible.  The  vice  president,  Richard  M. 
Johnson  has  been  hailed  by  his  friends  with  the  ut- 
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most  enthusiasm.  His  competor,  Mr.  Tyler,  of  Vir- 
ginia, has  accepted  the  invitation  of  whig  friends 
and  is  now  attending  meetings  in  various  parts  of 
the  state. 

General  Harrison  addressed  a large  meeting  at 
Chillicothe  on  the  18th  ult.  estimated  at  -19,000.  On 
the  18th,  a meeting  at  Somerset,  estimated  by  the 
Times  at  20,000.  On  the  21st,  a large  meeting  at 
Somerset,  and  on  the  25th,  one  at  Columbus. 

The  Wheeling  Times  says: — We  have  seen  seve- 
ral men,  among  whom  was  Penrose  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  say  that  Harrison  made  the  best  speeches  at 
Chillicothe  and  Somerset  they  ever  heard.  Mr  P. 
says  he  was  beyond  all  the  young  rnen  they  could 
produce — he  would  travel  further  and  make  a better 
speech  than  any  of  them. 

The  following  are  the  whig  nominations  for  con- 
gress: 

1st  district,  N.  G.  Pendleton, 


2d 

L.  D.  Campbell, 

3d 

P.  G.  Goode, 

4th  ‘ 

Jeremiah  Morrow, 

5th 

Thomas  L.  Shields, 

6th  ‘ 

Calvary  Morris, 

7th 

William  Russell, 

Sth  ‘ 

Joseph  Ridgway, 

9th  • 

George  Sanderson, 

10th 

Samson  Mason, 

llth 

B.  S.  Cowan, 

12th 

Joshua  Mathiot, 

15th 

Sherlock  J.  Andrews 

18th 

Levi  Cox, 

19  th  “ 

Samuel  Stokely. 

The  convention  at  Chillicothe , Ohio.  Upwards  of 
eleven  columns  of  the  Scioto  Gazette  of  Thursday 
last  are  occupied  with  (he  details  relating  to  this 
immense  assemblage.  The  convention  proper  was 
appointed  for  Thursday  the  17th  ultimo,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  vast  numbers  which  had  congre- 
gated in  the  town  on  Wednesday,  that  day  must  be 
regarded  as  the  first  day  of  the  convention.  During 
the  whole  day  delegations  continued  to  pour  into  the 
town.  At  3,  P.  M.  the  ceremony  of  presenting  the 
Tippecanoe  club  with  a flag  by  the  ladies  of  Chilli- 
cothe took  place,  after  which  general  Leslie  Combs 
addressed  the  auditory.  In  the  evening,  crowds  of 
the  people  were  addressed  at  the  log  cabin,  and  at 
numerous  places  iri  the  town. 

On  Thursday  almost  every  house  displayed  its 
banner,  and  the  national  flag  floated  from  every  pro- 
minent elevation  in  the  place.  At  10  A.  M.  the 
procession  was  formed  and  proceeded  to  welcome 
the  city's  illustrious  guest,  general  Harrison.* — 
They  met  his  escort  near  the  first  gate  on  the  turn- 
pike, when  the  procession  halted  and  formed  on 
either  side — gen.  Harrison  in  a barouche  and  four, 
with  his  aids  cols.  Todd  and  Chambers,  and  the  long 
line  of  yeomanry  by  whom  he  was  accompanied, 
passing  down  the  thronged  avenue,  while  shout  af- 
ter shout  echoed  along  the  lines  and  was  returned 
from  the  densely  populated  city.  The  general  was 
welcomed  by  R.  Douglass,  esq.  with  a few  remarks, 
to  which  he  briefly  and  appropriately  replied.  A 
place  called  the  Sugar  Grove  was  selected  for  the 
convention,  to  which  the  many  thousands  now  re- 
paired,and  the  meeting  was  organised  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  hon.  Wm.  Key  Bond,  as  president,  and  a 
suitable  number  of  vice  presidents  and  secretaries. 

Col.  Bond  then  introduced  general  Harrison  to 
the  assemblage,  and  when  the  long  and  loud  cheer- 
ing of  the  multitude  had  subsided,  the  veteran  en- 
gaged their  profound  attention  during  an  address 
which  occupied  two  hours  and  a quarter  in  the  do. 
livery. 

Colonels  Chambers  and  Todd,  aids  to  general 
Harrison  during  the  war,  succeeded  him,  in  ad- 
dresses to  the  people. 

The  Gazette  estimates  the  nurnberof  persons  pre- 
sent at  the  Grove  at  49,000. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  next  day,  but 
during  the  evening  crowds  were  entertained  as  be- 
fore by  the  eloquence  of  various  talented  members 
of  the  convention  at  several  places  in  the  city. 

The  next  morning,  Friday,  the  grand  procession 
was  formed,  and  this  must  be  left  to  the  imagination 
of  the  reader,  for  a description  of  the  scene  has  baf- 
fled the  pen  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  record 
befpre  us.  The  people  afterwards  reassembled  at 
the  Grove,  when  general  Harrison  was  addressed  by 
general  Murphy,  the  prompt  vindicator  of  the  fame 
of  the  slandered  hero.  The  ceremony  of  presenting 
a cane  succeeded,  which  the  general  received  with  a 
suitable  acknowledgment. 

The  multitude  were  subsequently  addressed  by 
gov.  Wickliffe  of  Ky.  the  hon.  C.  B.  Penrose  of  Pa. 

*The  Ohio  Confederate  says: — "Gen.  Harrison  ar- 
rived escorted  by  a procession  of  freemen  “six  miles 
long.’’  The  old  soldier  stood  erect  and  bareheaded  in 
the  carriage,  while  the  prolonged  and  deafening-  shouts 
of  the  multitude  made  manifest  the  enthusiasm  which 
pervaded  it.»’ 


and  gov.  Metcalf  of  Ky.  after  which  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  resolutions  reported  the  same, 
which  were  read  and  adopted  by  acclamation. 

In  the  evening  a splendid  exhibition  of  fire  works 
took  place,  concluding  with  the  temple  of  liberty, 
surrounded  by  a beautiful  figure  ami  illustrating  a 
transparency  of  gen.  Harrison. 

A shout  was  then  made  for  gov.  Moorehead  of 
Ky.  who  responded  to  the  call  in  an  able  address, 
and  then  terminated  one  of  the  greatest  conventions 
of  the  people  that  has  hitherto  been  held.  [Jlmer. 

MISSOURI. 

Rapid  increase  of  population.  Judging  by  the 
number’of  votes  taken  at  the  recent  election,  this 
state,  which  has  now  hut  two  representatives  in  con- 
gress, will  be  entitled  to  six  or  seven  under  the  new 
census.  In  1832  the  state  polled  17,250  votes.  In 
1836,  27,372  and  at  the  election  last  month  nearly 
52,000  votes  were  taken. 

Dames.  The  St.  Louis  papers  state  that  in  the 
case  of  Darnes,  a nolle  prosequi  has  been  entered  by 
the  attorney,  in  consequence  of  some  informality  in 
the  indictment.  The  prisoner  is  released  on  $3,000 
bail,  to  await  the  further  action  of  the  grand  jury. 

Sub  treasury  operations.  The  Bank  of  Missouri 
hast  hitherto, been  used  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  go- 
vernment in  St.  Louis,  and  as  the  place  of  deposite 
for  the  public  money  at  that  point.  The  amount 
reported  as  due  from  the  bank  to  the  government  in 
July  last  was  $1,162,129  71.  As  the  city  of  St. 
Louis  is  one  of  the  places  designated  in  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  for  the  residence  ol  a receiver  general,  it  was 
expected  that  this  amount  of  government  money 
would  be  transferred  from  the  hank  to  the  office  of  the 
receiver.  This  transler  might  cause  a pressure  or 
it  might  not — according  as  the  operation  should  be 
made  suddenly  or  gradually.  If  the  bank  should 
be  required  to  pay  over  the  amount  at  once  in  specie, 
the  business  community  of  St.  Louis  must  sutler — 
for  the  bank  would  be  compelled  to  press  herdeb'ors 
and  to  curtail  accommodations.  The  St.  Louis  Re- 
publican states  that  Mr.  Smith,  president  of  the 
bank,  went  on  some  time  ago  eastward  to  solicit,  as 
was  supposed,  time  and  indulgence  for  the  bank 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  That  paper 
adds: — 

Mr.  Smith  returned,  and  left  the  city  on  Thursday 
last  on  a second  trip  to  the  east.  This  second  visit 
the  newsmongers,  in  the  street,  apply  to  the  same 
cause.  The  report  runs,  that  I lie  United  States  go- 
vernment has  ordered  the  bank  to  place  all,  or 
nearly  all  the  funds  she  now  holds  belonging  lo  the 
government,  in  New  York , during  all  the  month  of 
November  next.  The  visit  of  the  president  ot  (he 
bank  is  said  to  be,  to  make  provision  for  complying 
with  this  requisition. — The  bank  is  compelled,  if 
this  order  has  been  issued,  to  do  one  of  two  things. 
Either  she  must  effect  a loan  in  the  east,  payable  in 
such  money  as  the  government  will  receive,  or  else 
she  must  ship  the  specie,  provided  she  can  get  it  to 
ship.  In  either  event,  it  is  likely  lo  be  a losing  game 
to  the  tax  pavers  of  Missouri. 

To  ship  specie  from  St.  Louis  lo  New  York,  it  is. 
stated,  will  cost  at  the  lowest  estimate  three  per  cent . 
including  freight,  insurance  ami  incidental  expenses. 
This  expense,  says  the  Republican,  must  be  borne 
by  the  bank,  or  rather  by  the  people  of  Missouri  who 
own  the  bank.  The  cost,  then,  of  transporting  fiom 
St.  Louis  to  New  York  the  sum  above  named  due 
from  the  bank  to  the  government  would  be  some- 
thing over  $34,000. 

The  injury  done  to  the  business  community  of  St. 
Louis  by  this  sudden  transfer  would  be  a lar  more 
serious  evil  than  the  loss  to  the  bank  of  thiity-four 
thousand  dollars.  Yet  no  one  can  deny  the  right  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  the  sub-treasu- 
ry law,  to  order  the  transfer.  He  may  transfer  all 
the  government  funds  in  tire  country  to  New  York, 
or  to  any  other  point  that  he  may  designate,  and  pay- 
public.  creditors  elsewhere  in  diafts.  As  drafts  on 
New  York  would  command  a premium  throughout 
the  west  and  south,  especially  if  it  were  known  that 
specie  was  concentrated  there,  a very  profitable  bu- 
siness may  be  done  by  transactions  in  such  paper. 

[ American . 

Political  meetings — Van  Burcn  convention.  The 
Journal  of  (he  19th  ulf.  says:  “The  8th  of  October 
is  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  meeting  of  the  state 
convention  at  Jefferson  city.  Col  Benton,  Dr. 
Linn,  hon.  John  Jamison  and  gov.  Reynold  will  be 
there,  arid  ptobable  the  genuine  hero  of  the  Thames. 
Will  our  neighbors  ot  Ralls  and  Lincoln,  sleep 
upon  t heir  posts?  Now  is  the  lime  foraction.  The 
election  is  at  hand.  “The  nigh t soon  eometh 
when  no  man  can  work.”  Cole,  Howard,  Cooper, 
St.  Louis  and  Mai  ion,  have  already  appointed  de- 
legations, and  we  hope  '.hat  the  Salt  River  region 
will  not  be  backward. 

FLORIDA. 

Jackson  county -r- The  Indians.  A letter  from  Mr. 
J.  H.  Parker,  of  Mamanna  informs  us  that  a few 


days  since,  a small  party  of  Indians  appeared  in 
the  lower  part  of  Jackson  county.  They  went 
into  Washington  and  killed  the  wile  of  Mr.  Wiley 
Jones,  and  two  of  his  children.  A boatman  by 
the  name  of  Lngarths  wa9  also  killed.  The  citi- 
zens were  in  pursuit  of  them. 

[ Tallahassee  Floridian,  Sept.  19. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales  having  been 
invited  to  attend  the  great  mass  convention  to  ce- 
lebrate the  passage  of  the  independent  treasury 
bill,  held  at  Poughkepsie,  N.  Y.  on  the  16th  inst. 
the  largest  one  ever  convened  in  that  state,  return- 
ed the  following  reply: 

Washington,  Sept.  13,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  kind  letter, 
inviting  me  to  attend  a mass  meeting  of  the  demo- 
cratic electors  of  the  several  counties  contiguous 
to  the  Hudson  river,  to  commemorate  the  triumph 
of  free  principles  in  the  passage  of  the  indepen- 
dent treasury  bill. 

It  will  not,  I regret  lo  say,  be  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  your  request.  Of  the  pleasure  it 
would  afford  me  to  accept  your  f riend ly  invitation, 
it  I could  do  so,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  assure 
you. 

There  has  been  no  event  in  the  course  of  my 
public  life  in  which  I have  taken  a deeper  interest, 
or  the  success  of  which  has  been  more  grateful  to 
my  feelings,  than  that  which  you  are  about  to  cele- 
brate. Although  compelled  to  propose  the  mea- 
sure by  a sense  of  public  duty,  which  did  not  ad- 
mit of  compromise  or  delay,  I could  nevertheless 
scarcely  allow  myself  to  hope  for  its  adoplion, 
without  violent  opposition  from  uniform  opponents; 
and,  what  was  more  to  be  regretted,  without  exten- 
sive diversities  of  opinion  in  regard  to  its  expedien- 
cy, among  (riends  who  had  every  claim  to  my 
respect  and  gratitude.  It  is  not  necessary  to  ad- 
vert, on  an  occasion  like  this,  to  the  reasons  upon 
which  these  apprehensions  were  founded;  and  you 
all  know  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been  rea- 
lized. After  meeting  with  an  opposition,  in  every 
respect  as  formidable  as  any  that  ever  was  brought 
to  bear  upon  a public  measure;  after  having  for 
years  been  proclaimed  as  the  cause  of  embarrass- 
ment in  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  country, 
which  it  not  -only  had  no  agency  in  producing;  but 
which  undeniably  sprang  from  directly  opposite 
causes;  sustained  by  no  other  power  than  its  in- 
trinsic merits,  and  the  intelligence  and  patriotism 
ot  the  people;  this  much  abused  measure  has  at 
last  become  the  established,  and,  I sincerely  hope, 
the  permanent  policy  of  the  country. 

It  affords  tne  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  to 
you  that  thus  lar  the  new  system  has  worked  well 
— indeed,  equal  to  my  most  sanguine  expectation, 
and  without  any  considerable  inconvenience  to  the 
government,  notwithstanding  the  temporary  em- 
barrassments which  usually  attend  great  changes  in 
the  management  of  public  aifaits.  If  it  has  been 
in  any  respect  unfavorable  in  its  practical  opera- 
tion, either  to  the  inconvenience  or  interests  of  the 
people,  we  have  not  been  apprized  of  it.  These 
are  great  and  gratifying  icsults,  honorable  to  the 
fortitude  and  indomitable  spirit  of  the  American 
people;  and,  as  you  truly  say,  “auspicious  to  the 
hopes  oi  every  friend  of  republican  government.” 

They  have,  however,  not  been  accomplished 
without  sacrifices,  political  as  well  as  personal. 
The  injuries  to  which  the  general  interest  of  the 
country  have  been  exposed  from  assaults  upon  this 
particular  measure  have  been  ot  the  gravest  cha- 
racter, and  the  division  among  the  political  friends 
produced  by  the  struggle  have  been  to  me  a source 
o‘  profound  regret.  In  no  quarter  lias  this  latter 
consideration  occasioned  greater  anxiety  on  my 
part  than  in  my  native  slate.  It  was  not,  I hope 
you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  without  pain 
that  I found  myself  deprived,  upon  so  vital  a point, 
of  the  approving  voices  of  thousands  of  the  friends 
ot  my  youth,  and  the  associates  of  my  mature!' 
years — of  many  who  were  veterans  in  the  political 
field  when  I entered  it;  whom  I had  again  and  again 
seen  tried  in  the  crucible  of  political  adveisity, 
without  ever  being  known  to  waver  in  their  devo- 
tion to  what  they  believed  to  be  the  cause  of  their 
country,  and  whose  integrity  of  motive  command- 
ed iny  unqualified  confidence.  Satisfied,  however, 
that  the  measure  was  founded  on  principles  which 
could  not  fail  to  take  a deep  root  in  the  hearts  and 
judgments  of  the  people,  and  must  in  the  end  com- 
mend itself  to  the  support  of  my  dissenting  friend-, 
I have  waited  with  ‘confidence  for  the  fulfilment 
of  my  most  sanguine  anticipations.  Your  present 
assemblage,  the  numerous  and  immense  gatherings 
of  the  democracy  of  the  state  which  have  preceded 
it,  tlie  tone  of  its  press,  and  the  innumerable  indi- 
cations of  popular  feeling  that  have  reached  me 
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through  other  channels,  leave  no  rooin  to  doubt 
that  my  utmost  wishes,  in  this  respect,  have  been 
fully  accomplished. 

The  complimentary  manner  in  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  speak,  for  yourselves,  and  in  be- 
half of  those  you  represent,  of  my  political  career, 
is  to  me  a source  of  satisfaction,  which,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  favors  f have  already  re- 
ceived at  their  hands,  and  the  cordial,  earnest  and 
pervading  indications  of  personal  regard  and  politi- 
cal support  with  which  I am  daily  greeted  by  my 
democratic  friends  in  the  state,  have  laid  me  under 
obligations  I can  never  hope  adequately  to  dis- 
charge. Assurance  of  an  unwavering  disposition 
and  unceasing  efforts  to  do  so,  are,  however,  freely 
given,  and  will  be  faithly  redeemed. 

I am,  gen'lemen,  very  respectfully  and  truly, 
your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Edmund  J.  Porter,  and  others. 

Politicians!  Do  you  suppose  that  this  is  ttie  last 
year  of  time?  Are  all  things  to  pass  away  with 
this  political  contest,  leaving  no  one  to  tell  the  story? 
Will  the  fooleries,  (he  falsehoods,  the  humbugs  and 
all  the  antic  tricks  played  before  the  people  he  for- 
gotten? Will  hot  “the  cold,  rebukeful  eye”  of  impar- 
tial history  hereafter  look  back  upon  the  extraordina- 
ry excitement  of  the  present  day,  and  single  out  for 
honor  and  .immortality  those  wiio  have  done  well, 
and  for  infamy  or  oblivion  those  who  have  done  ill? 
Will  it  not  discover  those  who,  with  a lofty  patriot- 
ism, a deep,  honest,  heatfelt  regard  for  truth,  spum- 
ed all  baser  weapons  and  refused  to  stoop  to  the  low 
and  miserable  trickery  of  demagogues?  And  will 
not  its  piercing  glances  also  reach  the  skulking  and 
cowardly  traitors  to  their  country  and  its  popular 
institutions,  who  strove  to  shut  out  the  light  of  truth, 
to  deceive  the  people  and  hold  them  up  before  the 
world  to  be  ridiculed  as  an  ignorant  rabble,  who 
could  only  be  controlled  by  being  deluded  with 
falsehood  or  confounded  with  noise? 

Depend  upon  it,  politicians,  the  history  of  these 
things  will  be  written  hereafter,  when  the  excited 
passions  ot  the  present  hour  will  have  become  cool, 
and  when  no  delusion  can  obscure  the  truth.  Re- 
flect what  that  history  will  be,  and  in  what  a volume 
it  will  be  found.  Remember,  that  it  will  be  the 
same  volume  which  immortalizes  the  great  apostles 
of  American  liberty — our  Washingtons,  our  Jeffer- 
sons,  and  our  Franklins — the  volume  which  is  to 
record  one  of  the  most  striking  instances  of  human 
progress  since  the  fiist  dawning  of  time — a noble 
and  successful  effort  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  arbi- 
trary power,  and  establish  a government  upon  the 
grea(  principles  of  equal  rights,  and  to  be  directed 
solely  by  the  will  of  the  people.  Nor  is  it  what  is 
already  written  in  this  volume  that  should  be  alone 
considered;  for  who  can  doubt  that  many  a brilliant 
page  remains  to  be  filled  through  the  long  years  of 
future  time? 

He  who  would  not  have  his  name  a foul  blot 
upon  those  pages,  placed  there  but  to  hand  down 
his  infamy  to  after  ages,  must  see  to  it  that  in  the 
heat  of  party  strife;  or  in  his  overweening  ambition 
for  office,  he  does  not  so  conduct  as  to  weaken  con- 
fidence in  self-government.  He  must  not  abuse  the 
institutions  of  his  own  country,  nor  hold  up  Ihe 
people  ns  an  unthinking  rabble  who  can  be  poison 
ed  with  falsehood,  corrupted  with  money  or  warped 
with  prejudice.  Political  contests  we  must  have, 
of  course,  but  they  should  not  be  conducted  in  this 
manner.  When  men  differ,  as  they  will  honestly 
differ,  in  regard  to  political  measures,  let  them  coine 
before  the  people  fairly,  avow  distinctly  their  re- 
spective principles,  show  clearly  the  points  upon 
which  they  are  at  issue,  produce  their  facts  and 
press  home  their  arguments  with  as  much  warmth 
and  force  as  they  may,  leaving  the  people  to  pro- 
nounce an  impartial  decision  between  them.  There 
is  a dignity  in  such  a controversy;  it  tends  to  elicit 
truth,  to  scatter  light  abroad,  and  to  establish  cor- 
rect principles.  He  who  truly  loves  his  country, 
who  is  devoted  to  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  and 
who  respects  his  own  reputation,  will  not  depart 
from  this  course  and  resort  to  the  depraved  pas- 
sions, the  miserable  falsehoods  and  humbugs  which 
at  present  fill  so  many  papers  and  afford  material 
for  so  many  speeches.  [A.  ¥.  Sun. 

The  letter  of  the  right  rev.  bishop  England  has 
led  to  a controversy  between  that  prelate,  as  editor 
of  the  Catholic  Miscellany,  and  gen.  D tiff  Green, 
editor  of  the  Pilot;  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the 
bishop  says — 

“According  to  gen.  Green’s  principles,  the  Catho- 
lics of  Savannah  should  be  EXTERMINATED 
and  their  RELIGION  PROSCRIBED!  The  Ca- 
tholics of  Savannah?  No,  but  the  whole  body  of 
Catholics  throughout  the  United  States.  And  this 


i is  the  republicanism  and  the  toleration  of  gen.  Duff 
Green  and  his  supporters!  We  do  not  charge  it 
upon  the  party  that  employs  him,  though  we  have 
long  known  that  it  is  the  pinciple  of  a vast  number 
of  that  party;  yet  we  also  know  that  it  is  reprobated 
by  a large  number  who  are  honestly  opponents  to 
the  democratic  party,  who  love  republicanism,  and 
who  would  show,  it  necessary,  their  hatred  of  per- 
secution by  rallying,  even  in  the  field  of  fight,  to 
prevent  the  EXTERMINATION  of  the  Catholics. 
It  is,  therefore,  (hat  we  do  not  consider  it  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  party,  though  cherished  and  fostered  by 
men  high  amongst  them,  but  published  only  by  a 
few.” 

The  Pitot  retorts  with  considerable  severity  to  the 
letter  from  which  the  above  is  extracted. 

Mdress  to  the  society  of  Friends  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  especially  to  ihe  voting  members  of 

the  said  society. 

Respected  Friends:  With  a view  of  satisfying  my- 
self, and  some  friends  and  acquaintances  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  where  I reside,  relative  to  the  moral, 
intellectual  and  physical  fitness  of  William  Henry 
Harrison  to  occupy  the  presidential  chair  of  our 
country;  I have  visited  Ohio,  and  had  several  inter- 
views with  gen.  Harrison.  I have  also  heard  him 
deliver  three  public  speeches,  and  so  far  as  I am 
able  to  judge  from  such  a limited  acquaintance,  I 
pronounce  him  fully  capable  and  eminently  worthy 
of  occupying  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Hitherto,  (although 
I am  forty-two  years  old),  I never  cast  a vote  for 
presidential  electors,  having  conscientious  scruples 
of  the  propriety'  of  Christians  actively  participating 
in  political  governments.  But  after  a mature  and 
weighty  consideration  of  the  subject,  I have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  only  proper,  but  my  du- 
ty, when  two  candidates  for  an  important  official 
station  are  before  the  people,  one  of  whom  must  be 
elected,  to  make  myself,  (as  far  as  I consistently 
can),  acquainted  with  their  relative  qualifications 
and  claims  for  the  office;  and  that  if  I became  satis- 
fied, (all  things  considered),  that  one  is  far  prefera- 
ble to  the  other,  that  I ought  to  vote  for  him,  regard- 
less of  the  party  that  may  have  nominated  him;  thus 
acting  as  a member  of  the  one  body  politic  of  our 
country,  instead  of  a member  of  a party.  In  re- 
solving therefore  to  support  Harrison  for  the  presi- 
dency I do  not  design  to  identify  myselfwith  all  that 
his  friends  say  and  do,  or  with  all  that  he  has  hith- 
erto as  a public  man  said  or  done,  but  from  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  principles,  characters  and  pub- 
lic acts  of  Harrison  and  Van  Buren,  (having  once 
resided  in  the  same  place  that  the  latter  then  did ),  I 
I esteem  the  formpr  far  preferable  to  the  latter;  there- 
| fore,  in  voting  for  Harrison  I consider  that  I merely 
express  my  choice  of  the  two  men,  one  of  whom,  in 
all  human  probability,  must  be  president.  This  is 
the  course  of  conduct  that  I consider  Christian  prin- 
ciple demands.  Christians  of  the  U nited  States  now 
doubtless  hold  the  balance  of  power  between  the 
two  great  political  parties  of  the  nation,  and  hence 
if  they  would  exercise  it  in  reference  to  Christian 
principle  and  public  good,  they  might  henceforward 
secure  the  services  of  the  best  men  that  the  two  po- 
litical pa- ties  may  present  for  their  suffrage.  As 
political  abolitionists  are  undoubtedly  the  minority 
of  this  republic,  it  would  be  anti-democracy  for 
them  to  force  rulers  ol  their  exclusive  choice  upon 
the  nation,  if  by  a political  organization  and  shuffle 
they  could  do  so.  I must,  therefore,  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  republican  democracy  go  against  such  a 
measure,  so  long  as  I believe  abolitionists  are  a mi- 
nority in  this  our  republic — because  I believe  the 
law  of  nature  and  of  nature’s  God  dictates  that  the 
majority  should  rule  in  natural  things^-  Christianity 
arms  its  votaries  wilhno  law  but  truth  and  persua- 
sion to  put  down  evil  with  — if  these  (ail,  coercion  is 
the  prerogative  of  Jehovah  alone.  Hence  my 
friends  will  see  why  I go  against  a third  political 
organization.  Under  existing  circumstances  it  wars 
against  democracy.  Correct  public  .sentiment,  by 
truth,  love  and  persuasion,  and  correct  legislation 
will  inevitably  follow.  But  for  the  minority  to  sup- 
pose, that  under  any  possible  circumstances,  it 
might  be  right  to  coerce  the  acts  of  I he  majority  in  a 
republican  government,  is  to  suppose  that  an  effect 
may  exceed  the  cause. 

In  coming  to  a conclusion  relative  to  the  claims 
of  candidates  for  our  suff  rage,  it  upon  one  important 
topic  they  appear  to  be  equally  balanced,  then  we 
should  weigh  them  upon  other  topics  of  the  most 
importance.  Friends’ sentiments  upon  the  impor- 
tant topic  of  slavery  are  generally  known,  that  while 
they  deprecate  it  as  a great  moral  and  political  evil, 
they  also  disapprove  all  unconstitutional  or  coercive 
measures.  To  inflame  the  passions,  is  but  to  close 
the  mim!  against  the  appeals  of  truth.  Admitting 
that  Harrison  and  Van  Buren  stand  nearly  upon  a 
par  in  relation  to  slavery,  still  there  are  other  im- 


portant topics  upon  which  they  may  be  weighed.  I 
ask  neither  of  them  to  pledge  what  he  will  do,  but  I 
consult  their  principles  and  past  acts  .relative  to 
what  they  may  do.  Their  principles  and  acts  rela- 
tive to  the  Indians  are  very  dissimilar.  When  I in- 
quired of  Harrison  the  course  he  would  pursue  with 
the  New  York  Indians,  it  he  should  be  elected  pre- 
sident, he  replied,  “I  will  do  them  justice,  so  far  as 
I may  be  called  to  act  in  relation  to  them.”  But, 
he  continued,  “I  can  give  you  no  pledges  relative 
to  what  that  may  be,  but  I will  give  you  something 
better  than  pledges.  I refer  you  to  iny  past  acts 
towards  the  Indians  when  governor  of  Indiana,  and 
to  my  messages  relative  to  them  to  the  legislature. 

In  one  or  two  instances,  when  governor  of  Indiana, 

I withstood  the  general  government,  because  I 
thought  it  demanded  more  than  justice  did  of  the 
Indians.  I never  would  conclude  a treaty  with  the 
Indians,”  he  continued,  “unless  I believed  if  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  tribe  after  made.”  He  then  " 
referred  me  to  John  Johnson,  for  many  years  an  In- 
dian agent  under  Hamsun,  for  proof  of  his  asser- 
tions. I called  upon  Johnson  who  abundantly  con- 
firmed all  that  the  general  had  said.  As  I have  re- 
cently visited  the  Seneca  Indians  in  New  York,  and 
heard  the  statements  of  some  of  the  head  chiefs  of 
that  tribe,  relative  to  Van  Buren’s  conduct  towards 
them  as  president  of  the  United  States;  I will  state 
it,  and  let  my  friends  contrast  it  with  that  of  Harri- 
son. I have  in  possession  ample  proof  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  following  facts. 

During  the  last  session  of  congress,  Van  Buren 
signed  and  proclaimed,  as  the  law  of  the  land,  a 
treaty  which  requires  the  Seneca  Indians  of  New 
York  to  deliver  within  three  years  to  the  Ogden 
Land  company,  of  which  one  of  his  sons  is  said  to 
be  a (rroprietor,  all  of  their  lands  in  New  York, 
comprising  abut  118  thousand  acres;  some  of  which 
adjoining  the  city  of  Buffalo,  is  said  to  be  worth 
from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  and  it  is 
worth  probably  upon  an  average  $12  per  acre;  and 
the  United  States  government  is  bound  by  the  trea- 
ty to  pay  $400,000  to  the  Indians,  about  double 
what  the  Ogden  company  pay  for  the  New  York 
land,  in  consequence  of  the  Indians  relinquishing 
their  claims  to  Green  Bay  lands — but  the  Indians 
declare  that  they  have  no  claim  upon  such  lands. 
The  philosophy  or  treachery  of  thus  making  go- 
vernment pay  for  lands  that  the  Ogden  company 
are  to  receive  is  more  than  I can  develope.  I mere- 
ly state  what  I learnt  from  the  Indians;  responsible 
white  men  vouch  for  its  correctness. 

Previous  to  the  ratification  of  this  sigular  treaty, 
the  Seneca  nation  sent  a delegation  of  four  of  their 
head  chiefs,  and  three  responsible  white  agents,  to 
Washington,  who  testified  to  the  senate  and  presi7 
dent  of  the  United  States,  that  the  treaty  which 
the  president  had  laid  before  the  city  for  considera- 
tion was  not  nor  could  not  be  binding  upon  the 
Seneca  Indians;  for  it  was  not  the  treaty  ot  that 
nation,  but  only  the  treaty  of  a minority  of  its 
chiefs  who  had  been  bribed  arid  unlawfully  enticed 
to  sign  the  said  treaty.  And  that  the  majority  of 
the  chiefs  of  their  nation,  and  fifteen  out  of  sixteen 
of  its  members  disclaimed  the  treaty.  Among  the 
delegation  was  one  of  the  bribed  chiefs,  who  testi- 
fied against  himself,  that  Ihe  act  of  signing  the 
treaty  was  unauthorised,  and  therefore  not  binding 
upon  his  nation.  They  exhibited  the  affidavit  of 
John  General,  a chief  of  the  Seneca  nation,  resid- 
ing at  Buffalo,  which  deposed  “that  while  commis- 
sioner Gilbert  was  in  Buffalo,  (an  Indian  runner  for 
the  Ogden  company)  enticed  him  into  a tavern  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  was  pressed  to  drink  some  ardent 
spirits,  which  he  did,  and  finally  became  intoxicat- 
ed, in  which  state  he  was  strongly  pressed  to  sign 
the  assent  to  the  amended  treaty,  which  he  con- 
stantly refused,  and  that  he  has  since  been  informed 
his  name  is  affixed  to  it;  and  be  solemnly  declares 
that  he  never  so  affixed  it,  unless  when  so  drunk 
that  he  did  not  know  it,  and  has  never  since  re- 
membered it!”  By  an  affidavit  signed  by  eight  of 
their  chiefs,  they  showed  that  three  Indians  of  their 
nation  had  attached  (heir  names  to  the  treaty  as 
chiefs,  who  obtained  their  election  by  a sham  elec- 
tion, at  a tavern  in  Buffalo.  By  sundry  documents 
they  exhibited,  that  to  eight  of  their  chiefs  the  pay- 
ment of  $21,600  was  promised  upon  the  faith  of 
written  articles,  duly  executed  by  the  agent  of  the 
Ogden  company,  as  a reward  for  signing  the  treaty, 
and  seducing  their  fellow  chiefs  to  do  (he  same — 
this  money  to  be  paid  within  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty. 

But  the  time  has  expired,  and  the  contracts  have 
not  been  paid  and  it  is  now  found  that  the  bribing 
agent  is  alone  holden,  and  he  is  worth  nothing. 

The  senate’s  coinmitte  on  Indian  affairs,  after 
learning  the  foregoing  facts,  reported  against  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty.  But  still,  through  some 
influence  or  other,  (the  rich  Ogden  of  New  York 
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was  at  Washington)  the  senate  was  equally  divided, 
and  the  vice  president  gave  the  casting  vote;  and 
with  a knowledge  of  all  the  bribery  and  corruption 
attending  that  treaty,  Marlin  Van  Buren  signed  it 
as  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

To  me,  it  seems  as  though  every  senator,  as  well 
as  the  vice  president  and  president,  in  sanctioning 
that  treaty,  endorsed  all  the  bribery,  treachery  and 
wickedness  of  its  origin;  and  therefore  lor  me  to 
support  either  of  them  for  a public  oifice,  without 
knowing  that  they  had  repented  of  and  confessed 
this  public  sin,  would  render  me  a participator  of 
the  same. 

The  time  has  come,  in  my  opinion,  for  Christians 
to  hold  public  men  responsible  for  t heir  public  sins, 
and  to  have  no  fellowship  with  them,  but  rather  re- 
prove them  by  voting  against  them.  Unless  this 
course  is  pursued,  and  Christian  principle  and  in- 
fluence are  brought  to  bear  upon  public  men,  our 
country,  I fear  is  destined  to  destruction!  Under  a 
fearful  and  weighty  apprehension  of  this  kind,  I 
invite  the  friends  of  liberty  and  justice  to  throw 
their  influence  across  the  paths  of  political  gam- 
blers. 

The  policy  of  the  administration  of  our  govern- 
ment is,  that  the  Indians  shall  go  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  prosecution  of  this  policy  by  foul 
means,  has  already  produced  the  Black  Hawk  and 
Florida  wars,  and  expended  perhaps  fifty  millions  of 
money,  with  the  destruction  of  two  thousand  lives. 
And  the  result  of  a forcible  removal  of  the  New 
York  Indians,  I have  no  doubt,  would  be  a general 
Indian  war  upon  our  western  frontiers.  One  of  the 
heads  of  the  Seneca  nation  said  to  me,  “if  the 
whites  are  determined  to  have  our  lands,  let  them 
come  and  tomahawk  us,  and  bury  us  by  our  fathers, 
and  not  thus  meanly  drive  us  from  our  homes.” 

Believing  that  the  election  of  general  Harrison 
will  result  in  the  annulling  of  this  fraudulent  treaty, 
and  in  ending  the  disgraceful  and  expensive  Florida 
war,  if  there  was  no  cause  of  preference  in  him, 
save  this  prospect,  I should  esteem  his  election  of 
vast  importance.  And  knowing  that  some  friends 
in  New  York  state  are  fearful  in  consequence  of  the 
reiterated  false  statements  of  one  class  of  newspa- 
pers, that  Harrison  is  not  capable  of  filling  the 
presidential  chair  by  reason  of  age  and  lack  of  ta- 
lent, I do  hereby  testify,  that  it  is  the  unanimous 
testimony  of  the  members  of  the  society  of  Friends 
in  this  city  and  vicinity,  who  are  personally  ac- 
quainted with  gen.  Harrison,  that  he  is  in  all  re- 
spects, in  their  opinion,  well  qualified  to  fulfil  Ihe 
station  of  president  of  the  United  States;  and  all 
that  I have  conversed  with,  say  he  shall  have  their 
support  for  the  same. 

MICHAEL  H.  BARTON. 
Cincinnati,  9th  month,  17 Ih.  1840. 

[ Cincinnati  Daily  Gazette. 

Convention  at  Cumberland  Gup.  A corrsepondent 
furnishes  us  with  the  following  vivid  and  eloquent 
description  of  the  brilliant  spectacle  presented  by 
the  great  convention  which  recently  assembled  at 
Cumberland  Gap,  from  the  states  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee and  Virginia.  [ Richmond  Whig. 

“I  have  just  returned  from  the  great  Cumberland 
Gap  meeting,  (common  to  the  states  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee  and  Virginia).  It  was  a most  interest- 
ing affair,  and  the  spectacle  it  presented,  at  once 
unique  and  striking.  At  the  east  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain were  encamped  the  Tennesseeans  and  Virgi- 
nians, numbering  some  two  or  three  thousand,  and 
the  Kentuckians,  nearly  as  numerous,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  on  tfie  other  side.  They  bad  come 
from  all  distances  w ithin  150  miles,  both  sexes  and 
all  sizes,  in  wagons,  carriages,  carryalls,  on  horse- 
back and  on  foot,  with  their  tents  and  provisions 
and  cooking  utensils — all  eame  up  to  the  top  of  1 hat 
desert  mountain  to  consult  together  on  the  affairs  of 
the  country.  How  deep,  how  wide-spread,  how 
fearful  must  be  that  dissatisfaction  whicti  thus  can 
induce  thousands  of  men  and  women,  too,  to  leave 
their  homes  and  their  business,  and  under  circum- 
stances of  such  inconvenience!  The  white  tents 
covering  the  plain,  the  carriages  of  all  descriptions 
amidst  them,  the  thousands  of  horses  picketted 
around,  the  family  and  neighborhood  groups,  set  off 
by  the  bright  dresses  and  brighter  looks  of  the  wo- 
men and  children;  the  long  lines  of  the  different  de- 
legations, winding  along  the  road,  as  it  serpentines 
up  the  mountain  side,  with  their  gay  banners  float- 
ing at  their  head — and,  to  crown  all,  the  great  flag, 
30  feet  by  50,  streaming  like  a meteor  to  the  breeze 
on  the  mountain  top,  displayed  from  a tree  fit  for  the 
mast  of  some  tali  admiral,  (bearing  the  inscription, 
“Kentucky,  Viaginia  and  Tennessee — Harrison  and 
Tvler — one  more  fire,  and  the  day  is  ours),”  look 
ing  afar  off  scarce  bigger  than  a lady’s  pocket  hand- 
kerchief, with  the  animating  reports  of  the  cannon, 
(which  had  been  dragged  to  the  very  summit  of  the 
Gap)  reverberating  around,  and  the  gayer  strains  of 
music  heard  on  all  sides,  all  set  off  by  blight  skies 


and  a delicious  air,  presented  altogether  one  ol  the  i 
most  rare  and  delightful  scenes  it  was  ever  my  for- 
tune to  witness.  The  stand  was  erected  in  a hollow 
on  the  summit  uf  Old  Cumberland,  and  around  it  on 
all  sides  but  one,  the  ground  rose  like  an  amphithe- 
atre, where  10,000  persons  might  have  heard  with 
convenience.  White,  the  representative  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kentucky  bordering  the  mountain,  was  pre- 
sident of  Ihe  convention,  and  was  closing  the  open- 
ing speech  when  I arrived — Crittenden  followed  in 
a charming  speech,  instructing,  delighting,  warming 
as  hardly  any  but  he  is  capable  of  doing:  then  Bell, 
who,  from  great  exhaustion  by  fatigue  and  sickness, 
passed  into  a state  ol  nervous  excitement  that  quite 
undid  him;  then  Combs,  with  a brilliant,  rapid  and 
thrilling  narration  of  general  Harrison’s  military 
services,  of  which  he  was  an  eye-witness,  and  ol 
the  northwestern  campaigns  in  which  he  himself 
served,  and  from  which  he  brought  home  a disabled 
arm  (of  more  eloquent  action  than  that  ol  Demos- 
thenes) and  a scarred  body,  the  evidences  ol  his 
gallantry  and  the  badges  of  his  glory.  The  next 
day  Mr.  Robertson  of  Richmond  first  addressed  the 
meeting;  then  came  Bell,  in  a redeeming,  trium- 
phant and  most  powerful  speech:  then  Center, 
(that’s  the  way  they  pronounced  it  God  knows  how 
they  spell  it),  remarkable  for  home-thrusts  and  broad 
caricature;  Anderson  followed,  a whig  elector  of 
Tennessee,  brother  of  the  loco  foco  United  States 
senator;  and  Crittenden,  in  a splendid  effort,  at  the 
er.d,  poured  out,  in  rich  profusion,  “thoughts  that 
breathe  and  words  that  burn,”  as  the  rocket  finishes 
its  course  with  a show'er  of  stars.  Shortly  after,  Die 
tents,  were  all  struck,  and  the  vast  crowd  dispersed 
towards  ttieir  homes — every  man  cheered  with  fresh 
hopes  and  nerved  with  new  zeal  in  the  great  battle 
we  are  waging  with  power.” 

VAN  BUREN  MERCHANT’S  MEETING. 

Political  meetings.  The  Van  Buren  party 
in  the  city  of  New  York  called  a meeting  of  (he 
merchants  of  that  city  a few  days  since,  which  was 
addressed  by  Mr.  Senator  Wright,  an  extract  of 
which  speech  we  insert  below. 

SKETCH  OF  SENATOR  WRIGHT’S  SPEECH. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  President  and  fellow  citizens:  I appear  before 
you  this  day,  not  from  any  personal  presumption  of 
my  own,  but  in  pursuance  of  an  invitation  given,  so 
far  as  I know,  by  your  desire.  But  I also  appear 
here  in  pursuance  of  a duty  to  me  more  sacred  and 
important  than  even  your  invitation.  I appeal  here 
as  one  of  your  representatives  in  one  branch  of  con- 
gress, and  I consider  it  my  duty  to  appear  before 
the  citizens  of  the  state,  and,  as  far  as  I can  do, 
give  them  a full,  fair  and  true  account  of  how  I 
discharged  the  trust  which  they  reposed  in  my 
hands,  and  by  doing  so,  enable  you  to  determine 
where  that  trust  shall  be  reposed  in  future.  But 
let  me  say  that  there  is  perhaps  no  assemblage  in 
New  York  which  I am  less  competent  to  address 
than  a body  of  merchants,  so  little  am  I acquainted 
with  mercantile  affairs.  But  when  called  on  to 
come  here  by  merchants  of  New  York,  who  own 
themselves  friendly  to  that  administration  which  I 
support,  and  to  the  re-election  of  our  present  chief 
magistrate,  I would  be  recearit  to  every  feeling  of 
my  heart  if  I did  not  appear  here  that  moment. 

I am  well  aware,  fellow  citizens,  that  the  present 
occasion  is  of  a political  character,  but  when  called 
on  to  address  a meeting  of  merchants,  my  observa- 
tions shall  not  be  of  a mere  political  or  partizan 
character,  further  than  the  interest  of  merchants 
are  involved  in  politics.  If,  therefore,  there  is  any 
political  opponent  present,  let  me  assure  him,  that 
I came  not  here  to  traduce  any  man  or  any  party. 
I consider  the  success  of  my  cause  necessary  for  the 
well- being  of  the  country,  and  in  my  heart  I am 
convinced  that  almost  every  one  will  espouse  it 
when  we  can  biing  them  calmly  to  consider  the 
doctrines  which  I propose  to  advocate. 

What  is  the  question  at  present  presented  to  us? 
It  is  whether  we  shall  change  our  present  adminis- 
tration. Shall  we  put  out  one  man  and  put  in  his 
opponent. 

Mr.  Wright  then  referred  to  the  chief  reasons 
which  the  opponents  of  the  present  administration 
give  for  opposing  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
namely,  his  alleged  hostility  to  commerce  and  bank- 
ing institutions,  and  his  having  established  the  sub 
treasury.  On  the  subject  of  banking,  Mr.  Wright 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: 

Let  us  look  at  our  experience  on  the  subject. — 
Forty  years  ago  our  government  created  a national 
bank.  I will  not  refer  to  the  first  bank,  but  the 
second.  It  was  created  in  a time  of  embarrassment 
and  distress,  and  derangement  of  public  and  private 
credit.  The  second  bank  was  chartered  with  a 
capital  of  thirty-five  millions,  and  what  was  the 
effect  on  business?  For  the  first  few  months  of  its 
existence,  there  was  a severe  pressure,  because  the 


i capital  of  the  institution  had  to  be  obtained  and 
i paid  in.  But  when  the  machinery  was  perfected, 
what  followed?  First  expansion,  and  afterwards 
suspension,  produced  a revolution  in  trade,  more 
severe  in  extent  than  any  of  the  evils  which  visited 
us  in  1836. 

Let  us  go  back  and  see  what  was  the  state  of  the 
country  from  1819  to  1S21.  What  was  said  of  it  by 
your  Niles’  Register?  It  said  that  at  t hat  time  there 
were  between  10,000  and  20,000  laborers  in  our 
large  cities,  seeking  employment,  and  in  a state  of 
starvation. 

I do  not  find  fault  with  the  bank  for  causing  these 
evils.  They  were  caused  as  much  by  the  laws  of 
banking  and  the  laws  of  trade.  But  still  it  was  the 
standard  of  currency,  say  our  opponents,  and  such 
as  the  present  administration  ought  to  be  put  out 
of  power  for  not  having  re-established. 

Let  us  follow  up  its  history  from  1819  to  1821. 
How  long  was  it  before  the  currency  underwent 
another  fluctuation?  Another  came  in  1825,  and  in 
that  part  of  the  country  w here  I lived,  the  greatest 
favor  you  could  do  a farmer  was  to  give  him  50 
cents  for  a bushel  of  wheat.  How  were  we  again 
situated  at  other  times?  In  1830  and  1831,  this  in- 
stitution following  the  law  of  its  nature,  which  is  the 
law  of  its  interests,  commenced  another  expansion. 
Other  institutions  followed  the  example,  and  in 
1S32,  when  the  question  of  renewing  its  charter 
was  before  the  country,  its  expansion  amounted  to 
nearly  twenty  million;  or  perhaps  more  than  twenty 
millions.  President  Jackson,  whom  I am  not  now 
going  to  justify,  but  merely  to  trace  his  acts — wise- 
ly or  not,  hostilely  or  not,  as  you  please,  but  an 
honester  heart  w as  never  placed  in  the  breast  of  any 
man  living — then  made  up  his  mind  that  his  duty 
to  the  people  and  his  oath  of  office  would  not  allow 
him  to  sign  a bill  for  a charter  of  that  bank,  and  he 
put  his  veto  upon  it.  And  who  does  not  remember 
liow  triumphantly  the  people  sustained  that  act, 
by  the  most  decided  expression  of  public  opinion 
that  ever  tested  a presidential  election?  So  very 
decided,  that  it  was  thought  the  bank  question  was 
forever  at  rest. 

This  bank  was  by  law  the  depositary  of  the  trea- 
sures of  the  country.  Until  an  order  came  from 
the  treasurer,  it  had  a right  to  every  dollar  collected 
fiom  our  pockets,  and  Jackson  thought  it  better,  in 
anticipation  of  the  closing  of  that  institution,  to 
direct  the  money  collected  from  that  time  to  be 
deposited  in  other  hands.  But  of  the  millions  which 
it  held  belonging  to  the  public  purse,  he  took  from 
it  not  one  dollar.  Therefore,  that  institution  was 
not  deprived  of  any  thing  but  the  anticipated  re- 
ceipts of  the  public  money.  A controversy  which, 
will  never  be  forgotten  followed  this  act,  and  a 
most  rapid  curtailment  of  the  United  Stab  s bank 
was  also  the  consequence  of  it. 

Whatcame  next?  Jackson’s  friends,  am!  I amongst 
the  number,  thought  that  the  state  institutions  would 
be  fit  places  of  deposite,  instead  of  the  national 
bank,  and  they  were  accordingly  fixed  upon  as 
such.  The  expansion  of  the  United  States  bank, 
in  about  seven  months,  as  I think,  was  something 
like  twenty  millions.  The  state  banks  followed  in 
the  same  course,  enabled  to  do  so  by  the  public  de- 
posites,  and  this  expansion  continued  during  the 
years  1835  and  1836.  Near  the  close  of  1835,  a 
calamity  befel  this  city,  more  fatal  and  disastrous 
to  it  than  any  that  has  occurred  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  present  administration.  Twenty  mil- 
lions’worth  of  property  were  laid  in  ashes  on  or 
near  the  spot  where  I now  stand.  Forty  millions 
or  more  of  the  public  money  were  at  that  time  in 
the  state  banks,  which  expanded  and  stimulated 
trade  to  such  an  extent  as  was  never  SPen  in  this 
country.  In  the  year  1836,  congress  took  the  sub- 
ject into  consideration,  and  with  what  efil'ct  upon 
trade,  commerce  and  banking?  The  celebrated  de- 
posite law  was  passed  in  June  1836.  I was  not  for 
that  measure,  but  doubt  not  that  those  who  did  vote 
for  it  were  as  pure  and  honest  as  1 claim  to  be.  But 
what  was  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  country?  What 
were  its  provisions?  They  were  two-fold.  First, 
that  the  money  was  to  be  distributed  amongst  the 
state  institutions,  in  such  a way  that  no  one  of  them 
should  receive  more  than  three-fourths  of  its  capi- 
tal; and  if  on  the  first  of  January  following,  there 
was  any  excess  over  five  millions,  such  excess  was 
to  be  taken  from  the  banks  and  given  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  U.  States.  Thirteen  millions— I speak 
without  data — were  deposited  with  the  banks  of  N. 
York;  and  we  know  that  this  money  was  not  lock- 
ed up  in  those  banks.  It  was  scattered  among  the 
merchants,  traders  and  other  bank  customers.  And 
what  was  the  effect  ofthe  regulation  alluded  to?  It 
made  the  banks  oblige  their  customers  to  pay  in 
their  loans.  We  have  now  reached  1836,  and  the 
early  part  of  1837  brought  on  us  the  consequences 
of  the  occurrences  I mentioned,  arid  our  state  in- 
stitutions were  obliged  to  te|l  the  country  that  Ihey 
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could  not  continue  to  discharge  their  duties.  In 
mentioning  these  matters  of  history,  let  me  not  be 
understood  as  wishing  to  cast  blame  upon  anyone. 
Here  then,  we  find  the  president,  with  all  the 
banks  suspended,  and  thirty  millions  of  the  public 
money  locked  up  in  them,  and  the  laws  ot  congress 
forbidding  him  to  pay  out  or  take  in  one  dollar  of 
irredeemable  paper  money.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, his  first  act  was  to  convene  congress,  in 
order  that  they  might  devise  measures  for  putting 
an  end  to  this  disastrous  state  of  things.  What  was 
the  president’s  duty  in  that  dilemma?  In  the  year 
1S32,  the  question  of  a national  bank  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  ttie  country,  and  it  was  rejected  by  the 
people.  In  1836  he  was  nominated  as  a candidate 
lor  the  presidency,  and  he  then  told  the  people 
openly  that  in  his  conscience  he  believed  such  an 
institution  as  a national  bank  was  not  authorised 
by  the  constitution,  and  that  if  elected  he  would 
oppose  it.  Could  he  then,  after  having  been  so 
elected,  favor  such  an  institution  without  forfeiting 
his  pledge?  Could  he  recommend  a return  to  the 
state  bank  system  of  deposites,  which,  although  lie 
had  formerly  full  confidence  in  it,  has  now  fallen 
under  the  pressure  of  commercial  calamities?  Could 
lie,  the  next  day  after  the  stoppage  of  the  banks, 
ask  you  to  give  back  your  money  to  them?  I then 
ask  any  candid  man,  what  remained  for  him  to  do, 
except  what  he  did  do,  viz:  to  recommend  that  tile- 
public  money  be  kept  independently  of  banks. 

I will  now  revert  to  a topic,  the  sub-treasury, 
which  I fear  may  little  alarm  you,  but  I will  be  ex- 
tremely brief  upon  it.  The  sub-treasury  was  con- 
sequent on  the  failure  of  the  banks  in  1837;  and  I 
request  you  will  not  forget  this,  and  make  it  the 
cause  of  the  suspension;  for  such  mistakes  are  most 
industriously  disseminated  through  the  country. — 
The  sub-treasury  was  not  the  cause,  but  the  conse- 
quence of  it;  and  so  far  as  trade  and  commerce  are 
concerned,  the  only  difference  it  makes  is,  that  the 
money  of  the  people  collected  in  revenue,  when 
put  in  the  treasury  of  the  nation,  shall  not  be  bank- 
ed upon.  That  it  shall  be  kept  by  Stephen  Allen, 
instead  of  the  bank  of  America,  or  Manhattan 
company.  And  with  this  salutary  exception,  that 
it  shall  not  be  made  bank  capital  of,  what  effect 
has  it  on  the  trade  of  New  York  or  any  other  coun- 
try? If,  then,  a proper  ratio  is  preserved  between 
the  revenue  and  expenses  of  the  country,  and  if  no 
more  money  is  taken  from  our  pockets  in  duties  or 
imports  than  is  necessary  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment, in  such  a case  of  how  much  money  would 
the  banks  be  deprived?  From  two  to  five  millions 
of  dollars;  which  amount  is  sufficient  to  perform 
the  operation  which  the  treasury  of  this  country 
requires.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  hie  to  re- 
mark, that  such  an  amount  cannot  affect  the  bank- 
ing institutions  of  the  country.  A merchant  will, 
in  one  hour  and  without  notice,  make  his  draft  for 
a larger  sum  on  a single  bank,  and  certainly  five 
or  six  millions  cannot  destroy  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  26  states.  I have  thus  disposed  of  one  of 
the  greatest  objections  against  this  measure,  but 
others  are  made  against  it,  namely,  that  it  gives  the 
president  great  power,  and  increases  too  much  the 
executive  patronage;  and  that, he  pretending  to  be  a 
democrat,  adopts  a principle  which  the  federalists 
never  dreamed  of,  in  the  shape  of  patronage.  What 
is  it?  Four  officers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sident, with  the  consent  of  the  senate.  Stephen  Al- 
len is  one  of  them,  and  there  are  three  others;  and 
these  officers  are,  at  the  utmost  limit,  to  employ 
ten  clerks,  to  whom  they  can  give  $801)  each,  per 
year.  This  is  the  great  and  fearful  addition  to  the 
executive  arm  of  government.  It  is  that  mighty 
power  which  is  to  destroy  our  liberties;  and  it  is  to 
do  it  in  this  way. 

Suppose  our  president  so  corrdpt  as  to  put  these 
officers  under  whip  and  spur,  in  order  to  gain  his 
election,  and  that  lie  comes  to  Stephen  Allen,  in 
New  York,  and  to  Isaac  Hill,  at  Boston,  and  tells 
them,  “if  you  do  not  exert  yourselves  to  secure  my 
election,  I will  turn  you  all  out.”  This  would 
certainly  be  a serious  evil  ot  tile  sub-treasury  bill. 
But  suppose  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a sub- 
treasury,  and  that  in  place  of  it  there  were  some 
thirty  deposite  banks  in  different  parts  of  the  union, 
and  that  the  president  was  corrupt,  (for  the  allega- 
tion of  such  act  assumes  corruption);  might  he  not 
drop  a geutfe  hint  to  the  banks,  and  tell  them,  “you 
have  several  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money; 
it  is  of  great  'use  to  you  and  (he  banks  at  the  other 
side  of  the  slreet  would  be  very  ready  to  aid  me  in 
being  elected,  if  they  could  only  get  th'e  deposites.” 
I will  now  ask  you  fellow  citizens,  which  of  the 
two  systems  would  be  the  most  dangerous  to  our 
liberties,  and,  whether  our  liberties  would  incur 
greater  hazard  from  the  deposite  banks,  with  all 
their  moneyed  power  and  influence,  or  from  Stephen 
Allen  and  'tile  other  three  officers  with  their  ten 
clerks?  It  is  a mistaken  idea  that  this  sub  treasury 


system  can  be  dangerous;  and  if  we  could  induce 
our  opponents  to  lay  aside  tbeir  prejudices,  their 
fears  would  vanish.  But  the  merchant  may  make 
a more  rational  charge,  and  of  more  weight  against 
it,  namely,  that  keeping  the  public  money  kicked 
up,  may  give  the  government  a dangerous  control 
of  the  money  of  the  country,  and  that  an  accumu- 
lation of  gold  in  the  sub-treasury,  may  be  injurious 
to  banks  and  merchants.  Let  us  look  at  this  ob- 
jection. Who  governs  it,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
amount  to  be  accumulated?  It  is  almost  exclusive- 
ly in  the  hands  of  the  merchants  and  traders.  They 
govern  their  dealings  by  their  knowledge  of  trade; 
and  when  they  make  importations,  the  duties  go 
into  the  sub-treasury,  until  the  public  creditor 
wants  the  money.  If,  therefore,  you  import  but 
little,  little  goes  into  the  treasury,  and  the  whole 
system  tends  but  to  establish  a healthy  and  stable 
slate  of  trade,  and  prevents  overtrading,  by  being  a 
tax  on  overtrading,  which  cannot  be  put  into  a 
bank,  and  make  more  capital  for  more  overtrading. 
Is  it  not  in  its  nature  the  very  system  for  which 
our  opponents  contend?  to  raise  up  trade,  when  it 
has  a tendency  downwards,  and  bring  it  down, 
when  it  has  gone  too  high.  But,  again:  it  is  said 
that  it  goes  to  make  the  entire  currency  of  the 
country  a metallic  currency,  and  that  we  have  said 
that  there  should  be  no  currency  but  gold  and  silver. 
Now  this  is  just  such  a misrepresentation  of  our 
opinions  and  principles  as  if  you  were  to  say  this 
day  that  I was  a Harrison  man. 

The  tendency  of  the  system  will  be,  then,  to  keep 
the  public  treasury  to  that  standard  which  the  con- 
stitution makes  it  the  duty  of  congress  to  regulate, 
and  the  only  way  to  settle  the  standard,  is  to  use 
the  standard  itself.  Congress  cannot  make  Ihe 
state  banks  contract  or  expand;  and  if  you  have  a 
national  bank,  when  will  it  be  likely  to  expand? 
Just  in  such  times  as  we  shall  have  in  four  or  six 
months  to  come,  when  business  is  starting  into 
health;  and  when  the  bank  is  called  on  to  promote 
its  own  interests  and  those  of  its  customers.  Arid 
when  will  it  contract?  When  trade  is  thriving? — 
No,  no;  but  when  trade  i3  in  such  a state  that  the 
safety  of  the  bank  requires  contraction,  and  then  it 
comes  like  an  avalanche  upon  you,  and  the  state 
banks  must  follow  its  course,  and  the  merchants 
are  made  to  sweat  and  bleed,  and  they  cannot  pre- 
vent it. 

Look  at  the  sub-treasury.  Where  will  it  use  its 
power  for  contraction?  When  trade  becomes  ex- 
cessive; for  then  the  coin  is  locked  up,  and  so  much 
capital  is  taken  from  the  excess  of  business. 

What  are  we  to  expect  if  we  throw  out  the  pre- 
sent administration?  The  candidate  opposed  to 
Van  Buren  has  not  given  any  pledges,  and  the 
most  important  measure  in  the  minds  of  his  party, 
is  the  establishment  of  a national  bank  still  more 
powerful  than  the  other.  I speak  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a leader  of  their  party,  whom  I know, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  improper  in  me  to  assume 
that  such  is  their  policy.  What  must  be  the  effect 
on  trade  if  such  a policy  i3  adopted?  Business  is 
just  beginning  to  assume  a healthy  aspect  in  this 
city  and  other  towns.  Let  us  have  within  the  cur- 
rent year  a national  bank,  with  fifty  millions  capi- 
tal, and  what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  state  banks? 
Would  it  not  be  the  contraction  of  their  capitals  to 
the  amount  necessary  to  put  such  a bank  into  ope- 
ration? But  it  may  be  said  that  the  necessary  ca- 
pital would  be  got  from  abroad.  But  not  in  the 
first  instance.  It  should  be  done  with  American 
capital,  and  the  effect  must  be  a curtailment  of 
trade  and  commerce  until  the  new  bank  was  ready 
to  commence  operations.  Then  in  what  condition 
would  you  have  the  country?  All  the  state  institu- 
tions restricted  to  these  limits,  and  a new  national 
bank  of  fifty  millions — for  that  was  the  amount 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Clay.  What  would  be  Ihe  con- 
sequence? A bank  of  fifty  millions  in  the  hands  of 
even  discreet  men,  could  not  be  idle.  It  must  have 
customers.  And  we  should  start  from  a restricted 
state  of  trade  and  soon  reach  an  excessive  one.  The 
men  in  small  trade  are  of  course  but  small  borrow- 
ers, but  men  like  myself  and  thousands  of  others, 
would  be  induced  to  launch  out  into  an  extensive 
trade,  and  at  whose  risk?  Not  on  our  own,  but  on 
that  of  every  solvent  man  who  is  in  trade,  and  who 
must  suffer  if  this  bank  ever  expands.  If  expansion 
must  then  follow  as  the  consequence  of  such  a bank, 
what  would  follow  its  contraction?  The  smaller  in- 
stitutions should  pursue  the  same  course,  and  how 
very  shortly  after  such  an  inflated  prosperity  might 
we  not  meet  here  to  complain  of  want  of  trade,  and 
low  wages? 

We  have  now  no  national  debt  which  requires  a 
great  moneyed  institution,  and  is  it  not  better  for 
merchants  to  moderately  persevere  in  business  and 
trust  to  it,  under  this  sub-treasury  system,  than  to 
a kite  flying  expansion  to-day,  from  which  you  tall 
ruined  on  the  pavement  to-morrow? 


I must  now  refer  to  our  own  state  in  comparison 
with  other  states.  I have  already  recurred  to  some 
of  the  marked  changes  in  our  trade,  and  I ask  you 
as  merchants,  how  comes  it  that  we  can  so  proudly 
say  that  the  banks  are  honorably  fulfilling  the  con- 
ditions of  their  charter,  when  more  than  one-half 
the  country  has  fallen  back  to  a second  suspension, 
at  the  cost  and  sacrifice  of  the  merchants  of  New 
York.  Why  in  1830,  did  not  our  banks  follow  suit 
with  the  great  bank  of  Pennsylvania?  Because  the 
merchants  of  this  state  thrilled  through  the  entire 
continent  that  New  York  would  not  suspend  again. 
Shall  we  then,  after  all  we  have  suffered  and  sacri- 
ficed, again  launch  into  that  system  we  have  tried 
four  times,  and  always  with  the  same  result?  If, 
then,  we  cannot  promise  ourself  profits  from  such  a 
system,  should  the  citizens  of  New  York  discard  a 
fellow  citizen  who  has  stood  so  high  amongst  us  for 
thirty  years,  and  whose  principles  are  avowed  and 
known,  for  a man  whom  we  do  not  know? 


THE  WHIG  MERCHANTS’  MEETING, 
Yesterday,  surpassed  any  thing  ever  before  wit- 
nessed in  this  community.  Long  before  the  hour. 
Wall  street  was  darkened  with  the  collecting  mul- 
titude, and  when  the  chairman  took  his  seat,  there 
were  not  less,  probably,  than  15,000  persons  pre- 
sent in  the  streets,  and  at  the  windows  and  build- 
ings around.  The  platform  was  placed  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Wall  and  William  streets,  so  as  to  afford  a 
larger  area  tor  the  audience.  It  may  furnish  some 
test  ot  the  numbers  present,  to  state,  that,  on  the 
steps  and  within  the  porch  of  the  Bank  of  America, 
330  persons  were  counted;  and  the  space  occupied 
by  them,  as  compared  with  that  covered  by  the 
crowd,  was  probably  not  in  the  proportion  of  1 to 
50. 

The  shipping  in  the  port  were  all  decorated  with 
their  flags  for  the  occasion. 

The  official  record  of  the  proceedings,  list  of  offi- 
cers, and  resolutions,  will  be  found  on  the  outer 
page,  and  to  them  we  refer  with  pride,  as  express- 
ing, by' the  character  of  the  parties,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  their  resolves,  the  true  sense  of  this  great 
commercial  metropolis. 

Mr.  Webster’s  speech,  which  we  have  carefully 
reported,  needs  no  commendation  from  us — though 
it  will  furnish  us  with  topics  of  future  reference. 

The  resolutions  were  introduced  by  Moses  H. 
Grinnell , who,  having  prefaced  them,  with  a few 
striking  and  stirring  remarks,  read  them  at  length, 
— and  forthwith  introduced  Mr.  Webster,  who,  on 
rising,  was  received  with  deafening  cheers.  When 
these  subsided  Mr.  Webster  thus  spoke. 

I am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  and  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  occasion.  Honor  it  is,  certain- 
ly, to  be  requested  to  address  the  merchants  of 
New  York, — a body  of  as  much  intelligence,  capa- 
city and  respectability,  as  any  in  the  world:  re- 
sponsible it  is,  to  address  such  a body  on  subjects 
which  many  of  them  understand  scientifically  bet- 
ter than  I do,  and  with  which  all  of  them  have  more 
or  less  practical  acquaintance. 

The  question  of  the  currency  of  a country,  al- 
ways important,  always  somewhat  complex,  is,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  the  great  question  of 
the  times.  I do  not  shrink  from  expressing  my 
views  on  this  subject  here  to-day.  I am  in  public 
life,  and  since  on  this  question,  more  than  any 
other,  political  results  are  likely  to  turn,  I have  no 
hesitation  in  speaking.  The  state  of  the  currency 
is  a principal  cause  why  one  administration  is  about 
to  go  out  of  power  and  another  to  come  in,  and 
these  circumstances  lead  ine  to  premise  what  I 
have  to  say  to-day,  by  remarking,  in  the  first  place, 
that  I propose  *0  speak  for  nobody  but  myself. — 
My  general  opinions  on  subjects  of  currency  are 
well  known,  and  as  it  is  now  highly  probable  that 
those  who  have  been  long  in  opposition  to  the  go- 
vernment will  be  called  upon  to  propose  remedies, 
it  is  the  more  incumbent  on  me  to  repeat  that,  what 
I say  to  day,  I say  for  myself,  and  for  no  one  else. 
Especially  in  regard  to  the  candidate  whom  we  all 
support  for  the  presidency,  I have  no  more  authori- 
ty to  speak  for  him,  nor  other  means  of  learning 
his  opinions,  than  you  all  possess. 

I will  proceed  then  to  state  some  general  propo- 
sitions which  I believe  to  be  founded  in  true  prin- 
ciples and  sound  political  economy,  suited  iu  their 
application  to  our  country.  In  the  first  place,  I 
hold  the  opinion  that  a mixed  currency  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  of  paper  redeemable,  and  steadily  re- 
deemed, in  specie  on  demand,  is  the  most  useful 
and  convenient  currency  for  this  or  any  country, 
and  this  is  the  currency  we  have  used  and  employ- 
ed heretofore  in  the  United  States; — the  idea  of  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency  being,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  mere  fancy  of  theorists,  or  used  as  an  in- 
strument ot  popular  delusion. 

fn  the  next  place,  the  management  of  this  mixed 
currency  has  its  difficulties,  which  it  requires  both 
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skill  and  care  to  avoid  or  overcome,  as  has  been 
seen  in  the  experience  of  Great  Britain,  the  great 
commercial  country  of  the  world,  as  well  as  in  the 
United  States.  There  is,  doubtless,  danger  of  sud- 
den contractions  and  expansions,  in  such  a currency, 
and  yet,  where  it  is  all  metallic,  as  in  Cuba,  or  in 
some  European  countries,  where  there  is  chiefly 
hard  money  currency,  there  are  fluctuations  in 
prices,  disasters  in  trade,  and  mercantile  failures, 
perhaps  as  often  and  as  injurious  as  in  countries  of 
well  regulated  redeemable  paper  currency. 

Then,  again,  I hold  that  the  regulation  of  cur- 
rency, whether  mixed  or  metallic, — a just  and  safe 
supervision  over  that,  whatever  it  is,  that  consti- 
tutes money,  the  medium  of  exchange — necessarily 
appertains  to  government:  the  regulation  of  money 
and  what  takes  the  place  of  money,  being  in  my 
judgment  an  essential  prerogative  of  government. 
The  operations  of  banking  are  two-fold,  and  every 
bank  and  banker  among  us  performs  two  offices  or 
functions.  It  discounts  commercial  paper — notes 
— in  other  woids,  lends  money;  and  in  this  business, 
individuals — bankers  without  acts  of  incorporation 
— may  engage  and  compete  w it li  them,  and  this  con- 
stitutes simply  a bank  discount  and  deposite.  But 
our  banks  are  all  banks  of  circulation  as  well  as  de- 
posite, and  issue  their  notes  as  part  of  that  circula- 
tion; and  when  they  discount  notes,  they  pay  the 
amount  in  their  own  bills,  and  thus,  by  the  amount 
of  such  discounts,  add  to  the  quantity  of  money  in 
circulation — every  such  operation  being  by  so  much 
an  increase  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  circulating 
medium.  Hence  it  comes  to  pass,  in  the  absence 
of  an}'  government  supervision  and  control,  that  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  regulating,  at  any  time, 
the  amount  of  money  circulating  in  the  communi- 
ty, is  but  the  aggregate  of  the  wisdom  and  discre- 
tion of  a multitude  of  banks,  all  acting  without  con- 
cert, without  any  superior  controlling  power,  and 
each  for  its  own  interest.  Such  a regulator  or  re- 
gulation of  the  currency,  such  a mode  of  determin- 
ing what  amount  of  circulation  shall  be  furnished  to 
the  country,  must  necessarily  be  most  uncertain, 
and  cannot  but  be  mischievous.  I look  upon  it  as 
a duty  of  the  government,  by  the  exercise  of  all  its 
constitutional  power,  to  control  the  issues  of  slate 
institutions,  and  guard  against  the  evils  of  excess. 
I am  of  opinion  that  government  may  exercise 
such  control  and  supervision,  in  order  to  restrain 
excess  of  issues  by  the  local  banks. 

We  all  know  that  an  institution  with  the  govern- 
ment sanction,  and  issuing  a currency,  as  good  in 
one  part  of  the  country  as  the  other,  w ith  a compe- 
tent capital,  and  acting  as  fiscal  agent  of  the  go- 
vernment— we  all  know  from  theory,  and  better 
still  from  experience,  that  such  an  institution  is 
capable  of  controlling  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  keeping  it  within  limits.  Such  an  institu- 
tion acts  beneficially,  moreover,  by  creating  a cur- 
rency that  is  ol  general  credit  every  where.  What 
we  need,  what  we  must  have  before  the  days  ol 
prosperity  can  return,  is  a currency — somehow  de- 
rived—somehow  sanctioned — -that  shall  have  value 
on  the  Mississippi  and  on  the  Canada  frontier — at 
the  north  and  at  the  south — in  every  town  and  ham- 
let of  our  country.  How  is  this  to  be  got?  Refer 
to  tire  objects  for  which  this  constitution  and  go- 
vernment were  formed,  and  you  will  have  the  an- 
swer. How  is  it  that  we  see  that  local  banks,  how- 
ever well  their  capitals  are  secured,  however  well 
their  affairs  are  administered, — how  is  it,  that  all 
attempts  hitherto  made  to  give  to  the  paper  of  such 
banks  a general  national  character  and  circulation, 
have  failed?  The  cause  seems  obvious.  We  have 
a government  that  makes  us,  and  means  to  make  us 
one  people,  as  to  our  commercial  pursuits.  In 
other  respects,  we  are  citizens  ol  26  different  states. 
Each  one  of  us  knows,  and  is  bound  to  know,  two 
governments.  In  the  state  government,  each  resi- 
dent under  it  is  bound  to  understand  its  laws  and 
institutions.  If  it  has  banks,  he  knows  the  princi- 
ples on  which  they  act,  the  security  for  their  funds 
and  their  management — and  trusts  them  accord- 
ingly- , , , 

But  out  of  the  state,  beyond  the  reach  of  those 
who  are  bound  to  know  all  about  these  institutions, 
they  possess  no  general  confidence.  So  in  the  U. 
States  government,  all  are  held  to  inquire  and  know 
their  rights  and  duties  under  it,  and  institutions 
springing  from  it  have  confidence  and  credit  through- 
out the  United  States.  Every  citizen  trusts  in  acts 
emanating  from  congress,  as  from  a body  which  he 
knows,  which  he  has  a voice  in  constituting  and 
may  control  at  the  polls.  He  confides,  therefore,  in 
the  general  government  as  to  matters  within  its 
control,  as  ho  does  in  bis  state  government  on  sub- 
jects where  it  i3  supreme.  But  the  case  is  different 
when  a man  is  called  on  to  take  the  note  of  a stale 
bank,  about  which  he  knows  nothing — net  even, 
indeed,  whether  it  is  a specie-paying  bank  or  not; 
nor  to  what  control  and  regulations  it  is  subject. 


Therelore  it  is,  if  you  lake,  at  this  day,  a note  of 
one  of  your  own  specie-paying  banks  well  admi- 
nistered, and  of  unquestionable  credit,  and  put  upon 
it  40  good  endorsers — a note  from  Ibis  great  city, 
admitted  to  be  at  the  head  of  American  commerce, 
and  otter  it  on  some  distant  frontier,  that — such  is 
the  habit  of  looking  to  some  national  impress,  on 
what  is  intended  for  money — it  will  not  be  receiv- 
ed. What  stronger  proof  can  be  given  of  this  than 
in  the  actual  state  of  things?  Your  banks  pay  spe- 
cie— those  of  Pennsylvania  and  further  south,  do 
not.  The  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania  does 
not.  So  that  the  paper  of  these  banks  is  here  in 
your  street  at  a discount  of  4 per  cent.  Yet,  if  you 
go  to  Alabama  or  Mississippi  with  a N.  York  note 
and  a United  States  bank  note,  the  latter  will  be 
preferred — because,  although  not  redeemable  in  spe- 
cie, an  odor  of  nationality  hangs  round  it  still,  and 
clings  to  it,  although  wholly  disconnected  lrom  the 
nation.  A currency  must  have  some  national  im- 
press, in  order  to  obtain  general  circulation,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  by  the  adoption  of  some  general  sys- 
tem united  with  our  local  institutions,  a currency 
might  be  issued,  better  than  has  ever  existed  else- 
where. Our  state  banks — those  of  New  England, 
which  I know  most  about — certainly  are  better 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  banks  than  the  joint 
stock  banks  of  England — and  we  are  competent,  if 
we  will  go  to  the  work  with  sound  judgment  and 
honesty  of  purpose,  to  constitute  an  institution  of 
some  sort,  I say  not  what,  capable  of  exercising, 
more  certainly,  beneficial  action  on  the  currency, 
than  the  Bank  of  England. 

I do  not  mean  to  say  there  is  only  one  mode,  or 
only  two  modes,  of  accomplishing  this  object.  1 
do  not  say  that  a bank  is  the  only  mode:  but  I do 
say  that  it  is  indispensable  that  the  currency,  or  a 
portion  of  it,  be  nationalized;  and  this  I hold  to  be 
essential  to  render  it  proper  for  the  great  business 
of  exchange  and  circulation. 

But  I shall  be  asked,  perhaps,  what  is  to  restrain 
a national  institution  from  creating  excess? — who 
shall  guard  the  guardians? — who  keep  watch  over 
the  sentinels?  The  last  twenty  years  have  been 
fruitful  in  rich  results  of  experience  both  here 
and  in  England.  The  world  has  learned  much 
from  them.  There  are  inodes,  in  my  opinion, 
of  restraining  a national  currency,  however  issued, 
from  running  to  excess.  The  first  of  them  is  entire 
publicity  as  to  the  amount.  This  is  more  important 
than  may  at  first  seem.  There  should  be  daily  or 
weekly  statements  of  the  issues,  so  that  when  prices 
rise  or  fall,  the  merchant  may  at  once,  by  relerring 
to  the  statements,  perceive  whether  it  is  the  natural 
result  of  supply  and  demand,  or  the  consequence  of 
contraction  or  expansion  of  the  circulation.  Such 
publicity  is  beneficial  in  a thousand  ways,  as  it  sub- 
jects the  institution  to  the  supervision  and  control 
of  public  opinion,  which  thus  acts  upon  the  power 
that  in  turn  is  to  act  upon  all  Ihe  rest.  If  this  go- 
vernment shall  ever  be  brought  to  consider  the 
adoption  of  such  an  institution  again,  it  should  be 
rather  as  a bank  of  issue  than  ot  discount  and  mo- 
ney making,  and  tij  the  end  that  its  managers  should 
have  no  temptation  of  interest  to  issue  to  excess, 
all  the  earnings  over  a stipulated  amount  should 
be  paid  into  the  public  treasury. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  Bank  of  England 
adopts  in  difficult  circumstances,  an  erroneous  rule 
of  judging  of  its  position.  It  looks  mainly  to  its 
discount  line,  which,  as  a mere  lender  of  money,  is 
well  enough;  but  as  issuing  a currency,  it  is  a false 
mode  of  judging.  The  true  object  of  inquiry  and 
solicitude,  should  be  what  proportion  the  outstand- 
ing paper  bears  to  the  in-lying  specie.  The  bank 
may  be  perfectly  solvent — nay,  rich — from  its  large 
amount  of  bills  receivable,  of  which  payment  is  an- 
ticipated; but  this  does  not  prove  that  the  bullion  in 
the  vaults  is  in  a just  proportion  with  the  issues 
afloat.  There  are  undoubtedly  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  absolutely  limiting  these  issues,  yet  some- 
thing may  be  done,  for  it  is  one  of  the  advantages 
of  a large  institution  in  credit,  and  whose  paper  is 
not  likely  to  be  suddenly  returned  upon  it  from  mo- 
mentary causes,  that  in  times  of  embarrassment,  it 
can.  by  liberal  issues,  materially  aid  the  communi- 
ty— yet  some  limit,  some  general  range  within  the 
institution  should  be  confined,  seems  indispensable. 
I have  not  said,  and  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  one  or 
other  of  these  modes  of  accomplishing  the  object 
in  view  is  indispensable — but  nevertheless,  I recall 
to  you  that  president  Jackson,  in  his  message  in 
1832,  did  say,  if  he  had  been  applied  to,  be  could 
have  furnished  the  plan  of  a bank  that  would  be 
free  from  all  the  constitutional  objections  urged 
against  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States;  and,  therefore,  I 
say  it  is  practicable,  if  we  of  this  generation  are 
competent  to  accomplish  what  gen.  Jackson  said 
iie  could  do,  to  devise  a bank  that  shall  be  flee  km 
constitutional  objections. 


Having  thus  stated  vvliat  I understood  to  be  the 
piinciples  established  by  the  constitution,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  experience,  all  we  can  say  now  is,  that  if 
this  administration  will  not  adopt  some  one  of  these 
measures,  will  do  nothing  to  establish  acuriency, 
or  give  the  impress  of  the  United  States  to  a paper 
ciiculation — no  uniformly  valuable  currency  can  be 
obtained.  Mr.  Van  Buren  declares  congiess  has  no 
pow  er  in  the  premises,  and  lie  refuses  to  recommend 
any  measures  having  such  tendency,  because  the 
constitution  gives  him  no  power.  It  is  difficult  not 
to  express  astonishment  at  what  seems  the  presump- 
tion of  such  a declaration.  From  the  very  founda- 
tion and  cradle  of  the  republic,  those  who  liamed 
the  constitution,  those  who  recommended  it  to  the 
people,  and  those  who  were  early  called  to  adminis- 
ter its  functions,  for  forty  years  adopted  a system, 
which  has  been  since  steadily  following  up — sanc- 
tioned bj'  the  supreme  court — approved  by  the  peo- 
ple— and  now,  at  this  time  of  day,  a gentleman 
stands  up,  and  disregaiding  all  the  national,  legisla- 
tive, judicial  and  popular  sanctions,  says,  I am  w iser 
than  all  lliese,  and  1 say  there  is  no  such  power  in 
congress.  He  says  the  people  have  decided  against 
it.  When  did  they  so  decide?  lie  says  gen.  Jack- 
son  decided  against  it,  and  went  into  aie-election 
on  that  ground,  and  being  re-elected,  that  the  peo- 
ple sanctioned  his  decision. 

But  general  Jackson  himself,  said,  (hat  although 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  could  de- 
vise a Bank  of  the  United  Stales  that  would  not  be 
objectionable;  and  it  would  be  quite  as  sound  argu- 
ment to  say  tile  people  re-elected  general  Jackson 
because  he  w as  in  lavor  of  a Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  because  he  was  against  ihe  Bank  ot  the  U. 
States.  But,  in  truth,  general  Jackson  w as  re-elect- 
ed, not  because  of  his  opposition  to  the  bank,  but, 
notwithstanding  that  opposition;  he  had  built  up  a 
party  which  bis  strong  arm  caused  to  bow  down, 
and  he  might  have  destroyed  many  more  things  as 
useful  as  ttie  bank,  and  still  have  been  re-elected. 

But  Mr.  Van  Buren  thinks  he  was  elected  be- 
cause of  bis  opposition  to  the  bank.  I enter  not 
into  the  causes  of  bis  election,  though  I am  inclined 
to  the  beliel  that  if  any  one  ever  came  in  under 
power  of  a will  and  testament,  this  gentleman  did 
so.  But  is  it  pretended  t hat  it  w'ould  be  a lair  in- 
ference, from  the  re-election  of  general  Jackson  or 
the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  that  the  nation  de- 
cided against  the  practice  of  Washington  and  Ma- 
dison, and  the  experience  of  half  a century.  If 
authority  can  determine,  we  have  that  of  both  these 
great  names — but  you  can  get  none  of  those  who 
sustain  the  new  doctrine  to  answer  to  the  authori- 
ties furnished  from  the  message  of  president  Ma- 
dison— though  you  should  quote  them  from  sunrise 
to  sunset  in  the  longest  day  of  Ihe  year.  I have, 
in  my  place  in  the  senate,  referred  to,  and  quoted 
passages  from,  these  messages, — but  answer  there 
was  none. 

When  the  bank  was  killed,  or  permitted  lo  expire 
without  hope  of  resuscitation,  the  administration 
virtually  subjected  the  whole  business  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  rack,  fts  commerce,  shipping,  fisheries, 
manufacturing  and  mechanic  arts,  were  all  put  to 
the  stretch  and  torture  of  experiment;  they  prac- 
ticed on  it — tried  curious  and  ingenious  devices  on 
it — as  if  such  interests,  instead  of  being  faithfully 
cherished  and  guarded,  were  only  to  he  used  as  ob- 
jects of  speculative  investigation.  But  general 
Jackson  said  he  could  make  a betler  currency'  by 
aid  ol  the  state  banks.  Some  of  us  there  were  who 
maintained  that  this  was  not  possible,  that  these  in- 
stitutions were  not  adapted  lo  national  purposes, 
and  that,  however  well  managed  and  however  mul- 
tiplied, they  would  be,  after  all,  only  small  arms, 
and  not  artillery.  In  1S37  the  system  exploded. 
The  administration  did  not  expect  it,  and  did  not 
then  look  to  a sub-treasury  any  more  than  they  now 
look  to  an  eclipse — though  of  a political  eclipse, 
they  have  probably  some  misgivings.  They  had 
confidence  in  the  dpposite  bank  scheme — but  the 
explosion  came.  What  then?  Within  a few  (lays, 
near  this  spot,  the  ablest  defender  and  champion  of 
the  party,  Mr.  Wright,  asked  what  could  you  ex- 
pect Mr.  Van  Buren  to  do?  He  could  not  go  back 
to  the  United  States  bank,  which  he  had  rejected, 
nor  to  the  deposite  banks  iie  had  recommended,  and 
which  had  failed.  What  then  could  he  do,  but  re- 
commend Ihe  sub-treasury?  The  dilemma  could 
only  be  escaped  by  depailing  from  the  settled  and 
successful  policy  of  40  years.  He  took  back  quick 
enough  the  opinions  he  had  expresssed  about  Ihe 
deposite  bank  system  as  good,  but  he  took  not  back 
bis  opinions  respecting  the  Bank  ol  the  United 
States;  and  therefore  the  sub-treasury  was  restored 
to — a measure  that  avowedly  withdraws  the  pro- 
tection of  government  from  the  currency  of  the 
country.  Moreover,  in  Die  first  sub-treasury  bill 
there  was  no  specie  clause  inserted,  but  finding  that 
H was  likely  to  lari  for  want  of  votes — and  it  appear- 
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ing  that  several  gentlemen  who  had  been  vehement- 
ly opposed  to  general  Jackson,  with  Mr.  Calhoun 
at  their  head,  would  not  support  it  unless  the  specie 
clause  was  introduced — it  was  introduced,  and  in 
this  form  the  bill  was  carried,  and  then  was  raised 
the  shout  of  hard  money,  bard  money;  and  thus 
again  was  the  administration  driven  into  a mea- 
sure it  never  contemplated.  Thus  they  went  on 
plunging  from  one  disgraceful  and  disastrous  ex- 
periment into  another — the  country  always  the  vic- 
tim. 

It  is  proper  enough,  and  no  great  evidence  of 
self-complacency,  to  say,  that  some  of  us  never  let 
a month  pass  without  reiterating  that  the  deposite 
bank  system  must  fail;  and  how  were  we  answered? 
We  were  held  up  as  the  enemies,  of  these  banks, 
as  anti-state  lights,  and  as  aiming  at  a great  federal 
institution,  to  ride  over  and  control  the  state  insti- 
tutions. What  happened?  The  system  exploded — 
and  then  these  same  parties  turned  round  and  revil- 
ed what  they  supported,  denounced  these  state  banks 
as  odious  monopolies,  leagued  with  the  opposition, 
and  not  much  better  than  British  whigs,  any  how; 
and  when  we,  who  thought  the  banks  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  chartered,  but  not 
adequate  to  national  functions — endeavored  to  shield 
their  rights  and  see  justice  done  them,  we  were  told 
we  were  leagued  with  these  state  banks,  and  stimu- 
lated by  British  gold,  distributed  through  worthless 
corporations.  Now,  I ask,  what  confidence,  as  mer- 
chants, can  you  place,  or  do  you  place,  in  this  ad- 
mi  niscrat  ion?  Do  you  see  any  thing  they  will  or 
can  do  to  restore  the  country  to  its  prosperity? — 
(No,  No,  from  all  quarters).  That  answer  coin- 
cides with  my  opinion,  fori  believe  they  have  dis- 
qualified themselves  by  turning  their  backs  upon 
their  duty. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  administration  has  treat- 
ed the  states  in  the  management  of  their  affairs 
much  as  it  has  treated  the  state  banks:  first  seduced 
them  into  committing  extravagance,  and  then  turn- 
ed round  and  abused  them  for  it.  Commencing 
with  the  message  of  the  president  at  the  last  ses 
sion,  through  the  treasury  report,  Mr.  Benton’s 
resolution,  and  Mr.  Grundy’s  report,  and  the  ad- 
ministration press,  there  seems  a systematic  effort 
to  injure  the  character  and  credit  of  states  that  have 
undertaken  large  internal  improvements.  They  are 
represented  as  much  injured,  burdened  with  useless 
rail  roads  and  canals,  and  as  having  incurred  debts, 
by  the  issue  of  bonds,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
extinguish. 

Let  us  see  under  what  circumstances  these  debts 
were  contracted.  A few  facts,  dates  and  figures 
may  be  important  in  this  inquiry.  And  first,  I here 
to-day  in  your  presence  charge  upon  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  general  government  the  great  expan- 
sion of  paper  money,  and  its  sudden  contraction, 
both  so  fearfully  deranging  the  allairs  of  the  coun- 
try. I proceed  to  prove  this.  To  go  back  no  far- 
ther than  1832,  when  the  veto  settled  the  point  that 
the  United  States  bank  would  not  be  re  chartered, 
we  wiil  take  the  years  by  series  of  tens  and  fives, 
and  trace  the  creation  of  banks.  During  the  ten 
years  from  1820  to  1830,  only  22  new  banks  were 
chartered  in  the  United  States,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  eight  millions.  During  these  ten  years, 
the  Bank  ot  the  United  States  was  in  operation,  and 
no  one  doubted  that  it  would  be  re-chartered.  In 
the  ten  years  from  1830  to  1840,  not  less  than  348! 
banks  were  chartered,  against  22  in  the  preceding 
ten  years,  and  they  added  263  millions  to  the  previ- 
ously existing  banking  capital,  instead  of  22  mil- 
lions as  in  the  preceeding  ten  years.  This  remark- 
able expansion  of  banking  capital  wa3  during  the 
charming  and  successful  reign  of  the  experiment. 
But  it  was  not  only  by  the  means  of  banking  capi- 
tal that  expansion  was  encouraged,  for  after  the 
extraordinary  proceeding  of  removing  the  deposties, 
it  was  made  the  duty  of  all  deposite  banks  to  lend 
money  freely  to  the  merchants.  Secretary  Taney, 
in  September  1838  told  the  banks  it  was  their  duty 
to  discount  freely,  and  that  the  money  of  the  go- 
vernment should  be  applied  to  mercantile  uses.  So 
far  was  this  pushed,  that  a cashier  in  this  street  said 
“he  hardly  knew  what  to  do,  for  he  was  ordered  by 
government  to  lend  money  more  than  he  knew  how 
to  get  security  for.”  It  was  then  from  the  the  mul- 
tiplication of  banks,  and  of  discounts  by  order  of  the 
treasury,  that  the  expansion  ensued.  It  may  be 
said  there  were  expansions  and  contractions  under 
ttie  United  Slates  bank.  No  one  denies  it;  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  bank  was  not  always  perfect; 
but  take  the  half  century  during  which  we  had  a 
national  bank,  and  it  was  more  free  from  fluctua- 
tions than  any  period  since.  The  gentleman  whom 
I have  already  quoted  (Mr  Senator  Wright)  said 
m his  speech  here,  lie  could  no!  go  back  to  the  first 
United  SGtes  bank.  Why  not?  He  finds  two  or 
three  instances  under  the  several  banks  in  which 
evil  recurred,  but  he  doe3  not  attempt  to  disprove 


that  during  the  existence  of  the  bank,  we  were  more  ( 
free  from  fluctuations  than  since. 

But  in  the  midst  of  the  expansion  just  explained, 
came  the  specie  circular,  which,  with  other  mea- 
sures of  government,  produced  a violent  reaction 
in  the  country.  Now,  to  recur,  to  what  I was  speak- 
ing of — under  what  circumstances,  and  at  whose 
recommendation,  did  the  states  commit  the  impru- 
dence of  getting  into  debt.  You  hear  now  of  200 
millions  of  state  debt.  When  contracted,  and  by 
whom  induced!  Look  at  the  facts.  From  1820  to 
’25  the  state  debts  were  about  13  millions — from 
1825  to  1830,  about  13  millions  more.  From  1830 
to  1835  40  millions  was  added.  But  the  expan- 
sion of  the  state  banks,  and  the  accumulation  of 
capital  placed  in  their  hands,  developed  their  conse- 
quences freely,  in  ’34  and  '35.  From  ’34  to  ’35,  as 
already  stated,  40  millions  was  added  to  the  debt 
of  states;  from  ’35  to  ’40,  100  millions!  more  were 
added.  So  that  this  vast  amount  of  debts  was  con- 
tracted when  currency  was  redundant,  here  at  home, 
and  tiie  deposite  banks  were  lashed  on  to  lend  to  all 
who  would  borrow. 

The  whole  people  were  excited  by  this  extraor- 
dinary redundancy,  brought  about  by  the  action  of 
government,  to  all  sorts  of  speculations,  and  to  the 
contracting  of  those  debts,  for  w'hicb  states  are  now 
reviled  by  the  party  in  power,  from  the  head  of  the 
government  down  to  its  lowest  agent.  One-half  of 
the  whole  amount  of  those  debts  was  created  from 
1835  to  1836 — 100  millions  iri  the  midst  of  the  glow 
and  flow  of  the  experiment:  in  2 years  100  millions 
of  debt  was  thus  contracted!  The  creation  of  state 
debt  kept  pace  with  bank  expansion,  and  bank  ex- 
pansion with  the  creation  of  bank; — and  the  crea- 
tion of  new  banks  with  government  experiments, 
and  government  experiments  with  the  most  extra- 
ordinary delusions  that  ever  misled  a nation.  While 
on  this  topic,  1 must  say  something  of  one  analo- 
gous to  it.  One  of  the  charges  of  the  day,  wholly 
false  and  unfounded,  is,  that  the  opponents  of  the 
present  administration  have  come  out,  or  desired  to 
come  out,  for  the  assumption  of  these  state  debts 
by  the  general  government.  Thi3  charge  began  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  last  year.  Let  us 
look  at  this.  I have  said  that  government  encour- 
aged the  states  to  incur  debts  and  issue  bonds,  by 
making  money  so  abundant.  But  they  encouraged 
this  in  another  mode.  It  was  a favorite  project, 
after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  with  certain  per- 
sons in  and  about  the  government  to  invest  any  sur- 
plus or  unused  revenue  of  the  United  States  in  these 
very  state  bonds.  I do  not  mean  to  say  this  is  assump- 
tion, but  to  prove  that  the  general  administration  sti- 
mulated states  to  issue  bonds,  and  endeavor  to  give 
to  them  all  the  credit  they  could. 

In  1836,  we  took  up,  in  the  senate,  the  bill  for 
distributing  the  surplus  revenue.  This  was  not  the 
measure  of  the  administration,  but  rather  carried 
against  its  wishes.  As  early  as  May,  1836,  Mr. 
Wright,  then,  as  now,  the  ablest  and  most  effective 
leader  of  the  administration  in  that  body,  proposed 
as  an  amendment,  that  the  sut plus  then  in  the  trea- 
sury be  invested  in  state  bonrls,  and  that  whenever 
any  sum  accumulated  beyond,  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  treasury,  it  be  in  like  manner  invested. 
Again,  when  the  law  regulating  the  deposite  banks 
was  passed,  and  the  famous  13th  section,  which 
provided  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus,  was 
added  to  that  bill,  the  same  distinguished  gentleman 
moved  to  strike  out  that  section,  and  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  a provision  that  the  whole  forty  mil- 
lions should  be  inverted  in  state  bonds!  And  when 
the  first  sub-treasury  bill  was  introduced,  it,  too, 
had  a provision  for  investing  any  surplus  in  the  trea- 
sury in  such  bonds.  There  are  other  funds  under 
the  control  of  the  general  government  which  are 
thus  invested:  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  some  half  a 
million  about,  is  all  but  a small  sum  invested  in  state 
bonds;  and  large  sums,  reserved  to  provide  for  sti- 
pulated Indian  annuities,  have  been  invested  in  the 
same  way. 

Hence,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  administration  it- 
self, whenever  it  could  make  an  interest  by  it — an 
interest  I mean  with  the  people— was  foremost  in 
encouraging  and  fostering  state  bond-;  and  Mr. 
Wright  said  there  was  no  fear  that  these  securities 
wouid  be  scarce,  for  states  had  so  many  motives  for 
public  improvements,  and  otherwise  to  contract 
debt,  that  they  would  produce  bonds,  as  fast  as  we 
wanted  them.  Now  I repeat  that,  while  I do  not 
charge  this  as  practical  assumption,  I do  maintain 
that  it  was  holding  up  these  securities  to  Europe 
and  the  world,  as  worthy  of  all  credit.  And  what 
a pretty  piece  of  business  it  would  have  been,  if 
Mr.  Wright’s  proposition  to  invest  40  millions  at 
once  in  state  bonds  had  succeeded!  ff  Mr.  Wood 
bury — conscientious  and  scrupulous  as  he  is  known 
to  be  (general  laughter) — had  been  charged  with 
thus  investing  this  sum — what  do  you  think  would  I 
have  been  the  rule  of  selection?  if  Massachusetts  | 


| — I had  almost  said  Maine,  but  that  is  settled — or 
Pennsylvania,  the  states  that  have,  and  those  that 
have  not  voted,  had  bonds  to  offer,  would  it  not  have 
been  a beautiful  business  to  do,  on  the  eve  of  an 
election,  to  buy  such  bonds? 

But  I revert  to  the  charge  that  we  desire  or  aim 
at  an  assumption,  and  pronounce  it  to  be  without  a 
particle  of  foundation.  I do  not  know  the  man  in 
congress  that  entertains  the  belief  that  the  constitu- 
tion permits  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  states  by 
the  United  States,  without  a consideration,  any 
more  than  the  debts  of  individuals.  Such  an  as- 
sumption as  Mr.  Benton  resolves  against,  and  Mr. 
Grundy  reports  against,  in  an  interminable  string 
of  common  places,  was  never  heard  of  in  congress: 
and  this  brings  me  to  another  point.  You  have  all 
doubtless  heard  that  a systematic  plan  of  operations 
wa3  set  on  foot,  in  which  I w'as  to  take  a pari,  to 
bring  about  such  an  assumption  for  the  benefit  of 
English  capitalists,  and  that  I went  to  England  in 
pursuance  of  such  plan,  to  get  up  an  interest  there 
to  bear  upon  congress.  I will  tell  you  all  I know 
about  this.  I left  here  in  May,  1S39,  and  at  that 
time  I had  never  seen  nor  heard  the  suggestion  of 
such  a scheme.  That  was  as  you  all  remember,  a 
period  of  deep  gloom  and  despondency  for  Ameri- 
can commerce,  and  it  was  natural  I should  be  spo- 
ken to,  and  inquired  of  by  those  who  were  interest- 
ed in  American  credit  and  American  securities,  as 
to  the  ultimate  value  thereof;  but  I assure  you, 
upon  my  honor,  that  no  English  or  European  holder 
of  state  debts  ever  suggested  to  me,  or  in  my  hear- 
ing, the  remotest  allusion  to  the  assumption  or  gua- 
rantee by  the  United  States  of  these  state  debts. 
Once  only  was  it  mentioned  to  me,  and  then  by  an 
American,  and  I replied  to  him  at  once  that  such  a 
scheme  was  unconstitutional,  and  could  not  be  ac- 
complished without  a change  in  that  instrument.  On 
the  contrary,  the  inquiry  was  always  as  to  the  right 
of  the  states  individually  to  create  debt,  and  their 
probable  ability  to  redeem  it.  It  was,  as  I have 
said  before,  a gloom)7  period  for  American  attairs  in 
England,  and  much  of  the  gratification  of  my  visit 
was  impaired  by  the  common  feeling  of  despon- 
dency, which  I could  not  but  share  with  my  coun- 
trymen; but  the  states  had  bonds  in  the  market, 
and  were  anxious  to  sell,  and  concerning  them  1 
was  constantly  interrogated.  My  own  state,  Mas- 
sachusetts, had  some  bonds  there — and  the  inquiry 
as  to  all,  was,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  principal,  and 
the  probability  of  punctual  payment  of  the  interest. 
I told  them,  in  regard  to  all  the  states,  they  might 
rely  on  their  public  fait h,  and  on  their  ability  to 
keep  that  faith;  and  it  occurred  to  no  one,  so  far  as 
I know,  to  suggest,  that  the  United  States  should 
guarantee  these  debts.  A capitalist,  desirous  of  in- 
vesting in  American  bonds,  and  thus  obtaining  a 
higher  interest  than  the  stocks  of  his  own  country 
afforded,  consulted  me  about  the  safety  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts bonds.  What  did  1 do?  I gave  him  a 
report  made  in  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
showing  the  results  of  the  annual  produce  of  the  la- 
bor and  industry  of  that  state,  and  told  him  to  take 
it  home  and  study  it.  (Applause.)  He  came  back 
the  next  day — said  he  was  satisfied,  and  asked  where 
he  could  invest  £40,000  in  Massachusetts  bonds? 
I named  to  him  the  agent,  and  he  did  make  the  in- 
vestment. So  again  of  New  York  bonds,  concern- 
ing which  it  happened  to  me  to  be  consulted.  I 
took  from  my  trunk  the  admirable  and  convincing 
report  on  the  resources  of  the  state,  made  by  your 
townsman,  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  and  gave  it  to  my 
visitor,  and  with  like  effect;  and  so  of  all  the  states, 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  went  of  their  ability,  and 
with  entire  confidence  in  their  good  faith,  I spoke 
without  hesitation — and  in  no  instance  was  any  re- 
liance invited  or  placed  on  any  thing  other  than  the 
separate  and  distinct  resources  of  the  state  issuing 
the  bonds.  What  then?  There  are  in  every  capi- 
tal in  Europe  some  persons — a small  but  active 
clique — that  hate  America  and  Americans,  and  de- 
sire to  do  them  injury  always.  They  have  presses 
at  their  command,  whose  daily  vocation  it  is  to  re- 
present the  credit  of  the  states  of  this  union  as  unfit 
to  be  trusted.  There  is  no  mode  of  mitigating  the 
ferocity  of  these  assailants,  and  the  more  they  are 
put  in  the  wrong,  the  more  tenacious  are  they  of 
error.  This  press  was,  I grieve  to  say,  furnished 
with  new  means  of  carrying  on  its  warfare  by  pub- 
lications emanating  from  this  city,  and  sent  abroad 
in  great  numbers,  to  prove  that  the  states  could  not 
lawfully  contract  debt,  or  issue  bonds,  and  that  the 
foreign  holders  of  state  debt  had  no  security  what- 
ever; and  newspapers  of  the  widest  circulation  in 
the  world,  repeated  these  fabrications.  In  this 
slate  of  things,  a banker’s  house  in  London,  holding 
a large  amount  of  Massachusetts  bonds,  and  those  of 
other  stales,  applied  to  me,  as  a professional  man, 
to  know,  whether  the  slates  could  contract  deb's. 
I answered — yes.  That  the  states  were  as  sovereign 
| in  this  matter  as  any  sovereign  state  of  Europe. 
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That  correspondence  was  published;  but  it  is  one 
you  cannot  get  inserted  in  an  administration  paper 
— and  yet,  in  spite  of  this  correspondence,  maintain- 
ing the  right  of  states  to  contract  debt  and  their 
good  faith  and  ability  to  pay,  it  is  maintained  that  1, 
und  those  with  whom  I act,  are  active  amt  systema- 
tic in  bringing  about  an  assumption  of  these  debts 
by  the  United  Slates. 

But  it  seems  Messrs.  Barings  have  written  a cir- 
cular, in  which  they  point  to  an  assumption.  That 
circular  I never  saw  nor  heard  of  till  iny  return  to 
the  United  States  last  December;  and  then,  too,  1 
first  heard  of  Mr.  Benton’s  resolution  at  Washing- 
ton. I wish  to  repeat,  that  every  where  in  Europe, 
where  in  any  way  state  debts  became  the  subject  of 
conversation,  no  English  or  European  banker  or 
bond-holder  ever  suggested  to  me,  orin  my  hearing, 
or  caused  to  be  suggested,  any  idea  ol  assumption; 
and  the  first  1 heard  of  it  was,  as  l have  already 
said,  from  an  American  citizen  in  London,  to  whom 
1 made  the  reply  already  mentioned. 

I have  said  my  visit  to  Europe  lost  much  of  its 
pleasure  by  reason  of  the  gloomy  accounts  from  the 
United  States,  and  I comess  I was  much  depressed 
both  as  to  the  commercial  and  political  condition  of 
the  country.  I could  perceive  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  those  in  power  to  grow  wiser  or  better, 
and  although  I knew  there  was  a numerous  and 
able  paity  opposed  to  them,  1 yet  leared,  that  for 
want  ot  union  as  to  measures  and  candidates, 
their  efforts  to  bring  about  a change  would  be  in- 
effectual. When  then,  off  this  coast,  I heard  of 
the  Harrisburg  convention,  and  of  the  nomination 
so  unanimously  made — the  best  that  could  have 
been  made — I was  again  encouraged.  And  when 
afterwards  I saw,  notwithstanding  the  preferences 
of  some  were  disappointed,  that  the  nomination 
was  received  with  unanimity,  which  has  since 
swelled  into  enthusiasm,  i left  once  more  that 
the  country  was  likely  to  be  extricated  from 
her  difficulties,  and  restored  to  wonted  prosperity. 

I will  say  a lew  words  on  the  sub-treasury.  This 
appears  to  me  a scheme  new  to  our  history,  and  fo- 
reign to  our  habits;  the  last  of  the  series  of  bafii  d 
experiments;  an  expedient  into  which  the  represen- 
tatives ol  the  people  seem  to  me  to  have  been  lash- 
ed by  executive  power;  fatigued  into  by  appliances 
and  importunities,  through  four  mortal  sessions  of 
congress.  What  are  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
bill?  The  leading  one  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  1S37, 
was  the  safety  ol  the  public  funds.  The  treasure 
was  to  be  kept  where  rogues  should  not  run  away 
with  it.  The  best  way  to  effect  that  is,  not  to  trust 
logues  to  keep  it:  but,  as  to  the  parade  of  safes  and 
vaults,  it  is  all  a mockery.  I don’t  know  in  which 
of  these  banks  the  receiver  general  keeps  his  money. 
(Here,  here,  said  many  voices  from  the  porch  of 
the  bank  of  America  ) Well,  be  it  so — and  I un- 
dertake to  say,  that  if  he  has  any  special  vaults  or 
safes  there,  they  are  no  whit  more  secure  than  those 
in  which  the  bank  keeps  its  own  funds.  But  the 
government  says  it  must  take  care  ol  its  funds. — 
Who  and  what  is  this  I ol  the  government?  Is  not 
the  government  a public  trust  and  agency?  An  in- 
dividual may  put  moneys  in  vaults — but  the  govern- 
ment is  not  a private  person,  having  pockets  of  ils 
own.  It  must  employ  officers,  it  must  trust  some- 
body. My  colleague  in  the  senate,  Mr.  Wiight, 
says  the  object  is  to  keep  the  money  by  agents  of 
the  people  more  directly  responsible  to  the  people 
than  heretofore.  How  is  the  fact?  The  receiver 
general  is  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  is 
amenable  to  the  law,  and  gives  bonds  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  liis  office.  lii  what  does  he  differ 
as  to  the  responsibility  from  the  collector,  who  is 
appointed  in  like  manner,  answerable  in  like  man- 
ner to  the  law,  and  gives  bonds  in  like  manner? — 
How,  then,  is  the  one  more  directly  responsible  to 
the  people  than  the  other?  The  pretence  is  desti- 
tute of  sense  or  reason.  And  so  as  to  the  safety  of 
the  funds.  The  vaults  and  safes  in  which  they  are 
placed,  are  no  better  or  more  secure  than  those  ol 
the  banks.  The  receiver  general  here,  is,  I doubt 
not,  a very  respectable  man,  and  has  given  good 
security;  bit  why  or  how  are  the  1'unds  in  his  vault 
safer  than  if  in  a bank  vault?  The  common  sense  ol 
the  community  will  decide  this  point.  Suppose  Mr. 
Allen  were  to  morrow  to  advertise  to  receive  de- 
posits in  his  vaults — would  they,  think  you,  be 
filled  to  the  emptying  of  the  vaults  of  banks  re- 
sponsible in  their  whole  capital  and  credit  for  the 
safe-keeping  ol  such  deposites?  instead  of  render- 
ing them  saler,  I say  the  present  system  endangers 
the  public  funds,  for  it  multiplies  the  hands  through 
which  they  pass,  and  therefore  multiplies  the 
chances  ot  evil  Mr.  Hoyt  collects  the  moneys — 
but  they  are  paid  out  by  Mr.  Allen,  on  wbmn  drafts 
•from  the  treasury  are  drawn.  JVow,  the  collector, 
if  not  honest,  can  spend  the  money  before  paying  it 
over  to  the  receive ; and  so,  once  in  the  hands  ot 
the  receiver,  he,  if  not  honest,  can  spend  it  before 


it  is  drawn  out  by  the  treasury.  You  double  the 
chances  ol  loss,  by  doubling  the  hands  that  touch 
the  money. 

Then  as  to  the  promised  infusion  of  specie  into  the 
currency  by  the  operation  of  this  bill, — w hat  is  there 
in  this?  According  to  its  provisions,  one  quarter 
of  tile  duties  is  now  payable  in  specie:  yet  it  one  of 
you  have  a bond  to  pay  at  the  custom  house,  if  he 
goes  to  the  collector  with  a check  certified  as  pay- 
able, one-fourth  in  specie,  and  the  residue  in  bank 
bills,  does  he  not  lake  it?  (Yes  from  many  voices.) 
Well,  then,  all  this  specie  talk  is  mere  shain.  But 
suppose  you  goto  the  receiver  general  with  a drift. 
He  pays  you  m bills  of  the  Bank  of  America — but 
wtiere  is  the  specie?  He  will  doubless,  i f you  exact 
it,  give  you  specie,  but  habitually  the  payment  is 
in  bills;  and  then  I ask,  where  is  all  this  movement 
ot  specie,  this  marching  and  countermarching  of 
gold  and  silver  that  was  to  dazzle  our  eyes?  It  is 
all  humbug — (loud  cheers).  But  your  collector, 
where  does  he  put  hi,  money  before  it  gets  into  the 
receives’s  vaults?  Why,  fellow  citizens,  as  I am 
informed,  in  a bank  ot  unsavory  name,  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States — and  when  he  pays  over,  he  pays 
no  specie. 

Then,  as  to  the  divorce  of  bank  and  state — what 
in  tact  is  it?  Is  not  the  greater  part,  I will  not  say 
the  whole,  for  I suppose  the  receiver  keeps  some  in 
his  vaults;  hut  is  not  the  greater  part  of  all  the  mo- 
ney of  the  government  now  absolutely  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  banks?  I believe  it  is.  You  collect  Irom 
from  individuals  and  pay  to  individual  agents  of  the 
government,  and  they  forthwith  pay  it  into  the 
banks — and  therefore,  instead  of  there  being  a di- 
vorce, the  connection  is  become  rather  more  inti- 
mate than  ever,  and  like  other  illicit  connections,  a 
great  deal  more  secret. 

This  is  called  the  independent  treasury:  indepen- 
dent of  nothing  but  public  opinion  and  public  su- 
pervision; and  the  pretended  separation  between 
the  government  and  the  banks  is  all  a shain.  But 
although  a sham  now,  the  authority  to  demand  spe- 
cie when  all  dues  to  the  government  shall  be  pay- 
able in  coin,  will  be  a most  dangerous  one.  li  the 
revenue  shall  ever  again  come  to  its  former  amount 
and  our  commerce  resume  its  activity,  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  the  receiver  general,  at  this  place, 
to  break  every  solvent  bank;  and  it  this  be  true  of 
New  York  and  the  seaboard,  it  is  more  emphatical- 
ly true  ol  the  banks  at  the  west,  where  the  receipts 
at  the  land  offices  are  large. 

And  this  bill,  professing  to  render  the  treasury 
independent  of  the  banks — how  independent  you 
have  seen — is  called  a tecond  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence! Now,  so  far  as  banks  are  concerned,  the 
law  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  ought  to 
be  called  the  third  Declaration  of  Independence. — 
How  does  that  render  us  independent  of  banks?  I 
will  tell  you.  At  this  moment  about  two  millions 
of  these  notes,  bearing  interest,  are  lying  in  that, 
and  that,  and  that  bank,  (pointing  to  different  bank- 
ing houses  within  his  eye),  sold  to  these  banks, 
willi  authority  to  the  treasury  to  draw  for  the 
amount  thereof — and  these  drafts  are^o  arranged  that 
the  banks  make  a very  reasonable — not  to  say  a veiy 
unreasonable — amount  of  interest  upon  these  notes, 
betore  they  are  called  upon  to  pay  the  cost  thereof. 
We  had  betore  us  the  accounts  of  a bank  that  bad 
taken  a large  amount  of  treasury  notes,  bearing  in- 
terest, and  credited  the  government  with  the  face 
of  them,  and  paying  the  drafts  of  government  as 
presented,  that  appeared  by  that  single  operation 
to  have  made  a profit  of  from  80  to  $100,000 — and 
this  is  the  mode  in  which  the  third  Declarations  of 
Independence  of  the  banks  works.  Of  the  five  mil- 
lions ol  treasury  notes  last  authorised,  I repeal, 
above  two  millions  are  now  in  banks  of  this  city, 
and  I know  not  how  much  more  in  banks  in  Boston 
and  elsewhere — drawing  interest  while  the  money 
is  not  all  advanced.  This  is  the  financial  skill  ami 
economy  of  the  treasury — this  the  divorce  lrom,  and 
independence  of,  banks. 

The  fashion  now  is,  since  Mr.  Calhoun,  followed 
by  the  gentlemen  who  usually' follow  him,  gave  the 
signal  to  discredit  paper  money  as  much  as  possible. 
They  avow  this  to  be  their  object.  Who  can  fore- 
tell the  evil  consequence  of  seeking,  through  the 
custom  houses,  the  post  office,  and  the  land  offices, 
to  throw  doubt  and  discredit  upon  bank  paper?  The 
refusal  to  receive,  and  the  attempt  to  discredit,  this 
circulation,  is,  in  fact,  a power  to  break  solvent 
banks,  but  it  is  not  a pow’er  or  means  to  compel  in- 
solvent ones  to  perforin  their  duties.  The  demand 
of  specie  on  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  may 
break  them,  but  such  demand  passes  unheeded  by 
those  that  do  not  pay  specie.  But  it  is  maintained 
by  Mr.  Wright,  that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  this  source,  for  that  a sum  not  exceeding  five 
mill  ions  of  dollars  will  perform  all  Ihe  functions  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  by  the  government.  We 
do  not  know  upon  what  estimates  of  revenue  or  ex- 


penditure Mr.  Wright  founds  this  calculation.  He 
does  not  tell  us  whether  he  expects  the  thirty- nine 
| millions  ol  annual  expenditure,  under  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren,  will,  be  brought  down  lo  the  thirteen  millions 
! of  the  prodigal  administration  of  J.  Q.  Adams;  but 
| he  insists,  that  five  millions  will  accomplish  all  tiiat 
1 is  requiied.  Well,  take  it  at  five  millions — and  w hat 
then?  Why,  five  millions  in  specie  is  equal  to  Ihe 
j fall  average*  moiety  of  ail  the  specie  in  your  city 
banks?  What,  then,  would  be  the  effect  upon  them 
ot  the  accumulation  of  five  millions  ol  specie  in  the 
hands  ot  the  receiver? 

Another  main  argument  for  the  sub-treasury,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Wiight,  is,  that  it  prevents  banks 
from  discounting  on  t fie  public  moneys,  and  there- 
fore tfie  necessity  of  receiveis  general,  who  shall 
keep  it  locked  up  until  wanted  lor  the  public  ser- 
vice. He  traces  the  Annexations  in  our  currency 
to  the  use  made  by  banks  of  the  public  moneys,  and 
desires  f fiat  these  may  be  restrained.  But  if  only 
five  millions  will  be  in  the  possession  of  the  re- 
ceivers, can  that  sum  suffice  to  restain  those  fluctu- 
ations? Can  five  millions,  absent  or  present,  affect 
the  general  discounts,  circulation  and  business  of 
the  country?  The  arguments  of  the  senator  do  not 
coincide  or  stand  together.  The  only  difference  he 
says  between  the  late  and  present  system  of  keeping 
the  public  moneys  is,  that  instead  of  the  Bank  of 
America,  Stephen  Allen  keeps  them,  so  that  they 
cannot  be  used  for  banking  purposes.  Bat  what 
then  becomes  of  the  specie  concern,  if  this  be  the 
only  difference?  I will  not  detain  you  any  longer 
on  the  practical  operation  of  the  sub-treasury,  so 
far  as  regards  Hie  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
public  treasury,  you  understand  its  effects  and  ope- 
rations better  than  I do;  but  the  great  public  politi- 
cal objection  to  the  whole  scheme  is,  that  ii  not  only 
makes  no  provision  for,  bill  professedly  abandons  all 
interest  in,  and  concern  about,  the  currency  of  the 
country.  This  is  the  cardinal,  decisive  objection, 
which  is  to  determine  the  fate  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration. This  question  has  now  been  so  long 
befoie  the  country,  so  frequently  discussed,  that  I 
will  not  go  into  it  anew.  I’he  people  are  compe- 
tent to  judge  of  it  for  themselves,  and  that  judg- 
ment will,  I apprehend,  soon  be  promulgated. — 
(Cheers.) 

One  topic  more  I desire  to  adveit  to  before  finish- 
ing. We  have  the  happiness,  under  the  benign 
permission  of  Prividence,  to  live  in  a country  of 
which  we  may  be  proud  for  many  reasons.  Proud 
of  its  liberty,  of  the  public  spirit  and  enlightened 
patriotism  of  our  fellow  citizens;  proud  also,  and 
most  proud,  of  the  public  morality,  sound  faith, 
substantially  correct  morals,  that  have  distinguished 
the  administiation  of  our  affairs,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  country,  since  it  took  its  place  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth. 

Among  the  evils  most  threatening  now  are  at- 
tacks upon  this  moral  character,  this  high  faith, 
which  have  distinguished  113,  and  in  virtue  of  which 
we  have  maintained  our  high  standing  amongst  na- 
tions. Sentiments  have  been  broached  that  strike 
at  the  very  foundation  of  our  social  and  political  sys- 
tem. I speak  not  now  of  doctrines  promulgated  in 
any  one  state,  that  a man  ha3  no  right  to  leave  his 
ow  n properly,  acquired  by  his  own  labor  and  indus- 
try, to  his  own  children — and  other  like  absurdities 
— but  I refer  to  the  do  trines  maintained  here  and 
elsewhere,  that  no  set  of  men  can  bind  those  w ho 
are  to  come  after  them,  that  no  legislature  can  bind 
its  successors,  nor  make  any  contract  which  ano- 
ther legislature  may  not  repeal.  One  generation  not 
bind  their  successors!  Who  shall  mark  (he  lines 
that  separate  generations?  These  change  daily, 
hourly.  This  American  community  when  I began 
to  address  von,  was  composed  in  part,  of  men  not 
now  in  existence,  and  is  now  composed  in  part  of 
others  not  then  in  existence.  How  abhorrent  is  this 
doctrine  to  the  great  general  principle,  that  although 
individuals  may  flourish  or  decay,  states  are  immor- 
tal. Great  political  sovereignties  and  communities 
are  ever  young,  ever  green,  ever  identical.  Indivi- 
duals may  change,  as  the  aloms  of  our  bodies  change, 
but  communities  continue  to  exist,  as  our  bodies  do 
— with  this  exception,  that  whereas,  we  know  our 
bodies  are  mortal,  and  that  there  is  a time  appointed 
for  all  the  living,  and  that  we  must  all  return  to  the 
dust  from  which  we  sprang,  our  couutiy  will  sur- 
vive, and  at  that  last  moment  of  our  mortal  exist- 
ence, the  thoughts  rtf  it  will  stjll  dwell  in  our  hearts, 
and  the  aspiration  go  up,  that  she  may  be  immortal. 

(Mr.  Webster  then  sat  down  amid  cheers  olt  and 
again  repeated.) 

"This  may  be  nearly  accurale  in  ihe  present  condi- 
tion of  ihe  banks,  when  they  are  overburdened  with 
specie:  but  generally  speaking,  five  millions  are  equal 
to  the  whole  amount  of  specie  held  by  our  cry  banks. 
They  resumed  specie  payments  upon  five  and  a half 
millions.  This,  therefore,  greatly  strengthens  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s argument.  [Ed.  N.  Y.  Amec. 
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American  board  of  missions.  The  receipts  during 
the  past  year,  have  amounted  to  $141,691;  expendi- 
tures, $265,771.  .Balance  against  the  board,  $24,083. 

American  colonization  society.  The  receipts  for 
the  last  month,  were  $2,035,  including  $801  for  sales 
of  camwood  brought  by  the  Saluda  in  February  last. 

[Sun. 

Anthracite  iron  is  appropriately  termed  in  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Commercial  List  the  second  staple  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  first  being  coal.  That  paper  remarks 
that  although  not  one  year  has  elapsed  since  it  was 
brought  into  use,  it  has  already  increased  with  a ra- 
pidity that  may  fairly  be  taken  as  the  harbinger  of  what 
it  is  destined  to  become  in  a lew  years.  Within  the 
brief  period  of  nine  months  there  have  been  construct- 
ed and  are  now  in  blast,  three  furnaces,  making  iron 
of  the  first  quality,  with  no  other  fuel  than  anthracite 
coal.  They  have  been  in  blast  from  three  to  five 
months,  and  turn  out  each  from  40  to  50  tons  of  pig 
iron,  weekly.  During  this  lime  many  experiments 
have  been  made,  in  nearly  all  of  whom  it  has  been  sa- 
tisfactorily ascertained  that  they  can  be  managed  and 
kept  in  order  as  easily,  as  the  furnaces  using  charcoal 
or  coke.  Two  more  furnaces  are  erected,  which  are 
to  be  put  in  blast  this  month.  Sixteen  more  furnaces 
are  already  erected,  or  are  now  in  progress,  all  of  which 
will  use  anthracite  coal.  Four  large  rolling  mills,  with 
puddiing  furnaces  are  erected,  one  of  which  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  and  the  others  will  soon  commence 
manufacturing  with  coal  as  fuel.  Two  additional 
mills  are  to  be  put  up  this  winter  and  next  spring. 

The  above  twenty-one  furnaces  and  six  rolling  mills 
with  their  puddling  furnaces  will  all  use  anthracite 
coal  as  fuel.  Thirteen  of  the  furnaces  and  five  of  the 
mills,  are  located  on  the  line  of  the  Lehigh  and  Morris 
canal,  and  will  create  a tonnage  including  ore,  coal, 
limestone  and  pig  iron,  of  227,500  tons,  of  which 
amount  there  will  be  90,000  tons  of  coal  obtained  from 
the  Lehigh  mines.  [ American . 

Bennett’s  discovery  in  steam  machinery.  An  ex- 
perimental trip  was  made  a tew  days  since,  from  N. 
Yoik  to  Stonington,  by  the  steamboat  Eureka,  for  the 
purpose  of  witnessing  the  performance  of  some  ma- 
chinery, the  invention  of  Mr.  Bennet,  of  New  York, 
which  has  attracted  the  attention  of  machinists  and 
men  of  science,  and  which,  if  successful,  is  consider- 
ed scarcely  less  important  than  the  discovery  of  the 
application  of  steam  to  navigation.  The  object  of  the 
invention  is  to  save  heal,  or  to  obtain  the  power  by 
the  consumption  of  a third  or  fourth  of  the  fuel  now 
used,  making  a saving  of  two-thirds  the  expense,  and 
requiring  less  space  for  fuel,  which  is  of  vast  impor- 
tance, particularly  to  vessels  navigating  the  Atlantic. 
The  experiment  is  pronounced  a satisfactory  one.  The 
consumption  of  wood  during  the  trip  from  N.  York  to 
Stonington,  a distance  of  130  miles,  was  but  3|  cords, 
and,  on  her  return  trip,  3 cords.  The  usual  consump- 
tion of  steamboats  making  the  same  voyage  is  25 
cords  each  way.  [ Phila . Ledger. 

Canal.  The  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  was  opened 
at  Maurnee  city,  with  becoming  ceremonies  on  the  23d 
of  September. 

Cattle.  Of  nearly  1,400  head  offered  in  the  Balti- 
more market  on  Monday  last,  400  were  sold  at  from 
$4  50  to  $6  per  100  pounds  for  prime. 

Cotton  has  declined  j ct.  in  the  New  Orleans  mar- 
ket— 1,000  bales,  of  which  half  was  new,  sold  on  the 
30th  ult.  at  that  reduction. 

At  New  York  Gih  inst.  between  6 and  700  bales 
sold,  amongst  them  400  of  upland  at  10§. 

Sales  at  Savannah,  1,965  bales  at  7al0g;  Mobile,  old 
is  quoied  at  7a9I;  new  lOalOj. 

The  cotton  crop  of  1840.  Tullahassee,  Sept.  24.  The 
caterpilier  is  making  dreadful  ravages  through  the  en- 
tire cotton  growing  section  of  the  southwestern  slates. 

In  middle  Florida  not  a half  average  crop  will  be 
made.  The  long  staple  is  entirely  destroyed;  in  many 
fields  not  a pound  will  be  made  to  the  acre.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  fields  of  the  short  staple  or  green  seed, 
which  had  been  planted  late.  On  grounds  which  had 
been  early  planted,  the  number  of  balls  which  matured 
before  the  caterpilier  commencd  its  ravages,  will  insure 
a tolerable  crop.  Very  few  fields  have  been  left  un- 
touched. [Star. 

The  Caroline.  We  learn  that  McLeod,  a conspi- 
cuous actor  in  cutting  out  and  burning  the  Caroline, 
was  arrested  yesterday  at  Lockport,  and  committed  to 
the  jail  in  that  place.  He  was  indicted  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Niagara  county  early  in  1538,  ii  we  remember 
rightly,  and  will  probably  ho  tried  at  the  next  oyer  and 
terminer.  [Buffalo  Ado. 

The  Cesarean  operation  was  recently  performed 
for  the  second  time  in  England.  Both  mother  and 
child  were  doing  well.  The  surgeon  was  Dr.  White- 
head. 

The  Cunaeds.  It  is  reported  in  the  Germantown 
Telegraph,  that  the  brothers  Cunard,  the  proprietors 
or  originators  of  the  Liverpool,  Halifax  and  Boston 
line  ot  steam  packets,  are  the  sons  of  Abraham  Cunard, 
who  was  horn  at  what  is  commonly  called,  “The 
Neck,”  three  or  four  miles  below'  Philadelphia,  where 
he  resided  with  his  father  until  the  commencement  of 
the  American  revolution,  when,  the  family  taking  part. 
v.;h  the  mother  country,  left  with  the  British,  and  took 
up  their  residence  at  Halifax,  where  Abraham,  in  due 
time,  entered  extensively  into  commercial  business, 


which  he  prosecuted  for  many  years  with  great  suc- 
cess. He  continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death, 
leaving  a very  large  estate  to  his  children — among 
which  were  those  to  whom  we  now  have  particular 
reference. 

Daguerrotype  miniatures.  W e would  advise  such 
of  our  friends  as  may  be  desirous  of  obtaining  a “coun- 
terfeit presentment”  of  themselves,  at  the  smallest  ex- 
pense of  time,  trouble  and  money,  to  call  upon  Messrs. 
Lisley  & Prosch,  at  149  Broadway,  the  corner  of  Li- 
berty street.  If  they  can  keep  their  countenance  for 
the  space  of  half  a minute,  they  may  be  daguerrotyped 
to  perfection.  We  believe  that  the  Yankees  are  the 
first  who  have  applied  the  art  to  the  uses  which  are  the 
most  certain  to  remunerate  those  who  practise  it. — 
Among  the  likenesses  taken  by  those  gentlemen  that 
would  be  familiar  to  many  of  our  citizens,  we  noticed 
an  excellent  one  of  Mr.  Attorney  General  Hall,  and  of 
the  rev.  Mr.  Kirk.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

Deaths  last  week  in  Boston  39;  in  Baltimore  52,  of 
which  17  were  under  2 years  of  age,  11  were  colored — 
all  free. 

Exchange.  The  rate  of  foreign  has  gone  up  in  New 
York  to  108|al09,  which  again  invites  the  export  of 
specie. 

An  earthquake.  A severe  shock  of  an  earthquake 
was  felt  at  Hamilton,  U.  C.  on  Saturday,  ISth  of  Sep- 
tember. There  was  a rumbling  noise  in  the  earth,  and 
some  buildings  were  slightly  shaken.  To  those  who 
were  in  bed  at  the  time,  it  seemed  as  if  some  heavy 
body  had  rubbed  against  the  wall,  followed  by  a tre- 
mulous motion.  At  the  bay  shore  the  noise  is  repre- 
sented to  have  been  like  the  roaring  of  the  sea,  the 
lake  at  the  same  time  being  unruffled  by  a ripple.  The 
whole  passed  off  in  about  ten  seconds.  Its  course 
apparently  was  from  W.  to  E. 

Fanny  Elssler.  The  Boston  Courier  publishes  a 
correspondence  between  Fanny  Elssler  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  association,  by 
which  it  appears  the  danseuse  makes  known  her  in- 
tentions to  give  the  association  the  sum  of  $1,000,  “or 
her  professional  services,  at  the  discretion  of  the  pre- 
sident and  committee.” 

The  president  in  his  reply  express  the  wish  “that 
md’lle  Elssler  should  exercise  her  own  choice,  and 
consult  her  own  convenience,  in  regard  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  her  generous  sympathy  shall  be  indulg- 
ed.” 

Fisherman  seized.  A letter  from  Sydney,  C.  B.  of 
11th  ult.  says: — “Fishing  schooner  Pallas,  Haskell,  of 
Gloucester,  was  captured  and  brought  into  this  port  on 
the  6tti  inst.  by  the  cutter  John  Louisa  Wallace,  For- 
rester, commander,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  treaty. 
The  vessel  has  been  stripped  and  the  officers  and  crew 
sent  on  shore.  The  validity  of  the  seizure  is  doubted 
and  will  be  contested.” 


Flour.  At  New  York  84  87a5  for  Gennesee;  $5 
37  j for  Georgetown. 

Baltimore  markets  remain  stationary  at  our  last  quo- 
tations. The  inspections  of  last  week  were  12,272 
bbls.  and  911  half  bbls. 

At  Alexandria  $5  wagon  price. 

At  Mobile  $6  50a7  for  Baltimore,  and  $5a6  25  for  s. 
f.  western. 

Erie  canal  trade.  Canal  collector's  office , Buffalo, 
Oct.  1,  1840.  Below  you  have  a statement  of  flour  and 
wheat  cleared  at  this  office,  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, and  tolls  received  for  1840  and  1S39: 

Bbls.  fio  ir.  Buslii  wheat.  Tolls. 

1840,  68,947  , 239,231  $48,064  25 

1839,  23,307  147,545  25,805  63 


Increase,  45,640  91,636  $22,198  62 

Thos.  Farnham,  col’r. 

The  Illinois  bonds.  The  chancellor  of  New  York 
has  decided  in  favor  of  the  state  against  Delafield.  An 
appeal  will  he  taken  it  is  said. 

Col.  Karnes,  the  greatest  pioneer  and  Indian  fighter 
that  Texas  ever  had,  is  reported  to  have  died  at  San 
Antonio  on  the  16th. 


Longevity.  The  Post  Ampt  Gazette,  of  Frankfort, 
says  there  is  now  living  at  Moscow,  the  widow  of  a 
dealer  in  skins,  who  has  attained  her  157lh  year. 
When  123  she  married  her  fifth  husband.  All  her  al- 
liances has  been  prosperous  and  happy.  She  is  still  in 
possession  of  all  her  mental  faculties. 

Robert  McConachy.  Governor  Porter  has  signed 
the  death  warrant  of  Robert  McConachy,  who  for  the 
sake  of  a few  dollars  murdered  the  whole  of  the  Brown 
family,  six  in  number.  He  is  to  be  executed  on  the  6th 
of  November. 

New  Orleans,  has  doubled  its  population  in  the 
last  ten  years.  The  precise  returns  of  the  census  are 
as  follows: 

First  municipality  52,000 

Second  do.  21,023 

Third  do.  29,168 


* Total,  102,191 

Normal  schools  in  France.  There  are  in  France 
78  primary  normal  or  model  schools  destined  to  form 
primary  teachers.  The  number  of  pupils  educating 
for  teachers  in  these  establishments  is  about  2,400. 
860  pupils  annually  obtain  brevets  of  capacity,  either 
for  primary  elementary  instruction  or  primary  superior 


instruction.  2,356  places  of  primary  teachers  become 
disposable  each  year,  either  by  deaths,  or  resignation, 
or  new  creations.  The  number  of  pupils  who  receive 
brevets  annually  as  teachers  being  860,  there  are  1,546 
places  to  dispose  of  either  for  youths  who  are  intend- 
ed for  primary  instruction  without  passing  though  the 
moral  schools,  or  for  religious  corporations. 

[. Moniteur . 

New  York  city  assessment.  According  to  the  as- 
sessors’ statements,  the  value  of  property  in  the  city  of 
New  York  lias  decreased  within  the  last  year  thus; 
Decrease  in  the  value  of  real  estate  for 

1840,  $9,607,500 

Decrease  in  the  value  of  personal  estate,  4,336,286 


$13, 943, 786- 

Orange  crop.  The  Baltimore  American  says:  “It 
is  said  that  the  orange  crop  will  increased  the  revenue 
of  St.  John’s  county,  Florida,  $200,000  this  year. 

Resumption.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  yester- 
day says:  the  arrangement  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  all  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  is  we  are 
told,  favorably  progressing. 

Right  of  suffrage.  The  Philadelphia  U.  States 
Gazette  states  that  a trial  of  much  interest  before  the 
supremo  court  of  New  Jersey,  has  just  closed.  Colo- 
nel Thomas  Cadwalladeiywho  was  a native  of  Ewing, 
in  that  state,  and  who,  in  1825,  inherited  the  property 
on  which  he  resided,  and  who  paid  property  and  per- 
sonal taxes  there,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  spending 
.his  winters  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia — in  the  latter 
city  he  hired  a house  by  the  year,  for  two  years  and 
lived  in  it — returning  in  the  spring  to  his  place  in  New 
Jersey.  On  attempting  to  vote  at  the  state  and  con- 
gressional election  in  1838,  his  vote  was  denied  on  the 
grounds  that  he  had  lost  his  citizenship  in  New  Jersey. 
He  sued  the  judges  of  the  election,  and  the  court  decid- 
ed that  his  vote  was  unlawfully  rejected,  and  judgment 
was  entered  accordingly. 

Slaver  Catharine.  In  discharging  the  cargo  into 
the  custom  house  stores,  under  the  direction  of  the 
British  consul,  there  have  been  found  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pairs  of  iron  manacles  for  the  feet  of  the  slaves. 

[A7.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

Specie.  The  packets  which  sailed  from  N.  York 
for  Europe  on  Thursday,  carried  out  upwards  of  half 
a million  in  specie.  The  British  Queen  had  about 
$200,090,  and  the  Havre  packet  ship  Charles  Carroll 
had  $313,000.  The  New  York  Star  remarks — “This 
drain  is,  however,  rather  a relief  than  otherwise  to 
Wall  street.  The  arrivals  of  coin  have  been  very 
large  of  late,  and  more  daily  expected.  It  is  about  1 
to  li  per  cent,  better  to  ship  specie  to  Havre  than  to 
buy  bills  at  5 17|. 

Temperance.  Father  Mathew  recently  administered 
the  temperance  pledge  to  100,000  persons  in  Dublin  in 
two  days. 


Tobacco.  The  demand  remains  brisk,  and  our  last 
quotation  of  prices  are  fully  maintained.  Sales  have 
been  effected  to  a large  amount. 

The  tobacco  crop  of  Maryland.  From  present  ap- 
pearances will  fall  this  year  somewhat  short  of  an 
average  in  quantity  and  the  quality  will  be  good. 

Western  traders.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  states 
that  a company  of  traders  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
C.  Fristoe,  consisting  of  13  wagons  and  60  men,  ar- 
rived at  Independence,  Mo.  on  the  11th  ult.  bringing 
about  $60,000  in  specie. 


Wesleyan  society.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  returns  made  to  the  late  conference  of  the  number 
of  members  in  the  society,  showing  an  increase  during 
the  year  of  22,551: 

t 1810,  323.178 
J 1S39,  307,063 

Increase,  16,110 


Great  Britain, 


Ireland, 


For’n  stations. 


■ 1 


i 1840, 

1839, 

1840, 
1839, 


27,0-17 

26,333 

1 

78,504 

72,727 


-Increase,  631 


-Increase,  5,777 


Total  increase,  22,551 

Reported  as  on  trial  in  Great  Britain,  in  

March,  1840,  19,603 

Wheat.  15,000  bushels  sold  at  N.  York  at  $1  Of) 
a $1  03,  mostly  lor  export  to  Ireland.  In  Baltimore  90 
to$l  00  for  Virginia  and  Maryland  red — Pennsylvnia 
$1  04  a $1  06. 

Wines  and  spirits  in  London.  The  quantity  of 
wines  imported  into  London  between  January  1, 1840, 
and  July  1,  of  the  same  year,  on  which  duties  have 
been  secured,  is  2,057,551  gallons — being  70,447  gal- 
lons less  than  were  imported  during  the  same  period 
last  year. 

The  total  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  imported  into 
London  during  the  same  period,  was  as  follows: 
brandy  242,945  gallons,  gin  2,076,  rum  919,175 — which 
is  less  by  129,710  gallons,  than  were  imported  during 
the  same  months  last  year.  This  diminution  in  the 
amount  of  wines  and  spirits  imported  into  London,  is 
probably  partly  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  domestic 
manufacture  of  foreign  liquors — and  partly  owing  to 
the  progress  of  the  temperance  cause. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

TEXAS. 

Dates  of  the  19th  ult.  have  been  received  at  New 
Orleans  from  Galveston,  and  of  the  9th  from  Aus- 
tin. We  regret  to  notice  the  death  of  col.  Karnes, 
a meritorious  officer  in  the  Texian  army.  His  lame 
stood  very  high  as  an  Indian  fighter  and  pioneer. — 
General  Felix  Huston  had  recovered  from  sickness 
brought  on  by  fatigue  in  pursuing  the  savages.  A 
public  dinner  had  been  tendered  him  at  Austin  by 
way  of  acknowledgment  for  his  gallantry  in  the  late 
skirmish  with  the  Cumanches.  Col.  W.  G.  Cook 
had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  1st  re- 
giment of  infantry,  in  place  of  col.  Burleson,  re- 
signed. A decided  improvement  is  announced  in 
the  health  of  president  Lamar,  who  had  been  ailing 
•for  some  time.  In  Galveston  they  are  about  erect- 
ing an  Episcopal  church.  A fair  wa3  held  there  on 
the  17th  ult.  to  raise  funds  for  the  purpose.  The 
inhabitants  had  returned  to  Linnville,  and  were  bu- 
sily engaged  in  repairing  the  injuries  done  by  the 
savage  enemy.  The  loss  in  buildings  and  other 
propeity  is  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Advices  were  received  at  Austin  by  express 
from  San  Antonio,  stating  that  an  army  of  Mexican 
centralists,  one  thousand  stor.g,  had  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande.  They  were  in  pursuit,  probably,  of  the  fe- 
deralists . The  health  of  Texas  appears  to  be  good. 
The  Indians  have  fled  into  the  mountains,  and  all 
apprehensions  of  danger  from  that  quarter  are  lor 
the  present  dismissed.  [ Bulletin . 

Recognition' of  Texas.  We  learn  from  an  authen- 
tic source  that  advices  were  received  by  the  Great 
Western,  to  the  effect  that  the  governments  of  Hol- 
land and  Belgium  had  authorised  their  ministers  in 
London  to  treat  with  general  Hamilton,  for  the  con- 
clusion of  a treaty  of  recognition,  amity  and  com- 
merce with  the  new  republic  of  Texas;  and  that 
gen.  Hamilton,  the  diplomatic  plenipotentiary  of 
Texas,  was  about  to  repair  to  London  for  that  pur- 
pose- [iV.  Y.  Courier. 

CANADA. 

There  have  lately  been  some  acts  of  incendia- 
rism committed  along  the  Canada  border,  but  no 
suspicion  rest  on  Americans  as  the  authors  of  the 
villainy,  and  there  is  generally  a good  understand- 
ing between  the  inhabitants  on  the  different  sides 
of  the  line. 

Some  of  the  Canadian  papers  speak  in  strono- 
terms  ol  the  injudicious  management  of  the  home 
government.  There  are  a million  and  half  of  souls 
in  British  North  America,  says  the  Quebec  Ga- 
zette, who  have  been  sincerely  disposed  to  acquit 
themselves  of  their  duty  of  allegiance  to  the  Bri- 
tish crown,  even  at  the  hazard  of  seeing  their 
country  desolated  by  a war  with  the  population  of 
the  neighboring  states,  with  whom  they  can  have 
no  ground  of  quarrel.  But  if  people  in  England 
will  undertake  to  manage  the  affairs  of  these  colo- 
nies in  the  way  they  have  been  managed  of  late, 
giving  credence  to  those  who  know  little  about  the 
colonies,  and  to  have  no  permanent  interest  in 
them,  it  will  be  found  that  they  are  difficult  to 
manage,  and  will  cost  more  than  they  are  worth. 

,,  - [A.  York  Herald. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  northeastern  boundary.  A few  days 
since  we  met  with  a gentleman  from  the  state  of 
Maine,  who  informed  us  that  on  the  5th  ult.  a party 
of  surveyors  under  capt.  A.  Tolcott,  U.  S.  commis- 
sioner, left  Canaan,  Vt.  for  the  head  waters  of  Con- 
necticut river,  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  the  sources 
of  the  Magalloway  river.  A branch  of  the  party  to 
which  our  informant  belonged,  proceeded  through 
Bury,  and  are  now  examining  the  sources  of  Arnold 
river,  at  the  head  of  Megantic  lake,  where  they  ex- 
pect to  meet  their  companions  from  the  head  of  the 
Connecticut. 

The  party  are  then  to  proceed  along  the  dividing 
highlands  to  the  Kennebec  road.  Another  party 
under  professor  Renwick  have  proceeded  to  the 
Restigouche  bay,  from  whence  they  are  to  trace  the 
highlands  agreeable  to  the  treaty,  and  expect  to 
meet  the  first  party  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Kennebec 
road.  A third  party  under  major  Graham,  is  em- 
ployed in  running  the  meridian  line  trom  Mars  hill. 

[Sherbroke  Journal. 


the  past,  we  apprehend  that  the  time  designated  in 
the  convention  lor  the  completion  of  the  labors  of 
the  board  will  be  far  too  short.  [Aaf.  hit. 


Cochran’s  cannon.  The  New  York  Herald 
contains  a very  interesting  account  of  a trial  of 
Cockran’s  cannon,  which  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last,  at  Sandy  Hook,  under  the  direction  of  captain 
Newton  of  the  United  States  frigate  Fulton,  and  Mr. 
Cochran  the  inventor.  The  trial  was  very  satisfac- 
tory in  every  particular,  its  peculiar  faculties  con- 
sist in  discharging  twelve  balls  per  minute,  taking 
eight  each  time,  in  its  having  three  breeches,  thus  do- 
ing away  with  the  possibility  of  failing  as  most  guns 
do  at  the  breech,  it  does  not  recoil,  and  requires  but 
four  men  to  man  it.  In  the  British  service  eleven 
men  are  necessary  to  manage  a 64  pounder. 

Letters  for  Europe.  The  Boston  papers  say: 
“There  is  no  charge  on  letters  conveyed  to  England 
by  the  Cunard  line  of  steamers  from  this  port.  All 
that  is  needful  to  be  done,  is  to  have  them  lodged  at 
the  post  office,  in  Boston,  before  10  o’clock  on  the 
1st  and  15th  of  the  month.  The  post  office  charge 
is  one  cent  on  each  letter,  thick  or  thin.  If  letters 
are  sent  by  mail  to  Boston,  by  paying  postage  they 
will  be  forwarded.” 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  United  States  and  Mexico.  We  regret  to 
learn  that  very  little  progress  had  been  made  by  the 
joint  commission  under  treaty  with  Mexico  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
against  Mexico,  before  their  adjournment  for  seve- 
ral weeks,  which  took  place  some  weeks  ago.  We 
are  mortified  by  this  information,  because,  having 
been  decided  and  earnest  advocates  for  an  amicable 
adjudication  and  final  arbitration  of  those  claims, 
in  preference  to  a resort  to  arms  tor  redress  of  the 
alleged  grievances  of  our  citizens,  as  proposed  to 
congress  by  the  executive,  we  looked  with  con- 
fidence to  a prompt  and  just  action  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

In  accordance  with  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  the  government  of  Mexico  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  referred  to,  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  two  countries  were  to  have  met  on 
the  7th  of  July;  and  at  that  time  the  very  respecta- 
ble commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  were  ready  to  commence  their  labors. 
Owing  to  some  causes  with  which  we  are  unac- 
quainted, the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Mexico 
did  not  arrive  in  this  city,  the  place  designated  in 
the  convention  for  their  meeting,  until  the  middle  of 
August. 

Since  the  17th  of  August,  the  commissioners 
have  had  regular  meetings  until  within  a few  days 
past,  when  they  adjourned  for  a short  time  without 
having  established  any  rules  for  their  future  govern- 
ment in  the  adjudication  of  the  multifarious  claims 
that  will  be  presented  to  their  consideration.  A 
painful  anxiety  is  naturally  felt  on  this  subject  by 
the  claimants,  to  whose  position  the  public  cannot 
be  supposed  to  be  insensible. 

We  are  at  a loss  to  imagine  what  difficulties  could 
have  arisen  to  frustrate  an  object  so  indispensable 
to  a judicial  tribunal  (in  which  light  this  board  of 
commissioners  must  be  considered)  as  fixed  rules  of 
action. 

Where  the  responsibility  rests  for  this  procrastina- 
tion, or  rather  from  this  omission  to  act  at  all,  we 
are  unable  to  determine.  Judging  of  the  future  by 


the  army. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army. 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington  Aug.  25,  1840. 

General  orders  No.  43. 

I —  The  3d  and  8th  regiments  of  infantry  will 
proceed  to  join  the  army  in  Florida,  agreeably  to 
the  special  instructions  communicated  from  the  ad- 
jutant general’s  office.  The  present  garrisons  of 
Forts  Towson,  Jesup  and  Smith,  will  be  relieved 
by  detachments  from  the  4th  infantry,  to  consist  of 
one  company  for  each  post. 

II —  The  new  work  at  Fort  Wayne  will  be  sus- 
pended until  further  orders,  and  lieut.  col.  Mason,  of 
the  1st  dragoons,  with  his  command,  will  take  post 
at  Fort  Gibson. 

III —  A field  officer  and  two  companies  of  the  2d 
regiment  of  artillery  will  take  post  at  Madison  bar- 
racks, in  time  to  relieve  the  infantry  garrison  on 
the  25th  of  September. 

IV —  Surgeon  Harney  will  repair  without  delay 

to  Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  and  report  in  person  to  the 
commanding  general.  Assistant  surgeon  Maffit 
will  repair  to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  relieve  sur- 
geon Macomb,  who  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
join  the  8th  infantry,  and  accompany  it  to  Florida. 
Assistant  surgeons  Leonard  and  Griffin  will  each 
accompany  a detachment  of  the  3d  infantry  to  Flo- 
rida, pursuant  *o  the  instructions  they  may  receive 
from  general  Arbuckle.  Surgeon  Jarvis  and  assis- 
tant surgeons  Abadig  and  Motte  will  remain  at 
their  stations  until  further  orders.  By  order  of 
raaj.  gen.  Macomb,  R.  Jones,  adjt.  gen. 

Military  movements.  The  New  York  Commer- 
cial says  that  on  the  Istinstanta  detachment  of  213 
recruits,  for  the  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  embarked 
on  board  the  ship  Leopard,  bound  for  Tampa  Bay, 
Florida.  Captain  Pegrain  commanding  the  detach- 
ment, with  lieutenants  Reynolds,  Lancaster,  Cald- 
well and  Carpenter,  attached  to  the  command. — 
These  officers  all  belong  to  the  1st  regiment  of  in- 
fantry. 

On  the  3d  instant  another  detachment  of  239  re- 
cruiis  for  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry  embarked  on 
board  the  ship  Moslem,  also  bound  for  Tampa  Bay. 
Captain  Hoffman,  of  the  6‘tli  infantry,  in  command 
of  the  detachment,  with  lieutenants  Monroe,  Lo- 
vell, Armistead,  Maciay  and  Irwin  of  the  same  re- 
giment attached  to  the  command. 

On  the  6th  instant  a third  detachment  of  143  re- 
cruits, for  the  2d  regiment  of  infantry,  left  Gover- 
nor’s Island,  and  took  passage  on  board  the  ship 
John  Cummirig,  for  Savannah,  and  thence  will  take 
other  conveyance  for  St.  Augustine.  Lieut.  Pen- 
rose, 2d  infantry,  commands  this  detachment.  The 
following  officers  are  with  him: — Lieuts.  Tilden 
and  Bacon,  2d  infantry;  li net.  Johnson,  3d  infantry, 
and  lieuts.  Sherman  and  Field,  3d  artillery. 

The  following  regiments  are  now  in  Florida,  or 
on  their  W’ay  there:  2d  dragoons,  3d  artillery,  1st, 

2d,  3d,  6th,  7lh  and  8th  regiments  of  infantry. 

1st  regiment  of  artillery  is  stationed  along  the 
north  eastern  frontier. 

2d  regiment  artillery  at  Buffalo,  Niagara,  Ro- 
chester and  Sackett’s  Harbor. 

4th  regiment  of  artillery  in  Michigan. 

4th  regiment  of  infantry  at  Forts  Gibson,  Smith, 
Towson  and.Jesup. 

5th  regiment  of  infantry  on  the  upper  lakes,  and 
upper  Mississippi. 

1st  regiment  of  dragoons  on  the  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

These  comprise  all  the  troops  of  the  regular  ser- 
vice. 

Death.  At  the  residence  of  gov.  Call,  at  Talla- 
hassee, Middle  Florida,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  lieut. 
col.  John  Green,  of  the  6th  infantry,  U.  S.  army. 
Col.  Green  entered  the  U.  S.  service  in  1812,  as  a 
subaltern  of  the  22d  infantry;  he  was  subsequently 
appointed  adjutant  of  this  regiment  by  its  colonel, 
(now  brig.  gen.  Hugh  Brady,  of  the  army).  He 
served  with  reputation  in  the  different  engagements 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  campaign  of  1814, 
during  which  period  he  was  promoted  to  a captain- 
cjr.%He  was  retained  on  the  “peace  establishment” 
of  1815,  and,  after  eighteen  years’  service  as  a cap- 
tain in  the  3d  regiment  of  infantry,  was  promoted, 
in  1833,  to  the  majority  of  the  5th,  and  in  1838  he 
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was  promoted  to  be  lieut.  col.  of  ttie  Clh  infantry, 
of  which  he  was  in  command  at  the  period  ot  his 
death.  [Nat.  Intel. 

Florida.  The  Savannah  Georgian  has  the  follow- 
ing intelligence  from  Florida. 

St.  Augustine,  Sept.  11.  Indian  fight.  On  Sun- 
day last,  lieut.  Hanson,  7th  infantry,  discovering 
numerous  signs  around  his  post  at  W acahaota,  pro- 
ceeded with  30  men  in  search  ot  the  trail.  He  had 
not  advanced  far  before  he  received  a heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy  who  appeared  in  large  force.  One 
of  his  men  was  killed  and  four  wounded  whom  he 
succeeded  in  taking  back  to  the  garrison.  There 
was  over  an  hundred  Indians. 

Another  letter  in  the  same  paper  says: — “1  have 
just  conversed  with  a gentleman  direct  from  New- 
nansville,  who  states  that  the  body  of  Geiger  was 
not  found  until  Thursday  10th.  When  lound,  it 
exhibited  one  of  the  most  revolting  spectacles  of 
fiendish  vengeance,  seen  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war.  He  was  first  whipped  until  his  back 
was  a mass  of  clotted  goie,  his  legs  were  ripped 
from  his  feet  to  his  hips,  then  cut  with  a knife  en- 
tirely round  until  his  upper  parts  were  nearly  se- 
parated from  his  lower,  his  heart  taken  out,  and  his 
head  cut  off.  His  head  has  not  been  found.  He 
was  one  of  a party  of  volunteers  stationed  at  Fort 
Walker,  who  carried  the  express  to  lieut.  Hanson, 
informing  him  of  the  Indian  sign. 

Major  generals  Macomb  and  Scott  were  both  at 
Saratoga  a few  days  since. 

THE  NAVY. 

Commodore  Warrington,  it  is  understood,  will 
succeed  commodore  Wadsworth  as  navy  commis- 
sioner— the  latter  having  been  appointed  inspector 
of  ordinance  and  ammunition  for  the  navy. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Levant,  Joseph 
Smoot,  esq.  commander,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on 
Wednesday  from  New  York,  whence  she  sailed  on 
the  3d  instant.  The  usual  salute  was  exchanged 
with  the  U.  S.  flag  ship  Delaware.  Officers  and 
crew  all  well.  She  proceeded  up  to  the  navy  yard; 
she  will  take  the  place  of  the  Vandalia  in  the  dry 
dock  in  two  or  three  days,  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
going some  repairs  before  proceeding  on  her  voyage 
lo  the  West  Indies. 

Capt.  Silas  H.  Stringham  is  ordered  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  ship  of  war  Boston,  now  fitting  out, 
and  destined  &3  one  of  the  squadron  of  obseivation 
in  the  China  seas. 

The  United  States  frigate  constitution,  and  United 
States  schooner  Boxer,  were  at  Callo,  July  16,  U. 
States  ship  St.  Louis  was  on  a cruise  among  the  is- 
lands. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  W'ar  Concord,  commander, 
Wm.  Boorum,  sailed  from  Boston  a few  days  since, 
to  join  the  West  India  squadron. 

The  United  States  mail  packet  schooner  Hayne, 
captain  Griffiths,  from  Havana,  via  Key  West  and 
Indian  Key,  arrived  at  quarantine  yesterday. 

A passenger  in  the  Hayne,  writes  us  that  the  U. 
S.  scho'oner  Otsego,  commanded  by  lieut.  Shubrick, 
captured  a small  sloop,  on  the  8th  Sept,  called  the 
Liberty  near  Key  West  light  house,  under  the  belief 
that  she  was  a pirate.  There  were  six  men  on 
board,  who  proved  to  be  mechanics  of  New  Orleans, 
who  had  been  spending  the  summer  months  at  the 
Bahamas.  [A.  O.  Pic. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Athens  and  Madison  have  elected  whig  represen- 
tatives, making  the  whole  number  96  certainly — 
and  probably  99,  three  towns  being  disputed  by  the 
administration.  The  whole  number  of  representa- 
tives will  be  185 — or  if  Madawaska  sends,  186. 
Several  towns  have  not  yet  elected. 

[ Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

VERMONT. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  convened  at  Mont- 
pelier on  the  8th  inst.  By  a letter  in  the  Boston 
Post,  we  learn  that  the  official  vote  for  governor  is 
as  follows: 

Jenisori,  whig,  33,435 

Dillingham,  V.  B.  22,637 


Whig  majority,  10,798 

The  votes  of  Barre  and  Vershire  appear  to  have 
been  thrown  out  on  account  of  informality.  In- 
cluding these  towns,  Dillingham’s  vote  in  the  state 
is  23,050.  Last  year,  22,257.  Increase,  793. 
Excluding  these  towns,  the  increase  3S0.  Increase 
of  the  whig  vote,  nearly  9,000. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  governor  of  Massachusetts  has  appointed 
Thursday  the  26fh  of  November,  as  a day  of 
thanksgiving  in  that  state. 

Levi  Lincoln  has  been  nominated  for  re-election 
in  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Massachusetts. 


NEW  YORK. 

Registering  voters.  The  number  of  voters  regis- 
tered in  the  city  of  New  York  when  the  books  clos- 
ed on  Saturday  night,  the  10th  instant,  was  43,720, 
which  is  2,500  more  than  ever  voted  there.  The 
number  will  be  increased  as  the  registers  have  a 
right  to  give  certificates  to  those  who  could  not  re- 
gister during  the  legal  lime.  The  New  York  cor- 
respondent of  the  National  Intelligencer,  says: 

“Four  of  our  courts  have  been  busy  some  weeks 
past  in  making  American  citizens,  and  the  number 
naturalized  is  unusually  large;  I have  not  the  means 
of  knowing  how  many.” 

Nomination . Ogden  Hoffman,  Moses  H.  Grin- 
nell,  Edward  Curtis  and  James  Munroe,  members 
of  congress  from  New  York,  have  been  nominated 
by  the  wliigs  for  re-election. 

The  Auburn  conservative  convention.  We  have 
just  returned  from  this  glorious  gathering  of  the 
unchanged  and  unterrified  democratic  republicans 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  language  cannot  con- 
vey to  our  readers  an  adequate  sense  of  the  intense 
interest,  and  deep  and  grateful  emotions  excited  by 
this  great  congregation  of  the  people.  It  was,  per- 
haps, the  largest  delegated  convention  ever  assem- 
bled within  this  state.  Although  called  as  a con- 
vention of  delegates,  the  people  themselves  came. 
Feeling  the  danger  of  the  public  liberty,  as  well  as 
the  blighting  influence  of  the  despotic  measures  of 
the  federal  administration,  they  have  rallied  around 
the  ever  glorious  standard  of  Jeffersonian  republi- 
canism, as  they  did  in  1800,  and  expressed  their  firm 
determination  again  to  conquer  under  that  banner. 

The  delegation  from  this  city,  doubled  the  num- 
bers that  attended  from  this  place,  the  federal  young 
men’s  mass  convention  at  Syracuse,  on  the  30th 
ult.  and  the  number  assembled  at  our  place  of  meet- 
ing, far  exceeded  the  whole  federal  assemblage  at 
Syracuse.  These  factsspeak  volumes  of encouiage- 
ment  to  the  gallant  Spaitan  band,  and  of  warning 
to  the  apostate  federal  administration,  which  has 
sought  by  every  measure  and  all  means,  to  estab- 
lish a supreme  executive  power. 

The  hon.  William  C.  Rives  and  the  hon.  Hugh 
S.  Lc-gare,  accompanied  the  New  York  delegation, 
and  their  passage  was  marked  at  every  point  with 
the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  popular  re- 
spect and  esteem,  making  the  trip  to  Auburn  little 
less  than  a triumphal  progress.  Notwithstanding 
the  heavy  rain  on  Wednesday,  commencing sho>  tly 
after  the  departure  of  the  delegates  from  Alban}',  at 
every  stopping  place  the  cars  were  immediately 
surrounded  by  the  people,  anxious  to  see,  and  ex- 
press their  gratitude  to,  the  noble  and  independent 
son  of  Virginia,  who  had  offered  himself  upas  a 
sacrifice  for  the  country,  should  the  power  of  the 
president  and  the  intolerance  of  party  tyranny  prove 
too  strong  for  the  popular  will.  It  must  have  glad- 
dened the  inmost  recesses  of  the  heart  of  old  Vir- 
ginia’s “favorite  son,”  to  receive  these  unbought  and 
unpurchasable  testimonials  of  grateful  esteem  from 
the  democracy  of  New  York.  He  may  bear  to 
Virginia  the  confident  assurance,  that  as  New  York 
stood  by  her  Jefferson,  in  the  great  political  strug- 
gle of  1S00,  she  will  now,  in  1840,  stand  by  her 
Rives  in  defence  of  the  great  principles  of  our  re- 
publican government,  in  rescuing  the  administray 
tion  from  the  hand  of  an  usurper  of  the  popular 
rights,  and  restore  the  integrity  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution, and  the  supremacy  of  the  people.  He 
who  has  seen  the  popular  demonstration  of  the  pre- 
sent week,  may  read  in  letters  of  light,  the  position 
of  New  York,  defined  by  a majority  of  at  least 
twenty  thousand,  on  the  side  of  liberty  and  law  against 
executive  usurpation  and  dictation. 

But  the  glory  of  the  progress  was  eclipsed  by  the 
splendor  of  the  convention  itself!  There  were  the 
people,  in  their  majesty,  assembled  to  deliberate 
upon  their  grievances,  and  to  repeat  and  renew  to 
each  other  their  high  resolves  and  stern  determina- 
tion to  maintain  the  principles  of  the  Jeffersonian 
democracy,  and  defend  the  constitution  at  every 
hazard  and  at  any  sacrifice.  “They  will  be  free,” 
and  they,  themselves,  have  “struck  the  blow.” 

The  number  assembled  upon  the  ground  at  the 
opening  of  the  convention  in  die  afternoon,  was 
variously  estimated  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand, 
and  probably  was  not  less  than'  twelve  thousand, 
including  a large  number  of  ladies.  It  was  an 
airdence  composed  of  those  daring  and  resolute 
men  who  had  remembered,  when  their  principles 
were  invaded  and  their  liberties  endangered,  that 
“they  had  a country  to  save,  as  well  as  a party  to 
serve!”  It  was  a congregation  of  as  much  energy, 
moral  integrity  and  intelligence,  as  it  has  ever  been 
our  good  fortune  to  witness.  It  was  refreshing  to 
the  soul  of  any  patriot  to  look  upon  that  great  body 
of  freemen,  assembled  to  perform  their  high  duties. 

The  convention  had  been  organized  in  the  fore- 
noon by  appointing  general  James  Tallrnadge,  pre 
sident,  and  Henry  W.  Hicks  and  Robert  Haight, 


secretaries  pro.  tern.  A retiring  committee  was  then 
appointed  to  report  an  organization  of  the  conven- 
tion. Mr.  John  L.  Graham,  from  that  committee, 
reported  for  president  of  the  convention,  the  vete- 
ran democract,  and  officer  of  the  army  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  member  of  the  electoral  college,  which 
gave  the  vote  of  this  state  to  Mr.  Jefferson — general 
Pierre  Van  Courtland,  of  Westchester. 

After  the  organization  had  been  completed,  the 
convention  took  a recess  for  dinner,  and  met  in  the 
afternoon  in  the  spacious  ground  in  front  of  the  the- 
ological seminary.  The  non.  N.  P.  Tallrnadge,  al- 
ter making  a few  remarks  to  the  convention,  intro- 
duced to  the  vast  assembly,  the  hon.  William  C. 
Rives,  of  Virginia.  His  appearance  was  hailed  with 
the  most  enthusiastic  huzzas. 

For  lour  hours  Mr.  Rives  enchained  the  attention 
of  his  great  auditory  in  a speech,  which  for  solidity 
of  reasoning,  elegance  of  diction,  happy  flow  of 
language,  and  beautiful  manner  of  delivery,  may 
challenge  a comparison  with  any  which  the  crisis 
has  called  forth.  We  shall  not  do  him  the  injustice 
to  attempt  a description  of  his  eloquent  and  master- 
ly performance,  but  have  made  arrangements  lo 
place  a report  of  it,  (which  wants,  however,  the 
happy  effect  of  his  manner)  before  our  readers. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Rives’  remarks,  the  assem- 
blage, still  unthinned,  called  for  Mr.  Legare,  who 
rose  fo  make  an  apology,  but  obeyed  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  made  a speech.  It  is  impossible  to 
pourtray  a speech  of  Mr.  Legare’s.  Combiningthe 
most  varied  and  critical  learning  with  the  highest 
rhetorical  powers,  and  a rapid  flow  of  thought  with 
an  impassioned  and  impressive  manner,  he  surpris- 
ed and  highly  delighted  his  auditory.  But  we  have 
not  space  for  further  remark.  At  the  close  of  Mr. 
Legare’s  speech.  Mr.  Hoxie  favored  the  people  with 
a song.  Mr.  Edward  Sanford  then  reported  resolu- 
tions and  an  address.  Another  song,  with  ten  thou- 
sand voices  joining  in  the  chorus,  closed  this  mighty 
gathering;  and  I he  people  dispersed  to  carry  out, 
through  the  ballot  box,  the  senliments  of  the  con- 
vention. [A.  Y.  Times  § Star. 

new  jersey. 

This  state  heretofore  had  seventeen  counties,  of 
which  at  the  last  election,  ten  gave  whig  majorities. 
There  are  now  eighteen  counties  in  the  state. 

The  election  for  members  of  the  legislature  took 
place  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last,  the  13th 
and  14th  of  October. 

Election.  The  returns  so  far  as  received  exhibit 
a large  whig  gain.  The  whig  majorities  are  set 
down  as  follows:  Burlington  750.  Gloucester  520, 
Mercer  450,  Somerset  241,  Cumberland  203,  Salem 
112,  Hudson  201,  Morris  203,  Middlesex  156,  Es- 
sex 1,740,  Passaic  199,  Monmouth  comity  reported 
to  have  given  a majority  for  the  whigs — one  report 
says  570. 

In  four  counties,  viz:  Huntington,  Sussex,  War- 
ren and  Bergen,  no  whig  tickets  were  run. 

The  legislature  will  have  a whig  majority  in  both 
branches,  thereby  securing  the  election  of  a whig 
United  States  senator. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

\e  election.  On  Tuesday  fast,  (he  13th  instant, 
■elections  took  place  in  this  slate  for  their  28  repre- 
sentatives to  congress,  of  which  last  year  17  were 
Van  Buren  and  11  were  whigs;  for  a part  of  the 
state  senate,  and  for  members  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. Returns  have  been  received  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

1st  congressional  district — Brown,  (V.  B.)  elected 
by  a majority  of  1,384. 

2d  district — Two  whigs  elected.  Sergeant  7,136, 
Toland  7,123;  Neal  4,631,  Miller  4,590— average 
whig  majority  2,569. 

3d  district — Iugersoll,  (V.  B.)  5,939;  McMichael, 
(W.)  4,755 — Van  Buren  majority  1,184.  This  dis- 
trict was  represented  by  a whig  in  last  congress. 

4th  district — Brown,  Jones  and  Francis,  (W.) 
elected. 

5th  district — J.  Fornance,  (V.  B.)  re-elected. 

6th  district — R.  Ramsey,  (W.)  elected — a whig 
gain. 

10 Hi  district — W.  Simonton,  (W.)  elected. 

1 \th  district — L.  Gerry,  (V.  B.)  re-elected. 

The  Van  Buren  vote  of  the  three  first  districts, 
including  Philadelphia  city  and  county,  has  been 
largely  increased,  but  the  counties  so  far  as  heard 
from,  have  shown  considerable  whig  gain.  We 
have  returns  from  twenty-one  counties,  which  with 
Philadelphia  city,  places  the  parties,  as  to  the  ag- 
gregate vote,  just  about  as  they  stood  in  the  same 
districts  in  the  election  of  1836,  and  showing  a 
whig  gain,  as  compared  with  183S,  of  upwards  of 
2,000  voles. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  wfligs  will  have  a ma- 
jority in  the  state  senate — and  lliey  have  a gain  of 
12  members  in  the  house,  so  far  as  returns  are  re- 
ceived. 
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Girard,  college.  The  expense  up  to  lanuary 
last  on  this  college  amounted  to  the  colassal  sum  of 
$1,272,712,  and  the  college  reported  by  the  archi- 
tect to  be  about  two-thirds  completed. 

Governor  Porter  and  the  batiks.  Vie  learn  from 
the  Pennsylvania  Sentinel,  that  the  governor  of 
Pennsylvania  has  called  on  the  banks  in  that  state, 
for  their  several  proportions  of  the  balance  of  a loan 
authorised  by  the  last  legislature,  no  proposals  hav- 
ing been  received  by  the  executive  within  the  time 
specified  for  such  proposals.  The  amount  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  state  ?t  this  time  is  $1,156,000. 

The  Philadelphia  banks.  The  question  of  resump- 
tion occupies  considerable  attention  in  Philadelphia. 
The  great  difficulty  in  the  way,  says  Bicknel’s  re- 
porter, is  the  indebtedness  of  that  city  to  the  east, 
the  amount  of  which  is  $6,000,000.  “Unless  some 
satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  made  at  this  impor- 
tant point,  a general  resumption,  as  before  stated, 
is  impossible.  Our  banks,  even  in  the  present  re- 
duced condition  of  their  circulation,  could  not  spare 
$3,000,000  with  safety,  so  that  any  sudden  Remand 
for  specie  in  New  York  and  Boston  would  immedi- 
ately lead  to  drafts  upon  Philadelphia,  and  to  all  the 
u ripleasant  consequences.” 

The  Philadelphia  commercial  list  of  Saturday 
says — 

There  was  a general  meeting  of  delegates  from 
the  different  banks  of  the  city  and  county  last  even- 
ing, (Thursday)  at  the  board  of  trade  room.  Dele- 
gates were  present  from  twelve,  out  of  fourteen 
banks — the  Girard  and  Southwark  not  being  repre- 
sented. The  object  was  to  take  into  consideration 
the  application  of  the  United  States  bank,  to  enable 
that  institution  to  resume  on  the  15th  January  next. 
A resolution  was  offered  and  adopted,  recommend- 
ing a loan  to  the  bank,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions 
of  dollars,  to  be  taken  by  the  various  banks,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means.  Seven  banks  voted  in  the 
affirmative — two  (North  America  and  Farmers  and 
Mechanics’)  in  the  negative — three  declined  voting, 
not  having  received  instructions,  and  two  not  re- 
presented. We  learn  that  some  of  the  banks  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  have  to-day  rescinded  the  votes 
of  their  delegates,  which  places  the  subject  in  its 
former  position,  and  it  is  probable  that  nothing  de- 
finite will  be  had  until  after  the  election. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Jaudon’s  connexion  with  the 
U.  S.  bank  will  soon  terminate,  and  also,  that  Mr. 
Dunlap  will  retire  from  the  presidency  in  January. 
For  the  latter  rumor,  we  learn,  there  is  no  founda- 
tion, Lemuel  Lamb,  esq.  for  many  years  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Mechanics’  bank,  has  resigned  that  sta- 
tion, with  a view,  it  is  said,  of  entering  into  com- 
mercial pursuit. 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal.  The  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  Herald  announces  the  arrival  at  that  place, 
by  way  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  of 
126,315  lbs.  of  merchandise,  and  376,643  lbs.  of 
iron  amt  nails.  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
considerable  supplies  from  the  Atlantic  market  will 
reach  Cleveland  by  this  route. 

Trade  of  Pittsburg.  Pennsylvania  canal  collector's 
office,  Pittsburgh,  July  9 th,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  I now  fur- 
nish you  the  statistics  of  this  office. 

The  number  of  boats  cleared  since  the  opening  of 
navigation  (on  March  16th)  to  the  30th  of  June  in- 
clusive, is  1,109,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage  since 
October  31st,  is  44,853,318  pounds,  and  the  tolls 
$28,066  96.  The  number  of  boats  cleared  at  Johns- 
town from  opening  of  navigation  up  to  July  first, 
is  1,025 

Blairsville,  76 

Freeport,  226 

The  amount  of  tonnage  taken  off  at  this  office  so 
far  as  we  have  an  account  of  it,  is  19,676,983  lbs. 
There  are  about  120  boats  plying  on  this  division  ot 
this  canal,  and  will  average  at  least  six  hand3  to  a 
boat.  The  regular  lines  are  as  follows: 
Pennsylvania  packet  co.  Hays  &c  Black,  agents. 
Western  transportation  co.  “height  and  packet” 


viz:  from  the  16th  of  March,  the  time  the  canal 
opened,  to  the  14th  of  July,  (some  only  reporting 
to  the  1st  of  July)  furnished  by  the  different  canal 
transportation  companies,  to  John  B.  Bakewell, 
Wilson  McCandless  and  Hilliary  Brunot,  esqs.  a 
committee  of  councils,  and  Wm.  Ingham,  esq.  col- 
lector, for  the  use  of  the  board,  for  selecting  a site 
tor  the  marine  hospital  for  the  United  States  on  the 
upper  Ohio  river.  These  with  a large  mass  of  other 
important  and  useful  information  was  collected  and 
presented  to  the  marine  board  by  the  committees 
of  the  select  and  common  councils  and  the  board  of 
trade. 

106,171  bbls.  flour. 

1,032  do.  whiskey. 

33,431  boxes  window  and  other  glass. 

1,500  bushels  dried  apples. 

86,616  do.  wheat. 

17,867  do.  coal. 

513,435  lbs.  tobacco,  in  hhds. 

9,812,431  do.  bacon,  do. 

6,138,300  do.  mess  pork. 

377,719  do.  cotton  in  bales. 

1,474,610  do.  lard  in  kegs. 

38,568  do.  butter  in  bbls. 

287,334  do.  buffalo  robes  and  deer  skins  in  bales. 

203,356  do.  wool,  in  sacks. 

44,537  do.  feathers  do. 

45,049  do.  hemp  bales. 

92,240  do.  ginseng  sacks. 

55,741  do.  rags. 

12,411  do.  sole  leather 
4,340  do.  venison. 

15,130  do.  castings 

4,591,911  do.  dry  goods,  groceries,  hardware  and 
other  miscellaneous  articles.  [ Harris'  Intel. 

MARYLAND. 

Election  returns.  The  following  are  the  returns 
of  the  election  which  took  place  on  the  7th  instant. 
Baltimore  city. 

The  votes  of  the  respective  wards  were  inserted 
at  page  87  of  the  Register.  The  following  is  the 
aggregate. 

For  senator. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Ridgely,  7,072  | Howard,  7,342 

Van  Buren  majority  270. 

For  delegates. 


For  delegates. 


Sprigg,  1,234 

Thayer,  1,205 

Coombs,  1,208 

Average  whig  majority  104. 
majority  in  1839  was  58. 

Washington  county. 
For  senutor. 


Neff, 

Huddleson, 

Price, 

The  Van 


Newcomer, 

Nesbitt, 
Weast, 
Clagelt, 
Zeigler, 


2,504  | Wason, 
For  delegates. 


2,444 

2,442 

2,467 

2,479 


Rentch, 

Mason, 

Garrot, 

Lyday, 


1,142 

1,106 

1,100 

Buren 


2,292 

2,347 

2,321 

2,321 

2,325 


Whig  majority  for  senator  212;  average  whig  ma- 
jority for  delegates  129J. 

Last  October  the  Van  Buren  ticket  was  elected 


by  an  average 

majority  of  260. 

Frederick  county. 

For  delegates. 

E.  A.  Lynch, 

2,890 

Quynn, 

2,701 

Richardson, 

2,935 

Schley, 

2,695 

Naill, 

2,8S4 

McKeehan, 

2,709 

Motter, 

2,895 

Dunlop, 

2,704 

W.  Lynch, 

2,891 

Geyer, 

2,688 

Average  whig  majority  179^.  Last  year  the  Van 

Walsh, 
Collins, 
Sewell, 
Leary, 
Purviance, 


7,089 

7,109 

7,103 

7,103 

7,101 


Presstman, 
Graves, 
Seidenstricker, 
Gallagher, 
Legrand, 


7.289 

7.290 
7,292 
7,295 
7,286 


Average  Van  Buren  majority  191$. 

In  1836  the  majority  for  Van  Buren  in  the  city 
was  110.  The  Van  Buren  majority  last  October 
was  423. 

Baltimore  county. 

For  senator. 

Winder,  1,656  | Ely,  2,372 

Van  Buren  majority  716. 

For  delegates. 


Carroll  county. 
For  delegates. 

1,514 

Boyle, 

Shower, 

1,600 

1,486 

1,607 

1,485 

Stull, 

1,563 

1,369 

Lecompte, 

1,583 

Gittings, 

McHeniy, 

Carroll, 

Gorsuch, 

Howard, 


1,657 

1,615 

1,667 

1,647 

1,673 


Po.ultney, 

Orrick, 

Welch, 

Randall, 

Holmes, 


Average  Van  Buren  majority  679. 

For  commissioners. 


Chapman, 

Matthews, 

Cole, 


1,609 

1,640 

1,655 


Walker, 
Bosley,  of  Jno. 
Hoshal, 


2,327 

2.327 

2.328 
2,339 
2,333 


2,312 

2,305 

2,278 


226$. 


Hook, 

Engle, 

Shelman, 

Steele, 

Average  Van  Buren  majority  122. 

Last  year,  owing  to  disunion  in  the  Van  Buren 
ranks,  one  whig  (col.  Hook)  was  elected  in  this 
county.  He  is  now  beaten  by  49  votes.  The  Van 
Buren  majority  in  1838  was  309. 

Harford  county. 

Billingslea, 

Whitford, 

Hopkins, 

Horton, 

F 

McCoy, 

McGaw, 

Davis, 

Amos, (independ’t)l, 731  | 

Two  whigs  and  two  Van  Buren  delegates  elect- 
ed— a whig  gain  of  two.  Four  whig  commissioners 
and  one  Van  Buren  elected.  Last  year  the  Van 
Buren  majority  was  299. 

Cecil  county. 

For  senator. 

Howard,  1,386  | Mackey,  1,354 

For  delegates. 

Morton,  1,383  Cameron,  1,352 

Simcoe,  1,374  Knight,  1,362 

Maxwell,  1,391  Heckart,  1,366 

Average  whig  majority  22$.  In  1839,  Van  Bu- 
ren majority  178. 

For  commissioners. 


For  delegates. 

1,274  1 Sutton, 

1,292 

1,243  | Hope, 

1,250 

1,224  1 Williams, 

1,237 

1,080  1 Polk, 

>r  commissioners. 

1,221 

1,292  1 Courtney 
1,265  | 

1,219  1 

1,227 

Anne  Arundel  county. 
For  delegates. 


Hays  &.  Black  do. 
H.  & P.  Graff. 
Wm.  Bingham. 


Union  do.  do. 

Binghams  do.  do. 

Patent  portable  car  body  line  Taffe  & O’Conner. 
Mechanics  do.  L.  M.  Keir. 

Despatch  do.  J.  C.  Reynolds. 

Reliance  line,  “freight  & packet”  J.  McFadden. 
Hollidaysburgh  do.  J.  P.  Reed, 

N.  American  line  C.  W.  Caldwell. 

Baltimore,  Pittsbugh  & U.  S.  line,  H.  Devin. 
Pennsylvania  8c  Ohio  line,  McDowell  8c  Co. 

The  foregoing  may  be  relied  on  as  correct.  Very 
respectfully  yours,  Wm.  Ingham,  collector. 
Isaac  Harris. 

Port,  of  Pittsburg — Pennsylvania  canal  business. 
We  present  this  week  the  aggregate  of  the  business 
on  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  arriving  at  and  depart- 
ing from  the  port  of  Pittsburg  for  about  4 months. 


Ridgely,  1,378  I Hammond,  1,327 

Gantt,  1,378  I T.  Dorsey,  1,312 

M.  Dorsey,  1,347  Owens,  1,313 

Estep,  1,374  | Merriken,  1,304 

Average  whig  majority  last  year,  ^ vote.  Aver- 
age whig"  majority  now,  50^.  Whig  gain,  49$. 

For  commissioner. 

Brogden,  575  | Franklin,  623 

City  of  Annapolis. 

For  delegate. 

Brewer,  170  | Igl  .hart,  148 

Last  year  the  Van  Buren  delegate  was  elected  by 
a majority  of  18. 

For  commissioner. 

Brogden,  169  | Franklin,  149 

Prince  George's  county. 

For  delegates. 


Jones, 

Bayard, 

Bennett, 

Carter, 

Janney, 

Haines, 


Welsh, 

Jones, 

Edes, 

Mann, 

Wallace, 

Durding, 


172 
112 
223 
101 
266 
306 
Kent  county. 
For  delegates 


Price, 
Nowland, 
Purnell, 
Co'wan, 
Gillespie, 
Gather, 


664 

650 

655 


Blackiston, 

Ringgold, 

Cann, 


For  levy  court. 


661 

659 

662 


Comegys, 

Thomas, 

Miller, 


Average  whig  majority  155. 

Talbot  county. 
For  delegates. 


Hambleton, 

Kemp, 

Hopkins, 


Martin, 
Lowe, 
Willis, 

For  commissioners. 


713 

713 

710 


73 

113 

216 

264 

179 

225 


504 

493 

504 

500 

601 

500 


734 

737 

740 


Tuck,  859  I Hilleary, 

Sprigg,  841  | Robey, 

Bowie,  827  I Cooke, 

Maccubbin,  719  | Tolson, 

Average  whig  majority  over  300. 
was  56^’ 

Allegany  county. 
For  senator. 

Beall,  1,229  I Bloucher, 


396 

402 

376 

304 

Last  year  it 


1,114 


Townsend,  728  I Harnson,  724 

Goldsborough,  715  | Leonard,  735 

The  average  Van  Buren  majority  is  35— last  year 
it  was  50. 

Caroline  county. 

For  delegates. 


Orrell,  648  Fountain, 

Nicolls,  683  Sangston, 

Sullivan,  656  Cheezum, 

Average  whig  majority  about  80. 

For  levy  court. 


Thawley, 

Potter, 

Dukes, 

Slack, 


677 

676 

664 

658 


Keene, 

Jones, 

Chance, 

Bishop, 


679 

591 

584 


584 

581 

581 

601 


100 
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Montgomery  country. 

For  delegates. 

1,039  I Dade, 

1,021  | Worthington, 
1,025  I Carter, 

1,020  I Spencer, 
Average  whig  majority  308. 

Queen  Anne's  county. 

For  senator. 

774  | Roberts, 

For  delegates. 

773 
765 
765 


England, 

Gaither, 

Gott, 

Gittings, 


Palmer, 


731 

685 

690 

705 


682 


Finley, 

Wilmer, 

Bryan, 


681 

682 

698 


George, 

Ford, 

Paca, 

Whig  majority  nearly  100.  Last  year  the  average 
Van  Buren  majority  was  75. 

Dorchester  county. 

For  delegates. 

Jacobs,  1,121  I No  opposition. 

Keene,  1,120  [ 

Frazier,  1,113  I 

Tall,  1,099  | 

Somerset  county. 

For  delegates. 

1,351  I Sanders, 


Williams, 
Jones, 
Parsons, 
Rider, 


863 

865 

832 

835 


Senate.  The  seven  districts  which  this  year 
elected  senators  stand  as  follows: 

1840.  1839. 

Whig.  V.  B.  Whig.  V.  B. 


Cecil, 

Queen  Anne’s, 
Washington, 
Allegany, 
Baltimore  city, 
Baltimore  county, 
Worcester, 


Whig  gain  three  senators.  The  senate  will  now 
stand  15  whig9,  6 Van  Buren — whig  majority  9.— 
Last  year  parties  stood  12  whigs  9 Van  Buren. 

The  following  was  the  vote  at  the  last  presiden- 
tial and  gubernatorial  elections. 

1836. 


PRESIDENT. 

Van  Buren.  Harrison. 


1838. 

GOVERNOR. 

Grason.  Steele. 


1,359  j Ballard, 

1,384  Beauchamp, 

1,371  I Brattan, 

Average  whig  majority  517^. 

Worcester  county. 

For  senator. 

Townsend,  1,237  | Fassitt, 

Whig  majority  313. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  votes  for 
members  to  the  house  of  delegates.  The  Regular 
whig  candidates,  Edwin  Forman, 

Ebenezer  Hearn  and  Jas.  Hooper, 
without  opposition. 

Calvert  county. 


924 


Levi  Cathell, 
were  elected 


For  delegates. 

369 

Hellen, 

496 

Parran, 

Spicknell, 

Dalrymple, 

493 

348 

Weems, 

464 

Mackall, 

345 

Average  whig  majority  133. 

Charles  county. 
For  delegates. 

519 

J.  D.  Bowling, 

807 

Francis  Neale, 

George  Brunt, 

806 

Nich.  Stonestreet, 

489 

John  Matthews, 

804 

Wm.  B.  Stone, 

505 

Baltimore  city 

5,740 

5,630 

6,074 

6,198 

Baltimore  co. 

2,482 

2,069 

2,452 

1,477 

Annapolis  city 

120 

156 

141 

146 

Cecil 

1,092 

1,020 

1,359 

1,251 

Harford 

920 

1,080 

1,255 

1,129 

Queen  Anne’s 

517 

637 

686 

641 

Kent 

367 

589 

644 

530 

Frederick 

3,015 

3,130 

2,532 

2,532 

Carroll 

(new  county) 

1,646 

1,343 

Montgomery 

512 

936 

742 

852 

Prince  George’s 

450 

728 

684 

778 

Calvert 

284 

363 

357 

415 

Caroline 

492 

576 

577 

583 

Charles 

356 

514 

510 

715 

Dorchester 

694 

966 

847 

1,113 

Somerset 

523 

1,030 

maj.  163 

St.  Mary’s 

190 

643 

449 

794 

Talbot 

479 

656 

732 

599 

Washington 

1,895 

2,079 

2,226 

1,966 

Worcester 

541 

1,032 

maj.  397 

Average  whig  majority  301J. 

St.  Mary's  county. 

For  delegates. 

Heard,  865  No  opposition. 

Coade,  863 

Causin,  828 

In  three  of  the  counties,  viz:  St.  Mary’s,  Dorches- 
ter and  Worcester,  there  were  no  Van  Buren  tickets 
run — except  for  a senator  in  the  latter 

RECAPITULATION. 

The  popular  vote  in  the  annexed  table  is  made  by 
taking  the  highest  delegate  vote  on  each  side. 

Popular  vote.  House  of  delegates 

1840. 

W.  V.B. 

1,234  1,142 

1,327 
148 
7,295 
2,339 
369 
591 
1,391 
519 
1,607 


Counties. 

Alleghany, 

Anne  Arundel, 
Annapolis  city, 
Baltimore  city, 
Baltimore  co. 
Calvert, 
Caroline, 

Cecil, 

Charles, 

Carroll, 

Dorchester, 

Frederick, 

Harford, 

Kent, 

Montgomery, 
Prince  George’s, 
Queen  Anne’s 
St.  Mary’s, 
Somerset, 
Talbot, 
Washington, 
Worcester, 


1840.  1839. 

W.  V.B.  W.  V.B. 


1,378 

170 

7,109 

1,673 

496 

683 

1,391 

807 

1,514 

350* 

2,935 

1,274 

664 

1,025 

727 

773 

500* 

1,359 

713 

2,479 

1,237 


2,709 

1,292 

504 

737 

402 

698 

865 

740 

2,347 

924 


30,491 

27,946 


27,946  60  19  33  46 


Whig  maj.  now  2,545 
- V.  B.  maj.  1839,  912 

Whig  gain,  3,457 
The  nett  whig  gain  is  27  delegates — and  the  whig 
majority  in  the  house,  is  41.  Last  year  the  Van 
Buren  .majority  was  13. 


♦Whig  majorities. 


Harrison’s  majority  in  1836  was  3,684. — Gover- 
nor Grason’s  majority  in  1838  was  241. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Elections.  The  Raleigh  Star  states  that  the  elec- 
tion takes  place  on  the  20th  inst.  in  this  state  in- 
stead of  the  19th  inst.  as  heretofore  given  in  our 
tables. 

, North  Carolina  whig  convention.  The  greatest 
popular  convention  ever  gathered  together  in  North 
Carolina  was  held  at  Raleigh  (the  seat  of  govern 
ment  of  the  state)  on  Monday,  the  5th  inst.  The 
number  of  citizens  present  is  said  to  have  amount- 
ed to  twelve  thousand;  affording  a conclusive  proof 
of  the  deep  interest  felt  by  the  good  people  of  that 
state  in  the  present  political  contest. 

Ex-governor  John  Owen  was  called  to  preside 
over  the  great  assembly,  and.  on  being  conducted 
to  the  chair,  delivered  a neat  and  very  suitable  ad 
dress. 

What  followed  we  copy  from  the  Raleigh  Regis- 
ter: 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  address,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  W.  R.  Gales,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
named  as  vice  presidents,  viz:  William  B.  Shepard, 
of  Pasquotank;  Andrew  Joyner,  of  Halifax;  John 
McLeod,  of  Johnston;  Richard  Hinds,  of  Edge- 
combe; R.  Galloway,  of  Rockingham;  F.  J.  Hill, 
of  Brunswick;  Wm.  Robards,  of  Granville;  Alfred 
Dockery,  of  Richmond;  R.  C.  McNamara,  ol  Rowan; 
Michael  Holt,  of  Orange;  D.  M.  Barringer,  of  Ca- 
barrus; and  Rufus  Reed,  of  Iredell. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  George  W.  Haywood, 
Charles  Manly,  Edmund  B.  Freeman  and  H.  W. 
Miller  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  convention  beingdeclared  to  be  duly  organiz- 
ed, Mr.  Badger  addressed  it  for  nearly  an  hour  on 
the  great  political  topics  of  the  day,  and  concluded 
by  offering  for  the  adoption  of  the  convention,  the 
declaration  of  rights.  It  was  accordingly  read  by 
Mr.  Manly,  and  the  question  on  its  adoption  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a deafening  shout.  We 
consider  it  one  of  the  ablest  papers  to  which  the 
present  state  of  the  country  has  given  birth,  and  it 
should  be  circulated  by  thousands  throughout  the 
stale. 


Mr.  Mangum  being  called  for  by  the  crowd  to 
address  the  convention,  it  was  announced  that  he 
was  detained  at  home  by  sickness. 

Mr.  Stanly  was  then  called  out  and  addressed  the 
convention  nearly  two  hours  in  his  usually  fervid 
and  fearless  manner. 

After  dinner,  a number  of  gentlemen  were  called 
on  for  speeches,  and  the  evening  was  most  agreea- 
bly spent.  Among  the  gentlemen  who  addressed 
the  crowd  were  Messrs.  Barringer,  of  Cabarrus,  C. 
P.  Green,  of  Virginia,  II.  L.  Robards,  of  Granville, 
and  Guthrie,  of  Chatham. 

At  night  there  was  speaking  again  at  the  whig 
encampment  and  at  the  log  cabin. 


On  Tuesday,  at  11  o’clock,  the  convention  was 
again  organized,  without  any  abatement  of  spirit  or 
enthusiasm,  and  but  little  ol  numbers.  Mr.  Rayner 
opened  the  discussion  in  a speech  of  more  than  two 
hours,  and  fully  sustained  the  high  reputation  be 
has  acquired  as  a debater.  The  veteran  w hig,  Lewis 
Williams,  was  next  called  out,  and  delivered  a most 
capital  speech.  The  enthusiasm  with  which  Messrs. 
Stanly,  Rayrier  and  Williams  were  received  by  the 
immense  throng  must  have  been  gratifying  in  the 
highest  degree. 

James  W.  Bryan,  esq.  elector  in  the  Ne^vbprn  dis- 
trict, was  next  called  for.  He  has  the  finest  elocu- 
tion of  almost  any  one  within  our  knowledge,  and 
was,  on  this  occasion,  in  his  best  vein.  Of  course, 
he  served  up  a rich  intellectual  treat  to  bis  hearers. 
An  incident  occurred  whilst  he  was  speaking, 
which,  being  very  uncommon,  excited  considerable 
sensation,  and  deserves  to  be  noticed.  Three  eagles 
were  distinctly  described,  at  a great  height,  for  se- 
veral moments  hovering  directly  over  the  thousands 
assembled  to  hear  the  discussion  of  great  and  im- 
portant political  questions  connected  with  the  ap- 
proaching presidential  election. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Crudup,  of  Granville,  was  next  cal- 
led on,  and  addressed  the  convention  for  about  hall 
an  hour,  but  we  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  hear 
him.  After  he  concluded,  Mr.  Boyden,  ot  Surry, 
was  loudly  called  for,  and  delivered  a most  spirited 
speech,  which  was  enthusiastically  received.  The 
hour  being  late,  the  convention  then  adjourned  sine 
die,  and  dinner  was  again  served  up  at  the  encamp- 
ment for  the  delegates. 

We  are  aware  that  we  have  given  but  a very  im- 
perfect account  of  this  great  occasion.  With  a greater 
allowance  of  time,  and  under  more  favorable  cir- 
cumstances of  preparation,  we  shquld  despair  of 
doing  justice  to  the  incidents  of  our  glorious  two 
days.  We  will  venture  to  say  that  no  person  who 
attended  this  immense  gathering  left  Raleigh  with 
a single  doubt  on  his  mind  as  to  the  triumphant 
majority  which  we  shall  give  lor  old  Tip  in  Novem- 
ber. Each  delegate  must  have  become  satisfied 
that  this  bright  prospect  is  before  us,  not  only  from 
conversation  with  others,  but  from  his  own  personal 
observation  of  the  materials  which  constituted  the 
convention,  the  tone  and  temper  which  marked  all 
its  proceedings,  and,  perhaps,  more  than  all,  the 
gratifying  reception  which  every  where  along  the 
routes  of  the  various  delegations,  from  every  house 
and  cabin,  was  extended  to  them.  The  farmer  for- 
got his  toils,  the  laborer  his  work — even  the  women 
abandoned  their  household  duties — and  all,  actu- 
ated by  common  impulse,  rushed  to  the  road  side, 
to  give  one  hearty  “hurrah  for  old  Tip,”  and  to 
bid  the  delegates  “God  speed”  in  their  good  work. 

And  we  know  that  the  enthusiasm  manifested  here 
pervades  the  whole  body  of  the  whig  population 
throughout  the  state;  and  we  look  forward  to  the 
12th  ofNovember  next  as  another  “glorious  fifth” — 
an  auspicious  day,  when  we  will  be  rpleased  from 
the  fears  of  that  dire  oppression  which  hangs  over 
the  land;  and  when  we  may  again  behold  the  go- 
vernment administered  as  in  those  old  days,  when 
democracy  was  something  more  than  an  idle  name. 

Taking  the  convention  all  together,  the  short  time 
between  its  call  and  its  assembling,  the  sparseness 
of  our  population,  the  few  facilities  for  transport- 
ing large  masses  of  the  people,  and  it  will  compare 
advantageously  with  any  ever  held  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac. 

We  should  do  great  injustice  to  an  individual  to 
whom  we  are  more  indebted  than  to  any  other  per- 
son for  the  order  and  propriety  of  the  procession,  if 
we  omitted  to  give  him  a distinct  notice.  We  al- 
lude to  gen.  John  I.  Pasteur,  of  Newbern,  a gentle- 
man whose  military  know  ledge  is  only  exceeded  by 
the  possession  of  all  those  qualities  which  consti- 
tute a clever  fellow.  Aided  by  gen.  Robert  W. 
Haywood,  and  lieut.  Lucas,  of  the  Raleigh  Guards, 
the  arrangements  were  all  so  perfect  that  no  irregu- 
larity occurred  in  the  whole  procedure,  from  be- 
ginning to  end. 

GEORGIA. 

Political  contests.  This  stale  has  long  been  the 
theatre  of  very  severe,  and  singularly  marked  poli- 
tical contests,  a condensed  view  of  which  we  here- 
to annex,  taken  from  the  Salem,  Mass.  Gazette, 
authority  to  be  relied  on: — 

The  first  election  of  governor  by  the  people  was 
in  1825,  when  in  the  memorable  contest  between 
Troup  and  Clark,  the  former  wms  elected  by  a ma- 
jority of  683  votes  at  which  time  there  were  40,000 
votes  polled.  In  1827  John  Forsyth  was  elected 
without  any  regularly  organized  opposition,  two 
candidates  of  the  opposite  party  to  Mr.  F.  having 
successively  died  alter  their  nomination  and  before 
the  election.  These  were  Matthew  Talbot,  and 
col.  Duncan  G.  Campbell.  In  1829,  Mr,  Gilmer 
was  elected  over  maj.  Crawford,  both  belonging  to 
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the  Troup  party,  the  Clark  men  generally  casting 
their  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Gilmer.  In  1831,  Wil- 
son Lumpkin,  the  candidate  of  the  Clark  party, 
succeeded  over  Mr.  Gilmer  by  1,500  votes,  and  in 
1833  the  same  gentleman  was  again  elected  over 
maj.  Crawford  by  2,200  votes.  In  1834  old  party 
lines  were  pretty  much  broken  down;  a number  of 
the  Troup  party  joining  with  the  mass  of  the  Clark 
party  formed  what  has  since  been  known  as  the 
union  party,  and  sustained  the  administration  of 
general  Jackson,  while  a smaller  number  of  Clark 
men  joined  with  the  mass  of  the  Troup  party,  and 
formed  what  has  since  been  termed  the  state 
rights  party,  which  opposed  that  administation. — 
The  first  struggle  under  this  new  organization  of 
parties  resulted  in  the  success  of  the  union  congres- 
sional ticket  by  5,000  majority,  and  a majority  of 
about  80  in  tiie  legislature.  In  1835,  governor 
Schley  the  candidate  of  the  union  party,  beat  judge 
Dougherty  2,500  votes,  and  the  party  had  a majority 
of  about  60  in  the  legislature.  In  1836,  the  union 
ticket  succeeded  with  one  exception  for  congress, 
by  an  average  majority  of  1,000,  and  a majority  of 
40  in  the  legislature.  In  1837  the  states  rights  can- 
didate for  governor  was  elected  by  about  750  majo- 
rity, and  the  union  party  had  a majority  of  30  in  the 
legislature.  In  1838  the  union  party  had  become 
decidedly  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  the  state  rights 
party  defeated  them  by  an  average  majority  of  1,100; 
but  1839,  the  Van  Buren  party  elected  a governor 
and  legislature  by  1,827  majority. 

The  election  in  Georgia  for  nine  members  of  con- 
gress, and  members  of  the  state  legislature,  took 
place  on  the  5th  inst.  A year  ago,  Dougherty, 
whig,  was  elected  governor  over  McFernald,  V.  B. 
by  1,910  majority.  Two  years  ago  the  entire  whig 
congressional  ticket  was  elected;  but  three  of  the 
members,  on  their  arrival  at  Washington,  acted 
with  the  Van  Buren  party.  These  three  members, 
Messrs.  Black,  Colquitt  and  Cooper,  are  now  among 
the  Van  Buren  candidates.  Georgia  elects  her 
congressmen  by  general  ticket. 

Of  the  election  which  took  place  on  the  5th  inst. 
we  have  returns  from  sixty-five  of  the  ninety-three 
counties  in  the  state;  they  give  the  following  aggre- 
gate: 

1840.  1839. 

Whig  ticket  32,347  S2,807 

Van  Buren  ticket  27,651  34,634 


Whig  majority  4,696  V.  B.  1,827 

This  places  the  result  beyond  doubt. 

LOUISIANA. 

Whig  state  convention.  At  a meeting  of  the  whig 
delegates  from  the  different  parishes  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  convened  according  to  previous  notice, 
at  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1S40. 

The  assembly  having  been  called  to  order  by  judge 
Thomas  Gibbs  Morgan,  the  following  persons  were 
named  as  officers,  and  unanimously  approved  by  the 
meeting,  viz: 

President.  Gen.  Philemon  H.  Thomas,  of  East 
Baton  Rouge. 

Vice  presidents — 1st  district  Frederick  Buisson, 
esq.;  2nd  dist.  gen.  D.  B.  Morgan;  3d  dist.  Narcisse 
Landry,  esq.;  4th  dist.  Neuville  De  Cloute,  esq.;  5th 
disct.  gen.  Horatio  S.  Spriggs. 

Secrelaties — Win.  H.  Wikoff,  of  East  B.  Rouge; 
Adolph  Layet  and  Frederick  Wilkinson,  of  New 
Orleans. 

An  honorable  veteran  of ’76,  Mr.  William  Tabor, 
of  Lafourche  Interior,  who  fought  through  the  war 
in  the  south,  was  at  King’s  Mountain,  and  served 
in  col.  Win.  Washington’s  horse,  against  Tarleton’s 
legion  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  was  presented 
to  the  convention  by  the  lion.  E.  D.  White,  and  in- 
vited to  take  a seat  by  the  side  of  the  president. 

The  convention  was  opened  by  therev.  Dr.  Wm. 
B.  Lacy,  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  with  an  eloquent 
prayer. 

On  motion,  the  chairman  of  the  whig  delegation 
from  Mississippi,  and  also  the  nominated  whig  pre- 
sidential electors  lor  Louisiana,  were  invited  to  be 
seated  on  the  rostrum. 

A letter  from  the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss,  of  Missis- 
sippi. apologizing  for  his  non-attendance,  being 
prevented  from  being  present  by  his  numerous  en- 
gagements for  the  whig  cause  in  his  own  state,  w-as 
then  read  by  judge  Morgan,  as  also  an  answer  from 
the  Rodney  Tippecanoe  club,  Miss,  to  an  invitation 
given  them  to  attend  the  convention,  containing  an 
acceptance  of  the  invitation. 

On  motion  of  R.  N.  Ogden,  esq.  a committee  of 
five  was  appointed  to  draw  up  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  opinions  of  the  meeting,  and  Messrs.  R. 
N.  Ogden,  Wm.  De  Buys,  J.  B.  Armant,  sen.  C.  M. 
Coniad  and  Walter  Brashear,  were  named  by  the 
president  as  said  committee.- 

The  committee  having  retired,  the  hon.  E.  D. 
White  was  called  on  and  made  an  able  and  appro- 
priate speech  in  reply  to  the  call. 


Col.  Wm.  H.  Sparks,  of  Assumption,  then  fol- 
lowed, in  a strain  of  eloquence  rarely  surpassed. 

The  hon.  Thomas  W.  Chinn,  of  West  Baton 
Rouge,  was  then  called  on,  and  addressed  the  meet- 
ing in  a brief  but  forcible  manner;  his  remarks  were 
warmly  received. 

The  convention  then  took  a recess  of  one  hour, 
for  refreshments  at  the  barbacue. 

On  the  return  to  the  place  ot  meeting,  judge  J . F. 
Canonage,  of  New’  Orleans,  at  the  loudly  expressed 
desire  of  all  present,  spoke  in  the  Frencli  language, 
at  considerable  length  and  in  the  most  energetic 
manner,  being  frequently  interrupted  by  the  ap- 
plause of  the  auditory. 

J.  S.  Yerger,  esq.  one  ofthe  delegation  fromVicks- 
burg,  Miss,  next  took  the  floor,  in  answer  to  an  uni- 
versal call.  For  earnestness,  vigor  and  a correct 
statement  of  important  facts,  Mr.  Yerger’s  speech 
has  seldom  been  equalled.  Mr.  Y’s  quaint  and  most 
impressive  manner,  much  resembling  that  of  Mr. 
Prentiss’  drew  down  deafening  shouts  of  applause 
at  his  conclusion. 

R.  N.  Ogden,  esq.  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
prepare  resolutions,  then  presented  the  following, 
accompanied  by  some  appropriate  remarks,  which 
were  enthusiastically  received  by  the  meeting: 

Whereas,  It  is  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  peaceably  to  assemble  and  consult 
concerning  the  welfare  of  their  country,  and  freely 
to  express  their  opinions  respecting  the  administra- 
tion of  their  government;  therefore,  we  the  whigs 
of  Louisiana  assembled  in  convention  at  Baton 
Rouge,  on  this  28th  day  of  September,  1840,  do 
solemnly  resolve — 

That  we  have  seen  with  alarm  the  fearful  ad- 
vances made  by  the  present  administration  in  a 
course  of  measures  tending  in  an  eminent  degree  to 
sap  the  foundations  of  our  free  republican  govern- 
ment, to  overturn  and  destroy  it,  and  to  bury  under 
its  ruins  the  liberties  ofthe  people. 

They  have  abused  the  patronage  ofthe  executive 
power  to  the  basest  purposes  of  party  influence,  by 
introducing  bribery  and  corruption  into  our  elec- 
tions, thereby  striking  a fatal  blow  at  the  elective 
franchise,  on  the  purity  and  independence  of  which 
our  civil  liberties  essentially  depend. 

They  have  used  their  utmost  efforts  to  subsidize 
and  corrupt  the  public  press,  and  to  convert  the 
post  office,  that  great  channel  of  intelligence,  into  a 
vehicle  of  slander  for  the  promotion  of  their  correct 
political  designs. 

They  have  destroyed  the  national  currency  while 
pretending  to  reform  and  improve  it,  thereby  para- 
lyzing the  whole  business  of  the  nation,  and  bring- 
ing incalculable  mischief  and  distress  upon  the  peo- 
ple; and  to  our  prayers  for  relief,  they  have  insult- 
ingly replied,  “the  people  expect  too  much  from 
the  government.” 

While  professing  the  purest  democracy  they  have 
constantly  trampled  upon  the  public  will,  appoint- 
ing to  office  men  who  had  been  discarded  from  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  forcing  upon  them  mea- 
sures adverse  to  their  wishes  as  repeatedly  and  con- 
stitutionally expressed,  and  they  have  endeavored 
to  create  in  a time  of  profound  peace  a large  mili- 
tary establishment  unneeded,  expensive,  oppres- 
sive, unconstitutional  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
ofthe  country. 

They  have  with  a high  hand  seized  upon  the  mo- 
ney ofthe  nation,  taken  it  from  the  custody  of  the 
law  where  the  constitution  places  it,  and  put  it  un- 
der the  control  of  the  executive,  thus  uniting  the 
power  of  the  purse  to  the  power  of  the  sword,  an 
union  which  has  never  yet  failed  to  overthrow  pub- 
lic liberty,  an  union  which  constitutes  the  very  de- 
finition of  despotic  power,  and  this  fatal  union  is 
now  rendered  permanent  by  the  passage  of  the  sub- 
treasury law. 

While  professing  reverence  for  state  rights  they 
have  aimed  an  insulting  and  fatal  blow  at  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  states,  by  holding  them  up  to  the 
world  as  insolvent  corporations,  and  as  to  one  of 
them,  whose  soil  is  rendered  classic  by  the  battle 
fields  of  the  revolution,  they  have  trampled  upon 
the  emblem  of  her  sovereignty  and  virtually  expel- 
led her  from  the  union. 

While  professing  peculiar  regard  for  the  interests 
and  security  of  the  south,  they  have  introduced  into 
our  political  discussions  a question,  the  agitation  of 
which  is  fraught  with  danger  and  mischief,  thereby 
evincing  a reckless  disregard  of  the  interests  of  the 
south,  and  in  all  these  pernicious  measures  they 
will  persevere  unless  the  people  arrest  them  in  their 
course. 

Resolved,  That  vve  view  with  feelings  of  great  in- 
dignation, the  gross  and  unfounded  charges  that  are 
made  by  the  opponents  of  William  Henry  Harrison, 
against  that  tried  patriot  and  citizen,  and  particular- 
ly the  infamous  one  of  abolition,  when  every'  action 
and  every  vote  of  his  political  life  prove,  incontesta- 
bly, his  soundness  upon  the  subject  of  southern  rights 


which  charge  is  more  atrocious  coming  from  the 
partisans  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  whose  vote  on  the 
Missouri  question  and  wdiose  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  (on  both  of 
which  he  has  voted  or  acted  in  direct  opposition  to 
general  Harrison),  prove  him  to  be  regardless  of 
southern  rights. 

Resolved,  That  though  the  proud  laurel  earned  by 
Louisiana,  in  her  July  elections,  of  being  the  whig 
state,  has  since  been  snatched  from  her  brow  by'  a 
sister  state,  we  now  proclaim  our  fixed  determina- 
tion to  regain  that  high  title,  and  we  hereby  give  a 
bold  and  confident  challenge  to  every  whig  state  of 
the  union  to  a friendly  and  patriotic  contest  with  us, 
for  the  glittering  prize  of  the  flag  that  is  to  be  pre- 
sented to  that  state  which  shall  give  the  largest 
proportionate  whig  majority  at  the  presidential  con- 
test, pledging  oui3elves  individually,  each  to  the 
other,  that  we  will  use  the  most  untiring  zeal,  in- 
dustry and  honorable  exertions  for  that  object,  and 
thus  in  the  face  of  and  in  competition  with  the 
whole  union,  gain  for  Louisiana,  now  and  forever, 
the  proud  appellation  of  “the  flag  state.” 

Resolved,  That  every  whig  who  neglects  either 
todeposite  his  owui  vote,  or  to  use  his  best  exertions 
to  promote  the  sacred  cause  at  the  coming  election, 
will  be  guilty  of  betraying  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try, equally  as  if  he  had  turned  his  back  to  the 
enemy  on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read  in  French  and 
English,  they  were  adopted  in  both  languages  by 
acclamation. 

Judge  Thos.  Gibbs  Morgan  being  then  loudly  and 
repeatedly  called  on,  spoke  at  considerable  length 
on  the  different  objects  of  the  meeting,  but  more 
especially  on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  the 
United  States  bank  and  the  disfranchisement  of 
New  Jersey.  Well  known  as  is  the  eloquence  of 
this  gentleman,  on  the  present  occasion  has  excel- 
led himself — being  a native  New  Jersey  blue,  the 
warmth  with  which  he  handled  the  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  her,  found  a quick  response  in  every  bosom. 
The  star  of  Jersey  shrouded  with  clouds  but  still 
with  the  motto  of  “New  Jersey  resurget,”  which 
w'as  immediately  in  front  of  him,  appeared  to  be 
inspiring.  More  than  one  eye  was  moist  in  looking 
at  lhat  banner  clothed  in  crape,  and  that  small 
delegation,  and  in  listening  to  the  soul  stirring  words 
of  Morgan.  His  final  address  to  the  lovely  ladies 
of  Louisiania,  who  graced  the  occasion  by  their 
presence  in  large  numbers,  was  most  impressive. 

The  president  then  communicated  to  the  conven- 
tion a general  invitation  from  the  Mississippi  dele- 
gation to  the  whigs  of  Louisiana,  to  attend  their 
state  convention,  to  be  held  at  Jackson,  on  the  5th 
prox.  J . M.  Chilton,  esq.  of  Mississippi,  on  being 
called,  after  some  remarks,  gave  a characteristic 
anecdote  of  the  hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  which 
was  received  with  cheers. 

Night  then  approaching,  the  meeting  adjourned 
sine  die.  PHILEMON  THOMAS,  prest. 

Fred.  Wilkinson,  } 

Adolphe  Layet,  > secretaries. 

Wm.  H.  Wikof,  ) 

Candidate.  Judge  Moore  i3  the  whig  candidate 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  third  congressional  district 
of  Louisiana,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  hon. 
Rice  Garland.  As  yet  no  Van  Buren  candidate  lias 
been  nominated. 

New  Orleans.  The  extent  of  the  trade  of  this 
great  southein  mart  may  be  inferred  from  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  leading  items  of  domestic 
produce  which  were  received  there  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  1st  instant. 


Cotton, 

Sugar  (conjectured) 
Tobacco, 

Flour, 

Bacon  and  pork, 
Corn, 

Lead, 


968,702  bales. 

115.000  hhds. 
43,897  hhds. 

486,972  bbls. 
6,000,000  lbs. 

800. 000  bushels. 

320.000  quintals. 


Besides,  a variety  of  articles,  and  some  of  them 
in  considerable  quantities.  The  whole,  even  at  the 
present  low  prices,  are  valued  at  sixty  millions  of 
dollars. 

These  valuable  products,  we  learn  from  the 
Courier,  have  afforded  freights  to  1,822  sea  vessels, 
and  1,958  steamboats,  besides  some  thousands  of 
flat  boats,  barges  and  pirogues. 

OHIO. 

Election.  An  election  was  held  on  Tuesday  last, 
the  13th  instant,  in  this  state  for  governor,  nineteen 
representatives  to  congress,  a part  of  the  senate  and 
all  the  members  of  the  popular  branch.  We  have 
received  no  returns. 

Mechanics’  institute.  The  report  of  the  third  an- 
nual fair  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute  of  Cincinnati 
have  been  published,  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
total  proceeds,  after  deducting  the  expenses,  amount 
to  $1,638  35.  It  is  represented  to  be  in  a very 
flourishing  condition. 
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MISSOURI. 

The  annual  conference  of  ike  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  was  in  session  at  St. 
Louis  on  the  2d  inst.  and  would  continue  some 
eight  or  ten  days  longer.  Bishop  Waugh  presiding. 
Seventy  preachers  were  said  to  be  present. 

Trading  company.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  states 
that  a company  of  traders,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  C.  Fristoe,  consisting  of  18  wagons  and  60 
men,  arrived  at  Independence,  Missouri,  on  the 
11th  ultimo,  bringing  about  $ 60,000  in  specie. 

The  trial  of  Win.  P.  Darnes  for  the  assault  and 
death  of  A.  J.  Davis  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  has 
been  continued  by  the  state  until  the  November 
term  of  the  criminal  court.  This,  says  the  Repub- 
lican, is  the  third  continuance  by  the  state,  the  de- 
fendant having  always  been  ready  for  trial. 

WISKONSIN. 

Census.  Comparative  statemnt  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Wiskonsin  territory,  for  the  years  1838-40. 


Counties. 
Brown 
Calamut 
Fond  du  Lac 
Marquette 
Winnebago 
Portage 
Manitouwoc 
Sheboygan 
Washington 
Milwaukee 
Racine 
Rock 
Walworth 
Jefferson 
Green 
Dane  * 
Dodge 
Iowa 
Grant 
Crawford 
Sac 

St.  Croix 
Total, 


30,747 


In  1838. 


3,048 


64 

3,131 

5,054 

480 

1,019 

468 

494 

172 

18 

3,218 

2,763 

1,220 


18,149 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 
mb.  woodrury’s  letter. 

Washington,  1st  Sept.  1839. 

“Dear  stR:  Yours  of -the  24th  ult.  was  received 
last  evening.  I thank  you  sincerely  for  the  friend- 
ly sentiments  it  expresses  towards  myself  person- 
ally; but  I must  confess,  that  the  tone  of  it,  and  of 
Mr.  Haynes’  letter,  which  you  enclose,  are  such 
towards  the  administration,  as  to  create  much  re- 
gret and  painful  disappointment  in  respect  to  the 
boundary  question. 

When  every  thing — even  war,  was  hazarded  by 
the  president,  last  spring  for  that  question;  and 
when  the  whole  summer  has  been  spent  by  the 
secretary  of  state  in  efforts  to  advance  the  interests 
of  Maine,  and  when  all  the  rest  of  us  here  have 
sustained  the  claims  of  Maine  as  firmly,  at  least, 
as  the  strange  democrat  some  of  your  politicians 
recommended  to  be  special  minister  to  England,  on 
this  subject— it  is  really  discouraging,  and  causes 
sickness  at  the  heart,  to  hear  the  complaints  re- 
iterated by  our  friends,  of  the  “.apparent  apathy 
and  unconcern  of  the  geneia!  government  in  regard 
to  the  northeastern  boundary.”  We  have  so  many- 
real  and  unavoidable  troubles  with  our  enemies  at 
home  and  abroad,  that  to  have  these  increased  and 
aggravated  by  our  friends  makes  me  utterly  de- 
spondent. 

I have  now  been  left  alone  here,  struggling  with 
embarrassments  without  a parallel  in  our  financial 
history,  lor  over  two  months — and  taking  the  addi- 
tional burden  on  ray  shoulders  of  advising  all  the 
other  departments,  in  the  absence  of  their  heads 
when  cases  of  doubt,  difficulty  and  great  responsi- 
bility arise— and  now  to  have  this  new  source  of 
discontent,  danger  and  threatened  war  upon  us  re- 
opened, is  more  than  I am  able  to  bear.  It  is  said  to 
be  the  last  feather,  which  breaks  the  horse’s  back. 

But  with  this  fyeavy  and  additional  pressure,  when 
it  was  hoped  that  all  was  in  a favorable  train,  my 
exhausted  frame  must  soon  yield.  1 will  do  all  in 
my  power  for  my  friends  and  the  cause  while  here; 
but  I cannot  work  miracles,  and  neither  my  mind 
nor  body  i3  made  of  iron.  To  escape  death  or 
insanity,  I shall  leave  my  present  situation  the  first 
moment  the  president  will  consent  to  it;  and  I sin- 
cerely pray,  that  some  one  from  New  England  may 
succeed  me,  more  successful  and  able  in  giving 
satisfaction,  not  only  on  the  boundary  question,  but 
all  others  of  importance.  This  year  is  my  eighth 
one  in  the  executive  department,  and  it  is  high 
time  for  rotation — not  that  I love  the  good  cause 
less,  but  that  I love  principle  more,  and  the  wishes 
of  my  friends  more,  to  promote  better  by  the  ser- 
vices of  other  men,  of  different  or  similar  politics, 


the  great  interests  of  at  least  some  of  the  states,  if 
not  all  of  them. 

I complain  not  a word.  Indeed,  had  I been  left 
to  my  own  inclinations  and  judgment, I should 
have  resigned  over  a year  ago.  But  as  some  of  the 
obstacles,  then  existing,  have  been  since  removed, 

I think  a glimmer  of  light  to  myself  personally 
breaks  through  the  clouds. 

I will  show',  as  you  seem  to  wish,  your  letter  and 
Mr.  H’s  to  the  president,  on  his  return  at  the  close 
of  the  month.  After  the  glorious  re-action  of  the 
west,  I trust  our  leading  friends  in  the  east  have 
not  so  conducted  as  to  lose  caste  with  the  people 
and  lessen  our  majorities  there,  as  you  fear.  Even 
Rhode  Island  has  gained  largely  on  the  democratic 
side  within  two  years;  and  if  Maine  is  determined 
to  throw  herself  into  the  arms  of  the  opposition,  or 
to  play  into  their  hands — duringsuch  a crisis  as  the 
present  one — let  us  beseech  a kind  Providence  to 
save  the  republic,  for  no  arm  of  flesh  can  avail  us. 

I had  rather  have  lost  Tennesse  and  Indiana  united. 

Truly  yours,  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Hon.  Albert  Smith,  Portland,  Me.” 

[ Portland  Argus  revived. 

MR.  BUTLER’S  SPEECH 

At  the  administration  meeting  held  at  Tammany  Hall, 

on  the  24 th  ultimo,  to  respond  to  the  nominations  at 

Syracuse. 

Mr.  Butler,  on  coming  forward  in  compliance 
with  the  call  of  the  meeting,  was  received  with  loud 
and  long  continued  cheers,  and  after  silence  had 
been  restored,  briefly  returned  his  thanks  to  the  au- 
dience for  the  warm  hearted  reception  they  had  given 
him;  and  having  informed  them  that  he  was  autho- 
rised by  Mr.  Wright  to  promise  his  attendance  so 
soon  as  he  should  be  relieved  from  the  meeting  at 
Brooklyn,  took  occasion  to  pay  “a  passing  tribute  to 
friendship  and  to  justice,”  in  reference  to  that  able 
statesman  and  consistent  democrat. 

Mr.  B.  then  refered  to  the  particular  object  of  the 
meeting,  and  spoke,  at  some  length,  of  the  demo- 
cratic candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, recently  nominated  at  Syracuse.  With  col. 
Bouck  he  had  been  personally  acquainted  for  nearly 
twenty-five  years,  and  could  testify  to  his  sound  and 
unwavering  political  principles,  and  his  fitness  for 
the  office  for  which  he  had  been  nominated.  He 
particularly  noticed  the  fact  that,  during  the  long 
period  he  held  the  office  of  canal  commissioner,  not 
a dollar  of  the  immense  sums  of  public  money  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  had  failed  to  reach  its  proper  des- 
tination; nor  had  he  ever  been  involved  in  contro- 
versies or  difficulties  with  contractors,  although  it 
was  universally  conceded  that  no  man  could  be  more 
faithful  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  state.  The 
integrity  and  practical  good  sense,  implied  in  this 
fact,  was  a sufficient  guarantee  that,  in  his  hands, 
the  interests  and  character  of  the  state  will  be  en- 
tirely safe.  Mr.  Dickinson  was  equally  deserving 
the  confidence  of  the  democracy,  and  his  able  sup- 
port of  the  rights  of  the  city,  in  opposition  to  the 
registry  law,  imposed  upon  us  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, should  secure  to  him  here  a grateful  and  ar- 
dent support, 

Mr.  Butler  was  repeatedly  cheered  whilst  speak- 
ing of  Mr.  Wright,  and  Messrs.  Bouch  and  Dick- 
inson, and  after  closing  his  references  to  them,  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  as  follows: 

But,  fellow  citizens,  there  are  other  considerations 
connected  with  the  approaching  election,  infinitely 
more  important  than  the  success  of  this  man  or  that; 
considerations,  in  comparison  with  which  individuals 
sink  into  insignificance,  except  in  so  far  as  they  are 
the  exponents  and  representatives  of  principles,  and 
the  agents  to  carry  out,  if  elected,  the  principles 
with  which  they  are  identified.  The  candidates  for 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  and  the  candidates 
for  the  higher  offices  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  to  whose  support  we  are  pledg- 
ed, are,  as  we  believe,  representatives  of  the  great- 
est and  most  salutary  principles,  the  vindication 
and  establishment  of  which  depend  upon  the  result 
of  the  pending  contest.  Let  me  illustrate  this  po- 
sition. 

Parties,  in  all  time,  have  been  found  in  free  go- 
vernments; their  existence  is  one  of  the  prices  which 
man  must  pay  for  the  boon  of  freedom.  When  their 
object  is  merely  to  keep  or  to  get  office,  for  the  sake 
of  its  emoluments  and  honors,  their  disputes  are  of 
little  moment,  and  the  success  or  defeat  of  any  par- 
ticular party,  is  only  important  to  the  public  as  its 
candidates  are  more  or  less  qualified  for  the  public 
service.  But  when  parties  divide  on  great  questions 
of  public  policy;  when  their  differences  are  radical; 
when  the  objects  and  measures  they  have  in  view 
are  such  as  deeply  and  widely  to  affect  the  liberty 
of  the  citizen  and  the  welfare  of  the  state;  then 
their  conflicts  become  vastly  important;  and  then 
the  business  of  politics  becomes  the  highest  of  all 
earthly  concerns. 


Of  this  latter  description,  fellow  citizens,  is  the 
great  contest  now  going  on  in  the  United  States — 
eminently  so,  for  in  the  interests  which  gave  it 
birth,  the  points  on  which  it  turns,  and  the  issues 
it  involves,  we  have  all  the  elements  of  that  old  and 
interminable  conflict,  which,  in  every  free  state,  has 
divided  the  people  into  two  general  parties — the  one 
popular,  or  democratic  in  its  character,  the  other  di- 
rectly the  reverse.  The  distinctive  features  of  each 
party  may  be  described  in  a few  words:  the  one  re- 
gards the  elevation  of  man  in  his  intellectual  and 
immortal  part,  and  not  the  acquisition  of  wealth  or 
the  exercise  of  power,  as  the  highest  end  ot  the  so- 
cial state;  and  it  regards  government  as  a mere  trust, 
delegated  by  all  the  people,  to  their  agents,  to  be 
exercised  impartially  and  faithfully,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  and  of  each — and  this,  I need  not  tell  you,  is 
a popular  or  democratic  party.  The  other  deems 
the  protection  of  property — which  it  regards  as  the 
fountain  of  individual  comfort  and  of  national  pros- 
perity— the  chief  interest  of  society;  and  is  conti- 
nually seeking  to  confine  the  sovereignty,  in  effect, 
if  not  in  form,  to  some  select  class,  some  privileged 
order  of  the  people,  and  to  make  government  subsi- 
diary, not  to  the  interests  of  the  mass,  but  to  those 
of  the  few:  and  this,  you  perfectly  understand,  is  an 
anti-democratic,  an  aristocratic  party. 

So  long  as  human  nature  shall  continue  what  it 
has  been  and  is — so  long  as  ambition  and  avarice, 
the  love  of  power  and  the  love  of  money',  shall  dwell 
in  man’s  bosom — these  parties  will  ever  exist,  in 
greater  or  less  activity;  and  under  the  blinding  in- 
fluences of  those  passions,  many,  very  many,  will 
adopt  the  views,  and  promote  the  interests,  of  the 
aristocratic  party,  under  the  sincere  conviction  that 
the  condition  of  each  member  of  society  will  really 
be  better  when  the  power  is  vested  in  the  hands  of 
a select  class,  than  when  it  is  shared  among  the 
whole  community’.  Forms  of  government,  and  local 
and  other  circumstances,  may  very'  much  modify 
these  distinctive  features;  but  in  spirit  and  tendency 
they  will  be  found  to  characterise  the  popular  and 
anti-popular,  the  democratic  and  aristocratic  parties, 
in  all  countries  in  which  they  exist.  In  the  United 
States,  two  parties  of  this  opposite  character  were 
partially  disclosed  soon  after  the  establishment  of 
the  federal  constitution;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
struggle  which  brought  into  the  presidency  that 
apostle  of  democratic  truth,  Thomas  Jefferson,  that 
they  were  fully  exhibited  among  us. 

It  was  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  as- 
sociates, that  the  federal  government,  as  then  admi- 
nistered, was  gradually  enlarging  its  powers  by  con- 
struction— that  it  was  silently  encroaching  on  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  states — and  that  it  was  fast 
tending,  through  the  instrumentality  of  its  patro- 
nage and  power,  and  especially  by  means  of  the 
funding  system  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  impair  the  free  spirit  of  the  people,  to  foster  aris- 
tocratical  distinctions,  and  ultimately  to  assimilate 
our  institutions  to  the  British  model,  which,  it  was 
W'ell  known,  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  many  lea- 
ders of  the  party — that  led  them  to  band  together, 
for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  that  administration 
and  bringing  back  the  government  to  the  republican 
tack.  They  were  not  willing  that  this  government, 
the  fruit  of  so  much  toil,  and  of  so  many  dangers, 
should  be  converted  into  a job,  for  the  benefit  of 
fundholders,  and  dealers  in  bank  stock;  they  were 
not  willing  to  see  the  states  stripped  of  their  rights 
to  swell  the  power  of  the  union;  they  were  not  wil- 
ling to  stand  in  silence  and  with  folded  arms,  whilst 
the  federal  legislature  were  enacting  anti-republican 
and  unconstitutional  laws,  at  the  instance  or  with  the 
assent  of  the  executive;  and  they  resolved  to  do  what 
they  could,  to  make  this  government  what  its  fathers 
designed  it  should  be — a glorious  temple  of  liberty — 
glorious  in  the  amplitude  and  simplicity  of  its  pro- 
portions, rather  than  its  outward  splendor  or  ils  in- 
ternal decorations — through  whose  open  doors  the 
oppressed  of  every  clime  might  frpely  enter;  and  at 
whose  altar  every  American  citizen,  of  whatsoever 
name,  or  creed,  or  condition,  might  stand  in  tiie  full 
consciousness  of  equal  right,  and  worship  with  his 
fellows.  [Immense  cheering] . 

They  triumphed;  and  the  first  act  of  their  illus- 
trious leader  was,  to  proclaim,  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress, for  the  instruction  and  safety  of  his  country- 
men, and  for  his  own  guidance,  and  that  of  his 
successors,  the  great  principles  of  democratic  liber- 
ty as  applicable  to  our  government,  and  to  mark  out 
for  the  like  purpose,  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  its 
administration.  The  democracy  of  1801  received 
this  invaluable  paper,  as  the  patriots  of  1776  receiv- 
ed, from  the  same  pen,  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. It  may  well  claim  the  same  rank  in  our 
estimation,  for  each  is  perfect  in  its  kind.  So  long 
as  we  and  our  posterity  shall  adhere  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  inaugural  address,  we  may  be  sure  that 
the  great  ends  of  the  revolution  will  be  attained1 — 
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that  American  liberty  will  be  safe,  American  inde- 
pendence complete.  So  often  as  those  instructions 
are  departed  from,  the  public  interest  will  suffer;  if 
the  tune  shall  ever  come  when  they  are  wholly  ne- 
glected, our  liberties  will  be  gone;  and  if  the  union 
shall  continue  to  exist,  it  will  be  because  held  to- 
gether, not  by  fraternal  compact,  but  by  the  arm  of 
power  upheld  by  military  lorce.  Cherish,  then,  fel- 
low citizens,  the  principles  of  this  address;  make  it 
the  touchstone  by  which  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
candidates  before  you;  rely  not  on  vague  promises 
or  indefinite  expectations;  but  see  to  it  that  the  man 
you  support  for  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  union, 
is  able  to  abide  the  faithful  application  of  this  uner- 
ring test  to  his  acts  and  principles. 

Fellow  citizens:  I had  supposed  that  if  any  two 
propositions  of  a political  nature  were  plainer  and 
more  capable  of  easy  and  conclusive  demonstration, 
than  almost  any  other,  they  were  these — first,  that 
of  the  two  great  parties  now  striving  for  the  maste- 
ry there  was  but  one  which  could,  with  any  shadow 
of  propriety,  be  said  to  stand  upon  the  principles, 
and  to  support  the  policy  of  Thomas  Jefferson;  and 
that  one,  t had  supposed  to  be,  as  you  too  have 
doubtless  done,  the  party  which  styles  itself  demo- 
cratic, but  which  commonly  receives  from  its  well 
bred  opponents,  the  name  of  loco  foco — the  party 
which  favors  the  re-election  of  Martin  Van  Buren; 
and  secondly,  that  if  there  has  existed,  at  any  time 
since  1801,  a party  which,  by  way  of  eminence,  mav 
be  regarded  as  peculiarly  anti-Jeff'eisonian,  it  basso 
existed  and  is  now  to  be  found  in  the  self  styled  whig 
party  of  the  present  day.  It  seems,  however,  that 
the  truth  of  these  opinions  is  denied  by  our  oppo- 
nents; and  that  they  intend  not  only  to’change  the 
administration,  but  to  change  the  clearest  and  best 
established  facts;  to  make  black  white  and  white 
black;  and  to  prove  that  two  and  two  do  not  make 
four,  but  actually  make  some  other  number. 

Let  us  then,  fellow  citizens,  apply  to  these  coif- 
flicting  pretensions  the  test  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  inau- 
gural address,  and  of  the  opinions  subsequently  ex 
pressed  by  him;  and  let  us  see  how  the  contending 
parties  will  abide  the  trial.  A strict  construction  of 
the  federal  constitution,  and  therefore  uncompro- 
mising hostility  to  a United  States  bank;  economy 
and  simplicity,  and  therefore  determined  opposition 
to  a needless  national  debt;  abstinence  in  the  use  of 
even  admitted  powers,  and  much  more  of  doubtful 
ones,  which  are  calculated  to  bring  the  patronage  of 
the  federal  government  into  dangerous  contact  with 
the  people,  and  therefore  no  splendid  schemes  of  in- 
ternal improvements;  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all 
men,  and  therefore  no  privileges  to  a particular 
class,  m the  shape  of  high  tariff's  or  otherwise;  sa- 
cred regard  to  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  therefore 
no  interference  with  their  domestic  institutions  by 
the  federal  government;  undoubting  faith  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  man  for  self-government,  and  therefore 
plain  and  distinct  appeals  to  his  reason  and  judg- 
ment; equality  of  natural  right  and  unlimited  free- 
dom of  judgment,  and  therefore  no  attempt  to  coerce 
even  the  humblest  to  abandon  their  lights;  the  will 
of  the  majority  the  vital  law  of  the  republic,  and 

therefore  that  will  to  be  cheerfully  acquiesced  in. 

These  are  some  of  the  more  prominent  principles, 
with  their  practical  application  proclaimed  and  car- 
ried out  by  Thomas  Jefferson;  and  which  all,  all 
who  take  him  as  a mentor,  must  acknowledge  as 
democratic.  Now  which  of  the  two  parties  con- 
forms in  its  policy,  its  mode  of  discussion,  its  tac- 
tics, to  these  principles?  Which  party  is  it  that  is 
pledged  to  oppose  a national  bank  and  in  execution 
of  this  policy  has  established  an  antagonist  system, 
that  is  pledged  to  oppose,  in  every  form,  an  assump- 
tion of  the  state  debts;  to  oppose  every  scheme  of 
internal  improvement  not  clearly  national;  to  oppose 
protective  tariffs;  and  to  oppose  abolitionism?  Is  it 
the  whig  party?  [Cries  of  no,  no.]  To  ask  the 
question  is  indeed  to  answer  it  in  ihe  negative. — 
That  part}',  though  it  has  made  no  formal  declara- 
tion of  its  principles,  is  led  by  those  who  have  long 
and  openly  advocated,  and  who  still  advocate,  a bank 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  whole  parly  oppose 
and  denounce  the  independent  treasury — the  anta- 
gonistic measure — as  unnecessary  and  destructive; 
and  make  hostility  to  that  measure  their  chief  bat- 
tle-cry and  rallying  point.  Their  leaders  were  also 
identified  with  the  high  tariff  and  internal  improve- 
ment policy  ot  the  so-called  American  System;  and 
they  still  hold  the  latitudinarian  principles  of  con- 
struction on  which  that  policy  was  built.  They 
have  given  very  clear  evidence  of  a desire,  either 
directly,  or  by  means  of  the  public  lands,  to  take 
u pon  the  federal  government  the  enormous  debts  of 
the  states.  To  that  party,  too,  abolitionism  natural- 
ly allies  itself;  in  several  states  the  alliance  is  open 
and  active;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  position  ot  its  candidate,  in  respect  to  the  aboli- 
tionists, was  one  of  the  circumstances  that  contri- 
buted to  his  selection. 


What  party,  on  the  other  hand,  is  openly  com- 
mitted by  the  declarations  and  pledges  of  its  candi- 
date, and  in  a hundred  other  ways,  to  the  Jefferso- 
nian principles  just  enumerated?  Whatever  epithets 
our  opponents  may  bestow  on  us — whatever  name 
they  may  attempt  to  take  to  'themselves — they  cannot 
iob  us  of  our  principles;  they  cannot  unmake  Ihe 
indisputable  fact,  that  the  party  which  approves  the 
measures,  and  advocates  the  re-election  of  Martin 
Van  Buren,  is  the  only  party  with  which  the  princi- 
ples of  Jefferson  find  favor,  or  by  which  they  are  or 
can  be  maintained. 

But  apply  another  test.  Which  of  the  two  parties 
makes  its  appeal  to  the  reason  and  judgment  of  the 
public;  and  which  to  their  imaginations,  their  pas- 
sions and  their  appetites?  Which  treats  them  as 
capable  of  self-government,  and  which  as  a sense- 
less herd?  Which  leaves  the  operatives  and  oilier 
laborers  in  its  employ  free  to  vote  according  to  their 
judgment  and  conscience;  and  which  uses  its  power 
in  these  and  the  like  cases,  to  compel  freemen  to 
barter  their  birthright  for  a mess  of  pottage?  Which 
submits  to  the  decisions  of  the  people,  when  fully 
expressed  and  constitutionally  made  through  the 
ballot-box;  and  which  resorts  to  contrivance  and 
fraud,  to  panic  and  pressure,  to  acts  of  violence  and 
threats  of  revolution,  to  defeat  the  popular  will? — 
'i'll?  answers  to  these  questions  will  infallibly  tell 
which  is  the  popular,  the  democratic,  the  Jefferso- 
nian party,  and  which  the  opposite  of  ail;  and  when 
applied  to  the  two  parties,  they  as  infallibly  point  to 
the  whig  party,  from  its  organization  under  that 
name  in  1834,  through  its  whole  history  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  as  possessing  every  mark  ofthe  anti-demo- 
cratic, the  anti- Jeffersonian  party.  Mr.  Butler  il- 
lustrated this  point  by  a reference  to  the  crisis  of 
1834 — the  distress  meetings — the  inflammatory 
speeches — the  threats  and  acts  of  violence — the  re- 
volution “bloodless  as  yet”  of  Mr.  Clay — -the  Sun- 
day speeches  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore,  &c.  with 
some  anecdotes,  very  graphically  told,  illustrating 
the  firmness  of  Andrew  Jackson  during  that  remark- 
able era,  all  which  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plause, and  frequently  interrupted  by  loud  and  rei- 
terated cheers.  He  also  adverted  to  the  mummery 
of  log  cabins,  hard  cider,  coon  skins,  Tippecanoe 
songs,  8tc.  as  evincing  in  the  leaders  of  the  whig 
party  a settled  contempt  for  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  the  people — as  involving  a denial  of  their 
capacity  for  self-government,  and  as  deeply  injurious 
to  the  morals  and  character  of  the  people;  and  he 
contended  that  such  a party,  especially'  when  rallied 
under  the  standard  of  a candidate  who  refuses  to  de- 
clare himself  explicitly  on  the  great  questions  before 
the  people,  had  not  the  slightest  pretension  to  the 
name  of  Jeffersonian,  but  was  in  all  respects  tho- 
roughly imbued  with  the  worst  doctrines  of  the  old 
federal  party,  which  was  put  dowm  by  tile  elevation 
of  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  then  proceeded  as  follows: 

This  claim  to  be  regarded  as  the  true  successors 
of  the  democracy  of  1800  has  recently  been  made 
by  the  modern  whig  party,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
union;  we  may  see  it  in  the  titles  of  their  newspa- 
pers— in  the  calls  and  proceedings  of  their  public 
meetings — in  file  handbills  which  are  placarded  on 
our  walls — and  in  a variety  of  other  forms.  One  of 
the  most  singular  and  imposing  of  the  modes  re- 
cently adopted,  to  give  it  currency,  and  especially 
wdth  the  democratic  people  of  New  York,  is  the 
speech  of  a distinguished  senator  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  delivered  only  two  days  ago,  at  a 
whig  gathering  at  Patchogue,  in  old  Suffolk,  time 
out  of  mind  one  of  the  most  decided  and  consistent 
of  the  democratic  counties  of  this  state.  Having 
mvself,  in  connaction  with  Mr.  Wright  and  others, 
addressed  a meeting  of  the  democracy  at  the  same 
place,  the  day  after  Mr.  Webster, T had  occasion  to 
hear  something  of  his  speech;  and  on  my  return  to- 
day I found  a part  of  it  published  in  the  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  of  last  evening — one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  reputable  of  our  ancient  federal  journals — 
which  affirms  it  to  have  been  copied  “ from  Ihe  de- 
mocratic press.”  What  was  told  me  at  Patchogue 
is  fully  confirmed  by  this  report  so  far  as  it  goes. — 
It  contains  much  to  amuse  and  to  amaze — and  in 
short,  to  use  an  expression  of  Mr.  Webster’s,  is  in 
every  sense  of  the  words  a “most  extraordinary” 
speech;  and  this,  whether  we  consider  the  speaker 
or  the  place,  the  language  or  the  auditory.  Its  ge- 
neral drift,  aside  from  the  praises  which  the  orator 
bestows  upon  himself,  is  to  show  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren’s  principles  and  policy  are  not  democratic;  that 
they  do  not  follow  in  the  track  of  Mi.  Jefferson; 
that  they  are  not  such  as  he  would  have  supported; 
not  “such  as  Virginia,  the  pure  old  school  of  demo- 
cracy would  have  supported,”  and  therefore  not 
such  as  the  democracy  of  Suffolk  county— the  de- 
scendants of  the  L’Hointnedieus,  and  the  Floyds, 
and  the  Smiths  and  Joneses” — should  support.  In 
order  to  give  greater  emphasis  and  effect  to  his  ap- 
peal “to  the  intelligence”  of  Suffolk,  Mr.  Webster 


exhibits  himself  as  a real  simon  pure — an  out  and 
out  democrat — and  as  he  felt  quite  certain  that  the 
assumption  of  this  character  would  be  very  apt  to 
lead  to  historical  reminiscences,  and  that  in  the 
course  of  them  it  would  be  charged  that  he  was  not 
only  no  democrat,  but  the  very  reverse — an  aristocrat 
he  lashes  himself  into  a towering  passion,  and  stout- 
ly affirms,  not  only  that  he  is  not,  and  never  has 
been,  an  aristocrat,  but  that  Ihe  man  who  says  he  is, 
is  a liar,  and  the  man  who  will  not  meet  him  fairly 
with  argument,  and  who  uses  idle  and  abusive  de- 
clamation instead,  and  then  will  not  come  within  ihe 
reach  of  his  arm,  is  not  only  a liar  but  a coward! — 
In  view  of  language  like  this,  we  may  truly  say, 
with  Mr.  Webster,  that  “the  times  are  extraordina- 
ry,” that  they  are,  indeed  “most  extraordinary.” — 
For  it  is  no  vulgar  demagogue — no  brawler  from  the 
kennels — that  employs  this  language;  it  is  Daniel 
Webster,  of  Boston,  distinguished  at  the  bar,  thiice 
distinguished  in  the  senate;  the  educated,  accom- 
plished, refined  Mr.  Webster — the  orator  and  the 
statesman — the  great  “expounder  of  the  constitu- 
tion”— the  “godlike  man!”  And  he  utters  it,  not 
in  the  heat  of  debate;  not  w hen  goaded  by  an  inso- 
lent antagonist;  but  when  addressing  his  “friends,” 
when  surrounded  by  his  admirers;  in  the  presence, 
too,  of  the  gentler  sex,  whom  his  fame  had  drawn  to 
the  assemblage;  and  as  part  of  a “plain  speech  to  the 
intelligence  ofthe  county”  of  Suffolk,  in  the  state  of 
New  York.  [Cheers]. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  Mr.  Web- 
ster has  characterised  the  times  as  “extraordinary.” 
I remember  that  in  the  spring  of  1834,  he  thought 
them  even  more  “extraordinary”  than  they  now 
are:  for  in  reference  to  certain  exhibitions  in  the 
streets  of  Baltimore,  in  which  he  figured,  and  to 
which  I have  already  alluded,  he  repeated,  in  his 
place  in  the  senate,  a declaration  that  had  been 
made  to  him,  implying  that  the  times  were  revolu- 
tionary, and  that  the  Sabbath  had  been  blotted  out. 
Both  those  implications,  however,  were  erroneous; 
much  as  it  was  desired  by  the  whig  leaders,  the  re- 
volution did  not  come;  and  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
religious  community  of  all  denominations,  the  Sab- 
bath still  remained.  It  had  been  desecrated,  it  is 
true,  but  it  still  remained  to  bring  to  man  and  beast 
their  appointed  rest — to  gladden  the  face  of  labor — 
and  to  instruct  and  elevate  all  classes  of  the  people. 
[Cheers],  Slill,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Webster  really  be- 
lieved that,  unless  the  moneys  of  the  people  were 
restored  to  the  coffers  of  the  bank,  a revolution 
would  ensue;  just  as  he  now  thinks  that  the  “extra- 
ordinary efforts  making,  all  over  the  country,  to  ef- 
fect a change  in  the  government,”  will  accomplish 
that  result.  In  the  bitter  disappointment  of  his  high 
raised  hopes  and  his  frantic  predictions  in  1834,  we 
may  find  an  augury  of  a like  catastrophe  to  await 
him  now.  [Cheers], 

Fellow'  citizens,  I shall  leave  it  to  you  to  form 
your  own  judgment  on  the  propriety  and  good  taste 
of  this  exhibition  of  Mr.  YVebster;  and  shall  now 
proceed  to  charge  and  prove  that  he  is,  in  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  appropriate  and  just  sense  of 
the  word,  an  aristocrat.  To  prevent  misunderstand- 
ing, let  me  clearly  define  what  I mean  by  the  exprt  s- 
t-ion. 

I do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Webster,  in  1 is 
personal  appearance  or  bearing,  his  intercourse, 
manners,  or  his  domestic  appointments,  is  liable  to 
this  charge.  In  dress  and  manners,  I know  him  to  be 
simple  and  unostentatious.  I have  never  been  with- 
in  his  dwelling,  and  if  I had,  the  example  of  Charles 
Ogle  would  not  be  imitated  by  me.  But  plainness 
and  simplicity  ot  manners  and  of  domestic  arrange- 
ments are  no  proof  that  a man  is  not  an  aristocrat. 
In  England,  where  the  aristocralic  spirit  exists  in 
its  greatest  power,  the  nobility  of  the  highest  class 
are  said  to  be  exceedingly  plain  in  their  dress,  sim- 
ple in  their  manners,  and  often  simple  in  their  ge- 
neral habits.  Even  there,  the  question  whether  a 
public  man  is  an  aristocrat,  or  not,  must  be  chiefly, 
if  not  exclusively,  determined  by  the  system  of  go- 
vernment— the  course  of  policy — to  which  he  gives 
his  influence  and  support.  In  our  country  this  is 
peculiarly  the  case,  because  our  fundamental  laws 
have  forbidden  titles  of  nobility,  and  have  secured 
to  us  republican  forms  of  government.  What  I mean 
then  by  calling  Mr.  Webster  an  aristocrat,  is,  that 
as  a public  man  he  has  advocated  and  maintained 
principles  of  legislation  and  of  government  which, 
in  their  tendency  in  some  cases,  and  by  their  direct 
operation  in  others,  were  decidedly  aristocratic.  I 
shall  undertake  to  prove  this  by  the  kind  of  evidence 
he  has  himself  indicated— a reference  to  his  public 
acts.  In  making  this  charge,  and  in  entering  upon  its 
proof.  1 am  fully  aware  of  the  task  I have  assumed. 
The  Goliath  who  thus  arrogantly  defies  the  hosts  of 
his  opponents  is  very  much  my  superior  in  intellec- 
tual ability,  as  well  as  in  size  and  stature:  but  per- 
haps it  may  happen  now,  as  it  did  of  old,  that  the 
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stripling,  with  his  sling,  may  bring  the  boaster  to 
the  earth.  If  not  greatly  deceived,  I have  in  it  a 
stone  furnished  by  himself,  which  will  achieve  this 
result.  But  before  I resort  to  it,  let  me  employ  a 
few  other  proofs  which  may  perhaps  be  sufficient  for 
my  purpose. 

I remark,  then,  that  Mr.  Webster,  during  the 
long  period  of  his  service  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  has  generally  given  to  measures  of 
an  aristocratic  tendency  his  warm  and  decided  sup- 
port. The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  internal  im- 
provements, and  since  the  capital  of  Boston  has 
been  invested  in  manufactures,  a protective  tariff, 
have  all  been  defended  and  sustained  by  his  voice 
and  by  his  votes.  I am  one  of  those  who  think 
that  these  measures,  and  especially  a national  bank, 
have  an  aristocratic  tendency;  that  they  are  cal- 
culated to  give  advantages  and  benefits  of  a pe- 
cuniary kind,  to  particular  classes,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  rest  of  the  people — to  increase  the  inequality 
of  wealth  in  our  community — to  make  the  rich 
richer  and  the  poor  poorer— and  to  give,  in  many 
cases,  to  the  few,  a command  over  the  labor  and 
the  minds  of  the  many;  and,  thus  thinking,  I hold 
that  he  who  deliberately  and  systematically  gives 
his  support  to  these  systems  of  policy  is,  so  far  as 
an  American  legislator  can  be,  an  aristocrat.  I 
know  not  how,  otherwise,  a member  of  congress 
can  make  himself  by  his  votes  obnoxious  to  the 
charge. 

The  proof,  if  left  here,  would  be  abundantly  satis- 
factory to  those  who  think  with  us  in  relation  to 
these  laws.  But  Mr.  Webster  will  doubtless  demur 
to  our  view  of  them;  and  I shall  therefore  bring  for- 
ward the  more  decisive  evidence  to  which  I alluded. 
It  consists  of  Mr.  Webster’s  views,  delivered  in  the 
convention  of  Massachusetts,  held  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  of  that  state,  in  1821,  as  to 
the  proper  basis  and  measure  of  political  power. 
You  will  find  that  he  deliberately  defended  and  main- 
tained, with  precision  and  distinctness,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  constitution  of  the  senate  of  that  state, 
the  aristocratic  principle  in  prelerence  to  the  demo- 
cratic. 

To  enable  you  to  see  this,  I must  first  state  the 
manner  in  which  the  question  arose. 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  adopted  in 
1780,  divided  the  legislature  into  two  branches,  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives.  The  senate 
consists  of  forty  members,  to  be  chosen  by  districts 
into  which  the  legislature  are  to  divide  the  state 
In  apportioning  the  senators,  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  the  general  court  or  legislature  “shall  go- 
vern themselves  by  the  proportion  of  the  public 
taxes  paid  by  the  said  districts.”  In  other  words, 
the  senators,  instead  ot  being  apportioned  among 
the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  population  ot  the 
districts  respectively,  (as  is  the  case  in  New  York 
and  in  almost  all  the  other  states  of  the  union),  are 
to  be  apportioned  among  them  according  to  the  pro- 
perty within  them,  that  being  the  effect  of  the  re- 
ference to  the  tax  list  contained  in  the  constitution. 
The  house  of  representatives  are,  by  the  same  con- 
stitution, apportioned  on  the  principle  of  equality, 
by  a scale  of  peculiar  arrangement,  according  to 
the  number  of  rateable  polls — in  other  words,  ac- 
cording to  the  population  of  the  respective  towns. 
The  principle  of  apportioning  representation  ac- 
cording to  population  is  obviously  the  democratic  one. 
It  obtained  in  most  of  the  constitutions  formed  prior 
to  1801;  it  has  been  adopted,  I believe,  in  respect  to 
both  branches  of  the  legislature,  in  the  constitution 
of  every  state  admitted  into  the  union  since  that 
epoch.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  plain,  that 
the  apportionment  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, or  of  either  branch  of  it,  according  to  property 
instead  of  numbers,  is  an  aristocraticat  arrangement. 
Its  effect  is  to  give  to  a select  class  or  privileged 
order — the  holders  of  taxable  property — a larger 
share  of  the  power  of  government,  so  far  as  that 
body  is  concerned,  than  is  given  to  the  same  number 
of  citizens  who  may  be  destitute  of  property;  and 
to  give  to  a wealthy  county  a larger  share  of  the  so- 
vereign power  than  is  given  to  a less  opulent  one. 
The  case  is  thus  brought  within  the  definition  of  an 
aristocracy,  as  explained  by  all  the  writers  on  politi- 
cal science.  For  an  aristocracy  is  that  form  of  go- 
vernment in  which  the  sovereign  power  is  lodged, 
not  in  one  man,  which  is  a monarchy,  nor  in  the  whole 
people,  which  is  a democracy , but  in  a select  class  or 
order,  no  matter  how  ascertained,  or  by  what  name 
they  may  be  called. 

The  practical  effect  of  the  proposition  referred  to 
may  be  illustrated  by  supposing  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, which  includes  the  city  of  Boston,  to  contain 
ene-tenth  of  the  population,  and  one-fifth  ot  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  state;  in  this  case,  if  the  forty 
senators  were  apportioned  according  to  population, 
Boston  would  be  entitled  to  only  four,  if  apportioned 
according  to  property,  she  would  be  entitled  to  eight. 
In  other  words,  80,000  inhabitants  in  Boston  would 


have  just  twice  as  many  senators  as  80,000  inhabi- 
tants in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

In  the  case  I have  supposed,  I have  taken  even 
numbers  to  exhibit  the  working  of  the  principle; 
and  I have  not  had  opportunity  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
act proportion.  But  if  the  same  principle  were 
adopted  in  this  state,  it  would  produce,  when  applied 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  the  following  result:  Our 
city  at  the  last  state  census,  had  less  than  one-eighth 
of  the  population,  and  to  make  a senate  district  with 
four  senators,  Kings  and  Richmond  were  added. 
But  in  1839,  we  had  four-tenths  or  nearly  one-half  o( 
the  taxable  property,  which  would  give  to  this  city, 
were  the  senators  apportioned  according  to  property , 
twelve  of  the  thirty-two.  These  illustrations  are 
sufficient  to  show  the  aristocratic  nature,  and  the 
palpable  injustice,  according  to  our  notions,  what- 
ever Bostonians  may  think  of  it,  of  the  Massachu- 
setts rule. 

This  part  of  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts  is 
in  exact  accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  John 
Adams,  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  the  property 
mode  of  checking  and  balancing  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  government,  as  expounded  in  his 
defence  of  the  American  constitution,  in  which,  as 
is  well  known,  he  advocates  very  high  toned  doc- 
trines. In  the  convention  of  1821,  a vigorous  at- 
tempt was  made  by  Messrs.  Dearborn,  Lincoln, 
Childs  and  other  members  Irom  the  country,  to  get 
rid  of  this  aristocratical  provision.  Mr.  Dearborn 
moved  to  strike  it  out,  and  to  substitute,  in  its  stead, 
the  democratic  principle  of  an  apportionment  ac- 
cording to  population.  This  motion  was  opposed 
by  the  venerable  John  Adams,  then  in  the  conven- 
tion, in  a short  speech;  and  by  Daniel  Webster,  then 
a resident  of  Boston,  in  a elaborate  and  powerful 
argument.  The  motion  failed;  the  obnoxious  pro- 
vision was  retained,  and  to  this  day  it  is  a part  of  the 
constitution  of  Massachusetts;  for  which  the  people 
of  that  state  are  mainly  indebted  to  Daniel  Webster. 
I shall  now  proceed  to  read  to  you  some  extracts, 
which  will  show  you  what  sort  of  a democrat 
Daniel  Webster  then  was: 

Mr.  Webster  thus  states  the  question  with  his  ac- 
customed clearness: 

“The  immediate  question  now  under  discussion, 
is,  in  what  manner  shall  the  senators  be  elected? 
They  are  to  be  chosen  in  districts;  but  shall  they  be 
chosen  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
each  district;  or  in  proportion  to  the  taxable  proper- 
ty of  each  district;  or  in  other  words,  in  proportion 
to  the  part  which  each  district  bears  in  the  public  bur- 
dens of  the  state?  The  latter  is  the  existing  provi- 
sion of  the  constitution;  and  to  this  I give  my  sup- 
port. The  proposition  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Roxbury  (Mr.  Dearborn)  proposes  to  divide 
the  slate  into  certain  legislative  districts,  and  to  choose 
a given  number  of  representatives  in  each  district  in 
proportion  to  the  population.” 

He  then  refers  to  Messrs.  Childs,  of  Pittsfield,  and 
Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  who  supported  Mr.  Dear- 
born’s proposition  so  far  as  regarded  the  choice  of 
senators,  without  explaining  their  views  as  to  the 
choice  of  representatives,  and  after  some  comments, 
thus  repeats  his  preference  of  the  existing  provision: 

“It  has  been  said  that  the  constitution  as  it  now 
stands,  gives  more  than  an  equal  and  proper  number 
of  senators  to  the  county  of  Suffolk.  I hope  1 may 
be  thought  to  contend  lor  the  general  principle,  with- 
out being  influenced  by  any  regard  to  its  local  appli- 
cation.” “I  wish  to  look  only  to  the  principle, 
anil  as  I believe  that  to  be  sound  and  salutary,  I 
give  my  vote  in  favor  of  maintaining  it.” 

He  then  proceeds  to  argue  in  support  of  his  opi- 
nion; and  the  general  course  of  his  argument  is  this — 
that  to  make  the  senate  an  efficient  check  on  the 
house  of  representative,  there  should  be  “some  dif- 
ference of  origin,  or  character,  or  interest,  or  feeling, 
or  sentiment,  in  the  two  bodies;”  and  that  the  appor- 
tioning of  the  senate  according  to  the  property  of  the 
different  districts,  as  was  done  by  the  existing  con- 
stitution, was  a just  and  useful  mode  of  effecting  the 
difference  required.  This,  you  perceive,  is  the  very 
essence  of  the  aristocratical  doctrine,  as  defended 
by  John  Adams,  in  the  work  to  which  I referred. 

I will  now  give  you  some  extracts  from  the  argu- 
ments which  Mr.  Webster  offered  in  support  of  nis 
doctrine.  “The  gentleman  from  Roxbury  (says  he) 
called  for  authority  on  this  subject.  He  asked  what 
writer  of  reputation  had  approved  the  principle  for 
which  we  contend.”  After  some  remarks  to  show 
that,  even  if  no  authority  could  be  cited,  the  princi- 
ple should  not  be  expunged,  inasmuch  as  it  had 
worked  very  well — the  standing  argument  of  all  the 
enemies  of  reform — he  adds: 

“But,  sir,  I take  the  principle  to  be  well  establish- 
ed, by  writers  of  the  greatest  authority.  In  the  first 
place,  those  who  have  treated  of  natural  law,  have 
maintained,  as  a principle  of  that  law,  that,  as  far  as 
the  object  of  society  is  the  protection  of  something 
in  which  the  members  possess  unequal  shares,  it  is 


just  the  weight  of  each  person  in  the  common  coun- 
cils should  bear  a relation  and  proportion  to  bis  in- 
terests. Such  is  the  sentiment  of  Grotius,  and  he 
refers,  in  support  of  it,  to  several  institutions  among 
the  ancient  states.” 

Thus  it  seems  that  in  182],  Mr.  Webster  sought 
for  precedents  and  authorities,  not  in  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son and  the  democratic  principles  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  or  the  constitutions  ot  the  new 
states,  framed  after  the  triumph  of  1800;  but  in  the 
institutions  of  ancient  times;  in  no  one  of  which 
were  the  principles  of  democratic  liberty  as  now 
understood  in  our  country,  at  all  carried  ®ut.  He 
proceeds:  “Those  authors  who  have  written  more 
parlicularly  on  the  subject  of  political  institutions 
have,  many  of  them  maintained  similarsentiments.” 
To  this  effect  he  quotes  from  Montesquieu,  but  soon 
leaves  him,  to  go  to  an  author  about  a century  older, 
for  whom  he  seems  to  cherish  a peculiar  leverence, 
and  who  it  appears  expresses  his  own  sentiments 
more  exactly: 

“One  of  the  most  ingenious  of  political  writers,” 
says  Mr.  Webster,  “is  Mr.  Harrington,  an  author 
not  now  read  as  much  as  he  deserves.” 

Ah!  now  we  shall  have  the  very  quintessence  of 
political  philosophy — that  which  the  grent  expoun- 
der of  tlje  constitution,  thinks  peculiarly  worthy  of 
attention  “now”' — i.  e.  in  1821,  and  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Let  us  hear  what  Mr.  Harring- 
ton says,  that  “ingenious”  writer,  so  much  to  the 
tasteoi' Mr.  Webster,  and  whose  writings  the  Ameri- 
can democrats  have  so  stupidly  neglected.  He  goes 
on  to  tell  us  what  it  is: 

“It  is  his  leading  object  in  his  Oceana,  to  prove 
(hat  power  naturally  and  necessarily  follows 
property.  He  maintains  that  a government  found- 
ed on  property  is  legitimately  founded;  and  that  a 
government  founded  on  a disregard  of  property,  is 
founded  in  injustice,  and  can  only  be  maintained  by 
military  force,” 

Here,  fellow  citizens,  you  have  the  principle  of 
Mr.  Harrington,  whose  book  Mr.  Webster  so  highly 
approves.  And  what  is  it  but  rank  aristocracy — the 
vesting  of  the  sovereign  power  in  a particular  class 
— the  holders  of  property?  But  hear  a little  more  of 
Mr.  Webster’s  quotation  from  Mr.  Harrington: 

“If  one  man,”  says  he,  i.  e,  Harrington,  “be  sole 
landlord,  like  the  grand  seignor,  his  empire  is  abso- 
lute. If  a few  possess  the  land,  this  makes  the  Go- 
thic or  feudal  constitution.  If  the  whole  people  he 
landlords,  then  is  it  a commonwealth. 

That  is,  the  sovereign  power,  according  to  Mr. 
Harrington  and  Mr.  Webster,  should  be  vested  in 
the  holders  of  land,  to  the  exclusion  not  only  of  the 
vast  mass  who  own  no  property  of  any  kind,  but  to 
the  exclusion  also  of  the  owners  of  personal  proper- 
ty, however  large  in  amount;  and  this  sovereignty  is 
to  be  parcelled  out  among  the  landholders,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  their  respective  domains.  So 
that  a wealthy  or  fortunate  proprietor,  who  may  ac- 
quire title  to  one  of  the  wild  prairies  of  the  west  is  to 
be  lord  or  grand  seignor  of  the  tract,  though  in  process 
of  time,  ir  should  be  filled  with  thousands  of  hardy 
yeomen,  unless  the  grand  seignor  were  willing  to 
part  with  his  power,  by  selling  out  the  fee.  But 
hear  Mr.  Webster  a little  further: 

“Tt  is  strange,”  says  Mr.  Pope,  in  one  of  his  re- 
corded conversations,  “that  Harrington  should  be 
the  first  man  to  find  out  so  evident  and  demonstrable 
a truth  as  that  of  property  being  the  true  basis  and 
measure  of  power.” 

But  though  Mr.  Webster  in  his  zeal  to  support 
the  authority  of  his  favorite  author,  thus  draws  Irom 
the  rich  stores  of  his  general  reading,  a passage  fiom 
Mr.  Pope,  he  proceeds  to  correct  a mistake  into 
which  the  great  ethical  poet  had  fallen,  in  respect  to 
the  originality  of  Harrington’s  views: 

“In  truth  (says  Mr.  Webster),  Mr.  II.  was  not 
the  first.  The  idea  is  as  old  as  political  science 
itself.  It  may  be  found  in  Aristotle,  lord  Bacon,  sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  other  writers.  Harrington, 
seems  however,  to  be  the  first  writer,  who  has  illus- 
trated and  expanded  the  principle,  and  given  to  it 
the  effect  and  prominence  which  justly  belong  to  it. 
To  this  sentiment,  sir,  I entirely  agree.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  plain  that,  in  the  absence  of  military  force, 
political  power  naturally  and  necessarily  goes  into 
the  hands  which  hold  the  property.” 

Can  any  thing,  fellow  citizens,  be  more  distinct, 
unambiguous,  unequivocal  than  this?  Mr.  Webster 
not  only  defends  the  particular  aristocratical  provi- 
sion contained  in  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts, 
but,  in  doing  so,  is  at  great  pains  to  lay  down,  in  the 
clearest  and  most  positive  terms,  the  general  princi- 
ple of  aristocratical  domination;  to  express  his  pre- 
ference for  it;  and  to  vindicate  it  as  the  only  true  and 
legitimate  basis  of  government.  He  draws  his  prin- 
ciples, not  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  whom  he  now  so 
much  admires  and  reveres;  not  from  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  which  affirms  jt  to  be  a self-evident 
truth  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  that  govern- 
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raent  derives  its  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed,  (and  the  honest  laborer,  or  mechanic,  or 
merchant,  is  surely  among  the  governed,  even  though 
he  may  not  own  a foot  of  the  land),  not  from  t tie  va- 
rious American  authors  and  institutions  which  vin- 
dicate this  doctrine,  but  from  the  musty  pages  of 
Aristotle,  and  from  the  imperfect  views  of  the  early 
pioneers  in  the  path  of  liberty,  and  especially  Har- 
rington, the  least  democratic  of  the  class. 

Fellow  citizens,  of  all  classes — fellow  democrats, 
fellow  workingmen — fori  am  too  a workingman, 
and  have  been  so  from  boyhood — and  to  labor,  pa- 
tient labor  in  my  calling — labor  not  more  honora- 
ble or  useful  than  yours,  but  I am  sure  equally,  if 
not  more  severe — am  I indebted  for  whatever  of  sub- 
stance or  consideration  I possess — I put  it  to  you, 
if  the  doctrines  thus  advocated  by  Mr.  Webster — 
doctrines  which  would  deny  to  the  intelligent  mer- 
chant, or  trader,  or  shipmaster — to  the  industrious 
mechanic — to  the  useful  laborer  in  all  the  various 
departments  of  industry,  their  equal  right  to  partici- 
pate in  the  power  of  the  government,  according  to 
their  numbers,  because  they  do  not  own  a farm  in 
the  country  or  a tenement  in  town,  although  they 
contribute  by  militia  and  jury  service,  and  even  by 
tax  on  personal  property,  to  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, are  not  eminently  aristocratic;  and  whether 
the  man  who  deliberately,  studiously,  laboriously, 
defends  such  doctrines,  is  not,  in  the  highest  sense 
in  which  an  American  statesman  can  be,  an  aristo- 
crat? [Loud  cries  of  he  is,  he  is,  from  all  parts  of 
the  room  ] 

There  are  several  other  passages  equally  pertinent 
and  if  possible  even  stronger  than  any  I have  read, 
which  I will  not  now  read,  because  I can  no  longer 
trespass  in  this  way  on  your  time;  but  I shall  cause 
them  to  be  incorporated  in  the  report  of  what  I am 
now  saying,  by  which  you  will  see  that,  while  he 
occasionally  utters  a sound  remark,  he  goes  on  to 
argue  and  reason,  at  great  length,  and  with  the  so- 
lemnity of  a deep  and  thorough  conviction  of  the 
truth  and  justice  of  what  he  was  maintaining,  that 
the  principle  for  which  he  contended  was  not  only 
right  in  itself,  but  necessary  to  the  promotion  of  so- 
cial order;  because  that  portion  of  the  people  who 
were  not  possessed  of  pioperty  were  incapable  of 
self-government,  and  unfit  to  share  any  portion  of 
political  power. 

[The  iollowingare  the  further  extracts  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Butler: 

“The  freest  government,  if  it  could  exist,  would 
not  be  long  acceptable,  if  the  tendency  of  the  laws 
were  to  create  a rapid  accumulation  of  property  in 
lew  hands,  and  to  render  the  great  mass  of  the  po- 
pulation dependent  and  penniless.  In  such  a case, 
the  popular  power  must  break  in  upon  the  rights  qf 
property,  or  else  the  influence  of  property  must  limit 
and  control  the  exercise  of  popular  power.  Univer- 
sal suffrage,  lor  example,  could  not  long  exist  in  a 
community  w here  there  was  great  inequality  of  pro- 
perty. The  holders  of  estates  would  be  obliged,  in 
such  case,  either  in  some  way  to  restrain  the  right 
of  suffrage,  or  else  such  right  of  suffrage  would,  ere 
long,  divide  ike  property! 

“In  the  nature  of  things,  those  who  have  not  pro- 
perly, and  see  their  neighbors  possess  much  more 
than  they  think  they  need,  cannot  be  favorable  to 
laws  made  for  the  protection  of  property.  When 
this  class  becomes  numerous  it  grows  clamorous. — 
It  looks  on  properly  as  its  plunder,  and  is  naturally 
ready  at  all  times  for  violence  and  revolution.  It 
would  seein,  then,  to  be  the  partof  political  wisdom 
to  found  government  on  properly,  and  to  establish 
such  distribution  of  property  by  the  laws  which  re- 
gulate its  transmission  and  alienation,  as  to  interest 
the  great  majority  in  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  is,  I imagine,  the  true  theory,  the  ac- 
tual practice  of  our  republican  institutions.” 

* * * * * 

“If  the  nature  of  our  institutions  be  to  found  go- 
vernment on  property,  and  that  it  should  look  to 
those  who  hold  property  for  its  protection,  it  is  en- 
tirely'just  that  properly  should  have  its  due  weight 
and  consideration  in  political  arrangements.  Life 
and  personal  liberty  are  no  doubt  to  be  protected  by 
law;  but  property  is  also  to  be  protected  by  law,  and 
is  the  fund  out  of  which  the  means  for  protecting 
life  and  liberty  are  usually  furnished.  We  have  no 
experience  that  teaches  11s  that  any  other  rights  are 
sate  where  property  is  not  safe.  Confiscation  and 
plunder  are,  generally,  in  revolutionary  commotions, 
not  far  before  banishment, imprisonment,  and  death. 
It  would  be  monstrous  to  give  even  the  name  of  go- 
vernment to  any  association  in  which  the  rights  of 
property  should  not  be  competently  secured.  The 
disastrous  revolutions  the  world  has  witnessed — 
those  political  thunder  storms  and  earthquakes 
which  have  overthrown  the  pillars  of  society,  from 
their  deepest  foundations,  have  been  revolutions 
ugainst  property .” 

* * * * * 


“The  English  revolution  of  1688  was  a revolu- 
tion in  favor  of  property  as  well  as  of  other  rights. 
It  was  brought  about  by  the  men  of  property  for  their 
security;  and  our  own  immortal  revolution  was  un- 
dertaken, not  to  share  or  plunder  property,  but  to 
protect  it.  The  acts  of  which  the  country  com- 
plained were  such  as  violated  the  rights  of  property.” 
Look  at  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  its 
catalogue  of  grievances;  mark  how  very  few  are  vio- 
lations of  rights  of  property,  how  many  are  viola- 
tions of  personal  and  civil  liberty,  and  ol  other  rights 
beside  those  of  property. 

“An  immense  majority  of  all  those  who  had  an 
interest  in  the  soil  were  in  favor  of  the  revolution; 
and  they  carried  it  through,  looking  to  its  result  for 
the  security  of  their  possessions.  It  was  the  pro 
perly  of  the  frugal  yeomanry  of  New  England,  hard 
earned,  but  freely  given,  that  enabled  her  to  act  her 
proper  part,  and  perform  her  full  duty  in  achieving 
the  independence  of  the  country.” 

True;  but  how  few,  how  very  few  of  the  brave 
sons  of  New  England,  who  flocked  to  Bunker’s 
Hill,  and  who  fought  in  other  battle  fields,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  union,  were  land  owners. 

****** 

In  another  part  of  the  speech,  Mr.  Webster,  to 
maintain  the  peculiar  weight  which  he  claims  for 
property,  argues  that  it  is  to  property  the  ptople  of 
Massachusetts  are  indebted  ior  the  great  blessings 
of  their  common  school  system,  in  the  following  words: 
“What  is  it  but  the  properly  of  the  rich  devoted 
by  law  to  the  education  of  ttie  poor,  which  has  pro- 
duced this  state  of  things — [the  general  intelligence 
of  Massachusetts?]  Does  any  history  show  proper 
ty  more  beneficently  applied?  Did  any  government 
ever  subject  the  property  of  those  who  have  estates 
to  a burden  more  favorable  to  the  poor,  or  more  use- 
ful to  the  whole  community?” 

“Sir,  property,  and  the  power  which  the  law  ex- 
ercises over  it,  for  the  purpose  of  instruction,  is  the 
basis  of  the  system.  It  is  entitled  to  the  respect 
and  protection  of  government,  because  in  a very  vi- 
tal respect  it  aids  and  sustains  the  government.” 
“The  honorable  member  from  Worcester,  in  con 
tending  for  the  admission  of  the  mere  popular  prin 
ciple  in  all  branches  of  the  government,  told  us  that 
our  system  rested  on  the  intelligence  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  told  us  truly.  But  allow  me,  sir,  to  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman,  what  but  property  supplies 
the  means  of  that  intelligence?  What  living  foun- 
tain feeds  this  overflowing,  ever-refreshing,  ever 
fertilizing  stream  of  public  instruction  and  general 
intelligence?  If  we  take  away  from  the  towns  ttie 
power  of  assessing  taxes  or  property,  will  the  school 
houses  remain  open?  If  we  deny  to  the  poor  ttie 
benefit  which  they  now  derive  from  the  property  of 
the  rich , will  their  children  remain  on  their  farms, 
or  will  they  not  rather  be  in  the  streets  in  idleness 
and  vice?” 

****** 

He  extends  the  same  argument  to  the  provisions 
which  had  existed  in  Massachusetts,  for  the  main 
tenance  of  religious  worship  by  taxation,  and  de- 
fends its  propriety  and  usefulness.] 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  have  1 not  fulfilled  my 
pledge?  Have  I not  proved  Mr.  Webster  by  his 
votes  and  speeches  in  congress,  and  above  all  in 
the  convention  in  Massachusetts,  to  be  an  aristo- 
crat? [Cries  of,  you  have — you  have.]  Have  I 
occupied  your  time  or  wasted  iny  strength  by  mere 
declamation?  True,  I have  spoken  loud,  because 
I wished  you  all  to  hear;  I have  spoken  with  fervor 
and  animation,  because  1 have  deeply  felt  the  inter 
est  of  the  subject;  I have  spoken  distinctly  ami  po- 
sitively, because  1 had  the  proofs  in  my  possession; 
I have  argued  with  warmth  and  earnestness,  be- 
cause I wished  to  communicate  to  your  minds  the 
convictions  of  my  own;  but  have  I indulged  in  mere 
idle  or  abusive  declamation?  [Cries  ot  no — no — 
you  have  proved  him  an  aristocrat.] 

Fellow  citizens,  it  has  been  no  pleasant  task  to 
go  through  the  exposition  I have  now  made.  It  was 
far  from  my  wish  to  make  Mr.  Webster  the  theme 
of  so  large  a portion  of  my  remarks;  for  whilst  there 
is  no  reason  why  I should  shun,  when  duty  requires, 
the  discussion  of  his  conduct  or  opinions,  I have  no 
motive  for  seeking  a personal  controversy  with  him. 
A.s  persons  associated  for  several  years  in  the  go 
vernment  of  the  country,  though  in  different  depart- 
ments, ami  as  members  of  the  same  profession,  we 
have  frequently  been  brought  together;  and  on  my 
part,  though  differing  from  him  in  political  senti- 
ments, it  has  always  given  me  pleasure  to  recognise 
his  claims  to  personal  courtesy  and  respect;  whilst 
from  him,  I have,  in  like  manner,  received  the  same 
courtesy  and  respect. 

During  my  residence  at  Washington  he  was  more 
than  once  my  welcome  and  honored  guest;  and  we 
have  never  met  since  without  taken  each  other  by 
the  hand.  He  has  declared,  in  his  recent  speech, 
that  the  man  who  says  he  is  an  aristocrat,  is  a liar ; 


and  that  the  man  who  will  1101  meet  him  lanly  wnh 
argument,  bui  uses  idle  and  abusive  declamation  in 
stead,  and  then  will  not  come  within  the  leach  of 
his  arm,  is  not  only  a liar  but  a coward.  In  ttie 
sense  before  defined,  I have  pronounced,  and  Jo 
again  pronounce  him,  an  aristocrat;  and  I feel  that 
in  doing  so,  1 have  not  only  not  violated,  but  have 
spoken  the  truth.  I have  done  more;  I have  prov- 
ed him  an  aristocrat  by  record  evidence,  from  which, 
with  all  his  power  of  argument,  I do  not  believe  he 
can  escape.  Having  the  proofs  in  my  memoiy, 
which,  for  good  or  for  evil,  is  a tenacious  and  a rea- 
dy one;  understanding  perfectly  well  theii  pertinen- 
cy and  conclusiveness,  I could  not,  as  one  of  the 
free  citizens  of  this  state,  permit  this  gentleman  (o 
come  inlo  the  midst  of  us.  and  set  up  the  bold  pre- 
tension that  he  was  a democrat  of  the  school  of  Jef- 
ferson, and  in  no  sense  a member  of  the  opposite 
school — the  school  of  aristocracy — without  resolv- 
ing, on  the  instant,  to  expose  to  public  view  the  er- 
ror and  folly  ot  that  pretension.  The  unprecedent- 
ed language  he  thought  proper  to  employ,  and  the 
implied  threat  with  which  his  assertion  was  con- 
cluded, only  made  me  the  more  resolved  to  nail  it, 
as  worthless  coin,  to  the  counter.  Alter  what  has 
occured,  I shall  not  unnecessarily  obtrude  on  the 
presence  or  the  sociely  of  Mr.  Webster;  but  with- 
out descending  to  imitate,  as  he  has  done,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  braggart,  1 think  it  light  to  say,  that 
so  often  as  official  duty,  or  professional  occupation, 
or  the  business  or  courtesies  of  life,  shall  make  it 
proper  to  place  myself  “within  the  reach  ol  his  arm,” 
most  assuredly  1 shall  do  so.  [Cheers  long  and 
loud.] 

Fellow  citizens:  In  the  pretensions  now  made  by 
the  whig  party  and  its  leaders  to  be  the  disciples  of 
Thomas  Jetferson,  and  the  tr  ie  exponents  of  the 
democratic  faith  promulgated  by  him,  there  is  in- 
volved a most  impressive  moral,  lo  which,  belore  I 
conclude,  1 must  direct  your  attention.  When  the 
principles  of  that  faith  were  first  brought  before  tile 
people — when,  in  opposition  lo  the  dogmas  and  the 
acts  of  the  “reign  of  terror,”  they  were  made  the 
rallying  point  of  the  democracy  of  numbers — when 
they  were  established  by  the  victory  ot  1800,  as 
rules  of  policy — during  the  democratic  administra- 
tions which  succeeded,  and  until  a very  recent  day, 
they  were  bitterly  denounced  by  a great  parly,  em- 
bracing most  of  the  wealth  and  the  educated  talent 
of  the  country,  as  utterly  unconstitutional,  immo- 
ral and  destructive  During  all  this  period,  every 
distinguished  advocate  olthese  principles,  and  ahove 
all  l tie  man  who  gave  them  form  and  symmetry, 
ami  W'ho  first  applied  them  to  the  government  of 
the  country,  was  marked  and  singled  out  lor  the  de- 
termined opposition,  the  unsparing  censure,  of  that 
party.  What  do  we  now  see  and  hear? 

The  two  parties  into  which  the  country  is  divid- 
ed, acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  democratic  creed. 
Each  claims  for  its  ow  n peculiar  policy  the  merit 
of  conformity  to  that  creed — each  inscribes  on  ils 
banner  the  name  of  Jetferson,  each  demands  to  be 
regarded  as  the  repository  of  his  principles,  amt 
each  rallies  for  a candidate  who  professes  to  take 
Jefferson  as  his  mentor.  Many  of  those  wno  op- 
posed him  when  in  office,  and  who  opposed  his 
successor  because  he  was  the  disciple  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  are  now  loudest  in  his  praise;  and,  lo 
complete  the  triumph  of  Jeliersonian  democracy, 
we  have  just  seen  that  the  ablest  and  most  eminent 
of  this  class — one  who  was  nurtured  111  the  antago- 
nistic school — who,  as  an  orator  and  politician,  made 
his  debat  in  defence  of  the  doctrines  of  ancient  fe- 
deralism— who  opposed  the  restrictive  system  of 
Jetferson  and  Madison — who  opposed  the  declara- 
tion of  war — who  came  inlo  public  life  a federal 
member  of  congress,  elected  during  the  first  year  of 
the  war  as  its  avowed  and  determined  opponent — 
who  from  May,  1813,  w hen  he  took  his  seat  in  con- 
gress, to  the  peace  of  Ghent,  was  among  the  fore- 
most in  the  ranks  of  opposition — who,  at  the  ses- 
sion of  September,  1814,  could  still  remain  a 
leader  in  those  ranks,  though  the  body  of  which  he 
was  a member  had  been  duven  from  ils  hall  bv  the 
torch  ol  the  enemy,  and  was  surrounded  on  every 
side  by  traces  of  the  invasion,  the  triumph  and  the 
barbarism  of  th.it  enemy — w ho  could  hold  out,  an 
active  leader  in  those  ranks,  even  after  it  was  known 
that  the  British  government  insisted  on  the  cession 
of  a large  portion  of  our  territory,  now  among  the 
fairest  regions  of  the  west,  as  a sine  qua  non,  the 
only  condition  of  peace — who  could  hold  out  and 
hang  back,  though  several  of  his  associates,  with 
the  chivalrous  Hanson  at  their  head,  nobly  gave  up 
their  opposition,  on  the  ground  that  the  war  had 
now  assumed  a new  character,  and  that,  to  prevent 
a dismemberment  of  the  union,  (hey  would  cheerfully 
vote  to  the  men  in  power  all  needful  supplies — who 
could  hold  out  and  hang  back,  a leader  in  opposi- 
tion, whilst  the  Hartford  convention  were  plotting 
their  treasonable  plans,  whilst  the  enemy  was  ma- 
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turing  his  expedition  against  New  Orleans,  and  up 
to  the  very  last  moment  of  the  war — who,  long  af- 
ter this,  avowed  the  aristocratical  doctrines  of  go- 
vernment which  I have  laid  before  you,  and  whose 
whole  public  career,  in  the  councils  of  the  union, 
has  been  signally  hostile  to  the  policy  and  wishes 
of  Mr.  Jefferson— gives  the  sanction  of  his  high 
authority  to  the  truth,  the  justice,  the  wisdom  of 
the  democratic  creed.  [Immense  cheering] . What 
an  illustration  have  we  in  these  changes  of  opinion 
— in  these  clamorous  pretensions  to  discipleship  in 
the  school  of  democracy — of  the  vitality,  the  omni- 
potence of  truth.  In  the  language  of  one  of  our 
own  number — one  who  to  the  fame  of  the  true  poet 
add3  the  equally  high  honor  of  a champion  for  de- 
mocratic liberty — 

“Truth,  crushed  to  earth,  shall  rise  again, 

The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers; 

But  error,  wounded,  writhes  with  pain, 

And  dies  among  his  worshippers.” 

[Cries  from  all  parts  of  the  room — “three  cheers 
for  William  C.  Bryant” — which  were  given  with 
the  greatest  enthusiasm]. 

Once  more.  In  this  universal  adoption  of  the 
democratic  creed,  and  this  anxiety  to  be  regarded 
as  the  true  successors  of  those  who  elected  and  sus- 
tained Mr.  Jefferson,  what  a homage  to  him  and  to 
them!  Who  and  what  were  they?  From  what  class 
did  they  mainly  come?  From  the  well  born  or  the 
wealthy — from  those  who  deemed  themselves  the 
select,  the  wiser,  the  better,  the  higher  classes?  or 
from  those  who  were  sneered  at  by  the  self-consti- 
tuted aristocracy  of  1798,  and  of  subsequent  times, 
as  the  poorer,  the  lower  classes?  Fellow  citizens, 
they  were  just  such  men  as  you  and  I,  and  our  as- 
sociates of  the  present  day — some  merchants  and 
professional  men,  and  some  of  the  wealthy  and  dis- 
tinguished; but  for  the  most  part  farmers,  small  tra- 
ders, mechanics,  artizans,  seamen,  fishermen,  and 
day  laborers  of  every  grade  and  kind.  Just  such 
charges  too  were  made  against  them  and  their  can- 
didate, as  are  made  now  by  our  opponents.  Just 
such  opprobrious  and  scurrilous  epithets  were  then 
heaped  on  them  as  are  now  showered  on  the  sup- 
porters of  Van  Buren.  Loco  focos,  levellers,  jaco- 
bins, destructives,  agrarians,  infidels,  these  are  some 
of  the  choicest  epithets  commonly  bestowed  upon 
us  by  the  whig  presses  and  orators.  Labored  efforts 
are  also  made  to  persuade  men  of  property,  and  I lie 
religious  portions  of  the  community,  that  the  object 
of  the  party  which  supports  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  to 
overturn  the  foundations  of  social  order,  to  deprive 
purenls  of  the  power  of  transmitting  the  fruits  of 
their  industry  to  their  children;  to  divide  estates 
among  the  democracy  of  numbers;  to  destroy  reli- 
gious institutions;  and,  in  the  room  of  every  thing 
valuable  and  sacred,  to  substitute  the  reign  of  vul- 
gar violence  and  ruthless  infidelity.  A pamphlet 
called  “The  Crisis  of  the  Country,”  written,  as  is 
said,  by  a clergyman,  who  assumes  the  name  of  Ju- 
nius, has,  within  a few  weeks,  been  published  and 
industriously  circulated,  for  the  very  purpose  of  es 
tablishing  these  monstrous  accusations.  But  what  of 
all  this?  Toe  same  contemptuous  epithets,  and 
even  in  larger  abundance,  were  poured  upon  the 
heads  of  the  true  hearted  men  who  accomplished, 
by  years  of  heroic  effort,  the  civil  revolution  of 
1800.  The  federal  press — and  that  was  almost  the 
whole  press  of  the  country — teemed  with  the  most 
violent  abuse;  the  irreligious  and  anti-social  spirit 
of  the  worst  periods  of  the  French  revolution  was 
imputed  to  Jefferson  and  his  compatriots;  the  alarm 
cry  of  danger  to  order  and  religion  was  sounded 
from  the  pulpit.  It  was  frequently  charged,  and 
doubtless  many  good  men  were  made  to  believe, 
that  if  the  democracy  triumphed,  property  would  be 
wrested  from  its  owners,  churches  be  demolished, 
the  Bible  be  burnt,  and  the  Sabbath  be  blotted  out. 
Still,  the  honest  and  unterrified  democracy  of  that 
day  nobly  persevered.  They  were  neither  shaken 
by  the  assaults  of  their  enemies,  nor  seduced  by  the 
appliances  of  wealth,  nor  overawed  by  the  arm  of 
power;  they  believed  their  principles  to  be  sound; 
‘they  knew  their  motives  to  be  pure,  and  they  trust- 
ed to  time — the  great  vindicator — to  do  justice  to 
both.  They  triumphed;  and  though  croakers  and 
aristocrats  continued  to  oppose  and  to  calumniate, 
the  country,  under  the  influence  of  their  principles 
and  measures,  received  an  impulse  which  has  car- 
ried it  forward  with  a rapidity  and  success  unparal- 
leled in  the  history  of  our  race;  and  what  is  more, 
the  tranquillity,  morality  and  religion  which  have 
adorned  and  blessed  American  society,  for  the  last 
forty  years,  have  conclusively  demonstrated  the  con- 
sistency of  Jeffersonian  democracy  with  the  safe- 
guards of  social  order,  the  benign  principles  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  the  exemplary  practice  of  the 
purest  morals.  This  very  experience  it  is  which 
has  brought  about  the  change  of  opinion  to  which 
we  have  adverted;  it  completes  the  vindication  of 
the  man  of  1809.  [Cheers]. 


Fellow  citizens:  In  the  midst  of  the  abuse  and 
slanders  by  which  we  are  assailed;  in  spite  of  brag- 
gart threats  and  frantic  prophecies  of  victory  to 
others  and  defeat  to  us;  yea,  even  when  appearances 
may  seem  to  be  against  us;  let  us  not,  fora  moment, 
be  discouraged.  We  stand  upon  democratic  ground; 
we  stand  where  the  men  of  1800  stood;  we  are  their 
true,  their  only,  their  not  unworthy  successors. — 
They  struggled  with  difficulties  far  greater  than 
ours;  their  sky  was  infinitely  darker;  and  yet  they 
conquered.  So  shall  we,  if  we  are  faithful  to  our- 
selves and  to  the  principles  they  bequeathed  U3;  for 
now,  ns  then,  thvir  principles  are  identified  with 
truth,  and  to  her  belong,  not  only  “the  eternal  years 
of  God,”  but,  sooner  or  later,  the  crown  of  triumph. 
[Repeated  and  long  continued  cheers], 

VIRGINIA  WHIG  CONVENTION  AT  RICHMOND. 

The  Richmond  Whig  of  the  7th  says:  “The  con- 
vention of  the  5th  will  be  an  epoch  in  the  existence 
of  the  thousands  who  thronged  the  metropolis  on 
yesterday  and  the  day  before.  We  had  anticipated 
much,  but  all  our  expectations,  sanguine  as  they 
were,  fell  far  short  of  the  reality.  Never  beiore 
have  we  seen  such  an  assemblage — whether  re- 
spect be  had  to  the  number — the  appearance,  the 
respectability  or  the  intelligence.  Thera  were  not 
less  than  15,000,  and  many,  accustomed  to  estimating 
the  numbers  of  multitudes,  put  them  down  at  not 
less  than  20,000.  The  cream  of  the  Old  Dominion 
was  assembled.  The  good,  the  wise,  the  patiiotic 
— the  fanner,  the  mechanic,  the  lawyer,  the  doctor,’ 
the  merchant,  the  student,  lair,  the  lovely  fair — the 
old  and  the  young,  the  soldier  of  the  revolution,  the 
soldier  of  the  late  war,  all  were  here,  coming  from 
every  corner  of  this  far  famed  old  commonwealth. 

No  language  can  convey  any  idea  of  the  thrilling 
excitement — the  rapturous  enjoyment  of  the  occa- 
sion.— Never  were  so  many  happy  people  found 
together — within  the  limits  of  this  state.  Smiles 
were  playing  upon  every  cheek — and  jog,  the  joy 
which  patriot  hearts  alone  can  feel  at  the  certain 
prospect  of  recaptured  freedom,  was  beaming  from 
ever}'  eve.  The  whole  city  was  all  life  and  anima- 
tion. Joyousness  and  happiness  every  where  pre- 
vailed. Sobriety  and  decorum,  thanks  to  the  noble 
character  of  Virginia  gentlemen,  and  the  regula- 
tions of  the  marshals  and  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, knew  no  interruption.  All  were  contented, 
and  delighted;  all  were  amply  accommodated  with 
creature  comforts;  all  were  thrilled  by  the  intellec- 
tual treat  spread  before  them,  and  all  had  their 
patriotic  enthusiasm  still  farther  inflamed  for  the 
great  struggle  at  hand.  The  day,  we  repeat,  will  be 
a memorable  epoch  in  the  lives  of  all  who  were 
present. 

The  5th  was  ushered  in  by  a glorious  sun,  which 
seemed,  if  possible,  still  farther  to  exhilirate  the 
multitudes  which  came  together.  The  weather 
throughout  has  been  as  sweet  as  the  heart  could 
have  desired.  By  day,  a cheering  sun,  by  night,  a 
lovely  moon.  The  heavens  smile  upon  a prospe- 
rous cause! 

Governor  Barbour,  of  Orange,  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  convention.  He  responded  to  the  com- 
pliment in  a characteristic  speech,  teeming  with 
noble  sentiments  and  patriotic  appeals. 

The  whig  electors  who  were  in  attendance,  were 
elected  vice  presidents,  and  judge  Beverly  Tucker 
and  James  M.  Garnett,  esq.  secretaries. 

Mr.  Leigh  then  submitted  an  address,  worthy  of 
the  spirit  of  ’76,  which  was  adopted  by  acclamation. 

As  soon  as  this  was  over,  the  president  introduced 
to  the  convention,  our  distinguished  guest,  the  il- 
lustrious senator  from  the  Old  Bay  state.  The  wel- 
come loud  and  long  continued,  which  ascended 
Iroin  fifteen  thousand  Virginians,  told  him  at  once, 
that  he  was  at  home.  Of  the  maimer  in  which  he 
responded  to  the  hearty  welcome,  the  reader  can 
judge  for  himself,  by  the  faithful  report  of  the 
speech  in  another  column.  All  we  have  to  say  is, 
that  the  illustrious  fame  of  the  orator,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  thousands  who  heard  him  was  fully  sus- 
tained. He  proved  himself  every  thing  that  had 
been  expected  of  him  and  more. 

When  Mr.  Webster  concluded,  the  convention 
'idjourned  till  4 o’clock.  During  the  evening,  va- 
rious, little  squads  of  3,000  each,  were  addressed 
by  Mr.  W.n.  S.  Archer,  Mr.  John  Hill,  Mr.  John 
Campbell,  and  again  by  Mr.  Webster,  towards  sun 
down,  in  one  of  those  bursts  of  mighty  eloquence, 
to  which  he  alone  can  give  birth.  After  night  the 
speaking  was  continued  until  12  o’clock,  at  the  capi- 
tol  by  Messrs.  Butts,  Snowden,  of  Alexandria, 
Skinner,  of  Baltimore  and  Duncan,  of  Louisiana; 
and  at  the  log  cabin  by  Messrs.  B.  W.  Leigh, 
and  Culler,  of  Buckingham.  The  delight  of  the 
audience  throughout  these  various  speeches,  was 
manifested  by  frequent  and  rapturous  applause. 

Yeslerday,  at  10  o’clock,  Mr.-  Rives  addressed 
the  convention  in  a speech  of  some  4 hours — the 


numbers  but  little,  if  any  diminished  from  the  day 
preceding.  One  of  the  most  striking  features  in 
this  vast  assemblage,  has  been  that  of  deep,  intense 
and  unflagging  interest  of  the  whole.  At  midnight, 
when  the  last  speaker  concluded,  a universal  cry 
arose  for  mote  speaking.  Until  last  evening,  in  all 
our  intercouse  with  the  delegates  from  every  quar- 
ter, we  heard  no  man  make  mention  onre  of  going 
home.  That  such  a place  as  sweet  home  existed, 
appeared  to  have  passed  from  their  memories 
altogether — so  wholly  absorbed  were  they  all  by  the 
thrilling  scenes  around  them. 

During  last  evening,  Mr.  Humes,  of  Abingdon, 
and  gov.  Barbour  addressed  the  convention.  The 
interest  continued  unabated  throughout.  At  night, 
the  log  cabin  and  the  capitol  square  resounded  with 
bursts  of  eloquence  again,  which  are  still  delighting 
vast  multitudes,  as  our  paper  goes  to  press. 

Mr.  Webster,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his 
fellow  citizens  made  his  appearance  within  the 
logs — now  the  most  famous  temple  of  liberty  in  the 
land — the  theatre  of  the  most  brilliant  oratorical 
displays  of  the  age,  and  spoke  for  two  hours,  in  a 
strain  as  he  only  can  speak.  The  longer  he  stays 
here,  the  deeper  interest  he  excites — both  on  his 
own  account — and  on  account  of  the  Old  Bay  state, 
which  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  to  Old  Virginia  in 
the  time=  that  tried  men’s  souls.  We  have  no  time 
nor  space  to  characterise  the  speech  of  last  night. 
Enough,  that  it  was  worthy  of  Daniel  Webster. 

When  the  vast  multitude  had  marched  in  proces- 
sion and  occupied  the  area  on  the  south  side  of  the 
capitol, 

R.  T.  Daniel,  esq.  chairman  of  the  sub-commit- 
tee of  arrangements,  came  forward  and  said; 

Fellow  citizens  of  Virginia.  In  behalf  of  the 
whigs  of  Richmond,  as  their  officers,  and  expressing 
their  will,  the  sub-committee  beg  leave  to  nominate 
our  distinguished  guest  and  countrymen,  James 
Barbour,  to  be  president  of  this  convention.  All 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  nomination  say,  aye. — 
(Loud  acclamationof  applause.)  The  noes  I need 
not  put.  (Laughter). 

So  Mr.  Barbour  was  declared  to  be  didy  elected 
president  oi  the  convention;  whereupon  he  rose 
(amidst  loud  cheers)  and  said: 

Fellow  citizens. — I rise  to  express  to  you  my 
profound  sensibility  at  the  high  honor  which  has 
been  conferred  upon  me  by  this  vast  assemblage  of 
my  countrymen;  an  assemblage  the  like  unto  which, 
whether  vve  look  to  numbers,  intelligence  or  pa- 
triotism, has  not  been  seen  before  in  this  ancient 
commonwealth.  If  the  measure  of  Martin  Van 
Buren’s  glory  was  filled  by  serving  a master,  how 
much  more  must  mine  be  full  to  ov  erflowing  when 
called  upon  to  serve  such  a people.  (Cheers.)  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  the  most  auspicious  omens. 
Look  at  yon  bright  sky;  heaven  has  vouchsafed  us 
a day  which  there  is  no  speck  to  obscure,  like  the 
purity  of  that  character  which  vve  all  delight  to 
honor.  The  day  itself  stands  high  in  the  American 
calendar — rendered  illustrious  by  a victory  achiev- 
ed by  our  beloved  fellow  citizen,  William  Henry 
Harrison.  The  whole  American  people  have  borne 
testimony  to  the  distinguished  services  which  he 
rendered,  and  I myself  had  the  honor  to  bring  for- 
ward the  first  resolution  which  proposed  to  make  a 
perpetual  record  of 'the  achievement,  and  proclaim 
him  tlie  benefactor  of  his  country.  I hope  that  on 
this  day  even  the  traducing,  slandering  politician 
will  stand  rebuked,  and  forbear  by  sacrilegious 
hand  to  erase  the  record  which  his  common  country 
prepared  for  him;  and  in  lieu  of  which  they  have 
been  endeavoring,  by  means  the  most  foul,  to  write 
infamy  on  his  name. 

But,  fellow  citizens,  we  are  assembled  for  infi- 
nitely higher  purposes  than,  these.  We  are  here  to 
conceit  measures,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
to  drive  the  spoilers  from  office,  to  substitute  honest 
men  in  their  places,  and  to  bring  (he  government 
back  to  that  simplicity,  economy  and  integrity  with- 
out which  a republican  government  cannot  exist;  to 
drive  back  the  executive  within  the  sphere  design- 
ed for  him  by  the  constitution;  to  re-establish  the 
independence  and  virtue  of  congress;  to  reinstate 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  to  replace  the  con- 
stitution on  the  eminence  from  which  it  has  been 
cast  down.  This  is  the  great  purpose,  as  I under- 
stand,for  which  we  have  been  gathered  together. 
The  spectacle  now  exhibiting  throughout  this  vast 
country,  and  of  which  this  constitutes  so  distin- 
guished a part,  is  the  most  august  within  the  con- 
ception of  the  human  mind;  an  entire  nation — fif- 
tean  millions  of  freemen  sitting  in  judgment  on  the 
misdeeds  of  their  evil  rulers;  they  have  deliberately 
inquired  into  the  charges  preferred;  they  have  ex- 
amined the  evidence;  they  have  impartially  decid- 
ed, and  the  fiat  has  gone  forth  that  those  rulers  are 
guilty. 

Look  at  the  mighty  hearings  of  this  vast  people, 
whose  every  surge  is  prophetic  of  (he  doom  of  those 
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■men  who  have  betrayed  their  trust.  When  I look 
upon  this  assemblage,  when  I turn  my  eye  upon  the 
var'n'Jj  flags  which  I see  around  me,  I feel  confi- 
dent that  liberty  herself  is  delighted  to  look  down 
upon  the  scene;  and  that  when  she  contemplates 
these  banners  dedicated  to  her  cause,  and  thinks  on 
the  still  stronger  hearts  that  surround  them,  she 
feels  that  any  attempt  at  her  violation  would  be  re- 
pelled with  ten  thousand  swords.  But,  my  fellow 
citizens,  let  us  not  disguise  the  fact,  that,  however 
auspicious  the  omens  are,  we  have  an  adversary  to 
^contend  with,  powerful  and  subtle  and  formidable, 
on  account  of  the  means  of  corruption  and  usurpa- 
tion which  he  possesses,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  employs  them.  I thank  God  we  have  virtue 
and  knowledge.  Many  illustrious  patriots  have 
gone  forth  with  the  gospel  of  liberty  in  their  hands, 
which  they  have  proclaimed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  hills  and  the  vallies;  and  to  which  every  where 
there  has  been  a response  cheering  to  the  hearts  of 
' freemen. 

But  let  us  beware  of  too  much  confidence,  which 
is  frequently  but  another  name  for  defeat.  Let 
every  man  consider  himself  the  defender  of  the 
constitution  and  the  laws;  let  every  man  depend  on 
his  own  exertions;  let  him  night  and  day  apply 
himself  to  the  great  work;  let  him  consider  every 
sacrifice  as  dust  in  the  balance  compared  to  the  great 
prize  for  which  we  are  contending.  With  this  we 
shall  have  nothing  to  apprehend.  The  result  is 
inevitable. 

But  let  me  address  myself  to  Virginians  particu- 
larly. The  adversary  is  about  to  take  means,  not, 
as  may  be  supposed  to  effect  the  great  question,  but 
to  save  it  possible,  this  ancient  and  honorable  com- 
monwealth from  the  general  defeat.  Virginia  let  it 
be  said  with  sorrow  and  shame,  casting  for  a moment 
her  former  glory  into  dark  oblivion,  did  once  suffer 
her  honors  to  be  trailed  in  the  dust  when  she  per- 
mitted herself  to  become  the  tail  to  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren,  Amo?  Kendall  and  company.  But  she  feels  the 
degradation  to  which  she  has  been  reduced.  She 
has  made  an  effort  to  cast  off  the  abominable  slough 
of  Van  Burenism,  and  to  come  out  again  in  herorigi- 
nal  character.  That  effort  was  one  of  those  glorious 
events,  whose  moral  influence  was  felt  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  Virginia  was  hailed  as  return- 
ing to  her  first  love.  Let  us  then,  as  with  one  hearl 
unite  and  advance,  until  she  shall  regain  her  position 
in  the  constellation  of  states,  and  become  again  the 
standard-bearer  ol  liberty.  [Loud  and  long  conti- 
nued cheering.] 

Finally,  fellew  citizens,  I pray  to  God  that  our 
councils  may  be  directed  by  wisdom  from  above, 
and  that  our  exertion  may  be  crowned  with  success 
to  the  uttermost  of  our  hopes. 

mr.  websteh’s  speech. 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  addiessed  the  convention 
as  follows: 

Virginians:  The  wisdom  of  onr  falhers  has  es- 
tablished for  us  a constitution  of  government,  which 
enables  me  to  appear  here  to  day,  and  to  address 
you  as  mj  fellow  citizens,  (cheering),  and  half  a 
century  of  experience  lias  shewn  how  useful  to  our 
common  interest,  how  conducive  to  our  common 
renown  and  glory  is  that  constitution  by  which  we 
have  bean  united.  I desire  to  pay  due  honor  to 
those  illustrious  men  who  made  ns — the  children  ol 
those  who  fell  at  Bunker  Hill  and  Yorktown — mem- 
bers of  the  same  political  family,  tied  together  by 
the  same  common  destiny,  and  awaiting  together 
the  same  common  prosperity  or  common  adversity 
in  all  time  to  come.  It  is  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  the  times,  united  with  a long  cherished  desire  to 
visit  Virginia,  which  has  occasioned  me  the  pleasure 
I enjoy  of  being  in  the  midst  of  you  all  to-day.  I 
have  come  more  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  and  of 
hearingyou  than  of  peaking  to  yon  myself.  I have 
come  to  mingle  myself  among  you;  to  listen  to  the 
words  nf  your  wise  and  patriotic  men;  that  I may 
aid  my  own  patriotic  feeling,  by  communication 
with  the  chivalrous  spirits  of  this  ancient  dominion. 
(Cheers.)  But  inasmuch  as  there  are,  or  may  he, 
some  questions  of  national  policy  or  of  constitu- 
tional power,  on  which  you  and  I differ,  there  are 
some  amiable  persons  who  are  so  very  considerate 
of  your  reputation  and  of  my  reputation,  as  to  sig- 
nify that  they  esteem  it  a great  breach  of  propriety 
for  me,  that  you  should  invite  me  to  come  here,  or 
that  1 should  coine  amonsr  you.  (Loud  laughter 
and  cheering,  mingled  with  cries  of  “welcome,  wel- 
come.’-) Let  us  hope  that  these  ainiabie  persons 
will  allay  their  own  fears. 

If  there  be  any  question  or  questions  on  which 
yon  and  I differ  in  opinion,  those  questions  are  not 
to  be  the  topics  of  discussion  to-day.  No!  We  are 
not  quite  soft  enough  for  such  an  operation  as  that. 
( Laughter.)  We  are  battling  together  in  the  face 
of  a common  enemy — we  armed  to  the  teeth — put- 
ting forth  as  many  hands  as  Briareus,  and  with  each 
hand  dealing  him  all  the  blows  we  can — and  does 


he  imagine  that  at  such  a moment  we  shall  be  car- 
rying on  our  family  controversies?  That  we  are 
going  to  give  ourselves  those  blows  which  are  due 
to  him?  No:  he  is  the  enemy  of  our  country — we 
mean  to  pursue  him  till  we  bring  him  to  capitula- 
tion or  to  flight;  and  when  we  have  done  that,  if  there 
are  any  differences  of  opinion  among  us,  we  will  try 
to  settle  them  ourselves,  without  his  advice  or  as- 
sistance; (laughter);  and  we  will  settle  them  in  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  and  mutual  kindness.  If  we 
do  differ  in  any  of  our  views,  we  must  settle  that 
difference  not  in  a spiiit  of  exasperation,  but  wilh 
moderation — with  forbearance — in  a spirit  of  amity 
and  brotherhood. 

It  is  an  era  in  my  life  for  me  to  find  myself  on  the 
soil  of  Virginia,  addressing  such  an  assemblage  as 
is  now  before  me:  I feel  it  to  be  such:  I deeply  feel 
the  responsibility  of  the  part  which  has  this  day 
been  thrown  upon  me.  But  although  it  is  the  first 
time  I have  addressed  an  assembly  of  my  fellow 
citizens  upon  the  soil  of  Virginia,  I hope  I am  not 
altogether  unacquainted  with  the  history,  character 
and  sentiments  of  this  venerable  state.  The  topics 
which  now  are  agitating  the  country,  and  which 
have  brought  us  all  here  to-day.,  have  no  relation 
whatever  with  those  in  which  1 differ  from  the 
opinions  she  has  ever  entertained.  The  grievances 
and  the  misgovernment  which  have  roused  the 
country,  pertain  to  that  class  of  subjects  which  es- 
pecially and  peculiarly  belong  to  Virginia,  and  have 
from  the  very  beginning  of  our  history.  I know 
something  of  the  community  amidst  whicli  I stand: 
its  distinguished  and  ardent  attachment  to  civil 
liberty;  and  its  disposition  for  political  disquisition. 

I know  that  the  landholders  which  it  contains  are 
competent  from  their  education  and  their  leisure,  to 
discuss  political  questions  in  their  elements,  and 
to  look  at  government  in  its  tendencies  as  well  as 
in  the  measures  it  may  at  present  pursue.  There 
is  a sleepless  suspicion,  a vigilant  jealousy  of  power, 
especially  of  executive  power,  which  for  three- 
quarters  of  a century  has  marked  the  character  of 
the  people  of  the  Old"  Dominion:  and  if  I have  any 
right  conception  of  the  evils  of  the  time  or  of  the 
true  objection  to  the  measures  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration, it  is,  that  they  are  of  such  a kind  as  to 
expose  them,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  that  sleep- 
less jealousy,  that  stern  republican  scrutiny,  that 
acute  and  astute  inspection  which  have  distinguish- 
ed the  present  as  they  have  all  preceding  gene- 
rations of  men  in  this  ancient  commonwealth.  Al- 
lowing this  to  be  so,  let  me  present  to  you  my  own 
view  of  the  present  aspect  of  our  public  atiairs. 

In  my  opinion,  a decisive  majority  of  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  been,  lor  several  years 
past,  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  existing  adminis- 
tration. I shall  assume  this  in  what  I have  farther 
to  say,  because  I believe  it  to  be  true;  and  I believe 
that  events  are  on  the  wing,  and  will  soon  take 
place  which  will  proclaim  the  truth  of  that  position, 
and  will  show  a vote  of  three- fourths  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  country  in  favor  of  a change  of  men. 

( Cheers,  and  strong  marks  of  assent.)  Taking  this 
for  the  present  as  the  true  state  of  political  feeling 
and  opinion,  I next  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of 
the  very  extraordinary  excitement,  of  agitation,  and 
I had  almost  said  of  commotion,,  which  marks  the 
present  moment  throughout  every  part  of  the  land. 
Why  are  these  vast  assemblages  every  where  con  ■ 
gregated?  Why,  for  example,  am  I here,  five  hun- 
dred miles  from  my  own  place  of  residence,  to  ad- 
dress such  an  assembly  of  Virginians?  Anil  why 
does  every  day,  in  every  state,  witness  something 
of  a similar  kind?  Has  this  ever  been  I he  case  be- 
fore? Certainly  not  in  our  time,  and  once  only  in 
the  time  of  our  fathers.  There  are  some  present 
here  who  witnessed,  and  there  are  others  who  have 
learned  from  the  lips  of  their  parents,  the  state  of 
feeling  which  existed  in  1774  and  ’5,  before  the  re- 
sort to  arms  was  had  to  effect  the  objects  of  the  re- 
volution. I speak  now  of  the  time  when  Patrick 
Henry,  standing  as  we  now  do,  in  the  open  air,  was 
addressing  the  Virginians  of  that  day,  wdiile  at  the 
same  moment  James  Olis  and  his  associates  were 
making  the  same  rousing  appeal  to  the  people  of 
Massachusetts.  (Loud  cheering.)  From  that  time 
to  this,  there  has  been  nothing  in  any  degree  resem- 
bling what  we  now  behold.  This  general  earnest- 
ness, this  Universal  concern  of  all  men  in  public  af- 
fairs, is  now  witnessed  for  the  first  time  since  the 
revolution.  Do  not  men  abandon  their  fields  in  the 
midst  of  seed  -time — do  they  not  leave  their  various 
occupations,  as  you  have  now  done,  to  attend  to 
malters  which  they  deem  more  important?  And  is 
it  not  so  through  all  classes  of  our  citizens  all  over 
the  whole  land?  Now  the  important  question  I 
wish  to  put,  is  this,  and  I put  it  as  a question  fit  for 
the  mind  of  the  statesmen  of  Virginia — I propose  it, 
with  all  respect,  to  the  deep  deliberation  and  reflec- 
tion of  every  patriotic  man  throughout  the  country 
I — it  is  this:  If  it  be  true  that  a majority  of  the  peo 


pie  of  the  United  Slates  have,  for  some  years,  been 
opposed  in  seniiment  to  the  policy  of  the  present 
administration,  why  is  it  necessary  that  these 
extraordinary  efforts  should  be  put  forth  to  turn  that 
administration  out  of  power,  and  to  put  better  men 
in  their  places?  We  inhabit  a free  country — every 
office  of  public  frtisi  is  in  our  own  hands,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  people’s  own  unbiassed  suffrages:  all 
public  concerns  are  controlled  and  managed  by 
them,  at  their  own  pleasure:  and  the  trust  has  al- 
ways been  to  the  ballot  box  as  an  effectual  means 
to  keep  the  government  at  all  times  in  conformity 
with  the  public  will.  How,  then,  has  it  happened, 
that  with  all  this,  such  extraordinary  efforts  have 
been  necessary  to  put  out  a particular  administra- 
tion? Why  has  it  not  been  done  by  the  silent  power 
of  the  elective  franchise?  Why  has  not  the  go- 
vernment been  changed  both  in  its  policy  and  in 
Ibe  men  who  administer  it?  I desire  from  the  free, 
the  thinking  men  of  Virginia,  an  answer  to  that 
question.  When  the  elections  are  every  where 
shewing  that  a large  majority  of  the  people  are  op- 
posed in  sentiment  to  the  existing  administration,  I 
desire  them  to  tell  me  how  that  administration  has 
held  its  place  and  pursued  its  own  peculiar  system 
of  measures  so  long? 

My  answer  to  my  own  question  is  this:  In  my 
judgment,  it  has  come  to  be  true  in  the  actual  work- 
ing of  our  true  system  of  government,  that  the  ex- 
entive  power  has  increased  its  influence  and  its  pa- 
tronage to  such  a degree,  that  it  may  counteract  the 
will  of  a majority  of  the  people,  and  continue  to  do 
so,  until  that  majority  has  not  only  become  very 
large,  but  till  it  has  united  in  its  objects  and  in  its 
candidate,  and  by  the  strenuous  effort,  is  enabled  to 
turn  the  administration  out  of  power.  I believe 
that  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  executive  in 
our  government  lias  increased,  is  increasing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminished.  I believe  that  it  does 
enable  the  incumbents  to  resist  the  public  will , until 
the  country  is  roused  to  a high  and  simultaneous 
effort,,  and  the  imperative  mandate  of  the  public 
voice  dismisses  the  unfaithful  servants  Irom  their 
places.  Now,  I ask,  can  it  be  supposed  that  this 
government  can  go  on  long  in  a course  of  success- 
ful operation,  if  no  change  can  be  produced  with- 
out such  an  effort  as  that  in  which  the  people  of 
this  country  are  now  engaged?  I put  it  to  the  old- 
fashioned  republicans  of  Virginia.  I ask  thorn , 
whether  it  can  be  supposed  that  this  free  republi- 
can government  of  ours  can  last  for  half  a century 
longer,  ififs  administration  cannot  be  changed  with- 
out such  an  excitement — I may  say,  such  a civil  re- 
volution, as  is  now  in  progress,  and,  I trust,  is  near 
its  completion? 

I present  this  case  as  the  greatest  and  slrongest 
of  all  proofs  that  executive  power  in  this  country 
has  increased,  and  is  dangerous  to  liberty;  that 
when  a majority  of  the  people  have  for  a long 
time  been  opposed  to  an  administration,  it  still  re- 
quires such  an  effort — it  still  demand?  that  uipn 
should  simultaneously  relinquish  all  their  private 
pursuits  to  produce  a change  of  that  administra- 
tion. 

If  this  be  so,  then  I ask,  what  are  Ihe  causes 
which  have  given  and  have  augmented  this  force 
of  executive  power?  The  disciples  of  the  ancient 
school  of  Virginia  long  entertained  the  opinion  that 
there  was  great  danger  of  encroachment  by  the 
general  government,  on  the  just  rights  of  the 
states;  but  they  were  also  alarmed  at  the  possi- 
bility of  an  undue  augmentation  of  the  executive 
power.  It  becomes  us  at  a crisis  like  the  pre- 
sent, to  recur  to  first  principles— to  go  back  to  our 
early  history,  and  to  see  how  the  question  actually 
stamis. 

You  all  well  know  that,  in  the  formation  of  a con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  this  country,  the 
great  difficulty  its  framers  encountered  was  with 
regard  to  the  executive  power.  It  was  Pnsy  to  es- 
tablish a house  of  representatives  and  a second 
branch  of  the  government,  in  the  form  of  a senate, 
for  it  was  a very  obvious  thing  to  say  that  the  se- 
nate should  he  represented  in  onehotwe  "of  congress 
as  the  people  were  represented.  But  the  jrreat  and 
perplexing  question  was,  how  to  limit  and  regulate 
the  executive  power  in  such  a manner  that  while 
it  defended  Ihe  country,  it  should  not  be  able  to 
endanger  civil  liberty.  Our  fathers  had  seen  and 
felt  the  inconvenience  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
of  a weak  executive  in  government.  The  country 
had  suffered  much  from  that  cause.  There  was  not 
any  unity  of  purpose  or  efficiency  of  action  in  ils 
executive  power.  As  the  country  had  just  emerg- 
ed from  one  war,  and  might  bp  plungpd  into  ano- 
ther, they  were  looking  intently  to  such  a consti- 
tution as  should  secure  an  efficient  executive. 
Perhaps  it  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  in  this  re- 
spect they  had  no*  better  have  given  less  power 
to  this  branch  and  taken  all  the  inconvenience 
arising  from  the  want  of  it,  rather  than  to  hazard 
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the  granting  of  so  much  as  might  prove  dange- 
rous not  only  to  Ihe  other  departments  ol  govern- 
ment, but  to  the  safety  and  freedom  of  the  country 
at  large. 

Because,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  the  executive 
which  confers  all  the  favors  of  a government.  It 
has  t he  patronage  in  its  hands,  and  it  we  look  at 
the  augmentation  of  patronage  which  has  taken 
place  in  this  country,  we  shall  see  that  in  the  course 
of  things,  and  to  answer  the  purposes  of  men,  this 
patronage  has  greatly  increased.  We  shall  find  the 
expenditures  for  the  office  has  very  much  increased. 
We  shall  find  that  this  is  true  of  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic departments — we  shall  find  it  is  true  of  all 
the  departments;  of  the  post  office,  and  especially 
of  the  commercial  department.  Thus  to  take  ary 
instance  from  one  of  our  great  commercial  cities:  — 
in  the  custom  house  at  New  York  the  number  of 
officers  has  in  twelve  years  increased  three-fold — 
while  the  emoluments  of  office  have  been  augment- 
ed more  than  three  fold,  as  well  as  I remember. 
There  is  thus  a constant  increase  of  power  from  the 
bestowment  of  office. 

Then  there  is  the  power  of  removal;  a power 
which  in  some  instances  has  been  exercised  most 
remorselessly.  Bv  whatever  party  it  is  exercised, 
unless  it  be  called'for  by  the  actual  exigencies  of 
the  public  service,  Virginia,  more  than  any  state  of 
the  union,  has  ever  rejected,  disowned,  disavowed 
the  power  of  removal  for  opinion’s  sake.  (Loud 
cheers.)  I do  honor  to  Virginia  in  this  respect  — 
That  power  has  been  far  less  practised  in  Virginia 
than  in  certain  states  where  the  spoils’  doctrine  is 
known  to  be  more  popular.  But  this  power  of  re- 
moval, sanctioned  as  it  is  by  time,  does  exist,  and  I 
have  seen  it  exercised  in  every  part  of  the  country 
where  public  opinion  tolerated  it,  with  a most  re- 
morseless hand. 

I will  now  say,  however,  that  which  I admit  to 
be  very  presumptuous,  because  it  is  said,  notwith- 
standing the  illustrious  authority  of  one  of  the 
greatest  of  your  great  men — a man  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  than 
any  other  man — a man  who  saw  it  in  its  cr  idle — 
who  held  it  in  his  arms,  as  one  may  say.  in  its  in- 
fancy—who  presented  and  recommended  it  to  the 
American  people,  and  who  saw  it  adopted  very 
much  under  the  force  of  hi3  own  reasoning  and  the 
weight  of  his  own  reputation — who  lived  long 
enough  to  see  it  prosperous — to  enjoy  its  honors — 
and  who  at  last  went  down  to  the  gave  among  ten 
thousand  blessings  for  which  morning  and  evening 
he  had  thanked  God:— I mean  James  Madison. 
Yet  even  from  this  great  and  good  man,  whom  I 
hold  to  be  the  chief  among  the  just  interpreters  of 
the  constitution,  l am  constrained,  however  pre- 
sumptuous it  may  be  considered,  to  differ  in  re- 
lation to  one  of  his  interpretations  of  that  instru- 
ment. I refer  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  him, 
that  the  power  of  removal  from  office  does  exist  in 
the  constitution  as  an  independent  power.  I wish 
he  had  taken  a different  view  of  it.  I do  not  say 
that  he  was  wrong;  that  in  me  would  be  too  great 
presumption.  I advert  to  this  now,  to  show,  that  I 
am  not  now  for  the  first  time  preaching  against  the 
dat.ger  of  an  increace  of  executive  power;  for  when 
the  subject  was  in  discussion  before  congress,  I ex 
pressed  there  the  same  opinions  which  I have  now 
uttered,  and  which  have  been  only  the  more  con- 
firmed by  more  recent  experience.  The  power  of 
removal  places  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  living,  the 
daily  bread  of  men  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive, 
and  does,  thereby,  cause  a vast  augmentation  of  ex- 
ecutive influence  and  control.  Then,  again,  from 
the  very  nature  of  things  the  executive  power  acts 
constantly:  it  is  always  in  being — always  in  the  ciia 
del  and  on  the  look  out;  and  it  has,  besides,  unifor- 
mity' of  purpose.  They  who  are  in,  have  but  one 
object,  which  is  to  keep  all  others  out;  while  those 
who  are  not  in  office,  and  who  desire  a change, 
have  a variety  of  different  objects  as  they  are  to  be 
found  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  One  coin 
plains  of  one  thing,  another  of  another;  and,  ordi- 
narily, there  is  no  strict  unity  of  object  orof  candi- 
date; and,  therefore,  it  is  that  those  wielding  power 
within  the  citadel  are  able  to  keep  the  others  out 
though  they  may  be  mure  numerous.  Hence  we 
have  seen  an  administration,  though  in  a minority, 
yet  by  the  continued  exercise  ot  power,  able  to 
bring  over  the  people  to  the  support  ol  such  a mea- 
Jure  as  the  sub  treasury,  which,  when  it  was  first 
proposed,  received  but  little  favor  in  any  part  of  the 
country.  » 

Again:  though  it  may  appear  comparatively  in- 
considerable, yet,  when  we  are  looking  at  the  means 
by  which  Ihe  executive  power  has  risen  to  its  pre- 
sent threatening  height,  we  must  not  overlook  the 
p0wer  of— I will  not  say  a pensioned— but  of  a pa- 
tronized press.  Of  all  things  in  a popular  govern- 
ment, a government  press  is  the  most  to  be  dreaded. 
The  press  furnishes  the  only  means  of  public 


address:  and  if  government  by  supporting  comes 
to  control  it,  then  they  take  to  themselves,  at  the 
public  expense,  the  great  channel  of  all  coinmuni 
cation  to  ttie  people.  Unless  France  be  an  exception 
wlier  ■ the  minister  regularly  demands  so  many 
thousand  francs  lor  the  management  of  ttie  public 
press,  I know  of  no  government  in  the  world  where 
the  press  is  avow'edly  patronized  to  the  same  extent 
as  it  is  in  this  country.  Have  not  you,  men  of 
Virginia,  been  mortified  to  witness  the  importance 
which  is  attached  at  Washington  to  the  election  of 
a public  printer?  to  observe  the  great  anxiety  and 
solicitude  which  even  your  own  friends  have  been 
obliged  to  exercise  to  keep  that  appointment  out  of 
the  hands  of  executive  power?  One  of  the  first 
things  to  be  done  when  a new  administration  shall 
come  into  power  will  be  to  separate  the  government 
press  from  the  politics  of  the  country.  (Loud 
cheers).  I don’t  want  the  government  printer  to 
preach  politics  to  the  people;  because  I know  be- 
tore  hand  what  politics  he  will  preach — it  will  all 
be  one  Io  Triumphe  from  the  beginning  of  the  first 
page  to  the  end  of  the  last  paragraph.  I am  for  cut- 
ting off  this  power  from  the  execuiive.  Give  the 
people  fair  play.  I say,  give  the  people  fair  play. 
If  they  think  ttie  government  is  in  error,  or  that 
better  men  may  be  found  to  administer  it,  give 
them  a chance  to  turn  the  present  men  out  and 
put  better  men  in;  but  don’t  let  them  be  compelled 
to  give  their  money  to  pay  a man  to  persuade  them 
not  to  change  the  government.  (Laughter  and  loud 
cheering). 

Well,  there  are  still  other  modes  by  which  execu- 
tive power  is  established  and  confirmed — the  first 
tiling  it  seeks  to  do  is  to  draw  strict  lines  of  party 
opinion,  to  appeal  to  the  party  feelings  of  men. — 
This  is  a topic  w hich  might  lead  me  very  lar  into  an 
inquiry  as  to  ttie  causes  which  have  overturned  all 
popular  governments.  It  is  the  nature  of  men  to 
be  credulous  and  confiding  toward  their  friends.  If 
there  exists  in  the  country  a powerful  party,  and  if 
the  head  ol  that  patty  be  the  head  of  the  government, 
and  avowing  himself  the  head  of  that  party,  gives 
thanks  lor  the  public  honors  he  has  received,  not  to 
country,  but  to  his  party,  then  we  can  see  the  causes 
in  operation  which,  according  to  the  well  known 
character  and  tendencies  of  man,  lead  us  to  give 
undue  trust  and  confidence  to  party  favorites.  Why, 
gentlemen,  kings  and  queens  ot  old,  and  probably 
in  modern  times,  have  had  their  lavorites,  and  they 
have  given  tlmm  unbounded  trust.  Well,  there  are 
sometimes  among  the  people  persons  who  are  no 
wiser  than  kings  and  queens,  who  have  tavors  also, 
and  give  to  those  favorites  ttie  same  blind  trust 
ind  confidence,  Hence  it  is  very  difficult,  nay, 
sometimes  impossible,  to  convince  a party  that  the 
man  at  its  head  exercises  an  undue  amount  of  pow 
er.  They  say,  “he  is  our  triend;  the  more  power 
he  wields  the  better  for  us  because  he  will  wield  it 
for  our  benefit.”  There  are  two  sorts  of  republi- 
cans in  the  world:  one  is  a very  good  sort,  the  other. 
I think,  quite  indifferent.  The  latter  care  not  what 
power  persons  in  office  possess  if  they  have  the  elec 
tion  of  those  persons.  They  are  quite  willingtheir 
favorites  should  exercise  all  power,  and  are  perfectly 
content  with  the  tendencies  of  government  to  an 
elective  despotism,  if  they  may  choose  the  man  at 
the  head  of  it,  and  especially  if  they  have  a chance 
ol  b -ing  chosen  themselves.  That  is  one  sort  of  re 
publicanism.  But  that  is  not  our  American  liberty; 
that  is  not  the  republicanism  of  the  United  States, 
and  especially  of  the  state  of  Virginia.  Virginians 
do  not  rush  out  into  that  extravagant  confidence  in 
them;  they  are  for  restraining  power  by  law;  they 
are  for  hedging  in  and  strictly  guarding  all  who  ex- 
ercise if.  They  look  upon  all  who  are  in  office  as 
limited  agents,  and  will  not  repose  too  much  trust  in 
any.  That  is  American  republicanism.  What  was 
it  Thomas  Jefferson  said  with  so  much  emphasis? 
Have  we  found  angels  in  the  form  of  men  to  govern 
us?  However  it  might  have  been  then,  we  of  this 
’day  may  answer  no,  no.  (Loud  laughter.)  We 
have  found  them  at  least  like  others,  “a  little  lower 
than  the  angels.”  (Roars  of  laughter.)  In  the 
same  spirit  he  has  said,  an  elective  despotism  is  not 
the  government  we  fought  for.  And  that  is  true 
But  our  fathers  fought  for  a limited  government — a 
government  hedged  all  round  with  securities — or,  as 
1 heard  a distinguished  son  of  Virginia  say,  one 
fenced  in  with  ten  rails  and  a top  rider.  (Loud 
laughter.) 

Gentlemen:  A distinguished  lover  of  liberty  of 
our  own  time,  in  another  hemisphere,  s *id,  with  ap- 
parent paradox,  that  the  quantity  of  liberty  in  any 
country  is  exactly  equal  to  the  quantity  restraint; 
because  if  government  is  restrained  from  putting  its 
hand  upon  you,  to  that  extent  you  are  free;  and  all 
regular  liberty  consists  in  putting  restraints  upon 
government  and  individuals — so  that  they  shall  not 
interfere  with  your  freedom  of  action  and  purpose. 
You  may  easily  simplify  government;  shallow 


thinkers  talk  of  a simple  government  Turkey  is 
the  simplest  government  in  the  world.  But  if  you 
wish  to  secure  entire  personal  liberty,  you  must 
multiply  restraints  upon  the  government,  so  that  it 
cannot  go  further  than  the  public  good  requires. — 
Then  you  may  be  free  and  not  otherwise. 

Another  great  power  by  which  executive  influ- 
ence augments  itself,  especially  when  the  man  who 
wields  it  stands  at  the  head  ol  a party,  consists  in 
the  use  of  names.  Mirabeau  said  that  words  are 
things,  and  so  they  are.  But  I believe  that  they  are 
often  fraudulent  things,  and  always  possessed  of  real 
power.  The  faculty  of  taking  to  ourselves  a popu- 
lar name  and  giving  an  unpopular  name  to  an  adver- 
sary, is  a faculty  of  very  great  concern  in  politics. 
I put  it  to  you,  gentlemen,  whether  for  the  last 
month  or  two,  the  whole  power  of  this  government 
has  not  consisted  chiefly  in  the  discharge  of  a show- 
er of  hard  names.  Have  you  fora  month  past  heard 
any  man  defend  the  sub  treasury?  Have  you 
heard  any  man  during  that  time  burn  his  fingers  by 
taking  hold  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  militia  project?  Their 
whole  resort  has  been  to  pour  out  upon  us  a tide 
of  denunciation  as  aristocrats,  aristocrats:  taking  to 
themselves  the  meanwhile  the  well  deserved  desig- 
nation of  true  democrats.  How  cheering,  -how  de- 
lightful, that  a man  independent  of  any  regard  to  his 
own  character  or  worth,  may  thus  range  himself  un- 
der a banner  the  most  acceptable  of  all  others  to  his 
fellow  citizens.  It  is  with  false  patriotism  as  with 
base  money;  all  goes  by  the  stamp.  It  doe3  not 
wish  to  be  weighed,  it  hates  the  scales;  it  is  thrown 
into  horrors  at  the  crucible,  it  must  all  go  by  tail; 
it  holds  out  the  king’s  head  with  his  name  and 
subsciiption,  and  if  challenged,  replies:  Do  you  not 
see  the  stamp  on  my  forehead?  I belong  to  the 
democratic  family — make  me  current.  (Loud 
laughter  and  cheering.)  But  we  live  in  an  age  too 
enlightened  to  be  gulled  by  this  business  of  stamp- 
ing; we  have  learned  to  inquire  into  the  true  na- 
ture and  value  of  things.  Democracy  most  surely 
is  not  a term  of  reproach,  but  respect.  Our  govern- 
ment is  a constitutional, . democratic  republican 
government,  and  if  they  mean  lhat  only,  there  is 
none  will  dispute  that  they  are  good  democrats. — 
But  it  they  set  up  qualifications  and  distinctions,  if 
there  are  genera  and  species,  it  may  require  twenty 
political  Linnaeuses  to  say  to  which  classification 
they  belong. 

There  is  another  contrivance  for  the  increase  of 
executive  power,  which  is  utterly  abhorrent  to  all 
true  patriots,  and  against  which  in  an  essential  man- 
ner gen.  Washington  has  left  ns  his  farewell  in- 
junction; I mean  the  constant  recurrence  to  local 
differences,  prejudices  and  jealousies.  That  is  the 
great  bane  and  curse  of  this  lovely  country  ot  ours. 
It  covers  a vast  extent  of  territory,  hence  there  are 
few  men  among  us  in  Massachusetts  who  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  a personal  intercourse  with  our  friends 
in  Virginia,  and  but  few  of  you  who  visit  us  in 
Massachusetts — the  south  is  still  more  remote;  the 
difference  which  exists  in  habits  and  persnits  be- 
tween us,  enables  the  enemy  to  sow  tares  by  excit- 
ing local  prejudices  on  both  sides.  Sentiments  are 
mutually  ascribed  to  us  which  neither  ever  enter- 
tained. Bv  this  means  a parly  press  is  enabled  to 
foment  jealousies  and  to  destroy  that  generous  spi- 
rit of  brotherhood  which  should  exist  between  us. 
All  patriotic  men  ought  to  carefully  guard  them- 
selves against  the  effect  ot  arts  like  these. 

And  here  I am  brought  to  advert  for  one  moment 
to  what  I constantly  see  in  all  the  administration 
papers,  from  Baltimore,  south.  It  is  one  perpetual 
outcry,  admonishing  the  people  of  the  soutn  that 
their  own  state  governments,  and  the  property  they 
hold  under  them,  are  not  secure  if  they  admit  a 
northern  man  to  any  considerable  share  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.  You  all  know 
that  this  is  the  general  cry.  Now,  I have  spoken 
my  sentiments  in  the  neighborhood  of  Virginia, 
though  not  actually  within  the  state,  in  June  last, 
and  again  in  the  heart  of  Massachusetts  in  July,  so 
that  it  is  not  now  that  I proclaim  them  for  the  first 
time — but  ten  years  ago,  when  obliged  to  speak  on 
this  same  subject,  I uttered  the  same  sentiment  in 
regard  to  slavery  and^to  the  absence  of  all  power  in 
congress  to  interfere,  in  any  manner  whatever,  with 
that  subject.  I delivered  my  sentiments  fully  in 
Alexandria  in  the  month  of  June,  and  in  July  at 
Worcester,  in  Massachusetts.  I shall  ask  some 
friend  connected  with  (he  press,  to  circulate  in  Vir- 
ginia what  I said  on  this  snbjpct  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  30th  of  June  last  * I have 


’"Note. — The  following  is  the  passage  to  which  Mr. 
Websier  referred: 

Extract  from  Mr.  Webster's  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne, 
January  21st.  1830. 

At  the  very  first  congress,  pelilions  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  were  presented,  if  I mistake  not,  from  different 
states.  The  Pennsylvania  society  for  promoting  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  took  a lead,  and  laid  before  con- 
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nothing  to  add  or  to  subtract  from  what  I then  said. 
I commend  it  to  your  attention,  or  rather  I desire  you 
to  look  at  it.  I hold  that  congress  is  absolutely  pre- 
cluded from  interfering  in  any  manner,  direct  or 
indirect,  with  this,  as  with  any  other  ol  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country.  [The  cheering  was  here  loud 
and  long  continued,  and  a voice  from  the  crowd  ex- 
claimed, “We  are  here  from  Maryland  to  Louisi- 
ana, and  we  desire  that  the  sentiment  just  express- 
ed may  be  repeated.  Repeat,  repeat.]  Well — I 
repeat  it — proclaim  it  on  the  wings  of  all  the  winds 
— tell  it  to  all  your  friends — [cries  of  “we  will,  we 
will”] — tell  it  I say,  that  standing  here  in  the  ca- 
potal  of  Virginia,  beneath  an  October  sun,  in  the 
midst  of  this  assemblage,  before  the  entire  country 
and  upon  all  the  responsibility  which  belongs  to  me, 
I say  that  there  is  no  power  directly  or  indirectly 
in  congress  or  the  general  government  to  interfere 
in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  institutions  of  the 


gress  a memorial,  praying  congress  to  promote  the  abo- 
lition by  such  powers  as  it  possessed.  This  memorial 
was  referred,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  to  a select 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Foster,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mr.  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Huntingdon, 
of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  Mr. 
Linnickson,  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Hartley,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia — ail  of  them,  sir, 
northern  men,  as  you  will  observe,  but  the  last.  This 
committee  made  a report,  which  w as  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  there  considered 
and  discussed  on  several  days;  and  being  amended,  as 
though  without  material  alteration,  it  was  made  to  ex- 
press three  distinct  propositions  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade — first,  in  the  words  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  congress  cannot,  prior  to  the  year  1808, 
prohibit  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  states  then  existing,  should  think  proper 
to  admit;  second,  that  congress  had  authority  to  restrain 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  carrying  on  the 
African  slave  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  fo- 
reign countries-  On  this  proposition,  our  early  laws 
against  those  who  engage  in  that  traffic,  are  founded. 
The  third  proposition,  and  that  which  bears  on  the  pre- 
sent question,  was  expressed  in  the  following  terms: 

‘‘Resolved,  That  congress  have  no  authority  to  inter- 
fere iu  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  or  in  the  treatment 
of  them  in  any  of  .the  states — it  remaining  with  the  se- 
veral states — alone  to  provide  rules  and  regulations 
therein  which  humanity  and  true  policy  may  require.” 

This  resolution  received  the  sanction  of  the  house  of 
representatives  as  early  as  March,  1790.  And  now, 
sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  remind 
him,  that  not  only  were  the  select  committee  who  re- 
ported the  resolution,  with  a single  exception,  all  north- 
ern men,  but  also  that  of  the  members  then  composing 
the  house  of  representatives,  a large  majority,  I believe 
nearly  two-thirds,  were  northern  men  also. 

The  house  agreed  to  insert  these  resolutions  in  its 
journal,  and  from  that  day  to  this  it  has  never  been 
maintained  or  contended  that  congress  had  any  autho- 
rity to  regulate  or  interfere  with  the  condition  of  slaves 
in  the  several  slates.  No  northern  gentleman,  to  my 
knowledge,  has  moved  any  such  question  in  either 
house  of  congress. 

The  fears  of  the  south,  whatever  fears  they  might 
have  entertained,  were  allayed  and  quited  by  this  ear- 
ly decision,  and  so  remained  until  they  were  excited 
afresh  without  cause,  hut  for  collateral  and  indirect 
purposes. 

When  it  became  necessary,  or  was  thought  so  by 
some  political  persons,  to  find  an  unvarying  ground  fur 
the  exclusion  of  northern  men  from  confidence  and 
from  lead  iu  the  affairs  of  the  republic,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  the  cry  was  raised,  and  the  feelings  industri- 
ously excited,  that  the  feelings  of  northern  men  in  the 
public  councils,  would  endanger  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave. 

For  myself,  I claim  no  other  merit  than  that  this 
ross  and  enormous  injustice  towards  the  whole  north, 
as  not  wrought  upon  me  to  change  my  opinions  or  tny 
political  conduct.  I hope  I am  above  violating  my  prin- 
ciples even  tinder  the  smart  ot  injury  and  false  imputa- 
tions. Unjust  suspicions  and  undeserved  reproach, 
whatever  pain  I may  experience  from  them,  will  not 
induce  me,  I trust,  nevertheless,  to  overstep  the  limits 
of  constitutional  duty,  or  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of 
others.  The  domestic  slavery  of  the  south  I leave 
where  I find  it — in  the  hands  of  their  own  govern- 
ments. It  is  their  affair,  not  mine. 

I go  for  the  constitution  as  it  is,  and  for  the  union  as 
it  is;  but  I am  resolved  not  to  submit  in  silence  to  ac- 
cusations, either  against  myself  individually,  or  against 
the  north,  wholly  unfounded  and  unjust;  accusations 
which  impute  to  us  a disposition  to  evade  the  constitu- 
tional compact  and  to  extend  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment over  the  internal  laws  and  conditions  of  the  states. 
AH  such  accusations,  wherever  and  witenever  made, 
all  insinuation  of  the  existence  of  any  such  purpose,  I 
know  and  feel  to  be  groundless  and  injurious.  And 
we  must  confide  in  southern  gentlemen  themselves;  we 
must  trust  to  those  whose  integrity  of  heart  and  magna- 
nimity of  feeling  will  lead  them  to  a desire  to  maintain 
and  disseminate  truth,  and  who  possess  the  means  of 
its  diffusion  with  the  southern  public,  and  we  must 
leave  it  to  them  to  disabuse  that  public  of  its  prejudjees. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  for  my  own  part,  I shall  continue 
to  act  justly,  whether  those  to  whom  that  justice  is  ex- 
ercised receive  it  with  candor  or  with  contumely. 


south,  [fmmense  cheering,  and  a voice  from  the 
crowd  exclaiming,  “that  is  two  thousand  votes  lor 
Harrison.”] 

And  now,  said  Mr.  W.  I ask  yon  only  to  do  me 
one  favor  (we’ll  do  it).  I ask  you  to  carry  tliat  pa- 
per home,  (we  will,  we  will),  read  it,  read  it  to  your 
neighbors;  and  when  yon  hear  the  cry,  “shall  Mr. 
VVebiler,  Ike  ubolilionist,  be  allowed  to  profane  the 
soil  of  Virginia,”  (loud  shouts  and  repeated  and 
prolonged  cheers,  with  cries  of  “welcome!  welcome! 
welcome!”)  that  you  will  tell  them  that,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  doctrine  in  that  speech,  1 hope  that 
there  are  two  governments  over  us,  each  possess- 
ing its  own  distinct  authority,  with  which  the  other 
may  not  interfere.  I may  differ  from  you  in  some 
things,  but  I will  here  say  that  as  to  the  doctrine  ot 
state  rights  as  held  by  Mr.  Madison  in  his  last  days, 

I do  not  know  that  we  differ  at  all,  [cheers] — yet  1 
am  he,  and  among  the  foremost,  to  hold  that  it  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  prosperity  of  these  governments 
to  preserve,  and  that  he  is  no  true  friend  to  either 
who  does  not  labor  to  preserve  that  true  distinction 
between  both.  [Immense  cheering  ] 

We  may  not  all  see  the  line  which  divides  them 
alike;  but  all  honest  men  know  that  there  is  a line, 
and  they  all  fear  to  go  either  on  the  one  or  the  other 
side  of  it.  It  is  this  balance  between  the  general 
and  the  state  governments  which  has  preserved  the 
country  in  unexampled  prosperity  tor  fifty  years — 
and  the  destruction  of  this  just  balance  will  be  the 
destruction  of  our  government.  What  I believe  to 
be  the  doctrine  of  state  rights,  I hold  as  firmly  as 
any  man.  Do  I not  belong  to  a state?  and  may  I 
not  say,  to  a state  which  has  done  something  to  give 
herself  renown,  and  to  her  sons  some  little  share  ol 
participated  distinction?  [Great  cheering.]  I say 
again,  that  the  preservation  of  state  rights  on  the 
one  hand,  and  ol  the  just  powers  of  congress  upon 
the  other,  is  equally  indispensable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  free  republican  government.  [Cheers  ] 

And  now,  gentlemen,  permit  tne  to  address  to 
you  a few  words  in  regard  to  those  measures  of  the 
general  government  which  have  caused  the  exist- 
ing excitement  throughout  the  country.  I will  pass 
rapidly  over  ihetn.  [Go  on  ] I need  not  argue  to 
you  democrats  the  question  of  the  sub-treasury — 
[groans  and  contemptuous  laughter];  and  I suppose 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  speak  to  you  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett’s militia  bill.  [Laughter.]  Into  which  ofyour 
mountains  lias  not  its  discussion  penetrated? — Upon 
which  of  all  your  winding  streams  has  not  its  ectio 
floated?  I am  sure  he  must  be  very  tired  of  it  him- 
self. [Loud  laughter.]  Remember  always  that 
the  great  principle  of  the  constitution  on  that  sub- 
ject, is,  that  the  militia  i3  the  militia  of  the  states, 
and  not  of  the  president — [Loud  cheers,  and  cries 
of  “yes,  yes!”]  and  being  thus  the  militia  of  the 
states,  there  is  no  part  of  the  constitution  worded 
with  greater  care,  and  with  a more  scrupulous  jea- 
lousy than  that  which  speaks  of  the  power  of  con- 
gress over  the  militia.  Does  it  say  that  congress 
tnay  make  use  of  the  militia  as  it  pleases — that  the 
militia  may  be  called  out  to  make  war,  to  train  and 
discipline?  No  such  thing:  the  terms  used  are  the 
most  precise  and  particular — “The  president  may 
call  out  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress 
insurrection,  and  to  repel  foreign  invasion.”  These 
three  cases  are  specified — and  these  are  all.  Call 
out  the  militia  to  drill  them?  To  discipline  them? 
To  match  the  militia  of  Virginia  to  Wheeling  to 
. be  drilled?  Why,  such  a thing  never  entered  into 
the  head  of  any  man — never,  never,  [laughter  and 
cheering]  . What  is  very  unusual  in  the  constitution, 
it  lias  placed  a negative  on  all  other  purposes  for 
the  exercise  of  this  power  than  those  particularly 
enumerated;  and  then  follow  those  golden  words  in 
the  constitution,  reserving  to  the  states  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  and  the  disciplining  of  the  tnililia. 
That’s  it! — [Cheers — “Yes,  that’s  it!”]  Read  this 
clause,  and  then  read  in  Mr.  Poinsett’s  project  that 
the  militia  are  to  be  trained  bv  the  president! — 
[Shouts] — Look  on  this  picture  and  on  that.  I do 
Virginia  no  more  than  justice,  when  I say  that  she 
first  laid  hold  upon  this  monstrous  project,  anil  has 
continued  to  denounce  it,  till  she  has  made  its  au- 
thor’s heart  sick,  [cheering],  and  she  don’t  mean 
to  pardon  it  even  now.  [No,  no!] 

As  to  the  sub  treasury,  the  subject  is  worn  out. 
It  is  almost  as  empty  as  the  treasury  itself.  [Laugh 
ter  and  cheers  ] I had  the  other  day  the  honor  to 
address  an  assemblage  of  the  merchants  of  N.  York. 
I asked  them  among  other  things,  whether  all  this 
eternal  cry  about  a separation  of  bank  and  state,  was 
not  all  mockery  and  humbug,  and  ten  thousand 
merchants,  intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole 
subject,  cried,  “yes,  yes;  it  is!”  The  fact  unques- 
tionably is,  that  the  funds  of  the  government  are 
just  as  much  in  the  custody  of  the  banks  at  this  mo- 
ment, as  they  ever  wore;  yet  at  the  same  time,  I be- 
lieve that  under  that  law,  there  does  exist  at  Wash- 
ington, a vast  power  to  stop  at  its  pleasure,  all  the 


solvent  banks  in  the  community.  Such  is  the  opi- 
nion every  where  held  by  the  best  informed  men  in 
the  commercial  parts  of  the  country. 

There  is  another  expedient  to  augment  executive 
power  quite  novel  in  ils  character.  I refer  to  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  president  to  select  from 
among  the  appropriations  of  congress,  such  as  he 
may  suppose  the  state  of  the  treasury  most  to  jus- 
tify, and  tnay  give  or  withhold  the  public  money 
accordingly.  This  is  certainly  a marvellously  de- 
mocratic doctrine.  Do  you  not  remember  the  em- 
phasis with  which  Mr.  Jefferson  expressed  himself 
on  the  subject  of  specific  appropriations?  The  law, 
as  it  now  stands,  requires  them  to  be  specific.  If 
congress  appropiiate  so  many  dollars  lor  building 
of  ships,  no  part  of  the  money  may  be  applied  to  the 
pay  ol  sailors  or  mariners.  But  how  has  this  legal 
provision  been  treated?  The  restriction  remains  in 
the  statute  as  it  did  before — the  appropriations  are 
specified  still — but  then  a specific  power  is  given  to 
the  president,  to  dispense  with  the  restriction — and 
thus  one  specific  is  set  against  the  other.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Let  this  process  be  carried  but  one  step  far- 
ther, and  although  there  may  he  a variety  of  appro- 
priations made  by  congress,  yet,  inasmuch  as  we 
have  entire  trust  and  confidence  in  the  executive 
discretion,  that  the  president  will  make  the  proper 
selections  from  among  them,  therefore,  be  it  enact- 
ed, that  what  little  money  there  may  at  any  time  be 
found  in  the  treasury,  the  president  may  expend 
very  much  as  according  to  his  own  pleasure. — 
[Loud  laughter  ] 

There  is  one  other  topic,  I must  not  omit.  I am 
now  endeavoring  to  prove  that  of  all  men  on  Ihe 
face  of  the  earth,  you  of  Virginia,  the  descendants 
and  disciples  of  some  of  the  greatest  ».ien  of  the  re- 
volution, are  most  called  to  repudiate  and  to  con- 
demn the  doctrines  of  this  administration.  I call 
upon  you  to  apply  to  this  administration  all  that 
body  of  political  truth  which  you  have  learned  from 
Henry,  from  Jefferson,  from  Madison,  from  \\  ythe, 
atid  that  whole  constellation  of  revolutionary  wor- 
thies, of  whom  you  are  jhstly  proud,  and  under  this 
light  to  examine  and  to  say  whether  this  present 
only  democratic  administration  are  Ihe  favorers  of 
civil  liberty  and  of  state  rights,  or  the  reverse. — 
And,  in  furtherance  of  this  design,  I call  your  at- 
tention to  the  conduct  of  the  president,  of  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  and  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  regard  to  the  right  and  practice  of  the 
states  to  contract  debts  for  their  own  purposes. — 
Has  it  occurred  to  you  what  a deadly  blow  they 
have  struck  at  the  just  authority  and  rights  of  the 
states?  Let  ujs  follow  this  matter  out  a little.  In 
the  palmy  times  of  the  treasury,  when  it  was  not 
only  full  but  overflowing  with  the  public  money, 
the  states  to  a very  considerable  extent,  engaged  in 
wotks  of  internal  improvement,  and  in  consequence 
of  doing  so  had  occasion  to  borrow  money.  We  all 
know  that  money  can  be  bad  on  much  cheaper 
terms  on  the  other  continent  than  on  this:  hence  the 
bonds  of  the  states  went  abroad  and  absorbed  capi- 
tal in  Europe,  and  so  long  as  their  credit  was  iinas- 
sailed  and  remained  sound,  this  was  accomplished 
for  the  most  part  at  very  reasonable  rates.  During 
this  process,  and  while  a number  of  the  slates  had 
thus  their  slate  securities  in  the  foreign  markets, 
the  president  of  the'  United  States,  in  his  opening 
message  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session,  cotnes  out  with  a series  of  the  most 
dscottraging  and  most  disparaging  remarks  on  the 
credit  of  the  states.  He  tells  congress  that  the 
slates  will  repent  what  the)'  have  done,  and  that 
they  w ill  find  it  difficult  to  pay  the  debt  they  have 
contracted;  and  this  official  language  of  the  chief 
magistrate  to  the  legislature  goes  out  into  the  very 
market  w here  these  state  bonds  are  held  for  sale. — 
Then  comes  his  secretary,  Mr.  Woodbury,  with  a 
report  in  the  same  strain,  giving  it  a3  his  opinion, 
that  the  states  have  gone  too  far  in  this  assumption 
of  liabilities^  But  the  thing  does  not  stop  here. — 
Mr.  Benton  brings  forward  a resolution  in  the  se- 
nate, declaring  that  the  general  government  ought 
not  to  assume  these  debts  of  the  states:  that  resolu- 
tion is  sent  to  a committee,  and  that  committee 
make  a report  upon  the  subject  as  long  as  yonder 
bridge  (though  not,  I believe,  as  much  travelled  or 
as  often  gone  over),  the  whole  object  and  tendency 
of  w hich,  is  to  disparage  Ihe  credit  of  Ihe  states, 
and  (hen  Mr.  Grundy  makes  a speech  upon  it. — 
What  had  Mr.  Benton  or  Mr.  Grundy  to  do  with 
Ihe  matter?  Were  they  called  ort  to  guaranty  Ihe 
debts  of  Virginia  or  of  Maryland?  [Laughter]. — 
Yet,  the  effect  very  naturally  and  inevitably  was, 
to  depress  the  value  of  state  securities  in  the  fo- 
reign market.  I was  in  Europe  at  the  time.  My 
own  state  had  her  bonds  in  that  market:  and  what 
(Mil  I see?  The  most  miserable,  pitiful,  execrable 
lucubrations  taken  from  the  public  press  in  New 
York,  endeavoring  to  prove  that  the  states  had  not 
sovereignly  enough  to  contract  debts,  These 
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wretched  productions  declared  that  the  bonds  issu- 
ed by  the  states  ot'  this  union  were  all  void:  that 
they  were  no  better  than  waste  paper:  and  exhoit- 
ed  European  capitalists  not  to  touch  one  ol  them. 
These  articles,  coming;  as  they  did,  Irom  this  side 
the  water,  were  all  seized  on  with  avidity  and  put 
into  circulation  in  the  leading  journals  all  over  Eu- 
rope—at  the  same  time,  the  administration  press  in 
this  country,  unrebuked  by  the  government,  put 
forth  arguments  going  to  show  that  Virginia  has  no 
authority  to  contract  a debt  in  the  name  and  on  the 
credit  of  the  commonwealth— that  Massachusetts  is 
so  completely  shorn  of  every  particle  of  sovereignty 
whatever,  that  she  can  issue  no  public  security  of 
any  kind  on  which  to  borrow  money!  And  this 
the  doctrine  of  state  rights!  Well,  gentlemen,  1 
was  called  on  to  meet  this  question,  and  I told  those 
who  put  to  me  the  inquiry,  that  the  states  of  the 
American  union  were,  in  this  respect,  just  as  so- 
vereign as  any  of  their  states  in  Europe.  I held  a 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  which  was  publish- 
ed at  large;  and  for  that — yes,  for  defending  state 
rights  before  the  face  of  all  Europe,  I have  been 
denounced  as  one  who  wants  the  general  govern- 
ment to  assume  the  debts  of  the  states — as  one  who 
has  conspired  to  buy  up  British  whigs  with  foreign 
gold!  (Loud  laughter  and  cheering.)  All  this, 
however,  has  not  ruffled  my  temper.  I have  seen 
it  all  with  composure.  But  I confess  there  is  one 
thing  which  has  disturbed  the  serenity  of  my  mind. 
It  is  what  appears  to  be  a studied  attempt  on  the 
part  of  this  whole  administration,  including  its 
head,  to  fix  a spot  upon  the  good  name  of  the  early 
founders  of  our  constitution.  Read  the  letter  of  the 
president  to  some  of  his  friends  in  Kentucky — to 
what  he  calls  “the  entire  democracy  of  Kentucky. 
(I  should  like  much  to  know  what  constitutes  the 
democracy  of  a state.)  These  goods  friends  of  the 
president  write  to  him  that  the  entire  democracy  of 
the  state  is  with  him,  and  he  writes  back  how  glad 
he  is  to  hear  that  such  is  the  fact.  The  state  comes 
to  the  vote,  and  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  the  state 
are  lound  to  be  against  him — yet  still  he  clasps  to 
his  breast,  with  exultation,  the  “entire  democracy 
of  (Kentuck}!”)  [Great  laughter  and  cheering]. 
And  so  it  will  be  a month  hence.  Gen.  Harrison 
will  have  been  elected  by  a .simultaneous  rush  of 
the  free  voters  of  the  whole  union — yet  Mr.  Van 
Buren  wiil  still  continue  to  clasp  to  his  embraces 
“the  entire  democracy  ” of  the  country.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  he  does,  in  that  letter,  ascribe  to  president 
Washington,  in  1791,  and  to  Mr.  Madison,  in  18)6, 
corrupt  motives  for  their  public  conduct.  I may 
forgive  this,  but  I shall  not  forget  it.  I ask  you  to 
read  that  letter,  and  one  other  written  on  the  occa- 
sion; and  then,  if  it  comes  in  your  way,  1 ask  you 
to  peruse  an  address  put  forth  by  the  administraiion 
members  of  the  New  York  legislature.  What  do 
you  think  they  say?  You,  countrymen  of  Jefferson 
and  of  Madison,  of  Henry,  of  Wythe,  of  the.  Lees, 
and  a host  of  kindred  spirits  of  the  same  order — 
you,  who  inherit  the  soil  and  the  principles  of  those 
men  who  shed  their  blood  for  our  national  indepen- 
dence— -what  do  you  think  they  say  of  your  fathers 
and  of  my  fathers?  Why,  that  in  all  their  efforts 
and  sacrifices  in  that  great  struggle,  they  meant, 
not  independence- — not  civil  liberty— not  the  estab- 
lishment of  a republican  government — but  merely 
to  transfer  the  throne  from  England  to  America,  and 
to  be  themselves  peers  apd  nobles  around  it!  Does 
it  not  disturb  the  blood  of  Virginians  to  hear  lan- 
guage like  this?  [Cries  of  “yes,  yes!”  mingled 
with  cheering.]  1 do  say  that  this  attempt  to 
scorch  the  fair,  unsullied  reputation  of  our  ances- 
tors-^— but  no,  no — they  cannot  scorch  it;  it  will 
go  through  a hotter  furnace  than  any  their  detrac- 
tion can  kindle,  and  even  the  smell  ot  fire  shall  not 
be  upon  their  garments.  Yet  it  does  raise  one’s 
indignation  to  see  men,  certainly  not  the  greatest 
ot  all  benefactors  of  their  country,  thus  attempt  to 
scorch  th.e  fame  of  men  both  then  and  ever  since 
universally  admitted  to  have  been  among  her  great- 
est and  her  best  ot  friends.  [Cheers]. 

While  speaking  of  the  attacks  of  this  administra- 
tion on  stale  rights,  I should  not  do  my  duty  if  I 
omitted  to  notice  the  outrage  reeently  perpetrated 
on  the  most  sacred  right  of  the  state  and  people  of 
New  Jersey.  By  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  New  Jersey  like  the  other  states  is  entitled 
to  have  a certain  quota  of  representatives  in  con- 
gress; ami  she  chooses  them  in  their  various  dis- 
tricts in  the  manner  she  thinks  fit.  The  right  to 
have  a specific  number  of  representatives  is  a s’ate 
right  under  the  constitution.  Under  the  constitu- 
tional guaranty  of  this  right,  New  Jersey  sends  tip 
to  the  house  of  representatives  her  proper  number 
of  men.  Now  I say  that,  by  universal  principles, 
although  congress  be  the  judge  in  the  last  resort  of 
the  election  return  and  qualification  of  her  own 
members,  those  who  bring  in  their  hand  the  pre- 
scribed evidence  of  their  election,  by  the  people  of, 


any  state,  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats  upon  the 
Boor  of  that  house  and  to  hold  them  until  disturbed 
by  proof  preferred  on  general  petition.  That  this 
is  so,  mu3t  be  apparent  from  the  fact  that  these 
members  who  voted  them  out  of  their  seats  possess 
no  better  or  other  means  of  proving  their  own  right 
to  sit  and  to  vote  on  that  question,  than  that  held 
by  any  one  of  those  who  they  exclude.  Were  there 
other  states  situated  precisely  in  this  respect  as  New 
Jersey,  would  it  not  be  as  fair  for  the  New  Jersey 
members  to  vote  these  representatives  out  of  the 
representative  hall  as  it  was  for  them  to  vote  tier’s 
out?  That  I think  is  Virginia  law7 — it  is  at  least 
plantation  law,  and  that  is  very  good  law — That 
until  the  house  is  organized,  he  who  has  the  evi- 
dence of  his  return  as  a representative  elected  by 
the  people  of  his  district,  is  entitled  to  take  his  scat. 
But  the  representatives  of  New  Jersey,  with  their 
evidence  in  their  hand,  were  voted  out  of  their 
seats — their  competitors,  while  the  evidence  was 
still  under  examination,  were  voted  in;  and  imme- 
diately gave  their  complacent  votes  for  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Gentlemen,  I cannot  forget  where  I am.  I can- 
not forget  how  often  you  have  heard  these  subjects 
discussed  by  far  abler  hands  than  mine,  (cries  of  no, 
no — none  more  able— go  on,  go  on.)  I will  not  far- 
ther dwell  upon  these  topics.  The  time  has  come 
when  the  public  mind  is'  nearly  made  up — and  are 
very  shortly  about  to  settle  these  questions,  together 
with  the  prosperity  of  the  country  for  many  years 
to  come.  (Cheers.)  I am  only  desirous  of  keep- 
ing myself  to  the  line  of  remark  with  which  I com- 
menced. I say  then  that  the  enemy  has  been  driven 
to  his  last  citadel.  He  takes  to  himself  a popular 
name,  while  beneath  its  cover  he  fires  all  his  abuse 
upon  his  adversaries.  That  seems  to  be  his  chief 
mode  ot  .warfare.  If  you  ask  him  what  are  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  honors  and  the  confidence  of  the 
country,  his  answer  is,  “I  am  a democrat,”  But 
are  you  not  in  arms  against  Mr.  Poinseti’s  bill?  The 
answer  still  is  “I  am  a democrat,  and  support  all  the 
measures  of  this  democratic  administration.”  Yes, 
hut  what  is  that?  “I  am  a democrat.”  But  do  you 
approve  of  the  turning  out  of  the  members  from  New 
Jersey?  “Oh  yes,  because  the  words  are  written  on 
our  banner  (words  actually  placed  on  one  of  the 
administration  flags  in  a procession  in  Ohio,.)  ‘•de- 
mocracy scorns  the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey .” 

My  friends,  I only  desire  that  the  professions  and 
principles  of  this  administration  may  be  examined. 
We  are  corning  to  those  times  when  mere  profes- 
sions can  no  longer  deceive.  Virginia  has  once  been 
deceived  by  them — but  that  day  is  past,  times  are 
coming — they  are  I trust,  just  at  hand — when  that 
distinguished  son  of  Virginia,  that  eminent  and  pa- 
triotic citizen,  who  has  been  put  in  nomination  for 
the  chief  executive  office  under  this  government 
will  be  elected  by  the  unbought,  unconstrained  suf- 
frage of  his  countrymen.  [Cheers.]  To  that  event 
I look  forward  with  as  much  certainty  as  to  the  du- 
ration of  his  life — [immense  cheering.] 

My  acquaintance  with  the  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  the  north  has  been  extensive;  and  I believe  that 
from  Pennsylvania,  east,  N.  Jersey,  New  York,  and 
the  whole  of  New  England,  with  the  solitary  excep- 
tion probably  of  New  Hampshire — I say,  I have  not 
a doubt  that  the  whole  country  will  go  for  the  elec- 
tion of  William  Henry  Harrison,  for  the  presidency. 
[Cheering.]  Of  my  native  state.  New  Hampshire, 
I always  speak  with  respect.  I believe  that  I he  ve- 
ry foundation  of  her  granite  hills  begin  to  shake; 
[Cheers,]  indeed  my  only  fear  for  her  is,  that  she 
will  come  into  the  great  family  of  her  sister  states, 
only  when  her  aid  is  no  longer  needed. — [Laughter 
and  cheers.] 

Fellow  citizens:  We  are  on  a great  march  to  the 
triumphant  victory  of  the  principles  of  liberty  over 
executive  power.  If  we  do  not  accomplish  it,  the 
future,  I own,  appears  to  me  full  of  darkness  and  of 
doubt.  If  the  American  people  shall  sanction  the 
course  and  the  principles  of  this  administration,  I 
for  one,  though  I have  been  thought  hitherto  of  ra- 
ther a sanguine  temperament,  shall  begin  not  a little 
to  despair  of  the  republic.  But  I will  not  despair  of 
it.  The  public  mind  is  aroused;  men  are  beginning 
to  think  lor  fhemselves,  arid  when  they  do  this  they 
are  not  far  from  a right  decision.  There  is  now  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  administration,  who  seem 
beginning  ar  length  to  fear  for  the  perpetuity  of  their 
power  to  excite  a feeling  of  acrimony  and  bitterness 
among  neighbors.  Have  you  not  seen  this,  particu- 
larly ol  late  in  the  administration  papers?  Be  above 
it.  [Cries  of  “we  will,  we  are,”  mingled  with 
cheering.]  Tell  your  neighbors  that  we  are  all  em- 
barked in  one  cause,  and  that  vve  must  sink  or  swim 
together.  Invite  them,  not  in  a taunting,  but  in  a 
generous  and  a temperate  spirit,  to  come  forth  and 
argue  the  great  questions  of  the  day,,  and  to  see  it 
they  can  glv"  good  and  solid  reasons,  why  there 
should  not  be  a change.  Yes  a change.  I said 


when  I was  in  Baltimore,  and  I repeat  it  here,  the 
cry,  the  universal  cry  is  for  a change.  [Cheers.] 
However  well  many  may  think  of  the  motives  and 
designs  of  the  existing  administration,  they  see  it 
has  not  succeeded  in  securing  the  well-being  of  the 
country,  and  they  are  for  a change.  Let  us  revile 
nobody — let  us  repel  nobody.  They  desire  but  light; 
let  us  give  it  to  them.  Let  us  discuss  with  modera- 
tion and  coolness,  the  great  topics  of  public  policy, 
and  endeavor  to  bring  all  men  of  American  heart 
and  feeling  into  what  I sincerely  believe  to  be  the 
true  American  cause.  How  shall  I — Oh!  how  shall 
I — express  to  you  ray  sense  of  the  obligation  which 
rests  upon  this  generation  to  preserve  Irom  destruc- 
tion our  free  and  happy  republican  institu  I ions? — 
Who  shall  bring  dissensions  among  us?  Are  we 
not  together  under  one  common  government,  to  ob- 
tain which  the  blood  of  your  fathers  and  of  mine  was 
poured  out  together  in  the  same  hard-fought  fields? 
Nay — does  imagination  itself,  in  its  highest  flight, 
suggest  any  thing  in  the  form  of  political  institutions 
for  which  you  would  exchange  these  dearly-bought 
institutions  of  our  own?  [Shouts  of  “No,  no,  no!”] 
For  my  part,  having  now  arrived  at  that  period  of 
life  when  we  begin  to  reflect  upon  the  past,  I love 
to  draw  around  me  in  thought,  these  pure  and  glo- 
rious spirits  who  acheived  our  revolution.  I cannot 
find  a deeper  or  more  fervent  sentiment  in  ray  heart, 
than  that  these  precious  institutions  and  liberties 
which  we  enjoy  may  be  transmitted  unimpaired  to 
the  latest  posterity — that  they  may  terminate  only 
with  the  termination  of  all  things  earthly — when  the 
world  itself  shall  terminate — 

When  rapt  in  flames  the  realms  of  ether  glow. 

And  Heaven’s  last  thunder  shakes  the  world  below7. 

Mdresses  of  Messrs.  Webster,  Leigh,  Barbour  and 
Lyons,  to  the  ladies  assembled  at  the  log  cabin. 

Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  interesting  auditory 
collected  before  him,  nearly  in  the  iollowing  terms: 
Ladies:  I am  very  sure  I owe  the  pleasure  1 now 
enjoy  to  your  kind  disposition,  which  has  given  me 
the  opportunity  to  present  my  thanks  and  my  re- 
spects lo  you  thus  collectively,  since  the  shortness 
of  my  stay  in  the  city  does  not  allow  me  the  happi- 
ness of  calling  upon  you  severally  and  individually. 
And,  in  the  first  place,  I wish  to  express  to  you  my 
deep  and  hearty  thanks,  as  I have  endeavored  to  do 
to  your  fathers,  your  husbands  and  your  brothers, 
for  the  unbounded  hospitality  I have  received  ever 
since  I came  among  you.  It  is  registered,  I assure 
you,  on  a grateful  heart  in  characters  of  an  endu- 
ring nature.  The  rough  contest  of  the  political 
world  are  not  suited  to  the  dignity  and  to  the  deli- 
cacy of  your  sex:  but  you  posses  the  intelligence 
to  know  how  much  of  that  happiness  .which  you 
are  entitled  to  hope  for,  both  for  yourselves  and  for 
your  children,  depends  on  the  right  administration 
of  good  government,  and  a proper  tone  of  public 
morals.  That  is  a subject  on  which  the  moral  per- 
ceptions of  women  are  both  quicker  and  juster  than 
those  of  the  other  sex.  I do  not  now  speak  of  that 
administration  of  government  whose  object  is  mere- 
ly the  protection  of  industry,  the  preservation  of 
civil  liberty  and  the  securing  to  enterprise  its  due 
reward.  I speak  of  government  in  a somewhat 
higher  point  of  view.  We  live  in  an  age  distin- 
guished for  great  benevolent  exertion,  in  which  the 
affluent  are  consecrating  the  means  they  possess  by 
endowing  Colleges  and  acadamies,  by  uniting  to 
build  churches  and  support  the  cause  of  religion, 
and  by  establishing  athenasums,  lyceums,  and  all 
the  other  modes  of  popular  instruction.  This  is  all 
well;  it  is  admirable;  it  augurs  well  lor  the  prospect 
of  ensuing  generations.  But  I have  sometimes 
thought  that  there  is  a point  of  view  in  which  go- 
vernment is  to  be  considered — I mean  in  its  power 
ami  its  duty,  to  augment  the  morals  of  the  commu- 
nity and  to  inspire  it  with  just  sefitimenls  of  reli- 
gion, which  is  too  often  overlooked.  A popu lar  go- 
vernment is  more  powerful  than  any  other  influence 
(and  I have  sometimes  feared  than  all  other  influ- 
ences put  together)  in  its  action  on  the  morals  of  the 
community  for  good  or  for  evil.  Its  example,  its 
tone,  whether  of  respect  or  of  disrespect  to  moral 
obligation,  is  most  important  to  human  happiness; 
because  it  is  amongst  those  things  which  most  affect 
the  political  morals  of  mankind,  and  hence  their 
general  morals  also.  I advert  to  this,  because  there 
has  been  put  forth  in  modern  times  the  false  maxim 
that  there  is  one  morality  for  politics  and  another 
morality  for  other  things;  that  in  their  political  con- 
duct to  their  opponents,  men  may  say  and  do  that 
which  they  would  never  think  of  saying  or  doing 
in  the  personal  relations  of  private  life.  There  has 
been  openly  announced  a maxim  which  I consider 
as  the  very  concrete  of  false  morality,  which  de- 
clares that  “all  is  fair  in  politics.”  If  a man  speaks 
falsely  or  calumniously  of  his  neighbor,  and  is  re- 
proached for  the  offence,  the  ready  excuse  is  this, 
it  \va3  in  relation  to  public  and  political  matters — I 
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cherished  no  personal  ill-will  whatever  against  that 
individual,  but  quite  the  contrary;  I spoke  of  iny 
adversary  merely  as  a political  man.  In  iny  opinion, 
the  day  is  coining  when  falsehood  will  stand  lor 
falsehood,  and  calumny  will  he  treated  as  a breach 
of  the  commandment,  whether  it  be  Committed 
politically  or  in  the  concerns  of  private  life.  It  is 
by  the  promulgation  of  sound  morals  in  the  com- 
munity, and  more  especially  by  the  training  and 
instruction  of  the  young  that  woman  performs  her 
part  towards  the  preservation  of  a free  government. 

It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  public  liberty,  the 
perpetuity  of  a liee  constitution,  rests  on  the  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  community  w hich  enjoys  it. 
How  13  that  virtue  to  be  inspired?  and  how  is  that 
intelligence  to  be  communicated?  Bonaparte  once 
asked  inadame  de  Stael  in  what  manner  he  could 
most  promote  the  happiness  of  France.  Her  reply 
is  full  of  political  wisdom.  She  said,  “instruct  the 
mothers  of  the  French  people:”  Because  the  mo- 
thers are  the  affectionate  and  the  effective  teachers 
of  the  human  race.  The  mother  begins  this  pro- 
cess of  training  with  the  infant  in  her  arms.  It  is 
she  who  directs,  so  to  speak,  its  first  mental  and 
spiritual  pulsations.  She  conducts  it  along  the  im- 
pressible years  of  childhood  and  of  youth;  and  hopes 
to  deliver  it  to  the  rough  contest  and  tumultuous 
scenes  of  life,  armed  by  those  good  principles  which 
her  child  has  first  received  from  maternal  care  and 
love. 

If  we  draw  within  the  circle  of  our  contempla- 
tion the  mothers  ot  a civilized  nation,  what  do  we 
see?  We  behold  so  many  artificers  working,  not 
on  frail  and  perishable  matter,  but  on  the  immortal 
mind,  moulding  and  fashioning  beings  who  are  to 
exist  forever.  We  applaud  the  artists  whose  skill 
and  genious  presents  the  mimic  man  upon  the  can- 
vass— we  admire  and  celebrate  the  sculptor  who 
works  out  that  same  image  in  enduring  marble — 
but  how  insignificant  are  these  achievements  though 
the  highest  and  the  fairest  in  all  the  departments 
of  art,  in  comparison  with  the  great  vocation  of 
human  mothers!  They  work  not  upon  the  canvass 
that  shall  fail,  or  the  marble  that  shall  crumble  into 
dust — but  upon  mind,  upon  spirit,  which  i3  to  last 
forever,  and  w hich  is  to  bear,  lor  good  or  for  evil, 
throughout  its  duration,  the  impress  of  a mother’s 
plastic  hand. 

I have  already  expressed  the  opinion,  which  all 
allow  to  be  correct,  that  our  security  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  free  institutions  which  bless  our  country, 
depends  upon  the  habits  of  virtue  and  the  preva- 
lence of  knowledge  and  of  education.  Knowledge 
does  not  compromise  all  which  is  contained  in  the 
larger  term  of  education.  The  feelings  are  to  be 
disciplined — the  passions  are  to  be  restrained — true 
and  worthy  motives  are  to  be  inspired — a profound 
religious  feeling  is  to  be  instilled,  and  pure  morality 
inculcated  under  all  circumstances.  All  this  is  com- 
piised  in  education.  Mothers  who  are  faithful  to 
this  great  duty,  will  tell  their  children  that  neither 
in  political  nor  in  any  other  concerns  of  life,  can 
man  ever  withdraw  himself  from  the  perpetual  obli- 
gations of  conscience  and  of  duty;  that  in  every  act, 
whether  public  or  private,  he  incurs  a just  respon- 
sibility; and  that  in  no  condition  is  lie  warranted  in 
trifling  with  important  rights  and  obligations.  They 
will  impress  upon  their  children  the  truth,  that  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  is  a social  duty,  of 
as  solemn  a nature  as  man  can  be  called  to  perlorm; 
that  a man  may  not  innocently  trifle  with  his  vote; 
that  every  free  elector  is  a trustee  as  well  forother3 
as  himself;  and  that  every  man  and  every,  measure 
he  supporls,  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  inte- 
rests of  others  as  well  as  on  his  own.  It  is  in  the 
inculcation  of  high  and  pure  morals,  such  as  tlrfise, 
that  in  a free  republic,  woman  performs  her  sacred 
duty,  and  fulfils  tier  destiny.  The  French,  as  you 
know',  are  remarkable  for  their  fondness  for  senten- 
tious phrases,  in  which  much  meaning  is  condensed 
into  a small  space.  I noticed  lately,  on  the  title 
page  of  one  of  the  books  of  popular  instruction  in 
France,  this  motto:  “pour  instruction  on  the  heads 
of  the  people;  you  owe  them  that  baptism.”  And 
certainly,  if  there  be  any  duty  which  may  be  de- 
scribed by  a reference  to  that  great  institute  of  re- 
ligion, a duty  approaching  it  in  importance,  perhaps 
next  to  it  in  obligation,  it  is  this. 

I know  you  hardly  expect  ine  to  address  j'ou  on 
the  popular  political  topics -of  the  day.  You  read 
enough — you  hear  qui'-e  enough  on  those  subjects. 
You  expect  me  only  to  meet  you,  and  to  tender  my 
profound  thanks  for  this  marked  proof  of  your  re- 
gard, and  will  kindly  receive  the  assurances  with 
which  I tender  to  you.  on  parting,  my  affectionate 
respects  and  best  wishes. 

Mr.  Webster  having  resumed  his  seat — 

Jambs  Barbour,  esq.  the  president  of  the  con- 
vention, rose  to  give  notice  that  the  meeting  would 
then  be  adjourned  to  the  capitol  square,  when  the 
call  for  some  remarks  from  him  became  so  loud  and 


imperative,  that  he  relinquished  his  original  design, 
ami  consented  to  address,  tor  a few  moment,  the 
ladies  assembled.  He  said: 

Ladies:  I tender  to  you  my  profonndest  thanks 
Tor  the  very  high  compliment  which  in  your  good- 
ness you  have  bestowed  upon  me,  in  the  very  un- 
expected call  I have  now  received.  Nothing,  cer- 
tainly, could  have  been  more  unexpected  on  inv 
part.  There  are  a thousand  reasons  why  I,  above 
all,  should  not  have  been  called  out  upon  the  present 
occasion.  One  will  be  sufficient:  after  what  you 
have  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  highly’  distinguished 
gentleman  who  has  just  resumed  tiis  seat,  every 
one  must  be  satisfied  that  any  thing  from  me  will  be 
calculated,  instead  of  rendering  any  service  to  the 
cause,  only  to  weaken  the  impression  which  cannot 
but  have  been  made  by  one  of  those  bursts  of  elo- 
quence which  are  the  peculiar  perogative  of  supe- 
rior genius.  What  can  I add  to  what  has  been  al 
ready  so  well  spoken?  In  my  plain  old-fashioned 
way,  I should  rejoice  to  proclaim  to  you  the  deep 
gratification  I have  experienced  whereverl  have  re- 
cently gone  in  seeing  ttie  ladies  every  where  coming 
out,  to  countenance,  by  their  presence  and  smiles, 
those  assemblages  of  the  rougher  sex,  which,  iu 
throngs,  are  gathering  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  land — all  animated  with  the  one 
holy  purpose  of  redeeming  from  destruction  those 
liberties  earned  for  us  by  our  fathers,  which  are 
equally  dear  to  woman  as  to  man,  and  which  she, 
with  us,  is  equally  bound  to  transmit  untarnished 
to  our  children  for  ages  to  come.  I hail  this  with 
joy,  as  a happy  omen  and  guarantee  of  our  success. 

I have  heard  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  lately  said  to  a 
gentleman,  with  whose  vocation  he  happened  not 
be  acquainted — “I  understand  that  all  the  lawyers 
and  all  the  clergy  are  against  me.”  Now,  if  both 
saint  and  sinner,  and  all  the  ladies,  too,  are  against 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  what  prospect  can  he  possibly  have 
ot  success?  (Laughter.) 

I entirely  accord  with  the  views  which  have  been 
so  eloquently  expressed  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
addressed  you.  “Albeit  unus’d  to  the  melting 
inood,”  I found,  whilst  he  was  expressing  them,  the 
tears  involuntarily  stealing  down  my  cheeks,  and  1 
am  persuaded  that  the  heart  of  every  lady  here  pre- 
sent more  than  responded  to  my  own.  You  will 
not  suspect  me,  especially  at  my  time  of  life,  of  any 
such  design  as  flattery,  i never  was  remarkable  for 
that  propensity  in  other  days;  and  now  you  will  all 
readily  admit  that  it  is  totally  out  of  the  question. 
(Laughter.)  But  I have  proclaimed  it  when  you 
were  not  present,  and  if  I say  it  now,  you  will  not 
infer  that  I suppose  the  female  heart  is  to  be  affected 
by  that  paltry  flattery  which  you  sometimes  have 
to  deal  with.  No:  while  the  pitiful  flatterer  hugs 
himself  in  the  persuasion  that  he  is  prevailing  with 
you  by  such  arts,  although  from  your  exceeding  po 
liteness,  you  may  be  induced  to  conceal  your  feel- 
ings, I am  sure,  did  you  titter  them,  they  would  be 
expressive  only  of  contempt.  But  I have  said, 
when  you  were  not  present,  that  I did  verily  believe, 
if  the  liberty  ot  this  country  is  to  be  saved,  we  shall 
owe  its  salvation  to  the  virtuous  women  of  America. 
It  is  they,  after  all,  who  must  turn  away  the  sword 
(if  the  destroyer.  As  my  distinguished  friend  has 
so  well  said,  it  is  you  who  take  the  infant  in  your 
arms,  and  commence  the  training  of  the  future  inan. 
Your  part  is  perfect — all  the  evils  he  afterwards  ac- 
quires is  fiom  us — you  have  no  share  in  it.  And, 
in  contemplating  the  gratify  ing  spectacle  to  which  I 
have  already  alluded,  I have  indulged  the  pleasing 
hope,  not  only  that  you  would  work  out  our  own 
deliverance  from  the  danger  now  impending,  but 
that  you  will  lay  a deep  foundation  in  the  minds  of 
the  youth  now  rising  to  manhood,  of  such  principles 
as  shall  secure  and  perpetuate  our  freedom.  The 
women  of  America  have  presented  examples  worthy 
to  stand  in  history  by  the  side  of  the  Greek  and  the 
Roman  mothers,  winch  its  pages  have  rendered  im- 
mortal. You  have,  in  substance,  often  repeated 
the  famous  injunction  of  the  Lacedemonian  mo- 
ther, who  presented  a shield  to  her  son,  just  going 
into  battle  for  the  first  time,  wilh  these  words— 
“Take  this,  my  son;  return  home  with  it  or  upon 
it.” 

Ladies:  I have  been  induced  to  say  thus  much, 
because  the  command  to  speak  caine  from  a quarter 
which  will  always  be  sovereign  with  me.  I shall 
treasure  up  the  memory  of  that  command  as  one  of 
the  most  pleasing  incidents  of  my  life,  and  shall 
never  think  ol  it  but  with  gratitude  and  pride. 

The  call  having  proved  so  effectual  in  the  case 
of  gov.  Baibour,  it  was,  immediately  on  his  taking 
his  seat,  renewed  for  Mr.  Leigh;  who,  not  to  be 
outdone  in  gallantry  and  submission  to  the  express- 
ed wishes  of  a female  auditory,  responded,  without 
hesitation,  arid  proceeded  to  a.ddress  the  meeting 
nearly  as  follows: 

Mi] fair  countrywomen:  I have  in  the  course  of, 
now,  a pretty  long  life,  been  not  a little  used  to 


public  speaking;  but  it  is  the  first  time  I ever  had 
to  face  such  an  audience,  and  I feel,  I confess,  some- 
what embarrassed  as  to  what  I shall  say  to  you. — 

In  a certain  very  orthodox  paper,  with  which  most 
of  us  are  acquainted,  I have  seen  it  stated,  that  I 
have  been  deputed,  by  Tippecanoe  club,  No.  1,  to 
go  to  Massachusetts  and  there  to  negotiate  a mar- 
riage betw’een  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Vir- 
ginia.^ I declare  to  you,  that  I had  not  been  before 
apprized  of  this  duty’s  having  been  imposed  upon 
me,  and  I will  venture  to  affirm  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  as  little  know- 
ledge of  it  as  I.  Nevertheless,  if  such  a marriage 
was  to  take  place,  I should  be  very  happy  to  have 
tny  share  in  the  matter.  But,  according  to  our  usual 
views,  both  states  are  equally  female,  and  before  a 
marriage  could  take  place  between  them,  it  would 
be  necessary  that  one  should  be  acknowledged  as 
the  husband  and  the  other  as  the  wife.  Now  as  you 
ail  know  me  to  be  a very  zealous  Virginian,  I should 
insist  that  Virginia  should  have  the  supremacy:  and 
understanding  something  of  the  holy  matrimonial 
relation,  as  it  exists  il|  Virginia,  and  especially  on 
Shockoe  Hill,  it  is  very  natural  1 should,  therefore, 
insist  that  Virginia  be  the  bride  and  Massachusetts 
the  bridegroom,  (a  laugh) — but  whenever  it  came 
to  that  point,  depend  upon  it,  I should  have  a very 
serious  contest  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts: and  he  W'ould  be  quite  right;  for  if  he  should 
not  do  his  best  to  make  Massachusetts  the  bride,  he 
would  bring  an  old  house  upon  his  head  when  he 
got  home — (much  laughter) — for  I am  well  assur- 
ed, the  same  devotion  to  the  best  part  of  God’s  cre- 
ation exists  there  which  obtains  here.  But  the  me- 
taphor was  rather  an  unfortunate  one;  lor  the  mar- 
riage, or  rather  the  sisterhood  of  the  two  states,  is 
not  to  be  formed:  it  already  exists — having  been 
formed  in  the  days  of  the  revolution.  The  mothers 
of  Massachusetts  sent  their  husbands,  their  brothers 
and  their  sons,  and  the  mothers  of  Virginia  sent 
theirs — to  mingle  their  blood  on  whatever  fields 
the  battles  of  freedom  were  to  be  fought.  But, 
more:  the  holy  union  has  already  been  established 
by  the  God  of  Heaven,  who  hath  made  us  both  of 
one  blood;  and  we  acknowledge  the  tie  with  plea- 
sure, and  with  pride.  And  now  let  me  remind  you 
of  a fact  not  inappropriate  to  the  subject: — When 
Cornwallis  invaded  Virginia,  general  Washington 
deputed  the  then  youthful  Lafayette  to  maintain 
the  military  power  of  the  state,  (all  her  own  troops 
having  been  sent  to  the  Carolinas  under  Green) ; 
and  with  him  he  sent  two  New  England  regiments, 
who  got  as  far  as  Baltimore  almost  without  cloth- 
ing. The  ladies  of  Baltimore  immediaiely  volun- 
teered and  clothed  those  two  Yankee  regiments, 
with  which  Lafayette  undertook  to  do  battle  against 
I be  enemies  of  Virginia;  and  he  did  do  battle  with 
them  till  they  were  beaten.  So  that  to  the  ladies  of 
Baltimore,  we  owe,  at  least,  all  the  success  of  La- 
fayette, and  ultimately  the  glorious  triumph  at 
Yorktovvn.  Keep  this  example  before  your  eyes, 
ami  your  fathers,  brothers  and  husbands  will  bless 
you;  and,  moreover,  the  blessing  of  Almighty  Go. I 
will  be  upon  your  beads. 

Mr.  Lyons  was  next  called  upon,  and  responded 
in  a few'  words,  modestly  professing  his  inability 
for  the  task  after  the  addresses  of  the  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him;  he  would  only, 
in  the  name  of  every  whig  in  Virginia,  return  to 
the  ladies  the  most  profound  thanks.  Alluding  to 
the  sentiment  expressed  by  governor  Barbour,  that 
the  countenance  extended  by  the  ladies  was  a means 
and  a guaranty  of  success — lie  observed  that,  with 
whig  mothers  there  mii3t  be  whig  sons  and  whig 
daughters:  with  w'hig  daughters  there  would  be  whig 
sweethearts.  Give  me  "these,  said  Mr.  L.  and  a 
great  whig  family  is  formed  at  once,  which  must 
be  irresistible.  Cheered  by  the  smiles  of  beauty, 
and  guarded  by  the  shield  of  female  purity,  how 
could  they  do  otherwise  than  conquer?  The  Lace- 
demonian spirit  had  not  departed:  it  still  survived 
in  Virginia.  To  that  spirit  all  must  do  homage. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  square  in 
front  of  the  capital. 

The  Whig  ol  the  Sth  says: — “This  brilliant  affair 
has  come  and  gone — or,  rather  it  has  adjourned,  for' 
many  ol  the  delegates  still  linger  in  the  city,  as  though 
loth  to  sunder  the  tie  which  linked  them  to  so  much 
rare  political  enthusiasm  and  social  enjoyment. — 
The  convention  adjourned  yesterday,  after  a three 
day’s  session,  and  the  bulk  of  its  members  are  speed- 
ing homeward  to  spread  abroad  among  their  neigh- 
bors that  holy  enthusiasm  which  they  here  received 
and  imparted,  by  mingling  with  their  whig  friends 
from  every  section  of  the  state. 

“The  convention  has  been  all  and  more  than  any 
one  anticipated.  It  was  the  topic  of  universal  re- 
mark, that  it  had  exceeded  all  expectation,  both  as 
to  rhe  numbers,  respectability  of  the  concourse,  and 
the  delicious  excitement,  and  joyous  enthusiasm  of 
Uie  occasion.” 
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Alexandria,  D.  C.  The  vote  on  the  question  of  the 
retrocession  of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria  to 
the  state  of  Virginia  was  taken  on  Tuesday,  and  was 
largely  in  favor  of  that  measure. 

.TSronautic  experience.  The  Pennsylvanian  says: 
“The  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  seronaut,  it  it  be  a 
fact,  is  a curious  one.  It  is  well  known  that  almost 
every  one  on  looking  down  from  a great  height  feels 
affected  by  vertigo — giddiness  of  the  head — and  a sen- 
sation of  sickening  insecurity.  But  he  avers,  born  re- 
peated experience,  that  this  only  occurs  when  the  in- 
dividual is  silting  or  standing  upon  something  connected 
with  the  ground,  even  if  it  be  only  by  a rope,  or  any 
other  slight  communication  with  the  earth.  But  that 
entirely  isolated  from  the  earth,  no  such  feeling  or  sen- 
sation can  be  experienced.’’ 

Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pa.  Shares  at  New 
York  63u63|;  at  Philadelphia  65ga66. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  It  is  stated  in  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser,  that  it  is  probatde  a contract  will 
soon  be  entered  into  for  the  completion  of  the  monu- 
ment. A coniractor  is  ready  to  enter  into  an  engage- 
ment to  complete  it  for  $43,800.  This  is  exclusive  of 
the  grading  of  the  grounds  and  the  erection  of  a suita- 
ble fence;  besides  which  there  is  a debt  from  the  asso- 
ciation for  money  borrowed  some  years  ago,  amounting 
to  over  $5,000  with  interest,  which  swells  the  amount 
to  about  $7,000,  making  the  sum  requisite  for  the  com- 
pletion nearly  $60,000. 

For  effecting  this  object,  the  present  and  anticipated 
resources  are  the  following:  The  funds  in  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  the  president  and  the  treasurer  of  the  me- 
chanic association, ..together  with  the  subscriptions  of 
sundry  individuals,  are  more  than  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  debt.  The  nett  proceeds  of  the  fair,  including 
several  contributions,  exceed  $30,000.  In  addition,  two 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  pay  over  $10,000,  as  soon  as  it 
shall  appear  that  the  conditions  of  these  munificent  do- 
nations are  complied  with.  This  will,  no  doubt,  be 
accomplished  in  a few  days,  making  the  sum  available 
for  the  completion  of  the  work  $50,000. 

Cabs.  The  first  seen  in  Boston,  made  its  appear- 
ance on  the  6th  inst. 

Calico  printing.  A friend  who  possesses  an  exten- 
sive correspondence,  has  collected  the  following  facts, 
which  we  are  permitted  to  lay  before  our  readers: 
Cotton  goods  printed  in  the  United  Slates  per  annum. 


States.  Fact’s.  Yds.  pr.  an.  Av.  val.  Tot.  value. 
New  Hampshire ‘2  5.546,667  13  cts.  $721066 

Massachusetts  10  38,162,667  “ 4,831.146 

Rhode  Island  9 26,624,000  “ 3,461,220 

Connecticut  (none) 

New  York  7 12,202.667  9 cts.  1,093,240 

New  Jersey  2 6,101,334  “ 549,128 

Pennsylvania  4 8,874,667  “ 798,720 

Maryland  2 2,600,000  8 cts.  208,000 


36  100,112  002  $11,657,512 


There  are  no  print  works  in  any  of  the  other  states. 

[iV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Canal  tolls.  The  amount  received  for  tolls  on  the 
New  York  state  canals,  during  the  first  week  in  Oc- 
tober, is  seventy-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine dollars  and  four  cents. 


Cattle.  1,000  head  in  the  Baltimore  market  on  the 
13th  inst.  of  which  400  sold  at  from  $2  25  to  $3  00  per 
100  lbs. 


Cotton  At  New  York  prices  unchanged. 

At  Savannah,  prices  decline  g to  g cent.  Sales  on  the 
9th  332  bales  at  7a  10 j. 

At  Mobile  8 galO t nearly  all  new  crop. 

Cotton  crops.  The  total  cotton  crop  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1S40,  is 
2. 177,835  bales,  an  increase  this  year  over  last  of 
817,303  bales,  and  showing  the  largest  cotton  crop 
ever  raised  in  the  United  States,  by  nearly  400,000 
bales. 

Deaths  during  the  week  ending  the  10th  instant: 

At  Philadelvhia  72,  of  which  26  were  under  2 years. 

At  Baltimore  51,  of  which  10  were  under  2 years  of 
age,  and  7 were  colored,  all  free. 


Exchange  at  New  York  on  England  has  gone  up 
to  109;  on  Philadelphia  3±;  Baltimore  lja2;  Rich- 
mond, Norfolk,  and  Raleigh  3^31;  Charleston  1^;  Au- 
gusta 4|a5;  Macon  9al0;  New  Orleans  2j;  Louisville 
and  Cincinnati  5ju6. 

Flour  in  New  York,  Genesse  and  Michigan  $4  81 


a$4  88. 

At  Philadelphia.  Inspections  for  the  quarter  ending 


30di  Sept. 

3d  or.  1840. 

1839. 

Wheat  dour — superfine,  bbls. 
“ do  hf.  bbls. 

100,130 

58,703 

2, ’323 

1,980 

“ fine  and  con’d  bbls. 

10,494 

5,728 

“ middlings 

707 

95 

equal  to  bbls. 

. 112.491 

€6,422 

Rye  flour — bbls. 

“ Condemned 

10,021 

4,284 

71 

190 

Corn  meal — bbls. 

20  298 

12,782 

“ Condemned 

33 

121 

“ hlids. 

1,422 

1,607 

[Com.  List. 

At  Alexandria.  Inspections  during  the  quarter  end- 
ing 30th  Sept.  0,11)0  bbls,  374  half  bbls. 


At  Richmond  $5  25. 

At  Savannah.  For  Howard  st.  $6  25a6  50. 

At  Cincinnati  on  the  7th,  ©3  37L 

At  Mobile  $6ja65  for  western  and  $7  for  Baltimore. 

The  amount  of  Hour  exported  from  Quebec  this  sea- 
son, is  131,552  bbls.  against  4S,427  bbls.  last  season. 

At  Rochester  flour  had  declined  to  $4;  wheat  75  cts. 
oats  22a25;  corn  42a47. 

The  fisheries.  It  is  stated  in  the  Yarmouth  Regis- 
ter, that  there  has  been  a falling  oft'  in  the  fisheries, 
this  year.  Of  the  mackerel  fishermen  very  few  have 
made  good  voyages.  The  quantity  of  cod  taken  is  less 
than  last  year,  byone-lhird. 

Funds.  The  N.  Y.  Courier  estimates  $12,000,000 
as  on  deposite  in  the  banks  of  that  city,  much  of  which 
is  waiting  for  desirable  investment. 

Liberia  has  a population  of  4,500  American  colo- 
nists. and  30,000  natives.  It  has  nine  settlements  or 
towns;  the  two  most  distant  being  300  miles  apart,  on 
the  sea  coast — the  others  at  various  distances,  inter- 
mediate. Its  territory,  procured  by  purchase,  contains 
nearly  500,000  acres  of  land,  and  other  large  tracts 
can  be  easily  obtained  of  the  native  owners  in  the 
same  way.  The  government  is  moddled  after  our 
own.  and  is  purely  republican — administered  almost 
wholly  by  colored  people.  Agriculture  is  thriving  and 
greatly  extending.  Four  printing  presses  are  in  ope- 
ration. Twenty-one  churches  are  organized,  some  of 
them  composed  of  native  converts.  More  than  30  or- 
dained ministers  are  engaged  in  religious  teaching. — 
Many  Sabbath  schools  are  regularly  attended.  And 
on  the  whole,  the  colony  never  appeared  better  than 
now,  nor  so  entirely  attractive  to  its  friends  on  the 
ground  of  its  great  usefulness.  [ Presbyterian . 

Mobile.  At  an  election  in  Mobile  on  the  5th  inst. 
for  aldermen  of  the  middle  and  north  wards,  Mr.  A. 
L.  Coan  was  elected  in  the  former  without  opposition, 
and  Messrs.  Redwood  and  Jude  in  the  latter  by  about 
30  majority.  The  successful  candidates  were  all 
wliigs. 

Colin  G.  Newcombe.  This  case,  in  which  the  pri- 
soner is  charged  with  having  embezzled  some  $60,000 
from  the  funds  of  the  Manhattan  hank,  of  which  he 
was  first  teller,  was  set  down  for  trial  on  Monday,  but 
the  district  attorney  intimated  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  move  in  it  in  consequence  of  a misnomer  in 
the  indictment,  which  we  understood  to  be  in  stating 
the  funds  to  have  belonged  to  the  “Manhattan  Banking 
company,”  whereas  it  should  be  the  “Manhattan  com- 
pany,’’ under  which  title  they  are  incorporated,  the 
banking  part  having  been  subsequently  adopted,  under 
a special  clause  in  the  act. 

Messrs.  Maxwell  and  J.  T.  Brady,  counsel  for  the 
prisoner,  both  addressed  the  court,  and  contended 
that  under  those  circumstances,  his  bail  should  be  dis- 
charged as  from  the  consul’s  own  showing,  the  court 
could  not  hold  him  under  the  present  indictment,  but 
that  it  was  necessary  another  should  be  found  by  the 
grand  jury. 

The  court  admitted  the  necessity  of  a new  indict- 
ment but  refused  to  entertain  the  motion  for  discharge 
of  bail.  The  case  therefore  went  off,  but  will  in  all 
probability  be  tried  during  the  present  term  of  the  court. 

[ N ■ Y.  Exp. 

Oil  trade.  The  New  York  Sun  states  that  during 
the  month  of  September,  there  arrived  at  the  various 
ports  of  the  United  States,  ten  ships,  one  bark,  four 
brigs  and  a schooner,  engaged  in  the  whale  trade. — 
They  brought  12.580  bbls.  whale  oil.  Within  the  last 
three  months  $240,000  worth  of  whale  oil  has  been 
exported  from  New  Bedford  at  a good  profit,  to  the 
north  of  Europe,  and  $70,000  of  sperm  oil  to  Great 
Britain. 

Rail  roads  in  the  United  States.  There  are 
2,274  miles  of  rail  roads  now  in  operation,  and  about 
an  equal  number  of  miles  under  construction. 

A revolutionary  hero  gone.  William  Pearce, 
of  Boston,  one  of  the  few  remaining  survivors  of  the 
celebrated  tea  party,  died  in  that  city  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing last,  aged  96  years. 

Another  revolutionary  hero  gone!  Died  on  the  29th 
of  August,  at  the  residence  othis  son,  major  S.  Cooper, 
of  the  United  States  army,  neo1'  Alexandria,  D.  C.  ma- 
jor Samuel  Cooper,  senior,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age, 
after  several  years  of  suffering  which  he  bore  with 
Christian  resignation  and  fortitude.  The  deceased 
was  an  officer  of  the  American  army'during  our  memo- 
rable struggle  for  independence,  and  was  an  active  par- 
tici  pa  ter  in  the  trials  as  well  as  the  glories  of  that  event- 
ful period.  He  was  a witness  at  the  famous  tea  affair 
in  Boston,  his  .native  place — was  in  the  battles  of  Bun- 
ker Iiill,  Monmouth,  Brandywine,  as  well  as  most  of 
the  other  important  ones  of  the  revolutionary  war.  No 
greater  meed  of  praise  could  be  offered  to  his  memo- 
ry in  this  brief  notice  than  that  of  his  having  posses- 
sed the  friendship  and  confidence  of  his  adored  chiefs, 
Washington  and  Lafayette. 

f Alex.  Gazette,  Sept.  1. 

Shovel  manufacture.  Oliver  Ames,  of  West 
Bridgewater,  Mass,  commenced  life  by  making  a do- 
zen shovels,  which  he  took  to  market  in  a wagon. — 
He  now  owns  three  extensive  factories  at  Easton, 
Braintree  and  West  Bridgewater — employs  60  work- 
men, and  hasfour  teams  to  carry  his  shovels  to  mar- 
ket. His  profits  are  twenty  thousand  dollars  annually. 

Small-  pox.  Mr.  Grout,  a missionary  of  the  Ame- 
rican hoard,  writes,  from  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 


under  date  of  May  27th,  that  the  small  pox  was  rag* 
ing  dreadfully  there.  It  was  believed  that  ten  thousand 
persons  had  already  had  it,  of  whom  about  2,000  had 
died. 

Specie.  The  packet  Roan  to  Havre,  took  out 
$240,000. 

A company  of  traders,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
G.  Trestoe,  on  the  1 lrh  ult.  arrived  at  Independence, 
Missouri,  with  $60,000  in  specie. 

Steamboat.  The  steamboat  Pike  was  lost  a few 
days  since  in  descending  the  Mississippi  two  miles 
from  Alton,  by  coining  into  collision  with  the  steam- 
boat Fayette.  The  bow  of  the  Fayetie  struck  the 
Pike  amidship,  tearing  her  almost  in  two  parts  and 
sinking  her  immediately.  Seven  persons  are  known 
to  be  lost,  and  it  was  suspected  that  many  more  are 
yet  to  be  accounted  for.  [N.  O.  Bee. 

Steamers.  The  Great  Western  left  N.  York  on 
the  10th  inst.  for  Bristol.  She  took  97  passengers  and 
about  $200,000  in  specie — also  remittances  to  meet 
the  interest  on  the  Alabama  bonds. 

The  steam  ship  New  York,  Wright,  sailed  from  N. 
York  on  Tuesday  for  Havana,  via  Charleston  with 
upwards  of  sixty  passengers. 

Steam  navies.  While  America  is  yet  sleeping, 
France  as  well  as  England  has  awakened  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  organizing  a steam  navy.  Louis  Phillippe 
has  sanctioned  an  ordinance  appropriating  nearly  six 
millions  of  dollars  for  steam  packets  from  Havre  to 
New  York;  from  Bordeaux  and  Marseilles  to  Havana; 
from  St.  Nazaire  to  Rio  Janeiro,  and  three  secondary 
lines  to  Mexico,  Central  America  and  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  arrangements  comprise  14  ships  of  450  horse 
power  each,  and  4 of  220. 

All  these  steam  ships  are  to  be  men-of-war.  Eng- 
land, too,  assigns  her  naval  officers  to  the  command 
of  her  mercantile  steamers.  Alexander  of  Russia  is 
also  aroused  to  the  importance  of  this  subject.  All  the 
great  European  powers  are  aware  that  when  the  next 
great  war  takes  place,  that  nation  which  can  bring 
into  action  the  most  powerful  steam  ships  will  be  mis- 
tress of  the  seas.  The  steam  frigate,  by  the  facilities 
whichit  possesses  for  attack,  and  changing  it  at  plea- 
sure; of  advancing  and  retreating  at  will;  of  turning 
to  its  own  benefit  ihe  circumstances  of  wind  and  tide 
which  embarrass  its  adversary;  and  applying  its  super- 
fluous power  to  those  most  destructive  of  all  weapons, 
steam  cannon,  can  annihilate  a fleet  of  vessels  which 
depend  on  the  caprices  of  the  elements.  Nations 
which  aspire  to  rank  as  first  powers,  must  be  constant- 
ly increasing  their  steamers  to  keep  pace  with  their 
rivals;  and  perhaps  the  final  effect  may  be  that  the 
means  of  warlike  destruction  will  become  so  over- 
whelming, that  the  nations  of  the  world  conscious  that 
a single  defeat  would  be  utter  ruin,  will  refrain  from 
playing  so  hazardous  a game;  and  thus,  paradoxical  as 
it  may  seem,  the  increase  of  the  destructive  power  of 
war  may  preserve  universal  peace.  [Veto  Yorker. 

Steam  packet  line.  The  Richmond  (Va.)  Com- 
piler says:  A letter  received  here  states  that  the  mer- 
chants of  Bremen,  Germany,  have  projected  a steam 
packet  line  between  their  city  and  New  York.  The 
vessels  are  to  be  1,000  tons  burthen  each.  Upwards 
of  $100,000  has  been  subscribed  on  the  1st  September. 

Tobacco.  Richmond,  October  13.  Lugs  3|  to  4 j for 
common;  good  weights  4|a4J;  leaf,  common  to  6J; 
middlings  7a8good  8|al0. 

At  Baltimore.  The  prices  of  the  commoner  and 
middling  qualities  are  a shade  better.  The  receipts  of 
bay  and  yellow,  as  also  the  finer  qualities  of  all  descrip- 
tions are  limited,  and  prices  fully  maintained.  Inferior 
at  $4;  common  $4  50;  ordinary  $5;  fair  $5  50;  good 
$6;  good  leafy  $6  50;  fine  leafy  red,  suitable  for  segars, 
from  $10a$15;  and  up  country  bay  and  yellow  at  from 
$8u$14. 

The  crop  of  Ohio  is  now  nearly  all  in  market,  and 
the  receipts  fall  off  materially  from  former  reports.  In- 
ferior and  common  at  $4a$4  50;  middling  $5;  good 
$5  50;  fine  red  and  wrappery  $8al2;  and  fine  yellow 
at  $7  50.l  10.  No  transactions  in  Ohio  this  week,  hol- 
ders asking  an  advance  on  these  rates.  Very  little 
Virginia  in  market — $8al4  for  prime.  Kentucky  is  in 
demand  at  former  .rates,  viz:  $8a9  for  good  shipping; 
and  $3ul2  for  segar  leaf.  The  inspections  for  the  week 
comprise  679  lihds.  Maryland;  35  Kentucky;  235 
Ohio;  and  24  Virginia — total  973. 

Western  waters.  The  Ohio  at  Louisville  on  the 
6th  inst.  3 feet  9 inches,  in  the  channel.  The  Cumber- 
land on  the  2d  was  up  to  7 feet  on  the  Harpeth  shoals. 

Wheat.  Prices  in  the  Baltimore  market  remain 
the  same.  Maryland  and  Virginia  red  95  a $1  00. 
Pennsylvania  prime  red  $1  05;  white  $1  07. 

At  Richmond,  $1  00  to  $1  10  for  red,  and  $1  15 
for  white. 

Wilmington,  Del.  At  the  corporation  election  on 


the  13th,  the  sollowing  was  the  result: 

For  city  council. 

Van  Buren.  Whig. 

William  Seal,  600  A.  Hollingsworth,  481 

Enoch  Moore,  503  Elisha  Huxley;  4S1 

Joseph  C.  Seeds,  501  Samuel  Busy,  483 

Allen  Thompson,  504  George  Craig,  . 484 

1 Veasursr. 

Henry  Hicks,  489  John  Hagany,  490 

Assessor. 

John  B.  Lewis,  498  Wilson  Peirson,  439 
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{^Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Someof  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
etters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


Appointments  by  the  president — Receivers 
of  public  moneys:  James  H.  Elliott,  at  Winamac, 
(la.)  vice  Jesse  Jackson,  deceased. 

Lanceford  R.  Noel,  at  Danville,  (111.)  vice  Thos. 
James,  declined  the  appointment. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Acadia,  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  17th 
inst.  having  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th,  12  days  and 
17  hours  from  dock  to  dock — including  10  hours 
detention  at  Halifax. 

The  steamer  President  left  Liverpool  on  the  1st 
inst.  and  has  arrived  at  New  York. 

The  apprehension  of  a war  in  Europe  on  the  east- 
ern question  has  somewhat  subsided,  notwithstand- 
ing the  tone  assumed  by  the  French  journals  on  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  bombardment 
and  destruction  of  Beyrout. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Death  of  princess  Augusta.  On  the  22d  of  Sep- 
tember, at  20  minutes  past  9 o’clock,  departed  this 
life,  at  Clarence  house,  St.  James’  palace,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illness,  her  royal  highness  the  prin- 
cess Augusta  Sophia,  aunt  to  her  most  gracious 
majesty,  to  the  great  grief  of  all  the  royal  family. 
Her  royal  highness  was  in  her  72d  year,  havino- 
been  born  on  the  8th  November,  1768.  She  was 
the  sixth  child  and  second  daughter  of  George  III 
and  queen  Charlotte.  Within  a few  weeks  of  her 
death,  she  presented  all  her  domestics,  who  were 
much  attached  to  her,  with  a copy  of  her  por^ait, 
as  the  last  acknowledgment  which  she  should  make 
of  their  attentions. 

Fire  at  Davenport.  A fire  broke  out  on  board  the 
Talavera,  line-of-battie-ship  in  the  North  dock,  on 
the  28th  ult.  which  was  entirely  destroyed.  The 
fire  also  communicated  with  several  buildings  con- 
nected with  the  Royal  Naval  arsenal,  and  was  ex- 
tinguished only  after  having  destroyed  the  Talavera, 
Imogen  frigate,  and  property  amounting  to  eight 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  It  is  not  known  how  it 
occurred. 

Attempt  to  fire  Shcerness  dock  yard.  Shcerness, 
Friday  evening, 8 P.  M.  Her  majesty’s  ship  Cam- 
perdown,  120  guns,  was  attempted  to  be  fired  in  the 
basin  this  evening  by  some  incendiary.  The  fire 
was  discovered  in  a midshipman’s  berth,  but  was 
extinguished  after  burning  a locker,  but  on  further 
seaich  a well  laid  train  was  discovered  in  the  wur- 
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rant  officer’s  store  rooms,  consisting  of  rosin,  oakum 
and  lucifer  matches.  The  above  is  official. 

Lieut.  Fayrer,  R.  N.  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
command  of  the  steamer  President.  His  friends 
had  held  a meeting  on  the  subject,  at  which  a letter 
in  his  own  defence  was  read,  and  elicited  immense 
applause.  The  moving  cause  of  his  dismissal  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  owners 
of  the  President  on  account  of  the  time  occupied  by 
that  steamer  in  crossing  the  Atlantic. 

London,  October  3,  1849.  General  Hamilton  has 
returned  from  Holland  where  he  has  signed  a very 
satisfactory  treaty.  If  lord  Palmerston  is  not  utterly 
absorbed  in  the  treaty  question  of  the  east,  this  will 
attract  his  attention,  as  the  etfect  will  be  to  intro- 
duce German  goods  by  means  of  Dutch  shipping 
into  Texas  and  Mexico — and  over  jealousy  of  Ger- 
man manufacturers,  you  are  well  aware  of. 

I have  not  yet  seen  the  general  since  his  return, 
and  therefore  am  unable,  by  this  conveyance,  to 
give  you  any'  information  respecting  his  financial 
prospects. 

British  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  following 
is,  w’e  believe  a correct  list  of  the  British  fleet  in 


the  Mediterranean: — 

1.  Princess  Charlotte,  104 

2.  Powerful,  84 

3 Ganges,  84 

4.  Thunderer,  84 

5.  Bellerophon,  78 

6.  Revenge,  76 

7.  Cambridge,  78 

8.  Asia,  84 

9.  lmplicable,  74 

10.  Hastings,  72 

11.  Benbow,  72 

12.  Edinburgh,  72 

On  passage  out— 

Rodney,  92 

Vanguard,  S4 

Castor,  36 

Pique,  36 

Inconstant,  (at  Gibraltar,  it  is  said),  36 

Fitting — 

Britannia,  120 

Howe,  ’ 120 

Calcutta,  84 

Belleisle,  (no  men)  72 


Money  market.  London,  Friday  morning,  Oct.  2. 
The  buoyant  state  of  the  English  fund  yesterday 
has  not  led  to  any  further  improvement  to-day  in 
the  price  of  consols.  On  the  contrary  there  was 
rather  a tendency  downwards  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day,  the  quotation  lor  the  account  being  SSf 

t°i- 

Evening,  Oct.  2.  Monetary  affairs  have  been 
again  depressed  during  the  present  day,  the  conse- 
quence of  the  Ipss  pacific  tendency  of  the  accounts 
from  France.  The  result  of  the  cabinet  meeting 
held  in  London  on  Monday  last  has  been  published 
in  the  Patisian  newspapers,  and  the  account  appear- 
ing in  the  Capitole  is  believed  in  the  city  to  be  sub- 
stantially correct.  The  determination  to  carry  out 
the  treaty  of  July,  and  the  circumstance  that  no 
real  proposition  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the 
French  government  to  the  English  cabinet,  have 
created  a return  to  the  former  doubts,  difficulties 
and  alarms  of  the  capitalists;  and  consequently  eve- 
ry department  of  the  money  market  has  become 
very  gloomy  in  the  course  of  the  present  afternoon. 

The  fall  in  consols  is  about  3-8  per  cent,  on  the 
quotation  otla3t  night,  but  the  speculative  business 
has  been  large  at  that  reduction  and  the  market  pre- 
sented every  appearance  of  a tendency  to  still  low- 
er rates. 

Cotton  market.  Liverpool,  Oct.  3.  Since  the  30th 
ultimo,  the  demand  tor  cotton  has  been  moderate 
and  without  any  speculative  operation,  but  the  mar- 
ket, though  languid,  remains  steady.  The  sales  for 
the  week,  ending  last  evening,  amounted  to  27,060 
bales;  of  which  5,260  were  upland  at  5Ja6j;  9,920 
Orleans  at  5a8;  7,7S0  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  5|a 
6^;  and  220  Sea  Island  al  12^a22^d.  per  lb. 

Corn  market.  Liverpool,  Oct.  3.  The  duty  on 
wheat  yesterday  advanced  to  18s.  Sd.  per  quarter, 
and  on  flour  to  1 Is.  2Jd.  per  barrel,  and  must  soon 
be  still  higher.  Flour,  duly  paid,  dull  at  343.a35s. 
per  barrel;  the  value  in  bond  is  uncertain. 

During  the  last  two  days  the  weather,  although 
cloudy,  has  been  much  more  favorable  than  in  the 
curly  part  of  the  week,  and  is  line  this  morning, 


which,  if  general,  will  accelerate  the  proceeding  of 
harvest  in  the  counties  north  of  Lancashire  and 
some  parts  of  Ireland,  where  much  grain,  particu- 
larly oats,  is  still  reported  to  remain  unsecured. 

Excepting  oatmeal,  of  which  the  supply  is  mode- 
rate, we  have  received  very  little  produce  from  Ire- 
land, and  scarcely  any  coastwise  since  Tuesday; 
the  import  of  foreign  grain  also,  has  been  limited 
merely  to  5,207  qrs.  of  wheat;  but  of  Canadian  and 
(J.  States  flour  the  arrivals  furnish  16,560  bbls.  upon 
which  the  duties  of  13s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  8s.  2^d. 
per  bbl.  have  been  freely  paid,  and  several  cargoes 
detained  on  the  passage  will  of  course  be  liable  to 
higher  rates,  now  advance  upon  wheat  to  18s.  8d. 
on  oats  to  4s.  9d.  on  peas  to  5s.  per  quarter,  on  flour 
to  11s.  2Jd.  per  bbl.  and  reduced  on  barley  and  In- 
dian corn  to  9s.  4d.  per  quarter;  those  upon  British 
colonial  growth  remaining  unvaried. 

FRANCE. 

The  Moniteur  announces,  that  by  a royal  ordi- 
nance of  the  21st  of  September,  an  additional  credit 
has  been  opened  for  the  minister  of  warof  51,674,000 
francs,  to  provide  for  the  urgent  expenses  resulting 
from  the  increase  of  the  effective  and  materialot  the 
army.  The  sanction  of  the  chambers  for  this  ex- 
traordinary credit  will  be  applied  for  in  the  ap- 
proaching session. 

The  French  papers  publish  a transcript,  taken 
from  the  Belgian  journals,  of  a note,  addressed,  on 
the  31st  of  August  last,  to  Mr.  H.  L.  Bulwer,  Bri- 
tish minister  at  Paris,  in  the  absence  of  lord  Gran- 
ville, the  object  of  which  is  to  prove  that  it  was 
France  that  voluntarily  separated  from  the  four 
powers,  and  not  the  four  powers  from  France. 

There  was  a rumor  that  admiral  Lalande  was 
about  to  return  and  proceed  with  the  squadron  of 
reserve  to  the  straits  of  Gibraltar. 

Trial  of  Madame  Laffrage.  The  trial  of  Ma- 
dame Laffrage  was  resumed  on  the  19th.  M.  Bac 
made  his  reply  to  the  advocate  general.  The  pre- 
sident afterwards  made  his  charge  to  the  jury  who 
then  retired,  and  after  an  absence  of  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  returned  into  court,  and  the  foreman  de- 
livered the  following  verdict — “guilty,  with  exte- 
nuating circumstances.” 

The  president  then  ordered  Madame  Laffrage  to 
be  brought  forward.  She,  however,  had  fainted, 
and  was  in  such  a state  as  to  render  her  reappear- 
ance impossible.  The  president,  therefore,  pro- 
nounced the  sentence  in  her  absence — hard  labor 
for  life  and  exposure  in  the  pillory.  Madame  Laff- 
rage remains  in  a dangerous  slate. 

Paris,  Sept.  30.  The  cabinet  council  of  Monday. 
We  extract  the  following  from  the  Capitole:  “For 
the  iast  two  days  the  political  world  has  been  much 
interested  in  the  council  extraordinary  which  was 
to  be  held  in  London.  It  was  known  in  a vague 
manner  (hat  all  the  members  of  the  British  cabinet 
would  come  to  a decisive  resolution  on  the  eastern 
question.  This  council  has  been  held,  and  its  re- 
sults were  known  in  Paris  at  half  past  two  to-day 
(Tuesday.)  Little  has  transpired  concerning  the 
contents  of  those  important  despatches;  neverthe- 
less, rumors  were  spread,  and  caused  a very  strong 
reaction  on  the  exchange. 

Before  making  known  the  information,  which  we 
have  derived  from,  we  believe,  a very  good  source, 
we  ought  to  say  a wmrtl  on  the  facts,  anterior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Biitish  council.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  voyage  of  M.  Walewski  to  Alexan- 
dria had  for  its  object  to  induce  Mehemet  Ali  to 
make  some  concessions  to  the  porte.  The  viceroy 
made  them,  and  M.  Walewski  set  off  immediately 
lor  Constantinople,  in  order  to  prepare  the  divan  to 
accept  them.  The  divan  show  ed  itself  inclined  to 
conciliation,  and  relied  on  the  good  offices  of  France 
for  definitively''  concluding  its  arrangement  with 
Mehemet  Ali.  These  inclinations  of  the  porte  be- 
ing well  known  both  at  London  and  Paris,  lord  Pal- 
merston requested  the  French  cabinet  to  draw  up 
in  writing  its  definitive  resolution  upon  this  new 
phrase  of  the  eastern  question.  M.  Thiers,  who 
had  been  duped  so  many  times  already,  was  appre- 
hensive of  being  so  again,  and  he  begged  the  Eng- 
lish ministry  itself  to  declare  its  final  intentions. — 
Lord  Palmerston  not  daring,  as  be  said,  to  adopt  an 
important  determination  without  consulting  his  col- 
leagues, promised  to  convoke  Ihern  in  a grand 
council.  This  grand  council  has  been  held,  and  we 
have  every  ground  to  believe  that  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  it  were— 1st,  that  the  propositions  of 
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Mehemet  Ali  should  be  rejected;  2d,  that  the  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  should  be  carried  out  to  its  lull 
extent;  and,  3d,  that  admiral  Stopford  should  be  re- 
primanded for  having  shown  weakness  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  coercive  measures. 

The  trial  of  prince  Louis  Napoleon  was  progress- 
ing before  the  chamber  of  peers. 

The  testimony  of  count  Montholon  and  the  other 
officers  who  attended  the  prince  in  his  daring  at- 
tempt, goes  to  show  that  none  of  them  knew  ot  his 
design  until  a short  time  before  the  landing  at  Bou- 
logne. The  count  declares  that  if  his  name  appear- 
ed at  the  bottom  of  the  proclamations,  it  was  totally 
unknown  to  him.  He  adds:  “it  would  have  been 
an  act  of  cowardice  not  to  have  landed  with  the 
others.  I could  not  have  abandoned  the  prince  at 
such  a moment.” 

Military  preparations.  The  last  accounts  from 
France  represent  the  government  as  actively  pro- 
ceeding in  the  work  of  surrounding  Paris  with  a line 
of  barricades.  The  following  is  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  government: 

“There  shall  be  raised  a bastioned  wall,  terraced 
and  laced  with  masonry,  thirty  feet  in  height,  with 
glacis  and  contrescarp  in  earth.  Exterior  works 
casemated,  closed  at  the  gorge,  regularly  construct- 
ed with  contrescarp  in  masonry  and  covered  way. 
St.  Dennis  shall  be  fortified;  Charenton  shall  have 
permanent  works  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
suring the  possession  of  the  two  rivers.  The  works 
shall  commence  by  the  exterior  forts  of  Nogent, 
Rosny,  Noisy,  Rornainviile,  Mount  Valorien,  Ivry, 
St.  Dennis,  and  the  construction  of  the  other  works 
will  continue  on  all  these  points.  A camp  of  30,000 
men  will  be  distributed  in  different  stations,  accord- 
ing as  the  works  require  it.  The  minister  of  public 
works,  shall  unite  himself  with  the  minister  of  war 
for  the  direction  and  forwarding  these  works.  The 
Fonts  et  Chausees  shall  open  astategie  road  from  the 
centre  of  Pantin  to  the  Maine.” 

The  papers  of  M.  Thiers  thus  speak  of  the  pro- 
ject: 

“A  wall  regularly  constructed  surrounds  Paris 
and  its  suburbs,  and  will  enclose  a space  triple  the 
surface  actually  built  on.  It  will  make  no  alteration 
in  administrative  divisions,  nor  will  it  obstruct  any 
existing  communications.  It  will  be  protected 
against  enemies’  batteries  by  exterior  works,  more 
remote  from  Paris  than  the  fortress  of  Vincenness. 
These  works  will  form  the  first  line  of  defence,  and 
will  keep  the  enemy  at  a sufficient  distance  from 
Paris  to  render  impossible  the  action  of  incendiary 
projectiles.  This  plan,  which  unites  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  different  systems  hitherto  proposed,  is 
of  a date  anterior  to  recent  events.  It  resolves  the 
principal  difficulties,  delivers  Paris  from  the  fear  ol 
all  external  danger,  and  renders  a siege  impossible, 
by  depriving  the  enemy  of  all  hope  of  carrying  a 
fortress  so  immense.  It  will  have  considerable  in- 
fluence on  the  policy  of  France,  rendering  impossi- 
ble the  greatest  danger  that  could  befall  the  capital 
in  case  of  external  war.  It  will  form,  with  the  beau- 
tiful works  already  executed  at  Lyons,  two  great 
centres  of  resistance  on  the  two  most  important 
points  of  our  territory.  In  giving  an  immense  force 
to' France,  it  augmenls  the"  chances  of  peace,  and 
diminishes  those  ot  war.” 

The  Alsace  of  Strasburg  states  that  orders  have 
been  received  there  for  the  putting  into  a complete 
state  of  defence  all  the  fortified  places  of  the  military 
division  of  which  that  city  forms  the  centre.  Lieut, 
general  Pelletier,  inspector  general  of  the  artillery, 
had  arrived  there. 

FRANCE  AND  EGYPT. 

From  the  London  Morning  Herald  of  October  5. 

Most  important.  We  have  this  morning  received 
the  following  important  communication  from  our 
correspondent  at  Paris: 

Paris , Oct.  2,  (half  past  8,  Friday  morning.) 

I hasten  to  inform  you  that  the  French  govern- 
ment have  received  the  following  most  important 
telegraphic  dispatch: 

“ Marseilles , October  1,  (half  past  1.) 

“Malta,  Sept.  27.  The  Prometheus,  which  left 
Beyrout  the  20th,  announces  that;  after  bombard- 
ment of  nine  days,  which  reduced  the  town  to  ashes, 
the  Egyptians  evacuated  the  town  in  the  night,  and 
the  allies  took  possession  of  it. 

“The  Oriental,  which  quitted  Alexandria  on  the 
24th,  makes  known  that  the  firman  deposing  Mehe- 
met Ali  had  been  communicated  on  the  21st  to  his 
highness,  by  the  consuls-generals  of  the  four  pow- 
ers, who  instantly  struck  their  flags,  and  retired  on 
board  their  shipping. 

“Director  of  [he  Telegraph  Flocon.” 

The  above  is  the  most  important  and  alarming 
intelligence  that  could  be  received.  As  members 
of  the  French  government  have  said  that  if  the  trea- 
ty were  executed  a Voutrancc,  there  must  be  war. 
I dare  not  say  more  to  alarm  the  public  mind,  but  1 


view  it  as  much  fatal  news,  and  I have  good  reason 
to  do  so. 

The  above  intelligence  lias  produced  a complete 
panic  in  the  city,  and  consols  bad  fallen  nearly  ]j- 
per  cent,  viz:  from  87J  to  86^.  We  may  also  add, 
that  100,000  consols  were  offered  at  86,  and  no 
takers.  Purchasers  were,  however,  shortly,  after- 
wards obtained  at  that  price. 

Ten  thousand  additional  troops  have  been  order- 
ed to  embark  at  Constantinople  lor  Cyprus.  We 
have  already  stated  that  Mehemet  Ali  either  was  or 
feigned  to  be  seriously  indisposed.  His  disease  is 
said  to  be  a boil  on  the  spine,  an  affection  peculiar 
to  the  Nile:  His  lale  apparent  humility  to  the  sul- 

tan, and  his  offer  through  Rifat  bey  to  surrender 
Candia  and  Adan,  are  believed  to  have  been  a mere 
ruse  to  gain  time  and  had  his  offer  been  accepted, 
he  would  probably  not  have  abided  by  them. 

The  intelligence  from  Beyrout  is  extremely  con- 
tradictory. It  is  said  commodore  Napier  has  made 
prizes  of  some  Egytian  ships  he  had  already  seized, 
and  that  he  continues  to  interrupt  all  supplies  going 
towards  the  coast.  The  governor  of  Beyrout  Ua3, 
on  the  other  hand,  literally  offered  a reward  foiAhe 
head  of  lord  Ponsonby’s  dragoman,  Mr.  Moore. — 
He  is,  however,  sale  on  board  the  commander’s 
ship.  The  city  is  now  blockaded  by  a very  strong 
squadron,  consisting  of  the  Powerful,  the  Eden- 
burgb,  the  Thunderer,  the  Ganges,  the  Banbow, 
the  Castor,  the  Carysfort,  and  the  Gorgon  steamer. 

The  Jean,  manned  with  750,  and  the  Scipio  with 
670  men,  have  sailed  for  the  Levant.  These  two 
ships  are  destined  to  reinforce  the  French  Mediter- 
ranean fleet,  under  admiral  Hugon.  The  Euphrates 
and  iEtna  steamers  had  already  preceded  them. 
The  Trident,  manned  by  600  men,  has  bent  sails 
for  Philippeville.  It  conveys  960  men  to  join  the 
22d,  26th  and  61st  regiments.  The  Cocyte  has  set 
out  for  Algiers  with  despatches  for  maisbal  Vallee, 
conveying  790  military  passengers,  of  whom  24  are 
officers.  Accounts  from  L’Orient  state  that  beside 
the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  ships  in 
course  of  armament  at  the  various  ports,  at  L’Orient 
alone,  (one  of  the  smallest  of  the  French  ports), 
there  is  at  this  moment  realty  for  sea  six  sail  of  the 
line,  seven  frigates,  and  three  steam  vessels,  be- 
sides several  small  vessels. 

EGYPT. 

Refusal  of  the  pacha  of  Egypt  to  accede  to  the 
terms  offered  by  the  combined  powers.  The  follow  ing 
is  an  extract  of  a letter  received  at  Lloyd’s,  from 
their  agent  at  Canstanlinople,  dated  September  9. 
“A  Turkish  steamer  has  just  arrived  from  Alexan- 
dria, bringing,  it  is  reported,  the  pasha’s  positive 
and  final  refusal  to  listen  to  the  arrangement  which 
the  four  combined  powers  have  agreed  upon  with 
regard  to  his  difference  with  the  pasha.” 

The  quadruple  treaty.  In  relation  to  the  treaty, 
the  Baltimore  American  says: — It  is  still  uncertain 
whether  Mehemet  Ali  has  accepted  or  refused  the 
conditions  proposed  to  hirn  by  the  allied  powers. — 
The  facts  relative  to  this  treaty  are  in  substance 
these:  Mehemet  Ali  having  long  held  dominion  in 
Egypt,  and  having  by  the  aid  of  his  son  Ibrahim 
subdued  Syria,  was  determined  to  possess  these 
countries  in  his  own  right,  without  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  even  nominal  subjection  to  the  sultan. 
The  open  avowal  of  this  determination  was  made 
towards  ttie  close  of  Mahmoud’s  reign,  who  imme- 
diately despatched  a Turkish  fleet  to  hold  the  pasha 
in  check,  until  his  own  forces,  assisted  by  the  pow- 
er of  Russia,  could  be  in  readiness  to  take  the  field. 
The  Turkish  fleet  instead  of  opposing  Mehemet 
Ali  went  over  and  joined  him.  The  porte  was  now 
in  consternation.  Ibrahim  had  put  his  army  in  mo- 
tion and  was  threatening  Constantinople;  the  sultan 
had  no  means  of  defence  upon  which  he  could  rely. 
In  this  state  of  things,  Russia  was  quite  willing  to 
take  the  sultan  under  her  sole  proteclion — in  accor- 
dance with  a system  of  warlike  diplomacy  which 
has  been  practised  of  late  years  with  some  success, 
especially  by  Great  Britain  in  India.  This  system 
is  to  sustain  an  imbecile  government  with  the  view 
of  controlling  it  and  of  governing  through  it. 

But  England  was  not  disposed  to  allow  Russia 
the  privilege  of  exclusive  protection.  IJpr  friend- 
ship for  the  sultan  was  equally  tender  and  strong, 
and  she  was  not  willing  to  be  outdone  in  political 
generosity  by  the  czar.  These  two  great  powers 
may  be  considered  as  the  principals  in  the  late  ne- 
gotiations; and  they  are  utterly  antagonist  to  one 
another,  though  in  alliance.  Austria  and  Prussia 
are  not  much  more  than  nominal  parties — or  if  of 
influence  in  the  affair,  it  is  on  the  side  of  Russia, 
no  doubt,  from  the  force  of  sympathy  and  of  Rus- 
sian influence.  Turkey,  by  her  position,  commands 
the  overland  or  interior  route  to  India;  henpe  nei- 
ther Russia  nor  England  is  willing  that  the  exclusive 
control  should  be  possessed  l>v  a rival. 

France  is  hostile  to  the  treaty  because  she  can 
expect  to  derive  no  advantage  Iroui  it;  and  further- 


more because  she  hopes  to  exercise  over  Egypt  and 
Syria  the  same  sort  of  influence  which  the  other 
great  powers  are  seeking  over  Turkey. 

But  to  the  conditions  of  the  treaty:  The  four 

powers  in  behalf  of  the  sultan  demand  of  Mehemet 
Ali  that  he  relinquish  within  twenty  days  all  claim 
to  the  hereditary  possession  of  Syria  and  Egypt  in 
his  own  right.  If  he  acceeds  to  this  he  will  be  al- 
lowed the  pachalic  of  Egypt  to  himself  and  his 
descendants  on  payment  ol  an  annual  tribute;  he 
will  be  allowed  also  during  his  own  life  to  hold  the 
government  of  a portion  of  Syria,  the  pachalic  of 
Acre,  on  condition  likewise  of  paying  tribute.  He 
is  required  to  give  up  the  Turkish  fleet  and  crews 
without  charging  expenses  during  the  time  of  de- 
tention. He  must  recall  his  forces  from  the  coun- 
try recently  conquered  by  bis  son  Ibrahim;  and  the 
army  and  navy  which  he  may  hereafter  keep  in 
Egypt  shall  be  considered  as  a part  of  the  forces 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  laws  of  the'  Ottoman 
empire  shall  be  in  force  in  the  pachalics  of  Egypt 
and  Acre,  though  Mehemet  may  levy  taxes  to  sup- 
port his  government. 

These  are  hard  terms,  and  not  easily  to  be  digest- 
ed by  an  ambitious  potentate,  flushed  with  conquest, 
warlike  in  disposition,  and  conscious  of  his  own 
powe’r.  The  consideration  that  they  are  imposed 
by  foreign  Christian  nations  is  not  likely  to  make 
the  conditions  more  palatable.  The  hesitancy  of 
the  French  government,  which  is  in  truth  desirous 
of  peace,  has  tended  to  protract  the  final  issue,  and 
to  throw  uncertainty  upon  it.  With  the  assurance 
of  support  from  France,  Mehemet  would  hardly 
wrnste  a moment  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  of 
immediate  resistance.  The"  next  arrival  from  Eu- 
rope will  probably  bring  definite  intelligence  oils 
way  or  the  other. 

Dreadful  earthquake.  The  account  of  the  fall- 
ing of  a part  of  Mount  Ararat  shaken  down  by  an 
earthquake,  with  a terrible  destruction  of  human 
life,  is  confirmed.  The  St.  Petersburg  Abeille  du 
Nord,  of  September  11th,  publishes  ' the  following 
letter,  dated  Tifflis,  August  13th: 

“You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  terrible  earth- 
quake of  Mount  Ararat,  which  has  totally  destroy- 
ed the  town  of  Makitcheinan,  damaged  all  the 
buildings  at  Erivan,  and  devastated  the  two  dis- 
tricts of  Sharour  and  Sourmate,  in  Armenio.  All 
the  villages  in  those  districts  have  been  destroyed. 
The  earth  is  rent  in  such  a manner,  that  all  the 
cotton  and  rice  plantations  have  perished  for  want 
of  water.  But  the  most  awful  event  has  taken 
place  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mount  Ararat.  A 
considerable  mass  was  loosened  from  the  moun- 
tain, and  destroyed  every  thing  in  its  way  for  the 
distance  of  seven  wrests,  (nearly  five  English 
miles). 

Among  others,  the  great  village  of  Akhonla  has 
had  the  fate  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii.  Above 
one  thousand  inhabitants  were  buried  under  heaps 
of  rocks.  A thick  fluid,  which  afterwards  be- 
came a river,  ran  from  the  interior  of  the  moun- 
tain, which  was  opened,  and  following  the  same 
direction,  swept  over  the  ruins,  and  carried  with  it 
the  corpses  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of.  Akhouli, 
the  dead  animals,  See.  The  shock  continued  to  be 
felt  every  day  in  the  above  mentioned  districts,  and 
enterely  laid  them  waste;  then  the  shocks  became 
less  frequent.  Ararat  is  not  yet  quiet;  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday  I was  awakened  by  two  violent  sub- 
terraneous commotions. 

RUSSIA. 

The  steam  packet  Sirius  arrived  at  the  London 
docks  from  St.  Petersburg,  on  Saturday,  the  26tli 
ult.  She  left  Cronstadton  the  morning  of  Wednes- 
day. She  brings  accounts  that  12,000  men  were  to 
embark  at  first,  and  in  the  -event  of  Ibrahim’s 
marching  on  Constantinople,  a second  expedition 
would  be  sent. 

ALGIERS. 

A despatch  from  marshal  Vallee  to  the  French 
minister  of  war,  giving  a detailed  account  of  the  de- 
feat of  an  Arab  force  uear  the  Oued  Boudouaon,  on 
the  19th  ult.  is. published  in  the  Moniteur.  Full 
particulars  of  this  engagement  have  already  been 
given  in  the  Times. 

Another  despatch  from  marshal  Vallee,  dated  the 
21st  of  September,  states  that  an  attempt  made  by 
Bouliamedi,  Kalifa,  of  Tlemecen,  to  cany  off  some 
cattle  from  the  allied  Dollars,  was  repelled  with 
loss.  Abdel-Kader  was  ill  at  Mascara,  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  regular  hoops  were  in  the  east, 
where  they  had  been  defeated  on  lire  29th  of  Au- 
gust, and  also  on  the  1st  of  September,  by  general 
Cbangarnier  and  colonel  Levasseur,  Bentbaiirit  Ka- 
iifa  of  Mascara,  was  at  Saida,  collecting  contribu- 
tions, and  Bouhamedi  was  occupied  in  removing 
stores  and  troops  from  Tlerneccn  to  Trafraoua. 
The  recruiting  for  the  Emir’s  regular  troops  con- 
tinued. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  24,  1840— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


115 


HOLLAND. 

Abdication  of  the  king . The  Amsterdam  papers 
of  Wednesday  announce  the  abdication  of  the  king 
of  Holland  in  favor  of  his  son.  It  appears  that  his 
majesty  communicated  his  intentions  lo  his  ministers 
beiore  setting  out  the  day  before  from  the  Hague  to 
the  castle  of  Loo.  A proclamation  will  be  issued  in 
a few  days  informing  his  subjects  ol  his  resolu- 
tion. The  Handlesblad  says  that  the  king,  having 
summoned  the  prince  and  princess  of  Orange  to 
Loo,  communicated  his  intentions  to  them  in  the 
presence  of  his  friend  baron  Fayel.  He  is  said  to 
have  laid  aside  his  crown  and  retired  to  private  life, 
for  the  purpose  ot  accomplishing  the  union  with  a 
lady  of  his  court,  which  encountered  so  much  op- 
position from  his  subjects  when  first  announced 
some  twelve  months  ago. 

CHINA. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Bombay,  July  23,  at  9 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  received  by  the  Mediterra- 
nean packet: 

‘•The  steamer  is  already  under  weigh,  and  drop- 
ping down,  b"t  I’ll  try  to  catch  her  with  three 
lines,  lo  say  that  a private  express  from  Calcutta 
has  arrived  which  states  that  intelligence  has  been 
received  there  from  China,  by  the  steamer  Enter- 
prise, of  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  expedition  in  the 
Canton  river,  and  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  forts 
of  the  Bocca  Tigris.  We  shall  know  the  truth  of 
it  in  a day  or  two;  it  is  doqbted  by  none.” 

The  following,  from  a correspondent  of  the  Lon- 
don Standard,  is  in  addition  to  the  above. 

I send  you  in  haste  the  accompanying  extract  of 
a letter  from  Bombay,  received  by  a friend  of  mine 
in  Liverpool: — “Alter  the  vessels  had  destroyed 
the  forts  of  the  Bogue  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bocco 
Tigris,  some  troops  and  seamen  were  sent  on  shore 
to  put  them  in  a state  of  defence  against  the  Chi- 
nese. The  expedition  tiien  proceeded  towards 
Whampoa,  having  pressed  two  Chinese  pilots;  but 
on  reaching  the  second  bar,  the  passage  tor  large 
vessels  was  impeded  by  the  Chinese  having  taken 
the  precaution  to  sink  some  large  junks;  however, 
the  smaller  vessels  and  steamers  w ill  almost  imme- 
diately proceed  with  a strong  military  force  to  raze 
Canton  to  the  ground. 

SPAIN. 

The  revolutionary  movement  continues  in  Spain, 
the  junto  at  Madrid  still  administering  the  govern- 
ment. The  queen  accepted  the  resignation  of  the 
Sancho  ministry,  and  appointed  Espartero  president 
ot  the  council,  with  instructions  to  frame  a cabinet, 
but  without  any  specific  department  in  the  ministry, 
“in  order,”  the  decree  states,  “that  he  may  con- 
tinue at  liberty  to  command  the  army,  as  he  has 
hitherto  done,  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  and  glory 
of  the  country.” 

PORTUGAL. 

The  insurrection  among  the  troops  in  Portugal, 
according  to  accounts  from  Lisbon,  dated  the  21st 
of  September,  has  been  suppressed.  The  revolted 
soldiers,  it  is  supposed,  disheartened  at  not  being 
joined  by  a force  which  they  expected  to  find  at 
Viseu,  and  having  exhausted  the  money  with  which 
they  had  been  supplied,  turned  against  their  leaders. 
They  refused  to  march  towards  the  Spanish  frontier, 
as  they  were  ordered;  assassinated  their  comman- 
der Miguel  Augusto  de  Sousa,  and  gave  themselves 
up  to  the  queen’s  troops. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  otlicial  return  of  votes  for  congressmen  in  the 
two  districts  which  failed  to  elect  on  the  14ih  ult. 
were  as  follows: 

Eastern  district — Noyes,  (w.)  4,792;  Low’ell,  (Y. 
B.)  4,567;  Wheelen  and  scattering  304;  of  course 
Mr.  Noyes  wanted  79  votes  of  being  elected. 

Oxford  district — Long,  (whig)  5,283;  Littlefield, 
(V.  B.  regular  candidate)  4.7S7;  Parris,  (do.  irre- 
gular) 1,965;  scattering  86. 

We  have  no  account  yet  of  the  period  for  another 
election. 

VERMONT. 

Governor’s  message  to  the  legislature. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate  and 

house  of  representatives: 

Again  it  becomes  my  duty  to  address  you  upon 
our  public  concerns.  Our  official  duties  are  various 
and  responsible;  and  we  shall  best  subserve  the  ob- 
ject of  our  appointment,  and  most  effectually  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  our  country,  bv  an  honest, 
faithful  and  wise  discharge  of  them.'  All  legislation 
having  in  view  the  virtue  and  permanent  happiness 
of  the  people,  will  ultimately  result  in  the  common 
welfare. 

Under  our  happy  form  of  government,  the  rights 
of  the  humblest  citizen  are  its  sacredly  secured  as 
those  of  the  most  highly  tavored;  and  every  act 
which  shall  unnecessarily,  limit  or  abndge  those 


rights,  is  a positive  contravention  of  the  letter  of  our 
constitution,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
our  civil  institutions.  To  encourage  the  piactice 
of  virtue,  to  prevent  the  commission  of  crime,  to 
foster  the  interests  of  education,  to  promote  the  in- 
dustry and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  personal  liberty  and  rights  of  our  citizens, 
are  among  our  legitimate  and  proper  duties  as  legis- 
lators. 

In  popular  governments,  law  depends  for  its  effi- 
cacy, mainly  upon  the  convictions  of  the  people 
of  its  necessity  and  expediency.  Without  public 
opinion  in  its  lavor,  legislative  enactment  becomes 
a dead  letter  upon  our  statute  book,  and  is  not  only 
disregarded  of  itself,  but  in  some  measure  weakens 
the  lorce  of  salutary  and  necessary  laws,  and  conse- 
quently lessens  the  respect  paid  to  them.  We  ought 
ttierefore,  to  pause  and  examine  with  great  caution, 
before  adopting  propositions  for  altering  the  princi- 
ples or  details  of  laws,  which  have  received  a judi- 
cial construction,  and  with  whose  provisions  the 
people  have  become  familiar. 

The  very  careful  revision  of  our  laws,  at  the  last 
session  of  the  general  assembly,  brought  under  ex- 
amination most  of  the  important  provisions  of  our 
statute  law.  Time  has  scarcely  been  afforded,  since 
its  promulgation,  to  test  the  operation  of  the  various 
modifications  and  amendments  therein  introduced, 
and  the  necessi'y  of  an  immediate  alteration  will 
doubtless  be  obvious  and  plain  before  you  will  be 
called  upon  to  make  it. 

Our  revenue,  derived  almost  entirely  from  a direct 
tax  on  the  people,  presents  a constant  admonition  to 
frugality  and  economy  in  expenditure,  and  should 
lead  to  frequent  inquiry  into  the  operation  of  our 
system  of  taxation.  This  system  is  based  mainly 
on  income;  and  it  is  due  to  those  who  defray  the 
expenses  of  government,  that  all  productive  proper- 
ty, and  profitable  pursuits,  should  hear  their  relative 
proportion  of  the  public  burdens. 

From  frequent  application  to  me  for  the  remission 
of  small  fines,  imposed  by  the  county  courts,  for 
assault  and  battery,  and  other  breaches  of  the  peace, 

I have  been  led  to  the  inquiry  whether  an  alteration 
in  the  law  on  that  subject  might  not  save  considera- 
ble sums  to  the  state,  without  weakening  the  claims 
of  justice  or  lessening  public  security.  Judging  of 
the  character  of  the  ofience,  by  the  amount  of  fines 
imposed,  (he  presumption  is  strong  that  respondents 
in  some  cases  have  been  bound  over  to  the  county 
court  by  justices  of  the  peace,  more  on  account  ot 
the  inability  of  the  offender  to  pay  a fine  and  costs, 
where  the  town  in  which  the  offence  was  committed 
might  have  had  an  interest,  than  by  reason  of  the 
enormity  of  the  offence.  In  a majority  of  cases, 
presented  for  the  exercise  of  executive  clemency, 
the  fine  has  been  five  or  ten  dollars,  with  costs  va- 
rying from  fifteen  to  sixty.  Nor  is  the  payment  of 
enormous  billsof  cost,  the  whole  charge  to  the  state. 
Respondents,  in  cases  of  this  character,  being  usually 
irresponsible  and  unable  to  procure  bail,  are  conse- 
quently confined  in  jail,  and  the  slate  charged  with 
their  support  as  state  prisoners.  On  conviction,  a 
seutence  to  pay  a fine  ot  a few  dollars  and  costs  ol 
prosecution,  operates  as  severely  as  a sentence  of 
perpetual  imprisonment,  to  the  offender,  and  a per- 
petual charge  on  the  state  for  his  support,  unless 
relieved  by  executive  interference.  If  no  other  al- 
teration should  be  deemed  expedient,  it  would  bet- 
ter accord  with  the  humane  sp  rit  of  our  laws,  to 
provide  that  the  sentence  in  such  cases,  should  be 
in  the  alternative,  either  fine,  or  imprisonment  for 
a limited  time,  when  the  fine  is  not  paid.  But  I 
would  respectfully  suggest,  as  worthy  of  inquiry; 
whether  a remedy  might  not  be  found,  by  providing, 
that,  on  conviction  of  certain  inferior  offences  ami 
misdemeanors,  the  fine  should  be  paid  into  the  town 
treasury,  and  whether  it  might  not  be  expedient  to 
enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  for 
their  trial. 

By  a salutary  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  any  person  committing  crime  in  one 
state  and  escaping  into  another,  shall,  on  demand 
of  the  executive  of  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  case,  be  removed  there  lor  trial.  This  provision 
should  be  cairied  into  effect  in  good  faith.  Some 
of  the  states  have  made  the  act  of  procuring  goods 
under  false  pretences,  an  indictable  offence.  Cases 
are  believed  to  have  occurred  when  men,  smarting 
under  the  loss  of  properly  have  been  led  to  make 
oath  to  tacts,  at  an  ex  parte  hearing,  which  fully 
justified  the  commencement  of  a public  prosecution 
for  crime,  where  the  real  object  was  evidently  to 
effect  a compromise  with  a debtor  or  extort  money 
from  his  friends  in  satisfaction  of  a precarious  debt. 
The  exclusive  warrant  when  obtained,  is  used  not 
to  bring  a public  offender  to  justice,  but  for  indivi- 
dual benefit.  The  evil  complained  of  might  perhaps 
be  prevented,  were  it  made  an  indictable  offence 
to  compromise  with,  and  permit  to  go  at  large,  any 
petsoa  airested  on  an  executive  warrant,  issued  at 


the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  where  the 
crime  is  charged  to  have  been  committed. 

The  condition  of  our  common  schools  and  semi- 
naries of  learning,  is  always  deserving  your  careful 
attention.  In  my  last  annual  message,  I urged  the 
application  of  the  income  of  the  state  school  fund  to 
purposes  of  education,  and  leg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
suggestions  there  made. 

We  are  practically  an  agricultural  people.  To 
the  successful  prosecution  of  this  pursuit,  are  our 
citizens  principally  indebted,  for  the  necessaries, 
and  many  of  the  luxuries,  of  civilized  life.  Al- 
though an  interest  of  such  vast  importance  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  state,  it  has  heretofore  received  but 
little  encouragement  from  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment. Great  improvements  have  been  made,  with- 
in the  last  half  century,  in  this  important  branch  of 
industry,  owing,  mainly,  to  the  successful  applica- 
tion of  science  in  the  development  of  the  proper- 
ties of  onr  various  soils,  and  consequent  adaptation 
of  the  same  to  the  different  products  of  agriculture. 
This  is  a matter,  interesting,  not  only  to  the  philo- 
sopher in  his  inquiries  into  cause  and  effect,  but 
also  furnishes  an  object  of  intense  interest  to  the 
legislator  and  political  economist.  I feel  justified 
in  again  urging  upon  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  general  assembly,  the  propriety  of  a geological 
survey  of  the  state.  Much  valuable  information  on 
this  subject  may  be  found  embodied  in  the  reports 
made  to  the  three  last  sessions  of  the  legislature. 

The  difficulties  which  have  beset  the  business 
transactions  of  the  country  since  1836,  are  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  this  state,  considered 
as  having  grown  out  of  the  improvident  measures  of 
the  general  government.  Many  of  our  most  en- 
lightened and  sagacious  statesmen  clearly  foresaw 
and  predicted  the  result;  a majority  of  the  commu- 
nity, notwithstanding,  deceived  by  the  plausible 
reasoning  and  specious  promises  of  interested  and 
designing  men,  and  by  the  apparent  prosperity  and 
success  with  which  most  kinds  of  business  were 
then  pursued,  were  led,  for  a season,  to  give  them 
their  support.  The  people,  however,  are  now  en- 
gaged in  a fearful  strife  to  remove  from  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  federal  government  those,  who,  in 
the  discharge  of  their  official  trusts,  they  believe, 
have  wantonly  disregarded  the  best  interests  of  their 
constituents.  As  the  struggle  progresses,  the  final 
result  appears  less  and  less  doubtful.  The  recent 
elections  indicate  with  a certainty  almost  unerring, 
that  the  great  mass  of  our  population,  whose  only 
interest  in  government  is,  to  have  it  wisely  and  fru- 
gally administered,  are  becoming  convinced  of  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  some  of  the  leading  measures 
of  the  administration.  This  result  is  the  more  to 
be  prized,  affording,  as  it  does,  indubitable  evidence 
of  that  honesty  of  purpose  and  purity  of  intention, 
which  have  ever  characterised  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people.  It  can  hardly  be  otherwise, 
while  the  interest  of  the  great  majority  of  each  of 
the  politic?!  parties,  into  which  the  country  is  at 
present  divided,  is  the  same,  the  greatest  good  of 
the  greatest  number.  It  furnishes  a sure  guarantee 
for  the  durability  of  our  institutions,  and  a serious 
admonition  to  our  rulers,  that  they  will  always  re- 
ceive a rebuke  at  the  hands  of  the  people,  whenever 
they  make  the  success  of  partizan  measures  an  ob- 
ject paramount  to  the  general  good.  t 

The  subject  of  the  currency  will,  doubtless,  claim 
a share  of  your  attention.  The  hostility  to  banks 
and  a paper  medium,  fur  the  transaction  of  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country,  has  been  carried  on  in  an  un- 
relenting, and  in  some  instances,  vindictive  spirit. 
While  some  openly  assail,  and  would  at  once  abo- 
lish them,  thereby  compelling  a resort  to  an  exclu- 
sive specie  currency,  others,  with  a pretended  con- 
viction of  their  utility  and  necessity,  covertly  at- 
tempting their  destruction,  by  advocating  measures 
and  principles  which,  if  sustained  and  adopted, 
would  ultimately  effect  their  ruin,  by  taking  Irotn 
them  all  their  ability  for  usefulness.  Among  other 
charges,  it  lias  been  said,  that  the  operations  of 
banks  have  induced  high  prices.  Has  the  farmer, 
the  artizan,  or  the  merchant,  suffered  in  conse- 
quence? High  prices  and  a ready  sale  are  great 
encouragemenls  to  individual  industry  and  enter- 
prise. 

Low  prices  operate  to  the  reverse.  It  is  alledg- 
ed.  that  they  have  given  a fictitious  value  to  pro- 
perly. Be  it  so;  under  this  state  of  things,  and  dur- 
ing (heir  existence,  immense  indebtedness  and  lia- 
bilities have  been  incurred,  in  the  purchase  of  pro- 
perty, in  investments  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments and  machinery,  and  in  permanent  and  valua- 
ble improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  country. 
Would  it  be  just,  or  humane,  or  honorable,  for  the 
same  government,  which  authorised  the  establish- 
ment or  banks,  and  gave  them  power  to  exert  this 
influence  over  the  business  of  the  community,  by 
encouraging  liberal  discounts  in  aid  of  these  enter- 
prises, at  once  to  annihilate  these  institutions,  or. 
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what  is  equivalent,  to  discredit  their  issues,  and 
thus  bring  the  property  of  the  country  to  what  is 
claimed  to  be  its  real  specie  value?  While  thus 
unsettling  the  value  of  property,  and  the  relative 
condition  of  our  whole  population,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, that  indebtedness  cannot  be  reduced, 
but  on  the  contrary,  will  be  increased  in  the  same 
ratio  in  which  the  price  of  property  is  reduced,  and 
the  means  for  payment  lessened.  The  control  of 
the  whole  property  of  the  country  would  thus  soon 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  and  money 
lenders. 

I would  not  be  understood  as  being  an  advocate 
for  an  irresponsible  or  unsafe  banking  system.  But, 
believing  as  I do,  that  the  facilities  heretofore  af- 
forded by  banks  and  the  credit  system,  have  emi- 
nently contributed  to  foster  and  carry  forward  the 
great  interests  of  our  countrjr,  I hold  it  to  be  our 
duty,  our  imperative  duty,  as  conservators  of  the 
public  welfare,  to  sustain  a safe  and  efficient  bank- 
ing system  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  means  of 
securing  and  promoting  the  pecuniary  prosperty  of 
our  constituents. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  banks  have 
been  chartered  with  too  great  facility,  and  upon  im- 
proper principles,  in  some  sections  of  the  union; 
perhaps,  to  some  extent  in  this  state.  Much  of  the 
prejudice,  now  existing  against  these  institutions, 
lias  arisen  from  this  fact,  and  from  their  improper 
management.  Where  banks  have  been  established 
upon  solid  capital  in  places  whose  bona  fide  busi- 
ness transactions  needed  accommodations  from  that 
capital,  and  where  the  stock  has  been  properly  dis- 
tributed and  owned  by  capitalists  seeking  such  an 
investment  of  their  money,  I have  heard  but  little 
or  no  complaint.  Indeed,  it  is  believed,  that  in  the 
most  disastrous  season  of  the  last  four  years,  such 
banks,  instead  of  being  liable  to  the  censure  so 
freely  bestowed  upon  ail  banks—  of  crippling  and  op- 
pressing the  community — have,  uniformly,  afforded 
more  aid,  and  at  a more  reasonable  rate,  than 
would  have  been  obtained,  had  the  same  amount  of 
capital  been  under  the  control  of  individuals. 

The  danger  and  loss  to  the  community  have  arisen 
from  granting  bank  charters,  where  the  active  busi- 
ness of  the  country  do  not  require  them,  and  from 
having  them  placed  in  operation  a fictitious  capital, 
managed  by  borrowers  instead  of  lenders,  their  ac- 
commodations monopolized  by  directors  or  their 
friends,  and  embark  in  hazardous,  not  to  say,  de- 
sperate speculations.  While  the  business  of  the 
country  remains  prosperous,  the  bills  of  the  bank 
are  redeemed  and  obtain  credit:  but  when  a reverse 
occurs,  and  money  cannot  be  raised  from  the  parti- 
cular business  in  which  the  borrowers  are  engaged, 
the  bank  fails  to  meet  its  liabilities  and  the  bill 
holders  must  suffer  the  loss;  for  whenever  an  ex- 
amination takes  places  the  notes  for  loans,  and  the 
capital  stock  of  the  bank,  are  found  to  be  identical. 
The  history  of  one  of  these  swidling  institutions 
would  requiie  but  little  variation,  to  serve  as  the 
history  of  every  bank  which  has  failed  in  New 
England. 

The  benefits  between  the  bank  and  the  people 
should  be  reciprocal.  There  would  be  no  apology 
for  granting  to  capitalists  the  privilege  of  associat- 
ing for  banking  purposes,  were  we  not  fully  satis- 
fied, that  at  the  same  time,  we  were  conferring  an 
equal  benefit  upon  the  community,  among  whom  a 
bank  may  be  located,  by  affording  facilities  for 
loans,  at  a reasonable  rate,  to  such  as  take  the  pro- 
perty of  the  neighborhood  to  market  and  furnish  it 
wfith  merchandise  in  return,  or  to  such  as  add  labor 
to  the  raw  material,  and  thus  render  the  property 
of  the  country  a more  valuable  as  well  as  more 
marketable  commodity. 

Entertaining  these  views,  should  this  subject 
come  under  your  consideration,  it  might  naturally 
be  expected  that  I should  ask  for  them  a candid  and 
dispassionate  examination.  In  the  absence  of  all 
party  feeling  and  every  improper  bias,  the  inquiry 
should  be,  does  the  active  business  of  any  particu- 
lar section,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a bank, 
need  its  accommodation?  Are  there  capitalists, 
who  will  make  investments  of  the  stock? 

If  the  affirmative  be  true,  still  we  shall  have 
made  but  profitless  improvement  of  the  example  of 
our  predecessors  and  neighbors,  if,  when  we  adopt 
such  salutary  restrictions  as  will  effectually  secure 
the  public  from  loss,  we  should  impose  such  un- 
reasonable and  excessive  restraints  as  shall  prevent 
that  public  from  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the  system. 

Copies  of  resolutions,  passed  by  the  legislatures 
of  several  of  our  sister  states,  upon  various  sub- 
jects, have  been  received  by  me  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  general  assembly.  In  compliance 
with  requests  by  which  they  were  accompanied, 
they  will  be  laid  before  you. 

No  subject  embraced  in  them  is  of  so  grave  an 
import,  or  involves  principles  so  alarming  in  their 
character,  as  those  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 


One  of  the  sovereign  states  of  the  union  has  been 
deprived  of  her  constitutional  rights.  Her  repre- 
sentatives, presenting  the  ever  before  undisputed 
and  legal  evidence  of  their  election,  have  been  re- 
fused seats  in  congress.  Not  from  any  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  freemen  to  elect;  not  from  any  fraud 
or  neglect  of  the  executive  of  the  state  to  furnish 
the  usual  and  legal  evidence  of  the  result  of  such 
election;  not  through  the  omission  of  those  holding 
that  evidence  to  present  the  same  to  congress;  not 
in  obedience  to  any  law  or  precedent,  which  has 
heretofore  been  considered  binding  in  like  cases, 
but  in  startling  violation  of  all  law  and  constitu- 
tional right,  and  a reckless  disregard  of  all  prece- 
dent. 

Whatever  motive  may  have  influenced  the  deci- 
sion of  the  majority  in  congress  on  this  question, 
still,  in  a history  of  the  times,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
consider  it  apart  from  the  fact,  that  the  matter  was 
prematurely,  and  for  the  time  being,  settled,  during 
the  pendency  of  a favorite,  executive  and  partisan 
measure;  a measure,  which  all  parties  admit,  is  to 
exercise  an  important  and  controlling,  if  not  de- 
structive, influence  on  the  pursuits  and  prosperity 
of  the  country. 

This  invasion  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  a 
state  is  the  more  dangerous,  from  the  fact,  that  it 
was  perpetrated  by  a body,  over  whom  the  injured 
party  can  have  no  control,  and  brfore  whom  it  can 
neither  make  known  its  wrongs  nor  seek  redress, 
except  by  sufferance. 

From  the  practice,  in  regard  to  contested  elec- 
tions, which  has  prevailed  from  the  foundation  of 
the  government  until  the  last  session  of  congress, 
little  danger  could  be  apprehended . For  there  is 
no  occasion  to  fear  that  any  permanent  wrong, 
either  public  or  private,  can  grow  out  of  any  frau- 
dulent or  unlawful  act  of  the  state  authorities,  in 
cases  of  this  character,  as  the  actors,  by  our  fre- 
quent elections  are  so  often  brought  before  a tribu- 
nal, from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  and  whose  re- 
proof few  would  be  willing  to  encounter.  Our 
present  form  of  government  has  more  to  fear  from 
undue  assumption  of  power  by  the  several  branch- 
es of  the  general  government,  than  from  any  other 
source.  It  behooves  Che  states,  therefore,  as  they 
prize  our  liberties,  to  regard  with  watchful  vigi- 
lance every  approach  to  the  usurpation  and  exer- 
cise of  power  not  delegated  by  the  constitution. 

Through  the  politeness  of  the  trustees  of  the 
“Vermont  asylum  for  the  insane,”  a copv  of  their 
fourth  annual  report  has  been  placed  in  my  hands. 
A lasting  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  the  philanthro- 
pic individual,  whose  liberal  bequest  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  this  humane  institution.  The  numerous 
applications  for  admission  show  the  wisdom  of  the 
legislature  making  the  appropriations  which  ena- 
bled the  trustees  to  open  their  asylum  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Many  of  the  patients  have  been  already  restored 
to  reason,  to  their  families  and  to  usefulness,  and 
they  will  ever  have  occasion  to  revere  the  memory 
and  liberality  of  their  benefactor,  as  well  as  the 
enlightened  policy  which  opened  this  comfortable 
retreat.  Sound  policy  and  humanity  alike  require 
that  the  establishment  be  enlarged,  whenever  its 
present  accommodations  shall  be  found  insufficient 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  whole  of  this  unfortunate 
class  of  our  fellow  men. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  state  pri- 
son, and  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  by 
the  last  general  assembly  to  make  a contract  in  be- 
half of  the  state  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  have 
been  furnished  me,  and  will  be  laid  before  you  at  an 
early  day.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  committee 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  their  appointment. 
The  superintendent,  on  the  expiration  of  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Hubbard  in  March  last,  found  him- 
self unexpectedly  obliged  to  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  the  support  and  employment  of  the  con- 
victs. This  was  done,  and  the  report  shows,  that 
for  about  six  months,  ending  on  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober instant,  there  has  been  an  actual  income  to 
the  state  of  $499  99,  after  paying  all  expenses  on 
account  of  the  prison,  including  the  sum  of  $568  94 
for  repairs,  nearly  all  of  which  were  for  improve- 
ments of  a permanent  character.  This  result,  flat- 
tering as  it  is  to  the  superintendent,  certainly  ap- 
pears to  exhibit  the  practicability  of  having  the 
affairs  of  the  prison  managed  by  its  immediate  offi- 
cers, without  incurring  pecuniary  loss.  If  the  le- 
gislature should  be  satisfied  that  the  present  prospe- 
rous condition  of  its  affairs  can  be  maintained,  it 
would  certainly  appear  more  consonant  with  the 
dignity  of  the  state,  to  keep  the  management  of  its 
prison  concerns  under  the  immediale  control  of  the 
officers  of  this  institution,  than  to  pursue  the  policy 
of  farming  it  out  by  cpntract,  as  proposed  by  the 
law  of  last  session.  The  subject  of  improvement  in 
the  prison  buildings,  has  been  repeatedly  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  legislature  by  the  superintendent, 


and  since  this  institution  must  probably  remain  as  an 
appendage  to  our  criminal  jurisprudence,  so  long  as 
crime  is  found  among  us,  any  additional  buildings, 
or  repairs  upon  those  already  erected,  if  within  the 
bounds  of  necessity  and  frugality,  could  hardly  be 
regarded  as  a waste  of  funds. 

The  report  of  the  moral  condition  of  the  prisoners 
is  alike  gratifying  to  humanity,  and  honorable  to 
those  who  have  the  immediate  charge  oi  the  insti- 
tution. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  several  state  officers, 
which  are  required  by  law  to  be  made  to  me,  will 
be  laid  before  you  as  early  as  possible.  Any  other 
subjects  which  it  maybe  necessary  to  communicate 
to  you  during  the  present  session,  will  be  presented 
in  special  message.  _ 

That  distinguished  feature  in  democratic  govern- 
ments, rotation  in  office,  has  always  been  esteemed 
one  of  the  most  efficient  safe-guards  of  the  purity  of 
our  free  institutions.  Having  long  entertained  the 
opinion,  that  the  public  have  aright  to  command  the 
services  of  its  cilizens,  in  any  station  which  they 
may  be  considered  necessary  or  useful,  and  that 
private  convenience  should  always  give  place  to  the 
public  will,  I have  never  permitted  my  personal 
preferences  to  interfere  with  what  seemed  to  be  the 
public  voice.  Permit  me,  however,  on  this  occa- 
sion to  say  to  you,  and  through  you  to  my  fellow 
citizens  generally,  that  my  desires  and  wishes  are, 
that  they  will  select  some  other  person  to  fill  the 
place  in  which  I now  am,  after  the  present  political 


year. 

Our  frequent  elections  afford  opportunity  for  an 
expression  of  the  estimate,  placed  by  the  people, 
upon  the  services  of  their  public  servants. 

I cannot  sufficiently  express  the  profound  sense 
of  obligation  felt  towards  my  fellow  citizens  for 
their  having  so  repeatedly  elected  me  to  the  respon- 
sible station  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  state.  And 
the  recent  flattering  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  express,  anew,  their  approbation 
of  my  humble  efforts  in  their  service,  has  greatly 
increased  my  obligations;  for  no  circumstance  can 
be  more  gratifying  than  to  meet  this  unequivocal 
evidence  of  the  public  confidence. 

In  conclusion,  fellow  citizens,  I cheerfully  tender 
to  you  my  assistance  in  whatever  you  may  advance, 
destined  to  promote  the  general  welfare: — and  may 
that  Almighty  being,  without  whose  aid  all  our  ef- 
forts are  vain,  so  assist  us,  that  we  shall  ever  pos- 
sess the  consciousness  of  having  faithfully  discharg- 


ed our  duty.  S.  H.  Jenison. 

Executive  department,  October  10,  1840. 
Congressional  election. 

First  district — Hiland  Hall  6,923 

Daniel  Kellogg  4,084 

Scattering  40 

Hall’s  majority  2,799 

Second  district — Wm.  Slade  6,72S 

Charles  Lindsley  3,034 

, Scattering  44 

Poultney  and  Chittenden  not  returned,  which 

gave,  probably,  350  majority  for  Mr.  Slade. 

Slade’s  majority  3,649 

Third  district — Horace  Everett  6,729 

Truman  B.  Ransom  4,497 

Andrew  Tracy  110 

Scattering  59 

Everett’s  majority  2,063 

Fourth  district — Augustus  Young  6,148 

John  Smith  4,791 

Scattering  54 

Young’s  majority  1,303 

Fifth  district — John  Mattocks  5,479 

Isaac  Fletcher  5,248 

L.  B.  Peck  57 

Scattering  50 

Mattock’s  majority  - 124 


Barton  and  Ryegate  not  counted,  which  were  as 
follows: 


Barton 

Ryegate 


Mattocks.  Fletche.  Scat. 
99  76  8 

100  101 


199  177  8 

If  these  were  counted,  gen.  Mattock’s  majority 
would  be  138. 

Aggregate  whig  majorities. 

Including  the  towns  not  returned,  or  rejected  for 


informality. 

1st  district  2,799 

2d  do.  3,999 

3d  do.  including  votes  for  Mr.  Tracy  2,283 
4th  do.  1,303 

5th  do.  138 


Total  whig  majority.  10,522 


[ Walker's  Montpelier  Journal  of  13/A  inst. 

NEW  YOB1C. 

Genesse  Valley  canal.  The  Rochester  Democrat 
says:  “The  first  division  of  the  Genesse  Valley 
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canal,  (36  miles  in  length)  was  opened  the  1st 
day  of  September,  and  the  amount  of  tolls  received 
up  to  the  1st  of  October  was  $ 1,371  20  cents. — 
The  business  of  the  canal  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
the  tolls  for  the  present  month  will  probably  double 
those  received  during  September.” 

Corporation  vs.  Croton  water  company.  A curi- 
ous proceeding  is  now-  going  on  in  the  city.  It  is 
a disputed  point  between  our  Croton  water  W’orks’ 
commissioners  and  city  corporation  as  to  which  has 
the  right  to  pul  down  the  iron  pipes  within  the 
bounds  of  the  city;  but,  before  this  is  settled,  the 
corporation  have  gone  to  work  putting  down  pipes 
in  all  directions.  In  the  mean  lime,  the  water  com- 
missioners refuse  to  pay  the  corporation's  bills  for 
putting  down  these  pipes. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Election.  The  following  table  shows  the  charac- 
ter of  the  legislature  just  elected  as  compared  with 
the  last. 

1S40.  1839. 

Council.  Assembly.  Council.  Assemdly. 

W.  V.  B.  W.  V.  B.  W.  V.  B.  W.  V.B. 
Atlantic  01  01  01  01 

Bergen  01  0 2 01  02 

Burlington  1 0 5 0 1 0 5 0 

Cape  May  10  10  10  10 

Cumberland  10  30  10  30 

Essex  10  50  10  50 

Gloucester  10  40  10  40 

Hudson  10  10  new  county. 

Hunterdon  01  03  01  03 

Mercer  10  20  10  20 

Middlesex  10  40  10  40 

Monmouth  10  40  0 1 04 

Morris  10  40  10  40 

Passaic  10  20  10  20 

Salem  10  30  01  0 3 

Somerset  10  30  10  30 

Sussex  01  03  01  03 

Warren  01  03  0 1 03 


13 


41  12  10  7 33  20 

12  7 20 


29 


18 


Whi; 


; majority  on  joint  ballot,  1840,  37;  in  1839,  1C. 
Popular  vote  as  compared  with  183S. 


Whig  maj.  o/1840. 

V.  B.  maj.  in  1838. 

Bergen 

223 

Hudson,  (new  co.) 

192 

Passaic 

197 

Essex 

1,746 

Sussex 

1,649 

Warren 

864 

Morris 

207 

Somerset 

253 

Middlesex 

140 

Monmouth 

97 

Mercer 

453 

Hunterdon 

929 

Atlantic 

362 

Gloucester 

514 

Burlington 

780 

Salem 

109 

38 

Cumberland 

203 

36 

Cape  May 

400 

5,391 

4,325 

Whig  majority  in  popular 

vote  1,066.  In  the 

counties  of  Bergen,  Sussex,  Warren  and  Hunterdon, 
the  whigs  presented  no  tickets  at  the  late  election. 
In  Atlantic  they  run  a ticket,  with  the  result  as 
stated  above.  The  majorities  therefore  necessarily 
are  estimated. 

The  whig  gain  in  the  above  13  whig  counties, 
over  the  vote  of  1839,  is  3,113;  the  Van  Buren  gain 
in  Atlantic  county  42,  making  a neat  whig  gain  in 
the  aggregate  of  3,071  votes.  This  is  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  four  other  Van  Buren  counties,  in 
which  no  whig  tickets  were  run,  stand  as  they  did 
last  year. 

In  1838  there  was  a Van  Buren  aggregate  majo- 
rity of  70  votes,  if  the  illegal  votes  of  Millville  and 
Amboy  be  included. 

Members  of  the  legislature. 

Bergen.  Council—  Albert  G.  Doremus.  Assem- 
bly— John  G.  Ackerson,  Albert  J.  Terhue. 

Hudson*  Council — Abraham  Van  Santvoord. 
Assembly — John  S.  Condict. 

Passaic.*  Council — Nathaniel  Board.  Assem- 
bly— James  Speer,  John  E.  Ryerson. 

Essex*  Council — Amzi  Armstrong.  Assem- 
bly— Jas.  H.  Robinson,  Samuel  H.  Gardner,  Benj. 
E.  Brookfield,  Wm.  B.  Baldwin,  Alex.  Wilson. 

Morris.*  Council — James  Wood.  Assembly 

Abraham  Brittin,  Ebenezer  F.  Smith,  Paul  B. 
Debow,  James  W.  Decamp. 

Sussex.  Council — Daniel  Haines.  Assembly — 
Joseph  Greer,  Samuel  Truax,  Wm.  H.  Nyce. 


Warren.  Council — Caleb  H.  Valentine.  As- 
sembly— John  Moore,  George  W.  Smyth,  Jacob 
H.  Winter. 

Middlesex.*  Council — D.  B.  Appleget.  Assem- 
bly— Adam  Lee,  John  Acken,  Israel  R.  Coriell, 
Dean  Britton. 

Somerset.*  Council— Joseph  W.  Scott.  As- 

sembly— Daniel  Cory,  Henry  H.  Wilson,  Arthur 
V.  P.  Sutphen. 

Mercer.*  Council — James  White.  Assembly — 
William  Rosco,  James  Wilson. 

Hunterdon.  Council — John  Lilly.  Assembly — 
Joseph  Exton,  Philip  Hiler,  Garret  Servis. 

Burlington.*  Council — William  Irick.  Assem- 
bly— John  Emly,  William  Black,  jun.  Levi  Bor- 
ton,  Elihu  Mathis,  Isaac  Stokes. 

Monmouth.*  Council — Peter  Vredenburg,  jun. 

Assembly — John  Mairs,  Henry  W.  Wolcot,  James 
Grover,  Charles  Morris. 

Gloucester.*  Council — Joseph  Porter.  Assem- 
bly— Richard  W.  Snowden,  Joseph  .Franklin, 
Charles  Reeves,  Elijah  Bower. 

Atlantic.  Council— Mahlon  D.  Canfield.  As- 
sembly— Joseph  Reid. 

Salem.*  Council— Joseph  M.  Reeve.  Assem- 
bly— John  Dickinson,  Samuel  Bolton,  and  Alexan- 
der G.  Cattell. 

Cumberland  * Council — Samuel  Barber.  As- 
sembly— William  P.  Seeley,  Lewis  Rice,  Benj.  F. 
Chew. 

Cape  May.*  Council — Thomas  P.  Huges.  As- 
sembly— Maurice  Beasly. 

The  legislature  meets  on  Tuesday  next,  the  27th 
inst. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Election  returns.  The  following  is  the  result  of 
the  election  held  on  the  13th  inst: 

The  senate  of  the  state  consists  of  33  members, 
the  seats  of  11  of  whom  are  vacated  annually.  Of 
the  11  this  year  vacated,  3 were  whigs  and  8 were 
Van  Buren — the  remaining  22  stand  13  whigs  and 
9 Van  Buren.  The  senate  of  last  session  being 
composed  of  17  Van  Buren  and  16  whigs.  The 
whigs  have  elected  7,  and  the  Van  Bnrenmen  4 of 
the  11  new  senators — giving  the  whigs  now  a majo- 
rity of  7 in  the  senate. 

1840.  1839. 

Counties.  Whig.  V.  B.  Whig.  V.  B. 

Old  members  13  9 13  9 

Philadelphia  0 1 - 0 1 

Delaware,  Chester  and  ) „ „ no 

Montgomery  } 4 u 0 2 

Bucks  10  01 

Berks  0 1 0 1 

Lancaster  and  York  2 0 11 

Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  &c.  10  10 

Schuylkill  and  Columbia  0 1 0 1 

Lehigh  and  Northampton  0 L 0 1 

Allegheny  and  Butler  10  10 


20  13 


16  17 


The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  100  mem- 
bers, of  whom  last  session  there  were  32  whigs  and 
68  Van  Buren — majority  36  V.  B.  The  whigs  at 
this  election  have  a majority  of  2,  provided  Mr. 
Johnson,  who  professes  to  be  a conservative,  elect- 
ed in  Armstrong  county,  be  classified  on  their_side. 
If  he  is  counted  on  the  Van  Buren  side,  the  hoQse 
will  be  equally  divided. 

1S40.  1839. 

Counties.  Whig.  V.  B.  Whig.  V.  B. 

Philadelphia  city  .7  0 7 0 

Philadelphia  county  0 8 0 8 

Bucks  . . .12  03 

Chester  . . 4 0 0 4 

Lancaster  . .6  0 6 0 

York  . . 0 3 0 3 

Berks  . . .0  4 0 4 

Northampton  and  Monroe,  0 3 0 3 

Lehigh,  . . 0 2 0 2 

Dauphin  . . .20  11 

Lebanon  . . 10  10 

Delaware,  . .10  10 

Cumberland  . . 11  0 2 

Adams  . . .20  20 

Franklin  . . 2 0 0 2 

Schuylkill  . . 0 1 0 1 

Bedford  . . 2 0 0 2 

Perry  . . .01  01 

Centre,  . . 0 1 0 1 

Northumberland,  . 0 < 0 1 

Union,  Mifilin  and  Juniata  3 0 0 3 

Pike  and  Wayne  .01  01 

Columbia  . . 0 1 0 1 

Washington  . .3  0 0 3 

Westmoreland  . 0 2 0 2 

Fayette,  . . .0  2 0 2 

Huntington  . . 2 0 2 0 

Alleghany  . .4  0 4 0 


*Whig  counties. 


Somerset  and  Cambria 

Greene 

Erie 

Indiana 

Mercer  . 

Butler 
Beaver  . 

Venango  and  Clarion 
Clearfield,  Clinton  and 
Lycoming, 
Montgomery 
Luzerne  . 

Bradford 

Potter  and  Tioga, 
Armstrong  . 
Susquehannah 
Crawford 

Jefferson,  Warren  and 
McKean 


_2— 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 


1 


51 


49  32  68 

Congress  The  representation  in  the  present  con- 
gress consists  of  17  Van  Buren  and  11  whigs.  Ac- 
cording to  the  latest  information  we  have,  there  are 
15  Van  Buren  and  13  whigs  now  elected. 

1840.  1838. 

Whig.  V.  B.  Whig.  V.  B. 
1st  district  0 1 0 1 

2d  2 0 2 o 

3d  Olio 

4th  “ 3 0 3 0 

5th  Montgomery  0 1 0 i 

6th  Bucks  10  0 1 

1 7th  Northampton,  &c.  0 1 0 1 

8th  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  0 1 . 0‘  1 

9th  Berks  0 1 0 1 

10th  Lebanon  and  Dauphin  10  10 

11th  York  0 1 0 1 

12th  Adams  and  Franklin  10  10 

13th  Cumberland,  Perry  ) n . 

and  Juniata,  5 10  1 

14th  Mifflin,  Centre  and  ) . 

Huntington,  5 1 0 0 1 

5th  Columbia  and  Lu-  > 0 . 

zerne  ) 10  1 

16th  Lycoming,  Union  ) n 

and  Northumberland  ) * 1 0 1 

17th  Tioga,  &c.  0 1 0 1 

18th  Somerset,  &c.  10  10 

19th  Westmoreland  and  ) n . 

Indiana  5 1 0 1 

20th  Fayette  and  Greene  0 1 0 1 

21st  Washington  10  0 1 

22d  Alleghany  and  Butler  10  10 

23d  Armstrong,  Clear-  ) n , 

field,  &c.  3 1 0 1 

24th  Beaver  and  Mercer  10  10 

25th  Erie,  Crawford,  £tc.  0 1 0 1 


13  15 


11  17 


The  following  are  the  names  of  the  members  of 
congress: 


Hist.  Whig. 

2d,  John  Sergeant. 

Geo.  W.  Toland. 
4th,  Jeremiah  Brown. 
Francis  James. 
John  Edwards. 
6th,  Robert  Ramsay. 
10th,  Wm.  Simonton. 
12th,  James  Cooper. 
14th,  gen.  Jas.  Irvin, 
18th,  Charles  Ogle,  jr. 


Hist.  V.  B. 

1st,  Charles  Brown. 

3d,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
5th,  Jos.  Fornance. 

7th,  John  Westbrook. 

8 tli.  P.e.ter  Newhard. 
9th,  George  M.  Keirn 
11th,  James  Gerry. 

13th,  W.  S.  Ramsay.* 
15th,  B.  A.  Bidlack. 
16th,  John  Snyder. 


O ’ J UVJ  . 

21st,  Joseph  Lawrence.  17th,  DavisDimmock,  jr. 
22d,  W.  W.  Irwin.  19th,  A.  G.  Marchand. 

24th,  Thomas  Henry.  20th,  Enos  Hook. 

23d,  William  Jack. 

25th,  A.  Plumer. 

The  papula r*vote.  We  have  various 'Statements, 
made  some  of  them  from  the  congressional,  others 
from  the  legislative  vote,  and  others  again  from  por- 
tions of  one  or  the  other,  as  would  best  subserve  the 
view  of  the  compiler.  They  all  exhibit  a Van  Bu- 
ren majority,  however,  which  varies  from  2,500  to 
8,000  votes. 

The  following  table  is  taken  from  the  last  Penn- 
sylvanian (V.  B.)  as  the  popular  vote  showing  a 
Van  Buren  majority  of  6,312 — and  compared  with 
the  presidential  election  of  1836. 

1836.  1840. 

Counties.  President.  Congress. 

V.  Bur.  Harr.  Hem.  'Whig. 
Adams  1,186  1,520  1,550  2,119 

Allegheny  3,074  3,623  4,287  6,831 

j Armstrong  1,528  1,014  320  maj 

Beaver  1,075  2,077  1,817  2,525 

Bedford  1,587  1,920  2,507  2,652 

Berks  4,967  1,584  4,033 

Bradford  1,462  1,521  2,743  2,411 


*Since  dead. 


118 

NIL 

JES’  NATIONAL 

Bucks 

— 

3,080 

3,289 

4,389 

4,411 

Butler 

1,008 

1,166 

1,545 

1,918 

Cambria 

450 

554 

732 

588 

Centre 

1,809 

924 

2,091 

1,466 

Chester 

3,277 

3,921 

4,827 

5,449 

Clearfield 

499 

2S4 

363 

maj 

Columbia 

1,634 

555  . 

2,433 

1,295 

Crawford 

1,614 

1,232 

2,221 

1,761 

Cumberland 

1,894 

1,696 

2.626 

2,440 

jClinton,  new  cou 

nty 

695 

501 

JClarion  do. 

1,281 

444 

Dauphin 

1,372 

1,993 

2,138 

2,651 

Delaware 

1,030 

1,224 

1,369 

1,967 

Erie 

1,312 

2,134 

l,300maj 

Fayette 

2,102 

1,747 

2,894 

2,527 

Franklin 

2,155 

2,575 

2,834 

3,356 

Greene 

1,138 

915 

1,756 

1,060 

Huntingdon 

1,340 

2,628 

2,219 

3,570 

Indiana 

692 

1,169 

481 

872 

Jefferson 

244 

229 

200 

maj 

Juniata 

627 

596 

1,004 

874 

Lancaster 

4,144 

6,250 

3,635maj 

Lebanon 

1,168 

1,487 

1,265 

1,883 

Lehigh 

1,987 

1,784 

2,2S6 

1,994 

Luzeine 

2,008 

1,415 

3,587 

2,664 

Lycoming 

1,705 

938 

1,780 

1,366 

McKean 

150 

85 

130 

maj 

Mercer 

1,253 

1,891 

2,252 

2,762 

Mifflin 

917 

74S 

1,252 

1,174 

Monroe 

796 

166 

879 

152 

Montgomery 

3,446 

2,409 

4,507 

3,704 

Northampton 

2,378 

1,426 

3,016 

2.145 

Northumbeiland 

1,421 

712 

1,914 

1,136 

Perry 

1,107 

473 

1,498 

566 

Philadelphia  city 

3,028 

5,747 

4,631 

7,136 

Philadelphia  co. 

7,957 

6,536 

12,624 

10  052 

Pike 

358 

52 

407 

95 

Potter 

162 

60 

160 

maj 

Schuylkill 

1,380 

687 

2,010 

1,418 

Somerset 

511 

1,905 

669 

1,65 1 

Susquehanna 

1,145 

856 

1,798 

1,127 

Tioga 

1,027 

400 

1,526 

822 

Union 

1,143 

1,328 

1,307 

2,174 

Venango 

867 

600 

1,100 

maj 

Warren 

4.9S 

254 

216 

maj 

Washington 

2,445 

2,805 

200  maj 

Wayne 

724 

340 

1,029 

608 

Westmoreland 

2,878 

1,725 

4,252 

2,121 

York 

2,756 

2,005 

3,711 

3,248 

91,475  87,111  115,165  108,853 
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Crawford 

602 

347 

382 

Cumberland 

175 

127 

198 

Fayette 

367 

804 

355 

Franklin 

255 

Greene 

725 

740 

223 

Jefferson 

tie. 

170 

15 

Juniata 

130 

186 

31 

Lehigh 

276 

111 

203 

Luzerne 

800 

540 

593 

Lycoming 

450 

395 

767 

McKean 

92 

92 

65 

Mifflin 

79 

168 

169 

Monroe 

900 

857 

630 

Montgomery 

825 

810 

1,037 

Northampton 

898 

1,074 

952 

Northumberland 

767 

980 

709 

Perry 

932 

1,033 

634 

Philadelphia  co. 

2,572 

858 

1,421 

Pike 

318 

409 

306 

Potter 

208 

208 

102 

Schuylkill 

600 

763 

694 

Susquehanna 

600 

266 

290 

Tioga 

850 

854 

627 

Venango 

Clarion 

^ 937 

937 

367 

Warren 

158 

158 

244 

Wayne 

450 

524 

384 

Westmoreland 

2,200 

2.236 

1,153 

York 

831 

939 

751 

24,561 

26,054 

19,599 

21,034 

18,524 

15,235 

Van  Buren  maj. 

3,527 

7,530 

4,364 

Jackson’s  majority 

in  1828 

was  over 

50,000 

Do.  do. 

in  1832 

do. 

24,267 

Van  Buren’s  do. 

in  1836 

do. 

4,364 

87, 111 


Majority  4,364 
The  New  York  Express  gives  the  following  fable 


best  authorities: 

Whig  majorities. 

1840. 

1838. 

1836. 

Counties. 

Congress. 

Gov. 

President. 

Armstrong 

140 

Adams 

586 

1,775 

534 

Alleghany 

2,770 

1,533 

549 

Beaver 

1,067 

526 

1,002 

Butler 

365 

47 

158 

Bedford 

146 

333 

Bucks 

9 

209 

Bradford 

59 

Cambria 

104 

Chester 

650 

\ 444 

644 

Dauphin 

517 

678 

621 

Delaware 

583 

463 

194 

Erie 

1,300 

1,182 

822 

Franklin 

524 

420 

Huntingdon 

1,362 

925 

1,288 

Indiana 

909 

461 

477 

Lancaster 

3,758 

3,055 

2,106 

Lebanon 

544 

675 

319 

Mercer 

570 

C09 

738 

Philadelphia  city  2,519 

4,047 

2,719 

Somerset 

1,500 

1,358 

1,394 

Union 

893 

673 

185 

Washington 

331 

67 

360 

21,034 

18,524 

15,235 

Van  Buren  majorities. 

1840. 

1838. 

1836. 

Counties. 

Congress. 

Gov. 

President. 

Armstrong 

1.271 

514 

Berks 

4,033 

3,886 

3,383 

Bradford 

250 

201 

Bucks 

406 

Bedford 

89 

Cambria 

123 

82 

Centre 

Clinton 

670  ) 
193  3 

1,122 

885 

Clearfield 

382 

318 

215 

Columbia 

1,168 

1,528 

1,079 

tTaken  from  Centre  and  Lycoming, 
j Taken  from  Armstrong  and  Venango. 


Porter  (V.  B.  gov.)  in  1838  do.  7,530 

Van  Buren  congress  ticket,  in  1840  3,527 

The  Van  Buren  majority  in  October,  1836,  was 
upwards  of  16,000 — at  the  November  election  of 
the  same  year,  Van  Buren’s  majority  over  Harrison 
was  4,364. 

Election  frauds.  For  some  days  past  the  town 
has  been  filled  with  rumors  of  election  frauds,  per- 
petrated through  falsely  forged  naturalization  pa- 
pers, and  we  have  abstained  from  giving  publicity 
to  any  of  these  reports,  until  we  had  satisfactory 
and  authentic  information,  such  as  we  believe  we 
now  possess. 

It  is  usual  to  have  a book  containing  a register  of 
aliens’  declarations,  and  in  the  book  of  declarations, 
in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  are  thirtv  leaves, 
printed  in  imitation  of  genuine,  on  which  are  ap- 
parent declarations  of  aliens,  bearing  date  in  1838, 
(so  as  to  make  them  two  years  prior  to  the  election 
of  this  year),  unsigned  by  any  cleik,  and  all  in 
(seemingly)  the  same  handwriting. 

These  declarations  appear  to  have  been  recently 
used,  and  naturalizations  made  upon  them,  and  the 
courts  are  now  engaged  in  an  effort  to  discover  the 
offenders,  and  have  them  brought  to  justice.  How- 
ever fradulent  may  be  these  papers,  the  naluraliza- 
tion  involves  the  commission  of  perjury,  as  every 
one  naturalized  has  to  swear,  and  did  swear,  that 
he  had  declared  his  intentions  two  years  previously, 
and  a citizen  vouched,  under  oath,  for  his  five  years’ 
residence. 

The  book  containing  declarations  was  freely 
loaned  to  the  committees  of  both  political  parties, 
and  if  the  falsely  naturalized  persons  can  be  lound, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  instigators,  as  well  as 
the  actors  of  the  crime  will  be  discovered,  and 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

The  clerk  of  the  court,  we  understand,  has  re- 
tained counsel,  who  are  actually  engaged  in  en- 
deavoring to  discover  the  origin  of  these  imposi- 
tions, aud  we  .believe  those  who  have  started  the 
matter  are  well  satisfied  that  it  was  without  his 
knowledge  or  connivance. 

[Philadelphia  Sentinel,  October  21. 

North  Branch  canal.  The  Harrisburg  reporter 
states  that  this  important  line  of  the  Pennsylvania 
improvements,  after  having  undergone  a thorough 
repair  by  the  construction  of  many  new  locks,  &c. 
is  again  open  for  use.  The  water  was  let  into  it  on 
the  1st  instant.  This  canal  commences  at  the  basin 
which  unites  the  Susquehanna  and  west  branch 
divisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  at  Northumber- 
land. It  pursues  a northeastern  course,  through 
Northumberland,  Columbia  and  Luzerne  counties; 
and  by  the  towns  of  Danville,  Blooming,  Berwick, 
&c.and  terminates  atLackawana  in  Wyoming  val- 
ley. 

Pittsburg  convention.  The  whigs  of  Pittsburg 
were  met  in  convention  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  of 
last  week,  by  their  political  brethren  of  the  adjoin- 
ing counties  and  of  the  stales  of  Ohio  and  Virginia, 
to  the  number  of  many  thousands.  Addresses  were 
delivered  by  governor  Tyler,  the  hon.  Walter  For- 
ward, and  others.  In  the  procession,  mechanics  of 


every  occupation  were  at  work,  and  farm  hands 
threshing  grain  on  floors  fixed  on  wheels. 

Mr.  James  Williams  of  Savannah  has  been  ap- 
pointed chief  engineer  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  in 
place  of  col.  Long,  who  has  resigned  in  order  to  re- 
sume his  duties  in  the  corps  of  topogiaphical  engi- 
neers. 

MARYLAND. 

The  electoral  election  in  this  state  takes  place  on 
Monday  the  2d  November  ensuing. 

Baltimore  city  election.  The  election  for  mayor 
and  both  branches  of  the  city  council  took  place 
on  the  19th  instant — and  resulted  in  favor  of  the 
Van  Buren  ticket.  Mr.  Brady  being  elected  may- 
or by  a majority  of  232  votes,  and  seven  of  twelve 
wards  elected  Van  Buren  councilmen  in  both 
branches.  The  number  of  votes  taken  was  14,006, 
being  408  less  than  was  taken  at  the  state  electiun 
on  the  7th  inst.  of  these  Mr.  Brady  hud  7, 119- 
general  Lpakin  6,887. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  unanimous  declaration  of  the  whigs  of  North 
Carolina,  in  convention  assembled,  October  5,  1840. 

We  declare  the  leaders  of  the  party  in  power  un- 
worthy the  confidence  of  a free  people: 

Because  they  have  violated  every  pledge  they  have 
given  to  the  nation: 

Coming  into  power  with  the  alleged  purpose  of 
enforcingthe  most  rigid  economy,  they  have  increas- 
ed the  p..blic  expenditures  from  twelve  to  thirty-six 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum: 

Promising  us  a cutrency  better  than  bank  notes, 
which  were  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder 
either  into  gold  or  silver,  they  have  redeemed  the 
promise,  by  a course  of  measures  which  has  issued 
in  a general  suspension  of  specie  payments;  has  de- 
prived us  altogether  of  gold  and  silver;  compelled  the 
banks  to  curtail  their  discounts,  and  contract  their  cir- 
culation, until  the  price  of  property  and  produce  is 
generally  and  greatly  reduced;  and  tire  wages  of  labor 
rendered  uncertain,  fluctuating  and  inadequate: 

Professing  a holy  horror  at  the  very  idea  of  the 
patronage  of  the  government  being  brought  into 
conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  they  have, 
nevertheless,  habitually  conferred  office  as  a reward 
for  past,  and  a stimulus  to  future  electioneering 
services;  have  directly  inculcated  the  right  and  duty 
of  federal  officers  to  interfere  in  elections;  have 
treated  as  ground  of  removal  from  office,  not  only 
opposition  and  indifference,  but  inactivity  of  service 
in  political  canvassing;  and  have  thus,  so  far  as  in 
them  lay,  converted  the  whole  body  of  officeholders 
into  mere  dependants  upon  executive  favor;  bound, 
not  to  serve  the  country,  but  to  maintain  a party; 
and  holding  their  places  by  the  tenure  of  unlimited 
obedience  to  executive  commands: 

Professing  boundless  devotion  to  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  asserting  the  right  of  the  many  to  rule 
the  few,  they  have,  nevertheless,  lost  no  opportuni- 
ty of  encouraging  public  servants  to  betray  their 
constituents,  when  their  own  schemes  would  be 
thereby  piomoted;  and  have  repeatedly  rewarded 
with  honors  and  emoluments  men  whom  the  people 
have  discarded  from  their  service  lor  incapacity  and 
corruption: 

Because,  they  have  subverted  a system  for  the 
safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  near- 
ly coeval  with  the  existence  ol  the  government,  and 
continued  under  every  administration,  and  have 
substituted  in  lieu  thereof  the  sub-treasury; 

By  which  the  revenue  is  withdrawn  from  the 
channels  ot  business,  which  it  was  want  to  invi- 
gorate and  support,  is  locked  up  in  vaults  under 
the  charge  of  executive  officers,  and  subject  to  exe- 
cutive control  and  misapplication; 

By  which  the  people  are  required  to  pay  all  the 
duties  to  government  in  gold  or  silver,  while,  by 
the  measures  of  the  government  in  respect  to  the 
currency,  to  obtain  gold  and  silver  is  rendered  im- 
possible to  in  v}',  and  to  all  difficult  or  expensive; 

By  which,  under  a power  of  issuing  treasury 
drafts,  ostensibly  for  the  transfer  of  the  revenue, 
the  president  is  covertly  armed  with  power,  at  his 
pleasure,  to  supply'  a government  paper  currency 
to  convert  the  treasury  into  a great  bank  of  issue 
and  deposite,  and  thus,  by  contracting  or  enlarging 
the  amount  of  circulation,  to  enhance  or  diminish 
the  value  of  labor  and  pioperly,  at  his  own  will, 
and  for  his  own  purposes; 

And  which  sub-treasilry  system  they  themselves 
in  1834  denounced  as  unwise,  unjust,  contrary  to  th, 
genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  practice  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  exposing  the  public  funds  to  loss  and 
peculation,  and  conferring  on  the  executive  a power 
dangerous  to  freedom: 

Because,  the  sub-treasury  plan,  repudiated  by  the 
people  and  repeatedly  rejected  in  congiess  by  large 
majorities,  was  finanlly  carried  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives by'  a majority  procured  in  part  by  a 
corrupt  coalition,  and  iri  part  by'  a gross  and  paipa- 
ble  violation  of  the  constitution,  accompanied  with 
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open  contempt  and  disregard  of  the  symbols  of  au- 
thority appointed  by  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  to  au- 
thenticate the  will  of  her  people: 

Because,  in  Older  to  secure  a clear  majorily  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  administration 
members  of  that  body  did,  without  any  color  or 
shadow  of  right,  against  precedent,  and  in  violation 
of  the  constitution  and  laws,  refuse  to  admit  to  their 
seats  five  members  duly  returned  by  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  and  did  admit,  as  prinia  ficie  entitled 
to  seats,  five  persons  not  returned,  whom  they  finally 
declared  to  be  sitting  members  on  the  part  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  whole  congress,  against  the  return 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  and  without  any 
evidence  to  falsify  the  said  return,  or  in  any  manner 
to  manifest  the  title  of  the  persons  so  admitted; 
whereby  the  said  administration  members  did,  in 
truth  and  effect,  of  their  own  authority,  appoint  five 
members  to  represent  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and 
thus  usurp  to  themselves  the  elective  franchise  of 
the  people  of  that  state: 

Because,  they  have,  from  time  to  timp,  obtained 
from  congress  grants  of  large  sums  of  money,  have 
increased  by  hundreds  the  number  of  officeholders, 
and  by  many  thousands  of  dollars  the  amount  of  sa- 
laries, beyond  the  demands  of  the  public  service, 
and  have  then  squandered  the  money  and  distributed 
the  offices  to  purchase  the  support  of  the  venal  and 
ambitious,  and  have  sought  by  every  art  of  corrup- 
tion, to  secure  themselves  the  possession  of  power, 
and  to  retain  the  means  of  advancing  themselves  at 
the  expense  of  the  nation: 

Because,  the  executive  has  recommended  to  con- 
gress, under  the  spacious  name  of  a plan  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia,  the  establishment  of  a 
standing  army  of  200,000  men,  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  eight  years,  to 
be  marched  to  distant  places,  kept  under  the  chiet 
superintendence  of  officers,  appointed  not  by  the 
states,  but  by  the  president;  and  in  a time  of  pro- 
found peace,  when  there  are  no  invasions  to  repel, 
no  insurrection  against  the  order  of  society,  no  com- 
binations against  the  execution  of  the  laws  to  sup- 
press, to  be  dragged  into  the  field  as  conscripts,  and, 1 
without  necessity  or  public  reason,  wantonly  to  be 
subjected,  at  the  mere  will  of  the  executive,  to  all 
tile  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Because,  the  plan  so  recommended  is  in  violation 
of  the  constitution,  will  be  burdensome  to  the  nation, 
oppressive  to  all,  ruinous  to  the  poor,  dangerous  to 
morals,  destructive  of  the  freedom  of  elections,  and 
subversive  of  liberty: 

Because,  after  tins  measure  had  excited  tile  alarm 
and  iudignalion  of  the  country,  and  an  election  in  a 
large  and  influential  state  had  been,  as  was  supposed, 
thereby  determined  against  the  administration,  un- 
worthy and  disingenuous  attempts  were  made  by 
the  president,  aided  by  his  secretary  of  war,  and 
others  of  his  supporters,  to  relieve  himself  from 
just  responsibility  for  his  recommendation,  some- 
times by  confounding  the  plan  oi  the  secretary  re- 
ported to  the  president,  and  by  him  cominunicat-m 
to  congress,  with  the  subsequent  letter  of  ttie  secre- 
tary to  the  house  of  representatives,  containing  the 
details  of  the  plan;  and  then  by  denying  that  he  had 
seen  in  Decembera  letter  that  was  written  in  March, 
leaving  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  was,  ignorant  of  a 
plan  submitted  to  him  as  early  as  December,  and 
the  outlines  of  which  he  himself  sent  to  congress 
declaring  that  “he  could  not  too  strongly  recommend 
it  to  their  consideration;”  and  sometimes  by  assert- 
ing that  the  president  had  not  approved,  though  he 
recommended  the  plan;  did  not  desire  its  adoption, 
but  only  its  examination  by  congress;  whilst  it  is 
known  lo  all  that  the  president  is  authorised  by  the 
constitution  to  recommend  to  congress  such  mea- 
sures only  as  lie  shall  judge  “necessary  and  expedi- 
ent;” and  therefore  his  recommendation  oltiie  militia 
plan  to  congress  was  a precise  and  direct  approval 
oi  it — a public  and  official  declaration,  both  accurate- 
ly and  precisely  expressed,  that  he  deemed  the  mea- 
sure “necessary  and  expedient;”  and,  if  in  his  judg- 
ment, necessary  and  expedient,  then,  in  his  judg- 
ment proper  to  be  adopted: 

Because,  by  seizing  on  the  custody  and  control  of 
the  public  treasure,  by  attempting  to  surprise  the 
nation  into  the  establishment  of  a vast  standing  army, 
and  by  converting  the  officeholders  into  a corps  oi 
spies  and  electioneerers,  they  have  manifested  a 
settled  purpose  to  erect  a throne  in  the  midst  of  our 
republican  institutions,  to  concentrate  in  (lie  hands 
oi  the  executive  all  the  powers  of  government,  and 
thus  to  convert  a free  people  into  the  slaves  of  a 
despot: 

Becaus-,  they  found  the  country  prosperous  and 
happy,  and  by  unwise  and  wicked  experiments  upon 
its  trade  and  currency,  its  industry  and  property, 
have  brought  it  to  the  verge  of  ruin. 

Wherefore,  we  declare  it  to  be  our  full  and  settled 
conviction  tint  a change  in  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  is  indispensably  necessary  for  restoring 


prosperity,  preserving  the  constitution,  and  securing 
ttie  freedom  of  the  people. 

We  declare  that  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio, 
is  the  very  opposite  in  principles  and  purposes  of  the 
present  head  of  the  party  in  power; 

Because,  lie  has  ever  served  his  country  with  dis- 
interestedness, fidelity  and  success; 

Because,  he  is  ill  truth  a republican,  who  desires 
the  freedom  and  happiness  ol  his  country,  and  the 
equal  protection  of  all  in  their  rights  and  properly; 

Because,  he  is  against  any  chief  magistrate  hold- 
ing office  for  more  than  one  presidential  term;  against 
executive  encroachments  upon  the  powers  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people;  against  the  abuse  of 
the  veto  power;  against  extravagance  and  corrup- 
tion in  administering  the  government;  against  re- 
moving officers  without  cause,  and  against  employ- 
ing them  as  electioneering  agents  of  the  president; 

Because,  he  is  opposed  lo  all  usurpation  of  powers 
not  granted,  and  all  abuse  of  granted  powers,  and 
because,  in  regard  to  all  abuses,  he  is  for  affording 
us  not  only  relief  for  the  present,  but  effectual  secu- 
rity for  the  future;  and,  finally, 

Because,  in  liis  character  and  services,  he  more 
nearly  than  any-man  now  living  approaches  lo  the 
father  of  his  country,  the  illustrious  Washington: 
Wherefore, 

We,  the  whigs  of  North  Carolina,  declare  that 
William  Henry  Harrison  ought  to  be  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Siates,  and  we  do  hereby  give  a 
solemn  assurance  to  the  whigs  of  the  union  that  we 
will,  on  the  12, h day  of  November  next,  to  a man, 
attend  the  polls,  and  put  in  our  ballots  for  the  whig 
electoral  ticket,  and  thus  give  proof  of  the  since- 
rity of  this  declaration  and  our  purpose  to  main- 
tain it. 

And  let  not  our  opponents  (latter,  or  our  friends 
alarm  themselves  at  the  thought  that  we  may  prove 
recreant  to  thi~  pledge.  The  spirit  of  the  people  is 
roused,  their  resolution  taken,  and  this  state,  which 
first  raised  tile  voice  of  independence  against  a fo- 
reign despot,  will  be  found  the  last  to  yield  her  free- 
dom to  domestic  tyrants. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Election.  J.  E.  Holmes,  V.  B.  is  re-elected  to 
congress  from  the  Charleston  district,  without  oppo- 
sition. 

N.  S.  Butler,  V.  B.  is  re-elected  from  the  Barn- 
well district,  without  opposition. 

F.  W.  Pickens,  V.  B.  is  re-elected  from  the  Edge- 
field  district,  without  opposition. 

R.  B.  Rliett,  V.  B.  has  been  re-elected  without 
opposition. 

In  the  district  now  represented  by  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, (W.)  who  declined  being  a candidate,  three 
candidates  were  voted  for,  with  the  following  result: 
Norris,  (V.  B.)  3,546 

Butler,  (W.)  3,321 

Powell,  877 

Narris  elecfed. 

In  the  district  now  represented  by  J.  K.  Griffin, 
(V.  B.)  three  candidates  were  also  voted  for — 
Caldwell,  (V.  B.)  2,040 

Irhy,  (W.)  - 1,812 

Barkley,  (V.  B.)  1,100 

Caldwell  elected. 

Geu.  Rogers,  (V.  B.)  re-elected  without  oppo- 
sition. 

From  Marion  district-,  John  Campbell  re-elected 
without  opposition. 

In  the  Richmond  district,  of  which  Columbia,  the 
capital  ol'  the  state  is  the  centre,  a close  and  vio- 
lant  struggle  occurred,  and  resulted  in  giving  a ma- 
jorily for  the  whig  candidate,  but  it  is  stated  that 
the  election  will  be  void,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
seventeen  more  ballots  were  found  in  the  box  than 
there  were  names  recorded  upon  the  poll  books. 

GEORGIA. 

Election.  We  (lave  returns  from  eighty,  of  the 
ninety-three  counties  in  the  state;  which  exhibit  an 
aggregate  whig  majority  of  about  4,000  votes.  Tiie 
thirteen  remaining  counties  will  not  materially  re- 
duce this  majority. 

There  is  also  a decided  majority  of  whigs  elected 
to  the  legislature.  The  vote  iias  been  larger  than 
at  any  previous  election. 

OHIO, 

The  election.  This  state  at  the  election  in  1839 
was  Van  Buren  in  all  its  departments. 

By  the  returns  of  the  election  of  the  13th  inst.  it 
appears  that  the  whigs  have  carried  the  state  by 
laige  majorities.  The  Ohio  State  Jourrml  of  the 
17th  gives  returns  from  75  of  the  7S  counties  in  the 
state,  composed  of  majorities  only  in  which  the  vote 
for  governor  stands — 

Corwin,  (whig)  28,692 

Shannon,  (V.  B.)  11,501 


Whig  majority,  17,192 
The  three  remaining  counties  gave  in  1838,  a 
Van  Buren  majority  of  47  votes. 


The  Van  Buren  majority  in  the  75  counties  in 
1838  was  5,701 — showing  a whig  gain  of  22,893. 

The  senate  consists  of  36  members,  one-half  of 
whom  are  elected  every  year.  Last  year  13  Van 
Buren  and  5 whigs  members  were  elected.  These 
lliii  teen  with  what  are  now  elected,  will  insure  that 
party  a majority  in  this  brand)  oi  the  legislature. 

The  house  consists  of  72  members,  of  which  the 
whigs  have  elected  about  two-thirds. 

The  popular  vole  has  been  immense.  The  Cin- 
cinnati Chronicle  estimates  the  total  number  at 
270,000,  which  would  be  60,000  more  than  ever  lias 
been  taken  before. 

Of  the  nineteen  congressmen  at  the*  election  in 
1838,  eleven  Van  Buren  and  eight  whigs  were  elect- 
ed. There  are  now  twelve  whigs  and  seven  Van 
Bui*-n  representatives  elected.  The  delegation  wi^ 
stand  as  follows: 

1st  district — Pendleton,  whig,  vice  Dr.  Duncan,  V.  B. 
2d  district — Weller,  V.  B.  re-elected. 

3d  disti id — Goode,  whig,  do. 

4th  district — Morrow,  whig,  vice  Corwin  do. 

5th  district — Doane,  V.  B.  re-eiecied. 

6th  dislricl — Morris,  whig,  re-elected. 

7 th  district — Russell,  whig,  vice  W.  K.  Bond  do. 

8th  liistrict — Ridgeway,  whig,  re-elected. 

9th  district — Medill,  V.  B.  re-elected. 

1 0th  district — Mason,  whig,  re-elected. 

11th  distinct — Cowan,  whig,  vice  Parish,  V.  B. 

12th  dis'rict — Mathiot,  whig,  vice  Taylor,  V.  B. 
13th  district — Mathews,  V.  B.  vice  Leadbetter,  V.  B. 
14th  district — Sweeney,  V.  B.  re-elected. 

1 5th  district — Andrews,  whig,  vice  Allen,  V.  B. 
16ih  district — Giddings,  whig,  re-elected. 

17th  district — Hastings,  V.  B.  re-elected. 

18th  district — Dean,  V.  B.  vice  Starkweather,  V.  B. 
19th  district — Stokely,  whig,  vice  Swearenger,  V.  11. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  two  political  parties  in  Louisiana  recently 
held  on  different  days  conventions  at  Baton  Rouge. 
The  whig  meeting  took  place  first;  the  other  party 
convened  a few  days  afterwards.  The  New  Or- 
leans Picayune,  a neutral  paper,  describes  the  Van 
Buren  gathering;  in  its  account  we  find  this  para- 
graph: 

“Here  permit  us  to  pay  a passing  compliment  to 
the  generosity  of  the  whigs.  They  neither  set  fire 
to,  nor  destroyed  the  camp  equipage  when  it  serv- 
ed their  own  purpose,  but  left  platform,  temporary 
seats,  tables,  cook  house,  8tc.  to  be  used  by  their 
political  opponents.  Who  says  after  this  that  party 
spirit  has  paralizedall  our  kind  and  social  feelings?’’ 
At  the  late  Richmond  whig  convention  the  houses 
of  Van  Buren  residents  were  opened  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  delegates.  These  incidents  are 
pleasing.  We  like  to  record  every  one  such  that 
comes  to  our  knowledge.  We  are  all  citizens  of  one 
country — brethren  oi  Anglo  Saxon  blood — repub- 
licans all.  The  sacred  inheritance  of  freedom  we 
all  partake  in  alike,  and  own  allegiance  to  one  con- 
stitution which  guards  that  inheritance  from  harm. 
In  the  excitement  produced  by  political  differences, 
it  is  right  to  remember  these  things;  and  if  we  must 
contend  with  one  another  about  measures  of  govern- 
ment let  it  be  as  reasonable  men  and  good  patriots- 


TENNESSEE. 

The  Baltimore  Republican  of  the  23d  inst.  says— 
We  learn  from  the  Nashville  Union,  that  the  gallantt 
soldier,  profound  statesman  and  valuable  citizen, 
Andrew  Jackson,  having  for  some  years  promis- 
ed his  family  relations,  who  reside  at  and  near 
Jackson,  Tennessee,  that  he  would  visit  them  when 
his  health  was  restored,  has  now  fulfilled  his  pro- 
mise to  the  great  satisfaction  and  delight  ©J  th' 
people  oi  that  section  of  the  sta<.e.  J he  peopite 
the  district  prep:>."ed  f°r  h*s  reception,  and  ota  t 
8th  inst.  more  thaU  ten  thousand  persoks 
sembled  there  to  receivV  A committee  of  c 
zens  gave  him  a hearty  wt.tJome  in  an  appropL  gt 
address,  to  which  he  replied  length  in  his  e 
quent  and  energetic  manner,  Qov  jU'lk  was  ' ~ 

sent,  and  addressed  *|j£  mu jtitude  in  .his  ;r<osf  A’ly., 
hours  and  a ‘ * ' ’ 


tli. 


ft 


ei-ful  mariner  lor  two 


h i'f  y301 

Grundy  also  addressed  them  about  the  same  UmT. 
, le  L'11011  adds;  “the  old  fire  of  republicanism  has 
taken  its  ancient  run  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ten 
nessee,  and  is  spreading  with  the  lightnings'  ran' 
dity  to  the  borders  of  the  Mississippi.”  * 


BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  R04T 

FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESJ7 

AND  DIRECTORS  TO  THE  STOCKHOLDERS  9"  JKNT 
BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD  COMP  , TEE 

At  a regular  annual  meeting  of  the  stock  i,  A 
held  pursuant  to  the  charter,  on  the  second  A 
of  October,  1840,  in  the  city  ol  Baltimore.  1,  onc,ay 
sideut  and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  ar.<J  U,.e  Pre- 
road  company  submitted  the  followir,o- r '“rail 
statements  of  the  affairs  of  the  company-  P°rt  an,i- 
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first — Of  the  main  stem  to  its  present  termination  at 

Harper’s  Ferry ; and  of  the  Washington  branch. 

The  statement  marked  A,  exhibits  the  affairs  of  the 
company  on  the  30th  ultimo;  and  the  revenue  and 
expenses  of  the  main  stem  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  same  day  are  shewn  by  the  statement  B. 

The  statements  C and  D,  exhibit  the  affairs  of  the 
Washington  branch  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  also  the 
revenue  and  expenses  on  the  same  road  for  the 
year,  ending  on  that  day. 

The  statements  shew  a steady  increase  in  the 
amount  of  trade  and  travel  on  the  main  stem,  and  a 
continued  diminution  in  the  cost  of  transportation. 
The  latter,  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the 
inclined  plane,  and  various  other  measures,  com- 
pleted and  in  progress,  has  been  reduced,  as  com- 
pared with  previous  years,  about  one  cent  [ter  ton, 
per  mile;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  entire  expen- 
ses chargeable  against  the  revenue  since  the  30th 
September,  1S39,  are  #43,529  80  less  than  they 
were  in  the  preceding  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1839,  the  operations  of  the 
main  stem,  in  connection  with  those  of  the  Wash- 
ington branch,  left  an  excess  over  expenditure  of 
#63,599  70,  and  it  will  appear  that  for  the  year  end- 
ing ihe  30th  ultimo,  the  excess  amounts  to  #142,828 
70,  being  about  3^  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  of 
#4,000,000. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1839,  however,  there 
were  outstanding  debts  against  the  company — of 
which  a considerable  portion  had  been  contracted 
previous  to  1837,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
#114,125,  of  which  were  necessarily  to  be  paid 
from  the  balance  of  1839,  and  from  the  accruing  re- 
venue. 

The  excess  of  expenditure  beyond  the  income 
prior  to  1838;  the  heavy  annual  expense  incident  lo 
the  transportation  over  the  inclined  planes  at  Parr’s 
Ridge;  the  dilapidated  and  ruinous  condition  of  the 
road  and  of  the  moving  power  and  machinery  ge- 
nerally-requiring monthly  a large  expenditure  to 
prevent  a total  obstruction  to  the  company’s  opera- 
tions— the  defective  condition,  and  inadequate  num- 
ber of  water  stations,  locomotives,  vehicles  and 
machinery,  of  all  kinds,  have  been  pointed  out  in 
the  reports  of  the  last  three  years. 

These  embarrassments  have  engaged  the  constant 
attention  of  the  board,  and  have  only  been  obviated 
by  the  unavoidable  application  of  the  company’s  an- 
nual resources,  to  an  amount,  independent  of  the 
cost  of  re-construction,  exceeding  half  a million  of 
dollars. 

Within  the  last  three  years  nineteen  and  a half 
miles  of  the  old  track  have  been  re-constructed  with 
a heavy  rail  upon  an  improved  plan,  requiring  an 
inconsiderable  amount  for  repairs;  the  planes  at 
Parr’s  Ridge  have  been  altered,  and  adapted  to  the 
use  of  locomotives,  and  the  location  of  the  roads  has 
been  in  many  parts  changed  so  as  to  avoid  the  most 
difficult  and  expensive  curvatures. 

Nearly  the  entire  line  of  the  main  stem,  which 
from  the  inadequacy  of  the  company’s  resources, 
could  not  be  re-constructed  with  the  improved  rail, 
has  been  readjusted  and  thoroughly  renovated;  the 
same  improvement  is  now  making  of  the  remaining 
ten  miles,  for  which  abundant  materials  are  already 
provided,  and  by  the  first  of  December  next,  the 
whole  will  be  substantially  renewed,  and  in  a con- 
dition of  greater  efficiency  and  durability  than  at 
any  previous  period;  construction,  it  must  continue 
liable  to  heavier  repairs  than  more  improved  roads. 

The  old  water  stations  also  have  been  reconstruct- 
ed or  repaired,  and  are  now  in  good  order.  Six  new 
stations  have  been  constructed;  and  three  others  are 
constructing,  of  which  two  are  nearly  finished,  and 
materials  for  the  whole  number  are  on  hand. 

The  principal  depots,  and  the  engine  houses  at 
Mount  Clare,  have  been  refitted,  and  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, adapted  to  the  increased  power  and  business 
of  the  company,  and  ample  tools  and  fixed  machi- 
nery necessary  for  repairs  generally  have  been  pro- 
vided. 

In  1837,  there  were  thirteen  old  locomotives;  such 
of  these  as  were  capable  of  being  repaired,  have 
been  thoroughly  refitted,  and  in  some  instances  en- 
tirely renewed,  and  eleven  new  engines  for  the  use 
of  the  main  stem  have  been  purchased. 

Most  of  the  burthen,  and  all  of  the  passenger  cars 
have  been  thoroughly  repaired,  so  as  to  adopt  them 
to  the  increasing  demands  of  the  public,  and  a num- 
ber of  new  cars  of  each  description,  costing  toge- 
ther not  less  than  #50,000  have  been  constructed  and 
are  now  in  use.  To  complete  the  efficiency  of  this 
branch  of  the  service,  material  alterations  of  the 
number  of  the  old,  and  the  construction  of  ten  new 
burthen  cars  became  necessary  and  may  be  expect- 
ed to  involve  a further  expenditure,  during  the  year 
1841,  of  nearly  #50,000.  With  this  addition,  and 
the  present  augmentation  of  power  and  the  other 
facilities  here  enumerated,  the  amount  of  transpor-. 


tation  may  be  increased  at  least  one-fifth  without 
additional  expense. 

Of  the  materials  purchased  during  the  period  al- 
ready mentioned,  for  the  repairs  of  railway,  and 
locomotives  and  tenders,  of  passenger  and  burthen 
cars — for  the  construction  of  burthen  cars  and  for 
other  purposes — the  company  have  now  on  hand  an 
amount  valued  at  #30,465. 

It  will  appear  also  from  the  statements  now  sub- 
mitted, that  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  ult. 
the  debts,  shown  by  the  last  annual  report  to  be 
then  outstanding,  amounting  to  #114,125,  have  all 
been  discharged;  thereby  relieving  the  revenue  from 
a heavy  annual  charge  of  interest,  and  leaving  no 
other  ascertained  debt,  than  the  amount  borrowed 
from  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  by  the  city  commis- 
sioners of  finance. 

Of  this  amount  borrowed  from  the  banks,  there 
have  been  paid  by  the  commissioners  #67,637  46, 
and  arrangements  are  making  by  the  same  officers 
to  discharge  the  balance  as  early  as  practicable. 

After  thus  discharging  its  debts  and  augmenting 
the  power  and  means  of  the  company,  by  which  its 
operations  may  be  advantageously  enlarged,  and  the 
expenses  reduced,  there  remained  on  the  30th  ult.  a 
nett  surplus  of  #81,878  36. 

Of  which  the  board  have  determined  to  distribute 
among  the  stockholders  #2  per  share  payable  on 
and  alter  the  16th  November  next,  in  such  funds  as 
the  company  have  received  for  revenue. 

The  statements  exhibiting  the  affairs  of  the  Wash- 
ington branch  shew  on  that  road  an  augmentation 
in  the  trade  and  travel,  and  also  a diminution  in  the 
expenditure.  Of  the  transportation  of  tonnage,  the 
reduction  in  the  cost  has  been  equal  to  one  cent  per 
ton  per  mile. 

During  the  last  three  years  it  also  became  neces- 
sary to  incur  considerable  expenditure  to  readjust 
and  improve  the  graduation  of  this  road,  by  which 
means,  and  the  removal  of  a large  quantity  of  earth 
from  the  deep  cuts,  by  enlarging  the  ditches  for 
moie  effectual  drainage,  and  by  ballasting  with  gra- 
vel those  parts  in  which  the  bed  consisted  of  tena- 
cious clay,  the  entire  line  has  been  put  in  a better 
and  more  efficient  condition  than  at  any  previous 
period.  The  water  stations  also  have  undergone  the 
refitting  and  repairs  necessary  to  render  them  effi- 
cient, and  the  passenger  and  tonnage  depots  at  the 
city  of  Washington  have  been  considerable  im- 
proved. 

Four  new’  engines  have  been  purchased  for  the 
use  of  this  road;  the  passenger  and  burthen  cars 
have  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  improved,  and 
a number  of  burthen  cars  costing  not  less  than 
eleven  thousand  dollars  have  been*  constructed. — 
The  present  motive  power,  wilh  a small  additional 
expense  for  repairs  and  fuel,  will  enable  the  com- 
pany to  transport  more  than  double  the  number  of 
passengers  that  have  been  transported  during  the 
past  year;  though  an  increase  in  the  transportation 
of  tonnage  would  require  a corresponding  increase 
in  the  number  of  burthen  cars. 

On  this  road  the  materials  on  hand  for  repairs  of 
railway,  locomotives  and  tenders,  and  of  passengers 
and  burthen  cars,  are  valued  at  #5,298. 

After  these  expenditures,  the  statement  marked  D, 
shews  a nett  surplus  on  the  30th  ult.  of  #77,244  55, 
of  which  the  board  have  determined  to  divide  among 
the  stockholders,  #74,250,  or  four  and  a half  per 
cent,  upon  the  capital  of  #1,650,000,  payable  on 
and  after  the  16th  of  November  next,  in  such  funds 
as  the  company  have  received  for  revenue. 

From  the  statement  herewith  submitted,  it  ap- 
pears that,  if  the  whole  nett  revenue  received  from 
the  Washington  branch,  could  be  divided  among  all 
the  stockholders  equally,  the  dividend  for  the  year 
would  be  at  least  seven  per  cent.  And  it  is  only 
just  to  remark,  that  this  road  being  the  only  work 
of  the  company  which  may  be  regarded  as  finished, 
its  success  fully  realizes  any  reasonable  expectation 
that  may  be  entertained  from  rail  roads  judiciously 
constructed  between  desirable  points. 

Of  the  revenue  from  this  road,  however,  the  state 
is  entitled,  in  preference  to  the  other  stockholders, 
to  one-fifth  part  of  that  received  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers,  and  the  balance  only  is  liable  to 
an  equal  division. 

In  this  view  it  will  appear  that  the  Washington 
branch  has  contributed  during  the  year  to  the  trea- 
sury of  the  state,  one-fifth  of  the  money  received 
from  passengers,  amounting  to  #40,296  64,  and  also 
a dividend  of  four  and  a half  per  cent,  or  #24,750; 
making  a total  of  #65,046  64,  and  equal  to  thirteen 
per  cent,  upon  the  capital  advanced  by  the  state  in 
this  road.  If  to  this  be  added  the  dividend  from  the 
profits  of  the  main  stem,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
state  w ill  derive  an  income  during  the  year  upon  the 
capital  by  her  invested  in  both  roads,  as  at  present 
constructed,  of  more  than  seven  per  cent. 

The  investment  by  the  state  being  shewn  to  be 
thus  profitable,  an  appeal  may  confidently  be  made 


to  the  public  authorities  to  extend  reasonable  suc- 
cour to  the  interests  of  the  other  stockholders,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  will  advance  their  own,  and  en- 
able the  state  the  more  readily  to  provide  for  the  in- 
terest upon  the  public  debt. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  toll  at  present  authorised 
upon  some  important  articles,  and  especially  upon 
that  of  flour,  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  re- 
ports, and  in  official  statements  to  the  legislature. 

Of  the  whole  transportation  of  the  year,  42,383 
tons  or  392,419  barrels  consisted  of  flour,  being  an 
excess  over  the  previous  year  of  12S,336  barrels  or 
13,867  tons,  and  it  may  be  here  repeated  that,  with 
all  economy  the  company  has  been  able  to  introduce 
into  the  management  of  their  road,  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting this  article  is  not  defrayed  by  the  rate  of 
toll  at  present  authorised,  which  is  less  than  that 
allowed,  and  in  most  instances  charged,  upon  other 
works,  and  in  other  states. 

The  ground  on  which,  in  the  act  of  1S37,  certain 
articles  therein  mentioned,  and  particularly  flour, 
were  exempted  from  the  increased  charge  autho- 
rised by  that  act,  is  not  perceived.  Certain  it  is, 
that  by  the  exemption  any  just  or  fair  profit  upon 
the  employment  of  the  state’s  capital,  has  been  sur- 
rendered, and,  in  this  branch  of  business,  her  re- 
venue has  been  to  that  extent  diminished;  and  it 
may  be  satisfactorily  shewn  that  the  excepted  ar- 
tides  may  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
others,  without  being  oppressive  to  the  producer  or 
manufacturer,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  trade  of 
Baltimore. 

Second—  Hs  to  the  extension  of  the  road  from  Har- 
per’s Ferry  to  Cumberland. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  nothing  has  occurred 
to  discourage  the  expectations  of  the  board  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  part  of  their  work.  The  ad- 
vantages of  the  location  ultimately  adopted  have 
become  more  manifest,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained 
of  the  adaptation  of  the  road  to  high  speed  and  heavy 
tonnage,  with  locomotive  engines.  On  the  entire 
line  the  highest  grade  is  found  in  the  first  thirty 
miles,  and  will  not  exceed  forty  feet;  and  in  the  re- 
maining sixty-seven,  the  grades  will  notin  any  in- 
stance exceed  26^  feet  to  the  mile. 

The  curvatures,  generally,  range  at  little  less  than 
a mile  of  radius,  and  although  there  are  a few  at 
something  less  than  one  thousand  feet,  these  occur 
in  every  instance  on  a light  grade. 

The  conduct  of  the  contractors  generally,  in  the 
execution  of  their  work,  has  been  satisfactory.  Of 
the  whole  number  of  contracts,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
relet  only  seven  for  neglect  or  misconduct;  and  in 
these  cases  the  relettings  already  made  have  been 
effected  without  loss  to  the  company.  The  entire 
force  at  present  employed  may  be  stated  at  sixteen 
hundred  men  and  five  hundred  horses. 

The  general  condition  and  progress  of  the  gradu- 
ation, masonry  and  bridging,  are  highly  favorable. — 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  board  to  advance  Ihe 
points  of  difficulty  with  greater  rapidity,  and  to 
proceed  more  moderately  with  the  lighter  parts,  so 
as  to  restrict  unnecessary  expenditure  in  all. 

Upon  the  important  section  at  Harper’s  Ferry, 
the  entire  work  is  proceeding  satisfactorily.  The 
heavy  cuttings  through  the  north  mountain,  are  con- 
siderably advanced  and  the  deep  embankments  at 
the  Opequan  and  Back  creek,  as  well  as  the  large 
bridges  connected  with  them,  are  in  a state  of  great 
forwardness.  " At  the  tunnel,  at  the  Doe  Gulley,  the 
heading  or  excavation  of  the  roof  has  reached  four 
hundred  and  forty  feet  in  extent,  being  upwards  of 
one  third  of  the  entire  length  of  the  tunnel,  and  the 
cuttings  in  this  section  keep  pace  with  the  tunnel- 
ling. Of  the  heading  of  the  short  tunnel  of  three 
hundred  feet  in  length,  at  the  Paw-Paw  bends,  more 
than  a moiety  is  already  completed. 

At  all  tlie  bridges  iqion  the  line,  the  masonry  is 
advancing  as  rapidly  as  can  be  desired,  and  the  ma- 
terials for  the  superstructure  are  in  preparation  for 
erection  in  the  ensuing  summer. 

The  graduation  of  about  twenty  of  the  ninety- 
seven  miles  is  already  completed,  and  many  more 
sections  will  be  completed  within  a lew  weeks.  Of 
the  smaller  bridges  eleven  are  finished. 

Of  the  cost  of  graduation,  masonry  and  bridging, 
a revised  estimate  was  made  by  the  engineers  in 
November,  1829,  which  fell  considerably  below'  the 
estimate  originally  submitted  on  the  14th  February, 
1S3S.  The  revised  estimate,  with  five  per  cent,  ad- 
ded for  contingencies,  amounting  to  #1,641,150.  In 
June,  1840,  a second  revised  estimate  was  made— 
which,  although  it  embraced  some  works  on  the 
Harper’s  Ferry  section  not  included  in  the  previous 
estimates,  amounts  in  round  numbers  to  #1,602,000, 
less  by  #40,000  than  the  revised  estimate  of  Nov. 
1839.  It  is  believed  that  the  actual  cost  will  not 
exceed  this  last  estimate. 

The  amount  of  work  done  on  the  1st  instant,  was 
#876,000,  being  more  than  one- half  of  the  whole, 
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and  leaving  to  be  done,  according  to  the  estimate, 
an  amount  of  $726,000. 

The  amount  of  actual  work  done  per  month  may 
be  stated  at  $75,000;  at  which  rate  the  graduation, 
masonry  and  bridging,  wilh  the  exception  of  some  oi 
the  heaviest  sections  and  bridge  superstructures, 
may  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  of  August, 
1841,  and  these  last  may  also  be  finished  in  the 
month  of  January,  1842. 

Should  their  resources  allow  the  board  to  pro- 
cure the  iron  and  other  materials  in  season  to  make 
sixty  or  seventy  miles  of  railway  in  the  course  of 
the  year  1841,  and  to  prosecute  the  remaining  thir- 
ty or  forty  miles  in  the  spring  of  1842,  it  will  be 
practicable  to  finish  the  entire  work  and  put  the 
road  in  operation  to  Cumberland  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  that  year. 

The  practicability  of  prosecuting  the  work  with 
such  despatch,  will  depend  upon  the  ability  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore  punctually  to  pay  her  subscrip- 
tion, or  upon  that  of  the  company  to  dispose  of  the 
sterling  bonds  of  the  state  upon  terms  which  they 
may  deem  satisfactory. 

The  present  advanced  condition  of  the  work  has 
been  accomplished:  1st.  By  the  money  borrowed 
from  the  banks,  by  the  city  commissioners  of  finance 
through  the  company’s  agency.  2d.  By  the  com- 
pany’s orders  authorising  the  transfer  of  city  stock 
at  its  par  value,  in  sums  of  one  hundred  dollars  or 
upwards,  as  explained  in  the  last  annual  report. — 
3d.  By  the  direct  payment  to  contractors  of  city 
stock  at  its  par  value,  under  an  agreement  that  it 
shall  be  sold  by  a mutual  agent,  and  at  prices  to  be 
fixed  by  the  company,  so  as  to  prevent  a deprecia- 
tion in  its  value.  And  4th.  By  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  the  five  per  cent,  sterling  bonds  of  the  state. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  payments  in  city  stock 
through  the  medium  of  orders  authorising  its  trans- 
fer, have  answered  the  purposes  of  the  company — 
have  proved  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  contractors; 
and,  in  most  instances,  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
right  of  way,  and  have  received  general  encourage- 
ment from  the  community  at  large. 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  the  payments  made  through 
this  medium  amounted  to  the  sum  of'  $515,000;  in 
orders  to  the  commissioners  of  stock  of  the  follow- 
ing denominations,  viz:  100  orders  of  $100  each; 
$34,000  of  five  dollars;  $39,000  of  three  dollars; 
$78,000  of  two  dollars,  and  $354,000  of  one  dollar 
each.  Of  the  whole  amount  of  orders  given  in  pay- 
ment, ten  thousand  dollars  in  those  of  $100  each 
have  been. funded. 

Payments  direct  by  the  delivery  of  city  stock, 
have  been  confined  to  the  contractors  upon  a few  of 
the  most  difficult  sections,  upon  which  it  was  desi- 
rable, both  to  the  company  and  the  contractors,  to 
place  an  extra  force,  and  amounted,  in  the  whole, 
on  the  30th  ult.  to  $138, S77  47. 

By  these  payments,  the  city  has  been  enabled,  so 
far,  to  comply  with  her  engagements  to  the  compa- 
ny, without  any  loss  or  sacrifice;  the  credit  of  her 
public  securities  has  been  preserved  unimpaired, 
and  the  important  work,  so  essential  to  her  trade 
and  prosperity,  has  been  advanced  to  its  present 
point,  not  only  by  the  actual  application  of  her 
stock  at  its  par  value,  but  with  a large  annual  sav- 
ing of  interest,  during  the  period  the  orders  may 
remain  unfunded. 

The  successful  continuance  of  this  system  of  pay- 
ment until  our  public  securities  meet  with  a more 
reaily  sale,  will  enable  the  city,  in  future,  punctu- 
ally to  discharge  her  obligations,  and  complete  this 
great  enterprise  to  Cumberland,  without  impairing 
the  value  of  her  stock,  and  with  diminished  taxation. 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  only  reasonable  that  the 
city  authorities,  unless  contrary  to  some  acknow- 
ledged principle  of  public  policy,  should  unite  in 
procuring  legislative  sanction,  if  necessary,  for  the 
encouragement  of  this  mode  of  payment. 

In  giving  these  orders  in  payment,  the  board  en- 
tertain the  opinion  that  they  violate  no  existing  law. 
The  orders  do  not  promise  to  pay  money,  nor,  in- 
deed, are  they,  in  any  respect,  promissory  to  their 
character.  They  confer  an  absolute  authority  for 
the  transfer  of  city  stock,  and  finally  cancel  the 
obligation  for  which  they  are  received  in  satisfac- 
tion. From  the  nature  of  the  case,  they  cannot  ex- 
ceed, in  amount,  the  city  subscription  and  the  stock 
actually  transferred  to  the  commissioners  in  trust 
for  the  holders.  They,  in  fact,  represent  city  cer- 
tificates, though  in  smaller  denominations;  and,  in 
the  requisite  sums,  may  be  found,  and  converted 
into  coin  or  bank  paper,  al  the  pleasure  of  the  holder. 
They  are,  therefore,  not  liable  to  the  risk  or  any 
other  objection  to  which  irresponsible  paper  issues, 
professing  to  pay  money,  are  exposed;  an.l  every 
citizen,  liable  to  the  payment  of  a city  tax,  has  an 
immediate  interest  in  maintaing  their  value. 

Nor  need  the  purpose  of  utility  of  these  orders 
cease  after  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  On 
the  contrary,  they  would,  in  that  event,  if  they 


should  be  employed  for  such  purpose,  prove  valua- 
ble auxiliaries  in  aiding  the  operations  of  the  banks; 
they  would,  in  no  respect,  impair  the  soundness  of 
the  regular  currency,  but  might  be  advantageously 
maintained  in  general  credit. 

Tlie  present  condition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  company  not  only  justifies  the  aid  already 
contributed  by  the  state  and  city  to  this  branch  of 
our  public  works,  but  should  inspire  renewed  zeal 
in  its  prompt  and  vigorous  prosecution.  To  en- 
courage the  efforts  of  the  board  for  this  purpose,  by 
means  which  may  push  the  work  in  advance  of  ri- 
val enterprise  in  other  states,  and,  without  disturb- 
ing the  regular  currency,  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  our 
public  securities,  and  exempt  the  people  froih  tax- 
ation, would  appear  to  be  recommended  by  every 
principle  of  sound  policy.  On  these  grounds,  the 
board  confidently  reply  lor  support,  no  less  upon  the 
public  authorities  than  the  community  at  large. 

Of  the  five  per  cent,  sterling  bonds  of  the  state, 
delivered  to  the  company  in  payment  of  the  state’s 
subscription  £5,250  were  sold  in  London  by  Messrs. 
Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  in  the  months  of  January 
and  February  last,  according  to  the  company’s  limit 
at  eighty  per  cent,  of  which  the  amount  drawn  for 
at  the  then  rate  of  exchange,  netted  in  Baltimore 
the  sum  of  $21,-583  68,  and  the  balance  of  these 
sales,  less  commissions,  was  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest  which  accrued  on  the  1st  of  July  last. 
The  remainder  of  the  bonds  are  yet  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &.  Co.  under  the  arrange- 
ment as  heretofore  announced,  effected  by  the  pre- 
sident with  that  house  in  October,  1839. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  board  have  not  deemed  it 
necessary  or  expedient,  either  to  borrow  or  accept 
advances  upon  any  portion  of  the  bonds;  nor  have 
they  changed  the  limits  which  at  the  time  of  the  ar- 
rangement, they  prescribed  for  their  sale. 

In  a letter  from  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  & Co. 
dated  the  31st  July  last,  the  company  is  informed 
that  “Maryland  bonds  are  82aS3  per  cent.”  “The 
constant  remittance,”  they  observe,  “from  your  side 
of  the  remaining  bonds,  altogether  about  £200,000, 
which  were  pawned  with  banks  and  others  in  the 
United  States,  prevented  an  improvement  in  the 
market  to  any  extent.  They  must  now  be  pretty 
nearly  realized  here,  and  we  may,  therefore,  hope 
for  some  rise,  if  the  demand  for  American  stocks 
continues;  but  the  late  anxiety  concerning  European 
politics,  has  checked  transactions  for  the  present.” 
By  order  of  the  board, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  president. 


(A.) 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  October 
1,  1840. 

Ur. 

Stock  in  the  Washing- 
ton branch  road,  $1,032,600  00 

Cost  of  road  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  $3,465,048  79 

Real  estate  and  depots,  266,156  86 
Locomotives,  horses, 
mules,  and  harness, 
passenger  and  bur- 
den cars  480,329  99 

4,211,535  64 


Cost  of  road  west  of 
Harper’s  F erry, 

John  I.  Donaldson  and 
Fielding  Lucas,  jr. 
commissioners,  for 
this  amount  of  city 
six  per  cent,  stock 
placed  in  their  hands 
for  the  redemption  of 
stock  orders,  / 
Baring  Brothers,  & Co. 
London, 

City  six  percent,  slock 
on  hand, 

Bills  receivable 
Expenses  of  stock  cer- 
tificates of  the  state, 
to  be  refunded  by 
the  commissioner  of 
loans. 

Cash  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers, 
Cash  in  hand, 


1,094,639  85 


700,000  00 

3,181,005  11 

176,322  53 
3,234  92 

1,711  40 

1,379  S8 
109,556  45 


$10,511,985  78 
Cr. 

Loan  al  6 per  cent,  for 
the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing stock  in  Wash- 
ington road  1,000,000  00 

Stock,  $4,000,000  00 

Less  instalments  un- 
paid 257  50 

3,999,742  50 


Suspense  account 
Stock  orders  issued, 
Due  the  Washington 
branch  road, 

Loans  from  banks  on 
city  stock,  on  ac- 
count of  the  city  of 
Baltimore, 

City  of  Baltimore, 

State  of  Maryland  five 
per  cent,  sterling 
bonds, 

Premiums  on  sterling 
bills,. 

Revenue, 

Less  expenses,  repairs, 
and  interest, 


126  21 
515,000  00 

96,790  15 


374,962  54 
1,074,694  59 


3,200,000  00 
2,588  79 

583,469  00 
336,522  00 

*246,947  08 


$10,511,985  75 

Office  of  the  Balt.  <§r  Ohio  railroad  co.  Oct.  1,  1340. 


(B.) 

Statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenses  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  on  account  of 
the  main  stem  of  the  road,  for  the  year  endive:  the 
30 th  of  September,  1840. 

Tile  amount  received 
for  the  transportation 
of  passengers  and 
merchandise  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th 

of  Sept.  1340,  is  $432, 8S3  70 

And  the  expenses  for 
the  same  period  are 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  transportation,  in- 
cluding fuel,  salaries 
of  superintendent, 
agents,  conductors, 


&c.  &c. 

For  repairs  of  the  road, 

For  repairs  of  depots 
and  water  stations, 

For  repairs  of  passen- 
ger cars, 

For  repairs  of  burthen 
cars. 

For  repairs  of  locomo- 
tives, 

For  repairs  of  the  Mo- 
nocacy  bridge, 

For  office  and  inciden- 
tal expenses,  includ- 
ing salaiies,  house 
rent,  &c. 

For  interest  on  borrow- 
ed money. 


$104, 2S0  12 
85,463  73 

11,790  7S 


19,890  14 
36,401  66 
1,806  89 


8,905  63 
5,005  30 


Making 


$2S0,194  00 


And  shewing  the  earn- 
ings of  the  road  for 
the  year  to  be 
The  interest  paid  dur- 
ing the  year  on  ac 
count  of  the  loan 
created  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  in  the 
Washington  branch 
road,  amounts  to 
And  the  dividend  to  be 
received  from  said 
road, 


$152,689  70 

56,328  00 
40,467  00 


The  difference  is 


9,861  00 


showing  tlie  nett  re-  v 

venue  for  the  year  to 

bf\  $142, 82S  70 

Office  of  the  Balt,  and  O.  R.  R.  co.  Oct.  1,  1840. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  secretary. 
(C.) 

Washington  branch  rail  road,  1st  October  1840 
Dr. 


Cost  of  .road,  real  estate,  engines 
and  cars, 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing 
officers. 

Due  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road, 


$1,655,457  80 
4 60 
96.790  15 


Cr. 

Stock, 

Annuity  at  5 per  cent. 
Dividends  unpaid, 


$1,752,252  55 

$1,650,000  00 
25,000  0() 
8 00 


*To  this  amount  will  be  added  the  dividend  from  the 
Washington  branch  road  due  the  main  stem  $46  467 
and  make  the  nett  revenue  $293,414. 
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Revenue,  $202,755  63 

Less  state  j 
bonus  1-5  the  U40  296  C4 
receipts  from  f w 
passengers  J 
Expenses,  ' 

Repairs  and 
Interest, 


. $85,214  44 

—$125,511  08— $77,244  55 


$1,752,252  55 

Office  of  the  Ball,  and  O.  R.  R.  co.'lst  Oct.  1840. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  sec’ry. 

Statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenses  of  the  Wash- 
ington branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road , 
for  the  year  ending  the  30 th  of  September,  1840. 
The  amount  received  for 
transportation  of  passen- 
gers  and  merchandise  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th 

of  September,  1840,  is  $202,755  63 

And  the  expenses  for  the 
same  period  are  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Bonus  to  the  state,  one- 
fifth  of  the  receipts  from 
passengers, 

Transportation,  including 
fuel,  salaries  of  the  su- 
perintendant,  agents, 
conductors,  &C.  &c. 

Repairs  of  the  i oad, 

Repairs  of  depots  and  wa- 
ter stations, 

Repairs  of  passenger  cars, 

Repairs  of  burden  cars, 

Rapairs  of  locomotives. 

Interest  on  the  Eluridge 
Landing  bridge  annuity 
Office  and  incidental  ex- 
penses, including  sala- 
ries, house  rent,  &c. 


40,296 

64 

29,582 

24 

27,655 

88 

2,005 

54 

4, 1 38 

62 

5,052 

12 

8,829 

69 

1,250 

00 

6,700 

35 

Making 


125,511  08 


Shewing  the  nett  revenue 

ol  the  year  to  be  $78,244  55 

Office  of  the  Balt,  and  O R.  R.  co.  Oct  1,  1840. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  sec’ry. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

MR.  VAN  BUREN’S  LETTER  ON  A GENERAL  BANK- 
RUPT LAW. 

From  the  Jllbamj  Jlrgus. 

A letter  was  addressed  to  president  Van  Buren, 
by  Messrs.  S.  L Danfield,  William  II.  Brasher  and 
others,  dated  New  York,  August  13th,  1840,  in  the 
following  wotds: 

Sir:  The  undersigned  a portion  of  your  fellow- 
citizens,  in  view  of  the  approaching  presidential 
election  and  the  great  interests  involved  therein,  and 
desirous  ot  knowingyour  sentiments  in  relation  lo  a 
subject  of  great  public  interest,  have  accordingly 
taken  the  liberty  of  propounding  a few  inquiries  as 
to  your  opinions  and  line  of  policy  as  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  people,  and  the  representative  of 
the  popular  will. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  relying  on  your  ac- 
customed candor  and  magnanimity  in  making 
known  your  principles  to  the  people,  that  they  may 
vote  “understandingly,”  respectfully  propose  the 
following  questions,  &c. 

1.  Would  you  give  your  executive  approval,  if 
re-elected  president,  to  an  involuntary  bankrupt 
law,  applicable  to  corporations  as  well  as  indivi- 
duals, or  to  a voluntary  bankrupt  law,  applicable 
to  ali  classes  of  individuals  and  corporations? 

2.  Would  you  give  your  approval  to  a bankrupt 
bill,  operating  on  individuals  involuntarily,  but  ex- 
empting corporations  from  its  provisions? 

3.  Would  you  give  your  approval  to  a bankrupt 
bill  for  the  relief  of  involuntary  insolvents,  applica- 
ble to  manufacturers  and  traders,  but  exempting  cor- 
porations and  the  agricultural  classes? 

The  undersigned  have  but  one  object  jn  view  in 
propounding  the  foregoing  questions;  it  is  to  become 
acquainted  with  your  opinions  as  to  the  constuiion- 
ality  and  expedency  ot  a bankrupt  law,  and  your 
probable  course  of  policy  in  the  event  of  such  a law 
passing  both  houses  of  congress. 

As  well  as  the  memory  of  the  undersigned 
serves  them,  your  opinions  on  the  preceding  topic 
are  entirely  unknown  to  your  fellow  citizens.  The 
excitement  pervading  the  public  mind  at  this  period 
on  the  subject,  and  the  influence  exerted  by  the  pas- 
sage or  defeat  of  a bankrupt  bill,  on  the  destinies 
of  so  many  of  your  fellow  men,  are  sufficient  in 
themselves  to  prompt  an  early  reply  to  this  commu- 
nication. 


To  this  letter  the  president  has  transmitted  for 
publication  the  following  reply: 

Washington,  Sept.  14,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  T have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  13th  of  August,  desiring  an  ex- 
pression of  my  opinions  upon  the  questions  therein 
stated,  all  of  which  relate  to  the  subject  of  a bank- 
rupt law.  Your  object  is,  doubtless,  to  obtain  my 
general  views  upon  that  measure.  These  shall  be 
lully  and  frankly  given. 

Laws  having  reference  to  the  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor  are  of  a two- fold  character; 
namely: 

1st.  Those  which,  on  the  surrender  of  his  pro- 
perty, merely  exempt  the  person  of  the  debtor  from 
imprisonment. 

2d.  Those  which,  in  addition  to  this,  exonerate 
his  future  acquisitions  from  liability  to  his  creditors, 
by  dissolving  his  contracts,  or  extinguishing  all  re- 
medies upon  them. 

My  efforts  to  abrogate  the  right  which  was  given 
by  law  to  the  creditor  to  imprison  his  debtor,  ex- 
cept in  cases-of  ascertained  fraud,  commenced  at  an 
early  period  of  my  public  life,  and  have  been  uni- 
form, active  and  preserving.  At  the  first  regular 
session  of  the  legislature  which  I had  the  honor 
to  attend,  I introduced  and  advocated  a law  l'or 
abolishing  imprisonment  for  debts  in  certain  cases. 
At  several  subsequent  sessions  the  same  subject, 
embracing  the  policy  in  its  broadest  possible  extent, 
occupied  my  earnest  attention,  and  its  adoption  was 
urged  with  my  best  abilities,  and  finally  with  suc- 
cess, in  that  branch  of  the  legislature  of  which  I was 
a member. 

My  objects  in  bringing  forward  ami  advocating 
the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  state 
legislature  were  not  lost  sight  of,  or  abandoned, 
by  me  alter  I was  honored  with  a seat  in  the  na- 
tional legislature.  There  my  efforts  were  united 
with  those  of  others  to  divest  our  civil  code  of  a 
feature  so  odious  and  oppressive.  It  is  a satisfac- 
tion to  believe  that  my  uniform  amt  continued 
course  upon  this  subject  has  not  been'without  influ- 
ence in  ameliorating  legislation  in  regard  to  unfor- 
tunate debtors,  and  I do  most  sincerely  rejoice  that 
this  barbaric  relic  of  antiquity,  so  cruel  in  its  ef- 
fects upon  individuals,  and  so  peculiarly  uncon- 
genial with  the  principles  of  governments  founded 
on  popular  sovereignty,  is  in  a fair  way  of  being 
expunged  from  the  statute  books  of  all  enlightened 
nations. 

The  very  fact  that  humanity  and  justice  require  the 
surrender,  by  the  creditor,  of  all  reliance  upon  the 
power  of  imprisonment,  or  of  a control  of  any  kind 
over  the  person  of  his  debtor,  should  inspire  caution 
in  preserving  unimpaired  such  securities  as  are  con- 
sistent with  public  policy.  When  a man  parts 
with  the  fiuils  of  his  own  industry  to  another,  upon 
the  faith  of  a contract,  he  is  entitled,  upon  grounds 
ol  natural  justice  and  sound  morality,  to  the  fruits 
of  his  debtor’s  earings  and  enterprise  until  he  is 
fully  paid.  This  is  the  foundation  of  credit  amt 
confidence,  which  are  essentially  necessary  to  the 
well  being  of  society.  Although  this  rule  as  between 
the  parties  is  obligatory  until  the  debt  is  honestly 
paid,  the  contract  itself  is,  upon  the  great  principle 
which  subjects  private  rights  to  the  public  good, 
liable  to  be  controlled,  and  even  directly  cancel- 
led, by  the  supreme  power  in  the  state;  it  may  be 
declared  void  at  its  inception,  as  contravening 
public  policy,  or  forfeited  for  not  being  enforced 
within  a limited  period,  or  abrogated  under  cir- 
cumstances having  regard  to  the  general  welfare, 
where  the  power  to  abrogate  is  given  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

The  subject  as  now'  pending  before  the  country, 
and  as  embraced  in  your  questions,  presents  itself 
in  several  points  of  view. 

Fiist.  As  to  a general  bankrupt  law,  applicable 
to  bankers  and  traders  only. 

Second.  As  to  the  propriety  ofsubjecting  corpora- 
tions to  its  operation;  and 

Third.  As  to  the  propriety  of  embracing,  volun- 
tarily or  involuntarily,  all  ottier  classes  within  its 
provisions. 

It  is  a rule,  the  sacred  observance  of  w’hich  is 
indispensable  to  the  well-being  of  society,  that  go- 
vernment should  never  interfere  with  private  con- 
tracts, even  where  the  authority  to  do  so  is  confer- 
red by  the  constitution,  except  upon  the  ground  of 
evident  public  necessity,  and  then  with  a degree  of 
caution  and  circumspection  which  shall  guard  in 
an  effectual  manner,  against  frauds  and  injustice. 
That  occasions  may  arise  when  those  who  have 
the  rightful  power  to  interfeie  may  do  so,  by  a re- 
gard to  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  there 
can  he  no  doubt.  I thought  there  was  occasion  for 
such  interference  in  1827,  and  gave  my  vote  for  a 
general  bankrupt  law,  applicable  to  bankers  and 


traders,  classes  which  all  must  agree  were  intended 
to  be  embraced  by  the  clause  m the  constitution 
relating  to  this  subject.  An  occasion  of  at  least 
equal  urgency  for  such  a law  exists  at  this  time. 
The  embarrassments  caused  by  the  pernicious  ex- 
pansion of  the  currency,  and  the  consequent  facili- 
ties of  credit  and  rash  enterprises,  which  have  un- 
fortunately characterised  the  last  few  years,  are 
sucli  as  to  render  an  interference  of  this  kind  greatly 
conducive,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  to  the  public 
good.  I would,  therefore,  have,  unhesitatingly, 
co-operated,  in  the  last  session  of  congress,  in  the 
passage  of  such  a law,  properly  guarded  against 
frauds,  and  so  framed  as  to  secure  to  the  creditors 
the  present  estate  of  their  debtors,  when  the  latter 
were  discharged  from  their  obligations.  A bill 
! which  should  not  sufficiently  guard  against  frauds 
would  be  objectionable.  The  rights  of  creditors 
might  be  so  far  overlooked,  or  so  inefficiently  se- 
cured, that  I should  be  constrained  to  withhold  from 
it  my  sanction. 

It  would  constitute  no  objection  with  me  if  cor- 
porations were,  in  a proper  form  embraced  by  the 
provisions  of  such  a bill.  An  attempt  was  made 
at  the  close  of  the  discussions  on  the  bankrupt  bill 
of  1827,  in  the  senate,  to  include  banking  corpora- 
tions, by  inserting  after  the  word  bankers,  in  the 
description  of  the  persons  who  were  made  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  words,  “or  any 
banking  incorporation.”  Assuming  that  the  effect 
of  this  amendment,  if  it  prevailed,  would  be  to 
make  the  members  of  such  corporations  liable  in 
their  individual  capacities  to  the  penalties  denounc- 
ed by  the  law  for  acts,  in  respect  to  which  their 
charters  made  them  personally  irresponsible.  I 
opposed  it  as  an  unauthorised  interference  with 
state  laws;  I could  not  now  approve  a bill  contain- 
ing provisions  liable  to  such  an  objection.  The 
disastrous  state  of  things  produced  by  the  general 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  1S37 
presented  for  consideration,  in  a form  which  could 
not  with  propriety  be  disregarded,  the  question 
whether  the  power  of  congress  over  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy  might  not.be  bioughtto  bear  upon  those 
institutions  in  a manner  whicli  would  steer  clear  of 
that  difficulty.  Upon  a careful  examination  of  the 
subject,  ill  all  its  bearings,  I was  induced  to  believe 
that  this  might  be  done  in  a form  which,  while  it 
afforded  relief  to  the  creditors  of  those  institutions, 
and  advanced  the  public  interests,  would  neither  be 
liable  to  the  objection  referred  to,  nor  encroach  in 
any  other  way  upon  the  rights  of  the  states  or  tran- 
scend-the  authority  of  the  federal  govei'nment.  A 
provision  in  a bankrupt  law  authorising  the  bill- 
holders  and  creditors  of  all  banks,  alter  a specified 
delay  in  the  payment  of  their  notes  in  specie,  to  fp- 
stitute  proceedings  to  cause  their  affairs  to  be  wound 
up  and  their  effects  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  a measure 
of  that  character.  Its  object  and  effect  would  only 
be  to  compel  them  to  discharge  the  obligations  they 
incurred,  and  the  liabilities  they  were  under  accord- 
ing lo  the  state  laws,  by  giving  to  theirereditors  for 
this  purpose  a remedy  which  congress  alone  can 
effectually  conifer.  The  contracts  between  indivi- 
duals are  also  made  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws 
of  the  states  and  regulated  by  them.  Those  hav- 
ing claiiAS  under  these  contracts  may  resort  to  the 
state  courts  to  enforce  them,  as  it  is  also  competent 
for  the  creditors  of  banks  to  do.  The  object  of  a 
bankrupt  law  would  be  to  furnish  the  creditor  an 
additional  remedy  to  compel  debtors  of  one  descrip- 
tion to  do  what,  under  the  laws  of  the  slate,  it  is 
their  duty  to  do.  The  proposed  provision  in  regard 
to  banks  would  proceed,  although  in  a modified  form, 
upon  t he  same  principle  and  to  the  same  end,  with- 
out depriving  the  corporation  or  its  members  of  any 
rights  or  immunities  secured  to  them  by  the  state 
laws. 

Entertaining  these  views  I brought  the  subject 
to  the  notice  of  congress  during  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  hanks,  in  1827.  If  they 
are  correct  it  would  seem  difficult  to  conceive  on 
what  ground  the  exemption  of  the  banks  from  the 
provisions  of  such  a law  could  he  sustained  by 
those  who  insist  on  its  application  to  other  classes 
of  our  citizens.  Equal  and  exact  justice,  the  only 
proper  basis  of  legislation,  requires  that  laws  should 
extend  to,  and  operate  upon,  all  who  are  fairly 
within  the  range  of  the  same  policy.  Corporations, 
though  artificial  bodies,  are  composed  of  men,  are 
managed  by  them,  and,  like  private  dealings,  have 
for  their  main  object  the  personal  advantages  ofthe 
corporations.  The  principle  which  demands  (heir 
exclusion  from  the  operations  of  a bankrupt  law, 
on  the  ground  of  inexpediency,  claims  for  that  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  whose  property  is  thus  invest- 
ed, privileges  and  exemptions  denied  to  others.  It 
proposes  lo  secure  to  them  as  creditors  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  such  a law,  without  making  them  liable 
under  it  as  debtors.  On  what  principle,  I ask,  can 
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so  marked  a preference  to  one  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple over  the  other  be  justified?  Punctuality  on  the 
part  of  incorporated  banks  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments is  of  more  importance  to  the  community  than 
that  of  any  individual  traders,  and  their  failure  in 
performing  their  duty  is  attended  with  much  more 
injurious  consequences.  If,  then,  there  be  no  good 
reason  for  the  distinction  on  the  ground  of  public 
interests,  most  assuredly  there  can  be  none  on  that 
of  claims  to  favor.  The  privileges  which  the  laws 
already  give  to  those  institutions,  and  the  limited 
liability  of  those  who  invest  property  in  them,  fur- 
nish, on  the  contrary,  the  strongest  reasons  against 
the  exemption  which  is  claimed  in  their  behalf. 

Whilst  on  every  dollar  so  invested  the  stockhold- 
er has  a right  to  loan  two,  and  sometimes  three 
times  the  amount,  and  whilst  he  is  shielded  from 
all  personal  responsibility  in  case  of  the  failure  of 
the  bank  to  comply  with  its  engagements,  no  por- 
tion of  the  properly  of  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
munity has  such  artificial  value  given  to  it  by  law, 
nor  is  it  protected,  in  like  manner  from  the  hazards 
of  business;  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  dollar  they 
possess  is  held  subject  to  the  claims  of  their  credi- 
tors. These  desirable  privileges  were  granted  un- 
der the  expectation  of  advantages  and  facilities  to 
the  public  to  be  derived  from  these  institutions,  not 
one  of  which  can  be  realized  if  rhey  fail  to  redeem 
their  bills  in  specie  when  demanded.  Whatever 
may  be  thought  of  i heir  usefulness  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, all  must  admit  that,  if  they  cease  to 
perform  this  important  function,  they  are  the 
sources  of  great  mischief.  The  reasons  therefore 
for  giving  to  the  billholders,  and  other  creditors, 
whose  confidence  has  been  in  some  measure  ob- 
tained under  a sort  of  legislative  guaranty,  full  and 
prompt  remedies  against  them  in  case  of  failure  to 
perform  their  engagements,  are  stronger  than  in 
cases  of  ordinary  debtors.  Should  a bankrupt  law 
be  passed  which  did  not  embrace  corporalions,  hav- 
ing the  right  as  creditors  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
advantages,  individuals  who  failed  in  personally 
performing  their  contracts  with  them  might,  by 
their  interference,  be  arrested  in  their  business  and 
have  their  property  at  once  transferred  to  assignees. 
More  than  this,  they  might  be  involved  in  acts  of 
bankruptcy  by  the. failure  of  the  banks  themselves 
to  fulfil  their  promises  to  them,  or  to  others  on 
whose  punctuality  their  own  depended.  The  in- 
justice of  the  distinction  in  this  view  of  the  subject 
becomes  strikingly  clear,  and  I am  wholly  at  a loss 
to  know  on  what  ground  it  could  be  upheld.  This 
is  not  a mere  speculation  upon  remote  or  impossible 
contingencies.  Had  there  been  a bankrupt  law  in 
existence  for  the  iast  three  or  four  years,  thousands 
of  our  fellow  citizens  would  have  been  subjected  to 
its  provisions  by  reason  of  the  delays  and  difficulties 
they  experienced  in  realizing  the  demands  due  to 
them,  resulting  indirectly  from  the  suspension  of 
payments  by  the  banks;  whilst  against  the  banks 
themselves,  they,  and  their  debtors,  who  held  their 
notes,  or  other  obligations,  would  have  been  com- 
paratively remediless. 

The  states  have  certainly  not  been  sparimr  in  be- 
stowing upon  these  institutions  special  privileges, 
and  it  has  not  been  beard,  as  matter  of  complaint, 
that  they  have  been  too  vigorous  in  enforcing  a 
strict  compliance  w'ith  the  conditions  on  which  the 
grants  U'ere  made.  It  is  not  easy  to  comprehend 
the  exteiT*  to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried 
in  exempting  traders  as  well  as  bankers  from  re- 
sponsibility to  this  remedy  for  a non-performance 
of  their  engagements  and  in  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
legislative  privileges.  The  state  legislatures  have 
been  in  the  constant  habit  of  incorporating  manu- 
facturing, and,  in  some  forms,  commercial  compa- 
nies also,  each  of  whom  become  traders  of  the  first 
class.  If  these  companies,  in  addition  to  the  par- 
ticular advantages  and  personal  immunities  secured 
to  them,  are  also  to  have  their  effects  exempted 
from  liability  under  bankrupt  laws,  the  efficacy  and 
value  of  the  constitutional  provision  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcy  may  be  effectually  superceded, 
whilst  those  who  are  not  possessed  of  sufficient  in- 
fluence to  become  the  participants  ol  legislative  fa- 
vor would  remain  subject  to  the  utmost  rigor  of  the 
laws  that  may  be  passed  under  it.  While  I would 
carefully  abstain  from  interfering  with  the  rights  of 
these  corporations,  derived  from  state  authority,  I 
would  not  add  to  their  privileges  by  exempting 
them  altogether  from  the  operation  of  a general 
bankrupt  law’,  when  such  exemption  would,  in 
many  cases,  operate  injuriously  on  individuals  sub- 
ject to  its  provisions.  Thecorporations  themselves 
act,  in  my  judgment,  most  unwisely,  when  they  in- 
sist upon  an  exemption  which  could  not  fail  to  mark 
yet  more  distinctly  the  line  of  separation  between 
their  affairs  and  those  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  togive  still  greater  prominence  to  the  superior 
advantages  they  enjoy  over  the  rest  of  their  fellow 
citizens.  The  constitutionality  as  well  as  the  ex- 


pediency of  extending  a bankrupt  law  to  other 
classes  of  the  community  than  bankers  and  traders 
have  been  vexed  questions  from  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  government  !o  the  present  day. — 
The  constitution  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  the  sanclion  of  congress 
to  such  a law’,  though  frequently  attempted,  has 
never  yet  been  obtained.  Although  the  question 
of  constitutionality  could  not  for  that  reason  have 
come  before  the  judiciary  directly,  it  has  oflen  been 
considered  indirectly  in  deciding  upon  the  consti- 
tutionality of  state  insolvent  laws;  and  I am  not 
aware  that  the  supreme  court,  in  the  extended  dis- 
cussions upon  the  general  subject,  has  ever  even 
intimated  an  opinion  as  to  the  precise  extent  of  the 
authority  of  congress  in  the  matter.  We  are,  there- 
fore, at  this  late  day  without  even  a legislative  or 
jtidcial  opinion  upon  this  much  agitated  question, 
unless  one  can  be  reasonably  inferred  from  the  per- 
severing refusal  of  congress  to  pass  such  a law. — 
There  is  not,  perhaps,  a single  question  growing 
out  of  our  complex  system  of  government,  in  re- 
spect to  the  settlement  of  which  less  advance  has 
been  made  than  this;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
there  are  few  if  any  more  complicated,  or  in  respect 
to  which  it  is  found  more  difficult  to  arrive  at  a sa- 
tisfactory conclusion. 

Objections  to  the  power  of  congress  to  pass  a vo- 
luntary bankrupt  law,  applicable  to  all  classes  of 
debtors,  have  been  principally  founded  on  the  fol- 
lowing considerations,  viz: 

1st.  No  bankrupt  law  as  such  having  existed  in 
the  United  States  before  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, it  is  assumed  that  its  framers  intended  to 
confine  the  power  given  over  the  subject  to  bank- 
ruptcy as  it  was  then  understood  to  exist  in  the 
country  from  which  we  have  derived  most  of  our 
legal  definitions,  and  the  outlines  of  our  judicial 
system. 

2d.  That  bankrupt  laws,  understood  in  that 
sense,  are  such  acls  only  as  provide  a compulsory, 
summary  and  comprehensive  remedy  to  creditors 
against  bankers  and  traders;  and 

3d.  That  there  had  existed  in  all  the  states,  for 
years  before,  and  down  to  the  period  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  insolvent  law’s  giving  relief 
to  insolvent  debtors,  of  all  descriptions,  on  their 
own  application,  as  well  against  imprisonment  for 
debt,  as  under  certain  circumstances  against  future 
liabilities  for  the  debts  themselves;  that  the  broad 
construction  of  the  federal  constitution  necessary  to 
include  bankrupt  laws  ot  the  character  now  referred 
to,  would  at  least  deprive  the  states  of  all  power  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  independently  of  that  of  con- 
gress,— a right  which  existed  before  the  constitu- 
tion, and  which  it  is  claimed  was  not  intended  to 
be  surrendered  by  the  states. 

The  advocates  of  the  power,  on  the  contrary, 
contend,  in  respect  to  the  two  first  grounds  of  ob- 
jection, that  legislation  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cy, to  be  wisely  adapted  to  the  objects  in  view, 
must  vary  with  circumstances  and  keep  pace  with 
the  changes  which  are  every  day  taking  place  in 
the  pursuits  of  men — either  bringing  them  within 
or  excluding  them  from  the  policy  of  a general  bank- 
rupt law;  that  it  has  so  varied  in  England  before 
and  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  fra- 
mers of  that  instrument  designed  to  limit  the  pow- 
er, when  they  gave  i-t  in  such  general  terms,  to  the 
usages  or  legislation  of  a foreign  country.  In  re- 
spect to  the  last  objection,  it  is  insisted  that  bank- 
ruptcy includes  insolvency,  and  that  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  lay  down  any  precise  distinction  by  which 
the  two  subjects  as  matters  for  the  legislation  of  the 
respective  governments  can  be  separated,  and  one 
branch  of  it  allotted  to  the  states  and  the  other  to 
the  federal  government;  that  all  attempts  which 
have  been  made  by  our  ablest  judges  and  statesmen 
to  do  so  in  a satisfactory  manner  have  hitherto 
failed;,  and,  that  it  must  therefore  be  held  that  the 
framers  of  the  federal  conslilution  meant  togive 
congress  power  over  the  whole  subject,  leaving  to 
the  states  only  asuboidinate  action  in  regard  to  it, 
trusting  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people  who  would 
be,  at  the  same  time,  represented  in  both  systems, 
for  such  an  exercise  of  I he  power  conferred  as 
would  not  interfere  unwisely  with  those  portions  of 
it  which  had  been,  and  could  continue  to  be,  more 
usefully  exerted  by  the  state  legislatures. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  conclusiveness 
of  these  views,  I am  free  to  say  that  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  been  presented  in  our  courts 
of  justice  and  eisewhere  has  given  them  greater, 
weight  in  my  own  mind  than  I was  disposed  to  al- 
low them  thirteen  years  ago,  when  I was  called  to 
act  officially  upon  the  subject. 

But  if  ever  the  question  of  constitutional  power 
is  overcome,  that  of  expediency  still  remains  to  be 
considered.  The  objection  which  is  raised  to  le- 
gislation by  congress  upon  this  branch  of  the  sub 


ject  is  founded  on  the  assumption  that  the  states 
are  fully  competent  to  afford  all  the  relief  in  cases 
of  Ibis  description  that  can  be  reasonably  desired, 
and  in  that  way  evils  believed  to  be  inseparable 
from  the  extension  of  the  federal  power  over  it  may 
be  avoided.  The  correctness  of  this  position  is, 
of  course,  more  or  less  dependent  upon  the  extent 
of  the  powers  over  the  subject  which  the  states 
possess,  while  congress  abstains  from  acting  in  the 
matter.  About  this  there  lias  been  lor  years  con- 
siderable uncertainty,  and  this  uncertainty  has  been 
not  a little  aggravated  by  apparently  contradictory 
decisions  by  the  courts.  This  arose  from  the  use 
of  general  expressions  by  the  judges  which  went 
beyond  the  case  before  the  court,  and  were  there- 
fore not  conclusive  upon  this  question.  The  bidd- 
ing character  of  them  having  been  disavowed,  (be 
matter  is  now  placed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  upon  a settled  and  simple  footing. — 
•As  I understand  it,  and  I believe  there  is  no  reason 
for  contrariety  of  opinion  upon  the  subject,  it  is 
that  the  states  inay,  in  the  absense  of  federal  legis- 
lation upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  pass  laws 
authorising  not  only  the  discharge  ot  debtors  from 
imprisonment,  but  also  from  the  debts  themselves, 
provided  the  latter  were  contracted  and  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  (he  state,  between  citizens  thereof,  and 
entered  into  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  the  law. 
The  debts  and  credits  of  bankers  and  merchants 
extend  throughout  the  union,  and  thus  present 
cases  which  could  not  be  adequately  provided  lor 
under  an  authority  so  limited.  Not  so  with  the 
dealings  of  the  other  classes  of  which  we  are  speak- 
ing. The  instances  of  bona  fide  transactions  be- 
tween them  in  which  adequate  relief  could  not  be 
provided  by  the  state  legislatures,  under  this  con- 
ceded authority,  would  be  of  i are  occurrence.  To 
the  state  which  authorises  the  contract,  and  fur- 
nishes the  ordinary  means  of  enforcing  it,  would  in 
this  way  be  reserved  the  right  of  granting  such  re- 
lief from  the  hardships  which  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances may  arise  to  the  parties  restricted  only 
by  the  limitations  before  referied  to. 

These,  with  the  right  to  exempt  from  imprison- 
ment in  all  cases  would  still  leave  to  state  legisla- 
tion the  control  and  direction  of  the  remedies  to 
an  extent  under  which  much  might  be  wisely  done 
for  the  benefit  of  unfortunate  debtors,  and  the  evils 
of  abandoning  in  practice  the  strict  construction  of 
the  power  of  congress  over  the  subject  avoided. — 
The  changes  in  the  relations  between  the  states  and 
the  general  government,  as  tliose  relations  liave 
been  hitherto  understood,  resulting  from  an  occu- 
pation of  the  whole  ground  by  federal  legislation, 
would  unavoidably  be  very  considerable  in  respect 
to  the  extent  oftiie  patronage  of  each,  and  perhaps 
most  prominent  in  the  judicial  branches  of  the  re- 
spective governments.  A large  quantity  of  the 
business  which  has  hitherto  been  done  by  "the  state 
courts,  and  for  which  they  seem  to  bo  "tfie  appro- 
priate tribunals,  would  be  transferred  to  the  federal 
courts.  It  is  at  least  very  questionable  whether 
such  an  alteration  in  established  sys  ems  of  judica- 
ture, would  be  wholesome  in  its  political  effect,  or 
an  improvement  in  the  administration  of  jusiiee. 

There  is,  on  the  contrary,  reason  lo  apprehend 
that  it  would  give  occasion  to  numerous  conflicts 
as  to  jurisdiction  between  the  courts  of  the  separate 
governments,  cause  delay  in  the  proceedings  and 
increase  costs  and  litigation.  The  states  have  ex- 
ercised the  right  to  pass  laws  giving  a liberal  mea- 
sure ol  relief  lo  debtors,  since  the  period  of  their 
first  formation;  these  laws  constitute  an  important 
and  valuable  part  of  their  respective  statutory  codes. 
Their  right  to  this  branch  of  legislation  has  been 
conceded  to  them  upon  the  very  principle  of  the 
distinction  between  the  bankrupt  and  insolvent  sys- 
tems. To  enter  at  this  time  upon  :'ie  practical  ap- 
plication ol  a different  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion would  have  a tendency  to  distuib  the  very 
foundation  of  those  proceedings  by  an  interpretation 
which  has  hitherto  had  no  explicit  sanction  from 
the  national  legislature  or  the  national  courts. 

Neither  would  it  be  doing  justice  to  (he  subject 
to  pass  wholly  unriof iced  the  obvious  unfitness  of 
applying  to  farmers,  mechanics  ami  other  classes  of 
our  citizens,  tiie  prompt  and  vigorous  proceedings 
authorised  by  bankrupt  laws  towards  bankers  and 
traders,  hitherto  almost  the  only  objects  of  such 
laws;  nor  could  such  pioceedings  he  much  modifi- 
ed in  that  respect  without  defeating  the  ends  of 
such  enactments.  The  failure  of  debtors  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  creditors,  at  the  time  and  in  the 
rpnnner  specified  by  their  contracts,  has  ever  been 
regarded,  under  a bankrupt  system,  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  and  authorises  the  transfer  by  the  ope- 
ration and  agency  ot  law,  of  ail  their  estate  to 
assignees  for  Ihe  benefit  of  their  creditors.  How- 
ever proper  such  a procedure  may  be,  in  reference 
to  bankers  amt  traders,  it  would  be  to  others  op- 
pressive and  ruinous — it  would  greatly  multiply 
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individual  distress,  and  bring  to  public  auction,  by 
a forced  sale,  not  only  a large  amount  of  personal 
property,  but  a considerable  portion  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  country.  The  evils  ot  a bankrupt 
law,  with  such  extended  range,  would,  it  is  justly 
to  be  feared,  more  than  counterbalance  the  benefits 
it  might  otherwise  produce.  I am  not  aware  that 
any  government  has  deemed  it  wise  or  safe  to  ex- 
tend the  operation  of  a bankrupt  law  to  all  tiiese 
classes  of  its  citizens  or  subjects.  I am  well 
aware  that  those  latter  objections  are  sought  to  be 
obviated  by  making  the  operation  of  this  part  of 
the  law  voluntary  only.  But  it  well  deserves  lo  be 
remembered  that  such  a law  would  be  but  the 
entering  wedge — the  first  movement  by  congress 
in  a new  direction,  under  a general  power,  and  no 
one  can  tell  what  might  be  the  next. — The  same 
construction  of  the  constitution,  which  gives  con- 
gress the  right  to  pass  a voluntary  bankrupt  law, 
applicable  to  farmers  and  mechanics,  and  other  1 
non-trading  classes,  concedes  the  right  also  to  make 
it  compulsory.  As  long  as  the  debtor  interest  pos- 
sesses a paramount  consideration  in  the  national 
legislature,  such  a law,  would,  perhaps,  not  be" 
thought  of,  but  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  op- 
posite interest,  when  in  complete  ascendancy,  to 
make  at  least  a plausible  expose  of  the  reasons  why 
justice  to  creditors  requires  that  the  rule  should  he 
reciprocal.  In  this  view  of  the  subject  were  the 
opinions  formed  that  I have  heretofore  entertained, 
of  the  propriety  of  not  extending  the  legislation  of 
the  general  government  to  classes  of  cases  which 
it  might  not  be  certain  the  constitution  intended  to 
embrace. 

I was  doubtless  governed  in  so  regarding  the 
question,  not  merely  by  my  own  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  restraining  all  legislation  within  those 
limits,  but  by  a conviction  that  as  bankrupt  laws 
had  been  generally  passed,  chiefly -if  not  exclu- 
sively, for  t he  benefit  oi  Ihe  creditor,  and  were 
penal  in  their  character,  they  ought  not  to  embrace 
persons  who  had  not  been  regarded  as  coming  within 
their  scope;  and  also  by  the  consideration  that,  so 
far  as  they  tend  to  the  relief  of  all  classes  of 
debtors  from  future  liabilities  on  the  surrender  of 
their  property,  the  state  insolvent  laws  had  already 
done  much  to  attain  that  object  without  subjecting 
those  who  are  not  within  the  class  of  bankers  and 
traders  to  the  rigor  and  severity  of  bankrupt  en- 
actments. 

I forbear  to  do  more  on  this  occasion  (ban  sug- 
gest the  grounds  of  some  of  the  objections  to  a 
bankrupt  law,  under  one  of  the  aspects  presented 
by  your  question.  Your  own  reflections  will  ena- 
ble you  to  see  them  in  their  full  force,  and  bring  to 
your  view  many  others  I have  omitted  to  mention. 
My  sincere  desire  is  to  carry,  as  far  as  can  be  con- 
stitutionally done  and  sound  policy  will  admit,  the 
humane  principle  of  discharging  the  honest  and 
unfortunate  debtor  from  liabilities  he  cannot  meet, 
securing  at  the  same  time  to  ti is  creditors  the  full 
benefit  of  iiis  present  estate.  The  rule  which  I 
laid  down  for  my  own  government,  when  the  sub 
ject  was  under  discussion,  at  the  last  session,  was 
to  keep  my  mind  open  to  argument  and  conviction 
in  regard  lo  it,  until  it  became  my  official  duty  to 
act,  and  then  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  bill  pre- 
sented for  iny  consideration,  according  as  its  par- 
ticular provisions  should,  in  my  best  judgment,  be 
found  lo  conform  to  those  principles,  and  be  likely 
to  accomplish  lliose  objects.  Upon  careful  consi- 
deration  of  the  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  I am  led 
to  believe  that  1 shall  best  perform  my  duty  in  the 
matter  by  continuing  to  pursue  the  same  course  in 
future.  I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  S.  L.  Dnnfield,  Wm.  H.  Brasher  and 
others. 

P.  S.  My  opinions  upon  the  same  subject  hav- 
ing been  asked  by  olhers  also,  I have  caused  my 
reply  to  be  at  once-published  and  copies  sent  to 
you. 

LETTER  OF  MR.  POTNSETT. 

Washington,  Sept.  28,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  I send  herewith  a letter  addressed  to 
mv  fellow  citizens  of  Charleston,  and  beg  that  you 
will  present  it  to  them. 

Having  been  assailed  by  opposition  orators  and 
letter  writers  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  I avail  myself 
of  the  privilege  secured  to  every  citizen  in  this  coun- 
try, Of  being  heard  in  his  own  defence,  to  (dead  be- 
fore a tribunal  whose  jurisdiction  I have  always  ac- 
knowledged, and  to  whose  verdict  I shall  cheerful- 
ly submit.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  faith- 
fully yours,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Dr.  Joseph  Johnson,  Charleston,  S.  O. 

Washington,  Sept.  2fi,  1340. 

Fellow  citizens:  Shortly  after  I accepted  the 
office  I now  hold,  and  when  last  I had  the  honor  to 


address  you,  I exhorted  you  to  sacrifice  all  former 
feuds  on  the  altar  of  our  common  country,  and  to 
lend  (he  aid  of  your  talents  and  influence  in  support 
of  those,  who,  equally  wilh  yourselves,  are  animat- 
ed by  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  its  happiness  and 
prosperity,  and  firmly  determined  to  maintain  its 
lionor  abroad,  and  preserve  its  institutions  and  peace 
at  home.  I assured  you  that  the  administration,  of 
which  I formed  a part,  would  never  violate  the  prin- 
ciples of  tiie  constitution,  nor  suffer  them  to  be  vio- 
lated by  others,  and  that  the  peculiar  rights  and  in- 
terest of  tiie  soutii  would  be  protected.  And  I 
pledged  myself,  should  any  of  the  great  landmarks 
of  demociacy  be  disregarded,  to  be  found  once  more 
in  your  ranks,  ready  to  aid  you  in  vindicating  tiie 
rights  of  the  people. 

The  period  is  arrived  when  I feel  called  upon  to 
appeal  to  you  lo  decide  whether  the  assurances  I 
then  gave  you  have  been  fulfilled,  or  whether  the 
allegations  which  have  been  so  freely  made  against 
the  administration  are  true.  It  is  on  its  trial  before 
you,  not  only  upon  general  charges  of  alleged  mis- 
conduct, which,  if  substantiated,  would  render  it 
utterly  unworthy  your  confidence  and  support;  but 
those  charges  are,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree, 
founded  on  officicial  acts  of  my  own.  Citizens  of 
my  own  state,  between  some  of  whom  and  myself 
relations  of  personal  friendship  formerly  existed, 
have  felt  tliemselves  justified  in  arraigning  me  be- 
fore you,  ar.d  through  me  the  administration  of 
which  I am  a member,  for  acts  of  weakness  and  ex- 
travagance, and  even  for  devising  plans  stigmatized 
as  designed  to  subvert  tiie  liberties  of  tiie  country. 

Called  upon  by  a committee  of  congress,  at  a mo- 
ment when  the  country  was  tlneatened  with  war,  to 
prepare  for  its  defence,  and  to  reorganize  the  mi- 
litia, I submitted  a plan  for  that  purpose,  which  has 
been  (he  fruitful  theme  of  attack  by  the  opponents 
of  the  administration.  It  is  unnecessary  to  recapi- 
tulate the  objections  which  have  been  urged  against 
this  measure.  They  are  known  to  you  all.  But  I 
will  briefly  explain  its  provisions,  in  order  that  you 
may  judge  how  far  these  objections  are  valid  and 
applicable.  It  is  proposed  to  diminish  the  burden 
now  imposed  upon  the  people,  by  turning  out  for 
training  every  able  bodied  man  in  the  country  at 
the  same  time— a system  which  operates  as  a direct 
tax  upon  you,  amounting  to  many  millions  annually, 
and  it  is  as  unnecessary  as  it  is  burthensoine;  for, 
under  no  circumstances  can  it  be  required  to  bring 
into  the  field  two  millions  of  men;  one-twentieth  of 
that  number  is  amply  sufficient;  and  it  was  intend- 
ed that  this  force  should  be  called  out  at  convenient 
seasons,  for  ten  days  in  each  year,  and  that  you 
should  be  all  trained  in  turn.  Depots  of  arms  were 
to  be  established  at  convenient  stations,  in  order 
that  when  turned  out  to  drill, you  should  not  have  to 
inarch  far,  and  never  out  of  your  own  state,  and 
only  when  on  the  borders  out  of  your  own  districts; 
and  when  on  tiie  ground,  be  furnished  with  United 
States  arms  and  ammunition,  ami  be  paid  for  the 
time  you  were  so  employed — which  need  not  have 
exceeded  ten  days  of  every  year  for  fouryears,  after 
which  you  'would  have  been  exempt  from  militia 
dmy,  except  in  cases  of  actual  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion. You  were  to  have  been  commanded  by  of- 
ficeis  of  your  own  choice,  as  now,  and  if  subjected 
lo  I lie  rules  and  articles  of  war  when  in  service,  as 
you  are  under  the  present  law,  you  were  to  be  tried 
lor  all  military  offences  by  your  own  officers  only — 
your  neighbors  and  friends,  from  whom  you  have 
no  injustice  lo  apprehend.  In  this  manner,  the  least 
onerous  that  could  be  devised,  an  efficient  force 
would  have  been  in  constant  readiness,  fo  suppress 
insurrection  or  repel  invasion,  at  a trilling  cost,  to 
be  defrayed  by  the  general  government. 

Be  not  deceived  by  the  silly  cry  of  “standing  ar- 
ray,” raised  by  the  opponents  of  the  people’s  rights, 
lo  oppose  the  efforts  of  a democratic  administration, 
and  to  bring  discredit  on  them  for  tiie  alteiupt  to 
organize  the  militia.  It  is  evident  that  tiie  people 
must  protect  themselves,  or  pay  soldiers  to  protect 
them;  and  it  is  equally  obvious  that  they  cannot  ef- 
fectually protect  themselves,  without  being  orga- 
nized, nor  devolve  this  duly  upon  olhers,  without 
peril  lo  llleir  liberlies.  I have  as  much  confidence 
as  any  man  in  the  brave  hearts  and  strong  arms  of 
the  mass  of  the  people,  and  am  willing  lo  rely  upon 
them  for  tiie  defence  of  the  country,  whenever  there 
is  time  to  prepare  for  it;  but  if  ever  the  thunder  of 
the  enemy’s  cannon  shall  be  suddenly  heard  in  any 
of  our  seaports,  which  are  ail  now7  too  accessible 
and  indefensible,  they  might  be  destroyed  or  cap- 
tured before  tile  forts  could  be  garrisoned,  or  one 
blow7  be  struck  lo  defend  them.  Or  if  ever  our 
southern  planters  shall  be  awakened  by  a yell  more 
startling  than  those  of  the  Indian,  many  a brave 
heart  will  be  pierced,  and  many  a strong  arm  will  be 
paralysed,  before  an  efficient  force  could  be  collected, 
armed  and  organized,  to  protect  their  wives  and 
children.  It  may  be  popular  doctrine,  but  it  is 


neither  wise  nor  safe  to  deceive  the  people  on  this 
subject,  and  leave  thpm  to  the  hazard  of  one  day 
weeping  their  improvidence  in  tears  of  blood. 

There  is  no  portion  of  our  country  so  deeply  in- 
terested in  this  measure  as  the  south.  The  south 
must  depend  upon  itself  for  protection,  and  there 
never  was  a period  in  the  history  of  our  govern- 
ment, when  this  portion  of  our  common  country 
was  more  loudly  called  upon,  by  imperious  circum- 
stances, to  prepare  for  its  self-preservation.  Your 
enemies  surround  you  on  every  side:  the  world  is 
up  in  arms  to  deprive  you  of  your  property.  The 
interest  of  nations,  and  the  fanaticism  of  individuals, 
are  united  aggunst  you  from  without — while  within 
your  own  bosom,  men,  blinded  by  party  zeal,  com- 
bine to  lull  you  into  a false  and  fatal  security,  and 
strive  to  excite  your  suspicions  against  lliose  faith- 
ful public  servants  who  call  upon  you  lo  prepare 
for  the  contest.  To  counteract  the  attempts  of  your 
friends  to  organize  and  arm  you,  and  to  enable  you 
to  present  such  an  imposing  front  as  may  awe  Ihe 
fana'ics  who  are  seeking  your  destruction,  they  cry 
out  “beware  of  executive  influence,”  beware  of 
“standing  armies” — although  they  know  lull  well, 
lhat  standing  armies  are  only  necessary  where  the 
people  are  unarmed  and  unorganized,  and  that  li- 
berty is  alone  endangered  by  the  supineness  of  its 
legitimate  guardians.  What,  in  fact,  can  be  more 
untrue,  or  more  insulting  (o  the  people,  than  to  be 
told  that  they,  the  source  of  all  power,  are  not  to  be 
trusted  with  arms,  nor  taught  the  use  of  them! — 
What  fear  can  there  be  lhat  one-twentieth  or  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  militia  of  each  state,  composed  of 
your  own  fellow  citizens,  of  your  own  friends  and 
relations,  will  turn  their  arms  against  you  and  seek 
to  deprive  you  of  your  liberties?  What  danger  is 
there  that  you  yourselves  will  do  so  when  vour  turn 
comes  to  assemble  at  your  own  neighboring  depot, 
and  have  arms  placed  in  your  hands?  Would  you 
march  against  your  fellow  citizens,  at  the  bidding  of 
a tyrant?  Surely  not.  Why,  then,  should  you  be 
led  to  believe  lhat  your  sons,  or  your  brothers, 
or  your  naighbors,  who  have  been  brought  up  to 
cherish  the  same  principles  as  yourselves,  would 
seek  to  destroy  institutions  which  are  as  dear  to 
them  as  to  you,  and  turn  their  arms  against  the 
country?  The  idea  is  as  insulting  to  the  people  as 
it  is  preposterous. 

But  the  prejudices  of  many  among  you  have  been 
roused  against  this  plan,  and  persevering  attempts 
are  made  to  keep  them  alive,  no! withstanding  tiie 
president’s  distinct  expression  of  the  opinion  and 
views  entertained  by  him  upon  the  whole  subject: 
views  against  which  the  arts  of  the  opposition  have 
not  yet  enabled  them  to  raise  a plausible  objection. 
Witli  respect  to  the  charge  of  extravagance,  so 
loudly  made  by  the  opposition,  and  maintained  by 
the  most  glaring  representations  and  misstatements, 

I again  refer  you  to  the  public  documents,  and  plead 
the  facts  as  they  are  there  recorded.  They  prove 
incoiitestibly  that  thereat  expenses  of  Ihe  govern, 
ment  have  not  increased  beyond  what  the  augmen- 
tation of  our  population,  and  the  extension  of  our 
commerce,  and  the  rapid  advancement  of  our  set- 
tlements, absolutely  required.  Stripped  of  Ihe  ex- 
traordinary expenditures,  whicli  iiave  resulted  from 
circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  administra- 
tion, the  course  of  the  government,  instead  of  being 
marked  by  a wasteful  and  profligate  extravagance, 
as  its  opponents  would  persuade  you,  has  been 
distinguished  by  the  most  exact  and  rigid  economy. 
The  payment  of  the  public  debt,  which  forms  a large 
item  of  expenditure,  cannot  be  charged  to  the  ex- 
travagance of  government.  Nor  can  that  of  the 
Indian  trust  fund,  of  which  the  government  is  the 
trustee,  although  that  item  serves  to  swell  the  ge- 
neral amount  of  expenditures;  even  the  money  re- 
ceived for  indemnities  due  the  nation  by  foreign 
governments,  and  exacted  from  their  justice  by  the 
firmness  and  decision  oflhe  administration,  is  charg- 
ed lo  its  extravagance,  because  it  not  only  recover- 
ed, but  distributed  these  sums. 

The  payment  ordered  by  congress,  to  liquidate  the 
claim  of  Massachusetts, Connecticut  and  N.  Carolina 
for  Iheir  expenditures  during  the  war,  forms  another 
item  of  the  charge  ofextravagance.  So  too,  tiie  three 
per  ct.  and  the  two  per  ct.  for  roads,  payable  to  tiie 
new  states  out  of  the  amount  of  sales  of  public  lands 
under  laws  passed  years  ago,  which  increases  with 
Ihe  quantity  of  land  sold  every  year.  Duties  re- 
funded to  merchants,  which  are,  to  a certain  degree, 
an  evidence  oflhe  increasing  prosperity  of  our  com- 
merce, are  made  to  appear  an  increasing  item  of 
extravagance.  So  that,  in  fact,  if  we  had  not  paid 
any  portion  of  the  national  debt,  and  left  Ihe  treasu- 
ry notes  unredeemed;  if  we  had  not  honestly  execut- 
ed our  duty  as  trustees  of  the  Indian  fund,  by  dis- 
bursing them  for  the  benefit  of  those  tribes;  if  we 
had  not  sold  any  public  lands,  or  had  neglected  to 
pay  the  new  states  tiie  five  per  cent,  due  them  upon 
the  amount  of  sales;  and  if  the  commerce  of  the 
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country  had  been  paralyzed,  and  the  merchants  fail- 
ed to  trade  extensively,  the  government  would,  ac- 
cording to  tiie  reasoning  of  the  opposition,  have 
been  administered  most  faithfully  and  economically 
— a reputation  which  would  have  been  founded  up- 
on its  bad  faith  and  destructive  policy. 

These  disbursements  for  the  years  1836,  ’37  and 
’38,  amount  to  $28,152,143  41.  To  these  items 
should  be  added  the  amount  of  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  pensions,  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, survey  of  the  coast,  taking  the  census,  explor- 
ing expedition,  the  removal  ol  Indians,  which  are 
all  of  a temporary  nature,  and  are  certainly  not 
chargeable  to  the  present  administration;  and  those 
for  durable  and  fire-proof  buildings,  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navy,  for  roads,  canals  and  breakwaters,  and  river 
and  harbor  improvements,  under  laws  passed  many 
years  ago,  for  fortifications  and  the  purchase  of 
lands  from  the  Indian  tribes,  in  order  to  free  the  in- 
dividual states  from  the  presence  of  this  population, 
and  to  benefit  essentially  the  whole  union.  All 
which  charges,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a large 
sum,  must  be  considered  as  expenditures  for  the  se- 
curity of  our  common  country,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  posterity,  and  are  not  therefore  properly  charge- 
able upon  the  present  administration,  as  they  were 
authorised  belore  its  commencement.  These  de- 
ductions, including  the  expenses  growing  out  of'the 
operations  upon  our  northern  and  eastern  frontiers, 
to  preserve  our  national  faith  with  a neighboring 
and  friendly  nation,  and  those  which  have  been 
incurred  in  protecting  the  southern  portion  of 
our  country  from  Indian  aggressions,  bring  the 
annual  expenditures  of  those  years  to  the  moderate 
amount  of  $13,000,000.  One  word  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures growing  out  of  these  wars,  which  have 
been  a fruitful  theme  of  accusation  and  reproach 
against  the  administration.  The  wars  of  the  Creeks 
and  Seminoles  originated  in  the  perfidious  and  ci  uel 
conduct  of  those  Indians.  They  not  only  refused 
to  comply  wilh  their  treaty  stipulations,  but  attack- 
ed and  destroyed  the  white  settlements  and  butch- 
ered the  inhabitants.  The  government,  in  the  ful- 
filment of  one  of  its  most  imperative  duties,  took  all 
the  measures  in  its  power  to  protect  the  country 
which  was  exposed  to  these  merciless  savages. — 
The  very  limited  regular  force,  and  the  want  of 
proper  organization  of  the  militia,  rendered  those 
efforts  more  feeble  than  they  would  have  been  under 
other  circumstances,  and  much  more  expensive. — 
The  militia  cr  volunteers  cannot  be  brought  to  act 
on  foot,  the  best  if  not  the  only  description  of 
force  suitable  (or  finding  and  subduing  tiie  roving 
savages  of  Florida;  and  under  the  most  economical 
arrangement  forsupplying  horsemen,  its  cost,  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  regular  soldiers,  is  as  six  to 
one;  that  is  to  say,  one  mounted  militiaman  costs 
the  government  as  much  as  six  regular  infantry: 
and  yet  the  administration  is  blamed  for  not  cover- 
ing 40,000  square  miles  of  territory  with  volunteer 
cavalry,  and  sweeping  the  w hole  territory  as  with  a 
net — an  operation  which  would  probably  fail,  and 
which  would  certainly  require  at  least  50,000  men, 
and  cost  for  one  campaign  of  six  munths,  not  less 
than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  w ithout  enumerat- 
ing the  interminable  claimsarising  from  the  loss  of 
horses,  or  the  amount  of  pensions  for  wounds  and 
disabilities. 

To  some  extent  this  policy  was  pursued  in  1837  and 
1838,  when  double  the  force  required  by  former  ge- 
nerals who  had  commanded  in  Florida,  was  sent 
there  and  placed  under  an  active  and  skilful  and 
experienced  commander.  Volunteers  were  brought 
from  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Missouri,  men  count- 
ed among  the  best  and  bravest  of  their  citizens. — 
Indian  scouts  were  assembled  from  the  western 
irontier.  Every  thing  was  done, that  zeal,  courage, 
perseverance  and  endurance  could  effect;  but  still 
the  war  was  not  ended.  The  Indians  ceased  to 
concentrate  their  forces,  and  to  resist  the  advance 
of  our  men.  They  scattered,  and  became  the  most 
terrible  banditti  that  ever  infested  and  devastated  a 
country  Large  columns  of  attack  became  unne- 
cessary, and  the  large  bodies  of  volunteers  hitherto 
employed,  were  succeeded  by  detachments  of  regu- 
lar troops,  who  are  both  more  efficient  and  less 
costly.  The  militia  of  Florida  has  been  embodied 
to  protect  their  own  settlements,  and  the  regular 
forces  will  be  charged  with  the  more  active  duty  of 
breaking  up  the  Indian  camps,  and  of  forcing  these 
savages  to  sue  for  peace.  This  arrangement  has 
reduced  the  expenses  of  the  Florida  war  from  five 
millions  a year  to  not  more  than  two.  Stories  of 
the  extravagant  expenditures  of  government  officers 
have  been  made  up  by  insinuations  and  inference 
equally  as  unfair  as  false  statements.  It  is  said, 
(hat  a “steamboat'  was  freighted  for  $250  a day, 
which  is  $1)0,250  a year,”  leaving  it  to  be  inferred 
that  government  paid  that  sum  for  the  hire  of  the 
boat;  when  in  point  of  fact  the  boat  was  only  taken 


upon  an  emergency  and  for  a few  days;  that  wood 
was  brought  from  New  Orleans  to  a spot  where  it 
was  growing  abundantly,  without  stating  the  addi- 
tional fact  that  these  woods  were  occupied  by  In- 
dians, and  that  it  would  have  requir  ed  a large  escort 
to  protect  the  woodcutters,  and  transportation  to 
bring  soldiers  to  perform  this  duty  from  other  sta- 
tions where  their  presence  W’as  more  needed.  1 
mention  these  things  only  in  justice  to  my  prede- 
cessor. No  such  transaction  has  taken  (dace  under 
the  present  administration.  It  is  equally  due  to  the 
several  commanders  in  Florida,  to  state,  and  I do  it 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in  the  Creek  and 
Florida  wars,  more  Indians  have  been  destroyed, 
captured  and  removed,  than  in  all  former  wars  against 
Indian  tribes  since  the  commencement  of  our  go- 
vernment; and  that  this  has  been  accomplished  under 
the  most  difficult  and  discouraging  circumstances. 

Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  these  wars,  the 
administration,  by  its  energetic  efforts  to  produce 
economy  in  the  public  expenditures,  has  been  ena- 
bled to  effect  a large  reduction  in  the  appropriations, 
amounting  annually,  if  averaged,  to  not  less  than 
$4,000,000. 

I will  close  the  observations  which  I have  felt  it 
my  duty  to  make  on  the  subject  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  government,  wilh  an  extract  from  a letter  ad- 
dressed by  the  president,  on  the  15th  inst.  to  a citi- 
zen of  Tennessee,  in  reply  to  an  interrogatory, 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  there  could  be  any  further 
reduction  of  the  expenditures  of  the  government, 
without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  people. 

“I  do  not  doubt  the  practicability  of  a f urther  re- 
duction m the  expenditures  of’the  government,  with- 
out detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  people;  and  it 
has  been  the  object  of  my  active  and  unceasing  ex- 
ertion to  cause  it  to  be  made.  The  appropriations 
i for  the  year  1837  were  made  before  I came  into  of- 
fice. Our  ordinary  disbursements,  without  includ- 
ing those  on  the  public  debt,  file  post  office,  and 
the  trust  fund  in  charge  of  the  government,  had  been 
largely  increased  before  the  commencement  of  my 
term,  by  appropriations  for  the  removal  of'  the  In- 
dians, for  repelling  Indian  hostilities,  and  for  other 
less  urgent  expenses  which  grew  out  of  an  over- 
flowing treasury.  Independent  of  the  public  debt 
and  trusts,  the  gross  expenditures  of  seventeen  and 
eighteen  millions  in  1834  and  1835,  had,  by  these 
causes,  swelled  to  twenty- nine  millions  in  1836, 
and  the  appropriations  for  1837,  made  as  before 
stated  previous  to  the  4th  of  March  of  that  year, 
raised  the  expenditure  to  the  very  large  amount  of 
thirty-three  millions.  I caused  immediate  and  un- 
remitting efforts  to  be  made,  throughout  the  public 
service,  to  reduce  these  large  expenditures  as 
speedily  and  to  as  low  a point  as  could  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  public  interest;  an  object  which 
I have  the  best  reason  to  know  was  one  of  great 
solicitude  on  the  part  of  my  predecessor,  though  his 
efforts  io  accomplish  it  were  greatly'  impeded  by 
causes  beyond  his  control.  We  succeeded  during 
the  year  1838  in  somewhat  reducing  the  amount, 
notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  our  Indian  em- 
barrassments, and  the  necessity  for  a longer  time 
to  make  all  such  efforts  completely  sutfeesslui.  The 
results  of  1S39  were  so,  to  the  gratifying  extent  of 
a reduction  of  more  than  seven  millions  below  the 
expenditures  even  of  the  preceding  year.  Of  these 
facts  and  results  congress  were  informed  at  the  last 
session,  and  you  may  judge  for  your3elf  whether 
their  accuracy  has  been  in  any  way  impeached. 

“The  estimates  for  1S40  were  directed  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  limited  to  the 
absolute  requirements  of  the  public  service;  and 
our  best  exertions  have  been  made,  throughout  the 
year,  to  effect  a still  further  reduction.  They  have, 
I am  happy  to  inform  you,  been  crowned  with  the 
desired  success.  The  expendifures  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1S40,  compared  even  with  the  reduced 
amount  of  1S39,  are,  in  round  numbers,  as  follows: 
In  1839,  $12,600,000;  lor  the  same  period  in  1840, 
$10,100,000.  Compared  with  183S,  they  stand 
thus:  in  that  year,  $15,800,000;  in  the  present, 
$10,100,000.  Compared  with  1837,  (being  those 
under  appropriations  made  before-  I came  into  of- 
fice), they  stand  thus:  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1837,  $16,635,000;  and,  as  I have  stated,  in  1810, 
during  the  same  months,  $10,100,000.  Although 
it  cannot  be  stated  with  accuracy  what  the  result  of 
the  whole  year  will  be,  yet,  from  the  best  means  of 
information,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
expenditures  will  not  exceed  $22,000,000.  Only 
using,  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  result,  the 
power  conferred  upon  me  by  congress  to  postpone 
certain  expenditures  under  enumerated  circumstan- 
ces, to  an  extent  which  is  not  likely  to  diminish  the 
actual  expenditures  of  the  year  so  much  as  a mil- 
lion below  what  they  would  otherwise  have  been. 
If  in  this  we  are  successful,  as  I have  very  little 
doubt  we  shall  be,  there  will,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
be  a reduction  of  the  annual  expenditures  since 


1837  of  more  than  eleven  millions  and  a half- — since 
1838,  of  more  than  ten  millions.” 

The  president  is  charged  with  the  intention  of 
proposing  direct  taxation,  because,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  of  congress,  introduced  as  amend- 
ments to  the  original  bill  by  opposition  members, 
the  marshals  and  their  assistants  are  required,  in 
the  progress  of  taking  the  census,  to  collect  certain 
statistical  information,  which  congress  thought 
might  prove  useful  and  instructive.  It  will  be  ap- 
parent, on  the  slightest  examination,  that  no  mea- 
sure of  taxation  could  be  adopted  on  these  proceed- 
ings, as  the  names  erf  the  parties  are  not  required 
or  taken  down  by  the  marshals.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  say  that  the  inference  that  such  was  the 
intention  of  the  president,  or  of  any  member  of  his 
administration,  is  unfounded. 

In  the  case  of  lieutenant  Hooe,  of  the  navy, 
which  has  been  repeatedly  alluded  to  in  order  to 
•prejudice  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  south,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  this  officer  was  convicted  of  caus- 
ing persons  to  be  flogged  contrary  to  law,  not  on 
negro  testimony  at  all,  but  on  the  uneontradicted 
testimony  of  respectable  and  unimpeachable  white 
witnesses;  and  that  the  president  would  not  have 
done  his  duty,  as  the  law  now  stands,  if  he  had  re- 
fused to  confirm  (he  proceedings  of  the  court,  be- 
cause negro  testimony  bearing  on  other  charges 
had  been  introduced,  but  which  did  not  affect  the 
opinion  of  the  court.  That  colored  persons  should 
be  allowed  to  testify  at  all  times  in  southern  ports 
is  I he  fault  of  the  law  s;  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  desired 
that  an  act  might  he  passed  that  should  expressly 
prevent  the  admission  of  uegro  witnesses  in  courts 
martial  equally  as  in  common  law  courts— a mea- 
sure which  was  proposed  in  congress,  and  failed 
only  by  the  opposition  of  the  very  men  who  now 
are  so  clamoious  in  their  censure  of  the  president. 

Some  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  partaken  of 
the  president’s  hospitality,  have  thought  it  decorous 
and  proper  in  rising  from  the  table,  to  denounce  his 
style  of  entertaining  them.  They  talk  of  his  palace 
the  regal  splendor  of  his  furniture,  and  the  magnifi- 
cence of  his  dinners.  The  house,  which  is  vastly 
inferior  in  size  and  appearance  to  many  town  and 
country  mansions  of  individuals  in  other  countries 
was  built  by  order  of  congress,  under  the  direction 
of  general  Washington;  and  the  furniture  spoken  of 
was  imported  by  Mr.  Monroe,  “gilt  spoons”  and 
all,  and,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  not  quite  so 
magnificent  in  its  appearance  as  it  was  twenty-four 
years  ago.  I have  dined  with  every  republican 
president  since  tiie  time  of  the  elder  Adams,  and 
can  perceive  no  difference  in  their  style  of  flying 
and  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  except  that  his  is  the 
most  simple. 

I have  thought  it  proper  to  treat  all  these  subjects 
of  attack  upon  the  president,  because  they  are  re- 
lied upon  almost  altogether  by  his  opponents.  The 
gieat  questions  ot  public  policy,  the  vital  principles 
of  government  and  the  important  interests  of  the 
country  are  slightly  touched  upon  or  kept  entirely 
out  of  view.  All  these  questions,  principles  and 
interests,  have  been  practically  developed  by  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  the  last  three  year's, 
and  his  opinions  and  sentiments  in  relation  to  them 
have  been  frequently  and  frankly  avowed.  The 
peace  of  the  country  has  been  honorably  maintained 
and  its  rights  firmly  vindicated;  the  rights  of  the 
states,  as  we  understand  them  at  the  south,  inviola- 
bly preserved,  and  our  peculiar  interests  inflexibly 
protected.  ■' 

The  vexed  question  of  Mexican  claims,  which 
threatened  to  involve  our  country  in  a war  with  our 
sister  republic,  is  in  a fair  way  to  be  adjusted,  and 
our  citizens  who  have  suffered  in  their  commercial 
interests  theie,  are  likely' soon  to  be  indemnified  for 
their  losses. 

The  long  protracted  question  of  our  northeastern 
boundary,  which  so  seriously  menaced  tile  peace  of 
the  country,  has  by  the  wisdom,  moderation,  and 
firmness  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  been  placed  in  a train 
to  be  amicably  settled.  The  report  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  bv  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  an  ex  parte  survey  and  examina- 
tion of  the  disputed  boundary,  contained  such  novel 
and  startling  statements,  tha't  the  president  deemed 
it  expedient  to  appoint  a commission  on  our  part  to 
examine  the  same  ground,  in  the  confident  expec- 
tation that  a pro  re  deliberate  survey  will  correct 
the  errors  into  which  the  British  commissioners 
have,  as  we  believe,  been  led  by  too  much  precipi- 
tation . In  the  mean  time,  the  negociation  for  the  joint 
commission  permanently  to  adjust  the  boundary,  is 
in  continued  progress,  and  will  probably  be  conclud- 
ed before  the  meeting  of  congress.  To  do  justice  to 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  throughout  the  u hole  of 
this  transaction,  you  must  compare  the  present  con- 
dition of  this  question  wilh  that  which  existed  at 
the  close  of  the  session  of  1839.  At  that  period 
congress  so  fully  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
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war  might  grow  out  of  the  delicate  and  embarrass- 
ing situation  in  which  the  two  nations  were  placed, 
that  they  voluntarily  and  unanimously  confided  to 
the  president  the  means  of  meeting  the  danger,  if 
it  should  arise;  and  an  act  of  confidence  which  fur- 
nishes a remarkable  commentary  upon  the  abuse 
lavished  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren  by  his  opponents,  in 
and  out  ot  congress.  It  may  not  be-  improper  to 
state  here,  as  an  instance  of  the  unfair  charges  made 
by  the  opponents  of  the  government  to  deceive  the 
people,  that  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
appropriated  on  that  occasion,  to  be  used  by  the 
president  in  defence  of  the  country,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, not  one  cent  of  which  was  expended  or 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  is  put  down  in  some  of 
the  statateinents  among  the  items  to  swell  the 
apparent  amount  of  annual  appropriations  and  ex- 
penditures. 

The  conduct  of  our  foreign  relations  has,  in  ail 
former  political  contests,  been  a fruitful  theme  cfl 
invective  against  the  existing  administration.  They 
affect  the  whole  country,  its  interests  and  honor,  and 
the  nation  is  at  all  times  most  sensitive  with  regard 
to  them.  The  president  cannot  spend  a dollar  with- 
out a previous  appropriation  by  congress;  but  may, 
by  a single  act  ol  indiscretion  in  the  management 
of  its  foreign  affairs,  involve  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try; and  although  the  last  four  years  have  presented 
difficulties  in  our  foreign  relations,  seldom  if  ever 
surpassed,  we  yet  see  the  extraordinary  spectacle 
of  a presidential  canvass  carried  on  with  unprece- 
dented severity,  without  one  word  being  uttered 
against  the  conduct  of  the  executive  in  this  most 
important  and  delicate  of  his  official  duties,  and 
that  in  which  lie,  more  than  in  any  otiier,  acts  by 
himself. 

To  this  former  conduct  you  must  look  for  his  fu- 
ture course  in  all  that  concerns  the  rights  of  the 
south  and  the  rights  of  the  states.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
regarded  the  national  bank  not  only  as  unconstitu- 
tional, but  as  a fearful  political  engine,  calculated 
to  subjugate  the  whole  union  to  a money  power, 
and  to  foreign  influence — to  subject  the  weaker  to 
the  stronger  class,  arid  to  expose  all  interests  to  un- 
equal taxation,  without  any  corresponding  benefit, 
and  possessing  the  power  by  its  control  over  the 
currency  and  the  prices  of  commodities,  to  depress 
or  elevate  their  nominal  value,  as  the  moneyed  or 
political  interests,  of  the  corporation  might  di- 
rect. Influenced  by  these  considerations,  lie  de- 
clared uncompromising  hostility  to  the  national 
bank,  and  has  encountered  its  powerful  hostility  in 
return. 

In  another  measure  of  still  greater  imporlance  to 
the  south,  and  involving  the  peace  of  the  union, 
Mr.  Vail  Buren  is  found  with  the  state  rights  party. 
The  desire  at  one  time  so  prevalent 'at  the  north,  to 
secure  to  one  species  of  industry  an  undue  advan- 
tage over  others,  was  defeatid  by  his  eloquent  ap- 
peal to  the  justice  and  good  feeling  of  his  country- 
men at  Albany;  and  from  that  period  the  sound 
sense  of  the  democracy  of  tile  north  has  gradually 
overcome  a system  of  speculation  so  destructive  to 
the  south;  and,  without  injury  to  honest  industry 
in  any  quarter,  converted  a monopoly  of  individu- 
als into  a simple  revenue  tax,  leaving  in  the  pockets 
of  the  tax  payers  countless  millions.  For  this 
course  of  policy,  by  which  you  have  been  so  large- 
ly benefitteri,  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  encountered  tile 
opposition  of  the  numerous  and  wealthy  monopo- 
lisls  who  are  interested  in  fastening  upon  the  coun- 
try a high  proteclive  tariff.  Connected  with  this 
subject,  and  entirely  dependent  upon  it,  is  that  of 
internal  improvements  by  the  general  government. 
Without  this  means  of  absorbing  the  surplus  re- 
venues resulting  from  a high  tariff,  it  must  have 
been  reduced,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  entitled  to 
your  gratitude,  for  uniting  with  general  Tackson 
in  measures  which  put  an  end  to  that  system, 
and  led  to  the  reduction  of  the  high  duties  which 
bore  so  oppressively  upon  the  industry  of  the 
south. 

The  efforts  of  Georgia  to  remove  the  Cherokee?, 
had  been  foiled  by  the  preceding  administration, 
and  the  federalists  of  the  north  united  to  oppose 
this  favorite  measure  of  general  Jackson.  Nothing 
that  their  enmity  and  activity  could  devise,  was  left 
undone,  to  fasten  this  population  upon  Georgia, 
Tennessee  and  Alabama.  Emissaries  were  sent 
among  tile  Cherokees  to  urge  the  Indians  to  resis- 
tance, ami  John  Ross  and.  his  adherents  were  en- 
couraged in  their  contumacy,  and  even  foreign  in- 
fluence invoked  to  put  down  the  state  laws  and 
prostrate  the  policy  of  the  administration.  Dur- 
um the  whole  of  this  protracted  and  unprecedent- 
ed struggle,  Mr.  Van  Buren  co-operated  with  ge- 
tr-ml  Jackson  o free  the  south  from  this  Indian  po- 
pulation, while  those  who  are  now  his  opponents, 
i;  ft  nothing  undone  to  defeat  a measure  so  important 
■ o southern  interests,  and  which  was  only  finally 
consummated  under  ins  administration. 


The  last  in  the  progress  of  attacks  to  be  appre- 
hended by  the  weaker  portion  of  the  union,  is  that 
which  strikes  at  the  slave  property  of  the  south; 
and  at  the  domestic  security  and  peace  of  its  citizens. 
Combinations  are  forming  at  home  and  abroad  to 
render  the  labor  on  which  its  prosperity  depends, 
not  only  valueless,  but  dangerous  to  tne  existence 
of  society;  to  exclude  its  products  from  general 
use,  and  substitute  those  of  India  in  their  stead;  and 
to  breed  a spirit  of  discontent  among  the  negroes, 
and  encourage  their  escape  from  their  masters,  by 
laws  enacted,  and  upheld  in  violation  of  express 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  In  every  stage  of 
this  destructive  policy,  Mr.  Vail  Buren  has  used  his 
personal  and  political  influence  to  stay  its  progress, 
and  at  this  moment  he  stands  in  the  breach  assailed 
by  all  the  ancient  enemies  of  the  south,  and  by  the 
new  foes,  who  have  arisen  on  every  side,  and  who 
strike  directly  at  its  prosperity  and  peace;  and  will 
the  south  be  so  utterly  regardless  of  its  own  inte- 
rests as  to  lend  its  aid  to  raise  this  party  to  power, 
and  abandon  thp  democracy  of  the  north,  who  actu- 
ated by  a proper  respect  for  their  constitutional  ob- 
ligations, have  hitherto  supported  them  against  the 
a boti  t ion  ists? 

Of  general  Harrison’s  principles  and  intentions 
nothing  can  be  known;  but  those  of  the  friends  that 
surround  him,  and  of  the  party  that  sustain  hi  in, 
are  well  understood.  He  receives  the  support  of 
the  abolitionists,  and  of  the  friends  of  a national 
bank,  of  a high  protective  tariff,  of  extensive 
schemes  of  internal  improvements,  of  the  assumption 
of  state  debts,  and  of  the  distribution  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  states,  which  would  prove  the  most 
powerful  means  of  establishing  and  continuing  a 
high  tariff'  of  duties.  He  therefore  stands  commit- 
ted in  favor  of  interests  abhorent  to  the  south,  and 
against  which  the  democracy  of  the  union  have 
struggled  so  manfully,  and  thus  far  successfully. 
The  elections,  as  far  as  they  have  gone,  display  a 
fearful  combination  of  fanaticism  and  moneyed  in- 
terest in  favor  of  this  candidate;  and  the  south,  if 
faithless  to  its  interest,  is  exposed  to  have  imposed 
upon  it  a consolidated  government,  by  the  mistaken 
policy  of  its  own  misguided  sons,  appropriating  its 
vast  means  to  promote  measures  and  execute  pro- 
jects inimical  to  the  principles  and  directly  opposed 
to  the  interests  of  that  portion  of  the  union. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  CHARLESTON. 

The  following  letter  is  in  answer  to  an  invitation 
to  attend  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  col.  John- 
son to  Detroit,  on  the  23th  of  September. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Sept.  17,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I was  yesterday  honored  with 
your  invitation  of  August  26,  to  meet  the  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  on  the  28th  instant,  at 
Detroit. 

The  compliment  which  you  pay  him  is  one  of 
those  political  movements  from  which  I have  kept’ 
aloof,  though  I am  free  to  confess  my  opinion  is, 
that  the  administration  of  which  he  forms  so  conspi- 
cuous a part,  has  acted  for  the 7 benefit  of  our  union , 
and  does  not  deserve  the  vituperation  with  which  it  is 
assailed. 

D may  perhaps  tend  to  show  the  spirit  of  some  of 
its  opponents,  when  so  humble  an  individual  as  1 
am,  and  for  so  many  years  a citizen,  though  I must 
confess  to  the  crime  of  having  been  born  in  a dis- 
tant land,  and  of  having  voluntarily  come  hither, 
dare  not  express  this  simple  opinion  without  being 
denounced  in  unmeasured  terms,  and  the  persons 
whose  religion  l teach,  threatened  wilh  extermi- 
nation if  it  be  discovered  that  from  any  cause 
there  shall  be  found  a majority  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  in  any  district  where  Catholics  are  nume- 
rous. 

I have  suffered  insult  and  oppression  under  the 
penal  code  against  my  religion  in  Ireland,  and  I 
came  hither  flattering  myself  with  the  expectation 
that  there  existed  at  least  freedom  of  thought,  and 
liberty  for  any  citizen  to  express  his  opinions  that 
the  public  officers  of  Hie  union  were  not  guilty  of 
that  mal-admlnistration  which  wa3  imputed  tolhem 
by  their  competitors.  I have  more  than  once  been 
convinced  of  my  mistake;  and  if  iny  religion  and 
its  professors  are  to  be  made  the  victims  of  my  ima- 
gining that  in  our  republic,  Catholics,  like  other 
citizens,  had  liberty  of  political  opinions,  expression 
and  action,  I would  far  prefer  being  again  in  my 
former  position;  for  the  Orangeism  of  Ireland  is 
mercy  compared  to  the  insolence  of  those  who  here 
insult  us  by  their  expressions  of  kindness  and  con- 
decension,  whilst  they  threaten  us  with  extermina- 
tion unless  we  stoop  to  he  their  slaves. 

1 am  aware,  gentlemen,  that  they  who  are  thus 
disposed  iri  our  regard,  do  not  form  the  American 
people,  but  I know  that  they  are  numerous  and  ac- 
tive, and  I should  regret  for  the  sake  of  our  repub- 
lican institutions,  that  they  had  the  power  to  work 


their  will.  They  would  indeed  begin  with  the  Ca- 
tholics, but  others  would  soon  feel  the  effects  of 
their  success. 

I take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a couple  of  pa- 
pers which  will  show  the  occasion  of  my  remarks. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

f JOHN,  bishop  of  Charleston. 

TO  THE  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

It  is  the  object  of  a state  or  political  society  where 
liberty  prevails,  to  make  the  people’s  will  the  ruling 
principle  of  government.  It  is  the  purpose  of  a 
sect  or  a religious  society  to  secure  or  promote  obe- 
dience to  tiie  will  of  God.  And  it  is  the  aim  of 
classes  of  people  connected  by  similarity  of  circum- 
stances, to  aim  at  the  temporal  aggrandisement  of 
their  own  order. 

In  every  country,  the  principles  of  the  state, 
the  sect  and  the  class — or  the  politics,  religion 
and  vocation  of  men,  exert  an  influence  on  one 
another,  and  determine  the  general  course  of  opi- 
nion. At  all  times  some  of  these  elements  are  in 
conflict,  and  it  is  generally  when  two  of  these  be- 
come paramount  over  the  rest,  and  contend  for 
mastery,  one  over  the  other,  that  revolutions  re- 
sult. 

Perhaps  the  most  prominent  classes  which  have 
been  arrayed  against  each  other  in  modern  or  in  any 
times,  have  been  those  of  capital  and  labor,  of  per- 
sons and  property. 

In  all  the  civilized  governments  of  Europe,  and 
of  old,  no  political  power  was  conceded  to  persons 
without  property.  And  it  was,  as  I remarked  in 
my  last  paper,  the  peculiar  and  pre-eminent  glory 
of  William  Penn  and  his  followers,  to  be  the  first 
of  all  the  world  to  recognise  the  right  of  the  person 
without  property  to  he  a citizen  or  a voter.  In 
all  the  other  colonial  charters  and  state  constitu- 
f tions  up  to  the  adoption  of  our  present  constitu- 
1 lion  of  the  United  States,  a property  qualification 
i was  required  for  electors  and  officers.  Since  then 
i many  of  the  states  have  abolished  it,  but  several 

• still  retain  that  feature.  It  was  from  the  state  and 
1 colony  of  Pennsylvania  that  the  framers  of  the 

federal  constitution  borrowed  the  precept  and  prac- 
tice of  universal  suffrage;  and  ils  primitive  establish- 
ment in  Pennsylvania  was  the  effect  not  only  of  the 
peculiar  tenets,  but  the  very  genius  of  the  Quaker 
i religion. 

The  evil  of  riches,  and  the  love  of  money,  have 
long  been  topics  oT  discourse  with  moralists  and 
ministers.  But  the  “Friends”  reduced  theory  to 
l practice,  and  cut  off'  by  their  discipline  the  very 

• objects  of  avarice.  They  expressly  prohibit  super- 
t fiuity  of  apparel,  of  diet,  of  furniture,  and  of  habi- 
tation, and  by  thus  rendering  superfluous  wealth 

f useless,  destroyed  all  motive  for  its  accumulation, 
t’  But  William  Penn  and  his  brother  colonists  very 
, naturally  considered  that  if  property  were  made 

- indispensable  for  political  privilege  and  honor,  a 
, very  strong  stimulant  of  avarice  would  still  remain, 
s They  therefore  wisely  and  religiously  cut  the  con- 
nection between  avarice  and  ambition.  They  di- 

f vested  mammon  of  the  dignity  of  his  robes  of  office, 

1 and  left  him  to  remain  among  men,  as  well  as 
t among  the  fallen  angels,  “the  least  erect  of  all  the 

• spirits  that  fell.”  How  well  tiave  the  conclusions 
, of  philosophy  and  the  history  of  twenty  centuries 
; verified  the  holy  oracle,  “that  the  love  of  money 
i is  the  root  of  all  evil.”  Mammon  has  been  the  fa- 

- vorite  idol  of  the  world,  and  has  been  bloodier 
; than  Moloch,  viler  than  Belial,  prouder  than  Luei- 
i fer,  nay,  all  the  other  vices  seem  at  least  to  be  ren- 

- dering  homage  to  avarice.  Ambition,  vanity  and 
appetite,  have  all  become  its  parasites.  William 

i Penn  and  bis  associates  drove  the  money  changers 
[ out  of  the  temple  of  liberty,  as  their  great  ex- 
i emplar  did  out  of  the  temple  of  religion.  And  by 
i the  constitution  of  the  union  and  most  of  the 
t states,  avarice  is  no  longer  recognised  as  a con- 
f stituent,  much  less  the  supreme  principle  of  govern- 
i inenl. 

i But  although  excluded  from  the  constitution,  the 
1 money  power  has  been  received  into  the  legislature 

- of  the  country,  fikme-y  holders  have  been  associ- 
r aled  by  law,  endowed  with  protracted  continuity  of 
i existence,  and  surrounded  with  privileges  and  im- 
r munities.  They  have  been  authorised  to  contract 
3 debts,  without  being  bound  to  the  extent  of  their 
3 property  to  pay  them,  or  ..object  to  imprisonment 

- for  refusing.  And  they  have  the  exclusive  privilege 

- of  supplying  the  paper  .circulation  of  the  union, 
amounting  commonly  to  about  one  hundred  and 

s forty  millions,  which  is  a standing  loan  from  the 
l people  to  them  of  that  amount  without  interest,  and 

- with  its  attendant  advantage'-,  is  more  than  equal  to 

- an  annual  gift  of  at  least  teh  millions  of  dollars. 
i The  banking  capital  of  the  union  is  nominally  three 
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hundred  and  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  is  held 
by  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  men,  the  most 
ot  it  piobably  by  about  fifty  thousand,  many  of 
whom  are  aliens  and  foreigners.  These  men,  with 
this  money,  have  been  erected  by  legislative  autho- 
rity into  a privileged  order,  with  control  over  the 
currency,  credit,  commerce,  property  and  labor  of 
the  republic.  They  lend  four  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  have  the  power  to  establish  or 
overthrow  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  of  classes, 
and  sections  of  the  country. 

This  is  a power  as  great  or  greater  than  any  pri- 
vileged order  has  ever  yet  possessed  under  any  go- 
vernment. This-  is  a power  which  exceeds  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  powers  conferred  by  the  people 
through  the  constitution  on  all  their  public  agents 
who  administer  the  government.  This  is  a power 
able  to  govern  or  overthrow  any  government.  This 
is  a sovereign  power.  Let  us  consider  how  it  has 
been  exercised. 

The  leading  and  lauded  maxim  of  the  banker 
is  to  give  facility  to  the  business  of  the  country; 
that  is  to  give  credit  to  commerce.  This  is  the 
avowed  principle  and  standing  boast  of  banking. 
And  although  its  sincerity  has  been  often  question- 
ed, its  utility  has  not,  that  l know,  been  denied. 
But  I now  deny  it.  And  I assert  that  commerce 
neither  needs  nor  merits  more  credit  or  political 
favor  than  agriculture  or  manufactures.  Com- 
merce is  not  more  useful  or  noble  than  either  of 
them — and  as  it  is  in  fact  more  fashionable  and 
attractive,  it  requires  less  extraneous  aid  than  either. 
Why  then  should  three  hundred  and  forty  millions 
of  capital  be  collected  into  masses,  gifted  with  the 
use  of  a hundred  millions  of  credit,  exempted  from 
the  vissitudes  of  mortality  and  of  fortune,  placed 
beyond  the  natural  laws  of  our  being  and  the  obli- 
gations of  civil  society,  w'ith  all  incidental  and  re- 
sulting powers  for  the  purpose  of  atlording  facilities 
to  business. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  commerce  has  no  paramount 
claims  over  agriculture  or  manufactures,  but  is  ra- 
ther less  entitled  to  public  favor  than  either,  how’ 
absurd  must  the  policy  appear  of  conferring  that 
favor  at  their  expense?  And  this  is  the  very  evil 
of  our  present  banking  system.  Government  has 
given  to  banking  capital  alone  the  use  and  profit  of 
tile  common  circulation  of  the  country.  Every  men, 
therefore  who  holds  banking  capital,  realises  the 
interests,  not  only  on  the  stock  he  subscribed,  but 
on  about  one-third  of  the  amount  more  from  circu- 
lation. The  consequence  is,  and  has  been,  that 
capital  forsakes  agriculture  and  manufactures,  on 
which  no  bounty  is  conferred  by  government,  logo 
into  banking  and  commence. — Thus  are  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  two  most  useful  branches  of  our  in- 
dustry drawn  off,  to  be  wasted  on  the  other.  I say  to 
be  wasted.  For  as  has  been  already  remarked,  the 
mercantile,  lile  is  more  fashionable  and  attractive 
than  the  hard  work  of  the  farmer  and  artizan,  and 
always  secures  without  government  aid  its  full  pro- 
portion of  capital,  the  talent  and  population  of  the 
community.  Nay,  so  seductive  has  been  that  voca- 
tion to  all  who  wish  to  evade  the  curse  of  earning 
their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  that  the 
competition  and  conflict  of  capital  and  skill  in  mer- 
cantile life  is  usually  too  great — is  suicidal — is 
wasteful  of  mental  and  monetary  energy.  The  ad- 
dition of  enormous  credit  and  favor  aggravates  the 
morbid  inflamatory  action  of  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  biiug  on  derangement  and  disorganization  in 
business,  such  as  we  have  constantly  beheld  since 
our  system  was  adopted. 

It  cannot  be  asserted  with  reason,  that  the  accu- 
mulation of  credit  in  commerce,  is  the  salutary  and 
appropriate  mode  of  applying  it  to  agriculture  and 
manufactures.  That  would  he  to  reverse  their  ac- 
tual and  recognized  order.  Commerce  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  subordinate  and  dependent  on  them  — 
this  would  subject  them  to  her,  nor  can  it  be  main- 
tained that  our  present  system  is  equally  favorable 
in  its  direct  dispensations  of  credit  to  all  in  propor- 
tion to  their  wants.  We  have  seeathe  importations 
of  the  country  which  directly  result  from  mer- 
cantile action  constantly  running  to  excess,  with 
the  progress  of  our  banking  system.  Precisely  at 
the  moment  when  our  bank  circulation  was  the 
highest,  our  excess  of  imports  was  the  highest — 
being  sixty  millions  beyond  the  exports — the  high- 
est excess  known  for  a long  period;  and  in  fact  the 
excess  of  our  imports  was  about  the  excess  of  our 
circulation. 

It  will  not  avail  to  contend  that  this  was  abuse 
and  overaelion  of  the  banking  system.  It  was  over- 
action, and  it  is  by  overaction  in  all  cases  that 
the  specific  effect  and  tendency  of  all  principles 
are  tested.  There  was  no  overaciion  on  agricul- 
ture it  is  confessed — nor  was  there  any  on  manu- 
factures; the  present  depression  of  those  interests 
results  from  the  mercantile  revulsion — nottheirown 
excesses. 


And  this  operation  of  the  system  is  not  acciden- 
tal and  casual,  but  uniform  and  inevitable.  Banks 
must  be  in  cities  where  commerce  is  carried  on — 
and  money  must  chiefly  be  in  the  bands  of  mer- 
.chants,  although  the  aggregate  property  of  that 
class  is  not  near  so  great  as  the  farmers.  Except- 
ing therefore  the  few  who  deal  exclusively  in  mo- 
ney in  tile  large  cities,  the  merchants  from  their 
location  and  vocation  must  have  control  of  the 
banks.  And  thus  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth 
is  dependent  on  the  will,  the  reason,  and  the  fortunes 
of  a class  of  men  and  branch  of  business,  not  se- 
lected for  that  purpose  by  the  people,  nor  qualified 
lor  the  trust  by  any  natural  or  conventional  pre- 
sumptions of  virtue,  talent,  interest  or  sentiment 
beyond  an  equal  number  of  the  rest  of  the  citizens. 
And  this  great  power  has  been  conferred  by  tile 
state  governments  in  granting  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege  of  a credit  circulation.  This  money  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  thus  created  stronger  than  the 
political  power,  is  given  to  those  only  who  have  a 
property  qualification — to  the  man  who  can  pay  for 
the  stock,  and  in  a proportion  to  the  amount  of 
stocktaken.  The  actual  controlling  effective  go- 
vernment of  the  country  is  now,  therefore,  no  longer 
a government  of  persons  as  the  constitution  pre- 
scribes, but  of  property — not  of  men  out  of  money. 
We  have  gone  back,  therefore,  and  are  going  back 
from  free  principles.  We  have  overthrown  in  prac- 
tice (lie  fundamental  declaration  in  our  bills  of  rights, 
we  have  abrogated  the  doctrine  of  Wm.  Penn.  And 
not  simply  t he  political  principle  which  he  es- 
tablished, but  a most  important  religious  princi- 
ple, vigorously  eulorced  by  the  Quakers,  and  uni- 
formly acknowledged  by  ail  the  sects  and  mora- 
lists. 

In  our  country,  the  merchants  engaged  in  the  im- 
port trade,  comprehend,  the  greater  part  for  wealth 
and  number  of  all  the  vocation.  And  our  import 
trade  comprehends  nearly  all  the  luxuries  and  super- 
fluities we  use.  The  Quakers  as  a sect,  and  as  in- 
dividuals are  opposed  to  the  use  of  all  these,  and 
testify  by  constant  precepts  and  examples  against 
them . But  they  are  now  called  upon  as  citizens  to 
aid  in  continuing  not  only  the  approbation  of  sur- 
plus capital  and  the  whole  credit  of  one  hundred 
millions  of  ciiculation,  but  the  credit  and  revenue 
of  government,  to  a class,  to  be  chiefly  devoted  to 
that  trade — consolidating  the  surplus  capital  of  the 
country  and  the  mighty  energy  of  an  hundred  mil- 
lions of  credit  currency,  with  all  the  fiscal  power  of 
government,  to  promote  the  expansion  of  that  busi- 
ness which  is  most  flourishing  when  it  carries  the 
gratifications  of  vanity,  of  pride  and  ot  appetite  to 
the  cabin  doors  of  the  frontiers,  and  supplies  thorn 
there  on  credit.  The  customs  of  the  people,  and 
their  habits,  aie  depraved  at  the  expense  of  fie 
quent  revolutions  and  embarrassments,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  additional  toil  and  slavery,  at  the  expense 
of  nobler  and  holier  purposes  of  human  life,  that 
must  be  sacrificed  to  sustain  increased  expense, 
extravagance  and  display.  In  ancient  republics, 
which  were  both  idolatrous  and  aristocratic,  simpli 
city  of  manners  were  deemed  so  essential  to  liberty 
as  to  be  enforced  by  sumptuary  laws.  But  in  our 
Christian  democracy,  the  mightiest  powers  of  go- 
vernment are  applied  to  the  enervation  and  corrup- 
tion of  the  people.  It  has  been  the  maxim  of  po- 
litical philosophers  that  virtue  is  the  ruling  principle 
of  republics.  In  ours  we  have  exalted  avarice  and 
vanity  to  the  extreme  sway. 

These  considerations  are  of  enough  moment  and 
magnitude  to  secure  at  least  a serious  attention  to 
the  principles  of  the  great  controversy  now  going 
on. 

It  is  contended  that  the  constitutional  treasury 
law  confers  on  the  president  the  power  of  the  purse, 
by  giving  him  the  custody  of  the  public  money. — 
Well,  who  ought  to  have  it,  then?  Congress.  Bu 
congress  is  not  always  in  session,  and  who  will  keep 
it  in  the  recess?  Some  agent  of  congress.  And  is 
an  agent  of  congress  more  worthy  of  such  a trust 
than  the  elect  of  three  millions  of  voters?  Besides, 
when  congress  is  in  session,  some  man  must  keep 
the  keys  of  the  treasury.  But  if  it  is  restored  to  the 
banks,  why,  experience  tells  ns  by  their  repeated 
suspensions,  that  they  will  always  be  ready  to  sac- 
rifice their  faith  to  the  government  to  their  interests. 
Political  ambition  may  violate  such  a trust  in  our 
countiy — that  is  conjecture.  But  mercantile  avarice 
and  speculation  have  repeatedly  done  so — that  is 
fact  and  history.  But  the  objections  made  to  the 
president’s  custody  of  the  public  money  are  insin- 
cere. The  public  deposites  were  removable  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  according  to  the  charter 
of  the  United  States  bank  as  well  as  the  I.iIh  state 
bank  deposite  law,  and  he  holds  his  office  at  the  will 
of  i he  president.  No  party  objected  to  the  provi- 
sion, for  its  prosperity,  if  not  necessity,  was  obvi- 
ous to  all. 


I will  not  discuss  the  objection  that  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  provides  one  currency  lor  the  people,  ano- 
ther for  government-  Its  absurdity  is  plan  to  every 
man  of  reflection. 

It  is  now  almost  four  years  since  the  banks  pos- 
sessed, in  addition  to  their  circulation  and  other  pri- 
vileges, the  use  of  the  public  deposiles  of  the  U. 
Stales,  amt  their  paper  was  receivable  in  payment 
of  public  dues.  By  tbeir  infidelity  to  their  duties 
to  both  government  and  the  people,  the  connection 
between  them  and  the  general  government  has  been 
dissolved.  And,  according  to  the  independent  trea- 
sury law,  lately  passed,  the  public  money  remains 
in  t lie  hands  ol  collectors  and  receiveis  until  paid 
out  on  appropriations  of  law. 

The  great  contest  now  going  on  is  to  determine 
whether  ihis  separation  of  government  from  bank  is 
to  continue.  The  banks  wish  to  repossess  the  pub- 
lic deposites.  The  merchants  desire  either  that  they 
should  be  restored  to  the  local  banks,  or  placed  in  a 
new  United  States  bank,  where,  as  before,  they  can 
secure  the  use  of  the  money.  Is  this  the  interests 
of  the  peoople?  Is  it  the  duty  of  a plain  and  frugal 
society  to  apply  the  additional  stimulus  of  public 
money  and  public  credit  to  the  traffic  ol  the  vices; 
to  promote  designs  of  avarice  and  vanity,  and  to 
secure  the  predominance  of  indulgence  over  indus- 
trj?  Are  not  Hie  hundred  millions  of  credit  in  cir- 
culation now  devoted  in  that  manner,  enough?  Are 
not  tbe  effects  sufficiently  striking  and  instructive? 
No  evil  is  more  glaring  than  the  sudden  increase, 
of  late  years,  in  domestic  expenditure;  and  the  so- 
ciety of  Friends  has  experienced  peculiar  difficulty 
in  enforcing  the  regulations  of  its  discipline  amongst 
its  members,  on  this  subject.  Costly  and  fashiona- 
ble dress  and  furniture,  dwelling,  and  diet,  have 
prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent  amongst  fhem;  and 
now,  whilst  at  every  meeting  of  business,  they  are 
seriously  and  solemnly  inquiring  into  the  state  and 
progress  of  this  evil  among  themselves,  they  are 
called  on  to  support  politically  a system  of  fiscal 
management  that  lends  their  own  money  and  credit 
as  citizens  to  promote  the  purchase  and  sale,  to  ex- 
tend the  use  and  example  ol  foreign  finery  and  luxu- 
ry amongst  us.  We  have  seen  how  difficult  it  is  to 
resist  the  insidious  progress  of  vice,  with  all  the 
array  of  reason  and  religion.  How  can  further  op- 
position avaii,  when  the  political  wisdom  of  the  land 
shall  deliberately  apply  the  aggregated  industry  of 
the  country,  collected  by  taxation,  to  increase  the 
evil. 

But  it  is  contended  that  by  increasing  our  propor- 
tion of  metallic  circulation,  the  prices  of  porperty 
and  labor  will  fall.  This  idea  is  contraiy  to  fact  and 
to  reason.  Cuba  has  a currency  purely  metallic, 
and  in  no  country  are  the  prices  higher.  Texas  has 
now  tbe  most  exclusive  paper  currency;  do  laborers 
get  better  employment— do  our  products  find  a bet- 
ter market  there  than  elsewhere?  We  all  know  that 
fluctuation  anti  uncertainty  are  the  principal  evils 
of  our  money  system;  we  must  know  that  a larger 
proportion  ol  specie  would  render  it  more  stable  and 
uniform.  As  for  the  regulation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  nothing  could  be  more  uncertain  — 
Tiie  late  bank  was  as  irregular,  almost,  as  any  local 
bank;  a new  one  must  be  governed  either  by  the 
political  power  or  the  money  power,  of  the  coun- 
try. In  one  case  it  becomes  the  engine  of  party 
with  all  its  violence  and  vicissitudes;  in  the  other  it 
is  the  creature  of  avarice  and  speculation,  with  all 
their  depravity  and  revulsion. 

An  expanded  paper  system,  therefore,  whether 
under  the  control  of  state  or  federal  banks,  is  detri- 
mental alike  (o  the  property,  morals  and  liberty  of 
the  land.  Frequent  expansions  and  suspensions 
render  the  multiplication  and  violation  of  engage- 
ments habitual,  and  lend  the  sanction  of  custom* to 
bad  faith.  The  sanctity  of  truth  itself,  the  great 
fundamental  principle  ol  society  and  religion,  is  in- 
.aded,  and  the  moral  decomposition  of  the  country 
goes  fearfully  off . This  downward  career  is  rapidly 
accelerated  when  the  paper  system  acquires  control 
over  the  government,  and  stimulates  its  fiscal  action. 
F.uifl  and  internal  improvement  laws,  which  take 
hie  money  of  the  country  from  industry,  to  be 
appropriated  by  power,  and  create  a mighty  current 
ot  money  towards  the  treasury,  tfoin  which  it  never 
returns  to  the  same  pockets  it  left,  all  tend  to  the 
consolidation  o(  a great  moneyed  despotism,  to 
blight,  to  corrode,  to  corrupt,  to  enslave  the  hearts, 
the  minds,  the  spirits,  and  persons  of  the  people. 

The  society  ot  Friends  are  solemnly  bound,  at 
this  crisis,  to  assert,  though  the  ballot  box,  the  puri- 
ty °f  their  political  principles,  and  protect  themselves 
and  their  property,  as  well  as  their  fellow  citizens, 
irujJi  the  triumph  oi  a system  ot  ^oyernm'-nt  against 
they  were  led  by  William  Penn,  with  a^iory 
which  has  never  been  eclipsed  by  the  sons  of  fiber- 

I ty,  on  her  proudest  bat  tie  field. 

1 ' HUBERT  BARCLAY. 
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CHRONICLE. 

American  antiquities.  At  a large  meeting  of  the 
society  of  northern  antiquaries  at  Copenhagen,  a com- 
munication was  read  from  Dr.  Lund,  now  in  the  Bra- 
zils, respecting  a very  old  large  citv,  the  buildings  of 
which  are  of  hewn  stone,  lately  discovered  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Bahia.  Professor  Schuk  inferred,  from  the 
attached  specimens  of  inscriptions,  that  the  city  was 
founded  by  the  Sandinavians,  during  their  residence  in 
or  occupation  of  the  country.  The  signification  of  a 
figure,  erected  on  an  immense  pillar,  which  stretches 
out  its  right  arm  and  points  with  the  forefinger  to  the 
north  pole,  appears  to  be  singularly  remarkable. 

Arkansas  election.  There  is  no  opposition  to 
Yell,  (V.  B.)  for  governor.  For  the  congressman  we 
have  returns  from  only  3 counties,  which  show  an  ag- 
gregate whig  gain  of  133,  since  the  election  of  1838, 
viz: 

Cotigress , 1840.  Congress,  1838. 

Counties.  Foviler,  (IF.)  Cross,  (V.  B.)  W.  V.  B. 
Phillips,  264  287  170  214 

St.  Francis,  123  332  54  240 

Crittenden,  48  maj.  82  139 


435  619  30G  623 

435  306 

Van  Buren  maj.  now,  184  317 

The  vote  in  St.  Francis  county,  is  taken  from  the 
Globe.  Other  papers  state  Cross’  majority  at  only  109, 
which,  if  correct,  would  make  the  whig  gain  in  the  3 
counties  233.  Mr.  Cross’  majority  in  the  state  in  1838, 
was  317. 


Army.  Troops  for  Florida. — The  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  states  that  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-two recruits  for  the  7th  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  lieut.  J.  Van  Horne,  3d  infantry,  were  embarked  on 
Monday  on  board  the  ship  General  Parkhill,  for  Pi- 
latka,  Florida,  via  Savannah.  Lieut.  Stephen,  3d  in- 
Antry,  lieuts.  Sherwood  and  Humber,  7th  infantry, 
and  lieut.  Lugenbeel,  8th  infantry,  were  attached  to 
ihe  command. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road.  A dividend  has 
been  declared  of  82  per  share,  and  a dividend  of  4 per 
cent,  on  the  Washington  branch. 

Bangor,  the  population  of  is — white  males  4,178; 
females,  4,332;  colored  males,  56;  females,  45; — total 
8,611.  The  census  of  1830  was  2,868;  1835,7,497; 
and  1837,  8,554. 

Cotton.  At  New  Orleans,  but  few  sales  at  the  last 
quotations— holders  are  waiting  for  later  news. 

At  Mobile  75tol0g  for  old  and  new.  The  new 
crop  thus  far  is  very  uniform,  and  clases  as  strictly  fair: 
775  bales  arrived  on  the  12th  instant. 

From  the  second  to  the  tenth  of  this  month,  there 
were  received  at  New  Orleans  15,777  bales  of  cotton. 
During  that  time  6,573  bales  were  shipped  to  Liver- 
pool, Havana  and  to  different  ports  in  the  U.  States. 
The  whole  stock  on  hand,  not  cleared  on  the  9th  inst. 
was  39,521  bales. 

The  exports  of  cotton  from  New  Orleans  to  Boston, 
duringthe  last  season,  exceeded  the  exports  to  New 
York  duringthe  same  period,  in  the  ratio  of  53,970 
bales  to  49,593  bales — or  in  value  in  the  ratio  of 
§2,120,000  to  §1,830,000;  being  $240,000  in  favor  of 
Boston,  although  the  previous  year  we  find  the  exports 
of  cotton  to  New  York  exceed  those  to  Boston  by 
12  012  bales  or  $480,000. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week,  in  Baltimore2f>  males, 
20  females,  of  which  6 were  colored,  all  free,  and  19 
were  under  1 year  of  age. 

Emigration.  It  is  stated  in  a recent  French  paper, 
that  at  the  port  of  Bremen,  Germans  are  constantly  ar- 
riving from  all  parts  of  their  country,  to  take  passage 
for  North  America.  The  number  of  these  emigrants 
is  every  tlay  increasing;  it  last  year  amounted  to  near- 
ly 13,000  persons,  and  this  year,  of  which  two-thirds 
have  not  expired,  it  has  already  exceeded  17,000.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  ship  builders  are  constantly 
employed  in  building  vessels  capable  of  carrying  a 
great  many  passengers — and  a vessel  of  this  kind  is 
hardly  launched,  before  all  the  places  for  passengers 
are  secured. 

Flour  at  New  York,  for  Genesse  $4  SSa4  94;  at 
Philadelphia,  dull  at  $5;  at  Baltimore  prices  remain 
stationary  at  our  last  quotations.  Inspections  of  last 
week  12  323  bbls.  896  half  hbls.  Sales  were  made  of 
about  2,000  hbls.  at  about  $5,  but  prices  declined  dur- 
ing the  week;  receiving  price  may  be  quoted  at  $4  87j; 
at  Georgetown,  $5  to  5 12|;  at  Mobile,  $6|  to  $6g  tor 
western;  $6f  for  Baltimore;  at  New  Orleans  4^  and  de- 
clining. 

The  New  York  Express  of  the  21st  says:  The  last 
accounts  from  Europe  have  put  an  effectual  check  to 
shipments  of  both  wheat  and  flour.  The  duty  has  ad- 
vanced so  high,  that  no  more  will  go  forward,  until 
some  change  of  price  takes  place. 

Georgia  election.  Returns  are  received  from  all 
the  counties  except  one,  (Baker)  and  report  states  that 
that  has  given  a V.  B.  majority  of  40.  This  would 
leave  a whig  majority  on  the  congressional  ticket  of 
3 990.  The  legislature  stands  as  follows: 

Whigs.  V.  B. 

Senate,  48 

House,  118  88 
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Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot  34,  and  a tie  for  a se- 
nator in  Coweta,  and  two  ties  for  representatives  in 
Madison  and  Bullock  counties. 

Gloucester,  Mass.  Population  2,303,  there  arc  27 
revolutionary  pensioners;  84  persons  between  60  and 
70  years  of  age,  of  whom  48  are  females— 58  between 
70  and  80,  of'  whom  42  are  females— 28  between  80 
and  90,  of  whom  16  are  females;  and  2 females  be- 
tween 90  and  100. 

Henrico  county,  Va.  Population,  free  white  males 
3,031;  females,  3,101;  free  colored  males,  493;  females, 
520;  male  slaves,  3,157;  females,  2 571.  Total  of 
whites  6,182;  free  colored  1,013;  slaves  5,728;  grand 
total  12,923. 

Iron  trade.  It  is  stated  by  an  English  paper,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  demand  from  the  U. 
States  for  rail  road  iron,  there  had  been  an  advance  of 
ten  per  cent,  in  the  price  of  the  article,  made  by 
the  Staffordshire  and  Welsh  houses.  Orders  had 
been  given,  in  one  week,  to  the  iron  trade,  for  this 
species  of  manufactured  iron,  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  35,000  tons. 

Leather.  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  manufacture 
leather,  in  value,  exceeding  $14,000,000. 

London.  The  population  of  London  is  1,434,868. — 
Liverpool  numbers  163,175;  Leeds,  82,121;  Sheffield, 
71,720;  and  Birmingham  146, 9S6. 

Mehemet  Ali  was  born  at  Cavalla  in  1769,  and  is 
now,  consequently,  71  years  of  age- 

Methodist  bishop  in  Canada.  The  Toronto  Pa- 
triot says,  it  is  rumored  that  the  rev.  Egerton  Ryerson 
is  to  be  elevated  to  the  rank  of  bishop,  by  the  Ameri- 
can Episcopal  Methodist  society. 


because  for  military  purposes  it  is  more  portable,  and 
as  gold  is  the  standard  of  England,  it  will  undoubted- 
ly create  a scarcity  of  money;  but  not  so  ill  France, 
as  silver  is  the  standard  there.  In  this  country,  both 
gold  and  silver  are  the  standards,  and  if  the  price  of 
gold  rises,  it  must  be  paid  for  iu  goods  at  low  prices, 
and  will  be  as  profitable  an  arliefe  of  export  as 
cotton  at  high  prices,  or  any  other  produce.  At  this 
moment,  we  owe  Europe  scarcely  any  thing,  and  to 
drain  the  metals,  claims  must  be  presented  against  the 
country.  Under  these  circumstances,  to  import  gold 
into  Europe  from  this  country,  a large  amount  of  com- 
modities must  be  given  in  exchange,  and  a lesser 
amount  received  hereafter,  on  its  export.  The  opera- 
tion, therefore,  cannot  be  profitable,  and  is  no  cause 
for  alarm.” 

The  musical  festival,  at  Burmingham  last  month, 
produced  i)12,600 — say  $57,000. 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Population  in  that  part  of 
the  city  which  lies  south  of  Albany  street,  in  North 
Brunswick  township,  there  are  white  males  1,663; 
white  females  1,907;  black  males  113;  black  females 
194.  Total,  3,S77. 

In  that  part  of  the  city  which  lies  north  of  Albany 
street,  in  Franklin  township,  there  are  white  males  646; 
white  females  674;  black  males  125;  black  females  112. 
Total,  1,557.  Making  in  all,  5,434. 

Newspapers.  The  number  published  in  Mexico  is 
fifteen,  ail  of  a very  small  size.  The  price  $25  to  $30 
per  annum. 

Pittsburg  trade.  There  have  been  35  arrivals,  and 
35  departures  of  steamboats,  since  the  1st  inst.  Water 
this  day  in  the  channel  is  reported  at  2 feet,  6 inches. 

[Pitt.  American  of  the  I'Mh. 


Mobile.  The  population  of  Mobile,  as  shown  by 
the  late  census,  is  as  follows:  white  males  5,657,  white 
females  2,616,  free  colored  males  250,  free  colored  fe- 
males 295,  male  slaves  1,979,  female  slaves  1,075,  mak- 
ing a grand. total,  including  white  and  black,  of  12,700. 
There  are  five  academies  and  grammar  schools,  with 
191  pupils.  There  are  eight  primary  and  common 
schools,  with  115  pupils.  The  number  of  pupils  at 
public  charge  are  300;  number  of  white  persons  over 
20  years  of  age  who  cannot  read,  200. 

Money  market — New  York.  Within  the  last  sixty 
days,  says  the  N.  Y.  Herald  of  Wednesday,  exchange 
on  France  has  fallen,  so  as  to  render  specie  the  best  re- 
mittance, and  about  $800,000  in  silver  have  been  ship- 
ped by  the  Havre  packets,  while  $600,000  have  arrived 
herefrom  the  West  Indies  and  South  America,  and 
$500,000  in  gold  from  England.  The  balance  in  favor 
of  this  country,  from  England,  has  been  about  the 
same  as  in  favor  of  France  and  against  England — that 
is,  the  premium  on  French  bills  in  London  is  about 
the  same  as  the  discount  on  sterling  bills  here,  while 
exchange  on  France  has  been  about  one-half  per  cent, 
in  favor  of  shipping  coin  from  this  side.  This  opera- 
tion is  but  temporary  in  regard  to  France,  and  is  of 
but  little  importance  as  long  as  the  influx  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  from  other  quarters,  exceeds  the  demand 
from  that  quarter. 

From  the  same  source  we  take  the  following  official 
table  of  the  import  and  export  of  gold  and  silver  coins 
for  a series  of  years,  with  the  average  import  and  ex- 
port of  metal  since  1834;  and  also  the  annexed  re- 
marks. 


Imports  and  exports 

of  gold  and 

silver  coin 

from  1825 

to  1840. 

Silver 

coin. 

Gold 

coin. 

Import. 

Export. 

Import. 

Export. 

1825 

$5,252,661 

8,470,534 

378,257 

315,672 

1826 

5,740,139 

3,623,385 

562,546 

434,555 

1827 

6,618,007 

6,139,155 

1,019,399 

820  304 

1828 

6 216,458 

6,565,804 

738,570 

928,384 

1829 

5 749,839 

3,136,941 

706,028 

935,102 

1S30 

6,285,475 

731,955 

705,879 

474,876 

1831 

5,637,633 

5.834,830 

765,838 

.899,365 

1332 

4,454,107 

3,351,417 

614,655 

630,850 

1833 

6,160  676 

1,722,196 

563,585 

495.890 

1834 

13,631,043 

1.383,987 

3,472,507 

276,999 

1835 

10,040,968 

5,122,495 

1,666,739 

625,679 

1836 

5,850,669 

3,624,186 

5,318,725 

275,940- 

1837 

7,490,309 

2,756,914 

1,895,205 

1,82S,653 

1838 

5,679,390 

2.292,342 

11,441,189 

740,263 

1839 

4,280,915 

3,968,035 

1,068,010 

2,814,650 

Av.  fr. 
1831, 

7,828,881 

3,191,343 

4,146,110 

1,093,364 

“This  table  presents  the  fact  that  the  jrearly  import 
of  silver  coin  has  exceeded  the  export  nearly  5,000.000 
dollars,  while  that  of  gold  coin  has  been  hut  $3,000,000; 
making  $2,000,000  yearly,  or  $12,000,000,  for  the  six 
years,  rn  favor  of  silver.  There  are,  however,  other 
facts  connected  with  the  import  of  gold,  of  which 
$12,000,000  have  been  a forced  import,  or  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  regular  movement  of  trade.  Soon 
after  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill,  the  president  ordered 
home  the  proceeds  of  the  French  and  Neapolitan  in- 
demnities, to  the  amount  of  $8,000,000  in  gold,  at  the 
same  time  the  United  States  bank  borrowed  1,200,000 
in  London,  which  was  brought  home  in  gold;  and  in 
the  spring  of  1338,  a forced  import  of  $3,000,000  was 
made  by  some  brokers  in  Wall  street,  on  a speculation. 
If  these  remittances  had  not  been  forced  in  gold,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  one  half,  or  $6,000,000  would  have 
reached  here  in  silver,  which  would  have  reduced  the 
gold  import  to  one-fourth  that  of  silver. 

“The  event  of  a war  in  Europe  will  increase  the  va- 
lue of  gold,  that  being  more  in  demand  than  silver, 


Richmond,  Va.  The  population  of,  5,435  white  males; 
5,283  white  females;  860  free  colored  males;  1,065  free 
colored  females;  3,953  male  slaves;  3,556  female  slaves. 
Total  10,718  whites;  9,434  colored.  Grand  total 20,152. 

Russia.  The  population  of  Russia  in  1833,  was 
53,977,200 — including  the  army  and  navy,  the  wander- 
ing tribes,  Poland  and  Finland,  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants is  62,500,000. 

South  Carolina  election.  Thomas  D.  Sumpter, 
(whig),  is  elected,  in  the  Kershaw  district. 

Steamboats.  The  boiler  of  the  Gildersleeve,  ex- 
ploded as  she  was  about  to  leave  Toronto,  on  the  13th 
instant — two  men  seriously  scalded. 

Iron  steamboats.  The  experiment  made  by  the  pro- 
jector of  the  Valley  Forge,  was  so  far  satisfactory  that 
another  iron  boat  was  launched  at  Louisville  on  the9th 
instant. 

The  steamer  Brilliant,  with  upwards  of  1,000  bales 
of  cotton,  a few  days  since  ran  against  a snag  in  the 
Mississippi,  and  sunk,  leaving  but  her  cabin  above 
water.  No  lives  were  lost,  but  the  boat  and  cargo  are 
considered  almost  a total  loss. 

Stocks.  The  report  that  arrangements  had  been 
effected  by  the  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  would  enable  that  institution  to  resume  specie 
payments,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  January  next,  oc- 
casioned the  price  of  its  stock  to  advance  on  the  16th 
instant,  3|  per  cent,  in  New  York,  say  from  631  to  66 
a 67;  it  has  subsided  again,  however,  to  64j  at  pre- 
sent. 

Temperance.  Forty-one  keepers  of  places  where 
spirituous  liquors  were  sold,  in  Cincinnati,  signed  a 
pledge  not  to  keep  their  bars  open  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. 

Nearly  a fourth  part  of  the  revenue  of  Russia  is  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  spirits,  it  being  a government 
monopoly.  It  is  computed  that  82  million  gallons  of 
brandy  alone  are  dtunk  by  the  peasantry  of  that  em- 
pire. 

Tobacco,  has  been  in  brisk  demand  at  Baltimore 
during  the  week,  at  former  prices,  say  from  4 to  $6 
for  common;  good  $7  50uS;  flue  9 to  $13. 

Tobacco  inspections  of  Virginia  for  the  year  ending  30  th 
September,  1840. 

Hhrls.  In  warehouses. 


Richmond,  passed  and 

refused,  20,73S 

10,750 

Pe  tersburg, 

Li 

14,123 

996 

Lynchburg, 

13  613 

1,779 

Farmville, 

“ 

4,552 

142 

Clarkesville, 

“ 

2,710 

17 

Danville, 

927 

75 

Milton, 

U 

521 

20 

Tyre  river, 

“ 

550 

25 

Deane’s, 

11 

200 

10 

Union, 

it 

100 

15 

Total, 

58,031 

13,829 

[Compiler. 

Weather.  The  Quebec  Gazette  of  the_12ih  says: 
The  first  frost  in  this  vicinity,  materially  affecting  cul- 
tivated plants,  was  observed  on  the  mornings  of  the 
9th  and  10th. 

Wheat.  Prices  remain  without  a material  variation, 
hut  the  last  European  news  has  lowered  the  demand 
considerably. 

At  Baltimore,  90  to  $1  00  for  Maryland  red — Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York  at$l  02  to  1 04,  and  we  find 
no  quotations  above  these  sums — but  diminish  from 
thence  according  to  the. convenience  of  getting  to  mar- 
ket 
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SKtRemittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Soineof  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
otters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  f Am.  Farmer. 


FORLMGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Increase  of  British  manufactures.  Two  or  three 
years  ago,  the  government  inspeclors  of  factories 
published  returns  of  the  number  of  mills  in  the  Unit- 
ed Kingdom,  and  of  the  hands  employed  in  them 
during  the  year  1835.  Similar  returns  lor  the  year 
1838,  laid  before  parliament  in  the  past  session,  have 
been  recenlly  printed.  These  two  volumes  afford 
the  means  of  contrasting  the  condition  of  their  ma- 
nufactures in  1835  and  1838: 

Of  cotton  factories  t here  were — 

In  1835  1,262,  employing  220,134  hands. 

In  1838  1,315,  employing  259,301  do. 

Of  woollen  factories  there  were — 

In  1835  1,313,  employing  71.274  hands. 

In  1838  1,738,  employing  86,446  do. 

Of  llax  factories  there  were — 

In  1835  317,  employing  33,283  hands. 

In  183S  392,  employing  43,487  do. 

Of  silk  factories  there  were — 

In  1835  238,  employing  30,682  hands. 

In  1838  268,  employing  34,318  do. 

It  thus  appears  that,  during  the  three  years  re- 
ferred to,  nearly  one  thousand  new  factories  have 
been  opened,  and  more  than  sixty-eight  thousand 
new  hands  engaged.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing table,  more  Ilian  one-half  of  the  new  hands 
have  been  absorbed  by  the  cotton  manufacture: 

Increase  in  number  of  hands. 

Cotton,  39,167 

Woollen, 15,172 

Flax, 10.204 

Silk, 3,636 

Total  increase  . . 68,1.97 

[Hunt’s  Merchants’  Magazine. 

Jinny  officers.  The  London  Despatch  says:  “The 
immense  standing  army,  of  which  Great  Britain 
boasts,  is  not  at  this  moment  commanded  by  men 
of  the  real  veteran  stamp;  few  of  your  hardy  fellows 
such  as  braved  the  perils  of  the  peninsula  from  the 
year  1809  to  1814,  are  now  to  be  found  encased  in 
scarlet  and  gold.  Compared  with  those  men,  En- 
glish soldiers  are  officered  by  mere  overgrown  ba- 
ilies, vvho3e  feminine  habits  and  associations,  total- 
ly unfit  them  to  occupy  posts  of  danger  or  fatigue; 
Vol  IX-Sig.  9. 


a species  of  the  genus  dandy  or  the  true  Billy  Frib- 
ble breed.  In  the  event  of  a continental  war,  these 
stripplings  would  quit  the  army,  and  hide  their 
heads  in  their  mothers’ laps,  rather  than  risk  the 
smell  of  gunpowder,  or  encounter  the  transitory 
passage  of  an  ugly  bullet.” 

FRANCE. 

The  (rial  of  prince  Louis  Napoleon  was  progress- 
ing in  the  chamber  of  peers.  The  Paris  correspon- 
dent of  the  National  Intelligencer  furnishes  a vivid 
sketch  of  the  secene.  We  have  room  for  only  a 
few  extracts: 

“On  the  firsl  day  not  a female  was  among  the  au- 
dience. Louis  Napoleon  is  a small  man,  of  pallid 
complexion,  dark  brown  hair,  thick  mustachios. — 
He  resemblesthe  emperor  less  than  some  others  of 
the  family.  He  wore  the  insignia  of  the  legion  of 
honor  and  of  a prince  of  the  blood.  When  asked, 
by  the  president  of  the  court,  his  name  and  surname, 
age  and  profession,  lie  gave  them  “Napoleon  Louis 
Bonaparte,  thirty-two  years  old,  born  at  Paris,  re- 
sident in  London,  a French  prince  in  exile.”  But 
the  president  returned  to  him  his  true  name,  Chas. 
Louis  Napoleon,  according  to  the  official  register 
of  his  birth  in  the  Paris  Moniteurof  the  9th  of  June, 
1808. 

On  the  28th,  Louis,  before  he  answered  the  pre- 
sident’s interrogatories,  read  a sort  of  address  to  the 
nation,  in  which  he  claimed,  by  virtue  of  four  mil- 
lions of  signatures  to  Napoleon’s  hereditary  empire, 
a right  of  legitimacy  for  his  family,  acknowledging 
Joseph  to  be  the  present  heir  of  the  scepter. 

The  prince  explained  the  motives  and  purposes 
by  which  he  was  actuated  in  entering  France.  He 
read  his  speech  from  a written  paper.  He  declared 
that  his  object  was  to  give  to  the  people  of  France 
an  opportunity  to  express  their  will  as  to  the  form  of 
government  preferred  by  them.  “If  without  pride, 
without  weakness, ’’sajs  he,  “I  recal  the  rights  plac- 
ed in  the  hands  of  my  family,  it  is  only  to  speak  of 
the  duties  that  these  rights  have  imposed  upon  us  all. 
For  fifty  years  that  the  principle  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  has  been  consecrated  in  France,  by  the 
most  powerful  revolution  ever  effected  in  the  world, 
never  has  the  national  will  been  more  solemnly  pro- 
claimed, never  been  more  established  by  votes  as 
free  and  as  numerous  as  those  for  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  of  the  empire.”  He  affirms  that  the 
nation  has  been  defeated  of  its  aim;  that  the  revolu- 
tion of  1830,  renewing  the  expression  ot  the  popu- 
lar sentiment,  was  unfairly  turned  out  of  its  legiti- 
mate course,  and  that  he  thought  in  the  present 
juncture  of  affairs  that  the  vote  of  four  millions  of 
citizens  who  had  confided  to  his  family  the  destinies 
of  France,  imposed  upon  him  at  least  the  duty  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  nation  in  order  to  ask  its  will. 
His  speech  concluded  in  these  words: 

“The  nation  would  have  been  free  to  have  pro- 
nounced, republic  or  monarchy,  empire  or  royalty,  as 
all  emanates  from  its  will,  and  all  is  dependent  upon 
its  opinion.  Before  the  manifest  expression  of  its 
wishes  in  my  eyes  every  contrary  pretension  is  de- 
stroyed. There  was  no  conspiracy.  There  were 
no  accomplices.  Alone  I did  all.  I resolved  upon 
every  thing.  Nobody  knew  beforehand  either  my 
projects,  my  resources  or  my  hopes.  If  I am  guilty 
towards  any  one  in  the  world,  it  is  against  the  friends 
who  have  followed' me.  They  will  not,  however, 
accuse  me  of  having  abused  courage  ami  devotion 
like  their  own.  They  will  comprehend  the  pruden- 
tial and  honorable  motives  which  do  not  allow  me  to 
reveal,  to  them  even,  how  powerful  and  extensive 
were  ray  reasons  to  hope  in  success.  One  word 
more,  gentlemen.  I represent  before  you  a princi- 
ple, a cause  and  a defeat.  The  principle  is  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  people.  The  cause  is  that  of  the 
empire.  The  defeat  is  that  of  Waterloo!  The  prin- 
ciple you  have  acknowledged — the  cause  you  have 
served  under — and  the  defeat  you  wish  to  avenge. 
There  is  no  difference  between  you  and  me,  and  I 
will  not  believe  that  I can  be  now  devoted  to  bear 
the  punishment  of  the  defection  of  others.  Repre- 
sentatives of  a political  cause,  I cannot  accept  as 
judge  of  my  wishes  and  acts,  a political  jurisdiction 
Your  forms  deceive  nobody.  In  the  conflict  now 
beginning  in  this  place,  there  are  only  the  conquer- 
eis  and  the  conquered.  If  you  are  the  former,  I 
have  no  justice  to  expect  from  you,  and  you  have 
no  right  to  impose  upon  me  your  generosity.” 

The  most  serious  incident  in  the  case  of  she  prince 
himself,  after  Ins  debarkation,  is  his  filing  a pLtoi 


at  a captain  of  grenadiers  whom  lie  could  not  se- 
duce; the  ball  struck  a grenadier  near  and  wounded 
him  severely.  His  replies  on  this  head  are  not,  I 
think,  creditable  to  his  candor  and  spirit. 

When  interrogated  as  to  his  having  fired  a pistol 
at  captain  G’ol-  t’uygellier,  he  replied: — “As  every 
thing  depended  on  the  attempt  made  upon  the  two 
companies,  seeing  my  enterprise  fail,  I was  seized 
with  a kind  of  despair;  and  as  I will  conceal  nothing, 
I will  state  that  I took  a pistol,  as  if  my  intention 
had  been  to  shoot  the  captain,  and,  before  I had  any 
intention  of  firing,  the  pistol  went  off,  and,  as  I have 
since  learned,  struck  a grenadier.” 

Again,  before  the  court  of  peers. 

Q.  “Did  you  not,  finding  that  you  could  not  win 
captain  Col-Puygellier  to  your  cause,  fire  a pistol  at 
that  officer?” 

A.  “There  are  moments  when  we  do  that  of  which 
we  are  unconscious.  The  pristol  went  off  against 
my  will.” 

General  Charles  Tristan  Count  Montholon,  the 
next  most  important  personage,  inareschai-de-camp, 
stated  his  age  to  be  fifty-eight.  His  hair  is  quite 
gray,  and  his  countenance  sorrowful  and  severe. — 
Most  of  the  other  prisoners  are  of  unprepossessing 
exterior.  It  is  a sorry  sight — that  of  an  officer  of 
Montholon’s  rank,  services  and  age,  in  the  midst  of 
so  pitiable  a group.  The  following  are  extracts 
from  his  answers  to  the  judicial  interrogatories: 

“The  prince  sought  every  means  of  returning  to 
France,  and  with  an  armed  force  laying  hold  of  the 
crown.  I endeavored  to  divert  him  from  his  pro- 
jects, and  this  is  the  reason,  knowing  my  opinion  as 
he  did,  that  he  concealed  from  me  to  the  last  moment, 
and  not  only  from  me,  hut  also  from  his  uncle,  what 
he  contemplated.  He  decived  us  both.  I am  con- 
vinced that,  if  the  count  de  Survilliers  had  not  met 
with  his  accident,  and  had  remained  in  London,  the 
prince  would  not  have  landed  in  France. 

“You  landed  in  France  in  the  night  with  prince 
Louis  and  others  of  his  suit?  A. — Yes,  but  I did 
not  know  where  I was  going.  I left  London  in  the 
Duchess  of  Kent  to  go  to  Ostend,  and  arrived  at 
Margate,  to  which  place  only  the  packet  was  going. 
In  the  night  of  Tuesday,  prince  l^ouis  sent  me  word 
that  he  wished  to  speak  to  me  on  board  a vessel  in 
which  he  was.  I went  there  immediate!}'.  I there 
found  the  uniform  which  I wore  at  the  moment  of 
my  arrest.  We  set  out  immediately.  I asked  where 
we  were  going,  and  the  prince  replied,  ‘You  will  see.’ 
It  was,  therefore,  without  knowing  the  projects  of 
the  prince,  that  I found  myself  involved  in  the  events 
of  Boulogne.  I repeat,  that  in  (lie  afiair  of  Bologne 
I was  utterly  ignorant,  until  the  last  moment,  of  what 
he  was  going  to  do. 

“The  president  here  reminded  the  general  that 
proclamations  and  other  papers  had  been  seized, 
bearing  his  name.  The  general  replied  that  the  pro- 
clamation bearing  his  name  was  not  known  to  him; 
and,  in  reply  to  an  observation  that  it  was  not  proba- 
ble that  the  prince  would  have  put  his  name  to  it 
without  his  authority,  he  repeated,  that  such,  how- 
ever, was  the  fact,  and  that  he  would  never  have 
been  fool  enough  to  play  the  ridiculous  part  of  a ma- 
jor general  with  an  army  of  forty  men.  He  added, 
that  lie  had  always  attempted  to  divert  the  prince  from 
his  projects,  and  this  was  the  reason  why  the  Bou- 
logne affair  had  been  concealed  from  him  to  the  last.” 

Yesterday,  after  Berryer  had  delivered,  as  the 
special  counsel  of  Louis  Napoleon,  his  extraordina- 
ry speech,  apologetical  and  retaliatory,  gen.  Mon- 
tholon read  a short  paper  in  his  own  vindication, 
amounting  to  the  same  plea,  with  the  addition  that 
he  “received  at  St.  Helena  the  last  sigh  of  the  em- 
peror.” Berryer  seconded  him  with  the  remarks: 
“Could  the  general  desert,  on  the  shore  of  France 
the  nephew  of  the  mail  whose  eyes  lie  closed  at  St! 
Helena?  In  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contra- 
ry, you  are  bound  to  believe  the  assertion  of  the  ge- 
neral, that,  when  be  embarked,  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  intentions  of  the  prince.”  Most  of  the  others 
declare  that  they  were,  originally,  unacquainted  with 
the  precise  project  of  their  leader;  hut,  as  they  ad- 
mit that,  when  in  the  channel,  he  assembled  them 
all  on  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  stated  his  purpose, 
and  read  to  them  his  proclamations,  &c.  to  which 
they  assented  with  unanimous  acclaim,  the  plea 
loses  all  force  and  sense.  Two  of  the  Boulogne 
witnesses,  respectable  officers  of  tile  customs,  swear 
th.it  general  Montholon  attempted  to  bribe  them  with 
money.  He  utterly  denies  the  allegation. 
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Neither  the  preliminary  nor  final  examination  of 
the  seventeen  others  arraigned  is  worth  more  than 
a slight  notice.  The  answer  of  two  of  the  princi- 
pals, on  the  first  day  of  the  trial,  betrayed  so  fero- 
cious a spirit  that,  better  advised,  they  explained 
and  retracted  the  next;  pretending  that  “the  emotion 
which  they  felt  at  the  sight  of  so  imposing  an  assem- 
bly as  the  court  deranged  their  ideas  and  language.” 
The  establishment  of  the  paper  called  Le  Capitole 
with  the  money  and  for  the  ends  of  Louis,  made 
part  of  the  testimony,  and  one  of  the  prisoners  re- 
lated that  he  was  attached  to  that  newspaper  “solely 
for  the  purpose  of  writing  on  the  eastern  question.” 
His  task  was  to  sound  the  clarion,  to  excite  the 
Trench  nation  to  furious  war  with  England,  the  re- 
sidence of  the  prince. 

On  the  30th,  the  pleadings  of  counsel  being  expect- 
ed— the  diplomatic  box  and  the  galleries  were  filled. 
The  attorney  general  addressed  the  court  at  length, 
with  this  sufficient  exordium: 

“After  what  has  taken  place  here,  yon  will  permit 
me  to  observe  that  I have  very  little  to  do.  Neither 
the  conduct,  nor  the  intentions,  nor  the  projects  of 
the  prisoners  have  been  denied.  Every  thing  has 
been  avowed,  every  thing  acknowledged.  Proclama- 
tions, calling  for  the  overthrow  of  the  government, 
have  been  distributed;  orders  and  decrees  have  been 
published.  They  cannot  be  denied.  As  to  the  acts  of 
the  prisoners,  they  have  been  proved.” 

He  recapitulated  the  evidence,  and  dwelt  upon 
the  contemptible  nature  and  weakness  of  the  means 
employed;  on  the  preposterous  ambition  and  puerile 
conduct  of  the  prince,  and  the  general  feeling  ol  the 
country  against  his  pretentions  and  measures.  Ber- 
ryer,  tire  renowned  champion  of  Bourbon  legitima- 
cy, the  ablest  of  Trench  rhetoricians,  followed 
the  public  prosecutor,  with  his  characteristic  skill 
in  reference  to  a Trench  audience  and  public,  and 
a choice  of  political  topics  and  a richness  of  decla- 
mation that  agitated  the  peers  to  the  end  of  the  sit- 
ting, five  o’clock.  He  contended  for  the  legitimacy 
of  the  Bonaparte  family  on  the  principles  and  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  present  government.  His 
real  aim  was  to  produce  the  impression  that  there 
could  be  no  other  genuine,  or  efficient,  or  salutary 
legitimacy  for  Trance,  than  that  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  Bourbons,  to  whose  cause  he  is  confessedly 
devoted.  To  excuse  the  new  excitement  and  attempt 
of  Napoleon  Louis,  he  employed,  in  the  happiest 
manner,  the  topics  of  the  translation  of  Napoleon’s 
remains,  and  the  London  quadruple  treaty  of  the 
15th  July  last.  This  passage  of  the  harangue  is  so 
remarkable,  historically  as  well  as  rhetorically,  that 
I offer  it  to  you  in  the  original,  adding  Galignani’s 
imperfect  abstract  of  it  and  of  the  orator’s  conclusion: 
[ Galignani’s  abstract .] 

“The  present  ministry  was  formed  at  a time  when 
great  political  questions  were  agitated.  This  minis- 
try blamed  the  timidity  of  its  predecessors;  the 
nation  was  groaning  under  the  sense  of  the  conces- 
sions made  to  foreign  powers.  It  accused  the  go- 
vernment of  the  loss  of  the  influence  of  Trance  in 
Spain,  and  of  having  left  that  country  under  the 
influence  of  England.  What  did  the  ministry  do? 
It  invoked  the  memory  of  him  who  carried  his  sword 
from  the  extremity  of  Portugal  to  the  banks  of  the 
Baltic;  it  has  opened  the  tomb  of  the  hero;  it  has 
touched  his  formidable  arms,  and  has  extended  its 
hand  to  deposite  them  on  his  tomb.  This  is  what 
the  ministry  has  done.  You  are  now  going  to  judge 
the  prince  without  taking  into  account  the  feelings 
which  such  appeals  must  have  revived  in  his  heart. 
Be  men,  gentlemen,  and  judge  as  men;  and,  before 
you  judge,  remember  what  has  been  done  under  a 
prince  who  once  asked  as  a favor  to  be  permitted  to 
fight  against  the  Corsican  usurper.  [Sensation.] 
Under  this  prince,  gentlemen,  a minister  has  said 
that  Napoleon  was  the  legitimate  sovereign  of  the 
country.  What!  after  having  heard  these  words — 
this  appeal  to  the  great  name  which  he  bears — to  the 
glory  which  he  regards  as  his  inheritance,  would 
you  have  his  heart  dead  to  feeling,  and  could  you 
expect  that  this  ardent  young  man  would  not  cry, 
“I  will  carry  this  great  name  to  the  frontiers  to 
avenge  Trance,  and  carry  into  neighboring  states 
the  terror  of  past  defeats?”  “This  name  (would  he 
say)  is  mine;  these  arms  were  bequeathed  to  me  by 
the  warrior;  no  other  than  myself  shall  place  them 
on  the  tomb  of  the  warrior.  I will  go.  I will  head 
the  funeral  procession,  and  I will  say  to  Trance, 
will  you  hear  me!”  [Great  sensation.]  Be  coura- 
geous enough  to  hear  the  truth.  If  the  act  which  the 
government  calls  upon  you  to  condemn  be  a crime, 
it  was  the  government  which  inspired  it  by  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  has  proclaimed,  hy  the  acts  which  it 
has  glorified.  If  it  be  said  that  success  is  the  basis 
of  moral  law,  listen  to  me.  I will  ask  you  to  say — 
you  whom  we  know — whether,  if  he  had  triumphed, 
you  would  have  denied  his  rights,  and  refused  to 
associate  yourself  with  his  powei?  [Profound  sen- 
sation.] Judges  and  legislators,  you  respect  the 


laws;  well,  then,  open  the  code,  and  what  do  you 
see  there?  Death!  death  for  the  offence  before  your 
tribunal?  Death!  oh,  no,  you  will  not  pronounce 
that  verdict,  you  cannot.  You  cannot,  at  the  same 
time,  attach  the  name  of  Napoleon  to  a glorious 
tomb,  and  upon  the  scaffold!  You  will,  then,  pro- 
nounce a political  verdict — political  reasons  will  en- 
gross the  mind  of  the  judge  and  decide  his  conduct. 
That  would  not  beundulgence.  You  can  pronounce 
another  punishment — perpetual  imprisonment,  for 
instance.  A punishment  of  infamy!  [Sensation]  — 
a sentence  of  infamy  upon  the  name  of  Napoleon. 
[Sensation.]  Oh,  no,  vou  cannot.  You  will  not 
forget  you  are  men;  and  you  will  remember  that 
Trance,  which  has  its  eyes  upon  you,  desires,  above 
all  things,  respect  for  its  feelings.  You  pronounce 
an  infamous  punishment  against  the  nephew  of  the 
man  to  whom  you  owe  every  thing.  You  turn 
against  the  family  of  your  benefactor  for  benefits 
which  he  conferred  upon  you!  Marshals,  dukes, 
barons,  who  made  you  w'hat  you  are?  You  will  say, 
your  exploits,  your  services.  Be  it  so;  but  it  is  to 
the  magnificence  of  ihe  empire,  and  to  its  liberality 
alone,  that  you  owe,  nearly  all  of  you,  the  right  of 
silting  in  this  assembly.  [Great  agitation.]  Gen- 
tlemen, you  have  to  pronounce  on  a question  which 
is  purely  political;  you  are  not  judges,  you  are  po- 
liticians. You  will  then  send  the  accused  again  into 
exile;  exile  is  the  position  which  the  law  has  created 
for  him.  Let  the  law  be  executed,  and  his  exile 
recommence.  Any  other  condemnation  would  be 
immoral  in  presence  of  the  obligations  which  are 
imposed  upon  you,  and,  above  all,  with  the  remini- 
scence of  your  own  lives.” 

NATIONAL  ATTAIRS. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  S.H.Page, 
surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
of  Pontchartrain,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  vice  Ben- 
jamin Jones  Shain,  deceased. 

The  presidential  election.  The  present 
presidential  term  expires  on  the  3d  of  March  next. 
The  election  of  the  294  elecloi s,  to  whom  the  peo- 
ple of  this  union  entrust  the  choice  of  their  chief 
and  second  executive  officers,  whose  duties  and  au- 
thority will  commence  or  be  renewed  on  the  4th  of 
March  next,  began  yesterday,  on  which  day  Penn- 
sylvania elected  30,  and  Ohio  21  of  the  number. — 
Of  course  we  have  not  yet  heard  the  result. 

If  there  ever  was  any  expectation  that  the  body 
of  electors  should  exercise  a latitude  of  discretion 
in  the  selection  of  president  and  vice  president,  the 
fact  that  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  assemble  in  a 
collective  capacity,  but  are  required  to  meet  in 
the  capital  of  the  several  states  for  which  they 
have  been  elected,  and  there  give  their  votes,  pre- 
sents at  once,  a formidable,  if  not  an  insurmounta- 
ble difficulty.  It  always  has  been,  and  probably 
always  will  be  the  case,  that  the  electors  are  strict- 
ly instructed,  and  virtually  have  no  discretion,  ex- 
cept under  very  remote  contingencies.  The  in- 
tervension  of  electors  would  certainly  be  dispensed 
with  w'ere  it  not  that  no  better  method  has  been,  or 
perhaps  can  be  devised  of  ascertaining  the  will  of 
the  whole  people  of  the  several  stales,  owing  to 
the  peculiarity  ol  the  ratio  assigned  by  the  consti- 
tution, and  to  the  variety  of  rules  by  which  suffrage 
is  regulated  in  the  respective  communities  of  which 
the  union  is  composed.  A general  vote  cannot, 
therefore,  be  taken.  Tor  all  practical  purposes, 
the  people  exercise,  through  electors,  an  immediate 
choice  of  their  execulive  officers — and  hence,  when 
electors  are  chosen,  it  is  known  who  will  be  elect- 
ed president  and  vice  president,  without  waiting 
lor  their  having  performed  the  duties  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

In  less  than  two  weeks  from  this  date,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  table,  the  whole  of  the 
electors  (except  those  of  South  Carolina)  will  have 
been  elected,  and  the  die  will  be  finally  cast  between 
the  two  parties  which  have  agitated  our  political 
family  to  such  a great  extent  and  for  such  a length 
of  time — and  to  the  history  and  progress  of  which 
it  has  been  our  duty  to  devote  so  large  a portion  of 
the  Register,  since  we  have  had  charge  of  its  edi- 
torial duties.  We  have  conscienciously  endeavor- 
ed to  give  an  impartial  view  of  the  doings  and  sail- 
ings of  each  party,  so  far  as  our  limits  enabled  us, 
and  shall  hail  the  termination  of  the  interesting 
struggle  with  unfeigned  gratification,  as  quieting, 
at  once,  the  agitating  storm  which  has  been  so 
wildly  raging.  A sublime  spectacle  awaits  us. — 
The  virtue  and  efficiency'  of  the  republican  system 
is,  of  all  things,  the  most  expressively  demonstrat- 
ed, by  the  quiet  and  conclusive  acquiescence  of  the 
whole  people,  no  matter  how  violent  may  have 
been  the  previous  excitement,  the  moment  that  the 
will  of  the  constitutional  majority  is  ascertained. — 
It  operates  as  a sovereign  voice,  commanding  all 
the  elements — “peace,  be  still.” 


The  following  schedule  shows  the  date  of  the 
presidential  elections  in  the  different  states,  with 
the  number  of  electors  to  which  each  state  is  enti- 
tled. 

Slates.  Date  of  election.  No  of  electors. 


Pennsylvania,  October 

30 

30 

Ohio,  “ 

30 

21 

Connecticut,  November  2 

8 

Rhode  Island,  “ 

2 

4 

Maine,  “ 

2 

10 

New  Hampshire,  “ 

2 

7 

Virginia,  “ 

Maryland,  “ 

2 

23 

2 

10 

Missouri,  “ 

2 

4 

Illinois,  “ 

2 

5 

Arkansas,  “ 

2 

3 

Georgia,  “ 

2 

11 

Indiana,  “ 

2 

9 

Kentucky,  “ 

2 

15 

Michigan,  “ 

2 and  3 

3 

New  York,  “ 

2, 3 and  4 

42 

Louisiana,  “ 

3 

5 

Tennessee,  “ 

New  Jersey,  “ 

o 

rj 

15 

3 and  4 

8 

Mississippi,  “ 

3 and  4 

4 

Massachusetts,  “ 

9 

14 

Alabama,  “ 

9 

7 

Vermont,  “ 

10 

7 

Delaware,  “ 

10 

3 

North  Carolina,  “ 

12 

15 

S.  Carolina,  after  23d,  by  the  legislature  11 
Total,  294 

Equal  to  the  number  of  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress  to  which  the  several  states  are  entitled. 
All  are  elected  by  general  ticket,  except  eleven  in 
South  Carolina. 

In  New  York  city,  Brooklyn  and  Williamsburg!), 
the  election  commences  and  ends  on  the  4th.  In 
the  rest  of  the  state  it  commences  on  the  2d  ami 
continues  three  days. 

In  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Delaware  and  Mis- 
sissippi, the  state  elections  are  held  simultaneously 
with  those  for  presidential  electors.  Also,  in  New 
Haven  dislrict,  Connecticut,  a member  of  the  pre- 
sent congress  is  to  be  elected  in  place  of  judge 
Storrs,  resigned. 

trade  and  commerce. 

Inland  trade  with  Mexico.  Some  account  of  the 
state  of  Chihuahua,  one  of  the  interior  departments 
of  Mexico,  was  recently  communicated  in  a letter 
from  a merchant  of  that  country  published  in  the 
Washington  Globe.  Chihuahua  is  rich  in  silver 
mines.  Duringa  period  of  fouryears,  from  1824  to 
1828,  a single  mine  situated  o»  the  great  chain  of 
mountains  to  the  east  of  the  city  of  Chihuahua  pro- 
duced more  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars  in  silver. 
But  this  was  a rare  product.  At  present  from  two 
to  two  and  a half  millions  are  obtained  annually  from 
the  mines  of  this  district,  the  greater  portions  of 
them  being  paralysed  on  account  of  the  very  high 
price  of  quicksilver.  A large  proportion  of  the  pre- 
cious metal  thus  yielded  is  shipped  from  the  ports  of 
Mazatlan  and  Guaymas,  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  in 
exchange  for  goods  brought  from  England;  the  rest 
is  exported  by  the  way  of  Matamoras  or  some  other 
port  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

There  are  six  chief  mining  towns  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Chihuahua,  in  which  there  are  upwards  of 
four  hundred  shafts  of  mines;  the  few  that  are  now 
worked  employ  from  12,000  to  15,000  workmen. — 
Their  duration  is  said  to  be  incalculable,  and  as  the 
country  is  explored  more  and  more,  new  mines  are 
discovered.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  the 
application  of  steam  power  to  the  working  of  the 
mines  would  greatly  facilitate  operations  and  lender 
the  business  more  profitable.  The  system  of  large 
companies,  it  is  thought,  would  also  be  an  important 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness, as  at  present  the  mines  are  mostly  in  the 
hands  of  men  of  limited  means  who  are  not  able  to 
undertake  a large  system  of  arrangements. 

With  regard  to  the  trade  of  that  region  some  use- 
ful informa1  ion  is  given,  going  to  show  that  by  an 
interior  route  from  the  state  of  Arkansas  to  Chihua- 
hua, the  mining  districts  of  that  department  might 
be  better  supplied  with  goods  than  from  the  ports 
of  the  Pacific.  The  annual  consumption  of  Chi- 
huahua does  not  fall  short  of  three  millions;  the 
supplies  come  mostly  from  England,  although  the 
nearest  seaport  on  the  Pacific  is  six  hundred  miles 
distant,  and  the  transportation  is  over  a difficult 
country.  The  writer  gives  an  account  of  an  expe- 
dition which  he  undertook  with  two  other  mer- 
chants in  April,  1839,  with  a caravan  of  five  hun- 
dred mules  and  seven  wagons,  from  Chihuahua  to 
the  frontier  of  Arkansas.  He  says: 

“Without  any  track  whatever,  and  trusting  solely 
to  chart  and  compass,  with  which  we  were  provid- 
ed, we  expected  to  encuuuter  some  obstacles  to  the 
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passage  of  carriages,  and  were  prepared  with  iron 
instruments  for  the  purpose  of  removing  them. — 
We  feared  that  we  should  meet  with  water  only  at 
great  distances  and  that  we  and  our  animals  would 
suffer  greatly  from  thirst.  What  was  our  surprise, 
however,  and  with  what  pleasure  did  we  see  the 
road  level,  firm  and  covered  with  pastures,  with 
streams  at  distances  of  two,  three  and  four 
miles,  and  regularly  supplied  with  fords? — 
Thus,  sir,  our  new  route  is  the  best  and  shortest 
that  we  could  desire  between  the  two  countries. — 
We  travelled  generally  from  one  water  course  to 
another,  where  we  passed  the  night,  apprehending 
that  we  might  not  meet  another  at  a suitable  dis- 
tance. The  greater  part  of  our  stages  were  from  3 
to  10  miles,  and  a few  of  15.  Accordingly  we  ob- 
serve, that  from  Chihuahua  to  where  we  reached 
Red  river,  about  50  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Fort 
Coffee,  cannot  exceed  six  hundred  miles,  and,  con- 
sequently, eight  hundred  miles  to  Fort  Smith  or  Van 
.Buren,  on  the  Arkansas.  If  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  grant  the  drawback  on  the 
merchandise  which  is  exported  by  the  new  route,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  whole  commerce  of  Chihua- 
hua, in  all  its  extension,  would  be  made  through  that 
part  of  the  United  States;  because  they  might  be 
imported  as  far  as  Fort  del  Norte  (a  place  of  entry; 
in  40  or  45  days  in  wagons,  at  less  expense  than 
from  Matamoras  and  from  the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of 
California  on  mules.  However,  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  a great  part  of  what  is  consumed  by  the  states 
of  Durengo  and  Tacaticas,  not  less  than  four  or  five 
millions  could  be  furnished  them  by  the  new  road, 
at  more  moderate  prices  than  that  at  which  they 
obtain  them  through  the  same  channel  as  Chihau- 
hua,  at  second  hand,  loaded  with  large  commissions, 
freights  and  great  delays.  So  that  this  trade  might 
assume  an  importance  worthy  of  great  considera- 
tion.” 

The  cotton  cloths  imported  into  Mexico  are  equal 
in  amount  to  one-half  the  value  of  all  the  imported 
merchandise  used  in  that  country;  and  it  is  stated 
that  a preference  would  always  be  given  to  the  cot- 
ton fabrics  of  die  United  States  on  account  of  their 
superiority  to  the  English.  These  goods  would 
constitute  an  important  article  of  the  inland  trade. 
But  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  a drawback  is  ne- 
cessary on  commodities  thus  imported  into  Mexico, 
without  which  the  traffic  would  not  flourish  to  any 
thing  like  the  extent  which  it  would  otherwise 
reach.  [ Baltimore  American. 

Importations  of  sperm  and  whale  oil.  The  editor 
of  the  Nantucket  Inquirer  of  Wednesday  gives  a 
valuable  compendium  of  the  American  whale  fish- 
ery, comprehending  alphabetical  lists  of  all  the 
ships  and  other  square  rigged  vessels  engaged  in 
that  pursuit  from  the  various  ports  in  the  United 
States;  the  dates  of  the  last  advices  received;  the 
port,  or  other  place  ori  the  globe,  at  which  each 
vessel  was  known  to  bf;  and  the  quantity  of  oil, 
estimated  in  barrels,  obtained  by  each  respectively. 
We  take  from  the  Inquirer's  table  the  amount  of 
oil  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  month  of 
September,  viz: 

Bbls.  sperm  Bbls.  whale. 


To  N.  Bedford,  5 ships. 

5,700 

2.300 

“ Edgartown,  1 ship, 

700 

2,200 

“ Nantucket,  1 ship,  1 schr. 

2,200 

100 

“ Stonington,  1 ship, 

600 

2,000 

“ Fall  River,  1 do. 

340 

1,560 

“ Salem,  1 do. 

380 

1,450 

“ Bristol,  1 brig, 

160 



“ Sagharbor,  1 ship, 

200 

1,700 

“ Provincel’n  3 brigs, 

1,950 

— 

“ Hudson,  1 ship, 

300 

1,200 

“ New  York,  1 ship. 

250 

2.950 

Total  No.  of  bbls. 

12,580 

13,760 

Equal  to  390,270  gallons  sperm,  and  433,440 
gallons  whale  oil. 


Importation  of  shoes.  The  amount  of  shoes,  slip- 
pers, hoots,  and  bootees,  imported  the  last  few 
years,  is  as  follows,  (the  importations  being  chiefly 
from  France,  where  the  average  price  of  labor  will 
not  vary  but  a little  from  a sixpence  per  day). 

1834,  . . . $38,648 


1835, 

1836, 

1837, 

1838, 

1839, 


59,448 

65,703 

80,971 

85,000 

103,901 


conversant  with  the  whole  subject,  that  at  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  duties,  the  importers  can  undersell  our 
own  manufacturers,  at  the  present  prices  they  have 
to  pay  for  stock  and  labor.  One  ship  has  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  the  present  season  with  $600,000 
worth  of  shoes. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  it  may  be  well  to 
give  a copy  of  an  invoice  of  shoes  we  have  now  in 
our  possession.  It  was  made  out  in  Paris,  and  we 
copy  verbatim  from  the  original  invoice  as  passed 
through  the  custom  house.  In  carrying  out  the 
price  per  pair,  allowance  is  made  for  the  six  per 
cent,  discount  given  on  the  bill.  The  Lynn  prices 
for  the  same  article  are  annexed: 

Paris  prices. 

250  prs.  blk.  morocco  slippers  40  f.  per  doz. 

250  “ “ lace  45  “ 

250  “ kid  “ 45  “ 

250  “ “ “ 49  “ 


Paris  prices. 

62  cents  per  pair 
66  “ 

66  « “ 

70  “ “ 


Lynn  prices. 
$1  00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 


It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  shoes  desig- 
nated by  the  above  invoice  are  a very  superior  ar- 
ticle, purchased  for  the  retail  trade  of  Boston  and 
New  York.  Shoes  made  here  at  prices  varying 
from  75  to  90  cents,  can  be  bought  of  the  same 
quality  in  Paris  from  42  to  60  cents — the  ratio  of 
the  above.  In  1842-3,  the  duty  comes  down  to  20 
per  cent,  on  the  cost.  Then  take  the  above  invoice 
for  an  example,  the  average  price  in  France  would 
be  66  cents  per  pair.  At  an  ad  valorem  tariff  of  20 
per  cent,  the  duty  would  be  13  cents,  making  the 
cost  79  cents.  The  freight  and  insurance  from 
Havre  to  Boston  is  less  than  from  Boston  to  New 
Orleans;  so  that  the  Lynn  manufacturer  would  find 
a difference  of  twenty-six  cents  against  him  in  the 
market  of  the  latter  city.  That  is  the  “plain  figur- 
ing” of  the  matter.  \_Lynn  Freeman. 


CADETS  ADMITTED  INTO  THE  MILITARY  ACADE- 
MY IN  1840. 

Maine — John  Chandler,  jr.  Thomas  B.  J.  Welds, 
James  O.  Mclntire,  Josiah  H.  Carlisle — 4. 

New  Hampshire — Joseph  Smith — 1. 

Massachusetts — George  Wainwright,  B.  Franklin 
Kawkes,  Amos  Spofford,  Henry  Loring — 4 

Connecticut — Robert  Dixon,  William  G.  Peck — 2. 

Rhode  Island — J.  Hamilton  Creighton,  Asher  R 
Eddy — 2. 

New  York — Abram  B.  Lincoln,  Floyd  T.  Floyd, 
Amaziah  R.  Miller,  William  J.  Gourlay,  Robert 
McNamee,  Cornelius  A.  Russell,  John  P.  Hatch, 
Charles  H.  Marvin,  James  H.  Chapman,  Joseph 
Miner,  Joseph  H.  Whittlesey,  Deloss  B.  Sackett, 
George  H.  Harmon,  William  C.  Dubois,  Daniel  M. 
Frost,  Daniel  D.  Cooke — 16. 

New  Jersey — Edgar  Fitz  Randolph — 1. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel  Able,  Chas.  Mahon,  AVin- 
field  S.  Hancock,  James  Foster,  James  S.  Woods, 
Alexander  Hay?,  Wesley  H.  Slack — 7. 

Delaware — William  Read — 1. 

Maryland — Phineas  Horwitz,  F.  J.  Thomas — 2. 

Virginia — William  T.  Burwell,  Win.  C.  Steptoe, 
John  W.  Ross,  Edmund  C.  Fitzhugh,  Aurelius  R. 
Shands,  Thomas  J.  Peyton — 6. 

North  Carolina — Joel  F.  Hill,  Richard  A.  Porter, 
Littleton  VV.  Coleman,  George  W.  Hawkins,  Sa- 
muel Winborn,  James  D.  Parke,  William  McKe- 
rall — 7. 

South  Carolina — Oliver  P.  Hamilton,  Geo.  Butler, 
Archibald  L.  Campbell,  Angus  B.  Henegan,  Sa 
muel  L.  Rook — 5. 

Georgia — James  Camack,  James  R.  Gage,  Levi 
J.  Myers,  Stephen  E.  Habersham — 4 

Kenlucky — Augustus  Cook,  Ttiomas  J.  Curd,  Ho 
race  Sandford,  John  J.  C.  Bibb,  Samuel  Gill,  Simon 
B.  Buckner — 6. 

Tennessee — Joseph.  C.  Allen,  Calvin  H.  Walker, 
John  Y.  Bicknell,  Wiley  H.  Hale,  Thomas  D.  El- 
dridge — 5. 

Ohio — Jesse  W.  Shepard,  John  Trevitt,  Joseph 
McElvain,  Rankin  Dilvvorth,  George  Cassady,  Jas. 
F.  Dillon — 6. 

Louisiana — Daniel  E.  Townsend — 1. 

Indiana — John  B.  Hager — 1. 

Mississippi — Richard  A.  Howard — 1. 

Florida — George  G.  Barkley — 1. 

District  of  Columbia — Alfred  Pleasonton — 1. 

\Jlnny  and  Navy  Chi  on. 


$433,671 

Making  in  those  six  years  the  amount  of  $433,671 
paid  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  principal- 
ly to  France,  for  the  article  of  boots  and  shoes 
alone.  On  the  31st  of  December  next,  the  duties 
Mill  be  rrduced  to  10  per  centum,  and  the  current 
year  the  importation  of  shoes  will  be  vastly  greater 
than  any  preceding  year;  indeed,  it  is  said,  by  those 


THE  ARMY. 

A detachment  of  150  U S recruits  for  the  2d 
regiment  of  infantry,  arrived  here  yesterday  in  the 
ship  John  Camming  from  New  York.  Their  des- 
tination is  Florida. 

Lieut.  Penrose,  2d  infantry,  commands  this  de- 
tachment, and  the  following  ofiiceis  accompany  him: 
iieuls.  Tildeu  and  Bacon,  2d  infantry;  lieut.  John 


son,  3d  infantry;  and  lieuts.  Sherman  and  Field,  3d 
artillery. 

Capt.  W.  Fulton,  and  lieuts.  Sibley  and  Thayer, 
2d  regiment  dragoons,  with  150  dragoons,  arrived 
yesterday  in  the  ship  Charles  from  Baltimore,  and 
are  destined  for  Florida.  [ Savannah  Repub. 

Two  full  companies  of  the  8th  regiment,  U.  S.  in- 
fantry arrived  here  yesterday  from  New  York  en. 
route  for  Fort  King,  via  St.  Augustine.  They  will 
depart  this  morning  for  St.  Augustine  in  the  steamer 
Charleton,  capt.  Donald. 

Col.  W.  J.  Worth,  commanding,  assistant  surgeon 
Cuyler,  assistant  surgeon  Van  Buren,  1st  lieut.  and 
adjutant  J.  T.  Sprague,  1st  lieut.  Larkin  Smith,  1st 
lieut.  Lucius  O’Brien,  A.  A.  quarter  master,  1st 
lieut.  Wm.  C.  Browne,  2d  lieut.  William  B.  Hay- 
ward, 2d  lieut.  Grafion  D.  Hanson,  2d  lieutenant  W. 
Jons,  2d  lieut.  Wardnell,  2d  lieut.  Folsom,  lieut. 
Benham,  of  the  engineer  corps. 

The  detachment  has  had  an  agreeable  voyage 
from  New  York,  and  seem  anxious  for  their  cam- 
paign. 

A detachment  of  209  U.  States  troops  from  Ma- 
dison barracks,  belonging  to  the  fifth  infantry,  lieut. 
J.  Smith  commanding,  passed  through  Oswego  on 
Friday  last,  on  their  way  to  join  their  regiment  in 
Florida.  They  are  expected  to  sail  from  N.  York 
on  the  10th  instant.  [ Savannah  Geor.  of  11th. 

THE  NAVY 

Norfolk,  October  24.  The  frigate  Macedonian 
and  sloop-of-war  Concord  left  New  York  on  the 
17 1 h instant,  and  anchored  in  Lynnhaven  bay  on  the 
22d.  Both  the  Macedonian  and  Concord  have  since 
couie  up  and  anchored  off  the  naval  hospital. 

These  ships  are  a part  of  the  West  India  squad- 
ron under  the  command  of  capt.  Jesse  Wilkinson, 
who  will  hoist  his  broad  pennant  on  board  the  Ma- 
cedonian, and  sail  in  a few  days  for  the  West  India 
station.  Captain  Shubrick,  now  in  command,  will 
remain  and  take  charge  of  the  Gosport  navy  j-ard, 
to  the  command  of  which  he  has  been  appointed  in 
the  place  of  com.  Warrington,  who  takes  his  seat 
at  the  navy  board. 

We  learn  that  commander  C.  K.  Stribling  has 
been  detached  from  the  United  States  rendezvous  at 
this  station,  and  received  orders  lor  the  navy  yard, 
Washington. 

We  also  learn  that  lieut.  John  L.  Saunders  has 
been  ordered  to  the  Macedonian  as  her  first  lieut. 

We  understand  that  commodore  Downs  has  been 
released  from  the  command  of  the  East  India  squa- 
d:on,  il  two  ships  can  be  calleda  squadron,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health,  and  that  he  will  be  succeeded 
by  capt.  Thcs.  Ap  Catesby  Jones.  [ Bost . Jour. 

Commodore  John  D.  Sloat  has  been  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  naval  station  at  Portsmouth,  in 
the  place  of  com.  Crane,  who  retires  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

The  American  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean 
was  reported  at  Spezzia  about  the  15th  August,  and 
was  expected  at  Leghorn. 

U.  S.  ship  Brandywine  was  at  Toulon,  11th  ult. 
ah  well. 

United  States  sloop-of-war  Preble,  capt.  Breese, 
arrived  at  Portland  on  Monday,  from  the  bay  of 
Fundy. 

The  French  are  now  building  fourteen  100  gun 
ships,  nine  of  90  guns,  and  20  frigates. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Popular  vote.  The  governor  and  council  of  Maine 
have  counted  and  declared  the  vote  in  Maine  for 
members  of  congress,  given  at  the  time  of  the  late 
governor’s  election.  The  whole  number  of  whig 
votes  given  in  the  slate,  including  30  scattering,  vvas 
45,347;  the  whole  number  of  Van  Buren  votes,  in- 
cluding 19S  scattering,  is  45,110,  making  a whig 
majority  of  237,  and  a nett  whig  gain  of  6,734  votes 
compared  with  the  election  of  1839. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lunatic  hospital,  Worcester.  There  is  at  present 
240  patients  in  this  institution — more  than  should 
be  there  w ith  the  accommodations,  since  224  rooms 
are  not  enough  for  the  comfortable  convenience  of 
so  many  insane  people.  Applications  are  continu- 
ally made  for  the  admission  of  lunatics;  but  owing 

to  the  limited  number  of  apartments,  they  cannot 

be  received.  This  state  of  things  appeals  strongly 
to  the  sympathies  and  humanity  of  the  legislature 
ol  Massachusetts.  An  immediate  attention  should 
be  given  to  it  when  the  general  court  convenes. 
Another  wing  must  be  erected,  or  those  which  are 
now  already  too  full,  must  be  extended.  With  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  this  noble  charity  has 
been  conducted  since  its  organization,  no  one  at  all 
conversant  with  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
founded  can  find  fault. 

It  is  a pattern  institution — commended  alike  by 
oui  own  citizens  and  strangeis.  It  matters  not 
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what  it  may  cost  to  increase  facilities — they  must 
be  had.  Appeals  of  the  strongest  character  are 
made  out  for  entrance  which  Dr.  Woodward  is 
compelled  to  reject,  solely  because  there  is  not  an 
unoccupied  place  remaining.  The  necessity  of  the 
case,  therefore,  is  the  strongest  of  all  arguments, 
but  we  hope  no  parsimonious  system  of  public 
economy  will  be  allowed  to  retard  the  progress  of 
humanity  in  the  section  of  New  England  that  pro- 
fesses to  sympathize  with  the  unfortunate  in  all  the 
relations  of  life.  [ Medical  and  Surgical  Jour. 

The  house  of  industry  farm  at  South  Boston, 
consists  of  35  acres.  The  produce  from  it  last  year 
was  valued  at  $5,200.  The  present  autumn  there 
is  growing  on  this  farm  a large  crop  of  white  tur- 
nips, estimated  at  3,000  bushels  as  a second  crop,  a 
large  crop  having  preceded. 

Combination  among  the  Boston  coal  dealers.  The 
Boston  Times  says — We  have  been  informed,  that, 
within  a tew  days,  the  coal  dealers  had  a meeting, 
and  agreed  to  raise  the  prices  of  coal,  simultane- 
ously half  a dollar  a ton.  The  price  was  raised 
accordingly.  There  was  no  other  cause  lor  this 
than  the  unscrupulous  avarice  of  the  dealers,  and  no 
other  excuse  than  that  afforded  by  the  coming  on  of 
cold  weather.  There  is  no  failure  in  the  supply. 
The  mining  has  not  ceased,  either  by  earthquake  or 
the  destruction  of  workmen.  Ships  have  not  been 
sunk  with  coal  cargoes,  nor  has  navigation  been  im- 
peded. Our  wharves  are  fully  loaded;  the  whether 
promises  fairly;  the  depots  of  the  miners  have  tens 
of  thousands  of  tons,  unsold  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
all  is  favorable,  now  and  in  prospect,  for  low  prices 
of  coal.  Yet  an  advance  of  hali  a dollar  per  ton  is 
put  upon  anthracite  coal! 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Banks  of  Rhode  Island.  The  following  is  a state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  .Rhode  Island  banks  to 
the  5th  instant: 


Liabilities. 

Capital,  $9,073,865 

Circulation,  1,602,108 
Due  other  banks,  4S4,092 
Profits,  455,470 

Dividends  unpaid,  18,498 
Deposits  on  int’st,  484,707 
Do.  not  on  int’st,  834,371 


Resources. 

Loans,  $11,43,191 

Specie,  296,200 

Bills  on  other  b’ks,  341,531 
Due  from  banks,  783,083 


Stock, 
Stock,  &c. 


151,090 

338,028 


Total  reso’s,  $13,853,113 


Total  liab’s  $13,853,113 

Since  September  7th,  the  circulation  of  these 
banks  has  increased  $69,344  25;  and  the  specie  has 
been  reduced  $8,953  51. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  city  of  New  York  at  the  last  dates,  was  in  a 
state  of  excitement,  induced  by  the  charge,  on  the 
side  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  of  alleged  frauds 
said  to  have  been  committed  by  the  vvhigs  during 
the  election  of  1838,  in  that  city,  and  by  the  im- 
putation on  the  other  part  of  a conspiracy  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  producing  at  the 
very  eve  of  an  election  an  ex  parte  exhibit  of  foul 
accusations,  against  their  political  opponents,  to 
effect  the  pending  election. 

The  Oneidas.  Another  detachment  of  Oneidas, 
about  two  hundred  in  number,  passed  through  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  a few  days  ago,  on  their  way  to  Kettle 
creek,  in  Canada,  where  they  have  selected  their 
future  homes. 

The  New  York  state  loan  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  canal,  for  the  Genesse  Valley  canal  and  for 
the  Black  River  canal,  to  the  amount  $1,500,000, 
has  been  taken  at  the  rate  of  91  dollars  i'or  each 
hundred  dollars,  of  a five  percent,  stock,  payable 
in  1856,  by  the  following  banks: 

Mechanics’  SkFarmers’  bank,  Albany,  $600,000 
New  York  state  loan,  ’ 600,000 

City  bank,  Albany,  loo’ooo 

Canal  bank,  100,000 

Commercial  bank,  100,000 

$1,500,000 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Princeton  college.  The  annual  commencement  of 
Princeton  college,  N.  J.  took  place  some  time  since. 
Graduates  76.  This  is  the  largest  that  ever  gradu- 
ated at  Nassau  Hall.  Thirty-eight  alumni  were 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  course. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  Philadelphia 
papers  state  that  arrangements  have  been  conclud- 
ed between  the  United  States  bank  and  other  banks 
of  that  city,  with  collateral  arrangements  with  eas- 
tern banks,  which  will  enable  the  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia to  resume  specie  payments  on  or  before  the 
15th  of  January  next. 

Extraordinary  fraud.  An  act  has  been  biought 
to  light  which  is  connected  will)  one  of  the  most 
iniquitous  frauds  ever  practised  in  (his  country  in 
reference  to  elections.  The  matter  is  nncleru-oing 
judicial  inquiry,  and  we  therefore  give  the  report 
as  it  is  now  current. 


Our  readers  are  aware  that  the  locofoco  vote  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  was  larger,  by 
several  thousand,  than  any  one,  even  the  honest 
men  of  that  party,  believed  it  would  be;  no  man, 
for  instance,  thought  that  there  were  as  many  Van 
Buren  voters  in  this  city  and  county,  by  several 
thousands,  as  there  were  Van  Buren  votes  received 
last  Tuesday;  and  attention  was,  consequently, 
drawn  to  the  naturalization  proceedings,  to  illus- 
trate the  subject.  The  following  discovery,  we 
learn,  has  been  made:  In  the  book  of  the  proper 

officer  of  the  court,  wherein  are  registered  the  names 
and  oaths  of  those  emigrants  who  declare  their  in- 
tention to  become  citizens,  leaves  had  been  in- 
serted this  year  in  the  record  of  the  year  1838,  and 
the  names  of  many  persons  registered  as  declaring 
their  intentions,  ami  the  name  of  the  former  clerk 
of  the  office  forged  thereto;  and  the  court  having 
been  induced  to  believe  that  these  several  entries 
were  really  made  in  1838,  granted  tiie  papers  of 
naturalization.  This  high-handed  fraud,  striking 
at  the  purity  of  courts  and  election,  has  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  judge  King,  and  will  be 
carefully  sifted.  [ Philad . U.  S.  Guz. 

This  case,  founded  upon  a rule  granted  by  the 
court  of  general  sessions  on  Monday  last,  and  re- 
turnable this  morning,  upon  a number  of  indivi- 
duals, to  show  cause  why  their  certificates  of  natu- 
ralization should  not  be  vacated,  came  up  before 
the  court  yesterday  morning,  judges  Barton,  Conrad 
and  Doran  being  present.  Two  witnesses  were 
examined  with  reference  to  the  service  of  a notice 
of  the  rule  upon  the  respondents,  and  it  appeared 
that  notices  had  only  been  left  at  their  places  of  re- 
sidence and  not  served  upon  them  personally  as  or- 
dered by  the  court,  nor  had  notice  of  the  same  been 
published  in  the  newspapers  as  directed.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  defalcation,  the  court  ordered  the 
rule  to  be  continued  until  Saturday  next,  at  10 
o’clock.  During  the  session  the  grand  jury  came 
into  court,  and  returned  5 true  bills,  when  judge 
Barton  stated  that  judge  Conrad  and  himself,  judge 
Doran  being  otherwise  engaged,  had  made  a tho- 
rough examination  of  the  books  and  papers  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk,  that  he  had  discovered  upon  the 
petitions  of  18  persons  that  his  name  or  the  initials 
of  his  name  had  been  forged  upon  them,  but  that 
they  had  not  thus  far  been  able  to  find  out  who  had 
committed  the  frauds.  He  read  the  names  of  the 
several  petitioners  and  handed  them  to  the  jury, 
urging  them  at  once  to  institute  a rigid  inquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  summon  all  and  every  person  whom 
they  might  suppose  had  any  knowledge  of  the  af- 
fair. For  himself  he  was  prepared  to  come  before 
them  and  testify  at  any  time. 

The  court  then  adjourned,  and  the  grand  jury 
proceeded  to  the  inquiry  as  directed  by  the  court. 

Court  of  common  pleas,  October  24,  1840.  Before 
judges  King,  Randall  and  Jones.  The  rule  granted 
on  application  of  William  B.  Reed,  esq,  upon  a 
number  of  individuals,  to  shew  cause  why  their  cer- 
tificates of  declaration  to  become  citizens  of  the  U. 
States,  should  not  be  cancelled;  and  upon  several 
others,  to  shew  cause  why  their  certificates  of  na- 
turalization should  not  he  vacated,  returnable  this 
morning  at  10  o’clock,  was  called  up  for  considera- 
tion, when  Mr.  Reed  for  the  relators  stated  to  the 
court  that  he  had  nothing  to  offer  in  evidence  but 
the  book  of  record,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk.  Judge 
King  stated  he  had  just  been  informed,  that  the  book 
was  in  the  hands  of  (he  grand  jury.  Mr.  Reed  did 
not  wish  to  press  the  rule  only  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  an  early  administration  of  justice,  and  if 
the  books  were  not  attainable,  if  the  court  was  sa- 
tisfied with  the  examination  previously  made  of  the 
books,  he  would  not  press  the  exhibition  of  the  re- 
cord. Judge  Jones  had  no  doubt,  from  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  book,  that  the  leaves  were  interpolated, 
but  was  not  aware  of  the  manner  of  getting  at  a re- 
medy as  he  conceived  the  book  was  not  strictly  a 
record  of  the  court.  The  court  then  inquired  if  any 
person  was  present  named  in  the  rule — no  one  ap- 
peared. Mr.  Stokes  then  appeared  as  counsel,  to 
resist  the  rule.  The  court  desired  himtostate  who 
he  represented,  that  the  case  might  come  up  in  a 
tangible  form.  After  some  conversation  between 
the  court  and  the  counsel,  it  appeared  that  Mr. 
Stokes  represented  Tlios.  McGittlgan  of  the  city,  a 
candidate  for  council  at  the  late  election.  H.  M. 
Phillips,  esq.  clerk  of  the  court,  and  Win.  L.  Hirst, 
esq.  with  Messrs.  Stokes  and  Phillips  generally  all 
the  respondent.  The  book  was  sent  for  when  it 
appeared  tiie  grand  jury  had  adjourned  and  locked 
it  up,  and  it  could  not  be  brought  into  court.  The 
rule  was  then  continued  until"  Tuesday  afternoon 
next  at  3 o’clock,  when  the  court  will  hold  a special 
session  for  the  tiial  of  this  case  only. 

Immediately  after  this  case  was  disposed  of, 
Charles  Naylor,  esq.  made  application  for  an  order 
upon  the  prolhonotaiy  of  the  court  of  commons 
pleas  to  allow  a copy  of  the  list  of  voters  at  the 


late  election  of  the  7th  ward  Northern  Liberties  to 
be  taken.  He  read  the  affidavit  of  Henry  S.  Rose- 
grant  that  he  had  called  upon  the  prothonolary  for 
a copy,  and  that  he  stated  no  such  copies  were  in 
his  office.  Mr.  Naylor  stated  that  the  return  judge 
of  the  ward  had  informed  him  that  the  returns  to 
that  office  had  been  made  as  provided  by  law,  and 
further  stated  that  he  had  expected  to  have  had  his 
affidavit  of  the  fact,  before  he  made  the  application, 
but  was  disappointed.  The  prothonatory  stated  to 
the  court  tiiat  no  such  returns  had  been  made.  The 
court  took  for  granted  the  statement  of  the  pro- 
thonotary,  and,  as  it  was  only  contested  by  the  as- 
sertion of  Mr.  Naylor  for  the  return  judge,  nothing 
further  was  done;  the  case  resting  there  for  tiie 
production  of  the  affidavit  of  the  return  judge, 
which  Mr.  Naylor  said  he  hoped  to  get  before  the 
court  adjourned.  Judge  King  said  that  the  refusal 
of  a copy,  upon  the  payment  of  fees  in  such  or 
similar  cases,  was  a violation  of  official  duty.  The 
court  seemed  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  there 
was  an  error  in  tiie  return,  and  that  the  papers  had 
been  left  at  some  other  office. 

Census.  Tiie  following  has  been  ascertained  by,  . 
the  recent  census  to  be  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  respective  wards  named,  and  of  the  district  of 
the  Northern  Liberties  complete. 

City — Upper  Delaware  ward  5.783,  Lower  Dela- 
ware do.  5,997,  High  street  do.  3,200. 

Kensington — 1st  ward  3,314,  2d  do.  3,599,  4th  do. 
4,533. 

Northern  Liberties — 1st  ward  3,391,  2d  do.  3,162, 
3d  do.  4.663,  4th  do.  3,948,  5th  do.  6.305,  6th  do. 
6,245,  7th  6,773 — Making  a total  in  Northern  Li- 
berty of  34,487. 

MARYLAND. 

Resignation  and  appointment.  Cornelius  McLean, 
esq.  has  resigned  his  place  as  secretary  of  state,  and 
James  Murray,  esq.  of  Annapolis,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  vacancy,  by  the  governor.  Mr. 
McLean  has  been  appointed  auditor  to  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  will  remain  permanently  in  Anna- 
polis. [Ball.  Sun. 

An  indictment  has  been  found  by  the  grand  jury  of 
Baltimore  city,  against  Jeffers,  the  late  assistant  consta- 
ble of  the  city,  for  a conspiracy  to  obtain  illegal  voters, 
to  vote  at  the  recent  election.  Jeffers  has  been  arrest- 
ed, was  committed,  and  bailed  in  the  sum  of  $2,000  to 
answer  to  the  accusation. 

Death  of  the  hon.  John  S.  Spence.  We  sincerely 
regret  to  learn  the  decease  of  the  hon.  John  S. 
Spence,  senator  in  congress  from  tiie  state  of  Ma- 
ryland. He  died  at  his  residence  in  Worcester 
county  on  Thursday  last.  The  United  States  Ga- 
zette, which  announces  tiffs  event,  remarks  most 
justly  that  Mr.  Spence  was  a gentleman  of  enlarged 
views,  of  estimable  character,  and  respected  in  all 
the  relations  of  life.  His  loss  will  be  extensively  felt. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  Yorktown  whig  convention  This  meeting  took 
place  on  (he  19th  inst.  the  anniversary  of  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis,  and  on  tiie  spot  where  that 
glorious  tiiumph  was  achieved.  The  Norfolk  He- 
rald of  Wednesday  says: 

Delegations  were  present  from  all  ports  of  lower 
Virginia,  and  at  11  o’clock  the  procession,  consist- 
ing of  about  two  thousand,  with  music  and  flying 
banners,  was  formed  in  front  of  the  court  house. — 
First  came  the  invited  guests;  then  the  chivalrous 
company  of  “Williamsburg  guards”  in  full  uniform, 
and  lastly  the  different  delegations.  Crowds  of 
ladies  from  the  surrounding  country  filled  the  win- 
dows and  doors  as  the  procession  passed,  and  by 
their  presence  and  by  their  smiles,  hallowed  the  oc- 
currences of  the  day.  All  was  life  and  enthusiasm, 
such  as  Old  York  has  never  witnessed  since  the  re- 
volution, except  during  the  visit  of  Lafayette. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed as  officers  of  the  convention: 

President — Henry  A.  Wise. 

Vice  presidents — Peyton  R.  Nelson,  Miers  W. 
Fisher,  Win.  G.  Young,  John  M,  Gregory. 

Secretaries — Morea  Bowers,  John  Jarvis,  Thomas 
T.  Cropper,  Dr.  Henry  Shsild,  John  Semple,  Carey 
J.  Jones. 

M r. Wise  in  taking  the  chair,  addressed  the  people 
in  his  best  style  of  impressive  eloquence.  He  was 
followed  by  the  hon.  John  Sergeant,  of  Philadelphia, 
judge  Upshur,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Wallis,  of  Baltimore, 
and  gen.  Leslie  Combes,  of  Kentucky.  The  two 
gentlemen  last  named  spoke  in  the  afternoon.  The 
speeches  of  both  are  spoken  of  as  having  been  high- 
ly interesting  and  eloquent.  The  convention  ad- 
journed in  the  evening  to  meet  again  at  Washing- 
ton on  the  4th  of  March  1841. 

Alexander  Bogart,  alias  McLeod,  who,  it  will  be 
remembered,  left  our  city  about  two  years  since, 
alter  committing  some  forgeries,  and  for  whom  the 
governor  issued  a proclamation,  offering  a reward 
for  his  apprehension,  was  arrested  a few  days  since 
in  Albany,  and  has  been  brought  on  hero  and  lodged 
in  jail  to  await  his  trial.  [ Richmond  Compiler. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  mails.  There  was  no  exception  yesterday, 
to  the  failure  of  the  mails.  The  Wilmington  boat 
arrived  without  a mail,  and  we  are  indebted  to  a 
assenger  for  the  news  as  far  as  Baltimore,  who 
rought  a single  paper.  There  are  now  due  three 
Boston  letter  mails — two  New  York  letter  mails 
and  three  newspaper  mails  from  the  North. 

The  complaints  of  the  press  and  the  remonstrance 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce  have  been  disregarded 
by  the  department.  We  propose  therefore  a public 
meeting,  to  send  on  an  agent  to  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, to  plead  in  person  the  cause  of  our  merchants 
whose  interests  are  thus  shamefully  sacrificed,  and 
their  fortunes  perilled.  The  point  of  failure  is  Wel- 
don. [ Charleston  Mercury,  Ocl.  24. 

GEORGIA. 

Severe  rebuke.  We  copy  from  the  last  Macon 
Messenger,  the  following  just  rebuke  to  Mr.  For- 
syth, who  has  been  for  some  time  loading  the  mails 
with  franked  packages  of  Extra  Globes  and  other 
loco  loco  documents  addressed  to  the  clerks  of  courts 
and  the  justices  of  the  inferior  courts  in  various 
counties.  [ Augusta  Chronicle. 

Georgia:  Lee  county.  Inferior  court,  adjourned 
term,  1840.  It  appearing  in  the  court  that  one  John 
Forsyth  has  sent  on  to  this  court,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  them  panderers  to  party  baseness,  cer- 
tain packages  of  vile  and  slanderous  papers,  to  wit: 
one  package  of  “Extra  Globes,”  one  package  of 
“Addresses  to  the  slave  holding  states,  by  the  de- 
mocratic members  of  congress,”  and  one  package 
of  “Addresses  to  the  people  of  Georgia,”  and 
that  said  papers  are  false  and  infamou's  in  their 
nature,  and  tend  to  subvert  truth,  to  defraud  the 
people,  to  deceive  the  ignorant,  and  to  make  the 
honest  voters  as  corrupt  as  the  administration  from 
which  they  emanated;  and  this  court  being  unwil- 
ling to  pander  to  the  views  of  a corrupt  administra- 
tion, or  be  made  the  tool  of  a parly,  as  is  the  afore- 
said John  Forsyth:  It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the 
sheriff  of  this  county  do  take  the  aforesaid  papers, 
and  between  the  hours  often  and  three  this  day,  in 
a fire  to  be  made  for  that  purpose,  or.  the  public 
square,  or  some  other  public  and  eminent  place, 
that  he  burn  and  consume  the  same,  utterly  and  en- 
tirely; and  that  copies  of  this  order  be  sent  to  Amos 
Kendall,  ex-postmaster  general,  and  the  aforesaid 
John  Forsyth,  and  the  same  be  to  published  in  the 
Columbus  Enquirer  and  Georgia  Messenger. 

A true  extract  from  the  minutes,  Oct.  8,  1840. 

Ashley  Phillips,  clerk. 

Returns  complete.  The  following  is  the  aggregate 
vote  of  the  several  candidates  for  congress  in  all 
the  counties  of  the  state.  They  are  from  official 
returns  to  (he  governor,  except  three;  and  those  are 
received  from  private  sources,  no  doubt  correct.  In 
the  senate  we  have  43,  the  Van  Buren  party  44 — 
and  a tie  in  Coweta.  In  the  house  of  representa- 
tives our  majority  is  about  30. 

Aggregate  vote. 

Whig.  I Administration. 


Alford,  39,275  | Black,  35.49G 

Dawson,  39,619  I Campbell,  8-5,379 

Foster,  39,306  | Colquitt,  35,562 

Gamble,  39,254  Cooper,  35'56.9 

Habersham,  39,379  | Hillyer,  35.359 

King,  39.257  Iverson,  35,311 

Meriwether,  39,141  | Lumpkin,  35,417 

Nisbet,  39,399  Patterson,  35,291 

Warren,  39,297  | Pooler,  35,362 


[ Milledgeville  Recorder. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  "polled  is  75,000: 
the  largest  vote  ever  given  in  the  state.  Dawson’s 
majority  over  Cooper,  (the  highest  Van  Buren  can- 
didate), is  4,050.  The  average  majority  of  our 
ticket  over  the  other  is  2,905.  [ Messenger . 

ALABAMA. 

Mobile.  At  the  lowest  estimate,  there  are  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  houses  building  in  Mo- 
bile; and  some  of  them,  too,  of  the  most  magnificent 
kind.  Cullum’s  hotel  is  going  up  almost  by  magic; 
the  bank  is  nearly  finished;  a new  theatre  is  under 
way;  on  Dauphin  street  there  is  almost  a continu- 
ous lange  of  houses  rising  for  three  squares;  and  in 
all  parts  of  the  city  the  hammer  of  the  busy  work- 
man is  heard  cheering  the  ear  of  the  desponding, 
and  giving  indications  of  a return  to  a solid  and 
stable  prosperity. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  hon.  Rice  Garland  has  arrived  at  Opelousas, 
and  ha3  taken  his  seat  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Louisiana. 

Vun  Buren  convention  at  Baton  Rouge.  The 
Courier  says  that  the  Baton  Rouge  democratic  con- 
vention was  one  of  the  largest  popular  gatherings 
ever  beheld  in  Louisiana.  The  number  of  persons 
present  was  estimated  at  about  4,000.  2.240  were 
counted  in  the  procession. 

Baton  Rouge  penitentiary.  Our  visit  to  this  insti- 
tution on  Monday  last  was  but  brief  and  hasty.  Our 


trusty  and  well  beloved  doctor  Dines  was  the  first 
whom  we  visited.  He  was  pegging  away  at  red 
brogans  in  the  shoemakers’  shop.  What  a falling 
off  was  there!  The  cambric  ruffles  had  vanished, 
the  watch  chains  had  disappeared,  the  soap  lock  had 
cut  him  or  had  been  cut  from  him,  the  diamond 
rings  were  not  to  be  seen  on  his  fingers!  He  was 
dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  penitentiary,  a coarse 
cotton  jacket  and  trowsers,  coarsely  plaited  straw 
hat,  and  a pair  of  brogans,  of  his  own  make  proba- 
bly. Each  of  the  convicts  wears  an  iron  ring  round 
the  right  leg,  to  which  is  attached  an  iron  chain  that 
reaches  to  the  waist,  and  is  there  fastened  by  a belt 
that  extends  round  the  body.  The  only  mark  of 
former  aristocratic  arrogance  by  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished was  a small  plain  gold  ring  on  the  third 
finger  of  the  left  hand,  a memento  perhaps  of  som<- 
“Cawoline,”  who  through  all  his  misfortunes  clung 
to  him. 

Doctor  O’Neill,  known  also  in  this  city,  who  was 
condemned  for  cheating  his  washer  woman,  was 
making  shoes  in  the  same  shop  with  the  doctor. — 
So,  also,  was  a young  man  of  the  name  of  Arnold, 
who  had  figured  for  a brief  period  as  a merchant 
here,  and  who  was  condemned  last  spring  to  five 
years  imprisonment  for  taking,  under  false  pre- 
tences, two  pipes  of  brandy  from  Mr.  Blache,  auc- 
tioneer; or  in  other  words  for  stealing  them.  Mc- 
Laughlin, who  was  found  guilty  of  picking  Mr. 
Giegory  Byrne’s  pocket  in  the  public  square  on  the 
eight  of  January  last,  we  also  saw.  McLaughlin, 
we  understood  at  the  time  of  his  trial,  was  some- 
what notorious  as  a northern  swindler, — in  Phila- 
delphia as  such  he  was  particularly  known.  On 
Monday  he  was  working  at  the  cabinet  business, 
and  at  what  we  conceived  to  be  the  critical  branch 
of  it;  he  was  finishing  off  a large  claw  foot  fora 
sofa.  We  visited  likewise  the  room  in  which  the 
unfortunate  Mrs.  Doyle,  the  heroine  of  the  Girod 
street  Iragedy  is.  She  works  in  the  laundry,  which 
is  situated  somewhat  apart  from  the  place  where 
the  other  prisoners  are.  She  is  the  only  white  wo- 
man in  the  penitentiary.  [ N . O.  Picayune. 

The  cession  of  the  Louisiana  territory  was  made 
by  France  to  the  United  States  in  1803,  during  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  first  consulate 
of  Napoleon.  The  country,  including  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  had  belonged  originally  to  Spain,  but 
had  been  conveyed  to  France  by  a secret  treaty,  a 
short  time  before  the  negotiations  were  opened  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  with  the  French  re- 
public. We  find  in  the  Crescent  City — a new  pa- 
per recently  started  in  New  Orleans — an  account 
of  the  ceremonials  accompanying  the  transfer  and 
reception  of  authority  among  the  several  govern- 
ments concerned: 

As  soon  as  the  ratifications  were  exchanged,  Mr. 
Pichon,  the  charge  d’affaires  of  France  at  Washing- 
ton, sent  orders  To  Mr.  Laussat  at  New  Orleans,  to 
hold  a conference  with  Messrs.  De  Salcedo  and  Casa 
Calvo,  the  commissioners  of  the  king  of  Spain,  on 
the  subject  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
November,  1803,  the  Spanish  troops  were  drawn  up 
in  front  of  the  city  hall. 

The  French  and  Spanish  commissioners  came 
there,  followed  by  a procession  of  the  merchants  and 
inhabitants  of  their  respective  nations.  Three  chairs 
were  arranged  in  the  council  chamber,  and  Salcedo 
occupying  the  middle  one,  Laussat  presented  to  him 
the  decree  of  the  15th  October,  1802,  by  which  the 
king  of  Spain  ordered  his  representative  to  deliver 
the  colony  to  the  French  plenipotentiary.  Mr. 
Laussat  produced  at  the  same  time  the  authority  of 
the  first  consul  to  take  possession  of  the  country  in 
the  name  of  the  French  people.  After  the  public 
reading  of  these  acts,  the  Spanish  governor,  leaving 
his  seat,  delivered  him  the  keys  of  the  city',  and  the 
marquis  de  Casa  Calvo  announced  “that  the  Louisi- 
anians who  should  not  declare  that  they  wished  to 
retire  under  the  Spanish  authority,  were  absolved 
from  their  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Catholic  king.” — 
At  a signal,  given  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  the  Spa- 
nish colors  W'ere  lowered  and  the  French  hoisted. 

The  French  sovereignty  lasted  from  thp  30th  No- 
vember to  the  20th  December,  1S03.  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson advanced  with  the  United  States  troops  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  established  his 
campon  the  ISth  December,  1803,  within  a half 
league  of  New  Orleans.  As  soon  as  this  took 
place,  the  Spanish  troops  immediately  embarked 
and  set  sail  lor  Havana. 

On  the  20th  December,  the  day  fixed  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  province  to  the  United  States,  Laussat, 
accompanied  by  a numerous  retinue,  went  to  the 
city  hail.  At  the  same  moment  the  American 
troops  were,  by’  his  orders,  introduced  into  the  city. 
Governor  Claiborne  and  general  Wilkinson  were 
received  in  form  in  the  city  hall,  and  were  placed 
on  either  side  of  M.  Laussat.  The  treaty  of  ces- 
sion, the  respective  powers  of  the  commissioners, 


and  the  certificate  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
were  read. 

Laussat  then  pronounced  these  words:  “In  con- 
formity with  the  treaty,  I put  the  United  States  in 
possession  of  Louisiana  and  its  dependencies.  The 
citizens  and  inhabitants  who  wish  to  remain  here 
and  obey  the  laws,  are  from  this  moment  exonerat- 
ed from  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  French  republic.” 
Mr.  Claiborne,  exercising  the  powers  of  governor 
general  and  intendant  of  the  province  ot  Louisiana, 
delivered  a congratulatory  discourse,  addressed  to 
the  Louisianians.  “The  cession,”  said  he,  “se- 
cures to  you  and  your  descendants  the  inheritance 
of  liberty,  perpetual  laws,  and  magistrates  whom 
you  will  elect  yourselves.”  These  formalities  be- 
ing fulfilled,  Mr.  Claiborne  then  declared  that  the 
authority  of  the  United  Stales  was  established,  and 
the  public  officers  were  duly  installed  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  several  functions. 

Suice  the  period  of  the  cession  New  Orleans  has 
increased  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  Mississippi, 
instead  of  forming  the  western  boundary  of  the 
union,  rolls  between  organized  states  lying  on  both 
sides.  The  importance  of  the  great  acquisition  ob- 
tained by  (he  treaty  of  1803  may  be  estimated  by 
any  one  who  will  consider,  even  without  regarding 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  territory  itself — what 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  west  if  New  Orleans 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  were  now  in  the 
possession  of  a foreign  power. 

The  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  was  con- 
tended for  by  Great  Britain  as  late  as  the  close  of 
the  last  war — so  little  did  that  nation  know  of  the 
progressive  tendency  of  this  republic.  The  Mis- 
sissippi seems  to  have  been  regarded  then  by  Eng- 
land pretty  much  as  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  is 
now — that  is,  as  a large  liver  flowing  through  unin- 
habited regions  for  the  most  part,  and  useful  chief- 
ly as  affording  facilities  for  the  fur  trade.  The 
claim  to  a free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  by  any 
foreign  power  at  this  day  would  appear  as  prepos- 
terous as  a claim  on  our  part  to  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Thames.  Yet  it  is  not  among  the  least  of  the 
services  which  Henry  Clay  has  rendered  to  his 
country,  that  he  repelled  the  pretensions  of  the  Bri- 
tish commissioners  at  Ghent  to  that  privilege. 

The  astonishing  increase  of  the  trade  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi since  the  cession  of  1803  would  give,  if  set 
forth  in  statistics,  some  criterion  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  unexampled  growth  of  this  country  in  wealth, 
productiveness  and  national  substance.  The  intro- 
duction of  steam  power  ha3  had  a great  deal  to  do 
with  the  increase  of  that  trade— but  only  in  the  way 
of  aiding  in  the  development  of  resources  which  be- 
longed to  the  country.  What  the  aspect  of  the 
great  west  will  he  fifty  years  hence,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  human  imagination  to  prefigure.  [Amer. 

Another  land  slide  at  Plaquemine.  The  Iberville 
Gazette  of  the  17th  inst.  says:  “About  six  arpents 
of  levee  and  some  of  the  public  road  in  front  of  the 
town  of  Plaquemine,  has  been  carried  away  by 
another  slide  of  earth.  The  slide  began  about  two 
hundred  feet  from  the  former  one,  so  that  there  will 
be  at  least  fifteen  arpents  of  levee  to  be  made  to 
preserve  the  town  and  a great  part  of  the  parish  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  from  the  danger  of  an 
overflowing.  This  second  disaster  took  place  on 
Friday  last,  and  the  ground  still  continues  to  settle. 
There  now  remains  of  the  whole  front  of  the  town 
but  a small  point  where  boats  can  land,  and  if  that 
slides,  there  will  be  no  steamboat  landing  until  high 
water.” 

KENTUCKY. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  the  Van  Buren  senator  from  the 
Louisville  district,  has  resigned  his  seat. 

Camp  Woodford.  The  military  encampment  at 
Versailles,  composed  of  the  following  companies — 
capt.  Wm.  Bradford’s  Lexington  artillery,  captain 
Win.  B.  Blackburn’s  Versailles  artillery,  capt.  G. 
L.  Postelhwaite’s  Lexington  old  infantry,  and  capt. 
A.  W.  Lockwood’s  Frankfort  light  infantry — and 
all  under  the  command  of  col.  A.  G.  Hodges,  was 
terminated  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  the  va- 
rious companies  returned  to  their  respective  homes. 
We  have  heard  but  one  voice  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  conducted.  All  unite  in  repre- 
senting it  as  having  been  conducted  with  great  de- 
corum, as  exhibiting  great  skill  and  proficiency  in 
drill  and  discipline,  and  being  in  every  respect  cre- 
ditable to  the  Kentucky  volunteers.  The  manner  in 
which  the  commanding  officer  discharged  his  du- 
ties, and  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  the  citizens 
of  Versailles  and  Woodford  county,  are  fitly  spoken 
of  in  the  following  correspondence  which  has  been 
sent  to  us,  with  the  request  that  we  would  publish 
it  in  the  Commonwealth:  [Comm. 

Camp  Woodford,  Oct.  10,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  As  a committee  delegated  by  the  mi- 
litary here  assembled,  it  is  with  feelings  of  no  ordi- 
nary satisfaction  that  we  congratulate  you  on  the 
happy  termination  of  the  camp  drill  at  this  place  on 
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this  morning.  The  satisfaction  that  was  then  evi- 
dent in  the  countenance  of  each  officer  and  soldier 
belonging  to  the  encampment,  and  the  regret  at 
parting  with  you  and  the  officers  composing  your 
military  family,  renders  it  almost  unnecessary,  on 
our  part,  to  assure  you  of  their  entire  satisfaction 
with  you  as  a commander.  It  is  only  left  to  us  to 
return  you  their  sincere  thanks  for  the  able  and  skil- 
ful manner  in  which  you  conducted  the  encamp- 
ment, and  the  firm,  though  kind  treatment  they 
received  at  your  hands  during  its  continuance,  and 
the  great  instruction  they  received  both  in  camp 
duty  and  in  the  school  of  battalion,  and  assure  you 
that  Camp  Woodford  will  long  be  cherished  in  their 
memories  as  the  scene  of  much  pleasure  and  in- 
struction 

Permit  us,  through  you,  to  tender  to  our  com- 
mander-in-chief,  his  excellency,  governor  Letcher, 
and  to  general  Dudley,  and  the  other  military  gen- 
tlemen in  their  company,  our  sincere  thanks  for 
their  kindness,  in  visiting  our  camp  and  reviewing 
the  troops  on  the  8th,  assuring  them  that  their  pre- 
sence added  no  little  to  our  military  pride,  acting, 
as  it  did,  as  the  greatest  stimulant  to  our  future  ex- 
ertions in  improvement  as  citizen  soldiers. 

To  the  brilliant  concourse  of  ladies  who  visited 
us  on  that  occasion,  we  fully  feel  our  incompetency 
to  express  our  gratification;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  we 
felt  more  than  proud  at  receiving  theirapprobation. 
To  the  citizens  of  Versailles  and  Woodford  county, 
who  so  kindly  furnished  the  camp  with  every  thing 
necessary  to  render  our  situation  both  comfortable 
and  agreeable,  we  return  our  thanks,  and  can  only 
say  that,  on  this  occasion  as  on  many  others,  old 
Woodford  has  nobly  sustained  herself.  To  Mr.  Di- 
vine and  col.  Harr,  of  Versailles,  who  kindly  fur- 
nished the  troops  with  the  eligible  situation  for  an 
encampment  and  parade  ground,  and  for  their  exer- 
tions to  render  the  troops  comfortable — whilst  in 
encampment,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks. 

And  now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  permit  us  to  say 
that  w’e  hope  to  meet  you  again  at  no  distant  day 
on  a similar  occasion.  Yours,  wuth  respect  and  es- 
teem, W.  B.  Blackburn,  jr.  capt.  v.  a. 

G.  L.  PoSTELHWAIT,  Capt.  L.  O.  I. 

E.  W.  Theobald,  1st  lieut.  l.  a. 

Committee. 

Col.  A.  G.  Hodges,  Frankfort,  Kij. 

Frankfort,  Oct.  14,  1840. 

To  Messrs.  TV.  B.  Blackburn , capt.  V.  A.,  G.  TV. 

Foslelhwait,  capt.  L.  O.  /.,  E.  TV.  Theobald,  1 si 

lieut.  L.  A. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  very  flatter- 
ing communication,  dated  “Camp  Woodford,  Oct. 
10th,”  and  for  so  much  of  it  as  is  personal  to  my- 
self, I return  you  my  sincere  thanks.  Nor  can  1 let 
the  present  opportunity  pass,  without  declaring  to 
you  that  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  men 
had  been  drilled  and  instructed  before  their  assem- 
blage at  the  encampment,  and  the  uniformly  correct 
conduct  and  willingness  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men,  to  submit  to  whatever 
discipline  was  enjoined  whilst  there,  I was  chiefly 
indebted  for  my  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  de- 
volved upon  me,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  meet  with  your  approbation. 

I also  cordially  unite  with  you  in  the  expressions 
of  gratitude  to  tiie  citizens  of  Versailles  and  Wood- 
ford county,  for  the  interest  taken  by  them  in  our 
military  exercises,  and  for  the  many  evidences  of. 
kindness  and  friendship  we  received  from  them. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  thank  you  again  for  the 
favorable  estimate  you  have  been  pleased  to  place 
upon  such  service  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  render, 
and  through  you  to  express  to  the  citizen  soldiers* 
whom  you  represent,  my  great  gratification  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  conducted  themselves  while 
at  Camp  Woodford,  and  to  assure  you  and  them  that 
I will  always  remember  with  delight,  the  acquain- 
tances and  friendships  made  there.  Very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant,  A.  G.  Hodges. 

A caution  to  stage  proprietors  and  drivers.  The 
Frankfort  (Ky.)  Commonwealth  states  that  in  the 
fall  of  1838,  the  mail  stage  line,  owned  by  Messrs. 
E.  P.  Johnson  & Co.  and  the  opposition  line  owned 
by  Messrs.  McNair  h Weaver,  came  in  contact  on 
the  turnpike  road  near  Shelbyville,  by  which  the 
mail  line  was  upset  and  several  passengers  had  I heir 
limbs  fractured.  Amongst  the  peisons  injured  was 
Mr.  Isaac  Laughlin,  the  driver  of  the  mail  line,  who 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  one  foot  and  ankle  crush- 
ed to  pieces,  by  which  he  has  been  made  a cripple 
for  life.  He  sued  McNair  h Weaver,  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  opposition,  for  the  injury,  alleging  the 
wanton  conduct  of  their  drivtr  as  the  cause.  The 
case  was  tried  some  time  since  in  the  Shelby  cir- 
cuit court,  and  a verdict  was  given  in  favor  of 
Laughlin  for  $1,900.  A new  trial  was  granted 
upon  application  of  the  defendants;  the  case  was 
removed  to  the  Henry  circuit  court,  and  there  tried 
the  last  week,  when  a verdict  of  $2,000  was  given. 
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In  the  month  of  September,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  or  its  equivalent 
in  wheat,  were  exported  from  Cleveland,  Ohio.— 


The  whole  state,  according  to  the  Cincinnati  Chro- 
nicle, will  export  during  the  present  season,  some- 
thing like  one  million  of  barrels  of  flour,  or  its  equi- 
valent in  wheat. 

Cheese  in  Ohio.  We  find  in  the  Cincinnati  Daily 
Chronicle,  a very  interesting  article  on  the  subject 
of  cheese,  its  consumption  and  the  extent  of  its 
manufacture  in  the  west.  In  the  year  1823,  two 
gentlemen  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  commenced 
supplying  the  river  towns  with  this  article  by  bring- 
ing to  Cincinnati  in  a skiff  about  1,500  lbs.  cheese. 
From  this  small  beginning,  the  business  has  increas- 
ed till  their  sales  have  amounted,  for  the  last  six 
years,  to  between  200  and  300  tons  per  annum, 
three-fourths  of  which  is  sold  in  Cincinnati,  the  ba- 
lance at  Louisville  and  other  towns  down  the  river. 

In  the  single  township  of  Aurora,  in  Portage  co. 
Ohio,  there  have  been  made  between  250  and  300 
tons  of  cheese  yearly,  for  the  last  ten  years,  which 
has  netted  the  farmers  about  6 cents  per  lb.  one 
year  with  another. 

The  amount  of  western  reserve  cheese  sold  in 
Cincinnati  yearly  is  estimated  at  between  800  and 
900  tons,  for  the  last  six  years,  and  is  increasing 
annually.  The  price  has  generally  ranged  from  7 
to  9 cents,  and  has  been  as  high  (in  the  autumn  of 
1838)  as  12|  cts.  it  has  never  been  so  low  before, 
as  at  present,  6^  cts.  for  ten  years  past. 

The  Episcopal  church  in  Ohio.  We  have  been  fa- 
vored with  the  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  the  diocese  of  Ohio. 
From  it,  we  learn  that  the  church  is  in  a highly 
flourishing  condition,  and  we  glean  the  following 
statislics — churches,  53;  baptisms  in  the  year,  365; 
communicanls  added,  481;  died  or  removed,  185; 
total  number  present,  2,132;  confirmed,  122;  mar- 
ried, 95;  funerals,  292;  Sunday  school  scholars,  1,582; 
contributions  for  benevolent  objects,  $2,484  S3. 

\_Phila.  Inquirer. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  stale  bank.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  a late 
date,  announces  that  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  has 
made  arrangments,  by  which  it  will  be  able  to  re- 
alize a large  amount  of  funds  and  resume  specie 
payments.  The  editor  adds:  “the  Shawneetown 
bank  has,  no  doubt,  entered  into  similar  arrange- 
ments, and  no  difficulty  need  he  apprehended  in  the 
prompt  payment  of  all  liabilities,  on  the  part  of 
either  of  the  institutions.  The  knowledge  of  these 
measures  of  the  bank  should  relieve  the  public 
mind  from  any  apprehensions  which  may  have  been 
indulged.  We  have  never  entertained  a doubt  of 
their  disposition  and  ability  to  do  justice  to  the 
public,  and  we  are  now  satisfied  that  their  situation 
is  such  as  to  command  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity.” 

MISSOURI. 

Dames  convicted.  William  P.  Darnes,  who  killed 
A.  J.  Davis,  the  editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Argus,  in 
a political  quarrel,  has  been  tried,  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  twelve  months  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary. 

FLORIDA. 

We  have  received  the  annexed  letter,  which, 
though  not  so  late  as  accounts  previously  receiv- 
ed, presents  some  details,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
such  a discouraging  aspect  of  affairs  in  that  penin- 
sula, and  of  I he  mode  of  managing  the  war,  as 
should  be  made  public.  [W.  Y.  Amer. 

St.  Augustine,  Sept.  22,  1840. 

The  Florida  war,  which,  like  the  eternal  Vesu- 
vius, is  never  quite  at  rest,  has  recently  assumed  an 
aspect  more  sanguinary  than  usual.  Not  a spot  of 
ground  in  the  interior  of  East  Florida,  from  the 
northern  boundary  line  to  the  southern  Keys,  is  free 
from  clanger,  except  those  portions  of  Hie  territory 
which  are  protected  by  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
troops.  Scarcely  does  an  express  arrive  iiom  Tal- 
lahassee to  Pilatka,  but  the  way  bill  exhibits  some 
hasty  tndorsement  of  recent  murder.— Although  a 
cordon  of  post3  has  been  established  on  the  mail 
route  across  t he  peninsula,  yet  the  inteivening 
hammocks  afford  the  Indians  ample  opportunity  to 
attack  any  traveller  who  is  not  guarded  by  an  escort 
sufficiently  numerous  to  hold  them  in  awe.  From 
the  frequent  and  almost  simultaneous  attacks  in 
quarters  remote  from  each  other  it  would  seem  that 
they  were  far  more  numerous  than  has  hitherto 
been  apprehended. 

We  hear  of  them  supplying  themselves  with  am- 
munition  at  the  Keys, — driving  off  cattle  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Micanopy — firing  on  the  express 
rider  in  the  vicinity  of  Pilatka — and  almost  in  the 
same  breath  they  are  embodied  and  carrying  all  be- 
fore them  in  the  district  of  the  Okefonoke.  The 
accounts  which  are  pouring  in  of  the  merciless  de- 
struction of  human  life  in  that  district,  are  such  as 
are  calculated  to  make  the  cheek  grow  pale. 

It  is  well  known  that,  for  several  years  past,  the 
Okefonoke  swamp  has  been  a grand  lurkin  g place 
for  the  enemy.  Some  two  years  since,  general 
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Taylor  caused  two  forts  to  be  established  near  the 
swamp,  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Mary’s  and  Suwa- 
nee,  both  of  which  livers  have  their  sources  in  that 
vast  reservoir. 

Fort  Gilmer  was  the  name  of  the  station  on  the 
Suwanee;  that  on  the  St.  Mary  was  called  Fort 
Moniac.  These  stations  were  established  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity 
from  the  Indians  of  the  Okefonoke,  who  were  in 
the  habit,  occasionally,  of  making  sallies  therefrom, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  and 
injury  of  the  crops. 

Owing,  however,  as  it  was  said,  to  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  Indians  from  that  quarter,  these 
stations  were  abandoned  in  the  early  part  of  August 
last. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  the  Indians  were  ad- 
vised of  the  abandonment  of  the  forts  or  not;  but  it 
is  certain  that  a large  body  of  the  enemy  appeared, 
not  three  w’eeks  afterwards,  within  twenty  miles  of 
Gilmer,  to  the  consternation  of  the  whole  district. 
They  commenced  their  work  of  destruction  by 
setting  fire  to  the  house  of  a Mr.  Green,  part  of 
whose  family  they  destroyed,  and  Mr.  Green  him- 
self had  his  leg  fractured  while  rescuing  the  re- 
mainder from  the  flames.  Following  the  course  of 
the  Suwanee,  the  Indians  next  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Gilmer,  near  which  five  families 
were  murdered  in  cold  blood.  Passing  thence  to- 
wards the  head  waters  of  the  St.  Mary,  they  at- 
tacked Fort  Moniac,  where  a few  families  had  con- 
gregated for  mutual  preservation, — killed  a number 
of  them,  and  burned  the  United  States’  buildings  to 
the  ground.  From  this  point  they  spread  themselves 
along  the  St.  Mary’s,  attacking  indiscriminately 
every  plantation  which  they  passed.  Frequently 
the  whole  family  was  murdered — again  we  hear  of 
a portion  which  was  saved.  Sometimes  the  father 
escaped — and  sometimes  it  was  the  mother,  pressing 
her  infant  to  her  bosom  as  she  fled  before  the  foe. 
In  one  family,  residing  near  the  south  prong  of  the 
St.  Mary’s,  it  is  stated  that  five  children  were  suc- 
cessively put  to  the  knife.  But  the  detail  is  too 
shocking  to  dwell  upon! 

Death  may  come  to  the  young  arpirant  for  glory 
— it  is  his  expectancy;  and  to  the  man  of  toil  and 
years — it  is  his  reward ; but  when,  with  a foul  and 
murderous  aim  he  strikes  the  innocent  and  defence- 
less bosoms  which  make  merry  the  household  hearth, 
the  heart  sickens  to  contemplate  the  work  of  the 
desroyer,  and  the  mind  involuntarily  questions 
“why  such  things  should  be?” 

The  commander  of  the  troops  in  Florida  doubt- 
less had  the  right  to  make  such  disposal  of  the 
United  States  forces  as,  in  his  opinion,  was  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  service.  If,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  prerogative  the  frontier  of  Georgia 
was  left  in  danger,  why  did  not  the  governor  of  that 
state  cause  a levy  of  militia  to  be  marched  to  its 
southern  border  when  the  storm  was  heard  rumb- 
ling in  the  distance — pre  the  tempest  fell  so  cruelly 
upon  those  who  were  powerless  to  resist  it? 

Where  slept  the  chivalric  spirit  of  the  gallant 
Floyd,  that  it  did  not  prompt  him,  on  the  withdraw- 
al of  the  regulars  and  the  dismissal  of  the  remain- 
ing troop-,  to  rush  single  handed  to  the  protection 
of  “his  old  hunting  ground?”  Did  he  not  know7 
the  condition  of  the  district  which  he  formerly  com- 
manded? Did  he  not  know  that  Indian  signs  were 
numerous  in  that  quarter  and  that  the  last  of  the 
defenders  had  vanished?  Lieut.  Whitfield,  of  his 
own  Georgia  militia  could  have  enlightened  him  in 
regard  to  the  facts.  He  could  have  told  him,  as  he 
informed  others  previous  to  his  discharge  from  Fort 
Gilmer,  that  the  Indian  sign  in  that  quarter  was 
heavy — so  much  so,  that  he  did  not  deem  it  prudent 
with  his  small  force,  to  pursue  the  trail. 

Troops  ere  this  may  have  arrived  at  these  sta- 
tions, now  rendered  desolate  and  lonely.  They 
may,  for  aught  1 know,  have  surrounded  the  whole 
Okefonoke  swamp.  Their  columns  at  this  moment 
may  be  displaying  on  the  arena  of  their  “thrice 
conquered  foe.”  If  such  be  the  case  it  is  well! 
Even  now,  it  is  well!  They  will  have  arrived  in 
time — to  bur}7  the  dead.  Let  them  search  among 
the  silent  habitations  of  Gilmer  and  the  smoking 
ruins  of  Moniac  for  the  ashes  of  the  Cruisers — the 
Johnsons — the  Hogans — the  Davises — the  Patricks 
and  other  families,  and  deposit  them  in  a grave. 
Let  them  re-inter  the  hastily  covered  remains  of  the 
unfortunate  Raulerson,  and  the  daughter  who  was 
butchered  in  his  arms,  seeking  in  vain,  in  the  hour 
of  peril,  by  the  side  of  her  father,  that  protection 
which  had  been  withheld  by  her  country.  These 
individuals,  if  they  have  lost  their  lives  by  placing 
too  much  reliance  on  the  prospect  of  protection  by 
troops,  at  least  deserve  at  the  hands  of  troops — a 
decent  burial. 

Savannah,  Ocl.  21.  We  have  received  from  a 
friend  in  Florida  the  following  important  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Florida  war.  From  the 


source  it  comes  from,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  correct. 
It  w7as  brought  by  the  steamer  Charleston,  which 
arrived  at  Savannah  on  the  20th  instant: 

Pilatka,  (Fa.)  Oct.  17.  Gen.  Armistead  has 
suspended  active  operations  for  the  present,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  agreement  between  him  and  the 
Seminole  cheif  to  hold  a “talk”  on  the  20th  inst. 
at  which  time  the  chief  says  he  is  willing  to  make 
a treaty  of  peace,  which  he  says  shall  not  be 
“ spoiled ” as  the  other  treaties  have  been.  No  one 
here  has  any  confidence  in  him  or  his  treaties;  yet 
you  know  heaven  is  always  better  to  us  than  our 
fears,  and  some  good  may  grow  out  of  it. 

WISKONSIN. 

Internal  improvement  in  Wisconsin.  The  Mil- 
waukee and  Rock  River  canal  has  been  commenc- 
ed, and  a large  number  of  hands  are  now  employed 
just  above  Milwaukee. 

By  a late  number  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel, 
says  the  Buffalo  Advertiser,  we  learn  that  business 
of  every  kind  was  brisk,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
town  never  better.  The  mercantile  community 
had  in  a measure  adopted  the  cash  system,  and 
although  money  was  not  abundant,  still  sufficient 
was  in  circulation  to  answer  all  legitimate  pur- 
poses. Many  stores  and  other  buildings  have  been 
erected  during  the  present  season. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

“Cornwallis”  at  Waltham.  On  Monday  the 
anniversary  of  the  surrender  of  Yorktown  was  cele- 
brated in  Waltham,  according  to  time-honored  cus- 
tom. A square  redout  had  been  erected  upon  Pros- 
pect Hiii,  which  surmounted  by  a British  ensign, 
and  defended  by  a company  of  artillery,  was  during 
the  whole  morning  watched  by  the  eyes  of  the  col- 
lected patriots  of  the  neighborhood  with  a determi- 
nation which  boded  it  no  good.  A body  of  Indians, 
of  no  inconsiderable  number,  and  of  all  tribes  and 
nations,  if  one  might  judge  from  the  variety  of  their 
ornaments  and  their  hideous  paints,  skulking  in  the 
woods  about  the  fort,  assisted  in  its  defence.  Early 
in  the  forenoon,  from  the  concentration  in  the  plain 
below  ol  a lorce  which  seemed  to  be — to  judge  from 
the  appearance  of  the  clothing,  arms  and  equip- 
ments— a resurrection  of  a part  of  the  old  continen- 
tal army,  it  became  evident  that  this  redoubt  was  to 
become  an  immediate  point  of  attack. 

This  expectation  ere  long  became  certainty.  A 
body  of  the  continental  infantry,  assisted  by  a small 
but  efficient  park  of  field  artillery,  after  a slight 
contest,  succeeded  in  carrying  one  of  the  advanced 
breastworks  of  the  enemy,  just  at  the  loot  of  the 
rising  ground.  Thi3  breastwork,  composed  mostly 
of  brushwood  and  other  combustible  materials,  was 
burned  by  the  attacking  force  to  prevent  it  from 
again  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  when, 
alter  some  very  active  skirmishing,  in  which  a very 
severe  contest  between  the  Indians  and  an  advanced 
party  of  riflemen  was  especially  interesting,  and  at 
the  time  important,  they  were  obliged  to  retire  for 
want  of  ammunition. 

This  was  fortunately  at  hand,  and  when  the  be- 
sieged party  saw  their  determined  assailants  retire, 
it  was  only  in  preparation  for  a more  fierce  and 
concentrated  attack.  The  ammunition  which  had 
been  so  opportunely  brought  up  was  hastily  distri- 
buted. The  troops  partook  of  a hasty  meal,  as  they 
held  their  position  in  the  line,  and  refreshed  by  this 
support  and  by  mutual  pledges  and  animated  by 
some  heart-stirring  appeals  from  their  distinguished 
officers,  they  showed  the  greatest  anxiety  to  be 
again  led  to  the  assault.  The  attack  was  conducted 
by  generals  Washington  and  Lafayette  and  the 
count  de  Rochambeau  in  person,  and  was  watched 
with  eager  interest  by  the  collected  women,  chil- 
dren and  aged  of  the  neighborhood,  whom  the  sound 
of  firing  had  collected  together.  The  besieged 
seemed  aw'are  that  this  was  to  be  a final  struggle, 
and  it  has  never  been  our  lot  to  witness  sucii  a 
heavy  and  well  conducted  firing,  and  such  energy 
and  determination  both  in  attack  and  defence,  as 
lollowed  the  attempt  upon  the  remaining  breast- 
work. The  cannon  from  the  fort  were  brought  to 
defend  this  outwork,  and  the  artillery  of  the  con- 
tinental army  were  brought  to  bear  directly  upon 
it.  For  half  an  hour  the  firing  was  incessant.  The 
officers  of  the  invading  force,  urging  on  their  men 
with  the  greatest  disregard  of  danger,  even  riding 
to  and  fro  between  the  two  fires,  won  for  themselves 
the  proudest  honors  that  a soldier  may  gain.  The 
breastwork  was  carried  and  turned, its  surviving  de- 
fenders, however,  escaped  under  cover  of  the  cannon 
from  the  redoubt  and  well  directed  fire  from  the  In- 
dians, who  had  secured  themselves  ir.  the  edge  of 
the  adjacent  forest. 

The  last  contest  was  now  at  hand — the  artillery 
of  the  continentals  was  directed  at  the  fort  itself,  in 
some  instances  over  the  very  heads  of  the  advancing 
squadrons,  and  served  with  the  most  praiseworthy 
rapidity  and  skill.  The  infantry  advanced  firing, 


and  were  already  closing  almost  around  the  fort, 
when  a white  flag  appeared  from  one  of  the  bas- 
tions, and  the  officers  exerted  themselves  to  stop 
the  firing.  A mounted  officer  from  the  fort  with  a 
flag  of  truce  was  conducted  to  general  Washington, 
and  after  a slight  consultation  the  terms  of  capitula- 
tion were  mutually  signed.  In  a few  moments  the 
British  ensign  was  dropped  from  the  flag-staff  of  the 
redoubt,  and  the  stars  and  stripes  were  proudly 
waving  in  its  stead.  The  defenders — such  of  them 
as  were  left — were  marched  off  according  to  the 
terms,  being  looked  upon  by  their  former  foes  ap- 
parently as  brave  men  who  had  done  their  best  in 
their  cause. 

We  are  loth  to  remark  upon  the  apparent  dejec- 
tion of  lord  Cornwallis  himself  and  his  two  imme- 
diate aids.  These  representatives  of  British  gold 
and  British  influence  seemed  to  feel  that  gilt  red 
coats  and  ruffled  shirts  were  but  a theatre  show, 
beside  the  rugged  dress  and  accoutrements  of  their 
hardy  conquerors.  But  personal  ill-feeling  there 
evidently  was  none,  and  victors  and  vanquished 
seemed  to  unite  amicably  in  the  closing  ceremonies 
of  the  day.  We  understand  that  his  lordship  rode 
the  very  horse  that  was  killed  under  him  on  the 
same  occasion,  fifty-nine  years  ago.  The  remains 
of  the  departed  w7ere  duly  attended  to  their  homes 
with  “all  the  honors,”  and  on  the  ar  rival  of  an  early 
twilight  all  was  completed,  and  another  day  added 
to  the  history  of  our  country — a day  which  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  any  one  who  participated  in 
its  dangers  or  witnessed  its  triumphs. 

AN  INTERESTING  ARTICLE. 

Mr.  Spooner — Sir:  In  your  valuable  paper  of 
the  5th  inst.  is  the  following  obituary  notice  of  the 
widow  of  judge  Symmes: 

“Mother  of  Mrs.  Harrison.  Died  recently  at 
Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
92,  Mrs.  Susan  Symmes,  daughter  of  William  Liv- 
ingston, formerly  governor  of  New  Jersey,  and 
widow  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  the  founder  of  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Symmes  was  the 
mother  of  the  lady  of  general  W.  H.  Harrison,  of 
North  Bend,  Ohio.” 

If  the  fact  staled  in  the  above  extract  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  error  which  occurs  in  my  history  of 
Long  Island,  page  290,  in  relation  to  the  marriage 
of  judge  Symmes,  it  is  the  more  proper  for  me  to 
correct  the  mistake  which  appears  therein,  and  I am 
now  enabled  from  more  recent  information  to  say, 
that  John  Cleves  Symmes,  father  of  Mrs.  Harrison, 
and  her  mother  Anna  Tuthill,  were  both  natives  of 
Southold,  L.  Island.  Judge  Symmes  is  believed  to 
be  the  son  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Symmes,  minister  of  old 
Aqubogue,  Southold;  and  possessed  the  farm  (adittle 
east  of  Riverhead  line)  now  owned  by  Hezekiah 
Skidmore.  Mr.  Symmes  married  Anna,  daughter 
of  Henry  Tuthill,  of  Southold,  about  the  year  1773. 
Hannah,  another  daughter  of  Henry  Tuthill,  was  the 
wife  of  major  Isaac  Reeve,  of  Southold,  and  mother 
of  the  late  Isaac  Tuthill  Reeve,  of  Queen’s  county, 
the  latter  was  of  course  a cousin  of  Mrs.  Harrison. 
In  1775,  or  thereabouts,  Mr.  Symmes  removed  to 
New  Jersey,  and  lived  at  a place  called  Flat  Brook, 
about  one  mile  from  the  Delaware  river,  where  his 
daughter  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Harrison,  was  born  in 
1776.  His  daughter  Mary,  a year  older  than  Mrs. 
Harrison,  married  William  Short,  of  Virginia,  where 
she  died.  Mrs.  Symmes  died  when  her  daughter 
Anna  was  about  two  years  old,  and  she  was  then 
sent  to  her  grandfather,  Henry  Tuthill,  where  she 
remained  till  she  was  grown  up,  being  in  the  mean- 
time sent  to  be  educated  at  the  Clinton  academy  in 
Easthampton,  then  just  erected.  Mr.  Symmes  was 
in  1777  appointed  associate  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  New  Jersey.  Judge  Symmes  soon  after 
married  a Miss  Henry,  who  died  in  a few  years 
thereafter  without  issue,  and  for  his  third  wife,  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Livingston,  daughter  of  William 
Livingston,  esq.  afterwards  governor  of  New  Jersey. 
She  was  of  course  sister  to  William  Livingston,  esq. 
former  surrogate  of  Kings  county,  bon.  Brockholst 
Livingston,  esq  late  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of 
this  state,  and  associate  judge  ofthe  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  and  Sarah,  wife  of  governor  Jay. 
By  this  last  wife,  judge  Symmes  had  no  children, 
and  after  his  death  she  removed  to  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  where  she  lately  died.  In 
1780,  judge  Symmes  removed  with  a number  of 
associates  to  the  north  west  territory,  and  was  made 
a distiict  judge  ofthe  United  States  for  that  territo- 
ry. He  soon  after  commenced  the  settlement  of 
Cincinnati,  nearly  on  the  former  site  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington. He  carried  his  daughter  to  that  country 
wtien  she  was  about  17  years  old,  and  at  the  age  of 
20,  in  the  year  1795,  she  married  William  Henry 
Harrison,  then  about  22  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
aid  to  gen.  Anthony  Wayne,  in  his  famous  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians,  and  who  for  his  good  con- 
duct was  made  a lieutenant.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  the 
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mother  of  eight  children.  Their  eldest  son,  John 
Cleves  Symrnes  Harrison,  now  deceased,  married 
Clarissa  B.  Pike,  only  child  of  the  heroic  and  ever 
to  be  lamented  gen.  Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike, 
who  fell  in  the  arms  of  victory  at  York,  Upper  Ca- 
nada. Another  son,  Dr.  Harrison,  has  lately  de- 
ceased. A respectable  writer,  well  acquainted  with 
Mrs.  Harrison,  observes: 

“I  cannot  let  the  opportunity  slip,  without  offer- 
ing a passing  tribute  to  the  virtues  of  this  estimable 
woman.  She  is  distinguished  for  her  benevolence 
and  piety;  all  who  know  her,  view  her  with  esteem 
and  affection;  and  her  whole  course  through  life,  in 
all  its  relations,  has  been  characterised  by  those 
qualifications  that  complete  the  character  of  an  ac- 
complished matron.” 

It  must  be  a gratifying  reflection  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  island,  and  of  Suffolk  county  in  parti- 
cular, that  one  of  their  fellow  citizens  is  allied  in 
marriage  to  the  distinguished  individual,  destined 
beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  to  fill  the  most  impor- 
tant and  honorable  station  in  the  power  of  a great 
and  happy  people  to  bestow.  Yours  &c. 

BENJ.  F.  THOMPSON. 
Hempstead,  Oct.  7,  1840. 

[ Long  Island  Star. 

A log  cabin  letter.  We  give  below  the  let- 
ter addressed  by  gov.  Seward  to  the  Westchester 
county  committee  in  reply  to  their  invitation  to 
him  to  attend  the  log  cabin  dedication  at  North 
Castle,  on  the  24th  instant.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  and  touching  productions  we  have 
ever  read,  and  cannot  fail  to  awaken  the  sympa- 
thies of  every  honest  heart.  [W.  Y.  Star. 

Albany,  Sept.  11,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  Yo.ur  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  in- 
viting me  to  join  the  citizens  of  Westchester  county 
in  dedicating  a log  cabin  at  North  Castle,  on  the 
24th  inst.  was  duly  received.  I am  prevented  from 
accepting  the  invitation  by  engagements  which 
call  me  into  the  western  part  of  the  state.  1 wish, 
nevertheless,  that  it  were  in  my  power  to  visit 
Westchester.  I have  recollections  which  can  never 
leave  me,  of  the  hospitality  of  her  citizens,  and 
there  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  patriotism  other 
sons  has  not  declined  since  the  days  when  three  of 
her  incorruptible  whjgs  spurned  the  bribe  of  Bri- 
tish gold,  and  saved  their  country  from  Arnold’s 
treason. 

I should,  with  great  pleasure  too,  bear  my  part 
in  dedicating  the  log  cabin.  The  structure  is  pe- 
culiarly American,  and  is  associated  with  our  dear- 
est recollections  of  the  past,  and  our  best  hopes  of 
the  future.  There  is  scarce  one  among  us  of  Ame- 
rican birth,  whatever  may  be  his  condition  in  life, 
.who,  if  required  to  trace  his  genealogy,  would  not 
find  his  ancestors  in  a log  cabin,  within  one  or  two, 
at  most,  three  generations.  The  emigrant  who 
seeks  an  asylum  here  from  the  storms  of  the  old 
world  may  meet  a cold  reception  in  a paved  city, 
but  if  he  follows  where  the  spirit  of  adventure  leads, 
he  will  always  find  in  the  log  cabin  a generous 
welcome. 

The  memory  of  man  runneth  to  the  time  when 
only  log  cabins  graced  the  site  of  almost  every 
city,  town  and  village  in  the  land,  and  wherever 
the  humble  structure  is  now  found,  it  gives  promise 
of  a farm,  a village,  or  it  may  be  a capital.  When 
these  unpretending  dwellings  begin  to  cluster  in 
the  valley,  or  on  the  hill-side,  it  is  certain  that  there 
the  church  and  the  school  house  will  soon  appear. 
As  soon  as  the  patrimonial  farm  is  found  too 
small  for  an  increasing  family,  the  enterprising  sons 
hie  away  to  the  west — the  beech,  maple  and  hem- 
lock fall  beneath  their  sturdy  arms,  and  the  smoke 
from  their  log  cabins  gives  notice  to  the  settlers, 
that  new  emigrants  have  arrived  among  them. — 
When  prosperity  forsakes,  and  kind,  familiar  friends 
forget  us  because  we  are  poor,  the  west  invites  us 
to  erect  our  log  cabins  there,  and  try  once  more. 
The  log  cabin  is  the  cradle  of  patriotism  and  valor. 
When  the  Indian  foe  hung  upon  our  western  border, 
and  the  British  upon  our  Atlantic  and  northern  fron- 
tiers, and  Harrison,  Scott  and  Jackson  called  to  the 
rescue,  the  cry  ran  through  the  log  cabins,  and  their 
fearless  riflemen  rushed  to  the  battle  fields  of  Tip- 
pecanoe, Chippewa  and  New  Orleans. 

In  childhood  I attended  my  father  in  his  visits  as 
a physician  to  the  halls  of  the  rich  and  log  cabins  of 
the  poor— I saw  the  offices  of  affection  performed 
with  equal  assiduity  in  both.  Health  restored  glad- 
dened as  many  hearts,  and  bereavement  produced  as 
bitter  tears,  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  In  maturer 
years  I have  visited  the  marble  dwellings  in  our 
own  cities  and  abroad,  and  I have  been  a guest  in 
the  log  cabins  of  Cayuga  and  Chautauque.  I con- 
fess that  in  the  latter  I found  always  the  most  cor- 
dial greeting  and  largest  welcome.  I can  bear  wit- 
ness, too,  that  while  no  condition,  high  or  low,  ex- 
empts us  from  the  cares,  the  disappointments  and 


the  sorrow's  of  life,  and  while  faith,  hope  and  chari- 
ty withhold  their  consolations  from  none  who  che- 
rish them,  their  choicest  influences  will  be  observ- 
ed in  the  humble  abode.  Let  us  honor  the  log  cabin, 
ar.d  let  us  take  care  that  wherever  the  unpretending 
structure  is  found,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  birth, 
language  or  condition  of  its  occupants,  the  school 
house  is  erected  near  it,  and  its  rustic  shelves  are 
graced  with  the  cheap  volumes  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  common  school  libraries,  and  we  may  then  be 
assured  that  luxury  and  ambition  can  never  under- 
mine the  foundation  of  the  republic.  I am,  with 
great  respect  and  esteem,  your  friend  and  fellow 
citizen,  William  H.  Seward. 

J . A.  Hamilton,  Munson  J.  Lockwood  and  Wm.  L. 
Bowron,  esqrs.  committee. 

Mrs.  Adams.  Letters  of  Mrs.  Adams,  the  wife 
of  John  Adams.  With  an  introductory  memoir,  by 
her  grandson,  Charles  Francis  Adams. 

John  Adams,  the  second  president  of  the  United 
States,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- one,  at  the  ancient 
seat  of  his  family  in  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1826,  a half  century  from  the  day 
on  which  he  affixed  his  signature  to  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence.  Eight  years  before 
his  death,  after  a union  of  fifty- four  years,  he  was 
bereaved  of  his  wife,  one  of  the  illustrious  women 
of  New  England,  in  that  great  day  of  its  heroes  and 
heroines.  The  work  before  us  is  a small  selection 
from  her  letters.  Prefixed  to  them  is  a memoir, 
which,  while  it  is  a beautiful  specimen  of  writing, 
afford  valuable  illustration  to  the  contents  of  the 
volume. 

Mrs.  Abigail  Adams  was  the  second  daughter  of 
the  rev.  William  Smith,  the  congregational  clergy- 
man of  Weymouth,  a village  on  the  coast  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  bordering  upon  Quincy,  and  about 
twelve  miles  from  Boston.  Educated  at  a time 
when  there  was  no  public  provision  in  the  colonies 
for  the  instruction  of  females,  her  opportunity  for 
intellectual  culture  were  only  such  as  could  be 
found  in  private  reading,  and  the  society  of  her  fe- 
male friends.  “I  was  never  sent  to  any  school,” 
she  says  to  one  of  her  correspondents;  “and  female 
education  never  went  further  than  writing  and 
arithmetic;  in  some  few  and  rare  instances,  music 
and  dancing.”  In  her  twentieth  year,  in  October, 
1764,  she  was  married  to  Mr.  John  Adams.  He 
was  a young  lawyer  of  rising  reputation;  but,  so  far 
were  her  high  destinies  in  this  union  from  being 
anticipated  that  it  appears  the  disparity  of  rank  be- 
tween the  minister’s  daughter  and  the  legal  aspi- 
rant, presented  some  interruption  to  the  course  of 
that  true  love,  which  for  one  reason  or  another,  has 
never  yet  been  known  to  run  smooth. 

“The  father  of  Mrs.  Adams,”  we  quote  from  the 
memoir,  “was  a pious  man,  with  something  of  that 
vien  of  humor,  not  uncommon  among  the  clergy  of 
New  England,  which  ordinarily  found  such  a field 
for  exercise  a3  is  displayed  in  the  pages  of  Cotton 
Mather.  He  was  the  father  of  three  daughters,  all 
of  them  women  of  uncommon  force  of  intellect, 
though  the  fortunes  ol  two  of  them  confined  its  in- 
fluence to  a sphere  much  more  limited  than  that 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mrs.  Adams.  It  is  an  anec- 
dote, told  of  Mr.  Smith,  that  upon  the  marriage  of 
his  eldest  daughter  [Mary]  he  preached  to  his  peo- 
ple from  the  text  in  the  forty-second  verse  of  the 
tenth  chapter  of  Luke.  ‘And  Mary  has  chosen 
that  good  part,  which  shall  not  be  taken  away  from 
her.’  Two  years  elapsed  and  his  second  daughter, 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  about  to  marry  John 
Adams,  then  a lawyer  in  good  practice,  when  some 
disapprobation  of  the  match  appears  to  have  mani- 
fested itself  among  a portion  of  his  parishioners. — 
The  profession  of  law  w'as,  for  a long  period  in  the 
colonial  history  of  Massachusetts,  unknown,  and, 
after  circumstances  called  it  forth,  the  prejudice  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  thought  it  a calling  hardly 
honest,  were  arrayed  against  those  who  adopted  it. 

“There  are  many  still  living,  who  can  remember 
how  strong  they  remained,  even  down  to  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  present  federal  constitution; 
and  the  records  of  the  general  court,  at  its  very  last 
session,  of  1840,  will  show  that  they  have  not  quite 
disappeared,  to  this  day.  Besides  this,  the  family 
of  Mr.  Adams,  the  son  of  a small  farmer  of  the 
middle  class  in  Braintree,  was  thought  scarcely 
good  enough  to  match  with  the  minister’s  daughter, 
descended  from  so  many  shining  lights  of  the  colo- 
ny. It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Smith  was  made  aware 
of  the  opinions  expressed  among  his  people;  for  he 
is  said,  immediately  after  the  marriage  took  place, 
to  have  replied  to  them  with  a sermon,  the  text 
which,  in  evident  allusion  to  the  objection  against 
lawyers,  was  drawn  from  Luke  vii.  33;  ‘For  John 
came  neither  eating  bread  nor  drinking  wdne,  and 
ye  say,  he  hath  a devil.’  ” — Memoir,  pp.  xxxiv,  xxxv. 

The  first  ten  years  of  Mr.  Adams’  married  life 
were  passed  in  tranquil  domestic  happiness.  In 


August,  1774,  her  husband,  entering  on  that  course 
of  distinguished  public  service,  w Inch  occupied  him 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  repaired,  as  a delegate  from 
Massachusetts,  to  the  general  congress,  while  she 
remained  at  home,  a witness  and  sharer  of  the  se- 
vere sufferings  of  Boston  and  its  neighborhood  in 
the  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  struggle.  In 
the  winter  of  1777-8,  having  made  in  the  interval 
a few  short  visits  to  his  family  during  the  recesses 
of  congress,  Mr.  Adams  sailed  for  France,  as  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  negotiate  a treaty  with  that 
power,  and  remained  abroad  during  the  war,  with 
the  exception  of  a few  weeks  in  the  autumn  of  the 
following  year.  In  1784,  having  been  sent  to  Lon- 
don to  negotiate  a treaty  of  commerce,  Mrs.  Adams 
joined  him  there,  and  was  introduced  at  court,  the 
first  female  representative  of  her  country  in  the  di- 
plomatic circles.  Mr.  Adams  returned  from  Europe 
on  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  and, 
having  been  elected  vice  president,  fixed  his  winter 
residence  for  the  session  of  congress,  first  at  New 
York,  and  then  at  Philadelphia.  When,  with  the 
downfall  of  the  federal  party  in  1801,  he  was  super- 
seded in  the  presidency',  he  retired  to  finish  his 
days  at  his  early  home.  The  small  property  accu- 
mulated in  his  few  years  of  professional  practice, 
had  been  so  judiciously  administered  by  his  wife 
during  his  devotion  to  public  duties  as  to  make  the 
retreat  of  his  declining  years  the  seat  of  an  easy  in- 
dependence, and  of  a modest,  but  liberal  hospitality. 
Mrs.  Adams  lived  long  enough  to  see  her  eldest  son 
employed  in  some  of  the  highest  public  trusts, 
though  not  to  witness  his  elevation  to  the  chief  ma- 
gistracy of  the  union.  [ North  Am.  Review. 

A volume  of  letters  by  Mrs.  Adams,  the  wife  of 
John  Adams,  has  just  been  published  in  Boston,  of 
which  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  af- 
fords two  or  three  specimens.  They  are  edited  by 
her  grandson,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  with  a prefa- 
tory memoir.  We  have  read  them  with  that  affec- 
tionate interest  which  pertains  to  such  records  of 
the  sympathies,  the  fears  and  the  hopes  of  the  pa- 
triots who  were  chiefly  instrumental  in  achieving 
the  national  independence.  Mrs.  Adams  was  the 
worthy  companion  of  one  among  the  first  of  those 
patriots  in  every  vicissitude  of  his  glorious  career. 
This  letter  was  wiitten  by  her  the  day  after  the  bat- 
lie  of  Bunker’s  Hill.  There  is  no  despondency  in 
its  tone,  although  at  that  period  only  the  bravest 
trusted  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  American 
arms.  It  is  addressed  to  her  husband. 

[Phil.  Nat.  Gas. 

Sunday,  IS l.h  June,  1775. 

Dearest  friend:  The  day — perhaps  the  deci- 
sive day,  is  come  on  which  the  fate  of  America 
depends.  My  bursting  heart  must  find  vent  at  my 
pen.  I have  just  heard,  that  our  dear  friend,  Dr. 
Warren,  is  no  more,  but  fell  gloriously  fighting  for 
hi?  country;  saying  better  to  die  honorably  in  the 
field  than  ignominiously  hang  upon  the  gallows. — 
Great  is  our  loss.  He  has  distinguished  himself  in 
every  engagement,  by  his  courage  and  fortitude,  by 
animating  the  soldiers,  and  leading  them  on  by  his 
own  example.  A particular  account  of  these  dread- 
ful, but  I hope  glorious  days,  will  be  transmitted  to 
you,  no  doubt,  in  the  exactest  manner. 

“The  race  is  not  to  the  swift  nor  the  battle  to  the 
strong;  but  the  God  of  Israel  is  he  that  giveth 
strength  and  power  to  his  people.  Trust  in  him  at 
all  times  ye  people,  pour  out  your  hearts  before 
him.  God  is  a refuge  for  us.”  Charlestown  is  laid 
in  ashes.  The  battle  began  upon  our  entrenchments 
upon  Bunker’s  Hill,  Saturday  morning  about  three 
o’clock,  and  has  not  ceased  yet,  and  it  is  now  three 
o’clock,  Sabbath  afternoon. 

It  is  expected  that  they  will  come  out  over  the 
Neck  to  night,  ar.d  a dreadful  battle  must  ensue. — 
Almighty  God,  cover  the  heads  of  our  countrymen, 
and  be  as  a shield  to  our  dear  friends!  How  many 
have  fallen  we  know  not.  The  constant  roar  of 
the  cannon  is  so  distressing,  that  we  cannot  eat, 
drink  or  sleep.  May  we  be  supported  and  sustain- 
ed in  the  dreadful  conflict.  I shall  tarry  here  till  it 
is  thought  unsafe  by  my  friends,  and  then  I have 
secured  myself  a retreat  at  your  brother’s,  who  has 
kindly  offered  me  a part  of  his  house.  1 cannot 
compose  myself  to  write  at  present,  I will  add  more 
as  I hear  further. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

I have  been  so  much  agitated,  that  I have  not 
been  able  to  write  since  Sabbath  day.  When  1 say 
that  ten  thousand  reports  are  passing,  vague  and 
uncertain  as  the  wind,  I believe  I speak  the  truth. 
I am  not  able  to  give  you  any  authentic  account  ol  last 
Saturday,  but  you  will  not  be  destitute  of  intelli- 
gence. Colonel  Palmer  has  just  sent  me  word,  that 
he  has  an  opportunity  of  conveyance.  Incorrect  as 
this  scrawl  will  be,  it  shall  go.  I ardently  pray  that 
you  may  be  supported  through  tire  arduous  task  you 
have  before  you.  I wish  1 could  contradict  the  re- 
port of  the  doctor’s  death;  but  it  is  a lamentable  truth. 
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and  the  tears  of  multitudes  pay  tribute  to  his  me- 
mory; those  favorite  lines  of  Collins,  continually 
sound  in  my  ears, 

“How  sleep  the  brave,  &c.” 

I must  close,  as  the  deacon  waits.  I have  not  pre- 
tended to  be  particular  with  regard  to  what  I have 
heard,  because  I know  you  will  collect  better  intel- 
ligence. The  spirits  of  the  people  are  very  good; 
the  loss  of  Charlestown  affects  them  no  more  than 
a drop  of  the  bucket.  I am  most  sincerely  yours. 

Thus  wrote  Mrs.  Adams  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war.  Here  is  a most  beautiful  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  written  on  the  day  that  he  as  vice  president 
was  to  count  the  electoral  votes  before  congress  and 
declare  himself  elected  to  the  presidency: 

“The  sun  is  dressed  in  brightest  beams 
To  give  thy  honors  to  the  day.” 

And  may  it  prove  an  auspicious  prelude  to  each 
ensuing  season.  You  have  tiiis  day  to  declare  your- 
self head  of  a nation.  “And  now,  O Lord,  my  God, 
thou  hast  made  thy  servant  ruler  over  the  people. 
Give  unto  him  an  understanding  heart,  that  he  may 
know  how  to  go  out  and  how  come  in  before  this 
great  people;  that  he  may  discern  between  good  and 
bad.  For  who  is  able  to  judge  this  thy  so  great  a 
people?”  were  the  words  of  a royal  sovereign;  and 
not  less  applicable  to  him  who  is  invested  with  the 
chief  magistracy  of  a nation,  though  he  wear  not  a 
crown,  nor  the  robes  of  royalty. 

My  thoughts  and  my  meditations  are  with  you, 
though  personally  absent;  and  my  petitions  to  hea- 
ven are,  that  “the  things  which  make  for  peace  may 
not  be  hidden  from  your  eyes.”  My  feelings  are 
not  those  of  pride  or  ostentation,  upon  the  occasion. 
They  are  solemnized  by  a sense  of  the  obligations, 
the  important  trusts,  and  numerous  duties  connect- 
ed with  it.  That  you  may  be  enabled  to  discharge 
them  with  honor  to  yourself,  with  justice  and  im- 
partiality to  your  country,  and  with  satisfaction  to 
this  great  people,  shall  be  the  daily  prayer  of  your 

A.  A. 

A volume  thus  filled  is  most  welcome.  Our  coun- 
trywomen may  be  proud  of  it,  for  she  who  frankly 
uttered  these  sentiments  has  illustrated  the  bright- 
est virtues  of  her  sex. 

Important  naval  discoveries.  Rumors  have 
for  some  time  past  reached  our  ears  of  certain  dis- 
coveries which  are  likely  to  alter  the  aspect  of  war 
all  over  the  globe,  and  vest  the  dominion  of  the  seas 
in  the  power  that  possesses  the  secret.  Toward 
the  close  of  William  IV’s  life,  his  attention  was 
called  to  the  alledged  inventions  of  a seafaring  man, 
who  had  from  his  earliest  years  been  practically 
conversant  with  naval  gunnery  in  all  its  branches, 
which  discoveries  were  announced  as  involving  the 
annihilation  of  every  known  system  of  naval  war- 
tare.  The  king  saw  and  conversed  with  the  pro- 
jector, and  referred  him  to  the  late  Richard  Keates 
and  sir  Thomas  Hardy.  Sir  Richard  Keates,  in 
company  with  a naval  officer  of  40  years’  service, 
yet  alive,  who  fought  at  Trafalgar,  and  was  the 
companion  of  sir  Sidney  Smith  in  most  of  his  ex- 
ploits in  Egypt,  and  therefore  no  likely  person  to 
underrate  the  powers  of  the  British  navy,  witnessed 
some  experiments,  and  afterwards  reported  to  his 
majesty  that  no  ships  in  his  navy,  nor  any  garrison 
on  shore,  could  resist  this  stupendous  combination 
of  forces.  It  was  instantly  agreed  that  the  inventor 
should  be  remunerated  amply  for  his  pains,  and  the 
secret  preserved,  in  mercy  to  mankind,  until  some 
crisis  should  occur  to  compel  England,  for  her  own 
safety,  to  resort  to  its  use.  Before  the  necessary 
arrangements  could  be  completed  king  William 
died. 

Lord  Melbourne,  when  applied  to  after  his  sove- 
reign’s demise,  to  complete  the  contract,  at  first 
pleaded  occupation,  then  her  majesty’s  coronation, 
next  expressed  a doubt  and  wished  for  further  tri- 
als, and  at  last  stipulated  that  an  unconditional  dis- 
closure should  be  made  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 
The  projector,  who  had  expended,  in  perfecting  his 
invention,  upwards  of  £35  000,  and  had  involved 
himself  in  the  most  distressing  embarrassments  in 
consequence,  very  naturally  refused.  But  he  oif'ered 
repeatedly  to  submit  his  discoveries  to  any  three 
naval  officers  whom  lord  Melbourne  should  himself 
select,  and  would  abide  by  their  report.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne at  one  time  tempted  him  to  hope,  at  another 
asked  for  delay  as  a favor;  but,  to  abreviate  this 
portion  of  our  statement,  kept  the  inventor  under 
the  terrors  of  suspense  for  upwards  of  two  years, 
and  at  last,  when  applied  to  for  a small  advance  of 
money  until  he  could  be  fully  assured  of  the  validi- 
ty of  the  inventor's  pretentions,  has  refused — to 
quote  his  lordship’s  own  words  from  his  own  letter — 
“to  authorise  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money 
whatever,  in  the  present  state  of  circumstances.” 

When  the  projector  found  all  his  offers  of  submit- 
ting his  invention  to  the  inspection  of  officers  ap 


pointed  by  lord  Melbourne  rejected  or  evaded,  he 
put  himself  to  the  great  cost  of  exhibiting  some  of 
them  to  four  very  competent  judges,  who  witnessed 
a trial  of  them  on  the  28th  of  last  month.  These 
judges  consisted  of  two  naval  lords,  one  a peer,  and 
the  other  a member  ofthe  house  of  commons,  a dis- 
tinguished admiral,  once  a lord  of  the  admiralty, and 
the  experienced  naval  officer  to  whom  we  have  al- 
ready alluded  as  associated  with  sir  Richard  Keates, 
and  they  all  reported  to  lord  Melbourne  in  terms 
favorable  to  the  invention — terms  stronger  than  any 
we  have  yet  used.  But  lord  Melbourne  still  declines 
to  do  what  he  knows  he  would  long  ago  have  re- 
ceived William  IV’s  commands  to  do,  had  that  pa- 
triotic monarch  been  yet  alive.  And  why  is  this? 
Is  it  that  lord  Melbourne  doubts  the  existence  and 
efficacy  of  the  powers  in  question!  His  lordship  is 
fully  convinced  of  their  reality  by  the  testimony  of 
competent  judges.  How  long  will  a mighty  and 
puissant  nation  allow  its  patience  to  be  so  abused? 
Whatever  may  now  be  the  result,  so  far  as  the  in- 
ventor is  concerned,  great  is  the  culpability  of  lord 
Melbourne,  and  most  serious  the  responsibility  he 
has  incurred  to  his  country  and  mankind.  This 
might,  but  for  lord  Melbourne’s  submission  to  the 
cupidity  of  sundry  admiralty  officials,  whose  sel- 
fishness has  overreached  itself,  have  been  retained 
as  a close  state  secret,  our  navy  might  still  have 
existed,  but  now  that  the  inventor  is  compelled  to 
go  abroad  or  appeal  publicly  to  his  countrymen,  the 
destruction  of  our  wooden  walls  by  a foreign  foe, 
or  its  disuse  by  ourselves,  is  inevitable,  for  John 
Bull  will  not  submit  to  pay  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  to  build  a ship  which  at  three  miles  dis- 
tance may  be  sent  to  fragments  in  a moment. 

[ London  Times. 


THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  S. 

Carolina , in  the  U.  S.  senate,  June  2,  1840. 

I am  not  the  apologist  of  banks  or  corporations 
generally,  nor  am  I the  advocate  of  chartered  privi- 
leges. On  the  contrary,  there  is  not  a member  of 
the  body  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  evils  of 
the  bar, king  system,  as  now  modified,  or  more  op- 
posed to  grants  of  privileges  to  one  portion  of  the 
community,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest.  My  opi- 
nions on  these  points  have  not  been  recently  or  has- 
tily formed.  I long  since  embraced  them,  after 
much  reflection  and  observation,  and  am  prepared  to 
assert  and  maintain  them  on  all  proper  occasions  — 
But,  sir,  I am  not  to  be  caught  by  words:  I have 
too  much  experience  for  ttiat.  It  is  in  vain  that  I 
am  told  that  this  is  a contest  between  corporations 
and  individuuls — the  artificial,  legal  person,  called 
a body  politic,  and  the  individual  man,  as  formed 
by  his  Creator.  All  this  is  lost  on  me.  I look  not 
to  where  the  blow  is  professedly  aimed,  but  beyond, 
where  it  must  fall.  The  coi  porate,  ideal  thing  at 
which  it  is  said  lo  be  directed,  is  intangible,  and 
without  the  capacity  of  hearing,  seeing  or  feeling, 
but  there  are  beneath,  thousands  on  thousands,  not 
shadows,  but  real,  sensitive  human  beings,  on  whom 
the  blow  will  fall  with  vengeance.  Before  we  act, 
let  us  look  at  things  as  they  ready  are,  and  not  as 
we  may  imagine  them,  in  the  fervor  of  debate. 

The  states  have,  by  an  unwise  and  dangerous  le- 
gislation, centralized  in  banks  and  other  corpora- 
tions, to  a very  great  extent,  the  relation  of  creditor 
and  debtor.  Were  I to  assert  that  these  central 
points  could  not  be  touched  without  touching  at  the 
same  time,  that  wide-spread  and  all-pervading  re- 
lation, in  its  minutest  and  remotest  ramification,  I 
would  scarcely  express  myself  too  strongly.  To 
subject  them  to  this  measure  would,  then,  be  to  sub- 
ject to  it,  in  reality,  almost  the  entire  relation  of 
creditor  and  debtor.  It  would  be  bankrupting  by 
wholesale — a prompt  and  forced  settlement  of  the 
aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  country,  under  all 
the  pressure  of  existing  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
made  manifold  greater  by  the  measure  itself 

In  order  that  the  senate  may  have  some  idea  how 
vast  and  comprehensive  the  measure  is,  I will  give  a 
statement  from  the  paper  in  my  hand,  which  con- 
tains the  most  recent  account  we  have  of  the  num- 
ber and  condition  of  the  banks. 

There  were  then  by  estimation  on  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary last,  upwards  of  nine  hundered  banks,  includ- 
ing branches,  with  a capital  of  upwards  of  three 
hundred  and  filty  millions,  having  debts  due  to  them 
of  more  than  four  bundled  and  sixty  millions,  and 
by  them  of  mere  than  two  hundred  and  seventy  mil- 
lions, making  the  aggregate  indebtedness,  to  and  by 
them,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  and  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  with  a supply  of  specie  but  little  exceeding 
thirty-three  millions.  By  including  the  banks,  this 
vast  amount  of  indebtedness,  concentrated  in  the 
banking  system,  would  be  subject  to  the  operation 
ofthe  law, should  the  measure  be  adopted.  But  the 
amendment  extends  far  beyond,  and  takes  in  all  cor- 


porations for  manufacturing,  commercial,  insurance 
or  trading  purposes;  or  which  issue,  pay  out  or  omit 
bills,  drafts  or  obligations,  with  the  intention  of  cir- 
culating them  as  a substitute  for  money,  which 
would  add  to  the  indebtedness  brought  within  the 
operations,  hundreds  of  millions  more.  Never  was 
a scheme  of  bankruptcy  so  bold  and  comprehensive 
adopted,  or  even  proposed  before;  no,  not  in  Eng- 
land itself,  where  the  powrer  of  pailiament  is  omni- 
potent, and  where  the  system  has  been  in  operation 
for  three  centuries. 

Such  is  the  measure  proposed  to  be  adopted,  at  such 
a period  as  this,  when  there  is  a universal  and  in- 
tense pecuniary  embarrassment — when  one-half  of 
the  banks  have  suspended  payments,  and  when  their 
available  means  of  meeting  their  debts  are  so  scan- 
ty. At  such  a period,  and  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, any  creditor,  or  creditors,  to  whom  a bank,  or 
other  corporation,  may  owe  not  less  Ilian  five  hun- 
dred dollars  may  dema  d payment;  and  if  not  paid 
in  fifteen  days,  may  take  out  process  of  bankruptcy, 
on  application  to  the  federal  courts,  and  place  the 
corporation,  with  all  its  debts,  credits  and  assets  in 
the  hands  of  trustees,  to  be  wound  up,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds distributed  among  its  creditors.  I venture 
nothing  in  asserting  that  one  half  of  the  banks,  in 
numbers,  and  amount  of  capital,  and  a large  portion 
ofthe  other  corporations,  might  be  forthwith  placed 
in  commission,  should  the  measure  be  adopted; 
which  including  debts,  credits,  capital  and  assets, 
would  amount  at  least  to  seven  or  eight  hundred 
millions;  all  to  be  converted  into  cash,  and  distribut- 
ed among  those  entitled  to  it.  How  is  this  to  be 
done?  Where  is  the  cash  to  be  had,  at  such  a pe- 
riod as  this,  particularly  w hen  one-half  of  the  banks 
would  be  closed;  and  their  notes  equalling  one-half 
of  the  present  scanty  supply  of  currency,  would 
cease  to  circulate?  What  sacrifices,  what  insolven- 
cies, what  beggary,  what  frauds,  what  desolation  and 
ruin,  would  follow! 

But  would  the  calamity  fall  with  equal  vengeance 
on  all  the  land,  or  w ould  there  be  some  favored,  ex- 
empted portion,  while  desolation  would  overshadow 
the  residue?  Let  the  document  which  I hold,  an- 
swer. It  is  a communication  from  the  president, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  this  body,  dated  the  8th  January  last,  con- 
taining a list  of  the  suspended  and  non  suspended 
banks  of  last  year,  arranged  according  to  states,  be- 
ginning with  Maine.  I find,  on  turning  to  the  do- 
cument, that  there  are  nine  hundred  and  fifty  nine 
banks,  including  branches,  in  (he  union;  of  which 
five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  are  in  New  England 
and  New  York.  Of  this  number  but  seven  are  sus- 
pended, if  Rhode  Island  be  excepted.  Her  banks 
all  suspended,  but  I understand  have  since  resumed. 
The  senator  near  me,  from  that  state,  (Mr.  Knight), 
can  answer  wdiether  such  is  the  fact. 

[Mr.  Knight  assented.] 

There  are,  then,  sir,  in  New  England  and  New 
York,  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  banks  which  are 
not  suspended,  and  but  seven  that  are.  Now,  sir, 
if  we  cross  the  Hudson,  and  cast  our  eyes  south  and 
west,  we  shall  find  the  opposite  state  of  things. — 
We  shall  find  there  four  hundred  and  twenty-one 
banks,  of  which  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  sus- 
pended in  whole  or  part,  and  fifty-three  not.  It  is 
probable  that  the  present  proportion  is  still  more 
unfavorable. 

Can  we  doubt,  with  these  facts,  where  the  storm 
will  rage  with  all  its  desolating  fury?  Is  there  any- 
one so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  any  one  ol  the 
suspended  banks,  throughout  that  vast  region,  or 
many  of  the  non-suspended,  under  the  panic  which 
the  passage  of  the  act  would  cause,  could  meet  their 
debts,  and  thereby  escape  the  penalties  of  the  act? 
And  if  not,  is  there  any  one  here  prepared  to  rdace 
at  once  all  the  banks  south  and  west  of  New  York, 
with  few  exceptions,  in  the  hands  of  assignees,  under 
the  jurisdiction  and  control  ofthe  federal  courts?  Is 
there  any  willing  that  their  doors  should  be  all  at 
once  clossed;  their  notes  cease  to  circulate;  their 
affairs  wound  up;  their  debts  to  and  from  them  lo 
be  forthwith  collected;  their  property  and  a=sests 
converted  into  money  by  federal  officers,  acting 
under  federal  authority,  and  all  that  might  be  left 
from  plunder,  fraud  and  forced  sales,  distributed 
among  creditors? 

And  how,  I ask  is  so  mighty  a concern,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate,  certainly  to  not  less  than  five 
or  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  at  once 
wound  up?  Where  is  the  money  to  be  found  to  pav 
the  debts  to  and  from  the  banks,  and  to  purchase 
the  vast  amount  of  property  held  by  them,  and  t hr  ir 
debtors,  which  must  be  brought  at  once  under  the 
hammei?  Where  found  after  their  notes  hare 
ceased  to  circulate,  (as  they  would,  as  soon  as  pro- 
cess of  bankruptcy  is  taken  out  against  them),  ari  l 
before  specie  could  come  in  to  supply  their  place? 
Were  it  possible  to  carry  through  the  measure,  it 
would  spread  unheard  of  destruction  and  desolation 
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through  the  vast  portion  of  the  union,  on  which  the 
blow  would  fall;  such  as  the  inarching  of  hostile 
armies  from  one  extremity  to  another,  the  sweep  of 
tornadoes;  the  outpouring  of  floods;  or  the  with- 
holding from  the  parched  and  thirsty  earth  the  fer- 
talizing  droppings  of  the  clouds,  would  give  but  a 
faint  conception.  But  it  would  be  impossible.  If 
you  were  to  adopt  the  measure,  you  would  ordain 
what  would  not,  could  not  be  executed.  Public 
indignation  would  paralyze  the  hand  of  ike  grasp- 
ing creditor,  stretched  to  execute  it,  and  sweep 
your  act  from  the  statute  book  ere  it  could  be  en- 
forced. 

The  next  permanent  effect  would  be  to  place  the 
whole  banking  system  under  the  control  of  this  go- 
vernment. It  would  hold  over  the  banks  the  power 
of  life  and  death.  The  process  of  bankruptcy 
against  an  incorporation  is  but  another  name  for  its 
death  warrant.  It  would  give,  with  the  power  of 
destroying,  that  of  regulating  them,  without  regard 
to  their  chartered  rights.  The  same  bold  construc- 
tion that  would  authorise  congress  to  subject  them 
to  a bankrupt  law,  would  give  it  the  power  to  deter- 
mine at  pleasure  what  shall  or  shall  not  constitute 
acts  of  bankruptcy,  by  which  it  might  limit  the  ex- 
tent of  their  business,  fix  the  proportion  of  specie 
to  liability,  and  make  it  a condition  for  one  dollar 
in  circulation,  there  should  be  a dollar  in  their 
vaults.  The  possession  of  such  a power  would 
give  congress  more  unlimited  control  over  the 
banks,  than  that  which  the  states,  that  incorporated 
them  possess,  or  which  you  would  possess  over  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  chartered  by  yourselves. 
Your  power  over  such  an  institution,  and  the  states 
over  their  own  banks,  would  be  limited  by  the  acts 
of  incorporation,  while  yours  over  the  banks  of  the 
states,  with  the  bankrupt  power  in  your  hands, 
would  be  without  any  other  limitation,  exceptyour 
discretion. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  complete  subjugation  of 
the  state  banks  to  your  will,  must  be  the  result  of 
such  unlimited  control;  and  not  less  easy,  that  with 
their  subjugation  the  conflict  between  this  govern- 
ment and  the  banks  would  cease  to  be  followed  by 
a close  and  perpetual  alliance.  It  is  in  the  nature 
of  governments  to  wage  war  with  whatever  is  op- 
posed to  its  will,  and  to  take  under  protection  that 
which  it  hassubdued,  nor  would  the  banks  be  found 
to  be  an  exception.  They  would  be  forced  to  con- 
ciliate the  good  will  of  the  government,  on  which 
both  their  safely  and  profit  would  depend,  and  in 
no  way  could  they  more  effectually  do  that  than  by 
upholding  its  power  and  authority.  They  would- 
be  thus  forced,  by  the  strongest  appeals  to  both  their 
fear  and  hope,  into  the  political  arena  with  their 
immense  power  and  influence,  and  to  take  an  active 
and  decided  part  in  all  the  party  strifes  of  the  day, 
throwing  their  weight  alw’ays  on  the  side  which 
their  safety  and  profit  might  dictate.  The  end  would 
be  the  very  reverse  of  that  for  which  we,  who  are 
in  favor  of  a di\  orce  of  government  and  banks,  have 
been  contending  for  the  last  three  years.  Instead 
of  divorce  there  would  be  union,  instead  of  exclud- 
ing the  banks  from  the  political  struggles  of  the  day, 
they  would  be  forced  to  be  active  and  zealous  par- 
tisans in  self-defence,  and  instead  of  leaving  the 
banks  to  the  control  of  the  states,  from  which  they 
derive  their  charters,  you  would  assume  over  them 
a control  more  powerful  and  unlimited  than  has  ever 
been  before  exercised  over  them  by  this  govern- 
ment, either  through  the  pet  banks  or  a national 
bank.  This  control  would  be  the  greatest  at  the 
principal  points  of  collection  and  disbursement — the 
very  point  where  that  of  the  local  banks  would  be 
the  greatest  over  all  others.  It  follow's  that  the  go- 
vernment would  have  the  most  decisive  and  com- 
plete control  over  those  that  would  control  all  others, 
and  by  lending  their  powerful  aid  and  influence  to 
maintain  their  control,  would  in  reality  control  the 
whole  banking  system;  thus  making,  in  effect,  the 
banks  at  the  favored  points  the  national  bank,  and 
the  rest  virtually  but  branches.  If  to  this  we  add 
the  control  which  it  would  give  over  the  other 
and  powerful  corporations  enumerated  in  the  amend- 
ment, it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that  the  measure  if 
adopted,  would  do  more  to  increase  the  power  of 
this  government,  and  diminish  that  of  the  states — to 
strengthen  the  cause  of  consolidation,  and  weaken 
that  of  state  rights — thao  any  which  has  ever  been 
assumed  by  congress. 

Having  pointed  out  the  consequences,  I now  de- 
mand, in  the  name  of  the  constitution,  what  right 
has  congress  to  extend  a bankrupt  act  over  the  in- 
corporated institutions  of  the  states,  and  thereby 
seize  on  this  immense  power?  The  burden  of  proof 
is  on  those  w ho  claim  the  right,  arm  not  on  us,  who 
oppose  if.  I repeat,  ours  is  a government  of  limited 
powere,  and  those  who  claim  to  exercise  a power, 
must  show  the  grant — a clear  and  certain  grant,  in 
case  of  a power  so  pregnant  with  consequences  as 
this. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  PRESIDENT  AND 

A NUMBER  OF  HIS  POLITICAL  OPPONENTS  IN 

FISHKILL. 

From  the  Poughkeepsie,  ( N . Y.)  Telegraph. 

K Franklindale,  Dutchess  Co.  N.  Y.  June  8,  1830. 

Sir:  An  election  for  a president  of  the  United 
States  is  near  at  hand,  and  as  you  have  been  nomi- 
nated for  re-election  to  that  high  and  responsible 
office,  we  are  desirous  of  knowing  your  present 
opinions  upon  several  important  public  measures, 
and  with  due  respect  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you 
the  following  questions: 

1st.  Are  you  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  a petition  of  a majority 
of  the  citizens  of  the  District? 

2d.  Do  you  recognize  the  right  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  petition  congress  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
have  their  petitions  respectfully  received,  referred 
to  a proper  committee,  and  reported  upon? 

3d.  Are  you  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff  sufficient 
to  enable  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers  of  this 
country  to  compete  with  those  of  foreign  countries? 

4th.  Are  you  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  banking 
institutions  of  this  country,  and  maintaining  a mix- 
ed currency  of  gold,  silver  and  bank  paper,  or  of  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency? 

5th.  Are  you  in  favor  of  giving  the  public  lands 
to  the  states  in  which  they  lie? 

Glh.  Are  you  in  favor  of  organizing  the  militia  on 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
his  report  to  congress? 

7th.  Are  you  in  favor  of  congress  making  appro- 
priations for  internal  improvements,  and  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Cumberland  road  bill? 

By  giving  us  as  early  an  answer  to  the  above 
questions  as  is  compatible  with  your  public  duties, 
you  will  much  oblige  your  obedient  servants, 

E.  D.  Sweet,  Edward  Merritt, 

A.  S.  Mesier,  James  Shields, 

Henry  Mesier, 


Wm.  Massey, 
J.  T.  Nichols, 


J ohn  M.  Goring, 
John  Wood, 

Wm.  S.  Sweet, 


His  excellency  M.  Van  Buren,  president  U.  S. 


Washington,  September  30,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  My  reply  to  your  interrogatories 
has  been  longer  delayed  than  I intended  it  should 
be.  The  necessity  for  this  delay  would,  however, 
have  been  more  regretted  by  me  but  for  the  fact  that 
my  views  upon  most  of  the  subjects  embraced  by 
your  inquiries  have  already  been  made  public,  and 
have  doubtless  come  to  your  knowledge. 

The  opinions  I entertain  in  regard  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  have  been  re- 
peatedly and  publicly  avowed,  and  more  particularly 
in  a letter  recently  addressed  by  me  to  a committee 
at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  a copy  of  which  is  here- 
with sent  to  you. 

In  respect  to  a prolective  tariff — the  plan  of  the 
secretary  of  war  for  the  organization  of  the  militia — 
and  appropriations  by  congress  for  internal  improve- 
ments— my  opinions  were  expressed  at  large  in 
iny  letter  to  certain  citizens  of  Elizabeth  city  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  on  the  31st  of  July  last,  in  reply  to 
questions  which  were  in  substance,  similar  to  your 
own.  I send  for  your  convenience  a pamphlet  copy 
of  that  correspondence. 

The  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  not  in- 
cluded in  their  inquiries,  but  is  among  those  pre- 
sented by  you.  The  legislation  of  congress  upon 
the  subject  of  this  road  lests  upon  grounds  altoge- 
ther distinct  from  the  general  question  of  internal 
improvements  within  the  states  by  the  fedeial  go- 
vernment. Its  construction  was  originally  authoris- 
ed during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
was  to  be  paid  for  out  of  a portion  of  the  avails  of 
the  public  lands,  which  were  set  apart  for  that  pur- 
pose. These  avails  have  been  anticipated  by  ap- 
propriations out  of  the  national  treasury — the  sums 
so  advanced  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  states  through  which  the  road 
passes;  and  several  of  these  states  have  been  admit- 
ted into  the  union,  on  the  basis  of  compacts  con- 
taining similar  stipulations.  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
every  subsequent  president,  without,  I beleieve,  a 
single  exception,  have  given  their  sanction  to  ap- 
propriations made  by  congress  towards  its  comple- 
tion, to  be  reimbursed  in  the  manner  before  men- 
tioned. I have  approved  one  appropriation  for  that 
object  myself,  and  would  do  so  again  if  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  such  appropriations  have  been 
made,  were  conformed  to  by  congress. 

My  letter  to  the  citizens  of  Elizabeth  city  county 
will,  however,  guard  von  against  the  inference  that 
I am  in  favor  of  internal  improvements  within  the 
states  by  the  federal  government.  It  will  show  you, 
on  the  contrary,  that  being  a member  of  general 


Jackson’s  cabinet  at  the  time  this  question  came 
officially  before  him,  and  sincerely  believing  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  whole  country,  the  quiet, 
not  to  say  the  stability  of  the  union,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  that  moral  force  which,  perhaps  as  much 
as  any  other,  holds  it  together,  imperiously  required 
that  the  destructive  course  of  legislation  upon  that 
subject  then  prevalent,  should  in  some  proper  and 
constitutional  way  be  arrested,  I,  throughout,  gave 
to  the  Maysville  veto  an  active,  zealous  and  anxi- 
ous support.  Among  the  numerous  and  imperisha- 
ble claims  of  that  great  man  to  the  respect  and  gra- 
titude of  his  countrymen,  that  measure  deserves,  in 
my  judgment,  to  occupy  a place  in  the  first  rank. 
The  salutary  influence  which  it  has  exerted  upon 
the  interests  of  the  country  cannot  be  fully  appreciated 
without  taking  into  view  the  condition  of  things  at 
the  time  it  was  adopted,  and  the  scenes  through 
which  we  have  subsequently  passed.  It  is  now 
ten  years  since  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  presi- 
dent Jackson  sustained,  by  the  approving  voice  of 
the  people,  succeeded  in  arresting  the  improvident 
and  unconstitutional  expenditures  of  the  public  mo- 
ney for  internal  improvement  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment. According  to  his  estimate,  bills  had  been 
reported  to  congress  by  committees,  and  were  then 
pending  before  that  body,  appropriating  money  for 
objects  of  this  nature  to  the  amount  of  about  one 
hundred  and  six  millions  of  dollars,  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  there  had  been  presented  to  the  two  houses, 
projects  for  works  of  a similar  character,  which 
could  not  be  accurately  estimated,  but  which,  as  he 
supposed,  must  have  exceeded  another  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  If  we  take  into  consideration  the 
extraordinary  and  reckless  inflations  of  the  currency, 
which  have  been  witnessed  during  the  intermediate 
period,  the  improvident  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ment by  some  of  the  states,  resulting  from  these 
inflations,  the  increased  aviility  with  which  under- 
takings of  that  character  are  advocated,  when  the 
money  to  carry  them  into  effect  is  to  come  out  of 
the  national  treasury,  instead  of  being  an  immediate 
charge  upon  the  state  in  which  they  are  to  be  con- 
structed, the  liability  of  congress  in  its  action  upon 
such  matters  to  the  baleful  influence  of  what  is 
termed  “log-rolling,”  the  unavoidable  tendency  of 
the  practice  of  raising  money  by  loans  to  increase 
all  the  expenses  of  government;  from  the  readiness 
with  which  a debt  already  large,  is  made  a little 
larger — considering  these  and  other  views  of  the 
subject,  tending  to  the  same  conclusion,  which 
might  be  presented,  who  can  pretend  to  say,  what 
would  have  been  the  amount  of  our  national  debt  at 
this  time,  but  for  the  timely  interference  of  the  exe- 
cutive to  arrest  the  career  of  expenditures,  then  so 
fatally  prone  to  excess.  If  the  debts  contiacted  for 
these  objects  alone  by  the  slates,  under  all  the  re- 
straints, and  in  the  absence  of  many  of  the  stimulat- 
ing circumstances  to  which  I have  adverted,  amount 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  is  it  ex- 
travagant to  suppose  that,  if  the  policy  had  not  been 
changed,  the  debt  of  the  federal  government  would 
have  amounted  to  several  millions  more,  and  have 
been  greater  than  the  U.  States  have  ever  owed,  not- 
withstanding they  have  passed  through  two  wars? 
one  for  the  achievement,  the  other  for  the  mainte- 
nance, of  their  independence. 

Without  stopping  to  observe  upon  the  severity  of 
taxation  which  the  existence  of  such  a debt  would 
have  rendered  unavoidable,  let  me,  for  a moment, 
direct  your  attention  to  other  views  of  the  subject, 
certainly  of  no  less  interest  to  the  sincere  friends  of 
our  country,  its  independence  and  honor.  The  or- 
dinary embarrassments  arising  from  a public  debt 
are  often  aggravated  by  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  creditor.  The  debts  contracted  by  the 
states  are  chiefly  due  to  foreigners,  and  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  the  latter  would  have  held  a 
large  proportion  of  them,  if  the  debts  had  been 
contracted  by  the  federal  government.  Claims  of 
this  character  upon  the  sovereign  states  of  ihe  con- 
federacy, give  to  their  foieign  creditors  a pretence 
to  interfere,  and  to  some  extent  an  incidental  con- 
trol, in  the  management  of  state  concerns,  and  con- 
stitutes them  judges  of  the  fidelity  or  honor  with 
which  the  debtor  states  perform  their  engagements. 
This  condition  of  the  latter  is  sufficiently  humiliat- 
ing, but  how  much  more  so  would  it  be  if  applicable 
to  the  general  government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  have 
intercourse  with  foreign  stales  in  regard  to  affairs 
affecting  our  national  interests  and  national  honor, 
and  which  is  so  liable  to  become  involved  with 
them  in  controversies  affecting  the  public  peace.  If 
you  reflect  for  a moment  upon  the  embarrassments 
which  some  of  the  states  have  expeiienred  from 
liabilities  abroad  and  dependence  upon  moneyed  in- 
stitutions for  the  means  to  pay  interest  on  their  debts 
and  to  continue  their  works,  and  contrast  their  situ- 
ation with  the  present  unembarrassed,  and  truly 
enviable  position  of  the  general  government  in  re- 
gard to  its  finances — a position  greatly  preferable  to 
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that  of  any  other  nation  in  Europe  or  America — you 
will  be  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the  wisdom  as  well  as 
the  benefits  of  the  Maysville  veto.  Whilst  the  en- 
ergies of  most  other  nations  are  enfeebled  by  the 
enervating  and  vicious  influences  of  large  national 
debts,  the  United  States  are  wholly  free  from  any 
such  responsibility,  unless,  indeed,  their  liability  to 
redeem  a small  amount  of  treasury  notes,  issued 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  were  indebt- 
ed to  the  government,  and  for  the  redemption  of 
which  it  already  possesses  the  means,  can  be  so  re- 
garded. 

I am  not  in  favor  of  giving  the  public  lands  to  the 
new  states  in  which  they  lie.  The  policy  which 
ought  in  my  opinion  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  was  set  forth  in 
the  following  terms  in  my  annual  message  to  congress 
in  1837: 

“The  disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the 
most  important  trusts  confided  to  congress.  The 
practicability  of  retaining  the  title  and  control  of 
such  extensive  domains  in  the  general  government, 
and  at  the  same  time  admitting  the  territories  em- 
bracing them  into  the  federal  union  as  coequal  with 
the  original  states,  was  seriously  doubted  by  many 
of  our  wisest  statesmen.  All  feared  that  they  would 
become  a source  of  discord,  and  many  carried  their 
apprehensions  so  far  as  to  see  in  them  the  seeds  of  a 
future  dissolution  of  the  confederacy.  But  happily 
our  experience  has  already  been  sufficient  to  quiet, 
in  a great  degree,  all  such  apprehensions.  The  po- 
sition, at  one  time  assumed,  that  the  admission  of 
new  states  into  the  union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  original  states,  was  incompatible  with  a right  of 
soil  in  the  U.  States,  and  operated  as  a surrender 
thereof,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  compacts 
by  which  their  admission  was  designed  to  be  regu- 
lated— has  been  wisely  abandoned.  Whether  in  the 
new  or  the  old  states,  ail  now  agree  that  the  right  of 
soil  to  the  public  lands  remains  in  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  that  these  lands  constitute  a common 
property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of  all  the  states,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence  in  this 
just  principle  by  the  people  of  the  new  states,  has 
naturally  promoted  a disposition  to  adopt  the  most 
liberal  policy  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  A 
policy  which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  object  of 
selling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  possible  sum  of 
money,  without  regard  to  higher  considerations, 
finds  but  few  advocates.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  ge- 
nerally conceded,  that  whilst  the  mode  of  dispo- 
sition adopted  by  the  government  should  always  be  a 
prudent  one,  yet  its  leading  object  ought  to  be  ttie 
early  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands  sold; 
and  that  it  should  discountenance,  if  it  cannot  pre- 
vent, the  accumulation  of  large  tracts  in  the  same 
hands,  which  must  necessarily  retard  the  growth  of 
the  new  states,  or  entail  upon  them  a dependant 
tenantry,  and  its  attendant  evils. 

“A  question  embracing  such  important  interest, 
and  so  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  every  quarter  of  the  union,  has  very  na- 
turally given  rise  to  numerous  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  system.  The  distinctive  fea- 
tures of  the  policy  that  has  hitherto  prevailed,  are, 
to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  at  moderate  prices,  thus 
enabling  a greater  number  to  enter  into  competition 
for  their  purchase,  and  accomplishing  a double  ob- 
ject of  promoting  their  rapid  settlement  by  the 
purchasers,  and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  treasury;  to  sell  lor  cash,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  disturbing  influence  of  a large  mass  of 
private  citizens  indebted  to  the  government,  which 
they  have  a voice  in  controlling;  to  bring  them  into 
market  no  faster  than  good  lands  are  supposed  to  be 
wanted  for  improvements,  thereby  preventing  the 
accumulation  of  large  tracts  in  tew  hands;  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  government;  thus  diminishing  the 
amount  to  be  raised  from  the  people  ot  the  states  by 
taxation,  and  giving  each  state  its  portion  of  the  be- 
nefits to  be  derived  from  this  common  fund  in  a 
manner  the  most  quiet,  and  at  the  same  time,  per- 
haps, the  most  equitable,  that  can  be  devised.  These 
provisions,  with  occasional  enactments  in  behalf  of 
special  interests  deemed  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
government,  have,  in  their  execution,  produced  re- 
sults as  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as  could  reasona- 
bly be  expected  in  a matter  so  vast,  so  complicated, 
and  so  exciting.  Upwards  of  seventy  millions  of 
acres  have  been  sold,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
believed  to  have  been  purchased  by  actul  settlement. 
The  population  of  the  new  states  and  territories 
created  out  of  the  public  domain,  increased  between 
1800  and  1830  from  less  than  sixty  thousand  to  up- 
wards of  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  souls, 
constituting,  at  the  latter  period,  about  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  in- 
crease since  cannot  be  accurately  known,  but  the 
whole  may  now  be  safely  estimated  at  over  three 
and  a half  millions  of  souls;  composing  nine  states, 


the  representatives  of  which  constitute  above  one- 
third  of  the  senate,  and  over  one-sixth  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

“Thus  has  been  formed  a body  of  free  and  inde- 
pendent landholders,  with  a rapidity  unequalled  in 
the  history  of  mankind;  and  this  great  result  has 
been  produced  without  leaving  any  thing  for  future 
adjustment  between  the  government  and  its  citizens. 
The  system  under  which  so  much  has  been  accom- 
plished cannot  be  intrinsically  bad,  and  with  occa- 
sional modifications,  to  correct  abuses,  and  adapt  it 
to  changes  of  circumstances,  may,  I think,  be  safe- 
ly trusted  for  the  future.  There  is,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  such  extensive  interests,  much  virtue  in 
stability;  aDd  although  great  and  obvious  improve- 
ments should  not  be  declined,  changes  should  never 
be  made  without  the  fullest  examination,  and  the 
clearest  demonstration  of  their  practical  utility.  In 
the  history  of  the  past  we  have  an  assurance  that  this 
safe  rule  of  action  will  not  be  departed  from  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands;  nor  is  it  believed  that  any 
necessity  exists  for  interfering  with  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  the  system,  or  that  the  public  mind, 
even  in  the  new  states,  is  desirous  of  any  radical 
alterations.  On  the  contrary,  the  general  disposition 
appears  to  be  to  make  such  modifications  and  ad- 
titions  only  as  will  the  more  effectually  carry  out  the 
original  policy  of  filling  our  new  states  and  territo- 
ries with  an  industrious  and  independent  popula- 
tion.” 

You  also  ask  whether  I recognize  the  right  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  petition  congress 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  to  have  their  petitions  respectfully  re- 
ceived, referred  to  a proper  committee  and  reported 
upon? 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  secures  to 
each  house  of  congress  the  right  to  determine  “the 
rule  of  its  proceedings.”  Under  no  circumstances 
that  I am  apprised  of,  can  it  become  the  duty  or  the 
right  of  the  executive  to  interfere  with  their  doings 
in  this  respect.  The  question  propounded  by  you 
does  not,  therefore,  apply  in  any  sense  to  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  president.  I have,  however,  no  he- 
sitation to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  two  houses 
of  congress  were  fully  justified  in  the  course  they 
pursued  upon  the  subject  of  abolition  petitions.— 
The  details  of  the  measures  which  they  from  time 
to  time  adopted,  may  not  have  been  the  best  that 
could  have  been  devised,  or  such  even  as  they  the  m- 
selves  would  have  preferred  under  other  circum- 
stances. Amid  the  diversities  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued,  among  those  who 
united  in  the  object,  and  amid  the  excitements  of 
the  moment,  it  would  be  extraordinary  indeed,  if 
the  results  of  their  action  had  been  precisely  such 
as  cool  and  calm  reflection  would  have,  suggested 
as  the  wisest  and  best.  They  for  several  years  re- 
ceived those  petitions,  and  referred  them  to  appro- 
priate committees,  as  wa3  done  with  petitions  on 
other  subjects.  On  at  least  one  occasion  the  house 
of  representatives  referred  the  subject  to  a nume- 
rous committee,  with  instructions  to  report  at  large 
upon  the  whole  subject,  and  the  house  upon  the 
coming  in  of  the  report  decided  against  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  wilh  great  unanimity.  In  the  se- 
nate the  same  subject  was  acted  upon  with  equal 
solemnity,  and  decided  also  against  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  by  a nearly  unanimous  vote.  It  was 
only  after  it  had  become  obvious  that  the  sole  object 
which  was  hoped  to  be  accomplished  by  most  of  the 
petitions  was  to  make  an  instrument  of  congress  to 
increase  a species  of  agitation,  by  means  of  which 
the  public  mind  had  already  become  dangerously 
disturbed,  and  which  might  in  its  consequences 
reach  to  a dissolution  of  the  union  itself,  that  the 
two  houses  took  measures  for  such  a disposition  of 
the  petitions  as  would  prevent  injurious  conse- 
quences, as  well  to  the  quiet  of  the  country  as  to 
the  public  interests  intrusted  to  their  care.  In  the 
senate  this  was  accomplished  by  a motion  in  each 
case  to  lay  the  petition,  and  every  motion  that  was 
made  upon  it,  on  the  table,  which  motion  is,  by  the 
rules  of  that  body  not  debatable;  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, by  a general  resolution  applicable  to 
all,  the  same  result  was  obtained. 

Your  only  remaining  question  is,  “whether  I am 
in  favor  of  sustaining  the  banking  institutions  of 
this  country,  and  maintaining  a mixed  currency  of 
gold  and  silver  and  bank  paper,  or,  of  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency?” 

The  information  to  be  derived  from  thearcbieves 
of  your  own  state,  and  from  repeated  and  formal 
avowals  of  opinion  on  my  part,  as  well  before  as 
since  my  election  to  the  presidency,  leaves  but  lit- 
tle to  be  added  upon  this  subject.  I entered  your 
state  legislature  in  1812,  and  left  it  in  1820.  There 
has  been  no  period  of  equal  extent  in  which  the 
passion  for  banking  was  stronger,  or  during  which, 
according  to  my  impression,  a larger  proportion  of 
the  banking  capital  of  the  state  was  incorporated. 


Satisfied  of  the  unsoundness  of  the  principles  upon 
which  the  institutions  of  that  day  were  founded,  and 
convinced  that  instead  of  affording  to  the  commu- 
nity a sound  circulating  medium  and  to  business 
useful  facilities,  they  would  operate  injuriously  in 
both  respects,  I made  (with  a single  exception  con- 
nected with  the  war,  and  which  lias  been  repeated- 
ly explained),  throughout  the  whole  of  those  eight 
years,  an  active,  vigorous  and  unvarying  opposition 
to  the  increase  of  such  institutions.  I was  also  stre- 
nuous in  ray  efforts  to  place  the  subject  upon  a foot- 
ing which  would  take  from  them  the  character  of 
monopolies,  and  produce,  as  I hoped,  better  prac- 
tical results.  Recalled  to  the  service  of  the  state 
eight  years  afterwards,  and  finding  that  the  disposi- 
tion in  favor  of  the  then  existing  system  of  banking 
had,  as  I apprehended,  acquired  too  strong  a hold 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  that  the  system  had  be- 
come too  extensively  interwoven  with  business 
transactions,  to  be  wholly  chat, ged,  I employed  the 
brief  period  of  my  administration  of  the  state  go- 
vernment in  inducing  the  legislature  to  protect  the 
bill  holders  and  the  community  at  large  against  loss 
from  bank  failures,  by  the  establishment  of  the 
safety  fund  system. 

How  much  that  measure  was  derided  and  misre- 
presented at  the  time,  and  in  what  estimation  it  is 
now  held  even  by  those  whose  sense  of  duty  forced 
them  to  oppose  its  adoption,  I need  not  inform  you. 
An  expression  of  my  opinions  of  and  disposition  to- 
wards the  state  banks  having  been  called  for  by  a 
communication  addressed  to  me  w-hile  a candidate 
for  the  presidency,  they  were  at  that  time  thus 
given: 

“I  have  an  abiding  reliance  on  the  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  the  people.  Temporary  inconve- 
nience may  result  from  the  lolly  or  fraud  of  these 
institutions,  but  the  remedy  will  soon  be  applied. 
A people  like  those  of  the  states  composing  this 
confederacy,  will  not  long  stand  by  and  see  the  cur- 
rency of  their  respective  states  corrupted,  the  value 
of  property  unsettled,  and  all  their  interests  derang- 
ed, by  the  imprudence  or  cupidity  of  these  incorpo- 
rations, without  finding  and  enforcing  an  effectual, 
and  at  the  same  time  a constitutional  remedy. 
These  observations  do  not  proceed  from  a desire  to 
deal  harshly  with  the  state  banks.  Although  I have 
always  been  opposed  to  the  increase  of  banks,  I 
would  nevertheless  pursue  towards  the  existing  in- 
stitutions a just  and  liberal  course — protecting  them 
in  the  rightful  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  which 
have  been  granted  to  them,  and  extending  to  them 
the  good  will  ot  the  community  so  long  as  they  dis- 
charge with  fidelity  the  delicate  and  important  pub- 
lic trusts  with  which  they  have  been  invested.  But 
all  experience  having  shown  that  there  is  no  dele- 
gated power  more  liable  to  abuse  than  that  which 
consists  in  chartered  privileges  of  this  description, 
I would  be  astute  in  watching  the  course  of  the 
banks,  and  vigilant  and  prompt  in  arresting  the 
slightest  aspiration  on  their  part  to  follow  a bad  ex- 
ample, by  seeking  to  become  the  masters  when  they 
were  designed  to  be  the  servants  of  the  people.” 

Raised  by  the  favorable  consideration  of  my 
countrymen  to  the  head  ol  the  federal  government, 
my  official  relation  to  the  state  hanks  was  so  far 
changed  as  to  restrict  my  action  in  regard  to  them 
to  such  points  only  as  were  properly  required  by 
their  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  fede- 
ral government  or  with  the  legislation  of  congress. 

In  my  first  annual  message,  December,  1837,  they 
were  thus  spoken  of: 

“The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  state  banks 
for  fiscal  purposes  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a 
measure  of  hostility  toward  those  institutions. 
Banks,  properly  established  and  conducted,  are 
highly  useful  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
will  doubtless  continue  to  exist  in  the  states,  so  long 
as  they  conform  to  their  laws  and  are  found  to  he 
safe  and  beneficial.  How  they  should  be  created, 
what  privileges  they  should  enjoy,  under  what  re- 
sponsibilities they  should  act,  and  to  what  restiie- 
tions  they  should  be  subject,  are  questions  which, 
as  I observed  on  a previous  occasion,  belong  to  the 
states  to  decide.  Upon  their  rights,  or  the  exercise 
of  them,  the  general  government  can  have  no  mo- 
tive to  encroach.  Its  duty  toward  them  is  well  per- 
formed when  it  refrains  from  legislating  for  their 
especial  benefit,  because  such  legislation  would  vio- 
late the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  be  unjust  to 
other  interests;  when  it  takes  no  steps  to  impair 
their  usefulness,  but  so  manages  its  own  affairs  as 
to  make  it  the  interest  of  those  institutions  to 
strengthen  and  improve  their  condition  for  the  se- 
curity and  welfare  of  the  community  at  large.  They 
have  no  right  to  insist  on  a connection  with  the  fe- 
deral government,  nor  on  the  use  of  the  public  mo- 
ney for  their  own  benefit.  The  object  of  the  mea- 
sure under  consideration  is  to  avoid,  for  the  future, 
a compulsory  connection  of  this  kind.  It  proposes 
to  place  the  general  government,  in  regard  to  the 
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essential  points  of  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  ami 
transfer  of  the  public  money,  in  a situation  which 
shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependence  on  the  will  ot 
irresponsible  individuals  or  corporations;  to  with- 
draw those  moneys  from  the  use  ot  private  trade, 
and  confide  them  to  agents  constitutionally  selected 
and  controlled  by  law;  to  abstain  from  improper 
interference  with  the  industry  ot  the  people,  and 
withhold  inducements  to  improvident  dealings  on 
the  part  of  individuals;  to  give  stability  to  the  con- 
cerns of  the  treasury;  to  preserve  the  measures  of 
the  government  from  the  unavoidable  reproaches 
that  flow  from  such  a connection,  and  the  banks 
themselves  from  the  injurious  effects  of  a supposed 
participation  in  the  political  conflicts  of  the  day, 
from  which  they  will  otherwise  find  it  difficult  to 
escape.” 

In  rny  next  message,  December,  1838,  they  were 
adverted  to  in  the  following  language: 

“It  will  not,  I am  sure  be  deemed  out  of  place 
for  me  here  to  remark,  that  the  declaration  of  my 
views  in  opposition  to  the  policy  of  employing  banks 
as  the  depositories  of  tbe  government  funds,  cannot 
be  justly  construed  as  indicative  of  hostility,  official 
or  personal,  to  those  institutions;  or  to  repeat  in  this 
form,  and  in  connection  with  this  subject,  opinions 
which  I have  uniformly  entertained,  and  on  all  pro- 
per occasions  expressed.  Though  always  opposed 
to  their  creation  in  the  form  of  exclusive  privileges, 
and,  as  a state  magistrate,  aiming  by  appropriate 
legislation  to  secure  the  community  against  the  con- 
sequences of  their  occasional  mismanagement,  I 
have  yet  ever  wished  to  see  them  protected  in  the 
exercise  of  rights  conferred  by  law,  and  have 
never  doubted  their  utility,  when  properly  managed, 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  trade,  and,  through 
that  channel,  the  other  interests  of  the  community. 
To  the  general  government  they  present  themselves 
merely  as  state  institutions,  having  no  necessary 
connection  with  its  legislation  or  its  administra- 
tion. Like  other  state  establishments,  they  may 
be  used  or  not,  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  tbe  go- 
vernment, as  public  policy  and  tbe  general  interests 
of  the  union  may  seem  to  require.” 

And  in  my  last  annual  message,  the  following 
views  of  the  subject  were  taken: 

“In  a country  so  commercial  as  ours,  banks  of 
some  form  will  probably  always  exist;  but  this 
serves  only  to  render  it  the  more  incumbent  on  us, 
notwithstanding  tbe  discouragements  of  the  past, 
to  strive  in  our  respective  stations  to  mitigate  the 
evils  they  produce — to  take  from  them,  as  rapidly 
as  tbe  obligations  of  public  faith,  and  a careful  con- 
sideration of  the  immediate  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity will  permit,  the  unjust  character  of  inonopo. 
lies — to  check,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable,  by 
prudent  legislation,  those  temptations  of  interest, 
and  those  opportunities  for  their  dangerous  indul- 
gence, which  beset  them  on  every  side, and  to  con- 
fine them  strictly  to  the  performance  of  their  para- 
mount duty,  that  of  aiding  ttie  operations  of  com- 
merce, rather  than  consulting  their  own  exclusive 
advantage.  These,  and  other  salutary  reforms  may, 
it  is  believed,  be  accomplished  without  the  violation 
of  any  of  the  great  principles  of  the  social  compact, 
the  observance  of  which  is  indispensable  to  its  ex- 
istence, or  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  useful 
and  profitable  employment  of  real  capital. 

“Institutions  so  framed  have  existed,  and  still 
exist  elsewhere,  giving  to  commercial  intercourse 
all  necessary  facilities,  without  inflating  or  depre- 
ciating the  cur  rency,  or  stimulating  speculation. — 
Thus  accomplishing  their  legitimale  ends,  they 
have  gained  tire  surest  guarantee  for  their  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  in  tire  good  will  of  the  com- 
munity. Among  a people  so  just  as  ours  the  same 
results  could  not  (ail  to  attend  to  a similar  course. 
Tlte  d irect  supervision  of  tire  banks  belongs,  from 
tire  nature  of  our  government,  to  the  states  who  au- 
thorise them.  It  is  to  their  legislatures  that  tire 
people  must  mainly  look  for  action  on  that  subject. 
But  as  tire  conduct  of  the  federal  government  in  tire 
management  of  its  revenue  Iras  also  a powerful 
though  less  immediate  influence  upon  them,  it  be- 
comes onr  duty  to  see  that  a proper  direction  is 
given  to  rt.  While  the  keeping  of  the  public  reve- 
nue in  a separate  and  independent  treasury,  and  of 
collecting  it  in  gold  and  silver,  will  have  a salutary 
influence  on  tire  system  of  paper  credit  with  which 
all  banks  are  connected,  and  thus  aid  those  that  are 
sound  and  vveil  managed,  it  will  at  the  same  time 
sensibly  check  such  as  are  otherwise,  by  at  once 
withholding  the  means  of  extravagance  afforded  by 
the  public  funds,  and  restraining  them  from  exces- 
sive issues  of  notes  which  they  w ould  be  constantly 
called  upon  to  redeem.” 

My  official  course  as  president  has  been,  amt  will 
continue  to  be,  regulated  by  tire  uniform  opinions 
which  I have  thus  repeatedly  expressed.  I caused 
file  laws  which  forbade  the  receipt  of  f heir  irre- 
deemable, and  consequently  depreciated,  notes  in 


payment  of  public  dues  to  be  faithfully  executed;  I 
recommended  to  congress  a gradual  discontinuance, 
also,  of  the  receipt  of  their  notes  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenues  of  tile  United  States,  and  the  substi- 
tution of  gold  and  silver;  and  tire  discontinuance  of 
the  use  ol  banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  money, 
and  the  substitution  of  an  independent  treasury.  I 
have  likewise  suggested  for  tire  consideration  of 
congress,  the  propriety  of  placing  them  upon  the 
same  footing  as  other  debtors,  by  subjecting  them 
to  the  provisions  of  a bankrupt  law — not  for  the 
purpose  of  depriving  them  of  privileges  secured  by 
state  laws,  but  to  enable  the  holders  of  their  bills  to 
compel  them  to  make  good  their  promises,  and  dis- 
charge the  liabilities  they  were  under,  according  to 
those  laws.  My  reasons  for  these  respective  posi- 
tions are  before  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
who  will,  I doubt  not,  appreciate  them  according  to 
their  deserts,  and  that  is  all  1 desire. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  prevents  any- 
thing but  gold  and  silver  from  being  made  a legal 
tender  in  file  states.  No  attempt  to  change  the 
constitution  in  this  respect,  will,  I trust,  ever  be 
made;  successfully  I am  confident  it  cannot  be  made. 
But  it  does  not  follow  that  nothing  but  gold  and 
silver  should  be  employed  in  making  the  exchanges, 
and  in  transacting  business  between  man  and  man. 
A portion  of  the  circulating  medium  used  for  these 
purposes  will  always  be  composed  of  bank  paper 
unless  its  circulation  is  prohibited  by  law.  There 
are  few,  if  any,  who  would  object  that  those  who 
have  capital  should  employ  it,  and  the  credit  it  gives 
them  in  facilitating  the  exchanges  of  the  country 
in  a manner  and  upon  terms  which  shall  yield  a rea- 
sonable advantage  to  themselves,  and  afford  securi- 
ty to  tile  community;  whilst  all  should  protest 
against  permitting  those  who  have  it  not  to  practice 
banking  under  the  sanction  of  law,  as  a contrivance 
to  secure  to  themselves  a living  out  of  the  labor  of 
others,  and  also  against  giving  to  the  business  of 
banking,  in  any  form,  undue  advantages  over  the 
other  pursuits  of  life.  The  question  before  the 
country  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  not,  whether 
the  business  of  banking  shall  be  permitted,  but  how 
shall  it  be  authorised,  and  upon  what  terms  it  shall 
be  carried  on,  questions  which  it  is  the  province  of 
the  people  and  the  governments  of  the  states  to 
decide  for  themselves.  Wherever  these  are  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  secure  tile  interest  and  rights  of  the 
whole  community',  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the 
mixed  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  bank  paper 
of  which  you  speak.  What  should  he  the  propor- 
tions of  each,  cannot  be  reduced  lo  any  precise  rule. 
No  one  who  is  at  ail  disposed  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject dispassionately,  can,  I should  suppose,  after  all 
liie  experience  we  have  had,  entertain  a moment’s 
doubt  that  the  value  of  property — the  steady  em- 
ployment and  adequate  compensation  of  labor — (he 
security  and  success  of  all  regular  employments,  and 
the  consequent  prosperity  of  the  country,  are  all 
essentially  promoted  by  the  possession  of  a stable 
currency,  and  that  the  currency  is  every  where 
more  or  less  stable  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or 
less  infusion  of  the  precious  metals.  It  is  therefore 
the  dictate  of  sound  policy  as  well  as  justice  to  ex- 
tend, and  not  to  devise  or  multiply  contrivances  to 
diminish,  that  portion  of  our  circulating  medium 
which  is  to  consist  of  gold  and  silver.  This  should 
be  done  as  far  as  may  be  found  paclicabie,  and  as 
consistent  with  convenience.  There  are  few  sub- 
jects, in  respect  to  which  more  erroneous  opinions 
are  formed  by  those  who  did  not  give  themselves 
tlie  trouble  to  examine  minutely  into  the  matter, 
than  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  what  is  usually  de- 
nominated currency,  (including  in  the  term  gold 
and  silver  and  bank  paper),  employed  in  or  neces- 
sary to  the  transactions  of  the  whole  business  of  the 
country.  No  one,  who  sifts  the  matter  fully,  can 
fail  to  be  struck  with  the  prevailing  misapprehen- 
sions on  this  subject.  The  business  of  the  country 
in  which  money  is  actually  used,  bears  but  a small 
proportion  to  the  whole.  Those  portions  in  which  it 
is  not  employed  are,  first,  the  foreign  trade,  almost 
the  w’hole  of  which  branch  of  business,  immense 
as  it  may  be,  is  carried  on  partly  by  an  exchange 
of  commodities,  but  principally  by  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  on  the  avails  of  onr  exports  ami  other  accu- 
mulations of  capital  abroad.  It  seldom  happens 
that  what  is  usually  called  money  is  employed  in 
these  transactions;  and  when  it  does  happen,  it  is 
only  in  very  limited  amounts.  The  same  remark  is 
applicable  to  the  immense  trade  between  distant 
portions  of  our  own  country.  Those  engaged  in  it 
do  not  ordinarily  employ  money  to  discharge  the 
liabilities  that  grow  out  of  it,  but  do  so  by  draft  and 
domestic  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  from  place  to 
place  upon  funds  previously  accumulated,  or  which 
are  expected  lo  accumulate,  from  the  transfer  of  the 
productions  of  the  country  and  other  sources. — So 
too  in  regard  to  large  dealings  in  our  cities:  we  all 
know  how  seldom  it  is  that  money  is  actually  em- 


ployed in  them.  With  very  limited  exceptions,  they 
are  affected  by  exchanges,  checks,  transfers  of  cre- 
dit, &c.  &c.  This  is  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
more  important  commercial  transactions,  even  where 
a paper  currency  most  abounds,  and  it  would  be 
still  more  generally  resorted  to,  from  motives  of 
convenience,  in  proportion  as  coin  shall  have  been 
made  to  constitute  an  increased  portion  of  the  cir- 
culating medium.  It  is  so  also  in  a great  degree 
vvitli  large  sales  of  property,  real  as  well  as  per- 
sonal. Strike  out  these  and  other  business  transac- 
tions, standing  upon  the  same  footing,  which  might 
be  named,  and  it  would  be  seen  how  little  is  left 
compared  with  the  whole  transactions  of  society 
for  which  the  use  of  money  is  necessary  or  in  which 
it  is  ordinarily  emploj'ed.  The  disparity  between 
the  whole  dealings  of  the  country,  the  debts  which 
are  made  and  paid,  and  the  money  actually  employ- 
ed in  them,  will  be  still  more  apparent  when  the 
average  amount  of  what  is  termed  currency  in  ttie 
United  States  is  contrasted  w’ith  the  average  amount 
of  tlie  business  transactions  of  the  country.  The 
amount  of  specie  at  this  time  in  the  United  States 
may,  it  is  supposed,  be  fairly  set  down  at  SO, 000,000 
dollars,  and  ot  paper  in  circulation  at  $90,000,000. 
Of  the  specie,  not  far  from  $35,000,000  is  in  the 
vaults  ofthe  banks.  Add  tlie  residue  to  the  bank  notes 
in  circulation,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  circulat- 
ing medium  ofthe  United  States  is,  at  this  time, 
$135,000,000. 

Who  can  estimate  the  gross  amount  of  the  busi- 
ness transactions  of  the  country,  even  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  or  say  how  many  hundred,  or  perhaps 
even  thousand  millions,  it  will  be?  Form  to  your- 
selves any  idea  of  its  vast  amount,  which  may  be 
regarded,  as  even  an  approach  to  accuracy — com- 
pare it  with  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium, 
and  you  will  then  be  able  to  make  some  estimate  of 
the  immense  amount  of  business  which  is  transact- 
ed without  the  use  of  money,  either  metallic  or  pa- 
per. At  present,  it  will  be  seen  that  owing  to  con- 
tractions by  the  banks,  the  specie  in  the  country, 
although  not  all  in  circulation,  is  nearly  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  the 
United  States. 

I have  alluded  to  the  last  topic  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing,  to  some  extent  at  least,  the 
groundless  alarm  which  the  measures  for  infusing  a 
larger  proportion  of  coin  into  our  currency  seem  to 
have  excited  in  some  quarters,  and  not  by  way  of 
argument  in  favor  ofan  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
My  own  views  in  relation  to  tlie  policy  of  increas- 
ing the  quantity  of  coin  in  our  circulating  medium 
were  thus  given  in  my  letter  to  the  hon.  Sherrod 
Williams: 

“That  gold  and  silver  should  constitute  a much 
greater  proportion  of  tlie  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  than  they  now  do,  is  a position  which  few 
are  disposed  to  deny.  How  great  the  increase,  and 
how  rapidly  it  ought  to  be  effected,  are  questions  in 
regard  to  which  a difference  of  opinion  may  from 
time  to  time  arise  amongst  men  having  the  same 
general  object  in  view.  "No  beneficial  reform  in 
the  affairs  of  the  world  was  ever  accomplished,  in 
which  similar  diversities  of  opinion  were  not  found 
among  its  advocates.  But  it  is  a consolation  to 
know  that  embarrassments  arising  from  that  source 
have  been  overcome,  and  may  be  again.  To  pro- 
tect the  working  classes  (who,  generally  speaking, 
have  no  control  over  a paper  currency,  and  derive 
do  profit  from  bank  stock)  against  losses  arising 
from  depreciation,  by  securing  a metallic  currency 
sufficient  at  least  for  all  minor  dealings — including 
the  payment  of  labor,  the  most  important  as  well  as 
the  most  pressing  use  there  is  for  money — to  fur- 
nish a more  substantial  specie  basis  lor  that  part  of 
the  currency  which  consists  of  paper,  and  thereby 
save  the  whole  community  from  loss  in  conse- 
quence of  any  sudden  withdrawal  oT  confidence — 
should  be  our  first  object,  as  it  is  our  imperative 
duty.”  I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully  your 
obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  E.  D.  Sweet,  Edward  Merritt , James 

Shields,  Henry  Mesier,  John  M.  Goring,  John 

Wood,  Win.  Massey,  W.  Sweet,  J.  T.  Nichols,  A. 

S.  Mesier. 

The  above  correspondence  appeared  in  the  Globe 
of  October  17th,  and  was  credited  by  it  to  the 
“Poughkeepsie  (N.  Y. ) Telegraph,”  witli  the  cap- 
tion, “correspondence  between  the  president  and  a 
number  of  his  political  opponents  in  Fishkill.” 
The  letter  of  these  “political  opponents”  is  dated 
“Franklindale,  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  June 
8,  1840;”  and  the  following  letter  from  the  same 
gentlemen  has  appeared  in  the  Poughkeepsie  Eagle 
of  October  17. 

“ Franklindale , Oct.  14,  1840. 

“Messrs.  Editors:  In  the  Telegraph  of  this 
day  appears  a letter  which  purports  to  be  from  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  in  answer  to  one  sent  to  him  by  the 
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undersigned  on  the  8th  of  June  last,  and  it  appears 
to  have  been  directed  to  us,  but  we  have  never 
received  any  such  letter,  nor  ever  heard  of  it,  until 
we  saw  it  this  day  in  the  Telegraph.  Mr.  Van 
Bureu  says  in  this  letter  that  he  sends  us  two 
pamphlets,  on  the  subject  of  abolition  and  a pro- 
tective tariff,  neither  of  which  have  we  seen.  We 
call  upon  the  editor  of  the  Telegraph  to  let  us 
know  how  he  came  by  our  correspondence?  and 
what  business  he  or  any  other  person  had  with  it 
before  it  was  received  by  us?  and  what  has  be- 
come of  the  pamphlets  forwarded  to  us  with  the 
letter?  We  also  call  upon  him  to  explain  the  whole 
of  this  mysterious  business.  If  the  letter  is  genu- 
ine, and  wras  forwarded  to  us  through  the  post 
office,  as  it  purports  to  have  been,  (for  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  letter  it  is  directed  to  us),  some  one  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  faithful  postmasters  must  have 
been  very  unfaithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

“Yours,  See. 

E.  D.  Sweet,  Edward  Merritt, 

A.  S.  Mesier,  Jas.  Shields, 

Henry  Mesier,  John  M.  Goring, 


Wm.  Massey, 
J.  T.  Nichols, 


John  Wood, 
Wm.  S.  Sweet.” 


proceedings  of  the  auburn  convention. 

At  a convention  of  democratic  republican  dele- 
gates from  the  several  counties  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  convened  at  the  village  of  Auburn  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  1840,  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the 
state  central  committee, 

The  lion.  Richard  Keese,  of  Clinton  county,  pre- 
sident of  the  last  democratic  republican  state  con- 
vention, called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  nominated 
general  James  Tallmadge,  president  pro  tempore 
of  the  convention,  who  was  thereupon  duly  chosen. 

On  motion  of  Herman  M.  Romeyn,  esq.  of  Ulster 
county,  Henry  W.  Hicks,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  Robert  Haight,  of  the  county  of  Munroe,  were 
appointed  secretaries  pro  tern. 

The  proceedings  of  the  convention  were  opened 
by  an  address  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  by  the  rev. 
Mr  Lathrop,  of  the  Baptist  church. 

On  motion  of  John  L.  Graham,  esq.  of  New  York, 


it  was 

Resolved,  Tl.at  a committee  of  eight,  to  consist  of 
one  from  each  senatorial  district,  be  appointed  by 
the  president,  to  prepare  an  organization  and  report 
officers  for  the  convention. 

The  president  appointed  John  L.  Graham,  of  the 
first  district;  Charles  H.  Bellows,  of  the  second  dis- 
trict; Garret  L.  Dox,  of  the  third  district;  James  M. 
Cook,  of  the  fourth  district;  Remsen  Hart,  of  the 
fifth  district;  Daniel  Gray,  of  the  sixth  district;  Sher- 
man Beardsley,  of  the  seventh  district;  Lewis  Eaton, 
of  the  eighth  district,  such  committee. 

The  committee  retired  to  perform  the  duty  assign- 
ed to  them,  and  upon  their  return  to  the  convention, 
reported,  by  Mr.  John  L.  Graham,  their  chairman: 

General  Pierre  Van  Courtlandt,  (a  Jefferso- 
nian elector  of  president  arid  vice  president  in  1800), 
of  the  county  of  Westchester,  for  president  of  the 
convention. 

Vice  presidents — Gideon  Lee,  Charles  A.  Clinton, 
P.  S.  Titus,  Abraham  Goetchius,  Ebenezer  Loans- 
berry,  Ambrose  Baker,  Alexander  C.  Gibson,  Win. 
H.  Angell,  George  D.  Ruggles,  Mordecia  Ogden, 
John  Cooper,  jr.  Wm.  K.  Strong,  Russell  B.  John- 
son, John  B.  Macy,  Clark  Robinson,  Win.  A.  Wis- 
dom, Chester  Griswold,  John  Crary,  Chauncy  Hum- 
phrey, Walter  Cunningham,  Joab  Strafford,  Douw 
D.  Williamson,  Edward  E.  Maurice,  Wtn.L.  Morr, 
Robert  Campbell,  Peter  Smith,  William  Angell,  Wil- 
let  Seaman,  Russell  Case,  Levi  Cook,  Win. Whitney, 
David  S.  Lyon,  John  B.  Borst,  Effingham  H.  Wai- 
ner  and  John  G.  Kohr. 

Secretaries— John  C.  Bergh,  William  Cully,  Jas. 
Gibbons,  John  Frothingham,  Ransom  Curtis,  Con- 
stant Cook,  John  H.  Chedeil,  Mortimer  De  Motte, 
John  S.  Ganson,  Richard  II.  Winslow,  Philo  H.  Per- 
ry, Lewis  K.  Faulkner. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  pre- 
sident was  conducted  to  the  chair. 

On  taking  the  chair,  gen.  Van  Courtlandt  returned 
his  thanks  to  the  convention,  and  addressed  them 
with  great  earnestness  and  lorce  upon  the  objects 
which  had  brought  them  together. 

On  motion  of  Edward  Sanford,  esq.  of  New' York, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  eight,  to  consist 
of  one  from  each  senatorial  district  be  appointed  by 
the  president,  to  draft  resolutions  and  an  address, 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  convention. 

The  president  appointed  Edward  Sanford,  of  (he 
first  district;  Paraclete  Potter,  of  the  second  district; 
Daniel  Gardner,  of  the  third  district;  Richard  Keese, 
of  the  fourth  district;  Wm.  McCulloch,  of  the  fifth 
district;  Levi  Hubbell,  of  the  sixth  district;  Samuel 
J.  Bayard,  of  the  seventh  district;  Sherman  Stevens, 
of  the  eighth  district,  such  committee. 


The  hon.  Herman  M.  Romeyn,  of  Ulster,  then 
addressed  the  convention  in  an  eloquent  and  impres- 
sive speech.  Alter  which  the  convention  took  a 
recess,  to  re-asseinble  in  the  grove  at  half  past  one 
o’clock. 

Half  past  one,  P.  M. — The  convention  having 
again  assembled  to  the  number  of  several  thousands, 
the  venerable  president  called  the  meeting  to  order, 
and  introduced  Mr.  Bernard  Covert,  of  Brooklyn, 
who  favored  the  people  with  a patriotic  song. 

Mr.  John  L.  Graham  then  introduced  the  hon.  N. 
P.  Tallmadge  to  the  convention,  who  addressed  them 
briefly,  and  concluded  by  introducing  the  hon.  Win. 
C.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  who  was  received  with  the 
most  enthusiastic  applause. 

Mr.  Rives  addiessed  the  convention  for  four  hours, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  William  K 
Strong,  esq.  introduced  to  the  convention,  the  hon. 
Hugh  S.  Legare,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Legare  addressed  the  convention  for  two 
hours  and  a half;  and  when  he  concluded,  Joseph 
Hoxie,  esq.  came  forward,  at  the  call  of  the  people, 
and  favored  them  with  a song. 

Edward  Sanford,  esq.  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  leported  the  following  re- 
solutions and  address  to  the  people,  which  were 
animously  adopted: 

1.  Resolved , That  W'e  regard  the  support  of  the 
“state  governments  in  all  their  rights  as  the  most 
competent  administrations  tor  our  domestic  con- 
cerns, and  the  surest  bulwarks  against  anti-republi- 
can tendencies,”  that  the  recommendation  of  a bank- 
rupt law  applicable  to  the  chartered  institutions  of 
the  states,  is  a direct  attempt  to  strip  the  states  of 
the  power  of  charteiing  banks,  and  an  undisguised 
effort  to  bring  all  the  banking,  manufacturing,  agri- 
cultural, internal  improvement  and  religious  asso- 
ciations, under  the  absolute  control  of  the  federal 
government. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  “a  jealous  care  ot 
the  right  of  election  by  the  people,  as  a mild  and 
safe  corrective  of  abuses  which  are  lopped  by  the 
sword  of  revolution  where  peaceable  remedies  are 
unprovided;”  that  the  interference  of  the  federal  of- 
ficers with  the  elections  of  the  people,  and  their  bold 
efforts  to  direct  and  govern,  or  to  overawe  and  inti- 
midate the  free  exercise  of  the  popular  will,  consti- 
tute an  abuse,  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  threaten  to 
convert  the  right  of  suffrage  into  an  engine  of  the 
most  fierce  and  unrelenting  despotism. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  this  government,  as 
founded  by  the  people  for  their  own  benefit;  that  by 
our  constitution  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
law;  that  the  people  are  the  sole  and  safe  depository 
of  all  power,  principles  and  opinions,  which  are  to 
direct  the  government:  that  we  avow  independence 
of  mind,  freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of  discussion, 
freedom  in  voting;  and  we  proclaim  an  incessant 
hostility  to  despotism  and  tyranny  in  a»iy  shape, 
whether  ruling  with  a dictatorial  and  imperious 
sway  by  a single  autocrat,  or  by  directing  and  con- 
trolling a strict  party  organization,  with  bitter  and 
persecuting  intolerance. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  an  “absolute  acqui- 
escence in  the  will  of  the  majority  as  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  republics,  from  which  is  no  appeal  but  to 
force,  the  vital  principle  and  immediate  parent  of 
despotism” — that  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
in  his  open  disregard  of  the  clearly  expressed  will 
of  the  majority,  and  in  his  attempt  to  overrule  and 
adjust  the  decisions  of  the  people  through  the  ballot 
box  has  attempted  to  establish  and  maintain  an  exe- 
cutive independence  at  war  with  the  principles  of 
our  government,  and  directly  overthrowing  the  li- 
berty of  the  people. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  “the  preservation  of 
the  general  government  in  its  whole  constitutional 
vigor  as  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and 
safety  abroad;”  but  will  not  submit  to  any  encroach- 
ments upon  the  rights  of  the  states,  or  ol  the  people. 
That  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  claim- 
ing to  be  a component  part  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture, in  dictating  his  measures  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  and  compelling  their  subserviency  by 
his  executive  power,  in  the  passage  of  laws  demand- 
ed, only,  by  himself,  and  proscribing  all  citizens 
from  participation  in  or  dealing  with  the  govern- 
ment w'ho  do  not  subscribe  to  his  measures,  has  in- 
calculably enlarged  the  powers  of  the  executive, 
and  laboriously  endeavored  to  establish  a consolidat- 
ed government. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  examples  of  twenty-two 
despotic  governments  of  Europe,  furnish  no  models 
lor  the  imitation  ol  unchanged  democratic  republi- 
cans— that  we  maintain  the  practices  of  Washing- 
ton, Jetlerson,  Madison  and  Jackson,  in  relation  to 
♦die  collection,  safe-keeping  and  disbuisement  of  the 
public  revenue,  against  all  the  crowned  heads  of  the 
oh!  world  and  against  all  heads  ambitious  of  acio.vn 
in  the  new. 


7.  Resolved,  That  we  believe  our  fathers  to  have 
rightly  understood  the  work  of  their  own  hands — 
that  under  the  glorious  constitution  w hich  they  fram- 
ed for  ii3  and  tile  w ise  and  patriotic  administration 
of  the  government  enjoyed  down  to  the  elevation  of 
the  present  incumbent,  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca presented  the  most  free,  the  most  prosperous,  the 
most  fully  employed,  the  best  paid  and  the  most 
happy  people  on  the  lace  of  the  earth — that  with  the 
introduction  of  that  legitimate  offspring  of  despotism 
the  sub-treasury  scheme,  we  have  witnessed  a 
blighting,  withering  change:  distress,  suffering  and 
want  have  overspread  the  land — government  has 
abandoned  its  high  duties — left  the  people  to  their 
fate,  and  their  general  desolation  has  ended  in  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  naiion. 

8.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  sub- treasury 
law,  as  we  did  the  project  in  1S34,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  general  Jackson,  as  disorganizing 
and  revolutionary,  subversive  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  government  and  of  its  entire  prac- 
tice; as  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  executive,  plac- 
ing in  bis  bands  the  means  of  corruption,  and  expos- 
ing the  public  treasures  to  be  plundered  by  an  hun- 
dred hands,  where  one  could  not  before  reach  it — 
that  principles  never  change,  and  what  constituted 
democracy  thpn,  constitutes  it  now. 

9.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  “a  well  disciplined 
militia  our  best  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first 
movements  in  war,  until  regulars  may  relieve 
them,”  and  we  are  irreconcilably  opposed  to  the 
project  of  president  Van  Buren,  to  raise  a standing 
army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  and  place  it 
under  the  control  of  the  federal  executive. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  fe- 
deral government,  after  having  attempted  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  ruinous  change  from  a paper  to 
a metallic  currency,  reduced  the  wages  ol  labor  and 
the  price  of  property  to  the  lowest  standard  of  value, 
and  thereby  given  the  debts  contracted  under  the 
paper  currency  an  overwhelming  magnitude,  have 
added  to  this  gigantic  injustice,  their  refusal  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  solely  vested  in  (hat  government, 
to  pass  an  uniform  bankrupt  law;  and  thus  retaining 
the  victims  of  the  folly  of  the  administration  under 
an  oppressive  and  hopeless  bondage,  paralizing  their 
energies  and  demoralizing  the  people. 

11.  Resolved,  That  in  William  Henry  Harri- 
son, ol'  Ohio,  and  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  we  re- 
cognise the  true  democratic  republican  candidates 
for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States.  That  we  look  to  them  lor  a restora- 
tion of  the  good  old  republican  government  as  ad- 
ministered by  Jefferson,  Madison  and  Jackson,  and 
of  the  sovereignty,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
people. 

12.  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  concur  in  the  re- 
nomination of  William  Henry  Seward,  for  go 
vernor,  and  Luther  Bradisi-i  for  lieut.  governor 
of  this  state;  that  in  their  administration  of  the  state 
government  they  have  exhibited  the  great  Jefferso- 
nian requisites  of  honesty,  capacity  and  fidelity  to 
the  constitution,  and  proved  worthy  of  the  high  trusts 
leposed  in  them  by  the  people. 

13.  Resolved,  That  a central  state  committee,  to 
consist  of  seven  per-ons,  be  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent, to  call  a future  convention,  and  to  take  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a 
thorough  reorganization  of  the  democratic  republican 
party. 

14.  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention be  signed  by  the  officers,  and  that  they  be 
published  in  all  the  newspapers  in  this  stale,  oppos- 
ed to  the  re-election  of  Martin  Van  Buren. 

The  president  then  appointed  Henry  W.  Hicks, 
John  Loi rimer  Graham,  Edward  Sanford,  Paraclete 
Potter,  Janies  Gibbons,  Sherman  Beardsley  and 
John  B.  Macy,  the  central  state  committee. 

The  convention  then  adjourned,  without  day. 

To  the  democratic  republican  electors  of  the  stale  of 

New  York,  who,  with  us,  were  supporters  of  An- 
drew Jackson  and.  Mai  tin  Van  Buren: 

Friends  and  fellow  citizens:  VVe  address  you  un- 
der the  most  solemn  circumstances.  We  have 
reached  a crisis  which  ought  to  alarm  the  most  con- 
fident, and  arouse  the  most  indifferent.  Our  com- 
mon country  is  bleeding  at  every  pore:  she  looks  to 
you  for  succor.  Her  prosperity  is  trodden  down — 
her  institutions  are  threatened — the  balance  of  her 
constitution  has  been  disturbed — the  sovereignty  of 
the  states  has  been  assailed— the  federal  head  has 
usurped  powers  which  lead  to  the  most  dangerous 
results,  and  must,  if  not  speedily  arrested  and  re- 
stored, end  in  the  overthrow  of  the  republic! 

The  truth  upon  which  these  grave  statements  are 
ma  le,  need  only  to  he  distinctly  placed  b fore  an 
intelligent  and  tree  people,  to  h rouse  their  most  vi- 
gorous action  and  indignant  opposition.  D clama- 
i tio.i  would  be  unworthy  the  cause  we  espouse,  and 
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eloquence  itself  could  not  unfold  the  deep  and  broad 
extent  of  our  accumulated  wrongs  and  dangers. 

Let  facts  announce  the  frightful  steps  which  have 
been  taken.  We  present  them  to  you  in  the  simplest 
form  which  our  language  permits; 

Martin  Van  Buren,  in  his  high  official  station,  as 
president  of  these  United  States,  has  proposed  to 
apply  a bankrupt  law  to  the  chartered  institutions 
of  the  states. 

He  has  claimed  to  be  a component  part  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

He  has  overthrown  the  liberal  and  magnanimous 
policy  of  the  democratic  republican  party,  and  in- 
troduced in  its  stead  all  the  subserviency  and  disci- 
pline of  a camp. 

He  has  applied  an  indiscriminate  rule  of  proscrip- 
tion to  every  man  that  dared  to  dissent  from  the 
executive  mandate. 

He  has  violated  the  wholesome  instructions  of 
Mr.  Jetf'erson,  which  forbid  the  interlereuce  of  fe- 
deral officers  in  our  local  elections. 

He  has  taught  public  functionaries  of  every  de- 
scription, that  the  bread  of  themselves  and  theii 
families  depend  upon  upholding  him  and  his  politi- 
cal power.  ... 

He  has  cherished  and  encouraged  such  inter- 
ference, in  its  widest  and  most  violent  form,  and 
introduced  through  his  minions  an  odious  and  intole- 
rable reign  of  terror.  . 

He  has  endeavored,  through  his  partisans  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  to  legalize  this  uncon- 
stitutional procedure. 

He  has  made  the  purchasing  of  supplies  for  the 
public  service  from  a citizen  not  upholding  his  do 
initiation  an  offence  against  government. 

He  has  prostituted  the  dignity  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  outraged  its  principles,  by  calling  per- 
sons charged  with  such  offences  to  answer  before  a 
court  martial.  . . . 

He  adopted  this  vile  measure,  on  the  requisition 
of  a political  committee,  organized  in  the  support  of 
liis  own  re-election,  at  Baltimore. 

He  has  made  corruption  a weapon  of  his  warfare 
a°-ainst  the  people,  and  retained  in  office  notorious 
public  defaulters,  with  full  knowledge  of  their  use 
of  the  people’s  money. 

He  has  rendered  our  political  organization  more 
complicated  and  expensive,  and  caused  it  to  “be 
seen  here,  that  after  leaving  to  labor  the  smallest 
portion  of  its  earnings  on  which  it  can  subsist,  go- 
vernment itself  shall  consume  the  residue  of  what 
it  was  intended  to  guard.” 

He  has  created  new  offices,  and  quartered  upon 
us  large  bodies  of  officeholders,  to  overawe  public 
opinion,  and  “take  from  the  mouth  of  labor  the 
bread  it  has  earned.” 

He  has  advanced  centralism,  consolidation  and 
absolute  power  in  the  executive,  while  professing  to 
maintain  a democratic  ascendancy. 

He  has  abandoned  the  wise  system  of  revenue  and 
finance  introduced  by  Washington  and  his  great  as- 
sociates, and  substituted  instead  thereof,  the  exam- 
ple of  twenty-two  despotic  states. 

He  has  declared  the  course  of  government  to  have 
been  wrong  from  the  commencement;  thereby  ar- 
rogating to  himself  superior  wisdom  to  the  able 
statesman  who  framed  the  constitution,  and  who 
have  heretofore  administered  it,  and  exhibited  a 
settled  plan  to  overthrow  a policy  which  has  raised 
us  to  a degree  of  prosperity,  wealth  and  greatness, 
far  surpassing  any  other  nation  on  the  globe. 

He  has,  by  a series  of  measures,  as  unjust  as  they 
have  been  oppressive,  produced  an  unnatural  fluc- 
tuation in  the  value  of  money,  thereby  draging  to  the 
verge  of  ruin,  the  whole  anti  entire  debtor  class  of 
the  people,  and  augmenting  in  the  same  ratio  the 
wealth  of  the  whole  and  entire  creditor  class;  thus 
violating  the  duties  of  a just  and  equitable  adminis- 
tration, creating  a general  public  and  private  bank- 
ruptcy, and  diffusing  misery  through  all  classes  to 
an  extent  exceeding  the  evils  ot  any  other  catas- 
trophe, civil  or  military,  which  has  occurred  in  mo- 
dern times. 

He  has  broken  in  upon  the  business  habits  of  the 
people,  he  has  deranged  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, and  then  disclaimed  all  care  over  or  obligation 
to  it — -he  has  prostrated  commerce— he  has  depress- 
ed agriculture — he  has  almost  ruined  our  manufac- 
tures— he  has  reduced  the  wages  of  labor — he  has 
assailed  the  credit  system,  the  moneyed  institutions 
of  the  states,  and  the  states  themselves,  and  produc- 
ed a public  calamily  at  home  which  has  extended 
over  the  whole  world. 

He  has  arranged  the  conduct  of  the  states  in  re- 
gard to  their  sovereign  acts,  and  attempted  to  bring 
them  to  the  bar  of  the  federal  government  lor  pro- 
secuting their  schemes  of  internal  improvement. 

He  Iras  viewed  the  people  as  belonging  to  the 
government,  and  fatigued  congress  into  a compliance 
wilh  hi-  will,  by  passing  an  oft  rejected  ami  most 
obnoxious  law. 


He  has  procured  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  I 
bill,  by  force  ot  his  executive  power  and  influence 
against  the  wishes  and  interest  of  the  people,  and 
thereby  placed  the  treasures  of  the  nation  at  the 
foot  of  the  president. 

He  has  proclaimed  the  act  which  thus  dispoiled 
the  people  a “second  declaration  of  independence!” 
The  first  declaration  was  of  the  independence  of  the 
people;  their  executive  has  now  declared  himself 
independent  of  them! 

He  has  declared  “that  communities  are  apt  to 
look  to  government  too  much,”  and  that  the  people 
of  our  country  are  especially  “prone  to  do  so.” 

He  has  separated  the  government  from  the  peo- 
ple, put  upon  the  officeholders  a special  privilege  of 
receiving  their  dues  in  gold  and  silver  only,  at  the 
expense  of  the  people,  who  pay  them. 

He  has  proposed  and  carried  out  the  measures 
of  a party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  who,  in  1829, 
declared  themselves  hostile  to  all  banks,  all  char- 
ters, all  priests,  or  authorised  religious  teachers; 
against  the  existence  of  wealth,  against  the  laws  of 
inheritance,  by  which  property  is  transmitted  to 
posterity,  and  declared  their  intentions  to  elect  men 
“who  from  consanguinity  of  feeling  will  be  dispos- 
ed to  do  all  they  can  to  afford  a remedy.” 

He  has  taken  to  his  confidence  the  men  who 
avowed  these  sentiments  as  their  objects  of  politi- 
cal action;  he  has  elevated  them  to  important  and 
responsible  public  trusts,  and  given  predominance 
to  that  faction,  in  whose  hands  there  would  be  nei- 
ther safety  to  the  public  institutions,  nor  protection 
to  private  property  and  personal  liberty. 

He  maintains  in  public  employment,  and  gives 
his  official  countenance  and  sanction  to  men  ?and 
journals  proclaiming  “uncompromising  hostility  to 
the  whole  banking  system;”  that  “the  system  must 
be  destroyed;  that  every  friend  of  the  system  must 
be  marked  as  an  enemy  to  his  race;”  “that  as  we 
have  abolished  hereditary  monarchy  and  hereditary 
nobility,  we  must  complete  the  work  by  abolishing 
hereditary  property!” 

He  has  declared  that  had  the  extension  of  the 
banking  system  been  foreseen,  it  would  probably 
have  been  guarded  against  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  and  that  the  same  policy,  which  led  to 
the  interdiction  of  bills  of  credit  by  the  states,  would 
also  have  interdicted  their  issues  as  a currency  in 
any  other  form. 

He  has  refused  to  acquiesce  in  or  obey  the  will 
of  the  majority,  as  expressed  through  the  ballot 
boxes,  impeaching  the  purity  and  questioned  the 
intelligence  of  the  people  who  rejected  his  mea- 
sures, and  made  his  will  the  law  of  the  land  during 
his  official  term,  “in  spite  of  all  lamentations  here 
or  elsewhere.” 

He  has  made  a question  of  policy  recommended 
by  himself,  the  only  touchstone  of  the  democratic 
republican  faith,  thus  establishing  a new  measure  of 
political  conscience,  fluctuating  at  his  will. 

He  has,  through  the  pensioned  presses  of  the  ad- 
ministration, countenanced  and  sanctioned  unmea- 
sured and  atrocious  calumnies  and  abuse  against  an 
illustrious  citizen,  whom  the  people  have  presented 
as  a rival  candidate,  thereby  betraying  a temper  and 
spirit  altogether  incompatible  with  the  elevated  sta- 
tion which  he  fills. 

And,  finally,  when  the  power  was  first  placed  in 
his  hands  to  legalize  his  ursurped  control  over  the 
public  moneys  he  strongly  recommended  the  plan 
of  his  secretary  of  war,  of  embodying  two  hundred 
thousand  of  the  young  men  of  the  country  to  be  in 
the  employ  of  the  federal  government  and  under  the 
control  of  the  president. 

With  these  momentous  facts  before  us,  we  may 
say  with  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  original  draft  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  that  “future  ages  will 
scarcely  believe  that  the  hardiness  of  one  man  adven- 
tured, within  the  short  compass  of  four  years  only, 
to  lay  a foundation  so  broad  and  so  undisguised,  lor 
tyranny  over  a people,  fostered  and  fixed  in  princi- 
ples of  freedom.” 

Under  these  appalling  circumstances,  we  conjure 
you  fellow  democratic  republicans,  to  unite  your 
efforts  with  ours  to  stay  the  inarch  of  despotism,  to 
rescue  the  constitution  and  to  bring  back  the  govern- 
ment to  its  primitive  purity.  We  have  been  orga- 
nized as  a political  party  in  support  of  what  Air. 
Jefferson  termed  the  “essential  principles”  of  our 
government.  We  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  acts 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  depart  from  and  violate 
those  principles.  Let  us  remember  that  the  last 
hope  of  republican  institutions  is  committed  to  us! 
If  we  falter  in  their  support;  if  we  suffer  our- 
selves to  be  drawn  from  the  ground  which  we 
originally  occupied:  we  peril  our  sacred  trust,  and 
jeopard  the  holy'  cause  of  freedom  and  self-govern- 
ment. 

Fortunately  for  the  American  people,  that  God, 
who  in  our  darkest  periods  of  gloffin  and  danger  al- 


ways came  to  our  relief,  again  extends  to  us  his 
providential  care.  He  has,  in  his  infinite  goodness, 
reserved  for  us  an  ark  of  safety.  He  has  preserved 
for  us  a citizen,  beloved  for  his  private  virtues,  ex- 
tolled for  his  public  services,  prolonged  in  life,  and 
more  than  rich  in  all  physical  and  mental  powers. 
A man  who  sees  and  feels  all  the  abuses  which  have 
taken  place;  who  has  the  wisdom,  the  patriotism,  in- 
tegrily  and  firmness  to  reform  and  correct  them:  one, 
who,  taking  his  military  and  civil  services  into  con- 
sideration, deserves  the  gratitude  of  his  country  more 
than  any  man  now  living — this  man  is  William 
Henry  Harrison. 

Let  us,  fellow  democratic  republicans,  imitate  the 
Roman  people  in  the  virtuous  and  best  days  of  their 
commonwealth;  let  us  take  general  Harrison,  like 
another  Cincinnatus,  from  his  plough — or,  if  his 
enemies  will  have  it  so,  from  his  log  cabin!  He  will 
save  our  country,  arrest  the  agitating  arm  of  govern- 
ment, which  now  shakes  all  our  social  and  business 
relations,  and  restore  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  our  people. 

Fellow  democratic  republicans!  the  eyes  of  the 
civilized  world  are  upon  us!  The  friends  of  our 
free  institutions  look  on  the  present  contest  with  an 
intense  anxiety.  Their  last  hope  is  in  us:  to  us 
they  make  a sacred  appeal  to  sustain  and  hand  down 
to  posterity  the  rich  legacy  of  freedom  left  to  us  by 
the  statesmen  and  warriors  of  our  revolution.  The 
advocates  of  a monarchy  and  aristocracy  still  hope 
and  believe  that  there  is  a diadem  afloat  in  this  coun- 
try: the  rapid  growth  ol  executive  power  and  inde- 
pendence has  laid  a deep  foundation  for  it.  They 
care  not  on  whose  browr  it  may  be  placed,  if  he  who 
wears  it  be  affiliated  with  them.  Let  the  great 
western  republic  be  changed  to  an  elective  or  a limit- 
ed monarchy,  and  the  labors  of  Washington  and  the 
objects  of  the  revolution  will  be  know  and  remem- 
bered only  in  the  pages  of  history. 

In  approaching  the  discharge  of  our  elective  fran- 
chise, and  the  close  of  this  great  struggle  for  supre- 
macy between  the  people  and  their  executive,  we 
say  to  you,  in  the  language  of  the  revered  James 
Madison,  “it  is  a contest  which  appeals  for  its  sup- 
port to  every  motive  that  can  animate  an  uncorrupt- 
ed and  enlighted  people;  to  the  love  of  country,  to 
the  pride  of  liberty,  to  an  emulation  of  the  glorious 
founders  of  independence,  by  a successful  vindica- 
tion of  its  violated  attributes;  and  to  the  sacred  obli- 
gation of  transmitting,  entire,  to  future  generations, 
that  precious  patrimony  of  national  rights  and  inde- 
pendence which  is  held  in  trust  by  the  present,  form 
the  goodness  of  Divine  Providence.” 

THE  HOOE  CASE. 

To  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I take  the 
liberty  of  addressing  myself  to  you,  my  fellow  citi- 
zens of  every  section  of  the  country,  because  the 
subject  of  which  lam  about  to  treat  is  one  which 
has  caused  a deep  sensation  through  the  land,  and  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  be  fully  and  fairly  un- 
derstood, in  order  that  impartial  justice  may  be 
done  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  the  one  hand,  and  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  act  understandingly,  on  the 
other;  for,  with  as  deep  seated  and  unmitigated  op- 
position to  the  measures  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  ad- 
ministration, and  to  the  means  by  which  he  acquir- 
ed and  now  proposes  to  perpetuate  his  power,  as 
any  man  can  entertain,  I desire  to  do  him  the  most 
ample  justice,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best 
means  of  ensuring  his  overthrow- 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  trial  of 
lie u t.  Hooe  have  excited  so  deep  an  interest  in  the 
public  mind  as  to  engage  the  time  and  the  exer- 
tions of  the  press  and  public  speakers  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  country  to  the  other — one  party  la- 
boring to  defend  and  the  other  to  condemn  the  sanc- 
tion given  by  the  president  to  the  reception  of  negro 
testimony.  The  subject  has  been  one  of  so  much 
discussion,  in  various  forms,  as  to  have  become 
somewhat  haclcnied  and  stale;  and,  nevertheless, 
its  interest  seems  not  to  have  abated — at  all  events 
the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the  president  to  excuse 
his  conduct  seem  to  have  increased  as  the  time  ap- 
proaches when  the  people  will  be  called  upon  to 
pass  their  sentence  of  approval  or  condemnation; 
and  to  this  end  we  have  seen  the  most  sharneles 
misrepresentations,  the  most  unfounded  assertions, 
and  the  most  untenable  deductions  presenled  to  the 
public  view  that  ever  were  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent people. 

I do  not  propose  to  go  into  a lengthy  and  tedious 
reply  to  all  that  has  been  urged  by  those  who  are 
hired  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  defences  for  the 
president;  but  some  facts  of  an  interesting  charac- 
ter have  recently  come  to  my  knowledge,  which  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  public. 

Somebody  has  had  the  kindness  to  send  me,  in 
pamphlet  form,  one  of  a series  ot  letters  that  have 
been  addressed  to  me  by  the  late  postmaster  gene- 
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ral  and  present  editor  of  the  Extra  Globe,  which  is 
the  first  I have  read  since  I left  Washington,  though 
I think  about  the  tenth  that  has  been  published, 
which  is  headed  “case  of  lieut.  Hooe — a notable 
instance  of  whig  honesty,”  and  addressed  to  the 
“hon.  John  M.  Botts,”  in  which  Mr.  Kendall  un- 
dertakes to  give  a true  history  of  the  whole  affair; 
and,  as  a fair  specimen  of  the  character  of  the  pro- 
duction, I give  one  extract,  which  will  be  found  to 
be  a common  instance  of  locofoco  dishonesty,  mis- 
representation and  falsehood — as  wilful,  deliberate, 
and  piemeditated  falsehood  as  ever  was  uttered  by 
a designing  and  deceitful  knave.  He  says: 

“You  knew,  sir,  when  you  made  the  charge,  that 
the  president  was  at  the  time  totally  ignorant  of  the 
admission  of  these  witnesses.” 

And  this  is  said  in  the  face  of  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court,  the  original  manuscript  copy 
of  which  had  been  in  my  possession,  and  was  re- 
turned to  the  department  on  the  day  preceding  the  in- 
troduction of  the  subject  to  congress,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  attention  of  the  president  was  emphati- 
cally and  distinctly  called  to  the  fact,  and  his  inter- 
ference solicited,  on  the  ground  that  negro  testimony 
had  been  received  by  the  court— in  the  face  of  the 
impotent  defence  set  up  by  the  president  for  his 
recognition  of  such  testimony  as  admissible — in  the 
face  of  the  written  opinions  of  the  district  attorney 
and  the  attorney  general,  attempting  to  sustain 
that  decision  of  the  president — and  in  the  face  of 
what  that  truth-loving  and  truth-telling  corruptor  of 
public  and  private  morality  knew  to  be  the  facts  of 
the  case:  and  this  creature,  who  thus  undertakes,  as 
a government  stipendiary,  to  falsify  records,  to  pre- 
vent facts,  to  blot  out  trulh,  defame  the  characters 
of  all  honorable  men,  and  to  teach  political  wisdom 
and  honesty  to  the  people,  again  indulges  in  the 
round  assertion  that  it  has  been  the  usage  of  the 
government  to  receive  such  testimony  from  the 
time  of  the  Declaration  of  independence! 

The  same  assertion  has  been  made  by  the  presi- 
dent, in  substance,  repeated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  reiterated  by  the  attorneys  and  all  the  news- 
papers of  the  day  in  the  employment  of  govern- 
ment, and  public  speakers  who  are  now  and  hope 
to  be  in  its  employment  hereafter. 

They  have  the  records  before  them.  The  presi- 
dent, the  secretary,  editors  and  all,  have  been  chal- 
lenged and  defied  to  show,  from  the  records,  that 
such  has  been  the  usage.  It  has  been  denied  over 
and  over  again,  and  I beg  leave  to  ask,  once  more, 
why  do  they  withhold  the  evidence  that  would  ex- 
culpate the  president  from  all  blame,  with  all  their 
exertions  to  extricate  him  from  what  they  feel  to 
be  a most  perplexing  difficulty,  and  rely  upon  broad, 
unrestrained  and  unfounded  assertion?  ’ 

Why,  every  man  of  common  intilligence  who  is 
not  blinded  and  besotted  by  party  attachments  and 
political  prejudices  must  answer:  it  is  because  they 
have  no  such  proof  to  offer.  It  is  false,  and  if  it 
were  not  false,  they  would  produce  the  records  to 
sustain  their  assertions,  and  relieve  themselves,  at 
all  events,  of  suspicion,  and  what  must  otherwise 
result  in  conviction  of  falsehood. 

Now  I challenge  a denial  ot  the  following  facts 
from  any  man  who  does  not  stand  already  convicted 
before  the  country  of  uttering  and  publishing  what 
he  knew  at  the  time  to  be  an  unblushing  falsehood 
— for  such  a man  is  very  capable  of  doing  the  same 
thing  again,  and  therefore  no  confidence  is  to  be 
reposed  in  his  statements: 

1st.  That  the  records  of  the  departments  have 
been  searched  in  order  to  find  the  cases  that  would 
sustain  the  practice  as  alleged;  that  in  the  navy 
department,  the  only  case  that  has  been  found  was 
that  of  midshipmen  Green,  who  was  tried  in  Phila- 
delphia about  the  year  1827,  in  which  David  Trusty 
(a  negro)  appeared  as  a witness;  which  case  was 
approved  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  who  is  charged  by 
the  whole  administration  party  to  be  an  abolitionist: 
that  the  trial  was  held  in  a state  where  such  testi- 
mony would  have  been  received  in  the  common 
law  courts  of  the  state,  that  no  appeal  was  made  to 
Mr.  Adams,  no  complaint  made,  and  interference 
solicited;  that  when  gen.  Jackson  came  into  office, 
on  a representation  of  the  facts  being  made  to  him, 
he  nominated  Mr.  Green  to  the  United  States  se- 
nate as  2d  lieut.  of  marines;  that  gen.  Hayne,  of 
South  Carolina,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs,  resisted  the  nomination  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  been  cashiered;  and  that,  on  a repre- 
sentation of  the  fact  that  negro  testimony  had  been 
recieved  against  him  on  his  trial,  gen.  Hayne  with- 
drew his  objection,  and  the  nomination  was  unani- 
mously sustained  by  the  senate. 

2dly.  That  in  the  war  department,  the  only  case 
that  has  been  found  was  that  of  cadet  Drake,  which 
case,  so  far  from  being  presented  by  the  officers  of 
government  as  a precedent  which  would  justify  the 
course  of  the  president,  has  been  carefully  withheld 
from  public  view,  and  when  demanded  by  the  hon. 


William  D.  Merrick,  a senator  from  Maryland,  and 
the  honorable  Edward  Stanly  a representative  from 
North  Carolina,  in  the  name  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  people  whose  representatives  they  were, 
that  the  secretary  peremptorily,  and  in  violation  of 
all  right  and  propriety,  refused  to  exhibit  the  public 
records  of  the  country,  which  are  subject  to  the 
examination  of  the  humblest  citizen  in  the  commu- 
nity. 

See  the  following  letter  from  Messrs.  Merrick  and 
Stanly: 

[Here  follows  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Merrick  and 
Stanly,  which  appeared  in  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  October  3.] 

The  reason  for  withholding  from  the  gentlemen, 
in  utter  disregard  of  the  duty  of  the  secretary,  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  the  usage  of  the  department, 
the  information  they  sought  to  obtain,  may  be  ga- 
thered from  the  following,  which  is  a copy  of  a letter 
from  major  John  H.  Eaton,  formerly  secretary  of 
war,  and  who  acted  in  that  capacity  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  of  cadet  Drake,  and  who  set  aside  the 
decision  of  the  court,  expressly  on  the  ground  that 
negro  testimony  was  inadmissible,  although  the 
offence  was  committed,  and  the  trial  held  at  West 
Point,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where,  in  the  com- 
mon law  courts,  such  evidence  might  have  been  re- 
ceived: 

Washington,  2 d Sept.  1840. 

Dear  sir:  I reply  to  you  hastily;  the  case  to  which 
you  refer  I well  recollect,  and  the  following  are  the 
circumstances: 

Some  person,  Mr.  Drake,  perhaps,  was  brought 
before  a court  martial  at  West  Point,  of  which  major 
Hitchcock  was  judge  advocate.  The  record  showed 
that  some  free  negro  had  been  treated  ill:  sensible 
of  the  practised  error,  the  negro  might  have  been 
hired  to  depart.  He  was  absent  at  the  trial,  when 
the  court  determined  that  his  statement  at  the  time 
should  be  received  as  evidence;  and  it  was  received, 
and  the  party  was  dismissed;  arid  Mr.  Crittenden’s 
son,  from  Kentucky,  was  also  dismissed  for  contu- 
macy, because  he  would  not  reveal  the  confidential 
conversation  of  his  roommate. 

I reversed  the  decision  of  the  court,  on  the  ground, 
1st.  That  negro  testimony  could  not  be  received, 
and  more  especially  in  the  case  before  me  for  con- 
sideration, where  it  was  mere  hearsay  testimony. 
Mr.  Crittenden  I also  reinstated,  because  I held  his 
conduct  in  not  revealing  the  secrets  of  his  associates 
at  the  college  highly  commendable  and  proper,  and 
so  declared  in  my  reversal  of  the  proceedings. 

If  you  have  any  object  for  making  of  me  the  in- 
quiry, I beg  you  to  ask  the  secretary  of  war  for  a 
copy  of  my  decision.  He  can  have  no  objection  to 
afford  it,  and  I am  quite  confident  it  will  sustain 
what  I state  to  you.  tour  friend, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

Here,  then,  is  a solution  of  the  mystery  hanging 
over  cadet  Drake’s  case;  and  in  the  letter  is  to  be 
found  the  reason  for  the  rule  said  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  department,  when  they  refused  to  exhibit 
the  papers  to  Messrs.  Merrick  and  Stanly.  If  there 
was  such  a rule,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
practice  formerly,  as  major  Eaton,  who  had  occupied 
the  situation  for  many  years,  would  not  thus  have 
requested  his  friend  to  call  on  the  secretary  of  war 
for  a copy  of  his  decision,  wdiich  he  states  he  could 
have  no  objection  to  afford. 

What  man,  after  this,  either  through  the  public 
prints  or  in  the  presence  of  the  people,  will  pay  so 
little  regard  to  candor  and  trulh,  as  to  undertake  to 
justify  the  president  on  the  ground  of  practice  and 
usage,  when  the  only  case  that  has  been  found  in 
one  department  was  immediately  condemned  and 
redressed  by  general  Jackson  and  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  and  the  only  case  found  in  the  other 
was  promptly  set  aside  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
whose  authority  is  given  above,  and  the  present  se- 
cretary himself  now'  refuses  to  publish  or  exhibit,  or 
make  any  statement  of  the  case  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people  who  have  demanded  it? 

Let  us  go  one  step  further,  and  ascertain  if  the 
position  I have  heretofore  taken  in  regard  to  the  legal 
question  of  competency  was  correct,  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  President,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  District 
Attorney,  Mr.  Kendall,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Ritchie  and 
the  numerous  host  of  public  writers  and  speakers, 
all  say,  the  law  regulating  courts  martial  “don’t  pro- 
hibit the  reception  of  such  testimony,  and,  therefore, 
the  president  had  no  right  to  interfere.”  I have 
taken  the  ground  which  has  been  harshly  assailed, 
that,  although  that  law  was  silent  on  the  subject  yet 
there  w'as  a law — to  wit:  the  judiciary  act  ol  1789 — 
which  settled  the  principle  that  ought  to  have  been 
applied  in  this  case,  and  that  W'as,  that  the  law's  of 
the  several  states,  except  where  the  constitution, 
statutes,  or  treaties  of  the  United  States  shall  other  - 
wise require  or  provide,  shall  be  regarded  as  rules  of 
decision  in  trials  at  common  law,  in  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  where  they  apply. 


Now,  in  order  to  sustain  this  opinion,  let  me  ad- 
vert to  an  official  opinion  given  by  the  hon.  John 
Macpherson  Berrien,  then  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  (which  will  be  found  on  record  in  the 
navy  department),  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in 
the  year  1830,  which  fully  establishes  the  position  I 
have  assumed,  and  I will  then  leave  the  world  tode. 
cide  which  is  most  to  be  relied  on,  lyron  a legal  ques- 
tion, the  former  attorney  general  or  the  gentleman 
who  now  occupies  his  place: 

Office  of  the  attorney  gen.  of  the  U.  S.  4th  June,  1830. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  whether  it  would 
be  competent  for  an  officer  of  the  navy  under  arrest, 
and  the  department  to  dispense  with  the  attendance 
of  witnesses,  and  by  common  consent  to  take  de- 
positions to  be  used  on  the  trial,  to  be  objected  to  by 
the  officer  preferring  the  charges,  I have  to  state 
that,  in  my  opinion,  such  depositions  would  not  be 
competent  evidence. 

The  37th  article  of  the  rules  lor  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  navy,  and  the  74th  article  of  the  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  army,  seem 
to  contemplate,  exclusively,  the  examination  of 
w'itnesses  before  the  court.  The  74th  article  of  the 
latter  code,  by  providing,  under  certain  restrictions, 
and  in  cases  not  capital,  that  depositions  may  be 
taken,  negatives  their  allowance  in  other  cases;  and 
the  existence  of  the  provision  sufficiently  proves 
that,  without  it,  such  testimony  would  not  be  com- 
petent even  in  these  minor  cases.  English  writers 
on  the  subject  insist  upon  the  propriety,  in  trials 
before  military  and  naval  courts  martial,  of  adhear- 
ing  to  the  rules  ol  evidence  established  in  the  com- 
mon law  courts  ot  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  these 
would  not  authorise  the  course  proposed  in  the  case 
under  consideration.  I am,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JNO.  MACPHERSON  BEBRIEN. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

So  that,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Berrien, 
even  in  the  absence  of  the  law  of  1789  which  I have 
quoted  above,  and  according  to  the  English  writers 
on  the  subject,  Mr.  Van  Buren  could,  if  he  had  felt  as 
much  solicitude  upon  the  subject  of  southern  feel- 
ings and  northern  principles  as  he  professed,  have 
applied  that  rule  or  principle  as  established  by  law 
for  the  regulation  of  all  the  common  law  courts  of 
the  United  States  civil  or  criminal. 

But  let  me  inquire,  if  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  sensibility 
sustained  any  such  shock  at  the  idea  of  having  an 
officer  of  the  navy  dismissed  and  dishonored  upon 
the  testimony  of  the  prosecutor’s  own  servants, 
who,  by  the  common  law  of  England,  could  not 
have  given  testimony  as  long  as  they  were  in  a 
state  of  servitude;  if  he  thought  the  law  “as  it  stands 
ought  to  be  altered,  but  that  he  could  not  alter  it,” 
if  he  entertained  the  feelings  common  to  all  southern 
men,  and  was  entitled  to  the  imposing  title  that  has 
been  bestowed  upon  him,  of  a northern  man  with 
southern  feelings,  why  did  not  he  recommend  that 
plan  to  the  consideration  of  congress,  if  he  deemed 
it  necessary  and  expedient?  The  constitution  of  his 
country  and  his  oath  of  office  both  required  it  at  his 
hands.  He  made  his  decision  about  the  14th  Dec. 
1839 — his  message  was  sent  in  to  congress  about 
the  21st  or  22d — congress  sat  until  the  31st  July, 
and  we  never  hear  of  this  outrageous  law,  which 
did  so  much  violence  to  his  feelings,  “but  which  he 
had  not  the  pow'er  to  alter,”  until  after  the  people 
had  gotten  hold  of  that  as  well  as  his  army  bill. 

Suppose,  instead  ol  a poor  and  comparatively 
friendless  young  man,  who  only  aw'aited  the  oppor- 
tunity to  fight  lus  way  to  distinction,  and  to  defend 
the  honor  of  his  country,  it  had  happened  that  the 
gallant,  the  inlerpid,  immortal  Decatur  had  been 
accused,  arrested,  arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  dis- 
honored and  dismissed  from  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, upon  the  testimony  of  two  negroes,  whose  tes- 
timony had  been  admitted  as  legal,  because  they 
had  enlisted  in  the  public  service  to  cook,  and  clean 
the  shoes  of  some  officer  of  the  ship,  how  many 
Van  Burens,  Pauldings,  Keys,  Gilpins,  Kendalls, 
Blairs  and  Ritchies  would  it  have  taken  to  arrest 
the  tide  of  public  indignation  and  resentment  that 
would  have  rolled  on  until  it  overwhelmed  all  that 
dared  to  raise  a voice  in  defence  of  the  loul  and  dis- 
graceful and  atrocious  deed? 

And  will  the  public  voice  excuse  those  men  for 
daring  to  exercise  their  petty  tyranny  over  one  of 
the  junior  officers  of  our  gallant  navy,  because  he 
has  no  powerful  friends  to  sustain  his  cause,  and 
that,  too,  at  the  expense  of  a principle  held  sacred 
by  every  southern  man,  the  violation  of  which  no 
one  of  his  defenders  in  the  south  would  submit  to  in 
his  own  person?  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  will  answer  in  a voice  of  thunder, 
that  will  awaken  the  inhabitants  of  the  palace  to  a 
sense  of  the  wrongs  they  have  practised  on  a credu- 
lous and  generous  people.  JOHN  M.  BOLTS. 

October  9,  1340. 
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The  Amistad.  In  pursuance  of  a decree  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  this  famous  vessel,  together  with  her  cargo, 
was,  on  Thursday  last,  sold  by  auction,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  marshal  of  the  district,  at  the  custom 
house  in  this  city.  An  appraisal  was  had  of  vessel 
and  cargo  when  the  goods  were  first  landed.  We  un- 
derstand that  thh  amount  of  that  appraisal  was  about 
six  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  and  that  the  gross 
sales  will  amount  to  within  four  or  live  hundred  dol- 
lars of  that  sum. 

The  vessel  was  valued  by  the  appraisers  at  $600,  and 
sold  for  only  $245.  She  is  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  tons 
burden,  built  in  Cuba,  and  said  to  be  old.  Her  sails 
are  all  worn  to  shreds,  and  a large  expenditure  would 
be  necessary  to  render  her  sea  worthy. 

[New  London  Republican. 

Annapolis  city.  The  population  is  as  follows:  white 
males  807;  white  females  908 — whites  1,715.  Male 
slaves  176;  female  slaves  313 — slaves  494.  Free  color- 
ed males  240;  free  colored  females  346 — free  colored 
536 — total  colored  1,030.  Grand  total  2.795. 

British  post  office.  We  have  been  favored  by 
captain  Joseph  C.  Delano,  of  the  packet  ship  Patrick 
Henry,  with  a sheet  which  he  prepared  for  his. acquain- 
tance, showing  the  operation  of  the  new  British  post 
office  system.  From  it  we  select  the  following  items: 

Letters  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight  may 
be  sent  through  the  kingdom  for  one  penny,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  for  greater  weights.  The  rates  are 
double  if  the  postage  is  not  paid  in  advance. 

Letters  to  and  from  the  United  Slates,  if  sent  by 
packet,  twelve  times,  and  if  by  private  ship,  eight  times 
the  above  rates.  This  applies  to  Cunard’s  line,  and 
includes  the  inland  postage. 

Letters  from  foreign  ports  for  the  continent  (except 
France)  must  be  post  paid  in  England,  or  they  will  be 
opened  and  returned. 

Newspapers  from  foreign  places,  by  packets  or  pri- 
vate ships,  pay  2J.  each,  and  for  this  are  sent  to  any 
part  of  England. 

British  newspapers  pass  through  the  mails  free. 

[Jour.  Coin. 

British  exports.  The  statement  made  by  sir  R. 
Peel  in  the  last  debate  on  the  corn  laws  respecting 
trade,  comparing  the  year  1333  with  1S39,  showed  that 
the  declared  value  of  cotton  exported  in  1838  was 
£16,715,000,  while  in  1839  it  was  £17,694  000.  The 
exports  of  linen  manufacture  had  increased  from 
2,730,090,  in  1838,  to  £3,420,000,  in  1839.  The  export 
of  silk  manufactures  had  increased  from  £777,000  to 
865,0001;  and  the  woollen  manufactures  from  5,765,000k 
in  1338,  to  £6,207,000  in  1839.  Combining  the  amount 
of  all  the  exports  of  perfectly  wrought  fabric,  it  appeared 
the  total  was  in  1838,  26,107,000  and  in  1839, 28,252,000k 
Lord  Palmerston  showed  that  the  gross  official  value  of 
our  exports  had  increased  from  150,000,000  the  amount 
in  1833,  to  £53,000,000  in  1839,  and  that  there  was  an 
addition  also  for  the  same  period  of  £1,000,000  in  the 
value  of  our  imports.  The  consumption  of  British 
goods  has  not  therefore  diminished  abroad,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  prices  of  manufacturing  have  fallen  to 
such  a degree  that  no  profit,  is  made.  This  is  the  point 
slurred  over  by  the  corn  law  advocates. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  The  treasurer  of  the  as- 
sociation acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $10,090  as  a do- 
nation from  Amos  Lawrence.  This  gentleman  is  a 
brother  of  the  late  distinguished  representative  from 
Boston. 

The  button  act.  The  Liverpool  Mail  says  that  no 
tailor  cun  recover  lor  a coat  unless  it  has  brass  buttons 
or  buttons  made  of  the  same  material  as  the  coat. — 
The  act  was  made  for  the  protection  of  the  Birming- 
ham trade. 

Earthquake.  A heavy  shock  of  an  earthquake 
was  felt  at  Brooklyn,  Conn,  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
20ih  inst.  A gentleman  trom  that  town  describes  the 
shock  as  much  more  severe  than  that  which  was  ex- 
perienced in  that  and  other  parts  of  the  state  a lew 
weeks  since. 

Falling  stars.  The  pupils  at  the  observatory  at 
Paris  carefully  watched  the  number  of  meteors  during 
the  nights  of  the  9th  and  lO.hof  Aug.  Until  mid- 
night they  did  not  exceed  13  per  hour,  or  nearly  a 
mean  of  what  are  observed  on  ordinary  nights;  but  at 
3 o’clock,  M.  Mauvais  counted  thirty-five  in  one  hour. 
The  greater  proportion  fell  almost  parallel  to  the  milky 
way,  which  ut  this  time  extended  from  the  zenith  to- 
wards the  west  a litde  inclined  to  the  south. 

Excavating  machine.  New  inventions.  The  Alba- 
ny Argus  gives  an  account  of  a machine  invented  by 
Mr.  E.  Jackson,  of  Albany,  called  the  graduating 
wheel,  by  which  the  process  of  excavating  and  depo- 
siting earth  is  greatly  facilitated.  The  repelling  power 
is  brought  into  practical  and  easy  application — the 
loaded  car  passing  down  one  inclined  plane,  while  the 
resisting  or  “graduating”  wheel  is  passing  up  the  other. 
There  are  two  parallel  planes  started  from  the  place  of 
excavation  to  the  place  of  deposite— so  adjusted  as  to 
allow  the  car  to  receive  its  load  at  a single  turn  of  the 
pivot,  and  to  discharge  itself  at  the  foot  of  the  planes 
and  return — and  soon,  ad  infinitum  The  whole  pro- 
cess may  be  under  perfect  control,  and  easy,  and  eco- 
nomical management.  It  may  be  adapted  also,  by 
the  use  of  the  pivot,  to  warehouses,  and  'o  letting  down 
heavy  articles  from  upper  stories.  M r.  Jackson  has 
also  invented  a rail  road  car,  self  propelled  by  a pow- 
er concentrated  within  the  wheels,  so  constructed  as 


to  wind  themselves  at  intervals  whilst  in  the  act  of  tra- 
versing. The  principle  of  the  machine  is  the  power 
of  gravitation,  but  the  mode  of  applying  it  is  a secret 
with  the  inventor.  The  machines  are  exhibiting  at 
Stanwin  Hall  in  Albany.  [IV.  Y.  Post. 

Excursion.  A small  vessel  of  about  a hundred  tons 
burthen,  is  being  fitted  up  near  the  foot  of  Main  street, 
by  four  or  five  young  men,  for  an  excursion  of  five 
years  to  the  upper  lakes.  Mr.  William  Kennedy  is  to 
command  her.  They  intend  to  set  sail  to-morrow  or 
Monday  for  Lake  Huron,  where  they  will  spend  the 
winter  trapping,  fishing  and  hunting.  Thence  in  the 
spring  they  intend  to  cruise  in  the  waters,  of  Lake  Su- 
perior and  Lake  of  the  Woods.  This  is  a novel  en- 
terprise, and  we  wish  them  farewell,  a pleasant  voyage 
and  abundant  success.  [Buffalo  Tattler. 

Food.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  upwards  of 
6,000  acres  of  ground  cultivated  as  gardens  within 
twelve  miles  of  London,  giving  employment  to  30,000 
persons  in  winter,  and  60,000  in  summer.  The  total  va- 
lue of  cattle  sold  annually  at  Smithfield,  is  £8,500,000. 
A million  of  pounds  a year  is  expended  for  fruits  and 
vegetables.  1,000,000  of  quarters  of  wheat  is  consum- 
ed— four-fifths  of  it  in  bread,  being  64,000,000  of  quar- 
tern loaves.  Of  butter  there  is  consumed  11,000  tons, 
and  of  cheese  13,000  tons.  The  amount  paid  yearly 
for  milk  is  supposed  to  be  $1,250,000 — for  poultry 
£70  or  £80,000.  The  consumption  of  game  depends 
on  the  fruitfulness  of  the  season — rabbits  are  in  great 
demand.  One  salesman  in  Leadenhall  market,  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  year,  sells  14,000  a week, 
and  employs  from  150  to  300  men  and  women  to  hawk 
them  about.  ‘ [Cincinnati  Gaz. 

Great  Britain.  The  grand  total  capital  represent- 
ed by  all  property  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  esti- 
mated at  £3,620,000,000.  The  value  of  all  sorts  of 
public  property  is  £103,000,000.  The  value  of  lands, 
ships,  canals,  rail  roads,  mines,  horses,  timber,  crops, 
&c.  is  estimated  at  £2,945,000,000.  The  value  of  all 
sorts  of  furniture,  apparel,  plate,  specie,  money  in  chan- 
cery, savings’  banks.  &c.  estimated  at  £580,000,000. 
The  national  debt  is  about  £764,000,000. 

Lead.  The  receipts  of  lead  at  St.  Louis,  during  the 
week  ending  the  15th  instant,  amount  to  25,690  pigs. 
Freight  from  Galena  to  St.  Louis  were  high,  but  own- 
ers had  no  alternative  except  to  yield  to  the  demands 
of  the  steamboats,  or  to  keep  the  lead  over  the  winter. 

Mechanical  genius.  It  is  stated  in  the  Philadelphia 
Ledger  that  there  is  now  on  exhibition  at  the  Franklin 
Institute  in  that  city  a large  and  perfect  telescope,  the 
whole  of  which  is  the  work  of  a black  man,  who  earns 
his  “daily  bread”  as  a stevedore  on  the  wharves.  It  is 
said  that  he  worked  at  it  only  at  night,  when  the  fatigu- 
ing labors  of  the  day  were  over.  Not  only  the  exte- 
rior machinery  is  his,  but  the  materials  of  the  glasses 
and  lenses  were  prepared  entirely  by  the  ingenious 
black.  [Sun. 

^ The  Methodists  in  Canada.  The  Methodists  in 
Canada  now  consist  of  nearly  a hundred  thousand 
souls.  They  have  sprung  up  in  a few  years  from  very 
small  beginnings,  and  under  many  disadvantages. — 
It  is  not  many  years  says  the  Quebec  Gazette,  since  the 
only  Methodist  preacher  in  Lower  Canada,  was  in- 
carcerated several  months  in  the  Quebec  jail  for  libel; 
and  in  Upper  Canada,  there  were  only  a few  wandering 
missionaries.  They  have  now  numerous  substantial 
churches;  a college  of  their  own;  and  many  able  and 
respectable  preachers. 

Mormons.  Latter  day  saints.  The  Liverpool  Chro- 
nicle says:— “The  New  York  packet  ship  North  Ame- 
rica, captain  Lowbar,  sailed  on  Tuesday  week,  with 
19  cabin  passengers  and  200  in  the  steerage.  The 
whole  of  the  steerage  passengers  belong  to  a sect  called 
‘ Latter  Day  Saints,”  and  bound  for  Quincy,  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  on  the  borders  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  a settlement  has  been  provided  for  them  by  one 
of  their  sect,  who  has  purchased  a large  tract  of  land 
in  Michigan.  We  understand  that  upwards  of  2,000 
are  in  treaty  to  embark  early  next  spring  for  the  same 
locality.  A great  portion  of  those  who  sailed  in  the 
North  America  are  members  of  the  total  abstinence 
society,  and  are  from  Leicestershire  and  Herefordshire. 
They  are  shipped  by  the  respectable  house  of  Fuzhugh 
& Grimshaw,  of  this  town. 

New  Orleans  population.  The  number  of  white 
males  in  New  Orleans  exceeds  the  number  oi  white 
females  10,292.  The  number  of  colored  females  exceeds 
the  number  of  colored  males 6,222. 

Providence  city  tax  for  1840,  $65,000.  This  tax 
is  assessed  on  a valuation  of  over  $17,000,000,  being 
at  the  rate  of  37  cents  and  8 mills  on  each  $100  vain” 
ation. 

Revolutionary  patriots.  Seventy  of  the  surviving 
veterans  of  ’76,  in  Connecticut,  attended  the  mass 
meeting  at  Norwich.  Most  of  them  were  octogenarians, 
men  ut  85,  86,87,  8S  and  89  years. 

^ Revolutionary  patriot  gone.  Died  in  this  city,  on 
Saturday  morning  last,  Mr.  William  Pierce,  aged  96 
years.  Mr.  P.  was  one  of  the  few  remaining  survivors 
ol  the  celebrated  tea  party,  and  was  a revolutionary 
pensioner.  Pie  was  present  at  the  lecture  given  by  the 
lamented  B.  L5.  Thacher  on  the  subject  of  throwing  the 
tea  overboard,  a few  years  since,  at  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple. He  died  of  old  age,  under  the  infirmities  of  which, 
he  was  supported  by  the  gospel  he  had  publicly  pro- 
lessed.  [Boston  Tran. 


The  rope  walk  at  the  United  States  navy  yard  in 
Charlestown,  is  said  to  be  the  most  perfect  establishment 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  It  is  1,200  feet  long,  with 
granite  walls,  slate  roof,  and  iron  window  shutters. 
The  work  is  done  with  an  enormous  steam  engine,  by 
which  the  hatcheling,  dressing,  spinning  and  almost 
every  other  operation  in  making  a rope  or  cable,  is 
done.  About  one  hundred  of  the  spinning,  hatchel- 
ing and  dressing  machines,  are  in  one  room,  in  ope- 
ration by  steam.  By  the  spinning  of  hemp  in  a tne- 
chine,  a more  even  thread  and  consequently  more  per- 
fect rigging  and  cables  are  formed.  At  this  rope  walk, 
we  understand  the  principal  rigging  for  the  navy  is  or 
can  be  made. 

Safety  valves  to  steam  boilers.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  society  of  arts,  the  gold  isis  medal  was 
awarded  to  Robert  McEvven,  for  a mercurial  gauge, 
which  answers  the  double  purpose  of  an  indicator  of 
steam  pressure  and  a safety  valve  for  steam  boilers. — 
The  novelty  of  the  invention  consists  in  the  employ- 
ment ofa  mercurial  tube  as  a safe-vent  for  the  steam; 
these  tubes  having  hitherto  been  used  otdy  as  indica- 
tors of  pressure,  and  of  a length  sufficient  to  allow  the 
steam  to  acquire  a dangerous  degree  of  pressure  with- 
out giving  any  other  notice  of  the  fact  than  what  may 
be  observed  by  the  eye.  As  the  action  of  Mr.  McEw- 
en’s  safety-valve  depends  on  a purely  physical  princi- 
ple, viz:  the  opposition  of  the  elastic  force  of  steam  to 
the  static  pressure  of  mercury  without  a mechanical 
construction  of  any  kind,  it  affords  a free  vent  for  the 
steam  when  its  pressure  exceeds  the  limit,  correspon- 
ding to  the  length  to  which  the  tubes  are  adjusted,  ac- 
cording to  the  strength  of  the  boiler.  [London  Athe. 

Savings  banks.  An  official  return  to  the  British 
parliament  shows  that  the  whole  number  of  depositors 
in  savings  banks,  in  November,  1S39,  was  743,396; 
and  that  the  amount  belonging  to  them  was  upwards 
of  twenty-two  millions  pounds  sterling. 

Smuggling.  Notwithstanding  the  activity  of  the 
public  officers  to  suppress  it,  smuggling  continues  to 
be  practised  on  the  northern  frontier  to  a great  extent. 
Marshal  Best  recently  seized  another  lot  of  goods, 
which  were  intended  to  be  run  in  without  first  paying 
the  duties.  The  quantity  of  goods  now  under  condem- 
nation is  large.  The  sale  of  goods  in  this  city  last 
week,  seized  some  time  since  for  a violation  of  the  re- 
venue law,  we  are  told,  amounted  to  $60,000  or  $70,000. 

f Sun. 

Steam  navigation.  The  greatest  achievement,  per- 
haps, of  the  present  day  is  the  successful  application  of 
steam  to  ocean  navigation.  The  influence  of  this 
grand  and  triumphant  experiment  is  already  felt  in 
some  measure  in  our  commercial  interests.  Half  the 
space  between  us  and  Europe  is  now  destroyed  per- 
manently. This  is  very  pleasant  in  a time  of  peace 
and  shaking  of  hands.  It  were  less  so  perhaps  in 
times  of  commotion  and  wild-war’s  alarms.  Pulitical- 
ly  considered,  some  will  think  it  were  better  to  have 
two  Atlantics  between  the  continents  of  America  and 
Europe  than  annihilate  the  old  one.  The  nearer  we 
approach  each  other,  the  greater  our  danger  of  getting 
intertangled  and  involved  in  each  other’s  troubles. — 
However,  there  is  no  stopping  this  space-annihilating 
progress;  we  must  fall  in  and  make  what  good  we  can 
out  of  it.  One  thing  it  were  well  to  consider,  that  this 
steam  navigation  is  not  always  to  be  a mere  freight- 
carrying or  pleasure-seeking  intercourse.  These  same 
500  horse  power  contrivances  can  do  other  work  than 
carry  laces  and  silks  and  the  like  from  land  to  land. — 
They  may  suddenly  become  the  mercuries  of  war, 
fluating  battle  fields,  flying  artillerists  with  a vengeance; 
and,  whenever  this  may  happen,  the  whole  field  and 
circumstances  of  war  must  be  changed.  The  fate  of 
nations  will  be  cast,  not  on  Waterloo  fields,  but  on  the 
ocean;  not  by  glittering  masses  of  infantry,  but  by  din- 
gy steatn  engine  men  driving  about  their  war  machine, 
light  as  gossamer  with  500  horse  power,  and  Perkins’ 
steam  guns  to  match.  [ Pliila . Sentinel. 

Mr.  Webster  returned  yesterday  from  his  visit  to 
the  south,  iu  good  health,  and  we  believe  is  about  to 
set  out  on  his  promised  visit  to  New  Hampshire.  The 
Hillsborough  county  meeting,  which  he  has  engaged 
to  attend,  is  to  be  held  at  Francestown,  on  Tuesday 
next.  [ Boston  Daily  Ado. 

Whale  fisheries.  The  correspondent  of  the  Lon- 
don Shipping  and  Mercantile  Gazette,  writes  from 
Peterhead,  September  30,  that  the  Regalia.  Kerr,  of 
Kirkaluy,  front  Davis’  straits,  passed  by  that  forenoon, 
clean,  with  intelligence  of  the  complete  failure  of  tho 
fishery  this  season,  and  the  loss  of  the  whale  ship 
Hecla.  Among  20  vessels,  (stated  as  the  whole  num- 
ber from  the  United  Kingdom),  heard  from  between 
July  9 and  September  10,  there  were  only  six  fish;  of 
seven  vessels  heard  from  in  September,  one  only  bad 
a fish. 

White  lead  was  formerly  manufactured  at  Pitts- 
burg, sufficient  to  supply  the  whole  country.  Now, 
immense  quantities  are  made  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Near  Hudson,  a new  establishment  has  just  been  put 
in  operation,  by  which  the  most  beautiful  white  lead  is 
manufactured  by  machinery.  The  principal  feature 
in  the  improved  process  of  manufacturing,  consists  in 
oxydizing  the  lead  in  large  iron  cylinders,  the  remain- 
ing process  being  finished  by  the  aid  of  steam.  From 
the  pig  lead,  the  pure  white  article  is  produced  in  a 
finished  state  in  less  than  13  hours,  its  beauty  is  un- 
equalled, as  well  as  the  cost  being  reduced. 

[ Troy  Mail. 
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5K?"Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Someof  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
etters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  sa'isfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Britannia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
3d  instant,  having  left  Liverpool  on  the  20th  ult. 
and  Halifax  on  the  1st  inst. 

The  allied  forces  are  acting  with  energy  in  Syria. 
Accounts  from  Alexandria  are  to  the  3d  October 
Beyrout  had  been  evacuated  after  being  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  the  allies,  who  remained  in  possession  of 
Taffa,  D'Jebail,  Kaiffa  and  Tripoli.  In  addition 
to  11  British  ships  previously  on  the  coast,  a squa- 
dron of  5 ships  from  Lisbon,  of  which  two  were 
three  deckers,  subsequently  passed  Malta  to  join 
the  fleet  of  sir  R.  Stopford.  They  had  besides  nine 
steamers,  several  frigates,  and  smaller  vessels. 

An  Athens  journal  states  that  it  had  proposed  to 
king  Otho,  of  Greece,  to  become  party  to  the  treaty 
of  ttie  four  powers. 

Ttie  Turkish  government  had  issued  a formal  de- 
claration deposing  Mehemet  Ali.  The  Paris  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Courier  on  the  7th, 
Writes  that  the  French  government  has  in  conse- 
quence addressed  a declaration  to  the  foreign  pow- 
ers, parties  to  the  treaty  of  July,  to  the  effect  that 
“the  decheance  of  Mehemet  Ali  must  not  be  inforc- 
ed,  and  that  any  attempt  by  them  to  give  effect  to 
that  act  of  the  sultan,  would  be  viewed  by  France 
as  a declaration  of  war. 

The  Monileur  of  the  8th  contains  a royal  ordi- 
nance, convoking  the  French  chambers  for  the  28th 
of  October.  The  same  correspondent  says — “This 
proceeding  is  viewed  by  one  part  of  the  public  as 
indicating  the  determination  of  the  government  to 
go  to  war.  By  another,  it  is  regarded  pacifically, 
the  well  know  n moderation  of  the  chambers  justify- 
ing a belief  that  nothing  so  calamitous  as  war  will 
be  sanctioned  by  them.  For  myself,  I still  rely 
on  the  king’s  love  of  peace,  but  I admit  that  matters 
have  gone  so  far  that  it  will  be  found  extremely 
difficult  to  restrain  the  population.” 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  wealher  remained  favorable  to  the  harvest, 
and  grain  continued  to  fall.  Duty  on  wheat  21s.  8d. 
per  quarter.  On  flour  13s.  0^d.  per  bbl. 

Cotton.  The  aspect  of  political  affairs  had  produc- 
ed an  unfavorable  effect  on  the  cotton  market. 
There  had  been  a decline  in  prices  on  all  American 
descriptions  of  fully  $d.  for  the  last  fortnight. 

Money  affairs.  The  bank  ofEugland  return  of  Oct. 
15,  gives  as  the  average  of  weekly  liabilities  for  the 
quarter  ending  Oct.  J3,  circulation,  £17,231,000; 
deposites,  £6.762,000;  liabilities,  £23,993,000; 
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securities,  £22,782,000;  bullion,  4,145,000;  assets, 
£26,927,000. 

The  returns  of  the  British  revenue  for  the  quarter 
ending  October  10,  give  an  amount  of  £12,111,230 
for  the  receipts  of  the  quarter,  which  is  a decrease  of 
£531,007,  compared  with  the  corresponding  quar- 
ter of  the  preceding  year.  Of  the  decrease  £284,000 
is  in  the  income  of  the  post  office,  £115,120  in  the 
customs,  and  £ 196,910  in  the  excise.  The  receipts 
of  the  year  to  the  same  date  were  £44,665,798, 
being  a decrease  of  £676,8-56  from  the  produce  of 
the  preceding  year,  of  which  deficiency  £839,000 
was  in  the  post  office. 

At  the  final  close  of  the  election  of  lord  mayor  of 
London,  the  votes  were  for  alderman  Pirie  2,741. 
Johnson  2,713,  and  Harmer  2,294.  The  two  first 
were  accordingly  returned  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
from  whom  Thomas  Johnson,  esq.  alderman  and 
cooper,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  lord  mayor 
for  the  ensuing  year.  He  was  invested  with  the 
office.Oct.  8. 

FRANCE. 

Attempt  to  assassinate  the  king  of  France.  On  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  at  6 o’clock,  a musket  shot  was 
fired  at  the  king,  as  he  wa.s  passing  along  the  quay 
of  the  Tuilleries,  on  his  return  from  Paris  to  St. 
Cloud.  He  was  not  hurt,  nor  was  any  one  of  his 
attendants.  The  assassin  was  arrested;  on  his  ex- 
amination gave  his  name  Marins  Edmund  Darmes, 
43  years  of  a, e,  born  at  Marseilles,  by  profession  a 
conspirator , and  on  further  interrogation  he  declared 
that  he  lived  by  his  labor.  In  answertothe  inquiry 
if  he  had  accomplices,  he  said  he  was  the  only  ac- 
complice, that  he  wished  to  kill  the  greatest  tyrant 
of  ancient  or  modern  times — that  he  repented  only 
of  not  having  succeeded.  The  court  of  peers  was 
convoked  on  the  same  day,  and  ordered  to  proceed 
immediately  w ith  the  trial  of  the  assassin. 

A letter  received  in  town  adds  that  the  musket 
was  so  heavily  loaded  that  it  burst,  and  three  fingers 
were  torn  from  the  hand  of  the  assassin. 

Prince  Louis  Napoleon  and  his  companions,  had 
been  found  guilty  by  the  court  of  peers  and  sentenc- 
ed to  perpetual  imprisonment,  were  removed  from  the 
prison  of  the  Luxemburg,  one  portion  to  the  citadel 
of  Ham,  and  the  other  lo  that  of  Blaye.  The  prince 
was  said  to  have  taken  his  condemnation  very  quiet- 
ly, merely  observing  that  he  had  one  satisfaction 
left — namely,  that  of  remaining  in  France,  and  that 
the  word  “perpetual”  was  long  since  expunged  from 
the  French  vocabulary,  at  least  as  respected  politi- 
cal offenders.  General  Montholon,  on  the  contrary, 
was  astounded  by  his  sentence,  having  throughout 
the  proceedings  indulged  a hope  of  being  acquitted, 
from  his  personal  acquaintance  and  intimacy  with 
the  greater  number  of  his  judges.  His  disappoint- 
ment was  such  that  he  took  to  his  bed,  and,  being 
indisposed,  was  unable  to  follow  his  companions  to 
the  place  of  their  captivity.  Colonel  Parquin  also 
felt  his  condemnation  most  keenly.  Lieutenant 
Aladenize  escaped  being  sentenced  to  death  by  a 
majority  of  four  votes. 

HOLLAND. 

King  William’s  proclamation  of  abdication  ap- 
peared October  7.  A Brussels  paper  says  that  the 
countess  d’Oultremont  has  just  fixed  her  residence 
at  Liege,  and  has  had  all  the  furniture  and  other  things 
which  she  loft  in  Holland  brought  to  that  city. 
We  believe  she  is  now  at  the  Chateau  d’Oultremont. 
The  Journal  des  Flandres  affirms  that  she  has  never 
ceased  regularly  to  receive  letters  from  King  Wil- 
liam, and  that  after  a long  tour  in  Germany  subse- 
quent to  the  marriage,  it  is  possible  the  king  may 
come  and  reside  at  Tervueren. 

The  ceremony  of  the  abdication  of  the  king  took 
place  October  8,  at  the  Chateau  of  Loo,  with  great 
solemnity,  in  the  presence  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
now  William  11.  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
the  great  functionaries  of  ttie  state,  &c.  The  pro 
clamation  issued  by  the  ex  king  on  this  occasion  is 
noticed  above.  By  another  proclamation,  of  the 
same  date,  the  new  sovereign  inaugurated  his 
reign.  In  this  he  says  he  wili  march  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father.  By  a second  proclamation  the 
new  king  confirms  all  the  ratifications,  civil,  milita- 
ry and  naval.  William  II.  was  expected  at  Hague 
on  Thursday. 

On  the  following  day  public  prayers  were  to  be 
offered  up  to  beg  the  Most  High  to  afford  strength 
and  wisdom  to  the  new  sovereign  to  rule  over  the 
destines  of  the  Netherlands. 


It  is  asserted  in  a letter  from  Amsterdam,  ad- 
dressed to  ttie  “Commerce,”  that  since  the  abdi- 
cation of  William  I,  deficit  of  62,000,000  florins 
( 15,000,000  francs)  has  been  found  in  the  public  ac- 
counts. 

CHINA. 

The  reports  from  England  of  the  destruction  of 
the  forts  at  Boua  Tigoris  by  the  British  fleet;  is  at 
least  doubtful.  By  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Delhi, 
captain  Crocker,  at  New  York,  which  left  Wam- 
peo  on  the  3d,  and  Macao  on  the  5th  June,  we 
learn  that  the  British  fleet  had  not  then  arrived, 
though  he  met  a steamer  of  war  two  days  after 
leaving,  bound  to  China. 

The  accounts  via  England  are  dated  Bombay 
July  23d — the  China  date  not  given. 

There  is  no  later  news  from  China.  The  over- 
land mail  arrived  Oct.  6,  bringing  Bombay  dates  to 
Aug.  28,  but  nothing  from  China  later  than  the  be- 
ginning of  June.  The  report,  therefore,  of  the  re- 
ception of  news  at  Bombay  of  the  bombardment 
and  destruction  of  the  Bogue,  as  we  thought  appa- 
rent, was  unfounded. 

THE  TREATY  OF  THE  FOUR  POWERS. 

The  Observateur  of  Brussels  publishes  a French 
translation  of  a note  on  the  affairs  of  the  east  ad- 
dressed on  the  31st  of  August  by  the  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs  to  Mr.  Henry  Lytton  Bul- 
wer,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  Paris,  in  the  absence  of  his  excellency  earl 
Granville.  This  document  was  officially  commu- 
nicated to  the  French  government,  and  subse- 
quently printed  and  transmitted  to  the  allied 
courts.  [ London  Times,  Oct.  3. 

“Foreign  office,  August  31, 1840. 

“Sir:  Various  circumstances  have  prevented  me 
from  sooner  transmitting  to  you,  and  through  you 
to  the  French  government,  some  observations 
which  her  majesty’s  government  is  desirous  of 
making  upon  the  memorandum  delivered  to  me  on 
the  24th  of  July  by  the  French  ambassador  at  this 
court,  in  reply  to  the  memorandum  which  I had  de- 
livered to  his  excellency  on  the  17th  of  that  month; 
but  1 now  proceed  to  do  so. 

“Her  majesty’s  government  observed,  with  great 
satisfaction,  the  friendly  tone  of  the  French  memo- 
randum, and  the  assurances  which  it  contains  of  the 
earnest  desire  of  France  to  maintain  peace,  and  to 
uphold  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The  me- 
morandum of  the  17th  July  was  conceived  in  a spi- 
rit of  equal  friendliness  towards  France;  and  her 
majesty’s  government  is  as  anxious  as  that  of 
France  can  be  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  to  prevent  any  derangement  of  the  existing 
balance  of  power. 

“Hpr  majesty’s  government  also  saw  with  much 
pleasure  the  declarations  which  the  French  memo- 
randum contains  that  France  wishes  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  other  (our  powers  in  regard  lo  the 
affairs  of  the  Levant;  that  she  has  never  been  ac- 
tuated in  these  matters  by  any  other  motive  than  a 
desire  to  preserve  peace;  and  that  in  the  judgment 
she  has  formed  upon  the  propositions  which  have 
been  made  to  her  she  has  never  been  influenced  by 
anv  selfish  interests  of  her  own,  being,  in  fact,  as 
disinterested  as  any  other  power  can  be  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Levant. 

“The  sentiments  of  her  majesty’s  government 
upon  these  points  are  in  all  respects  similar  to,  and 
corresponding  with  those  of  the  government  of 
France.  For,  in  the  first  place,  in  the  whole  course 
of  the  negoliations  which  have  been  going  on  upon 
these  matters  during  more  than  12  months  it  has 
invariably  been  the  anxious  desire  of  the  British 
government  that  a concert  should  be  established  be- 
tween the  five  powers,  and  that  all  the  five  should 
agree  in  a common  course  of  conduct;  and  her  ma- 
jesty ’s  government  feels  that  it  can  refer  for  proofs 
of  this  desire  to  the  various  propositions  which  from 
time  to  time  have  been  made  to  the  government  of 
France;  and  which  are  alluded  to  in  the  French 
memorandum:  and,  in  the  next  place,  her  majesty’s 
government  can  safely  affirm  that  no  power  in  Eu- 
rope can  be  less  influenced  than  Great  Brtiain  is  by 
any  selfish  views,  or  by  any  desire  or  expectation 
of  exclusive  advantage  to  arise  to  herself  out  of  the 
settlement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Levant;  for,  on  the 
contrary,  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  in  those  af- 
fairs is  identified  with  that  of  Europe  at  large,  and 
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lies  in  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  Ottoman  empire,  as  a security  for 
the  preservation  of  peace,  and  as  an  essential  ele- 
ment in  the  general  balance  of  power. 

“In  these  principles  the  French  government  has 
declared  its  full  concurrence;  and  it  has  stated  that 
concurrence  upon  many  occasions,  but  especially 
in  marshal  Soult’s  despatch  of  the  27th  of  July, 
1839,  which  was  communicated  officially  to  the  four 
powers;  in  the  collective  note  of  the  27th  of  July, 
1839;  and  in  the  speech  of  the  king  of  the  French 
to  his  chambers  in  December,  1839. 

“In  these  documents  the  French  government  de- 
clared its  determination  to  maintain  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  the  Ottoman  empire  under  its 
present  dynasty,  as  an  essential  element  of  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  and  as  a security  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace;  and  it  also  asserted  in  marshal  Soult’s 
despatch  its  resolution  to  oppose,  by  all  its  means 
of  action  and  influence,  every  combination  which 
might  be  hostile  to  the  maintenance  of  that  integrity 
and  independence. 

“The  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
France  are,  therefore,  perfectly  agreed  as  to  the  ob- 
jects at  which  their  policy  in  regard  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Levant  ought  to  aim,  and  as  to  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  by  which  that  policy  ought  to  be 
guided;  and  the  only  difference  which  exists  be- 
tween the  two  governments  is  a difference  of  opi- 
nion as  to  what  means  are  best  calculated  to  attain 
the  common  end — a point  upon  which,  as  the 
French  memorandum  observes,  various  opinions 
may  naturally  be  expected  to  exist. 

“Upon  this  point  there  has,  indeed,  arisen  a con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion  between  the  tw’o  go- 
vernments— a difference  which  seerns  to  have 
become  wider  and  more  confirmed  in  proportion  as 
the  two  governments  have  more  fully  explained 
their  respective  views;  and  which,  for  the  present, 
has  prevented  the  two  governments  from  co-operat- 
ing together  for  the  attainment  of  their  common 
object. 

“On  the  one  hand,  her  majesty’s  government  has 
all  along  declared  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish 
empire,  and  to  uphold  the  independence  of  the  sul- 
tan’s throne,  if  Mehemet  Ali  were  to  be  left  in  the 
occupation  of  Syria.  Her  majesty’s  government 
has  stated  that  it  considers  Syria  to  be  the  military 
key  of  Asiatic  Turkey,  and  that  if  Mehemet  Ali 
were  to  continue  to  occupy  that  province,  in  addi- 
tion to  Egypt,  he  would  be  able  at  all  times  to  me- 
nace Bagdad  to  the  south,  Diarbekir  and  Erzeroum 
to  the  east,  and  Koniah,  Brussa  and  Constantino- 
ple to  the  north;  that  the  same  spirit  of  ambition 
which  has  led  Mehemet  Ali  on  former  occasions  to 
revolt  against  his  sovereign  would  soon  prompt  him 
again  to  take  up  arms  for  further  encroachment; 
and  that  for  this  purpose  he  w'ould  always  keep  a 
large  army  on  foot;  that  the  sultan,  on  the  other 
hand,  must  see  the  danger  by  which  he  would  con- 
stantly be  threatened,  and  must  be  obliged  also  to 
remain  armed;  that  thus  the  sultan  and  Mehemet 
Ali  would  continue  to  maintain  large  armies  to 
watch  each  other;  that  collision  must  inevitably 
arise  out  of  mutual  suspicion  and  alarm,  even  if 
there  were  no  intentional  aggression  on  either  side; 
that  any  such  collision  would  necessarily  lead  to 
foreign  interference  in  the  interior  of  the  Turkish 
empire,  and  that  such  interference  so  occasioned 
would  produce  the  most  serious  differences  between 
the  powers  of  Europe. 

“But  her  majesty’s  government  has  pointed  out 
a danger  still  greater  than  this,  as  a probable,  if  not 
certain,  consequence  of  the  continued  occupation  of 
Syria  by  Mehemet  Ali;  and  that  is,  that  the  pasha, 
confiding  in  his  military  strength,  and  tired  of  his 
political  condition  of  a subject,  should  execute  the 
intention  which  he  frankly  informed  the  powers  of 
Europe  two  years  ago  he  would  never  abandon,  and 
should  declare  himself  independent.  Such  a decla- 
ration on  his  part  would  be  an  undeniable  dismem- 
berment of  the  Ottoman  empire;  and  yet  that  dis- 
memberment might  happen  under  circumstances 
which  would  render  it  more  difficult  for  the  powers 
of  Europe  to  co-operate  together,  in  order  to  com- 
pel the  pasha  to  retract  such  a declaration,  than  it 
is  for  them  now  to  combine,  in  order  to  force  him 
to  evacuate  Syria. 

“Her  majesty’s  government,  therefore,  has  inva- 
riably contended  with  all  these  powers  who  wish 
to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire, 
and  to  uphold  the  independence  of  the  sultan’s 
throne,  ought  to  unite  to  assist  the  sultan  in  re-es- 
tablishing his  direct  authority  in  Syria. 

“The  French  government  on  the  other  hand,  has 
argued  that  Mehemet  Ali,  if  once  secured  in  the 
permanent  occupation  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  would 
remain  the  faithful  subject,  and  would  become  the 
firmest  support  of  the  sultan;  that  the  sultan  could 
not  govern  Syria  if  he  got  it  back  again;  and  that 


the  military  and  financial  resources  of  that  province 
would  be  more  available  for  the  sultan’s  defence 
when  in  the  hands  of  Mehemet  Ali  than  if  they  were 
restored  to  the  hands  of  the  sultan  himself,  that  im- 
plicit reliance  might  be  placed  upon  Mehemet  Ali’s 
adjurations  of  any  further  ambitious  views,  and  in 
his  protestations  of  devoted  fidelity  to  his  sovereign; 
that  the  pasha  is  an  old  man,  and  that  at  this  death, 
in  spite  of  any  hereditary  grant  made  to  his  family, 
the  whole  of  his  acquired  power  would  revert  to  the 
sultan,  because  all  possessions  in  Mahometan  coun- 
tries, be  their  nominal  tenure  what  it  may,  are  prac- 
tically nothing  more  than  lifeholds. 

“The  French  government,  moreover,  contended 
that  Mehemet  Ali  would  never  of  his  own  accord 
consent  to  evacuate  Syria,  and  that  the  only  means 
which  the  powers  of  Europe  could  employ  to  com- 
pel him  would  be  either  naval  operations,  which 
would  be  insufficient,  or  land  operations,  which 
would  be  dangerous;  that  naval  operations  would 
not  expel  the  Egyptians  from  Syria,  and  would  only 
provoke  Mehemet  Ali  to  make  an  attack  upon  Con- 
stantinople; and  that  the  measures  which  must  be 
resorted  to  in  such  a case  to  defend  the  capital,  but 
still  more  any  land  operations  bv  troops  ot  the  alli- 
ed powers  to  expel  Mehemet’s  army  from  Syria, 
would  be  more  fatal  to  the  independence  of  the 
Turkish  empire  than  could  be  the  state  ot  things 
which  such  proceedings  might  be  intended  to  re- 
medy. 

“To  this  her  majesty’s  government  replied,  that 
no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  Mehemet  Ali’s  pre- 
sent protestations;  that  ambition  is  insatiable,  and 
only  increases  by  success;  and  that  to  give  Mehe- 
met Ali  the  power  to  encroach,  and  still  to  leave 
within  his  reach  objects  to  covert,  would  be  to  sow’ 
the  certain  seeds  of  future  collisions;  that  Syria  is 
not  further  from  Constantinople  than  many  well  ad- 
ministered provinces  of  other  empires  are  from  the 
capital,  and  might  be  governed  from  Constantino- 
ple as  easily  as  from  Alexandria;  and  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  resources  of  that  province  could 
be  as  useful  to  the  sultan,  when  in  the  hands  of  a 
chief  who  might  at  any  time  turn  those  resources 
against  the  sultan,  as  they  would  be  if  in  the  hands 
and  at  the  disposal  and  command  of  the  sultan  him- 
self; that  Ibrahim,  having  an  army  under  his  orders, 
has  means  to  secure  his  own  succession,  at  Mehe- 
met Ali’s  death,  to  any  authority  which  Mehemet 
might  die  possessed  of;  and  that  it  would  not  be 
fitting  for  the  great  powers  to  advise  the  sultan  to 
make  an  ostensible  arrangement  with  Mehemet  Ali, 
with  a secret  and  reserved  intention  of  breaking 
that  arrangement  on  the  very  first  occasion  on 
which  it  might  become  applicable  to  events. 

“The  French  government,  however,  still  retain- 
ed its  opinion,  and  declined  to  be  a party  to  any 
arrangement  which  included  the  employment  of  co- 
ercive measures  against  Mehemet  Ali. 

“But  the  French  memorandum  states  that,  in  the 
last  circumstances  no  positive  proposition  has  been 
made  to  France  upon  which  she  was  called  upon  to 
explain  herself;  and  that,  consequently,  the  deter- 
mination which  England  communicated  to  her  in 
the  memorandum  of  the  17th  of  July,  no  doubt  in 
the  name  of  the  four  powers,  must  not  be  imputed 
to  refusals  which  Fiance  has  not  made.  This  pas- 
sage renders  it  necessary  tor  me  shortly'’  to  recapi- 
tulate to  you  the  general  course  of  the  negotiation. 

“The  original  opinion  entertained  by  her  majes- 
ty’s government,  and  which  was  marie  known  in 
June,  1839,  to  the  other  four  powers,  France  includ- 
ed was,  that  the  only  arrangement  between  the  sultan 
and  Mehemet  Ali  which  could  insure  permanent 
peace  in  the  Levant  would  be  that  which  should 
confine  Mehemet  Ali’s  delegated  authority  to  Egypt 
alone,  and  should  re-establish  the  direct  authority 
of  the  sultan  in  the  whole  of  Syria,  as  well  as  in 
Candia  and  the  holy  cities;  thus  interposing  the 
desert  between  the  sultan’s  direct  authority  and  the 
province  to  be  administered  by  the  pasha;  and  her 
majesty’s  government  proposed  that,  as  a compen- 
sation for  the  evacuation  of  Syria,  Mehemet  Ali 
should  receive  the  assurance  that  his  male  descen- 
dants should  succeed  him  as  governors  of  Egypt 
under  the  sultan. 

“To  this  proposal  the  French  government  ob- 
jected, saying,  that  such  an  arrangement  w'ould  un- 
doubtedly be  the  best  if  there  were  the  means  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  but  that  Mehemet  Ali  would  re- 
sist it;  and  that  any  measure  of  force  which  the 
allies  might  employ  to  compel  him  to  yield  would 
produce  consequences  which  would  be  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  Europe  and  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  porte  than  the  present  state  of  things 
between  the  sultan  and  Mehemet  Ali  could  be. — 
But,  though  the  French  government  thus  declined 
to  agree  to  the  British  plan,  yet  for  a considerable 
time  afterwards  it  had  no  plan  of  its  own  to  pro- 
pose. 


“However,  in  September,  1839,  count  Sebastiani, 
the  French  ambassador  at  the  court  of  London,  pro- 
posed that  a line  should  be  drawn  east  and  west, 
from  the  sea  somewhere  near  Beyrout  to  the  desert 
near  Damascus,  and  that  all  to  the  south  of  that 
line  should  be  administered  by  Mehemet  Ali,  and 
all  to  the  north  of  that  line  by  the  direct  authority 
of  the  sultan;  and  the  French  ambassador  gave  her 
majes^’s  government  to  understand  that  if  such  an 
arrangement  were  agreed  to  by  the  five  powers, 
France  would,  in  case  of  need,  unite  with  the  other 
four  in  the  employment  of  coercise  measures  to 
compel  Mehemet  Ali  to  submit  to  it. 

“But  I pointed  out  to  count  Sebastiani  that  such 
an  arrangement  would  be  liable,  though  in  a some- 
what less  degree,  to  all  the  objections  which  apply 
to  the  present  relative  position  of  the  two  parties, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  agreed  to  by  her  majes- 
ty’s government;  and  I observed  that  it  appeared  to 
be  inconsistent  that  France  should  be  willing  to 
employ  coercive  measures  against  Mehemet  Ali  to 
compel  him  to  subscribe  to  this  arrangement,  which 
would  evidently  be  incomplete  and  insufficient  lor 
its  professed  purpose,  and  yet  that  France  should 
refuse  to  employ  coercive  measures  to  compel  Me- 
hemet Ali  to  consent  to  the  arrangement  proposed  by 
her  majesty’s  government,  which  even  France  her- 
self admitted,  would,  if  carried  into  execution,  bs 
complete  and  effectual  for  its  purpose. 

“To  this  count  Sebastiani  replied,  that  the  objec- 
tion felt  by  the  French  government  to  employ  co- 
ercive measures  against  Mehemet  Ali  was  founded 
upon  domestic  considerations;  and  that  those  objec- 
tions would  be  removed  if  the  French  government 
were  able  to  show  to  the  public  and  to  the  chambers 
that  it  had  procured  for  Mehemet  Ali  the  best  terms 
which  could  be  obtained  for  him,  and  that  he  had 
refused  to  accept  those  terms. 

“This  suggestion  not  having  been  adopted  hy  her 
majesty’s  government,  the  French  government,  on 
the  27th  of  September,  1839,  communicated  offi- 
cially its  own  plan,  which  was,  that  Mehemet  Ali 
should  be  made  hereditary  governor  of  Egypt,  and 
of  the  whole  of  Syria,  and  governor  for  life  of  Can- 
dia, giving  up  nothing  but  Arabia,  and  the  district 
of  Adana.  The  French  government,  however,  did 
not  say  that  it  knew  that  Mehemet  Ali  would  con- 
sent even  to  this  arrangement;  nordid  it  declare  that 
if  he  should  refuse  to  accept  it,  France  would  join 
in  coercive  measures  to  compel  him  to  do  so. 

“To  this  plan  of  course  her  majesty ’s  government 
could  not  consent,  because  it  would  be  even  more 
objectiunable  than  the  present  state  of  things;  inas- 
much as  by  giving  Mehemet  Ali  a legal  and  here- 
ditary title  to  a third  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  which 
he  now  only  occupies  by  force,  it  would  at  once  be 
a virtual,  and  would  at  no  distant  time  lead  to  a real, 
dismemberment  of  that  empire.  But  her  majesty's 
government,  in  order  to  prove  its  anxious  desire’ to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  France  on  these 
matters,  stated  that  it  would  wave  its  well  founded 
objection  to  any  extention  of  Mehemet  Ali’s  autho- 
rity beyond  Egypt,  and  would  join  with  the  French 
government  in  recommending  to  the  sultan  to  give 
to  Mehemet  Ali  in  addition  to  the  pachalic  of  Egypt, 
the  administration  of  the  lower  part  of  Syria,  bound- 
ed to  the  north  by  a line  drawn  from  cape  Carmel 
to  the  southern  end  of  lake  Tiberias,  and  to  the 
eastward  by  the  Jordon,  the  westein  shore  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  and  by  a line  thence  down  to  the  gulf  of 
Akaba;  provided  that  France  would  engage  to  co- 
operate with  the  four  powers  in  coercive  measures, 
if  Mehemet  Ali  should  refuse  this  offer. 

“This  proposal,  however,  was  declined  by  the 
French  government,  and  that  government  now  de- 
clared that  it  could  not  possibly  co-operate  in  any 
coercive  measures  against  Mehemet  Ali,  and  could 
not  therefore  be  a party  to  any  arrangement  to 
which  Rlehemet  Ali  should  not  spontaneously  con- 
sent. 

“During  the  time  that  this  discussion  had  been 
going  on  with  France,  a separate  negotiation  had 
been  carried  on  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
with  every  detail  and  step  of  which,  however,  the 
French  government  was  regularly  made  acquaint- 
ed. The  negotiation  with  France  was  suspended 
for  a lime  in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  first  by  an 
expected,  and  afterwards  by  an  actual  change  ot 
ministry  in  France.  But  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
the  baron  de  Neumann  and  myself  determined,  on 
the  part  of  our  respective  governments,  to  make 
one  more  attempt  to  bring  France  to  an  agreement 
with  the  other  four  powers;  and  we  resolved  to 
submit  to  the  French  government,  through  M. 
Guizot,  another  proposition  for  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  sultan  and  Mehemet  Ali. 

The  objection  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
French  goverment  to  the  last  British  proposal  was, 
that,  although  it  would  give  Mehemet  Ali  the  strong 
defensive  position  extending  from  mount  Carmel  to 
mount  Tabor,  it  would  deprive  him  of  the  fortress  of 
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Acre.  In  order  therefore  to  meet  this  objection 
baron  de  Neumann  and  myself  proposed  to  M.  Gui- 
zot that  the  northern  boundary  of  that  part  of  Syria 
which  should  be  administered  by  the  pasha  should 
be  drawn  from  cape  Nakhora  to  the  northern  end 
of  lake  Tiberias,  so  as  to  include  within  its  limits 
the  fortress  of  Acre;  and  that  the  eastern  boundary 
should  run  down  along  the  western  bank  of  lake 
Tiberias,  and  thence,  as  before  proposed,  to  the  gulf 
of  Akaba.  But  we  said  that  the  government  of  this 
lower  part  of  Syriacould  only  be  given  to  Mehemet 
Ali  for  his  life,  and  that  neither  England  nor  Aus- 
tria could  consent  to  recommend  the  grant  of  here- 
ditary tenure  to  Mehemet  Ali  in  regard  to  any  part 
whatever  of  Syria;  and  I stated,  moreover  to  M. 
Guizot,  that  this  proposal  was  the  utmost  extent  to 
which  we  could  go  in  the  way  of  concession,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  French;  and 
that  it  was,  therefore,  our  last  offer. 

“The  baron  de  Neumann  and  myself  made  this 
communication  to  M.  Guizot  separately;  baron  de 
Neumann  on  one  day  ar.d  I upon  the  next.  M. 
Guizot  told  me  he  would  report  to  his  government 
the  proposition  I had  made,  and  the  statements  with 
which  I had  accompanied  it,  and  would  let  me  know 
their  reply  whenever  he  should  receive  it. 

“Soon  afterwards,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Au- 
stria, Prussia  and  Russia  stated  to  me,  that  they  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  French  government,  in- 
stead of  deciding  upon  this  proposal  themselves, 
had  transmitted  it  to  Alexandria  for  the  decision  of 
Mehemet  Ali.  That  this  was  placing  the  four  pow- 
ers in  negociatiori,  not  with  France,  but  with  Me- 
hemet Ali.  That,  besides  the  delay  which  would 
be  thereby  occasioned,  this  was  what  their  respec- 
tive courts  neither  intended  to  do,  nor  could  con- 
sent to  do;  and  that  the  French  government  had 
thus  placed  the  plenipotentiaries  in  a very  embar- 
rassing situation.  I replied  that  I agreed  with  them 
in  ail  their  objections  to  the  step  which  they  believ- 
ed the  French  government  to  have  taken;  but  that 
M.  Guizot  had  said  nothing  to  me  as  to  any  refer- 
ence made,  or  to  be  made,  to  Mehemet  Ali.  That 
the  French  government  was  then  much  occupied  by 
parliamentary  affairs,  and  might  naturally  require 
some  time  to  give  us  its  answer  to  our  proposal;  and 
that  no  great  practical  inconvenience  could  arise 
from  some  trilling  delay  in  this  matter.  Toward  the 
end  of  June,  I think  it  was  on  the  27th  of  that 
month,  M.  Guizot  came  to  me,  and  read  to  me,  from 
a ietter  addressed  to  him  by  M.  Theirs,  the  answer 
of  the  French  government  to  our  proposal.  This 
answer  was  a positive  refusal.  M.  Theirs  stated, 
‘That  the  French  government  knew  for  certain  that 
Mehemet  Ali  would  not  consent  to  any  division  of 
Syria,  unless  compelled  thereto  by  force.  That 
France  could  not  co-operate  in  the  employment  of 
force  against  Mehemet  Ali  for  such  a purpose;  and 
therefore,  France  could  not  be  a party  to  the  pro- 
posed arrangement.’ 

“France  having  thus  refused  the  ultimatum  ofthe 
British  government,  it  became  necessary  for  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  powers  to  consider 
what  course  their  governments  should  then  pursue. 

“The  position  of  the  five  governments  was  this: 
All  five  had  declared  their  conviction  that  it  is 
essential  for  the  balance  of  power,  and  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  of  Europe,  that  the  integrity 
and  independence  ofthe  Turkish  empire  under  its 
present  dynasty  should  be  maintained;  and  all  five 
had  pledged  themselves  to  employ  all  their  means 
of  action  and  influence  to  maintain  that  integrity 
and  independence.  But  France,  on  the  one  hand, 
contended  that  the  best  way  to  maintain  the  inde- 
pendence and  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire  was 
to  leave  the  sultan  to  the  mercy  of  Mehemet  Ali, 
and  to  advise  the  sultan  to  submit  to  any  terms 
which  Mehemet  Ali  might  determine  to  insist  upon 
as  a sine  qua  non  of  peace;  while  the  four  powers, 
on  the  other  hand,  considered  that  the  further  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  state  of  military  occupation 
of  the  sultan’s  provinces  by  Mehemet  Ali,  would 
be  destructive  of  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, and  fatal  to  its  independence.  They  thought 
therefore,  that  it  was  necessary  to  confine  Mehemet 
Ali  within  narrower  limits. 

“France,  alter  nearly  two  mouths’  deliberation, 
had  not  only  refused  to  agree  to  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  four  powers  as  an  ultimatum  of  concession 
on  their  pr.rt,  but  had  again  declared  that  she  could 
be  no  party  to  any  arrangement  to  which  Mehemet 
Ali  should  not  ol  his  own  accord,  and  without  co- 
ertion,  consent.  The  four  powers,  therefore,  had 
no  other  alternative,  but  either  to  adopt  the  princi- 
ple of  settlement  pressed  upon  them  by  France,  and 
which  consisted  in  recommending  to  the  sultan  en- 
tire submission  to  the  demands  of  Mehemet  Ali;  or 
else  to  act  upon  their  own  principle,  which  was,  that 
Mehemet  Ali  should  be  compelled  to  agree  to  some 
arrangement  consistent  in  its  form  with  the  rights 
ol  the  sultan,  and  compatible  in  its  substance  with 


the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire.  By  the  first 
course,  the  co-operation  of  France  would  have  been 
obtained;  by  the  second  course,  that  co-operation 
must  be  foregone. 

“The  earnest  desire  of  the  four  powers  for  the 
co-operation  of  France  had  been  sufficiently  mani- 
fested by  the  persevering  efforts  they  had  made  to 
obtain  it,  during  many  months  of  negotiation  — 
They  well  knew  its  value,  not  only  in  regard  to  the 
particular  object  at  present  in  view,  but  with  refe- 
rence to  the  general  and  permanent  interests  of  Eu- 
rope; but  that  which  they  wanted,  and  that  which 
they  valued,  was  the  co-operation  of  France  for  the 
purposes  of  peace;  lor  the  attainment  of  future  se- 
curity to  Europe;  for  the  practical  execution  of 
principles,  which  all  the  five  powers  had  concurred 
in  declaring.  They  valued  the  co  operation  of 
France,  not  for  its  own  sake  alone,  nor  for  the  ad- 
vantage and  convenience  ot  the  moment,  but  for 
the  good  it  was  to  accomplish,  and  for  the  future 
consequences  that  were  to  result  from  it.  They 
were  anxious  to  co-operate  with  France  in  doing 
good;  but  they  were  not  prepared  to  co-operate 
with  Fiance  to  do  evil.  Therefore,  believing  as 
they  did,  that  the  policy  recommended  by  France 
was  injudicious,  was  unjust  towards  the  sultan,  was 
pregnant  with  future  dangers  to  Europe,  was  at  vari- 
ance with  the  public  engagementsof  the  five  powers, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  principles  which  the  five 
powers  had  deliberately  professed,  the  four  powers 
felt  that  they  could  not  make  the  sacrifice  which 
was  required  at  their  hands  as  the  price  of  the  co- 
operation of  France;  if,  indeed,  that  can  be  called 
co-operation  which  was  to  consist  in  letting  events 
take  their  own  course.  Unable,  therefore,  to  adopt 
the  views  ofFranee,  the  four  powers  determined  to 
cany  into  execution  their  own. 

“But  this  determination  had  not  been  unforseen, 
nor  had  its  probability  been  concealed  from  France. 

“On  the  contrary,  at  various  times  during  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  as  early  as  October  last,  I had  stated 
to  the  French  ambassador  at  this  court,  that  our  de- 
sire to  remain  united  with  France  with  these  mat- 
ters must  have  a limit;  that  we  were  anxious  to  go 
forward  with  France,  but  that  we  were  not  prepar- 
ed to  stand  still  with  France;  and  that  if  France 
could  not  find  the  means  of  coming  to  a common 
understanding  with  the  four  powers,  she  must  not 
be  surprised  if  the  four  powers  were  to  come  to  an 
understanding  together,  and  were  to  act  without  her. 

“To  this  count  Sebastiani  replied,  that  he  foresaw 
that  w'e  should  do  so,  and  that  he  would  foretell  the 
result.  That  we  should  try  to  accomplish  our  own 
arrangement  without  the  participation  of  France, 
and  that  we  should  find  our  means  insufficient;  that 
France  would  remain  a perfectly  quiet  and  passive 
spectator  of  events;  that  after  a year,  or  a year  and 
a half,  of  unsuccessful  efforts,  we  should  acknow- 
ledge that  we  had  (ailed,  and  should  then  address 
ourselves  to  France;  and  that  France,  as  friendly 
after  our  failure  as  she  had  been  before  our  attempt, 
would  give  her  good  office  to  arrange  matters,  and 
would  probably  persuade  us  then,  to  agree  to  things, 
which  we  declined  to  consent  to  now. 

“Similar  intimations  were  also  made  to  M.  Gui- 
zot, as  to  the  course  which  the  four  powers  would 
probably  pursue,  it  they  should  be  unable  to  come 
to  an  agreement  with  F ranee.  Therefore  the  French 
government  having  declined  the  ultimatum  of  the 
four  powers,  and  having,  in  declining  it,  again  laid 
down  a principle  of  conduct  which  it  knew  that  the 
four  powers  could  not  adopt,  the  principle,  namely, 
that  no  settlement  ought  to  be  made  between  the 
sultan  and  his  subject,  excppt  upon  such  conditions 
as  the  subject  might  choose  spontaneously  to  ac- 
cept, or  in  other  words,  to  dictate,  the  French  go- 
vernment must  have  been  prepared  to  see  the  four 
powers  determine  to  act  without  France;  and  the 
tour  powers,  in  determining  so  to  do,  could  not 
justly  be  represented  as  separating  themselves  from 
France,  or  as  excluding  France  from  the  settlement 
of  a great  European  alfair.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
France  who  separated  herself  from  the  lour  powers. 
For  it  was  France  who  had  laid  down  for  herself  a 
principle  of  action,  which  rendered  her  co-opera 
tion  with  the  other  four  powers  impossible. 

“And  here,  without  wishing  to  indulge  in  contro- 
versial observations  bn  the  past,  I leel  it  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  remark  that  this  voluntary  sepa- 
ration of  France  from  the  four  powers  was  not 
merely  evinced  by  the  course  of  the  negotiations  in 
London,  but,  unless  her  majesty’s  government  has 
been  greatly  misinformed,  it  has,  taken  place  in  a 
still  more  decided  manner  by  the  course  of  the  ne- 
gotiations at  Constantinople. 

“The  five  powers  had,  by  the  collective  note 
which  was  presented  to  the  porte  on  the  27th  of 
July,  1839,  by  their  representatives  at  Constantino- 
ple, declared  to  the  sultan  that  their  union  was  as- 
sured; and  they  had  requested  him  to  abstain  from 
any  direct  negotiation  with  Mehemet  Ali,  and  to 


make  no  arrangement  with  the  pasha  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  five  powers.  And  yet,  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  for  many  months  past  the  French  representa- 
tive at  Constantinople  has,  with  the  matters  to 
w hich  that  note  referred,  distinctly  separated  France 
from  the  other  four  powers,  and  has  earnestly  and 
repeatedly  pressed  the  porte  to  negotiate  directly 
with  Mehemet  Ali,  and  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  pasha,  not  only  without  the  concurrence 
ofthe  other  four  pow’ers,  but  under  the  single  me- 
diation of  France,  and  according  to  the  particular 
views  of  the  French  government.  It  is  France, 
therefore,  that  has  separated  herself  from  the  four 
powers,  and  not  the  lour  powers  that  have  separated 
themselves  from  France. 

“With  respect  to  the  course  pursued  by  Great 
Britain,  the  French  government  must  admit  that  the 
views  and  opinions  of  her  majesty’s  government 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  Levant  have  never,  from  the 
commencement  of  these  negotiations,  varied  in  the 
slightest  degree,  except  in  as  far  as  her  majesty’s 
government  has  offered  to  modify  these  views  and 
opinions  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  co-opera- 
tion of  France;  and  those  views  and  opinions  have 
at  all  times  been  frankly  and  unreservedly  explain- 
ed to  the  French  government,  and  have  been  earn- 
estly and  constantly  pressed  upon  that  government 
by  arrangements  winch,  to  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, appeared  to  be  conclusive. 

“In  the  early  stages  of  the  negotiation,  the  decla- 
rations of  principles  made  by  the  government  of 
France,  led  her  majesty’s  government  to  imagine 
that  the  two  governments  could  not  but  agree  as  to 
the  means  of  carrying  their  common  principles  into 
execution.  If  the  intentions  and  opinions  of  the 
French  government  upon  the  means  of  execution 
differed,  even  in  the  outset  of  the  negotiations,  from 
those  of  the  British  government,  then  France  has 
no  right  to  represent,  as  an  unexpected  schism  be- 
tween England  and  France,  a difference  which  the 
French  government  knew  all  along  to  exist.  If  the 
intentions  and  opinions  of  the  French  government 
as  to  the  means  of  execution  have  undergone  a 
change  since  the  negotiations  began,  then  France 
has  no  right  to  impute  to  Great  Britain  a divergence 
of  policy,  which  arises  from  a change  on  the  part  of 
France,  and  not  from  a change  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.  But  in  any  case,  when  four  out  of  the  five 
powers  found  themselves  agreed  upon  one  course 
and  when  the  fifth  had  determined  to  pursue  a 
course  entirely  different,  it  could  not  reasonably  be 
expected  that  the  four  should,  in  deference  to  the 
fifth,  give  up  opinions  in  which  they  were  daily 
more  and  more  confirmed,  and  which  related  to  a 
matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  great  and  perma- 
nent interests  of  Europe. 

“But  as  France  still  holds  to  the  general  princi- 
ples which  she  declared  at  the  outset,  and  still 
affirms  that  she  considers  the  maintenance  of  the  in- 
tegrity and  independence  for  the  Turkish  empire 
under  its  present  dynasty  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation ofthe  balance  of  power,  and  for  the  security 
of  peace;  as  France  has  never  denied  that  the  ar- 
rangement which  thefourpowers  intend  to  effect  be- 
tween the  sultan  and  the  pasha,  would,  if  it  could 
be  executed,  be  the  most  complete  and  the  best;  and 
as  the  objections  of  France  have  applied  not  to  the 
end  in  view,  but  to  the  means  by  which  that  end  is 
to  be  accomplished,  her  opinion  being  that  the  end 
was  good,  but  the  means  insufficient  or  dangerous, 
her  majesty’s  government  trust  that  the  separation 
of  France  from  the  other  four  powTers,  which  her 
majesty’s  government  most  deeply  regret, cannot  be 
of  long  duration. 

“For  when  the  four  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the 
sultan,  have  brought  about  such  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  porte  and  its  subject  as  may  be  compati- 
ble with  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
w ith  the  future  peace  of  Europe,  there  w ill  no  lon- 
ger remain  any  point  of  difference  between  France 
and  the  allies,  and  there  can  then  be  nothing  to 
prevent  France  from  concurring  with  the  four  pow- 
ers in  such  further  engagements  for  the  future  as 
may  appear  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  give  due 
stability  to  the  good  effects  of  the  interposition  of 
the  four  pow'eis  in  favor  of  the  sultan,  and  to  secure 
the  Ottoman  empire  from  a recurrence  of  danger. 

“Her  majesty’s  government  will  look  forward 
with  eagerness  to  the  moment  when  France  will 
thus  be  at  liberty  again  to  take  her  place  in  the 
union  of  the  five  powers,  and  her  majesty ’s  govern- 
ment hopes  that  the  arrival  of  that  moment  will  be 
hastened  by  the  full  exertion  of  the  moral  influence 
ol  France.  Although  the  French  government  has, 
for  reasons  of  its  own,  declined  to  take  part  in 
measures  of  coercion  against  Mehemet  Ali,  surely 
that  government  cannot  object  to  employ  its  means 
ol  persuation  to  induce  the  pasha  to  submit  to  the 
arrangements  which  are  to  be  proposed  to  him;  and 
it  is  obvious,  that  there  are  many  topics  which 
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might  be  urged,  and  many  prudential  considerations 
■which  might  be  pressed  upon  the  pasha  with  more 
effect  by  France,  as  a neutral  power,  taking  no  part 
in  those  affairs,  than  by  the  four  powers,  who  are 
actively  engaged  in  executing  the  measures  of  co- 
ercion. 

“But  be  this  as  it  may,  her  majesty’s  government 
feels  confident  that  Europe  will  acknowledge  the 
integrity  of  purpose  which  has  actuated  tire  four 
powers  on  this  occasion;  for  theirobject  is  disinter- 
ested and  just.  They  look  to  reap  no  selfish  advan- 
tage from  the  engagements  which  they  have  con- 
tracted; they  seek  to  establish  no  exclusive  influ- 
ence, and  to  make  no  territorial  acquisition;  and  the 
ends  they  aim  at  must  be  as  beneficial  to  France  as 
to  themselves,  because  France,  like  themselves,  is 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of 
power,  and  in  the  preservation  of  general  peace. 

“You  will  transmit  officially  to  M.  Thiers  a copy 
of  this  despatch.  “I  am,  &c. 

“PALMERSTON.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Consuls.  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  recognised  Johann  Rudolf  Mahler,  as  consul  of 
Saxony  for  the  port  of  New  York. 

William  Kruger,  consul  of  Lubeck,  for  the  same 
port. 

John  H.  Van  Cooth,  consul  of  Hanover,  for  the 
port  of  Charleston. 

Franklin  H.  Delano,  consul  of  the  republic  of 
Chili  for  the  city  and  state  of  New  York. 


PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

We  shall  furnish  the  readers  of  the  Register,  in 
brief  terms,  with  the  results,  so  far  as  they  are  as- 
certained at  the  time  we  put  it  to  press,  reserving 


the  regular  statements  until  there  can  be  more  de- 
pendence placed  upon  their  authenticity. 

The  following  states  have  chosen  electors  as  de- 


0 — 

signated. 

Harnson. 

Van  Buren. 

Maryland,  . . 

. 10 

Ohio,  . . . 

. 21 

Connecticut, 

. 8 

Rhode  Island,  . 

. 4 

N.  Hampshire  . 

7 

New  Jersey, 

8 

51  7 

MAINE. 

The  following  comprise  the  only  returns  received 
that  car.  be  depended  upon — they  show  an  aggre- 
gate whig  gain  of  203  votes  since  the  September 
election. 


September. 
Fairfield.  Kent. 
Cumberland  13  towns  4,143  4,298 
Lincoln  5 towns  685  1,370 

York  18  towns  3,816  3,294 


November. 
V.  B.  Har. 
4,056  4,437 
603  1,258 
4,004  3,439 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Returns  are  received  from  121  towns,  which  give 
a Van  Buren  majority  of  3,316,  and  showing  a 
Van  Buren  gain  of  2,121  since  the  election  of  1838, 
at  which  election  the  Van  Buren  majority  in  the 
state  was  2,951. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Returns  from  the  whole  state  except  two  towns, 
give  a Harrison  majority  of  1,976,  in  a vote  of  8,380. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  returns  from  all  but  five  or  six  towns  are 
received,  and  show  a whig  majority  thus  far,  of 
6.325,  being  a whig  gain  of  1,745  over  the  election 
of  last  April. 

Extra  congressional  election. 

There  was  a vacancy  in  the  New  Haven  and 
Middlesex  congressional  district,  to  fill  which,  an 
election  was  held  on  the  same  day  with  their  elec- 
tion for  electors.  Mr.  Stores,  (now  judge),  was 
elected  from  this  district  by  a majority  of  134 — and 
Win.  W.  Boardman,  (whig),  is  now  elected  by  a 
majority  of  1,056,  being  a whig  gain  of  922  votes  in 
the  district. 


NEW  YORK. 

The  Van  Bnren  electoral  ticket  has  a majority  of 
from  1,100  to  1,400  votes  in  the  city  of  N.  York, 
according  to  the  differing  accounts. 

The  returns  from  the  river  counties  so  far  as  re- 
ceived are  not  as  favorable  in  the  aggregate  to  the 
whigs  as  the  preceding  election. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

It  is  ascertained  that  about  270,000  votes  have 
been  taken  in  this  state,  and  the  result  is  exceeding- 
ly doubtful,  each  party  claiming  to  have  succeeded, 
and  yet  neither  of  them  pretending  to  more  than  four 
or  five  hundred  majority!  From  some  of  the  remote 
counties  the  reported  returns  vary  sufficiently  to 
leave  every  body  in  suspense. 

NE  79  JERSEY. 

The  Harrison  electors  are  elected  by  a majority 

ot  about  two  thousand  votes.  There  was  an  in- 1 


crease  of  whig  strength  in  each  county  in  which  a 
contest  was  made  in  October. 

MARYLAND. 

It  appears  that  every  city  and  county  in  the  state 
has  given  a more  favorable  vote  to  the  whig  electo- 
ral ticket  than  was  given  for  delegates  at  the  Octo- 
ber election.  Baltimore  city  has  given  a Van  Bu- 
ren majority  of  31,  Baltimore  county  a Van  Buren 
majority  of  679,  and  Carroll  county  a Van  Buren 
majory  of  78.  Every  other  city  and  county  in  the 
state  has  given  majorities  for  the  Harrison  ticket. 

Western  Shore. 

V.  B.  maj.  Harrison  maj. 


Baltimore  city 

31 

Annapolis  city 
St.  Mary’s  county 

66 

Baltimore  county 

679 

4S1 

Carroll 

78 

Charles 

340 

— 

Calvert 

169 

788 

Prince  George’s 

400 

Anne  Arundel 

154 

Montgomery 

331 

Frederick 

347 

Washington 

197 

Allegany 

187 

Hartford 

101 

Aggregate  whig  majorities  Western  Shore  2,773 
Deduct  Van  Buren  majorities  788 

Whig  majority  Western  Shore  1,985 

Eastern  Shore. 


Cecil  county 

135 

Kent 

205 

Caroline 

151 

Talbot 

67 

Queen  Anne’s 

117 

Dorchester 

542 

Somerset 

633 

Worcester 

800 

Aggregate  whig  majority  on  E.  Shore  2,650 

Total  whig  majority  in  the  state  4,635 

VIRGINIA. 

We  have  returns  from  74  counties,  which  at  the 
election  in  1836,  gave  a Van  Buren  majority  of  over 
1,500  votes — and  now  give  a Harrison  majority  of 
about  1,800.  The  44  counties  to  he  heard  from,  in 
1836,  gave  Van  Buren  a majority  of  3,505. 

OHIO. 

This  state  is  giving  a very  large  majority  for  the 
Harrison  electoral  ticket.  So  far  as  we  have  receiv- 
ed returns,  the  whigs  gain  in  almost  every  county 
since  the  October  election. 

THE  ARMY. 

A letter  from  Union  city,  Michigan,  dated  Sept. 
19,  states  that  the  Pottawattamies,  who  have  been 
ordered  by  the  government  to  be  removed  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  manifest  great  reluctance  at  leaving 
the  state.  They  say  that  the  treaty,  under  which 
the  government  is  acting,  by  which  their  lands  were 
exchanged  lor  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi,  was 
made  by  a few  unauthorised  chiefs,  who  were  cheat-' 
ed  by  tile  whites  while  they  were  drunk.  General 
Brady,  with  about  two  bundled  regulars,  and  one 
hundred  horsemen,  are  quartered  at  Marshall,  from 
whence  they  have  been  making  various  excursions 
through  the  forest  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians.  They 
are  secured  without  bloodshed,  and  contracts  tore- 
move  them  have  already  been  taken. 

Troops.  A company  of  one  hundred  dragoons 
under  the  command  of  major  Graham  and  lieute- 
nant Hallam,  arived  at  St.  Louis  on  the  19th  instant, 
from  Pittsburg.  Their  destination  is  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. 

Prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida.  We  are  happy 
to  announce  that  the  secretary  of  war  has  requested 
the  navy  department  to  order  the  commander  of  the 
West  India  squadron,  to  provide  for  the  protection 
of  Key  West  and  the  Florida  Keys  generally. 

And  also  to  send  out  boat  expeditions  into  the 
bays  and  inlet3  of  the  coast,  to  cut  off  any  parties  of 
Indians  who  may  be  hovering  about  the  shores. 

Vessels  will  be  kept  on  the  coast,  to  cut  off  any 
chances  of  communication  by  which  supplies  may 
be  furnished  them  from  abioad. 

Two  entire  and  fresh  regiments  of  United  States 
troops  are  already  ordered  to  Florida. 

The  governor  i3  authorised  to  raise  two  hundred 
horsemen,  in  addition  to  those  already  in  the  field, 
which  will  make  the  mounted  force  under  gen.  Read 
1,200  strong. 

The  governor  is  also  authorised  to  raise  500  foot 
for  the  same  brigade. 

Physicians  when  required  are  to  be  received  as 
surgeons  to  the  volunteers,  under  the  rules  which 
govern  the  regular  force. 

An  officer  is  appointed  for  Middle,  and  another  for 
East  Florida,  to  examine  the  accounts  of  expendi- 
tures of  the  volunteer  service  for  the  past  season. 

[St.  Augustine  Herald. 


THE  NAVY 

Yesterday,  commodore  Jesse  Wilkinson  hoisted 
his  broad  pennant  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Mace- 
donian, the  flag  ship  of  the  West  India  squadron — 
and  commodore  Shubrick,  previously  in  command 
of  the  Macedonian,  having  assumed  the  command 
of  this  navy  yard  and  station,  hoisted  his  flagon 
board  the  Delaware  74,  capt.  Skinner.  The  usual 
salutes  were  then  exchanged. 

[Norfolk  Herald,  Oct.  29. 

Captain  Eashy,  of  Washington  city,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  the  hulk  of  the  old  frigate  New 
York,  which  has  been  sunk  in  the  Potomac  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  has  removed  it  to  his  ship 
yard. 

Commander  John  H.  Aulick,  for  some  time  past 
on  duty  at  the  Washington  navy  yard,  having  been 
ordered  to  sea,  in  command  of  the  Yorktown  sloop 
of  war,  commander  C.  K.  Stribling  succeeds  him 
at  the  navy  yard. 

The  steam  frigate.  As  much  desire  is  apparent 
in  the  city  to  know  something  definite  in  regard  to 
the  progress  to  completion  of  this  vessel;  we,  with 
the  laudable  desire  of  allaying  such  curiosity,  wend- 
ed our  way  some  days  ago  to  the  scene  of  operations, 
the  navy  yard.  As  we  neared  the  building  con- 
taining the  vessel,  the  busy  hum,  and  cheerful 
sounds  of  industry  broke  pleasantly  on  our  ear — 
mixed  and  blended  came  the  sounds  of  the  grat- 
ing saw,  the  hammer’s  clink,  the  fall  of  heavy  tim- 
ber, and  the  strokes  of  the  axe,  as  each  of  the  busy 
multitude  engaged  on  the  vessel,  plied  his  separate 
avocation.  Having  entered  the  building  we  turned 
our  admiring  gaze  towards  the  huge  vessel  whose 
enormous  proportions  were  spread  out  before  us. 
Having  walked  down  the  large  space  in  order  more 
fully  to  view  her  beautiful  modelled  shape;  we, 
mindful  of  the  cravings  of  our  readers,  turned  our 
attention  to  obtain  the  requisite  information,  and 
by  the  kindness  of  some  of  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  yard,  we  are  enabled  to  lay  forth  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

The  frigate  is  built  in  the  best  and  most  durable 
manner  of  live  oak  obtained  from  the  southern  part 
of  Georgia,  and  weighing  80  pounds  to  the  square 
foot.  The  frame  of  the  hull  is  supported  in  the 
strongest  manner  with  live  oak  knees,  8tc.  and  in 
regard  to  bolts  and  fastenings  of  every  kind,  no- 
thing but  copperhas  been  employed.  She  is  double 
decked,  the  space  between  them  being  a little  more 
than  six  feet,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  vessel  is  a 
large  space  for  the  reception  of  the  engines,  at  each 
end  of  which  there  is  an  iron  plate  bulk  head  or 
screen  drawn  completely  across  the  vessel  for  the 
purpose  (in  case  of  a leak)  of  keeping  the  water  in 
one  part  of  the  vessel,  and  also  to  guard  against  ac- 
cidents from  the  fires  of  the  engines.  They  are  at 
this  time  planking  the  upper  deck,  and  the  whole 
vessel  is  in  such  a state  of  forwardness  that  (were 
the  engines  ready ) she  could  be  launched  in  two 
months.  She  will  be  rigged  in  the  same  manner  as 
a ship  and  will  require  as  her  complement  two  hun- 
dred men.  Her  ordnance  will  consist  of  forty  two 
pounders  and  two  bombs  to  throw  ten  inch  shells — 
and  when  in  full  sailing  order  her  burthen  will  be 
1,700  tons.  Her  weight  is  estimated  at  500  tons.  She 
is  nearly  as  long  as  the  steam  ship  President  and 
one  foot  wider.  In  her  hold  is  constructed  a reposi- 
tory capable  of  containing  800  tons  of  anthracite 
coal  by  which  the  engines  are  to  be  worked.  In  re- 
gard to  the  principal  dimensions,  we  have  obtained 
the  following:  Feet.  Inches. 

Length  from  the  counter  to  nightheads  228  8 

Extreme  length  of  figure  head  244 

Extreme  breadth  40 

Depth  in  hold  23  6 

She  will  be  ready  for  caulking  in  a few  days. 
Taken  as  a whole  ttiis  vessel  is  a splendid  specimen 
of  the  skill  of  our  artizans.  No  one  should  neglect 
to  view  so  noble  a testimony  to  the  already  high 
character  which  Philacelphia  has  attained  for  ship 
building. 

Leaving  the  scene  of  busy  industry,  we  wended 
our  way  to  another  and  yet  more  noisy  scene — the 
engine  and  foundry  establishment  of  Messrs.  Mer- 
rick & Towne,  who  are  busily  engaged  in  making 
the  engines  for  the  frigate.  Having  obtained  per- 
mission we  wandered  through  the  large  establish- 
ment, which  is  filled  with  workmen,  w ho  in  pursuit 
of  their  several  occupations  made  noise  enough  to 
have  awakened  the  seven  sleepers.  In  the  first 
room  we  entered  a number  of  workmen  were  engag- 
ed in  filing  and  polishing  various  parts  of  the  huge 
engines.  The  main  centre  pin  for  the  lever  beams 
weighing  about  500  pounds  was  in  the  process  of 
being  turned  on  a very  large  lathe.  The  steam 
chambers,  specimens  of  great  skill  in  casting  being 
of  a very  intricate  shape  and  cast  in  a single  piece, 
are  very  nearly  finished — a huge  cylinder  more  than 
6 feet  in  diameter  and  at  least  12  teet  high  was  be- 
ing bored — this  machine  for  boring  is  of  a new  con- 
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struction,  the  body  to  be  bored  being  placed  upright 
instead  of  being  laid  down  as  is  usual — the  circle  of 
the  bore  is  more  true,  it  having  been  found  that  by 
the  old  method  the  bore  was  not  exactly  circu- 
lar. We  also  observed  a very  neat  machine  for 
making  screws — all  the  workmen  in  this  room  were 
engaged  on  articles  for  the  frigate,  and  the  beautiful 
finish  on  the  brass  and  steel  work  is  deserving  of  all 
praise.  In  the  next  room  are  a large  number  of 
forges  the  blast  of  which  is  derived  from  a large 
fan-wheel  driven  by  a steam  engine.  A small  ver- 
tical trip  hammer,  capable  of  fagotting  a bar  6 in- 
ches square,  was  in  operation  as  we  entered  and  was 
rapidly  reducing  to  shape  a large  mass  of  glowing 
iron. 

The  foundry  next  attracted  our  attention.  The 
mould  of  one  of  the  frames  of  the  engine  was  very 
nearly  ready  for  casting — outside  the  door  was  a 
frame  which  had  been  lately  taken  from  the  mould. 
It  weighs  about  12  tons  and  is  of  a beautiful  Gothic 
pattern.  The  castings  which  we  saw  are  very  heavy 
and  very  difficult,  and  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended Messrs.  M.  & T.  in  their  efforts  thus  far, 
is  great  evidence  of  skill  and  superior  workman- 
ship— a large  number  of  castings  varying  in  weight 
from  one  to  twelve  tons  are  in  process  of  finishing 
here. 

The  next  place  to  which  we  bent  our  steps  was 
to  the  boiler  room,  where  are  four  large  copper  boil- 
ers now  nearly  finished.  At  the  upper  part  of  the 
building  one  of  the  engines  is  being  put  up  together. 
The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  some  of  it3 
parts: 

Feet.  Inches. 

Diameter  of  cylinder,  6 4 

Length  of  stroke,  7 

Bed  plate  weight  14  tons,  C length  29  2 

with  channels  cast  on,  £ breadth  7 4 

Main  shaft  of  wrought  C diameter  1 5 

iron,  l length  25  8 

Paddle,  wheels  entirely  < diameter  29  8 

of  wrought  iron,  £ the  bucket  10  0 

Weight  of  steam  cylinder  8 tons,  weight  of  bed 
plate  14  tons  and  3,600  pounds  of  metal  used  in  the 
melting. 

These  engines  are  of  the  kind  usually  known  as 
the  English  marine  engines.  The  cylinders  are 
placed  vertically,  with  two  lever  beams,  one  on 
each  side  working  on  pedestals  rising  from  the  bed 
plate  and  connected  over  the  cylinder  with  the  con- 
necting rod  by  side  links. 

The  Gothic  pattern  which  has  been  adopted  is 
very  handsome  and  appropriate — they  were  com- 
menced in  January  of  this  year  and  will  be  finished 
in  the  spring  of  1841. 

We  view  with  gratified  feelings  these  substantial 
monuments  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  the  mecha- 
nics of  our  city.  Our  city  has  long  held  an  enviable 
reputation  for  manufactures,  and  each  succeeding 
day  but  serves  to  add  to  it.  The  light  of  intelligence 
is  shedding  her  cheering  beams  around  our  artizans 
and  on  the  daily,  nay  hourly  improvements  which 
they  exhibit,  Philadelphia  builds  her  proud  and  ho- 
nest fame.  [U.  S.  Gaz. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Congressional  election.  The  Kenebec  Journal 
says:  “The  governor  and  council  have  ordered 
another  election  in  the  Hancock  and  Washington 
district,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  the  2nd  day  of  No- 
vember; (the  day  of  the  presidential  election),  but 
have  not  ordered  an  election  in  the  Oxford  district. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  22d  ult.  having 
been  five  weeks  in  session,  employed  extensively 
in  revising  the  new  code  of  law's. 

This  revision  of  the  laws  was  committed  by  the 
legislature  to  three  commissioners,  who  made  a re- 
port at  the  last  session  of  a revised  code,  in  which 
the  substance  of  all  the  laws  previously  enacted, 
and  embraced  in  about  a thousand  chapters,  was 
condensed  into  178  chapters.  Ttiis  report  was  re- 
ferred by  the  legislature  to  a joint  committee  of  se- 
ven  members  from  the  senate  and  seventeen  from 
the  house,  to  sit  in  the  recess,  and  to  report  at  an 
adjourned  session.  This  committee  sat  56  days, 
during  which  they  revised  the  revision,  made  nume- 
rous alterations  and  amendments,  and  reported  them 
to  the  legislature  at  theirrecentsession.  The  legisla- 
ture has  now  acted  finally  upon  the  subject,  and  or- 
dered the  new  code  lo  be  published,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  commissioners. 

Before  separating,  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house,  moved  by  Mr.  Eben’r  Everett,  of 
Brunswick,  one  of  the  commssioners  who  reported 
the  revised  code,  passed  unanimously. 

The  choice  of  a United  States  senator  was  left 
for  the  new  legislature. 

Election.  Official  votes  for  members  of  congress, 
including  scattering;  furnished  by  our  correspon- 
dent at  Augusta.  [Portland,  Mv. 


Whig. 

Mm. 

Cumberland:  ■ 

Fessenden 

5,794 

Smith 

5,659 

Scattering 

4 

26 

York: 

Goodenow 

4,516 

Clifford 

5,428 

Scattering 

3 

3 

Lincoln: 

Randall 

5,720 

Sewall 

4,769 

Scattering 

5 

35 

Kenebec  & Somerset: 

Evans 

7,430 

Hubbard 

4.450 

Scattering 

4 

2 

Hancock Washington: 

Noyes 

4,792 

Lowell 

4,562 

Wheeler 

293 

Scattering 

1 

10 

Penobscot  St  Somerset: 

Allen 

7,738 

Hamblin 

7,115 

H.  Ingalls 

126 

Scattering 

3 

32 

Oxford: 

Long 

5,283 

Littlefield 

4,737 

Paris 

1,965 

Scattering 

1 

85 

Waldo: 

Kingsbury 

3,965 

Marshall 

5,805 

Thorndike 

79 

Scattering 

9 

5 

45.347 

45,110 

45,110 

Whig  majority 

237 

VERMONT. 


In  the  house  of  representatives  of  Vermont,  on 
the  23d  instant,  the  treasurer  reported  that  the 
amount  of  the  school  fund,  including  interest  up  to 
October  19th,  1840,  is  $149,135  51.  This  report 
was  made  in  consequence  of  an  application  to  loan 
$20,000  to  the  university  of  Vermont. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  adjourned  on  Thurs- 
day last  alter  a session  of  twenty  three  days.  Pre- 
vious to  the  adjournment  a joint  resolution  to  choose 
an  agent  to  settle  the  concerns  of  the  old  Vermont 
state  bank  was  passed.  A resolution  instructing 
the  Vermont  delegation  in  congress  to  prevent  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  was  re- 
jected. The  resolution  to  loan  $20,000  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  was  rejected.  On  the  New  Jer- 
sey case  the  reports  of  the  committee  concluded 
with,  resolutions  strongly  condemnatory  of  the 
course  of  congress.  The  resolutions  were  adopted, 
100  to  13.  The  report  of  the  committee  relative  to 
business  concerns  of  the  country,  attributing  a large 
share  of  the  financial  troubles  of  the  country  since 
1836  to  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  and  concluding 
with  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  protection  of  domes- 
tic industry,  which  were  adopted  unanimously. 

[New  York  Express. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

U.  S.  senator.  The  legislasture  of  Rhode  Island 
met  in  grand  commitiee  on  Thursday  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a United  States  senator  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  March  next.  Upon  the  first 


ballot — 

The  whole  number  of  votes  was  81 

Necessary  to  a choice,  41 

Of  which  James  F.  Simmons  received  55 

Samuel  Y.  Atwell,  24 

Tristam  Burges,  2 

— 26 

Majority  for  Simmons,  29 

NEW  JERSEY. 


Legislature  of  New  Jersey  and  gov.  Pennington's 
message.  The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  assembled 
at  Trenton  on  the  27th  instant.  All  the  members 
were  present  excepting  a councilman  from  Mon- 
mouth. Joseph  Porter,  esq.  of  Gloucester,  was 
elected  vice  president  of  council,  ( the  governor  is 
ex-officio  president,  and  almost  every  thing  else) 
and  R.  E.  Horner,  of  Princeton,  secretary. 

In  the  house,  John  Emly,  esq.  of  Burlington, 
was  chosen  speaker,  and  Samuel  Prior,  jr.  of  Sa- 
lem, clerk. 

Governor’s  message. 

To  the  legislative  council  and 

general  assembly  of  the  slate  of  N.  Jersey. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  met  at  a time  of  great  politi 
cal  excitement  throughout  the  country.  At  no  for- 
mer period  have  we  witnessed  a feeling  so  deep  and 
pervading.  This  feeling  obviously  has  its  founda- 
tion in  a settled  conviction,  that  the  national  go- 
vernment is  not  administered  in  a manner  agreeable 
to  the  wants  of  the  people  or  for  the  general  wel- 
fare. It  is  in  vain  to  ascribe  the  mighty  move- 
ments of  the  people  to  sudden  impulse  or  extraneous 
influence.  They  can  be  prompted  only  by  an  en- 
lightened purpose  to  effect  a change  in  the  policy 
and  measures  of  the  administration;  and  in  a govern- 


ment resting  entirely  on  the  popular  will,  every 
good  citizen  must  yield  a ready  obedience  when 
that  will  is  fairly  and  constitutionally  expressed. 

In  the  issue  of  this  great  struggle,  New  Jersey 
has  a deep  interest.  Her  citizens  have  a common 
destiny  with  the  rest  of  the  union;  but  while  they 
share  in  common  burdens,  they  intend  also  to  share 
in  common  privileges.  Firmly  attached  to  the 
forms  of  government  under  which  it  has  pleased  a 
benignant  Providence  to  cast  their  lot,  they  Will  be 
the  last  to  withhold  due  allegiance  to  it,  so  long  as 
they  are  permitted  to  enjoy  those  equal  rights 
which  a proper  self-respect  demands.  Recent  oc- 
currences have,  indeed,  awakened  a feeling  in  the 
breasts  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this  state, 
which  a sense  of  wrong,  deep  wrong,  inflicted 
without  an  apology,  must  always  inspire.  The 
present  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  has  denied  to  New  Jersey  a right  which  has 
never  before  been  denied  to  any  member  of  the 
union,  and  which,  under  the  constitution,  could 
never  have  been  denied  to  her:  the  right  of  commis- 
sioning, according  to  her  own  laws,  members  to 
represent  her  in  that  body.  This  right  is  vital  to 
the  very  existence  of  the  federal  government,  and 
if  its  exercise  be  denied  to  any  one  of  the  states,  no 
congress  can  be  constitutionally  organized.  The 
attempt  to  extenuate  the  enormity  of  this  measure, 
by  charging  the  state  authorities  with  a violation  of 
their  trust,  is  an  unworthy  subterfuge.  What  has 
congress  to  do  with  your  state  officers?  Are  not 
the  people  of  the  state  competent  to  pass  judgment 
on  their  own  acts  without  the  interference  of 
strangers  who  have  no  regard  to  her  laws  and  her 
institutions?  If  there  be  any  question  on  that  sub- 
ject, let  it  be  settled  between  those  officers  and 
their  constituents.  It  is  sufficient  to  command  the 
respect  of  congress  in  the  first  instance,  that  the 
commissions  presented  are  genuine,  and  in  form 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  state.  That  this  pro- 
ceeding was  a violation  of  all  principle  and  usage, 
cannot  be  made  more  manifest  than  by  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the 
parliamentary  history  of  the  country  or  the  world. 
During  the  three  weeks  in  which  this  question  was 
debated,  no  precedent,  either  in  the  records  of  this 
or  any  other  country,  could  be  furnished  to  justify 
it.  I shall  not  again  enter  upon  a defence  of  the 
course  pursued  in  granting  the  commissions.  That 
proceeding  has  been  fully  explained  on  a former 
occasion,  and  it  has  twice  received  the  sanction  of 
the  people  of  the  state.  Further  to  discuss  it  would 
be  an  insult  to  that  expression  of  public  opinion 
from  vvhich  there  is  r.o  appeal.  But  I go  beyond 
this  point.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  might 
exist  in  reality,  or  be  feigned  for  party  purposes  on 
that  question,  congress  cannot,  within  the  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  its  authority,  go  behind  the  seal 
of  the  state.  They  must  recognise  that,  or  there 
can  be  no  return  of  members  from  the  state  at  all. 
After  that  is  recognised,  and  the  members  take  their 
seats,  then,  for  the  first  time,  the  subject  is  under 
the  control  and  direction  of  the  house.  It  has  uni- 
formly been  so  held  in  the  house  of  representatives 
heretofore,  and  it  must  and  will  be  so  held  here- 
after. 

The  New  Jersey  case  will,  in  all  after  times,  be 
considered  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  one  of  the 
sovereign  states  of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  power  of  a party.  Fortunately  for  the 
country,  it  has  had  the  effect  to  open  the  eyes  of 
the  people  to  the  actual  condition  of  their  govern- 
ment, and  taught  them  the  danger  of  confiding 
their  interests  to  men  who  have  lived  too  long  in 
the  sunshine  of  executive  patronage.  The  subse- 
quent action  of  congress  in  placing  individuals 
without  warrant,  and  before  investigation,  in  the 
seats,  and  that  too  while  the  commissioned  mem- 
bers were  absent  under  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mittee, taking  testimony  to  substantiate  their 
claims,  and  the  final  decision  of  the  house  by  a 
strict  party  vote,  without  hearing,  or  even  so  much 
as  looking  at  the  evidence,  presents  a scene  of  vio- 
lence and  wrong  wholly  without  precedent  or  apo- 
logy. If  the  treatment  which  New  Jersey  has  suf- 
fered had  been  received  at  the  hands  of  a foreign 
power,  war  must  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. But  she  has  been  wounded  in  “the  house 
of  her  friends” — and  a resort  to  force  must  have 
involved  not  only  foes  but  friends.  She  has  looked 
to  peaceful  remedies,  and  made  her  appeal  to  the 
justice  and  patriotism  of  the  country,  and  all  the 
signs  of  the  times  give  unerring  indication  that  the 
appeal  has  not  been  in  vain.  A great  principle 
had  been  invaded  which  affected  alike  all  the  states 
and  all  the  people  of  the  states,  and  it  was  eminent- 
ly proper  that  their  attention  should  be  called  to  it 
in  a manner  adapted  to  secure  their  most  deliberate 
consideration. 

The  subject,  I am  happy  to  say,  has  awakened  a 
lively  interest  throughout  the  country.  Nor  has  it 
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been  confined  to  any  party.  Many  of  the  friends 
of  the  administration  have  disapproved  the  whole 
proceedings  at  Washington.  Indeed,  all  tnen  who 
look  beyond  the  present  struggle,  and  have  a desire 
to  see  peace  and  order  prevail,  cannot  but  view  it 
as  revolutionary  and  subversive  of  the  very  founda- 
tion of  representative  government.  Several  of  the 
state  legislatures,  with  a spirit  worthy  of  enlight- 
ened freemen,  have  boldly  denounced  the  measure 
as  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  and 
declared  their  determination  to  make  common  cause 
with  us.  The  popular  indignation  has  been  ex- 
pressed in  many  places  and  by  large  assemblies  of 
the  people  in  various  parts  of  the  union,  but  I re- 
cur with  special  gratification  to  the  solemn  protest 
of  fifty  thousand  of  the  intelligent  freemen  of  New 
England  recently  assembled  on  Bunker  Hill.  “We 
protest,”  says  the  declaration  put  forth  on  that  oc- 
casion, “against  the  conduct  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives tn  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  election. 
This  is  not  a local,  but  a general  question.  In  the 
union  of  the  states,  on  whatever  link  the  blow  of 
injustice  or  usurpation  falls,  it  is  felt  and  ought  to 
be  felt  throughout  the  whole  chain.  The  cause  of 
New  Jersey  is  the  cause  of  every  state,  and  every 
state  is  therefore  bound  to  vindicate  it.” 

But  while  we  duly  appreciate  these  grateful  ex- 
pressions of  sympathy,  let  me  remind  you,  gentle- 
men, that  we  have  a solemn  duty  to  perform.  To 
us  as  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  is  committed  in  a 
special  manner  the  vindication  of  her  rights,  and  it 
becomes  every  Jerseyman  to  embrace  the  only 
mode  prescribed  by  the  constitution  to  express  his 
honest  indignation  and  assert  the  sovereignty  of  his 
state.  The  citizen  who  could  passively  consent 
to  see  the  seal  of  his  state,  which  is  the  emblem  of 
her  sovereignty,  prostrated  in  the  dust,  may  justly 
be  pronounced  unworthy  to  enjoy  the  protection 
which  it  ensures.  It  is  gratifying  to  believe  that 
those  who  have  thus  violated  our  rights  are  likely 
to  be  deprived  of  the  power  to  inflict  further  wounds 
on  the  union,  but  should  a like  encroachment  be 
attempted  under  any  administration  of  this  govern- 
ment, it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
convene  an  assembly  of  the  people  to  consider 
measures  of  security  and  protection. 

We  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  ten- 
dency of  public  measures,  whatever  may  be  their 
design,  is  to  weaken  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  states  and  to  increase  that  of  the  president  and 
the  national  administration.  The  power  of  regu- 
lating the  militia  has  always  been  conceded  to  the 
states  until  the  recent  attempt  to  procure  ar.  act  of 
congress  for  organizing  a body  of  200,000  men. 
We  are  indebted  to  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  south 
for  the  blow  which  this  project  received  at  the 
outset.  Whether  it  shall  ever  be  revived  or  not 
will  depend  on  the  power  of  those  who  originated 
it.  The  militia  should  be  exclusively  regulated  by 
the  states.  The  feelings  of  the  people  in  relation 
to  the  subject  are  widely  different  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  union.  With  us  a scrupulous  regard  is 
due  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  to  secure  which 
our  ancestors  first  came  to  these  shores.  The  bank- 
rupt bill,  with  a clause  affecting  state  corporations, 
can  have  no  other  design  than  that  of  bringing  all 
state  institutions  under  the  immediate  control  of  the 
federal  government.  It  is  of  very  little  conse- 
quence that  the  state  may  incorporate  companies, 
if  the  national  legislature  may  shut  them  up.  The 
three  great  projects  so  lately  introduced — the  sub- 
treasury, a bankrupt  law,  with  the  power  of  reach- 
ing state  corporations,  and  the  militia  bill,  are  all 
calculated  to  accumulate  power  in  the  national  exe- 
cutive and  to  embarrass  or  prostrate  the  rights  of 
the  states.  Let  the  people  of  this  country  watch 
with  a jealous  eye  every  attempt  to  remove  power 
from  the  hands  of  their  own  representatives  in  the 
legislature  (their  neighbors  and  friends  who  are 
directly  responsible  to  them  for  their  acts),  to 
strangers  removed  from  their  influence,  and  who 
may  disregard  their  wishes  and  wants  with  impuni- 
ty- 

I herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration  the 
resolutions  and  address  of  the  citizens  of  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  agreeably  to 
their  request,  on  the  subject  of  their  retrocession 
to  the  state  of  Maryland;  also  a remonstrance  of 
the  citizens  of  the  entire  District,  in  convention, 
stating  their  grievances  at  large.  They  complain’ 
and  with  good  cause,  that  they  have  no  representa- 
tion in  congress,  whilst  they  are  subject  to  its  le- 
gislation. The  immediate  ground  of  complaint, 
however,  is  the  refusal  of  congress  to  re-charter  the 
banks  in  the  District,  which  are  needed  for  the  bu- 
siness operations  of  the  people,  and  particularly  so 
as  no  objections  were  urged  to  the  banks  them- 
selves. It  will  be  impossible,  in  my  opinion,  for 
our  fellow  citizens  in  that  District  to  prosper  in  their 
present  condition.  They  are  oppressed,  and  I earn- 
estly hope  the  legislature  will  render  them  all  the 


assistance  in  its  power  towards  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  they  have  in  view. 

I also  present  for  your  consideration,  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Connecticut 
on  the  subject  of  the  protective  policy.  They  ex- 
press an  earnest  desire  that  the  labor  of  our  coun- 
try may  be  protected  by  law  against  the  policy  and 
legislation  of  foreign  governments.  I trust  the  oc- 
casion will  be  thought  a proper  one  to  express  the 
sentiments  of  this  state  upon  that  subject.  The 
course  of  affairs  and  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try sufficiently  indicate  the  importance  of  an  early 
attention  to  it.  New  Jersey'  ever  ha^  and'T  trust 
ever  will  continue  to  give  her  countenance  'and  sup- 
port to  that  settled  policy  of  the  government. 

I also  transmit  the  resolutions  of  the  legislatures 
of  the  states  of  Connecticut,  New  York  and  Ken- 
tucky*, on  the  subject  of  the  national  domain,  all  of 
which  regard  it  as  the  common  property  of  all  the 
states.  I present  them  from  respect  to  those  states, 
though  the  subject  has  recently  been  acted  on  by 
the  legislature,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  our 
views  correspond  with  the  resolutions  now  sub- 
mitted. 

The  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  respecting  the  northeastern  boundary,  are 
also  herewith  submitted  for  your  consideration, 
with  full  confidence  that  New  Jersey  will  ever  be 
ready  to  render  her  sister  states  every  practicable 
aid  against  encroachments  from  whatever  quarter, 
whether  foreign  or  domestic. 

The  treasurer  will  furnish  you  at  an  early  day 
with  a particular  statement  showing  the  condition 
of  the  treasury.  By  that  statement  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  state  last  year  for 
the  support  of  government,  were  less  by  rising 
$10,000  than  the  preceding  year,  owing  in  part  to 
the  short  session  of  the  legislature.  It  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  legislature  tor  the  last  three  years  to 
raise  no  more  by  tax  than  was  necessary,  with  the 
other  receipts  of  the  treasury,  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  state.  There  is  a debt  as  you  will 
perceive  by  recurring  to  the  statement  of  the  trea- 
surer last  year,  due  from  the  state  to  the  school 
fund,  arising  principally  for  moneys  used  in  build- 
ing the  state  prison,  anil  borrowed  during  the  year 
that  the  legislature  omitted  to  levy  a tax.  This 
debt  should  be  gradually  liquidated  and  Lhope  you 
will  make  provision  for  it  accordingly.  The  school 
fund  has  been  considerably  increased  during  the 
past  year  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  at  Patterson,  which  were  directed  to  be  car- 
ried to  that  account,  so  that  after  deducting  the 
sum  of  $30,000  appropriated  by  law  annually  for 
the  purposes  of  education,  there  will  remain  a fund 
not  varying  much  from  $320,000.  The  tax  for  the 
last  year  on  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  compa- 
ny, amounting  to  $5,000  has  not  been  paid.  The 
company  assign  a3  a reason  for  declining  to  pay  it, 
that  the  capital  is  not  employed  for  banking  purpo- 
ses but  has  been  expended  on  the  canal.  As  no 
discretion  was  confided  to  the  treasurer  by  the  le- 
gislature, he  pursued  under  my  advice,  the  course 
pointed  out  by  law  for  collecting  the  same.  It  has 
ever  been  the  frugal  policy  of  the  state  to  manage 
its  finances  with  strict  regard  to  its  current  neces- 
sities to  avoid  extravagant  appropriations  and  em- 
barrassing obligations.  And  it  is  certainly  a sub- 
ject of  congratulation  that  we  are  at  this  moment 
comparatively  free  from  debt,  without  bonds  in  the 
market  and  consequently  exempt  from  pecuniary 
difficulties  which  so  much  oppress  some  of  our  sis- 
ter states — the  course  pursued  by  your  immediate 
predecessors  on  this  subject  will,  I have  no  doubt, 
be  scrupulously  adhered  to. 

In  March,  1839,  I was  authorised  by  a joint  reso- 
lution of  the  legislature,  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  ascertain,  as  accurately  as  practicable,  the  num- 
ber, age,  sex  and  condilion  of  the  lunatics  of  this 
state,  and  the  best  means  for  their  relief:  ami  if  the 
erection  of  a state  asylum  should  be  deemed  the 
best  remedy,  to  ascertain  its  necessary  cost,  and 
the  best  location  for  it,  with  any  other  facts  mate- 
rial for  definite  action  on  the  subject.  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  soon  after  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  who  took  upon  themselves  the  task 
of  making  the  investigation,  and  they  have  made  a 
full  report.  The  report  was  delayed  by  unavoida- 
ble causes  until  just  at  the  close  of  the  last  session, 
so  that  no  action  could  be  had  at  that  time.  It  has 
since  been  published  in  pamphlet  form  and  circu- 
lated generally  throughout  the  state.  The  number 
of  lunatics  i3  ascertained  to  be  338,  and  the  number 
of  idiots  353.  This  is  a fearful  number,  and  the 
wretchedness  of  their  condition  should  awaken  our 
liveliest  interest.  They  are  our  fellow  beings,  suf- 
fering under  an  inscrutable  decree  of  Providence, 
in  many  cases  without  any  fault  of  their  own.  Un- 
til a late  day  it  was  believed  that  no  adequate  re- 
lief could  be  afforded,  but  experience  has  fully 


proved  the  ability  of  man,  by  kind  offices,  and  by 
extending  to  them  the  blessings  of  an  asylum,  in  all 
cases  to  ameliorate  their  condition,  and  in  many  to 
restore  them  to  reason  and  usefulness  in  society. 
During  the  last  summer  I availed  myself  of  an  op- 
portunity of  visiting  the  asylum  for  the  insane  at 
Worcester,  and  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  bene- 
fits of  that  noble  and  well  conducted  institution, 
reared  by  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts.  I invite  your  attention 
to  this  subject  with  the  hope  that  New  Jersey  will 
‘nofAemain  behind  her  sister  states  in  works  of  be- 
;rfe  vole  nee  and  charity. 

At  the  institutions  in  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  there 
are  at  this  time  fifteen  persons  supported  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state,  and  nine  persons  at  the  institution 
for  the  blind. 

The  report  of  Ihe  trustees  of  the  school  lund  will 
be  presented  during  the  session.  It  will  embody 
every  thing  important  to  be  suggested  on  that  sub- 
ject. Our  institutions,  our  property,  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  society,  in  fact,  all  our  dearest  rights 
depend  upon  popular  intelligence  and  virtue.  The 
education  of  all  classes  in  society,  is  therefore  a pri- 
mary object  of  legislation.  The  people  all  vote  and 
their  will  regulates  the  movements  of  government. 
Our  people,  as  a body,  are  disposed  to  do  right  and 
will  come  to  safe  results  when  reason  and  intelli- 
gence prevail. 

The  great  interests  of  agriculture  should  not  be 
overlooked.  This  is,  after  all,  the  fundamental  in- 
terest of  society,  and  holds  the  highest  rank  among 
all  economical  questions.  Commerce  and  manufac- 
tures more  or  less  rest  upon  it.  The  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  among  the  most  delightful  as  well  as  honor- 
able pursuits  of  life,  has  claims  to  encouragement. 
In  this  state  we  are  peculiarly  an  agricultural  peo- 
ple, and  if  pains  were  taken  to  introduce  among  our 
farmers,  the  improvements  which  modern  discovery 
is  bringing  to  light,  and  to  hold  out  those  rewards  for 
honorable  competition,  so  indispensable  to  rouse  the 
energy  and  pride  of  man,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
our  condition,  as  a people,  would  be  greatly  advanc- 
ed. Experience  has  sufficiently  shown  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  farmer  is  not  to  be  judged  by  the 
number  of  his  acres,  but  by  the  facility  and  skill 
with  which  he  cultivates  them.  Public  attention  is 
awakening  to  this  subject  abroad,  and  I hope  to  see 
a corresponding  spirit  with  us.  The  final  report  on 
the  geology  of  this  state,  by  professor  Rogers,  is 
completed.  I have  been  furnished  with  the  volume, 
and  the  edition  is,  I presume,  ready  for  delivery. 

I hope  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  give  this  volume  a 
general  circulation.  It  will  answer  little. purpose, 
unless  it  be  put  within  the  rpach  of  the  people. 
This  subject  being  now  completed,  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  seconding  the  wishes  of 
many  of  the  people  of  the  state,  by  making  an  agri- 
cultural survey.  I believe  that  a respectable  agent 
might  be  procured  at  this  time,  possessing  great  ex- 
perience, acquired  from  the  same  employment  in 
other  states. 

I enclose  a report  of  the  commissioners  of  pilotage 
for  New  Jersey.  Serious  complaints  were  urged  a 
few  years  since,  whether  with  just  reason  or  not  it 
is  no  part  of  my  purpose  here  to  inquire,  in  reference 
to  the  pilotage  of  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  the 
loss  of  the  Mexico  w ith  an  hundred  souls,  from  the 
want  of  a pilot,  finally  aroused  public  attention  to 
the  subject.  The  number  of  pilots-  employed  was 
found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  harbor, 
and  it  was  alleged  that  in  the  absence  of  competi- 
tion, there  was  a want  of  energy  among  them. 
Congress,  by  the  act  of  1839,  authorised  comman- 
ders of  vessels  coming  into  or  going  out  of  any  port 
situated  upon  the  waters  which  formed  the  bounda- 
ry between  two  states,  to  employ  any  pilot  duly 
licensed  under  the  laws  of  either  state.  Under  a 
law  of  this  state,  passed  the  same  year  with  the 
act  of  congress,  commissioners  of  pilotage  were 
appointed,  most  of  whom  have  a practical  knowledge 
oi  the  subject,  having  themselves  been  commanders 
of  vessels.  They  organized  a company  of  pilots 
for  this  state,  whose  indefatigable  services  are  enti- 
tled to  high  commendation,  as  are  the  unremitted 
and  gratuitous  services  of  the  commissioners  who 
appointed  them.  At  the  last  session  of  congress, 
an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  repeal  the  act 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  Should  ano- 
ther attempt  be  made  it  ought  to  be  resisted  by  every 
friend  of  humanity.  Competition  should  be  encou- 
raged, and  I cannot  believe  that  the  country  will 
ever  consent  again  that  an  exclusive  privilege  in  this 
business  should  be  conferred  either  upon  citizens  of 
New  York  or  New  Jersey. 

The  report  of  the  quarter  master  general,  showr- 
ing  the  number  and  condition  of  the  arms,  equip- 
ments and  camp  equipage  belonging  to  the  state, 
accompanies  this  communication;  and  you  are  in- 
vited to  visit  the  arsenal  that  you  may  the  bet- 
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ter  appreciate  the  care  necessary  for  tiieir  preserva- 
tion. 

I also  enclose  a report  from  the  keeper  of  the 
state  prison.  Experience  serves  to  show  the  wis- 
dom of  the  system  of  solitary  imprisonment  which 
we  have  adopted.  It  possesses  at  least  the  advan- 
tage over  that  which  it  supercedes — that  it  precludes 
any  intercourse  among  the  prisoners,  and  thereby 
prevents  the  hardened  criminal  from  contaminating 
those  less  accustomed  to  crime;  but  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  punishment  is  severe.  It 
affects  the  health,  and  I tear  in  some  instances,  the 
minds  of  the  prisoners.  As  the  object  of  this  pu- 
nishment is  not  to  impair  life,  or  reason  or  health, 
but,  if  possible,  to  reclaim  the  criminal  and  deter 
others  from  the  commission  of  crime,  it  should  al- 
ways be  tempered  with  mercy.  The  time  tor 
which  many  are  sentenced  has  always  appeared  to 
me  too  long.  Solitary  confinement  lor  five  years  is 
equal  to  ten  years  imprisonment  under  the  old  sys- 
tem. There  are  some  who  were  sentenced  under 
the  former  system,  now  undergoing  the  severe  pu- 
nishment of  the  present.  The  applications  for  pardon 
have  become  from  these  causes,  more  numerous; 
and  cases  of  individual  hardship  are  pressed  with 
some  reason  upon  the  pardoning  power.  Some 
modification  in  the  penal  code  might  I think  be 
made  to  advantage.  The  frequent  exercise  of  the 
pardoning  power  is  attended  with  danger  to  the 
public  peace,  and  the  necessity  for  its  exercise  should 
if  possible  be  avoided.  Some  improvement  in  the 
mode  of  heating  the  prison,  and  some  remedy  for 


the  dampness  which  affects  the  health  of  the  pri- 
soners is  indispensably  demanded. 

The  embarrassment  of  the  times  and  the  diffusion 
of  a more  liberal  spirit  among  men,  have  drawn 
public  attention  to  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for 
debt.  It  is,  I know,  a delicate  and  difficult  ques- 
tion. In  several  of  ttie  states  it  has  been  abolished 
altogether,  and  our  present  limit  law  renders  it  a 
mere  form.  The  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  is  so 
readily  obtained  that  it  atfords  to  the  creditor  very 
slender  protection.  It  may  embarrass  for  a time  an 
honest  debtor,  but  will  not  oblige  the  fraudulent 
bankrupt  to  give  up  his  property.  My  own  opinion 
has  ever  been  that  for  debt  alone  in  the  absence  of 
all  fraud,  creditors  should  not  have  the  power  to  de- 
prive a citizen  of  his  personal  liberty.  Should  you 
think  it  expedient  to  modify  the  present  law  on  this 
subject,  it  will  be  your  incumbent  duty  to  afford  the 
creditor  other  and  more  summary  facilities  for  ob- 
taining his  just  demands  from  the  property  of  his 
debtor. 

Alterations  in  the  constitution  of  government 
under  which  a people  have  lived  long  and  happily, 
should  be  made  with  caution  and  jealousy.  That 
of  New  Jersey  is  among  the  oldest  written  consti- 
tutions in  the  world.  It  was  adopted  on  the  2d  day 
of  July,  1776,  and  is,  therefore,  two  days  older  than 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  contains  at  least 
one  feature  which  I think  might  be  advantageously 
changed.  I refer  to  the  provision  which  unites  the 
offices  of  chancellor  and  governor  in  the  same  per- 
son. The  increase  of  business  in  the  court  of  chan- 


cery has  been  so  great  that  it  now  requires  the 
whole  attention  of  the  chancellor,  and  the  nature  of 
his  duties  calls  for  permanency  in  the  officer.  Under 
the  present  constitution,  as  it  now  stands,  no  man 
ever  has,  or  ever  can,  fill  the  office  of  governor,  un- 
less educated  to  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  it 
would  be  no  surprising  circumstance  if  others  of 
our  fellow  citizens  should  feel  a just  pride  to  fill  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  of  their  state. 
I make  this  suggestion  from  no  personal  considera- 
tions, but  because  experience  has  satisfied  me  of  its 
fitness  and  propriety.  If  a party  question  should 
be  made  of  it,  I would  not  favor  a change,  for  I hold 
it  to  be  an  undeniable  principle  that  no  people  alter 
their  constitution  which  is  to  stand  through  all  par- 
ties by  any  parly  vote. 

Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  express  my  deep  sense 
of  obligation  for  the  kindness  and  confidence  which 
the  people  of  New  Jersey  have  ever  manifested  to- 
wards me,  and  which  has  been  so  signally  exhibited 
in  the  recent  election.  Called  by  their  pleasure  to 
fill  a station  always  arduous  and  responsible,  and 
especially  so  in  a season  of  great  political  excite- 
ment, I have  known  no  other  path  of  duty  than  to 
stand  by  the  rights  of  the  state,  and  to  be  governed 
and  guided  by  tier  laws  and  constitution.  May  that 
Providence  in  whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  na- 
tions as  well  as  individuals,  perpetuate  the  blessings 
of  freedom  to  them  and  to  their  children. 

WM.  PENNINGTON. 

Trenton,  October  27,  1840. 
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1833. 

1836. 

official  list  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

[ Jeffersonian  Republican . 

Congress. 

Governor. 

President. 

V.  B. 

W. 

V.  B. 

W. 

V. 

B. 

W. 
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—A 
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, 

t 

-A s 

counties.  Reynolds.  Clark.  Murmaduke.  Bogy. 

Aliller.  Edwards.  Sibley.  Samuels. 

V.  B. 

liar. 

Porter. 

Ritner. 

V.  B. 

Har. 

Audrain 

156 

146 

155 

140 

154 

154 

141 

142 

Adams, 

1,550 

2,119 

1,535 

3,310 

1,186 

1,520 

Barry 

409 

57 

406 

44 

412 

402 

33 

38 

Armstrong, 

1,478 

1,169 

2,781 

1,510 

1,528 

1,014 

Benton 

406 

114 

409 

105 

413 

410 

106 

102 

Alleghany, 

4,287 

6,831 

4,505 

6,033 

3,074 

3,623 

Boone 

595 

1,058 

569 

1,035 

667 

567 

1,041 

1,042 

Beaver, 

1,821 

2,527 

1,931 

2,457 

1,075 

2,077 

Buchanan 

919 

183 

935 

167 

938 

940 

158 

191 

Bedford, 

2,507 

2,652 

2,475 

2,387 

1,587 

1,920 

Callaway 

691 

891 

674 

888 

680 

679 

890 

893 

Berks,* 

4,033 

— 

7,101 

3,215 

4,967 

1,584 

C.  Girardeau 

822 

516 

822 

499 

817 

815 

499 

499 

Bradford, 

2,743 

2,411 

2,420 

2,219 

1,462 

1,531 

Carroll 

204 

156 

211 

135 

214 

214 

129 

137 

Bucks, 

4,389 

4,411 

4,553 

4,147 

3,081 

3,289 

Chariton 

378 

233 

379 

211 

382 

381 

210 

210 

Butler, 

1,596 

1,973 

1,653 

1,700 

1,008 

1,166 

Clay 

520 

615 

519 

613 

508 

514 

606 

635 

Cambria, 

858 

697 

844 

762 

450 

554 

Clinton 

272 

134 

246 

126 

261 

261 

130 

145 

Centre, 

2,091 

1,466 

2,589 

1,467 

1,809 

924 

Cole 

886 

310 

887 

268 

916 

860 

248 

270 

Chester, 

4,824 

5,449 

4,527 

4,971 

3,277 

3,921 

Crawford 

250 

243 

250 

236 

254 

23S 

240 

233 

Clearfield, 

744 

466 

792 

474 

499 

284 

Clark 

227 

238 

232 

229 

233 

230 

231 

231 

Clinton, 

700 

552 

New 

county. 

Cooper 

723 

787 

719 

783 

721 

719 

781 

782 

Columbia, 

2,493 

1,295 

2,616 

1,088 

1,634 

555 

Caldwell 

135 

74 

136 

75 

134 

133 

74 

77 

Crawford, 

2,640 

2,175 

2,304 

1,957 

1,614 

1,232 

Davis 

255 

147 

255 

129 

255 

258 

120 

125 

Cumberland, 

2,626 

2,440 

2,743 

2,316 

1,894 

1,696 

Franklin 

572 

430 

558 

427 

576 

575 

426 

423 

Clarion, 

1,329 

610 

New  county. 

Gasconade 

644 

174 

647 

159 

654 

642 

159 

157 

Dauphin, 

2,138 

2,651 

2,165 

2,843 

1 ,372 

1,993 

Greene 

462 

-129 

469 

105 

470 

460 

107 

107 

Delaware, 

1,369 

1,963 

1,263 

1,731 

1,030 

1,224 

Howard 

892 

785 

891 

777 

894 

895 

768 

769 

Erie, 

1,846 

3,146 

1,665 

2,747 

1,312 

2,134 

Jackson 

776 

335 

755 

318 

759 

750 

332 

335 

Fayette, 

2,894 

2,527 

2,788 

1,984 

2,102 

1,747 

Jefferson 

367 

307 

366 

302 

367 

365 

302 

303 

Franklin, 

2,S34 

3,356 

2,815 

2,560 

2,155 

2,575 

Johnson 

390 

197 

378 

180 

395 

392 

182 

184 

Greene, 

1,863 

1,159 

1,840 

1,109 

1,138 

915 

Lafayette 

442 

467 

442 

465 

439 

441 

561 

463 

Huntingdon, 

2,291 

3,570 

2,761 

3,687 

1,340 

2,628 

Lewis 

532 

488 

542 

460 

537 

634 

466 

465 

Indiana, 

936 

1,411 

1,262 

1,723 

692 

1,469 

Livingston 

411 

277 

384 

247 

406 

403 

238 

237 

Jefferson, 

596 

303 

591 

421 

244 

229 

Lincoln 

597 

487 

597 

477 

601 

597 

478 

476 

Juniata, 

1,004 

874 

1,049 

863 

627 

596 

Linn 

217 

77 

210 

56 

219 

216 

55 

56 

Lancaster, 

4,679 

8,3S8 

5,503 

8,558 

4,144 

6,250 

Madison 

293 

136 

284 

132 

287 

282 

123 

1 IS 

Lebanon, 

1,324 

1,874 

1,553 

2,228 

1,168 

1,487 

Marion 

563 

840 

560 

826 

565 

558 

825 

825 

Lehigh, 

2,289 

1,996 

2,460 

2,349 

1,987 

1,784 

Macon 

458 

305 

459 

243 

464 

456 

231 

282 

Luzerne, 

3,607 

2,664 

3,132 

2,592 

2,008 

1,415 

Monroe 

618 

760 

613 

747 

614 

612 

742 

743 

Lycoming, 

1,780 

1,366 

2,541 

2,146 

1,705 

938 

Montgomery 

230 

343 

229 

342 

229 

229 

342 

342 

McKean, 

307 

211 

219 

127 

150 

85 

Morgan 

450 

166 

451 

115 

451 

447 

116 

114 

Mercer, 

2,297 

2,887 

2,326 

2,935 

1,253 

1,991 

Miller 

327 

28 

378 

23 

308 

330 

21 

22 

Monroe, 

879 

152 

1,223 

366 

796 

166 

New  Madrid 

171 

375 

165 

376 

169 

165 

363 

345 

Montgomery, 

4,507 

3,704 

4.553 

3,748 

3,446 

2,409 

Newton 

532 

119 

534 

113 

530 

532 

114 

114 

Mifflin, 

1,254 

1,174 

1,277 

1,109 

917 

748 

Perry 

364 

313 

363 

341 

363 

363 

339 

340 

Northumberland, 

1,914 

1,136 

2,144 

1,164 

1,421 

721 

Pettis 

257 

168 

266 

149 

262 

263 

147 

147 

Northampton, 

3,016 

2,145 

3,633 

2,566 

2,378 

1,426 

Pike 

767 

761 

770 

755 

773 

771 

753 

756 

Philadelphia  city 

4,631 

7,136 

3,156 

7,203 

3,028 

5,747 

Platte 

1,007 

364 

998 

342 

1,011 

1,005 

351 

371 

Philadelphia  co. 

12,619 

10,043 

10,157 

9,299 

7,957 

6,536 

Polk 

804 

186 

784 

164 

786 

779 

168 

165 

Perry, 

1,681 

828 

1,916 

883 

1,107 

473 

Pulaski 

617 

115 

566 

106 

609 

607 

108 

110 

Pike, 

407 

95 

526 

117 

358 

50 

Randolph 

490 

542 

485 

529 

489 

480 

529 

537 

Potter, 

306 

148 

276 

68 

162 

62 

Ralls 

403 

448 

397 

448 

403 

393 

443 

445 

Susquehanna, 

1,975 

1,365 

1,530 

1,264 

1,145 

856 

Ray 

597 

399 

598 

395 

602 

599 

392 

395 

Schuylkill, 

2,010 

1,413 

2,271 

1,508 

1,380 

6S7 

Ripley 

355 

25 

352 

18 

361 

361 

19 

19 

Somerset, 

"819 

2,070' 

"883 

2,244 

511 

1,905 

Rives 

359 

265 

373 

247 

358 

349 

246 

250 

Tioga, 

1,526 

822 

1,443 

594 

1,027 

400 

St.  Francis 

206 

235 

207 

229 

206 

205 

225 

224 

Union, 

1,444 

2,311 

1,595 

2,268 

1,143 

1,328 

Ste.  Genev’e 

254 

250 

250 

253 

254 

254 

246 

249 

Venango, 

1,007 

679 

1,765 

828 

967 

600 

St.  Charles 

507 

640 

50S 

637 

510 

509 

600 

638 

Warren, 

922 

835 

700 

542 

498 

254 

St.  Louis 

1,611 

2,392 

1,613 

2,380 

1,625 

1,615 

2,368 

2,378 

Westmoreland, 

4,252 

2,121 

4,561 

2,315 

2,878 

1,726 

Saline 

351 

374 

366 

354 

347 

347 

369 

370 

Wayne, 

1,029 

608 

1,062 

538 

724 

340 

Scott 

507 

223 

493 

214 

514 

508 

205 

206 

Washington, 

3,712 

4,045 

3,461 

3,528 

2,445 

2,805 

Shelby 

217 

238 

214 

236 

213 

214 

233 

236 

York, 

3,711 

3,248 

4,196 

3,257 

2,756 

2,005 

Stoddard 

309 

51 

274 

57 

261 

183 

000 

000 

Taney 

252 

20 

253 

16 

264 

248 

0Q0 

000 

130,392 

125,747 

133,550 

126,029 

91,475 

87,111 

Van  Buren 

436 

185 

422 

167 

424 

406 

156 

178 

125,747 

126,029 

87,111 

Washington 

548 

553 

546 

552 

551 

549 

546 

546 

— 

Warren 

272 

277 

271 

274 

273 

271 

272 

272 

V.  B.  tuaj. 

4,615 

V.  B.  inaj. 

7,521 

V.  B.  maj. 

4,364 

Wayne 

343 

31 

338 

30 

342 

342 

28 

28 

'No  opposition  ticket  in  Berks  county. 


Total 


29,625  22,212  29,422  21,469  29,721  29,382  21,235  21,646 
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Members  of  the  legislature. 

The  first  named  is  the  senator.  Those  marked 
with  * are  whigs. 

Appling. — Robertson;  Johnson. 

Baker. — Holmes;  Keaton. 

Baldwin — Williams;*  Hammond,  McCombs. 

Bibb — Bullock;*  Brown,*  Chappell,*  Howard. 
Bryan — Sol.  Smith;*  Linder.* 

Bulloch — Cone;  tie. 

Burke — Harris;*  Evans,*  Carswell,*  Mulkey.* 
Bults — Lindsey;  Lawson,  Sanders. 

Camden — Hopkins;  Duiour,  Atkinson. 

Campbell — Camp;  Beavers,  Carlton. 

Carroll — Boggess;  Espy,  Rogers. 

Cass — Hamilton;  Hudgins,  Pitts. 

Cobb — Guess;  Mays,  Morris. 

Chatham — Gordon;  Anderson,  Millen,  Stone,  Stiles. 
Cherokee — McConwell;  Ford,  Hunter. 

Clarke — Vincent;*  Moore,*  Richardson,*  Stroud.* 
Columbia — Dawson;*  Jones,*  Robertson,*  Burt.* 
Coweta — tie;  Bell,*  Cook,*  Lee. 

Crawford — Walker;  Crutchfield,  Turner. 

Chattooga — Carnron;  Ellis. 

Dade — Rainey;  Tanner. 

Decatur. — O’Neale;*  Chestei,*  Hines.* 

DeKalb — DiamanH;  Murphey,  Palmer,  Collier. 
Dooly — Graham;  Potter,  Farnell. 

Early — Speigbf;  Wilson,  Sheffield. 

Effingham — Walthour;*  McGahan.* 

Elbert — Christian;*  Craft,*  Warren,*  Park.* 
Emanuel — Swain;  Summer. 

Fayette — Heflin;  Brown,  Dixon. 

Floyd — Waters;  Liddle,  Shropshire. 

Franklin — Morris;  Anderson,  Mitchell,  Jones. 
Forsyth — Hammond;  Green,  Ewen. 

Gilmer — Christian;  Price. 

Greene — Slocks;*  Daniel,*  Rea,*  Credille.* 
Gwinnett — Loveless;  Read,  Pitman,*  Martin.* 
Glynn — Dart;*  King.* 

Habersham — Kinizy;  Sanford,  Barclay,  Wales.* 
Hall — Dunagan;  Hardage,  Thompson,  Roberts. 
Hancock — Gondei;*  Thomas,*  Hudson,*  Hitch- 
cock.* 

Harris — Kennon;*  Jones,*  Osborne,*  Williams.* 
Henry — Cox;*  Davis,*  Dodson,*  Bentley.* 
Houston — Holmes;*  Hampton,*  Bryan,*  Brown.* 
Heard — Crosby;  Dawson,  Johnson.* 

Irwin — Young;  McDuffie. 

Jackson — Mays;  Chandler,  McMillen,  Webb. 
Jasper— Glover;*  White,*  Preston,*  Robinson. 
Jefferson — Stapleton;*  Bigham,*  Cavenab.* 

Jones — Goddard;*  Hardeman,*  Lowe,*  Franks.* 
Laurens — Wright;*  Robinson,*  Ashley.* 

Lee — Janes;*  Foard.* 

Liberly — Spencer;*  Maxwell,*  Harrington.* 
Lowndes — Knight;*  Waldhour,*  Sermons.* 
Lincoln— Moore;*  Hagerman,*  Hardy.* 

Lumpkin — McAffee;  Gathrigh+,  Hibbert. 

Macon — Bryan;*  Wliigham,*  Greene.* 
Montgomery — Creech;*  McCiimmon.* 

Madison — Culberson;  Whitworth,*  Nash,*  tie. 
Marion — Minter;*  Whigham,*  Hall. 

McIntosh — McDonald;  Stewart,  Lefils. 

Meriwether — Reeves;  Towles,  Daik,  Reeves.* 
Monroe — Reid;*  Black,*  Jordan,*  O’Neal,*  Jones.* 
Morgan — Floyd;*  Foster,*  Martin,*  Mann.* 
Murray — Bishop;  Holcombe,  Morris. 

Muscogee — Calhoun;*  Flournoy,*  Chipley,*  Alex- 
ander,* Sapp.* 

Newton— Williamson;*  Reynolds,*  Loyall,*  Harde- 
man.* 

Oglethorpe — Thomas;*  Crawford,*  Hubbard,*  Da- 
venport.* 

Paulding — Jones;*  Pryor.* 

Pike — Adams;  Neal,  White,  Greene. 

Putnam — Griggs;*  Shaw,*  Harrison,*  Lynch.* 
Pulaski — Bostwick;  Whitfield,  Boothe. 

Rabun — Henley;  Cannon. 

Randolph — Graves;  Harrison,  Hendry. 

Richmond — Miller;*  Crawford,*  Jerkins,*  Rhodes.* 
Scriven — Conner;  Moultiie,  Hotchkiss. 

Stewart — Bryan;*  DeLaunay,*  West,*  Boynton.* 
Sumter — Tomlinson;*  McMath,*  Crawford.* 
Tatnall — Strickland;*  Mann.* 
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Thomas — Blacksheart;*  Daniel,*  McMiilain.* 
Talbot — Smead;*  Dixon,"  Williams,*  Emanuel.* 
Taliaferro — Harris;*  Stephens,*  Chapman.* 
Telfair — Frier;*  McCall.* 

Troup — Beasley;*  Durden,*  Caughtright,*  Tay- 
lor,* Johnson.* 

Twiggs — Smith;  Fitzpatrick,  Tarver. 

Union — Jameson;  Welborne. 

Upson — Goode;*  Trayler,*  Meadows,*  Walker.* 
Walton — Echols;  Stroud,  Harrison,  Moon. 

Warren — Harris;*  Anderson,*  May,*  Darden.* 
Washington — Warthen;*  Long,*  Flournoy,*  Be- 
thea.* 

Wayne — Wiggins;*  Bryan. 

Wilkes — Anderson;*  Toombs,*  Wingfield,*  Woo- 
ten.* 

Wilkinson — Beall;  Murphy,  Hatcher. 

Ware — Strickland;*  Stuart.* 

Walker — Thompson;  Smith,  Dickson. 

OHIO. 

Popular  vote.  For  the  satisfaction  of  our  friends 
at  a distance,  we  insert  a corrected  table  of  majorities 
for  governor  at  our  late  election.  It  may  be  relied 
upon  as  nearly  correct,  although  the  returns  from 
some  of  the  counties  are  not  official. 

[ Ohio  Stale  Jour. 
1840.  1838. 
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Adams, 

215 

689 

1,002 

Allen, 

114 

543 

602 

Athens, 

607 

1,086 

732 

Ashtabula, 

2,630 

2,048 

738 

Butler, 

1,134 

1,459 

2,948 

Belmont, 

389 

2,221 

2,670 

Brown, 

152 

1,190 

1,547 

Carroll, 

62 

1,455 

1,495 

Clermont, 

352 

1,603 

2,006 

Coin  mbiana, 

201 

2,799 

3,519 

Coshocton, 

274 

1,232 

1,840 

Champaign, 

731 

1,412 

1,040 

Clark, 

1,344 

1,597 

762 

Clinton, 

781 

1,013 

939 

Crawford, 

225 

626 

948 

Cuyahoga, 

1,066 

2,450 

1,751 

Delaware, 

625 

1,770 

1,668 

Darke, 

155 

754 

803 

Erie, 

Franklin, 

193 

875 

2,009 

1,672 

Fairfield, 

990 

1,633 

2,717 

Fayette, 

319 

761 

744 

Gallia, 

704 

989 

388 

Greene, 

1,000 

1,545 

1,031 

Geauga, 

1,340 

2,330 

1,554 

Guernsey, 

291 

1,933 

2,090 

Harrison, 

191 

1,657 

1,788 

Haidin, 

135 

225 

251 

Henry, 

6 

118 

98 

Highland, 

147 

1,415 

1,649 

Holmes, 

765 

772 

1,438 

Huron, 

5S6 

2,566 

2,366 

Hamilton, 

21 

4,366 

4,717 

Hancock, 

407 

505 

829 

Hocking, 

271 

298 

784 

Jackson, 

40 

492 

649 

Jefferson, 

33 

1,865 

2,372 

Knox, 

466 

1,922 

2,645 

Lucas, 

406 

763 

463 

Lawrence, 

512 

762 

316 

Lake, 

Licking, 

1,110 

227 

2,218 

3,162 

Logan, 

655 

1,150 

750 

Lorain, 

510 

1,628 

1,502 

Marion, 

120 

936 

934 

Meigs, 

544 

669 

337 

Miami, 

915 

1,644 

1,101 

Monroe, 

9S5 

418 

1,420 

Morgan, 

159 

962 

1,550 

Muskingum, 

1,293 

3.174 

2,532 

Medina, 

315 

1,648 

1,295 

Madison, 

563 

695 

507 

Mercer, 

783 

276 

443 

Montgomery, 

157 

2,54S 

2,787 

Ottawa, 

Pike 

53 

55 

454 

591 

Putnam, 

184 

227 

361 

Perry, 

685 

928 

1,718 

Pickaway, 

356 

1.592 

1,712 

Portage, 

424 

3,252 

3,051 

Preble, 

Paulding, 

873 

50 

1,761 

1,198 

Richland, 

1,443 

1,852 

3,363 

Ross, 

872 

2,344 

2,026 

Summit, 

810 

Scioto, 

631 

830 

603 

Stark, 

525 

2,217 

3,147 

Seneca, 

161 

959 

1,172 

Shelby, 

in 

721 

813 

Sandusky, 

91 

724 

834 

Trumbull, 

616 

3,356 

3,269 

Tuscarawas, 

364 

1,644 

1,631 

Union, 

326 

614 

468 

Vanwert, 

84 

57 

58 

Wood, 

63 

543 

338 

Warren, 

1,121 

1,718 

1,019 

Washington, 

467 

1,384 

1,264 

Wayne, 

778 

1,841 

3,057 

Williams, 

15 

233 

300 

102,136 

107,884 

FLORIDA. 

Tallahassee,  October  20. 

More  Indian  depredations.  A party  of  Indians 
showed  themselves  at  col.  Gamble’s  plantation  at 
Welaunee,  in  JeiFerson  county,  on  Saturday  last. 
They  fired  upon  a negro  man,  wounding  him  in  the 
hand,  who  effected  his  escape.  They  took  a negro 
woman,  and  forced  her  to  accompany  them.  But 
being  surprised  by  meeting  a party  of  whites,  they 
tied  precipitately,  and  the  woman  etfected  her  es- 
cape. The  humbugs  were  some  few  miles  distant, 
watching  the  progress  of  the  election.  [Star. 

Voting  by  force  of  arms.  In  nearly  every  pre- 
cinct in  Middle  Florida  troops  under  the  command 
of  the  bold  brigadier,  and  the  civil  major,  were  sent 
up  to  the  polls  to  vote.  The  brigadier  himself  we 
understand,  attended  one  of  the  precincts  in  Jeffer- 
son,  with  all  the  forces  he  could  muster.  They 
were  all  withdrawn  from  the  protection  of  the  set- 
tlements, for  the  purpose  of  storming  the  polls. — 
The  same  night,  the  Indians  attacked  a settlement 
in  the  same  county,  some  ten  miles  off,  fired  upon 
Mr.  Manning  as  he  stood  in  the  door  of  his  house, 
but  fortunately  missed  him.  He  together  with  his 
family  fled  through  the  back  door  and  escaped.  The 
house  was  plundered  and  provision,  clothing  and 
money,  and  much  property  carried  olf.  Had  the 
brigadier  been  attending  to  his  duty — that  of  scout- 
ing for  Indians — this  would  not  have  happened. 

The  troops  under  the  orders  of  the  civil  major, 
who  is  himself  a candidate  for  a seat  in  the  senate, 
were  principally  distributed  through  the  counties  of 
Leon  and  Gadsden.  In  some  precincts  they  were 
permitted  to  vote,  in  others  they  were  driven  from 
the  polls.  The  people  were  generally  indignant  at 
the  insult  offered  to  (heir  rights. 

We  are  informed  that  at  the  precinct  at  Chattahoo- 
chie,  in  Gadsden  county,  about  GO  of  them  marched 
up,  and  on  their  votes  being  challenged,  undertook 
to  take  forcible  possession  of  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
threatened  to  vote  as  much  as  they  pleased — whether 
the  judges  liked  it  or  not!  Though  few  in  number, 
the  people  of  Chattahoochee,  proved  a match  for 
double  the  number  of  the  major’s  civil  troops.  It 
is  said  that  in  this  company,  they  have  not  ten  guns 
in  the  camp  that  will  shoot.  Five  Indians  might 
run  the  whole  of  them,  and  take  their  baggage.  In 
fact  it  has  never  been  contemplated  that  they  would 
have  any  success  in  operating  against  Indians — they 
were  raised  to  carry  the  elections , and  assist  the  loco 
focos  in  maintaining  themselves  in  office.  They 
have  neither  arms  nor  ammunition,  discipline,  or 
respect  for  their  leaders — humbugs,  officers  and 
men.  [Tallahassee  Star  Oct.  20. 

Indian  murders  and  depredations  are  going  on 
with  increased  activity  throughout  Florida.  The 
humbugs  have  opened  the  campaign,  not  against 
the  Indians,  hut  in  electioneering  for  office  for  the 
tall  bugs  of  their  concern.  Since  the  brilliant  dis- 
play on  capitol  square  of  the  26th  ult.  no  evidence 
of  the  whereabouts  of  the  brigadier,  has  been  furnish- 
ed in  the«e  parts.  His  army  of  1 5:)0  men  make 
but  an  exceeding  small  trail,  through  the  prairies  or 
hammocks.  Not  the  tap  of  the  drum  or  the  report 
of  their  rifles,  has  yet  started  the  Indian  from  his 
work  of  robbery  ami  murder.  But  the  truth  is,  the 
humbugs  are  much  taller  men,  and  loom  much  larger 
iu  the  neighborhood  of  grogeries,  and  in  civil  rows, 
than  they  do  in  the  hammocks,  or  the  presence  of 
Indians.  [Tallahassee  Star,  Sept.  22. 

Why  has  not  governor  Reid  made  some  disposi- 
tion of  his  1,500  men,  who  are  to  give  peace  to  the 
country,  “and  put  t he  frontier  in  a better  state  of 
security,”  so  that  Washington  county  may  have 
some  of  their  services?  Another  dreadful  murder 
occurred  on  the  Eeonfiua  river,  in  that  county,  on 
the  10th  inst.  The  enemy  entered  the  house  of  Mr. 
Jones  at  10  o’clock  in  the  day,  plundered  and  burnt 
his  dwelling,  after  murdering  his  wife  and  an  infant 
in  her  arms.  The  St.  Joseph’s  Times  justly  asks, 
where  are  the  1,500  men  raised  for  the  protection  of 
Florida?  If  these  men  were  employed  constantly 
on  the  look  out  for  the  enemv,  they  might  possibly 
find  them.  [St.  Augustine  News. 

A delegation  of  Indian  chiefs.  The  ship  Harbin- 
ger, was  to  have  sailed  from  New  Orleans  on  the 
23d  inst.  for  Tampa  Bay,  having  on  board  a delega- 


tion of  Seminole  Indians,  mostly  influential  chiefs 
of  those  who  emigrated  some  time  since,  who  are 
on  their  way  to  Florida,  under  the  charge  of  capt. 
John  Page,  of  the  army,  with  the  object  of  disabus- 
ing their  brethren,  who  still  persist  jin  carrying  on 
the  war  in  that  country,  of  their  erroneous  ideas  of 
the  new  home  assigned  them  in  the  west,  and  of  in- 
ducing them,  if  possible,  to  lay  down  their  arms  and 
emigrate  also.  They  are  quite  sanguine  of  success, 
and  so  far  as  their  own  relatives  and  friends  are  con- 
cerned, very  much  so.  The  H.  had  on  board  for 
Tampa  Bay,  a detachment  of  the  3d  regiment  U.  S. 
infantry,  composed  of  four  companies  commanded 
by  maj.  W.  G.  Belknap,  which  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  17th  from  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 

Troops  for  Florida.  A part  of  the  8th  regiment 
United  States  infantry  arrived  at  St.  Augustine 
about  the  17th.  The  regiment,  in  full  strength,  is 
to  concentrate  at  Tampa  Bay,  under  colonel  Worth. 
150  dragoons  under  the  command  of  captain  Fulton, 
and  lieutenants  Sibley  and  Thayer,  and  140  infan- 
try, with  lieutenants  Penrose,  Field  and  Smith,  also 
arrived  at  St.  Augustine.  The  armistice  entered 
into  for  30  days,  by  Alectuslenuggee  and  gen.  Armis- 
tead  is  confirmed,  and  Alec  and  his  followers  were 
to  be  in  on  the  20lh  to  hold  the  talk,  which  will 
probably  be  attended  before  its  close  by  the  deputa- 
tion of  chiefs  which  left  New  Orleans  lor  Tampa 
Bay  on  the  23d.  * 1 

The  St.  Augustine  News  learns  that  brigadier  ge- 
neral Atkinson  was  striken  with  paralysis,  and  says 
there  is  but  little  probability  of  his  ever  bein°-  able 
again  to  take  the  field. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES.  # 

GENERAL  HARRISON  ON  DUELLING. 

Noith  Bend,  April  7 Hi,  1838. 

You  ask  my  opinion  “of  the  code  of  honor  which 
decides  controversies  by  a resort  to  the  duel.”  I 
comply  with  your  request,  and  would  do  so  more 
readily,  if  I could  suppose  that  any  thing  I could  say 
would  have  any  influence  in  putting  an  end  io  a 
practice  which  is  the  cause  ot  so  much  individual 
distress,  and  violates  so  many  obligations  of  the  most 
sacred  character. 

The  arguments  which  may  be  used  against  duel- 
ling  are  so  obvious,  and  have  been  so  often  urged  by 
persons  much  more  able  to  do  them  justice  than  I am, 
that  I shall  content  myself  with  giving  you  what 
may  be  termed  my  experience  in  matters  of  this 
kind.  And  as  this  certainly  does  not  exhibit  the 
practice  in  a very  fascinating  light,  it  may  perhaps, 
Jiave  a better  effect  than  any  other  mode  of  treating 
the  subject  that  I can  adopt. 

I believe  that  there  were  more  duels  in  the  north- 
western army,  between  the  years  of  1791  and  1795, 
inclusive,  than  ever  look  place  in  the  same  length  of 
time,  ami  among  so  small  a body  of  men  as  compos- 
ed the  commissioned  officers  of  the  army,  either  in 
America  or  any  other  country,  at  least  in  modern 
times.  I became  an  officer  in  the  first  mentioned 
year,  at  so  early  an  age,  that  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
I implicitely  adopted  the  opinions  of  the  older  offi- 
cers, most  of  whom  were  veterans  of  the  revolution, 
upon  this  as  well  as  upon  other  subjects  connected 
with  my  conduct  and  duty  in  the  profession  1 had 
chosen  I believed,  therefore,  in  common  will)  the 
larger  proportion  of  the  officers,  that  no  brave  man 
would  decline  a challenge,  nor  refrain  from  giving 
one,  whenever  he  considered  that  his  rights  or  feel" 
ings  had  been  trespassed  upon.  I must  confess,  too, 
that  I was  not  altogether  free  from  the  opinion  that 
even  honor  might  be  acquired  by  a well  fought  duel. 
Fortunately,  however,  before  I was  engaged  in  a 
duel,  either  as  principal  or  second,  which  terminated 
fatally  to  any  one,  I became  convinced  that  all  my 
opinions  on  the  subject  were  founded  in  error,  and 
none  of  them  more  so  than  that  which  depicted  the 
situation  of  the  successful  duellist  as  either  honora- 
ble or  desirable.  It  could  not  be  honorable,  because 
the  greater  portion  of  that  class  of  mankind  whose 
good  opinion  of  an  individual  confers  honor  upon 
him  were  opposed  to  it.  And  I had  the  best  evidence 
to  believe  that  in  the  grave  of  the  fallen  duellist  was 
frequently  buried  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
survivor;  the  act  which  deprived  the  one  of  exis- 
tence planting  a thorn  in  the  bosom  of  the  other, 
which  would  continue  to  rankle  and  fester  there  to  the 
end  of  his  days.  The  conviction  that  such  was  the 
case  with  men  oi  good  feelings  and  principles,  was 
produced  by  my  witnessing  the  mental  sufferings  of 
an  intimate  and  valued  friend,  by  whose  hand  a wor- 
thy man  had  fallen.  Several  years  had  elapsedfiom 
the  date  of  this  affair  before  I became  acquainted 
with  him. 

We  were  soon  after  associated  in  the  general  staff 
of  the  army,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  two  years  we 
shared  the  same  tent  or  barrack  room,  and  often  the 
same  pallet.  I had  therefore  the  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  agony  he  often  felt  when  his  mind  recurred 
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to  the  event  which  hail  deprived  society  of  a worthy 
member,  and  himself  of  an  esteemed  and  cherished 
acquantance.  Like  the  unhappy  hermit  in  the  tra- 
gedy of  Douglass,  he  appeared  in  his  sleep  “to  hold 
dialogues”  with  the  ghost  of  the  victim,  of  his  supe- 
rior skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  or  more  perfect  self- 
possession,  and  a witness  to  them  might  have  adopted 
the  opinion  of  the  youthful  Norval,  that  the  happier 
lot  was  his  who  had  fallen.  Taking  the  rules  which 
govern  such  matters  as  a criterion,  my  friend  had 
nothing  wherewith  to  accuse  himself.  The  quarrel 
was  indeed  “fastened  on  him.”  Generous  as  brave, 
he  had  done  every  thing  to  induce  the  withdrawal  of 
the  challenge,  and  when,  by  a first  fire,  his  adversary 
was  wounded,  he  anxiously  desired  that  the  affair 
might  there  terminate.  His  proposition  was  reject- 
ed; his  second  shot  was  fatal.  What  an  instructive 
lesson  does  this  story  present  to  him  who  would  re- 
sort to  this  mode  of  settling  a personal  difficulty,  and 
who  possesses  common  sensibility  and  the  principles 
of  humanity  and  honor!  the  sad  alternative,  his  own 
death  or  a subsequent  life  of  bitter  regret  and  sorrow. 
A short  experience  in  the  army  convinced  me  also 
that  fighting  a duel  was  not  an  undoubted  test  of 
true  courage.  I know  instances  of  duels,  ami  desper- 
ate duels,  being  fought  by  men  who  would  not  have 
been  selected,  by  officers  who  knew  them,  to  lead  a 
forlorn  hope.  On  the  contrary,  I possessed  the  most 
positive  testimony  to  prove  that  some  of  the  bravest 
men  would  not  be  engaged  in  an  affair  of  the  kind 
under  any  circumstances. 

I present  you  with  a reminiscence  of  my  early 
military  life.  I introduce  it  not  only  to  sustain  my 
position,  but  from  the  respect  I entertain  for  tiie 
memory  of  a gallant  brother  officer,  long  since  called 
to  receive  in  another  world  his  reward  for  having 
preferred  “the  praise  of  God  to  the  praise  of  men.” 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1793,  lieutenant  Dr  ake, 
of  the  infantry  of  the  second  sub-legion,  received  a 
marked  insult  from  another  officer.  Manifesting  no 
disposition  to  call  him  to  an  account,  some  of  those 
who  wished  him  well,  amongst  whom  I was  one, 
spoke  to  him  on  the  subject,  expressing  our  fears 
that  his  reputation  as  an  officer  would  greally  suffer 
if  he  permitted  such  an  insult  to  pass  unnoticed. 
The  answer  that  he  gave  me  was,  that  he  cared  not 
what  opinions  the  ofiicers  might  form  of  him,  he  was 
determined  to  pursue  his  own  course.  That  course 
was  so  novel  in  the  army  that  it  lost  him,  as  I sup- 
posed it  would,  the  respect  of  nearly  all  the  officers. 
The  ensuing  summer,  however,  gave  Mr.  Drake  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  most  triumphantly  his 
conduct  and  principles.  He  had  been  stationed  in  a 
small  fortress,  which  had  been  erected  by  general 
Wayne  during  the  winter,  upon  the  spot  in  which 
they  had  the  previous  day  deposited  a quantity  of 
provisions,  which  had  been  rendered  remarkable  by 
the  defeat  of  general  St.  Claii’s  army  three  days  be- 
fore. The  garrison  consisted  of  a single  rifle  com- 
pany and  thirty  infantry,  and  of  the  latter  Di  ake  was 
the  immediate  commander.  In  the  beginning  of 
July,  1794,  a detachment  of  the  army,  consisting  of 
several  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  major 
McMahon,  being  encamped  near  the  fort,  which  they 
had  escorted  from  the  cantonment  of  the  army  at 
Greenville,  were  attacked  early  in  the  morning  by 
upwards  of  three  thousand  Indians.  The  troops 
made  a gallant  resistance,  but,  being  turned  on  both 
flanks,  and  in  danger  of  being  surrounded,  they  re- 
treated to  the  open  ground  around  the  fort. 

From  this  too,  were  they  soon  dislodged  by  the 
overpowering  force  ol  the  enemy;  in  the  retreat  many 
wounded  men  were  in  danger  of  being  left,  which 
being  observed  from  the  fort,  the  commandant,  cap- 
tain Gibson,  directed  his  own  lieutenant  to  take  the 
infantry  (Drake’s particular  command)  and  a portion 
of  the  riflemen,  and  sally  out  to  their  relief.  To 
this  Drake  objected,  and  claimed  the  right  to  com- 
mand his  own  men,  and,  as  a senior  to  the  other 
lieutenant,  his  right  also  to  the  whole  command. 
“O,  very  well,  sir,”  said  the  captain,  “if  such  is 
your  wish,  take  it.”  “It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  do  my 
duty,  and  I will  endeavor  to  do  it,  now  and  at  all 
times.”  was  the  modest  reply  of  Drake.  He  accord- 
ingly sallied  out,  skillully  interposed  his  detachment 
between  the  retreating  troops  and  the  enemy;  open- 
ed upon  them  a hot  fire;  arrested  their  advance,  and 
gave  an  opportunity  to  the  wounded  to  effect  their 
escape,  and  lo  the  bioken  and  retreating  companies 
of  our  troops  to  re-form,  and  again  to  face  the  enemy. 
Throughout  the  whole  affair,  Drake’s  activity,  skill, 
and  extraordinary  self-possession,  were  most  conspi- 
cious.  Tire  enemy,  of  course  observed  it  as  well  as  his 
friends.  The  numerous  shots  directed  at  him,  how- 
ever, like  the  arrows  of  Teucer  aimed  at  the  heart 
of  Hector,  were  turned  aside  by  providential  interfe- 
rence, until  he  bad  accomplished  all  that  he  bad  been 
sent  to  perform.  He  then  received  a ball  through  his 
body  and  fell;  a faithful  corporal  came  to  his  assis- 
tance, and  with  his  aid  he  reached  tire  fort;  and  (hose 
two  were  the  last  of  the  retreating  party  that  enler- 


ed  it;  Drake  made  it  a point  of  honor  that  it  should 
be  so.  Mr.  Drake  was  rendered  unfit  for  duty  for 
a long  time  by  his  wound.  He  had  not,  indeed,  re- 
covered from  it  in  the  summer  of  1796,  when  he 
was  my  guest,  when  in  command  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, (Cincinnati),  on  his  way,  on  furlough,  to  visit 
his  native  state,  Connecticut.  His  friends,  however, 
enjoyed  bis  presence  but  a short  time;  having,  as  I 
understood,  taken  the  yellow  fever  in  passing  through 
Philadelphia,  he  died  in  a few  days  after  he  reached 
his  home. 

I have  yet  another  reminiscence,  the  relation  of 
which  may  serve  the  cause  you  have  so  much  at 
heart: 

An  officer  of  the  army  had  so  often  and  so  unne- 
cessarily wounded  the  feelings  of  anotherof  (he  same 
corps,  the  duties  of  which  made  their  associations 
indispensable,  that  he  considered  himself  bound  to 
demand  satisfaction  in  the  usual  way.  They  met, 
and  the  injured  man  fell,  receiving  a mortal  wound, 
as  it  was  anticipated  he  would,  from  the  superior 
skill  of  his  antagonist  in  the  use  of  the  weapon  which 
they  used.  Being  possessed  of  a high  grade  of  ta- 
lents and  an  amiable  character,  he  had  the  sympathy 
of  all  the  officers.  With  others,  I visited  him  after 
he  had  been  removed  to  his  quarters.  He  express- 
ed a desire  to  see  the  officer  with  whom  he  had 
fought,  and  I was  present  at  the  interview.  I wish 
I could  describe,  as  it  merits,  this  interesting  scene. 
The  circumstances  attending  it  were  so  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  my  mind,  that  they  never  can  be  effa- 
ced as  long  as  memory  holds  its  seat. 

In  the  tent  were  some  half  dozen  officers,  the 
friends  of  the  dying  man,  (for  he  had,  from  his  ami- 
able qualities,  many  and  warm  ones),  exhibiting 
unequivocal  evidence  of  theirsorrow.  Conspicious 
above  the  rest,  and  near  (he  head  of  the  rude  couch, 
was  tiie  manly  form  of  the  commandant  of  the  corps 
to  which  botii  of  the  duellist  belonged,  (the  beau 
ideal  of  chivalrous  valor,  and  the  chevalier  de  Bay- 
ard of  the  army),  endeavoring  to  stifle,  a3  best  he 
could,  the  feelings  whih  agitated  his  bosom.  At  a 
little  distance,  and  iti  full  view  of  the  victim  of  his 

passions,  sat  insensible  ; but  I must  restrain  the 

indignation  which  I still  leel.  He  was  my  brother 
officer — we  shared  together  the  perils  of  a difficult 
war — and,  in  battle,  I know  that  he  did  his  duty — 
and,  whatever  had  been  his  conduct  to  others,  I ne- 
ver had  personally  any  reason  to  complain  of  him. 
But  there  he  sat,  apparently,  at  least,  unaffected  by 
the  mischief  he  had  done,  by  burying  in  an  untime- 
ly grave  a man  who  had  never  injured  him,  whose 
arm  might  be  needed  in  the  pending  decisive  battle, 
with  the  hitherto  triumphant  enemies  of  his  country, 
and  whose  intellect  might  at  some  future  time  have 
been  usefully  employed  in  its  councils.  The  severe 
bodily  pain  which  the  dying  officer  had  for  some  time 
suffered  had  ceased,  and  that  calm  and  ease  succeeded 
which  is  the  unequivocal  harbinger  of  approaching 
death,  and  which  a gracious  Providence  has  provided 
for  the  mortally  wounded  soldier,  to  enable  him  to 
offer  a last  prayer  for  Ins  distant  family,  if  he  has  one, 
or  for  the  pardon  of  his  own  sins.  Turning  his  in- 
telligent eye  upon  his  late  antagonist,  he  mildly  said, 
“he  had  desired  to  see  him  for  the  purpose  of  assur- 
ing him  of  his  sincere  forgiveness — that  he  wished 
him  happiness  in  this  world — and  that,  as  the  means 
of  securing  it,  he  recommended  to  him,  with  the  sin- 
cerity of  a dying  man,  to  endeavor  to  restrain  tile 
violence  of  his  passions,  the  indulgence  of  which 
had  deprived  one  of  life,  who  had  never  injured  him 
in  thought  or  deed. 

You  will  expect  me  to  state  what  effect  the  scenes 
I have  described  had  in  forming  my  own  principles, 
and  governing  my  own  conduct.  I have  already 
slated  an  entire  change  in  my  sentiments  on  tiie 
subject  of  duelling  from  those  which  I entertained 
upon  my  first  entering  tiie  army,  and  for  which  no 
excuse  can  be  offered  but  my  extreme  youth,  and 
(he  bad  examples  continually  before  me.  In  almost 
every  oilier  case,  possessed  of  the  deliberate  opinions 
of  a man,  yon  might  safely  conclude  that  this  con- 
duct would  be  in  conformity  to  them.  But  such, 
alas!  is  not  the  case  with  men  of  Ihe  world  in  rela- 
tion to  the  laws  which  form  the  “code  of  honor.” 
Abstractedly  considered,  they  all  condemn  them, 
while  in  practice  they  adopt  them.  In  all  other  ca- 
ses independent  men  act  from  their  own  conviction, 
but  in  this  case  upon  the  opinion  of  others. 

I acknowledge,  then  that  the  change  of  my  opi- 
nion, which  I have  admitted  in  relation  to  duelling, 
had  no  other  influence  on  my  conduct  than  to  deter- 
mine me  never  to  be  the  aggressor.  But,  although 
resolved  to  offer  no  insult  nor  inflict  any  injury,  I 
was  determined  to  suffer  none.  When  I left  the 
army,  however,  and  retired  to  civil  life,  I considered 
myself  authorised  greatly  to  narrow  the  ground  upon 
which  I would  be  willing  to  resort  to  a personal 
combat.  To  the  determination  which  I had  previ- 
ously made,  to  offer  no  insult  or  inflict  any  injury  to 
give  occasion  to  any  one  to  call  upon  me  in  ttiis 


way — for,  after  witnessing  the  scene  which  I have 
last  described,  tire  wealth  and  honors  of  Ihe  world 
would  not  have  tempted  me  to  level  a pistol  at  the 
breast  of  a man  whom  I had  injured— I resolved  to  dis- 
regard all  remarks  upon  my  conduct,  which  could  not 
be  construed  into  a deliberate  insult,  or  any  injury 
which  did  not  affect  my  reputation  or  the  happiness 
and  peace  of  my  family. 

When  I had  the  honor  to  he  called  upon  to  com- 
mand the  northwestern  army,  recollecting  the  num- 
ber of  gallant  men  that  had  fallen  in  the  former  war, 
in  personal  combat,  I determined  to  use  all  the  au- 
thority and  all  tiie  influence  of  my  station  to  prevent 
the  recurrence.  To  take  away  the  principal  source 
from  which  they  spring,  in  an  address  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania brigade,  at  Sandusky,  1 declared  it  to  be 
my  determination  to  prevent,  by  all  the  means  that 
the  military  laws  placed  in  my  hands,  any  injury, 
or  even  insult  which  should  be  offered  by  the  su- 
perior to  inferior  officers.  I cannot  say  what  in- 
fluence this  course,  upon  my  part,  may  have  pro- 
duced in  the  result.  But  I state  with  pleasure,  that 
there  was  not  a single  duel,  nor,  as  far  as  I know,  a 
challenge  given,  while  I retained  the  command. 

In  relation  to  my  present  sentiments,  a sense  of 
higher  obligalions  than  human  laws  or  human  opi- 
nions can  impose,  has  determined  me  never,  on  any 
occation,  to  accept  a challenge  or  seek  redress  for  a 
personal  injury  by  a resort  to  the  laws  which  com- 
pose the  code  of  honor.  W.  H.  HARRISON. 

Father  Mathew.  The  London  correspon- 
dent of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  has 
the  following  remarks  upon  an  important  subject, 
and  important  passages: 

That  great  and  good  man.  Father  Mathew,  has 
worked  a perfect  miracle  in  Ireland.  Even  the 
most  violent  tory  papers  admit  now  the  wonderful 
effects  of  the  temperance  movement,  hut  at  the 
same  time  they  are  fearful  that  there  is  some  politi- 
cal scheme  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole,  and  that  the 
priests  are  preparing  some  diabolical  affair.  Silly 
and  absurd  as  such  ideas  are,  yet  they  are  enter- 
tained by  many  well  informed  men,  who  notwith- 
standing their  abilities  are  so  fetiererl  by  prejudice 
as  to  believe  that  it  is  as  impossible  for  good  to 
emanate  from  a Catholic  clergyman,  as  for  gold  to 
be  extracted  from  the  basest  of  metals.  However 
opposed  I may  be  to  Catholicism,  I am  bound  to 
admit  the  truly  extraordinary  blessings  which  have 
followed  the  labors  of  this  apostle  of  temperance, 
and  therefore  to  dissent  from  the  opinion  that  he 
has  other  objects  than  those  of  morality  and  sobrie- 
ty. On  the  28th,  he  again  visited  Dublin,  and  ad- 
ministered the  pledge  to  thousands,  but  the  most 
remarkable  feature  in  his  visit  to  the  Irish  metro- 
polis was  his  preaching  at  the  Catholic  cathedral, 
and  lord  Morpeth,  the  secretary  for  Ireland,  with 
the  attorney  general,  and  other  privy  councillors, 
holding  the  plates  at  the  doors  for  a collection  iu 
aid  of  the  temperance  cause.  The  other  day  the 
marquis  of  Lansdowne,  a cabinet  minister,  for- 
warded the  reverend  gentleman  a donation  of  one 
hundred  pounds  for  the  same  purpose.  Invitations 
have  been  specially  forwarded  to  him  to  come  over 
to  England,  and  tile  central  society  in  London  an- 
ticipate that  he  will  comply  with  their  most  fer- 
vent entreaties.  They  express  the  greatest  confi- 
dence in  the  result  of  such  a visit,  believing  that 
there  is  a strong  disposition  on  the  part  of  thou- 
sands in  the  capital  to  join  the  various  temperance 
societies  in  which  it  abounds,  and  which  have  so 
suddenly  started  into  existence,  but  that  they  only 
require  an  excuse  so  to  do.  To  have  taken  the 
pledge  from  Father  Mathew  appears  to  have  been 
a powerful  incentive  to  keep  it,  and  multitudes  are 
now  waiting  to  receive  it  only  from  him.  “Stop 
’till  Father  Mathew  comes,  and  then  I’ll  join”  is 
lepeatedly  to  be  heard,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he 
will  speedily  realise  our  wishes.  The  natives  of 
the  Cocaigne  also,  particularly  the  thousands  of 
gin-drinking  women,  require  his  presence,  admo- 
nitions, exhortations,  influence  and  anathemas. 
The  labor  will  be  found  'most  Herculean,  but  with 
divine  permission,  I have  no  fear  but  that  it  will 
eventually  be  most  happily  and  effectively  accom- 
plished. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 
gen.  jackson’s  reception  in  west  Tennessee, 
oct.  8th,  1S40. 

The  peoples’s  address. 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson — Sir:  This  day  has 
been  dedicated  to  purposes  of  gratitude  and  joy; 
and  the  uncounted  throng  that  stands  before  and 
around  you,  attests  the  presence  both  of  the  one 
and  the  other.  This  vast  assemblage  of  youth  and 
age,  and  of  both  sexes — these  thousand  counte- 
nances beaming  with  delight,  and  the  presence  of 
that  hoary  headed  little  band — that  time-worn  frag- 
ment of  the  revolution,  that  remnant  of  seventy- 
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six — all  must  remind  you  that  the  venerable  tenant 
of  the  Hermitage  is  dear  to  the  breasts  of  this  peo- 
ple. Although  the  mother’s  cry  is  not  now  heard 
as  it  once  was,  calling  on  you  to  come  and  protect 
her  cradle  from  the  ruthless  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife;  although  your  sword  has  forgotten  to  fight  as 
it  once  fought,  and  now  sleeps  quietly  in  its  scab- 
bard; and  although  the  civic  wreath  has  ceased  to 
rest  on  your  brow,  yet  your  name  and  your  ser- 
vices stand  deeply  engraved  in  the  affections  of 
your  countrymen.  These  things  stand  like  a mo- 
nument pointing  to  heaven,  and  will  endure  for- 
ever. They  will  be  treasured  up  in  a faithful  re- 
membrance, and  transmitted  from  generation  to  ge- 
neration, so  long  as  this  state  shall  have  a name,  or 
liberty  a votary  on  earth.  A long  and  eventful 
life  has  passed  over  you — time  has  frosted  your 
hair  and  furrowed  your  brow,  and  that  distinguish- 
ed career  which  God  has  permitted  you  to  run  must 
soon  come  to  a close.  Your  fellow'  citizens  of  West 
Tennessee,  under  a fearful  sense  of  this  truth,  have 
called  you  hither  before  that  sad  hour  comes,  to 
renew  to  you  personally  the  testimonials  of  their 
undying  gratitude  to  the  first  benefactor  of  their 
beloved  state.  They  do  not  fawn  at  the  feet  of  a 
conqueror,  rushing  in  thunder  from  the  Alps,  and 
entering  the  city  in  triumph,  with  a nation  of  serfs 
at  his  heels,  but  they  honor  him  who  in  poverty 
and  boyhood  resisted  oppression — him  who  in  riper 
years  avenged  his  country’s  wrongs,  and  vindicated 
her  honor  in  toil  and  peril  and  blood — him  whose 
lion  hearted  valor  stood  fast  by  that  proud  eagle 
when  war  had  shrouded  our  land  in  the  clouds  of 
battle  and  unveiled  the  night  with  its  fires,  and 
suffered  not  one  stripe  to  be  obliterated  nor  one  star 
erased — him  w ho  has  long  worn,  thick  and  cluster- 
ing around  him,  all  the  honors  which  a grateful  na- 
tion could  bestow,  and  who  has  laid  these  honors 
aside  and  descended  into  the  bosom  of  private  life, 
cheered  and  sustained  by  the  thanks  and  gratitude 
of  a free  people.  This  is  the  man  whom  they  de- 
light to  honor.  And  with  what  measure  of  devo- 
tion will  you  not  thank  God  for  the  circumstances 
of  your  distinguished  and  fortunate  life. 

Look  back  to  your  cradle  and  see  through  what 
you  have  passed;  and  now  that  you  have  ceased 
from  your  labors,  and  your  works  have  followed 
you,  see  what  you  have  done  and  what  you  have 
suffered.  Here  is  a state,  proud  and  talented  and 
powerful,  that  has  gathered  fame  from  her  associa- 
tion with  you,  now  rising  up  to  bless  you,  and 
calling  you  benefactor.  Here  is  a nation  whose 
banner  you  have  borne  unrent  through  many  a 
hard  fought  field,  ready  to  place  you  by  the  side 
of  her  Washington  and  her  Jefferson;  and  that  ban- 
ner, unstained  with  dishonor,  now  floats  in  triumph 
in  every  breeze  and  every  clime;  and  the  proud 
bird  of  Jove  still  holds  out  in  his  beak  the  peaceful 
olive,  and  in  his  talons  the  gleaming  thunderbolt; 
and  wherever  he  flaps  his  wings,  whether  on  the 
wave  or  on  the  mountain  top,  he  is  acknowledged 
the  bird  of  liberty.  These,  sir,  are  some  of  the 
fruits  and  blessings  which  your  long  and  eventful 
life  has  contributed  to  produce.  In  all  this  journey 
heaven  ha3  been  your  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and 
your  pillar  of  fire  by  night — and  that  cloud  and 
that  fire  will  guide  you  yet  safely  through  the  rest 
of  the  wilderness  until  you  reach  that  other  life, 
that  Canaan  which  liesjust  before  you.  Here,  then, 
venerated  man,  while  you  are  amongst  us,  receive 
the  tribute  of  an  unmeasured  affection,  and  bear 
with  you  to  an  honored  grave  the  benedictions  of 
your  countrymen — and  when  your  eyes  shall  open 
for  the  last  time  to  behold  the  sun  in  heaven,  rest 
assured  that  neither  slander  nor  detraction  though 
uttered  in  hearing  of  the  Hermitage,  “against  the 
living  and  the  dead,”  shall  ever  be  permitted  to 
blow  its  withering  blasts  or  scatter  its  blighting 
mildews  upon  your  character;  but  that  rich  inherit- 
ance is  given  in  charge  of  this  generation  to  protect 
and  defend  and  transmit  unimpaired  to  the  latest 
posterity. 

Yes,  the  past  at  least  is  secure,  and  your  charac- 
ter and  your  fame  are  now  placed  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  accident  or  malice.  But  can  I say  as  much 
for  the  safety  of  that  gorgeous  ensign  of  the  re- 
public. Is  there  no  danger  that  the  endeared  sister- 
hood of  those  stars  and  stripes  may  some  day  be 
severed  and  broken  up?  Is  this  union,  heretofore 
glorious  and  happy,  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  ac- 
cident or  malice?  Is  not  the  dark  and  grisly  spirit 
of  fanaticism  now  forging  its  thunderbolts  and  fill- 
ing its  vast  magazines  of  malice,  ready  to  level  its 
fulminations  against  some  of  the  institutions  of  the 
south,  and  through  them  the  constitution  of  the 
union?  Me  thinks  I see  that  fell  spirit,  emerging 
from  pandemonium,  clothed  in  livid  fire,  “gloomy 
as  night,  fierce  as  ten  iuries,  terrible  as  hell,  and 
shaking  a dreadful  dart.”  But  we  must  rely  on 
the  firmness  and  intelligence  of  the  people  to  come 
to  the  rescue  of  these  institutions  and  of  that  con- 


stitution; and  what  deep  and  abiding  anxiety  must 
swell  your  aged  and  patriotic  bosom  for  the  fate  of 
that  nation  to  which  you  have  devoted  your  blood 
and  your  life?  We  know  that  your  last  expiring 
breath  will  be  a prayer  to  heaven  to  avert  that  ga- 
thering storm,  that  withering  curse — and  that  these 
glorious  institutions  of  ours  may  be  perpetual, 
“esto  perpetua”  is  the  prayer  of  the  patriot’s  heart. 
But  finally,  sir,  when  you  leave  this  spot,  you  will 
bear  with  you  the  prayers  of  our  people  that  heaven 
may  yet  lengthen  out  your  days  and  permit  you 
long  to  dwell  amongst  us.  Time  has  torn  from 
our  embrace  our  Washington,  our  Jefferson,  and 
many  other  names  dear  to  our  hearts.  These  have 
taken  their  places  in  the  clear  upper  sky,  and  form- 
ed a shining  constellation,  on  which  we  are  ac- 
customed to  gaze  with  delight.  But  we  desire  to 
hold  you  back  from  the  society  of  these  your  com- 
panions, and  are  unwilling  that  you  should  yet  join 
that  bright  galaxy.  Yes,  “far  distant,  very  far  dis- 
tant, be  the  day  when  any  pen  shall  write  your 
epitaph,  or  tongue  pronounce  your  eulogy.”  “Esto 
in  coeluin  redeas.” 

General  Jackson’s  reply. 

Fellow  citizens:  It  affords  me  unspeakable 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  meet  you  on  this  occasion.  It 
is  probably  the  last  time  that  I shall  have  it  in  my 
power  to  exchange  salutations  with  you — the  last 
opportunity  that  I shall  have  to  thank  you  per- 
sonally for  the  many  proofs  you  have  given  me 
of  your  respect  for  my  character  and  services. — 
The  infirmities  of  age  admonish  me  that  I cannot! 
much  longer  be  a partner  with  you  in  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  this  life;  and  I can  therefore  have  no  other 
feeling  when  honored  with  the  cordial  welcome 
you  have  accorded  to  me,  but  that  which  belongs 
to  a heart  full  of  gratitude,  and  sincerely  anxious 
for  your  happiness  and  prosperity  individually  and 
collectively. 

If  I have  been  instrumental  by  the  mercy  of  a 
kind  Providence,  in  advancing  the  interest  of  our 
common  country,  I can  say  with  sincerity,  that  in  no 
part  of  my  career  in  life  have  I felt  that  any  honor 
was  due  to  me,  which  ought  not  to  extend  in  a much 
higher  degree  to  my  fellow  citizens  who  were  as- 
sociated with  me,  or  to  whose  judgment  and  su- 
pervision my  conduct  was  accountable.  My  earliest 
impressions  imbibed  in  our  revolutionary  struggle 
were,  that  the  people  capable  of  appreciating  the 
blessings  of  freedom,  were  the  only  safe  depository 
of  power,  and  with  these  impressions  I came  when 
quite  a youth  to  this  section  of  our  union,  then  a 
wilderness,  but  now  a rich  and  powerful  state. — 
These  impressions  soon  became  a maxirn  in  the 
guide  of  my  life;  and  it  is  now  a proud  satisfaction 
to  me,  after  a long  experience,  to  be  able  to  assure 
you,  that  time  so  far  from  weakening  their  force, 
has  confirmed  them.  Thus  habitually  accustomed 
to  look  to  my  fellow  citizens  for  aid,  instruction 
and  support,  it  was  impossible  for  me  even  to  feel 
elevated  by  any  event  which  did  not  place  their 
honor  and  interest  far  above  mine,  as  an  individual. 
And  it  is  in  this  view  alone  of  the  consequences  re- 
sulting fr  om  my  public  acts,  of  which  you  are  pleas- 
ed to  speak  with  so  much  partiality  and  kindness, 
that  I am  enabled  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  which 
their  retrospect  is  calculated  to  inspire. 

Fellow  citizens:  My  health  is  too  feeble  to  sus- 
tain me  in  an  attempt  to  express  fully  the  reflec- 
tions which  are  excited  in  my  mind,  by  the  view 
you  have  taken  of  our  public  affairs  at  this  time. 

I cannot  forbear,  however,  a brief  response  to  some 
of  the  topics  you  have  touched.  You  are  right  in 
ascribing  to  me  a deep  interest  in  the  result  of  the 
contest  which  they  have  produced  between  the  fe- 
deral and  republican  parties.  I feel  it.  and  throw 
away  the  reserve  which  would  suppress  an  avowal 
of  it,  as  an  affectation  unworthy  of  a freeman  what- 
ever may  be  his  situation  in  life. 

These  are  no  ordinary  times.  It  is  impossible  to 
disguise  the  fact  that  a revolution,  if  not  in  the 
forms,  in  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  is  attempted 
by  the  federal  party;  and  it  would  be  unnatural  for 
me  to  look  at  the  signs  which  announce  the  pro- 
gress of  this  spirit,  without  warning  my  country- 
men of  the  existence,  notwithstanding  I may  be 
denounced  by  the  whig  and  federal  presses  as  a 
dictator. 

Whilst  I was  your  chief  magistrate  this  spirit  was 
frequently  exhibited,  and  so  strongly  was  I im- 
pressed with  the  character  of  its  designs,  that  I felt 
it  my  duty  in  my  farewell  address  to  guard  you 
against  them,  and  to  which,  as  a full  exposition  of 
my  views,  I earnestly  refer  you.  The  display  of 
its  power,  therefore,  in  the  present  political  contest 
does  not  surprise  me. 

In  the  early  history  of  our  country  the  federal 
party  made  many  attempts  to  mould  the  govern- 
ment to  their  purposes,  but  they  were  defeated  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  people,  then  fresh  from  the 
I school  of  the  revolution.  Our  national  energy  has 


since  been  chiefly  directed  to  the  adjustment  of 
our  relations  with  foreign  powers,  and  these  have 
had  such  a preponderating  influence  on  the  action 
of  the  general  government,  as  to  furnish  but  slight 
opportunities  for  the  admission  of  any  principle  in 
our  system,  dangerous  to  republican  liberty.  But 
the  period  has  arrived  which  frees  us  from  all  ap- 
prehension or  doubt  in  regard  to  the  operation  of 
our  system,  so  far  as  the  question  of  security  against 
foreign  danger  is  concerned;  and  we  are  yet  to  test 
our  capacity  to  adjust  in  an  equally  fortunate  man- 
ner, these  more  delicate  relations  which  belong 
to  our  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  in  which 
are  more  intimately  involved  the  means  of  preserv- 
ing our  happy  union.  Hence  we  may  still  be  said 
to  be  in  many  respects  in  our  infancy  as  a nation. 
We  are  yet  to  see,  whether  we  can  resist  success- 
fully the  many  schemes  that  can  be  brought  to 
bear  against  our  harmony  as  states,  and  which  may 
aim  to  give  a wrong  bias  to  the  action  of  both  fede- 
ral and  state  governments. 

Look,  I pray  you,  at  the  efforts  which  are  mak- 
ing to  array  one  section  of  the  union  against  the 
other.  It  is  in  this  aspect  that  the  movements  of 
the  abolitionists  become  fearful  and  portentous.  If 
there  be  any  real  philanthropy  in  the  mass  of  those 
who  constitute  this  party,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
it  is  made  to  take  a false  direction  by  those  who  are 
striving  to  revive  the  doctrines  of  the  federal  party. 
It  is  undeniable  that  the  mass  of  the  abolitionists 
acknowledge  as  political  leaders  those  who  have 
signalised  their  opposition  to  the  measures  which 
will  keep  the  government  in  the  path  prescribed 
for  it  by  its  founders.  If  there  is  a single  aboli- 
tionist in  the  United  States  who  supports  or  ad- 
vocates any  leading  doctrine  of  the  republican  par- 
ty, I have  not  heard  of  it.  Wherever  the  influence 
of  these  societies  is  felt,  it  adds  to  the  power  of 
those  who  favor  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank — who  contend  for  a system  of  internal  im- 
provement at  war  with  the  rights  of  the  states — 
who  advocate  a tariff  of  protection  unnecessary  on 
the  score  of  revenue,  and  calculated  to  multiply 
the  scources  of  discord  between  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  union. 

But  it  is  less  to  the  fact  that  these  elements  of 
discoid  are  visible  ill  our  horizon,  than  to  the  truth 
that  we  here,  wdio  are  the  devoted  objects  of  their 
wrath,  are  strengthening  them  by  divisions  among 
ourselves  about  immaterial  things,  that  I would 
call  your  attention,  and  arouse  you  to  a proper 
sense  of  duty.  It  is  impossible  that  Tennesseeans, 
whatever  division:-  or  names  they  may  allow  them- 
selves to  be  called  by,  can  ever  as  a majority  be 
brought  to  sanction  the  doctrines  of  the  federal 
party.  Can  any  Tennesseean  say — whether  he  be 
whig  or  republican  or  democrat — can  he  say  to  the 
leaders  of  federalism,  I will  give  you  my  vote  be- 
cause I agree  with  you  in  political  sentiment?  The 
almost  universal  answer  is  no!  Yet  such  will  be 
the  effect  of  our  divisions,  if  we  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  danger  which  is  before  11s,  and  which  will  in- 
evitably befall  the  country,  if  the  organization  of 
the  various  influences  now  brought  by  the  federal- 
ists to  the  support  of  general  Harrison,  should  in- 
clude any  considerable  portion  of  the  south. 

Fellow  citizens:  1 know  that  in  speaking 
thus  plainly  I expose  myself  to  the  obloquy  of  the 
federal  party;  and  perhaps  may  incur  the  imputa- 
tion of  seeking  to  intermeddle  with  the  independent 
judgment  of  you,  my  countrymen.  The  obloquy  of 
the  federalists  has  no  terrors  for  me  when  the  liber- 
ty of  my  country  is  in  danger.  For  them  as  indi- 
viduals I cherish  no  unkind  feeling,  but  while  I be- 
lieve their  principles  to  be  dangerous  to  the  public 
prosperity,  I wili  not  cease  to  oppose  and  expose 
them.  For  those  of  my  friends  who  may  ascribe  to 
me  other  considerations  than  those  which  I profess 
in  the  freedom  with  which  I have  adverted  to  the 
present  state  of  public  affairs,  I must  be  content  to 
say  that  they  do  me  injustice. 

It  is  no  personal  motive,  fellow  citizens,  that 
leads  ine  to  speak  of  general  H rrison  as  I have — 
and  if  1 know  inyself,  none  such  could  prompt  me 
in  the  conviction  which  I have  formed,  that  the 
election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  essential  to  the  pre- 
servation of  republican  principles.  It  is  true  that 
with  the  latter  gentleman  I have  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, and  baveforyears  been  on  terms  of  the 
closest  confidence  and  friend.-hip. 

But  his  claims  to  my  personal  respect,  great  and 
unqualified  as  I admit  them  to  be,  sink  into  insigni- 
ficance when  contrasted  with  those  which  he  pre- 
sents not  only  to  me,  but  to  you,  and  all  the  country 
as  a genuine  republican,  a pure  patriot  and  a saga- 
cious statesman.  To  these  claims  his  services, 
whenever  he  has  been  publicly  employed,  bear  the 
most  indisputable  testimony,  and  it  is  but  an  act  of 
duty  for  me  to  say  that  they  were  most  signally  dis- 
played whilst  he  was  a member  of  my  cabinet. — 
Mr.  Jefferson  himself  in  a similar  situation  could 
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not  have  been  more  careful  of  the  public  good,  or 
more  resolute  in  maintaining  the  republican  prin- 
ciple free  from  all  innovation  or  taint,  whether 
threatened  by  open  or  secret  influences. 

This,  my  fellow  citizens,  is  a great  and  momen- 
tous crisis  in  our  national  affairs  in  which  our  clear- 
est rights  as  freemen  are  deeply  concerned.  The 
presidential  election  is  near  at  hand,  which  will  de- 
cide the  fate  of  our  republican  system;  whether  it 
will  be  perpetuated  on  the  great  principle  laid  down 
in  our  written  constitution,  or  changed  to  a great 
consolidated  government  in  which  the  rights  of  the 
states  will  be  destroyed,  the  confederation  trodden 
under  foot,  our  glorious  union  burst  asunder,  and 
your  constitutional  liberty  lost  forever.  Its  destiny 
is  in  your  hands,  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  people 
— and  at  the  polls  on  the  3d  of  November  you  de- 
cide this  all  important  question,  for  weal  or  for  woe. 
If  you  cast  your  votes  for  that  well  tried  republican 
Martin  Van  Euren,  your  republican  system  is  per- 
petuated and  placed  upon  a durable  foundation. — 
Cast  your  votes  for  general  Harrison,  the  chosen 
candidate  of  the  apostate  republicans,  the  abolition- 
ists, and  the  Hartford  convention  federalists,  and 
your  constitutional  liberties  are  perhaps  gone  for- 
ever, and  may  end  line  that  of  ancient  republics. 

Then  I say  to  you,  go  to  the  polls  like  indepen- 
dent voters,  bearing  in  your  minds  the  blood,  the 
treasure,  the  days  of  toil,  the  nights  of  watchfulness 
it  cost  your  revolutionary  fathers  to  procure  and 
bequeath  to  you  the  invaluable  boon  of  those  bless- 
ings of  liberty  which  we  enjoy;  and  which  every 
obligation  we  owe  to  posterity  binds  us  to  hand  down 
to  them  unimpaired.  Then,  fellow  citizens,  I say 
to  you,  go  to  the  polls  on  the  3d  of  November  next, 
with  that  independent  spirit  with  which  your  revo- 
lutionary' fathers  fought  and  conquered — go,  I say, 
looking  steadfastly  at  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the 
banners  of  your  country’s  glory,  under  which  your 
revolutionary  fathers  fought  and  conquered,  and 
give  your  votes  like  freemen,  as  you  are  to  that  man 
whom  you  believe  to  be  a pure,  undeviating  and 
well  tried  republican,  and  your  liberty  is  safe.  You 
thereby  snatch  the  republican  system  from  that 
peril  that  awaits  it,  and  to  which  it  is  now  brought 
by  the  combination  of  a united  faction  of  apostate 
republicans,  abolitionists  and  Hartford  convention 
federalists,  leagued  together  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying your  constitutional  government,  and  raise 
upon  its  ruins  and  your  liberties,  a great  consolidat- 
ed government,  based  upon  the  combined  moneyed 
power  of  England  and  America,  and  make  the  la- 
boring and  producing  classes  of  our  country,  “hew- 
ers of  wood  and  drawers  of  water”  for  their  own 
aggrandisement.  Remember,  my  fellow  citizens, 
the  fate  of  ancient  Rome!  Remember  that  by  cor 
ruption  and  the  combined  corrupt  factions  she  lost 
her  liberty.  Then  I say  again  to  you  if  you  vote 
for  the  candidate  of  this  combined  and  corrupt  fac- 
tion, whose  candidate  is  silent  and  will  not  answer 
any  questions  you  ask  him,  and  in  w hich  your  im- 
portant rights  are  deeply  concerned,  you  seal  the 
fate  ofyour  constitutional  freedom.  1 say  again, 
feilow  citizens,  remember  the  fate  of  ancient  Rome, 
and  vote  for  no  candidate  who  will  not  tell  you  with 
the  frankness  of  an  independent  freeman  the  prin- 
ciples upon  w hieh  if  elected,  he  will  administer  your 
government.  That  man  deserves  to  be  a slave  who 
would  vote  for  a mum  candidate  where  his  liberty 
is  at  stake.  Can  a freeman  who  values  his  rights 
vote  for  any  man  who  when  asked  for  his  princi 
pies,  insults  you  with  the  reply,  “I  will  answer  no 
questions  coming  either  from  friend  or  foe?”  I an- 
swer for  you  that  none  worthy  to  be  free  can  do  so. 

I thank  you  gentlemen  for  your  kind  attention, 
and  can  only  add  an  expression  of  my  regret,  that 
the  feebleness  of  my  health,  gives  me  so  little  pow- 
er  to  do  justice  to  the  important  object  of  your  as- 
sembling on  this  occasion. 

Rare  cause  of  alarm.  We  have  seen  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  two  communications 
from  the  world’s  convention  of  abolitionists,  under 
the  seal  of  the  British  ami  foreign  abolition  society, 
one  of  them  franked  by  S.  M.  Gates,  a whig  mem- 
ber of  congress  from  New  York,  and  both  address- 
ed to  his  excellency  James  K.  Polk,  governor  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee.  They  are  incendiary,  or 
we  would  lay  them  before  the  public.  We  have 
permission,  however,  to  publish  the  letter  of  the 
governor  in  reply  to  Gates,  which  is  as  follows: 

[ Nuchville  Union. 

Nashville,  (Ten.)  Oct.  2,  18-10. 
To  the  hon.  S.  M.  Gates,  member  of  congress  from 
the  state  of  New  York: 

Sir:  I have  received  through  (he  post  office  a 
communication,  under  your  official  frank  as  a mem- 
ber of  congress,  containing  certain  proceedings  of 
a body  of  men  styling  themselves  “a  convention  of 
the  friends  of  the  negro,  assembled  from  various 
parts  of  the  world,  convened  for  the  purpose  of 


promoting  the  immediate,  entire  and  universal  abo- 
lition of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade.”  This  con- 
vention, it  appears,  was  holden  at  London  in  the 
month  of  June  last.  The  envelope  covering  the 
communication,  which  comes  to  me  under  your 
frank,  is  post  marked  at  the  city  of  New  York — is 
sealed  with  a stamp,  bearing  a pictoral  representa- 
tion of  a person  in  an  imploring  attitude,  and  en- 
circled with  the  w’onls,  “British  and  foreign  anti- 
slavery  society.”  The  communication  itself  con- 
tains an  “appeal  to  the  governor  ot  Tennessee  to 
employ  all  the  influence  and  power  with  which 
Divine  Providence  has  entrusted  him,  to  secure  im- 
mediate and  unconditional  liberty  to  the  slave.” 

The  fact  is  indisputable  that  you  have  lent  your 
official  frank  to  this  self-styled  “world’s  convention 
of  abolitionists,”  as  a means  of  enabling  them  to 
send  their  infamous  publications  in  manuscript 
through  the  United  States’  mails  free  of  expense, 
and  the  presumption,  therefore,  is,  that  you  coun- 
tenance and  approve  the  proceedings  which  you  aid 
them  to  circulate.  In  a postcript  to  the  communi- 
cation bearing  your  frank,  I am  requested  to  ac- 
knowledge its  receipt  in  a letter  addressed  to  the 
“president  of  the  convention  at  London.”  This 
request  I shall  disregard.  I cannot  recognise,  by 
any  act  of  mine,  official  or  otherwise,  the  right  of 
foreigners  to  make  an  attempt  in  itself  so  imperti- 
nent and  impudent,  to  intermeddle  or  interfere  with 
the  domestic  institutions  of  this  state.  But  you, 
sir,  are  an  American  citizen,  and  by  the  part  you 
have  borne  have  made  yourself  equally  criminal 
and  responsible  with  the  foreign  agitators  and  fana- 
tics with  whose  proceedings  you  have  identified 
yourself.  Were  it  not  for  the  official  station  which 
you  occupy,  I am  free  to  declare,  that  I should 
treat  the  part  which  you  have  borne  in  this  dark 
transaction  with  the  scorn  and  contempt  which  I 
entertain  for  the  proceedings  themselves,  and  which 
I am  sure  all  patriotic  citizens,  ardently  attached  to 
the  union,  and  desiring  its  preservation,  will  pro- 
nounce upon  your  conduct. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  affected  and  hypo- 
critical philanthropy  of  British  and  other  foreign 
abolitionists,  with  whom  your  official  frank  identi- 
fies you,  had  not  been  reserved  for  the  suffering 
subjects  of  their  own  dominions,  whose  unremit- 
ting toil  even  in  seasons  of  profound  peace  is  in 
many  instances  scarcely  rewarded  with  the  means 
of  procuring  wholesome  food  and  decent  raiment. 
Unacquainted  as  the  convention,  whose  proceed- 
ings you  endorse  and  circulate  by  your  frank,  seems 
to  have  been  with  the  peaceable  relation  of  master 
and  slave  in  the  United  States,  their  advice  is  as 
worthless  as  it  is  gratuitous. 

The  foreigner,  in  extenuation  of  his  crime,  may 
plead  ignorance  of  our  form  of  government,  but 
from  you,  sir,  his  American  aider  and  abetter,  no 
such  plea  is  admissible.  He  may  be  actuated  by  a 
desire  to  produce  insurrection  in  the  heart  of  a rival 
nation.  But  what  apology  have  you,  sir,  for  lend- 
ing your  official  privilege  as  a member  of  congress, 
to  aid  him  in  an  attempt  to  produce  anarchy  and 
confusion  in  one  of  the  constituent  sovereignties  of 
your  own  government?  Have  you  seriously  re- 
flected upon  the  dangers  of  the  crusade  in  which 
you  are  engaged — a crusade  in  alliance  with  fo- 
reigners, which  not  only  threatens  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  union,  but  may  endanger  its  exis- 
tence if  the  wicked  agitation  to  which  you  give 
your  countenance  is  persisted  in?  Are  you  so  de- 
liberately reckless  of  consequences  as  to  be  willing 
to  lend  the  aid  of  your  official  privilege  to  counte- 
nance and  abet  foreigners  in  proceedings  calculat- 
ed, if  not  designed,  to  excite  sectional  jealousies 
and  heart  burnings— to  divide  the  states  by  geo- 
graphical lines — to  array  one  section  against  ano 
tiler;  and  that,  too  at  the  imminent  peril  of  producing 
domestic  insurrection,  and  a servile  war?  Have 
you  yet  to  be  informed  that  slavery  existed  in  the 
colonies  long  before  independence  was  achieved! 
Have  yon  yet  to  learn  that  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  the  adjustment  of  the  slave  question 
presented  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  to  tile  forma- 
tion of  the  union  which  had  to  be  encountered — 
and  that  it  was  ultimately  settled  upon  principles  of 
mutual  concession  and  compromise?  Would  you 
disturb  the  fundamental  compact  upon  which  the 
union  of  the  states  rests?  But  I will  not  argue  the 
question.  It  is  not  one  which  is  debatable. 

It  is  matter  of  sincere  regret  that  any  American 
citi^n  should  be  guilty  of  such  high  treason  to  the 
first  principles  upon  which  the  states  became  unit- 
ed. Your  official  frank  covering  these  proceedings 
stands  up  in  judgment  against  you,  as  a witness 
whose  testimony  is  not  to  be  impeached. 

The  only  further  notice  which  I shall  take  of 
these  nefarious  proceedings  of  foreigners,  with 
whom  you  stand  associated,  will  be  to  expose  them 
to  the  indignant  reprobation  of  the  people  of  Ten- 
nessee. JAMES  K.  POLK. 


The  hon.  William  C Rivf.s,  of  Virginia, 

AND  THE  GREAT  CONSERVATIVE  CONVENTION 

at  Auburn — the  journey  up  the  North 

RIVER — THE  SCENES  AND  THE  INCIDENTS AR- 

RIVAL at  Albany — breakfast  with  go- 
vernor Seward — loco  foco  convention  at 
Syracuse — arrival  at  Auburn — the  la- 
dies— organization  of  the  meeting— the 
speeches,  &c.  &c. 

From  the  New  York  Herald,  Oct.  3. 

The  great  meeting  of  conservatives  at  Auburn 
on  Thursday  last  will  long  be  remembered  in  the 
annals  ot  the  political  history  of  this  state.  It  was 
a glorious  affair  from  its  commencement  to  it3 
close,  and  was  attended  by  about  6,000  of  the 
most  intelligent  persons  in  the  state,  of  whom 
about  300  were  of  the  fairer  and  better  portion  of 
our  nature. 

Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Legare,  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge, 
general  Tallmadge,  general  Pierre  Van  Courtland, 
general  Starkweather,  colonel  Graham,  judge  San- 
ford and  many  other  distinguished  gentlemen,  form- 
ing the  delegation,  lelt  New  York  in  that  splendid 
boat  the  De  Wit  Clinton,  captain  Roe,  at  5 P.  M. 
on  Tuesday.  At  the  dock  Mr.  Rives  made  a speech. 
On  leaving  the  wharf  the  boat  went  round  the 
North  Carolina,  and  gave  three  cheers;  in  passing 
the  Russel  Glover,  the  steerage  passengers  groaned 
out  “hard  cider.”  A fine  band  of  music  was  on 
board;  and  numerous  flags  were  flying  and  banners 
displayed  all  over  the  boat.  A large  cannon  was 
placed  on  the  forecastle  and  was  discharged  some 
dozen  times  going  up  the  river. 

Sky  rockets,  and  blue  fires,  and  red  fire  and  gun- 
powder, and  champagne  abounded  through  the 
night.  All  the  way  up  the  river  the  enthusiasm 
was  tremendous.  Accustomed  as  they  had  been 
to  the  warm  and  ardent  temperament  of  the  Old 
Dominion  and  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Rives,  and  Mr. 
Legare,- expressed  their  astonishment  at  the  de- 
monstrations made  by  the  multitudes  on  shore  at 
every  point  where  the  boat  stopped  to  take  in  dele- 
gates. At  Grassy  point,  Verplanck’s,  Caldwell’s, 
West  Point,  Fishkill,  Newburg,  Poughkeepsie, 
Kingston,  Hudson  and  all  the  towns  along  the  line 
of  the  noble  Hudson,  the  peuple  in  thousands  were 
waiting  on  the  wharves,  with  bands  of  music,  and 
loaded  cannons;  and  they  rent  the  air  with  shouts  in 
honor  of  “William  C.  Rives”  and  “Old  Virginia 
never  tire.” 

At  Newburgh,  and  on  the  heights  and  wharf  at 
Poughkeepsie,  thescenes  were  peculiarly  imposing; 
lit  up  as  the  sleeping  towns  were  by  the  fire  rockets. 
It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  singularly  pleasing 
and  striking  effect  of  the  whole  scene.  None  but 
an  eye  witness  could  form  the  faintest  idea  of  its 
grandeur  and  sublimity.  On  board  the  boat  all  was 
pleasureable  excitement.  The  band  played  some 
200  or  300  different  national  airs  and  beautiful  melo- 
dies.— Capt.  Roe  liberally  furnished  abundance  of 
first  rate  champagne; 

“The  night  drave  on  wi*  songs  and  clatter,’’ 
and  about  a dozen  Tippecanoe  songs  were  sung,  of 
which  the  following  was  the  most  prominent  and 
popular: 

THE  NEW  WHIG  SONG. 

TPPECANOE  AND  TYLER  TOO. 

Tune — “ Little  Pig's  Tail.'' 

What  has  caused  this  great  Commotion,  motion,  mo- 
tion, 

Our  country  through? 

— It  is  the  ball  a rolling  on. 

CHORUS. 

For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too — Tippecanoe  and  Tyler 
too, 

And  with  them  we’ll  beat  little  Van,  Van, 
Van  is  a used  up  man; 

And  with  them  we’ll  beat  little  Van, 

Like  the  rushing  of  mighty  waters,  waters,  waters, 

On  it  will  go, 

And  its  course  will  clear  the  way 
For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

See  the  loco  standard  tottering,  tottering,  tottering, 
Down  it  must  go, 

And  in  its  place  we’ll  rear  the  flag 
Of  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Have  you  heard  from  old  Kentuck,  tuck,  tuck, 

Good  news  and  true, 

Seventeen  thousand  is  the  tune 

For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Have  you  heard  from  old  Varmount,  mount,  mount, 

All  honest  and  true, 

The  Green  Mountain  boys  are  rolling  the  ball 
For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Don’t  you  hear  from  every  quarter,  quarter,  quarter, 
Good  news  and  true, 

That  swift  the  ball  is  rollingon 

For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

The  New  York  boys  turned  out  in  thousands,  thou- 
sands, thousands. 

Not  long  ago, 
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And  at  Utica  they  set  their  seals 

To  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Now  you  hear  the  Van-Jacks  talking,  talking,  talking, 
Things  look  quite  blue, 

For  all  the  world  seems  turning  round 
For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Let  them  talk  about  hard  cider,  cider,  cider, 

And  log  cabins  too, 

’Twill  only  help  to  speed  the  ball 

For  Tippecanoe,  &.C. 

The  latch  string  hangs  outside  the  door,  door,  door, 
And  is  never  pulled  through, 

For  it  never  was  the  custom  of 

Old  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

He  always  has  his  table  set,  set,  set, 

For  all  honest  and  true, 

And  invites  them  in  to  take  a bite, 

With  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

See  the  spoilsmen  and  leg-treasurers,  treasurers,  treasu- 
ers, 

All  in  a stew. 

For  well  they  know  they  stand  no  chance. 

With  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Little  Matty’s  days  are  number’d,  number’d,  num- 
ber’d, 

Out  he  must  go, 

And  in  the  chair  we’ll  place  the  good 
Old  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Now  who  shall  we  have  for  our  governor,  governor,  go- 
vernor, 

Who,  tell  me  who? 

Let’s  have  Bill  Sevvard  for  lie’s  a team 
For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too — Tippecanoe  and  Tyler 
too, 

And  with  them  we’ll  beat  little  Van,  Van, 

Van  is  a used  up  man. 

And  with  them  we’ll  beat  little  Van, 

Oh  have  you  heard  the  news  from  Maine,  Maine, 
Maine, 

All  honest  and  true? 

One  thousand  for  Kent , and  seven  thousand  gain 
For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

The  beautiful  girls,  God  bless  their  souls,  souls,  souls, 
The  country  through, 

Will  all  to  a man  do  all  that  they  can, 

For  Tippecanoe,  &c. 

Of  one  other  song  which  was  sung,  the  following 
verse  was  loudly  applauded: 

‘•Old  Tip  he  wears  a homespun  suit, 

He  has  no  ruffled  shirt-wir-wirt! 

But  Mat  he  has  the  golden  plate, 

And  he’s  a little  spuir-wir-wirt.” 

On  reaching  Albany  at  six  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, thousands  ot  the  citizens  there  were  on  the 
wharf  to  welcome  the  hon.  William  C.  Rives,  and 
here  again  the  air  was  rent  with  shouts.  The  dele- 
gation marched  in  procession  to  congress  hall; — 
whence  Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Legare,  general  Starkwea- 
ther, judge  Sanford,  colonel  Graham,  the  reporters 
of  ttie  “New  York  Herald,”  were  invited  to  break- 
fast at  the  governor’s  house,  where  his  excellency 
took  one  end  of  the  table  and  the  honorable  the  se- 
cretary of  state  the  other.  As  this  was  somewhat 
in  the  nature  of  a private  entertainment,  of  course 
we  cannot  give  what  passed,  other  than  to  say  that 
on  the  health  of  the  governor  being  drank,  he"  rose, 
responded  in  a neat  and  very  brief  speech,  and  in 
proposing  the  health  of  the  hon.  Win.  C.  Rives,  ob- 
served that  Virginia  had  not  yet  learnt  unkindness 
to  her  sons,  and  that  New  York  had  not  learnt  to  be 
unfaithful  to  herself.  Mr.  Rives  responded  by  sim- 
ply  giving  as  a toast,  “New  York  and  Virginia, 
they  will  be  found  side  by  side  in  1840,  as  they 
were  in  1836.”  The  hon.  the  secretary  of  state  then 
gave  “Mr.  Legare  of  South  Carolina;  that  man 
must  be  ignorant  of  the  political  histoiy  of  his  coun- 
try, who  is  not  conversant  with  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Legare.” — Mr.  L.  replied  by  giving  “a  speedy  re- 
storation of  the  good  old  republican  times;  liberty 
and  law  within  the  states;  the  constitution  of  the 
union  between  them.” 

At  9 o’clock  the  delegation  left  Albany  for  Au- 
burn. All  along  the  line  of  rail  road,  the  greatest 
enthusiasm  prevailed;  the  ladies  waved  w hite  hand 
kerchiefs,  the  men  shouted,  and  all  classes  ran  down 
to  the  cars  to  see,  to  speak  to,  and  to  shake  hands 
with  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Legare,  although  the  rain 
descended  in  torrents  the  whole  day.  At  Syracuse 
the  conservatives  came  in  contact  with  a fragment 
of  the  loco  loco  convention,  which  met  that  day  to 
the  number  of  8 or  10,000,  but  were  dispersed  and 
dispirited  by  the  rain.  The  delegation  reached  Au- 
burn about  midnight,  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
had  to  sit  up  all  night,  on  account  of  the  crowded 
state  of  the  place.  Here  as  elsewhere,  the  night 
was  spent  in  singing  Tippecanoe  songs,  and  shout- 
ting  and  hurraing. 

At  11  o’clock  on  Thursday  morning,  the  conven- 
tion met  at  the  Baptist  chapel.  Gerieial  Tallmadge 
was  appointed  president  prolem.;  Mr.  Romeyn,  of 


Ulster  county,  made  a good  and  appropriate  speech, 
pointing  out  the  propriety  and  beauty  of  the  atten- 
dance of  ladies  at  these  meetings.  Gen.  Pierre  Van 
Courtlandt  (one  of  Jeflerson’s  electors)  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention,  and  the  meeting  ad- 
journed to  a good  dinner,  at  the  American  hotel, 
which  was  washed  down  with  champagne,  and  the 
convention  met  again  on  the  green  in  front  of  tile 
theological  seminary  at  half  past  1. 

This  seminary  is  situated  at  one  extremity  of  thp 
village,  on  a beautiful  knoll  of  rising  ground,  with 
a very  large  green  before  it.  At  the  extremity  of 
the  green,  and  facing  the  college,  a large  platform 
was  erected  for  the  revolutionary  soldiers,  (many  of 
whom  were  there),  the  officers  of  the  meeting,  the 
speakers  and  the  reporters.  About  40  long  benches 
were  constructed  out  of  rough  planks  for  the  ladies, 
all  of  which  were  filled  with  someof  the  most  lovely 
women  in  the  country.  All  the  trees  around  the 
green  were  filled,  and  in  every  widow  of  the  college 
there  were  dozens  of  young  ladies,  all  anxious  to 
see  and  to  hear  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Legare.  There 
must  have  been  at  half  past  1 o’clock,  not  less  than 
5,000  persons  present.  Many  of  them  were  there 
at  1 o’clock. 

Here  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Jno. 
L.  Graham,  who  stated  that  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge 
would  introduce  Mr.  Rives  to  the  meeting.  This 
was  received  with  nine  cheers.  A song  was 
sung  by  Mr.  Covert,  and  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge 
rose  and  said:  Fellow  citizens,  the  Spartan  band 

is  once  more  in  the  field.  [Cheers  ] In  1S38,  when 
we  assembled  at  Syracuse,  there  were  represen- 
tatives but  from  thirty-five  counties.  In  1839,  when 
we  assembled,  there  were  representatives  from  al- 
most every  county  in  the  state.  Now,  we  are 
assembled  with  no  reference  to  delegates  from 
counties,  but  in  one  mighty  mass  from  all  parts,  to 
answer  to  the  call  of  the  conservatives  convention. 
[Cheers] . 

And  1 ask  you,  fellow  citizens,  why  do  the  peo- 
ple gather  so,  as  we  now  see  them  do,  in  mighty 
masses  all  over  the  country?  Has  an  invasion  of 
our  country  taken  place  by  a foreign  foe?  Has  an 
insurrection  broken  out  within  our  own  borders? 
No,  alas!  but  the  people  have  assembled  with  a firm 
determination  to  put  down  domestic  tyianny,  more 
galling,  more  dangerous  than  that  of  any  foreign  foe, 
more  destructive  of  all  comforts,  than  an  insurrec- 
tion, and  more  desolating  and  blasting  in  its  effects, 
than  even  the  strife  of  a civil  war. 

We  have  assembled  to  discuss  those  principles 
of  government — principles  which  have  been  sub- 
verted to  the  purposes  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. We  have  assembled  as  our  revolutionary 
fathers  did,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  stamp  act, 
and  the  tea  tax;  and  have  assembled  to  present 
those  principles  of  our  faith  which  should  be 
held  sacred — and  I have  risen  here  to  present  to 
you  our  distinguished  fellow  citizens  from  another 
state. 

We  have  seen  the  effects  of  some  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  administration  at  Washington,  and  it  is 
high  time,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  the  Augean 
stable  there  was  cleansed.  Angeas,  king  of  Elis, 
you  know,  kept  a large  number  of  oxen  for  nine 
years  in  his  stable,  without  having  it  cleansed  out; 
and  it  was  one  of  the  labors  of  Hercules  to  cleanse 
it.  The  Augean  stable  at  Washington  lias  had  a 
number  of  animals  in  it  for  nearly  12  years,  without 
being  cleaned  out.  (Laughter  and  loud  cheering.) 
Well,  my  friends,  Hercules  performed  his  immense 
task,  by  turning  the  river  Alphetis  through  it,  and 
thus  cleaned  it  thoroughly.  Now,  we’ll  turn  the 
great  current  of  public  opinion  (that  is  rushing  all 
over  the  land)  through  the  Augean  stable  at  Wash* 
ington;  and  we’ll  not  only  clear  out  the  litter  and 
filth,  but  we’ll  clear  out  the  cattle  along  with  it. 
(Immense  cheering  and  laughter). 

But  I have  riot  arisen  to  speak,  but  to  introduce 
to  you  a man  who  stood  up  for  the  defence  of  his 
country,  in  the  very  worst  of  times;  in  the  times 
that  tried  men’s  souls.  (Loud  cheering).  1 have 
risen  to  introduce  to  you,  that  noblest  work  of  God, 
an  honest  man.  (Cheers).  One  who  stood  up  in 
his  place  on  the  floor  of  the  senate,  and  declared  in 
the  presence  of  the  ininionsofexecutive  power,  that 
he  had  a country  to  serve,  as  well  as  a party  to  obey! 
(Immense  cheering).  I have  the  honor  to  intro 
duce  to  you  the  honorable  William  C.  Rives,  ol  Vir 
ginia. 

Here  a voice  in  the  crowd  called  out,  “nine 
cheers  for  old  Virginia,”  and  nine  cheers  were 
given. 

The  hon.  Win.  C.  Rives  then  came  forward,  and 
was  received  with  tumultuous  shouts  of  welcome. 
He  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr  President  and  fellow  citizens  of  the  stale  of 
New  York:  I am  most  proud  and  tiappv  to  have  the 
oppoitunily  ol  meeting  so  large  and  imposing  an 
assemblage  of  my  brothei  freemen  of  New  York, 


and  to  have  the  privilege  of  mingling  with  you 
around  the  old  republican  council  tires  of  the  un- 
changed democracy  of  the  north.  I have  long 
wished,  my  friends,  to  come  among  you — to  have 
the  opportunity  to  commune  with  you  face  to  face 
on  the  great  interests  of  our  common  country,  as  I 
in  my  conscience  believe  they  were  never  exposed 
to  more  imminent  hazard  than  at  this  moment — to 
come  among  you  to  rekinnle  anew  my  soul  at  the 
altar  of  your  ardent  patriotism,  and  to  warm  my 
heart  and  strengthen  my  resolution  by  those  noble 
examples  of  sell-devotion  and  courage  which  your 
state  presents  to  the  love  and  the  admiration  ol  the 
whole  union.  Yes,  fellow  citizens,  I well  recollect 
that  crisis  in  the  destiny  of  our  country,  when  a 
small  Spartan  band,  to  which  my  honorable  friend 
has  already  made  allusion,  presented  themselves  in 
the  breach,  to  sacrifice  themselves,  if  needful,  in 
vindication  of  the  liberties  and  the  rights  of  the 
American  people.  [Great  applause].  And  how  can 
one  who  had  the  honor  to  be  among  the  humblest  of 
that  noble  band — tiow  can  he  otherwise  feel — how 
can  he  feel  any  other  sentiment  than  that  of  honest 
exultation,  when  he  sees  that  mustard  seed,  the 
smallest  of  all  seeds,  planted  in  the  soil  of  American 
gratitude,  grows  and  flourishes,  and  becomes  a great 
tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air  may  seek  rest  there- 
in? Fellow  citizens,  if  I did  ever  aspire — and  I do 
not  aspire — to  any  reward  for  any  humble  exertions 
of  mine  in  that  glorious  cause,  to  see  this  glorious 
congregation  ot  freemen,  and  to  hear  them  say, 
“well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant” — this  is  all 
the  reward  I have  ever  enjoyed,  or  ever  hope  to 
possess.  Fellow  citizens,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a 
grear  struggle  of  adverse  and  contending  elements, 
on  the  issue  ot  which,  I do  most  solemnly  believe,  the 
safety  of  those  republican  institutions  which  we  de- 
rived from  our  ancestors,  vitally  depends.  When 
before,  in  the  life  time  of  the  oldest  here  present, 
since  the  hour  which  consummated  the  revolutiona- 
ry struggle,  have  we  seen  the  public  mind  of  Ame- 
rica so  deeply  agitated  from  one  end  of  this  conti- 
nent to  the  other?  The  fountains  of  the  miglity 
deep,  as  it  were,  are  broken  up  from  their  founda- 
tion, and  this  mighty  nation  of  fifteen  millions  of 
freemen,  is  organized  into  a standing  “committee  of 
safety,”  to  take  council  tor  the  public  good,  and  to 
keep  “watch  and  ward”  over  the  common  libeities 
of  us  all.  Aye,  my  friends,  what  means  this  un- 
wonted attendance  of  the  fairer  and  better  portion 
of  ourcommon  nature,  (alluding  to  the  great  atten- 
dance of  ladies),  but  that  their  sacred  altars  and 
firesides  are  in  jeopardy,  and  that  all  the  morality 
and  religion  of  this  land,  and  every  thing  that  is 
dear  to  human  affection,  is  threatened  by  the  tideof 
demoralization  now  so  rife  at  Washington,  and  which 
has  from  thence  spread,  and  is  sweeping  over  our 
land,  and  that  public  liberty  which  has  been  the 
shield  and  sate  guard  of  all  those  blessings,  is  threa- 
tened will)  imminent  destruction?  It  is  in  vain  for 
any  advocate  ot  power  here  or  elsewhere  to  speak 
of  excitement  such  as  this,  as  factious  or  factitious. 
Once,  said  a statesman  of  England,  he  knew  not 
how  to  draw  up  a bill  of  indictment  against  a whole 
nation  of  people,  and  I say  no  man  is  authorised,  in 
reference  to  the  display  ol  majesty  here  to-day,  to 
speak  of  us  this  day,  and  of  this  anxious  universal 
agitation  of  the  public  mind,  as  the  result  of  a fac- 
tious excitement.  No,  no,  my  friends,  the  great 
issue  of  ’76  is  come  forward  again.  I say  it  fear- 
lessly, and  if  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to  accom- 
pany me  in  the  remarks  which  I propose  to  submit 
to  you  this  evening,  I doubt  not  you  will  hold  me 
justified  in  the  declaration  I make,  that  the  whole 
course  of  the  present  administration  has  been  a 
standing  war  on  ttie  great  interests  of  our  country, 
and  a flagrant  conspiracy  against  the  rights  and  li- 
berties ol  the  American  people.  [Applause].  I say 
this,  fellow  citizens,  I beg  you  to  understand,  un- 
der the  influence  of  no  passionate  excitement  in  iny 
own  bosom!  I speak  under  a full  sense  of  the  sa- 
cred obligation  which  a free  representative  of  the 
people  ought  to  feel,  when  he  discourses  with  his 
fellow  citizens,  on  the  interests  of  their  common 
country;  and  if  I do  not  satisfy  you,  that  in  pro- 
nouncing this  declaration,  I have  but  uttered  the 
“words  of  truth  and  soberness,”  then,  fellow  citi- 
zens, the  failure  may  be  attributed  to  the  feebleness 
of  the  advocate,  and  not  to  a defect  in  the  truth  and 
justice  of  the  cause.  My  friends,  in  common  with 
a large  majority  of  you  whom  I have  the  honor  to 
address  this  day,  I supported  honestly  and  heartily, 
the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  presidency  of 
the  United  Slates.  (Numerous  voices  in  the  crowd 
cried  “so  did  I.”)  Gentlemen,  that  is  the  response 
I expected  from  this  large  assembly.  I know  you 
did;  and  I did  so  too,  and  for  precisely  the  same  rea- 
sons that  you  supported  him — because  1 rpposed 
faith  and  confidence  in  those  professions  of  his  de- 
mocracy which  no  man  more  eloquently  and  unequi- 
vocally made  than  Martin  Van  Buren.  But  1 also 
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supported  hi  in  as  a southern  man  and  a Virginian, 
tor  a reason  not  common  to  yourselves.  I was  glad 
to  have  the  opportunity,  as  a Virginian,  to  manifest 
to  New  York,  in  the  person  of  one  who  was  deem- 
ed her  favorite  son,  that  debt  of  gratitude  which  was 
due  to  her  for  standing  by  the  sons  of  Virginia,  iri 
our  great  constitutional  battle  for  liberty;  and  I can 
say  in  truth,  in  the  name  of  rny  own  honored  com- 
monwealth, that  she  too,  by  this  impulse  of  grati- 
tude, was  glad  to  come  freely  forward  with  the  ener- 
gies of  her  whole  mind  and  soul,  to  support  a citizen 
of  N.  York.  But  my  friends,  when  we  found  that 
Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  by  every  measure  of  his 
administration,  from  ttie  outset  to  his  latest  act,  fal- 
sifying those  republican  professions  on  which  we 
gave  him  our  confidence — when  we  found  his  con- 
duct in  office  conflicting  with  the  professions  which 
brought  him  into  it — when  I thought  honestly  that 
I did  see  him  pursuing,  in  spite  of  remonstrance 
from  his  own  state  and  all  others  of  the  union,  mea- 
sures which  I believed  were,  fraught  not  only  with 
certain  destruction  to  the  property  of  all,  but  with 
imminent  danger  to  our  common  liberties,  I could 
not,  as  an  honest  man,  hold  up  my  face  before  my 
honest  compatriots  of  Virginia,  and  the  whole  union, 
and  continue  my  support  to  him  any  longer.  (Ap- 
plause). Fellow  citizens,  I did  more.  Placed  by 
the  confidence  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  Virginia, 
with  your  own  noble  son,  who  has  just  addressed 
you,  (Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge),  and  who  never  will 
deceive  you — [great  applause]—- in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  represenlative  of  a free 
people  of  America,  I did  not  satisfy  myself  with  a 
mere  negative  discharge  of  my  duty  by  refusing,  to 
give  my  concurrence  to  the  measures  which  were 
proposed  by  his  administration.  I felt  that  I had  a 
higher  duty  to  perform — to  cry  aloud  and  spare  not; 
and  because  I,  with  my  honoiable  friend, Mr. Tall- 
madge of  your  own  state — [great  cheering] — and 
in  concurrence  with  another  noble  champion  of 
American  liberty,  (Mr.  Legare),  who  has  come 
here  to  aid  us  this  day,  [renewed  cheering],  when 
we  thus  interpreted  our  duty  to  our  country  and 
acted  thus,  fearless  of  all  consequences,  and  look 
ing  only  for  the  approbation  of  our  God  and  the 
thanks  of  our  country,  which  we  this  day  receive — 
when  we  pursued  this  course,  as  we  were  in  duty 
bound  fearlessly  to  pursue  it,  you  heard  us  denounc- 
ed from  one  extreme  to  another  as  traitors  and  apos- 
tates. For  what,  my  fellow  citizens?  For  one  I 
glory  in  the  name.  [Great  cheering],  I glory  in 
a name,  my  fellow  citizens,  with  which,  earned  by 
such  conduct,  in  the  better  days  of  the  republic,  1 
might  aspire  to  some  humble  praise — a name  which 
I consider  the  highest  title  of  distinction,  and  which 
I hope  to  transmit  to  my  posterity.  [Applause]. — 
But  1 ask  my  friends,  and  if  there  are  any  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  friends  present,  with  whom  in  better 
days  I had  the  honor  to  stand  side  by  side,  fighting 
the  battle  of  constitutional  liberty  in  this  blessed 
land  of  ours — I appeal  to  them,  and  I ask  them  to 
say  how  have  we  been  traitors  and  apostates?  Have 
we  betrayed  a solitary  principle  of  that  cherished 
republican  creed  which  we  professed  in  common 
with  that  individual  who  now  occupies  the  highest 
office  in  this  country?  I call  in  vain,  and  ever  shall, 
for  any  one  to  specify  one  solitary  instance  in  which 
we  have  departed  from  a single  principle  of  the  old 
and  orthodox  creed  of  this  country,  that  we  ever 
professed,  and  to  which  we  still  adhere.  There  is 
no!  one.  Well  then,  my  friends,  have  we  been  trai- 
tors to  you?  [No!  no].  No,  no,  my  friends;  it  is 
that  stern  and  unflinching  fidelity  with  which  we 
have  stood  by  you  and  the  common  liberties  of  our 
country,  which  constitutes  our  highest  offence  in 
the  eyes  of  those  who  thus  stigmatize  us. 

What  is  it,  then,  my  friends?  Treason  to  Martin 
Van  Buren!  [Shouts  of  laughter].  I thank  God, 
my  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  for  myself,  and  I 
can  equally  say  it  for  my  honored  friends  here,  that 
I never  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Martin  Van 
Buren  or  to  his  government;  and  so  long  as  God 
spares  me  the  use  of  my  faculties,  to  direct  my  ac- 
tions, I never  will.  [Immense  cheering]. 

But  i have  taken  the  oath,  of  allegiance  to  my 
own  honored  commonwealth,  and  I took  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  support  the  common  constitution  of  our 
common  country;  and  I feel,  and  trust  I ever  will 
leel  the  solemn  and  sacred  obligation  which  such  an 
oath  imposes,  when  brought  into  conflict  with  such 
miserable  considerations  as  are  connected  with  mere 
party  discipline.  [Loud  and  continued  cheering] . 
But  my  old  republican  friends,  and  I am  happy  to 
appeal  to  such,  you  shall  have  an  opportunity  this 
day,  if  my  strength  already  nearly  exhausted  in  the 
fields  of  action,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  if  my 
voice  does  not  fail  me,  and  your  patience  will  ena 
ble  me  to  go  on  with  the  development,  I will  enable 
you,  by  the  fight  of  truth,  and  Ihe  unerring  light  of 
history,  to  judge  who  are  the  real  apostates,  and  who 
are  the  traitors  to  their  country.  [Cheers].  Whether 


we  who  stand  bpfore  you,  w ho  have  been  arraigned 
for  those  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  against  our 
common  country,  or  those  who  have  falsely  accused 
us.  [Cheers,  and  cries  of  “them,  to  be  sure.”] 

Gentlemen,  and  I beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
appeal  to  every  man  who  answers  to  the  name  of 
republican — whether  he  stands  in  the  ranks  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  or  amongst  the  great  body  of  the  people 
who  are  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  measures; 

I appeal  to  all,  without  distinction  of  party,  to  say 
whether  the  measures  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  adminis- 
tralion  have  not  been,  from  beginning  to  end,  one 
continued  struggle,  to  build  up  executive  power;  ar,d 
to  build  up  executive  patronage;  to  use  his  own  lan- 
guage in  the  better  days  of  his  history,  for  his  own 
condemnation,  “to  absorb  all  power  from  its  legiti- 
mate purposes,  and  to  condense  it  under  one  single 
head — and  that  the  executive.”  And  this  has  been 
done,  gentlemen,  by  a son  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
I will  not  call  him  her  favorite  son,  for  you  disown 
him.  [A  voice  in  the  crowd  cried  out — “we  wont 
own  him  for  a son.”]  As  1 told  him  to  his  face,  he 
has  forgotton  all  those  traditions  which  in  his  ear- 
liest history  bound  him  to  your  service,  and  to  the 
principles  of  democracy.  What  did  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren say  in  a memorable  debate  in  the  year  1826, 
when  reviewing  the  history  of  political  parties  in 
this  country,  and  defining  his  own  position?  He 
then,  when  putting  forth  the  specious  creed  of  his 
democracy  and  republicanism,  to  aid  him  in  gain- 
ing the  highest  station  in  this  country — the  execu- 
tive, he  then  thought  proper  to  give  us  with  the  light 
of  his  experience  and  his  matured  reflection  on  the 
subject  of  these  remarks,  on  the  distinction  which 
he  drew  between  the  rival  creeds  of  democracy  and 
federalism.  I quote  his  own  words  which  he  used 
in  the  debate  on  Foot’s  resolutions — “the  constant 
aim  of  the  federal  parly  has  always  been  to  absorb 
all  power  from  its  legitimate  purposes,  and  to  con- 
dense it  to  a single  head,  the  executive;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  the  true  democratic  republican  party  of 
the  country  had  ever  exerted  its  power  to  resist 
these  encroachments,  and  to  limit  the  extent  of  ex- 
ecutive power.” 

Now,  on  which  side  the  line  of  this  party  dis- 
tinction, as  drawn  by  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren  him- 
self, has  your  great  or  little  magician  been  found? 
[Laughter].  On  which  side  the  line  drawn  by  the 
magic  finger  of  Martin  Van  Buren  does  he  himself 
stand  and  his  party?  and  on  which  side  stand  we, 
the  people?  I say  we,  the  people,  for  I am  one  of 
them;  for  this  is  no  paltry  and  evanescent  contest 
between  rival  aud  contending  parties  in  the  coun- 
try— between  whigs  and  democrats;  but  is  a great 
and  vital  contest  between  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple who  seek  to  vindicate  their  claim  to  the  liberty 
which  their  ancestors  bequeathed  to  them,  and  the 
officeholders,  with  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren  at  their 
head,  at  Washington.  [Applause]. 

My  friends,  will  you  have  patience  with  me  while 
I review  some  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  own  misdeeds, 
and  bring  to  the  test  of  his  own  definition  of  repub- 
licanism and  democracy,  the  character  of  his  own 
administration?  I mean  not  to  speak  of  an  isolated 
act;  but  I will  speak  of  the  general  tenor  of  his  acts, 
and  I will  enter  into  arteries  of  those  acts  and  mea- 
sures which  have  given  a distinctive  character  to  the 
policy  of  his  administration.  And  it  will  be  found 
that  his  administration  devtlopes  a train — not  a so- 
litary usurpation — but  a train  of  abuses,  all  pursued, 
with  one  unvarying  aim,  to  establish  an  executive 
supremacy,  or  in  other  words,  a tyranny  over  the 
free  people  of  these  states. 

Gentlemen,  take  his  first  and  leading  measure, 
Ihe  sub-treasury,  or,  as  I understand  it  is  called  by 
'Mr.  Van  Buren’s  advocates  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  the  independent  treasury — a scheme  to  make 
the  government  independent  of  their  rightful  mas- 
ters, the^ieople.  [Cries  of  “it  is.”]  What  is  that 
boastful  scheme  by  which  the  whole  country  is  con- 
vulsed, and  which,  by  the  tactics  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren, has  been  fastened  on  the  necks  of  the  people? 
Why,  it  takes  from  its  most  legitimate  depository 
the  most  vital  and  important  power,  the  government 
of  the  public  purse,  and  puts  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
chief  execulive  magistrate  of  the  union.  Let  my 
honorable  friend,  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  argue  like  a 
“Philadelphia  lawyer,”  as  long  as  he  pleases,  in  his 
conventicle  at  Brooklyn,  and  the  truth  will  still 
bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  to  put  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive  agent,  and  those  exclusive- 
ly dependent  on  him  in  office,  is  in  fact  to  put  the 
public  purse  in  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  himself.  [Yes,  yes]. 

Now,  my  hiends,  let  Mr.  Marlin  Van  Buren  be 
the  judge  and  the  witness,  and  try  this  measure  by 
his  own  definition  of  republicanism  and  federalism. 
They  call  ir  modern,  and  I will  say  it  is  a spurious 
democracy.  Is  it  republican,  my  friends,  to  attempt 
to  take  the  custody  of  your  money,  which  the  con- 
stitution places  in  the  responsible  hands  of  your 


representatives,  and  give  it,  with  unlimited  domi- 
nion, to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  his  minions  and  dependents? 
[No,  no], 

Mr.  Van  Buren  himself,  if  he  were  here,  would 
by  recollecting  his  former  declarations,  he  compell- 
ed to  stand  corrected  on  that  head,  that  it  is  not  an- 
cient and  orthodox  republicanism.  It  may  be 
modern  and  degenerate  loco  focoism.  [Immense 
cheering]. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Van  Buren 
for  another  novel  and  alarming  doctrine  which  he 
has  attempted  to  interpolate  on  our  republican  in- 
stitutions. You  all  will  recollect — you  who  have 
done  me  the  honor  at  any  time  to  regard  those  solemn 
words  of  warning  which  from  time  to  time  from  my 
seat  in  the  senate  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  utter  in 
the  ear  of  our  common  country — you  will  not  have 
forgotten  those  ominous  words  in  the  second  annual 
message  of  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  who,  while  re- 
newing his  recommendation  of  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
did  so  under  the  pretext  that  it  would  divorce  banks 
from  the  state;  and  in  the  same  breath  he  urged  upon 
the  United  States  the  doctrine  that  while  all  legal 
and  responsible  connection  between  the  government 
and  the  state  banks  should  be  dissolved,  the  ex- 
ecutive should  have  unlimited  discretion  to  employ 
the  banks  or  not,  as  he  and  his  gifted  secretary,  Levi 
Woodbury,  might  think  proper — that  Levi  Wood- 
bury, of  whom,  I think  my  friend  here  (Mr.  N.  P. 
Tallmadge)  used  to  say,  that  his  head  was  a muddy 
as  the  Missouri — [roars  of  laughter] — that  you 
should  leave  them  at  perfect  liberty  to  employ  banks 
when,  where  and  howsoever  they  might  think  pro- 
per for  party  expediency,  under  the  plausible  pre- 
text of  the  public  good.  Is  that  republican  doc- 
trine? Or  what  is  it,  my  friends?  Bring  it  to  the 
test  of  practical  operation,  and  what  is  it  but  this, 
that  after  giving  to  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren  unlimit- 
ed control  over  the  public  purse,  by  the  independent 
treasury  as  he  calls  it,  you  give  him  unlimited  do- 
minion over  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  country, 
by  giving  him  power  to  employ  banks  or  not  as  he 
may  see  fit,  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment. What  is  this  but  more  than  any  constitutional 
monarch  in  the  world  has?  What  is  it,  while  you 
put  into  his  hands  such  power,  but  to  subject  the 
banks  to  the  diminion  of  executive  influence — to 
hold  out  to  him  the  power  to  subsidize  and  enlist 
the  banking  institutions  for  the  parly  services  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  [It  is  to  become 
a monarch].  Aye,  what  is  it  but  as  you  observe, 
to  make  him  a limited  monarch.  [Applause],  How 
is  this?  What  did  Andrew  Jackson,  whom  we  de- 
lighted to  support  in  his  better  days,  and  while  we 
believed  him  true  to  Jeffersonian  democracy — what 
did  he  tell  us?  Why,  in  regard  to  the  public  mo- 
neys, or  the  employment  ot  banking  institutions  as 
a fiscal  agent  of  government,  that  as  little  as  possi- 
ble should  be  left  to  the  executive.  But  Mr.  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren  is  the  follower  in  the  footsteps  of 
i hat  illustrous  man — [laughter]— -but  he  follows  in 
his  footsteps  only  to  take  the  back  track.  [Renew- 
ed laughter] . He  comes  forward,  and  in  contempt 
of  this  maxim  ot  genuine  democracy,  delivered  over 
and  over  again  in  his  annual  messages  by  general 
Jackson,  he  tells  you  to  leave  every  thing  to  the 
government.  Now,  gentlemen,  is  this  democratic 
doctrine?  What  said  Jefferson  in  his  first  message 
to  congress?  and  he  is  the  highest  authority  on  all 
questions  of  genuine  democracy?  Why  that  all  ex- 
ecutive power  over  the  public  money  should  be 
strictly  circumscribed  by  legal  and  constitutional 
bounds,  and  yet  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren  is  impatient 
of  all  legal  restraints. 

He  says,  the  union  between  the  government  and 
tire  banks  must  be  dissolved;  but  you  may  have  all 
imaginable  connection,  if  you  will  permit  the  pre- 
sident to  direct  it  on  his  ow  n terms,  and  as  the  inte- 
rests of  his  factions  require.  Gentlemen,  is  that 
republicanism  or  federalism?  [“It  is  despotism.”] 
Yes,  it  is  despotism.  Do  not  let  us  characterize  it 
by  party  names,  and  call  it  federalism.  [Laughter], 
I say  it  is  bank  monopoly,  and  not  American  fede- 
deralism.  It  is  bank  usurpation;  [applause];  the 
usurpation  of  an  absolute  monarch,  and  will  the 
voice  of  New  York  respond  to  that?  [No,  no]  — 
Gentlemen,  do  you  think  I have  done?  [No,  rio,  go 
on].  If  you  will  permit  me,  gentlemen,  I will  pro- 
ceed with  the  almost  unlimited  calalogue  of  mis- 
deeds; but  if  had  my  life  lengthened  a thousand 
years,  and  I had  a thousand  tongues,  I should  not 
be  able  lo  enlarge  Ihe  catalogue  of  executive  usur- 
pation. But  let  me  call  your  attention  to  a lew  facts, 
by  which  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  acts  of 
the  anti-republican  party,  the  monarchical  and  des- 
potic administration,  into  which  your  government 
lias  fallen.  My  friends,  what  did  general  Jackson 
tell  us — lie  whom  we  formerly  supported?  Mv  re- 
publican friends — rny  Van  Buren  friends — if  there 
are  such  who  honor  me  with  their  attention  this 
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day.  and  to  whom  1 may  make  a friendly  admonito- 
ry appeal — what  did  Andrew  Jackson  say  in  his  first 
inaugural  address  to  congress?  Did  he  not  tell  us 
that  he  deemed  it  the  first  and  the  highest  duties 
prescribed  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  the  list  of 
official  responsibilities  of  the  president,  to  restrain 
all  those  abuses  that  brought  the  executive  in  con- 
flict with  the  Iree  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage? 

And  what  did  Jefferson  say  in  his  letter  in  reply 
to  an  application  of  gov.  McKean,  of  Pa?  Jefferson 
told  him  what  he  said  might  be  true  of  the  past, 
but  for  the  future  he  would  be  president  of  the  U. 
States,  and  he  pledged  himself  that  if  any  federal 
officer  dependent  on  the  pleasure  of  the  national 
executive,  should  attempt  to  influence  or  control  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  of  the  people,  he 
would  immediately  and  ignominiously  dismiss  him 
from  office.  [Cheers].  And  how  did  he  redeem  it? 
[Loud  cheers].  He  was  not  a man  of  word3  only, 
but  showed  his  faith  by  works.  And  when  he  be- 
came president,  one  of  his  first  acts  was  his  circular 
to  notify  the  officers  of  the  national  government  to 
forbear,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  all  interference 
with  the  elective  franchise,  under  the  penalty  ofdis- 
missal  from  office.  And  what  said  he  on  the  sub- 
ject? “What  is  it  to  permit  the  interference  of  the 
federal  agent,  but  to  suppress  and  smother  the  great 
constitutional  privileges  of  the  people,  by  patronage 
and  every  other  sort  of  corrupt  means?”  [Loud  and 
continued  cheering]. 

And  how  has  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  follower  in  I he 
footsteps  of  general  Jackson,  acted  on  these  doc- 
trines? Has  he  respected  this  vital  attribute  of  po- 
pular sovereignty?  On  the  contrary,  has  he  not 
encouraged  their  officiousness  in  seeking  to  take 
from  the  people  themselves  the  great  vital  privilege 
of  choosing  their  own  representatives  without  in- 
teference  and  dictation,  and  subject  not  to  the  con- 
trol or  dictation  of  the  executive? 

Look  at  the  memorable  report  of  Mr.  Wall,  sena- 
tor of  the  United  States,  w'hich  was  sustained  by  a 
party  majority,  and  pushed  on  by  party  discipline — 
more  particularly  when  the  doctrine  has  been  ex- 
tolled by  a paity  in  the  United  States — how  has  he 
acted  upon  them?  My  friends,  my  New  York  re- 
publican friends,  look  at  the  scene  exhibited  before 
you  in  that  great  focus  of  corruption,  the  custom 
house  of  New  York?  Have  not  a responsible  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U. 
States,  acting  under  the  responsibility  of  their  oath 
of  office,  show  n that  there  was  an  organised  system 
of  interference  with  the  popular  right  of  suffrage, 
in  every  department  of  that  custom  house?  Every 
one  of  these  fungi  of  executive  patronage  have  been 
laid  under  contribution,  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  their  salary,  to  contribute  to  a fund  to  suborn 
the  great  right  of  popular  suffrage;  some  $50,  some 
$l()l),  some  $150.  And  when  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  was  called  upon  to  interdict  this,  did 
he  do  so?  No!  no!  But  instead  of  this  he  has  done 
the  reverse.  Has  he  issued  a circular?  has  he  done 
so?  No,  he  never  has;  and  as  long  as  he  remains  in 
power  he  never  will.  For  no  more  gratifying  ser- 
vice can  an  officer  render  to  him,  than  to  busy  him- 
self with  the  elections  to  keep  tip  this  party  dynasty. 
[Cheer?].  What  have  we  seen?  An  inferior  sub- 
clerk at  Washington,  under  the  nose  of  the  presi- 
dent, devoting  his  whole  time  in  and  out  of  office, 
writing  articles  for  newspapers,  to  instruct  the  dear 
people  how  to  bestow'  their  sutfrages  to  uphold  this 
dynasty.  And  Mr.  Van  Buren,  instead  of  discoun- 
tenancing this  thing,  has  encouraged  it!  There  was 
the  memorable  interference  in  the  crisis  of  the  Vir- 
ginia election  on  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  then  thought 
that  his  late  depended.  There  was  an  insulting 
column  in  Ritchie’s  “Enquirer,”  which  villified  the 
individual  before  you,  for  the  purpose  ot  inducing 
the  people  of  that  ancient  and  honorable  common- 
wealth, to  give  their  suffrages  so  as  best  to  sustain 
Mr.  Van  Buren  in  power. 

But  the  people  of  Virginia,  true  to  Virginia, 
wherever  attempts  were  made  to  overawe  their  ho- 
nest confidence,  they  rebuked  them.  Yet  what  did 
Mr.  Van  Buren  do?  Did  he  leave  the  insolent  offi- 
cial menial  in  miserable  obscurity?  He,  who  was 
filling  up  the  columns  of  Richie’s  “Enquirer”  with 
abuse  of  your  humble  servant — he  who  was  only 
an  inferior  before  (here  N.  P.  Tallmadge  cried  out 
“a  clerk  in  the  treasury  department,”)  to  increase 
this  interference;  he  was  taken  up,  and  from  a $1,400 
clerkship,  in  some  obscure  department,  where  he 
had  no  duties  but  to  promote  the  sinking  fortunes 
of  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
high  and  dignified  office  ol  under  secretary  of  state. 
(Cries  of  “shame  shame!”) 

Fellow  citizens  need  I recall  your  attention  to 
another  instance  without  parallel,  of  a government, 
pretending  to  a decent  regard  for  popular  opinion, 
in  the  case  exhibited  of  Amos  Kendall,  your  late 
postmaster  general  of  the  United  States,  laying 
down  his  office  as  confidential  adviser  of  the  presi- 


dent in  the  privy  council,  and  become  a writer  for  a 
miserable  party  press?  [Here  a stentorian  voice 
from  the  crowd  cried  out,  “and  all  for  one  dollar!” 
Laughter], 

Yes,  all  for  one  dollar!  And  not  one  only;  for 
knowing  full  well  that  he  and  his  masler  have  so 
impoverished  the  people  of  this  great  nation,  that 
very  few  are  able  to  pay  a dollar.  And  if  not  “club,” 
and  give  us  a quarter  a piece!  For  the  one  thing 
needful,  in  the  eyes  of  this  administration  is  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  “ Extra,  Globe.” 

Well,  what  do  you  see?  One  of  those  public  ser- 
vants, availing  himself  of  the  confidence  which  his 
situation  gave  him,  growing  up  into  familiarity  with 
the  various  deputy  postmasters,  writing  letters, 
which  were  virtual  commands,  calling  upon  their 
true  fealty  to  the  party  to  procure  subscribers  for 
its  “one  thing  needful!”  Yes,  whatdothey  tell  you, 
my  republican  friends?  Why,  that  our  farmers  and 
mechanics  must  have  as  “the  one  thing  needful,” 
the  Extra  Globe.  You  may  do  without  tea  and  sugar, 
and  the  comforts  of  life  to  which  you  have  been 
accustomed  from  childhood,  but  the  one  thing  need- 
ful, without  which  you  cannot  do,  is  to  subscribe  a 
quarter  of  a dollar  to  this  Extra  Globe,  and  through 
it  support  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren. 
[Laughter  and  cheers.] 

Now,  have  you  seen  the  rebuke  with  which  a high 
minded  president  would  have  visited  instinctively 
any  interference  with  such  vital  privileges? — Then 
to  bring  it  to  the  test  of  Martin  Van  Buren’s  admis- 
sion, is  this  not  another  attempt  to  annihilate  the 
vital  principles  of  democracy,  and  to  wrest  from  the 
people  those  precious  privileges  of  choosing  their 
own  representatives,  and  submit  that  privilege  to 
the  control  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
himself?  Is  this  republicanism,  or  is  it  despotism  and 
tyranny,  aye,  and  monarchy  itself?  [Loud  cheers, 
and  cries  of  “it  is!’’] 

My  friends,  I have  not  time  to  dwell  on  all  those 
things;  but  there  is  one  more  demonstrated  act  of 
this  administration,  which  I cannot  in  justice  to 
this  occasion,  omit  to  notice — I mean  the  attempt 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  through  his 
secretary  of  war,  after  having  obtained  possession 
of  the  public  purse,  to  obtain  unlimited  control 
over  these  sound  institutions  of  our  country,  (faith- 
ful to  the  traditions  of  the  usurpers  of  all  other 
countries),  to  take  the  sword  in  time  of  peace  from 
where  the  constitution  has  placed  it,  and  to  put 
that  too  in  the  puny  grasp  of  your  executive  majes- 
ty. Is  this  republican  democracy,  or  is  it  despotism? 
[Cheers,  and  cries  “he  can’t  use  a sword,  d — n 
him.”] 

How  does  this  square  with  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  de- 
finition of  republicanism?  I know  a miserable  at- 
tempt has  been  made,  fellow  citizens,  to  quibble  Mr. 
Van  Buren  out  of  this  measure;  but  all  in  vain!  He 
is  the  legitimate  responsible  author  of  this  extraor- 
dinary conspiracy,  which  has  risen  up  in  these  latter 
days  of  degeneracy — which  has  risen  up  in  this  free, 
republican  government  of  America,  to  crush  the 
liberties  of  the  people. 

Need  I tell  you,  reading,  intelligent,  reflecting 
men,  as  you  are,  what  were  the  lineaments  of  this 
bold  and  daring  plan  of  military  usurpation,  to  con- 
trol the  constitutional  power  over  the  militia  of  the 
states,  in  time  of  peace,  which  the  constitution  has 
reserved  to  the  states  themselves?  I recall  it.  I 
allude  to  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
Mr.  Poinsett,  which  was  under  the  eyes  ol  the  pre- 
sident, vvhem  he  submitted  his  message  to  congress, 
in  which  he  said,  “I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend 
the  plan  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled.” 

Now,  let  us  look  at  that  report  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s; 
and  I meant  to  confine  myself  to  his  original  com- 
munication made  to  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren  himself, 
and  which  was  before  his  eyes  when  he  submitted 
his  message  to  congress.  And  what  was  it  but  to 
annihilate  all  state  sovereignty,  and  to  centre  it  in 
the  president;  to  lay  off  these  twenty-six  indepen- 
dent states  into  ten  milliiary  satrops,  or  military 
despotisms,  in  imitation  of  the  military  despotism  of 
the  Persian  monarchy,  lor  it  is  to  that  we  must  come? 
Yes,  a proposition,  without  regard  to  stateguardian- 
sliip,  was  made  to  divide  the  United  Slates  into 
eight  or  ten  military  districts,  (I  think  at  first  eight 
was  the  proposition),  and  to  organize  the  militia, as 
they  called  it,  in  each  district,  so  that  you  would 
have  had  12,500  men  in  each  of  these  satraps  in  ac- 
tive service,  himself  the  commander-in  chief  of  the 
United  States,  when  they  should  be  called  into  active 
service.  They  were  to  be  discipled  by  the  officers 
of  the  regular  army;  they  were  to  be  drilled  and 
commanded  by  officers  of  the  United  Slates  army, 
and  disciplined  wherever  and  whenever  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  or  the  president  should  call  them  into  ser 
vice;  and  further,  they  were  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the 
United  States,  and  consequently,  under  the  consti- 
tution, subject  to  articles  of  war,  and  necessarily 


subject  to  martial  law  in  the  time  of  peace!  [Cties 
of  “shame!”] 

And  yet  they  insult  you,  taking  you  for  misera- 
ble dupes  and  gulls,  by  calling  this  plan  a militia. 
What!  in  the  ]>ay  and  service  of  the  United  States, 
drilled  and  trained  by  the  officers  of  the  regular  army, 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  in  time 
of  peace,  and  yet  they  insult  a free  people  by 
telling  them  that  this  is  a militia  force!  [Cries  of 
“shame!”] 

There  may  be  those  w ho  for  party  allegiance  may 
be  induced  to  surrender  their  liberties  and  dearest 
rights  on  the  altar  of  party  despotism;  but  even 
those  revolt  and  repel  as  it  deserves,  such  an  insult 
as  this  directed  to  their  rights,  feelings  and  under- 
standing. No  one,  my  friends,  of  the  republican 
sons  of  New  York,  or  the  republican  sons  of  Vir- 
ginia, or  any  one  of  our  cherished  sister  states  of 
this  republican  union,  but  knows  too  well  the  mise- 
rable device,  to  be  gulled  by  such  a nomenclature  as 
this — all  intended  and  purposed  to  carve  out  from 
the  militia  of  the  sovereign  states,  a standing  fe- 
deral army  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  command  of  the  president,  in  a time  of  peace, 
and  to  he  drdled  and  trained  by  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war  and  to  all  the  sanguinary  rigor  of  the  martial 
code.  (Here  a voice  in  the  crowd,  cried  out  “he 
does  it  to  make  himself  first  consul!  Napoleon 
like!”) 

You  will  be  reminded  by  your  own  recollection 
of  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  what  a mild,  smooth, 
affable,  smiling — what  a polite  man  he  is — (Laugh- 
ter)— a man  who  never  wielded  a sword  when  his 
country  called  for  his  services — and  is  he  to  be  sus- 
pected of  such  a daring  attempt  at  military  usurpa- 
tion? Gentlemen,  you  have  not  read  human  nature 
as  1 have  read  it,  if  you  have  not  interpreted  that 
humility  “is  young  and  old  ambition’3  ladder”  too. 
(Applause).  Look  at  Cromwell!  Was,  not  his 
usurpation  in  the  name,  and  avowedly  for  the  bene- 
fit. of  the  dear  people?  Look  at  Bonaparte! 

When  he  turned  out  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
did  he  not  do  it  in  the  name  of  equality,  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  dear  people?  And  1 set  up  Mr.  Van 
Buren  against  all  the  men  of  other  times  in  reveren- 
tial regard  for  the  “dear  people.”  Gentlemen  I 
have  called  your  attention  to  what  Cromwell  has 
done  in  regard  to  this  very  militia — his  regular  army 
has  become  a little  refractory;  he  could  not  depend 
upon  them  lor  the  purposes  of  despotic  power,  and 
therefore,  he  wanted  to  make  a lodgment  on  the  peo- 
ple? Whatdidhedo?  Precisely  what  Mr.  Van  Buren 
has  attempted  to  do.  He  created  a standing  army 
under  the  name  of  militia,  because  he  conceived 
they  would  be  more  dependent  upon  the  executive 
than  your  regular  army'.  (He  has  taken  that,  as  he 
takes  all  his  projects,  from  Europe).  Yes,  ray 
friends,  he  has  taken  them  from  all  the  old  rotten 
despotisms  of  Europe,  and  even  from  the  piratical 
island  of  Cuba,  the  land  of  the  sub-treasury  and  the 
bloodhounds  too.  (Immense  cheering  and  roars  of 
laughter). 

Mr.  Rives  commenced  speaking  at  ten  minutes 
past  two,  and  finished  at  thirteen  minutes  to  six 
o’clock. 

Alter  Mr.  Rives  closed  his  speech,  there  were 
loud  cries  of  “Legare!  Legare!”  As  it  was  now 
nearly  dark,  Mr.  L.  begged  to  be  excused.  “No 
excuse,”  shouted  the  people.  “My  friends,”  said 
Mr.  L.  “I  shall  not  do  myself  justice.”  Cries  of 
“go  on.” 

Mr.  L.  “Well,  then,  I shall  have  to  speak  in  the 
dark,” 

The  crowd.  “Very  well;  we’ll  stay  and  hear 
you.” 

Lights  were  then  brought  and  placed  in  the  trees, 
and  Mr.  Lpgare  then  spoke  from  six  o’clock  until 
half  past  eight.  Mr.  L.  was  very  happy,  fervid  and 
eloquent. 

Joe  Hoxie  then  sang  the  song  given  above,  with 
this  verse  added  impiomptu  by  one  of  the  reporters 
for  the  Herald: 

“And  now  nine  cheers  for  Rives  and  hisfriend — friend 
— friend! 

And  I heir  states,  too! 

They’ll  help  us  soon  the  times  to  mend — 

For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too! 

For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  tun! 

And  w'ith  them  we’ll  beat  litde  Van — Van — Van — 

Van  is  a used  up  man! 

And  with  them  we’.l  beat  little  Van!’’ 

This  verse  was  responded  to  by  “nine  cheers  for 
the  Old  Dominion.”  These  were  given.  Judge 
Sandford  then  read  a long  address  and  several 
strong  resolutions.  These  were  put  by  the  venera- 
ble president,  and  carried.  Joe  Hoixe  then  sang 
the  song  of  “Up  Salt  River,”  and  the  meeting  ad- 
journed about  9j  o’clock  at  night,  peaceably  and 
quiet;  and  seta  ral  of  the  ladies  remained  till  the  last 
! moment. 
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Aquatic  life  hat.  The  palent  is  of  the  most  im- 
portant character,  and  surpasses  every  other  discovery 
for  the  preservation  of  life  from  drowning,  and  lully 
justifies  the  name  given  to  it.  Its  great  excellence 
consists  in  adapting  that  part  of  the  dress  which  is 
universally  worn  in  all  stations  to  the  purposes  or  a 
life  buoy,  and  is  so  contrived  that  there  is  not  any 
perceptible  difference,  when  upon  the  head  Irom  the 
common  hat,  which  circumstance,  together  with  its 
lightness  and  small  cost,  cannot  fail  in  making  it  a 
favorite  with  the  public.  But  in  addition  to  the  above 
recommendation,  the  person  who  uses  it  can,  at  his 
pleasure,  and  while  supported  by  it,  increase  its  buoy- 
ancy sufficiently  to  save  three  other  persons  who  may 
be  struggling  around  him.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
when  these  lacts  become  generally  known,  the  life  hat 
will  be  universally  used  bv  the  crews  of  the  royal  navy, 
merchant  vessels,  and  different  yacht  clubs,  watermen, 
and  all  description  of  persons  whose  avocations  take 
them  frequently  upon  the  water.  The  experiments 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  Royal  Humane  society,  whose  experience 
and  opinion,  being  valuable,  it  may  be  added,  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  ot  the  excellence  and  utility  of  the 
invention.  [ London  papers. 

Allegany  county,  Md.  The  population  of  Allega- 
nv  county,  according  to  the  census  just  taken,  is 
15,636— being  an  increase  of  5,084  since  1830. 

j^^jj'j’jjmitE  city.  Population  101,490  souls  being 
an  increase  of  20,865  since  1830. 

Banks.  The  Commercial  bank  of  Millington,  Kent 
county,  Md.  has  exploded,  and  one  of  the  concern  has 
been  arrested. 

Booksellers.  Three  individuals  at  this  moment 
have  almost  monopolized  the  bookselling  trade  in 
Germany.  The  most  powerful  of  these  is  baron  Cotta, 
the  proprietor  of  the  Allgemeine  Zeitung.  The  baron 
is  likewise  proprietor  of  six  literary  periodicals,  of  high 
standing,  and  is  said  to  have  from  300  to  400  editors  in 
his  pay.”  He  is  proprietor  of  the  copy  right  of  all  the 
works  of  Goethe,  Schiller,  Herden  and  Uhland.  The 
second  of  these  literary  grandees  is  Reimer,  of  Berlin, 
who  owns  the  copv-right  of  all  the  works  of  Jean 
Paul,  Tick,  Kleist,  Johannes  von  Muller,  Novalis  and 
Schlegel.  The  third  is  Brockhause,  of  Leipsic,  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Conversations  Lexicon,”  which  alone 
employs  the  time  and  talents  of  100  literary  men. 
Brockhause  is  likewise  the  publisher  of  a most  colossal 
Encyclopedia,  which,  when  finished,  will  consist  at 
least  of  200  volumes;  and  a few  months  since  he  com- 
menced a new  daily  paper,  and  is  about  to  publish,  at 
this  moment,  a periodical  work,  upon  a most  exten- 
sive and  peculiar  scale. 

Brandy  from  potato  starch.  A great  revolution  is 
at  present  going  on  in  the  distilling  trade,  from  the  recent 
discovery  that  potato  flour,  or  starch,  is  capable,  by 
due  fermentation,  of  yielding  a very  pure  and  well 
tasted  spirit.  Some  specimens  have  recently  been 
submitted  to  the  spirit  merchants,  which  even  the  most 
experienced  among  them  have  scarcely  been  able  to 
distinguish  from  French  brandy;  for  even  the  true 
vinous  flavor  of  cogniac  has  been  successfully  imitated 
by  certain  chemical  composition  which  the  English 
refiners  have  been  enabled  to  add  to  the  spirit  from 
potato  starch.  Three  distilleries  for  the  production  of 
this  kind  of  British  brandy  have  recently  been  erected 
in  the  metropolis,  and  two  of  those  are  already  in  ope- 
ration. [ London  paper. 

Cotton.  In  New  York,  prices  remain  at  our  last 
quotations— and  little  done  in  the  article,  lately. 

Mobile,  Oct.  19.  For  the  last  six  weeks  the  wpather 
has  been  as  fine  for  the  planter  as  lie  could  desire. 
The  equinoxial  storm,  so  severe  here,  did  not  extend 
into  the  interior,  and  the  picking  of  cotton  has  gone 
forward  wi'h  rapidity.  No  casualty  that  may  now 
befal  the  crop  can  possibly  make  it  a short  one.  I 
hive  no  doubt  our  receipts  will  reach  400,000  bales,  and 
the  production  of  the  U.  States  18. to  1900,000  bales, 
so  that  we  have  no  prospects  of  prices  going  above 
those  of  last  year. 

Our  receipts  of  cotton  last  year  made  446,775  bales, 
valued  at  $14,300  000;  the  year  before  last,  251,742 
bales,  valued  at  $16,500  000.  The  exports  from  this 
city,  however,  year  before  last,  made  a loss  to  the  ship- 
pers ot  over  $2,000,000. 

The  little  doing  in  cotton  is  at  a decline  from  the 
prices  o(  two  weeks  ago,  of  J to  1|  cents.  Sales  of 
fair  are  making  at  9[  cents,  and  other  grades  in  pro- 
portion. A further  reduction  is  anticipated  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  a large  accession  to  our  present  light  stock. 

Cuba.  The  island  contains  a population  of  about  a 
million  and  a half.  Upon  this  number  of  inhabitants, 
the  o-overnment  raises  a revenue  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week.  In  Philadelphia,  77, 
of  which  32  were  under  two  years  of  age,  and  10  were 
people  of  color.  In  Baltimore  33,  of  which  22  were 
moles  and  11  females;  S were  colored  persons,  4 slaves 
and  4 free;  1 1 were  under  2 years  of  age. 

Death  of  professor  Bonnycastle.  A letter  from 
the  university  to  a gentleman  of  this  city  announces 
the  de3th  of  Charles  Bonnycastle.  esq.  professor  of 
mathematics  in  that  institution.  This  event  inflicts  a 
serious  loss,  not  merely  upon  the  institution,  but  upon 
the  cause -of  science  in  Virginia.  Professor  B.  was  a 


gentleman  of  great  integrity,  and  justly  esteemed  for 
Iiis  private  worth  and  many  excellent  qualities. 

[ Richmond  Whig. 

Emigration.  A detachment  of  two  hundred  per- 
sons, mostly  farmers  from  England,  are  now  congre- 
gating at  Buffalo,  and  will  proceed  in  a day  or  two  for 
Illinois.  The  men  and  boys  are  sturdy,  athletic  fel- 
lows, and  the  mothers  and  daughters  the  picture  of 
health  itself.  Another  dot  upon  the  expansive  prairies. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  108jal09;  on 
France  5 12§;  on  Philadelphia  2|;  on  Baltimore  lgal^; 
Richmond  2|a3;  Charleston  ljalj;  Savannah  3ja3j; 
Augusta  4t;  New  Orleans  2a2|;  Natchez  20a25;  St. 
Louis  5Ja6. 

Flour,  in  N.  York,  Genessee  arrives  freely  and 
readily  commands  $5to5  12j  for  eastern  market. — 
Georgetown  is  dull  at  $5  S7|,  and  Richmond  mills  at 
$8  25.  At  Philadelphia,  superfine  readily  commands 
$5.  At  Baltimore  about  3,000  bbls.  sold  during  the 
week,  mostly  at  $4  94;  receiving  price  $4  S7j;  of  city, 
mills  about  3,000  bbls.  have  been  taken  for  export  at 
$4  87 j;  Susquehanna  is  held  at  $5.  The  inspections 
of  the  week  12,627  bbls.  and  372  half  bbls. 

Gallicia.  According  to  an  official  census  of  the 
population  of  Gallicia,  recently  published  by  the  Vienna 
papers,  it  appears  that  the  total  number  of  inhabitants 
is  4,763  661,  of  whom  32,212  are  gentlemen,  and  4.783 
ecclesiastics.  The  Roman  Catholics  are  2,094,443; 
United  Greeks,  2.077.995;  Greeks,  269,327;  Protestants 
26.128;  and  Jews  2S3,345. 

Iron  shaft.  At  the  iron  works  of  Mr.  L B.  Ward, 
New  York,  there  is  now  in  process  of  manufacture  a 
wrought  iron  steamboat  shaft,  weighing  upwards  of 
four  thousand  pounds. 

Louisville  manufactures.  Cotton  goods  manu- 
factured in  the  neighboring  towns  of  Kentucky  are  sold 
annually  at  Louisville,  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000.— 
In  1839,  a year  of  limited  activity,  there  were  sold  in 
Louisville,  brown  cottons  to  the  value  of  $276,095, 
prints  to  the  value  of  $249,824,  cotton  yarn  to  the 
value  of  $224,819,  bleached  cottons  to  the  value  of 
$89,859,  and  checks  and  ticking  to  the  value  of  68, ISO 
dollars;  making  in  all  the  sum  of  $978,773.  Louisville 
also  distributes  the  iron  manufactures,  tools,  machine- 
ry, &c.  &c.  manufactured  in  the  same  towns. 

Montgomery  county,  Md.  The  population  is  14,659; 
being  a decrease  of  5,157  since  1S30. 

Napoleon’s  tomb.  The  model  of  the  tomb  of  Na- 
poleon, now  erecting  by  M.  Marochelti,  under  the  dome 
of  the  invalides,  is  composed  of  a large  base,  surround- 
ed by  columns  and  has  reliefs,  supporting  at  the  four 
corners  as  many  statues,  one  holding  the  globe,  another 
the  sceptre,  and  a third  the  hand  of  justice,  and  the  last 
the  imperial  crown.  Upon  this  is  another  base,  two- 
thirds  the  width  and  one-half  the  height  of  the  first,  also 
decorated  with  has  reliefs,  and  having  at  each  angle 
an  eagle  with  expanded  wings.  This  again  is  sur- 
mounted by  a pedestal  eight  feet  high,  decorated  with 
has  reliefs,  and  bearing  in  the  centre  the  word  Napo- 
leon, upon  which  is  an  equestrian  statue  of  the  empe- 
ror, wearing  the  imperial  mantle,  and  having  the  brows 
crowned  with  laurel.  The  left  hand  holds  the  bridle, 
while  the  right  carries  the  sceptre  of  the  empire,  raised 
to  the  height  of  the  head.  The  two  bases  and  pedes- 
tal, which  rise  to  the  height  of  nearly  forty  feet,  are 
of  wood,  and  the  statues  of  carton.  The  equestrian 
statue  is  15  feet  high,  the  eagles  6,  and  the  other  orna- 
ments in  proportion.  The  effect  is  exceedingly  grand, 
and  worthy  of  the  subject;  it  is  expected  to  occupy  M. 
Marochetti  three  years. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island,  has  a population  of  8,321. 

Phrenology  expanding.  A French  philosopher, 
M.  Betlocque,  has  discovered  that  each  organ  in  the 
brain  lias  a corresponding  cauglion  or  bulging  in  the 
hands  and  feet,  and  that  the  developments  of  particu- 
lar portions  of  these  members  would  indicate  not  only 
the  size  of  the  corresponding  organ  of  the  brain,  but 
also  the  function  and  activity  of  that  organ.  He  de- 
monstrated the  fact  to  the  academic  de  science,  basing 
it  upon  thousands  of  careful  observances  and  admea- 
surements. 

[There  would  seem  to  be  something  appropriate  in 
the  idea  of  looking  elsewhere  than  to  the  head  for  the 
understanding.} 

Presbyterians — the  gown.  The  New  York  Sun 
states,  that  the  presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  at  a re- 
cent meeting,  recommended  to  their  brethren  the  adop- 
tion of  the  gown  in  the  pulpit. 

Prince  George’s  county.  The  population  is  19,476; 
being  a decrease  of  997  since  1830. 

Potomac  aqueduct.  We  learn  from  the  Army  & 
Navy  Chronicle  that  the  coffer  dam  of  the  eighth  and 
last  pier  has  been  prepared,  and  the  excavation  of  mud 
from  the  bed  completed  and  the  foundation  laid  upon 
rock,  twenty-five  leet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 
It  is  expected  that  the  pier  and  abutments  will  be 
finished  before  navigation  closes  this  winter.  The 
timber  for  the  trunk  of  the  acqueduct  is  in  process  of 
“Kyanizing,’’ and  will  be  laid  in  the  ensuing  spring. 
Major  Turnbull  of  the  engineer  corps  is  the  superin- 
tenant of  this  stupendous  work. 

San  Antonio,  the  Mexican  frontier  town  of  Texas, 
has  quite  a feudal  aspect,  and  its  churches  and  towers, 
and  moats  and  bridges  remind  one  of  some  of  the  di- 
lapidated cities  of  Old  Spain.  It  was  settled  by  Spa- 


niards, and  by  emigrants  from  the  Canary  islands  as 
early  as  1730,  and  once  contained  a population  of  some 
12,000  or  15,000  souls.  It  is  built  chiefly  of  stone. 

Shepberdia.  We  have  received  from  the  Messrs. 
Winship,  some  rich  clusters  of  the  Shepherdia,  (Buffalo 
berry)  or  American  olive,  as  they  very  appropriately 
term  it.  The  fruit  is  very  fine,  fully  ripe,  of  a clear 
bright  red  color,  sweet  and  delicious  in  flavor,  and  very 
luscious  as  fruit.  The  berry  is  of  the  size  of  a large 
English  currant,  but  more  perfectly  round  in  shape. — 
The  crop  is  abundant  and  prolific,  covering  the  wood 
almost  entirely,  with  a beautiful  rich  deep  green  leaf, 
pendant  through  the  clusters.  It  yields  fruit  from  a 
mere  shrub.  It  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  trees  for 
ornament,  and  when  in  full  fruit,  its  splendor  is  magni- 
ficent. They  can  be  procured,  male  and  female,  of 
any  size,  on  application  at  the  nursery,  at  Brighton. 

[ Transcript . 

Silk.  A company  of  English  capitalists  have  un- 
dertaken the  culture  of  silk  on  a large  scale  in  Guate- 
mala. 

A splendid  service  of  silver  plate,  consisting  of 
seven  pieces,  richly  chased,  of  massive  appearance, 
and  beautiful  pattern,  has  just  been  completed  at  the 
silver  manufactory  of  Messrs.  R.  and  W.  Wilson,  at 
the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Chesnut  streets.  From  the  in- 
scription on  each  piece  we  learn  that  it  is  a present  to 
“Robert  Gamble  of  Welaunee,  from  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  army,  serving  in  Middle  Florida,  1839.” 
This  elegant  present,  we  understand,  is  fo  be  trans- 
mitted to-day  to  its  destination.  [Pennsylvanian. 

Steamers.  The  Acadia,  captain  Miller,  left  Boston 
on  the  1st,  at  1 o’clock,  P.  M.  on  her  way  to  Halifax 
and  Liverpool,  with  45  passengers  for  Liverpool,  and  7 
for  Halifax. 

The  President,  left  New  York  on  the  2d,  for  Eng- 
land, with  eighty-five  passengers,  and  about  $150,000 
in  specie. 

The  Britannia  arrived  at  Liverpool  at  2 o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  October  15,  in  13g  days  from  Boston  and 
11  days  3 hours  from  Halifax. 

The  British  Queen  arrived  off  Cowes  at  9 o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  in  15  days  and  20  hours,  having 
left  New  York  on  the  1st.  She  had  contended  with 
strong  easterly  winds. 

Stocks.  IffNew  York  market,  Ohio  6 per  cent  — 
sold  at  9S;  Illinois  6’s  at  80.  New  Orleans  bonds, 
second  municipality,  to  the  extent  of  5,000  were  sold 
at,  75.  Indiana  sixes  79§;  United  States  bank  65a65| 
Vicksburg  bank  12|al5;  Illinois  bank  70. 

Robespierre.  Mr.  Brownson,  in  speaking  of  those 
who  call  him  a “Jacobin,’’  and  the  “American  Robes- 
pierre,’’ says:  “We  like  these  names;  and  if  we  can 
find  leisure,  we  intend  to  immortalize  the  old  sans  cul- 
loltes  in  a novel,  to  be  entitled ‘The  Jacobin,’  of  which 
Robespierre  shall  be  the  hero.  When  his  true  history 
shall  be  told  he  will  be  a man  for  Americans  to  respect, 
and  not  to  screech  over.’’ 

Tobacco.  The  Baltimore  American  of  the  30th  Oct. 
savs:  The  demand  for  Maryland  tobacco  has  fallen 
off  considerably  this  week,  the  shippers  having  mostly 
filled  their  orders  for  the  present.  There  is  still,  how- 
ever, some  inquiry,  and  sales  of  small  parcels  suitable 
for  certain  purposes  are  occasionally  made.  Holders 
are  quite  firm,  and  prices  are  the  same  as  last  week, 
viz:  inferior  and  common  $4a5  50;  middling  to  good 
$5  50a7  50;  good  $8118  50,  and  fine  $9al3.  The  re- 
ceipts of  Ohio  are  light,  and  the  article  in  less  demand. 
Former  prices  are  fully  sustained,  viz:  inferior  and 
common  at  $4a4  50;  middling  $5;  good  $5  50a6  50; 
fine  red  and  wrappery  $8al2;  and  fine  yellow  at  $7  50 
alO.  The  inspections  of  the  week  comprise  470  lihds. 
Maryland  140  hhds.  Ohio;  20hhds.  Kentucky;  and  5 
hhds.  Virginia — total  635  hhds. 

Uncas  monument.  An  effort  is  making  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  to  erect  a monument  to  the  memory  ot 
Uncas,  the  glory  of  Mnhegan,  the  friend  of  the  white 
man.  The  ladies  of  Norwich,  having  waited  a long 
time  in  vain  for  the  gentlemen  to  go  on  with  the  work, 
having  undertaken  the  business,  and  availed  them- 
selves of  the  occasion  of  the  whig  convention  held 
there  on  the  15th  instant,  and  got  up  a fair  of  refresh- 
ments in  fine  style,  the  iiett  proceeds  of  which  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  $312. 

Washington,  D.  C.  The  number  of  inhabitants  of 
the  citv  of  Washington,  as  ascertained  by  the  census, 
is  22,777. 

Mr.  Webster.  The  Boston  Atlas  says:  “We  re- 
gret to  learn  that  Mr.  Webster  is  quite  ill  at  his  farm 
in  Franklin,  N.  H.  He  was  unable  to  be  at  Salisbury 
on  Monday,  according  to  his  engagement;  and  it  is  al- 
together probable  that  the  state  of  his  health  will  not 
allow  him  to  visit  any  of  the  other  places,  where  he  has 
been  expected,  before  the  election.’’ 

Wheat  in  New  York,  Gennessee  and  Ohio,  com- 
mands 103  to  104L  At  Philadelphia — good  red  at  100 
a 103;  8,000  bushels  have  been  purchased  for  the  next 
Liverpool  packets.  At  Baltimore,  prices  remain  at  our 
last  quotations,  70  to  100  for  Virginia  and  Maryland 
inferior  to  prime  red — Pennsylvania  prime  red  com- 
mands 103  a 104. 

Weather.  Snow  fell  in  Massachusetts  during  the 
nights  of  the  20th,  21st  and  22d  ult.  to  the  depth  of  six 
inches.  After  that  storm  the  weather  became,  and  has 
since  remained,  mild  for  this  period  of  the  year. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

The  London  Sun  says  that,  at  Marseilles,  France, 
a rabble  had  assembled  and  grossly  insulted  the  En- 
glish and  Russian  consuls  in  their  respective  dwel- 
lings. It  is  said  they  were  strangers  to  the  town. 

Destructive fire  in  London.  On  Sunday,  October 
18,  about  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  the  extensive  ma- 
nufactory of  Messrs.  Stnuda,  Bros,  engineers  in 
Summer  street,  Bankside,  Southwark,  was  found  to 
be  in  flames.  The  firemen  of  the  different  divisions 
were  soon  upon  the  ground,  and  commenced  their 
operations,  their  utmost  endeavors  could  only  con- 
fine the  fire  to  the  stack  of  buildings  (coveiing  half 
an  acre  of  ground)  which  formed  the  establishment, 
after  several  hours  hard  work,  the  fire  was  subdued, 
but  not  until  it  had  completely  destroyed  the  build- 
ings. As  the  firemen  were  preparing  to  return 
home,  another  alarm  was  sounded,  and  on  proceed- 
ing to  the  spot,  a far  more  destructive  fire  than  the 
preceding  was  found  to  be  raging  in  the  lumber 
yard  of  the  Messrs.  Roslings,  extensive  timber 
merchants  and  proprietors  of  the  steam  saw  mills, 
Bankside,  and  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  scene 
of  the  other  conflagration.  The  spectacle  at  one 
lime  was  magnificent,  a number  of  piles  of  timber 
forty  feet  higli  being  at  the  same  time  enveloped  in 
flames.  While  the  fire  was  raging  above,  it  made 
its  way  to  the  arches  beneath,  in  which  the  most 
valuable  limbers  are  kept,  most  of  which  were  de- 
stroyed. The  loss  of  the  Messrs.  Roslings,  is  very 
extensive. 

An  extensive  fire  has  also  raged  in  Manchester, 
destroying  before  it  was  subdued,  the  extensive 
cotton  and  wool  warehouse  of  Mr.  John  Shawcross, 
in  Halftnoon  street,  the  cotton  warehouse  of  Mr. 
Matchell,  arid  Messrs.  Hilton,  paper  makers.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  $ 150,000 . 

FRANCE. 

The  attack  on  the  king  of  France.  The  following 
account  of  this  affair  is  copied  from  a late  French 
papei: 

Dartnes,  the  assassin,  said,  on  his  examination, 
that  the  carbine  with  which  he  fired  at  his  majesty 
was  loaded  with  five  bullets  and  eight  buck  shots. 
This  fully  accounts  for  the  bursting  of  the  barrel, 
and  the  circular  direction  taken  by  the  charge,  to 
which  in  all  probability  the  preservation  of  the  lives 
of  ttie  king,  queen  and  madatne  Adelade  was  owing. 
In  fact,  the  barrel  burst  with  such  violence  that  it 
produced  nearly  the  same  effect  as  the  explosion  of 
a shell.  One  of  the  footmen,  named  Grits,  was  struck 
on  the  right  leg.  The  wound  is  not  serious,  and 
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it  has  not  been  ascertained  whether  it  arose  from 
one  of  the  projectiles  or  a fragment  of  the  barrel. 
It  also  confirms  the  account  of  the  wound  in  the 
hand  of  the  national  horse  guard,  M.  Bertolucci. — 
The  middle  of  the  right  side  of  thelung’s  carriage, 
the  rail  and  one  of  the  springs  were  struck.  The 
carriage  was  brought  back  from  St.  Cloud  yester- 
day mornffig  for  examination  by  the  magistrates. — 
The  surgeons  who  were  appointed  to  dress  the 
wounded  hand  of  Darmes  ori  Thursday  evening,  in- 
spected it  again  yesterday  morning,  and  amputated 
three  of  his  fingers.  They  thought  it  likely  that  a 
further  operation  would  be  necessary.  The  follow- 
ing are  particulars  as  to  the  person,  habits  and  life 
of  the  assassin: — Darmes  is  a little  man,  of  forbid- 
ding countenance,  and  somewhat  deformed.  His 
forehead  is  low,  and  give3  to  his  countenance  a vul- 
gar aspect.  He  wears  his  beard  cut  to  a point,  and 
his  mustaches  of  a light  yellow'  tint  and  very  thin. 
On  being  asked  what  use  he  intended  to  make  of 
the  pistols  and  poniard  found  upon  him,  he  replied 
that  he  carried  them  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
himself.  Fortunately  he  was  so  stunned  and  confused 
by  the  explosion  of  the  carbine  and  his  wound,  and 
surprised  by  the  promptitude  with  which  he  was 
seized,  that  he  had  neither  lime  nor  self-possession 
to  make  use  of  these  arms. 

A search  was  made  at  his  lodging,  which  consists 
of  a small  room  which  he  lias  occupied  for  about  six 
months  past.  Before  this  time  he  lived  in  the  Rue 
Trevise,  and  was  expelled  for  bad  conduct.  At  his 
lodging  in  the  Rue  de  Paradis  there  was  found  a 
great  number  of  papers,  nearly  all  copies  of  pam- 
phlets and  revolutionary  proclamations,  in  his  own 
hand  writing.  Amongst  them  were  copies  of  a 
speech  of  Saint- Just,  and  of  a speech  destined  to 
refute  the  proclamations  ofprince  Louis  Bonaparte. 
Besides  these  papers,  there  were  a great  many 
others  covered  with  notes  on  the  most  celebrated 
republicans  of  antiquity.  Several  passports  of  dif- 
ferent dates  show  that  Darmes  had  been  successive- 
ly a servant,  a porter,  and  a frotteur.  Some  time 
before  he  committed  this  attempt,  Darmes  went 
into  a wine  shop  and  drank  a glass  of  wine.  He 
then  went  on  towards  the  Quai  des  Tnilleries,  and 
like  Alibaud,  did  not  fix  upon  the  spot  for  commit- 
ting the  crime  until  much  calculation.  The  half 
of  the  barrels  of  the  carbine,  w hich  was  not  found 
immediately  after  the  attempt,  has  been  discovered 
in  one  of  the  trenches  of  the  Place  de  la  Concorde, 
and  some  of  the  fragments  were  found  near  the  pa- 
rapet of  the  Quai. 

SPAIN. 

Spanish  refugees  in  France.  A curious  case  has 
arisen  in  the  dependence  of  the  thirty  thousand 
Spanish  Carlist  refugees  on  the  French  treasury. — 
These  heroes  of  the  high  road,  who  hate  the  French, 
and  whose  cause  the  government  has  so  long  labor- 
ed to  put  down,  must  be  fed;  will  not  work;  cannot 
be  murdered;  accept  readily  French  support;  and 
thus,  the  defeat  of  their  cause  imposes  a fresh  tax 
on  Fi  ance  of  millions  of  dollars.  We  have  news  of 
fresh  dissensions  in  the  government  of  Spain,  resig- 
nations of  ministers,  rivalry  of  generals;  which  may 
engender  another  civil  contest,  and  send  across  the 
Pyrenees  swarms  of  refugees  of  new  denominations, 
all  destitute,  and  vastly  more  eager  than  grateful  for 
French  hospitality. 

The  accounts,  received  yesterday,  of  the  summa- 
ry execution  of  many  of  the  Carlist  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  women  accused  as  spies,  excite  horror, 
notwithstanding  the  plea  that  extreme  severity  will 
alone  accomplish  the  dissolution  of  the  surviving 
bands  of  Don  Carlos,  the  costly  prisoner,  who  has 
been,  since  the  15th  of  September  last,  safe  and 
comfortably  at  Bourges. 

Espartero.  The  number  of  La  Revue  des  Deux 
Monies,  for  the  15th  ult.  contains  an  authentic  and 
ample  biography  of  Espartero,  w hich  exhibits  an 
extraordinary  career  and  heterogeneous  character. 
He  was  bom  at  a small  village  in  La  Mancha,  in 
the  year  1792;  his  father  a wheelwright  or  wagon- 
er; he  received  from  his  elder  brother,  who  became 
a Franciscan  Iriar,  a clerical  education;  in  180S,  he 
enlisted  as  a private  against  the  French;  he  after- 
wards went  through  a couise  in  the  military  school 
in  the  island  of  Leon,  which  he  entered  by  the 
favor  of  an  old  Andalusian  marchioness;  be  left 
thst  school  a sub-lieutenant;  embarked  in  Murillo’s 
expedition  to  South  America;  rose  to  the  staff;  sig- 1 


nalized  his  valor  in  many  engagements;  was  twice 
severely  wounded;  acquired  a large  fortuue  by 
gambling , in  which  he  was  the  keenest  and  luckiest 
of  the  whole  expedition.  On  his  return  in  182-4 
a colonel,  he  was  quickly  invested  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier;  he  carried  off  the  only  child  and  heiress 
oi  a rich  proprietor  of  Andalusia;  commanded  a 
regiment  several  years  at  Majorca;  his  wife,  now 
the  dutchess  of  Victoria,  is  unrivalled  for  beauty 
and  manners  and  influence  at  court.  The  titles  of 
the  wagoner’s  son  exceed  in  number  and  sound 
those  of  any  duke  of  the  old  Spanish  regime.  It 
is  probable  that  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  pro- 
claim him  dictator  in  all  the  forms  and  attributes. 
The  destinies  of  Spain,  says  the  review,  are  at  the 
mercy  of  a soldier  of  fortune.  The  old  order  of 
society  is  destroyed;  the  new  one  a mere  embryo; 
the  prestige  of  royalty,  worked  by  queen  Chris- 
tine, a woman  of  intellect  and  intrepidity,  and  the 
military  force  wielded  by  the  patriotic  and  judicious 
will  of  an  Espartero,  are  the  only  remaining  ele- 
ments of  real  government — the  only  securities 
against  total  anarchy,  in  that  Spain  which,  so  few' 
years  ago,  was  fanatically  monarchical  and  eccle- 
siastical beyond  any  other  example  of  modern 
times. 

AFRICA. 

The  following  account  of  the  pay,  dress  and 
equipment  of  the  regular  troops  of  Abd-el-Kader  is 
given  by  the  Conslitulionnel: 

“The  uniform  of  the  infantry  is  composed  of  a 
jacket  of  gray  serge  without  ornament,  with  a hood, 
a waistcoat  of  blue  serge,  pantaloons  of  the  same, 
and  a red  cap.  Every  three  months  each  soldier  is 
supplied  with  a linen  shirt  and  a pair  of  shoes  of 
yellow  leather.  To  this  dress  he  adds,  at  his  own 
expense,  a bournous  and  a haik.  The  equipment 
consists  of  a cartridge-box  of  morocco  leather,  sus- 
pended by  a strap  over  the  left  shoulder,  and  at- 
tached to  a belt.  Each  soldier  has  a musket  and 
bayonet,  and  some  have  pistols  andayatagan  in  the 
belt;  but  these  latter  are  furnished  by  themselves. 
Every  soldier  receives  daily  a pound  and  a half  of 
bread  cake,  and  a pound  of  coarse  flour,  with  which 
he  prepares  his  couscoussou.  Twice  a week  a 
sheep  is  given  to  every  twenty  men.  The  troops, 
however,  find  more  considerable  resources  in  pil- 
lage. The  pay  is  from  lour  to  six  boudjoux  per 
month.  The  sub  lieutenants  have  8 boudjoux,  the 
lieutenants  12,  and  the  agha  only  36.  The  sub- 
lieutenants are  distinguished  by  an  embroidered 
sabre  on  each  shoulder;  the  lieutenants  have  two 
sabres  crossed.  The  officers  have  also  a silver  ring 
on  the  third  finger  of  the  left  hand,  which  is  pre- 
sented by  the  emir.  On  this  ring  is  a seal,  with 
the  name,  rank  and  date  of  appointment  of  the  offi- 
cer. There  is  an  agha  or  superior  commandant  of 
infantry  for  each  khalifa,  from  whom  he  receives 
orders  for  the  movements  of  the  troops.  There  is 
also  an  agha  in  chief  for  the  whole  of  the  iniantry 
with  the  emir.  The  uniform  of  the  regular  cavalry 
of  Abd  el  Kader  does  not  differ  from  that  of  the 
French  spahis.  It  is  composed  of  a jacket  of  red 
cloth,  with  black  stripes  on  the  sleeves  and  back, 
and  a waistcoat  of  red  cloth  faced  with  blue.  Each 
soldier  adds  to  this  uniform  a muslin  haik,  with 
which  he  covers  his  head  and  shoulders,  and  which 
he  ties  vt  ith  a cord  made  ot  camel’s  hide.  This 
haik  replaces  the  turban.  The  horse  soldier  re- 
ceives a horse  and  harness,  but  no  bournous.  He 
is  armed  with  a musket  without  bayonet,  or  with  a 
carabine,  a sabre  and  a pistol.  He  has  the  same 
cartridge  box  as  the  foot  soldier.  The  spahis  of 
the  emir  are  only  regular  cavalry  in  name;  they  are 
altogether  without  military  instruction.  Theren-u- 
lar  cavalry  have  trumpeters  like  the  French,  and 
they  sound  in  the  same  way.  The  artillery  is  com- 
posed almostexclusively  of  French  deserters,  Turks 
and  Koulouglis.  The  emir  has  not  a man  capable 
of  pointing  a gun  properly,  and  accidents  in  the 
military  exercises  are  frequent.  All  the  materiel 
is  out  of  order  and  almost  unfit  for  service.  Tile 
guns  are  mounted  upon  very  heavy  carriages,  with 
wheels  of  a single  piece  of  wood.” 

TEXAS. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  28th  ult. 
we  have  the  annexed  important  and  interesting  in- 
telligence from  Texas.  That  paper  says: 

The  steam  packet  ship  Savannah,  captain  Wade, 

! arrived  yesterday  morning  from  Galveston,  bringing 
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us  dates  from  the  new  republic  to  the  23d  instant. 
We  find  the  following  news  in  our  files: 

The  Austin  Sentinel  of  a later  date  contains  the 
following  extract  of  a letter,  dated 

"La  Villa  de  los  Jacates,  Sept.  20. 

“Sir:  An  express  arrived  at  the  head  quarters  of 
the  federal  army,  yesterday  from  Montere,  bring- 
ing information  that  general  Urrea  was  twelve  miles 
from  the  city  of  Mexico,  in  momentary  expectation 
of  being  attacked  by  the  united  forces  of  Busta- 
mente  and  general  Santa  Ana,  who  had  formed  an 
alliance  to  sustain  centralism. 

“The  Texian  fleet  had  been  at  Yucatan;  they 
were  received  as  a national  fleet;  the  ports  were  il- 
luminated, and  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  splen- 
did festivals  ever  known  in  the  country  was  given 
to  the  officers  of  the  Texian  fleet  in  Campeachy. — 
The  federalists  of  Yucatan  and  Campeachy  were 
anxious  to  form  an  alliance  with  Texas. 

“Col.  Jordan  sent  an  express  a few  Jays  ago  to 
general  Canales,  to  march  with  all  expedition  to  the 
Rio  Gratide;  that  gen.  Reyas  was  within  30  miles 
of  him,  with  700  men,  with  orders  from  Arista  to 
attack  him  forthwith,  but  that  he  was  in  such  a po- 
sition that  gen.  Reyas  could  not  do  it. 

Canales  is  determined  to  attack  Reyas  as  soon  as 
he  can  unite  his  forces  with  those  under  colonel 
Jordon,  which  will  now  be  in  a few  days.  His  force 
amounts  to  500  Americans  and  600  Mexicans. 

The  letter  says,  the  rifles  have  done  their  duty 
before  this. 

“Gen.  Reyas  asserts,  on  the  authority  of  Gomez 
Farrias,  the  present  president  of  Mexico,  that  the 
independence  of  Texas  would  be  acknowledged  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  six  months,  by  Mexico. 

“I  have  a letter  from  Montere,  from  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, which  makes  the  same  assertion.  He  is 
just  from  the  city  of  Mexico.  If  you  have  any  spe- 
culations on  hand,  push  them,  unless  general  Urrea 
meets  with  a defeat,  and  as  yet  all  is  in  his  favor.” 

We  have  a private  letter  from  Galveston,  written 
on  the  23d,  which  slates  that  the  Houston  Morning 
Star,  received  the  previous  day,  contained  informa- 
tion direct  from  the  west,  to  this  effect:  “That  Arista 
vva9  marching  up  the  Rio  Grande  (this  side)  in  pur- 
suit of  a division  of  the  federalists,  (probabiy  those 
under  col.  Jordon),  when  Canales,  with  the  remain- 
der, fell  upon  his  rear,  and  the  other  party  wheeled 
and  attacked  him  in  front.  In  a short  time  Arista 
capitulated,  surrendering  all  his  baggage,  six  can- 
non and  1,200  men.  One  of  the  provisions  of  the 
capitulation  was,  that  Matamoras  should  be  at  once 
given  up  to  the  federalists.” 

The  Austin  Sentinel  says: — “We  have  been  in- 
formed by  a gentleman  from  San  Antonio,  that  the 
federal  cause  in  northern  Mexico  is  still  flourishing, 
and  that  they  have  every  prospect  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess. Col.  Seguin  has  been  tendered  the  office  of 
brigadier  general  in  the  federal  arm}',  and  he  is  now 
awaiting  orders  on  the  Medina,  with  80  American 
volunteers.  It  is  probable  he  will  resign  bis  seat  in 
the  senate  of  this  republic. 

Major  How'ard,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  regu- 
lar troops,  and  one  hundred  volunteers,  has  left  San 
Antonio  on  an  expedition  against  the  Camanches. 
This  is  the  second  party  that  is  on  its  way  into  the 
Indian  country. 

A military  post  is  to  be  established  on  the  San 
Marcos,  about  half  way  between  Austin  and  San 
Antonio. 

It  is  said  that  gen.  F.  Houston’s  projected  Indian 
campaign  does  not  seem  to  meet  with  very  general 
approbation,  and  it  is  thought  impossible  for  him  to 
raise  as  large  a force  as  that  desired. 

Congress  is  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember. 

THE  BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

The  special  council  of  Lower  Canada  is  sum- 
moned to  meet  on  the  5th  of  November.  One  of 
the  ordinances  to  be  submitted  provides  for  a gene- 
ral registy  of  deeds  thoughout  the  province.  This 
is  a reform  that  has  long  been  called  for. 

The  legislature  of  Newfoundland  is  summoned 
also,  to  meet  on  the  2d  of  January. 

The  legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  was  dissolved  by 
the  governoron  the  21st  ult. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Enos  Lowe, 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  vice 
A.  C.  Dodge,  resigned;  to  take  effect  30th  Novem- 
ber, 1840. 

Presidential  election.  Sufficient  returns  are 
received  to  place  the  result  beyond  all  question.  It 
is  now  certain  that  William  Henry  Harrison 
will  be  elected  president,  and  John  Tyler,  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March  next. 

So  great  an  excitement  and  anxiety  to  ascertain 
the  result  of  an  election,  as  was  manifested  in  the 


| community  the  last  fortnight,  has  not  existed  since 
the  memorable  contest,  in  congress,  between  Mr. 
Jeffergon  and  Mr.  Burr.  The  “long  agony”  is  now 
over,  and  the  community  is  quieting  down. 

The  amount  of  the  majorities  in  their  favor  is  yet 
unknown,  but  it  is  obvious  that  they  will  obtain 
considerably  more  than  in  the  proportion  of  two 
electoral  votes  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  and  col.  John- 
son’s one. 

The  following  states  have  been  heard  from,  not 
all  of  them  officially,  but  sufficient  to  place  their 
votes  beyond  all  doubt. 


Electoral  vote.  Aggregate  vote. 


STATES. 

Harri- 

Van 

Harri- 

Van 

son. 

Buren. 

son. 

Buren. 

Maine, 

10 

0 

New  Hampshire,  0 

7 

25,483 

31,919 

Massachusetts 

, 14 

0 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

0 

5,157 

3,181 

Connecticut, 

8 

0 

New  York, 

42 

0 

New  Jersey, 

8 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

0 

144,018 

143,675 

Deleware, 

3 

0 

Maryland, 

10 

0 

Georgia, 

11 

0 

Kentucky, 

15 

0 

Ohio, 

21 

0 

Indiana, 

9 

0 

185 

7 

Necessary  to  a choice  148. 


The  vote  throughout  the  union  appears  to  have 
been  vastly  larger  than  has  ever  before  been  taken. - 
In  Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  the  congressional  and 
state  election  was  warmly  and  closely  contested 
but  two  weeks  before,  yet  the  presidential  question 
attracted  31,454  more  voters  to  the  polls,  than  at- 
tended on  that  occasion,  the  aggregate,  on  the 
30th  ult.  being  287,693  votes,  and  yet  the  majority, 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  official  returns 
given  under  the  Pennsylvania  head,  was  only  343 
votes. 

By  the  returns,  so  far  as  received,  from  Virginia, 
it  appears  probable,  that  the  people  of  that  state 
have  divided  between  the  two  contending  parties 
with  equal  nicety,  as  those  of  Pennsylvania.  Only 
six  counties  remain  to  be  heard  from,  and  should 
they  have  voted  as  they  did  at  the  spring  election, 
the  VanBuren  ticket  w ill  have  a majority  of  1,605  in 
an  aggregate  of  68,333  votes. 

The  vote  taken  in  Hew  Hampshire,  exhibits  a 
large  Van  Buren  gain  in  that  state  since  their  pro- 
ceeding election.  It  is  likely  that  a comparison 
with  the  popular  vote  given  by  Virginia  in  May 
last,  with  the  vote  now  taken  for  president  would 
show  some  additions  to  the  Van  Buren  strength  in 
that  state.  Every  other  state  from  which  we  have 
yet  heard  shows  a rapid  accession  of  whig  strength 
since  the  proceeding  trial  of  strength  at  the  polls. 

It  is  now'  probable  that  over  three-fourths  of  the 
states  of  the  union  will  have  given  their  votes  to  the 
successful  candidates. 

Without  filling  our  columns  with  the  incomplete 
and  unofficial  returns  as  yet  received,  our  readers 
would  no  doubt  prefer  having  in  brief  terms  the  re- 
sult in  the  several  states  as  far  as  ascertained. 

MAINE. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty -one  towns  are  heard  from. 
The  vote  stands  as  compared  with  the  September 
election  as  follows: 

November.  September. 

Harrison,  44,701  Whig,  45,761 

Van  Buren,  43,733  Van  Buren,  45,527 


968  234 

Showing  a whig  gain  of  734  votes. 

Twenty- three  small  towns  remain  to  be  heard 
from,  and  it  is  supposed  that  they  will  not  materi- 
ally vary  the  majority. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

There  was  a furious  storm  on  the  9th  inst.  the 
day  of  election  in  this  state,  notwithstanding  which 
a very  large  vote  was  taken.  From  returns  receiv- 
ed, it  is  probable  that  the  whig  majority  will  range 
between  twelve  and  fifteen  thousand.  The  vote 
for  governor  stands,  thus  far,  as  compared  with  the 
vote  ot  1839: 

1840.  1839. 

Davis,  (whig)  53,695  Everett,  (whig)  37,947 
Morton,  (V.  B.)  40,854  Morton,  (V.  B.)  38,000 

Whig  majority,  12,839  V.  B.  majority,  53 

Congress.  Eleven  whigs  are  elected  to  congress. 
Mr.  Pannenter,  (V.  B.)  is  said  to  have  succeeded 
by  a majority  of  eight  votes;  and  in  the  10th  district, 
now  represented  by  Henry  Williams,  (V.  B.)  the 
vote  stands,  Williams,  5,995;  Borden,  (w  hig)  5,991: 
scattering  votes  73.  There  is  therefore  no  elec- 
tion in  this  district. 


Boston  gave  11,549  voles,  being  2,941  more  than 
was  polled  in  1839.  The  whig  majority  2,867,  be- 
ing a gain  of  1,663. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  majority  for  the  Harrison  electoral  ticket  is 
6,382.  In  1836  the  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  532  votes.  The  whig 
gain  since  the  spring  election  is  something  over 
1,800. 

NEW  YORK. 

There  are  a few  counties  not  yet  heard  from,  but 
the  result  will  not  materially  change  the  returns, 
which  so  far  as  received  stand,  as  compared  with 
the  election  for  governor  in  1838,  as  follows,  in  ma- 
jorities— 

1840.  1S38. 

For  Harrison,  24,792  For  Sew’ard,  (W.)  20,921 
VanBuren,  12,302  Marc)',  (V.  B.)  10,534 


12,490  10,387 

Showing  a whig  gain  of  2,012  votes. 

Governor  Seward’s  majority  will  fall  something 
short  of  the  majority  for  the  Harrison  ticket. 

Congressmen.  It  is  ascertained  thai  17  whigs  and 
18  Van  Buren  representatives  are  elected,  five  re- 
main to  be  heard  from.  So  far  the  whigs  have  lost 
six  and  gained  three  members. 

In  the  state  senate  the  whigs  have  lost  two  and 
gained  two  members. 

The  house , it  is  probable,  will  stand  66  whig  to 
62  Van  Buren  members. 

DELAWARE. 

New  Castle  county,  heretofore  the  strong  hold  of 
the  Van  Buren  party  in  this  state,  has  sdven  the 
Harrison  electoral  ticket  a majority  of  135  votes. 
In  Kent  county  its  majority  is  438.  Sussex,  not 
yet  heard  from,  is  the  strong  hold  of  the  whig  party. 
The  legislature  will  be  entirely  whig,  not  a single 
Van  Buren  man  being  elected  at  the  election  in  the 
state. 

There  are  two  United  States  senators  to  be  chosen 
from  this  state  at  the  ensuing  session. 

VIRGINIA. 

We  have  returns  from  all  but  six  counties.  The 
account  stands,  as  compared  with  the  election  of 
president  in  1836: 

1840.  1836. 

For  Van  Buren,  33,592  Van  Buren,  29.126 

For  Harrison,  32,987  White,  23,005 


Van  Buren  maj.  605  6,121 

The  following  counties  remain  to  be  heard  from, 
and  voted  as  stated  in  1836. 

, 1836 , 


W. 

V.  B. 

Fayette, 

129 

136 

Lee, 

62 

330 

Logan, 

57 

157 

Nicholas, 

119 

53 

Russell, 

9 

385 

Scott, 

10 

316 

— 

• ■ ■ . ■ 

377 

GEORGIA. 

1,377 

377 

1,000 

Fifty-one 

counties  heard  from  give 

the  Harrison 

ticket  a majority  of  6,103,  being  a whi 

g gain  on  the 

October  election  of  2,251. 

TENNESSEE. 

Returns  are  in  from  six  counties  only,  in  those 
the  whig  gain  is  over  two  thousand  votes. 

KENTUCKY. 

We  have  returns  from  very  few  polls  as  yet,  but 
in  every  instance,  ihey  show  a gain  for  the  Harri- 
son ticket  over  the  whig  vote  at  the  August  elec- 
tion. 

OHIO. 

We  have  returns  from  67  counties,  which  stand 
For  Harrison,  34,893 

Van  Buren,  9,237 

INDIANA. 

We  have  returns  from  only  27  counties — upwards 
of  60  counties  yet  to  hear  from.  The  majorities  so 
far  stand,  as  compared  with  votes  at  the  August 
election. 

Nov.  1840.  Aug.  1840. 

For  Harrison  10,326  For  Corwin,  ( W. ) 27,640 

VanBuren  1,102  Howard, (V.B.)  22,110 

9,224  5,530 

Showing  a whig  gain  of  3,694  votes. 

ILLINOIS. 

There  are  but  few  returns,  and  those  very  scatter- 
ing, but  they  indicate  a whig  gain  in  almost  every 
instance  since  the  last  election. 

LOUISIANA  AND  MISSOURI. 

From  these  states  we  have  only  the  evidence  of 
an  increased  aggregate  vote  since  the  recent  elec- 
tions. No  returns  have  yet  reached  us. 
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MICHIGAN. 

We  have  returns  from  only  8 counties,  they  are 
highly  favorable  to  the  Harrison  ticket. 

President,  18-10.  Governor,  1840. 

Harrison.  V.  B.  Harrison.  V.  B. 
Eight  counties,  1,346  205  1,207  1,004 

We  shall  furnish  our  readers  with  the  remarks  of 
some  few  of  the  leading  papers  on  each  side  of  the 
controversy,  upon  the  result. 

The  presidential  question  settled.  It 
has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the  oppressed 
people  of  this  misgoverned  and  suffering  country  a 
victory  over  their  weak  and  wicked  rulers.  The 
news  of  yesterday,  by  announcing  the  glorious  tri- 
umph in  New  York,  and  that  Pennsylvania,  too, 
has  finally  thrown  her  weight  into  the  whig  scale, 
has  decided  the  contest,  and  sealed  tire  fate  of  the 
administration.  The  reign  of  incompetency,  im- 
posture and  corruption,  is  at  length  arrested,  and 
the  country  redeemed.  An  administration  which 
one  might  almost  suppose  had  said  to  itself  “evil  be 
thou  my  good,”  has  fallen  before  the  power  of  an 
abused  and  indignant  people.  Most  heartily  do  we 
congratulate  every  long-struggling  patriot  through- 
out the  land  on  this  great  and  happy  event;  and 
when  we  cast  a glance  at  what  would  have  been 
the  awful  condition  of  the  country  had  the  power 
of  the  government  been  continued  and  confirmed  in 
the  present  weak  and  wicked  hands,  we  shudder  at 
the  view,  and  fervently  unite  with  every  patriotic 
heart  in  praise  and  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  Dis- 
poser of  events  for  vouchsafing  to  exempt  our  be- 
loved country  from  a calamity  and  from  consequen- 
ces so  dreadful,  and  for  giving  to  us,  in  the  auspi- 
cious change  he  has  granted,  a confident  hope  of 
renovated  prosperity  and  happiness  for  the  country, 
and  of  restored  respectability,  purity  and  dignity  to 
its  government.  [ Nutional  Intelligencer . 

The  election.  It  becomes  our  duty  to  an- 
nounce to  ttie  public,  that  we  have  received  re- 
turns of  the  elections  in  a sufficient  number  of  the 
state  to  render  the  final  result  no  longer  doubtful. 
General  Harrison,  tire  standard  bearer  of  the  fede- 
ral and  abolition  parties,  has  been  elected,  if  the 
process  by  which  this  result  has  been  brought  about 
can  be  called  an  election.  What  that  process  has 
been,  we  have  during  the  canvass  endeavored  to 
point  our,  and  it  is  not  our  purpose  now  to  go  into 
that  subject.  We  shall  endeavor,  in  due  time,  to 
give  it  the  attention  its  importance  demands,  in  re- 
ference to  the  purity  of  our  elections,  the  preser- 
vation of  our  popular  institutions,  and  the  main- 
tainance  of  the  public  morals.  In  this  important 
duty  we  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  disappointed  in 
a confident  reliance  on  the  powerful  co-operation  of 
the  entire  democratic  press  of  the  country. 

Democratic  Pennsylvania  (for  she  is  such  now, 
as  she  ever  has  been),  being,  unfortunately,  the 
headquarters  of  that  new  species  of  voters,  called 
“pipe  layers”  has  given  her  vote  to  the  standard 
bearer  of  federalism,  by  a majority  of  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  in  an 
aggregate  vote  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-two 
thousand.  New  York,  where  in  general  our  demo- 
cratic friends  have  discharged  their  duty  with  a 
spirit  and  energy  deserving  of  all  praise,  we  have 
lost  by  the  blindness  and  fanaticism  of  the  anti- 
masonic  and  abolition  factions  in  a few  counties, 
called  the  infected  district.  In  other  parts  of  the 
state,  the  democracy  have  exhibited  an  increase 
sufficient  to  have  redeemed  and  rescued  the  state 
from  ttie  hands  of  the  profligate  and  corrupt  cabal 
which  now  control  it,  had  the  same  spirit  prevailed 
in  the  counties  referred  to.  The  loss  of  these  two 
large  states  decides  the  election  against  us. 

Virginia  has  nobly  sustained  her  ancient  demo- 
cratic character,  and  has  confirmed  her  claim  to  be 
invincible  from  all  the  assaults  and  influences  of 
federalism  and  apostacy.  New  Hampshire  has 
also  well  supported  her  proud  title  of  the  Granite 
6tate.  Her  democracy  are  as  firm  and  stable  as 
her  everlasting  hills.  In  this  severe  conflict,  in 
which  the  democracy  of  other  states  have  been 
overthrown,  she  occupies  a proud  pre-emineijce. 
And  in  all  the  states,  the  honest  democracy  have 
nobly  discharged  their  duty.  The  fault  is  not 
theirs.  In  every  state  they  have  sustained  their 
usual  votes,  and  in  most  of  them  greatly  increased 
them.  This  proves  that  there  has  been  no  changes 
against  the  administration,  and  that  the  sound  de- 
mocracy'o(  the  country  have  stood  fast  by  their 
principles,  and  nobly  sustained  the  candidate  who 
lias  proved  himself  so  able  and  honest  an  exponent 
of  them.  They  have  been  beaten,  but  riot  conquer- 
ed. At  this  very  time  the  democratic  party  is  more 
firmly  united,  and  will  poll  more  votes  than  it  ever 
did  before,  when  it  has  been  victorious.  They 
have  been  beaten  by  a new  description  of  voters, 
some  having  flesh  and  bones,  and  others  mere  men 


of  straw.  The  former  have  been  raked  and  scrap- 
ed from  the  sewers,  jails  and  penitentiaries,  who 
have  been  called  together  at  the  log  cabin  rendez- 
vous, and  organized  for  the  first  time  for  political 
action.  The  latter  consist  of  pipe  layers,  the  ille- 
gal and  fraudulent  voters,  who  have  been  trained 
and  instructed  by  the  Stevenses,  the  Rodgerses  and 
the  Glentworths,  to  perpetrate  frauds,  by  voting 
twice,  changing  their  names  and  dress,  going  to 
different  polls,  putting  in  two  votes,  and  in  every 
way  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  devise. 

Money  has  been  the  chief  agent  in  producing 
these  abominable  frauds  and  enormities,  and  mil- 
lions have  been  expended  in  this  election.  It  is, 
however  a mockery  to  call  this  an  election.  It  is  a 
result  brought  about,  not  by  the  free  action  of  the 
popular  will,  resulting  from  the  popular  intelli- 
gence, but  in  defiance  of  it.  It  is  the  first  instance 
in  our  republic  of  the  triumph  of  the  power  of  mo- 
ney over  the  intelligence  of  the  country.  This 
contest  forms  a new  era  in  our  political  history, 
and  has  disclosed  a source  of  danger  to  our  free  in- 
stitutions, that  demands  a remedy  which,  if  not 
speedily'  provided,  will  prove  fatal  to  our  liberties. 
To  provide  that  remedy’,  will  present  a new  and 
most  momentous  issue,  in  support  of  which  the 
whole  democracy  of  the  country  will  rally  as  one 
man. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been  beaten,  whilst  he  has 
received  a popular  vote  probably  exceeding  by 
more  than  twenty  per  cent,  that  by  which  he  was 
elected  in  1836,  or  which  any  of  his  predecessors 
received.  This  proves  either  that  a new  descrip- 
tion of  voters  have  been  brought  into  the  elections, 
or  that  immense  frauds  have  been  practised.  The 
vast  increase  of  votes  has,  no  doubt,  proceeded  from 
both  sources.  These  new  species  of  voters  have 
been  mercenaries — the  hired,  bribed  and  purchased 
wretches  which  the  corruption  fund  has  secured  for 
the  whig  ticket. 

Let  the  profligate  leaders  of  these  combined  fac- 
tions rejoice,  and  make  the  most  of  a victory  ob- 
tained by  fraud  and  corruption.  Their  triumph 
will  be  short.  They  are  only  gathering  up  wrath 
against  the  day  of  wrath.  They  will  yet  learn,  that 
though  profligacy  and  corruption  may  obtain  a 
temporary  triumph,  the  spirit  of  a free  and  moral 
people  cannot  be  easily  overcome.  There  is  a di- 
vinity within  us  that  shapes  our  ends,  rough  hew 
them  as  we  may.  There  is  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence that  directs  the  affairs  of  men  and  of  nations; 
and  in  public,  as  in  private  concerns,  seeming  evils 
are  often  only  the  means  of  working  out  a more 
abundant  and  lasting  good.  And  we  firmly  believe 
that  the  temporary  triumph  of  the  aristocracy,  ef- 
fected by  debauching  and  corrupting  the  most  de- 
graded of  the  people,  w ill  result  in  their  more  com- 
plete prostration  and  disgrace.  Those  who  have 
been  deceived  by  their  hollow  pretensions,  will  now- 
have  an  opportunity  to  test  them  by  their  acts,  and 
to  learn  what  their  real  principles  and  purposes 
are.  The  honest  democracy  of  the  country  have 
no  reason  to  be  discouraged.  We  will  not  now 
allude  to  their  course  for  tiie  future,  further  than  to 
say,  that  this  is  no  time  for  them  to  relax  their  vi- 
gilance or  their  exertions.  They  wi II  not  disband, 
but  keep  and  improve  their  organization,  and  keep 
their  arms  in  their  hands.  If,  when  in  the  majori- 
ty, iheir  constant  vigilance  w'as  necessary  to  frus- 
trate the  schemes  of  the  enemies  of  liberty,  when 
those  enemies  are  in  power  will  there  not  be  much 
more  necessity  for  their  exertions  and  watchful- 
ness? Whether  in  a majority  or  a minority,  they 
have  ever  been  the  defenders  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  states  and  the  people. — 
Nothing  but  their  ceaseless  vigilance  can  now  re- 
sist the  mad  schemes  of  profligate  tactions,  without 
even  any  pretence  of  fixed  principle,  and  with  a 
mere  nominal  executive,  to  be  used  as  may  suit 
their  selfish  purposes.  Although  a minority,  they 
can  yet  save  the  constitution  and  the  country  from 
faction  and  fanaticism — they  can  arrest  the  mad 
schemes  of  speculators  who  desire  a bank,  and  of 
the  fanatics  who  are  nothing  loath  to  break  up  this 
glorious  union.  They  can  save  the  south,  notwith- 
standing a portion  of  it,  in  a moment  of  infatuation, 
shooting  wildly  from  their  spheres,  have  lost  sight 
of  their  own  interests,  their  own  safety,  and  united 
with  their  most  deadly  enemies.  In  the  distrac- 
tions of  those  combined  factions,  jeach  having  their 
own  objects  in  view,  the  democracy  alone  can  save 
the  country.  [Globe. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Lake  harbors  and  commerce.  Twenty  years  ago, 
the  commerce  of  the  lakes  gave  employment  to 
about  16  vessels,  and  one  steamboat.  A good  ves- 
sel could  make  on  an  average  one  voyage  per  month 
from  Black  Rock  to  Detroit.  East  of  Sandusky, 
Black  Rock  was  the  only  harbor  on  Lake  Erie. — 
From  that  port  vessels  had  to  be  towed  up  the  ra- 


pids to  the  lake  by  oxen,  and  if  they  encountered  a 
gale  between  Black  Rock  and  the  islands,  they  had 
to  run  back  to  the  Niagara,  and  there  wait  a change 
ot  wind,  when  the  ox  team  would  again  tow  them 
to  the  lake,  whence  they  could  resume  their  vovage. 
The  charge  for  the  ox  help  was  about  as  mucli  as  is 
now  charged  for  carrying  a cargo  of  salt  to  Ohio. — 
The  mouths  of  the  rivers  were  usually  so  barred  by 
sand,  that  not  even  a boat  could  enter,  and  often 
were  so  entirely  closed  that  wagons  could  drive 
across  them.  Freight  was  generally  landed  by  the 
vessel’s  boats  on  the  beach;  but  this  could  only  be 
done  when  the  water  was  smooth.  A vessel  having 
frieght  to  deliver  at  various  places,  often  returned 
without  being  able  to  land  it.  Sometimes  a part  of 
it  would  be  landed  and  the  wind  rising  suddenly, 
the  vessel,  unsafe  at  anchor,  would  have  to  make 
oft  the  coast  with  the  remainder.  Passengers  by 
steamboat  for  Grand  River,  Cleveland,  or  other 
places  up  to  the  lake  were  not  unfrequentlv  carried 
through  to  Detroit,  in  consequence  of  the  weather 
not  permitting  the  boat  to  communicate  with  the 
shore.  The  same  difficulty  might  prevent  their 
landing  on  their  return,  so  that  after  a week’s  ab- 
sence, they  would  be  brought  back  to  the  point 
whence  they  started. 

The  citizens  of  Buffalo,  finding  that  without  a 
harbor  they  could  not  participate  in  the  commerce 
ot  the  lakes,  a few  of  them  formed  themselves  into 
a company,  and  by  the  construction  of  a wooden 
pier  secured  a good  channel  for  the  entrance  of  ves- 
sels into  the  creek.  The  success  of  this  experiment 
induced  the  general  government  in  1826  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
at  Buffalo,  and  subsequently  to  construct  several 
others,  which  they  continued  to  strengthen  and  im- 
prove. In  fact  the  construction  of  harbors  on  the 
lakes  had  become  a part  of  the  system  of  internal 
improvements  adopted  by  the  government  in  accor- 
dance with  the  wishes  of  a large  majority  of  the 
nation.  Many  southern  statesmen  however  regard- 
ed this  system  as  unconstitutional,  and  opposed  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  it  on.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration, 
many  of  his  northern  partisans  have  united  with  the 
south  in  opposing  this  system.  This  opposition  has 
continued  to  gain  strength  from  year  to  year,  until  at 
the  last  session  a harbor  bill  could  not  even  be  re- 
ported. The  government,  as  though  resolved  to  cut 
off  all  future  aid,  have  ordered  the  materials,  tools 
an<l  machinery,  provided  for  these  works  to  be  sold. 
These  sales  will  probably  be  about  as  good  a spe- 
culation as  that  of  selling  corn  in  the  interior  of 
Florida  for  six  cents  a bushel,  which  had  been  pro- 
vided for  the  army  at  an  expense  of  between  three 
and  four  dollars. 

The  harbors  on  Lake  Erie,  except  that  at  Buffalo, 
have  been  imperfectly  constructed  of  perishable  ma- 
terials, requiring  continual  repairs  until  rendered 
permanent  by  stone.  Wtio  ever  recollects  the  ef- 
fects of  the  gale  of  1826  on  the  harbor  at  Buffalo, 
will  anticipate  the  fate  of  many  of  our  harbors,  aban- 
doned as  they'  are  by  the  general  government.  The 
late  gales  have  already  begun  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion on  some  of  the  most  important,  which  the  com- 
ing winter  storms  will  complete;  others  will  follow 
in  rapid  succession,  until  we  shall  be  carried  back 
to  our  ox  team  navigation. 

How  are  these  evils  to  be  avoided?  Will  the  citi- 
zens in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  harbors  un- 
dertake to  repair  them?  We  apprehend  not.  The 
expense  is  greater  than  they  can  bear,  nor  would  it 
be  just  to  impose  this  tax  upon  them.  These  har- 
bors have  not  been  constructed  for  their  particular 
benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  every  man  in  the  ad- 
joing  country,  who  raises  a barrel  of  flour,  pork  or 
other  article  of  commerce.  Will  the  states  in  which 
the  harbors  are  located  preserve  them?  These  will 
refuse  on  principle,  believing  that  the  duty  belongs 
legitimately  to  the  general  government,  which  raises 
a revenue  from  commerce,  and  is  therefore  bound 
to  furnish  facilities  for  carrying  it  on. 

Without  harborson  the  lakes,  how  will  the800,000 
barrels  of  flour,  and  the  900,000  bushels  of  wheat  ( a 
low  estimate  of  the  crop)  which  will  come  forward 
the  ensuing  years  be  transported?  It  will  he  ad- 
mitted that  one  hundred  vessels  can  do  more  trans- 
porting with  good  harbors,  than  five  hundred  can  do 
without  them.  Let  our  harbors  be  filled  up,  and  it 
will  be  found  utterly  impossible  to  get  the  next 
crop,  or  even  one-half  of  it  to  New  York  market. 
This  will  not  only  bring  ruin  on  the  grain  growing 
west,  but  seriously  effect  the  business  of  our  whole 
country,  for  it  is  the  west  which  furnishes  provision 
for  our  Atlantic  cities,  the  means  of  carrying  on  our 
extensive  coast  trade,  and  aids  greatly  in  furnish- 
ing our  remittances  to  Europe.  Deprive  us  of  our 
harbors  and  these  advantages  are  lost,  the  west 
would  be  thrown  back  twenty  years.  The  millions 
of  stock  invested  in  our  sixty  steamboats  would,  he- 
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come  valueless,  and  the  Erie  canal  unproductive. — 
Burn  our  cities  and  towns,  and  individual  distress 
ensues,  but  the  production  of  the  soil  are  not  lessen- 
ed in  value.  Burn  the  city  of  New  York,  and  she 
would  soon  rise  from  her  ashes,  but  close  up  her 
harbor,  and  ere  long  the  owls  would  hoot  in  her  de- 
solate habitations.  [Com.  Adv.  <§r  Jour. 


THE  ARMY. 

Fatal  accident  at  West  Point.  On  Tuesday  while 
the  officers  were  practising  riding,  lieutenant  S.  J. 
Bransford  was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  so  badly 
hurt  as  to  cause  his  death  a few  hours  after. 

[Express. 

The  Savannah  Republican  contained  a report,  that 
lieut.  Judd  and  four  soldiers  had  been  killed  by  the 
Indians,  near  St.  Augustine.  By  later  accounts 
however,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  lieutenant,  at  the 
time,  was  in  advance  of  his  escort,  and  being  dress- 
ed in  citizen’s  clothes,  he  was  not  fired  upon.  The 
sergeant  who  accompanied  him  was  killed,  and  two 
or  three  of  his  men  wounded. 

Great  hopes  are  entertained  by  many  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Florida  army,  that  the  negociations  now 
pending  may  result  in  a close  of  the  war. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Savannah 
Republican  received  from  an  officer  of  the  Florida 
army: 

“Pilatka,  Nov.  Is/,  1840. 
“By  last  night’s  express  I am  enabled  to  give  you 
the  result  of  the  conference  of  the  Indians  with  gen. 
Armstead  at  Tampa  Bay. 

“HallackTustenugga,  Tiger  Tail,  and  six  others, 
came  in  at  the  appointed  time,  and  among  other 
things,  agreed  to  meet  the  general  with  300  of  their 
people  at  Fort  King  on  the  7th  instant,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  further  negociations.  It  is  expected  that 
the  two  chiefs  named,  will  proceed  to  Washington 
and  visit  the  president  in  propria  persona. 

“If  they  should  deem  it  their  interest  to  come  in 
good  faith,  it  may  end  the  war,  as  they  probably 
have  it  in  their  power  to  dictate  terms  of  peace;  but 
I opine  that  if  the  war  is  ended  only  upon  the  good 
faith  of  the  Indians,  it  will  last  forever  and  a day. 
They  are  like  England  on  the  boundary  question; 
they  will  appoint  commissioners  and  negociate  un- 
til doomsday — and  until  doomsday  hold  on  to  the 
country. 

“Colonel  Worth,  the  gallant  commander  of  the 
‘Republic’s  own,’  with  two  companies,  left  here  a 
few  days  since  for  Fort  King,  where  he  will  meet 
the  balance  (eight  companies)  of  his  regiment.” 
The  St.  Augustine  News  of  the  30th  ult.  states 
that  a few  days  before,  a party  of  Indians  made 
their  appearance  at  colonel  Hanson’s  plantation,  two 
miles  from  St.  Augustine, and  plundered  it.  They 
retired  hastily  for  fear  of  an  attack  from  the  military. 
Lieutenant  Brown,  3rd  artillery,  was  promptly  on 
the  spot  with  eleven  men.  While  the  latter  were 
on  the  watch,  they  discovered  signs  of  an  approach- 
ing party  at  2,  A.  M.  and  fired  upon  it.  It  proved 
to  be  a detachment  of  United  States  dragoons,  of 
which  lieutenant  Graham,  of  the  dragoons,  was  shot 
in  the  arm,  and  sergeant  Wolcott,  of  his  company, 
killed.  Lieutenant  Graham,  it  seems,  was  ap- 
proaching with  great  caution,  (he  having,  at  Pico- 
lato,  received  an  express,  informing  him  that  In- 
dians had  been  at  the  plantation),  and  the  fact  of 
the  alarm  having  taken  place  some  time  previous, 
brought  him  in  collision  with  the  troops  in  charge, 
who  were  anticipating  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

Little  Rock,  (Ark.)  Ocl.  14. 
The  river  took  a sudden  rise  on  Sunday,  and  has 
risen  10  or  12  feet;  which  enabled  the  steamboat 
Cherokee  to  pass  down  on  Sunday  night  for  New 
Orleans,  having  on  board  one  company  of  the  4th 
United  States  infantry,  under  the  command  of  capt. 
Morrison,  on  their  way  to  Fort  Jesup,  where  they 
have  been  transferred  by  a recent  order  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  to  relieve  companies  D and  E of  the 
3d  infantry,  ordered  to  Florida. 

Among  the  passengers  on  the  steamboat  were 
capt.  Page,  United  States  army,  with  a delegation 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes, 
from  the  Indian  country  west,  who  are  proceeding 
to  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  per- 
suade their  hostile  brethren  in  that  region  to  cease 
hostillities,  and  emigrate  with  them  to  the  country 
selected  for  their  nation  in  the  west.  All  the  per- 
sons that  composed  the  delegation  were  opposed  to 
emigrating,  and  left  their  native  land  with  the  great- 
est reluctance;  but,  since  they  have  explored  the 
country  where  they  are  located,  they  have  become 
perfectly  reconciled,  and  declare  that  they  would 
not  exchange  it  for  the  one  they  left. 

They  are  the  first  of  the  emigrants  who  have  re- 
turned, and  they  voluntarily  accepted  the  offer  to 
revisit  Florida,  (leaving  their  wives  and  children  as 
pledges  of  their  fidelity),  tor  the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing the  erroneous  impressions  imbibed  by  their  hos- 
tile brethren  and  endeavoring  to  induce  them  to 


emigrate  with  them  to  the  far  west,  where  they  may 
still  hope  to  exist  and  be  respected  as  a nation.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  representations  that  they 
will  make  will  have  the  desired  effect,  and  cause 
the  hostile  bands  who  still  hold  out  in  Florida  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  immediately  emigrate  to  the 
fine  country  appropriated  for  them  toward  the  set- 
ting sun. 

Captain  Armstrong  is  associated  with  captain 
Page  in  conducting  this  important  and  delicate  ne- 
gotiation; and  from  our  knowledge  of  their  expe- 
rience and  discretion,  we  feel  assured  that  it  could 
not  be  entrusted  to  better  hands.  [ Gazette . 


THE  NAVY 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war,  Preble,  arrived 
at  Boston  on  the  2d  inst.  from  Portsmouth. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Concord,  Boeram, 
fitted  out  at  Boston  for  the  West  India  station,  is  to 
be  sent  to  the  Brazils. 

The  store  ship  Relief,  now  loading  at  the  navy 
yard,  Brooklyn,  with  stores  for  the  Pacific,  will  sail 
soon,  and  affords  an  excellent  opportunity  for  for- 
warding letters  to  officers,  &c.  on  that  station. 

Commander  C,  K.  Stribbling  has  been  detached 
from  the  United  States  rendezvous  at  the  Norfolk 
station,  and  received  orders  for  the  navy  yard, 
Washington. 

Lieut.  Jno.  L.  Saunders  has  been  ordered  to  the 
Macedonian  as  her  1st  lieut. 

Brig  Malech  Adel.  This  vessel,  whose  suspicious 
course  has  excited  so  much  attention,  has,  we  learn, 
put  into  Bahia,  and  was  there  taken  in  charge  by 
an  American  ship  of  war,  who  carried  her  to  Rio 
de  Janeiro.  Commodore  Ridgely  had  entered  into 
an  investigation  of  the  extraordinary  conduct  of 
the  captain,  and  it  is  probable  he  will  send  him 
to  the  United  States.  In  letters  received  in  this 
city  from  the  captain,  he  says  that  his  chronometer 
having  run  down  he  was  anxious  to  corrrect  it,  and 
fired  at  the  vessels  who  reported  his  conduct,  with 
blank  cartridge,  to  compel  them  to  heave  to  that  he 
might  obtain  the  time  from  them.  The  respectable 
house  who  despatched  the  vessel  from  this  port  do 
not  know  that  he  had  any  shot  on  board. 

[iV.  Y.  Courier, 


NEW  YORK. 

New  York  legislature — complete. 

Senate. 

1st  district  John  B.  Scott,  V.  B.  gain. 

2d  “ Robert  Denniston,  V.  B. 

3d  “ Henry  W.  Strong,  Y.  B.  gain. 

4th  “ John  W.  Taylor,  whig  gain. 

5th  “ Henry  A.  Foster,  V.  B. 

6th  “ Nebemiah  Plait,  whig  gain. 

7th  “ Elijah  Rhodes,  whig  gain. 

8th  “ Samuel  Works. 

Whig  gain  3;  loss  2.  Nett  whig  gain  1.  The  se- 
nate will  stand — whigs  21,  Van  Buren  11.  Total 
32.  Last  year,  20  and  12. 

Assembly. 

1840.  1839. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Election  returns. 

Harrison.  Van  Buren. 

Rockingham,  4,043  4,959 

Strafford,  5,352  6,755 

Merrimack,  2,750  5,026 

Hillsborough,  3,753  4,727 

Cheshire,  3,657  2,280 

Sullivan,  2,128  2,154 

Grafton,  3,452  4,967 

Coos,  353  1,051 


Counties. 

Albany, 

Alleghany, 

Broome, 

Columbia, 

Cayuga, 

Chatauque, 

Chemung, 

Chenango 

Cattaraugus, 

Clinton, 

Cortland, 

Dutchess, 

Delaware, 

Erie, 

Essex, 

Fulton  ^Hamilton, 
Franklin, 

Greene, 

Genesee, 

Herkimer, 

Jefferson, 

Kings, 

Lewis, 

Livingston, 

Montgomery, 

Madison, 

Monroe, 

New  York, 
Niagara, 

Oswego, 

Onondaga, 

Otsego, 

Oneida, 

Ontario 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Putnam, 

Queen’s 

Rensselaer, 

Rockland, 


V.  B. 


W. 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

i 

1 


V.  B- 


13 


*4 

3 

4 


25,483 


31,919 

25,483 

6,436 


Mr.  Page,  the  Van  Buren  governor  is  elected  by 
a large  majority. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election  returns. 

1840.  1836. 

Harrison.  V.  B.  Harrison.  V.  B. 
Providence  county,  2,490 
834 
670 
473 
687 


Newport  county, 
Kent  county, 

Bristol  county, 
Washington  county, 


5,157 

230 


2 

3 

13 


3,181 


5,387 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Official  returns  of  the  election  for  president. 


230 


Gloucester, 

Salem, 

Essex, 

Somerset, 

Cumberland, 

Burlington, 

Cape  May, 

Mercer, 

Monmouth, 

Middlesex, 

Hirdson, 

Passaic, 

Morris, 


Whisrmaj. 

624 

290 

1,804 

372 

307 

1,006 

502 

528 

66 

310 

231 

390 

364 

6,734 

4,500 


Bergen, 

Warren, 

Hunterdon, 

Atlantic, 

Sussex, 


V.  B.maj. 
360 
1,054 
904 
421 
1,761 

4,500 


— 7 

Schoharie, 

2 

2 

Schnectady, 

1 

1 ' 

Saratoga, 

2 

2 

Suffolk, 

2 

2 

Sullivan, 

1 1 

Seneca, 

1 

1 

Steuben, 

3 

3 

St.  Lawrence, 

*2 

2 

Tompkins, 

2 

2 

Tioga, 

1 

1 

Ulster, 

2 

2 

Washington, 

2 

2 

Westchester, 

2 

2 

Wayne, 

2 

2 

Warren, 

1 

1 

Yates, 

1 

1 

66 

62  70 

58 

Whig  majority  last  year  12.  This  year  4. 

Recapitulation  and  comparison. 

1840 

1839. 

W. 

V.B.  W. 

V.  B. 

Senate, 

21 

11  20 

12 

Assembly, 

66 

62  70 

58 

Joint  ballot. 

87 

73  90 

70 

Whig  majority 

on  joint  ballot  last  year  20 

; this 

year  18. 

The  steamer  President,  which  left  New  York  on 

Total  whig  maj.  2,294 


the  2d  inst.  returned  to  that  port  on  the  9th.  The 
passengers  have  published  the  following  reasons  for 
her  return: 

On  the  morning  after  our  leaving  New  York, 
Nov.  3d.  we  encountered  a severe  head  wind  from 
the  N.  E.  which  gradually  increased  to  a hard  gale, 
with  a very  heavy  sea,  against  which  the  ship  was 
propelled  by  steam  for  four  successive  days,  with- 
out making  a greater  progress  during  the  whole  of 
that  time,  than  about  300  miles  on  our  way. 

On  Saturday,  the  7th  of  November,  capt.  Keane 
assembled  his  passengers  together,  and  communi- 
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cated  to  them  that  he  had  received  a report  from  the 
engineer,  stating  that  there  remained  onlv  fourteen 
days’  consumption  of  coal  on  board,  and  there  being 
every  prospect  of  a continuance  of  the  adverse  gale 
for  several  days  longer,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
inake  it  known  to  his  passengers  without  delay. 

He  then  frankly  expressed  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  running  too  great  a risk  to  proceed  farther 
on  the  voyage  under  such  circumstances;  as  four- 
teen days  was  the  shortest  time  in  which  he  could 
hope  to  reach  England,  if  the  adverse  gale  should 
cease  immediately  and  we  should  be  favored  with 
fair  winds  and  fine  weather  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  way. 

But  as  we  could  not  safely  reckon  on  this,  our 
position  would  be  a very  painful  one,  if,  after  ex- 
hausting our  14  days’  supply  of  coal,  we  should 
then  find  ourselves  approaching  the  English  coast, 
without  airy  fuel  on  board.  He  thought  it  his  duty, 
therefore,  tor  the  interest  of  all  concerned — both 
owners  and  passengers — to  return  to  New  York 
while  the  gale  lasted,  there  to  take  in  the  requisite 
supply  of  coal,  and  then  resume  the  voyage.  He 
wished,  at  the  same  time,  by  submitting  these  facts 
and  reasonings  to  the  passengers,  to  obtain  an  ex- 
pression of  their  opinions  on  the  subject. 

On  this  a deliberative  conversation  followed 
among  the  passengers,  in  which  some  difference  of 
opinion  appeared  to  exist  on  minor  points,  it  was 
thought  best  to  take  the  decision  of  the  whole  body 
present  on  the  main  question,  and  accordingly  their 
votes  were  taken — those  who  approved  ol  the  return 
to  New  York,  and  who  thought  tire  reasons  for  this 
step  abundantly  sufficient,  being  requested  to  an- 
swer in  the  affirmative — and  those  who  thought  a 
farther  perseverance  preferable,  to  answer  in  the 
negative — when  only  two  appeared  to  embrace  the 
latter  view  out  of  at  least  sixty  gentlemen  assembled 
on  the  occasion. 

After  expressing  full  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  attention  of  capt.  Keane,  his  officers  and  crew, 
the  passengers  concludes  by  saying: 

Attire  same  time,  we  feel  it  due  to  the  public 
and  ourselves,  to  express  our  unqualified  disappro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  those,  with  whom  the  re- 
ponsibility  lies,  who  caused  the  ship  to  be  sent  to 
sea  for  a winter  passage,  with  an  inadequate  sup- 
ply of  fuel,  and  an  equally  manifest  deficiency  in 
hands  in  the  crew;  and  more  especially  as  no  in- 
termediate depot  of  coal  has  been  formed  at  any 
place  to  which  the  ship  could  repair  in  case  of  need. 

The  census  of  1840  for  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
deputy  marshals  appointed  to  take  the  census  of 
this  city  have  completed  their  returns.  They  have 
not  all,  we  believe,  sent  in  their  books  to  the  U. 
States  marshal’s  office,  but  we  have  with  great 
labor  and  care  copied  tire  following  official  returns 
from  the  books  of  the  several  deputy  marshals,  on 
whom  we  have  called  during  the  last  few  days. 
Here  are  the  returns  from  the  several  wards: 


not  included,  owing  to  some  omissions  by  the  de- 
puty marshal. 

White  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  city,  253 

Black  do.  do.  6 


Total 

White. 

Black. 

Pop’n. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Fern’s. 

1 

10,629 

5,723 

4,433 

189 

284 

2 

6,406 

3.571 

2,550 

149 

136 

3 

11,581 

5,764 

5,312 

192 

313 

4 

15,770 

8,219 

7,149 

162 

240 

5 

19,159 

7 692 

9,051 

984 

1,432 

6 

17,199 

7,566 

7.821 

859 

953 

7 

22,985 

10,336 

12,039 

218 

842 

8 

29,073 

11,921 

14.390 

1,118 

1,644 

9 

24,795 

11,271 

12,990 

204 

330 

10 

29,093 

12,981 

14,960 

433 

659 

11 

17,052 

7,939 

8,595 

197 

271 

12 

11,678 

6,207 

5,083 

253 

215 

13 

18,522 

8,378 

9,560 

251 

333 

14 

20,230 

8,828 

9,825 

662 

911 

15 

18,560 

8,752 

9,2SS 

279 

301 

16 

22,275 

10,606 

10,898 

341 

435 

17 

18,6(j2 

8,470 

9,757 

146 

239 

Total, 

313,629 

144,324 

153,630 

6,637 

9,038 

144,324 

6,687 

Whites, 

297,954 

15,675 

Blacks, 

15,675 

Total, 

313,629 

Comparative  increase. 

Total.  Males.  Fein’s.  I.  an.  Blind. 
Census  of  1835,  270,089  131,624  138,465  64  105 

Census  of  1840,313,629  130,961  162,688  191  141 

In  1835  there  was  no  less  than  14,977  blacks, 
who  were  not  taxed.  The  total  of  negroes  now  in 
the  city  is  only  15,675 

We  have  also  compiled  with  great  labor  and  care 
the  following  relative  statements  from  the  returns 
on  the  separate  books  ol  the  deputy  marshals.  We 
must  here  premise  that  in  some  of  the  following 
calculations,  the  thirteenth  and  fifteenth  wards  are 


Total  deaf  and  dumb, 

White  blind  people, 

Black  do.  do. 

Total  blind, 

White  insane  people  and  idiots. 
Black  do.  do. 

Total  insane, 

Revolutionary  pensioners  in  all. 

Do.  over  80  years  of  age. 

Do.  over  90  do. 

Statistics. 

Persons  engaged  in  mining. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


259 


141 

180 

11 

191 

31 

17 

3 

62 

2,750 


agriculture, 
commerce  & merchants,  10,097 
manufactures  & trades,  29,411 


navigating  the  ocean,  2,589 
do.  rivers,  canals,  &c.  654 

Lawyers,  parsons,  engineers,  scientific  and 

professional  persons,  2,320 

Universities  and  colleges,  2 

Scholars  at  do.  do.  226 

Academies  and  grammar  schools,  108 

Scholars  at  do.  do.  5,163 

Primary  and  common  schools,  182 

Scholars  at  do.  do.  10,951 

Scholars  at  public  charge,  9,217 

Total  number  of  schools,  &c.  292 

Total  number  of  scholars  in  them,  34,108 

Total  number  of  persons  over  20  years  of 
age,  6,699 

Relative  ages. 

White  men  over  100  years  of  age 


White  women  do. 

do. 

4 

White  men  over  90 

do. 

18 

White  momen  do. 

do. 

42 

White  men  over  80 

do. 

148 

White  women  do. 

do. 

287 

Black  men  over  100 

do. 

0 

Black  women  do. 

do. 

12 

White  males  between  15  &.20  years  of  age 

13,082 

White  females 

do.  do. 

16,750 

White  males  betwee 

n 20  and  30  do. 

36,640 

Male  children  under  5 years  of  age, 

23.201 

Female  children 

do.  do. 

23,139 

Such  are  the  curious  results  which  we  have  ob- 
tained from  a hasty  inspection  of  the  returns  of  the 
late  census.  [N.  Y.  Herald. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Official.  The  following  are  the  official  returns 
of  the  election  for  president,  compared  with  that  of 
1836: 

1840.  1836. 


COUNTIES. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

V.B. 

Har. 

Adams, 

2,453 

1,628 

1,186 

1,520 

Alleghany, 

7,620 

4,573 

3,074 

3,623 

Armstrong, 

1,260 

1,714 

1,528 

1,014 

Beaver, 

3,143 

1,710 

1,075 

2,077 

Bedford, 

2,910 

2,446 

1,587 

1,920 

Berks, 

3,5S2 

7,425 

4,967 

1,584 

Bucks, 

4,705 

4,488 

3,081 

3,289 

Bradford, 

2,631 

2,844 

1,462 

1,531 

Butler, 

2,100 

1,804 

1,008 

1,166 

Crawford, 

2,469 

2,903 

1,614 

1,232 

Chester, 

5 643 

4,882 

3,277 

3,921 

Columbia, 

1,325 

2,829 

1,634 

555 

Cumberland, 

2,790 

2,695 

1,894 

1,696 

Cambria, 

811 

920 

450 

554 

Centre, 

1.447 

2,242 

1,809 

924 

Clinton, 

637 

649 

New  county. 

Clearfield, 

499 

812 

499 

2S4 

Clarion, 

648 

1,366 

New  cou 

nty. 

Dauphin, 

3,124 

2,187 

1,372 

1,993 

Delaware, 

2,031 

1,335 

1,030 

1,224 

Erie, 

3,636 

2,061 

1,312 

2,134 

Fayette, 

2,755 

3,035 

2,102 

1,747 

Franklin, 

3,536 

2,892 

2,155 

2,575 

Greene, 

1,350 

2,010 

1,138 

915 

Huntingdon, 

3,826 

2,266 

1,340 

2,628 

Indiana, 

1,953 

1,209 

692 

1,469 

Jefferson, 

476 

592 

244 

229 

Juniata, 

966 

1,043 

627 

596 

Luzerne, 

2,774 

4,119 

2,008 

1,415 

Lancaster, 

9,678 

5,472 

4,144 

6,250 

Lebanon, 

2,369 

1,402 

1,168 

1,487 

Lehigh, 

2,405 

2,451 

1,987 

1,784 

Lycoming, 

1,504 

2,181 

1,705 

938 

Montgomery, 

4,068 

4,869 

3,446 

2,409 

Mercer, 

3,249 

2,336 

1,253 

1,991 

Monroe, 

345 

1,447 

796 

166 

ES  OF  THE 

UNION. 

165 

\/£i 

Mifflin, 

1,226 

1,269 

917 

748 

McKean, 

262 

275 

150 

85 

Northampton, 

2,846 

3,838 

2,378 

1,426 

Northumberland, 

1,351 

2,187 

1,421 

721 

Philadelphia  co. 

10,189 

13,303 

7,957 

6,536 

Perry, 

1,072 

1,970 

1,107 

473 

Philadelphia  city, 

7,655 

4,774 

3,028 

5,747 

Pike, 

135 

524 

358 

50 

Potter 

ISO 

363 

162 

62 

Somerset, 

2,501 

765 

511 

1,905 

Schuylkill, 

1,881 

2,184 

1,380 

687 

Susquehanna, 

17560 

2,023 

1,145 

856 

Tioga, 

895 

1,721 

1,027 

400 

Union, 

2,423 

1,518 

1,143 

1,328 

Venango, 

855 

1,275 

967 

600 

W ashington. 

4,147 

3,611 

2,445 

2,805 

Wayne, 

675 

1,188 

724 

340 

Warren, 

827 

929 

498 

254 

Westmoreland, 

2,778 

4,704 

2,878 

1,726 

York, 

3,792 

4,382 

2,756 

2,005 

Total,  144,018 

143,675 

91,475 

87,111 

143,675 


87,111 


Harrison's  raaj.  343  V.  B.  maj.  4,364 

An  examination  of  the  official  returns,  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  estab- 
lishes the  fact,  that  the  variation  between  the  high- 
est and  lowest  electors  on  the  Harrison  ticket,  does 
not  exceed  twenty  votes.  The  whole  thirty  are 
elected. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  polled  for  the  aboli- 
tion electoral  ticket  in  the  state  was  343. 

Pennsylvania  legislature — Session  1841. 

Stale  senate. 

District  1.  Philadelphia  city — Frederick  Fraley, 
Henry  S.  Spackman. 

2.  County  of  Philadelphia — Michael  Snyder,  Chas. 
Brown,  Benj.  Crispin. 

Montgomery,  Chester  and  Delaware — Nathaniel 
Brooke,  Abraham  Brower,  John  T.  Huddleson. 

4.  Bucks — Samuel  A.  Smith. 

5.  Berks — Samuel  Fcgely. 

6.  Lancaster  and  Yoik— John  Strohrn,  Thos.  E. 
Cochran,  William  Hiester. 

7.  Dauphin  and  Lebannon — John  Killinger. 

8.  Huntington,  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry  and  Union 
— Robert  P.  Maclay,  James  Mathers. 

9.  Columbia  and  Schuylkill — Samuel  F.  Headly. 

10.  Leigh  and  Northampton — John  S.  Gibbons. 

11.  Luzerne,  Monroe,  Wayne  and  Pike — Ebene- 
zer  Kingsbury,  jr. 

12.  Lycoming,  Centre,  Clinton  and  Northumber- 
land— Robert  Fleming. 

13.  Bradford  and  Susquehanna — Elihu  Case. 

14.  Franklin,  Cumberland  and  Adams — C.  B. 
Penrose,  Thomas  Miller. 

15.  Bedford  and  Somerset — Samuel  M.  Barclay. 

16.  Westmoreland — John  C.  Plumer. 

17.  Washington — John  H.  Ewing. 

18.  Fayette  and  Green — Win.  C.  Coplan. 

19.  Alleghany  and  Butler — Thos.  Williams,  Chas. 
C.  Sullivan. 

20.  Beaver  and  Mercer — John  J.  Pearson. 

21.  Crawford  and  Erie — Joseph  M.  Sterrett. 

22.  Jefferson,  McKean,  Potter,  Tioga,  Venango 
and  Warren — Gen.  Samuel  Hays. 

23.  Indiana,  Armstrong,  Clarion,  Cambria  and 
Clearfield — Finlay  Patterson. 

Van  Buren  13,  in  italics;  whigs  20,  in  roman. 

House  of  representatives. 

Adams — Daniel  M.  Smyser,  Dr.  George  L.  Fauss. 

Alleghany — William  Dilworth,  George  Darsie, 
Isaac  Lighther,  Daniel  McCurdy. 

Armstrong — "William  F.  Johnston. 

Bradford — Stephen  Pierce. 

Beaver — Matthew  T.  Kennedy,  James  Sprott. 

Bedford — Daniel  Washabaugh,  Richard  Bard. 

Berks — Daniel  B.  Kutz,  Henry  Flannery,  Robert 
M.  Barr,  Samuel  Moore. 

Bucks — John  Apple,  Isaac  Vanhorn,  Joseph  Titus. 

Butler — Isaac  S.  Pearson. 

Crawford — Gaylord  Church,  Joseph  Douglass. 

Centre — George  Boat. 

Chester — John  D.  Steel,  Win.  K.  Correy,  Dr. 
John  B.  Chrisman,  Robert  Futhey. 

Columbia — Daniel  Snyder. 

Cumberland — A.  S.  McKinney,  J.  Zimmerman. 

Dauphin — Benj.  Musser,  Samuel  H.  Clark. 

Delaware — Joshua  P.  Eyre. 

Erie— James  D.  Dunlop,  Stephen  Skinner. 

Franklin — Andrew  Snively,  Joseph  Pumroy. 

Fayette — Robert  P.  Flenniken,  John  Fuller. 

Greene — Thomas  P.  Pollock. 

Huntingdon — Joseph  Higgins,  John  G.  Miles. 

Indiana— John  Cummins. 

Juniata,  Mifflin  and  Union— John  Funk,  Ner 
Middleswarth,  Joseph  A.  Bell. 


*A  conservative  and  volunteer  candidate. 
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Lancaster — C.  Keiffer,  Benj.  Pennell,  Jacob 
Foreman,  P.  Von  Neider,  Hugh  Andrews,  Joseph 
McClure. 

Lebanon — John  Bruner. 

Lehigh — Benj.  Fogel,  Peler  Hass. 

Lycoming,  Clinton  and  Clearfield — James  S. Gam- 
ble, Geo.  Leidy. 

Luzerne — Hendricks  B.  Wright,  A.  Cartwright. 

Mercer — James  Banks,  James  Montgomery’. 

Montgomery— Ephraim,  Fenton,  William  B.  Hahn, 
William  Bean. 

Northampton  and  Monroe— Richard  Broadhead, 
jr.  John  Flick,  John  Track. 

Northumberland — Jesse  C,  Horton. 

Pike  and  Wayne — John  H.  Brodhead. 

Perry — William  B.  Anderson. 

Philadelphia  city — William  A.  Crabb,  Edward  D. 
Law,  Isaac  Meyer,  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  G. 
Kush  Smith,  Jacob  Gratz,  John  Rush. 

Philadelphia  county — John  Felton,  Edward  A. 
Penniman,  John  Painter,  William  Wilkins,  Thos. 
M.  Scott,  Thomas  Me  Cully,  William  Bonsall,  Lewis 
Crousillatt. 

Susquehanna— Franklin  Lusk. 

Schuylkill — John  Weaver. 

Somerset  and  Cambria — Joshua  F.  Cox,  John 
Hanna. 

Tioga  and  Potter — ’’John  Wakeley. 

Venango  and  Clarion — Alexander  Holeman. 

Washington — Jonathan  Letherman,  Samuel  Li- 
vingston, Aaron  Kerr. 

Westmorland—  Samuel  Hill,  William  Johnson. 

Warren,  Jefferson  and  McKean — James  L.  Gillis. 

York — Isaac  Garretson,  J.  May,  Adam  Ebaugh. 

Those  in  roman  are  whigs — in  italics,  Van  Buren. 

ALABAMA. 

No  member  of  the  union  has  fulfilled  her  en- 
gagements with  greater  punctuality  than  the  state 
of  Alabama.  The  only  debt  she  owes,  is  that  in- 
vested in  the  capital  stock  of  her  banks.  The  first 
half  million  of  her  bonds  became  due  in  London 
the  present  year;  and  although  the  state  reserved 
its  right  to  extend  the  period  of  their  redemption, 
the  whole  sum  due  was  anticipated  and  paid  by  the 
banks  for  which  it  was  issued. 

The  interest  upon  another  portion  of  the  debt, 
payment  in  New  York  and  New  Orleans  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  is  already  provided.  A part  of 
that  due  in  London  in  January  next,  has  gone  for- 
ward: and  the  Great  Western  carries  with  her  to- 
day, remittances  to  cover  the  residue.  Indeed  all 
the  payments  of  the  state  prior  to  April  1841,  are 
thus  anticipated. 

The  legislature  of  Alabama,  at  its  last  session, 
passed  an  act  recalling  the  whole  of  the  state  bonds 
issued  and  still  unsold.  These  have  all  been  ac- 
cordingly returned  and  cancelled,  thus  leaving  the 
state  debt,  ,$10,860,000.  The  governor  also  in  his 
last  message  to  the  legislature,  recommended  the 
establishment  of  a sinking  fund  for  the  gradual  ex- 
tinguishment of  this  debt,  and  this  judicious  mea- 
sure will  in  all  probability  be  adopted  the  ensuing 
session. 

With  an  annual  export  of  cotton,  worth  at  its 
present  low  price,  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  with 
a very  trifling  amount  of  imports  during  the  past 
and  present  year,  and  with  a faithful  and  economi- 
cal policy  in  the  management  of  her  finances,  the 
state  of  Alabama  ought  to  rank  amongst  the  high- 
est in  credit,  as  she  is  in  her  resources. 

[ AT.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

LOUISIANA. 

Commerce  of  New  Orleans.  We  condense  from 
Hunt’s  Merchants’  Magazine  for  November,  the 
following  very  interesting  statistics  of  the  commerce 
of  New  Orleans,  a city  which  has  sprung  up  in  the 
southwest  with  a population  of  102,000  souls,  and 
row  in  power  and  importance,  the  third  perhaps  in 
the  United  States.  The  city  of  New  Orleans  should 
be  a matter  of  national  pride,  as  it  is  the  offspring 
of  our  free  institutions,  standing  as  it  does  at  the 
outlet  of  that  giant  stream,  the  Mississippi,  which 
waters  the  richest  valley  upon  the  earth  for  thou- 
sands of  miles,  and  must  be  in  coming  time,  as  it 
now  is,  the  grand  channel  of  western  commerce. 

Bales. 

Cotton — Exported  to  various  ports  in 

1839,  ’40,  954,191 

1830,  ’31,  424,684 


The  above  synopsis  of  the  cotton  export,  show’s 
an  increase  of  business  in  the  branch  of  cotton  ex- 
port in  nine  years  of  529,507  bales— of  the  whole 
quantity  exported,  the  largest  quantity  has  been  sent 
to  Great  Britain,  and  the  next  largest  quantity  to 
France,  and  but  a small  portion  of  the  whole  amount 
has  been  shipped  coastwise. 


*Nominated  by  V.  B.  opposed  to  the  regular  ticket. 


Hhds. 

Tobacco — Exported  to  various  ports  in 
1839,  ’40,  28,028 

1830,  ’31,  34,968 


6,940 

Showing  a decrease  apparently  of  6,940  hogs- 
heads. In  the  years  1834  to  1838  the  amount  ex- 
ported was  much  greater  than  in  1839-40,  particu- 
larly in  the  year  1835-36,  when  the  amount  export- 
ed reached  43,941,  the  greatest  part  of  the  tobacco 
has  alw'ays  been  shipped  coastwise. 

Hhds.  Bbls. 

Sugar — Exported  to  various 
ports  in  1839-40  45,511  5,978 

1835-36,  5,677  3,138 


39,834  2,S40 

Showing  an  increase  of  39,834  hogsheads,  and 
2,840  barrels  in  five  years.  With  the  exception  of  a 
very  small  portion,  this  sugar  is  shipped  coastwise. 

Hhds.  Bbls. 

Molasses — Exported  to  va- 
rious ports  in  1839-40,  8,937  42,926 

1835-36,  1,012  9,289 


7,925  33,637 

Showing  an  increase  in  five  years  of  7,925  hogs- 
heads, and  33,637  barrels.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
this  article  is  shipped  coastwise,  and  we  believe  is 
chiefly  used  in  the  distillation  oi  rum. 

These  tables  shew  to  what  a great  extent  the 
commerce  of  New  Orleans  has  increased  during  a 
few  years  past,  it  may  also  give  us  some  idea  of  the 
vast  resources  of  the  west,  and  enable  us  to  form 
some  conception  of  the  future  greatness  of  that  fer- 
tile portion  of  country.  When  we  reflect  that  these 
data  are  taken  during  a time  of  unexampled  com- 
mercial prostration,  our  wonder  will  be  increased. 
Progressing  as  she  does  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  New  Orleans  will  take  her  stand  among  the 
mightiest  cities  of  the  world. 

IOWA. 

Election.  Mr.  Dodge,  the  Van  Buren  candidate 
for  delegate  to  congress,  has  been  re-elected  after  a 
warm  contest  by  a majority  of  688  votes.  We  have 
not  yet  met  with  the  particulars. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  OF  MD. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  REJECTION  OF  PETITIONS 
FOR  THE  ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

In  house  of  representatives,  Jan.  25,  27  and  28,  1840. 

The  house  having  under  consideration  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  to  amend 
the  rules  by  the  addition  of  the  following: 

“ Resolved , That  upon  the  presentation  of  anv  me- 
morial or  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the 
slave  trade  in  any  district,  territory,  or  state  of  the 
union,  and  upon  the  presentation  of  any  resolution 
or  other  paper  louching  that  subject,  the  reception  of 
such  memorial,  petition,  resolution  or  paper,  shall  be 
considered  as  objected  to,  and  the  question  of  its  re- 
ception shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  debate  or 
further  action  thereon.” 

And  the  proposition  of  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  as  a 
substitute  to  the  loregoing,  in  the  following  words: 

“ Resolved , That  the  following  be  added  to  the 
standing  rules  of  this  house,  to  be  numbered  the 
21st: 

“Every’  petition  presented  by  the  speaker,  or  by 
any  member,  with  a brief  verbal  statement  of  its 
contents,  shall  be  received,  unless  objection  be  made 
to  its  reception  for  special  reasons;  and  whenever 
objection  shall  be  made  to  the  reception  of  a petition, 
the  name  of  the  member  objecting  and  the  reason  of 
the  objection  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal.  The 
question  in  every  such  case  shall  be,  'shall  the  peti- 
tion be  rejected?’  and  no  petition  shall  be  rejected  but 
by  a majority  of  the  members  present.” 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  upon  gaining  the  floor, 
said  that,  before  entering  on  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion before  the  house,  he  had  one  word  to  say  in  re- 
ference to  the  unpleasant  occurrence  of  last  evening. 

He  had  understood  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Bynvm ),  before  he  made  the  motion 
for  him  to  proceed  in  his  remarks,  had  retracted  the 
offensive  words  applied  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Peck).  Amid  the  confusion  and  noise, 
he  did  not  hear  all  that  fell  from  the  gentleman,  but 
he  had  since  learned,  from  the  report  in  the  Globe 
of  this  morning,  that  he  had  not  done  so.  It  he  had 
so  understood  last  night,  he  would  not  have  request- 
ed the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thomp- 
son), to  withdraw  his  resolution,  nor  would  he  have 
made  the  motion  which  he  did. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  he  thought  this  explanation  due 
to  himself,  for  he  was  the  last  member  in  this  house 
to  justify’  or  palliate  unparliamentary’  language,  and 
he  believed  that  such  language  was  always  more 
calculated  to  injure  those  who  used  it,  than  those  to 
whom  it  was  intended  to  apply. 


Mr.  Johnson  then  proceeded,  and  said:  I have  al- 
ways, Mr.  Speaker,  been  opposed  to  the  discussion 
of  abolition  in  this  house,  in  any  manner  whatever. 

I have  never  regarded  it  a debatable  question  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States.  It  may  have  been 
supposed  by  many  that,  from  my  anxiety  to  get  the 
floor,  I was  desirous  to  participate  in  the  discussion 
of  this  exciting  subject.  Such  was  not  the  case. — 
For  the  first  ten  days,  my  anxiety  to  get  the  floor 
was  simply  to  call  the  previous  question  on  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thompson),  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  discus- 
sion; but,  from  the  vast  range  which  the  debate  has 
taken,  not  on  the  merits  of  the  question  only,  but 
for  the  purpose,  as  I am  constrained  to  believe,  of 
making  political  capital  out  of  it,  upon  which  mem- 
bers may  trade  at  iiome,  in  or  with  their  party,  I 
feel  called  on  to  depart  from  the  course  of  silence 
which  I had  prescribed  to  myself,  and  must  now 
trouble  the  house  with  a few  remarks. 

Mr.  Speaker,  were  1 to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion now,  the  vote,  under  the  change  already  made 
in  the  rules  this  session,  would  not  be  the  first  taken 
on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, but  would  now  have  first  to  be  put  on  the 
amendment  recently  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams);  and  in  reference  to 
this  amendment,  and  to  some  of  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  its  able  supporter,  I desire  to  say  a few 
words. 

I consider  the  resolutions  heretofore  offered  too 
vague  and  indefinite  to  effect  any  useful  purpose  or 
practical  good;  and  before  I conclude,  I will  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  which  will  meet  the 
question  fairly  and  fully,  which  shall  contain  no  am- 
biguity, and  which  will  allow  no  gentleman  to  de- 
ceive his  constituents,  or  leave  “ undefined ” his  po- 
sition in  relation  to  this  subject.  It  is  in  these  words: 

“ Resolved , That  no  petition,  memorial,  resolution 
or  other  paper,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the 
slave  trade  between  the  states  or  territories  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  this  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever.” 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that  he  felt  it  due  to  his  consti- 
tuents, and  to  the  state  which,  in  part,  he  represent- 
ed, that  he  should  claim,  for  a short  time,  the  indul- 
gence of  the  house.  He  felt  this  duty  strong  upon 
him,  from  the  peculiar  position  of  his  district,  and 
the  situation  of  his  state,  and  the  more  especially  so, 
when  he  thought  that  efforts  had  been  made,  by  va- 
rious gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  de- 
bate, to  conciliate  favor  with  the  abolitionists  of  the 
north,  at  the  expense  of  the  feelings  and  interests  of 
the  south;  whilst  others  who  had  spoken  had  endea- 
vored to  throw  reproach  and  odium  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  general  Harrison,  whose  name  they  had 
introduced  only  for  parly  purposes  and  political  spe- 
culation. The  tone  and  character  of  the  debate,  in 
conjunction  with  the  fact,  that  Maryland  was  more 
interested  in  the  question  than  anyother  state,  made 
it  manifestly  proper,  in  his  opinion  and  sense  of  duty, 
to  waive  his  reluctance  to  discuss  the  question.  He 
would,  therefore,  present  the  views  of  his  state,  as 
far  as  he  represented  it,  on  this  deeply  agitating 
question,  with  the  opinions  which  he  himself  enter- 
tained, or  such  ideas  as  might  occur  to  him  while 
addressing  the  chair,  with  (rankness  and  sincerity, 
and  with  an  intention  not  to  offend  the  feelings  of 
any  one  on  this  floor,  or  elsewhere,  wdiatever  might 
be  the  diversity  of  sentiment,  difference  of  opinion 
on  doctrines  of  principle,  or  questions  and  measures 
of  expediency. 

Some  days  since,  sir,  I voted  to  lay  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Coles),  on 
the  table.*  No  one  is  more  willing  than  myself  to 

*Wednesduy,  Jail.  15,  1840. — [Journal,  page  212.] 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Coles  further  to  amend 
the  rules  by  inserting  therein  a rule  in  the  w'ords  fol- 
lowing: 

“All  petitions,  memorials,  and  papers  touching  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling  or  transfer- 
ring of  slaves  in  any  state,  district  or  territory  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  upon  their  presentation,  be  laid  on 
the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  read  or  re- 
ferred, and  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had 
thereon.’’ 

Same  day. — [Page  215.] 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  that  the  amendment  to 
the  rules,  moved  by  Mr.  Coles,  do  lie  on  the  table,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  98. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — Messrs.  J. 
Quincy  Adams,  Julius  C.  Alford.  John  W.  Allen,  Si- 
meon H.  Anderson,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Osmyn 
Baker,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  John  Bell,  Edward  J.  Black, 
William  K.  Bond,  George  N.  Briggs,  John  H.  Brock- 
way, Anson  Brown,  Samson  H.  Butler,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Zadok  Casey,  Thomas  W.  Chinn,  Thomas 
C.  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Walter  T.  Colquitt,  Jas. 
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accord  to  that  gentleman  the  best  feelings,  and  the 
strongest  interest  for  the  south.  I know  full  well 
his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  contituents,  and 
their  deep  aversion  to  the  intermeddling  of  the  abo- 
litionists of  the  north  with  their  vested  and  unques- 
tionable rights;  but  his  resolution  admitted  the  right 
of  petition,  and  denied  the  right  of  reference,  and 
without  intending  such  a consequence,  virtually  in- 
vited the  abolitionists  to  send  their  memorials  here, 
and  then  to  smother  them  on  the  fable. 

The  reception  of  a petition  carries  with  it  the  ad- 
mission of  a correlative  right  to  have  it  referred;  for 
the  deliberative  body  which  will  entertain  a petition 
by  so  far  considering  it  as  to  receive  it,  admits,  by 
the  very  act  itself,  that  the  petition  should  be  refer- 
red and  gravely  considered.  It  does  more;  it  ad- 
mits jurisdiction  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  peti- 
tion; tor  it  cannot  be  said,  in  justification  of  receiv- 
ing a petition,  that  the  contents  of  the  petition  could 
not  be  known  until  received,  referred  and  reported 
to  the  house,  since  the  rule  of  the  house  requires 
each  member  offering  a petition  to  give  a short  ver- 
bal statement  of  its  coutents.  Thus,  by  the  act  of 
presentation,  the  house  is  at  once  apprized,  before 
the  petition  is  received,  o(  its  contents,  and,  I main- 
tain, the  house  should  never  tor  a moment  entertain 
such  petition  when  it  has  not  jurisdiction  over  the 
subject-matter. 

Upon  this  point,  (said  Mr.  Johnson),  I will  make 
a few  additional  remarks,  before  I conclude  what  I 
have  to  say;  but  at  this  time  I will  make  a passing 
remark  upon  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bynum),  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  in  relation  to  the  report  and  resolutions  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  as  chair- 
main  of  a select  committee  on  the  subject  of  aboli- 
tion memorials,  in  the  twenty-fourth  congress. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  spent  at  least 
an  hour  in  eulogizing  that  report  and  the  resolutions 
which  were  adopted  by  the  house,  and  was  willing, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  charge  every  member 
who  dilfered  with  the  report  and  resolutions  as  either 
an  abolitionist  or  an  accessary  to  abolitionism,  and 

Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Thomas  Corwin,  George  W. 
Crabb,  Robert  B.  Cranston,  John  VV.  Crockett,  Ed  ward 
Curtis.  Caleb  Cushing,  Thomas  Davee,  Edward  Da- 
vies, Garrett  Davis,  William  C.  Dawson,  James  Dellet, 
John  Edwards,  John  Ely,  Geo.  Evans,  Horace  Eve- 
rett, Millard  Fillmore.  Charles  Fisher,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Rice  Garland,  Seth  M.  Gates,  Meredith  P.  Gentry, 
James  Gerry,  Joshua  R.  Giddines,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Francis  Granger,  William  J.  Graves,  John  K.  Griffin, 
Moses  H.  Grinnell,  Richard  W.  Habersham,  Hiland 
Hall,  William  S.  Hastings,  Thomas  Henry,  Solomon 
Hillen,  jr.  Ogden  Hoffman,  Francis  James,  Charles 
Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Thomas  Kempshall, 
Abbot  Lawrence,  Levi  Lincoln,  Joshua  A.  Lowell, 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  Charles  F.  Mitchell,  Christopher 
Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Charles  Naylor,  Eugenius  A. 
Ntsbet,  Charles  Ogle,  Thomas  B.  Osborne,  Rufus  Pa- 
len,  William  Parmemer,  Luther  C.  Peck,  Francis  W. 
Pickens,  John  Pope,  George  H.  Proffit,  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall, Joseph  F Randolph,  James  Rariden,  John  Reed, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Ridgway,  David  Russell,  Leve- 
relt  Saltonstall,  William  Simonton,  Win.  Slade,  Tru- 
man Smith,  Edward  Stanly,  William  L.  Storrs,  John 
T.  Steuart,  Thomas  D.  Sumpler,  Waddy  Thompson, 
jr.  Jacob  Thompson,  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  George  W. 
Toland,  Joseph  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Lott  War- 
ren, John  White,  Thomas  W.  Wiliams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — Messrs.  Jud- 
ean Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  Charles  G.  Atherton, 
Linn  Banks,  William  Beatty,  Julius  W.  Blackwell, 
Linn  Boyd,  David  P.  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Al- 
bert G.  Brown,  Edmund  Burke,  John  Campbell,  Win. 
B.  Campbell,  John  Carr,  James  Carroll,  William  B. 
Carter,  Reuben  Chapman,  Nathan  Clifford,  Walter 
Coles,  Henry  W.  Connor,  Robert  Craig,  Isaac  E.  Cra- 
ry,  Edward  Cross,  Amasa  Dana,  John  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis.  Edmund  Deberry,  William  Doan,  Andrew  W. 
Doig,  George  C.  Dromgoole,  Nehemiah  H.  Earl,  Ira 
A.  Eastman,  John  G Floyd,  Joseph  Fornance,  James 
Garland,  William  L.  Goggin,  James  Graham,  Robert 
H.  Hammond,  Augustus  C.  Hand,  John  Hastings. 
Mieajah  T.  Hawkins,  John  Hill,  of  Virginia,  John 
Hill,  of  North  Carolina,  Joel  Hollem  m,  Enos  Hook, 
George  W.  Hopkins,  Tilgkman  A.  Howard,  David 
Hubbard,  Thomas  B.  Jackson.  Joseph  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  George  M.  Keim,  Gou- 
verneur  Kemble,  Daniel  P.  Lendbetter,  Isaac  Leet, 
Stephen  B.  Leonard,  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  William  Lucas, 
Abraham  McClellan,  George  McCulloh,  James  J. 
McKav,  Meredith  Mallory,  Albert  G.  Marchand,  Wil- 
liam Medill,  James  de  la  Montanva,  William  Montgo- 
mery, Samuel  W.  Morris,  Peter  Newhead,  Isaac  Pa- 
rish, Virgil  D.  Paris,  Lpmuel  Paynter.  David  Petrikin, 
John  II.  Prentiss,  William  S.  Ramsey,  Green  B.  Sa- 
muels, Tristram  Shaw,  Charles  Shepard,  Albert  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  David  A.  Starkweather, 
Lewis  Sieenrod,  Theron  R.  Strong,  George  Sweeny, 
John  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Philip  Triplett, 
Hawkins  L.  Turney,  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  David  D. 
Wagener,  Harvey  M.  Watterson,  John  B.  Weller, 
William  W.  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Sherod  Williams. 


an  enemy  to  the  south.  At  the  hazard  of  such  a de- 
nunciation, I have  no  hesitation  in  declaring;  that  I 
do  not  subscribe  to  either  the  report  or  the  resolu- 
tions, and  for  this  single  reason:  the  report  and  the 
resolutions  waive  the  expression  of  a decided  opinion 
in  relation  to  the  powers  of  congress  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  They  do 
not  deny  the  power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and,  by  their  silence  on 
the  question,  the  very  head  and  front  of  all  the  me- 
morials referred  to  that  committee,  the  report  and 
resolutions,  tacitly  admit  both  the  power  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  congress  in  the  premises.  Willing, 
then,  am  I throw  myself  within  the  limit  of  the  gen- 
tleman’s denunciation;  and  willing  am  I that  he,  and 
others  who  think  with  him,  may  call  me  an  aboli- 
tionist and  an  enemy  to  the  south,  when  I declare 
(hat  I utterly  deny  the  power  of  congress  to  inter- 
fere in  any  way  whatever  with  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  openly, 
frankly  and  fearlessly  declare  that  I believe  that 
congress  has  no  power  whatever  to  interfere  with 
the  question  of  slavery  in  any  district,  territory  or 
state,  in  which  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution. 

The  gentleman  spent  quite  as  much  time  in  pa- 
negyrizing the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton),  passed  by  the  last 
congress,  and  usually  denominated  “ Atherton's  re- 
solutions.” Were  these  resolutions  the  offspring  of 
the  south?  Were  the  feelings  or  interests  of  the 
south  consulted?  Were  the  representatives  of  the 
south  frankly  consulted  as  to  the  merits  or  tendency 
of  those  resolutions?  Were  any  but  the  friends  of 
the  administration  consulted  in  relation  to  those  pe- 
culiar resolutions?  No,  sir.  The  resolutions  were 
prepared,  concocted  and  digested  by  a party,  and 
solely  for  party  effect,  without  the  slightest  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  south,  and  with  a view  solely 
to  entrap  the  south  into  support  of  the  administra- 
tion, by  pretending  that  a gentleman  of  the  north, 
who  was  a friend  of  the  administration,  had  taken 
the  south  under  his  especial  care  and  protection; 
that  the  friends  of  the  administration  in  the  south 
might  declare  here  and  elsewhere  that  the  adminis- 
tion  was  all  right  upon  the  subject,  and  that  the 
friends  of  the  administration  in  the  north  consulted 
nothing — thought  of  nothing — but  the  welfare  of  the 
south,  and  in  their  great  love  of  the  south,  would 
willingly  make  themselves  martyrs  to  the  cause.  I 
represent  (said  Mr.  J.)  a district  more  interested  in 
the  question  ofslavery  than  any  other  in  the  U. States, 
because  it  extends  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  a 
part  of  which  was  taken  from  my  district,  to  the 
Pennsylvania  line;  yet  I was  not  consulted,  nor  was 
a single  representaiive  opposed  to  the  administra- 
tion, from  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  It  was  no  part  of  the  plan  that  we  should 
be  consulted,  and  this  was  more  than  immaterial,  in 
reference  to  the  purposes  sought  to  be  effected; 
therefore  were  the  resolutions  prepared  in  the  dark 
— in  conclave — and  concocted  as  the  ingredients 
of  Shakspeare’s  witches,  in  order  that  politicians 
might  make  them  boil  and  bubble  in  the  great  poli- 
tical caldron  as  the  arch  migician  waved  his  mystic 
wand. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  character  of  these  famous 
resolutions,  so  much  eulogized  by  the  gentleman 
from  Nortii  Carolina?  Were  they  calculated  to 
quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  south?  Were  they 
so  framed  as  entirely  to  exclude  this  angry  question 
from  the  halls  of  congress?  Did  they  deny  the 
right  of  congress  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  for  the 
District  of  Columbia?  No,  sir;  they  did  not.  They 
virtually  admitted  the  right,  by  their  silence,  that 
congress  had  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and  they  left 
unprotected  tiie  most  important  point  and  region  in 
the  whole  controversy.  Did  they  deny  the  right  of 
petition  on  this  subject?  Did  they  even  assert  that 
congress  would  not  entertain  the  petitions  of  aboli- 
tionists? No,  sir,  they  did  not.  They  admitted  the 
right  of  petition,  and  made  it  the  duty  of  the  house 
to  receive  all  petitions  on  the  subject,  and  thus  far 
they  went  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  abolition, 
but  they  refused  to  refer  such  petitions — laid  them 
on  the  table — so  that,  whilst  they  pleased  the  aboli- 
tionists of  the  north,  by  receiving  their  petitions,  as 
an  oflset  to  this  courtesy,  the  south  was  to  be  pleas- 
ed by  laying  them  on  the  table.  They  encouraged 
the  abolitionists  to  petition,  by  receiving  their  peti- 
tions, by  acknowledging  their  right  and  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  congress;  and,  by  refusing  to  consider  them 
further,  calculated  to  lull  the  alarm  of  the  credulous 
south.  Such  was  the  character  of  these  “Atherton 
resolutions,”  and  such  as  I have  described  them 
were  the  motives  for  moving  them.  If  such  were 
not  the  motives,  why  were  not  southern  gentlemen, 
who  had  as  deep  an  interest  as  any  of  the  friends  of 
the  administration- — why  were  they  not  consulted? 
Why  were  the  resolutions  moved  without  the  know- 
ledge, privity,  or  consent  of  a single  opposition 


member  from  the  south?  And  why  was  the  previous 
question  called  by  the  mover  after  he  had  made  a 
speech,  without  allowing  a single  opposition  mem- 
ber from  the  south  to  say  one  word?  The  adminis- 
tration had  the  majority  in  the  house,  and  knew  full 
well  that  they  could  carry  any  resolutions,  however 
ambiguous  and  indefinite.  It  is  true  that  I voted  for 
all  of  these  resolutions  when  the  vote  was  taken  se- 
parately upon  them,  except  one,  which  contained  so 
much  jargon  and  vain  circumlocution  that  I under- 
stood it  about  as  well  as  the  gentleman  who  moved 
it. 

There  is  another  resolution,  Mr.  Speaker,  which 
has  met  with  high  commendation  in  this  discussion 
— the  resolution  offered  by  a gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  generally  known  as  “Patton’s  resolu- 
tion.” I well  remember  its  history:  about  the  time 
that  it  was  offered,  some  great  moves  and  changes 
were  about  being  made  on  the  political  chess-board. 
Abolition  excitement  in  the  north  was  to  be  met  os- 
tensibly by  counter-excitement  in  the  south,  and  a 
struggle  ensued  who  could  be  most  ultra  in  advocat- 
ing southern  rights.  The  south  was  invoked,  and 
southern  representatives  were  called  on  to  take  firm 
ground  in  the  half  real,  half  imaginary,  yet  wholly 
selfish  conflict.  They  were  invited  to  withdraw 
from  the  hall,  and  nearly  all  the  southern  represen- 
tatives did  withdraw  to  the  committee  room  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  I looked  calmly  on  this  he- 
roic piece  of  acting,  and  was  about  the  last  to  with- 
draw, and  not  then  until  urged  by  a friend,  (Mr.  J. 
L.  Williams,  of  Tennessee),  whose  seat  was  beside 
mine,  and  who  viewed  the  whole  performance  in  the 
same  light  that  I did.  I went  to  the  committee 
room  with  no  feelings  of  excitement,  but  with  a firm 
purpose  to  expose  and  denounce  the  first  member 
who  should  propose  a dissolution  of  the  union.  No 
proposition  of  the  kind  was  made;  I attended  no 
subsequent  meeting,  and  resolved  within  myself 
never  again  to  secede  from  the  hall,  unless  it  should 
be  never  again  to  return  to  it. 

[Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  here  rose  and 
said  that  he  would  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  he, 
as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  south,  did  not 
agree  in  the  movement,  nor  did  he  attend  the  meet- 
ings. 

Mr.  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  also  rose  and  said  that, 
although  he  withdrew,  he  had  not,  for  a moment, 
contemplated  a dissolution  of  the  union.] 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed,  and  said  he  had  been  speak- 
ing of  his  own  course,  and  of  that  with  reluctance. 
He  had  now,  as  then,  speculated  upon  the  course 
of  others,  without,  however,  for  a moment  intend- 
ing to  make  the  slightest  allusion  to,  or  reflection 
on,  the  course  of  the  two  gentleman  who  had  just 
given  explanations.  He  would  be  understood  else- 
where. He  did  not  allude  to  the  past  for  the  purpose 
of  causing  excitement  now,  but  to  express  his  be- 
lief that  at  that  time  it  was  more  pretended  than 
real. 

I saw,  then,  (said  Mr.  J.)  or  thought  I saw,  that 
some  gentlemen  from  the  south  were  using  the  ex- 
citement, or  rather  trying  to  create  the  excitement 
in  order  to  use  it,  to  gain  for  themselves  personal 
political  importance  for  ulterior  movements.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  ( Mr.  Bynum)  has 
alluded  to  the  meeting  of  the  southern  delegation 
on  that  occasion,  and  lias  highly  complimented  the 
resolution  which  was  adopted.  He  has  spoken  of  it 
as  containing  the  deliberate,  permanent  sentiments 
of  the  south  and  said  that  the  resolution  was  all  that 
the  south  had  a right  to  ask  or  desire.  Let  me  tell 
the  gentleman  and  the  house,  that,  so  far  from  the 
resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Patton  containing  the 
fixed  and  permanent  sentiments  of  the  southern 
representatives,  it  was  intended  only  to  be  a tempo- 
rary measure,  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  question 
in  the  house  the  next  morning. 

As  these  proceedings  have  not  transpired,  I will 
give  them  at  length,  as  showing  the  tone  and  tem- 
per of  the  times.  They  have  been  politely  fur- 
nished, at  my  request,  by  uiy  friend  Mr.  Wise,  whom 
I am  sorry  to  find  too  unwell  to  be  in  his  place  and 
to  participate  in  this  debate. 

“At  a meeting  of  a portion  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress representing  slaveholding  states,  held  at  the 
room  of  the  committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1837,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

‘"Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  meeting 
appoint  a committee,  to  consist  of  three  senators 
and  of  three  members,  ol  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, one  of  each  from  the  three  grand  divisions  of 
the  slaveholding  states,  to  consider  of,  and  report 
upon,  such  proceedings  as  ought  to  be  adopted  by 
a meeting  to  be  held  by  the  senators  and  represen- 
tatives of  the  slaveholding  states  this  evening,  at  7 
o’clock,  P.  M.  in  the  room  of  the  committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of  the  legisla- 
tion and  proceedings  of  congress  touching  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery.’ 
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“In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  Mr. 
Wise,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Yell,  of  Arkansas  and  Mr. 
Turney,  of  Tennessee,  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  of 
Georgia  and  Mr.  Crittenden,  ol  Kentucky,  ot  the 
senate,  were  appointed  the  committee;  and  at  the 
subsequent  meeting,  at  7 o’clock,  Mr.  Wise  from  the 
said  committee  made  the  following  report; 

“ ‘The  committee  appointed  to  report  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  slave- 
holding states  to  be  held  at  7 o’clock  this  evening,  on 
the  subject  of  the  legislation  and  proceedings  of  con- 
gress respecting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolutions.  With  a view 
to  immediate  action  and  temporary  measures,  the 
committee  recommend  to  said  meeting  to  adopt  the 
following: 

“‘Resolved,  That,  reservingtbe  question  whether 
congress  has  the  constitutional  power  to  receive  me- 
morials and  petitions  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  any  district,  territory,  or  state  of  the 
United  States,  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to 
the  house  of  representatives  to  adopt  and  pass  the 
following  resolution,  to  wit: 

“‘Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials  and  pa- 
pers, touching  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the  slave 
trade  in  any  state,  disirict  or  territory,  of  the  United 
States,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  debated, 
printed,  read  or  referred;  and  that  no  further  action 
whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

“ ‘And  with  a view  to  permanent  measures  of 
caution  and  safety,  in  defence  of  slaveholding  rights 
and  interests,  this  committee  recommend  to  said 
meeting  to  adopt  the  following: 

“ ‘Resolved,  That  the  respective  delegations  of 
the  slaveholding  states  be  requested  to  meet,  as 
early  as  their  convenience  will  permit,  for  the  pur- 
pose oi  concocting  and  digesting  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  rights  of  the  slaveholding  states,  ot 
the  constitution,  and  of  the  union:  and  that  they 
shall  each  appoint  a committee,  to  conslitute,  with 
others,  a general  committee,  to  embody  the  views 
and  opinions  of  the  senators  and  representatives  of 
the  slaveholding  states  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  to  report  the  same  to  a general  meet- 
ing of  the  said  senators  and  representatives,  to  be 
called  and  held  at  such  time  and  place  as  said  general 
committee  shall  appoint.’ 

“The  report  having  been  read,  the  meeting  amend- 
ed the  first  resolution,  recommended  to  be  reported 
to  the  house,  by  striking  out  the  words  ‘slave  trade, ’ 
and  inserting  the  words  ‘buying,  selling,  or  transfer- 
ring of  slaves.’  And  thereupon  the  meeting  adopted 
the  report,  and  ordered  the  chairman  (Mr.  Patlon) 
to  report  the  said  resolution  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives.” 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  expressly  declar- 
ed in  the  preamble  to  the  resolarion,  which  preamble 
was  not  reported  to  the  house  but  adopted  by  the 
meeting,  that  the  resolution  was  intended  as  a tem- 
porary measure  for  the  urgent  time  and  immediate 
action,  and  was  not  intended  to  compromise  the 
question  of  a rejection  of  all  abolition  memorials. 

Such  is  the  plain  and  true  history  of  that  resolu- 
tion, which  has  found  such  marvellous  favor  in  the 
eyes  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that  it 
seems  he  would  denounce  all  as  abolitionists,  or 
aiders  and  abetters  of  abolition,  who  for  a moment 
doubt  the  wisdom  of  that  temporary  expedient  as  a 
permanent  measure.  It  was  adopted  upon  the  spur 
of  the  moment,  to  meet  the  question  which  was  so 
quickly  to  recur,  the  representatives  from  the  south 
agreeing  to  consult,  as  early  as  their  convenience 
would  permit,  upon  some  fixed  and  more  decisive 
measures  of  action. 

That  the  matter  ended  here,  and  that  nolhing  fur- 
ther of  consequence  occurred,  was,  I believe,  be- 
cause the  various  parties  and  interests  began  to  look 
upon  each  other  with  distrust;  for,  in  my  apprehen- 
sion, there  was  abundant  cause  for  suspicion;  and 
the  designing  members  found  Ihemselves  foiled. 

I will  not  be  so  unjust  as  (o  say  that  every  gentle- 
man who  differs  with  me  in  opinion  on  this  question 
is  an  abolitionist;  nor  will  I indulge  in  harsh,  un- 
measured language  of  invective.  Whilst  I have  my 
own  fixed  views  on  the  whole  question,  I am  willing 
to  believe  that  those  who  differ  with  me  ate  as  honest 
as  myself. 

But  this  famous  resolution,  which  Mr.  Patton 
reported  as  chairman  of  that  extraordinary  meeting, 
was  far  from  terminating  the  excitement  in  tins 
house,  incident  to  the  question  of  abolition  — and 
why?  Because  it  admitted  the  right  of  reception, 
and  then  laid  the  petitions  on  the  table  without  de- 
bate. Yes,  even  under  that  very  resolution,  more 
than  one  angry  incidental  debate  was  forced  upon 
the  house,  which  caused  much  more  irritated  feel- 
ing than  if  the  reception  of  the  memorials,  in  any 
and  every  form,  had  been  at  once  and  forever  re- 
fused. 


Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  I believe,  and  in  a great  de- 
gree know,  to  be  the  history  of  the  past  on  this 
vexed  and  harassing  question;  all  ot  which,  summed 
up  in  a single  sentence,  shows  that  congress  by  their 
vacillating  action,  by  receiving  petitions  and  then 
laying  them  on  the  table,  has  tantalized  the  south 
with  the  hope  of  peace  and  quiet,  whilst  the  aboli- 
tionists have  been  indirectly  encouraged  to  move  on 
with  their  agitation  and  excitement;  hoping,  no 
doubt,  that,  by  the  reception  of  their  petitions,  they 
have  gained  a foothold  on  the  ramparts  of  the  con- 
stitution, and,  by  perseverance,  that  they  may 
overthrow  the  union,  and  deluge  the  south  in  blood. 

But,  sir,  1 now  say  to  members  from  (he  south,  if 
they  are  as  anxious  as  myself  to  quell  this  question, 
if  they  feel  its  importance  as  I do,  and  think  with 
me,  let  them  vote  with  me  on  a proposition  which 
will  admit  of  no  doubtful  construction;  which  will 
meet  the  crisis,  and  will  meet  it  firmly,  and  I trust 
effectually.  If  they  differ  with  me,  let  them  vote 
against  my  proposition.  I,  for  one,  am  tired  of  this 
annual,  almost  perpetual  discussion,  which  can  ef- 
fect no  social,  moral  or  political  good;  which  can- 
not benefit,  but  may  deeply  injure  the  south;  which 
has  this  session,  as  on  former  occasions,  had  a poli- 
tical bearing  on  the  parties  of  the  day,  instead  of 
being  contemplated  as  a great  constitutional  ques- 
tion, involving,  not  only  measures  of  expediency  and 
the  powers  of  the  government,  but  the  very  perpe- 
tuity of  the  union. 

On  the  other  hand,  I know  full  well  that  gentle- 
men from  the  north  view  this  question  as  involving 
the  right  of  petition;  and,  wanting  the  moral  cou- 
rage to  separate  the  question,  they,  in  fact,  give  life 
and  vigor  to  the  agitating  movements  of  the  aboli- 
tionists by  supporting  the  broad  principle  of  the 
right  of  petition.  They  are  unwilling  to  give  a di- 
rect vote,  because,  if  they  vote  their  real  judgment, 
they  will  offend  the  abolitionists;  if  they  vote  to 
please  the  abolitionists  in  all  they  wish,  they  not 
only  outrage  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  south, 
but  will  violate  the  feelings  and  principles  of  a large 
portion,  perhaps  a majority,  of  their  constituents. 
Thus,  some  middle,  unmeaning,  or  rather  double- 
meaning  proposition  would  be  more  agreeable  to 
them;  and  the  more  Janus-faced  the  proposition, 
the  more  popular  it  will  be  with  the  mere  politicians 
of  the  house,  who,  without  intending  disrespect  to 
any,  I greatly  fear  are  a majority.  All  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  admit  that,  if  congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  it  is  inexpedient  to  exercise  that  power. 
Then  why  not  tell  their  constituents  so?  Why  not 
frankly  tell  them  that  they  will  not  present  their 
petitions  upon  a question  which  is  fraught  with  ex- 
citement and  mischief?  Are  their  constituents  rea- 
sonable and  intelligent  men?  If  they  are  and  mean 
no  evil  to  their  country,  they  would  thank  a repre- 
sentative who  would  frankly  admonish  them  on  the 
subject.  If  their  constituents  are  vicious  and  would 
overthrow  the  government,  their  representatives  are 
conspirators  with  them  in  aiding  and  abetting  so 
unhallowed  a purpose.  If  congress  has  the  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  any  regions  of  the  south  where 
it  now  exists,  and  the  members  of  this  house  think 
it  unwise,  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  the  union 
to  exercise  the  power,  they  should  refuse  to  present 
petitions  fraught  with  such  evil.  If  they  believe 
that  congress  has  no  power  over  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry where  it  now  exists,  the  very  act  of  presenting  pe- 
titions becomes  criminal  against  the  government. 

Then,  it  the  constitution  gives  congress  no  power 
over  the  subject,  or  if  it  tolerates  ami  sanctions  the 
power,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people  think 
it  unwise,  dangerous  and  subversive  of  social  peace 
and  constitutional  rights  to  exercise  such  power, 
they  should  not  force  the  petitions  of  the  abolition- 
ists upon  this  house.  I do  not  advocate  principles 
nor  commend  a policy  to  others  which  I would  not 
exercise  myself.  It  is  most  true  that  I utterly  deny 
the  power  of  congress  to  exercise  any  power,  con- 
stitutionally over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  in  the  states  and  territories  in 
which  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  yet  I admit  that  congress  has  power, 
to  a certain  extent,  over  the  subject  in  the  territories 
in  which  slavery  did  not  exist.  1 admit  that  con- 
gress has  power  to  legislate  over  the  subject  of  the 
foreign  slave  trade,  to  legislate  over  the  subject  of 
fugitive  slaves,  and  to  legislate  in  relation  to  the  in- 
dependence of  Hayti,  as  well  as  to  make  commer- 
cial treaties  with  that  government,  and  other  repub- 
lics of  a similar  character.  The  expediency  of  le- 
gislating in  relation  to  Hayti,  1 am,  however,  fully 
prepared  to  oppose.  It  was  during  the  last  congress 
that  a memorial  was  handed  to  me  for  presentation 
by  a constituent  of  mine,  who  had  liberated  a large 
number  of  slaves  and  sent  them  to  Hayti,  praying 
that  congress  would  establish  commercial  relations 
with  Hayti,  and  receive  and  interchange  ministers 
or  commercial  agents.  The  memorial  was  signed 


by  a large  and  respectable  number  of  my  constitu- 
ents; but  I refused  to  present  it,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  would  lead  to  angry  debate,  and  effect  more 
evil  than  good.  Upon  my  return  home,  I informed 
the  signers  of  my  course,  and  my  reasons  for  it,  and 
not  one  that  I conversed  with  but  approved  of  my 
conduct;  and  my  majority,  on  re-election,  was  near- 
ly double  what  it  ever  had  been  before.  I thought 
that  to  present  the  memorial  would  be  to  throw  a 
firebrand  into  the  house;  and  my  forebodings  were 
realized.  My  constituents  sought  some  one  else  to 
present  it;  but  when  the  astute  ar.d  vigilant  gentle- 
man from  Massacusetts  took  occasion  to  refer  to  that 
memorial  in  reply  to  my  then  colleague,  the  then 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  in 
the  debate,  I gave  some  explanation  as  to  the  re- 
spectability of  the  character  cf  the  petitioners,  and 
afterwards  found  myself  credited  in  the  Emancipa- 
tor, which  reported  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  as  having  presented  that  very 
petition.  I have  introduced  this  circumstance  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  show  that  I have  practised 
upon  principles  of  expediency  in  relation  to  ques- 
tions over  which  I consider  congress  has  full  power 
to  legislate,  and  thus,  with  greater  force  and  proprie- 
ty, to  urge  those  gentlemen  who  think  that  congress 
has  jurisdiction  over  the  question  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  believe  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  exercise  the  power,  to  say  so  to  their 
constituents,  and  refuse  to  present  their  malign  peti- 
tions. This  I am  persuaded  they  will  do,  unless 
they  think  that  the  doctrine  of  expediency  had  bet- 
ter be  construed  in  favor  of  their  popularity  with 
the  abolitionists,  than  for  the  good  of  the  country; 
unless  they  esteem  the  peace,  quiet  and  general 
welfare  of  the  country  ot  less  consideration  than 
their  favorable  standing  with  the  fanatic  advocates 
of  abolition.  My  estimation  of  the  true  character 
of  a member  of  congress  is  that  he  stands,  or  should 
stand,  as  a middle  barrier  between  encroachments 
on  the  constitution  by  the  executive  or  the  legisla- 
tive branches  of  the  government,  and  infractions  of 
social  order,  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  which  may 
be  attempted  by  designing  men,  either  to  subserve 
their  own  evil  purposes  or  to  gratify  the  bad  pas- 
sions of  the  disaffected  and  turbulent.  Sworn  to 
support  the  constitution,  he  should  not,  directly, 
or  indirectly,  allow  its  violation,  nor  aid  and  abet  the 
movements  of  those  who  W'ould  endanger,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  peace  and  integrity  of  the 
union.  In  the  language  of  another,  instead  of  being 
a weathercock  on  the  temple  of  freedom,  to  be 
blown  in  any  and  every  direction  by  every  gust 
of  popular  prejudice  and  caprice,  he  should  be  one 
of  the  firm  pillars  of  state  to  support  .the  noble  edi- 
fice. 

But  some  gentlemen  have  argued,  with  seeming 
sincerity,  that  this  question  caused  too  much  excite- 
ment and  alarm  in  the  south.  They  say  that  the 
south  is  too  quickly  excited — that,  in  presenting  the 
petitions  of  the  abolitionists,  they  only  want  to  de- 
fend the  right  of  petition,  and  to  declare,  in  the 
calmest  way  possible,  that  they  are  opposed  to  im- 
mediate abolition,  but  think  slavery  a moral,  social 
and  political  evil  which  the  south  should  make  ready 
to  abolish.  They  say  that  if  the  south  will  not  take 
the  benefit  of  their  friendly  warning  and  voluntary 
advice,  the  time  may  come,  nay,  will  come,  when  the 
abolitionists  cannot  be  restrained;  and  if  there  should 
be  insurrections,  assassinations  and  murders, w'hy,  the 
south  will  be  to  blame,  because  they  did  not  take  the 
early  and  friendly  advice  to  hold  their  peace  and  al- 
low the  abolitionists  to  do  as  they  please.  These  gen- 
tlemen say  that  whilst  they  know  that  an  open  biaw- 
ler  on  abolition  would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  portion 
of  the  south,  and  ought  not  to  be,  I hey,  as  members  of 
congress,  have  a right  to  discuss  the  whole  question 
here;  to  speak  of  slavery  as  a crime  and  a sin,  and 
talk  of  the  immorality  of  the  south  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  south;  that  they  have  a right  to  make  speeches 
here,  which  go  to  every  part  of  the  union,  which 
can  be  read  by  every  free  negro  or  slave  who  can 
read,  showing  how  strongly  the  doctrine  of  abolition 
is  sustained  by  able  members  from  the  north  in  con- 
cert with  thousands  of  fanatic  petitioners  and  hypo- 
critical sympathisers.  Sir,  it  may  be  very  easy  tor 
some  of  these  gentlemen  to  declaim;  it  may  be  very 
amusing  to  be  eloquent,  and  it  rnay  be  politic  in 
them  to  appear  humane,  when  it  costs  them  nothing, 
but  gains  them  political  capital;  but  he  who  at  this 
day  and  in  this  country,  in  speakingof  slavery,  talks 
of  stains,  without  showing  how  they  can  be  effaced — 
of  crimes,  without  showing  how  they  can  be  sup- 
pressed— of  wickedness,  without  showing  how  it 
can  be  avoided,  however  signal  his  own  virtues  and 
illustrious  his  talents,  teaches  but  an  extravagant  and 
false  morality,  and  exhibits  proofs  of  the  inconsis- 
tency and  fatuity  of  the  highest  human  intellect  un- 
der the  hallucinations  of  fanaticism.  Yet  some 
gentlemen  think  it  marvellously  wonderful  that  the 
representatives  from  the  south  will  not  let  the  aboli- 
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tionists  of  the  north  thrust  their  hands  into  the 
pockets  of  the  people  of  the  south;  they  think  it 
strange  that  the  south  will  not  place  their  property, 
held  before  the  constitution,  in  despite  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  by  the  constitution,  on  the  speaker’s 
desk,  and  go  into  grave  and  solemn  discussion  and 
legislation  to  determine  whether  it  is  their  property 
or  not.  They  say  they  only  ask  the  south  to  do 
this  to  settle  the  question  and  to  quiet  the  abolition- 
ists; and  when  they  say  that  in  friendship  to  the 
south — they  will  vote  that  it  is  really  the  property 
of  the  south — that  a slave  is  the  property  of  his 
master — they  affect  to  be  astonished  that  we  will  not 
trust  the  question  with  them.  But  let  me  tell  those 
gentlemen,  that  while  they  are  honest,  all  who  suc- 
ceed them  may  not  be.  Let  me  tell  them  that  to 
admit  the  right  of  congress  to  decide  that  slaves  are 
the  property  of  the  south,  is  at  once  to  admit  the 
right  of  congress  to  legislate  on  the  subject;  once 
admit  the  right  of  congress  to  decide  in  favor  of  the 
south,  or  to  decide  at  all,  and  you  admit  the  right 
to  decide  against  the  south,  if  it  should  be  deemed 
wise,  prudent  or  expedient.  Principle,  our  rights 
anterior  to  the  constitution,  the  constitution  itself, 
forbids  that  congress  should  legislate  upon  cur  pro- 
perty; and  expediency,  self  protection,  admonish  us 
not  to  hold  or  listen  to  a discussion  on  the  subject. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I would  not  have  tresspassed 
on  the  time  of  the  house  more  than  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  had  not  the  learned  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Mams),  made  a speech.  I endea- 
vored to  obtain  the  floor  when  he  had  concluded, 
but  failed.  I must  say,  with  great  candor  and  sin- 
cerity, that  I most  highly,  perhaps  enthusiastically, 
admire  the  vast  and  varied  erudition  of  that  gentle- 
man, his  great  political  knowledge,  his  eminent 
virtues  and  distinguished  services.  But,  notwith- 
standing all  this,  I was  grieved  at  the  course  which 
he  pursued  in  debate.  I had  fondly  hoped  that,  hav- 
ing gained  the  acme  of  his  fame;  having  filled  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  most  potent  repub- 
lic in  the  world;  having  passed  through  all  the  ranks 
of  distinction  in  the  zodiac  of  honors,  he  would  have 
been  willing,  ay,  anxious,  to  throw  oil  on  the  tou- 
bled  waters,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  increase  their 
angry  commotion.  But  no:  he  strikes  them  with 
his  wand,  yet  not  as  one  of  old  did,  that  healing 
may  come  from  them.  I had  hoped  that  he  would 
have  looked  upon  this  question  as  one  of  vast  na- 
tional interest,  in  which  were  involved  the  destinies 
of  a whole  people.  I had  thought  that  he,  above 
all  men  in  congress,  would  have  taken  an  expansive 
and  statesmanlike  view  of  the  whole  subject;  would 
have  examined  the  philosophy  of  our  government, 
considered  the  constitution  as  the  established  result 
of  concession  and  compromise,  and  would  have  es- 
teemed the  union  too  dear  and  sacred  to  admit  its 
value  to  be  calculated.  I know  full  well  the  peril 
which  1 encounter  when  I attempt  to  attack  the  po- 
sitions of  that  learned  and  distinguished  gentleman; 
but,  at  the  risk  of  meeting  all  his  powers,  great  as 
they  are  acknowledged  to  be,  I must  not  hesitate  to 
debate  the  most  of  his  arguments,  to  dispute  the 
most  of  his  premises,  and  do  deny  the  majority  of 
his  conclusions.  I shall  do  this,  because  I know 
that  the  opinions  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
have  more  influence  than  those  of  any  half  dozen 
gentlemen  on  this  floor;  and  in  saying  this,  I neither 
mean  disparagement  to  others,  nor  an  idle  compli- 
ment to  him. 

What  have  been  the  principal  point?  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Mams)'?  He 
has  raised  five  or  six.  The  first  urns,  that  congress 
had  jurisdiction  under  the  laws  of  nature;  the  se- 
cond was  upon  the  law  of  God;  the  third  upon  the 
Declaration  of  Independence;  the  fourth  upon  that 
provision  in  the  constitution  which  gives  congress 
the  power  to  legislate  upon  the  interests  of  theDis- 
trict  of  Columbia;  and  the  last  was  upon  that  clause 
in  the  constitution  which  declares  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the 
government  for  a redress  of  grievances. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first  point.  I would  ask  the 
learned  gentleman  if  we  were  assembled  here  forthe 
purpose  of  discussing  the  laws  of  nature?  Were 
the  members  of  the  American  congress  of  the  U. 
States  elected  to  examine  and  conform  to  the  laws 
of  nature?  Have  we  sworn,  in  the  discharge  of  our 
high  duties,  to  obey,  sanction  and  carry  into  effect 
the  laws  of  naturp?  What  are  the  laws  of  nature? 
Who  will  be  kind  enough  to  explain  them?  for  the 
learned  gentleman  has  omitted  to  do  so.  Although 
he  has  alluded  to  them  with  so  much  earnestness, 
and  made  them  the  basis  of  his  argument,  I frankly 
confess  that,  as  much  as  I have  read  of  the  specula- 
tive theories  of  the  laws  of  nature,  I have  never 
been  able  to  form  any  very  distinct  idea  upon  the 
subject.  If  I have  any  opinion  on  the  question,  it 
is,  that  a state  of  nature  is  a state  of  war,  where 
sense  of  justice  and  law  is  unknown;  where  might 
constitutes  right;  where  physical  power  is  the  only 


umpire;  and  where  written  laws  are  totally  un- 
known, or,  if  known,  totally  disregarded.  It  was 
from  reflecting  upon  man  in  a state  of  nature,  no 
doubt,  that  induced  Hobbes  to  say  that“?Ae  natural 
state  of  man  was  war.”  Then,  would  the  gentle 
man  resolve  us  into  that  state?  Read  the  history  of 
the  world,  from  the  earliest  dawnings  of  civiliza 
tion  to  the  present  time,  and  what  lesson  does  it 
teach  us?  Does  it  not  exhibit  one  endless  scene  of 
confusion  and  war?  Does  it  not  present  one  unbro- 
ken, shoreless  sea  of  blood  and  carnage?  Man,  in 
a state  of  nature,  is  a savage  animal,  without  the 
restraint  of  reason — governed  alone  by  the  impulses 
of  passion  and  his  lawless  domineering  self-interest. 
Are  we  to  go  back  to  the  days  of  barbarism,  of  in- 
dividual prowess  and  physical  power?  Are  we  to 
forget  that  we  have  written  laws  and  an  established 
constitution?  Will  the  honorable  gentleman  class 
us  with  the  red  men  of  our  wild  and  romantic  fo- 
rests? What  are  our  Indians  in  their  almost  state 
of  nature*  Have  they  an  idea  of  written  laws;  or 
are  they  not  governed  by  the  usages  of  savages? — 
Do  not  wild  daring,  a contempt  of  life,  a disregard 
of  an  overruling  Providence,  mark  their  character? 
Must  we,  like  Push-mat  a-lia,*  who  has  been  in- 
terred in  your  congressional  burial  ground,  believe 
that  human  existence  is  generated  in  the  clouds, 
and  springs  from  the  lightning  of  heaven:  that  he, 
like  Minerva,  sprung  into  existence  full  grown  and 
full  armed  for  conflict? 

I trust  the  day  is  far  distant  when  the  members 
of  this  house  will  urge,  as  a justification  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitution,  that  it  is  a restraint 
upon  natural  rights;  that  we  are  not  a political  body, 
but  an  assemblage  of  lawless  men,  each  acting  un- 
der the  impulses  of  feeling,  and  hardly  two  agreeing 
in  the  application  of  the  laws  of  nature.  Civiliza- 
tion is  spreading  abroad,  as  with  the  wings  of  light, 
and  man  is  fast  being  reclaimed  from  a slate  of  na- 
ture. Wilh  civilization,  the  human  mind  expands 
in  moral  power,  and  the  richest  blessings  of  life  are 
spread  around.  The  brightest  and  the  best  of  these 
is  a government  which  secures  civil,  religions  and 
political  liberty.  Whilst  constitutional  law  restrains 
those  natural  rights  which  interfere  with  civil  or- 
der, and  are  injurious  to  the  body  politic,  it  guaran- 
ties the  rights  of  properly,  and  secures  freedom  of 
conscience,  and  allows  it  to  commune  with  the  Di- 
vine essence,  without  the  fear  of  being  harmed  by 
human  fanaticism  and  the  self-constituted  of  ortho- 
dox theology. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I grieved  more  when,  on  the 
second  point  of  the  gentleman,  I heard  an  invoca- 
tion of  the  laws  of  God.  Have  we  been  sent  to  con- 
gress by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  discuss 
the  laws  ol  God?  Where  do  we  derive  the  power 
to  resolve  ourselves  into  a house  of  bishops,  to  dis- 
pute points  of  theological  controversy?  Who  will 
undertake  to  say  that  he  is  the  inspired  instrument 
to  decide  upon  the  ordinances,  tile  precepts,  and 
the  laws  of  the  Supreme  Being?  Who  will  here  un- 
dertake “to  hurl  damnation  round  the  land  on  all  he 
deems  God’s  foe?”  I have  always  believpd  that  Ihe 
congress  of  the  United  States  was  circumscribed  in 
the  sphere  of  its  action  by  written  human  laws,  and 
that  the  constitution,  the  organic  law  of  the  nation, 
gave  it  existence  and  limitation;  that  we  had  pledg- 
ed oursplves,  by  the  highest  human  means,  and  the 
most  solemn  injunctions,  not  to  wander  beyond  the 
strict  letter  of  that  instrument;  yet  in  all  this  I must 
be  mistaken,  if  the  gentleman’s  argument  has  force 
and  application.  But,  sir,  whilst  I find  in  the  con- 
stitution no  authority  to  legislate  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  tile  law  of  nature,  I find  in  it  an  express  pro- 
hibition to  discuss  the  Divine  law.  “Congress  shall 
make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof.”  Thus 
are  we  restrained  from  legislating  about  religious 
creeds,  or  interfering  with  the  human  conscience 
The  doors  of  every  church  are  thrown  open  to  the 
American  people  by  that  instrument,  and  each  and 
all  can  worship  in  his  ow  n manner,  and  after  such 
form  as  his  conscience  may  dictate.  In  what  I have 
said,  I do  not  mean  to  deny  the  obligation  under 
which  every  human  being  must  be  to  the  Divine 

*Push-mat-a-ha  signifies  superior  excellence.  In  the 
language  of  his  tribe,  it  is  a distinction  of  honor.  He 
twice  gained  it  by  the  accord  of  his  tribe,  after  having 
resigned  it  and  become  a brave.  He  was  a warm  friend 
of  the  United  Slates  during  the  last  war,  and  his  idea 
of  his  existence  was  expressed  in  a council  of  confe- 
rence, as  reported  to  me  by  one  who  was  present.  It 
surpasses  any  thing  in  Ossian. 

He  said  that  “Push-mat-a-ha  never  drew  sustenance 
from  woman,  nor  was  dandled  on  her  knee.  A dark 
cloud  passed  over  the  horizon;  a flash  of  lightning  rent 
a tall  pine  asunder;  and  out  stepped  Push-mat-a-ha,  a 
full  grown  warrior,  with  a rifle  on  his  shoulder.” 

He  died  at  Washington:  his  last  words  are  written 
on  the  humble  monument  that  marks  his  place  of  bu- 
rial: “When  I am  dead,  let  the  bgguns  be  fired  over 
me.” 


law;  but  I insist  that  this  is  not  a place  for  its  dis- 
cussion or  its  enforcement;  yet  were  it,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  find  in  the  holy  Bible  high  sanc- 
tion for  slavery;  for,  from  almost  the  beginning  to 
the  end  thereof,  will  be  found  the  institution  of  sla- 
very recognised  and  referred  to,  and  no  w here  can 
be  found  an  authority  or  sanction  for  a good  Chris- 
tian to  covet  his  neighbor’s  property — his  man-ser- 
vant or  his  maid-servant.* 

But,  passing  from  the  contemplation  of  the  Di- 
vine law,  which  I would  regard  as  profanity  in  me 
to  quote  or  use  in  a deliberative  assembly  like  this, 
except  as  the  oldest  and  most  authentic  history,  I 
come  to  the  next  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  It  was  urged  by  him,  as  also  by 
others  who  preceded  him  in  debate,  that  we  should 
recognise  the  right  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in 

*Of  the  slavery  which  the  Supreme  Being  has  per- 
mitted throughout  all  time  to  exist,  in  Asia  and  Africa, 
and  at  this  very  moment  in  a great  part  of  Europe  also, 

I say  nothing;  I draw  no  inference  from  it,  in  extenu- 
ation of  our  crime  in  holding  slaves,  whose  emancipa- 
tion would  be  no  less  ruinous  to  themselves  than  to  their 
owners.  Nor  will  I avail  myself  of  the  fact,  that  the 
patriarch  Abraham,  to  whom  the  Bible  records  a pro- 
mise from  heaven  “that  in  his  seed  should  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,’’  was  the  proprietor  at  one  time 
of  three  hundred  servants,  (slaves,  in  the  meaning  of  the 
Hebrew  word),  all  of  whom  were  born  in  his  own  house. 
Nor  of  the  fact  that  his  son  Isaac  was  not  deemed  un- 
worthy of  the  special  favor  of  God,  although  he  also  had 
“great  store  of  servants.’’  All  these  things  may  be  pass- 
ed by.  The  Jewish  code  of  laws,  proceeding,  as  we 
are  taught  to  believe,  immediately  from  God  himself, 
authorises  slavery  among  his  chosen  people;  points  out 
distinctly  the  mode  in  which  a freeman,  loving  his  wife 
and  children  who  are  slaves,  may  himself  become  a 
slave  forever;  and  expressly  authorises  the  Jews  to  pur- 
chase the  children  of  the  strangers  that  sojourn  among 
them  to  be  bondmen  forever,  and  to  be  an  inheritance 
for  their  children.  All  this  being  expressly  laid  down 
in  the  Bible,  the  Pentateuch  must  be  abandoned  as  an 
absolute  imposture,  if  the  law  authorising  slavery  is  not 
of  Divine  origin;  and  he  who  calls  domestic  slavery, 
whether  by  compact  or  by  birth,  “the  consummation  of 
all  wickedness,’’  will  find  it  difficult  to  exculpate  him- 
self from  the  charge  of  blasphemy  against  the  Most 
High.  Bishop  Newton,  in  his  Dissertation  on  (he  Pro- 
phecies, urges  the  present  and  past  condition  of  the  Af- 
ricans as  a fulfilment  of  a prophecy,  and  as  evidence, 
of  course,  of  the  divine  authority  of  the  Bible.  Noah, 
in  his  prophetic  wrath,  had  said,  “cursed  be  Canaan;  a. 
servant  of  servants  shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren;  and 
blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem,  and  Canaan  shall  be 
his  servant.  God  shall  enlarge  Japheih,  and  he  shall 
dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shorn;  and  Canaan  shall  be  his 
servant!”  Now,  the  Africans,  the  bishop  undertakes 
to  show,  are  the  descendants  of  Canaan,  and  their  sla- 
very is  an  accomplishment  of  Noah’s  prediction. 

This  is  not  all.  At  the  time  when  the  Christian  reli- 
gion was  first  preached  among  mankind,  slavery  exist- 
ed, and  had  long  existed,  not  only  in  Judea,  but  in 
Greece  and  Rome,  and  in  every  part  of  the  world  then 
known.  Among  the  Jews,  the  law  of  Moses  was  yet 
in  force.  Of  this  law,  concerning  slavery,  no  direct 
notice  is  taken  by  the  founder  of  the  Christian  religion. 
As  to  the  practice  under  it,  he  is  equally  silent.  But  he 
“came  not  to  destroy  the  law  or  the  prophets,  but  to 
fulfil.”  He  not  only  does  not  condemn  slavery,  but  ac- 
tually gives  to  it  a sort  of  sanction,  by  borrowing  from 
that  statt,  in  its  most  tremendous  form,  an  illusTralion 
of  his  parables.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  itself  is  liken- 
ed “to  a certain  king,  who  would  take  an  account  of 
his  servants,  and  forasmuch  as  one  of  them  ‘had  not  to 
pay,’  his  lord  commanded  him  to  be  sold,  and  his  wife 
and  children,  and  all  that  he  had,  and  payment  to  bo 
made.”  ^ The  servant,  having  fallen  down  and  “wor- 
shipped” his  master,  was  released;  but,  being  accused 
of  harshness  to  another  servant,  he  was  “delivered  over 
to  the  tormenters.”  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  again 
compared  to  a master  travelling  into  a far  country,  and 
who,  on  his  return,  directs  the  servant  who  had  buried 
his  talent  to  be  cast  into  utter  darkness.  A third  illus- 
tration, equally  grave  and  solemn,  is  taken  from  the  re- 
turn of  a master,  whose  servant,  knowing  his  lord’s 
will,  prepared  not  himself,  neither  did  according  to  his 
will,  and  is  "beaten  with  many  stripes.”  Now,  if  do- 
mestic slavery  had  been  deemed  by  our  Saviour  an 
atrocious  crime,  would  it  have  been  passed  over  with- 
out censure?  Would  the  doctrine  of  salvation  have 
been  illustrated  by  a reference  to  it,  direct  and  unequi- 
vocal? Should  we  not  have  been  told,  not  that  the  rich 
man,  but  that  the  slaveholder,  could  notenter  the  king- 
dom ol  heaven?  Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that  PaTil 
preached  among  the  Gentiles,  particularly  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans.  He  could  not  have  been  igno- 
rant of  the  condition  of  the  slaves  among  the  latter. — 
He  must  have  seen  the  ergastula  in  which  slaves  were 
confined,  and  ihe  porter  chained  to  the  gate  of  his 
Roman  master.  Yet,  instead  of  denouncing  the  tole- 
ration of  slavery  as  a crime,  he  and  Peter  both  exhort 
servants  to  be  “obedient  to  their  masters,  with  fear  and 
trembling,”  “to  ploa-e  them  in  all  things,  not  answering 
again,”  &c.  &c.  The  practice  of  St.  Paul,  on  this  sub- 
ject, corresponded  with  his  precepts.  The  Epistle  to 
Philemon  is  nothing  more  than  an  intercession  in  be- 
half of  Onesimus,  a fugitive  slave,  who  had  probably 
run  away  from  bis  master,  to  listen  to  the  eloquence  of 
l the  apostle  by  whom  he  was  converted. 
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the  District  of  Columbia,  and  its  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  in  a broader  and  more  extended  man- 
ner, under  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ot  the 
United  States.  Do  gentlemen  forget  that  that  elo- 
quent recital  of  the  wrongs  and  grievances  of  the 
colonies,  which  was  drawn  up  by  a southerner,  and 
sustained  in  council  and  in  the  battle-field  by  south- 
ern men,  complains,  “That  he  [ihe  British  king] 
has  excited  domestic  insurrection  among  us?”  Do 
gentlemen  forget  that,  when  the  revolution  com- 
menced, in  enumerating  the  causes  which  impelled 
the  people  of  the  colonies  to  abjure  their  allegiance 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  he  was  expressly 
charged  with  “ prompting  our  negroes  lo  rise  in  arms 
against  us — those  very  negroes  whom,  by  an  inhu- 
man use  of  his  negative,  he  hath  refused  us  permis- 
sion to  exclude  by  law?”  Does  the  course  pursued 
by  the  abolitionists  differ  widely  from  this  now? — 
But,  whether  slavery  be  a curse  or  not,  the  very 
authorities  which  gentlemen  quote,  and  well  at- 
tested history,  will  show  that  we  of  the  south  are 
not  to  be  reproached  with  its  institution  or  its  con- 
tinuance. Slavery  was  introduced  into  this  coun- 
try at  a time  when  no  scruples  were  entertained  by 
any  class  of  Christians  upon  the  subject.  Who 
were  the  participators  in  the  traffic  ot  slavery?— 
Whose  ships  and  whose  seamen  were  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade?  Or  where  is  now  enjoyed  the 
wealth  amassed  and  hoarded  up  from  its  successful 
prosecution?  The  puritan  of  the  north  was  as  much 
a party  to  the  traffic  as  the  planter  of  the  south. — 
From  New  England  the  slave  ships  were  fitted  out; 
in  New  England  the  shackles  were  forged  to  bind 
the  slaves;  and  if  they  were  landed  and  sold  at  the 
south,  it  was  only  because  there  they  could  be  em- 
ployed to  the  best  advantage.  It  was  a misfortune 
that  their  climate  had  permitted  the  evil  to  take 
deep  root;  while  at  the  north  it  had  been  stayed  in 
its  growth,  not  by  the  superior  virtue  of  the  people, 
but  by  their  sagacious  attention  to  their  own  inte- 
rests. They  found  that  slavery  would  be  a burden 
in  their  cold  region,  and  shook  it  off  upon  their 
neighbor.  Were  gentlemen  to  consider  these  facts, 
were  they  to  remember  how  slavery  was  introduced 
among  us,  were  they  to  look  about  and  see  where 
the  curse  and  denunciation  would  fall,  instead  of  in- 
voking the  judgment  of  heaven  and  declaiming 
about  the  laws  of  nature,  before  pronouncing  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  on  a high-rninded  and  gene- 
rous people  for  holding  slaves,  they  would  consider 
how  they  obtained  them,  and  inquire  whether  they 
can  now  get  clear  of  them  without  producing  more 
evil  than  good. 

The  next  argument  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  founded  on  that  provision  in  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  congress  shall  have 
power  “to  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  ail  cases 
whatsoever,  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  states, 
and  Ihe  acceptance  of  congress,  become  the  seat  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States.”  With  be- 
coming respect  and  great  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  others,  I say  to  the  many  learned  gentlemen,  dis- 
tinguished statesmen,  and  able  constitutional  law- 
yers, who  have  admitted  the  right  of  congress  to 
legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  that  they  have  not,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, done  themselves  or  the  question  justice.  Re- 
moved from  the  point  of  agitation  and  danger,  they 
have  seldom  if  ever  examined  the  whole  question; 
they  have  read  the  clause  in  the  constitution  with- 
out considering  other  matters  and  circumstances 
which  give  to  it  interpretation  and  meaning;  they 
have  thus  formed  a hasty  opinion,  and  then  brought 
their  ingenuity  and  all  their  reasoning  powers  to 
sustain  their  first  conceived  impressions.  In  no 
other  way  can  I account  for  what  I believe  to  be 
their  erroneous  opinion  and  mistaken  conclusions. 
I humbly  conceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  a gentleman 
who  occupies  the  high  station  of  an  American  legis- 
lator and  statesman  should,  upon  so  important  a 
question  as  this,  translate  his  mind  back  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  of  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion. He  should  take  a philosophical  view  of  the 
institutions  of  the  country  anterior  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  consider  well  the  purposes  which  that  in- 
strument was  intended  to  effect. 

I have  already  shown  how  slavery  was  introduced 
into  this  country,  and  that,  from  the  character  of  the 
climate,  its  stable  productions,  and  other  causes, 
there  were  more  slaves  in  the  southern  than  in  the 
northern  colonies.  The  colonial  trade  was  under 
the  absolute  dominion  of  the  mother  country;  and 
many  of  the  southern  colonies  not  only  endeavored 
to  discourage  the  importation  of  slaves,  by  various 
duties  imposed  at  different  times  upon  their  pur- 
chase, but  petitioned  the  throne  to  remove  those  re- 
straints of  the  governors  which  inhibited  their  as- 
sent to  such  laws  as  might  check  so  very  pernicious 
a commerce.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  1776,  to  1781,  when 


the  several  state  legislatures  made  an  act  of  federa- 
tion, as  allied  sovereigns.  Look  into  that  compact, 
those  original  articles  of  confederation,  and  you  will 
nowhere  find  power  over  the  question  of  slavery 
given  to  the  confederate  government. 

But  the  confederation  under  which  the  states  had 
leagued  for  common  defence,  at  all  times  feeble,  be- 
came every  day  weaker  from  the  influence  of  sec- 
tional jealousies  and  the  rivalship  of  power,  and  it 
is  a fact  of  curious  interest  that  the  convention  which 
formed  the  present  constitution  assembled  simply  to 
revise,  in  a few  important  particulars,  the  articles 
of  confederation.  The  conflict  between  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Potomac  river,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  a revison  of 
the  original  confederation,  and  I trust  that  the  con- 
flict on  its  banks,  in  this  capitol,  will  not  destroy 
the  present  government.  In  1786,  there  was  a con- 
vention of  delegates  at  Annapolis,  the  result  of  whose 
deliberations  was  a recommendation  to  the  several 
states  to  send  delegates  to  a grand  convention  in 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  con- 
stitution of  the  federal  government  “adequate  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  union.”  This  grand  convention 
did  meet  in  1787,  and  proposed  the  constitution 
which,  by  the  acceptance  and  confirmation  of  the 
people  of  the  several  states,  in  their  own  time  and 
manner,  gave  life  and  being  to  this  republic.  In  the 
letter  which  was  addressed  to  congress  by  the  con- 
vention, we  find  some  of  the  causes  which  embar- 
rassed the  action  of  the  convention,  and,  indeed,  de- 
layed the  adoption  and  ratification  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  some  of  the  states,  for  a long  time.  “It  is 
at  all  times  difficult  to  draw  with  precision  the  line 
between  those  rights  which  must  be  surrendered  and 
those  which  may  be  reserved;  and  on  the  present 
occasion,  this  difficulty  was  increased  by  a diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  the  several  states,  as  to  their 
situation,  extent,  habits  and  particular  interests. — 
And  thus  the  constitution  which  we  present,  is  the 
result  of  a spirit  of  amity,  and  of  that  mutual  defe- 
rence and  concession  which  the  peculiarity  of  our 
political  situation  rendered  indispensable.”  Thus 
we  see  that,  while  all  felt  that  an  efficient  national 
government  was  necessary,  it  was  admitted  that  this 
could  only  be  obtained  at  an  immense  sacrifice. — 
Compromise  was  to  lie  at  the  foundation  of  any  go- 
vernment at  all — concession,  free,  voluntary  and 
ample,  was  required  on  every  side,  or  no  integral 
government  could  be  established  out  of  separate  and 
independent  sovereignties  of  antagonist  opinions, 
customs  and  interests.  But  with  all  these  difficul- 
ties pressing  upon  them,  what  was  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  convention?  Looking  into  the 
constitution,  we  find  that  “no  state  shall  enter  into 
any  treaty,  alliance  or  confederation;  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal;  coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit; 
make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a tender  in 
payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post 
facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, or  grant  any  title  of  nobility'”  That  “no 
state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  congress,  lay 
any  imposts  or  dirties  on  impor  ts  or  exports,  except 
what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing  its 
inspection  laws;  and  the  nett  produce  of  all  duties 
and  imposts  laid  by  any  state  on  imports  or  exports, 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  control  of  the  congress.”  And  that  “no 
state  shall,  without  the  consent  ot  congress,  lay  any 
duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war  in  time 
of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
another  state,  or  with  a foreign  power,  or  engage  in 
war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent 
danger  a3  will  not  admit  of  delay.”  While  to  the 
congress  of  the  general  government  was  given, 
among  other  powers,  the  high  power  “to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises;  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  United  States;  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States;  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
states,  and  witli  the  Indian  tribes;  to  establish  uni- 
form laws  of  naturalization,  and  bankruptcies;  to 
coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  fo- 
reign coin;  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures; to  punish  counterfeiting,  piracies  and  felo- 
nies committed  on  the  high  seas;  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads;  to  declare  war,  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal;  raise  and  support  armies; 
provide  and  maintain  a navy;  to  make  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war;  to  call  out,  organize  and  govern  the 
militia;  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  the  seat 
ot  government,  and  over  forts,  arsenals  and  dock 
yards;  to  assent  to  the  formation  of  new  states;  to 
dispose  of  and  make  rules  concerning  the  territory 
or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  make  all  laws,  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department 


or  officer  thereof.”  It  will  also  be  found  that  the 
constitution  declares,  that  “representatives  and  di- 
rect taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
states,  which  may  be  included  within  this  union, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall 
be  determined  by  adding  to  the  w hole  number  of 
free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed, 
three- fifths  of  all  other  persons;”  that  “the  actual 
enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three  years  alter 
the  first  meeting  of  the  congress  of  the  U.  States, 
and  within  every  subsequent  ten  years,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  shall  by  law  direct;”  that  “no  capita- 
tion or  other  direct  tax,  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  pro- 
portion to  the  census  or  enumeration  herein  before 
directed  to  be  taken;”  that  “all  debts  contracted, 
and  engagements  entered  into,  betore  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  U. 
States  under  the  constitution,  as  under  the  confede- 
ration;” that  “the  migration  or  impoitation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  states  now  existing  shall  think 
proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  con- 
gress-prior to  the  year  1808,  but  a tax  or  duty  may 
be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten 
dollars  for  each  person;”  that  “no  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  state  under  the  laws  thereof, 
escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any 
law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such 
service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim 
of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due.”  Thus  in  the  enumeration  of  these  several 
powers,  restrictions  and  concessions,  we  see  what 
were  the  sacrifices  and  concessions  made  by  the 
people  of  the  individual  states,  “in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domes- 
tic tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  themselves  and. their  posterity.” 

The  constitution  giving  an  increased  representa- 
tion to  the  white  population  of  the  slaveholding 
states,  was  considered  to  compensate  this  inequali- 
ty, by  shifting,  in  part,  the  burden  of  direct  taxa- 
tion from  the  north  to  the  south.  The  constitution 
recognising  slavery,  and  providing  for  its  continu- 
ance, guarantying  the  vested  rights  in  the  owner, 
and  providing  for  the  recapture  of  fugitive  slaves, 
was  entered  into  deliberately  by  the  non -slave- 
holders, as  a contract  upon  what  were  deemed 
good  considerations.  Among  these  considerations, 
were  the  advantages  growing  out  of  commerce, 
and  especially  the  coasting  trade,  lor  American 
vessels.  Experience  had  already  proven  how  in- 
adequate had  been  the  articles  of  confederation  to 
quell  the  discontents  and  conflicts  about  commer- 
cial advantages;  and  never  was  it  to  be  expected 
that  thirteen  distinct  and  separate  governments,  view- 
ing commerce  under  different  relations,  would  be 
brought  to  concede  to  each  other  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantages which  they  possessed  from  climate,  soil, 
or  the  nature  of  their  productions.  How  great 
were  the  commercial  advantages  which  the  north 
expected  to  realize,  and  which  they  have,  in  fact, 
realized,  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  will, 
in  some  degree,  appear  when  we  consider  that  the 
product  of  slave  labor  forms  the  staple  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  “Let  it  be  traced,”  says  an 
eloquent  writer,  who  has  ably  vindicated  the  south 
from  some  of  the  aspersions  of  northern  rant  and 
fanaticism,  “let  it  be  traced  through  all  its  ramifi- 
cations, in  the  shipping,  navigating,  commercial 
and  manufacturing  concerns  of  New  England  and 
New  York;  in  all  the  domestic  and  household  ar- 
rangements in  every  domicil  in  the  country;  with 
every  family  where  cotton  is  used,  or  sugar  eaten; 
with  every  fortune  that  has  been  acquired  by  in- 
heritance or  marriage;  and  with  the  price  of  labor 
among  the  poorest  members  of  the  community,  and 
it  will  be  found  that,  under  the  contract  of  the  con- 
stitution, a very  large  part  of  the  profit  of  slave  labor 
is  gathered  and  possessed  in  the  free  states,  while  the 
ignominy  and  curse  of  the  institution  are  thrown 
upon  the  states  where  that  labor  is  performed.” 
But,  besides  the  advantages  flowing  from  commerce, 
which  the  non  slaveholding  states  secured  by  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  let  it  be  remembered 
that  a government  was  created  which  has  reimburs- 
ed them  for  their  expenditures  during  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle — which  has  paid  millions  for  that 
purpose,  besides  the  immense  amount  which  has 
been  paid  by  way  of  pension  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
war  of  independence.  Again,  let  it  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  slaveholding  states,  upon  coming 
into  the  union,  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  ge- 
neral government,  for  the  common  use  and  benefit, 
millions  of  acres  of  valuable  land,  already  the  resi- 
dence of  millions  of  freemen,  and  destined  to  be 
the  residence  of  countless  millions  more. 

Thus,  sir,  have  I shown  that,  not  only  by  the 
consent,  but  by  the  approbation,  contract  and  agree- 
ment of  the  north,  slavery  was  not  only  recognised 
and  secured  by  the  constitution,  but  incorporated 
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into  the  very  political  existence  of  the  government 
— incorporated  in  the  representation  on  this  floor — 
political  power  given  to  it,  in  the  very  election  of 
the  executive,  and,  through  him,  into  the  election 
of  all  the  military,  civil  and  other  officers  of  the 
general  government;  for  every  officer  of  govern- 
ment, before  he  can  discharge  any  duty  of  his 
office,  is  first  bound  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the 
institution  of  slavery  as  it  exists,  because  he  is 
bound  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution. 
It  is  incorporated,  too,  in  the  taxing  power  of  con- 
gress; and  congress  would  violate  the  constitution, 
and  its  law  would  be  a violation  of  a fundamental 
feature  of  the  compact  of  the  states,  as  written  in 
the  constitution,  if  it  did  not  levy  direct  taxes  upon 
the  slaves  of  tile  states,  a3  there  provided.  The 
slightest  infraction  of  thi3  fundamental  article  of 
the  constitution  would  absolve  a state  from  all 
liability,  and  resolve  it  into  its  original  unqualified 
sovereignty. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  view  of  the 
subject,  upon  which  I will,  at  this  time,  say  a 
word:  At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, slavery  existed  in  almost  all  the  states.  Ver- 
mont declared,  in  her  constitution  of  1777,  there 
should  be  no  slavery  within  her  limits.  New 
Hampshire,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  did  the 
same  in  17S4.  In  Massachusetts,  in  the  first  ac- 
tion, involving  the  right  of  the  master,  which  came 
before  the  supreme  judicial  court,  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  constitution,  the  judges  declared 
that,  by  virtue  of  the  first  article  of  the  declaration 
of  rights,  slavery  in  the  state  w'as  no  more. 

In  New  York,  by  an  act  for  the  gradual  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  all  children  born  of  slavps  subse- 
quent to  the  4th  of  July,  1779,  were  declared  to  be 
free,  but  to  continue  servants  to  the  owners  of  their 
mothers — males  till  the  age  of  28,  and  females  till 
the  age  of  25;  and,  by  an  act  of  the  31st  of  March, 
1817,  every  negro,  mulatto  or  mustee,  within  the 
state,  born  before  the  4th  of  July,  1799,  it  was  de- 
clared should,  from  and  after  the  4th  of  July,  1827, 
be  free. 

In  Pennsylvania,  by  the  act  for  the  gradual  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  passed  on  the  1st  of  March,  1780, 
every  person  who  at  the  time  was  a slave  was  to 
remain  a slave,  unless  his  owner  omitted  to  regis- 
ter him  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November  then 
next  ensuing.  Children  born  after  the  passage  of 
the  act,  were  born  free,  subject,  however,  to  a tem- 
porary servitude  till  the  age  of  28;  and  the  issue  of 
such  children  could  not  be  held  to  any  servitude. 

In  New  Jersey  various  laws  have  passed  for  the 
gradual  abolitipn  of  slavery;  but,  according  to  the 
census  of  1830,  there  were,  at  that  time,  in  the 
state  no  less  than  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-six  slaves. 

Now,  sir,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, did  any  member  from  the  north  move  and 
carry  any  proposition  in  the  convention  authoris- 
ing congress  to  abolish  slavery  within  its  territory, 
or  within  the  limits  of  the  influence  of  the  consti- 
tution? Did  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  or  any 
other  northern  state,  then  or  since,  ever  call  on  con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  within  its  limits  and  juris- 
diction? Slavery  has  been  abolished — gradually 
abolished,  mark  ye — in  nearly  all  the  states  north  of 
Maryland,  but  was  the  power  ot  congress  invoked? 
Did  not  the  general  voice  of  the  people  call  on  their 
state  authorities?  and  was  not  abolition  effected  by 
the  acts  of  their  own  state  legislatures?  The  whole 
legislation  of  the  non-slaveholding  states  demon- 
strates that  they  regarded  the  question  of  slavery  as 
one  of  state  jurisdiction  alone;  and  every  fact 
w hich  I have  given,  goes  far  in  illustration  of  that 
provision  of  the  constitution  which  declares  that 
“the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states, 
are  reserved  to  the  states,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people.” 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  notwithstanding  the  legislation 
of  each  and  every  state  in  reference  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  shows  that  it  has  always  been  considered 
a question  of  state  jurisdiction;  notwithstanding 
some  of  the  abolitionists  here  and  elsewhere  disclaim 
all  pretence  of  power  in  congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  states,  they  yet  contend  that  full,  ample  and 
absolute  power  is  given  to  congress  over  the  ques- 
tion in  this  District,  by  the  grant  of  power  contain- 
ed in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution.  They  have  rung  the  changes  upon 
the  terms  used  in  the  clause  referred  to,  and  said 
much  about  the  phrase  “to  exercise  exclusive  le- 
gislation in  all  cases  whatsoever  over  such  District;” 
they  have  argued  that  this  gave  congress  ample, 
unlimited,  absolute  power  of  legislation  over  the 
question  here.  I shall  answer  some  of  these  argu- 
ments presently;  but  I would  here  say  that  there  is 
one  part  which  all  the  learned  commentators  seem 
entirely  to  have  overlooked.  They  tell  you  that 
you  have  lull  and  ample  power  to  abolish  slavery  in 


the  District  of  Columbia,  and  only  ask  you  to  exer- 
cise your  authority  where  you  have  jurisdiction. 
In  this  District  there  are  about  6,000  slaves,  and  it 
cannot  be  that  the  energies  of  the  whole  body  of 
abolitionists  are  directed  to  no  other  object  than  the 
emancipation  of  so  small  a portion  of  the  slave  po- 
pulation of  the  country.  No,  sir.  Walled  around 
as  are  the  rights  of  the  slaveholder,  the  abolitionists 
have  little  hope  to  break  through  the  constitutional 
barriers:  their  only  hope  is  to  steal  in  at  some  loop- 
hole; and,  with  this  view,  they  would  persuade  an 
assumption  of  power,  under  the  plausible  pretext 
that  congress  has  jurisdiction,  because  exclusive  le- 
gislation has  been  given  to  congress  in  all  cases 
whatsoever  over  this  District.  I have  gone  into  the 
history  of  the  origin  of  slavery  in  this  country,  of 
its  institution  both  before  and  under  the  constitution, 
of  the  legislation  of  the  states  upon  the  subject,  in 
order  to  show  that  congress  can  exercise  no  legiti- 
mate authority  to  abolish  slavery  in  any  of  the  states 
where  it  now  exists,  or  where  it  existed  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  If  this 
doctrine  be  true — if  the  abolitionists  and  their  sup- 
porters here  admit  it — then  must  all  their  arguments 
fail,  which  go  to  establish  the  power  of  congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  this  District  under  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution;  because, 
whatever  power  congress  can  exercise  over  this 
District,  they  may  exercise  in  any  and  every  other 
part  of  this  country,  in  any  and  every  state  in  this 
union:  and  to  prove  this,  we  have  only  to  read  the 
language  of  the  constitution  itself,  when  it  declares 
that  congress  shall  have  power  “to  exercise  exclu- 
sive legislation,  in  all  ca<es  whatsoever,  over  such 
District  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may, 
by  cession  of  particular  states,  and  the  acceptance 
of  congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over 
all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards, 
and  other  needful  buildings.” 

Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  about  the 
powers  of  congress,  as  a local  legislature,  over  this 
District;  but,  sir,  a territory  over  which  congress 
could  exercise  separate  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
was  not  sought  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
utopia  or  an  oligarchy,  but  that  congress  might 
have  an  established  seat  of  government  independent 
alike  of  state  influence  and  state  favor — a seat  of 
government  where  they  could  exercise  an  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  all  matters  of  police  for  their  personal 
protection.  The  proceedings  of  the  old  congress 
show  distinctly  that  such  was  the  object;  and  in 
fact  the  outrage  which  occurred  at  the  close  of  the 
revolution  to  awe  the  deliberations  of  congress  by 
threat  and  mutinous  excitement,  which  proved  how 
little  protection  could  be  expected  from  state  au- 
thorities alone,  no  doubt  contributed  greatly  to  the 
introduction  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution  which 
gives  to  congress  the  exclusive  legislation  over  the 
seat  of  government.  On  the  7th  of  October,  1783, 
a resolution  was  passed  providing  “that  buildings 
for  the  use  of  congress  be  erected  on  or  near  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  provided  a suitable  district 
can  be  procured  on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  said 
river  for  a feudal  town,  and  that  the  right  of  soil, 
and  exclusive  or  such  other  jurisdiction  as  congress 
may  direct,  shall  be  vested  in  the  United  States.” 
On  the  2 1st  of  the  same  month,  17S3,  another  re- 
solution was  passed,  preceded  bv  a preamble: 
“Whereas  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  the  pro- 
viding buildings  for  the  alternate  residence  of  con- 
gress in  two  places  will  be  productive  of  the  most 
salutary  effects,  by  securing  the  mutual  confidence 
and  affections  of  the  states: 

“j Resolved,  That  buildings  be  provided  for  the 
use  of  congress  at  or  near  the  lower  falls  ofthePo 
tomac  or  Georgetown,  provided  a suitable  district 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  can  be  procured  for  a fede- 
ral town,  and  the  right  of  soil  and  an  exclusive  juris- 
diction, or  such  other  as  congress  may  direct,  shall 
be  vested  in  the  United  States.” 

Such  were  the  views  entertained  by  the  old  con- 
gress, such  the  considerations  which  influenced  the 
convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  and  such 
the  understanding  of  the  people  of  the  several  states 
when  they  accepted,  ratified  and  confirmed  the  con- 
stitution. The  jurisdiction  was  intended  -to  be 
made  so  exclusive  as  to  prevent  conflict  between 
federal  and  state  authority  in  municipal  laws  and 
regulations,  and  to  give  to  congress  all  the  power, 
and  none  other,  which  should  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary for  its  own  protection,  and  to  render  all  the 
departments  and  officers  of  the  federal  government 
entirely  independent  of  state  authority. 

It  must  also  be  recollected  that  no  place  was  de- 
signated in  the  constitution  as  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment; the  convention  only  thought  it  expedient  to 
specify  the  limits  and  extent,  and  the  character  of 
, the  legislation,  leaving  its  location  to  depend  upon 


the  cession  of  particular  states,  and  the  acceptance 
of  congress.  It  will  also  be  recollected,  that  there 
was  great  rivalry  among  the  states  as  to  the  point 
to  be  selected. 

The  journal  of  the  old  congress  will  show  that, 
from  the  28th  of  July,  1788,  up  to  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1788,  the  subject  of  determining  with  respect 
to  the  place  for  commencing  proceedings  under  the 
new  constitution  was  continually  under  discussion, 
and  gave  rise  to  many  motions  and  much  debate; 
the  relative  advantages  of  New’  York,  Hudson,  Phi- 
ladelphia, Wilmington,  Lancaster,  Baltimore,  Anna- 
polis, and  other  places  being  pressed  with  great 
zeal  and  earnestness.  After  congress  had  assembled 
under  the  constitution,  the  bill  for  locating  a dis- 
trict of  territory,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  on 
the  Potomac,  “between  the  mouths  of  the  eastern 
branch  and  Conogocheague,”  which  originated  in 
the  senate,  passed  that  body  by  a vote  of  fourteen 
to  twelve,  and  in  the  house  was  the  subject  of  much 
discussion.  Four  distinct  propositions  were  made 
in  the  shape  of  amendments,  to  change  the  seat  of 
the  federal  district,  by  motion  to  strike  out  “the  Po- 
tomac,” and  insert  some  other  place: 

1st.  “To  substitute  the  Delaware  instead  of  Po- 
tomac”— ayes  22,  noes  39. 

2d.  “In  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  including 
Germanlown” — ayes  22,  noes  39. 

3d.  “Between  the  Susquehanna  and  Potomac” 
— ayes  25,  noes  36. 

4th.  “State  of  Maryland,  including  Baltimore” 
— ayes  26.  noes  34. 

Now,  can  any  man  of  rational  mind  believe  that 
the  representatives  from  Maryland  would  have 
voted  in  favor  of  establishing  the  seat  ofgovernment 
at  Baltimore,  or  its  legislature  would  have  offered 
Annapolis  for  such  a purpose,  if  they  had,  for  a 
single  instant,  thought  or  believed  that  congress 
would  possess  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
very  centre  of  ttie  state?  Can  any  rational  mind 
believe  that  Maryland  would  have  recognised  or 
sanctioned  such  an  interpretation,  or  allowed  the 
general  government  to  hold  its  seat  in  the  centre  of 
the  state,  armed  with  such  antagonist  powers 
against  her  peace  and  interests?  I think  it  impos- 
sible to  doubt  a moment  in  saying  that  she  never 
would.  What  can  be  the  difference,  whether  the 
powers  now  claimed  for  congress  be  exercised  in 
the  centre  or  on  the  borders  of  the  state?  If  the 
power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  could  not  have 
been  allowed  at  Baltimore,  it  cannot  be  at  Wash- 
ington. That  part  of  the  District  north  of  the 
southern  bank  of  the  Potomac  was  as  much  a part 
of  Maryland  as  Baltimore.  If  it  cannot  be  inferred 
from  any  thing  which  occurred  at  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  as  a cotemporaneous  interpreta- 
tion of  that  instrument,  that  it  was  admitted  that 
congress  had  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
limits  of  any  state  in  which  it  existed,  who  can  re- 
sist the  inference,  or  debate  the  conclusion,  that 
the  letter,  the  spirit,  and  philosophy  of  the  consti- 
tution totally  deny  (he  assumption  of  such  power 
by  congress?  And  no  lapse  of  lime  can  enlarge  the 
powers  of  congress  without  an  alteration  of  the 
constitution  itself.  There  is  no  where  in  the  con- 
stitution, any  power  given  to  congress  to  abolish 
slavery;  yet  this  power  is  attempted  to  be  drawn 
from  the  constitution  by  implication.  Gentlemen 
admit  that  congress  cannot  intermeddle  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  anypoition  of  the  union 
where  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  It  did  exist,  and  does  exist,  in  that 
portion  of  Maryland  ami  Virginia  which  became  the 
seat  ofgovernment;  yet,  in  the  absence  of  all  ex- 
pressed or  implied  power,  they  would  have  congress 
alter  the  then  and  now  existing  relations  of  master 
and  slave.  If  it  was  intended  to  have  given  con- 
gress the  power,  the  convention  omitted  to  express 
if;  and,  having  failed  so  to  express  it,  the  omission 
denies  the  right  of  jurisdiction. 

M r.  Speaker,  in  considering  these  features  of  our 
constitution,  I am  forcibly  struck  with  the  analogy, 
which  the  whole  instrument  bears,  in  many  re- 
spects, to  the  articles  of  union  between  England 
and  Scotland,  adopted  by  the  parliament  of  both 
those  kingdoms  in  1707. 

Article  3d  declares — 

“The  United  Kingdom  shall  be  represented  by 
one  parliament.” 

The  1st  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  provides — 

“That  all  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  shall 
be  vested  in  a congress  of  the  United  States,  w hich 
shall  consist  of  a senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives.” 

Article  4th  declares — 

“There  shall  be  a communication  of  all  rights  and 
pri vi leges  between  the  subjects  of  both  kingdoms, 
except  when  it  is  otherwise  agreed.” 

The  2d  section,  4th  article  of  the  constitution  of 
United  States,  provides — 
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“The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
slates.” 

Article  9th  declares — 

“When  England  raises  £ 2,000,000  by  a land  tax, 
Scotland  shall  raise  £48,000.” 

Section  2d,  article  1st  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides,  that — • 

“Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  states  which  may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  union,  according  to  their  respec- 
tive numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a term  of  years,  and  excluding 
Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  alt  other  persons.” 
Article  lSth  declares — 

“The  laws  relating  to  trade,  customs  and  excises, 
shall  be  the  same  in  Scotland  as  in  England.  But 
ail  the  other  laws  of  Scotland  shall  remain  in  force, 
but  alterable  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain; 
yet,  with  those  laws  relating  to  public  policy,  are 
alterable  at  the  discretion  of  the  parliament.  Laws 
relating  to  private  rights  are  not  to  be  altered  but 
for  the  evident  utility  of  the  people  of  Scotland.” 
The  2d  section  of  the  6th  artirle  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  provides,  that — 

“This  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof; 
and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land.” 

Article  1st,  section  8th  of  the  constitution  de- 
clares, that — 

“Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.” 

The  5th  article  of  the  amendments  provides,  that 
“No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  pri- 
vate property  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation.” 

The  9th  article  provides,  that — - 
“The  enumeration  in  the  constitution  of  certain 
rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
others  retained  by  the  people.” 

The  10th  amendment  declares — 

“The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  LTnited  States 
by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
states,  are  reserved  to  the  states,  respectively,  or  to 
the  people.” 

Article  22d  of  the  union  states — 

“Sixteen  peers  are  to  be  chosen  to  represent  the 
peerage  of  Scotland  in  parliament,  and  forty-five 
members  to  sit  in  ttie  house  of  commons.” 

Section  3d,  1st  article  of  the  constitution  declares, 
that — 

“The  senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  senators  from  each  state,”  &c. 

Section  2d  of  the  same  article,  as  quoted,  pre- 
scribes the  representation  in  the  house  ot  represen- 
tatives. 

Upon  these  articles  of  union  of  England  and 
Scoiiand,  sir  William  Blackstone  remarks: 

“These  are  the  principles  ot  the  twenty-five  ar- 
ticles of  union,  which  are  ratified  and  confirmed  by 
5th  Anne,  chap.  8,  in  which  statute  there  are  also 
two  acts  of  parliament  recited,  the  one  ot  Scotland, 
whereby  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  also  the  four 
universities  ot  that  kingdom,  are  established  forever, 
and  all  succeeding  sovereigns  are  to  take  an  oath 
inviolably  to  maintain  the  same;  the  other  of  Eng- 
land, 5th  Anne,  chap.  6,  whereby  the  acts  of  uni- 
formity of  13th  Elizabeth  and  13th  Charles  II,  (ex- 
cept, as  the  same  had  been  altered  by  parliament  at 
that  time)  and  all  others  then  in  force,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  church  ot  England,  are  declared 
perpetual;  and  it  is  stipulated,  that  every  subse- 
quent king  and  queen  shall  lake  an  oath  inviolably  to 
Maintain  the  same  within  England,  Ireland,  If  ales 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  And  it  is 
enacted  that  these  two  ‘shall  forever  be  observed 
acts  fundamental  and  essential  conditions  of  the 
union.’  ” 

And  he  continues: 

“Upon  these  articles  and  acts  of  union,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  two  kingdoms  are  now  so  inse- 
parably united  that  nothing  can  ever  disunite  them 
again;  unless,  perhaps,  an  infringement  of  those 
points  which,  when  they  were  separated  and  inde- 
pendent nations,  it  was  mutually  stipulated  shall  be 
‘fundamental  and  essential  conditions  of  the  union.’  ” 
Will  not  these  remarks  of  the  great  rommentator 
upon  the  constitution  and  laws  of  England  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States?  If  an  infringement  of  the  fundamental  and 
essential  conditions  of  union  would  disunite  two 
kingdoms,  would  not  the  same  violation  dissever 
these  states?  Sir,  1 repeat,  that,  at  the  adoption  of 
our  constitution,  slavery  not  only  existed,  but  was 
acknowledged,  and,  as  a prominent  and  fundamen- 
tal principle,  was  incorporated  into  the  very  fabric 


of  the  government;  and  any  meddling  with  it  now 
would  bean  infringement  of  “the  essential  condi- 
tions of  the  union.”  But  the  institution  of  slavery, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  does  not  owe  its  existence 
or  continuance  to  the  constitution:  it  is  above  and 
independent;  pre-existing  and  beyond  that  instru- 
ment, though  sanctionedand  guarantied  by  it.  And 
I maintain  that  slavery,  having  pre-existed — having 
been  recognised,  adopted  and  guarantied  by  the  con- 
stitution— no  afterthought  of  fanaticism  or  pretended 
humanity  can,  for  specious  purposes,  seize  upon  the 
property  of  any  citizen,  whether  iri  a slave  or  non- 
slaveholding state;  nor  can  alter  the  then  existing 
state  of  things,  without  violating  the  spirit  and  let- 
ter of  the  constitution;  without  disregarding  the  so- 
lemn compact  entered  into  by  these  states,  and 
thereby  jeoparding  the  integrity  of  the  union  Con- 
sidering the  question  wholly  by  the  constitution, 
and  that  instrument  solely  and  strictly  by  its  letter, 
will  gentlemen  contend  that  congress  has  power  to 
legislate  in  this  matterexclusively  over  the  District? 
But,  by  the  sa  me  instrument,  congress  is  in  part  a 
representative  of  slaves.  The  constitution,  recog- 
nising and  providing  for  the  representation  of  slaves, 
requires,  in  the  appointment,  that  every  five  slaves 
shall  be  equal  to  thrt*e  freemen.  If  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  had  such  horror  of  slavery  as  is 
affected  at  the  north  now,  why  did  they  allow  to  it 
political  importance,  or  even  being,  by  representa- 
tion on  this  floor?  The  answer  is  a plain  one.  In 
the  first  place,  the  constitution  was  a matter  of 
concession  and  compromise  to  affect  a perfect 
union;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  effect  this  union, 
the  institution  of  slavery  was  not  only  to  be  ac- 
knowledged as  a fundamental  and  essential  princi- 
ple, but  to  be  guarantied  and  secured  against  all  in- 
terference, by  giving  to  it,  as  property,  political 
power.  By  the  constitution,  then,  slavery  is  recog- 
nised and  abolition  is  not.  Will  you  be  governed 
by  the  constitution,  or  will  you  assume  powers  not 
delegated,  because  a few  self-righteous  men  to  the 
north,  thinking  themselves  wiser  than  their  ances- 
tors, fancy  they  can  abolish  such  parts  of  the  con- 
stitution  as  may  not  suit  their  present  views  or  in- 
terests? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  third  section  of  the  sixth 
article  of  the  constitution  declares  that  “the  senators 
and  representatives,”  (of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States),  “and  the  members  of  the  several  state 
legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers, 
both  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  states, 
shall  be  bound  by  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support 
this  constitution  ” With,  then,  the  existing  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution;  with  slavery  recognised, 
guarantied,  incorporated  into  that  instrument,  how 
can  gentlemen  reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  vote 
for  the  abolition  of  an  institution  which  they  have 
sworn  to  support?  How  can  they  console  themselves 
while  advocating  abolition  petitions,  which  would 
have  them  violate  their  solemn  oath  of  office?  Do 
the  abolitionists  require  the  members  of  this  house 
to  have  easy  and  pliant  consciences,  to  be  moulded 
according  to  the  prejudices  or  caprices  of  fanati- 
cism? Under  this  constitutional  requirement  of  an 
oath  of  office,  it  matters  not  wdiat  may  be  the  local 
legislation  of  the  states,  the  rights  of  the  slavehol- 
der are  guarantied  most  amply  and  most  fully;  and 
this  doctrine  has  been  recognised  by  the  most  so- 
lemn decisions  of  the  highest  courts  in  several  of 
the  non-slaveholding  states,  particularly  Pennsyl- 
vania,.New  York  and  Massachusetts.  These  de- 
cisions, to  the  high  credit  of  the  judiciary,  show 
that  the  constitution  is  beyond  the  reach  of  local 
prejudice  or  sectional  views  of  policy.  I have  not 
time  to  cite  many  of  the  cases  alluded  to;  but  I beg 
the  indulgence  ofthe  house  to  read  from  one  which, 
in  1835,  came  before  the  court  of  errors  of  New 
York — a court  constituted  of  the  president  of  the 
senate,  chancellor  of  state,  judges  of  the  supreme 
coirrt  and  all  the  senators,  wherein  the  chancellor 
declared: 

“If  the  person  whose  services  are  claimed  is  in 
fact  a fugitive  from  servitude,  under  the  laws  of 
another  state,  the  constitutional  provision  is  impe- 
rative that  he  shall  be  delivered  up  to  his  master 
upon  claim  made;  and  any  state  officer  or  private 
citizen  who  owes  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
and  has  taken  the  usual  oath  to  support  the  consti- 
tution thereof,  cannot,  without  incurring  the  moral 
guilt  of  perjury,  do  any  act  to  deprive  the  master  of 
his  right  of  recapture,  when  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  person  whose  services  are  claimed  is  in  fact  the 
slave  of  the  claimant.  However  much,  therefore, 
we  may  deplore  the  existence  of  slavery  in  any 
part  of  the  union,  as  a national  as  well  as  local  evil, 
yet,  as  the  right  of  the  master  to  reclaim  his  fugi- 
tive slave  is  secured  to  him  by  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, no  good  citizen,  whose  liberty  and  property 
are  protected  by  that  constitution,  will  interfere  to 
prevent  this  provision  from  being  carried  into  effect 
according  to  its  spirit  and  letter;  and  even  when 


the  forms  of  law  are  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  the  constitutional  provision,  or  to  delay  the 
remedy  of  the  master  in  obtaining  a return  of  his 
fugitive  slave,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right,  and  may 
become  the  duty,  of  the  court  in  which  any  pro- 
ceedings for  that  purpose  are  instituted,  to  set  them 
aside,  if  they  are  not  commenced  and  carried  on  in 
good  faith  and  upon  probable  grounds  of  believing 
that  the  claim  of  the  master  to  the  services  of  the 
supposed  slave  is  invaded.” 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  impartial  interpreter  of  the  con- 
stitution will  not  mark  the  particular  passage  which 
alludes  to  the  ten  miles  square;  but  he  will  look  at 
the  whole  instrument  and  examine  each  part  in  re- 
lation to  the  whole— he  is  bound  to  make  them 
harmonize  if  they  will  agree.  Can  a construction 
be.  given  to  that  part  which  relates  to  the  ten  miles 
square  which  shall  empower  congress  to  abolish 
slavery,  without  overthrowing  and  obliterating  that 
part  which  recognises  slavery,  which  provides  for 
its  representation  and  taxation  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, or  which  prohibits  congress  from  in- 
terfering with  private  property,  and  secures  its 
recapture,  if  it  should  flee  from  the  owner  in  the 
District  of  Columbia?  What  novice  in  law,  or  who 
is  so  little  skilled  in  the  interpretation  of  contracts, 
but  will  say  that  you  must  make  all  parts  of  an  in- 
strument agree  if  it  be  possible;  or,  if  the  various 
parts  conflict,  the  intention  is  to  be  come  at  by  the 
plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  writing?  The 
construction  which  the  gentlemen  give  who  advo- 
cate the  cause  of  the  abolitionists  would  blot  out 
every  part  which  recognises,  provides  for,  or  gua- 
ranties the  existence  of  slavery,  and,  by  doing  so, 
would  change  the  whole  representation  in  congress 
and  vary  the  apportionment  of  direct  taxation. 
Again,  sir:  How  can  you  reconcile  the  power  of 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  with  the  prohibition  not 
to  interfere  with  private  property?  lor  slaves,  not 
only  by  the  laws  of  the  states,  but  under  the  con- 
stitution itself,  are  recognised  as  property.  The 
doctrine  of  the  abolitionists  superadds  difficulty  to 
difficulty,  wdiile  in  a fair  and  just  interpretation  of 
the  constitution  all  its  parts  will  stand  perfect,  and 
have  full  scope  and  influence. 

I have  already  shown,  from  concurring  circum- 
stances and  the  plain  reading  of  the  legislation  at 
the  time,  what  was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of 
the  constitution,  in  requiring  a certain  extent  of  ter- 
ritory to  be  established  as  the  seat  of  government 
for  the  United  States. 

They  desired  a distinct  and  separate  place,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  remodelling  society,  but  to  keep 
it  as  it  was — where  there  should  be  no  fear  of  civil 
commotions — no  popular  threatening  of  the  delibe- 
rations— no  interruption  of  their  proceedings,  and 
no  other  control  or  legislation  to  govern  their  officers, 
servants  or  agents.  There  are  in  this  District,  even 
now,  thousands  employed  by  the  government — offi- 
cers, public  agents,  clerks  and  laborers  upon  the 
public  buildings.  Had  Maryland  or  Virginia  juris- 
diction, the  whole  business  of  the  government 
might  be  stopped  or  delayed  at  the  pleasure  of 
either.  Owing  allegiance  to  the  state,  every  man 
might  be  called  away  to  serve  on  juries  or  to  per- 
form militia  duty;  as  it  is,  exclusive  legislation  be- 
longing to  congress,  our  legislation  can  control  the 
action  of  all  persons  employed  by  the  government. 
I admit,  sir,  that  the  seat  of  government  might  have 
been  established  upon  the  public  domain;  and  slave- 
ry, to  a certain  extent,  might  have  been  prohibited 
where  it  did  not  previously  exist;  but  to  abolish  it 
where  it  had  existed  is  very  different.  Congress 
was  content  to  select  a place  where  slavery  did 
exist,  and  it  was  not  then  pretended  that  slavery 
was  either  a moral,  social  or  political  evil.  If  they 
thought  so  they  did  not  express  the  opinion,  nor 
had  they  the  right  so  to  express  themselves,  or  to 
act  upon  such  conviction.  Experience  has  shown 
that,  by  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  District, 
neither  the  legislation  of  congress  nor  the  operations 
of  the  government  have  been  impeded.  It  has 
shown,  that  slavery  could  exist  in  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, and  that  that  provision  which  made  slaves 
taxable  property  could  be  carried  into  etfect. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject 
which  has  been  slightly  alluded  to,  but  which,  I 
think,  has  not  been  sufficiently  enforced.  Granting 
that  there  was  nothing  implied  or  secured  by  the 
silence  on  the  question  of  slavery  at  the  adoption 
ol  the  constitution,  did  congress  take,  or  could  this 
government  have  taken,  this  District  w ithout  cer- 
tain limitations  and  reservations?  1 maintain  that 
congress  neither  did,  nor  could.  Slavery  existed 
here:  the  right  to  regulate  or  abolish  it  belonged  to 
Maryland  or  Virginia,  within  the  limits  of  their 
respective  jurisdictions;  and  the  question  was  set- 
tled by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  While 
Maryland  ami  Virginia  held  jurisdiction,  slavery 
might  have  been  abolished  by  acts  of  legislation, 
operating  over  all  parts  of  each  state  respectively; 
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but  neither  state  could,  by  partial  legislation,  have 
abolished  slavery  in  any  particular  section  or  dis- 
trict of  its  territory;  nor  could  they,  by  a cession 
of  jurisdiction  to  any  other  authority,  have  impair- 
ed or  put  in  jeopardy  the  rights  secured  to  the 
citizens  of  each  state,  not  only  by  the  constitution 
of  each  respective  state,  but  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  But,  waiving  all  these  consi- 
derations, did  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
give  up  a portion  of  their  territory  to  the  unlimited 
and  absolute  jurisdiction  of  congress?  Read  the 
acts  of  cession  and  you  w ill  find  they  did  not. 
They  were  willing  to  cede  a portion  of  their  terri 
tory;  but,  not  resting  the  rights  of  ttie  citizens  of 
such  ceded  teriilory  on  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution alone,  by  express  reservations  in  their 
articles  of  cession,  they  denied  the  power  to  con- 
gress to  interfere  with  the  right  of  property. 

The  act  of  cession  from  the  state  of  Virginia  de- 
clares— 

“That  a tract  of  country,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  or  any  les-er  quantify,  to  be  located 
within  the  limits  of  this  state,  and  in  any  part  there- 
of as  congress  may  by  law  direct,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  forever  ceded  and  relinquished  to 
the  congress  and  government  of  the  United  States, 
in  full  and  absolute  right,  and  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, as  well  of  soil  as  of  persons  residing  or  to  re- 
side thereon,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States:  provided. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
vest  in  the  United  Slates  any  right  of  property  in 
the  soil,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  there- 
in, otherwise  than  the  same  shall  or  may  be  trans- 
ferred by  such  individuals  to  the  United  States.” 

The  act  of  cession  from  the  state  of  Maryland 
declares — 

“That  all  that  part  of  the  said  territory  called 
Columbia,  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  this  state, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  acknowledged  to 
be  forever  ceded  and  relinquished  to  the  congress 
and  government  of  the  United  States,  in  full  and 
absolute  right,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  as  well 
of  soil  as  of  persons  residing  or  to  reside  thereon, 
pursuant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion oi  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States:  provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  to 
vest  in  the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in 
the  soil,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  there- 
in, otherwise  than  the  same  shall  or  may  be  trans- 
ferred by  such  individuals  to  the  United  States: 
and  provided,  also,  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
law:s  of  this  state,  over  the  persons  and  property  of 
individuals  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  cession 
aforesaid,  shall  not  cease  or  determine  until  con- 
gress shall,  by  law',  provide  for  the  government 
thereof,  under  their  jurisdiction,  in  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  article  of  the  constitution  before  re- 
cited.” 

Such  are  the  articles  of  cession.  Now  let  it  also 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  seat  of  government 
could  not  have  been  established,  nay,  congress 
could  not  even  have  assembled  in  any  state  where 
slavery  existed,  without  the  consent  and  sanction 
of  that  state;  and  these  articles  of  cession  must  be 
regarded,  not  only  as  limitations  upon  the  powers 
of  congress,  but  as  compacts  and  treaties  between 
high  contracting  parties.*  These  articlesof  ces- 
sion are,  in  fact,  paramount  to  the  constitution,  in 
this,  that  the  constitution  could  not  have  gone  into 
effect  here  without  them.  The  articles  of  cession 
were  made  under  the  sanction  of  the  constitution 
by  three  high  sovereign  parties — sovereign  and  in- 
dependent within  their  respective  spheres,  and 
qualified  and  competent  to  enter  into  compact. 
These  parties  were  Maryland,  Virginia  and  the 
general  government.  Now,  sir,  for  nearly  forty 
years  the  general  government  has  existed  here,  and 
slavery  has  existed  here;  the  local  law  which  go- 
verns here,  with  but  slight  variation,  is  the  law 
which  existed  here  before  the  constitution  was 
formed;  the  rights  which  that  law  gave,  and  the 
obligations  which  it  was  intended  to  enforce,  were 
recognised  and  declared  to  be  in  force  before  the 
government  was  established  here,  and  have  been 
continued  ever  since.  No  intimation  has  ever 
been  made  that  the  existence  of  slavery  here  has 
produced  the  slightest  inconvenience  or  danger  to 
any  department  of  the  government;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  so  convenient  have  the  services  and  labor 
of  slaves  been  found,  that,  by  act  of  congress,  the 
owners  of  slaves  resident  in  Maryland  and  Virgi- 
nia have  been  authorised  to  hire  them  here;  and,  by 

*“The  operation  of  the  constitution  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  like  that  of  a treaty  of  cession  by  a foreign 
state  to  the  United  States.  The  act  or  deed  of  cession 
is  the  title  to  power  or  property  according  to  its  terms, 
operating  by  way  of  grant  or  treaty,  compact  or  con- 
tract.’’ [ Baldwin's  Constitutional  Views,  p.  83. 


another  act  of  congress,  passed  24th  June,  1812,  as 
if  to  give  increased  value  and  security  to  such 
kind  ol  property,  it  is  expressly  declared: 

“That  hereafter  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  inhabi- 
tant or  inhabitants  in  either  of  said  counties,  ow  n- 
ing and  possessing  any  slave  or  slaves  therein,  to 
remove  the  same  from  one  county  into  the  other, 
and  to  exercise  freely  and  fully  all  the  rights  of 
property  in  and  over  the  said  slave  or  slaves  there- 
in, which  would  be  exercised  over  him,  her  or 
them,  in  the  county  from  w hence  the  removal  was 
made,  any  thing  in  any  legislative  act  in  force  at 
this  time,  in  either  of  ttie  said  counties,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.” 

Yet,  after  all  this,  a new’  reading  is  to  be  given 
to  the  constitution,  and  new  powers  are  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  congress.  Will  congress  assume  pow- 
er by  implication?  Will  you  say  that  the  clause  of 
the  constitution  giving  (tower  to  legislate  exclu- 
sively over  these  ten  miles  square,  allows  congress 
to  establish  a despotism  here,  to  trample  on  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  District,  and  to  estab- 
lish here  a citadel  of  abolition,  from  which  preda- 
tory incursions  may  be  made  upon  the  institutions 
of  neighboring  states;  that  by  this  means  you  may 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  property  not  only  Imre, 
but  with  those  existing  in  the  close  contiguity  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia?  Nay,  more;  that,  by  so 
doing,  you  jeopard  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
people  here  and  in  those  states,  and  yet  that  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  have  no  right  to  complain  and 
denounce  such  legislation  as  a usurpation  and  a 
violation  of  the  compact,  both  expressed  and  im- 
plied? Have  not  Maryland  and  Virginia  the  same 
right  to  construe  by  implication  what  they  surren- 
dered, or  what  they  did  not  surrender,  as  you  have? 
Then,  to  avoid  all  collision,  is  it  not  the  duty  of 
congress  to  refrain  from  all  attempts  to  assume 
powers  not  expressly  delegated?  And  h not  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  congtess  to  exercise  a power 
not  delegated,  a usurpation  and  a direct  infraction 
of  the  constitution?  If,  sir,  congress  has  not  been 
invested  by  the  constitution,  nor  by  the  articles  of 
cession,  with  the  power  now  pretended  to,  of  abo- 
lishing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  inter- 
fere, should  the  federal  government  ever  attempt  to 
exercise  such  power.  Every  state  in  the  union 
would  be  called  upon  to  protect  the  constitution 
from  infraction,  but  it  would  be  the  especial  duty 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  see  that  the  rights  of 
their  children’s  children  should  not  be  invaded. 
Already  has  the  voice  of  Maryland  been  raised 
upon  this  question;  she  has  declared,  with  almost 
unprecedented  unanimity,  that  you  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  subject  of  slavery;  that  she  never 
intended  to  give  you  such  jurisdiction,  and  that  if 
you  attempt  to  exercise  such  powers  it  will  be  a 
violation  of  the  compact;  that  the  compact  will 
become  a dead  letter;  and  that  she  will  reassmne 
her  original  jurisdiction  over  all  that  part  of  the 
ten  miles  square  which  lies  north  of  the  southern 
bank  of  the  Potomac. 

In  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
land, 1837,  Mr.  Joseph  S Cottman,  a gentleman  of 
ability,  submitted,  in  his  place  in  the  senate,  the 
following  resolutions,  an  account  of  which  he  has 
furnished  since: 

“By  the  senate,  February  18,  1S37. 

“Whereas,  A communication  from  the  execu- 
tive of  this  state  was  yesterday  received,  enclosing 
certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  general  assembly 
of  Vermont,  and  transmitted  by  the  governor  of  said 
state  to  his  excellency'  the  governor  of  this  state, 
with  a request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  le- 
gislature, which  resolutions  are  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

“ Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont, That  neither  congress  nor  the  state  govern- 
ments have  any  constitutional  right  to  abridge  the 
free  expression  of  opinions,  or  the  transmission  of 
them  through  the  public  mail. 

“Resolved,  That  congress  do  possess  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

“ Resolved , That  his  excellency  the  governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  the  executive  of  each  of  the  states,  and 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress. 

“And  whereas  respect  and  courtesy  are  due  to  all 
communications  from  the  executive  of  Maryland: — 
Therefore, 

“Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  neither  congtess  nor  the  state  governments 
have  any  constitutional  right  to  indulge  in  the  “ex- 
pression of  opinions,  or  the  transmission  of  them 
through  the  public  mail,”  so  a?  to  endanger  the 
union  of  these  U.  States,  or  to  infringe  the  rights  of 
individuals,  or  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions of  any  of  the  states  of  this  union. 


“ Resolved. , That  congress  does  not  pors  -s  the 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  (he  District  ol  Colum- 
bia; and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  said  District  by  congress,  would 
be  a violation  of  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  the  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
made  to  the  federal  government;  and,  iri  the  event 
of  such  violation,  the  territory  included  in  said  Dis- 
trict, ought,  and  of  right  will,  revert  respectively  to 
the  states  of  Virginia  arid  Maryland. 

“Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  the  executive  of  each  ot  the  states,  and 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress. 

“For  the  above  resolutions,  Mr.  Bowie  offered  the 
following  as  a substitute,  which  was  read  and  ne- 
gatived. 

“ Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  the  communication  from  the  governor  of  Ver- 
mont, covering  certain  resolutions  of  that  state,  in 
relation  to  the  power  of  congress  over  the  rights  of 
slaveholders  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
transmission  of  incendiary  proceedings  through  the 
mail,  be  not  received,  the  same  being  an  offensive 
interference  with  the  domestic  relations  and  private 
property  of  citizens,  over  whom  the  legislature  of 
Vermont  has  no  control.  And  that  his  excellency, 
the  governor  of  Maryland,  be  requested  to  return 
the  same  to  the  executive  of  Vermont.” — Maryland 
senate  journal,  session  1836,  page  176. 

“On  thp  20,h  of  February,  the  resolutions  were 
again  taken  up,  and  the  following  amendments  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  assented  to. 

“Strike  out  the  words  ‘so  as,’  5th  line  1st  resolu- 
tion, and  insert  the  word  ‘calculated.’ 

“Alter  the  word  ‘be,’  4th  line  2d  resolution,  strike 
out  the  letter  ‘a,’  and  insert  ‘contrary  to  the  under- 
standing and  intention  of  all  the  high  contracting 
parties,  if  not  in.’ 

“Same  resolution,  9th  line,  after  the  word  ‘ought,’ 
strikeout  the  word  ‘and,’  and  in  the  same  line  strike 
out  the  word  ‘will’  and  insert  the  word  ‘to.’ 

“The  following  amendment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bowie,  was  assented  to: 

“Strike  out  in  the  second  resolution  all  after  the 
word  ‘government,’  7th  line,  to  the  end  of  the  reso- 
lution.’— Ibid,  page  183. 

“On  the  question  of  engrossing  for  a third  read- 
ing, the  first  was  passed  nem.  con.  and  the  second 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  with  one  (Mr.  Tid ball ) 
in  the  negative.  Mr.  Tidball,  who  was  unwilling  to 
assert  that  congress  had  not  the  power  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  a motion 
expressing  his  views,  w hich  was  negatived  without 
a division. 

“The  preamble  and  resolutions  w'ere  then  read  the 
third  time,  by  special  order,  and  assented  to—  (lb. 
p.  184),  and  were  sent  to  the  house  of  delegates. — 
Page  185. 

“These  resolutions  were  received  by  the  house  of 
delegates  w hile  the  new  constitution  was  under  dis- 
cussion, and  were  never,  in  consequence,  acted  on. 
House  journal,  session  1836,  p.  356.” 

Such  are  the  opinions,  and  such  the  declared  in- 
tentions, of  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  and 
such  will  be  her  course,  whenever  a majority  in 
congress  shall  be  so  reckless  as  to  violate  the  rights 
of  property  in  this  District.  But  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Maryland  did  not  stop  here:  at  the  same  ses- 
sion, they  had  under  consideration  an  alteration  of 
the  constitution  of  the  state:  anti  as,  at  this  very 
time,  the  abolitionists  were  trying  to  effect  a sevile 
revolution  in  the  south,  by  insidiously  circulating 
their  inflammatory  tracts  and  addresses,  the  legisla- 
ture deemed  it  expedient  to  engraft  a new  provision 
upon  the  organic  law,  to  the  following  effect: 

“That  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  in  this 
state  shall  not  be  abolished,  unless  a bill  so  to  abo- 
lish the  same  shall  be  passed  by  a unanimous  vote 
of  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  shall  be  published  at  least  three  months 
before  a new  election  of  delegates,  and  shall  be  con- 
firmed by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  members  of  each 
branch  of  the  general  assembly,  at  the  nex'  regular 
constitutional  session,  after  such  new  election;  nor 
then,  without  full  compensation  to  the  master  for 
the  property  of  which  he  shall  be  thereby  deprived.” 

Such  are  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Maryland, 
and  such  the  safe-guards  which  they  have  thrown 
around  their  property.  Such,  too,  are  the  fruits  of 
abolition  excitement.  It  has  forced  Maryland  to 
stand  firm  upon  her  rights;  to  restrict  the  former 
privileges  ot  her  colored  population  by  more  rigid 
laws.  The  abolitionists  have  prolonged  the  time  of 
abolition  of  slavery  in  Maryland  at  least  a century 
beyond  the  period  at  w hich  it  might  otherwise  gra- 
dually and  quietly  have  terminated.  They  have 
placed  it  beyond  the  reach  of  legislation,  or  what, 
from  the  restriction,  is  equivalent;  for  the  clause  in 
the  state  constitution  which  I have  quoted  never 
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will  be  altered.  The  abolitionists  have  forged  tight- 
er the  bonds  of  slavery,  and  have  compelled  the 
people  of  Maryland  to  tie  them  up  as  with  a gor- 
diau-knot,  which  the  sword  of  no  Alexander  can 
cut  in  twain.  Yet,  sir,  no  state,  not  even  the  loud- 
est and  noisiest  about  abolition,  has  done  so  much 
as  Maryland  towards  emancipation  and  the  amelio- 
ration of  Hie  condition  of  the  African  race.  Her 
early  statutes  protected  them  from  any  possible  in- 
human treatment,  and  authorised  their  manumis- 
sion. And  at  a later  period,  with  munificent  libe- 
rality, she  has  founded  a colony  in  Africa,  at  the 
expense  of  some  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
her  people’s  money.  She  lias  done  all  this  with  li- 
mited means — with  no  parade  or  ostentation  of  hu- 
manity; and  her  whole  people  have  approved  the 
legislation.  With  these  evidences  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  Maryland,  will  any  one  doubt  their 
unanimity  in  defence  of  tiieir  rights,  and  the  rights 
of  that  portion  of  the  territory  which  she  condition- 
ally surrendered  to  the  general  government?  It  is 
true  that  the  delegation  of  Maryland  on  this  floor, 
have  not  been  as  vehement  as  the  representatives  of 
states  further  south;  and  lienee,  from  this  forbea- 
rance, gentlemen  iiave  often,  in  debate,  on  former 
occasions,  and  two  or  three  members  have  during 
this  discussion,  alluded  to  the  Potomac  river  as  a 
divisional  line,  should  tile  abolitionists  so  grow  in 
strength  as  to  require  and  force  a dissolution  of  the 
union.  Let  me  tell  those  members,  and  all  who 
tii ink  with  them,  that  the  courage  of  Maryland  has 
always  been  true  when  required,  although  she  boasts 
but  seldom  about  it.  She  has  felt  the  danger  of  her 
position  too  anxiously  to  vapour.  She  knows 
“When  valor  preys  on  reason, 

It  eats  the  sword  it  fights  with.” 

Those  removed  afar  from  danger,  may  display 
their  theoretical  prowess  without  the  possibility  of 
its  being  called  into  requisition;  and,  perhaps,  if  the 
danger  were  greater  or  nearer,  their  courage  might 
be  less.  Those  who  are  in  the  front  rank  will  not 
flourish  their  hats  or  their  sabres  in  the  air  in  vain- 
boastings;  those  in  the  rear  may,  when  they  know 
the  strong  columns  in  Iront  shield  them  from  iiarm. 
Tlie  steady  gaze  of  the  eye  of  the  former,  which 
reads  the  adversary’s  intent,  tile  calm  judgment  of 
the  mind,  which  teaches  the  arm  to  aim  the  blow 
aright,  and  the  suppressed  voice  betoken  the  courage 
of  those  whom  it  were  fearful  to  meet  in  hostile 
conflict.  Let  me  tell  gentlemen  from  the  south, 
who  designate  the  Potomac  as  a dividing  line,  that 
if  aggression  upon  Maryland  comes  from  the  south, 
then  are  they  coirect;  for  then  will  she  meet  them 
on  her  southern  border,  and  then  will  the  bright 
waters  of  the  beautiful  “river  of  swans”  be  crim- 
soned with  the  deepest  die;  then  on  its  banks  will 
be  the  death  fight  and  its  agony.  But  let  me  tell 
gentlemen  from  the  south  and  from  the  north,  that 
if  the  rights  of  Maryland  are  attempted  to  be  invad- 
ed from  the  north,  Maryland  will  be  ready  to  meet 
it  on  its  farthest  border,  and  her  citizens  will  form 
a Chinese  wall  on  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line  with 
their  bodies,  and  when  the  last  man  falls,  the  barri- 
cade of  their  bodies  will  be  a rampart  behind  which 
tho>e  further  south  may  fight  with  lull  protection 
and  security.  But  I will  dismiss  from  my  mind 
such  imaginings,  which  are  more  speculative  than 
possible;  for  I "trust  such  a time  will  never  come, 
and  I am  no  alarmist  to  hasten  it  by  imaginary  ap 
prehensions.  Maryland  is  the  heart  of  the  union, 
and  I hope  she  will  ever  remain  so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  shown  that  congress  has  no 
power  to  interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  or 
the  slave  trade  between  any  of  the  states,  territories 
or  districts  of  the  United  Stales,  in  which  it  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  tile  constitution,  I 
might  rest  my  argument  here,  with  the  conclusion, 
from  the  foregoing  premises,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  h >ve  no  right  to  petition  congress  on 
the  subject,  i'or  it  has  been  conceded  on  all  sides  of 
the  house  that  we  should  not  entertain  petitions  on 
any  question  over  w hich  this  house  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion; but  as  the  question  of  the  right  of  petition  has 
been  elaborated  with  great  ability  by  many  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  on  both  sides  of  the  question, 
I will  trespass  a little  while  longer,  in  order  to  pre- 
sent one  or  two  views  of  the  question  which  have 
been  omitted  by  the  able  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me. 

There  is  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  can  hold 
the  right  of  petition  in  greater  respect  than  the  indi- 
vidual wdio  has  the  honor  to  address  you;  r,o  one 
who  would  go  further  than  myself  to  protect  it  in 
it?  just  and  legitimate  exercise.  It  is  one  of  those 
solemn  and  valuable  rights,  which,  to  be  useful,  valu- 
able and  sacred,  must  be  under  wise  and  proper  re- 
straints. What  right  that  is  sacred  to  the  people 
and  essential  to  liberty,  that  has  not  its  restraints? 
The  freedom  of  debate  is  as  sacred  and  essential  to 
liberty  as  the  right  of  petition;  yet,  is  not  debate  in 


this  temple  of  liberty',  this  hall  of  freedom,  checked,  | 
restrained,  and  justly  so,  for  legitimate  purposes?! 
The  “freedom  of  speech”  is  another  sacred  consti- 
tutional right,  but  it  has  its  restraints,  and  he  who 
abuses  that  sacred  privilege  is  amenable  to  the  law. 
The  “freedom  of  the  press”  is  as  essential  to  liber- 
ty', and  more  so,  than  the  right  to  petition;  yet  it  is 
restrained  from  licentiousness.  Liberty  itself  is 
synonymous  with  law,  and  its  truest  definition  is 
“tlie  right  to  do  every  tiling  which  the  law  does  not 
fobid.”  Every  right  reserved  to  tile  people  carries 
restrictions  upon  its  exercise,  and  every  delegated 
power  to  government  itself  has  a limitation  upon 
its  use.  Every  human  power,  individual,  social, 
moral  or  political,  has  limitations  upon  its  exercise. 

T care  not  how  broad  tlie  grant,  how  clear  the  title, 
how  ample  the  guarantee,  limitation  is  essential  to 
its  enjoyment.  To  cause  enjoyment,  you  must 
preserve  harmony;  that  society  may  exist,  you  must 
lay  it  under  restraints.  The  laws  of  society  give 
an  individual  the  right  to  acquire,  possess  and  enjoy 
property;  but  will  it  be  contended  that,  because  it 
may  suit  his  pleasure  or  his  fancy  to  beautify  his 
estate  by  hanging  lamps  and  lights  on  the  trees  on 
his  beach,  which  decoy  and  deceive  the  mariner  by- 
night,  his  lamps  cannot  be  abated,  and  lie  himself 
punished  for  what  to  him  was  innocent  pleasure, 
but  Ihe  cause  of  death  to  others?  A man  may  burn 
down  his  own  dwelling,  if  lie  inflicts  no  injury  upon 
others,  and  he  will  only  be  considered  a madman; 
but  should  he  injure  tlie  property  of  others,  he  will 
be  held  responsible  for  the  mischief,  and  be  punish- 
ed accordingly.  But  gentlemen  go  further  than 
this,  in  the  consequences  growing  out  of  the  doc- 
trine which  they  advocate.  The  effect  of  their  rea- 
soning amounts  to  this,  that  a man  may  burn  down 
his  neighbor’s  house,  if  its  construction  offended  his 
taste  or  his  rules  of  architecture;  if  the  sight  annoys 
him,  he  can  with  impunity  set  it  in  flames.  Gen- 
tlemen defend  the  light  of  abolitionists  to  petition; 
they  debate  and  protect  them  in  the  right;  they  pre- 
sent their  memorials  and  send  abroad  their  exciting 
speeches;  they  appeal  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  tlie 
laws  of  God,  to  fire  the  zeal  and  enlist  the  declama- 
tion of  the  professors  of  religion;  they  sow  broad- 
cast tiie  seeds  of  disquietude  and  strife;  they  aid  in 
lighting  tlie  wild-fireof  civil  servile  war;  tiiey  en 
courage  tlie  delusions  of  fanaticism;  and,  after  lend- 
ing their  talents  and  influence  to  do  all  this,  they 
(ell  us  to  keep  cool,  they  are  only  defending  tlie 
right  of  petition.  Sir,  what  is  it  but,  under  the 
pretext  of  defending  the  right  of  petition,  asking 
us  to  permit  the  abolitionists  to  seize  our  property, 
to  set  fire  to  our  houses,  with  the  vain  and  empty 
promise  that  if  we  do,  they  will  aid  us  to  recover 
tlie  one  and  to  extinguish  the  other?  Gentlemen  do 
not  anticipate  the  evils  which  we  know  impend; 
they  will  not  believe  that  we  know  our  interests  and 
our  danger  better  than  they  who  are  removed  from 
it.  Once  iet  loose  the  wild  fires  of  civil  and  servile 
war,  and  they  will  have  no  power  or  ability  to  aid 
us;  our  only  safety  is  in  the  total  exclusion  of  tlie 
danger.  If,  sir,  it  were  written  in  the  constitution, 
that  the  people  had  the  right  to  petition  on  this 
subject,  I would  still  advocate  a rejection  of  their 
petitions  unless  those  petitions  contained  tlie  senti- 
ments of  a majority  ot  the  people  of  tlie  north. 
Then  I would  receive  them  once,  and  that  once  only 
to  advocate  a dissolution  of  the  union;  for  I would 
regard  a dissolution  of  the  union  as  nothing  in  compa- 
rison witli  the  blood  and  carnage  of  a civil  servile  war. 

I would  reject  the  petitions,  because  where  the  exer- 
cise of  our  power  would  annihilate  and  destroy  all 
tlie  other  powers  of  the  constitution,  I should  feel  it 
a duty  so  to  do,  which  I should  owe  to  my  country. 
Sworn  to  support  the  constitution,  I would  do  so  by- 
rejecting  or  refusing  to  receive  memorials  calculated 
to  bring  about  a dissolution  of  the  union,  and  tlie 
overthiow  of  the  government.  If  an  institution  is 
worthy  of  being  preserved,  and  it  contains  within 
itself  a clause  of  self-destruction,  I would  neglect  to 
observe  that  clause,  and  especially  when  that  clause 
was  speculative,  theoretical,  and  made  dangerous 
when  made  operative — when  the  exercise  of  the 
right  would  even  embarrass  much  more  when  it 
would  be  tlie  means  of  overthrowing  the  govern- 
ment. But  I need  not  rest  my  objections  to  the 
reception  of  abolition  petitions  upon  this  considera- 
tion. I would  here  say  a few  words  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  dwell  with  so  much  earnestness  upon 
the  UMlimited  right  of  the  people  to  petition,  and  upon 
its  being  tlie  foundation  of  our  national  liberty  and 
independence.  We  have  bpen  told  that  it  is  a sacred 
right,  not  only  guarantied  by  the  constitution,  hut 
inherent  and  indefeasible  in  the  people  as  the  birth  - 
right  and  heritage  of  freemen.  Let  me  tell  those 
gentlemen  that  they  are  under  a delusion,  and  have 
not  advanced  with  the  age  and  times  in  which  they 
live,  if  they  suppose  that  the  only  tenure  of  our 
liberties  depends  upon  tlie  right  to  petition  upon  all 
questions,  whether  salutary  or  mischievous,  consti- 


tutional or  unlawful.  In  this  enlightened  age,  ho 
man,  whatever  may  be  bis  talents  and  his  reputation, 
can  make  himself  famous  like  a Sydney  or  a Hamp- 
den, and  be  cherished  as  a benefactor  and  a marly  r, 
for  defending  abolition  memorials  on  this  floor.  In 
this  land  of  constitutional  law,  a man  may  gain  no- 
toriety by  pressing  his  advocacy  to  an  extreme;  but 
it  will  be  a notoriety  which  his  calmer  reason  will 
condemn,  and  his  posterity  will  blush  to  acknow- 
lege.  In  the  feudal  days  of  Europe,  and  especially 
of  England,  when  the  people  were  allowed  but  few 
rights,  and  tor  these  had  to  acknowledge  allegiance, 
do  service,  and  fight  for  their  king  and  the  bold 
barons — when  all  powers  were  centered  in  tlie  hands 
of  a king  and  a few  nobles — the  right  of  petition 
was  a boon,  and  its  champion  was  a patriot.  When, 
by  slow  degrees,  intelligence  developed  the  powers 
of  the  human  intellect;  when  social  rights  called  to 
their  support  political  protection;  when  the  force  of 
reason  made  written  laws  supersede  the  memory  of 
customs;  when  the  rights  of  property  and  the  rights 
of  persons  became  to  be  better  understood,  and  more 
impartially  enforced;  when  military  power  yielded 
to  civil  government,  the  right  of  petition  was  re- 
garded as  a valuable  right  of  the  people,  and  finally 
triumphed  over  despotism.  But  the  people  did  not 
rest  their  rights  here  alone.  Step  by  step  they  ad- 
vanced, till  the  elective  franchise  was  secured  which 
brought  their  will  and  voices  to  bear  directly  on  the 
operations  of  the  government. 

[to  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 

THE  BANK  PARTY. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  partisans  of  gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  have  attempted  to  fix  upon  their  opponents,  the 
whig?,  the  designation  of  the  bank  party.  If  by 
this  appellation  is  meant  a party  in  favor  of  regu- 
lating the  banks  instead  of  destroying  them,  and  in 
favor  of  a judiciously  regulated  system  of  banking, 
in  preference  to  bank3  without  regulations  and 
without  capital,  it  is  not  misapplied.  But  if  it  is 
intended  to  imply  that  the  wliigs  as  a party  have 
been  instrumental  in  promoting  the  extravagant  in- 
crease of  bank  capital,  and  bank  circulation  in  the 
country,  it  is  grossly  misapplied.  They  were  for 
the  most  part  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  chiefly  on  the  ground 
that  it  operated  as  a check  upon  the  extravagant 
and  the  excessive  issues  of  the  local  banks,  and 
consequently  a?  a check  upon  the  multiplication  of 
banks  in  places  where  the  actual  wants  of  business 
did  not  demand  them,  and  where  the  legitimate  bu- 
siness of  hanking  would  not  support  them.  That 
bank  was  destroyed  by  gen.  Jackson  and  his  follow- 
ers, not  on  the  ground  of  general  hostility  to  banks, 
but  from  a spirit  of  hostility  to  that  individual  bank, 
from  a disposition  to  favor  and  promote  the  increase 
of  local  banks,  and  the  special  design  of  establish- 
ing tiie  pel  bri7ik  system.  The  consequence  lias 
been,  as  was  foreseen,  the  enormous  increase  of 
local  banks.  The  pet  bank  system  soon  exploded, 
to  the  dismay  of  its  authors,  but  its  mischiefs  in  part 
still  exist.  That  such  has  been  (he  result  is  not 
matter  of  opinion  and  conjecture,  but  of  fact.  It  is 
the  Jackson  and  Van  Bureti  administrations  and 
their  supporters  who  have  been  the  authors  of  the 
excessive  increase  of  banks  in  (lie  country,  and  who 
ought  therefore  to  be  called  the  bank  party.  In 
proof  of  this  position  we  refer  tiie  reader  to  the  fol- 
lowing elaborate,  and  a3  we  believe  correct  state- 
ment, which  we  copy: 

From  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 

Tiie  subjoined  tables  will  be  found  to  contain 
much  valuable  information.  No.  1 exhibits  in  the 
first  column  the  number  of  banks  and  authorised 
capital  in  the  states,  territories,  &c.  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1S20.  The  second  column  shows  (lie 
number  of* hanks  and  authorised  capital  on  the  1st 
January,  1830.  Thus  demonstrating  die  gradual 
and  cautious  increase  of  bank  capital  from  1820  to 
1&80,  and  its  boundless  and  visionary  expansion 
during  the  seven  successive  years. 

The  facts  here  disclosed  must  be  astounding  to 
every'  one  who  lias  not  minutely  examined  tlie  sub- 
ject. They  show  that  from  1820  to  1830  tlie  in- 
crease of  banks  throughout  tlie  country  was  only 
22,  and  the  increase  of  capital  $7,981,557,  while 
from  1830  to  1S37  there  were  34S  new  hanks  char- 
tered, with  $2fi8,12S,900  capital. 

The  second  table,  No.  If,  exhibits  the  predomi- 
nant party  in  the  various  state  legislatures,  territo- 
ries, &.C.  during  the  period  from  1830  to  1837,  when 
the  34S  new  banks  were  created,  as  referred  to  in 
the  first  tahle.  The  legislatures  of  the  territories 
being  subject  to  the  control  of  the  national  admi- 
nistration, in  the  regulation  of  its  policy,  (tlie  go- 
vernor of  eacli  territory  being  appointed  by  tlie 
president.  See  ) and  congress  being  tlie  local  legis- 
lature of  the  District  of  Columbia,  they  are  properly 
classed  with  the  party  in  power. 
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By  an  enumeration  ol  the  legislatures  of  the  various-  states,  it  vviil  be  found 
that  118  were  Jackson  ami  Van  Buren,  3 Calhoun,  amt  40  anti-Jackson  or 
whig. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that,  although  the  legislatures  of  some  of  the  states 
were  anti-Jackson  during  the  period  from  1830  to  1837,  still  it  was  not  unna- 
tural that  they  should  have  been  influenced  by  the  pervading  policy  of  the  ge- 
neral government  for  creating  state  banks  to  supply  the  vacuum  occasioned 
by  the  veto  of  the  U.  Slates  bank,  thus  aiding  the  formation  of  that  league 
of  deposite  or  pel  banks  which  president  Jackson  proposed  to  substitute  for 
the  United  States  bank  and  its  branches.  These  anti  Jackson  legislatures, al- 
though their  doings  slightly  affected  the  general  result,  merely  adapted  them- 
selves to  the  policy  prescribed  by  our  national  rulers,  and  should  be  regarded 
in  the  same  light  as  the  opponents  of  the  administration  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
John  Q.  Adams,  neither  being  accountable  when  the  reins  of  government  and 
the  moulding  of  measures  were  not  in  the  hands  of  their  political  friends.  It  is 
worthy  of  especial  remark  that  in  New  Jersey,  from  1830  to  1837,  the  whigs 
were  in  power  but  one  year,  viz:  the  legislature  which  was  elected  in  1832,  and 
held  its  principal  session  in  January  and  February,  1833.  No  bank  was  char- 
tered by  the  whig  legislature:  the  whole  number  of  banks  being  8,  and  the  in- 
creased capital  amounting  to  $5,- 458, 000,  were  authorised  by  Jackson  and  Fan 
Buren  legislatures. 

The  third  table,  No.  Ill,  is  a condensation  of  the  statistics  furnished  by  the 
first  two,  exhibiting  in  addition  the  precise  number  of  banks  chartered  and 
capital  authorised  by  each  of  the  political  parties  through  the  legislature,  in 
which  they  respectively  had  the  ascendancy. 

It  thus  appears  that  by  the  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  party  224  banks  were 
chartered,  with  an  authorised  capital  of  $205,650,615,  while  their  opponents 
created  124  banks,  with  a capital  of  only  $62,478,285,  or  less  than  one-third. 
The  banks  of  the  latter  being  institutions  of  moderate  capital,  designed  for 
local  convenience  where  the  veto  of  the  U.  S.  bank  had  deprived  the  people 
of  the  facilities  for  their  commercial  operations  which  they  had  previously  en- 
joyed. 

In  consequence  of  this  inordinate  increase  of  banking  capital,  together  with 
the  slrong  injunctions  of  the  president  and  hi3  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the 
banks  to  be  liberal  in  their  discounts,  the  ratio  of  their  paper  circulation  to 
their  specie,  which  had  previously  been  about  3 to  1,  was  so  enlarged  as  to  be 
in  the  proportion  of  more  than  6 to  1,  until  finally  their  issues  became  too  great 
for  redemption. 

Speculation,  by  reason  of  the  increased  facilities  for  borrowing  money,  and 
the  unnatural  and  delusive  value  given  to  property  by  an  inflated  paper  circu- 
lation, the  suspension  of  the  banks,  and  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  with 
the  destruction  of  the  credit  system,  have  been  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
the  experiments  ofthe  present  and  late  administrations.  Having  originated  the 
modern  banking  system,  with  all  its  disastrous  influence,  they  now,  with  a 
ruthless  and  destructive  spirit,  (unnatural,  because  directed  against  their  off- 
spring), endeavor  to  determine  the  whole  basis  upon  which  sound  banks  and 
credit  are  founded,  by  abstracting,  through  the  operations  ofthe  sub-treasury 
scheme,  all  the  specie  from  the  institutions  of  the  people,  and  placing  it  in  the 
vaults  of  the  national  treasury,  thereby  securing  hard  money  for  the  government 
and  officeholders,  and  irredeemable  paper  or  rags  for  the  people. 

The  whigs,  on  the  contrary,  although  strongly  condemning  the  departure 
from  the  good  old-fashioned  system  of  finance  which  existed  prior  to  the  pre- 
sent administration,  and  especially  deprecating  the  vast  multiplication  of  banks 
and  bank  capital  through  the  course  of  policy  of  the  party  in  power,  neverthe- 
less regard  the  banks  as  institutions  authorised  by  law.  And,  as  many  inno- 
cent and  unprotected  individuals  have  made  investments  in  them,  and  as  they 
have  become  incorporated  to  a considerable  extent  with  the  business  and  in- 
terests ofthe  people,  it  becomes  their  dut}’,  as  it  will  be  their  pleasure,  to  re- 
store the  currency,  and  to  regulate  the  banking  system,  as  they  were  in  those 
good  old  times  when  rulers  of  their  choice  were  in  power — infusing  a mild  and 
paternal  spirit  in  their  measures,  and  adopting  that  noble  conservative  senti- 
ment, “preserve  and  regulate,  but  not  destroy.” 

No.  I — Exhibiting  the  increase  of  banks  and  capital,  from  1820  to  1830,  and 
from  1830  to  1837. 

January  1st,  1820.  January  lsf,  1S30.  January  lsf,  1837. 


States  and  territories. 

O'  w 
. -se 

£ J 

Capital  au- 
thorised. 

No.  of] 
banks. 

Capital  au- 
thorised. 

No.  of 
banks. 

Capital  au- 
thorised. 

Maine 

15 

$1,654,900 

18 

$2,050,000 

59 

$5,535,000 

New  Hampshire,  . 

10 

1,005,276 

18 

1,791,670 

23 

2,663,308 

Vermont,  . . . 

1 

44,955 

10 

432,625 

30 

2,200,000 

Massachusetts  . . 

28 

10,584,700 

66 

20,420,000 

138 

40,830,000 

Rhode  Island,  . . 

30 

2,982,026 

47 

6,118,397 

64 

9,100,581 

Connecticut,  . . 

8 

3,689  337 

13 

4,435,177 

31 

8,519,308 

New  York,  . . . 

33 

18,988,774 

37 

20.083,353 

98 

37,303,400 

Pennsylvania,  . . 

36 

14,681,780 

33 

14,610,333 

50 

59,65S,482 

New  Jersey,  . . 

14 

2,130,949 

18 

2,017,009 

26 

7,575,000 

Delaware,  . . . 

6 

974,900 

5 

830,000 

4 

1,197,175 

Maryland,  . . . 

14 

6,703,131 

13 

6,250,495 

28 

29,175,000 

District  of  Columbia 

13 

5,525,319 

9 

3,875,794 

7 

3,504,000 

Virginia 

4 

5,212,192 

4 

5,571,100 

4 

6,71 1,300 

North  Carolina,  . . 

3 

2.964,887 

3 

3,195,000 

3 

2,600,000 

South  Caioliua,  . . 

5 

4,475,000 

5 

4,631,000 

8 

10.358,318 

Georgia,  . . . . 

4 

3,401,510 

9 

4,203,029 

14 

8,209,967 

Florida 

- 

- 

1 

75.000 

9 

9,800,000 

Alabama,  . . . 

3 

459,112 

2 

243,503 

3 

14,451,969 

Louisiana,  . . . 

4 

2,597,420 

4 

5,665,980 

15 

54,000,000 

Mississippi,  . . . 

1 

900,000 

1 

950,000 

n 

21,400,000 

Tennessee,  . . . 

Kentucky,  . . . 

8 

2,119,780 

1 

737,817 

3 

5,600,000 

42 

8,807,431 

- 

- 

4 

9,264,640 

Illinois 

2 

140,910 

_ 

- 

2 

2,800,000 

Indiana 

2 

202,857 

_ 

- 

1 

1,9SO,000 

Arkansas,  . . . 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3,500,000 

Ohio 

Michigan,  . . . 

20 

2,797,469 

11 

1,454,386 

32 

12,900,000 

- 

- 

1 

100,000 

17 

7,500,000 

307 

102,210,611 

329 

110,192,263 

677 

378,321,168 

Increase  of  banks 

from 

IS 20  to  1830 

22. 

Increase  of  c 

apital 

$7,981,657. 

Increase  ol  banks 

rom  1830  to  1837,348. 

Increase  of  capital,  $268,128,900. 

No.  II — .i  statement  showing  'he  ascendancy  of  party  from  1830  to  1836,  i.i  the 
sever'd  state  legislatures,  territories,  fyc. 


STATES. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833 

1834. 

1835. 

Maine 

Jackson 

Jackson. 

Jackson. 

Jackson. 

Jackson 

Jackson. 

New  Hampshire 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Vermont . 

Anti- J 

Anti-J. 

Anti-J. 

Anti  J. 

Anti-J. 

Anti  J. 

Massachusetts 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Rhode  Island  . 

Jackson 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Jackron. 

Connecticut 

Anti-J. 

Jackson 

Jackson 

do. 

do. 

do. 

New  York 

Jackson 

do. 

do. 

Jackson. 

Jackson. 

do. 

Pennsylvania  . 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

New  Jersey 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Anti-J. 

do. 

do. 

Delaware 

Anti-J. 

Anti-J. 

Anti-J 

do. 

do. 

do 

Maryland 

Jackson. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Anti-J. 

District  of  Columbia 

do. 

Jackson. 

Jackson 

Jackson 

do. 

Jackson. 

Virginia 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

North  Carolina 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

South  Carolina 

do. 

do. 

Calhoun 

Calhoun. 

Calhoun 

Calhoun. 

Georgia  . 

do. 

do. 

Jackson. 

Jackson 

Jackson 

Jackson. 

Florida  . 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Alabama 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Louisiana 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Mississippi 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Tennessee 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Kentucky 

do. 

Anti  J. 

Anti-J. 

Anti  J. 

Anti-J. 

Anti-J. 

Missouri 

do. 

Jackson. 

Jackson 

Jackson 

Jackson. 

Jackson. 

Illinois  . 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Indiana  . 

do. 

Anti-J. 

Anti-J 

do. 

Anti-J. 

Anti-J. 

Ohio 

do. 

Jackson 

do. 

do. 

Jackson. 

do. 

Michigan 

do. 

do. 

Jackson 

do. 

do. 

Jackson. 

Of  the  above  legislatures  118  were  Jackson  and  Van  Buren. 

4 Calhoun. 

40  anti  Jackson  or  whig. 


Total,  162 

No.  Ill — Ofthe  348  banks  chartered  from  January  1,  1830,  to  January  1,  1337, 
the  following  number . with  capital  annexed,  were  chartered  by  the  party  now  in 
power. 

Jackson  legislatures.  Whig  legislatures. 


Slates  and  territories. 

No.  o 
banks. 

Capital  au- 
thorised. 

No.  c 
banks, 

Capital  au- 
thorised. 

Maine,  .... 

41 

$3,480,000 

New  Hampshire, 

5 

871,638 

Rhode  Island, 

9 

1,500,000 

9 

$2,482,184 

Connecticut, 

9 

1,100,495 

9 

New  York, 

61 

17,220,107 

Pennsylvania, 

17 

44,048,149 

New  Jersey, 

8 

5,458,000 

- 

18,339,605 

Maryland, 

3 

4,584,900 

12 

Virginia — capital  increased, 

- 

1,140,000 

Georgia,  . 

5 

4,006,838 

Florida,  . . . . 

8 

9,725,000 

Louisiana,  . 

11 

47,334,000 

Mississippi, 

10 

20,450,000 

Alabama,  . 

1 

13,815,466 

Tennessee, 

2 

4,863,000 

Illinois 

2 

2,800,000 

Michigan, 

16 

7,400,000 

9 

Ohio,  .... 

12 

6,245,614 

- 

5,200,000 

Arkansas,  .... 

2 

3,500,000 

South  Carolina,  . 

5 

4,332,408 

Vermont,  . 

- 

- 

9 

1,767,375 

Massachusetts,  . 

- 

- 

71 

20,410,000 

Kentucky, 

- 

- 

4 

9,264  640 

Indiana 

1 

1,9S0,900 

224 

$205,650,615 

124 

$62,478,285 

RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  banks  increased  by  administration  legislatures  224 

Capital  increased  by 

ditto  ditto 

$205,650,615 

Number  of  banks  increased  by  whig 

legislatures 

124 

Capital  increased  by 

ditto 

ditto 

62,47S,285 

Total  increase 

348 

$268,128,900 

John  Quincy  Adams  and  gen.  Jackson.  The  hon.  John  Quincy  Adams 
has  recently  been  unanimously  nominated  lor  re  election  to  congress  by  the 
whigs  of  his  district.  In  his  reply  to  the  letter  asking  his  acceptance,  he  says: 
From  the  first  organization  of  the  government  of  the  U.  States  under  their 
present  constitution,  until  very  recently,  a sense  of  decorum  universally  pre- 
vailing, has  forbidden  a president  ofthe  United  States  from  active  or  even  indi- 
rect canvassing  of  votes  lor  himself,  and  has  alike  interdicted  the  exercise  of 
influence  by  any  preceding  president,  upon  the  election  of  his  successor.  I 
have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  depart  from  this  rule,  and  therefore  have  ab- 
stained from  attending  at  any  of  the  public  meetings  held  within  the  last 
twelve  months,  with  reference  to  the  approaching  presidential  election.  I have 
deemed  it  may  duty  to  leave  the  people  of  this  union  to  make  up  their  own 
minds,  upon  whom  they  will  confer  the  honor,  and  impose  the  burden  of  their 
chief  magistracy — and  in  pursuance  of  the  same  obligation,  I have  refrained 
from  addressing  my  constituents,  even  by  letter,  as  I had  occasionally  done 
before:  but  which  could  not  have  failed  at  this  time  to  be  attributed  to  the  de- 
sire of  influencing  the  election  ofthe  president,  or  even  to  a motive  still  more 
selfish  and  sordid.  It  is  a source  of  satisfaction  to  me  to  perceive  that  the  peo- 
ple in  all  parts  of  the  union  have  made  up  their  minds,  without  needing  ex- 
hortation or  solicitations  from  me.  I am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your 
friend  and  fellow  citizen,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
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Tue  abolition  ticket.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
thinks  it  probable  that  500  votes  were  polled  in  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  30th,  for  the  abolition  ticket.  In 
Philidelphia  city  and  county  that  ticket  received  107, 
in  Dauphin  47,  Cumberland  3,  Adams  1,  Lancaster 
3,  Chester  25,  Bradford  60,  Beaver  20  and  Susquehan- 
na 31. 

Alloys  of  metals.  A curious  and  valuable  disco- 
very has  just  been  made  in  the  alloys  of  metals.  It  is 
said  that  a manufacturer  of  Paris  has  invented  a com- 
position  much  less  oxidable  than  silver  and  which 
will  not  melt  at  less  than  a heat  treble  that  which 
silver  will  bear.  The  cost  of  it  is  less  than  4d.  an 
ounce.  _ 

Another  improvement  is  in  steel;  an  Englishman  in 
Brussels  has  discovered  a mode  of  casling  iron  so  that 
it  flows  from  the  furnace  pure  steel,  better  than  the 
best  cast  steel  and  almost  equal  to  that  which  has  un- 
dergone the  process  of  heating.  The  cost  of  this  r teel 
is  only  a farthing  per  pound  greater  than  that  of  cast 
iron. 

Professor  Arndt.  The  German  patriot,.  Arndt, 
who  has  been  incarcerated  twenty-one  years. in  a for- 
tress, has  been  released  bj'  the  king  of  Prussia.  The 
London  Sun,  in  giving  some  account  ot  this  man,  once 
the  terror  of  the  Germanic  crowned  heads,  says:— 
“That  he  was  imprisoned  not  for  any  misdeeds,  but 
his  popularity.  The  students  sung  his  hymns  tq  liber- 
ty, repeated  his  burning  words  and  frightened  kings. — 
By  the  patriotic  exertions  of  the  Germans,  the  French 
were  driven  across  the  Rhine,  and  when  they  claimed 
their  promised  reward  of  a liberal  constitution,  they 
were  answered  with  stripes,  dungeons  and  fetters. — 
Arndt,  we  believe,  was  one  of  those  who  felt  most 
deeply  the  faithlessness  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
most  loudly  and  eloquently  expressed  his  indignation. 
For  that  lie  was  imprisoned  and  for  that  he  has  been 
kept  in  prison  for  twenty-one  years.  The  present  king 
of  Prussia  has  the  merit  of  releasing  him,  of  restoring 
him  to  his  professorship,  and  of  compensating  him  for 
a part  of  the  pecuniary  loss  he  has  sustained  by  his 
imprisonment.  But  the  tyrant  who  confined  him  could 
no  more  restore  Arndt  the  years  of  which  he  deprived 
him,  than  he  could  restore  the  dead  to  life.  Arndt  has 
been  robbed  of  his  fame,  past  all  human  powers  to  give 
him  redress.  For  twenty-one  years  he  has  been  dead 
to  Europe,  and  he  comes  forth  from  his  dungeon  only 
for  men  to  ask  who  is  Arndt?’’ 

Perhaps  the  London  Sun  libels  his  countrymen,  by 
supposing  that  this  patriot  has  been  forgotten.  We  have 
heard  many  old  Germans  speak  of  him,  with  an  enthu- 
siastic attachment,  worthy  of  the  countrymen  of  Kor- 
ner,  and  although  the  younger  portion  of  the  nation 
may  have  forgotten  him,  his  privations,  sufferings  and 
noble  patriotism,  are  the  frequent  theme  of  German  gra- 
titude. [ Pennsylvania  Telegraph. 

Tee  rev.  Henry  B.  Bascom,  D.  D.  professor  of 
moral  science  and  belle  lettres  in  the  Augusta  college 
of  Kentucky,  has  been  unanimously  elected  to  the  pre- 
sidency of  the  college  of  Louisiana,  at  Jackson. 

British  colonial  dominions,  1840. 

Clergy  of  the 


Counties. 

Area  in 
uare  miles. 

Population. 

church  oj 
England. 

England  & Wales 

58,000 

15,000  000 

15,000 

Lower  Canada 

200,000 

650  000 

54 

Upper  Canada 

100,000 

450,000 

85 

New  Brunswick 

27,000 

160,000 

30 

Nova  Scotia 

15,000 

170  000 

37 

Newfoundland 

36,000] 

74,000 

13 

W.  I.  Islands 

15.000 

80J.000 

165 

British  Guiana 

100,000 

99,000 

19 

C.  of  Good  Hope 

110,000 

150.000 

10 

British  India 

1.100,000 

100,000  000 

136 

A ustralia 

3,000,000 

100,000 

14 

Van  Diem’s  Land 

24,000 

50,000 

16 

Bunker  hill  monument.  We  have  the  pleasure  of 
announcing,  says  the  Boston  Times,  that  contracts  for 
completing  the  monument  of  Bunker  Hill,  were  yester- 
day signed  by  the  contractor,  Mr.  James  S.  Savage, 
on  the  one  part,  and  by  the  president  of  the  monument 
association  on  the  other.  It  is  specified  that  the  mo- 
nument shall  be  completed  agreeably  to  the  original  de- 
sign, by  the  first  of  October,  1343,  for  the  sum  of 
§143,000.  Mr.  Savage  will  commence  operations  at  the 
quariy,  immediately,  and  will  begin  to  lay  the  stone  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  ensuing  spring. 

Canal  commerce.  Cleveland,  Nov.  2 d,  1340.  Of 
property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight,  there  arriv- 
ed at  Cleveland  bv  way  of  the  canal,  during  the  past 
month,  34.361,934  pounds;  during  the  month  of  October 
last  year,  34,079,607  do.  The  following  comprise  the 
chief  articles  that  arrived,  viz:  261.430  bushels  wheat, 
5,137  do.  flax  seed,  5,136  do.  corn,  25  917  do.  mineral 
coal,  63.620  barrels  flour,  1,713  do.  whiskey,  193  do. 
pork,  267,092  pounds  of  butter,  309,349  do.  iron  and 
nails,  115,814  do.  merchandise.  295  cords  wood. 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight,  there 
were  cleared  from  Cleveland  by  way  of  the  canal  dur- 
ing the  past  month,  9 056,094  pounds;  during  the  cor- 
responding month  last  year,  12,032,856  do.  The  chief 
articles  cleared  are  the  following,  viz:  18,205  barrels 
salt.  1,441  do.  lake  fish,  2,244,721  pounds  merchandise, 
177  662  do,  furniture,  163,892  do.  gypsum,  212,334  feet 
lumber,  440  thousand  shingles. 

Cincinnati.  The  official  returns  of  the  census,  give 
a population  of  45,332  to  Cincinnati — 44,127  whiles 


and  1 255  colored.  That  city  contains  5,315  boys  and 
girls  in  schools  and  2,911  white  adults  who  cannot  read 
or  write. 

Census  of  St.  Louis  county,  Mo.  The  population  of 
the  county,  excluding  the  city  of  St.  Louis  and  town- 
ship, is  11,330. 

Value  of  the  products  of  the  dairy,  §12,233 

Value  of  the  products  of  the  orchard,  18,465 

Value  of  home-made  or  family  goods,  13,495 

Value  of  produce  of  market  gardeners,  20,331 

Value  of  produce  of  nurseries  and  florists,  2,025 
Live  stock. 

Number  of  horses  and  mules,  3,740 

“ “ neat  cattle,  13,193 

“ “ sheep,  8,478 

“ “ swine,  22,649 

Estimated  value  of -poultry  of  all  kinds,  $11,233 

Grains. 

Number  of  bushels  ol  wheat,  58,677 

“ barely,  1,865 

“ oats,  91,956 

“ rye,  5,638 

“ buckwheat,  1,903 

“ Indian  corn,  451,144 

Various  crops. 

Pounds  of  wool,  8,651 

“ “ hops,  435 

“ “ wax,  1,758 

Bushels  of  potatoes,  81,310 

Tons  of  hay,  4,147 

“ of  hemp  and  flax,  9,905 

Pounds  of  tobacco  gathered,  197,045 

The  number  of  bushels  ot  bituminous  coal  raised,  is 
233,000 — capital  invested,  $11,600. 

There  are  4 tanneries — capital  invested,  $2,500 

13  grist  and  7 saw  mills — capital,  12,050 

3 distilleries. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  Philadelphia  63,  of 
which  22  were  persons  under  five  years  of  age. 

Cotton  market.  New  Orleans,  Oct.  31.  Our  sales 
on  Wednesday  last  were  600  bales;  Thursday  1,300, 
and  yesterday  2,000,  together  3,900  bales,  at  prices 
rather  in  favor  of  buyers.  Among  the  above  we  note 
sales  of  450  Mississippi  good  middling  at  8|c.;  5S0 
Louisiana  barely  middling  fair  at  8gc.;  200  Mississippi 
fully  middling  fair  atSac.;  250  Mississippi  fully  middling 
fair  at  8Jc.;  569  western  district  and  Mississippi  mid- 
dling fair  at  8jc.;  350  Louisiana  good  middling  at  8Jc.; 
570  Mississippi  middling  at  SJc.;  230  Louisiana  good 
ordinary  at  7|c.  and  70  Mississippi  ordinary  at 7^c. 

Escape.  Genera!  Harrison  arrived  in  the  city  this 
morning  from  North  Bend  in  excellent  health.  A little 
accident  occurred  to  him  yesterday,  which  shows  that 
he  is  not  quite  so  decrepit  as  his  enemies  represent  him. 
He  was  riding  over  a part  of  his  farm,  through  which 
the  tunnel  of  the  Whitewater  canal  passes,  in  a place 
which  seemed  as  smooth  and  as  well  covered  with 
grass  as  any  other  part  of  the  field;  suddenly  he  felt 
his  horse  sinking,  and  thought  he  was  about  to  fall; 
the  general  sprang  from  him  alighted  upon  the  firm 
ground,  arid  the  horse  fell  from  15  to  20  feet  into  a 
kind  of  sink  hole,  caused  by  the  tunneling  beneath. 
The  general  escaped  without  the  slightest  injury. 

[ Cincinnati  Rep. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  S|;  on  France 
5 l2t;on  Philadelphia  2J;  Baltimore  1];  Charleston  lj; 
Savannah  4;  Mobile  4.j;  New  Orleans  2k;  Nashville 
8jn9;  Cincinnati  5u5j;  Natchez  20a25;  St.  "Louis  5ta6 

The  ex-king  of  Holland.  Mr.  Walsh  states  that 
the  personal  fortune  of  William,  ex-king  of  Holland, 
is  estimated  at  160,000,000  of  francs,  and  the  deficit 
which  he  has  left  in  the  public  finances  at  from 
60,000,000  to  100,000,000  of  florins! 

The  iron  trade.  A correspondent  of  an  English 
paper  says — “Sir  John  Guest  is  paying  £24,000  per 
month  in  wages,  and  he  is  the  only  iron  master  in  this 
country  that  has  erected  a public  school.’’  The  per- 
sons employed  at  the  Dowlais  works  are  between  4,000 
and  5,000,  so  that  the  wages  will  average  about  23s.  per 
week  for  each  person.” 

Insurrection.  The  Now  Orleans  correspondent  of 
the  Baltimore  American  writes  on  the  30th  ult.  We 
learn  from  the  Opelousas  Gazette,  that  a plot  has  been 
discovered  among  the  slaves  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary, 
for  art  insurrection.  Ten  have  been  arrested  on  the 
information  of  a negro  woman,  wife  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ers. The  chief  one  being  apprehended,  hung  himself 
with  a handkerchief.  Two  white  men  are  said  to  be 
concerned  in  the  affair.  The  trial  of  the  suspected 
persons  comes  on  in  a few  days. 

Methodists  in  Michigan.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church  in  Michigan  is  11,468, 
viz:  11,267  white  members,  12  colored”  and  S7  In- 
dians. The  number  of  ministers73,  and  local  preach- 
ers 1 16. 

A mortar  made  after  the  model  of  that  which  was 
employed  at  the  seige  of  Antwerp,  and  which  is  des- 
tined for  the  museum  of  artillery  at  Brussels,  left  Ant- 
werp for  that  city  on  the  15th  ult.  It  weighs  20,240 
1'os.  Five  shells,  weighing  5,000  lbs.  were  sent  with  it. 

Newstafers.  Seven  daily  papers  are  now  published 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Rail  roads.  The  Great  Western  railway  has  run 
29,200,000  miles,  and  carried  1,500,000  passengers  with 


out  any  accident  fatal  to  a passenger,  from  its  opening, 
two  years  and  three,  months. 


Religious  statistics.  The  following  information, 
collected  with  much  trouble  by  the  committee  of  the 
society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  in  foreign 
parts,  is  extremely  important.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 
Christians,  260,000,000 

Jews,  4.000,000 

Mahomedans,  96,000.000 

Idolators  of  all  sorts,  500,000,000 


Total  population  of  the  world  860,000,000 


Special  election.  The  election  in  Pennsylvania  of 
a member  of  congress  for  ihe  thirteenth  congressional 
district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland.  Perry 
and  Juniata,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the, 
death  of  the  honorable  William  S.  Ramsey,  will  take 
place,  in  accordance  with  a proclamation  of  the  go- 
vernor, on  Friday,  the  20th  day  of  November  in- 
stant. 


Schools  in  Ireland.  There  are  now  in  Ireland 
1,581  national  schools,  attended  by  205,000  children. 
Increase  during  the  year  197  schools  23,736  children. 
In  the  education  of  the  child  is  the  destinies  of  the 
nation  concerned.  To  the  oft  recurring  inquiry — 
what  can  be  done  to  remove  this  or  that  evil  which 
interests  society,  the  almost  invariable  reply  is,  and 
must  be — educate  properly  the  rising  generation.  Is 
not  this  obvious  and  well  known  maxim  too  little  re- 
membered and  acted  on  even  in  the  attempts  to  reform 
what  is  wrong  in  our  country? 


Steamboat  disasters.  The  boiler  of  the  steamboat 
Lc  Roy  Washington,  captain  Smith,  exploded  and  she 
took  fire  and  was  burnt  on  the  night  of  the  25th  ult. 
having  on  board  the  mail  from  Cattahoochee  to  Iola. 
The  mail  was  saved  at  eminent  peril  by  Mr.  Sutton. 
But  six  persons  lost  their  lives,  viz:  Daniel  Rowlett, 
passenger;  Washington  Smith,  master;  John  Ashton, 
engineer;  Pressly  Hicks  and  John  Waller,  firemen; 
Henry  Carter,  a free  mulatto,  steward.  The  names  of 
the  wounded  are  Mr.  Holloman,  pilot;  Sam  Smothers, 
a free  mulatto,  cook;  a black  woman  belonging  to  the 
boat,  and  a negro  boy  belonging  to  judge  Spangler. 
Mr.  Willis  Alston,  a passenger,  jumped  into  the  yawl 
and  escaped.  A Mr.  Tappan,  who  went  on  board,  to 
assist  the  wounded  and  recover  bodies,  was  left,  the 
yawl  having  been  taken  on  shore  with  the  wounded. 
The  fire  gained  fearfully  on  him;  and  though  rescued 
by  the  return  of  the  yawl,  a few  minutes’  delay  would 
have  rendered  his  rescue  impossible. 

The  Empress  and  the  Monarch,  two  majestic  boats, 
were  completely  demolished  by  fire  upon  the  river  early 
yesterday  morning.  The  Empress  was  up  for  St.  Louis. 
Between  three  and  four  o’clock  yesterday  morning  she 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  but  so  rapid  was  the  pro- 
gress of  the  flames  that  all  efforts  to  check  the  confla- 
gration proved  unavailing.  There  being  no  possibility 
of  saving  the  boat,  and  her  presence  placing  the  other 
boats  in  manifest  danger,  she  was  cut  loose  and  suffer- 
ed to  float  off  into  the  steam.  She  floated  across  the 
river  touching  the  opposite  shore  at  Slaughter  house 
Point,  and  communicated  her  fire  to  the  Monarch, 
which  was  there  at  the  ship  yard,  undergoing  repairs. 
Both  the  doomed  vessels  were  from  here  towed  out  in 
the  stream  by  a ferry  boat,  and  cast  loose,  from  whence 
they  floated  down  the  river,  and  the  two  hulks  sank  iu 
fifteen  feet  water,  some  six  or  seven  miles  below  the 
c'ty. 

The  Empress,  wilh  her  corgo,  principally  salt,  was 
valued  at  $30,000;  and  capt.  Bacon,  her  commander, 
never  left  her  till  she  was  cast  loose  by  the  ferry  boat, 
and  was  actually  sinking.  The  Monarch  was  valued 
at  $40,000,  upon  which  there  was  insurance  to  the 
amount  of  $25,000.  [A?.  O.  Picayune,  of  the  30th. 

Steamer.  The  steam  packet  Acadia,  capt.  Miller, 
arrived  at  Halifax  from  Boston,  on  the  3d  instant,  in  a 
passage  of  forty-two  hours — and  sailed  on  the  same  day 
for  Liverpool  with  fifteen  additional  passengers. 


Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  in  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia 68L 


Sugar  CRor.  The  New  Orleans  Crescent  says  the 
sugar  crop  in  Louisiana  will  be  very  large  this  year. 

Temperance.  The  day  before  the  election  in  Ohio, 
the  ministers  of  the  different  churches  took  occasion  10 
entreat  their  several  congregations  to  abstain  from  all 
manner  of  violence.  Nearly  all  the  places  where  li- 
quor was  sold  were  closed  on  the  day  of  election,  and 
to  these  efforts  are  attributed  the  order  observed  at  the 
polls. 

Weather.  There  was  a fall  of  snow  in  Frankfort, 
Kentucky,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  which  continued  several 
hours.  This  is  rather  early  for  the  introduction  of 
winter  in  that  quarter.  Oil  the  25di  snow  fell  at  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  depih  of  6 or  8 inches.  It  was 
followed  on  the-  26th  and  27th  by  a pretty  stiff  freeze; 
and  on  the  28th  by  south  wind  and  rain  which  soon 
stripped  the  earth  of  its  white  mantle. 

Wood  and  stone  pavements.  It  is  found  that  Ox- 
ford street,  London,  can  be  paved  with  Kyanised 
wood  for  $91,200;  and  with  smooth  granite  for 
$134,400.  Thestreet,  contains  a surface  of  30,000  square 
yards. 

If  paved  with  wood,  the  pavement  in  this  street  can 
be  kept  in  good  repair  at  an  annual  expense  of  60  cents 
per  square  yard;  if  Macadamized,  it  will  require  an  an- 
nual expense  of  $1  03  cents  per  square  yard. 
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Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  irank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Someof  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
etters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 
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will  be  assembled,  and  choose  the  Van  Buren  elec- 
tors. 

Vermont.  The  returns  so  far  promise  a majo- 
rity of  nearly  15,000  votes  for  the  Harrison  ticket. 

Virginia.  The  Richmond  Whig  states  that 
official  returns  have  been  received  at  the  state  de- 
partment from  one  hundred  counties  and  four  towns, 
which  give  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  38,209  votes,  and 
for  general  Harrison  36,587;  making  a Van  Buren 
majority  in  these  counties  of  1,622. 

In  nineteen  counties,  from  which  official  returns 
have  not  yet  been  received,  the  repotted  majority 
for  Harrison  is  217. 

Nearly  80,000  votes  have  been  polled — the  largest 
vote,  by  30,000,  ever  taken  since  the  formation  of 
the  government.  Compared  with  the  poll  of  1836, 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  whig  vote,  by  changes 
and  young  men  coming  of  age,  of  about  16,000, 
whilst  the  Van  Buren  vote  is  increased  about  10,000. 

North  Carolina.  Returns  from  sixteen  coun- 
ties give  the  Harrison  ticket  a majority  of  1,621, 
and  an  increase  of  800  votes  over  the  aggregate 
whig  majority  in  the  same  counties  at  the  August 
election. 

Mississippi.  Reports  from  thirty-one  counties 
exhibit  a whig  gain  of  3,800  votes  over  the  elec- 
tion of  1839,  when  governor  McNutt  had  a ma- 
jority of  3,114;  nearly  the  whole  of  which  majori- 
ty was  received  in  the  twenty  five  counties  yet  to 
be  heard  from. 

Louisiana.  The  returns,  official  and  unofficial, 
from  all  the  parishes  in  this  state  except  Natchi- 
toches, Washita,  Claiborne,  Union  and  Caddo,  show 
a Harrison  majority  of  3,750 — being  a whig  gain 
since  the  July  election  of  1,750.  The  parishes  to 
be  heard  from,  it  is  supposed,  will  reduce  this  ma- 
jority from  50  to  100  votes. 

Tennessee.  The  Harrison  majority  in  53  coun- 
ties amounts  to  14,379  votes. 

Ohio.  The  official  returns  from  all  the  counties 
of  this  state  give  general  Harrison  a majority  of 
23,361  votes.  The  aggregate  vote  of  the  state  was 
273,824,  which  were  thus  thrown  (discarding  903, 
given  to  Mr.  Birney,  the  abolition  candidate:) 

For  gen.  Harrison,  148,141 

For  Mr.  Van  Buren,  124,780 


presidential  election. 
Results — so  far  as  ascertained. 
Electoral  vote.  Aggregate 


vote. 


states.  Harri- 

Van 

Harri- 

Fan 

son. 

Buren. 

son. 

Buren. 

Maine, 

10 

0 

New  Hampshire,  0 

7 

25,483 

31,919 

Vermont, 

7 

0 

Massachusetts, 

14 

0 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

0 

5,157 

3,181 

Connecticut, 

8 

0 

31,212 

24,888 

New  York, 

42 

0 

New  Jersey, 

8 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

0 

144,018 

143,675 

Delaware, 

3 

0 

Maryland, 

10 

0 

33,529 

28,754 

Virginia, 

0 

23 

North  Carolina, 

15 

0 

Georgia, 

11 

0 

Mississippi, 

4 

0 

Louisiana, 

5 

0 

Tennessee, 

15 

0 

Kentucky, 

15 

0 

Ohio, 

21 

0 

14S.141 

124,780 

Indiana, 

9 

0 

Missouri, 

0 

4 

Michigan, 

3 

0 

234  34 

Necessary  to  a choice  148. 


Maine.  Nine  of  the  remote  towns  remain  yet  to 
be  heard  from,  which  in  Sept,  last,  gave  altogether 
only  303  votes,  and  they  were  nearly  equally  divid- 
ed. The  vote  so  far  stands: 

For  Harrison,  45,664 

For  Van  Buren,  44,915 


Majority,  749 

The  Augusta  Age  gives  returns  from  nearlj'  all 
the  state,  which  are  for  Van  Buren  45,234,  Harrison 
45,335;  and  the  towns  to  hear  from  gave  Fairfield 
195,  Kent  118.  The  Bay  State  Democrat  thinks  the 
scattering  will  probably  prevent  a choice,  and  the 
present  legislature,  which  is  strongly  Vau  Buren, 
Vol.  IX— Sig  12. 


Illinois.  We  have  returns  from  all  the  counties 
of  the  state  save  ten;  but  they  leave  the  final  issue 
still  in  doubt. 

Missouri.  From  the  returns  received,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  this  state  has  given  an  increased  ma- 
jority for  Van  Buren. 

Michigan.  The  New  York  Courier  has  receiv- 
ed from  a correspondent,  returns  ol  the  presidential 
election  from  all  the  counties  of  the  state,  exhibiting 
a Harrison  majority  of  2,704  votes. 

the  next  congress. 

Senate.  The  senate  is  at  present  constituted  as 
follows;  there  being  five  vacancies.  The  year 
mentioned  at  the  top  shows  the  date  when  their  re- 
spective terms  of  service  expire.  Those  in  italics 
are  Van  Buren  men. 


States. 

1841. 

1843. 

1845. 

Maine, 

Ruggles, 

Williams, 

N.  Hampshire,  Hubbard, 

Pierce, 

Vermont, 

Prentiss, 

Phelps, 

Massachusetts, 

Davis, 

Webster, 

Rhode  Island, 

Knight, 

Dixon, 

Connectiut, 

Smilh, 

Huntington 

New  York, 

Wright , 

Tallmadge, 

New  Jersey, 

Wall, 

Sou  hard, 

Pennsylvania, 

Buchanan, 

Sturgeon, 

Delaware, 

Clayton, 

[vacancy] , 

Maryland, 

[vacancy],  Merrick, 

Virginia, 

Roane, 

[vacancy], 

N.  Carolina, 

[vacancy], 

[vacancy] 

S.  Carolina, 

Calhoun, 

Preston, 

Georgia, 

Lumpkin, 

Cuihbert, 

Kentucky, 

Crit'eiiden, 

Clay, 

Tennessee, 

jlnderson. 

Grundy, 

Ohio, 

Mien, 

Tappan, 

Louisiana, 

Nicholas, 

Moulon, 

Michigan, 

Norvell, 

Porter, 

Arkansas, 

Fulton, 

Sevier, 

Missiouri, 

Linn, 

Benton, 

A labatna, 

King, 

Clay , 

Illinois, 

Robinson , 

Young, 

M ississippi, 

Walker, 

Henderson, 

Indiana, 

Smilh, 

White. 

The  senators  named  in  the  first  column,  retire 
prior  to,  or  simultaneously  with,  the  induction 
of  gen.  Harrison  into  office,  by  the  expiration  of 
their  term.  Of  these  seventeen  senators,  all  are 
Van  Buren  men  except  five,  whose  names  are  print- 
ed in  Roman.  Of  the  thirty  who  hold  over,  and 
who  will  regularly  continue  in  office  during  the 
whole  or  a part  of  gen.  Harrison’s  administration, 
14  are  whigs,  (their  names  are  printed  in  Roman), 
and  16  Van  Buren  men.  One  whig  senator,  Mr. 
James  F.  Simmons,  of  Rhode  Island,  has  been 
elected  within  a few  days  past,  for  six  years  from 
the  4th  of  March  next;  leaving  21  to  be  elected 
between  nowand  the  date  just  mentioned,  either 
for  a full  term,  or  to  fill  vacancies.  Of  these  it 
may  be  expected  that  at  least  14  will  be  whigs, 
viz:  one  from  Maine,  one  from  Massachusetts,  one 
from  New  Jersey,  two  from  Delaware,  two  from 
Virginia,  two  from  North  Carolina,  one  from  Geor- 
gia, one  from  Kentucky,  one  from  Louisiana,  one 
from  Maryland,  and  one  from  Michigan.  There]  is 
a chance  also  for  a whig  from  Tennessee,  instead 
of  Mr.  Anderson.  But  counting  only  those  to  be 
elected  by  legislatures  known  to  be  whig,  and 
leaving  the  rest  for  the  administration,  the  account 
would  stand  thus: 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Hold  over 

14 

16 

R.  Island  senator  elected 

1 

To  be  elected 

14 

7 

29 

23 

Total  52.  Such  will  probably  be  the  composi- 
tion of  the  new  senate;  giving  the  whigs  a majori- 
ty of  six. 

House  of  representatives.  The  Journal  gives  the 
names  of  the  members  thus  far  elected  to  the  27th 
congress,  adding  the  following  recapitulation: 

V-Rga»£  VgJL  V«c«ncies* 


Louisiana, 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Missouri, 

— 

2 

— 

- 

- 

Vermont, 

5 

— 

2 

- 

- 

Maine, 

4 

2 

2 

- 

2 

Georgia, 

9 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Pennsylvania, 

13 

14 

3 

1 

1 

Ohio, 

12 

7 

4 

- 

_ 

New  York, 

19 

21 

5 

7 

New  Jersey, 

6 

- 

5 

- 

- 

S.  Carolina, 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Delaware, 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

_ 

Michigan, 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Massachusetts, 

10 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Arkansas, 

83 

1 

57 

26 

9 

4 

Showing  a nett  whig  gain,  compared  with  the 
present  congress,  of  17  members,  which  makes  a 
difference  of  34  in  the  relative  strength  of  parties. 

One  hundred  and  two  members  are  yet  to  be 
chosen.  Total  242. 

The  present  house  of  representatives  comprises 
118  whigs  and  124  Van  Buren  men.  The  states 
above  mentioned  have  elected  83  whigs  and  57 
Van  Buren  men  to  the  next  congress;  and  if  the 
remaining  states  send  men  of  the  same  politics  as 
before,  the  house  will  comprise  135  whigs  and  107 
Van  Buren  men;  leaving  the  whigs  a majority  of 
28  in  the  house,  and  34  on  joint  ballot.  The 
chance  is  that  they  will  have  a larger  majority  than 
this,  rather  than  a smaller.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Chief  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. The  Newport  Argus  says:  “Our  late  es- 

teemed townsman,  and  former  editor  of  this  paper, 
Benjamin  B.  French,  esq.  has  been  appointed  by 
Mr.  Garland,  princip'l  cler'c,  chief  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  place  of 
Samuel  Burche,  esq.  removed. 

New  coin.  The  United  States  mint  is  engaged 
in  coining  a new  dollar  of  a smaller  diameter,  and 
consequently  more  convenient,  than  the  Spanish 
coin,  and  is  altogether  better  executed.  Three 

*We  have  put  these  down  as  vacancies  for  the  pre- 
sent, because  we  have  no  certain  information  of  the 
election.  It  however  appears  probable  that  .Joshua  A. 
Lowell,  V.  B.  is  re-elected  in  the  7th  district,  and  a V. 
B.  man  will  of  course  be  elected  in  the  5th;  the  failure 
to  elect  at  the  first  trial  having  resulted  from  the  fact, 
that  there  were  two  Van  Buren  candidates. 
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years  ago  a new  die  was  got  up,  the  coins  from 
which  looked  so  bad  that  it  was  broken  up. 

Lake  harbors.  The  people  bordering  upon 
the  great  lakes,  particularly  that  of  Michigan,  are 
preparing  for  vigorous  and  immediate  action  on  the 
subject  of  harbors.  Petitions  will  be  circulated 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  territories, 
strongly  urging  the  matter  upon  congress,  and  the 
necessity  of  making  ample  appropriations  for  their 
construction.  Navigation  upon  lake  Michigan  is 
now  nearly  over  for  the  season.  Shipping  mer- 
chants have  suffered  so  much  in  the  loss  of  proper- 
ty, and  the  privation  has  been  so  severely  felt  by 
our  seamen,  that  few  are  prepared  to  encounter  them 
after  October.  [ Amer . Sentinel. 

In  urging  this  matter  a late  number  of  the  South- 
port  (W.  T.)  Telegraph,  says: 

One  obvious  reason  why  vessels  are  so  little  in- 
clined to  hazard  the  navigation  of  lake  Michigan  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  is  the  total  destitution  of 
harbors,  or  any  place  of  safety  in  the  event  of 
storms.  Between  the  Manitoo  islands  and  Chicago, 
a distance  of  250  miles,  not  a single  port  or  shelter 
of  any  kind  presents  itself,  where  a steamboat  or  a 
vessel  can  find  protection  from  the  violence  of  the 
wind  and  waves. 

Importation  of  silk.  We  copy  the  following 
official  report  of  the  importation  of  sills  into  the 
United  States  during  the  year  1838-9,  from  the 
Journal  of  the  American  society: 

The  importation  of  silk  during  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1839,  amounted  to  neraly  twenty- 
three  millions  of  dollars,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing items  copied  from  the  report  of  the  secretary 
ot  the  treasury  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  United  States  for  that  year,  which  has  been  po- 
litely sent  us  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. — 
There  is  an  error  in  the  statement  published  in  the 
newspapers  of  upwards  of  two  millions,  as  compar- 
ed with  the  official  report;  the  newspaper  report 
making  the  amount  of  imports  from  other  places 
than  India  and  China,  $21,350,669;  and  the  official 
report  making  the  same  item  $18,685,295. 

Silks  from  India  and  China,  piece  goods,  $1,738,509 
Do.  do.  do.  sewings,  50,650 

Do.  sewings  from  other  places  than  In- 
dia, &c.  818,284 

Do.  raw  silk,  39,258 

Do.  from  other  places  than  India,  &c. 

lace  veils,  shawls,  shades,  See.  345,490 

Do.  other  manufactures,  from  other 

places  than  India,  &c.  18,685,295 

Manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted, 

$2,319,884,  allowing  one-half  the 

value  thereof  to  be  3ilk,  1,159,942 


$22,938,028 

Compared  with  other  ai  tides  imported,  that  of  silk 
is  one-fourth  more  than  the  amount  of  any  other. — 
The  amount  of  manufactures  of  cotton  imported, 
was  $14,692,397;  of  iron,  $12,051 ,668;  of  cloth  and 
cassimeies,  $7,078,906;  worsted  stuffs,  $7,025,898; 
other  manufactures  of  wool,  $3,567,161;  one-half 
the  value  of  silks  and  worsted  stuffs,  $1,169,042; 
total  woollen  goods,  $18,831,090.  The  importation 
of  sugar  amounted  to  $9,924,632;  linen,  $6,731,278. 
So  that  the  importations  of  silk  nearly  equals  that 
of  woollen  and  linen  together,  and  is  equal  to  half 
of  the  other  fabrics  combined.  Need  we  say  a word 
as  to  the  importance  of  saving  the  immense  expen- 
diture to  the  nation,  now  that  it  is  established  be- 
yond all  question  that  we  are  more  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  article  of  silk  ourselves  than  any  other 
country. 

Trade  with  France.  The  Baltimore  Ameri- 
can says:  The  packet  ships  for  Havre  for  some 
time  past  have  been  taking  quantities  of  specie 
from  this  country  to  pay  our  debt  to  France.  The 
Ville  de  Lyon,  which  sailed  from  New  York  on 
Monday,  took  out  $100,000  in  coin.  The  New 
York  Express  intimates  that  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars have  gone  in  this  way  during  some  few  months 
past. 

If  it  is  asked  why  this  amount  of  specie  is  thus 
drawn  from  the  country,  the  answer  will  be — to  pay 
for  the  French  silks,  wines  and  other  luxuries  con- 
sumed by  us.  The  cost  of  the  silks  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  was  nearly  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars!  Most  of  these  came  from  France. 

There  are  two  considerations  which  present 
themselves  to  the  mind  in  view  of  our  commercial 
intercourse  with  France.  One  is  the  unequal  po- 
sitions which  the  two  countries  relatively  occupy, 
indicating  a total  want  of  reciprocity.  French 
commodities  are  admitted  into  our  ports  almost 
without  duties.  Under  this  system  the  exports 
from  France  to  this  country  have  increased  with 


astonishing  rapidity.  To  this  excessive  liberality 
on  our  part  'there  is  no  corresponding  liberality  on 
the  part  of  France.  The  reverse  is  the  case. 
While  the  United  States  go  to  one  extreme,  France 
goes  to  the  other.  We  admit  her  commodities  on 
the  most  favorable  terms;  she  imposes  upon  ours 
the  most  onerous  restrictions.  Her  duties  on  Ame- 
rican tobacco  range  from  five  hundred  to  eight  hun- 
dred per  cent. — and  in  addition  to  this,  no  competi- 
tion of  buyers  is  allowed.  The  government  holds 
the  monopoly  and  is  the  exclusive  purchaser. 

Our  ministers  have  remonstrated  against  this  sys- 
tem year  after  year — and  always  in  vain.  Why? 
Because  they  have  been  prohibited  from  using  the 
only  argument  that  can  be  available.  It  is  useless 
to  talk  of  reciprocity — to  complain  of  injustice — 
while  the  royal  monopoly  is  profitable  and  the  mar- 
ket in  this  country  continues  open  to  Freneh  goods. 
The  French  government  beholds  a rich  revenue 
flowing  into  its  treasury  from  their  tobacco  duties, 
arid  they  witness  a growing  demand  for  French 
goods  in  the  United  States — why  should  a change 
be  desirable  to  France? 

Last  January  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Clay  declared  his  conviction  that  a duty  of  20 
per  cent,  ought  to  be  laid  upon  French  silks.  Mr. 
Buchanan  intimated  the  same  thing.  When  the 
intelligence  of  these  suggestions, — for  they  never 
assumed  any  other  form,  not  being  incorporated  in 
a resolution  or  referred  to  a committee,— when  the 
news  of  these  casual  intimations  reached  France,  a 
greater  sensation  was  produced  than  had  been  caus- 
ed by  all  the  remonstrances  of  our  ministers  there 
since  the  subject  was  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Rives.  There  was  no  little  fluttering  among  the 
journals  of  Paris,  and  some  of  them  had  the  candor 
to  declare  that  such  a step  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  w'ould  be  nothing  more  than  a proper  return 
for  the  restrictive  course  so  long  pursued  by  France. 
It  was  not  the  fault  of  gen.  Cass  that  the  impression 
thus  created  was  not  followed  up  and  made  perma- 
nent by  the  conclusion  of  some  agreement  on  the 
basis  of  something  like  reciprocity.  The  policy  of 
the  administration  here  at  home  was  opposed  to  any 
action  on  the  subject  by  our  government;  the  hands 
of  our  minister  were  tied.  He  might  talk,  but  he 
could  not  feel  warranted  to  act. 

Thus,  then,  stand  our  relations  with  France.  We 
receive  her  silks  and  wines  almost  without  duty, 
and  when  in  return  we  seek  admittance  for  our  to- 
bacco she  refuses  it  except  under  heavy  restric- 
tions. The  consequence  is  that  specie  must  go  from 
the  country  to  pay  our  French  debt. 

But  are  French  silks  and  wines  articles  of  ne- 
cessity which  we  cannot  do  without?  This  leads  us 
to  the  second  consideration  involved  in  the  subject: 
and  in  view  of  it  we  may  see  another  reason  why  a 
good  policy  would  be  consulted  in  laying  duties 
upon  these  commodities  of  French  produclion. — 
They  are  articles  of  luxury;  the  burden  of  the  du- 
ties on  them  would  fall  not  on  the  poor  but  on  the 
wealthy,  or  on  those  who  might  choose,  through 
vanity  or  love  of  indulgence,  to  make  use  of  them. 

Ifit  is  important  that  the  wines  and  silks  of  France 
should  be  made  to  bear  a duty  for  the  two-fold  pur- 
pose, first,  of  counteracting  a restrictive  foreign  po- 
licy, and  secondly  because  they  constitute  legitimate 
subjects  lor  revenue,  there  is  another  reason  per- 
haps more  weighty  than  either,  going  to  confirm  the 
same  thing.  We  can  raise  both  in  our  own  country. 
In  restricting  the  importation  of  these  articles  from 
abroad  we  shall  give  encouragement  to  the  pro- 
duction of  them  at  home;  and  by  so  doing  the  agri- 
cultural interest  will  be  fostered.  The  experiments 
which  have  been  made  in  the  culture  of  silk  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  United  States  show  conclusively 
that  the  article  can  be  produced  here,  of  good  qua- 
lity and  in  any  abundance  which  the  wants  of  the 
country  may  call  for.  To  this  sort  of  self-depen- 
dence the  policy  of  foreign  nations  is  driving  us. — 
It  will  perhaps  be  seen  that  our  best  interests  point 
the  same  way. 

British  and  Russian  quarantine  regula- 
tions. The  following  information  of  a change  in 
the  Russian  quarantine  regulations  has  been  offici- 
ally communicated  by  the  Russian  minister  to  the 
department  of  state:  [ Globe. 

British  vessels,  coming  from  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  laden  with  American  cotton,  will  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Russian  ports  on  the  Baltic,  without 
having  had  their  cargoes  purified  in  the  Danish  qua- 
rantine establishments,  upon  production  by  their 
captains  of  certificates  granted  by  British  authorities 
or  by  Russian  or  Danish  consuls,  proving  that  the 
cotton  with  which  they  are  laden  comes  really  and 
truly  from  the  United  States,  and  has  been  shipped 
from  a port  of  Great  Britain. 

The  same  disposition  has  been  also  extended  to 
all  vessels  whatsoever  arriving  laden  with  Ameri- 
can cotton,  taken  in  at  any  European  port,  (except 


those  on  the  Mediterranean),  or  in  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  healthy  conditition  of  which 
satisfactory  assurance  can  be  given. 

Northeastern  boundary.  Extract  of  a let- 
ter from  cne  of  capt.  Talcott’s  assistants,  to  a gen- 
tleman in  this  city,  dated 

Kennebec  Road,  Oct.  24,  1840. 

I arrived  here  yesterday  noon  with  two  assist- 
ants and  six  packmen,  having  w ith  the  exception 
of  a few  days  on  Spider  lake,  been  separated  from 
capt.  Talcott  since  the  23d  of  September  last.  The 
duty  assigned  ine,  was  to  trace  the  Ridge  round 
from  the  head  of  Arnold’s  river  to  Spider  lake,  and 
thence  on  to  the  Kennebec  road  (or  road  from  Au- 
gusta to  Quebec)  where  it  crosses  the  boundary 
line.  From  the  head  of  the  Connecticut  to  the 
point  of  our  first  separation  is  sixty  miles,  thence 
to  Spider  lake  thirty-five  miles,  and  thence  to  this 
place  forty  miles,  all  of  which  my  long  legs  have 
measured  and  the  Schmalder  compass  coursed. — 
The  route  was  throughout  irregular  and  circuitous. 
We  took  a pilot  at  Canaan,  but  he  proved  of  no  ser- 
vice; it  only  requires  an  active  man  to  climb  trees 
occasionally,  and  you  can  explore  every  section  of 
the  country. 

Our  life  has  been  one  of  excitement;  sometimes 
wet,  at  others  burnt;  now  frozen  and  occasionally 
melting;  often  stuffed  to  surfeit  and  then  starved 
down  to  a skeleton.  Every  thing,  however,  has 
gone  oft'  successfully.  Capt.  Talcott  will  have  ac- 
complished a vast  deal  of  work  for  the  time  we  have 
been  engaged  upon  the  survey.  To  this  point  (the 
Kennebec  road)  and  twenty  miles  beyond,  the  line, 
as  you  are  aware,  is  not  in  dispute,  and  I should 
hardly  suppose  it  could  be,  as  for  miles  ar.d  miles 
the  Ridge  is  composed  of  high  and  distinct  granite 
cliff's,  as  if  nature  had  intended  them  to  be  dividing 
walls  between  two  countries. 

Often  have  I wished  you  were  with  us,  to  enjoy 
the  fine  moose  hunting,  or  trouting,  or  even  killing 
the  pheasants  that  during  the  day  would  hardly 
make  room  for  us  to  pass.  On  Spider  lake  we  came 
across  some  St.  Francis  Indians;  they  killed  a bull 
moose  for  us,  much  larger  than  a horse;  his  antlers 
or  “armed  chair”  alone,  were  five  feet  spread.  The 
trout  have  weighed  from  one  to  six  pounds.  One  of 
the  most  delicious  dishes  I ever  tasted  was  compos- 
ed of  the  nose,  heart  and  liver  of  the  moose.  I have 
a small  sextant,  by  which  I get  the  latitude  from  the 
meridian  alt.  of  the  sun  and  such  stars  as  approach 
before  10  o’clock  at  night,  as  after  a hard  day’s 
work  I do  not  feel  able  to  keep  my  eyes  open 
longer. 

P.  S.  October  25,  a violent  snow  storm,  fifteen 
inches  deep.  October  26,  captain  Talcott  joined 
me.  Another  snow  storm;  dangerous  to  continue 
operations  in  the  field.  October  27,  have  made  pre- 
parations to  return  to  Portland.  October  29,  after 
sleighing  since  the  night  of  the  27th,  we  have  all, 
fifteen  in  number,  arrived  at  Ansen,  where  I mail 
this  letter  to  you  on  our  return  home. 

the  army. 

Interesting  from . Florida.  Letter  addressed  to 
the  editor  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  dated 
Tampa,  November  3,  1840. 

I have  pleasure  in  announcing  the  arrival  last 
night  of  the  western  deputation  ol  Seminole  Indians 
under  the  charge  of  capt.  John  Page,  of  the  United 
States  armv.  It  consists  of  the  two  principal  chiefs, 
Hola-toochee  and  Nolose  Ohola,  twelve  other  In- 
dians, and  two  interpreters. 

The  party  is  in  fine  spirits  and  sanguine  of  success 
in  their  mediatorial  mission.  They  are  happy  and 
contented  in  their  western  homes;  their  corn  fields 
have  been  highly  productive;  their  quiet  undisturb- 
ed; and  they  carry  the  appearance  ol  fine  health  and 
cheerful  minds.  Their  argumenls  and  persuasions 
must  have  weight  with  our  Indians,  with  many  of 
whom  they  are  connected  by  ties  of  consanguinity, 
and  to  all  of  whom  they  are  known.  They  have 
fought  side  by  side  by  many  of  them  in  the  same 
cause,  and  have  now  come  to  show  and  convince 
them  that  they  can  make  a happy  exchange  from  the 
privations,  harassments  and  sufferings  of  a war  from 
which  they  can  have  no  other  hope  of  relief,  for  a 
fertile  country  which,  as  they  say,  produces  them 
more  corn  in  one  year  than  they  can  consume  in 
two,  and  the  quiet,  the  comforts,  and  all  the  bless- 
ings of  a lasting  peace. 

The  parting  of  the  deputation  from  their  people, 
their  kindred  and  friends,  was  an  interesting  as  well 
as  an  affecting  scene.  Hola-toochee  and  the  other 
chief  made  parting  addresses,  in  which  they  gave 
them  confident  assurances  of  being  soon  reunited 
with  their  Florida  friends,  and  promised  l heir  most 
strenuous  exertions  to  accomplish  an  object  so  desi- 
rable to  all.  The  chief,  (Alligator),  formerly  one 
of  the  most  uncompromising  as  well  as  brave  and 
successful  among  the  emigrated  Seminole  warriors. 
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then  took  the  stand  in  behalf  of  the  people,  (with 
whom  he  remains),  and  in  an  animated  strain  con- 
jured the  members  of  the  deputation  to  neglect  no 
effort  with  their  suffering  brethren — bade  them  say 
that  their  friends,  relatives  and  all  their  people  send 
their  eager  and  earnest  wishes,  and  implored  them 
by  all  the  motives  which  could  influence  them  as 
brethren  ofone  family,  by  the  advantages  of  strength, 
efficiency  and  respectability  which  would  result 
from  their  reunion,  to  listen  to  wise  councils  and 
earnest  and  sincere  entreaties. 

Captain  Page  represents  the  scene  to  have  been 
deeply  affecting.  There  was  no  acting  there.  A 
feeling  of  deep  and  pervading  interest,  strongly  and 
unequivocally  manifested,  gave  the  fullest  evidence 
of  the  sincerity  of  professions,  urged  with  all  the  zeal 
and  fervor  of  native  eloquence. 

The  party  has  been  one  month  and  two  days  on 
their  way,  and  reached  here  in  the  ship  Harbinger 
from  New  Orleans;  the  harbinger,  we  hope,  of  bet- 
ter days  for  our  afflicted  territory. 

Gen.  Armistead,  captain  Page  and  the  deputation 
march  this  morning  to  Fort  King,  ( 100  miles),  where 
Tiger-tail  and  other  hostile  chiefs  are  to  meet  in 
council. 

Savannah,  Nov.  14.  The  steamer  Gen.  Clinch, 
capt.  Smith,  arrived  yesterday  from  Florida.  We 
are  indebted  to  our  attentive  correspondent  for  the 
following  letter,  dated: 

Fort  King,  ( E.  F.)  Nov.  7.  We  arrived  here  yes- 
terday, and  found  that  general  Armistead  had  not  ar- 
rived. One  Indian  had  been  in,  stating  that  the 
whole  posse  were  in  the  woods  close  by,  and  would 
be  in  to-day.  About  sundown  gen.  A.  came  in,  ac- 
companied by  capt.  Page,  with  a detachment  or  de- 
legation ot  fourteen  o(  the  emigrated  Seminole  In- 
dians from  Arkansas,  and  one  or  two  from  every 
clan  in  Florida.  They  are  prepared  to  tell  that  milk 
and  honey  flow  in  every  river,  creek  and  bayou  in 
Arkansas,  and  that  deer  and  turkeys,  ready  cooked, 
follow  in  their  trails,  crying  eat  me,  eat  me.  Gen.  A. 
knows  the  war  is  over. 

I shall  not  leave  here  for  several  days,  and  will 
write  to  you  again  before  I go. 

P.  S.  Some  of  the  Indians  are  in,  and  meet  their 
western  brethen  with  manifest  joy. 

THE  NAVY 

The  North  Carolina  line  of  battle  ship  weighed 
anchor  from  the  North  River  on  the  10th  inst. — and 
moored  in  the  navy  yard  for  the  winter. 

The  sloop  of  war  Boston,  now  about  sailing  from 
New  York  for  the  East  Indies,  under  the  command 
of  commodore  J.  Collmgs  Long,  is  a very  fine  ship 
of  war  of  her  class,  and  has  lately  been  much  im- 
proved by  extensive  repairs,  which  give  her  better 
accommodations,  and  enables  her  to  stow  in  her 
hold  a much  larger  quantity  of  provisions  and  water 
than  formerly.  Her  armament  is  20  forty-two 
pound  carronades,  and  2 chambered  twenty-four 
pounders — she  will  thus  throw  444  lbs.  of  shot  at  a 
broadside,  and  will  do  great  execution  at  close 
quarters,  as  each  of  the  24  pounders  will  make  a 
hole  in  the  side  of  an  enemy’s  vessel  ot  at  least 
seven  inches  in  diameter.  Her  complement  of  men 
is  short  of  200.  With  all  her  provisions,  stores  and 
munitions  on  board,  her  draught  of  water  is  only 
15$  feet  aft,  by  15  feet  forward. 

The  sloop  of  war  Boston,  is  of  a fine  model  with 
one  exception.  She  labors  under  the  imperfection 
which  has  attended  all  the  sloops  of  war,  we  be- 
lieve, which  have  been  built  agreeably  to  the  di- 
rections of  Mr.  Humphreys,  the  chief  naval  con- 
structor—that  is,  she  is  too  fall  aft — and  when  in 
trim  for  sailing,  appears  to  be  down  by  the  head. 
A clean  run  is  an  important  requisite  in  a ship 
where  fast  sailing  is  desirable,  but  does  not  seem  to 
be  considered  such  by  the  chief  constructor.  By 
not  attending  to  this  point,  many  fine  ships  be- 
longing to  the  government,  have  been  spoiled — for 
a sloop  of  war  which  is  not  a fast  sailer,  is  of  little 
value  to  any  country.  [Boston  Jour. 

The  war  steamer  at  Brooklyn.  Responsive  to 
our  request,  an  attentive  friend  at  the  Brooklyn 
navy  yard,  has  furnished  us  w ith  some  very  accep 
table  information  in  relation  to  the  war  steamer 
now  in  progress  at  that  establishment,  and  which 
will  shortly  be  launched  into  her  destined  element. 
Her  length  from  figure  head  to  taffrail  is  243  feet. 

“ On  upper  or  main  deck,  223 

“ Between  the  perpendiculars,  220 

“ Of  keel  at  the  bottom,  207 

Breadth  of  beam  over  the  wales,  40 

“ outside  of  the  wheel-house,  66$ 

Depth  from  main  or  upper  deck,  23$ 

Measurement  as  a double  decker,  1,700  tons. 
Measurement  as  a single  decker,  1,940 

Measurement  by  the  same  scale  as  the  tonnage  of 

the  President  is  estimated,  1,275  tons. 

Diameter  of  the  glenders,  60  inches. 

Length  of  the  stroke,  10  feet. 


The  engines  are  about  600  horse  power,  and 
space  is  provided  in  iron  bunkers,  to  carry  800  tons 
of  anthracite  coal,  which  it  is  intended  to  consume. 

Inclination  of  the  engines,  25  degrees. 

Diameter  of  paddle  wheels,  28J  feet. 

Immersion  of  wheels,  6 feet. 

Length  of  the  paddle,  10  feet. 

There  are  four  iron  plate  bulkheads,  to  divide  the 
ship,  so  as  to  ensure  greater  safety  in  case  of  spring- 
ing of  a leak  so  that  although  one  apartment  may 
be  filled  with  water,  the  others  remain  free. 

This  steamer  is  the  same  in  shape,  form  and 
finish  as  that  in  Philadelphia,  with  the  exception  of 
the  engines,  which  are  purely  and  essentially  Ame- 
rican, being  on  the  inclined  principle,  and  as  far  as 
they  are  finished,  they  promise  to  be  the  ne  plus 
ultra  engines. 

This  plan  for  the  engines  has  been  selected  with 
a view  to  testing  their  applicability  to  naval  pur- 
poses, and  should  it  succeed  as  well  as  there  is  now 
every  reason  to  believe,  the  same  principle  will  be 
adopted  to  future  war  steamers. 

Of  the  beauty  of  the  model  and  the  admirable 
finish  of  the  internal  arrangements,  I will  not  now 
speak,  for,  as  she  will  soon  be  launched,  those  de- 
sirous of  beholding  one  of  the  most  perfect  speci- 
mens of  naval  architecture,  will  doubtless  visit  her 
and  judge  for  themselves. 

It  has  not  yet  been  determined  what  is  to  be  the 
nature  of  her  armament,  but  it  will  no  doubt  com 
prise,  among  other  guns,  at  least  two  of  the  cele- 
brated Paixham  guns,  for  throwing  hollow  shot. 

The  decks  are  laid,  and  her  hull  is  nearly  calk- 
ed, and  coppered  to  the  light  water  mark,  so  that  if 
nothing  unusual  occurs,  she  will  be  launched  in 
about  four  weeks. 

Very  many  nautical  and  scientific  gentlemen 
have  already  visited  her,  and  unfinished  as  she  is, 
she  has  been  pronounced  to  be  as  fine  a model  as 
ever  was  conceived;  and  from  the  solidity  and 
faithfulness  with  which  she  is  constructed,  she  bids 
fair  to  stand  a pretty  considerable  battering. 

It  would  be  hardly  fair  to  close  this  brief  notice 
of  this  beautiful  vessel  without  paying  to  Samuel 
Harth,  esq.  naval  contractor  of  the  navy  yard,  who 
superintends  the  whole  building,  a tribute  to  those 
scientific  attainments  so  eminently  possessed  by 
him,  which  have  suggested  and  consummated  some 
of  the  most  important  and  valuable  alterations  and 
additions  to  tilt  plan  as  originally  conceived. 

[ U . S.  Gazette. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  vote  for  congressmen  in  the  Hancock  and 
Washington  district,  has  been  exceedingly  close, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  there  was  no  choice,  and  that  j 
a third  trial  must  be  had. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Atlas  gives  the  following  table  of  the  majori- 
ties in  this  state  as  nearly  exact.  The  official  will 
riot  vary  it  materially. 

Harrison.  Van  Buren. 


Plymouth 

1,097 

0 

Nantucket 

351 

0 

Berkshire 

146 

0 

Dukes 

53 

0 

Hampden 

126 

0 

Hampshire 

2,275 

0 

Franklin 

1,300 

0 

Suffolk 

3,213 

0 

Middlesex 

1,200 

0 

Norfolk 

1,0S5 

0 

Bristol 

0 

150 

Essex 

3,463 

0 

Worcester 

. 4,800 

0 

Barnstable 

1,150 

0 

20,259 

150 

Official  electoral  vole 

in  Boston. 

Wards.  Whole  No. 

Harrison. 

V.  Buren 

. Scat’ 

1 

1,005 

512 

4S6 

7 

2 

542 

263 

376 

3 

3 

1,188 

597 

579 

12 

4 

1,239 

829 

336 

74 

5 

1,110 

735 

373 

2 

6 

970 

655 

301 

14 

7 

1,052 

831 

215 

6 

8 

668 

466 

201 

1 

9 

923 

683 

213 

27 

10 

952 

643 

303 

6 

11 

1 095 

633 

448 

14 

12 

764 

407 

354 

3 

11,608 

7,254 

4,185 

169 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  that  Harrison’s  plu- 
rality in  Boston  over  Van  Buren,  is  3,069. 


Population  of  Boston.  We  have  been  furnished 
with  the  following  statement  of  the  population  of 
Boston,  compiled  from  the  enumeration  made  in 


May,  pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  state,  and  in  June, 
pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

State  census.  U.  S.  census. 


May,  1840.  June,  1840. 


Ward  1. 

6,870 

7,500 

630  greater. 

2. 

7,817 

15,285 

8,468  “ 

3. 

7,012 

7,348 

336  “ 

4. 

7,380 

7,449 

69  “ 

5. 

6,804 

5,879 

65  “ 

6. 

7,585 

7,288 

297  less. 

7. 

5,727 

6,482 

245  “ 

8. 

7,496 

8,135 

189  greater. 

9. 

6,839 

6,748 

91  Ies3. 

10. 

6,827 

6,703 

124  “ 

11. 

7,326 

7,450 

124  greater. 

12. 

5,846 

6,185 

339  “ 

83,979 

93,452 

In  hospital 

74 

St.  paupers 

358 

84,401 

It  appears  that  74  inmates  in  the  general  hospital, 
in  u’ard  5,  and  358  state  paupers  in  ward  12,  were 
not  taken  in  the  state  census,  which,  if  added,  would 
make  the  whole  population  84,401;  and  the  popula- 
tion of  the  two  wards  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  U. 
States  census.  Ward  2,  it  is  well  known,  contains 
a large  number  of  sea-faring  men.  These  were  not 
taken  in  the  state  census,  as  they  ought  to  have  been. 
Thej'  were  taken  in  the  U States  census,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  great  difference  between  the  two  enu- 
merations of  the  population  in  that  ward.  In  con- 
sequence of  neglecting  to  enumerate  the  sea-faring 
men  in  ward  2,  the  city  loses  four  representatives 
for  the  next  ten  years!  [ Bost . Jour. 


Counties. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Election  returns. 
Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

Hartford 

6,221 

4,504 

New  Haven 

4,940 

3,849 

New  London 

3,813 

3,143 

Fairfield 

4,868 

3,856 

Windham 

2,784 

2,177 

Litchfield 

4,319 

3,571 

Middlesex 

2,275 

2,275 

Tolland 

1,923 

1,513 

31,212 

24,882 

Harrison  majority  6,330 

24,882 

Connecticut  gave  a majority  for  the  Van  Buren 
electoral  ticket  in  1836  of  565. 


NEW  YORK. 

Dists.  Members  of  congress  elected. 

1st,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  ot  Suffolk, 

2d,  Joseph  Egbert,  of  Richmond, 

3d,  John  McKeori,  1 
James  I.  Rosevelt, 

Fernando  Wood, 

Charles  G.  Ferris,  j 
4th,  Aaron  Ward,  Westchester, 
olh,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dutchess,  gain, 

6th,  James  G.  Clinton,  Orange, 

7th,  John  Van  Buren, 

8th,  Robert  McClellan,  Columbia,  ) 

Jacob  Houck,  jr.  Schoharie,  y 
9th,  Hiram  P.  Hunt,  Rensselaer, 

10th,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,*  Albany, 

11th,  Archibald  L.  Linn,  Schenectady, 
Nicholas  B.  Doe,t  Saratoga, 

12th,  Bernard  Blair,  Washington, 

13th,  Thomas  A.  Tomlinson,  Essex,  gain, 
14th,  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  St.  Lawrence,  gain. 
15th,  John  Sanford,  Montgomery,  gain, 

16th,  Andrew  D.  W.  Doig,  Lewis, 

17th,  John  G.  Floyd,*  Oneida, 

David  P.  Brewster,  Oswego 
18th,  Thomas  C.  Crittenden,*  Jefferson, 
19th,  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  Otsego, 

20th,  Samuel  Gordon,  Delaware, 

21st,  John  C Clark,*  Chenango, 

22d,  Lewis  Riggs,  Cortland,  ) 

Samuel  Partridge,  Chemung,  $ 

23d,  Victory  Birdseye,  > - 

A.  L.  Foster,  $ «aln’ 

24th,  Christopher  Morgan,*  Cayuga, 

25th,  John  Maynard,  Seneca,  gain, 

26th,  Francis  Granger,*  Ontario, 

27th,  Wm.  M.  Oliver,  Yates, 

28th,  Timothy  Childs,  Monroe, 

29th,  Seth  M.  Gates,*  Genesee, 

30th,  John  Young,  Allegany, 

31st,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cattaraugus, 

32d,  Millard  Fillmore,*  Erie, 

33d,  Charles  F.  Mitchell,*  Niagara, 

Van  Buren  members,  21;  whigs,  19. 


V.  B. 
V.B. 


>New  York,  gain,  V.B. 


V.B. 
V.  B. 
V.B. 
V.B. 

V.B. 

Whig. 

Whig. 

Whig. 

Whig. 

Whig. 

.Whig. 

V.B. 

V.B. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 
V.  B. 
V.  B. 
Whig. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 

Whig. 
Whig. 
Whig. 
V.  B. 
Whig. 
Whig. 
Whig. 
Whig. 
Whig. 
Whig. 


*. Members  of  the  present  congress. 

tTo  supply  a vacancy. 
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Election.  Returns  are  received  from  all  but  three 
counties.  The  54  counties  give 

President.  Governor. 

Harrison.  V.  B.  Seward.  Bouck. 
212,932  198,417  209,217  202,396 
198,417  202,396 


Harrison’s  mj.  14,515  Seward’s  mj.  6,821 

Official  canvass  of  the  city. 

Governor.  Lieutenant  governor. 


Seward 

20,037 

Bradish 

20,534 

Abolition 

179 

Abolition 

152 

Scattering 

73 

Scattering 

33 

Senator. 

Scott 

22,172 

Sheriff. 

Hart 

22,006 

Stevens 

20,695 

Jones 

20,787 

Abolition 

160 

Abolition 

146 

Scattering 

14 

Scattering 

20 

County  clerk. 

Coroner. 

Jarvis 

22,003 

Archer 

22,084 

Hance 

20,801 

Littell 

20,707 

Abolition 

143 

Abolition 

137 

Scattering 

21 

Scattering 

36 

Congress. 

McKeon 

21,748 

Congress. 

Monroe 

20,862 

Roosevelt 

22,010 

Smith 

20,862 

Wood 

21,730 

Hall 

20,838 

Ferriss 

21,975 

Abolition  average 

144 

Grinnell 

20,994 

Scattering 

86 

Assembly. 

McClay 

22,042 

Assembly. 

Childs 

20,772 

Grout 

21,935 

Doane 

20,788 

Hicoek 

22,002 

Doyle 

20,712 

Porter 

21,968 

Graham 

20,775 

Bryson 

22,029 

Hoxie 

20,636 

Townsend 

22,948 

Smith 

20,481 

Weir 

21,986 

Dougherty 

20,661 

Jones 

22,034 

Whig  highest  vote 

Miller 

22,038 

on  ticket 

20,961 

Swackhamer 

21,887 

Wolfe 

20,639 

McMurray 

21,964 

McArdle 

20,452 

Davis 

22,045 

Havens 

20,683 

O’Sullivan 

21,910 

Chapin 

20,769 

Benson 

20,821 

Lee 

20,805 

Electors. 

Van  Buren  highest  vote 
on  ticket  21,936 

Van  Buren  lowest 
vote  on  ticket  21,915 
Average  vote  21,926 


Abolition  average  145 
Scattering  242 

Electors. 

Whig  lowest  vote  on 
ticket  20,951 

Average  vote  20,956 
Abolition  average  152 
Scattering  223 

Aggregate  vote  of  the  several  wards. 

Governor.  Congress.  Electoral. 


Wards. 

Bouck. 

Seward. 

V.B. 

W. 

V.B. 

W. 

1 

507 

1,143 

576 

1,208 

587 

1,203 

2 

443 

864 

430 

894 

427 

889 

3 

681 

1,492 

681 

1,492 

682 

1,474 

4 

1,185 

1,093 

1,172 

1,148 

1,177 

1,1 3S 

5 

1,188 

1,387 

1,168 

1,463 

1,169 

1,452 

6 

1,230 

794 

1,225 

809 

1,223 

806 

7 

1,773 

1,659 

1,734 

1,718 

1,728 

1,707 

8 

2,188 

1,876 

2,144 

1,970 

2,134 

1,962 

9 

2,023 

1,432 

1,999 

1,508 

1,985 

1,515 

10 

1,776 

1,353 

1,748 

1,416 

1,743 

1,422 

11 

1,691 

653 

1,665 

689 

1,668 

714 

12 

695 

355 

685 

391 

682 

380 

13 

1,649 

1,080 

1,658 

1,126 

1,665 

1,138 

14 

1,413 

1,081 

1,417 

1,129 

1,393 

1,142 

15 

809 

1,619 

795 

1,700 

797 

1,686 

16 

1,469 

1,021 

1,452 

1,065 

1,443 

1,063 

17 

1,458 

1,211 

1,435 

1,268 

1,442 

1,267 

Total 

22,17S 

20,113  21,984 

20,994  21,945 

20,958 

Cuyahoga  county.  A.  N.  Gray,  esquire,  assis- 
tant marshal,  has  obligingly  furnished  us  with  a 
valuable  and  interesting  tabular  statement  of  the 
statistics  of  Cuyahoga  county,  which  we  hope  to 
be  able  to  publish  to-morrow.  We  subjoin  some 
of  the  totals  of  the  tables: 

Total  of  males  in  Cuyahoga  county,  13,692 

“ Females  in  “ “ 12,820 

“ Population  in  1840,  26,512 

“ ««  “ 1830,  9,035 

Gain  in  10  years,  17,427 

Total  of  horses  and  mules,  4,126 

neat  cattle,  22,260 

Sheep,  30,396 

Swine,  17,669 

Bushels  of  wheat,  111,980 

“ corn,  181,781 

“ barley,  ' 1,016 

“ oats,  91,398 

“ r3-e,  2,104 

“ buckwheat,  5,849 

“ potatoes,  149,891 

pounds  of  wool,  47,576 

tons  of  hay,  22,742 

cords  of  wood,  10,444 

Value  of  products  of  dairy,  $96,083 

“ products  of  orchards,  $18,171 

“ home  made  or  family  goods,  $24,200 

“ products  of  market  gardens,  $4,554 

“ poultry  of  all  kinds,  $7,795 

Population  of  Dutchess  county.  The  Poughkeepsie 
Telegraph  gives  the  following  comparative  table  of 
the  census  of  Dutchess  county.  It  will  be  seen  but 
two  towns  have  increased  in  inhabitants  in  ten  years. 
Those  are  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  returns: 


Amenia, 

Beektnan, 

Clinton, 

Dover, 

Fishkill, 

Hyde  Park, 

La  Grange, 
Milan, 

North  East, 
Pawlings, 

Pine  Plains, 
Pleasant  Valley, 
Poughkeepse  4 
2,296  > 
Village  7,710  ) 
Red  Hook, 
Rhinebeck, 
Stanford, 

Union  Vale, 
Washington, 


1840. 

1835. 

1830. 

2,179 

2,128 

2,389 

1,400 

1,448 

1,584 

1,830 

1,909 

2,130 

1,999 

1,881 

2,198 

10,406 

9,623 

8,292 

2,364 

2,368 

2,554 

1,851 

1,927 

2,044 

1,726 

1,811 

1,886 

1,381 

1,495 

1,689 

1,571 

1,565 

1,705 

1,324 

1,355 

1,503 

2,919 

2,245 

2,419 

10,006 

8,529 

7,222 

2,833 

2,824 

2,983 

2,759 

2,624 

2,938 

2,278 

2,358 

2,521 

1,499 

1,596 

1,833 

2,833 

2,897 

3,038 

52,487 

50,702 

50,228 

raise  by  tax,  what  was  barely  sufficient  to  meet 
temporary  loans  and  current  expenses,  leaving  the 
debt  then  existing,  to  be  met  under  a more  favora- 
ble condition  of  the  monetary  concerns  of  the 
country. 

Whether  it  is  advisable  toincrease  the  annual  tax 
for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  that  debt  at  this  time, 
is  a matter  tor  the  sound  discretion  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

Thirty  thousand  dollars  of  the  school  fund  have 
been  distributed  for  support  of  common  schools 
among  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  agreeably 
to  the  apportionment  made  by  the  trustees  of  that 
fund.  In  addition  to  this  sum  the  funds  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  state  lands  at  Paterson;  the  in- 
terest and  dividends  from  loans,  stock  and  bank  tax, 
the  capital  fund  has  been  increased  from  $287, 2S7  61 
to  about  $320,000. 

A portion  of  the  bank  tax  being  that  which  i3 
assessed  on  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  compa- 
ny, has  not  yet  been  received  into  the  treasury. — 
That  institution  declined  paying  it  until  an  oppor- 
tunity could  be  afforded  to  submit  their  liability 
under  the  law  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

Their  reason  for  objecting  to  the  payment  is  un- 
derstood by  me,  to  be,  that  the  tax  being  levied 
only  on  banking  capital  used  for  banking  purposes; 
and  the  company  having  been  obliged  to  expend  the 
whole,  or  greater  part  of  their  capital,  in  the  com- 
pletion and  improvement  of  their  canal,  and  not 
now  using  it  for  banking  purposes,  the  tax  could 
not  be  legally  and  justly  demanded  of  them. 

As  these  were  considerations  upon  which  I had 
no  legal  authority  to  decide,  I felt  it  my  duty  to 
proceed  for  the  collection  of  the  tax,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  upon  that  subject.  An  applica- 
tion was  therefore  made  by  me  to  a justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  who  directed  process  for  its  collec- 
tion to  issue,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff 
of  the  county. 

I have  been  informed  that  the  company  propose 
to  submit  their  claim  for  relief,  to  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature/  All  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. Isaac  Southard,  treasurer. 

Trenton,  Nov.  1 Ith,  1840. 


Van  Buren  majority  on  the  electoral  ticket 
Van  Buren  majority  on  the  congress  ticket 
The  whig  gubernatorial  vote  is  behind  the  whq 
electoral  vote 


987 

990 

845 


Real  and  personal  property  in  the  city  of  N.  York. 
We  find  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  a 
very  interesting  tabular  statement  of  the  relative 
value  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  as  assessed  in  1839  and  1840. 
In  the  seventeen  wards,  the  value  of  property  was 
as  follows: 

1839. 

Real  estate,  $196,940,134  00 

Personal  estate,  69,931,296  98 


Total  in  1839, 

$ 266,871,430  98 

Do.  1840, 

252,843,163  53 

Decrease  in  1840, 

14,028,267  45 

1840. 

Real  estate, 

$187,121,464  00 

Personal  estate. 

65,721,690  53 

$252,843,163  53 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Treasurer’s  annual  report.  The  receipts  into  the 
treasury  during  the  past  year  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$117,552  85.  Of  this  amount  about  $24,000  have 
been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  in- 
terest and  loans;  $17,000  on  account  of  the  state 
prison;  $6,600  of  which  latter  sum  was  appropriat- 
ed by  the  legislature,  to  meet  deficiencies  arising 
from  the  operations  of  that  institution  previous  to 
the  past  year,  and  the  balance  has  been  paid  on  ac- 
count of  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  for  the 
transportation  of  prisoners,  costs  on  conviction,  &c. 

About  $52,090  have  been  applied  to  the  ordinary 
expenditures  of  the  government,  leaving  a balance 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasury  of  $26,948  63. 

By  this  exhibit,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary 
expenditures  for  the  past  year  have  been  less  than 
those  of  the  previous  year,  by  upwards  of  $14,000, 
and  considerably  less  than  they  have  been  for  many 
years  preceding. 

The  temporary  loans  of  the  preceding  year  have 
all  been  promptly  met,  together  with  upwards  of 
$2,000  of  the  loans  made  in  1837:  leaving  a balance 
as  before  mentioned,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury, 
of  $26,948  63,  a sum  nearly  equal  to  the  amount  of 
temporary  loans  during  the  current  year. 

It  is  confidently  believed,  that  under  no  ordinary 
circumstances,  can  the  expenses  of  the  state  go- 
vernment be  reduced  to  a more  rigid  and  economi- 
cal standard  than  they  have  been  during  the  past 
year. 

The  amount  of  the  state  debt  is  $83,072,  and 
temporary  loans  of  $27,000.  In  consequence  of 
there  being  no  tax  raised  in  the  year  1837,  and  no 
adequate  provision  made  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penditures of  the  government  for  the  following 
year,  the  then  existing  debt  of  upwards  of  $65,000 
was  increased  to  upwards  of  $105,000.  Since  that 
time,  the  legislature  have  deemed  it  advisable  to 


, . White  White 

Townships.  maies  females. 

Blacks. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

N.  Brunswick,  2,626 

2,817 

429 

9 

5,911 

S.  Brunswick,  1,260 

1.234 

290 

4 

2,797 

Monroe,  1,195 

1,170 

115 

3 

2,453 

South  Amboy,  876 

897 

50 

2 

1,825 

Piscataquay,  1,250 

1,277 

298 

3 

2.828 

Woodbridge,  2,188 

2,188 

355 

4 

4,822 

Perth  Amboy,  587 

687 

38 

1,303 

9,952  10,3S7 

1,584 

25 

21,939 

Revolutionary  pensioners, 

46. 

DELAWARE. 

Census  for  1830  and  1840 —whole  population. 


New  Castle  co. 
Kent 
Sussex 


20,710 

19,911 

27,118 


76,739 


Increase  in  1830, 

New  Castle  county. 


33,11S 

19,858 

25,131 

78.107 

76,739 

1,368 


1830. 

1840. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Brandywine  H. 

3,220 

3,38S 

168 

Christiana 

3,227 

3,725 

498 

Wilmington  city 

6,663 

8,367 

1,704 

New  Castle 

2,463 

2,744 

281 

Mill  Creek 

3,181 

3,146 

35 

White  Clay  C. 

1,855 

1,831 

24 

Pencader 

2,904 

2,326 

422 

Red  Lion 

1,473 

1,399 

74 

St.  Georges 

2,468 

3,114 

646 

Appoquinimink 

3,256 

3,078 

178 

29,710 

33,118 

3,719 

311 

311 

Nett  gain 

3,408 

Kent  county. 

1830. 

1840. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Duck  Creek  H. 

3,916 

3,839 

77 

Little  Creek 

l,S7l 

2,050 

179 

Dover 

3,416 

3,775 

359 

Murderkill 

5,038 

4,768 

270 

Missnillion 

3,222 

3,070 

152 

Milford 

2,448 

2,356 

92 

19,911 

19,858 

538 

591 

538 

Loss  53 
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nufactories  3,  number  of  spindles  8,560;  value  of 
manufactured  articles  $122,000;  number  of  per- 
sons employed  214;  number  of  persons  employed 
in  agriculture  545;  in  manufactories  420. 

MARYLAND. 

Official  return  of  the  electoral  election,  1340. 

Harrison  ticket. 


John  Leeds  Kerr 

33,533 

Theodore  R.  Lockerman 

33,531 

John  P.  Kennedy 

33,531 

George  Howard 

33,530 

Jacob  A.  Preston 

33,530 

James  M.  Coale 

33,529 

William  T.  Wotton 

33,528 

David  Hoffman 

33.523 

Richard  J.  Bowie 

33,528 

Thomas  A.  Spence 
Average  vote  33,529. 

Van  Buren  ticket. 

33,524 

Cathel  Humphreys 

28,759 

H.  G.  S.  Key, 

28,758 

Edward  Lloyd 

28,756 

Benjamin  C.  Howard 

28,755 

Charles  Macgill 

28,754 

William  P.  Maulsby 

23,753 

William  A.  Spencer 

28,752 

James  Murray 

23,752 

Otho  Scott 

28,751 

Walter  Mitchell 

23,751 

Sussex  county. 

1830. 

1840. 

Gain.  Loss. 

Cedar  Creek  H.  2,727 

2,429 

298 

Broadkiln  3,893 

3,741 

152 

Nanticoke  2,366 

1,978 

388 

Little  Creek  3,207 

2,982 

225 

Broad  Creek  2,852 

2,649 

203 

N.  W.  Fork  3,529 

3,187 

342 

Baltimore  2,176 

2,251 

75 

Lewes  & Reho.  1,881 

1,834 

47 

Indian  River  1,936 

1,757 

179 

Dagsboro’  2,551 

2,323 

228 

27,118 

25,131 

75  2,062 

75 

Loss  1,937 

Census  of  Christiana  hundred  for  1840. 

Number  of  while  males. 

1,631 

Do.  do.  white  females. 

1,712 

3,393 

Do.  do.  colored  males, 

201 

Do.  do.  colored  females, 

131 

332 

Toial,  3,725 

Number  of  horses, 

697 

Do.  do.  neat  cattle, 

2,314 

Do.  do.  sheep, 

551 

Do.  do.  swine, 

1,772 

Estimated  value  of  poultry, 

#1,752 

Number  of  bushels  of  wheat  raised  in  1S39,  24,005 

Do.  do.  bailey, 

2,958 

Do.  do.  oats. 

51,000 

Do.  do.  rye, 

694 

Do.  do.  buckwheat, 

835 

Do.  do.  Indian  corn, 

56,560 

Do.  do.  potatoes. 

14,125 

Do.  pounds  wool, 

1,040 

Tons  of  hay  cut, 

3,027 

Value  of  the  products  of  the 

dairy, 

#13,400 

Do.  do.  of  the  orchard, 

1,097 

Do.  do.  market  gardens, 

1,660 

Value  of  homemade,  or  fami 

!y  goods 

366 

Number  of  flouring  mills 

2;  grist  mills  5;  saw 

mills  7;  barrels  of  flour  manufactured  1,900;  value 

of  manufactories  $11,650;  number  of  cotton  ma- 

Average  vote  23,754. — Majority  4,775. 

COUNTIES. 

Morehead.  Sanders. 

Dudley.  Sprais 

List  of  members  of  the  legislature,  Dec.  session. 

1S40. 

Anson, 

1,100 

422 

1,012 

274 

Senators, 

Ashe, 

40  tnj 

367 

431 

With  the  time  of  expiration  of  their  terms 

Buncombe  and  855 

341  ) 

St.  Mary’s  county, 

Richard  Thomas, 

1844 

Henderson, 

451 

46  j 

1, 194 

533 

Kent  county, 

James  B Ricaud, 

1844 

Bertie, 

483 

468 

336 

489 

Anne  Arundel  county, 

Alex.  C.  Magruder, 

1842 

Bladen, 

320 

451 

324 

345 

Calvert  county, 

John  Beckett, 

1842 

Brunswick, 

347 

246 

359 

124 

Charles  county, 

Alexander  Matthews, 

1842 

Beaufort, 

840 

363 

755 

236 

Baltimore  county, 

Hugh  Ely, 

1846 

Burke, 

1,555 

367 

1,257 

510 

Talbot  county, 

Nicholas  Marlin, 

1844 

Cabarrus, 

445  mi. 

643 

227 

Somerset  county. 

Alexander  Donoho, 

1842 

Columbu^, 

242 

288 

210 

185 

Dorchester  county, 

W.  T.  Goldsboiough, 

1844 

Carteret 

448 

282 

371 

243 

Cecil  county, 

Geo.  R.  Howard,* 

1S46 

Currituck, 

150 

528 

70 

419 

P.  George’s  county, 

Thomas  G.  Pratt, 

1842 

Chatham, 

1,075 

603 

932 

627 

Queen  Anne’s  county, 

John  Palmer,* 

1846 

Chowan, 

292 

203 

145 

inj. 

Worcester  county, 

Teagle  Townsend,* 

1846 

Cumberland, 

621 

952 

499 

800 

Frederick  county, 

Richard  Potts, 

1844 

Camden, 

524 

91 

425 

49 

Harford  county, 

Otho  Scott, 

1844 

Caswell, 

270 

1,137 

116 

1,067 

Caroline  county. 

James  Turner, 

1842 

Craven, 

671 

643 

268 

669 

Baltimore  city. 

Benj.  C.  Howard,* 

1846 

Dublin, 

234 

766 

300 

754 

Washington  county, 

John  Newcomer,* 

1846 

Davidson, 

1,409 

470 

1,289 

69 

Montgomery  county, 

Horace  Wilson, 

1842 

Edgecoinb, 

111 

1,298 

71 

1,191 

Alleghany  county,  John  Beall,*  1346 

Carroll  county,  Wm.  P.  Maulsby,  1844 

Those  marked  in  (*)  are  new  members,  6 
Those  in  italics  are  Van  Buren  men,  6 

The  rest  are  whigs,  15 

House  of  delegates. 

SI.  Mary’s  county — Benedict  I.  Heard, f William 
Coad,  John  M.  S.  Causin.f 
Kent  county — Ebenezer  Welsh,  James  H.  Edes,* 
Daniel  Jones. 

Anne  Arundel  county — Charles  S.  Ridgely,  Ben- 
jamin E.  Gant,*  Richard  Estep,  Mortimore  Dor- 
sey.* 

Calvert  county — Thomas  J.  Hillen,  Jesse  J.  Dal- 
r3'mple,  George  W.  Weems. f 
Charles  county — John  D.  Bowling,  Geo.  Brent,* 
John  Matthews. 

Baltimore  county — John  B.  Holmes,  Philip  Poult- 
ney,  John  C.  Or  rick,]  Robert  S.  Welsh,  T.  B.  W. 
Randall.* 

Talbot  county — Jas.  L.  Martin,  Wm.  W.  Lowe,* 
William  B.  Willis.* 

Somerset  county— Jesse  Parsons,  Noah  Rider, j 
Isaac  D.  Jones, j William  Williams. j 

Dorchester  county — Kendall  M.  Jacobs,*  John 
R.  Keene, f William  Frazier,  Reuben  Tall. 

Cecil  county — William  H.  Morton,*  Wm.  Sim- 
coe,*  James  L.  Maxwell.* 

Prince  George’s  county — Robt.  W.  Bowie,  Wm. 
H.  Tuck,  John  M.  S.  Maccubbin,  Osborne  Sprigg. 
Annapolis  city — Dr.  William  Brewer.* 

Queen  Anne’s  county — Mathias  George,*  Thos. 
A.  Ford,*  Edward  P.  Paca.* 

Worcester  county — Edwin  Foreman,!  Ebenezer 
Hern,  Levi  Cathell,*  James  Hooper.* 

Frederick  county — Davis  Richardson,*  Joshua 
Motter,*  William  Lynch,*  Edward  A.  Lynch,*  Da- 
vid W.  Naill.* 

Harford  county — Samuel  Sutton,  C.  W.  Billing- 
slea,*  Thomas  Hope , William  Whiteford.* 

Caroline  county — John  Nicholls,*  Daniel  Orrell,* 
Tilghman  Sullivan.* 

Baltimore  city — Francis  Gallagher , John  B.  Sei- 
denstriclcer,  John  I.  Graves,  Benjamin  C.  Presst- 
man,*  John  C.  Legrand. 

Washington  county— Isaac  Nessbit,*  David  Clag- 
gett,*  Joseph  Weast.f  Lewis  Zeigler.* 

Montgomery  county — John  G.  England,  Thomas 
Gitting,*  William  L.  Gaither,  John  C.  Gott.* 
Allegany  county — Michael  C.  Sprigg, f Elisha 
Combs,*  Ralph  Thayer.* 

Carroll  county — John  Shower,]  John  B.  Boyle,] 
Somuel  D.  Lacompte,*  Daniel  Steele.* 

Those  in  italics  are  Van  Buren,  19;  whigs,  60. 

* New  members,  37. 

t Members  of  a former,  but  not  of  the  last,  13. 
Those  not  designated  were  members  of  the  last 
legislature,  29. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  legislature  is  to  meet  on  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember instead  of  the  1st  Monday.  The  precaution 
of  being  in  session  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  might 
happen  in  the  college  of  electors  induced  this  ar- 
rangement. 

At  the  recent  presidential  election  some  of  the 
counties  changed  their  political  front.  The  whigs 
carried  ten  counties  which  in  the  spring  gave  Van 
Buren  majorities,  and  the  Van  Burenites  carried  ten 
other  counties  which  in  the  spring  were  whig. 

In  the  senate,  the  whigs  have  lost  the  majority  in 
two  senatorial  districts,  Botetourt  and  Louisa;  and 
gained  in  two,  Kenawha  and  Pittsylvania. 

As  to  the  congressional  districts,  they  have  lost 
one,  the  Buckingham;  and  gained. four,  the  Norfolk, 
Jefferson,  Augusta  and  Kenawha. 

NORTH  CAROLtNA. 

Official  returns  of  the  election  for  governor. 

1340.  1836. 


Franklin, 

383 

636 

308 

564 

Granville, 

873 

760 

977 

391 

Gates, 

11  mj 

171 

Greene, 

308 

258 

171 

275 

Guilford, 

2,211 

469 

1,145 

475 

Halifax, 

622 

446 

565 

465 

Hertford, 

305 

221 

376 

264 

Hyde, 

457 

179 

450 

158 

Haywood, 

438 

241 

143 

549 

Iredell, 

1,669 

331 

1,284 

226 

Johnston, 

574 

611 

364 

672 

Jones, 

212 

121 

228 

121 

Lincoln, 

933 

2,056 

695 

1,654 

Lenoir, 

265 

386 

192 

389 

Macon  and 

431 

203  } 

275 

450 

Cherokee, 

292 

130  S 

Moore, 

560 

517 

343 

545 

Montgomery, 

1,102 

139 

1,048 

93 

Mecklenburgh 

, 984 

1,201 

869 

1,095 

Martin, 

244 

574 

251 

519 

New  Hanover, 

219 

899 

224 

766 

Nash, 

73 

782 

102 

679 

Northampton, 

543 

519 

604 

229 

Onslow, 

142 

690 

252 

518 

Orange, 

1,662 

1,549 

1,237 

1,132 

Person, 

274 

553 

230 

498 

Pasquotank, 

666 

222 

491 

252 

Pitt, 

625 

519 

482 

510 

Perquimons, 

494 

124 

479 

49 

Rowan  and 
Davie, 

954 

668 

627  ) 
247  ) 

1,642 

117 

Randolph, 

1,290 

343 

1,000 

112 

Buckingham, 

533 

l.ooo 

300 

846 

Robeson, 

601 

563 

409 

508 

Richmond, 

672 

79 

617 

60 

Rutherford, 

1,662 

515 

1,478 

588 

Sampson, 

478 

739 

419 

666 

Slolces, 

1,167 

1,190 

828 

802 

Surry, 

1,129 

978 

883 

1,035 

Tyrrell, 

427 

44 

400 

25 

Washington, 

370 

96 

377 

34 

Wilkes, 

1,425 

127 

1,426 

158 

Warren, 

88 

705 

92 

637 

Wayne, 

263 

777 

180 

716 

Wake, 

1,030 

1,157 

864 

891 

Yancy, 

391 

419 

105 

642 

43,265 

34,974 

34,974 

35,395 

30,637 

8,291  majority  for  Morehead. 

OHIO. 

Contested  elections.  Dr.  Duncan  intends  contest- 
ing Mr.  Pendleton’s  election,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  letter: 

Hamilton  co.  state  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Oct.  22, 1840. 

To  Nathaniel  G.  Pendleton,  esq. 

Sir:  You  are  notified  that  I shall  contest  your 
right  to  a seat  in  the  twenty-seventh  congress  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  first  congressional  district 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  a representative  from  the 
said- district,  upon  the  ground  that  you  have  not  re- 
ceived a majority  of  the  legal  votes  in  said  district. 

Specifications. 

1st.  Votes  were  given  to  you  by  persons  who  had 
not  the  legal  right  to  vote. 

2d.  Persons  voted  for  you  who  were  brought 
from  other  counties  in  this  state,  who  had  no  legal 
right  to  vote  in  this  district. 

3d.  Persons  voted  for  you  from  other  states,  who 
had  no  legal  residence  in  this  state. 

4th.  Votes  were  obtained  and  polled  for  you 
through  fraud  and  corruption,  viz:  by  giving  and 
promising  meat,  drink,  money,  clothing  and  other 
rewards. 

5th.  Persons  voted  for  you  twice  at  the  same 
election  at  different  polls,  and  at  the  same  polls 
where  they  had  previously  voted. 

6th.  The  polls  of  the  2d  ward,  in  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  other  election  districts  in  said  district, 
were  conducted  fraudulently,  in  this  particular,  viz: 
Tickets  were  introduced  into  the  ballot  box,  for 
which  there  were  no  names  named  on  the  poll 
books. 

7th.  That  the  judges  of  the  election  refused,  in 
the  2d  ward,  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati  and  other 
election  districts  in  this  district,  to  ask  the  elector 
such  questions  as  were  proper  to  prevent  illegal 
voting  when  challenged. 

All  of  which  is  in  violation  of  the  constitution- of 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  laws  regulating  elections 
in  said  state.  Respectfully, 

[Signed,]  A.  Duncan. 

Served  the  original,  of  which  this  is  a true  copy, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  the  22d  day  of  October,  1840, 
and  due  notice  accepted  by  Nathaniel  G.  Pendle- 
ton, in  person.  GrD.  M.  Ayres. 

In  presence  of  James  M.  Ewing. 

The  friends  of  John  C.  Wright,  esq.  of  Hamilton 
county,  Ohio,  are  contesting  Mr.  Holmes’  (V.  B.) 
right  to  a seat  in  the  senate  of  that  state.  Mr. 
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Wright  was  beaten  14  votes;  but  it  is  maintain- 
ed that  he  was  elected,  by  the  legal  votes.  In  al- 
lution  to  tbi3  matter  the  Lexington  (Ky.j  Intelli- 
gencer remarks: — “Mr.  Wright  is  a sound  lawyer,  a 
statesman,  and  an  accomplished  gentleman,  and  we 
should  rejoice  to  see  him  a member  of  the  senate  of 
our  sister  state,  not  only  because  he  is  a whig,  but 
because  of  his  sterling  integrity  and  devotion  to  the 
best  interests  of  his  country.” 

Official  returns  of  the  election  for  president. 

1840.  1836. 


south  Carolina.  j ordinary  business  of  the  bank  might  render  it  ne- 

Censvs  of  the  city  of  Charleston  and  suburbs  for  1840.  j cessary  to  have  it. 


City  proper — Free  white  persons,  males, 
Neck, 


do. 


do. 


do. 


6,826 

1,766 


COUNTIES. 

Har. 

V.  B.  Birney. 

Har. 

V.B. 

Adams, 

1,205 

1,431 

15 

786 

1,060 

Allen, 

173 

883 

0 

494 

454 

Ashtabula, 

3,738 

896 

95 

2,792 

805 

Athens, 

2,094 

1,322 

7 

1,098 

957 

Belmont, 

3,166 

2,602 

34 

2,666 

2,358 

Brown, 

1,798 

1,931 

28 

1,223 

1,675 

Butler, 

2,101 

3,192 

12 

1,487 

3,004 

Carroll, 

1,677 

1,545 

8 

1,233 

1,187 

Champaign, 

2,062 

1,207 

0 

1,641 

907 

Clark, 

2,381 

895 

1 

1,964 

831 

Clermont, 

2,044 

2,315 

39 

1,467 

2,029 

Clinton, 

1,847 

1,006 

9 

1,448 

807 

Columbiana, 

3,602 

3,660 

9 

2,653 

2,992 

Coshocton, 

1,830 

2,009 

0 

1,086 

1,503 

Crawford, 

1,009 

1,206 

2 

714 

733 

Cuyahoga, 

3,102 

1,814 

38 

2,529 

1,694 

Darke, 

1,303 

1,092 

0 

656 

66S 

Delaware, 

2,360 

1,644 

19 

1,550 

1,254 

Erie, 

1,324 

1,042 

2 

New  county. 

Fairfield, 

2,463 

3,318 

2 

1,846 

2,906 

Fayette, 

1,132 

771 

16 

828 

774 

Franklin, 

2,866 

1,774 

13 

2,166 

1,375 

Gallia, 

1,479 

725 

1 

873 

490 

Geauga, 

2,310 

893 

14 

3,219 

1,465 

Greene, 

2,321 

1,172 

3 

1,908 

903 

Guernsey, 

2,606 

2,186 

13 

2,074 

1,652 

Hamilton, 

5,873 

5,835 

44 

4,032 

4,871 

Hancock, 

693 

1,064 

0 

464 

701 

Hardin, 

431 

376 

0 

274 

196 

Harrison, 

2,008 

1,739 

18 

1,584 

1,683 

Henry, 

191 

181 

0 

94 

87 

Highland, 

2,145 

1,899 

12 

1,492 

1,476 

Hocking, 

649 

903 

0 

292 

536 

Holmes, 

1,109 

1,906 

0 

595 

1,157 

Huron, 

2,291 

1,531 

24 

2,798 

2,143 

Jackson, 

794 

785 

2 

449 

475 

Jefferson, 

2,300 

2,218 

6 

1,552 

1,992 

Knox, 

2,441 

2,789 

29 

1,800 

2,174 

Lake, 

1.887 

653 

11 

New  county. 

Lawrence, 

1,118 

454 

0 

433 

378 

Licking, 

3,357 

3,516 

12 

2,206 

2,859 

Logan, 

1,574 

845 

9 

1,388 

622 

Lorian, 

1,868 

1,313 

82 

1,460 

1,410 

Lucas, 

931 

516 

J 

630 

396 

Madison, 

1,201 

571 

1 

973 

574 

Marion, 

1,358 

1,128 

7 

1,016 

844 

Medina, 

1,793 

1,436 

13 

1,858 

1,094 

Meigs, 

1,284 

649 

2 

724 

446 

Mercer, 

551 

1,349 

5 

245 

315 

Miami, 

2,469 

1,339 

5 

1,787 

1,050 

Monroe, 

1,086 

2,075 

2 

492 

1,182 

Montgomery 

3,427 

2,951 

7 

2,554 

2,310 

Morgan, 

1,851 

1,910 

12 

1,107 

1,262 

Muskingum, 

4,367 

2,771 

21 

3,322 

2,069 

Ottawa, 

232 

168 

0 

New  county. 

Paulding, 

65 

155 

0 

Perry, 

1,471 

2,097 

0 

1,080 

1,503 

Pickaway, 

2,201 

1,807 

0 

1,508 

1,591 

Pike, 

650 

674 

5 

422 

491 

Portage, 

2,524 

1,963 

16 

3,302 

2,683 

Preble, 

2,299 

1,331 

3 

1,777 

978 

Putnam, 

401 

582 

4 

179 

238 

Richland, 

3,331 

4,539 

12 

2,247 

3,283 

Ross, 

3,081 

2,071 

16 

2,515 

1,905 

Sandusky, 

919 

917 

0 

642 

799 

Scioto, 

1,472 

749 

1 

1,049 

568 

Seneca, 

1,483 

1,616 

6 

94S 

1,129 

Shelby, 

955 

1,027 

0 

654 

533 

Stark, 

2,701 

3,107 

1 

1,946 

2,418 

Summit, 

2,562 

1,646 

35 

New  county. 

Trumbull, 

4,106 

3,325 

82 

3,386 

2,892 

Tuscarawas, 

2,329 

1,787 

0 

1,459 

1,370 

Union, 

946 

577 

3 

648 

438 

Vanwert, 

119 

191 

0 

Warren, 

2,813 

1,504 

6 

2,260 

1,326 

Washington, 

2,109 

1,458 

2 

1,070 

906 

Wayne, 

2,798 

3,321 

6 

1,630 

2,696 

Williams, 

396 

407 

0 

176 

198 

Wood, 

548 

518 

0 

490 

275 

Total, 

148,141 

124,780  903 

105,417  96,916 

City  proper- 
Neck, 


City  proper- 
Neck, 


-Free  white  persons,  females, 
do.  do.  do. 


-Free  colored  persons,  males, 
do.  do.  do. 


8,592 

6,203 

1,675 

7,878 

584 

525 


City  proper — Free  colored  persons,  females, 


Neck, 


do. 


do. 


City  proper — Slaves,  males, 


124,780 


23,361  Harrison  majority. 

The  Cincinnati  and  White-water  canal  will  be 
completed  early  in  the  ensuing  season.  The  six 
miles  nearest  the  connection  with  the  White-water 
canal  of  Indiana  are  now  ready  for  the  water. 


Neck, 


City  proper- 
Neck, 


do. 


do. 


1,660 

6,334 

3,346 


-Slaves,  females, 
do.  do. 


9.780 
8,339 

3.781 


Other  systems,  admitting  of  a more  enlarged  cir- 
culation in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  specie, 
might  enable  them  to  redeem  their  notes  with  spe- 
cie at  all  times;  but  the  one  I have  indicated,  most 
probably  would.  And  I am  perfectly  free  to  admit, 
that  after  all  the  light  that  has  been  shed  upon  this 
important  and  intricate  question,  J have  never  been 
able  to  understand  the  process  by  which  a bank 
could  redeem  three  dollars,  and  as  not  unfrequently 
happens  under  existing  systems,  twenty,  with  one. 

The  answer  to  this  argument  is,  that  banks  are 
seldom  called  on  to  redeem  all  or  any  considerable 
portion  of  their  circulation  at  or  near  the  same 
time.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  there  isscarce- 
ly  a bank  of  discount  and  circulation  in  the  world, 
which  has  not  at  some  time  or  other  suspended 
specie  payments  for  want  of  ability  to  redeem  its 
notes:  and  experience  upon  this,  as  well  as  every 
other  subject,  is  believed  to  be  a much  safer  in- 


Total,  city  proper, 
Total,  neck. 


41,144 

ALABAMA. 

Extracts  from  the  message  of  gov.  Bagby.  Among 
the  subjects  most  likely  to  occupy  a prominent  place 
in  your  deliberations,  the  present  condition  and  fu- 
ture management  of  the  state  bank  system,  will  not 
be  the  least  interesting  or  important. 

The  intimate  connection  between  this  subject 
and  the  currency,  or  w hat  shall  constitute  the  cir- 
culating medium,  renders  it,  in  my  judgment,  one 
of  incalculable  magnitude,  not  only  in  reference  to 
the  present  condition,  but  to  the  future  prosperity 
of  the  people  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  other  states 
of  the  union. 

From  a deliberate  and  careful  examination  ofthe 
provisions  of  the  federal  constitution,  with  a view 
to  ascertain  the  powers  of  the  general  government 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  I came  fully  to  the  con- 
clusion, and  so  expressed  myself  in  the  first  mes- 
sage I had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  legisla- 
ture, that  the  federal  government  possessed  no 
power  whatever  over  the  currency,  except  to  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof.  This  con- 
clusion is  to  be  deduced  not  only  from  the  entire 
absence  or  omission  of  any  provision  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  conferring  upon  the 
general  government  the  power,  either  to  regulate 
the  currency,  or  to  supply  a paper  medium;  but 
from  the  impressive  recollection,  that  all  the  states 
without  exception,  have,  from  the  origin  ofthe  go- 
vernment, exercised  the  power  of  chartering  banks, 
and  of  supplying,  through  the  medium  of  bank 
notes,  a paper  circulation,  without  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  general  government,  to  prohibit  or 
restrain  them.  It  is  true  that  the  federal  constitu- 
tion prohibits  the  states  from  passing  any  law  mak- 
ing any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a legal  tender  in 
the  payment  of  debts.  But  this  provision,  so  far 
from  giving  the  banking  power  to  the  general  go- 
vernment, or  withholding  it  from  the  states,  raises 
the  strongest  implication,  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  aware  that  the  power  of  chartering 
banks  had  been  left  to  the  states,  were  anxious  to 
guard  against  the  abuse  of  that  power,  by  providing, 
that  bank  paper  should  never  be  considered  as  mo- 
ney; thereby  furnishing  the  strongest  inducements 
to  those  who  used  it,  to  make  it  approximate  as 
nearly  as  possible,  to  a proper  specie  standard. 

Impelled  by  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  the 
principles  of  the  compact,  to  which  the  states  of 
the  union  are  parties,  from  violation,  and  a deter- 
mination, so  far  as  depends  on  me,  in  performing 
the  part  assigned  me  by  the  constitution  and  laws, 
to  guard  against  any  encroachment  on  the  rights  of 
the  stales,  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  state 
bank  system  should  be  placed  on  such  a footing,  as 
would  enable  it  to  fulfil  the  important  function  of 
furnishing,  within  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  ac- 
tion, a sound  circulating  medium,  not  liable  to  de- 
preciation in  value.  This  object,  so  much  to  be 
desired,  can  only  be  effected,  by  so  regulating  and 
restraining  the  issues  of  the  banks,  as  to  enable 
them,  at  all  times,  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie  on 
demand. 

After  full  reflection,  aided  by  a careful  and  re- 
spectful examination  of  several  ofthe  most  approv- 
ed theories  upon  the  subject  of  banking,  I am  of 
opinion,  that  this  object  might  be  attained  with 
reasonable  certainty,  in  wrell  managed  banking  in- 
stitutions, by  never  permitting  the  circulation  of  a 


structor  than  any  theory,  however  plausible  in  it- 
self, or  gratifying  it  may  be  to  individual  cupidity 
land  avarice;  which  are  believed  to  be  the  main  pil- 

' lars  which  sustain  most  of  the  modern  theories  upon 

12,120  I the  subject  of  banking. 

29,263  ' It  is  contended,  however,  that  confidence  is  to 
11.876  Icome  in  aid  of  capital,  and  that  part  ofthe  void 
which,  according  to  the  views  here  submitted  ought 
to  be  filled  with  gold  and  silver,  is  to  be  supplied 
by  confidence. 

Confidence  is  certainly  a valuable  principle,  and 
one  which  ought  to  be  cultivated  and  cherished.  It 
sweetens  the  intercourse  of  life,  and  tends  greatly 
to  facilitate  commercial  dealing.  But  confidence 
and  capital  are  not  convertible  terms.  Confidence 
and  credit  are,  in  the  ordinary  and  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  terms,  much  more  neaily  so.  The 
only  profitable  or  useful  kind  of  confidence  is  that 
which  is  reposed  in  the  disposition  of  a man  to  ap- 
ply his  means  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  engagements. 
And  he  who  confides  in  an  individual  or  corpora- 
tion to  pay  thrice,  or  even  a greater  portion  than 
such  individual  or  corporation  is  worth,  will  almost 
invariably  find  his  confidence  misplaced;  as  the 
deeply  embarrassed  condition  of  this  and  almost 
every  other  civilized  country  but  too  fully  attests. 
The  system  of  two  dollars  for  one  would  not  only 
afford  sufficient  security  to  those  who  receive  bank 
notes  as  the  faithful  representative  of  money,  but  is 
conceived  to  be  perfectly  equitable  so  far  as  the 
banks  themselves  are  concerned,  by  enabling  them 
to  keep  in  circulation  and  realize  a profit  upon  an 
amount  of  paper  equal  to  the  amount  of  their  capi- 
tal; while  it  would  effectually  guard  against  those 
sudden  expansions  and  contractions  which  operate 
so  ruinously  upon  commerce,  tend  to  foster  a spirit 
of  gambling  speculation  and  render  the  value  of 
property  at  all  times  unsettled  and  uncertain.  It 
should  be  recollected  too,  that  the  object  of  our  state 
banking  system,  was  not  so  much  to  enable  the 
banks  to  make  large  profits  out  of  the  wants  or  ne- 
cessities of  the  people,  but  to  furnish  a circulation 
commensurate  with  their  reasonable  wants,  not 
liable  to  depreciation  in  value. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  and  correctness 
of  these  views,  I earnestly  recommend  to  you  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  will,  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable, enable  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
and  tire  several  branches  thereof,  to  resume  specie 
payments,  and  to  continue  to  redeem  their  notes  on 
demand,  without  future  interruption.  The  only 
way  of  effecting  this  object  is,  by  bringing  and 
keeping  the  circulation  ot  the  banks  to  the  standard 
before  stated,  and  never  permitting  them,  at  any 
time,  or  under  any  circumstances  to  exceed  it.  The 
transaction  of  much  too  large  a portion  of  their  bu- 
siness on  long  tune,  is  believed  to  have  been  fraught 
with  the  most  pernicious  consequences  to  the  bor- 
rowers as  w'ell  as  to  the  banks,  and  ought  in  their 
future  operations  to  be  guarded  against  as  far  as 
possible.  It  would  also  tend  greatly  to  purify  and 
invigorate  the  ordinary  channels  of  circulation,  to 
restrain  the  banks  from  issuing  any  bills  of  a less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  in  connection 
therewith  to  exclude  from  circulation,  by  more  effi- 
cient legislation,  those  pests  of  ordinary  circulation, 
individual  change  bills. 

Under  the  act  of  29!h  January,  1840,  to  recall 
and  cancel  the  unsold  bonds  issued  by  the  state  of 
Alabama,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  have  returned  bonds, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
sand dollars — the  president  and  directors  of  the 
branch  bank  at  Huntsville,  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars — and  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  branch  at  Montgomery,  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  and  sixty  seven  thou- 
sand dollars;  all  of  which  have  been  cancelled  and 
are  deposited  in  the  treasury  department,  subject  to 


bank  to  exceed  two  dollars  in  paper,  for  every  dol 
lar  of  specie  in  its  vault,  or  at  such  points  as  the  I the  final  disposition  of  the  legislature. 
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It  will  also  be  perceived  by  a letter  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  a copy 
of  which  is  herewith  submitted,  that  proper  steps 
have  been  taken  to  recall  all  the  bonds  remaining 
unsold,  belonging  to  that  institution;  and  (hat  they 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Mobile,  awaiting  the  navigable  state  of  the  river, 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  bank  at  this  place.  The 
withdrawal  of  so  large  an  amount  of  ourstock  from 
market,  cannot  fail  to  have  a most  beneficial  effect 
on  the  credit  of  the  state,  and  enhance  the  value  of 
our  stock,  if,  at  any  time  hereafter,  circumstances 
should  render  it  necessary  to  raise  money  on  the 
public  credit  of  the  state.  Influenced  by  a constant 
desire  to  preserve  that  credit  unimpaired,  and  to 
counteract  the  mischievous  tendency  and  effects  of 
the  proposition,  which  seems  to  be  seriously  enter- 
tained in  some  portions  of  the  country,  for  the  gene- 
ral government  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  individual  slates,  I beg  leave  again  to  press 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  the  pro- 
priety of  providing  without  further  delay,  either  in 
the  mode  pointed  out  in  my  last  annual  message,  or 
in  such  other  mode  as  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature 
may  suggest,  a sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of 
our  state  stock. 

Immediate  attention  to  this  subject  is  not  only 
required  by  that  constant  regard  to  the  high  consi 
derations  of  good  faith,  which  we  should  always 
guard  with  the  most  sedulous  care,  but,  will  put  at 
rest,  so  far  as  Alabama  is  concerned,  a proposition 
pregnant  w ith  more  pernicious  consequences  to  the 
sovereignty  and  separate  independence  of  the  states, 
than  any  which  has  agitated  the  national  councils. 
For,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  w hatever  au- 
thority has  the  right,  oris  permitted  to  exercise  the 
power,  of  paying  the  debts  of  a state  or  nation,  will 
ultimately  control  its  will  and  its  political  action. 

It  is  well  known  that  I came  into  office,  not  only 
favorable  but  pledged  to  the  subjects  of  education 
and  internal  improvement.  This  pledge,  although 
to  a great  extent  unredeemed,  has  not  been  forgot- 
ten, or  purposely  neglected.  It  will  be  remember- 
ed that  the  period  within  which  it  has  fallen  to  my 
lot  to  administer  the  government,  has  been  one  of 
extraordinary  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  every 
way  uupropitious  for  engaging  extensively,  or  suc- 
cessfully, in  the  prosecution  of  either  of  these  ob- 
jects. Nor  am  1 satisfied  that  the  time  has  yet  ar- 
rived, when  we  can,  with  perfect  propriety,  embark 
in  the  accomplishment  of  matters  which  every  one 
so  much  desires.  But  from  a thorough  conviction, 
that  the  amount  employed  in  banking  in  this  state, 
would,  if  we  had  the  actual  capital,  greatly  exceed 
the  amount  necessary  to  supply  the  sound  reasona- 
ble wants  of  the  community,  1 respectfully  recom- 
mend to  the  general  assembly  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing a part  of  the  capital  now  employed  in 
banking  as  last  as  the  condition  of  the  banks  will 
justify  it,  and  applying  it  in  such  manner,  and  in 
such  proportions  as  the  legislature  may,  in  their 
wisdom,  consider  most  proper  to  the  purposes  of 
internal  improvement  and  a general  system  of  edu- 
cation. 

The  construction  of  some  work  of  internal  im- 
provement connecting  the  Tennessee  rivpr  with 
the  navigable  waters  of  Mobile  bay,  thereby  form- 
ing a permanent  link  of  intercommunication  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  the 
state,  has  so  long  occupied  the  public  mind  and  is 
justly  considered  a subject  of  such  intrinsic  impor- 
tance, that  nothing  but  imperious  necessity  can 
fairly  excuse  its  postponement  to  the  present  time. 
The  only  modes  in  w hich  this  work  can  be  accom- 
plished are,  by  canal,  railway  or  Macadamized  road. 
In  deciding  in  favor  of  either  of  these  modes,  the 
relative  cost,  advantages,  convenience  and  adapta- 
tion to  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  particularly 
to  the  productions  of  the  sections  that  would  be 
connected  by  it,  must  be  taken  into  the  estimate. 
Without  intending  to  disparage  or  to  discourage 
the  adoption  of  either  of  the  other  modes,  a Macada- 
mized road  has,  in  my  opinion,  advantages  over 
either  of  the  others;  although  it  is  not  improbable, 
that,  in  expressing  this  opinion,  I shall  subject  my- 
self to  the  imputation  of  a retrogressive  spirit,  not 
congenial  with  the  improvement  of  the  age. 

The  arguments,  which  to  my  mind,  give  to  this 
mode  of  improvement  advantages  over  every  other 
are,  cheapness  in  the  construction  and  repairs, 
greater  practicability,  less  liability  to  accidents,  and 
greater  adaptation  to  the  convenience  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  But  the  main  reason  in  lavor 
of  a Macadamized  road  is,  that  the  country  to  be 
connected  by  this  work  with  Mobile,  is  emphatical- 
ly a provision-raising  region;  and  even  if  the  heavy 
productions  in  which  it  abounds,  could  be  tians- 
ported  on  rail  roads,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
greatly  enhancing  the  cost  of  transportation,  and 
would  throw  out  of  employment  a considerable 
portion  of  the  capital  employed  in  raising  those 


productions,  for  a considerable  period  of  the  year. 
Whereas,  if  the  other  description  of  road  be  adopt- 
ed, the  hands,  the  teams,  and  the  wagons  used  in 
making  the  produce,  could  be  profitably  employed 
in  transporting  it  to  market.  In  fine,  to  repeat  a 
sentiment  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  or 
deeply  inculcated,  it  would-  produce  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number. 

Although  deeply  impressed  with  the  utility  and 
importance  of  a work  of  this  kind,  if  the  legisla- 
ture should  be  of  opinion  that  either  this  object,  or 
the  general  system  of  education  to  which  I have 
referred,  should  be  postponed  to  a period  of  greater 
public  prosperity,  I have  no  hesitation  in  express- 
ing the  opinion,  that  education  should  be  put  in 
advance  of  every  other  interest.  Indeed,  when  we 
attempt  to  estimate  the  advantages  of  education,  in 
preparing  mankind  for  all  that  is  useful,  honorable 
and  praiseworthy  in  this  life,  and  for  any  higher 
state  of  moral  and  intellectual  enjoyment  in  that 
which  is  to  come,  it  is  difficult  to  place  any  other 
interest  in  competition  with  it,  or  to  resist  the  un- 
welcome conclusion,  that  we  have  already  slum- 
bered too  long  upon  this  vital  subject.  Consider- 
ing too,  that  ours  is  emphatically  a government  of 
opinion,  and  that  the  success  and  purity  of  its  ad- 
ministration will  always  depend  upon  the  extent  to 
which  that  opinion  is  enlightened,  the  advantages 
of  education  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  in  a 
political  point  of  view.  It  is  that  alone  which  can 
keep  alive  the  vestal  spark  of  enlightened  patriot- 
ism: and  while  I am  free  to  declare,  that  I should 
rejoice  to  see  the  resources  of  the  state  fully  deve- 
loped by  the  construction  of  every  kind  of  improve- 
ment, which  could  tend  to  the  consummation  of 
that  object,  I would  rather  be  instrumental  in  im- 
parting to  the  indigent  and  orphan  children  in  the 
state  of  Alabama,  the  rudiments  of  a common 
English  education,  than  to  enjoy  the  exclusive  cre- 
dit of  constructing  a rail  road  from  Louisiana  to 
the  lakes.  This  system,  when  once  set  in  motion 
by  the  munificence  of  the  legislature,  carrying,  as 
it  will,  its  genial  influence  like  the  rays  of  the  sun, 
into  every  coi  ner  of  the  state,  aided  as  it  will  be,  by 
the  fostering  influence  of  enlightened  public  opi- 
nion, could  not  fail  of  ultimate  success.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, that  the  sparseness  of  our  population  in 
many  parts  of  the  state,  would  present  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  immediate  and  entire  success  of  the 
system. 

But  it  is  surely  not  expecting  too  much  of  free 
men  in  this  enlightened  age,  to  presume,  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  submit  to  some  privations,  and 
to  encounter  some  difficulties,  in  order  to  open  to 
their  children  the  avenues  to  learning  and  moral 
improvement,  by  which  they  would,  in  the  end, 
be  conducted  to  the  valuable  fountains  of  virtue 
and  knowledge. 

The  present  amount  of  capital  employed  in  bank- 
ing, is  ten  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  is  believed  that  six  millions  are  as 
much  as  can  be  advantageously  employed  in  that 
mode;  which  would  leave  four  millions  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  as  fast  as  it  can  be 
realised  by  the  banks,  to  be  appropriated  to  other 
objects.  The  impolicy  of  employing  too  large  a 
capital  in  banking,  and  the  evils  of  a redundant 
circulation  have  been  so  fully  realized,  that  if  the 
legislature  should  be  indisposed  to  employ  any  por- 
tion of  it  in  the  manner  I have  indicated,  1 am 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  capital  of  the  banks 
should  be  reduced  to  six  millions;  and  the  excess 
above  that  sum,  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the 
stock. 

The  university  of  Alabama,  in  the  success  of 
which  we  have  so  deep  an  interest,  has  not  been 
unaffected  by  the  causes  which  have  operated  upon 
every  other  department  of  the  public  interest. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  unhealthiness  of  the  past 
season,  and  to  the  deep  state  of  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, the  number  of  students  is  less  than  at 
the  commencement  of  your  last  session.  The  pre- 
sident and  officers  of  the  faculty  continue  to  be 
faithful  and  unremitting  in  their  exertions  to  pro- 
mote the  utility,  and  elevate  the  character  of  the 
institution;  and  to  fulfil  the  high  expectations  that 
were  formed  of  their  merits  and  qualifications. 
Inasmuch  as  the  board  of  trustees  will  meet  and 
report  to  you  upon  the  affairs  of  this  institution 
generally,  during  the  present  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  go  into  further 
detail  in  this  communication. 

INDIANA. 

Inland  navigation.  The  first  boat  which  passed 
from  fort  Wayne  to  La  Fayette  on  the  Erie  and 
Wabash  canal,  wa3  welcomed  into  that  village  a 
few  days  since,  in  a style  suitable  to  that  important 
occasion.  As  steamboat  navigation  on  the  opening 
of  the  Erie  and  Wabash  canal  connects  the  naviga- 
tion of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river,  from  which 


the  states  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  must  derive  inva- 
luable benefits,  as  it  puts  them  on  a footing  with 
Ohio  in  their  facilities  of  communication  with  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Boston. 

[N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  OF  MD. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  REJECTION  OF  PETITIONS 
FOR  THE  ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

In  house  of  representatives,  Jan.  25,  27  and  28,  1810. 
[concluded  from  page  174.] 

The  right  of  petition,  even  at  this  day,  is  more 
important  to  the  people  of  England  than  it  is  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  because  in  England 
the  right  to  vote  is  still  restricted  to  a privileged 
few,  and  hence  the  voice  of  a majority  of  the  people 
of  a borough,  city  or  a county,  may  be  different  from 
the  voice  of  a majority  of  the  electors;  and  it  may 
often  occur  that  the  member  of  parliament  elect  may 
not  be  the  true  mirror  to  reflect  faithfully  all  the  fea- 
tures of  the  popular  will. 

Is  liberty  in  this  country  held  by  so  frail  a right? 
Have  the  people  to  rescue  their  rights  and  power 
from  the  hands  of  an  hereditary  few?  Or  is  not  each 
man  himself  a part  of  the  government?  Trace  the 
history  of  our  people  and  their  governments  from 
their  first  embarkation  from  England  to  the  present 
hour,  and  what  will  it  prove  to  you?  They  brought 
with  them  written  charters  and  democratic  institu- 
tions. The  charter  of  Maryland,  for  instance,  given 
by  an  arbitrary  monarch,  was  more  democratic  in 
relation  to  popular  representation  than  the  constitu- 
tion, now  the  organic  law  of  that  state.  The  people 
could  legislate  themselves,  or  by  representation. — 
What  did  the  revolution  effect?  The  4th  of  July 
tyro  will  say  that  it  broke  the  bonds  of  slavery  and 
made  us  free,  and  secured  that  freedom  by  the  right 
to  petition.  That  is  an  aspersion  on  our  forefathers. 
They  were  always  free.  They  brought  with  them 
the  spirit  of  freedom,  and  each  man  had  a constitu- 
tion of  rights  and  freedom  written  in  his  heart,  deeper 
and  more  revered  than  the  parchment  of  their  char- 
ters. The  revolution  effected  a total  separation,  and 
produced  constitutional  and  confederated  govern- 
ment. The  ballot  box  was  left  as  before,  or  extend- 
ed to  all.  The  ballot  box  is  the  greatest  conservative 
principle  of  our  liberties;  every  citizen  finds  that  it 
is  his  safe  guard  against  oppression;  and  in  this  coun- 
try every  freeman  can  speak  through  the  ballot,  and 
his  voice  and  his  will  are  felt  and  obeyed.  It  is  the 
broad  basis  of  our  political  fabric,  and  in  its  exercise 
the  liberties  of  the  people  are  secure  as  long  as  they 
continue  intelligent  and  virtuous? 

I could  refer  to  various  English  statutes  to  show 
how  far  the  right  to  petition  has  been  restrained  and 
enlarged,  but  it  is  unnecessary.  But  I will  present- 
ly show  that  it  is  at  this  day,  and  has  long  been,  the 
established  rule  in  parliament,  to  receive  no  petition 
when  parliament  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  prayer;  nor  will  it  receive  a peti- 
tioBi  on  such  questions  and  subjects  as  it  may’  have 
jurisdiction,  when,  by  the  reception  of  the  petition, 
it  would  delay  and  embarrass  the  public  business  of 
the  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Msssachusetts  said  that  a 
member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Legate,  I sup- 
pose), in  opposing,  in  a former  session  the  right  of 
abolitionists  to  petition,  had  alluded  to  English  pre- 
cedents, and  he  spent  some  time  in  combating  (he 
position  assumed  by  the  able  member  from  South 
Carolina.  I have  not  on  my  memory  very  distinctly 
the  grounds  taken  in  that  debate,  but  I have  no  he- 
sitancy in  saying  that  the  conclusion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  was  correct,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  argument.  I do  not  say  it  is  so,  but 
the  gentleman,  who  is  not  here  to  defend  his  posi- 
tion, may  have  been  on  that  occasion,  like  a learned 
English  judge,  who  is  described  in  the  Lounger’s 
Common  Place  Book,  as  being  remarkable  for  the 
accuiacy  and  soundness  of  his  decisions,  and  the 
fallacy  of  the  reasoning  by  which  he  reached  them. 

The  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
read  from  “Hatsell’s  Precedents.”  I will  take  oc- 
casion to  quote  from  the  same  high  authority,  and 
show  that  although  “it  is  declared  by  the  statute  of 
William  and  Mary  that  the  subject  hath  a right  to 
petition,  and  that  all  commitments  and  prosecutions 
for  such  petitioning  are  illegal,”  yet  that  the  house 
of  commons  will  not  receive  petitions  when  a bill  is 
pending  to  raise  revenue,  and  that  in  other  instances 
they  have  summarily  rejected  petitions: 

“In  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  commons,  so 
late  as  the  29th  of  June,  1836,  the  subject  of  peti- 
tion was  fully  and  elaborately  debated. 

“Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  offered  the  petition  of  a 
certain  rev.  Eugene  Mulholland,  praying  that  a law 
might  be  enacted  to  provide  that  the  canon  law  of 
the  church  of  Rome  be  fairly  observed,  as  between 
the  several  orders  of  the  clergy  of  that  church,  and 
in  so  far  as  shall  be  compatible  with  the  laws  of  the 
country. 
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“Mr.  Wynn  protested  against  the  useless  and  most ' 
inconvenient  practice  of  entertaining  petititions  with 
respect  to  which  the  house  can  neither  investigate 
the  alleged  grounds  of  complaint,  nor  afford  any 
practical  relief.  It  was  a subject  over  which  the  le- 
gislature could  exercise  no  control.  It  was  impos- 
sible tor  the  house  to  receive  such  a petition. 

“Mr.  Roebuck  rose  to  a point  of  order:  That  the 
house  could  not  recognise  the  canon  law  of  Rome, 
and  could  take  no  means  to  compel  others  to  abide 
by  it. 

“Mr.  Scarlett  hoped  (hat  the  house  would  hear  the 
grievance  ot  which  the  reverend  gentleman  com- 
plained, as  there  was  no  doubt  a grievance  did  exist, 
and  the  house  was  a pioper  place  for  taking  such  a 
petition  into  consideration. 

“The  speaker  said:  I have  always  understood  that 
when  an  honorable  member  presented  a petition  to 
the  house,  he  first  made  himself  responsible  to  the 
house  that  it  contained  no  improper  language,  or  such 
as  ought  not  to  be  addressed  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons; and,  secondly,  that  he  was  supposed  to  exer- 
cise a becoming  discretion  as  to  the  possibility  or 
propriety  of  parliament  granting  any  relief  in  the 
matter.  I am  sure  I need  not  indicate  to  the  house 
the  great  inconvenience  which  must  result  from  ho- 
norable members  pursuing  a contrary  practice,  both 
in  reference  to  the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  and  the  progress  of  public  business. 

“Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  said  he  had  carefully  pe- 
rused the  petition,  and  could  confidently  state,  that 
from  beginning  to  end,  there  did  not  occur  one  im- 
proper word  or  expression  towards  the  house.  It 
was  altogether  couched  in  the  most  respectful  lan- 
guage. 

“The  attorney  general  said:  I have  looked  at  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  and  I think  that  the  petition 
ought  to  be  received.  1 am  of  opinion  that  no  peti- 
tion should  be  received  which  prays  for  that  which,  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  the  house  to  accede  to.  But  such 
is  not  the  fact  in  the  present  instance.  The  petitioner 
asks  that  the  law  may  be  altered;  that  the  prayer  is 
urged  upon  us  only  as  one  branch  of  the  legislature, 
who  cannot  pass  a law  without  the  approval  of  the 
lords  and  the  crown.  It  would  not  be  impossible  to 
introduce  a bill  having  for  its  object  that  which  the 
petitioner  prays  for.  If,  however,  a bill  were  propos- 
ed for  the  canon  law  ol  Rome  being  made  the  law  of 
England,  I apprehend  there  can  be  no  doubt  there 
would  be  an  unanimous  feeling  amongst  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  against  any  such  measure.  I 
humbly  beg  to  say,  that  when  a petition  merely  prays 
that  the  law  may  be  altered,  it  should  be  received. 

“Mr.  Roebuck  added,  after  what  had  fallen  from 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman,  he  was  in  er- 
ror in  opposing  the  reception  of  the  petition,  since 
it  only  prayed  an  alteration  of  the  law;  therefore,  as 
far  as  his  objection  went,  he  waived  it. 

“Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  moved  that  the  petition 
do  lie  on  the  table:  which  was  ordered. — Mirror  of 
Parliament , vol.  2,  page  2,136. 

“On  the  9th  of  April,  1694,  a petition  was  tender- 
ed to  the  house,  relating  to  the  bill  for  granting  to 
their  majesties  several  duties  upon  the  tonnage  of 
ships,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  petition 
be  received,  it  passed  in  the  negative.” — Halsell’s 
Precedent’s,  vol.  3 , p.  200. 

“On  the  28th  of  April,  1698,  a petition  was  offer- 
ed to  the  house,  against  the  bill  for  laying  a duty 
upon  inland  pit  coal,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  petition  be  received,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive.”— Ib.p.  200. 

“On  the  5th  of  January,  1703,  a petition  of  the 
malsters  of  Nottingham  being  offered,  against  the 
the  bill  for  continuing  the  duties  upon  malt,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  petition  be  brought  up, 
it  passed  in  the  negative.” — lb.  p.  290. 

“On  the  11th  of  December,  1706. — Resolved,  That 
this  house  will  receive  no  petition  for  any  sum  of 
money,  relating  to  public  service,  bijt  what  is 
recommended  by  the  crown.  Upon  the  11th  of 
June,  1713,  this  is  declared  to  be  a standing  order 
of  the  house.” — lb.  p.  202. 

“On  the  2d  of  February,  1726,  a petition  of  the 
land  owners  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  forlessening  the  pro- 
portion of  the  said  isle  to  the  land  tax,  being  offered, 
and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  petition  be 
brought  up,  it  passed  in  the  negative.” — lb.  p.  202. 

“On  the  8th  of  March,  1732,  a petition  being  of- 
fered against  a bill  depending  for  securing  the  trade 
of  the  sugar  colonies,  it  was  refused  to  be  brought 
up.  A motion  was  then  made,  that  a committee  be 
appointed  to  search  precedents  in  relation  to  the  re- 
ceiving or  not  receiving  petitions  aginst  the  imposing 
of  duties,  and  the  question  being  pin,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.” — lb.  p.  202. 

“On  the  28th  of  January,  1760,  a petition  of  the 
malsters  of  Ipswich,  against  the  additional  duty  upon 
the  stock  of  malt  in  hand,  being  offered,  on  question, 
that  it  may  be  brought  tip,  it  passed  in  the  negative, 
nemine  contradicentc.”—lb.  p.  203. 


“On  the  15th  of  February,  1765,  a petition  of  Mr. 
Montague,  agent  for  Virginia,  and  a petition  from 
Connecticut,  and  another  Irom  the  inhabitants  of  Ca- 
rolina, against  the  bill  then  depending  for  imposing 
a stamp  duty  in  America,  being  offered,  upon  ques- 
tion lor  bringing  it  up,  it  passed  in  the  negative.” — 
lb.  p.  204. 

“On  the  4th  of  March,  1795,  a petition  of  certain 
merchants,  importers  and  dealers  in  foreign  wines, 
praying  that  the  proposed  augmentation  of  duties  on 
foreign  wines  may  not  be  imposed  on  the  stock  in 
hand  on  the  23d  of  February  last,  being  offered  to 
be  presented  to  the  house,  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  said  petition  be  brought  n p,  it  passed  in  the 
negative,  nemine  contradicente.” — lb.  p.  208. 

Here,  then,  are  precedents  for  more  than  a cen- 
tury. 

“The  house  adopted  this  rule:  ‘That  they  would 
not  receive  any  petition  against  a bill  then  depend- 
ing for  imposing  a tax  or  duty.’  The  principle  upon 
which  this  rule  was  adopted  appears  to  be  this:  that 
a tax  extending  in  its  effects  over  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  more  or  less  affecting  every  individual, 
and  in  its  nature  necessarily  and  intentionally  impos 
ing  a burden  upon  the  people,  it  can  answer  no  end 
or  purpose  whatever  for  any  set  of  petitioners  to 
state  ttiese  consequences  as  agrievanceto  the  house. 
The  house  of  commons,  before  they  come  to  a reso- 
lution which  imposes  a tax,  cannot  but  know  that  it 
may  very  sensibly  affect  the  commerce  or  manu- 
factures upon  which  the  duty  is  laid;  but  they  can- 
not permit  the  inconvenience  that  may  possibly  be 
brought  upon  a particular  branch  of  trade  to  weigh 
with  them  when  put  in  the  balance  with  those  ad- 
vantages which  are  intended  to  result  to  the  whole, 
and  which  the  public  necessities  of  the  state  demand 
from  them.  For  these  reasons  it  has  been  thought 
better  and  more  candid  to  the  persons  petitioning,  at 
once  to  refuse  receiving  their  petition,  rather  than, 
by  receiving  it,  to  give  countenance  to  the  applica- 
tion, and  to  mislead  I he  petitioners  into  an  idea,  that 
in  consequence  of  their  petitions  the  house  of  com- 
mons would  desist  from  the  tax  proposed,  and  im- 
pose another,  which,  though  it  might  be  less  felt 
by  that  branch  ot  trade,  might  be  more  oppressive 
to  some  other.” — Ib.p.  206. 

So  much  for  English  precedents.  And  yet,  the 
right  of  petition,  at  this  day,  is  more  important  to 
the  people  of  England  than  to  the  people  of  the  U. 
States.  Gentlemen,  as  I said  before,  are  unjust  to 
themselves  and  to  the  country,  when  they  talk  about 
the  right  of  petition  being  the  foundation  of  our  li- 
berties; and  they  are  equally  in  error  when  they'  say 
that  the  federal  constitution  recognises  the  right  ol 
petition  as  transmitted  by  our  English  ancestors. — 
The  difference  consists  in  this,  that  we,  the  congress 
ol  the  United  States,  have  a written  constitution 
which  defines  our  powers  and  limits  their  exercise, 
by  enumerating  the  subjects  over  which  we  may  le- 
gislate. But,  in  England,  the  power  of  parliament 
is  almost  unlimited  and  undefinable — is  supreme  and 
absolute.  No  men  were  better  acquainted  with  the 
jurisprudence  of  England,  in  all  its  branches,  than 
the  statesmen  of  the  revolution,  and  those  wdio  fram- 
ed our  constitution.  It  was  in  the  laws  of  England 
that  they  found  a definition  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  duties  of 
rulers— a line  drawn  between  the  asserted  and  legi- 
timate powers  of  royal  prerogative.  They  found 
that  there  were  customs,  charters  and  franchises,  a 
rnagna  charta,  and  acts  of  parliament,  all  declaratory 
of  tiie  private  and  corporate  rights  of  the  people,  and 
intended  to  secure  their  enjoyment.  They  knew 
that  it  was  in  defence  of  these  rights  that  their  an- 
cestors had  often  taken  up  arms  in  the  old  world,  and 
that  they  had  endeavored  to  guaranty  their  security 
in  this  country,  by  bringing  with  them  written  char- 
ters, and  establishing  democratic  institutions.  Tak- 
ing their  stand  upon  these  principles  and  rights,  thev 
asserted  them  in  all  their  appeals,  remonstrances  anil 
public  acts,  from  the  commencement  to  the  consum- 
mation of  the  revolution.  But  experience  taught  the 
people  of  this  country  that  two  great  changes  at 
least  were  indispensable,  in  order  to  avert  for  the 
future  the  evils  and  perils  of  the  past.  That  the 
supreme  power  must  not  be  invested  in  any  legisla- 
tive body,  as  it  was  in  parliament;  and  that  no  power 
should  be  exercised,  except  as  delegated,  intrusted 
and  authorised.  Hence,  when  renouncing  their  al- 
legiance to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  dissolving 
their  connexion  with  the  English  government,  in 
making  a declaration  of  their  rights,  they  followed 
the  example  of  their  ancestors.  But  they  went  much 
further  in  their  prudent  caution  anti  jealousy  of  pow- 
er, by  defining  the  powers  of  the  governments  which 
they  established,  by  written  constitutions.  But  if  it 
was  deemed  important. as  a safe-guard  of  liberty,  to 
define  by  written  counstitutions  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment, when  the  people  of  the  colonies  declared 
themselves  independent  states,  or  when,  as  “allied 


sovereigns,”  they  formed  the  league  of  confederation, 
how  much  more  important  did  a written  constitution 
become,  when,  in  order  to  form  a more  perfect  union, 
it  was  necessary  to  change  the  alliance  into  an  effec- 
tive government,  possessing  great  and  sovereign 
powers,  and  acting  directly  on  the  people;  when  the 
powers  of  government  were  to  be  divided  between 
the  government  of  the  union  and  those  ol  the  states; 
“when  each  government  was  to  be  sovereign  with 
respect  to  the  objects  committed  to  it,  and  neither 
sovereign  with  respect  to  the  objects  committed  to 
the  other.”  The  constitution,  then,  having  been 
thus  formed,  and  having  been  established  for  the 
high  purposes  to  which  I have  alluded,  must  be  our 
only  rule  and  guide.  To  interpret  its  meaning,  we 
have  only  to  read  its  plain  ami  palpable  mandates, 
remembering,  especially,  “that  the  powers  not  de- 
legated to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people.” 

Considering  then,  the  clause  in  the  first  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  which  relates  to  the  right 
of  petition,  what  is  the  right  which  is  guarantied  to 
the  people,  and  which  we  are  prohibited  from 
abridging?  The  language  is  plain  and  unequivocal. 
It  is,  that  “ congress  shall  make  no  law”  abridging 
“the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 
to  petition  the  government  for  a redress  of  grievan- 
ces.” In  the  law  books,*  “a  petition”  is  defined  to 
be  “a  supplication  made  by  an  inferior  to  a superior, 
and  especially  to  one  having  jurisdiction.”  And 
again:)'  “a  petition”  is  called  an  instrument  of  writ- 
ing or  printing  containing  a prayer  from  the  person 
presenting  it,  called  the  petitioner,  to  the  body  or 
person  to  whom  it  is  presented,  lor  the  redress  of 
some  wrong  or  the  grant  of  some  favor,  which  the 
latter  has  the  right  to  give.”  Thus  it  is  considered  a 
privilege  and  a right  against  real  grievances — grie- 
vances felt  and  manifest.  In  its  very  nature  it  is  a 
restricted  right — a privilege  of  defined  limitation. — 
The  very  phraseology  of  the  constitution  is  a limita- 
tion of  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petition.  The 
constitution  gives  congress  only  cognizance  and  ju- 
risdiction for  specific  purposes,  and  our  rule  of  ac- 
tion must  be  in  accoidance  with  the  constitution. 
We  cannot  of  right  be  petitioned  to  do  that  which 
we  have  no  constitutional  power  to  do,  much  less 
that  which  we  have  sworn  not  to  do.  No  petitioner 
has  a right  to  ask  for  a redress  of  grievances,  unless 
they  be  grievances  under  which  he  suffers,  and 
which  congress  has  the  constitutional  power  to  re- 
dress. Now,  sir,  who  are  these  petitioners,  and 
what  the  object  of  their  petitions?  Who  are  they? 
Individuals  who,  shutting  their  eyes  to  the  evils  and 
miseries  around  them,  would,  in  dreamy  mysticism, 
indulge  a sickly  sentimentality  for  the  imaginary 
benefit  of  remote  communities;  who,  with  self-as- 
sumed superiority  and  pharisaical  pride,  arrogate  to 
themselves  the  entire  possession  of  philanthropy; 
who,  secure  from  all  dangers  themselves,  would  in- 
stitute rash  experiments  on  our  peace  and  happiness, 
and  the  extirpation  of  one  or  other  of  two  eternally 
distinct  races;  for  no  degree  of  equality,  no  amalga- 
mation, can  be  thought  of,  which  would  produce  a 
connexion  at  which  the  soul  sickens  with  loathing 
and  disgust.  Yes,  sir,  such  are  the  petitioners,  and 
such  the  inevitable  consequences  if  their  prayers  be 
carried  out;  for  some  ofthein  ask  congress  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, some  to  abolish  it  in  the  territories,  and  some  in 
the  states.  Now,  sir,  are  the  prayers  of  these  me- 
morials fit  subjects  for  our  legislation,  and  do  they 
set  forth  such  grievances  as  they  have  a right  to 
complain  of,  or  we  the  power  to  redress:  T answer, 

no;  the  constitution  answers  no;  and  I hope  and  be- 
lieve that  a majoiity  of  the  constituents  of  the  mem- 
bers who  defend  these  petitions  will  answer  no. — 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I cannot  but  think  that  great  ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  cover  the  real  objects  of  the 
abolition  memorialists,  to  divert  attention  troin  the 
real  questions  involved,  and  to  make  a new  issue 
out  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition.  To  meet 
their  view  of  the  case,  I would  remind  gentlemen 
that,  though  the  first  article  of  the  amendments  of 
the  constitution  declares  that  “congress  shall  make 
no  law”  abridging  “(he  right  of  the  people  peaceably 
to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a re- 
dress of  grievances,”  the  second  clause  of  the  fifth 
section  of  the  first  article  gives  express  power  to 
each  house  to  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceeding. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  not  proposed  that  congress  should 
make  any  law  upon  the  subject  of  petitions,  that  the 
power  ot  this  house  should  be  exercised  out  of  this 
house,  or  over  any  others  than  the  members  of  thi3 
house.  It  is  not  proposed  to  semi  forth  an  edict  for- 
bidding the  people  to  assemble,  except  in  certain 
numbers,  and  proclaiming  that  they  shall  not  peti- 
tion, save  in  a certain  manner.  Nothing  of  this 
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kind  has  been  proposed;  we  have  notiiingtodo  with 
the  assembling  of  the  people,  or  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  may  choose  to  use]  or  even  abuse,  their 
right  to  petition;  but,  when  they  shall  have  assem- 
bled, and  set  their  names  to  their  petitions,  and  of- 
fered them  here,  they  will  have  exercised  all  their 
constitutional  rights  to  the  fullest  extent;  and  just 
where  their  rights  cease  ours  commence.  The  mo- 
ment a petition  or  memorial  is  offered  or  attempted 
to  be  offered  here,  the  action  of  this  house  com- 
mences; and,  under  our  constitutional  right  to  deter- 
mine the  rules  of  our  proceeding,  we  can  say  what 
order  shall  be  taken  in  the  premises — whether  the 
petition  shall  be  received,  be  laid  on  the  table,  be 
referred,  or  be  rejected.  When  the  petition  is  of  a 
private  nature,  besides  the  brief  statement  of  the 
contents  required  to  be  made  verbally  by  the  intro- 
ducer, to  justify  any  action  whatsoever  by  the  house, 
it  is  generally  most  advisable  to  refer  the  matter  to  a 
committee,  in  order  to  put  the  house,  if  necessary, 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts  in  the  ca9e:  but  when 
the  petition  is  of  a public  nature;  w hen  the  subject- 
matter  is  well  understood;  when  the  character  of 
the  petition  is  known  by  its  very  name;  when  it  is 
evident  and  palpable  that  the  house  can  exercise  no 
legislative  action,  there  can  be  no  necessity  to  con- 
sider such  petition,  to  refer  it  to  a committee,  or  even 
to  receive  it  at  all.  The  right  of  petition  is  a mere 
right  to  ask,  not  a right  to  demand;  and  had  the  con- 
stitution made  it  obligatory  upon  us  to  receive  all 
petitions,  we  should  have  no  power  to  reject  any. — 
But  gentlemen  admit  there  are  exceptions;  that  we 
have  a right  to  refuse  petitions  which  are  disrespect- 
ful; that  self-defence,  seif-respeet,  w hat  is  due  to  our 
own  character  and  dignity,  give  us  this  right.  Does 
it  comport  with  our  dignity  and  self  respect  to  hear 
an  institution  which  is  recognised  by  the  constitu- 
tion wre  have  sworn  to  uphold,  denounced  as  a curse; 
to  hear  our  constituents  stigmatized  bv  every  oppro- 
brious epithet  which  is  uttered  in  the  rant  and  rhap- 
sody of  fanaticism?  Or  is  it  becoming  our  character 
and  dignity  to  suffer  our  consciences  to  be  tampered 
with,  lor  the  specious  purposes  of  a superserviceable 
zeal?  No,  sir;  our  duties,  our  rights  here,  respect 
not  alone  ourselves;  and,  even  if  they  did,  what 
greater  disrespect  could  be  offered  us  than  to  petition 
us  to  violate  the  oaths  which  we  have  taken?  But 
we  are  here  to  represent  our  constituents  and  the 
whole  people;  to  stand  by  and  support  the  constitu- 
tion; to  guard  the  rights  of  each  and  every  portion 
of  this  union,  and  so  to  legislate  as  not  to  pollute  our 
hands  or  desecrate  our  consciences  with  any  thing 
which  has  political  speculation  for  its  origin,  or  par- 
ty purpose  for  its  object.  Some  gentlemen,  who 
have  set  themselves  up  as  the  strenuous  advocates 
of  the  right  of  petition,  who  say  that  we  must  not, 
nay,  dare  not  refuse  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  people, 
as  set  forth  in  these  abolition  memorials,  are  yet 
willing  ‘'that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any 
W’ay  or  to  any  extent  whatever  to  slavery,  or  to  the 
abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  lurther  action  thereon,  be  laid  on  the 
table,  without  being  printed,  debated,  or  referred;” 
thus  making  the  whole  right  of  petition  to  consist  or 
depend  upo.i  the  presentation  and  reception.  They 
are  willing,  so  that  abolition  petitions  be  but  receiv- 
ed, that  they  should  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 
to  be  committed  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets,  there 
to  sleep  forever  in  oblivion.  I will  not  quarrel  with 
these  gentlemen;  I will  not  quibble  about  terms;  but 
I apprehend  it  will  require  some  special  pleading  to 
prove  that  such  proceeding  is  very  materially  differ- 
ent from  rejecting  such  petitions  in  limine  el  inslan- 
ter. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  will  not  gentlemen  who 
say  they  disapprove  of  the  objects  ot  the  abolition- 
ists, tell  the  petitioners  that  their  prayers  cannot  be 
granted,  that  they  cannot  vote  lor  their  request,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  instrumental  in  arresting  the 
public  business  by  presenting,  day  after  day,  and 
session  alter  session,  these  same  inflammatory  me- 
morials? Has  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts informed  us  that  he  would  be  unwilling  to  vote 
for  the  request  of  the  abolitionists?  Has  he  not  de- 
clared that,  if  a vote  were  even  now  taken  upon  a 
proposition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, it  would  receive  but  one  solitary  vote  in  this 
house;  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Slade)  would  vote  alone,  and  stand  solitary  in  that 
vote?  Must  we,  then,  receive,  and  debate  for 
months  about  the  reception  of  petitions,  which  meet 
with  the  almost  unanimous  opposition  of  congress, 
and  which  ninety-nine  men  out  ot  a hundred  in  the 
north  itself  are  opposed  to?  Aid  I to  be  told,  with 
these  facts  known  and  admitted,  that  1 ain  denying 
the  right  of  petition,  and  refusing  a great  constitu- 
tional privilege,  because  I insist  upon  the  rejection 
of  petitions  under  such  circums'ances?  But  gentle- 
men say,  receive  these  petitions,  and  no  matter 
whether  they  are  read  or  not,  let  them  be  referred 


to  a committee;  let  the  subject  be  investigated,  ins- 
cussed  and  reported  upon;  argue  with  the  memori- 
alists, and  tell  them  why  and  wherefore  congress 
cannot  interfere  with  the  question.  What  is  this, 
sir,  but  keeping  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  and 
breaking  it  to  the  hope?  And  how  long  is  this  slate 
of  things  to  continue?  Did  Mr.  Pinckney’s  report 
do  what  it  was  said  it  would  effect?  No,  sir,  it  fell 
dead- born  from  the  press,  pleasing  neither  the  north 
nor  the  south,  and  abolition  was  as  rife  as  ever.  From 
1790,  when,  upon  the  first  presentation  of  an  aboli- 
tion petition,  it  was  resolved  “that  congress  had  no 
authority  to  interfere  in  the  emancipation  of  slaves,” 
how  many  resolutions  have  passed,  how  many  ela- 
borate reports  have  been  made,  all  affirming  the 
same  constitutional  doctrine,  and  yet,  sir,  what  have 
they  all  availed?  Nothing,  and  never  can  so  long  as 
we  consent  to  receive  such  petitions.  If  the  judg- 
ment of  congress,  in  1790,  composed  of  the  men  of 
the  revolution,  many  of  them  the  very  men  who 
framed  the  constitution,  could  not  produce  convic- 
tion, what  arguments  can  we  use,  w hat  expositions 
of  the  constitution  can  we  make,  which  will  quell 
the  fanaticism?  In  my  apprehension,  it  was  an 
error  in  1790  to  have  received  the  petition  of  the 
abolitionists — it  would  be  worse  than  an  error  to  re- 
ceive them  now,  after  our  experience  of  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  of  such  reception.  It  has 
but  added  fuel  to  the  flame.  Year  after  year,  ses- 
sion alter  session,  these  memorials  have  increased, 
and  will  continue  to  increase,  so  long  as  the  ques- 
tion is  left  open,  so  long  as  the  abolitionists  enter- 
tain the  hope  to  weary  us  by  their  persevering  im- 
portunity into  a compliance  with  their  requests.  I, 
for  one,  wish  this  state  of  things  to  cease  and  deter- 
mine. I am  unwilling  to  pretermit  positive  duties, 
to  argue  questions  of  theoretical  policy.  I am  un- 
willing to  waste  the  time  of  this  house  and  the  peo- 
ple’s money,  in  discussing  matters  over  which  we 
can  exercise  no  legislative  control.  I would  vote  to 
refer  these  petitions  once,  but  once  only,  if  I thought 
a report  could  be  written  to  quiet  forever  the  ques- 
tion; and  I would  vote  a million  of  money  to  have 
that  report  sent  to  every  voter  in  the  nation,  if  I 
thought  that  such  would  be  the  result  of  its  dissemi- 
nation; but  I do  not  believe  it  would  have  such  an 
effect.  1 am  convinced  that  the  only  way  to  put  an 
end  to  abolition  excitement,  is  to  refuse  to  entertain 
the  petitions.  The  debate  upon  this  question  must 
cease  in  this  hall,  or  the  union  will,  sooner  or  later, 
be  dissolved;  it  is  madness,  it  is  wickedness  to  deny 
it,  and  I trust  that  this  house  u ill  take  so  decided  a 
stand  upon  the  question,  that  it  will  make  the  think- 
ing portion  of  the  abolitionists  pause  in  their  wild 
career.  If  others  aid  and  abet  them,  they  may  suc- 
ceed iri  overthrowing  the  government,  but  they  ne- 
ver will  be  able  to  get  the  government  to  aid  them 
in  the  purposes  of  abolition.  In  speaking  of  these 
petitions,  I have  used  the  calmest  language  possi- 
ble, but,  sir,  apart  from  all  argument  about  constitu- 
tional rights  and  constitutional  violations,  what 
words  but  those  of  pity  should  be  held  of  those  who 
unsex  themselves  in  their  zeal  about  what  should 
not  concern  them?*  I would  not  notice  this  class  of 

*1  subjoin  the  following,  which  has  been  sent  to  me, 
marked  in  the  “Cradle  of  Liberty,'’  a paper  published 
in  Boston,  February  1,  1840,  in  order  to  show  that  my 
remarks  are  not  without  cause,  when  women  attend 
abolition  conventions  with  the  thermometer  tea  degrees 
below  zero , and  rear  up  their  daughters  to  advoca'e 
amalgamation  of  colors: 

women’s  convention. 

Haverhill,  January  20,  1840. 

Mr.  Garrison: 

Dear  sir:  The  women’s  anti-slavery  conference, 
composed  of  delegates  from  Haverhill,  Bradford, 
Georgetown,  Andover  and  other  towns  in  the  vicinity, 
had  their  quarterly  meeting  in  Haverhill,  on  Thursday, 
the  17th  instant,  at  the  house  of  Nathan  Webster,  esq. 
and,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather — the 
thermometer  raging  ten  degrees  below  zero — an  unusu- 
ally large  number  was  present,  and  fortyfive  enrolled 
their  names  as  members  of  the  conference.  At  half 
past  3,  the  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment 
of  Mrs.  Harris,  of  H.  president,  Mrs.  Greenleaf,  of  B. 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  of  G.  treasurer  pro  tern. 

On  motion,  voted,  that  two  -from  each  local  society 
constitute  a committee  to  prepare  business  for  the  meet- 
ing. 

On  motion,  the  reports  from  the  different  local  so- 
cieties were  read.  They  were  interesting  and  highly 
encouraging.  Several  of  the  reports  stated  that  the 
conference  had  a salutary  influence  upon  the  local  so- 
cieties; that  since  its  formation  their  meetings  had  been 
much  better  attended.  Greater  zeal  was  manifested, 
and,  in  some  instances,  more  members  were  added. — 
Among  these,  was  that  of  the  juvenile  society  of  Ando- 
ver, which  was  peculiarly  interesting,  from  the  tender 
age  of  many  of  its  members,  and  the  punctuality  of 
their  attendance  on  their  meetings,  and  the  earnestness 
which  they  labored  to  raise  funds  to  carry  forward  the 
great  work  which  is  before  us. 

Some  excellent  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mrs. 
Greenleaf,  of  Bradford,  and,  after. some  discussion,  were 


petitioners  but  that  their  rights  too  have  been  grave- 
ly urged  upon  this  questio'n,  and  that  many  of  these 
memorials  which  have  produced  so  much  mischief, 
caused  so  much  excitement,  cost  so  much  of  the 
time  and  money  ot  the  nation,  are  signed  by  sickly 
women  and  children,  most  of  whom  never  saw  a 
slave,  and  could  not  be  grieved  very  much  by  their 
existence  any  where.  Would  not  the  benevolence 
and  time  of  these  persons  be  much  better  employed 
in  mending  their  husbands’  coats  and  brothers’ 
stockings,  in  teaching  their  own  children,  or  attend- 
ing charity  or  Sunday  schools? 

It  has  been  called  by  some  gentlemen  an  act  of 
despotism  on  the  part  of  this  house  to  reject  the 
petitions  of  these  unnatural  women;  and  the  peti- 
tion of  some  little  misses  is  made  a subject  ot  much 
importance  as  a memorial  signed  by  thousands  of 
the  men  of  the  nation.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Adams),  in  the  excitement  of  his 
feelings,  seemed  to  regard  a proposition  for  the  re- 
jection of  these  petitions  as  more  tyrannical  than 
any  act  ot  a Turkish  despotism,  affirming  that  the 
grand  Turk  always  received  and  entertained  peti- 
tions, and  that  he  never  rode  out  without  having 
petitions  presented  to  him.  To  make  the  authority 
which  he  has  quoted  applicable,  he  should  have 
shown  that  the  grand  Turk  received,  for  foity  or 
fifty  years,  petitions  on  questions  over  which  he 
had  no  jurisdiction,  as  congress  have  done,  or  if 
they  had  jurisdiction  have  always  refused  to  grant. 
Or  will  he  show  me  a single  case  where  the  grand 
Turk  received  a petition  patiently  which  prayed 
virtually  an  overthrow  of  his  government;  or  a sin- 
gle case  where  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  retained 
his  or  their  heads  w ho  had  signed  or  presented  such 
a petition?  That  puissant  potentate  diffeis  but  lit- 
tle from  the  autocrat  of  Russia,  except  that  he  pos- 
sesses a higher  despotism,  and  on  the  subject  of  pe- 
tition his  course  would  be  but  very  little  different 
from  that  described  by  Montesquieu,  who  says: 

“In  Russia,  we  are  told,  the  Czar  Peter  estab- 
lished a law  that  no  subject  might  petition  the 
throne,  until  he  had  first  petiiioned  two  different 
ministers  of  slate.  In  case  he  obtained  justice  from 
neither,  he  might  then  present  a third  petition  to 
the  prince,  but  upon  pain  of  death,  if  found  to  be  in 
the  wrong.  The  consequence  of  which  was  that 
no  one  dared  to  offer  such  thiid  petition.” 

I will  here  make  a short  digression  from  the  line 
of  my  argument  to  say  one  word  in  relation  to  what 
has  fallen  in  debate.  An  allusion  has  been  made  to 
a memorial  on  the  subject  of  abolition  from  some  of 
the  society  of  Friends.  Representing,  as  I do,  a 
district  in  which  a large  number  of  that  society  re- 
side, I would  be  doing  violence  to  my  own  feelings 
and  injustice  to  them  if  I did  not  state  that  they  are 
free  from  every  feeling  of  excitement  on  this  ques  • 

adopted.  A copy  of  them,  however,  has  not  been  re- 
ceived. 

A letter  from  Mrs.  M.  W.  Chapman,  of  Boston,  was 
read;  also  one  from  Hiram  Wilson,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  five  dollars  from  the  lust  quarterly  confer- 
ence. 

On  motion,  voted,  that  the  money  raised  at  this  meet- 
ing be  sent  to  Mrs. Chapman,  to  assist  in  defraying  the 
expense  of  publishing  the  first  series  of  tales,  to  be  is- 
sued monthly.  Adjourned  to  half  past  6 in  the  evening. 

1 hursday  evening,  half  past  6. — The  conference  was 
called  to  order,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  of- 
fered, and,  after  much  discussion,  adopted: 

Whereas  recent  events  have  proved,  beyond  the^ 
possibility  oi  doubt,  that  the  north  is  verily  guilty  of 
aiding  and  abetting  the  nefarious  schemes  of  the  slave- 
holder, both  in  procuring  and  retaining  human  bein°s 
as  slaves;  therefore, 

Unsolved,  That  prejudice  against  color  is  the  main 
pillar  that  supports  slavery,  and  that  this  prejudice  exists 
at  the  north  as  well  as  at  the  south. 

i Resolved,  1 hat  this  prejudice  is  anti-republican,  anti- 
Christian,  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  is  in  uirect  opposi- 
tion to  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  precepts  of 
the  New  Testament. 

Resolved,  That  this  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  all  aboli- 
tionists to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  expel  this  monster 
prejudice  from  our  hearts,  and  the  whole  of  this  boasted 
Christian  republic. 

Resolved,  That  vie  consider  all  laws  makins  a dis- 
tinction on  account  of  color,  os  a disgrace  to  the  statute- 
book  of  this  commonwealth:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  Thai  we  will  not  cease  to  petition  the  legis- 
lature of  this  state  annually,  till  all  suth  laws  be  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  Liberator  the  most 
independent  paper,  if  not  the  only  independent  one,  in 
tins  country;  and  therefore  worthy  the  support  oi  all 
true  lovers  of  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Hewes,  of  Haverhill,  be  a com- 
mittee to  receive  the  reports  of  each  meeting  i f the  con- 
ference from  the  secretary  pro  tern,  and  record  them 
in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose;  also,  that  she  send  a 
report  of  this  meeting  to  the  editor  of  the  Liberator  fir 
publication. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  for  the  indepen- 
dent course  you  have  pursued,  permit  me  to  subscribe 
myself,  your  friend,  J.  H.  HEWES. 


186  NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NO Y.  21,  1840— SPEECH  OF  W.  COST  JOHNSON,  OF  AID. 


tion.  Forbearance  is  a part  of  their  faith,  and  a 
love  of  orderand  peace  their  fondest  delight.  Whilst 
they  do  not  hold  slaves  themselves,  they  do  not 
dispute  with  their  neighbors  who  do;  nor  do  they 
desire  that  the  general  government  should  deprive 
any  portion  of  their  fellow  citizens  of  their  proper- 
ty.* 


*The  following  letter,  giving  an  account  of  the  views 
of  the  society  ot  Friends,  who  assembled  in  Mary- 
land, is  too  interesting  not  to  be  published.  The  name 
of  the  writer,  as  a distinguished  citizen,  is  too  well 
known  not  to  command  the  highest  and  most  favora- 
ble consideration: 

Baltimore , 2 d mo.  25,  1840. 

Esteemed  friend:  I this  morning  received  thy  let- 
ter of  the  24: h instant,  inquiring  of  me  if  the  society  of 
Friends  had  not  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  of  the 
abolition  excitement  now  existing  in  the  north.  Al- 
though the  question  is  one  of  some  embarrassment,  I 
will  ’endeavor  plainly  to  answer  it,  and  will  give  thee 
all  the  information  in  my  power  to  enable  thee  correct- 
ly to  understand  our  position. 

The  society  of  Friends,  under  their  existing  organi- 
zation in  the  United  States,  are  composed  of  a num- 
ber of  yearly  meetings.  Each  of  these  meetings  regu- 
lates its  own  church  discipline,  independent  of  the 
others,  and  issues  from  time  to  time  to  the  members 
that  constitute  it,  such  admonitions  and  rules  as  it  may 
deem  expedient.  As  regards  the  action  of  any  ol 
these  meetings  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  thy  inqui- 
ry, I can  only  speak  so  far  as  concerns  the  one  of 
which  I am  a member,  and  which  is  composed  of  the 
Friends  residing  on  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland 
and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 
and  who  hold  their  yearly  meetings  at  Baltimore.  In 
the  year  1835  this  yearly  meeting,  perceiving  the  grow- 
ing excitement  then  rapidly  manifesting  itself  on  the 
subject  of  abolition,  and  not  feeling  itself  called  upon 
to  take  part,  or  in  any  way  involve  itself  in  this  excite- 
ment, issued  a caution  to  its  members,  “that  we  may, 
both  as  a society  and  individually,  keep  ourselves  un- 
connected with  the  excitement  now  so  generally  pre- 
vailing in  our  land,  and  be  careful  to  maintain  our 
principles  [in  regard  to  slavery]  in  the  meek  and  peace- 
able spirit  of  the  Lamb;  and  that  we  avoid  compro- 
mitting  ourselves  by  entering  into  combinations  with 
those  whose  motives  we  do  not  understand.” 

In  the  year  1839  the  yearly  meeting  renewed  its  ad- 
vice on  the  same  subject,  and,  after  exhorting  its  mem- 
bers “to  be  faithful  in  the  support  of  our  righteous  tes- 
timony against  slavery,”  cautioned  them  “against  en- 
tangling themselves  with  those  associations  that  have 
sprung  up  in  different  parts  of  our  country  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  and  which,  we  fear,  will  retard  rather 
than  promote  the  work.” 

In  order  that  we  may  not  be  misunderstood,  it  is  a 
du'y  I owe  both  to  thee  and  to  myself,  on  the  present 
occasion,  to  speak  frankly,  and  without  reserve  or  con- 
cealment, on  this  deeply  important  subject.  After 
communicating  the  foregoing  facts,  in  relation  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  which  I am  a 
member,  I must,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  add  some 
remarks  illustrative  of  our  views.  These  I will  en- 
deavor to  condense  into  as  few  words  as  possible,  and 
I beg  they  may  be  received  as  a part  of  my  answer. 

The  society  of  Friends,  almost  from  its  first  organi- 
zation, have  been  opposed  to  slavery  upon  the  ground 
of  religious  principle,  and  they  were  the  first  to  raise 
their  voice  against  the  African  slave  trade.  They 
have  ever  viewed  the  system  as  unjust,  and  believed  it 
would  lead  to  calamitous  consequences.  They  consi- 
der it  a violation  of  that  injunction  of  the  Divine 
Master  which  enjoins  it  upon  us  as  a duty,  to  do 
unto  others  as  we  would  they  should  do  unto  us;  and 
they  believe  that  men  are  not  reduced  to  slavery,  nor 
continued  in  slavery,  with  their  own  consent,  but  by 
exertion  of  force.  The  society  bear,  also,  a religious 
testimony  against  war,  because  they  consider  ali  vio- 
lence to  be,  in  like  manner,  forbidden  by  the  same 
Divine  authority;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  they  can- 
not swear.  In  maintaining  these  testimonies,  which 
they  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  do  openly  and  pub- 
licly, they  do  not  desire  to  invade  the  rights  of  others, 
nor  improperly  to  interfere  with  their  views;  valuing 
above  a.l  earthly  privileges  the  inestimable  blessing  of 
a free  and  untrammeled  liberty  of  conscience,  they 
dare  not  invade  the  sacred  enjoyment  of  that  liberty 
by  all  others,  while  they  claim  the  right  to  exercise  it 
themselves.  It  is,  thetefore,  no  part  of  our  system  to 
compel  people  to  do  what  we  may  think  to  be  right. 
We  believe  it  to  be  our  duty  to  do  right  ourselves,  and, 
consequently,  we  gave  liberty  to  the  slaves  under  our 
control;  and,  having  relieved  our  own  consciences, 
and,  as  we  apprehend,  set  an  example  of  justice  to 
those  around  us,  we  left  every  one  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment as  regarded  what  it  might  be  right  for  him  to  do. 

The  society  of  Friends,  therefore,  1 believe,  cannot 
be  correctly  charged  with  getting  up  the  present  ex- 
citement on  the  subject  of  abolition;  tor,  although  they 
view  slavery,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  United  Slates,  to 
be  a grevious  evil,  and  some  of  their  members  ntay 
have  fallen  under  the  prevailing  excitement,  and  per- 
haps participated  in  the  measures  taken  by  the  aboli- 
tionists, yet,  so  far  as  I am  advised,  the  number  of  these 
(if  any)  within  our  limits  have  been  few,  and  our  mem- 
bers have  very  generally  followed  the  advice  of  their 
yearly  meetings. 

Assuring  thee  of  my  highest  regard  and  esteem,  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  thy  friend,  P.  E THOMAS. 

The  lion.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  Washington. 


And  I will  here  state,  in  defence  of  the  name  of 
William  Pinkney,  who  has  been  so  frequently 
quoted  by  abolition  writers  and  speakers,  that  Mr. 
Pinkney  defended  abolition  when  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  but  he 
did  so  as  a citizen  of  that  state,  and  before  a legis- 
lative body  having  jurisdiction  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion. But  that  great  man,  who  was  so  eminent  as  a 
constitutional  lawyer,  and  was  emphatically  what 
chief  justice  Marshall  called  him — “the  monarch  of 
the  bar,” — when  transferred  to  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  where  he  stood  the  personification  of  genius 
with  the  eloquence  of  himself,  was  the  most  elo- 
quent defender  of  the  slaveholding  states,  and  the 
unrivalled  advocate  of  the  admission  of  Missouri 
as  a slaveholding  state  into  the  union.  In  the  se- 
nate, the  constitution  which  he  had  sworn  to  sup- 
port was  the  rule  of  his  guidance. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
has  alluded  to  the  controversy  now  existing  be- 
tween the  executives  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and  N. 
York,  in  which  the  rights  of  jurisdiction  over  per- 
sons, non-residents,  but  violaters  of  the  laws  of  the 
state  wherein  they  committed  the  offence,  is  involv- 
ed, and  the  gentleman  intimated  that  that  controversy 
is  infinitely  more  dangerous  than  the  excitement 
occasioned  by  the  abolitionists;  so  much  so,  that  he 
stated  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a civil  war.  I have 
read  the  communications  of  the  two  executives, 
which  I now  hold  in  my  hand,  printed  by  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  sent  me  by  a friend  (Mr.  Sibley) 
now  in  the  senate  of  that  state. 

[The  speaker  here  interposed,  and  said  that  he 
had  interrupted  other  gentlemen  who  had  alluded  to 
that  controversy,  and  that  he  must  remind  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Johnson)  that  it  was 
foreign  to  the  true  question  before  the  house], 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  need  be  under  no  apprehen- 
sions. I do  not  mean  to  discuss  the  question,  and  in- 
deed it  I did,  I can  perceive  no  impropriety  in 
my  so  doing,  as  it  is  a fit  question  for  examination. 
All  that  I mean  to  say  is,  that  I differ  in  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams),  who  looks  upon  the  question  as  hangingon 
the  verge  of  a civil  war.  I see  no  feeling  of  hos- 
tility in  the  correspondence.  The  communications 
are  dignified  and  argumentative,  and  creditable  to 
either  executive,  though  I differ  from  the  governor 
of  New  York  in  some  of  his  positions  and  deduc- 
tions. I will  not  however  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  controversy;  but  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Adams)  I would  say,  that  if  he  thinks 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a civil  war,  and  he  regards  it 
(as  I hope  and  am  sure  he  does)  as  a great  national 
calamity,  I would  beg  him  to  consider  if  he  is  avert- 
ing it  by  the  course  which  he  takes  upon  this  floor. 
Will  he  expect  to  cure  a greater  evil  by  inflicting  in 
addition  a lesser  or.e?  Does  he  graduate  these  ca- 
lamities in  his  mind,  and  inflict  abolition  petitions 
upon  us,  because  he  would  eschew  a civil  war  be- 
tween New  York  and  Virginia?  Would  not  the 
calamity  of  a civil  war  between  the  general  govern- 
ment and  the  south,  or  by  an  insurrection,  be  quite 
as  deplorable,  and  as  much  to  be  averted?  Yet  let 
me  tell  that  gentleman,  every  defence  which  is 
made  of  abolition  is  calculated  to  hasten  that  calami- 
ty- 

The  gentleman  irom  Massachusetts  ( Mr.  Adams) 
censures  severely  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gen 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson),  be- 
cause, he  says,  it  is  indefinite  and  too  vague,  and 
proposes  one  as  an  amendment  which  is  calculated 
to  invite  collision,  and  would  make  this  house  no- 
thing more  than  a wrangling  and  confused  assem- 
blage. And  here  let  me  again  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  no  one  knows  better  than  myself  the  peril 
which  I encounter  in  opposing  the  positions  of  the 
distinguished  member  from  Massachusetts.  I know 
how  promptly  he  is  willing  to  attack  or  to  defend; 
and,  if  he  does  not  at  the  instant,  he  always  com- 
pounds upon  tune.  The  gentleman  considered  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  liotn  South  Carolina  as 
wanting  decision,  as  waiving  the  true  issue,  and 
classed  it  in  the  wooden  nutmeg  order,  only  worthy 
of  a peddling  Yankee,  and  totally  unbecoming  the 
chivalric  gentleman,  or,  as  he  also  called  him,  the 
chevalier  from  South  Carolina.  Can  I not  say  the 
same,  and  with  greater  justice,  of  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gallant  member  from  Massachusetts? 
For  who  on  this  floor  is  so  perfeclly  the  pink  of 
chivalry  as  that  member?  He  is  but  the  archetype 
of  the  chevalier  from  South  Carolina?  Who,  on 
this  floor  or  off'  of  it,  is  so  ready  to  break  a lance  as 
the  gentlpman  from  the  old  Bay  stale?  He  likes  the 
strife  for  the  sport.  He  will  measure  weapons  at 
any  time,  even  with  the  smallest  adversary,  if  but 
to  keep  himself  in  practice,  whilst  the  most  formida- 
ble he  rejoices  to  encounter;  and  hence  his  readi- 
ness to  throw  a glove  to  the  equally  ready  and 
the  equally  gallant  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
They  have  measured  weapons;  yet. 


“Not  hate  but  glory  made  these  chiefs  contend, 

“And  each  brave  foe  was  in  his  soul  a friend.’’ 

Mr.  Speaker,  have  you  ever  traversed  the  great 
prairies  of  the  far  west?  Well,  I have.  You  can  there 
see  the  bison  roaming  gregarious  over  those  beauti- 
ful and  almost  endless  fields  of  nature.  Occasionally 
you  may  see  an  oid  veteran  of  the  heard — to  whom 
danger  has  been  familiar,  and  therefore  held  in  con- 
tempt— separated  afar  from  the  rest,  and  quietly  de- 
pasturing on  the  rich  and  luxuriant  flowers  and  her- 
bage around  him.  By  close  observation  you  may 
occasionally  see  some  hungry  and  sanguinary  in- 
sect light  upon  the  side  of  the  noble  animal,  yet 
(he  wound  rudely  inflicted  will  excite  but  seldom 
other  sensation  than  contempt,  or  perhaps  a single 
twitch  of  the  insulted  muscle  will  alarm  away  the 
intruder.  Again,  you  may  see,  in  the  bright  sun- 
shine of  that  delightful  region,  innumerable  quanti- 
ties of  those  kindred  insects  light  in  fantastic  com- 
panies, and  fasten  themselves  upon  the  calm  and 
self-possessed  animal;  who  will  perhaps  reserve  his 
ire  until  the  whole  swarm  are  busy  at  their  work  of 
blood,  when  the  indignant  creature  will,  by  one  fell 
swoop  of  his  vast  brush,  knock  into  ruin  and  confu- 
sion the  whole  insectiverous  tribe.  Even  so  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Or,  if  I may  be 
allowed  a less  rural  and  more  classic  simile,  he,  like 
Homer’s  great  Ajax  Telamon,  is  ever  ready  to  meet 
the  puissant  Hector  in  single  combat,  and  to  worst 
him;  and,  like  that  same  dread  Telamon,  encoun- 
ter singly  and  alone  a whole  wing  of  the  Trojan 
army,  drive  them  back  defeated  and  confounded,  and 
then  wield  aloft  his  yet  thirsty  sword  in  triumph  to 
the  gods! 

But  to  the  resolution.  Has  the  gallant  member 
from  Massachusetts  proposed  a more  distinct  and 
conclusive  proposition  than  that  which  he  has  sa- 
tirised? The  learned  gentleman’s  amendment  in- 
vites collision  in  this  house,  and  would  require  eve- 
ry member  objecting  to  a memorial  to  spread  his 
arguments  on  the  journal — virtually  to  make  the 
journal  a register  and  record  of  written  speeches. 

Neaily  a month  have  we  been  discussing  this 
question:  and  with  such  an  amendment  not  only  all 
that  has  been  said  would  have  been  written  on  the 
journal,  but  those  members  who  do  not  speak  would 
quickly  begin  to  puzzle  their  brains  to  write;  whilst 
those  who  can  neither  make  a speech  nor  write  one 
would  follow  the  example  set  by  a member  from 
Maine,  at  this  session,  [Mr.  Clifford ],  who  got  the 
clerk  of  the  house  both  to  write  and  read  his  speech 
for  him.  And,  again,  those,  if  there  be  any  such, 
who  can  neither  speak,  write  nor  read,  would  em- 
ploy some  one  to  write  an  argument  for  them,  in  or- 
der to  have  their  names,  with  the  written  paper, 
spread  upon  the  journal.  This  would  be  of  daily 
recurrence  on  every  memorial  upon  which  there 
was  the  slightest  difference  of  opinion;  and  the  jour- 
nal of  your  house  would  become  virtually  the  auto- 
graph of  the  Metropolitan  newspaper.  In  a few 
years  your  journal  would  be  long  enough  to  reach 
round  the  globe;  it  would  take  an  indefinite  time  to 
read  one  day's  proceedings;  and  in  a little  while  it 
would  rival  in  bulk  the  Alexandrian  library,  and  be 
as  long  as  the  belt  around  Saturn.  Nor  is  this  hy- 
perbolical, when  we  consider  the  mateiiel  of  this 
house  and  its  disputatious  propensity.  Every  thing 
is  discussed,  and  the  same  story,  the  same  argu- 
ments, are  told  and  retold  again  and  again.  No- 
thing is  taken  for  granted,  when  every  thing  must 
be  proven  by  argument,  and  no  member  considers 
that  any  one  is  familiar  with  a subject  but  himself. 
All  debate  what  the  constitution  should  be,  instead 
of  considering  it.  a fixed  instrument  of  clear  and  pre- 
cise import,  equally  obligatory  in  all  its  require- 
ments. So  much  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts;  and  I might  urge  many 
other  objections:  but  for  me  it  is  enough  that  neither 
the  gentleman’s  resolution  nor  his  speech  upon  it 
denies  the  power  of  the  house  to  reject  petitions. 

The  resolution  which  I have  proposed  avoids  in- 
terfering with  the  question  of  slavety  as  guarantied 
to  the  owners  of  that  property,  and  the  government 
pledge  under  the  constitution  to  protect  each  master 
in  it;  for  it  may  become  necessary  for  congress  to 
pass  some  penal  laws,  which  w ill  more  effectually 
secure  the  right  of  the  master  to  this  species  of  pro- 
perty.* 


*1  extract  the  following  from  the  Emancipator. 

“Signs  of  the  times. — A gentleman  in  Vermont 
writes,  February  17.  ‘Four  fugitives  from  the  ‘patrial- 
chal  system’  left  my  house  this  morning,  on  their  way 
to  queen  Victoria’s  dominions.  One  was  from  Rich- 
mond, Va.  and  three  from  Baltimore.  They  were  fine 
fellows,  having  been  house  servants.  They  were  quite 
happy.’  ” 

“At  the  late  western  New  York  convention,  at  West 
Bloomfield,  Ontario  county,  Feb.  — , the  Friend  of  Man 
informs  us  that, 

“At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  great  interest  waa 
added  to  the  occasion  by  the  introduction  to  the  crowd- 
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It  is  a fact  worthy  of  remark,  that  property  of  this 
description  was  more  sacredly  respected  before  than 
since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Wil- 
liam Penn,  one  of  the  great  benefactors  of  mankind, 
always  used  his  influence  to  secure  the  master  in 
his  property,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  records  in  the  archives  of  Maryland: 
“ State  of  Maryland,  to  uit:  I Cornelius  McLean, 
secretary  of  state  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  do  here- 
by certify  that  the  following  words,  viz:  ‘As  to 
Pennsylvania,  they  are  sensible  that  the  raising  and 
lowering  coins  has  been  an  advantage  that  govern- 
ment has  had  above  his  majesty’s  immediate  go- 
vernments, but  what  advantages  they  have  made 
thereby  they  cannot  judge,  but  believe  it  has  at 
sometimes  been  the  means  to  draw  out  the  money 
from  his  majesty’s  governments  to  the  proprietary 
governments,  and  for  some  time  and  still  does  con- 
tinue so  to  do  from  this  province  to  Pennsylvania. 

“ ‘That  government,  before  governor  Penn’s  last 
arrival  there,  did  give  too  much  countenance  to  fu- 
gitive seamen,  debtors  and  runaway  servants  going 
from  hence,  and  did  rather  impede  than  further  their 
return;  but  Mr.  Penn,  upon  his  arrival,  gave  some 
redress  to  those  evils,  and  continued  so  to  do  during 
his  stay  there,  especially  as  to  runaway  servants.’ 
“Are  truly  extracted  from  the  reply  of  the  coun- 
cil to  a communication  from  hi3  excellency  Natha- 
niel Blakeston,  governor  of  the  province  of  Mary- 
land, recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  council  held 
at  the  town  of  Annapolis  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  November,  anno  domini  1701.” 

“In  witness  whereof,  and  that  the  same  is  truly 
and  faithfully  taken  from  the  proceedings  aforesaid, 
now  of  record  in  my  office,  I have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  or.  this  10th  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty. 

“Cornelius  McLean,  secretary  of  state.” 

It  may  also  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  two 
most  benevolent  men — the  two  who  stand  in  the 
fullest  relief  upon  the  pages  of  our  colonial  and 
national  history,  as  benefactors  of  the  human  race, 
and  whose  names  will  grow  in  brightness  as  they 
grow  in  years — George  Washington  and  William 
Penn,  both  died  owners  of  slaves.  The  fact  in  re- 
lation to  the  former  is  familiar  to  all,  and  I extract 
the  following  from  an  able  American  historian,  in 
relation  to  the  latter: 

“William  Penn  employed  blacks  without  scruple. — 
His  first  act  relating  to  them  did  but  substitute,  af- 
ter fourteen  years’  service,  the  severe  condition  of 
adscripts  to  the  soil  for  that  of  slaves.  At  a later 
day,  he  endeavored  to  secure  to  the  African  mental 
and  moral  culture,  the  rights  and  happiness  of  do- 
mestic life.  His  efforts  were  not  successful,  and  he 
himself  died  a slaveholder.” — Bancroft’s  History  of 
the  Uuited  States,  vol.  2,  p.  403. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  my  arguments,  and  the  facts 
and  illustrations  which  I have  adduced,  have  not 
yet  produced  conviction;  if  there  should  be  a linger- 
ing doubt  upon  the  minds  of  any  member  as  to  the 
right,  propriety  and  expediency  of  rejecting  aboli- 
tion memorials,  I will  fortify  iny  position  with  the 
additional  authority  of  such  distinguished  names  as 
will,  I feel  pursuaded,  remove  all  hesitancy — names 
of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the  nation;  names 

ed  audience  of  Lloyd  and  Nicholas  Howard,  who  had 
just  escaped  from  the  dark  prison-house  of  slavery,  and 
were  then  on  their  way  to  Canada.  These  intelligent 
and  interesting  gentlemen,  gave  a brief  sketch  of  then- 
narrow  escape — of  their  reasons  for  leaving  their  happy 
homes,  &c.  William  O.  Duvall,  Joseph  Crocker  and 
Pardon  D.  Hathaway,  were  appointed  a committee  to 
escort  them  to  the  free  dominions  of  queen  Victoria. — 
A subscription  of  about  $20  was  taken  up  to  defray 
their  expenses  The  officers  of  the  convention,  were 
appointed  a committee  to  correspond  with — Dor- 

sey, of  Baltimore,  the  individual  who  claimed  these  two 
men  as  human  chatties.” 

“Mr.  Skinner,  the  editor  of  the  American  Farmer,  at 
Baltimore,  will  see  that  Mr.  Dorsey’s  $3,000  are  gone, 
irretrievably.  What  is  to  be  done  about  it?” 

To  show  how  reckless  fanaticism  will  make  men  to 
a total  contempt  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  I will 
quote  what  the  constitution  declares: 

“No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state  un- 
der the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in 
consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
charged from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  deliver- 
ed up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due.’’ — 4th  art.  sec.  2,  3d  clause  constitu- 
tion U.  S. 

Those  people  who  have  aided  to  decoy  these  negroes 
to  Canada,  in  open  violation  of  the  constitution,  which 
rotects,  or  was  intended  to  protect,  every  individual  in 
is  property,  and  this  species  of  property  especially, 
may  see  those  negroes  in  a very  different  dress,  if  we 
should  engage  in  a war  with  England.  The  British 
authorities  of  Canada  have  a regiment  of  negroes  un- 
der arms,  principally  runaway  slaves,  who  are  seized 
as  soon  as  they  cross  the  line  and  placed  in  the  ranks 
as  regular  soldiers. 


too,  of  such  gentlemen  a?  have  been  most  prominent 
and  conspicuous  in  this  protracted  debate.  I will 
read  from  the  journal  of  this  house,  session  of  1835, 
’36,  January  18th,  page  194,  by  which  it  will  appear 
that  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  members  voted  for 
the  rejection  of  abolition  petitions,  and  only  thirty- 
seven  against  rejecting;  and  the  name  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams ),  heads  the  list: 

“Mr.  McKennan  offered  to  present  petitions  from 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  which,  he  stated,  prayed  that  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, may  be  immediately  abolished. 

“Mr.  McKennan  moved  that  said  petitions  be  re- 
ceived: and,  on  the  question,  shall  these  petitions 
be  received? 

“A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gideon  Lee , that 
this  question  do  lie  on  the  table. 

“A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wise,  that  there 
be  a call  of  the  house:  which  motion  being  decided 
in  the  negative,  the  question  was  put  on  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Lee,  that  the  question,  shall  these  pe- 
titions be  received?  do  lie  on  the  table;  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative:  yeas  176,  nays  37. 

“The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  members  present. 

“Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — Messrs. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Joseph  B.  An- 
thony, Michael  W.  Ash,  William  H.  Ashley,  Sam’l 
Barton,  James  M.  H.  Beale,  Benning  M.  Bean, 
Samuel  Beardsley,  Andrew  Beaumont,  John  Bell, 
Abraham  Bockee,  William  K.  Bond,  Ratliff  Boon, 
James  W.  Bouldin,  Matthias  J.  Bovee,  John  W. 
Browne,  Samuel  Bunch,  Jesse  A.  Bynum,  Wdliam 

B.  Calhoun,  Churchill  C-  Camberleng,  Robert  B. 
Campbell,  John  Carr,  Zadok  Casey,  John  Chaney, 
Reuben  Chapman,  Graham  H.  Chapin,  Nath.  H. 
Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Jesse  F.  Cleve- 
land, John  Coffee,  Walter  Coles,  Henry  W.  Connor, 
Thomas  Corwin,  Robert  Craig,  John  Cramer,  Caleb 
Cushing,  Samuel  Cushman,  John  W Davis,  Ed- 
mund Deberry,  Pbileon  Dickerson,  David  Dickson, 
Ulysses  F.  Doubleday,  G C.  Drningoole,  Valentine 
Ether,  Geo.  Evans,  John  Fairfield,  Dudley  Failin, 
Sam’l  Fowler,  Rich’d  French,  Jacob  Fry,  jr.  Philo 

C.  Fuller,  Win.  K.  Fuller,  Jno.  Galbraith,  Jas.  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  Rarison  H.  Gillet,  F.  Granger, 
Seaton  Grantland,  Win.  J.  Grayson,  Elisha  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Edward  A.  Han- 
negan,  James  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 

G.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Hawes,  Micajah  T.  Haw- 
kins,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Joseph  Henderson,  Sam’l 
Hoar,  George  W.  Hopkins,  Benjamin  C.  Howard, 
Elias  Howell,  Edward  B Hubley,  Hiram  P.  Hunt, 
Abel  Huntington,  Adam  Huntsman,  Joseph  R.  In- 
gersoll,  Samuel  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Leonard 
Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Andrew  T. 
Judson,  William  Kennon,  Daniel  Kilgore,  George 
L.  Kinnard,  John  Klingensmith,  jr.  Amos  Lane, 
Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  John  Laporte,  Joab  Lawler,  Ab- 
bott Lawrence,  Geo.  W.  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Luke  Lee,  Stephen  B.  Leonard,  Henry  Logan, 
George  Loyall,  Edward  Lucas,  jr.  Francis  S.  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  jr.  Job  Mann,  Richard  J.  Manning, 
Joshua  L.  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  jr.  Sainson  Mason,  Abram  P.  Maury, 
Win.  L.  May,  Jonathan  McCarty,  Win  McComas, 
Jas.  J.  McCay,  John  McKeon,  Isaac  McKiin,  Clia. 
F.  Mercer,  Jesse  Miller,  John  J.  Milligan,  William 
Montgomery,  Ely  Moore,  Wm.  S.  Morgan,  Henry 
A.  Muhlenberg,  George  W Owens,  Sherman  Page, 
Gorham  Parks,  William  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Ebenezpr  Pettigrew,  Balie  Pey- 
ton, Lancelot  Phelps,  Henry  L.  Pinckney,  Abraham 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Eleazer 
W.  Ripley,  John  Roane,  John  Robertson,  James 
Rogers,  Ferdinand  S.  Scbenek,  William  Seymour, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Ebe- 
n“zer  J.  Shields,  William  N.  Shinn,  Francis  O.  J. 
Smith,  David  Spangler,  James  Standefer,  John  N. 
SteeD,  Bellamy  Storer,  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  John 
Taliaferro,  William  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Isaac  Toucey,  George  W.  B.  Towns, 
James  Turner,  Joel  Turfill,  Joseph  R.  Underwood, 
Aaron  Vanderpoel,  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  David  D. 
Wagener,  Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  Wardwell,  George 
C.  Washington,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Henry  A.  Wise. 

“Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — Messrs. 
John  Banks,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Geo.  N.  Briggs, 
John  Calhoun,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
William  Clark,  Edward  Darlington,  Harmar  Denny, 
Horace  Everett,  John  B.  Forester,  Thomas  Glas- 
cock, George  Grennell,  jr.  John  K.  Griffin,  James 

H.  Hammond,  Gideon  Hard.  James  Harper,  Abner 
Hazeltine,  Wm.  Heisler,  Hopkins  Holsey,  Henry 
F.  Janes,  Levi  Lincoln,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan, 
Jeremiah  McLene,  Mathias  Morris,  James  Parker, 
Stephen  C.  Phillips,  Francis  W.  Pickens,  David 


Potts,  jr.  John  Reed,  David  Russell,  William  Slade, 
Jonathan  Sloane,  William  Sprague,  jr.  Taylor  Web- 
ster, John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey.” 

Quite  a scene  here  ensued;  a dozen  members  rose 
to  explain,  and  many  crowded  round  Mr.  Johnson  to 
examine  the  journal,  who  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr. 
Adams  first,  for  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  Mr.  Johnson  if  he  had  read  the 
memorial  which  had  been  rejected? 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  had  neither  read  nor  seen  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  had  voted  against  the  re- 
ception, because  the  language  of  the  memorial  was 
disrespectful  to  the  house;  for  it  was  impossible  that 
he  could  have  given  such  a vote,  unless  the  memo- 
rial had  contained  improper  language. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  thought  that  he  could  assign 
a better  reason  than  that. 

Mr.  Granger  rose  to  explain,  and  Mr.  Johnson 
yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Granger  said  that  his  recollection  was  the 
same  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams),  that  the  memorial  was  discourteous  in  its 
terms,  and  such  a paper  as  should  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  that  trora  his  know  ledge  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  desired  to  present  the  memo- 
rial, he  felt  assured  that  he  would  not  have  offered 
to  present  a memorial  which  was  not  couched  in 
respectful  language;  but  that  fact  could  be  asser- 
tained  from  the  memorial  itself,  and  he  desired  the 
clerk  to  withdraw  it  from  the  files,  if  it  could  be 
found,  and  send  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Lincoln  rose  to  explain.  He  said  he  did  not 
agree  with  his  colleague,  ( Mr.  Adams );  that  he  had 
voted  with  the  thirty-seven  in  the  negative,  but  he 
was  unwilling  that  the  opinion  should  go  forth,  that 
“because  the  memorial  contained  improper  lan- 
guage” he  had  not  voted  to  lay  on  the  table  the  mo- 
tion to  receive.  His  impression  and  his  belief  wa3 
that  the  language  of  the  memorial  was  respectlul  and 
the  memorial  harmless,  and  therefore  he  had  voted 
against  laying  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  was 
at  least  candid — “he  believed  the  memorial  harm- 
less, and,  therefore,  he  voted  against  lying  on  the 
table.” 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, (Mr.  Johnson),  had  turned  father  confessor 
to  the  house,  and  as  he  was  one  of  those  recorded 
in  the  negative,  he  would  explain  that  he  had  voted 
in  the  negative  because  the  proposition  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  on  the  table  amounted,  virtually, 
to  a reception  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that  the  gentleman  had  made  a 
strange  confession,  upon  the  meritorious  efficacy  of 
which,  whether  father  confessor  or  not,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  decide;  but  he  would  sav,  that  the 
gentleman  certainly  deserved  credit  for  the  origina- 
lity of  the  discovery,  that  a motion  to  lay  “a  motion 
to  receive”  upon  the  table,  carried  with  it,  or  amount- 
ed to,  a reception  of  the  paper.  It  was  the  first  lime 
he  had  ever  heard  the  idea  advanced.  To  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table  to  receive  was  a positive  rejec- 
tion of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  then  rose  to  explain.  He  said  he 
did  not  know  whether  he  had  a distinct  recollection 
of  what  had  occurred  at  that  time;  but,  he  could  say 
that  he  was  always  opposed  to  abolition  and  its  ex- 
citement, and  that  he  had  voted  to  lay  their  memo- 
rials on  the  table.  Abolition  was  one  thing,  the 
right  of  petition  was  another.  He  was  in  favor  of 
settling  this  whole  question,  and  never  gave  coun- 
tenance to  their  agitations. 

Air.  Hunt,  of  New  York  rose  to  explain,  and  said 
that  he  had  voted  in  the  affirmative,  but  no!  because 
he  understood  the  petition  was  couched  in  disre- 
sp  -ctful  terms. 

Mr.  Cushing,  of  Mass,  then  rose  and  said  that,  by 
way  of  explanation,  he  would  read  from  the  journal, 
but  from  what  pait,  or  his  comments  thereon,  was 
not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter,  from  the  con- 
fusion. 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed,  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I find  I have  fairly  flushed  a whole 
covey  of  members,  and  will  take  them  one  at  a time, 
as  Simon  killed  the  wasps;  yet  if  I find  that  sport  too 
tedious  and  fatiguing,  I will  fire  into  the  flock.  The 
mirthful  confusion  in  the  house,  and  the  conversation 
around  me,  as  also  the  distance  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mass.  (Mr.  Cushing),  prevented  my  hearing 
what  he  said  while  he  was  on  the  floor.  The  point, 
if  any,  of  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tioy,  (Mr.  Hunt),  l could  not  comprehend,  per- 
haps did  not  hear.  The  gentleman  from  Canan- 
daigua, I. have  alluded  to,  and  may  perhaps  again. 
But  a word  is  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Kinder- 
hook,  (Mr.  Vanderpoel).  I must  be  excused  lor 
distinguishing  him  by  the  euphonious  and  poetic 
name  of  his  residence,  lor  I know  not  how  else  to 
designate  the  various  members  of  the  empire  state 
who  have  explained.  I mean  the  gentleman  who, 
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if  he  does  not  lead,  at  least  blows  the  bugle  note  of 
his  party,  and  stands  on  the  outposts  of  this  hall, 
ready  to  fire  the  alarm-gun,  or  call  in  any  straggler 
from  the  trained  bands.  I was  glad  when  the  gen- 
tleman rose,  and  regretted  he  did  not  say  more.  I 
was  anxious  for  him  to  come  out  into  the  deep  wa- 
ter upon  this  question.  I was  anxious  that  some 
one  who  had  the  voice  of  the  president  should 
speak;  that  some  one,  who  was  reputed  to  stand 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  executive,  might 
speak,  that  the  echo  of  the  sentiments  entertained 
at  the  white  house  might  reverberate  around  these 
marble  columns.  We  had,  sir,  indeed,  the  storm — 
all  ils  fury,  its  loud  thunder,  its  gusty  wind,  but 
there  was  no  lightning — nothing  to  illumine  the 
impenetrable  darkness  which  shrouds  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  executive.  The  genlleman,  with 
great  earnestness  and  his  usual  ability,  argued  both 
sides  of  the  question.  He  was  opposed  to  the  abo- 
litionists, but  in  favor  of  receiving  their  memorials; 
yet  avoided  the  main  question  with  his  usual  tact, 
of  raising  some  other  point  of  debate.  But  though 
silent  in  a great  measure  himself,  the  gentleman 
was  quite  busy  in  giving  the  catch-word,  and 
prompting  others  whilst  they  spoke.  Some  weeks 
ago,  when  the  astute  and  sapient  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Cave  Johnson ) gave  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Vanderpoel),  while 
speaking,  an  authority  to  read,  which  proved  to  be 
against  him,  instead  of  for  him,  the  gentleman  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  flashed  in  the  pan,  to  use  his 
own  figure.  He  then  declared  that  he  would  never 
again  fire  off  any  ammunition  but  his  own,  and  ad- 
vised all  others  to  do  so  likewise.  Has  the  gentle- 
man follo-ved  his  own  advice?  What  have  we  wit- 
nessed during  the  three  days’  speech  of  the  member 
from  North  Carolina?  He  wascontinually  surround- 
ed by  members  producing  ammunition  for  him,  and 
none  so  conspicuous  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  in  dog-earing  books,  and 
carrying  files  of  newspapers,  three  feet  square,  for 
the  use  of  that  gentleman  It  was  a scene  of  amuse- 
ment to  me,  to  see  the  crowd  of  members  around 
the  gentleman,  supplying  him  for  three  days  with 
materiel  tor  a speech;  and  I could  but  admire  the 
indomitable  fortitude  and  patience  of  the  member 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bynum),  as  he  adopted 
and  appropriated  to  his  use  any  thing  and  every 
thing  which  was  offered  to  him.  The  scene  was 
like  one  which  1 have  witnessed  on  other  occasions, 
if  I may  be  allowed  another  zoological  figure. 

Have  you  ever  seen,  Mr.  Speaker,  an  elephant  in 
a managerie,  surrounded  by  a crowd  of  spectators? 
I have  seen  that  noble  and  monstrous  animal, 
standing  with  a perfect  circle  around  him  of  men, 
women  and  children — tall  and  short,  w’ell  dressed 
and  ragged.  I have  seen  his  wonderful  perform- 
ance, amt  that  of  the  crowd  around  him.  Whilst 
the  animal  would  open  his  vast  and  ponderous  jaws, 
some  one  would  throw  into  them  a pumpkin;  ano- 
ther a turnip-top;  a third  a half-eaten  apple,  or  an 
orange  peel;  a fourth  a curled  piece  of  sole  leather; 
whilst  some  ragged  and  tnischevous  urchin  would 
throw  in  a lit  segar,  half  consumed,  or  a discarded 
quid  of  tobacco.  The  enduring  animal  would  gulp 
down  the  whole,  flap  his  vast  years  with  delight, 
and  imploringly  extend  his  insinuating  probocis  to 
the  crowd — dirty  urchin  and  all — as  much  as  to  say, 
renew  again  the  pleasurable  excitement. 

[The  memorials  were  here  handed  to  Mr.  John- 
son by  the  clerk.*] 

*To  the  honorable  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America:  The  petition  of  the  under- 
dersigned,  citizens  of  Washington  county,  respectfully 
sheweth: 

That  your  petitioners  would  take  no  measures  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  which  are  not  reasonable,  peace- 
ful and  sanctioned  both  by  the  constitution  of  our  coun- 
try and  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  humanity.  They 
do  not,  therefore,  ask  your  honorable  body  to  interfere 
with  those  laws  which  in  the  several  states  go  to  estab- 
lish and  regulate  property  in  human  beings.  Bur,  as 
congress  has  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in  and  over 
the  District  of  Columbia,  they  ask  for  the  exercise  of 
that  power  totally  and  immediately  to  abolish  slaverv 
within  said  District.  They  ask  it,  because  slavery  is 
unjust;  because  it  violates  the  rights  of  both  God  and 
man;  because  it  corrupts  public  morals;  because  it 
is  oppressive  to  the  honest  free  laborer,  and  tends  to 
make  labor  disreputable  as  well  as  unprofitable;  be- 
cause it  brands  nor  nation  befo  e the  world  as  avari- 
cious, cruel  and  hypocritical;  because  often,  and  even 
since  the  last  session  of  congress,  persons  have  been 
imorisoned  in  the  District  on  mere  suspicion  of  their 
being  runaways,  and  not  being  proved  to  be  such,  have 
been"1 sold  into  perpetual  slavery  for  the  payment  of 
their  jail  fees!  because,  while  slavery  continues,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  a slave  trade.  Such  trade  has, 
by  a solemn  act  of  congress  been  declared  piracy 
when  carried  on  upon  the  ocean;  your  petitioners  do 
not  understand  why  it  should  he  less  criminal  on  land; 
nor  whv  one  man  should  be  licensed  to  buy  and  sell 
the  natives  of  our  own  country,  while  another  is  igno- 


Mr.  Johnson  said,  in  continuation:  I find,  sir,  in 
glancing  my  eye  over  the  memorials,  that  there  are 
two  of  them,  folded  and  pinned  together,  and  that 
they  are  printed  papers;  and,  as  I presupposed,  are 
respectful  in  language. 

Mr.  Mams  rose  to  explain,  and  said  that,  upon 
reflection,  he  recollected  that  he  had  voted  to  ex- 
clude the  memorials  fora  time,  as  some  other  busi- 
ness was  pressing  upon  the  house. 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed.  I have  listened  to  all  the 
explanations  which  have  been  made,  and  which  I 
could  hear;  but,  with  due  respect  for  the  candor 
and  sincerity  of  the  gentlemen,  1 humbly  conceive 
that  their  memory,  like  their  reasoning,  is  greatly 
at  fault.  The  (rue  reason  for  the  vote  had  not  yet, 
he  humbly  conceived,  been  assigned;  I will  endea- 
vor to  give  it,  and  I believe  that  it  will  be  found 
more  satisfactory  than  any  which  has  yet  been  of- 
fered. If  this  should  be  the  case;  if  the  reasons 
which  I shall  offer  (the  mere  facts  in  the  case) 
should  prove  more  satisfactory  and  patriotic,  1 hope 
gentlemen  will  cease  to  puzzle  their  ingenuity  for 
any  other.  I hope  that  gentlemen  will  commend 
their  praiseworthy  vote,  and  on  all  similar  occasions 
do  likewise. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  said,  somewhere  in  his 
writings,  that  whenever  you  assign  one  good  and 
adequate  cause  for  an  effect,  you  establish  by  it  a 
sound  principleof  philosophy.  Now,  sir,  what  was 
the  reason  of  that  large  and  unprecedented  majority 
for  rejecting  abolition  memorials?  I will  give  it, 
and  I call  on  the  memory  of  every  one  here  to  bear 
me  proof;  the  vote  was  given  in  January,  1836,  at 
a time  when  abolition  excitement  was  convulsing 
the  whole  country.  The  abolitionists  had  been  gra- 
dually increasing  to  the  north;  each  step  of  theirs 
was  farther  and  bolder;  they  had  found  bold  and 
able  champions  on  this  floor  to  defend  their  memo- 
rials and  to  justify  their  excitement,  to  indirectly 

miniously  hung  for  trafficking  in  the  persons  of  foreign- 
ers. Yet,  to  such  a magnitude  has  this  trade  grown 
under  the  exclu-'ive  legislation  of  congress,  that,  if  the 
citizens  of  the  District  themselves  are  to  be  believed, 
the  capital  of  our  republic  is  one  of  the  greatest  slave 
marts  in  the  world. 

Again,  your  petitioners  ask  the  immediate  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  because  they 
d'-em  it  safe  and  practicable.  Safe,  because  it  would 
make  friends  of  those  who  now  have  every  reason  to 
be  our  enemies;  because  the  government  of  good  laws 
is  always  safer  than  that  of  arbitrary  will;  because 
every  innocent  man,  in  his  right  senses,  is  fitrer  for 
freedom  than  for  slavery;  because  the  experiment  has 
been  tried  elsewhere,  and  has  always  been  found  to  be 
safe — witness  especially  the  cases  of  Antigea  and  Ber- 
muda, where  emancipation  was  immediate  and  uncon- 
ditional, and  the  public  peace  is  now  so  secure  that  the 
military  guards  formerly  required  by  slavery,  have  been 
entirely  dispensed  with;  finally,  because  the  nation  has 
abundant  power  to  enforce  order,  should  there  be  any 
disposition  to  disturb  it.  Practicable,  because  it  will 
only  exchange  an  unnatural  and  forced  system  oflabor 
for  a natural  and  voluntary  one.  It  will  not  annihilate 
the  laborers  nor  their  labor,  but  will  merely  make  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  employers  to  pay  fair  wages.  Your  pe- 
titioners will  not  take  the  absurd  position  that  congress 
cannot  right  the  slaves  without  wronging  the  masters. 
How  far  the  nation,  as  a participator  with  the  masters 
in  the  guilt  of  wronging  the  slaves,  ought  to  indemnify 
the  former  for  their  loss,  your  petitioners  cheerfully 
leave  it  to  your  honorable  body  todecide.  Bur,  what- 
ever it  may  cost,  they  ask  for  the  immediate  freedom  of 
the  slaves.  They  ask  for  them  the  common  protection 
as  well  as  government  of  wise  and  equitable  laws. 

Finally,  your  petitioners,  disclaiming  any  design  of 
interfering  unconstitutionally  or  unwarrantably  with 
the  concerns  of  others;  and  wiih  the  kindest  regard  for 
the  interests  of  their  southern  fellow  citizens,  ask  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  be- 
cause it  will  furnish  a most  salutary  example  to  all  slave- 
holders throughout,  the  world,  teaching  them  that  an 
immediate  abrogation  and  renunciation  of  the  claim  of 
property  in  man  is  safe  and  profi'able,  as  well  as  ho- 
norable and  just.  They  feel  bound  as  men,  as  Chris- 
tians, and  as  republicans,  to  urge  this  subject  upon  the 
attention  of  congress;  and  from  the  exercise  of  this  con- 
stitutional right,  as  well  as  from  the  inalienable  one  of 
freely  expressing  their  opinions,  they  can  never  cease 
till  justice  is  done.  [Signed  by  fiflv-one  names.] 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  congress  assembled:  The  undersigned  pe- 
titioners, citizens  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
respectfully  represent: 

That  the  enslavement  of  a large  number  of  colored 
persons  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  existence 
there  of  an  active  domestic  slave  trade,  are  great  politi- 
cal and  moral  evils;  repugnant  to  humanity  and  to  the 
spirit  of  our  free  institutions.  Our  earnest  prayer  is, 
that  you  will  immediately  abolish  slavery  in  the  District, 
and  provide  such  means  of  education  and  improve- 
ment, for  the  colored  population  there,  as  your  wisdom 
and  philanthropy  may  devise:  So  that  they  may  not 
only  have  their  physical  bonds  removed,  but  that  their 
intellect  and  immortal  spirits  may  be  freed  from  their 
present  degraded  and  fettered  state. 

[Signed  by  eighty-one  names.] 


aid  them  in  their  fanaticism  and  to  protect  them. 
The  abolitionists  sent  their  agents  among  the  ne- 
groes of  the  south,  and  by  every  mail,  and  through 
every  post  office  in  the  nation,  scattered  their  inflam- 
matory tracts  and  publications.  They  had  succeed- 
ed in  effecting  an  insurrection  of  the  negroes  in 
Virginia,  and  men,  woinen  and  children  were  mur- 
dered in  their  beds.  I will  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  scenes  of  blood  and  barbarity  which  occurred; 
it  is  enough  to  say,  the  south  was  alarmed  to  arms, 
and  the  stoutest  advocates  of  abolition  were  appal- 
led. The  first  feeling  of  the  south  was  that  of  ap- 
prehension arid  alarm;  but  the  second  was  deep  and 
indignant  condemnation  of  the  conduct  of  those 
who,  under  the  bond  of  brotherhood,  had  counte- 
nanced and  protected,  instead  of  punishing  or  pre- 
venting, by  penal  laws,  the  dissemination  of  doc- 
trines so  calamitous  in  their  consequences.  The 
tocsin  of  alarm,  sounding  throughout  the  south, 
called  every  man  to  arms,  or  to  adopt  measures  of 
safety;  the  neglected  fire-arms  w’ere  repaired,  and 
the  quiet  solitude  of  the  night  was  broken  by  the 
tramp  of  men  in  arms,  as  they  traversed  the  country, 
or  kept  watch  in  our  towns  and  villages.  At  such 
a time  as  this,  and  under  such  circumstances,  the 
resolution  made  would  not  be  easily  abandoned. 
Every  man  in  the  south  said  audibly,  or  tacitly  re- 
solved, “that  the  excitement  of  abolition  must  cease, 
or  the  union  must  be  dissolved.”  “If  the  general 
government  will  not  stay  these  inroads  upon  our 
rights,  we  will  protect  ourselves.”  But,  sir,  the 
panic  and  dismay  was  not  confined  to  the  south;  it 
was  felt  to  the  north,  and  the  sober  judgment  of  the 
people  began  to  estimate  effects  and  consequences, 
as  they  recovered  from  the  intoxicating  fever  of  fa- 
naticism. Those  who  had  made  their  religion  con- 
sist in  humanity,  philanthropy  and  abolition,  no 
longer  had  the  hardihood  to  preach  doctrines,  which 
made  the  nearest  road  to  heaven  to  be  through  the 
wild-fires  of  insurrection,  the  slaughter  of  innocent 
women  and  children,  and  other  dreadful  scenes  of 
intestine  war.  There  began  to  be  but  one  public 
sentiment  throughout  the  country.  The  president 
of  the.  United  States  in  his  annual  message  to  con- 
gress, submitted  but  a short  time  before  the  vote 
was  taken  to  which  I have  alluded,  held  the  follow- 
ing language: 

“In  connexion  with  these  provisions  in  relation 
to  the  post  office  department,  I must  also  invite 
your  attention  to  the  painful  excitement  produced 
in  the  south,  by  attempts  to  circulate  through  the 
mails  inflammatory  appeals  addressed  to  the  passions 
of  the  slaves,  in  prints,  and  in  various  sorts  of  pub- 
lications, calculated  to  stimulate  them  to  insurrec- 
tion, and  to  produce  all  the  horrors  of  a servile  war. 

“There  is,  doubtless,  no  respectable  portion  of 
our  countrymen  who  can  be  so  far  misled  as  to  feel 
any  other  sentiment  than  that  of  indignant  regret  at 
conduct  so  destructive  of  the  harmony  and  peace  of 
the  country,  and  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of 
our  national  compact,  and  to  the  dictates  of  humanity 
and  religion.  Our  happiness  and  prosperity  essen- 
tially depend  upon  peace  within  onr  borders;  and 
peace  depends  upon  (he  maintenance,  in  good  faith, 
of  those  compromises  of  the  constitution  upon  which 
the  union  is  founded.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  coun- 
try that  the  good  sense,  the  generous  feeling,  and 
the  deep  rooted  attachment  of  the  people  of  the 
non-slaveholding  states  to  the  union,  and  to  their 
fellow  cilizens  of  the  same  blood  in  the  south,  have 
given  so  strong  and  impressive  a tone  to  the  senti- 
ments entertained  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
misguided  persons  who  have  engaged  in  these  un- 
constitutional and  wicked  attempts,  and  especially 
against  the  emissaries  from  foreign  parts  who  have 
dared  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  as  to  authorise  the 
hope  that  those  attempts  will  no  longer  he  persisted 
in.  But  if  these  expressions  of  the  public  will  shall 
not  be  sufficient  to  effect  so  desirable  a result,  not  a 
doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  so  tar  from  countenancing  the  slightest  in- 
terference with  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
south,  will  be  prompt  to  exercise  their  authority  in 
suppressing,  so  far  as  in  them  lies,  whatever  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  this  evil. 

“In  leaving  the  care  of  other  branches  of  this  in- 
teresting subject  to  the  state  authorities,  to  whom 
they  properly  belong,  it  is  nevertheless  proper  for 
congress  to  take  such  measures  as  will  prevent  the 
post  office  department,  which  was  destined  to  foster 
an  amicable  intercourse  and  correspondence  be- 
tween all  the  members  of  the  confederacy,  from  be- 
ing used  as  an  instrument  of  an  opposite  character. 
The  general  government,  to  which  the  great  trust 
is  confided  of  preserving  inviolate  the  relations 
created  among  the  states  by  the  constitution,  is  es- 
pecially bound  to  avoid  in  its  own  action  any  thing 
that  may  disturb  them.  I would,  therefore,  call 
the  special  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject,  and 
respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  passing  such  a 
law  as  will  prohibit,  under  severe  penalties,  the  cir- 
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dilation  in  the  southern  states,  through  the  mails, 
of  incendiary  publications  intended  to  instigate  the 
slaves  to  insurrection.” 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  language  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  occasioned  by  the  vio- 
lent excitement  then  existing.  And  in  the  same 
session  the  postmaster  general,  in  his  annual  com- 
munication, asked  for  legislative  aid  to  suppress  the 
insurrectionary  communications  sent  through  the 
mail,  and  calculated  to  excite  servile  war.  He  says: 

“A  new  question  has  arisen  in  the  administration 
of  this  department.  A number  of  individuals  have 
established  an  association  in  the  northern  and  east- 
ern states,  and  raised  a large  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  the  immediate  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  southern  states.  One  of  the  means  re- 
sorted to  has  been  the  printing  of  a large  mass  of 
newspapers,  pamphlets,  tracts  and  almanacs,  con- 
taining exaggerated,  and  in  some  instances  false, 
accounts  of  the  treatment  of  slaves,  illustrated  with 
cuts,  calculated  to  operate  on  the  passions  of  the 
colored  men,  and  produce  discontent,  assassination 
and  servile  war.  These  they  attempted  to  dissemi- 
nate throughout  the  slaveholding  states  by  the  agen- 
cy of  the  public  mails. 

“As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  mails  con- 
tained these  productions,  great  excitement  arose, 
particularly  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  and,  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  the  mail  in  its  progress  southward,  the  post- 
master at  that  place  agreed  to  retain  them  in  his  of- 
fice until  he  could  obtain  instructions  from  the  post- 
master general.  In  reply  to  his  appeal,  he  was  in- 
formed that  it  was  a subject  upon  which  the  post- 
master general  had  no  legal  authority  to  instruct 
him.  The  question  again  came  up  from  the  post- 
master at  New  York,  who  had  refused  to  send  the 
papers  by  the  steamboat  mail  to  Charleston,  S.  C 
He  was  also  answered  that  the  postmaster  general 
possessed  no  legal  authority  to  give  instructions  on 
the  subject;  but  as  the  undersigned  had  no  doubt 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  justified  the  de- 
tention of  the  papers,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 
Important  principles  are  involved  in  this  question, 
and  it  merits  the  grave  consideration  of  all  depart- 
ments of  the  government. 

“It  is  universally  conceded  that  our  states  are 
united  only  for  certain  purposes.  There  are  inte- 
rests in  relation  to  which  they  are  believed  to  be  as 
independent  of  each  other  as  they  were  before  the 
constitution  was  formed.  The  interest  which  the 
people  of  some  of  the  states  have  in  slaves,  is  one 
of  them.  No  state  obtained,  by  the  union,  any  right 
whatsoever  over  slavery  in  any  other  state;  nor  did 
any  state  lose  any  of  its  power  over  it  within  its 
own  borders.  On  this  subject,  therefore,  if  this 
view  be  correct,  the  states  are  still  independent,  and 
may  fence  round  and  protect  their  interest  in  slaves 
by  such  laws  and  regulations  as,  in  their  sovereign 
will,  they  may  deem  expedient. 

“Nor  have  the  people  of  one  state  any  more  right 
to  interfere  with  this  subject  in  another  state,  than 
they  have  to  interfere  with  the  internal  regulations, 
lights  of  property,  or  domestic  police,  of  a foreign 
nation.  If  they  were  to  combine,  and  send  papers 
among  the  laboring  population  of  another  nation, 
calculated  to  produce  discontent  and  rebellion,  their 
conduct  would  be  good  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  that  nation;  and  in  case  it  were  not  repress- 
ed by  the  United  States,  might  be,  if  perseveringly 
persisted  in,  just  cause  of  war.  The  mutual  obli- 
gations of  our  several  states  to  suppress  attacks  by 
their  citizens  on  each  other’s  reserved  rights  and  in- 
terests would  seem  to  be  greater,  because,  by  en- 
tering into  the  union,  they  have  lost  the  light  of  re- 
dress which  belongs  to  nations  wholly  independent. 
Whatever  claim  may  be  set  up  or  maintained  to  a 
right  of  free  discussion,  within  their  own  borders, 
ol  the  institutions  and  laws  of  other  communities 
over  which  they  have  no  rightful  control,  few  will 
maintain  that  they  have  a right,  unless  it  be  obtain- 
ed by  compact  or  treaty,  to  carry  on  such  discus- 
sions within  those  communities,  either  orally  or  by 
the  distribution  of  printed  papers,  particularly  if  it 
be  in  violation  of  their  peculiar  laws,  and  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  peace  and  existence.  The  constitution 
of  the  United  States  provides  that  ‘the  citizens  of 
each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  states;’  but  this 
clause  cannot  confer  on  the  citizens  of  one  state 
higher  privileges  and  immunities  in  another  than 
the  citizens  ol  the  latter  themselves  possess.  It  is 
not  easy,  therefore,  to  perceive  how  the  citizens  of 
the  northern  states  can  possess  or  claim  the  privi- 
lege of  carrying  ori  discussions  within  the  southern 
states,  by  the  distribution  of  punted  papers,  which 
the  citizens  ot  the  latter  are  forbidden  to  circulate 
by  their  own  laws. 

“Neither  does  it  appear  that  the  United  States 
acquired  by  the  constitution  any  power  whatsoever 
over  this  subject,  except  the  right  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  after  a certain  date.  On  the 


contrary,  that  instrument  contains  evidences  that 
one  object  of  the  southern  states,  in  adopting  it,  was 
to  secure  to  themselves  a more  perfect  control  over 
this  interest,  and  cause  it  to  be  respected  by  the 
sister  states.  In  the  exercise  of  their  reserved 
rights,  and  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  this  inte- 
rest, and  ensuring  the  safetv  ot  their  people,  some 
of  the  states  have  passed  laws  prohibiting,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  printing  or  circulation  of  pa- 
pers like  those  in  question,  within  their  respective 
territories.  It  has  never  been  alleged  that  these 
laws  are  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Nor  does  it  seem  possi- 
ble that  they  can  be  so,  because  they  relate  to  a 
subject  over  which  the  United  States  cannot  right- 
fully assume  any  control  under  that  constitution, 
either  by  law  or  otherwise. 

“If  these  principles  be  sound,  it  will  follow  that 
the  state  laws  on  this  subject  are,  within  the  scope 
of  their  jurisdiction,  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land, 
obligatory  alike  on  all  persons,  whether  private  ci- 
tizens, officers  of  the  state,  or  functionaries  of  the 
general  government. 

“The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ‘to  protect  each  of  the  states  against  inva- 
sion, and  on  application  of  the  legislature,  or  of  the 
executive,  (when  the  legislature  cannot  be  conven- 
ed), against  domestic  violence.’  There  is  no  quar- 
ter whence  domestic  violence  is  so  much  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  some  of  the  states,  as  from  the  servile 
population  operated  upon  by  mistaken  or  designing 
men.  It  is  to  obviate  danger  from  this  quarter,  that 
many  of  the  state  laws,  in  relation  to  the  circulation 
of  incendiary  papers,  have  been  enacted.  Without 
claiming  for  the  general  government  the  power  to 
pass  laws  prohibiting  discussions  of  any  sort,  as  a 
means  of  protecting  states  from  domestic  violence, 
it  may  safely  be  assumed  that  the  United  States  have 
no  right,  through  their  officers  or  departments, 
knowingly  to  be  instrumental  in  producing,  within 
the  several  states,  the  very  mischief  which  the  con- 
stitution commands  them  to  repress.  It  would  be 
an  extraordinary  construction  of  the  (lowers  of  the 
general  government,  to  maintain  that  they  are 
bound  to  atford  the  agency  of  their  mails  and  post 
offices  to  counteract  the  laws  of  the  states,  in  the 
circulation  of  papers  calculated  to  produce  domestic 
violence,  when  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  one 
of  their  most  important  constitutional  duties  to  pro- 
tect the  states  against  the  natural,  if  not  necessary, 
consequences  produced  by  that  very  agency. 

“The  position  assumed  by  this  department  is  be- 
lieved to  have  produced  the  effect  of  withholding  its 
agency,  generally,  in  giving  circulation  to  the  ob- 
noxious papers  in  the  southern  states.  Whether  it 
be  necessary  more  effectually  to  prevent,  by  legis- 
lative enactments,  the  use  ot  the  mails  as  a means  of 
evading  or  violating  the  constitutional  laws  of  the 
states,  in  reference  to  this  portion  of  their  reserved 
rights,  is  a question  which,  it  appears  to  the  under- 
signed, may  be  submitted  to  congress,  upon  a state- 
ment of  the  facts,  and  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
public  necessity.” 

Such  was  the  strong  appeal  made  by  the  post- 
master general,  enforced  as  I have  shown  by  the 
message  of  the  president.  But,  sir,  the  deeds  of 
carnage  which  had  been  done,  the  blood  of  inno- 
cence which  had  been  spilt,  spoke  more  eloquently 
to  the  nation,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people 
met  here  with  the  solemn  impression  on  their  minds. 
The  spirit  of  patriotism  was  whispering  to  their 
hearts;  and  reason,  which  had  been  rejected  before, 
began  again  to  control  their  judgment.  Public  duty 
and  public  policy  alike  invoked  this  house  to  reject 
the  memorial,  which  experience  had  shown  to  be 
fraught  with  so  much  danger,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  members  recorded  their  names  upon  the 
journal  as  has  been  shown. 

Such  were  the  considerations  which  prompted 
the  rejection  of  abolition  memorials  in  1336,  and 
such  a state  of  things  would,  I am  quite  sure,  in- 
duce the  same  gentlemen  to  vote  again  for  their  re- 
jection. But,  sir,  the  course  which  gentlemen  pur- 
sue in  debate,  the  appeals  which  they  address  to  the 
prejudices  and  passions  of  the  people,  may  sooner 
or  later  effect  another  excitement  of  similar  cala- 
mitous consequence.  But  if  another  insurrection 
break  out.  let  me  tell  gentlemen  that,  though  it  may 
be  as  quickly  suppressed,  it  will  not  be  in  theii 
power  so  easily  to  quiet  the  alarms  of  the  south. — 
They  will  not  remain  passive  under  machinations 
which  are  calculated  to  give  their  homes  to  the 
flames,  or  to  produce  such  a state  of  things  as  oc- 
curred in  St.  Domingo,  the  happy  condition  of  which 
island  has  been  alluded  to  in  this  debate,  by  one 
member,  with  a sort  of  findlike  triumph.* 


*Under  the  garb  of  pretended  religion,  the  aboiition- 
is's  would  desecrate  with  blood  the  altar  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  this,  too,  in  the  most  insidious  form,  by  send- 
ing, in  a secret  and  stealthy  manner,  their  inflammato- 


Mr.  Speaker,  every  debate  on  this  floor  of  the 
character  of  the  present  is  an  attack  upon  the 
foundations  of  the  government;  every  abolition 
speech  which  is  made  here  dissolves,  in  some  de- 
gree, that  kindly  feeling,  that  friendly  relation, 
which  is  the  strongest  cement  of  the  union;  and  a 
revolution  must  be  the  consequence.  The  public 
mind,  once  made  to  contemplate  such  an  event  as 
probable,  will,  for  slight  cause,  act  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  its  necessity.  The  fears  already  awakened 
will  be  magnified;  and  to  relieve  themselves  from 
this  feverish  anxiety,  the  people  of  the  south  must 
seek  peace  and  security  by  dissolving  political  con- 
nexion with  those  who,  by  thus  continuing  to  sup- 
port the  cause  of  abolition,  show  a recklessness  of 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  south,  and  a disregard 
ol  all  covenants  under  the  constitution.  Sir,  I re- 
peat to  these  gentlemen  our  security  depends  in  a 
great  degree  upon  their  non-interference.  They 
have  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  question  of  sla- 
very; and  I utterly  deny  the  right  of  this  house  to 
discuss  the  subject.  It  is  a violation  of  yoursworn 
duty;  for  you  have  sworn  to  support  slavery  when 
you  took  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution.  You 
first  delude  yourselves  with  the  belief  that  the 
question  is  harmless,  although  you  have  seen  its 
evils,  and  then  strive  to  appease  us  with  declama- 
tion about  the  light  of  petition,  and  tell  us  that  it  is 
only  the  right  in  the  abstract  that  you  defend;  for 
only  let  the  memorials  be  received,  and  you  will 
not  ask  that  what  they  pray  for  be  granted.  Sir, 
I repeat  that  an  avowal  that  only  one  member  will 
vote  lor  abolition  is  a pregnant  and  unanswerable 
argument  in  favor  of  rejecting  all  papers  of  the 
kind.  If  the  right  to  petition  was  clear  and  be- 
yond debate,  would  not  the  declaration,  that  but 
one  man  could  be  found,  in  forty  years,  so  reckless 
as  to  vote  for  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  be  a 
conclusive  reason  that  these  abolition  memorials 
should  not  be  received?  And  how  does  the  force 
of  the  consideration  increase,  when  the  attempt  to 
force  the  reception  and  consideration  delays  other 
business  of  the  nation  and  endangers  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  union?  You  gild  over  the  evil  that 
we  may  not  see  the  interior,  wtiile  we  are  poisoned 
by  your  quackery.  You  are  for  introducing  your 
Trojan  horse  into  our  citadel,  that  armed  men  with- 
in may  cut  our  throats  at  night  when  we  are  least 
suspecting.  You  are  contending  for  an  abstrac- 
tion, which  you  say  is  useless  if  it  is  granted; 


ry  tracts,  appeals  and  miserable  agents,  in  various  dis- 
guises, among  the  slaves  of  the  south.  Although  a 
party  to  the  covenant  of  the  constitution,  they  are  wil- 
ling to  outrage  every  written  and  moral  law.  These 
men  might  learn  better  religion  than  they  practise  from 
the  followers  of  Mahomet;  and  the  south  could  more 
safely  rely  upon  the  promises  and  in  the  fidelity  to  co- 
venants in  the  followers  of  the  prophet,  although  their 
faith  is,  “that  the  figlring  for  religion  is  an  acuif  obe- 
dience to  God.’’  But  they  are  brave  enough  to  front 
danger  themselves,  and  are  too  manly  to  countenance 
secret  murder  and  assassination  by  others  to  propagate 
their  religion. 

In  the  .beginning  of  the  seventh  century,  when 
Abubekr  succeeded  Mahomet  with  the  title  of  caliph, 
and  commenced  the  conquest  of  Syria,  and  sent  his' 
army  forward,  he  closed  his  instructions  to  his  general 
by  saying:  “When  you  make  any  covenant  or  article, 
stand  to  it,  and  be  as  good  as  your  word.’’  They 
overran  Syria  and  laid  siege  to  Damascus.  The  Da- 
mascenes capitulated  with  Abu  Obeidah,  one  of  the 
Saracen  generals,  to  pay  tribute  and  still  enjoy  their 
religion.  The  articles  were  signed  by  the  parlies.  As 
Obeidah  entered  one  of  the  gates  by  capitulation, 
Caled,  his  principal  associate,  who  was  ignorant  what 
his  companion  had  done,  forced  the  gates  on  the  oppo- 
site side  and  ordered  a general  massacre.  Obeidah 
meeting  his  furious  companions  in  the  middle  of  the 
city  ordered  them  to  desist,  informing  them  of  the  con- 
ditions which  he  had  entered  into,  stating  to  Caled, 
who  preferred  a general  slaughter,  as  he  had  forced  the 
city,  “that,  when  I had  made  an  agreement,  I did  not 
think  that  you  would  ever  have  attempted  to  make  it 
void.  But  you  shall  not  make  it  void;  for  I have  gi- 
ven all  these  people  my  protection,  and  that  in  the  name 
of  God  and  his  prophet;  and  all  that  were  with  me 
liked  it  and  approved  it,  and  we  are  not  accustomed  to 
depart  from  our  word.”  Those  who  had  taken  a part 
of  the  city  by  s'orm  still  persisting  in  their  slaughter, 
he  threw  himself  between  the  Christians  and  Ins  sa- 
vage tribes,  and  bade  them  desist.  The  covenant  was 
maintained;  and  Damascus,  to  this  day,  contains  a 
population  of  twenty  thousand  Christians  More  than 
a thousand  years  have  rolled  round,  and  this  covenant 
is  still  preserved  by  the  Mahometans;  whilst  hardly  a 
half  a century  has  elapsed  since  the  ratification  of  the 
constitution,  and  these  faithless  men  of  the  north  give 
evidence  to  the  world  that  their  word,  their  promise, 
their  covenant  is  less  sacred  than  that  of  the  Mahome- 
tan. 

How  much  blood  has  been  shed — how  much  perfidy 
lias  been  infli  :tod — how  much  misery  has  the  human 
family  suffered  by  fanaticism,  under  disguise  of  reli- 
gion? Let  the  red  and  numberless  pages  of  history 
answer. 
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whilst  the  defence  itself  is  pregnant  with  incalcula- 
ble mischief.  You  are  widely  pursuing  a phan- 
tom, when  each  step  forces  you  to  trample  on  rights 
guarantied  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  I were  to  ask  these  gentlemen  if 
there  is  any  principle  sound  in  moral  philosophy, 
which  has  no  good  in  its  application  or  in  its  end, 
they  would  answer  in  the  negative.  In  philosophy, 
in  morals,  in  ethics,  in  legislation,  nothing  can  be 
useful  that  has  not  utility  and  benefit  in  its  end. 
Apply  that  principle  to  the  present  case,  and  you 
will  find  that  all  repudiate  the  end,  which  the 
means  you  use  would  force  upon  you.  If  the  end, 
then,  which  the  abolitionists  seek  is  so  mischie- 
vous, you  should  abandon  the  means  so  as  not  to 
reach  the  evil  you  say  you  would  deplore.  A man 
may  be  visionary  and  theoretical  in  private  life,  and 
not  perhaps  do  much  mischief;  but,  in  public  life, 
ail  his  acts  should  be  utilitarian.  Weakness  in  a 
public  man  is  a vice,  for  vice  and  weakness  differ 
only  in  the  intention:  their  effect  is  alike  mischie- 
vous. A man  who  is  too  weak  or  timid  to  do  right, 
does  a negative  wrong,  which  becomes  a positive 
evil,  and  often  causes  active  wrong  and  injustice. 
Those  who  support  the  abolitionists  are  responsible; 
those  who  are  too  supine  or  timid  to  U3e  any  means 
or  power  which  they  may  possess  to  stay  their 
vicious  attempts,  become  either  active  or  silent 
participators,  and  are  almost  equally  responsible. 
By  the  course  which  gentlemen  pursue,  they  not 
only  weaken  the  bonds  of  union,  but  inflict  evils 
upon  the  slave.  They  force  the  slaveholding 
states  to  place  new  restraints  upon  him.  His  pri- 
vileges are  circumscribed,  and  his  mental  culture 
neglected,  because  you  make  speeches  which  would 
endanger  the  life  of  his  master  were  he  to  read. 
Yes,  sir,  I say  to  these  gentlemen,  you  are  the 
tyrants  of  the  slave,  while  the  censure  of  his  harsh 
treatment  falls  upon  us;  you  are  the  cause  of  the 
great  degree  of  rigor  towards  him,  whilst  you  pre- 
tend to  have  sympathy  for  him;  you  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  harshness  of  the  laws  of  the  south,  be- 
cause you  are  responsible  for  the  excitement  of  the 
north.  Instead  of  meeting  this  question  at  home, 
you  transfer  the  scene  of  strife  to  this  hall.  You 
avoid  the  question  where  it  should  be  met,  and  cen- 
sure us  because  we  tell  you  you  have  no  right  to 
embroil  us  with  the  insubordination  of  the  citizens 
of  your  own  states.  You  make  us  your  adversa- 
ries, because  you  are  too  timid  to  encounter  your 
own  turbulent  constituents.  You  wish  to  please 
both  but  satisfy  neither.  The  abolitionists  go  for 
universal  emancipation,  and  every  morning  this 
house  is  flooded  with  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
through  their  papers;  yet  you  say  you  will  com- 
promise by  only  defending  such  petitions  as  claim 
to  liberate  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  You 
tell  the  south,  but  let  their  petitions  be  received  and 
you  will  then  unite  in  opposing  their  request.  You 
defend  abolition  by  defending  their  petitions,  and 
to  avoid  the  true  question  you  adopt  the  Machiave- 
lian  maxim,  that  you  can  change  a measure  by 
changing  its  name,  and  sanctify  an  odious  princi- 
ple by  giving  it  a popular  term.  By  defending  the 
right  of  petition,  you  virtually  advocate  the  end 
and  measure  of  the  petition,  and  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  south  narrows  down  to  the 
issue  which  you  make  here.  We  know  it,  whilst 
yon  will  not  admit  it;  for  we  know  if  you  succeed 
here,  abolition  follows  by  the  same  means  through- 
out the  south.  I am  for  meeting  the  question  on 
the  ramparts  of  the  constitution;  for  I believe  the 
slightest  inroad  overthrows  the  union.  The  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  will  not  stand  alone  or  unaided 
in  this  question.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  members 
were  never  intended  to  be  set  over  the  people  of 
this  District  as  absolute  masters,  tyrants,  disposers 
of  the  rights  of  property,  and  to  be  governed  by  no 
restraint  in  the  exercise  of  their  capricious  wills, 
or  speculative  theories.  The  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict never  will  give  you  jurisdiction  over  their 
property  as  a proof  of  their  confidence  in  your  le- 
gislative wisdom.  You  may  ostentatiously  claim 
the  power,  but  you  dare  never  attempt  to  exercise 
it.  Ask  for  the  jurisdiction;  as  one  of  old  asked 
for  fire,  earth  and  water;  ask,  too,  as  one  of  old  did, 
for  the  arms  of  the  people,  and  you  will  be  an- 
swered, as  the  head  of  the  little  republic  which  con- 
tained about  the  population  of  this  District  an- 
swered, “come  and  take  them.”  Sir,  the  Persian 
went  with  his  armed  thousands,  and  left  their  bones 
as  monuments  to  Grecian  valor  and  to  Grecian 
glory. 

Let  gentlemen  remember  it  was  not  the  actual 
oppression  of  Great  Britain  that  caused  the  war  of 
the  revolution;  it  was  the  assumption  of  a right  to 
tax,  not  the  miserable  pittance  itself  which  was  de- 
manded. Common  blood,  common  interesls,  united 
the  people  of  the  two  countries;  but  the  assumption 
of  a right  tore  asunder  the  ligaments  which  united 
the  thirteen  colonies  to  the  kingdom  of  the  mother 


country.  I ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  before  they 
set  up  a right  of  jurisdiction  over  slave  property,  if 
they  may  not  cause  similar  results.  The  south  and 
the  north  too  are  united  by  common  blood  and  com- 
mon interests,  but  the  rights  of  a bold  and  fearless 
people  are  not  to  be  trifled  with.  Take  warning 
by  the  past,  for  you  know  not  how  quickly  you  may 
effect  another  separation.  Deceive  not  yourselves 
that  the  people  of  the  south  are  divided  by  political 
feelings;  on  this  question  they  all  feel  and  think 
alike,  and,  if  you  force  the  necessity,  they  will  all 
act  alike.  Mr.  Speaker,  I cannot  separate  an  abo- 
litionist from  those  who  defend  their  course,  with- 
out a refinement  which  belongs  only  to  a casuist. 
The  distinction  which  gentlemen  draw  is  theoreti- 
cal. The  application  of  their  remarks  goes  really  to 
a defence  of  abolition,  whilst  they  repudiate  all  the 
mischief  which  it  produces.  They  agonize  us  with 
their  speeches,  yet  rebuke  us  if  we  complain. — 
They  would  keep  our  minds  on  a Procrustean  bed 
of  anguish,  to  be  measured  only  by  their  own  capri- 
cious dimensions.  But  if  all  this  is  sport  to  them, 
in  the  language  of  the  fable,  it  is  death  to  us.  Sir, 
for  one  1 repeat,  I am  tired  with  this  siren  song  of 
peace,  which  pleases  but  to  delude,  and  charms  but 
to  destroy. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  while  I have  thus  freely  and 
frankly  expressed  my  sentiments  in  relerence  to  the 
conduct  of  those  who  agitate  the  question  of  aboli- 
tion, I rejoice  to  know  that  there  are  men  in  the 
north  who  have  the  independence  to  speak  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  south  and  the  constitution,  and  to  dis- 
abuse the  public  mind  of  misapprehension  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  Among  the  distinguished  indi- 
viduals to  whom  I allude,  Mr.  Austin,  of  Boston,  is 
eminently  conspicuous,  and  I beg  leave  here  to 
quote  the  following  remarks  from  his  review  of  the 
rev.  Dr.  Channing’s  letter  on  the  slavery  question: 

“We,  of  New  England,  are  as  essentially  parties 
to  the  actual  existence  of  slavery  as  the  slavehold- 
ers themselves;  because  we  have  secured  to  our- 
selves, and  do  actually  partake  the  fruits,  profits 
and  enjoyments  of  slavery,  and  can,  therefore,  have 
no  moral  right  to  interfere  with  our  associates  in 
crime,  until  we  have  first  washed  our  own  hands  of 
the  defiling  iniquity! 

“Our  political  duties  are  regulated  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  are  to  be  determin- 
ed by  correct  views  of  the  principles  and  doctrines 
it  contains. 

“This  constitution  recognises  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  It  provides  for  the 
continuance  and  security  of  the  institution.  It  holds 
us  as  parties  to  it.  Most  of  us  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port this  constitution.  All  of  us  are  bound  to  do 
so,  whether  under  oath  or  not.  We  enjoy  its  bless- 
ings. We  partake  of  the  advantages,  which  we 
exacted  in  return  for  the  concessions  we  have  made. 
We  possess  what  we  purchased  in  the  freshness  and 
fullness  of  our  contract,  and  it  is  a base  and  false 
morality,  or  rather  a shameless  and  disgraceful 
fraud,  which  hypocritically  assumes  the  garb  of 
piety,  to  cheat  our  fellow-citizens  out  of  the  price. 

“The  morality  which,  under  these  circumstances, 
enforces  our  interference  with  the  southern  institu- 
tions of  slavery,  is  the  morality  of  teaching  us  to 
violate  our  solemn  contracts;  it  is  the  morality  of 
sharpening  that  huckstering  ingenuity  which  has 
been  too  justiy  ascribed  to  the  Yankee  pedlar,  of 
holding  to  both  ends  of  the  bargain. 

“There  is  no  higher  morality  than  that  which  en- 
joins fidelity  to  contracts — fidelity  in  the  spirit  as 
well  as  the  letter;  and  no  meaner  chicanery  or  fraud 
than  that  which  attempts  to  creep  from  their  obli- 
gation by  keeping  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear 
and  breaking  it  to  the  hope.  We  need  not  enume- 
rate the  provisions  of  the  constitution  already  ad- 
verted to  in  order  to  ascertain  our  duty  as  faithful 
citizens,  because  there  is  a broader  and  more  ex- 
pansive principle  of  honesty.  We  know  what  was 
intended  at  the  time  of  the  contract.  We  know  if 
a claim  to  the  interference  now  urged  by  Dr.  C. 
and  the  abolitionists  had  been  proposed  and  insisted 
on  in  the  convention,  no  constitution  could  have 
been  formed. 

“But  the  constitution  exists,  and  we  are  at  this 
moment  reaping  its  advantages,  and  yet  it  is  seri- 
ously proposed,  as  a matter  of  moral  duty,  so  to  in- 
terfere with  its  establishments,  as  to  deprive  one  of 
the  contracting  parties  of  the  advantages  it  secures 
to  them.  We  eschew  all  such  morality. 

“But  this  interference  is  only  by  ‘moral  suasion.’ 
It  only  goes  to  persuade  the  southerner  to  enfran- 
chise his  slaves.  An  excuse  this,  the  very  quintes- 
sence of  Jesuitism.  We  exhibit  the  slaveholder  to 
the  world  as  a thief,  a robber,  a spoiler  of  other 
men’s  property — grossly  guilty  of  immorality  and 
crime.  We  venture  to  affirm  that  each  one  is  mark- 
ed by  a felon’s ‘brand,’ which  the  fame  and  talents 
of  the  most  exalted  of  their  statesmen  cannot  con- 
ceal; we  send  forth  our  missionaries  upon  their  bor- 


ders to  play  upon  the  passions  of  the  servile  class, 
and  encourage  them  to  ‘seek  through  blood  and 
slaughter  their  long  lost  liberty.’  We  alarm  their 
peaceful  citizens  in  the  same  way  ours  would  be 
alarmed  if  a menagerie  was  to  be  turned  loose  on 
the  population  in  our  streets;  we  compel  them  to 
change  their  course  of  conduct  in  self-defence,  to 
curtail  the  privileges,  to  restrict  the  indulgences  of 
the  slaves,  lest  insurrection  should  follow  causes 
naturally  calculated,  but  not  indeed  intended,  to 
produce  it;  we  destroy,  by  the  natural  action  of  hu- 
man passions,  all  kindness,  sympathy  and  friend- 
ship, between  the  two  great  sections  of  American 
citizens.  We  excite  our  own  people  into  a detes- 
tation of  the  immoral  south,  and  spread  broadcast 
the  seeds  of  strife,  jealousy  and  revenge,  and  all  this 
we  call  a moral  suasion — deep  reverence  for  the 
laws  of  Gud,  commanded  by  pure  morality,  kind- 
ness, good  will  and  brotherly  love— the  obligation 
of  duty  on  our  part,  and  great  tenderness  for  the 
human  soul.  If  it  is  not  calculated  to  bring  religion 
into  scorn,  it  is  only  because  we  take  our  choice 
between  fanaticism  and  hypocrisy. 

“These  considerations  confirm  our  opinion  that 
citizens  of  the  free  states  have  no  right  to  interfere 
with  a southern  domestic  institution.  To  deal  in 
the  products  of  slave  labor  is  to  uphold  and  permit 
it.  We  are  under  no  contract,  and  no  political  ob- 
ligation to  deal  in  these  products.  We  have  in- 
creased to  an  immense  extent  our  demand  for  these 
products  during  our  ignorance  and  delusion  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  New  lands  have  been  planted, 
new  states  have  been  peopled,  and  the  money  we 
have  paid  for  cotton  has  been  expended  in  the  do- 
mestic slave  trade,  in  separating  families,  and  in 
encouraging  the  breeding  of  slaves. 

“By  our  over  demand,  the  value  of  slaves  in  the 
United  States,  which  was  in  IS30  but  five  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  has  now  increased  to  twelve 
hundred  millions.  Our  factories  for  the  employ- 
ment of  this  labor,  are  scattered  all  over  the  coun- 
try. We  boast  of  them.  Our  secretary  of  state  has 
reported  the  investment  of  our  capital  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts  alone  to  be  about  sixteen  millions 
of  dollars,  and  our  annual  dealing  with  one  single 
article,  the  product  of  slave  labor,  to  be  to  the  ex- 
tent of  seventeen  millions  more,  and  to  employ  the 
direct  agency  of  twenty-one  thousand  citizens.  Of 
the  navigating  interest  concerned,  we  have  an  equal 
amount,  and  of  the  indirect  connexion  which  it  has 
in  every  department  of  industry,  we  can  form  no 
estimate.  But  this  great,  amount  is  the  wages  of 
sin  and  iniquity.  All  this  we  offer  to  the  monstrous 
Moloch  of  slavery.  Our  happiness  is  bound  up  in 
it.  It  is  the  prosperity  and  civilization  of  life  as 
we  have  erroneously  believed,  but  now  we  find  it 
is  the  deadly  fruit  in  the  garden  of  our  Eden.  We 
may  partake  of  it  no  more. 

“The  tremendous  sacrifice  thus  demanded  of  us 
is  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  to  that  which  we 
demand  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  south.  But 
we  put  it  io  the  conscience  of  our  own  citizens,  and 
to  the  letter  writer  himself,  whether  we  are  not  as 
much  engaged  in  supporting  slavery  as  they  are; 
whether  if  we  have  discovered  its  sin  and  they  have 
not,  we  can  enjoy  its  profits  and  rail  at  them  for  not 
breaking  it  up?” 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  views  of  the  writer 
whom  1 have  quoted,  and  I am  happy  to  believe 
that  they  are  the  views  of  a large  portion  of  the 
well-thinking  and  well  disposed  citizens  of  the 
north.  The  three  millions  of  slaves  held  in  the 
southern  states  are  the  principal  capital  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  means  upon  which  depend  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  the  south,  whilst  they  furnish  the 
principal  staple  of  the  manufacturing  enterprise 
and  industry  of  the  north.  But  if  the  people  of  the 
north  are  really  in  earnest;  if  they  find  that  by  the 
contract  under  the  constitution  they  are  aiding  and 
abetting  the  south  in  maintaining  the  institution  of 
slavery;  if  they  have  discovered  that  the  institution 
is  a wrong  and  a sin,  and  that  as  a moral  and  reli- 
gious people  they  cannot  any  longer  consent  to  aid 
and  abet  its  continuance;  if  they  are  tired  of  the 
union;  if  their  family  and  ours,  their  servants  and 
ours,  cannot  agree,  let  them  tell  us  so  frankly  and 
in  good  brotherhood,  and  we  will  say,  as  did  one  of 
old,  “You  go  to  the  right  and  we  will  take  the  left. 
You  go  to  the  left  and  we  will  take  the  right.  Our 
blessing  will  be  upon  you,  but  let  us  part  in  peace.” 
Be  honest  and  be  manly.  Tell  us  you  cannot  live 
with  us,  but  do  not  insult  us  with  your  memorials 
and  with  your  speeches.  Yes,  sir,  let  them  peace- 
ably, quietly  and  firmly  exercise  the  powers  which 
belong  to  them.  Let  them  propose  the  means,  and 
prepare  the  way,  for  a dissolution  of  that  political 
government  under  which  they  can  no  longer  con- 
scientiously live.  Let  no  memories  of  the  past  or 
hopes  of  the  future  divert  them  from  their  under- 
taking. Let  them  forget  the  admonitions  of  fill 
past  times — the  histories  of  all  other  governments. 
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Let  them  shut  their  eyes  to  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  before  our  present  constitution  was 
formed.  Let  them  forget  by  whom  and  under  what 
circumstances  it  was  formed.  “That,”  says  the 
eloquent  writer  whom  I have  quoted,  “an  entire 
revolution  in  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments would  be  the  consequence;  that  bank- 
ruptcy, desolation  and  ruin  would  spread  themselves 
over  the  country;  that  free  labor  would  have  little 
employment;  that  out  of  idleness  and  destitution 
would  spring  up  a vast  harvest  of  pauperism  and 
crime;  and  that,  in  fast,  civilization  would  go  back- 
ward, are  to  be  denied  only  by  the  obstinacy  of 
fanaticism.”  But  when  the  union  shall  have  been 
dissolved,  when  the  star-spangled  banner  shall  be 
rent  in  twain,  w hen  the  advocates  of  false  philoso- 
phy and  false  humanity  shall  stand  on  the  ruins  of 
their  manufactories,  in  the  deserted  marts  of  com- 
merce or  neglected  fields  of  agriculture,  what  they 
shall  have  gained  in  their  crusade  of  fanaticism  they 
will  learn  by  bitter  experience. 

To  the  intimations  that  have  been  urged  in  this 
debate,  that  we  cannot  be  zealous  friends  to  civil 
liberty  because  we  are  slaveholders,  I will  not  con- 
sume more  time  by  giving  a reply,  but  will  give 
the  opinion  of  one  disinterested  and  competent  to 
judge. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  a speech  delivered  in  parliament, 
in  March,  1775,  expresses  himself  thus: 

“Where  slavery  is  established  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  those  who  are  free  are  by  far  the  most  proud 
and  jealous  of  their  freedom.  Freedom  is  to  them 
not  only  an  enjoyment,  but  a kind  of  rank  and  pri- 
vilege. Not  seeing  there  that  freedom  (as  it  is  in 
countries  where  freedom  is  a common  blessing)  may 
be  united  with  much  abject  toil,  with  great  misery, 
with  all  the  exterior  ofservitude,  liberty  looks  among 
them  like  something  that  is  more  noble  and  liberal 
Thus  the  people  of  the  southern  colonies  of  America 
are  much  more  strongly,  and  with  a higher  and  more 
stubborn  spirit,  attached  to  liberty  than  those  to  the 
northward.  Such  were  all  the  ancient  common- 
wealths; such  were  our  Gothic  ancestors;  such,  in 
our  days,  are  the  Poles;  and  such  will  be  all  masters 
of  slaves  who  are  not  slaves  themselves.” 

Mr.  Speaker,  I shall  not  discus®,  as  others  have 
done,  whether  slavery  is  or  is  not  a moral,  social  or 
political  evil.  That  question  may  be  discussed  in 
the  states  and  in  the  state  legislatures.  Nor  will  I 
inquire  whether  the  states,  in  which  it  r.ow  exists, 
have  been  benefited  or  injured  by  it;  but,  sir,  I do 
not  hesitate  to  express  the  belief  that  the  African 
race  have  been  benefited  by  the  institution  of  sla- 
very in  this  country.  I will  not  attempt  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  inscrutable  ways  of  Providence; 
but  am  justified  in  the  belief  that  He  often  acts 
upon  human  affairs  by  the  agency  of  human  means. 
Who,  in  this  age,  is  prophet  to  attempt  to  foretell 
the  inscrutable  wavs  of  Providence?  How  long, 
and  for  what  reasons  they  are  held  in  servitude? — 
Who  can  divine  his  vast  plans  of  human  punish- 
ment or  human  amelioration?  or  who  can  fully  anti- 
cipate his  vast  and  endless  systems,  which  seem  to 
puzzle  the  human  judgment,  but  which  move  in 
harmony  and  equipoise  to  the  great  results? 
“Purblind  man  sees  but  part  of  the  chain — 

The  nearest  link — his  eyes  not  reaching 
To  that  equal  beam  which  poises  all  above.” 

When,  sir,  the  philanthropist  tells  us  to  plant  our 
cotonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  that,  as  an  eloquent 
writer  expresses  it,  “the  tide  of  civilization  may 
be  rolled  back  upon  that  benighted  region,”  the 
very  enthusiasm  of  his  language  marks  the  inap- 
preciable improvements  which  slavery  has  wrought 
upon  the  character  and  condition  of  the  negro. — 
The  African,  at  home,  was  but  one  degree  removed 
from  the  animals  of  the  forest — but  little  superior 
to  the  ourangoutang;  without  a sentiment  of  moral 
restraint;  without  a feeling  save  the  instinct  and 
promptings  of  nature.  He  was  transplanted  to  this 
country,  by  force,  it  is  true,  but  in  total  ignorance 
of  moral  law  and  the  benign  influences  of  religion. 
Reared  among  the  whites,  his  intellect  has  been  en- 
larged, his  vicious  propensities  brought  under  the 
subordination  of  reason  and  the  moral  law'.  He  has 
become  civilized,  humanized  and  Christianized. — 
The  philanthropists  have  sent  him  back  a changed 
being,  with  a knowledge  of  law,  and  moral  and  re- 
ligious duties.  Three  hundred  miles  of  the  African 
coast  have  been  peopled  with  such  inhabitants,  who 
may,  in  the  progress  of  time,  change  the  nature  of 
their  own  wild  race  at  home,  and  make  all  Africa  a 
land  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  schoolmas- 
ter, the  statesman  and  the  minister  of  religion  have 
gone  with  them,  and  what  has  been  the  result?  The 
official  reports  of  the  colonization  society  inform 
us  of 

“The  foundation  of  an  empire  in  the  common- 
wealth of  Liberia.  There  it  is — on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, a little  north  of  the  Equator,  in  the  central 
regions  of  African  barbarism  and  of  the  slave  trade. 


There  are  four  colonies  and  twelve  Chiistian  settle- 
ments, dotting  a coast  of  about  300  miles,  extending 
their  domain,  by  fair  negotiation,  back  into  the  in- 
terior and  along  the  Atlantic  shore,  the  whole  in- 
corporated into  a federal  republic,  after  the  model 
of  our  own,  with  like  institutions,  civil,  literary  and 
religious,  and  composed  of  Africans  and  descen- 
dants of  Africans,  most  of  whom  were  emancipated 
from  bondage  in  this  country  for  the  purpose,  some 
of  whom  were  recaptuied  from  slave  ships,  and  a 
small  part  of  whom  are  adopted  natives  that  have 
come  in  to  join  them.  There  is  Christian  civiliza- 
tion and  the  government  of  law;  there  is  civil  juris- 
prudence and  polity;  there  are  courts  and  magistrates, 
judges  and  lawyers;  there  are  numerous  Christian 
churches,  well  supplied  with  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel; there  are  schools,  public  libraries,  and  a respec- 
table system  of  public  education;  there  is  a public 
press  and  two  journals,  one  weekly  and  one  semi- 
monthly; there  are  rising  towns  and  villages;  there 
are  the  useful  trades  and  mechanic  arts,  a produc- 
tive agriculture  and  increasing  commerce;  in  their 
harbors  are  to  be  found  ships  trading  with  Europe 
and  America,  and  the  exports  are  increasing  from 
year  to  year;  and  all  this  the  creation  of  somewhat 
less  than  twenty  years — an  achievement  of  which 
there  is  no  parallel  in  history.  Not  one  of  the  first 
settlements  of  our  own  country,  at  the  north  or 
south, ever  accomplished  so  much  in  so  short  a time; 
not  one  of  them  that  did  not  suffer  more  in  its  early 
history  by  sickness,  aud  famine,  and  war,  and  other 
disasters  incident  to  colonization.  In  a word,  ttiey 
constitute  the  germ  of  a rising  and  prosperous,  and, 
peradventure,  of  a mighty  empire.  And  though 
last,  yet  not  least,  they  have  done  more  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  than  Great  Britain  -with 
her  Spanish  treaty,  and  all  the  world  put  together. 
They  have  done  mveh  in  this  cause;  they  began  the 
right  way;  while  all  else  that  has  been  done,  by  all 
the  world,  is  literally  worse  than  nothing.  And 
these  deeds  are  the  product — the  work  of  the  Ame- 
rican colonization  society. 

“But  what  has  abolition  done?  It  has  agitated 
the  country — that  is  beyond  a question.  But  has  it 
redeemed  one  slave?  We  have  never  heard  of  one. 
It  may  have  enticed  some  away,  and  concealed  fu- 
gitives in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  We 
know  that  it  has  done  this;  and  that  this  is  one  of 
the  modes  of  its  operation. 

“But  what  has  abolition  done?  It  has  uttered  many 
hard  words,  called  hard  names  and  excited  much  bad 
feeling.  Has  it  made  any'  advances  towards  per- 
suading the  slave  states  to  abandon  slavery?  Let 
judge  Lynch  answer  the  question.  Has  it  united 
the  north  to  join  in  the  movement?  Three-fourths, 
we  imagine,  perhaps  more,  have  been  forced  by  this 
agitation  into  a dead  set  against  it.  Has  it  inclined 
the  ear  of  the  public  authorities  of  the  nation  to  lis- 
ten to  its  demands?  Look  at  the  doings  of  congress 
in  answer  to  abolition  petitions. 

“But  what  has  it  done?  It  has  produced  no  small 
excitation  in  the  religious  world,  and  then  jumped 
over  the  pale  that  divides  the  two,  to  stir  up  the  po- 
litical; it  has  made  schism  in  the  church  and  schism 
in  the  state;  it  has  sent  adrift  Christian  pastors  who 
refused  their  creed,  and  gone  earnestly  to  work 
to  dislodge  the  legislators  and  magistrates  of  the 
land  that  stand  in  their  way;  it  has  cast  a fire  brand 
on  the  floor  of  congress,  and  reviled  the  senators  of 
the  nation;  it  has  done  much  to  array  the  north 
against  the  south,  and  the  south  against  the  north;  il 
has  divided  the  nation,  divided  states,  divided  coun- 
ties and  election  districts;  divided  tow  ns,  cities,  vil 
lages,  neighborhoods  and  families;  separated  friends 
and  made  them  enemies. 

“But  what  has  abolition  done?  Has  it  ameliorat- 
ed the  condition  of  the  slave?  On  the  contrary,  it 
has  made  fast  his  fetters,  increased  the  vigilance 
and  rigor  of  his  discipline,  abridged  the  means  of 
his  intellectual  and  moral  improvement,  and  ag- 
gravated the  severity  of  his  bondage.  Has  it  soften- 
ed the  temper  of  the  slaveholder?  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  hardened  his  heart,  and  barred  the  avenues  to 
his  conscience.  Has  it  inclined  him  to  listen  to 
reason,  and  regard  the  voice  of  persuasion?  He 
points  to  the  bulwark  of  the  national  constitution, 
and  says,  ‘We  know  our  lights;’  and  that  is  the  end 
of  argument. 

“Ha3  abolition  relieved  the  condition  of  our  free 
colored  people,  secured  them  more  advantages,  or 
made  them  more  happy?  Those  states  which  were 
before  inclined  to  extend  the  franchise  in  favor  of 
this  race,  are  now  inclined  to  abridge  it,  and  Penn- 
sylvania has  actually  done  so.  They  had  a sympa- 
thy before  which  they  have  not  now;  (hey  are  dis- 
contented and  unhappy;  they  are  made  jealous  of 
the  whites,  and  the  w hites  of  them;  they  are  not  so 
good  servants  or  citizens;  the  line  of  caste  is  more 
deeply  drawn,  and  the  barrier  that  separates  the  two 
races  made  higher  and  stronger;  they  are  excluded 
from  our  schools  aud  seminaries;  and,  but  for  abo- 


lition, we  have  good  reason  to  say  and  believe,  that 
all  their  privileges,  social,  civil  and  political,  would 
have  been  gradually  extended,  as  their  character 
should  improve. 

“And  where  is  the  spirit  of  abolition,  in  the  old 
and  pure  sense  of  the  term,  which,  a little  while 
since,  was  fast  reviving  in  the  more  northern  of  the 
slave  states,  and  spreading  over  the  south,  growing 
upon  the  soil  of  slavery,  and  advocated  wilh  eloquent 
tongue  by  the  slaveholder  himself  ? Where  are  the 
abolition  strains  oi  the  Old  Dominion,  and  of  her 
foster  child  in  the  west,  that  began  to  be  heard  in 
their  legislative  halls?  Silenced — all  silenced,  since 
(he  abolition  movement  of  the  north  began  to  inter- 
fere with  their  concerns,  and  to  demand  what  they 
were  disposed  to  grant  while  left  to  their  own  dis- 
cretion and  constitutional  rights.  They  saw  a storm 
of  violence  coming  from  the  north,  and  a flood  of 
revolution  lifting  up  its  waves  to  overwhelm  them, 
and  they  turned  and  said,  ‘we  must  take  care  of 
ourselves.’  Such  are  some  of  the  Iruits  of  modern 
abolition.” 

I would  here,  said  Mr.  Johnson , most  gladly  con- 
clude my  remarks,  which  have  been  protracted  to 
a length  far  beyond  what  I intended  when  I first 
gained  the  floor,  by  the  growing  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  question,  and  the  consideration  and 
attention  of  this  house,  for  which  I fear  I have 
poorly  requited;  but  gentlemen  have  brought  the 
names  of  the  two  candidates  for  the  next  presidency 
into  this  debate,  and  their  opinions  on  the  question 
of  slavery  and  abolition.  The  political  questions  of 
i he  day  should  never  be  connected  with  this  delicate 
and  exciting  subject;  but  if  gentlemen  w ill  force 
such  a discussion  on  the  house,  they  must  expect 
their  positions  to  be  examined  and  answered. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  spent  some  time  in  discussing 
the  irrelevant  questions  which  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  debate,  after  which,  the  house 
proceeded  to  a vote  on  his  resolution,  which  he  had 
moved  as  a substitute  for  Mr.  Adams’ substitute  for 
Mr.  Thompson’s  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  “resolved;”  and  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeas  116,  nays  104. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeas  114,  nays  108,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Botts,  Boyd,  A. 

V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  VV.  O.  Butler,  S. 
H.  Butler,  Bynum,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Chapman,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Connor,  M.  A. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cross.  J.  Davis,  J. 

W.  Davis,  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dellet,  Dromgoole,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Fisher, 
Fornance,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gerry,  Goggin, 
Graham,  Graves,  Green,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Haw- 
kins, Hill,  ol  Va.  Hill,  of  N.  C.  Holleman,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan, 
McCulloch,  McKay,  Mrdill,  Miller,  Montanya, 
Montgomery,  Nisbet,  Parish,  Parris,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Proflit,  Ramsey,  Ray- 
ner,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rives,  J.  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  A.  Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumter, 
Sweeny,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  P.  F. 
Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  J.  Thompson,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  J.  White,  L. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  S.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Worthington — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  J.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
H.  J.  Anderson,  S.  H.  Anderson,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Beatty,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  A.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Clifford,  J.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crary, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Dana,  Davee,  E.  Davies,  Doan, 
Doig,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Fletcher,  Floyd,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Goode,  Granger,  Gunnell,  Hall,  Hand,  W.  S.  Hast- 
ings, J.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hook,  Howard, 
Hunt,  Jackson,  James,  C.  Johnston,  Keim,  Kemp- 
shall,  Law  rence,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
Mallory,  Marc  hand,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Mon- 
roe, Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Newhard,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Pay  ti- 
ter, Peck,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridg- 
way,  E.  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  J.  Smith,  T.  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Stoors,  Stuart,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel,  D.  D.  Wagener,  P.  J.  Wag- 
ner, Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  T.  W.  Williams,  H. 
Williams — 108. 

So  the  house  determined  to  amend  their  rules  by 
resolving: 

That  no  petition,  memorial,  resolution  or  other 
paper,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the  slave 
trade  between  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United 
States  in  which  it  now'  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
this  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever. 
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The  abolition  electoral  ticket.  It  is  a 
singular  coincidence,  that  the  number  of  votes  given 
for  the  electoral  ticket  in  Pennsylvania  was  exact- 
ly the  same  as  the  majority  which  the  Harrison 
ticket  obtained  over  the  Van  Buren  ticket  in  that 
state — that  is,  three  hundred  and  forty-three. 

Appalachicola,  Florida,  according  to  the  re- 
cent census,  has  1,022  inhabitants. 

Bank  arrangement  for  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments.  It  appears  to  be  understood  on 
all  hands  that  the  banks  that  have  suspended,  will 
generally  resume  specie  payments  on  or  about  the 
1st  of  January. 

The  New  Fork  Express  of  Saturday,  the  14th, 
says: — “The  Boston  capitalists  and  banks  have 
been  called  on  by  the  local  banks  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  a loan  of  two  and  a half  millions  of 
dollars,  in  post  notes,  having  twelve  and  eighteen 
months  to  run,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  6 per  cent. 
This  loan  they  have  accepted,  and  have  invited  the 
New  York  banks  to  participate  in  the  loan,  to  the 
extent  of  a million  of  doilars.  The  loan  is  to  be 
made  in  Philadelphia  funds,  and  the  post  notes  to 
be  made  payable  in  New  York.  The  banks  here 
have  readily  agreed  to  take  their  part.  The  Bank 
of  Commerce  has  taken  more,  viz:  #250,000 — the 
Merchants’  and  Mechanics’  #100,000  each — the 
Phoenix,  State  and  City  all  unite,  so  that  the  sum 
will  be  made  up  without  the  slightest  difficulty,  and 
the  amount  will  not  give  any  inconvenience,  as  the 
New  York  banks  have  full  a million  of  dollars  in 
balances  lying  dead  in  Philadelphia,  on  which  they 
have  not  for  a long  time  received  any  interest;  and  the 
Boston  banks  have,  no  doubt,  quite  as  large  a sum 
lying  dead.  The  arrangement  is  most  desirable  for 
all  parties.” 

The  Baltimore  banks  we  are  told  are  in  a condi- 
tion to  resume.  The  Louisville  Advertiser  states 
that  the  banks  of  Kentucky  have  been  ready  for 
some  time  to  resume.  The  Little  Rock  Gazette 
states  that  the  banks  of  Arkansas  will  resume  on 
the  1st  of  January. 

Beans.  Among  the  standing  products  of  New 
England,  next  to  ice  and  pumpkins,  beans  take  the 
lead.  Vessels  fitted  out  in  that  part  of  the  country 
carry  a barrel  of  beans  to  every  half  barrel  of  bread, 
and  a quintal  of  codfish  to  every  ten  pounds  of  beef. 
A Beverly  captain  once  hoisted  his  colors  at  half 
mast  on  the  wide  ocean,  and  thus  operated  on  the 
humanity  of  another  captain,  who  came  down  and 
boarded  him.  There  was  found  bread  enough,  wa- 
ter enough,  fish  enough,  beef  and  pork  enough — 
but  only  three  barrels  of  beans  for  ten  men,  who  had 
yet  a month’s  passage  before  them.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  au- 
thorised the  signal  of  distress. 

Camden,  N.  J.  has  a population  of  3 360. 

Cattle.  The  supply  in  the  Baltimore  market 
is  large.  Ot  1,300  head  offered,  800  sold  at  from 
#4  25  to  #6  per  100  lb. 

The  cotton  manufactures  of  Belgium,  em- 
ploys a capital  of  #11,250,000.  The  produce  of 
the  looms  two  years  since  amounted  to  a million  and 
a half  pieces  of  ginghams  or  calicoes,  and  400,000 
pieces  of  printed  cottons.  There  has  been  an  in- 
crease of  20  per  cent,  since.  The  number  of  spindles 
is  400,000.  In  8 factories  in  Switzerland  there  were 
in  1836,  603,682  spindles.  Since  that  time  30  or 

40.000  spindles  have  been  added,  and  two  new  fac- 
tories recently  completed,  one  of  which  contains  100 
to  150,000,  and  the  other  24,480  spindles.  Some  of 
these  spindles  are  worked  by  mules,  and  others  by 
water  power,  which  the  mountain  torrents  afford  to 
any  extent.  The  factories  in  the  single  canton  of 
Zurich,  consume  40,000  cwt.  of  raw  cotton  annu- 
ally, and  employ  20,000  workmen. 

Cotton  spinning  is  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
Austrian  government.  There  are  now  upwards  of 

600.000  spindles  and  new  mills  in  the  course  of 
erection.  The  raw  cotton  is  brought  all  the  way 
from  Trieste  on  wheels. 

[Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 

Counterfeits.  One  hundred  dollar  bills  have 
been  circulated  on  the  Commercial  bank  of  Lake 
Erie.  Letter  A No.  433,  January  10,  1339.  The 
signature  of  T.  P.  Handy,  cashier,  badly  executed 
and  mis-spelled. 

Notes  of  the  Consolidated  bank  of  New  Orleans 
of  #50,  have  been  altered  to  #100,  and  are  circulat- 
ing in  that  city'. 

Dr.  Eldridge,  who  was  acused  of  a number  of 
forgeries,  has  been  tried  at  Philadelphia,  and  ob- 
tained a verdict  of  not  guilty. 

Emigrants.  The  number  of  passengers  which 
arrived  at  New  York  from  the  1st  of  January  to 
tiie  1st  November,  is  57,996.  In  one  instance  an 


entire  community,  having  persons  of  all  trades  ar- 
rived, and  are  now  settled  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio. 

Exchange,  New  York  on  Philadelphia  2^;  on 
Baltimore  1-Ja2;  Richmond  3;  Augusta  5a6;  New 
Orleans  l|a2;  Cincinnati  5£. 

Flour.  There  has  beer,  no  material  variation  in 
prices  since  our  last  quotations. 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  delivered  from 
the  Erie  canal,  during  the  first  week  in  November, 
the  places  named  below,  is  as  follows: 


Brls.  flour.  Bush,  wheat. 
Schenectady,  1,791  1,803 

West  Troy,  23,244  37,038 

Albany,  63,883  29,497 

Total,  88,718  68,338 


At  Baltimore  prices  remain  at  #4  87^,  from  the 
wagons  and  #4  94  from  the  stores,  for  good  brands. 
The  stock  is  light.  Inspection^!'  the  week  9,00S 
Howard  street,  8.855  city  mills,  and  369  Susque- 
hanna— total  18,226  bis.  and  834  half  bis. 

At  Richmond  price  #5. 

At  Cincinnati  #3  62a3  75. 

Hamilton,  county,  Ohio,  has  a population,  in- 
cluding Cincinnati,  of  80,150. 

Hatching  eggs  by  art.  Above  30,000  birds, 
chiefly  the  common  fowl,  have  been  hatched  by  the 
eccaleobion,  in  Pall  Mall,  during  the  two  years  it 
has  been  before  the  public.  The  eggs  used  have 
exceeded  40,000,  being  a failure  of  about  one-forth. 
Most  of  the  birds  are  reared  and  fatten  well,  the 
average  loss  being  less  than  in  the  farm  yard. 

Land  sales.  The  amount  of  money  received 
for  public  lands  in  ten  day’s  sale,  in  Burlington, 
Iowa  territory,  is  said  to  be  #82,397  38. 

Money  market.  There  is  more  demand  for 
money  at  N.  York,  though  the  banks  complain  of 
the  want  of  good  paper. — At  Richmond,  they  say 
they  are  easy,  and  quote  Farmers  bank  stock  at 
99f. 

Mormon  conference.  The  rapid  increase  of 
this  society  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  day.  It  is 
said  that  they  now  have  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
members.  The  Quincy  111.  Whig  says:  This  people 
held  a conference  at  Nauvoo,  on  Saturday  last, 
which  continued  three  days.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  was  not  far  from  three  thousand  in  attendance. 
A gentleman  who  was  present,  speaks  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  the  appearance  of  the  immense  assem- 
blage, and  the  good  order  which  prevailed.  The 
mild  and  humane  principles  which  abound  among 
this  people  are  having  their  just  and  proper  effect 
upon  the  people.  Their  society  is  not  only  in- 
creasing its  numbers,  but  individually  their  condi- 
tion is  greatly  improved,  surrounded  as  they  are  by 
the  gift  of  an  overruling  power.  We  learn  that  they 
are  expecting  a large  accession  to  their  numbers  in 
a short  time  from  England — one  of  their  preachers, 
a Mr.  Turley,  having  met  with  distinguished  suc- 
cess in  that  country. 

John  C.  Kennett,  quartermaster  general  of  Illi- 
nois, was  baptised  at  Nauvoo,  in  the  belief  of  the 
Latter  Day  Saints,  (Mormon  faith)  one  day  last 
week. 

The  Ohio  river  having  swollen  some  eight 
or  ten  feet,  was  in  good  navigable  order  at  Mays- 
vi lie  on  the  7th  instant. 

Oil  trade.  Within  the  last  three  months 
#240,000  worth  of  oil  has  been  exported  from  New 
Bedford,  at  a good  profit,  to  the  north  of  Europe, 
and  $60,000  worth  of  sperm  oil  to  Great  Britain. 

Orange  crop.  The  Apalachicola,  Florida  Ad- 
vertiser of  the  31st  October  says: — The  Orange  crop 
of  this  year,  raised  in  this  territory,  will  be  worth 
$200,000.  Hitherto  that  amount,  and  a much 
greater  has  been  paid  to  Havana  for  that  one  article 
of  consumption. 

Pittsburg.  The  late  census  exhibits  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  of  Pittsburg  to  be  21,296;  in  1830 
it  was  14,687,  showing  an  increase  of  6,909.  Al- 
legheny city  contains  a population  of  10,091,  being 
an  increase  of  7,200  since  1839,  when  it  was  only 
2,801. 

Rain.  The  rain  which  was  pouring  upon  us  du- 
ring the  whole  of  election  day  was  one  of  the  most 
copious  which  has  happened  for  some  lime.  In  the 
space  of  thirty-two  hours,  it  fell  to  the  depth  of  5.43 
inches,  which  is  the  greatest  quantity  which  has 
fallen  within  the  same  space  of  time  for  several 
years  past.  [Boston  Daily  Adv. 

Remains  of  general  Mercer.  The  remains  of 
this  hero  ot  the  revolution  which  were  entombed  in 
the  burial  ground  of  Christ  church  in  this  city,  are 
to  be  removed  to  Laurel  Hill  cemetery  on  Thursday 
the  26th  inst.  and  a monument  erected  there  to  his 
memory.  On  the  occasion  theie  will  be  a civic  and 


military  procession.  We  have  not  been  advised  of 
the  details  of  the  arrangement,  but  learn  that  the 
St.  Andrew’s  society  will  participate  in  the  cere- 
monies. [Phila.  Gazette. 

Steamers.  The  steamer  President  having  refit- 
ted and  replenished  her  stock  of  fuel,  left  N.  York 
on  the  11th  for  Liverpool.  A few  of  the  passengers 
that  had  embarked  on  the  1st  left  her,  but  a greater 
number  of  new  ones  joined  her.  Mr.  Jaudon  is  on 
board. 

The  steamship  Columbia  is  about  to  run  regularly 
between  Havana,  Charleston  and  New  Orleans. 

The  Acadia  reached  Halifax  on  the  3d  inst.  in  42 
hours  from  Boston,  and  sailed  the  same  day  for  Li- 
verpool, with  15  additional  passengers. 

A gentleman  from  London  is  said  to  have  made  a 
contract  for  the  exclusive  navigation  of  steamers  up 
the  Amazon  for  45  years,  and  is  negociating  for  a 
communication,  by  steam,  between  England  and 
Brazil. 

The  steamboat  cases.  The  New  York  Even- 
ing Post  says: — The  jury  have  rendered  a verdict  of 
not  guilty  in  the  case  of  captains  Roe  and  Hancox, 
of  the  steamboats  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Napoleon, 
indicted  for  having  wantonly  brought  their  boats 
into  collision  on  the  13th  of  June  last. 

Sportsmen.  A company  of  Englishmen,  who, 
some  months  ago  passed  through  St.  Louis  on  a 
hunting  excursion  to  the  far  west,  returned  on  the 
9th  inst.  in  fine  spirits  and  improved  health. 

Stocks.  United  States  bank  shares,  in  N.  York 
67£;  in  Philadephia  68. 

Specie.  The  last  Havre  packet  from  N.  York, 
took  out  $300,000.  The  Sampson  which  sailed  on 
the  12th  for  London,  took  out  $29,000. 

Southwark,  Pennsylvania,  contains  a popu- 
lation of  27,502,  being  an  increace  of  6,703  since 
1830. 

The  Texiannavy.  The  annual  cost  for  sup- 
porting the  Texian  navy,  with  its  present  number 
of  vessels,  is  estimated  at  $671,879  50. 

Temperance.  The  Innis  settlement  tempe- 
rance society,  near  Galena.  111.  was  organized  a 
year  since,  by  one  individual  who  had  been  for  se- 
veral years  a confirmed  sot.  It  now  numbers  about 
100  members. 

Tobacco.  Shippers  having  generally  supplied 
their  orders  for  the  season,  the  demand  has  declined, 
without  however  as  yet  materially  affecting  prices; 
quotations  remain  unchanged. 

Tide.  An  extraordinary  high  tide  occurred  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  last  week.  On  Tuesday  the  10th 
instant,  it  visited  the  eastern  coast  and  reached  the 
Chesapeake  on  the  11th  and  12th.  The  Barnstable 
Patriot  of  the  10th  says:  The  tide  in  this  harbor 

is  now  at  its  full  height,  with  a severe  gale  blowing 
from  the  northeast.  The  tide  is  said  to  be  a foot 
higher  now  than  ever  before  known  here.  Our 
wharves  are  all  swept,  and  w'e  fear  a considerable 
damage  along  the  shores  of  the  cape,  though  we 
have  heard  of  none  yet. 

In  Portland,  the  tide  rose  three  feet  above  the 
ordinary  high  water  mark.  It  was,  as  much  above 
the  height  of  ordinary  mean  tides  in  Boston,  and 
done  considrable  damage  on  the  wharves  both  there 
and  at  New  York.  The  Newburyport  Herald  says: 
“Mr.  George,  the  keeper  of  the  lights  on  Plum  Is- 
land, writes  us  that  one  hundred  feet  of  the  Island, 
upon  an  average,  has  washed  away  since  the  late 
storm  commenced.” 

Washington,  D.  C.  The  value  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  within  the  limits  of  Washington,  is 
estimated  at  $10,447,000. 

Weather.  Snow  fell  at  Baltimore  on  the  18th 
instant,  during  the  whole  day. 

Wesleyan  centenary  fund.  It  is  stated  that 
the  amount  collected  on  the  first  and  second  instal- 
ments of  the  Wesleyan  centenary  fund,  up  to  the 
19th  of  October,  was  £157,458  2s.  6d.  or  about 
$762,096  72. 

Wheat.  At  Rochester  77  cents.  It  remains  at 
from  90  to  100  cents  in  the  Baltimore  market,  and 
nearly  40,000  bushels  of  Pennsylvania  were  sold  on 
the  16th  and  17th  instant,  at  from  98  to  102.  At 
Richmond  it  is  quoted  at  $1  00a$l  15. 

Wheeling.  The  census  complete  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Wheeling  and  suburbs,  exhibits  a total 
of  S,793.  Of  this  number  373  are  negroes,  107  of 
whom  are  slaves. 

Wool.  The  stock  of  fine  qualities  in  the  Balti- 
more market  is  small — but  there  is  a good  supply  of 
native  and  tub-washed  at  32a34  cents. 

Worcester,  Mass,  contains  a population  of 
7,346. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  British  Queen  left  Portsmouth  on 
the  2d,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  21st  inst. 

The  steamer  Caledonia  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th 
and  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  19th  via  Halifax,  ac- 
complishing the  voyage  in  two  hours  less  than  four- 
teen days. 

The  aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe  is  rather  more 
pacific  than  by  our  previous  accounts.  M.  Thiers 
had  been  superseded  33  prime  minister  of  Fiance 
by  marshal  Soult  in  consequence  of  his  persisting 
in  the  dispositions  for  war,  in  which  Louis  Phillippe 
would  not  agree  with  him.  Whether  the  new  mi- 
nistry will  he  able  to  command  a majority  in  the 
chambers  remains  uncertain.  The  London  corres- 
pondent of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer 
writes  on  the  3d  November: 

Within  the  last  three  days,  there  have  been  ap- 
pearances less  favorable  to  the  stability  of  the  new 
administration.  The  journals  in  the  interest  of 
Monsieur  Ttiiers,  and  of  the  extreme  left  or  the 

Kof  Odillon  Barrot,  having  commenced  a regu- 
ystem  of  attack  upon  the  new  cabinet;  and  as 
it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  ministry  recently 
ejected  from  office  possessed  a majority  of  22  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies — it  is  not  known  to  be  certain 
that  this  number  of  deputies  can  be  gained  over  to 
the  court,  when  the  grand  question  is  that  of  the 
“insulted  honor  of  France,”  in  which  great  num- 
bers of  (he  uneducated  French  deputies  must  be 
supposed  to  participate  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
mass  of  the  people.  In  this  event  the  majority  may- 
even  he  increased  in  favor  of  Mons.  Thiers,  and 
against  the  court — should  this  prove  to  be  the  state 
of  the  parties  ill  the  chambers,  it  is  understood  that 
a dissolution  will  immediately  take  place — the 
court  and  peace  party  having  then  the  interval  of 
two  months,  in  which  to  distract  the  minds  of  the 
people  with  the  elections.  The  arrival  ofthe  bones 
of  Bonaparte,  and  otherFrencli  amusements,  in  the 
midst  of  which,  the  warlike  feelings  may  have  be- 
come exhausted  and  all  forgotten  about  “the  in- 
sulted honor  of  Fi  ance.” 

In  the  interim,  intelligence  has  arrived  of  the  full 
success  of  the  allied  powers  in  Syria,  where  the 
population  have  themselves  finished  the  power  of 
Meheinet  Ali,  by  insurrectionary  movements,  which 
prove  that  this  tyrant  was  unworthy  of  the  protec- 
tion of  France. 

The  state  of  monetary  and  mercantile  business 
continues  in  the  same  stagnation  and  uncertainty 
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which  prevailed  at  the  time  of  your  last  accounts. 
The  pressure  for  money  is  reported  to  be  very  se- 
vere in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  ami  in  London. 
The  bankers  and  bill  brokers  are  generally  very  un- 
willing to  part  with  capital,  until  there  are  better 
views  of  the  progress  of  political  affairs.  All  (he 
foreign  funds  are  lower,  but  the  business  is  ex- 
tremely small  and  almost  nominal  from  day  to 
day. 

In  American  securities  the  only  change  is  a fur- 
ther decline  of  10  shillings  in  the  shares  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  sold  at 
£13  10s.  during  yesterday  and  the  present  day,  and 
New  York  5 per  cents  in  which  some,  but  not  im- 
portant, investments  have  to-day  been  made  at  86. 

Although  the  value  of  manufactured  goods  lias 
declined,  a rather  firmer  market  is  reported  for  cot- 
ton in  London  at  least.  The  sales  of  East  India 
cotton  having  been  well  attended  yesterday,  and 
600  bales  of  ordinary  to  good  Surat  were  sold  at  4d. 
2 § per  lb.  whilst  600  bales  of  Peruvian  fair  to  good 
fair  were  bought  in  at  7j}d.a8d.  At  the  same  time 
60  bales  of  bowed  were  bought  in  at  5|d.  per  lb. 

The  corn  markets  remain  unaltered  and  the  duly 
is  still  23s.8d.  per  quarter  of  foreign  wheat  and 
14s. 3d.  per  barrel  of  foreign  flour  of  196  lbs. 

Nothing  of  importance  in  home  affairs  has  oc- 
curred during  the  last  three  days.  The  weather  is 
mild  and  fair. 

The  over  land  mail  from  India  is  expected  in  the 
course  of  to-morrow,  when  important  intelligence 
is  expected  from  Canton.  The  Great  Western  fol- 
lowing rapidly  after  the  Caledonia,  may  probably 
be  the  bearer  of  remarkable  intelligence  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  world. 

New  French  ministry.  The  Moniteur  contains 
nine  royal  oidinanees,  appointing  the  following  mi- 
nisters in  the  room  of  M.  Thiers,  general  Cubieres, 
M.  Vivien,  admiral  Roussin,  count  Remusat,  M. 
Gouin,  M.  Jaubert,  M.  Cousin  and  M.  Pelet  (de  la 
Lozere),  whose  resignations  were  accepted: — 

Marshal  Soult,  president  of  the  council  and  mi- 
nister of  war. 

M Guizot,  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

M.  Martin,  (du  Not'd),  minister  of  justice  and  of 
public  worship. 

Admiral  Dupere,  minister  of  marine  and  of  the 
colonies. 

M.  Duchatel,  minister  of  the  interior. 

M.  Cunin  Gridaine,  minister  of  commerce  and 
agriculture. 

M.  Villemain,  (peer  of  France),  minister  of  pub- 
lic instruction. 

M.  Hutnann,  (peerofFrance),  minist’rof  finance. 

Our  private  letters  state,  that  it  was  not  before 
six  o’clock  on  Thursday  evening  that  M.  Teste  was 
prevailed  on  to  take  office.  The  royal  ordinances 
were  immediately  signed  and  issued. 

According  to  our  private  letters  this  cabinet  gives 
great  satisfaction  at  Pat  is  to  all  persons  of  property, 
and  to  those  who  was  truly  desirous  of  seeing  the 
peace  of  Europe  maintained;  but  it  is  received  with 
a spirit  of  deep  hostility  by  the  liberal  press,  and  by 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  who  are  mad  enough 
to  think  of  another  revolution.  Moderate  and  rea- 
sonable men  believe  that  the  cabinet  will  have  a 
majority  in  the  chambers  while  those  who  are  much 
excited  on  the  occasion  anticipate  a failure  even  on 
the  address.  Our  correspondent  is  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  form  an  administration 
better  calculated  to  meet  existing  difficulties.  Mar- 
shal Soult  has  great  influence  on  the  army;  and  that 
is  a most  important  consideration  at  a moment  when 
we  know  not  whether  the  troops  of  the  line  may 
not  be  called  onto  repress  an emeute.  M.  Humann 
is  a man  of  great  financial  talent,  and  that  is  a ma- 
terial point  when  the  treasury  is  nearly  exhausted 
by  the  enormous  expenditure  of  the  last  three 
months.  M.  Guizot  is  an  honorable  and  an  honest 
man,  of  a firm  and  decided  character,  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  foreign  courts,  and  enjoying  all  the 
confidence  of  his  own.  The  other  persons  of  the 
ministry  are  respectable,  well  accustomed  to  busi- 
ness, and  enjoying  a certain  share  of  public  confi- 
dence. 

“ Ministry  of  war — to  the  army. 

“Soldiers! —The  confidence  of  the  king  has  just 
replaced  me  at  your  tread.  I have  accepted  het 
honor  to  command  you,  certain  to  find  you  still  de- 
voted to  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  on 


you  by  the  laws,  the  regulations  of  the  service,  and 
the  glory  of  the  French  arms!.  Obedience  to  your 
chiefs,  the  rigorous  observance  of  discipline,  punc- 
tuality in  the  service,  and  the  maintenance  of  that 
military  fraternity  which  constitutes  the  union  and 
strength  of  armies,  are  what  the  king  and  the  coun- 
try expect  of  you,  and  what  they  will  find  always 
amongst  you,  as  in  the  finest  period  of  our  annals. 
You  understand  me.  You  know  that  I exact  much, 
that  I never  tolerate  either  neglect  of  service  or 
forgetfulness  of  duty;  but  you  know,  also,  that  my 
solicitude  for  you,  for  the  preservation  of  your 
rights,  for  the  amelioration  of  your  condition,  never 
slumbers,  and  that  I am  always  happy  when  I 
can  obtain  royal  rewards  for  my  companions  [in 
arms. 

I rely  upon  you  as  you  ought  to  rely  upon  me, 
whether  when,  in  concert  with  our  brave  national 
guards,  we  must  unite  for  the  preservation  of  order 
and  to  ensure  respect  for  the  laws,  or  wiien  the  king 
calls  upon  ns  lor  the  defence  of  the  territory,  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  France. 

“The  president  ofthe  council  and  minister  of  war, 
“Marshal  duke  of  DALMATIA. 

“Paris,  Oct.  30,  1S40.” 

Paris,  Nov.  1.  In  the  commencement  of  the 
present  difference  between  France  and  England, 
the  Parisians  were  the  most  warm  and  excited,  and 
the  people  of  the  provinces  comparatively  calm.  A 
few  weeks’  agitation  carried  on  by  the  press  has  al- 
tered this  state  of  tilings:  the  public  of  Paris  remains, 
indeed,  excited,  but  the  provincial  French  have  by 
degress  been  worked  up  to  a state  of  exasperation 
and  fury.  Some  few  of  the  departments  may  form 
exceptions,  but  three-fourths  of  them  have  been 
made  to  believe  that  a new  league,  like  that  of 
Pilnitz,  has  been  formed  against  France,  and  that 
every  true  Frenchman  is  called  upon  to  take  arms, 
as  he  was  in  1793.  Substantial  causes  have  come 
to  aid  the  impute  and  tendency  of  these  ideal  and 
false  ones.  The  alarming  and  uncertain  aspect  of 
politics  in  general  has  interrupted  every  species  of 
industry,  paralyzed  credit  altogether.  The  num- 
bers of  the  idle  and  ruined  have  greatly  increased, 
and  all  see  in  war,  a game  of  chance,  where  more 
brilliant  prizes  turn  up  than  in  a peaceful  course  of 
life. 

The  deputies  who  have  now  returned  to  the  capi- 
tal, breathes  all  the  extra  excitement  of  the  provin- 
ces; and  instead  of  having  their  heads  and  mouths 
full  of  local  interests,  vicinal  roads,  beetroot,  rail- 
ways or  coal  mines,  they  echo  the  nonsense  of  the 
press  about  the  national  flag  being  insulted,  the  re- 
volution and  its  interests  in  danger,  and  a host  of 
such  stock  phrases,  which  evince  that  however 
irrational  it  rnav  be,  the  French  are  still  highly  ex- 
asperated and  indignant.  There  is  still,  however, 
in  these  a great  hesitation  as  to  going  to  war,  they 
being  perfectly  aware  that  none  but  a revolutionary 
war  is  possible,  and  that  the  first  cannon  shot  im- 
plies a change  of  dynasty,  as  well  as  a change  of 
political  influence  and  form  of  government.  And 
many  a French  public  man,  however  sober  and  pru- 
dent at  other  times,  is  at  this  moment  mooting 
which  alternative  he  should  prefer — France  humi- 
liating herself  before  Europe,  by  peaceably  allow- 
ing the  full  execution  of  the  London  treaty,  or 
France  risking  every  thing — throne,  freedom  and 
influence  of  the  middle  classes — in  another  thirty 
years’  war. 

A great  man  has  said,  that  a great  country  can- 
not make  a little  war.  Perhaps  this  may  be  con- 
tradicted. Perhaps  it  is  one  of  the  great  advanta- 
ges of  Great  Britain  that  itcan  make  a little  war,  and 
can  employ  force  in  small  and  sparing  proportions 
to  attain  ends  not  worth  an  expensive  war.  Whe- 
ther this  be  true  or  not  with  regard  to  England,  it 
is  certainly  not  the  case  with  France.  She  cannot 
make  a little  war.  She  cannot  break  over  one  inch 
of  her  frontier  without  putting  the  whole  of  her 
neighbors  in  arms.  She  dare  not  menace  the  king 
of  Piedmont  without  having  a million  of  soldiers 
ready  to  resist  the  armed  retaliation  of  Europe. 
For  this  reason,  France  cannot  make  other  than  a 
revolutionary  war. 

M.  Thiers  can  have  no  wish  to  overthrow  the 
dynasty — no  wish  to  transfer  the  seat  of  power  and 
influence  from  the  hall  of  deputies  to  the  camp — 
no  wish  to  see  French  civilians  and  their  influence 
turned  out  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  in  another 
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18th  Brumaire;  and  yet  the  proposals  which  M. 
Thiers  made  to  the  king  the  other  day,  the  rejec- 
tion of  which  by  the  king  led  to  his  resignation, 
went  to  nothing  less  than  such  a fearful  consumma- 
tion. Thiers  was  determined  to  be  fully  ready  for 
war  in  spring,  if  France  were  still  discontented  at 
that  time;  but  France,  with  a million  of  men  un- 
der arms,  and  the  thoughts  and  interests  of  her 
whole  population  turned  to  war,  must  have  been 
discontented  with  any  settlement,  and  war  was 
inevitable. 

M.  Thiers  asked  to  levy  all  the  French  youths  of 
twenty  years  of  age  in  1S41,  calculated  at  170,000 
men.  Simultaneously  with  this  levy  en  masse  was 
to  be  promulgated  a law  indefinitely  prolonging  the 
period  of  military  service.  French  soldiers,  at 
present,  may  be  kept  seven  years  in  the  army, 
though  they  never  are  so  more  than  five  years;  but 
the  class  of  1834  has  just  been  called  out  and  march- 
ed in  all  directions  to  join  their  columns  in  October, 
when  they  have  a legal  right  to  quit  them  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1841.  It  was  useless  to  call 
them  out  unless  the  term  of  service  was  prolonged. 
Now,  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  service  in- 
stantly operates  a revolution  in  the  French  army. 
At  present,  the  youths  who  join  the  ranks,  who 
scarcely  become  soldiers  for  a year  or  two,  and 
who  are  to  depart  at  the  end  of  five,  do  not  feel 
themselves  soldiers  by  profession.  Very  few  of 
them  partake  ol  the  feelings,  the  interests,  the  am- 
bition, and  turbulent  excitement  of  a military  life. 
The  present  French  soldier  is  a quiet  peasant;  but 
declare  his  term  of  service  perpetual,  and  war  be- 
comes his  profession  and  ambition.  Levy  the  en- 
tire youth  of  the  nation,  and  you  will  make  war 
the  national  purpose  and  ambition.  This  is  what 
Thiers  wanted  to  do:  and  moreover,  he  proposed 
collecting  immediately  this  mass  of  soldiers  in 
camps  of  observation  on  the  frontier.  Napoleon 
never  issued  a more  revolutionary  or  more  despotic 
decree. 

No  wonder  if  Prussia  took  the  alarm,  and  the 
German  states.  No  wonder  that  Louis  Phillippe 
required  time  to  pause,  and  liberty  to  see  if  all  that 
might  be  gained  at  the  risk  of  war  might  not  yet 
be  gained  without  it. 

The  new  ministry  has,  however,  in  this,  under- 
taken a task  of  tremendous  difficulty.  Theirs 
might  have  yielded  to  the  coalition  with  far  more 
safety  than  they  can.  He  did  not  choose  to  com- 
mit political  suicide  by  doing  so,  nor  can  he  be 
altogether  blamed.  It  was  too  much  to  ask  or  ex- 
pect from  any  statesman.  M.  Guizot,  as  a liberal 
conservative,  is  better  placed  to  attempt  to  recon- 
cile the  dignity  of  France  with  peace.  Will  he 
and  marshal  Soult  succeed?  This  is  the  question 
asked  by  every  one.  Will  they  have  the  majority? 
The  loss  of  M.  M.  Dufaure  and  Passy  deprive 
them  of  some  important  votes.  The  discontent  of 
count  Mole — for  he  is  discontented — deprives  them 
of  several  more.  They  have,  on  the  other  hand, 
won  over  the  duke  de  Broglie,  who  at  first  sup- 
ported M.  Thiers’  extreme  proposals,  but  w ho  now 
admits  their  danger.  Independent  of  all  balanced 
enmities  or  friendships  of  individuals,  the  Soult  and 
Guizot  cabinet  will  have  a majority  on  the  address 
— a small  majority — a majority  which  will  com- 
prise many  indignant  and  warlike  persons,  not  all 
prepared  to  rush  into  war  immediately.  Those 
who  will  form  the  complimentary  and  decisive 
votes  of  this  majority  are  members  who  would  have 
preferred  seeing  Thiers  continue  in  office  and  fol- 
low up  his  ordonnances,  but  who  still  shrink  from 
forcing  Thiers  and  Barrot  on  the  king  with  war 
upon  their  flag. 

But,  however  successful  in  carrying  the  address, 
and  adjourning  for  a time  the  great  question  of 
peace  or  war,  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  cabinet 
will  gather  much  force  from  such  an  achievement. 
Whether  they  make  peace  or  menace  war,  they 
have  still  a score  of  trying  parliamentary  questions 
to  go  through,  in  any  of  which  they  may  be  over- 
thrown. Overthrown!  and  whatisthe  consequence 
of  the  overthrow  of  the  present  cabinet?  The 
consequence  not  merely  of  the  accession  of  the  left 
(in  the  persons  of  Thiers  and  Barrot)  to  power,  but 
the  necessity  of  an  immediate  dissolution.  It  will, 
and  must  be,  their  first,  indispensable  condition. 

Now,  there  is  no  one,  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
French  provinces,  who  cannot  at  the  instant  state 
the  result  of  a general  election  within  the  next 
year.  It  would  expel  from  the  chambers  all  the 
middle  parties,  and  send  deputies  of  the  two  ex- 
tremes into  each  other’s  presence — a mountain  and 
a war  party  on  the  one  hand,  and  a herd  of  half- 
timid,  half-furious  conservatives  on  the  other,  bent 
on  a policy  of  rigor  and  intimidation.  As  I heard 
a deputy  observe  not  many  hours  since,  “it  is  not  a 
revolution,  arising  from  an  emule  in  the  streets, 
that  is  to  be  feared,  but  a legal  and  parliamentary 
revolution,  likely  to  produce  the  very  same  results.”  I 


SYKtA  AND  EGYPT. 

Accounts  from  Syria  to  the  11th  ult.  continue  to 
give  favorable  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  Turkish  armaments.  The  taking  of  Sidon 
or  Sadia,  is  confirmed.  A writer  at  Ma|ta,  on  the 
15th,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  position  of 
the  opposing  forces: 

“Ibrahim  pasha  was  at  Djebel  Senim,  thirteen 
hours  distance  from  Beyrout,  with  only  6,000  men. 
Sheika  Meshoud,  the  commander  of  his  left  wing, 
was  four  hours  in  advance,  (near  Beyrout),  with 

12.000  men;  and  opposed  to  him,  almost  within  a 
stone’s  throw,  was  the  Druse  Sheikh  Tranah,  with 
the  mountaineers  of  his  tribe.  Ibrahim’s  vanguard, 
amounting  to  2,000  men  under  Osman  pasha,  was 
six  hours  in  advance;  and  gen.  Jochmus  and  Izzet 
pasha  had  formed  a plan  for  cutting  off  and  making 
his  whole  corps  prisoners.  In  this  they  expected 
to  succeed  on  the  2Sth  of  September.  They  only 
wanted  the  arrival  of  commodore  Napier,  who  is  the 
life  and  soul  of  all  such  enterprises. 

“The  famous  Soliman  pasha  had  allowed  himself 
to  be  caught  in  a kind  of  military  mousetrap.  He 
is  with  2,500  men  in  a position  whence  it  is  scarcely 
possible  a single  man  can  escape,  as  he  is  completely 
hedged  in  by  a large  body  of  country  folks,  who 
are  directed  to  take  the  corps  prisoners  only,  and  to 
avoid  shedding  blood  as  much  as  possible. 

“The  Egyptian  troops  continue  to  desert  in  small 
parties  as  last  as  they  can  get  away.” 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  thu3  describes  the  taking 
of  Sadia,  and  the  result: 

“On  the  26th,  commodore  Napier  appeared  before 
Sadia  with  two  line-of-battle  ships,  and  with  the 
Austrian  division.  The  Egyptian  commander  hav- 
ing refused  to  surrender,  Napier  commenced  fireing. 
Alter  two  hours’  cannonade,  the  breach  was  declar- 
ed practicable;  and  1,000  British,  with  1,000  Turks 
and  200  Austrians  marched  to  the  storm,  and  carri- 
ed the  town.  The  archduke  Frederick  was  the 
first  in  the  breach;  2,000  Egyptians  laid  down  their 
arms;  the  allies  lost  40  dead  and  70  wounded.  The 
result  has  been  most  complete  and  speedy.  The  ef- 
fect was  even  worse  on  Ibrahim’s  own  troops.  The 
corps  of  10,000  men,  under  Ibrahim,  dispersed;  and 
on  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Sadia,  60  officers,  with 

4.000  men,  went  over  to  Napier  on  the  27th.  Ibra- 
him himself  left  Balbeck  with  a small  force,  as  the 
Egyptian  officers  say,  and  fled  to  Damascus.  The 
four  consuls,  who  had  left  Alexandria,  had  joined 
Napier’s  fleet.” 

The  following  spirited  account  of  the  faking  of 
Sidon  is  copied  from  the  Malta  Times  of  the  15th 
ultimo: 

"Off  Alexandria,  October  5. 

“The  smartest  affair  is  yet  to  be  told  to  you. — 
Chas.  Napier,  on  Friday,  the  25th,  talking  with  the 
admiral,  remarked  that  Sidon  was  not  in  our  pos- 
session, and  said  to  him,  ‘If  you  like,  I will  go  down 
and  take  it,  and  be  back  again  in  eight  and  forty 
hours.’  He  started,  and  was  as  good  as  his  word. 
He  had  the  Thunderer,  Wasp,  Cyclops,  Gorgon  and 
Hydra,  with  900  Turks  and  500  marines. 

On  their  way  he  fell  in  with  the  Stromboli,  from 
England,  with  a detachment  of  200  marines;  these 
he  took  with  him,  and,  after  firing  shot  and  shell  at 
the  town  for  a couple  of  hours,  he  made  a breach 
and  landed  at  the  head  ot  his  men.  It  was  a sharp 
struggle,  but,  after  destroying  a great  number  of 
the  enemy,  who  neither  gave  nor  would  receive 
quarter,  they,  at  last,  killed  the  Egyptian  comman- 
der, who  died  game;  with  two  marines’  bayonets  at 
his  breast  he  refused  quarter  and  resisted;  so  they 
fired,  and  he  of  course  died,  when  his  troops  threw 
down  their  arms  to  the  amount  of  500;  1,000  were 
afterwards  taken,  and  the  whole  2,000  have  been 
brought  round  to  the  fleet  at  Juni.  1 believe  they 
will  be  sent  to  Cyprus.  Napier  was  most  daring, 
on  the  tops  of  the  houses  he  made  his  way,  waving 
his  hat  on  the  point  of  his  sword,  and  cheering  his 
men  on.  Our  loss  amounted  to  15  marines  killed 
and  W'ounded,  two  mates  badly  wounded,  Motley 
and  Shears,  of  the  Wasp,  and  a male  of  the  Re- 
venge, with  five  seamen,  one  since  dead,  and  one 
of  the  Thunderer’s  launchers  killed.  A marine 
officer,  who  had  only  that  morning  arrived  in  the 
Stromboli,  was  killed  in  the  breach.  His  name  is 
Hockin,  and  he  has  been  serving  on  the  coast  of 
Spain,  and  I hear  another  was  wounded. 

The  Egyptians  have  returned  from  Tripoli,  and 
we  hold  every  place  from  there  to  Acre,  except 
Beyrout,  the  fortifications  of  which  were  destroyed 
by  the  fire  of  the  line-of-battle  ships.  The  Castor 
and  Pique  took  Tyre.  The  Benbow,  Carysfort  and 
Zebra  are  on  the  north  coast.  The  Admiral,  Pow- 
erful, Revenge,  Bellerophron  and  Pique  are  near 
Juni;  Thunderer,  Castor  and  Wasp  near  Sidon. — 
Steamers  here,  there  and  every  where.  Edinburgh 
and  Hastings  at  Beyrout.” 

Alexandria,  it  appears,  is  at  length  actually  block- 
aded. The  Malta  post  office  has  issued  a notice, 


that  in  consequence  of  the  vigorous  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  Egypt  and  Syria  on  the  6th  of  October,  by 
admiral  Stoplord,  by  virtue  of  orders  from  the  En- 
glish ambassador  of  Constantinople,  the  mails  for 
Alexandria  and  India  of  the  30th  of  September, 
were  not  to  be  forwarded  by  her  majesty’s  steamer 
Prometheus.  It  was  doubtful  whether  French  stea- 
mers would  be  excepted  from  this  blockade.  The 
India  mails  remained  at  Malta  on  the  16th. 

It  seems  clear,  from  the  purport  of  a despatch 
from  our  foreign  secretary  to  lord  Ponsonby,  w hich 
has  been  published  this  week,  that  there  is  no  in- 
tention to  dispossess  Mehemet  of  the  pashahc  of 
Egypt.  In  this  despatch  the  sultan  is  recommend- 
ed to  reinstate  Mehemet  Ali,  and  to  give  him  here- 
ditary tenure  of  his  Egyptian  territories,  if  he  make 
his  submission  and  restore  the  fleet.  The  despatch 
contains  an  implied  censure  of  lord  Ponsonby’,  who 
counselled  the  sultan  to  depose  Mehemet  Ali;  and 
we  may  gather  from  it  that  means  will  be  taken  to 
influence  the  Egyptian  to  make  the  required  sub- 
mission. The  powers  who  are  parties  to  the  quad- 
ruble  treaty  would  then  have  the  opportunity  of 
backing  out  from  their  engagements  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  honor. 

The  private  correspondence  of  the  Times  gives 
a very  unfavorable  account  of  the  affairs  of  the  pa- 
sha of  Egypt.  The  condition  of  the  troops,  their 
long  arrears  of  pay  and  the  general  distress  brought 
on  by  the  inundation  of  the  Nile,  which  has  risen 
twenty  feet  higher  than  usual,  and  done  great  da- 
mage, would  appear  to  create  a check  at  present  to 
any  effective  military  operations  of  the  Egyptians. 
But  the  energy  of  the  pasha  is  chiefly  directed  to 
his  anticipated  naval  warfare. 

Despatch  from  lord  Palmerston  to  the  British  ambassa- 
dor at  Constantinople. 

My  lord:  Her  majesty’s  government  having  ta- 
ken into  consideration  the  act  by  which  the  sultan 
deprived  Mehemet  Ali  of  the  pashalic  of  Egypt,  the 
bearings  of  that  act  upon  the  present  state  ol  pend- 
ing questions,  and  the  course  which  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  take  thereupon,  have  invited  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Austria,  Russia  and  Prussia  at  their 
court,  to  submit  to  their  respective  governments 
that  undoubtedly  there  is  much  force  in  the  reasons 
which,  according  to  your  excellency’s  reports  induc- 
ed the  sultan  to  take  this  step;  and  that  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  this  measure  in  no  degree  prevents 
the  sullan  from  reinstating  Mehemet  Ali,  if  he  should 
speedily  make  his  submission  to  his  sovereign;  on 
the  other  hand  it  may  operate  as  a powerful  instru- 
ment of  moral  coercion  upon  Mehemet  Ali,  by  mak- 
ing him  aware  that,  if  the  contest  between  him 
and  his  sovereign  should  be  prolonged,  and  if  the 
issue  of  that  contest  should  be  unfavorable  to  him, 
he  might  lose  every  thing  in  his  too  obstinate  resist- 
ance. 

That  in  this  view,  and  in  order  to  make  the  re- 
cent exercise  of  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  sultan 
useful  toward  effecting  an  early  and  satisfactory  set- 
tlement of  pending  questions,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
her  majesty’s  government  that  it  would  be  expe- 
dient that  the  representatives  of  the  four  powers  at 
Constantinople  should  be  instructed  to  proceed  to 
the  Turkish  minister,  and  state  to  him  that  their 
respective  governments,  in  pursuance  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  seventh  article  of  the  separate  act 
annexed  to  the  treaty  of  loth  July,  beg  strongly  to 
recommend  to  the  sultan  that,  if  Mehemet  Ali 
should  at  an  early  period  make  his  submission  to 
the  sultan,  and  should  agree  to  restore  the  Turkish 
fleet  and  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Syria,  from 
Adana,  Candia  and  the  Holy  Cities,  the  sultan  should 
not  only  reinstate  Mehemet  Ali  as  pasha  of  Egypt, 
but  should  also  give  him  an  hereditary  tenure  in  that 
pashalic,  according  to  the  conditions  specified  in  the 
treaty  of  July,  and  liable,  of  course,  to  forfeiture 
by  any  infraction  of  those  conditions  on  the  part  of 
Mehemet  Ali,  or  his  successors. 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  reason  to  hope 
that  this  suggestion  will  meet  the  concurrence  of 
the  governments  of  Austr  ia,  Prussia  and  Russia,  and 
your  excellency  will  accordingly  take  the  steps 
pointed  out  in  this  despatch,  as  soon  as  your  col- 
leagues shall  have  received  corresponding  instruc- 
tions. 

If  the  sultan  should  consent  to  act  upon  this  ad- 
vice tendered  him  by  his  four  allies,  it  would  be 
expedient  that  he  should  take  immediate  steps  for 
making  his  gracious  intentions  in  this  respect  known 
to  Mehemet  Ali,  and  your  excellency  and  sir  Rob’t 
Stopf'ord  should  afford  the  Turkish  government  eve- 
ry facility’  which  they  may  require  lor  this  purpose. 
I have,  &c.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

To  his  excellency  lord  Ponsonby , at  Constantinople. 

London,  Oct.  15. 

Important  news  from  Syria.  The  following  im- 
portant intelligence  from  the  east  is  published  in  the 
Moniteur  Parisieu  of  Sunday  night: 
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“ Toulon , Oct.  31,  6 o’clock,  P.  M. 

‘‘Alexandria,  Oct.  17. 

“The  consul  general  to  the  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fairs. Tlie  events  in  Syria  have  become  more 
grave  for  Mehemet  Ali.  Beyrout  has  been  occupi- 
ed by  the  Anglo-Turks,  who  were  fortifying  Seyde. 
The  emir  Bechir  had  surrendered.  He  lias  aban- 
doned the  cause  ot  Mehemet  Ali.  The  insurrection 
is  making  progress  in  the  mountains. 

“Ibrahim  (pasha)  is  about  to  concentrate  his 
forces.” 

“Toulon,  Oct.  31,  ^ past  7,  P.  M. 

“Malta,  Oct.  27. 

“ The  consul  of  France  to  the  president  ef  the  coun- 
cil. The  British  war  steamer  Cyclops  arrived  here 
this  morning  from  Seyde,  whence  she  departed  on 
the  21st.  She  has  on  board  the  emir  Bechir,  with 
15  members  of  his  family  and  115  persons  of  his 
suite,  on  their  way  to  England. 

“The  captain  of  the  Cyclops  has  confirmed  the 
rising  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
mountains.” 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  eastern  question,  so 
far  as  Syria  is  concerned,  is  pretty  w'ell  settled,  and 
that  the  only  point  vvhichnow  remains  for  discus- 
sion is,  whether  the  decheance  of  Mehemet  Ali  from 
the  pashalic  of  Egypt  shall  or  shall  not  be  enforced. 

Bayonne , November  1. 

“The  young  queen,  and  the  infanta  her  sister, 
reached  Madrid  on  the  28th.  Espartero  rode  by  the 
side  ol  their  carriage.  The  cries  of  ‘viva  la  Rey- 
na!’ were  not  very  numerous,  nor  those  of  ‘viva 
Espartero!’  much  more  so.” 

London , Oct.  2d. 

On  Friday  last,  at  noon,  as  the  New  York  packet 
ship  Soulh  America,  captain  Bailey,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  3d  instant,  and  arrived  at 
Liverpool  on  Saturday,  was  entering  the  channel, 
she  was  suddenly  fired  into  by  a small  vessel  re- 
sembling an  English  yacht.  Three  shots  were 
fired,  the  third  striking  the  vessel  on  the  quarter. — 
Captain  Bailey  then  lay  to;  but  two  more  shorts 
Were  fired  after  that.  A man  in  the  strange  vessel 
then  catachised  captain  Bailey  as  to  his  destination 
and  business,  and  so  forth;  and  then  the  yacht  made 
off.  The  same  vessel  was  seen  to  cause  an  English 
brig  to  heave  to  and  hold  her  in  parley  for  half  an 
hour. 

CHINA. 

The  ship  Ann  McKim,  at  New  York,  brings  ad- 
vices from  Canton  to  the  25th  June. 

The  news  is  of  the  liighestimportance  to  the  civi- 
lized and  commercial  world. 

We  have  given  a variety  of  extracts  from  Can- 
ton jiapers,  per  the  New  York  Herald,  exhibiting  one 
of  the  greatest  military  movements  that  has  taken 
place  in  Asia,  since  the  era  of  Ghengis  Khan, 
of  Alexander  the  great,  or  of  Mahomet  and  the  Ca- 
liphs. 

I'he  first  portion  of  the  British  naval  forces  from 
India,  arrived  on  the  9tll  of  June  in  the  Chinese 
waters,  consisting  of  the  Wellesley  74,  Alligator  28, 
Cruiser  16,  with  some  armed  steamers,  with  some  14 
transports  with  troops. 

A regular  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Can- 
ton was  notified  to  take  effect  on  the  2Sth  June,  bv 
the  commander  of  the  Wellesley,  J.  J.  Gordon  Bre- 
mer, who  is  S"nior  officer  until  the  arrival  of  admiral 
Elliot.— The  Ch  inese,  on  the  arrival  of  the  squa- 
dron, attempted  to  burn  the  ships  by  fire-rafts— but 
they  were  quietly  towed  ashore  by  the  boats  of  the 
squadron. 

Foreign  ships  would  be  allowed  to  depart  unless 
detained  by  the  Chinese. 

A cargo  of  poisoned  tea,  packed  in  small  parcels, 
to  be  sold  to  the  sailors,  had,  it  was  reported,  been 
sent  down  by  the  Chinese.  It  was  however  cap- 
tured by  pirates,  and  sold  to  the  people,  on  the  coast, 
among  whom,  in  consequence,  there  had  beentnanv 
deaths. 

A part  ofthe  squadron  had  proceeded  to  the  north, 
the  object  being,  as  is  surmised,  to  take  possession 

ot  Tlnghoe  district,  in  the  province  of  Chekeang 

in  other  words,  “the  island  of  Chusan.”  This  is  a 
“fair,  fertile,  and  populous  district,”  and  would  be 
easily  subdued. 

Every  one  was  preparing  to  leave  Canton,  and 
all  foreign  business  would  be  wound  up  in  eight  or 
ten  days. 

Up  to  the  25th  inst.  no  other  hostilities  had  oc- 
curred. 

It  was  reported  in  Canton  that  an  edict  was  just 
published,  offering  rewards  for  capt.  Elliot,  and  the 
rest  of  the  English,  dead  or  alive. 

The  appearance  was,  that  no  negotiation  would 
be  brought  about,  nor  any  efficient  action  on  the  part 
of  the  British  beyond  the  blockade,  for  some  months, 
as  the  fleet  which  sailed  for  the  north  could  not  well 
get  back  if  it  should  try. 

I he  stock  ot  teas  at  Canton  was  entirely  exhaust- 

ed. 


Macon,  June  23,  1840.  Since  writing  the  pro- 
ceeding, yesterday,  the  April  overland  mail  has 
closed,  and  we  understand  it  has  been  determined 
that  the  force  shall  move  immediately  to  the  north, 
without  attacking  the  Bogue  forts.  The  reason  of 
this  must  be  the  importance  ofimmediately  landing 
the  troops  and  putting  the  transports  out  of  the 
range  of  the  typoons.  It  is  whispered  that  the 
Chinese  are  preparing  to  resist  the  English,  some- 
where in  the  neighborhood  of  Pekin,  meanwhile 
Canton  river  is  to  be  stricly  blockaded,  and  all  in- 
gress prevented.  But  it  is  thought  that  ships  al- 
ready in  will  be  allowed  to  come  out,  unless  pre- 
vented by  the  Chinese.  We  have  accounts  from 
Canton,  20! h June,  all  parties  were  proposing  to 
leave,  and  the  whole  business  would  be  finished 
there  in  ten  days,  by  which  time  the  Washington, 
the  last  ship  in,  would  be  despatched.  We  are  not 
yet  aware  if  it  is  intended  to  send  the  Panama  up. 
Tile  blockade  is  to  commence  on  the  28th  inst.  The 
Ann  McKim  sails  to-morrow. 

We  think  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  a 
long  interruption  to  the  trade,  say  from  six  to  eigh- 
teen months.  The  feeling  there  was,  that  they  had 
naval  force  enough,  but  that  they  were  in  want  of 
some  land  force;  and  as  the)'  have  not  frightened  the 
Chinese  as  much  as  they  expected,  we  think  they 
will  have  to  wait  until  next  season. 

Arrival  of  the  English.  The  list  of  arrivals  in 
the  Chinese  waters  has  reference  to  the  most  im- 
portant event  that  it  has  ever  been  our  fortune  to  re- 
cord in  the  pages  of  the  Canton  Register;  the  pre- 
sence of  an  armed  British  force  in  the  Chinese 
empire  to  enforce  reparation  for  injuries  done  to 
British  subjects  and  the  restitution  of  spoiled  British 
property. 

The  first  arrival  of  this  armament  was  H.  M. 
ship  Alligator,  28th — Kuper,  esq.  captain,  between 
2 and  3 A.  M.  on  the  9th  inst.  in  the  Kapsuvmoon, 
at  the  very  moment  that  the  Chinese  officers  hail 
sent  in  about  eighteen  fire-rafts,  constructed  of  old 
outside  fishing  boats  and  some  cargo  boats,  chain- 
ed together  two  and  two,  and  filled  with  combusti- 
ble matter  of  all  description,  to  burn  the  British 
shipping. 

The  fleet  did  not  suffer  any  damages  from  these 
rafts,  set  adrift  before  the  wind  and  tide;  and  they 
were  speedily  towed  on  shore  by  the  boats  of  the 
squadron. 

Thus  at  the  very  instant  of  his  arrival,  captain 
Kuper  found  his  countrymen  and  the  Chinese  en- 
gaged in  hostilities. 

We  may  here  repeat  that  previous  to  this  third 
attempt  to  burn  the  English  fleet,  the  Chinese  go- 
vernment had  sent  a boat  load  o 1 poisoned  tea,  pack- 
ed in  small  parcels,  to  be  sold  to  the  sailors;  this 
nefariotrs  attempt  it  is  reported  was  thus  discovered: 
The  boat  was  captured  by  pirates,  who  sold  her  car- 
go to  their  fellow  countrymen;  many  deaths  follow- 
ed the  use  of  the  poisoned  tea;  so  many,  indeed, 
that  it  is  said  the  attention  of  the  district  magis- 
trates was  drawn  to  the  circumstances.  Thus  truly, 
Even  handed  justice 

Commands  the  ingredients  of  their  poisoned  chalice 
To  their  own  lips. 

The  Alligator  brought  the  overland  mail  of  the 
4th  of  March,  and  was  followed  by  the  hon.  E.  I. 
company’s  armed  steamer  Madagascar,  captain  Di- 
cey, w'hich  vessel  arrived  on  the  6th  inst.  On  the 
15th  and  20th,  H.  M.  ship  Alligator  and  II.  co’s 
steamer  Madagascar,  respectively  anchored  in  the 
roads  and  saluted  the  city  of  Macao  with  19  guns, 
which  on  both  occasions  was  immediately  returned 
by  the  Franciscan  fort. 

H.  M.  ship  of  the  line  Wellesley,  bearing  the 
broad  pennant  of  commodore  sir  James  John  Gor- 
don Bremer,  K.  C.  B.  K.  C.  H.  commander-in-chief 
ofthe  Indian  station,  arrived  last  Sunday,  the  21st 
instant,  with  H.  M.  ships  Cruizer,  Algerine,  Rattle- 
snake, troop  ship,  the  H.  E.  I.  company’s  armed 
steamers  Queen  and  Atalanta,  and  eighteen  sail  of 
transports  in  company,  having  on  board  H.  M’s  49th, 
26th,  (Camineronians)  18th  (royal  Irish)  the  Sepoy 
volunteers  from  Calcutta,  and  a detachment  of  sap- 
pers and  miners  from  Madras.  We  are  happy  to 
report  that  the  troops  have  arrived  in  the  highest 
condition  of  health  and  spirits,  under  the  command 
of  col.  Burrell;  but  our  readers  will  regret  to  learn 
that  col.  Oglander  of  the  Cammeronian3  is  indis- 
posed. 

On  Monday  evening  two  of  the  squadron,  with 
some  of  the  transports,  proceeded  to  th'e  northward, 
and  this  morning  II.  M.  S.  Wellesley,  with  the  rest 
of  the  squadron,  except  those  hereafter  mentioned, 
stopped  to  the  southward  to  join  the  transports  said 
to  be  outside,  after  which  junction  the  whole  squad- 
ron and  transports  will  proceed  to  the  northward. 

H.  M.  ships  Diuid,  Volage,  Hyacinth,  Larne  and 
the  H.  company’s  named  steamer  Madagascar,  re- 
main to  enforce  the  blockade  of  the  river  and  port 
ol  Canton  by  all  its  entrances,  which  blockade  is  to 


be  established  under  the  strictest  form  on  Sunday 
next  the  28th  inst. 

Two  transports  with  troops  are  also  left  under  the 
command  of  the  senior  officer;  probably  with  a view 
of  protecting  this  settlement,  or  to  ulterior  opera- 
tions in  this  province  on  the  arrival  of  admiral  El- 
liot. 

The  rev.  Charles  Gutzlaff,  second  interpreter  to 
H.  M’s  commission  in  China  has  joined  the  Welles- 
ley and  Mr.  John  Robert  Morrison,  the  chief  inter- 
preter, remains,  to  join  admiral  the  honorable  Geo. 
Elliot,  who  is  daily  expected  with  his  squadron, 
either  direct  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  from 
Trincomalee.  The  Blenheim  72,  Blonde  42,  Nim- 
rod 20,  Wanderer  18,  and  the  Pylades  18,  have 
sailed;  and  Pique  42,  Inconstant  36,  Andromache 
36,  and  Hydra,  steam  frigate,  are  expected  to  join 
H.  E.  in  the  Indian  seas. 

This  island  bears  nearly  the  same  relation  to  the 
province  of  Chekeang  as  the  Isle  of  Wight  does  to 
Hampshire.  In  possession  of  this  fair,  fertile  and 
populous  spot,  as  head  quarters — and  the  military 
possession  of  this  district  would  be  a severe  blow 
to  the  imperial  government,  for  part  of  the  celestial 
territory  would  then  be  in  the  hands  of  strangers — 
from  thence  a mission  might  be  sent  to  the  Pei-ho, 
or  north  river,  which  is  navigable  for  large  boats  up 
to  the  city  of  Tung-chowfoo,  12  miles  E.  by  S.  from 
Pekin.  We  have  little  doubt  that  should  a mis- 
sion be  sent,  as  a politic  and  frieudly  preliminary 
proceeding  becoming  a civilized  nation  and  the  high 
standing  of  England,  it  will  fail;  no  answer  will  be 
given,  much  less  positive  and  satisfactory  answers. 
It  will  be  ordeied  away;  H.  M.  ships  will  be  order- 
ed to  leave  the  Chinese  waters,  and  the  British 
troops  to  evacuate  Tinghae;  then,  perhaps  the  im- 
perial dragon  may  deign  to  give  an  answer,  but  not 
till  then.  In  the  then  emergency,  it  rests  with  the 
commanders  in  chief  to  adopt  such  measures  to 
compass  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  which  are,  in 
the  language  ot  lord  John  Russell,  to  obtain  repara- 
tion for  the  insults  and  injuries  offered  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s subjects,  by  the  Chinese  government;  and 
in  the  second  place,  they  were  to  obtain  for  the 
merchants  trading  with  China,  an  indemnification 
for  the  loss  of  their  property,  incurred  by  threats  of 
violence  offered  by  persons  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chinese  government;  and,  in  the  last  place, 
they  were  to  obtain  a certain  security  that  persons 
and  property  in  future  trading  with  China  shall  be 
protected  from  insult  or  injury,  and  that  their  trade 
and  commerce  be  maintained  upon  a proper  footing. 

LATER. 

The  steamship  Great  Western  arrived  at  New 
York  on  the  24th  inst.  in  17  days  from  Bristol,  bring- 
ing London  papers  ofthe  6th,  and  Bristol  of  the  9th. 

The  allied  forces  in  Syria,  aided  by  a formidable 
insurrection  ol  the  inhabitants,  had  in  a pitched  bat- 
tle routed  the  Egyptians  under  Ibrahim  pasha,  son 
of  Mehemet  Ali,  who  fled  to  the  mountains  with  but 
200  followers.  The  English  were  beseiging  St.  Jean 
De  Arc. 

Pi  ivate  letters  state  that  gen.  Hamilton  had  on  the 
night  of  the  5th  concluded  a treaty  with  lord  Pal- 
ineiston,  by  which  England  recognizes  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas,  and  assumes  the  task  of  mediating 
between  Texas  and  Mexico. 

ENGLAND. 

Her  majesty  was  married  on  the  8th  of  February, 
people  are  beginning  to  expect  almost  daily,  reports 
of  tlie  appearance  ot  the  prince  of  Wales.  A prince 
is  most  ardently  wished  for  by  her  majesty,  rejoic- 
ings will  be  on  a much  more  extensive  scale  in  that 
event,  than  though  the  stranger  should  prove  to  be  of 
the  opposite  sex. 

The  express  with  the  speech  of  Louis  Phillippe 
reached  London  in  22  hours. 

Sir  Anthony  Carlisle,  the  celebrated  surgeon  died 
on  the  2d  inst.  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age. 

There  had  been  no  material  change  in  the  markets, 
money  remained  scarce  and  in  demand.  The  duty 
on  wheat  is  28s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  on  flour  14s.  2d. 
per  bbl.  The  value  of  flour  duty  paid  is  32s.  6d.a33s . 
6d .;  and  in  bond  23s.a23s.  6d.  per  bbl.  The  demand 
very  limited. 

The  effect  of  the  exceedingly  stringent  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  contracting 
the  circulation,  has  been  much  more  sensibly  felt 
during  the  present  week  than  previously,  particular- 
ly at  Manchester,  which  may  account  for  the  less 
favorable  aspect  of  the  cotton  market,  the  prices  of 
goods  and  yarns  being  greatly  depressed. 

Cotton,  was  in  fair  demandT^pVices  had  improved 
slightly  for  a day  or  two,  but  again  declined,  and  at 
the  latfest  dates  was  quoted  as  dull.  At  Liverpool, 
4,000  bales  were  sold  on  the  4th,  and  3,500  bales  on 
the  5th  inst. 

The  sales  for  the  week  ended  this  day,  amount  to 
17,780  bales,  of  which  2,900  are  upland  at  5a6£  2,640 
Orleans  at  5a7f;  5,150  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  4fa 
6i;  and  620  Sea  Island  at  12|d.al9d.  per  lb.;  and  about 
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1,200  bales  were  taken  on  speculation  early  in  the 
week,  said  to  be  on  American  account. 

The  stock  in  this  port  is  nowestimated  at  453,000 
bales,  against  314,000  at  same  period  last  season;  the 
stock  of  American  is  about  368,000  or  85,000  more 
than  it  then  was. 

Tobacco.  The  supplies  had  nearly  all  been  taken 
off,  but  there  had  been  arrivals.  Virginia  was  in  a 
good  condition.  In  Carolina  rice  there  was  no  al- 
teration, the  quotation  being  13f.  In  American  pot- 
ashes there  was  nothing  doing. 

SPAIN. 

The  young  queen  of  Spain,  made  her  entry  into 
Madrid,  on  28th  October,  accompanied  by  gen.  Es- 
partero.  She  was  well  received. 

FRANCE. 

A disaffection  between  the  parties  that  had  con- 
stituted the  Thiers  ministry  had  weakened  their 
opposition  forces  and  it  was  now  probable  that  the 
new  ministry  would  have  a majority  of  twenty  in 
the  chamber — upon  the  choice  of  president. 

The  king  opened  the  sessions  in  person  on  the 
5th  with  a speech,  the  tone  of  which  confirmed  the 
favorable  operations  in  the  funds  and  quieted  all 
fears  of  a war.  The  whole  garrison  of  Paris  was  on 
foot  on  the  occasion,  one-half  in  the  streets,  the  other 
half  in  barracks.  Every  thing  remained  quiet. 

Speech  of  the  king  of  the  French. 

“ Gentlemen  peers  and  deputies:  I have  felt  the 
necessity  of  assemblingyou  round  me  before  the  or- 
dinary period  of  the  convocation  of  the  chambers. 
The  measures  which  the  emperor  of  Austria,  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia  have  taken  in  concert,  to 
regulate  the  relations  between  the  sultan  and  pacha 
of  Egypt,  have  imposed  serious  duties  upon  me.  1 
have  the  dignity  of  our  country  at  heart  as  much  as 
its  security  and  repose.  In  persevering  in  this  mo- 
derate and  conciliatory  policy  of  which  we  have 
reaped  the  fruit  for  the' last  ten  years,  I have  plac- 
ed France  in  a position  to  face  the  chances  which 
the  course  of  events  in  the  east  may  produce.  The 
extraordinary  credits  which  have  been  opened  with 
this  intention  will  be  submitted  to  you,  and  you 
will  appreciate  the  motives  of  them. 

“I  continue  to  hope  that  the  general  peace  will 
not  be  disturbed.  It  is  necessary  for  the  general 
and  common  interests  of  Europe,  the  happiness  of 
its  population,  and  the  progress  of  civilization.  I 
depend  upon  you  to  assist  me  to  maintain  it,  as  I 
should  rely  upon  it  if  the  honor  of  France,  and  the 
rank  which  she  holds  among  nations,  commanded 
us  to  make  new  efforts. 

“Peace  is  re-established  in  the  north  of  Spain, 
and  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  that  happy  result. 
We  should  see  with  grief  that  the  evils  of  anarchy 
came  to  replace  the  evils  of  civil  war. 

“I  have  the  most  sincere  interest  in  Spain;  may 
the  stability „of  Isabella  II,  and  of  the  institutions 
which  ought  to  sustain  the  throne,  preserve  this 
noble  country  from  the  long  and  grievous  evils  of 
revolutions. 

“Not  having  obtained  from  the  Argentine  repub- 
lic the  satisfaction  which  we  have  claimed,  I have 
ordered  that  new  forces  should  be  added  to  the 
squadron  charged  to  ensure  respect  for  our  rights, 
and  protection  for  our  interests. 

“Success  has  crowned  several  important  expedi 
tions  in  Africa,  where  the  valor  of  our  soldiers  has 
been  signalized — two  of  my  sons  have  partaken 
their  perils.  Exertions  are  still  necessary  to  gua- 
rantee in  Algeria  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  our 
establishments.  My  government  will  know  how 
to  accomplish  what  we  have  undertaken. 

“The  city  of  Boulogne  has  been  the  theatre  of  a 
foolish  attempt,  which  has  only  served  again  to  call 
forth  the  devotion  of  the  national  guards,  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  population.  All  ambition  will 
fail  against  a monarchy  founded  and  defended  by 
the  all-powerful  expression  of  the  national  will. 

“The  budget  law  will  soon  be  submitted  to  your 
examination.  I have  prescribed  the  most  severe 
economy  in  the  establishment  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses.— Events  have  imposed  upon  us  unexpected 
charges.  I have  the  confidence  that  public  prospe- 
rity, at  its  extreme  pitch,  will  permit  ns  to  support 
them,  without  affecting  the  state  of  our  finances. 

“Other  dispositions  will  be  presented  to  you  of 
public  utility,  in  behalf  of  literature  and  education. 

“Gentlemen:  I have  never  claimed  with  more 
earnestness  and  confidence  your  loyal  co-operation. 
Anarchical  passions  have  not  been  discouraged  by 
impotency.  Under  whatever  form  they  may  be 
presented,  my  government  will  find  in  the  existing 
laws,  and  in  the  firm  maintenance  of  the  public  li- 
berties, the  necessary  arms  to  put  them  down.  As 
for  me,  in  the  trials  imposed  on  me  by  Providence, 
I can  only  be  grateful  for  the  protection  which  it 
has  not  ceased  to  throw  over  me,  as  well  as  my 
family,  and  to  prove  to  France,  by  a never  failing 
atteniion  to  her  interests  and  happiness,  the  grati- 


tude inspired  in  me  by  the  testimonials  of  affection 
with  which  it  surrounds  me  in  these  cruel  mo- 
ments.” 

There  have  been  fearful  inundations  in  the  south 
of  France,  owing  to  the  overflowing  of  the  Rhone 
and  Saone.  In  the  lower  town  of  Lyons,  many 
houses  and  much  property  was  damaged,  and  the 
country  around  was  under  water. 

The  French  steamer  Tage  had  arrived  at  Havre, 
from  St.  Petersburg,  with  eight  magnificent  horses 
from  Copenhagen,  which  are  to  draw  the  funeral 
car  on  which  the  remains  of  Napoleon  will  be  car- 
ried from  the  Seine  to  the  Invalides. 

SYRIA. 

From  the  Malta  Times , Oct.  27. 

On  (he  10th  instant,  an  engagement  took  place 
between  the  allied  troops  and  those  of  Ibrahim  and 
Soliman  pasha,  in  which  the  latter  were  complete- 
ly defeated,  and  took  to  the  mountains  with  200 
cavalry  and  only  two  officers.  Seven  thousand  in 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  have,  from  the  result 
of  this  engagement,  fallen  into  the  power  of  the 
sublime  porte. 

Ernir  el  Kasim  has  been  named  successor  to  the 
emir  Bechir,  and  was,  with  a large  body  of  moun- 
taineers, in  pursuit  of  Ibrahim  pasha,  who  has  little 
or  no  chance  of  escape. 

We  are  in  possession  of  Beyrout,  which  was  eva- 
cuated on  the  night  of  the  10th,  in  consequence  of 
a disposition  manifested  byStopford  and  Bandiera 
to  land  troops.  In  order  that  nobody  should  be  left, 
the  sick  were  beaten  out  with  sticks  by  their  coun- 
trymen. About  2,000  in  all,  who  remained  outside 
the  walls,  re-entered  the  next  morning,  and  surren- 
dered themselves  prisoners.  Gen.  Smith  has  fixed 
his  head  quarters  at  Beyrout. 

The  camp  at  Djuni  bay  is  broken  up.  The  only 
vessels  now  remaining  there  are  vice  admiral  Wal- 
ker’s and  two  Turkish  frigates,  one  of  which,  with 
800  prisoners  on  board,  is  to  be  sent  immediately  to 
Constantinople. 

Commodore  Napier,  in  the  Powerful,  and  the 
steamers  Gorgon  and  Cyclops,  have  quitted  Djuni 
bay  to  attack  Tripoli. 

By  the  taking  of  Beyrout  about  twenty  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  have 
fallen  into  the  possession  of  the  allied  powers. 

The  defeat  of  Ibrahim  pasha.  The  pitched  battle 
with  Ibrahim  pasha  afforded  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity to  show  the  bravery  and  fidelity  of  the  Turks. 
Ibrahim  had  taken  up  a very  strong  position  near 
Beyrout  with  3,000  men.  Four  thousand  Turks 
were  sent  against  him  under  the  command  of  Selim 
pasha,  assisted  by  gen.  Jockmus,  commodore  Napier 
and  col.  Hodges.  The  attack  was  so  impetuous  that 
in  a few  minutes  Ibrahim  was  completely  routed. 

One  thousand  Egyptians  were  made  prisoners, 
the  rest  were  killed  and  wounded,  or  took  to  flight. 
With  respect  to  the  general  war,  the  Egyptian 
army,  at  the  most  moderate  calculation,  has  lost 

20.000  in  killed  wounded,  prisoners  and  deserters. 
A supplement  of  the  Eco  de  Orient,  published  at 

Smyrna  on  the  12th  nit.  contains  the  following  new.s 
from  Syria:  “On  the  morning  of  the  4th  ult.  the 
mountaineers,  under  the  orders  of  the  sheiks  Francis 
and  George,  attacked  Osman  pasha  and  forced  him 
to  abandon  his  camp,  containing  his  piovisions  and 
ammunition.  In  consequence  of  this  defeat  Osman 
pasha  fled  to  Balbeck,  where  he  arrived  with  only 

1.000  men;  the  remainder  either  deserted  or  were 
killed,  wounded  and  made  prisoners. 

On  the  6th  ult.  800  deserters  from  Osman  pasha’s 
corps  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Djuni.  Osman  pasha 
was  pursued  by  the  mountaineers,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  he  suffered  severely  before  he  arrived  in 
the  plain. 

Alt  the  north  of  Mount  Lebanon,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Tripoli,  is  in  the  power  of  the  insurgents. 
The  emir  Bechir,  who  had  been  for  some  time  in 
communication  with  the  allies,  concluded  a con- 
vention on  the  5th.  ult.  with  the  Seraskierisset  pa- 
sha and  admiral  Stopford.  The  prince  of  the  Dru 
ses  required  that  his  life  and  property  should  be  se 
cured  to  him  and  in  return  he  engaged  to  serve  his 
master  the  sultan  with  fidelity. 

On  the  8th  ult.  he  sent  his  two  sons  as  hostages 
until  he  could  arrive  himself,  from  which  he  was 
then  prevented  by  the  presence  of  Ibrahim  pacha 
On  the  evening  of  the  5th  ult.  the  Turkish  steam- 
boat Tahiri  Bahiri,  having  on  board  600  Turkish 
soldiers  from  Canstantinople,  arrived  at  Beyrout. 

Twenty-two  thousand  mountaineers  were  under 
arms;  they  were  incessantly  harassing  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  caused  them  serious  loss.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  Egyptian  army  would  desert  in  a 
mass,  because  there  was  an  arrear  of  twenty-two 
months  pay  due  to  them. 

The  Reforme  ofSmyrna,  of  the  12th  ultimo,  says 
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Appointments  by  the  president.  Lewis 
B.  McCarty,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Demopolis, 
Alabama,  vice  Thomas  Simpson,  resigned. 

Alexander  H.  Tyler,  ot  Maryland,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Bahia  St.  Salva- 
dor, in  the  empire  of  Brazil. 

Henry  D.  Gale,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Velasco,  in  the  repub- 
lic of  Texas. 


Among  the  passengers  in  the  Great  Western  is 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  and  his  family.  C.  C.  Cambre- 
leng  has  taken  a house  for  three  years  in  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh. 

presidential  election. 

Results — so  far  as  ascertained. 


Electoral  vole. 

Jlggreg 

ale  vote. 

states.  Harri- 

Fan 

Ilarri- 

Van 

son. 

Buren. 

son. 

Buren. 

Maine, 

10 

0 

46,612 

46,201 

New  Hampshire,  0 

7 

25,4S3 

31,919 

Vermont, 

7 

0 

32,445 

18,009 

Massachusetts, 

14 

0 

72,913 

52,368 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

0 

5,157 

3.1S1 

Connrcticut, 

8 

0 

31,212 

24,888 

New  York, 

42 

0 

225, SI2 

212,519 

New  Jersey, 

8 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

0 

144,018 

143,675 

Delaware, 

3 

0 

5.967 

4,872 

Maryland, 

10 

0 

33,529 

28,754 

Virginia, 

0 

23 

North  Carolina 

15 

0 

Georgia, 

11 

0 

40,349 

31,989 

Alabama, 

0 

7 

Mississippi, 

4 

0 

Louisiana, 

5 

0 

Arkansas, 

0 

3 

Tennessee, 

15 

0 

Kentucky, 

15 

0 

5S,4S9 

32.616 

Ohio, 

21 

0 

148,141 

124,780 

Indiana, 

9 

0 

Missouri, 

0 

4 

Michigan, 

3 

0 

234 

44 

Necessary  to  a choice  148. 

Virginia.  The  governor  has  issued  his  procla- 
mation, declaring  the  Van  Buren  electors  to  be  duly 
elected.  The  official  returns  from  some  of  the  re- 
mote counties  are  not  yet  ascertained — and  the  ex- 
act majority  is  not  yet  known. 

Alabama.  The  returns  so  far  as  received,  show 
a Harrison  majority  of  2,373,  and  a Harrison  gain 
of  3,393  on  the  vote  of  August  last.  The  state  in 
August  gave  a Van  Buren  majority  of  7,546.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  success  ofthe  Van  Buren  tacket. 

Later.  The  Montgomery  Advertiser  gives  re- 
turns from  all  the  counties  of  the  state  except  four 
viz: 

For  Van  Buren,  11,005 

Gen.  Harrison,  6,305 


that  Ibrahim  pasha  had  been  compelled  to  make 
retrograde  movement  in  consequence  of  the  defeat 
of  Osinan  pasha,  who  defended  his  left  wing. 


Van  Buren  majority,  4,700 

The  remaining  counties  will  increase  the  ma- 
jority. 

Mississippi.  The  unofficial  returns  in  the  Nat- 
chez Free  Trader  makethe  Harrison  majority  1,133. 

Illinois  remains  yet  in  some  doubt.  The  Illi- 
nois State  Register  gives  returns  from  all  the  coun- 
ties in  the  state,  and  most  of  them  official.  The 
Van  Buren  majority  is  set  down  at  1,007. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  on  the  contrary,  con- 
tains returns  from  all  the  counties  except  Hardin, 
giving  a Harrison  majority  of  574. 

NATIONAL  GALLERY'  OF  MANUFACTURES,  &C. 

Patent  office,  November  20th,  1840.  Notice  is 
given  that  the  hall  in  the  new  [latent  office,  for  the 
exhibition  of  manufactures,  is  now  completed.  The 
hall  is  spacious,  being  273  feet  long,  63  feet  wide, 
30  feet  high,  and  fire  proof. 

Agents,  whose  names  are  annexed,  will  receive 
and  forward,  free  of  expense,  articles  which  may 
be  deposited  with  them.  These  articles  will  be 
classified  and  arranged  for  exhibition,  and  the  name 
and  address  of  the  manufacturer  (with  the  prices, 
when  desired),  will  be  carefully  affixed.  Few,  it 
is  presumed,  will  neglect  to  improve  the  opportu- 
nity now  presented  of  contributing  their  choicest 
specimens  to  the  national  gallery  of  Ame- 
rican manufactures,  where  thousands  who  visit 
the  seat  of  government  will  witness  with  pleasure 
the  progress  ofthe  arts  in  these  United  States. 

If  fairs  in  limited  sections  of  our  country  have 
excited  interest,  what  must  be  the' attractions  of  a 
national  exhibition  enriched  by  daily  additions. 

The  agriculturist  may  be  gratified  to  learn  that 
commodious  rooms  are  provided  for  the  exhiblion 
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of  agricultural  implements,  and,  also,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  seeds  for  exhibition  or  distribution. 

The  commissioner  of  patents  being  authorised  to 
collect  agricultural  statistics,  avails  himself  of  this 
opportunity  to  solicit  information  of  the  condition 
end  character  of  crops  in  the  several  sections  of  the 
country.  Those  data  will  aid  him  in  presenting, 
With  his  annual  report,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
products  of  the  soil,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  public 
may  be  guarded  in  some  measure  from  the  evils  of 
monopoly,  by  showing  how  the  scarcity  in  one  por- 
tion of  the  land  may  be  supplied  from  the  surplus  in 
another. 

Names  of  agents  who  will  receive  and  forward 
packages  for  the  patent  office.  Collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Portland, 
Maine,  Burlington,  Vermont,  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Savannah,  New  Orleans,  Detroit,  Buffalo, 
Cleveland. 

Surveyors  of  the  customs.  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut, St.  Louis,  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Louisville, 
R.  H.  Eddy,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  David  Gard- 
ner, (custom  house).  New  York. 

Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  comm'r.  of  patents. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

St.  Louis  and  Boston.  We  copy  the  following  in- 
teresting article  from  the  St.  Louis  Gazette  of  the 
21st  ult. 

The  two  cities  of  the  United  States  which  are 
most  progressing  most  rapidly  in  population  and 
wealth,  at  the  present  time,  in  proportion  to  their 
size,  are  undoubtedly  Boston  and  St.  Louis,  one  in 
the  eastern,  the  other  in  the  western  section  of  the 
union.  For  many  years — from  1800  to  1830 — Bos- 
ton was  losing  ground,  in  the  race  for  greatness 
with  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore;  but 
about  the  year  1830  a new  era  dawned  on  that  city, 
through  the  instumenlality  of  its  enterprising  capi- 
talists, which  has  turned  the  tide  strongly  in  its 
favor.  At  that  time,  the  first  rail  road  was  con- 
structed on  one  side  of  the  city,  and  the  first  steam 
power  loom  establishment  erected  on  the  other. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  Lowell  has  increased 
in  population  from  200  to  20,000,  and  in  wealth 
from  $100,000  to  $20,000,000.  The  cotton  manu- 
factures of  Lowell,  and  the  hundred  other  manufac- 
turing villages  in  New  England,  have  given  a sta- 
bility (o  the  trade  of  Boston  unknown  to  any  city 
in  the  union. 

Massachusetts,  formerly  exporting,  it  was  said, 
nothing  but  granite  and  ice,  now  produces  manu- 
factures valued  at  ninety  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum,  a large  part  of  which  centres  at  Boston,  as 
a place  of  distribution  to  all  parts  of  the  union. 

At  a latter  period  than  that  first  mentioned,  her 
far  seeing  citizens  became  convinced  that,  although 
she  had  no  river  like  the  Hudson,  the  Delaware,  or 
the  Susquehanna,  to  bring  to  her  wharves  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  boundless  and  fertile  west,  yet  that  an 
iron  pathway  might  be  laid  along  her  mountain 
gorges,  over  which  a steam  engine  with  trains  of 
cars  could  move  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  per  hour, 
taking  the  produce  of  the  lakes  at  the  outlet  of  the 
New  York  canal,  and  landing  it  at  Boston  in  less 
time  than  it  can  be  delivered  at  New  York.  About 
one-half  of  this  road  is  completed,  and  the  whole 
will  be  finished  within  twelve  months  from  this 
time. 

This  road  will  cost  not  far  from  seven  millions  of 
dollars.  It  is  calculated  to  support  an  engine  of 
fourteen  tons  weight,  and  to  carry  1,000  barrels  of 
flour  in  a single  train  of  cars  ten  miles  an  hour.  It 
is  estimated  that  when  finished,  flour  can  be  trans- 
ported from  Albany  to  Boston,  201  miles,  for  30  cts. 
per  barrel.  Two  thousand  men  are  now  at  work  on 
this  road,  in  some  sections,  both  night  and  day.  The 
capitalists  of  Boston  have  also  contributed  largely  to 
the  funds  required  for  laying  down  railways  from 
Albany  to  Bultalo,  between  which  places  there  will 
soon  be  a continuous  line  completed.  The  same  en- 
tei prise  and  capital  will,  ere  many  years  shall  have 
elapsed,  continue  the  same  line  across  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  to  Sr.  Louis,  in  case  the  funds  required 
for  the  work  are  not  furnished  by  the  states  on  the 
route. 

St.  Louis  owes  its  present  prosperity  to  neither 
manufactories  nor  rail  roads,  for  it  has  scarce  a dol- 
lar expended  in  either. 

Its  progress  has  been  accelerated  mainly  by  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  emigrants  who  have  over- 
spread the  prairies  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa — who  have  come  here  for  the  sale  of  their 
agricultural  and  mining  productions,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise.  The  increase  of  this  city  in 
wealth  and  population,  within  the  past  ten  years,  is 
scarcely  paralleled.  In  1831,  the  population  of  the 
city  and  suburbs  was  estimated  at  6,000.  The  num- 
ber of  buildings  recently  commenced  is  very  great. 


and  the  value  of  those  in  course  of  completion  will 
exceed  a million  and  a half  of  dollars. 

The  trade  between  this  city  and  Boston  is  greater 
and  the  connexion  more  intimate,  than  is  generally 
imagined.  The  various  staple  articles  of  export 
from  Boston,  including  domestic  goods,  boots  and 
shoes,  oil,  candles,  &c.  required  for  this  market,  and 
which  are  forwarded  from  here  for  the  upper  coun- 
try, cannot  fall  short  of  two  millions  of  dollars. 

We  shall  close  these  remarks  with  a comparative 
statement  of  the  value  of  western  productions  ship- 


New  York. 

Boston. 

Tobacco, 

560,000 

160,000 

Cotton, 

1,880,000 

2,219,000 

Flour, 

228,000 

156,000 

Pork, 

270,000 

322,000 

Bacon, 

119,000 

50,000 

Lard, 

36,000 

149,000 

Beef, 

3,200 

11,000 

Corn, 

15,000 

12,000 

Lead, 

270,000 

253,000 

Total, 

$3,371,000 

3,334,000 

The  cotton  crop.  The  Charleston  Mercury 
has  the  following  article  on  this  subject: 

It  is  important  that  a few  tacts  should  be  placed 
before  our  readers  in  reference  to  the  present  crop 
There  is  a universal  belief  at  the  south  that  the 
supply  of  cotton  this  year  will  be  less  than  that  of 
the  last,  and  among  the  planters  it  is  confidently 
affirmed  that  the  crop  will  be  less  than  for  several 
years.  We  ourselves  incline  to  this  last  opinion. 
It  will  be  asked,  then,  if  such  be  the  case,  why  has 
not  the  price  risen?  We  answer,  the  market  has 
not  yet  felt  the  deficiency,  and  in  truth,  to  the  ex 
| porters  and  consumers  of  cotton,  the  fact  of  defi- 
ciency is  not  yet  apparent.  They  will  not  trouble 
themselves  in  advance,  however  much  the  planters 
may  and  must,  when  they  see  one-half  their  store- 
houses empty. 

The  manufacturers  feel  it  not,  because  the  old 
stock  in  their  seaports  is  very  large,  considerably 
more  than  it  was  last  year,  and  they  have  besides 
been  tempted  by  the  low  price  of  the  article,  to 
lay  by  considerable  in  advance  of  their  consump- 
tion. The  troubled  condition  of  Europe,  render- 
ing it  hazardous  to  depend  on  the  continuance  of 
peaceable  commercial  relations;  the  increase  of 
taxes  and  the  absorption  of  vast  sums  of  money  in 
public  loans  for  warlike  preparations,  have  had  no 
little  influence  in  checking  manufactures,  by  in- 
creasing the  demand  for  money,  and  have  added 
panic  to  the  actual  restraints  on  business.  The 
consumption  would  undoubtedly  be  considerably 
less  than  in  quieter  times. 

The  exporters  of  cotton  have  not  yet  felt  any 
deficiency.  The  slock  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1840,  in  all  the  southern  ports  and  N.  York 
and  Philadelphia,  was  51,000  bales — same  time  in 
1839,  it  was  43,650.  The  receipts  since  that,  by 
the  latest  prices  current,  in  New  Orleans,  Mobile, 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  have  been  1-33,000 
bales — same  time  last  year  only  125,300.  The  en- 
tire supply  in  the  market,  then,  since  the  first  Oc- 
tober, has  been  20,000  bales  greater  than  for  the 
same  period  of  last  year,  when  the  crop  was  the 
greatest  ever  known.  There  is  besides  this,  the 
further  and  important  fact  that  the  southern,  banks 
are  generally  preparing  to  resume  cash  payments, 
which  can  never  be  done  without  somewhat  in- 
creasing the  value  and  the  demand  for  money. 

We  trust  we  have  fully  accounted  for  all  the  pre- 
sent depression  in  the  cotton  market,  and  it  now  , 
behooves  us  to  account  for  the  opinion  we  confi- 1 
dently  express  that  the  supply  of  the  year  will  be  j 
seriously  deficient.  The  mere  fact  of  a certain 
quantity  of  cotton  coming  early  to  market,  proves 
nothing  as  to  what  remains  behind.  A short  crop 
is  soon  prepared  for  market,  and  for  that  very  rea- 
son is  likely  to  arrive  early.  If  the  planter  has  but 
little  to  sell,  the  necessity  will  be  the  greater  to 
realize  the  proceeds  of  that  little  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. Increased  facilities  for  getting  to  market,  in 
the  gradually  improving  condition  of  the  country, 
have  some  influence. 

But  the  most  important  fact  is  that  last  year  the 
yellow  fever  prevailed  to  a frightful  extent  in  the 
ports  of  the  whole  cotton  growing  region,  not  even 
excepting  Texas,  which  undoubtedly  seriously  re- 
tarded the  bringing  of  the  crop  to  market.  This 
year  the  southern  cities  have  been  all  healthy. 
Mobile  is  the  strongest  case  In  point.  Up  to  the 
7th  inst.  the  receipts  of  cotton  in  that  port  have 
been  nearly  three  times  as  great  as  in  the  same  time 
last  year.  It  should  be  remembered,  too,  that 
wherever  the  worm  has  committed  its  ravages,  the 
destruction  has  fallen  not  upon  the  earliest,  but 
upon  the  latest  part  of  the  produce  of  the  plant, 
which  still  farther  confirms  our  supposition  that  the 


abundant  supply  during  the  early  part  of  the  sea- 
son, is  no  evidence  of  a continued  abundance 
through  the  year. 

Lastly  in  reference  to  that  part  of  the  planting 
region  more  immediately  under  our  own  observa- 
tion, we  know  that  the  crop  has  been  very  deficient, 
and  we  have  in  the  publications  of  agricultural  so- 
cieties and  the  statements  of  intelligent  observers 
throughout  the  cotton  states,  convincing  evidence 
that  the  same  is  true  of  the  crop  generally,  and  we 
have  gone  into  these  statements  more  for  the  sake 
of  explaining  the  apparent  contradiction  between 
the  present  aspect  of  the  market  and  the  assumed 
deficiency  of  production,  than  from  any  the  least 
doubt  of  the  reality  of  such  deficiency.  That  the 
actual  failure  of  the  crop  may  be  to  a small  extent 
made  up  by  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  laud 
planted,  i3  true,  but  only  to  a small  extent, 

the  army. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  Florida, 

Fort  King,  Nov.  15,  1840. 

Sir:  Early  this  morning,  I was  informed  by  the 
Arkansas  delegation,  that  some  of  the  prisoners  iu 
camp  had  disappeared  during  the  night.  On  send- 
ing out  to  the  Indian  encampment,  it  was  discovered 
that  all  the  Indians  had  gone. 

Thus  has  ended  all  our  well  grounded  hopes  of 
bringing  the  war  to  a close  by  pacific  measures; 
confident  in  the  resources  of  the  country,  the  enemy 
will  hold  out  to  the  last,  and  can  never  be  induced 
to  come  in  again. 

But  the  day  before  yesterday  the  chiefs  not  only 
expressed  a willingness  but  a desire  to  emigrate  to 
the  w’est.  Acting  up  in  full  faith  to  the  promises  I 
had  made  to  them,  their  conduct  is  only  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  faithless  disposition  which  has  ever 
characterized  them. 

The  partial  delay  caused  by  the  armistice  has  not 
tended  to  the  injury  of  the  operations  in  Florida, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  been  conducive  to  the  health  of 
the  three  regiments  which  have  suffered  so  severely 
— they  will  now  be  enabled  to  take  the  field  in  lar- 
ger force. 

Immediately  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  Indians, 
orders  were  transmitted  to  commanders  of  regiments 
to  put  their  troops  in  motion,  and  before  this  com- 
munication reaches  you,  they  will  be  scouting  in 
every  direction. 

Having  left  nothing  unattempted  with  the  means 
in  my  power,  I shall  now  press  the  war  with  in- 
creased energy,  and  hope  soon  to  apprise  the  depart- 
ment of  the  capture  or  destruction  of  some  of  the 
enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of  the  or- 
der issued  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  W.  K.  Armistead, 

Brig.  gen.  com.  army  of  Florida. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  sec.  of  war,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Among  the  passengers  by  the  British  Queen,  ar- 
rived at  New  York  from  London,  we  notice  the  fol- 
low ing  names: 

Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Washington,  from  a mission  to 
Beilin:  inajor=  jja^erand  Wade,  captains  Hugeramj 
Mordecai,  of  the  United  States  army;  and  professor 
Bartlett,  of  West  Point. 

The  National  Intelligencer  says:  These  officers  of 
the  army  were  sent  to  Europe  last  spring  by  the 
war  department  as  a commission  to  visit  and  report 
upon  the  military  establishments  of  Europe.  They 
are  understood  to  have  been  in  England,  France, 
Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweeden  and  Russia.  Their 
reception  by  the  emperor  Nicholas  is  represented  to 
have  been  particularly  flattering.  The  day  after 
their  arrival  in  St.  Petersburg,  he  was  pleased  to 
invite  them  to  assist  at  a grand  review  of  the  impe- 
rial guards  at  Czarskesselo,  where  they  remained  as 
bis  guests  for  several  days. 

THE  NAVY. 

A court  martial,  composed  of  commodore  Shu; 
brick,  president;  captains  Morgan,  Conner,  Yoor- 
hees,  Geisinger,  McKeever  and  McCauley,  con- 
vened on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Delaware  at  Norfolk 
on  the  23d  inst. 

The  Ohio,  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line,  appeared  off 
Smyrna  the  6th,  and  anchored.  The  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  says:  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Paulding  has  or- 
dered the  Ohio  home,  at  the  request  of  commodore 
Hull. 

The  U.  S.  corvette  Caijene,  capt.  W.  B.  Latimer, 
arrived  there  from  Jaffa  on  the  24th  ult. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian,  commodore  Wilkin- 
son, bound  to  the  West  Indies,  went  to  sea  from 
Hampton  Roads  on  the  20th  inst. 

The  sloop  of  war  Levant,  commander  Smoot, 
bound  to  the  West  Indies,  dropped  down  from  the 
navy  yard  to  the  anchorage  off  the  naval  hospital. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Boston,  commander 
Long,  was  to  have  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  20th 
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for  (he  East  Indies,  to  join  the  squadron.  She 
will  touch  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  from  thence  ac- 
company the  Constellation. 

The  V.  S.  frigate  Constellation.  The  following 
is  a list  of  the  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Constellation,  about  to  sail  from  Boston  for  the 
East  India  station: 

Captain — George  Storer,  esq. 

Lieutenants — Thomas  Petigru,  Richard  A.  Jones, 
Henry  Pinckney,  Theodore  Bailey,  jr.  M.  G.  L. 
Claiborne. 

Acting  master — Levin  Handy. 

Surgeon — Stephen  Rapalje. 

Pursur — Nathaniel  Wilson. 

Lieutenant  of  marines — John  G.  Reynolds. 

Assistant  surgeons — J.  W.  B.  Greennow,  John 
H.  Wright. 

Passed  midshipmen — George  J.  Wyche,  James 
L.  Parker,  Isaac  N.  Browne. 

Professor  of  mathematics— A.  G.  Pendleton. 

Captain’s  clerk — Samuel  Storer. 

Midshipmen — W.  H.  Montgomery,  John  Mat- 
thews, jr.  J.  C.  Beaumont,  A.  W.  Stebbins,  J.  C. 
Richardson,  James  Wilcoxson,  Earl  English,  John 
Walcutt,  Homer  C.  Blake,  James  Wiley,  Charles 
Waddell,  Garrett  V.  Denniston,  William  Grenville 
Temple,  R.  Morris  McArran. 

Acting  boatswain — Thomas  Tyler. 

Acting  gunner — Daniel  James. 

Carpenter — William  E.  Sheffield. 

Sailmaker — John  Heckle. 

The  Enterprise.  Capf.  Stevenson,  of  the  barque 
Globe,  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  reports  that  the  U. 
S.  schooner  Enterprise,  lieut.  com.  Ellery,  had  cap- 
tured a short  time  previous  to  the  Globe’s  leaving 
Pernambuco,  in  the  harbor  of  Bahai,  a piratical 
brig,  under  American  colors,  the  captain  of  w'hich 
escaped  on  shore;  the  brig  had  been  sent  in  charge 
of  a prize  lieutenant  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  con- 
demnation. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Election  returns — Official.  The  following  is  the 
official  vote  for  the  several  counties  in  Maine,  for 
the  electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  as 
counted  by  the  governor  and  council. 


COUNTIES. 

Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

Abolition. 

York, 

4,785 

5,725 

4 

Cumberland, 

6,790 

6,438 

28 

Lincoln, 

6,286 

5,188 

14 

Hancock, 

2,434 

2,509 

0 

Washington, 

2,357 

2,235 

9 

Kennebeck, 

6,905 

3,521 

43 

Oxford, 

2,932 

4,800 

19 

Somerset, 

3,684 

2,597 

21 

Penobscot, 

4,333 

4,445 

4 

Waldo, 

2,694 

5.069 

3 

Piscataquis, 

1,275 

1,136 

27 

Franklin, 

1,848 

2,058 

22 

Arostook, 

289 

4S0 

0 

46,612 

46,201 

46,201 

194 

Majority, 
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All  the  towns  in  the  state  were  returned.  The 
votes  returned  from  the  town  of  Kingsbury  were 
not  counted — the  selectmen  having  neglected  to 
give  notice  of  the  meeting. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  convened  on  Wednes- 
day, appointed  the  usual  committees,  and  received 
the  message  of  governor  Page.  On  Thursday  the 
two  houses  met  in  convention,  -and  the  secretary 
brought  in  the  votes  for  electors.  The  convention 
was  occupied  during  the  day  in  reading  and  record- 
ing the  returns,  after  which  the}-  were  referred  to  a 
committee.  Governor  Page’s  message  commences 
with  an  eulogy  on  the  sub-tieasury.  It  then  notices 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank  commissioners,  and 
some  remarks  upon  the  state  prison,  upon  the  judi- 
ciary, and  upon  the  proposed  hospital  for  the  insane, 
and  closes  with  some  notice  of  the  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  state.  The  first  annual  report  of  the 
geologist,  Dr.  Jackson,  is  expected  in  the  course  of 
the  coming  winter.  [ Courier . 

NEW  YORK. 

We  publish  to-day  the  official  canvass  of  the 
votes  given  in  this  state  for  electors,  governor,  se- 
nators and  congressmen.  The  grand  results  are  as 
follows:  [■ Albany  Evening  Journal. 

' Whole  number  of  votes  for  president,  438,331 
f‘  “ governor,  438,720 
« ft  “ senators,  439,555 
<«  f‘  congressmen,  438,481 

Harrison,  . . . 225,812  votes. 

Seward,  ....  222,010  “ 

Harrison  senators,  . . 223,648  “ 

Harrison  congressmen.  . . 223,831  “ 


212.519  votes. 

216,710 

U 

215,907 

( £ 

214,650 

tC 

13,293 

CC 

5,300 

<c 

7,741 

<C 

9,181 

<c 

Van  Buren,  . 

Bouck, 

Van  Buren  senators,  . 

Van  Buren  congressmen, 

Harrison’s  majority,  . 

Seward’s 

Whig  majority  on  senators,  . 

Whig  majority  on  congressmen, 

The  vote  on  senators  and  congressmen  may  be 
considered  the  lair  test  of  the  strength  of  both  par- 
ties. 

Average  vote  for  Harrison  senators  and  congress- 
men, 223,739. 

Average  vote  for  Vail  Buren  senators  and  con- 
gressmen, 215,278. 

Gen.  Harrison  runs  ahead  of  the  Harrison  sena- 
tors and  congressmen,  2,073. 

Gov.  Seward  runs  behind  the  Harrison  senators 
and  congressmen,  1,729. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  runs  behind  the  Van  Buren  sena- 
tors and  congressmen,  2,759. 

Mr.  Bouck  runs  ahead  of  the  Van  Buren  sena- 
tors and  congressmen.  1,432. 

Although  Mr.  Bouek’s  excess  over  the  average 
of  his  ticket  is  not  as  great  by  641  as  that  of  gen. 
Harrison  over  his,  and  although  Mr.  Van  Buren 
runs  behind  the  average  of  his  ticket  1,034  votes 
more  than  governor  Seward  does  behind  his,  the 
most  obvious  method  of  approximating  to  a correct 
average  result  of  the  election  would  be  to  compare 
candidates  who  run  ahead  of  their  ticket  with  each 
other,  and  in  like  manner  candidates  who  run  be- 
hind It  is  thus  ascertained  that 

Harrison’s  majority  over  Bouck  is  9,102 
Seward’s  majority  over  Van  Buren  is  9,491 
Election  returns  for  1840—  official. 


President. 


Governor. 


Harrison.  V.  B. 

Seward. 

Bouck 

Albany, 

6,371 

5,944 

6,233 

6,041 

Alleghany, 

4,132 

3,382 

4,079 

3,442 

Broome, 

2,395 

2,131 

2,385 

2,195 

Cattaraugus, 

2,966 

2,475 

2,922 

2,546 

Cayuga, 

5,172 

4,864 

5,066 

4.963 

Chautauque, 

5,985 

3,345 

5,755 

3,485 

Chemung, 

1,698 

2,296 

1,669 

2,330 

Chenango, 

4,386 

3,995 

4,316 

4,077 

Clinton, 

2,023 

1,828 

2,006 

1,848 

Columbia, 

4,290 

4,478 

4,272 

4,517 

Cortland, 

2,664 

2,229 

2,639 

2,262 

Delaware, 

2,9S8 

3,847 

2,916 

3,921 

Dutchess, 

5,355 

5,362 

5,306 

5,424 

Erie, 

6,787 

3,687 

6,633 

3,828 

Essex, 

2,617 

1,789 

2,599 

1,815 

Franklin, 

1,440 

1,110 

1,426 

1,141 

Fulton  StHamil 

n,  2,087 

1,867 

2,046 

1,907 

Genesee, 

7,057 

3,809 

6,969 

3,908 

Greene, 

2,991 

3,258 

2,959 

3,326 

Herkimer, 

3,118 

4,350 

3,078 

4,423 

Jefferson, 

6,257 

5,630 

6,196 

5,736 

Kings, 

3,293 

3,156 

3,209 

3,203 

Lewis, 

1,718 

1,755 

1,697 

1,779 

Livingston, 

3,916 

2,634 

3,877 

2,680 

Madison, 

4,266 

4,114 

4,190 

4,196 

Monroe, 

6,468 

4,834 

6,439 

4,894 

Montgomery, 

2,828 

3,298 

2,745 

3,378 

New  York, 

20,956 

21,933 

20.037 

22,285 

Niagara, 

2,964 

2,219 

2,918 

2,290 

Oneida, 

7,156 

7,768 

7,103 

7,898 

Onondaga, 

6,557 

6,561 

6,509 

6.65S 

Ontario, 

4,828 

3,451 

4,786 

3,490 

Orange, 

4,371 

4,845 

4,315 

4,898 

Orleans, 

2,606 

2,031 

2,579 

2,082 

Oswego, 

4,192 

3,907 

4,101 

4,024 

Otsego, 

4,856 

5,580 

4,762 

5,690 

Putnam, 

920 

1,583 

912 

1,593 

Queens, 

2,522 

2,550 

2,487 

2 579 

Rensselaer, 

5,752 

5,424 

5.6S8 

5,511 

Richmond, 

903 

861 

8S7 

874 

Rockland, 

637 

1,657 

628 

1,673 

St.  Lawrence, 

4,803 

4,751 

4,775 

4,821 

Saratoga, 

4,416 

3,873 

4,309 

3,970 

Schenectady, 

1,752 

1,579 

1,699 

1,644 

Schoharie, 

2,692 

3,137 

2,712 

3,544 

Seneca, 

2,466 

2,472 

2,411 

2,527 

Steuben, 

4,081 

4.820 

4,007 

4,896 

Suffolk, 

2,415 

3,482 

2,376 

3,518 

Sullivan, 

1,475 

1,679 

1,469 

1,687 

Tioga, 

1,925 

2,180 

1,900 

2,203 

Tompkins, 

3,968 

3,557 

3,903 

3,632 

Ulster, 

4,491 

4,280 

4,458 

4,312 

Warren, 

1,306 

1,411 

1,285 

1,445 

Washington, 

5,070 

3,024 

5.032 

3.067 

Wayne, 

4,309 

3,996 

4,258 

4,085 

Weschester, 

4,083 

4,354 

4,018 

4,401 

Yates, 

2,972 

2,087 

2,059 

2,145 

225,812 

212,519 

222,010 

216,710 

212,519 

216,710 

Harrison’s  mj. 

13,293 

Seward’s 

mj.  5,300 

COUNTIES. 

Harrison.  V.  B. 

Harrison. 

V.B. 

Albany, 

6,325 

6.024 

6,351 

5,973 

Alleghany, 

4,079 

3,448 

4,118 

3,436 

Broome, 

2,364 

2,182 

2,399 

2,150 

Cattaraugus, 

2,926 

2,540 

3,005 

2,399 

Cayuga, 

5,122 

4,948 

5,148 

4,935 

Chatauque, 

5,838 

3,469 

5,904 

3,390 

Chemung, 

1,674 

2,328 

1,682 

2,316 

Chenango, 

4,327 

4,074 

4,306 

4,085 

Clinton, 

2,007 

1,851 

2,017 

1,856 

Columbia, 

4,286 

4,509 

4,244 

4,499 

Cortland, 

2,650 

2,259 

2,679 

2,254 

Delaware, 

2,943 

3,907 

3,035 

3,826 

Dutchess, 

5,315 

5,423 

4,947 

5,164 

Erie, 

6,662 

3.810 

6,682 

3,742 

Essex, 

2,597 

1,804 

2,597 

1,811 

Franklin, 

1,429 

1,144 

1,431 

1,151 

Fulton  &Hamil 

n,  2,04S 

1,880 

2,030 

1,908 

Genesee, 

6,991 

3,901 

6,970 

3,881 

Greene, 

2,976 

3,317 

2,992 

3,300 

Herkimer, 

3,072 

4,368 

3,07S 

4,396 

Jefferson, 

6,203 

5,730 

6,211 

5,750 

Kings, 

3,261 

3,19S 

3,270 

3,174 

Lewis, 

1,700 

1,777 

1,696 

1.7S6 

Livingston, 

3,S85 

2,6S3 

3.856 

2,660 

Madison, 

4,204 

4.1SS 

4 255 

4,144 

Monroe, 

6,435 

4.902 

6,052 

5,092 

Montgomery, 

2,786 

3,351 

2,702 

3,433 

New  York, 

20,695 

22,172 

20,889 

21,866 

Niagara, 

2,925 

2,218 

2,952 

2,245 

Oneida, 

7,126 

7,814 

7,194 

7,802 

Onondaga, 

6,548 

6,635 

6,5S6 

6,620 

Ontario, 

4,791 

3,490 

4,800 

3,457 

Orange, 

4,326 

4,863 

4,342 

4,867 

Orleans, 

2,579 

2,081 

2,572 

2,064 

Oswego, 

4,121 

4,011 

4,153 

4,004 

Otsego, 

4,785 

5,676 

4,831 

5,612 

Putnam, 

915 

1,591 

912 

1,583 

Queens, 

2,500 

2,577 

2.497 

2,564 

Rensselaer, 

5,706 

5,501 

5,732 

5,466 

Richmond, 

890 

876 

835 

867 

Rockland, 

623 

1,673 

625 

1,666 

St.  Lawrence, 

4,779 

4,819 

4,827 

4,797 

Saratoga, 

4,333 

3,948 

4,271 

4,039 

Schenectady, 

1,708 

1,636 

1,803 

1,540 

Schoharie, 

2,822 

3,440 

2,856 

3,404 

Seneca, 

2,478 

2,517 

2,464 

2,474 

Steuben, 

4,000 

4.899 

4,107 

4,810 

Suffolk, 

2,378 

3,518 

2,383 

3,505 

Sullivan, 

1,477 

1,685 

1,475 

1,681 

Tioga, 

1,923 

2,189 

1,921 

2,191 

Tompkins, 

3,922 

3,628 

2,963 

3.607 

Ulster, 

4,470 

4,316 

4,455 

4,326 

Warren, 

1,286 

1,438 

1,292 

1,440 

Washington, 

5,054 

3,060 

4,996 

3,061 

Wayne, 

4,275 

4,078 

4,285 

4,076 

Westchester, 

4,040 

4,402 

4,043 

4,366 

Yate3, 

2,063 

2,141 

2,063 

2,139 

223,648 

215,907 

223,831 

214,650 

215,907 

214,650 

Whig  maj.  } 

7,741 

Maj.  on 

\ 9,1S4 

on  senators,  5 

congress, 

Legislature  for  1841. 

The  following  is 

a com- 

plete  list  of  the  members  of  the  legislature.  The 
senators  given  in  italics  are  new  members.  Those 
designated  in  the  same  way  in  the  assembly  are 
members  of  the  present  house,  and  those  marked 
with  a * whigs: 

Senate. 

First  district — Gillian  C.  Verplanck,*  Gabriel 
Furman,*  Minthorne  Tompkins,  John  B.  Scott. 

Second  district — Henry  A.  Livingston,*  Danie^ 
Johnson,  John  Hunter,  Robert  Dennison. 

Third  district — Friend  Humphery,*  Alonzo  C. 
Paige,  Erastus  Root,*  Henry  IV.  Strong. 

Fourth  district — Martin  Lee,*  Bethuel  Peck,* 
James  G.  Hopkins,*  John  TV.  Taylor.* 

Fifth  district — Avery  Skinner,  Jos.  Clark,  Sum- 
ner Ely,  Henry  A.  Foster. 

Sixth  district — Laurens  Hull,*  Alvah  Hunt,*  An- 
drew B.  Dickinson,*  Nehemiah  Platt.* 

Seventh  district — Jno.  Maynard,*  R.  C.  Nichols,* 
Mark  H.  Sibley,*  Elijah  Rhodes .* 

Eighth  district — Win.  A.  Mosley,*  Henry  Haw- 
kins,* Abram  Dixon,*  Samuel  Works* 

Assembly. 

Albany — Henry  G.  Wheaten,*  Francis  Lansing,* 
Aaron  Houghtaling.* 

Alleghany — Lorenzo  Dana,*  Horace  Hunt.* 
Broome — Gideon  Hotchkiss.* 

Cattaraugus — Alonzo  Hawley,*  Chester  Howe.* 
Cayuga — John  TV.  McFadden,*  Osman  Rhodes,* 
Darius  Adams.* 

Chautauque — Geo.  A.  French,*  Robertson  White- 
side,*  Benjamin  Douglass.* 

Chenango — Calvin  Cole,*  Eber  Diramick,  Ben- 
son H.  Wheeler.* 
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Clinton — George  M.  Beckwith.* 

Cortland — Lovel  G.  Mickles.*  Nathan  Heaton.* 
Chemung — Jefferson  B.  Clark. 

Columbia — Win.  C.  Mandeville,  John  Millham, 
Waterman  Lipitt. 

Delaware — C.  Knapp,  S.  H.  Keeler. 

Dutchess — Jonathan  Akin,  John  Thompson,  Ed- 
mund Eltnendorf. 

Erie — Seth  E.  Hawley,*  Stephen  Osborn,*  Carlos 
Emmons.* 

Essex — George  A.  Simmons  .* 

Franklin — John  S.  Eldredge* 

Fulton — Jameison  S.  Waid.* 

Genesee — John  Brownson,*  Isaac  N.  Stoddard,* 
David  Scott,*  Samuel  Richmond.* 

Greene — Turhand  K.  Cook,  Daniel  G.  Quacken- 
bush. 

Herkimer — Arphaxed  Loomis,  Michael  Hoffman. 
Jefferson — W.  C.  Pierpont,*  Win.  McAllister,* 
Joseph  Webb.* 

Kings — Jeremiah  Johnson,*  Wm.  Conselyea.* 
Livingston — R.  P.  Wisner,*  Augustus  Gibbs.* 
Lewis — Eliphalet  Seam. 

Madison — Seneca  B.  Burchard,*  Oliver  Pool,* 
Daniel  Van  Vieck.* 

Montgomery — Reuben  Howe,  Daniel  F.  Nellis. 
Monroe — Alexander  Kelsey,*  Lucius  Lilley,* 
Enoch  Strong. 

Niagara — Peter  B.  Porter,  jr.*  Francis  O.  Pratt.* 
New  York — Edmund  J.  Porter,  Paul  Grout,  D. 
R.  F.  Jones,  Wm.  B.  Maclay,  William  McMurray, 
Conrad  Swackhainmer,  Solomon  Towsend , C.  H. 
Bryson,  J.  L.  O’Sullivan,  Norman  Hicok,  George 
Wier,  A.  B.  Davis,  Absalom  A.  Miller. 

Ontario — Alvah  Worden,*  DanielRobinson,*E!i- 
sha  Mills.* 

Orleans — Richard  W.  Gates.* 

Oswego — Wm.  Duer,*  E.  B.  Judson.* 

Oneida — Luke  Hitchcock,  Joseph  Hallock,  Cal- 
vin Dawley,  Nathaniel  Odell. 

Onondaga — MosesD.  Burnett, David  Munro,Wm. 
Taylor,  Win.  Fuller. 

Change — Guleon  W.  Cock,  Lewis  Cuddeback, 
Robert  Sly. 

Otsego — Levi  S.  Cha/Jield,  Joel  Gillet,  Olcott 
Chamberiain. 

Putnam — 

Queens — John  W.  Lawrence. 

Rensselaer — W.  H.  Van  Schoonhoven,*  Claudius 
Moflit,*  John  Tilley. 

Richmond — Israel  Oakley.* 

Rockland — Edward  D.  Noyelles. 

Saratoga — Abijah  Peck,  jr.*  Jesse  H.  Mead.* 
Schenectady — Abraham  Peano.* 

Schoharie — Nicholas  Beekman,  Jacob  C.  Skill- 
man. 

Seneca — Daniel  Holman. 

Steuben — Andrew  G.  Chatfield,  Wm.  S.  Hubbel, 
Samuel  A.  Johnson. 

Suffolk — Alanson  Seaman,  Josiah  C.  Dayton. 
Sullivan — Wm.  F.  Broadhead. 

St.  Lawrence — Zenas  Clark,  Solomon  Pratt. 
Tompkins — Levi  Hubbel,*  Alpha  H.  Shaw.* 
Tioga — Washington  Smith. 

Ulster — Geo.  G.  Graham,*  Conrad  Broadhead.* 
Washington — E.  D.  Culver,*  Reuben  Skinner.* 
Warren — George  Sanlord. 

Westchester — Horatio  Lockwood,  Joseph  T.  Car- 
penter. 

Wayne — Esbon  Blackmar,*  John  M.  Holley.* 
Yates— Hearman  Chapman. 

66  Whigs — 62  Van  Buren. 

The  canal  trade.  Flour  continues  to  come  down 
in  large  quantities  and  the  stock  in  store  is  heavier 
than  usual.  The  up  freights  have  mostly  been  for- 
warded. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  adjourned  on  the 
14th  instant,  to  meet  again  on  the  12th  January  next. 
On  the  13th  in  joint  meeting,  Isaac  Southard  was 
elected  state  treasurer  and  Samuel  R.  Guramere 
clerk  in  chancery,  and  various  other  county  ap- 
pointments were  made. 

Proposed  bonfires,  beacon  lights,  fyc.  &c.  on  revolu- 
tionary grounds,  in  imitation  of  the  xvhigs  of  the  revo- 
lution. The  whigs  of  New  Jersey  have  started  a 
new  idea  for  celebrating  the  great  whig  victory. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  the  day  on 
which  the  British  army,  with  their  Hessian  and  re- 
fugee allies  evacuated  New  York,  it  is  proposed  to 
have  a line  of  large  bonfires  on  the  prominent  pro- 
jecting points  of  high  ground,  from  the  highlands 
of  the  Hudson  river,  near  Jersey  city,  across  the 
state  to  the  Delaware  near  Trenton,  and  extending 
north  and  south  through  the  central  and  other  parts 
of  the  state,  according  to  the  circumstances  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground. 

Among  the  most  prominent  points  selected  on  the 
east  and  west  line,  through  this  part  of  the  state, 
says  the  Princeton  Whig,  we  have  heard  mention  of 


Washington  Rock,  near  Bound  Brook,  and  the  north- 
eastern point  of  Sourland  mountain  in  Somerset 
county — the  highest  points  of  Rocky  Hill,  within 
a few  miles  of  this  place,  some  high  points  near 
Pennington — back  of  Springfield,  in  Essex  coun- 
ty— near  Patterson,  Hackensack  and  Jersey  city,  in 
Passaic,  Bergen  and  Hudson  counties. 

One  of  the  cheapest  and  easiest  plans  proposed 
for  making  a tall  fire,  is  to  select  a suitable  tree,  or 
plant  a pole  some  30  or  40  feet  high,  around  which 
light  wood  or  brush  may  be  piled  nearly  to  the  top, 
on  which  may  be  placed  a crate  filled  with  shavings 
or  other  combustible  materials.  Shavings  or  straw 
might  also  be  used  to  fill  the  space  between  the  light 
wood  and  the  pole  all  the  way  from  the  ground  up 
by  placing  a few  gallons  of  tar  in  the  crate  on  the 
top  of  the  whole,  as  it  runs  down  while  the  pile  is 
consuming  a splendid  light  may  be  kept  up  half  an 
hour  or  more.  All  the  piles  should  be  set  on  fire 
precisely  at  seven  o’clock,  to  produce  the  greatest 
effect. 

At  a meeting  held  in  Trenton,  A.  Parsons,  chair- 
man, and  R.  E.  Horner,  secretary,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  friends 
in  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  other  sister  states, 
to  answer  the  beacon  lights  of  liberty  and  reform 
which  will  stream  from  the  hill  tops  of  freedom  in 
New  Jersey,  by  a corresponding  evidence  of  joy 
from  their  respective  mountain  peaks,  and  thereby 
illuminate  the  land,  and  make  glad  the  hearts  of  nu- 
merous freemen,  which  beat  in  unison  with  us  in 
consequence  of  our  recent  triumph  over  oppression, 
misrule  and  tyranny,  of  which  New  Jersey  was 
singled  out  as  the  devoted  victim. 

New  Jersey  has  a right  to  rejoice  and  cry  aloud. 
She  has  a right  to  ask  others  too  to  rejoice  with  her. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Lehigh  coal  trade,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  has 
closed  for  the  season.  The  final  shipments  from 
the  M'aucTTChunk  wharves  were  made  on  Saturday 
week;  the  cars  on  the  rail  road  ceased  their  trips  on 
Thursday,  and  the  mules  were  despatched  for  their 
winter  quarters.  During  the  season  4,738  boats 
were  despatched  with  220,671  tons  of  coal.  In  the 
trade  of  the  present  season  the  shipments  fall  short 
about  40,000  of  1839,  and  about  50,000  short  of 
each  of  the  preceding  years.  The  Buck  mountain 
coal  company  completed  their  preparations  last 
week,  and  loaded  their  first  boat  with  “black  dia- 
mond.” This  company  will  add  some  20,000  tons 
to  the  Mauch  Chunk  trade  next  season. 

The  policy  of  the  democratic  party.  The  most 
important  as  well,  probably,  as  the  most  diffi- 
cult thing  to  be  done  is  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
may  serve  in  the  most  distant  manner  to  create  dis- 
affection in  our  ranks.  We  have  now  gloriously  tri- 
umphed both  in  the  state  and  the  union,  and  nothing 
is  wanted  but  for  us  to  pursue  a firm  but  cautious, 
prudent  course  to  maintain  our  ascendency.  The 
first  thing  that  will  probably  receive  the  attention 
of  our  party  will  be  to  select  from  the  hundred  good 
men  and  true  who  belong  to  it,  a suitable  candidate 
for  our  next  governor.  In  urging  the  claims  of  dif- 
ferent individuals,  the  great  danger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed is  that  each  one  will  adhere  to  his  favorite  can- 
didate with  a tenacity  that  will  make  it  difficult  for 
him  to  give  up  for  another.  This  is  the  rock  upon 
which  there  is  always  danger  of  splitting  unless 
every  consideration  is  laid  aside  but  the  public  good. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  press  from  different  parts 
of  the  state  in  naming  candidates  who  are  the  pre- 
ference of  their  section,  w ill  do  it  with  patriotic  de- 
termination to  strip  themselves  of  every  selfish 
personal  consideration,  and  resolve  cheerfully  and 
with  a whole  heart  to  lend  his  support  to  whomever 
the  duly  authorised  agents  of  the  people  shall  con- 
sider most  likely  to  unite  every  interest  of  the  state. 
Let  this  be  done,  and  our  party  will  go  on  from 
victory  to  victory  ami  our  principles  will  be  perpe- 
tuated. [ Harrisburg  Chronicle. 

MARYLAND. 

Annapolis.  The  following  is  the  census  of  the 
ancient  city — as  compared  with  the  census  of  1830. 


1830. 

1840. 

White  males, 

799 

807 

“ females. 

783 

908 

- .. 

— 

Increase  133. 

1,582 

1,715 

Free  colored  males, 

183 

240 

“ “ females. 

275 

346 

— 

— 

Increase  128. 

453 

586 

Slaves,  males. 

235 

176 

“ females, 

363 

318 

— 

— 

Decrease  104. 

598 

484 

Total  increase  of  colored  24. 


Increase  of  whites 
“ colored 


133 

24 


Total,  157 

There  are  between  the  age  of  50  and  100  years 
66  white  males, 

96  “ females, 

35  colored  males, 

133  “ females. 

Total,  330 

Electoral  election.  We  derive  the  following  table 
from  the  Sun.  In  the  table  Annapolis  is  reckoned 
in  Anne  Arundel  county. 
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VIRGINIA. 

James  river  canal.  We  learn  from  the  Richmond 
Whig  that  this  work  has  been  completed  to  Lynch- 
burg. On  Wednesday  last  the  president  and  direc- 
tors left  Richmond  in  an  elegant  packet  boat,  to 
traverse  the  entire  line  to  Lynchburg. 
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Death  of  professor  Davis.  A letter  from  Char- 
lottsville  to  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Whig,  an- 
nounces the  melancholy  fact  of  the  death  of  pro- 
fessor Davis.  He  died  on  Saturday  from  the  pistol 
shot  he  received  on  the  Thursday  previous.  The 
letter  referred  to  gives  the  following  particulars  of 
his  death: — “The  12th  of  November  is  the  anniver- 
sary of  a celebrated  rebellion  which  took  place  in 
the  university  some  three  or  four  years  ago.  On 
Thursday  night  last,  the  12th,  there  were  only  two 
or  three  who  could  be  found  to  commemorate  the 
event.  They  went  forth  about  9 o’clock  at  night, 
armed  with  pistols  and  disguised  with  masks,  &c. 
After  making  a good  deal  of  noise  upon  the  lawn  of 
the  university,  they  approached  professor  Davis’ 
residence,  with  the  design,  as  he  believed,  to  insult 
him.  He  went  out  with  the  view  of  discovering 
who  they  were.  He  immediately  came  upon  a very 
small  person,  who  had  a mask  on,  and  who  was 
otherwise  disguised.  He  approached  him,  and 
reached  out  his  hand  to  unmask  him.  The  indivi- 
dual, without  uttering  a word,  stepped  back  one  or 
two  paces,  and  fired  the  fatal  shot.  Thus  has  been 
cut  down,  in  the  vigor  of  intellect  and  the  prime  of 
manhood,  a gentleman  who  was  an  ornament  to  so- 
ciety and  the  pride  of  the  university. 

“It  is  not  yet  known  who  was  the  perpetrator  of 
this  diabolical  deed.  A student  was  arrested  yes- 
terday, and  after  examining  a great  many  witnesses, 
the  case  was  adjourned  over  till  to-morrow.  The 
evidence  against  him  thus  far,  consists  of  the  vaguest 
sort  of  suspicion.” 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

U.  S.  senators.  The  Raleigh  Register  states  that 
“the  resignations  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Strange 
have  been  sent  in  by  the  governor,  and  unanimously 
accepted  by  the  legislature,  but  that  no  movement 
had  been  made  in  either  house  towards  filling  the 
vacancies.” 

The  Richmond  Whig  states  that  Willie  P.  Man- 
gum  will  be  selected  to  fill  one  of  the  vacancies. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

A white  man  sold.  The  South  Carolina  papers 
give  the  particulars  of  a public  sale  of  a white  man 
named  Reuben  Bradley,  which  recently  took  place 
at  Camden,  in  conformity  to  a law  of  that  state.  It 
was  a case  of  bastardy,  and  he  was  not  able  to  en- 
ter into  recognizance  lor  the  support  of  the  child. 
His  wife  bid  him  off  for  one  dollar,  and,  it  was 
thought  she  got  very  badly  cheated  at  that. 

LOUISIANA. 

Returns  of  the  presidential  election  in  November,  and 
congressional  election  in  July , 1810. 

First  congressional  district. 

Parishes.  Harrison.  Van  Buren.  W.  A dm. 


3,051  maj. 


Adair, 

Allen, 

Anderson, 

Bracken, 

Bourbon, 

Boone, 

Butler, 

Bullitt, 

Barren, 

Bath, 

Breathitt, 

Breckenridgf 

Clay, 

Campbell, 

Carroll, 

Clarke, 

Christian, 

Cumberland, 

Caldwell, 

Calloway, 

Casey, 

Garter, 

Clinton, 

Daviess, 

Estill, 

Edmonson, 

Fayette, 

Franklin, 

Fleming, 

Floyd, 

Garrard, 

Greenup, 

Green, 

Grant, 

Gallatin, 

Grayson, 

Graves, 

Harrison, 

Henderson, 

Hardin, 

Harlan, 

Hickman, 

Hopkins, 

Henry, 

Hart, 

Hancock, 

Jefferson, 

Jessamine, 

Kenton, 

Knox, 

Lewis, 

Livingston, 


KENTUCKY. 

Election  returns - — official. 

Harrison.  V.  B.  Har.  mj.  V.  B.  mj. 


518 

410 


376 

377 


142 

33 


922 


182 


740 


Orleans, 

2,681  1,748  1,793 

674 

Logan, 

1,223 

213 

1,010 

St.  Bernard, 

173  91 

72 

211 

Lawrence, 

335 

123 

212 

St.  John  Baptiste, 

133  45 

136 

72 

Laurel, 

409 

96 

310 

St,  Charles, 

69  33 

IS 

46 

Mason, 

1,556 

564 

992 

St.  James, 

379  37 

408 

19 

Marion, 

698 

277 

421 

Ascension, 

218  218 

237 

186 

Mercer, 

1,145 

954 

191 

Assumption, 

280  340 

394 

182 

Madison, 

1,318 

391 

927 

Lafourche  Interior, 

538  44 

280 

22 

Montgomery, 

625 

390 

235 

Terrebonne, 

313  20 

145 

7 

Muhlenburg, 

652 

219 

433 

Jefferson, 

250  86 

272 

87 

Monroe, 

478 

187 

291 

Plaquemines, 

40  250 

10 

256 

McCracken, 

388 

264 

124 

Second  congressional  district . 

Morgan, 

260 

318 

68 

Iberville, 

204  182 

185 

168 

Meade, 

646 

151 

495 

East  Baton  Rouge, 

324  308 

308 

279 

Nelson, 

1,208 

324 

884 

West  Baton  Rouge, 

1S3  81 

165 

73 

Nicholas, 

627 

491 

136 

St.  Tammany, 

204  80 

186 

116 

Ohio, 

552 

252 

300 

Washington, 

16  maj. 

148 

136 

Owen, 

454 

541 

87 

Livingston, 

127  207 

130 

141 

Oldham, 

465 

480 

15 

St.  Helena, 

172  238 

164 

227 

Pike, 

170 

122 

48 

East  Feliciana, 

360  430 

337 

406 

Pendleton, 

357 

390 

133 

West  Feliciana, 

33  mj. 

180 

.281 

Pulaski, 

738 

354 

3S4 

Point  Coupee, 

142  134 

117 

106 

Perry, 

185 

45 

140 

Third  congressional  district. 

Russell, 

504 

77 

427 

Rapides, 

475  382 

355 

398 

Rockcastle, 

467 

22 

445 

Avoyelles, 

45  mj. 

155 

276 

Scott, 

729 

797 

68 

St.  Mary, 

308  87 

314 

86 

Shetby, 

1,570 

588 

1,002 

St.  Martins, 

360  mj. 

316 

69 

Simpson, 

453 

178 

275 

Lafayette, 

75  mj. 

288 

300 

Spencer, 

472 

300 

172 

Catahoula, 

259  231 

155 

263 

Trigg, 

455 

457 

2 

Caldwell, 

13  mj. 

35 

111 

Trimble, 

284 

404 

120 

St.  Landry,  > 

838  436 

535 

330 

Todd, 

705 

198 

507 

Calcasieu,  J 

Union, 

4S4 

419 

65 

Ouachita, 

243  130  > 

242 

261 

Woodford, 

723 

294 

429 

Union, 

3 m.  j 

Wayne, 

579 

169 

410 

Concordia, 

270  113 ) 

Whitley, 

439 

52 

378 

Madison, 

36  mj.  V 

379 

314 

Warren, 

997 

437 

560 

Carroll, 

96  114) 

Washington, 

697 

338 

359 

Claiborne, 

73  mi. 

148 

290 

Natchitoches, 

411  504  ) 

451 

58,489 

32,616 

Ceddo, 

120  mj.  j 

32,616 

10,341  6,693 

25,873 

6,693 

Total  numberof  votes,  91,105. 

The  Harrison  ma- 

jority  is  a fraction  over  28  percent,  on  the  aggregate 
vote;  the  largest  proportion  of  any  state  in  the  union 


OHIO. 

Vote  for  electors.  The  following  table  exhibits 
the  vote  received  by  each  of  the  electoral  candidates 
on  the  30th  ultimo,  as  shown  by  the  official  canvass: 
Harrison  electors. 


292 

329 

37 

William  R.  Putman, 

148,157 

712 

279 

433 

Reasin  Beall, 

148,157 

1,126 

396 

730 

Alexander  Mayhew, 

148,157 

843 

473 

370 

Henry  Harter, 

148,157 

258 

189 

69 

Aurora  Spatford, 

148,157 

465 

253 

212 

Joshua  Collett, 

148,157 

1,216 

732 

484 

Abram  Miley, 

148,157 

605 

475 

130 

Samuel  F.  Vinton, 

148,157 

159 

45 

114 

John  I.  Vanmeter, 

148,155 

939 

214 

775 

Aquilla  Toland, 

148,156 

438 

91 

347 

Perley  B.  Johnson, 

148,156 

355 

466 

111 

John  Dukes, 

148,153 

359 

220 

139 

Otho  Brashear, 

148,156 

1,001 

199 

802 

James  Raguet, 

148,157 

1,080 

591 

489 

Christopher  S.  Miller, 

148,157 

567 

79 

488 

John  Carey, 

148,157 

687 

670 

17 

David  King, 

14S,157 

201 

1,055 

854 

Storm  Rosa, 

148,157 

392 

72 

320 

John  Beatty, 

148,155 

163 

238 

65 

John  Augustine, 

148,156 

314 

122 

192 

John  Jamison, 

148,151 

690 

428 

262 

Van  Buren  electors. 

459 

155 

304 

James  Simeral, 

124,766 

209 

134 

75 

Matthias  Sheplar, 

124,773 

1,435 

596 

839 

William  Deford, 

124,778 

656 

434 

222 

John  Sherman, 

124.778 

1,142 

472 

670 

Joseph  Lewis, 

124.778 

233 

404 

171 

Ephraim  Wood, 

124,780 

1,026 

138 

888 

James  Hoagland, 

124, 7S1 

599 

268 

331 

Calvin  Ackley, 

124,759 

766 

666 

100 

Samuel  Smith, 

124,781 

354 

320 

34 

John  P.  Hambleton, 

124,743 

326 

262 

64 

Daniel  Karshner, 

124,761 

445 

206 

239 

George  W.  Sharp, 

124,776 

304 

607 

303 

John  A.  Fulton, 

124,782 

741 

694 

47 

William  Sherman, 

124,748 

616 

451 

165 

James  Cole, 

124,782 

1,342 

524 

818 

Nathan  Kelly, 

124,782 

438 

10 

428 

Chr.  Shroufe, 

124,782 

393 

684 

291 

James  B.  Cameron, 

124,669 

654 

481 

173 

John  H.  Gerard, 

124,754 

807 

845 

38 

Francis  A.  Cunningham, 

124,771 

499 

303 

196 

Benjamin  Jones, 

124,775 

214 

69 

145 

Scattering, 

181 

3,110 

1,707 

1,403 

Birney  electors. 

652 

273 

379 

James  H.  Paine, 

952 

518 

618 

100 

James  C.  Ludlow, 

891 

690 

99 

591 

All  others, 

892 

23,375 


Harrison  majority, 

MISSOURI. 

Census  of  the  county  of  St.  Louis.  The  census 
of  the  United  States  for  1S40,  will,  when  complet- 
ed, possess  the  deepest  interest,  as  presenting  in 
an  accurate  and  condensed  form,  a detailed  history 
of  the  population  of  this  wide  spread  union.  Espe- 
cially will  those  portions  which  relate  to  the  west 
and  south  arrest  attention.  Below  as  a sort  of  fore- 
taste, we  annex  some  statistical  facts  in  relation  to 
the  county  of  St.  Louis.  The  city  and  township 
of  St.  Louis  are  not  included: 

Population,  11,380 

Value  of  the  products  of  the  dairy,  $12,283 

Value  of  the  products  of  the  orchard,  18,465 

Value  of  home  made  or  family  goods,  13,495 

Value  of  produce  of  market  gardens,  20,331 

Value  of  produce  of  nurseries  and  florists,  2,025 
Live  stock. 

Number  of  horses  and  mules,  3,740 

“ “ neat  cattle,  13,193 

“ “ sheep,  8,478 

“ “ swine,  22,649 

Estimated  value  of  poultry  of  all  kinds,  $11,233 
Grain. 

Number  of  bushels  wheat,  58,677 

“ “ barley,  1,865 

“ “ oats,  91,956 

“ “ rye.  6,638 

“ “ buckwheat,  1,908 

“ “ Indian  corn,  451,144 

Vanous  crops. 

Pounds  of  wool,  8,651 

“ hops,  435 

“ wax,  1,758 

Bushels  of  potatoes,  81,310 

Tons  of  hay,  4,157 

Tons  of  hemp  and  flax,  9,905 

Pounds  of  tobacco  gathered,  197,045 

The  number  of  bushels  of  bituminous  coal, 

raised,  is,  233,000 

Capital  invested,  $11,600 

There  are  4 tanneries — capital  invested,  2,500 

13  grist  and  7 saw  mills — capital,  12,050 

3 distilleries. 
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MICHIGAN. 

The  legislature  according  to  the  Detroit  Adverti- 
ser, will  stand  as  follows: 

Senate  12  wliigs,  5 Van  Buren. 

House  28  whigs,  18  Van  Buren.  Whig  majority 
on  joint  ballot  17. 

There  were  no  returns  from  Wayne  county,  on 
account  of  the  destruction  of  a ballot  box,  which 
was  left  in  care  of  a town  clerk,  who  lost  it  in  the 
road,  and  it  was  crushed  to  pieces  by  a wagon,  and 
the  tickets  given  to  the  winds. 

A United  States  senator  is  to  be  elected  in  place 
of  Mr.  Norvell. 

The  governor  of  Michigan  has  appointed  Thurs- 
day, the  26th  November,  to  be  observed  in  that  state 
as  a day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

FLORIDA. 

Apalachicola  dates  of  the  24th  ult.  state  that 
three  white  men  who  had  connection  with  the  In- 
dians had  been  scented  out  by  the  bloodhounds,  and 
were  brought  in — the  first  proof  of  the  utility  of 
the  dogs. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

We  continue  our  extracts  from  the  remarks  of 
the  public  press  upon  the  termination  of  the  presi- 
dential election. 

From  the  Bangor  Whig. 

A nation  redeemed.  The  most  important 
event  in  the  political  history  of  a great  nation  has 
just  transpired.  The  sun  has  set  upon  Martin 
Van  Buren,  and  risen  in  all  its  moral  splendor 
upon  William  Henry  Harrison.  The  consum- 
mation so  devoutly  to  be  wished  has  been  gratified. 
The  great  hope  of  the  American  people  has  been 
realized,  and  that  event  which  has  been  prayed  for 
by  millions  of  patriotic  men  is  about  to  be  witness- 
ed. The  election  of  general  Harrison  is  a moral 
triumph — a brilliant  victory  of  men — high-minded 
men — over  corruption  and  power.  We  triumph  not 
over  Mr.  Van  Buren  the  man,  for  that  is  no  v ictory, 
but  over  Mr.  Van  Buren  the  executive.  We  over- 
throw the  combination,  which,  in  the  abuse  of  pow- 
er, has  centered  round  the  executive.  We  over- 
come the  Praetorian  cohorts  of  the  head  of  govern- 
ment, men,  also,  who,  in  their  insolence  of  office, 
and  in  the  pride  of  place  and  fancied  security,  have 
disregarded  all  those  great  lessons  of  justice  which 
should  govern  men  to  whom  have  been  entrusted 
high  and  responsible  places.  We  are  coming  forth 
from  a twelve  years’  bondage,  and  the  year  of  jubi- 
lee is  just  dawning  upon  us.  We  feel  our  triumph, 
and  enjoy  it.  We  see  the  fanaticism  and  ferocity 
of  our  opponents,  and  can  pardon  both.  The  scep- 
tre has  departed,  and  men  leave  their  strongholds  as 
men  who  seem  to  have  imagined  they  were  theirs, 
not  by  appointment  and  sufferance,  but  by  right. — 
The  power,  higher  than  that  of  the  executive, 
and  superior  to  that  ot  the  executive  clansmen, 
has  risen  in  its  majesty,  and  shewn  itself  where 
the  constitution  designed  it  should  be  seen — in  the 
hands  of  the  people.  The  democracy  of  numbers 
have  come  forth,  and,  as  an  abused  people,  called 
for  and  decreed  a change — a change  of  men,  and,  to 
that  end,  a change  of  administration.  The  people 
have  confided  in  the  administration,  and  that  confi- 
dence has  been  abused.  They  placed  Martin  Van 
Buren  at  the  head  of  the  national  ship,  and  he  has 
seen  her  aground,  and  now  they  have  decreed,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  voyage,  when  his  constitu- 
tional term  of  service  is  up,  to  place  the  ship  of  state 
under  the  command  of  a new  pilot. 

William  Henry  Harrison  is  the  commander 
of  the  ship,  and  John  Tyler  is  the  mate.  Both 
of  them  have  been  tried  and  found  faithful  and  ex- 
perienced navigators.  The  one  has  occupied  al- 
most every  important  position  in  public  life,  and 
now  has  received  from  a grateful  people  the  highest 
favor  and  distinction  which  they  can  grant.  The 
other  has  done  the  state  some  service,  and  they 
know  it.  BothVvill  do  the  nation  great  service,  we 
predict,  from  the  4th  of  March  next. 

We  have  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  segacity 
of  these  men,  and  we  believe  that  under  their  admi- 
nistration the  country  will  become  prosperous  and 
happy.  We  have  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and 
fallen  to  a depth  from  which  nothing  but  the  strong 
arm  of  Providence  could  raise  us,  and  in  the  arms 
of  Providence  and  the  chosen  instruments  of  its 
power  we  are  willing  to  trust  the  destinies  of  the 
people.  Any  change  must  be  a change  for  the  bet- 
ter, and  such  a change  as  we  seek  will  be  an  im- 
provement upon  all  that  we  have  had  during  the  ad- 
ministration now,  thank  heaven,  about  to  expire. — 
We  have  been  called  a party  without  principles, 
but  we  hope  soon  to  convince  even  the  most  unjust 
of  our  opponents  that  we  are  not  only  not  without 
principles,  but  that  we  have  such  as  will  satisfy 
every  good  man  that  they  are  the  principles  of  wis- 
dom and  justice.  We  have  sought  to  carry  out  the 


great  democratic  principle  of  achieving  the  “great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  number” — not  by  mere  pro- 
fession of  democracy,  but  by  the  inculcation  of  all 
those  great  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  a 
good  government.  If  we  have  been  ambitious,  this 
has  been  the  first  great  desire  which  has  controlled 
U3;  and  having  accomplished  a great  moral  triumph 
in  the  election  of  great  and  good  men,  we  seek  now, 
in  the  language  of  Henry  Clay,  “only  to  be  the 
humble  instruments  in  the  hands  of  Providence  of 
reconciling  a divided  people,  and  once  more  to  re- 
vive concord  and  harmony  in  a distracted  land.” — 
We  wish  now  only  to  contemplate  the  glorious 
spectacle  of  a free,  united,  prosperous  and  happy 
people. 

From  the  Providence  Journal. 

The  election  returns  are  now  mere  matters  of  cu- 
riosity. The  tremendous  revolution  in  popular  sen- 
timent, which  has  been  so  long  gathering,  has  burst 
with  the  fury  of  a tempest,  and  scarce  a vestige  of 
loco  focoisui  is  left  in  its  path.  The  arrogant  party 
which  but  a short  time  since,  secure  in  tiie  posses- 
sion of  power,  set  itself  above  all  sympathy  with  the 
people,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
republic,  declared  that  the  government  was  bound 
only  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  that  the  people  must 
take  care  of  themselves,  is  now  in  a miserable  and 
contemptible  minority.  Of  its  long  array  of  states, 
only  two  are  yet  ascertained  to  stand  faithful,  and 
or.e  of  these  secured  by  an  insignificant  majority, 
obtained  through  outrageous  frauds  in  two  counties. 
The  men  who  laughed  at  the  attempts  of  the  people 
to  displace  them,  and  who  thought  that  they  had 
hedged  themselves  round  with  an  impenetrable  bar- 
rier of  corruption,  have  fallen  before  the  free  votes 
of  their  constituents. 

The  revolution  has  been  achieved  under  every 
disadvantage  on  the  side  of  the  people,  and  every 
advantage  on  the  side  of  the  administration,  and  it 
is  consoling  to  think  that  should  any  future  party, 
growing  mad  by  the  long  possession  of  power,  tram- 
ple in  like  manner  upon  the  constitution  and  the 
laws,  the  present  memorable  contest  will  be  looked 
back  to  by  the  patriot  as  consoling  evidence  of  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  and  power  of  the  people. — 
It  willstand  as  a beacon-light;  and  while  we  hope  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  warn  every  future  administra- 
tion against  the  folly  and  wickedness  which  have 
destroyed  this,  we  are  sure  that  it  will  always  show 
the  people  that,  under  the  constitution  and  in  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  their  remedy  is  in  their  own 
hands. 

From  the  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  late  contest.  Right  joyous  are  we  that 
the  campaign  of  1840  is  closed.  Its  character  and 
incidents  will  furnish  matter  for  mortifying  reflec- 
tion for  years  to  come — reflection  coupled  with  deep, 
but  unavailing  regret  that  a people  so  young,  so  re- 
putedly enlightened,  should  have  evinced  so  much 
of  the  viciousness  and  corruption  of  older  and  less 
favored  nations.  How  many  who  have  lent  their 
aid  to  the  whig  cause  in  this  memorable  conflict, 
will  yet  curse  the  blind  infatuation  that  led  them  to 
the  commission  of  political  suicide,  we  pretend  not 
to  determine;  nevertheless  our  impression  is  that 
the  number  will  not  be  few,  nor  their  regret  light, 
though  to  them  it  may  be  unavailing.  To  us,  the 
loss  of  the  state,  or  of  the  union,  will  bring  “no 
compunctious  visilings  of  conscience,”  nor  will  such 
an  event  abate,  in  the  least,  our  love  for  the  princi- 
ples we  have  endeavored  to  defend,  or  our  detesta- 
tion of  whigery  as  well  as  the  means  employed  to 
give  it  a slate  and  national  ascendency. 

As  a lover  of  freedom  and  good  order — as  an  ar- 
dent advocate  for  the  supremacy  of  sober  thought 
over  noisy,  senseless  mummery,  we  sincerely  hope 
that  the  political  buffoonery  of  1840  w ill  ever  stand 
solitary  and  alone,  on  the  page  ol  history,  a damn- 
ing stain  on  the  brow  of  federalism,  and  without  a 
parallel  in  all  coming  time.  No  more  may  the 
world  see  coons,  cabins  and  cider,  usurp  the  place 
of  principles,  nor  doggerel  verse  elicit  a shot,  while 
argument,  principle  and  reason  are  passed  by  with 
a decisive  sneer.  No  more  may  aged  federalists 
mock  men,  and  insult  heaven,  by  proclaiming  them- 
selves democrats,  when  every  act  of  their  political 
lives  stands  lorth  to  brand  the  lie  on  their  foreheads, 
in  characters  as  indelible  as  truth  and  lasting  as 
time.  Never  again,  may  the  American  people  be- 
hold the  conjunction  of  political  antipathies — the 
fragments  ot  parties,  broken  otf  by  the  collisions 
and  disappointments  of  half  a century,  banded  to- 
gether, in  connection  with  the  money  power,  for  the 
prostration  of  the  democracy  of  the  nation.  Never, 
again,  may  we  behold  the  aristocracy  here  success- 
fully imitating  the  plan  of  the  same  class  in  Europe 
for  the  subjugation  of  the  many — the  division  of  the 
laboring  portion  of  the  community  thereby  causing 
one  part  of  them  not  only  to  become  the  authors  of 
their  own  slaver}',  but  alsoof  those  fiom  whom  they 
most  unwisely,  most  wickedly  separated.  Never 


again,  may  we  see  citizens,  native  or  naturalized, 
so  far  forget  the  dignity  of  human  nature  as  to  vote 
contrary  to  their  feelings  and  party  associations,  for 
fear  of  offending  some  federal  aristocrat  in  w hose 
employ  they  may  be  engaged.  Deeper  or  more 
damning  degradation  than  this,  it  is  not  easy  to  ima- 
gine; and  base  indeed  must  that  man  be,  who,  to 
secure  the  treacherous  smile  of  his  aristocratic  em- 
ployer, will  voluntarily  incur  it! 

But  enough  of  what  has  been.  Be  the  result  of 
the  contest  favorable  or  otherwise,  we  are  unmoved 
except  with  increased  contempt  for  federal  whigery 
and  its  electioneering  paraphernalia.  We  detest  its 
principles,  scorn  its  treachery,  and  defy  its  power, 
and,  elate  with  the  hope  of  conscious  rectitude, 
shall  await  with  buoyant  spirit  the  day  (not  distant) 
of  its  irretrievable  overthrow. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

No  sectional  divisions.  The  election  of  ge- 
neral Harrison  has  been  the  abolition  of  all  section- 
al lines  in  ttie  union.  The  unhappy  divisions  of 
north  and  south  are  unknown  in  him.  They  who 
in  the  south  advocated  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  the  north- 
ern man  with  southern  principles,  have  been  sig- 
nally rebuked  by  the  people  of  the  south,  and  they 
who  in  the  north  attempted  to  convert  slavery  or 
anti-slavery  into  a political  question,  have  been  not 
less  so.  The  success  of  gen.  Harrison  is  the  complete 
abolition  of  all  party  appeals  of  a nature  to  break  up 
the  union,  and  his  election  rivets  its  links  stronger 
than  ever.  He  comes  in  not  less  by  the  suppoi  t of  the 
non-slaveholding  states  than  in  the  slaveholding 
states,  notwithstanding  earnest  appeals  were  made 
against  him  in  the  north  for  his  vote  on  the  Missouri 
question,  and  as  earnest  an  appeal  in  the  south, 
because  of  his  nomination  at  Harrisburgh,  chiefly 
by  the  instrumentality  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states. 

General  Harrison  is  in  many  respects  unanimously 
elected  president.  The  states  that  oppose  him,  with 
the  exception  of  Virginia,  are  small  states,  chiefly 
under  the  personal  influence  and  sway  of  leading 
men,  which  states  have  not  so  much  supported  Mr. 
Van  Buren  as  the  leadeis  among  them,  whom  they 
have  long  been  accustomed  to  follow.  Thus,  South 
Carolina  supports,  not  Mr.  Van  Buren,  bur  Mr.  Cal- 
houn— and  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  any  reflecting 
mind  that  knows  the  small  wdiite  population  of  that 
state  and  its  peculiarly  aristocratic  composition,  that 
if  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  patriarch,  as  it  were,  of  the  S.  Ca- 
rolina family,  had  willed  the  support  of  general  Har- 
rison, the  vote  of  the  state  would  have  been  given 
him,  with  the  vote  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
Thus,  too,  New  Hampshire  supports  Isaac  Hill,  and 
if  he  had  willed  the  support  of  that  state  for  general 
Harrison,  New  Hampshire  alone,  of  all  the  northern 
and  eastern  states  of  the  union,  could  not  have  a 
character  and  a people,  and  a set  of  principles  so 
distinct  as  to  vote  for  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  whole 
range  of  country,  it  will  be  observed,  from  Pas- 
samaquoddy  bay  to  the  Potomac  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  (Illinois  not  yet  heard  from),  supports  gene- 
ral Harrison,  and  the  vote  of  New  Hampshire  can 
alone  be  accounted  for  but  by  the  fact,  that  it  follow  s 
its  state  leader,  without  being  influenced  by  the 
nation;  or  the  questions  on  which  the  nation  lias  in- 
terested itself.  Thus  again,  Missouri  follows  its 
state  leader,  Thomas  II.  Bcmfon,  for  of  all  the  slates 
in  the  west,  unless  the  12,000  foreign  votes  of  Illi- 
nois have  dissevered  that  state  from  the  west,  Mis- 
souri stands  solitary  and  alone  of  all  the  states  in  the 
great  upper  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
its  principles  and  interests  are  kindred  with  its  sister 
states  of  the  west,  and  only  peculiar  causes,  in- 
dependent of  what  has  affected  the  union,  could 
have  disjoined  it  form  this  union  of  the  west. 

The  state  of  Virginia  gives  its  nominal  vote  to 
Van  Buren, — nominal  we  say,  for  Van  Buren’s  ma- 
jority is  merely  nominal  and  all  of  that  has  come 
from  he  navy  yard'at  Portsmouth,  and  the  public 
works-at  Harpei’s  Ferry.  Two  counties,  though 
in  and  of  Virginia,  but  hardly  Virginian,  to  wit: 
Rockingham  and  Shenandoah,  have  given  ovpi  2,000 
Van  Buren  majority — w hile  the  masses  of  the  old 
Virginia  counties,  the  people  that  make  the  members 
of  congress  and  the  state  legislature,  have  given 
their  votes  to  general  Harrison.  The  power  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  recent  vote  has  just  demonstrated  to  be 
with  the  whigs.  They  make,  and  are  to  make,  its 
laws,  and  commpose  its  government  at  home:— and 
though  Virginia  has  given  its  nominal  vote  by  a bare 
majority  to  Van  Buren,  yet  the  state  has  not  in  point 
of  fact  dissevered  herself  in  this  respect,  from  the 
rest  of  the  union. 

From  this  process  of  reasoning,  we  infer,  with 
sufficient  accuracy,  that  looking  to  the  electoral  col- 
leges general  Harrison  as  it  appears  by  them,  giving 
tiie  votes  of  the  states,  has  been  unanimously  elect- 
ed president  of  the  United  States.  And  all  geogra- 
phical lines  have  been  as  effectually  abolished,  as 
all  opposition.  From  Maine  to  Geoigia,  as  the  old 
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saying  used  to  be,  the  states  have  been  of  one  mind. 
The  cotton  planter  of  Georgia,  and  the  shipping 
merchant  and  lumber  dealer  of  Maine,  have  shaken 
hands.  Wheat  and  sugar-cane  growers  have  voted 
for  one  man.  From  the  region  of  almost  perpetual 
ice,  to  the  land  of  the  olive  and  the  orange,  there 
has  been  but  one  voice.  There  is  a concord  in  this 
respect — a national  harmony  so  to  speak,  delightful 
and  new  of  late — hardly  known  to  such  an  extent 
since  the  father  of  his  country  led  our  armies  in 
the  field,  and  presided  over  the  states.  It  has  been 
so  powerful,  so  over-mastering  over  state  associa- 
tions and  state  pride,  that  this  great  member  of  the 
confederacy  of  which  we  are,  has  sacrificed  a citi- 
zen of  its  own  to  the  union,  presenting  to  the  world 
for  the  first  time  in  onr  history  at  least,  the  spectacle 
of  a state  surrendering  the  once  chosen  embodiment 
of  its  power  and  its  sovereignty  in  the  person  of 
one  of  its  own  sons,  to  another  state  and  another 
citizpn — for  what  it  believed  to  be  the  good  of  the 
whole  union. 

General  Harrison  is  now  the  personification  of 
this  national  harmony.  All  general  discord  is  to  be 
hushed  in  his  inauguration.  The  perplexing  prin- 
ciples that  have  before  almost  dismembered  our 
union,  in  the  new  re-adjustment  thereof,  he  is  to 
preside  over,  as  the  executive  chief  magistrate,  not 
of  this  state  nor  of  that,  but  of  the  whole  union. 
He  has  no  prejudices  to  indulge,  no  section  of  the 
union  to  look  to  with  more  favor  than  to  the  whole, 
— no  principles  of  this  end  of  the  confederacy  or  of 
that  to  further — no  more  the  friend  of  the  planter 
than  of  the  manufacturer,  nor  of  the  farmer  than  of 
the  mechanic. 

The  importance  of  such  considerations  as  this  can- 
not be  exaggerated,  when  we  dwell  upon  the  condi- 
tion in  which  he  will  find  the  treasury,  the  revenue, 
the  public  lands,  the  patronage  and  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  government.  An  empty  treasury  will 
be  laid  before  him,  and  a revenue  must  be  raised  by 
common  and  universal  consent.  A tariff  is  to  be 
re-adjusted  by  union  of  the  north,  the  south  and 
the  west — tor  there  must  be  more  revenue  to  pay  off' 
the  debts  of  the  government,  and  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  government.  No  man  can  indulge  the 
idea  of  running  in  debt  by  a systematic  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes.  The  public  Iand3  so  often  in  danger  of 
being  the  prey  of  demagogues  and  politicians,  must 
be  snatched  from  all  such  perils  forever.  Above  all, 
the  tone  and  tenor  of  the  government  must  be  re- 
stored to  the  Washington  and  Madison  eras. — What 
is  now  a monarchy,  must  be  reconverted  into  a re- 
public. Power  must  be  made  to  flow  in  its  old  chan- 
nels from  the  people,  or  the  representatives  of  the 

fieople,  and  not  from  the  executive  fount.  Toregu- 
ate  and  effect  all  things,  will  require  all  the  popula- 
rity and  all  the  strength  of  general  Harrison’s  ad- 
ministration; and  if  he  can  effect  them,  he  will  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  his  country, 
ranking  next  to  Washington. 

From  the  same. 

The  great  result.  No  earthly  doubt  now  re- 
maining of  the  election  of  general  Harrison  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  gloom  and  despondency 
have  naturally  seized  hold  of  the  Van  Buren  party — 
and  we  must  say,  we  have  never  seen  men  so  dis- 
appointed and  chagrined.  Thousands  of  them  have 
been  duped  by  their  organs  into  a mad  confidence, 
and  into  large  bets,  and  thus  added  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  party  hopes,  is  the  loss  of  large  sums  of 
money.  One  of  their  papers,  for  example  began 
with  15,000  upon  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
another,  the  Standard,  even  when  it  might  well  have 
known  of  defeat  at  home,  flattered  its  partisans  with 
false  hopes,  if  it  did  not  keep  back  well  known 
facts.  The  Evening  Post  too  all  the  while  fretting 
at  whig  papers  for  an  alleged  manufacture  of  elec 
tion  news,  seemed  to  manufacture  news  for  itself,  if 
it  did  not  in  fact.  The  Boston  Morning  Post,  with 
full  returns  from  a large  part  of  New  York  before 
it  on  Saturday,  was  publishing  monstrous  untruths 
to  influence  the  Massachusetls  election  coming  off 
to-day.  Thus  added  to  the  chagrin  of  being  beaten 
by  open  adversaries,  is  the  pain  of  having  been  duped 
by  professed  friends. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  for  the  whigs,  if  defeated 
there  would  have  been  no  sympathy,  but  that  there 
was  in  preparation  lor  them  a series  of  outrages  upon 
their  feelings,  if  not  upon  their  property.  We  do  not 
wish,  however,  to  add  one  item  of  affliction  to  what 
the  members  of  the  administration  party  must  feel. 
There  are  many  worthy  men  among  them,  worthy 
in  private  life,  whose  love  of,  or  possession  of,  office 
has  drawn  them  into  political  extremes,  but  with 
such  we  have  no  further  conflict  to  wage.  We  wish 
to  shake  hands  and  be  at  peace.  Let  us  act  together 
now  if  we  can,  for  the  common  good  of  our  com- 
mon country.  Where  offices  has  been  perverted 
to  political  purposes,  where  it  was  the  pay  of  par- 
tisanship, it  cannot  be  expected  that  such  places  can 
be  retained,  but  there  is  no  cause  even  though  such 


changes  must  take  place  for  a further  embittering 
of  that  party  spirit  that  for  twelve  years  past,  under 
an  unrelenting,  and  fanatic  administration,  has  poi- 
soned the  social  relations  of  life,  and  made  politics 
the  primary  business  of  the  country. 

As  whigs  let  us  rejoice  over  our  great,  our  prodi- 
gious victory  with  calmness  and  moderation.  We 
have  won  so  much  we  can  afford  the  largest  mag- 
nanimity. General  Harrison,  no  doubt,  will  restore 
the  country  to  the  condition  in  which  general  Jack- 
son  found  it.  A stable  and  equal  currency  will 
soon  follow  his  administration  of  the  government. 
He  comes  in  with  an  immense  popularity,  and  will 
have  ample  power  to  carry  out  all  his  well  known 
principles.  His  adversaries  have  sadly  undervalued 
him,  and  his  friends  have  hardly  sufficiently  esteem- 
ed him — but  it  will  soon  be  seen  by  all,  that  with 
fewer  faults  than  fall  to  the  lot  of  most  men,  he  has 
as  many  virtues  as  any  man — and  though  he  may 
do  nothing  dazzling  or  dashing,  yet  his  good  com- 
mon sense,  his  sound  political  education,  his  long 
acquaintance  with  mankind,  and  the  springs  of  hu- 
man action,  will  soor.  put  the  republic  on  the 
right  track,  and  proper  men  on  board  the  ship  of 
state. 

Mr.  V an  Buren  has  been  signally  rebukedby  the  42 
votes  of  his  own  state.  He  abused  the  power  these 
votes  gave  hirn,  and  they  now  recall  him.  He  goes 
back  to  Kinderhook,  with  the  record  of  no  good 
done,  with  no  claim  for  sympathy  here,  or  elsewhere, 
— dishonored  by  repeated  abuses  of  power,  and  dis- 
graced bv  the  signal  condemnation  of  an  immense 
majority  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

From  the  New  York  Era,  Nov.  9. 

“Truth  crushed  to  earth  must  rise  again.” 
For  the  first  time,  since  the  adoption  of  our  consti- 
tution, a democratic  president  has  been  defeated 
when  placed  before  the  people  for  re-election. — 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  immediate  causes  iri 
producing  such  an  unrepublican  anomaly — infamous 
frauds  upon  the  ballot  boxes,  debauching  the  minds 
of  a portion  of  our  population  by  bribery,  direct  or 
indirect,  or  deceiving  them  by  the  veriest  falsehoods 
and  sophisms  that  were  ever  uttered — the  hidden 
influence  that  has  incited  the  opposition  in  their  des- 
perate efforts  cannot  but  alarm  many,  and  particu- 
larly those  who,  laboring  under  an  ignoble  infatua- 
tion, alienated  themselves  from  their  first  love. — 
Painful  and  mortifying  as  the  reflection  is  to  the 
mind  of  every  true  patriot — discouraging  as  it  must 
be  to  the  advocates  of  popular  liberty  in  either  he- 
misphere— fatal  as  it  may  prove  to  the  stability  of 
our  governmental  fabric — we  trust  in  heaven  that 
the  obsequiousness  to  wealth  that  has  marked  the 
conduct  of  those  who  have  turned  the  scale  against 
us  will  not  become  habitual  with  any  great  portion 
of  the  true  people. 

The  opponents  of  the  democratic  party  have  not 
fought  a bold  and  manly  fight — they  deserve  no  cre- 
dit for  the  advantage  they  have  obtained  over  us — 
they  have  had  resort  to  a system  of  ambuscade  dis- 
reputable to  them  as  individuals,  and  which  will 
hereafter  be  brought  up  in  judgment  against  them  as 
a party'  with  fatal  effect.  The  democracy  entered 
the  field  as  an  unarmed  philosopher  and  politician — 
bringing  with  them  truth  without  a spear,  and  ar- 
gument unbacked  with  artillery.  Mighty  as  truth 
and  argument  are,  in  this  conflict,  they  have  been 
prostrated.  Never  was  a party  so  armed  in  right,  as 
was  the  democratic  party.  But  the  unwelcome  truths 
that  were  told — the  troublesome  arguments  that  were 
advanced — were  not  permitted  to  impede  the  pro- 
gress of  the  money  power.  Britain,  with  her  pow- 
erful but  insidious  influence,  always  successful  when 
purposely  directed  to  a particular  object,  determined 
upon  a reversal  of  our  governmental  policy,  and  her 
tools  and  cormorants  here  obeyed  the  behest.  We 
are  defeated.  The  force  of  fraud  and  falsehood  has 
thrown  us  in  a nominal  minority',  much  to  our  disap- 
pointment and  regret.  We  have  this  one  consolation, 
however,  this  one  invaluable  legacy  to  leave  to  our 
children;  that  in  the  great  political  contest  of  1840, 
when  the  whole  money  power  of  ourown  country  and 
Britain  was  arrayed  against  Martin  Van  Buren,  the 
candidate  ol  the  democratic  party,  the  statesman  pure 
and  unsullied,  the  man  whom  threats  could  not  inti- 
midate, nor  the  lure  ol  wealth  betray  from  the  path 
of  duty,  t hat  in  such  a battle  their  sire  at  least  was 
true  to  the  principles  of  democratic  liberty.  This 
we  hope  is  an  universal  sentiment  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  democratic  party.  Is  there  one  who 
will  be  broken  down  to  the  yoke — who  will  permit 
the  energy  of  independence  to  be  weakened — his 
manly  spirit  tamed?  If  there  be,  bring  him  out,  and 
let  us  scan  him  from  head  to  foot.  Unlike  the  be- 
ing he  once  appeared  to  be,  ranging  the  field  of  po- 
litical philosophy,  delighting  in  liberty,  and  fearless 
of  man,  let  him  crawl  in  the  snares — let  him  volun- 
taiily  enter  the  cage— and  let  his  masters  teach  him 
to  stand  upon  his  head,  and  play  fantastic  tricks,  for 
the  amusement  of  the  most  contemptible  and  dis- 


gusting gang  of  aristocrats  that  ever  attempted  to 
oppress  the  people.  Let  him  leave  the  democracy, 
and  as  he  walks  the  street,  his  very  looks  will  speak 
his  degradation — he  will  be  pointed  at  by  the  faith- 
ful and  bold,  as  one  around  whose  Deck  the  gold 
chain  of  corruption  has  been  ri vetted — as  a living 
automaton  and  stlf-acting  tool  of  his  country’s  worst 
enemies. 

From  the  New  York  American,  Nov.  16. 

The  peaceful  working  of  our  polilical  maciiinery 
has  never  been  more  strikingly  and  creditably  illus- 
trated than  in  the  quiet  and  ready  acquiescence  with 
which  the  result  ot  the  heated  and  protracted  con- 
test for  the  presidency  is  received.  But  a few  short 
days  ago,  all  the  passions,  interests  and  prejudices 
of  millions  of  freemen  were  in  full  and  opposing 
play — and  fierce,  indeed,  was  the  struggle — yet  now, 
when,  through  the  efficient  instrumentality  of  little 
bits  of  printed  paper,  placed,  with  due  formality,  in 
some  little  wooden  boxes,  the  decision  of  the  majo- 
rity of  these  millions  is  ascertained,  the  storm  sub- 
sides at  once,  the  hoarse  voice  of  controversy  ceases 
and  all  men  bow  to  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  which 
themselves  have  made  and  agreed  to  abide  by. 

We  confess  our  pride  in  pointing  to  this  spectacle 
which  has  in  it  so  much  moral  sublimity — and  which 
goes  so  far  to  prove  to  all  doubters  the  capacity  of 
man  for  self-government. 

There  is  another  characteristic  of  the  recent  con- 
test, not  less  consolatory,  as  we  read  it,  to  the  friends 
of  republican  liberty  and  republican  institutions;  we 
mean  the  great  increase  of  votes.  A great  deal  we 
know  has  been  said,  without  being  believed,  about 
the  influence  of  British  gold,  of  “laying  pipe,”  and 
other  mere  partizan  solaces  under  defeat — but  the 
real  truth  we  hold  to  be,  that  the  intense  interest  ex- 
cited by  this  election  reached  every  class  and  brought 
to  the  polls,  in  every  state,  thousands  who  too  com- 
monly neglect  the  high  and  sacred  obligation  of 
voting;  and  thus  have  the  aggregate  numbers  been 
every  where  swelled. 

It  will  be  perceived,  on  examining  most  of  the  re- 
turns. that  the  defeated  party  have  lost  the  battle, 
not  so  much  by  any  diminution  of  their  former  vote, 
as  by  a large  accession  to  ours;  and  this  accession 
comes,  as  we  believe,  for  the  most  part,  from  a class 
of  retiring,  quiet,  orderly  citizens,  who,  undei  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  content  themselves  with  mind- 
ing their  own  business,  and  interfere  not  at  all  with 
that  of  the  state  or  with  politics,  so  long  as  the  state 
and  politics  do  not  interfere  with  them.  We  do  not 
justify  this  neglect — for  so  we  must  call  it — of  a high 
trust  committed  to  every  freeman,  not  for  himself 
alone,  but  for  the  community  of  which  he  forms  a 
part.  On  the  contrary,  we  condemn  it  utterly;  but 
it  is  nevertheless  a fact  that  such  a class  does  exist, 
and  the  consolation  we  draw  from  it  is,  that  although 
indifferent  generally  to  political  contests,  there  are 
occasions  and  abuses  which  will  draw  them  from 
their  neutrality,  and  enlist  them  warmly  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  institutions,  liberty  or  prosperity  of 
their  country,  when  these  are  seriously  menaced. 

It  is  on  this  hypothesis  we  account  for  the  greatly 
increased  vote  every  where;  and  since  all  cannot  be 
prevailed  upon  at  all  times  to  exercise  their  political 
franchise,  it  is,  we  repeat,  not  without  consolation 
to  reflect  that  this  reserve  corps  may  at  least  be  al- 
ways relied  upon  to  make  a stand,  at  an  emer- 
gency, for  right  and  liberty. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer,  of  Nov.  11. 

The  recent  revolution  in  this  country  bears  the 
strongest  possible  testimony  to  the  value  of  repub- 
lican institutions,  and  the  permanence  of  our  consti- 
tutional system.  Men  had  become  apprehensive 
that  our  government  could  sustain  itseli  by  corrup- 
tion; and  that  the  more  corrupt  the  stronger  it  would 
be.  They  began  to  despair  of  purifying  our  admi- 
nistration by  pacific  agencies;  and  it  was  feared  that 
an  appeal  to  force  would  be  ultimately  indispensa- 
ble to  the  restoration  of  our  system  to  its  old  integ- 
rity. When  they  saw  the  violence  of  the  administra- 
tion, its  disregard  of  public  opinion,  its  assaults  upon 
state  credit  and  state  institutions,  and  its  general 
bearing  of  insolent  and  arbitrary  absolutism;  they 
could  not  hesitate  as  to  the  verdict  which  an  honest 
and  unbiased  jury  of  the  people  would  render  upon 
its  merits.  But  the  patronage  of  government  was 
immense.  It  paid  and  fed  more  than  an  hundred 
thousand  individuals,  interested  to  sustain  it  whether 
right  or  wrong.  These  men  were  a standing  com- 
mittee of  vigilance,  with  their  ramifications  and  cor- 
respondence reaching  the  most  obscure  villages  of 
the  country;  and  were  all  to  be  moved  to  harmonious 
and  co-operative  action  by  a word  or  sign  from  the 
central  power  at  Washington.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, such  a phalanx  would  be  quite  invinci- 
ble. If  government  were  honestly  and  wisely  ad- 
ministered, the  officeholders  might  have  every  thing 
their  owui  way  without  molestation  or  rebuke.  The 
only  interest  of  the  people  is  in  being  well  go- 
verned. As  long  as  they  are  protected  in  their 
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personal  rights  and  liberties,  and  see  the  institutions 
they  have  inherited  sustained  in  their  original  vigor, 
they  care  not  whether  one  manor  another  may  be 
the  chief  executive  magistrate  of  the  country.  A 
desperate  struggle  has  taken  place  of  late  between 
the  constituency  and  the  crown.  All  the  resources 
of  corruption  have  been  applied  to  the  elections;  the 
influence  and  patronage  of  government  have  been 
exerted  to  the  utmost;  all  its  janissaries  have  been 
under  full  pay  and  in  full  employment;  and  the  bat- 
tle of  the  people  has  been  gloriously  won.  The 
experiment  of  sustaining  abuse  by  corruption  has 
been  tried  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  has  signally 
failed.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  honesty 
and  intelligence  of  the  people  are  an  overmatch  for 
the  lures  and  seduction  of  official  patronage  and 
power.  The  overwhelming  majority  by  which  the 
citizens  of  this  republic  have  condemned’their  weak 
and  profligate  rulers,  teaches  us  that  a corrupt  ad- 
ministration cannot  stand  in  this  country;  and  that 
what  the  people  will  they  can  accomplish. 

Another  gratifying  indication  of  the  recent  elec- 
tion is  the  evidence  it  furnishes  of  an  improved  mu- 
tual understanding  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  country.  It  has  been  a part  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
p.en’s  policy  to  conquer  the  whigs  by  division. — 
He  has  fostered  local  prejudices,  jealousies  and  agi- 
tations. He  has  spared  no  effort  to  incense  the 
south  against  the  north  on  the  questions  of  abolition 
and  the  tariff.  His  emissaries  in  this  quarter  have 
been  busy  in  exciting  ill  blood  against  the  south; 
and  the  vain  hope  was  entertained  of  creating  a se- 
rious diversion  from  the  whig  ranks  by  the  anti- 
slavery nomination  for  the  presidency.  The  ma- 
chinery of  southern  commercial  conventions  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  has  been  managed  with  re- 
ference to  this  question.  The  sub-treasury  has  been 
urged,  on  the  express  ground  that  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  south  at  the  expense  of  the  north.  In 
every  quarter  there  has  been  a movement  intended 
to  array  section  against  section,  and  interest  against 
interest;  in  the  belief  that  the  whigs  might  be  thus 
broken  up  and  conquered,  while  the  bond  of  a com- 
mon interest  would  be  strong  enough  to  keep  the 
Tories  united. 

What  is  proved  by  the  result?  How  it  laughs  to 
scorn  the  factious  tirades  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the 
columns  of  the  Washington  Globe!  How  little  has 
been  effected  by  the  wild  outcry  of  the  Richmond 
Enquirer  against  the  abolitionism  of  general  Har- 
rison! How  utterly  unavailing  have  been  the  ap- 
peals of  Calhoun,  McDuffie,  Pickens  and  their 
associates  to  the  fears  and  interests  of  the  south! — 
We  find  Georgia  allying  herself  with  Maine — Vir- 
ginia taking  her  stand  side  by  side  with  Massachu- 
setts— North  Carolina  echoing  back  the  whig  thun- 
der from  New  York.  The  efforts  of  the  administiation 
to  sow  discord  and  animosity  have  not  only  com- 
pletely failed — they  have  brought  about  a result  the 
very  opposite  of  that  which  was  intended.  More 
closely  than  ever  before  are  the  north  and  south 
united — in  feelings,  interests  and  hopes.  They  have 
rallied  on  a common  ground  of  restoration  and 
purification — and  are  willing  to  lay  aside  all  less 
worthy  considerations,  devote  themselves  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  work,  and  adjust  all 
questions  of  difference  and  dissent  at  a more  fitting 
period.  Never  before  have  we  witnessed  through- 
out the  country  a spirit  that  augurs  so  well  for  the 
perpetuity  of  the  union,  as  that  which  now  ani- 
mates the  heart  of  the  great  whig  party. 

As  nothing  but  a rnigbty  necessity  could  have 
produced  this  extraordinary  state  of  the  public  mind 
— we  have  no  fears  that  it  will  be  lightly  distuibed. 
The  sympathy  and  union  between  the  now  dominant 
party  of  the  south  and  the  north,  will  give  a ione 
and  color  to  the  policy  of  general  Harrison’s  ad- 
ministration, and  will  cement  interests  and  attach- 
ments too  strongly  to  be  easily  dissevered.  Great 
conflicting  questions  will  be  adjusted  in  a spirit  of 
concession  and  compromise.  We  shall  see  no  vio- 
lent wars  waged  of  local  prejudices  and  passions. — 
We  shall  hear  nothing  more  of  reducing  the  free  la- 
bor of  the  north  to  the  level  of  southern  slavery;  nor 
of  letting  loose  upon  the  south  the  fanaticism  of 
northern  abolition.  We  may  look  forward  in  ex- 
ulting confidence  to  an  era  of  peace,  union  and 

PROSPERITY. 

From  the  same  of  November  12. 

It  is  announced  by  the  official  organ  of  the  federal 
executive  that  general  Harrison  has  been  elected 
to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States;  with  an  in- 
timation that  the  result  has  been  obtained  by  a pro- 
cess which  does  not  entitle  it  to  be  called  an  elec- 
tion. “It  is,”  says  the  Washington  Globe,  “a  moc- 
kery to  call  this  an  election.  It  is  a result  brought 
about,  not  by  the  free  action  of  the  popular  will, 
resulting  from  the  popular  intelligence,  but  in  de- 
fiance ol  it.  It  is  the  first  instance  in  our  republic 
of  the  triumph  of  t lie  power  of  money  over  the  in- 
telligence of  the  country.” 


This  commentary  on  republican  institutions  ap- 
pears in  a journal  in  the  confidence  of  the  federal 
executive;  and  receiving  many  thousands  annually 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  This  jour- 
nal is  sent  at  the  public  expense  to  all  our  foreign 
legations,  and  is  read  at  every  court  in  the  civilized 
world.  A few  months  since  it  put  on  record  ttiat 
general  Harrison,  in  all  his  battles,  was  a f ugitive 
from  the  British  arms.  For  weeks  it  has  been  fill- 
ed with  the  foullest  libels  on  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  this  ill ustrions  soldier,  and  with  the  grossest 
perversions  of  our  national  history.  There  is  no 
stain  on  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  personal  or  public  ca- 
reer more  disgraceful  than  the  fact  that  he  has  em- 
ployed the  public  money,  in  recompensing  venal 
scribblers  for  the  base  depreciation  of  a competitor 
for  the  presidential  chair.  Whatever  pretensions 
Mr.  Van  Buren  may  have  had  at  any  time  to  the 
character  of  a “gentleman” — henceforth  he  must  be 
content  to  abandon  them.  He  has  encouraged  and 
stimulated  a warfare  upon  general  Harrison, 
which  has  been  waged  with  the  weapons  of  ca- 
lumny and  falsehood.  If  he  had  conducted  the 
contest  with  decency,  no  one  could  have  complain- 
ed of  any  severity  of  censure  and  invective.  But 
he  has  employed  mean  instruments,  and  exhibited 
a malignant  spirit;  and,  what  is  worse,  lie  will  not 
learn  wisdom  in  the  rebuke  that  has  been  adminis- 
tered bv  the  American  people. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  now  insults  the  freemen  of  this 
republic  by  announcing  through  his  official  organ 
that  the  election  of  general  Harrison  has  been 
carried  by  the  agency  of  money.  It  is  the  result 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  falsehood  and  fraud.  The 
electoral  college  has  been  packed  by  British  gold. 
The  13,000  majority  in  New  York,  the  10,000  in 
Indiana  and  Vermont,  the  20,000  in  Kentucky, 
the  15,000  in  Massachusetts,  the  25,000  in  Ohio, 
have  all  been  bribed  and  bought  by  British  brokers 
and  bankers.  So  little  virtue  is  there  in  the  Ame- 
rican people,  that  they  can  be  purchased  by  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands.  Such  a farce  and 
mockery  is  republican  government,  that  the  most 
overwhelming  majority  of  popular  suffrages  is  only 
an  indication  and  proof  of  corruption  and  fraud! — 
This  is  the  aspect  in  which  the  recent  election  is 
considered  by  the  administration,  and  presented  to 
the  wonder  and  indignation  of  mankind! 

From  the  stand  assumed  by  the  Globe,  we  are 
almost  induced  to  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
will  occupy  similar  ground  in  his  message  at  the 
next  session  of  congress.  He  will  read  us  a lecture 
on  horrible  disclosures  and  abominable  frauds!  He 
will  tell  us  that  the  whole  country  has  been  bought 
up,  and  that  with  the  exception  of  himself,  Mr. 
Butler,  Stevenson,  Kendall,  Blair,  Ed- 
monds, and  tew  other  worthies  of  similar  immacu- 
late reputation,  there  are  no  honest  men  in  the 
country.  The  cities,  he  will  tell  us,  instead  of  be- 
ing “sores  on  the  body  politic”  are  the  only  seats 
of  intelligence  and  virtue;  and  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, the  homes  of  the  hardy  native  yeomanry,  are 
the  abodes  of  profligacy  and  corruption.  The  elec- 
tion in  his  eyes,  is  a “mockery.”  The  ballot  box 
is  only  an  engine  of  fraud.  The  system  of  repub- 
lican administration  is  a farce  and  a failure! 

We  are  not  surprised  at  these  rabid  manifesta- 
tions of  the  official  press.  Our  hope  is  that  they 
will  induce  no  corresponding  violence  in  the  whig 
journals.  We  have  achieved  a splendid  victorv 
over  the  corruption  and  abuses  of  government.  A 
popular  triumph  has  been  won,  without  parallel  or 
precedent  in  history.  Let  us  so  enjoy  its  fruits,  as 
to  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  our  biilliant  success. 
A high  responsibility  now  rests  upon  the  whig 
party  of  the  union.  They  come  into  power  when 
the  people  are  impoverished  and  oppressed.  The 
republic  groans  under  the  burdens  which  have  been 
imposed  upon  it.  To  restore  its  institutions,  and 
reirivigorate  its  shattered  system,  will  require  time 
and  patience — prudence  and  wisdom.  The  boldest 
statesman  may  well  shrink  from  the  great  work  of 
restoring  shape  and  symmetry  from  the  chaos  which 
has  been  piled  up  about  us  by  the  ten  years  labor  of 
these  architects  of  ruin. 

We  hope  therefore  that  the  whigs  will  enter 
calmly  and  with  dignity  on  the  career  that  is  be- 
fore them.  The  joy  with  which  every  patriot  must 
contemplate  their  glorious  achievements  is  too  sa- 
cred to  waste  itself  in  the  idle  exultatiop  of  ordinary 
triumph.  Our  victory  is  itself  its  own  best  cele- 
bration. We  cannot  add  to  it,  by  festival  or  bois- 
terous rejoicings— by  piocessions  or  illuminations, 
or  the  burning  of  gunpowder,  or  the  blaze  of  bon- 
fires. We  have  no  heart  for  such  manifestations  of 
the  earnest  and  devout  gratitude  in  which  we  con- 
template the  perils  that  have  surrounded  us,  and 
the  success  with  which  we  have  defied  and  van- 
quished them.  Never  before,  since  the  institution 
ot  governments,  have  a people  won  a victory  over 
power — thus  glorious  and  bioudless.  Let  us  show 


that  we  rightly  appreciate  its  momentous  conse- 
quences, by  abstaining  from  any  other  expression 
of  out  joy  and  gratitude  than  may  accord  with  a 
victory  which  is  to  restore  tranquillity  to  distracted 
councils,  peace  to  an  agitated  country,  hope  and 
happiness  to  an  afflicted  people. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

We  copy  below  a very  just  and  able  article  from 
the  New  York  Evening  Post,  as  to  what  has  been 
decided  by  the  result  of  the  recent  election  beyond 
a mere  ctiange  of  men.  It  shews  clearly  the  utter 
lack  on  the  part  of  Harrisonism,  of  any  thing  like 
the  higher  political  aims  upon  which  parties  gene- 
rally are  and  always  should  be  organized.  When 
citizens  go  to  the  polls  the  presumption  is  that  they 
have  other  motives  for  voting  than  the  mere  person- 
al elevation  or  depression  of  this  man  and  the  other 
man — something  beyond  individuals  and  have  prin- 
ciples and  measures  in  contemplation — that  they 
are  not  only  opposed  to  certain  doctrines  and  cer- 
tain actions,  but  are  likewise  in  favor  of  a particular 
course  of  government,  which  they  desire  to  see  put 
in  practice.  All  this  appears,  on  one  side  at  least, 
to  have  been  lost  sight  of  in  the  past  contest.  It  is 
true  that  in  sections  of  the  country,  but  not  in  every 
part  of  it,  the  rallying  cry  was  hostility  to  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  the  independent  treasury,  but  no- 
thing but  intangible,  misty  generalities,  were  heard 
of  in  connexion  with  the  name  of  Harrison.  It 
was  merely  Harrison — Harrison  and  nothing.  The 
name  was  not,  and  is  not,  identified  with  a single 
principle  or  outline  of  action.  There  was  opposi- 
tion, to  be  sure,  to  the  present  constitutional  mode 
of  collecting  and  guarding  the  public  revenue;  but 
not  a hint  at  a substitute.  There  w as  to  be  no  con- 
stitutional treasury,  it  seemed;  no  responsibility  to 
the  people  on  the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the 
money  of  the  people;  but  it  was  impossible  to  learn 
whether  a national  bank  or  state  banks,  were  to  take 
the  place  ol  existing  arrangements,  and  it  was  equal- 
ly impossible  to  ascertain  the  kind  of  currency  to  be 
recived  in  place  of  gold  and  silver,  for  public  dues — 
whether  it  was  to  be  paper  depreciated  five  per  cent, 
or’paper  depreciated  twenty  per  cent.  Such  was 
the  case  throughout,  and,  though  this  shooting  in  tile 
dark  and  riding  without  saddle  or  bridle  has  for  once 
proved  an  effective  mode  of  electioneering,  yet  we 
must  say  that  it  does  not  appear  either  rational  or 
cieditable: 

From  the  N.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

A victory  has  been  won  by  the  enemies  of  the 
democratic  party;  but  what  has  been  decided  by  it, 
beyond  a change  of  men  in  office?  Upon  what  ques- 
tion of  government  or  legislation  has  the  nation 
given  its  judgment  by  electing  Harrison?  Let  us 
see. 

So  far  as  the  election  was  influenced  by  corrupt 
means  so  far  as  it  was  bought  with  money,  which 
evety  body  knows  was  used  more  profuse — vastly 
moie — by  the  whigs  than  ever  before  by  any  party  in 
the  United  States,  nothing  is  decided.  There  exists 
in  some  quarters  a frightful  looseness  of  morality  in 
regard  to  corrupt  voting,  greater  than  any  ever 
known  in  this  country,  and  of  this  the  whigs  by 
means  of  the  immense  funds  which  they  raised,  w ere 
enabled  to  take  advantage. 

But  although  the  whig  vote  was  greatly  increased 
by  these  foul  practices,  we  are  not  willing  to  believe 
their  majority  was  owing  to  this  cause.  There 
prevails  throughout  the  country  much  discontent 
with  the  state  of  the  times.  The  whig  party  exerted 
themselves  to  aggravate  that  discontent  and  to  turn 
it  against  the  administration,  and  have  been  in  a 
great  degree  successful.  They  made  many  honest 
people  believe  that  because  the  hard  times  and 
the  low  prices  came  on  under  the  administration 
of  Van  Buren,  that  Van  Buren  was  the  cause  of 
the  hard  times  and  low  prices.  They  reasoned  pre- 
cisely as  the  worthy  fisherman  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  who  used  to  affirm  that  the  budding  of  a cci- 
tain  light  house  was  the  cause  of  the  spotted  fever, 
because  the  light  house  was  built  and  the  spotted 
fever  prevailed  in  the  very  same  year.  A vast  many 
people,  of  right  intentions  but  weak  heads,  were  fool- 
ed by  this  kind  of  reasoning,  and  made  up  their  minds 
that  a change  was  necessary,  or  at  least  that  it  would 
be  well  to  try  a change  of  administration  by  way  of 
experiment. 

Allowing  all  due  weight  to  other  causes,  we  believe 
that  this  will  be  found  to  have  wrought  by  far  the 
greatest  effect  in  giving  the  majority  for  t lie  moment, 
to  the  anti  democratic  party.  Supposing  this  to  be 
the  case,  the  question  recurs,  upon  what  question, 
upon  what  great  public  measure  or  course  of  mea- 
sures has  the  nation  in  electing  Harrison,  pronounc- 
ed its  opinion? 

Not  surely  on  the  question  of  a national  bank. 
The  whigs  would  not  allow  that  question  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  people,  would  not  admit  that  it  was  in- 
volved in  the  election,  and  not  only  kept  it  out  of 
sight,  but  in  Boine  instances  vehemently  and  angrily 
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disowned  it.  No  doubt  many  of  their  leaders,  per- 
haps most  of  them,  are  in  favor  of  a national  bank, 
and  that  one  of  their  first  steps  in  coming  into  pow- 
er, will  be  to  propose  such  an  institution;  but  the 
people  are  not  with  them,  on  that  subject  the  people 
by  electing  them,  have  given  them  no  such  authori- 
ty, and  will  yield  them  no  support  in  carrying  it  into 
effect. 

Again.  Has  the  present  election  decided  the  con- 
troversy in  regard  to  internal  improvements  by  the 
general  government?  By  no  means.  That  point 
The  whig  party  would  not  discuss,  they  presented  no 
doctrine  in  relation  to  that  policy,  and  went  into  no 
argument  either  for  or  against  it.  Nor  have  the  peo- 
ple by  this  election  pronounced  upon  the  question 
of  a protective  tariff.  That  subject,  also,  the  whig 
orators  and  organs  have  left  untouched.  Nor  has 
the  majority  decided  in  favor  of  an  assumption  of  the 
debts  of  the  states,  by  the  general  government. 
Even  in  the  teeth  of  opinions  maintained  by  their 
journals  a year  since,  the  whigs  have  fiercely,  loudly 
and  universally  denied  that  they  are  chargeable  with 
any  such  project. 

Even  the  independent  treasury  question  has  not 
been  fairly  put  before  the  people  of  the  United  States 
for  their  decision  in  this  election.  In  the  southern 
states  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  not  been 
put  upon  that  ground.  The  independent  treasury 
scheme  is  rather  popular  in  that  quarter.  Here,  at 
the  north,  that  question  has  been  shoved  aside  by 
other  issues,  such  as  whether  gen.  Harrison  fought 
weil  or  not — and  every"  where  the  topic  most  insist, 
ed  upon  has  been  that  the  times  are  hard,  and  that 
they  may  probably  be  mended  by  a change  of  ad- 
ministration. 

Nothing  therefore  has  been  decided  by  this  elec- 
tion, except  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  go 
out,  and  general  Harrison  and  his  keepers  come  in. 
The  whig  prints  would  allow  nothing  else  to  be  set- 
tled  (hey  put  forth  no  doctrines,  proposed  no  course 

of  policy,  and  would  not  even  permit  their  candidate 
to  make  any  declaration  of  his  opinions. 

The  democratic  party  cannot  therefore  be  said  to 
have  suffered  any  defeat  from  which  it  may  not 
easily  recover.  It  ha9  been  beaten  in  the  organiza- 
tion and  its  candidates,  it  has  not  been  beaten  in  its 
doctrines  or  the  great  measure  by  which  these 
doctrines  are  put  in  practice.  Against  these,  the 
factions  who  compose  the  whig  party  have  not  dared 
openly  to  oppose  themselves.  In  that  most  impor- 
tant respect  our  party  is  yet  unconquered,  unharmed, 
and  able  to  make  head  against  enemies  with  all  the 
strength  and  hope  of  its  proudest  days. 

The  wl'.igs  have  a difficult  task  before  them — they 
have  to  satisfy  the  speculators  who  are  eager  to 
bring  back  the  times  of  1S36:  they  have  to  satisfy 
the  friends  of  a national  bank;  they  must  do  some- 
thin^ to  content  the  projectors  of  great  lines  of  com- 
munication between  the  states;  (hey  must  adopt  some 
measures  to  suit  the  interests  of  the  holders  of  state 
slocks;  they  must  appease  those,  who  clamor  for 
protective  duties;  and  generally,  they  must  lake  a 
course  which  will  meet  the  views  of  that  large  class, 
the  nucleus  of  the  whig  party,  who  hold  to  a free 
and  ingenious  constructions  of  the  constitution  a 
strong  and  splendid  government,  abundance  of  legis- 
lative interference,  and  a consequent  multiplication 
of  officers.  All  those  who  look  anxiously  for  these 
changes,  and  will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to 
bring  them  about,  are  in  the  ranks  of  the  whig  party. 
What  w ill  the  new  administration  do  to  satisfy  their 
eao'er  desires!  The  people  are  not  prepared  for  any 
otAhese  plans,  which  have  been  studiously  kept 
out  of  sin-ht  by  those  who  cherished  them,  and  if 
the  new  government  is  bold  enough  to  adopt  them, 
it  will  find  itself  in  a minority  before  the  end  of  its 
first  year. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican. 

The  past — the  present.  In  the  great  politi- 
cal battle  which  has  just  terminated,  our  enemies 
have  been  too  expert  in  “laying  pipes”  and  "spin- 
ning yarn”  for  plain  honest  democrats  who  ask  for 
and  desire  nothing  but  fair  and  upright  dealing. 
Like  the  British  during  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
they  have  succeeded  in  employing  a horde  of  Swiss 
mercenaries,  who  always  fight  for  those  who  pay 
best,  regardless  of  principle,  honor  or  honesty.— 
Those  with  w hom  our  fathers  had  to  contend,  sold 
their  blood  for  money,  and  these  with  whom  we  have 
to  contend  have  sold  their  consciences  for  a similar 
reward.  Those  who  employed  them  in  both  cases 
were  actuated  by  similar  considerations,  which 
weie,  to  secure  power  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  in 
order  that  they  might  riot  in  luxury  and  pomp  at 
the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community.  As  the 
British  by  means  of  “ Hessian ” aid,  occasionally 
succeeded  against  our  patriotic  sires,  our  present 
adversaries,  by  similar  aid,  have  succeeded  in  the 
late  contest. 

We  have  been  beaten,  and  it  is  useless  to  indulge 
in  any  vain  regrets  or  idle  lamentations  on  account 


of  it.  We  would  fain  have  had  it  otherwise,  which 
no  one  will  doubt; — but  what  “can’t  be  cured  must 
be  endured.”  We  must  submit  with  as  good  a 
grace  as  possible,  notwithstanding  the  dishonest 
means  used  on  the  part  of  our  opponets,  by  which 
the  result  has  been  brought  about,  and  with  a much 
better  grace  than  they  submitted  to  a clear  and  un- 
doubted. decision  of  the  unboughl  and  legal  votes  of 
the  country.  We  will  not,  as  they  did,  “proclaim 
war  upon  the  threshold” — we  will  not,  asour  oppo- 
nents did,  on  the  election  of  the  great  Jackson, 
proclaim  “war  to  the  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the 
hilt.”  We  will  not  oppose  them  merely  for  the 
sake  of  opposition,  and  that,  too,  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  honor  and  interests  of  our  country,  as  they  have 
done;  for  however  much  we  mav  be  devoted  to  our 
party  and  its  principles,  and  however  much  our 
heart  may  be  set  upon  its  triumph,  we  would  not 
peril  one  iota  of  our  country’s  glory,  or  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  any  portion  of  our  people, 
to  improperly  forward  their  advancement.  We  will 
wait  to  see  some  indications  of  the  course  which  is 
to  be  pursued  by  the  man  who,  when  in  the  capacity 
of  a candidate  for  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  refused 
to  make  any  declarations  for  “the  public  eye.”  We 
shall  desire  to  see  whether  “Daniel  of  the  north,”  or 
“Harry  of  the  west,”  is  to  be  his  right  hand  man 
and  take  the  place  of  hi3  “ confidential  committee.” 
We  shall  be  anxious  to  see  what  part  Thaddeus 
Stephens  and  other  politicians  of  his  cast  are  to 
have  in  moulding  the  nose  of  wax; — what  part  Fran- 
cis Granger,  lieutenant  governor  Bradish  and  Wil- 
liam Slade  are  to  have  in  shaping  his  course.  Much 
must  be  expected  to  depend  upon  the  first  arrange- 
ments with  reference  to  the  course  to  be  pursued, 
or  may  be  expected  to  be  pursued.  For  some  of 
the  developments,  which  must  soon  be  made,  we 
shall,  therefore,  wait  with  much  anxiety.  What- 
ever course  may  be  adopted  in  the  matter,  one  thing 
is  very  certain,  it  must  have  the  effect  of  scattering 
to  the  four  winds  the  system  which  has  hitherto 
been  pursued,  of  making  no  “developments  for  the 
public  eye,”  and  will  display  in  colors  as  distinct 
as  the  mid-day  sun,  and  in  tones  more  expressive 
than  language  can  convey,  how’  far  the  people  have 
been  cajoled  and  cheated  by  the  non-committal 
policy  pursued  by  the  opposition,  to  steal  into 
power. 

We  shall  be  not  a little  anxious  also,  to  see  how 
they  will  reconcile  their  course  with  the  many  im- 
plied promises  they  have  made  in  their  denuncia- 
tions against  the  present  administration.  It  is  how- 
ever, to  be  recollected,  that  general  Harrison,  in  one 
of  his  electioneering  speeches,  by  way  of  apology, 
for  refusing  to  make  any  avowals  respecting  his 
views  and  purposes, remarked,  lhatthose  who  made 
the  most  promises,  told  the  most  lies.  Considering 
his  connection  with  the  party  having  the  control  of 
nearly  all  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country, 
and  considering,  also,  that  very  many  of  those  insti- 
tutions have  violated  their  promises  with  perfect 
impunity,  and  have  been  applauded  and  supported 
by  the  federal  party  for  their  perfidy,  there  was, 
perhaps,  in  that  particular  at  least,  much  truth  and 
propriety  in  his  remark,  that  those  who  made  the 
most  “ promises ” told  the  most  lies.  It  is  neverthe- 
less to  be  expected,  that  those  who  have  been  in- 
duced to  give  their  support  to  the  federal  cause,  in 
consequence  of  the  complaints  which  have  been 
urged  by  them  against  the  present  administration, 
will  expect  them  to  pursue  such  a course  as  will 
have  the  effect  to  remedy  the  evils  of  which  they 
have  been  so  loudly  complaining.  They  will  find 
out,  or  we  are  much  mistaken,  that  the  '■‘■change” 
which  they  have  been  seeking  with  so  much  indus- 
try, will  be  such  an  one  as  They  little  dreainpt  of, 
and  one  too,  which,  in  their  calculations,  will 
thoroughly  convince  them,  that  a man,  or  a party 
who  have  no  principles  tor  the  “public  eye,”  but 
who,  to  gain  their  ends  are  all  things  to  all  men, 
are  unworthy  to  be  trusted,  and  never  to  be  depend- 
ed upon.  It  needs  no  prophet  to  foretell  the  speedy 
and  certain  dissolution  ol  a party  composed  of  such 
antagonistical  views  and  principles  as  that  of  the 
opposition.  And  therefore  we  take  no  credit  for 
our  predictions,  for  all  must  see  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  creating  a unity"  of  feeling  and  of  action  in 
so  heterogenious  a-mass;  and  without  such  unity  of 
feeling,  sentiment  and  action,  like  the  house  “divid- 
ed against  itself”  it  cannot  stand. 

From  the  Baltimore  American. 

A view  of  the  political  complexions  of  the  dif- 
ferent states  in  the  union,  as  indicated  by  their 
votes  at  the  recent  election,  will  show  how  little  is 
the  influence  which  sectional  prejudices  exert  in 
the  formation  of  parties.  For  example,  in  the  midst 
of  New  England  stands  Npw  Hampshire,  one  state 
of  the  six,  voting  for  the  candidate  which  the  other 
five  reject.  At  the  other  extremity  of  the  union, 
South  Carolina  declines  the  sisterly  associations 
which  her  neighbors  proffer  on  the  north  and  south 


of  her,  and  chooses  her  ally  far  away  among  the 
White  mountains.  Louisiana  prefers  to  go  with 
Maine  rather  than  with  Arkansas — Ohio  reaches 
out  a long  arm  over  Virginia,  and  shakes  hands  with 
North  Carolina. 

But  these  results  may  show  also  the  power  of 
party  discipline  and  political  alliances.  In  asking 
why"  South  Carolina  has  adhered  to  the  administra- 
tion, one  need  be  at  no  loss  for  an  answer.  If  there 
be  one  state  in  the  union  which  formerly  displayed 
more  than  usual  hostility  against  the  men  and  the 
measures  of  the  lately  dominant  party,  that  state 
was  South  Carolina.  The  lauguage  of  the  press, 
the  speeches  of  her  public  men,  abounding  in  de- 
nunciations and  invective,  fierce,  bitter,  unrelent- 
ing, demonstrated  this.  Whether  Mr.  Calhoun 
has  abused  the  influence  which  his  great  abilities 
and  personal  authority  gave  him  in  his  native  state, 
in  drawing  her  over  to  confirm  a coalition  between 
himself  and  the  administration  which  he  had  so  un- 
sparingly condemned,  is  a question  which  the  people 
of  the  state  themselves  must  judge  of.  Perhaps  the 
personal  influence  of  a prominent  citizen  in  Mis- 
souri and  of  another  in  New  Hampshire  constituted 
the  principal  bond  of  coalescence  which  united 
those  states  also  with  the  political  fortunes  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  rather  than  any  natural  affinity  be- 
tween their  interests  and  the  policy  of  his  adminis- 
tration. 

But  if  these  individual  instances  show  the  force 
of  party  organization  and  alliances  among  leaders, 
the  grand  result  demonstrates  how  ineffectual  such 
devices  are  to  keep  down  or  control  the  mighty 
power  of  the  popular  will.  The  cunning  and  the 
wise  in  their  own  conceit  are  confounded  in  the 
midst  of  their  stratagems.  They  leave  out  in  their 
calculations  one  item  which  proves  to  be  large 
enough  to  overbalance  the  whole  sum  of  their  esti- 
mates— and  that  indeed  is  an  item  which  cannot  be 
reckoned  in  figures.  The  spirit  of  independence  in 
the  people — the  determination  to  vindicate  their  own 
power  of  rule,  when  those  to  whom  they  entrust  it 
have  abused  it — this  constitutes  an  element  which 
politicians  know  not  how  to  guage.  To  this  we  are 
to  look  if  we  would  ascertain  the  operative  cause  of 
the  great  and  glorious  revolution  just  accomplished. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  party  of  the  present  administration  have  so 
long  had  possession  of  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  government,  and  have  been  accustomed  to  use 
and  abuse  them  so  exclusively  for  theirown  benefit, 
that  they  know  not  how  to  brook  defeat,  and  rail  at 
their  overthrow  as  if  they  had  a prescriptive  right 
to  the  government  of  the  country,  and  had  been  dis- 
possessed of  a title  in  fee. 

Invested  with  every  advantage,  direct  and  indi- 
rect, which  could  be  gained  Irorn  the  vast  power  and 
patronage  of  the  government,  employed  in  the  most 
lavish  and  unscrupulous  mariner  for  party  ends, 
they  entered  upon  the  campaign  with  all  the  confi- 
dence inspired  by  their  resources  and  habitual  vic- 
tory. They  were  opposed  by  a party  unaided  by 
any  extraneous  resources,  and  with  no  reliance  but 
in  the  justice  and  purity  of  their  cause  and  aims;  a 
resolution  invigorated  by  the  knowledge  thatfailure 
would  be  ruin  to  their  country,  and  stimulated  by 
proscription,  persecution  and  insult.  The  issue 
thus  made,  the  battle  was  fought,  and  never  in  the 
history  of  parties  has  a defeat  been  more  signal  on 
one  hand,  and  a victory  more  complete  on  the  other. 

This  victory  proclaims  in  tones  both  deep  and 
loud  the  universal  condemnation  of  the  party  in 
power,  by  those  who  alone  have  the  right  to  judge, 
and  by  every  motive  which  can  influence  an  incor- 
ruptible people  to  judge  rightfully. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  seems  to 
us  that  a silent  submission  to  the  will  of  the  people, 
so  emphatically  expressed,  and  from  which  there  is 
no  recognised  appeal — ought  to  be  the  course  of  our 
adversaries.  But  they  seem  to  put  that  power  at 
defiance,  by  an  impeachment  of  its  authority,  and 
an  appeal  to  their  own  discomfited  party  for  redress; 
charging  the  people  with  bribery  and  corruption 
and  ignorance,  who,  by  stern  firmness,  with  which 
they  have  expelled  the  “spoilers,”  have  proved  that 
they  could  neither  be  corrupted  nor  longer  delud- 
ed— the  same  people  whom  their  defeated  calum- 
nia'ors  have  so  often  eulogized  as  pure,  intelligent 
and  incorruptible.  This  is  adding  insult  to  injury, 
and  its  only  effect  will  be  to  alienate  from  them  still 
further  the  honest  and  independent  portion  of  the 
people,  and  sink  them  beneath  a double  condem- 
nation. 

The  mutinous  and  refractory  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  freemen  who  have  dared  to 
prefer  the  tried  and  approved  patriot  Harrison  to 
the  tried  and  condemned  servant  Van  Buren,  are 
threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  “the  democratic 
party,”  and  their  liege  subjects  are  ordered  to  stand 
by  their  arms  and  rally  for  another  battle.  Unhap- 
py men,  they  do  not  perceive  that  it  is  the  democracy 
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of  the  countiy — the  honest,  unpurchasable  demo- 
cracy, by  whom  they  are  disowned,  and  by  whom 
they  are  expelled  from  the  power  and  trusts  which 
they  have  abused  and  forfeited.  Their  war  cry  is 
nothing  more  than  the  scream  ofthe  vulture  driven 
from  his  prey;  and  whilst  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple rally  round  the  Constitution,  and  watch  over  the 
Interest,  safety  and  honor  of  the  country,  we  are 
quite  willing  that  the  “spoilsmen”  shall  enjoy  the 
day  dream  that  they  are  the  sole  guardians  of  “the 
democracy.” 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

History  of  the  war.  The  battle  being  over, 
and  the  smoke  cleared  away,  the  wounded  taken 
care  of,  and  the  interment  of  the  killed  postponed 
until  after  the  fourth  of  March,  now  is  the  time  to 
review  the  field  of  action,  and  carefully  to  collect, 
for  present  use  and  future  history,  all  the  important 
facts  connected  with  this  extraordinary  election, 
which  cannot  fail  to  form  an  important  epoch  in  our 
political  annals.  What  must  ever  give  to  this  con- 
test a character  different  from  any  which  has  pre- 
ceded it,  is  the  fact  that  it  is  the  first  instance  in  our 
history  in  w hich  the  moneyed  power , in  its  various 
forms  and  ramifications,  and  by  its  numerous  appli- 
cations—in  oppression,  seduction  and  direct  cor- 
ruption, has  triumphed  over  the  popular  will  in  the 
election  of  president.  This  power  is  the  only  ene- 
my  that  is,  or  can  be,  dangerous  to  our  popular  in- 
stitutions, and  public  liberly;  and  this  is  the  first 
instance  in  which  its  agency  has  been  exerted  over 
the  whole  union,  and  w ith  a successful  result.  This 
election  discloses  the  real  danger  to  the  republic, 
and  the  popular  principles  on  which  it  is  based.  To 
understand  the  subtle  workings  of  this  “root  of  all 
evil”  in  politics,  it  is  vitally  important  that  mea- 
sures be  immediately  adopted  in  all  the  states  to 
ascertain  the  various  ways  anil  means  in  which 
money  has  been  employed  to  influence  and  control 
public  opinion:  whether  by  oppression  and  coercion; 
by  hiring  and  organizing  bands  ol  depraved  wretch- 
es to  perpetrate  frauds  on  the  ballot  box;  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  immense  cart  loads  of  lying  speeches, 
and  pamphlets,  which,  like  the  frogs  of  Egypt, 
have  caused  the  whole  land  to  stink  with  rotten- 
ness; in  importing  “pipe  layers”  from  one  state  to 
another,  or  from  county  to  county,  in  the  same  state; 
in  paying  travelling  agents,  orators  and  song-singers 
to  delude  the  people;  in  the  erection  ot  log  cabins 
as  rendezvous  to  draw  together  the  worthless  and 
vicious,  to  debauch  them  with  hard  cider,  and  or- 
ganize them  for  political  action;  and  lastly,  in  the 
various  ways  of  direct  and  indirect  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  purchase  of  votes. 

Let  every  single  case  of  fraud  upon  the  ballot 
box,  every  purchased  vote,  and  the  instrument  by 
which  it  was  bought,  be  ascertained  as  far  as  may 
be  practicable,  anil  every  illegal  vote  polled,  and 
evidence  be  taken  of  the  facts.  Now  is  the  time, 
when  these  subjects  are  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  to  attend  to  this  matter  in  every  state.  We 
call  on  the  democratic  press  of  the  country  to  co- 
operate in  this  undertaking,  and  upon  our  political 
friends,  individually  and  collectively,  every  where, 
to  lend  their  assistance.  Let  the  depth  of  the  ini- 
quities and  corruptions  which  have  been  perpetrated, 
be  explored  to  the  bottom,  and  all  brought  forth  to 
the  light  of  day.  Where  it  can  be  done,  facts 
should  be  verified  by  affidavits.  The  mass  of  testi- 
mony can  be  sent  to  the  democratic  members  of 
congress  of  the  different  states,  and  it  can  then  be 
decided  here  w hat  disposition  to  make  of  the  mat- 
ter. It  should,  in  some  cheap  form,  be  published, 
so  that  it  can  be  put  into  the  hands  of  every  honest 
man  in  the  United  States,  of  whatever  party,  wdro 
loves  liberty  and  venerates  our  institutions.  These 
abominable  fraitds  and  crimes  strike  at  the  very 
foundation  of  our  institutions,  and  we  must  learn  the 
depth  and  breadth  of  the  evil,  to  enable  us  to  ap- 
ply a remedy;  for  if  that  cannot  be  done,  and  speedi- 
ly, too,  nothing  will  remain  to  the  people  but  the 
bare  forms  of  the  republic,  which,  like  the  decaying 
walls  of  a once  gorgeous  edifice,  will  serve  only  as 
mouldering  monuments  of  our  departed  liberties. 
These  forms  will  be  a standing  imposition  upon 
ourselves  and  the  world;  for  whilst  we  claim  to  be 
free,  we  shall  be  the  slaves  of  corruption.  Our  go- 
vernment will  be  the  most  profligate  and  corrupt  in 
the  world;  and  following  the  example  of  all  other 
republics,  the  people  becoming  disgusted  with  the 
vile  instruments  of  fraud  and  corruption,  will  first 
seek  relief  in  revolution,  and,  perhaps,  end  their 
career  in  despotism. 

That  these  sad  forebodings,  drawn  from  the  his- 
tory of  other  republics,  may  not  prove  prophecy  as 
to  our  own,  it  is  our  fervent  prayer  to  heaven,  that 
the  people  may  arouse  themselves,  before  it  is  too 
late,  to  ttie  danger  that  threatens  their  liberties. 

From  the  Madisonian. 

The  democratic  restoration.  When  gen. 
Harrisou  assumes  the  robes  of  the  presidential  office, 


the  country  and  the  world  may  rely  upon  it,  that 
democratic  republicanism  will  be  in  the  ascendant  in 
every  branch  and  department  ofthe  government. — 
The  people  of  this  country  have  eight  or  nine  times 
emphatically  rebuked  federalism,  its  men,  its  mea- 
sures, its  principles,  its  tendencies  and  its  associa- 
tions. They  have  now  rebuked  it  again.  It  is  riot 
the  genius  of  this  government,  or  of  its  people. — 
The  states  will  be  supported  in  all  the  rights  apper- 
taining to  them  as  sovereign  and  independent  pow- 
ers. The  constitution  will  be  preserved  inviolable, 
and  be  strictly  construed,  according  to  its  letter,  in 
all  cases  in  which  rights  or  duties  under  it  are  call- 
ed in  question.  The  executive,  the  judiciary  and 
the  legislature,  will  be  maintained  in  their  several 
spheres  as  co-existent  and  independent  branches. — 
Government  will  be  administered  for  the  good  of 
the  country,  distributing  its  blessings,  like  the  dews 
of  heaven,  equally  upon  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and 
not  be  perverted  or  applied  to  the  exclusive  and  sel- 
fish purposes  of  a party.  There  shall  be  an  equa- 
lity of  political  rights,  and  no  exclusive  monopolies 
of  political  privileges.  It  shall  not  rest  with  the  go- 
vernment to  say  to  any  man,  “be  ye  rich,”  or  “be 
ye  poor” — but  it  shall  say  to  all,  without  discrimi- 
nation, partake  freely  of  the  blessings  which  the 
God  of  liberly  spreads  before  mankind — and  parti- 
cipate equally  in  the  influence  and  protection  of 
republican  institutions.  Government  in  this  coun- 
try was  not  instituted  for  a family,  or  for  a job,  or 
for  any  sort  of  evil — it  is  an  establishment  of  laws, 
for  the  common  safety,  common  protection  and  ge- 
neral welfare.  It  was  not  designed  as  a machine 
to  persecute,  but  to  bless.  It  was  intended  not  ex- 
clusively to  benefit  those  who  administer  it,  but  for 
the  equal  benefit  of  all  who  made  if,  who  abide  un- 
der it  and  support  it. 

The  people  were  its  authors— they  are  its  real 
governors.  Those  who  are  elected  to  perform  the 
details  of  office,  are  not  masters,  but  servants.  They 
are  to  obey,  and  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people,  not 
to  dictate  to  the  people  nor  to  act  in  contraven- 
tion of  their  wishes.  He,  who,  being  elected  to 
serve  the  people,  undertakes  to  assume  powers  not 
granted  to  him,  and  for  the  better  security  of  his 
personal  aims,  perverts  his  trust,  or  undertakes  to 
fortify  himself  against  the  power  of  the  people,  in 
order  rather  to  perpetuate  his  own  profits  than  to 
promote  the  good  of  the  country,  will  always  be 
hurled  headlong  and  in  disgrace  from  his  station. — 
The  greatest  number  of  people  will  enjoy  the  great- 
est good  accessible.  It  shall  not  be  monopolized 
by  one  man,  or  hoarded  by  a few.  The  common 
pursuit  is  happiness — the  common  apostle,  liberty, 
and  the  common  determination  of  the  mass,  equali- 
ty. And  of  all  the  principles  at  work  in  a demo- 
cratic country,  the  last,  viz:  equality,  is  perhaps  the 
most  powerful.  Many  will  prefer  despotism  with 
equality  in  the  mass,  than  liberty  without  equality. 
Mankind  have  thoroughly  tried,  and  reject,  all  go- 
vernments but  that  which  is  most  untried,  viz:  that 
which  is  most  perfectly  democratic.  To  that  sort 
of  government  philosophy  and  humanity  tend. — 
There  is  progress.  The  democratic  principle  moves 
forward,  not  backward.  Benevolence,  morality  and 
Christianity,  aid  it  and  encourage  it.  Wo  unto  them 
who  resist  it. 

For  the  last  few  years  federalism,  and  nearly  all 
the  opposites  of  the  democratic  principle,  have  go- 
verned in  a false  disguise.  For  a while  the  cause 
of  democratic  principles  was  obstructed,  but  not 
smothered.  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  scarcely  raised  his 
casque  in  1837,  before  the  standard  was  erected,  and 
although  it  has  experienced  adversities,  it  is,  at  last, 
thank  heaven,  carried  through  in  triumph.  As  long 
as  know  ledge  is  thoroughly  diffused,  the  people  will 
not  lose  sight  of  their  true  faith.  They  maybe 
humbugged  for  a moment,  but  the  delusion  never 
lasts.  They  will  be  true  to  themselves  and  true  to 
their  best  fiiends. 

In  the  election  of  general  Harrison,  the  people 
will  rejoice.  The  democratic  principle  is  restored 
to  its  legitimate  ascendency,  and  henceforth  its 
cause  will  move  onward.  In  truth  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  general  Harrison  is  ene  of  the  fairest  ex- 
pressions of  American  character  and  American 
democracy  that  we  have  ever  had.  With  his  ad- 
vent to  power,  ends  a long  and  tyrannical  dictator- 
ship— a dictatorship  in  the  exclusive  interest  of 
egotism.  For  the  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  the  betrayal  of  the  democratic  repub- 
lican party,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  rebuked  and  puni-h- 
ed.  The  overwhelming  condemnation  with  which 
he  goes  out  will  be  remembered,  as  a caution, 
through  all  futue  times. 

From  the  same. 

The  duty  of  patriotism.  It  has  been  our 
study  to  conduct  the  Madisonian  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  contest  now  so  gloriously  terminated, 
not  as  partisans,  but  in  the  spirit  of  enlarged  and 
comprehensive patriotism.  Having  no  personal  ob 


jects  to  accomplish,  and  individually  and  absolutely 
independent,  we  have  steadily  and  industriously  la- 
bored for  the  one  great  purpose — the  good  of 
the  whole  country — by  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison  to  the  highest  office  in 
the  gilt  ot  the  American  people. 

This  object  being  accomplished,  we  now  desire 
to  address  a few  words,  in  all  kindness,  to  those 
who  have  opposed  the  election  of  general  Harri- 
son. We  beg  them  to  review  coolly  and  dispas- 
sionately their  own  course  and  also  the  character, 
the  lite,  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  the  presi- 
dent elect  of  the  United  States;  and,  af- 
ter they  have  thus  reflected,  we  put  it  to  them  to 
answer  the  question,  will  it  be  the  course  of  honor, 
duty  or  safety  to  the  country,  to  conlinue 
their  opposition?  Will  they  take  the  unprincipled 
and  tactions  determination  to  resist  the  coming  ad- 
ministration, right  or  wrong?  or  will  they  rather 
pursue  the  only  wise  and  patriotic  course,  and  sup- 
port its  measures  and  policy,  accordingly  as  they 
may  be  just,  expedient  and  calculated  to  promote 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

We  appeal  to  that  large  class  of  meh  of  moderate 
political  opinions — whose  general  character  we  ho- 
nor— and  we  tell  them  confidently  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  general  Harrison  cannot  fail  to  be  con- 
ducted with  a liberality  and  moderation  in  the 
whole  scope  of  its  policy,  which  must  give  them 
general  satisfaction.  Give  the  old  hero,  then,  a 
fair  trial!  and,  our  word  for  it,  honorable  opposition 
to  him  will  be  disarmed  and  appeased. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

The  campaign. — We  recommend  to  our  readers 
the  manly  and  impressive  articles  we  have  extracted 
from  the  Rupublican  journals.  We  shall  lay  others 
before  them;  for,  the  democratic  press  is  now  full 
of  the  noblest,  justest  and  most  encouraging  com- 
ments. 

What  republican  despairs  of  the  republic?  Not  a 
man  of  them — not  a single  press,  which  has  reached 
us  since  the  great  victory  was  announced.  The  fact 
is  w'e  have  never  know  n a party,  more  unexpectedly 
beaten — and  we  have  never  know  a party  so  bouy- 
ant  and  determined  under  defeat.  Every  republican 
press  is  animated  by  the  spirit  of  the  backwoods- 
man, wdiose  gun  snapped.  They  are  resolved  to 
pick  the  flint  and  try  again. 

Faltei!  bow  before  such  an  opposition!  Never — 
never.  We  may  be  beaten,  but  we  will  not  stay  beat- 
en. The  victory  is  surprising  but  not  overwhelm- 
ing. We  are  defeated,  but  not  discouraged.  That 
the  American  people  should  have  preferred  an  in- 
capacitated old  man,  who  has  refused  boldly  to  avow 
his  sentiments  on  great  public  questions,  or  has  im- 
plied them  in  contradictory  forms  for  party  effect  to 
different  seclions  of  the  union;  that  they  should  have 
preferred  him  to  a chief  magistrate,  who  stands  forth 
opetdy  and  boldly  to  his  countrymen  discarding  all 
considerations,  except  the  good  of  his  country,  is  in- 
deed, a phenomenon,  that  occasions  no  little  regret. 
But  the  people  will  ultimately  recover  from  the  de- 
lusion into  which  they  have  fallen.  It  will  rapidly 
vanish.  Among  the  various  causes  of  this  hallucina- 
tion, is  the  embarrassment  into  which  the  country 
has  been  thrown  by  overbanking  and  overdealing. 
This  has  been  artfully  ascribed  to  the  administration 
—and  the  slang  of  “changp,  change,”  has  been  rung 
in  their  ears.  This  delusion  has  been  kept  up  by  the 
clamors  and  powerful  banking  influence  of  the  coun- 
try— and  all  the  various  complicated  and  narrow  inte- 
rests which  the  bankingsystem  involves.  The  friends 
ofthe  national  bank,  of  a protective  tariff,  &c.  &c. — 
the  fell  band  of  abolionists — the  protuseuse  of  gold, 
corruption  of  the  franchise  by  pipe  layers  and  yarn 
spinners — aided  by  the  most  shameless  humbugs, 
by  Tippecanoe  clubs  spread  over  the  country,  and 
other  devices,  have  conspired  to  elect  William  Henry 
Hairison.  But  the  time  of  reaction  must  take  place. 
This  discordant  combination  of  the  odds  and  ends  of 
all  parties  cannot  Ions:  continue.  Like  the  image  of 
Nebuchadnazzer,  which  was  made  of  clay  and  brass 
and  various  materials,  a single  stone  must  shiver  it 
to  peices. 

The  republicans  have  high  duties  to  perform. 
They  have  to  save  the  nation  from  a national  baidc 
and  protective  tariff,  the  tell  abolitionists,  and  other 
dangers,  with  which  we  are  threatend.  They  must 
not  disband.  They  must  stand  to  their  arms.”  Vir- 
ginia is  called  on  by  the  highest  duty  to  act.  She 
must  be  the  standard  bearer.  She  has  stood  up  true 
to  her  ancient  principles — and  thousands  of  no- 
ble sons  oi  hers  are  going  on  their  way,  rejoicing 
that  her  escutcheon  has  escaped  the  stain  of  log  ca- 
bin and  hard  cider  influence.  We  know  little  of  our 
countrymen  every  where,  if  the  timedoes  not  speedi- 
ly arrive,  when  even  a higher  tribute,  will  yet  be 
paid  to  her  exemption  from  Utese  humbug  mumme- 
ries and  these  federal  heresies. 

We  must  stand  by  our  arms.  The  time  is  coming 
when  her  great  principles,  the  rights  of  the  whole 


206 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  28,  1840— PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 


south,  the  interests  of  the  whole  union,  will  call  upon 
her  to  pursue  her  own  illustrious  example  of  ’98, 
’99,  1800.  With  a view  of  preparing  us  all  for  this 
achievement,  we  shall  begin  to  lay  before  our  read- 
ers in  our  next  paper,  the  resolutions  of  ’98,  and 
Madison’s  report  of  ’99.  Let  us  begin  at  once — be- 
gin right  again — and  what  better  can  we  do  than 
sound  the  bugle  note  of  the  democracy  of  ’99? 

Meantime  we  lay  before  our  readers  the  following 
very  interesling  exfract  of  a letter  from  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  in  Pennsylvania: 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Philadelphia,  Nov.  13,  1840. 

“Instead  of  stopping  under  defeat,  we  feel  that  we 
are  all  summoned  to  new  and  higher  duties.  Rough 
times  before  us,  but  we  must  meet  them  and  con- 
quer. The  democratic  principle,  and  ail  its  inodes 
of  administration,  are  in  more  danger  than  in  Jeffer- 
son’s time;  the  confederacy  against  them  being  more 
extensive,  the  money  power  greater,  and  the  alliance 
with  England  far  more  universal,  with  the  means  of 
rendering  it  far  more  potent  and  quick,  than  ever 
heretofore.  Add  to  these  the  new  and  terrible  dan- 
ger from  abolition,  which  the  south  will  have  to 
wake  up  before  the  8lh  of  March,  whether  as  a 
home  or  an  international  question. 

“What  do  the  whigs  promise  themselves  by  gen. 
Harrison’s  election,  now,  that  they  have  sung  him, 
and  drunk  him  into  power?  What  are  their  inten- 
tions? Look  at  them  here  in  Pennsylvania  where 
their  principles  in  politics  and  finances  were  tried. 
When  they  got  the  state  administration  info  their 
hands  at  the  close  of  ’35,  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  whigs 
ruled  every  thing,  through  gov.  Ritner,  lor  three  full 
years,  at  the  close  of  which,  they  left  the  affairs  of 
the  state  in  the  most  deplorable  condition,  imagina- 
ble. We  had  broken  banks,  broken  faith,  general 
stagnation  of  business,  and  I know  not  what  amount 
of  individual  and  public  calamity  of  all  sorts.  This 
was  seen  and  confessed  by  all  parties — at  least,  the 
candid  ol  all.  Mr.  Biddle’s  great  bank  which  was  to 
work  wonders  under  its  new  charter  from  the  state, 
when  thus  fresh  from  federal  intermeddling,  and  all 
other  whig  projects  of  that  day,  having  worked  no- 
thing but  mischief  here  and  over  half  the  union,  be- 
sides earning  dishonor  for  us  abroad.  Take  the 
same  parly  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  for 
seven  years  they  have  had  uncontrolled  sway,  and 
misgoverned  the  city  in  all  ways,  increasing  the  taxes 
enormously  without  corresponding  benefits,  and  de- 
feating the  benificent  charity  of  Girard  (immense  in 
amount)  by  abuses  ami  jobs  shocking  to  think  of. 
Are  these  the  foretastes  of  whig  policy  on  a national 
scale?  I fear  so.  I fear  things  much,  which  1 can- 
not stop  to  enumerate.  You  have  yourself  well  enu- 
merated a portion  of  them  in  your  letter,  and  well  un- 
derstand the  rest  better  than  I do.  We  must  not,  my 
dear  sir,  lay  down  our  arms.  We  must  not  disband. 
We  must  not  relax  a muscle.  Mr.  Van  Buren  has 
acted  consistently,  firmly  and  virtuously.  He  is 
idendified  with  all  our  objects  and  principles,  and 
sustained  them  nobly  to  the  last.  Well  might  he 
exclaim  with  Brutus — 

“I  shall  have  glory  by  this  losing  day: 

More  than  Octavius,  and  Mark  Anthony, 

By  this  vile  conquest  shall  attain  unto  ” 

“Virginia,  the  mother  of  states,  and  of  statesmen, 
bow  proudly  does  she  stand  forth  in  her  indepen- 
dence, intelligence  and  spirit,  not  to  have  been  the 
dupe  of  the  miserable  delusions  to  which  others  have 
yielded!  Boast  of  your  state.  You  have  a right 
to  do  so;  we  will  all  do  you  homage,  if  we  do  you 
justice. 

“What  would  your  Washington  have  thought  of 
Webster  in  IS  1 2?  or  your  Jefierson  and  Madison,  of 
his  unmanly  counterfeit  of  their  principles,  than 
which  no  clown  upon  the  stage  could  have  acted  a 
lower  part?  Your  justly  renowned  commonwealth, 
now  stands  almost  alone  in  her  moral  grandeur.” 

From  the  Petersburg  ( Virginia. ) Intelligencer. 

After  a long  and  arduous  struggle,  extending 
through  twelve  years,  and  accompanied  by  vicisi- 
tudes  of  ardent  hope  and  depressing  fear,  the  whig 
party,  have  at  last  reached  the  goal  of  success,  and 
have  now  an  opportunity  to  carry  into  practice  all 
those  principles  which  they  have  heretofore  advocat- 
ed as  conducive  to  good  government,  and  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

That  this  opportunity  will  be  readily  embraced, 
we  do  not  entertain  a doubt,  and  we  look  forward 
confidently  to  the  time  when  all  the  promises  made 
by  the  whig  party  will  be  redeemed,  when  the  abuses 
of  government  will  be  correcled,  and  the  constitution 
as  it  was  intended  by  its  framers,  become  the  su- 
preme rule  and  guide  of  the  federal  administration. 

Gen.  Harrison  comes  into  office  under  many  ad- 
vantages. He  is  the  choice  of  at  least  twenty  states, 
and  has  carried  a majority  of  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  of  the  popular  vote. 

The  liist  congiess  which  will  meet  after  hi®  man-  | 
• g -nation,  wiil  contain  in  both  branches,  a majority  of 
those  who  are  friendly  to  his  administration,  and  he  I 


will  have  the  greater  portion  of  the  virtue  and  talent 
of  the  republic  from  which  to  select  his  cabinet  of- 
ficers. 

With  these  advantages,  we  may  hope  that  the 
pledges  made  by  his  friends  will  be  fairly  redeemed, 
and  that,  unlike  his  two  immaculate  predecessors, 
be  will  not,  in  his  moment  of  power,  neglect  the 
performance  of  promises  on  the  faith  of  which  that 
power  was  attained. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  we  extract  from 
the  New  York  American  the  following  article,  the 
tone  and  temper  of  which  w7e  much  approve: 

The  result — the  consequences. — For  all 
practical  purposes  the  presidential  canvass  is  at  an 
end,  and  the  majority  by  which  gen.  Win.  Harrison 
is  chosen  to  occupy  the  chair  at  Washington  is  so 
decisive  as  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  pursue  what  we 
cannot  doubt  to  be  the  bent  of  his  own  inclination 
— the  large  and  liberal  policy  of  a nation’s  favorite, 
governing  for  a nation,  and  not  for  a party. 

Some  days  will  yet  elapse  before  all  the  details  of 
the  battle  and  the  victory  can  be  ascertained,  and  the 
feverishness  of  the  public  mind,  while  the  strife  was 
waging,  has  not  yet  subsided  into  that  calm  and  ra- 
tional tone  to  which  alone  any  arguments  as  to  the 
future  should  be  advantageously  addressed. 

Meantime,  however,  we  may  throw  out  a few 
suggestions — not,  certainly  pretending  to  speak  for 
any  one  but  ourselves— as  to  the  course  which  we 
may  hope  the  new  administration  will  pursue. 

The  position  that  we  have  already  assumed,  that 
gen.  Harrison  will  be  the  president  of  the  whole 
country,  and  not  of  a party,  of  itself  establishes  a 
marking  contrast  between  the  new  administration  and 
that  which  it  will  succeed;  and  carried  out  to  its  legiti- 
mate consequences,  includes,  necessarily,  a return,  a 
real  and  bona  fide  return  to  the  true  standard  of  ap- 
pointments to  office.  “Is  he  honest,  is  he  capable, 
is  he  faithful  to  the  constitution?”  will  now  be  the 
first  question  in  relation  to  every  applicant;  and  when 
this  cannot  be  answered  affirmatively7,  no  supple- 
mentary merit  of  party  services,  or  personal  devotion 
will  be  permitted  to  avail. 

The  standard  of  official  appointments  will  be  rais- 
ed, and  more  will  be  required  to  fill  the  offices  they 
hold.  But,  more  than  this— they  will  be  required  to 
attend  to  their  duties,  and  leave  all  those  connected 
with  electioneering,  with  missionary  services  as  par- 
tisans, attending  public  meetings,  making  speeches, 
feigning,  or  forming,  or  superintending  conspiracies, 
or  otherwise  bringing  the  “patronage  of  the  general 
government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions,” all  such  duties  they  shall  be  required  to  leave 
to  others,  or  lose  their  offices. 

The  doctrine  of  “the  spoils”  will  be  repudiated  as 
a rule  of  action.  Changes,  indeed,  should  be  made, 
must  be  made,  not  only  in  cabinet  and  diplomatic 
appointments,  which  for  the  most  part  must  take  their 
hue  and  color  from  the  head  of  the  administration, 
but  in  offices  where  the  incumbents  have  made  them- 
selves busy  in  politics. 

When  it  shall  be  seen  that  men  who  do  step  out 
of  the  line  of  their  duties  to  mingle  in  party  strife 
are  punished  for  their  misdeeds,  those  who  shall  suc- 
ceed them  will  learn  the  invaluable  lesson  of  mind- 
ing their  business,  and  letting  the  people  mind  theirs. 

We  are  the  more  emphatic  on  this  point,  from  the 
brazon  and  notorious  impudence  with  which  the 
cuslom  house  officers  of  this  city  have  interferred, 
both  in  this  state  and  other  states,  in  the  recent  elec- 
tion. 

We  have  seen  them  at  the  polls  buydng  up  voters, 
slangwhanging,  betting,  bullying  and  challenging 
voters;  and  we  have  felt  that  such  insolent  interfe- 
rence on  the  part  of  ftderal  officeholders  ought  to 
be  severely  rebuked. 

On  the  contrary,  however,  when  men  in  office 
have  confined  themselves  to  the  single  exercise  of 
their  rights  as  electors,  without  obtruding  themselves 
offensively  upon  their  neighbors,  or  seeking  to  in- 
terfere with  them,  and  are  diligent,  competent  and 
faithful,  in  the  execution  of  their  public  trusts,  we 
hope,  we  presume,  they  will  not  be  disturbed,  what- 
ever be  their  political  preferences. 

From  the  Savannah  ( Geo.)  Republican. 

Moderation  in  victory. — The  extreme  com- 
posure as  well  as  gratification  with  which  Ihe  whigs 
of  the  United  States  receive  the  new's  of  their  victo- 
ry, the  absence  of  all  public  parades  and  extravagant 
rejoicings,  are  so  many  convincing  proofs  of  their 
proper  American  feeling.  It  is  and  ought  to  be  evi- 
dent to  all  that  a party  which  tempers  victory  with 
so  much  moderation,  is  worthy  of  the  confidence  of 
the  w hole  country.  The  causes  for  public  rejoicings, 
processions,  and  festivals  are  abundant,  but  we  have 
seen  nothing  more  than  sober  republican  manifesta- 
tions of  Ihe  most  nnmingled  joy  and  satisfaction. 
Far  different  was  four,  eight,  and  twelve  years  ago, 
when,  on  the  lection  of  Jackson  and  Van  Buren, 
fin*  thunder  of  artillery  w*as  heard  from  the  lakes  to 
the  ocean.  The  joy  felt  by  true  Americans  resides 


in  the  heart,  and  the  great  whig  victory  just  achiev- 
ed, has  been  celebrated  by  the  friends  of  liberty,  by 
a proper  and  unpretending  interchange  of  heartfelt 
congratulations.  Pending  an  election,  processions 
and  the  filing  of  guns  may  be  excused,  but,  in  an 
hour  like  the  present,  the  causes  of  rejoicing  are  of 
too  momentous  and  important  a character  to  admit  of 
mirth  and  exhileration. 

From  the  Green  River  (Ken.)  Gazette. 

The  prospect.  The  great  agony  is  over.  The 
battle  has  been  fought  and  the  victory  won.  Geu. 
Harrison  will  come  into  the  presidency  with  the 
almost  unexampled  approbation  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  citizens  of  the  union.  It  is  altogether  probable 
that  he  has  obtained  the  vote  of  every  state  except 
two  or  three,  and  the  true  and  genuine  feelings  and 
sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  these  two  or  three  are 
doubtless  in  his  behalf.  In  the  result  of  this  con- 
test of  liberty  against  executive  power — of  the  peo- 
ple against  their  own  agents,  and  those  who  aimed 
to  enslave  them — there  is  much  to  encourage  the 
patriots  of  our  revolution  and  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  republican  institutions  throughout  the  world. 
The  glorious  results  of  this  election  will  give 
strength,  stability  and  prosperity  to  the  democratic 
institutions  of  our  country.  They  will  inspire 
every  friend  of  liberty  and  of  representative  go- 
vernment with  a confident  assurance  that  the  peo- 
ple, when  properly  aroused  and  enlightened,  are 
fully  competent  to  govern  themselves,  and  that  they 
will  not  long  submit  to  unauthorisedencroachments 
upon  their  rights — to  high-handed  oppressions,  vio- 
lated pledges,  and  insolent  disregard  of  their  feel- 
ings arid  their  interests  by  their  own  agents. 

The  history  of  the  two  last  administrations  dis- 
closes a series  of  errors,  inconsistencies  and  wrongs, 
of  profligate  hypocrisy,  party  subserviency,  and 
contempt  of  the  feelings,  interests  and  rights  of  the 
people,  that  will  constitute  a dark  page  in  its  an- 
nals, and  which  will  be  read  with  wonder,  disgust 
and  indignation  by  enlightened  freemen  in  all  suc- 
ceeding lime.  These  pages  will  be  rendered  dou- 
bly dark  by  the  brightness  and  purity  of  the  pages 
that  will  precede  and  follow  them.  Authentic  his- 
tory will  portray  the  administration  of  J.  Q.  Adams 
as  one  of  the  purest,  brightest  and  best  since  the 
organization  of  the  government,  and  from  the  well- 
defined  and  established  character  of  Harrison,  as  a 
patriot  and  statesman,  we  look  forward  with  confi- 
dence to  his  administration  as  one  of  unusual  bright- 
ness and  usefulness.  We  confidenily  rely  upon 
his  fully  realizing  the  wishes  and  expectations  of 
the  real  whigs  and  his  true  friends.  “That  he  will 
serve  but  one  term, ’’and  that  he  will  not  permit 
the  patronage  of  the  government  to  interfere  with 
the  “freedom  of  elections.”  That  he  will  not  at- 
tempt to  influence  the  deliberations  of  congress. — 
That  he  will  not  remove  an  honest  and  competent 
officer  from  office  for  party  purposes.  That  he 
will  not  appoint  to  office  members  of  congress,  or 
those  who  have  been  declared  unworthy  of  office  by 
the  people  themselves,  and  that  he  will  curtail  the 
exercise  of  executive  discretion  and  power,  and 
the  expenditures  of  the  government.  In  a word, 
that  he  will  struggle  with  honesty,  to  reform  the 
abuses  introduced  by  the  late  administrations,  and 
give  purity,  efficiency  and  usefulness  to  our  repre- 
sentative system  of  government. 

From  the  Lancaster  ( Ohio ) Eagle. 

Whether  our  cause  is  again  triumphant,  in  the  re- 
election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  whether  it  is  tem- 
porarily borne  down  by  the  extraordinary  efforts 
and  monstrous  appliances  of  federalism,  cannot  yet 
be  known.  In  our  state  it  has  fallen  before  means 
that  make  federal  success,  disgrace,  and  defeat 
upon  our  part,  honor;  and  because  such  wfas  the 
means  brought  against  it,  it  has  fallen  to  rise  and 
rise  with  renewed  strength  and  a firmer  ascendancy. 
The  progress  of  democratic  principle — of  the  prin- 
ciple that  government  is  instituted  for,  and  should 
be  directed  to,  the  equal  advantage  of  the  many — 
not  the  exclusive  advantage  of  the  favored  and 
aristocratic  few,  is  onward.  It  may  be  delayed, 
but  it  cannot  be  defeated.  Another  and  anoiher 
conflict  may  eventuate  before  ils  final  triumph.  The 
patriots  of  the  revolution  endured  many  a privation, 
and  fought  many  a battle,  before  they  redeemed 
this  fair  land  from  the  thraldom  of  British  arms. 
And  do  you  think  that  the  influence  of  British 
gold  will  be  less  easily7  conquered?  No! — not  less 
easily,  nor  yet  less  certainly!  For  one,  I see  mo- 
tives for  renewed  exertion  growing  out  of  the  past 
contest,  but  not  a single  reason  for  despair. 

From  the  Boston  Post. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  democrats  of  this  city, 
and  indeed  of  the  state,  have  done  grandly,  and  in- 
creased their  vote  largely  since  last  year — but  the 
federalists  [whigs]  have  been  too  many  for  ns,  and 
we  are  obliged  to  submit  with  as  good  grace  as 
possible  to  our  defeat,  confident  of  better  luck  next 
time. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  28,  1840— MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 


207 


The  result  of  the  election  in  Massachusetts.  A 
great  many  more  votes  polled  than  there  were  last 
year. 

A uniform  for  sale. — Inquire  at  this  office. 

tfyl'he  uniform.  We  oflered  our  uniform  for  sale, 
yesterday,  but  the  whigs  have  spent  so  much  money 
in  “laying  pipe,”  they  could  not  raise  enough  to  buy 
it;  so  we  shall  keep  it  until  1842,  when  we  shall 
have  a chance,  to  wear  it  again.  Governor  Davis’ 
aids  will  be  obliged  to  appear  in  citizens’  dress. 

(t3*There  is  every  probability  that  John  Davis  of 
Worcester — nicknamed  “honest” — has  been  elect- 
ed governor  of  Massachusetts  for  one  year  from  the 
Jst  of  January,  1841.  Wish  you  happy  new  year, 
John. 

To  all  those  with  whom  we  have  bet.  Please  call 
one  at  a time,  approaching  our  office  from  Wash- 
ington street,  and  departing  through  congress  street, 
keeping  in  a line,  so  as  not  to  block  up  the  high- 
way. 

Don’t  be  alarmed.  We  shall  run  our  flags  out  a 
little  while  this  morning,  merely  to  dry  them— there- 
fore we  beg  our  whig  friends  not  to  be  agitated  at 
the  sight.  We  assure  them  that  general  Harrison 
and  Mr.  Davis  have  both  succeeded.  The  whigs 
won’t  believe  it  until  we  say  so,  if  the  Atlas  should 
swear  to  it  for  a month. 

OQ-Ifyou  are  doomed  to  be  whipped,  there  is  a 
satisfaction  even  in  having  it  done  so  effectually 
that  there  is  no  mistake  about  it — we  do  not  like 
any  of  your  half  and  half  business — give  us  a de- 
cided triumph  or  a decided  defeat. 

The  whigs  behave  very  well  about  their  victory 
— they  were  as  polite  and  good  natured  yesterday  as 
gentlemen  need  be,  and  the  democrats  evinced  that 
cheerfulness  which  ever  accompanies  a conscien- 
tious discharge  of  duty. 

That’s  the  spunk.  The  democratic  boys  of  ward 
One  paid  us  a visit  last  night,  and  gave  us  three  as 
hearty  cheers  as  their  throats  were  capable  of  de- 
livering— stick  to  it  lads,  and  before  you  are  men 
you  will  see  a democratic  president. 

8C?*There  is  some  fun  about  the  whigs,  after  all. 
On  a banner  in  a whig  convention,  held  somewhere 
“out  W’est,”  was  the  following: — 

K.  K.  K.  K.  K. 

Kinderhook  Kandidale  Kant  Kome  it  Kwile. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

HARRrET  Livermore.  Those  of  the  readers  of 
the  Messenger,  and  others,  who  listened  some  years 
since  to  the  public  lectures,  of  Miss  Harriet  Liver- 
more, in  which  she  enlarged  upon  the  wrongs  of  the 
“poor  Indian,”  and  dwelt  much  upon  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  millenium,  will  doubtless  be  gratified 
to  learn  her  whereabout. 

Eight  years  ago  she  lectured  in  our  own  city  of 
Richmond,  since  which  time  she  has  visited  many 
of  the  tribes  of  our  western  Indians,  and  at  one  time 
proposed  to  spend  the  remainder  of  her  days  with 
the  red  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Leavenworth, 
but  her  intentions  were  Irustrated,  she  say3,  by  the 
machinations  of  the  commander  and  the  Indian 
agent,  who  wished  to  dislodge  her.  Perplexed  and 
disappointed,  she  was  then  led  to  exclaim  “what 
shall  I do?” — and  a still  small  voice  seemed  to  re- 
ply— “peace  be  unto  thee — thou  shalt  go  to  Jerusa- 
lem.” Accordingly  we  have  before  us  a letter  from 
her,  dated  in  the  confines  of  Judea.  Yea,  twice 
has  this,  in  many  respects,  extraordinary  woman, 
visited  the  sepulchres  of  tiie  prophets;  and  now  she 
says,  “it  is  to  die  there.” 

Believe  what  we  may,  there  is  something  simple, 
beautiful  and  affecting  in  all  this:  this  unhesitating 
faith,  this  self-sacrificing  obedience  to  the  dictates 
of  duty.  It  is  a spirit  akin  to  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians; a spirit,  which  the  selfishness,  the  expedien- 
cy, the  greediness  of  gain,  and  the  matter  of  fact 
character  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  are  fast  ex- 
tinguishing lroin  amid  ns.  It  is  akin  to  that  which 
swayed  the  good,  ay,  even  the  great  Oberlin,  great 
with  small  means,  and  the  pastor  and  legislator  ol 
the  secluded  Ban  de  la  Roche.  Miss  Livermore 
may  accomplish  nothing  to  be  hereafter  blazoned  on 
the  roll  of  fame;  but  the  simple  love  of  truth  and  duty 
paramount  in  her  own  mind  will  bring  to  her  its 
“own  exceeding  great  reward.” 

At  tiie  date  of  her  letter  she  had  scarcely  reachi  d 
her  place  of  destination,  and  it  is  accordingly  filled 
with  details  gratifying  to  her  private  friends,  but  of 
hardly  sufficient  interest  for  the  public  eye.  It 
abounds  with  sentiments  of  the  most  ardent  piety, 
and  faith  in  Him  who  has  hitherto  protected  her  in 
her  solitary  pilgrimage,  and  who  has  promised  to 
“temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb.”  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  she  travels  alone,  apparently  un- 
patronised by  any  of  our  missionary  boards. 

At  Gibraltar  she  was  hospitably  entertained  by 
our  worthy  consul,  Mr.  Sprague,  who  seems  not 
unmindful  of  tiie  apostolical  injunction  to  “entertain 
etrangeis.”  With  a pleasure  highly  creditable  to , 


her  heart,  she  dwells  upon  the  many  proofs  of  kind- 
ness and  benevolence  she  experienced  in  his  amia- 
ble family,  and  the  substantial  comforts  they  provid- 
ed for  her  long  and  perilous  journpy. 

While  entering  the  bay  of  Malta  she  was  saluted 
with  tiie  familiar  air  of  “Hail  Columbia,”  played  by 
a Maltese,  who  came  alongside,  and  thus  did  honor 
to  her  country.  She  threw  him  some  coin,  while 
her  thoughts  were  far  away  with  the  home  and 
country  she  should  see  no  more. 

We  trust  to  hear  again  from  her,  with  particulars 
of  the  city  made  holy  by  the  footsteps  of  the  Saviour, 
and  the  witness  of  his  death  and  resurrection.  Tiie 
remarkable  aspect  of  the  times,  the  change  of  the 
seat  of  war  between  civilized  communities,  from 
Europe  to  the  ancient  Aceldama  of  Asia,  and  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  prophecy,  whether  to  be 
understood  literally  or  otherwise,  seem  to  point  out 
tin's  portion  of  the  earth  as  a theatre  on  which  great 
events  are  yet  to  be  revealed.  The  circumstance 
of  the  Rothschilds  holding  a mortgage  of  the  Holy 
City,  which  seems  to  be  well  authenticated,  adds  not 
a little  to  the  peculiar  interest  with  which  all  eyes 
regard  this  interesting  portion  of  the  world. 

[ Southern  Literary  Messenger. 

Mary  Jemison.  The  history  of  Mary  Jemison, 
a name  of  some  notoriety  in  our  annals,  is  thus  writ- 
ten in  a letter  from  the  Genesee  Valley,  N.  Y.  to 
the  Commercial  Advertiser: 

The  Gardow  reservation,  to  which  I have  refer- 
red, and  upon  a section  of  which  general  Brooks 
resides,  was  a tract  of  ten  thousand  acres  which  the 
Seneca  Indians  reserved  in  their  sale  to  Robert  Mor- 
ris, in  1797,  conferring  it  upon  Mary  Jemison,  the 
celebrated  “white  woman,”  who  resided  upon  it  till 
her  decease,  at  a very  advanced  age,  some  ten  or 
fifteen  years  ago.  Mary  Jemison  was  truly  a re- 
markable woman.  She  was  of  Irish  parents,  and 
was  born  at  sea  on  their  passage  to  America  in  1742 
or  ’43.  Her  parents  settled  on  what  was  at  that  time 
the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania.  She  had  an  uncle  in 
the  command  of  Washington,  who  fell  at  Braddock's 
defeat.  In  the  spring  of  1755,  Mary,  her  parents, 
two  brothers  and  several  inmates  of  the  house,  were 
made  prisoners  by  a party  of  half  a dozen  Seneca 
Indians  and  four  Frenchmen.  They  were  all  hur- 
ried off  into  the  woods,  and  the  whole  party  murder- 
ed afterwards,  Mary  alone  excepted.  She  was  ex- 
posed to  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a prisoner 
until  her  arrival  at  Seneca  town,  where  she  was 
adopted  into  an  Indian  family,  as  daughter,  and 
henceforward  treated  with  kindness — leading  a rov- 
ing life,  and  for  a season  meditating  upon  the  means 
of  escape.  These  being  frustrated,  she  at  length 
resigned  herself  entirely  to  the  Indian  life  and  cus 
toms.  At  a proper  age,  she  was  married  to  a Dela- 
ware Indian,  whom  she  loved,  and  bv  whom  she  had 
one  or  more  children.  She  visited  Fort  Pitt  several 
times,  and  occasionally  resided  among  the  Shawnee 
Indians. 

Her  husband  died,  and  she  afterwards  married  a 
Seneca  chief,  living  in  (he  Genesee  Valley,  at.  about 
the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Her  Se- 
naca  husband  was  a man  of  blood,  but  kind  and  af- 
fectionate to  her.  She  retained  her  family  name, 
Jemison,  and  also  the  English  language,  which  she 
spoke  fluently,  until  the  day  of  her  death.  But  al- 
though she  had  been  religiously  instructed  by  her 
parents,  she  embraced  the  religion  of  the  Indians, 
and,  in  a word,  become  thoroughly  Indianized— 
adopting  and  becoming  enamored  of  all  their  man- 
ners, habits  and  customs  throughout.  Her  life  was 
full  of  incident  and  wild  adventure.  The  Indians 
ever  entertained  an  exalted  esteem  for  her,  as  was 
evinced  by  the  Gardow  treaty — embracing  a rich 
section,  both  of  intervale  and  upland,  upon  which 
she  resided  until  her  death.  In  obtaining  this  grant, 
or  reservation,  moreover,  she  showed  all  the  cunning 
of  her  adopted  people.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  who 
conducted  the  treaty  for  his  father,  has  told  me  that 
when  the  request  was  made  to  him  for  a reservation 
for  “the  white  woman,”  he  supposed  they  meant  only 
a farm  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  acres,  but  that 
the  woman  herself,  by  artfully  indicating  certain 
bounds  with  which  he  was  not  exactly  familiar,  ac- 
tually overreached  them,  and  obtained  the  large 
tract  already  mentioned,  including  the  w hole  of  the 
Gadow  flats,  and  the  romantic  walls  of  rock  and  hill 
within  which  they  were  sequested. 

During  the  war  of  the  revolution  her  house  was 
often  the  quarters  of  col.  Brant  and  col  John  But- 
ler, when  making  their  inroads  upon  the  frontiers  of 
the  colonies.  She  attended  the  treaty  of  Genesee 
Flats,  held  by  general  Schuyler,  in  1775;  and  her 
life,  taken  down  in  writing  from  her  own  lips,  in 
1823,  was  full  of  incident  and  adventure.  She  would 
not  throw  olfher  Indian  cusfome  even  after  the  w bite 
population  had  completely  surrounded  her  residence; 
but  adhered  to  (lie  Indian  customs  with  I e utmost 
tenacity  to  the  last.  She  was  rich,  not  only  in  land. 


but  in  herds  and  flocks,  and  had  tenants  who  work- 
ed her  lands.  One  of  her  sons  was  educated  a phy- 
sician, and  obtained  a surgeon’s  commission  in  the 
navy,  dying  a few’ days  ago  on  the  Mediterranean 
station.  In  many  respects  Mary  was  a valuable  wo- 
man— humane  and  benevolent — and  doing  great  good 
among  the  people  of  her  adoption. 

Monument  to  gen.  Mercer.  One  ofourrepor- 
ters  has  obtained,  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
John  Strothers  & Son,  the  following  description 
ol  the  monument  which  is  to  be  erected  at  Laurel 
Hill  on  the  23d  instant,  and  beneath  which  the  re- 
mains of  the  gallant  Mercer  are  to  repose  after 
their  removal  from  their  present  resting  place 
(Christ  church  yard  on  Second  street)  on  the  26th 
instant. 

The  lower  base  upon  the  ground  is  plain,  four 
feet  six  inches  square,  and  seven  inches  in  height; 
over  this  i3  another  base,  plain  and  moulded,  three 
feet  eight  inches  square,  and  sixteen  inches  in 
height;  from  this  rises  the  die,  at  the  four  corners 
of  which  w ill  appear  a chaste  and  classic  pilaster, 
between  which,  and  carved  upon  the  pannels  of  the 
die,  will  appear  the  inscriptions;  the  die  will  be  two 
feet  ten  inches  square,  and  three  feet  three  inches  in 
height;  over  this  will  be  a cornice,  upon  which  is 
sculptured  an  American  sword  and  scabbard,  cross- 
ed, and  surrounded  by  a radii  or  glory.  This  was 
the  piece  which  was  exhibited  at  the  Franklin  in- 
stitute. It  is  three  feet  two  inches  square,  and 
thirteen  inches  in  height.  Upon  this  rests  the 
plinth  of  the  urn,  which  i3  plain  and  ornamented, 
is  two  feet  square,  and  eleven  inches  in  height. 
The  whole  surmounted  by  a tripodical  urn,  sup- 
ported by  three  Roman  swords.  The  urn  is  two 
feet  four  inches  in  height.  The  total  height  of  the 
whole  monument  will  be  nine  feet  six  inches. 

Below  we  give  the  inscriptions,  precisely,  we  be- 
lieve, as  they  are  to  be  engraved  upon  the  pannels 
of  the  die:  [ United  Stales  Gazette. 

[ Principal  front  facing  the  east  ] 
Dedicated  to  the 
Mpmorv  of 

GENERAL  HUGH  MERCER, 
who  fell  lor  the 

Sacred  Cause  of  Human  Liberty 
and 

American  Independence 
in  the 

Battle  of  Princeton. 

He  poured  out  his  blood 
for  a 

Generous  Principle. 

[ West  side.] 

GENERAL  MERCER, 
a Physician  of 

Fredericksburg  in  Virginia, 
was  distinguished  lor 
His  skill  and  learning, 

His  gentleness  and  decision, 

His  refinement  and  humanity, 

His  elevated  honor, 
and  his 

Devotion  to  the  Great  Cause 
of 

Civil  and  Religious  Liberty. 

[ North  side.] 

GENERAL  MERCER, 
a native  of 
SCOTLAND, 

Was  an  Assistant  Surgeon, 

In  the  Battle  of  Culloden, 
and 

The  Companion  of 
Washington 

In  the  Indian  Wars  of  1775  and  1776. 

He  received  a 
MEDAL 

From  the  Corporation  of 
Philadelphia, 

For  his  Courage  and  Conduct 
In  the  expedition  against 
The  Indian  Settlement  of 
KITTANNING. 

[ South  side.] 

The 

ST.  ANDREW’S  SOCIETY 
of  Philadelphia, 

Offer  this  humble  Tribute 
To  the  memory  of 
An  Illustrious 
BROTHER. 

“When  a grateful  posterity  shall  bid  the  trophied 
memorial  rise  to  the  martyrs  who  sealed  with  their 
blood  the  charter  of  an  empire’s  liberties,  there  shall 
not  be  wanting  a monument  to  him  whom 
Washington 

Mourned  a«  the  worthy  and  brave 
MERCER.” 

[ Cuslis’  Memoirs. 
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American  ostrich.  The  Great  Western 
brought  down  some  line  spee.imens  of  these  large 
birds,  new  entirely  to  us  of  this  region.  They  are 
three  in  number,  quite  tall,  nearly  four  feet,  and  re- 
semble their  namesake  of  the  old  continent  in  ac- 
tion and  external  appearance.  A gentleman  of 
Chautauque  county  has  them  in  charge. 

Buffalo  Com.  Adv. 

Astronomical  phenomina.  In  Manchester, 
England,  there  was  recently  observed  on  the  suri,  a 
perfectly  round  and  well  defined  spot,  the  diameter 
of  which  was  apparently  one-twelfth  of  the  sun’s 
disc.  It  passed  slowly  across  the  face  of  the  sun 
from  west  to  east,  and  was  visible  for  about  an  hour. 


AMERICAN  PRESIDENTS. 

Born.  Inaug.  Term  ex. 
George  Washington,  Feb.  22,  1732  1739  66th  age. 

John  Adams,  Oct.  19,  1735  1797  do. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  April  2,  1743  1801  do. 

James  Madison,  Mar.  5,  1751  1809  do. 

James  Monroe,  April  2,  1759  1817  do. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  July  11,  1766  1825  63d 

Andrew  Jackson,  Mar.  15,  1767  1829  70th 

Martin  Van  Buren,  Dec.  5,  1782  1837  59th 

Bank  notes.  Twenty  dollar  notes  of  the  Me- 
chanics’ and  Farmers’  bank  of  New  York  are  in  cir- 
culation in  that  city,  altered  from  two  dollar  notes. 
They  may  be  distinguished  by  the  difference  in  the 
vignette, "which  in  the  genuine  is  to  be  found  over 
the  signature  of  the  cashier,  and  in  the  altered 
notes  at  the  other  end  over  the  signature  of  the 
president. 

James  Birney,  esq.  the  abolition  candidate  for 
the  presidency  of  the  United  States,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  the  24th  in  the  Great  Western  from  Eng- 
land. 

Canajoharie  village,  N.  Y.  was  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant. — 
About  forty  buildings  were  destroyed,  chiefly  dwel- 
lings. Loss  probably  will  exceed  $100,000,  mostly 
insured.  There  were  two  stores  burned,  Fero  and 
Erwin’s,  with  part  of  their  stock,  partly  insured; 
and  Wells  and  Baker’s,  and  a portion  of  their 
stock,  no  insurance — both  stores  owned  by  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  Henry  Lieber.” 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  population.  Males  3,109, 
females  2,962 — total  6,071.  In  1830  the  population 
W'as  1,076,  gain  in  10  years  4,995. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  population.  White  males 
3,034,  white  females  2,441— total  of  white  5,475, 
colored  males  317,  females  256 — total  colored  578 
— grand  total  6,048. 

Connecticut.  The  population  as  asceitained, 
is  310,131.  In  1S30  it  was  297,711;  increase 
12,430.’ 

Cotton  and  rice — Charleston  S.  C.  Nov.  21. 

Sea  Island.  Upland.  Rice. 
Stock  on  hand  Oct.  1,  1840,  752  3,401  825 

Received  since,  286  34,793  6,576 


1,038 

Exported  and  on  ship  board,  249 


38,194  7,401 
27,225  5,961 


Stock  on  hand,  789  10,969  1,140 

There  is  somewhat  more  animation  in  the  market 

sales  at  8|to9J.  The  impression  seems  lo  be  that 

the  receipts  of  the  season  will  be  from  80  to  90,000 
bales. 

JR  Columbia  sales  at  S|to9. 

New  Orleans , Nov.  19.  Sales  of  the  three  first 
days  ot  this  week  12,500,  and  of  the  whole  week 
about  18,000  bales;  arrivals  20,401  bales.  On  hand 
85,822  bales.  At  this  time  last  year  89,184. 

Prices — Liverpool  classification — Louisiana  arid 
Mississippi  ordinary,  7a7|;  middling,  8a8i;  mid- 
dling lair,  8£a8i;  fair,  9};  good  fair,  10al0£;  good 
and  fine,  llj- 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  Baltimore  41,  of 
which  10  were  under  two  years  of  age,  and  12  were 
colored,  9 free  and  3 slaves. 

Wm.  P.  Darnes,  whose  trial  at  St.  Louis  has  ex- 
cited so  much  attention,  was  found  guilty  of  “man- 
slaughter in  the  fourth  degree,”  which  subjected 
him  to  a fine  of  $500. 

Electricity.  It  has  been  ascertained  from 
careful  and  often  repeated  experiments,  that  the 
eleclric  fluid  travels  at  the  astonishing  and  lncon- 
ceiveabie  velocity  of  two  hundred  thousand  miles  in 
a single  second  of  lime!  So  that  if  a wire  was  pass- 
ed around  this  globe  of  ours  this  subtle  agent  would 
trar  erse  the  circumference,  (about  twenty  four  thou- 
sand miles ) in  about  the  eight  part  of  a second. 

A fair  in  Asia.  This  fair  of  the  St.  Onoufre, 
which  lasts  lour  weeks,  has  this  year  been  numer- 
ously attended.  The  Tartars,  Cossacs  and  Cabar- 
Aians  brought  in  30,000  wild  horses.  It  also  collected 


10,000  horses  of  finest  breeds,  50,000  oxen,  cows, 
bulls,  steers  and  heifers,  100,000  sheep,  10,000  swine 
— races  were  run  every  morning.  A Circassian  horse, 
rode  by  its  owner,  gained  a piize  of  25,000  roubles. 
Two  horses  from  Kashg,  in  Tartary,  were  the  next 
in  success.  A Circassian  horse,  however,  gained  a 
race  extending  to  the  length  of  six  French  leagues, 
winning  a stake  of  500  ducats,  and  all  the  twelve 
horses  which  ran  against  him,  each  of  which  was 
worth  1,000  roubles. 

Flour  remains  as  at  our  last  quotations;  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.  250  bis.  Baltimore  and  Richmond 
sold  at  $5Ja6. 

The  German  reform  church.  From  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  general  synod  of  this  church,  we 
learn  that  the  whole  number  attached  to  their  com- 
munion, exclusive  of  the  synod  of  Ohio,  exhibits 
an  aggregate  of  about  200  ministers,  600  congre- 
gations, and  75,000  members.  The  periodicals  of 
this  church,  the  “Weekly  Messenger”  and  “Zeits- 
chrif,”  are  represented  to  be  liberally  supported, 
and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  swell  the  subscription 
list  of  each  to  at  least  5,000.  Their  literary  and 
thological  institutions,  located  at  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
are  in  a very  flourishing  condilion;  and  at  the  late 
meeting  of  their  general  synod,  it  was  resolved  that 
during  the  centenary  year  1841,  special  efforts 
should  be  made  to  raise  an  additional  sum  of  100,000 
dollars  for  the  complete  and  permanent  endowment 
of  the  institutions,  in  connection  with  the  cause  of 
beneficiary  education.  [Patriot. 

Juniata  county,  Pa.  has  a population  of 
11,079;  of  which  5,512  are  white  males,  64  colored, 
5,458  are  white  females,  45  colored. 

India  rubber.  This  most  remarkable  article, 
which  only  a few  years  ago  was  sent  to  this  coun- 
try as  ballast,  now  sells,  in  a fine  state,  as  high  as 
10s.  to  11s.  per  pound,  when  spun  into  thread.  One 
firm  spins  as  much  India  rubber  thread  every  week 
as  would  reach  from  London  to  Canton,  the  country 
it  is  imported  from.  There  are  twelve  patents  for 
this  article,  and  these  patents  have  cost  more  to  de- 
fend in  law  than  the  amount  paid  for  India  rubber 
since  the  article  has  been  known  to  us  as  of  any 
value.  Experiments  are  now  making  in  England 
and  France  to  apply  the  article  to  the  cure  of  con- 
sumption. [London  paper. 

Industry.  The  hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  who 
is  now  74  years  of  age,  delivered  a lecture  before 
the  Young  Men’s  institute,  in  Plartford,  on  Monday 
evening  last;  he  went  there  from  Boston  the  same 
day.  On  Tuesday  evening,  he  delivered  a lecture 
before  a similar  institute  in  New  Haven,  and  on 
Wednesday  evening  he  lectured  before  the  New 
York  lyceum,  at  the  Broadway  tabernacle,  in  the 
city.  On  Thursday  evening  he  delivered  a lecture 
before  one  of  the  Brooklyn  associations;  and  on 
Friday  evening  he  delivered  a second  lecture,  on 
faith,  before  (be  New  York  lyceum. 

Lake  Erie  ‘harbors.  The  British  govern- 
ment have  directed  a survey  and  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  all  the  harbors  on  Lake  Erie  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  roads  leading  to  them,  with  the  view 
to  their  improvement. 

The  law  of  newspapers.  We  learn  from 
the  Boston  Cornier  that  judge  Williams,  in  a lale 
case  before  the  common  pleas,  laid  down  the  law 
in  relation  to  a question  interesting  to  editors  of 
newspapers,  as  follows: 

1.  Where  a subscriber  to  a newspaper  orders  it 
to  be  discontinued,  and  it  continues  to  be  left  at  his 
residence,  the  presumption  is,  in  the  absence  of 
any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  it  is  left  by  the 
subscriber’s  orders,  and  upon  a promise  to  pay 
for  it. 

2.  If  a newspaper  is  left  from  day  to  day  for  a per- 
son at  his  place  ofbusiness  with  his  knowledge  and 
consent,  though  not  his  expressed  consent;  and  if 
he  has  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  so  left  under  the 
expectation  that  he  is  to  pay  for  it;  in  that  case  lie 
will  be  bound  to  pay  for  it,  unless  he  gives  notice 
lo  discontinue  it. 

The  log  cabin  state.  We  claim  this  title  for 
Pennsylvania.  In  this  state — in  this  county — in 
this  town,  the  impudent  sneer  of  the  Baltimore  Re- 
publican at  gen.  Harrison’s  poverty  was  first  pub- 
licly resented,  by  inscribing  the  “log  cabin”  upon 
the  banners  of  the  people.  Here,  in  Harrisburg, 
the  first  log  cabin  was  displayed  as  an  emblem  of 
our  principles,  and  of  our  contempt  for  the  sneers 
of  the  officeholders.  Soon  after  the  article  appear- 
ed in  the  Baltimore  Republican,  declaring  that, 
with  $2,000  a year,  gen.  Harrison  would  be  con- 
tent to  remain  in  Ii is  log  cabin  and  drink  hard  cider, 
it  was  suggested  that  the  people  should  resent  the 
insult  thus.cast  at  their  candidate;  and  therefore  the 
writer  of  this  drew  a log  cabin,  which  was  painted 
on  a transparency  and  exhibited  on  the  20th  of  Ja- 


nuary. Since  that  time  log  cabins  have  become 
famous.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  here  Harrison 
was  started,  and  here  his  “log  cabin”  was  started 
also.  After  this,  who  will  doubt  our  claim  to  the 
title  of  the  log  cabin  state?  [Harrisburg  Chron. 

New  Hampshire.  The  population  of  New 
Hampshire  in  1800  was  483,858;  in  1810,214,460; 
in  1820, 244,161,  and  in  1830,  269,633.  It  now 
contains  a population  of  284,481.  Increase  during 
the  last  ten  years  14,848. 

Oxalic  acid.  It  may  be  impoitant  to  mention 
especially  in  this  suicide  loving  age,  that  two 
ounces  of  magnesia,  mixed  with  about  a quart  of 
water,  or  the  same  quantity  of  common  whiting, 
thrown  into  the  stomach  by  any  means  (stomach 
pump  being  readest  and  most  preferable  on  such 
occasions),  will  effectually  neutralize  and  render 
inert  this  most  active  poison. 

[Albany  Daily  Adv. 

Philadelphia  city  and  county.  The  cen- 
sus is  completed  so  far  as  to  exhibit  the  following 


result: 

City  of  Philadelphia  in  1840,  93,873 

Do.  do.  1830,  83,499 


Increase  in  ten  years,  13,396 


County  of  Philadelphia  in  1S40,  165,049 

Do.  do.  1830,  108,484 


Increase  in  ten  years,  56,565 

Aggregate  of  city  and  couuty,  258,922 

Increase  since  1S30,  69,961 


Ship  building.  The  first  vessel  built  in  New 
England,  was  in  1622,  at  Plymouth,  and  was  a 
large  boat  or  shallop.  The  second,  was  the  “Bless- 
ing of  the  Bay,”  a vessel  of  forty  or  fifty  tons, 
built  by  gov.  Winthrop,  in  1631,  at  Misticlc,  now 
Medford,  and  launched  on  the  fourth  of  July.  The 
third  was  built  in  1631,  at  Marble  harbor,  (Marble- 
head) by  the  “Salem  people.”  This  vessel  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty  Ions  burden,  and  called 
the  “Desire.”  In  1641,  the  “Plymouth  people” 
built  another  of  fifty  tons. 

Silk.  The  Tennessee  silk  society  held  their 
annual  meeting  last  month.  Some  very  fair  speci- 
mens were  exhibited. 

Steamers.  A new  line.  The  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  announces  that  the  preliminaries 
of  a project  lor  a new  line  between  that  port  and 
England  is  nearly  completed,  and  that  the  keels  of 
four  gigantic  vessels  of  2,000  tons,  with  engines  of 
800  horse  power  each  are  to  be  laid.  They  intend 
to  improve  upon  the  British  steamers,  and  to  make 
the  passage  in  ten  days. 

The  great  Russian  war  steamer,  Kamskatka,  built 
under  the  superintendance  of  Messrs.  Schuyler,  N. 
York,  at  the  yard  of  Mr.  William  H.  Brown,  was 
launched  in  fine  style  on  the  24th  instant.  Burthen 
2,049  tons. 

The  steam  ship  Neptune,  Rollins,  arrived  at  Ha- 
vana on  the  12th  inst.  in  three  days  from  Charleston. 
She  was  expected  to  leave  for  New  Orleans  on  the 
13th,  to  resume  her  station  in  the  Texas  trade. 

Steamboats.  The  Queen  ofthe  West,  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  7th,  in  four  days  and  twen- 
ty-two hours  from  Cincinnati. 

Steamboat  accident.  The  steamboat  Persian 
on  her  way  from  New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis,  when 
a few  miles  below  Napoleon,  Arkansas,  collapsed  a 
flue,  by  which  nineteen  persons  were  instantly  kill- 
ed and  thirty  badly  scalded,  principally  deck  passen- 
gers. We  find  a partial  list  of  the  sufferers  in 
a New  Orleans  paper,  according  to  which,  but  12 
persons  are  ascertained  as  yet  to  have  been  killed. 
The  Vicksburg  Sentinel  of  the  11th  instant,  states 
that  the  melancholy  accident  occurred  “altera  well 
contested  race  between  her  and  the  Rienzi,  and  the 
United  States.”  The  Sentinel  adds,  that  this  “ac- 
count may  be  relied  upon  as  correct,”  as  it  is  given 
upon  the  authority  of  the  captain  of  the  Meteor. 

Stocks.  United  States  bank  in  New  York  65J. 

Tobacco.  The  shippers  of  this  article  say  that 
tobacco  if  weighed  in  the  spring  and  then  lies  until 
fall,  will  shrink  in  weight  forty  or  fifty  pounds  per 
hogshead.  [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Wesleyan  university.  The  catalogue  of  this 
institution  for  the  academical  year  of  1S40-41,  gives 
the  total  number  of  students  at  133;  of  which  there 
are  seniors  34,  juniors  48,  sophomores  28,  and  23 
freshmen.  The  rev.  Dr.  Olin,  recently  arrived  from 
Europe,  will,  in  a few  days,  assume  the  duties  of 
president  of  the  university. 

Wheat.  At  Baltimore,  Maryland  white  $1  00 
a$l  15.  Red  90a97  cents. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  remains  of  Napoleon.  The  French  fri- 
gate Belle  Poule,  commanded  by  the  prince  de 
Joinville,  accompanied  by  the  Favorite  sloop  of 
war,  reached  St.  Helena  on  the  8th  October,  from 
France,  and  was  received  with  due  respect. 

The  mortal  remains  of  Napoleon  were  to  be  ta- 
ken on  board  the  frigate  on  the  15th  October,  that 
being  the  day  on  which  Bonaparte  arrived  at  St. 
Helena,  25  years  ago.  In  the  retinue  from  France 
for  this  purpose  (with  the  prince)  are  counts  de 
Chabot,  Las  Casas  and  Marchand,  and  generals 
Bertrand  and  Gourgaud,  and  four  of  Napoleon’s 
former  domestics  at  St.  Helena. 

There  is  a sarcophagus  of  ebony  by  the  “Belle 
Poule,”  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  coffin  of  Na- 
poleon. On  board  the  “Belle  Poule”  is  a chapel 
fitted  up  for  its  reception,  which  is  lined  with  black 
velvet,  in  3mall  panels,  sprinkled  all  over  with  sil- 
ver stars,  festooned  with  silver  cord  and  tassals. 

There  is  an  altar,  with  a crucifix  over  it,  at  one 
end  of  the  chapel.  This  sarcophagus  is  supported 
at  the  corners  by  four  eagles.  On  the  top  of  it  is 
to  be  placed  an  embroidered  black  velvet  cushion, 
and  on  the  cushion  a crown.  Suspended  to  the 
ceiling,  immediately  above  the  crown,  a ball  with 
a cross  on  the  top  of  it,  and  under  the  ball  the  em- 
blem of  justice.  In  the  chapel  are  also  four  pyra- 
mids to  hold  candles;  suspended  to  the  ceiling  are 
four  vessels  to  burn  incense;  there  is  also  a rich 
velvet  pall,  which  is  said  to  have  cost  25,000  francs, 
to  cover  the  sarcophagus. 

Munitions  of  war.  The  N.  Y.  Commercial 
Advertiser  says  that  the  naval  forces  of  the  differ- 
ent powers,  now  in  the  Mediterranean,  are  presum- 
ed to  be  as  follows: 

Fiance — Twenty  sail  of  the  line,  ten  frigates  and 
ninety  smaller  vessels,  including  steamers. 

England — Sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  lour  frigates 
and  twenty  smaller  vessels. 

Russia — Ten  sail  of  the  line  and  eleven  frigates, 
corvettes  and  brigs. 

Austria — Two  sail  of  the  line  and  five  smaller 
vessels. 

-Egypt— Seventeen  sail  of  the  line  and  forty  smal- 
ler vessels. 

Turkey — Three  sail  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates, 
corvettes,  &c. 

Sardinia — Four  frigates,  corvettes  and  brigs. 

United  States— One  sail  of  the  line,  one  frigate 
and  one  corvette. 

Total,  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  vessels. 
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CHINA. 

A correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, writing  from  Macao  under  date  of  22d  June, 
says — 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  intentions  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  but  it  is  conjectured  that  Canton 
will  not  be  attacked;  that  the  Bogue  forts  will  be 
taken  possession  of,  and  the  river  blockaded;  and 
the  force  then  move  immediately  to  the  north.  If 
they  go  to  Pekin  at  once,  they  will  be  unsuccess- 
ful; the  probability  is  that  they  will  take  possession 
of  Chusan,  or  some  similar  position,  and  operate 
from  thence  on  such  points  as  seem  to  offer  the 
bpst  chance  of  distressing  the  Chinese  without 
great  loss  of  life.  These  probably  are  the  mouths 
of  the  great  rivers,  and  particularly  the  junction  of 
the  grand  canal  with  them.  There  are  parties  who 
believe  this  will  be  sufficient;  but  to  me  it  seems 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  end  proposed;  which, 
as  I have  often  written,  is  virtually  to  revolution- 
ize this  immense  empire.  Such  a result  may  be 
brought  about,  but  only  I think  by  a system  of  in- 
timidation, and  such  a show  of  force  as  shall  con- 
vince the  Chinese  that  resistance  is  wholly  useless. 
This  may  be  effected  without  difficulty,  by  a reso- 
lute power;  lor  the  great  cities  of  China,  on  the 
coast,  are  wholly  defenceless,  their  forts  every 
where  dilapidated,  and  their  arms,  matchlocks  and 
bows  and  arrows!  But  the  fear  is  that  the  English 
will  be  contented  with  two  little,  and  they  will  not 
take  proper  steps  fo  secure  even  this  permanently; 
but  a few  days  may  enable  us  to  form  a better  opi- 
nion of  what  is  to  be  done  hereabouts. 

Meanwhile  the  Americans  are  leaving  Canton; 
almost  all  their  ships  are  out  of  the  river,  and  their 
property  for  the  most  part  safe.  We  have  to-day 
many  reports  in  ciiculation  which  may  not  all 
be  true;  that  a reward  of  $25,000  will  be  paid  to 
anyone  blowing  up  the  “Wellesley,”  and  in  pro- 
portion for  the  other  men  of  war;  that  a price  has 
been  set  on  the  heads  of  some  of  the  English  mer- 
chants: and  that  the  Americans  have  been  order- 
ed to  leave  Canton  in  five  days!  It  is  impossible 
to  believe  this.  Our  last  accounts  from  the  United 
States  are  to  23d  February,  from  England  to  4th 
March:  but  we  are  looking  every  moment  for  the 
April  overland  mail.  The  news  it  brings  however 
cannot  be  of  much  importance.  The  stock  of  tea 
is  exhausted,  and  but  little  nankin  silk  remains. 
After  all  the  export  of  tea  to  England  will  amount 
to  thirty  million  pounds!  ten  millions  more  than 
was  confidently  predicted.  We  think  there  is  every 
reason  to  anticipate  a long  interruption  in  the  trade, 
from  six  to  eighteen  months,  (and  it  appears  to  us 
that  parties  with  you  will  be  safe  in  acting  on  this 
calculation).  The  opium  trade,  the  cause  of  our 
present  troubles  proximatvly,  so  far  from  being 
checked  by  the  measures  of  Lin  was  never  more 
flourishing. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Courier  gives  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  export  of  tea  to  England 
since  1st  October  last: 

Bohea  lbs.  191,554  Twankay  lbs.  3,120,249 
Congo  16,653,025  Hyson  Skin  115, 0S1 

Caper  129,281  Hyson  1,446,525 

Cainpoi  9,066  Young  Hyson  650,357 

Souching  636,998  Imperial  285,710 

Hung  Mucy  101,475  Gunpowder  598,687 

Penoe  242,544  

Orange  Pekoe  535,195  Green  6,206,609 
Black  18,609,987 


Total  lbs.  24,826,596 

To  which  must  be  added  about  a million  and  a 
half  sent  to  Singapore  for  transhipment. 

From  Canton.  The  arrival  of  the  ship  Globe, 
captain  Christopher,  brings  news  from  Canton  as 
late  as  the  4lhof  July,  which  is  ten  days  later 
than  that  received  by  the  arrival  of  the  Ann  Mc- 
Kim.  The  public  notice  issued  on  the  28th  of 
June,  by  sir  James  Gordon  Bremer,  commander  of 
the  British  naval  force,  declaring  the  port  of  Can- 
ton ina  state  of  blockade  was  not  put  in  force  un- 
lit the  3d  of  the  ensuing  month.  Great  excitement 
was  caused  in  Canton  and  the  neighborhood  by  this 
actual  commencement  of  hostilities.  By  some  of 
the  Chinese  it  was  thought  that  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  suburbs  would  be  made  to  retire  within 
the  city  walls,  and  apprehending  this,  many  of  the 
wealthier  people  had  removed  into  the  eountrv. 
Apprehensions  of  insurrections  among  the  people. 


| thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  cessation  of  the 
foreign  trade,  were  also  entertained,  and  it  was 
thought  they  might  possibly  break  out  immediately 
after  all  the  foreigners  shall  have  left  Canton. 

The  Chinese  proclamation.  The  following  curious 
affair  has  been  issued  by  the  Chinese  authorities: 

Proclamation. — Rate  of  rewards  for  destroying  the 
English.  An  offer  of  rewards  which  will  truly  be 
awarded  to  any  one  who  shall  destroy  the  English. 

1st.  Whether  civil  or  military  officers,  soldiers  or 
people,  whoever  shall  be  able  to  take  an  English 
man-of-war  carrying  eighty  great  guns,  delivering 
the  same  to  the  mandarins,  shall  receive  the  reward 
of  $20,000.  Fora  smaller  vessel,  carrying  fewer 
guns,  less  will  be  given.  For  every  great  gun  less 
the  reward  will  be  diminished  $100.  Whatever  the 
great  vessel  contains — besides  the  great  guns,  wea- 
pons of  war  and  opium,  which  must  be  given  up  to 
the  mandarins,  excepted — such  as  clocks,  watches, 
clothes  or  money — all  these  in  addition  shall  be 
awarded  to  the  takers  of  the  vessel!  Again  to  any 
one  who  shall  destroy  a great  man-of-war  of  said 
foreigners,  not  leaving  even  a single  plank — sub- 
stantial evidence  being  produced  of  the  same — shall 
be  given  the  reward  of  $10,000.  For  a smaller  one 
less  in  proportion. 

2d.  Whoever  takes  an  English  merchant  vessel, 
shall  have  as  a reward  whatever  the  vessel  contains 
— excepting  the  vessel,  great  guns,  implements  of 
war  and  opium,  which  must  be  given  up  to  the 
mandarins — such  as  goods  and  money.  In  addition 
to  which,  for  a large  vessel  with  three  masts,  the 
takers  shall  receive  the  reward  of  $10,000;  two  and 
a half  masts,  $5,000;  two  masts,  $3,000.  For  tak- 
ing an  English  barge  (sampan)  or  passage  boat, 
$300;  a small  one,  $100. 

Whether  large  or  small,  for  the  destroying  or  sink- 
ing of  each  English  vessel — substantial  evidence 
being  produced  of  the  same — the  proportion  of  one- 
third  of  the  foiegoing  rewards  shall  be  awarded. 

3d.  For  taking  alive  a foreign  mandarin  or  offi- 
cer, on  inquiry  should  it  be  ascertained  that  he  is 
the  said  man  of- war’s  chief  officer,  the  reward  shall 
be  ($5,000)  five  thousand  dollars;  for  any  other  of- 
ficer, more  or  less,  according  to  his  rank  and  office 
— the  rule  of  lessening — for  every  degree  lower,  the 
reward  shall  be  diminished  $ 500. 

4th.  For  killing  foreign  mandarins  or  officers 

substantial  evidence  being  produced  of  the  same 

one-third  of  the  proportional  reward  for  taking  such 
alive  shali  be  awarded! 

5th.  For  seizing  alive  Englishmen  or  payees, 
whether  soldiers  or  merchants,  for  each  one  a re- 
ward shall  be  given  of  $100;  for  each  one  killed — 
evidence  being  produced  of  the  same — $20.  As 
for  taking  the  black  devils,  it  ought  to  be  decided 
whether  they  are  soldiers  or  slaves,  and  the  reward 
granted  accordingl)! 

6th.  For  taking  Han  rascals — Chinese — who  sup- 
ply the  barbarians,  or  deal  in  opium,  the  same  on 
trial  being  condemned,  decapitated  and  their  heads 
exposed;  for  each  of  such  $100  reward;  besides 
these,  for  those  of  less  crime,  a les3  reward  will  be 
given!  Translated  by  I.  J.  R. 

June  24 th,  1840. 

TEXAS  AND  MEXICO. 

Galveston  papers  of  the  15th  of  November  says: 
“We  are  lurtheir  convinced,”  says  the  Galveston 
Courier,  “from  intelligence  received  lately  by  the 
sloop  Phenix,  from  Corpus  Christi  bay,  that  there 
has  been  no  serious  collision  between  Arista  (cen- 
tralist) and  Canales  (federal).  At  the  latest  ac- 
counts, Canales  was  making  rapid  marches  from 
town  to  town,  in  the  direction  of  Tampico,  andeve- 
ry  place  he  visited  declaring  in  favor  of  ‘the  consti- 
tution of  1824,’  and  joining  in  his  cause.” 

The  Houston  Star,  of  the  11th,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Success  of  col.  Moore's  expedition.  We  learn  by 
letter  from  Austin,  received  by  last  night’s  mail,  that 
on  the  21st  ult.  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
col.  Moore  came  in  sight  of  a large  Cumanche  en- 
campment, on  the  head  waters  of  the  Colorado, 
about  300  miles  northwest  of  Austin,  which  they 
attacked,  and  succeeded  in  killing  about  150  Indians, 
captured  32  prisoners,  and  about  500  horses  and 
mules.  Among  the  eapitives  are  two  Mexican  boys. 
Col.  Moore,  with  bis  command,  arrived  at  Austin, 
on  the  7th  inst.  and  was  received  by  the  inhabitants 
with  the  highest  deinonslrations  of  joy  and  com- 
mendation. 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

According  to  the  requirements  of  law,  the  elec- 
tors of  president  and  vice  president  were  on  Wed- 
nesday last  the  2d  December,  to  assemble  at  the 
seats  of  government  of  their  respective  states,  and 
cast  their  ballots  for  president  and  vice  president. 
They  are  to  make  three  lists  of  the  votes.  One  of 
these  is  sent  by  a special  messenger,  appointed  by 
the  electoral  college  of  each  state,  to  Washington, 
and  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  president  of  the  se- 
nate, on  or  belore  the  first  Wednesday  of  January; 
another  is  required  to  be  forthwith  forwarded  to  the 
president  of  the  senate  by  mail;  the  third  is  to  be 
forthwith  delivered  to  the  district  judge  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  district  in  which  the  electors  as- 
semble. If  a list  of  votes  shall  not  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  seat  of  government  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday of  January,  the  secretary'  of  state  is  requir- 
ed to  despatch  a special  messenger  to  the  district 
judge  for  the  list  lelt  with  him. 

On  the  second  Wednesday  of  February,  congress 
is  required  to  be  in  session,  and  the  certificates  of 
the  votes,  which  have  been  received,  are  to  be  open- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  senate,  in  presence  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  counted,  and  the 
persons  elected  ascertained  and  declared.  The 
presidential  term  commences  on  the  fourth  of 
March. 

In  case  of  the  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  in- 
ability of  the  president,  the  vice  president  exe- 
cutes the  duties  of  president  until  an  election.  If 
there  be  no  president  or  vice  president,  the  presi- 
dent pro  tem.  of  the  senate  executes  the  duties;  and 
if  there  be  no  president  of  the  senate,  the  speaker 
of  the  house  ot  representatives  does  the  duty.  In 
case  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president  are 
both  vacant,  the  secretary  of  state  is  to  notify  the 
executives  of  the  states,  and  to  give  public  notice 
of  an  election  of  electors,  to  be  held  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  of  the  regular  election,  if  there 
be  two  months  after  notice  before  that  time,  if  not, 
the  next  succeeding  year. 


Results — so  far  as  ascertained. 


Electoral  vote. 

Jdggregate  vote. 

states.  Harri- 

Van 

Harri- 

Van 

son. 

Buren. 

son. 

Buren. 

Maine, 

10 

0 

46,612 

46,201 

New  Hampshire,  0 

7 

25,483 

31,919 

Vermont, 

7 

0 

32,445 

18,009 

Massachusetts, 

14 

0 

72,913 

52,368 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

0 

5,157 

' 3,181 

Connecticut, 

8 

0 

31.212 

24,888 

New  York, 

42 

0 

225,812 

212,519 

New  Jerspy, 

8 

0 

33,362 

31,034 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

0 

144,018- 

143,675 

Delaware, 

3 

0 

5.967 

4,872 

Maryland, 

10 

0 

33,529 

28,754 

Virginia, 

0 

23 

North  Carolina 

15 

0 

46,376 

33,782 

South  Carolina 

0 

11 

Georgia, 

11 

0 

40,349 

31,989 

Alabama, 

0 

7 

Mississippi, 

4 

0 

Louisiana, 

5 

0 

Arkansas, 

0 

3 

Tennessee, 

15 

0 

Kentucky, 

15 

0 

58,489 

32,616 

Ohio, 

21 

0 

148,141 

124,780 

Indiana, 

9 

0 

65,276 

53,581 

Illinois, 

0 

5 

Missouri, 

0 

4 

Michigan, 

3 

0 

234 

60 

Necessary  to  a choice  148. 


WHICH  IS  THE  BANNER  STATE? 

The  whigs  at  an  early  stage  of  the  electioneering 
for  the  next  president,  proposed  to  designate  which- 
ever state  should  give  the  Harrison  ticket  the  largest 
majority,  as  the  banner  state.  There  has  been 
considerable  rivalry  for  the  honor. 

Delaware  claims  it,  not  because  1 hat  state  gave 
a larger  proportional  vote,  but  because  not  one  Van 
Buren  candidate  was  elected  in  their  recent  election; 
the  state,  every  county  in  the  state,  and  every  hun- 
dred in  every  county  in  the  state,  having  elected  for 
all  officers  within  their  choice,  the  whig  candidates, 
leaving  not  one  man  of  their  opponents  in  (dace. 

A writer  in  the  Delaware  Journal  over  the  signa- 
ture of  the  old  revolutionary  appellation  of  11  The 
Blue  Hen's  Chickens,”  who  urges  their  pretentions, 
says:  Delaware  “will  surrender  to  any  other  portion 
of  the  union  with  hut  ten  thousand  votes  which  can 
bring  at  one  election  to  the  aid  of  old  Tip,  and  his 
frinds  two  senators  in  congress — that  is,  one  twenty- 
sixth  part  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the  na- 
tion. 


“Delaware  is  indeed  the  little  one  among  the  sisters 
of  the  great  American  family;  and  because  she  is 
the  little  one,  she  is  entitled  to  be  the  pet,  provided 
she  has  done  most  for  the  family  according  to  her 
means.  Sure  I am  she  has  been  compelled  to  work 
hardest.” 

Vermont  aspired  to  the  honor,  not  only  by  giv- 
ing what  it  was  supposed  would  be  the  largest  pro- 
portional majority,  viz:  14,088,  out  of  an  aggregate 
of  50,792  votes,  being  27.73  and  a fraction  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  vote,  but  also  because  in  all  the  vicis- 
situdes of  the  whig  party,  w hilst  every  other  state 
in  the  union  has  at  one  time  or  other  wavered  from 
the  faith,  Vermont  remained  invariably  firm;  never 
yielding  to  the  Jackson  or  Van  Buren  policy. 

Kentucky,  however,  comes  in  with  her  claim,  not 
only  as  having  given  in  fact  the  largest  proportional 
majority — that  is,  a majority  of  2-5,873  out  of  an  ag- 
gregate of  91,105  votes,  being  28.39  and  a traction 
per  cent,  on  the  whole  vote,  but  also  as  having  given 
the  largest  of  all  the  majorities,  notwithstanding  her 
partiality  for  one  ot  her  own  statesmen,  who  was 
amongst  the  foremost  of  the  candidates  looked  to  by 
the  whig  party,  and  whose  claims  were  postponed 
upon  the  occasion.  Upon  this  tack,  old  Massachu- 
setts comes  in  also  witli  high  pretensions  for  distinc- 
tion. 

Maryland  bases  her  claim  upon  the  fact,  that 
the  nomination  of  Harrison  and  Tyter.was  first  made 
by  Maryland — at  the  whig  state  convention  of  1835. 
The  proposition,  if  we  mistake  not,  came  orginally 
from  a delegate  from  Frederick  county  to  that  con- 
vention. 

The  banner  county.  Designation  is  claimed 
by  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  which  gave  Harrison 
the  largest  aggregate  majority,  viz:  4,773.  Lancas- 
ter, Pennsylvania,  the  next  highest,  gave  a Harrison 
majority  of  4,208. 

The  comparative  majorities  in  Tennessee  in  some 
instances  is  still  larger.  Sevier  county  gave  for  Har- 
rison 886,  Van  Buren  49;  and  Jefferson  county  gave 
for  Harrison  1,811,  tor  Van  Buren  131 — being  more 
than  fourteen  tor  one. 

There  was  an  actual  and  splendid  banner  at  stake 
between  the  two  counties  of  Kentucky,  Shelby  and 
Mason,  which  should  give  the  largest  Harrison  ma- 
jority. Shelby  bore  otfthe  prize,  but  it  was  a very 
neat  fit,  as  wili  be  seen  by  (he  following  returns. — 
The  Commonwealth  insists  that  it  is  so  near  a drawn 
battle  that  each  county  deserves  the  prize,  and  the 
central  committee  should  present  them  both  with 
banners. 

Harrison.  Van  Buren.  Har.  maj. 

Shelby,  1,570  568  1,002 

Mason,  1,556  564  992 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  got  lour 
more  votes  in  Shelby  than  he  did  in  Mason,  while 
'general  Harrison’s  majority  in  Shelby  is  ten  more 
than  it  was  in  Mason. 

The  neatest  match  of  the  parties,  occurs  in  Jas- 
per county,  Georgia,  wdiere,  at  the  October  election 
for  congressmen,  496  votes  were  given  for  the  can- 
didates on  each  side — and  at  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, Harrison  and  Van  Buren  each  received  exaclly 
496  votes. 

The  following  nine  counties  in  the  U.  States 
gave  majorities  over  3,000  lor  the  Harrison  electo- 
ral ticket. 


Counties. 

States. 

rihes. 

No.  of 
votes  polled. 

1. 

Worcbester, 

Massachusetts,  4,773 

18,484 

2. 

Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania,  4,206 

15,150 

3. 

Windsor, 

Vermont,  3,996 

7,650 

4. 

Essex, 

Massachusetts,  3,543 

16,785 

5. 

Kennebec, 

Maine,  3,386 

10,469 

6.  Genesee, 

JNew  York,  3,248 

10,866 

7. 

Suffolk, 

Massachusetts,  3,218 

12,001 

8. 

Erie, 

New  York,  3,100 

10,474 

9. 

Alleghany, 

Pennsylvania  3,047 

12,193 

Total, 

32,517 

114,072 

The  majorities  in  any  six  of  these  counties  wil 

overbalance  Van  Buren’s  majorities  in  all  the  six 
states  in  which  he  had  majorities.  Three  of  the 
above  counties,  it  will  be  observed,  are  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Suffolk  county  comprises  Boston  and  the 
town  of  Chelsea.  Windsor  county,  Vt.  gives  the 
largest  majority  in  proportion  to  the  votes  polled. 

The  Van  Buren  party  have  some  counties  fully  a 
match  for  any  paraded  by  their  opponents  Jackson 
counly,  Alabama,  for  instance,  gave  Van  Buren 
2,115,  and  Harrison  only  58  votes. 

The  Globe  thus  notices  these  pretentions: 

Whig  premium  flags.  The  federal  papers  having 
nearly  exhausted  the  “reported”  (which  invariably 
beat  the  official)  majorities  in  the  several  slates  lor 
their  candidate,  are  now  casting  about  to  find  out 
which  state,  county,  city  and  township  are  entitled 
to  flags,  for  having  given  the  largest  fedeial  majori- 
ty in  proportion  to  their  population.  Most  of  them 
concur  in  opinion,  that  Vermont  is  their  flag  state. 


Windham  county,  in  the  same  state,  the  flag  county, 
Boston  the  flag  city,  and  some  township  in  Missis- 
sippi— which  they  do  riot  name,  but  say  it  gave  but 
one  democratic  vote,  and  the  person  who  gave  it 
offered  the  judges  $10  (the  kind  of  money  they  also 
omit)  to  let  him  take  it  back — is  the  flag  township. 
They  have  not  named  the  devices  for  their  flags;  but 
we  suppose  the  ruling  passion  of  the  several  places 
will  govern.  As  Vermont  is  composed  chiefly  of 
abolitionists  and  antimasons,  the  most  appropriate 
flag  for  that  state  and  the  county  in  it,  would  be 
a negro  in  chains,  and  Morgan  in  limbo.  Boston 
and  Mississippi,  being  renowned  for  broken  banks, 
we  suppose  that  a flag  with  the  device  of  a paper 
mill  upon  it,  would  be  the  most  appropriate  tor  those 
places. 

Nothing  is  said  about  the  “standard  bearers;”  but 
as  Mr.  Slade  is  the  head  of  both  the  abolitionists  and 
antiinasons  in  Vermont,  we  suppose  that  he  will  be 
selected  in  that  state.  The  presidents  and  directors 
of  the  broken  banks  in  Boston  and  Mississippi  stand 
out,  in  bold  relief,  as  the  fitest  persons  to  bear  the 
paper  mill  flags. 

It  strikes  us  that  the  federalists  have  omitted  to 
make  provision  for  the  most  numerous  and  most  me- 
ritorious of  their  troops — those  who  have  borne  the 
brunt  and  decided  the  battle— we  allude  to  the  “pipe 
layers.”  What  could  they  have  done  without  them? 
Nothing.  Look  at  the  counties  we  enumerated  last 
night  in  Ohio,  where  they  beat  the  census  all  hol- 
low! In  the  little  county  of  Delaware,  they'  beat 
the  census  587  votes.  These  fellows  should  have  a 
flag  by  all  means,  and  Looney,  the  pipe  layer,  should 
be  ihe  standard  bearer.  As  it  is  late,  and  our  fore- 
man wants  to  put  the  paper  to  press,  we  have  not 
time  to  think  of  a device  for  it. 


Electoral  votes  given  at  each  of  the  elections 
for  president  and  vice  president  since  the  formation 
of  the  government. 


Date.  iy°'  President, 
electors. 


1788 

1792 


69 

135 


G.  Washington 
G.  Washington  132 


1796  138 


John  Adams  71 
Thos.  Jefferson  69 
Thos.  Jefferson  74 
John  Adams  64 
1804  176  Thos.  Jefferson  162 
C.  C.  Pinkney  14 
Jas.  Madison  122 
C.  C.  Pinkney  47 
Jas.  Madison  128 
De  Witt  Clinton  86 
1816  217  Jas.  Monroe  183 
Rufus  King  34 
1820  232  Jas.  Monroe  231 
1824  261*  And.  Jackson  99 
J.  Q.  Adams  84 
W.  H.Crawford  41 


1800  138 


1808  176 
1812  217 


77 

50 

53 

50 

74 

58 

162 

14 

113 

47 

131 

86 


1828  261 
1832  288 


Henry  Clay 
And.  Jackson 
J.  Q.  Adams 
And.  Jackson 
Henry  Clay 
John  Floyd 
William  Wirt 


37 

178 

83 

219 

49 

11 

7 


Vice  president. 

John  Adams 
John  Adams 
George  Clinton 
Thos.  Pinkney 
Aaron  Burr 
Aaron  Burr 
Thos.  Pinkney 
Geo.  Clinton 
Rufus  King 
Geo.  Clinton 
Rufus  King 
Eldridge  Gerry 
Jared  Ingersoll 
D.  D.  Tompkins  183 
Juo.  E.  Howard  22 
D.  D.  Tompkins  218 
J.  C.  Calhoun 
N.  Sanford 
N.  Macon 
Some  scattering. 

J.  C.  Calhoun 
Richard  Rush 
M.  Van  Buren 
John  Sergeant 
Win.  Wilkins 
Plenry  Lee 
Amos  Ellmaker 
R.  M.  Johnson 
Francis  Granger 
Scattering 


182 

30 

24 

173 

83 
189 

46 

30 

X> 

147 

63 

84 


1836  294  M.  Van  Buren  170 
W.  H.  Harrison  73 
Hugh  L.  White  26 
W.P.  Manguin  11 
Daniel  Webster  14 

There  is  no  doubt  now  that  the  vote  will  be  in 
1840  294  W.  H.  Harrison  234  John  Tyier  234 
M.  Van  Buren  60  R.  M.  Johnson 


The  vice  president.  Some  gentlemen  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  belonging  to  the  Van  Buren  party 
have  addressed  a letter  ol  inquiry  to  the  lion.  John 
Tyler,  in  view  of  the  possibility  that  he  may  be 
called  upon  to  fill  the  chief  executive  chair.  After 
summing  up  their  objections  to  gen.  Harrison, 
with  whom  Mr.  Tyler  has  been  associated  in  the 
late  political  canvass,  they  say: 

Finally — sir,  with  the  opinions  and  declarations 
of  gen.  Harrison,  as  here  collected,  and  particularly 
in  the  last  of  the  two  preceding  queries,  do  you  be- 
lieve that  any  sucli  man  can  be  qualified  to  guard 
and  promote  the  liberties  and  the  happiness  of  our 
country — that  such  a man  can  he  a republican  in 
any  just  acceptation  of  the  term? 

The  concluding  portion  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  letter  in 
answer  runs  thus — 

I unhesitatingly  declare  it  as  my  firm  conviction 
that  Wiliiam  Henry  Harrison  is  qualified  to  guard 
and  promote  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  his  coun- 
try, because  he  is  the  stern  and  unflinching  advo- 


*Neither  candidate  having  received  a majority  of  all 
the  votes,  the  election  was  made  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, in  which  the  vote  being  given  by  states, 
stood  John  Quincy  Adams  13,  Andrew  Jackson  7,  W. 
H.  Crawford  4.  Mr.  Adams  was  of  course  elected. 
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Shipments  of  coffee 
1839. 

July,  29,929 
August,  50,263 
September,  59,210 


the  United  States. 
1840. 

July,  9,922 

August,  25,809 

September,  29,915 


cate  of  popular  rights,  and  the  uncompromising  op- 
ponent ol  the  bold  and  daring  assumptions  of  powers 
which  have  of  late  years  been  claimed  and  exercis- 
ed by  the  chief  executive  magistrate  of  this  union; 
because  he  regards  the  public  offices  of  the  country 
as  created  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  not  forthe  political  advantage  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  in  that  spirit,  utterly  denies  the  right,  on 
the  part  of  the  president,  to  remove  from  office  one 
“who  is  honest,  capable  and  faithful  to  the  consti- 
tion,”  to  make  way  for  another,  whose  chief  recom- 
mendation is  to  be  found  in  his  being  a noisy  and 
clamorous  demagogue  and  partizan — because  he 
would  carry  with  him  into  the  administration  the 
principles  of  Jefferson,  and  would  require  of  the 
officeholders  to  abstain  from  interfering  in  the  elec- 
tions, and  to  bestow  a close  attention  to  their  du- 
ties, in  place  of  the  active  partizanship  which  is 
now  every  where  exhibited — because  he  i3  com- 
mitted, by  his  principles,  to  recommend  and  to  urge 
upon  congress  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  w ill 
ultimate  in  the  committing  the  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  to  other  hands  than  the  president’s,  so  as 
effectually  to  separate  the  purse  from  the  sword — 
because  he  is  in  favor  of  economy  in  the  public  ex- 
penditures, in  opposition  to  that  wasteful  course  of 
extravagance  which  has  caused  the  public  expendi- 
tures to  increase  in  ten  years,  from  $13,000,000, 
exclusive  of  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  to  near 
$40,000,000  annually — because  he  is  the  sworn 
enemy  to  corruption,  and  the  lover  of  virtue — be- 
cause in  his  election  and  by  his  example,  will  be 
established  and  secured  that  greatest  of  all  reforms, 
without  which,  the  elfort  at  reformation  is  hope- 
less, viz:  the  limiting  for  all  future  time,  the  presi- 
dential term  of  service  to  a single  term  of  four  years 
— and  because  he  is  an  honest  man,  a republican  in 
principle;  and  a patriot  in  practice.  1 might  find 
other  reasons  in  the  history  of  his  past  life — a file 
devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country — but  I have 
fully  answ'ered  your  inquiries.  Having  responded 
fully  and  freely  to  your  inquiries,  I am,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  JOHN  TifLER. 

Treasury  notes — according  to  the  monthly7  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  there  were  out- 
standing on  the  1st  inst.  $ 4,433,832  28,  a consider- 
able portion  of  which  is  on  interest. 

Department  of  state.  Official.  Infor- 
mation has  been  officially  received  by  the  depart- 
ment ot  state  of  the  erection  ot  six  new  light 
houses  on  the  coasts  of  Fiance;  of  which  the  f'ol 
lowing  notice  is  published  lor  the  benefit  of  ves- 
sels sailing  in  that  part  of  the  world: 

1.  Island  of  St.  Marcouf  in  latitude  of  49  deg. 

29  min.  55  sec.  longitude  3 deg.  29  min.  west  of 
Paris;  the  fight  situated  on  the  fort,  about  55  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  may  be  perceived, 
in  fine  weather,  at  the  distance  of  three  leagues. 

2.  Pott  Navalo,  on  the  right  side  ol  the  entrance 
of  the  Morbihan;  the  light  situated  on  the  point, 
about  70  feet  above  the  sea,  and  is  visible,  in  fine 
weather,  at  the  distance  ol  3 leagues. 

3.  Cape  Ferret,  about  one  mile  north  of  the  en- 
trance ot  the  basin  ol  Arcachon,  in  latitude  of  44 
deg.  38  inin.  43  sec.  longitude  3 deg.  35  min.  15 
sec.  west  of  Paris;  the  fight  situated  about  200  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  visible  at  the  dis- 
tance of  6 leagues. 

The  above  are  on  the  Atlantic  coasts.  The  fol 
lowing  are  on  the  Mediterranean,  near  the  mouths 
of  the  Rhone. 

4.  La  Camargue.  In  place  of  the  small  light- 
houses on  the  east  bank  of  the  entrance  of  the  old 
Rhone,  a new  one,  of  the  first  order,  with  a fixed 
light  has  been  established  on  a tower,  at  the  height 
ot  about  90  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  in  lati- 
tude ot  43  deg.  20  min.  30  sec.  longitude  2 deg.  20 
min.  30  sec.  east  from  Paris;  the  fight  visible  a°t  the 
distance  ot  6 leagues. 

5.  Port  de  Cassis,  in  latitude  of  43  deg.  12  min. 

30  sec.  longitude  3 deg.  II  min.  40  sec.  east  from 
Paris;  op.  the  left  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  port, 
90  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  visible  at  the 
distance  of  3 leagues. 

6.  Port  de  la  Ciolal.  Another  light  on  a tower 
at  tlie  end  ot  the  new  inole,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
entrance  of  the  port;  in  latitude  of  43  deg.  10  min. 
56  sec.  longitude  3 deg.  16  inin.  28  sec.  eastol 
Paris;  visible  at  the  distance  of  3 leagues. 

This  second  light  will  prevent  ail  possibility  of 
making  Ciotat  fi  r Cassis. 

trade  and  commerce. 

Coffee — from  Rio  Janeiro.  The  following  state- 
ment ol  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  for  the 
last  three  months,  and  for  the  corresponding  period 
last  year,  shows  a deficit  of  73,756  bags,  or  near 

12,000,000  pounds.  The  exports  from  Rio  to  Eu- 
rope last  month  were  55,573  bags. 


139,402  65,646 

Coal  and  iron  trade.  The  value  of  the  coal 
and  iron  of  Pennsylvania  when  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  the  country  shall  be  again  called  into 
activity  may  be  surmised,  when  we  are  acquainted 
with  the  following  facts  recently  stated  by  the  rev. 
Dr.  Buckland,  president  of  the  Geological  Society 
of  London,  in  the  annual  address  to  that  society. 
Dr.  B.says,  in  speaking  of  a new  work  published 
by  De  la  Bache,  by  order  of  the  government  that, 

“In  the  chapter  on  CEconomic  Geology,  which 
forms  part  of  the  memoir  connected  witli  the  map 
of  Cornwall  and  Devon,  Mr.  De  la  Bache  has  placed, 
in  a more  prominent  fight  than  has  ever  yet  appear- 
ed, the  bearing  of  geological  researches  and  mineral 
statistics  upon  political  economy;  and  proves,  by 
tabular  documents,  the  important  fact,  that  the  ave- 
rage value  of  the  annual  produce  of  the  mines  of 
the  British  Islands  amounts  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
£20,000,000,  of  which  about  £8,000,000  arise 
from  iron,  and  £9,000,000  from  coal  ” 

This  value  is  estimated  of  the  iron  after  fusion 
into  pig3.  The  coal  is  valued  at  the  pit’s  mouth. 

Now  the  average  cost  of  coal  in  Great  Britain  at 
the  pit’s  mouth  is  seven  shillings,  and  the  quantity 
mined  is  stated  by  other  political  economists  to  be 

30.000. 000  tons  per  annum,  which  approximates 
very  closely  to  De  la  Bache’s  calculation. 

Let  us  suppose  that  one-half  is  consumed  in  the 
mining  districts,  and  that  the  other  half  is  carried  to 
a market  (from  the  Tyne  and  Wear  they  ship 

4.000. 000  tons)  at  a cost  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  ton.  The  total  cost  then  per  annum  of 

30.000. 000  tons  at  the  place  of  consumption  would 
be  tfie  enormous  amount  of  $67,500,000.  In  these 
facts  may  be  seen  the  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
greatest  nation  of  Europe. 

McCulloch  very  properly  says,  “it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  exaggerate  the  advantages  England  derives 
from  her  vast  beds  of  coal.”  And  again,  “our  coal 
mines  are  the  principal  sources  and  foundation  of 
our  manufacturing  and  commercial  prosperity.” 
[Phila.  Nat.  Gaz. 

The  colonial  trade.  The  Portland  Adver 
tiser  says  that  a memorial  to  he  presented  to  con- 
gress it  is  presumed,  is  now  in  that  city  and  nume- 
rously signed,  upon  the  subject  of  the  British 
colonial  trade.  There  is  not,  the  memorial  says, 
even  the  semblance  of  reciprocity  in  the  trade. — 
Our  vessels  are  not  admitted  to  all  British  colonial 
ports,  where  custom  houses  are  established,  in  like 
manner  as  British  vessels  are,  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  nor  are  they  admitted  to  carry  all  the 
productions  of  this  country,  to  her  ports,  and  freely 
offer  them  for  saie.  Our  fish  oil  and  salted  fish,  the 
staple  articles  of  our  New  England  states,  is  prohi- 
bited by  her  altogether,  in  the  colonies;  the  ports  to 
which  we  may  trade  are  limited  also;  and  the  arti- 
cles which  we  are  allowed  to  take  there,  taxed  more 
onerously  than  like  articles,  entered  and  coming 
from  the  colonial  ports  in  British  vessels.  The 
monopoly  of  a large  proportion  of  the  carrying 
trade  by  British  vessels,  operates  injuriously  to 
American  vessels,  a trade  which  they  enjoyed  the 
principal  share  of  prior  to  the  opening  of  those 
ports. 

The  plaster  trade  alone,  of  which  there  is  proba- 
bly imported  into  the  United  States  from  seventy- 
five  thousand  to  one  hundred  thousand  tons  annually, 
and  employs  a large  amount  of  tonnage,  is  now  al- 
most wholiy  imported  in  British  vessels,  the  annual 
freight  on  which  will  probably  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  was  a trade 
greatly7  advantageous  to  United  States  vessels,  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  ports  to  us,  and  from  which 
we  are  now7  driven  in  a great  measure,  and  it  is  oidy 
from  certain  free  ports,  and  at  an  advanced  price, 
that  American  vessels  are  allowed  to  lake  it;  whilst 
British  vessels  are  privileged  to  take  it  direct  from 
the  quarries,  and  at  a diminished  price,  equal  at 
least,  to  the  amount  of  freight  from  the  qnariies  to 
the  place  of  exportation. 

Seizure  of  the  barque  Jones.  On  the  7th 
ir.st.  we  mentioned  that  the  barque  Joes,  espt.  Gil- 
bert, had  been  seized  by  II.  B.  M.  brig  Dolphin,  on 
suspicion  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  slave 
trade,  and  that  she  was  at  St.  Helena  on  the  9th  of 
September. 

By  the  Ann  McKim  the  following  particulars  have 
been  received  The  Jones  belonged  to  Messrs.  P. 
I.  Farnham  & Co.  of  New  York  and  to  a house  at 
Salem.  [ N.  Y.  Coin. 


The  barque  was  last  from  the  coast  of  Africa  with 
part  of  her  original  cargo  laden  at  Boston,  consist- 
ing of  lumber,  furniture,  glass,  salt,  fish,  &c.  toge- 
ther with  a quantity  of  ivory  and  palm  oil,  and  about 
$9,000  in  gold  and  silver.  Having  completed  her 
business  at  St.  Helena,  where  she  sold  a portion  of 
her  lumber,  and  the  vessel  being  ready  for  sea,  the 
mate  and  part  of  the  crew  became  disorderly,  and 
refused  to  return  to  the  coast  of  Africa  and  com- 
plete their  voyage  agreeably  to  their  contract. — 
This  proceeding  detained  the  vessel.  Meanwhile 
the  mate  threatened  to  make  the  barque  a prize  to 
H.  B.  M.  brigantine  Dolphin,  lying  in  the  Roads, 
of  which  captain  Gilbert  took  no  notice,  not  ap- 
prehending any  trouble  from  a British  officer,  with- 
out first  being  called  upon  for  some  hearing,  par- 
ticularly as  he  was  in  British  waters,  and  within 
tire  jurisdiction  of  the  government  of  St.  Helena. 

On  learning  that  an  officer  was  on  board  the 
barque  demanding  the  papers,  captain  Gilbert  and 
the  supercargo,  Mr.  Sexton  proceeded  on  board, 
found  their  vessel  in  possession  of  an  officer  and 
crew  of  the  Dolphin,  who  refused  them  admittance 
on  board,  denying  them  so  much  as  a trunk  of  wear- 
ing apparel.  Returning  to  the  shore,  capt.  Gilbert, 
through  the  American  consul,  addressed  the  com- 
mander of  the  Dolphin,  also  the  governor;  the  for- 
mer returning  his  letter  unopened,  and  the  latter 
declining  any  interference  in  the  business.  During 
the  following  day,  the  cargo  of  the  barque  was  over- 
hauled, every  part  of  the  vessel  ransacked,  and  the 
money  taken  on  board  the  Dolphin,  with  other  ar- 
ticles, such  as  shoes,  tobacco,  &c.  and  the  latterdis- 
tributed  among  the  crew. 

During  Sunday  night,  the  barque  was  taken  of! 
undercharge  of  a lieutenant,  midshipman  and  eight 
seamen  from  the  Dolphin,  together  with  the  cook, 
steward  and  mate  belonging  to  the  barque,  leaving 
the  remainder  of  the  crew  on  board  of  the  Dolphin; 
one  of  whom,  a boy,  being  on  shore  the  mornino- 
the  Ann  McKim  sailed,  confessed  that  all  they  found 
on  board  the  barque  was  five  sets  of  hand  cuifs,  (an 
unusual  small  number  for  a merchantman),  three 
wooden  spoons,  bought  by  the  steward  on  the  coast, 
a quantity  of  codfish,  upon  which  the  British  officer 
stated  he  had  on  one  occasion  seen  slaves  fed — to- 
gether with  a few  battings  on  one  side  of  the  ves- 
sel to  keep  a quantity  of  powder  dry  when  original- 
ly shipped  at  Boston;  these  were  the  only  items 
discovered  to  justify  them  in  their  proceedings. 

Liquor  was  taken  on  board  the  barque,  and  the 
mate  kept  in  a state  of  intoxication  most  of  the 
time.  Her  cargo  was  regularly  manifested  at  the 
custom  house,  and  papers  deposited  with  the  Ame- 
rican consul,  where  they  still  remained.  The  chro- 
nometer was  on  shore,  which  was  likewise  seized 
upon  by  the  commander  of  the  Dolphin. 

Shortly  before,  the  commander  of  the  brig,  meet- 
ing captain  Gilbert  on  shore,  accosted  him  in  the 
street,  and  abruptly  demanded  his  manifest.  With 
this  exception  there  was  no  communication  with  any 
one  belonging  to  the  barque  except  the  mutinous 
mate  and  crew. 

The  men  left  on  board  the  Dolphin  were  uncom- 
fortably situated,  from  the  fact  of  a part  of  them 
declining  to  say  the  barque  was  not  bound,  neither 
had  been  on  any  illegal  voyage.  The  Dolphin’s 
company  were  beginning  to  doubt  themselves  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  steps  of  H.  B.  M.  officers, and 
did  not  believe  they  had  secured  a prize.  Not  the 
slightest  suspicion  existed  at  St.  Helena  as  to  the 
vessel  being  engaged  in  any  illegal  business,  and, 
altogether,  the  proceeding  seemed  most  unwarrant- 
able, and  doubly  outrageous  in  taking  the  vessel 
away  without  any  hearing  from  the  captain,  the 
agent,  Saul  Solomon,  esq.  or  the  American  consul, 
W.  Can  oil,  esq.  solely  listening  to  the  mutinous 
mate,  who,  with  the  steward,  seemed  to  be  the  chief 
leader  in  the  business. 

Captain  Gilbert  and  his  supercargo  were  to  leave 
for  the  United  States  the  first  vessel  after  the  Ann 
McKim  left.  It  is  supposed  that  the  Jones  will  be 
taken  to  Sierra  Leone. 

the  army. 

Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  since  the  publication  of  “ general  or- 
ders,”  of  July  21,  1840. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Richard  S.  Ewell  to  be  2d  lieut. 
1st  Nov.  1840,  vice  Gaither,  resigned. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieut.  Wm.  B.  Blair  to  be  1st  lieut.  4th 
Nov.  1840,  vice  Bransford,  deceased. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieut.  Thomas  Williams  to  be  1st  lieut. 
5th  October,  1840,  vice  Tufts,  deceased. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieut.  George  H.  Pegram  to  be  captain  5th 
August,  1840,  vice  Day,  deceased. 
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Second  lient.  Ferdinand  Coxe  to  be  1st  lieut.  5th 
August,  1840,  vice  Pegram,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  N.  Caldwell,  2d  infantry, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  5th  August,  1840,  vice  Coxe  promot- 
ed. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Stephen  D.  Carpenter  to  be  2d 
lieut.  12th  Oct.  1840,  vice  Paine,  resigned. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  Joseph  Plympton,  captain  5th  in- 
fantry, to  be  major  22d  Sept.  1840,  vice  Loomis, 
promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieut.  James  M.  Smith,  to  be  1st  lieut.  2d 
Oct.  1840,  vice  Blanchard,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Oliver  L.  Shepherd,  4th  infantry, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  2d  Oct.  1840,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Joseph  L.  Folsom,  8th  infantry, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  18th  Nov.  1840,  vice  Peyton,  dropped. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Wm.  B.  Johns,  8th  infantry,  to 
be  2d  lieut.  18th  Nov.  1840,  vice  Lindenberger, 
dropped. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieut.  Robert  M.  Cochrane  to  be  1st  lieut. 
4th  Oct.  1840,  vice  Grandin  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Henry  D.  Wallen,  3d  infantry,  to 
be  2d  lieut.  4th  Oct.  1840,  vice  Cochrane,  promoted. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieut.  Caleb  Sibley  to  be  captain,  22d  Sept. 
1840,  vice  Plympton,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Carter  L.  Stevenson,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
22d  Sept.  1840,  vice  Sibley,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Pinkney  Lugenbeel  to  be  2d  lieut. 
22d  Sept,  1840,  vice  Stevenson,  promoted. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Major  Gustavus  Loomis,  2d  infantry,  to  be  lieut. 
colonel  22d  Sept.  1840,  vice  Green,  deceased. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieut.  James  M.  Hill  to  be  captain  28th 
Sept.  1840,  vice  Bonnell,  deceased. 

First  lieut.  Henry  McKavett  to  be  captain  1st 
Oct.  1840,  vice  Phillips,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  George  Lincoln  to  be  1st  lieut.  2Sth 
Sept.  1840,  vice  Hill,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  W.  C.  Browne  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
Oct.  1840,  vice  McKavett,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Henry  Wardwell,  7th  infantry, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  28th  Sept.  1840,  vice  Lincoln,  pro- 
moted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Robert  P.  Maclay,  6th  infantry, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  Oct.  1840,  vice  Browne,  promot- 
ed. 

Medical  department. 

Richard  F.  Simpson,  of  Virginia,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon  1st  August,  1840. 

William  E.  Fullwood,  of  Georgia,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon  1st  Oct.  1840. 

Reappointment. 

W.  H.  T.  Walker,  late  1st  lieut.  6th  infantry,  to 
be  1st  lieut.  in  the  same  regiment,  to  take  place 
next  below  lieut.  Todd,  and  to  rank  from  the  1st 
Feb.  1838,  the  original  date  of  his  commission. 

Resignations,  (10). 

Captain  J.  A.  Phillips,  8th  infantry,  30th  Sept. 
1840. 

First  lieut.  A.  G.  Blanchard  3d  infantry,  1st  Oct. 
1840. 

First  lieut.  J.  C.  Fletcher,  6th  infantry.  10th  Nov. 
1840. 

First  lieut.  W.  G.  Grandin,  4th  infantry,  3rd  Oct. 
1840. 

Second  lieut.  E.  A.  Paine,  1st  infantry,  11th  Oct. 
1840. 

Second  lieut.  E.  B.  Gaither,  1st  dragoons,  31st 
Oct.  1840. 

Asst.  surg.  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  30th  Sept.  1840. 

Asst.  surg.  Samuel  Forry,  31st  Oct.  1840. 

Asst.  surg.  Elias  Hughes,  31st  July,  1840. 

Rev.  Jasper  Adams,  chaplain,  &c.  15th  Nov. 
1840. 

Deaths,  (5 ). 

Lieut,  col.  John  Green,  6th  infantry,  at  Tallahas- 
see, Florida,  21st  Sept.  1840. 

Capt.  William  Day,  1st  infantry,  at  St  Louis, 
Missouri,  4th  August,  1S40. 

Capt.  Joseph  Bonnell,  8th  infantry,  at  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.  27th  Sept.  1840. 

First  lieut.  D.  H.  Tufts,  4th  artillery,  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  4th  Oct,  1840. 

First  lieut.  S.  J Bransford,  2d  artillery,  at  West 
Point,  New  York,  3d  Nov.  1840. 

Memorandum.  The  name  of  William  Smith,  a 
captain  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  having  been 
changed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York 
to  William  Davidson  Fraser,  he  will  hereafter  be 
known  and  recognised  accordingly. 

The  St.  Augustine  News  of  the  20th  inst.  says: 
It  is  rumored  that  all  the  posts  are  to  be  destroyed 
except  a few  necessary  depots;  wagons  sold,  com- 
pany officers  to  march  on  loot,  and  the  old  system 
of  hunting  the  enemy  to  be  revived. 


Head  quarters,  army  of  Florida, 
Fort  King,  Nov.  15, 1840. 

Order  No.  57 — Part  II.  The  Indians  having  act- 
ed with  their  usual  want  of  faith,  the  armistice  is  at 
an  end;  the  commanding  officers  of  the  different  re- 
giments and  posts,  will  therefore  be  prepared  to  act 
offensively  on  the  promulgation  of  this  order. 

III.  The  general  commanding  has  reason  to  be 
gratified  with  the  zeal  and  energy  heretofore  dis- 
played by  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, and  in  calling  for  increased  energy  on  their 
part,  he  is  confident  his  wishes  will  be  met,  and  he 
anticipates  the  happiest  results  from  the  approach- 
ing active  campaign. 

Should  the  enemy  hereafter  appear  with  the  white 
flag,  they  are  to  be  made  prisoners,  and  diligently 
guarded  until  further  orders.  By  order  of  brigadier 
general  Armistead,  W.  J.  NEWTON, 

Lieutenant  and  aid-de-camp. 

R.  Ridgeley,  adjutant  3 d artillery. 

THE  NAVY. 

On  the  12th  inst.  the  U.  S.  brig  Concert,  “engag- 
ed in  a triangular  survey”  of  the  coast  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  anchored  off  Apalachicola.  The  journal 
says  the  entire  coast  of  Florida  is  to  be  accurately 
surveyed. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  com.  Claxton, 
and  schooner  Shark,  captain  Bigelow,  sailed  from 
Puna,  3d  October,  1840,  all  well,  for  Payta  and 
Callao.  They  visited  Guayaquil  in  the  Shark,  and 
exchanged  salutes  with  the  town. 

The  governor,  Don  Vicente  Rocafuerte,  gave 
com.  Claxton  and  all  his  officers  a grand  entertain- 
ment. All  were  very  much  gratified  with  their  visit 
to  Guayaquil. 

The  Yorktown  sloop  of  war,  commander  Aulick, 
has  droped  down  from  the  navy  yard  to  the  ancho- 
rage off'  the  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  bound  to  the 
Pacific. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Enterprise  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro 
early  in  October,  from  Bahia,  with  the  brig  Malek 
Adhel  as  a prize,  seized  by  the  U.  States  consul  at 
Bahia  on  a charge  of  piracy.  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says: 

“The  Malek  Adhel  touched  at  Fayal,  bound  to 
the  Pacific,  and  put  into  Bahia  for  supplies.  If  we 
are  rightly  informed,  the  crew  confess  that  she  fired 
at  some  merchant  vessels,  and  it  is  said  the  captain 
of  the  Malek  Adhel  does  not  deny  it.  This  indivi- 
dual abandoned  his  vessel  at  Bahia,  and  is  now  in 
this  city.  We  understand  he  attempts  to  exculpate 
himself  by  saying  that  he  fired  upon  said  vessels  to 
bring  them  to,  in  order  to  compare  and  regulate  the 
chronometers!”  The  same  paper  of  the  next  day, Oct. 
9th,  contains  a card  from  Joseph  Nunez,  captain  of 
the  Malek  Adhel,  in  which  he  denies  that  he  aban- 
doned his  vessel  at  Bahia,  but  states  that  she  was 
seized  by  the  Enterprize  in  the  night,  when  he  and 
two  passengers  were  on  shore.  He  further  states, 
that  he  had  brought  with  him  all  his  papers  in  due 
form,  and  a passport  from  the  Brazilian  government, 
which  he  would  exhibit  to  the  public  in  due  time. 

National  vessels.  We  invite  attention  to  the  an- 
nexed communication.  It  is  from  a highly  intelli- 
gent and  responsible  source,  corrects  some  of  the 
errors  of  the  Boston  press,  and  furnishes  some  valu- 
able information  as  to  ship  building,  and  particular- 
ly with  regard  to  several  of  the  prominent  vessels 
of  our  navy.  [iV.  Y.  Times. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Journal  of  the  12th  inst. 
contains  some  remarks  on  the  sloop  of  war  Boston, 
now  ready  for  sea  in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  The 
worthy  editor,  who  by  the  by  is  an  excellent  sea- 
man, says  “a  clean  run  is  important  where  fast  sail- 
ing is  desirable;  but  does  not  seem  to  be  considered 
such  by  the  chief  constructor.  By  not  attending  to 
this  point,  many  fine  ships  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment have  been  spoiled.” 

The  editor  is  wrong  in  his  conclusion.  The  chief 
constructor  holds  the  doctrine  of  a clean  run  to  be, 
correct,  and  he  has  always  practised  on  that  princi- 
ple. His  ships  are  among  the  sharpest  below  in 
what  is  usually  called  the  run,  and  this  he  considers 
indispensable  to  fast  sailing  and  quick  working,  and 
he  also  considers  that  great  capacity  at  the  load 
floating  line  is  essential  to  hydrodynamical  stability. 
In  support  ol  this  doctrine  I shall  quote  the  writings 
of  distinguished  mathematicians  and  naval  architects 
in  Europe,  such  men  as  Charles  Dtrpin,  Atwood 
and  admiral  Chapman,  the  celebrated  Swedish  con- 
structor. 

1st.  “A  deficiency  in  stability  is  frequently  of  the 
most  serious  consequences.  It  may  cause  the  loss 
of  a 3hip  on  a lee  shore;  it  may  prevent  a ship  in  a 
stiff'  breeze  when  engaged  with  an  enemy  from  us- 
ing her  lee  guns.” 

2d.  “Le  Scipion,  Le  Hercule,  Le  Pluton,  French 
ships  of  the  line,  are  instances  of  the  want  a stabi- 
lity. Alterations  in  the  distribution  of  the  ballast 
were  made,  additional  quantities  were  put  on  board; 


but  no  increase  of  stability  was  gained  by  these  ar- 
rangements, and  it  was  only  by  doubling  them  with 
light  wood  to  the  thickness  of  a foot  at  the  extreme 
breadth,  and  ten  feet  under  water,  decreasing  to 
four  inches  length  and  depthways,  which  corrected 
the  defect.  Here  it  was  evident  that  the  defect  of 
instability  was  not  so  much  owing  to  a want  of  ex- 
treme breadth;  but  in  diminishing  the  breadth  at 
the  place  of  flotation  too  quickly  fore  and  aft.” — 
To  this  case  may  be  added  a more  recent  one  in  the 
Caledonia,  British  three  deck  ship. 

3d.  “The  form  of  the  immersed  body,  and  the 
weight  of  the  ship  are  the  chief  term  in  the  compo- 
sition of  stability,  and  they  are  only  to  be  attained 
in  the  requisite  degree  by  full  dimensions  near  the 
load  water  line,  with  sufficient  capacity.” 

4th.  “The  load  water  section  is  the  most  import- 
ant element  in  the  whole  construction,  because  the 
stability  of  the  ship  depends  principally  on  it.” 

5th.  “The  most  easy  and  advantageous  way  of 
obtaining  stability,  is  by  a large  arena  of  flotation, 
and  great  fullness  between  wind  and  water;  or  which 
is  the  same  thing,  by  keeping  the  centre  of  gravity 
of  the  displacement  at  as  short  a distance  as  possi- 
ble below  the  water’s  surface.  The  old  notion  long 
entertained  by  constructors  of  ships,  that  a flat  floor 
gives  stability,  led  them  of  course  to  increase  the 
breadth  of  ships  as  much  as  possible  at  the  floor,  or 
at  the  greatest  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 
In  conformity  with  Atwood’s  demonstration,  ships 
ought  to  be  for  the  sake  of  stability,  made  as  broad 
as  possible  at  and  near  the  water’s  surface,  and  they 
must  consequently  be  made  less  broad  at  the  floor. 
It  will  now  be  shown  that  a great  breadth  at  the 
depth  of  the  floor  is  calculated  to  retard  the  motion 
of  the  ship,  more  than  an  increase  of  breadth  at  and 
just  below  the  water’s  surface.” 

6th.  “That  particular  form,  however,  for  a fast 
sailing  ship,  which  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge would  lead  us  to  adopt  as  the  best  calculated 
for  fast  sailing  is  that  which  is  determined  by  mak- 
ing as  large  an  arena  of  flotation,  and  as  much  rise 
in  the  floor,  as  can  be  admitted,  or  in  a word,  it  is 
that  form  in  which  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  dis- 
placement is  at  the  least  distance  below  the  water’s 
surface.” 

7th.  “We  must  also  increase  the  arena  of  the  load 
water  section  so  as  to  ensure  a sufficient  degree  of 
stability.  It  is  necessary  to  place  the  centre  of  gra- 
vity of  the  displacement  at  the  least  possible  dis- 
tance below  the  surface  of  the  water  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  maximum  of  stability  and  the  fastest  rate  of 
sailing.” 

8th.  “Increasing  the  breadth  of  a ship  within  the 
limits  of  the  parts  immersed  and  emerged  by  incli- 
nation, certainly  adds  to  the  stability,  and  has  been 
found  beneficial  in  many  instances,  and  may  proba- 
bly be  tried  with  advantage  in  many  others.” 

It  was  in  accordance  with  the  principles  here  laid 
down,  that  the  Franklin,  the  Boston,  and  their  sis- 
ter ships,  and  the  frigate  Macedonian,  have  been 
constructed. 

The  character  of  the  ships  indicate  the  correct- 
ness of  the  principle,  and  the  validity  of  it,  cannot 
now  be  impaired  by  the  mere  opinions  of  any  person. 

Some  there  are  who  seeing  a ship  capacious  in 
her  after  part  at  and  above  the  load  water  line,  may 
suppose  erroneously  that  this  fullness  extends  to  the 
keel.  One  test  of  a vessel’s  form  is  the  launching 
draft  of  water,  and  the  ships  constructed  by  the 
chief  architect  drew  a greater  difference  of  draft  of 
water  at  the  time  of  launching  than  any  ships  of 
their  class  in  the  navy. 

The  act  of  congress  for  building  ten  sloops,  gave 
an  opportunity  to  three  constructors  to  try  their  skill. 
The  ships  were  to  be  of  the  same  dimensions,  and  to 
have  a light  of  draft  water.  The  chief  construc- 
tor, then  attached  to  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia, 
gave  the  drawings  and  moulds  for  the  Boston.  This 
ship  on  her  first  cruise  gave  such  ample  proof  of  ex- 
cellence, and  combined  the  qualities  of  fast  sailing, 
quick  working,  capacity  and  stability,  to  so  great  a 
degree,  that  the  navy  commissioners  gave  directions 
for  the  remaining  sloops  to  be  built,  to  be  of  her 
model,  and  frames  were  provided  for  them,  except- 
ing the  Falmouth.  There  was  not  a whisper  at 
this  time  against  the  Boston,  nothing  of  excessive 
fullness:  but  when  fifteen  years  had  elapsed,  it  was 
discovered  that  this  ship  and  her  sisters  had  not  a 
clean  run,  and  that  such  a form  was  not  considered 
an  important  requisite  by  the  chief  constructor.  It 
is  well  remembered  that  the  Boston  papers  of  that 
day,  spoke  in  terms  of  commendation  of  this  vessel, 
which  I recommend  to  the  special  attention  of  the 
editor  of  the  Journal. 

The  launching  draft  of  water  of  the  ten  sloops, 
excepting  the  Falmouth,  is  here  subjoined,  and  Irom 
this  statement  it  will  be.  seen  whether  the  remark  of 
the  editor  of  the  Journal  was  correct  or  not.  Per- 
haps he  can  furnish  the  draft  of  water  of  the  Fal- 
1 mouth? 
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Glocester, 

93 

179 

Cbarlestown, 

50 

58 

West  Greenwich, 

71 

63 

Coventry, 

203 

154 

Exeter, 

48 

108 

Middletown, 

67 

13 

Bristol, 

229 

77 

Tiverton, 

120 

135 

Little  Compton, 

94 

34 

Warren, 

201 

34 

Cumberland, 

225 

139 

Richmond, 

67 

68 

Cranston, 

142 

113 

Hopkinton, 

109 

84 

Johnston, 

112 

89 

N.  Providence, 

149 

62 

Barrington, 

46 

25 

F oster, 

82 

190 

Burrillville, 

97 

156 

5,213 

3,263 

There  was  but 

one  scratched  vote 

11 


42 

11.  That 

was  in  the  sixth  ward  of  Providence.  The  name  of 
Jesse  Howard  w'as  eraced  and  that  of  Win.  Rhodes 
inserted.  The  totals  therefore  stand: 


Harrison. 

Nicholas  Brown,  5,213  I 
George  Engs,  5,313  | 

Wager  Weeden,  5,213  I 
William  Rhodes,  5,214  | 
Majority  for  Harrison, 
Add  New  Shorehara, 


Van  Buren. 
Henry  Bull, 

John  D’Wolf, 
Jesse  Howard, 
Thos.  J Taylor, 
1,950 
27 


3,263 

3,263 

3.262 

2.263 


■ 1,977  being  about 

23J  per  cent.  This  is  the  largest  vote  ever  given 
in  the  state.  Scattering  votes  are  not  counted  in 
an  electoral  election,  a plurality  electing  on  the  first 
trial. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  New  York  and  Erie  line  of  rail  road,  we  are 
glad  to  hear,  is  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  in  a state 
of  great  forwardness.  Over  one-half  of  the  whole 
line  from  Tappan  to  Dunkirk,  we  are  told,  is  either 
completed  or  in  prosecution.  The  work  is  of  the 
best  order,  with  the  heaviest  kind  of  rails,  and  is  to 
be  carried  on  with  great  animation  during  the  win- 
ter. It  is  not  at  all  improbable,  therefore,  that  New 
York  city  will  strike  Lake  Erie  by  the  way  of  the 
southern  tier  of  counties  before  it  reaches  Buffalo 
through  the  New  York  and  Albany  road.  In  the 
meantime  the  Bostonians  are  also  pushing  on  their 
road  w ith  equal  animation.  There  is  a gloiious 
strife  thus  for  the  trade  and  enterprise  of  the  west. 

[ Express . 

Canals.  What  a splendid  exhibition  does  the 
subjoined  statement  show  of  the  great  resource  and 
increasing  wealth  of  this  state. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  this  year  prior  to  the 
4th  week  of  November,  ult.  is  $1,752,673  57 
being  an  increase  of  136,291  55 

over  and  above  the  actual  receipts 
of  1S39,  which  were 
The  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund, 
estimated  as  a basis  for  the  loans 
necessary  to  complete  the  enlarge- 
ment by  1S45,  an  annual  increase 
of  7 h per  cent,  which  for  the  pre- 
sent year  is 

being  less  than  the  amount  actual- 
ly received  on  the  22d  ult. 


1,616,382  02 


121,228  65 


1,787,610  67 


by  the  sum  of  $15,062  90 

Should  the  remainder  of  this  season  prove  a3  fa- 
vorable to  navigation  as  was  the  last  (and  the  navi- 
gation is  entirely  free  throughout  the  wdiole  line  of 
canal),  the  entire  increase  lor  the  present  year  will 
probably  exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or 
about  50  per  cent,  more  than  is  necessary  to  sustain 
the  calculations  of  ihe  canal  board.  [N.  Y.  Star. 

A proclamation,  by  William  H.  Seward,  governor 
of  the  state  of  New  York.  God  has  been  pleased  to 
preserve  our  lives  during  another  year,  and  to  bless 
our  larvi  and  make  it  very  plenteous.  Health, 
peace  and  liberty  have  dwelt  among  us,  and  religion 
has  ministered  her  divine  counsels  and  consolations. 
No  danger  has  menaced  us  from  abroad,  nor  has  the 
alarm  of  intestine  commotion,  sedition  or  tumult 
disturbed  the  quiet  of  our  dwellings.  The  clouds 
have  not  withheld  from  the  earth  their  timely  rain, 
nor  the  sun  its  genial  heat.  The  plough  has  not 
been  stayed  in  the  furrow,  nor  has  blight  or  mildew 
diminished  the  abundant  harvest. 

We  have  exhibited  to  the  world  the  sublime 
spectacle  of  millions  of  freemen,  carefully  discuss- 
ing the  measures  and  policy  w hich  concern  their 
welfare,  and  peacefully  committing  the  precious 
trust  of  their  interests  and  hopes  to  the  care  of  their 
chosen  magistrates.  While  our  confidence  in  tlVe 
stability  ot  republican  institutions  is  thus  strength- 
ened, their  benign  operation  has  been  manifested  in 
the  sway  of  mild  and  equal  laws,  the  enjoyment  of 


equal  privileges  by  all  classes  of  citizens,  the  secu- 
rity of  personal  rights,  and  the  intellectual  and  mo- 
ral improvement  of  society. 

In  remembrance  of  these  signal  and  manifold 
blessings  and  privileges,  it  becomes  us  to  lift  up  our 
hearts  and  ascribe  all  the  power  and  glory  to  Him 
who  looketh  down  from  heaven  and  considereth  all 
them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.  I do,  therefore,  in 
pursuance  of  a custom  sanctioned  by  the  people, 
set  apart  and  appoint  Thursday  the  seventeenth 
day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  throughout 
this  state  as  a day  for  the  annual  offerings  of  praise, 
thanksgiving  and  prayer.  I respectfully  re- 
commend to  my  fellow  citizens  to  abstain  from  all 
seculiar  occupations  on  that  day;  to  gather  them- 
selves in  their  solemn  assemblies;  to  render  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  the  homage  of  hearts  softened  and 
warmed  by  his  unbounded  goodness;  to  commit  to 
his  tender  care  the  poor,  the  neglected  and  the  op- 
pressed, and  to  supplicate  a continuance  of  His  fa- 
vor to  thi.->  people  throughout  all  generations.  How- 
ever we  may  be  separated  by  opinions  or  associa- 
tions, all  the  citizens  of  the  republic  have  equal  po- 
litical rights,  and  have  the  same  motives  to  desire 
its  peace,  happiness  and  perpetual  prosperity.  The 
church  of  the  living  God  is  one,  and  embraces  all 
those  who  in  humility  of  spirit  receive  his  holy 
faith,  and  through  divine  aid  seek  to  keep  his  com- 
mandments. Let  us  therefore  in  perfect  harmony 
and  charity,  one  with  another,  as  patriots  and  Chris- 
tians, implore  Him  to  sustain  and  bless  all  our  civil 
and  religious  institutions,  and  to  dispense  to  us 
abundantly  that  heavenly  grace  which,  with  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  leads  through  the  ways  of 
virtue  here  to  the  blessed  society  of  the  redeemed 
in  his  everlasting  kingdom. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the 
state,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  this  ninth  day 
[l  s.]  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

By  the  governor, 

Samuel  Blatchford,  private  secretary. 

NEW  JERSEY. 


Finances.  The  expenditures  of  the  state,  during 

the  past  year,  were  as  follows: 

State  accounts 

$2,946  03 

Legislative  expenses 

18,869  75 

State  officers’  salaries 

42,720  00 

Incidental  expenses 

5,955  72 

State  prison 

12,416  30 

Transportation  of  criminals  and  costs  of 

conviction 

3,930  00 

State  arsenal 

605  00 

For  instruction  and  support  of  blind 

1,925  01 

“ “ deaf  and  dumb  2,252  31 

Revolutionary  pensioners 

1,994  80 

Military  officers 

270  00 

Inquisitions 

946  81 

Printing 

2,273  00 

Postage 

1,069  25 

State  library 

289  75 

Constables  attending  supreme  court 

289  75 

Amounting  to  $67,334  48.  The  regular  receipts 
amounted  to  $81,339  67;  being  as  follows: 
Dividends  on  stocks  $30,000  00 

Transit  duties  30,267  39 

State  tax  20,000  00 

Pedlers’  licenses  553  28 

Interest  on  bond  510  00 

Thus  alter  paying  the  ordinary  expenses,  a ba- 
lance remains  of  $14,005  19;  which  together  with 
a balance  of  $9,513  18  in  the  treasurer’s  hands, 
amounting  to  $23,518  37,  is  now  on  deposite  in 
banks  of  the  state,  excepting  $17,000  00  in  Camden 
and  Amboy  rail  road  bonds,  and  $315  25  due  from 
two  churches  of  Paterson. 

School  fund.  The  revenue  from  the  school  fund 
during  the  year  has  been  $64,818  14  as  follows: 
Bank  tax,  $24,153  72 

Dividends  on  slock,  1,190  40 

Interests  on  loans,  10,500  00 

State  lands  at  Paterson,  28,974  02 

Of  this  amount  $30,1)00  were  distributed  among 
the  counties,  and  $740  25  applied  to  the  defraying 
ofineidental  expenses.  $5,010  71  of  the  bank  tax 
has  not  yet  been  received,  being  the  amount  levied 
upon  the  Morris  canal. 

The  revenue  this  year  exceeds  these  sums,  by 
$29,068  18.  The  excess  last  year  of  revenue 
above  the  expenditures,  &c.  was  $7,191  18.  The 
sale  of  the  state  lands  at  Paterson  this  year,  has 
produced  $28,000. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  school  fund  is 
$319,802  63.  [ State  Gas. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Congressional.  Charles  McClure,  (V.  B.)  has 
been  elected  a representative  to  congress  from  the 
Cumberland  district,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  decease  of  William  S.  Ramsey. 


Electoral  election  returns. 


Harrison.  Van  Buren. 

J.  A.  Shulze  144,010 
Joseph  Ritner  143,996 
Levis  Passmore  144,021 
J.  P.  Wetherill  144,018 
Thos.  P.  Cope  144,019 
Jno.  Gillingham  144,022 
Amos  Ellmaker  144,021 
A.  R.  Mcllvain  144,023 
John  K Zeilin  144,015 
Robert  Stinson  144,020 
Win.  S.  Hendrie  144,023 
J.  J.  Ross  144,023 
Peter  Filbert  144,020 
Wm.  Adams  144,021 
John  Harper  144,021 
Wm.  McIIvaine  144,018 
John  Dickson  144,020 
Jno.  McKeehan  144,018 
John  Reed  144,020 

A.  B.  Wilson  144,017 
N.Middleswarth  144,015 
Geo.  Walker  144,027 

B.  Connelly  144,021 
Joseph  Markle  144,021 
J.  G.  Fordyce  144,019 
T.T.McKennon  144,012 
Harmer  Denny  144,016 
Jos.  Buffington  144,017 
Henry  Black  144,017 
John  Dick  144,014 

The  highest  Harrison  elector  has 

The  highest  Van  Buren  elector  has 


James  Clark 
Geo.  G.  Reiper 
Geo.  W.  Smick 
Benj.  Mifflin 
Fred.  Stoever 
Wm.  H.  Smith 
J.  F.  Steinman 
John  Dowlin 
Henry  Myers 
Daniel  Jacoby 
Jesse  Johnson, 

Jacob  Able 
Geo.  Christman  143,665 
Wm.  Schoener  143,669 
Henry  DehutF 
Henry  Logan 
Fred.  Smith 
Chas.  McClure 
J.  M.  Gemmill 
G.  M.Hel  I en  back  143,663 
Leonard  Pfouts  143,670 
John  Horton,  jr.  143,671 
Wm.  Phiison  143,671 
John  Morrison  143,671 
Wesley  Frost  143,671 
Benj.  Anderson  143,672 
Wm.  Wilkins  143,670 
A.  K.  Wright  143,672 
John  Finley  143,670 
Stephen  Barlow  143,663 
144.022 
143,784 


143,676 

143,674 

143,663 

143.669 

143.666 

143.670 
143,672 
143,670 

143.667 
143,670 
143,660 
143,670 


143,670 

143,673 

143,672 

143,672 

143,784 


Harrison  majority,  23S 

The  lowest  on  the  Harrison  ticket  has  143,990 
The  lowest  on  the  Van  Buren  tickethas  143,663 


Harrison  majority,  327 

Candidates  for  governor.  The  Van  Buren  party 
appear  very  generally  to  acquiesce  in  the  re-nomi- 
nating governor  Porter  for  a second  term.  The 
whig  party  are  now  starting  candidates,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  lack  of  them  we  if  may  judge  from 
the  following,  extracted  from  the  U.  S.  Gazette: 

Candidates.  We  have  given  place  to  two  sug- 
gestions relative  to  the  candidates  of  our  party  for 
governor.  Mr.  McKennon,  of  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Denny,  of  Allegheny,  were  mentioned  since 
that  time.  We  see  in  the  papers  of  the  interior  the 
name  ofjudge  Banks  proposed  with  earnestness. — 
The  hon.  Richard  Biddle  and  Walter  Forward,  esq. 
are  also  mentioned.  And  we  look  also  to  see  in  our 
next  Lancaster  papers  the  name  of  Mr.  Strohm,  of 
that  county,  brought  out.  And  it  has  often  been 
a matter  of  surprise  withus,  that  George  Chambers, 
esq.  of  Franklin  county,  has  not  been  looked  to  as 
a candidate  lor  the  first  office  in  the  commonwealth. 
We  have  a few  men  also  in  the  southeastern  portion 
of  Pennsylvania,  whose  names  will  be  suggested 
when  the  time  for  such  matters  shall  arrive. 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  In  relation  to  the 
question,  whether  the  banks  of  the  state  will  resume 
by  the  15th  of  January,  as  required  by  law,  the 
Pensylvanian  says: 

“We  have  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  visit  of  the  governor  to  this  city,  to 
ascertain  whether  his  views  on  this  grave  subject 
remain  unchanged,  and  it  affords  us  much  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  assure  our  readers  on  the  best  authority 
that  no  postponement  of  the  day  of  resumption  be- 
yond the  15th  January  next,  will  receive  his  appro- 
bation. He  is  anxious  as  any  one  can  be,  to  lelieve 
the  community  from  embarrassment  and  distress; 
but  he  is  not  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  true  mode  of 
ministering  this  relief',  to  entail  upon  us  for  a day 
longer  than  is  already  allowed,  the  hopeless  evils  of 
the  present  suspension.” 

A few  weeks  ago  we  supposed  from  what  we  met 
with  in  the  puhlic  journals,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  15th 
January — but  if  we  are  to  judge  from  what  now  ap- 
pears in  the  journals  of  both  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  it  is  questionable  whether  that  object  can  be 
effected.  There  are  more  difficulties  in  the  way 
than  the  public  were  aprised  of.  We  have  been 
looking  with  no  little  anxiety  for  an  exposition  of 
the  real  state  of  affairs.  A writer  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Sentinel,  over  the  signature  of  “A  Citizen,” 
has  drawn  the  curtain  to  a certain  extent,  and  as  he 
appears  to  be  in  possession  of facts,  we  avail  of  them 
for  the  information  of  our  readers,  without  pretend- 
ing to  endorse  his  conclusions. 

To  the  editor  of  the  American  Sentinel: 

Sir:  It  is  not  without  reluctance  that  I propose 
to  obtrude  my  views  upon  the  public  in  reference 
to  the  great  topic  of  the  day,  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments.  But  under  the  mystifications  of  our 
bank  sooth  sayers  that  important  subject  becomes 
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daily  more  obscured,  and  it  seems  indispensable 
that  this  community  should  have  some  light  thrown 
upon  it,  if  not  from  a very  luminous,  at  least  from 
a disinterested  source.  With  these  views,  the  pre- 
sent discussion  is  commenced.  The  public  is  anxious 
to  understand  the  position  of  our  banks,  and  their 
oracles  speak  so  vaguely  that  we  need  priests  who 
understand  the  rites  to  interpret  their  meaning.  In 
the  absence  of  such,  the  uninitiated  must  attempt  it. 

Desiring  to  treat  the  subject  with  perfect  fairness, 
though  in  plain  phrases,  I will  state  what  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  admitted  postulates: 

1.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  cannot  resume 
on  the  15th  of  January  next,  the  day  appointed  by 
law,  without  assistance. 

2.  The  following  banks,  owing  to  their  involve- 
ment with  that  institution,  are  in  an  equally  help- 
less condition,  viz: 

The  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank, 

The  Philadelphia  bank, 

The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  several  other  banks  of  minor  importance. 

3.  The  Girard  bank,  the  Commercial,  the  Mecha- 
nics’ and  the  Southwark  banks,  and  possibly  one  or 
two  others,  are  not  involved  in  the  same  difficulties, 
some  not  at  all,  and  others  only  to  a limited  extent. 

The  United  States  bank  being  admittedly  the 
most  helpless,  it  behooves  us  to  examine  into  its 
actual  condition  in  order  to  determine  what  mea- 
sure of  assistance  will  be  likely  to  accomplish  the 
desired  object. 

In  the  absence  of  positive  data,  we  will  assume 
its  liabilities  to  be  as  follows,  viz: 

Circulation  including  2 millions  of  post  notes, 

$12,000,000 

Deposites,  3,000,000 

Bank  balances  due  to  banks 

in  this  city,  $2,500,000 

Elsewhere,  1,500,000 

4,000,000 


Total,  $19,000,000 

Of  this  sum  the  city  bank  balances,  say,  $2,500,000 
And  a portion  of  the  circulation  held 

by  the  city  banks,  say,  4,000,000 

Equal  to  $6,500,000 

would,  of  course,  form  an  instantaneous  demand 
upon  the  specie  fund  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  the  day  of  resumption,  to  meet  which,  it 
is  understood,  the  bank  has  $3,000,000  of  specie. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  items  of  demand  ob- 
ligations upon  that  bank  which  would  immediately 
appear.  Large  sums  held  by  it  on  deposite,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  foreign  bank  balances, 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  would  also  be  demand- 
ed, together  with  a very  large  amount  of  its  notes, 
now  in  the  vaults  of  the  country  banks,  and  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people  because  of  their  inability  to 
obtain  any  other  medium,  would  be  immediately 
replaced  by  the  issues  of  banks  in  better  credit,  to 
which  institutions  the  U.  States  bank  would  thus 
become  a debtor. 

What  the  aggregate  of  these  demands  would  be, 
it  would  be  hazardous  to  estimate;  but  when  the 
crippled  credit,  and  intangible  resources  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  are  considered,  it  would 
not  seem  extravagant  to  suppose  that  one-half  of 
her  immediate  liabilities  would  be  immediately 
called  for.  This,  if  our  suppositions  approach  to 
accuracy,  could  not  fall  far  short  of  ten  millions.— 
The  specie  we  have  estimated  at  three  millions, 
and  we  know  of  no  masses  of  specie  balances  else- 
where which  would  increase  the  amount  of  actual 
means.  But,  have  we  not  put  the  sum  likely  to  be 
immediately  demanded  on  a resumption  “which 
will  not  command  the  public  faith,”  too  low?  Prior 
to  the  late  suspension  the  demand  circulation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  States  was  about  four  millions— it  is 
now  ten.  Is  it  likely  that  it  will  range  hereafter 
higher  than  heretofore?  Undoubtedly  not.  Still 
leaving  the  whole  sum  to  be  demanded  at  ten  mil- 
lions, and  the  immediate  cash  resources  at  three 
millions,  how  is  the  excess  to  be  provided?  That 
excess  of  obligations,  or  in  other  words,  deficiency 
of  means,  is  six  millions.  It  has  recently  been  al- 
leged in  the  public  prints  that  certain  of  the  banks 
jn  this  city,  to  wit:  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  some  others,  all 
entirely  dependent  for  their  means  of  resumption, 
on  the  resumption  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
have  agreed  to  borrow  of  the  eastern  banks,  two 
millions  and  a half  of  dollars  on  their  post  notes, 
having  12  and  18  months  to  run,  for  the  purpose  of 
loaning  the  same  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Let  us  examine  the  operation  of  this  measure. 
The  New  York  Express,  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
and  the  Boston  Courier,  all  aver  that  the  million  and 
a half  which  Boston  is  to  lend,  and  the  million 
which  New  York  is  expected  to  lend  are  alreadv 
here,  and  that  therefore,  there  will  be  no  transfer  of 


money  from  either  of  those  cities  to  this  consequent 
upon  the  above  loan;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  its 
only  effect  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  would  be  to 
place  balances  on  interest  and  make  them  payable 
at  a fixed  date,  which  are  here  now  on  deposite 
without  interest,  and  not  payable  at  any  fixed  date. 
What  proportion  of  these  balances  is  held  by  the 
U.  S.  bank  in  the  shape  of  private  deposities  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  it  is  probably  con- 
siderable. 

We  will  suppose,  however,  that  the  whole  sum 
borrowed  shall  be  immediately  applicable  to  the 
uses  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  What  then? 
The  deficiency  of  actual  means  as  compared  with 
actual  demands  after  exhausting  the  specie  will  still 
be  four  millions  and  a half.  It  will  be  seen  that  in 
the  present  argument  the  notion  is  discarded  of  the 
banks  themselves  carrying  any  portion  of  the 
weight  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
some  of  them  have  expressed  a willingness  to  do. 
The  effort  on  their  part  would  prove  a falacy. — 
They  lack  both  the  disposition  and  the  power  to  do 
so. 

The  question  has  been  examined  thus  far  on  the 
hypothesis  of  the  loan  of  two  and  a half  millions  be- 
ing a bona  fide  loan  of  money  from  distant  cities, 
and,  in  that  view’,  it  has  been  shown  to  be  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  proposed  object.  But  how  much 
more  inadequate, — indeed,  how  infinitely  ridiculous 
will  it  appear  when  it  is  known  that  the  eastern 
banks  refuse  to  loan  a dollar,  except  our  institu- 
tions give  them  in  lieu  of  their  money  negociable 
post  notes  in  small  sums,  either  issued  by  them- 
selves or  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  bearing  their  endorsement!  And  this  absurd 
proposition,  we  are  told,  has  been  acceded  to  by 
the  gentlemen  who  were  deputed  to  represent  our 
banks  in  the  foreign  cities.  Will  not  this  commu- 
nity with  one  voice  rebuke  a committee  so  little 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  business  they  un- 
dertook to  negotiate?  Does  not  every  one  perceive 
that  our  banks,  after  having  undergone  the  humilia- 
tion of  suing  to  their  inferiors  for  assistance,  have 
put  it  into  the  power  of  the  lenders  to  abstract  the 
sum  borrowed  from  their  own  vaults. 

It  is,  indeed,  some  consolation  that  several  of  our 
institutions  have  so  conducted  their  business  as  to 
save  themselves  from  this  degradation.  But  the 
strong  banks,  the  sound  banks — so  called  by  the 
Journal  of  Commerce — they,  alas!  are  thus  fallen! 

The  first  and  second  heads  of  the  subject  propos- 
ed when  this  essay  was  commenced,  after  what  has 
been  said  may  thus  be  disposed  of.  The  project 
of  a resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
alluded  to  on  the  plan  suggested  is  absurd  and  im- 
practicable. A resumption  based  upon  it  will  fail; 
the  banks  undertaking  it  will  be  involved  in  an  in- 
extricable labyrinth  of  difficulties,  and  the  effects 
upon  our  present  banking  system  may  be  fatal. 

As  to  the  third  head,  viz:  What  course  will  it 

be  proper  for  the  Commercial,  Mechanics’,  Girard, 
and  other  banks  similarly  situated,  to  pursue,  in 
case  the  project  of  resumption  above  referred  to 
should,  as  it  probably  will  be  abandoned,  it  is  not 
easy  to  determine.  That  these  institutions,  judg- 
ing from  their  independent  bearing,  are  in  a situa- 
tion to  resume,  and  maintain  specie  payments 
without  the  other  banks,  and  at  all  hazards,  seems 
probable.  But,  will  the  interest  of  the  community 
be  best  promoted  by  their  so  doing?  This  is  a grave 
question.  If  the  situation  of  the  other  banks  were 
hopeless,  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in  deciding 
it  affirmatively.  For  it  is  certain  that  so  long  as 
banks  do  not  pay  specie  they  do  not  fulfil  their 
functions.  Yet  would  the  resumption  of  a small 
portion  of  our  banks  restore  the  currency  in  the 
west  and  south?  Certainly  not.  And  without  that 
restoration  could  our  resuming  banks,  so  few  in 
number,  furnish  and  maintain  a circulating  paper 
medium  convertible  into  coin  at  pleasure,  adequate 
to  the  wants  of  our  people?  It  is  clear  that  they 
could  not.  What  then  would  be  the  object  of  their 
resumption!  Vain  glory.  The  object  is  not  equal 
to  the  sacrifice.  The  inconvenience  of  two  cur- 
rencies now  suffered  by  our  citizens  would  be  in- 
creased, not  diminished,  by  a partial  resumption, 
such  as  has  been  adverted  to.  The  resuming  insti- 
tutions would  find  themselves  in  a state  of  perpe- 
tual warfare,  assailed  insidiously  by  the  non-resum- 
ing, and  by  those  persons  having  claims  on  them 
from  abroad.  Our  own  citizens,  much  as  they  de- 
sire specie  payments,  would  not  acquiesce  in  the 
demands  for  specie  made  for  their  notes  by  some 
banks,  whilst  others  would  be  willing  to  receive  in 
full  payment  of  them,  paper  of  equal  nominal  value, 
which  they  could  purchase  at  a depreciated  rate. 
Thus  new  difficulties  Would  encounter  us  at  every 
step. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  will  naturally  be  asked — 
what  then  is  to  be  done?  No  question  is  more 


easily  answered.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  unable  to  resume,  on  her  ovvn  resources,  on  the 
day  fixed  by  law.  Certain  other  of  our  institutions 
are  equally  unable  to  resume.  This  is  the  fact. 
All  rhodomontade  is  useless.  All  attempt  to  dis- 
guise the  truth  by  false  pretensions  is  idle.  The 
judicious  and  sensible  portion  of  the  community, 
as  well  here  as  in  New  York  and  Boston,  know  the 
truth  of  these  averments.  The  two  last  named 
cities,  in  the  hope  of  getting  home  considerable 
debts  in  specie  which  were  incurred  by  our  citizens 
in  paper,  may  be  willing  to  hazard  the  loan  of 
smaller  sums  to  these  banks  on  their  post  notes  to 
be  immediately  discounted  here  and  converted  into 
specie  on  their  transient  resumption  to  bring  it 
about;  but  they  well  know  that  any  such  move- 
ment by  our  institutions  would  betray  a deplorable 
weakness  both  of  intellect  and  means.  They  well 
know  that  the  error  of  our  resumption  of  1838  was, 
that  it  was  based  on  the  same  fallacious  principle, 
(though  in  a different  form)  that  is  now  advocated 
by  them  for  their  own  interest. 

Our  banks  should  have  the  manhood  to  look  at 
the  subject  dirvelly  and  without  flinching,  and  to 
take  their  measures  afterwards,  according  to  their 
best  judgment.  In  our  view,  their  duty  is  plain. 
Let  the  directors  of  the  United  States  bank  make 
a fair  and  full  statement  of  its  condition  (the  days 
of  delusion  are  past)  to  the  legislature  of  the  com- 
monwealth as  soon  as  it  assembles,  showing  the 
efforts  they  have  made  to  conform  to  the  law;  let 
them  show  wherefore  they  have  been  unable  to  ac- 
complish their  wishes;  let  them  give  such  pledges, 
as  from  men  of  their  standing,  will  command  re- 
spect that  they  will,  honestly  and  zealously  as  they 
have  done,  pursue  the  course  most  likely  to  bring 
the  immediate  liabilities  and  active  means  of  the 
banks  into  a just  ratio  with  each  other;  and  ask 
with  frankness  of  manner  and  integrity  of  purpose 
for  such  an  extension  of  time,  in  the  present  sus- 
pension law,  as  will  enable  them  to  put  their  insti- 
tution in  a condition  to  meet  its  requisitions.  This 
could  probably  be  accomplished  in  another  year. 
Let  these  views  in  the  shape  of  a memorial,  to- 
gether with  the  statements  forming  its  basis,  be 
submitted  to  the  other  institutions,  and  let  those 
institutions  unite  in  the  request,  furnishing  the 
abundant  and  cogent  reasons  at  their  command,  to 
show  its  propriety.  No  difficulty  should  exist  in 
the  banks  agreeing  to  publish  monthly  statements 
of  their  prominent  items  of  business,  to  show  the 
sincerity  of  their  efforts  to  bring  themselves  into  a 
proper  position  to  resume  specie  payments  at  the 
period  fixed  in  the  new  law. 

There  are  many  reasons,  independent  of  those 
derivable,  from  our  own  local  situation,  which 
would  suggest  themselves  to  our  lawgivers  to  sanc- 
tion and  even  urge  the  propriety  of  the  measure. 
A prominent  one  may  be  named  here,  viz:  the 
overthrow  of  the  existing  national  administration, 
and  the  induction  of  a new  chief,  with  different 
financial  views  into  the  seat  of  government  at 
Washington,  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  soon  after 
which  the  great  question  of  the  currency  must  be 
taken  up  by  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  nation. 
Shall  our  institutions,  unprepared  as  they  are, 
rush  into  danger  and  perhaps  into  the  jaws  of 
death,  at  a moment  like  this.  Is  it  the  part  of 
common  prudence  to  do  so? 

In  conclusion,  it  cannot  be  two  earnestly  urged 
upon  the  directors  and  executive  officers  of  our 
banks  to  treat,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  public, 
(his  subject  with  the  manliness  and  candor  due  to 
its  important  bearing  upon  the  interests  of  society, 
and  instead  of  avering  that  their  respective  institu- 
tions are  each  in  a situation  to  resume,  but  for  the 
weakness  of  their  neighbors,  let  them  make  known 
the  truth  of  the  general  positions  herein  assumed. — 
All  these  positions  are  simple:  it  has  not  been  deemed 
necessary  to  involve  the  question  in  any  of  the  de- 
tails of  political  economy;  to  show  the  probability 
of  a continued  drain  of  specie  to  France;  to  discuss 
the  propriety  of  a protective  tariff.  Such  a plan  of 
treating  the  subject  would  have  induced  us  to  wan- 
der too  far  from  our  main  object,  which  was  to  show 
that  most  of  our  banks  cannot,  on  the  scheme  sug- 
gested, sustain  themselves,  if  they  attempt  resump- 
tion on  the  15th  of  January  next,  arid  that  those 
which  can  sustain  themselves  would  accomplish  no 
public  good,  but  much  evil,  by  resuming  on  that 
day,  which  they  would  only  be  justified  in  doing  in 
case  the  legislature  should  retuse  to  extend  the  pe- 
riod of  the  present  law.  Such  a refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  legislature  would  seem,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  highly  improbable,  and  we  have 
already  had  a sufficient  earnest  of  his  enlightened 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  to  feel  no  ap- 
prehension of  any  hostile  action  on  the  part  of  our 
present  enlightened  chief  magistrate. 

A CITIZEN. 
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DELAWARE. 

Election — official. 


Counties. 

Van  Buren. 

Harrison. 

New  Castle, 

2,194 

2,320 

Kent, 

1,095 

1,591 

Sussex, 

1,588 

2,451 

4,872 

6,963 

4,872 

Harrison  majority, 

1,091 

The  above  is  the  average  vote  for  electors  in  each 
county.  The  majority  of  the  highest  whig  elector, 
P.  F.  Causey,  over  the  lowest  Van  Buren,  N.  Clark 
is  1,103. 

MARYLAND. 

The  presidential  electoral  college  of  thi3  state,  as- 
sembled in  the  senate  chamber  at  Annapolis  on  the 
2d  inst.  all  the  members  being  present. 

Gov.  George  Howard,  was  elected  president,  and 
col.  J.  H.  Nicholson , secretary. 

The  nomination  of  gen.  William  H.  Harrison, 
of  Ohio,  for  president,  was  made  by  J.  L.  Kerr,  esq. 
of  Talbot,  and  that  of  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  for 
vice  president,  by  R.J.  Borne,  esq.  of  Montgomery, 
and  the  ten  votes  of  Maryland  were  cast  for  them; 
after  which  the  college  adjourned  sine  die. 

Queen  Anne’s  county  census.  According  to  the  Sen- 
tinel, the  whole  population  of  the  county  is  13,169. 
Whole  number  of  whites  6,650 — males  4,253,  fe- 
males 2,397.  Whole  number  of  blacks  6,519 — 
males  3,410,  females  3,109.  Free — males  1,307, 
females  1,233.  Slaves — males  2,103,  females  1,876. 
Employed  in  agriculture  2,972,  in  commerce  31,  in 
trades  93,  in  navigation  86,  in  the  learned  profes- 
sions 28. 

VIRGINIA. 

Electors.  The  governor’s  proclamation  of  the  23d 
of  November,  announces  that 

Arthur  Smith,  of  Isle  of  Wight, 

John  Cargill,  of  Sussex, 

James  Jones,  of  Nottoway, 

William  R.  Baskerville,  of  Mecklenburg, 
Charles  Yancey,  of  Buckingham, 

Richard  Logan,  of  Halifax, 

Archibald  Stuart,  of  Patrick, 

William  Jones,  of  Gloucester, 

Austin  Brockenbrough,  of  Essex, 

John  Gibson,  of  Prince  William, 

J.  D.  Halyburton,  of  New  Kent, 

Thomas  J.  Randolph,  of  Albemarle, 

Walter  Holladay,  of  Spottsylvania, 

Inman  Horner,  ol  Fauquier, 

James  Gibson,  of  Hampshire, 

William  A.  Harris,  of  Page, 

Jacob  D.  Williamson,  of  Rockingham, 

William  Taylor,  of  Rockbridge, 

Augustus  A.  Chapman,  of  Monroe, 

James  Hoge,  of  Puiaski, 

William  Byars,  of  Washington, 

Benjamin  Brown,  of  Cabell,  and 
John  Hindman,  of  Brooke, 
have  been  duly  elected  electors  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  state  of  Virginia,  to  vote  for  a president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States.  The  electors  are 
required  by  law  to  meet  at  the  capital  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  December 
inst,  by  the  hour  of  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

The  Virginia  college  of  electors  assembled  in  the 
cipitol  on  the  2d  inst.  and  cast  the  vote  of  this  state 
for  Martin  Van  Buren,  for  president,  and  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  for  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 
Arthus  Smith,  of  Isle  of  Wight,  voted  for  Mr.  Polk, 
of  Tenn.  for  vice  president,  instead  of  col.  Johnson. 

The  legislature  convened  at  Richmond  on  the  1st 
instant.  Mr.  Nash  (V.  B.)  was  elected  president 
of  the  senate — Mr.  Good,  of  Wheeling,  one  of  the 
whig  members,  not  being  present,  gave  the  Van 
Buren  party  a majority  of  one.  Were  all  present, 
each  party  would  have  sixteen  senators. 

Mr.  Southall,  of  Albermarle,  (whig),  was 
elected  speaker  of  the  house.  The  vote  stood: 

For  Mr.  Southall,  67 

For  Mr.  Goode,  of  Mecklenburg,  (V.  B.)  56 
Four  whigs  and  two  V.  B.  absent.  Three  seats 
vacant — one  from  Frederick,  one  from  Fairfax — 
both  contested  on  the  return — and  one  in  Louisa, 
where  the  member  elect  has  resigned. 

The  house  proposed  to  the  senate  to  go  into  the 
election  of  a U.  S.  senator  on  the  4 1 h inst. 

State  debt.  The  public  debt  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, according  to  the  Norfolk  Beacon,  is  at  the 
present  time,  $6,500,000,  exclusive  of  its  liabilities 
underacts  authorising  loans  for  works  of  internal 
improvement,  which  amount  to  $3,442,120  more. 

Congressional  candidate.  Cuthbert  Powell,  esq 
of  Loudoun,  is  announced  as  a candidate  to  repre- 
sent in  congress  the  district  of  Fairfax,  Loudoun  and 
Fauquier.  Mr.  McCarty  declines  a re-election. 

University  of  Virginia,  The  Richmond  Whig 
says,  that  the  visiters  have  appointed  Nathaniel  P. 


Howard,  esq.  of  Richmond,  professor  of  law  in  the 
university,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  professor  Davis.  Mr.  Howard  is  a young 
gentleman  of  accurate  and  extensive  legal  acquire- 
ments, and  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  accomplish- 
ed scholars  in  the  state. 

A Charlottsville  paper  says: — “Pike  Powers,  esq. 
has  been  temporarily  appointed  to  fill  the  mathema- 
tical chair,  vacated  by  the  death  of  professor  Bon- 
nycastle” 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

United  Slates  senators.  The  bon.  W.  P.  Mangum 
and  hon.  W.  A.  Graham,  speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons,  have  been  elected  senators  to  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  from  North  Carolina — 
the  former  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next, 
and  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Brown;  the  lat- 
ter to  fill  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  of  Mr. 
Strange,  which  is  two  years.  The  vote  stood  thus: 
for  Mangmn  99,  Graham  98,  Brown  65  and  Strange 
64. 


Official  returns  of  the  election  for  president. 


COUNTIES. 

Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

Anson, 

1,194 

395 

Ashe, 

578 

460 

Beaufort, 

961 

309 

Bertie, 

496 

385 

Bladen, 

346 

414 

Brunswick. 

350 

230 

Buncombe  &.  Henderson  1,436 

452 

Burke, 

1,623 

309 

Cabarrus, 

891 

354 

Camden, 

612 

100 

Carteret, 

454 

186 

Caswell, 

276 

1,169 

Chatham, 

1,124 

668 

Chowan, 

330 

158 

Columbus, 

204 

315 

Craven, 

666 

540 

Cumberland, 

612 

950 

Currituck, 

142 

468 

Cherokee, 

414 

113 

Davidson, 

1,441 

390 

Dublin, 

253 

807 

Edgecombe, 

135 

1,374 

Franklin, 

374 

689 

Gates, 

378 

328 

Granville, 

933 

778 

Greene, 

297 

215 

Guilford, 

2,300 

414 

Halifax, 

604 

356 

Havwood, 

431 

221 

Hertford, 

396 

199 

Hyde, 

431 

89 

Iredell, 

1.780 

328 

Johnson, 

597 

549 

Jones, 

243 

132 

Lenoir,  (not  received) 

Lincoln, 

1,000 

1,958 

Martin, 

291 

596 

Mecklenburg, 

1,000 

1,246 

Montgomery, 

1,136 

105 

Moore, 

529 

495 

Macon, 

433 

163 

Nash, 

78 

797 

New  Hanover, 

293 

1,042 

Northampton, 

550 

3S3 

Onslow, 

143 

690 

Orange, 

1,639 

1,448 

Pasquotank, 

693 

149 

Perquimons, 

596 

134 

Person, 

214 

597 

Pitt, 

627 

391 

Randolph, 

1,344 

269 

Richmond, 

820 

102 

Rowan  and  Davie, 

1,630 

725 

Robeson, 

579 

506 

Rockingham, 

547 

905 

Rutherford, 

1,802 

540 

Sampson, 

553 

741 

Stokes, 

1,212 

1,061 

Surry, 

1,191 

812 

Tyrrell, 

380 

83 

Wake, 

1,026 

1,149 

Warren, 

105 

754 

Washington, 

432 

54 

Wayne, 

306 

731 

Wilkes, 

1,450 

114 

Yancy, 

415 

290 

46,376 

33,782 

33,782 

Harrison’s  majority,  12,594 

Hon.  H.  W.  Connor,  V.  B.  representative  of  the 
Lincoln  district  in  congress,  has  given  public  notice 
of  his  intention  not  again  to  be  a candidate. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

On  the  28th  ult.  the  two  houses  concurred  in  a 
proposition  to  go  into  the  election  of  electors  on  the 
1st  instant. 


Members  of  the  legislature — 1S40. 

Senate — 45  members. 

Abbeville — D Douglass. f 
All  Saints — Edward  T.  Heriot. 

Barnwell — Angus  Patterson. 

Claremount— J.  W.  English. 

Clarendon — S.  P.  Dubose. 

Christ  Church — James  S.  Rhett.f 
Chester — Dr.  John  Douglass. f J 
Chesterfield — Dr.  Thomas  E.  Powe. 

Darlington — William  H.  Cannon. f 
Edgefield — J.  S.  Jeter. 

Fairfield — Austin  F.  Peay. 

Greenville — H.  G Johnson. f J 
Horry — W.  H.  Johnson. f J 
Kershaw — William  McWillie.  f 
Lancaster — W.  McKenna. f j: 

Laurens — Thomas  F.  Jones. 

Lexington — Lemuel  Boozer. f J 
Marion — B.  Gaize,\  j;  protested. 

Marlborough — D.  C.  Murdock. 

Newberry — F.  B.  Higgins. f 
Orange — J.  M.  Felder. f J 
Pendleton — B.  Hagood.f  % 

Prince  George,  (Winyaw) — R.  W.  F.  Allston. 
Richland— James  Gregg. 

St.  Andrews — John  Rivers. f | 

St.  Bartholomews — Simon  Verdier. 

St.  George,  (Dorcester) — William  Carr. 

St.  Helena — Richard  De  Treville. 

St.  James,  (Goose  Creek) — John  Wilson. 

St.  James,  (Santee) — S.  J.  Palmer. f J 
St.  John,  (Berkley) — John  H.  Dawson. 

St.  John,  (Colleton) — John  Jenkins. 

St.  Luke — Dr.  J.  Fickling.f 

St.  Matthews — Dr.  T.  J.  Goodwyn. 

St.  Pauls — J.  B.  Grimball.f  J 
St.  Peters — Henry  Smart. f 
St.  Philip  and  St.  Michaels— Daniel  Elliott  Hu- 
gor,  and  Ker  Boyce. f J 

St.  Stephens — T.  L.  Gourdin.f 

St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis — F.  D.  Quash. 

Spartanburg — John  Crawford. 

Union — W.  K.  Clowney.f  J 
Williamsburg — D.  D Wilson. 

York — J.  D.  Witherspoon  f J 

fElected  this  year.  {New  members. 

House  of  representatives. 

Abbeville — A.  Burt,  D.L.Wardlaw,  Jno.  Chiles,* 
Joel  Smith,  and  John  Swillen.* 

All  Saints Randall.* 

Barnwell — Edmond  Bellinger,  S.  W.  Trotti,*  C. 
R.  Carroll,*  J.  G.  Brown.* 

Chester — F.  W.  Davie,  John  W.  Rice,*  and  J. 
L.  Jackson.* 

Chesterfield — J.  W.  Blakeney,  and  Stephen  Jack- 
son. 

. Christ  Church — Andrew  Hibben. 

Clarendon — Levi  F.  Rhame,*  and  Hy.  J.  Smith.* 
Claremont — John  D.  Frierson,*  W.  J.  Reynolds,* 
and  G.  S.  DeSchamps.* 

Darlington- — A.  D.  Sims,*  and  Isaac  D.  Wilson.* 
Edgefield — J.  Sheppard,*  J.  Tompkins,*  W.  S. 
Cothran,*  Dr.  R.  C.  Griffin,*  M.  L.  Bonham,*  and 
D.  Atkinson.* 

Fairfield — E.  G.  Palmer,  Jos.  A.  Woodward,* 
W.  J.  Alston,*  and  Dr.  John  J.  Myers.* 
Greenville— S.  M.  Earle,*  H.  Smith,*  T.  E. 
Ware,*  and  B.  F.  Perry. 

Horry — E.  A.  Benjamin.* 

Kershaw — James  Chestnut,  jr.*  and  Lewis  J. 
Patterson. 

Lancaster- Massey*  and Conner.* 

Laurens— Geo.  Anderson,*  Charles  Williams,* 
R.  H.  Speers,*  and  Dr.  Wm.  Irby.* 

Lexington — Paul  Quattlebum,*  and  Jacob  Win- 
gard.* 

Marion — D.  Palmer,*  J.  C.  Bethea,*  and  H.  M. 
Davis  * 

Marlborough— Wm.  T.  Ellerbe,*  and  Christian 
IV.  Dudley.* 

Newberry — Simeon  Fair,*  C.  B.  Griffin,*  and  T. 
H.  Pope.* 

Orange — D.  F.  Jamison,  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Guig- 
nard.* 

Pendleton — IF.  Robinson,*  J.  McFull,*  J.  Gil- 
mer,* C.  Kingsley ,*  J.  IF.  Conner,*  and  W.  Hun- 
ter.* 

Prince  George,  Winyaw— John  I.  Middleton,  A. 
II.  Belin,  and  T.  G.  Carr. 

Prince  William — W.  F.  Colcock. 

Richland — No  election  declared — the  whole  re- 
turns submitted  to  the  legislature. 

Spartanburg — J.  E.  Henry,*  H.  H.  Thomson, 
Wm.  R.  Poole,  John  R.  Richards,*  and  John  W. 
Hunt. 

St.  Andrews — Wm.  I.  Bull. 

St.  Bartholomews — B.  G.  O’Bryan,  D.  S.  Hen- 
derson and  David  Walker. 

St.  George,  Dorchester — David  Gavin. 

St.  Helena — Thomas  Fuller,  jr.* 
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Sr.  John,  Berkley — James  Ferguson,*  and  Robert 
McKelvey.* 

St.  John,  Colleton — Win.  Murray,*  and  a tie  be- 
tween Daniel  F.  Jenkins,  and  Hugh  Wilson,  jr. 

St  James,  Santee — John  Blake.* 

St.  James,  Goose  Creek — Geo.  H.  Smith.* 

St.  Luke’s— Albert  Rhett,*  and  R.  W.  Single- 
ton.* 

St.  Matthews— Dr.  A.  T.  Darby.* 

St.  Philip  and  St.  Michaels — Wm.  Aiken,  Ed. 
Frost,  W.D.  Porter,*  John  Phillips,  A.  G.  Magrath, 
B.  F.  Hunt,*  C.  G.  Memminger,  John  Huger,  G. 
B.  Eckhard,  Otis  Mills,*  R.  W.  Seymour,  John 
Schnierle,  T.  O.  Elliott,  James  M.  Walker,*  B.  R. 
Carroll.*  W.  W.  Kunhardt,*  and  R.  W.  Roper.* 

St.  Pauls — Wm.  Washington. 

St  Peters — J.  Lartigue,*  and  Dr.  E.  Ripley.* 
St.  Stephens — John  Palmer. 

St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis — Robert  Elfe. 
Union— Z.  P.  Herndon,*  Wm.  Gist,*  Dr.  M.  A. 
Moore,*  and  James  R.  Jones.* 

Williamsburg — A tie  between  Dr.  W.  J.  Buford, 
and  Mr.  Mouzon. 

York— James  M.  Love,  Robt.  T.  Allison,  Abram 
Hardin,*  and  John  A.  Alston.* 

*New  members.  Those  in  italics  are  whigs. 

The  legislature  of  South  Carolina  assembled  on 
Monday,  the  23d  ultimo.  The  bon.  Angus  Patter- 
son was  unanimously  elected  speaker  of  the  senate, 
and  D.  L.  Wardlow  re-elected  without  opposition 
speakerofthe  house  of  representatives.  Both  houses 
being  organized,  the  governor  (B.  K.  Henagan,  on 
whom  the  duties  of  the  chief  magistrate  devolved 
after  the  decease  of  governor  Noble)  transmitted  his 
message  on  Tuesday  the  24th. 

The  whigs  held  a meeting  at  Charleston  on  the 
26th  ult.  preparatory  to  a public  dinner  to  Wm.  C. 
Preston,  at  which  it  was 

“ Resolved , That  we  contemplate  with  great  gra- 
tification the  able  and  meritorious  exertions  of  our 
senator,  the  hon.  Wm.  C.  Preston;  our  late  repre- 
sentative, hon.  Waddy  Thompson,  and  our  distin- 
guished fellow  citizen/Hugh  S.  Legare,  throughout 
the  struggle  now  so  happily  terminated.  These 
gentlemen  have  added  greatly  to  their  previous  well 
earned  reputation,  by  their  eloquent  orations  in  de- 
fence of  liberty,  and  by  their  gallant  resistance  to  a 
bitter  and  intolerant  majority  at  home,  have  deserv- 
ed well  of  the  country  at  large. 

“That  we  tender  to  the  hon.  W.  Thompson,  in 
his  regretted  retirement,  our  sincere  thanks  and  cor- 
dial esteem. 

“That  we  take  a peculiar  pride  in  the  elevated 
position  and  extensive  popularity  of  hon.  Hugh  S. 
Legare,  and  ardently  wish  that  the  time  may  soon 
arrive  w'hen  his  native  state  shall  more  properly 
appreciate  his  worth,  and  again  avail  herself  of  his 
valuable  services. 

“That  we  otter  to  the  hon.  Wm.  C.  Preston,  the 
warmest  expressions  of  our  confidence  and  admira- 
tion—unmoved  by  menaces  and  unhurt  by  calumny, 
he  has  long  been  among  the  foremost  in  manly  and 
consistent  opposition  to  the  destructive  measures  of 
an  unprincipled  administration.  We  exhort  him  to 
persevere  in  his  honorable  course,  and  pledge  our- 
selves to  sustain  him  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability, 
by  a cordial  and  unshrinking  support.” 

Extract  form  gov.  Henagan’s  message, 
f’  The  school  system.  “Our  free  school  system  has 
lately  attracted  especial  attention.  I trust  that,  from 
the  many  reports  of  the  commissioners  to  our  late 
governor,  you  will  be  able  to  derive  important  aid 
in  the  patriotic  and  benevolent  effort  to  place  it  upon 
a more  useful  and  correct  foundation.  Without  pre- 
suming to  give  you  even  the  outlines  of  a system, 
I would  respectfully  submit  a few  remarks  on  the 
subject.  The  pay  of  the  teachers  is  altogether  too 
moderate.  The  very  small  compensation  may  be 
said,  without  much  of  a figure,  to  poison  the  whole 
system.  If  we  value  professions  by  their  usefulness, 
none  can  be  more  important  than  that  of  the  teacher. 
His  duties  are  most  irksome  and  laborious,  and  no 
occupation  in  life  calls  for  a rarer  combination  of 
talent  and  character.  The  foundation  of  a com- 
plete education  can  be  surely  laid,  only  in  our  ele- 
mentary schools.  The  importance  of  a thorough 
English  education,  is,  to  a great  extent,  overlooked, 
in  our  modern  systems,  and  our  youth  is  hurried 
into  tho  study  of  the  ancient  classics,  without  even 
a decent  knowledge  of  their  own  tongue.  It  is  a 
humiliating  fact,  that  many,  fresh  from  the  walls 
of  college,  cannot  write  a page,  without  betraying 
their  ignorance  of  the  structure  of  our  language. 
This  is  no  imputation  upon  the  professors,  as  young- 
men  are  riot  sent  there  to  learn  the  rudiments  of 
English,  but  are  presumed  to  knowf  them  before 
their  admission.  It  is  not  my  design  to  depreci- 
ate the  dead  languages,  or  a knowledge  of  their  lite- 
rature, but  that  education  is  imperfect,  indeed,  which 
looks  too  exclusively  to  such  an  attainment. — 


A critical  knowledge  of  our  own  language,  with 
its  literature,  should  be  the  primary  object  of  atten- 
tion, and,  under  no  circumstances,  should  this  be 
neglected.  There  can  be  no  occasion  for  this  ne- 
glect, as  the  thorough  knowledge  of  one  language 
only  facilitates  the  acquisition  of  another.  It  is  no 
easy  matter  now,  to  acquire  a good  English  educa- 
tion in  South  Carolina.  He  who  would  offer  to 
teach  English  alone,  could  not  calculate  upon  mak- 
ing his  bread.  Our  modern  notions  require  some- 
thing else;  and  hence  every  head  of  a petty  country 
school,  advertises  to  give  instruction  in  Latin, 
Greek,  Italian  and  French,  and  those  higher  En- 
glish branches,  which  can  be  properly'  taught  only 
in  a college.  To  know  what  Homer  and  Horace 
wrote,  and  to  be  able  to  read  the  Grecian  and  Ro- 
man anthologies,  is  regarded  of  more  importance 
than  the  knowledge  of  our  own  times  and  country. 
The  legislature  can  do  something  to  reform  this 
state  of  things,  by  elevating  the  character  of  our 
free  schools,  and  requiring  that  applicants  for  ad- 
mission into  the  college,  should  be  examined  in  cer- 
tain English  departments,  with  which  now  they  are 
only  presumed  to  be  familiar. 

There  is  a more  important  relation,  however,  be- 
tween the  teacher  and  the  pupil,  than  the  merely 
intellectual.  It  is  the  moral  relation.  How  vastly 
important  that  the  teacher  should  possess  the  requi- 
site moral  qualifications;  that  he  should  be  able  to 
give  that  kind  of  instruction  which  alone  can  quali- 
fy us  for  the  higher  duties  of  life,  which  alone  can 
qualify  us  for  eternity  The  education  of  the  mind 
and  heart  must  go  together,  or  better,  far  better 
would  it  be  for  our  children  to  continue  in  the  depths 
of  native  ignorance.  I would  not  convert  our  free 
schools  into  theological  seminaries;  but  it  becomes 
the  legislature  to  guard,  in  every  proper  manner,  the 
morals  of  the  children,  and  protect  them  against 
those  sinister  influences  which  make  them  any  thing 
but  good  and  useful  citizens.  In  the  words  of  a 
distinguished  modern  writer,  “education  consists  in 
learning  what  makes  a man  useful,  respectable  and 
happy.”  It  is  all  important  to  elevate  the  character 
of  the  teachers  of  our  free  schools.  The  relation 
between  teacher  and  pupil  is  of  a most  responsible 
nature,  and  involves  all  that  importance  which  be- 
longs to  authority,  on  the  one  side,  and  submission 
on  the  other.  In  addition  to  literary  qualifications, 
no  one,  if  possible,  should  control  the  education  of 
the  youth  of  the  state,  who  is  deficient  in  moral  cha- 
racter. Who,  I would  ask,  are  the  teachers  of  our 
free  schools?  Are  they  men  to  whom  the  legislature 
can  commit,  with  confidence,  the  great  business  of 
education? 


Exclusive  of  domestic  productions  of  minor  con- 
sideration, but  which  if  included  in  the  estimate, 
would  swell  the  export  of  South  Carolina,  to  at  least 
$13,000,000. 

Savannah  exported  the  last  year: 

199,842  foreign, 

76,299  coastwise, 


10,537  from  Darien, 


> bales  of  short  cotton, 

5 


286,678  total,  at  $30  the  bale, 


$8,600,340 


8,108  Sea  Islands,  at  $75  the  bale,  608,000 
50,000  casks  rice,  estimated  at  $20,  1,000,000 


Total,  $10,208,340 

The  exports,  therefore,  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  pass  through 
the  ports  of  Charleston  arid  Savannah,  amount  to 
the  aggregate  of  $23,208,340. 

The  Courier  remarks  that  the  amount  of  exports 
from  Charleston  and  Savannah  is  nearly  five  times 
that  of  the  port  of  Baltimore;  while  the  population 
of  the  two  former  cities  together  is  less  than  one- 
half  the  population  of  the  latter. 


GEORGIA. 

Election  return — official.  The  Milledgeville  Jour- 
nal publishes  the  following  as  the  aggregate  of  the 
votes  received  by  the  presidential  electoral  candi- 
dates in  Georgia: 


Harrison  ticket. 

D L.  Clinch,  40,349 
J.  W.  Campbell, 

G.  R.  Gilmer, 

W.  W.  Ezzard, 

C.  Dougherty, 

Joel  Crawford, 

A.  Miller, 

S.  Grantland, 

C.  B.  Strong, 

J.  Whitehead, 

E.  Wimberley 


40.349 

40,347 

40,341 

40,340 

40,339 

40,337 

40,336 

40,336 

40,332 

40,329 


Van  Buren  ticket. 

W.  B.  Bulloch,  31.989 

M.  Echols,  31,9S9 

T.  Wootten,  31,984 

J.  Anderson,  31,981 

S.  Groves,  31,981 

S.  Beall,  31,977 

J.  Robinson,  31,877 

E.  Harden,  31,965 

W.  B.  Wofford,  31,957 
S.  Jones,  31,953 

J.  Bates,  31,939 

The  aggregate  whig  majority  is  8,377. 

General  Clinch  and  Mr.  Campbell,  the  two  high- 
est upon  the  Harrison  ticket,  are  8.360  votes  ahead 
of  Mr.  Bulloch,  the  highest  on  the  Van  Buren 
ticket.  And  general  Wimberly,  the  lowest  on  the 
Harrison  ticket,  is  8,390  vote3  ahead  of  general 
Bates,  the  lowest  upon  the  Van  Buren  ticket. — 
Twenty  votes  cover  the  Harrison  ticket,  and  fifty 
the  Van  Buren  ticket. 

The  whig  majority,  at  the  congressional  election 
in  October,  was  3,848 — and  the  aggregate  vote 
74,096. 


What  is  the  amount  of  their  literary  qualifications, 
and  what  is  the  tone  of  their  morality?  It  is  not  my 
design  to  indulge  in  unnecessary  remarks  upon  this 
subject,  but  truth  requires  me  to  say,  that  as  a class, 
thpy  are  grossly  incompetent  to  discharge  their  high 
and  sacred  functions.  So  far  as  my  observations  ex- 
tend, with  but  few  exceptions,  they  are  very  ignorant 
and  possess  a very  easy  morality.  With  the  poor 
pay  allowed  them,  we  cannot  reasonably  calculate 
upon  a better  state  of  things.  The  men  who  take 
charge  of  our  public  schools,  and  accept  so  misera- 
ble a pittance  as  the  reward  of  their  labors,  are  they 
who  cannot  get  employment  on  any  other  terms. — 
Necessity  forces  them  to  make  the  offer  of  their  ser- 
vices, and  necessity  forces  the  commissioners  to  ac- 
cept them.  It  is  now  in  South  Carolina  a repr  oach 
to  be  a teacher  of  a free  school,  as  it  is  regarded 
prima  facia  evidence  of  a want  of  qualification. — 
Men  will  not  embark  in  the  business  of  education, 
from  mere  motives  of  patriotism.  You  cannot  com- 
mand superior  talent  and  attainment,  without  ade- 
quate compensation.  The  lawyer,  the  physician  and 
the  artizan,  bestow  not  their  labors  gratuitously;  and 
upon  what  principle  of  reason  or  justice,  can  it  be 
expected,  that  he  who  has  qualified  himself,  by  years 
of  severe  toil,  for  the  most  useful  of  all  professions, 
shall  labor  at  a rate  which  will  not  supply  the  wants 
of  nature.” 


Exports  from  Charleston  and  Savannah.  The 
Charleston  Courier  exhibits  the  following  table  of 
exports  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  through 
their  two  principal  seaports,  during  the  last  year. 
Charleston  exported  the  last  year: 


228,191  foreign,  1 
60,178  coastwise,  ) 


bales  of  short  cotton, 


288,369 

13,200  from  Georgetown, 


301,569  total,  at  $30  the  bale,  $9,047,070 


19,310  bales  Sea  Islands  at  $75,  1,458,250 

100,000  tierces  of  rice,  at  $20,  2,000,000 


Total,  $12,505,320 


Legislature . A resolution  being  under  conside- 
ration in  the  senate  for  proceeding,  on  the  4th  inst. 
to  the  election  of  a senator  of  the  United  States,  to 
succeed  Mr.  Lumpkin  on  the  3d  day  of  March 
next,  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  a Van  Bu- 
ren member,  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session.  Some  half  a dozen  Harrison  sena- 
tors being  absent,  and  advantage  being  about  to  be 
taken  of  a majority  in  the  senate  thus  obtained  by 
the  Van  Buren  party,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Miller,  the  Harrison  members  of  the  senate  with- 
drew in  a body.  After  they  had  withdrawn,  the 
secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers in  order  to  record  the  yeas  and  nays.  After 
the  call  was  made,  the  president  declared  that  there 
was  no  quorum.  The  senate  adjourned  over  to  the 
following  day,  when  they  again  met;  and  after 
some  discussion,  took  a recess  for  an  hour,  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  some  arrangement  could  not 
be  made  to  settle  the  difficulty.  At  the  second 
meeting  of  the  body,  a motion  was  made  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  for  the  present,  which  was 
carried  by  a vote  ol  63  to  18.  The  senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  regular  business,  a part  of  which 
was  a preamble  and  resolution  in  regard  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  a national  bank. 

ALABAMA. 

United  States  senator.  Hon.  W.  R.  King  is  re- 
elected senator  in  congress  from  this  state,  for  six 
years  from  the  fourth  of  March  next.  The  vote  in 
"the  legislature  stood  as  follows: 

W.  R.  King  (V.  B.)  75 

Gov.  Gayle  (whig)  55 

We  understand  from  the  Montour  that  in  the  se- 
nate there  are  21  Van  Buren  and  12  whigs,  as  the 
line  has  been  heretofore  drawn.  At  this  election 
for  senator,  Messrs.  Watrous  and  Ross,  both  whig 
senators,  were  absent.  In  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, the  parties  are  believed  to  stand,  52  Van 
Buren  and  48  whigs.  Judge  Hunter,  of  Lowndes, 
Mr.  Peters  and  the  member  elect  from  Wilcox,  all 
whigs,  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  election  for 
senator.  All  the  Van  Buren  members  of  either 
branch  were  present  except  Mr.  Blair.  The  majo- 
rity for  col.  King  would  have  been  13,  had  all  the 
members  been  presented  and  voted. 
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The  launching  drajt  of  water  of  the 
Boston, 


Vincennes, 
Fairfield, 
St.  Louis, 
Concord, 
Vandalia, 


Was  aft  13  feet  5 inches,  forward  9 
feet  2 inches,  difference  4 ft.  3 in 


The  foregoing  ships  are  alike  in  form,  and  were 
drafted  by  the  chief  constructor. 

The  launching  draft  of  water  of  the 

Warren  was  aft  12  feet  2 inches,  forward  10  feet 
7 inches,  difference  1 foot  7 inches. 

Natchez  was  aft  11  feet  10  inches,  forward  9 feel 
9 inches,  difference  2 feet  1 inch. 

Lexington  was  aft  12  feet  10  inches,  forward  9 ft. 
1 inch,  difference  3 feet  9 inches. 

Falmouth,  no  information. 

The  chief  constructor  claims  no  agency  in  the 
construction  of  these  four  ships.  The  Falmouth 
was  planned  and  built  in  the  Charlestown  navy  yard 
after  the  Boston  was  launched,  and  was  intended  by 
her  constructor  to  be  a superior  ship.  How  far  he 
succeeded,  I leave  for  others  to  determine. 

The  characters  of  a part  of  the  first  named  six,  as 
drawn  by  their  commanders,  is  here  added,  and  any 
one  conversant  with  the  subject,  will  be  able  to 
determine  what  credit  is  due  to  assertion  without 
proof. 

Character  of  the  Boston — Jan.  1826.  We  sailed 
from  Boston  with  a strong  wind  from  W.  N.  W,  and 
stood  out  of  the  bay  with  single  reefed  topsails,  fore- 
sail and  main  top  gallant  sail,  steering  before  the 
wind  until  abreast  of  Cape  Cod,  the  ship  going  10 
knots  per  log.  After  hauling  up  S.  S.  E.  to  go  out 
of  the  south  channel,  took  the  third  reef  in  the  top- 
sails, and  took  in  the  main  top  gallant  sail.  She 
averaged  eleven  knots  and  could  have  carried  whole 
topsails  and  main  course  at  the  time.  The  observed 
latitude  next  day  justified  the  distance  given  by  the 
log,  being  seventeen  miles  to  the  south  of  that  ac- 
count. I had  occasion  to  stay  her  several  times 
under  topsails  and  courses,  and  she  worked  admira- 
bly, and  no  doubt  will  combine  all  the  good  quali- 
ties that  a vessel  need  possess.  She  is  very  stiff', 
and  bears  her  canvass  as  well  as  any  ship  I have 
sailed  in. 

Character  of  the  Vincennes — Jan.  1827.  I have 
to  state  that  as  far  as  my  experience  and  observa- 
tion has  gone,  I think  myself  justified  in  believing 
that  her  greatest  superiority  is  in  sailing  close  haul- 
ed, with  as  much  wind  as  she  can  conveniently 

carry,  double  reefed  topsails  and  courses  to. 

Under  top  gallant  sails,  royals,  and  indeed  any  sail 
by  the  wind,  her  sailing  appears  to  be  extraordi- 
nary, both  from  her  velocity  through  the  water, 
and  her  capacity  for  holding  a good  wind.  With 
the  wind  abeam,  or  a point  forward  or  aft  of  it,  un- 
der any  sail;  but  more  especially  in  strong  breezes 
under  low  sail,  she  appears  to  possess  greater  ex- 
cellence than  is  usually  found  in  vessels  of  her 
class.  The  chief  excellence  of  this  vessel  evidently 
consists  in  the  great  facility  with  which  she  performs 
all  manoeuvres,  and  her  capacity  to  carry  a great 
deal  of  sail  w ithout  straining  or  pressing  her.  She 
appears  to  steer  and  work  with  more  readiness  and 
advantage  than  the  ships  I have  heretofore  sailed 
in,  and  from  these  circumstances  I am  disposed  to 
think  in  the  points  specifically  referred  to,  her  car- 
rying, working  and  steering,  she  is  almost  unri- 
valled. 

In  a head  sea,  with  fresh  and  strong  breezes,  un- 
der reduced  topsails,  courses,  &c.  she  can  compete 
on  a wind  with  any  vessel. 

For  comfort  and  security  generally,  equal  to  any, 
and  superior  to  most  vessels. 

In  the  only  norther  experienced  whilst  at  anchor 
in  Valparaiso  bay,  she  rode  beautifully,  with  but 
little  strain  to  her  cables. 

My  regard  for  the  Vincennes  is  based  upon  a 
knowledge  of  her  most  excellent  and  superior  quali- 
ties, and  I will  only  add,  that  if  she  was  my  own 
vessel,  l would  do  what  I propose,  and  th  reby  ren- 
der her  what  I think  she  nearly  is  already,  a non- 
pareil, [ Note — the  proposition  was  to  alter  some 
part  of  her  internal  arrangements.] 

Character  of  the  Fairfield— 1831.  I have  never 
sailed  in  a finer  vessel.  She  steers  well,  bears  her 
sail  well,  works  well,  sails  well,  and  in  short,  has 
all  the  properties  which  could  be  desired  in  a ship. 

To  the  following  questions  the  answers  are  an- 
nexed: 

How  does  she  sail  close  hauled  in  a top  gallant 

Answer.  Fast,  and  bears  her  canvass  well. 

How  does  she  sail  close  hauled  in  a topsail  gale? 
Answer.  The  same — fast,  and  bears  her  canvass 
well. 

How  does  she  sail  under  reefed  topsail  and 
courses? 

Answer.  Admirably. 


How  does  she  steer,  wear  and  stay,  under  all  cir- 1 The  Macedonian  outsails,  with  ease  in  every  way, 

the  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  sails  with,  if  she  does  not 
outsail  the  Levant.  One  quality  of  great  value,  a 
ready  obedience  to  her  helm,  she  has  in  as  much 
perfection  as  any  ship  can  have.  On  our  return  to 
port,  we  beat  over  the  bar  and  round  the  shoal  call- 
ed the  Spit,  with  the  wind  at  N.  W.  as  much  of  it 
as  we  could  carry  single  reefed  topsails  to,  and  very 
unsteady  in  flaws.  No  ship  could  work  better,  or 
stand  up  better  under  her  canvass. 

1 have  to  inform  you  that  the  alterations  made  in 
the  trim  of  the  Macedonian,  and  the  cleaning  of  her 
bottom,  have  much  improved  her  sailing.  On  the 
passage  from  Boston  to  this  place,  (Eastport),  we 
found  that  we  could  spare  about  half  her  canvass  to 
the  sloops.  My  opinion  now  is,  that  the  Mandonian 
is  a fast  ship,  going  free,  and  a fair  sailing  ship  on 
a wind. 

When  we  left  New  York  there  was  only  4 inches 
difference  in  the  draft  of  water  taken  at  single  an- 
chor with  30  fathoms  of  chain  out.  The  improve- 
ment  in  the  working  and  steering  of  this  ship,  is 
remarked  by  every  one,  and  she  is  the  easiest  ship 
that  I have  ever  been  to  sea  in.” 

So  much  for  the  character  of  these  ships,  and  I 
think  that  they  will  bear  a comparison  with  foreign 
ships  of  war. 

British  naval  architects,  with  all  their  experience 
and  with  all  their  science,  aided  as  they  have  been 
bp  eminent  men  not  of  the  profession,  are  still  seek- 
ing the  true  form.  Their  perseverance  and  re- 
search may  enable  them  to  reach  the  designed  goal. 
As  far  as  the  experience  of  this  country  has  gone, 
it  shows  that  those  ships  which  have  the  greatest 
length  in  proportion  to  their  breadth,  are  the  fastest 
sailers.  In  this  country  ships  are  built  and  launch, 
ed  by  naval  architects,  and  here  their  duty  seems  to 
end;  the  equipment,  the  quantity  and  position  of 
the  ballast,  the  dimensions  of  masts  and  yards,  and 
trim  of  the  ship,  are  determined  by  other  persons. 
The  ship  departs  on  a cruise,  is  found  not  to  answer 
the  expectations  formed  of  her,  and  she  is  pronounc- 
ed a failure.  The  constructor  alone  is  censured, 
and  sometimes  without  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
commander  to  alter  the  trim  of  the  ship  and  test  her 
qualities  under  different  circumstances.  A case  is 
on  record  which  shows  that  shifting  two  guns  from 
the  bow  to  the  stern,  mede  a heavy  sailing  ship  a 
a fast  one.  We  have  cases  in  our  own  navy  of  a 
similar  character.  Witness  the  frigates  United 
States  and  Constitution.  That  errors  may  have 
been  committed  in  the  construction  ofships  of  war 
is  not  denied,  and  on  a subject  so  complex  as  naval 
construction,  where  opposing  qualities  are  to  be 
brought  together,  entire  success  must  not  be  looked 
for;  but  close  observation  on  the  character  of  ships 
ably  drawn  by  their  commanders  will  do  much  to 
improve  the  science.  The  commander  and  archi- 
tect must  have  free  communication  with  each  other, 
and  with  a knowledge  of  a ship’s  character,  and  of 
her  dimensions  and  calculated  elements,  the  size 
and  position  of  her  masts,  the  quantity  and  distribu- 
tion of  her  ballast,  defects  may  be  remedied  in  suc- 
ceeding vessels;  but  improvement  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, if  there  should  be  no  harmony  amongst 
those  who  are  to  associate  for  this  purpose.  Supe- 
riority must  not  be  claimed  unless  justly  awarded  to 
superior  talents  and  attainments. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts 
will  satisfy  the  editor  of  the  Mercantile  Journal, 
that  the  chief  constructor  has  not  deserved  the  cen- 
sure which  has  been  attempted  to  be  cast  on  him 
„ . H.  S.' 

Russian  steam  frigate.  The  frigate  Kamschatka, 
which  was  launched  at  New  York  on  Wednesday’ 
is  thus  described  in  the  Times: 

The  Kamschatka  is,  in  appearance,  about  the 
size  of  the  Great  Western,  though  her  actual  di- 
mensions are  somewhat  larger.  She  is  pierced  for 
16  guns.  At  present  she  does  not  draw  more  than 
about  nine  feet  water,  but  with  her  machinery  and 
armament  on  board  she  will  probably  draw  from  16 
to  17  feet.  Her  masts  and  spars  look  rather  dwar- 
fish, but  this,  perhaps,  arises  trom  her  great  height 
above  the  water;  when  brought  to  her  bearings  by 
the  weight  of  engines,  boilers,  fuel,  guns,  &c.  we 
dare  say  she  will  appear  come  il  faut  in  every  par- 

titular  * ‘ 


curastances? 

Answer.  As  well  as  could  be  desired. 

How  does  she  lay  to  in  a gale,  and  under  what 
sail  does  she  behave  best? 

Answer.  Close  reefed  maintopsail,  reefed  fore- 
sail and  balance  reefed  spanker  or  stern  mixen. 
She  is  very  comfortable,  unless  its  blows  extremely 
heavy,  when  the  main  topsail  alone  I find  to  be  the 
best. 

How  does  she  sail  with  the  wind  on  the  beam? 

Answer.  Her  best  sailing. 

How  does  she  sail  with  the  wind  on  the  quarter? 

Answer.  Very  well. 

How  does  she  sail  with  the  wind  aft? 

Answer.  Her  worst  sailing — rolls  easily  and  is 
easy  on  her  masts. 

How  does  she  stand  under  her  sails? 

Answer.  Very  well. 

At  a subsequent  period  the  following  additional 
testimony  was  received. 

The  Fairfield  arrived  at  Norfolk  having  had  a 
passage  of  65  days  from  Valparaiso.  She  has 
proved  to  my  perfect  conviction  that  she  possesses 
all  the  best  qualities  of  a ship.  She  sails  well  un- 
der any  and  all  circumstances,  and  I think  there 
can  be  no  better  sea  boat. 

Character  of  the  St.  Louis.  The  St.  Louis  is  an 
excellent  ship,  possessing  more  good  qualities  than 
any  ship  I ever  sailed  in.  In  scudding,  laying  to, 
or  sailing  by  and  large,  she  is  the  safest  and  most 
manageable  ship  I have  been  in.  She  sails  9 and  10 
knots  by  and  large  with  great  ease,  and  I have  fre- 
quently made  11  and  11^  knots  for  hours  together 
and  once  11 J for  nearly  the  whole  24  hours. 

The  frigate  Macedonian  has  been  cited  as  being 
too  full  in  the  run,  and  for  not  possessing  the  qua- 
lities which  should  characterise  a ship  of  war.  The 
launching  draft  of  water  of  this  ship  was  aft  17  feet 
2 inches;  forward  11  feet  10  inches;  difference  5 feet 
4 inches.  This  difference  of  draft  of  water  was 
greater  than  that  of  any  ship  in  the  service,  and 
compared  with  the  Brandywine,  Potomac  and  Co- 
lumbia, whose  launching  drafts  are  given  below, 
shows  that  she  has  a finer  run  than  either  of  those 
last  named.  Her  character  will  be  seen  in  the  re- 
ports below.  The  form  of  her  stern  has  been  cen- 
sured on  account  of  its  appearance.  If  those  who 
criticised  this  ship  had  been  aware  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  constructor  to  give  that  form, 
perhaps  their  observations  would  have  been  spared. 
The  objections  to  the  sterns  of  frigates  then  afloat, 
excepting  the  United  States,  (it  is  full  13  years 
since  the  plan  of  the  Macedonian  was  drawn)  and 
to  those  on  the  stocks,  excepting  two,  which  had 
been  altered,  was,  that  the  chase  guns  could  not 
clear  the  stern  when  run  out  for  firing,  and  it  was 
to  remedy  this  defect,  that  the  stern  of  the  Macedo- 
nian was  formed  as  it  is.  It  must  be  borne  in  mfnd 
that  this  ship  was  intended  to  sail  on  an  even  keel, 
or  nearly,  and  to  have  a light  draft  of  water.  These 
two  points  are  not  favorable  to  fast  sailing,  and  in 
addition  to  these  disadvantages,  she  was  filled  in 
from  the  keel  to  the  load  line  to  fit  her  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  of  which  she  was  to  form  a 
part;  and  she  now  presents  a solid  mass  of  timber 
from  her  load  line  downwards,  with  all  the  joints  and 
butts  caulked.  Is  there  a man  who  will  assert  that 
fillings  or  a high  poop  conduce  in  any  degree  to  fast 
sailing?  Will  they  not  rather  say  that  both  are  injuri- 
ous? Notwithstanding  the  outcry  raised  against  this 
ship,  it  will  appear  that  she  sails  and  works  well.  It 
was  no  fault  of  the  constructor  if  she  did  not  perform 
quickly  at  first,  when  in  a trim  different  from  that 
designed  for  her,  and  the  sailing  qualities  of  vessels 
have  been  known  to  depend  on  this  single  point. — 
This  ship  was  constructed  on  the  same  principles 
as  the  Boston,  and  her  qualities  indicate  their  cor- 
rectness. 

Launching  draft  of  water  of  the 
Brandywine,  aft  16  feet  6 inches,  forward  12  feet 
6 inches,  difference  4 feet. 

Potomac,  aft  16  feet  8 inches,  forward  12  feet  6 
inches,  difference  4 feet  2 inches. 

Columbia,  aft  16  feet  6 inches,  forward  12  feet  4 
inches,  difference  4 feet  2 inches. 

Character  of  the  Macedonian,  1S39.  About  the  qua- 
lities of  this  ship  as  a sea  boat,  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  She  is  easy,  dry,  stands  well 
up  under  her  canvass,  and  is,  so  far  as  we  could 
judge,  weatherly.  We  crossed  the  Gulf  stream  with 
a very  strong  wind,  almost  a gale  from  N.  E.  with 
a short  tumbling  sea  on  the  beam  and  quarter,  which 
incommoded  her  as  little  as  I think  it  could  have 
done  any  ship  of  her  size.  The  pilot  who  brought 
us  into  this  bay,  (Pensacola),  expressed  an  opinion 
that  in  working  up  from  the  outer  bar  to  the  navy 
yard,  with  a light  breeze,  she  moved  and  worked 
quicker  than  any  of  the  sloops  on  this  station  would 
have  done  under  the  same  circumstances,  except- 
ing perhaps  the  Levant. 


ticular. 

The  Kamschatka  was  constructed  for  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  by  Mr.  William  H.  Brown,  from  a 
model  furnished  by  two  officers  of  the  Russian  navy, 
and  her  build  promises  great  speed.  Her  bows  and 
stern  are  decorated  each  with  a double  headed  eagle, 
surmounted  by  an  imperial  crown.  The  cabins  are 
spacious  and  convenient.  They  are  to  be  fitted  up, 
we  understand,  in  the  style  of  those  of  our  packet 
ships.  She  is  very  strongly  built,  of  solid  seasoned 
white  and  live  oak.  Her  engines  will  be  about  500 
horse  power.  They  are  being  made  by  Dunham  & 
Browning.  The  following  are  her  dimensions  and 
armament: 
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Dimensions. 

Length  of  deck,  220  feet. 

Length  of  keel,  210  “ 

Breadth,  36  “ 

Full  depth,  24^  “ 

Tonnage,  2,049 

Armament. 

Main  deck,  Twelve  36  pounders. 

„ , , C Two  64 

Spar  deck,  $ Two  96  “ 

The  two  96’s  will  carry  hollow  shot. 

The  Kainschatka  will  take  her  engines  on  board 
at  Jersey  city,  to-morrow. 

No  expense  has  been  spared  in  the  construction 
of  this  superb  ship,  in  her  machinery  and  other  ap- 
pointments, and  we  have  no  doubt  she  will  do  credit 
to  her  architects  and  machinists.  She  looks  like  a 
crack  sea  boat,  and  will  prove  an  ugly  customer  to 
any  thing  that  may  attack  her.  Heaven  keep  us 
out  of  the  range  of  her  “sixty-fours’’  and  “ninety- 
sixes.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Congressional  vote  in  the  Washington  and  Han- 
cock district.  Noyes,  4,686;  Lowell,  4,778;  scatter- 
ing, 167.  Lowell  therefore  falls  76  votes  short  of 
an  election. 

Official  returns  of  votes  for  senators. 

York  county. 


Whigs. 

Van  Buren. 

Gi  and  Isle, 

363 

162 

John  Sanborn 

4,524  *G.  L.  Bennett  5,428 

Franklin, 

2,186 

1,191 

39 

Thomas  Carl 

4,524  *Thomas  C.  Lane  5,424 

Laraoil, 

907 

888 

12 

J.  L.  Lawrence 

3,984  *T.  Goodwin,  2d.  5,429 

Orleans, 

1,294 

745 

17 

J.  S.  Putnam 

129 

Essex, 

448 

303 

J.  A.  Morrill 

41 

— 

Scattering  20. 
Cumberland  county. 
♦Charles  S.  Davies  6,670  Philip  Eastman 


6,460 


♦Elijah  Barrell 
♦Joseph  Eaton 


Nathan  Allen 


♦Elijah  P.  Pike  6,676  Levi  L.  Totraan  6,471 
♦Joseph  Freeman  6,633  Ira  Crocker  6,454 
♦John  Sawyer  6,671  Joseph  Brown  6,472 
Scattering  33. 

Lincoln  county. 

♦Wm.D.  Sewell  6,608  Charles  Holmes  5,286 

♦Thaddeus  Weeks  6,628  Thomas  Simmons  5,288 
♦William  Thomas  6,629  Arnold  Blaney  5,288 
♦James  Sewall  6,622  J.  C.  Whitmore  5,290 
William  Sewall  14 

Scattering  3. 

Kennebec  county. 

♦Richard  H.  Yose  7,372  B.  W.  Varnum  4,408 

7,388  Amos  Nourse  4,410 

7,354  Amasa  Dingley  4,410 

Scattering  12. 

Waldo  county. 

2,555  *John  True  4,657 

Timothy  Thorndike  2,472  *Jonathan  Merrill4,719 
S.  A.  Kingsbury  78 

Scatteiing  18. 

Hancock — Western  district. 

Charles  J.  Abbot  1,505  *Hez.  Williams  1,608 
Stephen  C.  Foster  47 
Scattering  2. 

Hanoock  &f  Washington — Middle  district. 
♦Caleb  B.  Burbank  1,784  Tristram  Redman  1,497 
Scattering  7. 

Washington— Eastern  district. 

Jeremiah  Fowler  1,523  Stephen  C.  Foster  1,511 
Edward  Kent  5 Jeremiah  Curtis  293 

John  Fairfield  14 

Scattering  5. — No  choice. 

Penobscot  county. 

♦Lysander  Cutler  5,092  Samuel  H.  Blake  5,045 
♦Solomon  Parsons  5,094  Mordecai  Mitchell  5,034 
Scattering  74. 

Somerset  county. 

♦Hannibal  Ingalls  4,658  Franklin  Smith 


3,976 


♦Samuel  Shaw 


4,5S1  Joseph  Philbrick  3,978 
Scattering  9. 

Oxford  county. 

Simeon  Barrett  3,189  *Alvin  Bolster  5,066 

Daniel  Tyler  3,090  *David  Hammond  5,099 

Daniel  Norris  95 

Scattering  15. 

The  average  whig  majority  on  senators  is  about 
128. 

Aggregate  vote  for  electors. 


Harrison. 
Isaac  Ilsley 
Isaac  Hodsdon 
Charles  Trafton 
Samuel  Small 


Van  Buren. 


46,612  J.  P.  Rogers 
46,611  Job  Prince 


46,153 

46,186 


46,603  Solomon  Strout  46,188 


46,604  Otis  C.  Gross  46,188 

R.  K.  Goodenow  46,611  Joseph  Berry  46,190 
Thos.  Fillebrown  46,610  C.  Holland  46.189 
Edward  Robinson  46,612  Edward  Fuller  46,190 
Benj.  P.  Gilman  46,611  Ezekiel  Chase  46,190 
Joseph  Huse  46,609  Thomas  Bartlett  46,188 
Thomas  Robinson  46,610  Jacob  Somes  46,190 


♦Declared  elected  by  the  governor  and  council. 


Bath  has  felt  the  influence  of  the  activity  in  the 
ship  building,  which  has  resulted  from  our  heavy 
crops  seeking  foreign  markets  this  year,  more 
houses  were  built  the  last  year  and  are  now  in  pro- 
cess of  erection,  than  in  any  other  town  in  the 
state.  Fifty  ships,  owned  in  Bath,  averaging  over 
400  tons  each,  it  is  reported,  have  cleared  over 
$400,000  the  last  year.  One  firm  cleared  $100,000. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  first  election  under  gen.  Harrison’s  adminis- 
tration, for  state  officers  and  members  of  congress, 
will  take  place  in  New  Hampshire,  in  March  next. 

Newspapers.  The  whole  number  of  newspapers 
established  in  New  Hampshire  since  1756,  when 
the  New  Hampshire  Gazette  was  established,  is 
152,  of  which  34  only  have  survived  to  this  time. 
The  average  existence  of  those  that  have  been  dis- 
continued is  3£  years. 

VERMONT. 

Election  return — Official. 

Harrison.  Van  Buren.  Birney. 
Bennington,  1,796  1,423  30 

Windham,  3,472  1,715  18 

Rutland,  4,114  1,551  10 

Windsor,  5,817  1,821  12 

Addington,  2,806  916  26 

Orange,  2,874  2,216  72 

Crittenden,  2,286  1,381  18 

Washington,  2,057  1,984  65 

Caledonia,  2,025  1,713 


32,445 

18,009 


18,009 


319 


Harrison’s  majority,  14,436 

The  whole  abolition  vote  in  the  state  is  319. 

The  legislature.  On  the  13th  ult.  the  following 
appointments  were  made  in  joint  ballot — Charles 
K.  Williams,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  Stephen  Royce,  Jacob  Collamar  and  Isaac  F. 
Redfield,  assistant  justices;  William  Weston,  of 
Burlington,  reporter  of  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court.  On  the  15th,  Robert  Pierpont  was  appoint- 
ed bank  commissioner.  The  appointment  of  a 
fourth  justice  of  the  supreme  court  was  postponed 
until  the  20th. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Election  return — Official. 

Highest 


Counties. 


Harrison. 


Highest 
Van  Buren. 


Ballots  for 
all  others. 


Suffolk, 

7,557 

4,339 

115 

Essex, 

10,056 

6,513 

216 

Middlesex, 

9,716 

8,626 

302 

Worcester, 

11.537 

6,764 

183 

Hampshire, 

4,083 

1,625 

153 

Hampden, 

3,441 

3,312 

117 

Franklin, 

3,461 

2,137 

57 

Berkshire, 

3,931 

3,780 

66 

Norfolk, 

5,404 

4,238 

98 

Bristol, 

4,855 

4,904 

117 

Plymouth, 

5,065 

3,538 

114 

Barnstable, 

2,751 

1,554 

68 

Dukes, 

346 

294 

11 

Nantucket, 

671 

820 

1 

72,874 

51,944 

1,618 

The  whole 

number  of 

votes  thrown 

in  the 

was  126,844,  being  24,838  more  than  last  year’s 
vote.  Nearly  all  the  increase  is  in  favor  of  the  Har- 
rison ticket.  Fan  Buren  having  only  received  1,437 
more  \otes  than  were  last  year  given  to, Morton. — 
The  whole  number  of  scattering  votes  is  1,621. 
Aggregate  vote  for  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident— Official. 

Whole  number  ol  votes  126,844. 
choice  63,423. 

Harrison  ticket. 

a t ( Isaac  C.  Bates  has 

At  large,  < r,  , 0 

° £ Peleg  Spreague 

Dist.  No.  1,  Richard  Haughton 

2,  Stephen  C.  Phillips 

3,  Rufus  Longley 

4,  Sidney  Willard 

5,  Ira  M.  Barton 

6,  George  Grennell,  jr. 

7,  Thaddeus  Pomeroy 

8,  Samuel  Mixter 

9,  Thomas  French 

10,  Wilkes  Wood 

11,  Joseph  Tripp 

12,  John  B.  Thomas 
Van  Buren  ticket. 

( William  P.  Warker  has  52,132 
( Ebenezer  Fisher  52,125 

Caleb  Eddy  52,371 


Necessary  to  a 


72,677 

72,626 

72,884 

72,873 

72,913 

72,913 

72,852 

72,912 

72,912 

72,911 

72.911 
72,901 
72,909 

72.912 


At  large, 
Dist.  No. 


1, 

2,  Robert  Upton 


52,369 


Dist 


No.  3,  Nathaniel  Stevens  52.368 

4,  Timothy  Thompson  52,368 

5,  Samuel  D.  Spurr  52,432 

6,  Caleb  Hubbard  52,295 

7,  John  Leland  52,374 

8,  James  Fowler  52,374 

9,  Artemas  Brown  52,196 

10,  Nathan  C.  Brownell  52,308 

11,  Thomas  Mandell  52,047 

12,  Jesse  Pierce  52,370 

Congressional  vote — Official 


Dists.  Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Scat. 

1st,  Winthrop 

7,286 

Sumner 

4,232 

52 

2d,  Saltonstall 

6,153 

Rantoul 

4,276 

105 

3d,  Cushing 

6,529 

Osgood 

4,047 

137 

4th,  Brooks 

5,912 

Parmenter 

6,156 

181 

5th, Lincoln 

6,871 

Davis 

4,015 

141 

6th,  Baker 

6,167 

Dickerson 

3,537 

384 

7th,  Brigg3 

5,457 

Bishop 

4,561 

70 

8th,  Calhoun 

5,701 

Chapin, 

4,305 

1S6 

9th,  Hastings 

5,896 

Everett 

4,197 

120 

10th,  Borden 

4,991 

Williams 

5,006 

70 

1 1th,  Burnell 

5,120 

Crocker 

3,378 

107 

12th,  Adams 

5,948 

Jackson 

4,045 

89 

Total, 

71,241 

52,652 

1,642 

52,652 


Whig  plurality,  18,579 

Schools.  Once  a year,  returns  are  made  to  the 
proper  officer  of  the  public  schools  in  the  state  of 
Massachuseits.  These  are  published,  and  this  year 
compose  a volume  of  five  hundred  pages,  full  of 
most  interesting  facts.  The  subjoined  is  an  ab- 
stract: [ U . S.  Gazette. 

Aggregate. 

Number  of  towms  which  have  made  re- 
turns, 301 

Population,  (May  1,  1837)  696,197 

Valuation,  (1830)  $207,204,358  25 

Number  of  public  schools,  3,072 

Number  of  scholars  of  all  ages  in  all 

the  schools — In  summer,  124,354 

In  winter,  149,222 

Average  attendance  in  the  schools — 

In  summer,  92,698 

In  winter,  111,844 

Number  of  persons  between  four  and 
sixteen  years  of  age,  179,268 

Number  of  persons  under  four  years  of 

age,  who  attend  school,  7,844 

Number  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  who 

attend  school,  11,834 

Average  length  of  the  schools  in  months 

and  days,  7 10 

Number  of  teachers,  including  summer 

and  winter  terms — males,  2,378 

females,  3,928 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  includ- 
ing board — To  males,  $33  08 

To  females,  $12  75 

Average  value  of  board  per  month — 

Of  males,  $8  92 

Of  females,  $5  85 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of 

board — Of  males,  $24  14 

Of  females,  $6  89 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for 
the  suppoi  t of  schools,  including  only 
the  wages  of  teachers’  board  & fuel,  $477,221  24 
Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed 

for  public  schools,  $37,269  74 

Number  of  incorporated  academies,  78 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,  755$ 

Average  number  of  scholars,  3.701 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $57,458  59 

Number  ol  unincorporated  academies, 
private  schools,  and  schools  kept  to 
prolong  common  schools,  1,308 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,  8,324 

Average  number  of  scholars,  28,635 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $241,114  20 

Amount  of  local  funds,  $321,079  65 

Income  from  same,  $15,270  80 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Election  return — official.  The  following  is  the 
official  vote  at  the  late  election,  taken  from  the  office 


of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

Scattering. 

Newport, 

427 

133 

21 

Providence, 

1,139 

280 

Portsmouth, 

118 

50 

8 

Warwick, 

281 

113 

Westerly, 

108 

64 

1 

New  Shoreham, 
North  Kingston, 

95 

149 

No  returns. 

South  Kingston, 

260 

134 

East  Greenwich, 

114 

42 

Jamestown, 

23 

14 

Smithfield, 

322 

256 

Scituate, 

121 

247 

219 
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Mr.  King  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
senate,  having  represented  Alabama  in  that  body 
ever  since  it  became  a state.  He  was  chosen  vice 
president  pro.  tern.  at  the  close  of  the  last  session 
when  col.  Johnson  left  the  chair. 

State  debt.  The  amount  is  $10,860,000,  and  is 
invested  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  banks. 

We  learn  from  the  Wetumpka  Argus  of  the  25th 
ult.  on  the  authority  of  a gentleman  direct  from 
T uscaloosa,  that  the  official  majority  in  Alabama 
is  5,547. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  limes.  We  have  been  recently  conversing 
with  a friend  from  Mississippi,  who  represents 
matters  there  as,  in  most  respects,  not  at  all  im- 
proving. There  is  a good  deal  of  emigration  from 
the  state,  of  sundry  kinds,  in  different  directions; 
but  principally  to  Texas.  There  are  but  few  new 
comers. 

Lands,  when  sold  at  all,  go  for  a mere  song,  in 
comparison  with  the  rates  common  two  or  three 
years  ago.  Plantations,  which  would  then  have 
commanded  forty  or  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  can  now 
be  had  for  five  and  ten  dollars;  and  in  some  cases, 
even  below  the  least  of  these  figures. 

A vast  quantity  is  bound  by  judgments  of  court; 
but  little  yet  is  sold  under  the  hammer,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  appraisement  law,  which  operates  as 
a stay  of  execution.  By  this  law,  lands  are  to  be 
appraised;  and  if,  when  offered  by  the  sheriff,  they 
fail  to  bring  two-thirds  of  their  valuation,  the  debt- 
or holds  on  twelve  months  longer,  when  the  lands 
are  to  be  sold,  unconditionally.  In  some  of  the 
counties,  the  sheriffs  disregard  this  law;  but  gene- 
rally the  state  courts  and  authorities  are  governed 
by  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  in  some  cases  not 
many  months  hence,  a vast  deal  of  land  will  be 
brought  into  market  and  sold  at  an  enormous  sacri- 
fice. 

The  depreciation  in  the  price  of  lands,  of  course 
affects  every  thing  else  in  a greater  or  less  degree. 
Negroes  have  fallen  one-half.  Corn,  of  which 
large  quantities  have  been  raised  this  year,  is  about 
forty  and  fifty  cents  a bushel.  Hogs  are  being 
raised  in  great  abundance,  for  the  farmer  has  disco- 
vered that,  with  cotton  at  seven  cents  a pound,  he 
must  raise  his  own  “hog  and  homony”  and  not  be 
dependent  upon  the  upper  country  for  it. 

The  banks  are  in  the  worst  odour  possible.  The 
feeling  is  one  of  deadly  hostility;  and  every  plea 
putin  by  the  debtorof  any  bank,  against  the  suit 
of  the  bank,  is  favored  both  by  court  and  jury. 
The  Brandon  bank  is,  it  is  known,  shut  up.  The 
directors  say  that  they  can  pay  what  they  owe 
others,  if  the  public  at  large,  who  are  in  debt,  will 
pay  them.  Shelton,  the  president  of  the  bank,  of 
whose  flight,  so  many  stories  are  told  in  the  newspa- 
pers, is  still  in  Brandon,  from  which  place  he  has  not 
been  absent,  a distance  of  twenty  miles,  for  a year 
past. 

As  one  good  effect  of  hard  times  in  Mississippi, 
he  mentions  the  flight  from  the  state  of  a goodly 
portion  of  the  rowdies  and  ruffians  who  infested  it. 
Connected  with  this  course,  may  be  the  successful 
operation  of  the  fifteen  gallon  law.  Our  informant 
states  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  coffee 
houses,  in  the  several  towns  and  villages,  is  really 
astonishing.  And  the  law  is  very  generally  carried 
into  effect. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mississippi  seems  to  be  under 
the  salutary  operation  of  sundry  depleting  medi- 
cines, that  are  cooling  and  purilying  her  system. — 
The  temptations  for  investment  in  the  state  will 
soon  attract  new  comers;  and  cash  being  paid  up, 
men  will  feel  settled  and  certain  in  their  business 
operations  as  planters.  The  experience  of  the  past 
will  serve  as  a good  lesson  for  some  five  or  ten 
years  at  least;  and  if  cotton  keeps  down  at  a “fair 
living  price,”  the  spirit  of  speculation  will  not  be 
excited.  Under  these  circumstances,  Mississippi 
W'ill  start  afresh;  and  with  her  vast  natural  resources 
and  her  enterprising  population,  will  surmount  pre- 
sent obstacles;  and  “go  ahead,”  with  more  alacrity 
and  vigor  than  ever.  [St.  Louis  Gazette. 

LOUISIANA. 

Banks.  There  are  sixteen  banks  and  banking 
companies  in  Louisiana,  according  to  their  last  re- 
ports. Their  nominal  capital  is  $54,950,000.  Their 
capital  paid  up  is  $41,763,214.  In  real  estate  and 
other  investments,  $8,935,558.  Their  circulation 
on  the  31st  of  Oct.  was  $5,260,143.  The  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults  on  that  day  was  $3,388,298. 
The  “capital  gained  and  profits  undivided”  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  state  is  $6,802,506. 

The  rev.  H.  B-  Bascom , D.  D.  professor  of  moral 
science  and  belles  lettres,  in  the  Augusta  college 
of  Itentuckj',  has  been  unanimously  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  college  of  Louisiana,  at  Jackson. 

The  late  postmaster  of  New  Orleans  has,  accord- 
ing to  the  reports  of  the  papers  of  that  city  started 


for  Texas,  both  a defaulter  to  government  and  an 
absconding  debtor  to  individuals.  He  had  carried 
off  considerable  property  with  him,  and  his  credi- 
tors have  started  in  pursuit,  with  hopes  of  over- 
taking him.  His  name  is  McQueen. 

The  Bulletin  says:  “We  learn  that  the  govern- 
ment is  not  the  only  sufferer  from  the  Swartwout- 
ing  of  the  late  postmaster  of  this  city.  Private  in- 
dividuals are  taken  in  for  large  amounts.  Several 
creditors  of  the  absconding  defaulter  have  started 
in  hot  pursuit,  and  some  hopes  are  entertained  of 
overtaking  him  before  passing  the  confines  of 
Texas.” 

ARKANSAS. 

The  official  returns  for  the  election  of  governor 
show  that,  of  10,953  votes  cast,  Archibald  Yell 
received  10,554;  H.  Smithson  392,  and  Seims  7. 
Judge  Cross,  (administration)  was  elected  to  con- 
gress by  a majority  of  2,500. 

The  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Texas,  when  established,  it  is  said  will  leave  Mil- 
ler county,  Arkansas,  wholly  within  the  limits  of 
Texas. 

The  Arkansas  annual  conference  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  commenced  its  fifth  session 
in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  on  the^lth  inst.  bishop 
Beverly  Waugh  of  Baltimore,  presiding,  about  thir- 
ty ministers  were  present  and  several  others  were 
expected. 

KENTUCKY. 

Congressional  election,.  John  H.  Thompson  (whig) 
has  been  elected  in  the  Harrodsburg  district  to  fill 
the  vacancy  in  the  present  congress,  occasioned  by 
the  lamented  decease  of  Mr.  Anderson. 

Bank  of  Kentucky.  We  have  before  us  a circular, 
dated  25th  October,  from  the  officers  and  directors 
of  this  bank,  giving  a statement  of  its  actual  condi- 
tion, and  explanations  concerning  the  forged  certifi- 
cates of  stock  issued  by  Levis,  the  cashier  of  the 
Schuylkill  bank  in  Philadelphia. 

It  results  from  investigation,  that  near  13,000 
shares  of  this  spurious  stock  had  been  issued — of 
which  447  have  been  surrendered  since,  by  the  party 
w’ith  whom  they  U'ere  placed.  A process  for  tracing 
and  discriminating  between  the  forged  and  fair  stock, 
is  now  in  progress,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  com- 
pletely succeed. 

Meantime,  the  opinion  is  unhesitatingly  express- 
ed, that  “the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  spu- 
rious stock  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  $900,000,  were  appropriated  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Schuylkill  bank!”  It  is  added, 
that  the  Schuylkill  bank  lias  ample  means  to  refund 
this  money — and  to  it  the  holders  of  the  spurious 
stock  must  look.  The  state  of  the  bank  may  be  thus 
summed  up:; 

Resources. 

Notes  discounted  and  bills  of  exchange,  $4,702,737 
Bonds  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  and  the 


city  of  Louisville,  1,630,000 

Due  by  other  banks,  333,324 

Specie,  503  351 

Notes  of  other  banks,  342,829 846, ISO 

Suspended  debt  in  suit,  253,000 

Sundries,  347,949 

$8,113,190 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock,  (1,700,000  owned  by  state)  4.699,057 

Notes  in  circulation,  2,089,643 

Deposites,  383,090 

Surplus,  consisting  profit  & loss, 

1st  July,  308,182 

Discount  and  premium  on 

exchange  since,  99,385 

Contingent  fund,  &c.  110,000 517,567 

Sundries,  423,833 


Amount  of  property  cleared  and  arrived  at  the  port 
of  Cleveland,  for  four  months  of  this  year  and  last. 

Arrived.  Cleared. 

June,  lbs.  39,827,263  31,267,S18  2,831,259  8,614,606 

July,  “ 28,670,682  11,483,336  3,331,660  6,742  415 

August,  “ 34,975  294  8,556  011  8,022,081  7,980,786 

Sept.  “ 42,246,655  29,942,626  9.330,973  9,068,891 

“The  arrivals  at  Cleveland  indicate  the  exports  of 
Ohio,  and  the  clearances  the  imports.  The  former, 
it  will  be  seen,  have  more  than  doubled  in  each 
month,  and  exceed  ail  former  precedent.  This 
amount  of  produce  has  been  raised  and  brought  to 
market  in  the  face  of  the  severe  contractions  of  the 
banks.  Prices  have,  indeed,  been  low,  but  the  sales 
have  been  clear  of  speculation,  and  have,  as  is  evident 
in  the  gradual  fall  of  the  price  of  specie,  as  seen  in  the 
above  table,  brought  the  state  out  of  debt,  notwith- 
standing that  during  the  last  month  the  imports  have 
increased.  In  the  month  of  June,  the  amount  clear- 
ed at  Cleveland  was  little  more  titan  one-fourth  the 
amount  cleared  in  the  same  month  last  year.  Busi- 
ness has,  however,  been  gradually  accommodating 
itself  to  the  contracted  state  of  the  currency,  and  the 
imports  have  increased,  until  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember they  exceeded  those  of  last  year.  If  the  ex- 
ports have  been  made  at  low  prices,  the  imports  iiave 
been  made  at  corresponding  rates.  The  value  of  the 
produce  of  Ohio  has  held  the  same  proportion  to  the 
merchandise  purchased;  the  substantial  farmers  have 
enjoyed  their  usual  luxuries,  and  have  had  a surplus 
to  pay  their  debts  to  the  storekeepers  and  merchants, 
who,  in  their  turns,  have  been  able  to  settle  their 
bank  debts  at  home  and  abroad.” 

Banks.  From  the  same  source  we  copy  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  condition  of  all  the  bauks 
in  Ohio,  with  two  or  three  exceptions: 

Liabilities. 


Capital, 

Due  to  banks. 

Circulation, 

Deposites, 

Other  liabilities. 


$9,191,203  53 
451,897  21 
3.697,089  17 
1,990,743  58 
1,094,480  09 


Assets. 

Notes  and  bills  discounted, 
Due  from  banks, 

Bank  notes  on  hand. 

Specie, 

Other  liabilities, 


$16,426,422  68 

$10,S32,317  22 
680,761  73 
888,520  03 
1,229,226  70 
2,795,094  00 


$16,426,422  68 

In  consequence  of  no  return  from  the  Clinton 
bank  of  Columbus,  the  Commercial  bank  of  Cincin- 
nati, tiie  Bank  of  Sandusky,  and  the  eiror  of  $1,000 
in  the  apparent  surplus  in  the  return  of  the  Farmers’ 
and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Steubenville,  we  can  make 
no  comparison  with  the  last  returns.  By  the  above 
statement,  the  immediate  liabilities  appear  to  be 
6,200,000  dollars  against  the  immediate  means  of 
$2,800,000,  or  less  than  tw'o  and  a hall  per  cent. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket  is  elected;  by 
what  majority  it  is  impossible  from  the  contradicto- 
ry accounts  to  make  out — they  vary  from  528  to 
1,900.  We  wait  for  the  official  statement. 

The  legislature.  Governor  Carlin  has  published  a 
proclamation,  convening  the  legislature  of  Illinois 
on  the  23d  of  November  ultimo,  “to  receive,  and 
consider  of,  any  communication  that  may  be  made 
to  them,”  touching  the  interests  of  the  state. 

The  State  bank  of  Illinois.  The  Sangamo  Jour- 
nal says:  “Col.  Mather  has  returned  from  New  York, 
and  we  believe  it  is  now  understood  that  the  State 
bank  is  ready  to  resume  specie  payments.  It  is  also 
understood  that  the  Bank  of  Illinois  and  the  Cairo 
bank  are  ready  to  resume.  They  will  wait,  we  pre- 
sume, the  action  of  banks  in  other  states.” 


8,113,190 

OHIO. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  fluctuation  in  the 
currency  in  this  state  lor  the  past  year: 

Fluctuation  in  the  Ohio  currency. 

Currency.  Prem.  on  specie. 

June  1,  1839,  9,168,903 

Sept.  30,  1839,  8.107.692  decrease,  1,059,300  prem. 

Jan.  1,  1840,  6 624.987  “ 1,482.515  6|a7 

April  1,  1840,  5,956,398  “ 688,597  7ia8 

May  1,  1840,  6,391,205  increase,  431,808  6a6* 

July  1,  1840,  6 362,770  decrease,  28,436  4u4.i 

Oct.  1,  1840,  6,686.756  increase,  318,986  3|a4 

Notwithstanding  the  steady  reduction  in  currency 
and  bank  accommodations  evinced  in  this  table,  the 
amount  of  business  done  in  the  state  has  been  large, 
and  during  the  last  few  months  constantly  increasing. 

The  following  in  relation  to  the  trade  of  Ohio  is 
from  the  New  York  Herald: 

“A  table  of  arrivals  of  produce  at  the  port  of 
Cleveland  from  the  interior,  and  the  clearances  of 
goods  for  the  interior,  in  four  months  up  to  the  1st 
instant  of  this  year,  as  compared  with  last: 


Morgan  county — census. 


Free  white  males, 

9.915 

Free  white  females, 

9,171 

Colored  males, 

28 

Colored  females. 

40 

68 

Total, 

19,154 

The  prairies.  The  Morning  Courier,  a new  daily 
paper  recently  established  al  Springfield,  Illinois, 
has  an  interesting  paragraph  respecting  the  tide  of 
emigration  through  that  state  to  the  still  farther  west. 
It  says: 

According  to  our  own  observation,  (for  we  have 
travelled  much  during  the  past  season),  the  tide  is 
setting  on  the  various  lines  of  travel  towards  the 
“land  of  promise.”  The  prairies  Iiave,  the  whole 
season,  been  literally  blocked  up  with  “movers’ wa- 
gons,” and  from  the  representations,  people  enough 
have  exchanged  homes  from  (lie  east  to  the  west  in 
1840,  to  add  another  state  to  the  national  constella- 
tion, had  they  all  located  in  a single  territory.  Mis- 
souri, Iowa,  Illinois  and  Wiskonsin,  have  received  a 
j large  portion  of  the  “new  comers.”  Ohio,  but  a few 
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years  since  the  west,  is  now  the  starting  point  for  the 
far  west.  The  upper  Mississippi  is  no  longer  the 
utmost  verge  of  that  undefined  and  interminable  ter- 
ritory—residents  beyond  talk  of  a still  farther  west , 
and  but  a few  years  ere  {he  swelling  wave  will  break 
over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the  quiet  vales  of 
the  Columbia  will  teem  with  a people  whose  proge- 
nitors dwelt  in  rugged  New  England,  and  looked 
upon  the  Alleghanies  as  the  impassable  boundary  ol 
the  western  world. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  following  table  shows  the  aggregate  vote  in 
the  state  in  1839,  and  1840,  as  far  as  received: 


, 1839. , , — 1840. — , 

Woodbrigde,  W.  Farnsworth,  V.  £.  JV.  V.  B. 


Allegan, 

217 

189 

88* 

Branch, 

382 

475 

50 

Berrien, 

462 

389 

2 

Barry, 

113 

87 

26 

Chippewa, 

22 

42 

*20 

Calhoun, 

1,064 

1,052 

3 

Cass, 

503 

467 

143 

Clinton, 

119 

139 

50 

Eaton, 

217 

153 

90 

Genesee, 

392 

328 

126 

Hillsdale, 

667 

535 

138 

Ionia, 

194 

218 

10 

Ingham, 

194 

190 

50 

Jackson, 

1,331 

969 

388 

Kent, 

228 

288 

10 

Kalamazoo, 

879 

655 

200 

Livingston, 

578 

633 

123 

Lapeer, 

396 

332 

80 

Lenawee, 

1,640 

1,694 

283 

Mackinac, 

41 

52 

2 

Macomb, 

807 

786 

150 

Monroe, 

755 

933 

100 

Oakland, 

1,965 

1,816 

19 

Ottawa, 

24 

53 

*26 

Shiawassee, 

198 

129 

133 

St.  Joseph, 

581 

70S 

40 

St.  Clair, 

4S2 

345 

80 

Saginaw, 

60 

83 

8 

Van  Buren, 

153 

167 

50 

Washtenaw, 

2,352 

1,836 

500 

Wayne, 

1,998 

2,021 

31 

19,008 

17,710 

2,461 

558 

558 

Whig  majority,  1,903 

The  above  are  all  the  counties  in  the  state.  Only 
two  of  them  are  estimated,  but  it  is  probable  some 
of  the  others  are  not  exact.  They  are  near  enough, 
however,  for  all  practical  purposes. 

The  election  of  26  whigs  and  11  V.  B.  men  to 
the  assembly  is  ascertained.  It  is  stated,  also,  that 
there  will  be  a whig  majority  in  the  senate. 

MISSOURI. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  16th  Nov.  Colonel 
Sterling  Price  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house. 
The  votes  for  officers  stood  52  Van  Buren  to  38 
whig.  In  senate,  Mr.  Watson  (V.  B.)  was  elected 
secretary,  vote  17  to  15  whig.  Colonel  Benton 
was  present  at  the  organization. 

The  first  Episcopal  convention  for  the  state  of 
Missouri  was  duly  organized,  and  began  its  sitting 
in  St.  Louis  on  the  17th  ult.  bishop  Kemper,  presid- 
ing, rev.  F.  F.  Peake,  secretary. 

Rev.  P.  R.  Minard  delivered  the  sermon  at  the 
opening  of  the  convention,  from  the  text:  “Obey 
them  that  have  the  rule  over  you.” 

The  great  Mullanphy  estate.  The  last  St.  Louis 
Argus  says: — Yesterday  the  court  of  chancery  de- 
cided that  the  trusts  set  forth  in  the  will  of  the  late 
John  Mullanphy,  esq.  are  null  and  void. 

This  decision,  if  sustained  by  the  supreme  court, 
will  effect  more  property  than  any  other  ever  ren- 
dered by  a judge  in  the  western  country. 

The  opinion  of  judge  Lawless  is  represented  to  us 
as  one  displaying  extraordinary  learning  and  most 
profound  research. 

The  value  of  the  vast  estate  of  Mullanphy  is  es- 
timated at  several  millions  of  dollars.  As  so  much 
property  is  involved,  and  the  principles  of  law  go- 
verning the  case  novel,  we  have  no  doubt  the  chan- 
cellor’s decree  will  be  published. 

Census  of  Clay  county.  White  males  3,383;  white 
females  2,991;  slaves,  male  and  female  1,877;  free 
blacks  32 — total  8,282. 

Number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture  2,900; 
in  commerce  57;  manufactures  and  trades  192;  na- 
vigation 1;  learned  professions,  &c.  23;  deaf  and 
dumb  (over  25  years  of  age)  2;  blind  1;  insane  and 
idiots  (at  private  charge)  7;  academy  1;  number  of 
scholars  in  the  same  58;  primary  and  common 
schools  11;  scholars  in  the  same  338;  scholars  at 
public  charge  19;  number  of  persons  above  the  age 
of  20  years  who  cannot  read  and  write  352. 

‘Estimated. 


Pensioners.  There  are  six  pensioners  for  revolu- 


tionary and  military  services: 

Names.  Ages.  I Names.  Ages. 

James  Sewell,  81  | Richard  Simms,  86 

James  Cowly,  sen.  74  I John  Majors,  81 

John  Evans*  64  | James  Willis,  78 


Census  of  Cape  Girardeau  county.  White  males 
4,154;  white  females  3,904;  slaves,  male  and  female 
1,238.  Total  population  9,296. 

Horses  and  mules  5,835;  sheep  10,203;  neat  cat- 
tle 12,857;  swine  38,528.  Amount  of  grain  pro- 
duced in  1839:  Wheat  41,235  bushels;  oats  111,383 
bushels;  potatoes  24.577  bushels;  tobacco  229,191 
pounds;  rye  822  bushels;  corn  461,635  bushels;  wool 
15,82  L pounds;  value  of  poultry  of  all  kinds  $13,428; 
value  of  home  made  goods  $49,487;  total  capital  in- 
vested in  manufactures  $81,210;  invested  in  dry 
goods,  groceries  and  other  stores  $80,000. 

IOWA. 

Governor’s  message. 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  and  house  of  representa- 
tives: 1 conceive  it  to  be  my  first  duty,  on  our  pre- 
sent meeting,  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  provi- 
dential favors  which  our  common  country  has  ex- 
perienced in  the  degree  of  health  dispensed  towards 
its  citizens,  and  the  unusual  abundance  with  which 
the  soil  has  rewarded  the  labor  bestowed  upon  it. 
The  unparalleled  improvements  in  our  territory 
present  an  unerring  index  to  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  which  should  excite  with- 
in our  breasts  feelings  of  the  most  profound  grati- 
tude towards  the  author  of  those  favors  and  the 
gracious  dispenser  of  all  good. 

Boundary  line.  The  excitement  produced  by 
the  intrusions  upon  the  lights  of  the  citizens  of 
Iowa,  by  the  authorities  of  Missouri,  near  the 
boundary  line,  has  subsided.  The  prosecution 
commenced  under  the  laws  of  the  territory  against 
a sheriff  of  Missouri,  has  been  dismissed,  and  no 
farther  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  authorities 
of  that  state  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  north  of 
Sullivan’s  line.  The  committee  ofcongress,  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  at  the  last  session,  after 
an  elaborate  examination  of  the  subject,  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  legitimate  boundary  line,  as  defin- 
ed in  the  original  act  ofcongress  and  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  state  of  Missouri,  would  begin  at  the 
centre  of  the  Des  Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  run  from  thence  on  a parallel  of  latitude 
due  west,  which  would  be  several  miles  south  of 
the  line  contended  for  by  the  authorities  of  this  ter- 
ritory. The  committee,  at  the  same  time  this  opi- 
nion was  expressed,  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  line  commonly  known  as  the  old  Indian  boun- 
dary, or  Sullivan’s  line;  and  reported  to  the  house 
of  representatives  in  congress  a bill  to  establish 
that  as  the  permanent  boundary  line  between  the 
state  of  Missouri  and  the  territory  of  Iowa.  This 
report  appeared  to  be  founded  in  equity.  This  line 
had  been  generally  conceded  as  the  boundary  be- 
tween Missouri  and  this  territory.  It  had  divided 
the  surveyors  general  districts  and  the  land  districts 
of  the  U.  States  lands.  The  citizens  who  purchas- 
ed land  south  of  this  line  did  so  with  the  impres- 
sion that  they  were  purchasing  in  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri, and  those  who  purchased  north  of  it,  with  the 
belief  that  they  were  purchasing  in  the  territory  of 
Iowa.  The  purchasers  of  these  lands  were  govern- 
ed in  their  purchases  by  their  locations.  Some 
preferred  being  in  Missouri  and  others  in  the  terri- 
tory. Were  this  line  now  altered,  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  great  inconvenience  to  many  citizens 
on  both  sides  of  it.  We  therefore  trust  that  the 
bill,  as  reported,  will  be  passed  by  congress  at  the 
ensuing  session,  and  that  the  line  thus  designated 
may  be  finally  established  as  the  boundary  between 
the  state  of  Missouri  and  this  territory.  Though  a 
strictly  legal  line  might  embrace  within  this  terri- 
tory a small  portion  of  the  inhabitants  south  of  this 
line,  yet  we  have  never  had  a desire  to  embrace 
within  the  limits  of  this  territory  any  tract  of  conn 
try  that  had  been  purchased  by  individuals  at  the 
land  office  in  Missouri  and  settled  upon  by  them  as 
being  within  that  state — and  I trust  that  the  same 
liberal  feelings  will  be  reciprocated  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Missouri  towards  our  citizens. 

Indian  affairs.  At  the  special  session  of  the  le- 
gislative assembly,  a memorial  was  passed,  memo- 
rializing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  annuities  due  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  to  be 
paid  to  the  heads  of  families,  or  to  such  persons  as 
a majority  of  the  nation  might  request.  The  me- 
morial was  immediately  transmitted  to  Washington, 
but  previous  to  its  arrival  an  order  had  issued  from 
the  Indian  department,  dated  ISth  of  August,  1840, 
directing  the  annuity  for  the  present  year  to  be  paid 
to  the  chiefs  as  heretofore.  On  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember the  Indians  were  assembled  at  the  agency 
for  payment.  They  arrayed  themselves  into  two 
parties.  One  party  wanted  the  money  distributed 
on  principles  of  justice  and  equity  among  the  dif- 


ferent bands  and  to  the  heads  of  families.  The 
other  party  contended  for  its  payment  to  a few  of 
the  chiefs,  to  be  distributed  by  them  alone.  I was 
present  on  the  occasion,  and  addressed  both  parties. 
I advised  them  to  compromise  the  difference  among 
themselves — read  and  explained  to  them  the  trea- 
ties, as  well  as  the  intercourse  law  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment. I also  explained  to  them  the  order  of  the 
Indian  department  of  the  18th  of  August,  and  in- 
formed them  that,  according  to  my  understanding 
of  the  order,  the  money  must  be  paid  to  the  same 
chiefs  and  braves  that  received  it  last  year.  I had 
the  names  of  the  chiefs  and  braves  read  to  them, 
and  advised  them  to  meet  in  friendly  council  by 
themselves  without  the  interference  of  any  white 
men,  and  to  decide  among  themselves  as  to  the  re- 
ceipt and  distribution  of  the  money — and  told  them 
that  when  they  had  agreed  among  themselves  the 
money  would  be  paid  them.  The  council  adjourn- 
ed in  the  evening,  and  the  chiefs  and  braves  who 
received  the  money  last  year  were  expected  to  have 
met  in  friendly  council  next  morning  to  arrange 
their  difficulties  and  receive  their  money.  But 
some  arrangements  appear  to  have  been  made  at 
the  agency  during  the  night,  unknown  to  me,  that 
frustrated  the  council  to  be  held  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th,  and  Keokuck  through  the  agent,  had  ad- 
vised maj.  Pilcher  to  leave  the  Indian  country  with 
the  money,  which  he  did  that  morning.  This  re- 
moval of  the  money  from  the  Indian  country  caus- 
ed great  excitement  and  dissatisfaction  among  the 
Indians.  When  maj.  Pilcher  left  the  agency  he  in- 
formed me  that  the  funds  being  in  paper,  could  be 
changed  for  specie,  and  might  be  returned  for  pay- 
ment in  about  three  weeks  thereafter.  I informed 
the  Indians  of  what  maj.  Pilcher  had  told  me,  which 
appeared  for  the  time  present  to  reconcile  them. 
But  I have  learnt,  since  my  return  from  the  Indian 
country,  that  some  mischievous  individuals  har  e 
been  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians  the 
belief  that  the  annuity  will  not  be  paid  until  spiing. 
This  was  calculated  to  dissatisfy  them  with  the  go- 
vernment, lead  to  difficulties  among  themselves, 
and  endanger  the  peace  of  our  borders.  I there- 
fore, with  a view  to  check  these  evils,  issued  a pe- 
remptory order  to  the  agent  on  the  15th  of  October, 
directing  him  to  obtain  the  funds  that  had  been  set 
apait  for  the  payment  of  the  annuity  for  1840,  and 
to  pay  it  to  the  same  chiefs  and  braves  whose  names 
were  found  to  the  receipt  roll  of  last  year.  This  1 
conceived  to  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  order 
of  the  department.  Those  chiefs  and  braves  num- 
ber about  30,  and  are  distributed  about  equally 
among  the  different  parties;  and  should  the  money 
be  paid  to  them  in  accordance  with  my  order  to  the 
agent,  and  they  be  left  to  dispose  of  it  among  them- 
selves, without  the  interference  of  any  of  the  trades, 
I have  little  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  distributed 
among  the  different  bands  justly,  and  be  paid,  as 
far  as  it  will  go,  towards  the  liquidation  of  their 
just  debts.  But  should  the  payment,  from  any  con- 
sideration, be  much  longer  delayed,  there  is  danger 
that  the  excitement  produced  by  its  postponement 
will  burst  beyond  the  bounds  of  restraint  and  the 
Indians  commence  fighting  among  themselves  and 
thereby  endanger  the  peace  of  our  frontier.  I have 
conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present  the  foregoing 
facts  for  the  information  of  the  legislative  assem- 
bly. It  is  certainly  our  duty  to  look  to  these 
things,  to  be  watchful  of  their  operation  and  of  the 
movements  of  the  Indians,  so  that  we  may  cot  be 
taken  by  surprise.  And  while  we  make  use  of  all 
means  under  our  control  to  sustain  peace  and  har- 
mony among  our  Indian  neighbors  as  well  as  be- 
tween them  and  our  citizens,  we  should  be  prepar- 
ed to  meet  every  possible  contingency  that  might 
endanger  the  peace  of  our  frontier.  I have  in  my 
report  to  the  Indian  department,  given  a detailed 
account  of  the  situations  of  the  Indians  with  a full 
explanation  of  my  views  as  to  the  cause  and  proba- 
ble issue  that  may  be  produced  by  the  excitement 
that  now  exists  among  them.  The  situation  of 
this  nation,  in  connexion  with  the  Winnebagoes 
who  have  recently  been  removed  to  the  tract  of 
country  within  this  territory,  known  as  the  neutral 
ground,  bordering  in  part  on  our  northern  settle- 
ments, and  partly  on  the  Sac  and  Fox  country, 
should  admonish  us  to  be  on  our  guard  and  to  de- 
pend upon  ourselves  for  defence  in  case  hostilities 
should  be  commenced  by  them.  In  consideration 
of  this  state  of  things,  1 would  respectfully  suggest 
to  the  legislative  assembly  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorising by  law  the  organization  of  a number  of 
mounted  volunteer  riflemen,  say  one  company  at 
least  to  each  regiment  of  militia  within  the  territo- 
ry, with  authority  for  the  commandant  of  any 
brigade  to  increase  the  number  to  a battalion  within 
his  brigade,  and  to  provide  for  calling  them  into 
service  in  case  of  Indian  depredations  or  threatened 
invasion.  This  precautionary  measure  can  do  no 
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barm  and  may  ultimately  secure  our  frontier  from 
an  Indian  war. 

Depot  of  arms.  The  secretary  of  war  informed 
me  some  time  since,  that  the  department  had  de- 
termined to  establish  a depot  of  public  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  at  Rock  Island,  to  be  supplied  to 
the  citizens  of  the  territory  under  proper  regula- 
tions, should  the  same  be  wanted  to  enabled  them 
to  defend  themselves  against  Indian  hostilities,  but 
I have  not  yet  heard  that  any  have  been  deposited 
at  that  place. 

Form  of  government.  The  votes  given  at  the 
late  general  election  for  and  against  a state  conven- 
tion, were  against  a convention  by  a large  majority. 
The  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  territory  thus 
indicated  will  necessarily  preclude  all  further  le- 
gislation on  the  subject  at  the  present  session.  The 
people  have,  by  their  votes,  expressed  their  prefe- 
rence for  a territorial  government  for  the  time  be- 
ing. It  will  therefore  become  your  duty  to  adopt  a 
regular  financial  system  for  the  territory,  by  which 
the  territory  will  be  enabled  to  control  funds  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  incidental  to 
territorial  affairs.  I would,  therefore,  recommend 
to  the  consideration  of  the  legislative  assembly  a 
review  of  the  financial  laws  so  as  to  provide  a re- 
venue sufficient  in  amount  to  meet  the  actual  wants 
of  the  government,  distributing  the  burthen  and  the 
benefits  among  every  class  of  the  community  upon 
principles  of  exact  justice  to  all.  The  auditor  of 
the  territory  will  report  to  you  his  views  on  this 
subject,  to  which  I solicit  your  respectful  attention. 

Finances.  On  an  estimate  forwarded  to  the  trea- 
sury department  of  the  United  States  by  the  exe- 
cutive of  the  territory,  estimating  the  expenses  for 
the  year  1840,  there  has  been  appropriated  for  the 
pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  the  present  legis- 
lative assembly,  for  the  pay  of  officers,  for  print- 
ing, furniture,  stationary,  fuel  and  all  other  inci- 
dental expenses,  $27,050.  This  sum  is  deemed 
sufficient  to  meet  all  necessary  expenses.  I would 
therefore  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legislative  assembly  the  propriety  of  confining 
the  expenditures  authorised  by  them,  within  the 
appropriation. 

Debts.  The  secretary  of  the  territory  informs 
me  that  there  are  upwards  of  six  thousand  dollars 
due  to  individuals  for  furniture,  stationary  and  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  legislative  assembly  at  the 
two  first  sessions,  and  for  which  no  funds  have  been 
provided  for  payment.  This  deficiency  I reported 
to  the  treasury  department  with  my  estimate  for 
the  expenses  of  the  year  1841,  and  solicited  an  ap- 
propriation to  meet  it. 

This  method  of  contracting  debts  with  indivi- 
duals beyond  the  means  of  payment,  is  practising 
a deception  upon  the  public  creditors,  and  ought, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

Appropriation  bill.  By  reference  to  the  appro- 
priation bills,  it  appears  that  there  were  allowed  to 
the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  legislative  assembly 
at  the  two  first  sessions  the  following  suras,  to  wit: 
first  session,  to  the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  council, 
$2,850,  and  to  the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  $2,300;  second  session,  to  the 
clerks  and  officers  of  the  council,  $3,525;  and  to 
the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, $2,925.  These  aggregate  sums  were  em- 
braced in  the  appropriation  bills,  but  there  is  no 
law  in  existence  in  the  territory  that  defines  the 
officers  to  whom  this  money  was  paid,  or  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  any  such  officers.  Until  such 
a law  shall  be  passed,  establishing  the  number  of 
officers  and  fixing  their  compensation,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  executive  to  comply  with  the 
annual  requisition  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
department  in  furnishing  him  a correct  estimate  of 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  current  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  territory. 
The  states  generally  define  by  law  the  number  of 
clerks  and  officers  employed  in  each  branch  of  the 
legislative  assembly.  By  the  laws  of  Ohio,  the 
number  of  clerks  and  officers  to  each  branch,  and 
the  compensation  of  each,  are  specially  defined. 
According  to  the  laws  of  that  state,  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  clerks  and  officers  of  both  branches  of 
the  legislative  assembly,  for  a session  of  seventy- 
five  days,  would  amount  to  $1,200.  In  this  terri 
tory,  at  the  first  session.it  amounted  to  $6,150, 
and  at  the  second  to  $6,450.  These  statements  are 
submitted  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the  legis- 
lative assembly,  with  a request  that  a law  may  be 
passed  to  provide  for  organizing  the  legislative  as- 
sembly, defining  the  number  of  officers  to  be  em- 
ployed, together  with  the  compensation  allowed  to 
each. 

In  recommending  this  measure,  I disclaim  any 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  executive  to  prescribe  to 
the  legislature  the  number  or  character  of  officers 
to  be  employed  in  their  respective  branches,  or  the 

compensation  to  be  allowed  to  such  officers.  The 


legislature  is  the  proper  judge  in  these  things;  and  ' 
it  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  it  will  employ  none 
but  such  as  are  necessary  to  the  convenient  de- 
spatch of  business,  and  that  a compensation  ade- 
quate to  the  services  of  such  officers  will  be  allow- 
ed them  respectively. 

Conclusion.  I am  not  aware  that  any  important 
general  subject  will  be  presented  for  legislative  ac- 
tion. Your  predecessors  have  passed  laws  em- 
bracing all  general  subjects.  Their  recent  enact- 
ments would  seem  to  require  their  continuance  in 
force,  excepting  in  cases  where  they  may  have 
been  found  defective.  Frequent  changes  of  gene- 
ral laws  are  always  attended  with  inconvenience  to 
the  public,  and  should  be  altered  only  with  great 
caution.  Should  any  subject  requiring  the  atten- 
tion of  the  legislative  assembly  be  communicated 
to  the  executive  during  your  session,  it  shall  be 
promptly  laid  before  you;  and  you  may  rest  assur- 
ed of  the  co-operation  of  the  executive  in  all  mea- 
sures that  may  be  calculated  to  secure  the  prosperi- 
ty of  our  country  and  to  advance  the  physical,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  condition  of  its  inhabitants. 

That  all  your  efforts  may  harmonize  in  promot- 
ing the  public  good,  is  the  sincere  desire  of,  gen- 
tlemen, your  very  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  LUCAS. 

Burlington,  Iowa  territory,  Nov.  3d,  1840. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Union  bank  of  Florida.  By  a table  published 
in  the  last  Floridian,  the  immediate  liabilities  of  the 
bank  were  $693,800.  Assets  $127,400.  Bythesame 
table,  we  learn  that  on  the  first  Aprii  last,  the  liabili- 
ties were  $1,236,600.  Assets  only  $85,430.  Now 
this  is  unfair.  The  ouly  accounted  assets  are  cot- 
ton and  cash.  Not  a note  given  by  an  individual  is 
considered  good,  according  to  this  table — not  even 
the  advances  made  to  the  different  public  works  are 
accounted  at  a dollar.  These  liabilities  and  assets 
are  set  down  as  immediate  it  is  true,  but  we  are  to 
suppose  that  every  debtor  to  the  bank  is  not  only 
insolvent,  but  absolutely  does  not  possess  sufficient 
property  wherewith  to  pay  a per  centage  on  his 
debts.  We  would  not  be  understood  to  favor  any 
of  the  banks,  we  condemn  them  in  all  their  miscon- 
duct, but  it  is  going  rather  too  far,  to  attempt  to 
persuade  us  that  Florida  currency  is  only  worth  six 
cents  on  the  dollar.  [ Appalachicola  Gaz. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

We  find  in  a late  number  of  the  Madisonian  over 
the  signature  of  “ Curiosity ,”  the  following  very  in- 
teresting compilation  of  facts  concerning  valuations 
and  sales  of  the  public  domain: 

For  many  years  past  the  attention  of  the  public 
has  been  called  to  the  consideration  of  the  various 
schemes,  executive  and  legislative,  which  each 
session  of  congress  has  produced,  either  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands,  or  for  alterations  in  the 
manner  of  their  disposal. 

One  of  the  favorite  measures  of  a certain  class  of 
politicians  has  been  to  graduate  the  prices  accord- 
ing to  the  periods  in  which  such  lands  have  been  in 
market,  although  each  one  graduates  the  scale  by 
which  the  object  is  to  be  accomplished  in  such  man- 
ner as  suits  his  own  views  and  opinions.  In  sup- 
port of  this  scheme,  one  of  the  principal  arguments 
is,  that,  unless  some  such  plan  is  adopted,  the  lands 
will  never  be  sold  at  the  present  minimum  of  $1  25 
per  acre,  and  the  designations  usually  given  to  such 
lands  are  “waste,”  “refuse,”  &c.  by  those  who  en- 
tirely lose  sight  of  the  fact  that,  as  a country  is 
settled,  tracts  that  in  the  first  instance  were  refus- 
ed as  comparatively  valueless,  in  most  cases  neces- 
sarily become  of  more  value  than  those  having 
greater  natural  advantages  were  at  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  country;  as  also,  that  the  opening  of 
new  lines  of  communication  by  roads  and  canals  is 
continually  bringing  the  more  secluded  parts  of  the 
country,  for  all  practical  purposes,  nearer  the  mar- 
ket, and  thus  giving  a value  to  the  soil  not  possess- 
ed without  them. 

While  thinking  upon  the  subject  some  time  ago, 
my  attention  was  called  to  a preparatory  measure 
taken  by  a distinguished  senator,  many  years  since, 
to  carry  this  project  into  effect,  by  ascertaining  the 
then  estimated  value  of  the  unsold  lands;  and,  hav- 
ing obtained  a copy  of  the  replies  to  that  resolution, 
I was  induced  to  procure  copies  of  the  statements 
of  sales  since  that  period,  and  to  make  estimates  to 
see  how  far  presumptions  were  sustained  by  facts. 
The  nature  of  those  estimates  has  so  far  surprised 
me,  that  it  is  thought  Ihey  might  furnish  you  with 
some  new  views  of  the  subject,  and  I therefore  offer 
them  for  your  consideration,  with  a remark  that  I 
have  been  content  to  make  estimates,  as  the  data 
upon  which  to  make  accurate  calculations  can  only 
be  found  upon  the  file*  of  the  land  office,  and  I hope 
that  measures  will  be  taken,  by  those  having  the 
power,  to  obtain  accurate  and  precise  statements, 
fhe  preparatory  measure  alluded  to  was  a resolu- 


tion passed  by  the  senate  on  the  25th  Apiil,  1828, 
by  which  the  president  was  “requested  to  cause  the 
registers  and  receivers  of  the  respective  land  offi- 
ces in  the  different  states  and  territories  to  be  di- 
rected to  make  a report  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  (in  time  to  be  by  him  laid  be- 
fore the  senate  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
stated  session  of  congress,  upon  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  land  remaining  unsold  in  their  re- 
spective districts  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1828, 
after  having  been  offered  at  the  minimum  price  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty- five  cents  per  acre,  so  as  to 
show  how  many  acres  remain  so  unsold;  what  pro- 
portion thereof  (as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated) 
consists  of  first  rate  land;  what  proportion  consists  of 
land  unfit  for  cultivation;  and  what  is  the  probable 
average  value  of  the  whole,  per  acre;  with  such  re- 
marks upon  the  character  of  said  unsold  lands,  and 
the  length  of  time  which  they  may  have  been  in 
market  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
subject  to  be  given  away,  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  foreign  sovereigns,  before  they  came  under  the 
dominion  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  give  the  senate  a just  conception  of  their  pre- 
sent actual  value.”  The  answers  to  this  resolution 
were  communicated  to  the  senate  by  the  land  office 
on  the  9th  December,  1828,  and  I shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  give  the  substance  of  some  of  those  replies, 
(it  would  extend  this  communication  too  much  to 
give  all  of  them),  with  a brief  commentary,  stating 
the  actual  sales  from  the  30 th  June,  1828,  to  the 
30 th  September,  1837,  not  having  the  data  before 
me  to  continue  the  calculations  to  a later  period; 
merely  mentioning  that  I have  been  compelled  to 
take  one-half  of  the  entire  sales  of  1828  as  the 
amount  sold  during  the  last  six  months  of  that  year, 
as  no  official  statement  for  that  period  could  be 
found. 

In  Ohio.  The  Zansville  officers  reported  647,955 
acres  as  unsold,  none  as  first  rate,  and  all  as  having 
been  in  market  since  1804. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  about 
636,700u  acres  of  this  land  had  been  sold  at  $1  25 
per  acre. 

The  Steubenville  officers  reported  131,835  as  un- 
sold, having  been  in  market  since  1800;  none  first 
rate,  and  the  average  value  $1  per  acre,  or  in  all 
$131,835. 

Facts.  To  30th  September,  1837,  127,500  acres 
sold,  produced  at  least  $159,375. 

The  Wooster  officers  reported  162,643  acres  un- 
sold, which  had  been  in  market  for  twenty  years; 
none  was  first  rate,  and  40,660  acres  unfit  for  culti- 
vation; the  average  value  90  cents  per  acre,  or  all  to 
be  $146,379. 

Fads.  The  sales  to  30th  September,  1837, 
amounted  to  166,107  acres,  producing  about  207,634 
dollars.  All  the  land  reported  as  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion was  thus  sold  in  9 years  at  the  same  rate  as  is 
paid  lor  the  choice  tracts  in  the  new  districts. 

The  Delaware  (Bucyrus,  Tiffin,  &c.)  officers  re- 
ported 1,641,914  as  unsold,  having  been,  on  the 
average,  in  market  for  7 years,  and  classed  205,239 
as  worth  $1  12J  cents  per  acre — 410,478  acres  at 
75  cents — 615,718  acres  at  50  cents,  and  410,479 
acres  at  12j  cents  per  acre — or,  at  a “general  ave- 
rage,” 50  cents  per  a re,  or  $820,957  for  all. 

Fads.  To  the  30lh  September,  1837,  1,250,972 
had  been  sold  at  the  minimum,  producing  about 
$1,563,715,  or  $742,758  more  than  the  estimated 
value  of  all  the  unsold  Iand3,  although  on  the  30th 
September,  1837,  there  were  390,932  acres  then  re- 
maining unsold.  These  sales,  it  will  be  perceived, 
not  only  embrace  all  the  lands  included  in  the  1st, 
2d,  and  3d  classes,  but  even  some  that  were  valued 
at  but  12^  cents  per  acre. 

[No  new  lands  have,  it  is  believed,  been  exposed 
to  sale  in  either  of  the  three  districts  first  named 
since  1828,  nor  have  their  boundaries  been  altered. 
In  the  last  some  unimportant  former  Indian  reser- 
vations may  have  been  offered,  but  if  so,  the  sales 
therein  have  been  much  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  reservation  from  sale  of  all  the  lands  within 
five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  Maumee  river  for 
canal  purposes.  In  addition  to  the  sales,  it  should 
be  observed  that  more  than  a million  of  acres  have 
been  granted  to  the  state,  (for  roads,  canals,  &c.) 
which  have  been  located  since  1828,  and  so  far  as 
these  selections  have  been  made  in  those  districts, 
they  should  also  be  considered  as  so  much  sold;  and 
as  in  making  the  selections  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  the  worst  lands  were  not  taken,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  actual  sales  of  the  inferior  qualities  are 
much  greater  than  would  appear  by  reference  to  the 
sales  alone.] 

In  Indiana.  The  Vincennes  officers  reported 
3,406,445  acres  as  unsold,  1.826,750  acres  of  which 
were  offered  in  1807 — 1,363,654  in  Sept.  1816 
and  216,0-10  in  June,  1821— estimating  851,611  as 
! first  rate,  851,611  as  second  quality,  and  1,703,223 
| as  third  quality. 
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Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  1,952,000 
acres  had  been  sold,  being  all  reported  as  first  and 
second  rates,  and  about  250,000  of  the  third  rate. 

The  Craafordsvillc  officers  reported  1,952,260 
acres  as  unsold,  and  one-half  or  upwards  of  970,000 
acres  of  that  amount  as  being  unfit — all  having  been 
in  market  between  8 years  and  8 months. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  1,952,300 
acres  had  been  sold. 

The  Indianapolis  officers  reported  1,842,102  as 
unsold,  of  which  736,840  were  worth  $1  25  per  acre; 
368  420  as  third  rate  at  75  cents;  368.420  fourth  rate 
at  50  cents,  and  368,420  acres  as  unfit,  and  of  no 
value.  Had  been  in  market  from  1820,  ’21  and ’22. 
Total  value  of  all  the  lands,  $1,381,575. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  1,565,700 
acres,  or  all  of  the  first  four  classes,  and  part  of  the 
refuse  class,  had  been  sold,  producing  $1,957,125, 
and  leaving  near  290,000  acres  then  unsold. 

The  Fort  Wayne  officers  reported  4,546,000 acres 
as  unsold,  200,000  of  which  were  first  rate,  and  very 
iittle  totally  unfit  for  cultivation. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  2,326,000 
had  been  sold. 

The  Jeffersonville  officers  reported  1,490,926  acres 
as  unsold,  nearly  all  of  it  having  been  offered  for 
sale  in  1807  and  1808,  estimating  74,546  at  $1  25 
per  acre,  149,092  at  75  cents,  521,822  at  50  cents, 
and  745,466  at  25  cents  per  acre.  The  total  value 
being  about  $647,278. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  806,247 
acres  had  beensold  at  the  minimum, about  1, (>07,810 
dollars,  thus  making  the  sales  exceed  the  estimated 
value  of  all  the  unsold  lands,  by  about  $360,500,  al- 
though 648,000  acres  remained  unsold,  and  showing 
that  not  only  all  in  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  classes,  but 
about  60,700  acres  of  the  4th,  or  25  cent  acre  class, 
had  been  disposed  of  at  $1  25  per  acre. 

[No  change,  it  is  believed,  has  been  made  in  either 
the  Vincennes,  Jeffersonville  or  Indianapolis  districts 
since  1828,  nor  have  any  new  lands  been  brought 
into  market  in  either  of  them.  A part  of  the  Craw- 
fordsville  district  has  been  taken  away,  and  a small 
quantity  of  lands  may  have  been  brought  into  mar- 
ket in  that  and  the  Fort  Wayne  district  since  1828. 
Out  of  the  Crawfordsville  and  Fort  Wayne  districts, 
and  from  lands  subsequently  ceded,  the  Laporte  dis- 
trict has  been  erected,  in  which,  from  late  in  1833,  to 
30th  September,  1837,  1,149,700  acres  have  been 
sold,  but  how  much  of  this  quantity  was  estimated 
in  the  unsold  portions  of  the  old  districts  is  not 
known.  It  should  also  be  observed  that  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  state  for 
roads  and  canals  (about  500,000  acres)  has  also  been 
taken  out  of  the  unsold  lands  in  those  districts  since 
1828.] 

In  Indiana.  The  Edwardsville  officers  reported 
2,738,827  as  unsold,  having  been  offered  between 
the  years  1810  and  1828.  Of  this  quantity  118,469 
acres,  as  first  rate,  were  valued  at  $1  25  per  acre; 
684.082,  as  second  rate,  at  $1;  587,037,  as  third  rate, 
at  50  cts.;  and  1,195,238  as  unfit,  and  worth  only  10 
cents  per  acre,  making  the  total  value  $1,341,639, 
and  the  average  48  cents  per  acre. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  the  sales 
amounted  to  1,463,870  acres,  for  about  $1,830,000, 
about  $490,000  more  than  the  estimated  value  of  the 
unsold  lands,  and  yet  leaving  1,325,000  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

The  Palestine  officers  reported  1,496,000  as  being 
unsold,  and  as  having  been  in  market  for  6 or  8 years. 
— Of  this  quantity  998,400  acres  were  good  soil, 
499,200  acres  thin  soil,  and  998,400  as  being  unfit 
for  cultivation,  and  the  average  value  being  30  cents 
per  acre,  or  $748,800  in  all. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  683,938 
acres  had  been  sold  for  about  $854,9l,0,  or  $106,000 
more  than  the  estimated  value  of  the  whole  unsold 
lands,  and  still  leaving  1,812,000  acres  to  be  sold. 

The  Springfield  officers  reported  1,947,324  acres 
as  unsold,  of  which  212,620  acres  were  good,  and 
worth  $1  25  per  acre,  and  1,734,704  unfit,  and  worth 
but  12$  cents  per  acre,  and  the  total  value  to  be 
$482,613. 

Facts.  IJp  to  the  30th  September,  1837,  1,602,461 
acres  were  sold,  producing  about  $2,003,000  or 
$1,510,000  more  than  they  estimated  all  the  lands 
to  be  worth,  and  yet  leaving  345,000  to  be  sold,  and 
showing  that  about  1,390,000  acres  of  the  land, 
which  they  estimated  as  worth  only  12$  cents  per 
acre,  hail  been  sold  at  $1  25. 

In  Missouri.  The  St.  Louis  officers  state  the 
unsold  land-  to  be  1,219,426  acres,  and  that  “they 
may  be  characterised  as  (he  remnants  and  refuse  of 
nearly  40  years’  picking  and  culling  underlhe  Spa- 
nish government,  and  ten  years  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States;”  that  “there  is  not  one  quarter 
section  of  first  rate  land”  in  the  disti  ict,  and  that 
1 664  570  acres  were  unfit  for  cultivation;  that  15 
cents  per  acre  would  be  a fair  average,  making  the 
total  vaiue  of  all  the  unsold  lands  $333,000. 


Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  568,000 
had  been  sold  for  $711,000,  or  $'378,000  more  than 
they  estimated  all  Ihe  unsold  lands  to  be  worth,  and 
leaving  1,650,008  for  future  disposition. 

The  Franklin  officers  reported  2,709,000  unsold, 
in  market  for  from  5 to  10  years — and  that  after  sel- 
ling 150,000  at  $1  25  per  acre,  they  thought  the  re- 
sidue could  not  be  disposed  of  except  at  a greatly 
reduced  price. 

Facts.  To  the  30th  September,  1837,  948,300 
acres  had  been  sold  at  the  rate  of  $1  25,  or  nearly 

800.000  acres  more  than  they  thought  could  be  sold 
except  at  a greatly  reduced  price. 

The  Jackson  officers  reported  4,430,025  acres  as 
unsold,  estimating  88,600  acres  as  being  worth 
$1  25  per  acre,  and  4,341,425  as  unfit,  and  only 
worth,  on  an  average,  12$  cents,  making  the  total 
value  about  $653,000. 

Facts. — To  the  30th  September,  1837,  330,100 
acres  had  been  sold,  or  all  the  good  lands,  and 
241,500  acres  of  what  they  estimated  at  12$  cents, 
producing  within  $237,000  of  the  entire  value  of  all 
the  lands,  while  there  remained  4,100,000  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

In  Louisiana.  The  Ouachita  officers  reported 
1,389.317  acres  of  unsold,  valued  at  $517,760,  being 
a general  average  of  26  3-5  cents  per  acre. 

Facts. — To  the  30th  September,  1837,  917,100 
acres  were  sold,  producing  $1,146,000,  or  about 
$629,000  more  than  the  estimated  value  of  all  the 
unsold  lands,  and  yet  leaving  472,000  to  be  disposed 
of. 

The  St.  Helena  officers  made  no  report  as  to  the 
quantity  of  the  unsold  lands,  but  estimated  their 
average  value  to  be  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Facts. — To  the  30th  September,  1837,  they  sold 
274,800  acres  at  the  rate  of  $1  25. 

In  Mississippi.  The  Choctaw  (Mount  Salus 
and  Jackson)  officers  estimated  that  3.230,778  acres 
were  unsold — very  little  first  rate,  2,230,778  of  mid- 
dling quality  high  land,  of  which  one-half  was  too 
broken  or  too  poor  to  sell  at  $1  25,  and  1,000,000 
acres  as  unsaleable.  Average  value  of  the  whole 
25  or  30  cents  per  acre. 

Facts. — To  the  30th  September,  1837,  2.872,400 
acres  had  been  sold  at  the  rate  of  $1  25,  thus  not 
only  including  all  they  reported  of  a middling  quali- 
ty, and  of  which  they  said  the  one-half  would  never 
sell  at  that  price,  but  about  640,000  acres  of  what 
they  considered  as  unsaleable.  Taking  their  high- 
est estimate,  30  cents  per  acre,  the  total  value  by 
their  calculation  would  be  about  $970,000,  while  in 
truth  the  portion  sold  has  produced  $3,490,000,  and 
there  remained  358,000  acres  yet  to  be  sold. 

In  Alabama.  The  Huntsville  officers  reported 
3,222,984  acres  unsold,  having  mostly  been  in  mar- 
p ket  for  ten  years — thus  there  were  very  little  if  any 
first  rate  lands,  and  that  the  greater  portion  was 
mountainous  and  unfit  for  cultivation. 

Fads.— To  the  30th  September,  1837,592,400 
acres  had  been  sold  and  400,000  granted  to  the  state. 

The  Cahaba  officers  reported  2,418,162  acres  un- 
sold. 

Facts. — The  sales  to  the  30th  September,  1837, 
amount  to  2,332,260  acres. 

The  Tuscaloosa  officers  reported  3,149,206  acres 
as  unsold,  most  of  it  having  been  in  market  for  7 
years  — that  none  ofit  was  first  quality,  and  that  they 
believed  “that  there  is  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
acres  fit  for  cultivation’’ — the  average  value  being  5 
cents  per  acre,  or  in  all  $157,465. 

Facts. — To  the  30lh  September  1,065,790  acres 
had  been  sold,  producing  $1,332,000,  and  leaving 

2.084.000  acres  unsold. 

The  Sparta  officers  reported  5.502,735  as  unsold, 
being  in  market  from  1823  to  1827,  687,371  acres 
estimated  to  be  worth  $1  25  per  acre,  and  1,815,364 
as  unfit,  the  general  average  being  40  cents  per 
acre. 

Facts. — To  the  30th  September,  1837,  351,300 
acres  had  been  sold. 

[No  change,  it  is  thought,  has  been  made  in  the 
Huntsville  or  Sparta  district.  A portion  has  been 
taken  from  the  Cahaba  district  and  another  from 
the  Tuscaloosa  district,  and  a small  portion  added  to 
the  last  district.  The  Demopolis  district  has  been 
created  out  of  the  portion'  taken  from  the  Cahaba, 
Tuscaloosa  and  St.  Stephen’s  districts,  and  a part  of 
the  Choctaw  session  of  1830.  In  this  new  district 

1.154.000  were  sold  from  1833  to  30th  September, 
1837,  but  what  proportion  of  this  amount  was  sub- 
ject to  sale  at  the  old  offices  on  the  30th  June,  1838, 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate.] 

These  comparisons  of  predictions  with  results 
will  not  only  show  the  reliance  which  is  to  be  plac- 
ed upon  estimates,  even  by  those  best  qualified  to 
make  them,  as  to  the  value  of  the  public  domain,  but 
will  also  show  that  the  fact  of  lands  having  been  in 
market  for  many  years  is  no  evidence  that  they  will 
not  be  'ought  for  with  avidity  as  the  country  be- 
comes settled. 


While  upon  this  subject,  I trust  that  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  the  hope  that  some  correspondent 
who  possesses  the  means  of  doing  so  will  inform  us 
what  are  the  minimum  prices  fixed  by  the  different 
states  upon  the  lands  granted  them  by  congress  for 
canals,  roads,  colleges,  &c.;  for  I am  under  the  im- 
pression that  these  minimums  have  varied  from  $3 
to  $17  per  acre,  thus  showing  that  although  many 
of  those  states  yearly  memoralize  congress  for  a re- 
duction of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  yet  when 
those  lands  become  their  own  property  the  minimum 
is  increased  instead  of  being  lessened. 

If  these  estimates  should  call  the  attention  of  any 
person  qualified  lo  go  on  with  the  investigation  to  a 
consideration  of  the  subject,  or  be  the  means  of  pro- 
curing accurate  statements  of  the  actual  working  of 
the  present  land  system,  I shall  be  more  than  repaid 
for  the  trouble  I have  been  at  in  making  them. 

Yours,  CURIOSITY. 


BURIAL  OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  GENERAL 
HUGH  MERCER. 

From  the  U.  States  Gazette,  2 6th  Nov. 

The  spirit  of  patiiotism  that  is  exhibited  in  the 
generous  sacrifice  of  fortune  and  life  for  the  com- 
monwealth, so  emminently  deserves  the  applause 
of  the  generous  and  the  good,  that  we  are  not  as- 
tonished when  the  sacrifice  is  consummated,  that 
the  tears  of  a people  should  bedew  the  tomb  of  a 
patriot,  and  the  pen  of  history  be  instructed  to  write 
his  euiogy  in  the  record  of  his  generous  devotion. 
The  spirit  of  a martyr  to  national  independence,  if 
permitted  to  revisit  the  glimpses  of  this  earth,  and 
note  the  proceedings  of  those  who  benefit  by  his 
successful  sacrifice,  must  be  grateful  to  find,  that 
not  only  are  his  name  and  deeds  held  in  grateful 
remembrance,  but  that  the  quiet  of  peace  allows 
a generous  people  W'hom  his  death  benefitted,  to 
think  how  they  may  express  their  appreciation  of 
the  great  objects  of  his  devotion,  and  how  display 
to  the  world  their  enthusiasm  for  equal  rights  and 
national  independence,  by  all  approving  honors  to 
the  name  and  character  of  those  from  whom  they 
derive  the  blessing. 

Yesterday  presented  to  the  world  the  sublime 
spectacle  of  a whole  section  of  our  commonwealth 
going  to  do  honor  to  a hero  and  a martyr  in  our 
country’s  cause,  by  conveying  the  remains  of  gene- 
ral Hugh  Mercer  from  the  grave  at  Christ  church, 
with  imposing  ceremonies,  to  a resting  place  at 
Laurel  Hill,  beneath  a monument  expressive  at 
once  of  his  exceeding  worth,  and  of  the  apprecia- 
tion of  his  excellence  by  the  present  generation. 
The  voice  of  the  preacher  was  heard — the  elo- 
quence of  the  eulogist  was  listened  to  with  delight. 
The  deep-throated  cannon  spoke  of  military  re- 
nown, and  the  thronged  windows  by  which  the 
pageant  moved,  told  of  deep  interest  in  the  people, 
as  the  solemn  array  of  funeral  pomp  passed  on- 
ward with  measured  tread,  while 

The  muffle  drums  were  beating 
Funeral  marches  to  the  grave. 

THE  SOLEMNITIES. 

Shortly  after  9 A.  M.  the  remains  of  general 
Mercer  were  removed  from  the  church,  and  placed 
in  a hearse  drawn  by  four  black  horses,  the  coffin 
palled  with  a craped  American  flag,  with  black 
cords  and  tassels.  The  First  City  troop  (which 
had  served  at  Princeton  in  the  engagement  in 
which  general  M.  was  killed)  having  been  detail- 
ed as  a guard  of  honor,  formed  around  the  hearse, 
and  the  carriage,  containing  the  committee,  and  the 
cortege,  proceeded  towards  the  First  Presbyterian 
church,  at  Washington  square.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Saint  Andrew’s  society,  and  Scots’  Thistle  so- 
ciety, had  assembled  at  Independence  Hall,  and 
from  thence  proceeded  to  the  church.  Within 
Washington  square  was  placed  two  brass  field 
pieces,  which  were  fired  every  minute  during  the 
progress  of  the  procession.  They  were  manned 
by  a detachment  of  the  Junior  artillerists,  and 
were  under  the  direction  of  colonel  John  K.  Mur- 
phy. The  whole  line  of  troops  were  marshalled  on 
Walnut  street,  their  left  resting  on  Sixth  street. 

The  streets  through  which  the  escort  passed  on 
their  way  to  the  church  were  literally  alive  w'ith 
people;  and  around  Washington  square  was  gather- 
ed an  immense  mass. 

The  arrival  of  the  remains  at  the  church  was 
hailed  by  the  firingof  one  of  the  guns  in  the  square; 
and  shortly  after  the  coffin  was  borne  down  the 
aisle  by  a detachment  of  the  First  City  troop,  and 
placed  on  a raised  staging  immediately  in  front  of 
the  speaker’s  stand. 

By  this  time  the  galleries  of  the  church  were 
crowded  with  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  our  city, 
they  being  reserved  wholly  for  the  laities.  After 
the  arrival  of  the  coffin,  the  doors  were  thrown 
open  to  admit  visiters  with  tickets,  and  the  body  of 
the  church  was  soon  completely  filled. 
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In  front  of  the  pulpit  a staging  had  been  raised, 
and  on  it  was  seated  at  the  centre,  and  behind  the 
speaker’s  stand,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
David  R.  Porter,  with  Mr.  William  B.  Reed,  the 
orator  of  the  day,  on  his  right,  and  on  his  left,  go- 
vernor Gilmer,  of  Virginia,  with  his  lieutenant 
governor  and  aid;  and  further  to  the  right,  judge 
Hopkinson,  mayor  Swift,  and  the  recorder  of  the 
city.  On  seats  in  front  of  these  last  named,  and  to 
the  left  of  the  speaker’s  stand,  sat  the  venerable 
Mr.  McAlpin,  the  late  president  of  Saint  Andrew’s 
society,  and  by  his  side,  commodores  Biddle  and 
Read,  of  the  navy,  in  full  uniform.  To  the  right 
ol  the  stand  sat  Mr.  Campbell,  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  society  of  St.  Andrew,  and  by  him  commo- 
dore Stewart,  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard, 
and  colonel  Miller,  commandant  of  the  marines  at 
the  same  place.  Against  the  wall,  to  the  left,  was 
the  banner  of  the  Saint  Andrew’s  society,  repre- 
senting Saint  Andrew  in  full  length,  and  on  the 
right,  the  banner  of  the  Scots’  Thistle  society. 
The  First  City  troop  were  disposed  in  files  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  stand,  and  the  banner  which 
they  bore  to  glorious  victory  in  the  contest  at 
Princeton  now  spread  its  folds  over  the  remains  of 
the  brave.  Worn,  tattered,  and  pierced  with  bul- 
lets, it  spoke  home  to  the  heart  a tale  ol  those  stir- 
ring times  which  tried  men’s  souls.  In  the  pews 
immediately  in  front  of  the  stand,  a large  number 
of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  were  seated — and 
behind  them  the  Saint  Andrew’s  and  Scots’  This- 
tle societies. 

In  the  pulpit  were  the  rev.  Albert  Barnes,  pastor 
of  the  church,  the  rev.  Dr.  Carnahan,  president  of 
Princeton  college,  and  the  rev.  John  L.  Grant, 
together  with  another  clergyman  whose  name  we 
could  not  learn. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  day  were  commenced  by 
the  reading  of  the  twenty-first  psalm,  copies  of 
which  had  been  printed  and  distributed  through  the 
church.  The  hymn  was  sung  in  splendid  manner 
by  a powerful  choir.  The  rev.  Albert  Barnes  then 
read  some  beautiful  extracts  from  the  sacred  scrip- 
tures, being  from  Exodus,  15th  chapter — “the  Lord 
is  my  strength  and  song,  and  he  is  become  my  sal- 
vation,” &c.;  and  20th  chapter — “and  God  spake  all 
these  words,  saying,”  Etc.;  Samuel.  1st  chapter — 
“the  beauty  ol  Israel  is  slain.”  Psalm  46th — “God 
is  our  refuge  and  strength,”  &c.;  and  Psalm  67 — 
“God  be  merciful  and  bless  us,”  &c.  At  the  con- 
clusion, a prayer  was  said  in  a most  eloquent  manner 
by  the  same. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  prayer,  Mr.  William  B. 
Reed  advanced  to  the  speaker’s  stand,  and  com- 
menced his  oration.  A beautiful  allusion  to  “old 
mortality”  commenced  one  of  the  most  noble  ora- 
tions it  has  ever  been  our  lot  to  listen  to.  Even  as 
that  time  honored  man  journeyed  among  the  lonely 
fastnesses  of  his  native  mountains,  renewing,  with 
his  chisel,  the  inscription  which  time  had  nearly 
effaced  ori  the  tombs  of  those  who  had  fiercely 
struggled  and  nobly  died  in  defence  of  their  che- 
rished faith;  even  so,  alter  the  lapse  of  many  years, 
did  the  countrymen  of  him  whose  bones  repose  be- 
fore them,  again  assemble  to  renew  the  remem- 
brance of  his  deeds  of  daring,  and  pay  again  those 
obsequies  which  a past  generation  had  been  proud 
to  confer.  After  some  pertinent  remarks  upon  the 
blessings  of  a free  govern  merit,  he  proceeded  to  the 
main  purpose  of  his  address.  General  Hugh  Mer- 
cer was  born  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  in  1731,  and 
died  at  Princeton,  Dec.  3d,  1777.  Before  proceed- 
ing further,  the  orator  indulged  in  an  eloquent  view 
of  the  state  of  Europe  at  the  first  named  period;  of 
the  cause  of  Charles  Stuart,  his  victories,  his  re- 
verses, and  his  final  defeat  at  Culloden;  the  loyal 
patriotism  of  the  chiefs  who,  in  the  face  of  every 
danger,  clung  even  until  death  around  their  crown- 
less king.  At  this  point,  a noble  burst  of  eloquence 
completely  enchained  the  leelings  of  the  auditory. 
He  spoke  of  the  battle  of  Culloden,  of  the  little  hand 
who  had  so  often  carried  terror  and  desolation  into 
the  English  ranks,  then  worn  and  dispirited — a 
wretched  handful  opposed  to  a powerful  and  well 
appointed  army,  burning  to  wipe  off  the  disgrace 
which  had  been  so  deeply  imprinted  on  their  arms. 
By  the  watch  fires  of  the  little  band,  reposed  a 
stripling  of  22  years  of  age,  who  had  left  home, 
kindred  and  profession,  to  fight  the  quarrel  of  his 
monarch — that  man  was  HUGH  MERCER.  The 
result  of  the  battle  is  well  known — the  history  of 
tbe  dreadful  massacre  is  part  of  the  household  histo 
ry  of  Scotland’s  sons.  Nothing  was  heard  of  him, 
of  Hugh  Mercer,  until  he  was  found  to  have  escap- 
ed from  Leith  on  board  of  a small  vessel  bound  for 
Philadelphia.  He  arrived  safe,  and  settled  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state,  near  to  what  is  now  Mer- 
cersburg,  Franklin  county.  We  know  nothing  of 
him  till  we  find  him  a captain  in  the  provincial 
forces  raised  in  1755  to  rep“l  the  incursions  of  the 
Indians,  who  a short  time  afterwards  gave  a terri- 


ble proof  of  their  might  in  the  defeat  and  death  of 
Braddock.  The  next  notice  is  his  participation  in 
an  expedition  sent  against  a strong  post  ol  the  In- 
dians, who  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Alleghany 
breathed  terror  and  destiuction  to  the  scattered  set- 
tlers. He  was  commanded  by  gen.  Armstrong- 
under  him  he  fought  his  first  battle  in  lh«  new  coun- 
try, and  by  him  when,  mortally  wounded,  he  was 
borne  off  the  field  of  battle  at  Princeton.  He  bore 
a distinguished  part  in  this  action,  and  being  se- 
verely wounded  was  sent  to  the  rear,  and  atter- 
wards,  by  one  of  the  chances  of  battle,  was  left  on 
the  field.  Alone,  with  a mutilated  arm,  and  faint 
from  other  wounds,  he  wandered  for  days  and  weeks 
amid  the  boundless  forest,  living  upon  the  berries 
which  a heavy  winter  had  spared,  till  he  struck 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Potomac,  and,  after  incredi- 
ble fatigue,  reached  Fort  Cumberland.  He  was 
shortly  after  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  co- 
lonel, and,  under  the  most  disheartening  circum- 
stances, retained  possession  of  Fort  Duquesne, 
(which  had  been  reduced  by  Washington)  until 
relieved,  acquitting  himself  honorably  of  what 
seemed  an  almost  impossible  task.  The  lecturer 
here  paused  before  entering  on  the  history  of  the 
revolution,  to  call  to  mind  the  difference  of  those 
times  with  these  which  we  now  enjoy — of  those 
days  when  neither  home,  friends,  children,  or  bride 
could  detain  them  from  the  awful  struggle — when 
the  sun  rose  not  on  the  peaceful  Sabbath  but  on 
scenes  of  blood — of  the  struggle  of  a weak  band  of 
men  against  the  mighty  power  of  fhe  greatest  mo- 
narchy in  the  world — of  days  when  the  cloud  of 
despair  lowered  heavily  upon  their  hopes,  and  wanf, 
privation  and  suffering  pressed  in  upon  them. — 
What  honor,  then,  can  be  too  great  for  those  who, 
by  their  blood,  have  cemented  the  foundation  of  a 
republic,  whose  wide  spread  blessings  millions  of 
those  who,  in  another  clime,  have  felt  the  iron  hand 
of  persecution,  now  enjoy?  The  flag  of  the  nation 
is  the  shroud  of  the  nation’s  gallant  sons,  and  its 
happy  stars  shine  brightly  over  their  graves. 

Of  the  eventful  period  preceding  the  battle  of 
Princeton,  when  hope  seemed  dead — when  by  suc- 
cessive defeat,  want  and  privation,  the  army  of 
Washington  had  been  reduced  to  only  2,000  effective 
men,  who  had  taken  up  their  position  on  the  west- 
ern b.mk  of  the  Delaware — -when  Philadelphia 
seemed  but  as  a city  of  the  dead,  her  deserted  streets 
and  houses  evidencing  how  deeply  despair  had  fix 
ed  itself  in  the  hearts  of  the  Americans — in  that 
dark  hour,  when  destruction  seemed  closing  upon 
them,  was  the  policy  of  the  war  changed,  and  the 
desperate  band  resolved  to  become  the  assailers. 

The  discussions  of  the  proposed  measures,  the 
deep  despondency  of  Washington,  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  soldiers,  were  depicted  in  soul- 
stirring  words;  the  stratagem,  the  night  march,  the 
surprise  and  the  capture  all  meditated  upon.  Find- 
ing a heavy  body  of  cavalry  of  reserve  coming  up, 
gen.  Mercer  suggested  to  Washington  that  he 
should  throw  his  brigade  between  the  party  engag- 
ed and  the  reserve,  and  thus  compel  a general  en- 
gagement. The  movement  was  successfully  exe- 
cuted. In  the  heat  of  the  charge,  gen.  Mercer’s 
horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  he  fought  on  the 
ground,  disdaining  to  surrender,  and  irritated  at  the 
confusion  which  his  fall  had  occasioned,  he  singly 
faced  a whole  detachment,  was  beaten  to  the  ground 
by  the  butts  of  their  muskets,  and  mortally  wound- 
ed under  the  arm  with  a bayonet. 

General  Armstrong  shortly  after  found  him  on 
the  field,  and  bore  him  to  a neighboring  house, 
where  he  received  the  almost  maternal  care  of  two 
ladies,  who,  undismayed  by  the  conflict,  had  brave- 
ly abided  the  result.  One  of  these  matrons,  a lew 
months  since,  passed  to  the  silent  tomb;  and  it  was 
her  proudest  boast  through  lile,  that  she  had  sooth- 
ed the  parting  anguish  and  smoothed  the  death  pil- 
low of  a revolutionary  soldier. 

The  orator  closed  his  momento  of  a soldier’s  life, 
and  gave  vent  to  the  feelings  which  so  solemn  a 
spectacle  was  calculated  to  excite.  Not  vainly  w ill 
these  obsequies  pass  away,  if  the  love  of  country, 
which  it  is  eminently  calculated  to  excite,  shall 
have  been  raised  in  the  breasts  of  the  Ihousands  who 


witnessed  the  spectacle,  if  the  flame  of  patriotism 
has  burned  brighter  and  freer  vent  been  given  to 
the  honest  impulses  of  our  nation. 

The  oration  being  closed,  the  coffin  was  borne 
out  by  a file  ot  marines  and  placed  in  the  regular 
order  of  procession — it  was  borne  on  the  bier  to 
Coates  street,  where  it  was  again  placed  in  the 
hearse.  The  procession  having  been  formed,  pro- 
ceeded as  follows: 

Mounted  trumpeter  preceding  a detachment  of  the 
First  City  troop.  - 


o 

o 

T3 

ro 


THE  COFFIN. 


The  pall  borne  by  commodores  Reed,  Biddle  and 
Stewart,  and  col.  Miller. 


the  st.  Andrew’s  society, 
with  banner,  with  the  motto,  “We  relieve  the  dis- 
tressed,” and  representing  a full  length  of  St.  An- 
drew; on  the  reverse,  the  shield  and  Scottish  lion, 
with  motto  “Nemo  me  impune  lacessit.” 

Members  of  the  society,  wi'h  badges. 

THE  SCOTS  THISTLE  SOCIETY, 
with  banner,  representing  a thistle  on  the  face;  on 
the  reverse,  ‘ The  Scots  Thistle  Society.” 

Members  of  the  society  with  badges. 
Officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 
Detachment  of  the  1st  City  troop,  closing  the  escort 
proper. 

General  Provost  and  staff. 

MILITARY. 

Lancers. 

General  Goodwin  and  staff. 

MILITARY. 


Among  the  companies  on  the  parade  were: 

The  Lancer  Guards,  (cavalry),  Capt.  Rader. 

State  Artillerists,  (infantry),  Capt.  Bumm. 

Lafayette  do.  do.  ' Capt.  Barger. 

1st  com.  Ger.  Washington  Guards,  Lieut.  Kohler. 
2d  do.  do.  do  do.  Capt.  Partsman. 

1st  company  State  Fencibles,  Capt.  Page. 

2d  do.  do.  Capt.  Emery. 

National  Grays,  Capt.  Fritz. 

Washington  Blues,  Capt  Patterson. 

Hibernian  Greens,  Capt.  Elsegood. 

Union  Fencibles,  Capt.  Ward. 

Montgomery  Hibernia  Greens,  Capt.  Diamond. 

Jackson  Artillerists,  Capt.  McCahen. 

Washington  Grays,  Lieut.  McAdam. 

Philadelphia  Grays,  Capt.  Cadwallader. 

There  were,  besides  these,  a great  number  of 
other  companies  from  the  county,  and  also  some 
companies  from  other  states  and  counties;  among 
which  were  the  Eagle  Artillerists,  of  Baltimore;  the 
Princeton  Greys,  of  Princeton;  the  York  Rifle  bri- 
gade, from  York,  Pa  ; and  the  Lancaster  Fencibles, 
and  Artillerists,  from  Lancaster,  Pa. 


The  escort  proper  was  arranged  by  Mr.  John 
Struthers,  as  chief  marshal,  and  Messrs.  Milne  and 
Notman,  aids. 


The  procession  moved  on  through  the  principal 
streets,  which  presented  the  appearance  of  a sea  of 
heads — windows,  doors,  roofs  and  pavement  seemed 
alive  with  human  beings,  who  had  thus  come  toge- 
ther, in  the  might  of  numbers,  to  pay  their  respect 
to  one  who  had  died  that  they  might  be  free. 

The  minute  guns  on  the  square  boomed  sorrow- 
fully on  the  air — the  bands  joined  their  dirge-like 
music,  and  the  measured  tread  and  serious  counte- 
nances of  all  in  the  procession,  told  how  solemn 
was  the  occasion — how  deeply  felt  was  the  lesson 
of  patriotism  and  bravery. 

Having  reached  Twelfth  and  Coates  streets,  the 
procession  paused,  the  coffin  was  placed  in  the 
hearse,  the  escort  proper  took  their  places  in  the 
carriages,  the  military  (with  the  exception  of  the 
cavalry)  were  dismissed,  and  the  cortege  proceed- 
ed towards  Laurell  Hill  cemetery,  the  coffin  bping 
still  surrounded  by  the  honorary  guard  of  the  First 
City  troop.  Arriving  at  the  cemetery,  the  coffin 
was  again  placed  upon  the  bier,  the  escort  re  form- 
ed, and,  in  due  order  moved  towards  the  spot  for 
interment.  The  scene  at  onetime  was  most  beau- 
tiful, as  a turn  of  the  walk  brought  the  whole  escort 
into  view.  Arriving  at  the  grave,  the  coffin  was 
set  down,  and  Mr.  Quintin  Campbell,  the  president 
of  the  St  Andrew  society,  delivered  an  address. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  Mr.  Tudhope 
addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  prayer,  in  a most 
eloquent  manner.  Colonel  Mercer  the  relative  of 
the  deceased  then  came  forward  to  bid  farewell  to 
the  remains  before  they  were  again  committed  to 
the  earth. 


That  ceremony  over,  the  coffin  was  lowered  into 
the  grave,  thus  terminating  one  of  the  most  sublime 
moral  spectacles  which  Philadelphia  has  ever  wit- 
nessed. 

Peace  to  the  ashes  of  the  brave,  may  they  rest 
undisturbed  until  the  final  trump  of  doom  shall  sum- 
mon him  to  his  account.  More  than  one  genera- 
tion has  parsed  away  since  this  bloody  corpse  was 
borne  to  the  tomb,  and  if  any  survive  who  have 
witnessed  that  day,  they  are  but  as  the  last  leaves 
of  autum,  which  the  next  winter  blast  may  consign 
to  their  long  home. 

Yet  even  though  the  time  be  distant,  the  grateful 
recollection  of  their  deeds  has  not  slumbered  nor 
faded  and  the  nation  yields  its  spontaneous  homage 
at  the  shrine  of  the  patriot.  What  a Ipsson  of  pa- 
triotism does  not  yesterday’s  solemnities  inculcate 
— long  will  it  be  remembered  and  we  trust  that 
never  will  it  be  forgotten. 
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Apalachicola.  Here  we  are,  November  14th, 
wild  ducks,  (the  geese  go  to  St.  Joseph,  and  sub- 
scribe for  stock),  turkeys,  venison  and  the  finest 
fish  in  the  world,  all  on  the  table  at  once.  Bright 
days,  frosty  mornings,  moonlight  nights,  and  an  un- 
clouded sky,  impart  cheerfulness,  strength  and  plea- 
sure. No  mosquitoes,  no  fleas  nor  any  of  the  pleagues 
of  less  happy  climes.  In  a few  days  we  shall  have 
vessels  from  the  Havana,  laden  with  the  fruits  of  the 
tropics;  we  already  have  the  choicest  products  of 
the  north,  all  contributing  to  the  general  comfort, 
luxury  and  convenience.  Truly  this  is  the  Canaan 
of  the  Gentiles,  for  we  have  no  Jews  amongst  us. 
Accompanying  all  these  advantages,  we  have  the 
music  of  some  dozen  high  pressure  steam  engines, 
making  the  very  poetry  of  sound.  Who  would  not 
live  in  our  city?  [ Aapalachicola  Adv. 

“Atherial  Oleine”  is  the  name  given  in  Eng- 
land to  a new  material  for  burning  in  Argand  and 
other  lamps — superior  to,  and  one- third  cheaper  than 
sperm  oil.  Query?  Is  it  our  camphine? 

Boundary  question.  A work,  illustrated  by 
eight  maps,  entitled:  “The  right  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  northeastern  boundary 
claimed  by  them,  by  Albert  Gallatin,”  is  to  be  is- 
sued in  a few  days. 

Bunker  Hill  monument  fair.  The  total  re- 
ceipts of  the  late  fair  at  Boston,  were  $32,836  98 — 
total  expenses,  $2,801  45;  nett  proceeds,  30,035 
dollars  and  53  cents. 

A Camanche  chief,  recently  died,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  118  years.  On  the  week  previous  to 
his  death,  he  was  out  on  a hunting  expedition  with 
some  of  his  tribe,  and  caught  two  wild  horses  with 
a noose. 

The  canals  of  both  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania were  still  navigated  at  our  latest  advice. 

The  “Come  Outers,”  says  the  Boston  Courier, 
are  a sect  recently  sprung  up  on  Cape  Cod.  Their 
leading  or  sectarian  views  are  said  to  be:  1.  Op- 

position to  a regular  ministry.  Every  one  should 
be  his  own  priest.  2.  Opposition  to  regularly  or- 
ganised churches.  Every  one  is  a church  by  him- 
self. 3.  A disregard  of  the  Sabbath;  all  days  are 
alike.  Their  object  seems  to  be  to  preach  against 
preaching,  to  organize  against  church  organizations 
and  to  hold  meetings  on  the  Lord’s  day  to  put  down 
the  Christian  Sabbath. 

Cotton  at  New  York,  Charleston,  &.c.  remains 
firm  at  former  quotations. 

At  Savannah,  sales  of  the  week  1,879  bales  at 
8fa9£. 

At  New  Orleans,  the  recepts  of  the  last  week  were 
heavy,  the  demand  active,  and  prices  £ ct.  advance 
on  former  rates. 

Liverpool  classification.  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi ordinary  7£a7|;  middling  8-b  middling  fair  8|; 
fair  9j;  good  fair  lO^alOj;  good  fine  llall^. 

Corn.  Price  at  New  York  45a48. 

Counterfeits  of  the  “New  York  Safety  Fund” 
$5 — made  by  obliterating  the  “Millington  bank” 
and  substituting  “New  York,”  are  abroad. 

Five  dollar  Geauga  bank  are  circulating  in  Cin- 
cinnati. They  hardly  can  be  called  imitations. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week,  in  Baltimore  44, 
of  which  13  were  under  one  year  of  age,  14  were 
free  colored  and  1 slave. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  England  108£;  on 
France  5f.  17;  Philadelphia  2J;  Baltimore  1|;  Rich- 
mond 3;  Charleston  1^;  Augusta  5^;  Savannah  3a4; 
New  Orleans  2;  St.  Louis,  Louisville  and  Cincin- 
nati 5^a0;  Nashville  8;  Michigan  9;  Wisconsin  12£. 

Flour.  The  American  Almanac  states  that  the 
largest  amount  of  flour  in  value  exported  from  the 
United  States  in  one  year,  was  exported  in  1817; 
being  1,479,198  bbls. — worth  $17,291,824.  The 
largest  amount  in  number  of  bbls.  exported  in  one 
year,  was  in  1831,  being  1,806,529,  and  worth 
$10,243,019.  The  highest  price  of  flour  per  barrel 
on  the  seaboard  since  the  year  1790,  was  in  the 
year  1796,  when  it  was  sold  for  $12  50.  The  low- 
est in  1826,  when  it  sold  for  $4  65. 

Flour  in  New  York  for  Gennesee  $4  87;  Michi- 
gan $4  75;  Howard  street  and  Georgetown  $5  25; 
Richmond,  (Clark  & Co.)  $6  25. 

At  Baltimore  prices  continue  at  $4  87Jrtr$4  94; 
inspections  of  the  week  17,166  bbls.  and  1,515  halt 
bbls.  At  Richmond  $4  87^.  At  Savannah  $6  25. 
At  Louisville  $4to4  50.  At  Rio  de  Janerio,  Oct. 
8t!i,  18 1| ; exchange  32£d. 

Fires.  At  Louisville,  on  the  night  of  the  24th 
Nov.  property  to  the  amount  of  $30,000  was  de- 
stroyed. Messrs.  Stewart,  and  Hewitt,  Allison  & 


Co.  between  5th  and  6th  streets  were  the  principal 
sufferers. 

The  bagging  factory  of  Messrs.  Ater  and  Boswell 
at  Lexington,  Ky.  took  fire  on  the  24th  nit.  and 
was  entirely  consumed. 

The  mill  of  Sylvanus  Holbrook,  esq.  of  North- 
bridge,  Mass,  used  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
and  wool,  formerly  the  property  of  the  Northbridge 
manufacturing  company,  was  burnt  on  the  13th  ult. 
loss  estimated  at  $20,000. 

The  fisheries.  The  Yarmouth  (Cape  Cod) 
Register  says  the  fishing  business  has  been  bad 
enough  the  past  season.  The  catch  of  mackerel 
has  fallen  off  immensely.  The  cod  fishing  busi- 
ness is  in  a better  condition,  but  this  has  fallen  off 
also. 

Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison  reached  Frankfort,  Ky. 
on  the  24th,  and  left  for  Lexington  on  the  25th,  on 
private  business.  He  is  in  excellent  health  and 
was  received  at  the  various  stages  of  his  tour  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  born  on  the  9th  of  February, 
1774.  He  will  therefore  be  67  years  of  age  in  Fe- 
bruary next. 

The  lakes.  Depth  of  water.  The  Buffalo  Ad- 
vertiser says:  “Lake  Huron  is  said  to  be  about  800 
feet  deep,  and  the  depth  of  Canandaigua  and  Seneca 
lakes  has  never  been  satisfactorily  ascertained. — 
The  early  settlers,  many  of  them,  on  their  borders 
believed  they  were  unfathomable.  The  Skenea- 
teles  lake  also  fills  a chasm  of  fearful  depth.  “One 
of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  deep  fresh  wa- 
ter is  a river,  laid  down  on  the  map  as  the  Saguenai, 
that  discharges  into  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  some 
200  miles  below  Quebec.  It  is  rather  a sluggish 
stream,  but  with  an  average  depth  of  nearly  800 
feet.  It  seems  to  flow  through  an  immense  fissure 
produced  by  some  awful  convulsion  of  nature.” 

Jamaica.  The  Northampton  Courier  says:  “A 
large  company  of  gentlemen  started  from  this  place 
on  Monday  morning  for  Jamaica,  West  India  is- 
lands. Most  of  them  are  mechanics  who  are  em- 
ployed by  the  governor  of  this  island  to  erect  ne- 
cessary buildings  for  the  purpose  of  making  silk, 
which  he  intends  to  make  a staple  commodity. 

Marriage  in  prohibited  degrees.  At  the 
last  general  convention,  a committee,  consisting  of 
H.  U.  Onderdonk,  Moore  and  Brownell,  was  ap- 
pointed to  report  at  the  next  general  convention,  a 
canon  prohibiting  marriages  with  certain  degrees 
of  consanguinity  and  affinity.  In  this  report,  which 
will  be  one  of  much  importance,  the  case  of  mar- 
rying a deceased  wife’s  sister  will  be  of  necessity 
prominent.  We  allude  to  the  subject  at  present  in 
order  to  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that  a pamphlet 
has  been  published  in  England  advocating  the  re- 
peal of  the  law  in  that  country  which  prohibits  mar- 
riage within  the  degree  of  affinity  just  mentioned. 
A circular  soliciting  the  repeal  has  unhappily  re- 
ceived many  signatures  from  among  the  clergy,  and 
the  measure  is  said  to  receive  the  countenance  and 
active  co-operation  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  and 
the  bishop  of  Landaff.  [ Churchman . 

“Mercedes,  a romance  of  the  days  of  Colum- 
bus” by  Cooper,  is  in  press. 

Michigan,  contains,  according  to  the  census, 
212,000  inhabitants. 

Packet  ships  and  steam  ships.  The  shortest 
passage  made  in  1839,  from  New  York  to  Liver- 
pool, by  a packet  ship,  was  17  days;  and  the  short- 
est passage  of  a packet  ship,  during  the  same  year, 
from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  was  22  days.  The 
shortest  passage  made  by  a steam  ship,  from  New 
York  to  Liverpool,  during  1839,  was  in  13f  days; 
and  the  shortest  passage  made  by  a steam  ship,  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York,  during  the  same  year,  was 
in  16  days.  [Sun. 

A patent  right,  it  is  said,  has  been  sold  for 
Scotland  alone,  for  $25,000,  by  Mr.  Burden,  of  the 
Troy  iron  works,  for  compressing  and  giving  form 
to  the  ball  iron,  as  it  comes  glowing  from  the  fur- 
nace. 

Savannah,  Georgia.  The  population  of  the 
city  is  11,214  persons,  being  an  increase  of  3,438 
over  1830.  599  persons  are  engaged  in  commer- 

cial pursuits,  701  in  manufactures  and  trades,  and 
121  in  learned  professions.  The  exports  for  the 
year  1839,  of  cotton,  rice,  lumber,  &c.  amounted 
to  $12,000,000.  The  commercial  capital  invested 
in  this  city  is  computed  to  be  between  3 and 
$4,000,000. 

Stocks.  At  New  York  U.  S.  bank  65;  at  Phila- 
delphia, U.  S.  bank  6 7j: ; Illinois  sixes  79;  Arkansas 
bonds  81. 

The  Philadelphia  board  uf  brokers  have  adopted 
a rule  to  charge  a commission  of  one  quarter  of  one 


per  cent,  on  the  par  value  of  all  stocks,  loans,  &c. 
without  regard  to  the  market  price.  No  commis- 
sion to  be  less  than  6J  cents  per  share  on  any  stock, 
the  par  of  which  is  less  than  twenty-five  dollars. 

\_Philada.  Inquirer. 

The  silk  business.  There  is  no  subject  aside 
from  politics,  which  is  creating  more  interest 
among  every  class  of  people  at  the  present  time, 
than  that  of  the  culture  of  silk,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  one  of  the  staple  commodities  of  this 
country.  Almost  every  person  is  awake  to  the 
subject;  and  very  many,  from  the  little  experience 
and  information  they  have  been  able  to  get  in  the 
trial  of  making  silk  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
“that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  more  than 
enough  of  silk  will  be  made  in  this  country  to  sup- 
ply her  own  markets,  and  of  as  good  quality  as  that 
imported.”  We  have  seen  a number  of  samples  of 
sewing  silk,  of  late,  made  by  persons  in  this  vicini- 
ty, which  fully  equals  the  Italian  silk,  both  in 
strength  and  durability.  Letters  have  been  sent  U3 
from  different  parts  of  the  country,  for  information 
upon  this  subject,  as  to  the  result  of  the  experience 
of  those  in  this  place,  who  had  been  engaged  for 
some  time  past,  in  feeding  worms  and  making  silk; 
and  we  intend,  after  the  present  political  campaign 
is  over,  to  give  this  subject,  among  others,  its  due 
attention,  and  receive  such  information  from  our 
friends  as  they  may  be  willing  to  give  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  aiding  the  advancement  of  the  silk  culture. 

[ Northampton  Cour. 

Steamers.  The  British  Queen  left  New  York 
on  the  1st  inst.  with  fifty  passengers,  $420,000  in 
specie,  and  a full  freight  of  merchandise,  and  a very 
large  amount  of  bills  in  payment  of  dividends  on 
stocks,  &c. 

Steamboats.  The  ill-fated  Persian  has  reached 
St.  Louis.  The  Bulletin  says:  “We  learn  from  the 
officers  that  twenty-five  of  the  unfortunate  suffer- 
ers have  already  died,  and  that  there  are  two  more 
must  die  soon.  There  are  nine  others  scalded  who 
will  probably  recover.” 

The  Express , owing  to  some  derangement,  ex- 
ploded her  boilers  on  the  15th  ult.  about  fifteen 
miles  below  St.  Stephens,  Alabama.  Five  or  six 
persons  were  instantly  killed,  and  a number  badly 
injured,  amongst  the  latter  were  the  captain,  Mc- 
Gune,  Anderson,  mate,  and  Weaver,  steward.  A 
barge  was  in  tow  along  side,  at  the  time,  into 
which  one  of  the  boilers  was  blown — the  other  was 
blown  overboard. 

The  W.  W.  Fry,  a new  iron  steamboat  from 
Louisville,  intended  for  the  Alabama  waters,  has 
made  her  first  trip  to  New  Orleans.  The  passengers 
publish  a card,  commending  her  highly. 

The  Flying  Dutchman,  with  a heavy  cargo,  bound 
for  Louisville,  struck  a snag  at  Deadman’s  Island, 
30  miles  below  Natchez,  and  sunk  in  seven  minutes, 
a total  loss. 

The  Elba,  bound  for  St.  Louis,  was  sunk  at  Bu- 
ford’s Landing,  150  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  a total  loss. 

The  Bunker  Hill  is  aground  high  and  dry  at  Wil- 
son’s bar,  mouth  of  Red  river;  and  the  Massachusetts 
at  Salt  river,  her  main  shaft  broken. 

Temperance.  During  the  year  ending  30th 
September  last,  3,832,718  gallons  of  spirituous  li- 
quors, and  6,473,219  gallons  of  wine  weie  imported 
into  the  United  States,  being  278,430  gallons  more 
of  spirits  than  has  been  imported  in  any  one  year 
for  the  last  six  years.  Friends  of  the  temperance 
reform,  wake  up! 

Temperance  in  Russia.  A letter  received 
from  Mr.  Baird  at  the  office  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Union,  states,  that  he  had  a very  pleasing 
interview  with  the  emperor  of  Russia,  at  his  palace 
at  Psarskeo  Zelo,  and  had  dined  with  the  royal 
family.  His  majesty  and  the  grand  duke  manifest- 
ed ranch  interest  in  the  cause  of  temperance — per- 
mitted the  publication  of  the  history  of  temperance 
societies  in  the  Russ,  and  expressed  a wish  that  it 
might  also  be  translated  into  the  Finnish.  A dis- 
tinguished Russian  nobleman  in  Courland  was  so 
convinced  by  reading  the  history  in  German,  of  the 
evils  of  drinking  ardent  spirits,  that  he  agreed  to 
pay  the  government  the  sum  which  the  retailers 
had  undertaken  to  pay  for  their  licenses,  in  order  to 
have  no  brandy  sold  on  his  extensive  estates;  a fact 
worthy  of  the  best  times  of  temperance  in  any 
country. 

The  theatre,  Holliday  street,  Baltimore,  was 
sold  at  auction  on  the  2d  inst.  B.  I.  Cohen,  esq. 
was  the  purchaser — price  $20,000.  The  machinery 
and  fixtures  $1,000. 

Wheat.  At  New  York  $1  00;  at  Baltimore  SO 
a98  for  from  inferior  to  prime  red.  Sales  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  94a96  for  red,  99  for  white.  At  Alex- 
andria 15  to  20,000  bushels  red  sold  at  from  8-5u93, 
according  to  quality.  White  $1  05. 
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82T  Remittances  by  mail.  “A  posunasier  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  pablisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Someof  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questingthe  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
etters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  itcontains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 

NILES’ -NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

The  index  and  title  page  of  the  VIII  vol. 
new  series,  or  fifty-eighth  vol.  of  the  entire  work, 
was  forwarded  lo  the  subscribers  by  the  last  mail. 
The  delay  in  receiving  it,  the  editor  hopes,  w ill  be 
compensated  to  his  patrons  by  the  enlarged  and  com- 
prehensive method  he  has  adopted,  ol  placing  in  the 
index  the  entire  contents  of  the  volume,  and  that  in 
the  simplest  form  for  refeience,  and  which,  though 
immensely  more  laborious  to  the  compiler,  renders 
the  work  beyond  comparison  more  convenient  and 
useful  to  the  reader.  The  index  now  occupies  four- 
teen pages — formerly  it  was  comprised  in  from  four 
to  six  pages.  The  value  of  a Register  depends 
greatly  upon  the  index.  Nothing  is  more  vexa- 
tious Ilian  to  look  for  an  article  which  we  know  is 
embodied  in  a woik,  and  be  unable  to  find  it. 

To  have  had  in  the  course  of  the  fourteen  months 
elapsed  since  the  present  proprietor  took  charge  ot 
the  Register,  five  indexes  to  compile  for  it,  in  order 
to  supply  prior  omissions  and  keep  up  with  the 
current  volumes,  has  been  an  amount  of  labor  w hich 
no  one  can  form  an  estimate  ot  by  merely  tneasur 
ing  the  pages  they  occupy  in  type.  To  have  had 
this  to  perform  under  the  exceedingly  embarrassing 
circumstances  of  the  work  itself,  with  the  defeired 
numbers  of  nearly  three  months  to  bring  up,  and  all 
the  derangement  incident  thereto  in  the  accounts 
and  financial  concerns  ol  the  establishment,  and 
that  too,  at  a time  so  unpropitious  for  any  enterprize 
requiring  money  as  a means  for  its  accomplishment, 
has  been  a task  of  no  ordinary  labor  and  anxiety. — 
In  the  midst  of  these  difficulties,  indefatigable  per- 
severance alone  could  accomplish  what  has  been 
done.  His  course  has  been  onward  through  them 
all,  cheered  no  Ies3  by  the  evidence  of  what  has 
been  accomplished,  than  by  the  hopes  ol  what  is  in 
prospect.  The  work  is  once  more  brought  up  com- 
plete, and  its  series  of  the  history  of  the  times  since 
the  commencement  ot  the  publication  in  1311,  is 
uninterrupted.  The  kind  indulgence  of  those  pa- 
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trons  of  the  work  who  have  practically  sustained  it 
through  its  days  of  adversity,  is  a proof  of  the  esti- 
mation in  which  it  is  held,  and  the  increasing  pa- 
tronage which  he  has  received  is  the  more  grateful 
to  the  editor,  when  he  considers  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  has  been  extended. 

It  is  as  a National  Register — a record  of 
passing  events, — a faithful  transcript  of  the  times, 
and  depository  of  valuable  documents  and  statistics, 
that  the  publication  is  designed,  and  as  such  has 
acquired  a character  of  enviable  estimate  in  foreign 
couriti les  as  well  as  throughout  the  United  States. 
Possessing  nearly  all  the  advantages  of  a daily 
newspaper,  divested  in  a great  measure  of  their  er- 
rors, and  entirely  without  their  heavy  columns  of 
advertisements  in  which  so  few  take  an  interest, 
and  those  few  only  for  the  day,  the  Register  res- 
cues from  oblivion  arid  preserves  in  a convenient 
form  for  reference,  all  the  most  important  and  au- 
thentic articles  that  the  newspapers  contain,  and 
which,  but  for  such  a depository,  would  often,  ir.  a 
short  time,  be  inquired  for  in  vain.  Whatever  is 
material,  belonging  to  the  history  of  the  times,  is 
recorded  in  the  pages  of  the  Register  in  a form  to  be 
available  for  future  use,  including  so  much  of  the 
politics  of  the  day  as  to  furnish  a fair  and  impartial 
development  of  the  principles  avowed  by,  or  attri- 
buted lo,  every  party,  as  it  uses  or  falls,  at  the  same 
time  avoiding  carefully  all  participation  in  the  bit- 
ter animosities  which  are  so  often  engendered  by 
party  strife.  Discarding  the  light  literature  and 
fictions  which  are  so  abundant  elsew  here,  the  Re- 
gister is  proposed  as  a matter  of  fact  record, 
where  impartial  truth  may  be  found  in  reference  to 
men  and  measures.  More  matter  interesting  to  the 
generality  of  readers,  w ill  be  found  in  its  sixteen 
closely  printed  pages,  issued  every  week,  than  in 
the  columns  of  almost  any’  daily  newspaper  for  the 
same  time,  and  with  this  decided  advantage,  that  it 
is  furnished  in  a form  suitable  for  preservation  and 
convenient  for  rpferpnee,  and  that  too,  at  considera- 
bly less  than  half  the  cost  of  a daily  paper,  if  postage 
be  included  in  the  calculation.  After  serving  its 
purpose  as  a journal  of  the  day,  it  is  retained  and 
becomes  one  ol  the  most  valuable  of  books  in  the 
library  of  its  patron,  to  the  pages  of  which  he  may 
in  aftertime  recur  for  the  establishment  of  facts  in 
which  none  of  us  can  be  without  an  interest.  A 
publication  having  such  an  object  and  such  advan- 
tages ought  to  commend  itself  to  generous  support. 

Experience  has  suggested  that  the  work  is  sus- 
ceptible of  material  improvements,  which  the  editor 
is  ambitious  of  effecting,  so  soon  as  he  can  com- 
mand the  requisite  means.  For  which  however  he 
has  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  punctuality  of  his 
patrons . 

Extra  session  of  congrf.ss.  A Cincinnati 
paper  suggests,  that  ttie  probability  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion should  admonish  such  of  the  states  as  have  not 
yet  elected  representatives,  to  make  provisions  for 
such  a contingency.  So  far  as  Maryland  is  con- 
cerned, the  law  directs  the  governor,  in  such  case 
to  issue  his  proclamation  for  an  election  at  a period 
prior  to  the  usual  time.  It  is  probable  that  the 
other  states  have  observed  the  like  precaution. 

But  our  motive  for  noticing  the  article  is,  to  ex- 
press surprise  and  regret  at  having  met  with  such 
an  intimation.  Congn  ss  has  but  this  moment  as- 
sembled and  organized  for  the  purpose  of  legislat- 
ing, not  only  for  the  period  between  this  and  the 
4th  of  March,  when  their  term  expires,  but  until 
the  constitutional  period  for  the  reassembling  of 
congress.  The  considerate  of  all  parties  would  pro- 
test against  adopting  the  idea  that  each  new  presi- 
dent is  ot  course  to  have  an  extra  session  of  con- 
gress convened  upon  his  inauguration.  The  ne- 
cessity in  this  instance,  it  strikes  us,  can  only  arise 
lioin  inexcusable  neglect  in  the  present  congress 
to  perforin  the  duties  which  lie  before  them.  An 
extra  session  is  advised  mainly  under  the  impres- 
sion that  there  may  not  be  adequate  means  provided 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  treasury.  Upon  the 
present  congress  devolves  the  duty  to  see  to  that, 
and  it  is  not  lair  to  presume  that  they  will  so  far 
fail  in  the  performance  of  their  obligations.  On 
the  contrary  we  have  a right  to  expect  that  the  duty 
will  be  performed.  The  very  suggestion  that  it  may 
be  postponed,  because  an  extra  session  is  contem- 
plated, strikes  ns  to  be  exceedingly  impolitic  as  well 
as  improper. 


The  constitution  has  wisely  provided  that  the  exe 
cutivc  term  shall  commence,  not  with  the  commence- 
ment, but  with  the  conclusion  of  the  congressional 
session.  Few  men,  perhaps  no  man,  especially  if  he 
has  never  served  in  the  executive  cabinet,  could  at 
once  feel  himself  entirely  at  home  in  assuming  the 
highly  responsible  duties  required  of  a chief  magis- 
trate of  this  union.  Time  is  required  even  to  apprise 
him  of  the  views  and  relations  ot  the  respective  mem- 
bers ot  the  cabinet  which  he  assembles  from  various 
sections  of  the  union  lo  aid  him  in  council.  Much 
is  to  be  learned  of  the  various  ramifications  of  the 
departments,  in  their  practical  details — as  well  as  of 
general  state  policy,  before  he  feels  entirely  quali- 
fied to  “advise”  the  legislative  department  of  the 
government.  The  machine  by  which  twenty'  mil- 
lions of  freemen  can  be  well  governed,  is  necessa- 
rily complex,  and  requires  some  proficiency  and  an 
educated  mind  to  manage  it  well. 

In  cases  of  emergency,  or  of  a failure  in  tiie  pre- 
sent cot. gross  to  leave  the  rountry  with  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  period  of  recess,  an  exlra  session 
w'ould  be  indispensable,  but  it  is  surely  unwise,  not 
to  say  illiberal,  to  predicate  upon  such  supposition. 
The  new  executive  are  entitled  to  the  advantage  of 
the  time  which  the  constitution  affords,  to  familiar- 
ise themselves  with  their  stations  and  prepare  with 
due  deliberation,  any  proposition  for  a material 
change  of  national  policy. 


FROM  TEXAS  AND  MEXICO. 

Infamous  treachery.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin 
of  the  30th  ult.  brings  ns  Tampico  dates  to  the  17th, 
and  Vera  Cruz  to  the  4th,  showing  a most  attrocious 
specimen  of  treachery. 

The  circumstances  are  briefly  these:  On  the  de- 
feat of  the  federal  army  at  Morelos  in  March  last, 
Canales,  Molano  and  Cardenas,  escaped  to  Texas, 
where  they  were  hospitably  treated  by  the  people. 
Alter  failing  to  engage  the  Texian  government  in 
their  plans  in  Mexico,  they  persuaded  3 number  of 
the  youth  of  Texas  to  join  them  in  an  invasion  of 
the  country,  holding  out  the  hope  of  an  easy  inarch 
to  the  city  of  Mexico,  then  in  a state  of  revolt. 
On  arriving  at  Rio  Grande,  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  revolution  in  the  capital  had  proved  a failure. 
This  produced  a secret  consultation  among  the  fe- 
deral chiefs,  to  buy  peace  with  the  dominant  faction 
at  home  by  an  act  of  perfidy  to  their  foreign  allies. 
They  were  consequently  decoyed  into  the  interior 
as  far  as  Victoria,  and  delivered  over  to  general 
Montego.  Here,  on  the  23d,  the  Texians  were 
abandoned  to  the  enemy,  five  times  their  number. 
They  were  slaughtered  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
lighting  heroically  to  the  last.  One  hundred  ami 
fifty  of  them  were  thus  butchered. 

At  Matatnoras,  the  inhabitants  celebrated  this 
great  victory  with  bells  and  cannon! 

The  correspondence  between  general  Arista  and 
these  bloodhounds,  leading  to  the  catastiophe  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Bulletin. 

Later.  Retreat  of  the  Xenophons.  Since  our 
publication  of  yesterday,  in  which  the  accounts 
from  our  correspondent  at  Matatnoras  left  more 
than  100  young  Texians  at  Saltillo,  about  to  be  sa- 
crificed at  the  shrine  of  cowardice — we  have  con- 
versed with  a passenger  from  Texas  by  the  New 
York,  Mr.  Ed.  Dwyer,  of  San  Antonio,  who  has 
communicated  to  us  some  new  and  heart  cheering 
facts.  Mr.  D.  was  only  six  days  from  San  Anto- 
nio to  Houston,  and  on  the  journey  put  up  at  a 
house  where  col.  Jordan  (the  commander  of  the 
1 14  Texians  whom  the  Mexicans  had  planned  to 
murder)  had  just  before  stopped  for  refreshment. 
Mr.  Dwyer  learned,  and  has  no  doubt  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  information,  that  when  the  Texians 
became  convinced  of  the  intentions  and  treachery 
of  tile  Mexicans,  they  retired  by  themselves  to  a 
walled  enclosure  in  the  vicinity,  determined  to  face 
the  worst.  At  this  time  the  citizens  of  the  place, 
considering  the  contest  at  an  end,  opened  their 
houses  and  shops  and  give  the  soldiers  whatever 
they  wished  to  eat  or  drink. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the  bulk  of  them  got 
beastly  drunk;  and  in  this  situation  they  were  order- 
ed by  their  commander  to  attack  the  outlaws,  (as 
the  Texians  were  termed).  The  battle  commenced 
about  2 P.  M.  and  lasted  npar9  hours  Tile  Texians 
were  well  protected  from  the  fire  ol  the  assailants 

and  were  moreover  well  armed,  and  abundantly 

supplied  with  ammunition.  The  result  was,  that 
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the  ignorant  and  intoxicated  cowards  who  assailed 
them,  incapable  of  inflict  ing  injury,  were  slaughter- 
ed on  all  hands.  At  this  juncture,  the  besieged 
sallied  forth  and  captured  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
which  they  turned  upon  the  enemy,  and  mowed 
them  down  like  grass.  More  than  four  hundred  of 
the  treacherous  foes  were  left  lifeless  on  the  ground 
on  that  night,  by  this  small  branch  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race. 

The  Texians,  having  cleared  the  field,  supplied 
themselves  with  apparel  (of  which  they  were  much 
in  want)  and  other  spoils  of  victory,  and  commenc- 
ed their  march  homeward,  and  pursued  their  way 
without  molestation — having  lost  only  four  compa- 
nions killed  in  the  fight,  and  one  who  died  from 
disease. 

[The  above  is  confirmed  by  another  letter  from  a 
responsible  source]. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

Results — so  far  as  ascertained. 


Electoral  vote.  Aggregate  vote. 


STATES. 

Harri- 

Van 

Harri- 

Van 

son. 

Buren. 

son. 

Buren. 

Maine, 

10 

0 

46,612 

46,201 

New  Hampshire,  0 

7 

25,483 

31,919 

Vermont, 

7 

0 

32,445 

18,009 

Massachusetts, 

14 

0 

72,913 

52,368 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

0 

5,157 

3,181 

Connecticut, 

8 

0 

31.212 

24  888 

New  York, 

42 

0 

225,812 

212,519 

New  Jersey, 

8 

0 

33,362 

31,034 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

0 

144,018 

143,675 

Delaware, 

3 

0 

5.967 

4,872 

Mary  land. 

10 

0 

33,529 

. 28,754 

Virginia, 

0 

23 

41,405 

42,818 

North  Carolina 

, 15 

0 

46,376 

33,782 

South  Carolina, 

. o 

11 

10,000 

Georgia, 

11 

0 

40,349 

31,989 

Alabama, 

0 

7 

28,471 

33,991 

Mississippi, 

4 

0 

Lou  siaua, 

6 

0 

11,293 

7,596 

Arkansas, 

0 

3 

Tennessee, 

15 

0 

Kentucky, 

15 

0 

58,4S9 

32,616 

Ohio, 

21 

0 

148,141 

124,780 

Indiana, 

9 

0 

65.276 

51,695 

Illinois, 

0 

5 

45,537 

47,476 

iti  issuuri. 

0 

4 

Michigan, 

3 

0 

22,911 

21,106 

234  60 

Necessary  to  a choice  148. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  presidential 
election,  stated  thus: 

NEW  ENGLAND  STATES. 

1840.  1036. 


r 

N 

states.  Harrison. 

V.  Buren. 

Whig 

V.  Buren. 

Maine 

46  612 

46.201 

15,239 

22.990 

N.  Hampshire  26,158 

32.761 

6.228 

20,097 

Vermont 

32,441 

18,009 

20,990 

14.039 

Massachusetts  72,913 

52,471 

42,247 

34.474 

Rtiode  Island 

5,213 

3,263 

2,710 

2,964 

Connecticut 

31,598 

25,282 

18,749 

19,291 

214.935 

177,987 

106,163 

113,855 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

New  York 

225.858 

212,568 

138.543 

166,815 

Pennsylvania 

144,018 

143,675 

87,111 

91,475 

Maryland 

33,559 

28,754 

25,852 

22.268 

New  Jersey 

33,362 

31,034 

26,892 

26  347 

Delaware 

5,963 

4,872 

4,738 

4,155 

442,760 

420.903 

283,136 

311,060 

WESTERN  STATES. 

Ohio 

148,157 

124,782 

105,405 

96,948 

Indiana 

65.276 

51,695 

41.281 

32,480 

Kentucky 

58,489 

32.616 

36  955 

33,435 

Michigan 

22,911 

21,106 

4,080 

7,360 

Hunois 

45,537 

47,476 

14,983 

18,097 

Missouri 

7,000 

8,337 

10.995 

Tennessee 

59,054 

47,482 

35,962 

26,120 

399,424 

332,157 

247,003 

225,435 

SOUTHERN  STATES 

Virginia 

41,405 

42.818 

23  368 

30.261 

North  Carolina 46,376 

33,782 

23,626 

26,910 

South  Carolina 

10,000 

10,000 

Alabama 

28,471 

33,991 

15,637 

19,068 

Mississippi 

2,000 

9,688 

9,979 

Arkansas 

2,500 

1,238 

2,400 

Louisiana 

11,296 

7,596 

3,383 

3,653 

Georgia 

40,264 

31,933 

24,930 

22,126 

169,832 

162,620 

101,870 

124,397 

South  Carolina  choosing  her  electors  by  the  legis- 
lature, there  is  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  popu- 
lar vole — esuwate  10,000  Van  Buren  majority. 


From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  eve- 
ry section  of  the  union  gives  Harrison  a majority, 
and  also  what  has  been  the  whig  gain  since  1836: 


1840. 


1836. 


New  England,  . . 

Middle  states,  . . 

Western  states,  . . 

Southern  states,  . . 

Harr. 

36,948 

21,857 

67,267 

7,212 

Whig. 

V.  B. 
7,692 
27,924 

21,568 

22.527 

Har.  maj.  1840, 

133,284 

36,575 

21,568 

58.143 
21  568 

Whig  gain  since  1836, 

169,859 

36,575 

THE  ANNUAL 

TREASURY 

REPORT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu 
ry,  yesterday  laid  before  congress,  states  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  1840  as  lollows: 

Receipts. 

The  receipts  and  means  for  1840,  exclusive  of 
trusts  and  the  post  office,  have  been  as  follows: 

The  available  balance  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1840,  is  computed  to 
have  been 

During  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
present  year,  the  nett  receipts 
from  customs  were 
During  the  same  period  from  public 
lands 

Miscellaneous 

Estimated  receipts  fourth  quarter 
from  all  other  sources 


$2,246,749  00 


10,689,884  78 

2,630,217  25 
77,660  98 


3,800,000  00 

These  make  the  aggregate  ordinary 
receipts  for  the  year  $17,197,763  01 

Add  the  estimated  receipts  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest  in  1840,  out  of 
what  was  due  from  former  depo- 
sits banks 

Add  alsothe  estimated  receiptsfrom 
fourth  bond  of  the  United  States 
bank 

Add  lor  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
instead  of  others  ledeemed 


850,000  00 


2,500,000  00 


5,440,000  00 


8,790,000  00 


Aggregate  from  these  additional 
sources 

Which  make  the  total  means  in 
1840,  as  ascertained  and  estimat- 
ed $28,234,512  01 

Expenditures. 

The  expenditures  toi  1840,  exclusive  of  trusts 
and  the  post  office,  have  been  as  follow  s: 

For  first  three  quarters,  civil,  diplo- 
matic and  miscellaneous 
Same,  military 

Same,  naval 

Estimates  by  the  treasury'  (though 
higher  by  other  departments)  lor 
all  expenses  lor  fourth  quaiter 


4,118,248  64 
8,750,784  52 
4,620,316  35 


5,000,000  00 


Aggregate  of  current  expenses, 

whole  year  $22,4S9,349  51 

Add  lor  funded  debt  and  interest 
for  cities  of  District  of  Columbia, 
ascertained  and  estimated 
Redemption  of  treasury  notes,  in- 
cluding principal  and  interest,  for 
three  first  quarters 
Estimate  of  notes  that  will  be  re- 
deemed in  fourth  quarter 


100,000  00 


3,629,306  61 


425,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  of  expendi- 
tures or  payments  $26,643,656  12 

Leaving  an  available  balance  in  the 
treasury  on  Dec.  31,  1840,  com- 
puted at  1,590,855  89 


$28,234,512  ( 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  1841. 
Receipts. 

In  hastily  running  our  eye  over  the  report,  w 
gather  that  the  receipts  under  existing  laws  are  e 
timated  to  be  probably  as  lollow's: 

From  customs. 

From  lands, 

Miscellaneous, 

Expected  balance  in  the  treasury, 

Jan.  1,  1840, 


$19,000,01 
3, 500, 0< 

so,o< 


1,580,8: 


Due  from  banks  expected  to  be 
made  available,  about 
A power  will  exist  under  the  act  of 
31st  March,  1840,  to  issue  trea- 
sury notes  till  a year  from  its  pas- 
sage expires,  but  not  to  make  the 
whole  emission  outstanding  at 
any  one  time  exceed  five  millions 
of  dollars;  this  will  furnish  addi- 


$24,160,8 

220,0 


tional  means  equal  to  the  com- 
puted amount  which  can  be  is- 
sued at  the  close  of  the  present 
year,  about  342,618 


Expenditures. 

Ordinary  purposes,  il  congress 
make  no  reduction  in  the  appro- 
priations requested  by  the  ditf’er- 
ent  departments,  estimated  at 
This  would  leave,  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  a balance  estimated  at 
But  certain  payments  must  also  be 
made  on  account  of  the  lunded 
and  unfunded  debt,  unless  con- 
gress authorise  contracts  to  be 
tormed  lor  extending  the  time  of 
their  payment;  thus  there  w ill  be 
required  on  account  of  the  fund- 
ed debt 

Redemption  of  treasury  notes,  if  all 
the  others  be  issued,  which  can 
be  under  the  present  law,  as  then 
the  amount  returned  in  1841  will 
probably  not  exceed 


$24,723,473 


$19,250,000 

,5,473,473 


149,200 


4,500,000 


$4,649,200 

Estimated  balance  in  the  treasury 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1841,  af- 
ter all  payments  whatsoever  ' $824,273 

This  is  all  the  information  which,  in  the  hasty 
glance  we  could  give  the  report  ol  the  secretary,  we 
w'ereable  to  extract  for  the  information  ol  our  read- 
ers. The  report  will  be  i serled  at  large  at  an 
early  day.  [ National  Intelligencer. 


Revenue  cutters  on  winter  service.  The 
following  is  a copy  of  an  older  recently  issued  in 
respect  to  the  employment  of  the  revenue  cutter  at 
Boston,  Mass.  Similar  orders  hare  been  issued 
to  the  officer  designated  to  command  during  the 
cruise,  in  the  cases  of  the  Madison,  at  Wilmington, 
Delaware;  the  Yancey,  at  Noriolk;  the  Van  Bvren, 
at  Baltimore,  and  the  Jackson,  at  New  York,  vary- 
ing only  as  to  the  cruising  ground,  places  where 
til  y are  to  obtain  winter  supplies,  and  to  what  port 
they  are  to  return  at  the  close  of  the  cruise. 

ll  is  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  these  vessels  wifi 
prove  efficient  in  preserving  many  lives  and  much 
property,  in  the  winter  inclemencies,  on  our  north- 
ern coast:  [Globe. 

Treasury  department  Nov  30t/i.  1840. 

Sir:  As  the  season  is  appioaching  when  much 
suffering  and  distress  experienced  by  vessels  bound 
to  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  from  long  voyages, 
may  be  alleviated  by  the  agency  of  the  revenue 
cutters,  while  cruising  on  the  coast,  in  discharge  of 
the  duties  enjoined  by  law,  I have  thought  it  advi-  J» 
sable  to  designate  the  revenue  cutter  Hamilton 
especially  lor  that  service,  and  to  assign  you  to  the 
command  ol  her.  Accordingly,  von  are  directed  to 
ship  a sufficient  crew,  and  to  put  the  vessel  in  a 
condition  for  effective  sen  ice. 

To  enable  you  to  afford  the  required  assistance  to 
vessels  and  crews  in  all  cases  ot  distress,  it  will  be 
proper  that  you  should  have  an  extra  number  of 
hands  for  the  cruise,  and  that  you  should  cairy  pro- 
visions, fuel,  water  and  other  necessary  supplies, 
in  such  quantities  as  can  be  conveniently  slowed, 
and  as,  in  your  opinion,  the  necessities  ol  the  occa- 
sion may  demand. 

Thus  prepared,  you  are  directed  to  cruise  on  the 
coast  as  lar  north  as  Portland,  and  to  call  at  Ports- 
mouth occasionally,  at  least  once  in  every  month, 
keeping  as  close  to  the  main  land  as  may  be  con- 
sistant  with  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  not  going 
into  port  oltener  than  you  may  be  required  to  do  so 
from  stress  of  weather  or  w ant  of  supplies.  On  all 
such  occasions  you  will  immediately  report  to  the 
department  the  cause  of  such  return  to  port.  When 
supplies  are  required  during  the  winter,  you  will  of 
course  obtain  them  at  Boston. 

While  cruising  yon  w ill  speak  all  vessels  ap- 
proaching  the  coast  which  you  may  fall  in  with, 
and  afford  to  those  requiring  aid  or  relief  such  as- 
sistance as  may  be  adapted  to  their  condition  and 
necessities,  and  as  it  may  be  in  ymur  power  to  ren- 
der. 

And  that  any  supplies  thus  furnished  may  be  duly 
accounted  for,  you  will  charge  them  at  the  cost 
value,  and  take  the  bills  of  the  masters  of  the  ves- 
sels to  whom  they  may  be  delivered,  or  their  own- 
ers or  consignees,  for  the  amount. 

Alter  the  severity  ol  the  weather  shall  have  pass- 
ed, you  will  return  to  Boston  and  deliver  the  bills 
thus  tsrken  to  the  collector  lor  collection,  who  will 
be  instructed  how  to  dispose  of  the  proceed-'. 

You  will  immediately  report  to  the  collector  at 
Boston  what  supplies  are  needed  before  ton  com- 
mence your  cruise,  he  having  been  instructed  to 
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prjviile  them  on  your  making  such  report  to  him . 
1 a.n,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lkvi  Woodbury,  sec  ofihe  treasury. 
Captain.  Josiah  Slursiss,  comm  Vidius'  the  revenue 
cutter  Hamilton,  Boston , Mussuchusetls. 


The  NORTHEASTERN'  BOUNDARY.  The  St. 
Johns  (N.  B.)  Courier  states  that  the  British  com- 
missioners appointed  to  run  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  American  possessions  of  Gieat  Britain 
and  the  United  Slates,  have  finished  their  labors  for 
the  present  season,  having  completed  t tie  survey  ol 
the  due  north  line  troiri  the  river  St.  John  to  the 
Beaver  stream,  on  the  Motis.  From  thence  the 
commissioners  proceeded  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  river  Otmlle,  with  the  intention  of  passing  up 
ttiat  river  and  examining  the  highlands  at  its 
souices.  They  started  the  last  week  in  October 
for  that  purpose,  but  heavy  arid  continued  snow 
storms  forced  them  to  relinquish  their  operations. 
From  Hie  river  Ouelle  the  commissioners  proceed- 
ed to  Quebec;  from  thence,  lieutenant  Bioughton, 
R.  E.  one  ot  the  commissioners,  went  to  New 
York,  on  his  way  to  England.  Mr.  Featherston- 
haugli,  the  younger,  remains  at  Quebec  lor  the  pre- 
sent, making  up  the  returns  and  completing  the 
plans. 

The  boundary.  Mr.  Luily,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  prolessor  Renwick’s  pai ty  of  boundary 
commissioners  arrived  here  in  the  western  stage  un 
Thursday,  Iroin  New  York  on  his  route  to  head 
quarters,  whither  he  goes  to  obtain  some  topogra- 
phical information  relative  to  the  river  St.  John, 
which  the  American  commissioners  requiiein  mak- 
ing out  their  forthcoming  report.  Mr.  L.  informs 
us  that  in  his  late  survey,  he  explored  nearly  the 
whole  extent  ot  country  between  this  place  and  the 
St.  Lawrence,  which  he  represents  as  a most 
desolate  and  barren  region.  Nothing  but  bogs, 
lakes  and  marshes,  with  some  broken  and  irregular 
ridges  ol  highlands,  covered  with  a stunted  giowlh 
of  moss  clad  trees,  meet  the  eye  alter  leaving  the 
St.  John  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  The  dif- 
ferent parties  after  exploring  the  sources  of  nearly 
all  the  streams  and  the  livers  in  that  section,  ren 
d •zvoused  at  Temiscouata  the  21st  ult.  from  whence 
they  proceed  to  Quebec  and  N.  York.  1 lie  parties 
ttiat  went  up  the  Kennebec  and  Penobscot,  we  un- 
iimlerstand,  have  aiso  returned,  thus  completing  the 
whole  American  survey,  with  the  exception  of  run- 
ning the  meridian  by  lunar  observations,  (which 
however  cannot  very  materially  affect  the  great 
question  at  issue,  at  the  present  moment),  now  go- 
ing on  under  the  direction  of  in  ijor  Graham,  whose 
parly  is  encamped  on  Park  Hill,  about  7 miles  to  the 
S.  W.  ol  Woodstock,  ai  d which  cannot  be  complet- 
ed under  two  years  if  extended  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
4r>  it  probably  will  be.  [ Woodstock  dimes. 

Resumption  in  Philadelphia.  It  is  gene- 
rally known  that  a negotiation  has  for  some  time 
been  in  progress,  between  the  banks  of  Boston  and 
certain  banks  of  Philadelphia,  having  lor  its  object 
the  complete  and  entire  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  that  city.  This  object  so  de- 
sirable in  every  point  of  view,  a determining  whe- 
ther a sound  01  a depieciated  currency  shall  prevail 
not  only  in  P oil  idelphia,  but  throughout  the  country 
south  and  west  of  that  city,  seems  likely  to  be  de- 
feated through  the  miserable  j alousies  existine-  be- 
tween the  rival  cities  ol  N -w  York  and  Philadelphia. 
As  much  misapprehension  exists  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  some  lacts  ami  remarks  connected  with  it 
may  he  interesting  to  the  public,  and  enable  them  to 
correct  some  of  the  erroneous  views  which  exist  in 
certain  quarters. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  embarrassment  of  the 
United  States  bank  was  the  cause  of  the  geneial 
suspension  which  took  place  in  Philadelphia  in  Oc- 
tober, 1839.  The  banks  of  that  city  thought  pro- 
per to  unite  their  fortunes  with  that  institution. 
They  all  stopped  payment  in  complaisance  to  this 
their  favorite  idol,  whose  credit  they  thought  it  he- 
resy to  doubt — and  which,  in  tlfeir  opinion,  could  do 
no  wrong.  By  degrees  they  withdrew  their  own 
notes  from  circulation,  and  left  the  United  States 
bank  to  supply  the  entire  circulating  medium  ofihe 
cityu  I hey  did  more,  they  joined  ina  representation 
to  the  legislature  ol  Pennsylvania,  which  had  the 
effect  ol  procuring  the  passage  ol  a law  suspendin'' 
the  existing  penalties  applicable  to  delinquent  banks” 
until  ihe  15th  January,  1841.  In  all  this,  we  think 
Philadelphia  was  acting  in  a manner  unworthy  ol 
hersell — she  inflicted  an  injury  to  the  amount  ol 
millions  on  New  England,  by  refusing  toiulfil  her 
contracts  except  iri  a currency  greatly  depreciated. 
Bhe  has  let  go  by  tne  period  most  favorable  to  re- 
sumption dining  the  long  stagnation  ol  bumness, 
when  capital  was  laying  idle  in  New  Yoi  k and  Bus- 
on,  and  freely  ottered  to  hei  on  hei  own  terms. 


At  length  she  has,  in  some  measure,  come  to  her 
senses.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  so  far 
improved  its  condition,  that  an  intelligent  commit- 
tee of  its  directors,  after  a laboiious  investigation 
into  the  state  of  its  all  airs,  have  certifi  -d  to  its  ability 
to  commence  and  sustain  specie  payments,  on  or  be 
lore  the  loth  January  next,  provided  the  debt  ol  live 
millions  due  to  the  oilier  banks  of  Philadelphia  shall 
be  extended  from  9 to  18  months. 

To  this  proposal  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  have 
agreed,  provided  they  can  obtain  a similar  c edit  or 
extension  loi  one-hall  the  sum,  being  about  the  ha- 
lluces due  from  the  banks  ol  Philadelphia  to  New 
York  and  New  England.  For  this  amount  of  two 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars  the  principal  banks  ol 
Philadelphia  (except  the  United  States  bank)  pio- 
pnses  to  give  their  own  negotiable  notes,  payable  in 
New  York,  at  the  like  terms  of  9 to  18  months, 
with  interest  at  the  rale  of  nine  per  cent.  This  pio- 
position  was  the  lesnlt  of  a visit  to  Boston,  made  by 
a committee  ol  the  Philadelphia  banks.  I1  is  doing 
what  Boston  has  for  the  la-tsix  months  been  inging 
Philadelphia  to  do,  and  to  elfect  which,  New  Yoik 
has  constantly  offered  her  co-operation.  The  pro- 
position has  been  favorably  received  in  Boston  and 
its  vicinity,  certain  of  her  banks,  with  those  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  some  mercantile  firms  connected 
with  manufacturing  establishments,  have  made  up 
Ihe  sum  of  one  million  and  a half  of  dollars,  and 
New  York  has  been  invited  to  furnish  the  remaining 
million  This  has  been  done  by  the  Boston  commit- 
tee, at  the  request  of  that  ol  Philadelphia,  who  stated 
as  a reason  lor  this  mode  of  application,  a w ish  to 
complete  the  wdiole  transaction  through  one  party, 
and  did  not  conceal  that  they  felt  a reluctance  to  ap- 
ply to  New  York,  under  an  apprehension  that  they 
might  meet  a refusal. 

The  application  the)'  made  met  a favorable  recep- 
tion from  certain  influential  individuals,  who  viewed 
it  as  a matter  of  great  public  interest,  which  should 
not  be  defeated  by  a mere  question  of  form,  but  (lie 
banks  generally,  the  great  banking  interest,  consi- 
dered the  mode  of  application  through  Boston  high- 
ly objectionable,  as  implying  a state  of  feeling  in 
New  York  which  did  not  exist,  but  stated  generally, 
that  if  Philadelphia  had  asked  for  the  loan  of  a mil- 
lion of  dollars  or  a much  greater  sum  to  enable  them 
to  resume,  it  would  have  been  granted  without 
Ihe  slightest  difficulty.  Under  these  circumstances, 
one  ol  the  New  York  banks  gave  a lormal  inii 
talion  to  the  Philadelphia  committee  to  come  on 
to  New  York  and  negotiate  directly  with  the  New 
York  banks,  with  stiong  assurances  of  success  in 
case  of  doing  so.  The  Bo-ton  committee  joined 
their  recommendations  to  this  course,  as  the  only 
mode  in  w hich  the  object  could  piobably  be  effected. 

But  by  this  time  the  Philadelphia  committee  had 
caught  the  infection  pf  diplomatic  etiquette  and  had 
become  as  difficult  and  tenacious  in  matters  of  form 
as  the  banks  of  New  York  It  would  be  beneath 
their  dignity  to  treat  with  New  York  directly,  after 
Having  indicated  a dilierent  couise,  and  alter  having 
put  themselves  in  the  hands  ol  the  Boston  commit- 
tee— and  thus  this  important  object  is  in  a fair  way 
to  fail  altogether. 


moral  point  of  view  must  be  considered  entirely  in- 
nocent. 


It  would  be  absurd  however  to  suppose  (hat  this 
point  of  etiquette  is  the  real  difficulty — where  there 
is  a will  it  is  easy  to  find  a way  New  York  cannot 
be  insensible  to  the  immense  impoi ranee  to  hei 
trade  of  her  restoration  of  the  currency  throughout 
the  whole  United  States,  which  no  one  doubts  will 
immediately  follow  upon  a resumption  in  Philadel- 
phia. But  New  York  is  unwilling  to  be  instrumen- 
tal in  assi  ting  the  United  Suites  bank  to  resume, 
under  the  belief  that  by  withholding  her  aid  that  in- 
stitution will  be  compelled  to  go  into  a state  of  li- 
quidation, under  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  requiring  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  on  the  15th  January 
next.  Supposing  tins  result  would  follow,  it  may 
well  be  questioned  whether  it  would  be  good  policy 
to  push  matters  to  this  extremity.  Supposing  the 
bank  to  be  permitted  to  settle  and  wind  up  its  ow  n 
affairs,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  more  can 
be  saved  from  the  wreck  lor  the  stockholders  than 
if  it  be  forced  into  a legal  liquidation  under  the  law. 
It  is  true  that  on  the  supposition  that  the  banks 
w ere  to  be  considered  a moral  agent,  its  misdeeds 
have  been  such  as  would  fully  justify  the  highest  de- 
gree of  penal  retribution.  But  it  cannot  be  viewed 
in  this  li.ht.  It  is  admitted  that  Mr.  Biddle  has 
been  sole  manager  of  llm  bank  and  is  sole  author  ol 
its  misfortunes,  and  public  opinion  is  visiting  upon 
him  the  only  penalty  in  the  power  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

It  is  true  the  directors  may  justly  be  charged  with 
sins  of  ouii-sion,  and  it  is  impossible  to  appiove 
their  concealment  of  the  actual  state  of  its  affairs 
since  the  suspension.  B it  the  losses  caused  by 


It  is  also  a question  whether  it  is  good  policy  un- 
necessarily to  indict  the  severe  blow  upon  all  Ame- 
rican ciedit  andall  American  institutions  in  Europe 
which  would  result  fiom  putting  this  institution  into 
a state  of  acknowledged  bankruptcy.  But  tliai  is 
not  the  question.  However  much  it  may  be  w ished, 
the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States  will  not  go  into  liqui- 
dation. it  cannot  he  forced  into  it  without  the  co- 
operation of  the  Philadelphia  banks,  and  that  co  ope- 
ration they  will  not  give.  There  are  those  who  think 
tins  hank  cannot  continue  in  suspension  afier  the 
15th  January,  without  the  forfeiture  of  its  charter, 
under  the  late  law  of  Penns)  Ivania;  but  they  aie 
probably  mistaken.  The  bank  will  throw  itself 
upon  its  charter,  and  doubtless  be  sustained  on  the 
constitutional  ground  that  a subsequent  law  cannot 
enlarge  the  penalties  imposed  in  the  charter.  The 
other  banks  ol  Philadelphia  will  piobably  bring  them- 
selves w ithin  the  terms  of  that  law,  making  the  notes 
ot  the  United  States  bank  the  only  currency  of  the 
city. 

The  practicability  of  this  course  is  so  fully  relird 
on  in  Philadelphia,  that  it  fully  accounts  for  Ihe  in- 
lilference  of  their  committee  to  the  completion  of 
Ihe  arrangement,  and  their  tenacity  on  the  point  of 
etiquette  which  alone  stands  in  Ihe  way. 

The  Philadelphians  are  a peculiar  people  in  the 
matter  of  currency.  They  have  a strange  fondness 
for  inconvertible  paper — and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  committee  have  become  alarmed  at  the 
imaginary  evils  which  they  appiehend  may  overtake 
I h in  should  they  actually  venture  upon  a specie  re- 
presentingcnrrency.  Thus  the  real  question  for  New 
York  and  Boston  to  decide  is  whether  the  present 
system  shall  be  continued  indefinitely,  or  whether 
they  shall  put  their  balances  upon  interest  will)  I lie 
best  security,  payable  in  a sound  medium,  and  thus 
establish  at  once  a sound  currency  throughout  the 
entire  countiy. 

No  one  doubts  that  the  security  of  the  Philadel- 
phia banks  is  of  the  most  undoubted  character,  ami 
as  the  notes  bear  an  interest  of  six  percent,  it  would 
seem  that  the  transaction  involves  neither  risk  nor 
sacrifice.  At  the  same  lime  it  accomplishes  a na- 
tional object  ot  immense  importance. 

To  Boston  and  New  York,  it  is  a restoration  of 
their  commerce  to  the  old  i hannels  which  have  been 
choaked  up  and  obstructed  during  the  past  year. — 
To  Philadelphia  and  Baltiinoie  it  is  also  a restora- 
tion of  ciedit,  and  a relief  liom  all  the  curses  ol  a 
depreciated  and  fluctuating  currency. 

There  are  those  amongst  us  w ho  apprehend  that 
it  would  cripple  the  resources  ol  our  banks  and  oc- 
casion a pressuie  in  Ihe  money  market  We  believe 
there  is  no  ground  lor  these  apprehensions.  The 
bringing  into  available  use  so  much  southern  paper 
now  dead  and  useless,  will  add  greatly  to  our  resour- 
ces. The  vaults  ol  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and 

B iltimoie  are  abundantly  supplied  w ith  specie. 

Their  resumption  will  occasion  no  drain  upon  ours. 
On  the  contraiy,  Ihe  arrangement  will  open  the  now 
closed  vat^ts  ol  these  two  cities  io  the  ordinary  calls 
for  specie,  which  lias  now  to  be  met  by  N w York 
and  Boston  exclusively.  We  believe,  however,  the 
apprehensions  of  an  immediate  pressure  or.  the  mo- 
ney*market  as  giowiug  out  of  this  arrangement,  or 
from  other  causes  in  either  of  those  cities,  are  whol- 
lv  unfounded.  Il  is  true,  that  a considerable  quan- 
tity ol  specie  lias  lately  been  shipped  fiom  New  York 
to  Europe,  but  it  lias  consisted  almo-t  entirely  of 
Mexican  dollars,  in  consequence  of  a late  rise  in  the 
price  of  silver  as  compared  with  gold.  These  ship- 
ments have  not  diminished  the  stock  of  the  New 
Yoik  banks  in  a degree  to  cause  the  least  unea  iness 
or  check  their  operations  at  all.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  rate  of  exchange  has  fallen  so  low  as  to  put  an 
end  to  all  question  about  the  shipping  of  gold  to 
Europe.  A large  cotton  crop  is  going  to  market, 
w hi  1st  our  limited  importations  leave  us  nothing  to 
apprehend  on  the  score  of  an  untavorahle  balance  of 
trade. 

Others  apprehend  that  this  measure  will  only  be 
patching  up  a rotten  concern,  and  that  the  United 
Slates  bank  will  be  unable  to  continue  specie  pay- 
ments after  commencing  them.  But  in  this  matter, 
we  may  surely  trust  the  sagacity  of  the  Philadelphia 
banks,  who  have  not  agreed  to  this  arrangement 
until  they  were  permitted  to  examine  the  books  of 
the  bank,  and  were  entirely  satisfied  on  this  point. 
And  amongst  them  were  men  who  had  been  as  dis- 
trustful of  its  condition  as  any  in  the  community. — 

Il  is  line  that  Philadelphia  can  and  ought  to  resume 
without  this  loan — but  she  will  not  do  so.  And  on 
a consideration  of  the  results,  there  should  be  no  he- 
sitation in  granting  it.  [Boston  Advertiser. 

The  New  York  Express,  of  Friday,  2 P.  M.says: 
The  local  banks  in  Philadelphia,  not  including  ttie 


liquidation  would  tall  on  the  stockholders,  who  in  a I United  States  bank,  have  made  a direct  application 
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to  the  banks  of  this  city  for  a loan  of  a million  of 
dollars.  The  application  was  acceded  to  at  once  by 
all  the  banks  that  had  met  this  morning  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration;  Nearly  the  whole  was 
taken,  and  the  balance  would  be  by  the  banks  that 
were  to  consider  the  matter. 

“A  committee  from  Philadelphia  and  Boston  were 
here  to  negoticiate  the  loan,  which  is  (or  nine  and 
eighteen  months,  to  be  represented  by  Philadelphia 
post  notes.  The  sum  of  two  and  a half  millions  had 
previously  been  taken  by  the  capitalists  of  Boston, 
and  this  million  is  in  addition.  It  is  represented  that 
this  sum  will  be  abundant  and  ample  to  enable  all 
the  banks  in  Philadelphia  to  resume.  The  question 
of  resumption  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  set- 
tled.’' 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Saturday  says:  “The 
intelligence  from  New  York  with  regard  to  the  re- 
sumption movement  is  favorable.  It  is  now  believ- 
ed that  the  banks  of  that  city  will  yield  to  the  pro- 
position that  has  been  before  them  for  some  time, 
and  thus  the  loan  of  $2,500,000  will  be  obtained. — 
The  prospect,  therefore,  at  the  close  of  the  week, 
may  be  said  to  be  decidedly  favorable.” 

Navy  pension  fund.  In  the  house  on  Thurs- 
day the  speaker  communicated  the  following  mes- 
sage from  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Sir:  I herewith  transmit  a letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  pension  fund,  to  which  the  atten- 
tion of  congress  is  invited,  and  recommend  an  im- 
mediate appropriation  of  $151,352  39  to  meet  the 
payment  of  pensions  becoming  due  on  and  alter  1st 
January,  1841.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

The  letter  of  the  secretary  transmitted  in  the 
above  message  states  that  the  amount  of  money  on 
hand  to  pay  pensions  is  $18,647  61;  and  that  there 
will  be  required  in  addition,  for  the  year  1841, 
$151,352  39,  of  which  $51,476  73  will  be  wanted 
on  the  1st  of  January  next.  That  the  nominal 
value  of  stocks  owned  by  the  fund  is  $158,739;  that 
the  stocks  have  greatly  depreciated,  and  that  the 
best  of  them  is  to  be  sold  on  the  15th  of  this  month 
to  reimburse  money  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of 
America  and  for  payment  of  pensions  to  become 
due  1st  of  January. 

United  States  versus  Wm.  Price.  In  the  U. 
States  district  court,  Saturday,  judge  Thompson 
presiding,  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  VVm. 
M.  Price,  came  up  in  order  upon  the  calendar.  It 
was  an  action  of  debt,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  sought 
to  recover  $80,000.  Mr.  Price  appeared  in  person, 
moved  a postponement  of  the  trial,  and  read  a long 
affidavit  in  support  of  the  motion.  The  affidavit 
embraced  a correspondence  between  Messrs.  Price 
and  his  attorney  John  A.  Morrill,  and  Mr.  Butler, 
the  district  attorney,  and  set  forth  that  as  Mr.  Price 
had  been  unable  to  obtain  of  Mr.  Butler  a bill  of 
particulars  of  the  above  debt,  it  was  necessary  to 
the  defence  that  time  should  be  allowed  him  to  pro- 
cure the  items  from  the  departments  himself. 

Mr.  Butler  opposed  the  motion,  but  the  court  or- 
dered ihai  the  case  go  off  for  the  term. 

[iV.  Y.  paper. 

Naturalization  case.  In  the  circuit  court 
yesterday,  before  Judge  Hale,  a question  was 
brought  up  for  discussion  which  interests  a good 
many  people  in  this  quarter,  and  involves  some  nice- 
ties of  legal  construction.  The  point  touched  is 
the  extent  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  conferred  by 
the  treaties  of  cession  by  which  Florida  and  Loui- 
siana came  into  the  possession  of  the  United  States. 
All  the  “rights,  privileges  and  immunities”  of  citi- 
zenship were  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be  given  to  the 
“inhabitants”  of  the  country  ceded — and  the  fact 
of  being  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  change 
of  flag,  has  been  taken  in  general  as  sufficient  to 
entitle  a man  to  American  citizenship.  But  oc- 
casionally— sometimes  at  elections  when  votes  were 
counted  up  closely,  a distinction  has  been  drawn 
which  is  plausible  and  has  now  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  judicial  examination.  This  distinction  con- 
fines the  privileges  granted  by  treaty  to  those  who 
were  subjects  of  the  ceding  power  at  the  time  of 
treating — and  an  exclusion  i3  made  of  those  who 
were  transient  residents  or  inhabitants  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  not  subjects  to  the  sovereign.  For  exam- 
ple, an  Irishman  residing  in  Florida,  but  not  a sub- 
ject of  Spain,  would  not  by  the  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  by  which  Florida  was  ceded,  acquire 
the  rights  of  an  American  citizen.  He  stands  to- 
wards the  new  government,  as  he  did  towards  the 
old — an  alien  who  must  be  naturalized,  by  the  law 
of  the  place — the  lex  loci,  to  become  a citizen.  In 
this  position  are  many  persons  who  have  for  many  [ 


years  been  enjoying  the  undisputed  rights  of  citi- 
zenship in  this  state, 

THE  ARMY. 

Maj.  gen.  Macomb,  we  learn,  was  visited  on  the 
23d  ult.  with  a slight  shock  of  appoplexy.  This  is 
the  second  attack  of  that  nature  the  commaDder-in- 
chief  has  experienced. 

A report  reached  us  a short  time  since,  that  gen. 
Atkinson  had  experienced  an  attack  of  paralysis,  but 
letters  from  the  general  himself,  dated  Jefferson  bar- 
rocks,  contradicts  the  statement.  He  is  performing 
duty  and  capable  of  taking  the  field. 

Maj.  gen.  Gaines  and  his  family  arrived  at  Cin- 
cinnati from  St.  Louis,  a few  days  since.  Before 
leaving,  the  general  delivered  a lecture  to  the  Me- 
chanics institute  of  St.  Louis,  upon  the  national  de- 
fence, a subject  which  he  seems  to  have  much  at 
heart. 

After  the  lecture,  the  general’s  lady,  Mrs.  Gaines, 
addressed  the  audience  for  some  time  “upon  the  hor- 
rors of  war.”  Her  remarks  drew  forth  immense 
applause — they  were  taken  down  by  a short  hand 
writer,  and  have  been  published. 

The  general  and  his  lady  reached  Baltimore  dur- 
ing the  present  week. 

Little  Rock,  (Arkansas),  Nov.  11. 

The  troops.  Companies  A,  C,  G and  I,  of  the  3d 
United  States  infantry,  arrived  in  town  on  Friday 
last,  and  immediately  embarked  for  New  Orleans 
on  board  the  steamboat  Corvette  and  two  keels. — 
These  troops  presented  an  unusually  clean  and  sol- 
dier-like appearance,  when  the  length  of  their  march 
from  Fort  Towson  is  considered;  they  also  appeared 
in  excellent  health  and  spirits.  The  only  event  of  an 
untoward  nature  which  occurred  on  the  march  was 
the  murder  of  a man  named  Osborn,  by  a comrade; 
both  belonging  to  company  I.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  not  a single  case  of  desertion  took  place  on  the 
route  from  Towson  to  this  city.  The  number  com- 
prising these  four  companies  is  three  hundred  and 
fifty-two,  rank  and  file.  The  officers  accompanying 
the  battalion  are:  maj  H.  Wilson,  capts.  J.B.  Clark 
andL.  N.  Norris,  lieuts.  J.  M.  Smith,  S.D.  Dobbins 
and  G.  P.  Field,  A.  C.  S.  & A.  A.  Q.  M.  and  Dr. 
Griffen,  ass.  sur.  U.  S.  A. 

But  we  cannot  express  any  satisfaction  at  the 
withdrawal  from  our  frontier  of  a force  which  was 
never  deemed  more  than  sufficient  to  hold  the  In- 
dians on  our  border  in  check  for  a short  time,  or 
until  the  militia  of  our  state  could  be  marched  to 
their  support.  We  do  not,  it  is  true,  anticipate  any 
outbreak  among  the  numerous  tribes  placed  on  our 
immediate  border,  but,  should  such  an  unfortunate 
event  take  place,  we  think  our  state  will  be  found 
miserably  deficient  in  that  protection  which  ought 
of  right  to  be  afforded  her  by  the  general  govern- 
ment. [ Gazette , (admin.) 

The  ship  Zenobia  has  arrived  at  Savannah  from 
New  York  with  a detachment  of  recruits  for  the  3d 
regiment  U.  S.  artillery  now  serving  in  Florida,  ac- 
companied by  major  Thomas  Childs,  3d  artillery, 
commanding;  lieut.  W.  H.  Churchill,  3d  artillery, 
acting  adjutant;  lieut.  H.  W.  Wessells,  2d  infantry, 
A.  C.  S.  and  acting  quarter  master;  surgeon  R.  S. 
Satterlee  and  assistant  surgeon  J.  K.  Barnes,  U.  S. 
A.;  lieut.  B.  Bragg,  3d  artillery,  commanding  com- 
pany I,  of  recruits;  lieut.  F.  O.  Wise,  3d  artillery, 
commanding  company  K,  of  recruits;  lieuts.  R.  F. 
Baker,  7th  infantry;  W.  Gilham,  S.  Van  Vliet  and 
G.  H.  Thomas,  3d  artillery;  and  L.  S.  Irwin,  6th 
infantry. 

Headquarters  army  of  Florida, 
Fort  King,  Nov.  24,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst. 

The  whole  army  is  now,  and  will  remain  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy.  Every  inducement  is,  however, 
held  out  to  them  to  treat.  The  bands  of  Halick 
Tustenuggee  and  Tiger-tail  are  pursued  by  a de- 
tachment of  the  2d  infantry.  The  7th  is  now’  in  the 
field.  The  dragoons,  of  which  six  companies  are 
on  the  upper  St.  John’s,  are  actively  employed  in 
that  section.  The  8th  regiment  leaves  this  morning 
for  Tarnpa,  scouring  the  country  on  the  route,  em- 
bracing the  Wahoo  and  other  hiding  places  on  the 
Withlacoochie.  The  6th  regiment  is  in  the  country 
between  the  Hillsborough  and  Withlacoochie.  The 
1st  regiment  is  scouring  along  the  gulf  shore,  below 
Tampa,  with  boats,  accompanied  by  a steamer  and 
two  schooners.’ 

I have  deemed  these  movements  necessary,  as  the 
entire  bands  of  the  enemy  have  confined  themselves 
to  the  swamps  and  along  that  coast,  from  whence 
they  make  predatory  excursions;  and  it  is  there  and 
there  alone,  that  they  can  be  most  annoyed. 

To  the  north  of  Fort  King,  they  make  occasional 
inroads,  but  to  bring  them  to  a sense  of  what  they 
I ought  to  do,  their  families  and  stiongholds  must  be 
[ broken  up. 


The  delegation  aie  in  utter  astonishment  at  the 
manner  in  which  Halick  Tustenuggee  and  his  party 
left  them,  as  they  had  given  me  and  the  party  re- 
peated assurances  of  theirdefermination  to  emigrate. 
This  want  of  faith  has  not  deterred  me  from  using 
exertions  to  communicate  with  the  Seminoles,  and  I 
have  despatched  three  of  the  delegation,  with  their 
consent,  to  hold  intercourse  with  their  relations  and 
friends. 

I w ill  continue  every  exertion  to  fulfil  the  require- 
ments of  the  governmem,  by  treaty  or  otherw  ise. 

I shall  leave  this  place  in  a few  hours  for  Tampa, 
where  my  headquarters  will  be  established;  please 
direct  accordingly’.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully’, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD, 

Brig.  gen.  com.  army  of  Florida. 

The  hon.  the  secretary  of  war. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  United  States  store  ship  Relief,  lieut.  J.  S. 
Nicholas,  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  2d  inst.  lor 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  with  stores  for  the  U.  S.  squad- 
. ron  there . The  following  is  a list  of  officers: — J . S. 

I Nicholas,  esq.  lieut.  commanding;  Wm.  Sheppard, 

| lieutenant;  Edward  Storer,  specTal  storekeeper  and 
i acting  purser;  John  L.  Worden,  acting  master;  Ne- 
mian  Pinkney,  ass’t.  surgeon;  Washington  Gwath- 
mey,  passed  midshipman;  Win.  Minder  Polk,  mid- 
shipman; Louis  Baker,  storekeeper’s  clerk;  L.  By- 
ers, purser’s  clerk. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  Wednesday  says:  “The 
U.  S.  sloops  of  war  York  Town,  commander  Au- 
lick,  and  Dale,  commander  Gauntt,  bound  to  the 
Pacific,  will,  we  learn  sail  to-day  or  on  to  morrow. 
Commodore  Shubrick  visited  them  yesterday,  on 
which  occasion  a salute  was  fired. 

The  British  ship  of  war,  St.  George,  of  120  guns, 
which  was  lately  launched  at  Ply  mouth,  cost,  in 
building,  £93,521,  which,  according  to  a Plymouth 
paper,  with  £30,000  for  equipment,  a little  exceeds 
the  old  estimate  of  £1,000  a gun. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

United  Stales  senator.  The  hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  on  the  2d  inst.  elect- 
ed a senator  in  congress  from  this  state,  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  in  place  of  hon.  Henry 
Hubbard,  whose  term  of  service  will  then  expire. — 
In  the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Woodbury  re- 
ceived 145  votes;  gen.  James  Wilson  73;  and  theie 
were  from  ten  to  fifteen  scattering.  In  the  senate, 
the  election  of  the  house  was  concurred  in,  7 to  5. — 
A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  dated  Con- 
cord, N.  H.  Dec.  2d,  says:  “Mr.  Woodbuiy  receiv- 
ed the  nomination  in  causcus  last  evening  at  the 
seventh  ballot,  on  the  first  of  which  he  received  Ho 
to  49  for  Mr.  Hubbard.” 

VERMONT. 

Roman  ochre — discovery  of  the  mine.  The  recent 
discovery  of  an  ochre  mine  in  Vermont,  promises 
to  be  of  great  importance,  in  every  point  of  view. 
The  article  is  superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  now 
known  to  be  in  existence.  The  best  ochre  now  in 
use  is  obtained  from  Rochelle,  France;  but  the  Ver- 
mont ochre  must  eventually  supersede  this  alto- 
gether. The  Vermont  ochre  forms  a surface  of 
marble  smoothness,  which  is  entirely  impervious  to 
water,  and  is  of  course  extremely  durable.  When 
saturated  with  oil,  instead  of  shrinking  and  drying 
away,  it  swells  and  increases  its  bulk.  It  is  found 
in  a part  of  the  Green  Mountains.  It  was  discov- 
ered on  a small  stream  of  water,  the  super-incum- 
bent mass  of  earth  or  decayed  vegetable  matter 
having  been  washed  aw-ay  ’by  the  action  of  the 
stream.  The  attention  of  the  discoverer,  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, was  attracted  by  the  color  of  tire  ochre,  and  the 
absence  of  that  scum  or  crust  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  which  unilormly  accompanies  oxyde  of  iron. 
The  ochre  is  found  in  a rich  layer  near  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  then  follutvs  a stratum  of  mica  slate, 
and  then  another  layer  of  earth.  The  mine  is 
worked  now  at  the  rate  of  twelve  barrels  per  day. 
A barrel  weighs  three  hundred  pounds,  and  the 
price  ranges  from  nine  cents  to  50  cents  per  pound 

NEW  YORK. 

The  electoral  college.  This  body  assembled  in  the 
senate  chamber  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  1st  inst. 
At  4 o’clock,  the  hour  prescribed  by  law,  the  hon. 
John  C.  Spencer,  secretary  of  state,  pursuant  to 
custom,  called  the  college  to  order.  The  list  of 
electors  chosen  by  the  people  of  New  York  was 
ihen  read  over,  and  every  one  of  the  forty  two  electors 
found  tnjje  at  his  post.  On  motion  of  general  Peter 
B.  Porter,  seconded  by  Isaac  Ogden,  of  Dela- 
ware, general  JAMES  BURT  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  college.  On  taking  the  chair,  gen.  Burt 
brielly  and  impressively  addressed  (lie  audience,  re- 
ferring to  the  revolutionary  struggle,  in  which  he 
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had  borne  a part,  to  the  jubilee  which  in  1783  pro- 
claimed the  victory  won  and  American  Indepen- 
dence achieved,  and  to  this  second  year  of  jubilee 
in  1840,  which  had  revived  his  hopes,  till  now  well- 
nigh  extinct,  that  the  blood-bought  liberties  and 
precious  institutions  of  our  country  would  be  per- 
petuated forever. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ogden,  Elisha  Jenkins,  of 
Columbia,  was  chosen  secretary  to  the  electoral 
college. 

The  hon.  Gideon  Lee  then  rose  and  said  that  he 
held  in  his  hand  a resolution  to  which  he  anticipated 
the  unanimous  assent  of  the  electoral  college.  For 
the  last  six  thousand  years  sudden  changes  in  the 
existing  institutions  or  chief  rulers  of  the  various 
nations  of  the  earth  had  always  been  attended  by 
bloodshed,  by  violence,  or  by  war.  It  had  pleased 
the  Almighty  so  to  order  things  in  this  country,  that 
a complete  change  in  the  executive  officers  of  the 
government  had  been  brought  about  without  in- 
fringement of  the  public  peace  or  injury  to  the 
rights  of  individuals.  He  desired  to  acknowledge 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  interposition  of  Divine 
Providence  in  the  affairs  of  the  American  people, 
and  with  this  view  he  submitted  a resolution,  invit- 
ing a clergyman  to  attend  and  open  the  proceedings 
of  the  college  tomorrow  with  an  appropriate  prayer. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Lee  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  Messrs.  Gideon  Lee.  Phineas  L.  Tracy 
and  Archibald  McIntyre  appointed  a committee  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  The  college  then  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  again  this  morning  at  it)  o’clock,  when 
tney  will  proceed  to  vote  for  president  and  vice 
president. 

The  senate  chamber  yesterday  was  crow'ded  to 
excess,  and  all  seemed  struck  by  the  venerable  as- 
pect of  the  body  to  which  the  people  of  New  York 
have  entrusted  so  high  and  solemn  a duty. 

Although  a large  proportion  of  the  electors  are 
aged  men,  there  was  not,  as  already  remarked,  a 
single  vacancy  in  the  college.  The  fire  of  patriot 
ism  successlnlly  resist  the  chilling  frosts  ol  age. 

The  electors  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  re-assembled  at  the  capitol  on  Wednes- 
day morning  the  2d  inst.  to  cast  their  votes  for  per- 
sons to  fill  the  high  and  important  offices  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States.  At 
10  o’clock  the  electoral  college  was  called  to  order 
by  their  venerable  president,  the  hon.  James  Burl. 
The  rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  in  compliance  with  an  in- 
vitation extended  to  him  by  the  electors,  opened  the 
proceedings  by  a most  solemn,  eloquent  and  impres- 
sive address  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  thanking  Al- 
mighty God  for  the  signal  benefits  bestowed  upon 
this  nation,  imploring  His  favor  and  protection  in 
coming  years,  and  invoking  His  richest  blessings 
upon  those  to  whom  the  administration  of  our  na- 
tional affairs  was  about  to  be  committed. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  having 
been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gideon  Lee  the  col- 
lege proceeded  to  vote,  by  ballot,  for  a person  to  fill 
the  office  of  president  of  the  United  Slates.  The  roll 
of  the  electors  was  read  by  the  secretary,  and  as  the 
name  ot  each  elector  was  called  he  dropped  his  vote 
into  the  ballot  box  handed  to  him  by  a messenger. 
When  all  had  voted,  the  president  appointed  Mr. 
Lawrence,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Lee,  of  Seneca, 
to  sort  and  count  the  ballots.  After  a brief  interval 
the  tellers  announced  that  forty-two  votes  had 
been  cast,  and  that  they  were  all  for  WILLIAM 
HENRY  HARRISON,  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

A peal  of  applause  burst  forth  from  the  numerous 
audience  as  the  result  wuis  announced. 

The  college,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  next  proceed- 
ed to  vote,  by  ballot,  fora  vice  president  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  votes  having  been  all  given  in,  the  tel- 
lers, appointed  by  the  president,  after  counting  the 
ballots,  announced  that  forty- two  votes  had  been 
cast,  and  that  they  were  all  for  JOHN  TYLER,  of 
the  state  of  Virginia. 

Another  round  of  applause  succeeded  the  second 
report  of  the  tellers. 

Certificates  of  the  persons  voted  for  as  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
number  of  votes  given  to  each,  respectively,  were 
then  signed  by  the  electors  in  succession,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government. 

Harmon  W.  Romeyn,  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  was 
unanimously  selected  by  the  college  as  special  mes- 
senger to  carry  the  votes  to  congress;  anil  Albert 
Crane,  one  of  the  electors,  as  the  messenger  to  de- 
posite  a list  of  the  votes  with  the  judge  of  the  north- 
ern district.  Resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  college,  to  the  secretary  ol 
state,  and  to  the  rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  were  unani- 
mously passed — and  then  the  convention,  after  a 
few  soul  stirring  remarks  from  the  aged  president, 
adjourned  sine  die. 

Names  of  the  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  for  the  state  of  New 
York,  for  the  year  1840,  with  their  ages. 


James  Burt 
Peter  B.  Porter 
Elisha  Jenkins 
Abraham  Rose 
John  T.  Harrison 
Jno.  L.  Lawrence 
Joseph  Tucker 
J.  Phillips  Phoenix 
Richard  S.  Williams 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt 
Bartow  White 
Nathaniel  Du  Bois 
Peter  G.  Sharp 
Harvey  Watson 
G.  P.  Griffith 
A.  McIntyre 
Earl  Stimson 
Josiah  Hand 
Keyes  P.  Cool 
Jonathan  Wallace 
Henry  P.  Voorhees 


John  James  Speed,  jr.  37 


Thos.  Burch 
John  J.  Knox 
Peter  Pratt 
Eldridge  G.  Merick 
Jacob  Livingston 
Sami.  Balcom 


Dan.  Hibbard 
John  Williams 
B.  Davis  Noxen 
Albert  Crane 
Charles  Bradish 
Gideon  Lee 
Grattan  H.  Wheeler 
William  Garbutt 
68jPhineas  L.  Tracy 
67|John  Wheeler 
45, Philo  Orton 
40  Henry  R.  Seymour 
53'Davis  Hurd 
49,Isaac  Ogden 


57 

49 

52 
42 
62 
62 
57 

53 
53 
47 
62 
66 
52 
66 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Election  returns — Official. 
1840. 


1836. 


Har. 

V.  B. 

Har. 

V.B. 

Atlantic 

425 

846 

new  county. 

Bergen 

977 

1,346 

1,716 

1,942 

Burlington 

3,417 

2,405 

3,032 

2,103 

Cape  May 

696 

194 

489 

239 

Cumberland 

1,497 

1,190 

1,193 

993 

Essex 

4,636 

2,832 

4.343 

3,334 

Gloucester 

2,388 

1,773 

2,377 

2,203 

Hudson 

732 

501 

new  county. 

Hunterdon 

1,830 

2,733 

2,114 

2,319 

Mercer 

2,022 

1,494 

new  county. 

Middlesex 

2,014 

1,683 

2,002 

1,719 

Monmouth 

2,953 

2,880 

2,344 

2,549 

Morris 

2,509 

2,150 

1,801 

1,774 

Passaic 

1,362 

962 

new  county. 

Salem 

1,582 

1,302 

1,334 

1,036 

Somerset 

1,721 

1,345 

1,436 

1,343 

Sussex 

1,171 

2,932 

910 

2,389 

Warren 

1,419 

2,466 

1,041 

1,604 

33,351 

31,034  26,137 

25,592 

31,034 

25,592 

Harrison’s  ma 

. 2,317  Harrison’s  inaj.  545 

The  official 

congressional  vote 

is  annex°d. 

Those  in  the  first  column 

are  whigs. 

Aycrigg 

33,310 

Dickerson 

31,100 

Maxwell 

33,315 

Kennedy 

31,101 

Halsted 

33,342 

Vroom 

31,133 

Randolph. 

33,321 

Ryall 

31,098 

Stratton 

33,322 

Cooper 

31,109 

Yorke 

33,299 

Kille 

31,116 

Census.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  totals  of 

the  several  counties,  that  the  whole  population  of 

the  state  is  373,272;  in  1830  it  was 

320,779— in- 

crease  52,493. 

[Newark  jldcertiser. 

Bergen 

13,250 

Hunterdon 

24,798 

Hudson 

9,436 

Mercer 

21,517 

Essex 

44,637 

Monmouth 

32,873 

Passaic 

16,721 

Burlington 

32,836 

Morris 

25,841 

Gloucester 

25,445 

Warren 

20,366 

Atlantic 

8,726 

Sussex 

21,769 

Salem 

16,035 

Somerset 

17,451 

Cumberland 

14,363 

Middlesex 

21,884 

Cape  May 

5,324 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Business  of  Pittsburg. 

Our  business  season,  now 

nearly  closed,  has  been  one  of  unusual  fluctuation 
in  facilities  for  transportation  of  merchandise  by 
river  and  canals;  in  prices  of  our  leading  manufac- 
tured articles  and  of  the  various  products  of  our  soil, 
and  also  in  our  moneyed  operations  and  exchanges, 
yet  in  taking  a retrospect  of  our  spring  and  fall  bu- 
siness, and  reflecting  upon  the  probable  future,  there 
13  much  to  stimulate  and  encourage  our  merchants, 
mechanics  and  farmers. 

For  the  last  twelve  months  we  have  been  well 
tried  in  the  financial  crucible,  but  have  come  out 
brighter  and  purer,  and  the  effect,  we  trust  will  be  to 
raise  our  standard  of  punctuality  higher  and  higher. 

Our  city  now  occupies  a most  enviable  position 
in  a commercial  point  of  view — on  the  one  hand  we 
have  the  great  line  of  canals  and  rail  roads  connect- 
ing us  equally  with  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and 
on  the  other  hand,  by  our  cross-cut  canal  intersect- 
ing the  grand  Ohio  canal  at  Akron,  we  have  easy 
and  cheap  access  to  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Buffalo  and 
adjoining  lakes  and  country;  and  by  our  rivers  we 
have  intercourse  with  every  important  or  unimpor- 
tant point  in  the  mighty  west. 

At  the  present  time  all  communication  by  our 
canals  is  suspended,  and  will,  of  course,  continue 
so  during  the  winter,  yet  we  shall  have  ample  means 
of  transportation  by  land,  between  our  city  and  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Baltimore — to  the  former  by  wagon 
lines  connected  with  the  rail  road  at  Chainbersburg, 
and  to  the  latter  by  wagons  entire;  and  we  take  this 


opportunity  of  assuring  our  friends  abroad  that  suf- 
ficient means  of  conveyance  inay  be  had,  and  are 
now  in  operation  for  the  transportation  of  merchan- 
dise from,  or  products  and  staples  of  the  south  and 
west  to  the  eastern  cities. 

At  present,  merchandise  of  various  kinds  is  com- 
ing from  Baltimore  to  our  city  at  one  dollar  per  100 
pounds,  and  from  Philadelphia  by  rail  road,  &>c.  in 
like  proportion,  and  it  is  hoped  the  different  trans- 
portation lines  will  continue  to  offer  inducement  by 
low  rates  of  carriage  so  far,  at  least,  as  they  can  do 
it  with  safety  to  themselves. 

VIRGINIA. 

U.  S.  senator.  The  resolution  from  the  house  of 
delegates  to  elect  a U.  S.  senator  next  Monday, 
was  taken  up  in  the  senate  yesterday,  and  after  a 
great  deal  of  debate,  was  lost  by  a lie  vote.  Be- 
fore the  final  question  was  taken  there  was  a mo- 
tion to  amend  by  substituting  a more  distant  day, 
which  was  also  lost  by  a tie.  [ Richmond  Com. 

Presidential  election  returns — Official. 


1840. 


1836. 


COUNTIES. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

White. 

V.B. 

Accoinac 

739 

239 

617 

30 

Albemarle 

714 

517 

524 

676 

Allegany 

84 

171 

30 

153 

Amelia 

166 

240 

83 

180 

Amherst 

372 

329 

246 

255 

Augusta 

1,204 

454 

821 

302 

Bath 

203 

218 

114 

206 

Bedford 

919 

558 

511 

482 

Berkley 

599 

372 

380 

260 

Bottetourt 

407 

575 

181 

799 

Brooke 

350 

516 

181 

413 

Brunswick 

261 

380 

177 

258 

Braxton 

202 

109 

15 

42 

Buckingham 

475 

520 

296 

468 

Cabell, 

481 

436 

192 

206 

Campbell 

718 

487 

478 

477 

Caroline 

399 

467 

219 

317 

Charles  city 

173 

30 

103 

31 

Charlotte 

318 

327 

245 

332 

Chesterfield 

298 

588 

243 

353 

Culpepper 

351 

295 

251 

242 

Cumberland 

262 

228 

241 

216 

Clark 

174 

191 

102 

138 

Dinwiddie 

302 

235 

168 

161 

Elizabeth  city 

141 

85 

79 

38 

Essex 

241 

125 

130 

87 

Fairfax 

366 

321 

230 

176 

Fauquir 

683 

533 

429 

363 

Fayette 

199 

183 

129 

136 

Fluvanna 

334 

153 

52 

300 

Floyd 

143 

279 

14 

242 

Franklin 

569 

515 

348 

530 

Frederick 

755 

743 

2S1 

518 

Giles 

226 

293, 

159 

254 

Gloucester 

247 

179 

177 

126 

Goochland: 

120 

333 

67 

282 

Grayson 

455 

589 

50 

377 

Greenbriar 

548 

308 

371 

212 

Greenville 

110 

156 

102 

171 

Greene 

62 

230 

New  county. 

Halifax 

422 

964 

183 

732 

Hampshire 

729 

605 

396 

407 

Hanover 

450 

462 

268 

386 

Hardy 

497 

230 

285 

137 

Harrison 

S28 

1,341 

246 

601 

Henrico 

445 

398 

287 

246 

Henry 

311 

191 

238 

213 

Isle  of  Wight 

86 

533 

49 

253 

James  city 

141 

9 

109 

4 

Jefferson 

667 

592 

400 

269 

Jackson 

258 

211 

113 

152 

Kanawha 

827 

324 

497 

228 

King  Ik  Queen 

282 

203 

199 

275 

King  George 

168 

129 

148 

52 

King  William 

115 

306 

61 

185 

Lancaster 

170 

87 

93 

76 

l.ee 

275 

489 

62 

330 

Lewis 

SS6 

616 

144 

243 

Logan 

136 

189 

57 

157 

Loudoun 

1,269 

381 

935 

254 

Louisa 

375 

475 

110 

458 

Lunenburg 

228 

302 

132 

202 

Madison 

53 

532 

32 

307 

Matthews 

ISO 

220 

64 

131 

Mason 

405 

304 

204 

170 

Mecklenburg 

319 

561 

206 

420 

Mercer 

146 

125 

New  county. 

Middlesex 

101 

123 

62 

96 

Monongalia 

681 

1,236 

309 

6S1 

Marshall 

458 

462 

229 

297 

Monroe 

408 

423 

222 

353 

Montgomery 

338 

261 

163 

389 

Morgan 

179 

145 

46 

100 

Nansemond 

383 

259 

185 

76 

Nelson 

404 

237 

118 

249 

Norfolk  county 

561 

478 

320 

163 

Norfolk  borough 

529 

293 

234 

98 

New  Kent 

193 

156 

108 

67 

230 
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Northampton 

334 

24 

2S4 

6 

Northumberland 

183 

300 

77 

185 

Nottoway 

132 

190 

70 

174 

Nicholas 

173 

120 

119 

53 

Ohio 

922 

287 

536 

239 

Orange 

231 

235 

217 

386 

Page 

45 

528 

18 

247 

Patrick 

83 

00 

177 

294 

Pendleton 

389 

468 

217 

332 

Pittsylvania 

876 

6,6 

641 

529 

Pocahontas 

107 

210 

28 

85 

Powhatan 

176 

210 

161 

176 

Pulaski 

142 

161 

New  county. 

Preston 

396 

464 

156 

300 

Petersburg 

245 

262 

183 

125 

Pi  itice  Edward 

268 

361 

216 

273 

Princess  Ann 

402 

274 

195 

56 

Pi ince  George 

124 

237 

71 

154 

Prince  Wiiiiarn 

187 

393 

96 

232 

Randolph 

450 

321 

293 

160 

Rappahannock 

318 

300 

171 

196 

Rockbridge 

635 

528 

403 

379. 

Richmond  city 

580 

176 

455 

138 

Richmond  county  177 

151 

115 

108 

Rockingham 

256 

1,444 

129 

792 

R ssell 

264 

298 

9 

3S5 

Roanoke 

159 

255 

New  county. 

Scott 

282 

444 

10 

316 

Shenandoah 

102 

1,218 

52 

735 

Smyth 

259 

305 

76 

229 

Southampton 

378 

372 

185 

192 

Spottsvlvania 

358 

368 

207 

232 

Stafford 

265 

295 

148 

178 

Surry 

95 

195 

41 

103 

Sussex 

109 

347 

46 

213 

Tazewell 

113 

486 

2 

259 

Tyler 

325 

438 

143 

223 

Washington 

364 

625 

70 

603 

Westmoreland 

282 

81 

150 

52 

Wood 

513 

392 

315 

249 

Wythe 

279 

, 474 

112 

369 

Warwick 

92 

3 

41 

5 

Warren 

110 

300 

56 

163 

Williamsburg 

83 

7 

63 

4 

York 

192 

12 

57 

3 

41,405 

42.818 

23,3S2 

30.503 

41,405 

23,382 

Van  Buren’s 

majority  1,413 

7,121 

Message  of  the  governor.  Is/  Dec.  1810. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates: 
In  assembling  again  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people  ot  Virginia,  it  is  proper  that  our  hearts  should 
acknowledge  with  humble  gratitude,  the  blessings 
Which  have  been  dispensed  to  our  commons  ealtli 
by  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  events.  The -instructions 
of  experience  are  designed  to  teach  nations  the  ne- 
cessity of  a him  reliance  on  Him  in  whose  hands 
are  all  human  destinies;  and  no  people  have  ever 
had  more  abundant  cause  to  be  thankful  than  our- 
s Ives.  While  many  poriions  of  the  earth,  and  sotm- 
parls  of  our  own  country,  have  felt  the  ravages  of 
war  and  pestilence,  the  year  is  about  to  close  with 
us  as  it  commenced,  in  peace  and  security.  Our 
fields  have  yielded  their  accustomed  harvests  to  the 
industry  ot  the  husbandman:  the  skill  of  the  me- 
chanic and  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant,  have  en 
larged  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  and  their  re- 
ward, and  every  citizen  has  reposed  in  confidence 
under  the  mild  but  sure  protection  of  our  laws?  If 
we  have  sometimes  had  occasion  lo  lament  the  im- 
pei  lections  of  the  best  and  the  wisest  of  human  in- 
stitutions, a comparison  .of  our  condition  with  that 
of  the  most  favored  of  our  race,  will  not  fail  to  in- 
spire us  with  contentment,  and  to  gratify  our  na- 
tional pride.  Though  we  iiave  recently  witnessed 
a peiiod  of  extraordinary,  excitement,  I am  not  aware 
ol  any  iustan.ce  in  which  the  laws  have  failed  to  pro- 
tect the  injured,  or  lo  punish  the  offending.  It  can- 
not be  otherwise,  so  long  as  onr  social  righls  ami  oh 
ligations  are  sanctioned  by  an  enlightened  popular 
Will,  and  sustained  by  those  simple,  yet  stern  vir- 
tues, which  are  the  indispensable  elements  of  free 
government. 

Resources.  Though  agriculture  is  (he  predomi- 
nant interest  of  opr  slate,  it  possesses  almost  une- 
qualled advantages  in  ifs  climate,  its  geographical 
position,  its  capacious  bays  and  rivers,  its  mineral 
productions,  and  its  supplies  of  water  power,  for 
commerce  and  manufactures.  The  success  which, 
under  the  disadvantages  ol  a fluctuating  population, 
and  an  imperfect  system  of  husbandry,  has  attended 
every  department  of  industry,  leaves  no  doubt  that 
when  a. t shall  hare  aided  still  farther  in  fhe  deve- 
lopment of  our  natuial  resources,  our  common- 
weal h will  more  than  realise  the  vivid  conceptions 
of  national  wealth  and  grandeur  which  anima'ed  its 
early  settlers.  Our  energies  are  recovering  rapidly 
from  the  effects  of  those  large  contributions  in  po- 
pulation, wealth  and  enterprise,  which  we  have 


made  to  the  new  states,  and  while  our  own  citizens 
now  find  it  better  to  remain  and  improve  t heir  na- 
tive soil,  European  emigiants  and  citizens  of  ottier 
states  are  seeking  homes  in  our  fertile  western  fo- 
rests, or  filling  up  the  places  of  those  w ho  have  left 
11s,  too  often  under  the  delusive  hope  of  improving 
their  condition.  The  indications  ofagiicullural  im 
proveinent  are  decided  and  cheering,  particularly  in 
many  ol  our  counties  below  tide  water;  and  the  as- 
tonishing increase  in  population  and  wealth,  which 
is  exhibited  by  our  w hole  trans- Alleghany  country, 
assures  us,  that  though  we  have  given  more  than 
one  western  empire  to  the  union,  yet  like  the  Roman 
lather,  we  are  not  impoverished  by  our  generosity; 
but  as  much  remains  to  us  as  belore.  The  multi- 
plication of  agricultural  societies,  and  the  well-di- 
rected efforts  ol  our  agricultural  journals,  are  im- 
proving the  old  system  of  cultivation,  and  adding 
active  ami  powerful  stimulants  to  the  energies  ofour 
production. 

Trade.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  fhe  means  of  ac- 
quiring accurate  statistical  information  with  regard 
to  the  comprehensive  interests  of  our  state,  are  not 
more  satislaclory.  Such  information  would  at  all 
times  be  useful  to  the  legislature,  and  frequently  im- 
portant to  other  departments  of  the  government.-^ 
Our  commerce  seeks  such  diversified  channels  along 
the  w hole  line  of  the  Chesapeake,  through  our  own 
ports,  those  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  state 
of  Maryland,  and  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  in  the 
west,  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  correct  estimate 
of  its  total  value.  Though  the  regulation  of  its  ex- 
ternal interests  has  been  confided  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment, it  is  nevertheless  our  duty  to  watch  over 
and  foster  those  domestic  resources  which  supply  the 
foreign  market,  and  to  see  that  they  receive  a just 
protection.  I would,  therefore,  call  your  attention  lo 
the  oppressive  and  unexampled  burdens  to  which 
one  of  our  principal  staples  has  been  long  subjected, 
and  I submit  whether  it  is  not  expedient  lor  you, 
through  our  representation  in  congress,  to  enforce 
the  just  claims  of  our  tobacco  planters,  to  a reduc- 
tion of  the  enormous  duties  imposed  on  tobacco,  by 
most  European  governments.  In  some  instances, 
these  duties  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  on  the 
hogshead,  while  luxuries  from  the  countries  impos- 
ing them,  are  admitted  into  the  United  Slates  duty 
Iree,  and  no  article  of  commerce  is  subjected  t0  any- 
thing like  Ihe  same  tax.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive, 
w hy  an  article  which  ranks  second  in  the  expGrtsof 
the  United  Slutes,  and  which  enters  so  largely  jMto 
the  consumption  of  civilized  and  savage  man,  should 
have  been  selected  as  the  subject  oi  such  a system 
of  taxation,  or  why  the  injurious  effects  of  these  du- 
ties have  not  been  urged  in  a more  emphatic  manner 
on  the  consideration  of  foreign  governments.  It  has 
been  stated  by  those  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  that  the  different  European  go- 
vernments. interested  (and  many  of  them  deeply) 
in  the  tobacco  Irade,  derive  an  annual  revenue,  by 
means  ol  imposts  on  American  tobacco,  larger  than 
the  whole  current  revenue  of  the  United  S ates. — 
The  beneficial  consequences  of  a reduction  of  these 
duties,  would  soon  be  feit  by  an  increased  demand, 
and  better  pi  ices  for  this  valuable  product  of  our 
soil. 

The  great  perfection  attained  by  our  millers  in  the 
manufacture  of  flour,  has  given  to  our  brands  the 
highesst  reputation  in  our  own  country  and  in  fo- 
reign markets.  The  manufacture  ol  cheap  cotton 
cloths,  of  iion,  paper,  salt,  glass,  See.  in  our  state  has 
rapidly  extended,  and  already  reached  a point  at 
which  it  may  be  considered  as  having  established  a 
successful  competition  with  the  best  articles  manu- 
factured elsewhere.  The  cities  of  Richmond  and 
Wheeling,  as  well  as  Petersburg,  Lynchburg  and  se- 
veral ottier  sites,  are  employing  very  large  amounts 
of  capital  in  manufactures,  and  are  displacing  an 
energy  which  will  soon  entitle  Virginia  to  a "high 
rank  among  the  manufacturing  states. 

Our  imports,  like  those  of  all  the  states,  have  been 
affected  by  the  frequent  fluctuations  of  general  com- 
merce within  the  last  few  years,  but  they  indicate  a 
progressive  impiovement,  which  encourages  tfie  be- 
iiel,  that  at  no  distant  period,  our  foreign  trade  will 
flow  in  more  direct  and  natural  channels  than  those 
in  which  habit,  rather  than  expediency,  lias  so  Ions 
confined  it.  1 lie  amount  ol  our  exports  exhibits  a 
striking  contrast  with  our  importations,  and  shews 
beyond  doubt  that  we  possess  abundant  means  for 
sustaining  that  credit  abioad,  which  will  enable  us 
to  derive  those  advantages  from  onr  foreign  com- 
merce  which  are  now  enjoyed  chiefly  by  others. — 
The  application  ot  steam  to  marine  navigation, 
white  it  brings  distant  nations  in  closer  contact  with 
each  other,  will  probably  render  useless  many  of 
those  complicated  agencies  through  which  the  pro- 
ducts of  one  region  have  sought  a market  in  another, 
and  as  the  result  of  a better  acquaintance  betw'een 
‘Afferent  countries  will  establish  a less  artificial  and 
more  direct  system  of  foreign  credit.  The  mono- 


polies ol  the  carrying  trade,  and  of  established  com- 
mercial depots,  as  well  as  Ihe  restraints  which  go- 
vernments impose  on  trade,  w dl  probably  be  brought 
more  under  the  salutary  influence  of  fair  competi- 
tion, by  this  system  ot  improvement  oil  the  great 
highway  of  nations.  Experience,  however,  lias 
shown  that  commerce,  like  Ihe  tides  of  the  ocean,  is 
regulated  by  its  own  laws,  and  that  neither  the  w is- 
dom  nor  the  power  of  successive  generations  will 
suffice  to  prescribe  its  permanent  course  or  its  liufits. 
VVIule  vve  may  look  with  confidence  to  the  sure  re- 
sults ol  time,  it  is  not  within  the  compass  ol  state 
legislation,  suddenly  to  change  the  established  order 
of  things  with  regard  to  Ihe  foreign  tiade  of  the  sta- 
ple states.  The  exports  of  Richmond  for  ttie  year 
1839,  amounted  to  $3,577,325,  w hile  the  amount  of 
foreign  imporls  was  only  $361,254.  The  imports 
and  exports  of  our  whole  state  for  some  years  past, 
will  probably  bear  towaids  each  oilier  nearly  the 
same  relation.  While  a well  regulated  system  of 
domestic  credit  will  doubtless  greatly  facilitate  a 
better  and  more  equal  foreign  trade,  it  is  necessary 
also  lo  command  that  credit  abroad,  to  which  our 
exports  entitle  us,  and  I am  happy  to  learn  t ha*  our 
enterprising  merchants  are  adopting  active  measures 
to  extend  their  acquaintance,  and  establish  a more 
direct  intercourse  with  foreign  countries.  The  time 
is  probably  not  distant,  when  through  the  agencies 
of  steam,  regular  lines  of  packets  will  be  establish- 
ed from  the  ports  ol  the  Chesapeake  to  those  ot  Eu- 
rope. One  of  the  inconveniencies  springing  from 
our  indirect  foreign  trade,  is  the  dependence  of  our 
banking  institutions  on  the  northern  cities.  The 
merchant  from  Virginia  collects  his  debts  in  the 
notes  ofour  banks,  and  carries  them  to  those  cities 
in  payment  for  the  goods  he  lias  bought  there  and 
sold  here,  and  thus  they  accumulate  to  such  an 
amount  as  to  render  our  banks  generally  debtors, 
and  to  make  it  inexpedient,  if  not  impossible,  for 
them  either  to  continue,  or  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, without  the  co-operation  of  the  banks  of  the 
importing  cities.  It  is  probable  also  that  a larger 
amount  of  banking  capital  is  necessary  to  carry  on 
this  circuitous  Irade,  than  would  suffice  to  accom- 
modate a more  direct  foreign  trade,  while  it  is  cer- 
tain that  vve  are  now  subjected  to  the  inconvenien- 
cies  and  expenses  of  the  two  modes,  without  enjoy- 
ing to  their  full  extent  the  advantages  of  either. 

Bunks.  The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
our  banks,  which  occurred  prior  to  the  meeting  of 
the  last  general  assembly,  still  continues.  It  is 
hoped  that  a speedy  and  steady  resumption  will  be 
made,  and  it  is  proper  that  the  legislative  authority 
should  take  steps  to  facilitate  and  ensure  so  desirable 
and  necessary  a result.  The  quarterly  reports  from 
these  institutions  to  the  executive,  required  by  the 
act  of  March,  1837,  have  been  regulaitv  made  by 
most  ot  them.  The  Merchants’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank,  not  having  accepted  the  provisions  of  Ihe  act 
ol  March,  1837,  providing  general  regulations  for 
the  banks  of  the  commonwealth,  is  not  requited  to 
make  these  reports.  A statement  of  the  condition 
of  that  institution,  however,  was  received  in  July 
last,  and  will  be  found  will)  the  other  reports  accom- 
panying this  communication. 

Having  received  intelligence  of  a serious  defalca- 
tion anil  embezzlement  in  Ihe  Bank  of  Virginia,  in 
the  month  of  April  last,  I deemed  it  my  duty  under 
tlie  act  of  March,  1837,  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  inspect  and  report  the  condition  of  that 
institution.  Their  report,  together  w ith  the  instruc- 
tions under  which  they  acted,  and  the  correspondence 
between  this  department  and  the  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Virginia,  are  herewith  submitted.  Crimi- 
nal prosecutions  have  been  commenced  against  some 
ot  the  parties  implicated  in  thisf  ransaction.  The  re- 
port of  these  commissioners,  and  the  subsequent  ac- 
tion of  the  stockholders  of  this  bank,  are  Ihe  only 
sources  of  information  as  to  its  condition,  to  which 
1 Iiave  had  access.  These  indicate  a very  consider- 
able loss  to  the  institution,  the  effects  of  which  have 
been  severely  fell  by  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as 
individuals.  The  whole  subject  is  one  which  will 
demand  your  careful  consideration.  The  dividends 
arising  Iroui  Ihe  stock  of  this  bank,  have  heretofore 
constituted  an  important  item  in  Ihe  fiscal  resomces 
of  Ihe  commonwealth,  and  I suggest  whether  it  is  not 
expedient  lo  provide  for  their  regular  continuance,  if 
the  condition  of  the  hank  shall  warrant  it,  rather 
than  to  suspend  them  until  the  original  capital  is  re- 
stored. This  will  tend  to  mitigate  the  inconveni- 
ence which  has  resulted  to  the  state,  and  lo  indivi- 
duals, and  may  be  accomplished  by  adapting  the 
present  capital  stock  to  the  ptesenl  resources  of  the 
bank.  There  is  no  other  alternative  but  to  suspend 
the  dividends  until  the  actual  Iossps  of  the  institution 
have  been  repaired,  in  which  event  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  a considerable  deficiency  in  the 
public  receipts  from  other  sources. 

The  occurrence  of  so  large  a defalcation  in  any 
bank,  without  immediate  detection,  implies  great 
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negligence  in  its  management,  and  furnishes  another 
proof  of  the  necessity  for  some  additional  safeguards 
to  protect  the  immense  interests  of  society  in  these 
institutions.  It  may  be  impossible  to  prevent  crime 
under  any  system,  but  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  de- 
tect offenders  of  this  class  under  a vigilant  applica- 
tion of  the  general  laws  of  the  land,  and  of  the  par- 
ticular by-laws  of  banking  companies. 

The  condition  of  our  banks  generally,  for  some 
years  past,  has  excited  much  and  anxious  inquiry  as 
to  the  advantages  and  inconveniences  of  the  estab- 
lished system  of  credit.  Tnis  system  has  been  ex- 
posed to  the  dangers  of  its  own  peculiar  structure, 
and  to  those  which  are  incident  to  our  plan  of  go- 
vernment. The  conflicting  agencies  of  seven-and- 
twenty  governments,  each  of  which  has  claimed  and 
exercised  the  power  of  legislation  over  this  subject, 
continues  to  present  difficulties  which  exist  no  where 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  The  num- 
ber ot  local  interests  to  be  accommodated,  besides 
the  political  influences  which  have  been  connected 
with  this  subject,  do  net  permit  the  government  of 
any  state  to  close  its  eyes  upon  the  surrounding 
causes  which  must,  to  some  extent,  interfere  with, 
if  they  do  not  control  its  own  policy.  Our  experi- 
ence lias  often  suggested  the  inquiry,  whether  many 
of  the  inconveniences  which  we  have  felt,  did  not 
result  necessarily  from  the  peculiar  forms  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  whether  they  were  not  compensated 
by  the  benefits  which  we  enjoy,  as  well  as  by  the 
dangers  which  have  been  avoided  by  a limited  and 
jealous  concession  of  power  from  the  states  to  the 
federal  government.  While  the  power  to  regulate 
the  currency,  if  discreetly  used  by  the  federal  go- 
vernment, might  save  us  much  inconvenience,  the 
framers  o;  our  federal  compact  seem  to  have  been 
aware  that  it  was  one  which  might  be  abused  for 
very  different  purposes.  As  the  power  of  govern- 
ment must  of  necessity  be  conlided  to  frail  and  falli- 
ble men,  it  is  better  to  grant  too  little  than  too  much; 
and  under  governments  of  prescribed,  constitut  onal 
limits,  it  is  not  safe  to  exercise  any  power  which  is 
not  cleariy  granted  or  necessarily  implied.  While 
we  can  only  influence  the  other  states,  as  they  may 
intluence  us,  by  force  of  example,  and  the  federal 
government  by  our  voice  constitutionally  express 
ed  as  one  ol  its  constituents,  it  is  impossible  for 
U3  to  foresee  what  will  be  the  action  of  either  in 
relerence  to  a subject  on  which,  as  much  as  any 
other,  the  whole  union  has  a common  interest.  The 
federal  government,  in  its  fiscal  relations  with  the 
states,  must  either  employ  its  own  means  or  those  of 
the  states,  tor  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  its 
revenue;  and  whether  it  relies  on  a national  bank,  an 
independent  treasury,  of  specie  or  of  treasury  notes, 
or  ot  government  credit  in  some  other  form,  or  on 
the  state  banks,  to  furnish  the  medium  of  collection, 
and  as  general  or  special  depositories  of  its  revenue, 
its  l n tin euce  must  be  lelt  to  a greater  or  less  extent 
by  any  system  which  the  states  can  adopt.  Each 
state,  therefore,  has  duties  as  well  as  interests,  re- 
sulting Irom  its  intimate  association  with  the  other 
states,  and  with  the  federal  government,  which 
should  not  be  disregarded  in  its  deliberations  on 
this  subject.  If  we  had  absolute  jurisdiction  ol  this 
whole  subject,  or  if  we  were  called  to  legislate  on 
it  as  an  original  question,  our  views  and  our  duties 
might  be  very  different.  But  it  is  proper  for  us  to 
regard  the  condition  of  the  country  as  it  really  is, 
and  not  as  our  imaginations  might  depict  it.  When 
banks  were  first  introduced,  t hey  were  intended  to 
be,  what  they  ought  now  to  be,  the  means  of  circu- 
lating a pap  -r  always  convertible  into  specie  at  tile 
will  ot  the  holder.  T heir  failure  to  realise  this  just 
expectation,  whether  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  errors  of 
legislation,  or  to  mismanagement  ol  the  banks,  or  to 
both  causes,  has  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  a 
reform  of  abuses  which  have  been  so  extensively 
felt  by  society. 

I would  suggest  that  there  is  a necessity  for  more 
direct  ami  efficient  responsibility  in  the  agents  or  otti 
cers  to  whom  the  business  of  banks  is  confided.  The 
present  rate  of  bank  profits  on  fair  business  transac- 
tions, renders  it  questionable  whether  stockholders 
can  be  made  personal ly  liable,  without  destroying 
th;  system;  but  the  responsibility  of  directors  to  a 
greater  extent  than  now  exists  even  if  it  should  re 
quire  a preiniu  i:  or  salary  lo  induce  the  acceptance 
ol  the  office,  would  b-  practical  economy,  if  it  pre- 
vented only  a small  portion  of  the  losses  which  so 
frequently  occur.  Ttie  commissioners  appointed  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Viag  nia,  have 
expressed  no  opinion  a?  to  the  liability  of  the  direc- 
tors under  the  act  ol  1837;  as  it  is  properly  a ques- 
tion (or  judicial  construction,  should  it  arise,  I for- 
bear to  express  any  opinion  wilfi  regard  to  it. 

Wnile  it  would  be  unjust  and  injurious  to  the  cor- 
porations and  individuals,  unnecessarily  to  expose 
private  credit,  publicity  as  to  the  general  results  ol 
bank  business,  is  calculated  to  render  these  institu- 
tions more  safe  and  useful.  The  quarterly  reports, 


now  required  of  our  banks,  have  had  the  effect,  I 
doubt  not,  of  increasing  their  caution  and  vigilance. 
Though  the  discretionary  power  is  vesled  in  the  ex- 
ecutive to  appoint  a special  commission  to  examine 
any  of  the  banks,  it  is  a power  which  was  apparent- 
ly designed  only  lor  emergencies,  and  the  necessity 
for  its  exercise  cannot  well  be  known  until  the  dan 
ger  has  occurred.  It  is  therefore  not  remedial.  A 
permanent  board  of  competent  commissioners,  or- 
ganized so  that  a portion  of  the  members  would  be 
renewed  annually,  and  examining  all  the  banks  at 
irregular  intervals,  would  piobably  answer  better. 

The  efficacy  of  forfeitures  and  other  penalties 
now  imposed  to  prevent  suspensions  of  specie  pay- 
ments, may  well  be  ques  ioned,  since  they  are  inva- 
riably released,  and  could  not  well  be  enforced, 
without  indicting  severe  punishments  on  the  commu- 
nity for  the  delinquences  of  the  banks.  1 think  it  is 
better  to  subject  banks  to  the  payment  of  an  ade- 
quate rale  of  interest  on  their  notes  during  periods 
of  suspension,  as  they  would  be  thereby  stimulated 
to  resumption,  and  induced  to  prevent  suspensions 
by  keeping  their  issues  within  moderate  bounds. 

The  large  amount  of  stock  held  by  the  state  in 
our  banks,  is  not  represented  at  all  at  meetings  of 
the  stockholders,  and  only  in  the  boards  of  directors 
by  a minority.  If  the  state  directors  die  or  resign, 
their  places  are  filled  by  the  remaining  directors,  so 
that  it  may  occur  that  the  stock  of  the  state  will  be 
wholly  unrepresented  at  meetings  of  the  stockholders 
and  at  the  board. 

While  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  those  who 
own  the  stock  of  banking  companies,  and  who  are 
to  gain  or  loose  by  their  good  or  bad  management, 
will  best  understand  and  administer  the  details  of 
their  o.vn  business,  and  while  it  is  true  that  a legis- 
lature would  constitute,  perhaps,  the  worst  of  all  di- 
rectories, except  an  executive,  for  tiiese  purposes,  it 
is  equally  true,  that  without  general  regulations  and 
wholesome  restrictions,  corporations,  like  steam  en- 
gines, are  apt  to  produce  mischievous  results  to  them- 
selves and  to  society. 

Finances  The  finances  of  the  commonwealth, 
will,  no  doubt,  command  your  early  and  most  deli- 
berate attention.  While  our  public  debt  is  by  no 
means  considerable,  compared  with  our  resources, 
and  while  ample  provision  has  been  promptly  made 
to  meet  all  demands  on  the  treasury,  it  is  due  to  the 
interests  and  honor  of  the  state,  that  our  financial 
system  should  be  placed  on  a more  steady  and  per- 
manent basis,  one  which  will  preserve  our  faith  and 
credit  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion,  and  accommo- 
date itself  with  the  utmost  attainable  facility  to  the 
means  of  our  citizens.  The  necessity  under  which 
the  states  have  placed  themselves,  of  deriving  their 
revenues  from  direct  taxes,  while  it  cherishes  eco- 
nomy and  responsibility,  and  excites  a vigilance 
which  is  not  lelt  as  to  our  much  larger  indirect  con- 
tributions to  the  federal  treasury,  has  not  had  the 
effect  of  rendering  the  people  of  Virginia  parsimo- 
nious, or  insensible  to  any  just  demand  on  their  pub- 
lic sprit.  It  is  the  characteristic  of  u commonwealth, 
that  whatever  is  wanted  for  the  public  service,  is 
freely  given,  as  the  benefits  and  the  burdens  are 
shared  by  all.  The  anticipation  of  the  revenue  by 
means  of  loans,  except  in  cases  of  great  emergency, 
or  where  the  objects  to  which  the  state  may  hmd  its 
credit,  will  certainly  be  adequate  to  reimburse  the 
debt,  is  a tempting  and  delusive  species  of  taxation, 
founded  on  distrust  of  the  intelligence  and  patriotism 
of  the  people.  If  not  timely  checked,  it  will  end  in 
the  establishment  of  a public  debt,  to  discharge  the 
interest  of  which,  the  ordinary  revenue  will  not  more 
than  suffice.  We  are  far  from  having  reached  this 
point.  Our  debt  is  entirely  within  our  means,  and 
compared  with  that  ol  many  other  states,  it  is  really 
inconsiderable.  But  t lie  present  is  deemed  a favor- 
able period  for  a thorough  examination  into  our  lia- 
bilities and  resources,  and  an  adjustment  of  the  ac- 
count which  will  hereafter  place  our  available  means 
more  under  our  control. 

The  details  of  our  fiscal  system  have  become 
very  complex,  noton  account  of  the  numerous  sub- 
jects of  taxation,  for  these  are  fewer  than  in  most 
other  governments,  nor  on  account  of  rates  of  re- 
venue assessed  for  state  purposes;  for  these  are 
lower,  it  is  believed  Ilian  any  state  whose  jurisdic- 
tion anil  civil  list  approximate  to  our  own,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  multiplied  agencies  assigned  to 
the  various  corporations  which  form  parts  of  it. 
The  two  great  funds  of  education  and  improvement, 
each  of  which  consists  chietly  of  stocks  of  the  state 
and  of  other  corporations,  the  amount  of  slock 
owned  by  the  commonwealth  proper  in  the  banks, 
the  state  stock  held  by  the  banks,  and  the  relations 
of  debtor  and  creditor,  which  exist  between  these 
several  corporations,  and  between  each  of  them  and 
the  state,  however  convenient  they  may  be  found  in 
practice,  render  the  accounts  of  our  finances  really 
very  intricate.  The  aggregate  public  debt  of  the 
state  is  about  $6,720,948. 


The  commonwealth  holds  stock  and 
funds  in  banks  and  other  compa- 
nies to  the  amount  of 
The  literary  fund  to  the  amount  of 
The  fund  for  internal  improvement 
to  the  amount  of 

The  sinking  fund  to  the  amount  of 


2,543,939  83 
1,468,116  50 

7,987,583  82 
61,547  15 


Making  an  aggregate  of  $12,066,137  30 

held  by  the  commonwealth  and  corporations  which 
it  has  created,  and  over  which  it  has  entiip  control. 
From  the  amount  of  these  stocks,  viz:  7,987,5S3  82 
dollars,  held  by  the  fund  for  internal  improvement, 
and  the  amount  of  these,  viz:  $2,714,278  41,  which 
are  now  productive,  it  will  be  seen  that  a large  por- 
tion of  the  stock  held  by  the  state  and  the  state  in- 
stitutions, are  not  now  available,  as  a means  of  re- 
venue. Of  the  aggregate  ol  $12  066,187  30,  the 
sum  of  $6,887,790  71,  is  either  now  productive,  or 
may  soon  become  so,  and  of  that  portion  of  the 
public  funds  which  is  now  totally  unproductive, 
there  is  a large  amount  held  in  works  of  internal 
improvements  not  yet  complete,  much  of  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  ere  long  become  productive.  The 
aggregate  of  debt,  viz:  $6. 720, 94S  and  the  aggre- 
gate of  funds,  viz:  $12.o66.1b7  30,  both  include 
the  sum  of  $1,247,862  91,  of  state  certificates  held 
by  institutions  under  the  control  of  the  state,  or  in 
fact  by  the  state  itself.  Deducting  this  amount,  the 
debt  of  the  state  will  be  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
$5  473,086.  In  estimating  the  public  debl.  it  is 
proper  to  regard  the  amount  of  subscriptions  autho- 
rised, but  not  yet  applied  for,  on  account  of  some 
contemplated  improvements,  viz:  $2,787,520. 

It  will  be  several  years  before  any  considerable 
portion  ol  our  debt  is  redeemable,  and  many  years 
before  it  is  entirely  so.  There  is,  therefore,  ample 
time,  and  in  rny  estimation,  abundant  reason,  for 
the  establishment  of  an  adequate  sinking  fund, 
which  will  render  the  redemption  of  our  debt  gra- 
dual and  easy;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  the  stocks 
owned  by  the  state  and  not  now  productive,  shall 
become  so,  their  proceeds  can  be  applied  to  aug- 
ment this  fund,  or  to  such  other  purposes  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  commonwealth  may  require. 

The  actual  deficit  in  the  revenue  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  exceeded  the  estimate  of  the  last  general  as- 
sembly, and  made  it  necessary  for  the  executive, 
under  the  act  of  March,  18,  1840,  to  authorise  the 
treasurer  to  borrow  from  time  to  time  from  the  Bank 
ol  Virginia,  the  Farmers’  and  the  Exchange  bank, 
the  sum  of  $175,700,  prior  to  the  1st  of  October, 
and  $25,000  since  that  period.  If  the  policy  of 
loans  generally  is  questionable,  theie  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  impolitic  to  borrow  to  meet  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  government.  The  necessity  for 
imposing  the  tax  is  only  postponed,  and  its  burden 
is  finally  increased  by  the  accumulation  of  interest. 
This  policy  of  loans  in  time  of  peace,  commenced 
so  long  since,  and  has  been  so  gradually  connected 
with  the  operations  of  our  treasury,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult even  now  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  once,  unless  an 
advantageous  disposition  can  be  made  of  some  of 
the  slocks  held  by  the  state.  As  very  little  of  the 
revenue  which  you  may  assess  will  be  received  into 
the  treasury  before  the  1st  of  October  next,  and  a 
large  portion  of  tile  revenue  now  in  the  treasury, 
will  be  required  to  pay  the  banks  on  the  15th  of  the 
present  month,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  some 
temporary  means  of  supplying  the  deficiency.  The 
value  of  all  stocks  is  of  so  peculiar  and  delicate  a 
nature,  that  a peremptory  sale  of  any  large  amount, 
must  always  atfect  the  price  and  cause  a sacrifice. 
A discretionary  authority  to  sell,  with  some  alterna- 
tive provision,  in  case  a sale  cannot  be  effected  oil 
advantageous  terms,  is  probably  the  only  means  by 
which  our  stocks  can  be  used  to  answer  the  imme- 
diate demands  of  the  treasury. 

The  banks,  which  promptly  aided  the  common- 
wealth during  the  past  year,  were  required  by  an 
act  of  the  last  session,  to  furnish  means  of  paying 
tile  interest  on  the  public  debt,  in  specie  or  its  equi- 
valent, when  demanded  by  the  public  creditors.  So 
far  as  this  demand  was  made,  they  were  subjected 
to  a loss  of  the  difference  between  specie  and  cur- 
rent notes,  and  as  it  was  inclined  for  tile  accommo- 
dation ol  the  state,  I submit  whether  it  is  not  proper 
to  relieve  them  from  it. 

The  public  warehouse  at  Petersburg,  the  property 
of  the  state,  is  represented  as  being  entirely  unpro- 
ductive, and  a charge  on  the  treasury.  1 suggest, 
therelore,  whether  it  be  not  expedient  to  authorise 
its  sale.  It  is  eligibly  situated,  and  may  command 
its  value. 

I recommend  lo  your  consideration  the  bill  pre- 
pared with  great  care  by  our  experienced  first  audi- 
tor, and  submitted  to  the  general  assembly  at  its  last 
session,  on  the  subject  of  our  revenue  laws. 

In  1837,  the  executive  loaned  $98,065  83,  part  of 
the  federal  surplus,  to  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
I rail  road  company,  reserving  the  right  to  adopt  cer* 
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tain  precautionaiy  measures  to  ensure  the  payment 
of  interest,  &c.  The  attention  ol  this  company  was 
called  during  the  past  year  to  the  amount  in  arrear, 
when  a proposition  was  made  for  the  executive  to 
accept  a draft  on  the  board  of  public  works  for  the 
amount  of  $100, 000,  that  sum  being  the  balance  of 
a loan  of  $150,000,  authorised  by  the  act  of  March 
30, 1338,  to  be  made  from  the  board  of  public  works 
to  this  company.  This  arrangement  was  acceded  to 
by  this  department,  whirls  leaves  a balance  of  1 1,993 
dollars  and  86  cents  still  due  to  the  commonwealth 
from  the  company,  and  give  the  commonwealth  her 
own  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $100,000. 

Internal  improvements.  The  advantages  of  an  en- 
ergetic and  judicious  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment have  been  too  long  and  too  extensively  felt 
throughout  the  commonwealth  to  require  any  spe- 
culative recommendation  to  your  attention.  This 
may  now  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  settled  policy 
of  Virginia,  and  it  only  remains  tor  us  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  our  experience,  amt  render  our  future  effoi  ts 
more  practical,  by  supplying  those  defects  which 
have  become  apparent  either  in  the  design  or  the 
execution  of  our  plans.  The  large  fund  which  at 
an  early  period  was  set  apart  and  dedicated  to  this 
purpose,  though  it  has  received  considerable  acces- 
sions from  time  to  time,  has  been  found  inadequate 
to  the  demands  of  our  state,  and  a series  of  loans 
have  been  authorised,  to  enable  the  state  to  meet  its 
engagements  as  a stockholder  in  joint  stock  compa- 
nies, or  as  sole  proprietor  of  these  works.  The  ag- 
gregate of  these  loans  now  negotiated  in  one  form  or 
other  amounts  to  $'6,2S6,2S4.  Authority  has  been 
given  to  negotiate  loans  to  the  amount  of  2,737,520 
dollars,  which  has  not  been  applied  for,  and  a con- 
siderable part  of  which  will  probably  never  be  re- 
quired. The  actual  fund  for  internal  improvement 
now  productive,  maybe  estimated  at  $2,714,278  41. 
The  interest  paid  during  the  la«t  fiscal  year  on  loans 
for  various  objects  of  interal  improvement  was 
$‘347,192  65.  The  actual  product  of  internal  im- 
provement companies  during  that  period  was  19,327 
dollars  and  03  cents,  or  about  four  per  cent,  on  the 
sum  of  $479,662,  held  by  (he  slate  in  thirteen  com- 
panies. Tile  act  of  April  9,  1338,  provides  that  (he 
stock  procured  by  the  state  in  any  company  by- 
means  ol  loans,  with  the  dividends  on  it,  and  the 
income  from  state  woi  ks  executed  by  means  of  loans, 
shall  be  considered  a fund  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  loan,  and  for  its  ultimate  redemption.  And 
if  the  income  from  these  sources,  together  with  the 
income  of  the  fund  for  intej-nal  improvement,  should 
be  inadequate  to  pay 'the  interest  on -such  loans,  the 
auditor  is  directed,  on  the  application  -of  the  board 
of  public  works  to  supply  the  deficiency  -from  the 
treasury.  And  if  the  treasury  should  be  insufficient 
at  the  time  to  meet  the  demand,  the  board  of  public 
works  are  authorised  to  borrow  the  necessary  amount 
from  the  banks.  It  will  be  perceived  that  our  pub- 
lic works  and  the  general  fund  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently productive  to  meet  the  interestoo  theseloans, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $239,709  has  been  required  from 
the  treasury-  for  that  purpose. 

While  a w ise  and  benifieent  government  would 
-never  engage  in  a system  of  internal  improvement 
with  an  exclusive  view  to  its  profit  as  a stockholder, 
and  while  the  state  frequently  derives  more  from  the 
multiplied  sources  of  its  general  revenue  through  its 
treasury  than  from  its  pioperty  in  these  works,  it  is 
still  proper  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  ren- 
der the  system  sufficiently  productive,  at  least,  to 
sustain  itself.  Though  it  is  the  same  thing  to  the 
fommonweakh  whether  its  revenue  isderived  in  the 
form  of  dividends  from  a turnpike,  or  as  a tax  on 
lands,  t.tje  value  of  which  has  been  enhanced  by  ils 
construction, there  is  a difference  to  tile  citizen  who 
lives  remote  liom  the  line  of  the  improvement. — 
With  the  exception  cf  some  portions  of  the  state 
where  the  lands  are  fertile  a,ud  (lie  population,  for 
want  of  access  to  .market,  is  gti.1,1  sparce,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly , true  .that  those  vv.oi-ks  far  which  there  is 
really  a necessity,  will,  when  properly  constructed 
and  managed,  always  sustain  themselves.  In  cases 
where  these  exceptions  occur,  it  is  often  sound  po- 
licy, even  in  a fiscal  point  of  view,  to  augment  the 
means  of  general  revenue  by  appropriations  where 
no  return  is  expected  in  the  form  of  tolls  or  divi- 
dends, But  it  is  otherwise  on  onr  great  lines  of  im- 
provement. Justice  to  tin:  stockholders  and  to  the 
citizens  of  the  state  at  large,  requires  that  these 
should  sustain  themselves.  No  argument  against 
the  general  policy  qf  internal  improvement  is  fairly 
inferrible  from  the  unproductive  character  of  some 
of  our  public  works,  This  fact  may  show  that  er- 
rors have  beep  pornmitted  iq  the  original  plan  in  the 
execution  or  management  of  particular  woi  ks,  but 
it  shows  no  more.  It  is  sometimes  the  result  of  fal- 
lacious estimates,  either  as  to  the  cost  or  the  product 
qt  the  work;  sometimes  it  proceeds  from  want  of 


is  sufficient.  The  business  of  joint  stock  companies 
is  apt  to  fall  eventually  into  the  hands  of  a few  per- 
sons, who,  from  inattention  to  the  mass  of  stockhol- 
ders, acquire,  by  means  of  proxies  or  otherwise,  the 
control  of  the  corporation.  The  directors  them- 
selves, especially  in  smaller  companies,  frequently 
neglect  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law 
and  reasonable  public  expectation,  in  superintend- 
ing and  stimulating  the  interests  confided  to  their 
care. 

The  present  is  a favorable  period  for  an  examina- 
tion into  the  defects  of  our  system,  and  correcting 
them  by  the  aid  of  an  experience  which  will  not 
have  been  dearly  bought,  it  it  imparts  more  success- 
ful energy,  and  more  judicious  discrimination  to  our 
future  plans.  It  would  be  unjust  to  expect  from 
some  of  these  companies  more  than  they  could  have 
accomplished  in  the  short  time  of  their  existence, 
particularly  as  many  of  them  are  yet  struggling  with 
difficulties  incident  to  new  experiments.  It  is 
gratifying  to  perceive  that  many  of  them  are  in- 
creasing their  uselulness  ami  their  profits,  and  we 
may  hope,  that  with  additional  zeal,  they  will  yet 
realize  the  expectations  they  have  excited,  when 
the  various  links  are  complete  which  will  connect 
the  chain  of  onr  northern  and  southern,  and  our 
eastern  and  western  commerce.  The  large  amount 
of  stock  held  by  the  state  in  these  companies,  and 
the  heavy  liabilities  incurred  on  their  account,  sug- 
gest ttie  necessity  of  lending  them  all  the  indulgence 
and  aid  in  our  power,  to  sustain  and  render  them 
productive.  In  a financial  point  of  view  alone,  this 
would  be  proper,  where  there  is  reasonable  ground 
to  expect,  that  works  which  yield  nothing  now, 
could  be  made  productive  by  the  fostering  care  of 
the  state.  Though  it  is  time  that  we  should  look 
closely  to  the  productive  capacity  of  our  slocks, 
slid  the  general  effects  of  the  system  of  improve- 
ment cannot  be  estimated  in  dollars  and  cents. — 
These  lilies  of  communication  serve  to  strengthen 
every  tie  which  unites  us  as  citizens  of  the  same 
slate,  and  as  citizens  of  the  union.  They  are  cal- 
culated not  only  to  convert  the  rude  wilderness  into 
cultivated  farms  and  beautiful  hamlets,  but  to  tem- 
per the  unsocial  passions  which  solitude  and  seclu- 
sion are  too  apt  to  cherish  in  the  human  bosom  — 
Every  highway  is  a school,  where  man  learns  that 
lie  violates  the  first  law  of  his  nature  when  he  lives 
only  for  himself,  and  his  intelligence,  and  his  virtue 
expand  with  his  social  relations. 

I refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  public 
works  for  the  details  of  the  last  year’s  operations. — 
Great  inconvenience  is  felt  from  the  irregularity  of 
the  ipports  from  many  of  the  companies,  and  from 
the  imperfect  manner  in  which  others  are  made  out. 

Accompanied  by  the  second  auditor,  ( who  pos- 
sesses an  intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  of  our 
plans  of  education  and  improvement),  I visited  dur- 
ing the  year,  tile  Dismal  Swamp  canal,  the  Ports- 
mouth and  Roanoke  rail  road,  the  Petersburg  rail 
road,  the  City  Point  rail  road,  the  Richmond  and 
Petersburg  rail  road,  the  Louisa  rail  road,  the  Val- 
ley turnpike,  the  Northwestern  turnpike,  the  turn- 
pike from  Guyandoite  to  Covington,  besides  several 
minor  improvements,  whicii  are  either  complete,  or 
in  progress  of  execution-  The  Dismal  Swamp  ca- 
nal, connecting  as  it  does  by  a beautiful  and  well 
constructed  work,  the  waters  of  Albemarle  sound 
with  those  of  the  Chesapeake,  is  destined  to  open  to 
our  gre.sit.-seaport.of  the  south,  the  valuable  trade  of 
that  portion  of  North  Carolina  which  lies  noith  ol 
Cape  Fear  river,  and  in  connection  with  our  rail 
roads  to  bind  the  hitherto  intimate  relations  of  tiiat 
state  with  onr  own  still  more  indissolubly  together. 
The  Valley  turnpike  is  nearly  complete,  and  will 
contribute  considerably  to  the  tonnage  of  the  Win- 
chester and  Potomac  rail  road.  It  is  a McAdamized 
road,  a species  of  improvement,  better  adapted  to 
the  accommodation  of  our  internal  liadp,  ami  to  the 
habits  of  our  farmers,  than  the  more  expensive 
transportation  of  the  rail  road:  and  I would  recom- 
mend its  extension  through  the  valley  and  to  the 
Tennessee  line,  as  soon  as  our  resources  can  again 
be  brought  into  active  requisition.  The  south- 
western part  of  our  state  is  enti:  led  to  an  improve- 
ment adequate  to  its  own  in'rinsic  importance,  and 
to  the  superior  advantages  it  possesses  as  the  nearest 
route  of  trade  and  travel  from  our  seaboard  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  to  the  states  beyond  it.  The  Richmond, 
Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  raii  road  company  are 
malting  vigorous  effoits  to  complete  their  line  be- 
tween tlie  Rappahannock  and  Potomac,  which  will 
add  very  much  to  their  income,  amt  to  the  public 
accommodation.  The  Northwestern  turnpike  is  an 
enterprise  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  state.  It 
stretches  Irani  the  termination  of  the  Winchester 
and  Potomac  rail  road  to  Parkersburg  on  the  Ohio, 
through  a country  formerly  almost  inaccessible,  hut 
now  increasing  rapidly  in  population  and  wealth. — 
It  is  becoming  a productive  work,  and  ils  usefulness 
would  be  greatly  increased  by  being  capped. at  some 


points  with  stone.  The  James  River  and  Kanawha 
company  are  urging  forward  their  great  work,  and 
the  canal  having  been  opened  nearly  to  Lynchburg, 
we  are  warranted  in  the  anticipation  that  the  lolls, 
will  soon  disembarrass  the  company,  and  contribute’ 
very  much  to  aid  t lie  future  operations  of  the  state. 

A large  amount  of  the  script  issued  by  this  company 
has  been  converted  into  bonds,  to  which  the  trea- 
surer has  affixed  the  guaranty  ol  the  state  pursuant  to 
the  act  of  23d  March,  1839;  and  as  some  of  these 
bonds  have  been  sold  in  the  market  under  par,  it  is 
perhaps  due  to  the  company,  as  well  as  the  state, 
that  the  precise  extent  of  the  commonwealth’s  lia- 
bility should  be  more  clearly  known. 

I would  recommend  a thorough  examination  into 
the  affairs  of  all  our  principal  internal  improvement 
companies,  particularly  into  their  fiscal  concerns. 
Their  relations  to  the  state  render  it  proper,  in  my 
estimation,  that  they  should  be  locked  into  with 
more  precision  than  can  geneially  be  done  through 
their  annual  reports. 

I have  visited  onr  lunatic  asylums,  and  was  gra- 
tified to  find  them  in  good  order,  and  under  an  ad- 
mirable system  of  management.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted, tiiat  so  many  of  the  unfortunate  class  for  whose 
benefit  they  are  designed,  should  be  confined  in  jails 
so  long  as  to  incur  great  expense  to  the  state,  and 
to  render  their  cure  more  doubtful  when  they  are 
admitted  to  the  hospitals.  The  commonwealth 
sustains  a considerable  loss  for  want  of  means  lo 
ensure  collections  from  the  estates  of  lunatics  in  the 
hands  of  committees.  I feel  bound  to  acknow  ledge 
the  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  physicians  and  di- 
rectors of  these  institutions,  for  their  assiduous  at- 
tention and  improved  modes  of  treatment  which 
they  are  introducing. 

Education.  Our  primary  schools  are  undergoing 
a gradual  improvement,  and  their  effects  are  begin- 
ning to  be  extensively  felt  throughout  the  slate. 
This  is  one  of  those  operations  of  government  which 
is  so  silent  and  slow,  that  the  casual  observer,  or 
the  impatient  philanthropist,  is  scarcely  sensible  of 
its  advantages.  It  has  been  too  much  the  fashion 
to  deride  our  common  schools  without  examining 
them.  The  friendless  orphan  arid  the  indigent 
child  are  not  apt  to  attract  attention  w hen  surround- 
ed by  more  conspicuous  objects,  and  the  benevolent 
designs  of  government,  which  to  them,  stands  in 
the  relation  of  a parent,  can  be  fulfilled  only  by 
seeking  them  out  from  obscuiity  and  watching  over 
their  humble  progress.  Experience  lias  shewn 
that  the  state  scholars,  when  properly  attended,  will 
compare  favorably  with  the  others,  and  the  number 
of  them  who  have  attained  to  usefulness  and  high 
distinction,  has  more  than  compensated  their  coun- 
try for  the  cost  of  fostering  them.  The  system 
may  be,  and  should  br  rendered  much  more  useful 
than  it  is;  but  this  cannot  be  done  by  complaints  of 
its  real  or  imagined  defects,  but  by  active  and  per- 
severing efforts  to  secure  the  appointmentof  proper 
agents  in  its  administration.  The  extent  of  its  use- 
fulness depends  chiefly  on  the  school  commission- 
ers, and  if  we  can  secure  a general  and  faithful 
execution  of  the  laws  in  their  true  spirit,  it  is  incal- 
culable. The  public  are  already  greatly  indebted 
to  those  commissioners  who  have  regarded  their 
stations  as  they  really  are,  as  practically  among  the 
most  important  under  our  government,  and  who 
have  devoted  proper  attention  to  a service  involving 
some  trouble  and  no  pecuniary  profit.  I think  it 
important  that  Ihe  county  courts  should  attend  more 
strict ly  to  these  appointments,  and  I would  recom- 
mend, that  the  powers  of  school  commissioners 
should  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  authorise  them  to  select 
annually,  from  presciibed  districts,  a certain  num- 
ber of  poor  boys  of  extraordinary  promise,  who 
shall  receive  a more  complete  education  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  literary  fund,  and  w ho  shall  be  required 
in  turn  to  reimburse  the  state,  by  serving  for  a limit- 
ed time  in  the  rapacity  of  teachers  in  the  primary 
schools.  I think  it  important  also,  that  the  books 
for  these  schools  should  be  selected  with  more  care. 
Some  of  those  now  in  use  are  designed  to  create 
prejudices  in  I he  minds  of  our  youth  against  our 
own  institutions. 

It  is  desirable  that  correct  information  should  be 
possessed  by  each  of  the  states  as  to  the  institutions 
and  laws  of  the  others;  and  w ith  a riew  to  t his,  I 
would  suggest  the  piopriety  of  inviting  a more  ge- 
neral interchange  with  the  other  states  of  I hose  do- 
cuments which  will  make  us  mutually  better  ac- 
quainted. The  most  ludicrous  and  extravagant  ex- 
aggerations of  our  condition,  and  of  the  had  effects 
of  our  schemes  of  public  education,  have  been  pub- 
lished in  other  states  by  persons  whose  ignorance 
would  scarcely  excuse  such  gross  injustice  from  the 
press  of  Ihe  most  distant  nations  ol  the  caith.  In 
3,119  schools,  we  have  now  26,732  poor  children,  at 
an  aveiage  annual  expense  ol  $2  64,  while  in  1322 
only  3,298  were  educated  at  an  average  of  $7  03,. 
which  shows  that  as  the  number  o1  children  deiiv- 


proper  economy  and  vigor  in  its  management,  or 
from  the  vynnt  of  adequate  Jolts  where  the  tonnage 
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ing  the  benefits  of  the  system  has  increased,  the  ex 
penses  of  their  education  have  greatly  diminished. 
The  district  schools  which  have  succeeded  so  well 
elsewhere,  and  are  so  admirably  adapted  lo  a dense 
population,  require  large  contributions  in  aid  of  the 
appropriations  from  the  state.  Where  one  dollar  is 
expended  on  this  plan  fiom  the  means  of  the  state, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  raise  several  dollars 
from  private  sources  and  local  taxalion.  It  never- 
theless furnishes  an  example  worthy  of  our  atten- 
tive consideration,  and  perhaps  the  best  means  of 
securing  its  ultimate  adoption  will  be  the  extension 
of  our  present  plan,  until  the  necessity  of  education 
is  more  generally  felt,  and  private  ellbrts  shall  co- 
operale  with  the  public  means  to  establish  schools  in 
every  neighborhood  which  w ill  be  accessable  to  ail. 

Our  university  and  colleges  continue  to  maintain 
their  high  reputation  for  learning,  arid  to  dispense 
the  blessings  of  scientific  education,  not  only  to  our 
own  youth,  hut  to  those  of  many  other  states. 

The  university  and  the  great  interests  of  educa- 
tion, however,  have  sustained  a very  serious  and 
melancholy  loss  in  the  deaths  of  professors  Bonny- 
castle  and  Davis.  The  latter  gentleman  has  met  an 
untimely  and  tragical  end,  which  ha9  deprived  his 
state  of  a most  useful  and  valued  citizen,  and  so- 
ciety nt  a generous  and  valued  friend.  Suitable  ar- 
rangements are  about  to  be  made,  it  is  believed,  by 
the  visitors  lor  conducting  the  regular  exercises  in 
the  classes  left  vacant  by  these  sad  dispensations. 

The  number  of  our  academies  for  the  instruction 
of  both  sexes  is  increasing,  and  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation has  improved  with  the  supply  of  competent 
teachers. 

The  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind,  at  Staunton,  lias  admitted  a num- 
ber of  pupils  during  the  past  year,  and  I feel  assur- 
ed from  my  own  observation  that  the  tutors  and  of- 
ficers spare  no  pains  to  fulfil  the  munificent  designs 
of  the  state.  The  building  has  been  commenced  on 
a scale  commensurate  will)  the  character  of  an  in- 
stitution liberally  endowed  lor  sucli  purposes. 

Defence.  I submit  the  report  of  (lie  visitors  to  the 
Virginia  military  institute,  and  altera  personal  in- 
spection, I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  this 
institution  to  your  very  favorable  consideration. — 
Its  officers  and  instructors  seem  to  be  peculiarly 
qualified  lor  their  stations.  The  school  combines 
the  method  and  discipline  of  the  camp  w ith  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  lecture  room.  It  is  emphatically  a 
state  institution,  where  on  very  moderate  terms,  the 
benefits  of  scientific  and  practical  military  education 
aie  imparted  to  the  cadets  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  to  a number  of  young  men  who  defray  their  own 
expenses.  I lound  the  public  arms  at  the  arsenal 
in  excellent  order.  The  cadets  from  this  institution 
will  annually  be  enrolled  in  our  militia,  and  will 
contribute  essentially  to  improve  the  present  defec- 
tive organization  and  discipline  of  this  most  natural 
and  sale  defence  of  a free  country.  I commend  to 
you  the  suggestions  of  our  experienced  librarian  in 
liis  last  annual  report  on  the  subject  of  a suituble 
library  for  this  institution. 

I recommend  to  your  attention  the  defects  in  our 
militia  system,  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  adjutant 
general.  The  exact  strength  of  our  militia  can 
never  be  asceitained  under  the  imperfect  returns 
which  are  now  made.  It  is  of  t lie  utmost  importance 
that  tlie  duty  of  enrolling  and  reporting  our  entire 
force  accurately,  should  be  enjoined  tinder  adequate 
penalties,  and  that  our  rank  and  file  should  be  dis- 
tinctly arranged  in  corps  accoiding  to  the  service 
for  which  they  are  destined.  This  is  perhaps  ail 
that  is  attainable  as  to  the  body  of  our  militia,  in 
time  of  peace,  without  incuriing  very  serious  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience,  but  I regard  this  as  indis- 
pensable. In  order  to  form  the  materials  for  a prompt 
and  efficient  foice  in  time  of  war,  it  is  necessary 
either  to  adopt  a better  plan  for  training  our  officers, 
or  to  organize  our  volunteer  corps  into  one  or  more 
distinct  biigades,  capable  of  taking  the  field  on  an 
emergency  and  serving  as  raiying  points  for  the 
tronps  of  the  line. 

Tile  swords  voted  by  the  general  assembly  (o  cer- 
tain officers  or  their  representatives  have  been  at 
lengih  completed,  and  suitable  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  their  presentation,  when  they  are  received. 

I have  received  the  resignation  of  brigadier  gene- 
ral J.  W.  Pegram  of  the  loth  brigade,  occasioned 
by  bis  ins  removal  from  the  limits  of  his  command. 

The  work  at  the  armory  and  on  the  quar- 
ters of  the  officers  of  the  public  guard  has  been 
executed  accoiding  to  the  design  of  the  last  gene- 
ral assembly.  Many  of  ttie  arms  returned  to 
the  armory  are  in  a condition  unfit  for  repair.  I 
have  endeavored  to  require  more  frequent  and  rigid 
inspections  of  the  arms  distiibnted,  but  would  re- 
commend the  subject  as  one  which  calls  for  your 
attention. 

The  examinations  of  various  parts  of  the  capitol. 
the  arrangements  as  to  the  hose,  buckets,  &c.  have 


been  attended  to  pursuant  to  directions  of  the  last 
general  assembly,  and  the  particulars  will  be  re- 
ported by  the  proper  officers.  I cannot  forbear  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  (lie  capitoi, 
and  to  remind  you  o(  the  necessity  to  which  my  pre- 
decessors have  so  often  adverted,  of  providing  more 
room  for  the  preservation  of  our  most  valuable  re- 
cords, and  the  transaction  of  indispensable  public 
business. 

A number  of  the  journals  of  the  genera!  assembly, 
and  some  o!  them  during  the  most  interesting  epochs 
of  our  history,  have  never  been  printed,  and  as  the 
manuscript  is  exposed  lo  accidents  arid  decay,  it  de- 
serves your  consideration,  whether  it  should  not  be 
printed  with  a convenient  index. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  hoard  of 
directors  of  the  penitentiary  will  inform  you  of  the 
general  condition  of  that  institution  and  its  accounts 
during  the  year. 

The  revision  of  the  criminal  code,  provided  for 
some  years  since,  lias  not  been  completed,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  protracted  indisposition  of  the  dis 
tinguished  gentleman  to  whom  it  has  been  confided. 

1 have  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  Richard 
E.  Parker,  esq.  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
appeals,  long  known  and  appreciated  as  a distin- 
guished jurist  and  estimable  man. 

The  police  of  our  common  jails  is  believed  to  be 
some  times  very  defective  under  the  present  laws, 
as  white  persons  and  Idacks.  debtors,  felons  and  lu- 
natics, are  occasionally  confined  in  the  same  apart- 
ments. I recommend  to  your  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  imprisonment  lor  debt  alto- 
gether. Civil  executions  are  intended  to  subject 
the  property,  not  the  persons,  of  debtors  to  the  pay- 
ment oi  their  debts.  Imprisonment  as  a remedy  is 
not  necessary  to  the  creditor’s  rights,  and  as  a punish- 
ment, it  visits  the  misfortunes  rather  than  the  crimes 
of  its  victims.  Ils  constraints  are  ineffectual  as  to 
the  fraudulent,  and  unnecessary  as  to  t lie  honest 
debtor.  By  rendering  final  process  on  judgments 
effectual,  to  reach  lands  and  chuses  in  action,  justice 
may  be  done  without  retaining  ignominy  as  one  of 
its  atti ibutes. 

I have  received  copies  of  resolutions,  &c.  of  the 
legislature  of  New  York  on  t tie  subject  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States:  of  the- legislature  of 
Connecticut  on  the  same  subject,  and  others  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff:  of  I he  legislatures  of  the  states 
of  Maine  and  Indiana  on  the  subject  of  the  north- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States:  of  the  legis 
lature  of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States.  All  ol  which  are  here- 
with communicated. 

I have  also  received,  and  now  communicate,  co- 
pies of  certain  resolutions  and  other  proceedings  of 
tlie  people  of  Georgetown,  and  of  other  citizens  re- 
sident in  the  District  of  Columbia,  complaining  of 
the  legislation  ol  congress,  and  contemplating  a re- 
trocession of  a portion  of  tiie  territory  of  that  Dis- 
trict lo  tlie  state  of  Maryland. 

Presidential.  I would  invite  your  earnest  atten- 
tion to  the  defects  of  our  laws  regulating  tlie  elec- 
tion of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States.  They  are  so  obvious,  and  some 
doubt  existing  whether  the  act  of  March  16,  1832, 
was  still  in  force,  that  1 hesitated  at  one  time  whe- 
ther it  was  not  the  duty  of  this  department  to  con 
vene  the  legislature.  But  as  this  act  had  been  ac- 
quiesced in  in  1836,  I determined,  after  adopting  all 
the  precautions  within  the  reach  of  the  executive, 
in  order  to  give  a fair  and  unbiassed  expression  to 
tlie  popular  will,  to  leave  the  execution  of  that  act, 
defective  as  it  is,  to  tlie  intelligence  and  justice  of 
the  people.  While  difficulties  may  occur  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  any  law  on  this  subject,  and  while  mu- 
tual complaints  of  those  conducting  such  an  elec- 
tion, may  be  expected  in  times  of  high  party  excite- 
ment, no  instance  of  intentional  violation  or  neglect 
of  dill}’  on  the  part  of  t tie  commissioners,  has  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  tins  dep  ntmeilt.  The  imput- 
ed frauds  on  the  elective  franchise,  now  so  frequent 
in  every  part  of  our  country,  admonish  us  that  it  is 
necessary  to  guard  its  excercise  as  we.  would  che- 
rish the  foundation  on  which  our  government  rests. 
Its  purity  and  independence  are  indispensable  to 
the  permanence  of  free  institutions.  Without  these, 
parlies  degenerate  into  factions,  and  government 
itself  into  a mere  form  of  despotism. 

Tile  late  presidential  election,  alter  being  can- 
vassed with  unprecedented  zpal  and  excitement,  has 
terminated,  1 trust,  anspicously  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  our  country.  The  repose  which  follows 
these  struggles,  and  (he  cheerful  deference  with 
which  tlie  w ill  of  the  majority  is  acknowledged  and 
acquiesced  in,  furnish  tlie  most  encouraging  omens 
to  the  friends  of  human  liberty,  and  exhibit  the  ma- 
jesty of  tlie  people  in  an  aspect  which  astound  the 
few,  who  still  claim  the  right  in  other  countries  to 
govern  the  many.  A victory  gained  by  the  suffra- 
ges of  a free  people  over  countrymen  who  have  dif- 


fered from  the  majority  about  their  common  inter- 
ests, is  not  an  occasion  of  mere  party  tiiuinph.  but 
for  the  united  efforts  of  all  men  and  al!  parties  who 
desire  to  reform  what  is  wrong,  and  to  perpetuate 
what  is  valuable  in  our  government. 

T.  W.  GILMER. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  electoral  vote  of  this  state  was  given  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren  for  president  and  L.  W.  Tazewell,  ior 
vice  president. 

U.  S.  senator.  Tlie  lion.  John  C.  Colhoun  was 
unanimously  re  elected  by  tlie  legislature  of  this 
state  to  be  a senator  of  the  United  States  from  t fiat 
state  for  six  years  from  the  4ln  day  of  March  next, 
when  his  present  term  of  service  will  expire. 

GEORGIA. 

United  States  senator.  The  legislature  of  Georgia, 
on  tlie  -41  li  instant,  proceeded  to  tlie  election  of  a 
senator  of  the  United  Slates  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  next,  when  Mr.  Lumpkin’s  term  of 
service  expires.  On  counting  the  ballots  it  was 
found  (bat  John  McPherson  Berrien  had  a ma- 
jority of  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected. 

Banks.  The  Miiledgeville  Recorder  of  tlie  2-lth 
tilt,  says: — The  joint  committee  on  banks  to  whom 
the  seveial  bills  relative  to  specie  payments  by  the 
banks  were  referred,  have  reported  a bill,  requiring 
the  hanks  to  resume  specie  payment  on  all  their  lia~ 
bilities,  on  the  fiist  day  of  February,  1841.  On 
failure  of  any  bank  so  lo  resume,  tlie  governor  is  to 
cause  judicial  proceedings  to  be  instituted  for  tlie 
forfeiture  ol  its  charter,  and  (lie  assignment  of  ils 
assets.  The  governor  is  authorised  to  employ  coun- 
sel in  aid  of  the  solicitors  general.  The  hiils  of 
such  defaulting  hanks  are  not  to  be  received  for  any 
public  dues — except  those  of  the  Central  bank,  and 
tliose  only  for  taxes  and  debts. 

ALABAMA. 

Extract  from  the  message  of  governor  Birgbi/. 

Domestic  staveri/.  Tlie  disposition  unhappily'  ma- 
nilested  in  so  many  quarters,  and  in  such  a variety 
of  shapes,  to  interfere  with  tlie  question  ol  domestic 
slaveiy  in  those  states  where  it  exists  under  the 
sanction  of  tlie  constitution,  and  which  to  my  mind, 
has  so  cleaiiy  assumed  a political  aspect, "and  to 
threaten  tlie  slability  o(  tlie  government,  bv  pulling 
in  most  imminent  peril  the  safety  ol  the  southern 
people,  renders  it  an  imperious  duty  to  bring  the 
subject  to  tlie  notice  of  the  legislature. 

It  will  not  be  expected,  in  a communication  of 
this  kind,  that  I should  enter  upon  a defence  of  sla- 
very, either  prac'ically,  as  it  exisls  in  this  country, 
or  as  a question  of  abstract  moral  right.  Although 
it  is  believed,  notwithstanding  tlie  depraved  and 
mot  bid  sensibility  manifested  upon  tlie  subject,  that 
the  truth  of  the  following  propositions  is  clearly  de- 
monstrable— that  negroes  in  tlie  siaveholding  slates 
of  this  union,  enjoy  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  greater 
abundance  than  the  laboring  poor,  or  those  who  have 
to  labor  for  subsistence,  in  any  country  under  the 
sun;  and  that  they  have  fewer  cares  fanaticism  itself 
will  admit.  Second:  That  if  they  were  emancipat- 
ed, it  would  make  their  condition  worse  instead  of 
better.  Third:  Slavery  will  always  exist,  as  it  al- 
ways has  existed  in  every  age  and  country,  under 
every  iorm  of  government  and  modification  of  hu- 
man society,  in  some  form,  and  that  that  class  are 
better  adapted  to  the  condition  of  servitude  than  any 
other.  Fourth:  Experience  has  already  proven,  that 
all  attempts  at  colonization  in  the  country  whence 
the}'  originally  came,  are  futile  and  hopeless.  Fifth: 
If  Ihe  American  slaves  could  be  colonized,  they 
would  descend  to  tlie  condition  of  Ihe  natives,  in- 
stead of  imparting  the  be  efit  of  their  limited  intor- 
, mation  and  civilization  to  them.  Sixth:  That  sl.i- 
icry  existed  from  tire  earliest  generations  after  the 
deluge,  if  not  with  the  express  sanction  of  the  Di- 
vine will,  without  any  prohibition;  and  that  tlie  in- 
spired aposlies  fully  recognised  it,  s an  institutii  n 
sanctioned  by  the  Almighty  himself.  Seventh: 
There  is  not  a country  in  Europe  in  which  servitude 
does  not  exist,  in  a more  oppressive  and  degrading 
fonn,  than  l he  system  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States.  II  these  propositions  are  true,  what  modern 
teacher  of  morality  h entitled  to  tlie  discovery  that 
slavery  is  a great  moral  evil,  the  weight  of  which 
is  sinking  tlie  character  of  this  country  below  Hie 
standard  maintained  by  the  Gottis  arid  Vandals?  Was 
il  the  great  and  eminent  men  who  framed  the  con- 
stitution, and  w ho  were  at  least  as  pious,  as  humane 
and  intelligent,  as  these  abolition  iiarpips,  who  are 
laboring  to  subvert  an  institution  as  old  as  society 
itsell,  and  which,  notwithstanding  all  their  eifoits, 
will  be  co-existent  with  i ? 

The  framers  of  tlie  constitution  expressly  recog- 
nised the  existence  of  slavery,  by  including  slaves 
in  the  ratio  of  representation;  viewing  them  as  they 
are,  and  as  they  must  continue  to  be,  w bile  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution  endure,  in  the  mixed  light 
oi  persons  and  property.  If  it  be  within  tlie  dg- 
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cre.-s  of  omnipotence,  that  the  distinctions  of  rani; 
and  color  are  to  vanish  and  be  done  away,  and  tile 
servant  is  to  be  Tree  Iro.ri  his  master,  it  wilt  only  be 
when  the  institutions  of  human  society  shall  give 
place  to  that  state  of  things,  in  the  ordering  out  of 
which  human  agency  can  have  no  control,  and 
Which  can  neither  be  accelerated  nor  postponed  by 
human  exertions.  Slavery  in  some  form  will  always 
exist.  It  is  o le  of  the  incidents  of  society,  a me- 
lancholy one  if  you  please,  but  it  has  existed  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  exist  it  will  till  time 
shall  be  no  more. 

But  while  we  insist  upon  our  lights,  we  should 
nev-r  be  insensible  to  our  duties,  as  masters.  The 
relation  of  master  and  servant  is  one  of  vast  iuifio.  - 
tauce  both  in  a moral  and  political  point  of  view — 
more  important,  perhaps,  than  any  which  now  ex- 
ists. The  other  social  relations  are  viewed  in  th- 
same  light  by  all  civilized  nations;  nor  is  it  ea-y  to 
conceive  of  any  cause  likely  to  disturb  them.  With 
the  relation  of  master  and  servant  this,  unhappily, 
is  not  the  case.  Let  us  then,  from  an  exalted  sense 
of  what  is  due  lo  ourselves,  and  from  a sacred  re- 
gard to  humanity  and  justice,  so  fulfil  this  relation 
as  to  put  those,  who  are  disposed  officiously  to  in- 
terfere with  our  rights,  to  shame;  and  to  prove  our- 
selves worthy  of  Ihe  snperor  possession  in  ihe  scale 
of  bein''1,  in  which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  place  us.  I feel  no  assurance,  however,  that  the 
most  righteous  course  on  our  part  will  eiisine  our 
future  tranquillity  upon  this  subject— -indeed,  from 
present  indications  I am  strongly  inclined  to  think 
that  it  will  not.  A fervent  attachment  to  the  union 
o!  the  slates,  and  an  ardent  desire  that  that  union 
injaffit  be  perpetuated  has  rendered  me  averse  to  the 
agitation  of  any  question  that  would  be  likely  lo 
weaken  the  bonds  which  unite  us  as  one  people. 
There  is,  however,  a point  in  public,  as  well  as  pri- 
vate affairs,  beyond  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be 
a virtue.  And  when  we  see  regularly  organized 
societies  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  abolishing  sla- 
very, infesting  considerable  portions  of  our  country, 
disseminating  Iheir  pestilential  doctrines  in  every 
dir 'Ctiou — when  we  see  American  citizens,  unmind- 
ful of  all  the  obligations  that  ought  to  bind  them  to 
their  country,  confederating  with  foreigners  for  the 
p irpose  of  disturbing  rights  secured  to  us  by  a com- 
pact to  which  the  states  of  the  union  are  parties  — 
when  we  see  the  halls  of  congress  (loaded  session 
after  session  with  petitions  a-serling  the  right  of 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,"'l  no  doubt  with  a view  of  extending  the  same 
principle  to  the  states)  and  to  inhibit  the  traffic  i i 
slaves  between  the  states,  and  importuning  them  to 
e)Cert;  — when  we  see  the  question  of  abolition 
made  a test  for  the  highest  offices  in  many  of  the 

stdte3 when  we  see  state  legislatures,  in  their 

highest  representative  capacity,  adopting  resolutions 
deTioti  icing  slavery  as  a political  evil,  and  one  that 
ou  '-ht  to  be  abolished — when  we  behold  the  legisla 
t u re  of  one  state  enacting  laws  giving  to  runaway 
slaves  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  to  decide  upon  the 
question  of  property  in  said  slave,  and  the  trial  to 
take  place  in  a community  where  slavery  is  daily 
denounced  as  a curse,  and  slaveholders  as  mon- 
sters and  tyrants:  and  the  governor  of  another  stare 
refusing  to  surrender  persons  charged  with  stealing 
slaves  when  demanded  by  the  proper  authority— 
when  we  see  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  of 
one  of  the  oldest  states  in  the  union,  pass  a b II 
through  both  houses  of  the  general  assemby,  lega- 
lizin'" marriage  between  negroes  and  white  people, 
and  the  country  only  saved  from  the  disgrace  o(  such 
a measure  by  the  veto  ol  the  governor — when  we 
behold,  in  various  quarters  of  the  union,  t lie  proles 
sors  of  a pure  and  holy  religion,  and  the  pretended 
disciples  of  its  divine  and  immaculate  author,  de- 
claring that  slavery  is  a sin,  which  admits  neither  of 
extenuation  nor  excuse,  and  throwing  their  exer- 
tions into  the  stream  that  threatens  to  overwhelm 
us,  by  inciting  our  slaves  to  acts  of  rebellion,  insur- 
rection and  murder;  it  is  lime  to  awake  from  the 
state  of  fancied  security  in  which  we  have  hitherto 
re  posed. 

Neither  are  the  exertions  making  in  other  coun- 
tries, calcnl  ited  to  allay  our  apprehensions  upon  this 
subject.  Within  the  present  year  a convention,  at 
which  some  Americans,  unworthy  of  t lie  name, 
were  present  as  meinbeis,  was  hoiden  in  the  metro 
polls  of  the  British  empire,  the  object  of  which  was 
tile  abolition  of  negro  slavery,  throughout  the  world. 
And  the  proceedings  of  this  foreign  convention, 
aiming  a fatal  blow  at  the  rights  and  safety  of  one 
entire  section  ot  the  United  Stales,  ha-  brnn  herald- 
ed through  the  public  mail  under  the  nffi-ial  frank 
of  the  representatives  of  a portion  of  the  people  of 
the  Unite  I States.  Perhaps  it  is  not  so  remarkable 
that  religious  fanatics  and  political  zealots  in  Eng- 
land. shuddering  at  the  recollection  of  the  horrors 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  which  combined  in  its 
practice  the  dreadful  crime  of  kidnapping,  piracy 


and  murder,  and  in  which  the  Dutch  and  English 
were  the  first,  and  beyond  all  comparison  the  greatest 
offenders,  should  be  anxious  to  expatiate  their  own 
sins  by  attempting  to  diituib  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave  in  other  countries;  but  it  is  greatly  to  be 
regietteil  that  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
country  should  be  so  much  under  Ihe  influence  of 
their  ancient  tyrannical  masters  as  to  have  fallen  into 
tile  same  unhappy  delusion. 

It  is  possible,  that  southern  statesmen,  fired  with 
just  indignation  at  Ihe  repeated  erforts  of  northern 
and  eastern  members  of  congress  to  interfere  with 
rights  secured  to  them  by  the  constitution  of  the 
common  country,  may  have  erred  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive petitions  upon  the  subject  of  abolishing  sla- 
very. It  may  be  possible  that  this  subject  is  em 
braced  within  the  comprehensive  principle  of  the 
inalienable  right  of  petition.  If  so,  t liar  right  should 
be  maintained  inviolate.  The  petitions  should  be 
received,  referred  to  a committee  of  abolitionists, 
who  seem  to  set  themselves  up  as  the  peculiar  guar- 
dians of  humanity  and  justice,  with  instructions  to 
report  their  views,  in  order  that  we  may  be  fully  ap- 
prised of  the  extent  of  their  designs.  If.  on  the 
other  hand,  this  subject  doe9  not  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  right  of  petition,  it  ought  to  be  made 
felony  by  a law  of  the  United  Slates  lo  present  them. 
For  if  the  right  to  present  such  petitions  be  not  an 
inalienable  one,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  any 
act  fraught  with  more  dreadful  consequences,  or  the 
perpetration  of  which  would  justly  merit  more 
highly  penal  enactments  to  suppress.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  the  only  way  in  which  the  ques 
tion  could  be  presented  a3  a debateable  one,  would 
be  on  a proposition  to  amend  the  constitution  in  this 
respect. 

In  view  of  the  dangers  impending  over  us,  I 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  general  assembly  the  in- 
dispensable necessity  of  presenting  to  tile  otherstates 
of  this  union,  and  to  tile  world,  the  views  we  enter- 
tain upon  tiiis  subject,  and  which  we  intend  to  insist 
upon  in  every  em-rgency,  and  are  resolved  to  main- 
tain at  every  hazzard.  1 also  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  most  effectual  measures  for  suppressing 
unlawful  assemblages  of  negroes,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  incendiary  publications  and  speeches  among 
them,  and  a careful  revision  and  improvement  of  the 
patrol  laws.  It  is  also  believed  to  be  a matter  of 
imperious  necessity,  and  therefore  respectfully  re- 
commended, to  hold  a convention  of  the  slaveliolding 
states,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  deemed 
most  advisable,  in  order  ttiat  we  may  be  enabled, 
upon  full  consultation  with  those  whose  rights  stand 
upon  ttie  same  footing  with  our  own,  to  adopt  l he 
most  effectual  measures  for  our  mutual  happiness 
and  safely.  It  is  perfectly  idle  for  us,  no  matter 
vvliat  may  be  the  depth  and  the  sincerity  of  our  at- 
tachment to  that  instrument,  to  be  clinging  to  the 
forms  of  the  constitution,  while  its  substance  is  daily 
yielding  to  the  rude  tide  of  innovation  and  fanati- 
cis  n,  winch  is  constantly  lashing  against  it.  Anil 
if  contrary  to  ail  the  pleasing  anticipations  of  Ihe 
past,  that  instrument  shall  fail  to  secure  to  us  the 
great  essential  objects  contemplated  by  its  illustrious 
founders,  it  becomes  our  duty,  not  only  as  patriots, 
but  as  rational  beings,  acting  under  the  powerful  in 
st i net  of  self  preservation,  to  provide  new  guards 
for  our  future  security.  I am  deliberately  convinced 
in  my  own  mind  that  the  period  has  arrived  for  the 
people  of  the  south  to  act,  and  to  act  efficiently  on 
this  subject,  or  their  weight  and  importance  in  the 
scale  of  national  existence  will  be  lost,  and  their 
safety  endangered  forever.  And  it  is  a consoling 
reflection,  that  whatever  contrariety  of  opinion  may 
exist  among  southern  men  upon  other  subjects,  they 
will  be  true  to  themselves,  and  to  the  compromises 
of  the  constitution,  and  feel  and  act  in  relation  to  it, 
as  one  man. 

Electing  members  of  congress  by  general  ticket. 
With  the  view  to  concentrate  more  perfectly  the 
political  energies  of  the  state  as  far  as  practicable,  and 
of  consummating  the  genuine  state  rights  doctrine, 
I beg  leave,  respectfully  lo  suggest  the  propriety  of 
changing  the  mode  ol  electing  members  of  congress 
by  districts,  and  of  substituting  instead  thereof,  the 
general  ticket  system.  Every  state  entitled  to  a se- 
parate independent  existence,  is  supposed  to  posses 
a sovereign  will,  constituted,  according  to  the  theory 
of  our  government,  of  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  a 
majority  of  the  people.  This  sovereign  will,  when 
ascertained  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, forms,  after  all,  the  great  operative  princi- 
ples of  representative  democratic  government.  Hence 
in  elections,  whatever  method  is  most  likely  to  ob- 
tain an  expression  of  that  will,  and  lo  carry  if  out  in 
practice,  is  most  congenial  to  the  true  theory  of  our 
form  of  government.  According  lo  the  principles 
of  the  constitution,  the  people  of  the  states  are 
represented  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture— the  people  of  the  sta’es  in  their  aggregate 
sovereign  capacity — and  if  it  be  tine,  that ^the  will 


of  this  aggregate  sovereign  constitutes  the  great 
cardinal  and  distinctive  feature  of  representative 
government,  it  would  Srein  to  follow,  inevitably, 
that  whatever  method  was  most  likely  to  ascertain 
that  sovereign  will,  and  preserve  it  entire,  is  most 
conformable  not  only  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, but  most  conducive  to  the  perpetuity  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  states.  The  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, is  not  only  believed  lo  be  defensible  upon  prin- 
ciple, but  to  be  perfectly  equitable  in  piactice.  It 
gives  to  a majority  of  the  vvli  de  people  of  the  state, 
at  all  times,  whatever  may  be  their  political  opinions, 
the  entire  undivided  weight  of  the  whole  represen- 
tation in  congress.  Whereas  the  district  system, 
not  only  tends  to  engender  an  attachment  to  sec- 
tional or  local  interests,  at  the  expense  ol  the  whole, 
and  sometimes  to  nourish  a factious  spirit,  but  to 
weaken  the  force  of  the  state  representation;  arid, 
in  some  instances,  to  paralyze  it  altogether  in  the 
national  legislature.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that 
it  is  more  convenient  to  elect  by  districts;  and  that 
persons  so  elected,  are  more  likely  to  be  informed 
particularly  of  the  various  and  minute  interests  of  the 
district,  than  if  they  were  selected  from  the  state  at 
large,  and  elected  by  general  ticket. 

This  argument  naturally  divides  itself  into  two 
branches.  Upon  the  first  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
most  arguments  derived  from  the  mere  consideration 
of  convenience,  ought  to  be  scrutinized  w ith  great 
caution,  as  not  unlrequently  involving  a violation  of, 
or  departure  Iron)  principle.  The  second  member 
of  the  proposition  is  believed  to  lie  equally  destitute 
of  any  solid  foundation.  In  the  first  place,  it  may 
be  safely  assumed  that  under  the  general  ticket 
system,  the  most  suitable  and  talented  individuals, 
would  not  only  be  apt  to  be  indicated  by  public  opi- 
nion, but  would  be  selected  from  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  state,  and  would  have  their  claims  and 
qualifications  endorsed  by  a majority  of  the  people 
of  the  whole  state,  instead  of  a majority  of  a parti- 
cular district.  And  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 
any  one  is  qualified  for  a seat  in  congress,  whose 
knowledge  is  so  limited  as  to  be  confined  to  the 
wishes,  wants  or  interests,  of  a particular  district. 
Under  every  a°pect  of  the  question,  I am  so  well 
satisfied  that  the  general  ticket  system  is  most  con- 
sonant to  our  de  . ocratie  representative  system,  that 
I recommend  it  to  the  most  favorable  consideration 
of  the  legislature.  I am  not  unaware  that  the  time, 
and  the  circumstances  under  w hich  this  recommen- 
dation is  made,  and  when  every  proposition  of  a 
public  nature,  is  scrutinized  with  proper,  and  some- 
times with  rigid  severity,  may  subject  the  proposi- 
tion itself  to  animadversion,  and  the  motives  which 
prompt  it,  to  misconception  and  misrepresentation. 
But  1 should  consider  myself  peculiarly  unfitted  lor 
public  employment  in  these  times,  and  utterly  un- 
worthy of  the  confidence  I enjoy,  and  which  I hope 
to  continue  to  merit,  if  I could,  for  a moment,  permit 
the  hope  of  applause,  or  the  fear  of  censure,  to  ren- 
der me  insensible  to  the  sacred  obligations  of  official 
duty. 

It  will  not  be  expected,  that  I should  notice  all  the 
topics  which  will  meet  your  attention,  during  the 
deliberations  of  your  present  session,  I console  my- 
self with  the  reflection,  that  whatever  may  be  omit- 
ted will  be  supplied  by  your  superior  intelligence; 
and  that  Ihe  people  will  find  in  your  patriotism  and 
virtue,  a sure  corrective  against  any  thing  I may 
have  recommended,  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest. 


INDIANA. 

Election  return — official. 
First  district. 


Harrison. 

Van  Baren. 

Crawford 

435 

2S 1 

Dubois 

264 

239 

Gibson 

788 

594 

Harrison 

1,285 

861 

Orange 

708 

879 

Posey 

706 

965 

Pike 

474 

318 

Perry 

561) 

221 

Spencer 

589 

324 

Vanderburg 

628 

370 

Warrick 

355 

662 

— 



6 792 

Second  district. 

5,714 

Clay 

393 

4S7 

Daviess 

738 

509 

Greene 

704 

634 

Knox 

1,077 

653 

Lawrence 

989 

89S 

Martin 

311 

366 

Owen 

709 

604 

Putnam 

1,571 

1.049 

Sullivan 

417 

1,014 

Vigo 

1,511 

583 

. 



8,425 

6,802 
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Clark 

Third  district. 
1,132 

1,278 

Floyd 

869 

796 

Jackson 

G SO 

737 

Jennings 

903 

503 

Jefferson 

1,674 

1,026 

Scott 

399 

361 

Washington 

1,138 

1,381 

— 

6,800 

6,0S2 

Decatur 

Fouith  di<h id. 
1,29S 

759 

Dearborn 

1,771 

1,533 

Franklin 

1 , 18S 

1,1 15 

Rush 

1,526 

1,170 

Ripley 

1,000 

623 

Switzerland 

1,023 

735 

— 

7,306 

5,985 

Adams 

Fifth  district. 
19:5 

153 

Allen 

640 

399 

Blackford 

■ 77 

147 

Delaware 

920 

532 

De  Kalb 

177 

168 

F niton 

241 

IDS 

Fayette 

1,090 

723 

Grant 

470 

364 

Henry 

1,652 

839 

Huntington 

143 

177 

Jay 

283 

265 

Lagrange 

391 

2z5 

Noble 

241 

228 

Randolph 

1,068 

553 

Steuben 

238 

176 

Union 

760 

614 

Wabash 

307 

198 

Wayne 

2,869 

1,258 

Whitley 

144 

141 

Wells 

131 

140 

12.035 

7,417 

Bartholomew 

Sli'th  district. 
982 

703 

Brown 

50 

270 

Boone 

700 

686 

Cass 

649 

372 

Hendricks 

1,190 

652 

Hamilton 

972 

688 

Hancock 

721 

537 

Johnson 

631 

918 

Marion 

1,636 

1,279 

Morgan 

1,012 

815 

Madison 

911 

625 

Monroe 

719 

943 

Miami 

3 1 2 

244 

Shelby 

1.016 

1,070 

11,501 

9,832 

Benton 

Seventh  district. 
26 

42 

Clinton 

532 

693 

Carroll 

699 

765 

Elkhart 

640 

596 

Fountain 

938 

1,166 

Jasper 

73 

95 

Kosciusko 

496 

329 

Lapoite 

1,069 

640 

Lake 

115 

125 

Marshall 

154 

194 

Montgomery 

1,413 

1,222 

Pat  ke 

1,360 

948 

Pulaski 

51 

60 

Porter 

220 

194 

St  Joseph 

809 

4 14 

Tippecanoe 

1.50S 

1,200 

Vermillion 

847 

663 

W arren 

737 

317 

White 

206 

144 

11,943 

II 

Recapitulation 
Har.  V.  B. 

Whig  mnj 

First  district 

6 792  5 714 

1.078 

Second  do. 

8.425  6,802 

1 623 

Third  do. 

6.800  6 082 

718 

Fourth  do. 

7 806  5.985 

1.821 

Fifth  do. 

12.035  7.4  17 

4 618 

Sixth  do. 

11  501  9,832 

2,669 

Seventh  do. 

11,943  9,772 

2,171 

65,302  51,604 

13.698 

The  highest  vote  for  the  respective  tickets  in 

each  county,  was  taken  in  making 

ip  the  above 

table. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  wltigs  have  carried  all  the 

congressional  dis'ricts  by  decisive  majorities.  The 
greatest  change  in  their  favor  has  been  in  the  first 
distiict.  At  the  August  election  the  Van  Btiren 
majority  was  87;  now  Harrison  has  a majority  of 
1,073,  showing  a gain  of  1,165. 


ILLINOIS. 

Election  return s — Official. 

President.  No v.  Legist  dure,  .dug. 


COUNTIES. 

Har. 

V B. 

Whig. 

V.  B. 

Alexander 

299 

424 

232 

310 

Adams 

1,617 

1,352 

1.447 

1,546 

Bond 

513 

571 

467 

4S3 

Bureau 

434 

279 

407 

265 

Brown 

301 

434 

299 

432 

Boone 

221) 

222 

211 

210  « 

Clay 

213 

333 

241 

312  1 

Clark 

667 

61  l 

413 

409 

Craw  ford 

421 

392 

227 

167 

Calhoun 

213 

133 

261 

27 

Carroll 

244 

69 

163 

70 

Cass 

397 

315 

323 

293 

Cook 

1,034 

1,939 

1,032 

1,324 

Christian 

89 

147 

111 

208 

Clinton 

326 

417 

359 

386 

Champaign 

154 

141 

100 

161 

Coles 

1,109 

695 

967 

714 

DeKalb 

172 

197 

270 

200 

De  Wilt 

293 

316 

230 

270 

DuPage 

423 

373 

364 

379 

Edgar 

733 

720 

727 

767 

Edwards 

311 

212 

230 

160 

Effingham 

52 

2()7 

65 

215 

Fayette 

442 

6 45 

458 

7 12 

Fulton 

1,252 

1,347 

mj.  210 

F ranklin 

71 

542 

94 

692 

Green 

870 

4,175 

701 

1,104 

Gallatin 

500 

1,286 

585 

705 

Hamilton 

126 

557 

78 

307 

Hancock* 

1.313 

661 

1,042 

669 

Henry 

162 

86 

88 

30 

Hardin 

154 

132 

Iroquois 

154 

175 

133 

175 

Jasper 

78 

178 

90 

165 

Jefferson 

210 

727 

282 

455 

Johnson 

109 

440 

87 

135 

Jersey 

517 

360 

531 

356 

Joe  Daviess 

1,079 

680 

1,005 

697 

Jackson 

210 

337 

210 

176 

Kane 

810 

774 

615 

640 

Knox 

740 

541 

643 

547 

Lawrence 

676 

597 

553 

595 

La  Salle 

1,080 

1,638 

1,104 

1,621 

Lake 

281 

267 

230 

297 

Lee 

241 

230 

256 

212 

Livingston 

85 

78 

50 

50 

Logan 

260 

167 

241 

131 

Marion 

174 

573 

112 

278 

Montgomery 

311 

520 

277 

489 

Macon 

250 

377 

257 

304 

McLean 

683 

531 

665 

575 

McDonough 

mi 

427 

497 

469 

McHenry 

346 

271 

243 

248 

Menard 

434 

374 

397 

376 

Mercer 

315 

193 

811 

161 

Morgan 

1.533 

1,293 

1,482 

1,361 

Marshall 

209 

183 

1 1 

Maccoupin 

632 

812 

663 

785 

Madison 

1,704 

1,184 

1,500 

1,214 

Monroe 

370 

563 

358 

560 

Ogle 

491 

266 

420 

244 

Peoria 

744 

767 

724 

717 

Pope 

391 

263 

514 

87 

Pike 

1,149 

1,037 

1,016 

1,092 

Putnam 

259 

151 

245 

154 

Perry 

331 

174 

142 

190 

Rock  Island 

426 

224 

392 

217 

Randolph 

715 

817 

661 

752 

Shelbv 

403 

751 

351 

682 

Sangamon 

2,000 

1,249 

1,859 

1,266 

Scott 

f>85 

575 

583 

622 

Stark 

187 

154 

139 

163 

Schuyler 

732 

611 

650 

634 

Stephenson 

371 

241 

350 

234 

St.  Clair 

939 

1,783 

922 

1,750 

Tazewell 

1,131 

661 

1,035 

640 

Union 

73 

636 

36 

623 

V ermillion 

1,044 

537 

992 

70S 

Wabash 

509 

254 

444 

2S5 

Wayne 

205 

500 

200 

319 

White 

770 

639 

749 

599 

Warren 

711 

524 

698 

549 

Will 

753 

1,367 

666 

1,284 

Whiteside 

375 

236 

313 

222 

Winnebago 

789 

321 

637 

285 

Washington 

149 

493 

274 

376 

Williamson 

103 

573 

99 

453 

45,537 

Van  Buren’s  rnajoril 

47.476 

45,537 

40,203 

41,843 

40,203 

y 1,939 

1,640 

*The  vote  of  Hancock  is  averaged  in  the  above  ta- 
ble. In  this  county  the  Mormons  reside,  and  for  some 
cause  or  other  they  voted  for  three  of  the  candidates  on 
the  Harrison  electoral  ticket,  and  two  on  the  Van  Bu- 
ren  ticket. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Resigning.  John  Jenkins,  esq.  representative 
elect  to  the  legislature  ol  Mississippi,  from  Hinds 
county,  publi-hes  his  resignation  in  the  Jacksonian 
M ississippian.  He  addressed  gov.  McNutt,  thus: 

“ Dear  sir:  From  the  result  of  the  election  lor 
president  ol  I he  Unit  d Slates  in  this  county,  it  ap- 
pears that  there  has  been  a change  in  the  opinion 
of  a portion  of  the  electois  of  this  county  since  the 
election  ol  last  year,  from  the  cause  of  democracy 
to  that  of  the  cause  of  the  humbug  party  of  hard 
cider,  log  cabins,  coon  skins,  &t\;  and  not  being 
willing  to  hold  on  to  political  office  contrary  to  the 
wish  of  the  majority  ol  the  people  among  whom  I 
live,  I take  t fie  earliest  opportunity  of  tendeiing  to 
you  and  my  constituents  the  office  I have  received 
at  their  hands  as  a member  of  the  legislature  from 
this  county,  which  I hope  will  be  kindly  received. 
With  great  respect,  I remain  the  obedient  servant 
of  the  democracy.” 

ARKANSAS. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  convened  at  Little 
Rock  on  the  2 1 ult.  The  senate  organized  by  elect- 
ing Mark  Izard  president;  and  the  house  elected 
Ge;  rge  Hill  its  speaker.  On  the  4th  gov.  Yell 
W'a«  inaugurated. 

U S senator.  Wm.  S.  Fullon  has  been  re- 
elected to  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates  from  the 
state  of  Arkansas  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of 
March  next,  when  his  present  term  of  service  will 
have  expired. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

Monday , December  1th,  1840.  This  being  the 
day  fixed  by  the  constitution  for  the  re-assembling 
of  congress,  the  members  w ho  had  reached  the  seat 
of  government  attended  at  the  usual  hour  in  their 
respe  ctive  halls,  but  a severe  snow  stoim  which 
occurred  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  preceding,  had 
so  obstructed  the  thoroughfares,  that  a sufficient 
number  to  form  a quorum  in  either  house  had  not 
been  able  to  get  on.  The  attending  members  ad- 
journed for  the  day. 

SENATE. 

Dicember  8.  A sufficient  number  to  form  a quo- 
rum not  yet  being  piesent,  the  membeis  attending 
ai  Ijourned. 

December  9.  Mr.  Mungum,  senator  elect  from 
North  Carolina,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

A quoin  in  having  answered  to  their  names,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Fulton,  the  secretary-  was  directed 
to  inform  the  house.  A resolution  was  received 
from  the  house  proposing  a joint  committee  to 
wait  upon  the  piesident  and  inform  him  that  con- 
gress was  prepared  to  receive  any  communication, 
which  was  responded  to,  and  Messrs.  Wright,  of 
N.  Y.  and  Huntington,  ol  Con.  were  named  on  the 
part  of  the  senate. 

A joint  resolution  to  elect  chaplains,  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  31st 
rule  was  so  modified  as  to  enable  the  chair  to  ap- 
point the  standing  committees,  with  the  exception 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  that  the  deputation  had 
performed  the  duty  ol  apprising  the  president— and 
the  message  was  soon  alter  received  through  Mr. 
Mbrahum  Van  Buren,  his  private  secretary.  [For 
which  see  this  day’s  proceedings  of  the  house.] 

On  motion  of  Mr  Hubbard,  5,000  copies  ol  the 
message,  and  1,500  of  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  piinted. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  ;nse,  and  announced  the  death 
of  tiis  late  colle;  gue,  (the  lion.  Jno.  S.  Spence),  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  Like  all  other  human  enjoyments, 
the  gratification  of  meeting  and  interchanging  our 
mutual  congratulations  aja.it  on  this  occasion  is  not 
unmixed  with  paittlul  and  melancholy  reflection. — 
To  me  in  an  especial  manner  are  the  circumstances 
under  which  I now  rise  to  address  you  afflicting. — 
Yonder  vacant  seat,  sir,  explains  the  cause.  iVly 
most  excellent  and  estimable  colleague,  the  lion. 
John  S.  Spence,  who  lor  the  last  several  years  tilled 
that  clt  lir  with  honor  to  himsell  and  advantage  to 
his  country,  is  no  tnoie.  He  closed  his  useful  and 
valuable  life  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  ol  Oc- 
toner  last,  at  his  residence,  in  Worcester  county, 
Maryland,  surrounded  by  bis  amiable  and  inteiest- 
ing  family,  and  at  peace  with  God  and  man  He  was 
it  will  be  remembered,  in  languid  health  during 
great  part  of  our  last  session,  and  w as  often  detained 
horn  hi?  place  heiv  by  that  cause,  w hich  finally  ob- 
liged him  to  leate  the  seat  of  government,  and  re- 
tire to  his  ow  n home  some  time  before  the  adjourn- 
ment. From  the  disease  which  then  afflicted  him 
he  never  perh  clly  recovered;  though  there  w as  oc- 
casional relief  from  suffering,  there  was  no  ellectu.il 
cure,  and  he  lias  now  lelt  these  anil  all  sublunary 
scenes  forever.  He  has  at  different  periods  of  his 
life  filled  many  of  the  most  important  and  honorable 
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trusts  in  til*:  gift  of  the  people  of  his  state,  always 
possessing,  always  deserving  their  entire  confidence. 
His  course  through  life  was  much  more  oi  the  use- 
ful than  brilliant  order;  possessed  of  a very  large 
stock  of  sterling  worth  and  virtue,  there  was  about 
him  nothing  of  ostentatious  display.  Ever  content 
with  the  consciousness  of  doing  his  duty  well  and 
faithfully,  he  was  careless  ol  ail  other  rewards.— 
None  knew  him  who  did  not  honor  and  esteem  him; 
and  all  who  knew  him  will  join  with  me  in  saying 
that  lie  has  left  no  purer  man  behind  him. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  submitted  a resolution  in  testi- 
mony ot  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
senator,  which,  having  been  unanimously  adopted, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  8.  At  12  o’clock  the  speaker,  the 
hon.  Robert  M.  T.  Hauler , took  the  chair.  The 
clerk  called  over  the  names  of  the  members  and  a 
quorum  being  in  attendance,  it  was  so  announced 
by  the  chair. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Taliaferro,  of  Virginia,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  house,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  pan  of  the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  inform  him  thata  quorum 
of  the  two  houses  is  assembled,  and  that  congress  is 
now  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make. 

This  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  (o,  and  Mr. 
Taliaferro  and  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  pait  ol  the 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  the  clerk  was  then 
directed  to  notify  the  senate  that  a quorum  of  the 
house  Had  assembled,  and  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  gave  notice  that  it.  is  his 
purpose  to  olfer  to  morrow  a resolution  that  tiie 
standing  rule  of  the  house,  No.  21,  adopted  on  the 
28lh  of  January  last,  be  rescinded. 

The  rule  which  Mr.  Adams  will  propose  to  re- 
scind is  in  the  words  following: 

“No  petition,  memorial,  resolution  or  other  pa- 
per, praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  slate  or  territory,  or  the  slave 
trade  between  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
this  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever.” 

It  being  ascertained  that  the  senate  would  not 
form  a quorum  to-day,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell 
the  hour  of  12  was  adopted  for  the  present,  to 
whicii  the  house  should  stand  adjourned — and  the 
clerk  was  directed  to  furnish  eacli  member,  during 
the  session  with  such  newspapers  as  he  might  di- 
rect, not  exceeding  in  expense  the  rate  of  three 
daily  newspapers. 

Some  conversation  ensued.  Mr.  Adams  admitted 
that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  a silent  vote  upon 
bis  proposition.  Whereupon  Mr.  Jenifer  withdrew 
his  motion.  It  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Banks,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  alter  a few-  remarks  from  Mr.  Cave  John- 
son, Mr.  Lewis  Williams  and  Mr.  Adams,  the  yeas 
amt  nays  were  taken  and  the  resolution  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  yeas  S3,  nays  5S. 

At  half  past  one  o’clock  the  president’s  private 
secretary,  Abraham  Van  Buren,  delivered  the  follow- 
ing 

message: 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

Our  devout  gratitude  is  due  to  the  Supreme  Be 
ing  lor  having  graciously  continued  lo  our  beloved 
country,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  another  year, 
the  invaluable  blessings  of  health,  plenty  and 
peace.  Seldom  lias  this  favored  land  been  so  ge- 
nei ally  exempted  from  the  ravages  of  disease,  or 
the  labor  of  the  husbandman  more  amply  reward- 
ed; and  never  before  have  our  relations  with  olher 
countries  been  placed  on  a more  favorable  basis  than 
that  which  they  so  happily  occupy  at  this  critical 
conjuncture  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.  A rigid 
and  persevering  abstinence  from  all  interference 
with  the  domestic  and  political  relations  of  other 
states,  alike  due  to  the  genius  and  distinctive  cha- 
racter of  our  government  and  to  the  principles  by 
which  it  is  directed;  a faithful  observance,  in  the 
management  of  our  foreign  relations,  of  the  prac- 
tice of  speaking  plainly,  dealing  justly,  and  re- 
quiring truth  and  justice  in  return,  as  the  best 
conservatives  of  the  peace  of  nations;  a stiict  im- 
partiality in  our  manifestations  of  friendship,  in  the 
commercial  privileges  we  concede,  and  those  vve 
require  from  others;  these,  accompanied  by  a dis- 
position as  prompt  to  maintain  in  every  emergen- 
cy, our  own  rights,  as  we  are  from  principle  averse 
to  the  invasion  of  those  of  others,  have  given  to 
our  country  and  government  a standing  in  the  great 


family  of  nations,  of  which  we  have  just  cause  to 
be  proud,  and  the  advantages  of  which  are  expe- 
rienced by  our  citizens  throughout  every  portion  of 
the  earth  to  which  their  enterprising  and  adventu- 
rous spirit  may  carry  them.  Few,  if  any,  remain 
insensible  to  the  value  of  our  friendship,  or  igno- 
lant  of  Ihe  terms  on  which  it  can  be  acquired,  and 
by  which  it  can  alone  be  preserved. 

A series  of  questions  of  long  standing,  difficult 
in  their  adjustment,  and  important  in  their  conse- 
quences, in  which  the  rights  of  our  citizens  and 
the  honor  of  the  country  were  deeply  involved, 
have,  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  (the  most  of 
them  during  the  successful  administration  of  my 
immediate  predecessor),  been  brought  to  a satis- 
factory conclusion;  and  the  most  important  of  those 
remaining  are,  I am  happy  to  believe,  in  a fair 
way  of  being  speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

With  all  the  powers  of  the  world  our  relations 
are  those  of  honorable  peace.  Since  your  ad- 
journment, nothing  serious  has  occurred  to  inter- 
rupt or  threaten  this  desirable  harmony.  If  clouds 
have  lowered  above  the  other  hemisphere,  they 
have  not  cast  their  portentous  shadows  upon  our 
happy  shores.  Bound  by  no  entangling  alliances, 
yet  linked  by  a common  nature  and  interest  with 
the  other  nations  of  mankind,  our  aspirations  are 
for  Ihe  preservation  of  peace,  in  whose  solid  and 
civilizing  triumphs  all  may  participate  with  a ge- 
nerous emulation.  Yet  it  behooves  us  to  be  pre- 
pared for  any  event,  and  to  be  always  ready  to 
maintain  those  just  and  enlightened  principles  of 
national  intercourse,  for  which  this  government 
has  ever  contended.  In  the  shock  of  contending 
empires,  it  is  only  by  assuming  a resolute  bearing, 
and  clothing  themselves  with  defensive  armor,  that 
neutral  nations  can  maintain  their  independent 
rights. 

The  excitement  which  grew  out  of  the  ternto 
rial  controversy  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  having  in  a great  measure  subsided, 
il  is  hoped  that  a favorable  period  is  approaching 
for  its  final  settlement.  Both  governments  must 
now  be  convinced  of  the  dangers  with  which  Ihe 
question  is  fraught;  and  it  must  be  their  desire,  as 
i!  is  their  interest,  that  this  perpetual  cause  of  irri- 
tation should  be  removed  a3  speedily  as  practicable. 
In  my  last  annual  message  you  were  ini'ermed  that 
tiie  proposition  for  a commission  of  exploration 
and  survey  promised  by  Great  Britain  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  that  a counterproject,  including  also  a 
provision  for  the  certain  and  final  adjustment  of  the 
limits  in  dispute,  was  then  before  the  British  go- 
vernment for  its  consideration.  The  answer  of 
that  government,  accompanied  by  addilional  pro- 
positions of  its  own,  was  received,  through  its  mi- 
nister here,  since  your  separation.  These  were 
promptly  considered;  such  as  were  deemed  correct 
in  principle,  and  consistent  with  a due  regard  to 
the  just  rights  of  tiie  United  States  and  of  the 
state  of  Maine,  concurred  in;  and  tiie  reasons  for 
dissenting  from  the  residue,  with  an  additional 
suggestion  on  our  pait,  communicated  by  the  se- 
cretary ol  state  to  Mr.  Fox.  That  minister,  not 
feeling  himself  sufficiently  instructrd  upon  some 
of  the  points  raised  in  the  discussion,  felt  it  to  be  his 
duly  to  refer  tiie  matter  to  his  own  government  for 
its  further  decision.  Having  now  been  for  some 
time  under  its  advisement,  a speedy  answer  may 
be  confidently  expected.  From  the  character  ot 
the  points  still  in  difference,  and  Ihe  undoubted  dis- 
position of  both  parties  to  bring  the  matter  to  an 
early  conclusion,  I look  with  entire  confidence  to  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  termination  of  the  nego- 
tiation. Three  commissioners  were  appointed 
short ly  after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  under 
the  act  of  the  last  session  providing  for  the  explo- 
ration and  survey  of  the  line  which  separates  the 
states  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  from  tiie  Bri- 
tish provinces;  they  have  been  actively  employed 
'until  their  progress  was  interrupted  by  tiie  incle- 
mency of  the  season,  and  will  resume  their  labors 
as  soon  as  practicable  in  the  ensuing  year. 

It  is  understood  that  their  respective  examina- 
tions will  throw  new  light  upon  the  subject  in  con- 
troversy, and  serve  to  remove  any  erroneous  im- 
pressions which  may  have  been  made  elsewhere 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  U.  States.  Jt  was, 
among  other  reasons,  with  a view  of  preventing 
the  embarrassments  which,  in  our  peculiar  system 
of  government,  impede  and  complicate  negotia- 
tions involving  tile  territorial  rights  of  a state,  that 
I though t it  my  duty,  as  you  have  been  informed  on 
a previous  occasion,  to  propose  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, through  its  minister  at  Washington,  that 
early  step3  should  be  taken  to  adjust  the  "points  of 
difference  on  the  line  of  boundary  from  the  en- 
trance of  Lake  Superior  to  the  most  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of. the  Woods,  by  the  arbitration 
of  a friendly  power,  in  conformity  with  the  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet 


been  returned  by  the  British  government  to  this 
proposition. 

With  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  Russia  and  the 
remaining  powers  of  Europe,  I am  happy  to  in- 
form you  our  relations  continue  to  be  of  the  most 
friendly  character.  With  Belgium,  a treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  based  upon  liberal  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocity  and  equality,  was  concluded 
in  March  last,  and,  having  been  ratified  by  the 
Belgian  government,  will  be  duly  laid  before  the 
senate.  It  is  a subject  of  congratulation  that  it 
provides  for  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  a long 
standing  question  of  controversy;  thus  removing 
the  only  obstacle  which  could  obstruct  the  friendly 
and  mutually  advantageous  intercourse  between 
the  two  nations.  A messenger  has  been  despatch- 
ed with  the  Hanoverian  treaty  to  Beilin,  where, 
according  to  stipulation,  the  ratifications  are  to  be 
exchanged.  I am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that, 
alter  many  delays  and  difficulties,  a treaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation,  between  the  United  States 
and  Portugal,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Lisbon, 
on  the  26th  of  August  last,  by  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  two  governments.  Its  stipulations  are 
founded  upon  those  principles  of  mutual  liberality 
and  advantage  which  the  United  States  have  al- 
ways sought  to  make  the  basis  of  their  intercourse 
with  foreign  powers,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  tend 
to  foster  and  strengthen  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, an  agent  has  been  sent  to  Germany,  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  our  tobacco 
iiade. 

The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  conven- 
tion for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  upon  Mexico  having  met  and  orga- 
nized at  Washington,  in  August  last,  the  papers  in 
the  possession  of  the  government,  relating  to  those 
claims,  were  communicated  to  the  board.  The 
claims  not  embraced  by  that  convention  are  now 
the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, through  the  medium  of  our  minister  at 
Mexico. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  tiie  harmony  of 
our  relations  with  the  different  governments  of 
South  Ameiica.  1 regret,  however,  to  be  obliged 
to  inlorm  you  that  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon 
the  late  republic  of  Columbia  have  not  yet  been 
satisfied  by  the  separate  governments  into  which  it 
has  been  resolved. 

The  charge  d’aifairs  of  Brazil  having  expressed 
tiie  intention  of  his  government  not  to  prolong  the 
treaty  of  1828,  it  will  cease  to  be  obligatory  upon 
either  party  on  tiie  12th  day  of  December,  1841, 
when  the  extensive  eornrnerciali  ntercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  that  vast  empire  will  no  lon- 
ger be  regulated  by  express  stipulations. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  that 
the  government  of  Chili  has  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment to  indemnify  the  claimants  in  tiie  case  of  the 
Macedonian,  for  American  property  seized  in  1819; 
and  to  add,  that  information  has  also  been  receiv- 
ed which  justifies  the  hope  of  an  early  adjustment 
of  the  remaining  claims  upon  that  government. 

The  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  conversion  between  the  U.  States  and  Texas, 
for  marking  the  boundary  between  them,  have,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  repoi  t received  from  our  commis- 
sioner, surveyed  and  established  the  whole  extent 
of  tiie  boundary  north  along  the  western  bank  of 
the  Sabine  river,  from  its  entrance  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  tiie  thirty-second  degree  of  north  latitude. 
The  commission  adjourned  on  the  16lh  of  Junelast, 
to  reassemble  on  the  1st  of  November,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  accurately  Ihe  intersection  of 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  latitude  with  the  wes- 
tern bank  of  (tie  Sabine,  and  the  medium  line 
thence  to  Red  river.  It  is  presumed  that  the  work 
will  be  concluded  in  the  present  season. 

Tiie  present  sound  condition  of  their  finances, 
and  the  success  with  which  embarrassments  in  re- 
gard to  them,  at  tiine3  apparently  insurmountable, 
have  been  overcome,  are  matters  upon  which  tiie 
people  and  government  of  the  United  States  may 
well  congratulate  themselves.  An  overflowing 
treasury,  however  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  evi- 
dence of  public  prosperily,  is  seldom  conducive  to 
tiie  permanent  welfare  of  any  people;  and  experi- 
ence has  demonstrated  its  incoinpatability  with  the 
salutary  aciion  of  political  institutions  like  those  of 
the  United  States.  Our  safest  reliance  for  financial 
efficiency  and  independence  lias,  on  tiie  contrary, 
been  found  to  consist  in  ample  resources  unencum- 
bered with  debt;  and  in  this  respect,  the  federal  go- 
vernment occupies  a singularly  fortunate  and  truly 
enviable  position. 

When  I entered  upon  tiie  discharge  of  my  official 
duties  in  March,  1S37,  the  act  for  the  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue  was  in  a course  ot  rapid  ex- 
ecution. Nearly  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  of 
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the  public  moneys  were,  in  pursuance  of  its  pro- 
visions, ilepcsitcti  with  the  states  in  the  months  of 
January,  April  and  July,  of  that  year.  In  May 
there  occurred  a general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  including,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, those  in  which  the  public  moneys  were 
deposited,  and  upon  whose  fidelity  the  government 
had  unfortunately  made  itself  dependent  for  the  re- 
venues which  had  been  collected  from  the  people, 
and  were  indispensable  to  the  public  service.  This 
suspension,  and  the  excesses  in  banking  and  com- 
merce out  of  which  it  arose,  and  which  were  great- 
ly aggravated  by  its  occunet.ee,  made,  to  a great 
extent,  unavailable  the  principal  part  of  the  public 
money  then  on  hand;  suspended  the  collection  of 
many  millions  accruing  on  merchants’  bonds;  and 
greatly  reduced  the  revenue  arising  from  customs 
and  the  public  lands.  These  elfects  have  continued 
to  operate,  in  various  degrees,  to  the  present  period; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  decrease  in  the  revenue  thus 
produced,  two  arid  a half  millions  of  duties  have 
been  relinquished  by  two  biennial  reductions  under 
the  act  of  1833,  and  probably  as  much  more  upon 
the  importation  of  iron  for  rail  roads,  by-  special  le- 
gislation. 

Whilst  such  has  been  our  condition  for  the  last 
four  years  in  relation  to  revenue,  we  have,  during 
the  same  period,  been  subjected  to  an  unavoidable 
continuance  of  large  extraordinary  expenses  neces- 
sarily growing  out  of  past  transactions,  and  which 
could  not  be  immediately  arrested  without  great 
prejudice  to  the  public  interest.  Of  these,  the 
charge  upon  the  treasury,  in  consequence  of  the  Che- 
rokee treaty  alone,  without  adverting  to  others,  aris- 
ing out  of  Indian  treaties,  has  already  exceeded  five 
millions  of  dollars;  that  for  the  prosecution  of  mea- 
sures (or  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians, 
which  were  found  in  progress,  has  been  nearly 
fourteen  millions;  and  the  public  buildings  have  re- 
quired the  unusual  sum  ot  nearly  three  millions. 

It  atiords  me,  however,  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  say,  that,  Irom  the  commencement  of  this  period 
to  the  present  day,  every  demand  upon  the  govern- 
ment, at  home  or  abroad,  has  been  promptly  met. — 
This  has  been  done,  not  only  without  creating  a 
permanent  debt,  or  a resort  to  additional  taxation 
in  any  form,  hut  in  the  midst  of  a steadily  progrts- 
sive  reduction  of  existing  burdens  upon  the  people, 
leaving  still  a considerable  balance  of  available  funds 
which  will  remain  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  small  amount  of  treasury  notes,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  still 
outstanding,  and  less  by  twenty-three  millions  tiian 
the  United  Staffs  have  in  deposite  with  the  states, 
is  composed  ol  such  only  as  are  not  yet  due,  or  have 
not  been  presented  for  payment.  They  may  be  re- 
deemed out  of  the  accruing  revenue,  if  the  expen- 
ditures do  not  exceed  the  amount  within  which 
they  may,  it  is  thought,  be  kept  without  prejudice 
to  the  public  interest,  and  the  revenue  shall  prove 
to  be  as  large  as  may  justly  be  anticipated. 

Among  the  reflections  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation ol  these  circumstances,  one,  not  the  least 
gratifying,  is  the  consciousness  that  the  government 
had  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to  adhere,  in  eve- 
ry emergency,  to  the  sacred  obligations  of  law;  to 
execute  all  ns  contracts  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  constitution;  and  thus  to  present,  when 
most  needed,  a rallying  point  by  which  the  business 
of  "the  whole  country  might  be  brought  back  to  a 
safe  and  unvarying  standard — a result  vitally  im- 
portant as  well  to  the  interests  as  to  the  moials  of 
the  people.  There  can  surely  now  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  incalculable  evils  that 
would  have  arisen  if  the  government,  at  that  criti- 
cal moment,  had  suffered  itself  to  be  deterred  from 
upholding  the  ordy  true  standard  of  value,  either  by 
the  pressure  of  adverse  circumstances  or  the  vio- 
lence of  unmerited  denunciation.  The  manner  in 
which  the  people  sustained  the  peformance  of  this 
duty  was  highly  honorable  to  their  fortitude  and 
patriotism.  Jt  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  their  agents 
to  adhere,  under  all  circumstances,  to  the  line  of 
duty;  and  to  satisfy  them  of  the  safety  with  which 
a course  really  right,  and  demanded  by  a financial 
crisis,  may,  in  a community  iike  ours,  be  pursued, 
however  apparently  severe  its  immediate  operation. 

The  policy  of  the  federal  government,  in  extin- 
guishing as  rapidly  as  possible  the  national  debt, 
and,  subsequently,  in  resisting  every  temptation  to 
create  a new  one,  deserves  to  be  regarded  in  the 
same  favorable  light.  Among  the  many  objections 
to  a national  debt,  the  certain  tendency  of  public 
securities  to  concentrate  ultimately  in  tire  coiTers  of 
foreign  stockholders,  is  one  which  is  every  day  ga- 
thering strength.  Already  have  the  resources  of 
many  of  the  states,  and  the  future  industry  of  their 
citizens,  been  indefinitely  mortgaged  to  the  subjects 
of  European  governments,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
millions  annually,  to  pay  the  constantly  accruing 
interest  on  borrowed  money — a sum  exceeding  hall 


the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  whole  United  States. 
The  pretext  which  tiiis  relation  atfords  to  foreigners 
to  scrutinize  the  management  of  our  domestic  af- 
fairs, if  not  actually  to  inter  meddle  with  them,  pre- 
sents a subject  for  earnest  attention,  not  to  say  of 
serious  alarm.  Fortunately,  the  federal  govern- 
ment, with  the  exception  of  an  obligation  entered 
into  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which 
must  soon  be  discharged,  is  wholly  exempt  from  any 
such  embarrassment.  It  is  also,  as  is  believed,  the 
only  government  which,  having  fully  and  faithfully 
paid  all  its  creditors,  has  also  relieved  itself  entirely 
irom  debt.  To  maintain  a distinction  so  desirable, 
and  so  honorable  to  our  national  character,  should 
be  an  object  of  earnest  solicitude.  Never  should  a 
free  people,  if  it  be  possible  to  avoid  it,  expose 
themselves  to  the  necessity  of  having  to  treat  of  the 
peace,  the  honor,  or  the  safety  of  the  republic,  with 
Hie  governments  of  foreign  creditors,  who,  however 
well  disposed  they  may  be  to  cultivate  with  us  in 
general  friendly  relations,  are  nevertheless,  by  the 
law  of  their  own  condition,  made  hostile  to  the  suc- 
cess and  permanency  of  political  institutions  like 
ours.  Most  humiliating  may  be  the  embarrass- 
ments consequent  upon  such  a condition.  Another 
objection,  scarcely  less  formidable,  to  the  com- 
mencement of  a new  debt,  is  its  inevitable  tendency 
to  increase  in  magnitude,  and  to  foster  national  ex- 
travagance. He  has  been  an  unprofitable  observer  of 
events,  who  needs  at  this  ‘lay  to  be  admonished  of 
the  difficulties  which  a government,  habitually  de- 
pendent on  loans  to  sustain  its  ordinary  expendi- 
tures, has  to  encounter  in  resisting  the  influences 
constantly  exerted  in  favor  of  additional  loans;  by 
capitalists,  who  enrich  themselves  by  government 
securities  for  amounts  much  exceeding  the  inonpy 
they  actually  advance — a prolific  source  of  indivi- 
dual aggrandisement  in  all  borrowing  countries;  by 
stockholders,  who  seek  their  gains  in  the  rise  and 
fall  of  public  stocks;  and  by  the  selfish  importuni- 
ties of  applicants  for  appropriations  for  works 
avowedly  lor  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  but 
tire  real  objects  of  which  are,  too  frequently,  the  ad- 
vancement of  private  interests.  The  known  neces- 
sity which  so  many  of  the  states  will  be  under  to 
impose  taxes  for  the  payment  of  Ihe  interest  on 
their  debts,  furnishes  an  additional  arid  very  cogent 
reason  why  the  federal  government  should  refrain 
from  creating  a national  debt,  by  which  Ihe  people 
would  be  exposed  to  double  taxation  for  a similar 
object.  We  possess  within  ourselves  ample  re- 
sources for  every  emergency;  and  we  may  be  quite 
sure  that  our  cilizens,  in  no  future  exigency,  will 
be  unwilling  to  supply  the  government  with  all  the 
means  asked  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  In 
time  of  peace  there  can,  at  all  events,  be  no  justifi- 
cation for  the  creation  of  a permanent  debt  by  the 
federal  government.  Its  limited  range  of  constitu- 
tional duties  may  certainly,  under  such  circum- 
stances, be  performed  without  such  a resort.  It 
has,  it  is  seen,  been  avoided  during  four  years  of 
greater  fiscal  difficulties  than  have  existed  in  a si 
rnilar  period  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
and  one  also  remark, ible  for  the  occurrence  of  ex- 
traordinary causes  of  expenditures. 

But,  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object,  two 
things  are  indispensable:  fust,  that  the  action  ol  the 
federal  government  be  kept  within  the  boundaries 
prescribed  by  its  founders;  and,  secondly,  that  all 
appropriations  for  obj-cts  admitted  to  be  constitu- 
tional, and  the  expenditure  of  them  also,  be  sub 
jected  to  a standard  of  rigid  but  well  considered  and 
practical  economy.  The  first  depends  chiefly  on 
the  people  themselves,  the  opinions  they  form  of 
the  true  construction  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
confidence  they  repose  in  the  political  sentiments  of 
those  they  select  as  their  representatives  in  the 
federal  legislature;  the  second  rests  upon  the  fid  el  i 
ty  with  which  their  more  immediate  representa- 
tives, and  other  public  functionaries,  discharge  the 
trusts  committed  to  them.  The  duty  of  economiz- 
ing the  expenses  ot  the  public  service  is  admitted 
on  all  hands;  yet  there  are  lew  subjects  upon  which 
thpre  exists  a wider  difference  of  opinion  than  is 
constantly  manifested  in  regard  to  the  fidelity  with 
which  ttiat  duty  is  discharged.  Neither  diversity 
of  sentiment,  nor  even  mutual  recriminations,  upon 
a point  in  respect  to  which  the  public  mind  is  so 
justly  sensitive,  can  well  be  entirely  avoided;  and 
least  so  at  periods  of  great  political  excitement. 
An  intelligent  people,  however,  seldom  fail  to  ar 
rive,  in  the  end,  at  correct  conclusions  in  such  a 
matter.  Practical  economy  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs  can  have  no  adverse  influence  to  con- 
tend with  moie  powerful  than  a large  surplus  re- 
venue; and  the  unusually  large  appropriations  for 
1837  may,  without  doubt,  independently  of  the  ex 
traordinary  requisitions  for  the  public  service  grow- 
ing out  of  the  state  of  our  Indian  r*  Elions,  be,  in 
i no  inconsiderable  degree,  traced  to  this  source, 
i The  sudden  and  r apid  distribution  of  the  large  sur- 


plus then  in  the  treasury,  and  the  equally  sudden 
and  unprecedentedly  severe  revulsion  in  Ihe  com- 
merce and  business  of  the  country,  pointing  with 
unerring  certainty  to  a great  and  protracted  reduc- 
tion ot  the  revenue,  strengthened  the  propriety  of 
tile  earliest  practicable  reduc'ion  of  the  public  ex- 
penditur,  s. 

But,  to  change  a system  operating  upon  so  large 
a surface,  and  applicable  to  such  numerous  and  di- 
versified interests  arid  objects,  was  more  than  the 
work  of  a day.  The  attention  of  every  department 
of  the  government  was  immediately,  and  in  good 
faith,  directed  to  ttiat  end;  anil  lias  been  so  conti- 
nued to  the  present  moment.  The  estimates  and 
appropriations  for  the  year  1833  (the  first  over 
which  I had  any  control;  were  somewhat  diminish- 
ed. The  expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced  six 
millions  of  dollars.  Tho«e  of  1840,  exclusive  of 
disbursements  for  public  debt  and  trust  claims,  wdll 
probably  not  exceed  twenty-two  and  a half  millions; 
being  between  two  and  three  millions  less  than 
those  of  the  preceeding  year,  and  nine  or  ten  mil- 
lions less  than  those  of  1837.  Nor  has  it  been  found 
necessary,  in  order  to  produce  this  result,  to  resort 
to  the  power  conferred  by  congress,  of  postponing 
certain  classes  ot  tile  public  works,  except  by  de- 
terring expenditures  lor  a short  period  upon  a limit- 
ed portion  of  them;  and  which  postponement  ter- 
minated some  time  since,  at  the  moment  the  trea- 
sury department,  by  further  receipts  from  the  in- 
debted banks,  became  fully  assured  of  its  ability-  to 
meet  them  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service 
in  other  respects.  Causes  are  in  operation  which 
will,  it  is  believ  ed,  justify  a still  further  reduction, 
without  injury  to  any  important  national  interest. 
The  expenses  of  sustaining  the  troops  employed  in 
Florida  have  been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced, 
through  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  war  depart- 
ment; and  a reasonable  hope  may  be  entertained 
that  the  necessity  for  military  operations  in  that 
quarter  will  soon  cease.  The  removal  of  the  In- 
dians from  within  our  settled  borders  is  neaily 
completed.  Tile  pension  list,  one  of  the  heaviest 
charges  upon  the  treasury,  is  rapidly  diminishing 
by  death.  The  most  costly  of  our  public  buildings 
are  either  finished,  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  I 
think,  safely  promise  ourselv  es  a continued  exemp- 
tion from  border  difficulties. 

The  available  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January  next  is  estimated  at  one  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  T li is  sum,  with  tile  expected  re- 
ceipts from  all  sources  during  the  next  year,  will,  it 
is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  government 
to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a suitable  ba- 
lance in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  the 
remedial  measures  connected  with  the  customs  and 
the  public  lands,  heretofore  recommended,  shall  be 
adopted,  and  the  new  appropriations  by-  congress 
shall  not  carry  the  expenditures  beyond  the  official 
estimates. 

The  new  system  established  by  congress  for  the 
safekeeping  of  the  public  money,  prescribing  the 
kind  ol  currency  to  be  received  for  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  providing  additional  guards  arid  securities 
against  losses,  has  now  been  several  months  in  ope- 
ration. Although  it  might  be  premature,  upon  an 
experience  of  such  limited  duration,  to  furrn  a defi- 
nite opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  ol  its  influences 
in  correcting  many  evils  under  which  the  federal 
government  and  the  countiy  have  hitherto  suffered  — 
especially  those  that  have  grown  out  of  banking  ex- 
pansions, a depreciated  currency,  and  official  defal- 
cations; vet  it  is  but  right  to  say  that  nothing  has 
occurred  in  the  practical  operation  of  the  system 
to  weaken  in  the  slightest  degree,  but  much  to 
strengthen,  the  confident  anticipations  of  its  friends. 
The  grounds  of  these  have  been  heretofore  so  fully 
explained  as  to  require  no  recapitulation.  In  re- 
spect to  the  facility  and  convenience  it  affords  in 
conducting  the  public  service,  and  the  ability  of  the 
government  to  discharge  through  its  agency  every 
duty  attendant  on  the  collection,  transfer  and  dis- 
bursement ol  tile  public  money  with  promptitude 
are!  success,  I can  say',  with  confidence,  that  the 
apprehensions  of  those  who  felt  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  oppose  its  adoption  have  proved  to  be  unfounded. 
On  the  contrary,  this  branch  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  government  has  been,  and  it  is  believed  may  al- 
ways be,  thus  carried  on  with  every  desirable  faci- 
lity and  security.  A lew  changes  and  improve- 
ments in  Ihe  details  of  Ihe  system,  without  affecting 
any  principles  involved  in  it,  will  be  submitted  to 
you  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  w ill.  I am 
sure,  receive  at  your  hands  that  attention  to  which 
they  may,  on  examination,  be  found  to  be  enti'led. 

I have  deemed  this  brief  summary  of  our  fiscal 
affairs  necessary  to  the  due  performance  of  a duly 
specially  enjoined  upon  rre,  by  the  constitution. — 

! It  will  serve,  also,  to  illustrate  tr.or*-  fully  the  prin- 
| r i pies  Jay  which  I have  bren  guided  in  reference  to 
| two  contested  points  iu  our  public  policy, w hich  w er  e 
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earliest  in  their  development,  and  have  been  more 
important  in  their  consequences,  than  any  that  have 
arisen  under  our  complicated  and  difficult,  yet  ad- 
mirable, system  of  government:  l allude  to  a na- 
tional debt,  and  a national  bank.  It  was  in  these 
that  the  political  contests  by  which  the  country  lias 
been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption  ot  the  consti 
tntion,  in  a great  measure,  originated;  and  there  is 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  conflicting 
interests  and  opposing  principles  thus  marshalled, 
will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  produce  similar,  if 
not  aggravated,  consequences. 

Coining  into  office  the  declared  enemy  of  both,  I 
have  earnestly  endeavored  to  prevent  a resort  to 
either. 

The  consideration  that  a latge  public  debt  affords 
an  apology,  and  produces,  in  some  degree,  a neces- 
sity also,  lor  resorting  to  a system  and  extent  ot 
taxation  which  is  not  only  oppressive  throughout, 
but  likewise  so  apt  to  lead,  in  the  end,  to  the  com- 
mission of  that  most  odious  of  all  offences  against 
the  principles  of  republican  government — the  pros- 
titution ot  political  power,  conferred  for  the  gene- 
ral benefit,  to  the  aggrandizement  of  particular 
classes,  and  the  gratification  of  individual  cupidity 

is  alone  sufficient,  independently  of  the  weighty 

objections  which  have  already  bpen  urged,  to  ren- 
der its  creation  and  existence  the  sources  of  bitter 
and  unappeasable  discoid.  If  we  add  to  t his,  i s 
inevitable  tendency  to  produce  and  foster  extra- 
vagant expenditures  of  the  public  money,  by  which 
a necessity  is  created  for  new  loans  and  new  bur- 
dens on  the  people;  and,  finally,  if  we  refer  to  the 
examples  of  every  government  which  has  exisled, 
lor  prool  how  seldom  it  is  that  the  system,  when 
once  adopted  and  implanted  in  the  policy  of  a coun- 
try, has  failed  to  expand  itself,  until  public  credit 
was  exhausted,  and  the  people  were  no  longer  able 
to  endure  its  increasing  weight,  it  seems  impossible 
to  resist  the  conclusion,  that  no  benefits  resulting 
from  its  career,  no  extent  of  conquest,  no  accession 
of  wealth  to  particular  classes,  nor  any,  nor  all  its 
combined  advantages,  can  counterbalance  its  ulti- 
mate but  certain  results — a splendid  government, 
and  an  impoverished  people. 

If  a national  bank  was,  as  is  undeniable,  repudi- 
ated by  the  trainers  of  the  constitution  as  incompati- 
ble with  the  rights  of  the  slates  and  Ihe  liberties  ol 
the  people;  if,  from  Ihe  beginning,  it  has  been  re- 
garded by  large  portions  of  our  citizens  as  coining 
in  direct  collition  with  that  great  and  vital  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  which  declares  thal  all 
powers  not  conferred  by  that  instrument  on  the  ge- 
neral government  are  reserved  to  the  states  and  to 
the  people:  il  it  has  been  viewed  by  them  as  the 
first  e-reat  step  in  the  march  of  latitndinous  construc- 
tion,''which,  unchecked,  would  render  that  sacred 
instrument  of  as  little  value  as  an  unwritten  consti- 
tution, dependent  as  it  would  alone  be,  lor  its  mean- 
ing. on  the  interested  interpretation  ot  a dominant 
pa?iy,  amt  affording  no  security  to  the  rights  of  the 
minority; — if  such  is  undeniably  Ihe  case,  what  ra- 
tio i il  grounds  could  h ive  been  conceived  for  an- 
ticipating aught  but  determined  opposition  to  such 
an  institution  at  the  present  day? 

Conid  a different  result  have  been  expected,  when 
the  consequences  which  have,  flawed  from  ils  crea- 
tion, and  particularly  from  its  struggles  to  perpetu- 
ate its  existence,  had  confirmed  in  so  striking  a 
manner,  the  apprehensions  of  its  earliest  opponents; 
vviien  it  bail  been  so  clearly  demonstrated  that  a con- 
centrated money  power,  wielding  so  vast  a capital, 
and  combining  such  incalcul  ible  means  of  influence, 
may.  in  those  peculiar  conjunctures  to  which  this 
gov  erment  is  unavoidably  exposed,  prove  an  over- 
match for  the  political  power  of  the  people  them- 
selves, when  Ihe  true  character  of  its  capacity  to  re- 
gulate, according  to  its  will  and  its  interests,  and 
the  interests  of  its  favorites,  the  value  and  produc- 
tion of  the  labor  and  property  of  every  man  in  this 
extended  country,  had  beenso  fully  and  fearfully  de- 
veloped; when  it  was  notorious  that  all  classes  ol  this 
great  community  had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  in- 
fl.mnce  it  thus  possesses,  been  infected  to  madness 
with  a spirit  of  heedless  speculation;  when  it  had  been 
seen  that,  secure  in  the  support  of  the  combination  of 
influences,  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  it  could 
violate  its  charier,  and  set  tile  law's  at  definance  with 
impunity;  and  when,  too,  it  bad  become  most  appa- 
rent that  to  believe  that  such  an  accumulation  of 
powers  can  ever  be  granted  without  tile  certainty  of 
being  abused,  was  to  indulge  in  a fatal  delusion? 

To  avoid  the  necessity  ot  a permanent  debt,  and 
ils  inevitable  consequences,  I have  advocated,  and 
endeavored  lo  carry  into  effect,  the  policy  of  con- 
fining the  appropriations  for  the  public  service  to 
such  objects  only  as  are  clearly  w itliin  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  the  federal  govenment;  ol  exclud- 
in') hom  its  expenses  those  improvident  and  uuau- 
tlioi  'zed  grants  of  public  money  for  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  which  were  so  wisely  arrested  by 


the  constitutional  interposition  of  my  predecessor, 
and  which,  if  they  had  not  been  so  cheeked,  would 
long  before  this  time  have  involved  the  finances  id' 
fie  general  government  in  embarrassments  far  grea- 
ter than  tliosp  which  are  now  experienced  by  any  of 
the  states;  of  limiting  all  our  expenditures  to  that 
simple,  unostentatious,  and  economical  administra 
lion  of  public  affairs,  w hich  is  alone  consistent  with 
the  cliaiacter  of  our  institutions:  of  collecting  annu- 
ally from  the  customs,  and  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
a revenue  fully  adequate  to  defiay  all  the  expenses 
thus  incurred,  but  under  no  pretence  whatsoever,  to 
impose  taxes  upon  the  people  lo  a greater  amount 
than  was  actually  necessary  to  the  public  service 
conduted  upon  the  principles  I have  stated. 

In  lien  of  a national  bank,  or  a dependence  upon 
banks  of  any  description,  for  the  management  of  our 
fiscal  affairs,  I recommended  the  adoption  of  the 
sj  stein  which  is  now  in  successful  operation.  That 
system  affords  every  requisite  facility  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  government; 
will,  it  is  confidently  anticipated,  produce  in  other 
respects  many  of  Ihe  benefits  which  have  been  from 
time  to  time  expected  from  the  creation  of  a nation- 
al bank,  but  which  have  never  been  realized;  avoid 
the  manifold  evils  inseparable  from  such  an  institu- 
tion; diminish,  to  a greater  extent  than  could  be  ac- 
complished by  any  other  measure  of  reform,  the 
patronage  of  the  federal  government — a wise  policy 
in  all  governments,  but  more  especially  so  in  one 
like  ours,  which  works  well  only  in  proportion  as 
it  is  made  to  rely  for  its  support  upon  the  unbiassed 
and  unadulterated  opinions  of  its  constituents;  do 
away,  lorever,  all  dependence  on  corporate  bodies, 
either  in  the  raising,  collecting,  safekeeping,  or  dis- 
bursing the  public  revenues;  and  place  the  govern- 
ment equally  above  the  temptation  of  fostering  a 
a dangerous  and  unconstitutional  institution  at  home, 
or  the  necessity  of  adapting  its  policy  to  the  views 
and  interests  of  a still  more  formidable  money-pow- 
ei  abroad. 

It  is  by  adopting  and  carrying  out  these  princi- 
ples, under  circumstances  tile  most  arduous  and 
discouraging,  that  the  attempt  has  been  made,  thus 
far  succcesslully,  to  demonstrate  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  that  a national  bank  at  all  times, 
and  a national  debt,  except  it  be  incurred  at  a pe- 
riod when  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  de 
maud  the  temporary  sacrifice  of  a policy,  which 
should  only  be  abandoned  in  such  exigencies,  are 
not  merely  unnecessary,  but  in  direct  and  deadly 
hostility  to  the  principles  of  their  government,  and 
to  their  own  permanent  welfare. 

The  progress  made  in  the  development  of  these 
positions,  appears  in  the  preceding  sketch  of  the 
past  history  and  present  state  of  the  financial  con 
cerns  of  the  federal  government.  The  facts  there 
stated  hilly  authorise  the  assertion,  that  all  the  pur- 
poses lor  which  this  government  was  instituted 
have  been  accomplished  dining  four  years  of  great- 
er pecuniary  embarrassment  than  were  ever  before 
experienced  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  the  face  of 
opposition  as  formidable  as  any  that  was  ever  be- 
fore arrayed  against  the  policy  of  an  administration; 
that  this  has  been  done  when  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  government  were  generally  decreasing,  as 
well  from  the  operation  of  the  laws,  as  the  condi 
lion  of  the  country,  without  the  creation  of  a per- 
manent public  debt,  or  incurring  any  liability , other 
than  such  as  the  ordinary  resources  ol  tile  govern- 
ment will  sp  edily  discharge,  and  without  the  agen- 
cy of  a national  bank. 

If  this  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment, foi  the  period  it  embraces,  be  warranted  by 
the  lacts  as  they  are  known  to  exist;  if  the  army 
and  navy  have  been  sustained  to  the  full  extent  au- 
thorised by  law,  and  which  congress  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  protec- 
tion of  its  rights  and  its  honor;  ii'  its  civil  and  di 
ploinatic  service  has  been  equally  sustained;  ifainpie 
provision  ha»  been  made  for  the  administration  of 
justice  ami  the  execution  of  the  laws;  if  the  claims 
upon  public  gratitude  in  behall  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolution  have  been  promptly  met,  and  faithfully 
discharged;  if  there  have  been  no  failures  in  defray- 
ing the  very  large  expenditures  growing  on!  of  that 
long  continued  and  salutary  policy  of  peacefully 
removing  the  Indians  to  regions  of  comparative 
salety  and  prosperity;  if  the  public  failli  lias  at  all 
times,  and  every  where,  been  most  scrupulously 
maintained  by  a prompt  discharge  of  the  numerous, 
extended  and  diversified  claims  on  the  treasury; — ■ 
if  all  these  great  and  permanent  objects,  with  many 
others  that  might  be  slated,  have,  for  a series  of 
years,  marked  by  peculiar  obstacles  and'difficulties, 
been  successfully  accomplished  without  a resort  to 
a permanent  debt,  or  the  aid  of  a national  bank; 
have  we  not  a right  to  expect  that  a policy,  the  : 
object  of  which  has  been  to  sustain  the  public  ser- 
v ice  independently  ol  either  of  these  fruitful  sources 
of  discord,  will  receive  tile  final  sanction  of  a peo- 


ple whose  unbiassed  and  fairly  eliciud  judgment 
upon  public  affairs  is  never  ultimately  wrong? 

That  embariassments  in  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  individuals,  of  unexampled  extent  and  dura- 
tion, have  recently  existed  in  this  as  in  other  com- 
mercial nations,  is  undoubtedly  true.  To  suppose 
it  necessary  now  to  trace  these  reverses  to  their 
sources,  would  be  a reflection  on  the  intelligence 
of  my  fellow  citizens.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  obscurity  in  which  the  subject  was  involved 
during  the  eai  liet  stages  of  the  revulsion,  there  can- 
not now  be  many  by  whom  the  whole  question 
is  not  fully  understood. 

Not  deeming  it  within  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  the  general  government  to  repair  private 
losses  sustained  by  reverses  in  business  having  no 
connexion  with  the  public  service,  either  by  direct 
appropriations  from  the  treasury,  or  by  special  le- 
gislation designed  to  secure  exclusive  privileges 
and  immunities  to  individuals  or  classes  in  prefe- 
rence to,  and  at  the  expense  of,  the  great  majority 
necessarily  debarred  fiom  any  participation  in  them, 
no  attempt  to  do  so  has  been  either  made,  recom- 
mended, or  encouraged,  by  the  present  executive. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  great  purposes 
for  the  attainment  of  which  the  federal  govern- 
ment was  instituted  have  not  been  lost  sight  of. 
Intrusted  only  wilh  certain  limited  powers,  cau- 
tiously enumerated,  distinctly  specified,  and  defin- 
ed with  a precision  and  clearness  which  would 
seem  to  defy  misconstruction,  it  has  been  my  con- 
stant aim  to  confine  myself  within  Ihe  limits  so 
clearly  marked  out,  and  so  carefully  guarded.  Hav- 
ing always  been  of  opinion  that  the  best  preserva- 
tive of  the  union  of  the  states  is  to  be  found  in  a 
total  abstinence  from  the  exercise  of  all  doubtful 
powers  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government,  ra- 
ther than  in  attempts  to  assume  them  by  a loose 
construction  of  the  constitution',  or  an  ingenious 
perveision  of  its  words,  I have  endeavored  to  avoid 
recommending  any  measure  which  I had  reason  to 
apprehend  would,  in  Ihe  opinion  even  of  a con- 
siderable minority  of  my  fellow  citizens,  be  regard- 
ed as  trenching  on  the  lights  of  the  states,  or  the 
provisions  of  the  hallowed  instrument  of  our  union. 
Viewing  the  aggregate  powers  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment as  a voluntary  concession  of  the  states, 
it  seemed  to  ine  that  such  only  should  be  exercis- 
ed as  were  at  the  time  intended  to  be  given. 

I have  been  strengthened  too,  in  the  propriety 
of  this  course,  by  the  conviction  that  all  eli'orts  to 
go  beyond  this  tend  only  to  produce  dissatisfaction 
and  distrust,  to  excite  jealousies,  and  lo  provoke 
resistance.  Instead  of  adding  strength  to  the  fe- 
deral government,  even  when  successful,  they  must 
ever  prove  a source  of  incurable  weakness,  by 
alienating  a portion  of  those  whose  adhesion  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  great  aggregate  of  united  strength, 
and  whose  voluntary  attachment  is,  in  my  estima- 
tion, far  more  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  a go- 
vernment strong  in  the  best  of  all  possible  strength; 
the  confidence  and  attachment  of  all  those  who 
make  up  its  constituent  elements. 

Thus  believing,  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  secure 
to  the  whole  people,  and  to  every  member  of  the 
confederacy,  by  general,  salutary,  and  equal  laws 
alone,  the  benefit  of  those  republican  institutions 
which  it  was  the  end  and  aim  of  the  constitution  to 
establish,  and  the  impartial  influence  of  which  is,  in 
my  judgment,  indispensable  to  their  preservation. 

I cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  the  lasting 
happiness  of  the  people,  the  prosperity  of  the  slates, 
or  the  permanency  of  their  union,  can  be  maintain- 
ed by  giving  preference  or  priority  to  any  class  of 
citizens  in  the  distribution  ol  benefits  or  privileges, 
or  bv  the  adoption  ol  measures  which  enrich  one 
portion  of  the  union  at  the  expense  of  another;  nor 
can  I see  in  the  interference  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment with  the  local  legislation  and  reserved  rights 
of  the  states  a remedy  for  present,  or  a security 
against  future  dangers. 

The  first,  and  assuredly  not  the  least,  important 
step  towards  relieving  the  country  from  the  con- 
dition into  which  it  had  been  plunged  by  excesses 
in  trade,  banking,  and  credits  of  all  kinds,  w as  to 
place  the  business  transactions  of  the  government 
itself  on  a solid  basis;  giving  and  receiving  in  all 
cases  value  for  value,  and  neither  countenancing 
nor  encouraging  i n others  that  delusive  system  of 
credits  from  which  it  has  been  found  so  difficult  to 
escape,  and  which  has  left  nothing  behind  it  but  the 
wrecks  that  mark  its  fatal  career. 

That  the  financial  affairs  of  the  government  are 
now,  and  have  been  during  the  whole  period  of 
these  wide-spreading  difficulties,  conducted  with  a 
strict  and  invariable  regard  to  this  great  fundamen- 
tal principle,  and  that  by  the  assumption  and  main- 
j tenance  of  the  stand  thus  taken  on  t tie  very  threshold 
of  the  approaching  crisis,  more  than  by  any  other 
cause  or  causes  whatever,  the  community  at  large 
has  been  shielded  fiom  the  incalculable  evils  of 
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a general  and  indefinite  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  a consequent  annihilation,  for  the  whole 

Eeriod  it  might  have  lasted,  of  a just  and  invaria- 
le  standard  of  value,  will,  it  is  believed,  at  this 
period,  scarcely  be  questioned. 

A steady  adherence  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  the  policy  which  has  produced  such  salu- 
tary results,  aided  by  judicious  state  legislation, 
and,  what  is  not  less  important,  by  the  industry, 
enterprise,  perseverance,  and  economy  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  cannot  fail  to  raise  ttie  whole  coun- 
try, at  an  early  period,  to  a state  of  solid  and  en- 
during prosperity,  not  subject  to  be  again  over- 
thrown by  the  suspension  of  banks,  or  the  explo- 
sion of  a bloated  credit  system.  It  is  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  representatives,  to  decide  whether  or 
not  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country  (which 
all  good  citizens  equally  desire,  however  widely 
they  may  differ  as  to  the  means  of  its  accomplish- 
ment) shall  be  in  this  w'av  secured  ; or  whether  the 
management  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  go- 
vernment, and,  by  consequence,  to  a great  extent, 
those  of  individuals  also,  shai!  be  carried  back  to 
a condition  of  things  which  fo.-tared  those  contrac- 
tions and  expansions  of  the  currency,  and  those 
reckless  abuses  of  credit,  from  the  baleful  effects 
of  which  the  country  has  so  deeply  suffered— a re- 
turn that  can  promise,  in  the  end,  no  better  results 
than  to  reproduce  the  embarrassments  the  govern- 
ment has  experienced ; and  to  remove  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  present,  to  those  of  fresh  victims, 
the  bitter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  speculative  enter- 
prise to  which  our  countrymen  are  so  liable,  and 
upon  which  the  lessons  of  experience  are  so  una- 
vailing. The  choice  is  an  important  one,  and  I sin- 
cerely hope  that  it  may  be  wisely  made. 

A report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  presenting  a 
detailed  view  of  the  affairs  of  t hat  department,  ac- 
companies this  communication. 

The  desultory  duties  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  Indians,  in  which  the  army  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  on  the  northern  and  western  Iron 
tiers,  and  in  Florida,  have  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  carry  into  full  effect  the  plan  reccominended  by 
the  secretary  lor  improving  its  discipline.  Inevery 
instance  where  the  regiments  have  been  concen- 
trated, they  have  made  great  progress  ; and  the  best 
results  may  be  anticipated  from  a continuance  of 
this  system.  During  the  last  season,  a part  of  the 
troops  have  been  employed  in  removing  Indians 
from  the  interior  to  the  territory  assigned  them  in 
the  west — a duty  which  they  have  performed  effi- 
ciently, and  with  praiseworthy  humanity;  and  that 
portion  of  them  which  has  been  stationed  in  Flo- 
rida continued  active  operations  there  throughout 
the  he  ts  of  summer. 

The  policy  o!  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
Indians  of  which  a succinct  account  is  given  in  my 
message  of  1833,  and  of  the  wisdom  and  expedien- 
cy of  which  I am  fully  satisfied,  has  been  continued 
in  active  operation  throughout  the  whole  period  ol 
my  administration.  Since  the  spring  of  IS37,  more 
than  forty  thousat*!  Indians  h ive  been  removed  to 
their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  I am 
happy  to  add.  that  all  accounts  concur  in  represent- 
ing the  result  of  this  measure  as  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  that  people. 

The  emigration  of  the  Smninoles  alone  has  been 
attended  with  s-rious  difficulty,  and  occasioned 
bloodshed;  hostilities  having  been  commenced  bv 
the  Indians  in  Florida,  under  the  apprehension  that 
they  would  be  compelled,  by  force,  to  comply  with 
their  trea'v  stipulations.  The  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Payne’s  Landing,  signed  in  1832.  but  not 
ratified  until  1834,  was  postponed,  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  Indians,  until  1836,  when  they  again  re- 
newed thpir  agreement  to  re  nove  peaceably  to 
their  new  homes  in  the  west.  In  the  face  of  this 
solemn  and  renewed  compact,  they  broke  their 
faith,  and  commenced  hostilities  by  the  massacre  of 
major  Dade’s  command,  the  murder  of  their  agent, 
general  Thompson,  and  other  acts  of  cruel  treache- 
ry.  When  this  alarming  and  unexpected  intelli- 
gence readied  the  seat  of  government,  every  effort 
appears  to  have  been  made  to  reinforce  general 
Clinch,  w ho  commanded  the  troops  Ihen  in  Florida. 
General  Eustis  was  despatched  with  reinforcements 
from  Charleston;  troops  were  railed  out  from  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee  and  G'orgia;and  general  Scott 
was  sent  to  take  the  command,  with  ample  powers 
and  ample  means.  At  the  first  alarm,  general 
GainP3  organized  a force  at  New  Orleans,  and. 
without  waiting  for  orders,  landed  in  Florida, 
where  he  delivered  over  the  troops  he  had  brought 
with  him  to  general  Scott. 

Governor  Call  was  subsequently  appointed  to 
conduct  a summer  campaign,  and,  at  the  close  of 
it,  was  replaced  by  general  Jessup.  These  events 
and  changes  took  place  under  the  administration 
of  mv  predeeessor.  Notwithstanding  the  exertions 
of  the  experienced  officers  who  had  command  there 


for  eighteen  months,  on  entering  upon  the  admini- 1 
stration  of  the  government  I lound  the  territory  ol 
Florida  a prey  to  Indian  attrocities.  A strenuous 
effort  was  immediately  made  to  bring  those  Dost i I i 
ties  to  a close;  and  the  army,  under  general  Jesup, 
was  teinforced  until  it  amounted  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  furnished  with  abundant  supplies  of  every 
description.  In  Ihis  campaign  a great  number  ol 
ttie  enemy  were  captured  and  destroyed;  but  the 
character  ol  the  contest  only  was  changed.  The 
Indians,  having  been  defeated  in  every  engage- 
ment, dispersed  in  small  hands  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  became  an  enterprising,  formidable  and 
ruthless  banditti.  General  Taylor,  w ho  succeeded 
general  Jesup,  used  his  best  exeitions  to  subdue 
them,  and  was  seconded  in  his  efforts  by  the  officers 
under  his  command;  but  lie,  too,  failed  to  protect  the 
territory  from  their  depredations.  By  an  act  ol  sig- 
nal and  cruel  treachery,  they  broke  the  truce  made 
with  them  by  general  Macomb,  who  was  sent  Irom 
Washington  lor  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  expressed  wishes  oi  congress,  and  have  conti 
lined  their  devastations  ever  since.  General  Armts- 
tead,  who  was  in  Florida  when  gen.  Taj  lor  led  the 
army,  by  permission,  assumed  the  command,  and, 
alter  active  summer  operations,  was  met  by  propo- 
sitions for  peace;  and,  Ircnn  the  fortunate  coinci- 
dence of  the  arrival  in  Florida,  at  the  same  period, 
ol  a delegation  from  the  Seminoles  w ho  are  happily 
settled  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  are  now  anxious 
to  persuade  their  countrymen  to  join  them  tilt  re, 
hopes  were  for  some  time  entertained  that  the  In 
dians  might  be  induced  to  leave  the  territory  widt- 
out  fu 1 1 tier  difficulty.  These  hopes  have  proved 
fallacious,  ami  hostilities  have  been  renewed  thougli- 
out  the  whole  of  the  territory.  That  this  con'est 
has  endured  so  long,  is  to  be  attributed  to  causes  be- 
yond the  control  of  tile  government.  Expei ienced 
generals  have  had  the  command  ol  the  troops;  offi 
cers  and  soldiers  have  alike  distinguished  them- 
selves  for  their  activity,  patience,  and  enduring 
coinage;  the  array  has  been  constantly  furnished 
with  supplies  of  ev^erv  description;  and  we  must 
look  for  ttie  causes  which  har  e so  long  procrasti 
nated  the  issue  of  the  contest,  in  the  vast  extent  of 
the  theatre  of  hostilities,  the  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  presented  by  the  nature  of  the  country, 
ttie  climate,  and  the  wily  character  of  ttie  s ivages 

The  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  rivers  and 
lakes,  which  1 was  authorised  to  select  and  cause  in 
be  purchased,  have  all  been  designated;  but  ttie  ap- 
propriation not  proving  sufficient,  conditional  ar- 
rangements only  have  been  made  lor  their  acquisi 
turn.  It  is  for  congress  to  decide  whether  those  con- 
ditional purchases  shall  be  sanctioned,  and  the  hu- 
mane intentions  of  tile  law  carried  into  lull  effect. 

The  navy,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompany  ing 
report  ol  ttie  secretary,  has  been  usefully  ami  hono- 
rably employed  in  Hie  protection  of  our  com  nerve 
ami  citizens  in  the  Mediteirailean,  the  Pacific,  on 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  A 
small  sqnadion,  consisting  of  the  frigate  Coustella 
ti  on  amt  the  sloop  ol  war  Boston,  under  com  mod  ■ re 
K arney  is  now  on  its  way  to  the  Cnina  and  Indian 
seas,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  our  interests  in 
that  quartei;  and  commander  Aulick,  in  the  sloop 
ol  war  Yorktown,  fas  be  n instructed  to  visit  the 
Sandwich  and  Society  islands,  ttie  coasts  of  New 
Zealand  and  Japan,  together  with  other  ports  and 
islands  frequented  by  our  whale  ships,  lot  the  pur 
pose  of  giving  them  countenance  and  protection, 
should  they  be  required.  Oilier  smaller  vessels  have 
been,  and  still  are,  employed  in  prosecuting  ttie  snr 
veys  ol  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  directed  by 
various  acts  ol  congress;  and  those  w Inch  have  been 
completed  will  shortly  be  laid  belore  you. 

Ttie  exploring  expedition,  at  the  latest  date,  was 
preparing  to  leave  the  Bay  ol  Islands, New  Zel-md, 
in  further  prosecution  of  objects  which  have,  thus 
far,  been  successfully  accomplished.  The  discovery 
ol  a new  continent,  w hich  was  first  seen  in  latitude 
66°  2'  south,  longitude  154°  27'  east,  and  afterwards 
in  latitude  fib'1'  31'  south,  longitude  153°  40'  east,  b\ 
lieutenants  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for  an  extent  ot 
eighteen  hundred  miles,  but  on  which  they  were 
prevented  Irom  landing  by  vast  bodies  of  ice  which 
encompassed  it,  is  one  of  the  honorable  results  ol  the 
enterprise.  Lieutenant  Wilkes  harps  testimony'  to 
the  zeal  and  good  conduct  ol  his  officers  and  men; 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  that  officer  to  state  that  he  ap- 
pears to  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  him 
with  an  ardor,  ability,  and  perseverance,  w hich  give 
every  assurance  of  an  honorable  issue  to  the  under- 
taking. 

The  report  ol  the  postmaster  generd,  herewith 
transmitted,  w ill  exhibit  the  service  of  that  depart- 
ment the  last  year,  and  its  present  condi’ion.  The 
transportation  lias  been  maintained  during  the  year 
to  the  full  extent  authorised  by  Hie  existing  laws; 
some  improvements  have  been  effected,  which  the 
public  interest  seemed  urgently  to  demand,  but  not 


invoh ing  any  material  additional  expenditure;  the 
contractors  have  generally  performed  their  engage- 
ments w it  ti  fidelity;  the  postmasters,  w ith  few  exci  p- 
tions,  have  rendered  their  accounts  and  paid  their 
quarterly  balances  with  promptitude;  and  ttie  whole 
service  ol  the  department  lias  maintained  the  effi- 
ciency lor  which  it  has  for  several  years  been  dis- 
tinguished. 

The  acts  of  congress  establishing  new  mail  routes, 
and  requiring  more  expensive  services  on  others, 
and  tlir  increasing  wants  ot  the  country,  have,  lor 
ttiree  yeais  past,  cariied  the  expendituie.-  something 
beyond  the  accruing  revenues;  the  excess  having 
been  met,  until  the  past  year,  by  ttie  surplus  which 
had  previously  accumulated.  That  surplus  bavin”1 
been  exhausted,  and  the  anticipated  increase  in  the 
levenue  not  having  been  realized,  owing  to  the  de- 
pression in  the  commercial  business  ol  ttie  country, 
the  finances  of  the  department  exhibit  a small  de- 
ficiency at  the  close  ol  the  last  fiscal  year.  Its  re- 
sources, however,  are  ample;  and  the  reduced  rates  of 
compensation  lor  the  transportation  service,  which 
may  be  expected  on  the  lutuie  lettings,  from  the  <»e- 
neial  reduction  ol  puces,  with  the  increase  of  reve- 
nue that  may  reasonably  be  anticipated  Irom  the  re- 
vival of  commercial  activity,  must  soon  place  the 
finances  of  the  department  in  a prosperous  condi- 
tion. 

Considering  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which 
have  existed  during  the  past  year,  it  is  a gratifying 
result  that  the  revenue  lias  not  declined,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
exhibits  a small  inciease;  the  circumstances  teler- 
red  to  having  had  no  other  effect  than  to  check  the 
expected  income. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  postmaster  general  sug- 
gests certain  improvements  in  the  establishment, 
designed  to  reduce  the  w . ight  ot  the  mails,  cheapen 
the  transportation,  ensure  greater  regularity  m the 
service,  and  secure  a considerable  reduction  in  the 
rates  ol  letter  postage — an  object  highly  desirable. 
Tile  subject  is  one  ot  general  interest  to  Hie  com- 
munity, and  is  respectfully  recommended  to  your 
consideration. 

Ttie  suppression  of  Hie  African  slave  trade  has 
received  the  continued  attention  ot  the  government. 
File  brig  Dolphin  amt  schooner  Grampus  have  been 
employ  ed  dining  Hie  last  sea-on  on  ttie  coast  ol  Af- 
itca,  lor  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  portions  of 
lit  at  Hade  as  was  said  to  be  prosecuted  under  the 
American  Hag.  Alter  cruising  off  those  parts  of  the 
coast  most  usually  resorted  lo  by  slavers,  until  the 
commencement  ol  the  lainy  season,  these  vessels 
returned  to  ttie  United  States  for  supplies,  and  have 
since  been  despatched  on  a similar  service. 

Fi om  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  it 
appears  that  ttie  trade  is  now  principally  carried  on 
undei  Portuguese  colors;  and  they  express  the  opi- 
nion that  Hie  apprehension  ol  their  piesence  on  t he 
si  ive  coast  lias,  in  a great  degree,  arrested  the  pro- 
stitution of  ttie  Amer  can  Hag  lo  this  in  uinan  pur- 
pose. It  is  hoped  that,  by  continuing  to  maintain 
tins  force  in  that  quarter,  and  by  the  exertions  of 
the  officers  hi  command,  much  will  be  done  to  pul  a 
stop  to  whatever  portion  ol  this  tiaffic  may  have 
been  carried  on  under  the  Ameiican  Hag,  and  to 
prevent  its  use  in  a trade  which,  while  it  violates 
ttie  laws,  i-  equally  an  ouliage  on  tile  riglrs  ot  others 
and  tne  leelmgs  ol  humanity.  The  efforts  of  the 
seveial  governments  who  are  anxiously  seeking  to 
suppress  Ihis  traffic  must,  however,  lie  directed 
against  the  facilities  afforded  by  what  aie  now  re- 
cognised as  legitimate  commercial  pursuits,  before 
that  object  can  be  fully’ accomplished.  Supplies  of 
piovisioiis,  water-casks,  merchandise  and  articles 
connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade, 
are,  it  is  understood,  freely  cariied  by  vessels  of  dif- 
f rent  nations  io  the  slave  factories;  and  the  effects 
of  the  factors  are  transported  openly  from  one  slave 
station  lo  another,  without  interruption  or  punish- 
ment by  either  of  Hie  nations  to  which  they  belong, 
engaged  in  ttie  commerce  of  that  region.  I submit 
to  your  judgments  whether  this  government,  having 
been  the  first  lo  prohibit,  by  adequate  penalties,  the 
slave  trade — the  first  lo  declare  it  piracy — should 
not  be  the  first,  also,  to  loi  bid  to  its  citizens  all  trade 
with  the  slave  factories  on  Hie  coast  of  Africa;  giv- 
ing an  example  to  all  nations  in  this  respect,  w hich, 
it  fairly  followed,  cannot  tail  to  produce  ttie  most 
effective  results  in  breaking  up  iliose  den«  of  ini- 
quity M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  5,  1840. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolv-d , That  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  referred  to  the  committee  i f the  whole 
on  the  state  of  die  union,  and  lo.OtjO  c pies  thereof, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  5,000  copies 
thereof  wi  limit  he  accompanying  documents,  be  print- 
ed for  iie  use  of  tbe  members  ct  die  house. 

And  then,  at  2 o’clock,  the  House  adjourned  until 
to  uioriow,  at  12  o’clock. 
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Cities  of  tiie  union.  The  following  table  shows 
the  increase  of  the  population  of  some  of  the  principal 
cities  of  the  United  States: 


New  York, 

1840. 

312.234 

1830. 
202  539 

Increase 

109,645 

Philadelphia, 

253  322 

183,797 

70,135 

Baltimore, 

101,378 

80  625 

21.753 

B jston, 

84,401 

61,392 

23.319 

Brooklyn, 

36.233 

12,403 

24,831 

24.830 

Cincinnati, 

46  332 

21,551 

St.  Louis, 

21.535 

5.852 

18,763 

Washington, 

22,777 

18,827 

3,950 

Pittsburg, 

21.296 

12,542 

8,754 

Dover, 

3.775 

3 416 

359 

Wilmington,  Del. 

8,367 

6,663 

1,704 

Middletown, 

7,210 

6,892 

313 

Bridgeport, 

4.570 

2,800 

1.770 

Norwich, 

7,239 

5,179 

2 060 

New  London, 

5,523 

4.356 

1,172 

New  Haven, 

14.390 

10.678 

3 712 

Hartford, 

12,793 

9 789 

3,U04 

New  Orleans, 

102  191 

50,103 

52,038 

Savannalt, 

11,214 

7 303 

3,911 

Newburyport, 

7,161 

6 338 

773 

Wilmington,  N.  C 

4,263 

2 700 

1,568 

Natchez, 

4,826 

2,790 

2 036 

Newport, 

8 321 

8.010 

311 

Buffalo, 

13,356 

6 321 

12  035 

Portland, 

15.218 

12  601 

2,617 

Gardiner, 

5,044 

3.709 

1,335 

Canandaigua, 

5,653 

5.162 

491 

T roy, 

19,372 

11,405 

7,967 

Bath, 

5,000 

3.773 

1,227 

Dover,  N.  PI. 

6,433 

5.4  49 

989 

Providence, 

22.042 

16,832 

5 210 

Newark, 

17,202 

10,753 

6 249 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

7,884 

8 032 

Decrease. 

193 

Charleston, 

29,253 

30,289 

1,036 

Counterfeits,  &c.  The  Princess  Ann 

(Somerset 

county)  Herald,  notices  a counterfeit  $10  bill  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States,  lately  receiv- 
ed in  that  place.  The  note  is  dated  January  1,  1339, 
letter  A;  the  execution  of  the  engraving  is  represented 
to  be  inferior,  particularly  the  bust  at  each  end  of  the 
note.  The  signatures  are  tolerable,  though  the  name 
of  G.  VV.  Fairtnan  is  written  with  less  freedom  in  the 
counterfeit  than  the  genuine.  The  counterfeit  note  is 
shorter  and  a little  narrower  than  the  genuine  note. 

A female  accomplice  was  sentenced  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  to  two  years  imprisonment  in  the  peni'entiary,  for 
passing  counterfeit  money,  a few  days  since. 

Early  settlements  and  explorations  in  the 
northwest.  Detroit  was  the  resort  of  French  mis- 
sionaries and  traders  as  early  as  1602.  The  first  for- 
mal settlement  of  Detroit  was  made  in  1701  by  an  ex- 
pedition sent  from  Montreal,  commanded  by  Antoine 
de  la  Motie  Cadillac  acting  under  a commission  from 
Louis  XIV. 

Michiliimackinac  was  founded  in  1671,  by  Farther 
Marquette,  a French  missionary,  and  one  of  the  firsi 
European  explorers  of  the  lakes.  The  fort  was  buiit 
by  La  Salle  in  1679. 

Green  bay  was  settled  by  the  French  about  1570. 

Fort  St-  Joseph,  at  the  point  where  fort  Gratiot  now 
stands,  was  built  before  the  year  16SS. 

The  settlement  at  the  Sault  St.  Marie  consisted  in 
16S3of  a fort  and  a chapel,  and  was  a point  ofh  resort 
for  the  fur  traders  at  that  period. 

La  Salit’s  expedition  was  in  1679.  He  embarked 
upon  Lake  Erie  in  the  Griffim,  ( lie  first  vessel  larger 
titan  a canoe  that  ever  floated  upon  these  waters)  in 
August  of  that  year,  and  arrived  at  Mackinac  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  month.  Front  thence  he  went  to- 
wards the  Mississippi.  Fort  Cieve  Cceur,  was  built 
bv  him  near  the  present  site  of  Rockford  in  Illinois. 

Forts  were  built  at  Kaskaskia,  Kahokiaand  Peoria, 
by  people  whom  La  Salle  sent  out  in  the  course  of  his 
second  expedition  in  1633.  [ Cleveland  Herald. 

Great  Britain.  The  grand  total  capital  represent- 
ed by  all  the  property  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is 
estimated  at  £3  920,000,000.  The  value  of  lands, 
ships,  canals,  rail  roads,  mines,  horses,  timber,  crops, 
&,c.  is  es'itnated  at  £2,945,000,000.  The  value  of  all 
sorts  of  furniture,  apparel,  plate,  specie,  money  in 
chancery,  savings  banks,  &c.  estimated  at  £530, OuO. 
Tiie  national  debt  is  about  £764,000,000. 

Hard  money.  Copper  was  not  coined  in  England 
until  tiie  time  of  Elizabeth,  and  then  in  small  quantities, 
and  not  well  received.  In  1672,  a greater  cuinage 
took  place,  of  half  pennies  arid  farthings.  Silver 
pence,  half  pence  and  farthings,  were  coined  down  to 
tiie  reign  ot  Edward  III  1344;  then  groats  ar.d  half 
groats;  next  a shilling.  Henry  VI 11.  coined  crowns; 
Edward  VI  half  crowns,  sixpenses  and  three  pences; 
Elizabeth  tmo-penc.es.  and  three  farthing  pieces.  From 
43d  ot  Elizabeth  to  the  present  time,  the  coinage  has 
remained  the  same.  The  first  gold  coin  was  under 
Henry  ill  1257,  in  gold  pennies.  Tiie  guinea  was 
coined  in  1663,  of  Guinea  gold,  to  go  for  20s.  but  it 
never  went  for  less  titan  21s.  by  tacit  consent.  It  is 
computed  that  tiie  whole  coined  cash  of  the  kingdom 
passes  tin  ough  the  bank  every  three  years. 

Ireland  and  Holland.  Mr.  O’Connell,  in  a speech 
recently  delivered  at  a repeal  meeting  in  Dublin,  made 
tiie  f -flowing  observation,  "Mr.  Barrett  stated  on  last 

night,  in  his  address  at  Drogheda,  a most  important 


fact,  namely,  that  the  whole  soil  of  Ireland-  belonged 
to  10,000  individuals;  while  the  soil  of  Holland,  which 
is  not  more  than  one-third  the  size  of  Ireland,  is  divid- 
ed between  335,000  proprietors  of  land.” 

Longevity.  The  Belfast  Northern  Whig  publishes 
a list  of  one  hundred  inhabitants  of  tiie  courtly  of  An- 
trim, in  Ireland,  who  attained  the  age  of  92,  years.  Of 
t lie  hundred,  there  are  forty-three  whose  age  exceed  a 
century,  having  attained  the  following  ages: 

123,117,  114.111.110,100,  103.110,  101,105.  103, 
105,  103,  112,  106,  105,  109,  112,  103,  100.  106.  102.  109, 
104.  100,  102,  102.  106,  101, 100,  101,  100,  106,  107,  101, 
102,100,  106,  104,  107,  112,  101.  100. 

Milling.  A question  of  dispute  with  regard  to  the 
quickness  of  manufacturing  a certain  quantity  of  wheat 
into  merchantable  flour,  was  settled  last  Saturday  at 
Mr.  Seaton’s  niilis,  near  this  town.  It  was  contended 
that  one  pair  of  stones  could  not  manufacture  sixteen 
bushels  of  wheat  in  an  hour.  Judges  were  selected — 
the  wheat  weighed  out — the  mill  put  in  operation,  and 
tiie  sixteen  bushels  went  through  the  usual  process  of 
making  superfine  flour,  fit.  fur  exportation,  in  the  short 
space  of  fifty-three  minutes,  with  one  pair  of  stones 
only.  [ Tu.scara.wus , Ohio,  Advocate,  o/21lh  ult. 

Miss-onaries.  We  learn  from  the  Boston  Recorder 
that  the  rev.  Messrs.  Dole  and  Bond  and  their  wives, 
destined  for  the  Sandwich  Islands;  and  the  rev.  Mr. 
Paris  and  wife,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice,  destined  for 
the  Oregon  mission,  embarked  in  the  ship  Gloucester, 
capt.  Easterbrook,  on  the  14th  of  November.  Reli- 
gious services  were  held  on  the  occasion,  tiie  rev.  Dr. 
Jenks  leading  in  prayer.  The  missionaries  for  Oregon 
go  by  tiie  way  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  the  rev.  Stephen  Johnson 
and  wife,  rev.  William  Theodore  Van  Duren  and  wife, 

nd  rev.  Isaac  I’.  Stryker,  sailed  in  the  barque  United 
States,  capt.  Webb,  hound  to  Batavia,  on  tiie  island  of 
Java.  Mr.  Johnson  is  returning  to  Siam,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  two  years.  Messrs.  Van  Doren  and  Stryker, 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church,  are  destined  to  the 
mission  in  Borneo;  but,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
colonial  government  oi  Netheriand  India,  must  spend 
a year  at  Batavia.  [Christian  Observer. 

Netherlands.  On  the  first  of  May  last,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  was  2,662,486 
souls,  of  whom  1,690,342  were  Protestants;  910.983 
Roman  Cattiulics;  51,127  Jews;  and  2,803  of  other  de- 
nominations. 

Prison  statistics.  In  the  following  state  prisons 
the  earnings  of  the  convicts  have  exceeded  the  ex- 
penses, during  the  last,  year,  by  the  sums  set  against 
them.  Massachusetts  $4,433  27;  Connecticut,  $4.51 1 19; 
Auburn  in  N.  York,  $3,490  25;  Kentucky  $15,030  92; 
Ohio  $20  037  06 

In  New  Hampshire  the  prison  is  let  out  by  contract, 
and  ot  course  the  earnings  equal  the  expenses. 

In  the  following,  the  expenses  have  exceeded  the 
earnings  during  the  same  time.  Sing  Sing,  in  New 
York  $246  47;  New  Jersey  $5,534  16;  Philadelphia 
penitentiary  $13,373  76;  do.  at  Pmsburg  $7,107  00;  do. 
at  Baltimore  $3,723  36;  do.  at  Washington  $14,036  69; 
do.  at  Michigan  $3,345  67. 

Number  of  prisoners  in  10  penitentaries  at  the  com- 
mencement ut  the  year,  2,626;  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
2,787;  received  during  tiie  year,  1,101;  discharged  by 
expiration  of  sentence,  669;  by  death  55;  recommitted, 
82;  escaped  27. 

Sermons.  In  the  New  Yorlt  Sunday  Mercury,  a 
popular  writer  called  “Dow  Jr.’’  weekly  exhorts  its 
readers.  They  are  quaint  productions,  and  have  the 
air  of  novelty,  as  well  as  originality.  The  following  is 
a specimen.  The  moral  is  good,  and  the  similitude  is 
an  easy  and  natural  one: 

“My  friends  allow  me  to  show  you  how  the  human 
body  is  likened  to  a house.  My  text  explains  this.  It 
says  that  the  big  bones  are  the  main  timbers,  very  true. 
It  also  says  that  the  ribs  are  laths  well  plastered,  but  I 
should  say  they  are  rafters  that  run  into  the  ridge-pole, 
or  back  bone.  The  mouth  is  tiie  door,  and  the  nose  is 
the  chimney — especially  for  smokers.  The  throat  is 
the  entry  that  leads  to  the  kitchen  of  tiie  stomach, 
where  all  sorts  of  food  are  cooked  up;  the  iungs  are  the 
bellows  that  blow  tiie  flame  of  life,  and  keep  the  pot  of 
existence  always  boiling;  the  heart  is  the  great  cham- 
ber, where  the  greatest  variety  of  goods  imaginable  are 
stored,  some  good,  many  bad,  and  a fbvv  rather  mid- 
dling. 

In  this  way,  my  hearers,  you  see  tiie  house  of  tiie 
human  body  is  formed;  and  since  it  is  a house  of  no 
small  value,  you  ought  to  be  careful  of  it,  keep  it  well 
swept,  and  never  let  cobwebs  of  sin  gather  in  tiie  cor- 
ners ot  its  apartments.  1 beseech  you,  especially,  to 
look  after  the  great  chamber  of  the.  heart,  and  see  that 
every  thing  there  is  arranged  according  to  the  very  let- 
ter of  morality.  If  there  is  any  useless  rubbish  there, 
clear  it  out,  to  make  room  for  goods  that  are  saleable  in 
the  markets  of  the  virtuous.  The  chambers  of  some 
hearts  present  an  awful  dirty  appearance!  I should 
like  to  walk  into  them  with  a bran  new  broom:  the 
way  I’d  brush  out  sin  and  sand  the  floor  with  virtue, 
would  be  a caution  to  depravity!” 

Steamboats.  The  Farmer,  captain  Gilbert,  colaps- 
ed a flue  winlsl  stopping  to  land  a passenger  15  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  on  the  27 1 h ult.  William  Berry, 
first  engineer  was  killed  and  one  passenger  was  literal- 
ly blown  to  pieces.  Six  persons,  deck  hands  on  board 


of  the  boat,  were  badly  scalded;  and  four  negroes, 
(belonging  to  Mr.  Dewitt),  were  also  injured;  they,  it  is 
hoped,  are  not  mortally  wounded. 

Steamers.  The  Great  Western  left  New  York  on 
the  9th,  with  70  passengers,  $100,000  in  specie  and  a 
fair  freight. 

The  British  Queen  is  to  go  into  dock  for  repairs,  on 
reaching  England,  and  will  resume  her  trips  tiie  10th 
of  March,  and  thenceforth  the  10th  of  each  month 
will  be  iter  day  of  departure  going  and  coming. 

Temperance  reform.  The  American  Temperance 
Journal  says,  such  an  order  issued  in  our  country  as 
the  follow  ing  post  office  regulation  adopted  in  England, 
might  make  a greater  sweep  than  any  new  administra- 
tion: 

“Step  towards  temperance.  The  earl  of  Litchfield, 
postmaster  general,  has  issued  an  order  prohibiting 
any  individual  employed  in  the  post  office  department, 
or  their  wives,  from  keeping  houses  for  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  under  t lie  penalty  ol  forfeiting  office. 
This  order  was  read  a few  days  since  to  one  ot  tiie  de- 
partments by  Mr.  Tyrell,  superintending  inspector  who 
has  been  a tetotaler  for  four  years. 

The  entire  consumption  of  whiskey,  at  tiie  late 
Bamnasloc  fair,  says  a Dublin  paper,  was  only  eight 
gallons.  The  average  consumption  heretofore  was 
front  eight  to  twelve  puncheons.  This  shows  the  good 
effect  of  tiie  exhortations  of  Father  Mathew. 

General  W add y Thompson,  the  eminent  and  esti- 
mable representative  from  South  Carolina,  had  a sin- 
gularly narrow  escape  from  a most  horrid  death,  on 
Saturday  last.  He  was  on  his  way  to  this  city  from 
the  south;  and  finding  that  the  raj  cars,  as  they  ap- 
proached Petersburg,  in  Virginia,  were  proceeding  very 
slowly,  he  and  some  friends  got  out  and  took  to  the 
road.  They  were  descending  from  an  elevation  on 
the  road,  when  the  cars  came  suddenly  down  the  in- 
clined plane,  propelled  by  an  engine  from  behind. — 
General  Thompson  was  some  twenty  yards  in  advance 
of  his  friends,  and  being  wrapped  up  in  his  cloak,  with 
a handkerchief  close  around  his  ears,  he  did  not  hear 
tiie  noise  of  the  cars  approaching.  His  friends  had 
quickly  stepped  out  of  tiie  way,  and  called  to  him;  but 
he  did  not  hear;  nor  could  the  conductor  who  was  be- 
hind the  train,  see  him.  He  was  struck  down  with 
great  violence  by  the  first  car,  and  the  whole  train,  en- 
gine and  all  passed  over  his  body — but  providentially 
without  serious  injury.  In  an  hour  afterwards  lie  had 
recovered  from  the  stunning  effects  of  the  blow  be  bad 
received;  and  was  able  to  proceed  to  Richmond, 
where,  under  the  kind  attentions  of  devoted  friends, 
we  are  happy  to  learn,  he  will  soot;  be  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the  national  coun- 
cils. [Richmond  Whig. 

Weather.  “According  to  the  opinion  of  some  of 
our  oldest  inhabitants,”  says  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin, 
“the  winters  ior  the  last  few  years  have  grown  much 
colder  than  they  were  in  former  times.’’  Ice  was  form- 
ed there  of  considerable  thickness  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vember. 

The  Hudson  river  remained  flee  from  ice  up  as  high 
as  Poughkeepsie  to  the  8th  inst.  Above  that  the  navi- 
gation closed  during  the  preceding  few  days. 

A heavy  snow  storm  began  at  Baltimore  on  Ftiday 
the  4th  of  December,  and  continued  all  that  and  the 
next  two  days.  The  thoroughfares  became  so  loaded 
with  snow  as  to  intercept  the  mails  for  two  days,  an 
unusual  circumstance  so  early  in  December.  At  Bos- 
ton the  storm  commenced  on  Sunday. 

The  last  boat.  A gentleman  who  arrived  in  tiie  city 
this  morning,  left  fine  sleighing  in  Quebeck  and  Mon- 
treal. He  passed  between  these  places  in  the  Canada 
on  her  last  trip  for  the  season,  which  was  with  difficul- 
ty accomplished,  for  on  Lake  St.  Peter  the  ice  was  six 
inches  thick.  He  came  down  Lake  Champlain  in  the 
last  boat  also,  and  encountered  a -tremendous  gale, 
which  rendered  it  impossible  to  land  at  Burlington — 
otherwise  the  boat  would  have  stopped  there.  As  it 
was,  she  forced  Iter  way  to  Whitehall.  From  White- 
hall he  started  for  Sandy  Hi  1 in  tiie  last  boat,  with  six 
horses.  But  this  effort  was  too  weak  to  succeed.  Al- 
ter breaking  through  ice  on  the  canal  an  inch  thick  or 
more,  for  the  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  jack  frost 
brought  them  up  ail  standing,  and  forbade  their  further 
progress.  This  tiie  passengers  thought  hard,  as  he  had 
provided  no  other  mode  of  conveyance,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  trudge  on  toot  ten  miles.  Canada  is  a very 
cold  place,  and  it  is  a very  had  tiling  to  go  in  the  last 
boat;  but  not  so  bad  as  to  go  in  tiie  next  boat  afterwards. 

[N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

One  grain  of  wheat  One  grain  tiie  first  year  pro- 
duced a stein  containing  a 11  cars,  eacii  ear  average 
87  grains;  tiie  second  year  produced  half  a bushel;  the 
third  year  20  bushels;  the  fourth  year  763  bushels,  or 
26  quarters!  This  morceau  is  making,  with  great  in- 
dustry, the  circuit  of  the  papers.  A Mr.  Labor,  of 
Essex,  is  the  grower  of  this  corn;  and  a Mr.  Smith,  of 
Mark  Lane,  are  vouchers  of  the  fact. 

[English  Paper- 

Wild  lands.  The  Montreal  Herald  saj's.  that  in- 
structions have  been  received  from  the  colonial  office, 
to  fix  the  minimum  price  of  wild  lands,  at  2s.  per  acre 
in  Nova  Scotia.  In  New  Brunswick,  adds  tiie  Pleraid, 
it  is  generally  stated  at  3,s.  and  in  Lower  Canada  it  lias 
lately  been  fixed  at  4s.  east  of  the  Kenebeck  road,  and 
6s.  to  the  west.  In  Maine,  by  a law  of  the  state,  it  is 
2s.  6J.  so  that  emigrants  will  no  doubt  be  tempted  to 
try  that  stale,  rather  than  Canada. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  packet  ship  Columbus,  at  New  York,  brings 
Liverpool  dales  to  the  9th  Nov.  two  days  later  than 
our  previous  advices.  Nothing  of  importance  had 
transpired  in  the  meantime  except  the  speech  of 
Louis  Phillippe,  which  was  considered  satisfactory  in 
all  quarters.  The  tone  of  the  public  journals  is 
extremely  mild  and  conciliatory,  and  evinces  a dis- 
position to  make  ever)'  honorable  concession  for  (he 
purpose  of  preserving  the  peace  of  Europe.  The 
lung  proclaims  his  love  of  peace,  and  appeals  to 
the  representatives  of  the  French  nation  to  assist 
him  in  the  maintenance  of  a blessing  so  essential 
“to  the  common  interests  of  Europe,  to  its  people, 
and  to  the  progress  of  civilization.’ 

The  effect  of  the  speech  of  the  king  of  France 
was  favorable  to  the  money  market — consols  and 
securities  advanced. 

Flour  was  dull — large  arrivals  from  America — 
corn  market  amply  supplied  and  the  trade  dull  at 
previous  rates. 

In  the  cotton  market  less  activity  than  usual. 

AFRICA. 

Governor  Buchanan  writes  from  Monrovia  under 
date  of  24th  October,  that  the  colony  ot  Liberia 
was  in  an  unusually  healthy  state,  and  every  thing 
was  prosperous  and  flourishing. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  who  has  recently  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  throne,  by  the  voluntary  abdication  of 
his  father,  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  is  48  years 
of  age.  He  W'as  distinguished  at  the  battle  of  Wa- 
terloo. Among  the  list  of  foreign  stockholders  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  given  by  a com- 
mittee of  congress,  is  the  prine  ot  Orange  as  a hold- 
er of  one  million  of  dollars.  [ Newburyporl  Herald. 

BRAZIL. 

The  trade  of  Brazil.  It  is  stated  that  the  statistics 
of  the  kingdom  of  Brazil,  in  South  America,  show 
that  one  half  of  the  foreign  importations  into  that 
country  is  furnished  by  Great  Britain,  while  the  pro- 
portion from  the  United  Slates  is  only  about  one 
twentieth.  Surely  our  merchants  will  be  on  the 
quivive  in  this  matter.  [ Philad . laq. 

BUENOS  AYRES. 

The  affairs  of  this  country  says  the  correspondent 
of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  were  in  a very  ciitical 
state,  on  the  20th  Sept,  an  engagement  was  daily  ex- 
pected between  the  armies  of  gen.  Rosas  and  La- 
valle.  I rode  out  the  other  day  to  the  army,  in  com- 
pany with  capt.  Ogden,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Decatur. 
We  inspected  the  army  with  gen.  Rosas,  and  some 
of  his  principal  officers.  His  men  look  as  if  they 
will  fight  hard,  and  gov.  Rosas  has  one- fourth  more 
men  than  gen.  Lavalle,  but  the  troops  of  the  latter 
are  said  to  be  veterans,  arid  the  former  are  about  hall 
inililia.  The  army  is  about  ten  leagues  from  this 
city.  The  new  French  admiral,  Mackaw,  arrived 
al  Montevideo  on  the  23d  of  that  month,  with  two 
frigates  and  a portion  of  the  troops,  and,  on  the  ar 
rival  of  the  other  vessels,  would  go  up  to  Buenos 
Ayres.  Gan.  Lavalle  had  retreated  some  sixty 
leagues  from  his  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  was  expecting  an  attack  from  Oribe  and 
the  Buenos  Avrean  generals,  whose  united  forces 
amounted  to  6,000  men;  his  to  4,000.  The  letter 
9tates  that  governor  Rosas  has  been  launching  his 
vengeance  anew  upon  the  Unitarians,  50  of  vs  horn 
had  been  shot,  and  a large  amount  of  property  con 


TEXAS. 

Galveston  dates  to  3d  December,  confirms  the  ac- 
counts in  our  last  of  the  treacherous  conduct  of  the 
federalists. 

Many  of  the  American  volunteers  had  come  in, 
having  escaped  from  the  pursuit  of  the  centralists. 
One  detachment  of  them  retreated  from  Victoria 
to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  a distance 
of  three  hundred  miles,  pursued  the  whole  way  by 
the  centralists,  and  travelling  on  one  occasion  al- 
most ninety  miles  in  twenty-tour  hours.  Accounts 
bad  reached  Houston,  stating  the  arrival  of  the  de- 
tachment under  colonel  Jourdan  at  Loredo. 

A detachment  of  Mexican  centralists,  two  hun- 
dred strong  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  and  ven- 
tured into  the  limits  of  Texas  as  tar  as  Aubry’s 
Banche,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  smuggling  of  tobacco  was  carried  on  from  that 
point.  They  retired  without  doing  any  mischief, 
stating  that  they  had  strict  orders  not  to  molest  any 
but  those  who  were  fighting  lor  the  federalists. 

Major  Howard  had  arrived  at  Austin  from  San 
Antonio.  He  reports  the  section  of  country  through 
which  he  led  his  troops,  as  generally  fertile,  well 
watered  and  timbered.  The  Indians  bad  crossed  the 
Rio  Grande;  on  the  west  side  of  which  they  had 
committed  many  depredations.  An  English  mer- 
chant is  in  Galveston  making  arrangements  to  carry 
on  a direct  trade  with  Liverpool  in  the  shipping  of 
cotton  and  importation  of  merchandise.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  congress,  now  in  session,  show  nothing 
of  special  interest.  The  French  minister,  Mr.  De 
Saligny  had  been  introduced  to  congress,  and  was 
received  in  the  most  flattering  manner.  The  emi- 
gration to  Texas  seems  to  be  rather  on  the  increase 
than  otherwise.  During  the  last  twelve  months,  it  is 
estimated  that  ten  thousand  slaves  were  introduced. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Diplomatic.  His  excellency  the  minister  of  Por- 
tugal, to  reside  at  Washington,  the  commander  De 
Figaniere  de  Morao,  his  lady,  six  children  and  ser- 
vants, arrived  at  Baltimore  on  the  12th  inst.  in  the 
Tweed,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  had  expe- 
rienced a severe  and  dangerous  illness.  The  voyage 
was  beneficial  to  him,  but  he  is  now  confined 
by  a rheumatic  affection. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

The  general  result  in  each  state  having  been  in- 
serted, as  in  our  last,  we  shall  omit  the  table  of  ag- 
gregates until  it  can  be  inserted  complete.  Some 
lew  counties  ate  yet  to  be  received  from  Tennes- 
see, Missouri  and  Mississippi. 

Give  us  reciprocity  in  trade  or  a discri- 
minating duty.  A series  of  resolutions  has  been 
introduced  into  the  Georgia  senate,  instructing  the 
senators  and  requesting  t lie  representatives  of  that 
state  in  congress — “to  use  their  best  efforts  to  have 
a law  passed  at  the  ensuing  session  of  congress,  to 
tax  all  French  wines,  silks  and  brandies,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  one  which  they  lay  upon  our  tobacco  in 
their  ports.” 


ports  were  about  equal  to  1839,  the  following  table 
exhibits  the  different  articles  and  the  nature  of  each 
imported  into  the  countiy  during  the  year  1836, 
when  the  excess  of  the  exports  over  the  imports 
amounted  to  sixty  miliion: 

.Articles. 


Cotton  manufactures. 
Woollens, 

Wines, 

Spirits, 

Teas, 

Salt, 

Molasses, 

Iron  and  steel. 
Crockery, 

Silks, 

Coffee, 

Sugar, 

Spices, 

Lead, 

Linen, 

Hemp, 

Specie, 


Value. 

$17,876,187 
12,758,430 
4,332,034 
1,917,381 
6,342,811 
724,527 
4,077,312 
12,892,648 
2,709,187 
22,980,21 2 
9,653,053 
12,514,718 
1,028,039 
37,521 
8,271.213 
815,558 
13,400,881 


fiscated. 

Vol 
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A protective  tariff.  We  recur  to  this  sub 
ject  again,  more,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  plac- 
ing before  our  readers  a few  facts  connected  with  it, 
than  of  impressing  upon  them  any  views  of  our  own. 
The  subject  is  one  of  controlling  impoitance,  and 
destined  in  a short  time  to  be  one  of  general  inter- 
est throughout  the  country,  as  welt  as  of  extended 
discussion  in  the  national  legislature. 

We  last  W'eek  placed  beloie  our  rentiers  a table  oT 
the  exports  and  imports  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
and  aimed  to  show  that  the  reduction  of  the  taiiffof 
1328  was  the  signal  for  excessive  importation,  as 
well  as  the  commencement  of  a heavy  debt  contract- 
ed in  Europe  by  American  merchants.  The  excess 
of  imports  over  the  exports  of  the  country  is  esti- 
mated to  be  the  amount  of  the  foreign  debt  due  to 
Europe.  We  shall  endeavor  to  shew  for  what  this 
debt  has  been  contracted,  and  point  out  the  benefi- 
cial effects  which  a renew  al  of  the  tariff  act  of  1823 
would  ensure  to  American  industry.  The  total 
amount  of  imports  into  the  U.  S.  during  the  year 
1839  was  $157,609,560.  Of  this  sum  $72,040,719 
was  admitted  tree  of  duty.  Now  let  us  see  for  what 
this  large  sum  was  paid  to  European  merchants  — 
and  as  we  have  no  meansof  ascertaining  the  amount 
in  1839,  we  will  take  the  year  1837  when  the  im 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  we  paid  in  1S3S 
$22,980,212  for  tile  single  article  of  silks.  In  1839 
the  imports  for  the  same  article  amounted  to 
$22,938,028  and  yet  this  article,  which  comes  from 
France  principally,  and  where  our  exports  are  ad- 
mitted only  under  the  most  severe  restrictions, 
comes  into  our  ports  free  of  duty.  Need  we  say  a 
word  as  to  the  importance  of  saving,  by  imposition 
of  an  adequate  tariff,  this  immense  expenditure  to 
the  nation,  now  that  it  is  established  beyond  all 
question  that  we  are  as  capable  of  producing  the 
article  of  silk  ourselves  as  any  other  country.  Add- 
ed to  this,  silk  is  an  article  of  luxury  almost  exclu- 
sively, and  an  imposition  of  duties  upon  it  would 
fall  upon  those  most  capable  of  bearing  them. 

But  again.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
woollen  goods  brought  into  the  country  in  1836  was 
$12,758,430.  In  1839,  under  the  operation  of  the 
compromise  bill,  reducing  still  lower  the  duty  paid 
on  woollen  goods,  this  article  exceeded  $18,000,000. 
This  is  so  much  drawn  from  the  earnings  of  the 
country.  It  is  so  much  paid  by  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country  to  those  of  Europe,  and  operates  as 
an  onerous  and  oppressive  burden  upon  manufac- 
turing sections  of  the  union.  In  1836  the  cotton 
manufactures  imported  into  the  country  amounted 
to  near  eighteen  millions,  and  probably  much  ex- 
ceeded that  sum  in  1839.  This,  too,  is  a heavy  tax 
paid  by  this  country  to  Europe.  We  pay  also  five 
or  six  millions  to  France  lor  wines  and  spirits, 
while  our  government  derives  no  revenue  from  this 
source. 

But  lo  whom  douse  pay  tribute?  The  following 
exhibits  the  different  countries  from  which  the  im- 
ports proceed,  and  the  amount  from  each  dining 
the  year  1836: 

Great  Britain  and  dependencies, 


$86,022,915 

France  do.  37,036,235 

Spain  do.  19,345,690 

Netherlands  do.  3,861,514 

Sweden  do.  1,299,603 

Denmark  do.  1,874,340 

Portugal  do.  672,670 

China,  7,324,816 

Hanse  Towns,  4,994,820 

Russia,  2,778,554 

Mexico,  5,615,819 

Columbia,  1,696.650 

Brazil,  7,210,190 

During  the  same  year  we  exported  to 
Great  Britain,  64,487,550 

France,  21,441,200 

Spain,  8,081,668 

Sweden,  700,386 

China,  1,194,264 

Hanse  Towns,  4,663,882 

Russia,  911,013 

Brazil,  3,094,936 

And  leaving  us  indebted  to 
Great  Britain,  21,535,365 

France,  15,595,035 

Spain,  11,264,022 

Sweden,  599,217 

China,  6,130,552 

Hanse  Towns,  330,938 

Russia,  1,867,541 


$57,332,670 
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Showing  an  aggregate  indebtedness  to  the  above 
seven  European  governments,  about  equal  to  the 
whole  excess  of  imports  over  the  exports  for  that 
year.  Now  how  is  this  to  be  paid?  Does  it  not 
operate  as  a tax  upon  American  industry?  Is  it  not 
so  much  taken  from  the  earnings  of  the  people  of 
this  country  and  paid  to  producing  classes  ot  the 
old  world?  After  examining  the  above  table,  we 
ask  every  one  if  it  be  not  time  for  our  government 
to  interpose  its  protective  powers  and  check  the  in- 
creasing amount  of  taxes  we  are  paying  to  the  mo- 
narchies of  Europe.  For  ourselves  rather  than  go 
on  in  the  career  which  has  marked  our  history  for 
the  last  six  or  seven  years,  we  much  prefer  to  re- 
turn to  that  system  which  worked  so  well  from  1824 
to  1831,  when  the  country  went  on  prosperously, 
and  when  we  were  contracting  no  debts  in  foreign 
countries.  [Seneca  Courier. 

THE  NAVY. 

Commander  Voorhees  has  been  ordered  to  the 
TJ.  S.  sloop  ot  war  Preble,  vice  commander  Breeze 
relieved.  The  Preble  goes  to  the  Mediterranean. 

It  is  said  that  the  line  of  battle  ship  Columbus, 
now  at  Charlestown,  Mass,  will  be  immediately 
fitted  for  sea.  She  has  been  ordered  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, under  command  of  commodore  Morris, 
to  relieve  commodore  Hull  and  the  Ohio.  The  In- 
dependence goes  elsewhere. 

The  following  is  a list  ol  the  officers  attached  to 
the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  York  Town,  bound  for  the 
Pacific: 

Commander  J.  H:  Aulick;  lieutenants  H.  Eagle, 
S.  C.  Gist,  C.  W.  Pickering,  H.  J.  Hartstone;  act- 
ing master  C.  F.  McIntosh;  passed  assistant  surgeon 
"William  L.  Van  Horne;  purser  Thomas  B.  Nalle; 
assistant  surgeon,  William  A.  Nelson;  passed  mid- 
shipman William  L.  Blanton;  midshipmen  M.  K. 
Warrington,  H.  K.  Stevens,  L.  Beard,  Win.  Nelson, 
Robert  Savage,  A.  F.  Warley,  F.  L.  Conover,  R. 
Aulick;  captain’s  clerk  H.  LaReintiie. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Decatur  was  at  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  29th  September,  to  sail  for  Rio  about 
the  middle  of  December. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Message  of  governor  Page. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  house  of  representatives: 

In  pursuance  of  an  adjournment  in  June  last  we 
are  again  assembled,  clothed  with  the  high' func- 
tions, and  charged  with  the  responsible  duties  of 
legislators.  The  full  consideration  of  much  of  the 
important  business  then  before  the  legislature  was 
necessarily  postponed  to  this  time,  and  will  doubt- 
less receive  that  attention  hs  importance  demands. 

Independent  treasury.  Since  our  last  sitting, 
that  long  agitated  and  most  important  bill,  estab- 
lishing an  independent  United  States  treasury,  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  legislative  authority  of 
the  union,  and  become  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
influence  of  this  measure  will  be  felt,  it  is  believed, 
in  checking  the  great  fluctuations  in  the  nominal 
prices  and  value  of  property,  so  ruinous  to  indus- 
trious enterprise,  by  pieventing  the  vast  expan- 
sions and  consequent  contractions  in  the  amount  ot 
paper  money  and  by  infusing  a greater  amount  of 
the  less  variable,  and  universally  employed  and  ac- 
knowledged measure  of  value,  specie,  into  our 
medium  of  circulation.  Its  tendency  will  be  to 
prevent  suspension  o!  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
by  compelling  them  to  adhere  to  the  regular  and  le- 
gitimate course  of  their  business,  under  the  cer- 
tain expectation  that  while  the  revenues  of  the  ge- 
neral government  shall  be  paid  in  part  or  wholly  in 
specie,  they  will  be  held  to  the  performance  of  their 
chartered  stipulations  with  the  public,  and  be  called 
to  redeem  at  least  partially  their  promises  to  their 
bill-holders,  with  the  gold  or  silver  their  bills  are 
supposed  to  represent.  To  this  no  bank  can  offer 
any  valid  or  reasonable  objection,  and  no  solvent 
and  properly  conducted  bank  need  fear  it. 

The  witlrrirawal  of  the  national  funds  from  the 
custody  of  the  banks,  which  funds  are  collected 
fiom  the  whole  mass  of  our  citizens  tor  national 
and  not  for  individual  purposes,  will  also  by  lessen- 
ing the  means  of  temptation  thereto  keep  in  check 
that  wild  and  reckless  spirit  of  adventurous  specu- 
lation, which  meets  with  success  only  at  the  ex 
pense  of  the  industrious  and  frugal,  and  which  has 
heretofore  covered  with  disaster  and  embarrass- 
ment the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. — 
Industry  and  economy  will  take  the  place  of  idle- 
ness and  profligacy.  Order  and  regularity  in  busi- 
ness will  come,  instead  of  the  hurricane  of  specu- 
lation which  brings  ruin  and  desolation  instead  of 
wealth,  in  its  train.  Our  importations  will  be 
graduated  to  the  actual  demands  for  our  consump 
tion;  the  foreign  debts  of  our  merchants  wiil  be 
cancelled;  trade  will  resume  its  regular  and  health- 


ful course,  and  as  a nation,  we  shall  soon  regain, 
and  let  us  hope  continue,  in  the  path  of  solid  pros- 
perity and  real  independence.  Nor  is  this  all;  the 
funds  of  the  general  government,  the  money  of  the 
nation  will  be  under  i*s  own  control,  safely  kept 
lor  its  own  legitimate  use,  the  prompt  satisfaction 
ot  all  claims  upon  the  national  treasury  in  pursu- 
ance with  legal  appropriations  therefor. 

The  disasters  that  have  happened  to  our  national 
revenue  under  the  system  of  bank  deposites,  can 
never  occur  under  the  independent  treasury  system. 
Under  the  former,  we  have  seen  very  large  amounts 
ot  the  national  revenues  deposited  in  the  banks, 
when  all,  or  nearly  all  those  institutions  refused  to 
pay  a single  dollar  in  specie  to  redeem  their  bills. — 
We  have  seen  our  government,  as  a choice  of  evils, 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  with 
which  to  meet  its  liabilities  for  the  want  of  those 
funds  thus  rendered  unavailable  through  the  delin- 
quency of  the  bank  depositories.  Fortunately  for 
our  country  it  was  in  time  of  peace  this  disaster 
befel  her;  had  it  happened  when  we  were  at  war 
with  any  of  the  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  the 
extent  of  the  calamities  that  might  probably  have 
arisen  can  hardly  be  estimated.  The  experience  of 
the  past  is  the  best  guide  for  the  future,  and  ought 
to  admonish  us  to  be  prepared  for  every  probable  or 
possible  emergency. 

The  pvbhc  taxes.  Among  the  various  subjects 
which  will  claim  your  attention  at  this  time  is  a new 
apportionment  of  the  public  taxes.  This  to  make  it 
equitable  and  just  to  all  portions  of  the  state  will 
require  much  labor  and  patient  investigation.  I 
doubt  not  the  subject  will  receive  the  early  and  per- 
severing attention  which  its  importance,  as  well  as 
due  regard  to  economy  of  time,  will  demand. 

Banks.  Allow  me  here  to  repeat  the  suggestion 
made  to  you  in  June  last,  touching  “the  expedi- 
ency of  making  it  the  duty  of  the  bank  commis- 
sioners within  certain  limited  times  to  examine  into 
the  affairs  of  the  banks,  without  being  called  upon 
by  the  governor  for  that  purpose.”  " Although  it 
mayr  be  believed  the  condition  of  the  banks  gene- 
rally in  this  state  precludes  suspicion  of  mal-ad- 
ministration  or  fraudulent  designs  upon  the  public, 
yet  the  disclosures  of  the  past  year  show  that  a 
hank  may  keep  up  its  reputation  abroad,  command- 
ing credit  with  the  public  for  an  extended  circula- 
tion of  its  bills,  while  an  investigation  of  its  affairs 
at  home  would  at  once  have  exposed  to  view  a con- 
dition unsound  and  unsafe;  and  I cannot  but  be- 
lieve that  these  examinations  made  from  time  to 
time  as  suggested,  would  at  least  tend  to  prevent 
such  betrayals  of  public  confidence,  and  the  conse- 
quent public  loss  and  embarrassment. 

Agreeably7  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives ot  the  19th  of  June  last,  one  of  the  bank 
commissioners  has  made  an  examination  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Wolfeborough  bank  His  report  of 
the  result  of  his  investigation  which  has  been  made 
public  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers, 
will  hereafter  be  specially  communicated;  as  will 
also,  wdien  received,  the  report  of  another  of  the 
commissioners  which  is  expected,  (made  in  pursu- 
ance of  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  19th  of  June  last),  concerning  the  affairs  of 
the  Concord  bank. 

Stale  prison.  The  state  prison  is  now  managed 
wholly  on  account  of  the  state.  Essential  altera- 
tions and  repairs  in  the  workshops,  have  been  made 
by  the  present  warden,  new  branches  of  manufac- 
ture have  been  introduced,  and  the  convicts  are  all 
steadily  and  industriously  employed.  The  govern- 
ment and  discipline  of  the  prison  were  probably 
never  better  lhan  at  the  present  time.  The  results 
of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  a pecuniary  point  of 
view,  we  have  had  scarcely  time  to  ascertain;  but 
their  labor  is  directed  to  those  objects  which  af- 
ford the  best  prospect  of  success.  The  claims  for 
the  labor  of  convicts  under  the  recent  contract  have 
been  promptly  met  and  cancelled.  The  present 
condition  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  prison  w ill 
he  hereafter  communicated  to  you,  and  I indulge 
the  hope,  that  with  careful  ar.d  energetic  manage- 
ment, in  the  judicious  employment  of  capital  suf 
ficient  to  enable  the  warden  advantageously  to  make 
necessary  purchases,  the  institution  may  be  enabled 
to  sustain  itself,  without  additional  charge  upon  the 
treasury,  and  also  preserve  the  capital  invested  in 
its  operations. 

Criminal  laws  and  penitentiary  system.  The  great 
object  of  our  criminal  laws  and  penitentiary  system 
is  to  deter  men  from  the  commission  of  offences,  by 
ineteingout  ceilain  punishment  to  all  offenders;  and 
thus  to  protect  society  from  the  depredations  of  the 
lawless  and  violent.  The  mild  system  of  punish- 
ment by  temporary  imprisonment,  contemplates, 
no!  only  punishment  for  the  offence,  but  reclamation 
of  the  offender;  and  the  system  recommends  itself 
strongly  to  our  sense  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  our 
feelings  ol  humanity,  it  may  be  readily  seen  or. 


looking  into  our  prisons  and  examining  their  in- 
mates, that  a large  portion  ot  them  are  young  men, 
who  have  grown  up  with  little  parental  care,  in- 
struction or  advice,  having  never  been  trained  to 
habits  of  industry,  but  allowed  to  remain  idle  and 
ignorant,  the  natural  consequences  have  followed, 
and  they  have  gradually  sunk  in  the  scale  of  de- 
pravity until  at  last  they  have  met  “the  sharp  re- 
buke of  offended  law”  in  the  confinement  of  the 
felon’s  cell.  There,  under  wholesome  restraint 
and  rigid  discipline,  the  convict  has  a chance  left  of 
redeeming  himself.  Reflection  will  force  itself 
home  upon  him,  and  reformation  may  follow.  He 
may,  if  he  will,  acquire  some  honest  art  of  earning 
a livelihood,  and  with  it  the  tastes  and  dispositions 
which  will  induce  him  to  practice  it.  Applications 
for  pardon  of  convicts  are  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence, before  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  neaily 
expired;  the  practice  is  believed  to  be  attended 
with  pernicious  effects  to  the  convict;  it  tends  fo 
make  him  restless  and  uneasy,  under  the  ground- 
less hope  of  a remission  of  part  of  the  penalty  an- 
nexed to  his  offence,  which  he  should  be  taught  to 
expect  only,  if  at  all,  near  the  close  of  his  adjudged 
term  of  confinement,  and  then  only,  in  considera- 
tion of  uniformly  exemplary  conduct,  and  apparent 
determination  to  lead  an  amended  life. 

Judicial  system.  The  operations  of  our  judicial 
system  are  matters  of  profound  interest  to  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  our  people.  To  render 
the  system  as  little  burthensome  in  its  legal  opera- 
tions, as  possible,  within  the  limits  of  the  constitu- 
tion, is  the  appropriate  duty  of  the  legislature. 
The  delays  and  consequent  expense,  experienced 
by  litigants  in  our  courts  of  law,  have  become  pro- 
verbial. Whether  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  defects 
in  our  laws,  or  in  the  mode  of  administering  them, 

I will  not  assume  the  province  of  judging;  but 
whatever  the  cause  may  be,  the  expensive  delays 
attending  our  administration  of  justice,  is  a subject 
of  general  complaint,  especially  in  the  larger  coun- 
ties of  the  state.  The  complaint,  if  well  founded, 
all  will  agree,  should  meet  with  prompt  attention 
from  those  who  have  been  chosen  by  the  people 
and  made  legislative  guardians  of  the  common 
w'elfare.  In  any  constitutional  remedial  measures 
which  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  may  devise,  I 
shall  most  cordially  co-operate.  And  I beg  leave 
to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of^dividing  some  of  the  more  extensive 
counties  in  the  state,  into  two  or  more  uistricts  for 
judicial  purposes. 

Insane.  The  project  of  establishing  an  institu- 
tion for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  suffering 
insane  in  New  Hampshire,  is  a subject  of  intense 
interest  to  very  many  of  our  people;  the  success  of 
which  every  philanthropist  may  sincerely  desire. — • 
The  general  interests  of  humanity,  the  unfortunate 
condition  of  the  class  of  persons  for  whom  relief  is 
sought,  more  especially  if  the  ills  of  pauperism  be 
added  to  loss  of  reason,  and  it  may  be  said,  and 
perhaps  truly,  the  honor  of  the  state,  press  this 
subject  upon  our  consideration  with  almost  resist- 
less force.  If  pauperism  presents  a claim  to  the 
charities  of  the  public,  which  civilized  and  Chris- 
tian communities  always  allow,  the  relief  given  be- 
ing restricted  only  by  the  necessity  for  it,  then  in- 
deed, justice  as  well  as  a wise  and  provident  chari- 
ty seem  to  urge  the  grant  of  a like  measure  of  re- 
lief, if  possible,  in  cases  when  to  the  strong  claims 
of  poverty,  are  added  the  fearfully  interesting  and 
still  stronger  claims  of  insanity.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  trustees  of  the  “New  Hampshire  asylum 
for  the  insane”  will  be  enabled  in  their  report  (to 
be  made  to  the  legislature  at  its  present  session, 
agreeably  to  an  act  passed  in  June  last),  to  show 
such  reasonable  grounds  of  hope,  for  its  ultimate 
success  in  the  undertaking,  as  will  command  for  it 
your  continued  confidence  and  approval. 

Geological  survey.  The  geological  survey  of  the 
state  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Jackson,  the  state 
geologist,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Williams,  Whitney 
and  Baker,  his  students,  has  been  in  progress  during 
the  past  season.  It  will  not  be  expected  that  much 
more  than  a general  outline  of  such  survey  can 
have  been  perfected  in  one  season.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  a mass  of  interesting  information  has 
been  collected,  and  many  valuable  discoveries  of 
ores  and  minerals  made.  A large  number  of  spe- 
cimens have  been  collected  and  deposited  in  the 
state  cabinet,  and  other  specimens  and  soils  are  now 
undergoing  the  test  of  analyzation  and  assay  in  the 
laboratory.  Next  season  it  is  proposed  to  take  up 
the  survey  of  all  the  towns  in  regular  and  due  order, 
complete’  the  outlines,  and  explore  all  that  is  im- 
portant so  far  as  time  will  permit.  I am  informed 
by  the  geologist  that  he  will  be  able  to  make  his 
first  annual  report  during  the  coming  winter.  Inte- 
resting and  valuable  results  are  expected  from  this 
survey;  to  insure  these,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
| survey  should  be  carried  out  thoroughly  and  com- 
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pletely  in  accordance  with  the  enlightened  and 
liberal  policy  of  the  legislature  with  which  the 
plan  originated. 

I doubt  not  it  will  be  your  desire  to  limit  the  ex- 
penses of  the  session,  by  its  termination  at  as  early 
a day  as  may  be  consistent  with  a due  considera- 
tion of  the  important  business  now  before  the  le- 
gislature; in  the  adoption  oi  such  measures  as  shall 
promote  the  best  interests  and  prosperity  of  our 
constituents  I shall  most  cheerfully  co-operate. 

JOHN  PAGE. 

Executive  Department,  Concord,  N.  H.  Nov.  18,  1840. 

ALABAMA. 


Election  return— 

-official. 

Autauga, 

Har. 

591 

V.  B. 
574 

H.  mj. 

17 

V.  B.  mj 

Barbour, 

1,028 

642 

386 

Butler, 

719 

274 

436 

Bibb, 

583 

478 

105 

Benton, 

483 

1,248 

765 

Baldwin, 

137 

118 

19 

Blount, 

105 

720 

615 

Covington, 

188 

65 

123 

Conecuh, 

541 

209 

332 

Chambers, 

1,039 

678 

361 

Coosa. 

316 

539 

323 

Clarke, 

230 

596 

366 

Cherokee, 

377 

759 

382 

Dallas, 

1,024 

689 

335 

Dale, 

367 

672 

305 

DeKalb, 

157 

771 

6M 

Franklin, 

637 

903 

Fayette, 

203 

819 

616 

Greene, 

1,366 

783 

578 

Henry, 

325 

351 

66 

Jefferson, 

315 

532 

267 

Jackson, 

57 

2,147 

2,090 

Lowndes, 

896 

522 

374 

Lawrence, 

649 

732 

133 

Limestone, 

356 

897 

541 

Lauderdale, 

645 

987 

342 

Montgomery 

1,134 

811 

323 

Mobile, 

1,481 

1,121 

360 

Macon, 

731 

333 

393 

Marengo, 

842 

595 

247 

Monroe, 

646 

361 

285 

Madison, 

393 

1,985 

1,592 

Morgan, 

358 

804 

446 

Marshall, 

142 

924 

782 

Marion, 

196 

535 

339 

Perry, 

973 

825 

148 

Pike, 

653 

627 

26 

Pickens, 

1,062 

779 

283 

Russell, 

691 

404 

287 

Randolph, 

279 

52  4 

245 

Shelby, 

573 

407 

1C6 

St.  Clair, 

42 

679 

637 

Sumpter, 

1,303 

1,180 

128 

Tuscaloosa, 

1,276 

938 

338 

Talladega, 

669 

788 

119 

Tallapoosa, 

412 

436 

24 

Washington, 

263 

276 

13 

Wilcox, 

778 

437 

341 

Walker, 

244 

367 

123 

28,471 

33,991 

23,471 

Van  Buren 

maj. 

5,520 

ARKANSAS. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  election  held 
in  this  state,  on  the  1st  Monday  of  November,  for 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  as  taken 
from  the  official  returns. 

Van  Buren.  Harrison. 

John  Miller  6,04S  John  W.  Cocke 

John  McClellan  6,047  John  Ringgold 

Sam.  M.  Rutherford  6,040  Lewis  Evans 

Van  Buren  majority  1,686. 

INDIANA. 

The  following  is  the  vote  each  candidate  for  pre- 
sidential electors  received  at  the  late  election,  as 
copied  from  the  official  returns  in  the  secretary's 
office. 


4.362 

4.363 
4,361 


Harrison. 

McCarty, 

Marshal, 

Payne, 

Thompson, 

White, 

Cravens, 

Smith, 

Herod, 

Sample, 


Van  Buren. 


65,276 

Hendricks, 

51,695 

65,288 

Howard, 

51.35S 

65.267 

Owen, 

51,693 

65,303 

Secrest, 

51,438 

65,299 

Henley, 

51,110 

65.298 

Robinson, 

51,692 

65,277 

Kennedy, 

51,690 

65,278 

Peaslee, 

51,666 

65,297 

Lemon, 

51,554 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 
Thoughts  after  election.  l''or  young  work- 
ing men.  1 he  heats  oi  election  time  are  over,  and 
we  think  it  might  be  well  for  us  to  look  about  us  for 
something  with  which  to  occupy  the  minds  of  our 


ings  our  working  men  need  something  to  take  the 
place  of  the  calculations,  the  arguments,  the  wagers 
and  the  wordy  war  about  Van  Buen  and  Harrison. 
We  have  had  our  pageants,  our  beacon  fires,  our 
salutes  and  our  treats:  it  is  time  to  sit  down  to  the 
quiet  enjoyments  of  the  season. 

And  a blessed  season  it  is  after  all.  Spring,  sum- 
mer and  autumn  have  each  their  appropriate  delights, 
and  these  are  mostly  enjoyed  under  the  blue  heavens 
and  in  the  balmy  air:  but  winter,  cheerful  winter,  is 
the  time  for  in  door  comforts,  the  quest  of  know- 
ledge and  the  llow  of  affection.  They  may  talk  of 
May,  but  who  does  not  know  that  the  mutual  at- 
tachments of  young  hearts  put  forth  their  clasping 
tpndrils  most  lustily  between  thanksgiving  day  and 
the  return  of  the  blue  bird?  Now,  when  ruddy  fires 
begin  to  throw  their  dancing  flames  over  the  snug 
sitting  room:  when  the  piping  of  the  wind  tells  how 
close  the  house  is;  when  jack  frost  drives  the  rosy 
children  to  wanton  about  the  father’s  knee,  or  roll 
half  asleep  upon  the  rug;  now  is  the  time  when  the 
working  man,  wdio  has  that  best  of  earthly  gifts,  a 
wife,  and  abundance  of  little  olive  branches  about 
his  table,  learns  fully  what  is  meant  by  the  happy 
syllable,  home. 

The  rivals  of  our  home  are  many  and  fearful. — 
Among  the  direst  is  the  drinking  place,  whether 
known  as  porter  house,  grog  shop  or  tavern.  The 
man  who  spends  his  evenings  in  these  stygian  fumes, 
soon  grovels  and  wallows  away  half  his  civilization. 
Where  ought  lie  to  be,  but  by  his  own  warm  fireside, 
rewarding  his  wife  for  the  solitary  labors  and  vexa- 
tions of  the  day,  and  receiving  on  his  own  part  those 
cheap  but  invaluable  pleasures,  which  are  as  much 
above  the  delirium  and  ribaldry  of  the  bar  room,  as 
the  light  of  day  is  above  the  glimmer  of  a dipped 
candle.  I am  no  enemy  to  tavern  keepers.  They 
are  a useful  class  ot  men.  Their  offices  ofkindness 
to  the  stranger  and  the  traveller  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered and  repaid,  but  they  ought  likewise  to  be  freed 
from  the  horrible  enormities  which  proceed  from 
their  phials  of  madness  and  death.  The  worst  ef- 
fects of  ill  conducted  taverns  are  felt,  not  by  the 
wayfaring  man,  for  whose  behoof  the  inn  is  institut- 
ed," but  the  thiong  of  villagers  and  neighbors,  who 
have,  or  who  ought  to  have,  homes  of  their  ow  n, 
who  need  no  tavern,  and  who  resort  thither  from 
idleness,  from  love  of  excitement,  or  from  beastly 
appetite. 

Go  into  any  town,  and  abide  for  a few  days  atone 
of  these  marts  of  alcoholic  temptation.  Mark  the 
men  w ho  from  day  to  day  enter  the  ever  open  doors. 
Some  are  there  for  hours,  some  at  frequent  intervals; 
some  are  maudlin  by  the  grate  or  stove,  others  are 
hanging  upon  the  porch.  You  have  before  you  the 
representatives  of  the  indolence,  the  loquacity,  the 
unthrift,  the  mischief  making,  and  the  insolvency  of 
the  place.  Is  there  one  of  them  who  diives  a hand- 
some business?  Is  there  one  of  them  who  wears  his 
own  earnings  on  his  back?  Not  one.  Is  there  one 
of  them  who  is  reputed  for  philanthrophy,  public 
spirit,  or  successful  talent,  in  any  department?  Not 
one.  Is  there  one  of  them  who  enjoys  the  alert- 
ness, the  clear  spirits  and  the  rosy  hue  of  health?- — 
Not  one.  That  increasing  plethora  and  sluggish 
growth  is  not  the  sign  of  strength.  The  cheek  is 
flabby  and  the  hand  is  soft.  That  redness  of  the  eye 
and  nose  is  not  the  color  of  genuine  health.  That 
simper  and  that  laugh  are  not  the  gaiety  which  ir- 
radiated the  tace  before  the  tavern  became  a shrine. 

Ah!  if  that  bar  room  could  be  adjured  to  testify, 
if  those  books,  redolent  of  brandy  and  spotted  with 
the  marks  of  many  a tumbler,  could  be  put  to  (he 
question;  if,  after  every  name,  you  could  read  the 
history  of  the  drunkards  w ho  have  droped  otfone  by 
one,  how  would  the  hideous  revelation  scare  the  very 
sot  for  his  swinish  indulgence!  The  spell,  however, 
is  not  broken,  because  the  true  Lethe  is  ever  nigh. 
The  first  twinge  of  conscience  is  quieted  by  brandy 
and  water.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  tavern  hunter  is  so 
often  hopeless.  He  drinks  fill  he  feels  himself  half 
ruined;  tie  is  wretched;  he  drinks  to  drown  his 
wretchedness;  he  does  drown  it,  and  his  soul  along 
with  it.  Oh  hapless  youth!  before  such  be  your  fate 
break  away,  by  a sudden,  an  agonizing  effort  or  you 
swell  the  list  of  victims. 

The  brandy  house  and  home  are  antagonist  pow'- 
ers — deadly  foes,  irreconcilable  rivals.  If  you  wish 
to  embitter  a man’s  home  and  break  his  \ oung  wife’s 
heart,  introduce  hi  in  to  the  bar  room.  Grant  all  you 
please  of  attraction  at  home,  the  drinking  place  w ill 
have  more.  Hus  he  a virtuous,  sensible,  notable, 
comely,  loving  wife,  and  endearing  babies?  No  mat- 
ter. llis  leisure  hours  are  not  for  them,  but  for  the 
loungers  at  the  bar  and  porch.  He  will  feign  busi- 
ness, or  anxiety  for  news,  or  the  expectalion  of  a 
customer,  or  any  one  of  a thousand  pretexts  to  take 
him  anil  to  keep  him  there.  Therp  he  is,  at  noon 
and  at  night,  and  on  the  Sabbath.  Until  habit  has 


restless  population.  During  the  long  winter  e veil- 1 steeled  him,  he  sneaks  thither.  Grown  bolder,  he 


becomes  a fixture  of  the  establishment.  Every 
drinking  place  has  its  retinue  ot  attendants,  know  n 
to  every  passer  by.  The  tavern  sign  is  not  more 
familiar  than  the  tavern  suitors.  Homeless  creatures! 
each  of  whom  in  some  bright  or  humble  sphere, 
might  fiave  been  enjoying  such  innocent  delight, 
around  the  domestic  altar,  as  could  make  this  world 
a type  of  paradise! 

To  young  men,  beginning  life — especially  to  new- 
ly married  men,  the  counsel  is  seasonable.  Reverence 
the  fireside.  Admit  no  rival  there.  Let  your  chief 
joys  be  shared  by  her  who  has  forsaken  all  other 
hearts  and  hopes  for  you,  by  those  who  must  inhert 
honor  or  disgrace  from  your  course  of  life.  Shun 
the  bar  room  and  purlieus  of  intoxication.  It  is  to 
thousands  the  avenue  to  infamy.  Help  to  rid  those 
industrious  men  who  preside  over  public  houses,  and 
succumb  to  the  sad  necessity  of  leading  sober  men 
into  drunkenness  and  drunka.ds  into  to  despair — help 
to  rid  them  of  this  unpleasant  part  of  their  office. — 
They  protest  their  grief  for  these  results.  You  can- 
not but  believe  them.  Help  them  to  wash  their 
hands  of  the  horrible  stain. 

[ Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 

Report  of  the  D’Hauteville  case.  We 
have  received  from  Philadelphia  a large  volume  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety-five  pages,  octavo,  con- 
taining a full  report  of  the  D’Hauteville  case,  in  re- 
lation to  winch  so  much  has  been  said  and  publish- 
ed during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced  in  this  matter  last  sum- 
mer, upon  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  before  the 
judges  ot  the  court  of  general  sessions  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia.  The  hearing  lasted 
several  weeks,  and  the  case  was  conducted  with 
much  ability  by  W.  B.  Reed,  J.  M.  Scott,  and  J. 
R.  Ingersoli,  esquires,  for  the  relator,  Mr.  D’Haute- 
ville, and  J.  Cadwalader  and  W.  M.  Meredith, 
esquires,  tor  the  respondent,  Madame  D’Haute- 
vi lie.  The  opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered  by 

judge  Barton  on  the  14th  inst.  and  was  in  favor  of 
tlie  respondent. 

It  appears,  that  in  the  year  1837,  Mr.  David  Sears, 
a highly  respectable  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Boston, 
Mrs.  Sears  and  several  of  their  children,  amon» 
whom  was  the  respondent,  made  a visit  to  Europe” 
While  in  Paris,  the  latter  became  acquainted  with 
(he  relator,  Mr.  D’Hauteville.  The  respondent, 
then  Mbs  Ellen  Sears,  was  a beautiful  girl  of  about 
eighteen,  possessing  an  intellect  elegantly  culti- 
vated, and  the  most  refined  manners.  D’Haute- 
ville was  a young  gentleman  of  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  a native  of  Switzerland.  He  was  the 
son  of  very  respectable  parents,  with  whom  he 
lived  near  Geneva.  After  a short  acquaintance  be- 
tween the  parties,  Mr.  D’llauteville  made  propo- 
sals of  marriage  to  Miss  Sears,  which  were  at  first 
rejected.  These  proposals  were,  however,  renewed, 
and  after  the  arrangement  of  some  preliminaries 

touching  pecuniary  affairs,  they  were  married. 

The  marriage  took  place  at  Montreux,  in  August, 
1837.  It  seems  that  almost  immediately  after  they 
were  united,  difficulties  arose  between  them,  and 
the  lime  which  the  respondent  spent  in  Europe, 
previous  to  leaving  her  husband  to  visit  her  father’s 
family'-  in  Boston,  was  a season  of  great  unhappi- 
ness. In  the  early  part  of  1S38,  Madame  D’Haute- 
ville, with  the  consent  of  her  husband,  came  to 
this  country  on  a temporary  visit.  Since  her  ar- 
rival here,  however,  owing,  as  she  alleges,  to  some 
views  expressed  in  letters  from  her  husband  w'rit- 
ten  to  her  father  and  herself,  she  became  fixed  in  a 
determination  not  to  return.  On  the  27lh  of  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  a male  child  the  issue  of  the  said 
marriage,  wa3  born  in  Boston.  In  the  month  of 
July,  1839,  the  relator  caine  to  this  country,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  fruitless  endeavorsto  re- 
gain his  w ife  and  child. 

From  the  allegations  of  the  respondent  it  is  sa- 
tisfactorily shown,  that  the  marriage  of  Madame 
D’Hauteville  was  a sacrifice,  the  result  of  an  un- 
willingness, on  her  part,  to  recede  from  an  ill-con- 
sidered engagement,  into  which  in  extreme  youth 
she  had  improi  idently  allowed  herself  to  be  drawn* 
and  with  which  she  afterwards  complied,  under  the 
influence  of  a mistaken  sense  of  duty.  That  she 
would  not  have  thus  complied,  or  been  married  to 
the  relator  at  all,  if  she  had  not  been  assured  that 
her  wishes  would  not  be  opposed  upon  points 
w hich  she  deemed  necessary  to  her  happiness  and 
welfare,  and  upon  which  he  did  not  then  consider 
her  wishes  as  unreasonable.  That  Irom  the  mo- 
ment of  their  maniage,  Mr.  D’Hauteville  deemed 
himself  absolved  from  the  obligation  of  these  en- 
gagements, and  by’-  an  infinite  number  of  acts  of 
ill-treatment,  many  of  them  committed  in  total 
disregard  of  the  feelings  and  interests  which  had 
funned  the  subjects  of  his  engagements  before 
maniage,  and  by  a continued  system  of  onrir/>sSi00> 
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made  his  wife’s  situation  insupportable,  to  such  a 
degree  that  her  life  and  her  reason  were  threatened, 
and  had  in  some  measure  sunk  under  the  weight  o( 
her  oppressions,  until  her  removal  from  the  scene 
of  them  became,  under  medical  advice,  indispensa- 
ble. That  she  came  from  Europe,  accordingly, 
under  his  assurance,  and  in  the  belief,  that  he  would 
at  least  endeavor  to  open  the  way  tor  an  improve- 
ment in  her  condition  after  her  return. 

That  in  this  expectation  she  was  disappointed, 
and  that  on  the  contrary,  his  letter  of  the  24th  ol 
July,  183S,  presented  as  the  only  condition  of  her 
return,  such  terms,  as  would  have  insured,  the  re- 
newal and  continuance  of  the  same  evils  in  a greater 
degree  than  before,  and  in  a degree  which  it  would 
have  been  beyond  her  strength  to  have  borne.  That 
the  impression  thus  produced  upon  her,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  past,  is  one  of  incurable  alienation, 
and  results  in  the  loss  of  any  remaining  affection 
for  him,  and  in  the  conviction,  that  the  incompati- 
bility between  them  is  irreconcilable,  without  the 
total  extinguishment  of  feelings  and  sympathies 
which  she  has  not  the  strength,  and  which  it  is  not 
her  duty  to  abandon.  That  her  return  to  his  socie- 
ty could  not  take  place  without  a renewal  of  the 
state  of  health  of  mind  and  body,  under  which  she 
had  sunk  when  her  return  to  the  United  States  first 
became  necessary;  and  that,  in  the  present  state  ol 
her  feelings  and  of  her  powers  of  future  endurance, 
she  could  not  perform  to  him  the  duties  of  a wife, 
and  therefore  cannot  return  to  him. 

These  facts  are  clearly  and  cogently  proved  in 
the  respondent’s  answer  by  the  published  letters  of 
the  parties  and  the  testimony'  of  the  witnesses.  Out 
of  his  own  mouth  Mr.  D’Hauteville  is  proved  to  be 
a selfish,  priggish,  bigoted,  tyrannical  and  cold- 
hearted  young  man,  who  has  not  been  let  loose  from 
the  apron  strings  of  his  mamma,  and  who  had  not 
the  heart  or  the  sou!  to  appreciate  the  excellencies 
of  his  young,  beautiful  and  self-sacrificing  wife. 
The  fellow  appears  to  have  been  disappointed  in  re- 
gaul  to  the  pecuniary  arrangements  of  the  marriage, 
for  he  told  his  wife  that  he  had  excepted  a much 
larger  sum,  saying  that  he  had  been  much  sought  af- 
ter, and  could  have  married  the  richest  lady  in  Swit- 
Zetland. 

The  dominant  fault  of  his  character  appears  to 
have  been  morbid  jealousy,  not  the  offspring  of  af- 
fection, but  arising  from  a desire  of  exclusively  ap- 
propriating every  thing  to  self,  and  a consequent 
unwillingness  to  permit  the  most  harmless  and  in- 
nocent association  with  others.  The  mother  and 
sister  of  Mrs.  D’Hauteville  were  not  exempt  from 
this  foolish  jealousy.  And  here  we  take  the  oppor- 
tunity to  remark,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
unhappy  affair,  Mrs.  Sears,  tne  mother  ofthe  respon- 
dent, appears  not  only  wholly  blameless,  but  evi- 
dently struggled,  with  all  the  earnestness  of  mater- 
nal affection  and  the  patience  and  the  forbearance 
of  a Chiistian  matron,  to  heal  the  differences  be- 
tween her  son-in-law  and  daughter.  Notwithstand- 
ing she  was  treated  with  inhospitable  rudeness  both 
by  Mr.  D’Hauteville  and  his  worthy  mamma,  Mrs. 
Sears  appears  to  have  borne  every  thing  unrepining- 
ly  lor  the  sake  of  her  child. 

Among  those,  upon  whom  Mr.  D’Hauteville 
looked  with  an  eye  of  especial  jealousy,  were  his 
wife’s  countrymen  and  countrywomen,  the  ac- 
quaintances of  her  early  days,  whom  they  frequent- 
ly met  during  the  winter  and  spring  which  followed 
her  marriage,  for  whom  and  whose  customs  he 
seemed,  on  all  occasions,  to  entertain  a strong  d is  - 
like,  the  result  of  prejudices  which  he  carefully 
concealed  before  marriage.  After  the  departure  of 
her  farther  from  Europe,  neither  Mr.  D’Hauteville 
nor  any  of  his  family  who  shared  wilh  him  those  pre- 
judices, were  a{*  any  pains  to  conceal  them.  He 
would  not  treat  her  countrymen  of  matured  age,  or 
her  young  friends  whom  they  met,  with  common 
civility.  On  one  occasion  he  received  a letter  from 
his  wife’s  eldest  sister,  a married  lady,  from  whom 
she  had  been  separated  longer  than  from  any  other 
member  of  her  family,  and  to  whom,  at  her  own  re- 
quest, he  had  written  about  the  lime  of  (heir  mar- 
riage. This  letter  was  her  sister’s  reply,  ft  was 
the  first  intelligence  received  from  her  after  her 
marriage.  She  eagerly  asked  to  see,  and  earnestly 
desired  to  read  it.  He  refused  to  let  her  look  at  it, 
or  to  state  what  it  contained,  giving  no  reason  what- 
ever, except  that  he  desired  to  keep  his  letters  to 
himself,  and  he  begged  she  would  never  ask  to 
see  any  letters  from  any  of  her  family  to  him. 
She  shed  tears  of  disappointment  and  besought  him, 
in  every  manner  that  she  could,  to  let  her  know 
wdiat  her  sister  said,  to  which  he  only  replied  by 
locking  it  up  in  his  desk;  she  never  saw’  the  letter 
again. ' 

Mr.  D’Haufeville’s  ideas  of  the  necessity  of  fe- 
male subjection  to  the  more  powerful  sex,  are  wor- 
thy of  Blue  Beard  himself,  and  such  as  no  one  but 
a tyrant  and  a fool  would  attempt  to  enforce  in  this 


enlightened  age,  when  woman  has  been  elevated  to 
the  equality  of  a reasonable  companion  to  man. 
One  of  the  lady’s  first  lessons  took  place  about  a 
fortnight  after  her  marriage,  and  is  illustrative  of 
the  discipline  to  which  she  was  subjected.  Her 
mother  and  sister  were  about  to  drive  in  their  car- 
riage, and  she  proposed  to  accompany  them.  She 
mentioned  her  wish  to  her  husband,  who  consulted 
a short  time  with  his  -mother,  and  then  said.no.  she 
must  remain,  at  home.  He  told  her  that  she  had  not 
asked  him  properly,  in  French,  having  said,  “Je- 
veux  aller,”  [ wish  to  go,  or  “I  will  go.”  instead  of 
“Je  desire  d’aller,”  “I  desire  to  go.”  What  a prag- 
matic fool! 

If  she  chanced  to  take  the  wrong  seat  at  table,  or 
to  violate  any  ofthe  numerous  ceremonies  prevailing 
at  his  father’s  house,  she  was  reproved  for  it  in  a 
manner  inexpressibly  offensive,  and  the  booby  of  a 
son  would  look  on  approvingly,  and  see  his  young 
foreign  wife,  who  had  sacrificed  so  much  for  him, 
treated  with  the  rudeness  of  a menial.  The  scrip- 
tural studies  of  Mr.  D’Hanteville  likewise  appear 
to  have  been  somewhat  extensive.  He  undertook 
to  support  his  views  in  regard  to  martial  authority 
by  quotations  from  the  Bible.  Of  the  character  of 
his  lessons,  the  tendencies  may  be  seen  in  certain 
verses,  to  which  he  called  his  wife’s  attention  in  a 
letter  written  in  the  month  which  followed  her  de- 
parture for  America,  some  of  which  are  as  (ollows: 

1 Corinthians,  xi.  8,  8,  9,  11. 

3d.  But  I would  have  you  know  that  the  head  of 
every  man  is  Christ,  and  the  head  of  every  woman 
is  the  man,  and  the  head  of  Christ  is  God. 

8lh.  For  the  man  is  not  ofthe  woman,  but  the  wo- 
man of  the  man. 

9th.  Neither  was  the  man  created  for  the  woman, 
but  the  woman  for  the  man. 

11th.  Nevertheless,  neither  is  the  man  without 
the  woman,  neither  the  woman  without  the  man,  in 
the  Lord. 

Ephesians,  v.  24. 

Therefore  as  the  church  is  subject  unto  Christ, 
so  let  the  wives  be  to  their  own  husbands  in  every 
thing. 

1 Tim.  ii.  11,  12,  13,  14. 

11th.  Let  the  woman  learn  in  silence  with  all 
subjection. 

12th.  But  I suffer  not  a woman  to  teach,  nor  to 
usurp  authority  over  the  man,  but  to  be  in  silence. 

13th.  For  Adam  was  first  formed,  then  Eve. 

141  h . And  Adam  was  not  deceived,  but  the  wo- 
man being  deceived  was  in  the  transgression. 

1 Peter,  iii.  5,  6. 

5th.  For  after  this  manner  in  the  old  time,  the 
holy  women  also,  who  trusted  in  God,  adorned 
themselves,  being  in  subjection  unto  their  own 
husbands. 

6th.  Even  as  Sarah  obeyed  Abraham,  calling 
him  Lord;  whose  daughters  ye  are,  as  long  as  ye 
do  well,  and  are  not  afraid  with  any  amazement. 

We  have  given  but  few  specimens  of  D’Haute- 
ville’s  unfeeling  conduct,  but  can  refer  our  readers 
to  the  voluminous  history  of  the  case  in  this  re- 
port, with  the  assurance  that  they  can  not  fail  to 
rise  from  the  perusal  with  no  very  great  respect  for 
the  qualities  either  of  his  head  or  his  heart. 

The  letters  of  Mrs.  D’Hauteville,  wriften  as 
most  of  them  were  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  con- 
vey a most  exalted  idea  of  her  character,  her  intel- 
lect, and  her  superior  worth.  Their  simple  and 
sincere  style  presents  a remarkable  contrast  to  the 
cold,  artificial,  canting  letters  of  her  husband.  We 
select  the  following  letter  from  Mrs.  D’Hauteville 
to  her  father,  more  for  its  brevity  than  its  superiori- 
ty to  the  other  specimens  ol'  her  con espondence: 
Ellen  S.  D’  Hauteville  to  her  futher,  on  his  departure 

for  America,  written  six  days  after  her  marriage: 

“ Hauteville , Avgust  30. 

“The  time  approaches,  my  dear  father,  when  we 
must  separate,  and  1 cannot  bear  the  thought  that 
weeks  and  months  must  pass  away  before  we  may 
meet  again;  for  what  shall  I do  without  you?  As 
I see  you  leave  us  I cannot  but  feel  to  the  quick 
that  heart-breaking  feeling,  that  the  cord  is  being 
severed  which  binds  me  to  my  home,  that  I am  no 
longer,  as  it  were,  one  of  you,  and  that  henceforth 
I shall  not  be  there  to  participate  in  your  joys  and 
sorrows,  as  you  have  so  sincerely  done  in  mine. 
My  dear  father,  from  my  heart  I thank  you  for  your 
unceasing  kindness  and  sympathy  in  all  that  I have 
suffered.  You  have  often  soothed  my  regrets,  and 
soltened  the  bitterness  of  heart,  which  has  sometimes 
stolen  over  me  Do  not  believe  that  in  future,  1 
shall  allow  myself  to  give  way  to  any  of  those  feel- 
ings which,  now  I am  sure  you  would  disapprove. 
Oh,  no;  on  the  contrary,  I shall  find  my  happiness 
in  endavoring  to  make  that  of  Gonsalve,  and  I al- 
ready feel  that  God  will  not  leave  me  unrewarded. 
If,  at  limes,  1 cannot  prevent  myself  from  looking 
back  with  sadness  to-the  vacant  seat  which  is  left 


in  my  own  delightful  home.  I have  the  consolation 
of  knowing  that  I have  not  flinched  from  the  path 
which  I knew  to  he  right,  and  that  I deserve  your 
approbation  and  your  blessings;  this  thought  will 
sustain  me  through  many  dark  moments.  The  re- 
collection of  the  happiness  which  you  have  been 
the  means  of  bestowing  upon  me,  during  the  whole 
course  of  my  life,  which  has  never  been  shaded  with 
a single  cloud,  will,  I am  sure,  tDar  father,  give  you 
great  pleasure,  and  it  is  a thought  which  is  of  great 
comfort  to  me,  that  the  intercourse  between  us  has 
been  so  marked  by  constant  love  and  affection.  Tell 
my  dearest  Anna  and  Harriet  my  heart  aches  to 
see  them  once  more.  Heaven  grant  we  may  not 
long  be  separated;  but  I cannot  prevent  my  tears 
from  falling  fast  when  I think  of  them.  Tell  them 
dear  father,  how  1 have  suffered,  and  they  will  pity 
my  distress,  and  not  think  I have  deserted  them, 
which  is  a thought  I cannot  bear.  Farewell — my 
prayers  will  follow  you  by  sea  and  by  land.  Bless 
your  child,  dearest  father,  when  you  are  far  away, 
and  sometimes  recall  the  devotion  of  your  attached 
daughter,  (Signed)  Ellen.” 

Our  parting  advice  to  Mr.  D’Hauteville  is,  to  hur- 
ry back  to  bis  anxious  mamma  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition, and  never  to  stray  out  of  the  reach  of  her 
apron  strings  again  until  she  gives  him  permission 
to  put  off  his  swaddling  clothes. 

[N.  Y.  Evening  Signal. 

EEPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES, 

FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  ON 
THE  STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  7,  1S40. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  congress 
the  lollowing  report  on  the  finances: 

He  has  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  during 
the  present  year  theexpenditures  have  been  still  fur- 
ther reduced;  and,  though  the  revenue  has  not  prov- 
ed so  large  as  usual,  all  the  public  engagements 
have  been  met  with  promptitude. 

1.  The  receipts  and  means  for  1840,  exclusive  of 
trusts  arid  the  post  office,  has  been  as  follows: 

The  available  balance  in  the  treasu- 
ry on  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  1840,  is 
computed  to  have  been  $2,246,749  OO 

The  data  on  which  this  conclusion 
rests,  connected  with  the  actual 
receipts  and  expenditures  iri  1839, 
and  with  the  unavailable  condi- 
tion of  a portion  of  the  public 
funds,  may  be  seen  in  the  state- 
ments annexed. 

During  the  first  three  quarters  of  the 
present  year,  the  nett  receipts 
lrorn  customs  were  10,689,S84  7S 
During  the  same  pe- 


period  the  rec  ipts 
from  lands  were 

Miscellaneous  re- 
ceipts for  the  same 
time 

Estimated  receipts 
for  the  fourth 
quarter  from  all 
these  sources 


2,630,217  25 


77,660  98 


3,800,000  00 


These  make  the  aggregate  of  ordi- 
nary receipts  for  the  year  $17,197,763  01 

Add  the  estimat- 
ed receipts  of 
principal  and  in- 
terest in  1840, 
out  of  what  was 
due  from  former 
deposite  banks, 
but  not  available 
on  the  1st  of  Jar., 
last  $850,000  00 

Add  also  the  esti- 
mated receipts 
from  the  fourth 
bond  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  bank  2,500,000  00 

Do.  from  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes, 
instead  of  others 
redeemed 


Aggregate  from 
sources 


5,440,000  00 
these  additional 


$8,790,000  00 


This  make  the  total  means  in  1840, 

as  ascertained  and  estimated  .$28,234,512  01 
It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  about  $700,000  ol  the 
sums  computed  to  be  received  w ithin  the  year,  Horn 
the  banks  above  described,  have  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  paid;  and  if,  contrary  to  expectation, 
there  should  be  a failure  to  pay  any  part  of  them 
until  next  year,  it  will  make  a difference  to  that  ex- 
tent in  (he  preceding  results. 
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II.  The  expenditures  foi  1840,  exclusive  oftrusts 
and  the  post  office,  have  been  as  follows: 

For  the  first  three  quarters,  civil,  di- 
plomatic and  miscellaneous  $4,118,248  64 

For  the  same  time,  military  8,750,784  52 

For  the  same  time,  naval  4,620,316  35 

Estimates  by  this  department 
(though  higher  by  the  others)  for 
all  expenses  during  the  fourth 
quarter  5,000,000  00 


These  make  the  aggregate  of  cur- 
rent expenses,  lor  the  whole 
year  $22,489,349  51 

Add  for  funded  debt  and  interest 
for  that  of  the  cities  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  during  the 
year,  ascertained  and  estimated  100,000  00 

Redemption  of  treasury  notes,  in- 
cluding principal  and  interest,  as- 
certained during  the  first  three 
quarters  3,629,306  61 

Estimate  of  notes  that  will  be  re- 
deemed in  the  fourth  quarter  425,000  00 


This  will  make  the  aggregate  of 
payments  of  or  expenditures  of 
all  kinds  $28,643,656  12 

Leaving  an  available  balance  of  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury  on  the  31st 
Dec.  1840,  computed  to  be  1,590,855  89 

$28,234,512  01 

The  funds  oil  hand,  considered  not  available  for 
public  purposes,  at  the  commencement  as  well  as 
close  of  the  present  year,  are  described  particularly 
in  the  statement  annexed. 

Previous  to  the  close  of  the  year,  should  congress 
pass  any  new  appropriations  which  may  be  imme- 
diately expended,  an  additional  charge  to  that  ex- 
tent will  tiius  be  imposed  on  1840;  and  if  amounting 
to  any  considerable  sum,it  might  prudently’’  be  ac- 
companied by  some  provision  of  new  means  suffi- 
cient for  its  payment. 

III.  The  condition  of  the  public  debt  next  de- 
mands consideration. 

An  exhibit  of  the  particulars  of  it,  whether  fund- 
ed or  unfunded,  and  of  the  payments  made  within 
the  year  on  account  of  both,  is  annexed. 

Probably  none  of  the  former  kind  of  debt  exists 
which  is  due,  except  what  has  been  forgotten,  or  the 
evidence  of  it  mislaid,  as  all  ever  claimed,  whether 
incurred  in  the  revolution,  orsince,  has  been  prompt- 
ly discharged.  It  is  fortunate  that  no  new  debt  of  a 
permanent  character  has  been  recently  created  by 
the  geneial  government;  and  the  undersigned,  for 
reasons  formerly  explained,  which  need  not  be  here 
repeated,  has  uniformly  considered  it  sound  policy 
never  to  incur  one  in  time  of  peace.  But  it  will 
be  recollected  that  congress,  by  an  act  passed  in 
May,  1836,  engaged,  under  special  conditions,  to 
make  payment  of  a debt  due  from  tTie  cities  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  certain  individuals  abroad. 

The  principal  amounted  of  £ 1,500,000,  and  was 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  of  $60,000  each, 
beginning  the  1st  of  January,  1841.  But  the  inte- 
rest was  payable  quarterly,  and,  during  the  last 
four  years,  has  been  regularly  discharged  by  the 
treasury. 

Within  the  past  year,  notice  has  been  received 
from  the  agent  of  the  creditors  that  payment  of  the 
first  and  subsequent  instalments  of  the  principal  is 
desired  to  be  made,  when  due,  with  punctuality.  To 
insure  a compliance  with  that  wish,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, besides  meeting  the  interest  quarterly,  to  ad- 
vance $60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  residue  must  be 
paid,  in  like  amounts,  annually  hereafter,  till  the 
whole  is  discharged. 

The  canal  stocks,  assigned  to  secure  these  pay- 
ments can,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  be  sold 
to  aid  in  reimbursing  them.  But,  in  the  fust  in- 
stance, the  money  is  to  be  taken  from  the  treasury, 
under  existing  laws,  which  appropriate  sufficient  to 
discharge  all  outstanding  debts;  and  a sale,  if  able 
to  be  made  afterwards,  must  probably  be  at  a great 
sacrifice.  Congress,  may  therefore,  in  its  wisdom, 
think  further  legislation  on  the  subject  expedient. 

Thi3  is  all  the  funded  debt  not  due,  and  likewise 
all  of  it  not  paid,  except  as,  before  explained,  the 
inconsiderable  portions  never  yet  demanded. 

In  respect  to  the  unfunded  debt:  such  small  parts 
as  were  created  previous  to  1837,  and  still  remain 
unsatisfied,  must,  it  is  presumed,  be  in  that  condition 
some  accident,  which  has  prevented  a request  to  be 
made  for  payment. 

Nor  has  any  of  it,  which  was  incurred  since,  fal- 
len due,  without  being  discharged  whenever  claim- 
ed. 

The  whole  balance  of  the  four  emissions  of  trea- 
sury notes  made  since  October,  1837,  which  was 


outstanding  on  the  1st  instant,  amounted  only  to 
$'4,433,823.  This  is  but  $1,675,488  more  than  at 
the  close  of  1839,  notwithstanding  the  great  decline 
in  our  revenue  since,  and  the  unexpectedly  large 
expenditures  of  old  appropriations  connected  with 
the  Florida  war,  and  the  further  adjustment  of  claims 
in  behalf  of  Indians. 

Had  these  events  not  happened,  less  even  than 
that  amount  of  notes  would  have  been  issued,  and 
the  treasmy  might,  with  ease,  have  redeemed  with- 
in the  year  all  that  were  outstanding. 

It  could  have  done  the  same,  also,  with  most  of 
them,  had  congress,  at  the  last  session,  passed  the 
declaratory  act  concerning  the  tariff,  modified  the 
system  of  drawbacks  to  correspond  with  existing 
duties,  and  adopted  the  propositions  made  for  gra- 
duating the  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  well  as 
forming  new  land  districts. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  learn,  however,  that 
though  incommoded  by  the  failure  of  those  mea- 
sures, and  the  unexpected  circumstances  before  enu- 
merated, the  department  has  been  enabled,  by  other 
'means  under  its  control,  to  redeem  every  note  pre- 
sented, and  to  pay,  with  punctuality,  all  debts  that 
have  fallen  due. 

The  credit  of  the  general  government  has  thus 
been  preserved  so  high,  that,  instead  of  sacrificing 
iis  securities  at  large  discounts,  as  in  this  and  fo- 
reign nations  some  have  been  Compelled  to  do  with 
public  stocks,  the  treasury  notes  have  continued  at 
par  during  the  year,  though  never  bearing  an  inte- 
rest higher  than  5 2 5 per  cent,  and  subject  even  to 
the  stoppage  of  that,  after  sixty  days’  notice. 

In  fine,  on  a review  of  the  whole  subject,  our  si- 
tuation respecting  a public  debt  of  any  kind  will  be 
found  a most  favored  one.  Regarded  as  an  indica- 
tion either  of  the  good  state  of  the  national  credit,  or 
of  the  ample  resources  of  the  general  government,  or 
the  discreet  legislation  relative  to  its  fiscal  concerns, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  discover  many  eras  more  pros- 
perous in  these  respects,  w hether  in  the  annals  of 
this  or  any  other  country. 

IV.  The  exports  and  imports  within  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1840,  exhibit  several  striking  pe- 
culiarities. While  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country  constitutes  the  chief  basis  of  the  revenue 
of  the  general  government,  and  is  indicative  of  the 
extent  of  our  surplus  produce,  the  statistical  returns 
in  relation  to  the  subject  must  excite  constant  at- 
tention among  statesmen  and  political  economists, 
as  well  as  merchants. 

The  exports  during  the  year  are  computed  to 
have  been  $131,571,950.  This  amount  is  quite 
$10,543,534  more  than  in  1839,  notwithstanding  the 
reduced  price  of  some  of  our  great  staples,  and  is 
larger  than  ever  existed  before  in  our  history. 

Of  the  whole  exports,  only  $17,809,333  were  of 
foreign  origin.  This  left  those  of  domestic  origin 
at  $ 1 13,762,617,  being  $6,S45,937  more  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

The  imports  during  1840  were  about  104,805,891 
dollars.  This  shows  the  great  falling  off  from  the 
previous  year  of  $57,286,241.  It  furnishes,  like- 
wise, the  principal  explanation  of  the  extraordinary 
diminution  which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue  from 
customs;  a diminution,  however,  which  has  been 
caused  in  part,  by  evasions  of  the  laws,  new  judi- 
cial constructions  left  uncorrected,  and  the  payment 
of  too  large  sums  for  bounties  and  drawbacks,  under 
an  omission  in  the  existing  tariff  to  reduce  them  in 
a ratio  equal  to  the  reduction  going  on  in  the  duties. 

The  difference  between  our  exports  and  imports 
has  usually  been  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Several 
years  ago  it  ranged  that  way  about  seven  millions 
of  dollars  annually;  but  of  late,  the  average  has 
risen  to  near  twenty  millions  annually;  the  excess 
of  imports  having  been,  in  1836  even,  $61,316,995, 
and  in  1839,  $11,063,716.  But  during  1S40,  the 
extraordinary  occurrence  of  a reverse  in  this  state 
of  things  has  taken  place.  Such  a circumstance  as 
the  exports  at  all  exceeding  the  imports,  is  believed 
to  have  happened  previously  only  six  times  since 
the  constitution  was  adopted;  and  then,  never  loan 
extent  beyond  $7,916,813.  Now,  however,  with- 
out any  inflation,  and  in  some  important  articles 
under  a contraction  of  prices,  the  excess  of  exports 
is  not  only  more  than  ever  was  known  before,  but 
quite  threefold  greater,  being  computed  to  equal 
$26,786,059. 

This  excess  having  failed  to  produce  the  usual 
corresponding  increase  of  imports,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, having  been  accompanied  by  a diminution 
never  previously  equalled  in  amount,  except  under 
the  influence  of  the  embargo  in  1808,  the  whole  mat- 
ter furnishes  another  proof  of  the  hazardous  fluctu- 
ations in  the  chief  source  of  our  present  revenue, 
which  congress  has  been  requested  so  repeatedly  to 
guard  against  by  some  permanent  provision. 

It  is  also  a strong  illustration  of  the  probability 
of  the  conjecture  expressed  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, that  the  country  had  become  alarmingly  in- 


debted abroad;  in  part  on  ordinary  mercantile  credit, 
but  chiefly  on  stocks  of  corporations  and  states. 

To  meet  what  would  soon  be  due  for  interest 
alone,  it  was  then  supposed  would  require  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  the  exports;  and  which,  in 
that  event,  would  of  course  furnish  no  returns  in 
imports.  The  same  result  must  follow  yearly,  till 
the  old  stocks  are  redeemed,  unless  new  ones  can, 
for  some  time  longer,  be  sold;  and  the  difficulty  be 
thus  deferred,  though  merely  at  the  expense  of  in- 
creasing the  whole  ultimate  indebtedness. 

But  it  is  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  witness 
the  indications  which  the  unprecedented  amount  of 
exports,  during  the  last  four  years,  has  given  of  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  some  depressions  in  particular 
branches  of  business,  or  in  particular  places,  the 
general  prosperity  has  been  such  as  to  create  a large 
surplus  of  products,  and  to  enable  us  to  send  abroad 
immense  and  increased  values  of  them,  however 
great  the  complaints  have  been  as  to  low  prices. 

These  official  records  are  some  of  the  most  au- 
thentic tests  of  truth,  amidst  contradictory  conjec- 
tures on  topics  like  these.  They  show  that  we  have 
been  able  to  spare,  in  exports  of  domestic  produc- 
tions during  the  last  four  years,  quite  $408,894,743 
in  value;  which  in  no  previous  term  of  that  length, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  have  they 
exceeded  $359,447,622.  Except  in  the  last  two 
series  of  four  years,  they  have  never  gone  beyond 
$239,576,749;  or,  not  two-thirds  as  high  as  from 
1837  to  1840.  The  whole  tonnage  of  the  country 
has  also  advanced  within  the  four  years  past,  more 
than  20,000  tons. 

Seldom,  indeed,  if  ever,  has  the  navigating  in- 
terest, one  of  the  great  exponents  of  our  wealth  and 
increased  commerce,  been  so  prosperous  as  within 
the  last  twelve  months. 

It  is  true  that  a portion  of  the  increase  in  exports 
may  be  attributable  to  some  alteration  in  the  habils 
of  the  community,  not  connected  with  additional 
wealth. 

The  disposition  in  families  to  rely  less  on  their 
own  resources,  and  obtain  more  by  means  of  mer- 
cantile exchanges  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  has, 
without  doubt,  grown  more  rapidly  of  late  years 
than  formerly,  and  tended  to  augment  both  the  im- 
ports and  exports  beyond  what  the  real  increase  in 
the  amount  of  products  would  indicate.  Yet  the 
great  excess  of  exports  during  the  last  few  years, 
over  those  of  previous  times,  cannot  all  have  arisen 
from  these  circumstances.  Granting,  however, that 
some  of  it  has,  the  consequences  to  that  extent,  and 
in  another  view  of  the  subject,  are  not  so  well  cal- 
culated to  excite  gratification.  The  increased  de- 
pendence which  the  change  of  habits,  in  selling  and 
buying  so  much  more  of  what  is  consumed,  has  oc- 
casioned between  different  countries  and  those  en- 
gaged in  different  avocation,  as  well  as  the  increased 
credit  thus  demanded  through  many  new  ramifica- 
tions, and  the  greater  subjection  thus  produced  of  al- 
most every  pursuit  to  the  evils  attendant  on  fluctua- 
tions in  prices,  on  bank  expansions,  and  revulsions  in 
commerce,  have  probably  exercised  an  influence  on 
the  events  of  the  last  four  years  not  inconsiderable 
nor  salutary.  Combined  with  other  causes,  they 
must  certainly  have  tended  to  effect  a wide  and  un- 
favorable alteration  in  public  manners;  and  may,  in 
time,  inflict  an  injury  on  the  morals  and  character  of 
the  nation,  which  will  more  than  counterbalance  all 
the  gains  in  wealth. 

V.  The  estimates  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  1841  next  demanded  attention. 

The  actual  receipts  and  expenditures  in  that  year 
can,  of  course,  be  so  regulated  by  congress,  through 
new  legislation,  as  to  reach  nearly  any  amount  it 
may  deem  proper.  But  the  undersigned  can  neither 
increase  nor  diminish  them;  though  a duty  is  de- 
volved on  him,  in  respect  to  the  subject,  while  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury,  which  he  now  proceeds  to 
perform,  of  presenting  some  opinion  concerning  the 
amounts  to  which,  under  the  existing  laws,  and  the 
calls  of  the  different  departments,  they  are  likely  to 
attain. 

He  will  further  suggest  any  general  changes 
which  appear  to  him  expedient,  as  well  as  any  new 
means  deemed  necessary  to  meet  all  the  burdens, 
which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  be  imposed. 

The  estimates  for  the  ordinary  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  (he  ensuing  year  differ  some  millions 
from  what  will  be  actually  received  and  expended 
in  the  present  one, 

It  is  calculated,  however,  that  the  difference  will 
be  what  is  always  most  desirable — some  increase  of 
the  receipts,  and  a further  diminution  of  the  expen- 
ditures. 

The  estimates  for  the  latter,  in  the  present  year, 
were  made  less  than  those  of  1839;  and  the  results 
have  corresponded.  Indeed,  it  is  a cause  of  much 
gratification  that  the  expectations  heretofore  che- 
rished, of  materially  reducing  the  public  burdens, 
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have  been  verified  to  so  great  an  extent.  Thus,  the 
expenses  of  J838  fell  below  those  of  1837;  while 
the  expenses  of  1839,  notwithstanding  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Florida  war,  were  nearly  eight  millions 
below  those  of  1838;  and  it  is  expected  that  the  ex- 
penses of  1840  will  be  from  two  to  three  millions 
still  lower,  or  quite  ten  millions  less  than  those  of 
1838. 

They  would  have  been  nearly  twelve  millions 
le.'s,  had  not  that  war  continued,  and  unusually 
large  payments  been  made  to  Indians,  under  old 
appropriations. 

It  is  believed  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  1841 
ought  to  fall  some  millions  below  those  in  1840;  as 
the  pensions  have  diminished  by  deaths,  fewer  In- 
dians remain  to  be  removed,  several  expensive  pub- 
lic buildings  have  been  mostly  finished,  and  hostili- 
ties with  the  Seminoles  must  be  nearer  to  a close. 

More  details  concerning  the  estimates  for  the 
next  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the  cor- 
rectness of  some  of  the  preceding  results. 

It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  possession 
of  this  department,  the  receipts,  under  the  existing 
laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 

From  customs,  $'19,000,000 

From  lands,  3,500,000 

Miscellaneous,  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury, available  on  the  1st  Jan.  next,  1,580,855 

The  aggregate  of  ordinary  means  for 

the  next  year  would  then  be  24,160,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
principal  or  interest,  due  from  banks, 
which  is  likely  to  be  made  available, 
except  about  220,000 

A .power  will  exist  under  the  act  of  31st 
"March,  1840,  to  issue  treasury  notes 
till  a year  from  its  passage  expires,  but 
not  to  make  the  whole  emission  out-, 
standing  at  any  one  time  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars. 

This  will  furnish  additional  means  equal 
to  the  computed  amount  which  can 
be  issued  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year,  being  about  342,618 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,  from  these 
several  sources,  so  much  as  to  make 
the  whole  means  for  the  next  year  24,723,473 
On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures 
for  1841  for  ordinary  purposes,  if  con- 
gress make  no  reduction  in  the  appro- 
priations requested  by  the  different 
departments,  are  estimated  at  19,250,000 

This  would  leave  a balance  in  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  close  of  the  year,  equal  to  5,473,473 

Hut  certain  payments  must  also  be 
made  on  account  of  the  funded  and 
unfunded  debt,  unless  congress  au- 
thorise contracts  to  be  formed  for  ex- 
tending the  time  of  their  payment. 

Thus  there  will  be  required — 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly 

for  the  cities  of  this  District  149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  treasury  notes,  if 
all  the  others  be  issued,  which  can 
be  under  the  present  law,  as  then  the 
amount  returned  within  A.  D.  1841 
vyill  probably  not  exceed  4,500,000 

$4,649,200 


Estimated  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  next  year,  after  all  pay- 
ments whatsoever  $824,273 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  whole  of  these 
charges,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  should  be 
required  to  be  extinguished  in  1841,  the  estimated 
means  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  but  may 
not,  besides,  leave  so  large  a balance  in  the  treasu- 
ry as  is  convenient  and  useful.  The  best  mode  of 
obviating  any  difficulty  which  might  arise  from  that 
circumstance  will  soon  be  considered  by  itself. 

For  some  further  general  view  of  the  grounds  of 
the  estimate  of  the  expenditures  for  1841,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  advert  a few’  moments  to  the  new  and 
old  appropriations  from  whieh  those  expenditures 
are  to  be  made, 

The  new  ones,  proposed  by  the  different  depart- 
ments for  the  service  of  1841,  amount  to  $16,621,520 
28. 

Viz;  civil,  diplomatic  and  miscella- 
neous, $3,450,740  13 

Military,  7,725,440  94 

Naval,  5,445,339  21 

Besides  these,  eertain  permanent  appropriations 
under  existing  laws  w ill  become  chargeable  on  the 
treasury  during  the  next  year,  in  sums  as  follows: 


For  ordinary  purposes. 

Military,  $S64,000 

For  other  purposes. 

Public  debt,  including  interest  and  first 
instalment  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 149,200 

Redeeming  treasury  notes,  4,500,000 

These  would  make  the  new  charges,  for  ordinary 
purposes,  under  both  new  and  permanent  appropri- 
ations, amount  to  $17,485,520  28.  But,  including 
the  public  debt  and  the  redemption  of  treasury 
notes,  these  charges  would  be  $22,134,720  28. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  aggregate 
of  actual  expenditures  during  1841  has  been  com- 
puted to  be  $1,764,480  higher  than  the  estimated 
amount  of  new  and  permanent  appropriations. — 
This  is  done  not  only  because  some  small  oversights 
have  doubtless  occurred  in  the  latter,  and  unavoida- 
ble omissions,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  notes,  but 
some  new  private  bills,  granting  money,  may  be 
passed  by  congress,  and  a greater  proportion  of  the 
outstanding  appropriations  at  the  end  of  1840 
(though  reduced  as  much  as  three  or  four  millions 
less  than  at  the  end  of  1839)  may  be  expended 
in  1841,  than  will  be  left  unexpended  of  the  new 
charges  imposed.  These  last  two  items  are  usually 
computed  to  equal  each  other.  The  departments 
calculate  that  $6,661,123  of  the  old  appropriations 
will  be  required  to  complete  the  purposes  original- 
ly contemplated  by  them. 

They  propose  only  to  apply  about  $3,748,904  of 
them  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  without 
reappropriation;  and  the  residue,  amounting  to 
$138,878,  it  is  expected  will  go  to  the  surplus  fund. 
They  estimate  the  whole  of  them  at  the  close  of 
the  year  to  be  $10,549,905. 

VI.  A few  more  explanations  of  other  grounds 
for  the  estimate  of  receipts  and  expenditures  forthe 
next  year  may  be  useful. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  estimates  for  both  are 
founded  principally  on  the  existing  laws.  Should 
congress,  therefore,  alter  the  tariff',  so  as  to  increase 
or  reduce  the  duties,  the  expected  amount  of  re- 
ceipts must  of  course  be  varied  in  that  proportion. 

So  it  must  be  if  congress  makes  any  essential 
change  in  respect  to  the  public  lands,  and  either 
passes  a graduation  bill,  and  creates  new  land  dis- 
tricts which  surveys  are  ready  for  large  sales,  as 
this  would  increase  the  immediate  receipts,  or  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  should  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  among  the  states,  as  that  would  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the 
general  government,  and  render  a resort  to  new 
taxation,  an  increased  tariff',  or  a loan,  indispensa- 
ble, to  the  extent  of  the  distribution. 

The  estimates  of  the  receipts  from  customs  have 
been  lessened  somewhat,  because  the  importation 
of  certain  articles  paying  a duty,  will,  in  1841,  be 
partially  postponed  in  1842,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  reduction  in  the  tariff' on  them  which  w’ill  take 
place  in  the  latter  year  under  the  existing  laws. 

So  have  they  been  on  account  of  the  greater  pro- 
portionate bounties  and  drawbacks  which  are  now 
returned  on  sereral  articles,  and  some  beneficial 
operation  anticipated  from  the  independent  treasu- 
ry in  checking  speculation. 

On  the  contrary,  the  revulsions  in  business  which 
have  occurred  since  the  middle  of  1839,  and  deeply 
affected  the  revenue  of  some  other  countries  as  well 
as  our  own,  and  the  protracted  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  many  of  the  banks,  which  has  conti- 
nued over  a large  part  of  the  United  States  since 
October  in  that  year,  will  probably  terminate  soon, 
by  the  salutary  reaction  of  great  commercial  prin- 
ciples; and  that  event  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
considerable  increase  of  imports  and  duties.  The 
amount  of  the  iatter,  therefore,  has  been  estimated 
higher  that  the  actual  receipts  in  the  present  year, 
but  not  so  high  as  they  were  in  1839  by  about  two 
millions,  nor  so  high  as  many  anticipate  they  will 
be.  But  if  the  banks  do  not  speedily  resume,  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  the  estimate  will  prove  larger  in- 
stead of  smaller,  than  events  will  verify. 

The  revenue  from  lands  must  continue  to  be 
lower  under  the  present  laws  than  might  otherwise 
be  expected  because  that  portion  of  the  vast  sales 
in  1835  and  1836  which  were  made  to  speculators, 
must  for  some  years  longer  come  into  the  market 
in  competition  with  the  government;  and  the  emi- 
gration to  Texas,  as  well  as  the  continuance  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  over 
much  of  the  west  and  southwest,  is  likely  to  operate 
injuriously  somewhat  longer,  though  probably  with 
a force  much  diminished. 

In  respect  to  the  estimates  for  expenditures,  it 
need  only  be  observed  here,  that  any  considerable 
addition  made  by  congress  to  the  new’  appropria- 
tions called  for,  would  require  a provision  of  further 
means  to  meet  them,  corresponding  in  amount;  and 
any  diminution  in  those  appropriations  would  also 


reduce,  in  a similar  manner,  the  amount  of  means 
otherwise  necessary. 

VII.  It  is  proper  to  advert  next  to  the  best  mode 
of  advoiding  any  inequality  between  the  anticipat- 
ed receipts  and  expenditures,  either  in  1841  or 
1842. 

It  has  already  been  shewn  that  the  whole  amount 
of  receipts  in  1841  w ill  probably  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  all  ordinary  expenditures,  and  those  parts 
of  the  outstanding  debt,  funded  or  unfunded,  which 
may  become  due.  But  the  preservation  of  a suit- 
able balance  in  the  treasury  may  require  more 
than  will  probably  be  left  alter  satisfying  otherpur- 
poses.  The  raising  of  any  sum  for  that  object  in 
1841,  could,  however,  be  obviated  by  authorising  a 
contract  to  be  made,  und-  r proper  restrictions,  ex- 
tending the  period  of  payment  for  a portion  of  the 
temporary  liabilities  falling  due  in  that  year.  Yet, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  the  best  mode  of 
providing  for  this  case  would  be,  without  either  an 
extension  of  this  kind,  or  a loan,  or  a further  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  or  a change  in  the  tariff';  but 
merely  by  lessening  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1841  below  the  estimates,  or  passing  such 
declaratory  clauses  as  to  the  present  tariff',  and  such 
acts  as  to  the  public  lands,  as  have  heretofore  been 
urged  on  the  consideration  of  congress. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  some  further  diminu- 
tion in  our  expenditures,  and  the  general  items  in 
which  the  reduction  is  considered  most  compatible 
with  the  public  interests,  were  so  fully  exhibited  in 
the  last  two  annual  reports  a3  to  render  a repetition 
of  them  unnecessary. 

It  was  then  believed  that  the  laws  could  be  alter- 
ed so  as  to  admit  of  safely  curtailing  the  appropri- 
ations at  once,  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  expendi- 
tures need  not  exceed,  in  the  aggregate,  seventeen 
or  eighteen  millions  yearly.  After  more  of  the  pen- 
sions terminate,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  is 
completed,  they  could  be  beneficially  contracted  to 
even  less  than  that  amount.  Such  a reduction  as  i3 
first  adverted  to,  seems,  therefore,  proper  to  be 
adopted  now,  since  it  could  be  effected  without  the 
probability  of  injury  to  any  useful  national  esta- 
blishments, would  promote  public  frugality,  and 
supersede  the  necessity  either  of  higher  tariff's,  di- 
rect taxes,  or  permanent  debts. 

If  that  be  not  done,  the  secondary  measures  be- 
fore suggested,  such  as  a declaratory  act  to  enforce 
the  present  tariff,  a suitable  modification  of  the 
drawbacks  and  bounties;  and  the  passage  of  bills 
graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  as  well  as  cre- 
ating some  new’  districts  for  the  sale  of  them,  would 
be  likely,  if  taking  effect  early,  to  yield  a suitable 
supply  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

It  w ill  be  observed,  however,  that  though,  under 
either  ol  these  arrangements,  enough  might  be  ob- 
tained within  the  whole  of  1841  forthe  objects  con- 
templated, yet  not  a due  or  sufficient  proportion  in 
the  first  quarter;  because  by  that  time  all  the  mea- 
sures are  not  likely  to  go  into  full  operation,  nor 
much  of  the  anticipated  increase  to  happen  in  the 
actual  receipts  of  duties  under  existing  laws.  Un- 
usually heavy  expenses  w ill  also  fall  on  that  quarter 
in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a full  portion  of 
most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole  pension 
payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  one- 
third  of  a million,  or  more,  for  all  the  annual  fishing 
bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most  of  the 
charges  for  the  whole  year  connected  with  the  ses- 
sion of  congress  and  private  bills,  as  well  as  large 
payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the  first  in- 
stalment of  the  debt  of  this  District;  several  of  them 
as  early  even  as  the  first  day  of  January. 

From  these  circumstances,  and  the  considera- 
tions that  all  which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  not 
be  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  treasury, 
under  the  policy  adopted  by  congress  of  late  years, 
will  of  necessity  be  small,  while  the  flue-nations 
and  inequalities  are  very  great  between  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  different  portions  of  the  year, 
to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed  from  causes 
that  have  on  former  occasions  been  explained  at 
length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire  safety  requires 
a conditional  power  to  be  seasonably  conferred  on 
the  executive  to  obtain  at  any  time  within  1841 
such  subsidiary  means  as  may  be  needed  for  a few 
months,  and  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  trea- 
sury punctually  to  discharge,  during  that  year,  all 
the  liabilities  imposed  by  congress. 

There  is  another  contingency  under  the  exlstin 
laws,  as  to  duties,  which  requires  attention,  with 
view  to  be  properly  prepared  for  it;  though  legisla- 
tion concerning  the  subject  is  not  necessary  so  ear- 
ly as  in  the  other  case,  because  the  event  on  which 
it  depends  cannot  actually  happf  n till  the  year  1S42. 

Thus  the  progressive  reduction  of  the  present  ta- 
riff, which  has  been  going  on  since  1833,  will,  after 
December,  1841,  take  effect  to  a much  larger  ex- 
tent than  hereto  (ore.  Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
half  ot  dollars  will  then  be  deducted  at  once, 
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On  Ihe  1st  of  July  afterwards,  at  least  two  mil- 
lions and  a half  more  of  duties  will  be  removed; 
making  an  aggregate,  in  six  months,  of  quite  five 
millions.  If  the  imports  then  should  not  differ 
much  from  those  in  1833,  this  would  leave  an  in- 
come from  them,  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or 
eleven  millions  of  dollars  yearly.  It  will  therefore 
be  necessary  to  make  corresponding  reductions  in 
the  expenditures  of  1842,  or  seasonably  provide 
otherwise,  in  some  permanent  manner,  to  supply 
any  wants  likely  to  happen  from  this  cause. 

Should  congress  conclude  that  such  reduction  in 
the  expenditures  cannot  properly  be  made,  and  that 
the  imports  for  1842  will  not  increase  beyond  those 
in  1838,  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  would,  in 
those  events,  probably  differ  but  little  from  five 
millions.  Such  a deficiency  would,  under  these 
circumstances,  be  likely  to  become  permanent,  and 
may  be  considered  the  first  of  that  character  which 
will  occur  under  the  tariff  act  of  1.333. 

The  idea  that  such  a deficiency  in  lime  of  peace 
ought  to  be  supplied  by  issue  of  treasury  notes,  or 
by  a loan,  has  never  been  entertained  by  the  under- 
signed. Nor  can  it  be  countenanced  by  any  sound 
principles  either  of  finance  or  political  economy. 
The  inquiry  then  recurs,  what  other  mode  would  be 
more  eligible?  When  we  possessed  an  extraordina- 
ry surplus,  it  was  considered  prudent  by  congress 
to  make  deposites  with  the  states,  with  a view  to 
be  returned  in  an  exigency,  rather  than  to  invest  a 
portion  of  it  safely  and  productively,  so  as  to  be 
realized  in  such  an  event.  It  would  therefore  be 
consistent  with  that  arrangement  to  recall,  in  1842, 
such  part  of  the  surplus  as  may  be  then  needed. 

That  course,  however,  appears  not  very  likely  to 
be  adopted,  since  the  former  power  given  to  this 
department  to  recall  these  deposites  has  been  taken 
away  by  congress. 

Another  practicable  mode  would  be  to  resort  to 
direct  taxes.  But  this  is  so  unsuited  to  the  gene- 
ral habits,  and  so  uncongenial  to  the  opinions  of 
most  of  our  population,  that  its  adoption  is  not  to 
be  anticipated.  Some  other  permanent  resource 
must  then  be  looked  to.  The  choice  will  probably 
rest  between  the  large  reduction  of  expenditures, 
with  the  other  accompanying  measures  before  spe- 
cified, and  some  extensive  modification  of  the 
present  tariff.  Explanations  have  heretofore  been 
given  by  the  undersigned  in  favor  of  the  former 
course;  and  it  would  probably  prove  sufficient  to 
meet  the  emergency,  if  the  reduction  be  pushed 
vigorously,  and  especially  if  the  imports  after  1841 
shall  exceed  those  in  1S3S  which  is  regarded  as 
probable. 

But  congress  may  not  coincide  with  him  in 
opinion  on  these  points,  and,  for  covering  the  contin- 
gency, may  consider  the  adoption  of  some  perma- 
nent change  in  the  tariff  as  preferable,  and  as  not 
too  early  at  the  present  session,  to  give  full  notice 
of  its  character,  before  going  into  operation,  in  order 
that  different  interests  most  affected  by  it  shall  have 
time  to  become  gradually  adjusted  to  its  provisions. 

In  that  event,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  un- 
dersigned had  avoided  due  responsibility,  and  a 
timely  discharge  of  duty,  if  he  were  not  prepared 
to  offer  some  views  concerning  the  details,  as  well 
as  general  principles,  which  he  deems  applicable  to 
such  a change.  He  has  therefore  examined  the 
subject,  and  is  ready  to  present  the  result  at  any 
moment  if  either  house  of  congress  shall  express  a 
wish  to  that  effect.  But  he  refrains  from  submit- 
ting them  without  a special  request,  because  some 
doubt  exists,  under  circumstances  which  can  be 
properly  appreciated,  as  to  the  delicacy  of  his  dis- 
cussing a measure  at  this  time,  which  the  legis- 
lature may  not  consider  it  necessary  to  act  on  till  a 
new  congress  assembles. 

VIII.  The  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money 
recently  established  by  congress,  has  thus  far  an- 
swered the  expectations  of  this  department. 

The  numerous  labors,  perplexities  and  delays  of 
putting  a new  system  into  operation,  have  been 
mostly  overcome,  and  no  losses  whatever  are  known 
to  have  occurred  under  it. 

Some  of  the  provisions  in  the  law  are  deemed  ob- 
jectionable in  ttieir  details,  and  are  respectfully  re- 
commended to  congress  for  revision.  But  they  are 
not  supposed  to  affect  in  the  slightest  degree  any 
principle  involved  in  the  measure. 

Thus,  the  ordinary  clerks  authorised  are  numer 
ous  enough,  yet  a principal  one  is  needed  at  New 
York  city,  with  such  compensation  as  is  usual  at  a 
place  of  so  large  and  important  business. 

On  full  inquiry,  it  has  been  found  also  that  no 
site  could  probably  be  purchased  for  the  erection  of 
an  office  at  St.  Louis,  which  would  be  more  suita- 
ble than  a lot  now  owned  by  the  United  States;  and 
it  may  be,  under  a further  examination  which  is  in 
progress,  that  no  new  building  could  be  erected  on 
that  site,  which  would  prove  more  economical  and 
convenient,  than  one  which  can  be  purchased  al- 


ready erected.  A suitable  change  in  the  appropria- 
tion on  that  subject  is  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mended. 

A provision  is  needed  likewise  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies, from  any  cause  whatever,  in  the  offices  of  re- 
ceivers general  and  treasurers.  One  has  formerly 
been  asked  in  relation  to  collectors  of  the  customs, 
in  case  of  removals  and  expirations  of  the  terms  of 
office,  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties.  This  might  properly  be  adopted  as 
to  them,  and  extended  to  receivers  general  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  the  mint 
and  its  branches,  in  all  instances  whatever  of  va- 
vancy  or  temporary  inability  of  the  principal. — 
Perhaps  the  least  objectionable  mode  to  effect  this 
object  would  be,  to  direct  that  the  chief  clerk  of  all 
these  officers  should,  in  such  cases,  and  where  no 
other  legal  provisions  now  exists,  be  authorised  and 
required  to  discharge  these  duties,  at  the  risk  and 
under  the  responsibility  of  the  principal  and  his  se- 
curities, till  the  vacancy  is  filled,  or  the  disability 
removed. 

In  consequence  of  some  defects  in  the  phraseolo- 
gy of  the  penal  parts  of  the  act,  a new  clause  ex- 
tending them  to  all  disbursingofficers  of  every  cha- 
racter under  the  general  government  would  be  ju- 
dicious. A further  provision  also,  respecting  the 
places  ofdeposite,  by  disbursing  officers,  of  money 
not  in  the  treasury,  but  drawn  out  and  put  into  their 
hands  for  making  payments,  appears  necessary. 

The  keeping  of  such  money  is  now  regulated  by 
the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  and  if  it  is  intended  to 
bring  it  within  the  operation  of  the  late  law  as  to 
money  in  the  treasury,  it  seems  proper  to  do  so  by 
an  explicit  enactment. 

The  section  requiring  disbursing  officers  to  sell 
their  drafts  for  specie  alone,  though  certain  propor- 
tions of  paper  are  allowed  to  be  received  for  all 
public  dues,  appears  not  to  be  in  symmetry  with 
those  other  provisions.  The  general  influence  of 
the  present  system  is  believed  to  have  been  thus  far 
salutary.  The  true  standard  of  value  has  been  ren- 
dered more  familiar,  confidence  has  been  increased  in 
its  stability,  prices  have  gradually  risen,  business  im- 
proved, and  exchanges  altered  greatly  for  the  better. 

If  something  has  been  or  may  be  lost  in  conveni- 
ence, (which  is  not  unlikely),  by  the  increasing 
disuse  of  a paper  currency  for  public  payments, 
much  more  will  probably  be  gained  by  the  circum- 
stances before  enumerated, as  well  as  by  the  greater 
security  in  the  use  of  specie,  the  more  stable  value 
imparted  by  the  present  system  to  property  and  la- 
bor, and  the  strong  check  established  by  it,  not  only 
against  defalcations,  but  against  bank  expansions, 
excessive  speculations  and  commercial  fluctuation. 

Even  any  inconvenience  attending  this  change  in 
the  currency  used,  if  found  particularly  embarrass- 
ing can  be  overcome  hereafter,  and  the  system  still 
maintained,  should  congress  feel  disposed  to  adopt 
the  measure  which  was  suggested  for  that  purpose 
by  the  undersigned  in  September,  1837. 

Such  a measure  would  often  furnish  every  advan- 
tage of  a circulating  medium,  easy  of  transportation, 
ol  the  highest  possible  credit,  and  at  the  same  time 
requiring  an  equal  amount  of  specie  to  be  employ- 
ed, (though  in  deposite),  and  without  subjecting 
any  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  government  to  that 
legal  dependence  on  corporations  for  their  manage- 
ment, which  is  so  objectionable  in  many  respects, 
as  never  to  have  been  attempted  in  the  management 
of  any  of  its  other  affairs,  civil  or  military. 

The  topics  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the 
union:  the  state  of  the  currency;  the  proper  places 
of  deposite  for  the  public  funds  and  other  matters 
immediately  connected  with  them  have  engrossed  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  annual  reports  from  this 
department  for  several  years. 

But  the  keeping  of  the  money  in  the  treasury  be- 
ing now  separated  from  the  banks,  and  the  kind  of 
money  to  be  received  and  paid  out  fixed  by  new  le- 
gal provisions,  it  is  not  considered  material  at  this 
time  further  to  discuss  these  matters,  than  to  sub- 
mit the  general  remarks  which  will  be  found  at  the 
close  of  this  communication. 

IX.  Some  miscellaneous  topics  connected  with 
the  finances  deserve  a brief  notice. 

The  various  measures  heretofore  recommended 
to  congress  by  the  undersigned,  and  which  have  not 
yet  been  finally  acted  on,  are  again  respectfully  re- 
called to  its  attention. 

Without  recapitulating  them,  it  will  be  found,  on 
a reference  to  former  reports,  that  many  of  the  sub 
jects  possess  much  importance  in  a fiscal  view,  and 
every  year’s  experience  has  strengthened  the  con- 
viction of  the  usefulness  of  early  action  upon  them. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  since  the  last 
session,  the  Neapolitan  government,  under  its  treaty 
of  indemnity,  has  paid  promptly  another  instalment, 
which  this  department  has  been  enabled  to  have  re- 
mitted home  early,  and  distributed  among  the  claim- 
ants. 


The  situation  of  the  general  land  office  and  its 
operations  within  Ihe  year,  will  be  submitted  se- 
parately in  a few  days. 

Six  old  land  districts  have  been  recently  discon- 
tinued, under  the  act  of  June  12,  1840.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  some  others  might  economically  and 
usefully  be  abolished  by  congress,  though  not  com- 
ing within  the  provisions  of  that  law.  Such  is  the 
office  at  Greensbuig,  Louisiana.  One  district  in 
Indiana,  including  the  capital  of  the  state,  is 
thought,  from  its  peculiar  position,  require  special 
legislation  to  exempt  it  from  the  operation  of  the 
late  act. 

1 his  occasion  is  taken,  also,  to  renew  the  recom- 
mendations, before  presented  by  this  department  to 
congress  and  the  appropriate  committees,  for  the 
discontinuance  of  certain  officers  now  employed  in 
the  collection  of  duties,  whose  further  services,  it 
has  been  believed,  could  be  safely'  di-pensed  with, 
in  consequence  of  the  reduction  in  business  of  late 
y’ears  at  the  different  places  where  they  are  station- 
ed. They  include  some  collectors  and  naval  offi- 
cers, and  several  surveyors,  amounting  in  all  to 
eighteen,  but  whose  offices  cannot  be  abolished 
without  new  legislation. 

All  the  subordinate  custom  house  officers,  which 
it  is  competent  for  (his  department,  without  such 
legislation,  to  dispense  with,  and  whose  situations 
was  in  other  respects  similar,  have  already  been 
discontinued  including  within  two  years,  more  than 
fifty  officers,  and,  besides  those,  five  vessels  and 
boats,  with  nearly  one  hundred  men,  in  the  cutter 
service.  In  about  forty  other  cases,  the  compensa- 
tion of  officers  and  light  house  keepers  has  been  re- 
duced. 

X.  In  closing  this  last  annual  report  of  the  under- 
signed, it  may  be  expected  that  he  would  advert, 
for  a moment,  to  .the  general  character  of  some  of 
our  financial  operations  during  the  period  of  his 
connection  with  the  treasury  department. 

Though  employed  in  different  executive  offices 
nearly  ten  years,  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
treasury  only  from  six  to  seven  of  them. 

During  this  term  there  has  occurred  much  to 
evince  the  great  fiscal  power,  as  well  as  prosperity 
of  the  union.  Some  reverses  have,  at  times,  over- 
taken the  rashness  displayed  by  parts  of  the  com- 
munity in  certain  branches  of  business,  and  have 
extended  their  adverse  influences  to  the  revenue 
dependent  upon  them.  But  the  period  and  the 
country,  as  a whole,  have  been  almost  unexampled 
in  prosperous  developments. 

Tlius,  in  respect  to  our  receipts.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  unusual  revulsions  in  imports  on  two  oc- 
casions, so  sensiby  lessening  the  revenue;  notwith- 
standing any  losses  sustained  in  those  crisis,  by 
the  government,  through  officers,  banks  or  mer- 
chants; and  notwithstanding  the  biennial  reduction 
in  the  duties,  which  has  bv  law  been  constantly 
going  on,  as  well  as  the  remission  of  several  mil- 
lions to  rail  road  corporations,  and  under  new  judi- 
cial constructions;  yet  our  condition  has  been  so 
flourishing,  as  to  yield  a revenue  during  that  time 
sufficient,  after  all  those  deductions,  to  accomplish 
the  following  important  results.  It  has  enabled  the 
treasury  to  meet  the  current  expenditures  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  ones  by 
Indian  wars,  treaties,  and  other  costly  measures, 
and,  without  imposing  any  new  taxes,  or  higher 
tariff,  and  without  any  new  funded  debt  whatever, 
but  extingushing  considerable  remains  of  the  old 
one,  and  paying  the  interest  on  that  assumed  for 
this  District,  to  save  the  unprecedented  surplus  of 
more  than  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  and 
deposite  the  same  with  the  states  for  safe  keeping 
till  needed  by  the  general  government. 

The  only  permanent  aid  in  effecting  this,  beyond 
the  receipts  from  ordinary  sources,  has  been  the 
debt  due  from  the  U.  States  bank,  of  about  eight 
millions,  and  the  treasury  notes  now  outstanding, 
equal  to  nearly  four  and  a half  millions.  But  dur- 
ing that  period,  a smn  not  far  from  the  first  amount 
has  been  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  old  funded  debt;  so  that,  towards 
the  payment  of  all  other  expenses,  only  between 
four  and  five  millions,  beyond  what  was  temporary, 
and  what  has  already  been  refunded  or  adjusted, 
have  been  received  from  any  extraneous  source 
whatever. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  current  revenue, 
notwithstanding  all  reductions,  has  been  adequate 
to  defray  both  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  de- 
mands, and,  after  faking  from  what  is  deposited 
with  the  states,  sufficient  to  extinguish  every  kind 
of  indebtedness  created  on  account  of  the  general 
government  during  the  same  period,  to  leave  on 
hand  the  large  balance  of  nearly  twenty-four  mil- 
lions. 

It  is  true  that  the  available  sums  in  the  treasury 
at  the  commencement  and  the  close  of  the  period 
in  question  will  probably  prove  different  in  amount; 
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but  if  made  equal,  a surplus  would  still  be  left, 
■which  is  likely  to  exceed  seventeen  or  eighteen 
millions  of  dollars. 

Besides  this  recorded  evidence  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  and  the  fiscal  ability  of  the  general 
government  in  those  years,  it  is  gratifying,  amidst 
many  misapprehensions  concerning  the  subject,  to 
reflect  on  another  circumstance  connected  with  our 
financial  operations,  w hich  has  also  become  matter 
of  history.  It  is  this:  Though  destitute  of  the  aid 
of  a United  States  bank  as  a fiscal  agent  during 
that  period,  and  baffled  by  various  unremedied  im- 
perfections in  the  laws  connected  with  the  finances, 
as  well  as  embarrassed  by  two  suspensions  of 
specie  payments  by  many  of  the  state  banks — one 
still  continuing;  yet  the  treasury  has  been  able  to 
make  its  vast  collections,  transfers  and  payments, 
with  promptitude,  and  ir.  most  cases  with  specie 
or  its  equivalent. 

Some  correct  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the 
extent  and  difficulty  of  these  operations,  when  it 
is  recollected  that  the  whole  sums  which  have  thus 
been  collected,  without  deducting  fractions,  added 
to  those  sums  which  have  been  paid  over  chiefly 
by  another  class  of  officers,  have  exceeded  the  ex- 
traordinary aggregate  of  $;360,000,000,  and  been 
dispersed  over  a territory  of  nearly  two  million 
square  miles  in  extent.  It  is,  moreover,  ascertain- 
ed that  the  whole  losses  within  the  same  time  by 
defaults,  large  and  small,  and  in  all  kinds  of  offices, 
will  probably  not  equal  half  of  one  per  cent,  on 
that  amount;  and  however  official  delinquencies 
may,  in  some  cases,  have  inevitably  been  aggravat- 
ed by  the  unprecedented  speculations  of  the  times, 
and  by  great  revulsions  and  failures  among  banks 
and  individuals,  those  losses  will  not  be  one-fourth 
so  large,  in  proportion  to  the  amounts,  collected 
and  paid,  as  in  some  previous  terms,  when  the  sys- 
tem under  a United  States  bank  was  in  full  opera- 
tion. 

A few  words  may  be  proper  as  to  the  expendi- 
tures during  the  same  period.  Though  they  were 
of  necessity  augmented  by  some  of  the  circum- 
stances before  mentioned,  two  Indian  treaties  only, 
out  of  a large  number,  having  already  involved  us 
in  the  expense  of  nearly  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars;  yet  the  aggregate  of  all  has  been  much  re- 
duced since  the  influences  of  those  causes  and  the 
impulses  of  an  overflowing  treasury  have  diminish- 
ed. The  expenditures  have  fallen  yearly  since 
1837,  till  they  are  now  only  twenty-two  and  a half 
millions  independent  of  any  debt  and  trusts,  and  are 
supposed  to  be  in  progress  to  a still  lower  amount. 

The  undersigned  has  earnestly  urged  a more  ra- 
pid reduction.  He  has  considered  the  great  safe- 
guard against  a two  splendid  central  government, 
which  would  constantly  threaten  to  overshadow  all 
state  independence,  and  attract  the  ambition  of 
most  of  the  friends  of  state  rights  from  humbler 
paths  of  frugality  and  principle  into  the  dazzling 
vortex  of  higher  patronage,  honors  and  emolu- 
ments. While  the  stimulants  to  excesses  shall  con- 
tinue to  lessen,  nothing  will  be  necessary  to  insure 
the  further  success  ot  an  economical  policy,  but 
perseverance  in  retrenchments,  wherever  they  are 
practicable  without  injury  to  the  public  interests. 
The  removals  of  Indians  being  mostly  finished,  and 
the  chief  causes  of  frontier  wars  extingushed,  un- 
less new  objects  of  expenditure  be  selected,  or  a 
great  enlargement  given  to  some  already  existing, 
the  whole  amount  must,  of  necessity,  contract 
hereafter  very  rapidly.  The  same  result  will  be 
further  promoted  by  the  deaths  of  pensioners,  in- 
creasing through  advanced  age,  and  the  comple- 
tion of  many  public  works,  as  well  as  by  persisting 
in  a firm  policy  to  avoid  the  wasteful  expense  of 
unnecessary  foreign  collisions,  and  to  refrain  from 
those  lavish  expenditures  for  certain  domestic  ob- 
jects, over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  general  go- 
vernment is  often  questionable,  and  which  always 
open  the  widest  door  to  extravagance,  favoritism 
and  corruption. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  to  the  public  service, 
as  well  as  to  the  security  of  private  business,  dur- 
ing a part  of  the  above  period,  has  consisted  in  the 
fluctuations  to  which  both  have  been  subjected. 

With  only  a single  year  intervening,  and  without 
any  material  change  in  the  tariff,  or  any  whatever 
jn  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  we  have  seen  the 
revenue  from  ordinary  sources  suddenly  vary  from 
nearly  fifty  millions  annually  to  eighteen;  and,  on 
tw'o  occasions  since,  vibrate  to  the  extraordinary 
extent  of  yearly  eight  and  eleven  millions. 

The  tiansactions  of  individuals  upon  which  our 
revenue  depends,  must,  of  course,  have  undergone 
an  unusual  change  at  the  same  time. 

The  imports  fell  within  two  years,  in  the  case 
first  referred  to,  from  near  one  hundred  and  ninety 
millions  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen;  and  in  the 
single  year  just  passed,  fell  almost  sixty  millions. 
Such  inflations  and  contractions  must  be  destruc- 


tive of  all  confidence  in  calculations  for  the  future, 
w hile  the  causes  of  them  shall  continue  to  operate 
unremedied. 

What  were  those  causes? 

They  will  be  found  to  have  been  chiefly  connect- 
ed with  the  abuses  of  banking.  On  the  occasion 
first  referred  to,  they  were  the  superabundance  of  a 
fictitious  medium  of  circulation,  with  the  attendant 
overtrading  and  speculations  in  1836,  and  the  con- 
sequent suspensions  of  specie  payments  in  1837,  as 
well  as  the  disasters  and  scarcity  of  any  medium 
till  the  latter  part  of  A.  D.  1838.  Then  another 
expansion  commenced,  extending  into  1S39,  and 
accompanied  by  another  increase  in  imports  of 
nearly  fifty  millions,  which  ended  again  in  the  con- 
tractions by  banks,  suspensions  and  commercial 
reverses,  which  have  suddenly  reduced  the  imports 
of  1340  more  than  one-third,  and  in  many  places 
augmented  seriously  the  embarrassments  before 
existing  from  similar  vacillations  in  the  paper  cur- 
rency. 

How  far  some  imprudences  abroad,  at  the  same 
time,  similar  to  these,  though  in  a country  enjoying 
any  advantages  which  can  result  from  a national 
bank,  may  have  augmented  the  evils  here,  by  means 
of  the  intimate  moneyed  relations  between  us,  need 
not  now  be  discussed,  though  probably  their  influ- 
ences was  large  and  unfavorable. 

The  causes  first  named  were,  likewise,  in  full 
operation  here  in  1816  and  1817,  and  were  suceed- 
ed  by  many  of  the  same  deplorable  consequences 
in  1819  and  1820.  One  followed  the  other  as  in- 
evitably as  the  ebb  of  the  tide  succeeds  its  flood. 

The  great  principles  of  trade  can  never  be  long 
violated  with  impunity;  and  any  fictitious  or  un- 
natural excess  of  credit  soon  ends  in  revulsions,  as 
the  essence  of  legitimate  commerce  consists  in  an 
exchange  of  values  lor  each  other,  or  of  values  for 
what  truly  represents  values,  and  can  be  readily 
converted  into  them. 

All  business  otherwise  becomes  a mere  game  of 
hazard;  speculation  must  enter  into  every  affair  of 
life;  riches  and  poverty  will  be  dependent  on  the 
merest  bubbles;  prices  will  change  oftener  than  the 
wind,  regularity  in  receipts  and  expenditures  be 
impossible;  estimates  for  the  future,  whether  in 
public  or  private  matters,  become  mere  conjectures; 
tariff  require  yearly  alteration  to  meet  the  fluctua- 
tions of  business;  and  the  community  be  kept  under 
the  constant  excitement  and  depression  of  the  hot 
'and  cold  fits  of  a violent  fever. 

The  first  remedy  sought  in  1816  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank,  was  supposed,  during  a 
few  ensuing  years,  to  have  aggiavatcd  those  evils; 
and  the  next  remedy,  adopled  in  1824  by  a high 
tariff,  did  not  prevent  the  low  prices  and  bankrupt- 
cies of  1S25,  which  covered  the  country  with  wrecks 
and  ruin. 

Undoubtedly,  the  best  relief  on  such  occasions  is 
to  be  found  in  removing  the  cause  of  the  disease. 
So  far  as  regards  the  general  government,  this  was 
attempted  in  1837,  and  since,  by  gradually  with- 
drawing from  the  use  of  banks  and  their  paper  in 
its  fiscal  operations,  so  as  neither  to  stimulate  nor 
contract  their  issues  byr  other  influences  than  ordi- 
nary business;  and  by  urging  on  those,  who  might 
find  their  employment  sometimes  useful,  a closer 
regard  in  doing  it,  to  the  safe  and  sober  influences 
of  the  universal  laws  of  trade,  as  well  as  an  inflexi- 
ble adherence  to  the  constitutional  standard  ol 
value. 

While  the  general  government  shall  continue  to 
pursue  such  a course,  it  will  mitigate  and  check  the 
evils  which  others  produce,  and  which  they  alone, 
under  the  limitations  in  the  constitution,  are  able 
entirely  to  remove.  At  all  events,  it  will  faithfully 
perform  a momentous  duty,  and  exhibit  a useful  ex- 
ample for  imitation. 

In  a period  of  peace  and  comparative  exemption 
from  public  debt,  as  well  as  from  serious  difficulty 
in  financial  operations,  it  w ould  hardly  seem  proper 
to  attempt  more  by  assumptions  of  doubtful  powers, 
and  by  forced  constructions  in  favor  of  measures  by 
no  means  certain,  if  adopted,  not  to  aggravate  rather 
than  diminish  existing  evils,  and  not  to  produce 
others  of  a character  still  more  dangerous.  Mitch 
less  can  it  be  considered  respectful  either  to  state 
rights  or  the  people,  and  certainly  not  competent, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  to  exercise  such 
powers  by  creating  moneyed  corporations  among 
them,  w hich  many  of  their  number  have  repeatedly 
denounced  as  unconstitutional,  and  the  authority  to 
establish  which  was  originally  refused  rather  than 
confided  to  the  general  government  by  the  people 
and  the  states  that  formed  it.  But  some  other 
powers  expressly  conferred  can,  without  question, 
be  exercised  further  than  has  yet  been  done  by 
congress,  and  in  such  a mariner  as  to  produce  very 
beneficial  consequences  upon  the  currency.  Still, 
it  is  hoped  they  will  never  be  (rushed  so  as  to  tres- 
pass on  ground  really  doubtful  under  the  constitu- 


tion, and  prevent  the  states  from  continuing  to  ex- 
ercise all  the  legitimate  authority  they  now  possess 
as  to  banks  and  debts,  however  much  it  may  be  re- 
gretted that  public  opinion  has  not  yet  run  with  more 
strength  against  the  abuses  ol  both,  and  led  to  their 
prompt  correction.  It  is  not  proposed  at  this  time 
to  go  into  the  consideration  of  farther  details  on 
these  points.  But  the  danger  to  be  guarded  against 
now,  seems  to  be  rather  of  an  opposite  character 
from  that  of  overaction  by  the  general  government 
in  the  exercise  of  its  express  powers.  On  the  con- 
trary, apprehensions  exist  that  it  may  not  continue 
firm  in  the  support  of  all  which  has  already  been 
accomplished  in  connection  with  the  currency.  If 
it  should  not,  and  should  thus  not  aid  to  correct  in 
any  degree  the  rashness  of  many  to  force  something 
like  a formidable  steam  power  into  all  kinds  of  bu- 
siness, without  due  guards  to  prevent  constant  and 
fatal  explosions,  myriads  of  individuals,  as  well  as 
some  corporations  and  states,  aie  likely  to  be  over- 
whelmed in  still  wider  ruin,  and  will  ere  long  pro- 
bably look  to  no  escape  except  the  application  of 
the  sponge  of  a general  bankrupt  law  to  all  private 
liabilities,  and  the  unconstitutional  assumption  of 
the  public  ones  by  the  general  government,  so  as  to 
tax  oppressively  those  portions  of  the  community 
who  have  any  thing  left  to  pay  for  the  losses  and 
follies  of  the  rest. 

A remedy  which  has  been  adverted  to  by  some, 
and  which  consists  in  the  creation  of  more  credit, 
to  cure  the  mischief  of  an  existing  excess  of  credit, 
or  the  formation  of  larger  banks  with  like  power  of 
abuses,  in  order  to  correct. smaller  ones,  must  usual- 
ly aggravate  the  evil;  and  therefore  where  it  is  free 
Irom  constitutional  objections,  may,  in  point  of  ex- 
pediency alone,  well  be  discountenanced. 

A plan  of  free  banking,  adopled  by  the  states, 
properly  guarded  and  secured  by  provisions  similar 
to  those  recommended  by  the  undersigned  as  long 
as  1836,  with  such  others  as  reflection  and  experi- 
ence may  sanction,  appears  far  preferable.  But, 
independent  of  that,  no  changes  in  the  present  sys- 
tem, as  to  banks,  seem  worthy  of  strenuous  exer- 
tions, except  those  whose  dirpet  object  shall  be  to 
make  safer,  to  restrict,  control  and  regulate  better 
the  institutions  that  already  exist  rather  than  to  in- 
corporate more.  Above  all,  should  public  efforts 
be  directed  to  strengthen  the  certainty  of  prompt 
specie  payments  as  to  all  notes  out,  and  of  a nearer 
approach  to  uniformity  in  the  amount  of  issues  in 
similar  states  of  trade;  and  of  specie  on  hand,  in- 
stead of  multiplying  them  for  speculation  or  cupidi- 
ty, and  thus  keeping  up  a succession  of  expansions 
and  contractions,  which  will  only  inflame  the  ex- 
isting disorders,  and  render  the  continuance  of  great 
fluctuations  i n all  public  as  well  as  private  affairs 
unavoidable,  endless  and  ruinous.  With  much  re- 
spect, LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  treasury. 

To  ike  president  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  S. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 

NAVY. 

Navy  Department , Dec.  5th,  1840. 

Sir:  In  the  performance  of  a duty  annually  de- 
volving on  this  department,  I respectfully  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  remains  the 
same  as  it  was  at  the  date  of  my  last  report,  and 
consists  of  the  Ohio  74,  the  Brandywine  (first  class 
frigate),  and  f he  Cyane  sloop  of  war,  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  commodore  Isaac  Hull.  This 
force  has  been  found  fully  adequate  to  the  protection 
of  our  commerce,  which  has  remained  unmolested 
in  that  quarter. 

The  squndron  on  the  Pacific  station  is  composed 
of  the  frigate  Constitution,  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis 
and  the  schooner  Shark,  under  commodore  Claxton. 
Since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  the  schooner  En- 
terprise, then  on  her  way  home,  and  the  sloops  of 
war  Lexington  and  Falmouth,  which  has  been  di- 
rected to  return,  have  arrived  in  the  United  States, 
and  have  been  replaced  by  the  sloops  Yorktown  and 
Dale,  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  the  Pacific.  The 
squadron,  when  joined  by  these  vessels,  will  consist 
of  a frigate  of  the  first  class,  three  sloops  of  war  and 
a schooner.  Commodore  Claxton  has  been  directed 
to  despatch  the  Yorktown  on  a cruise  to  the  Sand- 
wich and  Society  Islands,  New  Zealand,  the  coast 
of  Japan,  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  the  Ladrones  and 
Marquesas,  for  the  general  protection  of  our  whaling 
interests  and  other  commercial  purposes. 

The  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  under  com- 
modore J.  15.  Nicholson,  at  the  date  of  my  last  re- 
port, was  composed  ol  the  razee  Independence,  and 
the  sloops  of  war  Fairfield  and  Marion.  The  two 
former  have  returned  to  the  United  States,  commo- 
dore Niche  Ison  having  been  relieved  in  the  command 
of  that  station  by  commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely, 
whose  force  now  consists  ot  the  Potomac,  first  class 
frigate,  the  sloops  of  war  Decatur  and  Marion,  and 
the  schooner  Enterprise.  The  difficulties  between 
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tile  Iretjch  government  and  that  of  the  Argentine 
republic  still  subsisting,  and  the  blockade  continuing 
to  be  rigidly  enforced,  it  has  been  thought  expedient 
to  augment  this  force,  and  the  sloop  of  war  Concord 
is  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  that  purpose. 

The  squadron  employed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  West  Indies,  under  commodore  William  B. 
Shubriclc,  at  the  date  of  my  last  paper,  consisted  of 
the  frigate  Macedonian,  and  the  sloops  of  war  On- 
tario, Erie,  Warren  and  Levant.  The  Ontario  has 
been  ordered  to  the  north  for  repairs,  and  the  Erie, 
being  found  unfit  for  service,  has  been  detached  from 
the  squadron.  The  remaining  vessels,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Warren,  were  directed  to  ieave  the 
station  during  the  hurricane  months,  and  proceed  to 
the  north.  Commodore  Shubrick  accordingly  left 
Pensacola  in  July  last,  w ith  the  Macedonian,  Le- 
vant and  Erie,  and  arrived  at  Boston  in  Augusl. — 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  Eastport,  and  on  his  return 
visited  the  principal  ports  on  the  coast  as  far  south 
as  Norfolk,  where,  in  conformity  with  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  department,  he  delivered  the  com- 
mand of  the  West  India  squadron  to  commodore 
Jesse  Wilkinson,  who  had  been  appointed  to  relieve 
him,  and  who  has  proceeded  to  his  station.  The 
command  ot  commodore  Wilkinson  now  consists  of 
the  Macedonian  frigate,  and  the  sloops  of  w ar  Le- 
vant and  Warren,  which  force  is  deemed  sufficient 
for  the  protection  of  our  interests  in  that  quarter  in 
the  present  state  of  tilings. 

The  frigate  Columbia  and  corvette  John  Adams, 
employed  in  a cruise  in  the  Indian  and  China  seas, 
under  commodore  Geo.  C.  Reed,  for  the  protection 
ot  the  commerce  of  the  United  State  in  that  quar- 
ter, have  returned  home.  The  frigate  Constellation 
and  sloop  of  war  Boston,  have  recently  sailed  for 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  they  will  replenish  their  sup- 
plies, and  receive  capt.  Lawrence  Kearney,  now  in 
command  of  the  flag  ship  on  the  Brazilian  station, 
who  will  hoist  his  pendant  on  board  the  Constella- 
tion, as  commander  of  the  East  India  squadron,  and 
proceed  with  that  vessel  and  the  Boston  to  carry  out 
liis  instructions. 

The  exploring  expedition,  as  stated  in  my  last  re- 
port, was  at  Callao,  whence  lieutenant  Wilkes  sailed 
on  the  6th  July,  1839.  Since  that  period,  he  has 
visited  the  Society  Islands,  Navigator’s,  Group,  New 
Zealand,  and  various  detached  Islands,  with  whose 
inhabitants  he  held  the  most  amicable  intercourse, 
and  with  the  ports  and  harbors  of  which  he  made 
himself  particularly  acquainted.  On  the  2(i;h  De- 
cember, 1839,  he  left  the  port  of  Sydney,  in  New 
Zealand,  and  proceeded  to  penerate  the  Atlantic  sea. 
On  the  19th  ot  January  following,  the  Vincennes 
discovered  land  in  latitude  66.2  south,  longitude 
154.27  east,  and  had  soundings  in  thirty  fathoms 
water.  The  same  day  the  Peacock  made  a similar 
discovery  in  latitude  66.31,  longitude  153.40,  and 
obtained  soundings  at  a depth  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  fathoms.  Lieutenant  Wilkes  coasted  along 
this  land,  and  had  sight  of  it  at  various  times  for  a 
distance  of  eighteen  hundred  miles,  and  has  deno- 
minated it  the  Atlantic  continent.  It  is  to  be  re- 
greted,  however,  that  the  vast  masses  of  ice,  with 
which  it  is  everywhere  defended,  prevented  a near- 
er approach  than  fifteen  miles,  and  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  land.  It  is  described  as  presenting  one 
vast  mass  of  snow  and  ice,  apparently  rising  almost 
perpendicularly  from  the  sea,  and  will  probably  for- 
ever baflie  the  etforts  of  man  to  explore  its  interior, 
or  convert  it  to  any  useful  purposes. 

After  repeated  and  persevering  efforts  to  approach 
the  coast  and  effect  a landing,  lieutenant  Wilkes,  his 
officers  and  men,  having  suffered  severely  fiom  in- 
tense cold  and  1 lie  exposures  incidental  to  the  hazar- 
dous enterprise,  returned  to  Sydney  the  11th  of 
March,  1840,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  Peacock 
and  Porpoise,  the  former  of  which  had  been  in  im- 
minent danger  from  coming  in  contact  with  an  island 
of  ice.  Lieut.  Wilkes  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
ol  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  ex- 
pedition. At  the  last  dates,  the  6th  ol  April,  he  was 
at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zealand,  whence  he  was 
shortly  to  proceed  to  carry  out  his  instructions. 

The  steam  frigate  Fulton  has  been  employed  dur- 
ing the  past  season  in  experimenting  with  Paixhan 
guns  and  shot,  under  the  direction  of  captain  Perry; 
and  with  a view  to  afford  as  many  officers  as  possi- 
ble an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
practice  of  gunnery,  as  large  a number  of  supernu- 
meraries have  been  attached  to  her  as  she  could 
accommodate.  The  reports  of  captain  Perry  pre- 
sent very  interesting  results,  and  it  is  contemplated 
to  continue  the  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
monstrating the  relative  advantages  of  the  Paixhan 
guns  and  those  in  ordinary  use,  as  well  as  affording 
a useful  practice  to  our  naval  officers,  by  attaching 
them  in  succession  to  this  vessel. 

The  surveys  on  the  southern  coast  of  the  United 
States,  directed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
have  been  completed  under  the  superintendence  of 


lieutenant  Glynn,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  depart- 
ment will  be  enabled  to  lay  before  congress  either  at 
or  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
complete  charts  of  all  the  ports  and  places  which 
have  been  surveyed. 

The  brig  Consort,  under  the  command  of  lieut. 
Powell,  is  now  occupied  in  surveying  the  coast  from 
the  Bay  of  Apalachicola  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, as  directed  by  the  act  of  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service,  approved  July  20,  1840. 

The  sloop  of  war  Preble,  commander  Breese,  has 
been  employed  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador,  during  the  late  fishing  season,  in  protect- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  American  citizens  en- 
gaged in  the  fisheries.  On  the  termination  of  the 
cruise  she  returned  to  Portland,  whence  she  was  or- 
dered to  Boston  for  examination  previous  to  being 
sent  on  foreign  service. 

The  brig  Dolphin,  lieut.  Bell,  and  the  schooner 
Grampus,  lieutenant  Paine,  have  been  employed  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.  They  returned  at  the  commencement  of  the 
sickly  season,  and  have  since  sailed  in  pursuit  of 
the  same  object.  The  presence  of  these  vessels  on 
the  slave  coast,  during  the  season  in  which  this  dis- 
graceful traffic  is  carried  on,  will  in  all  probability  in 
a great  degree  arrest  its  progress,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  prosecuted  by  the  assumption  of  the  American 
flag,  and  do  much  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  un- 
merited stigma  of  participating  in  a trade  equally  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the 
policy  of  their  government.  From  the  report  of  lieu  ts. 
Bell  and  Paine  it  appears  that  the  traffic  in  slaves  is 
now  carried  on  principally  under  Portuguese  co- 
lors, through  the  medium  of  slave  stations,  as  they 
are  denominated,  established  at  different  points  of 
the  coast,  under  tile  protection  of  the  neighboring  na- 
tive chiefs,  who  furnish  the  slaves  and  receive  in  re- 
turn goods  manufactured  in  England  expressly  for 
this  purpose.  Here  the  slaves  are  collected  until  an 
opportunity  offers  for  the  slaver  to  approach  the  land 
under  cover  of  night,  and  receive  them  on  boad. — 
Both  officers  are  of  opinion  that  so  long  as  these 
stations  are  permitted  to  exist,  and  this  barter  car- 
ried on,  all  attempts  effectually  to  arrest  the  traffic 
in  slaves  will  end  in  adminstering  only  partial  reme- 
dies, which  will  but  aggravate  the  disease.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  number  of  slaves  trans- 
ported from  Africa  is  now  greater  than  it  was  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  measures  for  its  prevention  and 
punishment,  which  it  would  seem  have  served  no 
other  purpose  than  to  excile  the  cupidity  of  unprin- 
cipled adventurers,  by  increasing  the  value  of  slaves, 
and  thus  presenting  temptations  which  overpower 
all  apprehension  of  consequences. 

During  the  past  year  three  small  schooners,  the 
Flirt,  the  Wave  and  the  Otsego,  which  had  been 
previously  procured  and  employed  by  the  war  de- 
partment, under  the  act  making  appropriations  for 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities,  approved  3d  March, 
1839,  having  been  placed  under  the  direction  of  tins 
department,  were  employed  on  the  coast  of  Florida, 
under  lieutenant  McLaughlin.  That  officer  lately 
returned  to  the  north  in  the  Flirt,  bringing  with  him 
the  men  whose  terms  of  service  had  expired,  toge- 
ther with  the  sick  and  disabled  attached  to  the  ex- 
pedition. He  has  since  sailed  with  men  sufficient 
to  complete  the  complement  of  all  his  vessels,  as 
well  as  for  boat  service.  An  additional  number  of 
marines  has  also  been  attached  to  his  command, 
with  a view  tooperations  on  land  against  the  Indians, 
as  well  as  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  prevention  of  the  introduction  of 
supplies  for  the  use  of  the  enemy. 

The  two  steam  frigates  commenced  under  the 
second  section  of  the  act  approved  3d  March,  1839, 
one  at  New  York,  the  other  at  Philadelphia,  have 
been  so  far  completed  that  the  former  will  be  ready 
for  launching  in  a few  days,  and  the  latter  in  the 
ensuing  spring,  as  soon  as  the  Delaware  is  free  from 
ice.  The  engines  and  boilers  are  also  in  a course 
of  speedy  completion,  and  when  finished,  will  be 
placed  on  board,  and  the  vessels  prepared  for  service 
without  delay. 

The  apprentice  system  continues  in  operation;  and 
thus  far,  its  results  are  highly  satisfactory.  The 
conduct  of  the  young  lads  is  generally  exemplary, 
and  such  is  their  rapid  progress  in  the  art  of  sea- 
manship, that  by  the  lime  they  are  of  age  for  sea 
service,  our  commanders  generally  prefer  them  to 
older  seamen.  I take  this  occasion  to  recommend 
that  this  system  be  fostered  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
which  it  is  susceptible,  being  fill ly  of  the  opinion 
that  it  presents  one  great  means  of  partially,  at  least, 
remedying  that  increasing  scarcity  of  competent 
petty  officers  and  able  seamen,  which  greatly  em- 
barrasses the  operations  of  the  navy,  delays  the  sail- 
ing of  our  public  vessels,  and  places  the  defence  of 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States  under 
the  protection  of  crews,  a great  portion  of  which  are 
foreigners. 


This  scarcity  of  seamen  for  the  uses  of  the  navy 
is,  1 apprehend,  owing  to  the  high  wages  they  re- 
ceive in  the  merchant  service,  and  the  comparative- 
ly short  periods  of  their  engagements  in  commercial 
voyages;  to  the  absence  of  an  apprentice  system  in 
the  mercantile  marine;  and  the  discharge  of  seamen 
when  their  term  have  expired  on  foreign  stations, 
where  the  seductions  of  climate  and  the  allurements 
of  pleasure  attach  them  to  the  soil,  and  whence  many 
of  them  never  return,  or  return  so  enervated  as  to 
be  comparatively  unfit  for  active  service.  The  in- 
quiries I have  instituted  result  in  the  fact  that  many 
of  our  seamen  are  now  scattered  among  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific,  and  on  the  coast  of  South  America; 
and  though  directions  have  been  given  to  reclaim 
them  whenever  it  may  be  found  practicable,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  a large  number  are  thus  irre- 
trievably lost  to  their  country.  I have  also  suffi- 
cient reason  to  believe  that  the  modification  of  the 
navy  ration,  which  was  proposed  to  congress,  but 
which  has  not  been  definitely  acted  on,"wouid,  if 
adopted,  contribute  materially  to  attach  our  sea- 
men more  permanently  to  the  service;  and  I take 
this  occasion  earnestly  to  request  that  the  eaily  at- 
tention of  congress  may  be  invited  to  this  subject 
generally,  as  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  well  be- 
ing of  the  navy. 

The  accompanying  report  and  letter  from  Ihe  com- 
missioner of  pensions,  exhibit  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners, the  amount  of  their  pensions,  and  the  means 
now  remaining  at  my  disposal  to  meet  those  which 
may  become  due  the  1st  of  Jan.  and  1st  of  July,  1841. 
From  these  documents  it  will  appear  that  under  the 
operation  of  Ihe  navy  pension  laws,  and  most  especi- 
ally that  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  the  navy  pension 
fund,  which  at  the  period  of  its  passage  amounted 
to  upwards  of  a million  of  dollars,  the  annual  inte- 
rest of  which  was  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands, 
now  consists  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
Cincinnati  five  per  cent,  stock,  greatly  depreciated, 
fourteen  thousand  dollars  of  stock  of  the  bank  ot 
Washington,  in  the  same  situation,  thirty-three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  five  per- 
cent. stock  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  eleven 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars  of  stock  of  the  Union 
bank  of  Georgetown,  the  latter  totally  unsaleable  at 
this  time. 

By  the  same  statement  it  appears  that  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  filly-two  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  will  be 
lequired  in  the  course  of  the  year  1841,  to  meet  de- 
mand arising  out  of  the  present  pension  list,  and  that 
consequently,  either  an  appropriation  of  that  sum, 
during  the  present  session,  must  be  made,  or  the  pen- 
sioners will  remain  unpaid,  and  the  faith  of  the  na- 
tion, which  was  pledged  to  make  good  any  deficiency 
in  this  fund,  remain  unredeemed. 

The  estimates  which  accompany  this  report  have 
been  prepared  with  a due  regard  to  economy  on  one 
hand,  and  the  protection  of  the  honor  and  interest 
of  the  United  States  on  the  other.  The  number  of 
vessels  now  in  commission  is  fully  equal  to  those 
employed  in  preceding,  years,  and  it  is  believed  that 
during  the  past  year,  neither  the  persons  nor  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens  have  any  where  suffered  out- 
rage or  wrong  for  want  of  due  attention  in  affording 
the  means  of  protection  and  redress. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  board  of  navy,  com- 
missioners have  again  presented  an  estimate  for  ad- 
ditional clerks,  which  I am  satisfied  are  indispensa- 
ble to  the  prompt  performance  of  the  duties  of  that 
office,  which  are  daily  increasing,  and  which  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  will  suffer  any  diminution  in 
future.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  10.  Mr.  Mnngum  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  Williun  A.  Graham,  ot  N.  Carolina, 
who,  after  being  duly  qualified,  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sevier  presented  the  credentials  of  William 
S.  Fulton,  senator  elect  from  Arkansas,  from  and 
after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

The  following  senators  appeared  in  their  seats: 
Messrs.  Webster,  Tullmudge,  White,  Calhoun  and 
Roane. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan, 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  commeice,  when  Mr. 
King,  of  Alabama,  having  received  29  out  of  32 
votes,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  body,  as  follows: 

On  foreign  relations. — Messrs.  Buchanan,  (chair- 
man), Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Calhoun,  Roane  and 
Allen. 

On  finance. — Messrs.  Wright,  (chairman),  Web- 
ster, Nicholas,  Benton  and  Hubbard. 
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On  commerce.  Messrs.  King,  (chairman), Davis, 
Norvell,  Haggles  and  Mouton. 

On  manufactures. — Messrs.  Lumpkin,  (chair- 
man), Preston,  Knight,  Buchanan  and  Allen. 

On  agriculture. — Messrs.  Mouton,  (chairman), 
Dixon,  Linn,  Sturgeon  and  Smith  of  Connecticut. 

On  military  affairs. — Messrs.  Benton,  (chair- 
man), Preston,  Wall,  Pierce  and  Nicholas. 

On  the.  militia. — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
(chairman),  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Anderson,  Fulton 
and  Mangum. 

On  naval  affairs. — Messrs.  Williams,  (chair- 
man), Southard,  Cuthbert,  Tallmadgeand  Tappan. 

On  public  lands. — Messrs.  Walker,  (chairman), 
Fulton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Prentiss  and  Norvell. 

On  private  land  claims. — Messrs.  Linn,  (chair- 
man), Sevier,  Clayton,  Mouton  and  Huntington. 

On  Indian  affairs — Messrs.  Sevier,  (chairman), 
Linn,  White,  Phelps  and  Lumpkin. 

Of  claims — Messrs.  Hubbard,  (charman),  Young, 
Merrick,  Williams  and  Huntington. 

On  revolutionary  claims. — Messrs.  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, (chairman),  Sturgeon,  Graham,  Critten- 
den and  Robinson. 

On  the  judiciary. — Messrs.  Wall,  (chairman), 
Clayton,  Anderson,  Crittenden  and  Smith,  of  In. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads. — Messrs.  Ro- 
binson, (chairman),  Lumpkin,  Wright,  Fulton  and 
Henderson. 

On  roads  and  canals. — Messrs.  Young,  (chair- 
man), Phelps,  Henderson,  Mangum  and  Smith,  of 
Indiana. 

On  pensions — Messrs.  Pierce,  (chairman), 
Prentiss,  White,  Roane  and  Huntington. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia , — Messrs.  Merrick, 
(chairman),  Crittenden,  Mangum,  Southard  and 
Clayton. 

On  patents  and  the  patent  office. — Messrs.  Stur- 
geon, (chairman),  Davis,  Prentiss,  Robinson  and 
Porter. 

On  public  buildings. — Messrs.  Fulton,  (chair- 
man), Merrick  and  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

To  audit  and  control  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
senate. — Messrs.  Knight,  (chairman),  Fulton  and 
Porter. 

On  engrossed  bills. — Messrs.  Henderson,  (chair- 
man), Porter  and  Phelps. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  a memorial  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Michigan,  praying  the  enactment  of 
a uniform  bankrupt  law.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary. 

Notice  was  given  by  several  senators  of  their  in- 
tention of  introducing  bills. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  senate 
now  proceed  to  the  election  of  chaplain;  but  the 
motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

December  14.  The  following  senators  appeared 
jr.  their  seats;  Mr.  Southaid,  of  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
Preston,  of  S.  Carolina,  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Tennes- 
eee,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine. 

The  president  pro  tern,  communicated  to  the  se- 
nate communications  from  the  state,  war  and  navy 
departments,  containing  statements  of  the  expeudi 
tines  of  the  contingent  funds  oflhose  departments; 
all  of  which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  printed, 

The  following  memorial  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  from  Origen  Batchelder,  of  New 
York,  praying  ihat  a board  may  be  appointed  (with 
the  concurrence  of  other  nations)  ior  the  settle- 
ment of  all  difficulties  without  recourse  to  arms. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  several  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Also,  from 
the  Howard  institution,  asking  the  aid  of  congress. 

Bv  Mr.  Wright,  from  citizens  of  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, New  Jersey,  praying  the  enactment  of  a uni- 
form bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  While,  from  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New 
Albany  rail  road  company,  asking  a donation  of 
land  to  aid  in  constructing  said  road. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenues,”  ought  to.  be  forthwith 
repealed,  and  that  the  committee  on  finance  be  in- 
structed to  report  a bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Clay  also  submitted  .the  following,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  statements  show- 
ing the  quantity  of  land  reported  by  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  die  25.  h April,  1828,  to  have 
been  unsold  in  their  respective  districts  on  the  30di  day 
of  June,  1523,  after  having  been  offered  at  the  mini- 
mum price  per  acre,  discriminating  between  the  seve- 
ral land  districts,  what  proportion  of  the  land  so  un- 
sold on  that  day  consisted  of  first  rate  land,  and  what 
was  unfit  for  cultivation,  according  to  the  reports  of 
the  said  officers;  what  was  their  estimate  of  tl.e  ave- 
rage value  per  acreot  the  said  unsold  land,  and  what 
part  of  said  land  so  remaining  unsold  on  the  39th 


June,  1S2S,  aforesaid,  has  since  been  sold,  and  at 
what  price,  discriminating  between  the  amounts  sold 
in  each  of  the  districts.  And  the  secretary  is  further 
directed  to  cause  parallel  columns  to  be  prepared,  ex- 
hibiting in  one  connected  view  the  quantity  of  land 
unsold  on  the  day  aforesaid  in  said  district,  the  amount 
since  sold,  the  value  as  assessed  or  estimated  by  the 
land  officers,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  lands  have 
since  actually  sold,  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
land  as  assessed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
sales  made  since  the  30th  June,  1828,  in  each  land 
district. 

Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest,  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  taken  place  between  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  north- 
eastern boundary,  not  heretofore  communicated  to  the 
senate;  also,  on  like  condition,  any  correspondence 
had  with  the  governor  of  Maine  on  the  same  subject, 
not  heretofore  communicated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  as  to  mitigate  or  wholly  abolish  the  im- 
prisonment of  witnesses  in  criminal  cases. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  by 
Mr.  Young,  and  severally  agreed  to: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  commerce  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  an  extension  of  credit 
to  the  state  of  Illinois  on  the  duty  bonds  already  given, 
or  hereafter  to  be  executed,  on  the  importation  of  rail 
road  iron  into  that  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  ports  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  the  cities  of  Cairo,  Alton  and  Chicago,  in  the  state 
of  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a marine  hospital  for  sick 
and  disabled  boatmen  and  indigent  passengers  navi- 
gating the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  at  the  city  of 
Cairo,  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

Resolved  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
abandonment  of  Rock  Island  in  the  state  of  Illinois  as 
a military  post. 

All  the  parts  of  the  president’s  message  were  ap- 
propriately referred,  save  that  which  relates  to 
finance;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr  Webster,  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next,  there  being  20 
voting  for  the  postponement,  and  19  against  it. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  es- 
tablish a prospective  and  permanent  pre-emption 
system;  which  having  been  granted,  Mr.  B.  made 
some  preliminary  remarks,  intimating  that  he  de- 
sired the  vote  on  the  second  reading  to  be  taken  as 
a test  vote,  and  on  that  lie  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  the 
bill  until  he  understood  its  details;  and  would, 
therefore,  move  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and  the 
further  discussion  postponed  until  Wednesday  next; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

A number  of  bills  were  introduced,  twice  read 
and  appropriately  referred;  which  will  be  noticed 
in  their  progress. 

Ort  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  chaplain;  when  the  rev.  Mr.  Cook- 
man  was  duly  elected.  The  vote  stood: 

For  the  lev.  Mr.  Cookman,  25  votes. 

For  the  rev.  Mr.  Thorn'on,  10  do. 

For  the  rev.  Mr.  Shaw,  4 do. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  15.  The  president  pro.  tem.  communi- 
cated to  the  senate  a message  covering  reports  from 
Mr.  Hassler,  superintendent  of  the  coast  survey, 
showing  the  progress  made  therein  during  the  past 
year,  and  also  of  the  work  for  the  fabrication  of 
standard  weights  and  measures. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
convering  a report  made  in  compliance  with  the  8th 
section  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  refer- 
red, and  numerous  petitions  were  removed  from  the 
files  of  the  secretary’s  office  and  again  referred  to 
appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  following  bills,  without  amendments: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  state  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes. 

A bill  authorising  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  slate 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one-half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  reported  the  following  bills,  without 
amendment: 

A bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Alabama  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  ad- 


mission into  the  union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making 
of  a road  or  roads  leading  to  said  state. 

A bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  state  of  Alabama. 

A bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  16th  section  by  Indian 
reservations. 

A bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a certain  reservation  in  the 
state  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  re- 
ported without  amendment,  the  bill  to  establish  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  examine  dues 
against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  following 
bills:  6 

A bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Michigan  a quan- 
tity of  land  to  aid  said  state  in  the  construction  of 
a canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie;  and 

A bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave, 
twice  read  and  appropriately  referred,  viz: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  a bill  to  authorise 
the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail  road  com- 
pany 1o  enter  on  a credit  a quantity  of  land  to  aid 
the  company  in  the  construction  of  a rail  road  from 
New  Albany,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Car- 
mel, in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

A bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  the  state  of 
Indiana,  and  lor  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  Tappan:  A joint  resolution  to  limit  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  ot  the  federal  courts 
of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Hubbard:  A bill  to  provide  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  against 
the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  A bill  to  authorise  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  certain  surveys  to  be 
made. 

The  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  certain  information  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands,  came  up  in  its  order. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  having  suggested  amend- 
menls  widening  the  scope  of  information,  they  were 
adopted:  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  reads  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  statements  show- 
ing the  quantity  of  land  reported  by  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  25ih  April,  1828,  to  have 
been  unsold  in  their  respective  districts  on  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1823,  after  having  been  offered-  at  the  mini- 
mum price  per  acre,  discriminating  between  the  seve- 
ral land  districts;  what  proportion  of  the  land  so  unsold 
on  that  day  consisted  of  first  rate  land,  and  what  was 
unfit  for  cultivation,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  said 
officers;  what  was  their  estimate  of  the  average  value 
per  acre  of  the  said  unsold  land,  and  what  part  of  said 
land  so  remaining  unsold  on  the  30. h June,  1S28, 
aforesaid,  has  since  been  sold,  and  at  what  price,  dis- 
criminating between  the  amounts  sold  in  each  of  the 
districts.  And  the  secretary  is  further  directed  to  cause 
parallel  columns  to  be  prepared,  exhibiting  in  one  con- 
nected view  the  quantity  of  land  unsold  on  the  day 
aforesaid  in  each  district,  the  amount  since  sold,  the 
value  as  assessed  or  estimated  by  the  land  officers,  and 
the  prices  at  which  the  lands  have  since  actually  sold, 
and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  land  as  assessed,  and 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  sales  made  since  the  30th 
June,  1828,  in  each  land  district. 

Resolved  further,  That  said  secretary  cause  to  be 
exhibited  in  the  report  aforesaid,  such  alterations  as 
may  have  been  made  in  the  several  land  districts  em- 
braced by  said  reports,  made  pursuant  to  the  said  reso- 
lution of  the  senate  of  the  25;h  of  April,  1828,  showing 
in  what  instances,  and  to  what  extent,  said  districts 
: have  been  enlarged  or  diminished  since  the  said  3d  of 
June,  1828,  and  also  what  new  lands  then  embraced 
by  said  several  land  districts,  have  since  been  sold. 

Resolved  further,  That  said  secretary  cause  to  be 
communicated  statements  showing,  in  separate  co- 
lumns, the  quantity  of  public  land  which  has  been  of- 
fered for  sale  at  public  auction,  and  has  remained  un- 
sold, at  the  minimum  price,  in  each  state  and  territory, 
fora  period  of  five  years,  and  less  than  ten  years;  the 
quantity  so  offered  and  remaining  unsold  for  ten  years, 
and  less  than  fifteen  years;  the  quantity  so  offered  and 
remaining  unsold  for  fifteen  and  less  than  twenty 
years;  the  quantity  so  offered  and  remaining  unsold  for 
more  than  twenty  and  less  than  thirty  years;  and  the 
quantity  which  has  been  so  offered  and  has  remained 
unsold  for  more  than  thirty  yeats;  showing  the  aggre- 
gate at  the  foot  of  each  column,  and  the  general  aggre- 
gate of  all  the  lands  which  have  been  offered  and  nave 
remained  unsold  for  five  years  and  upwards  up  to  the 
last  returns. 

The  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay,  (o 
repeal  the  sub-treasury  iaw,  coming  up  in  its  or- 
der— - 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  had  never  been  his  purpose,  in 
offering  this  resolution,  to  invite  or  partake  in  an 
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argument  on  the  great  measure  to  which  the  reso- 
lution related,  nor  was  it  his  purpose  now.  He 
would  as  lief  argue  to  the  convicted  criminal,  when 
the  rope  was  round  his  neck,  and  the  cart  was  about 
to  remove  from  under  his  body,  to  persuade  him  to 
escape  from  the  gallows,  as  to  argue  now  to  prove 
that  this  measure  of  the  sub  treasury  ought  to  be 
abandoned.  But  Mr.  C.  had  offered  the  proposition 
which  he  wished  to  submit  as  a resolution;  and  it 
was  now  due  to  the  senate  (hat  he  should  say  why 
he  had  presented  it  in  that  shape. 

It  was  the  ordinary  couise  in  repealing  law's  either 
to  move  a resolution  for  an  inquiry  by  a committee 
on  the  subject  of  repeal,  or  else  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a bill  to  repeal  the  measure  which  they  wished 
to  be  lid  of.  But  there  were  occasions  when 
these  ordinary  forms  might  be  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with.  And  if  they  should  look  for  examples 
to  the  only  period  which  bore  any  analogy  to  this, 
that  was  the  time  when  Mr.  Jefierson  came  into 
power,  but  under  circumstances  far  different  from 
those  attending  the  accession  of  the  resident  of 
North  Bend.  If  at  that  time  the  alien  law  had  not 
been  limited  in  time,  but  had  been  made  permanent 
as  to  its  duration,  would  it  not  have  been  supposed 
ridiculous  to  have  moved  a resolution  of  inquiry  as 
to  the  expediency  of  repealing  that  most  odious 
measure?  Besides,  the  sub-treasury  had  now  been 
three  years  and  three  months  the  subject  of  inces- 
sant and  reiterated  arguments — a term  longer  than 
that  of  the  duration  of  the  last  war.  Under  these 
circumstances,  a discussion  of  the  measure  would 
be  both  unnecessary  and  misapplied.  It  was  suf- 
ficient that  the  nation  now  willed  and  commanded 
the  repeal  of  the  measure,  and  that  the  senators  of 
nineteen  states  had  been  instructed  to  repeal  it.  It 
might,  indeed,  be  contended  that  the  presidential 
election  had  decided  this  or  that  measure,  when 
there  might  well  be  a dispute  about  it.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  had  said  that  such  and  such  an 
election  had  decided  this  or  that  measure,  one  in- 
stance of  which  related  to  a Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  about  them  all  there  might  well  have 
been  controversy.  But  on  one  point  there  could 
not  be  a diversity  of  opinion,  and  that  was,  that  this 
nation,  by  a tremendous  majority,  had  decided 
against  the  sub-treasury  measure.  And,  when  the 
nation  speaks  and  wills  and  commands,  what  was 
to  be  done?  There  was  no  necessity  of  the  forms 
of  sending  to  a committee,  for  a slow  process  of  in- 
qniiy;  but  there  was  a necessity  of  doing  what  the 
country  required,  and  to  reform  what  senators  had 
been  instructed  to  reform.  The  only  qestion  now 
was,  who  would  act  against  the  will  of  the  nineteen 
states;  and  Mr.  C.  thought  gentlemen  who  profess- 
ed to  be  guided  by  the  popular  sentiment  could  have 
no  hesitation  to  comply  with  it  now. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  I had  hoped,  for  one,  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  when  he  communi- 
cated his  late  message  to  congress,  would  announce 
the  fact  which  I have  stated,  and  would  have  con- 
formed to  it  in  his  suggestions  to  congress.  I would 
not,  indeed,  have  asked  the  president  to  present 
himself  before  congress,  and  say  to  the  nation  and 
to  congress,  “I  have  been  wrong  all  this  time,  and  I 
now  retract  my  error.”  Sir,  it  would  have  been 
unmanly  to  urge  him  to  such  a step,  and  I would 
not  have  required  it  of  him.  But  we  had  a right  to 
expect  that  the  president  would  have  said  what  was 
the  fact  on  this  subject,  that  the  nation  had  decided 
against  this  measure,  and  he  ought  to  have  recom- 
mended that  the  will  of  the  country  should  be  obey- 
ed. But  least  of  all  could  we  expect  that  he  would 
recommend,  as  he  did,  certain  improvements  of  this 
measure,  and  that  senators  should  concur  in  amend- 
inga  measure  against  which  the  nation  had  decided. 
And,  even  if  they  should  persevere  in  such  a course 
till  March  next,  they  know  perfectly  well  that  this 
measure  cannot  be  continued  alter  the  new  president 
shall  commence  his  administration. 

One  word  as  to  the  effect  of  the  repeal.  What  has 
been  said  of  this  measure?  It  i3  said  to  have  been  very 
successful,  by  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. Sir,  I would  have  bepn  much  better  pleased 
if  that  document  had  gone  into  detail,  and  had  told 
us  what  effects  had  been  produced,  and  what  changes 
had  really  taken  place,  arising  out  of  this  measure. 
AH  this  he  has  omitted,  and  he  has  only  told  us 
that  the  measure  has  so  far  satisfied  all  their  expec- 
tations, and  that  it  has  been  most  favorable  in  its 
operation.  But  what  is  its  operation?  Sir,  1 am  far 
from  the  receivers  general,  and  wish  1 was  much 
further;  but  what  is  its  operation?  Perhaps  the  ho- 
norable senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Hub- 
bard ) can  tell,  who,  on  all  occasions,  has  stood  forth 
the  ready  protector  and  advocate  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  though  I must  say  it  was  a most  un- 
grateful return  for  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury  to 
beat  him  in  the  late  senatorial  election.  Or,  I should 
be  glad  to  learn  from  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  finance,  (Mr.  Wright ) , who  is  one  of 


the  instructed  against  the  measure,  and  let  him  give 
it  in  detail,  how  the  sub-treasury  has  acted  and  how 
it  is  now  working;  how  it  is  varyingthe  financial  and 
commercial  concerns  of  this  country.  Sir,  I can  tell 
myself,  though  I am  remote  from  its  operations,  and 
I understand  there  is  not  the  slightest  difference  now 
trom  what  was  going  on  before  the  4th  of  July  last, 
in  the  operation  of  this  system.  Now,  as  then,  the 
notes  of  all  the  specie  paying  banks  are  received, 
and  these  notes  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver 
general.  The  process  is  this:  A merchant  in  New 
York  who  has  to  pay  say  $400,  gives  two  checks, 
of  $200  each,  but  no  specie.  One  of  these  checks 
is  endorsed  “specie,”  but  the  other  has  no  such  en- 
dorsement; and  both  these  checks  are  carried  to  the 
bank  and  credited,  not  to  the  government,  but  to  the 
receiver  general,  on  his  own  private  account.  That 
is  the  action  of  the  sub-treasury.  Both  checks  are 
cashed  paper,  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder 
into  specie,  and  the  one  with  the  endorsement  of 
specie  is  no  more  specie  than  the  one  without  the 
endorsement.  And  such  was,  in  fact,  the  usage 
before  the  4th  of  July  last.  Prior  to  that,  the  paper 
of  no  bank  not  paying  specie  was  received,  and  it  is 
so  now;  and  that  is  the  amount  of  the  whole  opera- 
tion of  this  measure.  Prior  to  the  4th  of  July  last, 
in  New  York,  for  example,  the  money  was  received 
and  placed  in  the  banks  on  private  account,  and  the 
government  had  no  control  over  it.  And  so  it  is 
now.  Jesse  Hoyt  passes  it  over  to  Saul  or  Paul 
Allen,  and  government  has  no  control  over  it.  The 
result  is,  that  the  whole  revenue  passes  under  the 
care  and  custody  of  a private  individual,  into  some 
bank.  If  I am  right  in  this,  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
operation  of  this  system  is  extremely  limited,  and 
very  inconsiderable,  and  must  so  continue.  But  I 
trust,  if  the  account  is  to  be  kept  with  the  banks, 
that  instead  of  individuals,  it  will  be  opened,  as  it 
formerly  always  was,  with  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 
States. 

I think,  then,  Mr.  President,  that  no  sort  of  in- 
convenience can  possibly  result  from  the  repeal  of 
this  measure.  But  even  if  it  could,  that  is  now  no 
consideration  for  us;  but  when  we  have  our  instruc- 
tions, I at  least  shall  obey  the  will  of  nineteen 
states. 

Forbearing,  then,  from  ageneral  discussion,  which 
has  been  continued  three  years  and  three  months,  I 
am  now  ready  for  the  vote  on  the  resolution,  though 
I shall  not  urge  it.  If  gentlemen  want  further  time 
to  consider,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  I will  be  the 
last  to  deny  them  a request  so  reasonable  as  that. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  was  from  one  of  the  nineteen 
states  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky  had  al- 
luded, and  he  was  very  happy  to  say  that  he  re- 
joiced in  this  movement.  He  rpjoiced  that  there 
was  a disposition  in  the  party  now  about  to  come 
into  power,  to  make  precisely  the  issue  that  was  to 
be  made  by  this  resolution;  and  Mr.  W.  thanked 
the  senator  for  presenting  this  proposition.  He 
would  say,  also,  with  that  senator,  that  he  did  not 
desire  further  to  discuss  the  measure,  either  before 
the  senate  or  the  country;  but  he  simply  desired 
that,  when  the  senate  should  act  on  the  proposition, 
they  might  act  with  an  understanding  of  w hat  it 
was,  and  when  the  senate  was  full.  But  it  was  not 
so  to-day.  One  member  was  sick,  and  another 
member  had  left,  and  had  not  yet  returned.  But  in 
any  case,  if  the  senate  were  to  act  on  the  subject, 
he  desired  they  might  go  directly  to  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  without  the  delay  of  sending  it  to  a 
committee. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  was  singularly  im- 
pressed with  the  clearness  of  the  results  of  the  late 
election  at  least  the  one  point  of  the  sub-treasury; 
and  Mr.  W.  would  not  say  whether  or  not  that  point 
was  established.  We  have  just  passed,  said  Mr. 
W.  the  first  election  in  this  government,  when 
principles  were  not  declared,  and  when  measures 
in  prospect  were  not  avowed;  and  this  is  the  strong- 
est possible  apology  for  me  to  say  that  no  measure 
has  been  settled  by  this  election.  We  have  seen 
election  alter  election,  when  it  was  the  fashion  for 
candidates  to  avow  their  principles;  and  yet  we 
have  heard  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  attempting 
to  parry  the  issue,  and  to  contend  that  nothing  pre- 
judged by  the  popular  voice  was  decided  by  the 
election.  What  was  the  judgment  of  the  people  ir. 
the  congressional  election  of  1838  and  1839?  If 
ever  there  was  a distinct  issue,  it  was  then.  It 
was,  as  the  senator  says,  pending  this  war  of  more 
than  three  years,  that  this  measure  was  then  almost 
the  only  point  in  the  controversy.  A nd  what  was 
the  result?  It  was  one  which  was  favorable  to  it, 
and  the  measure  was  consequently  adopted.  And 
this  was  done  by  the  country  pending  the  contro- 
versy. That  popular  mind  may  have  changed;  but, 
if  so,  and  if  it  has  now  pronounced  against  this 
measure,  of  what  measure  as  a substitute  for  this 
has  it  been  in  favor?  Was  it  a national  bank?  And 
w ill  the  senator  from  Kentucky  contend  that  it  was? 


Will  the  party  assume  it?  And  there  is  another 
political  party,  with  other  views,  (conservatives)- 
will  they  return  to  the  deposite  banks;  and  will  the 
honorable  senator  admit  that?  I do  not  say  that 
they  will  select  either  one  or  the  other  of  these 
measures.  But  the  senator  says  the  election  is  a 
triumphant  declaration  against  this  measure.  And 
how'  is  it  so?  By  what  declaration  of  the  opposite 
party  are  we  to  determine  this  point?  Sir,  I had 
supposed  that,  il  the  late  election  was  to  prove  any 
thing,  it  was  that  we  should  pulldown  this  magnifi- 
cent building  and  erect  a log  cabin  in  its  place; 
and,  instead  of  these  splendid  pictures  and  other 
ornaments,  hang  up  coon  skins  and  antlers.  But 
the  senator  will  not  say  that  this  was  to  be  the  re- 
sult. And  yet  we  can  prove  that  with  double  the 
force  and  testimony  with  which  we  can  prove  the 
result  of  the  election  was  the  condemnation  of  the 
sub  treasury  measure?  And  still  we  are  called  on 
to  be  silent  and  submit,  because  of  such  a popular 
decision.  Sir,  I will  not  say  a word  against  that 
decision,  when  it  is  fairly  ascertained. ° It  is  the 
highest  law  of  the  country.  And  when  those  they 
bring  into  power  shall  come  constitutionally  into 
their  places,  I shall  be  one  of  the  first  ready  to 
render  constitutional  submission.  But,  in  a verdict 
rendered  as  this  has  been,  I am  not  ready  to  admit 
that  it  decides  against  this  measure. 

What,  then,  is  the  argument  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  in  favor  of  this  precipitate  repeal?  Is  it 
that  the  measure  has  made  mischief  in  the  country? 
That  it  has  done  evil  to  the  people?  I did  not  so 
understand  him.  But  it  is  that  it  is  not  carried  out 
in  its  terms  and  spirit;  that  the  law  is  not  observed, 
but  violated.  The  senator  may  be  right  in  this,  for 
I am  not  able  to  testify  as  to  its  correctness.  But 
if  it  is  so,  does  it  follow  that  the  law  is  to  be  repeal- 
ed because  it  is  not  observed?  Should  we  not  rather 
institute  an  inquiry  whether  these  officers  do  their 
duty? 

And  if  the  senator  had  thought  fit  to  take  Phila- 
delphia as  his  example,  he  might  have  made  a dif- 
ferent case.  I know  that  in  New  York  all  the 
banks  are  specie-paying  banks;  and  I know  it  is 
the  constructive  duty  of  the  receiver  general  to  re- 
ceive three-fourths  of  the  duties  there  in  specie- 
paying paper.  But  does  the  senator  say  that  any 
checks  are  received  there  on  non-specie-paying 
banks?  And  if  it  is  an  individual  who  takes  the 
money  to  the  vault,  is  the  law  violated  or  the  com- 
munity injured?  His  argument,  as  I understand  it, 
was,  that  they  were  little  benefited  by  it,  and  there- 
fore he  would  repeal  the  measure.  But  is  it  not 
better  as  it  is  now,  than  if  it  were  wholly  with  the 
executive? 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  W.  disclaimed  any  desire  to 
enter  into  the  general  argument,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  the  resolution, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay.  Mr.  President,  it  is  always  pleasant 
to  me  when  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a proposi- 
tion in  a form  so  acceptable  to  the  honorable  sena- 
tor from  New  York;  and  1 am  disposed  to  allow  the 
largest  possible  accommodation,  even  on  the  point 
desired  by  the  senator,  of  postponing  this  measure 
till  the  senate  shall  be  more  full.  And  as  I am  a 
Christian,  or  endeavor  to  be  so,  I will  not  return 
evil  for  good.  Though  1 recollect,  w hen  this  mea- 
sure was  on  the  verge  of  passing  here,  how  the 
senator  from  New  York  would  not  allow  a single 
day  to  the  senator  trom  Delaware,  (Mr.  Clayton); 
though  he  would  not  then,  though  earnestly  entreat- 
ed to  do  so,  delay  the  question  even  over  night; 
though  all  this  was  denied  with  the  concurrence  of 
that  senator,  still  I am  (or  returning  good  for  evil, 
and  I am  very  happy  that  better  days  and  more 
liberal  sentiments  are  coming.  I will  concur  in  any 
reasonable  postponement  which  the  senator  may 
desire. 

But  while  up,  I will  notice  a few'  remarks  of  the 
senator  (roin  New  York.  He  says  this  is  a very 
convenient  party  now  coming  into  power,  because 
it  is  without  avowed  principles — a coon  skin,  log 
cabin  party.  And  beloie  I proceed  further  on  this 
subject,  let  me  ask  what  sort  of  a party  those  must 
be  who  have  been  driven  out  of  power  by  a party 
whose  residence  is  a log  cabin  and  whose  covering 
is  coon  skins?  Sir,  there  must  be  something  wrong 
about  it,  or  the  defeated  party  would  have  never 
met  so  hard  a fate  from  a party  w hich  they  hold  so 
much  in  contempt,  and  which  is  so  contemptible,  if 
the  senator  is  correct.  But  does  he  in  fact  want  to 
know  my  principles  or  the  princidles  of  my  friends 
with  respect  to  this  sub  treasury  measure?  Have 
not  we  been  battling  with  the  whole  country  on  our 
side  against  this  identical  measure?  The  senator 
tells  us  that  the  popular  voice  was  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  and  that  it  was  consequently  carried  in 
the  popular  branch.  Sir,  I hope  he  will  relieve 
me  of  the  necessity  of  looking  into  that  New  Jer- 
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sey  affair,  and  of  discussing  the  manner  in  which 
that  gallant  state  was  stripped  of  her  sacred  rights 
and  her  authority  trampled  under  loot,  in  a manner 
degrading  to  a deliberative  assembly,  and  disgrace- 
ful to  the  age  in  which  we  live.  But  I will  not  go 
into  it.  In  the  progress  of  the  war  gentlemen 
did  gain  a little,  and  we  were  subject  to  reverses 
prior  to  1840.  But  who  that  regards  the  truth,  and 
has  been  attentive  to  the  progress  of  events,  can 
rise  in  his  place  and  deny  that  the  elections  of  1840 
repealed  the  sub-treasury  measure?  They  were 
avowedly  against  it;  the  object  was  to  put  it  down, 
and  to  dispense  with  a measure  which  had  disturbed 
the  community,  and  deranged  the  affairs  of  the 
country  for  more  than  three  long  years.  It  is  not 
at  all  like  the  cases  alluded  to  by  the  senator  under 
former  elections.  The  election  ol  1832,  for  in- 
stance,  was  construed  into  an  expression  of  public 
opinion  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States. — 
But  we  all  know  that  general  Jackson  was  then  in 
favor  of  a bank  of  the  United  States.  He  so  said 
in  his  message,  and  he  was  then  supported  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  friendly  to  the  establishment  of 
a bank  of  the  United  States.  And  I then  denied 
as  I do  now  that  the  inference  of  gentlemen  from 
those  elections  was  justly  drawn.  But  now,  whe- 
ther the  late  election  is  favorable  to  a bank  of  the 
United  States  or  to  a league  of  banks,  on  one  point, 
and  that  is  as  respects  this  measure,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  there  can  be  two  opinions  here. 

The  honorable  senator  calls  on  us  to  say  what 
other  measure  is  to  be  resorted  to  after  that  is  de- 
stroyed— a bank  of  the  United  States  or  local 
banks?  Sir,  “sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil  there- 
of.” We  have  nothing  now  but  the  sub-treasury 
to  handle.  That  is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  any 
measure.  Let  us  first  remove  that,  and  it  will 
then  be  time  for  the  senator  from  New  York  to  be 
heard  in  his  inquiries. 

But  he  says  the  party  coming  into  power  are 
without  principle.  But  does  he  not  known  that 
they  are  against  the  sub-treasury,  and  in  favor  of 
some  sound  and  safe  regulation  of  the  currency? 
That  they  are  for  economy?  That  they  are  against 
the  extravagance  of  the  downfallen  administra'ion? 
That  retrenchment  is  their  aim?  And  that  they 
are  opposed  to  the  late  fearful  usurpations  and 
abuses  of  executive  power?  Sir,  the  gentleman 
forgets  that  the  election  is  over.  I assure  him  it 
terminated  Nov.  2,  1840.  He  seems  to  think  that 
he  is  addressing  an  assembly  in  New  York,  at 
Poughkeepsie  or  elsewhere.  Because  general  Har- 
rison did  not  choose  to  reply  to  impertinence,  the 
gentleman  charges  him  and  the  wdiole  party  with 
want  of  principles.  But,  on  all  subjects  he  was 
manly  and  open,  and  it  was  on  principle  that  the 
people  brought  him  into  power.  But  do  gentle- 
men really  mean  to  assert  that  they  are  without 
principle?  No,  sir,  no.  They  know  the  princi- 

les  of  the  new  administration  well  enough.  They 

now  that  it-  will  not  denounce  bank  paper  and 
then  give  us  treasury  notes;  that  it  is  against  all  ex- 
pedients of  this  kind;  that  the  administration  will 
be  openly  and  fairly  conducted;  that  it  will  not 
have  debts  to  a large  amount  surrounding  the  go- 
vernment in  all  its  departments — to  the  Indians, 
for  state  stocks  made  for  political  purposes,  and  re- 
duced to  two-thirds  of  their  original  value;  for  the 
Florida  war — literally  covered  over  with  debts,  and 
all  the  time  preaching  against  debts,  and  all  the 
time  using  treasury  notes;  and  they  know,  if  they 
do  not  tell  us  how  much  of  debts  they  have  to  pay, 
we,  when  we  have  the  means  of  investigating,  will 
cast  up  the  aggregate  to  a great  amount — an  enor- 
mous and  mystified  amount. 

Sir,  if  it  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  majorily 
to  vote  down  the  resolution,  let  them  do  it  manful- 
ly, and  say  that  their  will  and  not  the  will  of  the 
people  shall  prevail.  But  if  the  will  of  the  people 
is  to  be  carried  out,  there  is  no  reason  for  delay; 
the  sub-treasury  should  be  repealed,  and  forthwith. 

Mr.  Calhoun  (indistinctly  heard)  said  he  had 
hoped  that  the  party  acting  with  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  would  have  been  contented  with  their 
success,  anti  would  go  on  with  the  business  ol  the 
session.  Let  the  new  president  when  in  power 
present  this  measure  of  repeal  on  his  reponsibility, 
and  it  would  then  be  time  enough  to  act  upon  it. 
If  his  administration  should  be  really  one  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  Mr.  C.  would  not  inquire 
how  it  came  in,  but  would  support  all  its  measures 
to  which  he  could  give  his  support. 

Bui  he  did  not  view  this  resolution  in  the  same 
light  as  the  senatoi  from  New  York.  There 
had  been  very  great  excitement,  and  there  now 
ought  to  be  a calm,  so  that  the  people  could  think 
over  the  whole  affair,  and  come  to  conclusions  at 
which  they  could  not  arrive  under  excitement. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  had  said  that  the 
proceedings  under  this  measure  were  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  the  old  practice.  Whv,  then,  repeal 


it?  But  Mr.  C.  did  not  hold  it  to  be  the  same. 
The  sub-treasury,  whether  it  was  wise  or  expe- 
dient, was  at  all  events  not  unconstitutional.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  now  for  restoring  a 
state  of  things  which  that  senator  had  denounced, 
which  was  that  all  the  power  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  president.  If  the  practice  was  as  the 
senator  had  stated,  Mr.  C.  pronounced  it  contrary 
to  law,  and  hoped  the  senator  would  move  a reso- 
lution of  inquiry  on  that  subject,  and  Mr.  C.  would 
not  protect  any  officer  from  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  sub-treasury 
was  not  the  only  subject  at  issue  in  the  late  elec- 
tion, but  there  were  a thousand  issues.  He  indeed 
feared  that  the  majority  of  the  people  were  against 
the  sub-treasury,  but  he  doubted  whether  they  were 
in  favor  of  the  condemned  United  States  bank,  or 
of  the  pet  bank  system.  And  let  the  question  come 
when  it  might,  the  only  alternative  would  be  either 
this  sub  treasury  or  a Bank  of  the  United  States; 
for  he  held  it  impossible  that  gentlemen  ever  could 
go  back  to  that  miserable,  ricketty,  condemned 
pet  bank  system.  The  question,  therefore,  was 
between  the  sub-treasury  and  a Bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  Mr.  C.  would  not  now  argue.  But, 
said  he,  when  general  Harrison  shall  come  in,  then 
will  be  the  time,  and  let  the  question  of  a bank 
come  when  it  will,  I will  resist  it  with  every  ener- 
gy wdiich  God  and  nature  have  given  me,  for,  (with 
an  oath),  if  the  bank  is  to  be  chartered  for  twenty- 
one  years,  I deem  it  worse  than  to  have  a president 
for  life,  and  more  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  C.  argued  still  further  in  favor  of  a calm 
after  such  excitement. 

Mr.  Henderson  argued  against  the  sub-treasury, 
having  been  condemned  by  the  late  election,  and  said 
he  did  not  therefore  consider  himself  instructed  on 
the  subject  by  public  opinion. 

Mr.  Hubbard  also  argued  the  same  point;  said  he 
was  not  sorry  for  the  introduction  of  the  resolution; 
but  there  would  be  debate;  and  Mr.  H.  was  from  a 
state  now  strongly  in  favor  of  the  measure.  The 
senator  from  Kentucky  had  said  that  it  would  be 
repealed  after  the  4th  of  March;  but  Mr.  H.  did 
not  know  how  he  could  fell,  unless  it  was  true,  as 
had  been  rumored,  that  gen.  Harrison  had  declared 
that  senator  more  worthy  of  being  president  than 
himself.  Mr.  H expressed  his  entire  acquiescence 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  the  senate,  and 
rejoiced  that  he  was  to  be  succeeded  by  one  so  able. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  as  a substitute  the  follow- 
ing: 

Resolved,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at  the 
origin  of  this  government  by  the  first  acts  of  its  legis- 
lation, and  especially  by  the  30  h section  of  ihe  “act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties,”  &c.  approved  by 
president  Washington,  July  31st,  1793;  and  by  the  4th 
section  of  the  “act  to  establish  the  treasury  depart- 
ment,” &e.  approved  by  president.  Washington,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1798,  was  in  strict  conformity  to  the  funda- 
men'al  principles  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  by  a lung  series  of  subsequent  acts 
tending  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public  welfare, 
that  policy  had  been  departed  from,  and  was,  by  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  cellection,  safe-keeping,  transfer 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  approved  by 
president  Van  Buren,  July  4,  1840,  fully  restored  and 
ought  to  be  adhered  to;  and  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  government  ought  to  collect  no 
more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  its  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  lent  out  by  the  government  to  individuals=or 
corporations. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  placed  by  the  government  in  the  custody  of 
agents  who  are  not  made  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
responsible  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  transaction  of  its  own  affairs, 
the  government  ought  to  receive  and  tender  in  pay- 
ment as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  is  made  a 
legal  tender  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Clay  raised  a question  whether  this  substi- 
tute was  in  order,  but  waived  it,  as  the  president 
pro  tern,  had  just  before  retired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  substitute  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  subject  was  laid  on 
the  table  till  to-morrow.  The  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

December  1C.  The  vice  president  of  the  United 
States  appeared  and  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Phelps  and  Mr.  Moulon  also  appeared  in  their 
seats. 

The  vice  president  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
letter  from  the  war  department,  covering  a report 
of  the  board  of  dragoon  officers  assembled  at  Car- 
lisle for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  an  exhibition  of 
improved  repeating  fire  arms,  and  the  water  proof 
ammunition,  invented  by  Samuel  Colt. 

Mr  Kins;  presented  a‘ memorial  from  the  legisla- 
ture of  Alabama,  asking  the  establishment  of  a land 
office  in  the  late  Cherokee  purchase. 


Several  petitions  and  papers  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Merrick,  Young,  Roane, 
While  and  Linn,  on  private  claims  which  were  ap- 
propriately referred. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  reported  the  bill  by  him  introduc- 
ed on  yesterday  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  Albany 
and  Mount  Carmel  rail  road  company,  and  for  other 
purposes,  and  recommended  its  passage. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, reported  the  following  bills  without  amend- 
ment. 

A bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  pur- 
sers in  the  navy. 

A bill  to  regulate  and  establish  the  navy  ration. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  following  bills: 

A bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment for  debt  in  certain  cases. 

A bill  to  prevent  the  countei  feiting  of  any  fo- 
reign copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  to 
prevent  the  bringing  into  the  United  States  or  ut- 
tering any  such  foreign  copper,  goid,  silver,  orother 
coin. 

A bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tallmadpe  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  joint  resolution  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  one 
presidential  term. 

Resolved  bp  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
ihe  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
(two-thirds  of  both  houses  deeming  it  necessary,)  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  stales  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  article  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  legislatures,  to  be  valid,  to  ail 
intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  constitution: 
“The  president  of  the  U.  States  shall  hold  his  office  but 
fur  one  term  of  four  years,  and  shall  be  ineligible  there- 
after.” 

The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave, 
twice  read,  and  appropriate!}'  referred,  viz: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  a bill  to  confirm  to  the 
state  of  Indiana  the  lands  selected  by  that  state  for 
the  construction  of  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  that  lies  between  the  month  of  Tippe- 
canoe river  and  Terre  Haunte,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

By  Mr.  Prentiss,  a bill  to  authorise  the  payment 
of  invalid  pensioners  in  certain  cases. 

By  Mr.  Fulton,  a bill  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands 
south  of  the  Arkansas  river. 

By  Mr.  Sevier,  a bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  removals  of  the  raft  on  Red  river; 

A bill  to  authorise  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Arkansas  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  state;  and 

A bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  “ari  act  to  enable 
claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri  and 
the  territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,”  appioved  the 
26th  May,  1824,  and  an  act  amending  the  same,  and 
extending  the  provisions  of  said  act  to  claimants 
to  lauds  within  the  states  of  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi. 

By  Mr.  Anderson,  a bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
“an  act  to  authorise  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  tilles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same.” 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  a bill  to  confirm  the  survey 
and  location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, east  of  Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  31st  de- 
gree of  north  latitude. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instruct- 
ed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  James 
H.  Relf  compensation  for  his  services  in  removing  in- 
truders from  the  military  reservation  attached  to  Fort 
Leavenworth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
time,  either  especially  or  generally,  for  receiving  the  re- 
turns of  the  sixth  census. 

A like  motion  was  adopted,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  for  extending  the  time  for  com- 
pleting the  census  in  those  slates  or  districts  w here 
returns  could  not  be  made  during  the  prevalence  nf 
disease  or  olher  causes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  tor  the  removal  of  certain  obstructions  in 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Passaic  and  of  Newark  bay, 
in  New  Jersey. 

Also,  that  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of 
the  obstructions  in  the  navigation  of  the  sound  or  kill 
Van  Kull,  and  in  the  Raritan  or  Prince’s  bay,  between 
Perth  Amboy  and  the  port  of  New  York,  in  the  stale  of 
New  York,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  capt.  Kearney 
and  others. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  I 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  communicated  to 
the  senate  tables  of  the  rates  of  exchange,  foreign  and 
domestic,  and  of  the  prices  of  bank  notes  and  of  specie, 
on  or  near  the  first  day  of  each  month,  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  during  the  years  1838, 183U  and  1S40; 
and  that  he  accompany  the  same  with  a synopsis  of 
the  rates  of  exchange,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  the 
prices  of  bank  notes  and  specie,  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  in  previous  years,  as  far  as  the  last  can 
be  done  from  the  materials  now  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  senate  a statement 
showing  the  quantity  of  land  sold  in  each  year  since 
the  year  1828  which  had  been  in  market  subject  to 
private  entry  for  the  respective  periods  of  5, 10,  15,  20, 
25  and  30  or  more  years,  the  amount  for  which  the 
same  has  been  sold;  and  also  showing,  in  parrallel 
columns,  the  quantity  of  public  lands  sold  in  each  of 
said  years  which  had  not  been  subject  to  private  entry 
for  five  or  more  years,  and  the  amount  received  for  the 
same. 

Also,  a report  showing  the  total  quantity  of  public 
land  ceded  to  each  of  the  respective  states  within  which 
they  lie,  for  colleges,  academies,  schools  and  other  pur- 

f roses,  distinguishing  between  the  quantities  of  public 
and  so  ceded  for  each  particular  purpose. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  year  1841  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance,  reported  without 
amendment,  read  three  several  times,  and  passed. 

The  question  of  the  public  finances  came  up  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  to  postpone  the  re- 
ference to  the  committee  on  finance  of  so  much  ol 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of 
finance;  when  Mr.  Webster  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate  in  a speech  of  considerable  length. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  10.  Henry  M.  Brackenridge  e lect- 
ed  from  Pennsylvania  in  the  place  of  Richard  Bid- 
dle, resigned,  appeared,  and  was  sworn  in  by  the 
speaker,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  when 
Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  agreeing 
to  Mr.  Atherton's  resolution  of  yesterday,  which 
directed  15,000  copies  of  the  president’s  message, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  to  be  printed, 
and  5,000  copies  without  the  documents,  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  an  order  confirming  to  that  of 
the  last  session,  which  directed  the  printing  of 
5,000  copies  with  documents,  and  1,500  copies  with- 
out documents.  Mr.  Atherton  explained  that  his 
resolution  conformed  to  the  order  of  the  house  at 
the  session  before  the  last,  which,  he  believed,  was 
the  usual  order,  and  that  the  order  of  the  last  ses- 
sion was  a departure  from  the  usual  order.  After 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Tillinghast  and  Mr.  Cush- 
ing, in  favor  of  reconsideration,  the  question  was 
put  by  yeas  and  nays  and  decided  in  the  negative 
yeas  89,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  the  follow- 
ing: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  standing  committees  be 
now  appointed,  according  to  the  standing  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  house. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  five  members 
be  appointed,  with  liberty  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  house  whether  the 
tinted  house  document  of  the  last  session,  No.  185, 
as  been  falsified,  materially  differing  from  the  manu- 
script transmitted  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  the  said  falsification  was  made. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  A.  the  resolution 
was  adopted — yeas  87,  nays  46.  The  committee 
consists  of  Messrs.  Adams,  McKay,  Barnard,  Midell 
and  Dennis. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  w as  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  the  house  how  far,  and  in  what  manner,  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,’’  has  been  carried  into 
execution:  whether  any  buildings,  addidons  to  or  alte- 
rations in  buildings,  therein  authorised  or  required,  have 
been  commenced,  and  at  w hat  cost,  or  contracts  there- 
for made  or  orders  therefor  given,  and  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  such  contracts  and  orders;  what  number 
of  clerks,  special  agents,  and  other  officers,  agents,  or 
servants,  have  been  and  now  are  employed  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  or  for  aid  in  carrying  the  same] 
into  effect,  and  where  and  from  what  times,  and  at 
what  compensations:  whether  each  and  every  of  the 
officers  who  are  therein  required  to  give  bond  have 
given  bond,  and  the  sum,  sureties,  and  time  of  delivery 
of  each  bond,  and  who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond: 
whether,  in  the  collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer,  or 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion 


thereof,  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any  banks 
have  been  used  or  restored  to,  and,  if  so,  what  bank 
or  banks,  to  what  extent  and  in  what  manner;  and 
what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to  any  bank 
therefor,  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what  specific  mat- 
ter, whether  gold  and  silver,  or  notes  or  certificates,  or 
other  and  what  evidences  of  deposite  or  credit  all  or  any 
of  the  revenue  has  been  collected  and  actually  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  the 
same  was  due,  to  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  officers 
charged  with  the  immediate  collection  thereof,  since 
said  act  has  been  in  force;  distinguishing,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  how  much  has  been  so  collected  and  paid  in 
each  specific  matter  or  medium  of  payment:  also  set- 
ting forth  how  and  in  what  places  or  offices,  and  un- 
der what  actual  and  personal  custody  or  keeping,  all 
and  any  and  each  portion  of  the  public  revenue,  mo- 
neys, and  assurances  or  evidences  of  debt  or  obligation 
have  been  kept  during  said  time;  and  how  and  by 
what  agencies  and  aid,  and  with  what  forms  arid  pro- 
cess, and  on  what  terms,  conditions,  and  cost  of  ex- 
change or  transfer,  and  in  what  specific  matter,  whe- 
ther gold  and  silver,  notes,  or  certificates,  or  other  and 
what  evidences,  all  and  any  portions  thereof  have  been 
in  said  time  disbursed  or  transferred. 

Mr.  Jenifer  moved  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  on  the  tobacco 
trade  be  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

The  resolution  was  auopted,  and  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  nine  members,  viz: 
Messrs.  Jenifer,  Coles,  Sergeant,  Dawson,  Carroll, 
Grinnell,  Triplett,  Parrish  and  Miller. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn 
it  will  adjourn  to  Monday  next;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Cranston,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions  and  memorials  present- 
ed to  this  house  at  ihe  last  session  of  congress,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  several  standing  committees,  on  which  no 
report  was  made,  or  in  relation  to  which  bills  were  re- 
ported which  were  lost  in  either  house,  may  be  again 
referred  to  the  same  committees  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
members  by  whom  they  were  respectively  presented, 
on  being  handed,  or  a list  thereof  presented  to  the 
clerk. 

The  speaker  laid  before  file  house  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  clerk  of  the  expenditure  ofthe  contingent 
fund  of  the  house  for  the  current  year.  Laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  the  annual 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  state 
of  the  finances;  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  way3  and  means,  and  5,000  copies  thereof, 
extra,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  also  communicated  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  the  annual  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  for  contingencies  for  his 
office  and  for  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  September  last, 
which  amount,  for  the  office  of  the  secretary,  to 
$5,423  46,  and  for  the  office  of  the  commissioners 
to  $1,722  94.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

And  the  house  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  14.  At  12  o’clock  the  speaker  took 
the  chair,  and  the  journal  of  the  last  day’s  sitting 
was  read. 

The  standing  committees  ordered  on  Thursday 
last  were  now  announced,  and  are  composed  as  fol- 
lows: 

Committee  of  elections.  Messrs.  Rives,  Fillmore, 
Medill,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Truman  Smith,  Botts,  P. 
Francis  Thomas,  Randall  and  Rariden. 

Committee  of  ways  and  means.  Messrs.  John  W. 
Jones,  Evans,  Atherton,  Vanderpoel,  Connor,  Mark 

A. .  Cooper,  Mason,  Saltonstall  and  Hubbard. 

Committee  of  claims.  Messrs.  Russell,  Dawson, 

Banks, Giddings,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Gentry,  John 
Hill,  of  N.  C.  Galbraith  and  Mallory. 

Committee  on  commerce.  Messrs.  Curtis,  Hillen, 
Burke,  Toland,  Habersham,  Parris,  Botts,  Weller 
and  Winthrop. 

Committee  on  public  lands.  Messrs.  Morrow,  Lin- 
coln, Crary,  John  White,  Fisher,  Garland,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Casey  and  Chapman. 

Committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads.  Messrs. 
McKay,  Hopkins,  Briggs,  Marvin,  Leadbetter,  Jos. 
L.  VV  iiliams,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Reynolds  and  John 

B.  Thompson. 

Committee  for  ihe  District  of  Columbia.  Messrs. 
W.  Cost  Johnson.  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Beirne, 
Clark,  Davee,  Graham,  Cranston,  Hawkins  and 
McCarty. 

Committee  on  the  judiciary.  Messrs.  Sergeant, 
Hoffman,  Turney,  Samuels,  Barnard,  Stanly,  Trum- 
| bull.  Samson  H.  Butler  and  Starkweather. 

Committee  on  revolutionary  claims.  Messrs.  Ran- 
dolph, Hall,  Taliaferro,  Parmenter,  Montgomery, 
Ely,  Swearingen,  James  arid  Nathaniel  Jones. 

Committee  on  public  expenditures.  Messrs.  Bond, 
Duncan,  Crockett,  Watterson,  McCulloch,  Green, 
Baker,  Brackenridge  and  McClure. 


Committee  on  private  land  claims.  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn, DGIet,  Wick,  William  S.  Hastings,  Jameson, 
Cross,  Warren,  Vroom  and  Boardman. 

Committee  on  manufactures.  Messrs.  Adam®,  Nis- 
bet,  Slade,  Tillinghast,  Worthington,  Dromgoole, 
Mitchell,  Eastman  and  John  Davis. 

Committee  on  agriculture.  Messrs.  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, McClellan,  Jno.  Smith,  Hammond,  Shaw,  Doig, 
Hook  and  Ridgway. 

Committee  on  Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  Bell,  Lewis 
Williams,  Alford,  Chinn,  Lucas,  Hunt,  John  W. 
Davis,  Parrish  and  Ryall. 

Committtee  on  military  affairs.  Messrs.  Waddy 
Thompson,  Miller,  Coles,  Kemble,  John  W.  Allen, 
Monroe,  Sumpter,  Goggin  and  Wm.  O.  Butler. 

Committee  on  the  militia.  Messrs.  Kenn,  Carter, 
Griffin,  D.  D.  Wagener,  Goode,  Edward  Rogers, 
Triplett,  P.  J.  Wagner  and  Wm.  R.  Cooper. 

Committee  on  naval  uffairs.  Messrs.  F.  Thomas, 
Reed,  Grinnell,  Anderson,  Proffit,  Naylor,  Shepard, 
Dickerson  and  Montanya. 

Committee  on  foreign  affairs.  Messrs.  Pickens, 
Cushing,  Dromgoole,  Granger,  Hawes,  Everett, 
Clifford,  Leet  and  Fine. 

Committee  on  the  territories.  Messrs.  Pope,  Jeni- 
fer, William  B.  Campbell,  Stuart,  Brewster,  Garret 
Davis,  Jas.  Cooper,  Morgan  and  Dana. 

Committee  on  revolutionary  pensions.  Messrs.  Ta- 
liaferro, Carr,  Andrews,  Steerirod.E.  Davis,  Brock- 
way, Taylor,  Hand  and  Peck. 

Committee  on  invalid  pensions.  Messrs.  S.  Wil- 
liams, C.  Morris,  Chittenden,  Doan,  Strong,  S.  W. 
Moiris,  Palen,  Sweeny  and  Edwards. 

Committee  on  roads  and  canals.  Messrs.  Ogle, 
Carroll,  Hill,  of  Va.  Thos.  Smith,  Rayner,  Black- 
well,  Underwood,  Crabb  and  Albert  Smith. 

Committee  on  patents.  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Beatty, 
Prentiss,  Newhard  and  Paynter. 

Committee  on  public  buildings  and  grounds.  Messrs  . 
Petrikin,  Leonard,  Keim,  John  Hastings  and  Os- 
borne. 

Committee  on  revisal  and  unfinished  business. — 
Messrs.  Perk,  Parrish,  Jackson,  James  and  Kille. 

Committee  on  accounts.  Messrs.  Joseph  Johnson, 
Charles  Johnson,  Marchand,  Floyd  and  Andrews. 

Committee  on  mileage.  Messrs.  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  Williams,  Henry,  Judson  Allen  and 
Kempshall. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
state.  Messrs.  Underwood,  Bynum,  Crabb,  Lowell 
and  Trumbull. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  ihe  department  ofthe 
treasury.  Messrs.  Evans,  Atherton,  Osborne,  War- 
ren and  Nathaniel  Jones. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
war.  Messrs.  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Holmes,  James 
Cooper,  Chapman  and  Doe. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  department  ofthe 
navy.  Messrs.  Saltonstall,  Vanderpoel,  Simonton, 
Green  and  Gerry. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  department  ofthe 
post  office.  Messrs.  Marvin,  Boyd,  Lowell,  G.  Davis 
ami  Lane. 

Committee  on  expenditures  on  the  public  buildings. 
Messrs.  Stanly,  Fornance,  Gates,  Earl  and  John  W. 
Allen. 

As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  journal  had  been 
completed  by  the  clerk — 

Mr.  Winthrop  stated  that  he  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  Thursday  last,  on  the  question  to  reconsider 
the  vote  for  printing  15,000  copies  of  the  president’s 
message  with  the  accompanying  documents,  and 
5,000  copies  without  the  documents,  but  that  he 
found  his  vote  was  not  entered  on  the  list,  and  he 
moved  that  his  vote  be  recorded. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  stated  that  he  also  voted  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  same  question,  but  that  his 
name  did  not  appear,  and  moved  that  his  name  be 
also  entered  on  the  list  of  votes. 

Mr.  Petrikin  inquired  if  those  alterations  would 
change  the  result  of  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. The  speaker  answered  that  it  would 
change  the  result;  the  vote  as  recorded  being  89  af- 
firmative,90  negative.  Mr.  Petrikin  then  objected 
on  the  ground  that  corrections  such  as  those  pro- 
posed could  not  be  made  but  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  the  practice  of  the  house  was 
directly  different  from  the  course  stated  by  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin. That  the  practice  was  to  refuse  members 
the  privilege  of  voting  when  they  did  not  vote,  but 
when  they  actually  voted  and  were  omitted  to  be 
entered,  the  error  had  always  been  corrected,  and 
referred  to  several  cases  in  point. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Mr.  Stanly  and  Mr.  Wise, 
made  remarks  in  favor  of  the  correction.  Mr.  Wise 
called  for  the  previous  question,  which  was  sustain- 
ed by  a majority. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  put  on  the  mo- 
tion that  the  journal  be  amended  by  recording  the 
voIps  of  Messrs.  Winthrop  and  Williams  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  before  mentioned,  and 
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decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
200,  nays  3. 

And  so  the  votes  of  Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Jas. 
L.  Williams  were  received;  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  vote,  instead  of  being  90  against  89  for 
reconsideration,  stood  91  for  reconsideration,  and 
90  against  it. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly  for 
reconsideration  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  made  on  the  9th  instant, 
Was  the  subject  then  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Stanly  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Atherton's 
motion  so  as  that  5,000  copies  of  the  message,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  be  printed,  and  15,000 
without  the  documents. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  wholenumberof  the 
message  to  be  printed  be  10,000 — one-half  with 
documents,  and  the  other  half  without. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fillmore's  amendment  was 
put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Briggs  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Stanly  by  printing  10,000  with  the  docu- 
ments, and  5,000  without. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  110,  nays  96. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  announced 
to  tlie  house  that  Simeon  H.  Anderson,  his  pre- 
decessor in  this  congress  from  the  filth  district  in 
Kentucky,  had  departed  this  life,  at  his  residence 
in  Garrard  county,  since  the  last  session.  Mr.  T. 
remarked  that  his  death  was  a public  calamity,  be- 
cause tlie  country,  in  the  morning  ofhis  life,  and  as 
his  career  of  usefulness  upon  a ne  w theatre  had  just 
commenced,  had  been  deprived  of  one  of  her  most 
promising  sons.  In  the  councils  of  his  native  state, 
he  had  rendered  service  to  that  state,  and  achieved 
for  himself  an  enviable  reputation;  without  opposi- 
tion, and  by  the  undivided  suffrage  of  his  district,  he 
had  been  returned  a member  for  this  congress.  His 
bearing  as  a gentleman  was  a true  evidence  of  the 
moral  worth  and  integrity  of  purpose  that  charac- 
terized the  man.  His  brief  services  here  had  not 
fully  manifested  to  this  body  the  rich  attainments 
and  high  order  of  intellect  that,  combined  with  his 
private  virtues,  had  secured  to  him  not  only  public 
confidence  at  home,  but  also  that  respect  and  at- 
tachment which  all  the  better  sympathies  of  social 
life  ever  accord  to  merit  and  worth.  The  bar  of 
which  he  was  a member  and  an  ornament,  in  his 
native  state,  regret  his  untimely  death;  his  district 
feel3  the  loss.  Allied  with  the  best  blood  of  the 
state,  he  has  left  a young  family  to  mourn  the  sad 
bereavement  of  a kind  parent  and  an  affectionate 
husband.  Mr.  T.  presented  the  follow ing  resolu- 
tions as  a token  of  condolence  to  that  family,  and  as 
the  last  kind  office  and  tribute  of  respect  we  can  pay 
to  the  memory  of  one  who  yet  lives  in  the  cherished 
remembrances  and  affections  of  his  friends,  his  re- 
latives, and  of  the  state  of  which  he  was  a favorite 
child,  and  on  whom  she  rested  high  and  proud  hopes 
of  future  usefulness  and  eminence.  There  is  al- 
lotted to  but  few  a better  and  brighter  fortune  than 
seemed  to  await  him.  The  sentiment  that  “they  [ 
whom  the  gods  love  die  young”  was  a tender  delu- ' 
sion  of  heathen  superstition,  in  this  instance,  he 
trusted,  but  exemplified  and  adopted  by  a wise  and 
mysterious  dispensation  of  the  Christian’s  Provi 
dence.  The  malediction,  “May  you  die  from 
home,”  was  an  imprecation  he  had  no  enemy  male- 
volent enough  to  utter,  and  he  now  reposes  as  he 
lived  and  died,  surrounded  by  his  household  and 
friends. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  with  deep  regret  have 
heard  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Simeon  PI. 
Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  late  a member  of  this 
congress. 

Resolved,  That  to  testify  their  regard  for  the  de- 
ceased, and  as  an  evidence  of  the  sympathy  they 
feel,  and  hereby  tender  to  his  surviving  relatives, 
they  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  As  a further  testimony  of  respect  for 
the  deceased,  that  when  this  house  adjourn  to-day, 
it  adjourn  to  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Leel,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed  the 
house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  accordance  with  a practice 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  I rise  to 
discharge  a painful  duty,  in  doing  which  I feel  sure 
the  house  will  sympathize  with  me.  I rise,  sir,  to 
announce  the  death  of  William  Sterrett  Ram- 
say, who  was  a distinguished  member  ofthe  Penn- 
sylvania delegation,  and  represented  the  Cumber- 
land distiict.  He  died  suddenly,  in  October  last, 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  somewhat  remote  from  the 
bosom  of  his  near  relatives,  but  where,  however, 
there  were  not  wanting  friends  to  show  appropriate 
marks  of  respect  to  his  memory.  His  death  was 
not  less  sudden  than  melancholy.  From  eaily  in- 
fancy he  was  afflicted  with  feeble  health  and  a weak 
constitution. 


Having  been  called,  by  the  people  ofhis  district, 
to  serve  them  in  the  national  legislature  ofhis  na- 
tive country',  and  desirous  to  execute  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  he  struggled  through  the  last  unusu- 
ally arduous  and  exciting  session,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  in  a manner  alike  honorable  to  him- 
self, gratifying  to  his  friends,  and  satisfactory  to  his 
constituents.  At  the  close  of  the  session  he  found 
his  constitution  rapidly  yielding  to  the  ravages  of  a 
confirmed  consumption;  and,  during  the  recess  of 
congress,  in  the  youth  of  his  days,  with  the  fairest 
earthly  prospects  before  him,  (could  he  have  lived 
to  realize  them),  and  at  a lime  when,  one  would 
think,  he  might  be  buoyant  with  hope,  he  sank  a 
victim  to  gloomy  melancholy,  leaving  numerous 
devoted  friends  to  lament  his  premature  and  deplo- 
rable death. 

I have  never  been  able  to  feel  fully  the  propriety 
of  panegyric  on  occasions  like  this;  it  excites  little 
or  no  interest  where  the  subject  of  it  is  unknown 
and  cannot  reach  his  ear,  nor  enhance  his  character 
in  the  esteem  of  those  who  knew  his  goodness,  his 
talents  and  his  virtues.  I may  be  indulged,  how- 
ever, in  simply  saying  that  Mr.  Ramsey,  as  a man, 
was  liberal  and  kind — as  a friend,  was  true  and 
faithful.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an  accom- 
plished education,  received  in  this  country;  and  he 
visited  some  of  the  most  famous  places  in  Europe 
in  the  anxious  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  for  the 
improvement  of  his  health. 

Some  time  after  his  return  from  Europe,  he  was, 
in  IS38,  elected  to  the  26th  congress,  and  in  1840 
was  again  returned,  by  a generous  and  enlightened 
constituency,  to  the  27th  congress.  But,  alas!  he 
is  now  no  more.  Pie  died  a high-minded  and  ho- 
norable man. 

Without  making  further  remark,  I ask  the  house 
to  pay  the  customary  tribute  of  respect  to  the  me- 
mory of  a deceased  member,  by  adopting  the  reso- 
lutions which  I hold  in  my  hand,  and  now  send  to 
the  chair: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  house  will 
testily  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  William 
Sterrett  Ramsey,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 

The  speaker  put  the  question  on  these  resolutions, 
and  they  were  agreed  to  without  a dissenting  voice; 
and  thereupon  the  speaker  adjourned  the  house  un- 
til to-morrow’,  12  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  15.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  asked  permis- 
sion of  the  house  to  leport  at  this  time  a bill  making 
pa:tial  appropriations  for  the  service  ofthe  year 
1841;  leave  being  granted,  he  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Jones  then  moved  that  the  house  do  now  go 
into  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill;  which, 
being  agreed  to,  the  speaker  left  the  chair,  and  it 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Briggs.  The  bill  was  then  read, 
and  proposes  to  make  the  following  appropriations. 
For  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  con- 
gress $250,000 

For  pay  of  officers  of  congress,  25,000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate,  25^000 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  house  of  » 

representatives,  100,000 

Mr.  Cushing  proposed  an  amendment,  appropriat- 
ing $12,000  to  pay  the  compensation  allowed  by 
law  to  the  messengers  who  have  brought,  or  may 
bring,  to  the  seat  of  government,  the  electorial  votes 
for  president  and  vice  president  at  the  recent  presi- 
dential election;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a third  time  forthwith.  It  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  resolution  from  the  senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a joint  committee  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  money  appropriated  for  the  library  of  congress, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  taken  up,  consi- 
dered and  adopted. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  that,  in  looking  into  the  printed 
report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  laid  on  his  table 
to-day,  he  had  discovered  what  he  conceived  to  be 
an  error  in  the  print.  The  excess  of  exports  was 
set  down  at  $16,300,000;  it  evidently  should  be 
something  over  forty-three  millions.  He  noticed  it 
that  the  error  might  be  corrected  in  the  extra  num- 
bers of  the  document  which  the  house  had  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  whe- 
ther the  error  was  in  the  print  or  in  the  original? 
If  in  the  original,  the  house  had  no  right  to  correct; 
it  should  be  returned  to  the  secretary  ofthe  treasu- 
ry for  correction. 

Mr.  Briggs  could  not  say  whether  the  error  was 
in  the  original  or  the  print. 


Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said  it  should  be  as- 
certained in  which  copy  the  error  existed;  and  if 
found  to  be  in  the  print,  it  should  be  corrected  as 
matter  of  course. 

After  some  further  desultory  debate,  the  clerk 
was  then  directed  to  cause  the  error  to  be  corrected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house  a list  of  all  curtailments  in  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  made  since  the  adjournment 
of  congress,  with  the  date  when  such  curtailments 
were  made,  and  the  time  when  they  took  effect;  and 
the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  compensation  on  each. 

Mr.  Pctrikin,  at  his  request,  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee  on  the  public  buildings 
and  grounds. 

Mr.  Hand,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  on  Thurs- 
day last,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  establish  a uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
and  to  repeal  all  acts  heietofore  passed  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

The  bill  was  then  introduced  by  Mr.  Hand  and 
was  read  twice  by  its  title;  he  then  moved  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Hand  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  question  on  sending  the  bill  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  taking  pre- 
cedence by  the  rules,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  order- 
ed, and,  being  taken  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
yeas  96,  nays  98.  The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  what  machines,  tools  or  implements, 
if  any  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  used  in  the 
construction  or  repair  of  the  harbors  or  piers  or  other 
public  works  on  the  great  northern  and  western  lakes, 
or  the  waters  connected  therewith,  have  been  sold 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  1S40,  and  the  cost  of 
such  machine’,  implements  ,or  tools,  respectively,  and 
the  price  for  which  they  were  respectively  sold,  and  the 
authority  by  which  such  sales  were  made. 

The  house  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parrish, 
of  Maine,  to  an  election  of  chaplain.  The  vote 
was  taken  viva  voce,  and  resulted  as  follows: 


1st  ballot. 

2d  ballot. 

Rev.  Mr.  Braxton, 

76 

101 

“ “ Bates, 

61 

53 

“ “ Reese, 

30 

16 

“ “ Danforth, 

14 

withdrawn 

“ “ Shaw, 

4 

0 

“ “ Brown, 

1 

0 

Mr.  Braxton  having  received  a majority  of  all 
the  votps  given  was  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  message  from  the 
president,  communicated  to  the  house  a few  days 
ago,  recommending  an  immediate  appropriation  <or 
the  relief  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  sundry 
communications,  viz: 

A letter  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
(Mr.  Selden),  transmitting  copies  of  his  accounts 
for  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  quarters  of  the  year  1839;  the 
accounts  for  the  4th  quarter  and  the  1st  and  2d 
quarters  of  the  present  year  have  not  yet  been  ad- 
justed by  the  accounting  officers;  as  soon  as  they 
are  adjusted,  they  will  be  laid  before  the  house. 
The  letter  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A letter  from  the  first  comptroller  of  (he  treasury, 
accompanied  by  a list  of  balances  which  have  re- 
mained due  more  than  three  years  on  the  books  of 
the  lourth  auditor,  (navy).  Laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  made  under 
the  order  of  the  7th  J lily  last,  calling  on  him  for  the 
amount  of  “expenditures  in  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida,  showing  distinctly  the  various 
items  of  expenditure.”  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  ac- 
companied by  a report  made  in  pursance  of  the  Sth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1831,  for  the 
relief  of  insovent  debtors  to  the  United  States. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  accompanied 
by  statements  of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
contingencies  of  the  various  branches  of  the  war 
department  for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1S40;  amounting  for  the  office  of  the  secretary  to 
$2,587  01;  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  to 
$1,508  87;  commissioner  of  pensions  to  $1,405  78; 
commanding  general  to  $249  91;  adjutant  general 
to  $1,085  63;  quartermaster  general  to  $762  04; 
commissary  general  of  subsistence  to  $2,244  91; 
commissary  general  of  purchases  to  $670  11;  sur- 
geon geneial  to  $513  61;  ordnance  office  to 
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$962  45;  engineer  office  to  $1, 220  16;  topographi- 
cal bureau  to  $1,348  66;  paymaster  general  to 
$446  17;  superintendent  north  west  executive  build- 
ing to  $4,239  16.  These  documents  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  expenditures  in  the  war  de- 
partment. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting the  report  made  to  the  treasury  department 
by  professor  Hassler,  superintendent  of  the  survey 
of  the  coast  and  of  the  work  for  the  fabrication  of 
standard  weights  and  measures,  showing  the  pro- 
gress made  during  the  present  year  in  those  works 
respectively.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
statements  of  the  expenditures  for  contingencies  in 
the  various  offices  of  the  treasury  department  for 
the  year  ending  30th  September  last.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  expenditures  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting an  account  (in  print)  of  the  receipts  and 
expendituresof  the  United  States  for  the  year  1839, 
accompanied  with  many  valuable  statistical  state- 
ments. It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  con- 
tingencies for  the  year  1839:  amounting  for  the  de- 
partment and  for  publishing  the  laws  to  $16,047  41; 
same  for  foreign  papers  and  books  to  £62  13  4 
sterling;  for  the  northeast  executive  building  to 
$3,555  03;  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  to 
$42,963  41.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  expen- 
ditures in  the  department  of  state. 

A letter  from  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a list  of  balances  due  more  than  three 
years  on  the  books  of  the  second  auditor;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A letter  from  the  first  comptroller,  transmitting  a 
list  of  balances  standing  on  the  books  of  the  trea- 
sury more  than  three  years  against  receivers  of 
public  moneys.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  authoris- 
ed to  employ  a clerk,  at  the  ra:e  of  lour  dollars  for  each 
day’s  session,  under  the  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  XV.  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  “and  that  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  be  authorised  to  employ  a clerk 
when  that  committee  may  think  it  necessary,  at  the 
rate  of  four  dollars  per  day.” 

A desultory  debate  arose  on  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing clerks  to  committees,  which  was  partici- 
pated in  by  Mr.  XV.  Cost  Johnson,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr. 
Beatty,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Miss,  and  Mr.  Craig. 

Mr.  Johnson’s  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Russell  was  then  agreed 
to  by  yeas  and  nays — SO  to  65. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  be  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report  to  this  house  a bill  prescribing 
the  nptice  to  be  given  by  the  claimant  in  case  of  a con- 
tested election,  and  regulating  the  manner  of  taking 
testimony  therein,  and  of  authenticating  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  moved  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  house, 
so  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  public  interest, 
copies  of  all  documents  in  the  department  of  state, 
showing  the  origin  of  any  political  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  empire  of  China;  the  first 
appointment  of  a consul  to  reside  at  or  near  Canton; 
whether  such  consul,  or  any  other  subsequently  ap- 
pointed, has  ever  been  received  or  recognised  in  that 
capacity;  and  the  present  relations  between  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  and  that  of  the  Celestial  Em- 
pire. 

This  resolution  was  read,  and,  before  any  ques- 
tion had  been  put  thereon,  the  house  adjourned. 

XVednesday,  Dec.  16.  At  12  o’clock  the  speaker 
took  the  chair,  and  called  for  petitions. 

Mr.  XVinthrop  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  and  underwriters  of  the  port  of  Boston, 
setting  forth  the  insufficiency  of  the  ordinary  reve 
nue  cutters  for  the  New  England  coast,  and  particu- 
larly for  affording  prompt  relief  to  merchant  ves- 
sels in  distress,  and  praying  for  the  substitution  of 
a steam  cutter  on  that  station;  referred  to  the  com- 
rnitte  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Tilhnghast  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Cook,  John  G.  Howe  and  others,  for  duty  on  im- 
ported pins;  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  the  following  me- 
morials and  petitions,  pending  at  former  sessions, 
w ere  referred  anew,  under  the  order  of  this  session, 
viz: 

Memorials  of  Robert  Johnson  and  others,  of  Si- 
mon Dodge  and  others,  of  N.  G.  Rutgers  and  others, 


of  Nicholas  Brown  and  others,  for  a harbor  on  Block 
Island. 

Of  Elisha  Dyer  and  others,  for  removal  of  ob- 
structions in  Providence  river. 

Of  James  Rhodes  and  others,  for  removal  of  ob- 
structions in  Patuxent  harbor. 

Mr.  Giinnell  presented  sundry  peiitions,  viz: 

A petition  of  Seth  Driggs,  praying  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  government  in  relation  to  a claim  on 
the  Colombian  government.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs. 

Three  petitions  from  citizens  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing for  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  bill;  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Simonton  presented  a memorial  signed  by 
members  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  asking 
congress  adequately  to  encourage  the  production  of 
silk;  and  to  assess  such  reasonable  duties  on  the 
foreign  importations  of  silk  in  all  their  forin3  as 
would  enable  the  government  to  collect  a fair  pro- 
portion of  its  revenue  from  that  source. 

Mr.  Doty  presented  sundry  petitions,  viz: 

Petition  of  R.  C.  Paine  and  others,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation for  a harbor  at  Racine,  in  Wiskonsin. 

Proceedings  of  a meeting  in  the  town  of  Finch,  in 
favor  of  a harbor  at  Milwaukee. 

Memorial  of  citizens  of  Wiskonsin,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
Neenah  river. 

Mr.  IV.  Cost  Johnson  presented  a memorial  sign- 
ed by  a very  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington for  a renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  This  memorial  was,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  J.  read  to  the  house,  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a joint  committee  on  enrolled  bills  be 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  rules  of  the  two 
houses. 

Messrs.  Burke  and  Naylor  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  ot  the  house. 

Mr.  Mark  A.  Cooper  asked  leave  to  offer  resolu- 
tions; which  was  granted.  He  then  introduced  his 
resolutions,  which  were  read  and  adopted,  and  are 
as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  communicate 
to  this  huuse,  at  as  early  a day  as  may  be  convenient 
to  the  department,  a list  of  the  reservations  under  the 
Creek  treaty  of  March,  1832,  which  remain  unsold,  to- 
gether with  the  valuations  thereof,  made  under  the 
authority  of  governor  Carroll,  former  agent,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  making  such  valuations,  the  time 
at  which  the  same  was  made,  and  the  remarks  of  the 
valuers  in  each  case. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  report  to  this 
house  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  settlement 
of  the  conflicting  claims  for  Creek  reservations  between 
J.  C.  Watson  & Co-  and  qther  claimants;  at  what  lime 
a special  commissioner  Was  appointed  to  adjudicate  the 
same;  who  is  the  person  appointed;  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived his  per  diem  pay,  and  at  what  rate,  since  his 
appointment,  and  at  what  time  his  duties,  under  said 
commission,  will  probably  be  brought  to  a close. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  and  other  documents  which 
were  before  congress  at  the  last  session,  relating  to 
he  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonial  possessions,  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  loteign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dellet,  of  Alabama,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
lime  for  completing  the  census  in  those  states  or  dis- 
tricts where  the  same  has  been  prevented  by  sickness 
or  other  causes  which  the  officers  having  that  duty  in 
charge  could  not  control. 

Tne  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Adams  yesterday, 
came  up,  in  order,  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Adams  explained  the  object  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  information  sought  to  be  obtained  by 
his  resolution. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  resolution 
was  modified  so  as  to  insert  “ other  departments”  af- 
ter department  of  stale;  and,  H3  modified,  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  house, 
so  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  public  interest, 
copies  of  all  documents  in  the  department  of  state,  and 
other  departments,  showing  the  origin  of  any  political 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  empire  of 
China;  the  first  appointment  of  a consul  to  reside  at  or 
near  Canton;  whether  such  consul,  or  any  other  subse- 
quently appointed,  has  ever  been  received  or  recognised 
in  that  capacity;  and  the  present  relations  between  the 
government  ot'  the  United  States  and  that  of  the  Ce- 
lestial Empire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pelnkint  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
fees  and  emoluments  of  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  directing  such  fees  and  emoluments,  be- 
yond a limited  amount,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury. 

The  speaker  thru  called  the  states  for  resolutions, 
when 


Mr.  Clifford,  a3ked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  the  state  ol  Maine,  on  account  of  the  services  of 
her  militia.  The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  comraitlee  on  military  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house  what  “subordinate  cus- 
tom house  officers  have  been  dispensed  with  within  the 
period  of  two  years’’  last  past,  to  which  he  refers  in  his 
late  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances;  and  what  had 
been  the  rate  of  compensation  previously  paid  to  those 
officers  for  their  services.  And  also  what  additional 
number  of  custom  house  officers  has  been  appointed  or 
employed  within  the  same  period,  in  the  several  collec- 
tion districts  in  the  United  States,  and  at  what  rate3 
of  compensation,  with  the  dates  of  their  appointment 
and  employment  respectively.  Also,  in  what  cases 
and  to  what  extent  “the  compensation  of  officers  and 
light  house  keepers  has  been  reduced.’’  And  also,  in 
what  cases  (if  any)  the  compensation  to  any  officer  in 
his  department  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  cus- 
toms, or  otherwise,  has  been  increased.  And  that  he 
present  the  required  information  in  such  tabular  form 
as  to  exhibit  the  comparative  number  of  officers  and 
the  amount  of  their  compensation  in  each  collection 
district,  at  the  commencement  and  close  of  the  said 
period  of  two  years  next  preceding  the  date  of  the  said 
late  annual  report  on  the  finances,  and  also  the  relative 
cost  of  collecting  the  revenue  from  customs  to  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  in  each  of  the  last  two 
years,  compared  with  the  cost  of  collection  and  amount 
collected  annually,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1825. 
And  that  he  also  inform  this  house  what  officers  “now 
employed  in  the  collection  of  duties,  whose  further  ser- 
vices it  has  been  believed  could  be  safely  dispensed 
with,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  late  years,  at 
the  different  places  where  they  are  stationed,  may  be 
discontinued,  whose  offices  cannot  be  abolished  with- 
out new  legislation.” 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house  under  what  superintendence 
the  custom  houses  in  New  York  and  Boston,  respec- 
tively, are  being  constructed,  the  number  and  names  of 
the  commissioners  employed  to  superintend  the  con- 
struction of  said  custom  houses,  the  time  they  have 
been  so  employed,  and  the  compensation  paid  to  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushi/,g,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  provision  by  law  for  the  trial  of  crimes  in  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States;  also,  further  provi- 
sion for  the  institution  of  civil  and  admiralty  powers  in 
said  courts. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Tillinghast  on  the 
10th  inst.  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  report  to  the  house  how  far  and  in  what  manner 
the  sub-treasury  law  passed  at  the  last  session  has 
been  carried  into  execution,  was  called  up  by  the 
mover. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  thought  the  resolution  would  cut 
out  work  enough  for  all  the  clerks  in  the  depart- 
ment for  the  whole  session.  He  opposed  it  because 
he  believed  it  unnecessary,  as  the  information,  if 
obtained,  would  have  no  effect  on  any  proceedings 
which  might  take  place  in  the  house  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a repeal  of  the  sub-treasury. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  explained  the  resolution,  and 
showed  the  value  of  the  information  asked  for,  and 
its  pertinency  to  questions  upon  which  the  house 
may,  and  probably  will,  be  called  to  vote;  in  his  re- 
marks he  spoke  of  the  judgment  of  the  people  upon 
the  sub  treasury  law. 

Mr.  Duncan  denied  that  the  issue  upon  the  sub- 
treasury question  had  been  put  to  the  people  in  the 
late  elections,  and  said  that  no  whig  had  been  elect- 
ed to  the  next  congress  on  that  issue;  that  it  was 
not,  nor  was  any  other  public  measure  the  leading 
principle  upon  which  the  presidential  election  had 
been  decided;  for  that  gen.  Harrison  himself,  when 
questioned,  had  refused  to  answer. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  that  the  question  of  the  sub- 
treasury had  been  put  in  issue  in  at  least  one  dis- 
trict, and  that  that  district  was  the  district  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  that  he  believed  one  Mr.  Pendleton 
could  give  testimony  on  that. point. 

Mr.  Duncan  positively  denied  that  any  such  issue 
had  been  made  in  the  Cincinnati  district. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for. 

A call  of  the  house  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  To - 
land,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  when 

Mr.  Galbraith  withdrew  his  motion  to  lie  on  the 
table;  and  it  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr. 
Beatty. 

The  call  of  the  house  was  then  renewed  by  Mr. 
Toland. 

The  question  was  put,  when  there  appeared  for 
the  call  23,  against  it  56. 

A quorum  did  not  vote;  the  question  was  there- 
fore not  decided. 

Mr.  Hopkins  then  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  carried;  and  the  house  adjourned; 
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The  alpaca.  An  attempt  is  making  to  naturalize 
in  Great  Britain,  an  animal  of  the  Liama  tribe,  called 
the  alpaca,  a native  of  the.  Cordelleras  or  mortmain 
districts  of  Peru.  Its  wool  is  of  extreme  fineness  and 
is  exceedingly  valuable.  Importations  of  it  have  al- 
ready taken  place  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of 
pounds,  and  manufactured.  The  fabric  is  said  to  be 
equally  fine  with  silk.  An  English  print  says  of  this 
animal; 

“It  is  used  as  deer  in  the  parks  of  the  Spanish  gran- 
dees in  Peru,  and  its  flesh  is  equal  to  any  venison.— 
Some  are  white,  others  brown  and  mottled.  The  al- 
paca does  not  perspire  as  sheep  do,  and  therefore  re- 
quires no  smearing,  which  will  be  an  immense  saving 
to  the  Scotch  farmer;  and  the  heavy  coat  of  wool  on  its 
body  (fine  as  silk)  is  sufficient  protection  in  the  Peru- 
vian mountains,  where  deluges  of  rain  fall  four  months 
in  the  summer  season.  The  alpaca  lives  under  the 
line  of  perpetual  snow,  which  proves  that  a cold  climate 
is  congenial  to  them  even  in  winter.  It  feeds  on  “zeho,’’ 
a kind  of  withered  grass  which  grows  on  all  mountains 
above  a certain  ahitude,  proving  that  they  will  exist 
where  sheep  will  not.  Supplies  of  the  animal  were  at 
Glasgow  for  sale,  and  we  believe  lord  Breadalbane 
bought  some  to  try  on  his  estate  at  Taymouth,  where 
the  cappercailzie  already  flourishes.  There  were,  also, 
samples  of  the  raw  alpaca  silky  wool,  assorted  black, 
(without  dye)  white,  red,  brown,  foxy,  gray,  mottled, 
&c.  No  animal  grease  is  in  this  wool — illustrative  that 
the  animal  requires  no  washing  before  shearing,  and 
the  wool  can  at  present  be  sold  at  20d.  per  lb.  During 
the  panic  of  1837,  when  Highland  wool  sold  at3|d.  per 
lb.  upwards  of  1,000,000  lbs.  of  alpaca  realised  2s.  anti 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Different  kinds  of  manufacture  from 
alpaca,  in  imitation  of  silk — some  black  as  jet,  (without 
dye)  others  while,  colored,  dyed  and  wove  in  great  va- 
riety of  figures — can  be  manufactured  at  one-third  the 
price  of  silk,  and  is  said  by  the  manufacturer  to  be  three 
times  more  valuable  than  Scotch  wool. 

Artificial  lake.  The  Cleveland  Herald  says  that 
the  grand  canal  reservoir  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  co- 
vers 13,000  acres  of  land,  the  water  from  4 to  27  feet 
deep.  It  is  said  to  be  the  largest  artificial  lake  in  the 
world. 

Bank  arrangements  for  resumption.  The  New 
York  American  of  the  8th  Dec.  says;  “The  arrange- 
ment with  the  Philadelphia  banks  is  perfected.  The 
subscription  by  banks  was  to  the  amount  of  $550,000, 
and  by  five  individuals  or  firms,  the  balance  of  250,000 
dollars  was  made  up.  The  resumption  in  Pennsylvania 
will,  we  presume,  be  slid  into  gradually,  without  nam- 
ing any  particular  day,  and  without  perceptible  diffi- 
culty.’’ 

The  New  York  Express  says  that  the  following  are 
the  particulars  as  far  as  known  of  the  loan  made  in 


that  city  to  the  Philadelphia  banks: 

Certain  New  York  banks,  $005,000 

Prime,  Ward  & King,  50,000 

George  Griswold,  50,000 

J.  Brown,  (for  Brown,  Brothers  &.  Co.)  50,000 
Nevins  & Townsend,  25,000 

John  Ward  & Co.  25,000 


$805,000 

Banks  in  Florida.  The  grand  jury  for  the  district 
of  East  Florida  have  presented,  among  other  matters, 
the  present  condition  of  the  banks  in  Florida.  But  three 
banks  are  now  pretending  to  be  in  operation:  the  Bank 
of  Pensacola,  the  Southern  Life  and  Trust  Co.  arid  the 
Union  bank;  all  the  others  have  become  extinct.  The 
faith  bonds  issued  to  these  banks  are  presented  as  null 
and  void,  and  the  legislature  is  urged  to  take  immediate 
measures  to  cancel  them. 


Coal  trade.  The  shipments  of  coal  from  the 
Schuylkill  during  the  present  year  have  been  four  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  tons ! — furnishing  steady  and 
profitable  employment  to  a large  number  of  coasting 
vessels,  besides  the  thousands  of  persons  engaged  in 
mining  and  transporting  it  from  the  mines  to  the  sea- 
board. 

The  coal  trade  and  canal  tolls.  The  operations  of 
forwarding  this  now  indispensable  staple  from  the 
mines,  is  about  closing  for  the  season.  The  supplies 
brought  down  the  Schuylkill  canal  this  year  have  been 
423,737  tons.  From  the  Lehigh  222,008  tons,  and  from 
Ihe-farcfcawanna  142,000  tons'.  Two  companies  have 
just  commenced  sending  coal  from  the  Lehigh  mines — 
namely,  the  Buck  Mountain  and  Tamanend.  The 
works  of  the  Buck  Mountain  company  are  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  rail  road  is  four  miles  in  length,  passing 
through  two  tunnels,  one  of  which  is  already  complet- 
ed, and  the  other  is  in  such  a state  of  forwardness  that 
they  expect  to  bring  down  from  30  to  50,000  tons  of 
coal  next  year.  The  Tamanend  mines  are  seventeen 
miles  from  the  Lehigh,  and  their  coal  is  brought  on  the 
Calawissa  rail  road,  on  a descending  grade  thirteen 
miles,  and  four  miles  on  the  Beaver  Meadow  rail  road 
to  the  landing.  These  mines  belong  to  the  Morris  ca- 
nal company,  and  the  next  season  it  is  intended  to 
bring  down  a considerable  quantity  of  this  staple. 
The  shipments  on  the  Lehigh  this  year  will  probably 
exceed  those  of  any  former  year.  The  largest  supply 
ever  brought  down  in  one  year  was  225,937  tons,  in 
1837.  In  addition  to  the  coal  brought  down  the  Lehigh 
this  season,  about  fifteen  millions  leet  of  lumber  have 
passed  by  this  route. 

On  the  Schuylkill  navigation  the  tolls  received  this 
season,  to  the  27th  November,  amount  to  $459,069. — 
On  the  Lehigh  to  about  $160,000  and  on  the  Union 
canal  to  $110,855.  Next  year  the  indications  are  in 
favor  of  a greatly  increased  business  in  coal.  On  the 
Susquehanna  there  has  been  considerable  activity  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  season,  chiefly  for  the  supply 
of  the  anthracite  furnaces  erected  this  year. 

[Phil.  Com.  List. 


Cotton  market.  Liverpool  dates  of  the  9th  No- 
vember, represent  the  trade  as  dull  at  previous  quota- 
tions. 

New  Orleans,  December  7.  A fair  demand,  2,500 
bales  went  off  at  full  prices — holders  ask  an  advance, 
but  it  had  not  been  submitted  to. 

Amongst  the  sales,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  360 
bales,  at  10  j;  600  do.  at  8;  100  do.  at  8;  72  do.  at  9;  and 
112  do.  at  SJ.  For  curiosity’s  sake,  we  would  mention 
that  14  cents  was  refused  to-day  for  a part  of  a well 
known  fancy  crop. 

The  Red  River  Whig  of  the  21st,  re-asserts  its  for- 
mer belief,  that  the  cotton  crop  of  that  section,  will  not 
be  one-half  as  large  as  that  of  last  year.  It  says  infor- 
mation derived  from  all  parts  of  the  country  confirm  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion. 

Cotton  factories.  There  are  in  Mexico  11  cotton 
factories  established  by  foreigners,  the  location  and 
product  of  which  are  as  follows: 

In  Puebla  there  are  5 cotton  factories, 

making  per  day,  4,700  lbs.  yarn. 

Oriyard,  1 2 300  “ 

Xalapa,  1 800  “ 

Mexico,  4 2,000  “ 

Other  places,  200  “ 


Exchange.  New  York  on  London  8^;  on  France 
5 16|;  on  Breman  78;  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg 
36 1;  on  Philadelphia  If;  Baltimore  If;  Richmond  2; 
Charleston  lfalf;  Raleigh  3;  Savannah  4;  Augusta 
6;  Columbus  6|;  Macon  12,-  Milledgeville  15;  Mobile 
4f;  N.  Orleans  ff;  Nashville  8;  Louisville  4;  Cincin- 
nati 3fa4;  Indiana  5;  Illinois  6;  Natchez  25;  St. Louis 
5|a6;  Michigan  6. 


T he  rev.  John  Breckinridge,  D.  D.  of  New  Orleans, 
has  been  elected  to  the  presidency  of  Oglethorp  univer- 
sity, in  the  place  of  the  rev.  C.  P.  Bemart,  resigned. 

Bible.  There  is  at  present  in  the  possession  of  a 
Mrs.  Parkes,  of  Golden  Square,  London,  a copy  of 
Maclin’s  Bible,  in  45  large  folio  volumes,  illustrated 
with  nearly  7,000  engravings,  from  the  age  of  Michael 
Angelo  to  that  of  Reynolds  and  West.  The  work  also 
contains  about  200  original  drawings  of  vigneits  by 
Loutherbourgh.  The  prints  and  etchings  include  the 
works  of  RafFaelle,  Marc  Antonio,  Algert  Durer,  Cal- 
lot,  Rembrandt  and  other  masters,  consisting  of  repre- 
sentations of  nearly  every  fact,  circumstance  and  object 
mentioned  in  the  holy  scriptures.  There  are,  moreover, 
designs  of  trees,  plants,  flowers,  quadrupeds,  birds,  fishes 
and  insects,  such,  besides  fossils,  as  have  been  adduced 
in  proof  of  an  universal  deluge.  The  most  authentic 
scripture  atlases  are  bound  up  with  the  volumes.  The 
Bible  was  the  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Bowyer,  the  pub- 
lisher, who  corrected  and  arranged  the  engravings, 
etchings  and  drawings,  at  great  expense  and  labor — 
and  he  is  said  to  have  been  engaged  upwards  of  30 
years  in  rendering  it  perfect.  It  was  insured  in  the 
AJbion  insurance  office  for  £3,000. 

Canals.  The  Tide  Water  canal  closed  on  the  5th 
inst.  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  on  the  same 
day. 

Canal  tolls.  The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  N. 
York  state  canals  in  the  fourth  week  in  November  is 
twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and 
thirty-seven  cents,  and  during  the  month  of  November, 
is  two  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars  and  nine  cents. 


Flour,  remains  generally  at  the  prices  last  quoted. 

Michigan  flour.  41 ,896  barrels  of  flour  were  con- 
veyed on  the  Central  rail  road  during  the  year  ending 
Nov.  30th,  1840,  from  Ann  Arbor,  Ypsilanti,  Wayne 
and  Dearborn  to  Detroit.  The  Detriot  Daily  Adver- 
tiser of  the  2d  inst.  states  that  immense  quantities  of 
flour  will  be  stored  in  that  place  this  winter,  for  the 
eastern  spring  trade.  The  wagon  price  the  previous 
week  was  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  barrel. 

Fire.  The  Fredericksburg  Union  manufacturing 
company’s  buildings  were  nearly  destroyed  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  inst.  There  was  insurances  to  the 
amount  of  $19,600,  but  the  loss  of  the  company  as 
well  as  of  the  community  will  be  severe. 

Gen.  Harrison,  we  understand,  is  expected  to  leave 
home  for  Virginia  the  latter  part  of  this  month.  He 
will  spend  the  month  of  January  with  his  friends  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  and  repair  to  Washington  in  Fe- 
bruary, to  be  ready  on  the  4th  of  March  to  enter  upon 
the  dutiesof  the  important  office  to  which  the  people 
have  elevated  him.  [ Maysville  Eagle. 

Hosea  .1.  Levis,  late  cashier  of  the  Schuylkill  bank. 
Philadelphia,  or  by  whose  rascality  hundreds  of  fami- 
lies in  comfortable  circumstances  have  been  made 
destitute,  was  in  this  city  a few  days  since.  He  regis- 
tered his  name  as  FI.  Miller,  at  the  city  hotel.  Lie  did 
not  tarry  long;  and  is  understood  to  have  taken  his 
departure  for  New  Orleans  in  the  steamboat  Meteor. 

[St.  Louis  New  Era. 

The  Mexican  congress  passed,  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber, a law  to  the  following  effect.  That  the  government 
is  authorised  to  contract  a loan  of  $2,000,000,  pledging 
for  the  payment  thereof  the  18  per  cent,  duty;  ancTthe 


president  may  issue  bonds  for  that  amount,  which  shall 
be  sold  to  the  best  bidder,  within  thirty  days — two- 
thirds  of  the  proceeds  of  said  loan  to  be  expended  in 
acquiring  a marine  and  other  necessaries  for  prosecut- 
ing the  war  against  Texas. 

Massachusetts  census.  The  population  of  Massa- 
chusetts, as  ascertained  by  the  new  censuses  737,786. 

Michigan  census.  Free  white  persons — 113,104 
males — 97,897  females — total  whites — 211,001. 

Free  colored  persons — 384  males — 319  females. 

Siavesl.  Total  colored  704.  Grand  total  211,704. 

There  are  in  the  state — 57,793  agriculturists,  and 
31,153  youths  at  school. 

Comparative  statement. 


Population  in  1810  4,762 

“ 1820  S,S96 

“ 1830  31,639* 

“ 1840  211,704 


The  increase  of  the  last  ten  years  is  quite  remarka- 
ble. 

New  York  census.  The  population  of  the  state  is 
found  to  be  2,429,481,  being  an  increase  of  510  873 
since  1830.  The  number  of  colored  persons  is  49,965. 

Rail  roads.  There  are  3,319  miles  of  rail  road 
constructed  and  in  use, in  the  United  States,  construct- 
ed at  a cost  of  about  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
yielding  an  average  revenue  of  about  five  and  a half 
percent.  1,802  miles  more  are  in  progress  of  com- 
pletion; and  the  whole  number  of  miles  projected,  in- 
cluding finished,  unfinished,  and  routes  examined,  is 
nearly  ten  thousand. 

Schoolmasters  wanted.  The  Richmond  Whig 
slates  that  the  census  of  Virginia,  judging  from  partial 
returns,  will  in  all  likelihood  show  full  fifty  thousand 
white  adults  in  that  state  who  cannot  react!  The  whole 
number  of  votes  given  at  the  late  presidential  election 
was  about  84,000,  being  30,000  more  than  were  ever 
polled  before. 

In  the  state  of  New  York  there  are,  according  to  the 
census  just  taken,  forty-three  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-one  white  persons  over  20  years  of  age 
who  can  neither  read  nor  write.  Most  of  these  the 
Commercial  Chronicle  presumes  to  be  foreigners,  inas- 
much as  there  are  no  less  than  10  876  primary  and 
common  schools  in  operation,  at  which  more  than  half 
a million  of  children  are  attending,  according  to  the 
census. 

It  is  stated  in  an  address  by  bishop  Smith,  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  in  Kentucky;  that  of  the 
140,000  children  of  the  proper  age  to  go  to  school,  in 
that  slate,  only  about  32,000  are  receiving  an  educa- 
tion. Fie  further  states  that  it  costs  about  as  much  to 
educate  the  32,000,  under  the  present  system,  as  it 
would  to  educate  the  whole  140,000  under  the  common 
school  system. 

South  Carolina.  A bill  had  been  introduced  into 
the  house  of  representatives  of  this  state  to  alter  and 
amend  the  1st  and  2d  sections  of  the  2d  article  of  the 
constitution  of  the  state,  so  as  to  give  the  election  of  go- 
vernor to  the  people;  and  also  a bill  to  give  the  election 
of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  people. 

Sugar.  New  Orleans,  Dec.  7.  The  sugar  market 
to-day  was  very  active,  and  about  500  hhds.  were  dis- 
posed of  from  the  levee,  at  very  full  prices,  within 
the  range  of  our  quotations,  which  we  place  at  4|  to 
for  extreme  qualities. 

Some  of  the  sugar  planters  of  Cuba  have  adopted 
the  method  of  Mons.  Degrand,  ot  Fiance,  of  boiling 
the  juice  of  the  cane  in  a vacuum,  by  which  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  is  increased  full  ten  per  cent,  over  the 
other  method. 

Sugar  crop.  The  New  Orleans  Courier  of  the  1st 
December  says:  “We  have  conversed  with  inhabitants 
of  the  bayou  Lafourche,  as  well  as  one  or  two  petsons 
residing  in  the  river  parishes  where  cane  is  cultivated, 
and  they  all  agree  that  the  cold  weather  of  last  week 
will  have  the  effect  of  destroying  all  the  outstanding 
cane.  If  those  persons  are  to  be  relied  on,  and  they 
pass  for  men  of  veracity,  then  will  this  year’s  sugar 
making  fall  off  60,000  hhds.  and  our  planters  lose 
three  millions  of  dollars.’’ 

Temperance  roll.  A gentleman  who  lately  visited 
Cork,  says,  “I  was  disappointed  in  my  wish  to  meet 
Father  Mathew,  who  was  in  Dublin  where  he  had  en- 
rolled great  numbers.  1 looked  over  the  books  at  his 
home.  They  are  very  neatly  kept,  and  resemble  large 
ledgers.  The  number  registered  was  above  one  millon 
and  a half;  and,  there  are  immense  numbers  taken  in 
the  country  and  registered.  I believe  the  total  maybe 
fairly  stated  at  two  millions  and  a half. 

Tobacco.  The  inspections  in  Baltimore  last  week, 
327  hhds.;  of  which  279  were  from  Mar;  land,  and  the 
balance  Ohio. 

Wild  horses  and  cattle  were  so  numerous  in 
Maryland,  as  late  as  the  year  1720,  that  it  was  a busi- 
ness to  pursue  and  take  them.  There  was  at  that 
time,  a settlement  of  Indians  on  the  Monococy. 

*Excluding  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  then  a part  of 
Michigan,  the  population  in  1S30  was  28,600.  The  in- 
crease for  the  last  ten  years  therefore  has  been  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  per  cent..'  This  far  exceeds  the 
increase  in  any  other  state  of  the  union.  The  state 
will  be  entitled  certainly  to  three,  and  probably  four 
representatives  in  congress: 
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NILES’ NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

The  following  communication,  which  we  find  in 
the  Baltimore  American , of  the  22d  instant,  bears  a 
testimony  in  behalf  of  Hezekiah  Niles,  the  ori- 
ginal editor  of  the  Register,  which  gives  it  a claim 
upon  us  for  an  insertion.  We  know  not  the  author, 
but  take  leave  to  assure  him,  that  whilst  the  vo- 
lumes compiled  and  published  by  our  venerated 
predecessor,  have  done  nothing  but  justice  to  the 
distinguished  individual  to  w hom  his  communica- 
tion alludes,  yet,  whenever  examined  with  equal 
industry,  in  search  of  information  relative  toother 
prominent  public  men  of  this  country,  w ho  have 
acted  within  the  period  of  its  publication,  their 
doings  and  sayings  will  be  found  no  less  faithfully 
“ registered ” in  its  pages,  as  though  they  too  had 
been  especially  in  tile  view  of  the  editor. — It  is  a 
trait  that  essentially  belongs  to  the  character  of  the 
work,  and  contributes  greatly  to  its  intrinsic  value. 

To  the  editors  of  the  American. 

Gentlemen:  I see  by  the  Philadelphia  papers 
that  public  dinners  have  been  tendered  to  J.  Wash- 
ington Tyson,  esq.  author  of  A life  of  Harrison , 
and  gen.  John  C.  Montgomery,  the  compiler  ol 
The  Tippecanoe  Almanac,  as  testimonials  of  the 
gratitude  of  their  fellow  citizens  for  their  efforts  in 
behalf  of  Harrison  and  reform.  These  gentlemen 
are  most  w orthy  of  such  distinguished  marks  of  fa- 
vor— lor  their  writings  and  personal  efforts  exerted 
great  influence  during  the  campaign. 

But  while  our  political  brelhren  in  Philadelphia 
are  thus  honoring  the  early  and  active  friends  ol 
Harrison  in  that  city  lor  their  brochures,  we  seem 
to  have  forgotton  that  Maryland  is  not  only  en 
tilled  to  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  to  nomi- 
nate gen.  Harrison  for  the  presidency,  but  that  a 
citizen  of  Baltimore  furnished  the  materials  on  which 
all  the  biographies  of  that  distinguished  individual 
are  based,  and  by  which  every  slander  upon  his  re- 
putation was  repelled. 

1 allude  to  the  late  Hezekiah  Niles,  the  editor 
of  Niles  Register,  whose  zeal  in  collecting  and  re- 
cording facts  and  events  in  relation  to  gen.  Harri- 
son during  and  since  the  war,  and  patriotism  in 
commending  his  brilliant  achievements  to  the  ap- 
plause of  the  country  left  a record  which  defies  the 
assaults  of  malice  and  of  time.  Indeed,  I have 
sometimes  been  impressed  with  the  conviction, 
when  reading  the  mass  of  testimony  compiled  by 
the  younger  Niles  from  the  Register  and  published 
as  a Text  Book,  that  Hezekiah  Niles  was  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  the  day  was  not 
far  distant  when  general  Harrison  would  be  a 
candidate  for  the  liiuhest  office  in  the  gift  of  his 
countrymen,  and  that  such  testimony  would  be  re- 
quired to  repel  the  assaults  of  the  malevolent.  It 
was  a similar  impression,  pprhaps,  which  induced 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  distinguished  orators 
who  addressed  the  people  during  the  late  campaign, 
to  declare  from  the  public  stand,  when  alluding  to 
the  testimony  of  The  Text  Book,  that  “if  Hezekiah 
Niles  had  left  behind  him  no  other  evidences 
of  his  patriotism  and  love  ofconntry,  that  that  alone 
should  cause  his  memory  to  be  held  in  grateful  re- 
membrance by  every  lover  of  civil  liberty.” 

A very  Old  Citizen. 

Vo i.  IX— Su;  17. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

By  the  packet  ship  Sheridan  arrived  at  N.  York 
on  the  18th — London  dates  to  the  14th,  and  Paris 
to  the  11th  Nov.  were  received. 

The  pacific  disposition  of  Louis  Phillippe  was 
sustained  by  the  chambers.  The  ministerial  can- 
didate for  presidency  was  sustained  by  a decided 
vote. 

M.  Sauzet,  220  votes. 

M.  Odillon  Barrot,  154 

M.  Thiers,  4 

M.  Berreyer,  M.  Dupliin  and  M.  Dufaure,  one 
each. 

In  the  minor  elections  of  vice  presidents  and  se 
cretaries,  the  cabinet  were  equally  successful.  The 
lour  vice  presidents  elected  w'ere  MT  Calmon,  M. 
Dufaure,  M . Jacqueminot  and  M.  Salvandy. 

The  intelligence  from  China  is  not  later  than  we 
have  direct. 

From  India  i(  is  both  later  and  disastrous,  to  the 
British  in  the  extreme. 

The  London  Morning  Post  of  the  10th,  says:  The 
miserable  results  of  the  premature  withdiawal  of 
our  troops  from  Scinde  and  Aff'ghanistan  are  now 
being  repeated.  In  the  interval  that  had  elapsed 
since  the  departure  of  the  previous  mail  from  Bom- 
bay accounts  had  been  received  there  of  the  Bri- 
tish arms  having  sustained  more  reverses,  and  of 
the  loss  of  a greater  number  of  officers  and  men 
than  during  the  whole  of  the  Caboul  campaign. 

Klielat,  the  strong  hold,  which  general  Willshire 
captured  in  such  gallant  style,  has  been  retaken; 
the  whole  of  Upper  Scinde  was  in  a state  of  insur 
rection,  and  every  day  intelligence  of  fresh  disas- 
ters was  received  at  Bombay.  The  1st  Bombay 
grenadier  regiment  had  been  nearly  cut  to  pieces 
in  an  engagement  with  the  Belooches,  w hen  march- 
ing through  a pass  in  the  mountains  to  the  relief  of 
Kahun. 

Five  officers  and  200  men  were  killed,  and  all  Ihe 
baggage,  consisting  of  upwards  of  1,000  camels, 
laden  with  supplies,  horses,  ammunition  and  be- 
tween 40,000  and  50,000  rupees  in  hard  cash,  fell  a 
prey  to  the  Belooches.  “Such,”  sa3’s  our  corres- 
pondent “is  the  effect  of  the  premature  withdrawal 
of  our  troops  from  tile  country,  such  the  result  pre- 
dicted by  the  duke  of  Wellington  more  than  a year 
and  a half  ago,  of  the  foolish  attempt  to  conduct 
extensive  warlike  operations  on  a peace  establish- 
ment.” Vigorous  efforts  w’ere  making  at  Bombay 
to  retrieve  the  disasters,  brought  about  entirely  by 
lord  Auckland’s  penny- w ise  and  pound  foolish  mea- 
sures. 

Dost  Mahomed  Khan  was  still  at  large,  and  there 
were  strong  suspicions  that  the  Aineers  of  Linell 
and  other  native  chiefs  were  infringing  against  the 
British  government. 

The  Khan  of  Chiva  had  liberated  all  the  Russian 
slaves  in  his  dominions,  and  lieut.  Shakspeaie  had 
offered  to  conduct  them  to  the  Russian  frontier. 

An  army  of  observation  was  to  assemble  on  the 
frontiers  of  Nepatil. 

Later.  Just  as  our  paper  was  prepared  for 
press,  (a  tJaJ'  earlier  than  usual,  in  order  to  have 
the  enjoyment  of  Christmas),  the  mail  brings  us  in- 
formation of  tlie  arrival  of  the  steamer  Acadia  at 
Boston  on  the  21st  instant,  bringing  London  and 
Liverpool  papers  to  the  4th;  twenty-one  days  later 
than  heretofore  received. 

The  steamer  President  arrived  at  Liverpool  on 
the  27th  November.  Gieat  uneasiness  was  felt  at 
her  delay,  and  ten  guineas  per  cent,  was  paid  to 
Lloyds  lo  insure  her.  She  is  to  leave  for  N.  York 
on  the  10th  of  February. 

Peace  in  Europe  is  considered  as  established. 

Money  remains  in  demand  in  England,  but  ex- 
change with  tlie  continent  was  more  favorable,  and 
times  were  confidently  expected  to  improve. 

The  Bank  of  England  on  the  26lh  Nov.  adver- 
tised to  make  loans  at  5 per  cent,  on  Jaills  not 
having  more  than  6 months  to  run,  and  other  banks 
were  discounting  at  the  same  rate. 

The  failure  of  Ihe  house  of  Wright  & Co.  Lon- 
don, caused  considerable  excitement.  They  had 
dabbled  considerably  in  tlie  fancy  speculations  at 
New  York.  They  exhibit  assets  to  the  value  of 
£500,000 — liabilities  8 to  900,000. 

The  feeling  in  relation  to  American  securities 
was  kinder,  and  prices  slightly  K tter,  but  opera- 
tions were  suspended,  waiting  lor  tlie  turn  here — 


in  relation  to  tlie  resuming  specie  payments.  Quo- 
tations will  be  found  in  the  Chronicle  page. 

Mr.  Jaudon  on  his  arrival  in  England,  published 
an  account  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States 
bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

Assets,  including  $2,890,388  37  in 

specie  $76,13S,693  07 

Liabilities,  including  12,600,000 
loans  in  Europe,  and  5,427,768 
due  to  other  banks  73,811,491  49 

Surplus,  $3,327,201  58 

A Princess.  Queen  Victoria,  on  the  21th  Nov. 
just  nine  months  and  eleven  days  after  her  mar- 
riage, blessed  her  fond  subjects  with  an  heiress  to 
tlie  thorne  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  “quite  as  well 
as  could  be  expected.”  She  had  recovered  so  far 
as  to  be  able  to  attacli  her  signature  to  official  pa- 
pers. Tlie  infant  was  to  be  christened  after  the 
name  of  her  mother,  Alexandkina  Victoria, 
soon  after  the  meeting  of  parliament. 

There  is  no  later  intelligence  from  China.  The 
blockade  of  Canton  has  been  officially  promulgated 
in  Europe. 

Recognition  of  Texan  independence.  The  Lon- 
don Times  of  Nov.  18th  says:  “A  commercial  trea- 
ty between  Great  Britain  and  tlie  republic  oi'Texas 
was  signed  at  the*foreign  office  on  Monday  evening 
by  lord  Palmerston  and  general  James  Hamilton, 
the  envoy  from  that  republic.  This  convention, 
entered  into  on  the  basis  of  perfect  reciprocity,  of 
couise  recognises  ipso  facto,  the  independence  of 
the  new  republic,  which  is  now  extricated  on  the 
one  hand  from  the  dominion  of  Mexico,  and  on  the 
other,  from  the  danger  of  incorporation  with  the 
American  union.  It  implies  also,  unless  lord  Pal- 
merston should  have  neglected  all  the  precautions 
usual  in  such  cases,  the  belief  that  Texas  is  able  to 
maintain  her  independence.” 

Arthur  Aiken,  esq.  of  London,  who  came  out  in 
the  Acadia,  is  the  bearer  of  the  despatches  announc- 
ing the  official  recognition  by  Great  Britain  ol  the 
independence  of  Texas.  General  Hamilton  had  not 
concluded  his  negotiation  lor  a loan  to  the  young 
republic,  when  the  Acadia  sailed. 

FRANCE. 

The  Moniteur  Parisien  says  that  a loan  of 
600,000,000  of  francs,  or  24  millions  sterling,  will 
be  proposed  by  the  French  government.  The  bud- 
get lor  1841,  will  according  to  the  Commerce  reach 
nearly  80  millions  sterling! 

The  remains  of  Napoleon  had  arrived,  but  were 
not  yet  landed. 

HOLLAND. 

The  inauguration  of  the  new  king  took  place  at 
Amsterdam  on  the  28th  November. 

The  Dutch  papers  give  a detailed  account  of  the 
public  debt  of  Holland,  the  gross  amount  of  which 
is  1,357,500,000  florins,  equal  to  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  pound  sterling — the  greater 
part  of  it  is  only  subject  to  2£  per  cent,  interest; 
but  the  total  charges  lor  interest,  &c.  is  44,514,000 
florins,  equal  to  two-thirds  of  tlie  whole  revenue. 

SYRIA. 

Bombardment  and  capture  of  St.  Jean  D’Acre. 

This  formidable  fortress,  second  only  it  is  said  (o 
Gibraltar,  was  attacked  by  tlie  allied  squadron  on 
the  3d  Nov.  and  without  much  effect,  until  a rocket 
from  the  Austrian  frigate  La  Guerriere,  fell  into  the 
principal  magazine,  when  in  a moment  the  whole 
place  was  in  ruins  and  most  of  the  garrison  killed! 
No  further  resistance  was  made.  Upwards  of 
2,000  killed,  3,000  prisoners,  and  a large  number  of 
wounded,  besides  a large  quantity  of  artillery  and 
munitions  of  war,  among  them  300  pieces  of  field 
artillery  and  £200,000  in  specie;  Acre  having  been 
ihe  grand  depot  and  arsenal  of  Mehemet  All.  The 
garrison  was  supposed  to  have  consisted  originally 
of  6,000  men. 

MEXICO. 

The  Corpus  Christian  American  sloop, has  been 
captured  and  four  of  her  men  murdered  by  the 
commander  of  a Mexican  launch  named  Gonzales, 
carrying  16  guns.  Gonzales  had  letters  and  was 
empowered  by  the  Mexican  government  to  treat 
with  Ribeaud  and  Thompson  respecting  their  par- 
don and  return  to  the  country'.  On  arriving  at  the 
liar  no  vessel  was  in  sight,  except  the  American 
sloop  to  which  Gonzales  boarded.  While  one  of 
tlie  Mexicans  was  conversing  with  the  mate,  Gon- 
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zales  took  affront  at  some  remark  the  latter  made 
and  run  him  through  the  body  with  a sword,  killing 
him  instantly.  The  wretch  then  ordered  the  sloop’s 
men,  three  in  number,  to  be  tied,  taken  on  shore 
and  shot.  Two  of  them  fell  at  the  first  fire,  and 
while  the  other  was  begging  for  quarter,  Gonzales 
ordered  his  ears  to  be  cut  off!  A second  discharge 
ended  his  sufferings.  The  Mexicans  pretend  that 
the  sloop  was  on  a smuggling  expedition,  but  noth- 
ing can  justify  such  a diabolical  outrage.  Major 
Smith,  the  American  consul  at  Matamoras,  was  in- 
vestigating the  affair.  [W.  O.  Pic. 

The  commercial  house  of  Messrs.  Rubio,  at  San 
Louis  de  Potosi,  have  entered  into  an  arrangement 
with  the  Mexican  government,  by  which  they  are 
entitled  to  import  into  Matamoras  merchandise  to 
the  amount  of  one  miilion  of  dollars,  the  duties  on 
which  will  amount  to  over  $300,000. 

TEXAS. 

The  Texian  man-of-war  schooner  San  Antonio, 
lieut.  Moore,  from  Tarnpico  bound  to  Galveston, 
has  taken  three  Mexican  vessels  prizes  and  burnt 
another — all  valuable. 

The  Texian  minister  to  Mexico,  who  was  re- 
turning to  Texas  with  lieut.  Moore,  died  on  the 
passage,  and  a gentleman  who  accompanies  him 
was  very  sick. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Consols.  George  Guest,  esq.  has  been  appoint- 
ed vice  consul  of  the  Oriental  republic  of  the  Ura- 
guay  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  officially  re- 
cognised by  the  president  of  the  United  States' 

Northeastern  boundary — important.  Ru- 
mors reached  us  some  days  since  of  a British  regi- 
ment having  actually  marched  into  and  taken  pos- 
session of  the  disputed  territory.  The  next  mails 
brought  intimations  that  it  was  supposed  to  be  a 
mistake  in  the  officer  commanding,  as  the  civil  au- 
thorities had  received  no  directions  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  Boston  Atlas  of  the  loth  however  con- 
firms the  fact  of  the  occupation.  It  says:  “We 
have  seen  a gentleman  this  morning,  who  left  Port- 
land last  evening,  and  he  states  that  it  is  a fact  that 
a regiment  of  British  troops  had  arrived  at  Macla- 
waska,  and  taken  possession  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. Capt.  Miller,  the  British  messenger,  was 
sent  by  sir  John  Harvey  to  give  the  information  to 
gov.  Fairfield — he  knowing  nothing  of  the  intend- 
ed occupation  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  and 
feeling  it  to  be  due  from  himself  to  gov.  Fairfield  to 
notify  him  of  the  fact.  There  is  some  excitement 
here  on  the  subject.  The  regiment  is  about  600 
strong.  We  shall  know  more  to-night.” 

At  Bangor  and  Portland,  the  cause  of  the  move- 
ment was  enveloped  in  mystery — the  more  so  from 
the  circumstance  that  sir  John  Harvey,  as  captain 
Miller  stated,  knew  nothing  of  the  intended  move- 
ment until  he  received  official  information  that  it 
had  been  made.  Capt.  Miller  left  Boston  on  Tues- 
day morning  for  Montreal,  taking  the  road  through 
Vermont,  to  carry  the  despatches  in  return  from 
sir  John  Harvey  to  governor  general  Thomson. 

THE  TOBACCO  CONVENTION. 

We  regreted  not  having  room  to  “Register”  the 
proceedings  of  any  of  the  meetings  which  took 
place  in  the  various  tobacco  growing  sections  of 
the  union,  preparatory  to  the  convention,  at  many  of 
which  interesting  views  were  taken  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  trade.  We  had  laid  them  by  for  insertion, 
but  the  proceedings  of  congress  and  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states  of  the  union,  and  the  numerous 
public  documents,  messages,  &c.  with  which  this 
period  of  the  year  is  crowded,  precludes  the  hope 
of  finding  room  for  them,  unless  it  be  by  an  extra 
sheet.  We  are  therefore  compelled  to  be  content 
with  giving  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  it- 
self. 

There  can  be  no  boubt  of  the  fact,  that  the  inte- 
rest of  this  portion  of  our  community  have  been 
long  overlooked,  and,  if  not  actually  neglected — at 
least  not  sufficiently  pressed  upon  the  attention, 
either  of  foreign  countries — ofourown  congress — or 
of  the  American  community.  We  rejoice  to 
observe  indications  of  awaking  to  the  subject  in 
earnest. 

Washington,  Tuesday,  Dec.  15,  1840. 

Pursuant  to  public  notice,  a convention  of  the 
tobacco  planters  of  the  United  States  assembled  this 
day  in  the  chamber  of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  this 
city. 

A large  number  of  delegates  appeared  from  the 
several  tobacco  growing  states. 

At  fiftben  minutes  past  12,  the  convention  was 
called  to  order  by  the  hon.  Daniel  Jenifer,  of  Md. 
on  whose  motion. 

Governor  Sprigg,  of  Maryland,  president  of  the 
convention  held  in  this  city  in  the  month  of  May 


last,  was  unanimously  elected  president,  and  took 
the  chair  accordingly. 

Mr.  Jenifer  then  nominated  as  vice  president  a 
gentleman  who,  he  said,  came  from  a distant  state, 
and  wdio  had  taken  great  interest  in  the  matters 
touching  which  the  convention  had  assembled — 
Ambrose  G.  GWdon,  of  Kentucky. 

The  nomination  was  seconded  by  the  lion.  Philip 
Triplett,  of  Kentucky,  and  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Triplett,  John  S.  Skinner, 
esq.  of  Raltimore  city,  and  John  Mercer,  esq.  of 
Anne  Arundel,  county,  Md.  were  appointed  secre- 
taries to  the  convention. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Walter  Coles,  of 
Virginia,  an  additional  vice  president  was  ordered 
to  be  appointed. 

And,  on  motion  of  the  same  gentlemen,  Robert 
W.  Bowie,  esq.  of  Md.  was  unanimously  elected  to 
this  office. 

The  hon.  Win.  D.  Merrick,  of  Maryland,  one  of 
the  delegates  to  the  convention,  was,  on  his  motion, 
excused  from  further  attendance  this  day,  by  reason 
of  important  duties  requiring  his  presence  in  the 
senate  chamber. 

The  convention  was  then  addressed  at  great 
length  by  the  hon.  Daniel  Jenifer  in  a review  of  the 
policy  pursued  for  many  years  past  by  our  own  and 
foreign  governments  with  reference  to  the  tobacco 
planting  interests,  and  in  a general  inquiry  into  the 
measures  which  the  convention  might  be  called 
upon  to  adopt,  and  into  the  purposes  for  which  it 
had  been  convened. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  by  the 
president  to  consider  and  recommend  such  mea- 
sures as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient  to  be  adopt- 
ed by  this  convention. 

The  convention  was  also  addressed  by  the  hon. 
Walter  Coles,  of  Va.  and  Thomas  F.  Bowie,  esq.  of 
Maryland. 

After  which,  the  resolution  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

And,  on  motion  of  the  hon.  Joseph  R.  Under- 
wood, of  Kentucky,  the  committee  was  ordered  to 
consist  of  eleven  members;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of 
T.  F.  Bowde,  esq.  the  number  was  subsequently  in- 
crease to  thirteen. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  mem- 
bers of  the  committee:  Hon.  Daniel  Jenifer,  of  Ma- 
ryland, hon.  Philip  Triplett,  hon.  Walter  Coles,  hon. 
John  Miller,  John  Mercer,  esq.  Thomas  F.  Bowie, 
esq.  hon.  Joseph  R.  Underwood,  Robert  Gbiselin, 
esq.  George  H.  Stewart,  esq.  Thomas  Somerville, 
esq.  hon.  W.  L.  Gogging,  I.  D.  Freeman,  esq.  and 
J.  Shaw,  esq. 

On  motion  of  Robert  W.  Bowie,  esq.  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  in 
quire  into  and  report  to  the  convention  to-morrow, 
the  amount  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this 
convention  and  the  means  of  providing  said  amount, 
as  well  as  to  defray  arrearages  of  expenses  incurred 
by  the  last  convention. 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  three 
members;  and  J.  S.  Skinner,  Robert  W.  Bowie  and 
George  C.  Washington,  esqrs.  were  appointed  the 
members  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  it  was  then 
Resolved,  That  when  the  convention  adjourned, 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  ( Wednesday ),  at  10 
o’clock. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Triplett  the  conven- 
tion adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  16,  1840. 
The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  11  o’clock. 
The  hon  James  Garland  appeared  and  took  his 
seat  as  a delegate  from  the  state  of  Virginia. 

J.  S.  Skinner,  esq.  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday  to  inquire  into  and  report  the  amount  ne- 
cessary to  “defray  the  expenses  of  the  present  con- 
vention, and  the  means  of  providing  said  amount, 
as  well  as  to  defray  any  arrearages  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  last  convention,”  made  a report,  which 
concluded  with  a resolution  providing  that  each 
member  pay  into  the  hands  of  a treasurer  to  be  ap- 
pointed the  sum  of  $5,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
above  stated. 

The  report  having  been  accepted,  the  resolution 
was  adopted,  and  Geo.  C.  Washington,  esq.  of  Md. 
was  elected  treasurer. 

Hon.  Daniel  Jenifer,  from  the  committee  of  thir- 
teen members  appointed  yesterday  “to  consider  and 
recommend  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  most 
expedient  to  be  adopted  by  this  convention,”  made 
the  following  report: 

Mr.  Jenifer  from  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
president  to  consider  and  recommend  such  measures 
as  may  be  most  expedient  to  be  adopted  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  of  this  convention,  reported  that 


the  limited  time  allowed  them  has  compelled  the 
committee  to  confine  their  report  to  a general  re- 
view of  the  subject. 

That  since  the  adjournment  of  the  tobacco  con- 
vention which  met  in  this  city  on  the  1st  of  May 
last,  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  burdens  and 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  tobacco  trade  of  the 
United  States  by  the  nations  of  Europe,  except  in 
some  unimportant  matters  by  one  or  two  kingdoms; 
and  the  facts  stated  by  the  committee  in  their  report 
to  that  convention  are  now  referred  to,  and  by  us 
reasserted,  and  their  arguments  and  suggestions 
adopted.  Since  the  publication  of  the  documents 
by  congress  at  their  last  session,  no  correspondence 
has  been  received  at  the  department  of  state  on  this 
subject,  except  a few  unimportant  communications 
from  Sardinia  and  Belgium.  No  change  has  taken 
place  with  foreign  governments  in  regard  to  this 
staple;  and  from  what  has  already  transpired,  we 
have  no  hopes  of  a favorable  action  on  their  part 
until  the  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  adopt 
measures  commensurate  with  the  object. 

Great  Britain  still  continues  her  excessive  duty 
of  seventy-two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per 
hundred  pounds,  or  eight  hundred  per  cent,  on  the 
prime  cost  of  this  article  of  our  produce,  while  we 
continue  to  receive  the  product  of  the  labor  of  her 
citizens  at  an  average  duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per 
cent. 

France  yet  continues  herstill  more  odious  mono- 
poly or  regie,  retaining  in  the  hands  of  her  king,  or 
those  to  whom  he  sells  the  privilege,  the  sole  right 
to  import,  manufacture  and  sell  American  tobacco 
in  that  kingdom,  by  which  the  quantity  of  Ameri- 
can tobacco  consumed  in  Fiance  has  been  reduced 
to  six  or  seven  thousand  hogsheads  per  annum,  from 
which  she  derives  a revenue  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

Russia,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  some  of  the  minor 
powers  of  Europe  adhere  to  their  various  monopo- 
lies under  different  names,  but  all  tending  to  the 
manifest  oppression  of  this  our  staple.  And  the 
Germanic  powers  included  in  the  zoll  vai  ien  oi  com- 
mercial union  of  Germany  have  not  reduced  any 
portion  of  their  transit  duties  or  abated  in  the  slight- 
est degree  their  commercial  system,  in  which  to- 
bacco is  the  article  most  heavily  taxed,  as  it  is  in- 
deed in  every  nation  in  Europe,  except  Holland  and 
Belgium.  They  have  met  us  in  (hat  spirit  of  equa- 
lity and  justice  which  should  ever  exist  between 
nations  having  friendly  commercial  relations;  who 
have  a right  to  insist  upon  and  never  should  be  sa- 
tisfied without  a free  exchange  of  commerce  on 
equal  and  reciprocal  footing. 

Treaties  with  several  of  the  European  govern- 
ments expire  in  a few  years,  and  a just  regard  to 
the  planting  interest  requires  that  they  should  not 
be  renewed  unless  the  odious  burdens  and  restric- 
tions imposed  upon  the  staple  of  tobacco  be  modifi- 
ed. 

The  treaty  with  the  Hanseatic  towns  of  Lubec, 
Bremen  and  Hamburg  expired  by  limitation  in  De- 
cember, 1839,  but  continues  in  force  until  twelve 
months’  notice  shall  have  been  given  of  the  inten- 
tion to  terminate  it,  and  a fairopportunity  now  pre- 
sents itself  to  our  government  to  do  us  justice  with 
these  powers. 

The  American  ministers  at  the  court  of  Great 
Britain  have  for  many  years  urged,  with  great  abi- 
lity, on  that  government,  the  propriety  of  diminish- 
ing the  duty  on  tobacco  as  a matter  of  justice  to  the 
United  States  on  general  principles  of  policy  and 
free  trade  between  two  friendly  nations;  and  have 
shown  by  arguments,  which  we  think  it  would  be 
difficult  to  answer,  that,  even  as  a measure  of  reve- 
nue, these  excessive  duties  on  this  article,  to  a great 
extent,  defeat  their  own  object.  But  arguments 
have  proved  unavailing,  and  Great  Britain  continues 
her  duty  of  72^  cents  per  pound  on  this  product  of 
our  labor. 

With  equal  ability  our  ministers  to  France  com- 
mencing with  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1783,  and  continu- 
ed down  to  the  present  time  by  gen.  Cass,  have  re- 
monstrated against  the  French  system  of  monopo- 
ly as  injurious  to  the  American  tobacco  growing 
interest,  and  unjust  by  its  departure  from  that  reci- 
procity and  equality  which  the  French  nation  had 
insisted  upon  with  some  sternness,  in  their  com- 
munications with  our  minister  in  1785,  in  all  their 
commercial  intercourse  with  (he  United  States. 
Their  remonstances  have  met  no  other  response 
than  an  act  of  the  French  chambers  extending  the 
law  creating  the  monopoly  of  American  tobacco  to 
the  year  1852. 

By  negotiation,  therefore,  nothing  can  be  ex- 
pected from  her.  The  last  ray  of  hope  from  that 
source  has  expired,  and  the  American  tobacco 
planters  must  look  to  that  tribunal  which  can  alone 
afford  them  relief  for  the  evils  they  endure — to  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled,  we  their  constituents 
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roust  appeal  for  a redress  of  the  grievances  herein 
set  forth.  And  we  rejoice  that  this  appeal  has 
been  most  ably  seconded  from  other  sources  in  va- 
rious states  in  the  union. 

Amongst  our  agents  abroad  communications  from 
Mr.  Dodge  and  Mr.  Miles,  have  been  repeatedly 
received  by  our  government,  which  evince  great 
zeal  and  labor  in  the  ditferent  spheres  in  which  they 
have  acted. 

We  have  seen  with  pleasure  a resolution  intro- 
duced into  the  senate  of  Georgia  to  instruct  their 
senators  and  request  their  representatives  to  use 
their  best  elforts  to  have  a law  passed  by  congress 
to  tax  all  French  wines,  silks  and  brandies  in  pro 
portion  to  the  duty  which  they  lay  upon  our  tobac- 
co in  their  ports.  The  governor  of  Virginia  has 
called  the  attention  of  the  legislature  of  that  state 
to  the  subject  in  his  message  to  them  at  their  pre- 
sent session,  and  submitted  whether  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient, through  their  representation  in  congress, 
to  enforce  the  just  claims  of  their  tobacco  planters 
to  a reduction  of  the  enormous  duties  imposed  on 
tobacco  by  most  European  governments. 

And  as  early  as  January,  1837,  the  legislature  of 
Maryland  unanimously  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  senators  and  representatives 
of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  take  under  their  especial  care  this  high- 
ly important  and  much  neglected  interest,  and  that 
they  be  particularly  requested  to  oppose  all  and 
every  adjustment  of  the  present  tariff  without  ob- 
taining for  the  tobacco  interest  a fair  and  equal  par- 
ticipation in  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such 
adjustment.” 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  recommend  to  the 
convention  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  only  effectual  remedy  for 
the  evils  the  tobacco  interest  labors  under  from  the 
high  duties  imposed  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  mo- 
nopolies of  France  and  other  nations  Europe,  ol  is 
to  be  found  in  the  action  of  congress,  by  counter- 
valing  duties:  and  that  the  convention  relies  on  the 
wisdom  of  congress  in  discriminating  between  those 
governments  which  have  and  those  which  have  not 
manifested  a disposition  to  abandon  or  modify  their 
present  oppressive  duties  and  restrictions  imposed 
on  tobacco  from  the  United  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  that  the  treaties  now 
in  existence  with  foreign  countries,  which  contain 
no  stipulations  for  reciprocity  in  duties  on  their  re- 
spective products,  be  not  renewed. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  governors  of  the  several 
states  of  this  union,  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco,  be  earnestly  requested  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  several  legislatures  of  their  respective  states 
to  the  subject  of  the  American  tobacco  trade  with 
foreign  nations. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  convention  be  laid  belore  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
senators  and  representatives  from  tobacco  growing 
states  be  earnestly  requested  to  take  such  speedy 
and  efficient  means  as  in  their  judgment  may  be 
best  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object  contemplat- 
ed by  this  convention. 

The  report  and  accompanying  resolutionshaving 
been  read — 

The  convention  was  addressed  at  great  length  by 
hon.  Philip  Tiiplett  and  lion.  Jos.  R.  Underwood,  of 
Kentucky;  George  Stewart,  esq  of  Baltimore;  hon 
James  Garland,  of  Virginia;  Walter  Bowie,  esq.  and 
hon.  D.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland;  hon.  Walter  Coles, 
of  Virginia;  hon.  Win.  D.  Merrick,  of  Maryland; 
hon.  John  Jameson,  of  Missouri;  and  Thomas  F. 
Bowie,  esq.  of  Maryland. 

After  which,  the  report  and  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  hon.  Daniel  Jenifer,  it  was  unani- 
mously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
tendered  to  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Washing- 
ton lor  the  use  of  their  hall  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  members  of  this  convention. 

And,  on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  it  was 
also  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  convene  this  convention  at  any  time 
he  may  deem  the  interest  of  the  planters  may  re- 
quire it. 

Whereupon  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die. 

THE  ARMY. 

Maj.  Gen.  Scott  has  reached  Washington  viu 
Norfolk. 

More  troops  for  Florida.  The  ship  Liverpool 
sailed  from  New  Yoik  on  Wednesday  morning,  for 
Savannah,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and  six 
recruits  for  the  2d  regiment  of  infantry  in  Florida. 


Captain  J.  Dimick,  1st  artillery,  (who  returns  to 
Fort  Columbus)  commands  Ihe  detachment.  Lts. 
J.  W.  Penrose,  2d  infantry,  and  R.  W.  Foote,  6th 
infantry,  are  attached  to  the  command.  These  offi- 
cers will  join  their  regiments  in  Floiida. 

A correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Georgian, 
writing  from  Florida,  says:  “The  only  news  I have 
of  the  progress  or  the  campaign,  is  the  return  of 
col.  Riley's  command  to  their  respective  posts, 
Forts  King,  Russell  and  Holmes.  They  scouted  to 
the  south  to  within  some  thirty  miles  of  Tampa 
and  back — some  of  them  marching  250  miles  with- 
out even  the  sign  of  an  Indian  having  been  disco- 
vered. The  country  on  the  route  is  represented  as 
utteily  worthless  to  a white  population.” 

Savannah,  Dec.  9.  The  express  just  arrived 
from  Fort  King  says  that  13  Indians  came  in  this 
morning  and  delivered  up  their  arms  to  colonel  Ri- 
ley. They,  state  there  are  a great  many  more  to 
come  in  in  a few  days. 

One  hundred  and,seventy  recruits,  intended  for  the 
3d  artillery  arrived  here  on  Monday  last.  Thirty- 
five  arrived  at  Fort  Searle  on  the  same  day.  The 
following  officers  accompanied:  majors  McClintock 
and  Childs;  lieutenants  Bragg,  Wyske,  Gilliam,  Van 
Vleit,  Thomas  and  assistant  surgeon  Barnes. 

J.  B.  Peyton  and  V.  B.  Leindenberger,  late  2nd 
lieutenants  of  the  3d  infantry,  U.  S.  army,  have 
been  dropped  from  the  service. 

Lieutenant  Boy'd,  3d  artillery  states  that  Indian 
tracks  were  seen  a few  days  ago,  on  the  narrow 
point  of  land,  two  miles  south  of  this  post,  Fort 
Lauderdale,  where  they  have  never  before  been 
seen  since  the  war. 

General  Armistead  has  divided  that  part  of  Flo- 
rida which  is  occupied  by  the  U.  S.  troops  into  dis- 
tricts, to  which  the  several  corps  have  been  re- 
spectively allotted  as  follow's. 

Disposition  of  regiments. 

The  Atlantic  district,  garrisoned  3d  artillery 


St.  Johns  district, 
Ochlawaha  district, 
Micajaopy  district, 
Wacasassa  district, 
Withlacoochee  dis. 
Tampa  district. 
Southern  district, 


2d  dragoons. 
2d  infantry. 
7th  infantry. 
3d  infantry. 
6th  infantry. 
8th  infantry. 
1st  infantry. 


THE  NAVY. 

The  Constellation  of  36  guns,  captain  Storer,  sail- 
ed from  Boston  harbor  on  the  9th  inst.  for  the  East 
Indies,  via  Rio  Janerio. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  lieuts. 
Pendergrast,  Vail  and  Gordon,  of  the  U.  S.  navy, 
w’ere  in  Paris'on  the  9th  September  on  their  way  to 
Marseilles,  to  join  the  Mediterranean  squadron. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says:  “Commander  Fitz- 
hugh  has  been  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war 
Levant,  in  place  of  commander  Smoot,  who  is  su- 
perseded. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. — CENSUS. 


York  county. 

Action 

1,401 

Lyman 

1,478 

Alfred 

1.408 

Newfield 

1,354 

Berwick 

1,698 

North  Berwick 

1,447 

Buxton 

2,687 

Parsonsfield 

2,442 

Biddef'ord 

2,574 

Sanford 

2,233 

Cornish 

1 263 

Saco 

4,408 

Elliot 

1,889 

Sliapleigh 

1,510 

Hollis 

2,363 

South  Berwick 

2,314 

Kittery 

2,435 

Walerborough 

1,944 

Kennebunk 

2,323 

Wells 

2.978 

Kennebunk  port 
Lebanon 

2,770 

2,273 

York 

3,111 

Limerick 

1,509 

54,023 

Limington 

2,211 

Cumberland  county. 

Baldwin 

1,134 

Npw  Gloucester 

1,946 

Bridgton 

1,937 

North  Yarmouth 

2,824 

Brunswick 

4,259 

Otisfield 

1,307 

Cape  Elizabeth 

1,666 

Poland 

2,360 

Cumberland 

1,616 

Portland  (city) 

15,218 

Danville 

1,294 

Pownal 

1,210 

Durham 

1.S36 

Ray  inond 

2,032 

Falmouth 

2.07i 

Scarborough 

2,173 

Freeport 

2 662 

Sebago 

707 

Gorham 

3,002 

Standish 

2,198 

Gray 

1,740 

Windham 

2,303 

Harpswell 

Harrison 

1,44? 
1 ,243 

Westbrook 

4,116 

Minot 

3,550 

68,660 

Naples 

758 

Oxford  county. 

Albany 

691 

Canton 

919 

Andover 

551 

Denmark 

1,143 

Bethel 

1,994 

Dixfic-ld 

1,166 

Brownfield 

1,360 

Fryebnrg 

1,536 

K 1 1 c k fie  Id 

1,629 

Greenwood 

836 

Byron 

219 

Gilead 

313 

Hartford 

Hebron 

Hiram 

Howard’s  Gore 

Hamlin’s  Grant 

Lovel 

Livermore 

Mexico 

Newry 

Norway 

Oxford 

Paris 

Peru 

Porter 

Roxbury 

Rum  ford 

Stoneham 

Stow 

Sumner 

Albion 

Augusta 

Belgrade 

China 

Clinton 

Dearborn 

Fayette 

Greene 

Gardiner 

Hallowell 

Leeds 

Litchfield 

Monmouth 

Mount  Vernon 

Pittston 

Readfield 

Argyle 

Bangor  (city) 

Bradford 

Bradley 

Brewe 

Burlington 

Carmel 

Coiinna 

Corinth 

Charleston 

Chester 

Dexter 

Dixmont 

Etna 

Eddington 

Edinburgh 

Enfield 

Exeter 

Garland 

Glenburn 

Greenbush 

Hampden 

Hermon 

Howland 

Kirkland 

La  Grange 

Lee 

Levant 

Lincoln 

Lowell 

Max  field 

Mattamiscontis 

Milford 


1,472 

945 

1,232 

131 

80 

941 

2,745 

447 

463 

1.786 

1,246 

2,454 

1,002 

1,133 

227 

1,444 

313 

376 

1,269 


Sweden 
Turner 
Waterford 
Woodstock 
Township  B 
No.  5,  first  Range 
No.  5,  second  Range 
Township  C 
Andover  North  ) 
Surplus  ) 
Riley  township 
Letter  A.  No.  2 
No.  4,  first  Range 
Fryeburg  Acade-  > 
my  Grant  j 
Number  Two 
Batchelder’s  Grant 


670 

2,479 

1,381 

819 

111 

49 

42 

29 

45 

51 

54 

4 

153 

386 

3 


Kennebec  county. 
1,624  Rome 
5,314  Sidney 


1,748 

2,675 

2,818 

168 

1,016 

1,406 

5,044 

4,668 

1,736 

2,293 

1,882 

1,475 

2,460 

2,037 


Vassal  borough 

Vienna 

Waterville 

Wayne 

Windsor 

Winthrop 

Winslow 

Clinton  Gore 

Wales 

Territory  north  | 


of  Albion 


Penobscot  county. 

527  Newburg 
8,634  Newport 
1,001  Orono 
395  Orrington 
1,736  Oldtow’n 
350  Passadumkeag 
521  Plymouth 
1,702  Springfield 
1,318  Stetson 
1,269  Jarvis  Gore 


277  Township  No.  3 
1,464  « No.  4 

1,498  Township  3 Range 
745  Lower  Indian  J 
595  Township  I 
52  West  branch  j 
346  Pen’ct  river  j 
2,052  Indian  Township 
1,065  No.  2 
664  Hopkins  Academy 
260  Grant 
2,663  Letter  A 
1,045  Unincorporated') 
312  Townships 
351  North  of 
336  Lincoln 
724  West  half  of 
1,060  Township 
1,121  No.  6 
205  Township  No.  7 
185 
97 
474 


38,339 

937 

2,19i) 

2,951 

891 

2,939 

1,201 

1,789 

1,915 

1,722 

110 

656 

89 

55,804 


963 
1,138 
1,520 
1,580 
2,345 
394 
843 
546 
616 
185 
22 
41 
3 29 


37 
6 

} 3 

29 

147 

187 

30 
45,705 


Anson 
Athens 
Bingham 
Bloomfield 
Brighton 
Canaan 
Cambridge 
Concord 
Cornville 
Chandlerville 
Ernbden 
Fairfield 
ffartland 
Harmony 
Lexington 
Madison 
Mayfield 
Mercer 
Moscow 
New  Portland 
Norridgewock 
Palmyra 
Pittsfield 
Ripley 
Solon 
St.  Albins 
Starks 
Skowliegan 
Smithfield 


1,941 

1,427 

751 

1,093 

803 

1,379 

461 

577 

1,140 

372 

983 

2,198 

1,028 

1.096 

'564 

1,701 

148 

1,432 

562 

1,620 

1,865 

1,500 

951 

591 

1,139 

1,564 

1,559 

1,584 

789 


No.  l,2d  Range,  West 
Kennebec  river  63 


No.  1, 2d  Range,  Plea- 
sant ridge  167 

No.  1,3d  Range,  West 
Kennebec  river  85 

No.  14th  Range  10 

No.  15th  “Fork’s  town- 
ship” 80 

Enchanted  Stream  5 

Parlin  Pond  9 

Jackman’s  Township  10 

Holden  Plantation  ? -- 

^ (Mouse  river)  $ 00 

Canada  Road  6 

do.  Line,  No.  5,)  1n 
3d  Range  < 10 

No.  2,  2d  Range  139 

No.  3,  3d  “ 106 

FlugstaffTownship  No. 

4,  4th  Range  64 

Spencer  Stream  6 

Long  Pond  1 

No.  5,  2d  Range  Ca- 
nada road  1 

No.  1, 3d  Range,  East 
Kennebec  river  164 

No.  1,  4th  Range  E. 

K.  R.  103 

33.912 
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Aina 

Bath 

Boothbay 

Boivdoin 

Bowdoinham 

Bremen 

Bristol 

Cushing 

Dresden 

Edgcomb 

Friendship 

Georgetown 

Jefferson 

Lewiston 

Lisbon 

New  Castle 

Nobleborough 

Phipsburg 

Richmond 

St.  George 

Tbomastown 

Abbot 

Atkinson 

Barnard 

Bowetbank 

Blanchard 

Brownville 

Dover 

Elliottsville 

Foxcroft 

Guilford 

Greenville 

Kilmarnock 

Kingsbury 

Monson 

Milton 

Addison 

Alexander 

Beddington 

Baileyville 

Baring 

Calais 

Columbia 

Cooper 

Cutler 

Charlotte 

Cerryfield 

Crawford 

Dennysville 

Eastport 

Edmonds 

Harrington 

Jones  borough 

Jonesport 

Labec 

Machias 

Machias  port 

Marion 

Mechises 

Northfield 

Pembroke 

Perry 

Princeton 

Robbinston 

Stuben 

Trescott 


Lincoln  county. 
9S9iTopsham 
5,143  Union 
2,63l|Waldoborough 
2,073  Webster 


2,402 
837 
2,946 
791 
1,647 
1,238 
725 
1,357 
2,214 
1,801 
1,531 
1,713 
2,210 
1,657 
1,604 
2,094 
6,227 
Piscataquis  county. 


Warren 
Washington 
Westport 
Whitefield 
Wiscasset 
Woolwich 
Patricktown 
Plantation 
Matinicus  Island 
Monhegan 
Matinicus  Rock 
Matinic  Island 
Muscle  Ridge 
Ragged  Island 
Wooden  Ball  Ialand 


1,883 

1,784 

3,661 

1,133 

2,228 

1,600 

655 

2,142 

2,314 

1,416 

506 

177 

77 

10 

19 

51 

17 

9 


661 
704 
153 
165 
270 
568 
1,597 
60 
926 
892 
128 
319 
227 
54S 
469 

Washington  county. 

1,052  ~ 

513 
164 
329 


Milo 
Parkman 
Sangerville 
Sebec 
Shirley 
Wellington 
Wilson 
Williamsburg 
Township  No.  3, 
3d  Range 
Plantation  No.  8 
Letter  B,  10th 
Range 


63,512 

756 

1,205 

1,197 

1,116 

190 

722 

70 

131 

28 
31 


13,138 


376 
2,934 
843 
657 
657 
666 
1,003 
300 
378 
2,876 
259 
1,525 
392 
576 
2,307 
1,351 
834 

231 
1.395 

232 
1,050 
1,008 

157 
822 
8S4 
793 

Aroostook  county. 


Topsfield  188 

Wesley  255 

Whiting  460 

Plantation  No.  23  122 

East  half  Township  > 7q 
No.  6,  2d  Range  > 

Hill’s  Gore  4;h  Range  30 
No.  9,  2d  Range  12 

Fowler&Ely,lst  Range 
Township  No.  1 13 

Township  No.  9,  4th 
Range  49 

Danforth,  half  township 
4th  Range  45 

Township  No.  9,  3d 
Range  48 

Township  No.  2, 2d  do.  53 
Township  No.  3, 2d  do.  47 
Hinkley  No.  3,  1st  do  9 
Township  No.  1, 2d  do.  12 
Township  No.  21,  east- 
ern division  26 

Annsburg  23 

Devereaux  30 

Township  No.  14  153 

do.  No.  18  35 

do.  No.  19  62 


23,309 
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Amity 
Belfast  Academy 

Grant  141 

Hodgden  665 

Houlton  1,597 

Township  No.  5,3d 
Range 

Township  A,  2d 

Range  6 

Weston  249 

Tow  nship  No.  2,  2d 
Range  43 

Linnens  311 

Township  No.  11, 

1st  Range  66 

Township  No.  1,4th 
Range  69 

Township  No.  2,  3d 
Range  14 

Township  No.  1,  2d 
Range  104 

Township  No.  1, 3d 
Range  24 

Orient  Gore  68 

Township  No.  9 50 

Township  No.  3,  2d 
Range  20 

Smyrna  184 

New  Limerick  123 

Letter  A,  1st  Range  177 
Williams  college 
Grant  85 

Bridgewater  Acade 
my  Grant  51 


Waldo  county. 

Appleton 

891 

Monroe 

1,602 

Belfast 

4.194 

Monlville 

2,153 

Belmont 

1,378 

Northport 

1,207 

Brooks 

910 

Palermo 

1,594 

Burnham 

609 

Prospect 

3,492 

Camden 

3,005 

Searsmont 

1,374 

Frankfort 

3,603 

Swansville 

919 

Freedom 

1,153 

Thorndike 

897 

Hope 

1,770 

Troy 

1,376 

Islesborongh 

778 

Unity 

1,467 

Jackson 

652 

Vinaihaven 

1,950 

Knox 

897 

Waldo  Plantation 

721 

Liberty 

895 

— 

Lincolnville 

2,048 

41,535 

Hancock  county. 

Aurora 

149 

Seaville 

129 

Amherst 

196 

Plantation  No.  7 

61 

Bluehill 

1,891 

“ No.  10 

19 

Brooksville 

1,246 

Trenton 

1,061 

Bucksport 

3,015 

Bear  Island 

11 

Castine 

1,188 

Beach  Island 

8 

Cranberry  Isle 

23S 

Pickerings  Island 

14 

Dedham 

455 

Spruce  Head 

12 

Deer  Isle 

2,841 

Little  Spruce  Head  6 

East  brook 

155 

Butter  Island 

8 

Eden 

1,05-1 

Eagle  “ 

18 

Ellsworth 

2,267 

Harbor  “ 

4 

Franklin 

502 

Marshalls  “ 

8 

Gouldsborough 

1,196 

Duck  “ 

6 

Greenfield 

223 

Long  “ 

114 

Hancock 

760 

Black  “ 

30 

Mariaville 

275 

Placentia  “ 

32 

Mount  Desert 

1,889 

Conways  “ 

8 

Orland 

1,418 

Calf 

18 

Otis 

8S 

Johns  “ 

4 

Penobscot 

1,474 

Pond  “ 

11 

Sedgwick 

1.922 

Harbour  “ 

9 

Sullivan 

650 

Hog 

12 

Surry 

857 

Conways  “ 

10 

Waltham 

232 

Hacketask  “ 

18 

Swan  Island 

28-t 

Wooden  Ball  Island  7 

Township  No. 

33  34 

Matinicus  Rock 

30 

, « i> 

21  37 

Matinicus  Island 

182 

i<  t« 

2 27 

Holbrook  “ 

3 

Plantation  No.  1 88 

— 

Strip  North  Nc 

. 1 23 

28,646 

Wetmore  Isle 

13S 

Franklin  county. 

Avon 

827 

No.  4,  2d  Range 

6 

Berlin 

442 

“ 4,  1st  “ 

4 

Carthage 

522 

Bigplow  Township  37 

Chesterville 

1,098 

Township,  Letter 

E 77 

Farmington 

2,613 

“ No.  2, 

2d 

Freeman 

838 

Range 

82 

Industry 

1,035 

Township  No.  1,  4th 

Framingham  16 

Westfield  3 

Letter  A,  5th  Range  15 
No.  1,  5th  Range  22 

Benedicta,  or  No.  2, 

5th  Range  222 

No.  3,  5th  Range  1 no 

4,  “ “ 294 

6,  “ “ 43 

Nos.  7 & 9 “ 48 

No.  10,  5th  Range  or 
Masardis  140 

No.  11,  5th  Range  45 

“ 13,  3d  “ 66 

Letter  G,  2d  “ 58 

“ K,  2d  “ 96 

Plymouth  & Easton 
Grant  63 

Letter  H and  J,  1st 
and  2d  Range  194 

Plymouth  Grant  200 

Letter  G 27 

Fort  Fairfield,  or 
Letter  D 26 

No.  3,  6 and  7th 
Ranges  50 

Madawaska  South 
of  St.  Johns  river  1,584 
Madawaska  North 
of  St.  Johns  river  1,876 

9,413 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Boston  municipal  election  look  place  on  the 
14th  inst.  and  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  the  w hig 
mayor,  Jonathan  Chapman,  by  t lie  largest  majority 
ever  given  at  a municipal  election — 2,633  out  of 
7,814  votes.  The  vrhigs  also  carried  ail  the  ward 
officers  in  every  ward  but  two. 

NEW  YORK. 

Census  of  the  state.  The  returns  from  the  south- 
ern district  are  taken  from  the  United  States  mar- 
shal’s books  in  New  York;  those  from  the  northern 
district  are  copied  from  the  Auburn  Journal,  for 
w hich  paper  they  were  furnished  by  the  marshal  of 


that  district. 


[IV.  York  Times. 


Jay 

Kingsfield 

Madrid 

New  Sharon 

New  Vineyard 

Phillips 

Salem 

Strong 

Temple 

Weld 


1,750 

671 

368 

1,829 

927 

1,312 

561 

1,109 

955 

1,045 


Range 

Township  No.  1,  3d 
Range 

Township  No.  3,  1st 
Range 

Township  No.  2, 1st 
Range 

Township  No.  3,  2d 
Range 
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52 


216 


Wilton 

2.199 

20,800 

No.  3,  2d  Range 

46 

Recapitulation  for  1840. 

York  county 

54.023 

Washington  co. 

28,309 

Cumberland 

68,(>G0 

Somerset 

33.912 

Oxford 

38,339 

Piscataquis 

13,138 

Lincoln 

63.512 

F ranklin 

20,800 

Kennebec 

55,S04 

Aroostook 

9,413 

Penobscot 

45,705 

— 

Waldo 

41,535 

Total 

501,796 

Hancock 

28,646 

Recapitulation  for  1820  and  1830. 

Census  in  Census  in 

aliens  in 

1820. 

1830. 

1830. 

York 

46,283 

51,710 

25 

Cumberland 

49,445 

60,113 

507 

Lincoln 

46,843 

57,181 

358 

Kennebec 

40,150 

52,491 

122 

Oxford 

27.104 

35,217 

11 

Somerset 

21,787 

35,788 

no 

Penobscot 

13,870 

31,530 

350 

Waldo 

22,253 

29,700 

96 

Hancock 

17,856 

24,347 

84 

Washington 

12,744 

21,295 

1,167 

293,335 

399,462 

2,S30 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  governor  of  this  stale  lias  appointed  the  hon. 
Joel  Parker,  Samuel  D.  Bell,  esq.  and  Charles  J. 
Fox,  esq.  a committee  to  revise  the  statute  laws  of 
the  state. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  The  legislature  are  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  a bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
lor  debt. 


Counties. 

1840. 

1830. 

Albany 

68,546 

53.520 

Allegany 

40,920 

26.276 

Broome 

22,348 

17,579 

Cattaraugus 

28.803 

16,724 

Cayuga 

50.362 

47.948 

Chataugue 

47,641 

34,671 

Chemung* 

20,731  7 

27,690 

Tioga 

20,350  j 

Chenango 

40,779 

37,238 

Clinton 

28,173 

19.344 

Columbia 

44,237 

39.907 

Cortland 

24.605 

23,791 

Delaware 

35,363 

33,024 

Dutches 

57,147 

50,926 

Erie 

62,153 

35,719 

Essex 

23,611 

19,287 

Franklin 

16,450 

11,312 

F niton  j- 

18,038  \ 

Montgomery 

35,801  j 

Genesee 

59,640 

52.147 

Greene 

30,446 

29,525 

Hamilton 

1,907 

1.324 

Herkimer 

37,378 

35,869 

Jefferson 

61,054 

48,515 

Kings 

47.613 

20,535 

Lewis 

17,849 

14,958 

Livingston 

35,710 

27,719 

Madison 

40,007 

39,037 

Monroe 

64,912 

49,362 

New  York 

312,922 

202,589 

Niagara 

31,114 

IS, 485 

Oneida 

85,327 

71,326 

Onondaga 

67,914 

5S,974 

Ontario 

43.501 

40,167 

Orange 

50,733 

45,366 

Oileans 

25,015 

18,773 

Oswego 

43,820 

27,104 

Ot3PgO 

49,412 

51,372 

Putnam 

12,825 

12,628 

Queens 

30,324 

22,460 

Rensselaer 

60.303 

49,424 

Richmond 

10,985 

7,082 

Rockland 

11,874 

9,3S8 

St.  Lawrence 

56,693 

36,354 

Saratoga 

40  540 

38,679 

Schenectady 

17,233 

12,347 

Schoharie 

32,251 

27,902 

Seneca 

24,868 

21,041 

Steuben 

45,992 

33,851 

Suffolk 

32,469 

26,780 

Sullivan 

15,630 

12.364 

Tompkins 

38.113 

36,545 

Ulster 

45,724 

46,550 

Warren 

13,470 

11.796 

Washington 

41,095 

42,635 

Wayne 

42,160 

33.643 

Westchester 

48,687 

36,456 

Yates 

20,442 

19,009 

Total, 

2,434,135 

1,919,132 

Population  of  the  state  at  various  peiiods. 


1800 

586.050 

1810 

959,049- 

-Increase 

in  10  years. 

372,999 

1820 

1,372,S12 

do. 

10 

do. 

413.763 

1825 

1,616,458 

do. 

5 

do. 

243.646 

1830 

1,919.132 

do. 

5 

do. 

302,674 

1835 

2,174.517 

do. 

5 

do. 

255,385 

1840 

2,434,135 

do. 

5 

do. 

259,618 

Items  in  the  census  of  1840. 

Population  ol  northern  (list — 44  counties  1,682,509 
Do.  southern  do.  14  do.  751,626 


58  2,434,135 

1,209,408 
1,173,163 

2,332,571 


Total, 

White  males 
White  females  . 

Total, 

Free  colored  males  . . 23,863 

Free  colored  females  . . 26,398 

Total,  

8Iaves  ..... 
Number  of  pensioners  for  revolutionary 
or  military  services 


50,261 

3 

4,033 


*Chemung  county  taken  from  Tioga  in  1836. 
■fFulton  taken  from  Montgomery  in  1839. 
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Number  of  while  persons  over  20  years 

of  age  who  cannot  read  or  write  43,871 

Number  of  scholars  at  public  charge  26,869 

Number  of  scholais  in  common  schools  501,918 
Number  of  students  in  academies  and 

grammar  schools  34,803 

Number  of  academies  and  grammar  schools  502 
Number  of  primary  and  common  schools  10,876 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

A state  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Harrisburg 
on  the  4th  March  to  nominate  a candidate  for  go- 
vernor for  the  next  October  election.  The  Butler 
Repository  of  the  12lh  inst.  says  that  “forty-four 
of  the  Pennsylvania  papers,  and  many  of  them 
among  the  oldest  and  most  influential  in  the  state, 
have  already  placed  the  name  of  David  R.  Porter  at 
the  head  of  their  editorial  columns,  and  declared 
their  determination  to  give  him  their  undivided 
support.” 

James  Cameron,  esq.  resigned  the  office  of  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners  on  the 
15th  ult.  in  consequence  of  ill  health. 

VIRGINIA. 

Judicial.  The  Richmond  Whig  says:  On  Satur- 
day, John  Allan,  of  Butetort,  was  elected  a judge 
of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia.  Judge  May 
was  voted  tor.  The  contest  was  animated,  and 
both  gentlemen  were  supported  with  a zeal  which 
their  high  qualifications  well  deserved.  There  was 
a little  party  maneuvering,  although  both  judge 
Allen  and  judge  May  are  eminent  members  of  the 
whig  party.” 

The  governor  has  received  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Holleman,  representative  in  the  congress  ol  the  U. 
States,  and  Monday  the  23th  inst.  is  appointed  for 
an  election  to  supply  his  place. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Manufactures.  The  Fayetteville  (N.  C.)  Obser- 
ver, says  that  4,000  bales  of  the  present  cotton  crop 
will  be  bought  in  that  place  for  the  factories  there. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

John  P.  Richardson  was,  on  the  9th  inst.  elected, 
by  the  legislature,  to  be  governor  of  this  state,  and 
William  K.  Clawney,  to  be  lieutenant  governor. 

GEORGIA. 

Congressional.  Judge  Colquitt  has  resigned  his 
seat  in  congress,  in  consequence  of  the  last  election 
in  that  state  resulting  in  an  implied  disapproval  of 
his  political  course. 

The  whigs  have  nominated  Hines  Holt,  jr.  of 
Columbus,  as  a candidate  for  congress  in  place  of 
judge  Colquitt. 

A bill  from  the  senate,  providing  for  biennial  ses- 
sions of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  has  passed  the 
lower  house  by  a vote  of  160  to  19. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Returns  of  votes  for  electors — Official. 


Counliez. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Hinds 

1,297 

658 

Winston 

262 

288 

Madison 

691 

312 

Monroe 

452 

487 

Holmes 

556 

318 

L»ake 

145 

132 

Smith 

89 

179 

Choctaw 

3S8 

430 

Lawrence 

123 

453 

Noxubee 

514 

372 

Sim  pson 

201 

219 

Wayne 

94 

87 

Newton 

109 

194 

Green 

91 

125 

Yalobusha 

739 

643 

Perry 

no 

94 

Copiah 

571 

545 

Jones 

56 

103 

Lafayette 

382 

366 

Covington 

116 

232 

Tallahatchie 

186 

124 

Marion 

136 

175 

Bolivar 

62 

44 

Lauderdale 

239 

444 

Octibbeha 

195 

219 

Wilkinson 

663 

148 

Lowndes 

620 

620 

Itawamba 

170- 

394 

Kemper 

326 

400 

Tip  pall 

681 

534 

Chickasaw 

142 

20  1 

Panola 

332 

206 

Warren 

1,006 

422 

Coahoma 

131 

109 

Yazoo 

561 

320 

Pontotoc 

237 

329 

Carroll 

711 

527 

Jasper 

289 

268 

Scott 

41 

108 

Pishemingo 

321 

5S3 

Franklin 

186 

233 

Claiborne 

538 

395 

Adams 

862 

438 

Tunica 

76 

53 

Pike 

314 

376 

De  Sato 

371 

349 

Amite 

500 

294 

Clark 

124 

238 

Jefferson 

412 

229 

Hancock 

281 

107 

Rankin 

331 

262 

Marshall* 

1,006 

814 

Attala 

272 

306 

Washington 

* 162 

64 

Neshaha 

113 

164 

Jackson* 

25 

172 

19,518  16,995 

Harrison’s  majority,  2,523 

OHIO. 

The  legislature  organized  oil  the  7th  inst.  by  the 
choice  of  William  McLaughlin,  of  Richmond  coun- 
ty, as  speaker  of  the  senate,  and  Seabury  Ford,  of 
Geauga,  speaker  of  the  house. 

INDIANA. 

The  legislature  convened  at  Indianapolis  on  Mon- 
day, the  7th  inst.  The  senate  was  called  to  order 


*Rc-ported, 


by  David  Hillis,  lieutenant  governor.  Douglass 
Maguire  was  elected  secretary . The  house  elected 
Samuel  Judah,  speaker,  and  Jacob  H.  Hager  clerk. 

Salt.  Salt  works  have  been  established  in  Foun- 
tain countv,  by  major  Elston.  The  salt  is  said  to 
be  white,  fine  grained,  and  fully  equal  to  the  Ken 
hawa  salt. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  legislature.  The  senate  have  adopted  a reso- 
lution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  discharging 
all  the  officers,  engineers  and  agents  of  the  board  ol 
public  works,  including  the  board  itself,  and  to  ap- 
point some  person  to  collect  and  preserve  the  pub- 
lic property. 

Banks.  The  Chicago  Democrat  says  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature  of  this  state  to  make  tbe 
State  Bank  “ resume  or  wind  up.” 


MISSOURI. 

Returns  of  votes  for  electors — Official. 


Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Audrain 

132 

122 

Monroe 

8)5 

6)8 

Barry 

93 

436 

Montgomery 

344 

262 

Benlon 

150 

501 

Morgan 

167 

494 

Boone 

1,112 

500 

Macon 

374 

500 

Buchanan 

340 

1,128 

Miller 

21 

3)7 

Calloway 

881 

626 

Newton 

178 

630 

Cape  Girard 

u 455 

764 

Platte 

459 

968 

Carroll 

112 

182 

Perry 

319 

339 

Chariton 

246 

391 

Pettis 

156 

262 

Clinton 

137 

268 

Pike 

732 

746 

Cole 

343 

962 

Polk 

241 

860 

Crawford 

240 

264 

Pulaski 

196 

729 

Clark 

240 

206 

Randolph 

515 

405 

Cooper 

778 

694 

Ralls 

400 

335 

Caldwell 

133 

154 

Ray 

432 

563 

Franklin 

355 

552 

Ripley 

15 

325 

Gasconade 

136 

636 

Rives 

299 

421 

Greene 

171 

432 

St.  Francois 

221 

199 

Howard 

753 

901 

St.  Genevieve  170 

222 

Jackson 

427 

711 

St.  Charles 

536 

459 

Jefferson 

298 

321 

St.  Louis 

2,5)5 

1,874 

Johnson 

225 

374 

Saline 

375 

322 

Lafayette 

500 

475 

Shelby 

233 

226 

Lewis 

542 

602 

Taney 

258 

Lincoln 

462 

543 

Van  Buren 

208 

360 

Linn 

93 

235 

Warren 

342 

348 

Livingston 

249 

487 

Washington 

479 

514 

Madison 

152 

275 

Wayne 

57 

211 

Marion 

827 

534 

— 

21,441  28,043 
21,441 


Van  Buren’s  majority,  6,602 
The  counties  of  Clay,  Davies,  New  Madrid, 
Scott  and  Stoddard,  are  not  officially  heard  from, 
but  it  is  supposed  their  votes  will  increase  the  ma- 
jority to  about  7,000. 


TENNESSEE. 

Returns  of  rotes  for  electors — Official. 
East  Tennessee. 


Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B 

Counties. 

Har. 

V.  B. 

Anderson 

625 

227 

Knox 

2,096 

314 

Bledsoe 

644 

202 

McMinn 

1,022 

897 

Blount 

1,193 

64d 

Marion 

503 

36S 

Bradley 

467 

791 

Meigs 

119 

535 

Carter 

837 

99 

Monroe 

923 

928 

Claiborne 

631 

733 

Morgan 

211 

161 

Cocke 

917 

8C 

Polk 

197 

338 

Grainger 

1,095 

449 

Rhea 

209 

383 

Greene 

1,032 

1,559 

Roane 

1,047 

545 

Haw  kins 

1,053 

1,251 

Sevier 

926 

45 

Jefferson 

1,811 

131 

Sullivan 

327 

1,386 

Johnson 

390 

49 

Washington 

892 

1,083 

19,172 

13,194 

Middle  Tennessee. 

Bedford 

1,873 

2,156 

Montgomery  1,101 

790 

Davidson 

1,960 

1,275 

Overton 

329 

988 

Dickson 

395 

653 

Robertson 

1,167 

659 

Fentress 

140 

323 

Rutherford 

1,706 

1,475 

Franklin 

645 

1,461 

Smith 

2,657 

639 

Giles 

1,190 

1,242 

Stewait 

457 

642 

Hardin 

5.62 

531 

Sumner 

794 

1,738 

Hickman 

293 

952 

Warren 

513 

1,941 

Humphreys 

191 

333 

Wayne 

760 

266 

Jackson 

1,032 

591 

White 

1,201 

336 

Lawrence 

537 

372 

Williamson 

2,017 

631 

Lincoln 

831 

2,531 

Wilson 

2,550 

870 

Maury 

1,497 

2,025 

26,404  25,611 

West  Tennessee. 

Benton 

259 

301 

Haywood 

807 

576 

Carroll 

1,361 

352 

McNairy 

906 

477 

Dyer 

446 

206 

Madison 

1,812 

537 

Fayette 

1,140 

902 

Obion 

287 

357 

Gibson 

1,272 

418 

Periy 

731 

343 

Hardeman 

676 

86u 

Shelby 

950 

681 

Henderson 

1,318 

277 

Tipton 

573 

538 

Henry 

362 

1,079:  Weakley 

528 

723 

13,478 

8,677 

Recapitulation: 

East  Tennessee  19,172  13,194 

Middle  “ 26,404  25,611 

West  “ 13,478  8,677 


59,054  47,482 

47,482 

Harrison’s  maj.  11,572 

The  new  counties  of  Cannon,  Coffee,  De  Kalb, 
Lauderdale,  Marshall  and  Van  Buren,  voted  w ith 
the  counties  from  which  they  were  taken,  and  hence 
their  votes  are  included  in  the  above  table. 

From  the  counties  of  Campbell  and  Hamilton,  in 
East  Tennessee,  the  official  returns  have  not  been 
received. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

War  department,  Dec.  5,  1840. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  of  the  last  year  on  the  se- 
veral branches  of  the  public  service  commilted  to 
my  charge,  the  army  has  been  actively  and  usefully 
employed  in  Florida,  and  on  the  northern  and  west- 
ern frontiers. 

The  design  entertained  by  the  department,  of 
keeping  tile  regiments  entire,  and  concentrating  the 
troops  whenever  it  is  practicable  to  do  so,  has  been 
persevered  in  with  the  most  beneficial  results.  A 
commencement  has  likewise  been  made  in  estab- 
lishing depols  for  the  reception  of  the  recruits  of 
each  separate  regiment,  where  they  may  be  drilled 
and  disciplined  before  they  are  sent  off  to  their  re- 
spective stations  in  garrison  or  in  the  field.  The 
recruit  ought  never  to  be  sent  to  join  his  company 
on  service,  until  he  is  thoroughly  taught  the  duty 
of  the  soldier;  and  this  instruction  will  be  better 
given  at  regimental  than  at  general  depots.  By  di- 
viding each  regiment  into  two  bodies,  in  the  man- 
ner proposed,  every  important  station  in  the  coun- 
try may  be  occupied,  either  as  a place  of  depot  or 
rendezvous  of  the  regiment;  and,  by  a proper  dis- 
tribution of  the  latter,  the  intermediate  forts  may  be 
temporarily  occupied  by  partial  detachments,  with- 
out injur}  to  the  discipline  of  the  whole  corps.  I 
cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  this  method 
of  distributing  our  little  army  in  time  of  peace.  To 
divide  it  into  small  permanent  detachments  will  be 
to  destroy  its  efficiency  and  its  discipline,  and  in  the 
event  of  war,  to  expose  the  posts  to  be  captured,  and 
the  whole  regular  lorces  of  the  country  to  be  use- 
lessly sacrificed.  Apart  from  that  natural  and  well 
grounded  jealousy  justly  entertained  against  tile  ex- 
istence ol  a large  standing  army  in  our  country, 
sound  policy  and  a due  regard  for  economy  render 
such  an  establishment  altogether  unadvisable;  and 
it  becomes  necessaiy,  therefore,  to  piovide  other 
means  of  defending  our  northern  and  maritime  fron- 
tiers against  the  dangers  to  which  they  would  be 
exposed  at  the  commencement  of  a war.  None 
other  occur  to  me,  than  those  I have  already  recom- 
mended, viz:  central  positions  for  the  regular  forces, 
from  which  they  could  move  upon  any  point  of  at- 
tack or  defence,  and  such  an  organization  of  tbe 
volunteer  or  militia  forces  as  would  enable  them  to 
maintain  the  posts  intrusted  to  their  charge  until  re- 
lieved by  the  regular  troops:  a system  which  ought 
to  be  matured  in  time  of  peace. 

For  the  western  frontiers,  posts,  garrisoned  by  re- 
gular troops,  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  They  need 
not  be  very  large;  but  they  ought  to  be  constructed  of 
fire-proof  materials,  and  in  such  a manner  as  to  be 
defensible  by  a small  garrison  against  any  number 
of  men  not  provided  with  artillery.  A plan  which 
will  effert  these  objects  perfectly  has  been  devised 
by  the  chief  engineer,  anil  been  adopted.  The  quar- 
ters for  the  men  ought  likewise  to  be  built  of  dura- 
ble materials,  and  lie  permanently  furnished  with 
iron  single  beadsteads,  in  lieu  ol  the  double  and 
treble  wooden  bunks  now  in  use.  This  change, for 
obvious  reasons,  should  he  introduced  into  all  (he 
barracks  in  the  United  Slates. 

The  chief  and  best  position  for  the  concentration 
of  troops,  independently  of  the  regimental  rendez- 
vous, is,  for  the  northern  frontier,  near  Albany,  in 
the  state  of  New  York;  and  near  St.  Louis,  in  Mis- 
souri, for  t he  western — point s from  which  easy  com- 
munications radiate  to  every  part  of  those  extensive 
lines  of  defence,  and  whence  troops  may  be  trans- 
ported with  certainty  arid  lapidity  wherever  their 
presence  may  be  required.  For  the  maritime  fion- 
tier  of  the  Gulf  ol  Mexico,  I would  recommend,  in 
addition  to  the  permanent  (ortifications  planned  lor 
its  defence,  and  now  being  erected,  the  establish- 
ment of  a depot,  somewhere  below  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio,  for  armed  sea  steam  vessels.  This  would 
3eem  lo  furnish  the  best  means  of  bringing  the  vast 
|iower  ol  the  upper  country  to  the  defence  of  the 
coast,  and  of  using  it,  when  there,  in  the  most  effi- 
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cient  manner.  A certain  number  of  vessels  of  war 
might  be  kept  in  constant  readiness,  strong  enough 
to  carry  a good  battery,  and  light  enough  to  descend 
the  river  at  ail  seasons,  and  to  cross  the  bars  of  the 
Mississippi.  These  boats  ought  to  be  of  iron,  as  com- 
bining lightness,  strength,  durability;  and  might  be 
constructed  of  the  requisite  size  for  about  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  each.  Materials  should  be  collected  for 
the  construction  of  boats  to  be  built  of  wood.andstored 
until  wanted;  when  with  the  vast  resources  in  work- 
shops and  mechanics  along  the  shores  of  the  Ohio, 
they  might  be  put  together  in  a very  short  time,  and 
a fleet,  equipped  and  manned  with  the  hardy  boat- 
men of  the  western  waters,  and  a few  able  bodied 
seamen,  might  be  floated  to  the  ocean,  fully  equal, 
with  the  existing  and  contemplated  fortifications,  to 
protect  the  whole  gulf  frontier.  The  very  able  report 
on  the  defences  of  the  country  made  by  a board  ofdis- 
tinguished  officers,  and  submitted  to  congress  during 
the  last  session,  proves  conclusively  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  preserving  and  continuing  our  system  ot 
permanent  maritime  works  of  defence,  and  exhibits 
in  the  clearest  manner  their  superiority  over  float- 
ing batteries  of  any  and  every  description.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject  I fully  concur,  and  even  think 
that  the  facility  with  which  our  coasts  and  harbors 
may  be  approached  and  entered  by  steam  vessels  of 
war  renders  strong  permanent  works  more  than  ever 
necessary.  The  projectiles  which  will  be  used  in 
future  wars  will,  from  their  size  and  description, 
prove  destructive  to  any  wooden  battery,  and  give 
an  immense  advantage  to  stone  walls  over  any  fa- 
brics that  can  be  penetrated  by  shells.  It  may  be 
proper  here  to  remark,  that  the  capture  of  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  at  Vera  Cruz,  had  led  many 
persons  to  suppose  that  stone  revetments  might  be 
destroyed  by  shells.  This  is  incorrect.  After  that 
event,  I caused  experiments  to  be  made  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  by  firing,  at  point  blank  range  again3t  a 
Stone  wall  erected  for  the  purpose;  the  shells  broke 
against  it,  making  very  little  impression.  No  douut, 
therefore,  need  be  entertained  of  the  ability  of  our 
building  materials  to  resist  hollow  shot.  I do  not 
think,  however,  that  the  permanent  works  should  be 
the  only  defences  relied  upon,  but  regard  moveable 
steam  batteries  as  essential  auxiliaries.  These  ought 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  large  vessels,  but  of  light 
draught  of  watei,  capable  of  carrying  two  guns  for 
throwing  shells  of  eight  or  ten  inches  diameter,  and 
so  constructed  as  to  present  a small  surface  to  the 
fire  of  an  enemy.  These  steam  balteries  should  be 
manned  by  artillerymen,  and  be  under  the  command 
of  the  officer  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  har- 
bor fortifications,  so  as  to  secure  harmony  of  action. 
In  order  to  test  the  practicability  of  making  bomb 
cannon  of  the  calibre  of  ten  inches,  the  chief  of  the 
ordnance,  col.  Bomford,  was  sent  to  Boston,  where 
he  has  conducted  a series  of  experiments  with  the 
most  satisfactory  results.  I recommend  that  these 
guns  be  adopted  into  the  service,  and  form  part  of 
the  armament  of  our  fortifications  and  of  our  steam 
floating  batteries.  Some  successful  experiments 
have,  likewise,  been  made  with  war  rockets;  and  a 
machine  constructor  for  preparing  them  appears  to 
answer  the  purpose  perfectly. 

The  great  amount  of  property  vested  by  the  go- 
vernment in  arms,  amounting  to  several  millions  of 
dollars,  no  less  than  the  risk  to  the  national  safety 
by  adopting  any  new  inventions  without  being  con- 
vinced of  their  superiority  by  long  tried  experiments 
in  the  field,  has  induced  me,  generally  to  discounte- 
nance their  intioductiou  into  the  service.  I fear  that 
every  attempt  to  increase  the  rapidity  of  firing,  such 
as  facilitating  the  loading  by  opening  the  breech,  or 
by  multiplying  the  chambers  of  the  gun,  will  fail,  as 
they  have  hitherto  done,  after  involving  the  govern- 
ment in  great  expense.  There  is,  however,  one 
improvement,  which  has  been  fairly  tested  in  the 
field  by  the  armies  of  Europe,  and  which  presents 
so  many7  decided  and  asceitaincd  advantages,  that  I 
am  constrained  to  recommend  its  adoption  into  our 
service — 1 mean  the  substitution  of  percussion  for 
flint  locks.  The  alteration  may  be  made  on  the  guns 
now  in  the  arsenals;  and  measures  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed to  construct  all  new  arms,  whether  rifles  or  mus- 
kets, with  percussion  locks. 

Having  repeatedly  recommended  without  effect, 
the  establishment  of  a national  foundry;  and  having 
reason  to  fear  the  mo9t  serious  consequences  to  the 
service  from  the  want  of  proper  regulations  to  go- 
vern the  contracts  with  private  establishments;  with 
your  consent,  I sent  to  Europe  the  board  of  officers 
who  had  been  for  some  time  employed  in  fixing  the 
patterns,  forms  and  dimensions  of  the  artillery,  in 
order  that  they  might  acquire  such  information  as 
would  enable  the  department  permanently  to  regu- 
gulate  this  important  branch  of  the  service.  I am 
happy  to  state  that,  wherever  they  have  been,  the 
national  establishments  have  been  thrown  open  lo 
them,  and,  with  praiseworthy  liberality7,  every  faci- 
lity afforded  to  their  researches.  They  have  return- 


ed home,  after  having  attained  all  the  advantages 
which  were  expected  from  their  investigation;  and 
the  knowledge  they  have  acquired  will  be  applied  to 
the  practical  improvement  of  our  ordnance.  A con- 
cise report  of  their  proceedings  while  in  Europe  is 
herewith  transmitted,  in  connection  with  that  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  department. 

In  the  expectation  that  congress  would  sanction 
the  creation  of  a corpse  of  sappers  and  miners,  (an 
addition  to  the  army  at  once  necessary  and  econo- 
mical), I sent  an  officer  of  the  engineer  corps  to  the 
school  for  sappers  and  miners  in  France,  to  obtain 
that  practical  information  of  the  art,  which  is  not 
possessed,  and  cannot  be  acquired  here.  The  French 
government,  with  its  accustomed  liberality  and  kind- 
ness, permitted  in  every  instance  our  officers  to  at- 
tend its  schools  of  practice,  and  afforded  them  equal 
means  with  its  own  to  pursue  their  studies  there, 
allowing  them  privileges  not  generally  granted  to 
foreigners;  thereby  evincing,  as  the  minister  of  war 
is  pleased  to  remark,  the  friendly  disposition  of  his 
majesty’s  government  towards  the  U.  States.  This 
feeling,  you  have  authorised  me  to  say,  is  fully  re- 
ciprocated, and  the  liberality  of  the  French  govern- 
ment duly  appreciated.  The  officers  sent  to  the 
school  of  cavalry  at  Saurnur  have  returned,  after  a 
twelvemonth’s  instruction,  and  are  now  employed  in 
a manner  which  I trust  will  enable  the  department 
very  much  to  improve  the  cavalry  service. 

The  advantage  of  separating  the  staff  officers  from 
the  line  of  the  army,  and  the  very  serious  inconve- 
nience to  the  service  from  t he  present  system,  have 
been  before  brought  to  your  view,  but  cannot  be  too 
strongly  or  too  frequently  urged.  The  present  or- 
ganization of  the  army  doos  not  allow  a single  su- 
penumerary  officer  in  a regiment,  and  the  compa- 
nies are  rendered  inefficient  from  the  absence  of 
those  officers  who  are  on  staff  duty.  The  discipline 
of  the  troops  is  most  injuriously  affected  by  this  ar- 
rangement; and  if  they  are  opposed  in  the  field  to 
regular  forces,  such  a deficiency  would  prove  fatal. 

I beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  once  more  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  law  of  March  2, 1837, 
which  provides  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the 
naval  service,  so  as  to  embrace  the  army  and  ord- 
nance corps.  Its  effect  would  be  equally  beneficial 
to  the  class  of  people  to  whom  the  boys  belong,  and 
to  the  army.  It  would  secure  to  the  sons  of  the  for- 
mer a comfortable  subsistence,-  proper  moral  re- 
straint, and  a good  practical  education,  while  it 
would  provide  for  the  army  well  instructed  non-com- 
missioned officers,  so  difficult  to  be  procured  by  en- 
listment, and  w’ithout  which  an  army  cannot  be  ef- 
ficient. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  experience  has  proved 
the  correctness  of  the  opinion  formerly  advanced, 
that  the  increase  and  proper  organization  of  the  staff 
department  would  produce  a more  economical  ad- 
ministration of  its  different  branches.  In  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  quartermaster’s  department,  espe- 
cially, a very  considerable  reduction  has  been  made 
during  the  last  year;  in  some  measure  produced  by 
the  fall  of  prices,  but  arising  in  a much  greater  de- 
gree from  the  incieased  efficiency  and  better  admi- 
nistration of  i he  department,  in  consequence  of  the 
number  of  officers  under  the  present  organization 
bearing  a more  due  relation  to  the  laborious  duties 
and  high  responsibilities  of  this  important  branch  of 
the  military  service. 

In  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the  applica- 
tion of  funds  approprialed  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
works  under  the  supervision  of  the  quartermaster 
general’s  office  during  the  season  for  active  opera- 
tion, little  progress  has  been  made  in  them  since  nay- 
last  report.  I now  recommend  that  the  following 
works  should  be  recommenced  and  completed  as 
soon  as  practicable:  Fort  Gibson,  Fort  Wayne  and 
Fort  Smith — the  two  former  as  soon  as  healthy  sites 
are  determined  upon.  I am  not  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  reports  in  relation  rothe  proper  position  for 
Fort  Gibson;  and  as  it  is  contemplated  to  erect  per- 
manent works  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  fort,  it  is 
important  that  the  site  should  be  selected  with  great 
rare.  That  on  which  the  works  of  Foit  Wayr.e 
were  commenced,  proved  to  be  so  very  unhealthful 
that  it  became  necessary  to  abandon  it  and  to  remove 
the  troops  to  a more  favorable  position.  Pursuing 
that  line,  small  forts  should  be  constructed  at  Spring 
river  and  Marias  de  Cygne;  and  west  of  it,  at  the 
head  ot  the  navigation  of  the  Kansas  river  and  north- 
west of  the  Fort  Lavenwoith,  at  Table  creek,  on 
the  Missouri,  below  the  mouth  of  Platte  river.  To 
connect  this  last  post  with  Fort  Snelling,  a fort 
ought  to  be  constructed  at  or  near  the  folks  of  the 
Des  Moines.  From  the  information  I have  receiv- 
ed, I believe  the  erection  of  any  works  at  the  west- 
ern extremity  of  Lake  Superior  to  be  unnecessary; 
and  for  the  present,  advise  that  Fort  Snelling  remain 
the  most  northern  post. 

During  your  administration,  nearly  forty-one 
thousand  Indians  have  been  added  to  those  already 


residing  near  the  western  boundary,  while  the  addi- 
tional securities  to  the  border  states  have  not  been 
commensurate  to  the  additional  dangers  to  which 
such  an  increase  of  warlike  and  discontented  neigh- 
bors exposes  them.  In  the  act  of  placing  the  Indians 
there,  by  which  the  interior  states  are  so  largely  be- 
nefited the  government  has  contracted  a solemn  ob- 
ligation, not  only  to  defend  that  people  w hen  attack- 
ed, but  to  anticipate  the  danger,  by  erecting  such 
works  a3  will  ensure  their  safety,  and  inspire  them 
with  confidence  in  the  means  employed  for  their 
protection. 

It  affords  me  great  gratification  to  be  able  to  re- 
port that  the  Canada  frontier  has  been  free  from  any 
disturbance  since  I had  last  the  honor  to  address  you 
on  that  subject.  Your  advice  to  our  fellow  citizens 
on  that  border  appears  to  have  produced  the  most 
salutary  effect,  and  the  excitement  which  existed 
there  has,  I am  happy  to  think,  entirely  subsided; 
and  no  further  apprehension  need  be  entertained  of 
a violation  on  their  pait  of  our  neutral  obligations. 

Owing  to  the  expendituie  of  the  appropriations 
for  fortifications  having  been  suspended,  the  works 
on  this  frontier  have  not  been  much  advanced,  but 
they  will,  it  is  expected,  be  completed  during  the 
next  season.  In  addition  to  those  already  authoris- 
ed, I earnestly  recommend  the  erection  of  barracks 
at  Spring  Wells,  near  Detroit,  and  at  a position  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Black  Rock,  in  the  state  of  New 
York;  and  also  a strong  work  at  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Champlain. 

On  the  northeastern  frontier,  until  the  boundary 
question  is  settled,  I would  advise  that  the  works  be 
confined  to  the  erection  of  barracks  at  the  junction 
of  the  Maltawamkeag  and  Penobscot  rivers.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  works  on  (he  maritime  frontier 
have  been  carried  on  slowly,  and  they  still  remain  in 
an  unfinished  state.  In  relation  to’  the  defence  of 
our  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  and  of  our  harbors 
and  dock  yards,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  report  of 
last  year,  and  to  that  made  during  the  last  session  of 
congress  in  reply  to  a call  of  the  senate  for  informa- 
tion on  these  subjects.  Their  condition  remains 
unaltered,  and  the  expediency  of  providing  for  their 
completion  unchanged.  The  w hole  coast  from  Pas- 
samaquoddy  bay  to  the  Sabine  river  is  exposed,  on 
every  point  not  defended  by  nature,  to  be  invaded 
with  impunity;  and,  in  the  event  of  war,  the  ex- 
pense of  attempting  to  protect  this  long  line  by 
troops  for  one  year  only,  would  cost  more  than  lo 
erect  the  works  which  have  been  planned,  and  which 
are  deemed  sufficient  to  defend  the  several  points 
of  attack  along  the  whole  coast.  It  is  true  that  an 
enemy  could  retain  possession  of  any  portion  of  our 
territory  only  for  a short  period.  But  to  defend  an 
unfortified  point  of  attack,  or  to  drive  an  enemy  from 
a position  he  might  occupy,  would  be  altended  with 
great  expense  of  blood  and  treasure;  and  while  I 
feel  confident  that  the  stout  arms  and  brave  hearts 
of  our  fellow  citizens  would  ultimately  prevail,  and 
drive  an  enemy  from  our  soil,  I cannot  approve  the 
policy  which  would  expose  the  best  and  bravest  of 
our  artisans  and  workingmen  to  encounter,  without 
discipline,  and  without  the  cover  of  fortifications, 
the  trained  bands  of  mercenary  soldiers  they  would 
be  opposed  to.  When  u7e  take  into  consideration 
the  character  of  our  people,  and  sparseness  of  the 
population  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  our  soil,  it 
is  not  wise  to  rely  altogether  for  our  defence  on 
numbers  and  untaught  valor.  The  battalions  that 
must  fight  our  battles  are  composed  of  soldiers  taken 
from  every  class  of  the  community,  and  the  issue  of 
every  contest  must  necessarily  deprive  the  country 
of  some  of  its  best  and  worthiest  citizens.  Every 
effort  ought  therefore,  to  be  made  to  furnish  them 
the  means  of  protection,  and  to  instruct  them  to  de- 
fend themselves,  so  that  the  loss  we  must  suffer  on 
such  occasions  may  be  as  light  as  possible. 

No  appropriation  having  been  made  at  the  last 
session  of  congress  for  the  works  of  internal  im- 
provement which  were  under  the  superintendence  of 
this  department,  they  have,  for  the  most  part,  ceas- 
ed. I adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last 
report,  that  the  system  requires  to  be  revised,  both 
with  regard  to  the  principle  upon  which  such  im- 
provements ought  to  be  authorised,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  conducted. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of'lhe  topographical  engi- 
neers, submitted  to  congress  at  its  last  session,  con- 
tains an  elaborate  statement  of  the  hislory  and  pro- 
gress of  all  the  works  of  internal  improvement  car- 
ried on  by  the  orders  of  government;  to  which  I beg 
leave  to  refer.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  congress 
neglected,  at  its  last  session,  to  appropriate  the 
small  amount  asked  for  clearing  away  the  timber 
lately  accumulated  at  the  Red  river  raft,  which  ob- 
structs the  navigation  of  that  stream.  The  expen- 
diture necessary  for  this  purpose  is  perfectly  legiti- 
mate, as  all  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  troops 
stationed  at  Fort  Towson  are  transported  up  this 
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river;  and  (he  measure  is  recommended  by  its  eco- 
nomy, the  additional  cost  of  transporlation  by  land 
for  one  year,  when  this  navigation  is  obstructed, 
being  greater  than  the  amount  required  to  defray  the 
necessary  expense  of  removing  the  drift  timber.  It 
is  recommended  that  provision  be  made  for  the  em- 
ployment of  a few  laborers  and  a boat  fora  short 
time  every  season;  and  it  is  believeil  that  in  a tew 
years  the  necessity  for  such  a precaution  will  cease, 
and  this  portion  of  the  river  remain  permanently 
open. 

The  survey  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  has  been 
completed,  and  a map  constructed,  which  embraces 
that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stai.es 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers, 
from  their  confluence  to  our  northern  boundary,  and 
limited  b}'  the  parallels  of  latitude  39  and  49  north, 
and  the  meridians  90  and  100  west  of  Greenwich. — 
It  is  based  upon  numerous  astronomical  observa- 
tions, (not  less  than  twohundred  and  foity-five), on 
actual  surveys,  and  on  the  best  information  which 
the  exploring  party  could  procure  of  such  small  por- 
tions of  the  Indian  territory  as  they  were  prevented 
from  examining  by  the  inevitable  dangers  attending 
it,  or  want  of  means  and  time.  A very  extensive 
series  of  barometrical  observations  were  also  made, 
and  the  zealous  co-operation  of  men  of  science,  oc- 
cupying stations  in  the  several  states,  who  observed 
at  the  same  periods  of  time,  has  enabled  Mr.  Nicolet 
to  compare  iiis  own  with  those  of  others  made  in 
different  quarters  of  the  union,  and  thus  accurately 
to  determine  the  relative  level  the  whole  region  re- 
presented by  the  map,  as  well  as  its  elevation  above 
the  ocean,  thereby  indicating  the  climate  and  face  of 
the  country.  The  map  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
report  calculated  to  give  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
that  distant  country;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  re- 
sults o!  this  survey  w ill  be  useful  both  to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  the  people,  and  prove  an  accep'able  ac- 
cession to  geography.  It  will  serve,  likewise,  to 
exhibit  the  manner  in  which  future  surveys  of  the 
country  are  to  be  made,  if,  as  it  is  hoped,  they  should 
be  authorised  by  congress.  It  appears  to  be  very 
desirable  that  those  remote  regions  of  our  country 
should  be  known;  and  the  surveys  ought,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  be  extended  by  degrees  to  the  sources  of 
the  Missouri  and  across  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  Nor  ought  that  portion  of  our  coun- 
try which  is  nearer  and  more  accessible  to  be  neg- 
lected. The  existing  maps  do  not  rest  on  accurate 
data.  The  true  courses  of  our  great  rivers,  and  the 
forms  of  our  magnificent  chain  of  lakes  which  stretch 
along  our  northern  border,  are  yet  to  be  truly  defin- 
ed. The  interests  of  the  rising  commerce  of  the 
west  require  that  hydrographic  surveys  of  these  in- 
land seas  and  great  avenues  of  trade  should  be  made 
without  delay,  A small  annual  appropriation  will 
enable  Hie  government  to  effect  this  important  ob 
ject,  through  the  agency  of  the  topographical  corps, 
which  is  composed  of  officers  fully  capable  of  per- 
forming this  duty.  No  survey  of  any  description 
should  be  made,  in  future,  without  being  accompa- 
nied vvitii  astronomical  and  barornetical  observations. 
In  this  manner  a series  of  positions  may  be  deter- 
mined, and  the  means  gradually  furnished  ofacquir- 
ing  a more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  geography  of 
the  country;  and  thus  ol  constructing  an  accurate 
map  of  the  United  States. 

The  military  academy  has  been  conducted  in  a 
manner  highly  credilable  to  the  superintendent,  and 
satisfactory  to  this  department.  Every  effort  has 
been  made  to  enforce  discipline,  and  to  instil  into 
the  minds  of  the  cadets  a love  of  order  and  a high 
sense  of  their  moral  and  religious  duties;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  standard  of  discipline,  morality  and 
religion,  at  this  institution,  is  equal  to  that  of  any 
other  college  or  academy  in  the  United  Slates;  while 
the  mathematical  and  military  studies,  as  far  as  the 
theory  is  concerned,  are  as  complete  as  ihose  taught 
in  any  school  in  America  or  Europe.  Nothing^  is 
required  to  give  our  young  officers  the  same  advan- 
tages as  are  afforded  to  those  of  other  countries,  but 
schools  of  practice,  which  are  about  to  be  establish- 
ed, and  to  which  the  graduates  are  to  be  sent  for 
one  year  after  they  are  commissioned,  and  their  des- 
tination ascertained,  in  order  to  perfect  them  in  the 
practical  duties  of  that  branch  of  the  service  to 
which  they  may  be  attached.  The  new  library 
building  is  nearly  completed;  and  the  mural  towers 
attached  to  it,  lor  the  purpose  ol  making  astronomi- 
cal observations,  and  teaching  practically  that  im- 
portant branch  of  science,  are  well  adapted  for  that 
object.  The  professor  of  astronomy  was  sent  to  Eu 
rope,  in  order  to  procure  some  instruments  which 
are  needed,  and  to  examine  the  several  great  obser- 
vatories there,  ascertain  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  fitted  up,  and  witness  their  methods  of  observ- 
ing..  lie  lias  returned  with  information  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  highly  interesting  and  useful. 

Whenever  the  condition  of  the  treasury  will  per- 
mit, it  is  very  desirable  to  erect  new  barracks  at 


West  Point.  Those  at  present  there  are  dilapidated 
buildings,  originally  badly  constructed,  and  now  in 
a state  of  decay,  which  renders  them  as  unhealthy 
as  they  are  inconvenient.  The  concurrent  testimony 
of  each  succeeding  board  of  visiters  for  several  yeais 
past  shows  the  necessity  of  renewing  those  buildings. 
With  a view  to  spread  generally  throughout  the 
country  a knowledge  of  this  institution,  it  has  been 
decided  to  appoint  eighteen  visiters  from  alternate 
states  every  year,  forming  the  remainder  of  the 
boatd  from  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  U. 
States. 

I must  again  repeat  my  recommendation  that  tw'o 
of  the  present  paymasters  be  appointed  assistant 
paymasters  general,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  co- 
lonel. This  very  important  branch  of  the  service  is 
incomplete  under  its  present  organization;  officers  of 
higher  rank  are  required  to  superintend  the  opera- 
tions of  those  of  the  corps  who  may  be  on  duty  in 
the  field.  It  appears  but  an  act  ofjustice  to  the  lat- 
ter, to  allow  them  a moderate  per  centage  on  the 
payments  they  may  make  to  volunteers  and  militia, 
to  cover  the  unavoidable  losses  to  which  they  are 
exposed  from  being  at  times  compelled  to  make 
these  payments  in  a hurried  and  informal  manner. 

No  loss  or  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  em- 
ploying, during  the  last  season,  Indian  agents  to  pay 
the  annuities  and  make  the  regular  disbursements 
to  the  tribes  over  whose  interests  they  have  been 
appointed  to  watch.  These  duties  have  been  well 
and  faithfully  performed;  but,  as  a system  for  the 
final  disposal  of  those  important  and  responsible  du- 
ties, the  plan  resorted  to  on  this  occasion  is  incom- 
plete; and  I again  recommend  a small  increase  of 
the  number  of  paymasters,  and  that  this  duty  be  per- 
manently assigned  to  that  branch  of  the  military  ser- 
vice. 

In  rendering  justice  to  the  character  of  the  officers 
of  the  pay  department,  and  to  the  efficiency  with 
which  their  duties  are  discharged,  I cannot  forbear 
to  bring  to  your  notice  the  defects  of  the  present 
system  of  paying  the  army,  and  the  evil  conse- 
quences which  result  from  it.  From  the  remoteness 
of  the  posts,  the  soldiers  are  paid  at  long  intervals, 
and  the  guarantee  of  soldiers’ debts  given  by  the 
regulations  to  the  settlers,  induces  them  to  give 
credit  to  the  whole  amount  allowed;  a disposition 
of  which  the  thoughtless  soldier  generally  avails 
himself  to  the  full  extent,  and  on  pay-day  has  the 
mortification  to  see  nearly  his  whole  pay  carried 
off  by  the  sutler.  This  occasions  great  discontent; 
while,  oil  the  contrary,  those  soldiers  who  happen 
not  to  be  in  debt  to  the  sutler  receive  large  amounts, 
which  the}'  too  frequently  waste  in  dissipation;  and, 
until  these  sums  are  expended,  the  post  presents  a 
scene  of  alternate  drunkenness  and  punishment. — 
The  only  remedy  for  these  evils  will  be  found  in  the 
prohibition  of  credits  by  the  sutlers,  and  more  fre- 
quent payments  to  the  troops. 

The  officers  of  the  medical  staff  have  maintained 
the  high  reputation  acquired  by  their  zealous  atten- 
tion to  their  duties  in  garrison  and  in  the  field.  The 
very  strict  examination  to  which  candidates  for  this 
branch  of  the  service  are  subjected  before  admis- 
sion insures  high  professional  attainments  in  those 
of  the  lowest  rank;  and  that  which  the  officers 
themselves  undergo  before  promotion,  leads  them  to 
severe  application,  for  it  must  appear  that  they  have 
not  only  retained  the  knowledge  acquired  at  college, 
but  alsa  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  medical 
science,  or  they  cannot  be  promoted  or  retained  in 
the  service.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  this 
branch  of  the  staff  continues  to  be  distinguished  for 
professional  attainments  and  cheerful  devotion  to 
their  duties. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  medical  officers,  ap- 
pointed by  your  direction,  to  ascertain  the  relative 
advantages  ol  Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling  for  the  lo- 
cation for  a marine  hospital  on  the  upper  Ohio,  in 
favor  of  the  former,  having  been  approved  by  you, 
the  selections  under  the  law  for  purchasing  srtes  for 
marine  hospitals  on  tile  western  waters  are  now  com- 
plete. The  amount  appropriated  for  that  purpose 
not  proving  sufficient,  the  officers  intrusted  with 
the  performance  of  that  duty  made  conditional  ar- 
rangements, subject  to  the  ratification  of  congress. 

I respectfully  recommend  that  such  an  appropria- 
tion be  asked  for,  as  will  enable  this  department 
to  curry  into  effect  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
law. 

Having,  in  several  instances,  found  deficient  the 
titles  to  land  on  which  forts  and  other  public  works 
are  erected,  measures  were  adopted  to  perfect  them; 
and  1 am  happy  to  report  that  I found,  on  all  occa- 
sions, the  state  authorities  willing  to  convey  to  the 
United  States  the  land  whereon  such  works  are  situ- 
ated . The  department  has  not  yet  succeeded  in 
settling  the  question  of  the  right  of  property  in  the 
Peapatch  island,  notwithstanding  its  utmost  efforts 
to  do  so.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  its  possession  is 
essentially  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  Delaware. 


The  works  to  be  erected  there,  cannot,  from  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  be  thrown  up  in  haste,  but  will 
require  much  time  to  complete  them;  leaving,  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  approaches  to  Philadelphia  almost 
entirely  exposed. 

A new  edition  of  the  army  regulations  has  been 
drawn  up,  and  is  about  to  be  published,  with  such 
amendments  and  additions  as  the  experience  of  the 
last  four  years  has  dictated. 

It  is  a subject  of  great  regret  to  me  to  be  compel- 
led to  slate  that  every  effort  to  terminate  the  contest 
in  Florida  has,  so  far,  proved  unsuccessful.  On  gen. 
Taylor’s  retiring  troin  the  command  of  the  army 
there,  (which  he  did,  by  permission,  in  May  last),  it 
devolved  upon  brigadier  general  Armistead;  who, 
notwithstanding  the  advanced  season,  commenced 
aclire  operations  against  t he  Indians,  and,  in  many 
instances  succeeded  in  breaking  up  their  encamp- 
ments, destroying  their  fields  and  crops,  and  making 
some  few  prisoneis.  In  order  to  render  the  regular 
forces  available  for  offensive  operations,  a brigade  of 
Florida  inililia  was  raised  for  the  defence  of  Middle 
Florida,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
general  Leigh  Read,  of  the  territoiial  militia,  with 
instructions  to  defend  the  portion  of  the  territory 
situated  north  of  a line  of  posts  occupied  by  the  regu- 
lar troops,  extending  from  the  Atlantic,  south  of  St. 
Augustine,  including  two  stations  east  of  the  St. 
John’s  river,  Pilatka,  Wheeloek,  Micanopy,  Watka- 
hootee,  Wacassa,  a post  between  the  last  and  Fort 
Fanning,  and  Cedar  Keys. 

The  troops  that  were  in  the  service  of  the  terri- 
tory, in  virtue  of  a law  of  the  legislature  of  Florida, 
were  mustered  into  that  of  the  United  States  and 
form  part  of  general  Read’s  brigade,  which  has  been 
increased  to  twelve  hundred  mounted  and  five  hun- 
dred footmen  and  may  be  raised  to  fifteen  hundred 
mounted  and  five  hundred  foot;a  force  which  is  con- 
sidered ample  for  the  protection  of  that  portion  of  the 
territory  assigned  to  gen.  Read’s  command.  Some 
depredations  having  been  committed  in  (he  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Okefenokee  swamp,  four  companies  of 
| Georgia  militia  have  been  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  U.  States,  and  are  charged  with  the  defence 
of  the  Georgia  frontier. 

Certain  of  the  hostile  chiefs  having  signified  to 
general  Armistead  their  desire  to  treat,  they  were 
invited  to  meet  him  at  Fort  King  on  the  7th  ult.  and, 
from  the  circumstance  (deemed  fortunate)  of  the 
presence  of  a deputation  from  the  Western  Semi- 
noles,  hopes  were  entertained  of  terminating  this  pro- 
tracted struggle  by  the  peaceful  removal  of  the  re- 
maining Indians.  After  some  days  spent  in  negoti- 
ating, and  after. giving  reiterated  assurances  of  their 
desire  to  emigrate  and  rejoin  their  brethren  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  Indians  suddenly  disappeared, 
without  any  assignable  cause  for  this  abrupt  rupture 
of  negotiations.  Hostilities  have  in  consequence 
been  renewed,  and  will  be  prosecuted  vigorously. 

The  regulai  troops  now  in  Florida  amount  to  about 
4,500  men,  and  the  militia  in  service  to  about  2,000. 

I l recommend  that  authority  be  given  the  executive 
to, engage  the  services  of  this  description  of  troops 
fpr  a twelve  months,  or  during  the  continuance  of  hos- 
tilities in  Florida.  The  term  of  three  months  is  much 
too  short  to  ensure  efficiency;  and  frequent  enlist- 
ments are  a fruitful  source  of  insubordination  as  well 
as  of  great  additional  expense. 

The  i umber  of  Indians  emigrated  from  the  inte- 
rior to  the  west,  since  the  year  IS36,  amounts  to  very 
nearly  41,000,  of  which  about  5,000  were  removed 
during  the  past  season;  and  I am  happy  to  add,  that 
the  condition  of  those  who  are  settled  in  their  new 
homes  continues  to  be  represented  lo  us  as  prosper- 
ous ami  happy.  The  differences  which  unfortunate- 
ly sprung  up  between  the  western  Cherokees  and 
the  late  emigrants  of  that  tribe,  upon  their  first  ar- 
rival on  the  Arkansas,  have  been  happily  adjusted- 
and  I have  accordingly  directed  that  their  annuities’ 
and  other  moneys  due  to  them,  should  be  paid,  and’ 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  emigrant 
tribes.  From  the  chaiacterof  this  nation,  and  the 
advance  made  by  many  of  their  number  in  civiliza- 
tion and  in  the  arts  of  life,  it  is  hoped,  now  that  they 
are  removed  from  the  evil  influences  which  hereto- 
fore beset  them,  their  progress  in  moral  culture  and 
physical  comfort  w ill  be  ranid  and  lasting.  Con- 
vinced that,  if  any  great  and  general  reform  is  ever 
to  be  effected  among  the  Indians,  it  must  be  by 
means  of  education,  every  exertion  has  been  made 
to  promote  it;  not  by  disjointed  efforts,  but  by  adopt- 
ing a system  intended  to  embrace  the  establishment 
of  primary  schools  over  the  w hole  Indian  territory, 
and  of  institutions  of  a higher  order  at  suitable 
points,  designated  with  a view  to  the  convenience 
of  the  Indians,  and  of  easy  access.  Fort  Coffee,  on 
the  Arkansas  river  w hich  has  been  abandoned  as  a 
military  post,  has  been  selected  for  one  of  these  es- 
tablishments. This  situation  possesses  very  decided 
advantages;  and  the  system  by  which  it  is  proposed 
to  improve  them  ba3  my  full  approbation.  For  the 
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details  of  the  plan  I refer  to  the  accompanying  re- 
port of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  and  par- 
ticularly to  his  instructions  for  carrying  it  into  effect 
addressed  to  the  superintendent  of  the  western  ter- 
ritory. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  affords  me  great  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  speak  in  terms  of  merited  praise 
oi  the  Methodist  manual  labor  school  in  the  Shawnee 
country'.  The  labors  of  that  sect,  so  distinguished 
for  their  Christian  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Indian  civili- 
zation, are  likely  to  be  crowned  with  success;  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  high  expectations 
raised  by  this  extensive  establishment  will  be  fully 
realised  under  its  present  pious  and  competent  in- 
structors. The  department  would  be  happy  to  pro- 
mote similar  establishments  on  the  part  of  other  re- 
ligious sects,  equally  zealous,  no  doubt,  in  spreading 
the  light  of  the  gospel  among  the  Indians,  and  equal- 
ly disposed  to  advance  their  moral  culture.  It  is  con- 
vinced that,  to  produce  durable  beneficial  effects  by 
education,  it  must  be  made  practically  useful;  and 
that  those  domestic  arts  which  are  imparted  to  our 
youth  by  the  example  of  their  parents  and  associates, 
and  form,  as  it  were,  a part  of  their  nature,  must  be 
taught  the  Indian  in  the  schools,  and  instilled  into 
him  by  education. 

Perseverance  for  one  or  two  years  longer  in  the 
policy  of  removing  the  Indians  from  the  baneful  and 
destructive  influences  which  surround  them  within 
the  3tates  and  territories,  will  unite  the  remnants  ol 
tribes,  still  within  those  limits,  to  their  brethren  in 
the  west;  offering,  as  it  is  believed  the  only  chance, 
not  only  of  civilizing  the  red  map,  but  of  perpetuat- 
ing his  existence. 

By  the  accompanying  report  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners of  every  description  now  on  the  rolls  in  all 
the  states  and  territories,  and  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, (except  those  paid  out  of  the  navy  pension 
fund),  amounts  to  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-four;  of  which  two  thousand  ar.d  seventy- 
two  cases  have  been  admitted  since  the  period  of  the 
last  annual  report.  The  number  of  deaths  of  pen- 
sioners that  have  occurred  during  the  last  year,  and 
been  reported  to  the  department,  is  sixteen  hundred 
and  five.  Fiom  the  numberof  unclaimed  pensions, 
it  is  believed  that  many  more  have  died,  of  whose 
decease,  W'e  have  no  information.  The  number  of 
invalid  pensioners  is  now  four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  having  increased  four  hundred  and 
fourteen  since  1833;  this  increase  is  to  be  attributed 
principally,  to  the  hardships  of  the  service  in  Florida. 
The  number  of  revolutionary  pensioners  under  the 
act  of  March  18,  1818,  has  decreased  from  above 
twenty  thousand  to  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-seven.  Undar  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  thirty- 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight  have  been  ad- 
mitted on  the  pension  roll;  of  which  number,  twen- 
ty-three thousand  two  hundred  and  seven  yet  remain. 
Eleven  hundred  and  eighty-six  pensioners  were  ad- 
mitted under  the  law  ol  May  15,  1828,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army 
who  served  dining  the  war;  only  six  hundred  and 
five  are  now  borne  on  the  rolls.  The  number  ol 
widows  pensioned  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1836. 
is  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- eight,  ol 
whom  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  survive. 
Five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  widows  have 
received  the  benefit  of  ihe  act  of  July,  1838;  but  the 
list  is  now  reduced  to  five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-six.  All  of  those  now  on  the  rolls  will  be 
dropped  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  when  the  term 
of  their  pensions  expires  by  law.  From  the  number 
of  applications,  the  commissioner  is  of  opinion  that 
not  less  than  fourteen  hundred  will  be  added  to  the 
year  1841. 

The  total  sum  drawn  from  the  treasury  during  the 
past  year,  to  pay  pensions,  amounts  to  tw'o  millions 
l'orty-eight  thousand,  six  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars,  exclusive  of  navy  pensions. 

The  experience  of  two  years  confirms  the  opinion 
I formerly  expressed  of  the  vexatious  operation  ol 
the  law  ol  the  6th  of  April,  1838,  which  fixes  the 
short  period  of  eight  months  for  the  return  to  the 
treasury  of  unclaimed  pensions  The  intention  of 
the  law,  no  doubt,  wa9  to  withdraw  that  sum  from 
the  pension  agent;  whereas  its  operation,  on  the  con- 
trary, draws  that  additional  amount  from  the  trea- 
sury at  Washington,  while  it  produces  disappoint- 
ment, inconvenience,  delay  and  expense  to  the  poor 
pensioners. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  December  29,  1835,  ratified  May  23,  1839,  it  was 
agreed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  such 
warriors  of  the  Cherokee  nation  as  were  engaged  on 
the  side  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  the  southern  tribes  of  Indians,  and 
who  were  wounded  in  such  service,  shall  be  entitled 
to  such  pensions  as  shall  be  allowed  them  by  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  1 respectfully  suggest 
that  congress  be  asked  to  act  upon  this  section  of  the 


treaty.  There  are  not  many  Cherokee  warriors  who 
come  under  that  description,  but  they  are  very  des- 
titute; and  the  good  faith  of  the  government  is  pledg- 
ed in  their  favor. 

I cannot  forbear  bringing  to  your  notice  the  ex- 
posed condition  of  the  important  archives  of  this 
department.  Many  of  them  are  kept  in  small  build- 
ings, at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  the  war  office, 
and  surrounded  by  combustible  materials.  A plain 
fire-proof  building,  capable  of  containing  all  these 
detached  offices,  might  be  constructed  for  a sum, 
the  interest  on  which  would  not  exceed  the  amount 
required  for  paying  the  rents  of  those  now  occupied 
for  the  purpose.  All  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted. J.  R.  POINSETT. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  POSTMASTER  GE- 
NERAL. 

Post  office  department,  December  7,  1840. 

Sir:  I submit  a report,  showing  the  service  of  this 
depaitment  the  past  year,  its  present  condition  and 
future  prospects. 

The  extent  of  the  post  routes  in  the  United  States 
covered  by  mail  service,  on  the  30th  of  June  last, 
as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  was  155,739  miles. — 
The  annual  transportation  on  ttiese  routes,  at  the 
rate  existing  on  the  30th  of  June  last,  was  about 
36,370,776  miles. 

The  annual  cost  of  transportation,  estimated  at  the 
rate  of  pay  existing  at  the  close  of  the  year,  was 
3,296,876  dollars,  viz: 

Miles.  Cost. 

By  horse  and  sulkey,  12,182,445  $789,668 

By  stage  and  coach,  20,290,278  1,911,855 

By  steamboat  & rail  road,  3,889,053  595,353 


Total,  36,370,776  $3,296,S76 

In  addition  to  this  service,  the  mails  by  steamboats 
and  other  vessels,  under  the  5th  and  6th  sections  ol 
the  act  of  1825,  are  estimated  to  have  cost,  the  last 
year,  about  9,000  dollars,  and  there  has  been  paid 
lor  ship  and  way  letters,  about  26,000  dollars. 

The  resolution  of  congress  of  May  14,  1836,  au- 
thorised the  postmaster  general  to  extend  the  term 
ol  the  then  existing  contracts  for  six  months,  so  as 
to  have  them  terminate  on  the  30th  June,  instead  of 
the  lastof December.  In  pursuance  ol  this  authori- 
ty, the  contracts  which  would  have  expired  with  the 
present  year  were  extended  to  the  30th  of  June, 
1841,  in  consequence  of  which  the  lettings  that 
would  otherwise  have  fallen  into  the  year  1840  will 
not  take  place  until  the  spring  of  1841.  The  ad- 
vertisement for  this  service  has  been  prepared,  and 
will  soon  be  published. 

The  new  routes,  amounting  to  about  seven  hun- 
dred, established  by  the  act  of  the  7th  of  July,  1839, 
have  been  put  into  operation  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  made  considerable  addition  to  the  expen- 
diture for  the  transportation  service.  This  exten 
sion,  with  the  belief  that  the  unusual  increase  ol 
revenue  w'ould  not  be  realized,  has  indicated  a poli- 
cy ofretrenchment  rather  than  general  improvement; 
but,  since  I took  charge  of  the  depaitment,  some 
improvements  have  been  effected  on  some  of  the 
most  important  routes  which  the  public  interest 
seemed  to  demand,  and  where  little  additional  ex- 
pense was  incurred. 

I have  also  executed  contracts  for  additional  ser- 
vice on  a few  rail  road  and  steamboat  routes,  where 
retrenchments  could  be  made  on  other  routes  nearly 
equivalent  to  the  new  liabilities  assumed.  These 
changes  have  given  some  additional  expedition  to 
the  great  north  and  south  mail,  as  well  as  to  several 
large  mails  connecting  with  it  at  important  points. 

The  number  of  contractors  in  the  sevice  during 
the  last  year  were  about  2,100.  The  number  who  had 
been  fined,  or  had  deductions  made  from  their  pay 
for  delinquencies  in  the  performance  of  their  en- 
gagements, is  628.  The  fines  and  deductions  during 
ihe  year,  exclusive  of  the  remissions,  amount  to 
$60,685  60. 

In  general,  the  transportation  service  has  been 
performed  faithfully,  and  in  a commendable  spirit 
of  energy',  perseverance  and  devotion  to  the  public 
interest.  The  obstacles  which  for  a time,  occasion- 
ed irregularities  in  the  large  mail  south  of  this  city, 
it  is  believed,  have  been  removed. 

The  number  of  post  offices,  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1838,  was  12,519;  the  number  on  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1839,  was  12,780;  on  the  same  day  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  the  number  was  13,463,  showing  an  in- 
crease during  the  year  of  688.  There  have  been 
established  during  the  year,  959  post  offices,  and 
271  discontinued.  The  number  this  day  is  13,638. 
There  have  been  during  the  year  3,231  postmas- 
ters appointed,  of  whom  959  were  for  new  offices. 

Tiie  revenue  of  the  depai  tment  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1840,  as  appears  from  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  postmasters  in  the  auditor’s  of- 
fice, was 


Letter  postage,  $4,003,776  07 

Newspapers  and  pamphlets,  535,229  61 

Fines  paid  to  pastmasters  lor  viola- 
tion of  law,  260  00 


$4,539,265  63 

The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  same  period  were: 

For  compensation  to 

postmasters,  $1,028,925  92 

For  wrapping  paper, 
office  lurniture,  ad- 
vertising, mail  bags, 
mail  locks  and  keys, 
and  stamps,  mail  de- 
predations, and  spe- 
cial agents,  blanks, 
clerks  for  offices, 
and  miscellaneous,  441,778  96 

For  ship,  steamboat, 

and  way  letters,  35.410  81 

For  transportation,  3,252,995  16 

4,759,110  85 


Excess  of  expenditures,  $219,845  17 

The  revenue,  as  compared  with  the  preceeding 
year,  shews  an  increase  of  $61,651  64,  being  a 
fraction  over  one  per  cent. 

The  average  annual  increase  of  revenue  from  1832 
to  1839,  inclusive,  has  been  about  10  per  cent.  But 
as  this  period  includes  the  two  years  ending  June 
30,  1S37,  of  extraordinary  augmentation  of  revenue, 
amounting  to  15  per  cent,  the  first  year,  and  20  per 
cent,  the  second,  10  per  cent,  is  considerably  above 
the  ordinary  annual  increase,  which  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  about  6 per  centum.  The  decline  in  the  re- 
venue, therefore,  Ihe  past  year,  rnay  be  estimated 
at  about  5 per  cent,  or  225,000  dollars. 

Statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the 
post  office  department  for  the  eleven  years  ending 
30th  June,  1839. 


Year  ending 
June  30,  1829 
1S30 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1537 

1538 
1839 


Revenue. 

$1,707,418  42 
1,850,583  10 
1.997,811  54 
2,258,570  17 
2,617.011  88 
2,823,749  34 
2,993,556  66 
3,408,323  59 
4,100.605  43 
4,235,077  97 
4 477,614  04 


Expenditure. 

$1,782,132  57 
1,932,707  95 
1.936,122  87 
2,246,171  66 
2,930,414  87 
2,910,605  08 
2.757,350  08 
2,841,766  36 
3,303, 42S  03 
4,621,837  16 
4,654, 71S  42 


From  this  tabular  statement,  it  appears  that  while 
the  expenditures  of  the  department  have  been  stea- 
dily advancing,  with  few  exceptions,  its  revenues 
have  been  very  fluctuating,  varying  from  a meie 
nominal  increase  to  an  advance  of  20  per  cent,  in  a 
single  year. 

The  extension  of  the  mail  service,  and  the  ad- 
vance in  the  population  ar.d  business  of  the  country, 
are  the  causes  of  the  ordinary  increase  of  the  reve- 
nue. But  temporary  and  extraordinary  circumstan- 
ces often  counteract  these  more  permanent  sources 
ofinerease,  so  far  as  to  prevent  any  material  advance. 
This  has  been  the  case  the  past  year;  during  which 
a combination  of  causes  have  operated  to  impair  the 
revenue,  of  the  department  to  nearly  the  extent  of 
the  average  annual  increase. 

But  the  present  unfavorable  condition  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  department  is  not  wholly  to  be  attributed 
to  the  decline  of  the  revenue  the  past  year;  it  is,  in 
pai  t,  the  result  of  the  too  sudden  and  large  extension 
of  the  service  during  the  years  1S37,  1838  and  1839, 
occasioned  by  the  extraordinary  surplus  which  ac- 
crued in  1836  and  1837.  This  surplus,  on  the  30th 
June,  1836,  was  641, S42  dollars. 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  annual  report  of 
that  year,  recommended  a reduction  of  the  rates  of 
postage.  Congress  did  not  sanction  that  measure; 
but,  by  tlie  act  of  the  2d  July,  1836,  established 
about  seven  hundred  new  post  routes  which  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  the  department  to  put  into  opera- 
tion. The  action  on  this  subject  by  congress  was 
considered  as  indicating  its  desire  that  the  surplus 
which  had  accrued,  and  which  might  accrue,  should 
be  expended  in  providing  additional  mail  accom- 
modations. The  causes  which  had  produced  the 
above  surplus  on  the  30th  June,  1S36,  continued  to 
operate  during  the  remainder  of  that  year,  and  a 
part  of  the  year  1837,  and  as  the  new  contracts  did 
not  go  into  operation  until  after  the  1st  of  Februa- 
ry, 1837,  the  revenue  continued  to  exceed  the  ex- 
penditure; and.  on  the  30th  June,  1837,  the  surplus 
amounted  to  756,208  dollars.  During  the  session 
following,  congress,  by  the  act  of  t tie  7 1 h of  July, 
1838,  established  about  seven  hundred  additional 
routes,  which  were  to  be  put  in  operation  on  the 
1st  of  July,  1839,  or  before,  if  the  revenues  of  the 
department  would  justify  it.  The  second  section 
of  the  same  act  provides  “that  every  rail  road  within 
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the  limits  of  the  United  States  that  now  is,  or  may- 
hereafter  be,  made,  shall  be  a post  route;  and  the 
postmaster  general  shall  cause  the  mail  to  be  trans- 
ported thereon:  Provided,  he  can  have  it  done  on 
reasonable  terms,  and  not  paying  therefor,  in  any 
instance,  more  than  25  per  centum  over  and  above 
what  similar  transportation  would  cost  in  post 
coaches.” 

The  very  liberal  construction  given  to  this  act 
by  the  postmaster  general,  favorable  to  the  interest 
of  the  rail  road  companies,  did  not  satisfy  the  spirit 
of  cupidity  which  belongs  to  corporate  monopolies; 
and  it  was  found  impracticable  to  obtain  contracts 
from  several  of  the  rail  road  companies.  And  con- 
gress, by  the  act  of  25th  January,  1839,  extended 
the  maximum  rate  of  compensation  for  rail  road 
service  to  three  hundred  dollars  per  mile. 

The  new  routes  established  by  the  act  of  7th  of 
July,  1838,  were  mostly  put  into  service  in  1839; 
and  contracts  have  been  made  for  service  on  the 
rail  roads  then  in  existence,  and  most  of  those 
which  have  since  been  completed,  at  rates  of  com- 
pensation, varying  from  twenty-five  to  three  hun- 
dred per  cent,  above  what  had  been  paid  for  coach 
service  on  the  same  routes.  In  England,  the  average 
rate  of  compensation  for  rail  road  service  is  about 
ninety  dollars  per  mile;  and  the  highest  sum  paid 
on  the  most  important  routes  is  one  hundred  and 
seven  dollars  per  mile;  and  the  contractors  are  re- 
quired to  convey  mails  as  often,  and  at  such  times, 
as  may  be  ordered  by  the  postmaster  general  Here, 
with  a rate  of  compensation  nearly  two  hundred  per 
cent,  higher,  it  has  been  found  impracticable,  on 
many  of  the  routes,  to  obtain  that  control  over  the 
time  of  the  departure  and  delivery  of  the  mail, 
which  is  so  essential  to  the  service,  and  is  exercised 
on  other  routes.  In  addition  to  the  compensation 
paid  to  the  rail  road  companies,  there  are  considera- 
ble incidental  expenses  incurred  for  travelling 
agents  on  the  more  important  routes  for  conveying 
the  mail  to  and  from  the  cars  at  the  ends  of  the 
routes,  and  for  supplying  intermediate  offices,  not 
on  the  line  of  the  roads.  The  substitution  of  rail 
road  for  coach  service,  has  borne  very  heavily  on 
the  revenues  of  the  department. 

The  new  routes  established  in  1836  and  1838, 
being  many  of  them,  in  sections  of  the  country 
where  the  roads  are  bad  and  the  settlements  sparse, 
have  yielded  an  income  bearing  but  a small  propor- 
tion to  the  expense  of  the  transportation. 

1'his  great  extension  of  the  service,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  a higher  and  more  expensive  for  a 
cheaper  grade,  under  the  acts  of  congress  referred 
to,  and  the  improvements  on  other  routes,  which 
the  public  interests  seem  to  demand,  since  1836, 
have  carried  the  expenditures  of  the  department,  for 
three  successive  years,  beyond  its  accruing  revenue: 
In  the  year  ending  on  30th  June,  1838, 

the  expenditures  were  $4,621,837  00 

The  revenue  which  accrued  was  4,235,077  00 


Excess  of  expenditure  over  the  reve- 
nue $386,760  00 

The  expenditures  in  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1839,  were  $4,654,718  00 

The  revenue  which  accrued  was  4,477,614  00 

Excess  of  expenditure  $177,104  00 

The  excess  of  the  expenditures  for  these  two 
years  was  met  by  the  surplus  funds  which  had  ac- 
cumulated in  1837,  and  nearly  exhausted  all  that 
surplus  which  was  available. 

In  the  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  made  in 
December  1833,  he  says:  “The  genera!  financial 
disasters  of  last  year  have  not  reduced  the  revenue, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  but  have  prevented 
most  of  the  anticipated  increase  and  thrown  the  de- 
partment upon  its  surplus,  to  sustain  most  of  its 
extentions.  The  indications  now  are,  that  there 
will  be  a slight  improvement  in  the  revenue  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  over  the  preceding;  but  not 
enough  to  produce  any  material  effect.  An  ad 
vance  somewhat  greater  may  be  reasonably  expect- 
ed, next  year,  but  not  great  enough  to  meet  the  in- 
creasing cost  of  mail  service,  and  put  into  operation 
the  new  routes  established  at  the  last  session  of 
congress.  It  will  hence  be  seen  that,  for  more 
than  a year  to  come,  the  curtailment,  rather  than 
the  extension  of  service  on  routes  no  w in  operation, 
is  to  be  expected.” 

The  anticipated  increase  during  the  year  1S39, 
was  realized,  and  amounted  to  5j  per  cent. — pro- 
ducing $241,560.  But  the  greater  increase  looked 
for  in  1340,  has  essentially  failed;  and  the  quarter 
ending  30th  of  September  last,  exhibits  an  actual 
declension  in  the  revenue,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  last  year,  of  about  5 per 
cent.  This  unfavorable  result  lias  been  occasioned 
mainly  by  the  second  suspension  of  the  banks  in  a 
large  section  of  the  union,  followed  by  a general 
depression  of  the  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 


try; which  appears  to  have  been  apprehended  at  the 
close  of  the  last  year,  as  the  postmaster  general  then 
said:  “It  is  possible  that  the  recent  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  in  a large  portion  of 
the  union,  may  again  check  the  increase  in  the 
revenue  of  the  department,  so  as  to  make  retrench- 
ments necessary;  but,  in  any  event,  they  will  be 
inconsiderable.” 

But  the  present  apparently  unfavorable  financial 
condition  of  the  department  need  occasion  no 
anxiety.  It  can  be  sustained  upon  its  own  re- 
sources and  soon  placed  in  a safe  and  prosperous 
condition.  Yet,  to  afford  it  temporary  relief,  cur- 
tailments of  service,  to  a limited  extent,  are  neces- 
sary. This  has  already  been  commenced,  and  will 
be  continued  as  far  as  may  be  found  requisite  to 
place  its  finances  in  a sound  condition.  The  cur- 
tailments orsuspensions  of  service  will  be  made  so 
as  to  occasion  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  public, 
or  injustice  to  the  contractors,  as  sucli  an  operation 
will  admit  of.  As  periodical  retrenchments  are 
unavoidable,  it  deserves  consideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  wise  for  congress  to  prescribe  some 
rule  by  which  all  general  curtailments  are  to  be  ef- 
fected, so  as  to  remove  executive  discretion,  and 
secure  an  equal  apportionment  of  the  reduction  of 
service  among  the  different  sections  of  the  country. 

In  examining  the  causes  which  have  placed  the 
department  in  its  present  condition,  we  discover  its 
resources,  and  its  ability  not  only  to  sustain  itself, 
but  probably  witli  the  aid  of  some  remedial  legisla- 
tion, to  admit  of  a prospective  reduction  of  the  tariff 
on  letter  postage,  which  public  sentiment  seems  to 
demand. 

These  causes  are  to  be  found  in  the  unexampled 
fluctuations  since  1834  in  the  financial  interests  and 
commercial  business  of  the  country.  The  period 
of  unprecedented  overaction  in  trade,  from  the  fall 
of  1834  to  the  spring  of  1837,  occasioned  an  extra- 
ordinary increase  of  revenue,  which  produced  the 
large  surplus  that  existed  in  1S36  and  1837.  Ttiis 
surplus  formed  the  basis  of  the  great  extension  of 
the  mail  service  since  1336,  which  so  far  exceeded 
the  limits  to  which  it  could  have  been  carried  by 
ihe  ordinary  increase  of  revenue,  as  to  absorb  nearly 
the  whole  of  this  surplus  in  two  years.  When  the 
reaction  came  on,  which,  under  any  circumstances, 
would  have  depressed  its  revenues,  the  department 
had  to  sustain  itself  with  an  extent  of  service  be- 
yond its  natural  limits;  which  had  originated  from 
tlie  extraordinary  increase  of  its  revenues  in  1836 
and  1837.  But  the  unusual  increase  of  revenue 
over  tlie  expenditures  during  those  two  years,  wms 
not  entirely  owing  to  tlie  great  activity  ol  trade.  The 
contracts  lor  transportation,  during  that  period,  had 
mostly  been  made  w hen  prices  were  low,  and  the 
revenue  accruing  from  their  performance,  was  re- 
ceived when  prices  had  advanced  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent.  The  department,  therefore,  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  an  excited  state  of  business, 
without  the  draw  back  which,  under  ottier  circum- 
stances, the  advance  in  prices  would  have  occa- 
sioned. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  excess  of  the  expenditures 
over  the  receipts  for'postages,  the  last  three  years,  is 
not  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  depression  of  ttie 
revenue  from  the  state  of  the  times,  than  to  tlie  cir- 
cumstance that  all  the  existing  contracts  were  made 
during  the  high  state  of  prices,  and  at  an  average 
advance  of  about  fiity  per  cent,  above  the  rate  of 
compensation  paid  prior  to  1S36. 

Should  prices  not  vary  essentially  from  their 
present  standard,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
future  lettings  can  be  made  at  greatly  leduced  rates 
of  compensation.  This  is  an  important  resource, 
which,  in  a few  years  without  any  retrenchment  ol 
service,  could  hardly  fail  of  placing  the  finances  ol 
the  department  in  a prosperous  condition.  But  it 
cannot  be  made  immediately  available,  so  that  a 
suspension  or  curtailment  ol  service,  to  a limited 
extent,  becomes  ne  essary. 

The  restoration  of  commercial  activity,  so  confi- 
dently anticipated,  may  reasonably  bp  calculated  to 
produce  a considerable  improvement  during  the 
two  last  quarters  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  a 
much  greater  increase  the  next  year. 

With  a reasonable  expectation  of  a reduction  in 
the  expenses  of  the  transportation,  and  nearly  a 
certainty  of  a considerable  increase  in  its  revenues, 
the  future  prospects  of  the  department  are  highly 
satisfactory. 

Tlie  present  is  a peculiar  crisis  in  its  financial  af- 
fairs, resulting  from  the  operation  of  cause3  which 
f have  endeavored  partially  to  explain,  and  which 
are  not  likely,  in  the  same  degree  at  least,  again  to 
occur. 

There  are  other  causes  of  a more  limited  influence 
which  have  contributed  to  impair  the  revenue  the 
past  year.  The  greatly  enhanced  expense  of  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  upon  rail  roads  is  not  the 
only  way  in  which  they  affect  the  revenues  of  this 


department.  Tlie  great  facilities  which  they  afford 
for  the  transmission  of  letters  and  newspapers  out 
of  the  mail,  have  evidently  diminished  the  receipts 
from  postage.  This  is  proved  by  the  sudden  fall- 
ing off  of  the  revenue  at  points  where  these  facili- 
ties have  recently  been  provided.  Information  has 
also  been  received  from  the  agents  of  the  depart- 
ment, showing  that  letters,  packets  and  newspa- 
pers, were  extensively  conveyed  out  of  the  mail  on 
the  rail  road  and  steamboat  lines,  and  on  many  of 
the  stage  and  coach  routes.  So  far  as  these  practi- 
ces, so  detrimental  to  the  income  of  the  department, 
were  believed  to  be  in  violation  of  law,  I endeavor- 
ed to  suppress  them,  regarding  it  as  my  highest 
duty  to  enforce  tlie  laws.  And  in  respect  to  letters 
canied  by  carriers  and  drivers,  these  efforts,  it  is 
believed,  have  been  generally  effectual;  but  there  is 
no  prohibition  against  persons  conveying  letters  and 
packets  who  may  pass  over  mail  routes  in  the  same 
vehicle  which  transports  the  mail,  and  the  rail  roads 
afford  great  facilities  for  sending  letters  in  this  way. 

Eor  fifteen  years  preceding  the  introduction  of 
the  new  system  in  England,  the  postage  tax  had 
rather  declined,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of 
population  and  business.  This  was,  by  many, 
ascribed  to  the  high  rate  ol  the  tax,  but  tlie  better 
and  more  prevailing  opinion  attributes  it  to  the  nu- 
merous rail  roads  which  have  gone  into  operation. 

The  practice  of  carrying  newspapers  out  of  the 
mail,  without  having  secured  the  privilege  in  the 
contract,  I found  to  be  so  general,  that  it  could  not 
be  suppressed  without  great  inconvenience  to  the 
public;  and,  as  the  ambiguity  of  the  law  admitted 
of  doubts  in  regard  to  ttie  restriction,  I concluded 
that  I should  best  discharge  my  duly  by  permitting 
these  practices  to  continue,  and  leave  it  for  con- 
gress either  to  remove  ttie  prohibition  or  to  make 
the  1 w more  explicit  for  its  enforcement.  As  it  is 
probable  that  the  enforcement  of  the  prohibition 
would  have  the  effect  of  stopping  the  carrying  of 
newspapers  on  the  mail  routes,  rather  than  causing 
them  to  be  conveyed  in  the  mail,  it  would  seem 
both  just  and  politic  to  abolish  the  restriction  en- 
tirely. 

Another  source  of  detriment  to  the  revenue  the 
past  year,  has  been  the  exercise  and  abuse  of  the 
franking  privilege  to  an  unprecedenled»extent. — 
During  the  last  three  quarters,  the  free  matter  con- 
stituted a very  large  portion  of  the  entire  mails. — 
As  the  contracts  have  been  without  reference  to 
this  extraordinary  addition  to  the  bulk  and  weight 
of  the  mails,  the  burden  of  the  transportation  was 
thrown  upon  the  contractors.  The  free  matter  is 
not  only  conveyed  without  compensation,  but  the 
department  is  subjected  to  the  charge  of  tw-o  cents 
for  every  free  letter  or  sealed  packet  delivered  at 
offices  w here  the  postinastei’s  commissions  do  nut 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  quarter.  At  some 
offices  this  allowance  to  the  postmaster  has  absorbed 
his  wffiole  quarterly  balance. 

The  books  of  the  department  furnish  no  data  for 
determining  the  number  of  free  packets  conveyed 
in  the  mail,  as  a large  portion  of  them  are  not  en- 
tered on  the  post  bills.  At  the  post  office  in  this 
city  an  account  was  taken  of  the  number  and 
weight  ol  free  letters  and  packers  during  three 
weeks  ending  the  2d  day  of  May,  the  2d  day  of 
June,  and  the  7th  day  of  July  last.  There  were 
22,038  tree  letters  and  packets  from  the  executive 
departments;  20,363  free  letters  from  members  of 
congress  and  392,268  public  documents  and  other 
franked  packets — making  in  all  431,669.  The  pub- 
lic documents  and  packets  from  congress,  exclusive 
of  the  letters,  weighed  32,689  pounds  nearly  six- 
teen and  a half  Ions.  Taking  this  as  the  aveia,re 
of  the  session  of  thirty-three  weeks,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  free  letters  and  packets  sent  from  the 
office  in  this  city  during  the  late  session  of  congress 
amounted  to  4,781,359  and  the  two  cents  allowed  to 
postmasters  for  the  delivery  of  free  letters  would  be 
$95,627.  This  is  probably  above  the  average  ot  the 
session;  and  the  two  cents  are  not  paid  at  offices 
wtiere  the  postmaster’s  commissions  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars  per  quarter. 

It  may  be  estimated  that  there  has  been  abstracted 
from  the  revenue  ttie  past  year,  in  ttie  allowance  of 
the  two  cents  to  postmasters  for  the  delivery  of  free 
letters  and  packets,  and  the  two  cents  paid  for  ad- 
vertising free  letters,  the  sum  of  $ 150,000. 

And  there  are  tacts  that  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  department,  which  show'  that  great 
abuses  have  been  practised  by  those  enjoying  the 
nrivileges,  in  the  highest  as  well  as  the  lowest  sta- 
tions, in  covering  the  correspondence  of  others,  to 
the  great  injury  of  its  revenue.  This  and  other 
abuses  of  the  privilege  appear  to  be  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  imperiously/  demand  a remedy,  either  by 
its  entire  abolition,  or  such  restrictions  upon  it  as 
could  be  enforced  by  the  department. 

The  provision  in  the  act  ol  1825,  allowing  two 
cents  to  postmasters  on  free  letters  should  be  abo- 
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lished,  as  it  is  unreasonable  that  those  enjoying  an 
exclusive  privilege  should  derive  a revenue  from 
the  same  privilege  possessed  by  others.  Postmas- 
ters might  be  properly  restricted  in  sending  and  re- 
ceiving free  letters,  to  their  own  office.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  all  exclusive  privileges  to  run  into  abuse, 
and  hence  we  find  that,  of  the  twelve  acts  of  con- 
gress relating  to  the  franking  privilege  of  its  mem- 
bers and  officers,  all,  with  one  exception,  have  serv- 
ed to  enlarge  the  right. 

The  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenues 
have  been  conducted  with  success  and  convenience 
by  the  agents  of  the  department,  with  litlle  trouble 
to  them,°and  without  charge  upon  its  mean3.  The 
act  of  Hie  4th  of  July  last  has  occasioned  no  mate- 
rial change  in  the  financial  system  of  this  depart- 
ment, except  substituting  the  receivers  general  for 
the  postmasters,  at  some  important  points,  as  the  de- 
positaries of  its  funds.  But  the  penal  provisions  of 
the  act,  which  makes  using  or  loaning  the  public 
moneys  a conversion  and  embezzlement  of  them, 
and  punishable  as  a criminal  olfence,  are  applicable 
to  postmasters,  and  cannot  fail  of  having  a salutary 
influence  in  promoting  prompt  payment  of  the 
quarterly  balances,  of  which  there  has  been  great 
improvement  the  last  few  years,  and  in  preventing 
defalcations. 

The  revision  of  the  tariff  of  postage,  with  the 
view  to  reduction  and  convenience,  has,  for  some 
years  past,  attracted  the  public  attention,  and,  on 
several  occasions,  been  brought  under  the  conside- 
ration of  congress  without  any  definite  action.  At 
the  second  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  congress,  the 
house  of  representatives  adopted  resolutions  calling 
on  the  postmaster  general  to  state  “what,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  the  effect  on  the  revenues  of  the  de- 
partment, oi  the  establishment  of  the  following  tariff' 
of  postages  of  letters:  On  letters  conveyed  80  miles 
and  under,  five  cents;  over  80  miles  and  not  exceed- 
ing 200,  ten  cents;  over  200  and  not  exceeding  400, 
fifteen  cents;  over  400  miles,  twenty  cents;  -and  to 
state  what  olher  tariff,  fixing  the  rates  in  federal 
money,  and  having  in  view  the  greatest  reduction 
consistent  with  the  necessary  means  of  the  depart- 
ment, if  any  in  hisjudgment,  would  be  more  just  than 
the  above.  And  that  he  also  state  wffiat  alterations, 
if  any,  (nay  be  made  in  the  present  rates  of  pos- 
tage on  newspapers,  pamphlets  and  periodicals,  so 
as  to  promote  the  circulation  of  information  without 
detriment  to  the  revenues  of  the  department.” 

It  i3  supposed  that  this  resolution,  in  connection 
with  the  prevailing  interest  then  felt  in  the  success 
of  the  experiment  making  in  England  by  what  is 
called  the  penny  system,  induced  the  late  postmas- 
ter genarul  to  commission  George  Plitt,  esq.  one  of 
the  special  agents  of  this  department,  to  visit  Eu- 
rope for  the  purpose  of  collecting  such  information 
concerning  the  new  system  in  England,  and  the 
mail  establishments  in  other  European  countries,  as 
might  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  our  own 
system. 

Mr.  Plitt  left  the  United  States  on  this  special  ser- 
vice in  June,  1839,  and  returned  in  August  last. — 
The  results  of  hi=  inquiries  are  contained  in  the  re- 
port prepared  by  him,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 
It  contains  extensive  details  tending  to  show  the 
condition  and  management  of  the  mail  establishment 
in  several  of  the  most  important  countries  in  Europe, 
and  many  interesting  facts  and  valuable  suggestions 
for  the  improvement  of  the  system  in  the  U.  States. 
Many  of  the  reforms  and  improvements  recom- 
mended are  deserving  of  consideration.  It  will  be 
seen  that  he  recommends  an  entire  change  in  our 
tariff  of  postage,  and  to  have  all  mail  matter  taxed 
by  weight;  letters  not  weighing  over  half  an  ounce 
to  be  rated  at  five  cents  for  any  distance  less  than 
590  miles,  ami  ten  cents  over  that  distance;  and  the 
same  rates  for  every  additional  half  ounce  when 
prepaid,  and  double  those  rates  when  not  prepaid. 
As  such  a change  would  give  great  relief,  not  only 
to  the  commercial  interests,  but  to  the  wdiole  com- 
munity, it  is  to  be  regrelted  that  neither  the  present 
condition  nor  future  prospects  ol  the  establishment 
seem  to  justify  so  great  a reduction  in  the  postage 
tax. 

It  is  apparent  that  no  essential  change  in  the  rates 
of  postage  should  be  made  without  great  considera- 
tion. The  post  office  establishment  is  different  from 
any  other  branch  of  the  public  service.  It  is  a fun- 
damental principle  in  its  organization,  that  it  is  to 
be  sustained  by  its  own  revenues.  This  principle 
not  only  avoids  any  charge  upon  the  treasury,  but 
serves  to  limit  and  regulate  the  action  of  the  depart- 
ment. Should  its  expenses,  in  whole  or  in  part,  be 
thrown  upon  the  treasury,  even  for  a single  year,  it 
might  be  difficult  to  return  to  tile  present  principle; 
and  such  are  the  temptations  to  enlarge  the  circle  of 
action,  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  prescribe  any 
reasonable  limit  to  it.  And  such  a change  in  the 
principle  of  the  department,  embracing,  as  it  does, 
such  a vast  extent  of  private  interes1,  both  in  num- 


ber and  amount,  would  open  a door  to  extensive 
abuses,  wasteful  to  the  public  revenue,  extending 
its  patronage,  and  at  the  same  time  removing,  the 
checks  upon  it  which  now  exist.  Without  enlarg- 
ing upon  this  point,  it  is  believed  that  no  one  will  be 
disposed  either  partially  or  temporarily,  to  throw  the 
department  for  its  support  on  the  national  treasury. 

Any  sudden  and  material  reduction  of  its  revenue 
therefore,  would  render  it  necessary  to  make  a cor- 
responding curtailment  of  the  mail  service,  which  all 
must  see  would  be  attended  with  the  most  serious 
inconvenience  to  the  whole  community.  And  as  the 
present  revenue,  with  the  reasonable  increase  that 
may  be  anticipated,  is  barely  sufficient  to  support 
the  department  with  the  existing  service,  and  such 
necessary  improvements  and  extensions  as  will  be 
required,  it  is  evident  that  there  can  be  no  reduction 
of  its  aggregate  revenues. 

The  question,  therefore,  of  the  reduction  of  its  re- 
venues is  excluded  from  consideration;  and  the  only 
matter  for  inquiry  is,  whether  the  same  amount  of 
revenue  can  be  collected  with  the  proposed  or  any 
other  reduced  rates  of  postages?  There  may  be  cases 
in  every  branch  of  indirect  taxation,  in  which  the 
reduction  of  the  tax  will  increase  the  amount  of  re- 
venue. But  this  result  can  only  be  realized,  when 
the  duty  is  so  exborbitantly  high  as  to  either  occa- 
sion gross  evasions  of  the  law,  or  to  check  the  busi- 
ness on  which  the  tax  falls.  And  although  the  re- 
duction of  the  late  of  postage  would  increase  cor- 
respondence, there  is  in  my  judgment  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  addition  of  revenue  from  thatsource 
would  equal  the  loss  from  the  reduction  of  the  rates. 
The  experiment  now  making  in  England,  appears 
to  afford  little  support  to  a contrary  opinion,  for,  if 
unottical  information  can  be  relied  upon,  the  reve- 
nue there  has  fallen  off  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  or 
about  840,000  pounds  sterling,  on  a revenue  of  less 
than  £2,000,000. 

Shall  we  then  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
present  high  rates  of  letter  postage  are  to  be  perma- 
nently maintained11 

This  would  seem  to  be  the  case,  unless  there  be  a 
change  in  the  system,  bv  whicli  the  expense  of  the 
transportation  may  be  reduced,  the  correspondence 
increased,  and  the  postage  on  newspapers  and  print- 
ed matter  be  equalized  and  raised.  All  these  ob- 
jects are  practicable,  and  their  united  influence 
would  probably  admit  of  a greater  reduction  in  the 
rates  of  letter  postage,  than  is  proposed  in  the  reso- 
solution  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Such  a ref,  rm  in  the  system,  in  my  judgment,  is 
demanded  by  views  of  public  policy  and  the  higher 
considerations  of  private  justice.  The  institutions 
of  this  country  are  based  on  the  principles  of  justice 
and  equal  rights,  and  any  legislation,  and  more  espe- 
cially any  system  of  taxation,  which  is  a manifest 
violation  of  those  principles,  can  only  be  sustained 
by  the  forbearance  of  public  opinion,  in  subjecting  its 
to  that  test  by  which  all  public  measures  must  stand 
or  fall. 

A slight  examinalion  of  our  tariff  of  postage,  in 
comparison  with  the  expense  of  the  mail  establish- 
ment, is  sufficient  to  show  its  manifest  injustice. 

The  quarterly  returns  of  postmasters  furnish  no 
data  to  determine  the  relative  pioportions  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  matter  conveyed  in  the  mail.  During 
one  week  in  the  month  of  June,  1838,  an  account 
was  taken  of  the  number  and  weight  of  the  letters, 
and  the  weight  of  the  newspapers  and  other  printed 
matter  received  to  be  conveyed  in  the  mail,  at  the 
offices  in  New  Yoik,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Wash- 
ington city  and  Richmond.  The  tabular  statement 
containing  these  facts  is  herewith  submitted.  There 
were  some  omissions,  and,  no  doubt  some  inaccura- 
cies in  the  process,  but  the  results  are  sufficiently 
correct  for  the  present  purpose. 

The  whole  weight  was  55,241  pounds;  of  which 
44,468  pounds  consisted  of  newspapers;  8,837  of  pe- 
riodicals and  pamphlets;  more  than  five-eighths  of 
which  being  public  documents  or  other  free  packets 
deposited  in  the  office  at  Washington  city;  and  the 
letters,  both  taxable  and  free,  amounted  to  only  1,922 
pounds,  being  something  less  than  four  per  cent. — 
The  proportion  of  printed  matter  received  at  these 
offices  and  especially  during  the  session  of  congress, 
may  have  been  something  greater  than  that  of  the 
whole  mails  in  the  United  States. 

It  will  not  be  far  from  the  truth,  to  estimate  the 
printed  matter  as  constituting  ninety  five  per  cent, 
of  the  wdiole  mails,  whilst  it  pays  but  about  twelve 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  gross  revenue,  and  but  about 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  nett  revenue;  the  commissions 
on  the  postage  from  newspapers  and  pamphlets  be- 
ing more  tiian  on  that  from  letters. 

In  the  transportation,  constituting  the  principal 
expenditure  of  the  establishment,  there  are  three 
main  elements  of  prices: 

1.  Tiie  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mail. 

2.  The  expedition  with  which  it  is  conveyed. 


3.  The  mode  of  conveyance  when  not  controlled 
by  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mail,  but  in  reference 
to  accommodating  the  public  travel. 

As  the  expense  of  expedition  depends  mainly  on 
the  weight  of  the  mail,  these  two  elements  of  price 
are,  eventually,  resolved  into  one;  so  that  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  depends  on  the  bulk  and 
weight  of  the  mail,  and  the  mode  of  conveyance, 
where  it  has  reference  to  the  public  travel,  and  is  of 
a higher  and  more  expensive  grade  than  the  mail 
service  would  require. 

The  services  of  postmasters  depend  on  the  amount 
of  mail  matter;  the  number  of  packets  whicli  are  re- 
ceived, distributed  or  delivered  at  their  respective 
offices.  But  the  letters,  being  made  up  into  mails 
require  some  more  labor  than  the  newspaper  and 
other  packages  not  sent  in  that  form. 

From  this  analysis,  it  is  apparent,  that  nearly  the 
whole  expenditure  of  the  mail  establishment  is 
thrown  upon  correspondence;  it  pays  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  free  matter,  the  greater  portion  of  that  of 
newspapers,  periodicals  and  pamphlets,  and  the  en- 
tire,additional  expense_incurred  for  accommodating 
the  public  travel. 

Wilh  all  these  burdens  not  properly  belonging  to 
it,  fhown  upon  correspondence,  the  high  rate  of  post- 
age on  letters  cannot  be  snrprising;  nor  can]  it  be 
reduced,  and  keep  up  the  present  extent  of  the 
raaii  service,  with  the  improvements  and  additions 
which  will  be  required,  without  some  portion  of 
those  burdens  are  removed  by  a change  in  the  sys- 
tem. 

Nothing  can  be  more  apparent  than  the  palpable 
injustice  of  our  present  system  of  postage  tariff. 

The  objections  against  a high  protective  tariff  on 
importations  apply  with  still  more  force  to  our  tariff 
of  postages,  both  in  respect  to  principle  and  the  de- 
gree of  injustice.  In  the  former,  the  whole  commu- 
nity are  indirectly  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  a particu- 
lar class,  and  the  whole  interests  of  the  country  are 
burthened  to  relieve  a particular  interest,  but  the 
tax  being  indirect,  (hose  on  whom  it  falls  may,  in 
some  way,  derive  an  accidental  advantage  from  it. 
This  at  least  is  contended  by  its  advocates.  The 
postage  tariff  is  a direct  tax  upon  one  man  for  the 
benefit  of  another^a  direct  burden  on  one  class  for 
the  relief  of  another  class. 

What  principle  or  justice  of  public  policy  can  sus- 
tain a law  which  taxes  a correspondent  in  New  York 
who  has  occasion  to  send  a letter  by  mail  to  New 
Oi  leans,  two  hundred  and  filly  per  cent,  more  than 
the  service  is  worth,  or  costs,  to  enable  a subscriber 
in  New  York  to  a newspaper  in  New  Orleans  lo 
have  it  conveyed  to  him  by  mail,  eighty-eight  per 
cent,  less  than  the  actual  cost  of  the  service?  And 
what  adds  to  this  injustice  is  the  fact  that  the  mail 
establishment  is  a government  monopoly,  which  by 
prohibiting  private  posts,  compels  the  correspondent 
to  send  his  letter  by  the  public  conveyance. 

Our  system  of  postage  tariff  was  derived  from 
England,  where  postage  was  a tax  for  revenue  ana- 
logous to  the  stamp  tax,  as  like  that,  it  was  a tax  on 
business.  Here,  it  is  not  a tax,  but  in  the  nature  of 
freight,  or  a charge  for  the  service  performed.  The 
injustice  therefore,  is  much  greater  where  the  pos- 
tage is  levied,  not  for  revenue,  but  for  defraying  the 
expense  of  the  mail  service. 

The  low  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers  and  other 
printed  matter,  originated  in  considerations  of  pub- 
lic policy,  and  were  designated  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral dissemination  of  intelligence  among  the  people. 
But  the  reasons  for  this  policy,  if  admitted  ever  to 
have  been  just,  have  in  a great  measure  ceased  to  ex- 
ist. When  the  mail  establishment  was  first  orga- 
nized, printing  was  confined  to  the  large  cities,  and 
there  were  few  other  channels  for  conveying  news- 
papers hut  the  mails.  Now  there  are  printing  es- 
tablishments in  almost  every  village;  and  rail  roads, 
steamboats,  and  other  lines  of  communication,  afford 
cheap  and  convenient  channels  for  conveying  news- 
papers and  other  publications,  tile  greater  portion  of 
which  are  distributed  among  the  people  without  the 
agency  of  the  mail. 

With  the  view  to  remove  man}’  of  the  growing 
evils  of  the  mail  establishment,  and  secure  the  re- 
duction of  letter  postage,  I respectfully  propose  a 
change  in  the  system,  on  the  following  basis: 

1.  The  entire  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege, 
as  an  exclusive  personal  right,  with  the  exception  of 
(he  executive  and  tile  heads  of  departments. 

3.  A limitation  by  law  of  the  maximum  rate  of 
compensation  forall  steamboats,  railroads  and  coach 
service. 

3.  The  equalization  of  postage  on  newspapers  and 
other  printed  matter,  with  an  advance  of  one  hun- 
dred per  cent. 

4.  A revision  of  the  tariff  of  letter  postage  with  a 
reduction  of  twenty  five  per  cent. 

The  effect  of  the  first  of  these  changes  would  be  to 
greatly  diminish  (the  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mails, 
and  to  increase  the  postage.  Probably  two-thirds  of 
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the  mail  matter  now  going  free  would  be  excluded, 
and  what  remained  would  be  charged  with  postage; 
and  the  two  cents  paid  for  the  delivery  of  free  pac- 
kets would  be  saved. 

The  newspapers  received  by  printers  in  exchange 
might  be  exempted  from  postage,  with  a limitation 
by  law  of  the  number.  Letters  addressed  to  a post- 
master exclusively  on  the  business  of  his  office,  it 
might.be  reasonable  to  except  from  the  postage  tax; 
and  also  all  letters  written  by  postmasters  exclusive- 
ly on  official  business,  provided  they  are  unsealed, 
(except  when  addressed  to  another  postmaster  or 
agent  of  the  department),  so  that  the  office  of  de- 
livery may  be  enabled  to  decide  whether  the  letter 
is  legally  and  properly  entitled  to  go  free.  The  post- 
age on  letters  received  by  members  of  congress 
might  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two 
bouses,  and  on  those  sent  by  them  during  the  session, 
limited  to  a certain  number  daily;  or  such  limited 
number  per  day,  sufficient  for  their  official  corres- 
pondence, might  be  permitted  to  go  free  of  postage; 
and  public  documents,  printed  by  the  order  of  either 
house  of  congress,  to  possess  the  privilege  they  now 
do,  when  sent  by  a member  with  his  certificate  that 
they  were  public  documents. 

Such  a modification  of  their  privilege  would  re- 
lieve members  of  congress  from  much  correspon- 
dence very  burdensome  to  them,  and,  in  general,  of 
very  little  public  utility.  It  would  tend  to  arrest  the 
concentration  at  the  seat  of  government  of  those  in- 
fluences which  for  some  time  past,  appear  to  have 
directed  and  controlled  the  politics  of  the  country, 
and  to  add  to  that  stimulus  which  aggravates  politi- 
cal excitements.  The  unlimited  extent  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege  is  among  the  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced the  centralization  of  political  influence,  by 
enabling  it  to  exert  its  power,  with  a view  to  a defi- 
nite purpose,  over  the  country. 

The  effect  of  the  second  change  would  be  to  re- 
duce the  expense  of  transportation,  and  on  many 
routes  to  substitute  a lower  and  cheaper  grade  of  ser- 
vice, as  wagon,  sulkey  or  horse,  in  the  place  of  stage 
or  coach  service. 

The  effect  of  equalizing  and  raising  the  postage  on 
newspapers  and  other  printed  matter,  would  be  to 
diminish  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mails,  and  in- 
crease that  branch  of  the  revenue  about  one  hundred 
per  cent. 

The  revision  of  the  tariff  of  letter  postage  on  the 
basis  ol  a reduction  of  25  per  cent,  would  increase 
correspondence,  yet  add  little  to  the  bulk  or  weight 
of  the  mails,  and  the  postage  on  the  additional  letters 
conveyed  would  supply,  in  part,  the  loss  to  the  reve- 
nue from  the  reduction  of  the  rates. 

The  etfect  of  the  whole  would  be  to  lighten  the 
mails,  and  render  their  bulk  and  weight  more  uni- 
form; to  cheapen  the  transpoitation,  and  secure  more 
regularity  in  the  service;  and,  by  reducing  the  tax  on 
correspondence,  relieve  the  commercial  interest,  and 
benefit  the  whole  community. 

CJThe  tariff' of  postage  on  newspapers,  periodicals 
and  pamphlets,  is  almost  as  unequal  and  unjust  as 
the  comparative  rates  of  postage  upon  letters  and 
printed  matter.  This  inequality  and  injustice  have 
arisen  from  the  great  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  whereby  the  for- 
mer distinctions  as  to  dimension  have  been  lost,  and 
a corresponding  change  in  the  forms  of  publications 
introduced. 

All  newspapers  now  pay  the  same’  postage,  al- 
though some  are  ten  limes  ttie  dimensions  and  weight 
of  others.  Thi3  is  not  only  unjust  to  those  who  pay 
the  tax,  but  equally  so  to  the  publishers.  It  gives 
an  undue  advantage  to  the  large  establishments  in 
the  commercial  cities  over  the  penny  papers  in  the 
same  places  and  the  country  newspapers,  which  are 
more  removed  from  sinister  influences,  and  in  gene- 
ral, are  the  most  independent  channels  of  sound  pub- 
lic opinion.  There  seems  no  good  reason  for  the 
difference  in  postage  between  periodical  and  non- 
periodical  pamphlets,  and  the  destruction,  in  fact, 
is  often  difficult  to  determine.  By  the  present  law, 
all  piinted  matter,  except  newspapers,  is  taxed  by 
the  sheet;  and,  from  ttie  change  in  the  forms  of  pub- 
lications, the  postage  is  not  and  cannot  be  collected 
with  any  uniloi  unity,  from  the  difficulty  experienc- 
ed by  postmasters  in  classing  the  various  publi- 
cations. Sixteen  pages,  of  octavo  constitute  a sheet, 
and  twenty-four  a duodecimo,  although  it  is  often 
nearly  impracticable  to  distinguish  between  them. 

To  remove  all  these  difficulties,  and  establish  a 
uniform  rate  of  postage  on  printed  matter  the  best 
rule  w'ould  be  to  tax  it  by  weight.  But  if  there  should 
be  objections  to  so  great  a change,  newspapers  could 
be  divided  into  three  classes,  according  to  their  di- 
mensions, on  the  plan  recommended  b}  the  late  post- 
master general  in  his  annual  report  in  ISfffi.  To  tax 
other  printed  matter  by  weight,  it  is  believed,  there 
can  be  no  objection.  Whether  the  other  more  im- 
portant reforms  which  have  been  recommended 
be  effected  or  not,  the  tariff  of  postage  on  newspapers 


and  printed  matter  urgently  demands  a radical  re- 
vision. The  advance  on  the  postage  of  newspapers 
and  other  printed  matter,  although  regarded  as  emi- 
nently just,  is  not  deemed  indispensable  to  the  ob- 
ject in  view;  as  a revision  and  equalization  of  the 
tariff,  taking  a common  sized  newspaper  of  about 
550  square  inches  as  the  basis,  would  make  a large 
addition  to  this  branch  of  the  revenue  of  ihe  depart- 
ment. 

The  tariff  of  letter  postage  proposed  in  the  reso- 
lution ol  the  house  of  representatives  would  occa- 
sion a reduction  in  that  branch  of  the  revenue,  with- 
out reference  to  the  increase  ol  letters,  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  This  reduction, 
therefore,  would  amount  to  about  $'900,000.  The 
increase  of  revenue,  from  the  modification  and  re- 
striction of  the  franking  privilege,  may  be  estimated 
at  $250,000;  and  that  from  an  increase  of  corres- 
pondence at  an  equal  sum.  The  saving  in  Ihe  trans- 
portation cannot  well  be  eslimated;  but  it  would  no 
doubt  amount  to  several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  increase  of  gross  revenue  from  postageson  news- 
papers and  other  printed  matter,  with  the  advance 
on  Ihe  postage  as  proposed,  would  probably  amount 
to  $500,000.  Without  the  advance,  the  revision  and 
equalization  might  be  estimated  to  produce  half  that 
sum. 

These  changes  in  the  establishment  could  there- 
fore be  made  not  only  with  safety  to  its  finances,  but 
they  could  hardly  fail  of  placing  them  in  a more 
flourishing  condition. 

The  full  benefit  of  these  improvements  could  not 
be  realised  under  four  years;  that  period  being  re- 
quisite to  enable  all  the  contracts  to  be  made  with 
refereuce  to  them. 

It  may  be  deemed  an  inauspicious  time,  when  the 
finances  of  the  department  are  low,  to  revise  the 
tariff  of  postages  on  the  basis  of  a reduction.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  it  can  be  most  safely  and  ju- 
diciously done  at  such  a period.  If  attempted  when 
the  revenue  is  rapidly  increasing,  the  new  tariff 
would  unavoidably  be  in  some  decree  based  on  a 
state  of  revenue  which  would  be  found  to  be  only 
temporary.  But  from  the  present  condition  ot  the 
finances  it  would  be  necessary  to  postpone  the  re- 
duced tariff  of  letter  postage  until  the  first  of  July, 
1842.  And  by  the  other  changes  taking  effect  im- 
mediately, less  retrenchments  would  be  required, 
and  the  finances  of  the  department  placed  in  a pros- 
perous condition  at  the  period  the  new  tariff  was  to 
go  into  operation. 

These  changes  in  the  system,  when  their  benefits 
shall  have  been  full}’  realized,  with  such  improve- 
ments as  w ill  naturally  suggest  themselves,  it  is  con- 
fidently believed  will  admit  of  a still  further  reduc- 
tionofthe  rales  of  letter  postage,  and  ultimately  bring 
them  down  fifty  per  cent. 

The  great  inconvenience  in  the  transaction  of  its 
business  to  which,  for  several  years,  this  department 
has  been  subjected,  for  the  want  of  a public  build- 
ing adapted  to  its  use,  and  the  constant  exposure  of 
its  books  and  papers,  will  soon  be  removed  by  the 
completion  of  the  building  now  erecting  for  it.  I 
have  adopted  such  measures  as  w'ere  within  my 
control  to  protect  the  present  building  and  public 
property  from  fire.  The  building  now  erecting  for 
Ihe  post  office  department,  if  the  contractors  do  not 
obtain  from  congress  a further  extension  of  the  time 
for  the  performance  of  their  contracts,  will  be  fit  for 
occupation  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  autumn. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

JOHN  M.  NILES. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER  ON  THE 
FINANCE. 

The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Wright,  proposing 
to  refer  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
coming  up  for  consideration,  Mr.  Webster  rose  and 
addressed  the  senate  nearly  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  It  has  not  been  without  great  re- 
luctance that  I have  risen  to  offer  any  remarks  on 
the  m-ssage  of  the  piesidenf,  especially  at  this  early 
period  of  the  session.  I have  no  wish  to  witness  a 
prolonged  and  angry  and  exciting  discussion  on  the 
topics  it  contains.  The  message  is,  mainly,  devoted 
to  an  elaborate  and  plausible  defence  of  the  course 
of  the  existing  administration  on  the  finances  and 
currency  of  the  country;  it  dwells  on  the  subjects 
which  have  been  so  long  discussed  among  us,  on 
banks  and  banking,  on  the  excess  of  commerce  and 
speculation,  on  the  state  debts,  and  the  dangers 
arising  from  them — on  the  sub-treasury,  as  it  has 
been  cailed,  or  the  independent  treasury,  as  others 
have  denominated  it.  I propose  now  to  deal  with 
none  oT  these  points;  so  far  as  they  may  be  suppos- 
ed to  affect  the  merits  or  character  of  the  adminis- 
tration, they  have,  as  I understand  it,  been  passed 
upon  by  the  country;  and  I have  no  disposition  to 
reargue  any  of  them.  Nor  do  I wish  to  enter  upon 
an  inquiry  as  to  what,  in  these  matters,  is  supposed 


to  have  been  approved  or  disapproved  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  however,  thus 
far,  to  be  the  disposition  of  the  nation  to  change  the 
administration  of  the  government.  All  I purpose 
at  this  time  to  do  is,  to  present  some  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  the  finances,  speaking  on  the  present 
state  of  things  only,  without  recurring  to  the  past, 
or  speculating  as  to  the  future.  Yet  I suppose  that 
some  proper  forecast,  some  disposition  to  provide 
for  what  is  before  as,  naturally  mixes  itself  up  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  with  all  inquiries  of  this  sort. 

In  this  view,  I shall  submit  a lew  thougtits  upon 
the  message  of  the  president;  but  I deem  it  neces- 
sary to  preface  what  I shall  say  with  some  few  pre- 
liminary remarks. 

And,  first,  I will  say  a word  or  two  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  an  unfounded  or  erroneous  im- 
pression is  communicated  to  the  people  by  that  docu- 
ment. In  this  point  of  view  I notice  what  the 
president  says  in  the  8th  page.  He  there  represents 
it  as  the  great  distinctive  principle — the  grand  dif- 
ference in  the  characters  of  our  public  men — that  of 
one  class  of  them  it  has  been  the  constant  object  to 
create  and  to  maintain  a public  debt,  and  with 
another,  to  prevent  and  to  discharge  it.  This  I 
consider  as  an  unfounded  imputation  on  those  who 
have  conducted  the  government  of  this  country. 
The  president  says  he  has  “deemed  this  brief  sum- 
mary of  our  fiscal  affairs  necessary  to  the  due  per- 
formance of  a duty  specially  enjoined  upon  him  by 
the  constitution.’’  It  will  serve,  also,  to  illustrate 
more  fully  the  principles  by  which  he  has  been 
guided  in  reference  to  two  contested  points  in  our 
public  policy,  which  were  earliest  in  their  develop- 
ment, and  have  been  more  important  in  their  conse- 
quences than  any  that  have  arisen  under  our  sys- 
tem of  government;  he  “alludes  to  a national  debt 
and  a national  bank.”  About  a national  bank  I 
have  nothing  at  present  to  say;  but  here  it  is  offici- 
ally announced  to  us  that  it  has  been  a great  con- 
tested question  in  the  country  whether  there  shall 
or  shall  not  be  a national  debt!  Now,  I submit  it  to 
the  senate  whether  there  has  ever  existed  in  the 
country  any  party,  at  any  time,  which  avowed  itself 
in  favor  of  a national  debt,  per  se,  as  a thing  desira- 
ble? Does  the  history  of  the  past  debts  contracted 
by  the  government  lay  the  least  foundation  for  any 
such  an  assertion?  The  first  national  debt  we  have 
had  was  the  loan  negotiated  in  Holland  by  John 
Adams.  None,  I presume,  ever  doubted  the  policy 
of  such  a loan  in  the  then  circumstances  of  the 
country.  Then  there  came  the  debt  contracted,  for 
the  pay  of  the  revolutionary  army,  by  the  conti- 
nental  congress,  or  rather  by  the  country  through 
that  congress.  Next  were  the  debts  incurred  during 
the  war  by  the  states  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  war.  Provision  was  made  for  discharging  these 
debts  as  the  cost  of  our  revolution;  can  any  body 
object  to  a debt  like  this?  Of  the  same  character 
were  the  loans  made  by  government  to  carry  on  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  These  are  the  princi- 
pal national  debts  we  have  ever  contracted,  and  I 
cannot  but  think  it  singularly  unfortunate  that  what 
looks  so  much  like  an  imputation  on  those  who  au- 
thorised these  loans  should  come  from  the  head  of 
an  administration  which,  so  far  as  I know,  is  the 
first  that  has  ever  commenced  a national  debt  in  a 
lime  of  profound  peace. 

And  now  to  proceed  to  the  actual  state  of  the 
finances. 

The  message,  though  it  does  not  call  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  government  a national  debt,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  speaks  in  the  strongest  terms  against  a 
national  debt,  yet  admits  that  there  are  treasury 
notes  outstanding,  and  bearing  interest,  to  the 
amount  of  four  and  a half  millions;  and  I see,  con- 
nected with  this, other  important  and  leading  truths, 
very  necessary  to  be  considered  by  those  who  would 
look  out  beforehand  that  they  may  provide  foi  fu- 
ture revenue. 

Of  these,  the  first  in  importance  is,  that  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  government  during  the  term  of  the 
present  administration  have  greatly  exceeded  its  in- 
come. I shall  not  now  argue  the  question  whether 
these  expenditures  have  been  reasonable  or  unrea- 
sonable, necessary  or  unnecessary.  I am  looking  at 
the  facts  in  a financial  view  purely — and  I say  that 
our  experience  of  the  action  of  congress  during  the 
last  four  years  has  been,  that  ihe  public  expenditure 
has  exceeded  ike  public  income  at  ihe  rate  of  seven 
MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM.  This  is  easi- 
ly demonstrated. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  first  session  of  this 
presidential  term,  in  January,  1S37,  there  was  in  the 
treasury  a balance  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  which 
was  reserved  from  distribution  by  what  has  usually 
been  called  the  deposite  act.  The  intention  of  con- 
gress was  to  reserve  five  millions  only;  but,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  uncertainty  which  attended  the 
mode  of  effecting  this  result,  the  secretary,  in  his 
calculations,  wishing  to  be,  at  least,  on  the  safe 
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side,  it  turned  out  that  the  sum  actually  reserved 
was  six  millions.  Here,  then,  was  this  amount  in 
the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837.  Events 
occurred  during  that  year  which  induced  congress 
to  modify  the  deposite  act  so  as  to  bring  back  again 
into  the  treasury  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  sum 
to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  which  amounted  to 
nine  millions.  1 find,  further,  from  the  communi- 
cations of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  now  submit- 
ted to  the  senate,  that,  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  which 
bonds  had  been  given  to  the  treasury  by  the  Bank 
of  ttie  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  which  bonds 
are  now  paid,  there  have  been  received  eight  mil- 
lions. Now,  sir,  these  are  all  items  of  a pre-exist- 
ing fund,  some  of  which  have  accrued  since  Janua- 
ry" 1837. 

To  these  I may  add  the  outstanding  treasury  notes 
running  on  interest,  (four  and  a halt  millions);  and 
the  whole  forms  an  aggregate  of  twenty-seven  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars  of  surplus,  in  addition  to  the 
current  revenue,  which  have  been  expended  in  three 
and  a half  or  four  years — excepting,  of  course,  what 
may  remain  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  that  term. 
Here,  then,  has  the  government  been  expending 
money  at  the  rate  of  nearly  eight  millions  per  an- 
num beyond  its  income.  What  state  of  things  is 
that?  Suppose  it  should  go  on.  Does  not  every 
man  see  that  we  have  a vast  debt  immediately  be- 
fore us? 

But  is  this  all? — is  this  all?  I am'inclined  to  think 
that,  in  one  respect  at  least,  it  is  not  all.  The  trea- 
sury, I think,  has  not  duly  distinguished,  in  refer- 
ence to  one  important  bra  ich  of  its  administration, 
between  treasury  funds  proper  and  a trust  fund,  set 
apart  by  treaty  stipulation,  to  be  invested  for  the 
benefit  of  certain  Indian  tribes.  I say  the  treasury 
has  taken,  as  belonging  to  the  government,  that 
which  properly  belongs  to  a trust  fund  which  the 
government  engaged  to  invest  in  permanent  stocks 
for  the  benefit  of  certain  Indian  tribes.  This  makes 
it  necessary,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  look  a little  into  these 
trust  funds.  He  referred  to  public  documents  to 
show  that  these  trust  funds  had  been  invested  indif- 
ferent state  stocks,  upon  some  of  which  purchases 
considerable  premiums  had  been  paid.  These  trust 
fund3,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  Bad  been  mixed  up  in  account  with 
the  general  funds  of  the  treasury,  instead  of  being 
invested,  according  to  the  intent  of  treaty  stipula 
tions,  in  permanent  stock  to  be  held  perpetually  for 
the  use  of  the  Indians.  The  fact  appears  to  be  that, 
instead  of  keeping  a separate  account  of  these  trust 
funds,  the  amount  purchased  has  been  passed  to  the 
general  credit  of  the  treasury  accounts  and  the  cost  of 
stocks  for  their  investment  has  been  charged  on  the 
other  side.  As  a matter  of  account  and  book  keep- 
ing this  might  be  thought  correct,  or  it  might  not; 
but  Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter to  keep  a separate  account  for  funds  thus  held 
in  trust,  as  every  private  individual  does,  who  is 
made  a trustee  for  the  interests  of  others.  If  the  facts 
were  as  he  had  gathered  from  the  report  submitted 
to  congress,  here  were  three  or  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  trust  fund  not  invested,  and  which 
remain  yet  to  be  invested  for  the  benefit  of  these  In- 
dian tribes.  As  to  the  rates  at  which  the  stocks  had 
been  purchased,  Mr.  W.  said  he  found  that  certain 
Albama  stocks  had  been  bought  at  various  and  re- 
markable rates  of  premiums.  [These  were  stated 
with  some  particularity  by  Mr.  W.  but  in  this  hasty 
sketch,  the  reporter  cannot  undertake  to  give  them, 
but  will,  if  practicable,  prepare  a note  of  them  for 
another  day.] 

We  have  treaties  with  a number  of  tribes  ratified 
within  late  years  (said  Mr.  W.)  by  which  we  sti 
pulated  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  in 
stocks  of  a permanent  kind  bearing  interest.  We 
areindebted,  therefore,  to  these  Indians  in  the  whole 
amount  we  agreed  to  pay  for  these  lands,  which 
have  been  transferred  to  us,  surveyed,  put  in  mar- 
ket, and  large  portions  of  which,  I suppose,  have 
ere  this  been  disposed  of.  We  promised  to  invest 
the  proceeds  lor  their  benefit — which  has  not  been 
done.  Instead  of  asking  for  money  wherewith  to 
purchase  these  stocks,  the  treasury  has  been  con- 
tented to  ask  for  the  amount  of  interest  only,  hold- 
ing the  U.  States  debtors  to  the  Indians,  whereby  a 
debt  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  the  whole 
amount  of  this  trust  fund,  is  created,  and  it  is  to  be 
added  to  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  the  government. 
I do  not  say  it  must  be  paid  to  day  or  to-morrow,  but 
it  is  an  outstanding  deb1;  the  government  is  under 
an  undischarged  treaty  obligation  to  raise  the  mo- 
ney, and  with  it  to  buy  stock  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Indians. 

After  pointing  out  some  discrepancies  in  the  trea- 
sury reports  in  iegard  to  these  investments,  Mr.  W. 
went  on  to  the  consideration  of  other  outstanding 
demands  upon  the  treasury.  That  there  are  other 
debts  in  an  unliquidated  state  which  must  soon  be 


provided  for,  (said  he),  no  one  doubts;  debts  for 
public  works,  debts  for  the  war  in  Florida,  claims 
of  indemnity  for  Indian  spoliations;  and  if  half  of 
What  we  hear  be  true,  the  amount  of  these  collective 
obligations  cannot  but  be  large. 

Here,  then,  I understand  there  is  a heavy  debt 
hanging  over  the  country,  consisting  of  various 
items — some  for  borrowed  money,"  some  to  meet 
Indian  treaties,  and  others  to  pay  claims  and  ac- 
counts not  yet  liquidated:  all  of  which  mu9t  be  pro- 
vided for  and  taken  into  consideration  in  any  fair 
estimate  of  the  ways  and  means. 

I agree  with  all  that  is  said  in  the  message  as  to 
the  great  impolicy,  in  time  of  peace,  of  commenc- 
ing a public  debt;  but  it  seems  to  rne  rather  extra- 
ordinary and  inappropriate  in  the  president  to  ad- 
monish others  against  such  a measure,  with  all  these 
facts  immediately  before  him. 

None  doubt,  in  point  of  principle  or  expediency, 
as  to  the  creation  of  a public  debt,  whether  in  the 
form  of  stock  or  of  treasury  notes  bearing  interest 
and  renewable;  or,  if  there  be  any  difference  in  point 
of  expediency,  none  at  least  can  entertain  any  great 
doubt  which  of  the  two  forms  is  best.  Treasury 
notes  are  certainly  not  the  cheaper  of  the  two. 

Now,  we  find  the  existence  of  this  public  debt  as 
early  a3  the  existence  of  the  present  administration 
itself.  It  began  at  the  called  session  in  September, 
1837.  From  the  date  of  the  first  treasury  note  bill, 
in  September,  1837,  there  has  been  no  moment  in 
which  the  government  was  not  in  debt  for  borrowed 
money.  The  secretary  says  it  is  not  expected  that 
the  treasury  notes  now  out  can  be  paid  off  earlier 
than  in  March,  1842.  In  whatever  soft  words  he 
chooses  to  invest  the  matter,  the  sum  and  substance 
is  this:  that  there  must  be  a new  issue  of  treasury 
notes  before  the  government  can  be  freed  from  em- 
barrassment. 

I must  confess  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  scope 
and  tendency  of  the  remarks  in  the  message,  do  go 
to  produce  an  erroneous  impression.  Here  are  a 
series  of  very  strong  sentiments  against  a public 
debt — against  beginning  a public  debt — and  all  said 
in  face  of  a debt  already  begun — existing  now,  and 
under  such  circumstances  a3  create  the  fear  that 
it  will  turn  out  to  be  a very  large  one.  We  know 
that  these  various  outstanding  charges  cannot,  oral 
least  will  not,  be  brought  together  and  presented  in 
one  aggregate  sum  for  some  months  to  come.  Is 
it  intended  by  this  document  to  forestall  public  opi- 
nion, so  as,  when,  it  shall  appear  that  there  is  a 
public  debt,  to  give  to  it  a date  posterior  to  the  4th 
of  March  nexl?  I hope  not.  I do  not  impute  such 
a design.  So  far,  however,  as  I am  concerned,  I 
shall  take  special  good  care  to  prevent  any  such  re- 
sult. I shall  certainly  recommend  that  there  be  a 
new  set  of  books  opened;  that  there  be  what  mer- 
chants call  “a  rest.”  That  what  is  collected  prior 
to  1341,  and  what  is  expended  prior  to  1841,  stand 
against  each  other;  so  that,  if  there  shall  appear  a 
balance  in  favor  of  this  administration,  it  may  be 
stated;  and  if  the  result  shall  be  that  the  administra- 
tion is  left  in  debt,  let  that  debt  appear,  and  let  it  be 
denominated  “the  debt  of  1841,”  which  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  congress  to  provide  for. 

In  one  or  two  other  respects  the  message  is  cal- 
culated to  create  quite  an  erroneous  impression.  In 
the  5th  page  the  president  speaks  on  the  subject  of 
the  treasury  notes  in  as  mitigated  a tone  as  possible, 
and  tells  us,  first,  that  “this  small  amount  still  out- 
standing” is  “composed  of  such  as  are  not  yet  due.” 
I suppose  we  all  knew  that;  and  then  he  adds  that 
they  are  “less  by  twenty-three  millions  than  the 
United  Slates  have  on  deposite  with  the  slates.”  I 
ask  the  senate,  and  I would,  if  I could,  ask  the  pre- 
sident, whether  he  means  to  recommend  to  con- 
gress to  withdraw7  the  deposites  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  states  to  discharge  this  debt  on  treasurv 
notes?  Do  the  administration  look  to  these  depo- 
sites  as  a fund  out  of  which  to  discharge  any  of  the 
debts  of  the  treasury’  I find  no  recommendation  of 
such  a measure.  Why,  then,  were  these  two  things 
connected?  There  is  nothing  in  the  fact  that  the 
amount  of  treasury  notes  is  less  by  twenty  three 
millions  than  the  amount  deposited  with  the  states, 
unless  he  means  to  recommend  that  the  latter  sum 
shall  be  looked  to  as  a means  of  discharging  the 
former.  Doe3  he  mean  to  inform  congress  that 
twenty-three  are  less  than  twenty-eight?  If  not, 
why  are  the  turn  thus  placed  in  juxtaposition?  Tile 
secretary  of  the  treasury  treats  the  matter  in  much 
the  same  way.  He  speaks  of  the  deposites  with 
the  states  as  of  funds  in  the  treasury.  Look  at  his 
report.  In  stating  the  resources  of  the  treasury 
he  mentions  the  28  millions  on  deposite  with  the 
stales.  What  can  be  the  purpose  of  such  a state- 
mem?  When  a secretary  of  the  treasury  presents 
to  the  world  a statement  of  the  means  of  his  de- 
partment, it  is  universally  supposed  that  his  state- 
ment is  confined  to  what  either  exists  in  the  treasu- 
, ry,  or  is  likely  to  accrue  under  the  operation  of  ex- 


isting laws.  But  this  deposite  with  the  states  is  no 
more  under  the  control  ol  the  treasury  than  any  other 
money  in  the  country.  He  knows  lull  well  that  an 
act  of  congress  is  as  necessary  to  his  disposal  of  any 
part  of  that  sum,  as  it  is  to  augment  the  rate  of  du- 
ties at  the  custom  house.  The  treasury7  can  no 
more  use  the  deposites  with  the  states,  than  it  can 
lay  a direct  tax.  What  can*  be  the  purpose — the 
fair  purpose — of  presenting  sums  as  funds  in  the 
treasury  when  they  are  not  in  the  treasury?  Or 
what  can  be  the  fair  purpose  of  referring  to  a fund 
as  a means  of  payment,  when  it  cannot  be  touched, 
unless  the  president  means  to  recommend  to  con- 
gress to  recall  the  deposites  made  with  the  states? 
That  congress  can  do,  and  so  it  can  augment  the 
rate  of  duties;  but  till  it  does,  those  deposites  are 
no  more  means  in  the  treasury  than  if  they  belong- 
ed to  another  nation.  The  day7, 1 hope,  w ill  come — 

I have  long  desired  it — when  we  shall  see  plain  fact 
plainly  stated,  when  the  reports  of  our  fiscal  offi- 
cers will  deal  less  in  guesses  at  the  future,  and  will 
use  forms  and  phrases,  I w ill  not  say  which  are  de- 
signed to  mislead  or  to  mystify,  but  the  result  of 
which  is  to  mislead  and  to  mystify  the  nation. 

I said  that  though  the  honorable  secretary  pretty 
clearly  intimates  that  we  must  resort  to  a new  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  yet  the  result  of  all  is,  that  if  con- 
gress wish  to  avoid  the  necessity  either  of  increas- 
ing the  duties,  or  of  issuing  new  treasury  notes,  he 
has  a resource  ready  for  them,  viz:  to  reduce  their 
appropriations  below  even  his  own  estimates.  This 
is  much  like  what  he  told  ns  last  year:  and  yet 
when  we  did  reduce  our  appropriations  within  even 
his  estimates,  still  the  treasury  is  in  want  of  mo- 
ney. 

One  other  remark  is  suggested  by  what  (he  pre- 
sident says  to  us  on  the  6th  page  of  his  message. 
He  tells  us  that  it  is  possible  to  avoid  the  “creation 
of  a permanent  debt  by  the  general  government,” 
and  then  goes  on  to  observe,  “but,  to  accomplish  so 
desirable  an  object,  two  things  are  indispensable: 
first,  that  the  action  of  the  federal  government  be 
kept  within  the  bounds  prescribed  by  its  founders.” 
Now,  1 did  suppose  that  this  duty  of  keeping  the 
action  of  the  federal  government  within  the  bounds 
of  the  constitution  was  absolute;  that  it  was  not  af- 
fected by  times,  circumstances  or  condition,  but 
was  always  peremptory  and  mandatory.  What  is 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  president’s  lan- 
guage? If  the  treasury  is  empty,  you  must  keep 
within  the  constitution;  and  what  if  it  is  full?  Are 
you  to  break  its  bounds?  To  transcend  the  consti- 
tution? I had  always  thought  we  should  neither  be 
tempted  to  this  by  an  overflowing  treasury,  nor  de- 
terred by  an  empty  one  from  taking  such  a course 
as  the  exigencies  ol  the  country  might  require. 

There  is  also  an  important  omission  in  I he  mes- 
sage, to  which  I would  call  the  notice  of  the  senate 
and  the  country.  The  president  says  the  revenue 
has  fallen  off  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars  under 
two  biennial  reductions  of  the  rate  of  duties  at  the 
custom  houses  under  the  law  of  1833.  Be  it  so. 
But  do  we  not  all  know  that  there  is  before  us, 
within  a year,  a much  greater  “relinquishment,”  if 
that  is  the  term  to  be  applied  to  it,  and  within  a 
year  and  a half  more  another  and  the  last  of  these 
reductions?  Do  we  not  see,  then,  from  the  present 
existence  of  a large  debt,  and  from  this  further  re- 
duction of  duties  (that  is,  if  nothing  shall  be  done 
to  change  the  law  as  it  now  stands)  that  a case  is 
presented  which  will  call  for  the  deliberation  and 
wisdom  of  congress,  and  that  some  effort  will  be  re- 
quired to  relieve  the  country? 

But  here  is  no  recommendation  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject of  revenue.  No  increase  is  recommended  of 
the  duties  on  articles  of  luxury,  such  as  wines  and 
silks,  nor  any  other  way  suggested  of  providing  for 
the  discharge  of  the  existing  debt.  Now  the  result 
of  the  whole  is,  that  the  experience  of  the  president 
has  shown  that  the  revenue  of  the  country  is  not 
equal  to  its  expenditure;  that  the  government  is 
spending  seven  millions  a year  beyond  its  income; 
and  that  we  are  in  the  process  of  running  right  into 
the  jaws  of  debt;  and  yet  there  is  not  one  practical 
recommendation  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  or 
its  extinguishment;  but  the  message  contents  itself 
with  general  and  ardent  recommendations  not  to 
create  a debt! 

1 know  not  what  will  have  to  be  done  to  meet  the 
deficiency  of  the  next  quarter.  1 suppose  his  re- 
commendation to  issue  treasury  notes  will  be  follow- 
ed. 1 should,  myself,  have  greatly  prelemed  a tax 
on  French  wines  and  silks.  It  is  obvious  that  if 
this  or  something  like  it  is  not  done,  the  time  ap- 
proaches, and  is  not  far  off,  when  provision  will 
iiave  to  be  made  by  another  congress. 

1 have  thus  staled  my  views  of  this  portion  of 
the  message,  I think  it  leads  to  what  may  render 
an  extra  session  necessary — a result  I greatly  de- 
precate on  many  accounts,  especially  on  account 
ofthe  great  expenditure  with  which  it  will  unavoid- 
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ably  be  attended.  I hope,  therefore,  that  those  who 
now  have  the  power  in  their  hands  will  make  such 
reasonable  and  adequate  provision  for  the  public 
exigency  as  may  render  the  occurrence  of  an  extra 
session  avoidable. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  and  observed  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  answer  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  senator  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat.  The  senator  hail  referred 
to  but  one  point  on  which  Mr.  W.  was  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  requisite  documentary  authority;  if 
it  were  the  pleasure  of  the  senate,  he  could  wish 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  postpon- 
ed; but  if  not,  he  would  now  proceed.  The  post- 
ponement was  ordered  by  general  consent. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

[The  joint  committee  on  the  library  of  congress, 
ordered  to  be  appointed  some  days  ago,  is  compos- 
ed as  follows: 

On  the  part  of  the  senate. — Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Preston 
and  Mr.  Tappan. 

On  the  part  of  the  house. — Mr.  Tillinghast,  Mr. 
Cushing  and  Mr.  Keirn.] 

SENATE. 

[ Correction . — In  the  senate  debate  of  Tuesday, 
Dec.  15,  it  was  not  Mr.  Henderson,  but  Mr.  Jin- 
derson,  who  argued  against  the  late  election  being 
a decision  against  the  sub-tieasury]. 

December  17.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  show- 
ing the  expenditures  of  the  contingent  lund  tor  the 
year  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  a message  from  the 
president  relating  to  Indian  affairs  was  ordered  to 
be  transferred  to  the  executive  journal,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Indian  attairs. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Crittenden,  Young  and  others;  and  the  papers 
of  several  claimants  remaining  on  the  files  of  the 
senate  since  last  session  were,  on  motion,  taken 
therefrom  and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  recharter  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Several  bills  on  private  claims  were  also  reported 
and  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
inform  the  senate  whether  instructions  have  lately  been 
given  to  the  superintendents  of  harbors  and  rivers  for 
the  construction  and  improvement  of  which  appropria- 
tions have  been  heretofore  made,  and  which  are  yet 
unfinished;  and  to  the  superintendents  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  for  the  sale  of  machinery,  implements  and 
materials  used  in  the  construction  of  said  works,  and 
by  what  authority  such  sales  were  ordered,  together 
w'ith  a comparative  statement  of  the  aggregate  cost  of 
the  same,  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  and  whether 
such  sales  were  made  in  contemplation  of  an  abandon- 
ment of  further  improvement  ot  said  works. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  lor  the  erection  of  a marine  hospital  at  the 
town  of  Napoleon,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  additional  compensation  to  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  of  the  United  States 
in  cases  where  their  annual  compensation,  including 
the  percent,  allowed  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
shall  not  in  the  whole  amount  to  the  sum  of  $1,000. 

The  question  came  up  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Webster  to  postpone  the  reference  to  the  committee 
on  finance  of  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as 
relates  to  the  subject  of  finance;  when 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster’s  re- 
marks ofyesterday;  and  alter  a short  rejoinder  from 
Mr.  Webster,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
of  reference,  and  carried. 

Tile  senate  held  a short  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

December  21  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Nicholas  and 
Mr.  Smith,  o(  Connecticut,  appeared  in  their  seats. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  w?ar,  in  compliance  with  a re- 
solution of  the  senate,  in  relation  to  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  the  army. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  a communica- 
tion in  relation  to  pensions. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  from  inhabitants 
of  New  York,  asking  the  passage  of  a uniform 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a petition  from  the  Grand 
Gulf  rail  road  company,  asking  a remission  of  duly 
on  rail  road  iron. 

Numerous  private  petitions  were  presented,  and 
papers  removed  from  the  files  of  the  senate  and  re- 
ferred to  appropriate  committees,  on  motions  by 
Messrs.  Southard,  Pierce,  Hubbard,  Roane,  Merrick 
and  others. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  introduced  by  him  to  confirm  to  the  state  of  In- 
diana the  lands  selected  by  her  for  that  part  of  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  which  lies  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Smith,  also  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee 
rail  road  company. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  to  extend  the  time  of  making  the  re- 
turns of  the  6tli  census,  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  to  allow  draw  back  on  goods  exported 
over  land  to  Mexico. 

Also,  a bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  employ  steam  vessels  in  the  revenue  service. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  reported  the  bill  to  establish  a prospec- 
tive and  permanent  pre-emption  system.  Which,  on 
motion,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Pierce  introduced  a bill  for  the  organization 
of  a company  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  introduced,  tw  ice 
read  and  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  further 
time  for  payment  to  the  deposite  banks  in  the  city  of 
Natchez,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  in- 
structed to  inform  the  senate  what  sales  of  public  lands 
have  been  made  in  Michigan  north  of  the  line  dividing 
township  12,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  2 and 
3 west  of  the  principal  meridian. 

Mr.  Norvell  submitted  a resolution,  which  lies 
one  day,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  senate  to 
cause  the  chandelier  to  be  removed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Ruggles,  calling  for  all  correspon- 
dence (not  hitherto  submitted)  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States  government,  and  with 
the  governor  of  Maine,  was  referred  to  the  corn- 
fee  on  foreign  relations. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
engrossed: 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  approv- 
ed on  the  19th  June,  1834 

A bill  authorising  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  Arkansas, 
to  enter  one-halfsection  of  land  for  school  purposes. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  inhabitants  of  township  8 
north,  range  32  west,  in  Arkansas,  to  enter  a sec- 
tion ol  land  in  lieu  of  the  16th  section,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes. 

A bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in 
the  state  of  Arkansas. 

A bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  state  of  Alabama. 

A bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Alabama  the 
2 per  cent,  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  making  of  a 
road  or  roads  leading  to  said  state. 

A bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a certain  reservation  in  the 
state  ol  Alabama. 

A bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  16lh  section  by  Indian 
reservations. 

A bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment for  debt  in  certain  cases. 

The  senate  held  a short  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  17.  John  Moore,  ot  Louisiana, 
elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Rice  Garland,  appeared,  was  sworn 
in  and  took  his  seat. 

After  the  presentation  of  numerous  petitions,  the 
house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Tillinghast  on  the  10th  inst.  which 
was  before  the  house  at  the  adjournment  yesterday. 
Mr.  Beatty  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  the  resolution  was  then  adopted.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  this  house  how  far,  and  in  what  manner,  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,”  has  been  carried  into 
execution:  whether  any  buildings,  addi-ions  to  or  alte- 
rations in  buildings,  therein  authorised  or  required,  have 
been  commenced,  and  at  v.  hat  cost,  or  contracts  there- 


for made  or  orders  therefor  given,  and  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  such  contracts  and  orders;  what  number 
of  clerks,  special  agents,  and  other  officers,  agents,  or 
servants,  have  been  and  now  are  employed  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  or  for  aid  in  carrying  the  same 
into  effect,  arid  where  and  from  what  times,  and  at 
what  compensations:  whether  each  and  every  of  the 
officers  who  are  therein  required  to  give  bond  have 
given  bond,  and  the  sum,  sureties,  and  time  of  delivery 
of  each  bond,  and  who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond: 
w hether,  in  the  collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer,  or 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion 
thereof  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any  banks 
have  been  used  or  restored  to,  and,  if  so,  what  bank 
or  banks,  to  what  extent  and  in  what  manner;  and 
what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to  any  bank 
therefor,  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what  specific  mat- 
ter, whether  gold  and  silver,  or  notes  or  certificates,  or 
other  and  what  evidences  of  deposite  or  credit  all  or  any 
of  the  revenue  has  been  collected  and  actually  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  the 
same  was  due,  to  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  officers 
charged  with  the  immediate  collection  thereof,  since 
said  act  has  been  in  force;  distinguishing,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  how  much  has  been  so  collected  and  paid  in 
each  specific  matter  or  medium  of  payment:  also  set- 
ting forth  how  and  in  what  places  or  offices,  and  un- 
der what  actual  and  personal  custody  or  keeping,  all 
and  any  and  each  portion  of  the  public  revenue, '’mo- 
neys, and  assurances  or  evidences  of  debt  or  obligation 
have  been  kept  during  said  time;  and  how  and  by 
what  agencies  and  aid,  and  with  what  forms  and  pro- 
cess, and  on  what  terms,  conditions,  and  cost  of  ex- 
change or  transfer,  and  in  what  specific  matter,  whe- 
ther gold  and  silver,  notes,  or  certificates,  or  other  and 
what  evidences,  all  and  any  portion  thereof  have  been 
in  said  time  disbursed  or  transferred. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  resolutions  from  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands, 
and  protesting  against  any  reduction  in  the  prices 
thereof;  which  resolutions  were  refeired  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr  Morgan  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  bouse  a statement  of  the  amount 
expended  by  the  post  office  department  for  special 
agents  employed  by  ihe  department;  the  names  of  the 
agents  employed;  the  sum  paid  to  each,  and  for  what 
service  rendered. 

I his  resolution  was  laid  over  one  day  under  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  the  following  proposition  of 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States: 
Joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  in  limiting  the 
term  of  office  ol  (he  president  of  the  United  States: 
Resolved  by  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  rep rese/.t olives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
(two-thirds  of  both  houses  deeming  it  necessary),  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  slates  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Stales,  which  article  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  legislatures,  to  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  thesaid  constitution: 
“The  president  of  the  U.  States  shall  hold  his  office  but 
for  one  term  of  four  years,  and  shall  be  ineligible  there- 
after.” 

This  resolulion  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Bell  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  war  to  him  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
priety of  an  immediate  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  some  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians,  who  have 
recently  returned  from  Texas  and  joined  their 
brethren  in  the  west,  until  they  can  raise  the  means 
to  support  themselves.  These  documents  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  followin'*: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  pay  to  John 
B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Wm.  Ilalsted,  Chas. 
G.  S. ration  and  J hos.  Jones  Yorke,  the  same  compen- 
sation per  diem  and  mileage  that  is  allowed  to  members 
of  congress,  computing  the  per  diem  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  until  the  1 G;h  day  of  July 

Mr.  Turney  moved  (o  refer  (he  resolution  to  the 
committee  on  claims. 

Some  discussion  having  arisen  on  the  resolution, 
Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  a majority  of  the  house’ 
and  further  discussion  was  thereby  set  aside.  The 
ypas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  resolution;  when  Mr.  Vanderpoel  mov- 
ed to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  decided  m the 
negative — yeas  62,  nays  127. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  resolution,  which 
was  again  read  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Wise,  who  was 
about  to  say  something  on  the  subject,  when  he 
was  informed  by  the  speaker  that,  the  previous 
question  having  been  ordered,  it  was  too  late  to  say 
any  thing  in  relation  to  the  resolution. 

The  clerk  then  commenced  the  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays,  when  the  name  of  Mr.  Wise  was  called, 
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he  rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  on  the 
ground  that  neither  he  nor  the  house  had  ever  to 
this  day  seen  or  heard  read  the  testimony  in  the 
case  of  the  New  Jersey  election,  and  he  was  to  this 
day  ignorant  as  to  who  had  the  right  to  the  seats  or 
to  the  pay.  Mr.  Stanly  objected  to  Mr.  Wise  being 
excused,  and  said  that  he  knew  the  gentlemen  came 
here  with  the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey,  and  were 
therefore  entitled  to  their  pay  till  it  wasdecided  they 
were  not  entitled  to  their  seats.  The  speaker  in- 
formed Mr.  Wise  that  it  was  too  late  now  to  ask  to 
be  excused;  that  the  request  should  have  been  made 
before  the  call  of  the  roll  commenced.  Mr.  Wise 
then  said  he  should  refuse  to  vole.  The  clerk  hav- 
ing completed  the  call  of  the  roll,  the  vote  stood  for 
the  resolution  118,  against  it  67. 

Mr.  Bolts  asked  leave  to  move  a resolution,  which 
was  granted,  and  he  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  instructed 
to  report  by  what  authority  the  sum  of  $1,180  50  was 
paid  to  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  esq.  for  his  expenses  in 
taking  testimony,  &c.  in  the  contested  election  with 
Charles  Naylor,  esq.  pending  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, and  out  of  what  fund  such  amount  was  paid,  as 
reported  in  document  No.  7,  to  this  house. 

Mr.  Medill  moved  to  amend  by  including  the  ex- 
penses in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Aycriggand  his  col- 
leagues from  New  Jersey,  and  also  Mr.  Naylor. — 
Mr.  Bolls  accepted  Mr.  Medill’s  proposition.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  resolution  was 
further  modified  by  substituting  the  committee  of 
accounts  for  the  clerk. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  details  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Bolts  withdrew  his  acceptance  of 
the  modifications  proposed,  and  adhered  to  the  re- 
solution as  originally  proposed.  Mr.  Medill  called 
for  information  as  to  Mr.  Naylor’s  witnesses;  when 
Mr.  Naylor  said:  I will  answer  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  The  bills  in  favor  of  my 
witnesses  were  not  paid.  They  were  passed  by  the 
committee  of  accounts  of  the  house,  and  the  clerk 
offered  me  the  money.  I told  him  that  I believed 
such  a payment  would  be  illegal  and  improper,  and 
I refused  to  take  it.  On  my  return  to  Philadelphia, 
after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  the  clerk  of  the 
house  enclosed  to  me  a draft  in  my  favor  for  the 
amount  of  my  witnesses  fees,  at  two  dollars  a day, 
with  the  request  that  I would  pay  the  witnesses  and 
send  him  their  receipts.  I still  thought  that  this 
money  could  not  be  taken  without  a violation  of 
law  and  propriety,  and  I so  wrote  for  answer  to  the 
clerk,  and  returned  him  the  draft.  I afterwards 
paid  out  of  my  own  pocket  two  dollars  a day  for 
their  attendance,  to  ali  those  of  my  witnesses  who 
would  receive  the  money  from  me.  Some  of  them 
generously  refused  to  take  any  fees. 

Mr.  Medill  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  the  resolution  as  originally  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bolts  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams  asked  the  use  of  the  hall  on  the 
4th  of  January  next,  for  the  national  institute  for 
the  promotion  of  science,  on  which  occasion  the 
secretary  of  war  would  deliver  an  address. 

Mr.  Adams  explained  that  this  society  was  the 
national  institution  for  the  promotion  of  science — 
a society  formed  during  the  last  year — of  which 
the  secretary  of  war  was  ex  officio,  he  believed,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  society,  the  presiding  offi- 
cer. The  society  had  requested  the  secretary  of 
war  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  evening  of  the  4th 
of  January,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he  (Mr. 
A.)  had  submitted  his  motion. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Pickens,  Stan- 
ly, Adams,  Dawson.  Craig,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Thomp- 
son, of  Miss,  and  Wise,  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
89,  nays  83. 

Mr.  Barnard,  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid  over  under  the 
rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  do  make 
to  this  house  a report  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

1st.  A statement  showing  the  aggregate  revenue 
which  accrued  to  the  government  from  customs,  from 
lands,  and  under  the  head  of  what  is  usually  denomi- 
nated “miscellaneous,”  in  the  years  1837,  1S3S,  1839 
and  1340,  estimating  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  latter 
year;  and  showing,  also,  the  aggregate  expenditures 
during  the  same  years,  estimating  for  the  last  quarter 
of  1840— excluding  all  payments  on  account  of  the  re- 
demption of  treasury  notes;  and  also  all  payments  on 
account  of  trust  funds,  except  so  far  as  such  funds 
have  failed  to  produce  the  full  amount  of  annuity  or 
interest  actually  paid  on  account  of  them — the  state- 
ment to  show  the  general  balance  between  such  reve- 
nue and  expenditures  for  the  whole  period. 

2d.  A statement  showing  the  sources  from  which 
money  has  been  derived  to  the  treasury  within  the  four 
y.ars  above  mentioned,  otuer  than  the  sources  above 
named,  and  the  amount  from  each  source,  with  the 
aggregate,  estimating  for  amounts  received  and  re- 
ceivable in  the  last  quarter  of  1840.  This  statement  to 
include  the  sum  actually  received  in  the  treasury,  after 


setting  apart  the  original  amount  for  deposite  with  the 
slates  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836;  the  amount  of 
the  fourth  instalmentof  deposite  money  under  that 
act,  which  was  finally  retained  in  the  treasury;  the 
amount  of  trust  or  indemnity  funds,  if  any,  received 
and  not  invested;  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  which 
will  be  outstanding  on  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  with 
the  interest  accrued  on  them;  the  amount  received  on 
old  duty  bonds,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  post- 
poned; the  amount  received  on  bonds  for  the  sale  of 
the  stock  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  amount  received  from  various 
banks  which  suspended  in  1S37,  This  statement  to 
show,  also,  how  much,  if  any,  of  these  moneys  re- 
main, or  will  remain,  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1841. 

3d.  A statement,  as  far  as  the  same  is  known,  orcan 
be  readily  ascertained,  showing  in  what  cases,  if  any, 
and  to  what  extent  and  pecuniary  amount,  public 
works  have  been  or  will  be  carried  on,  or  services  ren- 
dered in  behalf  of  the  government,  under  appropria- 
tions of  the  present  year  or  of  past  years,  during  the 
year  1840,  (except  under  the  post  office  department), 
in  regard  to  which  any  special  agreement  or  under- 
standing whatever  exists  that  the  payment  therefor 
should  not  be  called  for,  and  should  not  be  made  in  the 
year  1840,  or  until  after  the  4th  day  March,  1S41. 

4th.  A statement  showing  what  will  be  the  probable 
amount  out  of  the  new  and  permanent  appropriations, 
as  exhibited  in  the  estimates  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  of  the  7th  December  instant,  for  the  year 
1841  which  will  remain  unexpended  or  uncalled  for  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1841. 

5th.  A statement  showing  the  amounts  which  will 
be  required  to  purchase  stock,  or  make  investments  for 
oi  in  behalf  of  Indians  or  Indian  iribes,  pursuant  to 
any  treaty  or  other  stipulations;  and  also  the  amounts 
or  principal  sums  required  to  be  paid  Indians  or  In- 
dian  tribes  by  any  treaty  or  other  stipulations  other 
than  such  as  may  have  been  estimated  for  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  in  his  report  of  the  7th  Decem- 
ber instant. 

6th.  A statement  showing  more  particularly  than 
appears  from  his  report  of  the  7ih  December  inslant, 
how  much  the  expenses  of  1841  will  fall  below  thove 
of  1840,  in  amount  of  each  of  the  following  particu- 
lars,  namely:  because  “the  pensions  have  diminished 
by  death;  ’ because  “fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  re- 
moved;’’ because  “several  expensive  public  buildings 
have  been  mostly  finished;’’  and  because  “hostilities 
with  the  Seminoles  must  be  nearer  to  a close.” 

7th.  A statement  showing  theamountof  claims  now 
pending  in  the  departments  growingoutof  the  Florida 
war,  or  relations  with  Indians,  or  otherwise;  whether 
such  claims  have  been  considered  and  passed  upon  or 
not,  with  the  probable  or  proximate  amount  in  the  ag- 
gregate of  such  claims  which  will  become  a charge 
upon  the  treasury,  as  nearly  as  the  secretary  is  ablelo 
ascertain  or  to  jude  thereof,  with  the  means  he  has  or 
can  readily  command. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  inquired  if  the  select 
committee  appointed  last  session  on  the  subject  of 
a national  foundary  was  considered  as  so  far  in  ex- 
istence as  to  be  authorised  to  submit  their  report  at 
this  session.  Mr.  Johnson  made  a statement  ofeir- 
cumstances  which  look  place  at  the  last  session, 
which  induced  him  to  believe  the  committee  was 
continued  over  to  the  present  session.  The  speak- 
er answered  that  (he  committee  was  discharged  by 
(he  adjournment  of  the  last  session,  and  could  not 
now  report.  Mr.  Johnson  then  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  revived;  which  was  ordered  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Bolls  moved  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  the  amount  of  treasu- 
ry notes  and  drafts  that  have  been  issued  and  drawn 
since  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  with  the  respective  dates 
at  which  such  notes  and  drafts  have  been  issued  and 
drawn;  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  or  in  whose  favor  and  forwhose  benefit  such 
drafts  have  been  drawn,  and  the  service,  consideration, 
or  object  for  which  they  have  been  drawn. 

2.  Resolved,  J hat  he  be  directed  to  report  at  what 
time  or  times,  and  what  amount  of  treasury  notes,  if 
any,  have  been  deposited  with  any  of  the  banks,  and, 
if  any,  which  of  such  banks,  and  at  what  time;  what 
amount,  and  what  description  of  funds,  if  any,  were 
received  from  the  banks  in  which  such  deposiles  were 
made;  and  whether  said  money  was  left  in  deposite  in 
said  banks,  or  transferred  to  the  independent  or  sub- 
treasury as  directed  by  law,  and  at  what  time  the  in- 
terest commenced  on  the  notes  thus  deposited. 

[Laid  over  under  the  rule.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slanly,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
tected  to  send  to  this  house  a copy  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  him  and  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  between  the  treasurer  and  any  of  his 
clerks,  relative  to  the  actual  operation  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  as  it  passed  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed 
to  place  such  books  and  papers  in  his  department  as 
are  not  wanted  for  immediate  use  in  the  fire  proof 
vaults  of  the  treasury  building. 

This  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  under  the  notice  here- 
tofore given,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  re- 
peal the  laws  now  in  force  fixing  the  salary  of  the 


chaplain.  Some  objection  being  made  to  granting 
leave  to  introduce  the  bill,  it  was  read  throughout 
to  the  house.  Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  the 
vote  stood:  for  granting  leave,  21;  against  it,  140. 
Mr.  Cooper  then  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolu- 
tiondirecting an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing the  law  now  in  force  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  chaplains  to  congress. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  Mr.  Cooper  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  inquiry  he  proposed.  Ob- 
jection was  made  to  granting  leave,  and  so  the  mat- 
ter rests. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  the 
number  of  claims  which  have  been  presented  to  that 
department  for  horses,  &c.  lost  in  the  several  cam- 
paigns in  Florida  against  the  Seminole  Indians;  how 
many  have  been  allowed  and  paid;  and  the  reasons 
why  the  others  have  not  been  paid.  And  that  the  se- 
cretary of  war  be  also  requested  to  recommend  such 
amendments  to  the  laws  regulating  such  claims  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  secure  to  the  soldiers  a remu- 
neration for  the  losses  thus  sustained  in  the  service  of 
the  country. 

Thi3  resolution,  under  the  rules,  was  laid  over 
one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president  inform  this  house  what 
appropriations  of  money  made  at  the  fast  session  of 
congress  were  expended  by  him;  designating  to  what 
particular  objects  such  appropriations  were  made,  and 
the  specified  sums  suspended;  and  what  sums  con- 
tinued to  be  so  suspended  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  and  their  objects  respectively. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  it  resolution  proposing  the 
following  amendments  to  the  rules: 

“All  the  states  and  territories  shall  be  called  for 
resolutions  on  each  alternate  Monday  during  each 
session;  and,  if  necessary  to  secure  this  object  on 
said  days,  all  resolutions  which  shall  give  rise  to 
debate  shall  lie  over  for  one  day,  and  on  the  next 
subsequent  day  appropriated  to  resolutions;  and 
after  ail  the  states  and  territories  shall  have  been 
called  through,  the  resolutions  so  laying  over  shall 
come  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  weie  respec- 
tively offered.” 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  con- 
sider the  resolution  at  this  time,  which  motion  to 
suspend  was  not  carried,  and  tbe  resolution  was 
laid  over. 

Mr.  Crockett,  under  the  notice  given  by  him  some 
days  ago,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorise  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  tides  to  tbe  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quired to  report  to  this  house  whether  any,  and,'  if  any, 
what,  part  of  the  surplus,  or  additional  sections,  or  parts 
of  sections,  (lying  along  and  adjoining  the  alternate 
sections  on  the  Miami  canal,  in  the  stale  of  Ohio,  and 
withheld  from  sale  at  the  same  time,  the  said  alternate 
sections  being  within  them),  has  been  sold  since  the 
first  day  of  January,  A.  D-  1S36;  also,  that  he  state  to 
whom  said  lands  have  been  sold,  at  what  land  office, 
at  what  time,  at  what  price,  and  whether  the  patents 
have  been  issued  for  the  said  lands,  and  if  not,  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  said  department  to  issue  said  pa- 
tents, and  whether  said  sales  were  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  said  department  or  not;  and  that  he  furnish 
copies  of  all  instructions,  given  by  the  different  com- 
missioners of  the  general  land  office  from  time  to  time, 
relating  to  the  withholding  from  sale  of  lands  on  the 
route  of  the  said  Miami  canal,  and  on  the  Auglaize 
river,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  alternate  sections  on  said 
canal;  and  all  the  correspondence  of  said  department 
with  the  officers  of  the  land  office  where  said  lands  may 
have  been  sold,  and  the  correspondence  of  the  said  de- 
partment with  all  others  on  the  subject  of  said  additional 
sections,  or  the  sale  thereof;  and  that  he  also  furnish  this 
house  with  a copv  of  the  order  or  rule  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  1st  day  of  January,  1836,  relative  to  the 
manner  in  which  lands  are  allowed  to  be  entered  which 
have  been  subject  to  private  entry,  but  withheld  from 
sale  from  any  cause. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Proffil,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible,  co- 
pies of  all  correspondence  between  the  department  and 
superintendents  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois  during  the  year  1840.  Also,  copies 
of  all  correspondence  during  the  same  time  between 
the  department  and  the  superintendent  of  public  works 
on  the  lake  border  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois 
and  Winkonsin.  Also,  copies  of  correspondence  and 
orders  to  suspend  operations  on  the  public  works  and 
sell  the  public  property  and  machinery,  if  any  such 
order  has  been  given. 

Mr.  Rariden  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tfie  expediency  of  setting  apart 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  of  the  pro- 
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ceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road  in  Ohio  to  its  western  termination, 
to  be  constructed  in  a con'inuous  line  from  east  to 
west,  and  of  distributing  the  residue  of  the  said  pro- 
ceeds among  the  several  states  upon  the  principle  of 
what  is  called  Mr.  Clay’s  land  bill,  taking  the  census 
of  1840  as  the  basis  of  the  distribution. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  the  question  was  put  by  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  And  then,  before  the  ques- 
tion had  been  put,  an  adjournment  was  moved  and 
carried. 

Friday,  Dec.  18.  At  12  o’clock,  the  house  was 
called  to  order  by  the  speaker,  and  the  journal  of 
yesterday  read. 

Mr.  Stanly  rose  and  stated  that  in  offering;  the 
resolution  yesterday  to  direct  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral todeposite  such  books  and  papers  of  his  depart- 
ment as  may  not  be  required  (or  daily  and  immedi- 
ate use,  in  the  vaults  of  the  new  treasury  building, 
for  safe  keeping,  he  did  not  mean  to  be  understood 
as  intending  to  throw  out  any  suspicion  or  imputa- 
tion against  the  present  incumbent;  but  that  the 
late  head  of  the  post  office  department  was  lurking 
about  the  city,  and  he  was  mean  enough  for  any 
thing. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  report 
a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
pensions,  and  leave  being  granted,  the  biil  was  re- 
ported, twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Mams  inquired  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  whether  the  bill 
just  reported  by  him  contained  any  provision  for 
the  relief  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  so  strongly  re- 
commended a few  days  ago  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  a special  message  to  this  house? — 
Mr.  Jones  answered  that  it  did  not;  that  the  mes- 
sage to  which  Mr.  Adams  alluded  had  been  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Reed  stated  that  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs had  not  acted  on  the  subject,  because  of  the 
non-attendance  of  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  would  not  long  interpose  to  prevent 
important  business  from  being  transacted — that, 
unless  an  appropriation  was  speedily  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  the  pensioners  on 
that  fund  would  have  to  go  unpaid. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  asked  that  the  committee 
be  authorised  to  appoint  a clerk  at  four  dollars  a 
day'. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  if  it 
was  contemplated  to  continue  the  clerk  through  the 
next  recess  of  congress?  Mr.  Jones  answered  he 
did  not  know  that  it  was  customary  to  continue 
committee  clerks  through  the  recess — in  the  present 
case  it  was  not  intended  to  do  so.  Some  member 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  they  were  not 
ordered,  and  the  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  com 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  are  therefore  authorised 
to  appoint  a clerk  at  $4  a day. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  that  when  the  house 
adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  as- 
signing as  his  reason  for  the  motion,  that  opportu- 
nity might  be  afforded  to  replace  the  seats  and  re- 
pair the  injuries  done  to  the  hall  and  furniture  by 
the  falling  of  the  chandelier,  his  own  seat  together 
with  the  seats  of  several  other  members  having 
been  entirely  demolished.  The  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

And  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Cost  John- 
son, the  house  adjourned  over  to  Monday  next. 

Monday,  Dec.  21.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  several  communications,  viz: 

1.  From  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  a 
statement  of  the  fundsofthe  Chickasaw  Indians,  as 
required  by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1836,  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  treaties  with  that  tribe.  This 
report  gives  a detailed  account  of  the  receipt  and 
application  of  money  received  on  trust  for  the 
Chicka3aws  for  lands  sold  for  their  benefit.  Refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

2.  From  he  secretary  of  the  territory  of  Wiskon- 
sin,  accompanied  by  a printed  copy  of  the  laws  of 
that  territory  passed  at  the  two  last  sessions  of  tlie 
legislature.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ter- 
ritories. 

3.  From  the  commissioner  of  public  building  in 
Washington,  accompanied  with  copies  of  all  con- 
tracts made  by  him  from  the  1st  December,  1839, 
to  14th  December,  1840,  with  the  names  of  appli- 
cants for  said  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  their  re- 
spective bids. 

4.  From  the  clerk  of  the  house,  as  follows: 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker,  &c. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  following  resolution  of 
the  house,  dated  December  17,  1840: 

“Resoloed,  That  the  clerk  ot  this  house  be  in- 
structed to  report  by  what  authority  the  sum  of 


($1,180  50  was  paid  to  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  esq. 

, for  his  expenses  in  taking  testimony,  See.  in  the 
contested  election  with  Charles  Naylor,  esq.  pend 
ing  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  out  of  what 
fund  such  amount  was  paid,  as  reported  in  docu- 
ment No.  7,  to  this  house.” 

I beg  leave  to  report  lhaf,  on  the  20th  July  last, 
a paper  was  handed  the  accounting  clerk  of  this  of- 
fice, containing  a list  of  the  w itnesses  in  the  con- 
tested case  of  Naylor  and  Ingersoll,  together  with 
the  number  of  days  each  witness  had  been  in  atten- 
dance. On  the  face  of  this  paper  is  an  order  signed 
“J.  Johnson,  chairman  of  accounts,”  that  the  wit- 
nesses above  named  be  paid  $2  per  diem. 

In  virtue  of  this  order,  I paid  Mr.  Ingersoll 
$1,128  for  564  days,  at  $2  per  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  said  witnesses.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  Mr.  Ingersoll  returned  the  receipts  of 
the  individuals  paid,  and  $11  50  in  money,  stating 
that  that  amount  had  been  over-paid. 

In  casting  up  the  leceipts  I find  them  to 
amount  to  $1,116  50 

Add  the  amount  returned  by  Mr.  Inger- 
soll, 11  50 

The  amount  paid  to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  $1,128  00 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARLAND. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  made  seve- 
ral days  since,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  introduced  on  leave  by  Mr.  Hand,  of  New 
York,  to  amend  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of  natu- 
ralization, was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  came  up  in  order  for  consideration. 

Alter  a few  remarks  from  Mr  D.  he  moved  the 
previous  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
which  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  and  nays;  yeas  90,  nays  93. 

Mr.  Bolts,  after  a few  words  of  explanation,  of- 
fered the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  accounts  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  by  what  authority,  at 
what  time,  and  on  whose  application  they  directed  the 
clerk  of  this  house  to  pay  the  sum  of  $1,123  to  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll  as  compensation  to  witnesses  he  examined 
in  the  contested  election  between  said  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll and  Charles  Naylor. 

Mr.  Medill  moved  so  to  amend  the  resolution  as 
to  recommit  to  the  clerk  his  report  of  this  morning, 
with  instructions  to  report  by  what  authority,  on 
what  vouchers  and  through  whom  he  paid  to  E. 
Bulkley  the  sum  of  $500,  to  Bayse  Newcomb  $416, 
and  to  George  Lowry  $104  for  services  rendered 
by  them  in  taken  depositions  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
tested election  between  Messrs,  lngeisoll  and  Nay- 
lor, as  reported  in  document  No.  7;  by  what  autho- 
rity and  on  what  vouchers  he  sent  to  Mr.  Naylor 
money  to  pay  his  witnesses  in  the  said  contest,  and 
which  that  gentlemen  says  he  returned;  whether 
the  said  vouchers  gave  the  names  and  time  of  at- 
tendance of  the  said  witnesses,  in  whose  handwrit- 
ing they  were  filed,  and  what  has  become  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  Mr.  Bolts  to  accept  the  follow- 
ing as  a modification  of  the  resolution  he  had  pro- 
posed: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  clerk  of  this  house 
on  the  contingent  expenditure  of  this  house,  and  all 
the  papers  in  relation  to  money  paid  for  witnesses  and 
the  expense  of  taken  testimony  in  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Naylor  and  Ingersoll,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
public  expenditures,  with  directions  to  inquire  how- 
much  money  has  been  paid  in  said  case,  to  whom,  for 
what,  and  by  what  authority  said  money  was  paid; 
also,  further  to  inquire  whether  there  is  any  existing 
law  authorising  money  to  be  paid  in  said  case. 

Mr.  Botts  declined  to  accept  Mr.  Brigg’s  propo- 
sition, and  gave  his  reasons  for  so  declining,  and 
then  modified  his  proposition  to  read  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  accounts  be  in 
structed  to  report  by  what  authorily  they  an'horised  the 
clerk  of  this  bouse  to  pay  the  sum  of  $2,169  50  to  C.  J. 
Ingersoll  and  others  for  taking  testimony,  and  for  other 
expenses  incurred  in  the  contested  election  between  C. 
J.  Ingersoll  and  Charles  Naylor. 

Mr.  Briggs  then  offered  his  proposition  as  an 
amendment  to  the  modified  proposition  of  Mr.  Bolls. 

After  debate,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved  the  or- 
ders of  the  day,  but,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Cushing, 
he  withdrew  the  motion,  on  the  promise  of  Mr.  C. 
to  move  the  previous  question,  after  closing  some 
remarks  which  he  wished  to  make. 

After  making  his  remarks,  Mr.  Cushng  moved 
the  previous  question,  which  was  sustained  by  the 
house.  Mr.  Briggs  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Medill, 
was  decided  in  the  negative;  and  that  on  Mr  .Bolts’ 
resolution,  as  modified  by  him,  passed  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Medill  then  moved  his  amendment  as  a sepa- 
rate resolution,  to  recommit  to  the  clerk  his  report, 
with  instructions  to  report  as  set  forth  in  his  amend- 
ment; which  was  agreed  to. 


CONGRESS.  271 


Mr.  Albert  Smith,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  here- 
tofore given,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
regulate  the  p*iy  of  surgeons  in  the  navy  of  the  U. 
States,  w hich  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented,  amongst 
which  were  five,  by  Mr.  Underwood,  to  wit:  from 
Hemielta  Hope  ar.d  56  others,  ladies  ol  Baltimore; 
from  Emily  G.  Fulton  and  67  others,  ladies  of  Bal- 
timorf ; liom  John  Coates  and  62  others,  of  Cbillico- 
the,  Ohio;  from  Seth  Lockwood  and  130  others,  of 
New  York;  and  from  capt.  Geo.  Guyther  and  158 
others,  passengers  on  board  the  steamboat  Colum- 
bia, praying  congress  to  act  upon  the  bills  reported 
by  the  select  committee  at  the  last  session  to  pre- 
vent steamboat  disasters. 

Mr.  Underwood  also  presented  a letter,  address- 
ed to  him  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Vantyne,  stating  the  num- 
ber of  steamboat  disasters  which  had  occurred  with- 
in the  last  ten  years,  their  nature,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  life  and  pioperty  on  board;  from  which 
document  it  appears  (as  Mr.  U.  informed  the  house) 
that  the  whole  number  of  disasters  which  Dr.  Y. 
had  been  able  to  obtain  information  concerning  was 
185;  that  the  number  of  lives  lost  was  1,733,  the 
number  of  wounded  was  379;  of  these,  there  w-ere 
killed  by  explosions,  collisions,  and  fires,  on  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  991,  and  wounded 
260;  on  sea  and  tide-water,  deaths  Irom  the  same 
causes  363,  wounded  94:  on  the  lakes,  deaths  from 
the  same  causes  85,  wounded  4. 

Mr.  Underwood  stated  that  the  information,  as  far 
as  it  went,  was  no  doubt  accurate;  but  it  did  not 
embrace,  as  the  letter  shewed  upon  its  face,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  mischief.  It  was,  however,  an  import- 
ant document,  and  he  hoped  the  house  would  print 
it.  For  himself,  he  felt  under  obligations  to  its  au- 
thor for  the  diligence  and  talent  manifested  in  its 
preparation. 

A select  commiltee  was  raised,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  U.  to  whom  the  five  petitions,  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Vantyne,  and  the  report  and  bills  of  the  select  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session  on  the  subject  of  steam- 
boat disasters,  were  referred,  and  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Vantyne  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Monroe,  under  the  notice  heretofore  given, 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment foi  debt  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  under  the  notice  heretofore 
given,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  regulate 
the  forms  and  inodes  of  proceeding  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  regulate  the  fee  bills,  and  to 
limit  the  emoluments  of  certain  officers;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Dellet,  under  notice  heretofore  given, obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  complete  the  improve- 
ment in  the  harbor  of  Mobile;  wiiich  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  E.  Davis  offered  a resolulion  directing  the 
postmaster  general  to  inform  the  house  whether 
Ralph  Jackson  is  a contractor  for  carrying  the  mail 
in  the  state  of  Illinois;  who  are  his  sureties,  or  who 
is  responsible  to  the  department  for  any  failure  on 
his  part  to  fulfil  his  contract. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  commitlee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  act 
of  July  7,  1838,  granting  half  pay  and  pensions  to  cer- 
tain widows,  for  another  period  of  five  years;  and  also 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  June  7,  1832,  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
volution, so  as  to  grant  pensions  to  those  who  served 
at  any  time  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  Au- 
gust, 1795. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  pesident  of  the  Uni'ed  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  (if  not,  in  his 
opinion,  incompatible  with  the  public  interest)  all  the  cor- 
respondence between  this  government  and  thatofGreat 
Britain,  or  the  officers  or  agents  of  either,  or  the  officers 
and  agents  of  this  government,  with  the  president  or 
any  of  its  departments,  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
communicated  to  this  house,  on  the  subject  of  the  out- 
rage of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline  on  the  Niagara 
frontier;  and  whether  there  is  any  proposal  for  com- 
pensation being  made  to  the  owner  of  said  boat  for  the 
loss  thereof;  and,  also,  whether  any  communications 
have  been  made  to  this  government  in  regard  to  the 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of McLeod  by  the  au- 

thorities of  the  state  of  New  York  for  being  concerned 
in  said  outrage;  and  if  so,  that  he  communicate  a copy 
thereof  to  this  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore  also  introduced  a joint  resolulion 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  change  the  time  forthe  commence- 
ment of  the  term  of  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  from  the  4th  of  March  to  the  1st  of  De- 
cember; w'hich  was  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  directed  to 
be  printed. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  at  12  o’clock. 
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Auction  duties  paid  in  Philadelphia  for  the  last 
quarter  ending  30;h  December.  1840,  by  J-  B.  Myers, 
$9,960  21:  S.'B.  Thomas,  7,563  77;  S.  N.  Davies, 
4,699  53;  J.  Bispham,  1,373  72;  G.  W.  Lord,  1.157  02; 
M.  Thomas.  400  52;  C.  J.  Wolberl,  325  37;  1.  J. 
Poulterer,  134  46;  Gr.  W.  Smith,  130  75,*  J.  L.  Dooht- 
tie,  105  96.  Total,  $25,856  31. 

Bank  affairs.  Commercial  bank  of  Millington. — 
The  New  Orleans  Picayune  states  that  F.  A.  Weed, 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Millington,  his  brother  Wm. 
Weed,  and  a third  person,  were  arrested  in  that  city 
on  the  2d  inst.  that  F.  A.  Weed  on  a charge  of  frau- 
dulently obtaining  the  presidency  of  the  bank,  and  then 
passed  off  and  exchanged  to  a very  large  amount  the 
bills  of  the  bank  which  were  worthless,  for  the  bills  of 
other  banks  that  were  solvent;  and  further,  that  a re- 
ward has  been  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  F.  A. 
Weed — that  he  is  a fugitive  from  justice,  and  that 
William  Weed,  one  of  the  other  parties  arrested,  has 
been  his  aider  and  abetter  in  these  transactions.  The 
property  of  the  Messrs.  Weed,  consisting  of  some 
$20,0011  in  current  bank  notes,  has  been  attached  at  the 
suit  of  Mr.  James  Jameson.  M.  M.  Cohen,  esq.  ap- 
peared for  the  prosecution  and  Messrs.  Elmore,  Gai- 
ennie  and  King  were  present  to  defend  the  prisoners. 

New  Orleans  papers  of  a latter  date  state  that  the  ar- 
rested parties  had  been  discharged  for  want  of  suffi- 
cient evidence  that  they  had  violated  either  the  laws  of 
Maryland  or  Louisiana. 

Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  from  the 
18th  of  August  to  the  10th  November,  1840. 

Liabilities.  Assets. 

Circulation,  £16,798.000  Securities,  $22,319,000 

Deposite,  6,896,000  Bullion,  3,729,000 

£23,194,000  | £26,048,000 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  We  understand  that 

judgment  of  nonpros  was  yesterday  entered  in  the  very 
important  cases  of  Thayer  and  others  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  These  cases,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, involve  the  payment  in  specie  of  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars,  and  unless  the  non  pros  is  set  aside, 
may  seriously  alfect  the  efforts  of  the  bank  to  resume 
in  January  next.  We  are  also  informed  that  a rule  to 
show  cause  why  the  non  pros  should  not  be  set  aside, 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Cadwalader,  counsel  for  the 
hank.  [U.  S.  Gazl 

The  chandelier,  a new  and  splendid  article,  weigh- 
ing upwards  of  seven  thousand  pounds  and  which  cost 
$5,000  in  Boston  where  it  was  manufactured,  having 
been  suspended  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives at  Washington,  whilst  two  attendants  were  en- 
gaged in  cleaning  it,  and  taking  out  the  old  oil,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  lamp  with  some  of  a superior 
quality,  they  suddenly  found  the  chandelier  begin  to 
ascend,  and  in  spite  of  all  their  exertions,  by  throwing 
their  weight  upon  it,  it  went  up,  along  the  whole  rod, 
to  the  dome,  and  struck  with  great  violence  against 
the  frame  work  below  the  sky-light,  and  instantly  the 
whole  mass — chandelier,  rod,  fixtures  and  all — tumbled 
down  and  was  broken  to  atoms.  Fortunately  the 
house  was  not  in  session  at  the  time  or  it  would  no 
doubt  have  been  fatal  to  a number  of  the  members. — 
The  two  workmen  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Goode,  of  Ohio, 
who  was  standing  near  them,  had  barely  time  to  get 
out  of  the  way. 

Congressmen.  The  hon.  R.  B.  Rhett,  of  N.  C.  is 
detained  at  home  by  a lingering  summer  fever.  Henry 
Clay  is  in  New  York,  and  is  expected  to  remain  a few 
days.  Gen.  Waddy  Thompson,  whose  almost  mira- 
culous escape  has  been  noticed,  has  not  come  oft' en- 
tirely without  scars.  His  face  is  somewhat  scratched, 
and  he  has  lost  one  or  two  teeth. 

The  eastern  papers  are  discussing  the  question  whe- 
ther the  hon.  Levi  Woodbury  is  constitutionally  eligible 
to  a seat  in  the  senate,  to  which  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  recently  elee'ed  him.  The  Atlassays  1 Mr. 
Woodbury  is  a resident  of  the  D.  of  Columbia,  and  has 
been  such  for  many  years.  He  is  not,  and  has  not  been 
for  eight  years,  an  inhabitant  of  New  Hampshire.  He 
is,  therefore  ineligible,  and  has  no  right  to  take  his  seat 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  fourth  of 
March  next.  That  an  inhabitant  of  Washington  is 
not  eligible  to  congress  has  already  been  decided — once 
in  the  case  of  John  Bailey,  who  was  chosen  a member 
of  the  house,  from  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  this  state, 
when  an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
refused  a seat;  and  again  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Grundy, 
who,  when  elected  to  the  senate  from  Tennesse.e,  was 
compelled  to  return  to  that  state,  in  order  to  gain  a re- 
sidence, and  was  then  elected  a second  time.  There 
consequently  has  been  no  legally  elected  senator  chosen 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hubbard.’’ 

The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  11th  inst.  says:  We  re- 
gret to  hear  of  the  continued  and  severe  illness  of  the 
hon.  Felix  Grundy,  who  has  been  confined  to  his  home 
in  this  city,  from  indisposition,  for  six  or  eight  weeks 
past.  His  case  is  understood  to-day  to  be  a very  criti- 
cal one. 

Cotton.  A letter  from  Todd,  Jackson  &.  Co.  Lon- 
don, by  the  late  arrivals  state  the  sales  and  deliveries  of 
all  kinds  of  cotton  from  January  1st,  to  have  been  as 
follows: 

Trade,  1,006,000  bales. 

Speculation,  197,450  “ 

Export,  55,460  “ 

1 253,910 


The  import  of  American  cotton  exceeds  that  of  last 
year  by  360,000  bales — the  quantity  taken  for  con- 
sumption has  been  larger  by  282,720  bales,  and  the 
price  of  “fair’’ Orleans  is  now  6§,  which  at  this  time 
last  year  was  7|. 

The  stock  of  India  cotton  is  45,500,  against  11,500 
last  year  which  is  occasioned  by  the  rupture  with 
China. 

New  York  Dec.  21.  The  sales  of  last  week  were 
small,  only  1,850  bales  Upland  and  Florida,  9al0^;  N. 
Orleans  9|all 

According  to  accounts  brought  by  the  Acadia  from 
England,  the  cotton  market  remained  languid  and 
prices  had  declined  about  gd  per  pound  up  to  the  14th 
ult.  when  it  rallied  and  recovered  the  previous  prices. 
The  stock  on  hand  was  heavy  for  the  season,  430,000 
bales,  against  246,000  last  year. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week,  in  Philadelphia  87; 
of  whom  30  were  under  two  years  of  age;  at  Balti- 
more 38,  of  which  14  were  under  14  years  of  age;  2 
were  free  colored  and  1 slave. 

Duelling.  The  house  of  representatives  of  South 
Carolina  have  postponed  indefinitely  a bill  prohibiting 
duelling  in  the  state.  Col.  Meminger  delivered  a speech 
in  support  of  the  measure,  which  has  added  additional 
lustre  to  his  high  charactet  as  an  orator.  So  no  restric- 
tion exisls  in  the  palmetto  stare  upon  murder  in  an 
“honorable”  way.  [Richmond  Compiler. 

District  of  Columbia.  By  the  census  just  com- 
pleted, it  appears  that  Washington  city  has  a popula- 
tion of  23,364;  Washington  county,  3.069;  George- 
town, 7,312;  Alexandria  city,  8,459;  Alexandria  coun- 
ty, 1,503— making  a total  of  43,712,  as  the  population 
of  the  ten  miles  square. 

Emigration.  The  Kingston,  U.  C.  Chronicle  says, 
that  upwards  of  12  000  emigrants  arrived  at  that  place 
during  the  past  season,  about  3,000  of  whom  received 
employment  and  settled  in  the  neighborhood.  About 
1,200  proceeded  directly  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  friends  and  relatives  there.  The 
emigrants,  generally  speaking,  were  very  respectable, 
and  many  of  them  in  good  circumstances,  indeed  a 
a few  of  them,  had  no  less  than  £60  000  among  them. 
The  same  paper  adds  that  about  1,300  emigrants  ar- 
rived in  Kingston  during  the  season  from  the  U.  States 
to  settle  in  Canada,  including  50  run  away  slaves. 

Exchange.  London , Nov.  12.  The  continental  ex- 
changes had  become  more  favorable  to  England,  and 
a better  state  of  the  money  market  was  confidently 
expected.  Sales  of  United  States  bank  share  at  £13 
10s.  and  of  American  stocks  at  prices  somewhat  bet- 
ter than  could  have  been  obtained  a week  before. 

Domestic  exchanges  remains  as  last  quoted. 

Fire.  The  cotton  and  woollen  factory  of  Jeremiah 
Dare,  esq.  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  was  lately  destroyed  by 
fire.  Loss  estimated  at  $14,000. 

Flour.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  states 
t!  at  about  41,000  bbls.  of  flour  are  now  in  store  there. 

The  quantity  of  flour  received  at  Albany  through  the 
season  of  navigation  is  stated  in  the  Albany  Evening 
Journal  at  1,355,603  barrels. 

The  inspections  last  week  at  Bahimore  were  16,524 
bbls.  and  653  half  bbls.  Prices  declined  about  12J  cts. 

The  duty  on  flour  in  England  when  the  Acadia  left, 
was  14s.  lOd.  per  bbl.  Wheat  28s  8d.  per  quarter. — 
Com  market  greatly  depressed. 

The  keg  of  gold.  Much  mystery  has  attached  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  loss  of  a part  of  the  contents 
of  a keg  of  gold,  while  in  transitu  between  the  Slate 
Bank  of  Missouri  and  the  Bank  of  America,  in  New 
York.  The  keg  originally  contained  about  $100,000, 
but  when  it  reached  New  York  $21,459  42  were 
missing.  It  is  understood,  that  the  .bank  here  has 
commenced  suit  against  the  New  York  bank  for  the 
amount  which  was  abstracted  from  the  keg,  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  find  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
action  is  brought.  [St.  Louis  New  Era. 

Libraries  in  Salem.  The  are  in  the  various  libra- 
ries in  Salem  about  24,000  volumes.  By  the  recent 
census  the  city  contains  15,083  inhabitants. 

Lead.  The  exports  of  domestic  lead  from  the  port 
of  N.  York  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1840, 
was  527,850  lbs.;  and  of  foreign  lead  302,546  lbs. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  business  which  the  city  of  St. 
Louis  has  transacted  during  the  last  vear  with  the  cities 
of  N.  York  and  Boston,  has  amounted  to  $6,000,000. 

McQeen,  the  late  postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  who 
fled  to  Texas,  it  is  said  has  been  arrested  at  Houston. 

Phenomenon.  We  are  assured  by  several  persons 
residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Llewellyn,  in  this 
county,  that  in  many  places  the  snow  is  literally  co- 
vered with  insects  which  fell  with  the  snow  on  Sunday 
'ast-  [Poltsville  Emporium. 

Population  item.  At  Templeton,  Upper.  Canada, 
a Mrs.  Francois  Homer,  lately  presented  her  husband 
" 1 th  a smiling  daughter  being  the  second  in  eleven 
months,  and  making  him  the  happy  farther  of  twenty- 
nine  children. 

Poke  commands  in  the  Baltimore  market  $5  to  $5  75 

i he  Newark  (Ohio)  Advocate  of  the  19;h  ins’,  says! 
Pork  is  selling  in  this  market  at  $2  50  per  hundred. 

I he  same  price  is  given,  we  believe,  in  all  the  sur- 
rounding towns. 


The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  of  the  >3th  inst.  says: 
We  hear  of  a considerable  sale  of  No.  1 lard,  yester- 
day, at  7j  cts.  Some  small  sales  of  hogs  continue  to 
he  made  at  $4.  About  3,000  hogs  arrived  in  town 
yesterday  from  Indiana,  but  from  the  unfavorable 
state  of  the  weather  for  killing,  there  has  been  no  sales 
made. 

Representation.  Should  the  ratio  under  the  new 
census  be  fixed  at  60,000,  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
would  be  entitled  to  their  present  number  of  represen- 
tatives; Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Vermont  and 
Rhode  Island  would  each  loose  one. 

New  York  packet  ships-  Two  New  Y'ork  packet 
ships,  have  arrived  this  week  in  anticipation  ot  the 
Boston  steamer — the  England,  captain  Waite,  after  a 
passage  of  twenty-one  days,  and  the  Garrick,  captain 
Palmer,  after  an  excellent  passage  of  fifteen  days. 
These  fine  vessels,  notwithstanding  the  competion  of 
that  powerful  agent,  steam,  are  still  destined  to  furnish 
us  occasionally,  what  they  have  for  many  years  done 
uninterruptedly,  with  the  latest  advices  from  the  United 
States.  The  Westchester,  captain  Ferris,  from  New 
York,  also  made  a good  passage  in  nineteen  days. 

[London  paper. 

The  packet  ship  Dutchess  de  Orleans,  captain  Rich- 
ardson, arrived  at  Havre  on  the  11th  November,  in  14| 
days  from  New  York — the  quickest  passage  it  is  said, 
ever  made  between  the  two  ports. 

Steamboat  accident.  A report  has  reached  New 
Orleans  by  the  steamer  General  Scott,  that  the  steamer 
Cherokee  had  exploded  and  sunk  near  Louisburg. 
The  report  further  stated  that  sixteen  persons  had  been 
killed — some  of  whom  were  cabin  passengers  and  some 
were  of  the  crew. 

Silk.  The  Alabama  papers  make  mention  of  some 
beautiful  specimens  of  silk  manufacture,  from  the  pro- 
duct of  the  common  mulberry,  by  a planter  residing 
in  the  county  of  Wetnmpka.  The  texture  is  strong 
and  of  even  thread.  A pairof  silk  hose,  manufactured 
of  the  same  materials,  is  equal,  it  is  said  to  similar  fa- 
brics imported  from  Europe. 

Specie.  The  exports  from  New  York  since  the  1st 
October,  to  the  9th  December,  amounted  to  $3,024,So5 
in  silver,  and  $170,000  in  gold.  From  the  10. h to  the 
16th  December  $803,572  in  silver. 

Stocks.  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  N. 
York  65 |;  in  Philadelphia  66J. 

American  stocks,  London,  December  3.  Alabama  fives, 
£ sterling  78aS0;  Illinois  sixes,  74;  Indiana  fives,  67a63; 
do.  do.  £ sterling,  75a76;  Kentucky  sixes,  83.  Loui- 
siana fives,  1844 — 52,  86;  Massachusetts  fives,  86a83; 
Maryland  fives,  £ sterling,  82382^;  New  York  stale 
five,  86a86j;  Ohio  sixes,  92;  Pennsylvania,  82;:83;  U. 
States  bank  shares  £14;  do.  do.  bonds  98;  New  York 
city  fives,  83a83|. 

Tariff.  The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  says:  “The  merchants  here,  not 
less  than  others,  now  call  loudly  for  a revision  of  the 
tariff.  The  discriminating  duties  are  a subject  of  much 
perplexity  and  much  liligation,  and  what  they  want  is 
an  ad  valorem — the  importing  merchants,  I mean.” 

Tarantula.  A Paris  paper  states  that  Italy  is  the 
only  country  in  which  the  Tarantula  is  found,  and  that 
the  story  of  its  bite  being  poisonous  and  producing 
madness,  or  delerium,  is  fabulous.  The  statements  are 
all  erroneous.  The  Tarantula  is  not  only  found  in  Texas, 
but  its  bite  is  highly  poisonous,  and  has  been  known  to 
produce  delerium  and  even  death.  We  have  never 
heard  of  but  one  or  two  instances  ot  persons  having 
been  hittten,  but  they  were  upon  the  best  authority. 
The  Tarantula,  it  will  be  recollected,  resembles,  or  is  a 
species  of  large  spider.  [ Texas  Gaz. 

Rail  road  accident  at  Springfield,  Mass,  on  the 
18th.  The  freight  train  consisting  of  33  loaded  cars 
attached  to  the  powerful  engine  “Massachusetts’’  be- 
came unmanageable  as  it  decended  the  inclined  plain 
and  was  precipitated  through  the  engine  house,  shoving 
the  locomotive  “Hamden”  through  an  eighteen  inch 
brick  wall  and  six  or  eight  feet  into  the  wood  pile, 
which  finally  arrested  the  engines,  both  of  which  were 
completely  wrecked.  Four  dead  bodies  have  been  ta- 
ken from  under  the  ruins,  which  prove  to  be  men  who 
were  in  the  building,' and  one  breakman.  The  engi- 
neer, conductor,  and  one  or  two  others,  cleared  them- 
selves from  the  train  a few  feet  from  the  engine  house, 
and  are  unhurt. 

Tobacco.  The  stock  of  Maryland  at  Baltimore  in 
the  hands  of  agents  is  very  low,  and  those  of  a mid- 
dling and  lower  qualifies  are  readily  sold  at  former 
quoiations,  viz:  inferior  to  common  $4a5,50;  middling 
lo  good  $5  50a7  50;  good  $S.i8  50;  fine  $9,il3.  Ohio 
is  rather  neglected.  Common  at  $4a4  50;  middling 
$5;  good  $5  50a6  50;  fine  red  and  wrappery  $8ol2; 
and  prime  yellow  at  $7  50al0.  The  inspections  of  the 
week  comprise  351  lihds.  Maryland;  45  hhds.  Ohio;  6 
hhds.  Virginia;  and  1 hhd.  Kentucky — total  403  hhds. 

In  England,  Dec.  4,  tobacco  was  in  good  de- 
mand, and  Kentucky  stemmed  has  advanced  within  a 
month  past  ga£d.  peril). 

Hugh  L.  White.  The  Tennessee  papers  have 
started  a proposition  to  erect  a monument  to  the  memo- 
ry of  this  lamented  patriot. 

Wabash  and  Erie  Canal.  The  work  on  the  side 
cut  connecting  the  main  trunk  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  at  Maumee  city,  with  the  rivpr,  has  been 
recommenced,  and  a great  number  of  laborers  em- 
ployed on  it. 
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A. 

Abolition — gen.  Harrison’s  speech  on  42;  two  commU' 
mentions  from  world’s  convention  on,  and  reply  of 
gov.  Polk  156;  presidential  ticket,  number  of  votes  176; 
W.  Cost  Johnson’s  speech  on  rejection  of  petitions  re- 
lative to  166,  183;  Mr.  Adams’ resolution  to  rescind 
236;  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Johnson’s  substitute,  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives  191;  electoral  tick- 
et of  192;  vote  of  candidates  of  304;  politics  of  320;  riot 

368 

Academy,  (military),  cadets  admitted  into  131 

Acadia,  arrival  of,  at  Boston  113 

Accounts,  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on 

253 

Adair,  Elisha,  petition  from  316 

Adams,  J.  Q. — vjsit  to  Halifax  32;  Fredericktown  48; 
letter  from,  on  renomination  175;  lectures  208;  one  of 
committee  on  manufactures  253;  requests  hall  of  house 
of  reps,  for  use  of  national  institute  270;  inquiry  of, 
concerning  pension  fund  27 1,  281;  moves  bill  relative  to 
collection  of  duties  be  referred  to  committee  on  manu- 
factures, remarks  by  283;  resolutions  on  funds,  land 
bounties,  executive  duties  and  prohibitions  298;  remarks 
on  printing  committee  299;  presents  petition  front  Mr. 
Attree  300;  remarks  on,  reports  on  Amistad  case  301; 
inquiry  and  remarks  on  appropriation  for  pension  fund 
311;  amends  bill  on  imprisonment  for  debt  319;  bill  re- 
ported for  increase  of  duty  on  silk,  by  332-3;  presents 
petitions  from  peace  society,  and  from  Pennsylvanians 
on  slavery  350;  requests  use  of  hall  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  367;  remarks  on  appropriations  toSeminoles  381; 
remarks  on  Mr.  Pickens’  report  400;  resolutions  of  in- 
quiry by,  on  erroneous  printing  of  document  253;  rela 
live  to  political  relations  with  China  255;  of  removals 
from  post  office  department  319 

Aeronautic  experience  112 

Africa— army  at  Sfax  in  34;  new  colony  in  66;  small 
pox  112 

African  troops  161 

Agent,  defaulting,  of  Little  Rock  83;  bill  in  United 
States  senate  authorising  pavment  of,  in  certain  cases 

406 

Agriculture,  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on  250;  com- 
mittee of  house  of  representatives  on  253 

Akhoula,  destroyed  114 

Alabama — election  returns  of  3;  epidemic,  causes  of 
resignation  of  Van  Buren  candidates,  death  of  senator 
elect  39;  health,  fire  55;  election  returns,  suit  and  judg- 
ment in  88;  election  in  Mobile  112;  punctuality,  act  of 
legislature  166;  extract  of  message  of  governor  182; 
election  returns  196;  United  States  senator  218;  state 
debts  219;  extract  of  gov.  Bagby’s  message  233;  official 
returns  243;  bills_  relative  to,  in  U.  S.  senate250;  petition 
for  land  office  259;  bills  respecting  lands  and  funds  in 
269;  specimens  of  sdk  in  272;  salary  of  governor  274; 
nullity  of  vote  for  electors  275;  inquiry  into  expediency 
of  appointing  a marshal  and  district  attorney  281;  bill  to 
relinquish  tide  to  land  264;  bill  in  legislature  of,  on 
banks  295;  insurrection  rumor,  remarks  on  electoral 
vote  of  296;  bank  accommodation  in  341;  resolutions  of 
legislature  of,  on  protective  tariff  351;  report  and  peti- 
tion  of,  on  controversy  between  Maine  and  Georgia 
366;  bill  reported  in  United  States  senate  for  relinquish- 
ing  lands  to,  for  certain  purposes,  memorial  of  legisla- 
ture of  praying  reimbursement  366;  legislature  closed 
banks  390 

Albemarle  sound,  bill  reported  to  ascertain  the  prac- 
ticability of  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and 

373 

Alden,  col.  James,  U.  S.  navy,  letter  from  describing 
massacre  336 

Allegany  county,  Md.  population  of  ' 160 

Alexandria,  D.  C.  population  64;  vote  on  retrocession 
112;  trade  336;  bill  reported  to  extend  bank  charter  in 

397 

Alexandria,  Egypr,  intelligence  from  82 

Algiers,  66,  l44 

Allen,  Mr.  resolutions  of,  on  sub-treasury  252 

Allen,  John,  of  Virginia,  elected  judge  of  court  of  ap- 
pea  is  261 

Almanacs  400 

Alpaco,  description  of  the  256 

Amalgamation,  vote  on,  in  Massachusetts  359 
American— -sailor  16;  manufactures  32;  board  of  mis- 
sions 48;  receipts  of  board  91;  colonization  society,  re- 
ceipts of%;  ostrich,  antiquities  128;  president  208;  be- 
quests, board  of  foreign  missions  to  the  education  so- 
ciety, Bible  society,  tract  society  400;  patriots,  memorial 
and  rematks  in  U.  S.  senate  relative  to  certain,  so  styl- 
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Amnerst  college,  commencement  48 

Amistad,  L\  amount  of  appraisal  and  sale  144;  ex- 
amining printing  concerning  301;  bill  authorising  en- 
rolment of,  passed  313;  in  senate  347;  correspondence 
relative  to  402 

r'V’r  er5,on’  Mr.  of  Tennessee  250;  announces  death 
ot  telix  Grundy  231;  presents  credentials  of  N.  O.  P. 
.Nicholson  216 

Anderson,  Simon,  death  of  251 

Andover  theological  seminary,  donation  to  416 


Andrews,  excollector,  verdict  against  83 

Annapolis  city,  population  of  144,  199;  electoral  col- 
lege meet  at  217 

Antiquities,  American  123 

Anthracite,  furnace  16;  iron  60,  96 

Anti  masonry  400 

Anti  slavery  petitions  316 

Apalachicola,  long  rain  at  40;  census  192;  description 
of  224;  purchase  made  by  416 

Appointments,  by  the  president  1,  17,35,49,83,  113, 
130,  162,  196,  290,  306,  321,  370,  385 

Apprentices,  decision  of  court  on  336 

Appropriations — sec  Iowa;  221;  leave  asked  to  bring 

on  bill  for,  Mr.  Cushing’s  amendment,  bill  reported  253, 
254;  petitions  for  255;  reconsider  vote  on,  speech  on 
298;  bill  reported  317;  committee  of  whole  on  319;  for 
Florida  war  357;  for  benefit  of  Seminoles  381;  bill  for, 
for  fortifications  considered  382;  memorial  of  Baltimo- 
rians  for,  for  fortress  394;  debate  on,  bill  for  considered 
in  bouse  of  representatives  396;  debate  on  393;  bill  for, 
read  by  clauses  411;  amendments  proposed  to  412;  fur- 
ther consideration  of  413;  debates  and  amendments  of 
415;  bill  reponed  for,  for  fortifications,  &c.  415 

Aquatic  life  hat  . 160 

Aqueduct — blown  up,  relative  to  Potomac  32;  su- 
porintendant  of  Potomac  160;  communication  relative 
to  Potomac  in  U.  S.  senate  379 

Archimedes,  steamer  64 

Arkansas — time  of  holding  state  elections  in  48;  result 
of  election  in  128;  official  returns  of  governor’s  elec- 
tion, boundary  line  of,  Methodist  conference  in  219; 
legislature  convened,  United  States  senator  235;  result 
of  election  243;  bill  on  public  lands  in  250;  on  titles  to 
lands  252;  in  U.  S.  senate  concerning  lands  in  269;  of- 
ficial vote  for  electors  275;  salary  of  governor  274;  bill 
for  relief  of  citizens  280;  for  school  purposes,  for  mili'ary 
purposes,  to  establish  titles  to  land  in  284;  engrossed 
317;  unfavorable  report  on  entering  land  318;  resolution 
of  legislature  on  coding  public  Inilds,  on  navigation  331; 
census  311;  bill  authorising  sajesoflands  in,  for  schools 
reported  in  house  of  representatives  394 

Armistead,  gen.  letter  to  secretarv  of  war.  sword  de- 
livered to,  extract  of  a letter  from  307;  letter  from  on  In- 
dian affairs  38);  letter  from  395 

Army — movements  2;  arrival  of  gen.  Scott  and  col. 
Worth  at  New  York,  Fort  Holmes  38;  Jefferson  bar- 
racks, exploit  of  capt.  Beall,  of  U.  States  dragoons  50; 
lieut.  Hanson  fired  upon,  man  killed  51;  orders  in  quar- 
ter master’s  department,  medical  staff',  topographical 
engineer,  dragoons,  infantry,  stations,  skirmish  near 
Fort  Mitchell  68;  col.  Worth,  movement  of  troops,  cap- 
ture of  Indians,  capt.  Beall,  lieut.  Hanson’s  fight  with 
Indians,  capt.  Hawkins,  order  of  Gatlin,  adjutant  col. 
Kearney  85;  general  orders,  death  of  col.  Green,  milita- 
ry movements  97;  lieut.  Hanson  98;  majs.  gen.  Scott 
and  Macomb  16.;  movements  128;  recruits  2d  infantry, 
arrivals  in  Charleston  and  Savannah  131;  destination 
of  troops,  war  in  Florida  148;  accident  at  West  Point, 
lieut.  Judd,  conference  with  Indians,  col.  Worth,  capt. 
Page,  capt.  Armstrong  164;  letter  to  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle,  announcing  Seminole  delegation  178;  letter 
to  secretary  of  war  from  gen.  Armistead,  arrivals  of 
commissioners  to  European  military  establishments  197; 
promotions  and  appointments  211;  deaths,  orders  212; 
majs.  gen.  Macomb  and  Gaines,  troops,  gen.  Arrni- 
stead’s  letter  228;  maj.  gen.  Scott,  Florida  troops,  news 
from  Savannah,  gen.  Armistead’s  division  of  Florida 
259;  bills  to  equalize  pay  of  280;  swords  delivered  by 
Virginia  to  officers  of,  extracts  from  reports  of  maj.  gen. 
Macomb,  adjutant  general,  surgeon  general,  promo- 
tions, resignations,  deaths,  Indian  affairs,  extract  of  a 
letter  from  In  igqdier  general  307;  amendment  to  bill  for 
support  of  317;  col.  Harney’s  expedition,  private  Hall 
322;  recruits  for,  Florida  news  339;  commissioners  of,  to 
Europe,  appropriations  lor,  for  Florida  war,  improve- 
ments in  weapons  for  357;  exploits  of  cols.  Harney  and 
Riley  373  4;  gen.  Armis’ead’s  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
war  381;  letter  from  gen.  Armistead,  assist,  surgeon’s 
letter  relative  to  Florida  Indians  396;  movement  of 
troops  tinder  lieut.  Mock,  board  of  surgeons  of,  to  con- 
vene at  Philadelphia  402 

Army  Register,  notice  of  373 

Ardnt,  professor,  released  176 

Arrarat,  Mt.  earthquake  at  1 14 

Arsenal,  at  Stockholm  358 

Artificial  lake  356 

Assessment  of  New  York  city  96 

Astronomical  phenomena  208 

Atherinl  Oleine  224 

Atkinson,  brig.  sen.  paralysed  153 

Attree,  Mr.  petition  front  300 

A uburn,  conservative  convention  at  98;  whig  conven- 
tion at  141 

Augusta,  death  of  princess  1 1 3 

Australia,  storm  in  67 

Aux  Cayes,  fire  at  64 


B. 

Badger.  Mr.  of  North  Carolina,  accepts  offer  of  sec- 
retaryship of  navy  402 


Bagby,  gov.  of  Alabama,  extract  of  message  of,  on 
slavery  233 

Baltimore  city— nominations  in  20;  deaths  32;  imports 
of  coffee  to  80;  cattle  96;  cattle  in  market  112;  elections 
in  118;  deaths  in  128;  population  of  160;  deaths  160;  in- 
spection of  flour  228;  trade  384 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  report  of  119;  dividend 
of  128 

Bangor,  population  of  126 

Banks— judgment  against  United  States,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, suits,  <fcc.  32;  president  of  Schuylkill,  arrives 
from  Europe  ib.;  officers  of  the,  of  Philadelphia  meet 
32;  condensed  statement  of  different  banks  in  the  U.  S. 
50;  condition  of.  in  Rhode  Island  68;  of  Baltimore  and 
Pennsylvania  80;  arrangements  between,  of  Philadel- 
phia 86;  cashier  of,  of  Virginia  88;  of  New  Orleans  88; 
gov.  Porter’s  demand  of  the,  of  Pennsylvania,  question 
of  resumption  of,  meeting  of  delegates  of  99;  shares  of 
United  States,  of  Pennsylvania  112;  statements  of,  in 
Rhode  Island  132;  state  of,  in  Illinois  134;  savings,  of 
Great,  Britain  144;  agent  to  settle  concerns  of,  in  Ver- 
mont 149;  explosion  of  Millington  160;  on  the  party  of 
174,  observations  174;  exhibits  1 2 3 of  number  of,  and 
capital  of,  from  1820,  recapitulation  175:  arrangements 
of,  to  resume  specie  payments  192;  notes  counterfeited 
20S;  number  and  capital  of,  in  Louisiana  219;  condition, 
resources  and  liabilities  of,  in  Kentucky,  condition  of  the 
Ohio,  Illinois  state  219;  Union,  of  Florida  221;  Georgia 
to  resume  specie  payments  233;  gov.  Page  on  242;  ar- 
rangements for  resumption  250;  condition  of,  in  East 
Florida  258;  petition  to  congress  from  District  of  Colum- 
bia 250;  of  Illinois  261;  bill  to  recharter  in  United  States 
senate  269;  aff  air  of,  loss  of  keg  of  gold  for  272;  Frank- 
lin 288;  statement  of  the  United  States,  ot  Pennsylva- 
nia 309;  Benton’s  proposal  to  tax  bills  of  280;  bill  to 
continue  corporate  existence  of,  in  District  of  Columbia 
281;  Alabama  legislation  on,  Ohio  prohibits  the  issue  of 
small  notes  from  296;  inquiries  concerning,  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  315;  engrossed  bill  of  317;  of  Bal- 
timore city,  of  Virginia  320;  resumption  336;  Ohio  legis- 
lative proceedings  on  342;  S.  Carolina  remonstrance 
against  national  348,  353;  Savings,  of  Havarina  355; 
conventions  of,  and  resolutions  by  356;  of  Maine  35S; 
vote  for  extension  of  charter  ol,  in  New  Jersey  359:  In- 
diana resolutions  for  national  366;  of  United  States, 
outstanding  notes  368;  another  suspension  of  specie 
paying  372;  investigation  of,  in  New  York,  small  note 
issue  in  Virginia  374;  Gallapolis  375;  Kentucky  legisla- 
tive resolutions  in  favor  of  a national,  South  Carolina 
against  381;  condition  of,  growing  out  of  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  the  Franklin  384;  of  Alabama  390; 
vote  on  suspending  in  Pennsylvania,  dividends  of,  re- 
ceived by  Pennsylvania  403;  remarks  of  N.  Y.  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  relative  to  404;  statement  of  specie  and 
specie  funds  paid  by  the  Philadelphia,  during  54  days, 
memorial  of  United  States  bank  to  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania 405;  Millcdgeville",  Columbus,  Franklin  400; 
resolutions  adopted  by  adjourned  meeting  of  stockhold- 
ers of  the  United  States  416;  suits  against  U.  Slates,  of 
Pennsylvania  416 

Bankrupt  law — letter  from  Van  Buren  on  122;  me- 
morial from  New  Jersey  for  enactment  of 250;  petitions 
from  New  York  for  269,  281,  298,  315-16,  333,  347-8; 
against  enactment  of  332;  bill  reported  333;  vote  of  Loui- 
siana in  favor  of  360;  bills  petitioning  a,  from  Louisi- 
ana. against  a,  from  Charleston,  S C and  New  York 
city  378;  memorials  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky  in  favor 
of,  bill  to  adopt  considered  379;  memorials  in  senate 
from  Michigan,  Laporte,  Indiana,  from  chamber  of 
commerce,  New  York,  proposal  to  recommit  379;  de- 
bated by  U.  S.  senate  406-7;  memorials  from  citizens  of 
Indiana,  Michigan,  Mississippi  asking  adoption  of  uni- 
form system  of,  remonstrance  againsc  passage  of  394 
Barclay,  Robert,  letter  of  126 

Barney,  Mrs.  amendment  of  bill  in  favor  of  414 

Barrow,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana,  elected  U.  S.  se- 
nator 341 

Bartlett,  Mr.  will  of  416 

Barton’s  letter  90 

Bascomb,  Henry  B.  D.  D.  elected  to  presidency  of 
Louisiana  college  176 

Bates,  Mr.  credentials  of  347 

Bayard,  R.  B.  elected  United  States  senator  320; 
qualified  347 

Baton  Rouge,  conventions  at  119;  Van  Buren  con- 
vention, land  slide,  penitentiary  133 

Beacon  lights,  bill  authorising  establishment  of,  re- 
ported 406 

Beans  192 

Belgium — cotton  manufactory  in  92;  visit  to  England 

34 

Bell,  capt.  Robert  II.  sword  delivered  to  307 

Bennet’s  discovery  in  steam  machinery  96 

Benton,  Mr.  U.  S.  senator — leave  asked  to  bring  in 
bill  to  establish  permanent  pre-emption  system  250;  re- 
solution fur  table  of  rates,  exchanges,  &c.  by  253;  peti- 
tion of,  on  imports  of  iron,  bill  for  taxing  bank  notes 
withdrawn  2S0;  resolution  by,  on  inquiry  respecting 
outfit  for  com.  Porter  231;  letter  to  editor  of  St.  Louis 
Argus  from  310;  presen  s credentials  of  senator  MeRo- 
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berts  315;  remarks  316;  presents  New  York  memorials, 
resolution  of  inquiry  on  reduction  of  bounties  332 
Bequests  368,  400,  416 

Berrien,  J.  McPherson,  official  opinion  of,  on  testi- 
mony 143;  elected  U.  S.  senator  233 

Berryer’s  speech  in  defence  of  Louis  Napoleon  12J 
Beyrout,  Syria,  commodore  Napier’s  arrival  at  66; 
news  of  fall  of,  in  France  114;  occupied  by  Anglo  1 urk 

195 

Bible— societies,  number  of  64;  the,  of  Robert  Burns 
64;  old  80;  bequests  400;  description  of  copy  of  256 
Biddle,  Nicholas,  letter  from  to  Mr.  Webster  24 
Biennial  sessions,  bill  to  adopt  in  Georgia  261 

Binding,  see  Rives 

Birney,  James,  abolition  candidate  for  presidency  208 
Bishop  of  Charleston,  letter  from  126 

Black  Hawk,  bones  of  304 

Blair  & Rives,  elected  public  printers  407 

Bogart,  Alexander,  arrested  132 

Bologne-ser-mer,  news  from,  concerning  Louis  Na- 
poleon 34 

Bonaparte,  Louis  Napoleon — invades  France  33;  ta- 
ken captive  35;  letter  to  editor  of  Journal  of  Commerce 
from  66;  trial  of  1 14,  129;  sentence,  manner  of  receiving 
it  145;  Berryer’s  defence  of  129 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon — remains  of  80;  tomb  160;  re- 
moval to  frigate,  chapel  on  board  209;  arrival  in  France 
257;  description  of  body,  interment  305 

Bonds,  decision  concerning  the,  of  Illinois  96 

Bonnycastle,  Charles,  death  of  160 

Booksellers,  monopoly  by,  in  Germany  160 

Boston — signs  of  prosperity  in  19;  removal  of  house  in 
32;  Bunker  Hill  convention  45;  proceedings  of,  meet- 
ing at  Faneuil  hall  in  47;  old  soldiers  58;  resources  for 
completion  of  monument,  cabs  112;  combination  of 
coal  dealers  in  132;  census  179;  commerce  and  trade  of 
197;  memorial  of  merchants  of  255;  commerce  320;  su- 
gar trade  in  368 

Boston  ship  of  war,  character  of  213 

Botts,  Mr.  J-  M.  on  Van  Buren’s  admission  of  ne- 
gro testimony  142 

Boundary  line — see  northeast,  of  Arkansas  219;  of 
Iowa  220;  difficulties  on,  in  Missouri  375;  communica- 
tion from  Van  Buren  to  U.  S.  senate  relative  to,  petition 
relative  to  379;  bill  relative  to  settlement  of  in  Iowa  393; 
engrossed  in  U.  S.  senate  407 

Brackenridge,  Henry  M.  in  house  of  representatives 

253 

Braddee,  Dr.  bailed  384 

Bradley,  Reuben,  sold  in  S.  Carolina  200 

Brandy,  from  potatoes  160 

Braxton,  rev.  Mr.  chaplain  to  house  of  representatives 

254 

Brazil — gold  from  16;  Pedro  II.  assumes  reins  of  go- 
vernment, excitement  in  chamber  of  deputies  ol  34; 
new  ministry  announced  35;  trade  in  141 

Brent,  Daniel,  consul  at  Paris,  death  of  402 

Breckenridge,  J.  rev.  elected  president  of  Oglethorpe 
university  256 

Brokers  terms  368 

Brooklyn,  Connecticut,  earthquake  at  144 

Brooklyn,  New  York,  whig  meeting  at  52;  project  to 
improve  55 

Brown,  Aaron  V.  resolutions  on  Mr.  Grundy’s  death 

286 

Bude  light  58 

Bulwer,  H.  L.  translation  of  note  on  eastern  affairs 

145 

Bunker’s  Hill — convention  43;  declaration  45;  pro- 
ceedings 47;  revolutionary  soldiers  at  58;  sum  realized  at 
fair  for  SO;  contract  contemplated  112;  donation  to  144; 
contracts  176;  total  receipts  of  fair  224;  costs  and  re- 
ceipts of  association  304 

Buenos  Ayres — critical  condition  of  affairs  in  241; 
treaty  with  France  320;  number  of  foreign  merchant 
vessels  at  400 

Buoys,  bill  authorising  establishment  of  406 

Burch,  S.  removed  from  chief  clerk’s  office  177 
Burial  of  gen.  Mercer’s  remains  222 

Butler,  Mr.  addresses  the  Van  Buren  convention  at 
New  York  51;  speech  at  Tammany  hall  102 

Bynum,  Mr.  of  North  Carolina,  in  house  of  represen- 
tatives 318 

C. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  situation,  &c.  342 

Calcined  clay  58 

Caledonian,  steamer,  arrival  at  Boston  81 

Calhoun,  John  C. — extract  of  speech  on  bankrupt  bill 
137;  elected  U.  States  senator  233,  249;  bill  to  cede  pub- 
lic land  280 

Calhoun  county,  Florida,  petition  from  37S 

Calico  prints  112 

Call,  gov.  speech  at  New  York  5 

Camanche  chief,  age  of  224 

Cambreleng,  C.  C.  residence  of,  taken  in  Petersburg 

196 

Camden,  N.  J.  populmion  of  192 

Cameron,  James,  esq.  resigns  presidency  of  canal 
commissioners  261 

Campbell,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina,  appeared  in  house 
of  representatives  318 

Canada — meeting  in,  for  imposing  tax,  removal  of 
troops  17;  seat  of  government  in  35;  convicts  of,  par- 
doned 67;  place  of  holding  legislative,  meetings,  fire  at 
Quebec  in,  accidental  death  83;  incendiarism,  loyalty 
97;  special  council  of  Lower  160;  Welland  canal,  Si. 
John’s  Herald  N.  B 290;  exports  to  334,  352;  union  of 
the  two  370 

Canals — project  to  unite  the  Danube  and  Rhine  by 
80;  number  of  men  employed  on  the,  from  Alexandria 


to  the  Nile  82;  opening  of  the  Erie  and  Wabash  96; 
freight  on  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  99;  amount  ol  tolls 
in  New  York  112;  improvements  of  North  Branch  1 18; 
commerce  of,  at  Cleaveland  176;  trade  of,  in  N.  York 
199;  James  river  i6.;  resources  of,  in  New  York  215; 
tide  water,  tolls  of  N.  York  state  256;  committee  of  house 
of  representatives.on  253;  president  of  board  of  commis- 
sioners resigns  261;  Mr.  Goode’s  resolution  of  inquiry 
of  sections  of  lands  adjoining  270;  recommencement  of 
Wabash  and  Erie  272;  purchase  of  Welland  stock  by 
G.Britain  290;  resolution  to  transfer  stock  ofChesapeape 
and  Ohio,  to  Maryland  316;  default  of  tollgatherer  on 
242;  bill  in  Pennsylvania  relative  to  election  of  com- 
missioner of  359;  Wabash  and  Erie  368;  resolutions  on 
United  States  stock  in  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  &c.  379; 
report  of  Pennsylvania  commissioners  on  338 

Canajoharie  village,  N.  Y.  destroyed  208 

Capital,  amount  of,  represented  by  property  in  Great 
Britain  144 

Caroline — conspirators  against  ihe,  arrested  96;  cor- 
respondence on  290,  320;  report  of  Mr.  Picken’s  rela- 
tive to  398 

Casualties,  aqueduct  blown  up,  bridge  burnt,  ava- 


lanche 32;  persons  drowned 

Catholic  church  in  U.  States  320 

Cattle,  see  Baltimore. 

Cemetery  of  Mount  Auburn  416 

Cession  of  Louisiana  territory,  history  of  133 

Census — of  Guilderland,  N.  Y.  32;  of  various  other 
cities  of  New  York  38-9;  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio  39;  of 
Iowa  40;  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania  48;  of 
Nashville  ib.;  Salem,  Mass.  ib.  64;  of  Alexaudria  64; 
Johnson,  N.  Y.  SO;  Charleston  88;  Bangor  128;  Arkan- 
sas, Gloucester,  Mass.  Henrico  county,  Va.  Mobile, 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Richmond,  Russia  128;  Phila- 
delphia 132;  Annapolis,  Md.  144,  199;  New  Orleans 
144;  Allegany  and  Montgomery  counties,  and  Balti- 
more city,  Md.  Newport,  R.  I.  Cuba,  Washington,  D. 
C.  160;  of  British  provinces,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis  co. 
176;  of  Boston,  Mass.  179;  Middlesex  county,  N.  J. 
Delaware  180;  Charleston  182;  Camden,  N.  .T.  Pitts- 
burg, Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  Southwark,  Pa.  Wheel- 
ing, Va.  Worcester.  Mass.  192;  Cleveland,  Columbus, 
Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  Juniata  county,  Phila- 
delphia 208;  Queen  Anne’s  county,  Md.  217;  Morgan 
county,  111.  219;  Clay  and  Giraedeau  counties,  Mo.  220; 
Michigan,  Savannah  224;  of  various  cities  of  United 
Stales,  of  Netherlands  240;  Massachusetts.  Michigan, 
New  York  256;  resolutions  relative  to  252,  255;  bill  to 
extend  time  of  taking  269;  Maine  259;  New  York  260; 
District  of  Cntumbia,  Salem  272;  hill  of  inquiry  into  280; 
England  288;  counties  of  Maryland,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, South  Carolina  304;  bill  reported  in  relation  to  319; 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Illinois  323;  Michigan  336; 
table  of,  in  Maryland  340;  Arkansas  341;  of  United 
States  complete  356;  New  York  374;  Maryland  403-4; 
Chicago  416 

Challenge  352 

Chambersburg,  population  of  48 

Chambers,  col.  speaks  at  Miami  convention  56 
Chandelier,  proposition  to  remove  in  U.  S.  senate  269; 
destruction  of  272 

Chaplain,  leave  asked  to  introduce  bill  relative  to  270 
Character  of  different  national  vessels  212-13 

Charleston,  Mass,  rope  walk  in  144 

Charleston,  S.  C. — statement  concerning  cotton  and 
rice  64;  population  S3;  letter  from  bishop  of,  to  citizens 
of  Detroit  126;  census  182;  table  of  exports  from  218; 
resolutions  from  citizens  of,  against  bankrupt  law  378 
Chartry  Lafosse,  secretary  of  legation  at  Washing- 
ton 49 

Cheese  134 

Chicago,  population  416 

Chillicothe,  convention  at  89;  temperance  pledge  in 

128 

China — arrival  of  British  squadron  1;  further  accounts 
thereof  17;  Chinese  army,  Lin,  uniform,  British  expe- 
dition enumerated  39;  quantity  of  opium  used  48;  time 
of  British  expedition  sailing  to  67;  point  of  attack  on  ib.; 
destruction  of  forts  115;  rumors  of  145;  arrival  of  Bri- 
tish fleet  at,  blockade  of  river  and  ports  of  Canton,  fo- 
reign ships,  poisoned  tea,  squadron  divided,  business  in 
Canton,  reward  for  officer’s  heads,  tea,  resistance  of, 
the  Alligator,  Canton  Register  195;  Americans  leaving, 
reports  of  war,  Canton  blockaded,  proclamation,  rate 
of  rewards  for  destroying  British  209;  resolution  con 
cerning  document  showing  origin  of  political  relations 
with  254;  Chusan  taken  by  British,  Amoy  battered 
down,  Lin,  foreigners  ordered  to  quit  306;  British  in 
Pekin,  emperor’s  retreat  338;  documents  in  relation  to 
350;  question  of  war  settled,  admiral  Elliot’s  audience 
with  the  emperor-of,  terms  of  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
353;  sickness  of  British  troops  in,  Mr.  Staunton’s  sei- 
zure, fight  at  Carrier,  defeat  of  Chinese,  letter  on  affairs 
of  354 

Chittenden,  Martin,  death  of  51 

Choate,  hon.  Rufus,  nominated  for  U.  S.  senate  in 
Massachusetts  403 

Christianity  32 

Christie,  col.  speech  at  the  Miami  convention  56 
Cincinnati,  census  of  condition  of  various  members 
of  society  39;  hogs  80;  official  returns  of  census  of  176; 
schools  of  396 

Circassia,  victory  gained  by,  over  R ussians  34 

Clawney,  W.  R.  lieut.  governor  of  South  Carolina 

261 

Claims — committee,  of  U.  S.  senate  on  250;  revolu- 
tionary, committee  on  250;  bill  to  provide  for  settlement 
of,  of  New  Hampshire  against  United  States  250;  com- 
mittee of  house  of  representatives  on  253;  bill  from  250; 
bill  to  establish  board  of  commissioners  to  examine  the, 


against  the  U.  States,  question  on  its  passage,  referred 
297;  inquiry  respecting  the,  of  Indians  298;  under  old 
French  treaty  356 

Clay,  Mr.  of  Kentucky — letter  from,  to  the  editor  of 
Nashville  Whig  10;  resolutions  relative  to  collection  of 
revenue,  lands  reported  and  sub-treasury  law  250,298; 
presented  credentials  of  Mr.  Crittenden  316:  peace  so- 
ciety petition  330;  resolution  of  inquiry  on  land  titles, 
secretary  of  treasury’s  report,  <fcc.  332;  on  presenting 
legislature  resolutions  on  distribution  of  public  lands, 
remarks  on  bankrupt  law,  resolution, memorial  348,  366, 

394, 407 

Clay,  Mr.  of  Alabama — amendment  to  resolution  of 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  250;  bill  reported  by,  to  establish  pro- 
spective permanent  pre-emption  system  269, 280-1, 297, 
331,  379;  presents  credentials  of  hon.  R.  King  senator 
elect  393, 408 

Clayton,  T.  of  Delaware,  elected  United  States  sena- 
tor 320 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  exports  of  flour  from  134;  canal 
commerce  of  176;  census  20S;  table  of  arrivals,  &c.  in 
port  219 

Cloths  forfeited  to  United  States  S3 


40, -Coal,  trade  at  Lehigh  199,  256;  dealers  combination 


132;  fire  in  mines  of  4QD„ 

Coast  survey,  reports  of  250 

Cochrane’s  cannon,  trial  of  4S,  97 

Coffee,  imports,  to  Baltimore  80 

Cohen,  rev.  A.  H.  death  of  * 352 

Collins,  capt.  rumored  defalcation  of  83 

Colony,  New  African  66 

Colonization  society,  receipts  of  American  96 

Colonial  dominions  of  Great  Britain  176 

Coloring  marble  304 

Columbus,  whig  convention  at89;  census  of  203 
Columbian  government,  petition  in  relation  to  claims 
on  255 

Colquitt,  judge,  resignation  of  261 

Compliment  384 

Come  Outers  sect,  views  of  224 

Commerce — -statement  illustrating  nature  and  extent 
of,  in  United  States  36;  imports  and  exports  from  1803 
to  183S  given  in  dollars,  amount  of  flour  and  grain  ex- 
ported in  18  years  and  bullion  imported  in  13  years,  ex- 
ports in  more  ample  form,  annual  statement  of,  from 
Washington  37;  quarantine  on  American  cotton  in  the 
Baltic  dispensed  with  49;  value  of  imports  and  exports 
of  United  States  to  44  different  parts  of  the  world  in  18 
years,  from  1821  to  1838,  table  of  quantity  and  value  of 
certain  imported  articles  during  Iasi  commercial  year 
50;  treaty  of.  by  Portuguese  signed,  basis  thereof  66;  ac- 
count of  Mexican  ISO;  on  lakes  163;  of  New  Orleans 
166;  at  Cleveland  176;  of  St.  Louis  and  Boston,  western 
productions  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton 197;  Rio  coffee,  Pennsylvania  c_oal  and  iron  value 
of  211;  ballot  for  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on  250;  com- 
mittee house  of  representatives  on  253;  orders  for  in- 
quiries in  U.  S.  senate  250;  resolutions  for  inquiries  on 
252;  resolutions  269;  inquiry  resolutions  on  salvage  2S0; 
duties  on  silk  goods  306;  resolutions  of  Virginia  tobacco 
convention,  lake  trade,  collector’s  seizures  321;  table  of 
fifty  years  exports  and  imports  372;  report  by  committee 
on,  adverse  to  claims  of  British  brig  Despatch  395 
Committees,  standing,  in  U.  States  congress  249, 250 

253 

Congress — probabilites  of  an  extra  session  of  225; 
meeting  of  26th  235;  Van  Buren’s  message  to  236;  re- 
specting message  239;  standing  committees  of  both 
houses  250,  253 

Congressmen,  items  of  272 

Connecticut — whig  electoral  ticket  in  38;  earthquake 
in  144;  election  returns  of  179;  census  of  203;  Mr. 
Trumbull  presents  resolutionsof  relative  to  public  lands 
269;  census  for  years  1830  and  1810.  salary  of  governor 

274 

Consecration  of  bishop  Whittingham  55 

Constantinople,  despatch  to  English  ambassador  to 

194 

Constitution  of  U.  S — extract  from,  showing  mode 
of  electing  president  67;  bill  to  alter  252;  proposal  to 
amend  269 

Consuls,  recognition  of  148 

Contested  election  302;  see  Ingersoll;  bill  reported  in 
house  of  representatives  on  taking  testimony  in  cases 
of  393 

Contingent  expenses,  debate  on,  in  house  of  repic- 
resentatives  of  the  U.  S.  396;  funds,  reports  on  250,  269 
Convent  case  384 

Conventions — of  whigs,  at  Trenton,  Salem,  Newark 
20;  at  Washington,  Pa.  Walton,  N.  Y.  19;  called  at 
Louisiana  20;  Warren,  New  Lisbon,  Ravenna,  Ohio, 
Detroit,  Mich.  21;  Wheeling,  Va.  Portsmouth.  Ohio  39; 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  52;  Syracuse  53;  several  in  N.  Jersey, 
Lancaster,  Erie  55;  Hagerstown,  Columbia  ib.;  Leba- 
non, Chillicothe,  Sidney.  Dayton  56;  descripton  of,  at 
Erie  72;  Rahway  86;  Wilmington,  Del.  87;  Chillicothe, 
Somerset,  Columbus  189;  description  of,  at  Cumber- 
land Gap  91;  Raleigh  100;  Baton  Rouge  101;  Rich- 
mond 106;  Pittsburg  118;  Auburn  141;  resolutions  of 
the,  of  Charleston  218;  Rhode  Island  339 — Of  adminis- 
tration party,  at  Mount  Vernon,  New  Castle.  Dayton 
3;  Bucks  and  Niagara  counties  20;  Syracuse,  Plattsburg 
52;  Erie,  state  convention  55;  account  of  71;  Suffolk 
men  addressed  86;  in  Ohio  8S;  Tammany  Hall  102; 
New  Hampshire  339;  appointed  in  Missouri  89 — Of 
conservatives,  at  Auburn  98 — Of  banks  356— Military, 
in  Harrisburg  339 — Ep'scopal,  in  Missouri  220 — To- 
bacco planters,  ordered  83;  meet  at  Washington  258; 
proceedings  of  ib.;  resolutions  passed  by  _ 259 

Cookman,  rev.  Mr.  chaplain  to  the  United  States  se- 
nate 250 


INDEX. 


Coquillard,  A.  takes  charge  of  Pottawattamie  emi- 
grants 50 

Corn  market — [The  report  of  the  British  and  French, 
will  generally  be  found  on  the  first  page  of  each  num- 
ber, among  the  first  items  of  foreign  articles.] 
Cornwallis,  miscellaneous  article  133 

Corporation,  proceedings  of,  of  New  York  city  117 
Corpus  Christi,  American  sloop,  captured  257 

Correspondence — growing  out  of  colonel  Johnson’s 
speech  at  Chillicothe  8;  growing  out  of  persecutions  at 
Damascus  18;  between  D.  Webster  and  N-  Biddle  24; 
citizens  of  Danville,  Illinois  and  Van  Buren  40;  of  citi- 
zens of  Michigan  and  col  Johnson  41;  gen.  Jackson  to 
the  editor  of  the  Gallatin  Union  42;  from  pope  to  Boyer 
49;  Philadelphians  and  Van  Buren  on  wages  59;  be- 
tween Webster.  Wright  and  others,  concerning  politi- 
cal discussion  69;  military  133;  Van  Buren  and  political 
opponents  138-9,  140;  concerning  negro  testimony  143; 
on  burning  of  Caroline  290;  additional  306 

Cotton — crop  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  suffer- 
ing of  16;  prices  32,  48,  64;  80;  new  description  of  80, 
96,  112,  128,  160.  176,  192;  article  on.  from  Charleston 
Mercury  197,  208,  224,  256,  272,  304,  384;— [A  report  of 
prices,  shipments,  prospects,  crops,  &c.  will  be  present- 
ed in  the  Chronicle  pages  of  the  Register — The  state  of 
the  foreign  market  will  generally  be  found  under  foreign 
head.] 

Counterfeiters,  192.  224;  sentence  on  female  240;  bill 
introduced  in  United  States  senate  to  prevent  252, 280, 

319 

Courts — verdict  of  U.  S.  district,  at  Boston  83;  deci- 
sion of  the  supreme,  of  New  Jersey  96;  trial  of  New- 
combe  112;  of  common  pleas  in  Philadelphia  132;  pro- 
ceedings of,  in  Georgia  133;  decision  of  chancery,  in 
Missouri.220;  United  States  district  court  vs.  W.  Price 
228;  naturalization  case  in  228;  decision  of,  in  D’Haut- 
vi lie  case  243;  on  burning  houses  288;  trial  in  circuit, 
of  District  of  Columbia  294;  decision  of,  on  aliens,  in 
Illinois  304;  Barry  case  ib.;  petition  316;  decision  in 
case  of  apprentices  336;  on  erazure  ib.;  decision  in  New 
York  352;  decision  of  superior  court  of  Cincinnati  36S; 
bill  to  alter  terms  of  circuit  and  district,  of  United  States 
considered  in  committee  of  whole,  in  senate,  engrossed, 
bill  supplemental  to  an  act  establishing  judicial,  in  U. 
States  379;  Mr.  Jones’  resolution  relative  to  changing 
and  adjusting  circuits  of  U.  S.  382;  question  in  United 
States  supreme  court  on  validity  of  sale  of  slaves  in 
Mississippi  400 

Courts  martial,  51,  197,  30S;  resolution  of  inquiry  into 

313 

Cranston,  Mr.  282 

Critlendon,  Mr.  of  Kentucky,  elected  United  States 
senator  275;  bill  proposed  by,  to  prevent  interfering  of 
office  holders  in  elections  407 

Crockett,  Mr.  bill  introduced  by,  relative  to  grants  of 
land  in  Tennessee  270 

Crops,  of  England  48;  of  rice,  in  Georgetown,  South 
Carolina  ib.;  of  oranges  96 

Croton  water  company  117 

Cuba,  population  of  160 

Cumberland  gap,  convention  at  1 5,  9 1 

Cumberland  road — resolution  relative  to269;  inquiries 
relative  to  270;  resolution  proposing  to  assist  ib.\  Mr. 
Proffit’s  resolution  for  appropriation  for,  and  remarks 
on  231;  Wm.  Cost  Johnson’s  amendment,  laid  on  the 
table  232;  bill  for  continuation  of  316 

Cunard,  sketch  of  the  brothers  96;  letters  free  of  post- 
age in  their  steamers  97 

Currency,  fluctuation  of,  in  Ohio  219 

Cushing,  Mr. — letter  from,  relative  to  report  on  North 
Eastern  boundary  question  83;  resolution,  see  report  of 
traile  with  Great  Britain  255;  French  spoliations  301, 
318;  pre.-ents  memorial  of  C.  T.  James,  in  reference  to 
safety  valve  350 

Cuthbert,  Mr.  408 

Cuyahaga  county,  N.  Y.  statistics  of  180 

D. 

Daguerreotype  miniatures  96 

Damascus,  correspondence  on  persecution  at  81 
Dartnes,  Edmund  M.  attempt  to  assassinate  king  of 
France  145;  discription  of  161 

Darnes,  (St.  Louis),  released  on  bail  89;  trial  con- 
tinued 102;  convicted  134;  sentence  and  fine  of  208;  of 
Iowa  221 

Dawson,  Mr.  270,  282 

Davis,  professor,  of  Virginia,  assassinated  200 

Davis,  Mr.  of  Indiana  270,  281,299 

Davis,  G.  of  Kentucky  301 

Davenport,  England,  fire  at  113 

Davidson,  captain,  death  of  308 

Day  of  thanksgiving  appointed,  in  N.  York  215;  in 
Michigan  209 

Dayton,  riot  at  368 

Deaths — of  Mr.  Simpson  16;  J.  G.  A.  Williamson 
charge  d’affairs  at  Caraccas  17;  Wm.  McMahon  20;  in 
N.  York,  Baltimore  and  St.  Louis  32;  capt.  J.  Fowler, 
gen.  Hinds  32;  col.  T.  Riddle  39;  in  various  cities  43; 
Martin  Chittenden,  (Ver.)  51;  judge  Parker  of  Virginia 
55;  of  Boston,  N.  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  64;  San- 
son, of  Paris,  Boston  96;  col.  Karnes,  Texas  96;  col. 
Or  ene,  Tallahassee  97;  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Wm. 
Pearce,  Samuel  .Cooper  1 12:  Baltimore  128;  John  S. 
Spence  132;  W Pearce  144;  Philadelphia.  Baltimore, 
professor  Bonnvcastle  160;  Philadelphia  176;  professor 
Davis  200;  Baltimore  208;  army  212;  Camanche  chief 
224;  S.  H.  Anderson,  W.S.  Ramsay  254;  Philadelphia 
27  2;  in  navy,  (see  page  273),  judge  Mellon  304;  army 
307;  captain  Davidson  308;  judge  Haight  320;  Mas- 
sachusetts 336;  commodore.  Stevens  339;  rev.  A.  H. 
Cohen  352;  Kurrack  Singh  (king  of  Lahon),  353;  Bal- 


timore 384;  Daniel  Brent,  consul  at  France  402;  Phi- 
ladelphia, P.  S.  Parker,  esq.  consul  at  Bombay,  R.  P. 
Bowie  400;  Mr.  Hervey  416 

Debt,  state  of  Virginia  88;  of  Alabama  219;  of  Hol- 
land 257 

Declaration  of  Independence  16;  of  whigs  of  North 
Carolina  118 

Decree  of  French  king  17 

Delaware — meetings  of  both  parties  in  20;  present 
aspect  of  39;  time  of  holding  state  elections  in  48;  whig 
meeting  at  Wilmington  in,  election  of  inspectors  in 
1 12;  census  for  1830,  1840,  180;  official  election  returns 
217;  U.  S.  senator  320;  governor  Comegys’  message 
323;  remarks  of  gov.  of,  on  French  spoliations  339; 
election  of  senator  in  359;  prosperity  of  374;  governor 
Comegys’  message  388 

Dellet,  Mr.  255 

Detroit,  first  settlement  of  240 

Dickinson  college,  number  of  students  and  board  of, 
instructors  of  275 

Diplomatic — Mr.  Muhlenberg  leaving  Austria  1;  con- 
suls for  Belgium  in  different  parts  of  America  17;  M. 
Pageot,  replaced  by  M.  Chartry-Lalosse49;  Mr.  Kreh- 
mer,  secretary  of  Russian  legation  83;  minister  of  Por- 
tugal to  reside  at  Washington,  arrival  of  de  Chorao  at 
Baltimore,  George  Guest,  vice  consul  to  Uraguay  for 
city  of  Philadelphia  258;  Mr.  Stevenson  to  remain  in 
England  333 

Discoveries — immense  rivers  in  New  Holland  67; 
mummies  in  Mexico  67;  in  steam  machinery  96;  va- 
luable 137;  in  alloy  of  metals  176;  ochre  mine  in  Ver- 
mont, 228 

District  of  Columbia — expenditures  of  18,  27,  census 
of  Alexandria  64;  retrocession  tn  112;  census  250;  com- 
mittee of  house  of  representatives  on  253;  bill  in  behalf 
of  aliens  in  280;  to  provide  for  lunatics,  to  continue 
corporate  existence  of  banks  in  281;  census  of  Wash- 
ington, Georgetown  and  Alexandria  city  and  eoun'v, 
statistics,  recapitulation  of  census,  interesting  trial  294; 
bill  reported  to  authorise  letters  of  administration  in 
certain  cases  in  297;  for  lunatics  engrossed  in  U.  S. 
senate,  bill  relating  to  evidence  in  engrossed  348;  aliens 
in,  engrossed  in  U.  S.  senate  393 

District  attorneys,  bill  to  inquire  into  expediency  of 
lessening  fees  of  255 

Divorce,  vote  of  New  Jersey  on  359 

Document  official  to  France,  relative  to  eastern  af- 
fairs 145,  146,  147;  relative  to  the  Caroline  290;  addi- 
tional 306 

Dogs,  number  and  expense  of,  in  U.  S.  400 

Dollars,  new  228 

Domestic  products  and  foreign  trade  352 

Donation  to  Burlington  university  387 

Driggs,  Seth,  petition  from  255 

Dudley,  gov.  of  N.  Carolina,  extract  of  speech  of  295 
Duelling,  gen.  Harrison’s  letter  on  153;  proceedings 
on  in  South  Carolina  272 

Duties,  bill  in  relation  to  collection  of  397 

Dutchess  county.  New  York,  population  of  180 

Duncan,  Mr.  altercation  351,  366 

E. 

Earthquake — at  Ternate  1;  Hamilton,  Ararat  114; 
Upper  Canada  96;  Brooklyn,  Connecticut,  144;  New 
York  352 

East  Indies — news  from,  death  of  capt.  Bentick, 
lieut.  Clarke  killed  34 

Eaton,  maj.  addresses  political  meetings  64;  letter  of 
respecting  Mr.  Drake’s  dismission  143 

Early  settlements  and  explorations  240 

Egypt — Mehemit  Ali  refuses  to  comply  with  quadru- 
ple treaty  33;  fleet  returns  from  Syria,  envoy  of  Mehe- 
mit Absent  to  porte  34;  civilization,  condition  of  82; 
pasha  refusal  to  accede  to  treaty  114;  Alexandria 
blockaded,  unfavorable  accounts  from  194;  pasha  sub- 
dued, government  of,  guaranteed  to  him  306;  Napier, 
Stopford,  Mehemet’s  posture,  terms  of  treaty  338; 
plague  in,  Ibrahim  at  Damascus,  sir  Charles  Smith,  in- 
terview with  pasha,  Mehemet  Ali  353;  Mehemet  Ali 
submitted  to  sultan,  who  accords  to  him  hereditary 
possession  of.  Ibiahim’s  army  returns  to  403 

Election — time  of  holding,  in  New  York  20;  returns 
and  table  of  Indiana  20,  21;  time  of  holding,  in  various 
states  48;  report  of  majority  on  contested,  of  N.  J.  60; 
mode  of,  of  president  of  U.  S.  67;  errors  corrected  80; 
of  inspectors  of  Delaware  87;  state  election  of  Md.  87; 
result  of,  in  Alabama  83;  order  relative  to,  in  Louisiana, 
corporation  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  88;  returns  tor  Mary-j 
land  99.  100;  Mobile  112;  corporation  of  Wilmington, 
Del.  112;  congressional  in  Vermont,  116;  table  of,  in  N. 
Jersey,  Penn.  117;  Baltimore  city  118;  S.  Cnrolina.Geor- 
gia,  Ohio  119;  Arkansas,  Georgia,  South  Carolina  128; 
time  of  holding  presidential,  in  each  state  130;  returns 
from  Georgia  133;  partial  results  of  148;  of  United  States 
senators  in  Rhode  Island  149;  Pennsylvania  and  Mis- 
souri 151;  Georgia  152;  Ohio  153;  partial  results  of  pre- 
sidential 162;  returns  from  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Is- 
land, New  Jersey,  New  York  164;  Pennsylvania  165; 
Iowa  166;  special  in  Pennsylvania  176;  H.  Bascomb, 
D.  D.  to  Louisiana  college  176;  of  different  states  177; 
results  of,  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  N.  York  179; 
Maryland,  North  Carolina  131;  Ohio  1S2;  presidential, 
as  far  as  ascertained  196;  Maine,  New  York  193;  Ma- 
ryland 199;  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Ohio  200;  votes  for 
president  since  the  formation  ofgovernment210;  Maine, 
Vermont.  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  214;  Pennsyl- 
vania 215;  North  and  South  Carolina  217;  Georgia  218; 
Michigan  220;  Pennsylvania  229;  official  returns  of 
Indiana  234;  Illinois  235;  committee  on,  in  house  of 
representatives  253;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Indiana  243; 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Tennessee  261;  complete  table 
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of  returns  in  United  States  273;  senator  in  Maryland 
288:  leave  asked  to  bring  in  bill  to  regulate  testimony  in 
contested  317;  of  president  and  vice  president  of  Unit- 
ed States  37] 

Electors,  names  of,  in  New  York  229 

Electricity,  volocity  of  208 

Eldridge,  Dr.  verdict  on  192;  trial  368 

Ellssler,  Fanny  24,96 

Ellston,  maj.  established  salt  works  in  Indiana  261 
• f-miffrants — number  from  Germany  to  New  York 
since  March  16;  number  ot,  at  Quebec  32;  statistics  of 
85;  of  Pottawatamies  60,  85;  arrivals  in  New  York  92; 
German  128;  English  160;  in  Canada  272;  in  New  York 

384 

Engrossed  bills,  committee  of  house  of  representa- 
tives on  255;  of  senate  250 

Epidemic  416 

Erasing,  decided  to  be  forgery  336 

Erie,  lake,  trade  on  336 

Erie,  Pa.  celebration  of  Perry’s  victory  at  71-2 

Espartero,  sketch  of  161 

Espy,  Mr.  theory  of,  on  storms  288 

Estimate  of  funds  for  certain  expenses  349 

Europe,  army  and  navy  of  65;  intelligence  from  1. 17, 

• 33 

Evans,  Mr.  G.  elected  United  States  senator  from 
Maine  406 

Everett,  Mr.  254,  282,  318.  350,  410 

Exchanges,  rate  of  16,  32,  48,  64,  96,  160,  176;  192, 
224,  256,  272,  384,  400 
Excursion  144 

Executive  session  of  senate  269 

Exploring  expedition  16;  murder  of  officers  of  374; 
arrival  of,  at  Sandwich  Islands  386 

Exports — of  gold  and  silver  coin  128;  flour  from 
Cleveland  134;  of  Great  Britain  144;  table  of,  from  Sa- 
vannah and  Charleston  218;  bill  on  certain  in  United 
States  senate  269;  excess  of  290;  table  of  whole  amount 
of  during  fifty  years  372 

F. 

Fair — annual  of  American  institute  23;  Bunker  Hill 
80;  fir  erection  of  church  in  Texas  97;  in  Asia  208 
Fairfield,  (vessel)  character  of  213 

Fayrer,  lieutenant,  dismissed  from  command  of  Pre- 
sident steam  ship  113 

Fillmore,  Mr.  254,  301,  317,  380,  400 

Finances — of  Iowa  221;  committee  on,  in  United 
States  senate  249;  error  in  printed  report  on  254;  order 
to  correct  error  254;  president’s  message  relative  to, 
postponed  250;  Mr.  Webster’s  speech  on  267;  resolu- 
tions relative  to  270;  Mr.  Wright’s  speech  on,  in  Unit- 
ed States  senate  276;  of  Maine  339;  Massachusetts 
358;  of  New  York  359;  Pennsylvania  374;  Maine, 
Pennsylvania  387 

Fire  at  Louisville  224;  at  Zanesville  272 

Fisheries,  complaints  of  Canadians  of  36;  falling  off 
112,  144,  400;  of  Maine  331 

Fishermen,  seized  96,  224;  remonstrance  against  re- 
peal of  bounties  373 

Fletcher,  Robert,  P.  inaugurated  governor  of  Ken- 
tucky 39 

Florida — butchery  at  Indian  Key  3;  governor  Call’s 
remark  5;  further  particulars  of  butchery  at  Indian 
Key, 21;  exploit  of  captain  Beall  in,  express  rider  killed 
near  Pilatka,  detachment  fired  on  and  three  killed, 
Hillary  Parsons  killed  38;  deluge  of  rain,  malancholy 
accident  in  40;  house  burnt  by  Indians,  four  Indians 
captured  50;  skirmish  of  lieutenant  Hanson  51;  mur- 
ders 89;  orange  crops  96;  descriptive  letter  from  134; 
general  Armstead’s  “talk”  135;  squadron  ordered  to 
protect  143;  Indian  depredations,  voting  by  force  of 
arms  in.  Seminole  delegation  178;  bloodhounds  201; 
Union  bank  of  22!;  Indian  news,  orange  crop  297; 
interesting  news  from  360;  colonels  Harney  and  Riley, 
prisoners  373;  prospect  of  termination  of  war  in  374; 
petitions  from  Calhoun  county  in,  for  admission  into 
the  union  378;  remarks  on  terminating  war,  by  Mr. 
Downing  of  382;  memorial  from,  relative  to  southern 
portions  of  406;  reports  adverse  to  397;  bill  for  altering 
time  of  annual  council  of,  to  confer  benefits  to  certain 
claimants  in  398 

Flour — [A  regular  weekly  report  of  prices  at  various 
places,  especially  when  variations  occur,  and  of  all  in- 
cidents interesting  to  the  trade  in,  will  be  found  in  the 
Chronicle,  or  last  page  of  the  Register;  more  detailed 
accounts  of  the  markets  in  Europe,  will  be  found  on  the 
first  page  of  each  number,  under  the  foreign  head.] 
Food,  estimate  respecting  144 

Foreign  articles  will  generally  be  found  on  first  page 
of  each  number. 

Foreign  relations — committee  on,  in  United  States 
senate  249;  in  house  representatives  253;  British  out- 
rages 372;  report  of  committee  of  house  representa- 
tives on  3S5;  message  from  Mr.  Van  Buren,  transmit- 
ting correspondence  relative  to  L’Ajnistad  402;  report 
of  Mr.  Pickens  on  correspondence  relative  to  the  Ca- 
roline and  McLeod  affair,  considered  408;  bill  reported 
in  house  representatives  regulating  intercourse  with 
Cayenne  and  Guiana,  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to, 
with  Havti  397;  Mr.  Pickens’  report  on  with  Great 
Britain  398;  Mr.  Granger’s  remarks  on  408;  replies  of 
Mr.  Pickens  and  Mr.  Adams  409;  remarks  of  Messrs. 
Everett  and  Fillmore  410 

Forsyth.  John,  correspondence  of  concerning  perse- 
cution at  Damascus  19;  address  to  people  of  Georgia 
59;  rebuke  of  133;  correspondence  on  burning  of  Ca- 
roline 290;  additional  307,  402 

Forts,  St.  Joseph,  &c.  240 

Foundry,  committee  on,  revived  270 

Fowler,  death  of  captain  John  32 


INDEX. 


Fox,  H.  S.  (British  minister)  correspondence  from  on 
the  Caroline  290,  306;  letter  to  Mr.  Forsyth  relative  to 
L’Amistad  . 

France — invasion  of,  by  Louis  Napoleon  33;  steam- 
boat Edinburg  seized, Louis  Napoleon  seized  and  taken 
to  the  citadel,  Kills  sentinel,  count  Montholon  taken,  M. 
Guizot  lands  at  Calais,  Louis  Phillippe  fired  at,  orga- 
nization of  artillery,  report  concerning  M.  Theirs  and 
American  charge  d’affairs,  gen.  Cass,  treaty  by  Prus- 
sia and  Austria  ratified  34;  policy  of  Theirs,  armaments, 
reception  of  Syrian  news,  meeting  of  ministers,  prince 
Louis  Napoleon  committed,  reports  concerning  Turkey 
and  Greece  35;  No.  of  Bible  societies  64;  death  of  San- 
son ib .;  insurrectionary  movements,  re-establishment  of 
tranquillity,  letter  from  Louis  Bonaparte,  to  the  editor  of 
the  Paris  Journal  of  Commerce  66;  warlike  aspect,  im- 
provement of  public  funds  81;  admiral  Hugon’s  order, 
sums  drawn  from  Paris  Savings’  bank,  lodgments  in 
Savings’  bank,  French  government  called  upon  to  sup- 
port the  queen  of  Spain,  rumors  of  Mehemit  All’s  posi- 
tion 82;  stocks  in  Paris,  warlike  preparations,  French 
consul  returns  from  Beyrout  ib.-,  number  of  Normal 
schools  in  France  96:  army,  transcript,  trial  of  ma- 
dame  LafFrage,  despatches  from  London  113;  trial  of 
Louis  Napoleon,  testimony  of  Montholon,  wall  round 
Paris,  telegraphic  despatches  from  Marseilles,  news  of 
fall  of  Beyrout,  depositions  of  Mehemit  Ali,  fall  of  con- 
sols, news  from  Asia  and  Constantinople  114;  descrip- 
tion of  Louis  Napoleon’s  trial,  129;  attempt  to  assassi- 
nate the  king,  sentence  on  Prince  Louis  145;  account 
of  attack  on  the  king,  description  of  Darmes  161;  trade 
with  178;  new  French  ministry,  address  of  ministry  of 
war  to  the  army,  aspect  of  Paris, the  deputies,  M.  Theirs’ 
policy,  leave  asked  to  levy  French  youths,  speculations 
on  the  result  of  elections  193-4;  the  Belle  Poule  arrived 
at  St.  Helena,  the  remains  ofNapoleon,  force  of,  on  the 
Mediterranean  209;  new  light  houses  211;  tone  of  public 
journals,  effect  of  king’s  speech,  flour,  cotton  241,  paci- 
fic disposition  of  Louis,  sustained  by  chambers,  presi- 
dent of  the  ministry,  elections,  loan  to  be  proposed, 
Napoleon’s  remains  arrived  257;  Dupin’s  answer  to 
king’s  speech,  debate  betweep  Theirs  and  Guizot,  re 
lief  to  sufferers  by  inundation  voted,  duke  de  Chartres 
christened,  funeral  of  princess  Borghese,  negotiation 
for  marriage  of  due  de  Nemoirs,  number  of  houses  de- 
stroyed by  inundation  273;  peace  party  triumphant, 
vote  on  ministerial  address,  remains  of  Napoleon,  mar- 
kets, interment  ofNapoleon  305;  fortification  plan  car- 
ried out,  prince  Louis  Napoleon’s  invocation  321;  threats 
against  England,  budget  of  1842,  rumors  of  ministerial 
change,  Belle  Poule,  plots  against  king,  Mad.  Laffrage, 
frosts,  despatches  from  Africa,  Vallee  recalled,  Bugeand 
appointed  to  command  at  Algiers,  affairs  with  Moroc- 
co, cotton  market  337;  Paris  tranquil,  Guizot  strength- 
ening pacific  measures,  dissatisfaction  relative  to  Egyp- 
tain  affairs,  cold  weather,  fortifications  progressing  369; 
French  papers  comment  on  British  queen’s  omission  to 
allude  to  France  in  her  speech  on  opening  parliament, 
animated  debates  on  fortification  of  Paris,  fierce  oppo- 
sition to  the  Guizot  administration  401;  death  of  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Paris  402;  sum  placed  at  disposal  of  king 
of,  for  encouragement  of  native  arts  416 

Franklin,  Dr.  letter  of  introduction  of  58 

Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore  28S 

Fraud  in  Philadelphia  132 

Freight  2S8 

French,  B B.  chief  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  177 

French  spoliations,  memorialin  house  of  representa- 
tives claiming  indemnity  for  367 

Freshet  320 

Pulton,  Mr.  senator  elect  from  Arkansas  235,  219, 
250,  252,269,  331,  378 
Fulton,  cruizing  of  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  1 

Funds — bill  to  relinquish  certain,  engrossed  247;  re- 
solution of  United  States  investment  of  298;  of  New 
York  city  banks  112;  of  Wesleyan  centennary  192 

Fur  company,  statements  of,  trade  68 


G. 


Gaines,  gen.  system  of  defence  of  322 

Galignani’s  abstract  of  Berryer’s  speech  130 

Gallicia,  sects  and  population  160 

Gasparini,  Gasper,  pope,  letter  from,  to  president 
Boyer  49 

Gambling  in  stocks  416 

Garland,  Hugh  A.  281,284 

Garland,  James,  dinner  and  speech  20 

Geiger’s  body  found  93 

Genius  in  mechanics  144 

Geological  survey  of  New  Hampshire,  see  gov.  Page's 
message  242 

Georgia — election  results  in  Savannah,  comparison 
of  vote  of  different  years  39;  time  of  election,  results  ot 
1838  55;  Indian  murders  in  88;  political  contests  100; 
partial  returns  101;  election  119;  election  returns  12S; 
rebuke  to  Mr.Forsyth,  election  returns  133, 152;  legis- 
lative proceedings  218;  census  and  capital  of  Savan- 
nah 224;  election  of  United  States  senator  in,  banks  re- 
sume specie  payments  in  233;  resolution  in  senate  of 
241;  resignation  of  judge  Colquitt,  whig  nomination, 
bill  for  biennial  sessions  passed  261;  salary  of  governor 
274;  tariff  and  national  bank  275;  bill  of  quarantine  in 
288;  adjournment  of  legislature  295;  statement  310; 
congressmen  elected,  per  diem  resolution,  resumption 
of  specie  payments  in  323;  resolution  of  legislature  of 
374;  special  congressional  election  of  390 

German  confederation,  league  of  Europeans  for  mu- 
tual defence  called  369 

German  reformed  church,  number,  periodicals,  insti- 
tutions 208 


Germany,  preparations  for  war  in  337 

Girard  college  99 

Glass  woven  68 

Glentworth,  J.  B.  indicted  368;  proceedings  in  court 
on  case  of  384 

Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  population  of  128 

Goode,  Mr.  270 

Governors  salaries  273 

Graham,  Mr.  . .330 

Grand  Gulf  rail  road  company,  petition  for,  in  United 
States  senate  269 

Great  Bntain — steam  project  of  1;  gold  from  Brazil 
for  16;  express  from  Paris  to,  news  from  Egypt,  Asia 
Minor,  fluctuations  of  money  market,  harvest,  storm, 
stocks,  cotton  crops,  weather,  Ireland,  parliament  33; 
parliament  prorogued,  funds,  cotton  trade,  harvest, 
queen’s  speech  35;  number  of  Bible  societies  in,  quanti- 
ty of  opium  consumed,  amount  of  capital  of  railway 
companies,  number  of  suicides  in  London  64;  details  of 
trade  between  France  and,  trade  stocks,  public  mind, 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  tour,  O’Connell,  crops,  .flour,  harvest, 
duties,  aspect  of  the  east,  lawsuit  against  queen  of  65; 
gale  of  wind,  harvest,  lord  Brougham’s  illness,  deaths, 
excitement  in  Ireland,  Miss  O’Connell,  railroad  acci- 
dent, naval  preparations,  orders  for  stocks  to  be  return- 
ed to  U.  States,  importations,  weather,  crops,  suspense 
in  London,  failure,  treaty  of  commerce  between  France 
and,  American  securities  81;  number  of  Wesleyans  in, 
imports  of  wines  and  spirits  to  London  96;  death  of 
princess  Augusta,  fire  at  Davenport,  incendiarism,  dis- 
missal of  lieut.  Fayrer,  gen.  Hamilton,  Mediterranean 
fleet,  money,  cotton  and  corn  markets  113;  increase  of 
manufactures  in,  army  officers  129;  rates  of  postage, 
exports,  button  act,  capital  represented  by  property,  Sa- 
vings banks  144;  weather,  cotton,  money  affairs,  note  on 
eastern  affairs  by  secretary  Bulwer  145;  fires  in  London 
and  Manchester  161;  colonial  dominions  of  176;  schools 
in  Ireland  ib.-,  quarantine  regulations  178;  aspect  of 
European  affairs,  news  from  Syria,  business  stagnant, 
American  securities,  value  §£,  manufactured  goods, 
corn  markets,  weather  193;  despatch  from  lord  Palmers- 
ton to  British  ambassador  at  Constantinople  194;  siege 
of  St.  Jean  d’Arc,  independence  of  Texas  recognised, 
mediation  between  Mexico  and  Texas  195;  death  of  sir 
Andrew  Carlisle,  market,  bank,  cotton  ib.-,  stock,  tobac- 
co 196;  force  in  the  Mediterranean  209;  total  capital  re- 
presented by  property,  value  of  furniture  of,  national 
debt  240;  affairs  of  east,  money,  banks,  failures,  feeling 
towards  American  securities,  Mr.  Jaudon’s  account  of 
the  UnUeil  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  a princess,  re- 
cognition ol  Texian  independence,  257;  bank  of  Eng- 
land 271;  population  of  England  2S8;  effects  of  presi- 
dential election  on  European  affairs,  conclusion  of 
eastern  difficulties,  notes  of  discount,  American  securi- 
ties, sketch  of  attack  of  St.  Jean  d’Arc  289;  improve- 
ment of  money  market  305;  terms  of  eastern  convention 
agreed  to,  European  money  market,  destruction  of  brig 
Fairy,  imposition  on  Manchester  bank,  coal  mines 
overflowed,  abolition  excitement  321;  queen  at  Windsor 
castle,  court  in  mourning,  hail  storm,  excitement  in 
South  Wales,  Fairy,  weather,  hon.  T.  Robertson,  re- 
peal meetings,  cotton,  exchange,  consuls  337;  increase 
of  revenue  in,  panic  of  tea  dealers,  fire  at  Dunbee,  Li- 
verpool cotton  market,  express  from  Paris  353;  im- 
portant news  from  China  369;  parliament  assembled, 
opened  by  queen,  speech  of  queen,  money  market,  cot- 
ton market  401 

Greeks— receive  orders  to  leave  Turkey  or  become 
ravas  35;  Otho  a party  to  treaty  of  four  powers  145; 
settlement  of  differences  with  porte,  slave  trade  in 

337 


Henry,  lieut.  massacre  of  3S{ 

Hervey,  Mr.  death  of  416 

Hines,  Dr.  imprisoned  64;  escape  of  352 

Hobbie,  S.  R.  first  assistant  postmaster,  official  direc- 
tion of  36 

Hoffman,  Ogden,  addresses  whig  convention  at  Lone 
Island  8(5 

Holland — king  of,  opens  session  and  speaks  34;  ab- 
dication of  king  of  115;  proclamation  of  king’s  abdica 
tion,  ceremony,  deficit  of  king  of  145.  176;  inaugura- 
tion of  new  king,  amount  of  public  debt  25" 

Holleman,  Mr.  resignation  of  261 

Holt,  Hines,  elected  to  congress  from  Georgia  323 
qualified  3S( 

Hopkins,  Mr.  311 

Honduras,  sickness  at 

House  of  representatives  of  the  United  States 
Hoyt,  Mr.  arrest  by 
Hubbard,  Mr. 

Hunt’s  Merchant’s  Magazine 
Hunt,  Mr.  269.  36' 

Hunter,  R.  M.  speaker  of  house  of  representative 
236,281,  284,  286,  301,  313,  332,  334,  35 
Huntingdon,  Mr.  235,  33 

Hurricane  35: 


H. 


Haight,  judge,  death  of  320;  resolution  on  contingent 
expenses  of  funeral  of  330 

Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  census  of  192 

Hanson,  lieut.  fired  upon  by  Indians  51 

Hanover,  treaty  of,  with  United  States  321 

Harbors — condition  of,  on  lakes  63;  orders  on,  in 
Great  Britain  208;  resolution  relative  to,  in  United  States 
congress  269 

Hard  money,  facts  respecting  240 


tucky  56 

Harney,  col.  particulars  of  expedition  of  308,  322 
Harrison,  gen. — speech  on  abolition  42;  at  Sydney, 
Urbanna  and  Dayton,  Ohio,  56;  speech  at  Dayton  70; 
speaks  at  Chillicothe  and  Somerset  89;  letter  relative  to 
death  of  mother  of  wife  of  135;  sentiments  of,  on  duel- 
ling 153;  escape  from  danger  176;  health,  age  224;  de- 
parture from  Ohio,  at  Wheeling  355;  Pittsburg  356;  in- 
auguralsuitof  clothes  for  368;  journey,  salutations,  &c. 
371;  report  of  joint  committee  on  election  of  393;  resolu- 
tion in  congress  to  notify  him  of  election  to  presidency 
395;  visit  to  Richmond  402;  household  of  400 

Pla.rison,  Mrs.  character  pourtrayed  363 

Harrisburg,  number  of  newspapers  in  336;  military 
convention  at  339 

Harvey,  sir  John,  ordered  to  command  in  Syria  320; 
letter  to  governor  of  Maine  from  321 ; extract  from  speech 
of  356 

Hatching  eggs  192 

Hautville.  D’,  case  of  243 

Havana  Savinas  bank  355 

Hayii,  letter  from  pope  to  president  of  49 

Haywood,  R.  W.  adjutant  general  of  N.  Carolina  88 
Henagan,  gov.  of  South  Carolina,  extract  from  speech 
of  .218 

Henderson  Mr.  280,  307,  316 

Henrico  county,  Va.  population  of  128 

Henry,  Mr.  282 
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Ice 

Illinois — election  returns  of  21;  aggregate  vote  3'. 
letter  from  citizens  of,  to  the  president  40;  account  c 
Mormons  in,  strength  of  parliesin,  list  of  members  of  le 
gislature  in  57;  decision  concerning  bonds  of  96:  Stat 
bank  of  134;  returns  196;  electoral  ticket,  legislature  e 
convened.  State  bank,  census  of  Morgan  county  ir 
prairies  of  219;  resolution  of  legislature  relative  to  publi 
works  in,  banks  in  261;  bill  for  reduction  of  prices  c 
lands  2S2;  resolution  relative  to  removing  seat  of  gc 
vernment  296;  relative  to  state  debt  297;  decision  o 
aliens  304;  products,  census  323;  request  by  joint  rest 
lution  of  legislature  331;  resumption,  Cairo  342;  bill  t 
remonstrance  against  repeal  of  sub-treasury,  produe 
tions  ot  1841  in  360;  public  meeting  on  debt  of  375;  pe 
tition  from  general  assembly  of,  for  appropriations  Ic 
marine  hospital  379;  decision  on  alien  votes,  land  title; 
canal  390;  inquiry  of,  relative  to  property  in  slaves  40 
Imports — 49,  50;  from  Cuba  67;  wines  and  spirits  t 
London  96;  gold  and  silver  coin  128:  sperm  and  whal 
oil,  shoes  131;  extract  of  report  on,  of  silks  178;ofliquc 
to  United  States  224;  petition  for  duties  on  the.  of  pin 
255:  table  of  whole  amount  of,  from  1790  to  1840,  or  5 
years  50 

Imprisonment  for  debt-— discussed  in  New  Haiiq 
shi  e 260;  bill  to  relinquish  2S4;  bill  to  abolish,  reporte 
319;  copy  of  act  for,  in  New  Hampshire  33 

Inauguration  of  governor  and  lieut.  governor  of  Ker 
tucky  3 

Indemnity,  Napoleon,  and  rate  thereof  1 

Independent  treasury,  gov.  Page  on  24 

India,  East — American  consul  arrives  at  Singapore 
state  of  the  military  of,  effects  of  rain  in  Calcutta  6’ 
victory  gained  by  Dost  Mahomed  306;  Cabool  war  tei 
minated,  plunder,  death  of  Kurrack  Singh  35 

Indiana — election  returns  of  20;  table  of,  for  1836  an 
1840  21;  inland  navigation  183;  official  election  retun 
234;  vote  of,  for  presidential  electors  in  full  243;  bill  pi 
titioning  aid  for  canals  in  252;  legislature  convened,  sa 
works  established  in,  in  United  States  senate  269;  rest 
lution  of  inquiry  relative  to  lands  281;  message  of  gi 
venor  of  296;  bill  to  confirm  lands  to  298,  301;  bill  ri 
ported  to  regulate  land  office  in  316;  bill  to  confin 
lands  to 31 9;  resolution  of,  to  alter  the  constitution  of  th 
United  States  323;  land  office  bill  engrossed  331;  legi: 
lative  vote  on  elections,  state  bonds  342;  petitions  on  n 
cognizing  the  independence  of  Hayti  319;  apporliot 
ment  of  representatives  in  360;  resolution  in  favor  c 
national  bank  by  366;  bill  on  sale  of  real  and  person; 
property  passed  in  375;  petitions  of  citizens  in,  in  behu 
of  bankrupt  law  379;  public  works  suspended  in,  cap 
tal  punishment  abolished  in  390;  memorial  of  citizens  i 
for  bankruptcy  law,  bill  reported  to  confirm  titles  to  ce 
tain  lands  in  294;  resolution  of  general  assembly  o 
relative  to  proceeds  of  public  land  sales,  pre-emptio 
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Harlan,  James,  appointed  secretary  of  state  of  Kemf  and  taxation  407;  bill  considered  in  house  of  represet 


tatives  relative  to  land  for  canal  passed  and  sent  to  si 
nate,  eastern  boundary  41 

Indian  Key,  butchery  at  3;  further  particulars  cot 

cerning  2 

India  rubber,  thread  of  . 20 

Indians — war  of  2;  Pottawatamies  movement  1' 

butchery  at  Indian  Key  3;  further  particulars  concert 
ing  21 ; skirmish  16;  emigration  ot  Pottawatamies,  a 
fairs  in  Florida  50;  fire  upon  scouting  party,  skirmis 
near  fort  Mitchell  6S;  emigration  of  85;  burn  Mr.  Do 
sey’s  house,  capture  of  four,  captain  Beall,  fight  wit 
lieut.  Hanson  85;  butchering  in  Georgia  88;  reluctanc 
of  Pottawatamies  to  emigrate  14S;  depredations  in  Fit 
rida,  Seminole  delegation  178;  affairs  of,  see  message  r 
gov.  of  Iowa  220;  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on,  of  hous 
of  reps,  on  250,  253;  items  relative  to  259;  message  frot 
president  to  senate  on  affairs  of  269;  resolution  to  ai 
certain  Kickapoos  ib.-,  bill  for  relief  of  certain  Cherokt 
warriors  280;  Tiger  Tail,  murders  297.;  inquiry  into  fu 
filment  of  Chocktaw  treaty  300;  bones  of  Black  Haw 
304;  treaty  ib  ; consideration  of  treaty  with  Senecas  30( 
murder  of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  lieut.  Sherwood  and  so 
diers  307;  resolution  relative  to  boundary  line  for  3 1 f 
coming  in  of  the,  of  Florida  339;  inquiry  relative  to  Sc 
neca  treaty  349,  356;  proceedings  of  360;  capture  o 
surrender  of  373-4;  petition  from  Buffalo  Presbytery  re 
specting  Seneca  treaty  394;  letters  relative  to  the  Florid 
395-6;  resolutions  relative  to  removal  of  Seminole: 


INDEX. 

amendments  proposed,  bill  reported,  passed,  sent  to  the  I Land  patents,  bill  introduced  in  house  of  reprcscnta- 
senate  396;  bill  in  senate  to  appoint  commissioners  with  five  to  confirm  . 412 

Choctaws 


406 

Indian  department,  bill  of  appropriations  for  282 

Ingersoll,  C.  J. — inquiries  in  house  of  representatives 
relative  to  certain  payments  to  270;  memorial  of,  reso- 
lution relative  to  admitting  to  bar  of  house  302;  passed, 
address  of  303,  317,  333;  per  diem  proceedings  333 

Insolvent  debtors,  see  report  on  250 

Insane,  hospital  for,  recommended  242 

Inspection  of  flour  288 

Instalment,  leave  for  bill  to  provide  for  fourth  397 
Institute,  national  58 

Insurance,  capital  in  Massachusetts  86;  abstract  of 

336 

Insurrection  88,  176 

Intercourse  by  letters  400 

Invention  68,  144,  384 

Iowa — land  sales  in,  at  Dubuque  2;  nomination  for 
governor  and  congressional  delegate  21;  census  of  1840, 
health,  crops  40;  governor’s  message,  Indian  affairs  in, 
depot  of  arms,  form  of  government,  finances,  debts, 
appropriations,  &c.  220;  legislative  council  ask  grants  of 
and  for  various  purposes  378;  bill  in  United  States  se- 
late  engrossed,  granting  right  of  pre-emption  to  tract 
af  land  in,  also  bill  marking  northern  boundary  line  of 

407 

Iron,  price,  trade  80;  advance  of  prices  in  128;  shaft 
160.-  trade  176,  352;  consumption  of  357;  war  steamers 

384 

Italy  337 

J. 

Jackson,  gen. — letter  to  editor  of  Nashville  Union  10, 
!1;  receives  visit  from  500  friends,  visit  to  Nashville  39; 
etter  to  editor  of  Gallatin  Union,  relative  to  gov.  Polk 

42 

Jackson,  Mr.  E.  invents  excavating  machine  144 

Jaffrey,  R.  letter  from  284 

Jamaica,  emigrants  to  224 

James,  Mr.  of  Pa.  offers  to  present  anti-slavery  peti- 
ion  282 

Jaudon,  Mr.  return  to  England  80 

Jeffers,  indictment  of  132 

Jemison,  Mary,  life  of  197 

Jews — meetings  in  behalf  of  32;  charge  against  in- 

estigated  and  disproved  64;  movements  of  continental 

321 

Johnson,  Cave,  of  Tennessee  236 

Jphnson,  col.  R.  M. — speech  of  7;  letter  of  8;  address 

3 citizens  of  Ohio  by  21;  contemplated  visit  of,  to  Michi- 
an,  correspondence  referring  to  41;  reception  in  Ohio 
8;  reception  in  West  Tennessee,  speech  154;  in  U.  S. 
enate  252,269,  280,  284,  315,  330-1-2,  347,  378,  379, 

406 

Johnson,  Wm.  Cost,  of  Maryland — address  by,  to 
'hig  conventions  at  Lancaster  and  Hagerstown  55; 
peech  on  rejection  of  abolition  petitions  166;  continued 
83,  270;  lunatic  bill,  bank  bill  281;  on  anti-slavery  pe- 
tions  282;  lunatic  bill  317;  point  or  order  351;  explana- 
on  366,  394 

Jones,  Mr.  318-19,  334-5 

Jones,  Mr.  of  Virginia  254,  282-3,  333 

Jones,  capt.  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  sword  delivered  to 

307 

Jones,  gen.  Roger,  sword  delivered  to  307 

Journal  of  house  of  representatives,  omissions  and 
mendments  of  253 

Judges,  resolution  to  limit  tenure  of,  of  federal  courts 
f United  States  250 

Judicial,  salaries  304;  proceedings  400 

Judiciary,  committee  of  United  States  senate  on  250, 

253,  331 

Juniata  county,  Pa.  population  of  208 

Justices  318 

K. 

Karnes,  col.  death  of  96 

Kamschatka  steam  frigate  213 

Kearney,  col.  movement  of  85 

Kent,  Mr.  elected  governor  of  Maine  322 

Kentucky — election  returns  of  2,  3;  decease  of  capt. 
owler  32;  secretary  of  state  appointed  to  56;  resigna- 
on  of  Mr.  Gaither,  camp  Woodford,  correspondence 
33;  manufactures  in  160;  official  election  returns  200; 
ongressional  election,  condition  of  banks  in,  salary  of 
ovet  nor  of  274;  senator  elected  275;  vote  of,  on  slave 
ill  323;  penitentiary  342;  legislative  resolutions  in  favor 
f distribution  of  public  lands,  bankrupt  law  348;  vote 
n institute  for  blind  360;  report  and  resolution  on  Vir- 
nia  and  New  York  controversy  374;  finances,  educa- 
on  375;  memorial  from,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law  279; 
reamble  and  resolutions  of  legislature  of,  in  favor  of  U. 
tates  bank  381;  United  States  senator  elected,  taxation 
scommended  404 

Kerr,  John  Leeds,  elected  senator  288;  accepts  ap- 
ointment  289;  number  of  votes  for,  in  United  States 
mate  330 

King,  Mr.  249,  252,  269,  331 

King,  Dr.  relative  to  report  from,  agent  of  lead  mines 

348 

King,  Wm.  R.  credentials  presented  in  United  States 
mate  393 

Krehmer,  Mr.  returns  to  Russia  83 

Kyaminsing  timber  48 


L. 

Laffrage,  madam,  trial  of 
Lakes,  depth  of,  in  winter 
Lake  Erie  harbors 
Lancaster,  Pa.  population  of 


144 

224 

208 

16 


412 

Land  sales  192 

La'.vrence,  Abbot,  resignation  of  51 

Lawrence,  Amos,  donation  to  Bunker’s  Hill  associa- 
tion 144 

Law  of  newspapers  208 

Lead,  trade  of,  in  Philadelphia  16;  receipts  of,  in  St. 

Louis  144;  exports  272;  exports  of,  from  Galena  400 

Leather,  value  of,  in  two  states  128,  352 

Leet,  Mr.  of  Pa.  announces  death  ofW.  S.  Ramsey 

154 

Legare,  Hugh  L.  addresses  convention  at  Auburn 

98 

Letter — from  Mehemit  Ali  to  porte  66;  from  Mr. 
Cushmg  relative  to  northeast  boundary  report  83;  from 
Mr.  Van  Buren  declining  invitation  to  Poughkepsie 
convention  89;  from  M.  II.  Barton  90;  Mr.  Woodbu- 
ry’s 102;  Van  Buren  on  general  bankrupt  law  122;  from 
J.  R.  Poinsett  to  citizens  of  Charleston  124;  John,  bishop 
of  Charleston,  R.  Barclay  126;  Benjamin  F.  Thomp- 
son, gov.  Seward,  Mrs.  Adams  136;  from  gov.  Polk  on 
abolition  156;  J.  Q.  Adams  175;  announcing  arrival  of 
Seminole  delegation  178;  from  gen.  Armistead  to  se- 
cretary of  war  197;  on  resumption  in  Pennsylvania  215, 
216;  from  gen.  Armistead  22S;  John  C.  Rives  299;  gen. 
Armistead  307;  judge  Marvin  308;  Mr.  Benton  310;  sir 
John  Harvey  321;  post  master  general  332;  gen.  Armi- 
stead 381;  James  Alden,  U.  S.  navy  387;  W.  K.  Armi- 
stead 395;  Charles  McCormick  396;  Messrs.  Fox  and 
Forsyth  402;  D.  Webster  408 

Levant,  accounts  from  62 

Levis,  absconding  cashier  64,256 

Liability  of  tenants  352 

Libel  suit,  see  Pennsylvania  359 

Liberia,  population,  territory,  government,  agricul- 
ture, printing  presses,  churches,  Sabbath  schools  112; 
prosperity  of  241,  352 

Life  boats  368 

Library,  committee  on,  in  congress  269;  volumes  in 
the,  of  Salem  272;  resolution  for  settlement  of  claims 

332 

Light  houses,  new,  in  France  211;  petition  for  347; 
authorising  erection  of  406 

Lincoln,  Mr.  253,  255,  281,  381 

Linn,  Mr.  252,  315,  331,  348-49 

List  of  votes  for  president  and  vice  president  of  Uni- 
ted States  395 

Liqours,  imported  from  1834  to  1839  50;  quantity  im- 
ported to  United  States  80 

Livermore,  Harriet  207 

Livingston,  Edward,  defence  of,  by  general  Jack- 
son  22 

Loans  20,  320 

Lockport,  disturbance  at  384 

Log  cabin  state  208 

Longevity  96, 204,  288,  400 

London,  population  of  128;  fire  in  161;  number  of  in- 
habitants, &c.  336 

Louisiana — whig  convention  called  in  20;  election  re- 
sults, avalanche, health,  insurrection, fire  39, 88;  law  case 
55;  fire  56;  imprisonment  of  Dr.  Hines  64;  order  of  go- 
vernor for  special  election  in,  banks  of  New  Orleans, 
judge  Lynch  88;  whig  convention,  trade  101;  conven- 
tion of  both  parties  in  119;  Rice  Garland,  Van  Buren 
convention,  penitentiary,  cession  of  territory,  land  slide 
133;  commerce  of  New  Orleans  166;  election  returns 
177,  200;  banks,  Mr.  Bascomb,  postmaster  at  New  Or- 
leans 219;  salary  of  governor  273;  official  election  re- 
turns 276;  legislature  convened  323;  governor’s  mes- 
sage 341;  resolution  on  bankrupt  law  by  legislature  of 
360,  378;  petitions  for  appropriations  for  buoys,  relative 
to  naturalization  law  404;  bill  authorising  sale  of  land 
for  schools  in  394 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  manufactures  of  160;  fire  a1 

224 

Lunatic  asylum,  bill  to  provide  for  in  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, passed  house  of  representatives  318;  report  of, 
of  New  York,  relative  to,  in  Pennsylvania  359 

Lynch,  judge  • 88 

Lyching  304 

M. 

Macedonia,  vessel,  character  of  213 

Magnetic  attraction  336 

Mails — complaints  against  64;  failure  of,  in  South  Ca- 
rolina 133;  resolutions  respecting,  rejected  194;  items 
304;  robberies  2,  IS,  320 

Maine—  candidates  for  gov.  and  congressin  2;  accident 
19;  table  of  elections  in  1838  and  1839,  result  of  election, 
in  1840  38;  election  returns  from  48,  51 , 86, 98, 115;  lea- 
ther manufactured  in  128;  popular  vote  131;  congression- 
al elections,  adjournment  of  legislature,  3 commission- 
ers to  revise  laws,  vote  of  thanks,  votes  for  congress  149; 
election  returns  177;  close  vote  in  176;  official  returns 
198;  vote  of  state  214;  bill  to  provide  for  settlement  of 
militia  claim  of  255;  census  259;  congressional  election 
291;  vote  for  congressmen,  governor  308;  letter  from  sir 
John  Harvey  to  governor  of  321;  report  of  committee  on 
governor’s  election,  legislative  proceedings,  Mr.  Kent 
elected,  contested  election  rumored,  allusion  in  gover- 
nor’s message  to  northeastern  boundary  question  322; 
election  in  Oxford  district,  finances,  cause  of  state  debt 
339;  United  States  senator  elected,  abstract  of  bank  re- 
turns 358;  legislature  assembled,  governor  declared,  U. 
States  senator,  finances,  northeastern  boundary,  revi- 
sed code  finished  387;  resolutions  of  state  of,  relative  to 
British  invasion  403;  joint  resolution  of,  relative  to  cur- 
rency, repeal  of  sub-treasury  law,  establishment  of  na- 
tional bank,  tariff  revision  presented  to  United  States 
senate  407:  ship  building  in  416 


XI 

Majority,  report  of,  on  New  Jersey  contested  election 
case  e0 

Malek  Adiiel 

Mallory,  Mr.  of  Va.  349 

Mangum,  Mr.  235,  249 

Manufactures,  128;  of  Louisville  160;  bill  for  faithful 
execution  of  la  ws  relative  to  duties  on  397 

Maple  sugar  368 

Maps,  resolution  adopted  in  United  States  senate  for 
certain  406;  in  house  of  representatives,  bill  for  a,  of 
northwest  territory  397 

Marriage,  committee  on  224 

Martyrdom  353 

^ Maryland— fugitives  from,  taking  veil,  death  of  Wm. 
McMahon,  Van  Buren  nomination  of  Baltimore  coun- 
ty, lime  of  holding  state  elections  in  48;  election  returns 
of  87;  tobacco  crop  96;  election  returns  99,  100;  time  of 
holding  elections  in,  Baltimore  city  elections  118;  resig- 
nation, appointment,  indictment,  death  of  J.  S.  Spence 
132;  population  of  Allegany  and  Montgomery  counties 
and  Baltimore  city  160;  official  returns  of  electoral 
ticket  in,  list  of  members  of  the  legislature  and  terms  of 
service  181;  census  of  Annapolis  and  table  of  electoral 
TOtes  in  199;  meeting  of  electoral  college,  census  of 
Queen’s  Anne’s  county  217;  salary  of  governor  of  273; 
United  States  senator  elected  288;  message  of  governor 
of  291;  abstract  of  penitentiary  report  293;  population 
of  each  county  in  294;  vote  for  United  States  senator 
310;  table  of  census  340;  statistics  341;  resumption  368; 
resolution  in  congress  relative  to  surrender  of  United 
States  stock  in  canal  to  379;  statistics  388-9,  390;  census 
and  commercial  position  of  403 

Massachusetts — cars  in,  buildings  of  Boston  19;  fair  to 
aid  in  erection  of  Bunker’s  Hill  monument,  contribu- 
tions thereto,  whig  candidates  for  congress  in  38;  Bun- 
ker Hill  convention  43;  time  of  holding  state  elections 
in  48;  census  of  Salem,  Bunker  Hill  fair,  resignation  of 
Abbot  Lawrence  51;  special  election,  candidates,  rail 
roads,  insurance,  capital  of,  population,  statistics  86; 
thanksgivings  day,  nomination  of  Lincoln  98;  census  of 
Gloucester,  value  of  leather  manufactured  in  128;  luna- 
tic asylum  131;  farm  of  house  of  industry  in,  combina- 
nation  of  coal  dealers  132;  state  and  city  electoral  vote, 
population  of  Boston,  state  census  179;  census  of  Wor- 
cester 192;  official  election  returns,  schools  of  214;  cen- 
sus 258;  municipal  election  in  260;  legislature  convened, 
election  for  members  of  congress  308;  governor’s  mes- 
sage 342;  message  on  northeastern  boundary  question, 
finances  358;  amalgamation  marriage  bill,  Charleston 
convent  indemnity,  trade,  sugar  359,  384;  nomination  of 
Rufus  Choate  to  succeed  Mr.  Webster,  indemnity 
postponed  403 

Massacre  386 

Mason,  Mr.  300 

Mathew,  father,  of  Ireland,  labors  of 
McClennan,  Mr.  283 

McCormick,  Charles,  M.  assist,  surgeon  of  U.  S.  ar- 
my, letter  from  396 

McConachy,  death  warrant  of,  signed  96 

McKenzie,  address  of,  to  Canadians  16 

McKnight,  Wm.  letter  from,  on  imports  and  exports 

372 

McLean,  Cornelius,  secretary  of  state  of  Md.,  resig- 
nation of  132 

McLeod — arrested  96;  examination,  judgment  288; 
case  304.  368;  bailed,  proceedings  growing  out  of  384; 
Mr.  Pickens’  report  394;  indicted  400 

McQueen,  arrest  of  272 

McRoberts,  Samuel,  credentials  of  315 

Mechanics  institute,  report  of  proceedings  of  101 
Mechanical  genius  144 

Medill,  Mr.  270 

Mediteiranean,  list  of  British  fleet  in  the  113;  rein- 
forcement 114;  naval  forces  of  European  powers  on 

209 

Meetings  in  behalf  of  Jews  32 

Mehemit  Ali,  see  Egypt  1 14 

Memorial  from  board  of  United  States  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania 406 

Mercedes,  romance  by  Cooper  224 

Mercer,  gen.  remains  of  192;  monument  207;  burial 
of  his  remains  222;  sword  worn  by  368 

Merrick,  Mr.  announces  death  of  J.  S.  Spence  235, 
250,  253,  280,  297,  330  31,  347 
Message — ofgovernor  of  Vermont  1 15;  governor  of 
New  Jersey  149;  extract  from  the,  of  governor  of  Ala- 
bama 182;  extract  from  Henegan’s  218;  of  governor  of 
Iowa  220;  V.  Buren’s  on  pension  fund  228;  of  governor 
of  Virginia  230-1-2-3;  extract  from,  of  gov.  Bagby  on  do- 
mestic slavery  233;  annual  from  Van  Buren  to  U.  S. 
congress  236-7-8  9;  of  gov.  Page  of  N.  Hampshire  242; 
ofgov.Grason,  of  Md.  291-2-3;  from  gov.  of  Indiana  296; 
governor  of  Missouri  297;  extract  from  gov.  Kent’s  322; 
of  governor  of  New  York  323-4-5-6-7-8-9,  330;  synop- 
sis of  governor  of  Louisiana  341;  of  governors  of  Michi- 
gan and  Massachusetts  342-3-4;  of  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania 344-5  6-7;  of  governor  of  Massachusetts  on 
boundary  358 

Metals,  alloy  of  176 

Meteors,  144;  opinions  of  scientific  men  on  286;  ta- 
bles of  287 

Meteorological  register,  hourly  383 

Methodists — conference  of,  in  England  SO;  number 
of  members  of  in  Great  Britain  96;  annual  conference 
of,  in  Missouri  102;  bishop  of,  in  Canada  128;  number 
of,  in  Canada  144;  number  of,  in  Michigan  176;  cente- 
nary fund  192;  annual  conference  of  Arkansas  219; 
conference  of,  in  Virginia  336 

Mexico — progress  of  treaty  between,  and  United  States 
97;  capitulation  of  revolutionists,  recapture  of  tobacco 
17;  specie  from,  political  aspect  35;  money  to  Vera 


INDEX. 


xit 


Cruz,  revolt  compromised,  president  Bustamente’s re- 
quest, Tampico,  public  opinion  at  condition  of  society 
in,  mummies  67;  government,  Arista,  Indians,  lexian 
squadron,  sickness  83;  inland  trade  130;  Corpus  Christi 
captured,  American  consul’s  investigation,  importations 
of  258;  treaty,  battle  225;  loan  authorised  256;  trade  of 
United  Slates  with  306;  tornado  355;  stipulation  of  con- 
vention of,  amount  of  customs  and  warrants  sent  out, 
debt  of  369 

Mexican  dollars  . . 41t) 

Michigan— whig  conventional;  time  ot  holding  state 
election&in  48;  candidates  for  congress  58;  number  of 
Methodists  176;  estimate  of  vote  for  president  177;  legis- 
lature of,  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer  in  201;  table 
of  vote  220;  census  224;  census  and  comparative  state- 
ment of  years  1810,  >20,  ’30,  ’40  256;  bills  in  U.  States 
in  behalf  of  250;  relative  to  public  lands  in  269;  salary  of 
governor  of  274;  official  election  returns  of  276;  bill  for 
extinction  of  Indian  titles  to  land  280;  bill  for  adjustment 
of  titles  in  280;  census  336;  governor’s  message  342; 
citizens  of,  petition  bankruptlaw  347;  memorial  of,  in  fa- 
vor of  bankrupt  law  366;  resolution  of  legislature  of,  in 
behalf  of  lake  harbors  378;  resolution  of  citizens  of,  in 
favor  of  bankrupt  law  379;  works  on  St.  Joseph’s  river 
in,  resolutions  in  favor  of  protective  tariff 390;  memorial 
from,  for  adoption  of  bankruptcy  system  394;  resolution 
of  legislature  of,  relative  to  boundary  law  394 

Michilimacinac,  first  settlement  of  240 

Mileage,  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on 

Miller,  Jacob,  elected  to  U.  States  senate  from  New 
Jersey  403 

Milling  240 

Millionaire  _ 460 

Militia  bill — correspondence  relative  to  6;  United 

States  senate  committee  on  250;  committee  of  house  of 
representatives  on  253,  336;  abstract  of  the,  of  United 
States  _ 35S 

Military  academy — cadets  admitted  131;  amendment 
in  house  of  representatives  to  bill  for  appropriations  for 
181;  bill  for  appropriations  for  at  West  Point  398;  regu- 
lations relative  to  admission  in  357 

Military  roads,  bill  reported  to  make  certain  406 

Military  enlistment  of  boys,  bill  reported  in  house  of 
representatives  for  ' 397 

Miners,  bill  to  organize  company  267 

Minority,  report  of,  concerning  New  Jersey  election 

73 

Mint,  350;  report  of  373;  statement  of  results  of,  in  U. 
States  senate  393 

Missionaries  240,  336,  352,  400 

Mississippi — death  of  col.  Hinds  in,  rise  of  river  32; 
time  of  holding  state  elections  in  48;  election  returns 
77;  times  in,  price  of  land  19;  resignation  of  John  Jen- 
kins 235;  official  returns  for  electors  261;  salary  of  go- 
vernor 274;  resolution  relative  to  district  judges  of  280; 
posture  of  legislature  in  341;  business  of  St.  Louis  342; 
memorial  of  citizens  of,  for  bankruptcy  394;  law  passed 
in,  exempting  real  estate  of  debtors  from  execution,  re- 
solution adopted  for  land  district,  law  passed  relative  to 
bale  rope,  &c.  404 

Missouri — returns  from  21;  trial  for  manslaughter  58; 
increase  of  population  in,  Darnes,  sub-treasury  opera- 
tions, political  meetings  89;  Methodist  annual  confer- 
ence in,  trading  company,  Darnes’  trial  102;  sentence 
of  Darnes  134;  election  returns  of  151;  result  of  election 
77;  census  and  statistics  of  St.  Louis  countv  200;  legis- 
lature convened, Episcopal  convention, decision  on  Mul- 
lanpliy  estate,  census  of  Clay  and  Girardeau  counties, 
revolutionary  pensioners  220;  banks  261;  abstract  of 
gov.  message  297;  communication  from  on  boundary 
question  298;  act  and  letter  transmitted  from  governor 
of,  to  congress  302;  legislative  politics  and  its  effects  in 
360;  “improvident  act”  of  371;  petition  from  citizens  of, 
asking  repeal  of  naturalization  law  394;  resolution  of  le- 
gislature of,  on  New  York  and  Virginia  controversy 

404 

Missourian  skeleton  _ _ 336 

Mobile,  suit  and  judgment  in  88;  election  in  112; 
population  128;  buildings  in  _ 133 

Mode  of  electing  president  of  U nited  States  67 
Money  market  128, 192 

Montgomery  county,  Md.  population  of  160 

Montholon,  count,  testimony  of,  in  case  of  Louis  Na- 
poleon 114;  reception  of  sentence  by  145 

Monument,  to  gen.  Mercer  207;  proposition  to  erect 
272;  bill  in  senate  relative  to  298 

Morehead,  J.  T.  elected  United  States  senator  from 
Kentucky  . 401 

Morgan,  capt.  C.  W.  sword  delivered  to  307 

Morgan,  Mr.  269,281-2 

Mormons,  144;  conference  192;  governor  of  Illinios 

on  297;  legal  testimony  respecting  394 

Moore,  John,  of  Louisiana  in  house  of  representatives 

269 

Morris,  Robert  H.  recorder  of  New  York,  removed 

416 

Mortar  176 

Munroe,  Mr.  _ 301 

Murray,  J.  of  Maryland,  appointed  secretary  of  state 

132 

Musical  festival,  product  of  128 


N. 


Napier,  commodore,  arrival  at  Beyrout,  letter  to  Eng- 
lish consul  at  Beyrout,  demands  resisted,  reprisals  66; 
rumors  of  144 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  whig  convention  at  8;  census 

48,  64 

Natchez,  bill  for  relief  ofsufferersin  250;  unfavorable 
report  on  315 


National  armory,  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  resolution 
of  inquiry  into  expediency  of  282 

National  galleries  of  manufa  ’res  169 

National  institute,  for  promo  of  science  58;  leave 
asked  for  use  of  hall  of  house  ftro-  270 

National  vessels,  communica,.jns  on  212 

Naturalization,  case  on  in  court  228;  bill  to  establish 
uniform  rule  of  254;  petitions  of  Missourians  for  repeal 
of  law  of  394;  resolution  adopted  in  Louisiana  relative 
t0  404 

Navigation,  annual  statement  of  commerce  and  37 
Naval  affairs — Home  squadron,  sec.  Paulding,  com. 
Morris,  com.  Wadsworth,  com.  Warrington,  com. 
Crane,  capt.  Gregory  2;  Macedonian,  Erie,  Flirt,  lieut. 
McLaughlin  38;  the  sloop  of  war  Preble,  commander 
Breeze,  United  States  ship  Warren  struck  by  lightning 
51;  Macedonian,  Erie  69;  Macedonian  85;  U.  S.  trans- 
port Solon,  naval  apprentice  system,  officers  who  ac- 
company troops  to  Florida  86;  com.  Warrington,  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Levant,  Joseph  Smoot,  the  Delaware,  capt. 
Stringham98;  Macedonian,  Concord,  capt.  Shubrick, 
commodore  Warrington,  C.  K.  Stribling,  lieutenant 
Saunders,  commodore  Sloat,  the  Preble  131;  the  North 
Carolina,  the  war  steamer  179;  United  States  brig 
Concord,  survey  by,  communication  on  national  ves- 
sels, Yorktown  sloop  of  war,  commander  Aulick  212; 
Relief  sailed  for  Pacific  228;  commander  Vorheese 
ordered  to  the  Preble,  Columbus,  Independence  242; 
the  Macedonian,  captain  Wilkinson  at  Pensacola,  the 
Consort,  commander  Powell,  the  Missouri  launched 

308 

East  India  squadron,  Constellation,  Independence, 
Concord,  Boston,  commodore  Warrington  2;  commo- 
dore Downes  51,  131;  United  States  sloop  of  war  Bos- 
ton sails  for,  under  commodore  Long  179;  the  Boston 
to  join  the  Constellation,  officers  of  the  Constellation 

1<?8 

Mediterranean  squadron,  United  States  ship  Cyane 
51;  United  States  ship  Ohio  69;  the  Brandywine  131; 
the  ship  Ohio  off  Symrna,  United  States  corvette  Ca- 
yenel97;  Columbus  ship,  com.  Morris  242;  the  Cyane 
at  Toulon,  list  of  officers  of  322 

West  India  squadron,  commodore  Shubrick,  ship 
Macedonian,  sloop  Levant  51;  captain  Borceum,  sloop 
Concord,  crew  of  Erie  85;  sloop  Concord,  capt.  Boo- 
rum,  mail  packet  Hayne,  capture  by  the  Otsego  98; 
Macedonian  gone  to  sea  197 

South  American  squadron,  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution 
85;  Constitution  and  Boxer  98;  Concord  for  164;  arrival 
of  the  Enterprise  from  Pernambuco  198;  Constitution, 
com.  Claxton,  Shark,  capt.  Bigelow,  entertainment,  U. 
States  brig  Enterprise,  Malek  Adhel  212;  the  sloop  of 
war  Decatur  to  sail  for  Rio  242;  sloop  Concord,  fri- 
gate Constitution,  sloop  Shark,  St.  Louis  308;  United 
States  frigate  Potomac,  sloop  of  war  Decatur,  captain 
Ogden  386 

"Pacific  squadron,  store  ship  Relief  to  sail  for  164; 
Relief  sailed,  lieutenant  Nicholson,  list  of  officers, 
sloops  of  war  Yorktown  and  Dale,  commanders  Au- 
lick and  Gauntt  228;  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Yorktown 

242 

Exploring  expedition,  arrival  of,  at  Sandwich  Is- 
lands, extract  of  letter  from  Vincennes,  Honolulu  pa- 
pers, the  Porpoise,  officers  of  ship  Vincennes,  Peacock 
and  Porpoise  and  the  tender  Flying  Fish,  and  the 
scientific  corps  on  board,  account  of  massacre  of  offi- 
cers of  386 

Naval  appointments  273,  322 

Naval  court  martial  51,  197,  308 

Navy,  deaths  in  273 

Naval  promotions  273,  322,  402 

Naval  orders  2, 38,  68, 273 

Navy  pension  fund — bill  to  regulate  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  pursers  postponed  280;  new  provisions  for. 
&c.  ib.;  committee  of  whole  on  285;  reconsideration  of 
vote  236;  refusal  to  reconsider  299;  debate  on  311-12-13 
14;  bill  passed  315 

Naylor,  Mr.  319,  332-3 

Negro  testimony,  Botts,  J.  M.  on  Van  Buren’s  ad- 
mission-of  241 

Nelson,  major  T.  M.  sword  delivered  to  307 

Netherlands,  population  of  240;  age  of  prince  of 

Orange  _ 241 

Nevins,  J.  S.  petition  of,  for  services  280 

Newark,  whig  meeting  at  20;  population  of  80 

Newcomb,  C.  G.  trial  of  112 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  population  of  128 

New  England  states,  table  of  elections  for  president 

226 

New  Foundland,  time  of  legislative  meeting  in  162 
New  Hampshire — delay  of  law  38;  election  returns 
164;  legislature  convened,  abstract  of  governor  Page’s 
message  198;  population  of 208;  time  of  election  in,  num- 
ber of  newspapers  in  214;  United  States  senator  223;  go- 
vernor’s message  242;  committee  appointed  to  revise 
laws  of,  imprisonment  for  debt  discussed  260;  census 
for  1830  and  1840,  salary  of  governor  of  274;  two  new 
counties  constituted  322;  copy  of  act  for  imprisonment 
for  debt  in  336;  state  convention  and  nomination  339; 
bill  for  military  claims  passed  United  States  senate  347; 
claim  bill  referred  351 

New  Holland,  discoveries  in  67 

New  Jersey — time  of  holding  elections  in  2;  popula- 
tion of  Paterson  16;  state  convention,  congressional 
ticket,  whig  meetings  at  Salem  and  Newark  20;  time  of 
holding  state  elections  in  48;  meetings  of  whigs  55;  re- 
port of  majority  on  contested  election  case  of  60;  election 
returns  98;  treasurer’s  annual  report,  population  of  Mid- 
dlesex countv  180;  census  of  Camden  192;  adjourn- 
ment of  legislature,  proposed  bonfires  199;  official 
election  returns  229;  legislature  convened  323;  election 


of  United  States  senator  in  403;  conventions  in  20,  55, 
86;  census  of  Johnson  county  80;  census  ol  New  Bruns- 
wick 128;  table  of  elections  in  tor  years  1838,  ’39,  '40, 
listof  members  oflegislature  117;  Princeton  college  com- 
mencement 132;  legislature  convened,  gov.  Penning- 
ton’s message  149;  election  returns  for  president  164; 
state  expenditures, school  fund  215;  resolutions  and  pro- 
ceedings in  behalf  of  certain  citizens  of  269;  vote  on 
bank  charier,  on  divorces  359;  resolution  of  Vermont  on 
exclusion  of  members  of,  from  seats  in  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 395 

New  Orleans — health,  fire  39;  fires  56;  trade  101;  po- 
pulation 144:  commerce  in  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar,  mo- 
lasses 166;  defaulting  postmaster  219;  election  ofU.  S. 
senator  341;  commerce,  real  estate  368 

Newport.  Rhode  Island,  population  of  160 

New  Shoreham,  N.  J.  population  of  80 

Newspapers — 16,  collection  of  Monsieur  Vattemere 
80;  published  in  Mexico  125;  postage  on,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain 144;  number  published  in  St.  Louis  176;  law  of 
number  208;  in  New  Hampshire  214;  number  in  Harris- 
burg 336 

New  York  city — registration  commenced  in,  police  af- 
fairs 19;  deaths  32;  education,  statistics  in  a ward  of  32; 
passengers  from  foreign  countries  to  32;  meeting  ot 
merchants  in,  favorable  to  Van  Buren  51;  assessment 
of  95;  dispute  between  corporation  of  and  Croton  wa- 
ter company,  excitement  in  132;  canvass  ot  ISO:  me- 
morial of  citizens  of,  against  bankrupt  law  378;  from 
chamber  of  commerce  of,  for  certain  provisions  in  bank- 
rupt bill,  prison  contracts  damages  for  387;  memorial 
of  citizens  of  relative  to  certain  “American  patriots,’1 
Frederick  A.  Tallmadge  appointed  recorder  4i6 
New  York  state — Van  Buren  convention,  nomination, 
amount  of  tolls  in  August,  assessment  of  King's  coun- 
ty, whig  meeting  19;  fire  at  Rochester,  meeting  of  Jews, 
appointment  by  governor  20;  time  of  holding  elections 
in,  population  of  Guilderland  32;  case  of  longevity  in 
cost  of  contemplated  rail  road,  price  given  for  Philadel 
phia  stocks, wheat  32;  censusof  Albany  38;  census  of  Al- 
bany, Troy,  Buffalo,  Rochester  39;  time  of  holding  elec 
tion  in  48;  importer  arrested  49;  political  aspect  51;  cele 
bration  of  McDonough’s  victory,  political  meetings  52 
Croton  water  works,  pardoning  power,  prison  statistics 
54;  project  of  improvement,  sale  of  the  Neptune  55: 
number  of  suicides  in  64;  meetings  at  Long  Island 
conservative  convention  at  Auburn,  steamboat  explo- 
sion, names  of  sufferers  86;  V.  Buren  merchants  meeting 
in  91:  registering  voters,  whig  nomination  98;  amount  o 
canal  tolls  112;  Genesse  valley  canal  116;  Croton  wate; 
company  117;  the  Oneidas  state  loan  132;  election  re 
turns  164;  census  165;  members  of  congress  179;  returns 
for  president,  governor,  city  election,  real  and  person 
al  property  of,  population  and  produce  of  Cyahug: 
county,  population  of  Dutchess  county  180;  packet  shi[ 
fired  upon  in  Liverpool  channel  195;  official  canvass 
for  electors,  governor,  senate,  congressmen  198;  cana 
trade  199;  Canajoharie  burnt  208;  Ne\V  York  and  Erie 
rail  road,  canal  resources,  day  of  thanksgiving  appoint 
ed  215;  electoral  college  assemble  228;  names  of  elec 
tors  229;  census  260;  packet  ships  272;  legislature  con 
vened  308;  governor’s  message  323;  criminal  statistics 
336;  subscription  for  seminary  352;  memorial  fron 
Onondaga  countyrelative  to  Seneca  Indians  37C 
Nicholas,  Mr.  U.  S.  senator  26£ 

Nicholson,  Mr.  A.  O.  P.  elected  United  States  senn 
tor  from  Tennessee  296  qualified  and  took  seat  3 1 f 
Niles,  John  M.  postmaster  general,  report  of  264;  let 
ter  from  332 

Niles,  Hezekiah,  tribute  to  the  memory  of  _ 
Noah,  Mr.  331 

Norfolk,  Va.  population  of  3i 

Normal  schools  in  France  9C 

Northeastern  boundary — American  commissioners 
survey  of  1;  British  commissioners  survey  1;  report  o 
British  commissioners  on  25;  extract  from  New  Yorl 
Courier  & Inquirer  on  27-8-9,  30-1;  Mr.  Cushing’s  let 
ter  relative  to  British  commissioners  report  on  83;  sur 
veyors.  col.  Talbot,  route  of  97;  work  on  illustrated  bj 
maps  224;  British  troops  take  possession  of  disputec 
territory,  information  sent  to  gov.  Fairfield  258;  running 
the  line  304;  difficulties  320;  letter  on  disposition  o 
troops  322;  allusion  in  gov.  Kent’s  message  *6-;  remarks 
on  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  on  338;  sir  Johr 
Harvey’s  remarks  on  356;  message  of  governor  o 
Massachusetts  on  358;  communication  and  repor 
of  house  of  representatives  on  appropriations  for  curren 
expenses  of  asked  387;  communication  from  Van  Bu- 
ren relative  to  379;  resolutions  of  Maine  and  appropri 
ations  relative  to  proceedings  on  387;  bill  reported  ir 
house  of  representatives  making  provisions  for  explorti 
tion  of  391 

North  Carolina — preparations  for  convention,  ap 
pointment  of  adjutant  general  of  88;  time  of  holding 
elections  in,  whig  convention  118;  reports  of  electior 
177;  official  returns  for  governor  181;  resignation  o 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Strange  200;  United  States  sena 
tors  217;  manufactures  in  261;  extract  of  governor’s 
speech  on  opening  legislature  294;  counsellors  of  state 
French  spoliations  295;  inauguration  of  governor,  ex 
tracts  from  address  of,  three  counties  erected  in,  census 
323:  on  public  schools  in  341;  resolutions  of,  favorable 
to  distribution  of  public  lands  378;  presented  to  congress 

381 

Northwest  territory,  bill  reported  directing  maps  o 

37£ 

Norvell,  Mr.  250,  269,  280,  34S,  40' 
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Ocre  mine  discovered 
Ohio  river,  depth  of  80;  navigation  of 
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Ohio  state — convention  held  in  3;  assemblages  and 
speeches  in  21;  report  of  common  schools,  census  of 
Cincinnati,  number  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  condi- 
tion of  widows  and  orphans  in  39;  speech  of  gen.  Har- 
rison on  abolition  42;  lime  of  holding  state  elections  in 
4S;  whig  meetings  at  Lebanon,  Chidocothe,  Sidney, 
Urbana,  Dayton,  the  Miama  valley  56;  political  meet- 
ings 88;  Cliillocothe, convention,  Columbus  and  Somer- 
set conventions  89;  election  held,  report  of  Mechanics’ 
institute,  101;  elections  119;  list  of  members  of  legisla- 
ture, position  of  parties,  exports  from  Cleveland,  cheese, 
Episcopal  church  report  134;  election  returns  of  153: 
commerce  of  Cleveland  176;  official  returns  177;  con- 
tested electien,  official  returns,  canal  opened  182;  vote 
for  electors  200;  census  of  Columbus  and  Cleveland 
208;  fluctuations  of  currency,  table  of  trade,  banks  219; 
legislature  organized  in  261;  inauguration  of  governor 
275;  salary  of  governor  274;  bill  reported  to  grant  pre- 
emption to  certain  land  in  280;  banks  prohibited  from 
issuing  small  notes  in  296;  lynching  304;  financial  af- 
fairs of  310;  defaulters,  bank  question  342;  Gallipolis 
bank  375;  bill  to  change  circuit  and  district  courts  of, 
memorials  from,  in  favor  of  general  bankrupt  law  379; 
memorials  from  citizens  of,  petitioning  for  removal  of 
seat  of  government  393 

Ohio,  ship  of  war  69 

Oneidas,  removal  of  132 

Opium,  quantity  of,  consumed  by  Chinese  48;  quantity 
of,  in  Great  Britain  64;  sale  of,  in  England  400 

Oppression  in  Saxony  416 

Orange  crops  192,  297 

Order  to  revenue  cutters  226 

Oregon — hints  concerning  68;  value  of  furs  and  pel- 
tries, competition  63; settlement  315,  331;  bill  on  title  to 
land  338 

Original  manuscript  16 

Ottawas,  emigration  of  the  • 85 

Oxalic  acid,  how  to  neutralize  208 

P. 

Packet  ship  * 224,  320 

Page,  capt.  Hugh  L.  sword  delivered  to  307 

Pageot,  M.  leaves  Washington  for  Madrid  49 

Panama,  accounts  from  17 

Parker,  Richard  E.  of  Virginia  death  of  55;  charac- 
ter of  83 

Parisian  lions  32 

Potomac  aqueduct  32 

Passport  368 

Patterson,  N.  J.  population  of  16 

Patent  office — United  Statcssenate  committee  on  250; 
committee  of  house  of  representatives  on  253;  appropri- 
ation bill  for,  debated  332;  engrossed  347;  bill  for  appro- 
priations for  398 

Patent  right  * 224 

Paulding,  J.  K.  secretary  of  navy,  report  to  president 
243;  letter  from  285;  see  secretary. 

Pavements,  relative  to  stone  and  wood  in  London  176 
Pay,  congressional  254;  inquiry  respecting  270;  A re- 
gulate the,  of  pursers  of  navy  280 

Payment,  bill  for,  of  horses,  &c.  lost  in  Florida  ser- 
vice 398 

Peace  society,  petition  of  330 

Pennington,  gov.  of  New  Jersey,  message  149 
Pension  fund — Mr.  Van  Buren’s  message  to  congress 
on  228;  committee  of  United  States  senate  on  250;  com- 
mittee of  house  of  reprentatives  on,  on  invalid  and  re- 
volutionary 253;  bill  in  United  States  senate  authorising 
payment  253;  bill  for  appropriation  for  38;  considered, 
committee  of  whole  on  381;  bill  to  extend  an  act  for  382; 
resolution  on  construction  of  393;  adopted,  bill  for  ap. 
propriation  for  referred  to  committee  on  finances  394; 
bill  for  payment  of,  passed  U.  S.  senate  394;  resolutions 
of  house  of  representatives  relative  to,  provisions  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Indiana  in  reference  to  appropriations  395; 
resolution  to  take  bill  from  committee  of  whole  394;  bill 
to  extend  for  five  years  to  certain  widows  413;  amend- 
ments passed  and  sent  to  senate  414 

Pennsylvania— population  of  Lancaster  16;  candidates 
for  congress,  Philadelphia  nomination,  administration, 
meeting  in  Buck’s  county,  Niagara,  loan,  whig  meet- 
ing at  Washington  in  20;  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket, 
gubernatorial  candidate,  congressional,  time  of  holding 
elections  in  43;  number  of  rail  roads  and  amount  of  ca- 
pital in  64,  celebration  at  Krie  in  honor  of  Perry’s  victo- 
ry 71-2;  United  States  bank,  whig  and  Van  Buren  no- 
minations for  congress  86;  riot  and  destruction  of 
properity  in  87;  election  returns  93;  Girard  college,  gov. 
Porter,  banks,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  trade  of 
Pittsburg  99;  election  returns  117;  fraud,  North  branch 
canal,  Pittsburg  convention  1 18;  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  fraud,  census  of  Philadelphia  132;  election 
returns  151, 165;  Lehigh  coal  trade,  policy  of  democratic 
party  199;  population  of  Juniata  county  203;  election 
returns,  candidates  for  governor,  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  letter  on  resumption  215;  business  of  Pitts- 
burg 229;  state  convention  to  assemble  at  Harrisburg, 
resignation  of  president  of  board  of  canal  commission- 
ers 261;  interest  of  state  debt,  Dickinson  college  275; 
salary  of  governor  274;  legislature  convened,  bank 
meeting,  resolutions  30S;  statement  of  bank  309;  legisla- 
ture proceedings,  loans  323;  public  land  vote,  resolu- 
tions, election  of  Gilmore,  military  convention  339;  go- 
vernor’s message  344;  coal  trade,  Pittsburg  election, 
resumption  351-2;  extraordinary  executive  pardon,  libel 
suit,  loan,  canal  commissioners  374;  petition  from  fe- 
males on  slavery  379;  finances  387;  canal  commission- 
er’s report  338;  memorial  from  citizens  of,  relative  to 
appropriations  for  national  defence,  protest  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Pittsburg  against  Raub’s  safety  valve  394; 
bunks  403 


Perrine,  Dr.  biographical  sketch  of  22 

Philadelphia — fraud,  court  of  common  pleas,  census 
132;  census  of  c and  county  in  1830  and  1840  208; 
vice  consul  for,  :res‘rraguay  258;  petition  of,  for  light 
house  Or  379 

Phenomenon  272 

Phrenology  expanded  160 

Pierce,  Mr.  269, 280, 297 

Pilots,  petition  from  the,  of  New  York  315;  modifica- 
tion of  law  asked  332;  bill  for  repeal  on  modification  of 
reported  332 

Pins,  petition  for  duty  on  255;  bill  reported  351 
Pittsburg,  trade  99;  convention  118;  trade  128;  census 
192;  business  229;  elections  in  352 

Playquemine,  avalanche  at  * 39,133 

Plit't’s  report  379 

Poinsett,  Joel,  see  secretary  of  war. 

Politics — of  the  day  6;  letters  from  gen.  Jackson  and 
Henry  Clay  10,  21;  speech  of  D.  Webster  10;  whig 
meetings  in  New  York  19;  S.  S.  Prentiss  speaks  at 
Newark  20;  meetings  in  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
20;  in  Ohio  21;  in  Virginia  39;  question  to  president  Van 
Buren  from  Illinois,  Ins  reply  40;  large  political  conven- 
tions in  New  York  51,  59;  correspondence  growing  out 
of  69;  gen.  Harrison’s  speech  at  Dayton  70,  89;  address 
to  politicians,  extract  from  bishop  England’s  letter,  ad- 
dress to  society  of  friends  90;  meeting  of  merchants  of 
New  York  favorable  to  administration  party  91;  Mr. 
Woodbury’s  letter  102;  Mr.  Butler’s  speech  102-3-4-5-6; 
whig  convention  in  Virginia  106;  Mr.  Webster’s  speech 
107;  Van  Buren  on  bankrupt  law  122;  letter  of  Mr. 
Poinsett  to  citizen’s  of  Charleston  124;  Barclay’s  letter 
126;  remark’s  on  president’s  election,  time  of  each  state 
election  130;  correspondence  between  Van  Buren  and 
his  opponents  at  Fishkill  138;  proceedings  of  Auburn 
convention  141;  the  Hooe  case  142;  gen.  Jackson’s  re- 
ception at  West  Tennessee  154;  speech  of  gen.  Jackson 
155;  communication  from  abolition  society  convention, 
gov.  Polk’s  reply  156;  partial  elction  results  162;  ques- 
tion settled,  announcement  of  Harrison’s  election  163; 
results  of  states  presidential  election  as  far  as  heard  of, 
the  next  congress,  Benj.  B.  French  appointed  chief  clerk 
of  house  of  representatives  177;  remarks  of  Bangor 
Whig,  Daily  Advertiser,  New  York  Express,  &c.  201, 
202-3-1-5-6;  results,  banner  state,  Globe,  vote  for  elec- 
tors, receipts  and  expenditures  of  treasury  226;  posture 
of  union  291;  faith  of  states  303;  Benton’s  letter  310; 
“let  us  look  around  us”  370;  new  cabinet,  new  senate 
385;  presidential  election,  votes,  recapitulation,  proceed- 
ings, resolutions  in  house  of  representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  295 

Polk,  governor,  39;  letter  to  S.  M.  Gates  on  abolition 

156 

Pope,  account  of,  Gregory  VII.  400 

Population,  increase  of,  in  Virginia  400 

Porter,  Mr.  269, 270, 28 1 -2 

Porter,  commodore,  resolution  as  to  expediency  of 
outfit  for  281 

Postage,  alteration  proposed  306;  rates  of,  in  Great 
Britian  144 

Postmaster,  defalcation  of,  in  New  Orleans  219 
Postmaster  general — inquiry  of  curtailments,  &C.254; 
annual  of  report  of  264;  report  of,  concerning  contractor 
284;  letter  from,  on  contingent  expenses,  abstract  of 
offers  for  carrying  the  mail  302;  letter  from,  on  probable 
estimates  for  1842  332 

Post  office — regulation  prohibiting  conveyance  of 
newspapers,  &c.  36;  committee  of  United  Slates  senate 
250;  of  house  of  representatives  253;  resolution  for  list 
of  curtailments  in  254;  relative  to  expenses  of  special 
agents  269;  communication  relative  to  contingent  ex- 
penses of  293;  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to  removals 
from  319 

Post  roads,  committee  of  United  States  senate  on  250; 
of  house  of  representatives  on  253 

Potomac  aqueduct,  160;  inquiry  relative  to 298;  report 
ralative  to  379 

Portsmouth,  Va.  whig  gathering  at  39 

Portugal — political  aspect,  treaty  of  commerce  wilh 
United  States  66;  insurrection  suppressed,  assassination 
115;  differences  with  Spain  321,338;  Duoro  question 
settled  402 

Pottawatamies,  movement  17;  emigration  50,85 
Pre-emption — president’s  opinion  of  40;  Mr.  Benton’s 
resolution  on  250;  proposal  to  postpone  250;  debate  on 
298;  bill  to  establish  introduced  216,  315;  debate  316-17, 
330-1-2;  ordered  to  be  engrossed  347-8-9;  debate  on,  in 
United  States  senate  360;  question  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
proposal  to  strike  out  Mr.  Crittenden’s  amendment  375, 
378;  question  on  Mr.  Young’s  motion,  on  Mr.  Critten- 
den’s motion,  on  passage  of  billin  United  States  senate, 
Mr.  Sevier’s  motion  on  title  of,  carried  378;  debate  on, 
in  United  States  senate  390-1-2-3;  expression  of  Indiana 
legislature  relative  to  407 

Prentiss,  S.  S.  of  Miss,  speaks  at  New  Ark,  N.  J. 
and  Delaware  20 

Prentiss,  Mr.  280 

Presbyterians,  gown  160 

President  and  Vice  President,  proceedings  on  election 
of  394-5 

Preston,  Mr.  of  S.  Carolina,  in  senate  250,  336,  375 
Price,  Wnt.  district  attorney  of  New  York,  return  of 
and  claim  against  United  States  48 

Prince  George’s  county,  Md.  population  of  160 

Princeton  college,  New  Jersey  commencement  of 

132 

Printer,  resolution  to  elect  in  senate,  Blair  & Rives 
elected  407 

Printing  235,  250,  252-3-4,  281,  284,  298-9,  300,  316, 
317-18,  332,  334,  349,  367,  378-9,  280-1,  393  4 5 
Prison  statistics  240 , 


Private  land  claims,  committee  of  United  States  se- 
nate on  250;  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on 

253,  397 

Proclamation,  by  Chinese  209;  by  governor  Seward 

215 

Proffitt,  Mr.  270,  128 

Providence  city  tax  144 

Prussia  328 

Public  buildings— committee  of  the  United  States  se- 
nate on  250;  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on 
253;  resolntion  of  committee  on  319;  petition  of  work- 
men on,  to  be  discharged  318;  account  of  expenditures 
£32;  from  persons  engaged  on,  asking  compensation 
379;  Mr.  Stanley  excused  from  service  on  committee  of 

395 

Public  debt,  ostimates  of  386 

Public  expenditures,  committee  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  253,  334;  estimate  of,  for  1841  334 

Public  lands — interesting  facts  concerning  221;  com- 

mittee of  U.  S.  senate  on  250;  bills  of  committee  on  250; 
committee  of  house  ofreps  on  253;  bill  to  graduate  and 
reduce  prices,  reported  269;  resolution,  bills  269;  Mr. 
Trumbull’s  resolution  269;  bills  praying  reduction  of  pri- 
ces of  282;  possessions  of  (J.S.  315;  on  regulation  of  land 
offices  316;  unfavorable  report, inquiries  about  318;  com- 
municationon,  received  332;  resolutions  of  Pa.  339;  bill 
relative  to,  in  Tennessee  334;  proceedings  on  349;  reso- 
lutions of  Kentucky  on  348;  on  patents  for  349;  resolu- 
tions of  Maryland  legislature  on  352;  deeds  of  cession 
of  Virginia,  Connecticut,  South  Carolina,  resolutions  of 
congress  on,  in  1780  375;  statement  of  costs  to  1838 
376;  resolutions  of  North  Carolina,  favorable  to  distribu- 
tion of,  also  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania  398;  bill  intro- 
duced in  U.  S.  senate  relative  to  authorising  statrs  to  ;nx 
379;  resolutions  of  Pennsylvania  relative  to,  presented 
380;  resolutions  relative  to  distribution  of,  bv  N.  Carolina 
legislature,  of  grants  in  state  of  Tennessee  381;  bill  re- 
ported in  United  States  senate  to  authorise  states  to  tax, 
within  their  limits  394;  bill,  with  amendments,  re- 
ported in  house  of  representatives  relative  to  sale  of, 
heretofore  used  for  schools  394;  report  of  Indiana  le- 
gislature relative  to,  presented  to  United  States  senate 
407;  leave  granted  to  bring  in  bill  relative  to  1st  sec- 
tion of  act  Virginia  military  warrants  of  398;  statistics  of 
* 416 

Public  revenue  250,253,269 

Purchase  of  lot,  bill  to  provide  for  318 

Q. 

Quebec,  arrival  of  emigrants  in  32 

R. 


Rail  road — in  South  Carolina  20;  cost  of  constructing 
from  New  York  to  Albany  32;  description  of,  in  Eng- 
land 58;  capital  of  railway  companies  in  England  and 
various  states  of  the  union  64;  meeting  in  Boston  relative 
to,  from  Attica  to  Buffalo  86;  competition  of  companies 
in  Virginia  88;  miles  of,  in  United  States  112;  annual 
report  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  119;  dividend  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  12S;  number  of  miles  of  Great  West- 
ern 176;  New  York  and  Erie  fine  of  215;  peti'ion  of 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany,  company  for  dona- 
tion of  land  350;  number  of  miles  of,  in  United  States 
256;  accident  at  Springfield  272;  law  of,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain 288;  number  of  miles  of,  in  operation  in  England, 
travelling  on  York  and  Cumberland  384;  number  of 
miles  of,  in  United  States  400 

Rail  road  company — report  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
1 19;  resolution  in  behalf  of  the,  of  the  Grand  Gulf  269; 
bill  for  relief  of  the,  in  Tennessee  269;  bill  for  the  Mount 
Carmel  and  New  Albany  280;  Norristown  and  Valley 
Forge,  ask  extension  of  bonds,  Franklin  finished  368; 
bill  for  relief  of  the  Eagle  316;  abstract  of  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  323;  bill  for  relief  of  393 

Railway,  machine  368 

Rain  192 

Raleigh,  whig  convention  at  100 

Ramsey,  W.  S.  death  of  253,  254 

Randolph,  Mr.  of  N.  J.  resolution  relative  to  per  diem 

269 

Rariden,  Mr.  270,  281 

Rates  of  transportation  of  Baltimore  and  Pittsburg 

line  32 

Raub,  Samuel,  petition  from,  to  government,  protest 
of  citizens  of  Pittsburg  against  394 

Real  estate  36S,  397 

Red  river,  bill  reported  to  remove  raft  from  398 

Report — of  majority  committee  on  N. Jersey  contested 
election  case  60-1-2  3;  of  the  minority  73-4-5-6-7-8-9;  of 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company  119, 120-1;  items 
from  the,  of  Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  Ohio  134; 
annual,  of  the  treasurer  of  New  Jersey  180;  of  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  1840,  from  treasurer’s  annual  226; 
of  d’Hauteville  case  243;  of  secretary  of  treasury  on  fi- 
nances 244-5  6 7-8;  Mr.  Hassler  on  coast  survey,  from 
secretary  of  the  treasury  on  insolvent  debtors  250;  va- 
rious 254;  report  of  secretary  of  war  261-2-3-4;  of  post- 
master general  264-5-6-7;  from  postmaster  and  speaker 
284,  gen.  Macomb  307 

Representatives,  quorum  of,  in  congress  236;  of  states 
in  congress  356 

Revenue,  fraud  suspected  49;  Mr.  Clay’s  inquiry  mo- 
tion . 250, 283 

Revenue  cutters,  orders  for  224;  bill  for  introduction 
of  steamers  in  service  269 

Revenue  service,  bill  authorising  use  of  steamers  in 

398 

Revolutionary  heroes,  death  of  112;  at  meeting  at 
Norwich,  death  of  _ If'* 

Revolutionary  pensioners,  in  Missouri  220;  commit- 
tee on  253;  committee  of  United  States  senate  on,  claims 
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250;  committee  of  house.of  representatives  on,  claims 

253 

Reynolds,  Mr.  282,  284 

Rhett,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina  . 

Rhode  Island — politic al  aspect  of  2;  rail  road,  items 
16;  partial  election  results  in  38;  condition  of  banks  in 
68;  population  of  Warren  80;  bank  statements  13^; 
election  of  United  States  senator  49;  election  returns 
164;  official  returns  214;  whig;  state  convention  and 
nominations  339;  resolution  of,  on  distribution  of  pub- 
lic lands  387;  resolutions  relative  to  day  for  choice  of 
electors  president  and  vice  president  of  United  States 

394 

Richardson,  John  P.  elected  governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina 261 

Richardson,  J.  and  others,  petitions  from  281 

Richmond,  Va.  population  of  128;  whig  convention 

106 

Riot,  J8 

Rives,  Mr.  of  Va.  addressed  Auburn  convention  86, 

98, 281 

Rives,  Mr.  letter  from  on  binding  299;  report  of  com- 
mittee on  letter  of  334 

Roads  post,  United  States  senate  committee  op  250; 
house  of  representatives  committee  on  253,  398 

Roane,  Mr.  in  senate  249 

Robespierre,  Mr.  Bownson’s  opinion  of  160 

Robinson,  fate  of  304 

Rope  walk  . 

Royal  society,  of  London,  recommendation  of  17 
Ruggles,  Mr.  150,296,331-2,406 

Russell,  Mr.  236,  255 

Russia — recruiting  in  34;  defeated  by  Circassians  34; 
men  of  war  ordered  to  Mediterranean  66;  review  of 
troops  in  82;  expedition  114;  population  128;  revenue 
from  spirits  in  ib.;  quarantine  regulations  178;  disap- 
pointment of  army,  exports,  diplomacy  338 

S. 

Sabbath,  resolution  relative  to  transportation  of  mails 
on,  in  Vermont,  rejected  149 

Sacred  relic  368 

Saddlers  and  harness  makers,  petition  from  379 
Salaries  of  state  governor  273 

Salem,  Mass,  libraries,  census  * 272 

Salem,  N.  J.  meeting  of  whigs  in  20 

Saltor.stall,  Mr.  318 

Saltworks,  established  in  Indiana  261;  trade  304 
San  Antonia,  Mexico,  aspect  of  64 

Sanson,  executioner  of  Paris,  death  of  160 

Sava  n nah,  result  of  election  in  39;  exports  of  218;  cen- 
sus and  commercial  capital  224 

■ Savings  banks  in  Great  Britian  144 

Schedule  of  presidential  election  in  each  state  130 
Schools — number  of  Normal,  in  France  96;  Sabbath 
in  Liberia  112;  amount  of  scholars  in  Episcopal  Sabbath 
of  Ohio  134;  fund  of,  in  Vermont  149;  in  Ireland  176; 
abstract  ofannual  report  of,  in  Massachusetts  214;  fund 
of,  in  New  Jersey  215;  of  Cincinnati  390 

School  master  wanted  256 

Secretary  of  navy — annual  report  of  248-9:  report  of 
relative  to  contingent  expenses  253;  report  relative  to 
furloughs,  &c.  281;  relative  to  pensioners  235,  311;  con- 
tracts by  231,  318,  350 

Secretary  of  state — Mr.  Forsyth,  information  received 
from  211;  letter  from  on  contingent  expenses  255,  301; 
communication  from,  relative  to  correspondence  on 
L’Amistad  393 

Secretary  of  treasury — Levi  Woodbury,  extract  from 
report  of,  on  expenditures  in  District  of  Columbia  com- 
parative pay  and  travelling  expenses  of  members  of 
congress  18;  annual  report  of  226;  on  finances  244;  co- 
pies of  accounts,  balances  in  navy  department  254,  301, 
315,  318;  communication  from  on  foreign  and  domestic 
exchanges,  number  of  clerks  330,  332;  list  of  old  ba- 
lances 334;  relative  to  certain  canal  lands  347;  on  pur- 
chase of  lands  and  drscontinuance  of  land  districts  350; 
amount  of  treasury  notes  and  drafts  for  1840,  on  home 
valuation  of  foreign  goods,  on  contracts  made  by  de- 
partment for  1840,  relative  to  quantity  of  public  land 
ceded  379;  relative  to  losses  by  people  and  government 
by  banks,  in  relation  to  mint  393;  communication  from, 
covering  abstract  of  emoluments  and  expenses  of  offi- 
cers of  customs  394;  relative  to  patents  41 1 

Secretary' of  war — Joel  R.  Poinsett,  report  of  dragoons 
252;  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on  expendi- 
tures of  253;  annual  report  ot  261;  report  on  pensions, 
revolutionary  claims,  &c.  2S1;  report  of  Dr.  King  348; 
on  Indian  affairs  349;  on  qualifications  of  candidates  to 
military  academy  357;  abstract  returns  of  militia  of 
United  Slates  from  378;  account  of  disbursements 
among  Indians  for  1840,  and  of  Potomac  aqueduct  379; 
relative  to  peace  with  Seminoles,  enclosing  gen.  Armi- 
stead’s  letter  381;  information  from  colonel  of  ordnance 
by  393;  communications  from  W.  K.  Arinistead  and 
C.  McCormick  transmitted  by  396 

Sergeant,  Mr.  319 

Sevier,  Mr.  249,  269,  331 

Shannon,  gov.  of  Ohio,  information  from  on  financial 
affairs  3101] 

Shepherd,  Mr.  286,  298 

Shephardia,  description  of  160 

Ship  building  208 

Ship  Grace  Brown  320 

Shipwreck,  of  brig  Florence,  of  New  York  22 
Shoes,  importation  of  131 

Shovel  manufactory  112 

Siege  of  fort  Meigs,  historial  sketch  of  23 

Silk — item  16;  account  of,  in  Indiana,  in  Frederick, 
Md.  48;  at  Guatemala  160;  on  importations  178;  annual 
meeting  ofspciety  in  Tennesse  203;  business  224;  me- 


morial from  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  encourage- 
ment of  255;  specimens  of  272;  memorial  of  Tennessee 

relative  to* growth  of  407 

Silver  plate,  presented  to  Robert  Gamble  160 

Simonton,  Mr.  255 

Sisters  of  charity  48 

Slate,  oil  from  . 80 

Slavers  96;  items  32,  320;  fugitives  336;  the  Tigris  352 
Slaves — extract  from  gov.  Bagby’s  message  on  do- 
mestic 233;  in  Mississippi  359;  peution  from  females  on 
379;  question  on,  inUniied  States  supreme  court  400; 
inquiry  of  Illinois,  relative  to  true  meaning  of  constitu- 
tion relative  to  408 

Smallpox  112 

Smith,  Mr.. of  Indiana,  252,269,281,331 

Smith,  Mr.  of  Connecticut,  in  house  of  representa- 
tives 269 

Smith,  maj.  consul  at  Metamoras,  investigation  by 

25s 

Smithsonian  fund,  bill  for  trustees  for  393 

Smithsonian  institution,  bill  for  establishment  of,  re- 
ported 406 

Smuggling  144 

Soldiers,  revolutionary,  at  Bunker’s  Hill  convention 

5S 

Southard,  Mr.  250 

South  America — earthquake  in  1;  revenue  of  Chili  82; 
new  custom  house  at  Valparaiso,  reduction  of  navy  in 
83;  ratification  of  treaty  between  France  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  crops,  consumption  354;  validity  of  Santa  Cruz, 
acts,  Peruvian  claims  355;  slave  trade  at  Rio,  engage- 
ment at  Santa  Fe,  Lavalle  defeated  369 

South  Carolina — rail  road,  election,  mayor,  salary  20; 
time  of  holding  state  elections  in,  rice  crop  48;  popula- 
tion of  Charleston  88;  election  119;  T.  D.  Sumpter’s 
election  128;  failure  of  mails,  public  meetings  for  redress 
proposed  133;  census  of  Charleston  182;  white  man  sold 
in  200;  time  of  choosing  electors,  list  of  members  of  le- 
gislature 217;  resolutions  of  whig  meeting  in  Charleston, 
extract  from  governor’s  message,  exports  from  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  218;  electoral  vote  and  United  Stales 
senator  233;  bill  introduced  to  alter  constitution  of  256; 
governor  and  lieut.  governor  elected  261;  movement  in 
relation  to  duelling  272;  census  295;  legislative  resolu- 
tions 310;  remonstrance  of  relative  to  national  bank  and 
protective  tariff  348;  report  of  United  States  house  of 
representatives  on  remonstrance  of  381 

Southey,  condition  of  the  poet  64 

Southwark,  Pa.  population  192 

Spain — unsettled,  people  pleased  at  change  of  minis- 
try, two  queens  leave  for  Barcelona  34;  Madrid  rebel- 
lions 66;  revolutions  in  82;  revolutionary  movements, 
Espartero  appointed  president  of  council  115;  refugees 
of,  in  France,  biography  ofEspartero  161;  queen  arrived 
at  Madrid  195;  tranquil  305;  meeting  of  a garrison,  ex- 
cuses for  402 

Specie — from  Brazil  for  Great  Britain  16;  from  Great 

Britain  for  United  States  16;  from  Mexico  to  New  Or- 
leans 35,  amount  of  shipped  in  different  vessels  80,  96, 
112;  exports  of  192;  letter  on  resumption  of,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania 215;  exports  from  New  York  272,-  from  Tampico 

352,  384 

Spence,  John  S.  death  of  132;  announced  in  congress 

235 

Sperm  and  whale  oil  48 

Spirits,  imports  of,  in  London  96 

Sportsman  192 

Springfield,  Mass,  rail  road  accident  at  272 

Stanly,  Mr.  270,  318 

Stationery,  on  appropriations  for  396-7 

Statistics — education  32;  leligious  176;  of  Cayuhaga 

county,  N.  Y.  180;  of  St.  Louis  county,  Mo.  200;  of 
Girardeau  county,  Mo.  220;  of  prisoners  240;  criminal 
of  New  York  336;  of  Maryland  340-1,  374,  388-9,  390 
Steamers — fastest  in  Europe  16;  the  Acadia  32;  acci- 
dental encounter  of  the  Britannia  48;  sale  of  the  Nep- 
tune 55;  Archimedes  64;  constructing  for  Spain, arrivals, 
explosion  of  Bass  64;  Mr.  Plolmes’  opinion,  accidents, 
the  William  Paris  sunk  80;  arrival  of  the  Caledonia  at 
Boston  81;  explosion  of  Swift  Sure  86;  Cunard’s  line 
carry  letters  free  of  postage  97;  packet  line  from  Ger- 
many 112;  European  attention  to,  for  navies  112;  dis- 
missal of  lieut.  Fayrerfrom  the  President  113;  explo- 
sion of  the  Guildersleeve,  iron  128;  safety  valves  for 
navigation  by  144;  frigate  148,  160;  distress  of  President 
164;  disasters  of,  burning  of  Empress  and  Monarch  176; 
description  of  I he  war,  at  Brooklyn  179;  verdict  on  172; 
new  line,  accident  20S;  Russian  frigate  Kamschatka, 
description  of  213;  shortest  passage  of,  specie  sent  by, 
the  Persian,  explosion  of  Express,  iron,  disasters  224; 
collapse  of  Farmer,  Great  Western,  British  Queen  240; 
petitions  of  merchants  of  Boston  for  255;  bill  for  em- 
ployment of  269;  Cherokee  sunk  and  exploded  272; 
frigate,  table  of  accidents  of,  explosion  of  Walker,  bill 
for  employment  of,  in  revenue  service,  passed  297;  re- 
port on  disasters  of  318;  in  case  of  fire,  safety  valves, 
security  of  passengers  318;  iron  336;  Columbia  on  fire, 
Caledonia  352,  396;  line  established  between  Liverpool 
and  Boston  400;  on  Pacific  416;  decision  in  court  inter- 
esting to  owners  of  368;  resolution  in  United  States  se- 
nate 379;  iron  384 

Steam  fire  engine  400 

Steam  project,  great,  in  Great  Britain  1;  in  France 

17 

Steam  power,  bill  authorising  experiments  in  297 

Steam  owners,  bill  asking  modification  of  la  w on  348 
State  department,  committee  of  house  of  representa- 
tives on  expenditures  of  253 

Steenrod,  Mr.  315 

St.  Jean  D’Arc,  capture  of  257;  sketch  of  capture  of 

239  1 


St.  John’s  college,  Annapolis,  appointment  of  pro- 
fessor in  16 

St.  Louis,  receipt  in  lead  in  144;  number  of  newspa- 
pers published  in  176;  business  272 

St.  Louis  county,  census  176;  commerce,  trade  197; 
statistics  200 

St.  Louis,  ship,  character  of  213 

Stevens,  com.  death  of  339 

Stevenson,  Mr.  extract  of  letter  from  280 

Stocks,  sale  of,  in  New  York  32,  48.  64,  80, 128,  160, 
176,  192,  208,  224,  272,  384,  400—  [On  the  Chronicle 
pages  of  the  Register,  movements  in  the  markets  of 
this  item  are  noted;  foreign  markets  of,  generally  under 
the  foreign  head.] 

Sturgeon,  Mr.  315,  347 

Strabismus  304 

Subscription,  liberal  352 

Sub-treasury  bill — yeas  and  nays  on  final  passage  of 
18;  operations  of  35;  operations  of,  in  Missouri  89;  reso- 
lution to  repeal,  Mr.  Clay’s  speech  on  250;  Mr.  Wright's 
reply  251;  Mr.  Clay’s  rejoinder  ib.;  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr. 
Henderson,  Mr.  Allen’s  substitute  252;  Illinois  bill  of 
remonstrance  on  347;  motion  to  take  up  repeal  resolu- 
tion, remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Clay,  laid  on  table  407 

Sub-treasury  law  255,  367 

Suffrage,  trial  on  right  of  96 

Sugar  crop  304 

Suicides  64 

Suit  against  United  States  bank  416 

Sumpter,  T.  D.  election  of  128 

Supreme  court  of  U.  S.  case  in  400 

Survey,  bill  authorising,  of  coasts  and  lake  351 

Surveyor  general,  bill  for  abolishing  office  of  334 

Swartout,  bill  for  sureties  331;  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed 347,  397 

Switzerland,  basis  of  new  constitution  337 

Syria — peace  of  34;  cause  of  insurrection  in  82;  Bey- 
rout  destroyed,  enemy’s  fleet  145;  Ibraham  pasha,  Soli- 
nian,  Egyptian  troops  deserting,  Napier  takes  Sidon 
194;  Beyrout  occupied  by  Anglo  Turks  195;  Solimon 
defeated,  Beyrost  evacuated  by,  Ibraham  defeated  196; 
bombardment  and  capture  of  St.  Jean  D’Arc  257;  ex- 
plosion of  powder  magazine,  British  fleet,  Ibraham, 
Emir  Beschir306;  posture  of  affairs  in  338,  353;  raising 
ofblockade  on  coast  of  354;  Ibraham  to  evacuate  imme- 
diately 401 

T. 

T.  T.  T.  400 

Taliaferro,  Mr.  236 

Talluhnaecc,  political  excitement  at,  letter  from  citi- 
zens of,  to  president.  Globe’s  account  of  it  5 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  in  United  States  senate  249,  252, 

297,  316,  366 

Tallmadge,  F.  A.  recorder  of  New  York  416 

Tappan,  Mr.  316,  347 

Tarantula  272 

Tariff]  protective,  remarks  on  241;  revision  of,  called 
for-272;  abstract  of  treasurer’s  report  on  338;  remon- 
strance of  South  Carolina  against  348;  resolution  of  Ala- 
bama legislature  351;  report  of  commiitec  of  house  of 
representatives  on  South  Carolina  381;  resoluiion  of 
Michigan  in  favor  of  390 

Tax,  of  Providence  city  144;  gov.  Page  in  reference 
to  242;  in  New  York  368 

Teas,  of  Brazil  384;  arrival  of,  at  New  York  400 

Telegraph,  galvanic  58 

Tellers,  to  count  votes  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  United  States  3S0 

Tennessee — convention  held  in  8;  visit  to  hermitage, 
ex-governor  Polk  presented  by  grand  jury  39;  census 
of  Nashville  64;  corporation  of  Nashville  88;  assemble 
to  receive  general  Jackson  119;  returns  ot  53  counlies 
177;  official  returns  261;  bill  in  United  States  senate 
for  relief  of  rail  road  company  in  269;  bill  in  house 
of  represniatives  in  reference  to  grants  and  lilies  in 
270;  bill  to  amend  act  authorising  the  issue  of  grants,  &,c. 
381;  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  394;  bill 
in  United  Statessenate  relative  to  land  grants  and  tides 
406;  land  bill  of,  passed  ib.;  memorial  of,  relative  to  silk 
407;  bill  for  sale  of  lands  in,  in  house  of  representatives 
394;  passed  411 

Territories,  committee  of  house  of  repsresentatives  on 

253 

Texas — item  1;  cannibals  in  32;  account  of  Mexican 
Indians,  arrival  of  com.  Reuban  of  Mexican  navy,  fleet, 
Galveston  35;  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz,  Urrea,  colonel 
Burleston,  W.  Cooke,  recapture  of  horses  and  inulci-, 
pursuit  of  Indians,  Mrs.  Crosby’s  death  confirmed  83; 
death  of  col.  Karnes,  gen.  Houston’s  recovery,  col. 
Cook’s  appoin'ment,  fair,  health,  European  recogniiion 
of  treaty  with  97;  Urrea,  festival  at  Yucatan,  col.  Jor- 
dan,  Canales,  col.  Moore  and  Cumanches  209;  infa- 
mous treachery,  retreat  of  one  hundred  young  Texians 
225;  arrangements  for  direct  trade  with  Liverpool  241; 
three  Mexican  vessels  taken,  minister  to  Mexico  dead 
258;  passengers  to  352;  peace  with  Mexico,  French 
treaty,  duty,  editor  imprisoned,  English  despatch,  com- 
merce 335;  further  particulars  of  treaty  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, congress  in  session,  floods  369 

Theairesold  224 

Thomas,  Mr.  F.  281 

Thompson,  Manlius  V.  inaugurated  governor  of 
Kentucky  39 

Thompson,  Mr-  of  Kentucky  254 

Thompson,  Mr.  of  Mississippi  317 

Thompson,  gen.  Waddy,  ofS.  C.  narrow  escape  of 

240,301,318 

Thomson,  Benjamin  F.  letter  from  135 

Thoughts  after  election  243 

Tide  192 


INDEX, 


xv 


Tigris,  brig,  seized  by  British  291, 352,  400 

TiUinghast,  Mr.  253,  269,  282 

Tin  ore  384 

Tobacco — 32,  48,  64,  80;  convention  resolved  upon 
83,  96,  112,  128,  160,  256,  272;  committee  on,  trade  of 
house  of  representatives  253;  convention  258;  informa- 
tion from  Amsterdam  on  tariff  on  339;  petition  from 
planters o(  349;  in  U.  S.  senate  366 — [In  the  Chronicle 
jjSgCS  of  the  Register,  is  noted  incidents  in  the  trade 
in,°the  foreign  market  will  be  found  amongst  the  items 
under  the  foreign  head.] 

Tolls  on  New  York  canal  112 

Tract  society,  bequest  to  400 

Trade — remarks  on,  by  sir  J.  Child  16;  of  Pittsburg 
128;  on  lakes  163;  with  France  178;  coffee,  coal,  iron 
211;  Georgia  resolutions  on  241;  in  bread  stuffs  304;  with 
Mexico  306;  on  lake  Erie  336 

Trading  company  arrive  in  Missouri  102 

Transportation  rates  32,  64 

Treasury  notes — number  issued  and  redeemed  17; 
amount  of,  outstanding  80;  outstanding,  from  monthly 
report  21 1;  amount  of  outstanding  238;  bill  reported  to 
issue  318;  referred  to  committee  of  the  whole  319;  day 
for  consideration  of,  in  house  of  representatives  333; 
Mr.  Bernard’s  amendment  349,  350-1;  bill  taken  up 
366-7;  outstanding  373;  bill  to  issue,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  finance  in  U.  S.  senate  379;  Mr.  Fillmore’s  reso- 
lution to  take  from  committee,  modified  380;  notice  of 
Mr.  Curtis’  amendment,  Mr.  Wise  on,  bill  passed  381 ; 
bill  to  authorise  issue  of,  in  United  States  senate  393; 
passed  394 

Treasury  independent — 242;  committee  of  house  of 
representatives  of  253;  remarks  and  statements  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  by  Mr.  Jones  334-5 

Treaty  of  commerce  between  Portugal  and  United 
States  66;  with  Mexico  306 

Trenton,  N.  J.  state  convention  at  20 

Trinidad , emigrants  to  416 

Tropical  plants,  bill  to  encourage  introduction  and 
culture  of  397 

Tunnels  400 

Turkey — report  concerning  35;  number  of  Turks  in 
the  expedition  against  Syria,  letter  received  from  Me- 
hemit Ali,  Turkish  fleet  at  the  Dardanelles  66;  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  the  four  powers  ib.;  armies,  ammu- 
nition on  board  fleet,  courier  to  Rome  82;  troops  order- 
ed to  Cyprus  112;  declaration  deposing  Mehemit  Ali 
145;  Egyptian  question  338;  sultan  accords  terms  to 
Mehemit  Ali  402 


Ui 


Uncas  monument  160 

University,  at  Berlin,  Prussia,  statistics  of  400 

Underwood,  J.  R.  letter  from  351 

Underwood,  lieut.  massacre  of  386 


United  Stales — progress  of  treaty  with  Mexico  97;  new 
coin  of  177;  vote  on  rejection  of  abolition  petitions  191; 
presidential  election  in  226;  meeting  of  congress  in  235; 
population  of  various  cities  in  240;  bill  introduced  in  se- 
nate to  alter  constitution  of  252;  in  house  of  representa- 
tives 269;  bank  271;  senate  convened  338 

V. 

Valette,  capt,  E.  F.  sword  delivered  to  67 

Vanderpool,  Mr.  307 

Van  Buren — relative  to  militia  project  6;  present  32; 
letter  to  citizens  of  Danville,  Illinois  40;  correspondence 
on  wages  59;  letter  declining  invitation  to  Poughkeepsie 
convention  89;  letter  on  general  bankrupt  law  122-3-4; 
letter  to  political  opponents  138;  communication  from 
on  pension  fund  228;  message  to  congress  236;  on  ex- 
penditures 284;  documents  from,  on  the  Caroline  290; 
correspondence  relative  to  diplomatic  relations  with 
China  299;  relative  to  the  Caroline  301;  communi- 
cation from,  with  penitentiary  report  of  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, relative  to  boundary  of  Michigan,  Wiskonsan, 
and  northeastern  boundary  379;  transmits  correspon- 
dence relative  to  L’Amistad  402 

Vattemere,  monsieur  80, 336 

Vermont — time  of  elections  2;  progress  19;  compara- 
tive majority  of  two  preceding,  death  of  Martin  Chitten- 
den 51;  official  votes  for  governor,  votes  thrown  out  98; 
message  of  governor  115;  congressional  election  returns 
116;  school  fund,  legislature  adjourned,  agent  to  settle 
bank  affairs,  resolution  on  New  Jersey  case,  opinions 
on  tariff  149;  election  returns  177 ; official  appointments 
by  legislature  214;  discovery  of  Ochre  mine  228;  an  act 
relative  to  fugitive  slaves  passed  by  legislature  of  308; 
resolutions  favorable  to  amendment  of  constitution  sent 


to  congress  315;  university  387;  resolutions  of  general 
assembly  of,  on  N.  Jersey  proceedings  395 

Vegetable  silk  and  wool  ■ " 288 

Vincennes,  vessel  of  war  213 

Virginia — convention  2;  dinner  to  Mr.  Garland  20; 
census  of  Norfolk  32;  whig  gatherings  at  Wheeling  and 
Portsmouth  39;  Van  Buren  state  convention,  judge 
Parker’s  decease  55;  character  of  judge  Parker,  York 
Town  anniversary,  state  debt,  rail  road  competition, 
cashier  of  bank  in  88;  census  of  Gloucester  and  Rich- 
mond 128;  York  Town  convention,  forger  arrested  132; 
returns  of  presidential  election  177;  time  of  meeting  of 
legislature  in,  aspect  of  parties  181;  governor  of,  issues 
proclamation  of  election  returns  196;  James  River  ca- 
nal 199;  death  of  professor  Davis  200;  tie  on  vote  forU. 
S.  senator,  official  presidential  returns  229;  message  of 
governor  230;  j udges  of  court  of  appeals  elected,  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Holleman  261;  popular  vote  of  294;  swords 
voted  to  distinguished  officers  307;  Mr.  Rives  elected  to 
U.  S.  senate,  population  323,  341;  resumption,  whig  can- 
didates for  congress  368;  small  note  bill,  controversy 
with  N.  York  374;  university  of  390;  day  appointed  for 
election  of  U.  S.  senator  in  404 

Votes  for  electors  president  and  vice  president  of  U. 
States  394-5 

W. 

Walker,  Mr.  316 

Wall,  Mr.  269,315,  331 

Warren,  Rhode  Island,  population  of  80 

Washington,  D.  C. — national  institute  organized  58; 
resolution  of  tobacco  planters  in  83;  census.  160;  value 
of  real  and  personal  property  192;  preceedings  of  tobac- 
co convention  in  258-9;  bill  to  continue  charter  of,  in 
force  280;  bill  for  Howard  institution  to  be  engrossed 
315;  memorial  from,  on  continuing  in  force  incorpora- 
tion of  349;  bill  reported  for  379 

Watermelons,  large  32 

Waugh,  bishop  of  Baltimore,  to  preside  at  annual 
conference  in  Arkansas  219 

Ways  and  means,  committees  on  252-3 

Weather,  in  Canada  128;  Massachusetts  160;  Ken- 
tucky, Erie  176,240,400 

Webster,  Daniel — speech  of,  at  Saratoga  10;  letter  to 
Biddle  24;  presides  at  Bunker’s  Hill  convention  45,  69; 
addresses  convention  in  Long  Island  86;  speech  at 
Richmond  107:  visit  to  New  Hampshire  144;  health  160; 
in  senate  249,  250;  on  finances  267-9,  347-8;  letter  from 
to  vice  president  408 

Weller,  Mr.  283 

Wesleyan,  society  96;  centenary  fund  192;  university 

208 

Western  rivers,  rise  of  32,  112 

Western  traders  96 

West  Point,  bill  for  appropriations  for  reported  398 
Whale  fisheries  144 

Wheat  32,  48,  80,  96,  112,  128,  160,  192,  208,  224; 
grain  of  240 — [Notice  of  prices  at  various  places  and 
items  respecting,  will  be  found  in  the  Chronicle  pages. 
The  foreign  markets,  amongst  the  items  under  the  fo- 
reign head.J 

Wheeling,  whig  convention  at  39;  census  of  192 
Whig,  see  convention. 

Whiskey  58 

White,  Mr.  249,  250,  269 

White,  Hugh  L.  proposition  to  erect  monument  to 

272 

White  lead  144 

Whittingham,  bishop,  consecration  of  55 

Williams,  Mr.  of  Maine  250 

Williams,  Sherrod,  claims  of,  presented  3S0 

Williams,  Mr.  donation  from,  to  Vermont  university 

387 

Wild  horses  256 

Wild  lands,  price  of  240 

Wines,  imports  to  London  96,  319,  333 

Winthrop,  Mr.  255,  318 

Wise,  Henry  A. — addresses  cenvention  at  Ports- 
mouth, Va.  39;  president  of  York  Town  convention 
]32,  269;  letter  to  constituents  357,  380 

Wiskonsan  territory — population  16;  tobacco  80;  cbm- 
parative  statement  of  population  102;  internal  improve- 
ment 135;  appropriations  for  improving  Neenah  river 
255;  relative  to  boundary  379 

Woodford,  camp,  Kentucky  133 

Wool  192 

Worcester,  Mass,  lunatic  asylum  in  131;  population 

192 

Woodbury,  Levi,  see  secretary  of  treasury. 


Wright,  Mr.  of  New  Jersey  250,315 

Wright,  Mr.  of  New  York  235,  269,  276-7-8-9,  330 

Wright,  Messrs,  of  London  320 

Y. 

Yale  college,  commencement  15 

Yeas  and  nays — on  Wm.  Cost  Johnson’s  resolution 
on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions  191;  on  printing 
president’s  message  254;  on  Mr.  Adam’s  resolution  re- 
specting fraud  in  public  documents  253;  on  amending 
journal  254;  on  committee  of  the  whole  for  naturaliza- 
tion law  254;  on  laying  sub-treasury  resolution  on 
the  table  255,  on  Mr.  Vanderpoel’s  motion  to  lay  Mr. 
Randolph’s  resolution  on  the  table  269;  on  Mr.  Adam’s 
motion  for  use  of  hall  of  house  of  representatives  270; 
on  laying  motion  to  receive  Mr.  Benton’s  proposal  to  in- 
troduce bill  for  taxing  banks  on  the  table  280;  on  Mr. 
Wise’s  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Proffit’s  resolution  for  Cum- 
berland road  on  the  table  282;  on  laying  anti-slavery  pe- 
tition on  table  282;  on  motion  to  suspend  a rule,  on  Mr. 
Adam’3  motion  to  refer  revenue  bill  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures  284;  on  adjournment,  on  laying  Mr. 
Reynold’s  bill  on  table  285;  on  amendment  to  navy  pen- 
sion fund  286;  on  engrossment  of  Michigan  land  bill 
297;  on  Mr.  Benton’s  pre-emption  bill  298;  on  the  pre- 
vious call  on  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  for  navy 
pension  fund,  on  taking  up  orders  of  the  day  301;  to  re- 
consider vote  on  Mr.  Medill’s  amendment  303;  on  Mr. 
Adam’s  motion  to  fix  day  for  consideration  of  vote  on 
duties  on  silk  306;  on  bill  to  provide  for  lunatics  in  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  317;  on  suspending  rule,  on  adjourn- 
ment 318;  on  laying  Mr.  Adam’s  appeal  on  table  319: 
on  postponement  of question  of  transfer  of  U.  S.  stocks 
to  Maryland  331;  on  laying  pre-emption  bill  on  table 
ih.\  on  Mr.  Adam’s  motion  to  appoint  a day  for  consi- 
deration of  bill  on  duties  on  silk  332-3;  on  suspend- 
ing rule  of  house,  on  Mr.  Jones’  resolution,  on  trea- 
sury note  issues  333;  on  appointing  day  for  conside- 
ration of  bankrupt  law,  adjournment,  call  of  house, 
on  Mr.  Naylor’s  title  to  seat,  to  suspend  a rule  333; 
on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  motion  to  cede  public  lands,  Mr. 
Crittenden’s  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  on  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s amendment,  on  lunatic  bill,  on  engrossment  of 
pre-emption  bill  347;  on  postponement  of  pre-emption 
bill  348;  on  house  resolving  itself  into  committee  of 
whole  on  state  of  union  350;  on  adjournment  ib.; 
on  suspending  rule  367;  on  Mr.  Young’s  motion  on  pre- 
emption bill,  on  Mr.  Crittenden’s  motion  on  pre-emption 
bill,  on  passage  of  pre-emption  bill  378;  on  Mr.  Mer- 
rick’s motion  to  recharter  District  banks,  on  recom- 
mitment of  bankrupt  bill  379;  on  motion  to  adjourn,  on 
Mr.  Steenrod’s  resolution  to  reconsider  treasury  note 
bill,  on  resolving  the  house  into  committee  of  the  whole 
380;  on  suspending  rules  of  house,  on  Mr.  Wise’s 
amendment  to  treasury  note  bill,  on  third  reading  of 
treasury  note  bill,  on  resolution  respecting  Raub’s  safe- 
ty valve  381;  on  point  of  order  382;  on  third  reading  of 
treasury  note  bill, on  passage  of  treasury  note  bill,  on  ap- 
propriation bill  for  payment  of  pensions  in  1841  394;  on 
Mr.  Underwood’s  bill  in  relation  todisastersby  steamers, 
twice  395;  on  Mr.  Thompson’s  amendment  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Graham  relative  to  Indian  emigrants  396;  on  mo- 
tion to  lay  bill  on  table  authorising  arrangement  with 
securities  in  case  of  Samuel  Swartout,  on  Mr.  Stanly’s 
motion  to  introduce  bill  to  provide  for  fourth  instalment, 
on  Mr.  Adam’s  motion  to  fix  day  for  consideraiion  of 
bill  on  duties  on  imports  397;  on  Mr.  Benton’s  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  resolution  to  admit  ladies  to  privi- 
leged seats,  on  proposition  to  defer  election  of  public 
printer,  on  Mr.  Clay’s  proposition  to  take  up  his  resolu- 
tion on  sub-treasury,  on  adjournment,  on  laying  resolu- 
tions on  sub-treasury  on  the  table  407;  on  granting 
leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  prevent  interference  of  certain 
federal  officers  in  elections  408;  on  committee  of  whole 
rising, twice,  on  Mr.Cushing’s  substitute  for  bill  reported 
by  committee  on  foreign  affairs  398;  on  Mr.  Grin- 
nell’s  motion  to  lay  motion  to  print  report,  on  table  408; 
on  Mr.  Everett’s  proposition  to  print  all  documents  re- 
lative to  the  Caroline  affair,  on  motion  to  lay  on  table, 
on  motion  to  suspend  rules,  on  passing  bill  without  de- 
bate, on  Tennessee  land  bill,  on  resolving  into  com- 
mittee of  union  411;  on  Mr.  McCarty’s  amendment  to 
appropriation  bill,  on  tellers,  on  amendment  for  repairs 
of  Potomac  bridge  412;  on  motion  made  relative  to 
amendment  of  appropriation  bill  413;  on  suspeding  mo- 
tion ib.;  on  final  passage  of  bill  extending  pensions  to 
widows  414;  for  suspending  rules,  adjournment,  on 
amendments  to  appropriation  bill  415 

Yorktown,  anniversary  88;  whig  convention  132 

Young,  Mr.  250,  269 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

FRANCE. 

The  address  in  answer  to  Hie  king’s  speech,  drawn 
up  by  M.  Dupin.was  read  on  the  23d  ol  November, 
amid  frequent  mariners.  It  was  still  the  subject  of 
debate  at  the  date  of  our  latest  advices,  and  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  be  greatly  modified  before 
adoption.  The  debate  had  latterly  assumed  a very 
personal  character,  chiefly  between  M.  Thiers  and 
his  successor,  M.  Guizot.  The  former  was  ex- 
ceedingly personal  and  vehement. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  had  passed  the  bill  fora 
loan  of  5 millions  oi  francs,  towards  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  by  the  late  inundations. 

The  ceremony  of  the  christening  of  the  duke  de 
Chartres  was  celebrated  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace 
of  the  Tuiiieiies.  The  archbishop  of  Paris  christen- 
ed the  young  prince. 

The  death  of  the  beautiful  princess  Borghcse  was 
occasioned  by  taking  cold  during  a ride  on  horse- 
back, and  getting  very  wet.  Her  funeral  was  ce- 
lebrated with  great  pomp,  all  the  poor  of  the  city, 
with  lighted  torches,  assisting,  and  bewailing  the 
loss  of  their  benefactress.  The  streets  through 
which  the  procession  passed  were  illuminated,  and 
flowers  arid  garlands  thrown  on  the  funeral  car  as 
it  was  drawn  by  the  people  to  the  cemetery. 

Negotiations  are  said  to  be  concluded  for  the 
marriage  of  the  due  de  Nemours  to  the  queen  of 
Spain. 

It  appears,  fio.-.i  official  returns,  that  the  number 
of  houses  destroyed  by  the  lale  inundations  on  the 
banks  of  the  Saone,  in  the  department  of  the  Ain, 
amounts  to  1,094,  without  including  106  houses  se- 
riously damaged,  which  makes  the  entire  number 
amount  to  1,200. 

AUSTRIA. 

Vienna,  Nov.  23.  News  wa3  received  here  yes- 
terday from  a pretty  good  quarter,  though  not  posi- 
tively certain,  that  the  pasha  of  Bagdad  was  on  ids 
way  to  occupy  Damascus.  It  seems  that  it  was 
a rocket  thrown  from  the  Austrian  frigate  La 
Guerrcre  that  blew  up  the  powder  magazine  at  S*. 
Jean  d’Acre,  by  which  the  garrison,  a great  part 
of  which  was  buried  under  tiie  ruins,  was  induced, 
to  evacuate  the  fortress  The  archduke  Frederick 
and  the  officers  who  fust  ventured. to  enter,  met 
with  no  resistance.  The  stores  captured  are  im- 
mense. 

Trieste , Nov.  22.  The  news  of  the  taking  of  St. 
Jean  d’Acre  lias  caused  a great  sensation  here. — 
The  allied  troops  found  immense  quantity  cf  ammu- 
nition arid  provisions  in  the  fortress.  It  is  surpris- 
ing that  the  Egyptian  troops,  who  might  have  em- 
ployed the  night  of  the  third  in  saving  the 
public  treasure  neglected  to  do  so.  There  was  at 
Acre  a sum  of  two  millions  (query,  piastres  or 
florins?)  which  belonged  to  the  Egyptian  govern- 
ment. The  news  of  the  taking  of  Damascus  has 
come  by  way  of  Athens;  but  many  persons  doubt  it, 
though  it  is  said  to  come  from  good  authority. 

Vol.  IX— StG.  18. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION COMPLETE. 


aggregate  vote. 


ELECTORAL  VOTE. 


Presi- 

dent. 


Maine 

N.  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

N.  Carolina 

S.  Carolina* 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 

Obio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Michigan 

Total  vote 


Whig  majoriivl 


The  following  is  the  result  of  tiie  presidential 
election,  stated  thus: 

NEW  ENGLAND  STATES. 

1840.  1836. 

, * V . * 


Vice  presi- 
dent. 


8 

Vi 

IZ 

£ 

-2! 

2." 

o 

53 

M 

.a 

!§ 

3 

Ol 

o 

-5 

o 

o 

46,612 

46,201 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

25.4S3 

33,919 

0 

7 

0 

7 

<i 

0 

32.445 

18,009! 

7 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

72,874 

51,944 

14 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

5,213 

3.263 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

31.212 

24,SS2 

8 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

225,812 

212,519 

42 

0 

42 

0 

0 

0 

33,351 

31,034 

S 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 44.018 

143,675 

30 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

5.963 

4.872 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

33,529 

28,754 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

41,405 

42,8181 

0 

23 

0 

22 

0 

1 

46,376 

33.7S2 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

11 

0 

40,349 

31,959 

11 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

2 1,47 1 

33,991 

0 

7 

0 

7 

0 

0 

19,518 

16,995 

4 

0 

4 

t 

0 

0 

1 1,296 

7,617 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

4,961 

6 766 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

59,054 

47,482 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

58,489 

32,0/6; 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

143,141 

124,730 

21 

0 

21 

0 

0 

0 

65,302 

5 ! .604; 

9 

0 

9 

0 

(1 

0 

45.537 

47.476' 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

21,441 

23,043! 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

22,911 

21,106' 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1,269,763 

1,126,137 

234 

60 

234 

48 

tl 

1 

1,128,137 

6u 

60 

143,626 

174 

174 

STATES. 

Harrison. 

V.  Bure  n. 

Whig. 

V.  Buren 

Maine 

46,612 

46,201 

15,239 

22,990 

N.  Hampshire  25,483 

33,919 

6,228 

20,097 

V errnont 

32,445 

18,009 

20,9.90 

14,039 

Massachusetts  72,874 

51,944 

42,247 

34.474 

Rhode  Island  5,213 

3,263 

2 710 

2,964 

Connecticut 

31,212 

24.8S2 

IS, 749 

19,291 

213, S39 

173,213 

106,163 

113,855 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

New  York 

225,812 

212,519 

138,543 

166,815 

Pennsylvania  144,018 

143,675 

87,111 

91,475 

Maryland 

33,529 

23,754 

25.S52 

22,268 

New  Jersey 

33,351 

31,034 

26.892 

26.317 

Delaware 

5,963 

4,872 

4,738 

4,155 

442,673 

420,354 

283,136 

311,060 

WESTERN  STATE 

Ohio 

148,141 

124,780 

105,405 

96,948 

Indiana 

65,302 

51.604 

41,281 

32,480 

Kentucky 

58,439 

32,616 

36,955 

33,435 

Michigan 

22,911 

21,106 

4,030 

7,360 

Illinois  s 

45,537 

47,476 

14,983 

18,097 

Missouri 

21,441 

28,043 

8,337 

10,995 

Tennessee 

59,054 

47,432 

35,962 

26,120 

420,875 

353,107 

247,003 

225,435 

SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Virginia 

41.405 

42.818 

23,368 

30,261 

North  Carolina 46,376 

33,782 

23,626 

26,910 

South  Carolina 

Alabama 

28,471 

33,991 

15.637 

19,068 

Mississippi 

19,518 

16,995 

9,688 

9,979 

Arkansas 

4,961 

6,766 

1 ,238 

2,400 

Louisiana 

11,296 

7.G17 

3.333 

3,653 

Georgia 

40,349 

31.939 

24,930 

22,126 

192,376 

173,953 

101,870 

114,397 

1840. 

1836. 

Harr. 

Whig. 

V.B. 

New  England,  . . 

35,621 

— 

7,692 

Middle  states,  . . 

21,819 



27,924 

Western  states,  . . 

67,763 

21,568 



Southern  states,  . . 

18,418 

— 

12,527 

Har.  inaj.  1840, 

143,626 

26,575 

21,568 

48,143 

21,568 

Whig  gain  since  1836, 

170,201 

26,575 

From  tiie  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  eve- 
ry seclion  of  tiie  union  gives  Harrison  a majority, 
and  also  what  has  been  the  wliis 


*South  Carolina  chooses  her  electors  by  the  legisla- 
ture. 


THE  NAVY. 

Navy  orders — Dec.  2 — Mid.  C.  S.  Macdonough, 
naval  school,  Philadelphia. 

3 — Lieut.  W.  E.  Hunt,  receiving  ship,  N.  York. 

Passed  mid.  E.  Lanier,  detached  from  receiving 
sf iij),  Norfolk,  witli  leave  3 months. 

Lieuts.  W.  D.  Newman,  E.  M.  yard,  detached 
from  ship  Preble,  with  2 months  leave. 

Marine  corps — Oct.  2 — 2d  lieut.  R.  D.  Taylor, 
ordered  to  join  the  schooner  Wave  at  Key  West, 
with  orders  to  relieve  lieut.  Terret  in  the  command 
at  Indian  Key,  E.  F.  on  tiie  arrival  ol  the  Wave  at 
that  place. 

31 — 1st  lieut.  J.  G.  Reynolds,  ordered  to  report  to 
com.  Downes,  a3  the  senior  and  commanding  ma- 
rine officer  on  board  the  fiigate  Constellation. 

Nov.  2 — 2d  lieut.  E.  L.  West,  ordered  to  report 
to  lieut.  col.  Freeman,  at  the  navy  yard,  Charles- 
town, Mass,  for  duty. 

2d  lieut.  Isaac  R.  Wilson,  ordered  to  report  to 
com.  Stewart,  at  Philadelphia,  for  duty  on  board  the 
schooner  Flirt. 

Nov.  10 — Capt.  A.  N.  Brevoort,  ordered  to  Pen- 
sacoia,  to  relieve  lieut.  Williams  in  the  command  of 
the  marines  at  tiiat  place. 

1st  lieut.  A.  H.  Gillespie,  ordered  to  Pensacola, 
to  attend  to  such  duties  as  the  quartermaster  and 
paymaster  of  tiie  corps  may  require  of  him  on  that 
station. 

13 — 2J  lieut.  A.  S.  Taylor,  ordered  to  report  to 
lieut.  col.  Miller,  for  duty  at  Philadelphia. 

18 — 1st  lieut.  D.  D.  Baker’s  leave  of  absence  ex- 
tended for  two  months. 

23 — Capt.  J.  G.  Williams,  ordered  to  report  at 
head  quarters  when  relieved  by  capt.  Brevoort. 

Promotions — Nov.  19 — Capt.  Levi  Twiggs,  to  be 
major,  to  take  rank  from  the  loth  Nov.  vice  Biootn 
deceased. 

1st  lieut.  JobG.  Wiiliams,  to  be  caplain,  to  take 
rank  from  the  15th  November,  vice  Twiggs,  nro- 

. , OO  J I 

moted. 

Nov.  l—2d  lieut.  Thomas  T.  Sloan,  to  be  1st 
lieut.  vice  Watkins,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Addison  Garland,  to  be  1st  lieut.  to  take 
rank  from  the  15th  November,  1840,  vice  Williams, 
promoted. 

. appointments — Nov.  4 — Robert  Tansill,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  he  2d  lieut.  vice  Sloan,  promoted. 

John  J.  Berret,  to  be  2d  lieut.  November  15, 
1840,  vice  Gailand,  promoted. 

Deaths — Major  and  brevet  lieut.  coi.  Charles  R. 
Broom,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  on  the  14th  Novem- 
ber, 1840. 

1st  lieut.  Thos.  L.  C.  Watkins,  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  on  the  31st  October,  1840. 

[ Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  U.  S.  schoonher  Flirt,  McLaughlin,  from 
Philadelphia  on  a cruise  to  the  south  arrived  at  Sa- 
vannah on  the  5th  inst. 

The  ship  May  Flower,  from  Stockholm,  has 
brought  out  for  the  U.  S.  government,  as  models, 
24  pieces  of  light  artillery,  together  with  two  pieces 
of  tiling  artillery,  ordered  by  the  ofiicers  who  were 
sent  by  tn.e  government  upon  a military  tour  in 
Europe. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Salaries  of  the  different  state  gover- 
nors. A comparative  exhibition  of  tiie  salaries  re- 
cieved  by  the  governors  of  the  different  states  and 
teriitories  in  the  union,  presents  a curious  dispro- 
portion. We  will  begin  with  the  highest  salaried 
governor,  and  end  with  the  lowest. 

Andre  ii.  Roman,  of  New  Orleans,  go- 
vernor of  Louisiana  to  January  4,  1843, 
receives  a salary  of  $7,500  00 

Maryland  pays  tile  next  liighpst  salary. 

William  Grason,  of  Annapolis,  whose 
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term  will  expire  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  1842,  receives  ' 4,200  00 

William  H.  Seward,  governor  of  N.  York, 

until  January  1,  1843,  has  a salary  of  4,000  00 
David  R.  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  term 
expires  on  the  3d  Tuesday  in  January, 

. 1842,  salary  4,000  00 

Charles  J.  McDonald,  of  Georgia,  term 

expires  in  November,  1841,  salary  4,000  00 
Marcus  Morton,  of  Massachusetts,  term 
expires  first  Wednesday  in  January, 

1841,  salary  3,666  67 

B.  K.  Hennegan,  lieutenant  and  acting  go- 
vernor of  South  Carolina,  term  of  ser- 
vice expires  in  December,  1840,  salary  3,500  00 
Arthur  P.  Bagby,  of  Alabama,  term  of 
service  expires  on  the  1st  Monday  in 
December,  1841,  salary  3,500  00 

Thomas  W.  Gilrner,  of  Virginia,  term  of 
service  expires  31st  March,  1843,  salary  3,333  33 
Alexander  G.  McNutt,  of  Mississippi, 
term  of  service  expires  January,  1S42, 
salary  3,000  00 

Robert  P.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  term  ex- 
pires in  September,  1S41,  salary  2,500  00 

Robert  R.  Reid,  governor  of  Florida  ter- 
ritory, term  ends  in  December,  1842, 
salary  2,500  00 

Henry  Dodge,  of  Wiskonsin,  terra  ends 
July  3,  1842,  salary  2,500  00 

Robert  Lucas,  of  Iowa,  term  expires  in 
July,  1844,  salary  2,500  00 

William  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  term 
expires  October,  1840,  salary  2,000  00 

John  M.  Morehead.of  North  Carolina, 

term  expires  in  January  1,  1S43,  salary  2,000  00 
James  S.  Conway,  of  Arkansas,  term  ex- 
pires in  November,  1840,  salary  2,000  00 

James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  term  ex- 
pires in  October,  1841,  salary  2,000  00 

William  Woodbridge,  of  Michigan,  term 

expires  January  1,  IS42,  salary  2,000  00 

T.  Reynolds,  of  Missouri,  term  ends  No- 
vember, 1844,  salary  2,000  00 

John  Fairfield,  Maine,  term  ends  on  the 

fiist  Wednesday  in  January,  1341,  salary  1,500  00 
Wilson  Shannon,  of  Ohio,  term  expires 
on  the  1st  Monday  in  December,  1840, 
salary  1,500  00 

Samuel  Bigger,  of  Indiana,  term  ends  in 
December,  1843,  salary  1,500  00 

Thomas  Carlin,  of  Illinois,  term  expires  on 
the  1st  Monday  in  December,  1842, 
salary  1,500  00 

($500  of  this  is  for  rent  and  travelling 
expenses.) 

Cornelius  P.  Comegys,  of  Delaware,  term 
expires  on  the  3d  Tuesday  in  1841, 
salary  1,333  33 

John  Page,  of  New  Hampshire,  term  ex- 
pires on  the  1st  Wednesday  in  June, 

1841,  salary  1,200  00 

The  governor  of  Connecticut  receives  1,100  00 

The  governor  of  Vermont  has  a salary  of  750  00 

Samuel  W.  King,  of  Rhode  Lland,  his 
term  of  service  will  expire  on  the  fiist 
Wednesday  in  May,  1841,  salary  — 400  00 

By  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
governor  of  Louisiana  receives  the  highest  salary, 
$■7,500,  and  that  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island  re- 
ceives the  lowest,  $400. 

HEW  HAMPSHTRE. 

Census  of  the  stale  for  the  years  1830  and  1840. 

Merrimack  county. 

1S40. 
2,454 
1,640 
816 
1,016 
1,413 
1,336 
1,719 
1,332 
1,361 
2,159 
1,212 


1,161 

286 

1,006 

496 

481 

1,755 

683 

2,015 

1,546 

2.065 


1830. 

1840. 

1830. 

Allenstown 

483 

455 

Hopkinton 

2,474 

Andover 

1,324 

1,169 

Loudon 

1,642 

Boscawen 

2,093 

1,965 

Newbury 

798 

Bow 

1,065 

1,001 

New  London  913 

Bradford 

1,285 

1,331 

Northfield 

1,169 

Canterbury  1,663 

1,643 

Pembroke 

1,312 

Chichester 

1,084 

1.02S 

Pittsfield 

1,271 

Concord 

3,727 

4,903 

Salisbury 

1,379 

Dunbarton 

1,067 

95(1 

Sutton 

1,424 

Epsom 

1,418 

1,205 

Warner 

2,221 

Franklin 

1,370 

1,28! 

Wilruot 

934 

Henniker 

1,725 

1,715 

Hooksett 

880 

1,175 

34,619 

Cheshire  county. 

Alstead 

1,559 

1,454 

Rindge 

1,269 

Chesterfield  2,046 

1,765 

Roxbury 

322 

Dublin 

1,218 

1,075 

Stoddard 

1,159 

Fitzwilliam  1,229 

1,366 

Sullivan 

555 

Gilsum 

642 

656 

Surry 

539 

Hinsdale 

937 

1,141 

Swanzey 

1,816 

J a drey 

1,354 

1,411 

Troy 

676 

Keene 

2,374 

2,611 

W alpole 

1,979 

Marlboroug 

l 822 

831 

Westmorel’d  1,647 

Marlow 

645 

626 

Winchester  2,052 

Nelson 

875 

835 

— 

Richmond 

1,301 

1,165 

27,016 

Atkinson 

Brentwood 

Candia 

Chester 

Danville 

Deerfield 

Derry 

East  Kings’ 

Epping  1 

Exeter  2 

Gostport 

Greenland 

Hampstead 

Hampton  1 

Hamp.  Falls 

Kensingston 

Kingston 

London’ry  1 

New  Castle 


558 

891 

,362 

089 

528 

,086 

178 

442 

268 

,759 

103 

681 

913 

,103 

582 

712 

929 

,469 

850 


1830. 
Newington  549 
N.  Market  2,013 
Newtown  510 
N.  Hampton  767 
North  wood  1,342 
Nottingham  1,157 
Plaistow  591 
Poplin  429 

Portsmouth  8,0S2 
Raymond  1,000 
Rye 
Salem 
Sandown 
Seabrook 
S.  Hampton 
Stratham 
Windham 


Albany  325 
Alton  1,993 

Barnstead  2,047 
Barrington  1,895 
Brookfield  671 
Center  Harbor  577 


419 
1,601 
5,549 
1,606 
1,432 
191 1 


Chatham 
Conway 
Dover 
Durham 
Eaton 
Effingham 
Farmington  1,464 
Freedom* 
Gilinanton 
Gilford 
Lee 

Mad  bury 


Rockingham  county. 
1830.  1840 
567 
8SS 
1,430 
2.173 
538 
1,953 
2,034 
551 
1,234 
2,935 
115 
726 
890 
1,320 
656 
647 
1,032 
1,556 
742 
Straffor 
406 
2,002 
1,945 
1,845 
553 
584 
523 
1,811 
6,45S 
1,498 
1,710 
1,195 
1,380 
926 
3,485 
2,072 
906 
489 


1,172 

1,310 

553 

1,096 

467 

838 

1,776 


1840. 

543 

2,746 

541 

885 

1,182 

1,193 

626 

428 

7,S37 

9S9 

1,205 

1,408 

525 

1,392 

462 

875 

926 


44,552  45,790 


3,816 

1,370 

1,009 

510 


d county. 
Meredith  2, 
Middleton 
Milton  1, 

Mooltonbo’  1. 
N.  Durham  1. 
N.  Hampton  1, 
Ossipee  1 

Rochester  2. 
Sandbornton2 
Sandwich  2. 
Somersw’th  3 
Stafford 
Tamworrh 
T uftonboro: 
Wakefield 
Wolfeboro’ 


682 

562 

273 

422 

162 

904 

935 

155 

S66 

743 

090 

200 

554 

375 

470 

928 


3.443 
483 
1,322 
1,752 
1,032 
1,812 
2,170 
2,431 
2,745 
2,625 
3,283 
2,021 
1,715 
1,281 
1,396 
1,9  IS 


Amherst 
Antrim 
Bedford 
Brookline 
Deering 
Francest’wn  1,540 
Goffstown  2,213 
Greenfield 
Hancock 
Hilisboro’ 

Hollis 
Hudson 
Litchfield 
Lyndeboro’  1,147 
Manchester  887 
Mason  1,433 


Hilsborou 
1,657  1,565 


1,309 

1,554 

627 

1,227 


946 

1,316 

1,792 

1,501 

1,282 

505 


1,225 

1,549 

652 

1,124 

1,308 

2,366 

S34 

1,345 

1.80S 

1,333 

1,144 

481 

1,033 

3,235 

1,275 


58,916  61,119 

X h county. 

Merrimack  1 
Milford  1 
Ml.  Vernon 
Nashua  2 
New  Boston  1 
N.  Ipswich  1 
Pelham  1 
Peterboro’  1 
Sharon 
Society  Land 
Temple 
Weare  2 
Windsor 
Wilton 


,762  42,478 


Alexandria  1. 
Bath  1 

Bethlehem 
Bridgewater 
Bristol 

Campton  1. 

Canaan  1 

Coventry 

Dame’s  Gore 

Danbury 

Dorchester 

Ellsworth 

Enfield  1 

Franconia 

Grafton  1 

Groton 

Hanover  2 

Haverhill  2 

Hebron 
Hill  1 

Holderness  1 


.083 

,626 

665 

783 

799 

31S 

,423 

441 

785 

702 

234 

,492 

443 

,207 

689 

,361 

,153 

538 

,090 

,429 


Grafton  county. 
Landaff 
Lebanon 
Lincoln 
Lisbon 
Littleton 
Lyman 
Lyme 


Bartlett 
Berlin 
Cambridge 
Carroll 
Clarksville 
Cole  brook 
College  Grant 
Columbia  422 
Crawford’s  Grant 


644 

73 

108 

88 

542 


1,284 
1,591 
779 
747 
1,153 

1.513 
1,576 

413 
54 
800 
769 
300 

1.514 
523 

1,201 
870 
2,613 
2,675 
508 
999 
1,528 
Coos  county. 


951 

1,863 

50 

1,4S5 

1,435 

1,321 

1,804 


Nash  & Sawyer’s  Loc 
Orange 
Or  ford 
Piermont 
Plymouth 
Rumney 
States  Land 
Thornton 
Warren 
Waterville 
Wentworth 
Woodstock 


405 

1,839 

1,042 

1,175 

993 

1,049 

702 

96 

624 

291 


957 
,754 
76 
GS2 
778 
496 
,785 
, 17 
463 
707 
057 
282 
110 
4 

,045 

938 

63 

119 

472 


38,691  42,215 


Acworth 
Charlestownl,778 
Claremont  2,526 
Cornish 
Croydon 
Goshen 
Grantham 
Langdon 
Lempster 


Sullivan  county. 
1,401  1,450  Newport 

1,722  - ' - - 
3,217 
1,726 
956 
779 
1,034 
615 
941 

Recapitulation , 
1S30. 


1,6S7 

1,057 

772 

1,079 

667 

999 


1 

Plainfield  1 
Springfield  1 
Unity  1 
Washington  1 
Wendell 


913  1,958 
,581  1,552 

202  1,252 

,25S  1,218 

,135  1,103 

637  795 


Rockingham 

Strafford 

Merrimack 

Hillsborough 

Cheshire 

Sullivan 

Grafton 

Coos 

Total 


44,552 

58,916 

34,619 

37,762 

27,016 

19,6S7 

38,691 

8,390 

269,633 


19,6S7  20,318 


1840. 

45,790 

61,119 

36,282 

42,478 

26,430 

20,318 

42,215 

9,S49 

2S4,4S1 

269,633 


Dalton 
Dummer 
Dixviile 
Errol 
Gorham 
Hart’s  Location 
Hale’s  Location 
Indian  Stream 


was  taken. 


532 

65 


30 

111 


Increase  in  10  years  14,848 

7-S“In  the  foregoing  there  are  2 males  and  7 females 
over  100  years,  94  males  and  167  females,  between 
90  and  100.  The  oldest  person  is  a female  110 
years  of  age,  residing  in  Brookfield.  Total  number 
of  males,  139,326;  females,  145,155.  There  are 
67,935  engaged  in  agriculture,  1,382  in  commerce, 
17,706  in  manufactures  and  trades,  497  in  naviga- 
tion of  the  ocean,  209  navigation  of  lakes  and  rivers, 
1,422  in  the  learned  professions,  1,403  pensioners; 
179  deaf  and  dumb;  154  blind;  177  insane  and  idiots 
at  public  charge;  30S  insane  and  idiots  at  private 
charge;  2 universities  and  colleges  with  430  stu- 
dents; 68  academies  with  5,746  scholars;  2,110 
.common  schools  with  81,890  scholars;  only  927 
persons  over  twenty  years  of  age,  who  cannot  read 
or  write.” 

“Colored  persons,  males  249,  females  281,  who 
are  included  in  the  foregoing  total  number.” 

The  population  of  the  state  in  1S00  was  183,858; 
in  1810,214,460;  in  1820,  244,161;  in  1S30,  269,633. 
The  population  in  1840  is  2S4.4S0.  The  gain  in 
the  ten  years,  previous  to  1S30  was  24,152 — the 
gain  in  the  last  ten  years  was  only  14,S4S. 

The  increase  in  twenty-three  manufacturing 
towns,  viz:  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Salem,  Dover, 
Gilford,  Meredith,  Rochester,  Somersworth,  Con- 
cord, Hooksett,  Northfield,  Pittsfield,  Goffstown, 
Manchester,  Milford,  Nashua,  Peterborough,  Fitz- 
williara,  Keene,  Claremont,  Wendell,  Bristol  and 
Littleton,  is  15,055,  being  more  than  Ike  entire  in- 
crease of  the  state. 

The  increase  in  44  agricultural  towns  is  7,062. 

Fifty-five  towns  present  a diminution  each  of  over 
fifty  persons. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  for  a larger  portion  of 
the  increase  of  the  manufacturing  towns  there  will 
be  a corresponding  decrease  in  most  of  the  towns 
surrounding  them — going  to  show  that  the  manu- 
facturing villages  engross  the  business  and  popula- 
tion of  the  towns  in  their  vicinity. 

Hill’s  Patriot  remarks  on  the  decrease  of  popula- 
tion in  Portsmouth  and  Newcastle— 

“This  shows  a different  condition  from  that  of 
most  of  the  corresponding  seaports  ol  Massachusetts 
and  Maine;  for  in  those  there  has  been  the  greater 
increase.  The  increased  business  of  Dover,  Exeter 
and  Newmarket,  taking  away  the  country  business 
of  Portsmouth,  has  made  her  population  less.  For 
the  amount  of  population  we  believe  Portsmouth 
was  never  more  prosperous  than  she  now  is:  her 
wealth  has  undoubtedly  increased  if  her  population 
has  not.” 

The  population  of  Portsmouth  we  venture  to  say 
has  never  heen  greater  than  at  the  present  time. 
The  return  of  1830  was  evidently  incorrect.  1,461 
voters  were  checked  at  our  last  town  meeting — 


706 

Tacksou 

515 

534 

more  than  200  more  than  ever  were  before. 

That 

156 

Jefferson 

495 

575 

some  voted  who  ought  not 

we  have  no  doubt — but 

5 

Kilkenny 

19 

it  is  hardly  to  he  presumed  that  that  number  would 

216 

Lancaster 

1,187 

3,316 

amount  to  the  increase. 

8S 

Milan 

57 

3S6 

CONNECTICUT. 

743 

.‘vlillsfield 

12 

Census  of  the  state  for  the  years  1830  and  1S40. 

3 

Northumber’d  342 

399 

Hartford,  county. 

620 

Pinkham’s 

Grant 

39 

Towns. 

1840. 

1830. 

Gain,. 

Loss. 

9 

Randolph. 

143 

115 

Hartford  city 

9,468  } 

9,789 

3,004 

664 

Shelburne 

312 

350 

Town  except  ci 

ty  3,325  ) 

57 

Stark 

236 

349 

Avon 

1,001 

1,025 

24 

4 

Stewartstown  529 

630 

Bristol 

2,109 

1,707 

402 

104 

Stratford 

443 

441 

Burlington 

1,202 

1,301 

99 

156 

Whitefield 

685 

751 

Berlin 

3,411 

3,037 

374 

44 

Wentworth’s  Location  25 

Canton 

1,736 

1,437 

299 

6 





East  Hartford 

2.3S9 

2,237 

152 

315 

8,390 

9,849 

East  "Windsor 

3,600 

3,536 

64 

Enfield, 

2,648 

2,129 

619 

insham  after  the 

census  of  1830 

Farmington 

2,041 

1,901 

140 

Glastenbury 

3,077 

2,980 

97 
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Towns. 

1840. 

1830. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Granby 

2,609 

2,733 

124 

Hartland 

1,060 

1,221 

161 

Manchester 

1,695 

1,576 

119 

Marlborough 

713 

704 

9 

Southington 

1,887 

1,844 

43 

Su  (field 

2,669 

2,690 

21 

Simsbury 

1,896 

2,221 

325 

Windsor 

Bloomfield 

Wethersfield 

2,283  } 
985  j 
3,824 

| 3,220 

3,853 

48 

29 

Total 

55,623 

51,141 

Nett  gain,  4,487. 

N.  Haven  city* 
Fair  Haven 

New  Haven  county. 

12,960  ) 

787  V 10,678  3,712 

Westville 
Bradford 
North  Bradford 
Cheshire 

643  ; 
1,323  ; 

1,016  t 
1,529  ' 

j 2,332 
1,780 

7 

251 

Derby 

2,852 

2,253 

599 

East  Haven 

1,382 

1,229 

153 

Guilford 

2,412 

2,344 

63 

Hamden 

1,797 

1,666 

131 

Milford 

2,455 

2,256 

199 

Meriden 

1,880 

1,708 

172 

Madison 

1,815 

1,809 

6 

Middlebury 

761 

S16 

55 

North  Haven 

1,349 

1,282 

67 

Orange 

1,329 

1,341 

12 

Oxford 

1,625 

1,763 

138 

Prospect 

548 

651 

103 

Southbury 

1,542 

1,557 

15 

Wallingford 

2,255 

2,41S 

163 

Woodbridge 

928  j 

^ 2 052 

77 

Bethany 

Waterbary 

1,171  i 

3,663  ' 

3.070 

593 

Wolcott 

633 

843 

210 

Total, 

48,690 

43,843 

Nett  gain. 

, 4,842. 

New  London  county. 


New  London 

5,523 

4,356 

1,172 

Norwich  city  4,200  ) 

Town  except  city'  3,039  S 

5,179 

2,060 

Bozrah 

1,063 

1,079 

16 

Colchester 

2,101 

2,073 

28 

Franklin 

1,000 

1,194 

194 

Groton 

2,963  ) 

4,805 

29 

Ledyard 

1,871  ) 

Griswold 

2,166 

2,212 

46 

Lyme 
East  Lyme 

2,854  \ 
1,439  J 

4,092 

201 

Lisbon 

1,052 

1,166 

111 

Lebanon 

2,194 

2,555 

361 

Montville 

1,990 

1,972 

18 

North  Stonington  2,270 

2,840 

570 

Preston 

1,727 

1,935 

208 

Stonington 

3,898 

3,401 

497 

Salem 

815 

959 

144 

Waterford 

2,33 1 

2,477 

146 

Total, 

44  501 

42,295 

Nett  gain, 

2,206. 

Fairfield  county. 

Bridgeport  city 

3,294  1 

2,800 

1,770 

1 own  except  city  l/ib) 

Fairfield 

Westport 

3,654  ) 
1,303  5 

4,226 

1,231 

Brookfield 

1,255 

1,255 

0 

0 

Darien 

1,080 

1,212 

132 

Danbury 

4,503 

4.311 

192 

Greenwich 

3,921 

3,801 

120 

Huntington 

1,323 

1,371 

43 

Monroe 

1,355 

1,522 

167 

Norwalk 

3,859 

3,702 

157 

Newton 

3,199 

3,096 

103 

New  Fairfield 

956 

939 

17 

New  Canaan 

2,213 

1,830 

388 

Redding 

1,675 

1,686 

11 

Ridgefield 

2,467 

2,305 

162 

Stamford 

3,516 

3,707 

191 

Sherman 

938 

947 

9 

Stratford 

1,808 

1,814 

6 

Trumbull 

1,205 

2,242 

37 

Weston 

2,560 

2,997 

437 

Wilton 

2,056 

2,097 

41 

Total 

49,926 

46,950 

Nett  gain 

2,976. 

Litchfield  county. 

Litchfield 

4,038 

4,456 

418 

Barkhamstead 

1,573 

1,715 

142 

Bethlem 

776 

906 

130 

Cornwall 

1,703 

1,714 

1 1 

Canaan 

2,166 

2,301 

135 

Colebrook 

1,234 

1,332 

93 

Goshen 

1,529 

1,734 

205 

Harwinton 

1.201 

1,516 

315 

Kent 

1,759 

2,001 

242 

Norfolk 

1,393 

1,485 

92 

*New  Ilaven  city,  Fair  Haven,  and  Westville  are 
ail  comprised  in  the  town  of  New  Haven. 


Towns. 

1840. 

1830. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

New  Hartford 

1,708 

1,766 

58 

New  Milford 

3,974 

3,979 

5 

Plymouth 

2,205 

2,064 

141 

Roxbury 

971 

1,122 

151 

Salisbury 

2,551 

2,530 

29 

Sharon 

2,407 

2,615 

208 

Torrington 

1,707 

1,651 

56 

Winchester 

1,666 

1,766 

100 

Woodbury 

1,947 

2,045 

98 

Warren 

873 

986 

113 

Washington 

1,622 

1,621 

1 

Watertown 

1,442 

1,500 

58 

Total 

40,445 

42,855 

Nett  loss 

2,410. 

Middlesex  county. 

Middletown  city  3,511 

6,892 

318 

Town  except  city  3,699 

Chatham 

3,413 

3,646 

233 

Durham 

1,095 

1,116 

21 

East  Haddam 

2,620 

2,664 

44 

Haddam 

2,593 

3,025 

427 

Killingworth 

1,130  ) 

2,484 

115 

Clinton 

1,239  j 

Say  brook 

3,417  j 

Chester 

974  J 

5,018 

655 

Westbrook 

1,182  j 

Total 

24.87S 

24,845 

Nett  gain  33. 

Windham  county. 

Brooklyn 

1,478 

1,451 

27 

Ash  ford 

2,651 

2,661 

10 

Canterbury 

1,786 

1,880 

91 

Chaplain 

794 

807 

13 

Hampton 

1,166 

1,101 

65 

Killingly 

3,685 

3,257 

428 

Plainfield 

2,384 

2,289 

95 

Pom  fret 

1,868 

1,978 

110 

Sterling 

1,099 

1,240 

141 

Thompson 

3,535 

3,380 

155 

Volunlown 

1,1S6 

1,304 

118 

Windham 

3,382 

2,812 

570 

Woodstock 

3,054 

2,917 

137 

Total 

28,071 

27,077 

Nett  gain,  994. 

Tolland  county. 

Bolton 

743 

744 

1 

Columbia 

842 

962 

120 

Coventry' 

2,017 

2,119 

102 

Ellington 

1,356 

1,455 

99 

Hebron 

1,732 

1,937 

205 

Mansfield 

2,276 

2.661 

385 

Stafford 

2,469 

2,515 

46 

Somers 

1,621 

1,-429 

192 

Tolland 

1,566 

1,693 

132 

Union 

667 

711 

44 

Vernon 

1,435 

1,164 

271 

Willington 

1,268 

1,305 

37 

Total 

17,992 

18,770 

Nett  loss,  708. 

Recapitulation. 

Conn  lies. 

1840. 

1830. 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Hartford 

55,628 

51.141 

4,487 

New  Haven 

48,690 

43,848 

4,842 

New  London 

44,501 

42,295 

2,206 

Fairfield 

49,926 

46,950 

2,976 

Litchfield 

40,445 

42.855 

2,410 

Middlesex 

24,878 

24.845 

33 

Windham 

28,071 

27.077 

994 

Tolland 

17,992 

18,700 

708 

Total 

310,131 

297,711 

15,538 

3,118 

Nett  gain  in  the  state  in  ten  years,  12,420. 

[New  Haven  Register. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  amount  of  interest  tailing  due  on  the  state 
debt  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  1st  of  February  next 
is  stated  by  a correspondent  to  be  $800,000. 

Dickinson  college,  for  a catalogue  ot  which,  tor 
1840,  we  are  indebted  to  col.  Sudler,  shows  the 
number  of  students  in  the  institution,  including  all 
departments,  to  be  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine. — 
The  hoard  of  instruction,  which  is  now  lull,  coin 
prises  the  following:  rev.  John  P.  Durbin,  D.  D. 
president;  Merritt  Caldwell,  A.  M.  professor  of 
mental  philosophy  and  political  economy;  William 
H.  Allen,  A.  M.  of  the  natural  sciences;  rev.  John 
McClintovk,  A.  M.  of  languages;  Thomas  E.  Sud- 
ler, A.  M.  of  mathematics;  hon.  John  Reed,  L.  I..  D. 
of  the  law  department;  rev.  Levi  Scott,  A.  M.  ol 
the  grammar  school;  Thomas  Bowman,  A.  M.  do. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  of  Vi  ginia.  A committee  of  the  house  of 
delegates  has  been  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  in  connection  with 
the  late  immense  defalcations.  Since  which  the 
house  has  passed  another  resolution,  by  a vote  ol 
108  lo  4,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  inquire 
what,  if  any,  were  the  reasons  connected  with  the 
removal  of  Anthony  Robinson,  jr.  from  the  office  ol 


cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  which  did  not 
equally  apply  to  John  Brockenbrough,  president  of 
that  institution;  and  if  any,  what  they  were. 

GEORGIA. 

The  tariff  and  a national  bank.  The  senate  of  this 
state,  by  a vote  of  43  to  34,  have  passed  a serious 
of  resolutions  denying  the  right  of  congress,  under 
the  constitution,  to  charter  a bank,  or  to  impose  a 
tariff  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures. 
Several  whigs  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolutions. 

The  constitutionality  of  a tariff  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue  for  the  support  of  government,  is  admitted 
on  all  hands;  and  by  the  operation  of  such  a tariff, 
domestic  manufactures  will,  of  course,  be  protected 
to  some  extent.  It  is  against  a tariff  laid  for  the 
sake  of  protection,  that  the  supporters  of  the  above 
mentioned  resolutions  object. 

ALABAMA. 

The  vole  of  electors.  By  an  extraordinary  over, 
sight  the  vote  of  Alabama  is  likely  to  prove  a nulli- 
ty. Speaking  of  the  voting  by  the  electors,  the  Tus- 
caloosa Monitor  says: 

“The  college  of  electors  having  been  called  to 
order  by  its  chairman,  col.  Reynolds,  of  Franklin, 
the  roll  was  then  called  by  their  secretary,  Geo.  I. 
Jones,  esq.  of  this  city,  when  each  elector  respond- 
ed, Martin  Van  Buren,  ofN.  York,  for  president  of 
the  U. States;  Richard M.  Johnson  for  vice  president.” 

If  that  be  the  way  in  which  the  proceedings  was 
conducted,  it  is  altogether  null  and  void,  the  consti- 
tution expressly  providing  that  the  vote  shall  be 
by  ballot — that  the  balloting  for  president  shall  be 
distinct  from  that  of  vice  president — and  that  these 
facts  shall  appear  on  the  face  of  the  certificate  of 
election.  [Nashville  Banner. 

ARKANSAS. 

Voles  for  electors — Official. 


V.  B. 

Har. 

V.B. 

Har. 

Arkansas, 

120 

Monroe,* 

Benton, 

245 

72 

Madison, 

253 

135 

Conway', 

201 

177 

Mississippi, 

73 

90 

Chicot, 

43 

191 

Marion,* 

Crawford,* 

Pulaski. 

499 

606 

Carroll, 

223 

68 

Pope, 

263 

183 

Crittenden, 

61 

95 

Phillips, 

247 

238 

Clarke, 

87 

119 

Pike, 

87 

23 

Deshea, 

78 

173 

Poinsett, 

130 

4 

Franklinf 

Randolph, 

252 

45 

Green,* 

Searcey,* 

Hempstead, 

251 

210 

Sevier, 

197 

76 

Hot  Spring 

103 

55 

Saline 

135 

142 

Independenc 

e,  198 

370 

Scott, 

112 

32 

Izard, 

174 

79 

St.  Francis, 

246 

82 

Jefferson, 

109 

173 

Union, 

173 

124 

Jackson, 

143 

107 

Van  Buren, 

151 

29 

Johnson, 

324 

160 

Washington 

620 

422 

Lafayette, 

25 

43 

White, 

46 

82 

Lawrence, 

214 

138 

— 

— 

6,04S  4,363 

The  proclamation 

of  the 

governor  of 

the  state  of 

Arkansas  announces  the  following  as  the  result  of 
the  election  held  in  that  state  on  the  1st  Monday  of 
November,  for  electors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

Van  Buren.  Harrison. 

John  Miller,  6,048  John  W.  Cocke,  4,362 
John  McClellan,  6,047  John  Ringgold,  4,363 
S.  M.  Rutherford,  6,049  Lewis  Evans,  4,361 
The  Little  Rock  Gazette  states,  that  returns  have 
been  received  from  four  counties  since  the  go- 
vernor’s proclamation  issued,  as  above,  and  that 
from  one  county  returns  are  not  yet  received.  Cor- 
recting an  error  in  their  arithmetic,  the  statement 
of  the  Gazette  would- show: 


V.  B.  mj. 


According  to  official  return 

as  above,  1,687 

V.  B. 

Har. 

Har.  mj. 

Crawford,  347 

335 

12 

Marion,  112 

21 

91 

Monroe,  44 

124 

80 

Green,  105 

18 

87 

Franklin,  not  included  in  the  proclamation 

60 

Searcey,  returns  not  yet  received;  estimated  50 

Total,  1.9S7 

SO 

Total  Van  Buren  majority,  1,907 

KENTUCKY. 

United  Slates  senator.  The  Louisville  Gazette  of 
the  19th  inst.  states  that  the  hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden 
has  been  re-elected  a senator  in  congress,  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  when  his  present 
term  expires. 

OHIO. 

The  inauguration  of  Thomas  Corwin,  as  governor 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  took  place  at  Columbus,  on 
Wednesday  the  16th  inst.  The  State  Journal  of  the 

*No  returns. 

tRejected  for  informality— 60  votes  for  Van  Buren. 
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same  day,  contains  his  inaugural  address,  of  which, 
that  paper  remarks  that  it  is  “just  such  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  known  abilities  of  the  author.” 
The  address  is  characterised  as  a profound,  judicious 
and  statesmanlike  document,  containing  much  to 
engage  the  attention  of  men  of  reflection,  statesmen 
and  political  economists. 

Aconsiderable  portion  of  the  address  of  gov.  Cor- 
win is  devoted  to  the  important  and  fruitful  subject 
of  banking,  in  its  various  aspects.  The  objections 
which  are  urged  against  the  system,  as  now  existing, 
are  stated, — their  degree  of  resonableness  analysed, 
and  so  far  as  founded  in  truth,  the  means  of  remedy 
discussed  or  suggested.  With  regard  to  the  gene- 
ral question,  as  to  the  utility  or  even  necessity  of 
banks,  in  a country  such  as  ours,  which  would  make 
the  most  of  its  means,  and  with  the  least  practicable 
delay,  the  following  paragraph  is  to  the  purpose: 

“If  the  community  were  deprived  of  that  credit 
which  is  now  furnished  by  banks,  any  one  conversant 
with  the  enterprising  spirit  of  our  people  will  at  once 
see  that  individuals  and  voluntary  associations  would 
furnish  that  credit  in  other  forms.  It  then  becomes 
a question,  which  of  these  two  is  safest  to  the  labor- 
ingand  producing  classes?  If  this  be  the  true  ques- 
tion, and  our  experience  is  not  utterly  deceptive, 
its  solution  at  once  results  in  favor  of  incorporated 
companies,  guarded  by  every  provision  which  the 
wisdom  of  the  legislature  may  suggest.” 

As  a means  of  improvement  in  the  state  banking 
system,  and  of  giving  greater  firmness  and  ability  to 
the  banks,  to  withstand  the  shocks  consequent  upon 
revulsions  in  the  business  of  the  country,  gov.  Cor- 
win suggests,  the  establishment  of  a state  bank, 
with  a convenient  number  of  branches  at  proper 
points  in  the  state — with  such  capital  as  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  would  seem  to  require.  The 
state  to  own  one-fifth  of  the  whole  stock,  and  each 
branch  to  own  the  balance  of  its  own  stork.  The 
whole  capital  to  be  pledged  for  the  liabilities  of  each 
branch;  and  the  amount  of  circulation,  at  any  and 
ail  the  branches,  to  bear  a proportion  to  the  capital 
employed — the  proporlion  to  be  fixed  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

Another  plan  of  reform  suggested  is,  to  “rechar- 
ter so  many  of  the  present  banks  of  die  slate,  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary,  and  such  of  them  only, 
as  on  thorough  examination  shall  be  found  to  be  in 
a sound  and  healthy  condition.” 

Either  of  these  plans  might,  it  is  suggested  in  the 
message,  be  made  to  work  beneficially  for  the  ge- 
neral interests. 

LOUISIANA. 


Votes  for  electors — Official. 


Parishes. 

Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

Plaquemines, 

40 

250 

St.  Bernard, 

173 

91 

Orleans, 

2,681 

1,748 

Jefferson, 

252 

86 

St.  Charles, 

69 

33 

St.  John  the  Baptist, 

133 

45 

■St.  James, 

379 

37 

Ascension, 

213 

218 

Assumption, 

289 

340 

Lafouche  Interior, 

538 

44 

Terrebonne, 

313 

20 

Iberville, 

204 

182 

West  Baton  Rouge, 

183 

84 

East  Baton  Rouge, 

324 

SOS 

East  Feliciana, 

36!) 

430 

West  Feliciana, 

253 

2S6 

St.  Helena, 

172 

233 

Livingston, 

127 

207 

Washington, 

450 

134 

St.  Tammany, 

204 

80 

Pointe  Coupee, 

147 

139 

St.  Martin, 

463 

103 

St.  Mary, 

308 

87 

Lafayette, — No'returns  received. 

St.  Landry,  > 
Calcasieu,  ) 

S36 

434 

Avoyelles, 

250 

205 

Rapides, 

475 

382 

Nachitoches,  ) 
Caddo,  V 

668 

631 

Claiborne, — No  returns  received. 

Ouachita, 

243 

130 

Union, 

74 

76 

Caldwell, — No  returns  received. 

Catahoula, 

259 

231 

Concordia, 

269 

113 

Madison, 

147 

111 

Carroll, 

96 

114 

— 

— 

Total, 

11,297 

7,617 

7,617 

Harrison  majority, 

3,630 

The  following  i3  tire  vote 
respectively: 

given  to 

each  elector 

Harrison. 

Van  Buren. 

Wm.  Debuys, 

11,296 

J.  B.  Plauche, 

7,596 

Jh.  Bernard, 

11,296 

P.  F.  Bossier, 

7,617 

L.  B arras. 

11,296 

T.  W.  Scott, 

7,596 

Jacques  Dupre, 

11,295 

S.  Hiriart, 

7,592 

Seth  Lewis, 

11,297 

T.  Landry, 

7,616 

ILLINOIS. 

LJniled  Stales  senator. 

Samuel  McRoborts  (Van 

Buren)  was,  on  the  16th  instant,  elected,  by  the  le- 


gislature of  Illinois,  to  be  a senator  of  the  United 
States  from  that  state  for  six  years  from  the  3d  day 
of  March  next,  when  the  term  of  Mr.  Senator  Ro- 
binson will  expire.  The  state  of  the  vote  was  as 
follows:  for  Mr.  McRoberts  77;  tor  Cyrus  Edwards 
(whig)  50  votes. 

MICHIGAN. 

Returns  of  votes  for  electors — Official. 

Hairison.  Van  Buren.  Hboliiion. 


Macomb, 

932 

1,124 

Mackinaw’, 

85 

79 

Branch, 

543 

616 

11 

Wayne, 

2,446 

2,237 

25 

Eaton, 

337 

229 

Ingham, 

254 

261 

11 

Berrien, 

549 

553 

3 

Genesee, 

512 

3S0 

13 

Monroe, 

939 

1,023 

1 

Washtenaw, 

2,526 

2,057 

60 

Kalamazoo, 

954 

744 

27 

Calhoun, 

1,143 

1,169 

33 

St.  Clair, 

517 

446 

Lapeer, 

491 

413 

Oakland, 

2,372 

2,366 

15 

Saginaw, 

S9 

100 

Barry, 

123 

105 

Van  Buren, 

1S2 

251 

Jackson, 

1,504 

1,121 

76 

Hillsdale, 

843 

721 

6 

Lenawee, 

2,118 

1,865 

8 

Cass, 

670 

527 

7 

St.  Joseph, 

800 

761 

Allegan, 

257 

174 

1 

Livingston, 

700 

842 

Ionia, 

266 

219 

2 

Clinton, 

221 

144 

Kent, 

319 

320 

Ottawa, 

81 

38 

Shiawasse, 

283 

151 

Chippewa,  (reported) 

18 

22,91 1 

21,106 

294 

21,106 

Harrison’s  maj.  1,805 

MR.  WRIGHT’S  SPEECH  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

In  senate — Thursday,  Dec.  17,  1840. 

Mr.  Wright  said  Ihe  honorable  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts ( Mr.  Webster)  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  open  tins  discussion  upon  the  message  of  the 
president,  pending  a simple  rnolion  to  refer  the  por- 
tions ot  it  to  which  he  had  alluded  to  the  appropri- 
ate committee  of  (he  seriate,  under  the  apprehen- 
sion expressed  by  him  that  the  publication  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  s'atemonts  and  views  of  the  presi- 
dent might  produce  erroneous  impressions  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  country.  A similar  ap- 
prehension entertained  by  Mr.  Wright  as  (o  the  re- 
marks ol  the  senator  moved  him  to  make  this  reply 
to  that  gentleman.  A belief  that  his  remarks  were 
calculated  (o  give  erroneous  impressions  as  to  (he 
message,  and  the  fiscal  condition  of  Ihe  country  at 
the  present  lime,  made  it  his  duty  to  notice  some  of 
the  positions  and  arguments  of  the  honorable  sena- 
tor, and  to  correct,  as  far  as  he  might  he  able,  (he 
errors  of  fact  and  conclusion  which  seemed  to  him 
iiave  been  committed.  This  lie  intended  to  do  as 
briefly  as  possible;  and  in  the  discussion  he  should 
endeavor  to  imitate  the  courtesy  which  had  so  clear- 
ly distinguished  the  language  and  manner  of  the 
honorable  senator. 

The  senator  first  referred  lo  page  eight  of  the 
message,  where  the  president  speaks  of  a national 
debt  and  a national  bank.  The  senator  did  not,  at 
that  time,  consider  it  within  his  object  to  make  any 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  president’s  obvervations 
as  to  a bank;  but  it  was  to  the  views  expressed  in 
the  message  on  the  subject  of  a national  debt,  lo 
which  his  attention  was  directed,  and  to  which  his 
attention  was  directed  with  that  point  and  force 
which  always  characterise  tire  senator’s  mind,  and 
he  might  perhaps  say,  on  this  occasion,  the  inge- 
nuity which  sometimes  characterises  his  arguments. 
He  had  asked  if  the  president  supposed,  or  if  any 
bod}’  supposed,  that  there  was  a party  in  this  country 
friendly  to  a national  debt,  per  se.  He  (Mr.  Wright ) 
did  not  believe  that  position  met  the  president’s  re- 
marks at  all,  for  he  did  not  understand  the  president 
as  oflei  ing  iiis  views  and  urging  his  reasons  against 
the  contraction  and  perpetuation  of  a national  debt 
on  tile  ground  that  it  was  a debt  to  be  contracted  for 


the  single  and  sole  love  of  the  debt  for  itself.  He 
understood  the  president  as  taking  other  and  higher 
ground,  and  as  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  his 
countrymen,  on  the  occasion  which  called  forth  that 
message,  the  evils  of  debt  under  any  circumstances 
whatever — under  whatever  circumstances  and  for 
whatever  consideration  contracted — and  attempting 
to  convince  them  that  it  should  be  avoided  at  all 
times  and  upon  ail  occasions,  and  for  ail  considera- 
tions, when  the  safety  and  honor  of  the  nation  will 
permit.  Such  he  understood  to  be  the  drift  and  pur- 
port of  the  message  upon  this  very  important  topic. 
Yet  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  prepared  to  go  further  than 
the  president  had  gone,  and  say  what  he  had  not 
said.  He  would  say,  not  that  there  is  a political 
party  in  this  country  in  favor  of  a national  debt, 
per  se,  but  that  there  are  interests  in  this  country  so 
in  favor  of  a national  debt;  interests  which  ever 
had,  do  now,  and  ever  will  favor  the  existence  and 
perpetuation  of  a national  debt,  per  se,  lor  itself,  for 
the  advantages  they  derive  from  it.  He  believed 
those  interests  existed  in  every  civilized  country — 
he  believed  they  were  ever  active — and  he  believed 
they  constituted  an  influence  against  which  it  was 
one  of  the  prominent  objects  of  the  president  to 
warn  congress  and  the  country.  What  are  those  in- 
terests which  naturally  favor  a national  debt  per  se, 
a national  debt  for  itself,  and  for  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  its  existence?  Retired  capitalists,  men 
who  have  withdrawn  from  business  with  a capital 
which  they  wish  to  preserve  for  themselves  and 
their  families,  constitute  one  such  interest.  Such 
persons  naturally  desire  a permanent  and  safe  in- 
vestment for  their  money;  and  it  is  most  rational 
that  they  should  vastly  prefer  their  country  as  their 
debiors,  if  it  be  of  good  standing  and  credit,  to  any 
other.  Look  at  England.  What  supports  and  per- 
petuates the  aristocracy  of  wealth  there  but  the 
British  national  debt?  It  rests  upon  the  debt,  and 
could  not  be  sustained  without  it — and  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  country  is  its  strength  and  power. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  spoke  not  of  this  interest,  as  now 
existing  in  this  country,  in  censure;  it  was  as  natu- 
ral as  existence  itself;  it  must  grow  up  in  every 
prosperous  community;  will  ever  exist  in  some 
form,  and  can  only  be  curbed  and  controlled  by  a 
people  and  government  fiee  from  debt. 

But  was  there  not  another  interest,  and  an  im- 
portant one  in  every  commercial  community,  which 
was  benefited  by,  and  therefore  wras  in  favor  of,  the 
existence  of  a national  debt  for  itself?  He  spoke  of 
that  great  interest  connected  with  foreign  com- 
merce, and  desirous  of  a medium  of  convenient  re- 
mittance between  its  own  and  foreign  countries. 
Why,  he  had  seen  frequently  the  utility  of  a na- 
tional debt  pressed  upon  the  country  for  this  cause; 
and  quite  recently  articles  had  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic newspapers — and  articles  written  with  great 
ability — stating  that  since  the  extinguishment  of 
our  debt,  fluctuations  in  our  paper  system  had  been 
more  frequent  and  more  deleterious,  and  contending 
that  the  existence  of  a national  debt,  and  its  influ- 
ence on  commercial  transactions  were  necessary  to 
give  that  system  stability.  But  a year  ago,  a pro- 
position was  deliberately  put  forth  of  that  charac- 
ter, recommending  that  this  country  should  create  a 
debt,  not  singly  to  furnish  these  commercial  accom- 
modations, but  urging  that  these  would  be  necessa- 
ry incidental  benefits,  while  other  great  objects, 
valuable  in  the  mind  of  the  writer,  were  supposed 
to  warrant  the  contraction  of  the  proposed  debt  of 
hundreds  of  millions.  These  were  not  all. 

There  was  a third  interest,  which  embraced  that 
class  of  enterprising,  acute  persons,  who  seek  a 
living,  and  their  fortunes,  by  dealing  in  stocks — the 
class  of  brokers.  They,  as  a class  of  men,  must 
be  attached  to  a national  debt,  per  se,  for  nothing 
could  be  more  desirable  in  the  stock  maiket  than 
an  abundance  of  national  stocks  and  securities,  and 
that  abundance  of  customers,  seeking  investments 
and  a market,  which  a full  supply  of  superior  stocks 
would  never  fail  to  present  to  that  department  of 
trade.  Such  securities,  too,  must  have  a tendency 
to  keep  the  prices  of  stocks  more  stable,  and  tints 
render  Ihe  profits  of  the  broker  more  certain,  and 
his  calling  more  safe,  if  not  more  lucrative. 

A further  interest,  having  the  same  natural  ten- 
dency, was  the  money  incorporations  of  the  coun- 
try, authorised  to  deal  in  stocks  and  exchange,  or 
practically  so  dealing,  with  or  without  authority. 
These  institutions,  more  naturally  than  the  bro- 
kers, must  favor  the  existence  of  a national  debt,/>er 
se,  inasmuch  as  the  profits  of  their  business  W'ould 
be  equally  involved,  while  (heir  own  stability  would 
be  much  more  essentially  promoted.  He  did  not 
enumerate  this  interest  with  any  political  reference. 
It  was  an  existing  interest  in  our  country  and  in 
every  commercial  country  in  the  worid;  and  it 
would,  most  likely,  continue  to  exist  so  long  as 
trade  and  commerce  existed.  Properly  restrained, 
it  was  a healthful  interest  to  trade  and  commerce, 
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while,  without  restraint,  it  was  a fearful  interest.  It 
was  always  active,  and  at  tunes  powerful  beyond 
the  careless  estimate  of  a confiding  people.  Yet  it 
was  an  interest  which  a people  free  from  debt  need 
not  fear,  but  from  which  any  people  loaded  with 
debt,  public  or  private,  had  every  thing  to  appre- 
hend. It.was  a corporate  interest,  representing  no 
feeling  to  which  human  beings  are  susceptible,  and 
destitute,  from  its  nature,  of  all  human  sympathies. 

There  was  still  another  interest  which  should  be, 
in  his  judgment,  in  favor  of  a national  debt,  per  se. 
He  referred  to  the  men  and  interests  in  the  country 
which  favored  the  establishment  and  preservation  of 
a national  bank  as  an  institution  to  regulate  our 
currency  and  credit.  He  did  not  speak  of  this  in- 
terest as  that  of  a political  party  in  the  country,  or 
as  connected  with  anjr  existing  political  party.  His 
object  was  to  follow  the  course  of  argument  of  (he 
honorable  senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  take  a 
financial  view  of  the  topics  under  discussion;  and 
he  believed  in  his  heart  that  every  man  who  desired 
the  establishment  and  perpetuation  of  a national 
bank  of  the  United  States  should  desire,  as  the  only 
safe  and  secure  foundation  for  such  an  institution,  a 
permanent  national  debt.  In  his  opinion,  that  was 
the  only  safe  corner  stone,  the  only  secure  defence, 
tor  a national  bank  in  this  country.  It  was  not  his 
object,  upon  the  present  occasion,  to  question  the 
patriotism,  or  purity  of  purpose,  of  any  friend  of  a 
national  bank.  He  would  not,  if  he  could  avoid  it, 
make  this  discussion  political,  much  less  partisan. 

He  had  looked  at  our  own  history,  and  found  that 
a national  debt  had  been  the  apology,  and,  as  he 
thought,  the  controlling  cause,  of  our  two  former 
national  banks;  and  he  believed  further,  that  the 
existence  and  continuance  of  the  debt  had  given  to 
both  the  most  of  the  permanency  and  stability  which 
they  had  manifested  to  the  country,  as  money  insti- 
tutions controlling  our  currency  and  credit. 

He  had  also  referred  himself  to  the  pecuniary  insti- 
tutions of  England,  and  became  equally  satisfied 
that  the  national  bank  there  could  not  sustain  itself 
for  an  hour,  with  its  conceded  power  over  the  pa- 
per system  of  that  commercial  country,  if  discon- 
nected from  the  British  national  debt.  The  capital 
of  the  bank  consists  of  the  debt,  and  the  country  is 
its  debtor  for  the  credit  it  commands.  How,  then, 
is  the  country  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  but  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  and  how  can  the  debtor,  though 
the  proudest  government  in  the  world,  control  the 
creditor,  while  these  embarrassing  relations  exist? 
It  cannot  be  done,  and  hence  the  Bank  of  England 
must  be  as  enduring  as  the  debt  of  England. 

So  here.  So  every  where.  When  a government 
is  in  debt,  a. id  requires  a permanent  credit  beyond 
its  means  of  payment,  it  may  require  a government 
bank  to  manage  and  regulate  its  fiscal  affairs;  to  ex- 
tend credit  when  its  necessities  require,  and  so  re- 
gulate private  business  as- to  make  that  extension 
safe  and  profitable  to  itself. 

He  must  then  repeat,  that,  in  his  judgment,  every 
man  and  every  interest,  in  this  country,  favorable 
to  a national  bank,  should  be  also  favorable  to  a 
national  debt,  as  the  only  safe  foundation  upon 
which  such  a superstructure  can  be  erected  with 
any  reasonable  promise  of  permanency. 

He  must  conclude,  therefore,  that  there  were  in 
this  country  interests — strong,  powerful  and  active 
intere  ts — in  favor  of  a national  debt,  per  se;  that 
these  interests  have  favored,  do  now  favor,  and  will 
continue  to  favor  the  contraction  and  perpetuation 
of  a national  debt  for  the  advantages  which  they  may 
derive  from  it,  and  that  the  president  was  wise  in 
warning  his  countrymen  against  their  influence  in 
tills  direction.  Other  interests  might  be  added  to 
the  enumeration,  but  these  were  sufficient  to  eluci- 
date the  argument,  and  show  the  danger  to  be  con- 
stantly apprehended. 

The  honorable  senator,  if  he  (Mr.  Wright)  had 
understood  him  correctly,  admitted  that  the  views 
of  the  president,  as  expiessed  in  his  message,  upon 
tile  subject  ol  a national  debt  were  correct  and 
sound,  but  seemed  to  question  his  right  to  give  them 
to  his  countrymen,  because,  as  he  contended,  they 
were  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  administration 
and  of  the  president  at  its  head. 

To  prove  this  position,  he  asserts  that  thenresent 
is  the  first  administration,  under  our  institutions, 
which  has  begun  a national  debt  in  time  ol  peace. 
The  assertion  is  true;  and  yet  is  it  a fair  presentation 
ot  the  point  intended  to  be  discussed?  Is  it  calcu- 
lated to  do  justice  to  the  president  or  to  his  adminis- 
tration? Why  did  not  the  senator  tell  us  that  the 
administration  of  general  Jackson  was  the  first,  un- 
der our  institutions,  which  ever  paid  a national  debt? 
It  would  have  been  as  true;  and  yet  the  assertion, 
presented  in  this  way,  would  have  been  calculated 
to  do  injustice  to  every  administration  preceding 
that  of  general  Jackson.  The  fact  is,  that  no  admi- 
nistration prior  to  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  ever 
existed  under  our  constitution  which  could  begin  a 


national  debt,  because  every  preceding  administra- 
tion had  found  a national  debt  in  existence.  Such 
a debt  was  contracted  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion, before  our  present  government  was  formed, 
and  wa3  first  finally  extinguished  during  the  admi- 
nistration of  general  Jackson,  and  yet  he  believed  he 
was  safe  in  saying  that  every  administration  had 
borrowed  money,  and  thus  added  to  the  existing 
debt,  and  had  made  payments  towards  its  extin- 
guishment. While,  therefore,  it  was  true  that  no 
administration  prior  to  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  had 
begun  a debt,  either  in  a time  of  peace  or  war,  and 
that  no  administration  prior  to  that  of  general  Jack- 
son  had  paid  off  and  extinguished  our  national  debt, 
it  was  also  true  that  all  administrations,  as  well  in 
peace  as  war,  had  borrowed  money,  contracted  debts 
and  paid  debts.  The  simple  assertion  of  the  senator, 
then,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  was  the  first  administra- 
tion which  had  begun  a debt  in  time  of  peace  did 
not  in  his  judgment,  and  he  pronounced  the  opinion 
with  deference,  present  fairly  to  the  country  the  pre- 
sident or  his  administration. 

It  might  be  proper  hereto  remark  that,  if  the  sub- 
sequent positions  of  the  senator  were  sound,  no  debt 
had  been  begun  under  Mr.  Van  Bnren’s  administra- 
tion, because  a national  debt  had  not  ceased  to  exist. 
That  which  had  been  treated  as  our  national  debt  in 
our  laws  and  in  our  fiscal  accounts  was  extinguish- 
ed during  the  administration  of  general  Jackson; 
but  if  the  items  of  Indian  and  other  claims  referred 
to  by  the  senator  are  to  be  set  dowm  as  items  of  na 
tional  debt,  then  has  our  national  debt  never  been 
paid,  and  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  can- 
not have  “begun”  such  a debt. 

The  true  and  fair  question  is,  however,  why  and 
under  what  circumstances  ha3  any  portion  of  debt 
been  contracted  under  this  administration? 

It  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  (Mr.  W.  said) 
to  spend  much  time  in  answering  this  inquiry,  as 
most  of  the  senators  present  were  members  of  the 
body  in  1837,  and  would  retain  personal  recollec- 
tions of  the  whole  matter.  All  would  remember  that 
congress  was  convened  extraordinarily,  for  the  sin- 
gle purpose  of  supplying  the  treasury  and  enabling 
it  to  preserve  the  public  faith  and  honor;  that  this 
call  was  not  made  at  a time  of  scarcity  or  want  in 
the  public  funds,  but  when  our  revenue  were  most 
abundant,  when  we  had  millions  on  deposite  with 
the  banks,  and  millions  due  from  them;  that  their 
inability  to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer,  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  congress,  created  the  want 
and  compelled  the  call  of  congress;  and  that  the 
same  inability  of  the  banks  compelled  us,  by  the  ad- 
mission of  all,  to  borrow  money  upon  the  credit  of 
the  people  to  keep  the  national  treasury  in  operation. 

This  new  debt  was  not,  then,  contracted,  or,  in 
the  language  of  the  senator,  “begun,”  because  the 
extravagance  of  the  administration  had  expended 
our  substance.  No;  but  because  our  trustees,  be- 
cause those  with  whom  the  money  of  the  people  had 
been  placed  for  safe  keeping,  could  not  pay  upon 
demand  according  to  our  laws — because  our  millions 
upon  millions  were  without  our  control,  in  the  keep 
ing  of  banking  institutions,  and  the  credit  of  the 
people  was  resorted  to,  to  sustain  the  faith  and  honor 
of  the  country.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  power 
then  conferred  upon  the  administration  to  contract  a 
debt?  If  his  recollection  served  him,  it  was 
$10,000,000.  And  what  were  our  dues  from  the 
banks  alone?  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  some  thirteen 
or  fourteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  bej’ond  that,  one 
of  the  prominent  and  worthy  objects  of  the  loan  was 
to  extend  indulgence  upon  duty  bonds  to  the  mer- 
chants of  the  country,  who  were  equally  distressed 
with  the  public  treasury  from  the  revulsions  of  the 
time.  Under  such  circumstances  it  was  that  the 
present  administration  “began  a debt  in  time  of 
peace.” 

The  next  position  of  the  honorable  senator  is,  that 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  expended 
much  more  money  annually  than  the  accruing  reve- 
nue. That  he  (Mr.  Wright)  believed  to  be  true; 
but  he  did  not  propose  to  follow  the  senator  at  all  in 
the  data  given  to  prove  the  position;  he  would  say, 
what  he  was  sure  would  not  be  controverted,  that 
the  administration  had  expended,  year  by  year,  just 
so  much  and  no  more  money  than  congress  had  ap- 
propriated and  ordered  to  be  expended;  that  every 
year  the  appropriations  of  congress  had  exceeded  by 
millions  the  estimates  of  expenditure  presented  to  it 
by  the  executive  departments;  and  that  it  was  a 
matter  for  congress  to  provide  the  means  to  meet 
the  expenditures  itself  directed.  But  it  would  not 
have  been  unjust  to  that  administration  if  the  ho- 
norable senator  had  said,  in  passing,  that,  during 
every  year  of  its  existence,  the  mass  of  the  public 
expenditures  had  been  materially  and  rapidly  reduc- 
ed. The  expenditures  of  1338  were  shown  by  the 
president’s  message  and  the  secretary’s  report — the 
two  documents  to  which  the  senator  had  referred  in 
this  discussion — to  be  less  than  those  of  1337. — 


Those  of  1839  were  some  six  millions  less;  those  (or 
1840  had  been  from  two  to  three  millions  less  than 
those  tor  1839,  and  the  estimates  for  1841  were  ma- 
terially less  than  those  for  any  preceding  year. 

This,  then  was  both  sides  of  the  book,  it  was  the 
present  administration  as  it  is,  in  reference  to  expen- 
ditures. During  its  term,  those  expenditures  had 
been  undergoing  a rapid  reduction,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  its  lour  years  to  the  present  hour. — 
This  was  a just  and  entire  view  of  the  matter. 

The  next  position  taken  by  the  honorable  senator 
was  the  most  material  one  in  his  argument,  and 
without  which  Mr.  W.  might  not  have  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  make  this  reply.  The  senator  did 
not  even  assert  his  point;  but,  in  a manner  most 
courteous,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  president 
had  made  a variety  of  mistakes  and  omissions  in  his 
statement  of  the  present  national  debt,  as  given  in 
his  message;  that  the  country  is,  in  fact,  more  in 
debt  than  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  treasury 
have  represented  it  to  be,  and  that,  without  his  cor- 
rection of  these  mistakes,  these  excesses  of  debt 
might  be  charged  over  to  the  coming  administration, 
and  the  present  might  retire  under  appearances 
more  favorable  than  the  facts  would  warrant. 

To  examine  these  opinions  and  apprehensions  of 
the  honorable  senator,  and  to  try  them  by  the  facts, 
should  now  be  his  aim  and  effort,  and  was  the  pur- 
pose which  had  principally  induced  him  to  appear 
before  the  senate  upon  the  present  occasion. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  president  had  referred  to 
the  balance  of  outstanding  treasury  notes  truly.  He 
had  stated  that  the  amount  unredeemed  did  not  ex- 
ceed four  and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  but  the  i oin- 
plaint  was  that  he  had  represented  thal  as  the  whole 
debt  ot  the  country  at  the  present  time,  and  as  the 
amount  which  would  constitute  the  whole  debt  at 
the  time  when  he  should  hand  over  the  administra- 
tion of  its  affairs  to  his  successor.  Now,  how  had 
the  senator  sought  to  show  that  the  president  had 
been  mistaken?  By  referring  lo  what  was  called  the 
trust  funds;  and  principally,  and,  he  believed,  en- 
tirely, to  those  portions  of  those  funds  which  apper- 
tain to  the  Indians.  In  reference  to  (he  Indian.trust 
funds,  he  said  not  that  the  fact  was  so,  but  that,  on 
examination,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  portions 
of  them  had  been  actually  expended  for  the  ordina- 
ry uses  of  the  treasury,  and  were  now  a debt  rest- 
ing upon  the  country;  that  the  moneys  stipulated  by 
Indian  treaties  to  be  invested  had  not  all  been  in- 
vested, but  that  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars of  those  moneys  had  been  paid  out  and  expend- 
ed, and  w-ere  now  a debt  against  the  treasury.  He 
(Mr.  Wright)  had  taken  as  much  pains  to  obtain  in- 
formation upon  these  points  as  the  time  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  senator’s  remarks  were  made 
would  permit;  and,  a3  he  designed  to  state  the  facts 
fairly,  plainly  and  truly,  as  tar  as  he  was  able,  and 
as  the  various  Indian  treaties  varied  in  their  provi- 
sions as  to  the  trusts  constituted  under  them,  and 
conferred  upon  the  United  States,  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  speak  of  certain  treaties  and  certain  trusts 
separately,  each  by  itself,  to  make  himself  under- 
stood, and  to  enable  others  to  understand  the  facts. 
He  would  refer  then,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  treaty 
with  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  as  that  treaty  was  pe- 
culiar, and  the  trust  constituted  and  assumed  was 
novel  in  bur  dealings  with  the  Indian  tribes.  In 
this  case,  the  United  States  had  become  the  volun- 
tary trustee  of  the  Chickasaws,  and  had  stipulated 
to  sell  their  lands  as  the  public  domain  of  the  United 
States  is  sold,  to  deduct  simply  the  expenses  of  the 
treaty,  of  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  lands,  and  such 
other  expenses  as  might  be  incurred  for  account  of 
the  Indians,  not  including  any  commissions  or  other 
compensation  to  the  trustee,  and  to  account  to  them 
for  all  the  moneys  which  shall  remain  unexpended. 
In  other  words,  the  treaty  binds  the  United  States 
to  sell  the  lands  of  these  Indians  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, to  account  to  them  for  the  whole  proceeds,  and 
to  manage  such  ol  their  cash  funds  as  shall  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  government,  without  charge  lor 
trouble  or  responsibility. 

Upon  inquiry  at  the  treasury  department,  he 
learned  that  a law  of  congress  had  placed  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  money  to  be  received  under  this  trea- 
ty in  charge  of  the  head  of  that  department,  for  the 
purpose  of  investment;  that  small  portions  belonging 
to  Chickasaw  orphans  and  to  certain  members  of 
the  tribe  denominated  “incompetent  Chickasaws,” 
remained  in  charge  of  the  secretary  of  war;  that,  of 
the  money  in  charge  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
all  has  been  invested,  over  and  above  the  portion 
consumed  in  expenses  in  conformity  with  the  treaty, 
which  there  has  been  time  to  invest  since  the  re- 
ceipts; that  the  money  is  mostly  paid  in  at  the  Pon- 
tioc  land  office,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  some 
lime  is  required  to  get  the  returns  of  sales,  and  to 
bring  the  money  into  the  treasury;  that  there  may 
be  now  from  $20,000  to  $30,000  of  these  funds  in 
the  land  offices,  in  transitu,  and  in  the  treasury,  but 
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that  no  portions  of  them  have  been  expended  for  the 
general  uses  of  the  treasury,  and  thar  investments 
are  invariably  made  as  soon  as  the  sum  accumulated 
is  sufficient  to  authorise  a negotiation  for  stocks.— 
The  honorable  senator  will  see,  therefore,  that  his 
conjecture  that  some  three  or  tour  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  these  funds  had  been  expended  is  mista- 
ken, and  that  no  addition  to  the  public  debt  is  to  be 
sought  in  this  quarter. 

Whether  or  not  there  were  small  sums  arising  un- 
der this  treaty  in  the  care  of  the  war  department, 
and  not  yet  invested,  he  did  not  know,  as  time  had 
not  been  allowed  him  to  call  upon  the  head  of  that 
department  for  the  information.  Still  he  supposed 
this  information  immaterial  for  this  argument,  as 
money  in  the  charge  of  the  war  department  could  not 
be  in  the  treasury,  and  therefore  could  not  be  reached 
by  a warrant  upon  the  treasury,  or  expended  in  the 
ordinary  calls  upon  it. 

It  was  proper  here  to  remark  further,  that  the  only 
Indian  money  in  the  charge  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  investments  is  the  portion  of  the  Chicka- 
saw fund  before  pointed  out.  All  those  moneys, 
arising-  under  other  treaties,  are,  by  the  treaties,  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
congress  has  not  yet  transferred  their  custody  to  the 
treasury. 

Investments  of  Indian  moneys,  to  large  amounts, 
had  been  made  both  under  the  direction  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
accounts  of  the  transactions  had  been  laid  before 
congress.  The  honorable  senator  had  referred  to 
them,  and  had  spoken  of  the  prices  in  some  cases 
paid  for  stocks,  in  a manner  to  give  the  impression 
that  he  suspected  the  investments  had  not  been  pru- 
dently and  cautiously  made.  Mr.  W.  believed  all  the 
investments  had  been  confined  tostocks  ofthe states, 
a description  of  security  which  he  felt  sure  that  sena- 
tor would  not  willingly  depreciate  or  disparage,  and 
if  he  would  refer  to  the  dates  of  the  respective  in- 
vestments, and  to  the  prices  current  of  the  stocks 
in  the  principal  markets  of  the  country,  at  the  seve- 
ral periods,  little  ground  would  be  discovered  for 
complaint  upon  this  point. 

He  would  now  pass  to  another  class  of  references 
made  by  the  honorable  senator,  and  where,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Wright,  he  approximated  more  near- 
ly to  the  discovery  of  a debt,  technically  speaking, 
which  is  not  noticed  by  the  president.  He  alluded 
to  the  senator’s  reference  to  several  Indian  treaties 


in  a group,  viz: 

One  with  the  Ottawas  and  Chippevvas,  $200,000 
“ Osages,  69,120 

“ Delawares,  46,080 

“ Sioux  of  Mississippi,  300,000 

“ Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Mississippi,  200,000 

“ Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  157,400 

“ Winnebagoes,  1,100,000 

“ Creeks,  350,000 

“ Saways,  157,500 


$2,580,100 

These  treaties  severally  stipulate  that  the  sums 
above  named  shall  be  invested  by  the  United  States 
for  the  benefit  of  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  named, 
and  he  believed  it  to  be  true  that,  as  yet,  none  of 
the  sums  had  been  invested,  but  that  congress  had 
preferred  to  appropriate  annually  the  interest  upon 
them,  as  part  of  the  current  annual  expenses  of  (be 
country.  All  of  the  treaties  except  one,  that  with 
the  Delawares,  had  been  concluded  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  1S37,  and  his  information 
was  that,  in  all  the  cases,  very  tew  sales  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  respective  treaties  had  yet  been  made; 
not  enough,  in  many  cases,  lo  cover  the  expenses  of 
the  treaties,  and  in  none  sufficient  to  bring  into  the 
treasury  any  considerable  portion  of  the  capital  re- 
quired to  be  invested. 

Another  reason  exists  for  the  non-investment  of 
these  sums,  which  has  its  foundation  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country.  It  is,  that  congress  has  nei- 
ther provided  nor  appropriated  the  money  required 
to  make  the  investments;  and,  without  an  appropri- 
ation by  law,  neither  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
nor  the  president  can  take  money  from  the  treasury 
for  these  or  any  other  purposes.  The  treaties  create 
the  liability  against  the  U.  States  for  the  $2,580,100, 
but  it  is  not  a debt  within  the  law,  and  cannot  be 
noticed  as  such  by  the  fiscal  officer  until  congress 
recognise  it,  and  provide  for  it  by  the  proper  consti- 
tutional appropriation.  The  treaties  are  the  acts  of 
the  president  and  senate,  the  treaty  making  power 
of  the  country,  but  congress  and  the  president,  the 
law  making  power,  can  alone  pay  money  even  un- 
der a treaty.  If,  then,  every  acre  of  the  land  ceded 
by  the  Indians,  and  purchased  by  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  under  these  several  treaties, 
were  to  be  sold  to-morrow,  and  the  money  paid  into 
the  treasury,  neither  the  secretary  of  war,  nor 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  nor  any  other  person, 
could  legally  or  constitutionally  invest  one  dollar  of 


it,  or  pay  it  out  under  any  provision  of  the  treaties, 
until  congress  shall  have  appropriated  it  by  law,  and 
directed  its  application.  In  these  cases,  as  he  had 
before  said,  the  lands  had  not  been  sold,  the  money 
had  not  come  into  the  treasury,  and  congress  had 
peferred  rather  to  appropriate  the  annual  interest 
than  to  borrow  the  money  in  advance,  for  the  single 
purpose  of  funding  it. 

He  cheerfully  admitted  that  the  amount  was  a 
debt,  as  far  as  the  treaty  making  power  could  im- 
pose a debt  upon  the  country;  but  it  was  not  a lia- 
bility upon  the  treasury  within  the  laws  of  congress, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  be  recognised  as  a debt  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  presenting  the  state 
of  the  treasury,  its  means  and  liabilities,  to  con- 
gress. The  government  was  bound  to  pay  the  in- 
terest upon  these  sums  to  the  Indians,  or  forfeit  its 
faith,  pledged  through  the  treaty  making  power,  or 
it  was  bound  to  invest  the  principal  so  that  the  In- 
dians might  receive  the  interest  from  other  debtors. 
Congress  had  exercised  its  option,  and  preferred  to 
appropriate  the  interest  simply,  and  wait  the  sale  of 
the  lands  to  realize  the  capital  to  be  invested. 

[Here  Mr.  Webster  inquired,  “where  did  con- 
ress  get  the  option?”] 

Mr.  Wright  asked,  does  it  not  follow,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  transactions  between  the  parties? 
The  Indians  sell  and  convey  their  lands  to  the  U. 
States,  and  surrender  the  title  and  possession  to- 
gether, upon  the  faith  of  treaty  stipulations.  In 
consideration  of  the  lands  sold,  the  United  States 
agree  to  hold  certain  portions  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney, and  invest  them  for  the  Indians.  The  U.  States 
alone  are  trusted,  and  the  receipt  by  the  Indians 
of  the  annual  interest  upon  the  sums  to  be  invest- 
ed is  a good  compliance  with  the  contract  to  them. 
Would  it  not  be  a perfect  technical  compliance  if 
the  government  were,  by  way  of  investment,  to 
issue  to  the  Indians  its  own  stocks?  And  can  it  be 
material,  so  long  as  the  United  States  choose  to  re- 
main the  debtors,  whether  this  form  be  gone  through 
with,  or  the  treaty  be  left  as  the  evidence  of  liabili- 
ty, and  congress  annually  appropriate  the  interest 
on  the  money  as  it  would  upon  the  stocks?  It  seem- 
ed to  him  that  the  inquiry  of  the  senator  raised  a 
distinction  without  a difference  of  inteiest  on  either 
side,  and  questioned  the  light  of  congress  to  its 
option  in  a case  where  the  option  could  not  but  ex- 
ist from  the  nature  of  the  transactions.  The  most 
the  Indians  can  claim  is  the  liability  of  the  United 
States  for  the  interest  and  principal  of  their  money. 
That  they  have  by  the  solemnity  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions, while  the  money  is  not  invested.  When  it 
shall  be,  they  may  have  securities  of  a less  desira- 
ble character,  but  in  conformity  with  their  contract. 
The  only  question,  then,  which  could  influeuce 
congress,  in  its  option,  was  the  interest  of  this  go 
vernment  and  the  convenience  of  its  treasury. 

Could  it  be  wise  for  congress  in  the  fulfilment  of 
treaties  of  this  character,  and  with  such  parties,  and 
at  a time  when  there  was  not  a surplus  of  money  in 
the  treasury,  to  have  directed  loans  upon  the  creilit 
of  the  people  for  the  payment  of  debts,  the  pay- 
ment of  wiiieh  was  not  a matter  of  feeling  or  inte- 
rest with  the  creditor,  and  for  the  eventual  payment 
of  which  an  ample  fund  had  been  provided  by  the 
terms  of  the  contract  which  made  the  debt?  Could 
loans  have  been  made  at  a rate  of  interest  less  than 
that  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians?  That  will 
not  be  pretended. 

Where,  then,  is  the  cause  of  complaint  or  of 
fault?  It  is  simply  in  the  assumption  that  here  is  a 
debt  not  mentioned  by  the  president,  and  still  a debt 
against  the  public  treasury  and  the  people  of  the 
country. 

Is  this  so,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  complaint  has 
been  preferred  by  the  honorable  senator  against  the 
message  of  the  president?  Mr.  Wright  had  admit- 
ted that  there  was  a liability  to  pay,  and  an  ample 
fund  in  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Indian  treaties  to 
make  the  payment,  and  had  attempted  to  show  that 
congress  had  acted  wisely  in  appropriating  the  in- 
terest upon  the  money  merely,  until  the  sale  of  the 
lands  should  bring  into  the  treasury  interest  and 
principal,  and  thus  enable  the  investment  to  be 
made  without  the  contraction  of  a permanent  debt. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  all  this  new  or  singular, 
or  peculiar  to  this  administration?  How  long  had 
this  government  been  making  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians for  the  purchase  of  their  land  and  contract- 
ing obligations  with  (hem?  And  if  these  are  items 
of  the  public  debt,  why  not  their  annuities  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same  lands,  which  are  of  a large 
amount?  They  are  debts  in  the  nature  of  invest- 
ments, but  they  are  never  reported  as  part  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  country.  Neither  are  to  be  found 
in  any  report  heretofore  made  from  the  financial  de- 
partment of  the  government,  under  any  administra- 
tion which  has  ever  existed,  as  items  of  our  public 
debt.  They  are  not  so  by  the  law,  and  they  have 
never  been  so  treated  in  practice,  He  had  in  his 


possession  a document  which  he  had  obtained  for 
another  purpose,  and  which  contained  a schedule 
of  the  entire  Indian  treaties  up  lo  last  year.  He 
should  think — for  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to 
count  them — that  there  were  several  hundreds,  and, 
on  casting  his  eye  over  them  tiffs  morning,  he  found 
they  commenced,  at  the  latest,  as  early  as  1790,  and 
had  been  made  constantly,  if  not  strictly  annually, 
up  to  this  time. 

The  practice  of  stipulating  to  invest  sums  of  ca- 
pital, though  not  new  in  the  administration  of  our 
Indian  affairs,  had  greatly  increased  within  the  last 
few  years.  He  had  had  occasion  to  become  person- 
ally acquainted  with  an  old  case.  He  referred  to 
the  deposite  by  the  Seneca  Indians  of  Mew  York, 
of  the  sum  of'$100,000  with  the  United  States,  be- 
ing a part  of  the  consideration  money  for  their  pos- 
sessory title  to  their  reservations  under  the  stipula- 
tion on  the  part  of  this  government,  as  he  was  in- 
formed and  believes,  that  they  should  receive  six 
per  cent,  interest  upon  their  capital  so  loaned.  He 
spoke  f om  recollection,  and  would  not  be  confident, 
but  his  impression  was  that  the  contract  was  entered 
into  in  1806.  He  could  further  inform  the  senator 
that,  during  the  administration  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  this  money  had  been  invested  in  three  per 
cent,  stocks  of  the  United  Stales,  then  outstanding, 
and  that  congress,  while  he  was  a member  of  the 
other  branch,  as  he  now  recollected  and  believed, 
appropriated  the  other  $3,000,  or  about  that  sum,  to 
make  up  to  the  Indians  the  interest  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  This  was  an  old  case,  and  he  spoke 
from  memory  in  regard  to  it;  but  from  it  the  honor- 
able senator  could  see  that,  if  we  were  now  to  go  back 
to  the  commencement  of  our  Indian  relations  and 
bring  up  a new  account  of  public  debt,  we  should  be 
compelled  to  look  far  behind  the  time  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  as  well  as  to  begin  an  entire  new  calculation 
of  debt.  If  the  honorable  senator  would  look  for 
the  investment  of  this  Seneca  fund  of  $100,000,  he 
thought  he  would  look  in  vain,  and  yet  it  had  never 
appeared  in  any  statement  from  the  treasury  as  an 
item  of  our  public  debt.  An  estimate  for  the  inte- 
rest would  be  found  in  every  annual  estimate  of  ex- 
penditure since  the  redemption  of  the  government 
stock  in  which  the  last  investment  was  made,  but 
the  capital  was  not  mentioned,  because  it  had  not 
been  reappropriated  lor  a different  investment.  Slill 
the  senator  would  not  be  disposed  to  charge  this 
$100,000  to  the  present  administration  as  a debt  con- 
tracted by  it,  and  to  be  unjustly  palmed  off  upon  its 
successors. 

Yet  this  was  but  a fair  sample  of  the  policy  of 
going  back  into  these  Indian  relations  to  find  an  ex- 
isting debt,  not  disclosed,  against  the  present  admi- 
nistration. If  we  adopt  the  idea,  we  must  go  back, 
not  to  1806,  but  to  1790,  and  biing  up  the  account 
through  all  Ihe  administrations  which  have  existed 
under  our  constitution,  and  then  solve  the  question, 
whether  that  administration  is  to  be  most  censured 
for  contracting  debt,  which  has  succeeded  in  extin- 
guishing most  Indian  title  to  the  public  domain  of 
the  country,  or  whether  the  debts  so  contracted  have 
been  and  are  considered  as  resting  upon  a sure  fund 
for  their  redemption  in  the  lands  purchased,  while 
the  treaties  are,  in  every  other  respect,  beneficial  to 
the  country,  to  its  population  and  prosperity,  and  to 
its  treasury. 

He  believed  the  last  and  the  present  administra- 
tions had  extinguished  more  Indian  titles  and  brought 
more  of  the  public  lands  into  the  market,  and  within 
the  reach  of  settlement,  than  any  other  two,  if  not 
more  than  all  preceding  administrations;  and.  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  the  amounts  of  purchase 
money  paid,  and  agreed  to  be  paid,  in  the  shape  ot 
annuities,  investments  and  otherwise,  would  be  grea- 
ter (han  under  previous  administrations.  But  what 
had  hitherto  been  the  estimate  placed  by  the  coun- 
try upon  such  policy  successfully  prosecuted?  Had 
we  been  in  the  habit  of  setting  down  these  purchases 
ot  Indian  lands  as  bad  and  losing  bargains?  As  im- 
posing burdens  upon  the  treasui y,  and  debts  upon  the 
country?  Or  as  improving  the  public  revenues,  and 
strengthening  the  treasury,  while  they  enriched  the 
country?  Had  it  ever  been  supposed  that  the  lands 
purchased  were  not  much  more  than  sufficient  to  pay 
the  debts  contracted? 

If,  however,  this  movement  was  the  indication  of 
a change  of  policy  by  the  coming  administration  in 
regard  to  the  lands,  if  the  fund  thus  provided  to  pay 
these  debts  is  to  be  separated  from  the  debts;  if  the 
lands,  or  their  proceeds,  are  to  be  given  away,  and 
the  liabilities  incurred  under  the  Indian  treaties  are 
to  be  left  unpaid  upon  (he  hands  of  this  government, 
then  indeed  the  amounts  due  to  the  Indians,  as  well 
in  annuities  as  investments,  or  otherwise,  may  just- 
ly be  counted  as  debts,  as  permanent,  enduring  debts, 
only  to  be  paid  by  taxation  upon  the  people.  He 
would  tell  the  senator,  however,  that  that  adminis- 
tration, and  that  party,  which  shall  adopt  this  new 
policy,  and  give  away  the  lands  without  disebarg- 
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ing  these  obligations  incurred  for  their  purchase, 
will  be  the  administration  and  the  party  which  will 
charge  th^se  sums  upon  the  people  as  debts,  and 
which  must  bear  the  responsibility  of  the  act. 

The  honorable  senator  proposes  to  have  a new  set 
of  books  opened  to  protect  the  next  administration 
from  the  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  this;  to  es- 
tablish what  he  calls  “a  rest”  between  them.  Mr. 
Wright  would  go  with  him  to  do  this;  but  he  should 
insist  that  the  accounts  be  fairly  stated,  and  the  books 
fairly  kept;  that  when  the  senator  had  charged  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  with  the  debts  due 
to  the  Indians,  he  should  credit  it  with  the  lands 
which  formed  the  consideration  for  the  debts.  In 
this  way,  (he  account  would  present  the  whole  truth, 
and  he  did  not  fear  the  responsibility  of  balancing  the 
bonk  so  kept.  ;g. 

He  was  aware  that  one  most  expensive  treaty  had 
been  made,  not  by  this,  but  the  last  administration, 
without  profit  to  this  government.  He  referred  to 
the  last  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  tide  to  (heir  lands.  These  lands 
were  principally  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  the 
Indian  title  was  extinguished  for  the  benefit  of  that 
stale,  and  not  of  the  national  treasury.  Yet  this 
treaty  was  but  a late  fulfilment  of  an  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  this  government  in  favor  of  that  state,  and 
almost  as  old  as  the  government  itself;  an  obligation 
entered  into  to  acquire  its  title  to  a large  portion  of 
the  public  domain,  and  upon  which,  therefore,  the 
moneys  paid  and  payable  under  that  treaty  are  just- 
ly chargeable,  and  horn  the  proceeds  of  which  they 
should  be  reimbursed  to  the  public  treasury. 

Still,  this  treaty  being  included,  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  would  clear  all  former  administra- 
tions, as  well  as  the  present,  from  any  responsibility 
for  debts  contracted  under  Indian  treaties.  Let  the 
new  set  of  books,  then,  show  both  sides  of  the  ac- 
count, and  contain  a full  and  fair  statement  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  we  shall  not  hear  that  this  or  any 
other  administration  has  run  the  country  in  debt  by 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  our  im- 
mense public  domain.  Let  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
stand  against  the  moneys  paid  and  the  liabilities  in- 
curied,  and  see  if  these  have  been  bad  and  unpro- 
fitable and  losing  bargains. 

Is  this  to  be  charged  at  this  day,  and  from  that 
quarter?  How  long  is  it  since  we  heard  a very  dif- 
ferent account  of  these  Indian  contracts?  Since  he 
had  been  honored  with  a seat  here,  the  charge  had 
been  made  in  this  chamber,  and  repeated  much  more 
loudly  and  widely  out  of  it,  that  our  Indian  policy 
was  a swindling  policy;  that  we  were  purchasing 
their  lands  for  a song,  and  driving  them  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth  for  a resting  place.  Then,  the  charge 
was  that  we  were  making  cruel  bargains  with  the 
ignorant  savages,  the  poor  Indians!  Now,  it  is  that 
this  administration  has  been  loading  the  country  w ith 
debt  by  making  these  same  bargains.  It  will  not  do, 
(said  Mr.  W.)  it  is  too  soon  to  make  this  short  turn 
and  wholly  change  the  character  of  the  complaints 
growing  out  of  our  Indian  relations.  The  facts  will 
not  sustain  the  last  position.  Fhe  bargains,  as  a 
whole,  have  been  profitable,  vastly  profitable,  to  the 
public  treasury,  and  the  lands  yet  unsold  constitute 
a fund  a hundred  fold  more  than  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge every  remaining  liability.  So  much  for  this 
mode  of  showing  the  president  in  error  in  his  state- 
ment of  our  public  debt. 

The  honorable  senator  proceeded  to  enumerate 
other  heads,  under  which  he  did  not  assert,  but  ex- 
pressed his  suspicion,  that  there  were  existing  debts. 
He  did  not  attempt  to  enumerate  items  of  debt,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  Mr.  Wright  to  conjecture  what 
the  items  were,  or  for  what  the  debts  were  suspect- 
ed to  have  been  contracted.  The  heads  enumerated 
were,  debts  for  the  public  works,  debts  for  the  Flo- 
rida war,  debts  for  Indian  depredations  at  the  north, 
and  debts  for  oilier  things.  Well,  now  as  to  the  debts 
for  public  works;  there  might  be  such,  but  he  (Mr. 
Wright)  did  not  know  what  they  were— he  did  not 
know  that  there  were  any.  He  was  sure  it  could  not 
be  possible  that  the  senator  intended  simply  to  inform 
us  that  there  were  public  works  commenced  which 
it  was  the  interest  ot  the  country  to  prosecute,  and 
that  money  was  to  be  appropriated  for  them.  And 
if  there  was  a debt  for  public  works,  other  than  such 
a prospective  obligation,  he  was  ignorant  of  it.  If 
that  description  of  account  was  to  be  opened,  he 
would  abandon  the  discussion  with  the  single  re- 
mark, that  the  honorable  senator  would  be  fortunate 
if  he  lound  the  new  administration  clear  of  obliga- 
tions ot  (hat  character,  either  at  its  commencement 
or  its  close. 

What  was  the  debt  growing  out  of  the  Florida 
war?  He  (Mr.  Wright)  was  ignorant  of  it,  unless 
it  consisted  of  claims  or  losses  sustained  by  citizens 
In  consequence  ol  that  war;  and  did  anv  man  sup- 
pose that  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
secretary  of  tiie  treasury,  was  authorised  to  present 
those  claims  to  the  country  as  a part  of  its  public 


debt?  Are  they  so,  in  fact?  They  have  been  pre- 
sented year  after  year,  and  session  after  session,  to 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  and  a congress 
has  not  yet  been  found  to  recognise  a dollar  of  them. 
And  were  the  executive  officers,  in  the  face  of  this 
action  of  congress,  to  declare  them  public  debts,  to 
state  their  amount,  and  call  upon  congress  for  pro- 
vision for  their  payment?  The  slightest  reflection 
would  convince  the  senator  that  such  was  a very 
uncertain  and  dangerous  way  to  make  up  an  amount 
of  debt.  It  would  be  nothing  short  of  executive 
usurpation  of  a fearful  character. 

Then  the  debts  for  Indian  depredations  at  the 
north — as,  if  he  understood  the  senator  correctly, 
this  was  one  of  his  heads  of  enumeration — he  knew 
nothing  of  them — he  knew  not  what  or  where  they 
were. 

But  there  wpre  “debts  for  other  things:”  yes;  why 
did  not  the  honorable  senator  bring  in  the  five  mil- 
lions for  Fiencli  spoliations  previous  to  the  year 
1S00?  That  was  as  much  a debt  as  the  others.  It 
was  a claim  not  recognised  by  congress.  The  ho- 
norable senator  believed  it  was  a debt;  lie  (Mr.  W.) 
did  not.  Why  not  call  up  the  pension  list?  That  is 
a debt  which  we  must  pay  until  the  gallant  old  sol- 
diers are  no  more.  It  was  just  as  properly  present- 
ed as  the  Indian  annuities.  Why  not  present  the 
claims  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  B.obert  Fulton?  Many- 
supposed  that  a just  debt.  The  Meade  claim?  Many 
thought  similarly  of  that.  In  short,  why  not  pre- 
sent the  ten  thousand  claims  which  their  secretary 
told  him  would,  in  a day  or  two,  be  inventoried,  un- 
der a resolution  of  Ihe  senate  of  the  last  session? — 
There  are  ten  thousand  claims  on  the  files  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  and  are  they  debts,  to  be 
charged  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren? — 
Was  this  to  be  done  before  congress  had  recognised 
their  justice,  or  made  them  debts  at  all?  He  hoped 
not,  and  he  believed  not. 

Again,  the  honorable  senator  sai  l,  if  he  (Mr. 
Wright)  understood  him  aright,  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury’  had  authorised  the  assumption  that 
this  administration  was  to  throw  a balance  of  debt 
on  the  next,  by  the  admission  that  he  did  not  anti- 
cipate the  payment  of  the  outstanding  treasury 
notes  previous  to  March,  IS42. 

[Mr.  Webster  observed  that  he  was  not  conscious 
of  having  stated  that.] 

Mr.  Wright  did  not  wish  to  misrepresent  the  se- 
nator, but  he  had  so  understood  him,  and  so  read 
his  remarks  published  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this 
morning.  He  would,  however,  refer  to  the  7th 
page  of  the  annual  leport  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  the  present  year,  now  upon  our  tables, 
to  prove  that  such  was  not  his  anticipation,  but 
that  he  expected  the  revenues  of  1841  would  meet 
the  expenses  of  that  year,  redeem  the  whole  out- 
standing balance  of  four  and  a half  millions  of  trea- 
sury notes,  and  leave  in  the  treasury,  in  money,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1842,  the  sum  of  $824,273. 

The  statement  of  the  secretary  is  as  follows: 

“More  details  concerning  the  estimates  of  the 
next  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the  cor- 
rectness of  some  of  the  preceding  results. 

“It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  posses- 
sion of  this  department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the 
existing  laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 

From  customs  $19,000,000 

From  lands  3,500,000 

Fiom  miscellaneous  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  treasu- 
ry, available  on  the  1st  of  January  next  1,580,855 


The  aggregate  of  ordinary  means  for  the 

next  year  would  then  be  24,160,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
principal  or  interest,  due  from  banks, 
which  is  likely  to  be  made  available, 
except  about  220,000 

A power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of  31st 
March,  1840,  to  issue  treasury  note3 
till  a year  from  its  passage  expires, 
but  not  to  make  the  whole  emission 
outstanding  at  any  one  time  exceed 
five  millions  of  dollars. 

This  will  furnish  additional  means,  epual 
to  the  computed  amount  which  can  be 
issued  at  the  close  of  the  present  year, 
being  about  342,618 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,  from  these 
several  sources,  so  much  as  to  make 
the  whole  means  for  the  next  year  24,723,473 

On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures  for 
1841,  for  ordinary  purpose5,  if  con- 
gress make  no  reduction  in  the  appro- 
priations requested  by  the  different 
departments,  are  estimated  at  19,250,000 

This  would  leave  a balance  in  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  close  ol'lhe  year,  equal  to  6,473,473 


But  certain  payments  must  also  be  made 
on  account  of  the  funded  and  unfund- 
ed debt,  unless  congress  authorise  con- 
tracts to  be  formed  for  extending  the 
time  of  their  payment.  Thus,  there 
will  be  required, 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly 

for  the  cities  of  this  District  $149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  treasury  notes,  if 
all  the  others  be  issued  which  can  be 
under  the  present  law;  as  then  the 
amount  returned  within  A.  D.  1841 
will  probably  not  exceed  4,500,000 


$4,649,200 

Estimated  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the 

close  of  the  next  year,  after  all  pay- 
ments whatever  $824,273” 

It  was  not,  then,  supposed  by  the  secretary  that 
this  debt  of  four  and  a half  millions  was  to  be  thrown 
over  to  1842.  He  expressly  anticipated  its  pay- 
ment in  1841.  He  would  now  pass  very  briefly  to 
other  topics. 

The  honorable  senator  complained  that  the  presi- 
dent, in  his  message,  and  the  secretary,  in  his  re- 
port, had  made  reference  to  the  money  on  deposite 
with  the  states,  and  called  with  earnestness  to  know 
whether  the  president,  or  the  secretary,  had  recom- 
mended the  withdrawal  of  that  money,  or  any  part 
of  it.  He  (Mr.  Wiight)  found  no  such  recommen- 
dation, and  for  the  best  ol  all  reasons,  in  his  judg- 
ment— there  was  no  necessity  for  it;  the  revenue 
of  the  year  1841  was  expected  to  be  equal  to  the 
expenditures  of  1841,  including  the  redemption  of 
four  and  a half  millions  ol  treasury  notes.  The  de- 
posite with  the  states  was  referred  to  as  an  item  of 
property  belonging  to  this  government,  but  was  not 
mentioned  as  in  the  power  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  or  of  the  president.  It  was  in  the  hands 
of  congress,  an  accumulation  of  former  years,  when 
taxation  was  heavier  than  at  the  present  time,  and 
was  referred  to,  to  show  that  there  was  no  cause  for 
increased  taxation  upon  the  people;  that  the  govern- 
ment, as  such,  was  possessed  of  means  to  discharge 
every  existing  liability,  and  to  present  a balance  of 
some  seventeen  or  eighteen  millions  for  the  future 
disposition  of  the  national  legislature.  This  cer- 
tainlv  could  be  no  just  cause  of  complaint.  The 
president  and  the  secretary  had  been  in  the  exer- 
cise of  most  responsible  trusts.  They  were  about 
to  surrender  them  to  others,  who  would  seem  more 
directly  to  represent  the  public  will  and  choice.  It 
was  their  duty  to  present  a true  and  full  account  of 
the  public  property  and  the  public  interests,  as  they 
supposed  them  to  exist;  and  surely  a reference  to 
an  interest  of  some  twenty-eight  millions  of  safely 
invested  money  could  not  be  considered  singular  or 
censurable. 

The  honorable  senator  had  seen  fit  further  to 
complain  that  the  president  had  not  recommended 
a modification  of  (he  tarilf  and  an  increase  of  taxa- 
tion. Why  should  he  have  done  so?  The  calcula- 
tions and  representations  of  the  responsible  officer, 
charged  with  that  duty,  showed  that  more  revenue 
was  not  required  for  the  contemplated  service  of 
the  coming  year.  Why,  then,  should  the  presi- 
dent have  recommended  measures  for  an  increase 
of  revenue? 

If  there  had  been  a just  anticipation  of  a defici- 
encj-  of  means  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  it 
would  have  been  incumbent  upon  him,  as  it  would 
upon  the  secietary,  to  have  pointed  out  the  mode, 
and  recommended  the  measures,  to  supply  that  de- 
ficiency. Such  did  not  appear  to  be  their  antici- 
pations, and  their  communications  to  congress  had 
been  made  to  conform  to  their  sense  of  their  public 
duties.  It  might  have  been  very  uncharitable  in 
him,  but  when  the  senator  was  indulging  in  his  re- 
marks upon  this  point,  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the 
gentleman  was  impressed  with  the  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult question,  the  many  knotty  points,  which  the  ad- 
justment of  the  tariff  is  likely  to  present  to  the  com- 
ing administration;  and  that  it  was  the  manifest  in- 
terest of  the  now  dominant  party  in  the  country  that 
poor  defeated  Mr.  Van  Buren  should  come  in  and 
make  an  effort  to  settle  it  in  advance.  It  could  not 
fail  to  be  seen  thai  portions  of  that  triumphant  par- 
ty would  complain  of  any  thing  which  any  man 
could  recommend  upon  this  subject,  and  the  sena- 
tor might  kindly  suppose  that  complaints  could  not 
now  harm  the  president. 

So  far  from  reciprocating  these  feelings,  Mr.  W. 
rejoiced  that  it  had  not  been  found  necessary  for  the 
present  president  to  touch  this  vexed  question. 
And  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it 
would  have  been  indecorous  in  him,  after  the  tre- 
mendous defeat  he  had  experienced  at  the  late  elec- 
tions, to  have  reached  after  disputed  topics,  with  a 
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view  to  their  final  and  permanent  adjustment  by 
himself  or  his  friends.  He  was  taking  leave  of  his 
responsible  position,  and  Mr.  W.  rejoiced  to  believe 
he  was  doing  what  he  believed  it  was  alone  proper 
for  him  to  do,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  dis- 
charge of  those  duties  which  his  short  remaining 
official  term  required  at  his  hands.  In  reference  to 
the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  he  had  done  as  he  should 
have  done — he  had  left  the  whole  matter  to  those 
who  are  to  come  after  him,  and  who  should  be,  as 
they  claim  to  be,  the  more  immediate  and  accepta- 
ble representatives  of  the  popular  will,  and  he  (Mr. 
W.)  did  not  speak  untruly  when  he  said  his  most 
ardent  wish  was  that  they  might  be  able  to  adjust 
that  difficult  question  happily  for  the  country,  and 
satisfactorily  to  every  interest  involved. 

A single  word  more,  and  he  would  close.  The 
honorable  senator  concluded  with  a remark  which 
manifested  a disposition  to  say  that  the  friends  of 
this  administration  were,  or  were  to  be  made,  re- 
sponsible for  the  necessity  of  an  extra  session  of 
congress,  if  a convention  of  the  new  congress  should 
be  ordered  by  the  new  president.  Now  he,  (Mr. 
W.)  was  one  of  those  who  should  do  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  obviate  any  such  necessity;  and  to 
accomplish  that  object,  with  the  greatest  certainty, 
he  should  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  keep  the  ap- 
propriations of  this  session  within  the  anticipated 
means  of  the  year  1S41.  He  believed  the  estimates 
supplied  all  the  necessary  wants,  and  he  intended 
to  adhere  to  them  strictly.  Having  done  so,  he 
should  cheerfully  leave  it  to  those  who  have  been 
placed  in  power  by  a triumphant  expression  of  the 
popular  voice,  to  call  a congress  wdien  they  pleased, 
and  to  recommend  such  measures  as  they  pleased. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS  —2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  22.  A number  of  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented,  and  various  papers  relating  to 
private  claims  on  file,  in  the  secretary’s  office  were 
leferred  to  appropriate  committees. 

Several  bills  were  reported  from  committees, 
principally  on  private  claims. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  introduced,  on  leave,  a bill  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  use- 
ful arts,  referred  to  the  committee  on  patents. 

Mr.  Calhoun  introduced,  on  leave,  a bill  to  cede 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
states  on  certain  conditions  therein  named. 

Mr.  Norvell  brought  in  a bill  to  amend  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  chartering  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a select 
committee. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Merrick,  Pres- 
ton and  Southard,  in  opposition  to  the  reference  to 
a special  committee  and  in  favor  of  referring  it  to 
the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
Messrs.  Norvell  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  favor  of 
a special  committee,  Mr.  Norvell,  at  the  request  ot 
Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  withdrew  his 
motion,  when  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiitee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  interdicting 
by  law  the  allowance  of  salvage  to  the  officers  and 
crews  of  revenue  cutters  and  of  public  armed  vessels 
employed  by  the  government  in  affording  relief  to  mer- 
chant vessels  during  inclement  seasons  and  at  other 
times. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porler, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  the  senate  any  information  in 
his  possession  relative  to  the  survey  directed  by  the  act 
of  12th  June,  1838,  entitled  “an  act  to  ascertain  and 
designate  the  boundary  line  between  the  state  of 
Michigan  and  the  territory  of  Wiskonsin.” 

The  bills  yesterday  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
were  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Norvell  relat- 
ing to  the  removal  of  the  chandelier,  was  taken  up, 
and,  after  a short  debate,  somewhat  playful  in  its 
character,  in  which  Messrs.  Tappun,  Norvell,  Hub- 
bard, and  others  participated,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  23.  Mr.  Benton  presented  thepetition 
of  John  Ward  and  others,  asking  to  be  allowed  to 
import  free  of  duty  iron  to  build  two  steamboats  for 
the  purpose  of  navigating  the  red  river.  Referred. 

Numerous  papers  rtlating  to  private  claims  were 
removed  from  the  files  of  the  senate  and  referred 
The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave 
twice  read  and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  a joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  at  Natchez  by  the  late  tornado. 

By  Mr.  Anderson,  a bill  to  provide  for  the  allow- 
ance of  invalid  pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  war- 
riors, under  the  treaty  of  3835. 

By  Mr.  Pierce,  a bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the 
army  and  for  other  purposes. 


By  Mr.  Merrick,  a bill  authorising  letters  testa- 
mentary and  of  administration  to  aliens  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  the  returns  of  the  census  of 
1840,  so  far  as  received  into  his  office,  giving  only  the 
aggregate  of  the  population  in  each  state  and  territory, 
designating  the  number  of  whites,  of  free  persons  of  co- 
lor, and  all  other  persons,  in  three  separate  columns, 
and  slating  how  far  the  returns  are  incomplete  in  any 
state  or  territory. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  general 
orders  on  the  calender. 

A bill  (or  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  a treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  after  being  advocated  and  explained 
by  Mr.  Fulton,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  “an  act  to  provide  for 
the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit and  territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” passed  April  21,  1806,  was  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  ami,  after  having  been  ex- 
plained and  advocated  by  Mr.  Porter,  was  amended 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New' 
Albany  rail  road  company  to  enter  on  credit  a 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a rail 
road,  was  taken  up,  wdien,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
pursers  in  the  navy  was  taken  up,  and  explained  at 
some  length  by  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Hubbard  hoped  ihe  bill  would  be  permitted 
to  lie  over  for  the  present;  its  features  involved 
many  changes,  which,  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  treasury,  would  require  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Buchanan  acquiesced  in  the  views  of  Mr. 
Hubbard.  If  he  understood  the  bill,  it  contemplat- 
ed an  entire  change  in  a system  which  had  hitherto 
worked  well,  and,  besides,  he  was  opposed  to  hav- 
ing the  government  go  into  the  market  for  the  pur- 
chase of  goods  to  be  sold  to  the  sailors.  The 
ground  taken  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  advocated  the  bill,  was,  that  the  sailors  were 
liable  to  injustice;  but  he  thought,  even  if  this  were 
so,  it  might  be  prevented  by  limiting  the  profits  of 
pursers  to  a moderate  per  centage. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  that  the  pursers,  under 
the  bill,  would  make  the  purchases  as  formerly,  but 
that  no  profits  would  be  allowed  to  be  taken  from 
the  pittance  of  the  poor  sailor,  save  such  only  as 
would  be  necessary  to  protect  the  government  from 
losses  incident  to  such  measures.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection that  the  bill  should  lie  over,  however,  until 
senators  were  prepared  to  act  on  it.  [The  bill  was 
accordingly  postponed]. 

The  bill  to  make  new  provisions  lespecting  navy 
pensions,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  relating  to  navy 
pensions,  was  then  taken  up;  when  Mr.  Calhoun 
thought  it  full  early  to  discuss  a bill  of  as  much  im- 
portance as  the  one  before  them;  and  intimated  a 
wish  that  it  might  also  lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Wright  was  of  opinion  that  its  consideration 
should  be  postponed.  It  was  a bill  involving  prin- 
ciples of  great  importance,  and  should  certainly  re- 
ceive the  fullest  consideration  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  bill,  together  with  that  regulating  the 
pay  and  emolument  of  pursers,  was  postponed  until 
the  1st  Monday  in  January  next,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  any  fo- 
reign gold,  silver  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent  the 
bringing  into  the  United  States  or  uttering  any 
counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other 
coin:  and  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  lor  the  punishment  ot 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  Stales,  and  for 
other  purposes,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  24.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
titions were  presented  and  referred  to  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr  Prentiss,  from  J.  S.  Nevins,  praying 
compensation  for  his  services  as  clerk  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition. 

By  Mr.  Onttcnden,  from  citizens  of  Georgetown, 
asking  the  recharter  of  the  Farmers’  and  Mecha 
nics’  bank. 

Numerous  petitions  relating  to  private  claims 
were  also,  on  motion,  removed  from  the  files  of  the 
senate  and  referred. 

Mr.  Rvgglcs,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  in  vessels 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam. 

Several  reports  were  also  made  from  committees 
1 on  private  claims. 


The  bills  noticed  yesterday  as  having  been  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  were  severally  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave, 
twice  read,  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  a bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  grant  certain  relinquished  and 
unappropriated  lands  to  the  state  of  Alabama,  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawba  and  Black  Warrior 
rivers,”  approved  May  23,  1828,  and  the  several 
acts  supplementary  and  amendatory  thereto. 

A bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  com- 
pleting the  improvements  in  Mobile  harbor. 

A bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  a bill  to  authorise  the  legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for  the  use  of  schools  within  that  state. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  leave  to  bring  in  bis  bill  to  lay 
a tax  on  bank  notes  and  other  paper  money  used 
for  circulation  in  the  states  and  territories.  Mr. 

B.  explained  at  length  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Preston  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill; 
after  the  bill  was  read — Mr.  Huntington  submitted 
whether  a bill  of  that  character  was  cognizable  in 
the  senate,  by  the  constitution,  which  expressly 
provided  that  all  bills  for  the  purpose  of  raising  re- 
venue should  originate  in  the  other  house.  Mr. 

H.  took  a view  of  the  main  features  of  the  bill,  as 
explained  by  the  senator  from  Missouri,  and  con- 
tented himself  with  appealing  to  the  senator  whe- 
ther the  bill  did  not  strictly  come  within  the  prohi- 
bitory clause.  On  the  question  of  reception  he 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  that  such  bills,  or  those  of  a 
like  character,  had  been  tolerated  before,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  compromise  act,  which  he  maintained 
had  been  perfected  in  that  body,  and  all  he  asked 
was,  that  his  bill  might  have  the  same  course. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  thought  that  the  question 
of  reception  had  better  come  up  after  the  bill  vvas 
printed,  and  its  provisions  understood.  At  the  first 
blush,  there  appeared  to  him  other  important  ob- 
jections, of  a constitutional  character,  besides  those 
suggested  by  the  senator  last  up.  If  the  power 
existed  to  tax  the  banking  institutions  of  the  states 
for  revenue,  it  might,  with  the  same  propriety,  be 
so  extended  as  to  amount  to  a total  prohibition — a 
doctrine  he  was  not  prepared,  by  any  means  to  ad- 
mit. 

Mr.  Webster  contended  that  more  respect  ought 
to  be  had  for  the  constitution  than  to  entertain  such 
a bill  in  the  senate. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pierce  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  receive  on  the  table;  when  a long  discussion 
ensued,  chiefly  on  pointsot  order,  in  which  Messrs. 
Hubbard,  Hunlingion,  Webster,  Calhoun,  King, 
Pierce  and  Preston  took  part. 

The  question  on  laying  the  motion  to  receive  on 
the  table  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton.  Hubbard.  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  King, 
Knight,  Merrick,  Mangum,  Nicholas,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadge,  Webster — 22. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  his  object  was  attained,  and 
he  would  withdraw  the  motion  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  bill. 

On  this  point  another  discussion  ensued,  which 
lasted  for  some  time,  as  to  the  right  ot  the  senator 
to  withdraw  it.  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Calhoun, 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Preston  and  others,  denying  the 
right,  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr.  Sevier 
and  others,  maintaining  it. 

Mr.  Benton  then  asked  leave,  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  senate,  to  withdraw  it;  which  being  granted, 
the  senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

December  28.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a letter  from  the  state  department,  co- 
vering an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  collectors. 

Also,  from  the  legislative  council  of  Iowa,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  to  improve  and  continue  the 
military  road  from  Dubuque  to  Missouri. 

Also,  asking  an  amendment  of  the  organic  Iaw3 
of  the  territory. 

After  the  presentation  of  memorials  and  peti- 
tions, several  reports  from  committees,  on  private 
claims  were  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  bo 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  president  ot  the  U.  Stales 
to  negotiate  for  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  titles  to 
the  unpurchased  lands  lying  in  the  upper  peninsula  ct 
the  state  ot  Michigan. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  he  di- 1 
reeled  to  report  to  the  senate  a copy  of  correspondence 
between  the  department  and  the  governor  of  Indiana  1 
relative  to  the  lands  granted  to  the  state  by  the  act  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1S27,  for  that  part  of  the  Wabash 
and  Etie  canal  which  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  I 
Tippecanoe  river  and  the  line  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  j 
which  could  not  be  set  off  to  the  stale  of  Indiana  in  ! 
the  adjustment  that  took  place  in  1829  and  1S30,  in  | 
consequence  of  the  Indian  title  thereto  not  being  then  j 
extinguished.  And  that  he  also  report  what  quantity 
of  land  the  state  of  Indiana  is  still  entitled  to  under 
said  act  for  that  portion  of  said  canal;  and  what  por-  ] 
tion  of  the  land  has  been  granted  to  Indiana  already, 
as  Indian  reservations  by  treaty  with  the  Miamis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benlon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  relations 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  an  outfit  for  commodore  Porter,  not  provided 
for  when  appointed  resident  minister  at  Constantinople. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  assigning 
the  present  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
state  of  Mississippi  to  one  of  the  districts  in  said  state, 
and  of  appointing  a separate  judge  for  the  remaining 
district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a marshal  and  a dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  middle  district  of  Alabama. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole  arid  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading: 

A bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same,”  passed  the  18th 
clay  of  April,  1806. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  service. 

A bill  allowing  drawback  on  foreign  merchan- 
dise exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chihua- 
hua and  Saute  Fe,  in  Mexico. 

A bill  making  an  appropriation  to  complete  the 
removal  of  the  raft  of  Red  river,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

A bill  to  establish  a board  of  commissioners  to 
hear  and  examine  claims  against  the  U.  States. 

A number  of  relief  bills  were  also  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  29.  In  the  senate,  immediately  after 
the  reading  of  the  journal,  Mr.  Anderson  rose  to 
announce  the  death  of  his  colleague,  the  late  Felix 
Grundy,  of  Tennessee;  after  which  Mr.  Benlon 
followed,  adding  his  testimony  to  the  worth  of  the 
deceased. 

The  usual  resolutions  adopted  on  these  melan- 
choly occasions  were  then  passed,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  22.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  sundry  communications: 

I.  From  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  accompanied 
with  a list  of  officers  on  furlough  or  leave  of  ab- 
sence, showing  the  names  of  the  officers,  with  the 
cause  ol  absence,  the  time  absent,  the  expiration  ol 
furlough,  the  time  those  on  furlough  or  leave  have 
served  at  sea  at  any  one  time  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  how  often  their  furloughs  have  been  re- 
newed, Etc.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

From  this  return  it  appears  there  are  on  leave  or 
furlough  1 commander,  32  lieutenants,  4 surgeons, 
7 assistant  surgeons,  9 pursers,  13  passed  midship- 
men; total  66. 

II.  From  the  secretary  of  war,  with  a report  from 
the  commissioner  of  pensions,  containing  the  infor- 
mation which  is  required  to  be  laid  before  congress 
at  each  session  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  29ih 
May,  1830,  in  relation  to  pensioners,  revolutionary, 
invalid  or  otherwise,  who  shall  have  made  applica- 
tion for  pensions  or  an  increase  of  pensions,  and, 
who,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  provided  for,  but 
whose  cases  may'  not  be  embraced  by  the  laws. — 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

III.  From  the  clerk  of  the  house,  as  follows: 

To  the  hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunler,  speuker,  fyc. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  further  order  of  the 
house,  passed  December  21,  1840,  “that  said  report 
be  recommitted  to  the  clerk,  with  instructions  fur- 
ther to  report  by  what  authority,  on  what  vouchers, 
and  through  whom,  he  paid  to  E.  Bulkley  (he  sum 
ol  .$’500,  to  Bayse  Newcomb  the  sum  of  $'416,  and 
to  George  Lowry  the  sum  of  $104,  for  services  ren 
dered  by  them  in  taking  depositions  in  the  case  of 
the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  Ingersoll 
and  Naylor,  as  reported  in  Doc.  7;  by  what  authori- 


ty, and  on  what  vouchers,  he  sent  to  Mr.  Naylor  | 
money  to  pay  his  witnesses,  and  which  that  gentle- 
man says  he  returned;  whether  the  said  vouchers 
give  the  names  and  time  of  attendance  of  the  said 
witnesses,  in  w hose  hand  w riting  it  was  filed,  and 
what  has  become  of  the  same,”  I beg  leave  to  re- 
port— 

That  the  ’account  presented  by  E.  Bulkley  for 
services  as  clerk,  &c.  amounted  to  $869  50."  On 
the  lace  of  this  account  was  an  order  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  accounts  to  pay 
$500  to  said  Bulkley.  The  account  presented  by 
Bayse  Newcomb  for  services  as  commissioner,  Etc. 
amounted  to  $520.  By  a similar  order  written  on 
the  face  of  the  paper,  I was  directed  to  pay  $416. 
The  account  of  Geo.  Lowry,  as  doorkeeper,  amount- 
ing to  $104,  not  being  reduced  by  the  committee, 
was  directed  to  he  paid  by  a verbal  order.  In  like 
manner  the  sum  allowed  for  payment  of  witnesses 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Naylor,  amounting  to  $7S0  76,  was 
also  directed  to  be  paid  by  verbal  order,  w hich  is 
the  usual  mode  practised  by  the  committee  when 
accounts  are  clear  and  undisputed. 

The  voucheis  give  the  names  and  times  of  atten- 
dance of  witnesses;  but  having  no  acquaintance  with 
the  hand  writing  in  which  they  are  drawn,  I here- 
with communicate  the  original  papers  (Nos.  366, 
356)  for  the  use  of  the  house. 

The  various  sums  above  mentioned,  together  with 
one  other  of  $104  for  Peter  Lewis,  were  enclosed 
as  separate  drafts  to  the  hon.  Charles  Naylor,  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  be  paid  out  to  the  respective  claimants, 
as  will  appear  from  the  letter  of  the  accounting 
clerk  herewith  communicated  and  marked  A. 

In  Mr.  Naylor’s  answer  to  this  letter,  he  return- 
ed $7S0  76,  the  sum  allowed  for  witnesses,  and  also 
the  draft  for  $104  in  favor  of  Peter  Lewis,  stating 
that  he  did  not  feel  authorised  to  receive  and  pay 
out  the  same,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  his 
letter;  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated, 
and  marked  B. 

The  sum  of  $11  50  returned  by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  as 
stated  in  my  former  report,  and  $884  76  returned 
by  Mr.  Naylor,  have  been  credited  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  this  house. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARLAND, 

Clerk  of  house  of  reps.  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  this  communication  be  re- 
ferred to  tile  committee  on  accounts,  who  have  un- 
der consideration  the  clerk’s  communication  of  yes- 
terday upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  thought  the  report 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  ex- 
penditures, or  to  a select  committee,  as  it  was  the 
act  of  the  committee  on  accounts  that  was  under 
investigation.  He  moved  that  the  matter  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  public  expenditures. 

Mr.  Floyd  explained,  and  showed  the  propiiety 
of  the  reference  to  the  committee  on  accounts. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  reference  to  the 
committee  on  accounts,  and  carried. 

Among  the  petitions,  Etc.  presented  to-day,  were 
the  following: 

By  Mr.  Morgan,  the  petition  of  John  Richard- 
son and  other  citizens  of  Cayuga  county,  New 
York,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  P.  J.  Wagner,  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Cady  and  252  others,  inhabitants  of  Fulton  county, 
New  York,  praying  for  a iaw  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy. 

By  Mr.  Grinnell,  memorial  of  Paul  Babcock  and 
1,190  other  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  lor  the 
passage  of  a bankrupt  bill. 

Also,  a memorial  of  James  Mifflin  and  165  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a bank- 
rupt bill. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 
bounty  land  warrants  granted  lor  military  services 
in  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  lor 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  granting  a right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  lots 
in  the  town  of  Perrysburg,  in  the  state  of  Ohio — 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  lor  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  from  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  two  bills,  viz: 

A bill  making  temporary  provision  lor  lunatics 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 

A bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  corporate  exis- 
tence of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

These  bills  were  severally  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
stale  of  the  union. 

Mr.  F.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  concerning  navy  pensions  and 
half  pay. 
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Mr.  Adams  inquired  if  the  bill  contained  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  benefit  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Mr.  Thomas  answered  that  it  did;  that  there  was 
an  item  in  it  appropriating  upwards  of  $151,000  for 
the  benefit  of  that  fund;  and  that  he  contemplated 
calling  up  the  bill  tor  consideration  at  an  tally  day. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed  "to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  elections,  made  at  thp  last  session,  on 
the  contested  election  between  Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr. 
Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
a day  for  the  consideration  of  that  case,  and  propos- 
ed that  to-morrow  may  be  assigned  for  that  purpose. 

Alter  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Rices, 
Ci abb,  Fillmore,  Naylor,  Garland  and  Stanly,  Mr. 
Rives  varied  his  motion  to  tile  first  Tuesday  in  Ja- 
nuary, in  which  form  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Rariden,  on  the 
17th  inst.  directing  the  committee  on  public  lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  setting  apart 
$300,000  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lauds  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio  to 
its  western  termination,  catne  up  in  its  order  for 
consideration.  When  this  question  was  under  con- 
sideration on  the  17lh,  the  question  pending  was 
that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  question  being  put 
by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
yeas  105,  nays  82. 

Mr.  Duris,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  laid  over,  under  the  rule,  tor  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  5,000  copies  of  the  geological  report 
made  at  the  last  session  of  congress  by  the  commis- 
sioner cf  the  general  land  office  be  printed,  and  the 
maps  properly  engraved,  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  house. 

Mr.  Profit,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing a bill  providing  for  the  expenditure  of  8150,000  in 
each  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  during 
the  year  1841,  on  the  Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  Profit  would  say  a word  or  two,  he  said,  as 
it  might  possibly  have  a good  effect  upon  this  house, 
and  upon  the  portion  of  country  which  he  in  part 
represented.  In  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  all  the 
public  implements,  steamboats  and  instruments, 
employed  in  the  construction  of  the  public  works, 
had  been  ordered  to  be  sold  under  instructions  from 
the  general  government.  He  saw,  also,  that,  on 
the  lake  border,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michi- 
gan and  Wiskonsin,  the  implements  and  instruments 
had  also  been  directed  to  be  sold  by  the  authoiity 
of  the  United  States.  He  did  not  wish  to  create 
any  excitement,  prejudice  or  sectional  feeling;  but 
he  called  on  the  house  and  country  to  take  notice 
of  what  he  said,  that  the  time  would  soon  come, 
unless  a different  course  of  proceeding  were  adopt- 
ed, when  the  eight  states  and  territories  of  the 
west,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts  to  keep  out  sec- 
tional feeling,  would  be  constrained  to  make  their 
weight  felt  on  this  floor.  They  had  asked  a fair 
distribution  of  the  expenditures  and  proceeds  of  the 
general  government.  During  the  last  year,  not  one 
dollar  had  been  expended  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Iowa  or  Wiskonsin. 
Every  day  something  was  heard  about  southern 
rights,  feelings  and  interests.  He  saw-,  also,  by  the 
records,  that  appropriations  had  been  made  for  the 

Berwick  branch  of  the  Piscataqna  liver. He 

asked,  why  was  it  that  the  w'est,  which  was  an  em- 
pire in  itself,  was  to  be  trampled  on  in  this  way? 
Here,  a deliberate  vote  had  been  given  that  this 
great  work  of  the  Cumberland  Road  should  be  aban- 
doned. The  weight  of  the  west  had  already  been 
felt— in  a majority  of  26,000  from  one  state,  19,000 
from  another,  and  13,000  from  a third;  and  in’ the 
next  presidential  conte- 1,  gentlemen  would  see  half 
a million  of  votes  poured  down  to  decide  these  mat- 
ters. And,  if  something  was  not  done,  he  would 
go  home  and  ask  his  people  whether  they  would  r ot 
foice  both  sections  of  country  to  do  justice  to  them. 

Mr.  P.  alluded,  amongst  other  things,  to  the  foity 
thousand  Indian  warriors  congregated  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Arkansas,  and  to  the  absence  of  posts  of 
defence.  It  might  become  necessary  for  a great 
western  convention  to  assemble  at  some  ce'ntral 
point,  in  order  to  compel  justice  to  be  done  to  them. 
Would  the  house  force  such  a step  upon  the  west? 
Whenever  the  south  had  asked  an  appropriation  of 
the  public  funds,  the  west  had  come  boldly  lorwaid 
and  voted  tor  it.  So  with  the  north;  and  yet  the 
west  might  ask  in  vain. 

Oup  prediction  he  w’ould  make,  and  he  assured 
gentlemen  they  would  see  it  vetified.  They  w ould 
witness  an  agitation,  a union,  a determination  on 
ttie  part  of  the  west,  which  no  power  on  this  floor 
could  resist. 

Mr.  P.  alluded  to  the  increased  representation 
‘ which  the  western  states  would  have  under  the  new 
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census,  and  the  still  greater  increase  in  1852;  when, 
he  said,  the  west  would  teach  the  nation  a lesson 
which  it  had  long  been  wanting,  and  would  compel 
it  to  do  justice. 

He  desired  that  the  vote  on  this  resolution  might 
be  considered  as  a test  vote  as  regarded  the  Cum- 
berland road.  If  the  work  was  to  be  abandoned, 
let  the  people  of  the  west  know  it. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  (round  whom  the  members 
crowded  so  thickly  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for 
the  reporter  to  know  what  was  goiDgon)  offered 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

“And  also  $S0,000  for  that  part  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  Maryland  between  Rockville  and  the  Mono- 
cacy  river.” 

Mr.  J.  was  then  understood  to  say  that  he  did  not 
know  how  often  this  question  had  been  pressed  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  nor  how  often  it  had 
been  introduced  at  this.  His  object  in  rising  was 
to  present  the  amendment  he  had  proposed,  and  to 
say  to  gentlemen  of  the  west  that,  in  all  their  efforts 
to  procure  the  continuation  of  this  road,  they  had 
invariably  opposed  the  most  important  part  of  it, 
namely,  that  which  lay  between  Rockville  and 
Fredericktown,  in  Maryland.  [Much  laughter.] 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Profit ) had 
hinted  at  nullification.  He  (Mr.  J.)  had  hereto- 
fore heard  of  nullifying  laws  already  passed;  but 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  went  further  than  this 

he  was  for  forming  a western  confederacy  because 

congress  would  not  pass  laws.  [Laughter.]  He 
(Mr.  J.)  commended  the  gentleman’s  patriotism  in 
the  efforts  he  was  making  in  behalf  of  this  road, 
but  submitted  to  hirn  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  accept  this  amendment  as  a part  of  his  own  pro- 
position. 

Mr.  Profit  said  he  would  do  so,  if  the  gentlemen 
would  so  modify  it  as  to  instruct  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  having  consented  so  to  modify 
bis  amendment— 

Mr.  Profit  accepted  the  amendment  as  a modifi- 
cation of  his  own  proposition. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  modified — 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  he  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  ( Mr.  Proffit)  spoke  by  authority  from 
the  whole  western  country.  He  (Mr.  H.)  spoke 
only  for  his  particular  district,  and  he  would  say, 
that  if  the  gentlemen  from  the  west  must  have  their 
money,  the  most  easy  way  would  be  not  to  aid  in 
getting  up  a tariff,  but  to  make  their  pork  and 
whiskey,  and  give  it  in  exchange  for  cotton.  This 
would  be  a fair  bargain.  If  gentlemen  wanted  mo- 
ney, let  them  come  and  trade  for  it.  They  could 
beat  his  (Mr.  H’s)  people  at  trading  much  better 
than  they  could  the  Yankees.  Let  them,  then 
bring  on  their  products  and  make  a fair  swap;  they 
would  do  more  by  this  than  by  calling  conventions 
or  levying  armies. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  resolution; 
and  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  when 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this 
motion,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  J.  Allen,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Botts,  Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown, 
A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Samson  H.  Butler,  William  O. 
Butler,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll.  Carter,  Clifford, 
Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper, 
Crabb,  Craig,  E.  Davies,  John  Davis. Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dellet,  Doig,  Earl,  Eastman.  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gar- 
land, Gerry,  Goggin,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hawes 
Hawkins,  Hill,  of  Va.  Hill,  of  N.  C.  Hopkins,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lewis, 
Lowell,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McClure,  McCulloch, 
McKay,  Marchand,  Miller,  Montanya.  S.  W.  Morris, 
Nisbet,  Parrnenter,  Parris,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Rayner, 
Rives,  E.  Rogers,  Ryall,  Shaw,  Shepard,  John  Smith, 
Stanly,  Strong,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  D.  D. 
Wagener.  Warren,  Watterson,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wise — 9f. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W Allen,  Andrews, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond.  Brewster,  Brisgs, 
Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  Chittenden,  Clark, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cross,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dana,  J. 
W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dennis,  Doan,  Doe,  Duncan, 
Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Galbraith,  Gentrv,  Gid- 
dings,  Goode,  Granger,  Green,  Hammond,  Win.  S. 
Hastings,  John  Hastings,  Henry,  Hook,  Hunt,  James, 
Jameson,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  W m . C.  Johnson, 
Kempsha  1,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mason,  Medill. 
Mitchell.  Monroe,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Morrow,  Nay- 
lor, Newhard,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parrish,  Pavnter, 
Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reynolds,  Ridg- 
way,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Simonton,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Sweeny,  Taylor, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett, 


Trumbull,  P.  J.  Wagner,  Weller,  John  White,  Wick, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop — 92. 

And  so  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Morgan  on  the  17th 
i nst.  requesting  the  postmaster  general  to  commu- 
nicate the  amount  expended  by  the  department  for 
special  agents,  &c.  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Dawson 
on  the  17th  inst.  came  up,  in  order  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  the 
number  of  claims  which  have  been  presented  to  that 
department  for  horses,  &c.  lost  in  the  several  cam- 
paigns in  Florida  against  the  Seminole  Indians;  how 
many  have  been  allowed  and  paid;  and  the  reasons 
why  the  others  have  not  been  paid.  And  that  the  se- 
cretary of  war  be  also  requested  to  recommend  such 
amendments  to  the  laws  regulating  such  claims  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  secure  to  the  soldiers  a remu- 
neration for  the  losses  thus  sustained  in  the  service  of 
the  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  word  recommend 
was  struck  out,  and  the  word  slate  substituted  in  its 
place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  la.  the  resolution  was 
amended  by  adding  as  follows: 

“And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  similar  information 
be  laid  before  this  house;  or  the  same  information  in 
relation  to  claims  growing  out  of  the  Black  Hawk  war.’’ 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  moved  further  to  amend 
by  striking  out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
calls  on  the  secretary  of  war  to  state  such  amend- 
ments as  he  thinks  the  law  referred  to  in  the  reso- 
lution requires. 

Upon  this  proposition  a discussion  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  W.  C.  Johnson,  Wise  and  McKay  advocated 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tur- 
ney, Dawson  and  Cooper,  of  Ga. 

Mr.  Reynolds  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  sustained,  and  the  vote  was  then  taken  on  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  and 
carried. 

And  the  resolution  as  thus  amended  was  adopted. 

The  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Barnard  on  the 
17th  instant,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry for  a slatement  of  the  aggregate  revenue  which 
accrued  to  the  government  from  customs,  from  lands, 
and  under  the  head  of  what  is  usually  denominated 
“miscellaneous,”  in  the  years  1337,  ’38,  ’39  and  ’40, 
&c.  came  up  in  order  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Barnard  said  he  wished  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  these  resolulions;  that  he  was  prepared  to 
do  it  now,  or,  if  the  house  preferred,  he  would  post- 
pone them  till  to-morrow;  and,  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  house,  he  would  move  an  adjournment. 

Which  motion  was  carried,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  23.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral, with  a list;of  all  mail  curtailments  made  since 
the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  with  the 
time  when  ordered,  the  time  when  they  took  effect, 
and  the  amount  saved  by  each  curtailment.  This 
information  is  furnished  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the 
house  of  the  15th  instant.  The  postmaster  general 
states  that  the  retrenchments  rendered  necessary  by 
the  financial  condition  of  the  department  are  still 
in  progress;  and,  as  considerable  examination  is  re- 
quired, they  will  not  probably  be  completed  before 
the  first  of  February  next.  The  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  were  the 
following: 

By  Mr.  Tillinghast,  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Burr 
&.  Smith,  of  Warren,  Rhode  Island,  praying  for  the 
refunding  of  certain  duties  paid  on  oil  reshipped 
coastwise;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

By  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  the  memorial  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  praying  the  re- 
duction of  the  pi  ice  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Reynolds  moved  the  reference  of  this  memo- 
rial to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  with  in- 
structions to  the  committee  to  report  a bill  to  grant 
prospective  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  and  to  reduce  the  price  to  settlers  on 
the  said  lands,  according  to  the  value  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Reynolds  having  intimated  his  intention  to 
debate  the  matter,  the  memorial,  by  the  rules  of  the 
house,  lies  over  for  one  day.  Mr.  R.  of  course,  has 
the  floor  when  the  subject  comes  up. 

During  the  presentation  of  petitions.  Mr.  James, 
of  Pennsylvania,  offered  to  present  one  from  an 
anti-slavery  society  in  Pennsylvania,  the  contents 
of  which  he  proceeded  to  state,  (reading  from  the 
body  of  the  document).  Mr.  J.  was  understood  to 
preface  his  statement  wilh  the  remark  that  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  petition  did,  or  did  not,  come 
within  the  rule  of  the  last  session — but  that  he 
wished  the  decision  of  the  speaker  on  that  point. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  objected  to  the  reading  of  the 
contents.  A member  was  in  duty  bound  to  read 
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a petition  to  ascertain  its  contents,  and  he  certainly 
must  know  whether  they  came  in  conflict  with  the 
rule  of  the  house  or  not. 

Mr.  James  was  understood  to  express  the  opinion 
that  the  contents  did  not  come  within  the  letter  of 
the  rule,  though  the  speaker  might  be  of  opinion  that 
they  came  within  the  spirit. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  with  the  statement  of  the 
contents. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  called  the  gentleman  to  order, 
the  speaker  said  it  would  be  necessary  that  a 
brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  petition  should 
be  made,  in  order  that  he  might  decide  whether  it 
came  within  the  rule  or  not. 

And  Mr.  James  having  concluded  his  statement, 

The  petition  was  handed  to  the  speaker,  who, 
after  an  examination  of  its  contents,  decided  that  it 
did  come  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  James  then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule 
to  enable  the  petition  to  be  received. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  subse- 
quently withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  Adams  renewed  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were 
yeas  99,  nays  53. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  asked  leave  to  move  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  the  names  of  all  the  postmasters 
throughout  the  union  who  have  been  removed  from 
office  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1S29,  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  appointed  in  their  places;  underscoring 
the  names  of  all  those  removed  for  official  delinquency 
or  misdemeanor,  and  specifying  the  nature  thereof,  the 
complaint  upon  which  the  removal  was  made,  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  such  complaint,  and  whether  the 
officer  removed  was  made  acquainted  with  the  com- 
plaint, confronted  with  his  accusers,  or  allowed  to  be 
heard  in  his  defence. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  McKay,  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  the  twro  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  commumcale  to  this  house,  if  compa- 
tible with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence between  this  government  and  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  relative  to  any  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  that  government  which  may  have  a tendency  to  in- 
terrupt our  commerce  with  China- 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  furnishing 
to  each  of  the  state  legislatures  a copy  of  the  printed 
documents  of  both  houses,  and  of  the  register  of  de- 
bates, and  of  all  other  publications  made  by  order  of 
either  house, ifa  sufficient  number  of  copies  remain  on 
hand. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cranston,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
spindle  on  a sunken  rock  near  the  centre  ofNarragan- 
sett  bay,  on  the  west  of  Prudence  Island. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
a sum  of  money  for  clearing  out  the  obstructions  to 
navigation  in  Providence  river  at  or  near  Providence, 
and  at  or  near  Pautucket,  both  or  either. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  it  was 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be, 
and  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing  a national  armory  on  the  western 
waters  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains;  and  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise,  as  may  he  deemed  most  expedi- 
ent; and  that  all  memorials  and  papers  on  file  in  the 
clerk’s  office,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  he  placed  in 
the  hands  of  said  commit'ee. 

Mr.  Profit  said  he  had  received  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  informing  him  that  it  would  take 
a large  number  of  clerks  about  two  months  to  pre- 
pare the  papers  in  answer  to  a call  he  had  moved 
on  a former  day;  that  he  did  not  intend  to  extend 
the  call  as  far  as  was  understood  by  the  secretary; 
and  he  therefore  moved  the  following  explanatory 
resolution;  which  the  house  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  this 
house,  adopted  on  the  17th  December,  as  calls  for  all 
the  correspondence  between  the  war  department  and 
the  superintendents  of  the  Cumberland  road,  &c.  is 
hereby  rescinded;  and  the  said  department  is  required 
to  furnish  oidy  copies  of  the  orders  (if  any  such  have 
been  given)  to  suspend  operations  on  the  public  works 
on  the  lake-borders  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illi- 
nois, Wiskonsin,  and  on  the  Cumberland  road  in 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois;  and  also  copies  of orders  to 
sell  the  machinery,  tools,  implements,  &.c,  used  on  said 
works,  and  belonging  to  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Indian  department,  and  for  carrying 
into  effect  Indian  treaties  in  1841;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Barnard  inquired  what  amount  it  was  pro- 
posed to  appropriate  by  the  bill  just  reported, 
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Mr.  Jones  answered,  upwards  of  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  same  committee,  then  re- 
ported a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  navy  for 
the  year  1841;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McClellen,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the 
falling  of  the  chandelier  in  the  hall  of  the  house  yvas 
caused  by  a defect  in  workmanship  and  construction; 
and  also  whether  any  money  has  been  paid  by  the 
clerk,  and,  if  not,  whether  any  ought  to  be  paid,  to  the 
constructor  of  the  chandelier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weller,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quired to  report  to  this  house  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what,  part  or  surplus  of  additional  sections,  or  parts  of 
sections,  (lying  along  and  adjoining  and  within  the  line 
of  alternate  sections,  on  the  Miami  canal,  in  the  state 
of  Ohio,  and  withheld  from  sale  at  the  same  time),  have 
been  sold  since  January  1, 1830,  to  January  1,  1836; 
also,  that  he  state  to  whom  said  lands  were  sold,  at 
what  offices,  at  what  time,  and  at  what  price;  and  that 
he  furnish  copies  of  all  instructions  given  by  the  differ- 
ent commissioners  of  the  general  land  office,  from  time 
to  time,  to  withholding  from  sale  lands  on  the  route  of 
said  Miami  canal,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  alternate 
sections  on  said  canal. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  moved  that  the  bill  of 
the  last  session.  No.  100,  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures  of  this  house  at  the  last 
session,  “to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports,” and  which  passed  both  houses,  and  was 
lost  for  the  want  of  the  action  of  this  house  on 
some  amendments  of  the  senate,  be  referred,  with 
the  amendments  of  the  senate,  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  asked  to  introduce 
this  bill  by  genera!  consent  he  (Mr.  P.)  should  ob- 
ject, because  he  was  opposed  to  the  policy  and  the 
expediency  of  the  bill,  and  he  objected,  therefore, 
to  give  it  any  precedence  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Jldums)  to  submit  his  motion.  He  (Mr.  S.)  be- 
lieved that  false  alarms  had  gone  forth  in  relation 
to  the  bill.  He  had  himself  felt  some  opposition 
to  it  at  the  last  session,  but  since  he  had  seen  the 
movements  of  some  of  the  foreigners  (Mr.  Jaffray 
and  others)  he  thought  it  highly  necessary  that 
some  such  measure  should  be  adopted  in  order  to 
put  a stop  to  frauds  on  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  bill  in  re- 
ference to  which  the  motion  had  been  made  was 
the  revenue  bill,  as  it  was  called? 

Mr.  Adams.  Yes. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman  proposed  to  introduce  the  new  tariff 
bill  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  sections? 

Mr.  Adams  said  his  proposition  was  to  refer  the 
bill,  as  it  passed  both  houses  of  congress  at  the 
last  session  by  a majority  of  at  least  two  to  one, 
anil  which  was  defeated  on  one  of  the  last  days  of 
session  by  objection  made  to  taking  it  up  merely 
to  pass  upon  a small  amendment  that  was  pending 
between  the  two  houses.  His  motion  was  to  refer 
the  bill  in  the  state  in  which  it  was  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  last  session,  to  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures. It  was  not  his  purpose  to  refer  it  with  a 
view  to  report  the  whole  of  the  same  bill.  And, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise ) had 
made  the  inquiry,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  state  that, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned',  he  did  not  propose  to 
report  that  part  of  the  bill  which  was  added  by  the 
senate  to  the  original  bill  which  went  from  (his 
house.  That  bill  contained,  in  point  of  fact,  two 
bills  founded  upon  two  different  states  of  circum- 
stances; the  first  founded  upon  a report  from  the 
treasury  department  recommending  provisions  of 
that  kind,  and  founded,  also,  upon  a great  multitude 
of  petitions  from  the  manufacturers  of  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  frauds  on  the  reve- 
nue. That  was  the  bill,  the  subject  matter  of 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, and  reported  to  this  house. 

As  to  the  other  subject  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  was  pleased  to  call  a bill 
of  thirteen  or  fourteen  sections  of  new  tariff,  that 
was  a bill  founded  upon  complaints  on  the  part  of 
the  administration  here,  and  particularly  of  the 
collector  of  customs  in  New  York,  against  certain 
constructions  which  had  been  given  to  the  act  of 
1832  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  cor- 
recting those  constructions  so  far  as  to  give  the  le- 
gislative construction  in  the  same  bill.  The  latter 
bill  was  not  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, but  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means; 
though,  he  believed,  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  never  acted  upon  it  at  all.  At  all  events, 


they  made  no  report;  and  he  did  not  know  that 
they  bad  ever  considered  the  subject  at  all.  But 
when  the  other  bill  for  the  suppression  of  frauds  on 
the  revenue  went  from  this  house  to  the  senate,  it 
was  there  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
which  same  committee  was  also  referred  the  other 
subject  which,  in  this  house,  bad  been  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  reference  of  both  subjects  to  the 
committee  on  finance  of  the  senate,  that  committee 
reported  the  bill  which  went  from  this  house  for 
the  suppression  of  frauds  with  certain  amend- 
ments, and  then  reported  an  additional  bill,  which 
was  the  bill  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
characterised  as  a bill  containing  thirteen  or  four- 
teen sections  of  new  tariff.  And  the  bill,  having 
been  thus  amended  and  added  to  by  the  senate,  was 
returned  to  this  house,  where  the  whole  bill,  as  it 
came  from  the  senate,  was  passed  with  certain 
small  amendments.  Those  amendments  went  back 
to  the  senate,  and  were  again  sent  back  to  this 
house  with  some  small  amendments;  and  it  was  in 
this  state  that  the  bill,  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
failed  simply  for  want  of  time;  it  failed  on  a mo 
tion  made  by  himself  that  the  house  take  it  up  out 
of  its  order.  There  was  a large  majority — say 
about  90  to  60 — in  favor  of  the  motion;  but  not 
two-thirds,  as  required  by  the  rule,  and  the  bill 
could  not  therefore  be  taken  up.  Now,  his  motion 
was  to  refer  the  bill,  in  that  state,  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures;  and  it  would  be  for  that  commit- 
tee to  report  it,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  they  might 
think  proper. 

It  was  not  his  wish,  so  far  as  his  vote  went,  to 
report  a revenue  bill,  or  a tariff  bill,  as  the  gentle- 
man was  pleased  to  call  it,  but  to  report  a bill  for 
the  suppression  of  frauds;  and,  in  statiug  this  to 
be  his  motive,  he  wished  that  the  committee  on 
manufactures  might  have  the  whole  subject  before 
them,  and  they  would  decide  whether  they  would 
report  the  bill  in  the  state  in  which  it  was,  or  only 
a part  of  it. 

His  object  further  was  to  lay  before  the  commit- 
tee and  this  house  what  were  called  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  to  which 
he  dpsired  to  call  the  attention  of  his  friend  from 
New  York  in  his  eye.  It  was  called  a meeting  of 
the  merchants  of  New  York;  and  who  were  they? 
They  were  three  or  four 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Adams,  who  desired  that  he  might  not  be  inter- 
rupted]. 

Mr.  A.  continued.  This  meeting  will  give 
some  little  information  to  the  house  about  their 
own  proceedings,  and  it  will  tell  what  is  the  way 
in  which  these  merchants  (so  calling  themselves) 
of  New  Yor  k treat  this  house — in  vvhat  manner 
they  say  this  house  is  to  be  managed,  with 
money  and  champagne,  to  decide  bills  of  this  kind. 
The  proceedings  of  that  meeting  have  been  re- 
ported in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  New  York;  and 
will  show  what  is  the  estimation  in  which  this 
house  stands  with  that  class  of  the  merchants  of  N. 
York.  I believe  there  is  not  a native  of  New 
York  among  them;  they  are  the  very  people  in 
view  of  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  re- 
venue was  passed.  They  are  the  allies  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens),  and  I 
congratulate  him  on  the  character  of  his  allies. 
Mr.  A.  having  concluded,  and  Mr.  Wise  having 
taken  the  floor,  a question  was  raised  as  to  the 
order  of  this  debate. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adamsi  had  proceeded  by  general  con- 
sent— and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  only 
proceed  in  the  same  way. 

After  a few  moments’  delay — Mr.  Wise,  hav- 
ing obtained  the  indulgence  of  the  house,  said 
that  he  was  not  in  his  place  lor  five  or  six  months 
of  the  last  session,  and  he  did  not,  therefore, 
know  that  he  was  correct  in  every  particular  as  to 
this  matter,  though  he  thought  he  was  so  a3  to  the 
facts  generally.  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  that 
when  this  bill  came  up  originally,  it  came  up  as  a 
bill  professedly  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue 
— not  to  disturb  the  tariff  question — or  to  interfere 
with  the  compromise  act — but  a bill  to  prevent 
Irauds — to  enforce  the  existing  tariff.  As  such  a 
bill,  it  had  passed  this  house.  It  was  discussed 
here;  and  although  he  was  opposed  to  it  in  that  as- 
pect, as  being  in  many  of  its  provisions  anti-com- 
mercial, yet  he  made  no  particular  opposition  to  it 
at  the  time;  and  he  believed  it  received  little  or 
none.  The  bill  passed  the  house,  and  went  to  the 
senate;  and  there,  under  the  specious  title  of  a bill 
to  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue,  a bill  of  some 
fifteen  or  sixteen  sections  was  swelled  out  into 
thirty-two  or  three;  and  when  southern  gentlemen 
came  to  look  at  the  last  section,  they  found  that 
duties  had  been  laid  upon  linen,  worsted,  silks,  and 
articles  in  which  they  felt  an  interest;  and  that  the 


senate,  without  giving  particular  attention  to  the 
bill,  had  laid  on  a new  tariff  in  fact,  disturbing  the 
compromise,  as  he  contended,  aqjl  increasing  the 
duties  from  nothing  to  fifty  per  cent,  in  some  in- 
stances— and  from  a nominal  amount  to  25  per 
cent,  in  others.  According  to  the  information 
which  he  had,  this  bill,  with  its  14  sections  provid- 
ing a new  tariff,  never  did  pass  this  house.  If  he 
was  wrong,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
wauld  correct  him. 

Some  further  interruption  here  took  place  on  a 
point  of  order,  but  being  permitted  to  proceed — 
Mr.  Wise  continued.  He  arraigned  this  adminis- 
tration for  this  new  tariff  brought  forward  by  the 
chairman  ofthe  coramitteeon  finance  ( Mr.  Wright ); 
and  although  many  of  our  whig  senators  voted  for 
it,  yet  he  (Mr.  W.)  forgave  them  because  he  believ- 
ed they  knew  not  what  they  did.  This  was  all  he 
had  to  say  except  to  repeat  the  declaration  (though 
not  then  present  in  his  seat)  that  the  bill  containing 
these  fourteen  sections  never  did  pass  the  house. 
If  it  had  come  up,  there  was  one  eye  that  would 
have  watched  it,  one  vote  that  would  have  opposed 
it,  one  member  ofthe  house  that  would  have  resist- 
ed it  pugnis  et  calcibus.  He  had  at  the  time  spoken 
to  a colleague  of  his,  not  upon  the  committee,  but 
who  had  assured  him  that  he  might  make  himself 
easy,  for  that,  with  the  sections  appended  to  it  by 
the  senate,  the  bill  would  never  kick  again. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the  N.  York 
merchants,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams)  had  referred,  were  caricatured, 
as  he  (Mr.  VV.)  was  told,  in  the  New  York  “He- 
rald;” and,  in  that  paper  Mr.  J affray  was  said  to 
have  arraigned  congress  for  neglect  or  dereliction 
of  duty,  for  loving  champagne  better  than  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  and  to  have  said  that  money 
was  required  for  an  agent  to  represent  any  interest 
at  the  seat  of  government.  Mr.  \V.  here  adverted 
to  the  fact  that  a letter  had  been  written  by  Mr. 
Jaffray  denying  the  truth  of  this  report  in  the  “He- 
rald,” &c. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  could  not  see  the  object  of  raising 
a tariff  discussion  now;  nor  of  the  assertion  of  tlje 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  (tint 
gentlemen  of  the  south  were  the  allies  of  those  who 
were  disposed  to  slander  the  members  of  this  house. 
Snell  men  were  not  the  allies  of  the  south  on  this 
subject.  The  south  stood  alone  upon  its  own 
strength.  All  they  ask  urns,  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion where  it  was  in  1833;  and  when  the  tarifl  ques- 
tion was  raised,  as  it  must  shortly  be,  let  it  be 
brought  out  boldly,  and  not  be  insidiously  sneaked 
into  a bill  professing,  by  its  title,  to  be  a bill  to  pre- 
vent frauds  on  the  revenue. 

Ttiis  bill  was  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  and  he 
believed  that,  by  the  rule,  it  died  with  the  session, 
and  must  be  introduced  de  novo;  and  he,  therefore, 
added  his  objection  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens)  either  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a new  tariff  or  the  prevention  of  frauds 
on  the  revenue  in  ‘.lie  manner  in  which  that  bill  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Monroe  rose  and,  after  some  commotion,  ob- 
tained the  general  consent  of  the  house  to  say  a few 
words. 

He  was  not  so  fortunate,  he  sa-d,  as  to  be  in  his 
seat  when  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adams)  first  rose  to  make  his  motion  in  relation  to 
this  memorable  bill  of  the  last  session  of  conirress. 
He  (Mr.  M.)  was  sorry  and  somewhat  afraid  to 
come  in  contact  with  that  gentleman  at  anytime. 
My  respects  for  him  (continued  Mr.  M.)  would 
alone  induce  me  to  refrain  from  answering  him  in 
this  house  whenever  I can  consistently  do  so.  But 
I represent  in  part  a constituency,  whom  it  seems 
to  be  the  peculiar  prerogative  of  some  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  to  assail — the  high-minded  and  honorable 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

I do  not  rise,  Mr.  Spcuker,  to  make  an  address  to 
this  house  in  behalf  of  those  who  may  fall  justly 
under  the  denunciation  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;  but  l do  not  desire  to  har  e 
connected  with  that  clas3  the  whole  commercial 
community  of  the  great  emporium  of  this  land. 
The  gentleman  tells  you  of  a meeting  which  has 
been  held  by  the  merchants  of  New  York.  It  is 
true  such  a meeting  was  held,  and  it  wms  attended 
by  some  gentlemen  who  aie  as  high-minded  and 
honorable  as  the  gentlemen  himself;  and  if  he  knew 
them,  he  would  respect  as  I,  and  eveiy  man  w ho 
knows  them,  do  respect  them.  I admit  there  was 
a certain  newspaper  which  undertook  to  publish  a 
mere  caricature  of  the  proceedings  of  that  meet- 
ing— a publication  which  has  been  deeply  mortify- 
ing to  the  merchants  who  attended  that  meeting 
with  honest  views  and  for  honest  purposes. 

It  is  known  to  the  members  of  this  house,  that  I 
havb  seldom  taken  the  floor,  or  occupied  its  time  in 
debate.  I will,  therefore,  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
house  to  read  this  letter  from  Mr.  Jaffray. 
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The  letter  was  then  read  (by  the  clerk)  as  follows: 
New  York,  Dec.  21,  1840. 

My  dear  sir:  It  was  not  till  last  Friday  that  I 
learnt,  for  the  first  time,  that  a ridiculous  article  in 
the  “Herald,”  ascribed  !o  me,  bad  caused  much 
hostility  against  me  at  Washington;  and  I immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  contradict  it  in  the  same  paper, 
of  which  I sent  a copy  to  every  member  of  congress. 
It  was  a complete  burlesque — about  as  like  what  I 
said  as  a monkey  is  like  a man,  Here  it  was  view- 
ed in  this  light;  laughed  at  for  a day,  and  forgot,  as 
usual  with  the  jokes  of  that  paper;  and  I and  others 
were  surprised  when  we  found  that  it  bad  been  re- 
ceived as  gospel  at  Washington.  When  it  appeared, 
I was  amused  by  it;  but,  at  the  same  time,  1 asked 
a good  many  of  my  friends  if  I ought  to  reply  to 
it.  With  one  accord  they  dissuaded  me  from  doing 
so,  from  the  well  known  character  of  the  paper  in 
turning  every  thing  to  ridicule,  which,  they  said, 
was  as  well  known  at  Washington  as  it  is  beie.  I 
thought,  so  too,  and  dismissed  the  matter  from  my 
mind.  Few  things,  in  my  long  life,  have  grieved 
me  so  much.  The  object  of  what  1 said  was  dia- 
metrically the  reverse.  It  was  to  convince  the  meet- 
ing that  an  agency  at  Washington  was  perfectly 
honorable,  and  had  not,  and  could  not  have, 
any  sinister  object,  but  was  usual  in  all  coun- 
tries which  had  legislative  bodies.  You  known  as 
well  as  I do  the  peculiar  talent  of  the  editor  of  that 
paper  for  caricature,  which  furnishes  so  much  amuse- 
ment to  all  this  city,  and  has  long  done  so.  My 
respect  for  congress  was  greatly  increased  by  my 
visit  last  July,  and  this  has  been  the  subject  of  my 
daily  conversation  ever  since  that  time.  And  I had 
been  so  much  giatified,  that  I had  intended  to  repeat 
my  visit  every  winter,  and  it  would  be  most  painful 
to  me  to  be  precluded  from  doing  so  by  so  foolish  a 
thing  as  this  ludicrous  travesty. 

As  I have  not  time  to  write  to  every  one,  may  I 
request  that  you  will  show  this  letter  to  the  mem- 
bers from  this  city,  and  to  any  other  gentlemen 
whom  you  may  think  fit.  1 have  the  honor  to  be, 
yours,  respectfully,  ROBERT  JAFFRAY. 

The  bon.  James  Monroe,  Washington. 

Mr.  Cushing  inquired  of  Mr.  Monroe  whether  the 
writer  of  the  letter  was  an  American  or  a foreigner? 
If  he  was  a British  subject,  as  he  (Mr.  C.)  under- 
stood him  to  be,  he  wished  to  know  the  fact  whether 
we  were  to  have  British  influence  here. 

Mr.  Monroe  replied  that  the  writer  was,  he  believ- 
ed, a Scotchman  by  birth,  but  that  his  character 
stood  veiy  high  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  one  ot 
our  most  respectable  importing  merchants.  He 
(Mr.  M.)  bad  never  seen  the  gentleman  till  he  had 
met  him  here  at  the  last  session,  and  had  only  seen 
him  once  or  twice  since.  But  what  he  would  say 
was,  that  if  there  should  grow  up  in  the  city  of  N. 
York  an  alien  merchant — a foreigner,  or  a Virginian 
or  Georgian — and  his  character  should  not  prove 
such  33  it  ought  to  be,  that  isolated  instance  of  un- 
worthiness  should  not  be  permitted  to  detract  from 
the  character  of  the  great  community  of  merchants 
there. 

In  reply  to  the  remark  which  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  that  there 
had  been  no  discussion  on  the  bill,  I will  here  de- 
clare (said  Mr.  M.)  that  the  only  decent  and  par- 
liamentary discussion  which  I have  heard  in  this 
house  in  the  whole  seven  or  eight  months  during 
which  I have  had  the  honor  of  a seat,  was  on  that 
very  bill.  It  was  discussed  three  days,  without  the 
introduction  of  party  politics,  but  with  reference 
simply  to  its  merits  and  demerits.  If  political  con- 
siderations were  brought  in  at  all,  it  was  only  in  a 
momentary  allusion  to  myself  and  my  colleagues, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  seemed 
to  think  he  might  gain  strength  to  his  argument  in 
the  eyes  of  one  parly,  by  intimating  that  we  had  no 
reason  to  oppose  the  bill  except  that  we  w ere  politi- 
cally opposed  to  the  administration. 

I wish  this  bill  to  be  referred.  Let  us  have  an 
open,  bona  fide,  stateinanlike  plan  proposed  to  us 
of  protecting  the  revenue  from  fraud,  and  I will  go 
for  it  honestly  and  heartily.  But  I will  not  go  for  a 
bill  proscribing  any  particular  class  of  men.  And 
I hope  that  when  a bill  does  come  up  we  shall  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Jaffary,  or  any  other  indi- 
vidual, or  merchant;  but  that  we  shall  take  it  up  as 
the  representatives  of  freemen,  and  adopt  or  reject 
it  according  to  its  merits;  this  is  the  only  course 
worthy  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Pickens  here  explained  that  if  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ( Mr.  Adams) 
was  simply  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures,  that  they  might  report  such  parts  as 
they  thought  proper,  without  giving  it  any  prece- 
dence, lie  (Mr.  P.)  would  make  no  objection. 

Mr.  Mams  explained  that  he  had  expressly  stated 
such  to  be  his  object. 

Mr.  A.  then  corrected  an  error  into  which  he  said 
he  had  fallen,  in  stating  that  the  second  bill  had  ac- 


tually passed  the  house.  It  was  considered  in  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  and  was  reported,  with 
l wo  or  three  small  amendments  only,  by  a majority 
of  that  committee;  and  it  was  upon  those  amend- 
ments that  the  bill  failed,  on  his  motion  to  take  it  up 
as  before  stated. 

After  a few  w'ords  from  Messrs.  IFi’seand  Stanly. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  131, 
nays  45. 

Two-thirds  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rule  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Adams ’ motion  to  re- 
fer the  bill,  with  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures,  was  then  fuily  be- 
fore the  house. 

M r.  Wise  moved  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  question  on  reference  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures  taking  precedence,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  P/c/rcnscailedfor  the  reading  of  the  title  of  the 
bill;  which  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  reading  of  the  whole  bill, 
but  subsequently  modified  his  call  so  as  to  read  that 
part  only  which  was  added  by  the  senate,  contain- 
ing, principally,  a new  tariff  of  duties  on  sundry 
species  or  classes  of  merchandise. 

Mr.  Tillingliast  advocated  the  reference  of  the 
bill  to  the  committee  on  manufactures.  The  peti- 
tions against  frauds  which  had  first  roused  the  at- 
tention of  congress  and  produced  the  bill,  came 
from  the  manufacturing  interest.  It  was  an  old 
maxim  in  finance,  that  “two  and  two  did  not  in  all 
cases  make  four.”  An  operalion  might  evade  the 
full  payment  of  duties,  and  yet  that  very  operation, 
by  leading  toa  great  increase  of  importations,  might 
not,  on  the  whole,  injuriously  affect  the  revenue; 
and,  therefore,  the  chief  evil  to  be  remedied  by  the 
bill  was  not  so  much  an  impairing  of  the  revenue 
( t hough  he  believed  such  to  have  been  the  actual  re- 
sult) as  the  injuring  of  the  industry  of  the  country. 
An  enormous  and  regulariy  organized  system  of 
fraud  had  been  discovered,  commencing  on  one 
side  ofthe  Atlantic  and  completed  on  the  other;  and, 
as  the  praclica!  result  of  it  was  the  injury  ofthe 
manufacturing  interest,  the  house  had  been  of  opi- 
nion that  Ihe  subject  belonged  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures;  to  which  committee  he  hoped  it  would 
g°- 

Mr.  Wise  replied,  that  whatever  might  have  been 
the  original  shape  or  object  of  the  bill,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  it  went,  in  effect,  to  increase  the  tariff; 
not  by  a direct  naming  of  the  rate  of  duty  to  be 
raised,  but  by  providing  such  an  interpretation  of 
existing  laws  as  would  practically  increase  the  du- 
ties, in  some  cases  15  and  50  per  cent.  It  went  to 
augment  duties  on  linens,  silks,  and  certain  worsted 
goods;  it  therefore  belonged  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Morgan  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  motion  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  Mr  .Adams’’  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
yeas  109,  nays  60. 

An  error  having  occurred  in  raising  the  commit- 
tee on  steamboat  explosions,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Underwood,  discharged  and  a new  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  constructed  by  the  speaker,  whose 
names  we  will  hereafter  give. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  report  ofthe  post- 
master general,  received  this  morning  in  relation  to 
mail  curtailments,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  post  office  and.  post  roads. 

And  then,  it  being  late  in  the  day,  the  house  ad- 
journed until  io-morrow. 

Thursday,  Dec.  24.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  lollovving  message  from  the  president  ol 
the  United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

Herewith  1 transmit  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  and,  also,  copies  of  cer- 
tain papers  accompanying  it,  which  are  believed  to 
embrace  the  information  contemplated  by  a resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  representatives  on  tire  17th  in- 
stant. M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  23,  1840. 

This  is  in  answer  to  a call  moved  by  Mr.  Garret 
Davis,  calling  for  a statement  of  appropriations  made 
at  the  last  session,  the  expenditure  of  which  has 
been  suspended  by  order  of  the  president.  The  se- 
cretary states  that  no  appropriation  has  been  sus- 
pended since  the  postponement,  which  terminated 
on  the  8lh  of  November  last.  The  message  was 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  the  call 
of  the  17th  inst.  for  “the  correspondence  between 
him  and  the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States,  and  between 
the  treasurer  and  any  of  his  clerks,  relative  to  the 


actual  operation  of  the  sub-treasury  bill  as  it  pass' 
ed  the  senate.”  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  postmaster  general,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry 
whether  Ralph  Jackson  is  a contractor  for  carrying 
the  mail.  The  answer  states  that  Ralph  Jackson  is 
not  a contractor  for  carrying  the  mail.  The  letter 
w’as  laid  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
raport  from  the  clerk  of  the  house: 

Office  of  the  clerk  ofthe  house  of  reps.  Dec.  24,  1S40, 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  report  of  December  23, 
1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  “sale  of  damaged  and 
useless  paper,”  I beg  leave  further  to  report  that, 
desirous  of  obtaining  better  prices  for  the  1,893 
reams  remaining  unsold,  I placed  them  in  the  hands 
of  Jno.  Seymour  & Son,  of  New  York,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  private  sale,  but  soon  found  that  the 
sales  did  not  equal  the  expenses  of  storage,  insu- 
rance and  labor.  (See  account  A.)  I then  replaced 
the  balance  of  the  paper  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Bangs,  Richards  & Platt,  who  sold  the  whole  Au- 
gust 24,  1840,  at  the  trade  sale  in  New  York.  The 
nett  amount  of  sales  was  $3,317  34,  (see  account 
B),  which  I have  placed  in  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARLAND, 
Clerk  of  house  of  reps.  United  States. 

The  bills  received  from  the  senate  yesterday  were 
severally  twice  read  and  referred,  as  follows: 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt;  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary'. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  Alabama  the  two  per 
cent,  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  admission  into  the 
union;  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
Alabama;  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
the  pre-emption  law  of  June  19,  1834;  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  sixteen  sections  by  Indian 
reservations  or  otherwise;  to  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  a certain  tract  of  land  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama; to  Ihe  committee  on  public  lands. 

The  bill  authorising  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  state 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one-half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes;  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  authoiise  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  of  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  state 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  a section  of  land  in  lieu  of 
the  sixteenth  section,  upon  condition  that  the  same 
is  surrendered  to  the  United  Stales  for  military  pur- 
poses; to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  ofland 
in  the  state  of  Arkansas;  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  memorial  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
prayinga  reduction  in  the  price  ofthe  public  lands, 
came  up  in  its  order  for  consideration. 

When  Mr  Reynolds  presented  this  memorial  he 
moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  with  instructions  “to  report  a bill  to  grant 
prospective  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers,  and  to 
reduce  the  price  to  settlers,  according  to  the  value 
of  the  land.” 

Mr.  Reynolds  advocated  his  motion  at  some  length 
and  dwelt  upon  the  injustice  done  to  the  new  states 
by  the  present  land  system. 

Mr.  Pickens  regretted,  he  said,  that  his  friend 
from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Reynolds),  had  moved  these  in- 
structions at  this  time.  We  were  in  the  commence- 
ment of  a short  session.  The  subject  matter  of  the 
instructions  was  of  vast  interest  to  nine  states  ol  the 
confederacy;  and  from  what  he  had  heard  the  other 
day  from  a gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Profit), 
and  from  the  manifestations  he  had  seen  in  all  quar- 
ters of  the  house,  there  was  no  question  which  was 
to  be  brought  before  congress,  in  the  future  time,  of 
deeper  or  more  agitating  interest  than  that  of  the 
disposition  of  the  public  lands.  In  legislating  on 
these  subjects,  as  well  as  on  all  others,  he  could 
say  to  his  friend  from  Illinois,  that  he  (Mr.  P.) 
would  legislate  not  for  the  tenants  of  log  cabins  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  of  princely  palaces  on  the  other, 
but  for  the  justice  and  honor  of  his  country  and  his 
government.  He  repeated  that  he  regretted  the  gen- 
tleman had  moved  these  instructions  at  this  short 
session.  The  next  congress  would  bring  here  a 
new  set  of  representatives.  This  question  of  the 
public  lands,  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  and  other 
great  questions,  were  then  to  be  brought  up  for  con- 
sideration; and  there  would  then  be  time  to  mature 


285 


WILTS’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  2,  1841— CONGRESS. 


some  measures  which  might  do  justice  alike  to  in- 
dividuals and  to  the  states.  He  confessed  that,  look- 
ing to  the  prospects  of  the  next  census,  this  ques- 
tion of  the  public  lands  assumed  a different  aspect 
from  what  it  had  done  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago. 
Congress  was  now  to  legislate  for  nine  slates.  The 
states  were  interested  now;  and  not  a mere  band  of 
enterprising  speculators,  who,  as  it  was  thirty  years 
ago,  were  seeking  a home  in  the  wilderness  of  the 
west.  The  fact  was,  that  this  system  was  to  this 
government  our  colonial  system;  and  tie  was  free  to 
confess  that,  when  the  subject  came  up,  he  would 
be  found  in  favor  of  redeeming  and  setting  free  our 
colonies.  He  did  not  desire  to  see  them  placed  in 
the  miserable  position  they  had  occupied  for  ten 
years  past,  as  annual  mendicants  before  this  house, 
asking  one  year  for  a pre-emption  law  and  the  next 
for  a graduation  bill.  He  wanted  some  fixed  sys- 
tem; and  he  looked  at  this  not  as  a mere  revenue  or 
money  question,  but  as  a question  involving  consi- 
derations of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  independence 
and  the  freedom  of  the  west.  If  we  were  to  have 
a graduation  bill  or  a pre-emption  bill,  he  should 
prefer  that  the  system  be  fixed  in  advance;  that  they 
should  not  legislate  by  detachment,  as  cases  might 
arise;  but  that  there  should  be  a general  law  passed 
in  advance,  instead  of  making  laws  every  two  or 
three  years  to  suit  cases  as  they  might  arise.  Such 
legislation  was  unjust  as  well  as  unwise;  and  that 
was  the  reason  he  had  hitherto  opposed  the  pre- 
emption bill  and  the  graduation  bill.  No  system  of 
legislation  could  be  wise  which  held  out  so  strong 
temptations  to  injustice  and  partiality.  He  asked  a 
gerferal  system,  and  he  would  prefer  that  the  whole 
question  should  come  up  for  adjustment  at  the  next 
session  of  congress,  upon  broad  and  liberal  princi- 
ples— upon  principles  which,  whilst  they  did  credit 
to  the  government,  would  also  do  justice  to  the  citi- 
zens concerned.  He  would  not  now  say  what  he 
might  be  foiced  to  do;  but  he  would  say  that  if  the 
threats  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Proffil ) 
were  to  be  verified,  if  the  west  were  to  come  here 
and  demand  what  they  pleased  to  call  justice,  he 
(Mr.  P.)  would  consider  well  what  was  justice,  and 
would  do  his  duty  to  the  old  states  of  the  confede- 
racy as  well  as  to  the  new. 

Mr.  P.  was  then  understood  to  urge  the  imprac- 
ticability of  congress  legislating  for  the  peculiar 
local  wants  of  so  many  states,  of  whose  wants  or 
interests  congress  could  have  only  a very  superficial 
knowledge.  Give  the  system  to  the  states,  and  let 
them  manage  it.  It  was  at  war  with  the  genius  of 
the  government  that  congress  should  be  required  to 
legislate  upon  so  many  local  interests.  How  was 
he  to  become  acquainted  with  the  local  wants  or 
interests  of  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Projjfit),  or  the  gentleman  horn  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  Reynolds)?  It  was  impossible.  And  he 
was  moreover  anxious  to  lop  off  that  immense  branch 
of  corrupt  executive  patronage  which  had  been  ex- 
ercised for  tlie  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  connected 
with  the  public  land  system.  If  we  were  to  have 
any  law  on  the  subject,  he  repeated,  he  preferred 
that  we  should  wait  till  the  next  session.  He  would 
not  say  that  tie  would  go  for  a pre-emption  system; 
but  he  believed  that  a graduation  system  might  be 
necessary  and  essential  so  far  as  regards  all  those 
lands  which  had  been  twenty  years  in  maiket.  He 
thought  such  a measure  due  to  justice,  and  right 
towards  the  states;  but  he  was  in  favor  of  a general 
system  based  upon  enlightened  and  statesmanlike 
view's,  such  as  would  do  justice  to  all.  At  present 
he  could  not  vote  for  these  instructions;  he  regarded 
them  as  premature  and  unnecessary  at  this  congress. 
He  desired  that  the  whole  subject  might  be  felt  to 
the  wisdom,  prudence,  caution  and  patience  of  the 
next  congress. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ! 
memorial  and  instructions;  which  having  been  read:  I 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  address  the  house  at  consi- 
derable length  on  the  subject  of  the  instructions, 
and  in  reply  to  the  course  of  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Reynolds J. 

He  hardly  knew,  he  said,  whether  to  express 
pleasure  or  regret  that  the  proposition  had  been 
brought  forw’ard  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  or 
that  suggestions  had  been  thrown  out  in  relaiion  to 
it  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr 
Pickens).  He  (Mr.  J.)  hardly  knew  whether  to 
express  pleasure  that  the  subject  of  the  public  do- 
main had  been  introduced  this  session,  or  regret 
that  it  had  not  been  deJerred  until  the  meeting  ot 
the  next  congress.  It  was,  however,  one  of  those 
questions  on  which  his  own  opinion  had  been  ma- 
tured, and  upon  which  he  was  as  ready  to  act  now 
as  he  should  be  at  any  time.  He  believed  it  to  be 
a question  which  required  profound  deliberation, 
and  cautious  and  wise  legislation.  He  had  listened 
to  the  lamentations  of  gentlemen  from  the  far  west; 
he  had  heard  them  implore  this  house  to  be  kind 
and  generous  towards  them;  he  had  heard  them 


f make  appeals  as  if  they  were  in  the  most  dejected 
and  impoverished  condition.  If  the  state  of  Illinois 
j had  suffered,  a3  the  gentleman  who  had  addressed 
them  this  morning  would  have  the  bouse  believe, 
by  the  oppressive  legislation  of  congress,  let  him 
tell  the  house  how  it  was  that  that  state  had  increas- 
ed in  population  in  a ratio  beyond  that  of  any  other 
state  of  this  confederacy — why  it  was  that  an  over- 
whelming tide  of  population  had  flocked  here — and 
why  it  was  that  she  was  growing  up  like  a mighty 
empire  in  the  west.  When  gentlemen  approached 
the  house  in  this  way,  they  ceased  to  be  either  ge- 
nerous or  just  to  themselves,  their  people,  or  this 
house. 

Mr.  J.  then  referred  to  the  history  of  the  western 
| states,  and  proceeded  to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of 
j certain  positions  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from 
! Illinois,  (Mr.  Reynolds),  especially  w ith  regard  to 
I the  alleged  injustice  of  the  federal  government  to- 
wards those  states.  In  illustration  of  which  lie  said 
that  there  was  a certain  gentleman  who  had  thirteen 
sons,  tow  ards  all  of  whom  he  cherished  the  kindest 
regard  and  the  tenderest  affection,  and,  as  often 
| happened,  the  youngest  child  became  the  greatest 
I favorite.  The  parent  got  his  youngest  to  write  his 
will  for  him,  in  which  lie  gave  ids  homestead  and 
j slock — in  short,  all  his  real  and  personal  estate,  to 
this  youngest  son,  and  the  rest  ot  the  eslate  to  be  di- 
vided equally  among  his  brothers.  [Much  laugh- 
ter]. So  it  was  with  these  young  states.  Alter  they 
had  seized  upon  the  whole  public  domain,  after  they 
had  grown  up  amidst  the  liberal  policy  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  they  came  here  and  taunted  the 
house  with  their  power  and  strength — telling  us  that 
justice  no  longer  had  a habitation  in  their  bosoms; 
but  that  they  came  here  armed  with  power,  and 
that  they  would  leach  the  old  states,  not  only  that 
they  will  have  their  own  property,  but  that,  by 
force  of  numbers,  they  will  force  the  just  heritage 
of  ihe  old  states  from  them.  Language  of  this  kind 
might  do  to  flatter  the  vicious  taste  of  some  few 
men,  hut  he  believed  that  it  did  not  speak  Ihe  sen- 
timents of  the  people  of  the  west.  He  believed 
that  they  would  scorn  the  man  who  would  wish  lo 
rob  his  neighbor  for  his  own  immediate  benefit. — 
He  believed  that  gentlemen  who  uttered  this  lan- 
guage were  not  speaking  the  sentiments  of  a mag- 
nanimous and  high  minded  constituency.  If  the 
west  wished  to  carry  cn  its  own  internal  improve- 
ments— if  they  wished  that  their  avenues  to  the 
marts  of  commerce  should  be  laid  open — let  them 
vote  tor  the  amendment  he  should  offer,  and  get 
their  distributive  shaie  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub 
lie  lands.  They  would  thii3  move  with  increased 
strides  towards  importance  and  wealth. 

Mr.  J.  then  entered  into  a minute  examination 
of  the  policy  of  his  amendment  in  its  operation  upon 
the  states. 

He  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pickens)  that  lie  did  not  view  til’s  as  a revenue 
question.  He  also  expressed  Ihe  belief  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  executive  to  bring  forward 


j Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  postpone  t lie  subject 
until  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  next;  which 
he  afterwards  withdrew. 

And  aiiolher  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which 
prevailed.  Arid  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday, 
j Monday,  Dec.  28.  Mr.  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  and 
I Mr.  Black,  of  Georgia,  appeared  in  their  seats  to- 
I day. 

j Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  presented  a petition  from 
citizens  of  New  York,  lor  a bankrupt  law;  referred 
j to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  senate,  received  their  first 
i and  second  reading  and  were  referred. 

1 he  house  resumed  the  consideration  oflhe  motion 
I ol  M r.  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  to  refer  the  memorial  of 
the  legislature  ol  the  state  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  with  instructions. 

The  question  pending  when  the  subject  was 
last  before  the  house  was  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
W.  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Briggs  offered 
the  following  as  an  amendment  lo  the  amendment, 
“and  that  the  said  committee  report  by  the  first  day 
of  February  next.” 

After  some  conversation  on  points  of  order, 
Mr.  Alford  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid  on 
the  table;  on  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
asked  and  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas 
5S,  nays  111,  when  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chinn,  was  postponed  to 
Wednesday  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  V.  Thomas,  the  house,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  McKay,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  chair),  on  the  following  bill: 

A bill  concerning  navy  pensions  and  half  pay. 

Be  il  enacted  by  the  senate  anil  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  filty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars 
and  thirty-nine  cents  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otheiwise  appropriated,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  and  half  pay  chargeable  on  the 
navy  pension  fund. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  T.  sent  to  the 
clerk’s  table  the  following  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  navy;  which  was  read: 

“Navy  department,  Dec.  1,  1840. 

“Sib:  1 have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  whole 
amount  of  money  now  on  hand,  to  pay  navy  pen- 
sioners, is  $18,G47  Gl;  and  that  there  will  be  re- 
quired in  addition  (hereto,  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
ensuing  year,  JS4I,  the  sum  of  $151,352  39;  of 
which  the  sum  ot  $51  476  73  will  be  wanted  lo 
meet  claims  for  pensions  becoming  due  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  next. 

“I  he  stocks  at  present  owned  by  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund  are — 

City  of  Cincinnati  5 per  cent.  $100,000 

City  of  Washington  5 percent.  33,339 

Bank  ot  Washington  14  000 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown  11,400 


any  general  plan  of  revenue  at  the  present  session — 
that  that  was  to  be  thrown  upon  a new  congress,  and 
that  this  congress  was  to  do  nothing.  The  public 
was  to  be  left  to  look  to  the  future.  It  was,  there- 
fore, more  incumbent  on  gentlemen  who,  like  him- 
self, were  in  the  minority  in  this  house,  to  propose 
measures.  And  in  this  he  found  an  additional  mo- 
tive to  otter  this  amendment.  He  designated  also, 
as  another  motive,  the  war  upon  state  credits  which 
had  been  commenced  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capi- 
tol. Pass  this  amendment,  and  the  states  would  at 
once  be  relieved;  whilst  the  whole  discussion  as  to 
the  tariff,  &c.  might  be  left  to  the  next  congress. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  moved  to  amend  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Reynolds,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  instructions,  and  to  insert,  “to  report  a bill  to 
have  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  domain 
divided  among  the  states  in  an  equitable  ratio,  to  be 
used  by  the  states  for  infernal  improvements,  edu- 
cation or  any  other  purpose,  as  may  be  deemed  wise 
by  the  several  states  receiving  said  distribution.” 

Mr.  Hubbard  took  the  floor  to  reply  to  some  of 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Johnson;  and,  in  so  doing, 
proposed  to  illustrate  the  accuracy  of  his  own  po- 
sition by  reference  to  statistical  tacts,  having  refe- 
rence to  the  value  of  waste  lands  in  Alabama,  &c. 

Mr.  H.  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  he  said  that 
this  was  a most  important  subject — that  the  discus- 
sion had  been  sprung  tip  suddenly  on  the  house — that 
he  should  like  time  for  consideration — and  that, if 
any  member  would  move  an  adjournment  he  would 
yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  then  moved  that 
when  the  house  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  over  to 
Monday;  which  was  agreed  to. 

An  adjournment  was  then  moved,  ami  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  arid  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
negative:  yeas  59,  nays  94. 


Nominal  value  $158,739 

“All  these  stocks  have  greatly  depreciated  in 
value,  and  some  ol  them  are  now  altogether  unsale- 
able. The  stock  ol  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  stand- 
ing highest,  has  been  advertised  to  be' sold  at  public 
auction  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  (December),  for 
the  purpose,  in  the  first  place,  of  reimbursing  the 
Bank  of  America  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
advanced  lo  the  fund  on  a deposite  of  the  said  stock, 
to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  which  became  due 
on  the  1st  of  July  last,  and  afterwards  to  meet,  as 
far  as  it  may  suffice,  the  payments  fallingdue  on  the 
1st  of  January  next. 

“To  liquidate  these  and  other  claims  becoming 
due  in  the  year  1841,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre” 
vent  the  great  sacrifice  which  must  ensue  if  the 
slocks  belonging  to  the  fund  be  sold  at  this  lime,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject  at  the 
commencement  of  its  approaching  session,  and  to 
recommend  an  immediale  appropriation  of  the  above 
named  sum  of  $151,352  39  in  aid  of  the  fund;  the 
deficiency  in  its  means  of  satisfying  the  just  claims 
of  pensioners,  which,  by  the  act  ot  congress  of  23d 
of  April,  ISoO,  the  public  faith  was  pledged  to  sup- 
ply, having  occurred.  1 have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  yourob’t  serv’t, 

J.  It.  PAULDING. 

“To  ihe  president  oflhe  United  Slates.” 

Mr.  Thomas  then  briefly  explained  and  urged  tiie 
passage  of  the  bill.  After  which  Mr.  Adams  rose 
and  addressed  the  committee  at  great  length  on  se- 
veral important  subjects  connected  with  the  finan- 
cial policy  ot  the  present  and  late  administrations; 
making  110  opposition,  however,  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  but  strenuously  urging  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  faith  inviolate. 
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No  amendment  having  been  offered,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading — Mr.  Shepard,  of  North  Carolina, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  following 
section: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  act  of 
March  3,  1837,  entitled  ‘-'an  act  for  the  more  equita- 
ble administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund,”  be 
repealed. 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment — Mr.  Peck 
moved  the  previous  question;  which  was  ordered, 
and  the  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Shepard,  and  carried,  yeas  SI,  nays  70. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a third 
reading;  was  read  the  third  time  forthwith,  passed 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence.  And  then 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  29.  The  journal  of  yesterday  be- 
ing read,  Mr.  Giddings  moved  that  the  house  do 
reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  it  agreed 
to  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Shepard,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  the  navy  pension  bill,  “that  the  act  of 
March  3,  1837,  for  the  more  equitable  administra- 
tion of  the  navy  pension  fund,  be  repealed.” 

Mr.  Reed  said,  if  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevail- 
ed, he  should  move  to  amend  it  so  as  to  incorporate 
the  substance  of  a bill  which  he  had  reported  at  the 
last  and  at  former  sessions,  the  better  to  regulate 
the  subject  of  navy  pensions;  but  he  would  now- 
move  that  the  subject  be  postponed  till  Tuesday- 
next,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  bill  and  the  do- 
cuments connected  with  it  printed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  navy  committee, 
opposed  the  postponement,  on  the  ground  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  an  immediate  appropriation  for 
the  reliefof  the  fund;  that  if  it  were  not  made  within 
a few  days,  the  stock  belonging  to  it  must  be  sacri- 
ficed by  a forced  sale. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  was  glad  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consider had  been  made;  and  he  said  that  nothing 
but  the  respect  he  entertained  for  the  speaker,  and 
the  strong  assurance  that  no  appeal  he  (Mr.  A.) 
might  make  would  have  been  successful,  prevent- 
ed him  from  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the 
speaker  which  admitted  the  amendment  repeal- 
ing the  pension  law  of  1S37.  He  believed  its  ad- 
mission w’as  entirely  contrary  to  the  rule.  There 
was  an  inconsistency  between  the  provisions  for 
which  the  bill  was  reported  and  the  section  which 
repealed  that  law.  He  had  come  here  this  morn- 
ing intending  to  move  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  strike 
out  the  section  which  had  passed  so  rapidly,  be- 
ing under  the  impression  that  the  bill  had  not 
finally  passed.  He  made  a strong  appeal  to  the 
house  not  to  wreak  vengeance  upon  widows  and 
orphans  because  congress  had  wasted  the  properly 
to  which  they  had  a right. 

Mr.  Reed  was  urged  to  withdraw  his  motion,  bul 
declined  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  advocated  the  reconsideration,  and 
spoke  ol  the  favor  with  which  the  act  of  1S37  was 
regarded  by  all  classes  in  the  navy;  he  also  argued 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  excluded  by  the  rules 
which  prohibit  a proposition  different  from  that  un- 
der consideration  being  received  under  color  of 
amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Pickens  both  opposed  the 
reconsideration  and  the  postponement,  anil  advoca- 
ted the  immediate  passage  of  the  bill  and  the  repeal 
of  the  act  of  1837. 

Mr.  Satlonstall  advocated  the  reconsideration,  and 
was  opposed  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  actoflS37. 
He  went  into  a history  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
showing  its  institution;  the  various  changes  it  had 
undergone  since  1900  as  well  as  the  changes  or  new 
classes  of  pensioners  which  had  been  provided  for 
out  of  it  since  its  original  institution  in  1800. 

Mr.  Shepard  commenced  adefence  of  his  amend- 
ment; but  before  he  had  reached  its  merits,  a mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  senate,  by  Mr.  Dickens, 
its  secretary,  notifying  the  house  of  the  death  of  the 
lion,  Felix  Grundy,  a senator  of  the  United  States 
for  the  state  of  Tennessee,  and  of  the  proceedings 
had  in  the  senate  on  that  melancholy  occurrence. 

The  proceedings  of  the  senate  were,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Wife,  read  by  the  clerk;  after  which 
Mr.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  one  of  the  representatives  from 
Tennessee,  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker : The  painful  annunciation  which  we 
have  just  heard,  make  it  proper  that  I should  submit 
to  the  house  the  resolutions  which  I now  send  to 
your  table. 

It  is  true  that  the  deceased,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  not  a member  of  this  house,  but  he  was 
once  a member  of  it;  and  the  deep  and  indelible  im- 
press of  his  talents  and  patriotism,  whilst  he  was 
here,  the  lapse  of  nearly  thirty  years  has  not  been 
able  to  efface.  What  record  in  our  archives  does 


not  tell  of  his  great  and  invaluable  services,  in  1812, 
’13  and  ’14,  when  we  declared  and  prosecuted  with 
success  “the  second  war  of  independence”  against 
the  proudest  and  strongest  nation  in  the  world?  The 
bold  and  thrilling  eloquence  with  which  he  urged 
this  body  to  declare  that  war,  and  the  readiness 
with  which  he  voted  for  all  the  supplies,  both  of 
men  and  money,  necessary  to  its  prosecution,  iden- 
tified Mr.  Grundy  with  the  most  illustrious  patriots 
of  that  eventful  period. 

Were  these  his  only  services,  a nation’s  gratitude 
might  still  challenge  at  our  hands,  as  well  as  from 
the  body  of  which  he  was  a member,  some  tribute 
of  respects  to  the  memory  of  one  who  was,  at  that 
period,  so  wise  in'council  and  so  eminent  in  debate. 

His  public  career  commenced  more  than  forty- 
years  ago,  in  the  convention  for  revising  the  consti- 
tution of  Kentucky.  He  was  then  but  twenty-one 
or  two  years  of  age,  but  exhibited,  during  the  deli- 
berations of  that  body,  unerring-  evidence  of  his  fu- 
tuie  usefulness  and  eminence. 

He  was  afterwards,  for  six  years,  a distinguished 
and  useful  member  of  the  legislature  of  that  state; 
losing  nothing  by  comparison  with  any  of  those 
eminent  lawyers  and  statesmen  of  which  Kentucky 
has  always  been  so^prolific. 

In  1S06,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  that  state,  and  was  soon  after  ap- 
pointed its  chief  justice,  and  discharged  its  duties 
with  industry,  imparliality  and  distinguished  abi- 
lity. 

In  the  winter  of  1S07-’S  he  removed  to  Tennes- 
see, and  for  several  years  devoted  himself  exclu- 
sively to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
had  but  few  equals,  and  certainly  no  superiors.  To 
say  this  of  any  one  w-bo  came  in  forensic  collision 
with  such  men  as  John  Dickenson,  judge  Haywood, 
Jenkin  Whiteside,  judge  Overton,  and  in  later  years 
with  judge  Crabb  and  William  L.  Brown,  is  no  or- 
dinary praise.  In  criminal  jurisprudence,  even 
these  claimed  no  competitorship  with  him;  but  he 
stood  out  in  advance  of  all  others,  unrivalled  as  an 
able,  eloquent  and  successful  advocate. 

He  served  in  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  begin- 
ning in  1819,  about  the  same  length  of  time  he  had 
done  in  that  of  Kentucky — placing  on  her  statute- 
book  some  of  her  most  valuable  laws,  and  giving  to 
her  legislation,  by  his  precepts  and  example,  much 
of  that  moral  tone  and  liberality  of  principle  which 
now  distinguishes  it. 

In  1S29,  Mr.  Grundy  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  senate,  and  commenced  his  labors  in  that 
body  with  the  administration  of  gen.  Jackson. — 
What  his  services  to  tiie  country  have  been  since 
then,  either  as  a senator  or  attorney  general,  is  too 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all  to  need  to  be  repeat- 
ed on  the  present  occasion.  But  the  future  history 
of  this  country  (when  that  history  can  be  written 
unbiassed  by  the  party  prejudices  of  the  day)  can- 
not fail  to  award  to  Mr.  Grundy  the  highest  meed 
of  praise  of  having  been  a safe  and  discreet  coun- 
cillor, and  eloquent  and  efficient  senator,  and  an  un- 
doubted patriot. 

The  loss  of  such  a man,  at  any  time,  must  be  felt 
by  the  nation.  At  such  a moment  as  the  present, 
when  America  stands  in  need  of  all  the  talents  and 
all  the  patriotism  of  all  her  most  gifted  sons,  his 
loss  must  be  deeply  felt  and  deeply  mourned.  To 
his  own  state,  that  he  so  dearly  loved — which  had 
honored  him  so  often,  and  whose  recent  confidence 
in  him  I know  he  was  anxious  to  repay  by  the  most 
devoted  zeal  and  fidelity — to  Tennessee,  his  loss 
must  be  almost  irreparable.  But,  O God!  what 
must  it  be  to  his  bereaved  family!  To  her,  who  has 
been  the  wife  of  his  bosom  from  youth  to  old  age — 
from  the  days  of  his  poverty  to  those  of  wealth  and 
of  fame! — to  her,  whom  we  (looking  toward  Mr. 
Turney)  so  lately  saw  watching  by  his  side,  with 
such  conjugal  affection  and  such  Christian  hope! — 
what  to  her  must  be  his  loss!  What  to  his  children! 
But  I forbear:  1 have  no  right  to  conduct  you  into 
“this  house  of  mourning,”  whose  agonized  inmates 
must  look  to  no  earthly  source  for  consolation  in 
this  sad  hour  of  their  bereavement  and  sorrow. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr. 
Brown. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  as  a testimony  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  lion.  Felix  Grundy,  late  a 
member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  the  house 
will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  as  a further  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memoiy  of  the  deceased,  this  house  do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  adopted  unani- 
mously; and  thereupon  the  house  adjourned  until 
to-morrow,  12  o’clock. 


METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

We  insert  to-day  some  interesting  tables  of  me- 
teorological observations,  with  which  we  have  been 
furnished  from  the  registers  of  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ence in  this  city. 


It  appears  to  be  the  general  opinion  among  the 
scientific  men  of  the  present  day,  that  in  the  ex- 
tension and  accuracy  which  have  been  giveu  fothe 
mathematical  theories  of  several  branches  of  sci- 
ence, too  much  minuteness  and  refinement  cannot 
be  employed  in  making  the  observations,  upon  which 
those  theories  are  ultimately  to  rest.  With  this 
view,  we  see  now  the  hourly  magnetic  obsciwaiions , 
suggested  by  Mr.  Gauss,  carried  on  in  many  points 
in  Europe,  and  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  United 
States;  and  it  was  in  the  same  spirit  that  sir  John 
F.  W.  Herschel,  in  1S35,  we  believe,  (then  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope)  proposed  that  at  certain 
convenient  periods  of  the  year,  simultaneous  ob- 
servations should  be  made,  at  as  many  points  on 
the  earth  as  possible,  of  the  indications  and  changes 
of  the  atmosphere:  so  as  to  use  the  opportunity, 
afforded  thus  in  a suite  of  extended  records,  of  de- 
termining how  far  the  great  and  sudden  changes, 
which  are  of  frequent  and  manifest  occurrence,  are 
to  be  attributed  to  local  causes,  and  how  far  they 
may  be  combined  with  and  accounted  for  in  the 
movements  and  perturbations  of  that  general  sys- 
tem, one  of  whose  members  is  our  earth.  The  days 
which  he  proposed,  and  which  have  been  adopted 
by  observers  in  several  places,  were  the  beginnings 
of  the,  so  called,  four  seasons  of  the  year,  viz:  the 
equinoctial  and  solstitial  epochs:  unless  those  days 
should  happen  upon  Sunday,  in  which  case  the  ob- 
servations are  to  be  deferred  until  the  next  day. 
By  the  extensive  range  of  thirty-six  consecutive 
hours,  which  are  taken,  there  is  no  danger  but  that 
the  precise  period  in  each  of  those  remarkable  .sta- 
tions of  the  earth’s  movement  will  be  included:  and 
also,  there  may  be  observations  made  at  the  same 
absolute  moment  at  points  distant  half  the  circum- 
ference of  the  globe. 

In  so  majestic  an  inquiry  we  are  glad  to  see  our 
own  citizens  taking  part:  and  we  willingly  bear  ours 
in  furnishing  the  temporary  vehicle  of  conveying 
to  the  public  their  results,  which,  when  in  suffi- 
cient accumulation,  will  be  of  such  immense  in- 
terest. 

The  second  of  the  tables  contains  (what  is  some- 
what new'  to  us,  we  must  confess)  the  practical  de- 
velopment of  the  mere  arbitrary  indications  which 
are  registered  in  the  first;  and  seems  interesting  in 
showing  the  actual  influence  upon  the  matter  of 
the  atmosphere,  in  weight,  &c.  of  those  apparently 
trifling  movements  which  we  continually  observe 
in  our  barometers  and  thermometers.  The  expla- 
nation of  the  five  columns  headed  Dew  point,  we 
give  in  the  words  of  a member  of  the  academy,  who 
has  been  good  enough  to  write  them  out  for  us. 

“The  amount  of  vapor  in  the  atmosphere  is  de- 
termined by  observing  the  temperature  of  a liquid  of 
any  kind,  cooler  than  the  air,  and  contained  in  a 
polished  metallic  or  glass  vessel,  when  a deposite  of 
moisture  first  takes  place  on  the  outside  of  such 
vessel — as,  for  instance,  a glass  tumbler  in  which, 
in  summer,  ice  is  placed.  Such  are  the  observa- 
tions in  the  first  and  last  column  of  dew  point,  head- 
ed Duniell  and  Observed.  The  former  was  with 
Daniell’s  hygrometer;  the  latter  with  a cooling  mix- 
ture in  a silver  vase. 

“But  as  this  is  a troublesome  method  sometimes, 
there  are  also  means  of  arriving  at  a result  in  an  in- 
verse manner — by  observing  the  fall  in  a thermome- 
ter, round  whose  bulb  a W'etted  rag  has  been  fixed. 
The  comparison  of  this  with  the  stand  of  a common 
thermometer,  noted  at  the  same  time,  gives  the 
quantity  of  evaporation;  which  is  manifestly  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  vapor  existing  in  the  air. 
Several  rules,  or  formulse,  have  been  given  by  dif- 
ferent philosophers,  by  which  the  relations  of  the 
point  of  deposition  of  dew  are  to  be  calculated:  and 
iArec  such  formulae  have  been  applied  in  the  present 
instance.  The  first  was  announced  by  the  Ameri- 
can  Philosophical  society  of  Philadelphia,  the  se- 
cond,  by  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Edinburgh,  a good  ma- 
thematician and  acute  observer,  and  Ihe  last  is  one 
devised  by  the  meteorological  commiltee  of  the 
academy.  The  simplicity  of  this  last  one,  as  well 
as  its  coincidence  with  actual  observations,  has  en- 
titled it  to  an  introduction,  for  the  present,  into  the 
tables  of  the  academy.  It  is,  that  the  dew  point  is 
always  a third  proportional  to  the  stand  of  the  dry 
thermometer  and  the  stand  of  the  wetted  one.” 

We  are  sure  that  when  our  readers  consider  what 
an  important  and  near  connection  there  is  between 
the  meteorology  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  statis- 
tics of  agricultural  products  and  commercial  effects, 
which  our  journal  is  intended  mainly  to  register, 
they  will  not  think  that  we  need  excuse  for  the 
space  which  we  have  devoted  to  this  subject;  and 
which  we  propose  to  leave  in  future  for  similar  ta- 
bles, as  well  as  for  a regular  monthly  meteorologi- 
cal record,  which,  through  the  kindness  of  the  aca- 
demy, we  have  reason  to  believe  we  can  promise 
hereafter. 
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Of  Observations  made  on  the  22 d and  23 d June  1840  the  summer- solstice;  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Academy. 


DATE. 

BAROMETER. 

Dry 

bull,. 

Wet 

do. 

HYGROME'I 

Dew 

point. 

’ER. 

Danieli. 

WINDS. 

CLOUDS. 

Barometer. 

Ther- 

mometer. 

Barom’r 

corrected. 

Drier. 

therm. 

Dew 

point. 

Quarter. 

Character. 

Character. 

From. 

xxii. 

A.  M.  6. 

29.SS5 

71°.5 

29.906 

69°. 

6S°.5 

60°. 

— 

_ 

S. 

very  light. 

Cirro-stratus. 

7. 

.S93 

73. 

.914 

73. 

68. 

59. 

— 

_ 

do. 

do. 

8. 

.907 

73.8 

.928 

74.5 

67.75 

61.5 

74°. 

60°.  5 

do. 

ii 

Cirrostratus:  cumuli. 

E.  by  N. 

9. 

.910 

76.5 

.931 

79. 

70.5 

63. 

76. 

62. 

S.  I VV. 

44 

Cirri:  cirrostratus. 

E.  N.E. 

10. 

.927 

79.5 

.94S 

82. 

71. 

63.5 

7S. 

63. 

S.  bv  W. 

“ 

Cirri:  cirrostratus. 

11. 

.932 

S2.3 

.953 

85. 

73. 

63.5 

80. 

65. 

s.  s.  w. 

light. 

Cirrocumuli. 

E.  by  N. 

M.  12. 

.942 

S6. 

.963 

85. 

72.5 

63. 

80. 

64.5 

w. 

breezes. 

Cumuli:  cumulostratus. 

E. 

P.  M.  1. 

.939 

S6.3 

.960 

85. 

72. 

64.5 

81. 

65. 

w. 

light  breezes. 

do.  cirrocumuli:  do. 

2. 

.933 

86.6 

.959 

86. 

73. 

64. 

81.5 

65. 

W.  by  N. 

“ 

do.  do. 

E.  bv  N. 

3. 

.938 

S5. 

.959 

86. 

73. 

64. 

82. 

64.5 

do. 

brisk. 

do.  do. 

E. 

4. 

.953 

85. 

.973 

85. 

72. 

64.5 

82. 

65. 

do. 

44 

do.  cirrostratus. 

it 

5. 

.964 

S5.5 

.934 

85. 

72. 

64.5 

82. 

65. 

do. 

(1 

do.  do. 

« 

6. 

.983 

85. 

30.008 

84. 

70.5 

62.5 

81.5 

63.5 

do. 

light. 

Cirri:  cirrocumuli. 

t« 

7. 

30.009 

84. 

.029 

82.5 

71. 

64. 

81.5 

65.5 

W.  by  S. 

44 

Cumulostratus. 

it 

8. 

.014 

82. 

.031 

S0.5 

71. 

63. 

80.5 

65.5 

do. 

do. 

44 

9. 

.026 

S0.5 

.016 

77. 

69. 

66.5 

] 

' 

do.  nimbus.  Rain  in  drops. 

(• 

10. 

.038 

79.5 

.058 

77. 

67. 

66. 

nimbus. 

44 

11. 

.042 

77.5 

.062 

76.5 

67. 

65. 

clear  above. 

M.  12. 

.037 

77. 

.057 

75. 

67. 

65. 

do. 

xxiii. 

A.  M.  l. 

.037 

76.5 

.057 

73.5 

66. 

63.5 

4> 

CD 

Cirrocumuli. 

2. 

.034 

75.5 

.054 

72.5 

65. 

62. 

do.  cirrostratus. 

3. 

.042 

76. 

.062 

72.26 

65. 

62.5 

'll 

GO 

_Q 

GO 

Cumulostratus:  stratus. 

4. 

O 

o 

5. 

30.090 

75. 

.109 

73. 

66. 

62. 

o 

O 

W.  by  N. 

very  light. 

Cumulostratus:  nimbus.  Slight 

1 

c . 

6. 

.121 

75. 

.140 

71.5 

65. 

59. 

’K, 

& 

do. 

do.  do.  Train. 

C GO 

7. 

.134 

75.5 

.153 

71.5 

66.5 

57.5 

do. 

a 

do. 

L j>v2 

8. 

.144 

77. 

.163 

72.75 

66.5 

59. 

N.  W. 

44 

do. 

«.§ 

9. 

.160 

77. 

.178 

74.5 

68. 

58.5 

N.  W.byN. 

light. 

do. 

10. 

.173 

77.5 

.191 

75.5 

68.5 

59. 

do. 

Nimbus.  Rain  in  drops. 

W.  bv  N. 

11. 

.174 

7S.5 

.192 

75.5 

66.5 

58.5 

77°.  5 

60°. 

M.E.  byN. 

breezes. 

Cumulostratus:  nimbus. 

S.  S.  'E. 

M.  12. 

.175 

7S.25 

.193 

78. 

68.25 

59. 

77. 

63. 

N.  E. 

light. 

do. 

E.  S.  E. 

P.  M.  1. 

.167 

79. 

.185 

79.75 

70. 

63.5 

78. 

65. 

E.  N.  E. 

breezes. 

Cirrocumuli:  cumuli. 

it 

2. 

.159 

79. 

.177 

79.5 

70.25 

65. 

7S.25 

66. 

do. 

very  light. 

Cirrus:  Cirrostratus. 

E.  by  S. 

3. 

.164 

79.5 

.182 

S1.5 

72. 

63. 

7S.5 

65. 

do. 

44 

do. 

4. 

.165 

80.5 

.1S3 

80.75 

72. 

64. 

78.5 

64. 

do. 

“ 

Cumuli. 

it 

5. 

.159 

80.5 

.177 

81. 

72.5 

64. 

78.5 

66. 

E.  by  N. 

it 

Cirrus:  cirrostratus. 

i« 

6. 

.169 

80.5 

.137 

79.25 

71. 

65. 

78. 

66. 

do. 

“ 

do.  do. 

it 

Mean. 

_ _ _ 

79.37 

30.0626 

78.31 

69.3 

62.55 

64.24 

Max. 

xxii.  2 p.  m. 

86.6 

30.193 

xxni.  midnight 

Minim. 

xxii.  6 a.  m. 

71.5 

29.906 

xxii  6 a 

. m. 

TABLE  II. 

Containing  some  practical  deductions  from  the  Observations  of22d  and  23 d June. 


DATE. 

Weight  of  a 
cubic  foot  of  dry 
Air  in  grains. 

DEW-POINT. 

Tension  of 
Vapor. 

Weight  of  a cu- 
bic foot  of  Va- 
por in  grains. 

Proportionate 

moisture. 

Affection 
of -weight 
by  vapor. 

Danieli. 

formula  of 
Phil,  society. 

Formula  of 
Anderson. 

Formula  of 
Committee. 

Observed. 

xxii. 

inc. 

A.  M.  6. 

522.38 

- 

68°. 25 

68°. 

68°. 

60°. 

0.560 

6.114 

0.75 

526.96 

7. 

520.06 

- 

65.4 

63.2 

59. 

0.543 

5.883 

8. 

520.50 

60°. 5 

64.25 

61.8 

61.5 

0.585 

6.153 

9. 

517. S3 

62. 

66.6 

63. 

63. 

0.615 

6.587 

10. 

515.18 

63. 

66. 

61.5 

63.5 

0.625 

6 677 

0.55 

11. 

513.96 

65. 

68.1 

62.7 

63.5 

0.625 

6.624 

12. 

509.16 

64  5 

67.25 

73. 

61.8 

63. 

0.615 

6.513 

P.  M.  1. 

508.82 

65. 

66.4 

61. 

64  5 

0.647 

6.847 

2. 

50S.52 

65. 

67.7 

62. 

64. 

0.636 

6.723 

0.50 

511.78 

3. 

510.05 

64.5 

67.7 

62. 

64- 

0.636 

6.723 

4. 

510.29 

65. 

66.4 

61. 

64.5 

0.647 

6.S47 

5. 

510. 

65. 

66.4 

61. 

64.5 

0.647 

6.847 

6. 

510.86 

63.5 

64.3 

68.5 

60. 

62.5 

0.605 

6.414 

0.50 

7. 

512.20 

65.5 

65.8 

61.1 

64. 

0.636 

6.821 

8. 

515.52 

65.5 

66.7 

62.5 

63. 

0.615 

6.569 

9. 

515.71 

' 

65. 

62. 

66.5 

0.689 

7.403 

10. 

517.07 

61.6 

58.3 

66. 

0.678 

7.291 

0.70 

522.17 

11. 

520.29 

61.9 

58.7 

65. 

0.657 

7.072 

12. 

519.52 

62.7 

62. 

59.9 

65. 

0.657 

7.092 

xxiii. 

A.  M.  1. 

520.01 

tu 

61.8 

59.25 

63.5 

0.625 

6.770 

2. 

520.95 

C-i 

60.6 

58.3 

62. 

0.594 

6.442 

0.71 

3. 

521.03 

L CO 

r -O 

60.75 

58.5 

62.5 

0 605 

6.560 

5. 

523.60 

o 

62.1 

60. 

62. 

0 594 

6.437 

6. 

524.14 

61.2 

62. 

59.1 

59. 

0.543 

5 902 

7. 

522  67 

63.8 

61.8 

57.5 

0.517 

5.527 

0.64 

526.21 

8. 

521.35 

63. 

60.8 

59. 

0.543 

5.S96 

9. 

521.61 

64.7 

62. 

58.5 

0.535 

5.772 

10. 

522.53 

65. 

62.1 

59. 

0.543 

5.855 

11. 

521.56 

60°. 

61.6 

58.5 

58.5 

0.535 

5.752 

0.58 

12. 

521.60 

63. 

63.3 

59.75 

59. 

0.543 

5.828 

P.  M.  1. 

519.75 

65. 

65  4 

61.5 

63.5 

0.625 

6.690 

2. 

519.61 

66. 

65.9 

62.1 

65. 

0.657 

7.040 

3. 

519.20 

65. 

67.9 

63.6 

63. 

0.615 

6.557 

0.55 

4 

518.24 

64. 

68.25 

64.2 

64. 

0.636 

6.791 

5. 

518.14 

66. 

69. 

65. 

64. 

0.636 

6 788 

6. 

513.31 

66. 

67  25 

63.6 

65. 

0.657 

7.034 

0.63 

522  74 

Mean. 

C4.92 

61.32 

62.55 

Maxim. 

xxii.  9 P.  M. 

66.5 

Minim. 

xxiii.  7 A.M. 

57.5 
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to  open  a correspondence  with  the  governors  of  the 
other  slaveholding  stales,  with  (lie  view  of  devisingsome 
plan  to  remedy  the  wrongs  now  existing  in  relation  to 
Georgia  and  Virginia,  by  the  refusal  of  Maine  and 
New  York  to  surrender  certain  fugitives,  and,  if  ne- 
cessary to  carry  out  such  plans,  to  calf  a convention  of 
the  people  of  Georgia.  [ Richmond  Whig. 

Inspections.  Of  four  in  1S40.  The  following  is 
the  amount  of  flour  inspected  in  Baltimore  during  the 
3'ear  1S40,  as  made  up  from  the  returns  of  the  inspec- 
tions: 

Bhls.  Half  Nils. 

Howard  street  497,736  7,570 

City  mills  217,256  21,036 

Susquehanna  49,123  00 


Total  764,115  31  606 

Besides  the  above  there  were  inspected  during  the 
year  1,196  hhds.  12,789  bhls.  and  93  half  bbls.  corn 
meal;  and  5,676  bbls.  rye  flour. 

We  subjoin  the  inspections  of  flour  for  the  preceding 


n years: 
Years. 

Bbls. 

Half  bbls. 

Total  in  bbls. 

1830 

587,875 

16,959 

597.804 

1531 

544.373 

21,537 

555,141 

1832 

518:674 

17,544 

527,446 

1833 

524,620 

IS, 072 

533.656 

1S34 

4S0/733 

17,264 

4S9.365 

1835 

516.600 

21.333 

527,266 

1S36 

393.924 

13  593 

400,720 

1837 

391,676 

14,777 

399.064 

1S38 

420  636 

19,223 

430,247 

1839 

550.982 

19,786 

560, S75 

1840 

784,115 

31,606 

779,918 

Of  tobacco, 

in  1840.  Amount  of  tobacco  remaini 

on  hand  in  the  four  state  warehouses  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  the  31st  December,  1S39,  9,983  hhds. 

Amount  inspected  during  the  year  1840,  40,628 

50,611 

Amount  exported  and  consumed  in  1340,  44,069 

Leaving  on  hand  on  the  31st  Dec.  1840,  6,542 

The  amount  inspected  was  of  the  following  kinds; — 
Maryland,  . . .31,211  hhds. 

Ohio,  . . . 8,436 

Virginia,  . . . 566 

Kentucky,  ....  404 
Pennsylvania,  ...  11 


Total,  . 40,628 

Of  beef  and  pork  in  1840.  The  inspections  of  beef 
and  pork  in  1S40  were  as  follows. 

Beef.  Pork. 

Bbls.  Hf.  Ibis.  Bbls.  Hf.  bbls. 
Balto.  packed  S.530  410  1.145  1 

Foreign  do.  698  6,345 

9.226  410  7,490  1 

Of  fish  in  1840.  The  following  is  the  amount  of 
salted  lish  inspected  in  Baltimore  during  the  year  1S40, 
to  which  is  annexed  the  inspections  of  1S39. 

Herrings.  Shad.  Mackerel. 

Bbls.  Hf.  bbls.  Bbls.  H f.  bbls.  Bbls.  H f.  bbls. 
1840  72,224  '731  10  477  643  4.65S  'S70 

1S39  42.S07  333  8,102  222  1,773  235 

Longevity.  There  is  a man  living  in  Greenfield 
township,  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  by  the  name  of  James 
Rice,  who  was  116  years  old  on  the  24th  of  April  last 
and  yet  bids  fair  to  add  some  years  to  the  days  of  his 
earthly  pilgrimage. 

Maryland  U.  States  senator.  The  legislature  has 
elected  the  hon.  John  Leeds  Kerr,  a senator  from  this 
state,  to  supply  tiie  vacancy  oeca.-ioned  by  the  death 
of  the  honorable  John  S.  Spence,  of  the  Eastern  Shore, 
whose  term  will  expire  in  1S43.  Mr.  Kerr  lias  before 
served  in  the  house  of  representatives  with  usefulness 
and  ability.  The  votes  were  for  Mr.  Kerr  70,  blanks 
19,  scattering  3. 

Naval.  List  of  officers  attached  to  the  United  States 
stopp-of-war  Preble,  now  lying  at  Charlestown  navy 
yard,  to  sail  for  the  Mediterranean  about  the  latter  part 
of  this  week;  commander.  Ralph  Voorhees,  esq.  lieute- 
nants, Albert  E.  Downes,  E.  Lloyd  Handy,  William 
C.  Chaplin;  master,  James  Madison  Frailey;  surgeon, 
J.  Frederick  Sickels;  purser,  George  F.  Sawyer;  assis- 
tant surgeon,  John  O.  C.  Barclay;  passed  midshipmen, 
William  Rockendorfl',  S.  Decatur  Trenchard;  midship- 
men, Daniel  Animen,  T.  McLenahan,  John  Madigan, 
T.  S.  Phelps,  E.  C.  Stout;  master’s  mate,  C.  Francis,  jr. 

captain’s  clerk, Itigersoll;  boatswain.  John  Young; 

gunner,  James  M.  Cooper;  carpenter,  W.  D.  Jenkins; 
sailmaker,  John  Burdine.  [ Boston  Courier. 

Population  in  England.  The  English  papers  give 
an  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  register  general,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales  is  computed  to  have  been  15,666,800  in  Janu- 
ary 1,  1S39.  The  population  of  the  United  Kingdom 
was  then  about  27,267,844.  It  may  now  amount  to 
27,774,200  persons,  comprising 6.030,000  fencible  men, 
aged  20  and  under  60.  Ireland  possesses  rather  less  than 
one-third  (32  per  cent.)  of  the  entire  population.  The 
population  of  France  is  about  34,370,000.  The  report 
states,  that  the  number  registered  for  England  nnrl 


viz:  169,1 12  males,  and  161,9S5  females.  It  appears 
from  the  abstract  of  marriages,  dial  in  the  whole  of 
England  and  V/ales,  out  of  121,081  couples  married, 
there  were  40,5S7  men,  and  58,959  women  who  could 
not  write. 

The  numbei  of  Quakers  in  England  and  Wales,  es- 
timated by  the  number  of  marriages,  is  about  lO.OOo — 
and  of  Jews  at  about  20,000.  [ Boston  Jour. 

Railway  law.  One  of  the  clauses  of  the  statute, 
regulating  railways  in  Great  Britain,  enacts,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  in  the  employ  of  a railway 
company,  and  all  such  persons,  as  he  may  call  to  his 
assistance,  to  seize  and  detain  any  engine-driver,  por- 
ter, or  other  servant,  in  the  employ  of  any  company, 
who  shall  be  found  drunk  while  employed  upon  the 
railway,  or  commit  any  offence  against  any  of  the  re- 
gulations of  said  company;  or  shall  do,  or  omit  to  do, 
any  act  whereby  any  person  passing  on  such  railway 
may  he  injured  or  endangered,  or  whereby  any  engine 
or  carriage  may  be  impeded. 

Steam  frigate.  The  United  States  Gazette  says — 
We  understand  that  the  steamship  now  being  built  at 
the  navvyard  in  this  city,  is  to  he  called  the  Mississippi. 
She  will  he  launched  early  in  the  spring. 

Steamboat  accidents.  The  New  York  Herald  gives 
the  following  table  of  steamboat  accidents  here  and  ill 
Great  Britain  since  the  introduction  of  steam  naviga- 
tion. It  is  rather  curious. 

United  States.  Great  Britain. 

Causes.  Vessels.  Lives  lost.  Vessels.  Lives  lost. 
Explosion  and 

collapses  103  886  20  18 

Snagged,  73  118 

Wrecked  and 

collisions  35  473  43  181 

Burst  35  444  12 

Unknown  27  266 


Total 


272 

80 


1,821 

465 


80 


465 


More  in  this 

country  102  1,456 

Steamboat  explosion.  The  Mobile  papers  bring 
us  the  account  of  another  steamboat  explosion  in  that 
quarter.  The  occurrence  constitutes  another  loud  call 
on  congress  for  speedy  action  on  the  bill  more  effectu- 
ally to  prevent  these  fearful  disasters: 

The  steamboat  Walker,  one  of  the  mail  line  between 
this  port  and  N.  Orleans,  bursi  her  boilers  yesterday,  on 
her  passage  this  way,  near  Dog  river  bar,  and  about  ten 
miles  below  town.  The  explosion  must  have  been  terrific 
for  the  boiler  deck  is  hlowed  away,  the  pilot  house  down, 
arid  the  whole  forward  part  of  the  boat  is  a mass  of 
wreck  and  ruin.  The  Lady  of  the  Lake,  also,  hound 
this  way,  was  considerably  ahead  of  the  Walker  when 
the  disasier  occurred.  It  was  first  perceived  from  the 
W.  W.  Fry  going  down  the  hay.  The  captain  of  the 
Fry,  meeting  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  called  attention  to 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  Walker,  whose  chimnies 
were  seen  to  be  down.  The  Lady  immediately  return- 
ed, brought  up  the  passengers  of  the  Walker  and  tow- 
ed the  buat  to  the  wharf  where  she  lies. 

Nine  persons  were  more  or  less  injured  by  the  explo- 
sion— some  seriously.  J.  S.  Hopper,  passenger,  of 
this  city,  was  scalded  very  severely.  J.  W.  White, 
passenger,  do.;  J.  B.  Leftwich,  passenger,  do.;  James 
H.  Caldwell.  ofNew  Orleans,  considerably  bruised  and 
scalded.  Captain  Otway,  the  commander  of  the  boat, 
was  much  scalded  about  the  face.  The  pilot  Nelson, 
John  the  steersman,  and  two  deck  hands  whose  names 
we  could  not  gather,  in  the  confusion,  were  severely 
burnt,  several  of  them  dangerously. 

At  the  moment  of  the  explosion  five  persons  were 
blown  overboard,  hut  by  the  activity  of  the  mate,  they 
were  all  saved  unhurt.  There  were  nine  passengers 
besides  those  named  above,  among  them  captain  Bul- 
lock, United  States  army — who  all  escaped  without  in- 
jury. [ Mobile  Jour.  Dec.  21. 

Treasury  Notes.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  an- 
nounces  that  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding 
on  the  first  instant,  was  $4,652,991. 

Vegetable  silk  and  vegetable  wool.  Two  plants 
have  lately  attracted  much  attention  in  the  island  of 
Martinique,  on  account  of  the  tissues  which  may  be 
fabricated  from  the  fibres  attached  to  their  seeds. 

'Fite  first  of  these  is  Asclepias  Minor,  or  vegetable 
silk  of  the  West  Indies.  We  have  several  plants  of 
the  genus  Asclepias,  in  the  United  States,  properly 
called  silk  weed,  perhaps  this  Very  species,  though  per- 
haps here  at  the  north,  it  may  uo’t  produce  fibres  of  the 
same  length  or  fineness.  In  Martinique  it  perfects  its 
pods  in  four  months,  and  the  plant  itself  lasts  six  years 
from  the  planting.  It  has  been  carded  and  spun;  the 
thread  is  beautiful,  as  glossy  and  brilliant  as  silk,  and 
as  strong  as  cotton.  This  remark  is  made  of  the  plant 
in  its  wild  state;  hut  it  has  been  cultivated,  and  both 
the  staple  of  the  plant  and  the  quantity  of  its  produc- 
tions are  extremely  improved  by  cultivation.  It  will 
grow,  no  doubt,  in  Louisiana. 

The  other  plant  is  the  Bombax  minor,  a shrub  grow- 
ing to  the  height  of  seven  or  eight  feet.  It  produces  a 
large  pod  which  contains  a kind  of  wool,  which  the 
mniinf'ifliiiTra  nf  Tivnns.  whosp  infsnprnnn  if  hna 
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Case  of  McLeod.  The  examination  of  Alexander 
McLeod,  before  judge  Bowen,  in  this  village,  has  been 
closed.  It  resulted  in  remanding  him  to  jail  until  he 
enters  into  recognizance  of  85,000  for  himself,  with  two 
sureties  of  §2,500  each,  for  his  appearance  at  court,  to 
answer  the  charge  of  being  one  of  the  gang  concerned  in 
the  murder  committed  at  the  time  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line was  burned.  The  testimony  given  in  is  very  con- 
tradictory-several witnesses  tending  to  implicate  the 
prisoner,  while  others  swore  positively  to  his  being  else- 
where on  the  night  of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline. 

[ Niagara  Courier. 

Decision  as  to  blowing  up  houses  in  cities.  The 
fact  that  many  houses  were  blown  down  in  the  effort 
to  stay  tlic  progress  of  the  great  fire  in  New  York,  in 
1836,  will  he  recollected.  The  owners  sued  the  corpo- 
ration for  damages,  and  the  cases  went  through  several 
courts  until  it  reached  the  court  for  the  correction  of 
errors.  Of  the  issue  there  we  have  the  following  para- 
graph from  the  New  York  Standard: 

“By  recent  reports  of  proceedings  of  the  court  of  er- 
rors, now  in  session  at  Albany,  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
five  of  the  New  York  fire  cases  carried  to  it  from  the 
supreme  court,  the  decision  has  been  affirmed.  This 
releases  the  city  from  the  liability  for  buildings  torn 
down  to  stop  a conflagration.” 

New  dollars.  A.  few  dollars  have  just  been  coined 
atthe  mint  in  Philadelphia  with  new  and  very  beauti- 
ful devices,  resembling  the  latest  halves  and  quarters. 
They  have  sold  freely  at  three  per  cent,  premium  for 
new  year’s  presents. 

Espy’s  theory  of  storms.  In  the  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  British  association  at  its  late  meet- 
ing in  Glasgow,  we  find  a report  from  sir  John  Her- 
seliell  upon  the  reduction  of  meteorological  observa- 
tions, in  which  he  refers  to  various  series  now  under 
discussion,  and  says  that  “thanks  to  American  zeal 
and  industry,  the  group  including  the  United  States 
promises  to  be  the  most  prominent.”  On  anodier  oc- 
casion, Mr.  Espy  read  a paper  on  storms,  which  under- 
went some  discussion,  after  which  the  chairman  com- 
plimented the  author  on  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
had  treated  the  subject.  It  would,  he  said,  be  difficult  to 
come  to  a conclusion  on  some  of  the  points  brought  for- 
ward; but  he  was  certain  that  such  an  interest  had  been 
awakened  as  to  ensure  further  prosecution  of  the  in- 
quiry. It  is  usually  held  in  Europe  that,  however  our 
system  may  favor  material,  it  is  opposed  to  intellectual 
development,  yet  every  day’s  experience  tends  to 
prove  that  it  is'  favorable  to  the  progress  of  man,  phy- 
sically, politically  and  intellectually.  [Nat  Gaz. 

Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore.  By  a notice  in 
another  part  of  our  paper,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  of  the  Franklin  Bank  have  deter- 
mined to  place  its  affairs  in  a siate  of  liquidation — in 
other  words,  to  cease  active  operations,  and  wind  up. 
This  hank  is  one  of  the  oldest  moneyed  institutions  in 
the  city;  and  a determination  of  this  kind,  necessarily 
occasioned  surprise,  and  produced  some  degree  of  ex- 
citement among  those  interested  in  its  condition  and 
management. 

Had  the  hank  concentrated  its  means  and  energies 
to  that  end,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  might  have 
gone  on.  But  choosing  rather  to  stop  short,  for  the 
purpose  of  liquidation — of  discharging  its  liabilities, 
rather  than  by  farther  operations,  adding  in  any  degree 
to  their  number,  the  bank  exhibits  an  evidence  of  in- 
tegrity of  purpose,  which  cannot  fail  of  having  due 
weight  with  the  community. 

The  character  of  the  hoard  is,  however,  such  as  to 
constitute  a sure  pledge,  to  all  concerned,  that  the 
affairs  oi  the  hank  will  he  faithfully  and  justly  admi- 
nistered, while  in  process  of  liquidation.  And  as  to  its 
note  holders  and  other  creditors,  we  feel  it  a duty,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  and  as  the  result  of  our  own 
convictions  of  expediency,  in  the  case,  to  advise 
against  sacrifices.  Whatever  loss  may  fall  upon  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  its  circulation  will  be  eventually  redeemed,  to  the 
uttermost  farthing.  [Patriot. 

Freight.  The  New  York  Express  of  Vvrednesday 
remarks:  “We  have  never  know  a period  when  freight 
was  taken  to  Liverpool  at  as  low  a rate  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. The  packets  are  taking  naval  stores  at  18d.  ster- 
ling, a rate  that  once  would  hardly  have  been  deemed 
sufficient  to  pay  for  loading  and  unloading. 

Georgia  and  Maine.  In  consequence  of  the  refusal 
of  the  governor  of  Maine  to  deliver  to  the  demand  of 
Georgia  certain  persons  of  that  state  charged  with 
stealing  negro  slaves  from  Georgia,  the  legislature  have 
a hill  establishing  a quarantine  of  a hundred  days  on 
ail  vessels  coming  front  the  state  of  Maine,  and  declar- 
ing that  anv  violation  of  said  quarantine  shall  he  pu- 
nishable with  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  for  not 
less  than  5 nor  more  than  10  years. 

The  bill  first  passed  the  house  and  after  being 
amended  by  the  sena'e  with  the  following  provision, 
passed  that  hotly,  aves  35,  nays  31. 

‘'And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state  of  Maine  shall  comply  with  his  con- 
stitutional obligation  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  the  pre- 
mises, the  governor  of  this  state  shall,  by  proclamation, 

suspend  the  operation  of  this  act.” 

'Fhe  legislature  was  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  23d 
instant. 

The  legislature,  on  the  evening  of  its  aajournment, 
passea  o resolution  requiring  the  governor  to  continue 
his  correspondence  with  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and 


Wales  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1839,  were: — Births 
480,540,  deaths  331,007,  marriages  121,083.  The  pro- 
portion of  the  marriages  to  the  population  was  1 in  129. 
It  appears  that  10,800  more  boys  were  born  than  girls 
— and  the  proportions  were  about  the  same  in  deaths, 


oeen  submitted,  have  declared  to  he  as  fine  as  the 
wool  of  Thibet.  It  is  easily  spun,  and  the  thread  is  as 
strong  as  woollen  yarn.  Fourteen  months  are  neces- 
sary to  bring  the  pods  to  perfection. 

[New  York  Evening  Post. 
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Maryland  U.  S.  senator.  Hon.  John  Leeds 
Kerr,  whose  election  to  the  U.  S.  senate  we  no- 
ticed in  our  last  number,  has  written  a letter  to  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  accepting  the  appointment. 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  Courier  and 
Enquirer  writes  on  th*3d  December:  “The  intelli- 
gence from  the  Unite®3taies  has  given  the  highest 
satisfaction  in  this  c^ntry;  the  certainty  of  the 
election  of  general  Harrison  to  the  presidency  be- 
ing considered  an  event  of  extreme  importance  in 
political,  monetary  and  mercantile  points  of  view. 
As  general  Harrison  has  not  been  so  prominent  in 
“ political  affairs  as  some  of  the  better  known  trans 
esfat!antic  statesmen,  there  is  rather  more  uncertainty 
» as  to  tile  true  prospects  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
union  under  the  new  administration;  but  the  tew  who 
are  aware  of  the  views  of  the  new  president,  to  those 
who  have  perused  tiie  enlightened,  elegant  and  tru- 
ly admirable  speed),  which  was  made  by  this  gen- 
tleman at  Cincinnati  on  the  subject  of  the  adopted 
citizens,  know  perfectly  well  that  the  government 
of  general  Harrison  will  be  satisfactory  towards  all 
foreign  nations — whilst  those  who  do  not  happen  to 
be  sufficiently  aware  of  the  character  of  the  new 
president,  know  that  he  is  supported  by  Messrs. 
Webster  and  Clay,  and  therefore  all  parties  have  at 
least  a vague  opinion  that  this  great  change  in  the 
politics  of  America,  is  destined  to  be  favorable  to 
the  relations  between  England  and  tile  U.  States. 

“Tiie  genera!  appearance  of  European  affairs  has 
been  perfectly  tranquil  since  your  last  accounts 
from  England  and  France.  Tile  eastern  question 
has  been  friendly  settled — lor  tiie  fortress  of  St.  Jean 
d’Aere  fell  ir.to  the  hands  of  the  allied  powers  after 
a bombardment  of  only  a few  hours;  and  intelli- 
gence lias  since  been  received  of  the  formal  inter- 
cession of  Mehemet  Ali  to  the  affairs  of  the  majo- 
rity of  Egypt  alone. 

“In  the  French  chamber  of  deputies,  tiie  debate  on 
the  address  to  the  throne  has  lasted  upwards  of  nine 
days;  all  the  principal  speakers  exhausting  their 
eloquence  on  the  recent  events — the  summary  of 
which  however  is,  that  Mons.  Thiers  has  sunk  into 
the  most  perfect  contempt,  and  that  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  is  firmly  attached  to  the  administra- 
tion. Soult  and  Guizot,  Thiers,  Odiilon,  Barrot  and 
Burger  have  raved  in  vain  about  the  insulted  honor 
of  France,  for  the  chamber  applauded  with  vehe- 
mence the  expressions  of  Guizot — “that  tiie  time  of 
violence  and  conquest  was  gone  by — France,  weal- 
thy,  prosperous  and  free,  should  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve tiie  blessings  of  power  and  adopt  for  her  mot- 
to— peace  forever — pfaee  every  where.” 

“The  conclusion  of  the  difficulty  of  the  eastern 
question,  has  caused  no  extensive  improvement  in 
English  monetary  and  mercantile  affairs.  The  con- 
tinental exchanges  having  become  at  length  favor- 
able, and  the  expoitation  of  bullion  having  almost 
entirely  ceased  within  the  last  ten  days.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  improving  position  of  the  Bank  of 
Vot.  IX— Sio.  19. 


England,  tiie  directors  have  given  notice,  that  bills 
of  exchange  can  be  now  discounted  of  the  date  of 
six  months,  a measure  of  relaxation  from  their  re- 
cent practice  of  only  discounting  bills  of  ninety 
days;  and  although  tiie  rate  of'discount  has  not  been 
yet  reduced,  yet  the  merchants  and  bankers  appear 
very  generally  to  be  of  opinion,  that  tiie  general 
difficulties  of  trade  have  now  been  overcome — and 
that  the  improved  condition  of  foreign  political  af- 
fairs, and  of  tiie  foreign  exchanges,  with  the  conti- 
nued decline  in  tile  value  of  grain  and  advancing 
duties  in  foreign  corn;  all  leads  to  the  prospect  of  a 
rapid  improvement  in  general  affairs.  Tile  accounts 
from  Liverpool  and  Manchester  are  better  during 
yesterday  and  to-day  than  tor  months  past,  if  not 
for  years;  and  though  the  close  of  tile  year  is  usu- 
ally the  dullest  of  all  pursuits  in  monetary  affairs — 
there  is  in  the  present  month  of  December,  a revi- 
val of  speculative  business,  and  generally  improv- 
ing prices  of  the  French  property  in  shares,  and  in 
several  of  the  foreign  funds. 

“Since  the  arrival  of  the  President  steamship  the 
business  in  American  securities  lias  been  rather 
more  animated,  but  the  improvement  in  the  quan- 
tity has  not  yet  been  material,  the  market  having 
been  prevented  from  assuming  a more  prosperous 
appearance  by  recent  circumstances,  particularly 
the  stoppage  of  tiie  great  banking  house  of  Wight 
&.  Co.  Henrietta  street,  which  (inn  has  been  recent- 
ly largely  specculating  in  American  securities,  par- 
ticularly with  reference  to  stock  of  tiie  state  of  Il- 
linois. The  failure  of  this  house  was  announced 
on  the  24th  ult.  and  a docket  of  bankruptcy  was 
made  on  the  23th,  but  no  information  has  yet 
been  obtained  respecting  the  state  of  the  offsets  of 
the  house,  or  what  amount  of  American  stocks  they 
may  have  been  in  possession  of  at  the  time  of  the 
failure  of  the  bank.” 

EASTERN. 

The  following  graphic  and  spirited  sketch  of  the 
attack  upon  St.  Jean  d’Acre  is  given  by  the  Daven- 
port Gazette  from  the  letter  of  an  officer  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s steam  frigate  Gorgon.: 

“On  tiie  Iasi  day  of  Sept^jrtAier  we  were  despatch- 
ed from  Bey  rout,  with  three  steamers  under  our  com- 
mand, to  bombard  this  devoted  place  lor  three  days 
before  the  general  attack  w as  made,  which  we  com- 
menced on  the  1st  of  October,  by  standing  in  within 
range,  and  firing  shells  as  fast  as  we  could  pelt,  and 
they  returning  two  for  one.  They  fell  around  us 
like  hail,  but,  sirauge  to  say,  not  a shot  struck  us; 
our  bombaidment  was  not  very  successful,  as  more 
than  half  the  shells  burst  before  they  reached  the 
shore,  owing  to  the  fuses  being  badly  bored,  all  the 
shells  from  the  steamers  failed  alike,  a circumstance 
not  very  creditable  to  those  who  made  them,  and 
sadly  disappointing  to  us.  It  is  not  likely  they  were 
ever  tiled  at  sucli  a distance  before,  4,000  yards. 

At  half  past  4 o’clock,  (how  shall  I describe  this), 
as  if  by  one  consent,  all  firing  ceased,  and  oh,  hea- 
vens! what  a sight!  The  wdioie  town  appeared  as 
if  it  was  in  the  air;  so  awfully  giand  a sigiit  no  one 
can  describe.  We  saw  nothing  but  one  devilish 
cloud  extending  thousands  of  yards  into  the  air  and 
on  al!  sides,  and  then  we  felt  an  awful  shock  which 
gave  the  line  of  battle  ships  a heel  of  two  degrees, 
so  that  you  inay  judge  from  the  moment  of  the  ex- 
plosion, all  firing  from  the  town  ceased.  Tiie  Turk- 
ish admiral,  Walker  Bey,  was  boarded  atone  o’clock 
in  tiie  morning  by  an  Egyptian  colonel,  wtio  inform- 
ed him  that  they  were  evacuating  the  town  as  fast 
as  possible. 

“Walker  Bay  immediately  landed  with  300  men, 
and  took  possession  of  tiie  town,  making  3,000  pri- 
soners. Thus  fell  this  tremendous  lortress,  which 
has  not  been  overrated  by  report,  for  I really  think 
it  is  the  strongest  place  (next  to  Gibraltar)  in  the 
world,  and  I think  we  should  never  have  taken  it 
but  for  the  explosion,  which  was  caused  by  one  of 
our  shells  bursting  in  the  main  magazine  of  powder, 
by  which,  to  speak  within  bounds,  2,000  souls  were 
blown  to  atoms,  besides  beasts  of  burden  of  every 
description.  In  all  tiie  loss  of  tiie  Egyptians  is 
computed  at  3,000  killed  and  wounded.  At  daylight 
what  a sight  was  exposed  to  our  view!  The  stu- 
pendous lortification,  t hat  only  twelve  hours  before 
could  boast  of  being  among  the  strongest  in  the 
world,  was  so  riddled,  we  could  not  find  a square 
foot  that  had  not  a shot. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I went  ashore  to  wit- 
ness the  devastation;  the  sight  beggared  all  descrip- 


tion. Tiie  basiioris  were  sirewed  with  dead,  the 
guns  dismounted,  and  all  sorts  of  havoc.  I then 
came  to  the  spot  where  the  explosion  took  place;  it 
lias  laid  a space  of  two  acres  quite  bare,  and  hollow- 
ed it  out  as  if  a quarry  had  been  worked  there  lor 
years.  And  oh  heavens,  what  a sight!  It  makes 
iny  blood  run  cold  to  write  of  it.  Mangled  human 
bodies  of  both  sexes,  strewed  in  all  directions,  wo- 
men searching  for  their  husbands  and  relatives,  tear- 
ing their  hair,  beating  their  breasts,  and  howling  and 
crying  most  piteously;  God  forbid  I should  ever  see 
the  like  again.” 

The  attack  commenced  a few  minutes  before  two 
o’clock  on  the  3d  inst. 

The  carnage  appears  to  have  been  dreadful,  but 
the  loss  of  tiie  Britisii  seamen  and  marines  was,  as 
we  have  already  said,  very  trifling. 

Ibrahim  pasha  was  at  Zelile,  wilh  from  15,000  to 
20,090;  but  it  is  expected  he  will  retire  immediate- 
ly, without  so  much  as  attempting  to  stand  against 
the  allied  forces. 

The  base  lies  circulated  by  tile  Paris  papers  of 
the  betrayal  of  St.  Jean  d’Acre  into  the  hands  of  the 
beseigers  for  Britisii  gold,  received  from  the  above 
account  abundant  refutation. 

One  of  the  letters  describes  the  state  of  the  town 
thus:  “On  lauding,  the  place  known  to  be  strong 
was  found  even  still  more  so  than  what  was  conceiv- 
ed, and  thanks  may  be  leturned  to  tiie  Almighty, 
that  this  strong  hold  of  the  enemy  has  not  cost  the 
allies  a greater  loss  of  life.  The  town  is  one  mass 
of  ruins;  tiie  batteries  and  most  of  the  houses  are 
literally  riddled  all  over;  tiie  killed  and  wounded 
lying  about  in  all  directions,  lifeless  trunks  cut  asun- 
der, some  without  heads,  others  without  legs  and 
arms.  Hundreds  dying  from  the  blood  flowing  from 
their  wounds,  and  no  one  near  to  help  them.  The 
scene  is  truly  awful!” 

A long  account  of  the  bombardment  concludes  ill 
these  words — “Sucli  is  the  account  of  the  taking  of 
Acre,  written  twenty-four  hours  after  the  attack  be- 
gan, a city  which  baffled  Bonaparte  and  a French 
army,  and  has  undergone,  both  in  ancient  and  mo- 
dern history,  more  numerous  and  desperate  sieges 
than  any  other  city  in  the  world.” 

Tiie  following  is  a list  of  the  naval  forces  employ- 
ed at  St.  Jean  d’Acre: 

Princess  Charlotte  104,  flag  ship  of  admiral,  the 
lion,  sir  R.Stoplord,  (coinmander-in-chiel),  captain 
Fanshawe;  Powerful  84,  (broad  pennant),  commo- 
dore Napier;  Thunderer  84,  capt.  Berkeley;  Bellero- 
phon  80,  captain  Austen;  Revenge  76,  capt.  Walde- 
grave;  Benhow  72,  captain  Stewart;  Edinburgh  72, 
captain  Henderson;  Castor,  frigate,  36,  capt.  Collier; 
Piqua,  frigate,  56,  captain  Boxer;  Carysfort,  frigate, 
26,  (heavy  32  H.  S ) capt.  Martin;  Talbot,  frigate, 
28,  (carron,  32  H.  S.)  captain  Codrington;  Hazard, 
sloop,  18,  commander  lion.  C.  Elliot;  Wasp,  brig,  16, 
commander  Mansel;  Gorgon,  steam  frigate,  2 and  4, 
captain  Henderson;  Phoenix,  steam  frigate,  2 and  2, 
commander  R.  Stopl'ord;  Stiomboli,  steam  frigate,  2 
and  4,  commander  W.  Williams;  Vesuvius,  steam 
frigate,  2 and  4,  commander  Henderson. 

Turkish  flag  ship  84,  rear  admiral  Walker;  small 
cutter  (captured ),  8. 

Austrian  flag  ship  60,  admiral  R.  Bandiers;  Aus- 
trian frigare  46,  his  royal  highness  archduke  Fre- 
derick; Corvette  20. 

The  London  Times  of  the  3d  instant,  says:  The 
Paris  papers  have  arrived  by  our  ordinary  express. 
They  are  exclusively  occupied  with  the  eastern 
question,  and  the  debate  on  the  address  in  the  cham- 
ber ol  deputies,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a branch 
of  it: 

The  most  important  fact  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, ailuded  to  in  these  journals,  and  confirmed  by 
our  private  letters,  is  that  tiie  French  government 
l ad  received  positive  intelligence  that  Mehemit  Ali 
had  accepted  tiie  terms  offered  him  by  tiie  allies; 
that  Ibrahim  had,  in  consequence,  been  recalled  into 
Egypt  with  others,  to  avoid  all  possible  collision 
with  tiie  forces  oi  tiie  allies,  and  that  the  preparations 
lor  the  restoration  of  the  Turkish  fleet  had  actually 
commenced.  “Nothing  more  remains  to  be  done,” 
obsetves  a correspondent,  “but  to  obtain  from  the 
allied  powers  some  concessions  which  will  enable 
France  to  escape  with  honor  from  the  position  in 
which  the  treaty  of  the  16th  July,  and  its  execution, 
have  placed  her. 

To  obtain  such  concession  was.it  is  now  unques- 
tionable, the  object  of  M.  Mounier’s  mission  to  Lon- 
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don,  and  this  I state  with  a perfect  knowledge  of  the 
denial  given  to  the  statement  that  his  visit  to  the  Bri- 
tish capital  had  a political  object.  What  the  conces- 
sion sought  for  may  be  1 know  not,  but  something 
must  be  done  to  set  France  at  her  ease,  and  to  heal 
her  wounded  amour  propre,  in  order  that  she  may  bear 
tamely  a proposition  to  disarm  that  will  assuredly 
issue  from  the  congress  to  be  held  in  Vienna  next 
spring.” 

CANADA. 

Welland  canal.  It  appears  by  the  Canadian  pa- 
pers that  the  British  government  have  directed  the 
purchase  of  the  stock  held  by  individuals  in  the 
Welland  canal;  and  authorised  the  enlargement  of 
the  work  to  a steamboat  canal.  This  movement 
will  be  of  vast  importance  to  Oswego,  and  presents 
the  highest  inducements  for  opening  the  rail  road 
communication  between  this  place  and  Syracuse. 
Steamboats  running  from  here  to  all  the  ports  on  the 
upper  lakes  will  secure  to  this  route  the  whole  wes- 
tern freights,  and  the  completion  of  the  rail  road  to 
Syracuse,  will  concentrate  to  this  point  the  business 
and  travel  of  the  whole  country  bordering  on  Lake 
Ontario  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  A favorable 
charter  has  been  obtained  for  the  construction  of  this 
road,  and  the  attention  of  our  citizens  should  now 
be  turned  to  the  speedy  prosecution  of  the  work.— 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  satisfying  capitalists  that 
the  stock  in  this  road  will  be  equal  if  not  superior 
to  any  other  in  the  state.  [ Oswego  Herald. 

The  St.  Johns  (New  Brunswick)  Herald  attri- 
butes general  Harrison’s  success  to  the  fad  that  he  ; 
lives  on  “hard  cider”  and  occupies  a “log  cabin”  in 
Tennessee!  and  says  that  Van  Buren  has  been  “de 
throned”  because  he  dined  off  silver  plate,  and  drove 
his  own  carriage  and  four,  and  kept  liveried  ser- 
vants! “The  former,”  continues  the  Herald,  “is  an 
unknown  and  obscure  person:  the  latter  a thoiough 
business  gentleman,  remarkable  for  his  talents,  ex- 
treme foresight  and  political  sagacity.  One  has 
never  been  placed  in  any  situation  either  to  do  much 
harm  or  much  good;  the  other  has,  for  the  last  four 
years,  held  the  president’s  office  at  a lime  when  it 
required  all  the  management  in  finance,  all  the  judg- 
ment of  politics,  and  all  the  mind  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  to  endeavor  to  set  matters  in  a proper  train. 
Should  he  live,  Martin  Van  Buren  will  be  president 
of  the  United  States  in  1845 — that  is  if  he  will  take 
the  office.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  James  A.  Ba- 
yard, attorney  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district 
of  Delaware,  (reappointed). 

Daniel  Goodwin,  attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Michigan,  (reappointed). 

Charles  S.  Sibley,  attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the 
middle  district  of  Florida,  (reappointed). 

Francis  S.  Key.  attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  (reappointed). 

Nathaniel  Williams,  attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the 
district  of  Maryland,  (reappointed). 

Montgomery  Blair,  attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the 
district  of  Missouri,  in  the  place  of  Arthur  L.  Ma- 
genis,  resigned. 

Solomon  Cohen,  attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Georgia,  in  the  place  of  Robert  M.  Charlton, 
resigned. 

Philip  Schuyler,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the  place  of  Francis  B.  Og- 
den, resigned. 

Louis  Tinelle,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for  the 
port  of  Oporto. 

Francis  B.  Ogden,  of  N.  Jersey,  to  be  consul  for 
the  port  of  Bristol,  in  the  place  of  Thos.  Dennison. 

Henry  D.  Gale,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for  the 
port  of  Velasco,  in  the  place  of  Stewart  Newall,  re- 
signed. 

John  A.  Parker,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Tappahannock,  Va.  vice  Robert  S.  Garnett,  de- 
ceased. 

Jacob  P.  De  Forest,  to  be  surveyor  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  vice  Nathan  Ranney,  resigned. 

Ebenezer  H.  Stacy,  to  be  surveyor  at  Gloucester, 
Mass,  vice  John  M.  Moriany,  resigned. 

Ezekiel  Foster,  to  be  surveyor  at  Easlport,  Me. 
vice  Charles  Peavey,  whose  commission  expired  on 
the  8th  December  1840. 

J ames  McKissack,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Fayetteville,  Ark.  from  27lh  December,  1840, 
when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Lewis  B.  Tully,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
8t  Batesville,  Ark.  vice  Thomas  Johnson,  resigned. 

John  Gardner,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Winamac,  la.  vice  Edward  A.  Hannegan,  resigned. 

John  V.  Ingersoll,  to  be  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Mineral  Point,  Wiskonsin,  vice  John  P. 
Sheldon,  removed. 

Enos  Lowe,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Burlington,  Iowa,  vice  A.  C.  Dodge,  resigned. 


Cesaire  Delahoussaye,  to  be  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Opelousas,  La.  vice  Robert  N.  Kelley,  re- 
signed. 

Lewis  B.  McCarty,  to  be  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Demopolis,  Ala.  vice  Thomas  Simpson,  re- 
signed. 

Thomas  Scott,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Vincennes,  la.  vice  John  Law,  resigned. 

Samuel  Merry,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  from  23d  December,  1840,  when  his 
late  commission  expired. 

William  G.  Crawley,  to  be  receiver  of  pubi  c mo- 
neys at  Augusta,  Mi.  vice  A.  H-  Hall, resigned. 

Samuel  Crawford,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Kaskaskia,  III.  vice  Edward  Humphreys, 
deceased. 

Elijah  H.  Gordy,  to  be  receiverof  public  moneys 
at  St.  Stephen’s,  Ala.  vice  Theodore  J.  Wilkinson, 
deceased. 

Lunsford  R.  Noel,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Danville, 111.  vice  Stenson  H.  Auderson,  de- 
clined. 

James  H.  Elliott,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Winamac,  la.  vice  Jesse  Jackson,  deceased. 

Paschall  Bequette,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Mineral  Point,  Wiskonsin,  vice  David  W. 
Jones,  resigned. 

Thomas  Womack,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Greensburg,  La.  vice  William  Bickham.  re- 
signed. 

Excess  of  exports.  There  have  been  five 
years  in  our  history  since  1815  in  which  our  exports 
have  exceeded  our  imports.  These  years  are  1820, 
1825,  1827,  1829,  1840.  The  excess  ofexports  over 
imports  in  1840  is  $,'26,766,069.  This  is  quite  re- 
markable. It  is  owing,  doubtless,  to  ourgreatin. 
debtedness  abroad.  And  since  we  are  largely  in- 
debted, the  above  indication  may  be  regarded  as  a 
convalescent  one,  though  probably  12  to  15,000,000 
dollars  ot  it  have  gone  to  pay  interest. 

\_Madisonian. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain.— 
The  following  are  the  documents  transmitted  to  the 
house  of  representatives  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  a call  for  copies  of  any 
correspondence  belween  the  governments  of  the  two 
countries  concerning  the  burning  of  the  steamboat 
Caroline,  &,c. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  Dec.  28,  1840. 

Sis:  The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
dated  the  21st  instant-,' requesting  the  president  “to 
communicate  to  that  house  (if  notin  his  opinion  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest)  all  the  corres- 
pondence between  this  government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain,  or  the  officers  or  agents  of  either,  or  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  this  government  with  the  presi- 
dent or  any  of  its  departments,  which  has  not  here- 
tofore been  communicated  to  this  house,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  outrage  of  burning  the  Caroline  on  the 
Niagara  frontier;  and  whether  there  is  any  prospect 
of  compensation  being  made  to  the  owner  of  said 
boat  for  the  loss  thereof;  and,  also,  whether  any  com- 
munications have  been  made  to  this  government  in 
regard  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of Mc- 

Leod, by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
for  being  concerned  in  said  outrage;  and,  if  so,  that 
he  communicate  a copy  thereof  to  that  house,”  has 
the  honor  to  report  to  the  president,  in  answer  to 
that  resolution,  the  accompanying  papers.  Re- 
spectfully submitted,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  president  of  the  U.  Slates  of  America. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — Extract. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  2,  1839. 

* * * * * 

I regret  to  say  that  no  answer  has  yet  been  given 
to  my  note  in  the  case  of  the  “Caroline.”  1 have 
not  deemed  it  proper  under  the  circumstances  to 
press  the  subject  without  further  instructions  from 
your  department.  Ifit  is  the  wish  of  the  govern- 
ment that  I should  do  so,  1 pray  to  be  informed  of  it, 
and  the  degree  of  urgency  that  I am  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stevenson. — Extract. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  1 Ith  September,  1839. 
****** 

With  reference  to  the  closing  paragraph  of  y'our 
communication  to  the  department,  dated  the  2d  of 
July  last,  (No.  74),  it  is  proper  to  inform  you  that 
no  instructions  are  at  present  required  for  again 
bringing  forward  the  question  of  the  “Caroline.”  I 
have  had  frequent  conversations  with  Mr.  Fox  in 
regard  to  thissubject — one  of  very  recent  date — and 
from  its  tone,  the  president  expects  the  British  go- 
vernment will  answer  your  application  in  the  case 
without  much  farther  delay. 


Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  Dec.  13,  1840. 

Sir:  I am  informed  by  his  excellency  the  lieute- 
naut  governor  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  that 
Mr.  Alexander  McLeod,  a British  subject,  and  late 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  Niagara  district  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, was  arrested  at  Lew  iston,  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  on  the  12th  of  last  month,  on  a pretended 
charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  having  been  engaged 
in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  Ihe  piratical  steam- 
boat “Caroline,”  in  the  month  of  December,  1837. 
After  a tedious  and  vexatious  examination,  Mr. 
McLeod  was  committed  for  trial,  and  he  is  now  im- 
prisoned in  Lockport  jail. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  steps 
for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  McLeod.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  “Caroline” 
was  a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s  service, 
obeying  the  order  of  their  superior  authorities. — 
That  act,  therefore,  according  to  the  usages  of  na- 
tions, can  only  be  the  subject  of  discussioD  between 
the  two  national  governments;  it  cannot  justly  be 
made  the  ground  oflegal  proceedings  in  the  United 
States  against  the  individuals  concerned,  who  were 
bound  to  obey  the  authorities  appointed  by  the: 11 
own  government. 

I may  add  that  I believe  it  is  quite  notorious  that 
Mr.  McLeod  was  not  one  of  the  party  engaged  in 
the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  “Caroline,”  and 
that  the  pretended  charge  upon  which  he  has  been 
imprisoned  rests  only  upon  the  perjured  testimony 
of  certain  Canadian  outlaws  and  their  abettors,  who, 
unfortunately  for  the  peace  of  that  neighborhood,  are 
still  permitted  by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  New 
York  to  infest  the  Canadian  frontier. 

The  question,  however,  of  whether  Mr.  McLeod 
was  or  w7as  not  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  the 
“Caroline,”  is  beside  the  purpose  of  the  present 
communication.  That  act  was  the  public  act  of 
persons  obeying  the  constituted  authorities  of  her 
majesty’s  province.  The  national  government  of 
the  United  States  thought  themselves  called  upon  to 
remonstrate  against  it;  and  a remonstrance  which 
the  president  did  accordingly  address  to  her  majes- 
ty’s government  is  still,  I believe,  a pending  subject 
of  diplomatic  discussion  between  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment and  the  United  States  legation  in  London. 

I fee),  therefore,  justified  in#‘xpecting  that  the  pre- 
sident’s government  will  sd^the  justice  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  causing  the  present  immediate  release  of 
Mr.  McLeod,  as  well  as  of  taking  such  steps  as  may 
be  requisite  for  preventing  others  of  her  majesty’s 
subjects  from  being  persecuted  or  molested  in  the 
United  States  in  a similar  manner  for  the  future. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  McLeod  was  arrested  on  the1 
12th  ult.  that,  after  the  examination  of  witnesses,  he 
was  finally7  committed  for  trial  on  the  18th,  and 
placed  in  confinement  in  the  jail  of  Lockport,  await- 
ing the  assizes,  which  will  be  held  there  in  February 
next.  As  the  case  is  naturally  occasioning  a great 
degree  of  excitement  and  indignation  within  the 
Biitish  frontier,  1 earnestly  hope  that  it  may  be  in 
your  power  to  give  me  an  early  and  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  present  representation. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  fyc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  December  26,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  and  have 
laid  before  the  president,  your  letter  of  the  ISth  inst. 
touching  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Alexander 
McLeod,  a British  subject,  and  late  deputy  sheriff 
of  the  Niagara  district,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  a 
charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  having  been  engaged 
in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
“Caroline,”  in  the  month  of  December,  1837;  in  re- 
spect to  which  you  state  that  you  feel  it  your  duty 
to  call  upon  the  government  ol  the  United  States  to 
take  prompt  and  effectual  steps  for  the  liberation  of 
Mr.  McLeod,  and  to  prevent  others  of  the  subjects 
of  her  majesty  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  from  be- 
ing persecuted  or  molested  in  a similar  manner  for 
the  future. 

This  demand,  with  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is 
made,  has  been  duly  considered  by  the  president, 
with  a sincere  desire  to  give  to  it  such  a reply  as 
will  not  only  manifest  a proper  regard  for  the  cha- 
racter and  rights  of  the  United  States,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  tend  to  preserve  the  amicable  relations 
which,  so  advantageously  lor  both,  subsist  between 
this  country7  and  England.  Of  the  reality  of  this 
disposition,  and  of  the  uniformity  with  which  it  has 
been  evinced  in  the  many  delicate  and  difficult  ques- 
tions which  have  arisen  between  the  two  countries 
in  the  last  few  years,  no  one  can  be  more  convinced 
than  yourself.  It  is  then  with  unfeigned  regret  that 
the  president  finds  himself  unable  to  recognise  the 
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validity  of  a demand,  a compliance  with  which  you 
deem  so  material  to  the  preservation  of  the  good  un- 
derstanding which  has  been  hitherto  manifested  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  states  which  con- 
stitute the  union  is,  within  its  appropriate  sphere, 
perfectly  independent  of  the  federal  government. — 
The  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged 
was  committed  within  the  territory,  and  against  the 
laws  and  citizens  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  is 
one  that  comes  clearly  within  the  competency  of  her 
tribunals.  It  does  not,  therefore,  present  an  occa- 
sion where,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
union,  the  interposition  called  for  would  be  proper, 
or  for  which  a warrant  can  be  found  in  the  powers 
with  which  the  federal  executive  is  invested.  Nor 
would  the  circumstances  ^to  which  you  have  refer- 
red, or  the  reasons  you  have  urged,  justify  the  exer- 
tion of  such  a power,  if  it  existed.  The  transaction 
out  of  which  the  question  arises,  presents  the  case 
of  a most  unjustifiable  invasion,  in  time  of  peace,  of 
a portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  by  a 
band  of  armed  men  from  the  adjacent  territory  of 
Canada,  the  forcible  capture  by  them  within  our 
own  waters,  and  the  subsequent  destruction  of  a 
.steamboat,  the  property  of  a citizen  of  the  United 
‘ States,  and  the  murder  of  one  or  more  American  ci- 
tizens. If  arrested  at  the  time,  the  offenders  might 
unquestionably  have  been  brought  to  justice  by  the 
judicial  authorities  of  the  state  within  whose  ac- 
knowledged territory  these  crimes  were  committed; 
and  their  subsequent  voluntary  entrance  within  that 
territory  places  them  in  the  same  situation.  The 
president  is  not  aware  of  any  principle  of  interna- 
tional law,  or,  indeed,  of  reason  or  justice,  which 
entitles  such  offenders  to  impunity  before  the  legal 
tribunals,  when  coming  voluntarily  within  their  in- 
dependent and  undoubted  jurisdiction,  because  they 
acted  in  obedience  to  their  superior  authorities,  or 
because  their  acts  have  become  the  subject  of  diplo- 
matic discussion  between  the  two  governments. — 
These  methods  of  redress,  the  legal  prosecution  of 
the  offenders,  and  the  application  of  their  govern- 
ment for  satisfaction,  are  independent  of  each  other, 
and  may  be  separately  and  simultaneously  pursued. 
Thu  avowal  or  justification  of  the  outrages  by  the 
.British  authorities  might  be  a ground  of  complaint 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States  distinct 
from  the  violation  of  the  territory  and  laws  of  the 
slate  of  New  York.  The  application  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  union  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
redress  of  an  authorised  outrage  of  the  peace,  digni- 
ty and  rights  of  the  United  States,  cannot  deprive 
the  state  of  New  York  of  her  undoubted  right  of 
**•  vindicating,  through  the  exercise  of  her  judicial 
power,  the  property  and  lives  of  her  citizens.  You 
have  very  properly  regarded  the  alleged  absence  ol 
Mr.  McLeod  from  the  scene  of  the  offence  at  the 
time  when  it  was  committed,  as  not  material  to  the 
decision  of  the  present  question.  That  is  a matter 
to  be  decided  by  legal  evidence;  and  the  sincere  de- 
sire ot  the  president  is,  that  it  may  be  satisfactorily 
established.  If  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was 
a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s  service, 
obeying  the  order  of  (heir  superior  authorities,  this 
fact  has  not  been  communicated  to  the  government 
ot  the  United  States  by  a person  authorised  to  make 
the  admission;  and  it  will  be  for  the  court  which  has 
taken  cognizance  ol  the  offence  with  which  Mr. 
McLeod  is  charged,  to  decide  upon  its  validity  when 
legally  established  before  it. 

The  president  deems  this  to  be  a proper  occasion 
to  remind  the  government  of  her  Britannic  majesty 
(bat  the  case  ol  the  “Caroline”  has  been  long  since 
brought  to  the  attention  of  her  majesty’s  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  who,  up  to  this 
day,  has  not  communicated  its  decision  thereupon. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  government  of  her  majesty  will 
perceive  the  importance  of  no  longer  leaving  the 
government  of  the  United  States  uninformed  of  its 
views  and  inventions  upon  a subject  which  has  na- 
turally produced  much  exasperation,  and  which  has 
led  to  such  grave  consequences.  I avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  renewtoyou  the  assurance  of  mv  dis- 
tinguished consideiation.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

H . S-  Fox,  esq.  fyc.  tjc  fy c. 

The  New  York  correspondence  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  of  January  4,  says:  The  Hamilton 

(U.  C.)  Journal  states  that  sir  Allan  Macnab  was 
not  knighted  in  consequence  of  the  Caroline  atfair, 
but  because  of  his  success  in  repressing  the  rebel 
lion.  This  paper  also  adds,  “the  legality  of  de- 
stroying the  Caroline  in  American  waters  has  not 
been  yet  pronounced  upon  by  the  British  govern- 
ment.” It  is  also  said  I hat  when  Macnab  issued 
his  orders  for  ail  attack  upon  the  Caroline,  he  sup- 
posed she  would  be  found  upon  Navy  Island,  and 
that  he  never  contemplated  an  attack  upon  our 
shore.  During  the  last  session  of  the  imperial  par- 
liament, adds  the  Hamilton  Journal,  lord  John 
Russell  was  asked  the  question  whether  it  was  the 


intention  of  ministers  to  recommend  her  majesty  to 
bestow  any  reward  upon  captain  Drew  (who  com- 
manded the  party  attacking)  and  others  engaged 
in  that  atfair,  to  which  lord  Russell  replied  no  re- 
ward had  been  resolved  upon,  and  as  the  question 
involved  a subject  of  a very  delicate  nature,  he 
must  decline  to  answer  it  further.  AH  this,  if  it 
turn  out  correct,  and  it  looks  so,  throws  a new  light 
upon  matters  recently  discussed  in  Washington, 
and  makes  the  prospect  of  an  amicable  settlement 
very  bright. 

The  brig  Tigris.  Another  seizure  by  the  Bri- 
tish. By  the  brig  Cipher,  just  arrived  from  S.  W. 
coast  of  Africa,  we  learn  that  another  American 
vessel,  a Salem  brig,  has  been  seized  by  a British 
cruiser,  on  the  groundless  suspicion  of  being  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade.  The  particulars  so  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  gather  them,  are  these:  The 

brig  Tigris,  capt.  Frye,  of  Salem,  while  lying  at 
Ambriz,  having  her  return  cargo  on  board,  and 
about  to  sail  for  home,  was  boarded  and  taken  pos- 
session of,  by  order  of  the  commander  of  the  Bri- 
tish cruiser  Water  Witch,  and  put  in  charge  of  a 
prize  master.  The  alledged  pretence  for  the  sei- 
zure was  the  fact  that  a black  boy,  a native  of  the 
coast,  was  in  the  service  of  capt.  Frye,  on  board  the 
brig,  probably  in  the  capacity  of  cabin  boy;  nothing 
alarming,  as  it  is  very  common  for  traders  to  that 
coast  to  employ  the  natives  on  board  their  vessels. 
The  Tigris  had  been  ordered  to  N.  Yoik  in  charge 
of  the  prize  master,  and  would  sail  soon — the  cap- 
tain and  crew  remaining  iri  the  brig.  The  cargo 
was  not  disturbed.  She  had  on  board  about  20,000 
lbs.  of  ivory  and  a quantity  of  coffee. 

The  T.  is  owned  by  Robert  Broolchouse,  esq.  one 
of  our  most  active  merchants,  who  lias  been  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  African  trade  for  many  years. 
Capt.  Frye  is  a young  man,  native  of  Salem,  who 
formerly  resided  on  the  coast  some  years;  and  was 
on  his  first  voyage  as  master.  These  practical  ma- 
nifestations of  the  British  cruisers  seein  to  indicate 
an  intention  to  drive  the  American  traders  from  the 
coast,  and  demand  the  immediate  notice  of  our  go- 
vernment. Instances  of  petty  insolence  on  the 
part  of  John  Bull’s  armed  vessels  towards  the  Ame- 
ricans, have  been  frequent  on  that  coast;  if  every 
frivolous  pretext  is  to  be  made  the  ground  of  a for- 
cible seisure  and  detention,  it  will  lead  to  serious 
trouble.  [Salem  Register. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Legislatures  of  the  respective  states 
The  following  is  the  political  character  of  the  se- 
veral states  of  the  union. 

Whig — 18  states.  Van  Buren — 7 slates. 


Vermont,  Maryland,  New  Hampshire, 

Maine,  Virginia,  South  Carolina, 

Massachusetts,  N.  Carolina,  Alabama, 

Rhode  Island,  Georgia,  Arkansas, 

Connecticut,  Louisiana,  Missouri, 

New  York,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 

New  Jersey,  Indiana,  Illinois. 

Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Doubtful. 

Delaware,  Michigan.  Mississippi. 

The  legislatures  of  all  these  states  are,  or  will  be, 
in  session  during  the  present  winter,  except  those 
of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  Ten- 
nessee and  Mississippi. 

MAINE. 

Congressional  election.  Mr.  Lowell,  (V.  B.)  has, 
at  last,  been  elected  to  congress  in  the  Washington 
and  Hancock  district,  by  a majority  of  four  votes. 
The  entire  vo'e  stood  as  follows: 

Lowell,  V.  B.  . . 5,194 

Noyes,  whig,  . . . 5,051 

Scattering,  . . . 139 


MARYLAND. 

Message  of  the  governor.  Since  your  last  session, 
no  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  financial 
afiairs  of  the  state.  As  they  were  then  fully  ex- 
plained, and  as  additional  details  will  be  found  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  treasurer,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  give  a general  statement  of  their 
present  condition. 

The  debt  of  the  state  is  now  fifteen  millions  one 
hundred  and  nine  thousand  dollars;  but  when  the 
stock,  authorised  by  existing  laws,  shall  have  been 
all  issued,  it  will  amount  to  fifteen  millions  three 
hundred  and  forty-six  thousand. 

The  sinking  fund,  which,  last  year,  was  one 
million  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  se- 
venty-two dollars,  lias  been  increased  to  one  mil- 
lion, seventy-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars. 

For  the  year,  ending  the  first  day  of  the  present 
month,  the  revenue,  exclusive  of  sums  received 
from  internal  improvement  companies,  and  of  those 
drawn  from  the  special  deposites,  amounted  to 
$255,678;  and  the  disbursements,  exclusive  of  pay- 


ments to  these  companies,  and  of  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  to  $259,468;  and  this  statement 
shows  the  amount  of  the  ordinary  revenue  and  ex- 
penditures. 

The  whole  receipts  of  that  year  amounted  to 
$842,237;  and  all  the  expenditures  to  $845,288, 
which  suin  includes  the  payment  of  $585,819,  on 
account  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

According  to  the  estimate  of  the  treasurer,  the 
demands  on  the  treasury,  for  the  present  year,  will 
amount  to  $927,000,  and  the  reciepts  to  $306,905; 
which  will  leave  a deficiency  of  rather  more  than 
$620,000.  The  surplus  revenue,  now  remaining 
on  deposite  is  $149,000,  which,  being  deducted 
from  the  estimated  deficiency,  will  leave  a balance, 
to  be  provided  for,  of  about  $470,000;  and  after  the 
present  year,  the  annual  deficiency  will  be  upwards 
of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

This  being  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  it  is 
easier  to  perceive  the  necessity  of  making  some 
provision  to  support  the  credit  of  the  state,  than  to 
suggest  such  measures  as  will  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject without  being  oppressive  to  the  people. 

In  some  of  the  states,  a disposition  has  been  ma- 
nifested to  rely  upon  the  general  government  for 
the  payment  of  their  debts;  and  to  claim  for  that 
purpose;  tile  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  It  is 
contended,  that  these  lands  were  ceded  to  the  ge- 
neral government,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt;  and  that  the  debt  having  been 
paid,  the  states  are  now  entitled  to  the  revenue 
arising  from  that  source. 

A statement  of  the  principal  facts,  connected 
with  this  question,  will  show,  that  the  states  have 
no  just  claim  to  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands,  and  that  they  would  derive  but 
little  benefit  from  it,  if  they  had. 

At  the  conunencementof  the  revolutionary  war, 
Virginia,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  South  and 
Nortti  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Connecticut,  several- 
ly claimed  such  portions  of  the  western  country, 
as  were  included  within  their  respective  limits;  and 
subsequently  ceded  them  to  the  United  States  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  union.  Previous  to  the 
cession,  congress  had  given  a pledge,  “that  the  un- 
appropriated lands,  which  might  be  ceded  or  re- 
linquished to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular 
state,  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed 
into  distinct  republican  states.” 

The  cessions  were  accordingly  made;  and  it  was 
stipulated  in  the  Virginia  deed,  that  the  land  ceded, 
“should  be  considered  a common  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have 
become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  confede- 
ration, according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithiully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever.” 

The  deeds  from  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  con- 
tain the  same  conditions  as  that  of  Virginia;  while 
the  older  states  relinquished  their  titles,  in  more  ge- 
neral terms,  lor  the  common  benefit  of  the  union. 
When  the  cession  was  made  by  Virginia,  congress 
had  no  power  “to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  and 
imposts,”  but  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  state 
governments,  for  “their  respective  proportions  of 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure.”  The  public 
lands,  in  yielding  a revenue  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, relieved  the  states,  to  the  same  extent,  from 
their  respective  proportions  of  the  general  charge; 
and  formed  a common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
members  of  the  confederation,  according  to  the  ob- 
vious meaning  of  the  Virginia  deed. 

To  consider  the  United  States  as  having  no  other 
right  to  ttie  western  territory,  besides  that  which 
was  derived  from  the  deeds  of  cession,  is  to  place 
the  subject  in  a point  of  view,  the  most  favorable  to 
the  claims  recently  set  up  in  behalf  of  the  states. 
But  to  understand  the  question  properly,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  consider  the  prior  claims  of  the  United 
States;  and  also  the  circumstances,  under  which 
Virginia  and  other  states  relinquished  their  titles. 

From  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  colonies, 
controversies  existed  among  them,  respecting  their 
territorial  limits;  which  interfered  witli  each  other 
on  ttie  Atlantic  coast,  and  with  the  pretensions  of 
France  and  Spain,  in  running  westwardly  to  the 
Mississippi  river  and  the  South  sea.  By  the  treaty 
of  1763,  the  western  claims  of  Great  Britain  were 
limited  to  the  Mississippi;  and  the  extensive  terri- 
tory, claimed  by  France  to  the  eastward  of  that 
river,  was  ceded  to  ttie  British  crown.  After  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  was  contended  by 
some  ol  the  states,  particularly  Rhode  Island,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  that  the  crown 
lands,  “if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy  by  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  states,  ought  to  be  deem- 
ed a common  property,  subject  to  the  dispositiop  of 
congress,  for  the  general  good.” 
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Maryland  protested  against  the  exclusive  claims 
of  the  large  states,  and  insisted  “that  the  country, 
unsettled  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  claimed 
by  the  British  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  should  be  considered  a common  property, 
subject  to  be  parcelled  out  by  congress  into  free, 
convenient,  and  independent  states.” 

The  large  states  differed  among  themselves,  as  to 
their  respective  limits,  and  each  claimed  a larger 
portion  of  territory  than  the  rest  were  willing  to 
allow.  The  claims  of  the  union  were  derived  from 
the  conquest  of  the  disputed  territory  by  means  of 
the  common  force,  and  from  the  treaty  of  peace, 
under  which  all  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  both 
in  the  soil  and  jurisdiction,  passed  to  the  United 
States. 

This  subject  was  a source  of  constant  irritation, 
and  threatened  a dissolution  of  the  federal  alliance. 
At  length  Virginia,  New  York,  and  the  other 
states,  which  claimed  the  western  lands,  successive- 
ly relinquished  their  titles  for  the  common  benefit 
ol  the  union. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  uncertainty  of 
these  conflicting  claims,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
that,  after  the  relinquishment  of  the  state  titles, 
they  were  all  vested  in  the  United  States,  on  the 
conditions  expressed  in  the  deeds  of  cession;  which, 
being  accepted,  formed  a compact  between  the  ge- 
neral government  and  the  states.  The  ceding  states 
relinquished  a portion  of  disputed  territory,  which 
they  could  not  have  retained  without  dissolving  the 
union,  nor  defended  with  their  separate  force.  All 
the  states  secured  the  benefit  of  having  a common 
fund  provided,  for  discharging  the  debts  and  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  general  government; 
and  for  relieving  themselves,  to  the  extent  of  that 
fund,  from  “their  respective  proportions  of  the  ge- 
neral charge  and  expenditure.” 

The  United  States  were  bound  to  indemnify  the 
states  for  expenses  previously  incurred;  and  were 
obliged  to  purchase  the  Indian  title,  and  make  large 
preliminary  expenditures,  before  the  lands  could  be 
sold;  and,  if  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of 
sale9,  they  assumed  all  the  burdens  of  the  com- 
pact, without  deriving  a single  advantage  from  it. 
The  states,  however,  evidently  intended  that  the 
territory,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  it,  should  be 
surrendered  to  the  United  States,  as  a common  fund, 
for  paying  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  or, 
in  other  words,  for  discharging  the  debts  and  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  general  government.  In 
none  of  the  deeds  of  cession  is  there  to  be  found, 
a reservation  of  this  fund  for  the  separate  use  of  the 
different  members  of  the  union;  or  any  stipulation, 
that  it  should  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt;  or  the  slightest  intimation, 
that  it  was  to  be  distributed  among  the  states  lor 
any  purpose  whatever. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  recognises 
the  territory  as  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  38th  number  of  the  Federal- 
ist, alludes  to  this  territory  “as  a mine  of  vast 
wealth  1o  the  United.  States,”  and  remarks,  that  “a 
very  large  portion  of  this  fund  has  already  been  sur- 
rendered by  the  states.”  He  then  expresses  the  hope 
that  the  remaining  states  will  give  similar  proofs  of 
their  equity  and  generosity,  and  that  the  whole  ter- 
ritory will  soon  become  “a  national  stock.”  The 
remaining  states  subsequently  relinquished  their 
claims,  and  the  whole  fund  was  surrendered  to  the 
union. 

Judge  Marshall,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Johnson  vs.  McIntosh, 
declares,  that  “the  states  ceded  that  territory,  gene- 
rally, to  the  United  States,  on  conditions  expressed 
in  the  deeds  of  cession,  which  demonstrate  the  opi- 
nion, that  they  ceded  the  soil  as  well  as  jurisdiction, 
and,  that  in  doing  so  they  granted  a productive  fund 
to  the  government  of  the  union.” 

It  was  granted,  when  the  slates  were  bound  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  to  levy  taxes  for  their 
respective  proportions  of  “all  charges  of  war,  and 
all  other  expenses  incurred  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare.”  Whether  these  taxes  were 
laid  by  congress  or  the  states,  they  were  to  be  paid 
by  the  people  of  the  states;  and  it  was  equally  im- 
portant, in  either  case,  to  convert  the  public  lands 
into  a permanent  fund  for  paying  the  debts  and  ex- 
penses of  the  union;  which  must  otherwise  have 
been  provided  for  by  oppressive  taxes  and  im- 
posts. 

They  were  ceded  by  the  states,  and  accepted  by 
the  United  States,  for  that  purpose;  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conjecture,  upon  what  authority  they  can  be 
applied  to  any  other  use  or  purpose  whatever. 

It  was,  indeed,  apprehended  that  a dissolution  of 
the  union  might  revive  the  territorial  question,  and 
create  other  disputes  on  the  same  subject.  In  the 
7th  number  of  the  Federalist,  it  is  urged  as  a reason 
for  adopting  the  constitution,  ihat  if  the  union  were 
at  an  end,  “the  states  which  have  made  cessions. 


on  a principle  of  federal  compromise,  would  be  apt, 
when  the  motive  of  the  grant  had  ceased,  to  reclaim 
the  lands  as  a reversion.  The  other  states  would  no 
doubt  insist  on  a proportion,  by  right  of  representa- 
tion. Their  argument  would  be,  that  a grant  once 
made,  could  not  be  revoked;  and  that  the  justice  of 
their  participating  in  territory  acquired  or  secured, 
by  the  joint  efforts  of  the  confederacy,  remained 
undiminished.  If,  contrary  to  probability,  it  should 
be  admitted  by  all  the  states,  that  each  had  a right 
to  a share  of  this  common  stock,  there  would  still 
be  a difficulty  as  to  a proper  rule  of  apportionment. 
Different  principles  would  be  set  up  by  different 
states  for  this  purpose;  and  as  they  would  affect  the 
opposite  interests  of  the  parties,  they  might  not  easi- 
ly be  susceptible  of  a pacific  adjustment.” 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  difficulties,  anticipated, 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  from  a dissolution  of  the 
union,  are  likely  to  arise  from  the  agitation  of  the 
scheme  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands.  The  old  states  contend  for  a share,  accord- 
ing to  representation;  the  new  states  insist  upon 
more,  and  some  of  them  are  disposed  to  claim  all 
the  unsold  tracts  within  their  limits.  The  southern 
states  might  claim  an  interest  in  proportion  to  their 
whole  population;  while  the  ceding  slates  might 
expect  a retrocession,  on  the  ground,  that  the  ter- 
ritory was  no  longer  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the 
grant. 

The  land  bill,  passed  by  congress  in  1S33  and 
vetoed  by  general  Jackson,  provided  for  a distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  whole  public  domain, 
whether  included  in  the  original  boundaries  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  cessions  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Floridas.  It  proposed  “to  set  apart  for  the  benefit 
of  the  new  states,  twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  our 
of  the  aggregate  proceeds,  before  any  division  took 
place  among  the  states  generally.”  The  new  and 
old  states  were  then  to  receive  their  proportions  of 
the  residue,  and  to  “apply  the  amount  received, 
either  to  the  purposes  of  education,  or  the  coloni- 
zation of  free  people  of  color,  or  for  internal  im- 
provements, or  for  debts,  which  may  have  been  con- 
tracted by  the  states  for  internal  improvements.” 

The  bill  proposed  to  distribute  among  the  states, 
for  slate  purposes,  a fund  which  had  been  surren- 
dered to  the  general  government  for  national  pur- 
poses; and  to  distribute  it  in  a different  proportion, 
for  the  separate  use  of  the  states,  from  that,  in  which 
it  was  intended  to  be  used  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  union.  It  proposed  to  appropriate  the  public 
lands,  purchased  from  France  and  Spain,  to  the 
construction  of  state  rail  roads  and  canals,  and  to 
the  support  of  state  schools;  to  which  objects,  the 
revenue  expended  in  that  purchase  could  not  have 
been  applied.  It  will  hardly  be  contended,  that  the 
general  government  has  power  over  these  subjects; 
or  that  congress  has  the  authority  to  place  the  pub- 
lic money  under  the  control  of  the  state  legislatures, 
to  be  expended  in  the  exercise  of  powers  reserved 
to  the  states. 

This  bill,  which  was  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  compact  be- 
tween the  general  government  and  the  states,  was 
perhaps  as  free  from  objections  as  any  other  that 
could  be  passed  for  a similar  object.  The  princi- 
ple of  distributing  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  manner  proposed,  can  never  be  established, 
without  disturbing  the  constitutional  relations  be- 
tween the  general  government  and  the  states,  and 
finally  destroying  the  limits,  which  were  intended 
to  separate  their  functions  and  powers.  Con- 
gress and  the  state  legislatures  are  now  responsible 
to  their  respective  constituents;  and  there  will  al- 
ways be  some  check  upon  their  extravagance, 
while  they  know,  that  each  must  provide  the  means 
of  paying  its  own  debts  and  expenses.  But  if  the 
general  government  be  made  the  collector  of  what 
the  states  are  to  expend,  every  restraint  will  be  re- 
moved, and  congress,  under  the  influence  of  state 
claims  and  state  creditors,  will  become  the  humble 
instrument  for  laying  new  taxes  and  heavier  im- 
posts, not  “to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  of  the  United  States,”  but  to  re- 
deem stocks,  issued  for  the  use  of  internal  improve- 
ment companies,  and  which  would  increase,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  facility  of  their  redemption. 

If  the  public  lands  had  become  a mine  of  wealth, 
a3  expected  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  revenue  from 
that  and  other  sources,  had  produced  an  unavoida 
ble  surplus  beyond  the  expenditures  of  the  general 
government,  there  would  be  a strong  inducement 
for  amending  the  constitution,  so  as  to  authorise  the 
application  of  it  to  the  relief  of  the  states.  But  the 
expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  public  lands, 
including  the  cost  of  purchase,  have  been  greater 
than  the  receipts;  and  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States  is  not  more  than  equal  to  the  annual 
expenditures.  Therefore,  what  ever  portion  of  it 
is  taken  away,  must  be  replaced  by  additional  taxes 
on  the  people.  The  deficiency  would  be  supplied 


by  an  increase  of  the  tariff;  and,  as  the  duties  on 
imported  articles  form  a part  of  their  cost,  they  are 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  profits  of  the  impor- 
ters and  retailers,  till  the  tax  finally  paid  by  the 
consumer,  is  twice  as  much  as  the  revenue  paid  into 
the  treasury.  Increased  duties  on  wines,  silks  and 
other  luxuries,  would  not  affect  the  great  body  of 
the  people;  but  the  policy  of  protection  enters  into 
every  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  and  the  American 
system,  as  it  is  called,  is  best  supported  by  taxes 
on  the  implements  of  trade  and  husbandry,  on  the 
materials  for  building  and  equiping  ships,  on  cloth- 
ing, blankets,  sugar,  salt  and  other  necessaries  of 
life. 

The  people  could  derive  no  benefit  from  the  dis- 
tribution of  any  part  of  the  public  revenue,  unless 
they  were  relieved,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  paying  back  a much  larger  amount. — 
But  when  the  advocates  of  this  scheme  speak  of 
returning  money  to  the  pockets  of  the  people,  they 
mean  that  it  is  to  be  transferred  from  their  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  to  their  representatives  in 
the  different  legislatures;  that,  instead  of  being 
used  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  union,  it  ought 
to  be  applied  to  the  separate  use  of  twenty-six 
states.  Under  such  a plan  of  distribution,  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  would  be  at  as  great  a 
distance  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  as  they  ar  e 
now;  and  whether  this  portion  of  the  public  reve- 
nue be  claimed  for  the  people  or  the  states,  it  is 
well  for  both  to  reflect,  that  while  they  are  appear- 
ing to  be  the  advocates  of  state  rights,  they  are  really 
conceding  powers  to  the  general  government,  which 
may  be  extended  to  every  object  that  requires  the 
expenditure  of  money. 

The  assumption  of  state  debts  would  probably 
follow,  as  a consequence  of  the  distribution  of  the 
public  revenue,  ami  would  only  be  an  application 
of  the  same  principle  to  a different  object.  It  has 
already  been  contended,  that  the  general  govern- 
ment has  the  power  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
states,  not  because  it  was  granted,  but  because  it 
has  been  exercised.  The  precedent  referred  to,  is 
the  act  of  1790,  by  which  congress  assumed  debts, 
in  certain  proportions,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-one 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  But  pay- 
ment was  not  to  be  made  to  state  creditors,  if  it 
could  be  ascertained  that  their  certificates  of  debt 
were  issued  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  services 
or  supplies  towards  the  prosecution  of  the  war. — 
The  holders  of  these  certificates  were  considered 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  because  the  debts,  of 
which  they  held  the  evidence,  were  contracted  by 
the  states  in  the  common  struggle  for  independence. 
If  an  argument  can  be  drawn  from  this  act,  lo  prove 
that  the  general  government  has  the  pow  er  to  as- 
sume state  debts  contracted  lor  canals  and  rail 
roads,  the  question  of  power  would  be  considered 
as  settled,  if  continued  appropriations  were  made 
by  congress  to  aid  the  states  in  the  construction  of 
such  works.  Constitutional  objections  being  once 
removed,  the  only  obstacle  to  a general  assumption 
would  be  found,  in  the  difficulty  of  apportioning 
among  the  states,  the  benefit  of  shifting  their  bur- 
dens and  responsibilities  upon  the  union.  The  debt 
of  Maryland  is  fifteen  millions,  and  taking  that  as 
the  scale  of  assumption,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
create  a national  debt  of  at  least  five  hundred  mil- 
lion of  dollars  to  relieve  her  from  her  present  liabi- 
lities. The  government  stock,  issued  for  this  pur- 
pose, would  pass  into  the  possession  of  the  states 
and  their  creditors,  and  form  a fund  for  new'  enter- 
prises, aew  banks,  and  for  speculations  of  every 
kind,  which,  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  would 
produce  the  necessity  for  another  assumption. 

The  public  lands  have  been  so  often  made  the 
suhject  of  executive  communications,  that  1 could 
not  withhold  my  own  opinions,  without  appearing  to 
concur  in  the  sentiments  of  others,  nor  express  them 
without  examining  the  question  at  greater  length 
than  is  consistent  with  the  proper  limits  of  a mes- 
sage. It  is  for  congress  however,  to  decide  how 
this  question  is  to  be  disposed  of;  and  w hether  it  be 
determined  that  the  public  territory  belongs  to  the 
states  of  the  union,  it  will  still  be  necessary  for  this 
state  to  resort  to  some  other  means  for  the  support 
of  her  credit  and  the  fulfilment  of  her  engagements. 
Her  portion  of  this  fund,  under  the  new  census, 
would  probably  not  exceed  eighty  thousand  dollars 
a year,  which  would  leave  an  annual  deficiency  of 
more  than  five  hundred  thousand,  to  be  provided  for 
in  some  other  way.  The  legislature  will,  no  doubt, 
carefully  consider  every  circumstance  connected 
with  the  debt  and  finances  of  the  state,  and  will 
adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  nteessary, 
to  preserve  the  public  credit,  and  provide  for  every 
just  claim  on  the  treasury. 

The  currency  of  this  state  consists  of  various 
kinds  of  paper,  issued  by  banks  under  authority  of 
their  charters,  by  other  corporations  without  autho- 
rity, and  by  private  associations  and  individuals. 
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under  the  pretext  of  supplying  their  neighbors  with 
change.  These  private  issues  will  probably  cease 
when  specie  payments  are  resumed,  but  the  banks, 
the  savings  institutions,  and  other  corporations, 
which  have  issued  notes  or  certificates  for  small 
sums,  will  no  doubt  continue  to  exercise  that  pri- 
vilege as  long  as  it  is  found  to  be  profitable.  The 
small  currency  furnished  by  these  corporations, 
though  preferable  in  some  respects  to  the  notes  of 
individuals,  is  more  injurious  to  the  public;  because 
it  is  issued  to  a much  larger  amount,  and  has  a more 
permanent  effect  in  preventing  the  circulation  of 
specie.  It  the  people  prefer  the  use  of  specie  for 
change,  and  lor  dealings  of  trifling  amount,  they 
certainly  ought  to  have  their  choice;  and  this  they 
never  can  have,  while  small  notes  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  permitted  to  circulate  through  the  state. 

Many  persons  are  under  the  impression  that  all 
the  evils  of  a deranged  currency  have  been  produc- 
ed by  the  measures  of  the  general  government;  and 
that,  under  the  administration  of  general  Harrison, 
they  will  be  removed  without  the  aid  of  state  legis- 
lation. ° 

Without  intending  to  discuss  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  currency,  I will  buefly  state  my  reasons 
for  believing  that  too  much  is  expected  from  gen. 
Harrison’s  administration,  and  that  it  will  not  be  in 
his  power  to  correct  the  evils,  of  which  so  many 
camplain. 

The  currency,  which  has  been  so  much  derang- 
ed, is  the  currency  of  the  different  states;  and  con- 
sists of  paper  of  every  kind,  issued  under  the  autho- 
rity, or  by  the  permission,  of  the  state  legislatures. 
If  too  much  of  this  paper  was  put  in  circulation,  it 
wa3  the  fault  of  the  corporations  that  issued  il;  and 
if  there  were  too  many  banks  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
states  that  chartered  them.  It  has  been  supposed 
that  the  United  States  bank  regulated  the  state 
banks,  and  prevented  them  from  increasing  in  num- 
ber. But  it  could  only  restrain  the  operations  of  other 
banks,  by  first  receiving  their  notes,  and  then  draw- 
ing upon  them  every  week  or  month,  for  the  balan- 
ces due.  It  had  no  control  over  weak  and  discre- 
dited banks,  because  it  would  not  take  their  notes; 
and  could  only  regulate  those,  which  were  in  high 
credit,  and  which  could  regulate  each  other,  by  the 
same  process  o!  frequent  settlements  It  was  de- 
fective too,  as  a regulator,  in  this  particular,  that, 
when  other  banks  discounted  too  freely  and  stood 
in  need  of  restraints,  it  labored  under  the  same  dif- 
ficulty, and  required  to  be  checked  in  its  own  move- 
,inents;  for  the  state  banks  very  seldom  extended 
their  business,  unless  the  national  bank  first  set  the 
example.  Whenever  it  enlarged  its  discounts,  they 
did  the  same;  and  then  it  was  rather  in  a situation 
to  require  assistance,  than  lo  exercise  a proper  con- 
trol. But  il  instead  of  being  often  a debtor,  it  had 
managed  its  affairs  so  prudently  as  to  be  always  a 
creditor  of  other  banks,  there  was  nothing  to  pre- 
vent it  from  sustaining  institutions,  that  were  un- 
sound, and  injuring  others  that  were  worthy  of  the 
public  confidence;  and  nothing  to  prevent  it  from 
giving  the  banks  and  merchants  of  a commercial 
city,  great  advantages  over  those  of  rival  cilies. 

The  national  bank,  however,  might  be  prudent, 
vigilant  and  impartial,  and  still  be  inefficient  as  a 
regulator,  because  the  state  banks  could  always 
escape  from  its  control,  by  refusing  to  pay  specie, 
or  by  otherwise  discrediting  their  notes;  and  thus 
place  themselves  out  of  reach  of  the  regulating 
power,  at  the  very  time  they  stood  most  in  need 
of  it. 

The  condition  of  the  currency  in  the  several 
stales,  during  different  periods,  furnishes  the  proof, 
that  its  value  depends  on  state  legislation,  and  not 
on  the  influence  of  a national  bank. 

The  United  Slates  bank  went  into  operation  in 
1317,  and  from  that  period  to  the  year  1825,  its  in- 
fluence was  not  perceptible  in  any  of  the  states 
that  encouraged  excessive  banking.  The  currency 
of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was 
as  much  depreciated,  during  the  greatest  portion  of 
that  period,  as  that  of  Mississippi  is  now;  and  was 
gradually  restored  to  a sound  state  by  the  operation 
of  their  own  laws,  and  by  the  determination  of  the 
people  ol  those  states,  to  rid  themselves  of  paper 
money  which  had  lost  its  value.  The  process,  by 
whicli  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  relieved  from 
their  depreciated  paper,  is  described  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraphs,  published  in  Niles’  Register,  in 
February,  1823: 

“More  good  news.— Bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Commonweath  of  Kentucky,  to  an  amount  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  were  burnt  at  Frankfort 
on  the  15th  ultimo.  A few  more  good  fires  like 
this,  and  we  shall  begin  to  expect  remittances  from 
our  friends  in  Kentucky.” 

“Kentucky  is  going  on  nobly  in  the  work  of 
burning  paper  money.  There  was  lately  another 
great  purification  of  the  currency  by  fire;  l, -100,000 
dollars,  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  be- 


sides the  conflagration  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Commonwealth,  have  been  committed  to  the 
flames.” 

The  U.  States  bank  had  then  been  in  operation 
six  years,  without  being  able  to  equalize  the  ex- 
changes between  the  western  states  and  the  eastern 
cities,  or  to  reslrain  excessive  banking,  or  to  cor- 
rect tile  evils  of  a depreciated  currency.  During 
that  period,  the  notes  of  many  of  the  banks  in  spe- 
cie paying  states,  were  at  as  great  a discount  as  the 
currency  of  any  western  state;  and  throughout  the 
whole  country,  banks  continued  to  multiply  and  ex- 
plode, as  if  no  national  bank  had  been  employed  in 
regulating  their  movements. 

Some  of  the  New  England  banks  were  able  to 
continue  specie  payments  during  the  last  war, 
when  there  was  no  national  bank,  because  their  dis- 
counts were  in  proportion  to  their  means.  If  the 
eastern  states  had  chartered  too  many  banks,  or  per- 
mitted them  to  run  into  every  kind  of  excess,  no 
national  bank,  no  administralion  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, could  have  prevented  the  depreciation  of 
their  currency. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States 
had  no  conception,  that  a national  bank  or  any  in- 
cidental power  of  the  general  government,  could  re- 
gulate or  restrain  the  paper  currency  of  the  states; 
and  therefore  expressly  prohibited  them  from  emit- 
ting bills  of  credit.  This  restriction  has  been  ren- 
dered nearly  ineffectual  by  the  agency  of  banks;  and 
the  states  after  giving  birth  to  a numerous  progeny 
of  corporations,  whose  business  it  is  to  issue  paper 
money,  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  a regulator  to 
give  their  different  currencies  a uniform  value. 

The  states  have  ample  power  over  their  own  cor- 
porations, and  their  own  paper  money;  and  there  is 
no  necessily  of  making  use  of  a fiscal  agent  of  the  ge- 
neral government  for  the  management  ol  either.  II 
it  be  desirable  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  small 
notes,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  banks,  to  limit 
their  issues,  and  to  compel  the  payment  of  specie, 
the  state  legislatures  can  accomplish  these  objects 
without  the  aid  of  a national  bank. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  the  Baltimore  and 
Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  and  the  Annapolis 
and  Elk  Ridge  rail  road  company,  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted with  other  papers  in  a few  days.  No  re- 
port has  yet  been  received  from  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  company.  The  only  information  I 
have,  in  relation  to  these  companies,  is  already 
known  to  the  public  or  is  contained  in  their  annual 
reports. 

The  Annapolis  rail  road  is  finished  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  Washington  branch  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road,  and  is  now  open  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers  and  produce. 

The  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  has 
been  in  constant  operation  since  last  spring,  and 
now  forms  the  long  desired  connexion  between  the 
city  of  Baltimore  and  the  canals  and  rail  roads  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Tide  Water  canal  has  also  been  completed 
within  the  present  year,  and  has  already  been  the 
means  of  bringing  a large  trade  to  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore. The  state  has  no  interest  in  this  work  as  a 
stockholder,  and  no  pecuniary  connexion  with  it, 
except  as  a creditor;  but,  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent, there  is  perhaps  no  other  public  work  that 
will  contribute  so  largely  to  the  trade  and  prosperi- 
ty of  Baltimore.  And  the  completion  of  this  canal 
is  not  the  less  gratifying  to  our  citizens,  on  account  of 
the  equal  advantages  which  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania will  derive  from  it,  in  securing,  for  their  va- 
rious products,  a convenient  outlet,  and  a choice  of 
markets. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eastern  Shore  rail  road  com- 
pany have  been  settled,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  chapter  323. 

The  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
were  arduously  engaged  for  a considerable  time,  in 
examining  accounts,  ascertaining  damages  and  ad- 
justing claims  against  the  company;  and  in  dispos- 
ing of  the  materials  and  effects  which  remained  in 
the  possession  of  its  officers  and  agents.  The  books, 
maps  and  papers,  belonging  to  it,  have  been  placed 
in  the  land  office,  as  directed  by  the  act  of  assembly; 
and  the  final  report  of  the  commissioners  will  be 
transmitted  to  you,  with  other  papers  on  the  same 
subject. 

Supposing  the  Eastern  Shore  rail  road  to  be 
abandoned,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  rail  road, 
and  (lie  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  are  the  only 
works  which  now  remain  unfinished.  The  railroad 
company  will  not  probably  require  further  aid  from 
the  state  for  two  or  three  years,  and  will  not  suffer 
the  interest  on  their  portion  of  the  public  debt  to 
fall  on  the  treasury. 

The  canal  is  not  only  unfinished,  but  the  compa- 
ny are  without  the  means  of  continuing  their  ope- 
rations. The  debt,  contracted  for  their  use,  is  a 


dead  weight  on  the  state,  and  so  it  will  remain  till 
the  whole  line  of  canal  is  opened  to  Cumberland. 
While  every  one  perceives  the  necessity  of  doing 
something,  it  is  difficult  to  devise  any  practicable 
scheme  for  continuing  the  work.  The  state  is  with- 
out the  means  of  raising  money  for  that  purpose, 
and  it  would  appear  to  be  a desperate  experiment, 
to  send  a new  set  of  bonds  into  the  European  mar- 
ket. 

1 have  received  two  letters  from  the  governor  of 
Virginia,  with  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state,  in  relation  to  the  refusal  of 
the  governor  of  New  York  to  deliver  up  certain  fu- 
gitives from  justice.  These  communications  relate 
to  a subject  of  deep  interest  to  the  people  of  Mary- 
land and  are  intended  to  call  the  attention  of  theslave- 
holding  states,  lo  the  necessity  of  some  concert  of 
action,  if  New  York  or  other  states  should  unfortu- 
nately persist  in  disregarding  their  constitutional 
rights.  In  giving  to  this  subject  the  serious  con- 
sideration to  which  it  is  entitled,  you  will,  no  doubt 
perceive  the  advantage  of  postponing  legislative, 
action  upon  it,  till  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  have  been  given  in  the  case  of  Nathan 
Bemi3  and  others.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  this 
case  involves  nearly  every  question  that  can  arise 
respecting  the  constitutional  rights  of  slaveholders, 
and  the  validity  of  such  state  laws  as  have  the  ef- 
fect of  obstructing  the  exercise  of  those  rights. — 
The  southern  slates  are  indebted  to  the  justice  and 
liberality  of  Pennsylvania,  for  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  these  questions  to  a decision  in  the  su- 
preme court.  Mr.  Meredtih  and  Mr.  Nelson,  who 
have  been  employed  as  counsel  to  represent  this 
state,  have  informed  me  that  the  case  is  now  ready 
for  trial;  and  there  is  very  little  doubt,  that  it  will 
be  brought  to  a termination  before  the  adjournment 
of  the  legislature. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  an 
ordinance  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  which  is  odious 
and  oppressive  to  a numerous  and  meritorious  class 
of  our  citizens;  I mean  the  ordinance,  approved  the 
12th  of  last  Match,  and  entitled:  “A  further  sup- 
plement to  an  ordinance  to  preserve  the  navigation 
of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.” 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  duties  are 
levied,  under  the  title  of  wharfage,  on  all  articles 
“landed  on  the  public  wharves,  from  on  board  any 
vessels  lying  at  said  wharves,  or  placed  thereon  for 
the  purpose  of  shipment  or  exposure  for  sale.” — 
Goods  or  produce,  delivered  from  vessels  at  the 
public  wharves,  or  taken  on  board,  are  taxed  with 
wharfage,  “to  be  paid  by  the  owmer  or  consignee, 
or  in  the  event  of  there  being  none,  by  the  master 
of  the  vessel.”  If  the  articles  are  not  landed  on  the 
wharves,  but  are  merely  transferred  from  one  ves- 
sel to  another,  the  wharfage  is  half  price.  I have 
been  informed  that  the  same  kind  of  wharfage  is 
collected  by  the  owners  of  private  wharves,  and 
that  no  vessel  can  escape  from  it,  unless  she  can 
find  room,  to  land  or  take  in  her  cargo,  at  some 
wharf  belonging  to  the  state.  No  one  complains  of 
the  regular  wharfage,  which  has  always  been  charg- 
ed upon  every  vessel,  in  proportion  to  her  tonnage. 
The  grievance  is,  that  vessels  lying  at  a wharf  and 
paying  wharfage,  can  make  no  use  of  it,  without 
also  paying  a duty  on  every  thing  that  is  land- 
ed or  taken  on  board.  The  articles,  carried  by  the 
boatmen  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  never  have  an 
owner  when  this  tax  is  to  be  paid;  and  the  whole 
burden  of  it  falls  on  the  master  or  owner  of  the 
vessel. 

Within  a few  days  past,  my  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of. 
tobacco  planters,  lately  held  in  Washington  city — 
and  particularly  to  the  resolution  requesting  “the 
governors  of  the  several  states,  engaged  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  tobacco,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gislatures of  their  several  states,  to  the  subject  of 
the  American  tobacco  trade  in  foreign  countries.” 

Having  had  no  time  to  examine  this  subject,  or  to 
consider  the  tendency  of  the  measures  recommend- 
ed, I can  only  comply  with  the  request  of  the  con- 
vention, by  calling  your  attention  to  their  proceed- 
ings. WM.  GRASON. 

IPenitentiury.  The  report  of  the  directors  of  this 
institution,  made  to  the  executive,  shows  as  follows: 

Abstract  of  prisoners  received  into  the  penitenti- 
ary from  the  1st  December,  1839,  to  the  30th  of 
November,  1840,  inclusive — 104.  For  the  follow- 
ing crimes: — stealing  61,  felony  17,  larceny  5,  grand 
larceny  1,  house  breaking  1,  receiving  stolen  goods 
3,  obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences  1,  cutting 
down  with  intent  to  steal  trees  1,  passing  counter- 
feit notes  1,  giving  a pass  to  a slave  1,  assaulting 
and  stabbing  1,  assault  and  attempt  to  commit  rape 
1,  assault  with  intent  to  kill  1,  assault  and  battery 
with  intent  to  kill  1 , manslaughter  1,  murder  in  the 
second  degree  1,  murder  3,  arson  1,  breaking  the 
conditions  of  a pardon  1,  robbing  the  mail  1— tota 
104— Americans  87,  foreigners  17. 


294 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  9,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


Prisoners  discharged,  their  term  of  service  having 
expired  68,  pardoned  20,  died  14,  escaped  1 — to- 
tal 103. 

Prisoners  remaining  on  the  30th  November,  1339, 
328,  received  from  the  1st  December,  1839,  to  the 
30th  November,  1840,  104— total  432— discharg- 
ed 103. 

Prisoners  remaining  on  the  30th  Nov.  1840,  329. 

Population.  The  following  is  the  official  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  of  the 
counties  of  this  state,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
according  to  the  late  census,  compared  with  that 
for  1830: 


1840. 

1830. 

Allegany, 

15,704 

10,609 

Washington, 

28,862 

25,268 

Frederick, 

34,983 

45,789 

Carroll, 

17,245 

New  county. 

Baltimore, 

32,067 

40,320 

Harford, 

16,901 

16,319 

Montgomery, 

14,659 

19,816 

Prince  George’s, 

19,483 

20,474 

St.  Mary’s, 

13,244 

13,459 

Calvert, 

9,095 

8,900 

Charles, 

16,012 

17,769 

Anne  Arundel, 

29,535 

28,295 

Cecil, 

17,362 

15,432 

Kent, 

10,840 

10,501 

Caroline, 

7,868 

9,070 

Talbot, 

12,103 

12,947 

Queen  Ann’s, 

12,525 

14,397 

Somerset, 

19,504 

20,166 

Dorchester, 

IS, 809 

18,686 

Worcester, 

18,253 

18,273 

Baltimore  city. 

102,513 

80,620 

Total, 

467,567 

447,040 

There  are  157,926  white  males,  157,645  white  fe- 
males; 29,114  free  black  males,  32,825  free  black 
females;  45,970  male  slaves,  43,749  leinale  slaves. 
The  total  white  population  is  315,571,  and  the  black 
157,656.  The  federal  population  is  411,164. 

The  total  population  in  1838  was  447,040 — and 
the  increase  in  the  last  ten  years  has  only  been 
20,527 — out  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  population 
of  the  state  has  decreased. 

The  new  apportionment  of  members  of  congress 
is  to  be  made  under  the  new  census.  It  is  not  sup- 
posed the  ratio  will  be  less  than  60,000  federal  po- 
pulation for  each  member,  and  if  so,  Maryland  will 
only  be  entitled  to  seven  members.  Any  increase 
on  that  ratio  will  reduce  her  representation  to  six. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Census  for  1840.  Washington  city,  white  males 
8,196,  do.  females  8,647,  total  16,843;  free  colored 
males  1,949,  do.  do.  females  2,859,  total  4,808;  slaves, 
males  649,  do.  females  1,064,  total  1,713.  Total  in- 
habitants in  the  city  23,364. 

Washington  county,  white  males  1,098,  do.  fe- 
males 861,  total  1,959;  free  colored  males  141,  do. 
do.  females  147,  total  288;  slaves,  males  465,  do. 
females  357,  total  822.  Total  inhabitants  in  the 
county  3,069. 

Georgetown,  white  males  2,290,  do.  females  2,834, 
total  5,124;  free  colored  males  5S9,  do.  do.  females 
814,  total  1,403;  slaves,  males  327,  do.  females 
453,  total  785.  Total  inhabitants  in  Georgetown 
7,312. 

Alexandria  city,  white  males  2,748,  do.  females 
3,010,  total  5,758;  free  colored  males  664,  do.  do. 
females  963,  total  1,627;  slaves,  males  444,  do.  fe- 
males 630;  total  1,074.  Total  inhabitants  in  the 
city  8,459. 

Alexandry  county,  white  males  490,  do.  females 
483,  total  973;  free  colored  males  1 10,  do.  do.  fe- 
males 125,  total  235;  slaves,  males  173,  do.  females 
127,  total  300.  Total  inhabitants  in  the  county 
1,508. 

Engaged  in  agriculture  384;  in  commerce  240;  in 
manufactures  and  trades  2,278;  in  navigating  the 
ocean  126;  in  navigating  lakes  and  rivers  80;  in 
learned  professions  203;  deaf  and  dumb,  white  8; 
do.  do.  colored  4;  blind,  white  6;  do.  colored  9;  in- 
sane and  idiot,  white  14;  do.  do.  colored  7;  univer- 
sities 2;  number  of  students  166;  academies  and 
grammer  schools  26;  number  of  scholars  1,389;  pri- 
mary and  common  schools  29;  number  of  scholars 
851;  number  of  scholars  at  public  charge  482;  num- 
ber over  20  years  who  cannot  read  and  write  1,033. 


Recapitulation  of  the  several  censuses. 


Year. 

Free  whites. 

Free  persons 
of  color. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

1800 

10,066 

783 

3,244 

14,093 

1810 

16,079  . 

2,049 

5,895 

24,023 

1820 

22,614 

4,039 

6,379 

30,032 

1830 

27,563 

6,152 

6,119 

39,834 

1840 

30,657 

8,361 

4,694 

43.712 

Interesting  trial.  A very  interesting  trial  is  now 
going  on  in  the  circuit  court  of  this  district,  in 


which  Wm.  B.  Stokes,  Lucius  W.  Stockton,  and 
Daniel  Moore,  surviving  partners  of  Richard  C. 
Stockton,  are  plaintiffs,  and  Amos  Kendall,  late 
postmaster  general,  is  the  defendant.  The  cele- 
brated mandamus  case,  with  the  accompanying  cir- 
cumstances, must  be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  our 
readers,  and  it  disclosed  the  cause  of  original  dis- 
pute. Of  the  present  trial,  we  find  the  following 
report  in  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  action  came  on  for  trial  on  Monday  28th 
December,  and  has  occupied  the  court  and  jury  ever 
since.  The  declaration,  claiming  damages  100,000 
dollars,  contains  three  counts.  The  first  sets  forth, 
in  substance,  that  the  plaintiffs  and  their  deceased 
partner  were  contractors,  under  and  in  the  name  of 
Richard  C.  Stockton,  for  carrying  the  mail,  and, 
besides  performing  the  duties  stipulated  in  their 
contracts,  performed  certain  extra  services;  for 
which  extra  services  the  then  postmaster  general, 
(maj.  Barry),  in  conformity  with  the  law  and 
usage  of  the  department,  caused  credits  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  books  of  the  department,  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiffs,  to  the  amount  of  $122,000;  that  the 
defendant  was  subsequently  appointed  postmaster 
general,  anil  “wrongfully,  oppressively,”  &c.  caus- 
ed the  said  credits,  upon  which  payments  had  been 
made,  to  be  suspended  on  the  books,  and  recharged 
to  the  plaintiffs,  so  that  it  was  untruly,  unlawfully 
and  oppressively  made  to  appear  on  the  said  books 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  indebted  to  the  department 
in  the  said  sum  of  $122,000,  whereby  they  were 
unable  to  obtain  large  sums  of  money  legally  earn- 
ed by  them  as  contractors  for  other  services,  and 
were  subjected  fo  great  expenses,  delays,  injuries 
and  embarrassments,  and  were  greatly  injured  in 
their  credit  and  business,  and  suffered  great  losses 
in  complying  with  their  contracts  with  the  depart- 
ment, &c.  &c. 

The  second  connt  is  for  omitting,  neglecting 
and  refusing,  for  a long  space  of  time — viz:  two 
years— to  pay  to  the  plaintiffs,  &c.  contrary  to  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  his  office. 

The  third  count  sets  out  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  2d  July,  1836,  by  which  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  wa3  authorised  and  directed  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  claims  of  the  plaintiffs  for  the  said  extra 
services,  and  directing  the  postmaster  general  to 
give  credit  for  the  amount  which  should  be  found 
by  the  solicitor. 

That  the  award  was  made  for  $161,563  89; 
whereby  it  became  the  duty  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral to  give  credit,  &c.  that  he  refused,  &c. 

The  case  was  opened  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe  for  the 
plaintiffs,  with  a clear  and  forcible  detail  ofthe 
grievances  complained  of,  embracing  a long  and 
systematic  course  of  alleged  acts  of  oppression, 
and  obstinate  disregard  ofthe  requirements  of  law 
and  the  obligations  of  office,  overwhelming  the 
plaintiffs  with  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  un- 
der which  one  of  the  partners  (Mr.  R.  C.  Stock- 
ton)  had  sunk  into  an  untimely  grave.  He  reca- 
pitulated the  various  circumstances  of  aggravation 
characterising  the  case — the  re-opening  of  matters 
settled  by  the  defendant’s  predecessors  according  to 
law;  the  sudden  charging  of  such  an  immense  sum; 
the  application  of  moneys  earned  from  time  to 
time  afterwards,  upon  other  contracts,  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  this  fictitious  balance;  the  peremptory 
and  arrogant  refusal  of  the  defendant  to  be  govern- 
ed by  congress  in  the  act  of  July,  1836;  by  the  so- 
licitor, who  had  been  clothed  with  full  powers, 
and  who  made  his  award;  by  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee of  the  senate;  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
senate;  by  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  circuit 
court  in  the  mandamus  case;  and,  finally,  the  re- 
luctant and  tardy  submission  to  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  the  supreriTe  court — unanimous  as  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  defendant’s  act. 

Mr.  Dent  opened  the  case  for  the  defendant,  who 
proposed  to  show  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  con- 
tractors with  the  department;  that  no  such  award 
was  made,  as  alleged;  and  that  the  defendant  had 
done  nothing  more  than  his  duty. 

The  evidence,  principally  documentary,  has  not 
yet  been  concluded  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs. 

Counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  Messrs.  R.  S.  Coxe, 
M.  St.  C.  Clarke  and  J.  H.  Eaton.  For  the  defen- 


dant, gen.  Jones  and  Mr.  Dent. 

VIRGINIA. 

Popular  vole  of  Ihe  stale. 

Van  Buren.  Whig. 

Aggregate  vote  43,893  42,501 

42,501 


Van  Buren  majority  1,392 

Whig  majority  in  East*  Virginia  1,791 

Van  Bneen  majority  in  West  Virginia  1,298 
Van  Buren  majority  in  Valley  1,879 


*£ast  Virginia  is  Old  Virginia  proper. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  gov.  Dudley,  on  the 
opening  ofthe  late  session  ofthe  legislature. 

A.s  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  profit  by  experi- 
ence, it  is  necessary  and  proper  to  refer  to  the  causes 
of  the  revolution,  and  particularly  where  connected 
with  our  peculiar  interest,  the  better  to  enable  us  to 
avoid  the  evil  and  embrace  the  good. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  grew  out 
o(  the  necessities  of  the  country,  at  two  periods  of 
great  distress,  (and  which  would  seem  almost  to 
give  sacredness  to  its  existence),  and  which  answer- 
ed every  purpose  promised  by  its  most  sanguine 
friends,  or  anticipated  by  the  public,  was  doomed  to 
executive  hostility,  because  it  would  not  yield  poli- 
tical obedience.  It  was  recharted  by  congress,  but 
vetoed  by  the  president.  The  public  money  was 
then  removed  from  its  lawful  place  of  deposite,  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  local  banks, 
by  the  president,  under  the  plea  that  it  was  unsafe. 
This  ground,  taken  by  the  president,  was  disproved 
by  a report  from  a committee  ol  congress. 

The  senate  of  the  United  States  became  alarmed 
at  these  indications  of  violence  and  usurpation,  and 
declared  the  removal  of  the  deposites  unconstitu- 
tional. The  president  appealed  to  the  people,  against 
both  the  bank  and  the  senate — declaring  the  bank 
dangerous  to  Ihe  liberties  of  the  country — a monster 
of  foreign  materials;  and  that  a better  currency 
could  be  given  by  the  local  banks,  without  the  dan- 
ger; and  that  the  senate  had  done  him  gross  injus- 
tice. The  appeal  was  sustained.  Nothing  was  re- 
collected but  his  splendid  and  successful  military 
career.  Several  of  the  stale  legislatures  were  filled 
by  his  partizans,  who  supported  his  opposition  to  the 
bank,  and  instructed  their  senators  to  expunge  the 
resolution  declaring  his  act  unconstitution  lor  re- 
moving the  deposites,  or  to  resign  their  seats  to  more 
unscrupulous  hands;  and  it  was  done.  Some  yield- 
ed to  the  servile  act,  in  defacing  the  journals  of  the 
senate;  and  others,  through  a cherished  though  mis- 
taken abstraction,  abandoned  their  posts;  which  has 
impaired,  and,  if  continued,  will  destroy  the  most 
stable  and  valuable  part  of  our  constitution,  and,  in 
all  probability,  the  government  itself. 

The  house  of  representatives  could  not  but  feel 
the  influence  of  the  will  of  the  people  concentrated 
in  the  executive.  His  power  was  tremendousenough 
to  intoxicate  the  brain  of  a less  philosophical  chief. 
The  fate  of  the  bank  was  decided.  The  deposites 
were  retained  in  the  local  banks,  and  recommended 
to  be  loaned  out.  Banks  increased  rapidly,  and  dis- 
counted freely.  The  disbursements  of  the  govern- 
ment increased  some  fifty  per  cent,  or  about  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  annually.  Property  and  labor  of 
all  kinds  rose  in  price.  Public  works  were  com- 
menced, andsome  completed,  of  vast  magnitude;  and 
general  prosperity  reigned,  not'only  in  this  country 
but  in  Europe.  Up  to  1834,  under  the  operations 
of  the  “bill  of  abominations,”  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  mostly  due  to  Europeans,  filled  that 
country  with  money  seeking  investments;  a great 
deal  of  which  was  taken  by  our  states,  banks,  rail 
roads,  canals  and  manufacturing  companies,  and  re- 
turned to  this  country  at  a rate  of  interest  higher 
than  had  been  given  by  the  government.  Whether 
designed  or  not,  this  command  and  disbursement  of 
large  amounts  of  money,  completely,  at  the  time, 
covered  the  consequences  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  gave  to  the  country 
a hollow  and  fictitious  prosperity. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  increase  of  expendi- 
tures, some  forty  millions  of  surplus  had  accumulat- 
ed in  the  vaults  of  the  local  banks.  Upon  a previous 
occasion,  the  president  had  advised  a distribution; 
and  after  a fierce  struggle  in  congress,  an  act  was 
passed  directing  it  to  be  deposited  with  the  states; 
and  although  his  views  had  subsequently  undergone 
a change,  he  reluctantly  approved  the  measure. 

Foreign  capitalists,  used  to  wars  and  convulsions, 
watched  the  operations  of  our  government  with  a 
vision  true  to  their  interests;  and,  taking  alarm  at 
the  attack  . of  the  president  on  foreign  capita),  his  re- 
volutionary spirit  and  daring  usurpations,  withdrew 
their  funds,  in  time,  to  a place  of  safety.  The  banks 
commenced  curtailing,  to  meet  the  provisions  ofthe 
distribution  act.  But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  it 
could  not,  with  other  demands,  be  met;  and  a sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  ensued  throughout  the 
land.  A tremendous  and  frightful  revolution,  in 
every  branch  of  business  took  place;  and  eredit  and 
confidence  was  shaken  to  the  centre.  Money  be- 
came more  scarce  in  both  hemispheres;  it  seemed, 
indeed,  to  have  vanished.  Interest  rose,  and  with 
difficulty  negotiations  could  be  effected  on  any  terms. 
Instead  of  coolly  invesligating  the  causes,  and  ap- 
plying such  relief  as  his  elevated  and  powerful  posi- 
tion might  command,  to  save  thousands  from  ruin 
and  distress,  the  president  denounced  the  local  banks 
as  worthless  and  faithless — pursued  them  with  an  ini 
veterate  rancour — and  turned  upon  them  the  full  (ids 


*From  Frederick  and  Baltimore  counties. 
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of  public  indignation — made  them  the  stalking  horse 
of  the  demagogue — robbed  them  of  the  people’s  con- 
fidence and  paralyzed  all  their  useful  energies.  Bui, 
by  his  own  act,  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys, 
the  banks  had  been  stimulated  to  wild  expansion — 
they  were  for  the  most  part,  controlled  by  his  own 
political  friends,  and  were  the  creatures  of  his  de- 
voted states. 

In  the  treasury  circular,  the  president  added  ano- 
ther link  to  the  already  lengthened  chain  of  execu- 
tive usurpation.  This  circular  required  specie  only 
to  be  received  at  the  land  offices,  which  checked 
sales,  ant,  by  further  alarming  the  capitalists,  added 
another  blow  to  the  already  sinking  credit  of  the 
banks.  Congress  ventured  on  a vote  of  disapproba- 
tion, br  a large  majoiity  in  both  houses,  repealing 
the  orier.  But  the  president  placed  it  in  his  pocket, 
and  tlus  defeated  it. 

Tte  president’s  popularity  was  yet  so  powerful  as 
to  cotribute  very  largely  to  the  election  of  his  suc- 
cessor, the  present  incumbent,  w hose  other  claims 
on  te  confidence  and  affection  of  the  American  peo- 
ple vere  certainly  questionable.  He  promised,  how- 
ev<i  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  pre- 
decssor,  and  declared  that  it  was  glory  enough  to 
ha«  served  under  such  a chief;  and  the  people  were 
satfied. 

.'he  present  incumbent  came  into  power  at  a pe- 
ri! most  unfortunate  for  himself  and  for  the  coun- 
tt.  A reaction,  as  we  have  shown,  had  cornmenc- 
e— in  a bloated  and  boasted  prosperity;  and  he  had 
pdged  himself  to  the  course  best  calculated  to  urge 
i»n.  He  had,  in  his  zeal  to  support  the  views  of 
li  predecessor,  denounced  a bank  of  the  United 
Sites  as  unconstitutional,  and  cut  off  all  relief  from 
at  quarter.  The  local  banks  have  been  denounced 
mnworthy  ol  public  confidence;  and  he  sunk  them 
t lower  by  concurring  in  their  condemnation.  The 
iaira  of  the  country  had  become  desperate — money 
arce,  and  bank  notes  depreciated — the  prices  of 
operty  and  labor  tumbling  down — improvements 
ispended — and  bankruptcies  numerous.  Indeed  so 
oomy  were  the  affairs  of  the  country,  that  the  pre- 
dent convened  an  extra  session  of  congress,  to  de- 
ise  means  of  relief;  to  whom  he  gravely  recom- 
lended  the  withdral  of  the  public  money  from 
heir  former  places  of  deposite,  and  to  lock  them  up 
n safes  and  vaults,  as  the  remedy. 

As  a part  of  his  argument  for  a sub-treasury,  he 
lecried  institutions  which  had  been  used,  from  the 
establishment  of  the  government,  as  depositories; 
and  which,  in  times  of  emergency,  responded  patri- 
otically to  the  calls  of  government;  and  which  had 
aided  the  great  interests  of  this  country  to  enter  ho- 
norably the  lists  of  competition,  in  all  necessary  and 
valuable  works  of  improvement,  with  those  ol  the 
old  world.  At  the  first  moment  of  difficulty,  they 
are  condemned  as  unworthy  of  public  confidence, 
and  even  dangerous  to  liberty.  Again,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1837- ’38,  this  sub  treasury  is  pressed  on  the 
consideration  of  congress,  as  the  grand  panacea  of 
all  our  woes. 

Congress  was  composed  of  a majority  ofhis  fripnds, 
and  it  is  quite  immaterial  whether  they  considered 
his  project  incompetent  for  the  crisis,  defective  in 
principle,  or  nerveless  in  expediency — it  was  re- 
jected. 

The  president  now  seemed  to  take  the  matter  se- 
riously to  heart.  The  only  measure  he  had  concoct- 
ed, by  the  aid  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  must 
not  be  treated  so  lightly.  His  forces  are  marshalled 
anew — the  unfaithful  discharged,  and  more  supple 
tools  put  in  their  places.  They  open  their  battery 
on  the  dead  bank.  The  dying  and  living  banks  they 
represent  them  as  the  hydra-headed  monster,  against 
which  the  former  president  had  to  exeit  his  Hercu- 
lean strength  to  keep  in  check.  Corporations  of  all 
kinds  were  declared  dangerous  to  liberty,  to  the  poor 
and  to  democracy.  Congress  convenes,  and  the  pre- 
sident draws  a strong  and  vivid  picture  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  country,  and  again  recommends  the 
locking  up  of  the  public  money  in  safes  and  vaults, 
as  the  means  of  relief.  This  doubtless  was  pro  for- 
ma, as  he  had  no  money  in  the  treasury  to  be  locked 
up.  The  fact  that  he  has  had  to  issue,  from  time  to 
lime,  treasury  notes,  shows  how  preposterous  it  is 
to  expect  relief  at  present,  at  least,  from  a scheme 
on  which  the  government  is  destitute  of  the  mate- 
rials to  operate. 

To  make  this  sub  treasury  scheme  a law,  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  has  been  disfranchised — her  legal 
and  official  attestations  trampled  under  foot — her 
sovereignty  violated — her  rights  disregarded  and  in- 
sulted, by  the  friends  of  the  present  administration 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  by  refusing  seats  in 
theii  body  to  persons  regularly  commissioned  under 
her  authority,  and  clothed  with  all  the  attributes  of 
her  sovereignty.  By  this  act,  every  state  in  the 
union  has  received  a blow  which  should  not  be  dis- 
regarded. By  the  request  of  the  governor  of  New 


Jersey,  I herewith  submit  the  resolutions  of  her  as- 
sembly on  this  subject,  marked  A. 

While  the  rights  of  New  Jersey  were  being  dese- 
crated in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  senate 
was  engaged  in  passing  a resolution,  gratuitously 
refusing  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  states,  alike  in- 
sulting to  their  feelings  and  injurious  to  their  cha- 
racter. If,  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship 
and  distress,  a state  were  to  petition  congress  to  as- 
sume her  duties,  and  congress  were  to  do  so,  it 
would  not  differ  in  principle  from  assistance  granted 
to  an  ally  in  distress  by  war,  or  to  the  relief  afforded 
Caracas  suffering  from  the  effects  of  an  earthquake, 
or  to  New  York  when  almost  devastated  by  fire. — 
At  all  events,  a state  would  be  entitled  to  a respect- 
ful attention  and  friendly  consideration,  but  to  re- 
fuse without  being  asked,  is  marked  with  the  gross- 
est impropriety  and  injustice.  The  senate  knew 
that  many  of  the  states  were  engaged  in  improve- 
ments of  great  importance,  and  depended  on  nego- 
tiating loans  in  Europe  to  complete  them,  and  re- 
quiring unimpaired  credit  for  advantageous  success; 
which  was  necessarily  injured  by  that  action  of  the 
senate,  and  the  works  most  probably  defeated. 

It  is  true  that  North  Carolina  has  no  public  debt; 
but  it  is  not  the  less  injurious  and  insulting  to  her 
character,  to  be  told  by  her  servants,  (who  are  pre- 
sumed to  know-),  in  the  senate  chamber,  that  she  is 
unworthy  of  credit;  and  such  a declaiation  by  the 
senate,  when  seen  in  distant  parts  of  the  world, 
where  negotiations  for  money  are  sought,  must  be 
injurious  to  her  credit,  and  probably  would  have 
defeated  her  object,  if  she  had  attempted  to  procure 
the  loan  contemplated  bv  the  act  of  your  last  session. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I have  shown  you  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  national  bank,  in  total  disregard  of  the 
wish  of  congress  and  the  mercantile  and  commercial 
parts  of  the  nation;  the  violation  of  law  and  contract 
in  the  removal  of  the  public  treasure  from  the  place 
where  the  representatives  of  the  country  directed, 
under  a false  allegation;  the  issuing  a specie  circu- 
lar, at  the  executive  will,  and  the  continuing  its 
operation  after  congress  had  condemned  it;  placing 
the  public  money  in  favorite  local  banks,  and  urging 
them  to  use  it  in  expandiugdiscounts— and,  because 
they  could  not  return  it  when  called  for,  denouncing 
and  persecuting  them;  the  outrage  upon  the  sove- 
reignty of  New  Jersey;  the  gross  and  gratuitous  in- 
sult upon  the  character  and  credit  of  all  the  states; 
were  enough,  surely,  without  referring  to  the  opera- 
tions of  trade,  or  the  abuse  of  the  banking  privilege, 
to  alarm  capitalists  as  to  the  stability  and  integrity 
of  our  institutions— to  banish  money  and  destroy 
credit — in  fine,  to  produce  the  terrible  pecuniary  re- 
vulsion which  has  shaken  our  country  to  its  centre, 
bringing  ruin  and  distress  on  thousands.  And  the 
sub-treasury  remedy,  gentlemen,  for  diseases  like 
these!  Surely  the  Sangrado  theory  never  has  been 
so  graphically  illustrated.  The  weakness  and  ina- 
dequacy of  the  proposed  remedy  is,  indeed,  like 
sporting  with  our  wrongs  and  sufferings. 

What  good  can  result  from  the  withdrawal  of  all 
governmental  connexion — all  its  fiscal  operations, 
from  the  banks,  and  leaving  the  states  to  regulate 
the  currency  among  themselves  as  they  best  may? 
It  is  like  separating  the  head  from  the  body,  and  ex- 
pecting their  joint  functions  to  be  continued.  The 
president  says  that  the  banks  form  a chain  of  depen- 
dence from  one  end  of  our  country  to  the  other,  and 
that  it  “reaches  across  the  ocean  and  ends  in  Lon- 
don, (he  centre  of  the  credit  system;”  and  with  this 
chain  of  dependence,  of  mighty  magnitude,  he  will 
have  nothing  to  do,  but  leave  us  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  the  English,  to  regulate  our  currency  and 
credit,  perfectly  indifferent  to  our  fate,  so  that  the 
government  and  its  officers  get  their  dues  in  gold 
and  silver. 

The  president  certainly  looks  to  a total  destruction 
of  all  banks  when  he  says,  “it  is  moreover  a princi- 
ple, than  which  none  is  better  settled  by  experience, 
that  the  supply  of  the  precious  metals  will  always  be 
found  adequate  to  the  uses  for  which  they  are  re- 
quired. They  abound  in  countries  where  no  other 
currency  is  allowed.”  Like  the  fabled  appearance 
of  men  in  Rhoderick  Dhu,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
will,  and  we  shall  have  a plenty  of  specie,  which 
seems  to  bi  so  dear  to  his  feelings.  He  overlooks, 
or  forgets  entirely,  the  sacrifices  to  which  we  must 
submit  to  obtain  it  in  competition  with  those  coun- 
tries where  it  is  now  held.  It  will  be  first  necessary 
to  make  the  balance  of  trade  preponderate  in  our  fa- 
vor in  order  to  effect  this,  (the  aid  of  bank  credit 
and  our  hitherto  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  hav- 
ing been  dispensed  with).  We  must  submit  to  the 
European  and  Asiatic  prices  of  labor,  their  rigid 
economy,  their  grinding  slavish  habits  of  toil,  belore 
we  can  successfully  compete  with  them  in  trade, 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  or  produce  a balance 
in  our  favor  to  be  discharged  in  coin.  To  expect  a 
permanence  ol  -the  precious  metals  from  a forced 


and  unnatural  importation,  would  be  about  as  ra- 
tional as  to  attempt  a suspension  of  the  laws  of  gra- 
vitation. 

The  president  says,  “in  a country  so  commercial 
as  ours,  banks  in  some  form  will  probably  always 
exist,”  and  thinks  the  sub-treasury  will  deprive 
them  of  the  character  of  monopolies,  and  be  a salu- 
tary regulator,  and  keep  them  in  check.  In  this 
expectation  of  the  continuance  of  banks,  he  may  be 
sincere;  but  the  recent  destruction  of  these  institu- 
tions in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shows  very  con- 
clusively the  wish  and  intention  ofhis  party.  The 
collection  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  dues  of  the  U. 
States,  may  have  some  influence  on  the  banks  in  the 
large  cities,  where  large  disbursements  are  made; 
and  where  the  balance  of  trade  concentrates,  they 
will  no  doubt  be  least  injured  and  enabled  to  exist; 
and  on  New  York  he  must  have  had  his  attention 
fixed,  when  he  made  this  assertion  as  to  the  proba- 
ble existence  of  banks;  but  to  remote  places,  agri- 
cultural and  interior  states,  what  other  than  a dele- 
terious influence  can  it  have,  whence  the  specie  must 
be  drained  constantly  in  payment  of  the  dues  to  the 
United  States,  without  any  probability  of  an  invigo- 
rating reflux. 

It  is  due  to  the  state,  and  necessary  to  a restora- 
tion of  our  happy,  prosperous  and  honorable  condi- 
tion, as  far  as  is  in  our  power,  to  mark  with  unquali- 
fied reprobation,  this  infringement  on  the  rights  and 
credit  of  the  states — this  war  on  the  institutions  and 
capital  of  the  country.  For  when  the  accumulation 
of  wealth  is  the  result  of  industry,  economy  and 
skill,  is  certainly  honorable  to  the  owner,  and  whe- 
ther it  consists  in  lands,  chattels  or  stock,  is  unques- 
tionably entitled  to  the  stern  protection  of  the  law; 
and  the  person,  it  matters  not  what  his  standing  or 
position  in  society,  who  indulges  in  the  practice  of 
misrepresenting  and  detracting  trorn  the  value  of 
either,  deserves  its  severest  lash.  Let  us  put  the 
seal  of  reprobation  on  the  unfaithful  officer  who  vio- 
lates the  constitution  in  letter  or  spirit.  Let  us  in- 
form the  president  that  we  consider  the  purposes  of 
government  to  mean  something  more  important,  as 
the  regulator  of  “trade  arid  commerce  with  the 
states,”  than  merely  picking  out  the  gold  and  silver 
from  the  currency,  in  discharge  of  the  public  dues, 
to  pay  out  to  the  officers.  That  the  currency  of  the 
country,  no  matter  of  what  it  consists,  must  be  the 
medium  of  exchange,  and  is  as  essential  to  “trade 
and  commerce  with  the  states,”  as  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  is  to  the  animal  existence,  and  as  necessa- 
ry to  a healthy  state  to  be  regulated  by  a central 
power,  as  the  other  is  to  flow’  from  the  heart.  Gold 
and  silver  are  tests  of  the  value  of  the  currency,  be 
it  what  it  may,  and  if  so  applied,  are  valuable;  but 
their  intrinsic  value  is  of  small  consideration,  com- 
pared to  the  advantages  of  bank  notes,  checks  and 
bills  of  exchange,  as  a medium  of  exchange.  What 
power  should  apply  this  regulator?  Certainly  the 
United  States,  for  none  other  can. 

Counsellors.  The  following  gentlemen  were,  on 
Friday,  elected  counsellors  of  state:  Messrs.  John 
A.  Anderson,  of  Hertford;  Willie  Perry,  of  Frank- 
lin; Thomas  McGehee,  of  Person;  Johnson  Bnsbee, 
of  Wake;  Isaac  T.  Avery,  of  Cumberland;  James 
P.  Leak,  of  Richmond;  and  Allen  Goodwin,  of 
Chatham. 

French  spoliations.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
have  adopted  resolutions  recommending  their  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  congress  to  vote  for  the 
bill  to  pay  the  spoliations  by  the  French  previous 
to  1800. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Census.  The  total  population  of  South  Carolina, 
according  to  the  last  census,  is  504,439,  showing  an 
increase  of  10  percent,  during  the  last  ten, years. 

GEORGIA. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourned  on  Satur- 
day week.  A list  of  the  acts  which  had  received 
the  approbation  of  the  governor  of  the  state  up  to 
noon  of  Monday  following  (186  in  number)  is  gi- 
ven in  the  Milfedgeville  Recorder  of  December  29. 
The  recorder  adds  that  eight  bills  had  not  received 
(and  probably  would  not  receive)  the  sanction  of 
executive  approval.  Among  them  were  the  qua- 
rantine bill  in  reference  to  the  state  of  Maine,  (in- 
tended as  a set  off  to  the  refusal  by  the  state  of  Maine 
to  deliver  up  certain  alledged  fugitives  from  justice 
in  Georgia),  the  Sumter  county  precinct  bill,  and 
the  bill  for  repealing  the  act  against  carrying  dead- 
ly weapons.  [Nnl.  hit. 

ALABAMA. 

Banks.  A letter  from  Tuscaloosa  in  the  Mobile 
Chronicle,  notices  the  following  as  among  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislature  of  that  state: 

“A  bill  was  received  from  the  senate  authorising 
the  banks  in  this  state  to  purchase  property  under 
mortgage  or  deed  of  trust  to  the  bank,  when  expos- 
ed for  sale — provided  that  the  bank  shall  in  no  case 
bid  higher  than  the  amount  of  the  debt  which  the 
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property  is  intended  to  secure  to  the  bank.  Ano- 
ther bill  is  before  the  senate,  and  has  been  ordered 
to  a third  reading,  empowering  the  several  boards 
of  directors  to  compound  and  compromise  with  debt- 
ors, take  property,  &c.  at  the  discretion  of  the  di- 
rectory. The  bill  also  provides  for  the  appointment 
of  bank  marshals  in  the  several  counties  ot  this 
state.  It  is  the  most  important  measure  of  the  ses- 
sion, in  my  humble  opinion;  and  one  indispensably 
called  for  by  the  exegency  of  the  times,  and  the 
condition  of  the  banks.  It  will  certainly  pass  the 
senate,  as  it  has  already  been  ordered  to  a third 
reading  (a  test  question)  by  a decided  majority. — 
I think  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  passage  also  in  the 
house,  without  any  material  alteration  or  amend- 
ment.” 

Insurrection.  The  Mobile  Journal  says,  there  have 
been  sundry  rumors  in  town  for  some  days  of  an  in- 
tended insurrection,  in  Sumpter  county,  wdtich  has 
been  detected  and  suppressed.  Other  counties  were 
mentioned  as  the  scenes  of  like  events,  among  which 
we  name  Montgomery  and  Clarke.  The  causes  for 
apprehending  a servile  rising  are  stated  to  have  been 
many,  but  the  principal  among  them  was  the  state- 
ment of  a Choctaw  Indian  named  Henry,  implicat- 
ing a Choctaw  chief,  “Tittle  Header, ” as  having 
projected  a rising  of  the  negroes  and  Indians  against 
the  whites,  and  confessing  himself  to  have  been  em- 
ployed as  an  agent.  The  Indians,  chief  and  many 
slaves  were  consequently  arrested,  and  the  country 
put  into  a state  of  military  defence.  The  arrest 
amounted  to  twenty  or  thirty.  The  examination 
of  these  parties  occupied  several  days,  when  the 
Indians  were  discharged — no  evidence  appearing 
against  them. 

We  copy  the  subjoined  paragraph  from  one  of  the 
Alabama  newspapers,  been  a confirmation  of  a re- 
port which  we  had  seen  before,  but  which,  from  its 
apparent  improbability  we  at  first  rejected  as  un- 
true. If  it  be  true,  there  was  certainly  very  extra- 
ordinary negligence  on  the  part  of  the  electors,  who, 
if  peichance  ignorant  of  the  express  requisitions  of 
the  constitution,  ought  at  least,  after  travelling  to 
the  seat  of  government  to  give  their  votes,  to  have 
consulted,  in  their  proceedings,  the  injunctions  of 
the  instrument  from  which  they  derived  their  autho- 
rity to  vote  at  all.  We  can  scarcely  believe  the  re- 
port. We  yet  trust,  indeed,  that  the  report  is  all  a 
mistake,  rather  than  that  the  electors  of  the  state  of 
Alabama  should  have  made  such  a blunder  as  to 
vitiate  their  votes  by  their  manner  of  giving  them. 

[ Nat . Int. 

Electoral  vote  of  Alabama.  It  seems  that,  by  in- 
formality in  conducting  the  proceedings  in  the  elec- 
toral college  ot  this  state,  the  vote  of  Alabama  for 
president  and  vice  president  will  be  lost.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  provides  that  the  mode 
of  voting  in  the  electoral  colleges  for  president  and 
vice  president  shall  be  by  ballot — that  the  two  shall 
be  voted  for  by  distinct  ballots — and  that  these  facts 
shall  appear  on  the  face  of  the  certificate  of  elec- 
tion. According  to  the  order  of  proceeding  in  the 
electoral  college  of  this  state,  as  given  in  our  last 
paper,  from  the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  the  electors 
did  not  vote  by  ballot,  and  distinctly  for  each  officer, 
but  by  viva  voce — each  elector  rising  when  his  name 
was  called  and  responding  “Martin  Van  Buren,  of 
New  York,  for  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  for  vice  president.”  Of  course 
this  departure  from  the  plan  expressly  laid  down  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Uunited  States  will  as  effec- 
tually nullify-  and  abrogate  the  vote  of  the  state, 
when  the  certificates  come  to  be  opened  and  the 
ballots  counted  in  Washington,  as  would  the  adop- 
tion of  the  viva  voce  system  by  an  individual  in  our 
state  elections  destroy  his  vote.  It  was  a strange 
oversight  or  culpable  ignorance  in  the  electors  to 
conduct  the  proceedings  as  they  did,  but,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  great  difference  between  the 
votes  for  general  Harrison  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  one 
which  will  be  attended  by  no  worse  consequences 
than  the  loss  of  Alabama’s  seven  votes  to  Air.  Van 
Buren  and  his  party  in  this  state.  Had  the  two 
candidates,  however,  been  within  a few  votes  of 
each  other,  the  consequences  might  have  been  no 
less  than  the  success  of  a man  as  president,  with- 
out a majority  of  suffrages. 

[ Florence  (Ala.)  Enq.  Dec.  19. 

TENNESSEE. 

United  States  senator.  We  learn  from  the  Globe 
that  the  governor  of  Tennessee  has  appointed  the 
hon.  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  of  Maury  county,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  in  congress  occasioned  by  the  deaih 
of  Mr.  Grundy.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  a Van  Buren 
man. 

OHIO. 

Small  notes.  We  learn  that  the  resolution  repeal- 
ing the  act  which  prohibits  the  Ohio  banks  from  is- 
suing small  notes,  has  passed  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  and  only  requires  the  sig- 
nature of  the  governor  to  become  a law. 


INDIANA. 

Governor  Wallace’s  message.  We  are  indebted  to 
an  intelligent  correspondent  for  the  following  notice 
of  the  message  of  the  governor  to  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Indiana.  [Nat.  Intel. 

I have  been  favored  with  a copy  of  the  message 
of  governor  Wallace  to  the  present  geneial  assem- 
bly of  Indiana.  I have  carefully  perused  it,  and 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction.  He  touches  with  sin- 
gular ability  the  various  subjects  worthy  of  legisla- 
tive action.  His  recommendations  evince  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  that  young 
and  growing  state,  and  are  marked  with  a provident 
and  comprehensive  forecast.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  depressed  condition  of  the  pecuniary  affairs  ol 
our  country  has  arrested  the  prosecution  of  those 
schemes  of  internal  improvement  in  almost  every 
portion  of  the  union  which,  a few  years  since,  were 
commenced  under  such  flattering  auspices.  Go- 
vernor Wallace  recommends  that  a few  of  the  lead- 
ing works,  which  have  been  partially  prosecuted, 
be  completed,  and  his  views  will  commend  them- 
selves to  the  judgment  of  every  unprejudiced  rea- 
der. He  recommends  a reduction  of  the  number 
of  senators  and  representatives  in  the  general  as- 
sembly. He  thinks  it  will  materially  lessen  the 
public  burdens,  while  a diminished  number  will 
discharge  all  the  duties  of  a deliberative  assembly 
writh  equal  efficiency.  I was  gratified  with  the 
view  ol  affairs  he  presents  in  the  following  passage: 

“Restricting  our  observations  to  the  narrower 
sphere  of  our  own  state,  we  find,  even  through  the 
surrounding  gloom  which  has  gathered  over  the  pe- 
cuniary condition  ot  our  citizens,  enough  to  claim 
our  most  fervent  acknowledgments  to  the  Giver  of 
all  good.  We  have  received  from  the  Divine  hand 
the  choicest  tokens  ol  its  lavor.  The  teeming  earth 
has  rewarded  the  tiller  of  its  soil.  No  desolating 
pestilence  has  invaded  our  limits,  and  filled  our 
homes  with  lamentation  and  wo.  The  reviving 
spirit  of  enterprise  has  awakened  to  its  labors,  and 
cheerful  industry  has  resumed  its  gainful  pursuits. 
The  means  of  education,  moral  improvement,  and 
religious  culture  have  been  extended  to  every  class, 
and  their  auspicious  effects  are  seen  as  well  in  the 
general  diffusion  of  intelligence  as  in  the  elevated 
character  of  the  people.  The  sovereignty  of  the 
laws  has  been  respected;  a jealous  observance  of 
the  public  peace  has  eminently  distinguished  the 
conduct  of  our  citizens;  lor,  although  we  have  just 
closed  one  of  the  most  heated  and  exciting  contests 
recorded  in  our  history,  yet  they  in  no  instance,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  have  permitted  riot 
to  disturb,  bloodshed  to  disgrace,  or  intemperance 
to  degrade  any  of  their  frequent  and  numerous  as- 
semblages.” 

Governor  Wallace  recommends  to  the  legislature 
the  propriety  of  adopting  resolutions  instructing  the 
senators  and  requesting  the  representatives  in  con- 
gress from  that  state  to  use  their  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a bill  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  states.  His 
views  are  worthy  of  consideration.  He  remarks  as 
follows: 

“With  a view  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  op- 
pressive taxation  which  we  see  otherwise  awaits 
them,  I,  on  a former  occasion,  urged  the  propriety 
of  claiming  our  distributive  share  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  The  singular  course 
pursued  by  some  of  the  distinguished  leaders  of  the 
present  administration  in  congress  renders  it  more 
imperative  than  ever  upon  the  states  to  contend  for 
the  strict  letter  of  their  rights.  I speak  at  least  for 
Indiana.  She  has  not  asked,  nor  has  she,  directly 
or  indirectly,  intimated  an  intention  of  asking,  the 
general  government  to  assume  the  payment  of  her 
debts,  nor,  to  my  knowledge,  have  any  of  the  states; 
yet  we  have  witnessed  a most  disreputable  effort, 
in  a certain  quaiter,  to  discredit  the  good  faith  and 
resources  of  the  states,  upor.  the  gratuitous  assump- 
tion that  there  was  an  intended  movement  on  their 
part  to  accomplish  that  purpose  thiough  the  agency 
of  the  national  legislature.  By  the  deeds  of  cession 
of  the  several  states,  and  especially  of  Virginia,  the 
ceded  lands  were  designed  as  a common  fund  for 
Ihe  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  states  then  admitted, 
or  that  might  afterwards  be  admitted,  into  the  union. 
The  general  government  was  created  a trustee,  with 
powers  and  duties  clearly  defined.  Its  authority 
over  the  national  domain  evidently  consists  in  faith- 
fully carrying  into  effect  the  beneficent  object  of  the 
ceding  states,  and  its  obligation  to  do  so  is  solemn 
and  imposing.  From  1832  to  September  the  30th, 
183S,  the  fund  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  amounted  to  $63,443,308,  and  the  sales  since 
made  have  largely  increased  it.  Have  we  not,  there- 
fore, a right  to  demand  of  this  trustee  our  share  of 
the  hind,  and  especially  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
has  accrued  since  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt? 
According  to  the  distributive  principle  of  Mr. 
Clay’s  land  bill,  Indiana  would  be  entitled  to  about 


$3,000,000.  The  fate  of  that  bill  is  known  to  the 
nation  and  is  a subject  of  poignant  regret.  Con- 
gress having,  by  appropriate  legislation,  given  ut- 
terance to  the  public  will,  in  the  only  form  in  w hich 
it  could  be  authentically  expressed,  that  will  was 
contemned  and  defeated  by  the  arbitrary  and  un- 
precedented action  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government.  The  aggravated  injustice  of  that  act 
of  the  late  president  is  equalled  only  by  the  pre- 
sumptuous insolence  of  the  friends  of  the  present 
executive  in  congress,  in  impeaching  the  honor  of 
the  sovereign  states  which  form  our  glorious  anion, 
and  denouncing  them  as  bankrupts  in  fortune  and 
in  fame.  We  are  cheered,  however,  by  the  auspi- 
cious promise  of  the  future — by  the  hope  thit  the 
constitutional  limitations  of  the  government  w 11  be 
respected,  whilst  its  powers  are  exercised  wisely 
for  the  good  ol  the  w hole  people,  and  that  the  ;ub- 
lic  will,  the  only  legitimate  foundation  of  repubican 
institutions,  will  be  obeyed  by  the  public  servnt. 

I beg  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  instructng 
our  senators  and  requesting  our  representativesin 
congress  to  demand,  as  a matter  of  right  on  the  pit 
of  Indiana,  her  distributive  share  of  the  proceedsif 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  With  those  fundsit 
your  disposal,  you  can  exempt  the  people  in  a mt- 
sure  from  taxation,  promote  the  cause  of  educatio, 
prosecute  our  system  of  internal  improvement,  art 
greatly  increase  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  tfc 
state.” 

The  governor  makes  the  following  pointed  ob 
servations  in  relation  to  the  legislation  of  congres 
over  the  District  of  Columbia: 

“It  affords  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  re 
quest  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Wash 
ington  and  the  county  of  Alexandria,  by  presentini 
to  you  a copy  of  the  address  of  their  delegates  i; 
convention  assembled,  to  the  people  of  the  Unitec 
States  and  to  their  several  legislatures.  No  ade- 
quate motive  can  be  assigned  for  the  extraordinary 
legislation  which  forms  the  ground  of  complaint, 
other  than  the  fixed  determination  of  the  majority 
in  congress  to  punish  the  frank  and  unreserved  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the 
District.  This  insufferable  breach  of  justice  and 
good  faith,  perpetrated  to  the  selected  guardians  of 
the  nation’s  honor  and  the  people’s  constitution, 
should  create  a sensation  reaching  to  the  remotest 
limits  of  our  wide  spead  country.  It  is  in  keeping 
with  the  conduct  of  those  who  disfranchised  a so- 
vereign state,  and  trampled  under  foot  the  right  of 
the  people  to  select  their  representatives,  with  a 
view  of  carrying  into  effect  the  repudiated  policy 
of  their  chief.  With  such,  right  and  might  are  sy- 
nonymous terms.  The  withdrawal  of  the  charter 
of  Ihe  banks  was  done  professedly  to  carry  out  the 
policy  of  government  in  reference  to  the  currency. 
So  wide  is  the  variation,  however,  between  the  pro- 
fession and  the  practice  of  the  men  who  laid  their 
ruthless  bands  upon  those  institutions,  that  it  is  in 
vain  to  seek  in  that  pretext  for  the  motive  that  led 
to  the  destruction  of  the  fiscal  agencies  deemed  ne- 
cessary in  the  District  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce and  industry.  The  change  in  its  municipal 
charter,  relative  to  the  elective  franchise,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  was  an  inde- 
fensible exercise  of  power. 

“It  is  of  incalculable  importance  to  every  com- 
munity that  the  safeguards  and  peculiar  institutions 
which  it  deems  necessary  to  the  efficient  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace,  good  order  and  safety  of  society 
should  be  preserved  inviolate.  The  District  having 
no  representative,  congress  should  exert  a protect- 
ing care  over  her  interests,  and  faithfully  reflect  her 
views  in  relation  to  her  own  domestic  polity.  An 
enlightened  nation  will  not  silently  acquiesce  in  the 
asserted  right  of  congress  to  make  experiments 
upon  the  District,  and  to  tamper  with  her  most 
precious  interests,  against  the  known  and  express- 
ed will  of  her  people.  Referring  you  to  the  mas- 
terly and  eloquent  address  for  detailed  information, 
permit  me  to  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing such  resolutions  as  the  scene  of  justice  and  the 
promptings  of  sympathy  may  suggest.” 

ILLINOIS. 

Capitol.  The  house  ot  representatives  of  Illinois 
has  passed  a resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  all  laws  providing  for  the  removal  of 
the  seat  of  government  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield, 
and  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment back  to  Vandalia  until  the  state  debt  is  paid; 
and  that  they  report  by  hill  or  otherwise.  Upon 
this  a writer  from  Springfield  remarks:  The  object 
of  it  is  to  cut  off  all  further  appropriations  to  com- 
plete the  state  house  until  the  state  debt  is  paid, 
which  cannot  possibly  be  done  for  the  next  forty 
years,  even  if  we  had  the  means,  as  the  bonds  will 
not  mature  for  that  length  of  time  and  upwards; 
and  yet  il  this  economical  representative  from  Bond 
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can  succeed  in  his  plan,  the  state  house,  upon  which 
over  200,000  has  been  expended,  would  remain  un- 
finished, and  suffered  to  go  to  ruin,  as  another  evi- 
dence of  the  instability,  folly  and  uncertainty  of 
Illinois  legislation. 

We  published  yesterday  a letter  from  Springfield, 
Illinois,  giving  an  account  of  the  rejection  by  the 
legislature  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  state  debt.  The  Louisville  Jour- 
nal received  yesterday,  says: 

“We  now  learn  Irorn  a gentleman  direct  from 
Springfield,  that  afterwards,  on  Monday  the  14th,  a 
resolution  passed  the  house,  and  subsequently  the 
senate,  providing  for  the  hypothecation,  in  New 
York,  ol  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $300,000  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  due  in  January.  The  fund 
commissioner  was  to  proceed  forthwith  to  New 
York  to  arrange  the  matter.  The  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  a general  arrangement  for  meeting  the  state 
liabilities  are,  that  the  loco  focos  desire  to  exclude 
from  such  arrangement  all  bonds, even  in  the  hands 
of  innocent  holders,  where  the  consideration  for 
them  has  not  actually  been  received  by  the  state; 
and  that  they  are  not  willing  to  pledge  the  resources 
ol  the  state  to  meet  the  interest  of  the  bonds  issued 
and  to  be  issued.” 

MISSOURI. 

The  St.  Louis  Evening  Gazette  gives  the  annex- 
ed abstract  of  the  message  of  governor  Boggs,  sub- 
mitted to  the  legislature  of  that  state  at  the  opening 
of  its  present  session. 

It  will  be  seen  that  (he  governor  sets  his  face 
against  most  of  the  projected  improvements.  The 
Iron  Mountain  rail  road;  making  slack  water  in  the 
Maranec;  making  a canal  from  the  Maranec;  slack- 
ing the  water  in  Salt  river;  would  all  do  some  good, 
but  then  they  cost  too  much  money.  The  Osage 
river  and  Grand  river  however  are  exceptions; 
and  so  Ihe  friends  of  internal  improvement,  rather 
than  get  no  bread,  must  content  themselves  with  half 
a loaf. 

The  state  it  will  be  seen  is  not  much  in  debt,  and 
has  got  a surplus  in  the  treasury. 

The  currency  bill  of  the  last  legislature  is  aban- 
doned by  governor  Boggs,  who  thinks  it  right 
enough  to  let  the  people  swap  big  dogs  lor  puppies, 
in  their  private  transactions,  and  not  to  be  troub- 
ling a man  with  legislative  pains  and  penalties, 
because  he  is  willing  to  take,  lor  example,  dried 
leaves  for  smoked  bam;  both  parties  having  their  eyes 
open. 

He  says  that  since  the  settlement  of  difficulties  and 
agreement  upon  a “truce”  between  the  council  of 
Iowa  and  the  county  court  of  Clark  county,  of  which 
however  he  did  not  approve,  there  has  been  no  dis- 
turbance on  that  frontier.  He  urges  that  Missouri 
should  insist  upon  the  boundary  she  has  been  con- 
tending for  and  go  before  congress  with  a memorial 
to  that  effect. 

The  state  university  will  next  year  be  opened  for 
pupils. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  may  be  expected 
to  report.  Meanwhile  the  governor  recommends 
that  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  16th  sec- 
tions be  deposited  in  Ihe  state  bank  lor  the  benefit 
of  the  several  townships  interested.  The  governor 
thinks  that  the  money  will  be  safer  there  than  in 
the  several  counties,  and  we  agree  with  him.  The 
whole  amount  of  this  fund  is  supposed  to  exceeed 
$300,000. 

The  anti-Mormon  forces  have  received  in  pay- 
ment for  their  services  only  a hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars or  one-half  the  amount  appropriated.  This  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  money  could  not  be  bor- 
rowed. 

The  state  has  got  a bad  name,  says  the  governor, 
by  reason  of  the  Mormon  difficulty;  and  the  governor 
wishes  the  evidence  in  the  case  published  so  as  to 
retrieve  her  reputation.  For  our  part,  we  think  gov. 
Boggs,  by  his  indiscreet  management  of  that  altair, 
has  contributed  to  the  very  evil  of  which  he  com- 
plains. But  we  doubt  not  the  world  at  large  can  dis- 
criminate between  a gang  ol  marauders  and  the  good 
people  of  this  stale. 

FLORIDA. 

Late  Indian  news.  The  steamer  St.  Mathews, 
capt.  Van  Vechten,  arrived  at  St.  Marks  on  Friday 
last,  after  a short  passage  from  Tampa  Bay. 

Captain  Van  Vechten  brings  letters  of  a recent 
date  from  the  U.  S.  officers  in  that  neighborhood, 
which  together  with  the  verbal  information  brought, 
are  of  a very  gratifying  character.  It  is  the  pre- 
vailing impression  of  all  at  Tampa  Bay,  that  the 
Indians  are  anxious  for  peace;  and  although  they 
are  crafty  and  treacherous  themselves,  and  suspici- 
ous of  craft  and  treachery  from  others,  yet  that  they 
are  heartily  tired  of  the  war,  and  that  means  will  be 
found  to  produce  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to 
them  and  the  whites.  We  hope  it  may  turn  out  so. 

Tiger  Tail,  with  his  warriors,  was  still  at  Fort 
No.  4,  and  lively  hopes  were  entertained  by  officers 


and  men,  that  our  Indian  difficulties  might  soon  be 
closed.  [Tallahassee  Star,  Dec.  22. 

We  learn  from  Jacksonville  that  several  families 
have  been  murdered  in  Columbia  county,  within  a 
few  days,  and  great  consternation  exists  among  the 
inhabitants. 

Orange  crop.  The  St.  Augustine  Herald  contra- 
dicts the  report  that  the  orange  crop  of  Florida 
would  yield  an  increase  of  $20,000  this  year  over 
last;  and  add3,the  largest  crop  ever  known  here  was 
two  millions  of  oranges,  which  at  75  cents  per  hun- 
dred would  amount  to  $15,000.  In  1835,  all  the 
trees  were  destroyed,  and  the  young  trees  have  pro- 
duced somewhere  towards  100,000  oranges,  worth 
about  $1,000 — that’s  all. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  30.  The  bill  to  establish  a board  of 
commissioners  to  examine  and  decide  upon  claims 
against  the  United  States  was  taken  up;  and,  hav- 
ing been  read  a third  time,  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  assailed  the  measure  as 
one  of  the  most  perniciouscharacter.  He  had,  how- 
ever, often  expressed  his  views  on  the  subject;  and 
now  only  desired  to  record  his  vote  against  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  He  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

M r.  Mangum  had  an  earnest  desire  to  give  a more 
careful  examination  to  the  measure.  It  went  to 
change  the  fundamental  policy  of  the  government  in 
regard  to  claims  against  the  United  States;  and  he 
hoped  the  senate  would  consent  to  let  the  bill  lie  on 
the  table  for  a short  time,  so  that  the  members  who 
have  only  recently  taken  their  seats  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it. 

Mr.  Hubbard  expressed  his  assent  to  the  propo- 
sition; but  urged  the  necessity  of  early  and  favora- 
ble action  on  the  bill.  If  it  should  be  passed  as  it 
had  been  reported,  it  would  greatly  relieve  the  bu- 
siness of  congress. 

Mr.  Henderson  objected  to  the  bill  on  the  general 
grounds  of  its  conferring  loo  large  a discretion  upon 
the  board,  and  as  not  being  well  calculated  to  effect 
any  benefit  to  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Linn  made  an  earnest  and  animated  appeal 
to  the  senate,  in  favor  of  the  measure.  He  was 
surprised  that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  in 
opposing  it,  had  not  presented  some  substitute;  for 
certainly  the  system  now  pursued  by  congress  in 
reference  to  these  claims  was  as  bad  as  possible. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  land  bill  lie  had  intro- 
duced, would  be  a subslitute,  in  some  respects;  for 
it  would  rid  congress  of  the  largest  class  of  claims 
and  hand  them  over  to  the  states.  He  then  spoke 
strongly  against  the  bill,  as  bestowing  far  too  much 
discretion  and  power  on  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  he  had  heard  the  arguments  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  over  and  over  again 
every  session  since  the  bill  was  first  introduced;  and 
yet  the  bill  had  been  passed  three  times  by  the  se- 
nate. 

Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  assailed  the  bill  with 
great  vehemence.  He  regarded  it,  as  in  fact,  su- 
perseding every  department  of  the  government;  and 
if  it  should  pass,  congress  might  as  well  be  abolish- 
ed. It  would  be  only  a useless  body,  not  worth 
keeping  up. 

After  some  further  conversation,  in  which  Mr. 
Huntingdon  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  gene- 
ral wish  for  time  to  consider  the  character  of  the 
bill,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Ciitlenden,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  a bill  establishing  a uniform  bank- 
rupt system  throughout  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Crittenden  took  occasion  to  say  that  in  all 
important  features,  it  was  an  exact  copy  of  the  bill 
which  passed  the  senate  at  the  last  session.  There 
were  some  slight  alterations;  but  these  were  not 
material,  and  did  not  affect  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

On  motion  it  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  lo  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  piocure  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  service, 
was  finally  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  for  con- 
currence. The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  31.  The  vice  president  \a\A  before  the 
senate  a letter  from  the  war  department,  covering 
a report  of  the  chief  engineer  in  the  ordinance  de- 
partment, showing  the  most  eligible  situation  for 
fortifications  on  Lake  Champlain,  near  Lower  Ca- 
nada. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  the  president  of  the  Nor- 
ristown and  Valley  Forge  rail  road  company,  ask- 
ing for  an  extension  of  the  bonds  given  lor  payment 
of  duties  on  rail  road  iron. 


By  Mr.  Ruggles,  two  memorials,  each  signed  by 
forty  odd  individuals, citizens  of  Maine,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  repeal  of  the  fishing  bounty. 

Mr.  Pierce  asked  permission  to  employ  a clerk  to 
the  committee  on  pensions  on  the  ground  of  the 
onerous  duties  imposed,  and  the  necessity  that  ex- 
isted for  frequent  conference  with  the  departments. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  commerce 
reported  with  amendments,  the  bill  authorising  the 
erection  of  light  hou-es  and  light  boats,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  certain  buoys  and  beacon  lights. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
issuing  of  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration 
to  heirs  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  on  leave  introduced  a bill  to  autho- 
rise experiments  to  be  made  of  the  application  of 
steam  power  for  harbor  defence. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by- 
Mr.  Tallinndge,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  the  senate  a list  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  the  ttcasury 
department,  or  by  its  order,  between  the  28;h  of  Febru- 
ary, 1839,  and  the  4th  of  July  last,  and  also  since  the 
4th  day  of  July  last,  that  have  been  protested  for  non- 
payment, or  that  have  been  presented  for  payment 
and  not  paid  on  presentment,  or  that  remains  unpaid, 
exhibiting,  in  a tabular  form,  the  date  of  such  drafts; 
the  names  of  the  payees,  the  names  and  offire  of  the 
drawees,  and  the  place  where  payable,  the  time  when 
payable,  the  amount,  the  time  when  presented,  and  the 
time  when  protested. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken 
up;  and,  after  being  advocated  by  Mr.  Norvell  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Porter,  the  question  on  engrossment 
was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  when  there  appeared 
for  it  16,  against  it  22. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  revive 
and  continue  the  existence  of  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  with  a view  to  make  it  the  special 
order  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Benton  said  there  were  a great  many  other 
orders  set  for  that  day. 

Mr.  Tappun  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  any  hur- 
ry on  the  subject;  it  mattered  little  whether  the 
banks  were  chartered  or  not  this  session,  as  they 
still  continued  to  do  business  as  usual,  as  well  with- 
out their  charters  as  with  them. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  would  not  contradict  the  as- 
sertion of  the  senator  from  Ohio;  but,  he  must  say, 
that  his  information  was  very  different.  The 
banks  could  do  no  business — they  could  not  re- 
ceive a dollar  on  deposite,  even  from  a member  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Tappan  asked  if  the  senator  had  not  read  in 
the  newspapers  of  the  day  their  advertisements? 

Mr.  Merrick  said  those  advertisements  related  to 
matters  incident  to  the  privileges  granted  by  the  act 
of  the  last  session.  It  was  a matter  of  great  moment 
to  the  people  ot  this  District  that  this  matler  should 
be  speedily  disposed  ot.  Ever  since  Ihe  4th  of  July 
last,  the  inhabitants  of  this  District  have  been  de- 
prived, by  an  act  of  congress,  of  those  privileges 
that  were  extended  to  the  citizens  of  the  circumja- 
cent states.  Why  was  this?  Why  should  they 
not  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  inhabitants 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia?  He  hoped  that  justice 
at  least  would  be  extended.  The  object  he  had  in 
naming  Monday  for  its  discussion  was  w ith  a view 
to  obtain  an  early  action  on  the  subject,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  anxious  wishes  of  the  citizens. 

Mr.  Clay,  ot'  Alabama,  suggested  that  it  would  be 
better  to  fix  the  day  for  Thursday  next;  which  Mr. 
M.  having  acceded  to,  that  day  w as  fixed  for  the 
discussion. 

The  bill  lo  confirm  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the 
lands  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal  which  lies  between  the  mouth 
of  the  Tipppcanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  alter  a de- 
bate by  Mr.  Tappan  against  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  that  slate, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a third  read- 
ing by  a large  majoiity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and, 
after  spending  some  lime  therein. 

The  senate  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

January  A.  The  senate,  to  day,  was  occupied 
chiefly  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  introduc- 
ed by  Mr.  Benton,  under  the  following  title: 

“A  bill  to  establish  a permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system  in  favor  ol  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  who  should  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a log  cabin  thereon.” 

Mr.  Clay,  ol  Ala.  and  Mr.  Benton  advocated  at 
considerable  length  the  jirovisions  of  the  measure, 
and  the  general  principles  of  the  pre-emption’ 
policy. 
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Mr.  Prenhss,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  measure 
in  a clear  and  forcible  speech. 

Mr.  Mangum  called  upon  the  authors  and  leading 
supporters  of  the  measure  to  give  a more  explicit 
exposition  of  its  character,  and  of  the  meaning  of 
its  provisions  than  they  had  yet  vouchsafed.  He 
then  proceeded  to  express  his  decided  hostility  to  the 
■whole  system  which  they  wished  to  establish.  He 
thought  it  unfair  and  unjust,  and  calculated  to  ope- 
rate lor  the  benefit  exclusively  of  the  border  popu- 
lation, and  against  the  interests  of  the  old  states. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  bill  was  so  modified  as  to  limit  the  be- 
nefits of  the  bill  to  free  white  persons.  He  also 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  limit  its  benefits  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Calhoun  asked  what  were  the  regulations  of 
the  new  states  themselves,  as  to  aliens  holding  land; 
and  intimated  that  be  would,  by  his  vote,  conform 
to  their  practice. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  that,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  aliens  were  permitted  to  hold  land  in  all  the 
new  states,  and  no  inconvenience  had  resulted  from 
the  practice. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  postponing  the  further  discussion  of  the  bill  for 
the  present:  so  as  to  allow  time  for  more  deliberate 
consideration.  He  stated  his  impression  to  be, 
though  he  did  not  speak  from  certain  knowledge, 
that  the  laws  of  Indiana  do  not  allow  aliens  to  hold 
land. 

Mr.  Buchanan  avowed  his  readiness  to  meet  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Mangum  with  a decided  nega- 
tive. The  question,  he  said,  had  been  raised  in 
1838,  and  after  discussion,  was  decided  against  im- 
posing any  such  limitation,  so  as  to  exclude  fo- 
reigners. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  with  great  anima- 
tion and  earnestness,  in  favor  of  the  proposition  to 
limit  the  peculiar  and  extraordinary  privilege  con- 
ferred by  the  bill  to  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
and  avowed  his  readiness  to  cast  his  vote  now  as 
he  did  in  1838. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Benton,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  question 
was  put  and  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  12,  noes 
30.  So  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Mangum 
was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  laid  over  till  to- 
morrow. 

Numerous  petitions  and  memorials  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a law  establishing  a uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy,  were  presented  to-day. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  called  up  the  bill  intro- 
duced by  him  providing  for  the  reduction  and  gra- 
duation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

But  it  was  passed  over  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  who  said,  before  the  discussion 
should  be  begun,  he  wished  the  information  which 
he  had  called  for  by  resolution,  relating  to  the  pub- 
lic lands,  to  be  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Smith  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  memorial  from 
the  territory  of  Iowa,  asking  for  a certain  change 
in  its  fundamental  laws. 

The  bill  to  confirm  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her,  for  that  portion  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal  which  lies  between  the  mouth 
of  Terre  Haute  and  Tippecanoe  river,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house 
for  concurrence. 

Numerous  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred.  The  senate  ad- 
journed. 

January  5.  The  vice  president  submitted  a com- 
munication from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri, transmitting  a copy  of  a law  of  that  state  for 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary  between  Missouri 
and  Iowa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  with  a statement  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  post  office  department;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  ami  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  navy  depart- 
ment, transmitting  sixty  copies  of  the  Navy  Re- 
gister for  1S40;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented. 

Mr.  Graham,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
cause  monuments  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of 
brigadier  general  Francis  Nash  and  brigadier  gene- 
ral William  Davidson;  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

Mr.  Norvell  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  communicate 
to  the  senate  such  additional  reports  as  have  been  re- 
ceived since  those  formerly  submitted,  in  reference  to 


the  construction  of  the  Potomac  acqueduct;  and  also, 
such  further  information  as  he  may  have  in  reference 
to  the  kyanizing  of  the  timber  for  the  use  of  said 
aqueduct. 

Mr.  Porter  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  senate  in  what  cases  the  payment 
of  undisputed  claims,  arising  under  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Stockbridge  ana  Mumsee 
Indians,  ratified  on  the  16th  May,  1840,  has,  on  pre- 
sentment at  the  treasury,  been  suspended  or  delayed, 
and  the  case  or  causes  of  such  suspension  or  delay, 
and  particularly  that  he  state  such  cause  or  causes  in 
respect  to  two  claims,  of  $675  each,  in  favor  of  Mead, 
Kellogg  & Co.  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  assignees  in  part 
of  Robert  Konkapot  and  John  T.  Hendricks. 

Several  private  bills  were  then  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire  for  the  services  of  her  militia, 
coming  up  on  its  third  reading — an  animated  dis- 
cussion arose,  ip.  which  Messrs.  Pierce,  Crittenden 
and  Hubbard  participated. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  would  like  to  have  some 
further  opportunity  to  examine  this  case.  There 
were  one  or  two  questions  which  suggested  them- 
selves to  his  mind:  whether  there  had  been  an  ac- 
tual invasion  of  this  territory  by  a foreign  power 
was  one;  and  if  not,  was  there  a threatened  invasion, 
or  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion?  And  then 
there  was  another  question:  supposing  there  was  a 
threatened  invasion,  was  there  time  to  apply  to  the 
genera!  government  to  repel  this  threatened  inva- 
sion? lor  to  the  general  government  belonged  the 
decision  whether  there  should  be  peace  or  war. — 
No  case  less  than  one  of  extreme  urgency  would 
justify  the  state  authorities  in  deciding  on  a ques- 
tion of  a threatened  invasion,  and  incurring  an  ex- 
pense which  perhaps  the  general  government  might 
not  think  proper.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Clay) 
that  it  was  proper  to  ascertain  all  these  facts:  had 
there  been  a military  invasion?  had  there  been  a 
threatened  invasion?  and  if  so,  what  had  New 
Hampshire  done  under  the  circumstances?  Would 
it  not  be  extending  to  the  state  authorities  the  pow- 
er of  the  general  government,  if  there  was  time  to 
communicate  with  the  general  government,  if, 
without  the  countenance  ofthe  general  government, 
they  undertook  to  engage  in  a conflict  with  another 
power?  All  these  matters  were  worthy  of  inquiry; 
and  therefore,  he  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
laying  the  bill  for  the  present  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  in  the  meantime,  would  refer  se- 
nators for  information  to  a report  made  by  Mr. 
Howard,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  in  the  house  in  January,  1839. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  take  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  state  of 
Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  a permament  prospective 
pre-emption  system  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
was  taken  up  in  committee  ofthe  whole,  and  occu- 
pied the  remainder  of  this  day’s  session. 

The  senate  adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday.  Dec  30.  After  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  Mr.  Mams  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  investment  in  the  stocks  of  the 
several  states  of  the  union,  of  funds  held  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  trust,  is,  to  the  amount 
of  the  sums  so  invested,  and  of  the  interest  thereon,  an 
assumption  by  the  United  States  of  the  debts  of  the  said 
several  states,  in  the  event  of  their  failure  punctually  to 
pay  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  purchase,  by  authority  of  any 
executive  department  of  the  United  States,  of  the  bonds 
of  any  of  the  states  of  this  union,  at  the  nominal  value, 
or  with  a premium  thereon,  and  the  subsequent  sale  of 
the  land  bonds  at  a discount,  is  an  unwarrantable  and 
wasteful  dilapidation  ofthe  public  funds. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  United  S ates  to  require  of  the  govern- 
ment of  each  and  every  state  of  this  union,  (on  whose 
stocks,  investments  of  the  public  moneys  held  in  trust 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  have  been 
made),  punctual  payment  in  specie  or  its  equivalent, 
of  the  interest  and  stipulated  in  said  stocks,  and  repay- 
ment of  the  principal  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  terms 
of  the  contracts,  upon  which  such  stocks  have  several- 
ly been  issued. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  investment  of  any  public 
funds  of  the  Unired  States  in  stocks  of  the  several  states 
ought  forthwith  to  be  prohibited  by  law,  and  that  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed  to  report 
a bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Mams  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  of 
the  house  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  reso- 
lution. 


Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objecting,  the  resolutions  were 
laid  over,  under  the  rules  of  the  house,  and  ordered 
to  be  ptinted. 

Mr.  Samson  Mason  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolu- 
tion requiring  the  secretary  of  war  to  report  to  this 
house  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  relation  to  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Giddings  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  of  the 
house  for  the  consideration  of  this  resolution;  which 
motion  failed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  before  the  house,  being  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  appropriation  bill  and  its  amend- 
ments— Mr.  Shephard  spoke  at  some  length  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment  as  passed,  and  vindicating 
his  conduct,  as  a member  of  the  committee  on  na- 
val affairs,  in  offering  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  taken  it 
on  himself  to  say  that  there  was  something  unfair 
in  the  amendment  he  had  moved — something  of  a 
trick.  He  asked  the  speaker  if  it  was  in  order. — 
He  did  not  seize  a sly  opportunity  to  thrust  it  on 
the  house — and  he  hid  on  this  occasion  behind  the 
speaker’s  decision.  But  the  gentleman  thinks  other- 
wise— he  did  not  doubt  his  skill  in  parliamentary 
rules,  nor  the  dignified  manner  in  which  he  urged 
them  on  the  house. 

He  would  briefly  state  some  reasons  in  favor  of 
his  amendment.  This  was  the  first  time  (continu- 
ed Mr.  S.)  in  which  we  had  been  called  on  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  this  navy  pension  fund.  It  was 
a new  bill — not  an  ordinary  appropriation  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  a particular  law.  The  passage  of 
the  act  of  1837  has  destroyed  this  fund,  therefore  it 
was  strictly  in  order  to  consider  all  the  acts  relative 
to  that  fund.  He  agreed  with  the  speaker  on  this 
point  of  order. 

But  if  it  was  out  of  order,  it  was  too  late  to  make 
any  objections  on  this  point.  If  the  gentleman  did 
make  his  objection  day  before  yesterday,  it  was  a 
poor  argument  now  for  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote. 

Another  objection  to  (his  act  was,  that  it  was  too 
hasty.  Who  makes  this  objection?  Why,  a gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  and  another  and  a third. 
Do  they  want  time  to  consider  this  act?  If  a young 
member  had  told  them  he  wanted  time  to  consider 
it,  it  might  be  proper;  but  his  surprise  was  that  old 
members  should  tell  them  so.  The  subject  had  been 
before  the  house  previously,  at  last  session,  and  it 
was  to  be  supposed  that  thej'  had  examined  it.  He 
had  been  told  by  a distinguished  officer  this  morn- 
ing, that  the  amendment  was  proper.  But  what 
was  the  act  of ’37?  Was  that  a deliberate  conside- 
ration of  the  house?  If  he  mistook  not,  it  was 
sneaked  through  at  the  last  day  of  the  session.  He 
had  looked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  vote,  but 
had  not  been  able  to  fine  them.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  furthermore  said,  yesterday,  that 
(he  second  section  of  the  bill  was  inconsistent  with 
the  first.  That  the  first  section  ordered  the  secre- 
tary to  pay  certain  sums  of  money,  and  the  second 
section  repeals  the  law  under  which  the  payment 
was  required. 

Why  does  not  the  honorable  gentleman  (continu- 
ed Mr.  S.)  see  that  there  were  several  laws  requir- 
ing the  payment  of  this  money — the  law  of  1800 — 
and  this  money  is  needed  for  previous  laws;  so  the 
gentleman’s  opposition  on  that  score  is  obviated. — 
The  gentleman  also  said'that  I had  misstated  the  act 
of ’37.  What  did  1 say?  That,  throughout  the  pen- 
sion laws,  there  was  one  general  plan:  That  those 
should  receive  pensions  who  had  suffered  in  the 
cause  ofthe  country;  and  also  that  the  second  sec- 
tion referred  to  the  time  in  which  persons  disabled 
in  the  navy  should  receive  their  pensions.  He 
found  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  this  morning,  a 
report  of  his  remarks,  which  stated  precisely  what 
he  did  say?  This  report  of  his  remarks  would  show 
that  he  was  right,  and  the  honorable  member  wrong. 
It  was  a common  practice  (he  said)  to  take  up  false 
issues.  He  hoped  the  day  would  not  be  spent  in 
this  measure.  What  is  the  question  before  us? — 
Whether  the  act  of ’37  is  right  or  wrong?  Whether 
we  are  called  on  to  repeal  it  or  not?  He  would  give 
his  opinion  in  a few  words.  In  1S00  the  navy  was 
in  its  infancy. 

The  act  of  1800  was  to  encourage  the  navy — to 
induce  persons  to  enter  into  it,  and  it  was  necessa- 
ry at  that  time.  The  object  of  congress  was  to  hold 
out  inducements  to  gentlemen  to  enter  into  it.  He 
showed  that  it  was  for  the  support  of  the  navy. — 
What  is  the  navy  pension  fund?  The  proceeds  of 
prizes  were  laid  aside  to  be  given  to  seamen,  ma- 
rines, &c.  who  had  been  disabled  in  the  service  of 
the  country.  What  is  the  act  of ’37?  Subsequent- 
ly to  the  act  of  1800  many  acts  passed.  That  the  pen- 
sion fund  should  go  to  those  who  had  suffered  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  was  the  feature  of  all  the 
acts  prior  to  ’37.  If  any  officer,  seaman  or  marine. 
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died,  leaving  a widow,  or  children,  they  should  re- 
ceive halt-pay  from  the  time  of  their  death.  This 
was  a different  act, — not  that  those  who  had  been 
disabled  or  fought  gallantly — but  those  who  died — 
they  might  have  been  drunkards,  or  cowards, — 
but  if  they  died,  their  children  were  entitled  to 
this  navy  pension  fund.  It  was  not  carrying  out 
the  act  of  1800.  It  was  a violation  of  the  pledged 
faith  of  the  country — and  the  congress  that  passed 
that  act  acted  in  violation  of  their  taith.  This  act 
did  rank  injustice  to  the  gallant  soldier;  and  this  is 
the  act  about  which  you  have  heard  such  lamenta- 
tions betore  this  house. 

In  six  months  of  the  very  first  year  of  its  passage 
it  had  taken  from  the  navy  fund  upward  of  329,000 
dollars.  Can  any  man  wonder  that  the  fund  is  gone? 
As  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stocks,  on  which  the 
gentleman  had  commented  with  so  much  severity, 
what  better  could  have  been  done?  (asked  Mr.  S.) 
We  had  more  money  than  we  wanted  at  that  time, 
the  stocks  of  the  states  were  on  a par.  If  we  had 
not  purchased,  there  would  have  been  a hue  and  cry 
about  discrediting  the  states.  He  admitted  that 
some  money  had  been  lost,  but  the  secretary  or  no- 
body else  was  to  blame. 

The  effect  of  his  bill  would  be  to  cast  off  this 
drain  from  the  fund,  which,  for  the  last  four  years, 
had  amounted  to  $250,000  annually.  The  true  rule 
on  this  subject  was  laid  down  in  the  law  of  1800, 
that  those  who  have  suffered  in  the  country  should 
be  remunerated  for  it.  The  act  of  1800  made  a dis- 
tinction between  the  brave  and  cowardly — the  act 
of  ’37  had  destroyed  it. 

He  noted  another  objection.  That  the  widows 
had  made  their  calculations  on  receiving  this  fund — 
that  on  this,  the  children  had  been  sent  to  school, 
&c.  But  this  was  no  argument  that  they  should 
continue  to  receive  the  $48,000,  which  they  had 
received  annually  for  four  years.  He  had  now 
finished  what  he  intended  to  say:  If  he  was  not 

mistaken,  Mr.  Mams,  yesterday,  used  the  word 
dishonorable,  in  connection  with  this  matter.  He 
understood  it  was  applied  to  the  house,  but  a friend 
had  suggested  that  it  was  applied  to  him,  (Mr.  S ) 

Mr.  Mams  said  he  had  said  no  such  thing — that 
the  gentleman  himself  did  not  understand  it  thus, 
but  it  was  on  the  wisper  of  a friend. 

Mr.  Shepard  was  very  far  from  wishing  to  do  in- 
justice to  the  gentleman.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  done  him  injustice — all  he  would  say  was,  that 
he  wished  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be 
more  charitable.  That  no  man  in  this  house  could 
do  more  good  than  could  Mr.  Mams;  if  in  case  of 
excitement,  he  would  seize  the  opportunity  of  com- 
ing up  as  a mediator — as  a link  between  Washing- 
ton and  the  present  generation. 

Mr.  Thomas  wished  to  give  a little  information 
on  this  subject.  He  had  a letter  in  his  hand  from 
the  navy  department,  saying  that  the  Cincinnati 
stock  had  been  sold,  (lie  was  inquired  of  how  they 
had  sold).  The  secretary  did  not  say  whether  at 
par  or  not. 

Mr.  Anderson  had  been  informed  that  they  sold 
for  $62  per  $100  of  stock. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  at  some 
length,  in  opposition  to  the  act  of  ’37.  Its  appropri- 
ations were  unjust.  He  was  opposed  to  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Anderson  inquired  whether  the  bill  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  designed  to  offer,  was 
the  bill  approved  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Reed  answered  that  it  was,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  the  last  section. 

Mr.  Anderson  said  that  if  the  act  of  ’37  was  re- 
pealed, it  would  revive  the  act  of ’34,  and  that  was 
of  the  same  nature.  He  hoped  that  the  house  would 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  look  into  this  bill, 
which  has  been  reported  by  the  committee  on  na- 
val affairs.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  repeal 
of  the  law  of  ’37;  yet  he  had  voted  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
because  it  was  not  proper  nor  sound  legislation  to 
amend  an  appropriation  bill  by  repealing  a law  of 
much  moment  to  the  navy.  He  wa3  in  favor  of 
paying  what  is  now  due  to  pensioners;  and  that  we 
should  bring  up  a law  properly  digested  and  pass 
on  it  as  we  ought.  He  hoped  that  they  would  re- 
consider this  bill  and  pass  the  appropriation  bill, 
and  act  on  the  necessary  bill,  which  might  be  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Everett  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  subject, 
which  was  imperfectly  heard,  and  which  we  are 
not  able  to  give. 

Mr.  Heed  had  been  reported  somewhat  erroneous- 
ly as  to  his  debate  on  the  subject.  He  did  not 
mean  to  denounce  with  so  much  severity  the  actol 
’37.  But  it  was  indiscreet  and  unwise.  He  oppos 
ed  paying  pensions  according  to  the  act  of  1837. — 
He  spoke  of  his  constituents — they  had  done  more 


fighting  the  battles  of  the  country  than  any  other,  I 
and  they  had  never  come  here  to  ask  for  pensions. 
He  hoped  the  house  would  reconsider  this  bill, 
leaving  out  the  amendments,  and  take  up  the  bill 
brought  forward  by  him  and  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Naylor  was  in  favor  of  bringing  the  discus- 
sion to  an  end.  He  thought  the  vote  respecting  the 
law  of  ’37  hasty  and  unwise. 

That  all  laws  when  originated  were  imperfect,  and 
it  was  by  the  emendations  of  experience  that  the 
most  perfect  laws  were  lorrned. 

That,  part  of  the  law  of  ’37  was  defective,  and 
ought  to  be  repealed,  leaving  that  which  was  sound. 
He  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be  reconsidered  — 
that  the  appropriation  bill  would  be  passed,  and  that 
some  bill  would  be  brought  forward  obviating  the 
defects  of  the  law  of  ’37. 

Mr.  Jameson  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  which 
was  carried;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  31.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  lollowing  communications: 

1.  From  the  president  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  23d 
inst.  calling  upon  him  to  communicate,  “if  compa- 
tible with  the  public  interests,  copies  of  all  the  cor- 
respondence between  this  government  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  any  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  that  government  which  may  have 
a tendency  to  interrupt  our  commerce  with  China. 

2.  From  the  secretary  of  state,  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  ofthe  act  of  March,  1799,  com- 
municating “an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  made  to 
that  department  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs, 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1778,  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  show- 
ing, so  far  as  said  returns  have  been  received,  the 
nirmber  of  seatnerr  registered  in  each  port  of  entry 
in  the  United  States,  during  the  year  commencing 
on  the  1st  of  October  of  the  last,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  of  September  of  the  present  year.” 

3.  From  the  treasury  department,  in  reply  to  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  17th  inst.  respecting 
the  condition  ofthe  custom  house  buildings  at  Pbi- 
delphia. 

4.  From  the  president  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a report  from  the  secretary  of  state  with  ac- 
companying papers,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the 
house,  calling  lor  information  relative  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  steamboat  Caroline.  [For  which  see 
page  290  ] 

The  above  communications  were  severally  refer- 
red and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  the  lollowing  letter  from  John  C.  Rives,  on 
the  subject  of  the  printing: 

Globe  office,  Washington,  Dec.  30,  1840. 

Sir:  It  is  known  to  you,  and  to  the  other  inem 
bers  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that  Francis 
P.  Blair  and  myself  were  elected  printers  to  the 
house  in  January  last.  Under  this  election,  I ex- 
pected that  ull  the  printing  for  the  house  during  the 
twenty-sixth  congress,  would  be  sent  to  us  to  exe- 
cute; and  as  I superintend  that  branch  of  our  busi- 
ness, I engaged  men,  and  provided  materials  suffi 
cient  to  do  it  with  at  least  the  customary  despatch.  I 
was  informed  yesterday  that  the  clerk  of  the  house 
had  sent  a very  large  report  to  the  stationer  of  the 
house  to  be  printed  by  him,  and  thatthe  stationer  was 
actually  printing  it,  or  having  it  printed. 

Since  I received  this  information,  I have  turned 
to  the  clerk’s  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  fund  for  the  last  year,  w here  I find  that 
he  has  paid  other  persons  for  printing  which  I think 
should  iiave  been  executed  by  the  printers  to  the 
house. 

The  persons  engaged  by  me  to  work  on  congres- 
sional documents  exclusively,  have  not  had  more 
than  three  or  four  days  constant  employment  since 
the  commencement  of  this  session.  There  has  been 
some  work  for  them  every  day,  but  not  enough  to 
employ  them  the  whole  day.  They  are  engaged  by 
the  week,  and  we  have  to  pay  them,  whether  they 
work  or  not.  Now,  if  the  clerk  of  the  house  has 
the  power  to  have  the  congress  printing  executed 
at  other  offices,  when  there  has  been  no  failure  at 
our  office  in  executing  it  promptly,  I desire  to  know 
it  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  I may  either  reduce 
our  force,  or  make  some  arrangement  with  the  clerk 
to  get  enough  of  it  to  keep  our  hands  employed. — 
The  prices  now  paid  to  us  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives are  so  low',  that  we  must  sink  money, 
unless  we  can  keep  the  hands  which  we  have  en- 
gaged to  do  its  printing,  constantly  employed;  and 
upon  some  kinds  of  printing  we  sink  money,  even 
when  all  our  hands  are  employed  upon  it. 

The  clerk  of  the  house  and  myself  have  had  a 
controversy’  about  the  binding  of  the  documents, 
which  I wish  to  bring  before  the  house. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  ol  congress,  in  July 
last,  the  clerk  sent  word  to  me  to  deliver  the  docu- 


ments w hich  we  had  printed  for  the  house,  to  S.  D. 
Langtree,  to  bind.  I refused  to  do  it.  It  has  been 
the  invariable  custom,  ever  since  I became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  manner  of  executing  the  congress  print- 
ing, which  is  now  thirteen  years,  for  the  printer  to 
bind  all  the  documents  that  he  prints  for  congress. 
Whenever  a printer  has  been  elected,  during  that 
time,  he  has  as  invariably  fitted  up  a bindery,  as  he 
has  a printing  office.  I had  purchased  a great  part 
of  the  materials  for  the  binding,  and  had  engaged 
workmen  to  do  it,  and  had  folded  a great  quantity 
of  the  work,  before  the  clerk  sent  me  word  that  he 
wished  the  documents  handed  over  to  Mr.  Langtree 
to  be  bound.  The  correspondence  between  the 
clerk  and  myself,  which  I presume  he  has  on  file, 
will  fully  explain  our  controversy  about  the  bind- 
ing. I wish  congress  to  decide  between  us  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  it  is  necessary  that  the  binding  shall 
be  forwarded.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker  house  reps. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  take  that  occasion  to 
inquire  whether  a report  of  the  committee  on  the 
printing  of  the  house  had  been  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; and  if  so,  whether  it  had  been  printed. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  said  there  were  two  re- 
ports on  that  subject,  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  house,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  never  been  able  to  get  a 
sight  of  the  reports,  although  very  anxious  so  to  do. 
Neither  himself  nor  other  members  could  procure 
copies  of  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the 
last  session,  being  more  than  five  or  six  months  ago. 
This  letter,  however,  from  Messrs.  Blair  & Rives, 
explained  it,  and  it  appeared  that  the  delay  was  all 
owing  to  this  controversy  between  them  and  the 
clerk  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  to  refer  the  letter  to 
the  committee  on  accounts;  but  the  motion  was  sub- 
sequently withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Davis  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed,  and 
that  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Rives,  just  read,  be  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Morgan  offered  an  amendment  instructing 
the  committee  to  inquire  as  to  whether  the  clerk 
was  interested  in  the  contract  with  Langtree  & 
O’Sullivan  for  furnishing  stationery  to  this  house. 

Mr.  Reed  submitted  an  additional  amendment  in- 
structing the  committee  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  the 
lithographing  and  engraving  of  maps. 

After  some  debate  of  a desultory  character,  the 
amendments  were  withdrawn.  The  resolution  of 
Mr.  Davis  was  then  agreed  to;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  letter  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  leave,  reported  a bill  from  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  entitled,  “a  bill  to  in- 
sure the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  law’s  relat- 
ing to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports;”  which 
was  read  a first  and  second  time,  and  oidered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to 
introduce  a bill  (of  which  intention  lit  had  given 
previous  notice)  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy. 

Objection  being  made,  leave  was  not  granted. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Giddings  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  navy 
pensions  had  been  passed,  containing  an  amend- 
ment repealing  the  act  of  1837. 

The  previous  question,  ori  the  reconsideration, 
having  been  demanded  by  Mr.  Jameson,  Mr.  Adams 
endeavored  to  prevail  on  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Jameson  was  willing  to  oblige  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  as  soon  as  any  member  of  the 
house,  but  could  not,  consistent  with  his  duty,  with- 
draw the  call. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded,  and  the  main  question,  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  ordered  to  be  put;  and,  being  put,  it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  69,  nays 
108. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider,  and,  as  far  as 
it  is  concerned,  the  act  of  1837  is  repealed. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  after  adverting  to  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  president’s  message  in  relation  to  the 
burning  of  the  Caroline,  moved  that  5,()00  extra 
copies  of  the  same,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, be  printed. 

Mr.  Pickens  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would  prevail.  The  documents 
were  ofthe  highest  importance. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 

At  a subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings, 

Mr.  Alford,  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  above  motion  had  been  agreed  to,  and 
called  for  the  readingof  the  documents,  which  were 
read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Alford  said  he  was  happy  that  he  had  moved 
the  reconsideration,  and  that  he  was  now  satisfied. 
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having  heard  the  papers  read,  that  they  ought  to  be 
printed.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Forsyth  was  a good  state  rights  paper;  and  he 
should  think  that  his  instincts  of  justice  were  blunt- 
ed by  party  spirit,  if  he  were  capable  of  doing  in- 
justice to  that  officer  under  any  circumstances. — 
He  (Mr.  A.)  hoped  that  the  party  strife  which  had 
just  passed  had  not  blunted  the  instincts  of  justice 
of  the  great  whig  party  of  the  United  States,  nor  of 
the  state  rights  party,  of  which  he  had  lived  an 
humble  member,  and  of  which  he  hoped  to  die  a 
member.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  rights  of  the 
empire  state  of  New  Fork  had  been  vindicated  by 
the  secretary  of  state  in  an  able  and  dignified  man- 
ner; and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  this  was  the  only 
paper  coming  from  that  department  that  he  could 
commend  in  that  light. 

As  regarded  his  sympathy  towards  the  northeast- 
ern territory,  he,  as  a southern  man,  had  not  more 
than  he  ought  to  have;  but  he  did  know  that  the 
lion  of  England  had  been  growling  for  his  prey  on 
that  northeastern  boundary  long  ago.  As  an  Ame- 
rican citizen,  he  felt  humbled  at  the  reflection  that, 
under  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  the 
eagle  of  his  country  had  cowered  under  the  lion  of 
England;  he  felt  humbled  that  a countiy  which, 
even  in  the  days  of  the  revolution,  was  strong 
enough  to  defend  its'  rights,  should  now  permit  the 
queen  of  England  to  deprive  them  of  everything. 
Aggression  after  aggression  had  been  committed, 
arid  it  would  continue  to  be  so  so  long  as  the  head 
of  the  executive  government  failed  to  defend  the 
doctrines  contained  in  this  document.  Mr.  A.  then 
withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Stanly  renewed  it. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was  quite 
delighted  with  this  debate;  not,  however,  because 
the  incidental  question  of  state  rights  had  been  in- 
troduced, for  that  was  about  the  same  thing  as  the 
constitution,  which  every  man  construed  according 
to  his  own  taste.  But  he  was  delighted  because  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  had  given  his  approval  to 
at  least  one  act  of  the  administration.  He  was  glad 
that  one  member  of  the  opposite  party  had  the  ge- 
nerosity to  acknowledge  them  in  the  right  for  once. 
The  gentleman  had,  however,  touched  on  the  very 
important  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary.  He 
had  said  that  the  lion  of  England  had  growled,  while 
we  paid  no  regard  to  it,  &c.  Now,  be  (Mr.  H.) 
wished  to  know  whether  the  remarks  made  by  that 
gentlemen  were  to  be  considered  ominous  of  the  fu- 
ture action  of  the  new  administration;  Were  we 
not  to  judge,  from  the  remarks  made  by  one  of  its 
friends,  that  we  were  to  be  precipitated  into  a con- 
flict with  this  mighty  power,  prepared  and  armed 
at  every  point,  and  that,  too,  for  a line  of  demarca- 
tion? If  they  were  to  rush  into  the  conflict — if  the 
south  was  to  be  prostrated,  he  was  thankful  that 
gentlemen  had  shown  their  hands,  that  the  south 
might  know  that  one  of  the  results  attending  the 
triumph  of  this  great  party,  was  a question  of  terri- 
torial war. 

Mr.  Alford  replied  to  these  remarks,  and  said 
that  he  had  not  spoken  in  behalf  of  the  coming  ad- 
ministration. He  had  it  not  in  his  eye  or  his  mind 
at  the  time  he  spoke; he  knew  nothing  of  itssecrets 
nor  its  intentions.  He  had  no  conference  with  its 
friends,  nor  had  his  advice  ever  been  asked.  He 
spoke  for  himself — he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  his 
own  heart,  when  he  said  that  the  lion  of  England 
had  growled  for  its  prey  on  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary. Whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holme s],  he 
(Mr.  A.)  would  express  his  belief  that,  if  ever  the 
issue  of  which  the  gentleman  spoke  did  come,  the 
state  of  South  Carolina  would  be  seen  in  the  first 
ranks,  gallantly  defending  the  honor,  and  maintain- 
ing the  rights  of  the  nation.  This  much  he  could 
say — he  being  one  of  the  first  born  of  nullification 
out  of  South  Carolina — that  South  Carolina  would 
be  the  last  to  hide  her  head,  if  the  country  should 
ever  be  engaged  in  a war  with  Britain.  His  own 
wish  was,  that  we  never  might  have  war  with  her 
on  this  or  any  other  question,  if  it  could  be  honora- 
bly avoided. 

For  the  part  which  he  had  taken  in  the  recent 
victorious  struggle,  he  claimed  no  honor  distinct 
from  Ins  colleagues  and  his  country;  and  in  charac- 
terising as  he  had  done  the  communication  of  Mr. 
Forsyth,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  done  only  that  which  a 
sense  of  justice  dictated. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  the  matters  contained  in  the 
correspondence  just  read,  were  sufficiently  grave  in 
themselves;  and  they  had  acquired  additional  gravi- 
ty incidentally  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Alford),  and  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Holmes );  and  he  (Mr. 
C).  had  a few  words  to  say  on  both  points. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  the  correspondence  contains  the 
first  distinct  official  avowal  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 


tish government,  that  (he  attack  on  the  Caroline 
was  authorised  by  the  government.  Mr.  Fox  says 
it  is  well  known  to  have  been  so  authorised.  Mr. 
C.  denied  this.  It  was  about  two  years  since  Mr. 
Stevenson  addressed  an  earnest  letter  of  remon- 
strance and  demand  of  explanation  to  lord  Palmer- 
ston on  the  subject;  to  which  lord  P.  stood  mute  to 
this  day,  neither  avowing  nor  disavowing,  justify- 
ing nor  refusing  to  justify  the  outrage.  Mr.  For- 
syth was  correct  in  his  allusion  to  this  part  of  Mr. 
Fox’s  letter  as  a novelty.  It  was  true  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  had  indirectly  sustained  the  act  by 
bestowing  honors  and  emoluments  on  the  parties 
engaged  in  it,  such  as  McNab  and  Drew;  but  no 
direct  official  declaration  of  the  attack  on  the  Caro- 
line having  been  previously  authorised  by  the  Bri- 
tish government  had  been  made  before  this,  to  his 
(Mr.  C’s)  knowledge. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  concurred  entirely  with  Mr.  For- 
syth in  opinion  of  the  inadmissibility  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
demand  for  the  release  of  McLeod.  He  was  ar 
rested  in  New  Fork,  by  the  legal  authorities,  to  be 
legally  tried  for  an  alleged  act  of  murder  and  arson 
committed  in  New  Fork — let  him  be  tried  by  the 
laws  of  New  Fork  to  whom  jurisdiction  of  the  case 
belongs.  ; 

Besides,  if  col.  Prince  could  murder  in  cold  blood 
the  prisoners  he  made  in  the  frontier  troubles — if 
the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada  had  a right  to  try, 
condemn  and  punish  others  of  the  prisoners — if 
Great  Britain  might  promote  Drew  and  knight  Mc- 
Nab— by  the  same  right  should  New  Fork  try 
McLeod,  and  if  guilty  hang  him. 

Mr.  C.  said  these  remarks  were  called  for  by  the 
tenor  of  the  correspondence  laid  before  the  house. 
But  now  for  the  other  point. 

On  hearing  these  papers  read,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  ( Mr.  Alford ) avowed  the  sen- 
timents of  patriotism,  which  I (said  Mr.  C.)  trust 
are  felt  not  less  warmly  by  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  (Mr.  Holmes) — which  I trust  burn  un- 
quenchably  in  the  breast  of  every  American.  He 
spoke  in  the  language  of  indignant  truth  of  the  acts 
of  assentation  and  concession,  on  the  part  of  the 
present  administration,  to  acts  of  aggression  on  the 
United  States  committed  by  Great  Britain.  In  do- 
ing this,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  frankly  de- 
clared, that  he  was  uttering  his  own  individual  sen- 
timents, as  sentiments  only,  and  as  the  sentiments 
of  an  individual  only.  They  are  sentiments  such 
as  I,  at  least,  approve,  and  had  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  would  approve. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  looking 
beyond  this,  treats  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  as  the  avowal  of  a plan,  on  the  part  of 
the  party  which  is  about  to  enter  into  power,  a plan 
of  settled  hostility  against  Great  Britain. 

On  hearing  this  charge,  Mr.  C.  could  not  but  ie- 
vert  to  the  incidents  of  the  great  public  controversy 
which  the  country  had  just  gone  through,  to  the 
speeches  he  had  listened  to  in  congress  and  at  the 
hustings,  and  to  the  press  as  it  continues  to  speak 
down  to  this  very  moment,  in  its  reproaches  of  him 
and  his  political  friends.  What  is  it  that  we  hear 
again  and  again  imputed  to  us,  by  the  thousand 
voices  of  the  orators  and  newspapers  of  the  admi- 
nistration? Why,  that  we  forsooth  are  the  allies  of 
Britain;  that  Harrison,  the  gallant  old  hero  of  Tip- 
pecanoe and  the  Thames,  that  he  and  his  friends 
come  into  power  as  the  hirelings  and  instruments 
of  England.  Has  not  this  been  wrung  in  our  ears 
day  after  day,  arid  hour  after  hour,  for  the  whole  year 
back?  Fes,  sir.  And  now  what  is  the  complexion 
which  the  charge  assumes,  now  when  the  country 
has  passed  judgment  on  this  administration?  Not 
that  we  are  the  hireling  allies,  the  tools  of  Britain, 
but  that  we  are  taking  power  with  a fixed  purpose 
of  enmity  against  her — and  as  if  without  cause,  in 
the  mere  wantonness  of  hostility. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  like  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, he  spoke  not  for  the  new  administration,  but 
for  himself,  and  as  an  individual.  He  felt  bound  to 
make  this  distinction,  because  his  individual  senti- 
ments on  the  questions  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  were  well  known,  having  been 
expressed  by  him  often  heretofore,  whether  discreet- 
ly or  not,  yet  with  freedom  which,  as  an  individual, 
he  had  the  right  to  use,  in  the  honest  expression  of 
his  deliberate  convictions. 

Mr.  C.  said  then,  as  to  both  these  contradictory 
charges  against  the  coming  administration,  that  he 
believed,  for  himself,  nay,  he  would  go  further  and 
say,  that  he  knew  they  were  alike  equally  ground- 
less. We  who  are  about  to  enter  into  power  came 
neither  as  allies  or  friends  of  Britain  (in  any  excep- 
tionable sense)  nor  as  enemies;  but  as  Americans; 
Americans  animated  with  the  feelings  which  belong 
to  Americans;  resolved,  at  all  hazards,  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  our  country  against  every  and  any 
foreign  power;  never  doubting  that  if,  by  the  con- 
tinued aggressions  of  Britain,  even  the  most  power- 


ful of  the  governments  of  Europe,  we  be  dragged 
into  a third'  war,  we  shall  fight  that  war  as  gallantly 
and  as  triumphantly  as  we  have  already  fought  a first 
and  a second  war  with  Britain;  but  resolved,  also, 
if  we  honorably  may,  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the 
country,  anxious  to  do  it,  and  to  promote  the  inter- 
nal prosperity  of  the  union  and  the  harmony  of  the 
states  by  means  of  peace,  ami  repelling  the  idea  of 
any  set  purpose  of  war. 

I repeat  (said  Mr.  C.)  that  so  far  as  I know  the 
objects  of  the  friends  of  general  Harrison,  we  un- 
dertake to  act  as  Americans,  and  as  Americans 
only.  And  I thank  heaven  that  these  United  States 
are  about  to  have  a president  who  is  not  professing 
to  be  a northern  man  with  southern  feelings — no, 
nor  a southern  man  with  northern  feelings,  but  pro- 
fessing to  be  what  he  is,  a western  man  with  Ame- 
rican feelings,  and  with  the  honor,  the  peace,  and 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  each  equally  dear 
to  his  soul. 

Mr.  Duncan  demanded  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing)  when  and  where  the 
administration  had  charged  the  whigs  with  being 
the  “tools  of  Great  Britain.”  Let  the  member  lay 
his  finger  upon  the  place  where  it  had  been  assert- 
ed by  any  paper,  or  present,  if  he  could,  any  such 
extracts  to  the  house.  The  whig  party  had  nol  been 
charged  by  the  Van  Buren  press  with  being  the 
“tools”  of  Great  Britain;  but  they  had  been  charged 
with  being  under  the  influence  of  the  moneyed 
aristocracy  of  that  country — under  the  influence  of 
British  gold.  And,  said  Mr.  D.  I would  advise 
gentlemen,  before  they  engage  in  such  debates  as 
these,  first  to  clear  themselves  from  that  charge. 
Let  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  pause  before 
making  such  a charge  against  the  democratic  party, 
and  clear  his  own  party  from  the  just  charge  of  act- 
ing under  the  influence  of  the  moneyed  aristocracy 
of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  D.  here  desired  the  clerk  to 
read  an  extract  from  a paper  he  held  in  his  hand; 
but  the  speaker  was  understood  to  say  that  the  sub- 
ject on  which  the  gentleman  was  speaking  was  not 
in  order  on  a motion  to  reconsider  the  printing  of 
documents. 

Mr.  Duncan  was  perfectly  willing  to  speak  in  or- 
der; but  if  he  was  out  of  order  in  showing  the  falsity 
of  a charge  against  the  administration,  why  was  not 
the  gentleman  who  made  that  charge  called  to  order? 
Mr.  D.  said  the  charge  against  the  democratic  party 
having  been  made,  and  he  having  denied  it,  he  was 
now  about  to  prove  that  the  whigs  and  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country  were  governed  and  managed 
bv  the  moneyed  aristocracy  of  England. 

After  some  conversation  of  a desultory  character 
Mr.  Stanly  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider.  So 
the  question  was  no  longer  before  the  house. 

A number  of  private  bills  from  the  senate  were 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  move  a reso- 
lution which  was  read  at  the  clerk’s  table;  and  no 
objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  introduced, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  in  what  manner  that  part  of  the 
20th  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Choctaw  nation,  made  at  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek, 
and  dated  Sept.  27,  1S30,  has  been  executed,  which 
stipulates  that  “for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
Cnoctaw  people,  and  to  improve  their  condition,  there 
shall  be  educated  under  the  direction  of  the  president 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  forty  Choctaw 
youths  for  twenty  years. 

And  that  he  communicate  copies  of  all  such  regula- 
tions as  may  have  been  adopted,  of  orders  issued,  and 
correspondence  had,  relating  to  the  execution,  of  that 
stipulation,  and  state  what  amount  of  money  has  been 
appropriated,  and  what  amount  expended  on  account 
thereof;  what  agent  or  agents  have  been  employed, 
the  irnames,  number  and  compensation;  whether  an 
academy  or  other  school  has  been  established  for  the 
education  of  the  Choctaw  youths,  and  at  what  time  and 
place;  whether  teachers  have  been  employed,  and  the 
names,  number  and  compensation  of  each;  what  num- 
ber of  the  Choctaw  youths,  or  other  persons,  if  any, 
have  been  received  into,  or  educated  at,  such  school, 
and  at  what  cost  per  scholar;  what  buildings,  if  any, 
have  been  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  such 
school,  and  at  what  cost;  and  what  branches  of  learn- 
ing have  been  taught  there;  and  how  many  pupils  have 
graduated,  and  in  what  term  of  time  after  their  admis- 
sion; and  what  is  the  present  number  of  teachers  and 
pupils  belonging  to  the  school. 

And  that  he  be  require  to  make  a similar  report  and 
statement  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  so  much  of  the 
same  article  ol  said  treaty  as  provides  that  fifty  “thou- 
sand dollars,  viz:  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  annually, 
shall  be  given  for  the  support  of  three  teachers  of  schools 
for  twenty  years.’’ 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a letter  which  he  consider- 
ed in  the  nature  of  a petition,  from  a Mr.  Attree, 
ot  New  Fork,  who  considered  his  character  as  a 
reporter  and  a man  injuriously  assailed  try  the  read- 
ing, in  the  house  of  representatives,  by  M r.  Monroe, 
of  New  Fork,  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Jafl'ary  of  that 
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city,  in  which  a report  made  by  said  Attree  was  re-  I 
presented  as  a burlesque  of  a speech  delivered  by 
Mr.  Jatfary  at  a certain  meeting  held  in  New  York, 
and  by  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Wise 
thereon.  Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  know  the  individu- 
al, nor  did  he  know  he  had  ever  seen  him,  unless  it 
might  have  been  once,  when  he  was  engaged  in  re- 
porting a lecture  which  Mr.  A.  had  delivered  (on 
any  thing  but  politics)  shortly  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session;  but  he  presented  and 
would  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  letter  as  an  act  ol 
justice  to  the  persons  concerned. 

Some  remarks  fell  from  Mr.  A.  which  related  to 
the  part  Mr.  Monroe  had  taken  in  the  debate  on  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  A.  for  the  prevention  of  frauds 
on  the  revenue. 

The  letter  having  been  read — Mr.  Monroe,  of  N. 
York,  expressed  his  surprise  and  regret  that  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  thought 
it  proper  to  bring  a matter  like  this  before  that  so- 
lemn assembly.  The  communication,  as  published 
in  the  Herald,  had  reached  the  city  the  night  before, 
and  Mr.  M’s  attention  had  been  called  to  its  sup- 
posing it  might  contain  something  personal  to  him- 
self and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise).  He  had  carefully  examined  it  to  see 
whether  the  writer,  in  any  part  of  it,  had  taken  ex- 
ception to  the  course  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Wise 
and  himself  in  what  they  had  said,  a few  days  since 
in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Jaffary’s  speech,  and 
he  did  not  so  understand  the  writer.  In  what  Mr. 
M.  had  said,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  he  had  had 
no  intention  to  call  in  question  the  qualifications  of 
Mr.  Attree  as  a reporter,  or  the  accuracy  of  the 
Herald;  but  he  had,  on  the  perusal  of  his  report  of 
Mr.  Jatfary’s  speech  on  the  necessity  of  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York  employing  an  agent  at  Wash- 
ington, been  led  at  once  to  conclude  that  it  must 
have  been  a burlesque  of  the  speech  actually  de- 
livered; for  he  could  not  believe  that  any  one,  who 
wished,  as  Mr.  Jatfary  did,  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  a law  in  congress,  could  ever  he  so  blind  to  his 
own  interests  as  to  make  such  a speech  as  that  given 
as  his  in  the  New  York  Herald. 

But  further  Mr.  Jatfary  had  himself  published  in 
that  very  paper,  a letter  or  card,  positively  denying 
the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  representing  it  as 
a caricature  of  his  remarks;  which  card  had  been 
published  in  the  Herald,  without  editorial  comment 
or  remark,  to  his  knowledge.  Hence  Mr.  M.  con- 
cluded, of  course,  as  any  man  would  naturally  con- 
clude, that  the  report  was  admitted  by  the  editor  to 
have  been,  as  it  was  charged  to  be,  a mere  playful 
burlesque.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  there  to  defend 
Mr.  Jatfary,  nor  was  he  there  to  assail  any  man. 
When  the  report  of  Mr.  Jaffary’s  letter  had  been 
read,  he  perceived  that  it  had  more  effect  in  the 
house  than  he  could  have  thought  it  at  all  likely  to 
have;  and  apprehending  that  the  character  of  the 
great  body  of  the  merchants  of  New  York  might 
possibly  be  injuriously  atfected  by  the  impression 
it  produced,  and  from  the  comments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams ] on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  at  which  it  had  been  deli- 
vered, Mr.  M.  as  in  duty  bound,  had  risen  in  their 
defence,  and  had  endeavored  to  show  that  they 
were  in  no  wise  justly  implicated.  As  to  this  Mr. 
Attree,  Mr.  M.  had  no  doubt  he  was  one  of  the  best 
reporters  in  this  country.  He  had  said  nothing 
against  his  capacity  or  character,  but  he  had  ho- 
nestly supposed  the  report  was  a burlesque.  He 
repeated  that  he  had  not  risen  to  defend  Mr.  Jatfary 
or  to  attack  the  editor  or  reporter  of  the  Herald, 
but  merely  to  perform  a duty  to  his  constituents, 
by  perventing  misapprehension  on  this  floor.  As 
an  evidence  of  the  total  contempt  in  which  this 
whole  matter  was  regarded  in  New  York,  in  all 
the  letters  he  had  received  from  that  city,  not  a word 
was  said  in  any  one  of  them  about  it.  In  fact,  it 
was  too  ridiculous  an  atf'air  for  Mr.  M.  to  have  any 
thing  further  to  do  with,  and  he  washed  his  hands 
•of  it. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  Mr.  Monroe,  had  allluded  to  him  as  intending, 
in  any  remarks,  he  had  submitted,  to  injure  the  cha- 
racter of  the  merchants  of  New  York — 

Mr.  Monroe  promptly  interposed  to  disavow  any 
such  idea;  he  was  fully  aware  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  be  one  of  the 
very  last  men  unjustly  to  assail  the  reputation  of  so 
respectable  a body  of  men,  or  of  any  other  class  of 
citizens  throughout  this  country. 

Mr  .Adams  said  this  was  sufficient  for  him.  No 
man  cherished  a higher  respect  for  the  merchants 
of  New  York  than  he  did;  those,  especially,  who 
were,  in  a proper  sense,  American  merchants.  But 
the  meeting,  calling  itself  a meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  consisted  of  a very  different 
description  of  persons,  being  composed,  chiefly,  of 
Scotchmen  and  Yorkshire  clothiers,  the  very  men 
against  whose  frauds  the  bill  he  bad  introduced  was 


[aimed.  As  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Jatfary  on  him- 
'self,  he  should  say  nothing,  save  to  that  portion  of 
them  which  charged  him  with  “having  been  closet- 
ed for  two  hour3  with  the  collector  of  New  York” 
when  Mr.  A.  was  coming  on  to  congress — to  which 
he  plead  guilty;  he  had  been  closeted  with  that 
officer,  though  not  quite  for  two  hours.  He  had 
gone  at  the  request  of  the  collector,  who,  hearing 
of  his  being  in  the  city,  had  sent  a note  to  him  to 
see  him  at  the  custom  house;  and  in  that  conver- 
sation the  collector  had  expressed  a very  strong  de- 
sire that  that  portion  of  the  bill  to  prevent  frauds 
on  the  revenue,  which  Mr.  A.  had  formerly  report- 
ed to  this  house,  should  be  reported  again.  With 
Mr.  Hoyt  or  with  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Mr.  A. 
could  claim  little  political  sympathy;  but  he  had 
gone  as  he  was  requested;  and  there  it  was  stated 
to  him  that  the  frauds  complained  of  were  going 
on  still,  and  that  the  bill  was  as  necessary  now  as  it 
had  ever  been;  and  the  collector  had  observed  that 
his  successor,  whoever  he  might  be,  would  find  it 
so.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  entertained  the 
same  degree  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  And  Mr. 
A.  would  do  both  these  officers  of  government  the 
justice  to  say  that  he  believed,  in  this  matter,  they 
were  disposed  to  discharge  their  public  duty  with 
fidelity;  and  he  was  willing,  in  this  thing,  to 
give  to  the  proper  wishes  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment all  the  support  in  that  house  he  was  able. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  moved  that  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  military  af- 
fairs be  referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs. 

Mr.  Adams  objected.  He  said  that  the  practice 
for  several  years  had  been  for  the  house  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  for  some  friend  of  the  president  then  to  portion 
out  the  president’s  message  among  the  appropriate 
committees,  by  which  means  the  whole  of  the  do- 
cument came  under  the  consideration  of  the  house. 
It  was  a good  practice,  and  presented  the  only 
mode  by  which  the  house  could  get  full  possession 
of  every  part  of  the  message.  But,  within  the 
last  few  years,  examples  had  crept  in  which  he 
hoped,  for  all  future  times  would  stand  as  warnings 
and  not  as  admonitions,  of  not  considering  the 
message  in  committee  of  the  whole,  but  of  indivi- 
dual gentlemen  picking  out  particular  subjects  in 
it,  and  having  them  referred  to  their  own  commit- 
tees. This  practice  was  not  only  irregular,  but 
highly  inexpedient  and  injurious,  producing  utter 
confusion  in  the  legislation  of  the  house.  It  pre- 
vented the  house  from  getting  the  whole  message 
under  its  discussion;  and  that  which  it  did  discuss 
was  discussed  under  exposure,  every  moment,  to 
the  previous  question,  by  which  free  discussion  and 
full  and  ripe  consideration  was  prevented.  Here 
a gentleman  wanted  one  particular  portion  of  the 
message  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, but  as  Mr.  A.  considered  the  portions  of  the 
message  on  that  subject  as  highly  important,  he 
desired  the  whole  message  should  first  be  consi 
dered  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union;  and  he  felt  the  rather  anxious  on  this 
point  because  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  mi- 
litary committee  at  the  last  session  had  proposed  to 
add  some  1,500  to  1,600  men  to  the  standing  army 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  house  did  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  should  very  pro- 
bably deliver  sentiments  on  several  of  the  sub- 
jects it  contained  very  different  from  those  express- 
ed by  the  president.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  change  his  motion. 

Mr.  Thompson  consented,  in  pursuance  of  this 
suggestion,  to  change  his  motion  for  one  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  president’s  message, 
and  make  it  the  sppcial  order  on  Monday  next. 
He  denied,  expressly,  that  the  bill  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  alluded  as  introduced  last 
session  did  propose  to  augment,  by  a single  officer 
or  man,  tire  standing  army  of  the  United  Slates; 
but  its  object  was  to  protect  a frontier  exposed  to 
the  utmost  dangers  from  savage  depredation  and 
massacre. 

The  motion,  requiring  two-thirds,  was  not  agreed 
to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Thompson  gave  notice  that  he 
should  renew  his  motion  on  Monday  next. 

While  petitions  were  being  presented  to-day,  Mr. 
Garret  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  move 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  ob- 
jected to: 

Whereas  the  majority  of  this  house,  about  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  congress,  did  decide  that  Peter 
D.  Vrooni,  Philemon  Dickerson,  William  R.  Cooper, 
Daniel  B.  Ryall  and  Joseph  Kille,  were  “entitled  to 
occupy  as  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  the 
five  contested  seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey;’’ 
and  said  majority,  with  the  exception  of  the  members 
on  the  committee  of  elections,  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  examining  the  testimony  relating  to  said  contested 
seats,  and  yet  refused  to  permit  said  testimony  to  be 


read  to  the  house,  and  proceeded  to  adjudge  and  de- 
cide the  right  to  said  seats  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
merits  of  the  contest;  therefore, 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  aforesaid  decision  of  the 
majority  of  this  house  ought  to  be  rescinded,  set  aside, 
and  held  for  naught. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will,  in  conformity  to  all 
precedent,  to  the  decency,  dignity  and  justice  of  such 
proceedings,  and  to  the  sanction  of  their  oaths  and 
their  duty  as  judges  of  the  case,  thoroughly  examine 
the  testimony,  taken  by  its  order,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
flicting claims  to  said  seats,  and  will  then  impartially 
decide  the  right  of  the  said  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Philemon 
Dickerson,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall  and  Jo- 
seph Kille,  of  the  one  part,  and  of  John  B.  Avcrigg, 
Charles  C.  Stratton,  J.  B.  Maxwell,  William  Halsted 
and  T.  Jones  Yorko,  of  the  other  part,  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  all  the  memorials  and 
other  papers  on  file  in  relation  to  French  spoliations 
previous  to  1800,  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs;  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  this  subject  on 
Tuesday,  the  7th  of  January  next. 

Mr.  Lane  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
confirm  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  by 
her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
which  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe 
river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary.  The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  4.  At  the  usual  hour  the  house 
was  called  to  order.  No  chaplain  being  present 
the  clerk  proceeded  immediately  to  read  the  jour- 
nal. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  the  fol- 
lowing communications;  1.  from  the  first  comptrol- 
ler of  the  treasury;  2.  from  the  navy  department; 
3.  department  of  state;  4.  wardepartment;  5.  from 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  relative 
to  his  proceedings  concerning  the  public  printing, 
denying  that  he  had  any  interest  in  the  contract. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject  of  refe- 
rence of  the  latter, 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that 
it  be  printed;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  that  subject;  which  was 
carried. 

A number  of  petitions  were  then  presented  from 
the  different  slates. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported  a bill  making  new  provi- 
sion respecting  navy  pensions,  and  repealing  cer- 
tain acts  respecting  them,  and  moved  to  refer  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  that  it  be  printed — carried. 

After  the  presentation  of  a number  of  reports, 
Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  house  document  of  last  session  No.  185, 
respecting  the  Amistad,  reported  that  they  had  in- 
vestigated the  case.  That  there  had  been  a falsifi- 
cation of  the  document;  the  word  “sound”  had  been 
substituted  for  “ladinos.”  and  that  it  had  been 
done  at  the  office  of  the  Globe. 

Mr.  Barnard  presented  a modification  of  the  re- 
solutions'offered  by  him  some  days  since  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  finances. 

Mr.  B.  after  the  reading  of  the  resolutions  as  mo- 
dified, rose  and  was  about  to  proceed  with  some  re- 
marks; when  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Hand 
asked  that  the  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  (which  had  just  been  announced)  be 
read,  as  it  contained  matter  of  importance  in  relation 
to  the  tariff,  &c. 

Mr.  Barnard  would  yield  the  floor  for  the  mere 
reading  of  the  message,  but  that  would  probably 
call  for  other  debate,  and  he  declined  so  doing. 

He  then  spoke  at  some  length,  but  was  "inter- 
rupted; a motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  that  the  house  now  taken  up  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Which  motion  was  carried:  yeas  79,  nays  62. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  some  additional  cor- 
respondence that  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Fox, 
the  British  minister,  and  Mr  Forsyth,  the  secretary 
of  state,  relative  to  the  burning  of  the  Carolina  and 
the  case  of  McLeod.  The  message  and  documents 
were  read.  [For  decuments  see  page  290.] 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  message  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  loreign  relations,  and  5,000  extra  copies 
thereof  be  printed. 

Before  taking  his  seat,  Mr.  F.  desired  to  make  a 
remark  in  reference  to  the  communication  from  the 
minister  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  his  state- 
ments about  the  Caroline.  The  boat  belonged  to  a 
man  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  by  the  name  of  William 
Wells,  a peaceable  citizen.  It  neither  belonged  to 
the  patriots,  nor  was  it  under  their  control  or  autho- 
rity— and  what  reason  is  there  (he  asked)  for  the 
appellation  that  is  given  to  that  boat,  by  the  mini- 
ster of  Great  Britain,  who  has  called  it  a piratical 
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vessel.  He  believed  it  to  be  an  entire  mistake.  It 
had  no  connection  with  the  patriots.  The  simple 
facts  were  these:  Wells,  during  the  time  that  the  in- 
surgents were  occupying  Navy  island  in  the  Niaga- 
ra river — which  island  is  on  the  Canadian  side  of 
that  river — was  the  owner  of  this  boat.  He  appli- 
ed to  the  custom  house  for  a license  to  run  that 
boat  as  a ferry  boat  at  Schlossing.  The  boat  was 
duly  licensed  at  our  custom  house,  and  went  down 
the  river  on  the  day  previous  to  its  destruction,  and 
stopped  at  Schlossing.  It  passed  over  once  or 
twice,  carrying  passengers  that  afternoon,  and  re- 
turned again  to  our  own  shore,  and  was  moored  at 
our  own  wharf — not  within  the  national  territory 
of  the  United  States — but  ihe  undoubted  territory, 
as  much  as  this  where  we  now  stand.  There  it  was 
left  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet  charge  of  the  watch 
of  the  boat,  who  were  wholly  unarmed.  The  proof 
is,  that  there  was  but  one  solitary  arm  ou  the  boat, 
and  that  a pocket  pistol,  without  ammunition  and 
without  being  loaded.  While  the  boat  thus  lay  at 
our  wharf,  she  was  attacked  by  an  armed  force, 
which  it  now  appears  was  sent  from  the  Canadian 
shore  for  that  purpose — was  attacked  without  any 
warning,  and  one  or  two  persons  killed— the  boat 
itself  taken  out  into  the  stream  above  the  falls,  set 
on  fire,  and  sent  over  the  falls.  This  was  the  out- 
rage— the  arson  that  has  been  complained  of — and 
this  murder  of  one  of  our  citizens  wholly  unarmed, 
who  had  his  brains  beat  out,  and  was  found  the 
next  morning  on  the  wharf;  and  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  some  others  went  over  the  falls 
in  the  boat,  who  had  been  killed  or  so  wounded  as 
to  be  unable  to  make  their  escape. 

This  presents  something  of  a difficult  question. 
By  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York,  this  was  a 
murder,  and  the  person  committing  the  murder  and 
arson  is  liable  to  be  tried  and  punished  by  the  laws 
of  this  state,  and  neither  the  government  nor  the 
executive  of  the  government  has  (as  he  could  con- 
ceive of)  control  over  the  case  unless  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  should  see  fit  to  respond  by 
entering  into  some  treaty  with  us,  and  this  matter 
be  compromised,  and  this  individual  who  is  now 
put  on  his  trial  for  murder  could  in  this  way  be  par- 
doned, and  in  no  other  way  can  it  be  done.  He  was 
uncertain  whether  it  could  be  done  in  this  way,  but 
this  was  the  only  way.  But  if  the  same  spirit  is 
manifested  by  the  powers  at  home  that  seems  to 
have  been  by  the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  the  ne- 
cessary course  of  events  must  be  a concussion  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  F.  had  no  doubt  that  McLeod  would  be  tried 
— he  hoped  he  was  innocent — but  if  guilty,  had  no 
doubt  that  he  would  be  executed  unless  it  is  pre- 
vented by  the  treaty-making  power  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Pickens  hoped  there  would  be  as  little  as  pos- 
sible said  or  done  in  this  juncture  of  excited  feel- 
ings. He  hoped  the  communications  would  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the 
printing  five  thousand  exlra  copies.  The  principles 
involved  were  of  very  great  importance.  It  has 
been  averred  by  the  British  minister  that  the  per- 
petrator of  this  murder,  in  a profound  time  of  peace, 
was  not  amenable  to  the  laws  of  our  land.  This  is 
asserted  on  the  principle  of  national  law — suppose 
we  consent  to  this?  What  is  necessary  to  bring  the 
case  within  the  principles  of  national  jurisprudence? 
That  the  order  should  come  from  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  that  country  that  thus  sends  her  invading 
force  into  our  territory.  We  had  yet  seen  no  order. 
Lord  Palmerston  has  even,  to  this  very  hour,  pre- 
served profound  silence  on  this  subject.  Now,  sir, 
I am  inclined  to  think  that  if  an  inferior  officer  at- 
tached to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  without  autho- 
rity, invades  our  territory  in  time  of  peace,  and 
takes  the  life  of  our  citizens,  that  such  person,  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  is  a murderer,  and  liable 
to  be  punished  as  such  if  we  can  get  hold  of  him. 
He  wished  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  to 
give  the  house  their  opionion  on  this  point,  and  to 
do  this  with  a view  to  other  measures  which  may 
possibly  grow  up  out  of  this.  There  were  other 
things  involved  in  this  correspondence  of  very  deep 
moment  to  this  country:  and  that  is  the  question  in 
reference  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  and  the 
union;  and  to  this  point  he  wished  the  committee 
on  foreign  atlairs  to  turn  their  attention,  and  report 
whether  the  United  States  have  any  right  to  inter- 
fere, and  whether  the  question  is  not  altogether 
within  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  state  of  New  York. 
He  deprecated  collision  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  but  if  Great  Britain  should  en- 
croach on  us,  and  urge  us,  then  he  hoped  to  see  the 
United  Slates  lake  possession  of  the  mouths  of  all  the 
rivers  that  have  tlieir  sources  in  the  United.  States. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  had  watched  with  some 
degree  of  solicitude  these  questions,  but  what  was 
altogether  more  humiliating,  in  his  estimation,  was 


the  crouching  sycophancy  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  towards  Great  Britain.  What  is  the  nature 
of  Ihe  correspondence?  You  are  told  that  yonr  ci- 
tizens are  perjured  outlaws,  and  your  courts  of  jus- 
tice are  aspersed  as  a mere  mockery.  Has  it  come 
to  this,  that  the  people  of  this  country  have  no 
rights  to  be  defended? 

The  present  executive  has  some  intimations  that 
his  course  has  not  received  the  sanction  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  Harrison  shall  come  up  to  the  mark,  and 
demand  retributive  justice,  he  shall  have  in  this  act, 
at  least,  my  humble  and  hearty  co-operation.  He 
had  heard  so  much  about  amicable  correspondence, 
that  his  ear  was  wearied  with  it.  He  wished  that 
this  “land  of  the  lion  heart  and  eagle  eye”  should 
not  crouch  to  Great  Britain  even  in  the  relinquish- 
ment of  a single  acre  of  land.  He  had  such  Ame- 
rican feelings  as  he  trusted  they  all  had — such  as 
urged  him  to  say  that  this  correspondence  before 
the  house  by  the  British  minister  was  an  unwar- 
rantable and  unjustifiable  attack  on  the  rights  of 
American  citizens. 

Mr.  Weller  thought  no  advantage  would  result  on 
the  debate  of  the  question  in  this  shape — and  hav- 
ing already  had  a sufficient  exhibition  of  patriotism 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Granger  asked  that  the  previous  question  be 
withdrawn  to  enable  him  to  say  one  word.  He  said 
that  the  person  who  is  involved  in  this  controversy 
and  soon  to  be  brought  to  his  trial  in  western  New 
York,  was  not  to  be  denied  the  right  of  impartial 
trial,  which  is  granted  to  every  one  in  this  country'. 

When  McLeod  shall  be  brought  to  his  trial,  he 
will  have  every  advantage  the  law  secures  to  him, 
and  the  trial  shall  be  as  cool  and  dispassionate  as 
the  trial  of  one  of  our  citizens.  If,  on  trial,  he  shall 
be  found  innocent,  he  will  be  acquitted — if  proved 
guilty,  will  be  condemned;  and  il  condemned,  will 
be  executed — his  execution  being  due  to  the  supre- 
premacy  of  the  laws  in  that  State. 

This  act  performed — if  the  British  government 
should  hastily  undertake  to  redress  this  supposed 
wrong,  she  will  find  in  western  New  York  the  same 
blood  that  was  there  in  1812,  unbought  by  British 
gold — unbought,  and  only  to  be  bought  by  that  love 
of  country  which  pervades  the  people,  and  the 
whole  people.  He  had  no  fear  that  the  nation 
would  ever  crouch  to  the  British  lion.  She  will 
act  calmly  and  dispassionately;  will  execute  her 
laws;  and  when  properly  executed,  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  need  not  fear  that  the  general  govern- 
ment or  New  York,  will  quail  before  the  British 
lion. 

Mr.  Hand  offered  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion, which  was  lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  Ihe  motion  to  refer 
the  correspondence  to  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  that  five  thousand  extra  copies  thereof  be 
printed,  was  carried. 

And,  on  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  5.  Mr.  Slee.nrod  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused from  further  service  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  revolutionary  pensions  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  an  affection  of  his  eyes.  His  request 
was  granted,  and  another  member  will  be  substitut- 
ed in  his  place  on  that  committee. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  sundry  com- 
munications, viz: 

1.  A letter  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri, transmitting  the  copy  of  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  that  state,  entitled  “an  act  for  ascer- 
taining and  settling  the  northern  boundary  line  of 
the  state  of  Missouri.”  Referred  to  the  committee 
ori  the  territories. 

2.  A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  transmit- 
ting a statement  of  the  disbursements  for  contingen- 
cies for  his  department  for  the  last  year.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  expenses  in  the  post  office  de- 
partment. 

3.  Another  letter  from  the  postmaster  general, 
accompanied  with  a copy  of  the  abstractor  the  offers 
for  carrying  the  mails  made  within  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  1st  of  July,  1840.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  announced  the  special  order  set  for 
this  day  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  elections 
made  at  the  last  session  on  the  memorial  of  Charles 
J.  Ingersoli  contesting  the  right  of  Charles  Naylor 
to  a seat  in  the  house  as  the  representative  from  the 
third  district  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  when 
Mr.  Medilt  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  peuuoner,  Charles  J.  Ingersoli. 
be  permitted  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  that  he  as  well 
as  the  silling  member  have  leave  to  address  this  house 
on  the  subject  of  the  contested  election  for  the  third 
consressional  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to,  without  a division.  But  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams  rose  and  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  thus  taken. 

In  assigning  his  reasons  for  this  motion,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  did  not  understand  that  Mr.  Ingersoli  claim- 


ed a seat;  he  did  not  understand  that  that  gentleman 
came  here  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his  own 
right,  or  the  right  of  those  whom  he  professed  to 
represent.  The  case,  therefore,  it  seemed  to  him, 
Mr.  W.  could  not  be  properly  advocated  by  Mr. 
Ingersoli  himself;  neither  had  any  other  individual 
within  that  congressional  di  strict  such  a right.  The 
course  proposed  by  the  resolution  was.  therefore, 
irregular,  unusual  and  improper.  He,  Mr.  W.  had 
no  objection  that  Mr.  Ingersoli  should  come  here 
and  sustain  his  own  right  to  a seat;  but,  so  far  as 
he,  Mr.  W.  knew,  that  gentleman  did  not  himself 
claim  to  occupy  the  seat  of  Mr.  Naylor. 

Mr.  Medill  did  not  know,  he  said,  how  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Williams)  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Ingersoli  did  not  come 
here  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his  own  right  to 
a seat.  By  reference  to  the  files  of  the  house,  it 
would  be  seen  not  only  that  a memorial  had  been 
presented  by  a large  proportion  of  citizens  of  the 
third  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
also  that  there  was  a petition  from  Mr.  Ingersoli 
himself,  in  which  he  set  forth  that  frauds  were  com- 
mitted in  the  election  there,  and  that,  if  justice  was 
done,  he  would  himself  be  placed  in  the  seat  which 
was  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Naylor.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  elections.  Two  re- 
ports were  made,  (which  were  presented  to  the 
house  about  three  days  before  the  close  of  the  last 
session);  one  of  the  reports  sustaining  the  sitting 
member,  and  the  other  declaring  that  the  election 
had  been  carried  by  fraud.  That  was  the  question 
which  now’  came  up  for  the  decision  of  this  house. 
The  committe  of  elections  had  discharged  their  du- 
ty by  taking  all  the  testimony  they  could  collect 
ar.d  presenting  their  views.  It  now  remained  for 
the  house  to  determine  which  of  the  two  reports 
was  correct,  and  whether  the  seat  belonged  right- 
fully to  the  sitting  member  or  to  the  gentleman  who 
appeared  here  to  claim  it.  Why  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  undertook  to  intimate  that  Mr. 
Ingersoli  had  withdraw  his  claim  to  the  seat,  he 
(Mr.  M.)  could  not  undertake  to  say;  but  he  knew 
that  he  had  neither  heard  nor  seen  any  thing  to  jus- 
tify such  a conclusion.  And  Mr.  Ingersoli  was  now 
here  demanding  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion presented  by  the  minority  of  the  committee  of 
elections  and  the  concluding  part  of  the  report,  in 
order  to  see  whether  there  was  any  thing  about  Mr. 
Ingersoli  retaining  his  right  to  the  seat. 

And  the  same  having  been  read — Mr.  F.  said  he 
believed  that  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  so  far 
as  they  were  material  to  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, were  substantially  these:  Mr.  Ingersoli,  with 
various  other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition  to  this  house,  alleging  that  there  had  been 
fraud  in  the  election  in  the  3d  congressional  dis- 
trict of  that  state,  and  praying  that  it  might  be  set 
aside,  and,  as  he  (Mr.  F.)  believed,  also  claiming 
the  seat  for  Mr.  Ingersoli,  although  on  that  point 
he  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  speak  positively.  The  com- 
mittee of  elections  went  into  the  investigation  of 
the  subject,  and  took  testimony;  and  the  majority 
of  the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no 
fraud  had  been  shown,  and  recommended  a resolu- 
tion for  the  adoption  of  this  house,  setting  forth 
that  Mr.  Naylor  was  duly  elected.  The  minority 
of  the  committee  also  made  a report,  [as  would  be 
seen  on  reference  to  the  documents],  impugning 
the  validity  of  Mr.  Naylor’s  election;  but,  if  he, 
(Mr.  F.)  remembered  rigid,  not  contending  that 
there  was  any  evidence  before  the  committee  to 
show  that  Mr.  Ingersoli  was  elected.  He,  (Mr. 
F.)  therefore,  under  such  a state  of  facts,  consider- 
ed the  contest  now  in  the  same  light  as  if  the  ques- 
tion had  been  raised  by  any  other  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania;  and  he  was  wil  ing  to  give 
his  vote  on  that  ground  for  the  right  of  any  citizen 
to  contest  the  seat  of  any  member  of  this  house. 
It  did  not  result,  as  a matter  of  necessary  conse- 
quence, that  the  opposing  candidate  was  to  be  ti  e 
only  coritestor  to  the  right  of  the  seat;  it  was  a 
right  which  belonged  to  any  citizen  who  thought 
Mr.  Naylor  was  not  properly  elected.  The  house, 
in  his  view,  was  to  act  in  a judicial  capacity — as  a 
court  of  justice — .and  the  only  question  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  this  house  would  act,  w’as  a ques- 
tion of  convenience.  It  had  been  found  convenient 
and  expedient  in  all  courts  to  counsel  on  both  sides 
of  litigated  questions.  It  might  not  perhaps  be  an 
inherent  right  to  have  counsel;  but  it  was  conveni- 
ent and  expedien*;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
claim  to  have  them  was  as  perfect  here  as  it  could 
be  in  a court  of  justice.  Here  was  a case  brought 
before  the  house  for  its  adjudication;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  Mr.  Ingersoli,  who  had  raised  this  ques- 
tion, should  be  permitted  to  be  heard  as  well  as  Mr. 
Naylor.  And  il  seemed  to  him,  (Mr.  F.)  that  it 
made  no  difference  whether  the  former  claimed  the 
seat  or  not.  The  contest  was  equally  important  to 
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the  country;  and  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  have 
the  wrong  corrected,  it  wrong  existed,  was  equal- 
ly good.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  understood  to  say  that  he  thought 
the  bouse  had  committed  a great  error,  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  in  refusing  the  members  from 
New  Jersey  who  claimed  their  seats  an  opportunity 
ofbeing  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house.  Now,  here 
was  a case  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which 
Mr.  Ingersoll  claimed  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Nay- 
lor was  effected  by  fraud,  and  that,  if  justice  were 
done,  the  sitting  member  would  be  removed  from 
his  seat.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  of  no  case,  within  the 
last  ten  years  in  w hich  a person  claiming  a seat  had 
not  been  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house.  He  thought 
it  was  the  right  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  to  be  heard. — 
There  was  great  propriety  in  his  being  heard  upon 
the  ground  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr  .Fillmore).  He  (Mr.  B.)  thought  that 
it  would  be  not  only  inexpedient,  but  manifestly  un- 
just, when  a rival  candidate  came  here  to  contest 
the  right  of  a man  who  was  in  his  seat,  and  who 
claimed  that  right — it  would,  he  repeated,  be  most 
manifest  injustice  not  to  hear  him  at  the  bar  of  the 
house.  It  was  right  that  the  setting  member  should 
also  be  heard.  He  (Mr.  B.)  hoped  that  the  vote 
would  not  be  reconsidered;  and  that  the  house  would 
do  that  justice  in  this  case  which  was  refused  to  the 
five  members  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio, 
who  yielded  it  to  enable  Mr.  Garret  Davis  to  ask 
for  the  reading  of  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
(above  referred  to).  The  memorial  not  being  at  the 
moment  on  the  clerk’s  table — 

Mr.  Mason  considered  the  resolution  offered  by 
his  colleague  (Mr . Medill)  as  a very  proper  one. 
He  (Mr.  Mason)  had  entertained  the  same  opinion 
at  the  time  the  New'  Jersey  case  was  before  the 
house,  and  he  had  then  the  honor  of  offering  a reso- 
lution of  the  same  import  as  this;  but  which  under 
the  influences  then  prevailing,  was  rejected  by  an 
inexorable  majority,  some  of  whom  w'ere  at  this 
present  moment  engaged  in  attempting  to  have  the 
inestimable  privileges  there  claimed  extended  to  one 
of  their  own  friends.  Where  then  was  the  desire 
of  these  gentlemen  that  the  parties  coming  here  by 
virtue  of  documents  emanating  from  the  highest 
authority  of  the  state  should  be  permited  to  plead 
their  case  at  the  bar  of  this  house?  He  was  glad, 
however,  to  see  a returning  sense  of  justice,  as  in- 
dicated by  the  resolution  now  proposed.  The  un- 
exampled outrage  perpetrated  in  that  case  had  reach- 
ed the  ears  of  the  people,  and  they  had  responded 
to  it  in  terms  which  he  hoped,  would  be  remember- 
ed after  the  existence  of  the  present  congress. 
They  were  now,  he  hoped,  about  to  return  to  the 
good  old  practices  of  the  republican  school,  accord- 
ing to  which,  as  he  had  read  and  understood  them, 
it  was  the  privilege  of  a person  who  had  been  re- 
turned to  this  house  as  a member,  and  of  him  who 
contested  the  validity  of  the  return,  or  the  truth  of 
the  election,  to  appear  at  the  bar  and  be  heard  “by 
himself  or  his  counsel,”  (to  use  the  words  of  his 
own  reselution  of  the  last  session,  which  had  been 
scowled  down  by  a fierce  majority).  It  was  pro- 
per, therefore,  that  the  resolution  should  have  been 
adopted,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  re- 
scinded. 

It  was  proper,  however,  that  the  vote  should  be 
reconsidered,  for  purposes  of  explanation.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  Mr.  Ingersoll  claimed  a 
seat  in  this  house  by  virtue  of  an  election  by  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania.  He  (Mr.  M.)  supposed 
that  it  was  with  a view  to  ascertain  that  fact  that 
the  reading  of  the  memorial  had  been  called  for. 
For  his  own  part,  he  would  give  counsel  not  only 
to  the  contesting  member,  but  to  the  humblest  of 
the  constituency  who  had  given  a vote  and  who  be- 
lieved that  the  election  had  not  been  rightfully 
achieved.  He  wished  this  house  to  be  considered  a 
great  court  of  justice  as  well  as  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  nation;  and  that  the  great  rules  of  right  should 
not  be  turned  aside  to  secure  political  objects  or 
party  purposes.  Some  atonement  was  due  to  the 
constitution  and  to  the  violated  privileges  of  this 
house,  and  he  hoped  it  would  now  be  made,  and 
that  those  who  might  hereafter  be  in  a majority  in 
this  house  would  avoid,  as  contamination,  the  pre- 
cedent which  had  been  setat  the  last  sessionof  con- 
gress. • 

Mr.  Cushing  said  he  was  in  favor  of  hearing  the 
petitioner,  according  to  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Medill).  He  (Mr.  C.)  was 
in  favor  of  that  motion  for  the  reasons  already  sub- 
mitted by  other  gentlemen,  and  for  this  further  rea- 
son. On  referring  to  the  record,  he  found  that  all 
the  proceedings  in  this  case  were  based  upon  a pe- 
tition of  Mr  Ingersoll.  The  petition  set  forth  that 
he  was  duly  elected,  and  he  claimed  the  seat,  to 
which  he  said  he  was  duly  elected,  as  against  Mr. 


Naylor — the  returned  and  sitting  member.  That 
was  the  record.  These  proceedings  were  in  con- 
tinuation of  that  record.  The  question  before  the 
house  was,  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  that 
petition  of  Mr.  Ingersoll.  Arid  upon  that  petition, 
(record  as  it  was) , and  upon  the  usage  of  the  house, 
he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  was, in  jus- 
tice and  in  equity,  entitled  to  be  heard. 

He  objected,  however,  to  the  form  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  he  asked  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Medill)  to  it.  It  was  unusual  in 
its  terms,  and  there  was  one  expression  to  which 
he  (Mr.  C.)  objected.  The  resolution  was  to  the 
effect  (he  did  not  recollect  the  precise  words)  that 
Mr.  Ingersoll  should  have  leave  to  be  heard  as 
well  as  the  sitting  member.  Now,  Mr.  Naylor  was 
a member  of  this  house,  de  facto  at  least,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  admitted;  he  (Mr.  C.)  said, 
a member  de  jure;  but,  at  all  events,  Mr.  Naylor 
was  a member  de  facto,  and  therefore,  as  such,  he 
had  as  much  right  to  speak  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  or  as  he  Mr.  C.  himself  had;  and  it  did  not 
need  a resolution  of  this  house  to  give  that  right. 

The  very  mention  in  the  resolution  of  leave  to 
speak  was  a denial  ol  his  right  to  speak.  He 
wished  the  gentleman  would  modify  the  terms  of 
his  resolution.  They  were  unusual,  contrary  to 
precedent,  and,  in  words  and  in  spirit,  a denial  of 
the  unquestionable  right  of  the  sitting  member. 

Mr.  Medill  did  not  think  that  the  resolution  con- 
tained any  such  denial.  It  only  provided  that  the 
petitioner  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
with  Mr.  Naylor;  and  he  did  not,  therefore,  see  the 
necessity  of  the  modification  suggested.  He  hoped 
Mr.  Ingersoll  would  be  permitted  to  go  on. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that  if  the  words  he  objected 
to  meant  nothing,  they  were  not  needed  there;  and 
that,  if  they  meant  any  thing,  that  meaning  was  a 
broad  one.  He  must,  therefore,  vote  in  favor  of  the 
reconsideration  unless  the  words  were  struck  out 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  rose  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion to  reconsider;  but,  before  doing  so,  he  said  he 
thought  that  this  proceeding  had  in  many  respects 
been  irregular.  When  the  house  authorised  the 
committee  of  elections  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, it  adopted  an  unusual  and  unprecedented 
course.  He  believed  that  from  the  foundation  of 
the  government  to  this  day,  no  committee  of  elec- 
tions had  been  clothed  with  that  power;  and  for  the 
plainest  of  all  reasons,  that  when  the  house  be- 
stowed this  power,  it  invested  the  committee  with 
inquisitorial  power — it  made  it  a prosecutor  in- 
stead of  a judge.  How  many  drafts  had  been 
made  on  the  contingent  fund  in  consequence  of  this 
power  being  given  to  the  committee  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers;  a committee  which,  by  the 
constitution  and  rules  of  the  house,  was  solely  and 
exclusively  a judge. 

He  wished  to  know  in  what  capacity  Mr.  Inger- 
soll presented  himself  here  to  dav — whether  as  a 
claimant  of  the  seat  occupied  by  Mr.  Naylor,  or  as 
the  attorney  and  agent  of  the  people  who  joined 
with  him  in  the  petition  to  this  house.  This  w’as 
his  chief  object  in  making  this  motion  to  reconsider 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  Mr.  Medill,  had  stated 
he  did  not  know  how  he,  Mr.  VV.  had  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  Mr,  Ingersoll  did  not 
claim  the  seat  in  his  own  behalf.  Certainly  lie,  Mr. 
W.  had  not  spoken  from  the  record.  His  attention 
had  not  been  particularly  drawn  to  that  point;  but 
what  had  been  said  by  the  gpntleman  from  Ohio 
himself,  Mr.  Medill,  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  W.  to 
corroborate  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  not 
here  to  claim  the  seat  for  himself.  The  most  that 
was  pretended  w'as,  that  Mr.  Naylor  w’as  not  enti- 
tled to  his  seat;  and  the  finding  ol  the  minority  of 
the  committee  would  be,  at  all  events,  a justification 
to  him,  Mr.  W.  for  the  opinion  he  had  expressed. 
It  never  was  his  intention  to  limit  the  right  of 
speech  here  on  these  important  subjects.  He  was 
disposed  to  hear  Mr.  Ingersoll,  but  he  wished  to 
know  in  what  capacity  he  appeared.  It  was,  he 
repeated,  with  this  view  that  he  made  the  motion 
to  reconsider;  hut,  as  many  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  acting  seemed  to  be  opposed  to 
it,  he  would  withdraw'  the  motion. 

Mr.  Cushing  renewed  the  motion,  (solely  he  ex- 
plained, for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  modifica- 
tion he  had  named). 

Whereupon,  by  general  consent,  Mr,  Medill  mo- 
dified his  resolution  by  striking  therefrom  the  words 
“as  well  as  the  sitting  member.” 

And  then  Mr.  Cushing  withdrew  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  Barnard  renewed  it. 

He  desired  to  ask  a question  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  Mr.  Medill.  He,  Mr.  B.  took  it  for 
granted  that,  having  submitted  the  motion  in  rela- 
tion to  Mr.  Ingersoll  being  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  he,  Mr.  Medill,  must  be  acquainted  with  the 


fact  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  that  gentleman 
in  addressing  the  house  to  do  so  in  the  way  of  a 
personal  claim  to  a seat? 

Mr.  Medill  (who  was  very  imperfectly  heard) 
was  understood  to  disavow  any  greater  familiarity 
with  the  views  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  than  other  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  possessed;  and  to  recommend  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  Barnard,  to  address 
his  inquiries  to  Mr.  Ingersoll  personally. 

Mr.  Barnard  (having  first  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  first  sentence  of  the  report  of  the  minority) 
proceeded  to  say,  it  was  evident  from  that  report 
that  not  one  of  the  minority  of  the  committee — not 
even,  he  presumed,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  Mr. 
Medill,  himself — had  any  idea  of  presenting  to  this 
house  an  issue  upon  the  question  whether  Mr.  In- 
gersoll was  or  was  not  entitled  to  a seat.  It  was 
true  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  had  petitioned  for  his  seat. 
The  subject  was  sent  to  a committee;  that  commit- 
tee had  examined  it,  and  had  come  into  this  house 
with  a unanimous  report,  in  one  respect,  that  was 
to  say,  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  not  entitled  to  a seat. 
Was  the  house  disposed  to  go  behind  that  report? 

A point  of  order  as  to  the  relevancy  of  these  re- 
marks was  here  raised  by  Mr.  Turney;  but  the 
speaker  having  decided  that  they  were  not  out  of 
order — 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  He  took  it  for  granted  that 
Mr.  Ingersoll  did  originally  ask  the  house  to  con- 
sider his  claim  to  a seat;  but  what  he  (Mr.  H.) 
meant  to  say  was,  that  now  the  only  issue  before  the 
house  was  the  question  presented  by  the  minority 
of  the  committee — namely,  whether  the  election 
should  be  declared  utterly  void,  or  should  be  sent 
back  to  the  people  to  decide  it.  The  question  then 
was  whether  there  was  any  law  or  precedent,  or  any 
propriety  in  allowing  Mr.  Ingersoll  to  be  heard  on 
this  subject.  There  was  just  as  much  propriety  as 
there  would  be  in  permitting  any  other  man  in  that 
district,  or  in  the  nation,  tn  be  heard.  If  the  house 
wanted  council  to  speak  to  them  on  this  question, 
which  was  a question  peculiarly  for  the  house  to 
decide,  they  could  get  counsel  where  they  pleased. 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  the  house  was  now  about 
to  set  a precedent.  A great  wrong  was  committed 
at  the  last  session;  and  he  was  not  for  doing  another, 
a second  wrong,  because  or.e  had  been  already 
done.  There  was  no  example  on  record  in  the  his- 
tory of  this,  nor,  he  supposed,  of  any  other  country, 
where  an  individual  was  permitted  to  come  to  the 
bar  and  to  discourse  on  such  an  issue  as  was  here 
presented.  He  regarded  this  as  a matter  of  great 
consequence. 

Mr.  B.  offered  the  following  as  a substitute  for 
Mr.  Medill’ s resolution,  in  case  the  motion  to  re- 
consider should  prevad. 

“That  Mr.  Ingersoll  have  leave  to  be  heard  at  the 
bar  of  this  house  in  favor  of  his  right  to  a seat  in 
in  this  house  in  place  of  Mr.  Charles  Naylor.” 

Mr.  Garret  Davis  said  (hat  when  a seat  was  con- 
tested in  any  legislature,  as  a general  principle 
both  gentlemen  claiming  had  the  right,  by  courtesy 
and  parliamentary  usage,  to  be  heard.  For  what 
hud  Mr.  Ingersoil  petitioned?  If  for  a seat  for 
himself,  he  had  a right  to  be  heard,  because  he  pe- 
titioned for  something  which  he  claimed  as  belong- 
ing to  himself  personally.  As  he  (Mr.  D.)  un- 
derstood the  matter,  Mr.  Ingersoll  insisted  on  his 
right  to  a seat,  and  in  support  of  that  claim  he  had 
a light  to  be  heard;  but  in  no  other  state  of  cir- 
cumstances had  he  that  right.  If  it  were  other- 
wise, every  individual  whose  name  was  appended  to 
the  petition  had  a right  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  the  previous  question;  but 
withdrew  it  on  the  request  of 

Mr.  Jllford  who  submitted  a few  remarks,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  show  that  an  issue  hail 
been  made  up  between  Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr.  Inger- 
soll— the  one  having  and  the  other  claiming  the 
seat — and  that  issue  could  in  no  wise  be  changed 
by  the  action  of  the  committee  of  elections,  but 
was  to  be  decided,  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the 
house  in  a judicial  capacity;  that  the  issue  had  not 
been  changed;  and  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  had  a right 
to  be  heard  in  his  own  behalf. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Jllford  arid 
Barnard,  the  previous  question  was  called  by  Mr. 
Turney,  (who  met  all  appeals  lor  its  withdrawal 
with  a negative),  and  there  was  a second  to  the  call. 
The  main  question  being  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Medill  was 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, yeas  41,  nays  140. 

The  speaker  thereupon  informed  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
(who  appeared  at  the  bar)  that  the  house  had  pass- 
ed a resolution  that  he  should  be  heard,  &c. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  then  rose  and  addressed  the  house 
in  support  of  his  claim,  and  had  proceeded  about  an 
hour,  when,  without  having  concluded,  he  gave 
way  for  a motion  to  adjourn;  which,  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Abolition.  About  the  1st  November  last,— that  is, 
immediately  after  the  late  presidential  election  in  Penn- 
sylvania,— a highly  respectable  correspondent  in  Phi- 
ladelphia wrote  us  that  Thomas  Earle,  the  abolition 
candidate  for  vice  president,  voted  the  Van  Buren 
presidential  ticket  in  that  city.  This  item  was  copied 
at  the  time  into  the  National  Intelligencer,  and  a letter 
from  Mr.  E.  published  in  that  paper  of  yesterday,  de- 
clares that  the  statement  is  unfounded  in  fact. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

Bones  of  Black  Hawk.  We  gather  the  following 
facts  from  the  Burlington  (I.  T.)  Hawk-eye. 

These  bones  which  were  stolen  from  the  grave 
about  a year  since  have  been  received  and  are  now  in 
the  governor’s  office.  The  wampum,  hat,  &c.  which 
were  buried  with  the  old  chief,  have  been  returned 
with  the  bones.  It  appears  that  they  were  taken  to 
St.  Louis  and  there  cleaned;  they  were  then  sent  to 
Quincy  to  a dentist  to  be  put  up  and  wired  previous  to 
being  sent  east.  The  dentist  was  cautioned  not  to  de- 
liver them  to  anyone  until  a requisition  should  be 
made  by  gov.  Lucas.  Gov.  L.  made  the  necessary  re- 
quisition; and  they  were  sent  up  a few  days  since,  by 
the  mayor  of  Quincy  and  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
tlie  governor.  He  has  sent  word  to  Nasheaskuk, 
Black  Hawk’s  son,  or  to  the  family,  and  some  of  them 
will  probably  call  for  them  in  a few  days.  Mr.  Edgar- 
ton,  the  phrenologist,  has  taken  an  exact  drawing  of 
the  skull. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  We  learn  from  the  Bos- 
ton Morning  Post  the  following  particulars  respecting 
the  cost  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument.  The  original 
cost,  for  the  entire  height  of  two  hundred  feet,  as  esti- 
mated by  Mr.  Willard,  the  architect,  was  $67,000 
The  work,  so  far  as  built,  has  not  much  exceeded  this 
estimate.  The  receipts  of  the  association,  since  its 


organization,  have  been  as  follows: 

First  subscriptions  of  members,  $54,010 

Legislative  donation,  10.000 

Ladies’  subscription,  2,500 

Raised  on  mortgage  of  land  and  monument.  23,400 
Subscription  through  Mechanics  society,  21,000 

Lease  of  land,  1,359 

Tax  for  ascending  monument,  about  2,000 

Donations  of  two  citizens,  20,000 

Proceeds  of  September  fair,  1810,  32,000 


$166,269 

The  mortgaged  land  was  sold  in  October,  1834,  for 
$25  000,  which  paid  that  debt.  The  actual  receipts, 
therefore,  have  been  over  $166,000,  which  is  much 
more  than  double  the  original  estimates  of  the  cost. 

These  facts  are  not  stated  to  censure  any  one,  but 
simply  to  justify  the  people  of  New  England,  who 
have  been  most  unjustly  charged  with  want  of  gene- 
rosity and  patriotism,  in  not.  completing  the  monu- 
ment. It  will  be  seen,  that,  at  the  first,  a sum  was 
promptly  raised  within  three  thousand  dollars  ol  the 
whole  estimated  cost.  Having  done  that,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  raise  additional  subscriptions,  after  it  w as  sup- 
posed the  requisite  sum  had  once  been  provided,  and 
but  for  the  ladies,  it  never  could  have  been  done.  To 
them  belongs  the  crowning  honor  of  the  achievement, 
and  the  lofty  column,  when  completed,  will  be  no  less 
a monument  of  their  perseverance  and  patriotism, 
than  of  the  deeds  of  our  fathers. 

[Pkilad.  North  Amer. 

The  northeastern  boundary.  Major  Graham 
and  party  passed  through  Bangor  recently,  on  their 
return  from  running  the  meridian  line  north  of  the 
monument,  at  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  river.  The 
Whig  says,  the  line  has  been  run  as  far  north  as  the 
Aroostook  river,  at  which  place  the  new  line  is  about 
half  a mile  east  of  the  old  line.  One  portion  of  the 
party  has  been  engaged  in  taking  a line  from  the  tide 
water  at  Calais  to  (Tie  monument,  and  thence  following 
major  Graham.  The  survey  will  be  resumed  in 
March,  and  carried  through  in  the  course  of  the  sea- 
son to  the  St.  Lawrence  river. 

A late  number  of  the  Frederickton  Sentinel  states 
that  the  presence  of  the  detachment  of  the  56  h regi- 
ment in  the  Madawaska  settlement,  is  connected  with 
the  unjustifiable  proceedings  and  coarse  threats  of  the 
individual  in  charge  of  the  armed  posse  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  Fish  river.  It  is  ru- 
mored that  these  troops  are  shortly  to  be  replaced  by 
an  armed  civil  posse,  similar  to  that  maintained  by 
Maine,  and  that  a block  house  is  to  be  constructed  on 
the  Madawaska  settlement,  for  their  accommodation. 

Cotton  crop.  We  have  already  noticed  the  fact 
that  the  crop  in  South  Carolina  is  considerably  defi- 
cient— and  we  have  now  before  us  a special  message 
from  the  governor  of  Alabama,  in  which  he  says, 
“the  cotton  crop  ot  the  present  year  has  been  gene- 
rally gathered,  and  the  quantity  raised  has  fallen  so 
far  below  the  most  reasonable  calculation,  that,  with- 
out a forbearance  on  the  part  of  creditors,  not  to  be 
expected,  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  people  for  the 
next  year  will  be  unprecedented  and  ruinous’’ — and 
calls  upon  the  legislature  to  adopt  such  measures  fur 
the  relief  of  the  people  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
and  proper.  [Amer.  Farmer. 

A writer  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
who  appears  to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject,  says 
that  notwithstanding  the  complaints  which  nave  been 
made  of  short  crops  in  the  cotton  growing  regions  of 
our  country,  the  stock  on  hand  in  Liverpool  at  the 
latest  dates  was  in  excess  183,000  bales,  compared 


with  the  same  period  in  1839,  and  that  the  prices  of 
the  article  are  comparatively  lower  in  England  than  in 
this  country. 

Coloring  marble.  The  art  of  coloring  marble,  so 
as  to  give  it  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  tints  has 
been  recently  carried  to  great  perfection  in  Italy,  by 
M.  Cieeri.  A solution  of  nitrate  of  gold  penetrates 
about  the  twelfth  of  an  inch;  it  gives  a beautiful  violet 
purple.  A solution  of  verdigris  gives  a green  color; 
solution  of  dragon’s  blood  also  penetrates  marble,  giv- 
ing it  a beautiful  red.  It  is  penetrated  by  all  alcohol 
tinctures  of  coloring  woods,  such  as  Brazil  wood,  cam- 
peachy,  &e.  The  alcoholic  tincture  of  cochineal, 
mixed  with  a little  alum,  produces  a very  bright  color, 
which  penetrates  far  into  the  marble,  and  makes  it  re- 
semble the  red  marble  of  Africa.  Orpiment  dissolved 
in  ammonia,  quickly  dyes  marble  a yellow  color,  which 
becomes  more  vivid  the  longer  it  is  exposed  to  the  air. 
The  solvent  which  causes  coloring  matters  to  penetrate 
farthest  into  the  marble  is  wax.  Verdigris,  which  has 
been  boiled  in  wax,  and  applied  to  marble  quite  hot, 
penetrates  to  the  extent  of  nearly  half  an  inch,  and 
produces  a fine  emerald. 

Death  of  judge  Prentiss  Mellen.  The  Eastern 
Argus  of  Thursday,  mentions  the  death  of  Prentiss 
Mellen,  of  Portland,  aged  seventy-six  years.  The  Argus 
says — “Mr.  Mellen  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  bar 
in  this  country.  He  has  practised  here,  we  believe, 
since  1798.  He  was  made  chief  justice  of  Maine,  at 
the  time  of  the  separation  from  Massachusetts,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  distinguished  station,  until  about  six 
years  ago,  when  he  went  out  on  the  constitutional  limi- 
tation. After  that  period,  he  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  the  law  again,  with  almost  youthful  zeal,  and  con- 
tinued in  it  until  the  sickness  of  which  he  died.  He  has 
filled  a large  space  in  our  community,  and  will  long 
be  remembered  as  a worthy  citizen,  and  an  able  ju- 
rist.” 

New  decision.  The  circuit  court  of  Illinois  has  de- 
cided that  aliens  not  naturalized,  who  have  resided  in 
that  state  six  months  next  preceding  an  election,  have 
a right  to  vote.  The  case  has  been  carried  up  to  the 
supreme  court.  [A.  Y.  Standard. 

The  decision  is  not  new  in  Illinois — a judge  of  a lower 
court  having  made  a similar  one.  The  constitution  of 
the  state  embraces  a provision  allowing  the  privilege 
of  voting  to  all  aliens,  who  have  been  six  months  with- 
in her  borders,  even  if  they  are  not  naturalized. 

Decision  of  the  Barry  case.  Gardianship  of  an 
infant.  The  Albany  Argus  of  Thursday  says:  “This 
case,  which  has  enlisted  much  of  the  public  attention, 
and  received  the  adjudication  of  several  judicial  func- 
tionaries, was  last  evening  decided  by  the  court  of  last 
resort,  having  been  under  argument  before  that  body 
during  several  days  past.  The  court  for  thecorrection 
of  errors,  by  the  decided  vote  of  19  to  3,  has  reversed  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court-,  and  affirmed  that  of  judge 
Inglis;  thus  giving  the  custody  of  the  infant  in  dispute 
to  the  mother — the  child  being  a female,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  institution  of  the  proceedings  appealed  from,  but 
two  years  of  age.’’ 

Case  of  McLeod.  The  examination  of  Alexander 
McLeod  before  judge  Bowen,  in  this  village,  has  been 
closed.  It  resulted  in  remanding  him  to  jail  until  he 
enters  into  recognizance  of  $5,000  for  himself,  with  two 
sureties  of  $2,500  each,  for  his  appearance  at  court,  to 
answer  to  the  charge  of  being  one  of  the  gang  concern- 
ed in  the  murder  committed  at  the  time  the  steamboat 
Caroline  was  burned.  The  testimony  given  in,  is 
very  contradictory — several  witnesses  tending  to  im- 
plicate the  prisoner,  while  others  swore  positively  to  his 
being  elsewhere  on  the  night  of  the  burning  of  the 
Caroline.  If  upon  trial,  the  accused  should  succeed 
in  establishing  an  alibi,  and  an  acquittal  follow’,  the 
question  growing  out  of  that  affair,  will  of  course  be 
postponed.  But  tf  on  the  contrary,  a jury  shall  ad- 
judged him  guilty,  then  will  the  case  assume  a serious 
aspect.  Our  nationalgovernment  would  not  if  it  could, 
and  could  not  if  it  would,  interfere  with  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  of  New  York  for  an  offence  commut- 
ed against  the  laws  of  this  state;  the  penalty  must  be 
inflicted.  On  the  other  hand,  the  act  for  which  Mc- 
Leod is  arranged  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  British 
government,  and  she  is  bound  to  protect  her  subjects. 
How  then,  in  such  a contingency,  a collision  between 
the  two  nations  is  to  be  avoided,  it  is  not  easy  to  fore- 
see. [ Niagara  Cour. 

Public  lands.  The  New  York  Standard  remarks 
that  the  public  lands  ceded  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
old  thirteen  states,  and  purchased  from  France  and 
Spain  since,  have  left  this  nation  possessed  of  perhaps 
even  now,  a thousand  million  of  acres  of  land,  which 
will  be  worth,  if  sold  progressively,  as  required  by  the 
settlers,  at  least  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  The 
disposition  of  this  immense  domain,  or  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  proceeds,  is  a question  of  great  importance 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  requires  their  serious 
consideration. 

Important  Indian  treaty.  The  Fort  Wayne 
Times  (La),  states  that  at  the  late  Indian  payment  at 
the  Forks  of  the  Wabash,  the  Indians  made  a propo- 
sition to  sell  their  lands;  and  that  gen.  Milroy  (although 
not  officially  authorised  by  the  government)  took  the 
responsibility,  “while  they  were  in  the  humor’’  of  treat- 
ing wiih  them  for  about  500,000  acres,  being  the  whole 
of  the  Miami  lands  in  this  state.  The  price  agreed  to 
be  paid  is  about  $1  10  per  acre,  and  the  Indians  to 


move  west  in  five  years.  The  lands  are  worth  910 
per  acre,  hard  as  the  times  are,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
the  general  government  will  confirm  the  treaty. 

LVeio  Albany  Argus. 

Judicial  salaries.  The  chiefjusiice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  receives  a salary  of  85,000. 
The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana  receive 
the  same  salary.  The  associate  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  receive  $4,500.  The 
highest  salary  of  any  judicial  officer  in  Maryland  is 
$3,600;  in  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina,  $3,500; 
in  Virginia,  $2,720;  in  Pennsylvania.  $2,666  67;  in 
New  York  and  North  Carolina,  $2,500;  in  Georgia, 
$2,100;  in  Mississippi,  $2,000;  in  Maine  and  Tennes- 
see, $1,800;  in  Alabama,  $1,750;  in  Kentucky,  81,500; 
in  New  Hampshire,  $1,400;  in  New  Jersey,  Delaware 
and  Ohio,  $1,200;  in  Vermont,  $1,175;  in  Connecticut 
and  Missouri,  $1,100;  in  Illinois,  $1,000;  in  Indiana, 
$700;  in  Rhode  Island,  $650. 

Lynching.  A singular  act  of  lynching  was  perpe- 
trated recently  at  the  Oberlin  theological  institute,  of 
Ohio.  Some  of  the  members  detected  a young  man 
named  Norton,  in  writing  discreditable  annonymons 
letters  to  young  ladies  of  the  institute.  The  members, 
among  whom  was  a licentiate  of  the  institute,  named 
H.  C.  Taylor,  proceeded  to  inflict  summary  punish- 
ment, profanely  prefacing  their  proceedings  with  pray- 
er. They  secured  the  man’s  person,  gagged  and  blind- 
folded him,  and  then  inflicted  25  lashes  on  his  bare 
back  with  a cowhide.  They  then  directed  him  to 
leave  the  town  forthwith,  without  going  to  hisTOom. — 
The  licentiate,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  has  had 
his  license  taken  from  him. 

Mails.  The  mails  which  were  made  up  at  Cincin- 
nati, for  New  York,  on  the  10th,  20th,  and  26th  No- 
vember and  2d  December,  have  been  stolen  from  the 
bags.  This  information  was  received  on  the  24th  ult. 
by  the  postmaster  at  Cincinnati. 

The  murderer  of  Ellen  Jewett.  Robinson,  the 
murderer  of  Ellen  Jewett,  whose  trial  and  acquittal 
left  a stain  upon  the  tribunal  before  which  he  was  ar- 
raigned, went  to  Texas,  where  he  has  since  lost  his 
right  arm — that  arm  with  which  he  planted  a hatchet 
into  the  forehead  of  a frail,  but  to  him  an  unoffending 
girl,  and  with  which  lie  then  applied  an  incendiary 
torch  to  the  bed  where  she  lay  weltering  in  blood,  thus 
attempting  to  conceal  the  murder  by  committing  arson: 
that  right  arm,  we  say,  has  been  cleft  from  hisslioulder 
in  a fight  with  the  Mexicans. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  retribution  that  has  visited  the 
guilty.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Furlong,  the  infatu- 
ated grocer,  who  went  into  court  and  committed  volun- 
tary peijury,  by  swearing  that  Robinson  was  in  his 
store  on  the  evening  of  the  murder,  became  a maniac 
and  drowned  himself.  [A16.  Jour. 

Salt  trade.  During  the  year  1839,  there  were  ma- 
nufactured at  the  works  in  Onondago  county,  690,000 
barrels  of  salt.  Of  this  quantity,  183.500  passed  through 
the  Welland  canal;  142,500  bushels  through  the  Erie 
canal  via  Buffalo,  and  the  residue — being  274,000  bar- 
rels, found  a home  market. 

This  year  the  manufactures  commenced  operations 
on  the  first  of  June,  and  continued  for  seventy-five 
flays,  during  which  time  400,000  barrels  of  salt  were 
made.  Of  this  amount  about  one  quarter  has  already 
been  received,  principally  at  one  house  in  this  city  and 
a similar  number  of  barrels  despatched  through  the 
Welland  canal  for  the  western  market.  A small  por- 
tion more  will  be  received  at  this  point  this  fall,  and 
the  balance  retained  for  a market  immediately  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  salinese. 

The  co  t of  transporting  this  commodi’v  from  Syra- 
cuse to  this  city — a distance  of  200  miles — is  about  30 
cents  per  barrel;  and  irom  this  city  to  a point  upon  lake 
Michigan,  50  cents  per  barrel  is  charged. 

Three-fourths  of  the  quantity  required  for  Ohio  con- 
sumption, is  taken  on  board  at  this  place  and  carried 
grat  s — masters  of  vessels  preferring  salt  to  the  labor  of 
loading  with  ordinary  sand  ballast,  when  merchandise 
is  not  to  be  had.  We  have  now  in  the  market  some 
12,000  barrels,  which  is  held  at  $1  94. 

[Buffalo  Com.  Ado. 

Strabismus.  The  New  York  Star  says:  The  ope- 
ra ion  lor  the  cure  of  squinting  is  performed,  we  be- 
lieve, in  from  two  to  four  minutes — and  the  charge  is 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and fifty  dollars.  The 
discovery  is  a very  important  one,  and  we  think  the 
benefits  derivable  from  it  should  not  be  confined  solely 
to  the  wealthy.  Could  not  the  practitioners  who  have 
introduced  the  operation  in  this  country  afford  to  per- 
form it  at  a less  exorbitant  charge? 

Sugar  crop.  The  Attakapas  Gazette  of  the  19th, 
says  it  is  now  fully  ascertained  that  the  sugar  crop  of 
this  state  will  fall  short  at  least  one-fourth  of  previous 
expectations.  The  cane  touched  by  the  last  hard  frost, 
and  which  lias  been  left  standing,  is  entirely  lost.  As 
an  instance  of  the  trifling  quantity  of  sugar  made  from 
it,  we  will  state  that  from  twenty  arpents  of  such  cane, 
on  a plantation  in  this  parish,  barely  three  hogsheads 
of  a very  inferior  article  have  been  made.  The  cane 
cut  down  before  the  last  frost  however,  is  still  sound, 
yield  tolerably  well  and  makes  excellent  sugar. 

Trade.  The  trade  in  breadstufis  between  Ohio  and 
Upper  Canada  is  becoming  quite  large  and  important. 
During  the  past  year  the  shipments  from  Cleveland  to 
ports  in  Upper  Canada  were  896,550  bushels  of  wheat 
and  70,995  barrels  of  flour. 
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FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  packet  ship  England,  capt.  Waite,  arrived  on 
Wednesday  evening  from  Liverpool,  whence  she 
sailed  on  the  9th  ult.  She  brings  London  dates  to 
the  evening  of  the  8th — five  days  later  than  our  pre- 
vious advices.  The  intelligence  was  favorable  and 
interesting. 


ENGLAND. 

There  is  a decided  improvement  in  (he  money 
market,  caused  in  part  by  the  favorable  intelligence 
from  China  and  the  Mediterranean,  but  in  part  also 
by  a general  iinprov^^Min  business.  The  export 
ol  specie  to  the  con^^Hhjiad  ceased;  stocks  had 
generally  imprbvedf^^Wt  was  at  least  firm  at 
former  rates;  and  cotton  at  Liverpool  had  slightly 
improved,  and  was  in  active  demand.  In  short, 
things  were  looking  decidedly  better  than  for  many 
weeks  previous. 


FRANCE. 

The  triumph  of  the  king,  the  Soult-Guizot  mi- 
nistry and  their  pacific  policy  is  complete.  The 
ministerial  address  to  the  king  was  carried  on  the 
4th  by  a vote  of  247  yeas  to  161  nays,  after  a stormy 
debate  in  which  the  personal  integrity  of  Thiers 
was  directly  impugned,  and  a chaos  of  an  hour  en- 
sued. The  little  Talleyrand  would  seem  to  be  ef- 
fectually prostrated. 

By  the  packet  ship  La  Duchesse  d’Orleans, 
Havre  papers  of  the  9th  Dec.  are  received.  The 
funeral  of  Napolean  was  to  take  place  on  the  loth. 

The  remains  of  Napoleon,  having  been  placed, 
at  Cherbourg,  on  board  a steamboat,  the  solemn 
train  passed  by  Havre  at  day  break  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th.  The  steamer  with  the  remains  was 
painted  black,  w’ith  torches,  burning  on  the  bow 
and  stern  and  around  the  tomb.  A long  retinue  of 
steamers  followed.  The  shore  was  lined  for  a 
mile  with  national  guards.  In  Paris  a hundred 
thousand  men  were  under  arms.  The  excitement 
was  very  great  among  the  people,  but  the  strong 
military  arrangements  left  no  apprehensions  of  dis- 
order. 

The  London  Standard  of  the  12th  December,  re- 
ceived by  the  Garrick  at  New  York,  says:  The 
restoration  of  the  remains  of  Napoleon  seems  to 
have  excited  a feeling  in  Paris,  of  which  no  other 
part  of  Fiance  affords  any  symptom. 

The  body  of  Napoleon.  The  latest  Parisian  jour- 
nals contain  the  official  account  of  the  disinterment 
of  Napoleon’s  remains,  and  their  removal  on  board 
the  frigate  Belle  Pnule,  under  the  supervision  of 
prince  de  Joinville,  assisted  by  count  Rohan  Cha- 
Dot  and  captain  Alexander,  commissioners  appoint- 
ed, the  one  by  France  and  the  other  by  England, 
to  superintend  the  exhumation. 

The  body  appeared  to  have  suffered  little  change 
in  the  twenty  years  which  has  passed  since  it  was 
inhumed.  The  three  coffins — of  which  the  exte- 
rior one  was  mahogany,  the  second  lead,  and  the 
third  and  last  mahogany — having  been  cut  through, 
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and  the  white  satin  sheet  which  covered  the  body 
removed,  the  form  and  features  of  the  great  depart- 
ed lay  exposed  to  the  view  of  a group  of  bis  old 
and  faithful  followers  who  were  permitted  to  be 
present,  and  of  many  who  now  gazed  upon  them 
for  the  first  time.  The  features  were  so  perfect, 
and  retained  so  completely  their  natural  form  and 
character,  that  general  Gourgaud,  involuntarily  ex- 
claimed on  beholding  them,  “ Bon ! Ires  bon!” 

The  proces  verbal,  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Guilliard, 
surgeon  of  the  Belle  Poule,  after  reciting  the  pre- 
cautions used  in  opening  the  lids  of  the  several 
coffins,  continues  thus: 

“Something  white,  which  appeared  to  have  be- 
come detached  from  the  lining,  covered,  as  if  with 
a thin  gauze,  all  that  the  coffin  contained.  The 
cranium  and  forehead,  which  adhered  strongly  to 
the  satin,  were  particularly  stained  with  it,  but  very 
little  was  seen  on  the  lower  part  of  the  lace,  on  the 
hands,  or  on  the  foes.  The  body  of  the  emperor  was 
in  an  easy  position,  as  when  it  w'as  placed  in  the 
coffin;  the  upper  members  were  laid  at  length,  the 
left  arm  and  hand  resting  on  the  left  thigh;  the  low- 
er limbs  were  slightly  bent;  the  head  a little  raised, 
rested  on  a cushion.  The  voluminous  skull,  the  high 
and  broad  forehead,  presented  themselves,  covered 
with  hard  and  yellow  teguments  closely  adhereing 
to  them.  Such  appeared  also  the  contour  of  the 
orbits,  the  upper  edges  of  which  were  furnished 
with  the  eyebrows.  Under  the  eyelids  were  still 
to  he  distinguished  the  occular  globes,  which  had 
lost  very  little  of  their  volume  or  form.  The  eye- 
lids were  completely  closed,  adhered  to  the  subja- 
cent parts,  and  were  hard  under  the  pressure  of  the 
finger.  Some  eyelashes  were  to  be  seen  on  their 
ledges.  The  bones  of  the  nose  and  the  tegument 
which  covered  them,  were  well  preserved;  the  tubes 
and  nostiils  alone  had  suffered.  The  cheeks  were 
full:  the  teguments  of  this  part  of  the  face  were  re- 
markable lor  their  softness  to  the  touch  and  their 
whiteness.  Those  of  the  chin  were  slightly  blue, 
a tint  they  had  borrowed  from  the  beard.  Which  had 
grown  after  death.  The  chin  itself  had  undergone 
no  change,  and  still  preserved  the  peculiar  type  ot 
the  face  of  Napoleon. 

“The  thin  lips  were  parted,  and  three  of  the  in- 
cisive teeth,  very  white,  appealed  under  the  upper 
lip,  which  was  a little  raised  towards  the  left.  The 
hands  were  perfect,  not  having  undergone  the  least 
change.  Although  the  joints  were  stiff,  the  skin 
preserved  that  peculiar  color  which  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  living  man.  The  nails  of  the  fingers 
were  long  and  adherent  and  very  white.  The  legs 
were  in  boots,  hut  in  consequence  of  the  opening 
of  the  seams  the  last  four  toes  were  out  on  each 
side.  The  skin  of  these  toes  was  of  a dead  white 
and  furnished  with  nails.  The  anterior  region  of 
the  thorax  was  much  depressed  in  middle,  and  the 
sides  of  the  belly  hard  and  sunk.  All  the  members 
covered  by  the  clothing  appeared  to  have  preserved 
their  shapes.  I pressed  the  left  arm,  which  I found 
to  be  hard  and  diminished  in  thickness.  As  to  the 
clothes  they  appeared  with  their  colors,  so  that  (he 
uniform  oi  the  horse  chasseurs  of  the  old  guard  was 
to  be  recognised  by  the  dark  green  of  the  coat  arid 
its  bright  red  facings.  The  grand  cordon  of  (he  le- 
gion of  honor  was  across  the  waistcoat,  and  the 
while  breeches  were  partly  covered  by  Ihe  hat, 
which  was  placed  on  the  thighs.  The  epauletts, 
the  star  and  other  decorations  attached  to  the  breast, 
had  lost  their  brilliancy  and  turned  black.  The  gold 
crown  of  the  cross  of  officer  of  legion  of  honor  had 
alone  preserved  its  polish.  Vases  of  silver  appear- 
ed between  the  legs,  one  surmounted  by  an  eagle 
which  rose  above  the  knees; they  were  found  entire 
and  closed.  As  there  were  adhesions  between  these 
vases  and  the  parts  they  touched,  I uncovered  them 
a little,  the  king’s  commissioner  not  thinking  it  right 
that  they  should  be  removed  for  the  purpose  of  clo- 
ser examination.” 

The  proces  verbal  goes  on  to  state  that  the  above 
particulars  might  have  been  more  full,  but  they  were 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  preservation  of  the  body 
was  more  complete  than  circumstances  of  the  au- 
topsy and  inhumation  warranted  an  expectation  of. 
It  then  proceeds: 

“This  is  not  the  place  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
which  have  to  this  extent  arrested  the  progress  of 
decomposition;  hut  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  ex- 
treme solidi :y  of  the  masonry  of  the  tomb,  and  the 
care  taken  in  making  and  soldering  the  cuflia  in 


metal,  have  powerfully  contributed  to  this  result. 
However  this  may  be,  I feared  the  effect  of  the  at- 
mosphere upon  the  remains,  and  was  convinced  that 
the  best  means  of  preserving  them  still  longer  was 
to  exclude  them  fiom  its  action.  I eagerly  com- 
plied with  the  desire  of  the  king’s  commissioner, 
that  the  coffins  should  be  immediately  closed.  I 
restored  the  wadded  satin  to  its  place,  after  having 
steeped  it  in  creoste,  and  then  caused  all  the  wood- 
en eases  to  be  closely  fastened  as  possible,  and 
those  of  metal  to  be'  hermetically  soldered.  The 
remains  of  Napoleon  are  now  in  six  coffins — one  of 
tin,  a second  of  mahogany,  a third  of  lead,  separat- 
ed from  that  within  by  sawdust  and  wedges  of 
wood,  the  fifth  the  sarcophagus  of  ebony,  and  the 
sixth  the  outer  case  of  oak.” 

The  process  of  opening  the  tomb  commenced  at 
half-past  12  o’clock  on  the  15th  of  October,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  strength  and  solidity  of  the  mi- 
shnry  it  was  10  o’clock  at  night  when  the  workmen 
arrived  at  the  coffin. 

The  sarcophagus  in  which  the  body  was  deposit- 
ed for  transmission  to  France,  and  alt  the  para- 
phernalia, were  of  the  most  magnificent  and  costly 
description,  and  the  funeral  apartment  in  the  Belle 
Poule  was  fitted  up  in  a style  of  gloomy  grandeur 
which  must  have  given  it  a most  imposing  appear- 
ance. The  pall  which  covered  the  sarcophagus 
was  of  heavy  crimson  velvet  besprinkled  with  gold- 
en bees,  trebly  bordered  w ith  gold  embroidery  and 
ermine,  and  had  worked  through  the  whole  of  its 
rich  fabric  a white  cross  of  silver  threads,  to  all  ap- 
pearance like  lace.  At  each  corner  was  an  eagle 
surrounded  with  stars — all  embroidered  in  gold. 

Later.  The  packet  ship  Oxford,  Rathbone, 
brings  London  papers  to  the  18th  Dec.  There  was 
great  activity  in  the  dock  yards,  indicating  that  fo- 
reign operations  were  anticipated,  whether  in  the 
eastern  or  western  hemisphere,  their  policy  is  evi- 
dently to  prepare  for  contingencies. 

The  markets  remain  as  at  former  dates,  except 
cotton,  which  had  advanced  one-eighth  of  a penny. 

Interment  of  Napoleon’s  remains  in,  Paris.  The 
great  pageant  of  intering  the  remains  of  Napoleon 
in  the  Invalides  took  place  on  Tuesday,  15th  De- 
cember. The  whole  line  of  the  procession  from 
tile  banks  of  the  Seine  to  the  Hotel  des  Invalides 
was  adorned  on  both  sides  with  military  trophies, 
and  a more  magnificent  pageant,  all  the  accounts 
agree  in  saying,  has  never  been  witnessed,  even  in 
Paris.  From  four  in  the  morning,  undeterred  by 
the  coldest  day  that  has  been  experienced,  during 
the  present  winter  in  France,  thousands  proceeded 
to  the  several  advantageous  positions  which  diffe- 
rent localities  presented  for  the  viewing  of  the  pro- 
cession. 

At  nine  o’clock  the  first  gun  was  fired,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Seine,  at  Courbevoie,  where  a park  of 
artillery  was  stationed.  This  became  the  signal 
for  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
day.  From  the  temple,  erected  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  the  Abbe  Coqnereau  and  a numerous 
clergy,  in  full  canonicals,  then  issued  and  proceed- 
ed towards  (lie  steamer  La  Dorade,  which  had  been 
brought  close  up  to  a wooden  esplanade,  forming  a 
communication  between  the  shore  and  its  deck. 
His  royal  bigness  Ihe  prince  de  Joinville  met  them 
as  they  approached  between  two  lines  oi  troops, 
and,  after  the  exchange  of  salutations  turned  to- 
wards the  vessels  lined  by  the  sailors  from  La  Belle 
Poule,  a body  of  whom  proceeded  toraise  the  coffin, 
and  transported  il  to  the  temple,  the  priests  going 
before,  chanting,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church. 

The  remains  of  the  emperor  were  deposited  there 
for  two  hours,  the  religious  rites  which  were  per- 
formed, having  lasted  thus  long.  The  immense 
concourse  of  people  who  were  assembled  at  the 
spot,  viewed  this  portion  of  the  proceedings  in  so- 
lemn silence,  the  roar  of  artillery  alone  sounding 
through  the  atmosphere. 

SPAIN. 

There  is  nolhing  of  interest  from  the  peninsula, 
except  that  tranquillity  is  maintained  under  the  re- 
gency of  Espartero. 

There  is  a general  calm  on  the  continent. 

EGYPT. 

The  pacha  knocks  under.  He  has  had  an  in- 
terview with  com.  Napier  at  Alexandria,  and  offer- 
ed to  relinquish  Syria,  restore  the  Ottoman  fleet, 
and  abandon  all  pretensions  on  the  single  condition 
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of  retaining  the-hereditary  government  of  Egypt. 
This  the  commodore  guarantees  him.  It  is  stated 
that  the  official  despatches  from  com.  Napier  an- 
nouncing these  facts  had  arrived  in  London. 

SYRIA. 

Another  terrible  disaster  occurred  at  Acre  on  the 
6th  November,  three  days  after  the  capture  of  that 
place,  by  the  explosion  of  another  powder  magazine 
within  the  fortress.  The  number  killed  and  wound- 
ed amounted  to  280.  The  sufferers  were  chiefly 
natives,  including  many  women  and  children;  but 
there  were  also  about  20  British  seamen  and  ma- 
rines killed,  and  several  officers  and  men  wounded. 
Amongst  the  latter  are  brigadier  sir  Charles  Smith, 
commanding  the  land  forces;  capt.  Collier, ^of  the 
Castor;  lieut.  Johnson,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Kinton,  of 
the  Princess  Charlotte.  No  light  had  been  thrown 
on  the  immediate  cause  of  this  calamity. 

The  British  fleet  remains  on  the  coast  of  Syria, 
and  the  men  suffer  from  fever  and  dysentery. 

Ibraham  pacha  is  encamped  on  the  plainsofRoc- 
cah,  under  Mount  Lebanon.  His  army  now  con- 
sists of  12,000  infantry  and  2,000  cavalry.  Emir 
Beschir  is  pressing  on  his  flanks.  Hebron  has  de- 
clared for  the  sultan. 

CHINA. 

The  English  have  commenced  hostilities  in  ear- 
nest. They  have  taken  the  city  and  island  [or  is- 
lands] of  Chusan,  on  the  east  coast  of  China,  after 
a feeble  resistance.  The  fort  of  Amoy  had  also  been 
battered  down,  and  the  mouths  of  several  principal 
rivers  were  placed  under  strict  blockade.  But 
these  measures  have  thus  far  had  no  effect  but  to 
exasperate  the  Chinese,  who  are  making  every  ef- 
fort to  resist  the  invaders.  The  governors  of  pro- 
vinces have  uniformly  refused  to  forward  any  com- 
munication from  the  British  to  the  emperor.  Lin  is 
particularly  active  and  vaporing.  All  foreigners 
have  been  ordered  to  quit  Canton,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  English  blockade  of  that  port  is  hence- 
forth to  be  rigorous.  It  is  also  given  out  that  the 
English  are  about  to  make  a decisive  demonstration, 
probably  on  Pekin  itself. 

INDIA. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  overland  mail  from  India  at 
London  on  the  7th,  we  have  important  advices.  The 
British  have  revenged  their  temporary  reverses  in 
Affghanistan,  by  a signal  defeat  of  their  enemies, 
headed  by  Dost  Mahomed.  The  following  is  the 
clearest  account: 

Letters  from  Cabul  of  the  20th  of  September,  give 
the  particulars  of  a decisive  victory  obtained  over 
Dost  Mahomed,  on  the  ISth,  at  Bamaen,by  a small 
force  under  brigadier  Dennie,  consisting  of  six  com- 
anies  of  the  35th  native  infantry,  six  pieces  of 
orse  artillery,  and  between  400  and  500  of  the 
Schah’s  troops.  The  enemy  w'ere  10,000  strong, 
headed  by  Dost  Mahomed  and  the  Walee  Khonun, 
in  person.  They  left  three  Sidars  and  500  men 
dead  on  the  field,  together  with  their  entire  bag- 
gage, standards,  and  the  only  piece  of  ordinance  in 
the  possession  of  Dost  Mahomed,  who  fled  serious- 
ly wounded. 

The  death  of  Dost  Mahomed  is  reported. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Joseph  Genois, 
to  be  register  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans,  La. 
vice  P.  A.  St.  Martin,  resigned. 

Julius  De  Mun,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  from  the  25th  February,  1841, 
when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

James  M.  Strode,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Chicaga,  III.  from  the  27th  of  December,  1840, 
when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Purdy  McElvain,  reappointed  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Marion,  Ohio,  from  8th  January,  1841. 

Matthew  Gayle,  reappointed  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Cahawba,  Alabama,  from  Jan.  11,  1811. 

Edward  F.  Comegeys,  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  vice  Win.  G.  Parish, 
resigned. 

Rev.  Martin  P.  Parks,  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  to  be 
chaplain  and  professor  of  geography,  history  and 
ethics,  at  the  military  academy,  West  Point,  in  the 
place  of  the  rev.  Jasper  Adams,  resigned. 

The  case  or  the  Seneca  Indians.  For  some 
years  pasta  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Seneca  Indians,  says  the  Baltimore  American, 
has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion, 
and  various  difficulties  have  prevented  its  final  ra- 
tification. Several  publications  have  been  recently 
made  which  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  and  dis- 
close a series  of  frauds  which  are  as  bold  as  they 
are  artfully  contrived. 

The  Senecas  hold  lands  in  the  state  of  New  York 
to  the  extent  ot  about  119,000  acres,  worth  proba- 
bly two  millions  of  dollars,  as  they  include  some  of 


the  most  fertile  tracts  in  the  state.  At  the  close  of 
the  revolutionary  war,  Massachusetts  claimed  an 
interest  in  this  land  as  a portion  of  the  territory  ol 
the  Six  Nations.  A cession,  however,  of  the  right 
of  jurisdiction  was  made  by  Massachusetts  to  New 
York — the  former  state  reserving  a right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  lands  themselves.  This  pre-emption 
right  was  purchased  by  Samuel  Ogden  in  1791, 
which  by  several  transfers  had  now  come  into  the 
hands  of  a company  known  as  the  “ Ogden  Land 
company .” 

It  appears  to  have  been  for  some  time  past  the 
object  of  this  company  to  involve  the  U.  S.  govern- 
ment in  a treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians  for  the 
removal  of  the  latter.  Two  small  bands  or  portions 
of  the  tribe  were  induced  to  apply  to  president 
Monroe,  during  his  administration,  for  leave  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  Menomonies  for  certain  lands  near 
Green  Bay.  Difficulties  arose  which  the  govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  settle.  A treaty  was  concluded 
! with  the  Menomonies  is  1832,  by  which  500,000 
acres  of  land  were  provided  as  a home  for  the  New 
York  Indians  at  an  expense  to  the  United  States 
government  of  $20,000.  Yet  with  the  making  of 
this  treaty  it  appeared  that  the  main  body  of  the 
New  York  Indians  had  nothing  to  do.  In  1837 
new  efforts  were  made  to  procure  the  removal  of 
these  Indians.  Five  persons  were  engaged  to  ef- 
fect this  object  within  a specified  time  for  a stipu- 
lated price — say  $20,000  or  $25,000  each.  We 
have  not  room  for  the  various  details  of  this  busi- 
ness. The  purpose  was  to  have  the  government 
purchase  lands  in  the  west  for  the  Senecas,  and  to 
obtain  a transfer  of  the  lands  in  New  York  to  the 
Ogden  Land  company.  The  most  dishonorable 
and  fraudulent  means  were  used  according  to  the 
published  statement  of  the  transaction,  to  obtain  the 
signatures  of  the  chiefs  to  the  necessary  articles; 
and  a treaty,  apparently  genuine,  went  up  for  rati- 
fication to  the  United  States  senate  more  than  once. 
The  president  in  his  message  of  1839,  says:  “No 
advance  towards  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  Senecas 
to  the  amended  treaty  in  council,  was  made;  nor 
can  a majority  of  them  in  council  now  be  obtained;” 
and  again: — “That  improper  means  have  been  em- 
ployed to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Seneca  chiefs, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe.” 

The  treaty  was  referred  in  the  senate  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  who  reported  a resolution 
for  rejecting  it.  The  senate,  however,  in  March, 
1840,  passed  a contrary  resolution  by  the  casting 
vote,  it  is  said,  of  its  presiding  officer;  and  the  pre- 
sident issued  his  proclamation  accordingly  soon  af- 
terwards. It  is  a matter  of  dispute  whether  this 
ratification  is  valid  or  not — the  constitution  requir- 
ing a majority  of  two-thirds. 

A cotemporary  journal  published  in  the  interior 
of  New  York  remarks  on  this  subject: 

“We  hope  that  one  of  the  first  steps  taken  by  the 
United  States  senate,  in  the  session  which  has  now 
commenced,  will  be  to  bring  up  this  matter  again 
for  consideration.  The  testimony  contained  in  the 
volume  before  us  shows  a series  of  frauds  of  the 
grossest  kind.  It  appears  that  out  of  the  whole 
Seneca  tribe,  consisting  of  2,505  Indians,  only  146 
were  found  willing  to  remove.  The  chiefs  who 
agreed  to  join  the  emigrating  party  were  bribed  to 
do  so  by  granting  them  permission  to  remain  on 
their  lands,  while  those  who  were  not  willing  to  go, 
were,  by  the  treaty,  to  be  expelled  at  all  events. 
Signatures  were  procured  from  men  in  a state  of 
senseless  intoxication;  chiefs  were  created  by  a 
spurious  election,  for  the  purpose  of  signing  the 
treaty,  and  every  kind  of  threat  and  promise  were 
used  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  chiefs.  These 
things  must  be  looked  into  and  the  wrong  must  be 
redressed. 

“The  Ogden  Land  company  will  gain  by  this 
fraud  if  it  be  allowed  to  stand,  119,000  acre3  offer- 
tile  land,  worth,  it  is  estimated,  more  than  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  United  States  are  to  pay 
for  it.” 

trade  and  commerce. 

Duties  on  sil/c  goods.  Should  the  revenue  bill  of 
Mr.  Adams,  now  before  congress,  become  a law, 
the  duty  on  the  following  articles  will  be  23 per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  viz: 

Black  and  colored  silk  cravats. 

Ribands  of  every  description. 

Fancy  hdkfs.  of  every  description. 

Silk  pocket  hdkfs.  of  every  description. 

Linen  cambric  hdkfs. 

Suspenders,  hats,  gloves,  hose,  socks  and  mits. 

Silks,  shawls,  scarfs,  veils. 

Umbrellas  and  parasols. 

Embroidered  cashmere  and  velvet  shawls. 

Braids,  corset  lacets,  cords,  galloons  and  lacets. 

And  every  article  of  silk  manufacture,  or  of  which 
silk  forms  the  chief  value,  “ except  silk  pieces  of 
goods  sold  by  the  yard  measure.” 


There  was  a debate  on  the  13th  on  a motion  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  fix  upon  the  27th  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill.  The  motion  was  defended  byr  Mr. 
Adams  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  Mr. 
Cushing,  of  Mass,  replied.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  at  length  ordered  upon  the  motion,  and  result- 
ed in  the  affirmative,  yeas  64,  noes  52.  No  quorum 
voting  the  house  was  compelled  to  adjourn. 

The  oil  trade  of  the  union.  We  are  indebted  to 
the  Boston  Patriot  for  a table  giving  the  number  of 
arrivals  of  vessels  with  oil  into  the  United  States 
for  1S40.  At  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven,  there 
were  70  ships  and  barques,  11  brigs  and  1 schooner, 
with  an  aggregate  of  63,465  barrels  of  sperm  oil,  and 
75,411  of  whale.  The  next  important  place  is 
Nantucket,  at  which  22  ships  and  barques  arrived, 
and  3 schooners,  with  an  aggregate  of  43,330  barrels 
of  sperm,  and  2,275  of  whale.  The  total  arrivals 
were  175  ships  and  barques,  42  brigs  and  6 schoon- 
ers, with  an  aggregate  of  156,445  barrels  of  sperm, 
and  203,441  barrels  of  whale.  The  Patriot  states  that 
the  arrivals  of  sperm  oil,  for  1S40,  exceeded  those 
of  1839,  by  about  15,000  bbls.  while  the  whale 
oil  fell  short  about  20,000  barrels.  It  may  be  well 
to  notice  here,  that  the  exports  of  sperm  oil  to  Eng- 
land this  year  have  exceeded  those  of  any  previous 
year,  from  15  to  20,000  bbls.  having  been  exported, 
which  would  leave  about  the  same  quantity  for 
home  consumption  in  1840  as  we  had  in  1S39.  The 
great  and  continuing  decrease  of  import  (nearly 
two-thirds  decrease  within  20  years),  into  Great 
Britain,  will  hereafter  exercise  a greater  influence 
on  our  prices  of  sperm  oil,  than  we  have  heretofore 
felt,  as  the  different  manufacturers  have  greatly  in- 
creased the  use  of  sperm  oil;  thus  in  case  of  an  over 
import  into  the  states,  and  prices  are  low,  it  will  be 
taken  for  export. 

Trade  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  The  in- 
land trade  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
promises  to  be  greatly  benefitted  by  a bill  which 
passed  the  senate.  It  proposes  to  extend  the  draw- 
back system  to  the  exportation  of  foreign  goods 
from  Independence,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  and 
Van  Buren  and  Fulton,  in  Arkansas.  Each  of 
these  towns  i3  on  a great  river,  to  wit:  the  first  on 
the  Missouri,  the  second  on  the  Arkansas,  the  third 
on  the  Red  river.  The  Globe  says  that  these  towns, 
if  the  bill  passes  the  house  of  representatives,  be- 
come ports  of  entry,  and  it  will  greatly  accelerate 
the.  important  inland  trade  between  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic. 

Postage.  The  following  propositions  indicate 
the  extent  and  nature  of  the  projected  alterations  in 
the  present  system  of  postage  and  mail  transporta- 
tion they  are  from  the  late  report  of  the  postmas- 
ter general: 

“1.  The  entire  abolition  of  the  franking  pri  vilege, 
as  an  exclusive  personal  right,  with  the  exception 
of  the  executive  and  the  heads  of  departments. 

“2.  A limitation  by  law  of  the  maximum  rate  of 
compensation  for  the  steamboat,  rail  road  and  coach 
service. 

“3.  The  equalization  of  postage  on  newspapers 
and  other  printed  matter,  with  an  advance  of  one 
hundred  per  cent. 

“4.  A revision  of  the  taiiff'of  letter  postage,  with 
a reduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent.” 

United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The 
following  are  the  additional  documents  which  were 
communicated  to  congress  on  Monday  of  last  week, 
by  the  president,  relative  to  the  affair  ofthe  steam- 
boat Caroline: 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  Dec.  29,  1840. 

Sir:  T have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  20th  inst.  in  which,  in  reply 
to  a letter  which  I had  addressed  to  yon  on  the  13th 
you  acquaint  me  that  the  president  is  not  prepared 
to  comply  with  my  demand  for  the  liberation  ol 
Mr.  Alexander  McLeod,  of  Upper  Canada,  now 
imprisoned  at  Lockport,  in  the  state  of  N.  York, 
on  a pretended  charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the  piratical 
steamboat  “Caroline”  on  the  29th  December,  1837. 

1 learn  witii  deep  regret  that  such  is  the  decision 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  for  I cannot 
but  foresee  the  very'grave  and  serious  consequences 
that  must  ensue  if,  besides  the  injury  already  in- 
flicted upon  Mr.  McLeod  of  a vexatious  and  unjust 
imprisonment,  any  further  harm  should  be  done  to 
him  in  the  progress  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding. 

I have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  to  her  majes- 
ty’s government  in  England  the  correspondence 
that  has  taken  place,  and  I shall  await  the  further 
orders  of  her  majesty’s  government  with  respect  to 
the  important  question  which  that  correspondence 
involves,. 
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But  I feel  it  my  duty  not  to  close  this  communi- 
cation without  likewise  testifying  my  vast  regret 
and  suprise  at  the  expressions  which  I find  repeat- 
ed in  your  letter  with  reference  to  the  destruction 
of  the  steamboat  Caroline.  I had  confidently  hop- 
ed that  the  first  erroneous  impression  of  the  charac- 
ter of  that  event,  imposed  upon  the  mind  of  the 
United  States  government  by  partial  and  exagge- 
rated representations,  would  long  since  have  been 
effaced  by  a more  strict  and  accurate  examination 
of  the  facts.  Such  an  investigation  must  even  yet, 
I am  willing  to  believe,  lead  the  United  States  go- 
vernment to  the  same  conviction  with  which  her 


majesty’s  authorities  on  the  spot  were  impressed, 
that  the  act  was  one  in  the  strictest  sense  of  self- 
defence,  rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  occasion,  for  the  safety  and  pro- 
tection of  her  majesty’s  subjects,  and  justified  by 
the  same  motives  and  principles  which,  upon  simi- 
lar and  well  known  occasions,  have  governed  the 
conduct  of  illustrious  officers  of  the  U.  States. 

The  steamboat  Caroline  was  a hostile  vessel  en- 
gaged in  piratical  war  against  her  majesty’s  people, 
hired  from  her  owners  for  that  express  purpose, 
and  known  to  be  so  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt. 

The  place  where  the  vessel  was  destroyed  was 
nominally,  it  is  true,  within  the  territory  of  a friend- 
ly power,  but  the  friendly  power  had  been  depriv- 
ed, through  overbearing  piratical  violence,  of  the 
use  of  its  proper  authority  over  that  portion  of  ter- 
ritory. The  authorities  of  New  York  had  not  even 
been  able  to  prevent  the  artillery  of  the  state  from 
being  carried  of}'  publicly,  at  mid-day,  to  be  used 
as  instruments  of  wrar  against  her  majesty’s  sub- 
jects. It  was  under  such  circumstances,  which  it 
is  to  be  hoped  will  never  recur,  that  the  vessel  was 
attacked  by  a party  of  her  majesty’s  people,  cap- 
tured and  destroyed. 

A remonstrance  against  the  act  in  question  has 
been  addressed  by  the  United  States  to  her  majes- 
ty’s government  in  England.  I am  not  authorised 
to  pronounce  the  decision  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment upon  that  remonstrance,  but  I have  felt  my- 
self bound  to  record,  in  the  meantime,  the  above 
opinion,  in  order  to  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  against  the  spirited  and  loyal  conduct  of  a 
party  of  her  majesty’s  officers  and  people  being 
qualified,  through  an  unfortunate  misapprehension, 
as  I believe,  of  the  facts,  with  the  appellation  of 
outrage  or  of  murder. 

I avail  myself  of  thiaHfeasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  disWPwshed  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  stale. 

Washington,  December  31,  1S40. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  29th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine 
of  the  26th,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  Alex.  McLeod,  as  one  of  the  perpetrators 
ot  the  outrage  committed  in  New  York  when  the 
steamboat  Caroline  was  seized  and  burnt.  Full 
evidence  of  that  outrage  has  been  presented  to  her 
majesty’s  government  with  a demand  for  redress, 
and  of  course  no  discussion  of  the  circumstances 
here  can  be  either  useful  or  proper,  nor  can  I sup- 
pose it  to  be  your  desire  to  invite  it.  I take  leave 
of  the  subject,  with  this  single  remark,  that  the 
opinion  so  strongly  expressed  by  you  on  the  facts 
and  principles  involved  in  the  demand  for  repara- 
tion on  her  majesty’s  government  by  the  U.  Slates 
would  hardly  have  been  hazarded  had  you  been 
possessed  of  the  carefully  collected  testimony 
which  has  been  presented  to  your  government  in 
support  of  that  demand. 

I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Honor  to  the  brave!  The  Richmond  En- 
quirer states  that  nine  swords  voted  by  the  general 
assembly,  at  different  periods,  to  certain  officers, 
natives  of  Virginia,  in  testimony  of  their  gallantry 
in  the  last  war,  have  been  at  length  delivered,  and 
are  placed  in  the  executive  chamber.  The  gover- 
nor has  appointed  the  22d  of  February  next  lor  the 
presentation,  when  the  officers  who  will  receive 
them,  and  several  other  military  and  naval  charac- 
ters of  distinction,  are  expected  to  attend.  The  de- 
vices and  ornamental  work  on  the  blades  and  scab- 
bards are  said  to  be  very  appropriate,  and  executed 
in  the  best  style.  The  following  are  the  officers  to 
whom  (or  their  representatives)  these  swords  will 
be  delivered. 

Jlrmy — Gen.  Roger  Jones;  col.  George  Armi- 
stead;  major  Th.  M.  Nelson;  capt.  Richard  H.  Bell. 

Navy — Capt.  Th.  Ap.  Catesby  Jones;  capt.  Ch. 
W.  Morgan;  capt.  Eiiea  F.  Valette;  capt.  Hugh 
N.^Page. 

Marine  corps—  Col.  Archibald  Henderson. 


THE  ARMY. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  major  general  Macomb. 
After  the  secretary  of  war’s  report,  follows  the  re- 
port of  major  general  Alexander  Macomb,  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  army — who  gives  a faithful 
idea  of  the  condition  of  our  army,  and  reports  it  as 
in  danger  of  becoming  inefficient  by  the  number  of 
ineffective  officers,  from  age,  infirmaties,  wounds, 
&c.  belonging  to  it,  that  demands  the  attention  of 
congress.  The  remedy  he  proposes  we  give  below 
in  his  own  w’ords,  and  think  them  not  only  judi- 
cious, but  meriting  the  attention  of  the  nation: 

“In  my  last  annual  report,  I recommended  that 
some  provision  be  made  tor  keeping  the  corps  of 
officers  effective,  by  allowing  such  of  them  as 
should,  from  age,  wounds,  or  other  infirmities,  be 
unfit  to  perform  their  respective  duties,  to  retire 
from  active  service  on  their  pay  proper,  as  a means 
of  support,  without  any  other  emoluments;  and  re- 
ported a plan  by  which  it  could  be  etfected  without 
any  additional  cost  to  the  nation,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  be  productive  not  only  of  efficiency  in 
the  service,  but  a real  saving  of  expense  to  govern- 
ment; and  I beg  leave  here  to  repeat  the  plan,  pre- 
senting it  in  the  shape  of  a bill.” 

This  bill  provides  that  when  an  officer  shall  have 
served  twenty  years,  and  becomes  disabled,  he  shall 
retire  on  his  pay  proper,  without  emoluments.  His 
place  supplied  by  promotion.  The  officer  promot- 
ed draws  his  former  pay  only,  with  the  emoluments 
of  the  retired  officer. 

The  general-in-chief  makes  another  suggestion, 
we  think  not  only  good  but  equitable,  and  are  sur- 
prised that  it  has  not  been  acted  upon  before.  It  is 
as  follows: — 

“I  hope  I may  be  excused  for  again  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  department  to  the  fact,  that  there  is 
no  provision  made  by  law  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  who  may 
die  in  consequence  of  wounds  received,  or  diseases 
contracted  by  exposure,  in  the  service;  while  there 
is  a provision  of  that  nature  for  all  other  descrip- 
tions of  troops,  whether  militia,  rangers,  sea-fenci- 
ble  or  volunteers,  as  will  appear  by  the  act  of  the 
4th  of  July,  1836.  There  are  the  widows  of  several 
meritorious  officers  and  soldiers  now  suffering  by 
the  deprivation  of  their  natural  protectors,  who  have 
sacrificed  their  lives  in  their  country’s  service,  to 
whom  the  extension  of  the  provision  of  that  law 
would  be  a great  relief;  and  I am  3ure,  with  a 
knowledge  of  that  fact,  you  will  see  the  justice  of 
urging  on  congress  the  application  of  the  benefits 
of  that  law  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  regular  army  who  have  thus  died  in  the 
service  of  their  country.” 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  adjutant  general. 
The  report  of  the  aggregate  number  of  men  in  the 
army  is  10,570 — 1,967  recruits  required. 

The  aggregate  number  of  officers  and  soldiers, 
militia  included,  belonging  to  the  army  service  in 
Florida  under  general  Annistead,  is  5,161;  the  num- 
ber of  recruits  required  is  2,328. 

The  number  ot  recruits  enlisted  last  year  has 
been  6,316;  out  of  that  number  Baltimore  has  fur- 
nished 153. 

Colonel  Totten  the  chief  engineer,  in  reporting 
upon  the  defences  of  the  country,  makes  mention 
of  the  following,  which  greatly  interests  Baltimore, 
and  we  do  hope  our  representatives  will  urge  the 
matter  on  congress  without  delay. 

“ Fort  on  Soller’s  Point  fats,  harbor  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  In  renewing  the  proposition  contained 
in  the  report  of  last  year,  to  commence  this  work,  I 
take  leave  to  copy  what  was  then  stated. 

“With  Fort  McHenry  as  the  only  defensive  work 
between  Baltimore  and  the  Chesapeake  bay,  that 
city  is  wholly  without  defence  against  an  attack  by 
land — such,  for  instance  as  was  undertaken  by  the 
English  during  the  last  war — and  is,  at  the  same 
tune,  inadequately  protected  from  an  attack  by  the 
river. 

“The  first  step  to  be  taken,  in  the  creation  of  a 
better  system  of  defence  for  this  harbor,  is  the  erec- 
tion of  a strong  casemated  battery  on  tiie  outer  ex 
tremity  on  Seller's  Point  flats — a work  projected 


there  were  362  sick,  547  convalescent.  Total,  909, 
in  the  army,  and  254  deaths  during  the  last  year — 
which  seems  to  us  a very  small  number,  consider- 
ing the  many  sickly  positions  occupied  by  the  army 
and  the  arduous  duties  it  has  performed  during  the 
last  year. 

Promotions , fyc.  The  following  promotions  have 
been  made  since  the  publication  of  the  last  “gene- 
ral orders”  (No.  51)  announcing  promotions: 

First  dragoons.  1st  lieutenant  E.  Steen  to  be 
captain;  2d  lieutenant  L.  P.  Davidson  to  be  1st 
lieutenant;  brevet  2d  lieutenant  J.  W.  T.  Gardiner 
to  be  2d  lieutenant. 

Third  Infantry.  1st  lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne  to 
be  captain;  2d  lieutenant  J.  Currier,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant; brevet  2d  lieutenant  D.  S.  Irwin  to  be  2d 
lieutenant;  brevet  2d  lieutenant  T.  Jordon  to  be  2d 
lieutenant. 

Fifth  infantry.  2d  lieutenant  N.  B.  Rossell  to  be 
1st  lieutenant. 

Sixth  infantry.  2d  lieutenant  J.  Hendrickson  to 
be  1st  lieutenant;  brevet  2d  lieutenant  J.  D.  Bacon 
to  be  2d  lieutenant. 

Resignations.  Captain  J.  S.  Van  Derveer,  1st 
dragoons;  2d  lieutenant  A R.  Lawlirr,  1st  artillery; 
assistant  surgeon  G.  A.  Williams. 

Deaths.  Captain  A.  Lewis,  3d  infantry;  1st  lieu- 
tenant S.  Whitehorne,  5th  infantry;  1st  lieutenant 
W.  D.  Berrien,  6th  infantry. 

Late  from  Florida — more  Indian  murders.  We 
learn  from  the  Charleston  Courier  of  Wednesday, 
that  the  Indians  have  committed  more  murders  in 
Florida,  and  that,  too,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  U.  S.  military  stations. 

It  appears  that  lieutenant  Sherwood  and  a Mrs. 
Montgomery,  wife  of  lieut.  Montgomery,  of  the  7th 
regiment  of  infantry,  were  riding  out  tor  pleasure, 
a tew  days  since,  under  an  escort  of  soldiers,  and, 
when  only  two  miles  from  the  military  post  at  Mi- 
canopy,  were  fired  on  by  a party  of  Indians.  Lieut. 
Sherwood,  Mrs.  Montgomery,  a sergeant  major  and 
two  privates  of  the  escort,  were  killed.  Mrs.  M. 
was  from  Cincinnati,  and  had  been  married  but  a 
short  time. 

The  news  was  brought  to  Fort  Fanning  by  ex- 
press on  the  29th  uit.  Five  privates  were  missing 
at  the  time  the  express  left  Micanopy. 

Two  wagoners,  on  the  road  trom  Pilatka  to  Fort 
Russell,  were  shot  by  the  Indians  on  Tuesday  last. 
They  had  started  out  a few  hours  in  advance  of  the 
escort,  anil  were  shot  7 miles  from  Pilatka. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  brigadier  general  Armi- 
stead,  commanding  the  army  of  Florida,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  dated 

Head  quarters  army  of  Florida, 
Tampa,  December  20,  1840. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  suggestions  and  instructions  therein 
contained  will  receive  immediate  attention. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I inform  you  that 
the  Indians  are  daily  coming  in  at  different  posts. 
Echo  emalhla,  the  chief  of  the  Tallahassees,  came 
in  at  Fort  No.  4,  a few  days  since,  and  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  all  his 
people,  will  follow  his  example.  From  the  position 
of  this  tiibe,  adjacent  to  the  settlements,  its  remo- 
val is  particularly  desirable. 

A considerable  number  of  the  Seminoles  proper 
is  expected  at  Fort  Armistead  (Bora  Sorasota)  in 
a few  days.  The  people  acknowledge  for  their 
chief  ile-la-too-chee,  one  of  the  delegation,  who  is 
sanguine  that  they  will  consent  to  emigrate. 

A runner  was  despatched  on  the  19th  to  the  camp 
of  Wild-cat,  who  is  said  to  have  known  nothing  of 
the  rupture  at  Fort  King.  He  lias  been  invited  to 
come  to  this  place  with  an  assurance  that  he  shall 
receive  no  injury,  nor  be  coerced  to  emigrate. 

I have  not  yet  been  able  to  communicate  with 
Sain  Jones,  or  with  the  bond  of  Spanish  Indians, 
but  hope  soon  to  find  the  means  of  doing  so.  Should 
the  Seminoles  and  Tallahassees  generally  consent 
to  emigrate,  it  will  doubtless  have  a favorable  effect 
on  the  Micasukies  and  other  more  hostile  bands. 


The  Savannah  Republican  of  Monday  last  says 


by  the  board  of  engineers  many  years  ago.  This  that  the  news  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  In- 


work being  completed,  the  channel  ot  the  river  will 
be  powerfully  commanded;  and  an  enterprise  ad- 
vancing against  the  city  from  North  Point,  or  along 
the  opposite  shore,  will  be  liable  to  be  cut  otf  from 
all  retreat  by  troops  thrown  across  the  liver,  or  sent 
down  the  river,  and  landed  near  the  work. 

“The  position  is  a good  one;  the  woik  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  security  of  Baltimore;  and,  as  much 
time  must  necessarily  be  consumed  in  raising  the 
foundation  out  of  water,  it  seems  important  that  im- 
mediate measures  be  taken  for  the  commencement 
of  the  work;  and  lo  this  end  a small  appropriation 
is  asked  for  next  year.” 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  surgeon  general. 
The  surgeon  general  reports  on  the  Stlth  September 


dians  by  col.  Harney,  19  confirmed  by  the  arrival  at 
this  port  last  evening  of  the  schooner  Laurana,  capt. 
Swa9ey,  in  24  hours  from  St.  Augustine. 

“It  appears  that  col.  Harney,  at  the  head  of  99 
men,  came  upon  a camp  of  some  60  Indians  about 
25  miles  from  Kejr  Biscayne.  The  Indians  were  at 
their  breakfast.  The  attack  was  ‘sharp,  short  and 
decisive,’  and  the  result  most  fortunate.  Ten  of  the 
warriors  were  killed  in  the  encounter,  or  hung  af- 
terwards, and  forty-five  women  and  children  were 
taken  prisoners.  Col.  Harney  lost  one  man  killed, 
and  five  were  wounded.  The  prisoners  were  brought 
into  Key  Biscayne,  from  which  post  col.  H.  again 
set  ou!  on  the  2Slh  ultimo,  with  a detachment  of  75 
men,  in  quest  of  Sam  Jones’  camjp,  to  which  fine  df 
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the  warriors,  who  was  spared  to  act  as  a guide,  pro- 
mised to  conduct  him.” 

The  following  is  a letter  from  judge  Marvin  to 
the  editors  of  the  Tallahassee  Floridian,  giving 
some  additional  particulars  of  the  expedition  of  col. 
Harney: 

On  board,  the  brig  Waculla, 

St.  Mark’s,  Dec.  31,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  News  had  arrived  at -Key  West  be- 
fore my  leaving  there  that  col.  Harney,  of  the  U.  S. 
A.  about  the  15th  instant,  had  a rencontre  with  the 
Indians  in  the  interior  of  the  everglades.  With  a 
force  of  about  ninety  men  he  entered  the  everglades 
in  canoes,  guided  by  John,  a negro  who  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians  in  1835,  from  his  master,  Dr. 
Grews,  and  who  escaped  arid  came  into  the  camp 
at  Cape  Florida  a few  months  since.  The  negro 
conducted  the  colonel  though  the  everglades  to  the 
Indian  town,  and  he  surrounded  it  and  fired  upon 
them,  killing  one  or  two  Indians,  and  taking  thiity- 
eight  prisoners.  In  the  assault  the  chief  of  the  band, 
Chai-ki-ka,  escaped,  but  was  pursued  several  miles 
by  one  of  the  dragoons,  and  overtaken  and  shot. — 
Among  the  prisoners  taken  were  ten  warriors,  nine 
of  whom  were  hung;  the  life  of  the  tenth  being 
saved  for  a future  guide.  The  rest  of  the  prisoners 
were  women  and  children,  and  were  all  spared  and 
taken  to  the  post  at  Cape  Florida. 

This  band  of  Indians  is  known  as  the  Spanish 
band,  and  the  same  who  murdered  Mr.  Cooley’s 
family  and  several  others  at  Cape  Florida,  and  cap- 
tain Walton  of  the  light  ship,  and  Dr.  Crews.  They 
are  the  same  Indians,  too,  who  surprised  col.  Har- 
ney a year  since,  at  Calooshatchie,  under  Macomb’s 
treaty  of  peace;  and  the  same  who  recently  burned 
and  destroyed  the  settlements  on  Indian  Key,  kill- 
ing men,  women  and  children,  and  mutilating  their 
bodies  in  a most  barbarous  manner.  This  band  of 
Indians,  with  this  same  Chai-ki-ka  at  their  head, 
have  been  the  terror  of  the  south  for  years,  and 
have  probably  drank  as  much  white  blood  as  any  in 
the  territory. 

The  colonel  recaptured  thirteen  or  fourteen  of 
Colt’s  rifles,  taken  from  him  at  Caloosahatchie  by 
the  Indians,  and  about  two  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  goods  carried  oft' by  the  Indins  from  Indian  Key. 

This  affair  of  colonel  Harney’s  will  do  more  to 
strike  terror  into  the  Indians,  and  bring  about  a 
real  peace,  than  any  thing  that  has  occurred  for  a 
long  time.  The  everglade  is  no  longer  the  refuge 
of  the  Indian.  His  own  fastnesses  are  penetrated 
by  the  white  man. 

Colonel  Harney  is  about  again  to  penetrate  the 
everglades,  in  pursuit  of  Sam  Jones — he  now  hav- 
ing a guide  to  conduct  him  to  his  town.  He  is  to 
be  joined  by  several  officers  in  the  navy,  and  a com- 
pany of  marines,  who  are  now  upon  the  coast. — 
Energy  like  this  will  soon  end  the  war,  and  with 
less  loss  of  life  than  temporising  measures. 

The  Floridian  also  contains  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  Tampa  Bay  in  reference  to 
the  pacification  of  the  Indians: 

Tampa,  Dec.  23,  1840.  “Tiger  Tail’s  son  and 
brother,  with  several  others,  have  come  into  Fort 
King,  and  surrendered  themselves.  Tiger  Tail 
himself  is  daily  expected.  On  his  arrival,  the  par- 
ty will  be  sent  to  Tampa  under  an  escort,  which  is 
required  as  a security  against  interruption  from  the 
Miccasukies.  Among  the  delegation  is  a nephew 
of  Echo-emathia,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Talla- 
hassees.  This  man  was  sent  out  to  bring  in  that 
chief,  and  has  returned  with  him,  his  son,  and  six  or 
eight  others,  who  are  now  at  Fort  No.  4,  near  Ce- 
dar Keys.  The  son  has  gone  out  again  to  bring  in 
his  father’s  brother,  but  has  not  yet  returned.  So 
far,  then,  as  the  Tallahassee  tribe  is  concerned,  the 
prospects  are  certainly  flattering.  A portion  of  the 
delegation  are  now  in  the  neighborhood  of  Peas 
Creek,  collecting  their  brethren,  the  Seminoles  pro- 
per. Seventy  or  eighty  of  these  had,  some  time 
since,  already  collected,  and  were  on  their  way  in, 
but  were  unfortunately  alarmed  and  dispersed  on 
seeing  an  armed  boat’s  crew,  who  were  out  scout- 
ing. Such  assurances  have  been  sent  to  them,  and 
explanations  made,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  their 
coming  in  now;  and  they  are  expected  at  Char- 
lotte’s harbor  in  about  ten  days,  where  they  will  be 
met  by  their  chief,  Holotoochee,  (the  principal 
chief  of  the  delegation),  who  has  promised  to  bring 
them  from  Tampa  there  in  a steamboat. 

“The  delegation  (from  Arkansas)  has  also  sent 
to  Coachoochee,  one  of  the  most  active  and  formi- 
dable of  the  Miccasukie  chiefs,  by  one  of  his  people, 
(who  lately  came  in  with  a flag  of  truce  and  sur- 
rendered himself),  in  the  hope  to  induce  him  to 
come  in.  This  Coachoochee  has  an  uncle  in  the 
delegation,  who  has  sent  urgent  entreaties  to  him  to 
come  and  listen  to  what  he  has  to  say.” 

Later.  Lieut,  colonel  Harney  has  started  again, 
in  connection  with  a detachment  of  officers  and 
sailors  from  lieutenant  McLaughlin’s  command,  and 


a party  of  marines,  under  lieutenants  Sloan  and 
Wilson,  for  Sam  Jones’  camp.  They  are  accom- 
panied by  the  negro  John,  who  was  wounded  in  the 
former  excursion,  and  an  Indian  prisoner. 

Captain  W.  B.  Davidson,  of  the  3d  artillery,  died 
of  the  disease  contracted  in  the  everglades. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  United  States  sloop  Concord,  commander 
Boerum,  bound  to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  diopped 
down  to  Hampton  Roads  yesterday  morning,  and 
will  sail  first  fair  wind. 

[Norfolk  Beacon,  December  28. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constitution  and  the 
United  States  schooner  Shark  left  Guyaquil  on  the 
3d  October,  all  well. 

The  United  States  sloop  St.  Louis  at  Callio,  all 
well. 

The  United  States  frigate  Macedonian,  comman- 
der Jesse  Wilkinson,  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the 
21st  ult.  one  month  from  Norfolk.  Subsequently 
she  exchanged  salutes  with  the  French  corvette 
Sabine. 

The  United  States  brig  Consort  lieutenant  com- 
mander Powell,  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  23d, 
from  St.  Josephs,  having  completed  the  surveys  of 
that  harbor,  and  of  Apalachicola. 

The  United  States  steamer  Missouri  was  launch- 
ed at  New  York  on  the  7th  inst.  in  handsome  style. 

The  New  York  American  states  that  a court 
martial  was  convened  at  the  navy  yard  on  Monday, 
for  the  trial  of  three  midshipmen.  The  court  is 
composed  of  captains  Renshaw,  Perry,  Cooper, 
Salter;  commanders  Paulding,  Williamson,  McIn- 
tosh, McCluney  and  Sands.  John  McKeon,  judge 
advocate. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

“The  faith  of  the  states.”  In  a para- 
graph on  this  subject  the  Cincinnati  Republican 
utters  the  following  commendable  sentiments: 

We  feel  an  honest  pride  at  the  noble  stand  which 
our  countrymen  have  taken  on  this  subject.  The 
purpose  is  fixed  all  over  the  land  never  to  violate  the 
faith  of  the  states.  A few  bold  and  unprincipled 
men,  reckless  of  obligation,  and  regardless  of  duty, 
have  dared  to  defend  an  opposite  action.  But  such 
conduct  has  been  repelled  by  the  nation.  In  an 
hour  of  distress  and  darkness,  when  no  aid  was 
looked  for,  and  hardly  a hope  of  relief  was  felt,  the 
states,  as  one  man,  have  declared  that  their  faith 
should  remain  unbroken.  Let  all  doubts  on  this 
subject  be  now  dispelled.  This  people  are  faithful, 
and  the  states  will  always  prove  their  fidelity  by 
meeting  fully  and  promptly  whatever  engagements 
they  may  make.  Not  one  of  them  will  forfeit  its 
word,  or  dishonor  its  name. 

That  portion  of  the  union,  which  is  bounded  west 
by  the  Mississippi,  north  by  the  Great  Lakes,  east 
by  the  Alleghany  river,  and  south  by  the  river 
Ohio,  contains  at  present  nearly  four  millions  of  in- 
habitants. The  remainder  of  the  great  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  is  believed  to  contain  about  four 
millions  more. 

MAINE. 

According  to  the  official  account,  the  vote  at  the 
late  congressional  election  in  Oxford  district  was 
as  follows: — Long,  ( W.)  3,687,  Littlefield,  (Y.  B.) 
4,399,  scattering,  732.  The  ISth  inst.  is  appointed 
for  another  trial. 

Governor.  The  legislature  of  Maine  are  examin- 
ing the  returns:  the  conlest  is  very  close  between 
the  two  governors.  Kent,  it  is  understood,  accord- 
ing to  the  Boston  papers,  leads  Fairfield  a few  votes, 
but  there  being  about  100  scattering  votes  no  choice 
may  have  been  made.  In  that  case  the  legislature 
will  elect  a governor  who  will  assuredly  be  Edward 
Kent. 

VERMONT. 

Fugitive  slaves  in  Vermont.  The  legislature  of 
Vermont,  has  passed  an  act  regulating  the  proceed- 
ings on  claims  tor  runaway  slaves.  Its  most  im- 
portant provisions  are,  says  the  Boston  Traveller, 
that  the  claim  must,  in  all  cases,  be  passed  upon 
by  a jury — that  il  the  decision  is  against  the  claim- 
ant, the  alleged  slave  shall  never  again  be  molested 
upon  the  same  claim,  and  any'  subsequent  arrest, 
or  removal  of  the  alleged  slave  out  of  the  state, 
under  any  process  whatever,  shall  be  punished  as 
kidnapping — that  the  state’s  attorney  shall  appear 
for  the  alleged  slave,  receiving  his  compensation 
from  the  state — that  ttie  alleged  slave  shall  be  en- 
titled to  subpsenas  without  charge— that  the  claim- 
ant, before  his  claim  is  ascertained,  shall  give  a 
bond  to  the  slate,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $1,000,  con- 
ditioned to  pay  all  costs  and  expenses,  justly  char- 
ble  upon  him,  two  dollars  a week  for  the  support 
of  the  alleged  slave  while  in  custody,  and  one  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  alleged  slave,  besides  his  da- 
| inages,  if  the  claim  is  not  sustained— and  finally. 


that  any  attempt  to  remove  any  alleged  slave  with- 
out the  authority  of  law  shall  be  punished  w ith  a 
fine  Of  $500  to  the  party  aggrieved,  and  imprison- 
ment in  the  state  prison  for  not  more  than  ten  years. 

[Pilot. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  assembled  Wednes- 
day morning  in  the  state  house,  at  Boston.  The 
house  of  representatives  was  railed  to  order  at  11 
o’clock,  A.  M.  by  Isaac  P.  Davis,  the  senior  mem- 
ber from  Boston.  George  Ashman,  of  Springfield, 
was  elected  speaker,  on  the  second  ballot,  and  Lu- 
ther S.  Cushing  re-elected  clerk.  The  senate  was 
organized  by  the  re-election  of  Daniel  V.  King,  as 
president,  and  Charles  Calhoun,  clerk,  without  op- 
position. 

Election.  Tenth  congressional  district.  No  mem- 
ber of  congress  having  been  chosen  in  this  district 
at  the  late  elections,  a new  trial  took  place  on  Mon- 
day, which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Nathaniel  B. 
Borden,  whig,  over  Henry  Williams,  V.  B.  the  pre- 
sent incumbent,  by  the  following  vote:  Borden 
4,320;  Williams  3,730;  scattering  202. 

Mr.  Borden’s  plurality  over  Mr.  Williams,  it  will 
be  seen,  is  590 — his  majority  over  every  thing  is 
388.  The  majority  against  Williams  is  792. 

Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Middlesex  district,  is  the  only 
Van  Buren  member  in  the  Massachusetts  delega- 
tion to  the  next  congress. 

Mr.  Borden  was  a member  of  the  last  or  25th 
congress,  and  constituted  one  of  those  who  have 
been  called  conservatives. 

The  vote  had  stood  thus  on  the  first  trial:  Borden 
4,991;  Williams  4,995;  scattering  73. 

NEW  YORK. 

Legislature.  The  legislature  of  New  York  met 
at  Albany'  on  Tuesday.  P.  B.  Porter,  jr.  (W.) 
of  Niagara  county,  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house.  Lieutenant  governor  Bradish  took  the  chair 
in  the  senate. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  legislature  met  at  Harrisburg  on  the  5th  inst. 
In  the  senate  there  was  but  one  absentee,  on  the 
call  to  order,  at  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Strohm,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
speaker,  when  Charles  B.  Penrose,  of  Cumberland, 
(whig)  was  elected  on  the  first  ballot.  The  vote 
was,  for  Penrose  18;  Kingsbury,  (V.  B.)  7;  Sny  der 
3;  scattering  4.  On  being  conducted  to  the  chair 
by  Messrs.  Kingsbury  ami  Snyder,  Mr.  Penrose 
made  a feeling  and  eloquent  address. 

In  the  house,  also,  ejKgejr  member  was  present 
except  one,  who  was4^Ht  on  account  of  indis- 
position. After  the  roUTiad  been  called,  the  house, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crabb,  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a speaker.  On  the  first  ballot,  the  vote  was  for 
Ner  Middleswarth,  (W.)  48;  Richard  Broadhead, 
(V.  B ) 48;  scattering  2.  A second  ballot  was  im- 
mediately held,  which  resulted  as  follows — Mid- 
dleswarth, (W.)  43;  Flenniken,  (V.  B.)  48;  scat- 
tering, 3.  No  one  having  a majority  of  the  whole 
number,  a third  ballot  was  had,  which  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  William  A.  Crabb,  (W.)  of  Philadel- 
phia, as  the  speaker.  The  vote  was,  for  Crabb, 
53;  Middleswarth  44;  scattering,  2.  The  V.  B. 
members  to  the  number  of  48,  supported  Mr.  Crabb 
in  a body,  and  with  the  aid  of  five  w liigs,  that  gen- 
tleman appears  to  have  been  elected  over  Mr.  Mid- 
dleswarth, the  regular  whig  candidate. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  Philadelphia,  Mon- 
day, January  4th,  1841.  At  a stated  meeting  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
Samuel  Breck  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Joseph 
Gralz  appointed  secretary. 

The  president  of  the  bank  then  submitted  and 
read  to  the  meeting  the  report  of  the  dividend  com- 
mittee, and  also  submitted  a detailed  statement  of 
the  bank  in  a printed  form. 

On  motion,  resolved  that  the  said  report  submit- 
ted by  the  president  be  accepted.  Which  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Lentz  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  allowance  or  presents 
shall  be  made  by  the  directors  to  any  officer  or  other 
persons  employed  by  this  institution. 

When  the  following  was  offered  by  Mr.  Kennedy 
as  a substitute: 

Resolved,  That  the  present  policy  of  the  directors 
of  this  bank  in  contracting  its  business  and  retrench- 
ing its  expenses,  meet  the  approbation  of  the  stock- 
holders, and  its  continuance  is  lecommended. 

Which  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Mr.  Joshua  Lip- 
pi ncott: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  six  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  details  of  the  reports  submitted 
to  the  stockholders  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  appoint  the  commit- 
tee. 

Whereupon  the  following  stockholders  were  no- 
minated and  appointed:  Joshua  Lippincott,  Moses 
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Kempton,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Charles  Massey,  Rich- 
ard Willing,  David  Kirkpatrick. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  authorised  to  fill 
any  vacancy  which  may  occur  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  now  adjourn  to  meet 
at  this  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  at  10 
o’clock.  Samuel  Breck,  chairman. 

Jos.  Gratz,  secretaty. 

The  Inquirer  says:  “In  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings, the  president  of  the  bank,  Thomas  Dunlap, 
esq.  made  some  explanatory  remarks  in  relation  to 
a reduction  of  expenses,  which  appeared  to  give 
very  general  satisfaction.  The  resolution  approv- 
ing of  the  recent  course  of  the  directors,  was  pass- 
ed unanimously.  It  may  be  well  enough  to  men- 
tion here,  that  in  introducing  a more  economical 
system  into  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
institution,  Mr.  Dunlap  commenced  by  proposing  a 
reduction  on  his  own  salary  of  25  per  cent. 

A considerable  number  of  stockholders  were  in 
attendance,  and  afterthe  official  statement  had  been 
read  by  the  president,  and  one  or  two  explanatory 
remarks  had  been  made,  every  thing  passed  off  with 
■entire  harmony,  and  the  general  proceedings  ap- 
peared to  inspire  a feeling  of  confidence  and  satis- 
faction. We  indulge  a hope  that  from  this  time  for- 
ward, the  condition  of  the  bank  will  continue  to  im- 
prove, and  its  resources  to  accumulate.” 
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Totals  Irom  the  above  table, 
Active  assets 
Suspended  “ 


g 

S' 


12,187,111  10 
9,799,800  58 


Stocks  on  hand  at  Bank  U.  S,  viz 
State  loans 
City  loans 
Bank  stocks,  viz: 

Morris  canal  and  banking 


880,988  12 
172,625  00 


company 

Banks  in  Natchez,  Miss. 
“ Grand  Gulf,  “ 

“ Vicksburg,  “ 

“ Other  places,  “ 

“ New  Orleans 
“ Louisiana 
“ Tennessee 
“ Other  states 


961,380  00 
465,700  00 
205,300  00 
120,855  55 
40,800  00 
333,800  00 
99,200  00 
228,100  00 
169,865  00 


Texas  bonds  and  treasury  notes 
Incorporated  companies  for  public 
and  other  improvements  located  in 
Pennsylvania,  viz: 

Loan  to  Cumberland  Valley 
rail  road  441,000  00 

Danville  and  Pottsville  rail 
road  117,083  33 

Sandy  and  Beaver  canal  647,011  17 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington 
and  Baltimore  rail  road  152,500  00 
Williamsport  and  Elmita 
rail  road  350,000  00 

Union  canal  247,300  91 

Stock  of  Reading  rail  road  208,800  00 
Stock  and  loan  to  Little 
Schuylkill  Navigation 
rail  road  and  Coal  co.  960,792  80 
Other  companies  871,346  74 


2,633,000  55 
137,015  43 


Located  in  other  states: 

Loan  to  N.  York,  Boston 
and  Providence  rail  road  501,592  76 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
canal  375,893  30 

Other  companies  370,350  00 


3,995,834  95 


Bank  United  States  stock,  balance 
unsold,  24,714  shares 
On  hand  at  agency,  New  Orleans 
On  hand  at  agency  in  London,  viz: 
Indiana  5 per  cents.  162,000  00 

Maryland  5 “ 179,000  00 

Illinois  6 “ 33,000  00 

Michigan  6 “ 272,000  00 

Ohio  state  stocks  4,000  00 

Ohio  Life  and  Trust  com- 
pany’s bonds  1,000,000  00 

Farmers  Loan  and  Trust 

company’s  bonds  234,000  00 

American  Life  and  Trust 

company’s  bonds  627,555  56. 

Reading  rail  road  411,111  11 

Texas  bonds  184,204  71 


1,247,836  06 

2,471,400  00 
56,744  00 


Deposited  as  security  for  loans  in  Eu- 
rope, viz^ 

Pennsylvania  &percents  5,1 17,906  16 

Mississippi  5 per  cents  3,086,000  00 

Maryland  5 400,000  00 

Indiana  5 “ 596,000  00 

Michigan  6 “ 3,533,000  00 

Illinois  6 “ 1,368,000  00 

Farmers  Loan  and  Trust 
bond3  300,000  00 


3,109,871  37 


On  hand  with  R.  Alsop  and  J.  A. 

Brown,  speeial  agents: 
Pennsylvania  5 per  cents  1,160,000  00 
Camden  and  Amboy  rail 
road  bonds  522,222  22 

Hazleton  coal  company  231, 4S1  48 

Philadelphia,  Wilmington 

and  Baltimore  rail  road  811,111  11 


14,450,609  16 


Pennsylvania  5 per  cents 
Special  loan  to  commonwealth 


2,724,814  81 
16,487  21 
271,000  00 


Bank  United  States 
Agency,  Boston 

New  York 
Washington 
Georgia 
Mobile 
New  Orleans 
Louisville 
Pittsburg 
Erie 

Cincinnati 


#31 

Real  estate. 
1,328,339  74 
1,275  00 
245,802  59 
6.559  98 

1,25S,067  99 
19,334  84 
14,875  53 
16,034  03 
13,000  00 
145,671  03 


,665.553  66 
Bk'g  houses. 
333,015  14 


21,847  06 

20,000  00 

132,719  37 

27.369  72 
78,761  51 


3,048,960  73  613,712  80 


3,662,673  53 


Bonds  and  mortgages,  at 
Bank  United  States  650,557  98 
Agency,  New  York  89,348  33 

Mobile  80,000  00 

819,906  31 

Balances  with  agency  in  London,  and 
Paris  and  Amsterdam  bankers  578,195  41 

Foreign  bills  of  exchange  557,847  75 

Bonus  for  charter,  26  years  2,600,000  00 

Due  by  state  banks,  viz:  to  Bank  U. 

States: 

N.  American  Trust  and 

Banking  company  357,000  00 
Banks  in  Natchez,  Miss.  2,683,982  32 
“ Vicksburg  “ 1,429,166  74 
Gas  Light  and  Banking 
company  2,151,799  44 

Banks  in  Florida  436.298  86 

Other  banks  395,425  89 

Bonds  of  Planters’ bank  550,000  00 
To  office  and  agencies  711,126  98 

8,714,800  23 


70,585,868  75 

Notes  of  state  banks,  on 

hand  at  Bank  U.  States  237,912  38 
Agency,  New  York  469,528  37 

New  Orleans  237,805  90 

Other  offices  and  agencies  202,855  28 

1,148,101  93 

Specie  on  hand  at  Bank 

United  States  1,394,373  61 

Agency,  New  York  330,713  46 

New  Orleans  335,148  87 

Other  offices  and  agencies  111,487  03 

2,171,722  97 

Resulting  balance,  being  items  of 
account  outstanding  between  the 

bank,  the  offices  and  agencies  697,428  99 


$74,603,142  46 


Liabilities  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Decem- 
ber 21st,  1840. 

Circulation  late  and  pre- 
sent bank  9,336,000  90 

Post  notes  1,887,658  09 

11,223,65S  99 

Dividends  unclaimed  31,386  80 

Loans  in  Europe,  due  ku 


184  S, 

3,773,947  79 

Do. 

1842, 

3,912,465  28 

Do. 

1845, 

4,000,000  00 

Do. 

1847, 

888,888  90 

12,575,301  97 

Bonds  in  Europe,  due  in 

1842,  253,333  33 
Do.  1843,  248,888  89 

602,222  22 

Bond  to  the  U.  States, 
principal  and  interest  2,522,968  08 
Paid  on  account*  1,889,324  25 

633,643  83 

Gaurantee  of  Planters’  bank 
bonds,  due  in  1841,  238,000  00 

Do.  1842,  312,000  00 

550,000  00 

Guarantee  to  state  of  Mi- 
chigan, due  in  1841,  856,875  OQ 

Do.  1842,  901,875  00 

Do.  1843,  186,000  00 

1,944,750  00 

Due  to  state  banks,  viz: 

City  banks  3,453,300  77 

Distant  banks  2,880,920  55 

. — 6,334,221  32 

Due  to  depositors,  at  Bank 
United  States  1,536,086  19 

Agency,  New  York  332,936  50 
New  Orleans  1,125,608  96 
Other  offices  and  agencies  169,722  85 

— — 3,164,354  50 


36,959,539  63 

Capital  stock  35,000,000  00 


71,959,539  63 

Surplus  2,643,602  83 


$74,603,142  46 

Report  of  the  dividend  committee.  The  committee 
appointed  on  the  31st  ultimo,  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what  dividend  for  the  last  six  months 
should  be  declared  out  of  the  profits  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  report — 

That  from  the  statement  herewith  submitted, 
marked  (A),  it  will  appear  that  the  amount  of  pro- 
fits arising  from  discounts,  exchange,  interest  and 


*The  funds  for  this  balance  have  been  advanced,  but 
the  vouchers  are  not  yet  received. 
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other  sources,  during  the  last  six  months,  is  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents  1,200,429  89 
The  current  expenses  of  the  bank  for 
its  officers  and  agencies  for  the  same 
period  amounting  to  138,859  97 


Peing  deducted  will  leave  1,061,589  92 

To  this  amount  must  be  added  balance 
remaining  to  credit  of  profit  and  loss 
as  reported  by  the  last  dividend 
committee,  amounting  to  2,404,056  49 

Making  together  3,465,626  41 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the  sum 

of  1,308,564  89 

Being  for  interest  on  loans  in  Europe 
and  on  bond  to  the  U.  States,  loss 
on  foreign  exchange,  expenses  on 
loans,  and  cost  of  specie  and  specie 
funds, 

Leaving  the  sum  of  2,157,061  52 

From  which  is  also  to  be  deducted  the 
semi-annual  appropriation  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  bonus  100,000  00 

Leaving  the  aggregate  nett  profits  of 

the  banks  2,057,061  52 

The  committee  further  report — 

That  the  statement  herewith  submitted  marked 
(B),  exhibits  the  last  return  of  suspended  debt  and 
real  estate  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  loss 
thereon,  and  an  account  of  the  interest  due  on  the 
same.  The  statement  C,  presents  a comparative 
view  of  these  several  subjects,  and  the  statement  D, 
presents  the  state  of  the  contingent  fund  to  meet  the 
losses  of  the  bank.  From  these  several  statements 
it  will  appear  that  the  amount  of  the  contingent 
fund  is  6,505,281  88 

From  which  deduct  the  losses  charge- 
able to  the  same  5,790,630  57 

standing  on  the  books  of  the  bank 
including  the  losses  at  Philadelphia 
and  those  transferred  from  the  office 
of  the  late  bank. 

Leaving  to  credit  of  contingent  fund  714,651  31 


And  that  the  estimated  probable  loss 
on  the  suspended  debt  and  real  es- 
tate is  4,930,640  57 

To  which  must  be  added  the  losses  at 
offices  and  agencies,  not  transferred 
to  the  books  at  Philadelphia  727,855  99 


From  which  may  be  deducted  the  in- 
terest on  that  part  of  the  suspended 
debt,  estimated  good 


5,658,496  56 


512,125  87 


Leaving  an  estimated  probable  loss  of  5,146,370  69 
On  submitting  this  statement  the  committee  of- 
fered the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
declare  a dividend  on  the  capital  stock  of  this  bank. 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  Jan.  2,  1841. 

(Signed)  M.  NEVYRTRR 

T P’wrV'ivALN 

JAMES  MARTIN, 
ROBERT  TAYLOR, 
RICHARD  PRICE. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  Jan.  5,  1841. 
At  an  election,  held  according  to  lavy  on  the  4th 
instant,  for  twenty  stockholders  to  serve  a$  directors 
for  the  present  year,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
duly  chosen,  viz: 


five  per  cent,  of  his  own  salary;  so  that  there  has 
been  a general  abatement  of  compensation  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  bank.  The  president  submitted  a 
report  made  by  a committee,  which  he  had  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  inspection  of  all  who  attended, 
containing  a detailed  exhibit  of  the  actual  condition 
of  the  institution.  We  learn  with  pleasure  that  the 
old  officers  were  last  evening  re-elected.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  the  presidentshall  superintend  the  ope- 
rations of  the  batik  till  it  is  restored  to  its  former 
flourishing  condition,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  the 
case  before  a very  great  lapse  of  time. 

[ Philadelphia  Sentinel. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  says:  “We 
learn  that  Mr.  Biddle,  the  late  president  of  the 
bank,  came  to  the  election  a few  minutes  before  3 
o’clock,  and  by  means  of  proxies  held  by  him  voted 
in  four  directors,  in  lieu  of  four  on  the  regular  ticket. 
Our  informant  believes  that  this  act  of  the  late  pre- 
sident was  without  the  concurrence  or  knowledge 
of  the  present  officers  of  the  bank.  The  following 
are  the  gentlemen  whose  names  were  on  the  regu- 
lar ticket,  and  whose  election  was  defeated  by  Mr. 
Biddle’s  proxies:  Samuel  N.  Lewis,  A.  J.  Lewis, 
Hugh  Campbell,  Jacob  Lakes.  The  gentlemen 
elected  in  their  places  are  Samuel  Jaudon,  Richard 
Price,  John  Hemphill,  James  Robertson. 

Bicknell’s  Reporter  states  that  this  bank  has  ob- 
tained a loan  in  London  of  $3,000,000,  which  will 
enable  them  to  resume  and  maintaiu  specie  pay- 
ments. 

The  same  paper  estimates  the  loss  of  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  States,  according  to  their  exhibit,  (stocks, 
&e.  at  market  price),  to  be  $17,345,955  05 — but 
the  value  of  the  assets  they  think  will  improve  as 
business  revives. 

In  reference  to  the  directors,  the  same  paper  says, 
the  new  board  is  composed,  generally  speaking  of 
men  of  first  rate  character.  The  majority  are  said 
to  be  perfectly  independent,  and  we  have  heard 
some  of  them  express  a solemn  determination  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  benefit  the  stockhold- 
ers and  reinspire  public  confidence.  One  plan  that 
has  been  talked  of  is  lo  cut  down  the  stock  to  its 
real  value,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  and  then  to 
permit  the  institution  to  do  business  on  a reduced 
capital,  and  to  pay  dividends  on  that  capital.  In 
short,  to  make  a liberal  allowance  for  bad  debts 
and  probable  losses,  and  to  commence  on  a new  and 
a better  system.  A change  of  officers  is  also  talk- 
ed of. 

MARYLAND. 

U.  S.  Senator.  We  noticed  the  election  of  Jno. 
Leeds  Kerr,  esq.  by  a joint  vote  of  70  to  19  blank 
ballots  and  three  scattering,  in  a former  Register.  At 
the  caucus  held  the  evening  before  the  election, 
there  were  four  candidates  voted  for  and  four  bailot- 
ings  occurred,  as  follows: 


and  just  protection  of  the  rights  of  every  section, 
thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  any  state  resorting  to 
her  own  means  of  self-deic.nce,  to  secure  unimpar- 
ed  her  institutions  and  her  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  has  seen  iTM”  STea^  9a" 
tisfaction,  the  stead}’  and  consistent  adh'reftce  °» 
her  senator,  John  C.  Calhoun,  to  the  w’el)  knoll  i,\ 
avowed,  and  matured  principles  of  the  state,  and 
they  accord  to  him  their  deliberate  and  strong  ap- 
proval, for  vindicating  and  upholding  the  settled 
and  well  known  doctrines  of  the  state  from  which 
he  holds  his  high  commission. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  state  have  cause 
to  congratulate  themselves,  that  the  party  feud3 
which  lately  weakened  the  vigor  of  its  counsels 
have  happily  ceased,  and  South  Carolina  now  pre- 
sents to  the  enemies  of  her  policy  and  peace,  at 
present  an  undivided  front;  and  is  prepared,  as  she 
is  resolved,  to  repel,  by  all  proper  means,  every  ag- 
gression upon  her  rights,  as  a sovereign  republic, 
the  instant  that  aggression  is  attempted. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit copies  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress  with 
instructions  to  submit  them  to  that  body. 

GEORGIA. 

It  is  stated,  though  with  a little  room  for  doubt, 
in  the  Milledgeville  Journal  of  the  5th  instant,  that 
governor  McDonald  has  refused  his  signature  to  the 
bill  which  passed  both  houses  by  decided  majorities, 
to  quarantine  vessels  from  Maine,  as  a means 
of  enforcing  satisfaction  for  the  refusal  of  that 
state  to  deliver  up  certain  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice. The  Journal  says:  “We  presume  the  gover- 
nor has  vetoed  the  bill,”  &c.;  and  more  positively 
afterwards — “Our  object  is  lo  apprise  our  friends 
that  the  veto  power  has  been  exercised  and  that 
this  bill  is  not  the  law  of  the  laud.” 

OHIO. 

The  message  of  governor  Shannon  to  the  legisla- 
ture, gives  a luminous  account  of  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  the  state.  He  says  the  total  amount  of  the 
state  debt  is  $14,809,447.  The  amount  that  will 
be  required  to  complete  the  public  works  now’  un- 
der way,  is  estimated  at  $2,438,000.  The  amount 
of  revenue  for  the  year  which  closed  on  the  30th 
November,  is  $306,498;  the  disbursements  of  the 
year  less  than  this  $11,407.  The  present  school 
fund  amounts  to  $286,200.  The  receipts  from  the 
national  road  during  the  year  were  $51,442;  the 
payments  less  than  this  $60.  The  amount  of  tolls, 
fines  and  water  rents  on  the  several  public  works, 
after  deducting  the  cost  of  repairs,  and  superinten- 
dence, and  awards  of  damage's;, was  $353,781 . This 
is  an  increase  over  the  receipts  of  last  year,  of 
$21,269. 


1st. 

2d. 

3d. 

4th. 

General  Emory, 

19 

16 

16 

1 

John  Leeds  Kerr, 

25 

27 

30 

41 

Henry  Page, 

28 

29 

30 

33 

Jas.  A.  Pearce, 

3 

3 

Thomas  Dunlap, 
James  Martin, 

J.  B.  Mcllvaine, 
George  Handy, 
Thomas  Fleming, 
Robert  Ralston, 
Robert  Taylor, 
Lawrence  Lewis, 
P.  L.  Laguerenne, 
Wm.  M.  Meredith, 


Matthew  Newkirk, 
Richard  Price, 
John  Hemphill, 
Samuel  Jaudon, 
James  Robertson, 
Harmar  Denny, 
John  Steele, 

John  C.  Boyd, 
Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Ayres. 


And  at  a meeting  of  the  directors  held  last  even 
in",  T.  Dunlap,  esq.  was  re-elected  president. 

A.  LARDNER,  cashier. 

Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  We  this  morning  lay 
before  our  readers  the  semi-annual  proceedings  ol 
the  stockholders  of  the  United  States  bank.  It  was 
deemed  expedient  not  to  declare  a dividend,  but 
the  doings  of  the  president  and  board  of  directors 
were  unanimously  approved.  In  the  course  of  the 
proceedings  it  became  necessary  for  the  president, 
Mr.  Dunlap,  to  address  the  stockholders,  and  we 
are  gratified  in  saying  that  his  remarks  met  the  ap- 
probation of  all  present.  In  the  progress  of  the  late 
reduction  of  salaries  iu  that  institution,  it  seems 
that  the  president  proposed  the  reduction  of  twenty- 


The  contest  was  between  gentlemen  all  of  whom 
were  highly  esteemed,  and  when  the  result  was  as- 
certained the  utmost  cordiality  was  expressed. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  detained  by  indisposition  for  some 
I ,javs  p * we  believe  recovered  so  far  as  to  repair 

to  "the  seat  °f  government. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Legislature.  The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  the  last  session  ot  the  legislature  ot  lQ!S 
state. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature, 
a bank  chartered  by  the  United  States,  and  whose 
notes  are  made  receivable  in  the  payment  ot  the 
public  dues,  is  contrary  lo  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
the  constitution;  is  not  w&rraiited  by  any  express 
grant  ol  power  to  congress;  and  is  unnecessary  and 
impolitic. 

Resolved,  That  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States  in  gold  ahd  silver  coin  is  strictly  con- 
stitutional; and  well  calculated  to  preserve  a sound 
circulating  medium;  and  the  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  instead 
of  entrusting  them  to  the  custody  of  any  incorpo- 
rated company  is  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  ot 
the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  power  given  to  congress,  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  and  imposts,  does  not 
authorise  congress  to  collect  money,  except  for  re- 
venue, and  that  a tariff  to  protect  the  industry  of 
one  portion  of  the  community  at  the  expense  ol  any 
other,  is  a violation  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  when  such  a 
case  occurs  the  several  states  will  decide  for  them- 
selves the  mode  and  measure  of  redress. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  principles  and  policy 
of  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  are  ap- 
proved by  this  legislature,  and  are  well  calculated 
to  preserve  the  perpetuity  of  the  union,  by  an  equal 


POLITICAL. 

Senator  Benton’s  letter.  The  following 
letter  appears  in  the  St.  Louis  Argus,  since  the 
editor  has  placed  the  name  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  again 
at  the  head  of  its  editorial  column,  as  a candidate  for 
re-election. 

Senate  chamber,  Dec.  6.  1840. 

Dear  sir:  I am  glad  to  see  that  you  have  hoisted 
the  Van  Buren  flag  for  1844.  This  is  the  third 
time  since  the  commencement  of  our  government, 
that  the  democracy  have  been  defeated  in  a presi- 
dential election,  and  1 think  the  party  should  do 
now  as  it  has  done  heretofore,  and  immediately 
take  un  their  defeated  Candidate,  and  move  forward 
with  him  without  "division  and  without  faltering. 
This  is  the  way  the  democracy  acted  in  1796,  when 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  defeated  by  the  elder  Adams, 
and  in  1824  when  general  Jackson  was  defeated  by 
Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams.  In  each  of  these  cases 
the  democracy  instead  of  wasting  their  time  in  vain 
regrets,  or  weakening  themselves  with  divisions, 
immediately  took  up  their  defeated  candidate,  ap- 
plied themselves  to  Iris  proper  presentation  belore 
the  public,  and  carried  linn  triumphantly  through. 

I am  for  following  the  same  course  now,  and  can 
see  no  reason  for  an  hour’s  delay.  For  one,  I am 
for  Mr.  Van  Buren  against  the  world,  and  that 
upon  a full  view  and  a full  approbation  of  his  con- 
duct, public  and  private  for  twenty  years  past.  I 
want  no  better  candidate,  no  better  president,  no 
better  man.  I want  no  fairer  trial  for  the  demo- 
cracy, than  a second  contest  in  his  person  will  af- 
ford. The  late  election  I do  not  regard  as  settling 
the  question  of  party  supremacy,  it  is  a great  vic- 
tory for  the  federalists,  and  a great  defeat  for  the 
democracy,  but  the  lines  were  not  I airly  drawn  be- 
tween them,  and  I require  a new  trial  before  I can 
surrender  the  democratic  cause.  I want  a new  trial 
in  the  person  ol  our  defeated  and  irreptoachable 
candidate,  and  look  for  the  same  result  in  Iris  case, 
which  the  democracy  ol  former  days  found  in  the 
second  trial  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  general  Jackson. 

Yours  truly,  THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

Moses  Dawson,  esq. 
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THE  NAVY  PENSION  FUND. 

In  house  of  representatives,  December  28. 

The  house  being  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  ot  the  union  on  the  bill  appropriating  $151,352 
■“Tor  the  payment  of  pensions  and  half  pay  chargea- 
ble on  the  navy  pension  fund,”  and  Mr.  F.  Thomas 
having  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  first  question  he  had  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
(Mr.  Thomas)  was,  whether  this  sum  of  $150,000 
or  more,  recommended  to  be  appropriated  for  this 
object  by  the  special  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  included  in  the  estimates  of  the 
year? 

Mr.  Thomas.  I believe  not,  so  far  as  I am  in- 
formed. 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  It  was  not  in  the  esti- 
mates; yet,  according  to  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  himself,  it 
should  be  there.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  read  in  the  re- 
cent message  of  the  president,  and  in  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  upon  the  finances,  an 
exceedingly  earnest  recommendation  to  congress  to 
make  no  appropriations  but  such  as  were  in  the  es- 
timates; and  yet,  within  a week  alter  these  homilies 
against  national  debts  and  this  urgent  recommenda- 
tion or  dictation  to  the  two  houses  of  congress  not  to 
make  any  appropriations  but  what  were  in  the  esti- 
mates, here  was  a special  message  asking  $150,000 
or  more,  not  one  cent  of  which  was  in  the  estimates. 
That  was  sufficient  for  tire  present  on  that  point. 

But  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  nor  to  make  the  question  which  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  naval  atfairs  (Mr.  Tho- 
mas) supposed  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  make — whether 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  or  had  not  misconstrued 
the  act  of  1837.  He  desired,  however,  that  that  act 
might  be  read. 

And  the  clerk  having  read  it  accordingly — 

Mr.  A.  continued.  By  this  act  the  government 
of  the  United  States  had  been  saddled  with  a per- 
manent national  debt.  That  was  another  of  the 
things  against  which,  theoretically  speaking,  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  his  message,  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  report  on  the 
finances,  had  formally  and  gravely  exhorted  the  two 
houses  to  guard.  Here  was  a national  debt — a per- 
manent national  debt — as  permanent  as  the  lives 
of  any  of  the  persons  described  in  the  bill  as  en- 
titled to  call  upon  the  treasury  for  the  money 
which  it  was  provided  should  be  paid  to  them; 
and  for  the  payment  _or  a part  of  that  national 
debt  congress  was  at  this  time  called  upon  to  ap- 
propriate $150,000,  not  included  in  the  estimates; 
and  that  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  president,  calling  for  the  appropriation  of  this 
sum  of  money,  was  dated  December  the  first,  before 
he  made  his  annual  report,  in  which  he  recommend- 
ed that  there  should  be  no  appropriation  made  by 
congress,  except  such  as  was  recommended  in  the 
estimates. 

This  was  not  all.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  not  the  do- 
cument before  him — for  he  had  not  expected  that 
this  matter  would  have  been  brought  up  to-day — but 
there  was  a document  which  he  should  have  before 
this  appropriation  was  made,  and  which  was  neces- 
sary in  order  to  present  this  case  in  its  proper  light. 
There  was  a document  of  this  house,  .not  more  than 
three  years  old,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  sum 
of  $1,200,000  of  this  navy  fund — 

[Mr.  Thomas  here  rose  and  said  that  lie  u'ad  that 
document,  and  would  send  for  it  and  have  it  read  at 
the  clerk’s  table] . 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  Very  well;  he  would  be 
glad  to  have  it  read.  Upwards  of  $1,200,000  in  the  I 
year  1337,  constituting  that  fund,  had  been  accumu-  ! 
fating  tor  a number  of  years.  What  had  become  of 
it,  it  the  fund  was  exhausted?  It  was  wasted— it 
was  gone  And  what  was  it  gone  for?  Gentlemen 
would  tell  the  house  that  it  had  gone  to  pay  tho=e 
pensioners  not  provided  for  by  the  8th  and  9th  sec- 
tions of  the  act  which  had  been  read — the  act  of  1800- 
but  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  others,  their  wives 
and  children;  and  their  cousins,  uncles  and  aunts,  for 
aught  he  knew— provided  for  by  the  act  of  1837. 

It  was  gone.  Now,  he  wished  gentlemen  who  were 
so  much  attached  to  the  economies  of  the  present 
administi ation,  to  make  a little  comparison  between 
the  condition  of  the  fund  now  and  its  condition  in 
1837  when  the  sum  of  $1,200,000  had  accumulat- 
ed—from  the  interest  of  which  all  the  pensions  de- 
signated  in  the  act  of  1S0O  were  to  have  been  naid. 

i.",  on6.  „sJ?ace  of  three  ,ittle  years-  ,llis  fond  of 
$ ,200,000  (carrying  an  interest  of  $70,000)  was 
totally  gone— absoi  bed— not  a dollar  of  it  left.  Yes- 

ti’.eQr0Joere  ,SOme,  state  stoclc3’  t0  be  s«re;  about 
$ 13,000  or  less;  but  they  were  unsaleable;  and  it 
was  because  they  were  unsaleable  that  this  appro- 
Pr‘^’,,nLpart’  wa3  wanted.  How  came  this  act 
«t  1837  to  have  passed  congress?  Because  he  saw, 
Iroin  the  ground  taken  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 


mittee on  naval  atfairs,  that  it  was  congress  that  had 
been  guilty  of  this  waste  of  the  public  money;  the 
president  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — the  administra- 
tion had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  How,  he  asked,  was 
this  law  of  1837  passed?  Would  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs  fell  (he  house  how  it 
had  been  passed;  by  whom  it  had  been  brought  in 
and  supported;  and  in  what  manner  it  had  been  car- 
ried through  both  houses  of  congress?  If  he  would, 
we  should  then  hear  whether  it  came  from  whigs;  or 
from  economists,  retrenchers,  and  reformers. 

[Mr.  Thomas  here  expressed  himself  willing  to 
reply  to  this  portion  of  Mr.  A’s  remarks  ] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  had  a few  words 
more  to  say,  and  as  the  gentleman  might  probably 
find  something  else  to  reply  to,  he  (Mr.  A.)  might 
as  well  go  on. 

The  money,  he  repeated,  was  gone;  and  here  was 
a public  debf,  because  he  held  that,  by  the  law  of 
1S37,  congress  had  contracted  a sacred  debt;  and  he 
held  but  a very  small  opinion  in  favor  of  that  bill, 
which  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Thomas)  had  said  he  in- 
tended to  bring  in  to  break  the  public  faith.  That 
faith  had  been  pledged  by  the  act  of  1837;  and  now 
the  gentleman  wished  to  come  in  and  say,  we  have 
exhausted  this  fund,  and  we  will  cheat  those  to 
whom  we  made  the  pledge.  No;  he  (Mr.  A.)  would 
not  give  his  consent  to  repeal  that  law  nor  to  reduce 
the  number  of  pensioners.  The  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment had  been  pledged,  and  pledged,  loo,  for  services 
rendered  by  these  individuals  or  their  relatives. 
When  the  act  of  1837  was  before  congress,  then  was 
the  time  to  have  inquired  whether  these  persons 
were  fairly  entitled  to  such  a pension — whether  con- 
gress was  bound  to  provide  for  widows  and  children, 
and  for  relatives  in  the  seventh  degree,  (for  aught  he 
knew).  But  that  was  not  now  the  inquiry.  He 
thought  that,  by  looking  at  the  journals,  gentlemen 
w'ould  see  that  the  bill  was  passed  through  under  the 
previous  question,  or  something  of  that  kind.  He 
was  in  the  house,  but  he  could  not  say  how  it  pass- 
ed. He  was  not  conscious  of  it;  and  the  discussion 
must  have  been  put  down  in  the  way  in  which  such 
things  were  usually  done  in  this  house — by  clapping 
the  previous  question  upon  it.  No  questions  were 
asked:  and  that  was  the  way  in  which  the  bill  pass- 
ed. He  did  not  think  he  could  tell  the  whole  story; 
but  he  thought  it  very  probable  that  there  were  those 
in  this  house  who  could  tell  if  they  would,  and  who 
could  tell  what  private  interests  were  provided  for 
in  it.  He  had  not  been  able  to  look  quite  far  enough 
behind  the  curtain  to  know  these  things,  but  he 
knew  that  the  bill  was  passed  in  a way  quite  com- 
mon since  the  reign  of  reform  commenced  in  squan- 
dering away  the  public  treasure.  That  he  affirmed, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
would  not,  he  thought,  undertake  to  contradict  it. 
So  much  for  that. 

What  next?  This  fund  had  not  all  of  it  been  ex- 
pended or  wasted  even  upon  the  relations  of  the  sea- 
men entitled  to  be  provided  for  by  the  original  act  of 
1800.  This  subject  had  been  up  before.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session,  a report  was 
made  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  himself,  in  Vjs 
annual  report  on  this  subject.  Probably  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  naval  atfairs  had  that  do- 
cument also.  He  (Mr.  A ) was  desirous  of  having 
it,  but  had  not  been  able  to  procure  a copy.  And 
here  (by  way  of  digression)  he  commented  on  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  any  of  the  documents  of  the 
last  session.  Where  the  fault  lay,  whether  with 
the  printer  or  others,  he  knew  not;  he  only  knew 
the  fact.  Nor  did  he  know  how  the  case  might  be 
with  other  members.  Probably  others  did  thino-s 
>hy  instinct;  but,  for  his  own  part,  upon  any  subject 
of  this  kind  which  had  been  before  congress  for  for- 
ty ye.ars,  when  an  extra  appropriation  was  demand- 
ed at  ad  hour’s  notice,  he  wanted  to  know  what  had 
been  done'  in  regard  to  it;  he  wanted  to  look  back 
and  see  what  action  had  been  taken;  and  the  very 
first  thing  he  wanted  in  this  instance  was  the  report 

of  the  secretary  £>f  the  navy  at  the  last  session. 

But  it  was  not  to  be'  had.  He  wanted  it,  because  it 
told  a small  part  of  the  history  of  the  enactment  of 
the  bill  of  1837;  and  although  the  secretary  had  not 
said  exactly  as  much  as  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  said,  yet 
he  thought  the  opinion  of  that  officer  would  not  dif- 
fer from  his  own  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  act 
was  passed.  The  secretary  told  something,  but  not 
all.  Nor  had  he  (Mr.  A.)  told  all.  But  the  result 
of  all  was  this — here  was  a sacred  fund  of  public 
treasure  which  was  laid  up,  amounting,  as  he  said, 
at  one  time  to  $1,200,000,  all  of  which  was  gone — 
scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  And  now, 
instead  of  paying  the  pensioners  from  the  interest 
of  that  fund,  congress  was  called  upon  to  make  an 
appropriation  to  pay  them.  He  did  not  oppose  this 
appropiiation.  This  was  a sacred  due;  it  was  a 
pledge,  and  the  bill  ought  to  pas3  before  the  first  of 
January.  He  would  not  now  have  saida  word  if 
this  house  had  heard  him  upon  the  subject  at  the  I 


last  session.  He  asked  that  the  clerk  might  read 
tour  resolutions  which  he  had  asked  leave  to  offer  at 
the  last  session,  but  which  leave  was  refused;  and 
he  now  gave  notice  that,  if  the  house  would  let 
him,  he  intended  to  offer  them  again. 

The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  investment  in  the  stocks  of 
the  several  states  of  this  union  of  funds  held  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  trust,  is,  to  the 
amount  of  the  sums  so  invested  and  of  the  interest 
thereon,  an  assumption  by  the  United  States,  of  the 
debts  of  the  said  several  states,  in  the  event  of  their 
failure  punctually  to  pay  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  purchase,  by  authority  of 
any  executive  department  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  bonds  of  any  of  the  states 
of  this  union,  at  their  nominal  value  or  with  a pre- 
mium thereon,  and  the  subsequent  sale  of  the  same 
bonds  at  discount,  is  an  unwarrantable  and  wasteful 
dilapidation  of  the  public  funds. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  executive 
government  of  the  United  States  to  require  of  the 
government  of  each  and  every  state  of  this  union 
in  whose  stocks  investments  of  the  public  moneys 
held  in  trust  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
have  been  made,  punctual  payment,  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent,  of  the  interest  stipulated  in  the  said 
stocks,  and  repayment  of  the  principal,  as  soon  as 
possible  by  terms  of  the  contracts  upon  which  such 
stocks  have  severally  been  issued. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  further  investment  of  any 
public  funds  of  the  United  States  in  stocks  of  the 
several  slates  ought  forthwith  to  be  prohibited  by- 
law; and  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  report  a bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  A.  continued.  It  would  be  seen  that  these 
resolutions  were  directly  adverse  to  the  policy  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  government  under  the  pre- 
sent administration,  of  employing  the  trust  fund,  a3 
well  as  the  public  funds,  of  the  union,  by  investing 
them  in  state  stocks  and  taking  state  bonds  in  pay- 
ment for  them.  He  had  not  yet  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain precisely  who  was  the  originator  of  that  system. 
He  heard  all  the  friends  of  this  administration  speak- 
ing with  horror  of  the  idea  of  the  United  States  be- 
coming responsible  for  state  debts — assuming  state 
debts,  and  yet  state  debts  hail  been  assumed  in  that 
form  to  the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars  by  this 
very  administration.  In  the  same  year  of  1837, 
when  congress  passed  an  act  for  depositing  with  the 
states  the  sum  of  forty  millions,  being  the  surplus 
then  in  the  treasury,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the 
whole  of  that  money  in  state  stocks,  and  thereby 
assume  so  much  of  the  debts  of  the  states  as  they 
amounted  to.  The  originator  of  that  proposition  in 
another  part  of  this  building  was  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  finance,  and  in  the  speech  which 
he  made  he  said  that  the  plan  was  nq*t  his,  but  that 
it  came  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  that  was 
the  plan  of  the  chairman  of ','ne  committee  on  finance; 
that  the  forty  million;  0p  surplus  should  be  invested, 
in  state  stocks.  That  project  did  not  then  obtain,; 
Vhe  other  project  to  depo'site  the  money  with  the 
states  was  adopted.  But  there  was  the  foundation 
of  the  system,  and  he  believed  that  every  dollar  of 
state  stocks  which  had  since  been  invested  had  been 

invested  upon  that  system,  al  'ast  sessl0n  ot 
congress- he  had  offered  a resolution  calline-upon  the 
several  departments  of  the  government  to  state  what 
was  the  amount  of  the  sums  invested  in  state  stocks 
in  this  manner,  and  by  what  authority  they  were  in- 
vested, and  at  that  time  the  secretary  of  the  navv 
returned  this  answer:  J 

Navy  department,  April  9,  1840. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  directing  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  to  report  a statement  of  all  the 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund 
which  have  at  any  time  been  invested  in  stocks  of 
the  several  states,  specifying  the  authority  by  which 
such  investments  have  been  made,  the  dates  of  stock 
investments,  the  rates  at  which  the  several  pur- 
chases of  the  stocks  have  been  made,  and  the  dates 
and  fhtes  at  which  they  have  been  sold,  I have  the 
honor  to  enclose  statements,  numbered  from  1 to  3, 
which  contain  an  account  of  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  said  stocks;  and  to  state  that  the  investments  of 
the  same  were  made  under  the  authority  of  the  act 
of  congress  of  April  23,  1800.  I have  the  honor  to 
be,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

J-  K.  PAULDING. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker  of  house  of  reps. 

Now,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  thank  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs  to  point  out  to  him 
that  portion  of  the  act  of  1800  which  authorised  the 
investment  of  an}'  portion  of  this  fund  in  state  stocks. 
The  authority  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  eight  or 
nine  sections  which  had  been  read.  There  was  no 
authority  to  invest  any  portion  of  this  fund  in  state 
stocks;  but  in  the  statements  which  were  made  in 
consequence  of  that  resolution  calling  upon  the  se- 
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cretary  of  the  navy  to  report,  he  found  the  following 
statement: 

A statement  showing  the  several  sums  of  money  belong- 
ing to  the  navy  pension  fund,  which  have  been  at 
different  periods  vested  in  stocks  of  the  state  of  P enn- 
sytvania,  and  the  dates  and  rales  at  which  they  have 
been  sold. 

When  purchased.  Amount. 

1832  $212,659  16 


Cost 

When  sold. 
November  8,  1837 
November  8,  1837 
June  1,  1838 
June  2,  1838 
June  4,  1838 
June  4,  1838 
June  4,  1838 
December  22,  1838 
December  22,  1838 
December  22,  1838 


$243,485  92 

Amount.  At  what  rate. 


$22,530  84 

32.469  16 
2.000  00 
7,452  39 

11,136  18 
1,880  59 
37,530  84 
5,000  00 

82.469  16 

10,000  00 


103f 

99$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100a 

10l| 

104a 

104| 


$212,469  16 

So  that  the  loss  between  the  purchases  and  sales 
would  amount  to  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
by  these  two  operations  ol  purchasing  and  selling 
state  stocks. 

Then  came  a statement  showing  the  several  sums 
of  money  vested  at  different  periods  in  the  state 
slocks  of  Maryland: 

A statement  showing  the  several  sums  of  money  be- 
longing to  the  navy  pension  fund  which  have  been  at 
different  periods  vested  in  stock  of  the  state  of  Ma 
ryland,  and  the  dates  and  rates  at  which  they  have 
been  sold. 


When  purchased. 

Amount. 

At  what  rate 

March,  1832 

$42,713  80 

1124 

Do.  do. 

40,000  00 

105$ 

Do.  do. 

6,000  00 

1071 

Do.  do. 

4,000  00 

104$ 

April,  1832 

12,500  00 

108$ 

Do.  do. 

4,120  00 

1011 

May,  1832 

14,000  00 

no$ 

Do.  do. 

16,886  92 

108$ 

$140,220  72 

When  sold. 

Amount. 

At  what  rate. 

August,  1834 

$ 7,000  00 

101 

Do.  do. 

2,500  00 

102 

September,  1834 

1,500  00 

102 

Do.  do. 

4,000  00 

102 

Do.  do. 

5,000  00 

102 

October,  1834 

2,000  00 

102| 

December,  1834 

3,000  00 

103$ 

March,  1835 

500  00 

■ 106 

April,  1835 

500  00 

105 

May,  1835 

1,000  00 

106 

June,  1835 

2,200  00 

106 

November,  1835 

1,090  00 

103! 

December,  1835 

2,000  00 

.103! 

r— ; — * 1836 

?Q,0G0  uu 

par. 

May,  1836 

700  00 

par. 

November,  1836 

35,000  00 

par. 

April,  1839 

2,320  72 

par. 

Do,  do. 

50,000  00 

99! 

$140,220  72 

These  (Mr.  A-  said)  were  premiums  given  for 
the  stocks  of  the  state  of  Maryland;  with  their  sales 
above  par,  at  par,  and  below  par. 

Then  came  a similar  statement  in  relation  to  pur- 
chases made  in  stocks  of  the  state  of  Illinois. 

A statement  showing  the  several  sums  of  money  be- 
longing to  the  navy  pension  fund  which  have  been  at 
different  periods  vested  in  stocks  of  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, and  the  dates  and  rates  at  which  they  have 
been  sold. 

Amount. 


When  purchased. 
January  17,  1838 
When  sold. 

July  6,  1839 
August  19,  1839 
December  28,  1839 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 


100,000  00 

Amount. 

13.000  00 

17.000  00 

20,000  00 

25.000  00 

10.000  00 
10,000  00 

5,000  00 


At  what  rate. 
■ 106 

At  what  rale. 
99 
*97^ 
633 
63 
62$ 
623 
623 


$100,000  00 

Nnw,  these  were  not  the  only  sums  which  had 
been  purchased  and  sold  in  the  same  way.  Sums 
amounting  he  thought,  to  four  or  five  millions  ol 
dollars,  had  been  similarly  invested.  And  now 
what  did  the  secretary  of  the  navy  tell  us?  That  all 
these  stocks  were  greatly  depreciated  in  value,  and 
that  some  of  them  were  now  altogether  unsaleable. 

He  (Mr.  A.)  was  obliged  to  make  his  observa- 
tions iu  a desultory  manner,  because  he  was  quite 

unjirepareu.  But  some  of  his  friends  had  had  the 


goodness  to  obtain  for  him  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  to  the  last  session  of  congress,  and 
which,  he  had  said,  he  could  not  obtain.  He  wished 
the  clerk  to  read  a few  paragraphs. 

.The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

“Act  of  March  3,  1S37,  grants  pensions  to  the 
widows,  and,  if  no  widows,  to  the  children  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  all  officers,  seamen  and 
marines,  who  ‘have  died,  or  may  hereafter  die,  in 
the  naval  service,’  to  be  paid  from  the  dates  of  the 
deaths,  and  to  be  half-pay  of  the  navy,  as  such  pay 
was  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835.  It  provides  that 
pensions  already  granted,  or  to  be  granted,  to  inva- 
lids, shall  be  paid  from  the  time  when  they  were 
disabled;  and  it  repeals  all  laws  inconsistent  with  it- 
self. This  most  comprehensive  act  has,  in  the  short 
space  of  two  years,  distributed  to  navy  pensioners 
more  money  than  was  required  by  the  operation  of 
all  the  other  navy  pension  laws  during  the  period  of 
nearly  forty  years.  Its  future  effect  is  beyond  esti- 
mate. 

“Pensions  to  invalids  of  the  army,  and  to  the  wi- 
dows and  children  of  those  killed  in  the  army,  have 
not  been  so  lavishly  bestowed  as  in  the  navy;  and 
the  reason  of  the  difference  is  said  to  be,  because  the 
navy  pension  fund  was  created  by  the  services  of  the 
navy,  and  is  not  a charge  upon  the  public  treasury. 
So  long  as  the  fund  (bus  created  shall  last,  the  rea- 
son will  be  satisfactory;  but  when  the  fund  shall  be 
exhausted,  (as  it  must  be  in  two  years,  and  probably 
in  less  time),  and  congress  shall  find  it  necessary  to 
make  large  appropriations  out  of  the  public  treasury 
on  this  account,  tile  reason  of  the  difference  will 
cease.  It  will  then  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  refuse  to  the  army  a pension  law  si- 
milar to  the  act  of  March  3,  1837,  for  the  navy.  It 
must  be  noticed  that  this  act  allows  pensions  to  the 
widows  of  all  persons  who  ever  died,  or  shall  die,  in 
the  navy,  to  be  paid  to  them  from  the  dates  of  the 
deaths,  until  they  shall  die  or  marry;  and,  if  no  wi- 
dows, then  to  the  children  under  twenty-one  years 
old.  Should  the  deaths  occur  in  violation  of  duly, 
or  even  by  sentence  of  a court  martial,  still  the  wi- 
dows and  children  are  entitled  to  pensions  under  this 
law.  The  pensions  already  vested  and  granted  by 
this  act  will,  in  two  years,  perhaps  sooner,  exhaust 
the  fund;  and  this  must  be  the  result  even  if  the  act 
were  repealed  to-day;  for  such  repeal  cannot  reach 
the  pensions  already  granted  and  vested  by  the  act. 
The  public  faith  is  pledged  by  act  of  congress' to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  navy  pension  fund; 
and,  as  Ibis  pledge  must  soon  be  redeemed,  it  is  now 
necessary  to  contemplate  the  subject. 

“The  vast  importance  and  consequences  of  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1837,  will  justify  a circumstantial 
detail  of  its  history;  and  that  the  whole  may  be  fully 
understood,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  naval  com- 
miltee  of  the  senate  had  requested  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  prepare  a plan  lor  navy  pensions.  After 
the  most  careful  consideration,  he  submitted  a plan 
which  was  as  liberal  as  it  could  be  made  without 
diminishing  the  capital  of  the  pension  fund.  The 
committee  reported  a bill  very  nearly  in  all  respects 
according  to  the  plan  of  the  secretary.  It  passed 
the  senate;  but,  it  is  believed  that,  on  its  third  read- 
ing in  the  house  of  representatives,  about  midnight, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  it  was  most  unexpected- 
ly denounced  as  an  extravagant  measure,  that  it 
would  destroy  the;  fund,  &c.  The  bill  was  then 
amended,  by  striking  out  all  except  (he  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  what  is  now  the  act  of  March 
3,  1837.  This  amendment  was  understood  to  be 
less  expensive  than  the  bill  from  the  senate — that  it 
was  a retrenchment  measure — would  save  money  to 
the  fund,  &c. 

“This  statement  is  thus  particularly  made  that 
congress  may  have  a complete  view  of  the  entire 
subject,  and  because  it  is  certain  that  any  postpone- 
ment of  the  matter  will  create  embarrassments  diffi- 
cult to  be  removed  by  any  future  legislation.  The 
department  has,  so  far  as  possible,  in  every  instance 
limited  (he  disbursements  under  the  act;  but,  when 
the  parties  satisfactorily  proved  their  claims  under 
the  act,  the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  no  authority 
to  refuse  payment. 

“The  system  has  expanded  to  its  present  extent 
through  the  legislation  of  congress;  and  doubtless 
that  honorable  body  will  adopt  such  course  respect- 
ing it  as  will,  under  all  the  circumstances,  best  re- 
deem their  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  without  afford- 
ing any  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  parties  inter- 
ested.” 

Mr.  A.  continued.  He  had  had  these  extracts 
read  to  show  the  house  that  no  fault  could  be  im- 
puted to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  congress,  on  the  ground  of  not 
having  informed  (his  house  what  was  the  condition 
of  that  fund.  He  fMr.  A.)  spent  no  small  portion 
of  the  last  session  in  entreating  the  house  to  take  up 
this  subject.  The  recommendation  was  then  made 
to  take  it  up  immediately,  in  order  to  arrest  this 


bleeding  artery'.  But  no;  the  New  Jersey  members 
were  to  be  brought  into  the  house  at  any  sacrifice; 
but  as  to  the  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  their  ob- 
ligations, or  the  want  of  means  to  meet  them,  the 
house  iif  d not  time  to  consider  or  think  any  thing 
about  them. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress 
a message  was  transmitted  by  the  president,  cover- 
ing a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
suggesting  that  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  was  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  coming  due 
on  the  1st  of  July  last.  The  message  was  sent  on 
the  19lh  of  June,  and  there  was  in  it  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  stating  that  the  sum  of 
$50,000  was  required  to  pay  pensions  coming  due 
on  the  then  1st  of  July,  and  that  it  was  found  im- 
practicable to  effect  a sale  of  the  stocks  belonging  to 
the  fund,  even  at  considerable  loss,  in  time  to  meet 
the  payment.  What  did  the  house  do  with  that 
message?  It  had  no  time  to  consider  it;  and  then  it 
was  that  he  had  offered  his  resolutions.  But  the 
house  would  not  receive  them — would  not  allow 
them  to  be  read.  The  time  of  payment  came — 
and  sacrifices  of  the  stocks  were  made,  which  were 
absolutely  indispensable  so  long  as  the  house  would 
not  make  the  payment.  And  that  $50,000  was  one 
of  the  demonstrations  and  reductions  from  the  ex- 
penditures of  1840,  about  which  the  president  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  were  congratulating 
themselves  and  the  country.  They  called  for  the 
$50,000.  They  told  (he  house  that  if  that  sum  was 
not  appropriated  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  great 
sacrifices.  Yet  the  house  refused  to  consider  the 
subject  at  all;  and  this  sum  now  stood  less  upon  the 
expenditures  of  the  year  1840,  and  the  president  and 
secretary  came  forward  and  said,  “see  how  much 
less  was  expended  this  year  than  was  expended 
last.”  This  was  one  of  the  items.  This  was  the 
system  of  economy  with  which  we  were  so  cheer- 
ngly  regaled  in  the  message  of  the  president  and 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

In  the  report  referred  to,  the  statement  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  was,  that  the  stocks  at  present 
held  by  the  navy  pension  fund  were: 

City. of  Cincinnati  5 per  cent.  $100,000 

City  of  Washington  5 per  cent.  33,339 

Bank  of  Washington,  14,000 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  11,400 

The  nominal  value  was  put  at  $158,739,  and  then 
came  the  note  I hat  all  these  stocks  were  depreciated 
in  value,  and  that  some  of  them  were  altogether  un- 
saleable. Here,  to  be  sure,  were  no  state  debts;  but 
he  knew  that  there  u'ere  debts  due  from  several  im- 
portant points  of  the  union.  There  was  $100,000 
in  cily  of  Cincinnati  5 per  cent,  stock.  W'hat  ope- 
ration that  had  on  the  elections  in  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnatlbe  would  not  undertake  to  say;  but  we  were 
now  told  that  it  was  unsaleable — good  for  nothing — 
and  that  an  appropriation  of  money  was  wanted  to 
supply  the  amount  which  that  stock  should  have 
provided  for. 

Nor  was  this  all.  About  the  1st  of  September, 
1838,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  nine  thousand 
dollars  and  upwards  was  deposited  in  the  mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  gold — in  mint  drops— a sacred  trust 
which  the  United  States  had  accepted  upon  the 
pledge  of  their  faith  to  keep  it  whole,  entire,  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  had  been  given  by  a foreigner. 
Within  three  days,  the  five  hundred  and  nine  thou- 
sand dollars  were  on  their  way  to  Arkansas  to  make 
a bank.  Mr.  A.  (who  was  here  scarcely  heard  by' 
the  reporter)  was  understood  to  say  that  the  two 
members  of  the  senate  and'the  member  of  this  house 
from  the  state  of  Arkansas  had  a quick  scent  of  the 
moneys  that  were  coming  into  the  treasury.  They 
were  not  as  yet  come;  and  in  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  academy  at  West 
Point,  in  the  sixth  section,  upon  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question 
a provision  was  inserted  authorising  the  president 
and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  loan  to  the  states 
that  sum  of  money  when  it  should  come  into  the 
treasury.  This  was  three  months  beforehand,  and, 
three  days  after  the  money  was  received,  the  plan 
was  carried  into  execution. 

Now,  we  had  heard  of  British  gold  carrying  the 
elections  which  had  just  gone  off— notin  favor  of  the 
present  incumbent  of  the  presidential  chair,  but 
against  him.  There  he  (Mr.  A.)  put  his  finger  upon 
$509,000  of  British  gold  which  contributed,  so  far  as 
it  could  go,  to  the  re-election  of  the  present  execu- 
tive magistrate;  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  thought  he  had 
shown  the  means  by  which  it  was  done.  Go  to  the 
state  of  Arkansas.  The  dollars  are  not  there,  but 
they  were  there,  and  they  were  sent  there  from  the 
mint  of  the  United  States.  Here  was  policy — pro- 
found policy — economy — democracy;  and  all  this, 
too,  accompanied  with  so  great  a horror  at  the  idea 
of  assuming  state  debts,  that  the  hair  of  gentlemen 
stood  on  end  at  the  mere  mention  of  the  possibility 
of  such  a thing.  Was  not  here  a debt  of  the  state 
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of  Arkansas  of  half  a million  of  dollars?  Had  not 
the  general  government  assumed  that  debt?  Had 
they  not  employed  lrust  money?  If  Arkansas  should 
declare  itself  insolvent  to-morrow,  congress  must 
pay  the  debt;  they  had  assumed  it.  Arkansas  had 
but  one  representative  on  this  floor.  Now,  if  con- 
gress assumed  debts  of  Arkansas,  to  create  banks  or 
any  other  purpose,  what  did  the  rule  of  justice  re- 
quire if  the  state  of  New  York  came  here  and  called 
*sipon  congress  to  assume  her  debts  and  take  her 
fronds*  Twenty  millions  of  dollars!  The  state  of 
New  York  had  a right  to  come  and  demand  that  con- 
gress should  take  twenty  millions  of  dollars  of  her 
bonds  as  a matter  of  right,  congress  having  done  the 
same  thing  with  Arkansas.  What  would  be  the  rule 
of  justice  with  Pennsylvania?  She  had  a right  to 
demand  $14,000,000.  He  could  very  easily  make 
up  a sum  of  two  hundred  millions,  by  doing  nothing 
more  than  just  carrying  out  the  very  principle  on 
which  the  sum  of  $500,000  of  gold — British  gold — 
went  into  the  coffers  of  the  state  of  Arkansas  to 
make  a bank. 

He  had  desired  a long  time  to  say  this  much  to  the 
house;  and  he  said  it  now,  although  a little  out  of 
order,  because  he  had  never  been  allowed  to  say  it 
in  order.  [Laughter].  At  the  last  session  the  house 
would  not  hear  him  upon  any  thing;  and  it  was  that 
consideration  which  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tions he  had  read,  and  which  gave  something  like  a 
sample  of  these  things.  He  offered  them  after  the 
very  message  calling  for  $50,000  for  this  very  ob- 
ject had  come  in.  But  no,  it  was  not  in  order,  and 
there  was  a gentleman  here  who  cried  out  “1  object!” 
[General  laughter].  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  not  heard 
by  the  house,  but  he  had  now  been  heard;  and  he 
hoped  that  when  he  should  again  offer  these  resolu- 
tions, as  he  wished  to  do,  they  might  at  least  be  al- 
lowed to  go  on  the  journal  as  a record,  to  show  that 
such  propositions  had  been  offered.  Those  resolu- 
tions went  utterly  and  entirely  against  the  system  of 
purchasing  state  bonds  above  par  and  selling  them 
fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  below  par.  He  said  that,  so 
far  as  it  went,  it  was  an  assumption  of  state  debts; 
and  if  gentlemen  were  so  averse  to  the  assumption 
of  state  debts  as  they  professed  to  be,  he  hoped  they 
would  put  a stop  to  this  course  of  things.  One  of  his 
resolutions  was  to  prohibit  the  purchase  in  future  of 
any  state  bonds.  He  considered  it  notonly  an  ex- 
tremely impolitic  and  excessively  improper  mode  of 
assuraingstale  debts,  if  they  must  be  assumed  at  all, 
but  as  being  amongst  the  most  corrupting  things 
ever  done  by  this  government.  He  had  specified 
this  sale  of  half  a million  of  dollars  of  British  gold 
to  the  state  of  Arkansas;  but  the  same  course  of  ob- 
servations might  be  pursued;  for  that  was  not  the  only 
state  which  had  been  treated  in  the  same  way.  He 
wished  the  w’hole  subject  to  be  looked  into,  and, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  it  should  be  looked  into  at 
the  next  session.  He  did  not  expect  that  it  would 
be  thi3  session.  He  had,  he  knew,  travelled  some- 
what out  of  the  record,  and  had  seized  this  opportu- 
nity to  open  to  the  house,  and,  so  far  as  he  could,  to 
the  nation,  what  was  the  system  which  had  been 
pursued — in  what  manner  the  funds  of  the  nation- 
trust  funds — had  been,  and  continued  to  be,  employ- 
ed in  the  present  administration — continued,  at  all 
events,  so  long  as  there  was  an  election  ahead. 

There  was  one  further  question  which  he  wished 
to  be  considered;  that  was,  to  ascertain  exactly  how 
much  permanent,  irredeemable  debt  had  been  fas- 
tened on  this  nation  by  the  present  administration, 
the  head  of  which  and  the  financier  of  which  said 
that  they  were  opposed  to  all  national  debt.  The 
secretary  of  the  treasury  had  expressly  said  this 
year  that  he  was  opposed  to  ail  debts  in  time  of 

Jeace.  Now,  that  officer  was  a great  friend  of  Mr. 

efferson;  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  ask  him  what  he 
thought  of  $15,000,000  paid  lor  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana?  He  would  also  ask  him  what  he  thought 
of  $5,000,000  (of  borrowed  money)  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  Florida?  A gentleman  before  hi  in  [Mr. 
Downing']  thought  that  he  [Mr.  A.]  was  a little 
pledged  in  that;'but  then  it  was  to  be  considered 
that  he  had  never  pledged  himscdf  against  a national 
debt.  The  great  secret  of  all  national  debts  was  to 
make  a good  bargain;  and  if  an  administration  did 
that,  they  would  not  come  here  with  their  homilies 
about  national  debts.  Let  them  tell  us  they  were 
against  a national  debt  when  it  was  against  the  na- 
tional interest;  but  when  the  national  interest  re- 
quires it,  let  the  debt  be  contracted  on  the  best 
terms,  and  let  it  be  paid  honestly.  That  was  the 
rule  of  private  individuals,  and  it  was  the  rule  of 
nations;  and  it  was  a false  principle  for  the  head  and 
the  financier  of  a nation  to  say,  we  go  against  all 
debts  in  time  of  peace.  The  president  told'us  in  his 
message  that  he  was  against  a national  debt  and  a 
national  bank,  ami  that  he  always  had  been.  Then 
he  [Mr.  A ] w'ould  say  that,  being  so,  the  president 
was  opposed  to  what  might  be  very  useful  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation, 


But,  more  than  this — there  were  debts  of  millions 
upon  millions  which  had  been  made.  All  our  In- 
dian treaties — [and  there  was  now  a bill  before  the 
house,  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  making  appropriations  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  Indian  annuities]; 
what,  he  would  ask,  were  all  our  Indian  treaties  but 
national  debts?  What  were  all  the  sums  of  money 
given  to  Indians  lor  their  lands?  What  was  all  this 
but  a national  debt?  A sacred  debt  which  the  go- 
vernment was  bound  to  pay;  and  if  the  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws,  and  he  knew  not  now  many  other 
tribes,  were  not  extinguished,  as  seemed  to  be  the 
policy,  the  government,  so  long  as  it  existed,  would 
have  to  pay  an  annual  debt  to  them.  The  govern- 
ment had  only  now  to  provide  the  interest — 600,000 
dollars,  that  was  to  say  on  a debt  of  ten  millions,  at 
6 per  cent.  Of  those  $10,000,000  of  principal — 
how  much  he  knew  not — but  he  believed  at  least  four 
millions  had  already  been  invested  in  state  stocks, 
exactly  as  this  half  million  trust  fund  from  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  had  been.  And,  now,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  came  and  told  us  that  these  state 
stocks  were  good  for  nothing;  and  yet,  when  some 
of  these  states  came  to  us  and  said:  “You  ought  to 
help  us — we  are  in  distress — have  made  bad  bar- 
gains— (as  the  gentleman  from  Florida  says) — these 
debts  are  not  extravagant  debts — they  are  not  for 
luxuries — we  have  not  been  wasting  the  public  mo- 
neys— these  are  debts  which,  in  the  long  run,  will 
pay  you  heavy  interest,  and  more  than  pay  for  them- 
selves— you  must  take  a part  of  them,” — the  excla- 
mation was  one  of  horror  at  the  idea  of  paying  state 
debts.  That  was  the  answer,  and  he  wished  gentle- 
men who  thought  this  thing  so  horrible,  to  make  the 
distinction,  and  tell  him  whether  the  government  had 
not  assumed  these  four  or  five  millions  of  debts  to 
the  stales  by  investing  the  treasure  of  the  govern- 
ment, and,  still  more,  the  mere  trust  funds  of  the 
government,  in  state  stocks,  taking  the  bonds  of 
those  states. 

He  could  wish  to  say  a great  deal  more  on  this 
subject,  but  be  believed  he  had  said  enough  now  to 
open  it  to  the  consideration  of  members.  It  includ- 
ed within  itself  the  policy  of  this  nation,  not  only 
as  regarded  its  own  debts,  but  the  respective  de-bts 
of  the  several  states  of  the  union.  It  included  the 
general  consideration  of  a national  debt,  and,  proba- 
bly', of  a national  bank.  It  included  the  justice  of 
this  nation  to  all  the  Indian  tribes  to  which  the 
government  had  pledged  large  sums  of  money, 
and  then  spent  them  by  investing  them  in  state 
stocks. 

Another  example  occurred  to  him  at  this  moment 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  government  contracted 
debts  and  actually  wasted  or  employed  the  fund.  In 
another  part  of  this  building,  within  a few  days, 
some  reference  had  been  made  lo  one  of  these  trust 
funds — that  belonging  to  the  Seneca  nation.  About 
the  year  1790  or  1791,  a purchase  of  land  was  made 
of  the  Seneca  nation,  and  $100,000  in  the  stocks  of 
the  United  States  was  vested  in  the  president  ol  the 
United  Slates,  tor  the  time  being,  for  the  benefit  of 
that  tribe  of  Indians,  in  perpetua,  the  government 
being  bound  to  pay  to  the  tribe  the  annual  interest 
of  the  money.  The  money  was  invested  by  order 
of  general  Washington,  it  was  held  by  him  in  trust, 
invested  in  the  six  per  cent,  funds  of  the  United 
States,  purchased  at  an  advance.  Mr.  A.  was  un- 
derstood here  to  state  that,  in  the  several  changes  of 
investment  of  this  fund  which  took  place  from  the 
time  of  general  Washington  to  that  of  Mr.  Madison, 
it  had  been  sunk  from  $100,000  to  $86,000.  He 
[Mr.  A.]  had  himself  directed  a purchase  of  3 per 
cents,  to  be  made;  it  was  made,  and  when  the  3 per 
cents,  were  paid  off,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  six 
thousand  dollars  was  realized  for  the  sum  which  was 
originally  $100,000;  and  which  was  only  $36,000 
when  he  was  made  the  trustee.  And  that  sum  of 
$106,000  was  paid  into  the  treasury  by  his  order. — 
What  had  become  of  it?  A lew  years  ago,  in  an  ap- 
propriation law,  this  sum  of  $106,000  was  appropri- 
ated for  the  use  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
for  that  year,  and  the  money  was  gone.  The  Unit- 
ed States  themselves  had  spent  it.  Now,  he  said 
that  there  w'as  a debt  contracted  of  which  there  was 
no  sign  or  appearance  in  the  president’s  message. — 
The  government  had  to  pay  the  annual  interest  by 
appropriation;  but  as  to  the  principal  that  was  gone. 
The  government  would  not  be  free  from  this  respon- 
sibility, so  long  as  the  Seneca  nation  existed  as  a 
tribe.  The  government  had  used  it  for  its  own  pur- 
poses, but  was  responsible  for  it.  It  hail  been  a part 
of  the  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1835. 

At  present,  he  should  content  himself  with  these 
observations,  and  he  would  leave,  it  to  the  chairman 
of  the  cqmnaittee  011  naval  affairs  to  make  such  reply 
as  he  thought  proper;  but  he  [Mr.  A.]  begged  that 
the  house  would  not  break  the  faith  of  the  nation 
with  those  pensioners  who  were  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  1837.  If  there  was  no  alternative  but  that, 


he  would  rather  pay  three  times  the  amount  than 
give  his  sanction  to  it. 

[This  speech  has  not  had  the  benefit  of  revision, 
and  was  taken  down  under  the  disadvantages  of  in- 
terruption, and,  in  some  parts,  of  doubtf  ul  hearing  ] 

Mr.  Jieed.  spoke  briefly  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  making  this  appropriation,  which,  lie  said,  a due 
regard  to  the  faitli  and  honor  of  the  government  re- 
quired. notwithstanding  that  the  appropriate  fund 
had  been  exhausted  by  an  improvement  law  of  this 
house.  He  took  occasion,  also,  to  call  attention  to 
three  most  important  bills,  on  which  lie  had  hereto- 
fore strived  in  vain  to  get  the  action  of  the  house, 
and  which  were,  first,  a bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the 
pension  law,  [which  law,  he  said,  trenched  on  the 
interests  of  the  nation  by  giving  both  pay  and  pen- 
sion to  officers  who,  in  his  opinion,  ought  not  to  re- 
ceive them];  secondly,  a bill  in  relation  to  navy 
pensions;  and  thirdly,  a bill  in  relation  to  pursers.— 
Mr.  R.  said  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the  house,  at 
some  early  day,  would  give  a short  space  of  time  to 
the  consideration  of  these  bills. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill, 
on  the  contrary,  he  should  vote  for  its  passage;  but 
he  wished  to  add  a word  or  two  to  the  remarks 
which  had  been  submitted  by>  his  honorable  friend 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Mams].  The  navy- 
pension  fund,  to  which  this  bill  related,  did  not  be- 
long to  congress,  but  had  been  raised  by  (he  exer- 
tions of  the  sailors  themselves,  and  government 
stood  to  it  only  in  the  relation  of  a trustee.  When 
first  established  it  had  amounted  to  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  vvliat  was  it  now?  Wtiat  said 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  his  annual  report  at 
the  present  session?  “The  navy  pension  fund, 
which,  at  the  period  of  its  passage,  amounted  to 
upwards  of  a million  of  dollars,  the  annual  interest 
of  which  was  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands, 
now  consists  of  $100,000  in  Cincinnati  five  per 
cent,  slock,  greatly  depreciated;  $14,000  of  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  in  tiie  same  situation; 
$33,339  five  per  cent,  stock  of  the  city  ol  Washing- 
ton, and  $11,400  of  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  the  latter  totally  unsaleable  at  this 
time.”  In  the  letter,  however,  Horn  the  secretary, 
which  was  read  by  the  clerk,  there  is  a material 
error;  for,  in  summing  up  the  nominal  value  of  the 
stocks  in  which  the  fund  is  now  invested,  he  stales  it 
at  $158,739,  but  the  truth  is,  it  does  not  amount  even 
to  that  pitiful  sum,  for  he  states  that  “the  stock  of 
the  city  of  Cincinnati  has  been  advertised  to  be 
sold  at  auction  on  the  15th  of  December,  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  first  place,  ot  reimbursing  the  Bank 
of  America  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  ad- 
vanced lo  the  fund  on  a deposite  of  the  said  stock, 
to  meet  the  pay  merit  of  pensions  w Inch  became  due 
on  the  1st  of  July  last.”  This  sum,  therefore,  of 
$50,000  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  $158,739,  leav- 
ing the  real  amount  but  $108,739,  and  this  only  at 
the  nominal  value  of  the  stock.  What  then,  is  the 
real  fact?  In  1837,  the  secretary  reported  that  he 
had  in  this  fund  $1,150,000,  and  that  the  interest  of 
that  sum  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  regular  payment 
ol  all  the  pensions  charged  upon  it;  but  now  lie  has 
of  available  funds  but  $18,647  61,  and  of  stock  at 
its  nominal  value  $108,739,  amounting,  in  ail,  to 
$127,386  61.  This,  sir,  is  the  whole  which  re- 
mains of  the  fund,  good,  bad  and  indifferent.  How 
is  this  accounted  tor?  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Thomas]  told  the  house  that  it  is  all  the 
effect  ot  the  bill  ot  1S37;  but  I have  examined  the 
table  of  pensions  furnished  to  us  from  the  depart- 
ment, and  have  taken  pains  to  trace  the  actual  ope- 
ration of  tiiat  law — and  what  is  the  result*  The 
total  number  of  pensioners  befoie  the  passage  of 
that  law  was  479,  and  the  usuai  annual  appropna  ion 
for  the  payment  of  their  pensions  was  $34,419  75. 
To  this  amount  what  has  been  added  since  then? 
Three  bundled  and  foity- four  widows,  the  aggre- 
gate of  whose  pensions  amounts  to  $62,708  04; 
ninety-one  minors,  whose  pensions  amount  to 
$11,622;  being,  together,  $74,330  04  per  annum, 
which  for  three  years  gives  us  $222,990.  And 
this  is  alFthat  we  have  to  account  lor  the  enormous 
deficit  of  $927,000,  which  we  ought  now  to  have 
had  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  not  in  depreciated 
stocks,  but  in  good  money. 

Here  Mr.  Thomas  interposed,  and  asked  leave  of 
Mr.  Wise,  before  he  proceeded  further,  to  correct 
the  statement  he  had  made,  in  two  respects.  First, 
as  to  the  original  constitution  of  the  navy  pension 
fund.  It  did  not,  as  the  gentleman  seemed  to  sup- 
pose, consist  of  the  contributions  of  the  sailors 
themselves,  like  the  navy  hospital  fund,  with  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  have  con- 
founded it,  but  of  the  United  States  shares  of  pii/e 
money. 

Mr.  Wise  received  this  correction,  and  explained 
that  he  had  stated  the  fund  to  have  been  iaised  by 
the  exertions  of  the  sailors,  because  it  was  by  their 
bravery  and  enterprise  that  the  prizes  had  been 
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taken,  and  the  prize  money  brought  into  possession 
of  the  government. 

Mr.  Thomas  proceeded  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  totally  misapprehended  the  pro- 
visions and  operation  or  the  law  of  1837.  That 
law  did  not  merely  add  new  pensioners  to  the  roll, 
and  prescribe  the  annual  allowance  they  were  to  re- 
ceive, but  it  also  enacted  that  a widow  receiving 
pension  under  that  act  was  entitled  to  have  it  reck- 
oned from  the  death  of  her  husband;  and  a person 
disabled  was,  in  like  manner,  to  have  his  pension 
reckoned  back  to  the  date  when  the  disability  had 
been  incurred — thus  requiring  the  payment  of  a 
vast  amount  of  arrears.  So  large  was  this  amount 
that  $ 850,000  had  been  paid  under  that  law  for 
such  arrears  within  a single  year. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed.  As  to  the  construction  put 
by  the  department  on  the  law  ol  1837,  I have  no- 
thing to  say.  I am  not  now  speaking  to  that  point; 
but  as  to  the  origin  of  this  fund,  I repeat  that  it  is 
the  fruit  of  the  toil  and  enterprise  of  our  gallant 
navy.  It  has  been  earned  by  their  blood.  They 
have  a right  to  what  they  captured,  and,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  fund,  the  government  is  but 
their  trustee;  and  I insist  that,  by  a fair  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law  of  1837,  there  ought  still  to  be  a 
million  of  dollars  left  of  this  fund.  The  commis- 
sioner of  pensions,  who  I presume  understands 
what  he  is  writing  about,  does  not  state  what  has 
been  told  us  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  I 
take  his  report  as  it  is  given;  and  it  shows  that  the 
additional  pensions  since  1837  amount,  as  I have 
stated,  to  but  a little  over  $74,000.  And  yet  there 
is  this  immense  defint  to  be  accounted  for.  Ido 
not  either  approve  or  find  fault  with  the  interpreta- 
tion put  by  the  department  on  the  law;  but  if  they 
have  construed  its  provisions  too  largely,  without 
coining  to  consult  congress  as  to  its  true  meaning, 
it  is  their  fault,  not  ours. 

There  were  many  other  remarks  which  I had  in- 
tended to  submit,  but  which  have  been  anticipated, 
and  much  better  expressed,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman iro/n  Massachusetts,  and  1 pay  myself  a 
high  compliment  when  I say  that,  in  a great  portion 
of  his  speech,  he  pursued  the  very  track  which  I 
had  marked  out  for  myself. 

As  to  the  investments  which  have  been  made  of 
this  fund,  on  which  that  gentleman  commented  with 
so  much  severity,  it  is  possible  that  some  of  them 
were  made  before  the  present  administration  came 
into  power;  but  the  $70,000  oi  Illinois  six  per 
cents,  were  certainly  purchased  since  1833;  and  the 
report  made  this  year  by  (he  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions confirms  (a  thing  that  does  notalways  happen 
by  the  bye)  the  report  of  last  year.  And  what 
does  it  show?  That  of  this  stock  $20,000  was  sold 
at  the  rate  of  63]  per  cent.;  $25,000  at  the  rate  of 
6.3;  $10,000  at  62J;  $10,000  at  624;  and  $5,000  at 
62].  Thus  was  the  amount  of  $70,000  in  a great 
measure  thrown  away.  It  will  not  do  to  tell  us 
that  the  law  of  1837  was  answerable  for  this.  The 
commissioner  adds  that,  since  December  last,  24,400 
dollars  in  Washington  city  corporation  five  pei 
cent,  stock  have  been  sold  at  auction  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  pensions — no  doubt  at  a sacrifice, 
but  the  rate  is  not  stated.  He  tells  us  that,  to  pay 
the  pensioners  nowon  the  roll,  at  least  $110,000 
will  be  wanted  in  1341;  and  this  sum  added  to  the 
debt  due  the  Bank  of  America  will  make  $160,000. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  will  be  required  tile  ensuing 
year  to  meet  demands  arising  from  new  claims; 
making  an  aggregate  of  $170,000  which  will  be 
wanted  in  1841. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  (chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs),  said  that  he  had  designed 
to  suffer  this  bill  lo  pass  without  any  comment  on 
his  part,  for  he  had  not  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  on  the  general  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration, particularly  as  he,  as  well  as  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Virginia  who  had  jus!  re 
sumed  his  seat,  had  commenced  their  speeches  by 
declaring  that  it  was  their  purpose  to  vote  lor  the 
bill.  He  was  anxious  to  have  it  pass  the  house  this 
day  and  go  to  the  senate,  that  the  little  remnant  of 
this  fund  might  be  saved,  and  the  demands  of  the 
government  to  pay  the  existing  pensions  might  be 
met  in  time;  (for  which  purpose  $150,000  would 
be  wanting  on  the  1st  of  January  next).  But  he 
could  not  sit  still  and  hear  such  extraordinaiy 
charges  advanced  against  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
without  making  some  reply.  If  there  ever  was  an 
officer  of  government  whose  conduct  was  not  only 
unworthy  oi  blame,  but  deserved  the  highest  praise 
for  his  fidelity,  the  secretary  was  that  officer.  No 
sooner  did  lie  find  himself  in  office,  than  his  atten- 
tion was  immediately  turned  to  this  pension  law  ol 
1837;  and  at  the  very  next  session  he  failed  not  to 
warn  congress  that  if  the  law  was  suffered  to  re- 
main as  it  stood,  the  navy  pension  fund  would 
shortly  be  absorbed  in  its  application  lo  an  object 


for  which  that  fund  had  never  been  originally  creat- 
ed. In  the  senate,  this  warning  took  effect,  and 
the  law  was  repealed;  but  the  bill  of  repeal  was 
lost  in  the  house;  why,  Mr.  T.  could  not  say.  They 
all  knew  how  time  was  often  wasted  in  that  body  by 
irrelevant  and  latitudinous  discussion.  He  did  not 
find  fault  witli  this,  because  he  believed  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  country  was  benefited  by  it.  The 
committee  on  naval  affairs  had  reported  a bill  to 
put  a stop  to  this  waste  and  misapplication  of  the 
fund,  but  it  never  had  been  acted  upon.  Thus 
much  on  tire  delay  which  had  taken  place. 

Now  as  to  the  actual  operation  of  the  law  of 
1837.  He  wished  the  house  to  see  whether  the 
fund  had  not  been  exhausted  through  the  legitimate 
interpretation  of  that  law.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  fallen  ir.to  most  strange  mistakes  in 
his  apprehension  of  the  subject;  to  confute  which 
it  would  be  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  law. 
(Mr.  T.  here  quoted  the  act  of  1837).  From  this 
it  appeared  that  there  were  two  classes  of  pension- 
ers contemplated.  1,  the  widow's  and  children  of 
officers,  seamen  or  marines  who  had  died  in  the 
public  service;  and  2,  persons  who  had  been  per- 
sonally disabled  by  wounds  or  injuries  received  in 
such  service.  In  both  cases  the  law  was  not  pros- 
pective merely,  but  retrospective  also;  it  not  only 
granted  pensions  in  fuluro,  but  required  that  the 
pension  should  be  reckoned  back  to  the  deatli  of  the 
officer,  seaman  or  marine,  and  to  the  date  of  the 
disability  incurred.  In  this  manner  there  had  been 
paid  in  a single  year,  to  92  invalids  tiie  sum  of 
$78,000,  to  85  widows  the  sum  of  $121,000,  and  to 
129  children  $129,000. 

Here  was  a gross  sum  of  $328,000  paid  as  ar- 
rears, besides  the  annual  pensions  which  were  to 
be  provided  for. 

Mr.  Wise  here  explained,  and  insisted  that,  even 
according  to  Mr.  T’s  own  showing,  there  ought  to 
be  a large  balance  still  left  in  the  hands  of  the  de- 
part ment. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that  he  had  only  stated  the  re- 
sult as  it  stood  (if  the  reporter  correctly  understood 
him)  in  1337;  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  law 
had  continued  to  operate  in  the  same  maimer  ever 
since. 

Mr.  Wise  again  interposed,  and  referred  to  a re- 
port which  stated  the  gross  amount  of  arrears  at 
about  $300,000;  and  inquired  how  much  it  had 
been  since  increased? 

Mr.  Thomas  said  lie  held  in  his  hand  an  account 
from  the  department,  stating  the  amount  thus  paid 
at  over  $809,000;  all  the  particulars  were  given. 

Mr.  Wise.  According  to  that,  there  ought  to  be 
no  balance  at  all  left,  but  the  secretary  reports  a 
balance. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  there  was  about  $108,000  left 
still.  But  whence  did  this  law  which  had  led  to 
such  a result  emanate?  Who  authorised  this  appli- 
cation of  the  pension  fund?  It  was  not  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy  or  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  but 
the  two  houses  of  congress.  Who  were  the  au- 
thors of  the  bill?  It  had  been  reported  to  the  se- 
nate by  the  honorable  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Illinos,  and 
sent  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  of  which 
Mr.  Southard  was  a member,  and  lie  had  reported 
the  bill  to  the  senate,  by  whom  it  had  been  passed 
without  a division.  The  senate  bill  coming  into 
the  house  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  on 
naval  alfairs  in  the  house.  Mr.  T.  read  the  names 
of  this  committee,  among  which  that  of  Mr.  Wise 
was  one.  The  bill  had  been  ordered  to  its  third 
reading  without  a division,  and  passed  by  the  house 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  TVise  explained,  stating  that,  though  his  name 
appeared  on  the  naval  committee,  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  bill.  He  was  at  that  time  but  no- 
minally one  of  the  committee — his  attention  was 
directed  elsewhere — he  had  other  fish  to  fry — and 
could  no  longer  attend  lo  the  business  of  that  com- 
mittee, [of  which  he  had  previously  been  an  active 
member],  being  appointed  on  another  which  occu- 
pied his  time  and  thoughts. 

Mr.  Thomas  had  not  the  least  suspicion  as  to  that 
gentleman’s  course  in  relation  to  the  bill.  The  re- 
sponsibility rested  on  the  v,'hole  house.  Congress 
parsed  the  law,  and  order  the  secretary  to  adminis- 
ter it.  That  officer  had  warned  them  how  it  would 
operate  and  was  opeiating.  And  was  he  then  to  be 
arraigned  for  carrying  out  an  act  which  was  the  law 
of  the  land? 

Mr.  Reed  [also  a meinberofthe  naval  committee] 
here  made  some  explanation  which  was  totally  inau- 
dible to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Thomas,  then  resuming,  observed  that  he 
concurred  fully  witli  such  part  of  the  remarks  of  tile 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Mams],  a3  related  to  the  policy  of  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  heads  of  departments  the  discretionary 
power  of  buying  and  selling  on  public  account  stocks 
of  any  description.  He  had  raised  his  feeble  voice 


against  such  a practice  many  years  ago.  But  while 
the  authority  remained,  he  trusted  that  parties  ac- 
cused, as  the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  been,  would 
be  tried  by  the  law  as  it  stood.  That,  if  he  had  for 
his  acts  the  express  authority  of  law,  he  would  be 
acquitted.  And  if  such  authority  were  in  itself 
wrong,  congress  would  withdraw  it,  but  not  unjust- 
ly charge  the  fault  of  the  law  on  the  officer  who  ex- 
ecuted it.  Now,  as  the  navy  pension  fund  originat- 
ed from  prize  money  taken  in  time  of  war,  and  as 
the  United  States  had  had  neither  war  nor  prizes  for 
some  years,  he  referred  that,  the  secretary  would 
violate  his  duty  should  he  let  the  fund  lie  idle  in  his 
hands,  the  investment  of  it  in  stock  had  been  made 
some  fifteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  Adams  here  interposed  to  say  that  those  in- 
vestments had  all  taken  place  since  1S37,  and  never 
before. 

Mr.  Thomas,  resuming,  said  that  he  referred  to  the 
capital  of  the  fund.  It  was  the  interest  which  had 
been  invested;  and  in  thus  vesting  it  the  secretary 
had  but  followed  the  course  of  his  predecessors. 
The  law  itseli  provided  that  the  secretary  might  vest 
the  interest  of  the  fund  in  any  way  he  "thought 
best.  [Mr.  T.  here  quoted  the  law].  The  present  ■ 
secretary  could,  however,  have  had  but  a small  sum 
to  invest  in  any  way.  Whether  the  investment 
had  been  prudently  made  or  not,  Mr.  T.  would  not 
now  express  an  opinion;  he  rather  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  be  admitted  to  be  better  to  place 
the  money  in  state  stocks,  rather  than  in  those 
of  any  private  corporation.  The  fault,  if  any,  was 
in  congress,  in  not  laying  down  a rule  specifying  in 
what  stock  the  interest  of  this  fund  should  be  in- 
vested. As  to  the  sale  of  the  stocks  which  had  been 
purchased,  it  was  an  operation  indispensable  to  meet 
the  engagements  of  the  government.  Mr.  T.  ob- 
served, in  conclusion,  that  he  had  not  attemped  to 
go  into  a reply  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams),  nor  did 
he  feel  bound  to  do  so.  He  was  not  in  the  same 
situation  with  that  gentleman,  having  a speech  pre- 
pared for  delivery  at  the  former  session. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  that  his  attention  had  been  drawn 
to  this  subject  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  to 
him  it  appeared  perfectly  simple.  The  law  passed 
in  1837  had  received  a construction  by  means  of 
which  the  navy  pension  fund  had  been  almost  en- 
tirely absorbed,  in  a manner  never  contemplated  or 
intended  when  the  fund  was  created.  This  was  an 
operation  over  which  the  department  had  no  control, 
and  which  they  could  not  prevent.  Under  this  state 
of  things,  the  manifest  duty  of  congress  was  to  re- 
place tiie  money;  to  repeal  the  law  of  1S37,  and  in 
the  meanwhile  to  acknowledge  tiie  debt  and  pay  the 
interest  upon  it.  That  was  the  honest  straightfor- 
ward course.  Congress  had  taken  this  fund  from 
ils  trust  position,  and  they  ought  to  reinstate  it.  If 
they  have  not  got  the  money,  they  must  acknow- 
ledge it  as  a debt  and  pay  the  interest.  This  was 
honest;  this  was  fair;  but  if  this  course  were  not 
adopted,  the  pensioners  must  come  down  to  the 
means  of  (he  government,  whatever  they  happened 
to  be.  This,  he  held,  congress  had  not  the  moral 
right  to  do  as  the  representatives  of  a moral  and  free 
people.  He  trusted  they  would  not  attempt  such  a 
piece  of  injustice,  but  would  in  this  matter,  as  in  all 
others,  act  as  the  honest  representatives  of  an  honest 
and  an  honorable  people. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Maine,  next  addressed  the  house, 
but  as  he  spoke  in  a low  tone  of  voice  and  turned 
his  back  to  tiie  reporters  scarcely  a word  of  what  he 
said  could  be  distinctly  heard  by  them;  a thing  the 
more  to  be  regretted  as  Mr.  A.  very  rarely  addresses 
the  house.  He  was  believed  to  make  some  state- 
ments of  fact  going  to  show  how  far  tiie  actual  ope- 
ration of  the  law  of  1837  was  from  the  intensions 
and  anticipations  ot  congress  in  its  passage,  in  dis- 
tributing large  amounts  of  the  public  money  to  in- 
dividuals already  in  affluent  circumstances. 

Mr.  C.  Shepard,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  of 
March  3, 1837,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  more  equita- 
ble administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund,”  be  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  Thomas  remonstrated,  and  expressed  his  ear- 
nest hope  that  his  colleague  on  the  committee  would 
not  persist  in  pressing  this  amendment.  The  com- 
mittee had  a bill  in  preparation  to  effect  tiie  object 
he  aimed  at;  but  the  present  bill  had  been  introduc- 
ed simply  with  a view  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of 
certain  stock  in  which  the  interest  of  tiie  fund  had 
been  invested.  Should  the  amendment  be  appended 
to  it,  it  might  embarrass  the  bill,  lead  to  extended 
discussion,  and  to  such  delay  as  would  defeat  tiie 
object  intended. 

But  Mr.  Shepard  persisted  in  offering  his  amend- 
ment. He  lamented  that  nothing  could  be  brought 
before  the  house  without  being  made  a party  ques- 
tion; nothing,  it  seemed,  could  get  the  attention  of 
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the  house,  unless  some  public  individual  was  to  be 
hunted  down.  He  should  not  follow  gentlemen  in 
their  remarks  on  the  course  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy.  They  had  been  satisfactorily  answered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas].  He 
would  call  the  house  to  the  real  question  before  it. 
The  navy  pension  fund  had  originated  in  1800 — be- 
ing formed  out  of  the  United  States  prize  money 
earned  by  our  gallant  navy.  Its  sole  object  was  the 
benefit  pf  those  who  had  been  disabled  in  the  pub- 
9ic  service.  In  all  the  successive  laws  which  had 
been  passed  in  relation  to  it,  one  pervading  feature 
was  to  be  found,  viz:  that  none  were  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  fund  but  those  who  had  suffered  tor 
their  country.  But  in  1837  an  entirely  new  princi- 
ple had  been  introduced;  for  its  introduction  some 
blamed  one  of  the  great  political  parties,  and  others 
blamed  the  other.  To  whom  the  blame  just ly  be- 
longed was  now  immaterial;  the  law  had  passed,  and 
it  provided  that  these  naval  pensions  were  to  be  paid, 
not  to  those  who  had  suffered  in  the  service  and 
defence  of  their  country,  but  to  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  those  who  might,  at  any  previous  time,  have 
died  in  the  service,  whether  they  had  suffered  or 
not.  And  it  also  provided  that,  when  pensions  were 
paid  to  invalids,  or  persons  who  had  incurred  disa- 
bility, the  pension  should  be  reckoned  back  to  the 
date  of  the  disability,  as  well  as  forward  from  the 
date  of  the  act.  The  fund  was  found  to  be  much 
larger  than  was  actually  needed  for  such  application 
as  had  originally  been  contemplated,  and  the  inte- 
rest arising  from  it  amounted  to  a large  sum  annu- 
ally. Government  was  pledged  to  keep  it  as  a sacred 
trust  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  defenders  of  the 
country;  but  the  law  which  had  been  hastily  passed 
operated  to  divert  the  fund  into  a different  channel, 
and  to  sweep  almost  the  whole  of  it  away.  The 
question  arising  from  such  a state  of  tilings  was, 
whether  it  was  not  now  time  to  stop,  and  to  repeal 
a law  having  such  an  operation?  He  thought  it  was. 
It  had  been  said  that  this  application  ot  the  fund 
was  a sacred  debt;  Mr.  S.  contended  that,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  persons  he  had  mentioned,  it  was  no 
debt,  but  a, mere  gratuity.  Had  they  done  or  suffer- 
ed any  thing  for  the  country?  Not  at  all.  Did  it 
appear  that  their  parents  had  suffered  any  thing? 
No.  They  had  died  while  in  the  service;  that  was 
all.  Where,  then,  was  the  justice  of  continuing 
such  pensions?  and  how  was  that  a debt  where  there 
was  no  quid  pro  quo ? He  thought  that  this  was  the 
time  to  shut  the  gate,  before  the  fiud  of  applicants 
should  sweep  away  the  little  remnant  of  the  fund 
that  still  remained.  As  be  did  not  doubt,  however, 
that  the  minds  of  most  gentlemen  were  already  made 
up  on  the  subject,  he  would  lorbear  further  remark. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  since  the 
law  of  1837  had  been  named,  and  Mr.  R.  had  been 
alluded  to  as  having  been  one  of  the  members  of  the 
naval  committee  who  reported  it  to  the  house,  it 
might  be  proper  for  him  to  state  that  he  had  opposed 
the  bill,  and  had  warned  the  house  at  the  time  what  its 
effect  would  be.  He  had  done  this  even  before  that, 
when  the  principle  was  intioduced  in  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Decatur.  That  bill  had  passed  the 
house,  but  Mr.  R.  had  strongly  opposed  it,  on  prin- 
ciple. As  to  the  law  of  1837,  it  passed  with  little 
deliberation,  in  a hasty,  inconsiderate  manner;  but, 
before  the  house  undertook  to  repeal  it,  the  bill 
ought  to  be  examined  with  deliberation.  It  had  been 
passed  rashly  and  hastily,  and  now  it  seemed  the 
house  was  asked  to  repeal  it  in  the  same  manner. 
Mr.  R.  had  been  ready  to  vote  for  the  repeal  for  more 
than  a year  past,  but  lie  was  not  willing  to  repeal  it 
in  this  form;  it  was  an  improper  mode,  and  there- 
fore he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  pass,  but 
that  the  committee  would  take  up  the  obnoxious  bill 
and  modify  it,  and  then  report  it  to  the  house  in  a 
new  shape;  but  let  it  not  be  repealed  at  a blow’,  in 
this  hastv  manner. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill 
before  the  house,  and  should  vote  for  it.  When  the 
bill  was  introduced,  the  whole  house  seemed  agreed; 
nobody  disputed  that  the  existing  deficit  in  the  navy 
pension  fund  must  be  provided  for.  But  it  was  a 
very  different  question  how  much  of  the  law  of  1837 
t was  proper  to  repeal.  That  bill  had  been  passed 
on  many  good  and  important  reasons,  and  it  was 
cherished  in  the  feelings  of  many;  be  trusted  it 
would  not,  at  one  stroke,  be  abolished,  and  no  sub- 
stitute provided;  he  hoped  this  would  not  thus  be 
attempted  in  the  shape  of  a rider  loan  appropriation 
bill.  He  could  not  believe  that  any  triend  of  the 
navy  would  be  found  advocating  such  a measure  in 
such  a form. 

Mr.  Peck  said  he  was  a friend  to  the  bill  before 
the  house,  and,  as  such,  would  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  the 
amendment  adopted,  and  the  bill  forthwith  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  senate. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS-2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  6.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a message  made  in  compliance  with  a reso- 
lution of  the  3d  instant. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright , from  the  pilots  of  New  York  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hell  Gate,  praying  a repeal  of 
the  laws  of  1837  relating  to  pilots. 

By  Mr.  Phelps,  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont favorable  to  such  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion as  will  restrict  the  president  from  being  eligi- 
ble to  a second  term. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  eight  memorials  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, praying  that  the  spirit  ration  may  be 
abolished  in  the  navy,  and  tea,  coffee,  or  other 
small  stores  substituted  therefor. 

By  Mr.  Southard,  from  350  citizens  ot  Newark, 
in  New  Jersey,  praying  the  passage  of  a general  and 
uniform  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  New  Orleans,  asking  the  enactment  of  a uniform 
bankrupt  law. 

On  motions  by  Mr.  Linn  and  Mr.  Anderson,  pa- 
pers were  taken  from  files  relating  to  private  claims 
and  again  referred . 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sturgeon,  introduced,  on  leave,  a bill  making 
certain  appropriations  for  the  patent  office,  twice 
read  and  referred. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  introduced  on  leave,  a bill  to  au- 
thorise the  issuing  of  patents  for  certain  entries  of 
public  lands;  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  institution 
of  Washington  was  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole;  and  after  some  debate,  in  which  the  bill  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Merrick,  Walker  and  others, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tappan  and  Hubbard,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  a vote  of  29  to  7. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  special 
order — the  bill  for  a permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system;  when  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose 
and  addressed  the  senate  at  length  against  the  bill, 
and  wa3  followed  by  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Linn  in 
its  support.  At  a late  hour  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  7.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the  se- 
nate a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  se- 
nate, covering  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
showing  the  number  of  soldiers  enlisted  during  the 
late  war  that  are  entitled  to  bounty  lands. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  trans- 
mitting information  relative  to  the  payment  of  a 
certain  claim  said  to  be  due  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims. 

Also,  from  the  post  office  department,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  law,  a statement  showing  the 
names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  that  de- 
partment. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  a state- 
ment from  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
showing  the  condition  of  their  affairs  on  the  1st  of 
January. 

Petitions  were  presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  extend  further  indulgence  to  certain  depo- 
site  banks. 

Also,  making  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  sufferers’ at  Natchez  by  the  late  tornado. 

A number  of  bills  of  a private  and  local  charac- 
ter were  also  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan, 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate,  at  as  early  a 
period  as  practicable,  in  a detailed  tabular  form,  all 
the  information  in  the  possession  of  iiis  department  in 
answer  to  the.  following  questions: 

1st.  What  amount  has  the  federal  government  lost, 
front  its  organization  to  this  time,  by  the  employment 
of  banks,  by  the  use  of  bank  paper,  or  by  its  connex- 
ion in  any  wise  with  banks,  including  the  depreciation 
of  bank  paper? 

2d.  What  amount  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  lost,  from  the  commencement  of  the  government 
to  this  time,  by  the  failure  and  suspension  of  banks 
and  by  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  by  the  loss  and 
destruction  of  bank  notes,  and  by  the  existence  of 
banks  and  the  use  of  bank  paper  generally? 

3d.  What  have  the  people  and  the  government  paid, 
directly  and  indirectly,  to  the  aggregate  banks  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  use  of  these  institutions,  annual- 
ly, for  the  last  ten  years? 

4th.  What  proportion  of  the  stock  of  the  several 
banks  in  the  United  States  is  at  this  time  owned  by 
foreigners? 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  institute, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


Several  bills  of  a private  and  local  nature  were  con- 
sidered in  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  prospective  pre-emption  bill  was  taken  tip 
as  the  special  order,  when  Mr.  Huntington  rose  and 
addressed  the  senate  at  some  length  against  the 
bill,  as  did  Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Preston.  Mr. 
Hubbard  and  Mr.  Young  followed  in  its  support. 

At  about  4 o’clock,  ttie  senate  adjourned. 

January  8.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the  se- 
nate a letter  from  the  treasury  department,  trans- 
mitting a report  from  the  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.' 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  showing  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  military  es- 
tablishment during  the  year  1840. 

Also,  from  the  governor  of  Iowa,  memorials  of 
the  legislative  council  of  that  territory,  asking  ap- 
propriations for  the  erection  of  a penitentiary  and 
making  military  roads. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  credentials  of  Samuel 
McRoberts,  senator  elect  from  Illinois,  after  the  4th 
March  next;  which  were  placed  on  file. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  presented  and  ap- 
propriately referred,  and  a number  of  reports  from 
committees  made,  which  will  be  noticed  in  their 
progress. 

Mr.  Linn,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  provide 
for  the  protection  and  settlement  of  Oregon,  and  to 
extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same. 

Mr.  L.  on  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  made 
some  remarks  explanatory  of  the  causes  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
senate,  and  went  at  some  length  into  the  history  of 
the  settlement  of  that  territory,  and  the  encroach- 
ments made  on  it  by  British  traders. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  viz:  Ihe  bill  to  establish  a per- 
manent and  prospective  pre-emption  system;  when 
Mr.  Anderson  rose  and  addressed  tile  senate  at 
length  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Manguin,  wishing  to  address  the  senate  on 
the  bill,  proposed  to  its  friends  to  postpone  ils 
further  consideration  to  Monday,  when  he  promis- 
ed them  his  aid  in  getting  the  question  upon  or- 
dering it  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Linn  made  a few  remarks  in  reply  to  one 
part  of  what  had  been  said  j'esterday  by  Mr.  Pres- 
ton. That  gentleman  had  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  apprehensions  of  many  gentlemen  with 
regard  to  danger  on  our  western  frontier  from  in- 
cursions of  the  Indians  were  without  foundation, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  much  more  likely  that  those 
wild  warriors  and  hunters  would  attempt  excur- 
sions over  the  prairies  and  among  the  Cumanches 
and  Caddos  than  make  assaults  upon  the  denser 
settlements  of  the  whites,  where  they  could  expect 
only  an  armed  resistance.  It  would  be  sufficient 
to  take  off  the  force  of  this  argument  to  state  that 
facts  were  against  it,  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  had 
already  made  three  successive  attacks  on  the  white 
settlements;  how  many  more  they  might  attempt, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say. 

Mr.  Preston  explained.  He  had  not  said  that 
(here  was  no  danger  on  the  frontier — he  knew  that 
danger  did  exist  there;  but  he  apprehended  it  had 
been  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  establishment 
of  military  posts,  the  raising  ol  regiments,  &c.  He 
still  thought  that,  ultimately,  the  Indians  would 
find  it  easier  to  go  westward,  but  he  did  not  insist 
upon  the  argument. 

Some  conversation  took  place  about  postponing 
the  bill  to  Monday,  when  Mr.  Crittenden  said  that 
he  could,  on  certain  conditions,  vote  for  a pre-emp- 
tion bill;  and,  as  the  best  mode  of  stating  what  they 
were,  he  would  ask  leave  to  read  a motion,  for  re- 
commitment of  the  bill  with  instructions,  which 
he  had  prepared  and  wished  to  offer  at  a proper 
time.  Mr.  C.  then  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee that  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  report  amend- 
ments thereto  to  the  following  effect: 

1st.  To  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  states  of  the  union  in 
just  and  equitable  proportions. 

2d.  To  grant  to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the 
public  lands  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  quantity 
thereof  not  exceeding  one-half  section,  or  329  acres 
including  place  of  settlement,  at  the  minimum  price 
of  81  25  per  acre,  with  such  provisions  as  shall  limit 
this  right  of  settlement  and  pre-emption  to  actual  bona 
fide  settlers  whose  estate  at  the  time  of  settlement  shall 
not  exceed  the  value  of  1,000  dollars;  and  further,  with 
such  provisions  as  shall  effectually  exclude  the’wcal- 
thier  speculators  from  all  benefits  under  this  law,  and 
shall  prevent  them  from  interfering  with,  or  participat- 
ing in,  the  privilege  and  right  of  settlement  and  pre- 
emption which  are  hereby  granted  and  intended  fi  r 
the  sole  advantage  of  the  needy  and  honest  settlers  and 
cultivators  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  C.  wished  the  motion  to  lie  over  for  the 
present  and  the  instructions  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that,  should  this  motion  be 
pressed,  he  should  rqova  to  amend  the  instruction 
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so  as  to  require  that  the  entire  future  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  be  devoted  to  the  Maintenance  and 
increase  of  the  navy,  and  the  providing  suitable  na- 
tional defences. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  with  some  appearance  ot  ex 
citeinent,  that  the  instructions  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  amounted  to  a proposal  to  increase  what 
he  and  his  friends  said  existed,  and  the  existence  of 
which  Mr.  B.  and  those  on  his  side  of  the  house  de- 
nied, viz:  a national  debt.  He  thanked  the  senator  for 
comino’  out,  at  once,  with  this  proposal  to  create  a 
national  debt,  with  its  necessary  consequences  of  a 
tarilf  and  a bank.  All  men  would  now  be  warned 
that,  when  the  new  administration  should  come 
into  power,  it  was  to  be  their  policy  to  add  as  much 
as  possible  to  the  public  expenditures,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  curtail,  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
the  public  revenue,  that  the  deficit  thus  created 
might  occasion  the  creation  of  a great  national 
bank.  Their  whole  policy  was  now  laid  open  in 
all  its  odious  deformity.  He  thanked  the  senator 
for  his  motion.  He  thanked  him  for  avowing  him- 
self, yesterday,  in  favor  of  a national  bank;  and  he 
thanked  him  for  now  coming  forward  with  a pro- 
posal to  withdraw  the  landed  revenue  of  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  purpose  of  introducing  loans  and 
taxes.  He  thanked  him.  Mr.  B.  was  ready  at  any 
time  to  enter  on  the  contest,  let  there  be  no  bush- 
wacking,  but  a fair  and  open  fight.  He  wanted  to 
see  whether  a national  debt  was  to  be  created  by 
withdrawing  the  revenue  arising  from  the  public 
domain.  He  thanked  the  gentleman  for  giving  him 
this  timely  notice  of  what  was  coming. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  he  had  intended  nothing 
more  than  to  apprise  that  gentleman  and  others  oi 
what  was  his  intention  to  move.  He  considered 
this  no  more  than  right  and  proper;  but  he  had 
no  wish  to  make  his  motion  the  subject  of  debate 
at  this  moment  The  honorable  senator  from 
Missouri  was  entirely  welcome  to  all  the  advan- 
tage he  could  derive  from  the  public  manner  in 
which  Mr.  C.  had  avowed  his  purpose.  He  had 
always  thought  himself  too  humble  an  individual 
for  any  purposes  or  efforts  of  his  to  be  attended 
with  great  results:  and  this  made  him  prompt,  per- 
haps too  prompt  and  open  in  avowing  his  opinions 
and  intentions.  He  might  not,  perhaps,  be  able 
to  encounter  the  arguments  and  the  denunciations 
of  (he  senator  from  Missouri;  but  he  had  at  least 
conveyed  to  him  plainly  and  in  writing  what  he 
had  intended  to  propose.  He  had  no  secrets. — 
What  he  was  for  he  was  for,  without  equivocation 
or  concealment.  If  this  entitled  him  to  the  gra- 
titude of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  he  had  al- 
ready received  more  frequently  repeated  expres- 
sions of  it  than  he  had  any  right  to  expect.  As 
to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  states,  it  was  no  new  measure. 
A bill  lor  that  purpose  had  passed  both  houses  by 
large  majorities,  and  the  sole  obstacle  which  pre 
vented  it  from  becoming  a law  was  notorious  to 
the  whole  country.  Was  it  so  passing  strange  that 
a measure  should  now  be  proposed  to  be  renewed 
which  the  people  of  the  states  had  always  clung  to? 
His  legislature  had  given  Mr.  C.  instructions  on 
this  subject;  and  had  his  opinion  been  less  clear  and 
decided  than  it  was,  their  voice  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  control  him.  He  would  not,  however, 
so  far  forego  his  determination  as  to  suffer  himself 
to  he  drawn  into  a debate  on  the  matter  now. 

Mr.  Benton  again  thanked  Mr.  C.  for  his  frank- 
ness, and  for  the  timely  notice  he  had  given;  though 
Mr.  B.  needed  no  notice  on  a subject  like  this,  on 
which  he  was  prepared  to  speak  at  any  time.  The 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  had  told  the  senate 
that  there  now  existed  a national  debt  of  twenty- 
seven  millions,  and  had  called  on  the  senate  for  a 
tax  on  French  silks  and  French  wines;  yes,  on 
French  silks  and  French  wines;  foratax  on  French 
silks  and  French  wines;  they  had  heard  the  words 
often  enough.  These  taxes  were  to  be  laid  to  make 
up  for  deficiencies  in  the  revenue.  They  were 
asked  to  disturb  the  whole  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, so  far  as  France  was  concerned,  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue;  the  necessity  was  so 
urgent  that  they  could  not  lose  a moment.  It  was 
to  no  purpose  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
sent  in  his  estimates  showing  that  the  income  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  year;  not 
at  all;  gentlemen  said  we  must  lay  taxes,  and  lay 
them  at  once;  we  must  have  taxes,  and  taxes  now; 
and  if  not,  then  the  odium — (should  he  confine  him- 
self to  that  word?  yes,  he  would  confine  himself  to 
the  word  odium) — the  odium  of  a called  session  of 
congress  was  to  be  thrown  on  those  who  refused. 
And  while  they  threatened  the  odium  of  this  mea- 
sure of  an  extra  session,  here  came  in  a proposal 
to  take  off  three  and  a half  millions  at  once  from 
the  public  revenue.  He  thanked  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  for  showing  his  hand,  and,  in  that, 
the  hand  of  the  new  administration.  It  was  to 


commence  with  creating  a public  debt  to  re-estab- 
lish that  system  of  commerce  which  had  been  load- 
ed down  with  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a national  bank.  The  new  bank  could  not  be  creat- 
ed without  the  existence  of  a public  debt;  that  debt 
must  be  created;  the  United  States  must  be  sold  to 
create  the  capital  for  a bank  A bank,  as  gentle- 
men well  knew,  could  not  exist  without  a national 
debt.  The  debt  of  the  nation  was  the  stock  of  the 
bank;  and  gentlemen  could  not  manage  to  get  a 
public  debt  without  throwing  away  a portion  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  then  they  would  get  a new 
tariff. 

He  thanked  the  senator  for  letting  him  and  his 
friends  see  what  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  new 
administration;  but  he  hoped  they  would  put  off 
the  accomplishment  of  these  plans  till  the  extra 
session:  for  such  a session  they  must  have  to  raise 
the  ways  and  means,  if  the  measure  succeeded  of 
throwing  away  a part  of  the  existing  revenue.  If 
any  thing  was  to  be  added  to  the  existing  burdens 
ol  the  country,  it  should,  (so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned), be  done  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 
Let  them  call  a new  congress  to  supply  deficiencies 
and  warrant  new  expenditures.  He  repeated  his 
thanks  to  Mr.  Crittenden  for  bringing  forward  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  that,  in  all  good  temper  and 
benevolent  feeling,  he  returned  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  liberal  thanks  the  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  give;  and  he  would  now  extend  a little  his 
claims  to  the  honorable  senator’s  gratitude  by  telling 
him  that  he  was  in  favor  of  laying  such  duties  as 
should  furnish  a revenue  adequate  to  the  econo- 
mical wants  of  the  government,  and  no  more.  He 
was  also  in  favor  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  states.  As  to  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  he  trusted  that  the  example 
of  the  administration  now  going  outof  power  would 
prove  a sufficient  warning  to  deter  from  imitation 
even  a less  wise  administration  than  that  which 
would  come  into  power  on  the  4th  of  March  next. 
Mr.  C.  hoped  to  see  all  he  had  mentioned  effected 
without  the  creation  of  a public  debt.  It  was  well, 
however,  for  an  administration  which  had  been  so 
wantonly  profligate  in  its  expenditures,  now,  when 
it  was  in  it3  last  moments  in  extremis,  to  relieve 
its  conscience  by  lecturing  others  against  extrava- 
gance. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  this  debate  was  likely  to 
take  a very  wide  range;  he  rose  not  to  enter  into 
debate,  but  to  give  notice  that  he  should  move  an 
amendment  to  the  instructions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Crittenden,  one  directing  the  committee  to  report  a 
bill  granting  the  public  lands  to  the  respective 
states  in  which  they  were  situated.  [Much  laugh- 
ter from  one  side  of  the  senate.] 

The  instructions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  half-past  three,  the  senate  went  into  execu- 
tive session.  After  the  doors  were  re-opened,  Mr. 
Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution,  giving 
for  his  reasons  that  the  papers  in  question  would 
serve  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  the  British  colonists. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  to 
be  procured  and  submitted  to  the  senate  copies  of  the 
debate  in  the  British  parliament  prior  to  the  year  1820, 
in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States,  and  copies  of  land  titles  emanating  from  the 
British  government  repugnant  in  the  calls  of  said  titles 
to  the  boundary  now  claimed  by  said  government. 

On  this  resolution  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messts.  Webster,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Preston,  Alien  and 
Walker  participated,  after  which  he  resolution  was, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Walker,  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

January  11.  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  Mr.  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  appointed  a 
senator  from  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  serve  until 
the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature,  in  the  room  of 
the  late  Mr.  Felix  Grundy.  Mr.  Nicholson  was 
duly  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden, senator  elect  after  the  4th  of  March,  1841, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  a number  of  importing 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
released  from  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain 
goods  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  a law  may  be 
passed  authorising  the  distribution  of  the  sales  of 
such  goods  as  were  saved  among  the  proprietors. 

Also,  several  memorials  from  citizens  of  Utica 
and  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  severally  praying  the'  passage  of  a bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  anti-slavery  society 
of  east  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  so  as  to  release  the  people  from 
any  obligation  to  restore  absconding  slaves-,  and 


also  to  change  the  present  system  of  representation. 
Motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Webster,  the  memorial  of  a number  of 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  asking  the  enactment  of 
a general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  asking  the 
passage  of  a law  to  grant  to  the  district  courts  con- 
current jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  courts  over 
offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  within 
the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  said,  as  a bill  had  already  been  reported 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  that  embraced 
the  points,  he  would  simply  move  that  the  petition 
lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  Clarkson  anti- 
slavery society  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  an 
inquiry  may  be  made  into  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  territories 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
them  relief.  The  motion  to  receive  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  a document  relative  to  pur- 
chasing from  the  Woodville  lyceum  of  Mississippi, 
for  the  use  of  the  National  institute  in  Washington, 
all  the  fossil  skeletons  collected  in  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  Anderson,  from  Elisha  Adair,  praying 
the  redemption  of  a large  sum  of  continental  paper 
paid  by  the  government  to  his  father  for  supplies 
furnished  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  the  revolutionary  w-ar. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a joint  resolution  directing  the 
transfer  to  the  state  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  upon  certain  condi- 
tions, without  amendment,  together  with  a special 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Sevier,  from  the  commitlee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  a bill  to  provide  for  running  and  marking 
the  northern  boundary  line  of  a tract  of  land  re- 
served for  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  the  bill  relating  to  the  per- 
manent and  prospective  pre-emption  system. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  amend- 
ment to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  among 
the  states,  and  to  limit  the  privilege  only  to  per- 
sons not  worth  more  than  $1,000. 

Mr.  Benton  denounced  the  amendment  with  some 
warmth,  as  intended  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mangum  spoke  at  length  against  all  the  fea- 
tures of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Linn,  who  advocated  the  pre  emption  sys- 
tem in  its  utmost  latitude. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  substituting  “the  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands 
to  the  states  in  which  they  lie,  on  certain  condi- 
tions.” 

Mr.  C.  said  he  desired  to  present  his  views  on 
this  question,  which  might  occupy  the  senate  for 
half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  but  as  the  hour  was  late, 
he  would  take  another  occasion  to  do  so.  As  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
had  opened  all  the  ground  relating  to  the  question, 
he  hoped  the  debate  would  now  take  the  widest 
range.  On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  12.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Norvell,  Pierce,  Ruggles,  Wall, 
Hubbard  and  Benton. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  a bill  to  regulate  the  land  of- 
fices in  the  state  of  Indiana  and  for  other  purposes, 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  following  memorials: 

From  the  directors  of  the  Mount  Carmel  rail  road 
company;  from  the  legislature  of  Louisiana;  and 
from  the  citizens  of  Alleghany  in  relation  to  the 
navigation  of  Alleghany  river. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced,  on  leave, 
twice  read  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Eagle  rail  road  and  lumber  company. 

By  Mr.  Young,  a bill  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road  through  the  states  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  amend  the  9th  joint  rule 
of  the  two  houses  as  follows,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

“That  before  any  committee  of  either  house  of 
congress  shall  report  a bill  in  favor  of  any  private 
claim,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  such 
committee  to  call  upon  the  proper  department,  with 
the  business  of  which  said  claim  is  connected,  for 
all  such  facts  and  evidence  as  may  be  in  possession 
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of  such  department,  or  any  officer  thereof,  touching 
such  claim;  the  answer  to  which  shall  be  reported 
with  said  bill.” 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Arkansas  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  slate. 

A bill  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations 
and  pre-emption  rights,  under  the  act  of  1814. 

A bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  pioinole  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts. 

A joint  resolution  to  authorise  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  extend  further  indulgence  to  certain 
deposite  banks. 

A number  of  relief  bills  were  also  considered  in 
committee  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  the  bill  relating  to  the  permanent 
and  prospective  pre-emption  system,  when  Mr. 
Calhoun  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  length  in 
favor  of  his  substitute  for  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Crittenden. 

Mr.  Crittenden  followed,  and  was  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Benton,  when,  at  a late  hour,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESF.NTATtVES. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  6.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  reported  a bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the  year  1841;  which  was  twice  read  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  with  the  accompanying  documents  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Chinn,  Ra- 
riden  and  Grinnell. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  ‘‘to 
regulate  the  taking  of  testimony  in  cases  of  con- 
tested elections  and  for  other  purposes;”  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  elections  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  presented  an  amendment 
which  he  should  offer  to  a bill  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  and  moved  it  be  printed;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Chinn  gave  notice  of  a bill  in  relation  to  lands 
in  Louisiana  that  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce 
at  some  future  day. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Miss,  according  to  previous 
notice,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  in  relation 
to  the  Choctaw  Indians;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Leonard,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings,  which  was  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  falling  of  the  chandelier  in  the  hall  of  the  house 
was  caused  by  a defect  in  the  workmanship  and 
construction;  and  whelher  any  money  had  been 
paid  for  it,  and  if  not,  whether  any  ought  to  be  paid, 
made  a report  upon  the  subject.  The  committee 
enter  into  a full  account  of  the  making  of  the  con- 
tract, its  terms  and  conditions,  and  express  their 
opinion  that  its  provisions  have  been  fully  compli- 
ed with  by  the  contractors;  and  that  they  consider 
the  falling  of  the  chandelier  “as  one  of  those  casu- 
alties incident  to  all  material  things,  and  which,  like 
almost  every  one  that  occurs,  it  is  so  easy  to  see 
how  it  might  have  been  avoided  when  too  late.”  It 
appears  that  the  utmost  caution  was  used  to  submit 
the  materials  to  very  severe  tests  before  they  were 
suspended,  and  no  effort  was  spared  to  give  assu- 
rance of  its  safety.  The  committee  report  that  no 
money  has  been  paid  to  the  contractors;  that  the 
remaining  materials  are  valued  at  $400,  which  the 
contractors  are  willing  to  take  back.  In  full  view 
of  all  the  circumstances,  the  committee  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  recommend  a strict  compliance  with 
the  contract,  by  directing  the  clerk  to  pay  over  to 
Messrs.  Hooper  & Co.  the  contractors,  such  balance 
as  may  be  coming  to  them,  alter  deducting  the  $400 
for  the  broken  materials. 

The  report  was  read,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr, 
Briggs,  it  was  concurred  in;  and  so  the  clerk  was 
directed  to  pay  for  the  chandelier  according  to  con- 
tract, deducting  $400  from  the  amount,  and  to  give 
up  the  fragments  to  the  contractors. 

Mr.  1 Vm.  Cost  Johnson  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rules  that  he  might  report  a bill  providing  lor 
the  relief  of  the  lunatics  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. He  was  sure  that  the  house  would  not  be  five 
minutes  in  the  consideration  of  it.  He  moved  that 
the  house  go  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
consideration  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  Calvary  Morris  hoped  that  the  house  would 
consent  at  once  to  take  up  this  bill.  He  was  satis- 
fied, after  having  visited  the  prison  where  they  were 
confined,  that  the  subject  demanded  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  house,  and  of  every  benevolent  in- 
dividual. 


The  question  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules  was 
then  put  and  carried — whereon,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Williams, 
of  N.  C.  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cushing  asked  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
that  the  expense  of  the  lunatics  be  charged  on  the 
city,  on  the  authorities  in  which  these  paupers  were 
located.  It  was  properly  a subject  which  should.be 
left  alone  on  the  local  authorities.  That  the  house 
was  not  organized  lor  the  purpose  of  regulating  the 
poor  house  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  if  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  were  carried  out,  the  paupers  of  all 
the  states  would  flock  in  here,  and  we  should  have 
notional  paupers.  Mr.  Johnson  observed  that  the 
bill  provided  lor  lunatics.  Mr.  Hubbard  said  there 
was  no  difference,  but  the  means  by  which  they 
raised  their  support  was  the  same.  Mr.  Morgan 
thought  the  amendment  very  necessary.  That  the 
city  of  Washington  ought  to  remove  ttieir  lunatics 
to  Baltimore,  without  coming  to  congress  to  ask 
leave. 

Mr.  Win.  Cost  Johnson  said  that  the  states  pro- 
vided for  their  lunatics.  Congress  was  the  local 
legislature  of  the  Distiict — will  you  not  even  act 
the  part  of  the  states.  The  expenses  would  be 
comparatively  trifling.  He  hoped  that  congress 
would  not  act  on  a principle  different  from  that  appl i - 
ed  by  the  states.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  amendment;  and  if  not,  that  the  house 
would  reject  it. 

Mr.  Reed  spoke  at  some  length.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill  without  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  that  the  states  did  not  support 
all  their  lunatics;  pauper  lunatics  were  the  proper 
charge  on  the  states. 

Mr.  Philip  Thomas  moved  an  amendment  that 
the  bill  might  read  lunatic  paupers. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  the  propriety  of  another  amendment  con- 
fining the  bill  to  the  lunatics  who  had  a residence 
in  this  District.  The  amendments  were  lost;  except 
that  offered  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  house. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table;  the  vote  on  which  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  lost:  yeas  55,  nays  107. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
vote  called  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  said  it  authorised  congress  to 
take  on  itself  the  lunatic  paupers  of  this  District. — 
He  was  unwilling  to  adopt  this  principle,  and  wish- 
ed to  record  his  vote  in  the  negative;  and  therefore 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Davis  noticed  an  inconsistency  between  the 
title  of  the  bill  and  its  provisions.  The  bill  was  en- 
titled “a  bill  for  temporary  relief,”  whereas  its  pro- 
visions were  permanent  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  had  no  objection  to  changing 
its  title.  He  said  that  the  committee  regarded  it  as 
temporary,  supposing  that  at  some  future  time  an 
asylum  might  be  erected.  Their  object  was  econo- 
my— that  congress  was  unwilling  to  build  an  asylum 
at  present. 

Mr.  Garland  inquired  whether  there  had  not  acls 
passed  heretofore  of  a similar  character  Mr.  W. 
Cost  Johnson  replied  that  there  had  not  to  his  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  it  was  an  imperfect  bill.  He 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment  limiting  its  du- 
ration; and  thus  calling  on  the  city  hereafter  to 
make  provisions  for  its  lunatics — instead  of  depend- 
ing on  a permanent  provision  by  congress. 

Mr.  Peck  desired  that  the  gentleman  would  con- 
sent to  the  recommitment.  He  could  not  vote  for 
it  in  this  shape;  was  exceedingly  desirous  to.  He 
favored  a limitation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Win.  Cost  Jonnson  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  and  negatived:  yeas  72,  nays  82. 

Mr  Fillmore  then  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  just  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  recommitting  and  so  amending  it 
that  himself  and  many  other  of  its  friends  might 
vote  for  it. 

Alter  remarks  from  several  members,  the  orders 
of  the  day  were  then  moved  by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson, 
and  the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Pennsylvania  contested  election. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  resumed  his  argument  from  yester- 
day, in  support  of  his  right  to  the  seat  now  held  by 
Mr.  Naylor,  and  concluded  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Naylor  then  rose  to  address  the  house,  but 
gave  way  to  a general  call  for  adjournment. 

Whereui  on,  a motion  to  that  effect  having  pre- 
vailed, the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  7.  The  speaker  having  announc- 
ed the  business  before  the  house  to  be  the  case  of  the 


contested  election  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
between  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ingersoll.  And  Mr. 
Naylor  being  entitled  to  the  floor — Mr.  Fillmore 
rose  (at  the  request,  he  was  understood  to  say,  of 
Mr.  Naylor),  and  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow 
morning.  He  (Mr.  F.)  understood  that  Mr.  Nay- 
lor was  very  much  out  of  health,  and  that  he  desir- 
ed, as  a favor,  that  a postponement  might  take  place. 

Mr.  Monroe  hoped  another  day,  and  not  to-mor- 
row, would  be  fixed  upon.  It  was  private  bill  day 
and  ought  not,  in  the  present  state  of  the  calendar, 
to  be  given  up  to  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  would  then,  at  the  request 
of  many  gentlemen  around  him,  propose  Monday 
next.  Mr.  Wise  thought  that,  before  a day  was 
fixed,  the  house  should  ascertain  the  disposition  of 
Mr.  Naylor  himself.  Mr.  Naylor  then  rose  and 
said  a few  words,  of  which  nothing  could  be  heard 
by  the  reporter  beyond  the  statement  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  suffered  severely  all  night,  and  (as  he 
was  understood)  that  Monday  would  be  agreeable 
to  him. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether 
the  subjpet  would  come  up  as  a privileged  question. 
The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative.  And,  the 
question  having  been  taken,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  rejecting  the  bill  to  make  tempo- 
rary provision  for  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, came  up,  in  order,  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Reed  said  that  the  reporter  of  the  Globe  had 
misunderstood  him  as  to  one  or  two  things.  He 
was  reported  to  have  said  that  the  marshal  of  this 
District  had  an  annual  salary  often  thousand  dollars 
and  the  persons  in  jail  were  in  the  most  wretched 
condition.  I said  (observed  Mr.  R.)  that  the  in- 
come or  emoluments  of  the  office  of  marshal  of  this 
District  were  said  to  be  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
that  it  was  said  that  the  persons  in  jail  were  in  a 
most  wretched  condition,  and  (said  Mr.  R.)  I be- 
lieve it.  The  income  or  emoluments  of  office  arise 
from  fees  and  the  profits  of  boarding  prisoners  for 
about  $2  50  per  week. 

I hope  (3aid  Mr.  R.)  that  the  motion  will  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  may  be 
reconsidered,  I feel  bound,  as  an  act  of  justice  and 
humanity,  to  make  provision  for  the  unfortunate 
lunatics  in  this  District.  They  do  assemble  here, 
for  various  causes,  from  all  parts  of  the  country. — 
They  are  in  a miserable  and  wretched  condition. — 
Humanity  demands  relief  for  them.  This  District 
ought  not  in  justice,  they  are  not  able  in  fact,  to 
bear  the  tax  of  supporting  these  lunatics;  I am 
therefore  in  favor  of  supporting  these  rational  luna- 
tics from  the  national  treasury. 

Mr.  Tilling  hast  suggested  that  what  seemed  to 
him  to  be  required  was  a simple  change  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  word  “pau- 
pers” in  the  last  as  well  as  in  the  former  part. 

He  thought,  also,  that  the  bill  should  contain  a 
provision  limiting  its  operation  to  the  lunatics  who 
might  have  been  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. His  motive  yesterday  in  asking  for  a 
withdrawal  of  the  previous  question  was,  that  he 
might  suggest  these  alterations,  as  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  then  stood.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  provided  such  an  alteration 
was  made  in  the  phraseology  as  would  carry  out  the 
real  objects  which  it  was  intended  to  accomplish. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mar- 
vin, and  demanded,  put  and  carried. 

And  the  question  of  reconsideration  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  lollows:  yeas  95,  nays  62. 

The  reconsideration  being  earned — 

Air.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of 
the  union  for  the  purpose  of  amendment. 

Mr.  Jameson  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  was  fust  put  on  committing  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  carried;  yeas  95,  nays  not  counted. 

Air.  Fillmore  then  moved  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended so  as  to  go  immediately  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bill;  carried:  yeas  87,  nays  57. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  ol  the  union,  (Air.  Lincoln 
in  the  chair). 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  the  clerk. 

Air.  Fillmore  movpd  to  add  the  following  section: 

“That  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1843,  and  no  longer.” 

Air.  Peck  moved  further  to  amend  so  as  to  con- 
tinue the  operation  of  the  bill  to  pauper  lunatics  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  whose  support  is  legally 
chargeable  thereto;  this  was  also  agreed  to. 
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The  bill  was  opposed,  at  considerable  length  by 
Messrs.  Hand  and  Hubbard;  who  were  replied  to, 
and  the  passage  of  the  bill  advocated  by  Messrs. 
W.  Thompson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Dawson,  Briggs , 
Monroe  and  Alford; — when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 
the  two  amendments,  they  were  concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question 
on  its  passage  was  taken  by  yeas  and  na3'S,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  yeas  110,  nays  59.  So  the 
bill  was  passed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communications,  viz: 

1.  A letter  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Selden,  transmitting  his  quarterly  ac- 
counts for  the  service  of  the  post  office  department 
for  the  years  1837,  1838  and  1839,  each  year  ending 
on  the  30th  June. 

The  letter  of  the  treasurer  states  that  the  balance 
to  his  credit  for  the  use  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment in  the  late  deposite  banks  is  $22,844 — of  that 
amount,  $22,827  is  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
and  detained  by  the  bank  in  satisfaction  of  certain 
alleged  claims  against  the  post  office  department. 
The  balance  in  his  hands  and  in  the  hands  of  sub- 
treasurers belonging  to  the  department  is  $12,921. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  expenditures  in  the 
post  office  department. 

2.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  the  annual  statements  showing  the 
condition  of  the  several  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Laid  on  the  table. 

3.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  with 
a printed  copy  of  the  Naval  Register  for  1841,  for 
each  member. 

4.  A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  accom- 
panied by  a list  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  de- 
partment in  the  year  1S40,  with  the  pay  of  each. — 
There  were  59  clerks — the  salary  of  each  clerk  is 
named,  but  the  aggregate  amount  paid  during  the 
year  is  not  given.  Laid  on  the  table. 

5.  A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  accom- 
panied with  a list  of  regular  and  temporary  agents 
employed  by  the  post  office  department,  with  the 
amount  paid  to  each  from  July  1,  1839,  to  Novem- 
ber 30,  1840. 

The  regular  agents  are  Arthur  Nelson,  Howard 
Kennedy,  Wm.  Tanner,  C.  G.  McHutton,  James 
Brown,  Alvin  Haynes,  George  Plitt,  at  a regular 
salary  of  $1,600  each,  with  allowances  for  trans- 
poria lion,  subsistence,  and  other  expenses,  about  equal 
in  the  aggregate,  to  the  regular  salary. 

The  temporary  agents  were  John  Manon,  John 
A.  Webber,  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  Charles  H.  Kirk, 
Samuel  Fry,  B.  H.  Hathaway,  Thos.  H.  Grenville, 
A.  J.  Comstock,  Lemuel  M.  Barker,  J.  Vausant, 
S.  Doubleday;  the  nature  of  the  special  service  is 
stated,  together  with  the  compensation  given; 
which,  in  general,  are  small  sums.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  expenditures  in  the  post  office  de- 
partment. 

6.  A letter  from  the  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Iowa;  enclosing  three  memorials;  one  for  post  routes; 
one  for  an  appropriation  for  a penitentiary;  the  other 
for  a military  road  from  Bloomington  to  Iowa  city, 
then  to  intersect  the  road  from  Dubuque  to  the  Mis- 
souri line. 

Sundry  bills  heretofore  received  from  the  senate 
severally  received  their  first  and  second  readings, 
and  were  referred — which  will  be  more  particu- 
larly noticed  in  their  progress. 

Mr.  Cushing  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  of  certain  American 
citizens  for  spoliations  committed  on  their  com- 
merce prior  to  3d  July,  1801. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  authorising  and  providing  for  the 
purchase  of  a lot  of  land  ad  joining  the  custom  house 
in  New  York, — which  wa3  twice  read  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  found  a military  asylum  for 
the  relief  and  support  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States;  committed  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  M.  moved  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  bill  and  report  which  accompanied  it;  which 
motion  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

A number  of  other  reports  were  made  on  private 
and  local  matters  and  several  committees  discharg- 
ed from  petitions  and  memorials  which  had  been 
erroneously  referred,  and  they  were  committed  to 
appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  was  carried,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  8.  Mr.  Everett  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  resolution: 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 1 
sions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  for  the  term  ot  five  years  the  pensions  al- 
lowed under  the  act  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to 
certain  widows,  passed  July  7,  1S38. 

Mr.  Peck  thought  the  subject  was  already  before 
the  house  in  the  shape  of  a bill;  at  least,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  the  chairman  to  report  a bill, 
which  he  thought  embraced  all  that  was  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  said  that  a bill  had  been  reported 
which,  upon  explanation,  was  found  not  to  embrace 
the  provisions  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Everett. 

The  introduction  of  the  resolution  wasobjected  to. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

After  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Peck,  Mr. 
Taliaferro,  Mr.  Hand  and  Mr.  Galbraith , the  ques- 
tion on  suspending  the  rule  was  put — ayes  99,  noes 
53.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rule  was  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  to  w hich  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  senate 
to  authorise  the  inhabitants  of  township  8 north, 
range  32  west,  in  the  slate  of  Arkansas,  to  en- 
ter a section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the  16th  section, 
upon  condition  that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the 
United  States  for  military  purposes,  reported  that 
the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  It  was  then  committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  select  committee  on 
the  explosion  of  steam  boilers,  made  the  following 
report: 

“The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Coates  and  others,  relating  to 
steamboat  disasters  and  the  means  of  prevention, 
and  likewise  the  report  and  bills  submitted  to  the 
house  at  the  last  session  by  the  select  committee  to 
whom  the  petition  of  Samuel  Raub  relative  to  his 
self-acting  valves  was  referred,  report:  That  they 
have  adopted  the  report  and  bills  submitted  by  the 
select  committee  during  the  last  session,  and  here- 
with present  the  same,  and  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  bills  herewith  presented  shall  be 
considered  on  the  day  of  , and  made 

the  special  order  on  that  and  each  succeeding  day  until 
they  are  disposed  of.’’ 

The  bills  are  the  following: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  president  to  employ  per- 
sons to  construct  apparatus  with  a view  to  extin- 
guish fires  on  board  steamboats,  and  to  test  its  uti- 
lity; 

A bill  to  provide  for  purchasing  the  patent  for 
Raub’s  self-acting  safety  valve; 

A bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  ves- 
sels propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  approv- 
ed July  7,  1838,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bills  were  severally  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  resolution  to 
make  them  a special  order. 

Mr.  Cushing  suggested  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing a distant  day  for  filling  the  blank  in  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  committee  for  a special  order 
on  these  bills. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Cushing,  Under- 
wood and  Jones,  of  Virginia,  as  to  the  day  tor  filling 
the  blank,  it  was  filled  with  Monday  next  two  weeks, 
[the  25th  instant],  and  the  resolution  was  then 
adopted  by  a vote  of  two-thirds.  And  so  the  bill 
was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday, 
the  25th  inst. 

Petitions  were  presented,  on  leave,  by  Messrs. 
Grinnell,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  Par- 
menter,  Brackenridge,  Weller,  C.  II.  Williams , Po- 
land Strong,  Doan,  Saltonstall  and  Goode. 

Mr.  Barnard  inquired  of  the  chair,  how  much  of 
the  morning  remained? 

The  speaker  answered  about  20  minutes. 

Mr.  Barnard  then  said  that,  as  this  was  private 
bill  day,  and  the  contested  election  would  come  on 
again  on  Monday,  he  would  waive  his  right  to  go 
on  with  his  speech  on  his  resolutions  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  finances  till  Tuesday  next. 

This  was  assented  to,  and  so  the  subject  is  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  the  12th  instant. 

Mr.  Crabb  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  be  legal  for  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  to 
reside  out  of  the  limits  of  the  circuit  to  which  they  are 
respectively  assigned;  and  if  it  is  legal  so  to  reside,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting,  by  statute 
such  residence. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce  re- 
ported a bill  to  authorise  the  enrolment  or  register 
of  the  schooner  Amistad;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time.  , 


I Mr.  C.  moved  the  engrossment  and  third  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  explained  the  necessity  ol  its  speedy 
passage. 

Mr.  Pirkens  objected,  and  gave  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Curtis  further  explained,  and  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  so  as  to  put  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage. The  question  was  put,  and  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Winthrop  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the 
same  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  their 
salaries  to  the  clerks  in  the  custom  house  at  Boston, 
which  has  already  been  made  in  behalf  of  the  clerks  in 
the  custom  houses  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Saltonslull  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  (o: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretury  of  the  navy  be  direct- 
ed to  conjmunieate  to  this  house  what  amount  of  money 
was  received  by  the  United  States  under  the  act  of 
June  26,  1812,  and  the  act  of  February  13,  1813,  pro- 
viding that  two  per  cent,  of  the  nett  amount  of  prize 
money  arising  from  captures  made  by  the  private  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  United  States  be  set  apart  as  a pen- 
sion fund,  as  set  forth  in  said  act;  also,  to  report  whe- 
ther the  same,  or  any,  and  what  part  thereof  was  in- 
vested, and  if  so,  in  what  stocks  or  securities,  and  at 
what  prices  the  said  investments,  and  also  the  sales 
thereof  were  made.  And  also  to  report  when  the  said 
pension  fund  became  exhausted,  and  how  much  of  the 
same,  or  the  nett  proceeds  arising  therefrom,  was  paid 
to  persons  other  than  those  for  whose  use  the  said  fund 
was  pledged  hy  the  said  acts,  and  underand  by  virtue 
of  subsequent  acts. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  obtained  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  required 
to  communicate  to  this  house  the  proceedings  of  the 
naval  courts  martial  for  the  trials  of  commandant  Jo- 
seph Smoot,  lieuts.  Joseph  Stallings  and  J.  C.  Sharpe. 

Mr.  Kemble  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  the  following: 

“Also  copies  of  the  general  order  in  the  cases  oflieuts. 
Sharpe  and  Stallings,  exhibiting  the  reasons  for  con- 
firming the  decision  of  the  court  martial  in  the  one  case, 
and  modifying  it  in  the  other.’’ 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanly,  the  bill  to  pay  over 
to  the  states  the  fourth  instalment  under  the  depo- 
site act  was  directed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Turney  said,  as  this  was  Ike  8th  of  January, 
he  would  move  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  the  Sth  of  January  was  a vey 
good  day  to  do  something  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  appeared — 
yeas  19,  nays  163. 

Mr.  Stanly.  I congratulate  the  house  that  the 
days  ol  glorification  are  passed.  I hope  now,  sir, 
we  can  proceed,  and  attend  to  private  claims  de- 
manding our  attention.  Mr.  S.  then  moved  that 
the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  private  bills;  which  was  agreed  to.  And  the 
house  resolved  itself  inlo  committee  of  the  whole 
on  private  bills,  [Mr.  Biiggs  in  the  chair.]  When 
several  private  bills  were  disposed  of,  and  the  bouse, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  adjourned  at  half 
past  3 o’clock. 

Saturday,  Jan.  9.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Souih  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 
to-day  for  tile  first  time  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  by  leave,  introduced  a resolution, 
which,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  he 
modified,  and,  as  modified,  it  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  this  house  a statement  of  the  quantity 
of  public  lands  claimed  to  be  purchased  by  pre-emption 
under  the  several  acts  of  congress  granting  pre-emption 
rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  distinguishing  be- 
tween those  under  act  of  congress  passed  the  22d  June, 
1838,  entitled  “an  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands;”  and,  also,  under  an  act 
supplemental  to  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  on  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1840,  and  of  the  amount  of  money  received 
into  the  treasury  from  the  respective  land  offices  in  the 
several  land  districts  in  which  the  public  lands  are 
situated.  And  that  he  also  inform  the  house  what 
number  of  patents  to  purchasers  of  the  public  lands, 
who  have  duly  and  legally  made  entries  of  the  same, 
and  paid  the  purchase  money  therefor,  are  suspended 
by  reason  of  the  operation  of  the  aforementioned  acts; 
and  upon  what  cause  and  for  what  time  such  patents 
are  to  be  withheld;  and  whether,  in  any  event,  the  U. 
States  arc  made  liable  to  refund  to  the  persons  who  are 
permitted  to  make  such  entries  the  purchase  money 
paid  therefor. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of  five 
millions  of  treasury  notes. 
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Mr.  Granger  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill;  it 
was  read  accordingly,  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Stanly,  from  the  committee  on  expenditures 
on  the  public  buildings,  reported  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  expenditures  on  the 
public  buildings  have  power  to  send  for  persons. 

The  resolution  was  read  anil  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanly,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  neither  the  president  of  the  United 
States  nor  any  other  officer  of  the  general  government 
shall  issue  certificates  or  due  bills,  or  other  evidence  of 
debt  or  contract,  without  authority  of  law. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Mams  on  the  23d  of  December,  was  called  up  by 
the  mover,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  the  names  of  all  the  postmasters 
throughout  the  union  who  have  been  removed  from 
office  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1829,  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  appointed  in  their  places;  underscoring 
the  names  of  all  those  removed  for  official  delinquency 
or  misdemeanor,  and  specifying  the  nature  thereof,  the 
complaint  upon  which  tbe  removal  was  made,  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  such  complaint,  and  whether  the 
officer  removed  was  made  acquainted  with  the  com- 
laint,  confronted  with  his  accuser,  or  allowed  to  be 
eard  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  resolved,  and  insert- 
ing as  follows: 

1.  That  the  power  of  removing  executive  officers  is 
vested  in  the  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  power  was  conferred  to  ena- 
ble the  executive  “to  take  care  that  the  laws  are  faith- 
fully executed,’’  and  cannot  be  exercised  arbitrarily  or 
capriciously,  without  an  abuse  of  power,  tyrannical  in 
its  operation,  corrupting  in  its  tendency,  and  convert- 
inga  remedy  for  un worthiness  and  misconduct  into  a 
terrible  engine  of  executive  power. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  executive  de- 
partment has  increased  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
ought  to  be  restricted  and  diminished,  so  far  as  is  com- 
patible with  a safe  and  faithful  execution  of  the  laws. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  to  examine  into  all  abuses  and  usurpa- 
tions which  may  be  apprehended  to  exist  in  any  of  the 
executive  departments,  in  order  that  they  may  be  cor- 
rected and  prevented,  if  possible,  by  legislation,  and,  in 
flagrant  and  wanton  cases,  exposed  and  punished. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  appointment  and  of 
removal  from  office  vested  in  the  executive  may  be 
greatly  abused,  and  its  exercise  ought  therefore  to  be 
watched  and  strictly  guarded,  so  as,  if  possible,  “to 

revent  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  executive  from 
eing  brought  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  and  purity 
of  elections.” 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  people 
have  a right  to  inquire  into  the  causes  for  which  any 
executive  officer  has  been  removed  or  dismissed  from 
office  by  the  executive. 

7.  Resolved,  That,  in  prosecuting  such  inquiry,  the 
house  of  representatives  has  a right  to  call  for  and 
have  furnished  to  it  all  official  documents,  papers  and 
letters  relating  to  the  removal  of  such  officer  which 
may  be  on  file  among  the  records  of  any  of  the  execu- 
tive departments. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  a bill  imposing  such  re- 
strictions upon  executive  patronage  as  may  be  consis- 
tent with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  compatible 
with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  more 
effectually  to  guard  against  abuse  and  corruption  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  removal  from  and  appointment 
to  office. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  said  that,  from  the  mass  of  bu- 
siness before  the  house,  there  could  be  no  opportu- 
nity of  discussing  these  resolutions  at  this  session; 
he  would  therefore  move  that  they  be  laid  on  ttie 
table. 

Mr.  Jldams  raised  a question  of  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  ir- 
relevant to  tbe  subject  matter  of  his  resolution. 

Ttie  speaker  decided  in  favor  of  the  relevancy  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mams  appealed.  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Jldams  and  Mr.  Hopkins — Mr.  Banks  moved  to 
lay  the  appeal  on  the  table.  And  the  question  was 
put,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: yeas  95,  nays  80. 

The  appeal  being  thus  laid  on  the  table,  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson  that 
the  resolution  and  amendment  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mams  inquired  of  the  chair  what  was  the 
slate  of  the  subject  under  the  decision  of  the  spea- 
ker. The  appeal  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  conse- 
quently the  speaker’s  decision  was  not  affirmed; 
that  the  appeal  was  therefore  still  existing,  and  the 
amendment  could  not  be  considered  as  received. 
Ttie  speaker  stated  that  tbe  appeal  being  an  inde- 
endent  question,  and  laid  on  Ihe  table,  the  spea- 
er’s  decision  must  stand,  in  all  further  action  on  the 
subject,  until  reversed. 


Mr.  Adams  said  he  supposed  he  had  no  remedy. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  S5, 
nays  92. 

Mr.  Hopkins  then  asked  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  his 
resolutions  as  a modification  of  his  proposition;  in 
which  event,  Mr.  H.  pledged  himself  to  vote  for 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Adams  would  be  willing,  he  said,  to  modify 
his  proposition  if  he  could  see  how  it  was  possible. 
His  resolution  asked  for  a set  ol  facts — the  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hop- 
kins) contained  a set  of  principles  to  be  acted  on  by 
the  house. 

The  question  had  not  been  disposed  of,  when,  the 
hour  having  elapsed,  Ihe  speaker  announced  the 
private  orders  of  the  day.  And  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  G.  Davis,  on  behalf  of  his  sick  colleague, 
(Mr.  Sherrod  Williams),  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  inform  this  house  what  six  land  districts 
have  been  discontinued  under  the  act  of  June  12,  1840, 
and  when  they  were  respectively  discontinued.  Also, 
what  salaries  or  other  emoluments  were  paid  the  offi- 
cers of  sucli  districts  between  the  12ih  of  June  afore- 
said, and  the  discontinuance  of  such  districts,  specify- 
ing the  sums  paid  to  each  individual.  And  that  the  se- 
cretary also  report  the  amotmtof  revenue  that  was  paid 
to  each  receiver  of  such  district  between  the  time  of 
their  discontinuance  and  the  said  12th  of  June,  1840. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills,  and  after  disposing  of  several,  and  the 
postponement  of  others,  at  half  past  3 o’clock  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  Jan.  11.  The  journal  of  Saturday  hav- 
ing been  read— the  speaker  announced  the  special 
order  of  the  day  to  be  the  case  of  the  contested 
election  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  between 
Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr.  lngersoll. 

Mr.  Naylor  rose  and  addressed  the  house  in  be- 
half of  his  right  to  the  seat  now  held  by  him;  en- 
tering minutely  into  the  history  of  the  case  and 
into  the  testimony  taken  in  relation  to  it;  and  re- 
plying seriatim  to  the  positions  assumed  by  Mr. 
lngersoll  in  his  argument  of  last  week. 

Mr.  N.  continued  to  speak  (without  concluding) 
until  near  three  o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  to  a 
motion  tor  adjournment;  which,  however,  was 
waived  for  a moment  to  enable 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  on  leave,  to  report  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses for  the  support  of  government  for  the  year 
1341;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  house  adjourned 
till  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  12.  Mr.  Adams  had  leave  to  pre- 
sent a petition  of  Redman  Burke  and  George  Wix, 
complaining  that  they  have  been  discharged  from 
work  on  the  public  buildings  at  Washington;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Green  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  neces- 
sity of  laying  such  duties,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue, 
upon  wines  and  silks,  and  such  other  articles  of  luxury 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  will  meet  the  neces- 
sary expenditures  of  the  government,  and  pay  off  the 
debt  already  incurred  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
and  all  such  other  debts  a3  may  he  owing  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion. It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Pickens  was  proceeding  to  make  some  re- 
marks; when  Mr.  Hubbard  objected  to  Ihe  intro 
duction  of  the  resolution;  and  there  the  matter 
ended. 

Mr.  Campbell,  ot  S.  C.  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a resolution  directing  the  speaker  to  issue  a sub- 
pcena  duces  tecum  to  Samuel  Hart,  clerk  of  the  court 
in  Philadelphia,  to  appear  before  the  house  with  the 
election  returns  of  member  of  congress  lor  the  3d 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1838. 

Many  members  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  returned  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell. 

Mr.  Sergeant  reported  the  senate  bill  further  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  taking  the  sixth  cen- 
sus, with  a small  amendment,  which  was  adopted; 
and  the  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sergear.t  reported  the  bill  from  the  senate 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  abolisli  imprisonment 
for  debt  in  certain  cases,  without  amendment.  Mr. 
S.  explained  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  am!  the  ur- 
gent necessity  that  existed  for  immediate  action 


upon  it.  And  he  asked  that  it  might  now  be  put  on 
its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  words  “or  shall  hereafter  be,”  and  gave  his 
reasons  for  proposing  the  amendment,  contending 
that  the  act  it  as  now  stood,  transferred  to  the  states 
the  power  which,  under  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  belonged  to  congress. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  briefly  by  Messrs. 
Monroe,  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  Fillmore,  Cur- 
tis, Vanderpoel,.  Barnard  and  Pope. 

Mr.  Everett  inquired  if  it  was  intended  that  the 
effect  ot  ttie  bill  should  be  retrospective?  If  that 
was  to  be  the  effect,  he  thought  that  the  bill  itself 
ought  riot  to  pass. 

Mr.  Habersham  objected,  he  said,  to  the  whole 
bill,  as  well  as  to  the  bill  passed  at  the  last  session 
ot  cor.giess;  for  he  believed  the  operation  was  par- 
tial. He  moved,  therefore,  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  the  following 
instructions: 

“To  report  a bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  fordebt 
under  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  all  "cases  except  where  the  judgment  shall 
be  against  an  officer  of  the  United  States  for  a de- 
falcation in  his  office.” 

Mr.  Peck  sustained  briefly  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit. 

Mr.  Sergeant  explained  his  views  in  relation  to 
the  constitutional  points  as  between  the  U.  States 
and  the  several  states,  and  earnestly  opposed  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Briggs  here  rose,  and  reminded  the  house 
that  Mr.  Naylor,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  in 
continuation  of  his  argument,  had  yielded  to  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Sergeant],  under  the  supposition 
that  the  bill  would  be  disposed  of  in  a few  moment; 

When  several  \oices  called  for  the  “previous  ques- 
tion.” 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  he  would  move  the  previous 
question  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Briggs]  would  give  way. 

And  Air.  Briggs  having  yielded  the  floor — Mr. 
Vanderpoel  moved  the  previous  question.  And  there 
was  a second. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  previous  question  would 
cut  off  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  would  bring 
tbe  house  to  a vote,  first  on  the  amendment,  and 
then  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

And  the  house  ordered  that  the  main  question 
should  be  now  put. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were  yeas  31,  nays  110.  So  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

And  the  bill  [having  been  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing at  ttiis  time]  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  three  bills  from  the  senate,  viz: 

To  confirm  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the  land  se- 
lected by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  which  lies  between  the  rnouth  o!  Tippe- 
canoe river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

To  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  any  foreign 
copper,  gold,  silver  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringing  into  the  United  States  or  uttering  any 
connterleit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver  or  other  coin. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

These  bills  were  then  committed  to  tiie  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  again  asked 
leave  to  move  a resolution,  which  was  read  at  the 
clerk’s  table,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  this  house  be  requested 
to  issue  a subpama  duces  tecum  to  Samuel  Hart,  esq. 
prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  directing  the  said  Samuel, 
Hart,  esq.  to  appear  personally  or  by  deputy  before  this 
house  at  1 o’clock  P.  M.  on  Friday,  the  15th  instant, 
wi'h  the  election  returns  and  other  papers  on  file  in 
his  office  relating  to  the  congressional  election  in  the 
third  congressional  district  of  the  stale  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1833,  there  tn  be  examined  in  evidence  in  the  case 
of  the  contested  election  now  pending  between  C.  J. 
lngersoll  and  Charles  Naylor,  from  the  said  congres- 
sional district. 

Several  members  objected. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  moved  a suspension  of  Ihe 
rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  resolution,  and 
the  question  was  put  and  decided  in  the  negative 
without  a division. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case 
of  the  contested  election  from  the  third  congres- 
sional district  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  between 
Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr.  lngersoll. 

Air.  Naylor  resumed  his  argument  from  yester- 
day in  support  of  his  right  to  the  seat  now  held 
by  him;  and  before  he  had  concluded,  the  house 
adjourned. 
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Abolition  politics.  The  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce  gives  the  following  as  the  amount  of  the 
votes  polled  for  Messrs.  Bimey  and  Earle,  the  aboli- 
tion  candidates  for  president  and  vice  president,  out  of 


States. 

Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey, 
Ohio, 
Michigan, 
New  York, 
Maine, 

Massachusetts, 


Abolition 

States. 

votes. 

343 

Illinois, 

69 

Vermont, 

952 

Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island, 

294 

2,799 

194 

1,618 

Abolition. 

votes. 

87 

319 

174 

42 

6,891 


The  banks  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  it  is  an- 
nounced have  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  resume 
specie  payments  until  they  ascertain  that  those  of  Vir- 
ginia at  least,  if  not  other  southern  stales  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  resume  also.  The  annual  exhibit  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  banks  of  the  city  on  the  1st  January,  made 
under  oath  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  has  been  pub- 
lished. 


Bank  of  Virsinia.  The  legislative  examination  into 
the  affairs  of  this  bank,  and  the  causes  which  have 
operated  to  produce  the  late  severe  losses  of  the  bank, 
has  not  had  the  effect  of  impairing  the  confidence  of 
the  stockholders  in  the  present  board  of  directors  of  the 
institution-  The  old  board  of  directors  were  re-elect- 
ed— Dr.  Brockenborough  (the  president)  by  a majority 
of  more  than  two  to  one. 

Boston  commerce.  In  1840,  the  arrival  from  foreign 
ports  amounted  to  1,623  vessels— being  an  increase  of 
76  over  those  of  1839.  Cleared  1,362  vessels,  being  27 
less  than  in  1S39. 

Buenos  Ayres  and  France.  The  brig  Cervantes  of 
New  York,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  brings  the  important  in- 
formation that  the  Oriental  brig  Indo  had  arrived  there 
■with  intelligence  that  a treaty  has  been  concluded  be- 
tween the  French  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  that  the 
blockade,  which  has  been  continued  for  three  years, 
was  raised  on  the  31st  October. 

The  Catholic  church  in  the  U.  States.  It  is  stat- 
ed in  the  Catholic  Almanac  for  1841,  ju-t  published  in 
this  city  by  Fielding  Lucas,  jr.  that  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation of  the  United  Slates  is  estimated  at  1,300,000. 
The  number  of  clergymen  in  the  ministry  is  436,  other- 
wise employed,  109 — total  545.  The  numberof churches 
and  chapels  is  512;  churches  building,  27;  other  stations, 
394.  There  are  17  ecclesiastical  institutions,  with  144 
clerical  students.  The  female  religious  institutions 
number  31,  and  the  female  academies  49.  There  are 
in  the  female  academies  2,782  pupils.  The  literary 
institutions  for  young  men  number  24,  and  the  young 
men  in  them  1,593.  The  number  of  Catholic  bishops 
in  the  U.  States  is  17.  During  1840,  the  accesssions 
to  the  priestly  office  have  been  85.  The  archdiocess  of 
Baltimore,  which  comprises  the  state  of  Maryland  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  has  63  churces  and  chaples, 
2 churches  building,  and  lOothcr  stations.  The  num- 
ber of  clergymen  in  the  ministry  is  38,  and  the  number 
otherwise  employed,  31.  There  are  633  young  men  in 
the  colleges  of  this  see,  and  530  pupils  in  the  female 
academies. 

“The  Caroline  affair.”  A public  meeting  was 
held  at  Buffalo  on  the  29th  ult.  to  “commemorate  and 
act  upon  the  means  of  redress  for  the  outrage  of  the 
burning  of  the  American  steamer  Caroline,  on  the 
eve  of  the  29:h  day  of  December,  1837  ” Among  the 
resolutions  adopted  was  one  to  commemorate  the  29th 
of  December  “annually  henceforth,  as  a gross  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  neutrality  existing  between  the 
American  government  and  Great  Britain,  until  the 
blood  of  the  murdetcd  Durfee  and  his  fellow  citizens 
be  atoned  for.’’ 

Delaware  U.  S.  senator.  The  legislature  have 
elected  the  hon.  Thomas  Clayton  and  Richard  B. 
Bayard  to  represent  the  state  in  the  U.  S.  senate — both 
wbigs. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  8a9;  on  France 
5f.  17;  on  Boston  ja;on  Philadelphia  a|;  on  Baltimore 
2;  on  Washington  lalj;  Richmond,  Norfolk,  &c.  2; 
Raleigh,  Wilmington,  "&e.  3;  Charleston  14:  Augusta 
63;  Macon  12j;  Columbus  5;  Savannah  44;  Mobile  6j; 
interior  of  Alabama  74;  New  Orleans  2j;  St.  Louis, 
Louisville,  Cincinnati  5|;  Nashville  8. 


Flour.  Liverpool,  Dec.  8.  United  States  and  Ca- 
nadian Hour  were  Is.  per  qr.  dearer;  34s.  6d.  to  35s.  per 
bbl.  paid  for  prime  sweet  parcels  of  the  former. 

Liverpool,  Dec.  18.  The  duty  on  foreign  wheat  is 
advanced  to  25s.  8d.  per  qr.  on  flour  to  16s.  6gd.  per 


barrel. 

At  New  York,  Gennese  flour  commands  $4  94. 

At  Baltimore,  the  receipt  price  $4  25;  selling  price 
$4  44  to  $4  50;  city  mills  $4 


Freshets.  Loss  of  lives  and  properly.  The  country 
at  the  time  being  covered  with  about  IS  inches  of  snow, 
a heavy  rain  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
inst.  and  continued  for  nearly  forty-eight  hours.  The 
consequence  has  been  most  disastrous.  Property  and 
improvements  to  the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
value  have  been  swept  off  in  the  flood,  and  many  lives 
have  been  lost.  The  destruction  of  bridges  and  roads 
interrupt  the  mails  in  all  directions.  Enough  of  mail 

~ * Which  includes  all  the  scatering. 


bags  to  fill  a small  warehouse  have  accumulated  at  the 
Susquehanna,  where  the  ice  prevents  the  boat  from 
crossing.  Passengers  pass  upon  the  ice  at  great  risk. 
The  rail  roads  in  Maryland  have  stood  the  freshet 
well.  We  have  heard  of  but  little  injury  yet. 

At  Georgetown,  in  the  District,  the  breaking  up  of 
the  ice  in  Rock  creek  carried  away  the  lower  bridge, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 

The  Delaware  and  Lehigh  rose  to  about  thirty-five 
feet  above  low  water  mark,  and  the  destruction  there- 
by occasioned  is  terrible  indeed.  Dwelling  houses, 
barns,  stables,  canal  boats,  store  houses  &c.  &c.  have 
been  floated  off  and  destroyed,  and  some  lives  lost. 

It  is  feared  that  the  aqueducts  and  culverts  are  all 
gone. 

All  the  dams  on  the  Lehigh  river,  above  Mauch 
Chunk,  have  been  swept  away,  and  all  the  boating 
fixtures  of  the  company  at  that  place  have  been  de- 
stroyed. Several  lives  were  lost.  The  Lehigh  Crane 
iron  works  were  inundated,  and  the  Lehighton  bridge 
has  been  carried  away.  The  furnace  at  South  Easton 
was  inundated  while  in  blast,  and  the  sudden  evolu- 
tion of  gas  and  steam  burst  the  stalk  and  scattered  the 
fragments  about. 

Numbers  of  bridges,  dams,  mills  and  houses  have 
been  swept  away  on  the  Potomac,  Susquehanna,  De- 
laware, Schuylkill,  Lehigh,  Passaic,  Hackensack,  Hud- 
son, Connecticut  and  ail  their  principal  tributaries. — 
The  damage  to  the  Croton  water  works  is  estimated  at 
$1S0,000. 

On  the  North  river,  King’s  bridge  is  gone  and  so 
many  other  bridges  that  the  mail  cannot  be  forwarded 
by  land,  it  is  sent  by  steamboat. 

The  water  works  of  New  York  have  suffered  se- 
verely, about  one  half  of  the  Croton  dam  was  carried 
away  and  that  the  several  mills  below  the  dam  have 
been  also  carried  away,  as  has  been  the  bridge  cross- 
ing the  river  above  the  dam  erected  by  the  water  com- 
missioners. The  three  bridges  below  the  dam,  one  of 
which  is  crossed  by  the  New  York  and  Albany  post 
road,  are  destroyed.  Several  dwelling  houses,  both 
below  and  above  the  dam  have  been  carried  away, 
and  three  lives  have  been  lost.  The  flood  came  so  ra- 
pidly, and  in  the  night,  that  persons  escaped  from  their 
dwellings  in  their  night  clothes,  and  got  into  trees  for 
security. 

From  Albany  we  have  advices  to  Friday  even- 
ing at  8 o’clock.  South  Market  street  was  impassable 
for  foot  passengers,  and  all  communication  was  car- 
ried on  by  boats. 

Catskill.  The  damage  at  this  place  and  vicinity  is 
extensive. 

Saugerlies.  The  losses  at  this  place  are  estimated 
at  $100,090. 

The  Connecticut  river  rose  at  Hartford  within  ten 
inches  of  the  heigh th  it  was  at  in  the  memorable  freshet 
of  1801.  Nearly  all  Front  street  was  covered  with  wa- 
ter, and  in  State  street  the  water  came  up  to  the  second 
building  east  of  Front.  It  will  be  some  days  before  the 
stores  can  be  reoccupied.  Numbers  of  families  were 
driven  from  their  homes — and  others  into  their  upper 
stories.  Numbers  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  were  de- 
stroyed. 

Several  bridges  across  the  Farmington  and  other 
rivers  were  carried  away. 

This  freshet  is  two  or  three  feet  higher  than  that  of 
January,  1839,  and  much  higher  than  that  of  any  other 
year  since  1801. 

The  packet  ship  Garrick,  capt.  Palmer.  The  pas- 
sengers and  crew  are  all  landed  safe,  but  the  ship  went 
ashore  on  the  north  end  of  Woodlands,  Jersey  shore, 
20  miles  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  night  of  the  6th  inst. 
and  is  a complete  wreck — every  sea  breaking  over  her. 
She  lies  within  her  length  of  the  shore,  and  they  are 
landing  her  cargo  upon  timbers,  much  damaged  of 
course.  The  cargo  was  estimated  to  be  worth  400,000 
dollars — though  she  was  not  more  than  one-third 
loaded,  freight  list  £1. 300.  The  ship  itself  was  ensur- 
ed to  the  amount  of  $30,000  in  the  N.  York,  Ocean, 
Jackson  and  American  offices. 

The  ship  Grace  Brown,  capt.  Duff,  of  and  for  Balti- 
more, with  a valuable  cargo  left  Liverpool  on  the  12th 
Nov.  and  on  the  night  of  the  6th  Jan.  run  aground  on  the 
S.  E.  point  of  the  middle  ground,  thereby  unshipping 
the  mizzen  mast  and  causing  her  to  leak  badly.  The 
captain  and  all  on  board  left  her,  after  anchoring,  and 
proceeded  to  seek  safety  and  succor.  With  the  latter 
the  captain  was  returning  when  he  discovered  the  ship 
under  way  for  Norfolk,  in  possession  of  sundry  pilots, 
who  had  meantime  taken  possession,  and  refused  to 
deliver  her  up.  She  is  now  at  Norfolk. 

Sjr  John  IIakyey  is  a passenger  in  the  Caledonia 
for  Liverpool,  having  been  ordered  to  a command  in  or 
near  Syria,  supposed  to  be  the  island  of  Cypruss, 
which  John  Bull  has  taken  of  the  sublime  porle,  as 
collateral  security  for  moneys  loaned  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  Mahomed  Ali.  pacha. 

The  removal  of  this  officer  from  authority  in  our 
vicinity,  is  considered  unfavorable  to  harmony  be- 
tween the  British  and  this  country-  The  N.  York 
Commercial  says,  to  him  more  than  any  man,  is  to  be 
attributed  the  fact  that  we  are  now  at  peace. 

The  Boston  Atlas  says:  Lord  Syaenham  appears 
determined  to  remove,  in  a quiet  way  that  will  cause 
no  inconvenient  results  to  the  government,  all  the  to- 
ries  in  command  in  the  British  provinces  in  America. 
Not  long  since  we  announced  the  appointment  of  sir 
Colin  Campbell  to  the  command  of  Ceylon,  as  a quiet 
way  to  remove  him  front  the  government  of  Nova 


Scotia.  Sir  John  Harvey  is  now,  it  appears,  to  be  disj 
posed  of  in  a’similar  manner.  The  London  Globe 
announces  that  major  general  sir  Thomas  Pearson, 
now  in  command  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  is  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  Brunswick  in  the  room  of  major  general 
sir  John  Harvey,  ordered  to  India. 

The  Commercial  says:  It  appears  that  sir  John  Har- 
vey, the  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  is  ordered  to 
Syria,  instead  of  India.  We  are  sorry  be  is  ordered 
any  where.  For  w hile  he  has  faithfully  discharged 
his  duty  to  his  own  sovereign,  he  has  manifested  a 
nobleness  of  feeling  worthy  of  an  Englishman,  and 
which  has  not  failed  to  be  appreciated  by  the  descen- 
dants of  Englishmen.  His  intercourse  with  general 
Scott,  at  a time  when  the  boundary  question  seemed 
on  the  eve  of  breaking  out  into  open  war,  will  furnish 
a brighter  page  in  his  history,  than  if  he  had  achieved 
the  bloody  triumphs  of  Caesar  or  Napoleon.  Brighter, 
at  any  rate,  when  men  come  to  look  at  things  in  their 
true  light. 

Later.  The  last  mail  brings  us  papers  which  state 
that  sir  John  Harvey  has  received  no  official  intimation 
of  any  appointment  such  as  intimated  above. 

Loans.  From  the  year  1822  to  1836,  the  foreign 
loans  taken  in  London,  amounted  to  £57,000,000 — or, 
$233  000,000.  No  United  States’  loans  were  included 
in  the  above. 

Mail  robberies.  Extensive  robberies,  including 
packages  of  letters  from  Wheeling,  Columbus,  Cin- 
cinnati, Louisville,  Nashville  and  St.  Louis,  about  six 
packages  from  each,  have  been  discovered,  the  perpe- 
trators were  finally  detected  and  secured  by  officers 
Plitt  and  Kennedy,  employed  by  the  department.  A 
driver  named  Corman  was  first  secured,  who  confessed 
and  implicated  a Dr.  Braddee,  his  clerk  named  Pur- 
nell, and  an  accomplice  named  Trayer,  all  residence 
of  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania. 

Large  amounts  of  money,  trunks  and  carpet  bags 
stolen  from  travellers,  have  been  discovered,  and  part 
of  the  money  has  been  identified  as  having  been  taken 
from  the  mail.  This  system  of  depredation  has  been 
carried  on  from  the  13th  November  until  the  ISth  De- 
cember, at  different  periods. 

Massachusetts  U.  S.  senator.  The  whigs  of  the 
legislature  held  a meeting  to  agree  upon  a candidate 
for  senator  in  place  of  the  honorable  John  Davis  re- 
signed— number  present  210,  necessary  to  a choice 
106.  On  the  first  ballot  Isaac  C.  Bates,  of  Northamp- 
ton, had  101,  Levi  Lincoln  52,  Win.  Baylies  28,  S. 
Hoan  16,  Caleb  Cushing  8,  J.  Q.  Adams  5 On  the 
second  ballot,  Isaac  C.  Bates  147,  Levi  Lincoln  49, 
scattering  9.  Mr.  Bates  will  no  doubt  be  the  senator. 

Northeast  boundary  difficulties.  The  Boston  He- 
rald states,  on  the  authority  of  a gentleman  who  arrived 
in  that  city  late  last  evening,  from  Maine,  that  three  gen- 
tlemen, whose  names  are  given  us,  Thomas  F.  Tem- 
pleton, George  Cady  and  John  H.  Kenwick,  while  pro- 
ceeding on  their  way  from  Bangor  to  Canada,  were 
stopped  near  Madawaska  by  a party  of  British  armed 
soldiers,  wffio  insulted  them  and  without  provocation 
assaulted  them.  Mr.  Cady  was  knocked  down  with 
a blow  from  a musket;  Mr.  Templeton  received  a bay- 
onet wound  in  the  shoulder,  and  Mr.  Kenwick,  trying 
to  escape,  received  a bullet  in  his  thigh.  An  officer  then 
came  up  and  checked  further  hostilities. 

If  this  statement  is  correct,  the  occurrences  will  not 
tend  to  allay  the  excitement  on  the  subject  of  the  north- 
east boundary. 

Pork  market.  At  Cincinnati  about  100.000  hogs 
had  been  cut  up,  to  the  8th  inst.  prices  range  from 
$3  73  to  4 12;  lard, 6§. 

Stocks.  United  Stales  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  atN- 
York  50  to  51  j;  at  Philadelphia  50. 

Slavers.  The  examination  before  our  district  court 
has  resulted  in  putting  capt.  Frye  and  Mr.  Burnham, 
the  mate  of  the  brig  Tigris,  under  bonds  of  $3,000  and 
$2,000,  to  answer  the  charge  of  seizing  a native  of 
Africa,  on  the  coast  with  intent  of  making  him  a slave. 
Judge  Davis  deeming  the  charge  sufficiently  establish- 
ed to  warrant  a trial  by  the  circuit  court  which  sits  in 
May  next.  [ Boston  paper. 

The  sergeant  at  arms,  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, judge  Haight,  formerly  of  Vermont,  died  at 
Washington  on  the  the  13th  instant.  The  senate  voted 
$500  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  removal  to  Vermont 
and  interment  of  his  remains. 

Wheat  market.  Liverpool,  Dec.  8.  On  Saturday, 
at  Manchester,  good  runs  of  Baltic  red  wheat  w-ere 
bought  at  8s.  9d.  to  Ss.  10<J .;  American  at  8s.  9d.  to 
9s.;  and  some  tolerably  fair  Dantzig  at.  8s.  9d.  per  70 
lbs.  Irish  new  wheat  has  experienced  a similar  decline, 
but  the  value  of  English  new,  of  which  the  quantity 
offering  is  still  small,  has  not  receded  in  like  proportion; 
best  runs  of  white  being  still  worth  9s.  4d.  to  9s.  8d. 
Sweet  parcels  of  American  flour  are  becoming  much 
less  plentiful,  and  meet  a fair  inquiry  at  full  rates;  choice 
brands  of  United  States  34s.  6J.;  Canadian  33s.  to  3 Is. 
per  barrel . 

There  was  a firmer  tone  in  the  wheat  trade  general- 
ly to-day,  and  a fair  amount  of  business  was  transact- 
ed, principally  in  free  foreign,  at  the  full  prices  of  last 
Tuesday. 

The  Messrs.  Weights,  bankers  of  London,  who 
lately  failed,  it  is  now  stated  will  pay  twenty  shillings  in 
the  pound.  Louis  Phillippe  of  France  it  is  said  had 
considerable  funds  in  their  hands. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  packet  ship  Patrick  Henry,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Friday,  bringing  Liverpool  dates  to  the 
25th  December. 

Her  majesty  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
infant  princes?  are  both  well,  at  Windsor. 

The  terms  of  the  convention  entered  into  between 
Mehemet  Ali  and  captain  Napier  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  members  of  the  conference  in  London. 

Spain  and  Portugal  are  quarrelling  and  about  (o 
engage  in  hostilities  concerning  the  navigation  of 
Duoro.  The  intervention  of  Great  Britain  would, 
it  was  thought,  prevent  any  collision. 

The  latest  Paris  official  papers  contradict  an  as- 
sertion w hich  appeared  in  the  opposition  journals, 
alleging  that  M.  Guizot  had  determined  to  discon- 
tinue the  fortification  of  Paris.  The  ministerial  or- 
gan says  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  plan,  as  already 
traced  out,  is  to  be  carried  into  execution,  unless 
the  chamber  of  deputies  should  think  proper  to  in- 
terfere by  refusing  the  supplies. 

The  official  papers  also  give  an  explanation  rela- 
tive to  the  intelligence  received  from  Constantino- 
ple, by  which  we  were  informed  that  the  porte  had 
a second  time  resolved  on  the  deposition  of  Mehemet 
Ali. 

Her  majesty’s  ship  Fairy,  rantain  Hewitt,  while 
exploring  the  eastern  coast  of  England,  went  down 
in  a squall  of  wind,  and  every  soul  oil  board  perish- 
ed. There  were  thirty- five  persons  on  board  at 
the  time.  The  Fairy  is  the  eighth  brig  that  has 
turned  over  and  gone  down — cause,  faulty  build  or 
construction. 

The  letters  of  the  Manchester  bank,  by  one  mail, 
enclosing  drafts  to  the  probable  amount  of  £ 10,000 
were  recently  demanded  and  received  at  the  post 
office  by  an  adroit  rogue.  Payment  of  nearly  all 
the  drafts  was  promptly  stopped  by  notices  and  mes- 
sengers. 

The  coal  mines  at  Ridgley  Field,  near  Bolton, 
were  suddenly  overflowed  on  the  10'h.  Of  30  per- 
sons, all  but  three  escaped  almost  miraculously. 

It  appears  that  there  have  been  rumors  that  the 
East  India  company  were  to  bear  the  expenses  of 
file  Chinese  expedition.  The  governor  of  the  com- 
pany states,  however,  that  assurances  had  been 
received  from  government,  that  it  would  not  he  re- 
quired. 

The  prince  Louis  Napoleon  has  forwarded  to  some 
of  his  friends  in  Paris  a singular  document — an  in- 
vocation to  the  name  of  Napoleon.  We  subjoin  a 
sample: 

You  have  again  beheld  Frenchmen  whom  you 
loved  so  well;  you  have  returned  to  that  Fiance 
which  you  rendered  so  illustrious;  but  foreigners 
have  there  left  traces  of  their  tootsteps,  which  this 
pompous  display  alone  can  never  efface. 

You  behold  that  young  army,  the  children  of  your 
brave  warriors;  they  worship  you  as  the  god  of  their 
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glory,  but  the  word  of  command  to  them  is — be 
still. 

Sire,  the  people  that  inhabit  our  beautiful  country 
are  still  men  of  the  same  stamp,  but  for  those  whom 
you  made  so  great,  for  those  whom  you  found  so 
little,  have  no  regrets. 

They  have  renounced  your  faith,  your  ideas,  your 
glory,  your  very  blood.  When  I addressed  them  in 
hehalfof  your  cause,  they  replied — “we  understand 
you  not.” 

Heed  not  what  they  say,  nor  what  they  do;  the 
grains  of  sand  o’er  which  the  wheels  of  the  chariot 
roll  affect  it  not.  These  men  may  say  you  were  a 
meteor  that  left  no  traces  behind,  but  they  vainly 
attempted  to  deny  your  glory.  They  can  never  dis- 
inherit it. 

Sire,  the  fifteenth  of  December  is  a great  day  for 
Fiance  and  for  me.  From  the  midst  of  the  pomp- 
ous procession  you  have  turned  to  ray  dismal  abode, 
and  calling  to  mind  the  caresses  you  heaped  upon 
me  in  infancy,  you  have  thus  said — “friend  thou 
sufferest  for  my  sake;  thy  conduct  I approve.” 

The  Jews.  There  seems  to  be  a movement  among 
the  continental  Jews  in  relation  to  the  late  events 
in  the  east.  The  following  is  the  concluding  para- 
graph of  an  address  to  the  Jews,  published  in  Her 
Orient.,  a German  newspaper: 

“People  of  Jehovah,  raise  yourselves  from  your 
thousand  years’  slumbers!  Rally  round  leaders! 
have  really  the  will,  a Moses  will  not  he  wanting. 
The  rights  of  nations  will  never  grow  old;  take  pos- 
session of  the  land  of  your  fathers;  build  a third  time 
the  temple  of  Zion,  greater  and  more  magnificent 
than  ever.  Trust  in  the  Lord,  who  has  led  you 
safely  through  the  vale  of  misery  thousands  of  years. 
He  also  will  not  forsake  you  in  your  last  conflict.” 

The  abolitionists  have  been  throwing  themselves 
into  paroxysms  of  excitement  about  the  recognition 
of  Texas  by  the  British  government,  and  tile  com- 
mittee of  the  anti-slavery  society  have  transmitted 
to  lord  Palmerston  their  resolutions  on  the  subject. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Alexander  H. 
Tyler,  of  Maryland,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  port  of  Bahia,  St.  Salvador,  in  Brazil,  in  tile 
place  ot  Woodbridge  Odlin,  deceased. 

William  H.  Ward,  ol  Kentucky,  to  be  solicitor  of 
the  general  land  office  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the 
place  of  Samuel  McRoberts,  resigned. 

Oscar  F.  Bledsoe,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  attorney 
of  the  United  States  tor  the  northern  district  of 
Mississippi,  in  the  place  of  Samuel  F.  Butterworth, 
resigned. 

Burrington  Anthony,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island. 

Thomas  D.Condy,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina. 

Fidelio  S.  Hunt,  to  be  marshal  ol  the  U.  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Mississippi,  in  place  of 
Wm.  M.  Gwin,  resigned. 

Conrad  Pen  Eyck,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
Sta’es  lor  the  district  of  Michigan. 

James  Miller,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Salem,  Mass,  reappointed  from  January  3,  1841. 

Samuel  Simons,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Fairfield,  Conn,  reappointed  from  January  8,  1841. 

Richard  Sands,  to  he  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Annapolis,  Md.  reappointed  from  January  8,  1841. 

Wm.  Frick,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Baltimore,  Md.  reappointed  from  January  9,  1S41. 

Edwin  J.  Kelso,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Presque  Isle,  Pa.  reappointed  from  January  9,  1841. 

Samuel  S.  Allen,  to  he  collector  of  the  customs 
at  Bristol  and  Warien,  R.  I reappointed  from  Ja- 
nuary 9,  1341. 

Sylvester  Brown,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs 
at  Ocracocke,  N.  C.  reappointed  from  January  10, 

1841. 

Abraham  Wendall,  lo  be  collector  of  the  customs 
at  Michilimackinac,  Mi.  reappointed  February  9, 
1841. 

Joseph  Aborn,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  revenue  at 
Pawtucket,  R.  I,  reappointed  from  January  4,  1841. 

Charles  B.  Lenes,  lo  be  surveyor  of  the  customs 
at  Bayou  St.  John,  La.  reappointed  from  January 

8,  1841. 

Isaac  Burdick,  to  be  naval  officer  at  Newport,  R. 
1.  reappointed  from  December  28,  1840. 


| Treaty  with  Hanover.  The  Hanover  Ga- 
zette of  December  14,  announces  the  conclusion  of 
a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  Hano- 
ver and  the  United  States. 

trade  and  commerce. 

Tobacco  and  breadstuffs.  At  a meeting  of  the  to- 
bacco planters  of  Dinwiddie  county,  Va.  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed. 

“That,  while  in  a spirit  of  peace  we  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  odious  and  monopolizing  corn  laws  of 
England,  we  utterly  repudiate,  as  revolting  to  our 
sense  of  justice,  the  idea  of  a longer  submission  to 
the  enormous  and  oppressive  duties  now  imposed 
upon  our  tobacco.” 

The  Pittsburg  Advocate  respecting  the  above  re- 
solution says: 

It  strikes  us  that  this  is  as  good  an  exemplifica- 
tion of  southern  feeling  for  northern  interests  as  can 
any  where  be  met  with.  Our  very  chivalrous  neigh- 
bors are  willing  to  submit  to  the  breadstuff's  of  the 
north  being  excluded  from  Great  Britain,  but  they 
utterly  repudiate  the  idea  of  a longer  submission  to 
the  enormous  duty  now  imposed  on  tobacco; — “the 
most  valued  staple,”  to  use  their  own  language,  “of 
nearly  two  millions  of  American  freemen.”  It  ne- 
ver entered  into  the  calculations  of  these  patriots  to 
consider  of  how  many  millions  of  freemen  bread 
stuff's  forms  the  “most  valued  staple,”  or  how  their 
interests  are  affected  by  “those  odious  and  monopo- 
lizing laws  of  England,”  to  which  they  appear  wil- 
ling to  submit,  provided  they  can  obtain  a reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  tobacco.  There  is  something 
extremely  rediculous  in  this  gasconading  about  to- 
bacco, by  men  who  are  willing  to  see  the  whole 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests  of  the 
north  sacrificed  to  the  “odious  and  monopolizing 
laws  of  England.”  We  care  not  how  soon  the 
countervailing  duties  which  the  tobacco  planters 
desire  are  imposed,  but  in  the  name  of  all  that  is 
just  and  reasonable,  we  must  protest  against  the 
“most  valued  staple”  of  the  north  being  excluded 
from  (he  benefits  of  any  new  modification  of  our 
tariff. 

The  lake  trade.  The  following  statement  publish- 
ed in  the  Buffalo  Advertiser,  will  furnish  some  idea 
of  the  present  extent  and  future  importance  of  the 
trade  of  Lake  Erie. 


Statement  of  the  principal  articles  of  produce  re- 
ported at  Buffalo,  during  the  season  of  1840. 


Months. 

Flour. 

Wheat. 

Arrivals. 

April  ( 10  days) 

33,551 

52,300 

62 

May 

123,064 

140,153 

272 

June 

90,142 

121,109 

274 

July 

60,891 

104,505 

228 

August 

50,612 

155,331 

208 

September 

62,718 

224,181 

223 

October 

91,295 

116,009 

218 

November 

80,469 

90,973 

254 

597,742 

1,004,561 

1,734 

Butter.  Whiskey. 

Fish.  Furs.  Hides. 

Staves. 

Kegs..  Bbls. 

Bbls.  Packs.  No. 

No. 

11,426  4,615 

5,936  3,033  9,348 

2,594,232 

To  this  must  be  added  578,327  bushels  of  wheat 
entered  at  Black  Rock  Dam,  making  the  aggregate 
of  wheat  received  at  both  ports  1,582,888  bushels. 
To  which  must  also  be  added  the  597,742  bbls.  of 
flour  received,  which  if  reduced  to  its  equivalent  in 
grain  at  five  bushels  to  the  barrel,  we  have  an  ag- 
gregate of  wheat  received  at  the  two  places,  of  four 
millions  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  ninety-eight  bushels. 

Collector’s  seizures.  Some  time  since  we  stated 
that  a large  quantity  of  English  goods  had  been 
seized  by  the  collector  at  Cincinnati  from  a Mr. 
Hall  a merchant  of  that  place.  The  case  was  tried 
before  judge  McLean,  at  the  circuit  court  at  Co- 
lumbus, and  (lie  jury  rendered  a verdict  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Hall  against  the  collector  for  nearly  $16,000. 

Those  troops.  A*t  last  we  have  information 
(hat  can  he  relied  on,  touching  the  movement  of 
troops  in,  or  on,  or  about  the  disputed  territory. 
The  following  letter  from  sir  John  Harvey  to  the 
governor  of  Maine  was  communicated  to  the  senate 
of  that  state  on  Thursday  last. 

[ A.  For/c  Com.  Mver. 

Government  house , Frederickton,  N.  B.  Dec.  10, 1840. 

Sir:  As  your  excellency  will  doubtless  be  in- 
formed that  a detatchment  of  her  majesty’s  troops 
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has  lately  arrived  in  the  JVladawaska  settlement,  I 
deem  it  to  consist  with  that  frankness  'ey  which  I 
trust  my  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  Maine 
has  always  been  characterized,  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  movement  in  question,  made  by  order  ot  the  go- 
vernor general  of  tiiese  provinces,  has  no  other  ob- 
ject than  to  give  support  to  the  civil  authorities  of 
that  settlement — one  of  whose  magistrates,  Francis 
Rice,  esq.  has  been  grossly  insulted,  threatened 
with  personal  violence,  and  obstructed  in  ttie  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  by  persons  professing  them- 
selves to  be  citizens  of  the  state  of  Maine;  and 
another  Jas.  McLaughlin,  esq.  also  a magistrate  of 
this  province,  and  holding  the  office  of  "warden  of 
the  disputed  territory,”  Iras  been  threatened  by  the 
person  in  charge  of  the  armed  posse  stationed  at 
"Fish  River,”  with  being  arrested  and  sent  as  a 
prisoner  to  Augusta  in  the  event  of  his  persevering 
in  the  performance  ol  the  dirties  imposed  upon  him 
by  the  government  of  the  queen,  and  that  of  this 
province. 

Whether  the  assertion  madfe,  as  I am  assured,  by 
this  person,  that,  in  holding  this  language,  he  is 
only  acting  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  be 
correct  or  otherwise,  your  excellenc3'  will  best 
know;  but  refusing,  as  1 have  done,  to  believe  that 
he  can  have  received  any  authority  for  a proceed- 
ing which  I must  regard  as  inconsistent  with  ex- 
isting engagements,  I have,  not  hesitated  in  ex- 
pressing to  the  governor  gener  al  my  conviction  that 
an  armed  civil  posse,  corresponding  in  amount  and 
description  with  that  maintained  by  Maine,  will  be 
found  quite  adequate  to  effect  tile  object  in  view, 
viz:  the  prevention  of  acts  of  unauthorised  aggres- 
sion or  interference,  as  regards  the  inhabitants  or 
authorities  of  the  JVladawaska  settlement;  and  1 
have  accordingly  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  acting 
upon  this  suggestion,  his  excellency  will  forthwith 
give  direction  tor  the  troops  to  be  withdrawn  to 
their  former  stations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
your  excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Harvey. 

His  excellency  the  gov.  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

General  Gaines’  system  of  defence.  He 
proposes,  the  immediate  construction  of  seven  rail 
roads,  to  extend  from  the  two  central  states  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky,  to  seven  grand  divisions  of 
the  national  frontier.  The  locations  of  these  rail 
roads,  as  set  forth  in  his  memorial  to  congress,  are 
as  follows:  1st,  One  from  Lexington,  Ky.  to  Buffalo 
or  Piattsburg,  N.  Y.  witli  branches  to  Detroit,  Al- 
bany and  Boston.  2d,  One  from  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
to  Norfolk,  Va.  or  Baltimore,  Md.  wilh  brandies  to 
Richmond,  Va.  and  Newbern,  N.  C.  3rd,  One  from 
Memphis,  Term,  to  Charleston,  S.  O.  or  Savannah, 
Geo.  with  branches  to  Milledgeville,  Geo.  and  East 
Florida.  4th,  One  from  Louisville,  Ky.  to  Mobile, 
Ala.  with  a branch  to  Pensacola,  Florida.  5th, 
One  from  Lexington,  Ky.  via  Nashville  to  New 
Orleans.  6th,  One  from  Memphis,  Tenn.  to  the 
Sabine  Ridge,  with  branches  to  Fort  Towson  and 
Fort  Gibson,  Ark.  7th,  One  from  Louisville,  Ky. 
or  Albany,  In.  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  and  thence  to  the 
Missouri  river,  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Platte, 
with  branches  from  Albany,  In.  to  Chicago,  and 
f rom  the  northwest  angle  of  lire  state  of  Missouri  to 
the  upper  crossing  of  the  river  Des  Moines.  These 
seven  principal  rail  roads,  will  each  be  from  500  lo 
700  miles  in  length,  making  altogether  a distance 
of  4,200  miles.  The  average  cost  of  their  construc- 
tion, general  Gaines  thinks,  would  be  about-$15,000 
per  mile,  or  for  the  complete  tines  $64,000, 000— 
provided,  he  says,  they  are  located  and  constructed 
by  the  army,  of  the  United  States. 

THE  ARMY. 

Florida.  An  arrival  at  Charleston  from  Florida, 
brings  St.  Augustine  papers  of  the  8th  inst.  Col. 
Harvey  in  his  late  expedition  had  succeeded  in  dis- 
covering the  several  islands  which  have  afforded  a 
secure  retreat  to  the  savages;  and  the  Augustine 
News  says,  “the  charm  of  the  Indian’s  security  is 
broken  up,  and  bis  strong  bolds,  upon  which  be  re- 
lied for  safety,  are  open  to  enterprize  and  cou- 
rage.” 

We  understand  this  to  allude  to  the  expedition, 
the  result  of  which  we  gave  in  the  last  Register’ 
and  of  vvhich  we  have  additional  particulars. 

Chakika  was  killed  by  the  indomitable  persever- 
ance and  courage  of  private  Hall,  of  the  2d  dra- 
goons. More  distant  than  any  of  the  Indians  when 
they  landed,  he  was  engaged  in  cutting  wood,  and 
on  finding  himself  discovered,  he  broke  and  ran  for 
the  grass.  Several  started  in  pursuit,  but  they  all 
gave  out  except  Hall,  who  followed  until  he  had 
almost  evertaken  him,  when  Chakika  smiled  and 
extended  tiis  hand,  wet  with  the  blood  of  his  com- 
rades, women  and  children.  Hail  levelled  his  rifle, 
and  the  ball  sinking  in  the  brain  of  the  chief,  he  fell 


dead  in  the  water,  but  a short  distance  from  the  is- 
land which  was  the  depot  of  his  plunder. 

This  chief  was  of  great  daring,  headed  the  mas- 
sacre of  troops  at  Caioosahatchee,  and  led  the  at- 
tack on  Indian  Key.  His  loss  to  his  people  will  be 
attended  with  results  fatal  to  their  confidence,  and 
holds  out  to  the  territory  a subject  for  the  warmest 
gratulations. 

In  relation  to  the  late  tragic  affair,  the  Globe 
says — Contrary  to  instructions  from  the  war  de- 
partment, and  in  opposition  to  positive  orders  is- 
sued by  the  commanding  general,  forbidding  any 
escort  being  sent  from  post  to  post,  under  thirty 
men,  a wagon  was  despatched  from  Fort  Mieanopy 
lo  Fort  Wacahoota  with  only  eleven  mounted  in- 
fantry under  command  of  lieutenants  Sherwood  and 
Hopson:  as  the  morning  was  fine,  Mrs.  Montgome- 
ry rode  out  with  them.  About  an  hour  after  their 
departure,  some  of  tire  horses  returned  to  Fort  Mi- 
eanopy without  their  riders,  and  shortly  after  two 
soldiers  road  up  and  announced  that  the  party  had 
been  attacked,  Mrs.  Montgomery  and  lient.  Slier- 
wood  and  several  soldiers  killed.  The  garrison  im- 
mediately sallied  out,  and  within  three  miles  of  the 
fort  found  the  bleeding  corpse  of  Mrs.  Montgomery, 
with  a soldier  still  breathing,  lying  by  her,  with 
just  strength  to  say  to  her  agonized  husband,  who 
threw  himself  on  the  ground  by  his  wife’s  bleeding 
body — "lieutenant,  I fought  for  your  wife  as  long 
as  I could.”  Lieut.  Sherwood  was  well  mounted, 
and  might,  it  is  reported,  have  escaped,  but  would 
not  abandon  his  fair  charge.  This  bar  barous  act, 
it  is  believed,  was  committed  by  a band  of  the  cruel 
and  blood  thirsty  Mikasuckies. 

The  frontier  posts  in  Florida  are  not  fit  places  for 
the  residence  ol'  ladies.  The  same  reasons  whicli 
render  it  improper  for  them  to  be  on  board  ships  of 
war,  might  be  urged  against  their  being  allowed  to 
accompany  their  husbands  to  these  posts  of  danger. 
Officers  ought  to  be  left  free  to  act  in  moments  of 
emergency,  without  tire  uneasiness  of  having  to  pro- 
tect helpless  women  and  children. 

This  unfortunate  lady  had  been  only  three  weeks 
in  Florida,  and  but  lately  marriqd. 

THE  NAVY. 

Promotions.  Charles  H.  Bell,  lo  be  a comman- 
der in  the  navy  from  September  10,  1840. 

Daniel  B.  Ridgely,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy 
from  September  10,  1840. 

John  L.  Ring,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy  from 
October  26,  1840. 

Edward  Gilchrist,  to  be  a surgeon  in  the  navy 
from  September  27,  1840. 

John  A.  Lockwood,  tu  be  a surgeon  in  the  navy 
from  October  13,  1840. 

Levi  Twiggs,  to  be  a major  in  the  marine  corps 
from  November  15,  1840. 

Job  G.  Williams,  to  be  a captain  in  the  marine 
corps  from  November  15,  1840. 

Thomas  T.  Sloan,  to  be  a first  lieutenant  in  the 
marine  corps  from  October  31,  1840. 

Addison  Garland,  to  be  a first  lieutenant  in  the 
marine  corps  from  November  15,  1840. 

Appointments.  Nathan  T.  H.  Moore,  to  be  an 
assistant  surgeon  in  the  navy  from  October  13, 
1840. 

Joseph  Hopkinson,  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  in 
tire  navy  from  October  13,  1840. 

John  Thornley,  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
navy  from  October  13,  1840. 

Daniel  L.  Bryan,  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  in. 
the  navy  from  October  13,  1840. 

Robert  Tansill,  to  be  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
marine  corps  from  November  4,  1840. 

John  J.  .Berret,  to  be  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
marine  corps  from  November  15,  1840. 

Wm.  B.  Scott,  to  be  navy  agent  for  tire  navy 
yard  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  for  the  navy 
department,  for  four  years  from  October  8,  1840. 

George  Johnson,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port  of 
Pensacola,  Florida,  for  four  years  from  December 
28,  1840. 

The  New  York  American  says  that  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Cyane  was  at  Toulon  on  thp 
29th  of  November  last,  to  sail  for  Mahon — all 
well  on  board.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Cyane , she 
found  two  three  deckers  and  three  74’s,  which,  in 
a few  days  after,  were  joined  by  the  fleet  of  obser- 
vation from  the  Levant,  consisting  of  one  three 
decker  and  ten  74’s — making  in  all  an  exhibition 
of  the  French  naval  force,  then  in  the  harbor  of 
Toulon,  equal  to  16  line  of  battle  ships,  3 of  which 
were  of  126  guns  each.  In  the  fleet  three  admi- 
ral’s flags  were  flying,  and  2 admirals  were  attach- 
ed to,  and  in  command  of  the  station  and  arsenal, 
making  5 admirals  at  that  time  on  duty  there.  The 
ships  are  represented  to  have  exhibited  a magnifi 
cent  appearance.  The  commander  of  the  Cyane , 
and  tire  admirals,  had  exchanged  visits,  on  which 
occasions  salutes  were  frred.  YVar  between  France 


and  England  was  the  all  engrossing  topic  among 
the  French  officers. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  on  board  of 
the  Cyane. 

William  K.  Latimer,  commander;  Sylvanus  W. 
Godon,  1st.  lieutenant;  Samuel  F.  Hazard,  2d  do.; 
Alfred  Taylor,  3d  do.;  Benjamin  F.  Dove,  -1th  do.; 
John  J.  Alrny,  acting  master;  Lewis  B.  Hunter, 
surgeon;  William  Grier,  assistant  surgeon;  Horatio 
Bridge,  purser;  James  Major,  professor  of  mathe- 
matics; Washington  Reid,  passed  midshipman; 
Francis  Alexander,  Wilmer  Shields,  Archibald 
McRae,  Geo.  B.  Batch,  Gustavus  V.  Fox,  Charles 
W.  Peace,  Frederick  W.  Colby,  Alexander  C. 
Rhind,  midshipmen;  George  F.  Cutter,  captain’s 
clerk;  Ezra  Chamberlain,  boatswain;  John  Barr, 
gunner;  James  Ferguson,  sailmaker;  Thomas  Pe- 
terson, carpenter. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  committee  on  elections  of  the  legislature  of 
Maine  have  reported  that  there  was  no  ciroice  of 
governor  at  the  September  election.  The  vote  stands 
thus: 

For  Kent,  (whig)  45,575, Fairfield,  (Van  Buren) 
45,507,  Hamlin,  (Van  Buren)  28,  Smith,  (whigs) 
25,  scattering,  55. 

The  number  necessary  for  a choice  is  45,590. 
The  acceptance  of  tire  report  was  objected  to  by 
the  whigs,  on  the  ground  that  100  votes  for  Fair- 
field  and  45  for  Kent,  informally  returned,  were  al- 
lowed, and  was  laid  on  the  table.  If  the  report  is 
accepted,  Kent  will  be  chosen  by  the  legislature; 
but,  if  it.  is  not,  and  the  145  votes  rejected,  Kent 
will  be  declared  elected  by  the  people. 

The  legislature  of  Maine  having  accepted  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  count  the  votes 
for  governor,  that  there  was  no  election  by  the  peo- 
ple, the  house,  on  Thursday,  nominated  Edward 
Kent  and  John  Fairfield  to  tire  senate, and  the  latter 
bodv,  by  a vote  of  sixteen  to  eight,  on  the  same 
day'eiected  Mr.  Kent  (whig)  governor  of  Maine 
for  one  year.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Kent  took  the 
oaths  of  office,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
its  duties. 

We  learn  from  the  Portland  Advertiser,  that  Mr. 
Joshua  A.  Lowell,  whom  the  Van  Buren  governor 
of  Maine  has  declared  elected  to  congress,  and  to 
whom  he  has  given  a certificate,  was  not  in  fact 
chosen.  He  received  a minority  of  the  votes,  but 
gov.  Fairfield  declared  him  elected  by  rejecting  the 
returns  of  a whig  township.  Mr.  Noj'es  it  is  said 
will  contest  the  seat  and  obtain  it. 

Governor  Kent  of  Maine,  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress adverts  to  the  occupation,  by  order  of  the  go- 
vernor general  of  Canada,  of  lire  posts  at  Tamis- 
couta  Lake  and  Madawaska,  by  British  troops,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  stipulated  agreement  between 
the  authorities  of  New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  and 
says: 

"I  cannot  but  view  this  proceeding,  as  my  pre- 
decessor does,  in  his  reply  to  sir  John  Harvey,  as 
‘a  direct  and  palpable  infringement  of  tire  subsist- 
ing arrangement,’  and  as  taking  military  possession 
of  that  portion  of  the  contested  territory.  And  if 
the  suggeslion  of  lieutenant  governor  Harvey,  who 
seems  not  to  have  been  consulted  in  relation  to  tin’s 
new  act  of  jurisdiction,  and  who  evidently  regards 
it  with  regret,  if  not  as  an  infringement  of  subsist- 
ing arrangements,  is  disregarded,  and  tire  British 
troops  are  permanently  located  at  Madawaska,  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  reiterate  the  request  already 
made  to  the  general  government,  and  lo  urge  upon 
that  government  the  justice  and  expediency  of  taking 
military  possession  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
of  the  territory  in  dispute.  The  general  govern- 
ment owes  it  to  Maine  to  move  forward  in  this 
matter,  with  promptness  and  energy,  with  a sincere 
and  even  anxious  desire  to  preserve  peace,  but 
with  an  equally  firm  determination  to  maintain 
subsisting  engagements  on  our  part,  and  to  insist 
upon  a full  performance  fiom  the  other  party.” 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Two  new  counties  were  constituted  in  N.  Hamp- 
shire at  the  last  session  of  tire  legislature  by  the 
division  of  Strafford  county.  The  new  counties 
are  named  Belknap  and  Carrol!;  tile  first  contains 
eight  towns  and  the  other  thirteen.  Strafford  coun- 
ty, which  was  the  largest  in  the  state,  will  hereafter 
contain  but  thirteen  towns.  The  sessions  of  the 
courts  for  Belknap  county  will  be  field  at  Gilford; 
and  lor  Carroll  county  at  Ossipee. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Message  of  governor  Davis.  The  Boston  Atlas  of 
yesterday  contains  the  message  ot  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  legislature  of  that  state.  It 
occupies  only  one  column  and  a half  of  the  paper; 
but  into  that  small  space  governor  Davis  has  com- 
pressed a volume  of  practical  wisdom.  The  docu- 
ment is  moderate  and  dignified  in  its  tone;  and  pre- 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  23,  1841 -GOV.  SEWARD’S  MESSAGE. 


323 


serves  these  characteristics  even  in  commenting 
with  deserved  severity  upon  “the  experimental  po- 
licy pursued  since  tire  chief  magistrate  of  the  United 
States  took  into  hia  custody  and  keeping  the  reve- 
nues.” [N.  Y.  Star. 

The  hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates  was  yesterday  elected 
U.  S.  senator  lor  Massachusetts,  to  fill  gov.  Davis’ 
vacancy,  and  for  (he  next  term  of  six  years.  The 
vote  in  the  house  stood: — Isaac  C.  Bates,  250;  Mar- 
cus Morton,  114;  scattering,  5. 

Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road  company . By  an 
abstract  from  the  superintendent’s  weekly  reports, 
it  appears  that  the  receipts  for  passengers  and 
freights  on  the  Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road 
were,  for 

1836  $'175,200  79 

1837  194,288  62 

1838  190,562  70 

1839  216,129  83 

1840  254,753  67 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature.  This  body  re-assembled  at 
Trenton  on  Tuesday  last  and  organized  for  busi- 
ness; the  officers  of  which  are  the  hon.  Joseph  Por- 
ter, of  Gloucester;  vice  president  of  the  council, 
(senate),  Robert  E.  Horner,  of  Princeton,  secretary 

In  the  assembly,  hon.  John  Emley,  of  Burling- 
ton, speaker,  Samuel  Pryor,  jr.  of  Salem,  clerk. 

A correspondent  writes  ‘ that  the  election  of  a 
United  States  senator  to  take  the  place  of  gen. 
Wall  will  probably  be  held  some  time  in  February, 
when,  of  course,  a good  whig  will  be  chosen  to 
represent  the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States  in  conjunction  with  her 
favorite  Southard.” 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Legislature.  Resolutions  in  favor  of  a repeal  ol 
the  sub-treasury  act,  and  advocating  the  distribu 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  tire  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
have  been  introduced  in  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  embody  instructions  to  the  senators, 
and  requests  to  the  members  of  the  lower  house,  to 
vote  in  accordance  witii  the  views  of  the  legislature 
on  these  questions.  In  relation  to  the  tariff,  the 
following  resolution  is  also  before  the  legislature: 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested,  to  vote  for  such  mo- 
dification or  adjustment  ol  the  tariff,  as  may  in- 
crease ttie  revenue  derived  from  imports,  equal  to 
the  wants  of  the  national  government,  so  that  at  no 
time  hereafter,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  shall 
any  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  be  used  by  the  general  government. 

Loan.  The  bill  authorising  a loan  ol  $800,000, 
at  six  per  cent,  for  rive  years  to  meet  the  state  en- 
gagements on  the  1st  of  February,  which  passed 
both  houses  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  on  Sa- 
turday, has  received  the  executive  signature,  and 
become  a law.  The  bill  originally  proposed  a sale 
of  bank  slock  owned  by  the  state,  as  an  alternative, 
for  raising  the  “ways  and  means”  to  meet  the  in- 
terest on  the  state  debt,  which  falls  due  on  Ihe  1st 
of  February.  But  the  hill  was  amended  in  (lie 
senate,  so  as  to  provide  for  a loan  ol  five  years  at 
six  per  cent,  for  the  sum  necessary,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  bank  stock  of  the  state. 

DELAWARE. 

Gov.  Comcgys’  message.  The  message  of  gov. 
Comegys  was  communicated  to  the  two  houses  on 
t he  5th  inst.  It  refers  mostly  to  matters  of  local 
interest.  The  common  school  system  now  in  ope- 
ration throughout  the  state  seems  to  be  in  some  re- 
spects defective.  The  appointment  of  a general 
superintendent  is  recommended — also  some  "modifi- 
cations in  the  law  imposing  the  school  tax.  It  is 
proposed  to  exempt  persons  y.  hose  taxable  property 
does  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  penal  code  of  the  states  it  is  thought  needs 
revision.  Many  of  the  punishments  inflicted  by  it 
are  severe  beyond  the  modes  and  feeling  of  the 
age — insornuch'that  the  excessive  rigor  o I the  law 
often  defeats  its  own  end,  through  the  necessary  in- 
terposition of  the  pardoning  power,  or  the  unwil- 
lingness of  juries  to  condemn. 

VIRGINIA. 

United  States  senator.  The  legislature  proceeded 
on  Monday  last  to  the  election  of  a U.  S.  senator, 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1839,  since  which  period  the  state  has  had 
only  one  senator  in  congress.  The  vote  stood  as 
follows: — Wm.  C.  Rives,  85;  John  Y.  Mason,  40; 
James  McDowell,  30;  scattering  3. 

Mr.  Rives  received  ttie  vote  of  every  whig  in  the 
senate  and  house,  but  two.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Glou- 
cester, in  casting  his  vote  fur  Mr.  Bruce  (W.)  said 
he  should  vote  for  Mr.  Rives,  if  after  a first  ballot 
it  was  found  necessary  to  elect  him,  but  otherwise 
he  could  not  vote  for  him.  Mr.  Bayly,  of  Acco- 
mac,  voted  for  Mr.  Robertson,  as  did  also  Mr. 
Thompson,  (V.  B ) the  senator  from  Kenawha. — 


Mr.  Fulton,  (W.)  of  Wyeth,  voted  for  Mr.  Mason 
in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Francis  E.  Rives  and  George  C.  Dromgoole,  re- 
presentatives in  the  present  congress  from  this  state 
have  both  publicly  declined  being  candidates  for  re- 
election. 

The  population  of  Virginia,  it  is  ascertained,  is 
1,231,444 — of  which  there  are — 


Whites, 

735,813 

Free  colored, 

48,425 

§laves, 

447,207 

1,231,444 

Population  in  1830, 

1,211,406 

Increase, 

20,038 

The  white  population  in  1830  was  694,439.  The 
increase  of  whites  is  therefore  41,373.  The  increase 
of  free  blarks  has  been  1,322,  and  the  decrease  of 
slaves  22,517.  The  excess  of  whites  over  slaves  in 
1830  was  224,715— in  1840  it  is  288,605. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  inauguration  of  the  new  governor  of  the 
stale  of  North  Carolina,  (John  M.  Morehead,  esq.) 
look  place  on  Friday  the  1st  instant,  on  which  oc- 
casion, after  taking  the  oaths  of  office  in  the  pre- 
sence of  past  governor  Dudley,  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  both  brandies  of  the  legislature, 
governor  Morehead  delivered  an  address  pertinent, 
to  the  occasion,  the  following  passages  of  which 
especially  deserve  circulation;  the  first  for  the  moral 
truths  of  which  it  inculcates,  and  the  other  for  the 
i indication  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  states  which  it 
includes: 

“Notiling  so  surely  indicates  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  a people,  as  numerous  school  houses 
well  filled  during  the  week,  and  churches  well 
crowded  on  the  Sabbath;  and  the  latter  are  sure  lo 
follow  the  former.  If  we  desire  to  perpetuate  our 
giorioii3  political-  institutions,  we  must  give  to  all 
ou r people  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation.  That 
man  who  improves  his  intellect  for  six  days  in  the 
week,  and  on  the  seventh  endeavors  to  give  it  the 
proper  direction  from  ttie  precepts  of  our  holy  re- 
ligion— who  learns  to  do  unto  others  as  lie  would 
they  should  do  unto  him,  that-  man  will  never  be- 
come a tyrant — and  he  can  never  be  made  a slave. 

“Believing,  as  I do,  that  comity  and  good  feeling 
should  exist  between  the  general  government  and 
all  the  members  of  the  confederacy.  I shall  endea- 
vor, while  I have  the  honor  to  preside  over  North 
Carolina,  on  every  occasion  that  may  offer,  to  meet 
them  with  that  courtesy  to  which  i hey  are  justly 
entitled — and  which  a due  self-respect  and  the  dig- 
nity of  our  state  require  should  be  shown. 

“The  days  of  our  political  existence,  under  our 
present  happy  form  of  government,  are  numbered, 
when  the  states  shall  permit  their  sovereignty  to  be 
contemned,  and  their  great  seals  to  be  scoffed  at 
and  disregarded.” 

“I  will  cheerfully  yield  to  the  general  govern- 
ment all  the  powers  to  which  if  is  entitled,  from  a 
fair  and  proper  construction  and  interpretation  of 
the  constitution;  while,  ou  the  other  hand,  I shall 
carefully  maintain,  protect  and  defend  ttie  rights 
wtiich  pertain  to  our  own  state. 

“I  shall  be  extremely  careful  to  see  that  North 
Carolina,  when  she  speaks  in  her  sovereign  charac- 
ter, has  a right  to  speak — and,  when  she  does  so 
speak  through  her  great  seal — the  emblem  of  her 
sovereignty — while  I have  the  honor  to  control  it, 
it  must  be,  it  shall  be,  respected. 

During  the  late  session  of  the  legislature  of  N. 
Carolina,  three  new  counties  have  been  erected  out 
efthe  counties  of  a size  too  large  for  convenience. 
The  names  of  the  counties  are  Stanley,  Cleveland, 
and  Caldwell. 

It  appears  by  the  late  census,  that  the  population 
of  North  Carolina  consists  of  22,724  free  persons 
of  color,  246.917  slaves,  and  487,298  whites — total, 
756,939.  In  1830  the  population  was  737,987.  In- 
crease in  fen  years,  18,952. 

GEORGIA. 

Representative.  Hines  Holt  (whig)  has  been 
elected  a representative  in  the  present  congress,  by 
a large  majority  over  his  opponent,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Colquett. 

“True  patriots  we."  The  legislature  of  Georgia 
have  passed  a resolution,  raising  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers to  fire  dollars  per  day.  A member  of  the  Ken- 
tucky legislature  the  other  day  introduced  a bill  to 
reduce  ttie  pay  of  members  to  two  dollars  after  the 
close  of  the  present  session.  Probably  the  wise 
men  of  Georgia  expect  to  be  re-elected  and  probably 
the  Kentucky  economist  does  not! 

Resumption.  The  last  Augusta  (Ga.)  Chronicle 
contains  the  proclamation  of  governor  McDonald, 
of  Georgia,  in  obedience  to  *£e  law  of  the  last  le- 
gislature, requiring  the  banks  in  that  state,  to  le- 
sume  specie  payments  on  ttie  first  day  of  Ft  Druary 


next.  If  any  bank  fail  to  comply  with  the  provi- 
sions of  ttiis  act,  the  charter  of  such  bank  is  for- 
feited. 

LOUISIANA. 

Legislature.  This  body  met  on  the  4th  instant. 
The  hon.  Felix  Garcia,  was  chosen  president  of  the 
senate,  and  general  William  Deburys,  speaker  of 
the  house.  On  the  same  day  the  governor  trans- 
mitted his  message,  of  which  we  will  take  some  no- 
tice hereafter. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  hill  providing  for  a repeal  of  the  existing 
law  ot  Kentucky,  which  prohibits  the  bringing  into 
that  state  of  slaves,  for  the  purposes  of  sale,  was 
negatived  by  the  house  of  representatives,  after 
long  and  ardent  discussion,  on  the  9th  inst.  The  vote 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  of  repeal  was — ayes,  34; 
noes,  53.  Referring  to  the  question  thus  decided, 
the  Louisville  Journal  says:  “No  question  which 

has  come  before  the  Kentucky  legislature  lor  years, 
has  produced  so  much  excitement  as  this.” 

INDIANA. 

One  term.  A joint  resolution  has  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  favoring  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  debarring  a 
president  from  re  election. 

ILLINOIS. 

Riches  of  the  west — products  of  Illinois.  We  have 
before  us  the  statistics  of  Illinois,  and  the  result  is, 
(even  for  a single  state)  a basis  upon  which  produce 
merchants  here  and  elsewhere,  might  make  some 
pretty  certain  calculations.  The  total  population 
is  445,475.  On  this  aggregate  then — now  not  quite 
half  a million — is  founded  the  following  production 
from  labor: 

Grain  products. — Wheat,  2,302,956  bushels;  corn, 
19,626,904  do.;  oats,  3,797,500  do.;  to  these  should 
be  added,  potatoes,  1,566,000  do. 

It  appears  then,  that  the  main  crop  of  Illinois  is 
corn,  most  of  which  is  fed  to  animals.  Of  wheat, 
there  are  about  8 bushels  to  each  soul,  or  but  little 
more  than  is  ordinarily  allowed  for  the  consumption 
of  a people.  Illinois,  then,  has  not  yet  become  a 
great  wheat  state.  The  potatoes,  however,  may  be 
considered  a surplus  crop,  if  we  allow  the  con- 
sumption of  the  people  as  vve  have  done  from  wheat. 
In  fact,  however,  both  are  consumed  and  both  par- 
tially exported. 

Animals. — Hogs,  1,258,184;  neat  cattle,  164,961; 
sheep,  337,157. 

It  seems,  then,  palpable  enough,  that  hogs  are  the 
chief  animal  raised  in  Illinois,  and  they  are  the  great 
consumers  of  their  vast  product  of  corn.  Here,  too, 
is  an  item  for  the  pork  packers  every  where  to  re- 
flect upon.  The  amount  of  hogs  put  up  in  Cincin- 
nati is  only  a little  more  than  an  eighth  part  of  the 
number  of  hogs  in  Illinois  alone.  Consequently  it 
is  impossible  for  the  pork  market  to  be  controlled; 
in  Cincinnati,  or  any  other  point  whatever. 

Mineral  productions. — Coal,  3,546,000  bushels; 
salt,  20,000  do.;  lead,  363,666  lbs.  This  is  an  in- 
teresting item,  showing  that  Illinois  has  within  her 
limits  three  valuable  minerals  in  sufficient  abun- 
dance. 

Literature. — There  are  several  colleges  in  Illinois, 
but  the  number  and  pupils  are  omitted  in  the  ac- 
count above.  Daily  newspapers,  2;  semi-weekly, 
2;  weekly.  27;  periodicals,  7. 

There  are  two  or  three  counties  omitted,  but  they 
will  not  affect  the  main  items  of  production,  as  stat- 
ed above,  materially. 

Illinois  must,  on  the  whole,  be  regarded  as  a pros- 
perous state;  but  not  enough  so  to  run  the  extrava- 
gant career  of  debt,  schemes  and  boasting,  which 
has  been  undertaken  in  the  last  few  years.  After 
all,  the  best  mode  of  growth,  both  for  individuals 
and  states,  is  the  gradual  and  certain  mode. 

[Cincinnati  Chronicle. 

It  appeals  by  the  recent  census  that  the  popula- 
tion is  445,475.  It  is  thought  that  there  are  few 
states  in  the  union,  that  have  progressed  faster  in 
wealth  and  population,  within  tire  last  ten  years, 
than  Illinois. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERONOR  OF  NEW 
YORK. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate  and  assembly: 

The  field  of  public  service  to  which  you  have 
been  called,  is  bounded  by  no  narrow  limits.  It 
includes  the  responsibility  of  securing  civil  rights; 
of  dr  fining  crimes  ot  every  grade,  and  prescribing 
their  appropriate  punishments;  of  establishing  laws 
concerning  the  acquisition,  tenure  and  alienation 
of  property,  or  instituting  and  maintaining  courts  of 
justice;  of  prescribing  and  enforcing  all  duties  aris- 
ing out  of  the  domestic  and  social  relations;  of  cre- 
ating associations  designed  to  promote  the  public 
good,  and  controlling  or  suppressing  such  as  are  in- 
jurious; taking  care  of  the  public  health;  providing 
a medium  "of  exchange;  sustaining  domestic  trade, 
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regulating  elections  and  preserving  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise;  enacting  laws  for  the  discipline 
and  instruction  of  the  militia,  the  education  of 
youth,  the  support  of  the  poor,  the  relief  of  Ihe  af- 
flicted, the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  all  the 
useful  arts,  and  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  state  by  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals;  and  finally,  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities and  powers  which  sovereign  states 
may  assume  and  exercise,  with  the  exception  of 
those  expressly  granted  to  the  federal  government, 
and  subject  only  to  the  limitations  prescribed  by  the 
constitution  of  this  state,  and  that  of  the  United 
States.  These  responsibilities  affect  the  welfare, 
honor  and  happiness  of  two  and  a half  millions  of 
free  people.  Although  distinguished  for  the  refine- 
ment of  its  social  condition,  this  community  is  only 
in  the  beginning  of  its  existence.  Notwithstanding 
its  thousand  towns,  it  has  yet  an  extensive  region 
altogether  unoccupied;  and  with  aggregate  wealth 
of  a million  of  millions  of  dollars;  its  soil  is  imper- 
fectly cultivated,  its  minerals  have  hardly  been  dis- 
turbed in  their  beds,  the  natural  obstacles  to  trade 
have  only  been  parlially  removed  and  the  perfect 
subdivision  of  industry  in  its  various  departments 
is  yet  to  take  place.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  com- 
munities which  are  neither  hostile  nor  rival  powers, 
nor  yet  dependent  colonies,  exhausting  their  wealth 
for  our  support;  but  free  and  prosperous  states, 
bound  to  us  not  only  by  the  federal  compact,  but 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  common  sympathy  and  af- 
fection, and  obliged  by  the  natural  direction  of  their 
trade  to  contribute  to  our  revenues  and  increase  our 
commercial  importance. 

When  the  federal  government  has  discharged  its 
duty  in  maintaining  peaceful  and  advantageous  re- 
lations with  foreign  countries,  in  conducting  its  fis- 
cal affairs  so  as  not  to  derange  the  business  of  the 
people,  in  making  the  necessary  improvement  of 
navigable  rivers  and  lake3,  and  affording  proper  fa- 
cilities for  the  transmission  of  intelligence,  it  can 
do  little  more  to  promote  the  public  welfare.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  legislature  which  by  salutary 
reform,  effects  a decrease  of  crime,  raises  the  stan- 
dard of  general  education,  established  a new  safe- 
guard around  the  elective  franchise,  or  opens  a new 
channel  for  commerce,  does  more  to  increase  the 
general  prosperity  and  even  to  strengthen  the  bunds 
of  the  union,  than  congress  with  its  limited  powers 
can  accomplish. 

The  year  which  we  are  permitted  to  review,  has 
been  crowned  with  the  blessings  of  health,  plenty 
and  peace.  No  pestilence  has  been  abroad,  sever- 
ing the  ties  from  w hich  happiness  arises,  and  re- 
compensing with  disease  and  death  the  unavailing 
offices  of  affection;  nor  has  war,  with  its  fearful  de- 
solation, diverted  from  domestic  sorrows  their  right- 
ful sympathy  and  consolation.  Contentment  has- 
been  in  our  dwellings;  and  the  abundance  we  have 
received  has  rendered  it  more  easy  to  give  than  to 
withhold.  The  laws  have  maintained  their  supre- 
macy; and  the  administration  of  justice  has  encoun- 
tered no  resistance.  All  the  departments  of  the  go- 
vernment have  performed  their  functions  without 
interruption  and  with  general  success.  The  harvest 
has  been  followed  by  a partial  resuscitation  of  con- 
fidence, and  the  general  indications  of  a revival  of 
enterprise,  promises  a return  of  prosperity.  Sen- 
timents favorable  to  frugal  and  patient  industry, 
have  regained  their  just  influence;  and  the  agitation 
which,  for  a time,  threatened  to  array  against  each 
other  masses  having  common  interests,  and  to  es- 
tablish new,  impracticable  and  revolutionary  mea- 
sures, in  the  policy  ofthe’government,  has  given  way 
to  a prevailing  conviction  that  the  public  welfare 
is  best  promoted  by  mutual  harmony  and  confi- 
dence, and  by  a conservative  support  of  tried  insti- 
tutions and  laws. 

The  comptroller  will  lay  before  you  a full  report 
of  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  state.  The  revenue 
derived  from  auction  sales,  within  the  fiscal  year 
ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  amount- 
ed to  $164,621  38.  The  receipts  for  duties  on  salt 
manufactured  at  the  salt  springs,  were  $155,961  16. 

The  revenue  from  auction  sales,  have  been  ef- 
fected by  the  depression  of  commerce,  and  exhibit 
a diminution  of  $60,780  46,  since  the  previous  fis- 
cal year.  The  quantity  of  salt  manufactured,  has 
been  less  than  in  the  year  1839,  by  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels,  and  the  revenues  are  there- 
fore less  by  the  sum  of  $33,301  96. 

There  has  heretofore  been  in  use  one  salt  spring 
in  each  of  the  villages  of  Liverpool,  Salina,  Syra 
cuse  and  Geddes.  "1  he  water  at  Liverpool  contains 
about  seventy  per  cent,  of  salt;  the  springs  at  Sali- 
na and  Syracuse,  furnish  about  fifty-six  per  cent, 
each;  and  the  water  at  Geddes  yield  about  thirty  per 
cent.  All  the  springs,  except  that  at  Liverpool, 
turnish  limited  supplies.  The  very  commendable 
efforts  of  the  superintendent  to  discover  additional 
sources  of  brine,  have  been  crowned  with  success. 


Three  springs  have  been  found  at  Salina,  each  fur- 
nishing water  equal  in  strength  and  purity  to  that  at 
Liverpool;  and  collectively,  they  will  yield  an  am- 
ple supply  for  the  manufactories  at  Syracuse  and 
Geddes.  I am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the 
search  for  new  springs  at  Montezuma,  has  been  suc- 
cessful, and  that  a revival  of  the  manufacture  of 
salt  at  that  place,  may  be  expected.  As  a conse- 
quence of  these  discoveries,  we  may  anticipate  a 
reduction  of  the  expense  of  manufacture,  and  an 
increase  of  the  quantity  produced;  results  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  profitable  to  the  treasury,  and  bene- 
ficial to  our  fellow  citizens. 

The  amount  of  tolls  and  rents  of  surplus  waters 
collected  during  the  fiscal  year,  on  all  the  canals  of 
the  state  was  $1,603,827  45 

And  the  amount  of  charges  on  all 
canals,  exclusive  of  interest  on 
loans,  was  586,011  87 


Leaving  a nett  revenue,  $1,020,815  5S 
being  $36,981  18  less  than  the  amount  of  nett  in- 
come ot  the  preceding  year. 

The  amount  of  tolls  and  rents  received  during 
the  season  of  navigation  in  1840,  was  $1,775,747 
57,  showing  the  gratifying  increase  of  $159,365  55 
over  the  amount  received  in  1839. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  school  fund  at  the 
close  ot  the  fiscal  year,  was  $2,033,807  95.  The 
revenue  received  within  the  same  period,  including 
the  appropriation  of  $165,000,  from  the  income  of 
what  is  called  the  United  States  deposite  fund,  was 
$268,400  65.  The  amount  paid  out  for  the  support 
of  common  schools,  was  $275,010  10. 

The  capital  of  the  literature  fund  is  $268,777  93. 
The  revenue  during  the  year,  including  $28,000 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  U.  States  de- 
posite fund,  was  $46,935  84.  The  amount  paid 
out  and  applied  to  the  support  of  the  higher  semi- 
naries of  learning,  was  $47,871  97. 

All  the  colleges  in  the  state  are  in  a flourishing 
condition.  The  number  of  students  attending  these 
institutions  is  six  hundred  and  sixty-two;  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  twenty  are  in  Columbia  college, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  in  the  university  of  the  city 
of  New  York;  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  in 
Union  college;  ninety-four  in  Hamilton  college;  and 
sixty  in  the  college  at  Geneva.  The  communi- 
cation from  the  president  of  Columbia  college, 
herewith  submitted,  shows  that  that  institution  is 
suffering  a singular  inconvenience  from  the  past  li- 
berality of  the  state. 

The  number  of  students  in  all  the  academies  and 
grammar  schools  in  the  state,  is  thirty-four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three.  The  number  of  the  chil- 
dren attending  the  common  schools  is  about  five 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand;  and  Ihe  whole  num- 
ber of  children  between  five  and  sixteen  years  of 
age,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  about  six 
hundred  thousand.  There  are  about  eleven  thou- 
sand common  school  districts  in  the  state,  including 
those  under  the  charge  of  the  public  school  socie'v 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  all  of  which  schools  are 
maintained  dn-ring  an  average  of  eight  months  in  the 
year.  Of  these  school  districts,  there  are  very  few 
which  have  not  complied  with  the  act  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  school  district  libraries,  and 
there  are  at  this  time  in  these  various  district  libra- 
ries about  one  million  of  volumes. 

Within  the  five  years  limited  by  the  law  there 
will  have  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books, 
more  than  half  a million  of  dollars.  Although  an 
injudicious  choice  of  books  is  sometimes  made, 
these  libraries  generally  include  history  and  biogra- 
phy, voyages  and  travels,  works  on  natural  history 
and  the  physical  sciences,  treaties  upon  agriculture, 
commerce,  manufactures  and  the  arts,  and  judicious 
selections  from  modern  literature.  Henceforth,  no 
citizen  who  shall  have  improved  the  advantages  of- 
fered by  our  common  schools,  and  the  district  libra- 
ries will  be  without  some  scientific  knowledge  of  the 
earth,  its  physicial  condition  and  phenomena,  the 
animals  that  inhabit  it,  the  vegetables  that  clothe  it 
with  verdure,  and  tile  minerals  under  its  surface,  the 
physiology  and  the  intellectual  powers  of  man,  Ihe 
laws  of  mechanics  and  their  practical  uses,  those  of 
chemistry  and  their  application  to  the  arts,  the 
principles  of  moral  and  political  economy,  the  his- 
tory of  nation*,  and  especially  that  of  our  own 
country,  the  progress  and  triumph  of  the  democra- 
tic piinciple  in  ttie  governments  on  this  continent, 
and  the  prospects  of  its  ascendency  throughout  the 
world,  the  trials  and  faith,  valor  and  constancy  ol 
our  ancestors,  with  the  inspiring  examples  of  be- 
nevolence, virtue  and  patriotism  exhibited  in  the 
lives  of  the  benefactors  of  mankind.  The  fruits  ol 
this  enlightened  and  beneficent  enterprize  are  chief- 
ly to  be  gathered  by  oursuccessors.  But  the  present 
generation  will  not  be  altogether  unrewarded.  Al- 
though many  of  on r citizens  may  pass  the  district 
library,  heedless  ol  the  tieasure  it  contains,  the  un- 


pretending volumes  will  find  their  way  to  their  fire 
sides,  diffusing  knowledge,  increasing  domestic  hap- 
piness and  promoting  public  virtue. 

The  institution  for  the  instruction  of  deaf  mutes, 
and  the  asylum  for  the  blind,  continue  to  make  am- 
ple returns  for  the  patronage  they  have  received. 

The  legislature  of  1839  very  properly  directed 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
asylum  lor  the  insane  to  the  completion  of  one  of 
the  four  edifices  contemplated  by  my  predecessor. 
That  building  is  designed  to  accommodate  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  persons,  and  may  be  prepared  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  season  for  the  reception  of  those 
who  unhappily  are  to  become  its  tenants.  It  de- 
volves upon  you  to  adopt  a system  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  institution.  There  is  not  within  the 
range  of  the  healing  art,  a department  that  requires 
so  rare  a combination  of  profound  knowledge  of  the 
physical  and  intellectual  constitution  of  man,  with 
firmness,  gentleness  and  devotedness,  as  that  of  the 
cure  of  ruined  minds. 

The  geological  examination  of  the  state  will  be 
completed  on  the  first  day  of  June  next.  The  pub- 
lic officers  of  the  several  state  departments  will  be 
transferred  during  the  spring  to  the  state  hall,  and 
the  building  now  occupied  by  those  offices  will,  in 
pursuance  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature,  be  fitted  lor  the  reception  of  geolo- 
gical, botanical,  inineial  and  zoological  specimens 
produced  during  the  survey.  The  final  report  of  the 
geologists  wilt  be  submitted  at  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature.  Exhibiting  a frill  view  of  the  zoo- 
logy, botany,  mineralogy  and  geology  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  it  will  be  a nobler  tribute  to  science 
ttian  any  u hich  has  yet  been  offered  in  our  country. 

The  law  passed  last  year  concerning  the  redemp- 
tion of  bank  notes  has  had  a beneficial  operation. — 
The  currency  issued  by  the  several  banking  insti- 
tutions and  associations  has  maintained  its  credit 
and  circulation.  The  bills  of  the  City  Bank  of  Buf- 
falo have  been  redeemed  by  applying  for  that  pur- 
pose $262,333  82  of  the  safety  fund,  and  $52,795  17 
received  from  the  contributing  bulks.  The  Wayne 
county  bank  at  Palmyra,  has  recently  been  placed 
under  an  injunction  at  the  instance  of  the  bank  com- 
missioners, but  the  holders  of  its  bills  will  sustain 
no  loss.  There  remains  of  the  capital  of  the  safety 
fund  the  sum  of  $556,486  76. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  state  prison  at 
Auburn  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  last,  was 
six  hundred  and  sixty-seven;  of  whom  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  were  received  during  the  year  ending 
with  that  day.  In  the  same  period,  twelve  died, 
thirty- five  were  discharged  by  pardon,  and  onehun- 
dred  and  thirty-four  by  the  expiration  of  their  sen-, 
fences.  The  amount  received  lor  the  labor  of  the 
convicts  during  the  fiscal  year  was  $61,355  35;  and 
the  amount  expended  for  general  support  and  ne- 
cessary improvements  and  in  the  payment  of  pre- 
vious debts  was  $57,928  10.  The  excess  of  the 
earnings  of  the  convicts  over  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  ttie  prison,  was  $6,917  39.  The  number  of  con- 
victs in  the  state  prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two. The  number  received  during  the  year  was 
three  hundred  and  fifty-six;  sixteen  died,  twenty 
were  discharged  by  pardon,  and  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  by  expiration  of  sentence,  within  the 
same  period. 

The  amount  of  earnings  was  $83,504  14.  and  the 
expenses  of  the  prison  were  $77,460  00.  The  fis- 
cal condition  of  t he  prison  is  highly  satisfactory, 
and  their  discipline  has  been  improved.  The  com- 
plaints of  cruelty  which  heretofoie  engaged  pub- 
lic sympathy,  and  brought  our  penitentiary  system 
into  disrepute,  have  altogether  ceased.  Sundry 
schools  have  been  maintained,  and  in  pursuance  of 
my  recommendation,  the  cell  of  each  prisoner  is  al- 
ways supplied  with  a volume  of  the  school  district 
library.  This  measure  was  followed  by  a gratify- 
ing improvement  in  t he  conduct  of  the  prisoners. — 
Many  wearisome  hours  of  solitary  confinement  are 
beguiled,  resolutions  of  repentence  and  reformation 
are  formed,  and  the  minds  of  the  unhappy  convicts, 
accustomed  to  the  contemplation  of  virtue  and 
expanded  by  knowledge,  are  gradually  prepared  to 
resist  the  temptations  which  await  them  on  their 
return  to  society. 

The  efficacy  of  the  administration  of  justice  must 
necessarily  be  impaired  by  a too  frequent  exercise 
of  the  pardoning  power.  Inconsiderable  clemency 
operates  as  an  encouragement  to  crime,  and  pro- 
duces more  misery  than  it  alleviates.  I have  deem- 
ed it  my  duty  to  restrict  the  exercise  of  the  pardon- 
ing power  within  narrower  limits  than  have  been 
heretofore  observed. 

It  lias  been  confined  to  those  cases  where  the  con- 
viction was  erroneou--;  where  the  punishment  ad- 
judged was  manifestly  too  sevi  re;  w here  important 
disclosures  conducive  to  public  justice  were  made; 
where  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner  showed  that  a 
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higher  than  any  human  power  had  interposed  be- 
tween society  and  the  offender  against  its  laws; 
where  diseases  threatening  life  might  be  removed 
by  a resloration  to  liberty;  and  a small  number  in 
which  the  appeal  for  mercy  was  commanded  by  the 
sex,  the  tender  youth  or  extreme  age  of  the  prison- 
er, or  by  the  temptations  which  prompted,  or  the 
mitigating  circumstances  which  attended  the  com- 
mission of  crime,  and  was  supported  by  evidences 
of  penitence  and  reformation.  The  whole  number 
of  persons  discharged  from  the  state  prisons  by  par- 
don during  the  last  year,  was  fifty-four.  The  num- 
ber pardoned  in  1839  was  thirty-three.  Of  those 
pardoned  in  the  two  years,  the  rights  of  citizenship 
were  restored  to  those  only,  six  in  number,  who 
were  found  to  have  been  unjustly  convicted. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  pardoned  for  every 
description  of  offence,  including  misdemeanors,  in 
1820  was  354,  in  1821  311,  in  1822  209,  in  1823  100, 
in  1824  180,  in  1825  173,  in  1826  285,  in  1S27  190, 
in  1828  331,  in  1829  88,  in  1830  138,  in  1831  115,  in 
1832  107,  in  1833  160,  in  1834  149,  in  1835  131,  in 
1836  93,  in  1837  108,  in  1838  153,  in  1839  64,  and 
in  1840  85. 

Sixteen  convictions  for  murder  have  been  report- 
ed to  me  within  the  last  two  years.  Of  these  one 
conviction  was  reversed  by  the  court  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors;  one  convict  was  pardoned  because, 
although  he  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  it  was 
certified  by  the  court  that  he  was  insane  when  the 
crime  was  committed;  the  sentences  of  three  were 
commuted  to  confinement  in  the  state  prison  for 
life,  upon  the  ground  ofdoubts  of  the  justice  of  their 
conviction,  or  from  mitigating  circumstances;  nine 
have  suffered  the  penalty  prescribed  by  law';  and 
two  are  now  awaiting  the  same  fearful  punishment. 
While  many  citizens  deny  the  absolute  right  of  go- 
vernment to  inflict  capital  punishment,  alt  agree 
that  its  too  freqency  operates  as  an  encouragement, 
rather  than  a preventive  of  crime.  It  is  an  inter- 
esting and  important  inquiry,  whetherthat  frequen- 
cy does  not  now  exist  among  us. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  mediate  a set- 
tlement of  the  difficulties  on  the  manor  of  Ransse- 
laerwick,  have  prosecuted  the  duty  assigned  them 
in  a spirit  of  equal  justice  to  all  parties,  and  will,  as 
I am  informed,  soon  be  prepared  to  submit  a report. 

The  canals  were  navigable  from  the  twentieth  of 
April  until  the  fourth  of  December;  and  the  naviga- 
tion has  been  less  hindered  than  in  any  previous 
year.  An  increased  depth  of  water  has  been  main- 
tained, permitting  an  increase  of  burthen  in  the 
boats  used,  and  materially  reducing  the  expense  of 
transportation.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  were  ex- 
pended in  repairing  the  dam  across  the  Hudson  ri- 
ver, at  Troy,  which  was  carried  away  by  a flood  in 
February  last.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  sub- 
stitute new  structures  forseveral  decayed  locks  arid 
acqueducts,  in  order  to  maintain  the  navigation  of 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals.  The  expenditures 
for  repairs,  have  therefore  been  somewhat  increased. 

The  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  has  been  pro- 
secuted with  all  the  diligence  permitted  by  the  ap- 
propriations for  that  object.  Various  portions  of 
the  work  have  been  finished,  and  others  will  be 
completed  within  the  winter.  The  amount  ex- 
pended for  the  enlargement  prior  to  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary 1840,  was  $4,659,661.  The  appropriations 
for  that  object,  during  the  last  year,  were  $2,500,000; 
and  the  surplus  revenues  ofthe  canals  applied  to  the 
same  purpose,  were  $369,171.  Thus,  between  the 
first  day  of  January,  1840,  and  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  the  sum  of  $2,869, 171  will  have  been 
expended;  making  the  aggregate  sum  which  will 
then  have  been  applied  to  this  great  work, 
$7,533,832. 

The  experience  of  the  present  commissioners  jus- 
tifies belief  that  the  cost  ofthe  enlargement  will  not 
exceed  the  corrected  estimate  submitted  by  their 
predecessors  in  1839,  viz;  $23,112,766.  Deducting 
the  amount  which  will  have  been  expended  on  the 
first  of  March  next,  $1,533,832,  there  will  be  re- 
quired to  finish  the  enlargement,  the  sum  of 
$15,573,954.  That  portion  lying  between  Albany 
and  Rome  might  be  completed  in  the  spring  of  1843; 
the  part  extending  from  Rome  to  Rochester,  might 
be  finished  by  the  spring  of  1845;  and  the  residue, 
from  Rochester  to  Buffalo,  by  the  spring  of  1847. 

The  legislature,  at  its  last  session,  appropriated 
$100,000  for  rebuilding  the  locks  on  the  Chemung 
canal.  The  work  has  been  commenced,  and  will 
be  efficiently  prosecuted.  Fourteen  of  the  new 
locks  will  be  ready  for  use  when  the  navigation  is 
resumed.  A section  of  the  feeder  of  this  canal,  one 
mile  in  length,  was  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  and 
the  navigation  has  been  much  hindered.  The  in- 
convenience lias  been  felt  more  severely  since  the 
business  of  the  canai  has  been  increased  by  the 
transportation  of  coal. 

The  construction  of  the  Black  river  canal  has 
been  continued.  The  portion  of  it  Irom  the  Black 


river  to  Rome,  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  requir- 
ed as  a feeder,  may  and  ought  to  be  completed  as 
soon  as  an  additional  supply  of  water  shall  be  re- 
quired for  the  enlarged  Erie  canal.  According  to 
the  corrected  estimate  of  the  former  canal  commis- 
sioners, the  cost  of  the  Black  river  canal  and  feeder 
will  be  $2,431,599  29.  There  was  appropriated 
in  1836,  the  sum  of  $300,000,  and  in  1840  the  sum 
of  $250,000  was  appropriated,  to  which  is  to  be 
added  the  expense  of  a feeder  from  the  Black  river 
to  the  Erie  canal,  estimated  by  the  canal  board  at 
$'290,097  66,  which  has  been  transferred  to  the 
credit  of  this  canal,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$1,340,091  66;  ofall  which,  exceptabout  $160,000, 
had,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  been  devoted  to 
the  construction  of  this  canal. 

That  part  of  the  Genesee  valley  canal,  lying  be- 
tween Rochester  and  Mount  Morris,  35  miles  in 
length,  was  opened  for  navigation  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember last.  The  branch  canal  to  Danville  will  be 
finished  and  connected  with  the  main  canal  during 
the  present  winter.  The  cost  of  the  entire  im- 
provement was  estimated  by  the  former  canal  com- 
missioners at  $4,900,122  79.  The  sum  of 
$2,000,000  was  appropriated  in  1S36,  and  $500,000 
in  1840,  the  whole  of  which  will  have  been  expend- 
ed by  the  1st  of  March  next. 

Forty-five  miles  of  the  Newr  York  and  Erie  rail 
road,  extending  from  its  eastern  termination  at 
Piermont  on  the  Hudson  river  to  Goshen  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  will  be  in  operation  within  the 
present  month.  The  entire  length  of  the  road  will 
be  four  hundred  and  forty-six  miles.  Various  por- 
tions, seventy-two  miles  in  the  whole,  are  graded 
and  ready  to  receive  the  superstructure.  Ninety- 
one  miles,  chiefly  in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna, 
are  under  contract,  and  the  company  represents  that 
it  is  about  closing  contracts  for  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  miles.  It  represents  further,  that  its 
road  will,  in  its  capacity  for  business,  and  the  cheap- 
ness and  safety  with  which  it  can  be  used,  be  se- 
cond to  none  in  the  United  States,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  its  higher  grades,  equal  to  any  in  Eng- 
land. The  company  also  communicates  its  expec- 
tation of  completing  the  work  within  the  period  of 
two  years.  The  cost  of  the  road,  as  estimated  by 
the  company,  will  be  about  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
The  amount  which  has  been  expended  is  one  mil- 
lion three  hundied  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
credit  of  the  state,  granted  by  the  law  of  1838,  was 
three  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  (bur  hundred 
thousand  dollars  were  issued  prior  to  1840,  and  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  within  that  year. 

The  construction  of  the  Auburn  and  Rochester 
rail  road  has  been  successfully  prosecuted.  That 
portion  of  the  road  which  extends  from  Canandai- 
gua to  Rochester,  and  connects  with  the  rail  road 
irom  the  latter  place  to  Batavia,  was  put  in  opera- 
tion on  the  first  of  September  last.  It  is  expected 
that  the  whole  will  be  finished  within  the  ensuing 
eighteen  months;  and  there  will  then  be  a continu- 
ous line  of  rail  roads  from  Albany  to  Batavia,  leav- 
ing a space  of  only  forty  miles  without  such  com- 
munication, between  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake 
Erie. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  survey  the  routes 
for  a rail  road  from  Ogdensburgh  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain, have  performed  that  duty.  I lay  before  you 
their  report  concerningthe  feasibility  and  advantage 
of  an  improvement  which  I deem  essential  to  the 
development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  state, 
and  to  its  general  prosperity. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company,  and 
all  the  rail  road  companies  which  have  been  aided 
by  loans  of  the  credit  of  the  state,  have  regularly 
paid  the  interest  on  the  stock  issued  for  their  benefit. 

The  debt  of  the  state,  exclusive  of  that  portion 
which  was  contracted  for  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  and  which  is  regarded 
as  paid  by  the  accumulation  of  funds  set  apart  lor 
that  purpose,  and  exclusive  also  of  the  contingent 
liabilities  arising  from  the  loans  of  its  credit,  is  aa 
follows: 

Debt  of  the  general  fund,  exclusive  of  what  is  called 
the  permanent  loan  to  the  treasury  from  the  ca- 
nal revenues,  $1,412,961  62 

Debts  for  the  lateral  canals  that  are 
completed,  including  the  recent  loan 
for  the  Chemung  canal,  3,351,7S4  71 

Debts  contracted  for  unfinished  works, 
viz: 

For  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  6,500,000  00 
For  the  Black  river  canal,  1,050,000  00 

For  the  Genesee  valley  canal,  2,500,000  00 

For  the  Oneida  river  improvement,  50,000  00 

Aggregate  state  debt,  $15,064,746  33 

The  nett  revenues  of  all  the  canals  during  the  last 
fiscal  year,  alter  deducting  all  expenditures  and 
the  deficiencies  of  the  lateral  canals, 
were  $1,020,815  57 


Leaving  a clear  surplus,  after  paying  the  interest  on 
the  debt  for  the  enlargement  ol  the  Erie  canal,  and 
the  $400,000  annually  loaned  to  the 
treasury,  of  $398,095  93 

The  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  estimate  that 
the  clear  surplus  of  the  current  fiscal 
year  will  be  $570,000  00 

The  expenditures  from  the  general  fund  during  the 
fiscal  year,  exclusive  of  the  deficiency 
of  the  lateral  canals,  were  $779,324  36 

The  receipts  from  the  sources  provided  by  law 
were  $379,211  01 

From  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  the  preceding 
year  from  the  canal  fund,  and  from  other 
sources,  $400,113  35 

The  militia  of  the  state  consists  of  forty-three  di- 

visions, of  which  four  are  artillery,  three  are  caval- 
ry and  horse  artillery,  thirty-three  are  infantry,  and 
three  are  riflemen.  These  are  divided  into  three 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  regiments  and  separate  bat- 
talions. The  aggregate  number  of  citizens  enrolled 
is  one  hundred  and  eighty- three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred, of  whom  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-six  are  cavalry  and  horse  artillery,  nine 
thousand  and  eighty-two  are  artillery,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  Ihirty-one 
are  infantry,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  are  riflemen,  and  three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty-two  are  enrolled  in  independent  uniform 
companies.  While  I have  the  pleasure  to  announce 
a gratifying  improvement  in  the  enrolment  of  the 
militia,  it  will  excite  no  surprise  that  its  discipline 
remains  as  impertect  as*heretofore. 

The  report  of  the  commissary  general  presents 
an  account  ofthe  condition  of  his  department.  The 
slate  owns  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  iron,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  brass  pieces  of  ordinance, 
with  arms  and  imperfect  equipments  for  a force  of 
about  fifty  thousand  men.  Your  attention  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  suggestion  of  the  commissa- 
ry general,  concerning  the  necessary  measures  for 
the  preservation  of  the  important  property  commit- 
ted to  his  care. 

I submit  herewith  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  the  executive  of  Virginia  and  my- 
self, on  the  subject  ofthe  demand  made  by  the  for- 
mer for  the  delivery  of  certain  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, charged  with  stealing  a negro  slave.  In  bring- 
ing the  subject  of  this  correspondence  before  your 
predecessors,  I observed  that  it  fell  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  executive  department,  and  that  the  du- 
ties of  that  department  arose  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  not  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  this  state.  Nevertheless, 
the  respect  I owed  to  the  executive  of  Virginia,  and 
to  the  legislature  of  this  state,  induced  me  to  sub- 
mit my  action  for  the  information  of  the  legislature. 
The  governor  of  Virginia,  by  direction  of  the  legis- 
lature of  that  state,  subsequently  transmitted  to  me 
certain  resolutions  of  that  body,  with  a request  that 
I would  lay  the  same  before  the  legislature  of  this 
atate.  I was  at  the  same  time  requested  by  the  ex- 
ecutive of  Virginia  to  review  the  position  which  I 
had  taken.  Both  these  wishes  were  complied  with, 
and  with  what  results  will  appear  in  the  correspon- 
dence now  submitted.  I have  thought  it  mivht  not 
be  uninteresting  to  the  legislature  to  receive” also  a 
copy  of  a special  message  by  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia to  the  legislature  of  that  state,  together  with 
a copy  of  a circular  leit-er  addressed  by  that  func- 
tionary to  the  governors  of  the  slaveholding  states. 

In  discharging  the  constitutional  duty  of  recom- 
mending such  measures  as  are  deemed  expedient,  1 
shall  have  occasion  sometimes  to  refer  to  views  sub. 
mitted  to  your  predecessors,  and  to  past  legislation. 

It  has  been  recommended  that  the  legislature 
should  insist  upon  the  payment  by  the  federal  go- 
vernment qf  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus 
revenues,  and  require  a relinquishment  by  congress 
ofall  claims  for  a reimbursement  of  the  moneys 
constituting  the  United  States  deposife  fund.  The 
moneys  deposited  w ith  the  states  were  derived  from 
imposts  and  from  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
were  the  property  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  when  the  distri- 
bution was  made,  it  was  well  understood  by  con- 
gress, that  tlie  form  of  a deposite  was  adopted,  only 
to  save  the  bill  from  the  veto  of  the  federal  execu- 
tive. Nor  is  it  less  apparent  that  the  several  legis- 
latures, in  disposing  of  the  funds  deposited,  by  no 
means  contemplated  a contingency  in  which  they 
should  be  repaid  to  the  geneial  government,  In 
the  last  message  of  the  president,  and  in  the  report 
ofthe  secretary  of  I he  treasury,  this  deposite  is  al. 
Inded  to  as  a part  of  the  resources  of  the  treasury 
which  has  laid  uncalled  for  during  a long  period  of 
fiscal  embarrassments;  although  congress  subse- 
quently to  the  distribution,  expressly  prohibited  the 
secretary  from  demanding  the  moneys  without  its 
express  authority.  Having  observed  with  much 
pleasure,  the  introduction  into  the  house  of  repre- 
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sentatives  of  a bill  which  would  carry  info  effect 
the  views  I have  heretofore  presented  to  the  legis- 
lature, I again  respectfully  submit  the  inquiry,  whe- 
ther the  people  of  New'  York  expect  to  withdraw 
from  the  support  and  endowment  of  common  schools 
and  other  seminaries  of  learning,  the  sum  of  four 
millions  of  dollars  thus  derived,  and  pay  it  into  a 
treasury  which,  when  well  managed,  overflow's  with 
the  tributes  of  their  own  commerce. 

After  the  canal  tolls,  our  chief  sources  of  revenue 
are  the  duties  upon  auction  sales,  and  upon  the  ma- 
nufacture of  salt  at  the  salt  springs.  Previous  to 
1838,  such  sales  were  required  to  be  made  by  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  governor  and  senate.  It  was 
justly  urged  against  that  system,  that  it  was  a mo- 
nopoly injurious  to  trade,  and  that  it  unnecessarily 
increased  the  patronage  of  the  executive,  and  it 
was  therefore  abolished.  It  has  been  thought  wor- 
thy of  inquiry,  whether  the  plan  now'  pursued  is  not 
defective  in  provisions  for  securing  the  payment  of 
the  duties  constituting  the  revenue. 

The  salt  springs  furnish  a supply  of  water  ample 
for  the  production  of  hall  a million  of  bushels  of  salt 
annually;  but  the  demand  within  the  regions  de- 
pendent upon  them,  scarcely  exceeds  half  that  quan- 
tity. It  has  been  believed  that  by  a judicious  re- 
duction of  canal  tolls  upon  the  salt  manufactured 
from  the  water  of  those  springs,  the  market  might 
be  extended,  the  manufacture  increased,  and  conse- 
quently the  revenue  of  the  slate  augmented.  To 
these  suggestiorrs,  I respectfully  add  that  of  a ne- 
gotiation upon  some  equal  basis  with  the  state  ot 
Ohio,  for  a reduction  of  tolls  upon  our  salt  trans- 
ported upon  the  canals  of  that  state,  w'hich  might  be 
reciprocated  by  a reduction  of  our  tolls  upon  coal 
and  other  minerals  from  Ohio. 

It  was  submitted  to  your  predecessors  that  the 
administration  of  justice  was  hindered  and  delayed, 
and  rendered  oppressive  by  reason  of  the  defective 
organization  of  the  courts  of  law  and  equity;  that 
the  court  of  chancery  was  incompetent  to  its  im- 
portant duties;  that  causes  remained  on  its  calendar 
more  than  two  years;  that  its  patronage  and  power 
were  too  great  to  be  reposed  in  a single  judge;  that 
the  supreme  court  was  oppressed  with  business, 
and  could  not  perform  it  with  the  deliberation  and 
despatch  required  by  the  public  welfare;  that  courts 
of  common  pleas  bad  in  a great  degree  been  desert- 
ed by  suitors,  and  had  the  form  and  organization  of 
courts  of  justice,  while  they  enjoyed  little  of  the 
popular  respect  due  to  such  tribunals,  and  perform- 
ed few  of  their  important  functions;  and  that  the 
compensation  heretofore  paid  to  registers  and  clerks 
in  chancery,  and  to  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court, 
to  county  clerks,  surrogates,  notaries  and  supreme 
court  commissioners  tor  their  services,  to  attorneys 
in  the  collection  of  debts,  arid  to  solicitors,  counsel- 
lors and  masters,  in  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages, 
was  disproportioned  to  the  services  actually  render- 
ed, and  was  unnecessarily  increased  by  the  prolixity 
and  tediousness  of  legal  loans  and  proceedings.  It 
was  proposed  to  reorganize  the  court  of  chancery 
and  the  supreme  court,  to  restore  the  efficiency  and 
usefulness  of  the  courls  of  common  pleas,  to  en- 
large the  jurisdiction  ot  the  justices’  courts,  to  in- 
troduce greater  simplicity  and  brevily  into  legal 
proceedings,  and  to  reduce  the  fees  of  the  various 
public  officers  to  such  a scale  as  would  afford  just 
compensation  for  necessary  services.  Although  the 
necessity  of  reorganizing  the  higher  courts  was  ear- 
nestly insisted  upon  by  my  predecessor  as  well  as 
by  myself,  lias  engaged  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  several  years,  and  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  reference  to  the  judiciary  and  to  a special 
commission;  yet  such  have  been  the  difficulties  at- 
tending any  improvement,  that  it  has  been  left  to 
your  consideration. 

The  only  measures  which  have  been  adopted  were 
temporary  laws  directing  the  appointment  of  two 
vice-chancellors  in  the  first  circuit,  one  in  the 
eighth,  and  an  additional  judge  of  the  court  ol 
common  pleas  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  le- 
gislature of  1839,  reduced  the  fees  and  emoluments 
of  registers  and  clerks  in  the  court  of  chancery  by 
a law  which  diminished  the  aggregate  compensation 
annually  paid  to  those  officers  by  about  the  sum  of 
$•30,000, 

The  legislature  of  1840,  entitled  itself  to  the  last- 
ing gratitude  of  the  people,  by  benign  measures 
designed  to  produce  reform  in  legal  proceedings.  It 
dissolved  the  connection  between  judges  of  county 
courts  and  boards  of  supervisors,  in  tile  appointment 
of  county  treasurers  and  county  superintendent  of 
the  poor;  a connection  by  which  judges  were  made 
partizans,  and  the  power  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment was  exercised  to  defeat  ttie  will  of  the  peonle 
in  the  selectisn  of  those  legal  functionaries.  The 
office  of  commissioner  of  deeds  was  abolished,  ex  1 
cept  in  cities:  its  duties  were  devolved  upon  justices 
of  the  peace,  while  the  fees  allowed  for  those  duties 
were  diminished;  and  thus  an  office  was  dispersed 


with,  in  which  there  were  about  three  thousand  in- 
cumbents, and  the  burthens  of  the  people  were  sen- 
sibly diminished.  A law  was  also  passed  requiring 
all  judgments  designed  to  effect  any  real  estate,  to 
be  docketed  in  the  county  in  which  such  real  estate 
is  situated.  The  measure  has  relieved  the  aliena- 
tion ot  land  of  onerous  charges,  and  much  inconve- 
nience, and  has  removed  one  of  the  causes  which 
diverted  business  from  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
into  the  supreme  court.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices 
courts  was  extended,  so  as  to  include  controversies 
where  the  amount  involved  does  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  pro- 
gress of  these  domestic  tribunals  in  the  favor  and 
confidence  of  the  people.  Their  jurisdiction  was 
originally  limited  to  demands  not  exceeding  five 
pounds  or  twelve  dollars  arid  a half.  By  other  laws, 
the  legislature  reduced  the  fees  of  many  other  of- 
ficers, and  diminished  the  average  cost  of  foreclo- 
sure of  mortgages  to  a sum  two- thirds  less  than  un- 
der the  former  system,  that  of  collecting  debts  in 
actions  not  litigated  to  a sum  of  three- fourths  less, 
and  the  costs  in  litigated  suits  to  an  amount  one- 
third  less. 

While  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  measures 
were  in  principle  just,  and  that  the  reform  which 
lias  been  accomplished  was  necessary,  it  is  com- 
plained by  many  who  are  conversant  with  the  prac- 
tice of  the  courts,  that  some  of  the  laws  which  have 
been  passed  are  imperfect,  liable  to  be  evaded,  and 
in  some  respects  unequal  in  their  operation.  Such 
a result  is  by  no  means  improbable.  There  are  few 
of  the  works  of  man  which  are  not  susceptible  of  im- 
provement; and  certainly  all  experience  has  shown 
tiiat  laws  seldom  form  an  exception  if  the  system 
which  has  been  substituted  in  the  place  of  one  that 
has  long  prevailed,  is,  in  any  material  respect,  de- 
fective or  unjust.  I doubt  not  that  it  wiil  afford 
much  pleasure  to  make  the  necessary  amendment. 

The  charitable  institutions  under  the  patronage 
of  the  state,  have  heretofore  been  commended  by 
me  to  the  legislature;  and  I am  happy  to  acknow- 
ledge that  no  appeal  made  in  their  behalf,  has  been 
denied.  It  wasw  suggested  in  1839,  that  the  inte- 
rests of  the  state  required  the  visitation  of  the  insti- 
tution lor  the  deaf  and  dumb.  The  superintendent 
of  the  common  schools  was  very  properly  charged 
with  that  duty. 

In  regard  to  our  penitentiaries  it  has  been  main- 
tained that  discipline  ought  to  be  tempered  with 
kindness,  and  that  moral  influences  should  be  em- 
ployed to  secure  the  submission  and  promote  the 
reformation  of  convicts.  Although  some  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  this  respect,  more  may  yet 
be  accomplished.  It  is  too  often  forgotten  that  the 
object  chiefly  contemplated  in  the  adoption  of  our 
penitentiary  system  was  the  reformation  of  offenders. 
This  object  derives  its  importance  from  considera- 
tions of  prudence,  as  well  as  of  philanthropy.  The 
unreforinqd  convict,  after  being  released,  spends  a 
brief  period  in  committing  depredations  upon  socie- 
ty, and  in  corrupting  youth,  and  then  returns  to  the 
prison  to  exercise  a vicious  influence  upon  hia  fel- 
low prisoners.  Reformation  can  seldom  be  expect- 
ed, without  addressing  the  mind.  I would  have  the 
school  room  in  the  prison  fitted  as  carefully  as  the 
solitary  cell  and  the  work  shop,  and  although  at- 
tendance there  cannot  be  so  frequent,  I would  have 
it  quite  as  regular. 

The  recent  establishment  of  a separate  institution 
for  female  prisoners,  under  the  management  of  one 
of  their  own  sex,  reflects  much  honor  upon  (he 
state;  and  I am  happy  to  add  that  it  has  realized  the 
expectations  of  the  legislature.  Females  convicted 
within  the  district  from  which  criminals  are  receiv- 
ed at  the  Auburn  prison,  are  now  sent  to  that  peni- 
tentiary, where  they  remain  until  an  executive  or- 
der is  made  for  conveying  them  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  such  an  order  cannot  be  made  for  less  than  ten 
convicts.  This  temporary  imprisonment  offemales 
in  the  prison  at  Auburn  operates  harshly  towards 
them,  anJ  is  inconvenient  j.n  regard  to  tiie  manage- 
ment ol  that  institution.  I respectfully  recommend 
that  the  law  be  modified  so  that  females  be  directly 
conveyed  to  their  proper  penitentiary.  The  chief 
obstacle  to  a reformation  of  this  class  of  offenders 
is  the  inflexibility  with  which  society  rejects  them 
after  their  season  of  penance  is  past.  While  the 
cause  of  public  morals  requires  their  exclusion  at 
least  until  they  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  ol 
reformation,  humanity  and  expediency  unite  in  re- 
commending proper  efforts  to  suslain  those  who  are 
truly  reformed. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a retreat  might  be 
provided  lor  them  at  Mount  Pleasant,  where,  under 
ihe  care  ol  benevolent  females,  they  might  maintain 
themselves  by  labor  until  by  good  conduct  they 
should  become  entitled  to  employment  elsewhere. 
Such  a plan  must  necessarily  be  left  to  private  libe- 
raliiy,  and  I am  informed  that  such  liberality  is 
awakened  to  the  undertaking,  and  ready  to  engage 


in  it,  if  a proper  edifice  can  be  obtained.  There  is 
a building  which  belongs  to  the  state,  situated  near 
the  prison,  and  now  of  very  little  use,  which  might 
be  devoted  to  this  humant  purpose,  at  least  until  the 
experiment  can  be  tested.  The  whole  number  of 
male  convicts  in  the  stale  prisons  is  1,423,  of  whom 
1,153  are  white,  270  are  colored  persons.  The 
number  ol  female  convicts  is  74,  of  whom  40  are 
white  and  34  are  colored.  The  sex  has  a just  claim 
to  extraordinary  effort  for  the  reformation  of  the 
small  number  of  persons  it  furnishes  to  our  prisons. 

The  success  which  has  crowned  the  benevolent 
efforts  of  the  founders  of  the  house  of  refuge,  has 
induced  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  profitable  to 
establish  a similar  institution  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state,  where  the  subject  of  its  discipline  could 
be  maintained  at  much  less  expense  than  in  the  city 
of  New  Y"ork. 

The  law  which  authorised  the  imprisonment  of 
non-resident  debtors,  against  whom  no  fraud  was 
alledged,  was  repealed  at  the  last  session  upon  the 
ground  that  tiie  practice  operated  injuriously  to 
trade,  and  was  inconsistent  with  the  benign  spiiit 
of  our  code.  There  remains  now  only  one  relic  of 
that  usage  in  this  state.  Imprisonment  for  debt 
is  allowed  in  actions  brought  in  the  federal  courts; 
and  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  our  jails,  designed 
only  for  the  custody  of  criminals,  are  permitted  to 
he  used  as  prisons  for  the  confinement  of  debtors 
under  process  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  If  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  no  princi- 
ple of  the  federal  union  requires  us  to  extend  our 
courtesy  so  for,  we  shall  no  longer  vvilness  the  im- 
prisonment of  honest,  but  unfortunate  debtors,  with 
the  sanction  of  this  stale. 

The  legislature  at  its  last  session,  communicated 
to  our  representatives  the  opinion,  that  congress 
was  imperatively  required  to  exercise  its  constitu- 
tional power  of  passing  uniform  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcy.  I beg  leave  to- refer  you  to  the 
views  of  that  interesting  subject  which  were  sub- 
mitted to  your  predecessors,  and  to  suggest  a re- 
newal of  instructions  during  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

Our  currency  was  sustained  in  1839  and  1840, 
during  a period  of  suspension  in  most  other  states. 
For  this  advantage  we  are  indebted  to  a supervi- 
sion of  the  banks,  to  the  establishment  of  a free 
banking  system,  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  prohibit- 
ing the  circulatior^-of  small  bills,  and  to  the  law  of 
the  last  legislature  regulating  the  redemption  of 
banks  notes.  The  policy  found  most  conducive  to 
the  public  welfare,  has  been  to  desist  equally  from 
increasing  the  number  of  chartered  banks,  and  from 
legislation  hostile  to  those  in  existence;  to  correct 
defects  in  the  new  system  of  free  banking,  and  to 
give  it  a fair  trial;  to  require  of  all  banking  institu- 
tions and  associations,  not  only  a prompt  redemp- 
tion of  their  circulating  notes,  but  also  that  such 
notes  shall  be  at  all  times  kept  in  good  credit  through- 
out the  state.  These  views  having  prevailed  in 
the  legislature  during  the  last  two  years,  the  pub- 
lic inconveniences  which  heretofore  existed,  luivp 
ceased;  and  it  has  happened  tor  the  first  time  with- 
in thirty  years,  that  the  legislature  is  relieved  alike 
from  applications  for  banking  privileges,  and  from 
complaints  against  those  by  whom  such  privileges 
are  held. 

While  the  most  careless  observer  can  scarcely 
fail  to  perceive  that  political  power  in  this  country 
resides  chiefly  with  that  portion  of  the  people  which 
is  engaged  in  agriculture — he  who  studies  the  ope- 
ration of  our3ystem  will  find  in  the  influence  of 
the  agricultural  classes  a guaranty  of  peace,  good 
order  and  the  stability  of  our  institutions.  It  might 
therefore  be  expected,  that  the  policy  of  our  go- 
vernment would  be  such  as  to  favor  the  fit st  and 
most  important  department  of  national  industry. 
But  no  such  favor  has  been  extended;  at  least  to 
the  agriculture  which  employs  free  labor.  Our 
workshops  are  chiefly  in  Europe;  ami  yet  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  grain  growing  states  are  virtually 
excluded  from  European  markets  by  the. operation 
of  corn  laws.  Nor  is  this  all.  We  import  pro- 
ductions similar  to  Ihose  of  our  own  soil;  hemp 
from  Russia,  wine  and  silks  from  France,  wool  from 
Spain,  and  linen  liom  Great  Britain.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature  has  been  called  lo  the  sub- 
ject of  agriculture,  less  from  a hope  that  direct  re- 
lief could  be  afforded,  than  under  a belief  that  our 
fellow  citizens  engaged  in  its  pursuits  might  be  as- 
sisted in  gaining  the  attention  of  Ihe  federal  go- 
vernment. Two  plans  for  promoting  agricultural 
improvement  have  engaged  public  attention.  One 
contemplates  the  foundation  of  agricultural  socie- 
ties, upon  the  model  of  that  established  in  Berk- 
shire county,  in  Massachusetts.  Associations  of 
this  kind  have  been  heretofore  formed  in  this  and 
many  other  stales,  and  have  been  productive  of 
very  beneficial  results.  The  other  plan  proposed 
the  establishment  of  a board  of  agriculture;  and 
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was  advocated  by  an  eminent  citizen,  now  deceas- 
ed, who  adorned  his  life  and  enriched  the  state 
by  studies  exclusively  practical,  and  eminently  use- 
ful. 

We  have  many  earnest  admoniiions  against  a state 
debt  and  against  a national  debt,  from  those  to  whom 
this  generation  is  indebted  for  all  its  experience  of 
either.  But  I confess  that  the  debt  which  it  seems  to 
me  ought  most  car -fully  to  be  avoided,  is  that  which 
results  from  an  unrestricted  importation  of  foreign 
luxuries,  without  an  equivalent  exportation  of  agri- 
cultural productions  in  exchange.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  state,  alone,  pay'  annually'  for  foreign  wines, 
more  than  the  interest  upon  the  cost  of  all  its  canals 
and  rail  roads,  and  for  foreign  silks  an  amount  not 
IeS9  than  the  original  cost  of  the  Erie  canal. 
Two  provinces  in  Italy,  with  a population  less  than 
that  of  this  state,  and  a climate  represented  as  less 
genial  to  the  mulberry  and  silk  worm,  export  silk 
of  the  value  annually  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars.  I cannot  believe  that  our  country,  and  es- 
pecially this  state,  will  always  be  content  to  retain 
its  tributary  condition.  1 have  observed  with  plea- 
sure that  the  school  district  library  now  in  the  course 
ot  publication  by  the  enterprising  Harpers,  contains 
several  interesting  and  instructive  treaties  upon  po- 
litical economy  and  agriculture,  which  cannot  be 
without  their  just  intiuence.  Tile  fruits  of  the  seed 
thus  scattered,  are  sure  to  be  gathered.  It  is  only  to 
be  regretted  that  this  generation  should  notallow  it- 
self to  anticipate  them. 

It  was  submitted  to  your  prodecessors,  that  while 
we  are  obliged  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to 
Pr  eserve  an  extended  a id  inconvenient  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia,  it  would  be  just  and  consonant 
with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  that  the  taxes 
and  burthens  of  the  service  should  be  reduced  and 
equalized.  Our  fellow  citizens  are  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  such  a reform  in  the  reduction  of  military  fines, 
which  was  effected  by  a law  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

The  rank  and  file  of  the  militia  are  mustered  twice 
in'each  year,  once  by  regiments,  and  once  by  com- 
panies, lor  the  purpose  of  inspection,  review  and 
martial  exercise.  These  parades  would,  perhaps, 
be  less  inconvenient  if  they  were  ordered  on  conse- 
cutive days.  Experience,  however,  has  proved  that 
they  are  entirely  insufficient  for  instructions  in  mi- 
litary science.  The  number  of  days  assigned  for 
such  duty  will  certainly  not  be  increased.  The 
law  of  congress  would  be  complied  with  by  an  an- 
nual muster  for  inspection  on  one  day  only;  and  for 
this  inspection,  a parade  by  companies  would  be 
more  convenient  than  one  by  regiments.  Uniformed 
volunteer  companies  might  be  safely  relied  upon  for 
police,  and  the  lormation  of  such  companies  would 
be  encouraged  by  abridging  their  term  of  service, 
and  by  furnishing  them  with  arms  from  the  state 
arsenal  under  proper  restrictions.  This  would  not 
affect  the  law  prescribing  the  drills  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  musicians;  and  it  might 
be  beneficial  to  extend  to  this  class  some  or  alf  of 
the  privileges  allowed  to  uniform  companies.  Re- 
gimental courts  martial  are  inconvenient  and  op- 
pressive. If  the  commandant  of  each  company 
were  required  to  report  all  delinquencies  to  a justice 
of  the  peace,  that  officer  could  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  imposing  and  collecting  the  penalties  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

It  is  a well  settled  principle  of  the  society  of 
Friends,  that  its  members  can  neither  conscientious- 
ly bear  arms,  nor  contribute  for  military  purposes. 
The  constitution  defers  to  these  scruples,  by  exempt- 
ing those  who  entertain  them  from  the  perform- 
ance of  military  duty;  but  it  exacts  a commutation, 
the  avails  of  which  the  law  directs  shall  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  the  militia  system.  To  this  com- 
munication the  Friends  raise  the  same  conscientious 
objection,  and  urge  it  in  a manner  sufficiently  gene- 
ral and  persevering  to  show  that  it  is  neither  tempo- 
rary nor  capracious;  while  their  known  liberality 
proves  that  the  objection  does  notarise  from  any  un- 
willingness to  bear  an  equal  portion  of  the  burthens 
of  government. 

Every  year  produces  instances  in  which  the  pro- 
perty of  friends  is  sacrificed,  or  their  persons  im- 
prisoned for  conscience  sake.  In  such  cases,  I have 
never  refused  to  remit  the  penalties  imposed.  But 
such  a practice,  if  it  should  become  general,  would 
be  an  exercise  ot  the  pardoning  power  to  abrogate  a 
part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  state.  I am  aware 
that  the  question  has  its  difficulties.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  grievance  can  only  be  removed  by 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution;  and  there  is  not 
yet  any  sufficient  evidence  that  the  people  are  pre- 
pared to  make  this  concession  to  the  conscience  of 
those  who  ask  it  in  that  inoffensive  spirit  which 
marks  all  their  public  actions.  I assume  to  speak 
only  my  individual  sentiments,  when  I say  that  1 
respect  the  principle  out  of  which  the  difficulty 
crises.  Believing  that  war  is  the  chiefest  of  na- 


tional calamities,  I am  quite  willing  to  see  the  prin- 
ciple of  non-resistance  obtain  all  the  influence  it  is 
likely  to  acquire  in  this  country,  which,  above  all 
others,  needs  peace.  For  this  reason  as  well  as 
because  I regard  concessions  to  conscience  in  mat- 
ters not  affecting  public  morals,  as  essential  to  re- 
ligious liberty,  I should  cheerfully  consent  to  the 
amendment  of  the  constitution  in  this  respect. 

I have  on  all  proper  occasions  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  (he  legislature  to  the  violations  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  An  act  passed  in  1839  has  had  a 
beneficial  operation  in  preventing  what  was  called 
colonization  in  wards  and  towns,  and  in  securing  a 
more  satisfactory  scrutiny  into  the  qualification?  of 
persons  whose  right  to  vote  is  questioned  at  the 
polls.  The  act  of  1840  regulating  elections  in  the 
city  ot  New  York  has  been  universally  satisfacto- 
ry in  its  provisions  for  dividing  the  wards  into  elec- 
tion districts,  and  reducing  the  period  for  elec- 
tions to  one  day.  Although  the  registry  of  voters 
under  the  law  is  alleged  by  many  to  be  imperfect, 
and  by  others  has  been  deemed  altogether  unjust 
and  unnecessary,  I am  free  to  acknowledge  my 
conviction  that  it  has  excluded  many  illegal  votes; 
and  I am  not  possessed  of  any  satisfactory  evidence, 
that  its  operation  has  deprived  any  citizen  of  his 
suffrage. 

Legislation  concerning  the  elective  franchise 
ought  never  to  be  governed  by  partisan  views. — 
The  present  season  of  repose  from  political  contest 
is  favorable  to  the  adoption  of  measures  which  will 
be  satisfactory  to  all.  I recommend  that  the  time 
allowed  for  holding  the  general  election  and  for  the 
canvass  in  the  several  towns  be  reduced  to  one  day, 
and  that  to  facilitate  the  proceedings  and  promote 
the  convenience  of  voters,  the  town  and  wards  be 
divided  into  election  districts,  by  their  respective 
inspectors.  To  these  measures  it  will  be  proposed 
by  some  of  our  fellow  citizens  to  add  a registry  of 
voters  in  cities  and  villages,  while  o hers  will  desire 
its  extension  throughout  the  state.  The  principle 
involved  in  these  propositions  is  very  simple.  If  a 
law  establishing  a registry  can  be  passed,  which  in 
its  operation  will  exclude  no  legal  voters,  and  if  ille- 
gal voting  can  in  no  other  way  be  effectually  pre- 
vented, such  a measure  ought  to  be  adopted.  But  no 
law  ought  to  be  passed  which  will  cause  unnecessary 
inconvenience  to  legal  voters.  Your  better  acquaint- 
ance with  theexigenciesofthe  case  and  with  the  sen- 
timents of  our  fellow  citizens,  will  enable  you  to  dis- 
pose of  tiie  subject  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
general  welfare. 

I recommend  that  it  be  made  a felony  for  any  un- 
qualified person  wilfully  to  vote,  or  cause  his  name 
to  be  registered;  and  that  punishment  no  less  severe 
be  visited  upon  the  unworthy  citizen  who  shall  aid 
or  abet  such  crimes.  He  who  gives  and  he  who 
takes  a bribe  should  not  only  be  severely  punished, 
but  be  forever  disfranchised.  I recommend  that  the 
disfranchisement  in  such  cases  be  made  a part  of  the 
punishment  incident  to  conviction  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  incompetency  to  give  testimony  is  in  con- 
victions for  perjury. 

It  is  too  much  forgotten  that  in  establishing  uni- 
versal suffrage,  we  have  brought  into  operation  a 
new  element  of  government.  It  is  the  equal  distri- 
bution of  political  power  among  all  the  citizens  over 
whom  power  is  exercised.  Universal  suffrage  is  the 
condition  by  which  we  secure  universal  acquies- 
cence in  the  laws.  But  it  is  a mighty  element  of 
power,  and  requires  the  most  perfect  safeguards  to 
secure  its  conservative  and  rightful  action.  We 
must  not  only  establish  all  needful  safeguards,  but 
we  must  constantly  maintain  them,  and  after  all,  we 
must  look  more  to  the  moral  elevation  of  electors 
than  to  penal  enactments  to  secure  the  purity  ofelec- 
tious.  No  efforts  which  overlook  any  class  enjoying 
the  elective  franchise  can  be  effectual  to  accomplish 
this  great  object. 

Previous  to  1802  no  foreigner  could  be  naturaliz- 
ed until  after  a residence  of  fourteen  years.  No 
one  has  better  understood  the  tendency  of  republi- 
can institutions  or  entertained  more  just  views  of 
the  principles  upon  which  they  were  founded,  than 
the  illustrious  citizen  who  in  that  year  recommend- 
ed to  congress  an  amelioration  of  the  naturalization 
laws.  “Considering  the  ordinary  chances  of  hu- 
man life,”  he  observed,  “a  denial  of  citizenship  un- 
der a residence  of  fourteen  years,  is  a denial  to  a 
great  portion  of  tho3e  who  ask  it,  and  controls  a 
policy  pursued  from  their  first  settlement,  by  many 
of  the  states,  and  still  believed  to  be  of  consequence 
to  their  prosperity.  And  shall  we  refuse  the  un- 
happy fugitives  from  distress,  that  hospitality  which 
file  savages  of  the  wilderness  extended  to  our  fa- 
thers arriving  in  this  land?  Shall  oppressed  hu- 
manity find  no  asylum  on  the  globe?  The  constitu- 
tion has  wisely  provided  that  for  admission  to  cer- 
tain offices  ol  important  trust,  a residence  shall  be 
required  sufficient  to  develop  character  and  design. 
But  might  not  the  general  character  and  capabili- 


ties of  a citizen  be  safely  communicated  to  every 
one  manifesting  a bona  fide  purpose  of  embarking 
his  life  and  fortunes  permanently  with  us?”  In 
concurrence  with  these  suggestions,  congress  pass- 
ed the  act  now  in  force  concerning  naturalization. 
Probably  half  a million  of  persons  have  since  that 
time  complied  with  its  provisions,  and  secured  to 
themselves  the  rights  of  citizenship;  and  there  can- 
not now  be  less  than  half  that  number  of  electors 
of  foreign  birth  in  the  United  States.  This  class  is 
largely  increasing. 

The  number  of  emigrants  arrived  at  the  port  of 
New  York  in  1828,  was  about  twenty  thousand. 
The  number  in  1840,  was  sixty-one  thousand. 
Although  the  liberal  and  enlightened  opinions  of 
Jefferson  have  been  the  settled  policy  of  the  coun- 
try for  almost  forty  years,  yet  an  issue  is  still  main- 
tained upon  these  opinions  between  a portion  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  and  those  to  whom  the  law, 
passed  in  comformity  with  those  sentiments,  has 
given  a full  participation  in  our  political  rights  and 
privileges.  Hence  arise  mutual  jealousies.  The 
consequences  of  these  jealousies  are  seen  in  the 
separation  and  alienation  of  classes  having  common 
interests;  in  the  misfortunes  of  the  weaker,  in  ap- 
prehension of  insecurity  on  the  part  of  the  strong- 
er, and  in  the  demoralization  of  portions  of  both;  in 
frauds  at  elections  arid  fraudulent  proceedings  un- 
der the  naturalization  laws.  The  policy  and  mea- 
sures w hich  1 have  recommended  have  therefore 
had  for  their  object,  the  elevation  of  the  social  con- 
dition of  emigrants,  and  the  assimilation  of  their 
habits,  principles  and  opinions  with  our  own. 

Not  much  however  can  be  accomplished  by  le- 
gislation, to  effect  the  relations  between  masses  of 
; adult  citizens,  and  the  change  desired  in  this  re- 
spect, must  be  left  chiefly  to  time  and  the  operation 
of  our  institutions.  But  it  is  not  so  in  regard  to  the 
rising  generation.  Ttie  census  of  the  United  States 
is  said  to  show,  that  there  are  forty- three  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  white  persons  in 
this  state  who  have  passed  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
without  having  learned  to  read  and  write.  Let  us 
make  allowance  for  any  proportion  of  adult  fo- 
reigners, and  there  yet  remains  a large  number  of 
uneducated  native  citizens.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren now  growing  up  in  the  same  manner,  does  not 
fall  short  of  thirty  thousand.  These  are  the  off- 
springs, not  of  prosperity  and  affluence,  but  of  po- 
verty and  misfortune.  Knowing  from  the  records 
of  our  penitentiaries,  that  of  this  neglected  class, 
those  are  often  most  fortunate,  who  from  precocity 
in  vice,  secure  admission  into  the  house  of  refuge 
or  the  state  prison,  through  the  ways  of  crime  and 
knowledge  too  (hat  almost  every  application  for 
pardon,  is  urged  on  the  ground  of  neglected  educa- 
tion, I have  felt  it  an  imperative  duty  to  appeal  to 
the  legislature,  to  render  our  system  of  education  as 
comprehensive  as  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  es- 
tablished. 

Of  one  thousand  and  fifty-eight  children  in  the 
alms  house  of  the  city  of  New  York,  one-sixth 
part  is  of  American  parentage,  one-sixth  was  born 
abroad,  and  the  remainder  are  the  children  of  fo- 
reigners; and  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  children  in 
the  house  of  refuge,  more  than  one-half  were  either 
born  abroad,  or  of  foreign  parents.  The  poverty, 
misfortunes,  accidents  and  prejudices  to  which 
foreigners  are  exposed,  satisfactorily  account  to  my 
mind,  for  the  undue  proportion  ot  their  children  in 
the  neglected  class  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  was  called.  Although  the  excellent  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  city  of  New  York  are  open  to  all, 
and  hgve  long  afforded  gratuitous  instruction  to  all 
who  seek  it,  nevertheless  the  evils  there  exists  in  its 
greatest  magnitude.  Obviously,  therefore,  some- 
thing more  is  necessary  to  remove  it  than  has  yet 
been  done,  unless  we  assume  that  society  consents 
to  leave  it  without  a remedy.  These  circumstan- 
ces led  me  to  the  reflection,  that  possibly  a portion 
of  those  whom  other  efforts  had  failed  to  reach, 
might  be  brought  within  the  nurture  of  the  schools, 
by  employing  for  their  instruction  teachets  who, 
from  t heir  relations  towards  them,  might  be  ex- 
pected to  secure  their  confidence.  When  the  cen- 
sus of  1850  shall  be  taken,  I trust  it  will  show  that 
within  the  borders  of  the  state  of  New  York,  there 
is  no  child  of  sufficient  years  who  is  unable  to  read 
and  write.  I am  sure  it  will  then  be  acknowledged 
that  when,  ten  years  befoie,  there  were  thirty  thou- 
sand children  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice,  a 
suggestion  to  seek  them  wherever  found,  and  win 
them  to  the  ways  of  knowledge  and  virtue  by  per- 
suation,  sympathy  and  kindness,  was  prompted  by 
a sincere  desire  for  the  common  good. 

I have  no  pride  of  opinion  concerning  the  manner 
in  which  the  education  of  those  whom  I have 
brought  to  your  notice  shall  be  secured;  although  I 
might  derive  satisfaction  from  the  reflection  lha 
amid  abundant  misrepresentation  of  the  method 
suggested,  no  one  has  contended  that  it  would  be 
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ineffectual,  nor  has  any  other  plan  been  proposed. 

I observe,  on  the  contrary,  with  deep  regret,  that  the 
evil  still  remains  as  before;  and  the  question,  recurs, 
not  merely  how  cr  by  whom  shall  instruction  be 
given,  but  whether  it  shall  be  given  at  all,  or  be  al- 
together withheld.  Others  may  be  content  with  a 
system  that  erects  free  schools  and  offers  gratuitous 
instruction.  But  I trust  1 shall  be  allowed  to  enter- 
tain the  opinions  that  no  system  i3  perfect  that  does 
not  accomplish  what  it  proposes;  that  our  system  is 
therefore  deficient  in  comprehensiveness,  in  the  ex- 
act proportion  to  the  children  that  it  leaves  unedu- 
cated; that  knowledge,  however  acquired,  is  better 
than  ignorance;  and  that  neither  error,  accident  nor 
prejudice,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  deprive  the  state 
of  the  education  of  her  citizens.  Cherishing  such 
opinions,  I could  not  enjoy  the  consciousness  of 
having  discharged  my  duty,  if  any  effort  had  been 
omitted,  which  was  calculated  to  bring  within  the 
schools  all  who  are  destined  to  exercise  the  rights 
of  citizenship,  nor  shall  I feel  that  the  system  is  per- 
fect, or  liberty  safe,  until  that  objeet  be  accom- 
plished. 

Not  personally  concerned  about  such  misappre- 
hensions as  have  arisen,  but  desirous  to  remove 
every  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  so  impor- 
tant an  object,  I very  freely  declare  that  I seek  the 
education  of  those  whom  1 have  brought  before 
you,  not  to  perpetuate  any  prejudices  or  distinctions 
which  deprive  them  of  instruction,  but  in  disregard 
of  all  such  distinctions  and  prejudices.  I solicit 
their  education,  less  from  sympathy,  than  because 
the  welfare  of  the  state  demands  it,  and  cannot  dis- 
pense with  it.  As  native  citizens,  they  are  born  to 
the  right  of  suffrage.  I ask  that  they  may  at  least 
be  taught  to  read  and  write;  and  in  asking  this,  I 
require  no  more  for  them,  than  I have  deligently 
endeavored  to  secure  to  the  inmates  of  our  peniten- 
tiaries, who  have  forfeited  that  inestimable  franchise 
by  crime,  and  also  to  an  unfortunate  race,  which 
having  been  plunged  by  us  into  degradation  and  ig- 
norance, has  been  excluded  from  the  franchise  by 
an  arbitrary  property  qualification  incongruous  with 
all  our  institutions. 

I have  not  recommended,  nor  do  I seek  the  edu- 
cation of  any  class  in  foreign  languages,  or  in  par- 
ticular creeds  or  faith;  but  fully  believing  with  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  even 
error  mav  be  safely  tolerated,  where  reason  is  left 
free  to  combat  it;  and  therefore  indulging  no  appre- 
hensions from  the  influence  of  any  language  or  creed 
among  an  enlightened  people,  I desire  the  education 
of  the  entire  rising  generation  in  all  the  elements  of 
knowledge  we  possess,  and  in  that  tongue  which  is 
the  universal  language  of  our  countrymen.  To  me 
the  most  interesting  of  all  our  republican  institu- 
tions, is  the  common  school.  I seek  not  to  disturb, 
in  any  manner,  its  peaceful  and  assiduous  exercises, 
and  least  of  all,  with  contentions  about  faith  ,or 
forms?  I desire  the  education  of  all  the  children  in 
the  commonwealth  in  morality  and  virtue,  leaving 
matters  of  conscience  where,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty  established  by 
pur  constitution  and  laws,  they  rightfully  belong. 

The  policy  of  the  state  in  regard  to  internal  im- 
provements has  been  a subject  of  much  difficulty. 
In  1839,  the  state  having  completed  the  Erie  and 
Champlain,  the  Chenango,  the  Oswego,  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca,  the  Chemung  and  the  Crooked  Lake 
canals,  anrj  thus  open  to  the  city  of  New  York  an 
inland  navigation  of  four  thousand  five  hundred 
miles;  was  lound  engaged  in  enlarging  the  Erie  ca- 
nal to  the  dimensions  of  seventy  feet  in  width  by 
seven  feet  in  depth,  in  making  the  Genesee  valley 
and  Black  river  canals,  and  in  aiding  by  the  loan  of 
its  credit,  the  construction  of  the  New  York  and 
Erie,  the  Auburn  and  Syracuse,  the  Ithaca  and  Os- 
wego and  the  Catskill  and  Canajoharie  rail  road3. 

The  report  of  the  comp'troller  showed  that  the 
debt  which  had  been  contracted  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  was  virtually 
paid,  that  the  liabilities  for  the  completed  lateral 
canals  were  about  three  and  a half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which,  added  to  the  remaining  debt  of  the 
state,  exclusive  of  debls  assumed  for  the  unfinished 
works,  made  an  aggregate  of  four  and  a half  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  estimated  expense  of  the 
works  in  progress,  as  appeared  by  the  report  of  the 
canal  commissioners,  was  about  fifteen  and  a half 
million  of  dollars,  which,  if  added  to  the  existing 
debt,  would  have  made  an  aggregate  of  about  twen- 
ty millions,  the  annual  interest  of  which  would  be 
one  million.  The  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection,  had 
increased  from  $S39,925  in  1826,  to  $1,504,384  in 
1836,  and  although  the  tolls  were  diminished  during 
the  commercial  revulsion  of  1837  and  1838,  yet 
their  future  increase  could  hot  be  a matter  of  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  equally  certain  that  they  vyould  be 
accelerated  and  augmented  by  the  growth  of  the 
trade  from  the  western  3tates,  and  by  the  reduction  [ 


of  the  expense  of  navigating  the  Erie  canal  when  it 
should  be  enlarged. 

The  canal  commissioners  communicated  to  the 
legislature  their  opinion,  that  in  a few  years  after 
the  completion  of  the  enlargement,  the  tolls  would 
amount  to  three  millions  of  dollars.  If  from  this 
sum  even  one  million  of  dollars  were  to  be  allowed 
for  the  expense  of  superintendence  and  repairs,  the 
enlarged  Erie  canal  would  yield  a revenue  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  double  the  amount  required  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  of  twenty  miilions  of 
dollars.  The  annual  nett  revenue  of  the  state,  after 
the  completion  of  the  enlargement,  would  there- 
fore be  one  million  of  dollars.  The  view  thus  taken 
in  1839,  of  the  existing  and  anticipated  condition  of 
the  state,  was  regarded  by  me  as  justifying  the  vi- 
gorous prosecution  of  the  public  works,  and  the 
expression  of  a confident  hope,  that  the  time  had 
come  when  the  state  might  realize  the  long  cherish- 
ed expectation  of  an  extension  of  her  system,  of 
internal  improvements.  Experience  has  fully  con- 
firmed the  positions  then  assumed,  so  far  as  they 
depended  on  the  revenue  from  tile  canals.  The 
tolls,  during  the  season  of  navigation  in  1840,  were 
$1,775,747  57. 

The  legislature  of  1836  had  directed  stocks  to  be 
issued  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of  the  G*enesee 
valley  and  Black  river  canals;  and  the  legislature 
of  1838,  under  an  earnest  recommendation  by  my 
predecessor  of  a vigorous  and  spee’dy  prosecution  of 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  had  appropriated 
four  millions  of  dollars  (o  that  object.  The  canal 
commissioners,  under  the  express  direction  of  the 
legislature,  to  put  under  contract,  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible,  such  portions  as  would  best  secure 
the  completion  of  the  entire  enlargement  with  double 
locks  on  the  whole  line,  had  made  contracts  for  one 
half  of  the  whole  improvement. 

Those  who  in  1839  came  into  the  conduct  of  pub- 
lic affairs  addressed  themselves  in  good  faith  to  the 
performance  of  their  duties  in  regard  to  the  public 
works.  A sudden  change,  however,  then  occurred. 
The  official  report  of  the  retiring  comptroller,  in- 
stead of  the  glowing  view  of  the  fiscal  condition  of 
the  state,  which  had  in  1836  induced,  the  legislature 
to  undertake  the  construction  of  three  stupendous 
works,  and  had  impelled  the  legislature  of  1838  to 
expedite  the  prosecution  of  that  one  which  was 
more  expensive  than  all  the  improvements  .which 
the  state  had  made,  exhibited  a dark  picture  of 
irredeemable  debt  and  perpetual  taxation. 

The  policy  to  which,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
previous  administration,  the  state  was  committed 
and  to  which  it  had  already  devoted  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  besides  pledging  its  credit  in  aid  of 
associated  enterprise  to  the  extent  of  four  and  a half 
millions  was  now  represented  as  involving  the  peo- 
ple in  a debt  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  what 
was  still  more  extraordinary,  all  the  responsibility 
of  the  policy  was  assigned,  not  to  the  administration 
under  whose  auspices  it  had  been  adopted  or  to  the 
legislatures  of  1836  and  1838  by  whom  all  the  ap- 
propriations had  been  made,  but  to  an  administra- 
tion upon  which  had  devolved  the  duty  of  finishing 
works  long  before  begun,  by  which  no  money  had 
been  expended,  and  under  which  no  appropriation 
had  been  made.  In  his  report  of  1839  the  disco- 
very was  promulgated  by  the  late  comptroller,  that 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  whose  revenues 
had  been  relied  upon  by  the  legislatures  of  J836 
and  1838  as  justifying  an  expenditure  of  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  in  new  enterprises,  had  never 
yielded  a revenue  equal  to  the  interest  on  their 
cost.  Although  the  dimensions  of  the  enlarged 
canal  had  in  1835  been  fixed  at  seventy  feet  in 
width  by  seven  feet  in  depth,  and  although  one-half 
of  this  great  work  was  under  contract,  it  was  pre- 
tended to  be  further  discovered  that  the  enlarge- 
ment had  been  undertaken  upon  a scale  absurd°in 
magnitude  and  protligate  in  expense. 

It  iyas  proposed  to  reduce  the  dimensions  ot  the 
enlargement  to  sixty  feet  in  width  and  six  feet  in 
depth,  and  it  was  contended  that  no  enlargement 
whatever  would  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
trade  for  a period  of  ten,  twenty  or  thirty  years.  It 
was  maintained  by  the  opponents  of  internal  im- 
provement that  the  construction  of  the  Black  river 
and  Genesee  vailey  canajs  and  maintenance  of  the 
faith  of  the  legislature,  pledged  in  1838  to  the  New 
York  and  Erie  rail  road  company,  were  in  policy  as 
inconsistent  with  the  true  interests  of  the  state  and 
as  useless  and  dangerous  as  would  be  the  creation 
of  titles  of  nobility  with  patents  of  numerous  landed 
estates  requiring  an  outlay  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  and  an  annual  stipend  of  more  than  one 
million  to  be  raised  by  taxes  upon  the  people.  It 
vvas  also  insisted  that  the  first  business  of  legisla- 
tion should  be  to  repeal  the  jaws  authorising  the  con- 
struction ot  the  Genesee  valley  and  Black  river 
canqls,  and  also  the  laws  authorising  loans  to  canals 


and  rail  road  companies,  to  stop  the  enlargement 
of  the  Erie  canal  or  circumscribe  it  within  reasona- 
ble bounds,  to  raise  the  tolls  on  the  lateral  canals  so 
that  the  revenues  from  those  canals  might  pay  the 
interest  on  their  cost  and  the  annual  expenses  of  their 
repairs,  and  to  relinquish  such  ot  them  as  could  not 
be  made  to  do  so. 

And  all  this  was  urged  as  if  the  sudden  abandon- 
ment of  those  enterprises  would  not  involve  in 
wretchedness  thousands  of  families,  and  as  if  our 
state,  whose  successful  policy  bad  been  adopted  as 
a model  by  other  states,  and  had  elicited  the  admi- 
ration of  mankind,  has  suddenly  become  destitute 
of  wisdom,  honor  and  good  faith.  History  may 
safely  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  assigning  the  rea- 
sons for  such  singular  inconsistencies.  It  is  neces- 
sary, however,  for  the  present  purpose  to  observe 
that  the  same  canal  commissioners  who  had  in  1836 
estimated  the  cost  of  the  works  which  the  state 
then  assumed  at  fifteen  and  a half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, when  required  in  1839  to  re-examine  their 
estimates,  reported  the  cost  of  the  same  works  at 
thirty  and  a half  millions,  and  that  consequently 
the  debt  to  which  the  slate  had  become  commit- 
ted rose  from  twenty  millions  to  thirty-five  mil- 
lions, requiring  an  annual  expenditure  for  interest, 
of  one  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  discovery  of  this  extraordinory  error  in  the 
estimates  of  the  commissioners  happened  in  a con- 
juncture when,  although  the  credit  of  many  of  the 
states  was  brought  to  a crisis,  the  spirit  of  internal 
improvement,  pervaded  the  community,  and  our  fel- 
low citizens,  relying  upon  the  views  of  our  resources 
before  presented,  were  looking  confidently  to  the 
public  treasury,  for  appropriations  to  various  im- 
provements in  which  they  justly  felt  an  absorbing 
interest.  The  immediate  results  at  home  and  abroad 
were  a severe  shock  to  confidence  in  the  faith  of 
the  state  and  alarm  for  its  ultimate  solvency,  jea- 
lousies in  each  region  in  regard  to  improvements 
immediately  beneficial  to  others,  and  impatience 
in  every  portion  of  the  state  for  such  immediate 
and  large  appropriations  as  would  secure  the  con- 
struction of  favorable  works  before  the  apprehend- 
ed catastrophe  should  take  place.  It  was  doubted 
for  a time  whether  the  tendency  of  all  this  was 
to  a desperate  compromise,  by  .reckless  expendi- 
ture, or  to  an  immediate  suspension  of  all  public 
works. 

The  policy  recommended  in  this  energency  was 
to  retrench  expenditures,  ami  persevere  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  public  works  with  moderation  and 
economy,  to  refer  the  plans  of  all  the  unfinished  im- 
provements, including  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
canal,  to  competent  engineers,  to  ascertain  what 
portions  of  the  same  might  be  delayed  witliout  de- 
triment to  the  public  interest,  and  what  expense 
might  be  saved  by  executing  other  portions  in  a man- 
ner equally  effective,  but  more  plain  and  economical, 
and  to  establish  a canal  board  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  erroneous  estimates  and  inconsiderate 
legislation.  It  vvas  moreover  especially  insisted, 
that,  with  a view  to  guard  against  a dangerous  in- 
crease of  debt  and  the  possibility  of  taxation,  all 
issues  of  stock  should  thenceforth  be  so  limited  that 
the  whole  debt  of  the  stale  should  at  all  times  be 
kept  within  such  bounds,  that  the  interest  on  it 
should  not  exceed  the  nett  revenue  from  canal  tolls, 
and  that  the  increase  of  that  revenue  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.  It 
was  assumed,  that  although  the  adoption  of  this  rule 
might  seem  to  delay  for  a season  the  progress,  it 
would  ensure  the  completion  of  the  great  works  in 
.contemplation  in  different  parts  of  the  state,  and  it 
was  maintained  that  the  retardation,  which  had  from 
such  obvious  causes  become  necessary,  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  considered  as  an  abandonment  ot  the 
policy  of  internal  improvement,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  such  retardation  was  indispensable,  and 
was  indeed  the  only  inode  of  carrying  it  forward 
with  certainty  and  success.  This  policy,  which  in 
its  more  important  parts  prevailed  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  1840,  is  respectfully  recommended  to  your 
favor. 

1 tender  you  my  congratulations  upon  the  happy 
termination  of  the  embarrassments  to  which  it  has 
been  my  duty  to  refer.  The  people  of  the  state 
have  stood  firm  by  the  pillars  of  her  strength  and 
glory.  Time  enough  has  elapsed  to  show  that  our 
fiscal  condition  is  sound;  that,  although  the  expense 
of  our  improvements  was  erroneously  estimated, 
our  revenues  are  abundantly  adequate,  and  that, 
with  judicious  management,  we  may  persevere  firm- 
ly in  the  policy  of  internal  improvement,  with  a con- 
fident expectation  of  accomplishing  ultimately  all 
that  has  been  contemplated. 

The  eastern  section  of  the  Erie  canal  has,  during 
the  last  season,  been  subjected  to  a test  of  its  abili- 
ty. From  (lie  opening  to  the  close  of  navigation,  a 
period  of  seven  months  and  a half,  there  was  an 
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average  of  lockage  at  each  lock  of  one  boat  in 
eleven  minutes.  The  irregular  arrival  of  boats  has 
caused  much  detention  and  often  delays  of  several 
days.  The  immediate  enlargement,  therefore,  of 
this  portion  of  the  canal,  is  indispensable  to  the 
public  convenience,  and  to  the  security  of  trade. — 
1,805,135  barrels  of  flour  and  1,395, 195  bushels  of 
wheat  were  delivered  at  the  eastern  termination  of 
the  canal  during  the  past  season.  646,970  barrels 
of  flour  and  1,467,904  bushels  of  wheat  entered  the 
canal  from  Lake  Erie.  Of  the  flour  and  wheat  which 
entered  the  canal  at  Buffalo,  595,262  barrels  of  flour, 
and  725,025  bushels  of  wheat  were  received  from 
the  state  of  Ohio,  112,215  barrels  of  flour  and  97,249 
bushels  of  wheat  from  the  state  of  Michigan,  13,726 
barrels  of  flour,  and  43,279  bushels  of  wheat  from 
the  state  of  Indiana,  2,259  barrels  of  flour,  and 
10,634  bushels  of  wheat  from  the  state  of  Illinois, 
and  166  barrels  of  flour  from  the  territory  of  Wis- 
konsin. 

These  facts  serve  to  shew,  not  only  how  safely 
we  may  rely  upon  a continued  increase  of  revenue, 
but  also  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  our  system 
of  internal  improvement  for  the  supply  of  our  mar- 
kets. If  such  benefits  are  enjoyed  u'hile  the  Erie 
canal  is  in  an  imperfect  condition,  and  while  the 
western  states  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  no  estimates 
heretofore  made  have  approximated  to  the  results 
which  will  be  exhibited,  when  the  Erie  canal  shall 
have  been  enlarged,  the  western  states  fully  settled 
and  their  improvements  completed. 

The  earliest  practicable  notice  should  be  given  of 
the  time  when  the  enlargement  will  be  finished  — 
The  capital,  invested  in  boats  and  other  property 
used  in  navigating  the  canal,  exceeds  three  millions 
of  dollars.  Very  extensive  business  arrangements 
among  our  fellow  citizens  will  be  affected  by  the 
improvement  in  navigation,  and  time  should  be  al- 
lowed to  prepare  for  the  change. 

It  is  the  peculiar  and  rightful  province  of  the  le- 
gislature to  determine  the  amount  to  which  the  ap- 
propriations can  be  carried,  and  to  give  them  their 
direction.  I maybe  permitted,  however,  to  observe 
that  the  object  of  internal  improvement  is  not  to 
confer  local  advantages,  but  to  promote  the  general 
welfare;  that,  although  revenue  is  necessarily  an  in- 
termediate, it  ought  not  to  be  the  ultimate  purpose  of 
the  system;  that  moderation  and  economy  are  re- 
quired even  less  to  save  us  from  the  effects  of  i in  - 
providence,  than  because  they  are  necessary  to  ren- 
der the  system  as  comprehensive  as  the  wants  of 
the  state.  Legislative  action  should,  therefore,  al- 
ways have  in  view  the  improvement  of  every  re- 
gion. Although  some  portions  of  the  state  may 
excel  others  in  producing  one  staple,  no  portion  is 
without  ferlility  and  resources  of  wealth.  There 
are  some  regions  in  which  canals  would  be  imprac- 
ticable or  unprofitable,  but  there  are  none  in  which 
some  form  of  modern  improvement  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully introduced. 

No  one  who  studies  the  general  welfare  should 
wisii  to  have  the  productions  of  one  district  depen- 
dent for  a market  upon  the  precarious  navigation  of 
fordable  rivers,  while  those  of  another  are  transport- 
ed upon  an  enlarged  canal  or  by  steam  power:  to  see 
mails  carried  weekly  through  one  portion  of  the  state 
by  tile  slow  post  wagon,  while  other  portions  of  our 
citizens  are  receiving  daily  intelligence,  transmitted 
by  rail  roads.  Those  who  suppose  that  natural  ob- 
stacles, wherever  existing,  cannot  be  overcome  or 
removed,  and  that  the  course  of  trade  cannot  be  af- 
fected by  artificial  improvements,  may  contemplate 
with  advantage  the  success  which  has  crowned  the 
efforts  of  our  state  in  concentering,  in  its  own  mar- 
ket, the  trade  of  its  northern,  southern  and  western 
counties,  which  tiiirty  years  ago  had  no  other  chan- 
nels of  trade  than  rivers  flowing  towards  widely 
distant  ports.  Another  example  will  soon  be  afford- 
ed in  tlie  successful  attempt  of  the  citizens  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  divert  from  the  valley  of  the  Hudson 
at  least  the  winter  travel  and  trade  between  this  city 
and  the  sea  shoie;  an  enterprise  which  they  are  pro- 
secuting firmly  and  rapidly,  while  in  regard  to  that 
peculiar  interest  we  are  relying  upon  the  sublime, 
but  hazardous  theory  of  leaving  the  course  of  trade 
to  the  laws  impressed  by  God  upon  mind  and  matter. 

Although  seventeen  millions  of  people  have  found- 
ed their  cities  and  established  their  homes,  under 
our  laws,  less  than  one-third  of  the  territory  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  confederacy  is  occupied  or  ap- 
propriated. What  remains  is  the  national  domain. 
Every  acre  of  it  has  a volume — for  its  future  im- 
provement is  as  certain  as  the  present  cultivation  of 
the  lands  we  occupy.  At  the  close  of  the  revolu 
tion,  the  failure  of  the  public  credit  effectually  pre- 
vented the  prosperity  expected  to  follow  the  esta- 
blishment of  independence  and  the  return  of  peace, 
while  the  efforts  of  the  states  to  establish  a more 
perfect  union  were  embarrassed  by  their  conflicting 
claims  to  the  vast  wilderness,  lying  beyond  the  west- 
ern settlements.  With  magnanimity,  characteristic 


of  the  revolutionary  period,  each  state  ceded  its  in- 
lerest  to  the  federal  government  as  a trustee.  The 
whole  domain  was  thus  made  the  common  property 
of  all,  and  it  was  pledged  to  the  public  creditors  as 
a basis  for  the  redemption  of  the  funded  debts  of  the 
union.  In  1833  those  debts  were  discharged. 

The  revenues,  derived  from  imposts  upon  import- 
ed merchandise,  are,  or  ought  always  to  be,  adeqate 
to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government.  Al- 
though those  revenues  may  be  temporarily  disturb- 
ed and  diminished  by  errors  in  the  laws  regulating 
them,  or  by  foreign  war,  or  commercial  revulsion, 
yet  they  soon  regain  their  regularity  and  fulness, 
and  the  chief  difficulty  in  conducting  the  affairs  of 
the  federal  government,  has  heretofore  been,  and  is 
likely  always  to  be,  how  to  keep  the  revenues  with- 
in the  bounds  of  reasonable  expenditure  without 
withdrawing  all  protection  from  national  industry 
The  reason  is  obvious.  The  states  have  reserved 
the  chief  responsibilities  and  powers  of  legislation 
for  the  public  welfare,  but  have  yielded  to  the  gene- 
ral government  an  undue  proportion  of  the  taxes. 

The  maintenance  of  public  defence  is  sometimes 
made  a pretext  for  withholding  from  the  states  the 
proceeds  of  the  national  domain.  But  extensive 
military  preparation  in  time  of  peace  are  generally 
preparations  to  compel  subjecting  at  home,  and  to 
subvert  free  institutions.  It  may  safely  be  left  to 
Ihe  people  to  decide,  which  are  the  best  defences  of 
liberty,  common  schools  or  fortifications,  canals  and 
lail  roads,  or  standing  armies  Danger  from  foreign 
aggression  is  manifestly  diminishing,  and  if  unhap- 
pily the  scourge  of  nations  shall  lall  upon  us,  the 
ability  of  the  slates  to  maintain  the  pliblic  defence 
would  be  increased,  by  the  distribution  among  them 
of  the  revenues  from  the  public  domain. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  organization  of 
the  general  government  is  ill-adapted  to  secure  ac- 
countability, at  least  on  the  part  of  its  subordinate 
agents.  The  executive,  from  whom  all  such  agents 
derive  their  powers,  is  too  independent  of  con- 
gress, and  every  department  is  quite  too  far  removed 
from  the  people  to  allow  that  popular  supervision, 
which  is  so  salutary  in  its  operation  upon  similar 
functionaries  in  the  several  states.  The  distribution 
of  the  avails  ot  the  public  lands  was  resisted  last 
year  by  misrepresenting  it  as  a measure  by  which 
the  general  government  was  to  assume  or  guaranty 
the  debts  of  the  several  states.  So  far  as  I am  in- 
formed, no  such  proposition  has  been  contemplated 
by  any  one  of  the  states.  But  the  occasion  and  the 
motive  for  this  misrepresentation  having  passed,  it 
is  hoped  that  the  true  question  may  now  be  brought 
before  the  people  on  its  merits. 

When  we  remember  that  the  distribution,  here- 
tofore made  of  the  surplus  revenue,  was  attained 
with  much  difficulty,  and  then  only  escaped  an  ex 
ecutive  veto,  by  receiving  the  form  of  a loan  to  the 
states;  when  we  remember  that  a bill  which  had 
passed  both  houses  of  congress  directing  an  appor- 
tionment of  the  avails  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
was  lost  for  want  of  approval  by  the  president,  and 
that  subsequently  a bill  to  release,  without  equiva- 
lent, a large  portion  of  the  domain  to  the  new  states 
within  which  it  lies,  was  passed  by  the  senate,  and 
that  a similar  bill  is  now  before  that  body,  we  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  true  form  ot  the  question  is, 
whether  those  revenues  shall  now  be  distributed,  or 
be  lost  forever. 

So  long  ago  as  1S06,  the  discharge  of  the  national 
debt,  and  the  consequent  accumulation  of  surplus  re- 
venues from  imposts  and  the  public  lands,  were 
foreseen  by  the  enlightened  and  sagacious  statesman 
who  then  occupied  the  executive  department  of  the 
federal  government.  In  two  annual  messages,  he 
earnestly  insisted  that  the  anticipated  surplus  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  roi^Js,  canals, 
rivers,  education  and  other  great  foundations  of 
prosperity  and  union,  and  he  suggested  ari  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  for  this  purpose.  The  ac- 
cumulation, foreseen  by  president  Jefferson,  was 
delayed  by  interruptions  of  our  commerce  until 
1833. 

The  eminent  citizen,  who  in  1829  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  executive  department,  observed,  in 
his  first  message,  that  every  member  of  the  union, 
fn  peace  and  in  war,  would  be  benefited  by  the  im- 
provement of  the  inland  navigation  and  the  con- 
struction of  highways  in  the  several  states.  “Let 
us  then,”  he  added,  “endeavor  to  attain  this  benefit 
in  a mode  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all.  That  hi- 
therto adopted  has,  by  many  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
been  deprecated  as  an  infraction  of  the  constitution, 
while  by  others  it  has  been  viewed  as  inexpedient. 
All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at  the  expense  of 
harmony  in  the  legislative  councils.  To  avoid  these 
evils.it  appears  to  me  the  most  safe,  just  and  federal 
dispositions  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue, would,  be  its  apportionment  among  the  se- 
veral states,  according  to  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion.” 


This  suggestion  by  president  Jackson  met  a fa- 
vorable response  throughout  the  union,  and  was 
especially  approved  in  this  state.  The  governor,  in 
his  message  of  1S30,  observed: 

“Our  funds  applicable  to  the  extension  of  our 
public  works  may  be  augmented  at  no  distant  day 
from  anew  source.  The  duties  upon  the  importa- 
tion ot  merchandise  are  secured  by  the  constitution 
of  tlie  United  States  to  the  general  government,  and 
have  been  its  greatest  source  of  revenue  for  all  pur- 
poses. In  a very  few  years  the  national  debt  will 
be  paid  off,  and  as  but  a small  portion  of  the  revenue 
will  be  consumed  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the 
union  within  the  constitutional  limits,  and  as  there 
are  prudential  reasons  for  continuing  the  duties  to 
a certain  extent,  there  can  be  no  valid  objection  to 
a distribution  of  the  surplus  revenues  among  the 
states,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  discretion.  If  con- 
stitutional obstacles  exist  against  the  measure,  they 
may  be  removed  by  constitutional  means.” 

I acknowledge  my  inability  to  present  a full  view 
of  the  benefits,  this  great  measure  would  cooler 
upon  the  people  of  this  state.  Our  seminaries  of 
learning  are  now  enjoying  an  annual  endowment  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  arising 
from  the  apportionment  heretofore  made. 

The  amount  of  the  revenues  from  the  public  lands 
for  the  present  year,  as  estimated  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  will  be  three 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  the  share  of 
this  state  would  be  nearly  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. An  imperfect  idea  of  the  rapid  settlement  of 
the  public  lands  may  be  conceived  from  the  fact,  (hat 
the  population  of  the  state  of  Indiana  has  increased, 
within  the  last  ten  years,  from  three  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  to  six  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand,  and  that  of  the  state  of  Michigan  from 
thirty-one  thousand  to  two  hundred  and  eleven  thou- 
sand. What  the  actual  value  of  our  share  of  such  a 
distribution  would  be,  cannot  be  estimated,  but  it 
may  safely  be  assumed  that  it  would  tar  exceed  all 
that  we  have  expended  in  the  construction  of  canals 
and  roads,  the  foundation  of  charities,  the  erection 
of  penitentiaries,  and  the  endowment  of  colleges, 
academies  and  schools. 

After  such  an  accession  to  our  revenues,  the  va- 
rious enterprises  ot  internal  improvement  would  no 
longer  be  rivals,  prosecuted  against  the  influence  of 
local  jealousies  and  alarms  of  taxaiiori.  The  pre- 
sent generation  would  anticipate  the  blessings  in 
store  for  posterity,  and  every  portion  of  the  state 
would  be  admitted  immediately  to  their  enjoyment. 
It  would  be  in  our  power,  not  only  to  extend  our 
system  of  improvement  but  also  to  increase  in  va- 
rious other  ways  the  general  happiness.  We  are 
now  obliged  to  practice  a cold  and  calculating 
charity.  We  have  more  than  twenty-three  hundred 
lunatics  in  the  state,  yet  we  have  made  provision 
lor  the  relief  of  only  two  hundred  and  fifty.  We 
have  more  than  a thousand  deaf  and  dumb  persons, 
yet  we  are  obliged  to  select  by  favor  from  among 
them,  instead  of  pouring  the  lights  of  truth  and 
knowledge  into  the  minds  of  all.  Our  almshouses 
are  perhaps  sufficiently  convenient  for  those  who 
are  brought  into  them  by  idleness  and  vice,  but  do 
they  afford  all  the  enjoyments  we  would  be  happy 
to  yield  to  the  aged,  the  sick,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  whose  afflictions  are  the  result  of  providen- 
tial visitation,  unattended  by  vice  or  error  of  their 
own?  Should  we  longer  contend  about  the  appor- 
tionment of  moneys  devoted  to  education,  if  our 
funds  were  ample  for  the  full  endowment  of  all  our 
seminaries  or  learning?  Would  there  not  be  an  end 
to  the  great  fault  of  our  common  schools,  the  small 
compensation  paid  to  teachers,  if  we  could  adequate- 
ly increase  the  common  school  fund,  upon  which 
we  rely  lor  the  education  of  more  than  half  a mil- 
lion of  children? 

But  if  it  be  maintained  that  enough  has  been  done 
for  the  reliefof  wretchedness  and  the  improvement 
ol  the  foundations  ol  prosperity  and  union,  what  rea- 
son can  be  assigned  why,  with  the  revenues  in 
question  acknow  ledged  to'  be  the  property  of  the 
people,  the  burthens  of  the  people  should  not  be 
diminished?  Let  us  bring  annually  into  the  trea- 
sury of  the  state,  her  proportion  of  these  revenues, 
and  our  fellow  citizens  can  be  relieved  of  the  bur- 
then of  repairing  common  roads,  and  of  paying  tolls 
upon  canals,  rail  roads  and  turnpikes,  and  from  the 
heavy  expenses  of  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
the  support  ofschools  and  charities.  We  are  some- 
times called  by  the  adversaries  of  internal  improve- 
ment to  contemplate  a condition  of  exhausting  taxa- 
tion. Who  can  object  to  a measure  which  would 
almost  secure  a general  exemption  from  the  bur- 
thens of  government? 

But  we  shall  derive  from  a distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenues  other  advantages  than  those  result- 
ing directly.  We  aie  to  participate  largely  in  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  other  states  Oursystemof 
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internal  improvement  is  only  a part  of  that  entire 
system  contemplated  by  the  father  of  our  country, 
and  relied  upon  by  him  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  his  earnest  solicitude — the  binding  of  the  states 
together  in  an  indissoluble  union  oi  affection  and 
interest.  Not  to  dwell  upon  the  importance  oi 
thus  securing  the  ark  of  our  political  salety  against 
the  storms  to  which  it  must  sooner  or  later  be  ex- 
posed, we  have  interests  of  a subordinate  ctiaracter, 
in  the  completion  of  the  public  works  of  our  sister 
states.  II  such  a distribution  should  be  made,  we 
should  be  able,  if  we  are  not  now,  to  connect  the 
Oheoango,  the  Chemung  and  the  Genesee  valley 
canals  with  the  rail  roads  and  canals  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; render  them  productive  of  revenue,  and  at  the 
same  time  give  a new  impulse  to  our  domestic  trade. 
Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river  would  no 
longer  be  separated  from  the  central  valley  through 
which  our  commerce  flows,  but  the  vast  territory 
which  intervenes  would  be  traversed  by  rail  roads 
and  canals,  its  forests  would  disappear,  its  soil 
would  be  rendered  productive,  and  its  mineral 
wealth  be  no  longer  left  among  the  neglected  re- 
sources of  the  state.  Ohio  proceeds  in  her  system 
siowly.  Michigan  labors  under  great  difficulties, 
in  her  efforts  to  construct  roads  that  will  establish  a 
connection  between  her  inland  regions  and  Lake 
Erie.  Indiana  and  Illinois  are  struggling  with  ex- 
treme embarrassment  in  the  prosecution  of  works 
unon  a scale  of  equal  magnitude  with  our  own.  It 
is'  not  surprising  that  the  financial  difficulties  of 
those  states  are  magnified,  and  their  credit  traduced 
in  the  slock  markets  of  Europe.  But  it  is  strange 
indeed,  when  we  reflect  that  they'  are  members  of 
this  confederacy,  paris  seeking  closer  union  with 
the  great  whole,  that  they  should  be  visited  with 
the  censure  of  the  federal  government,  in  a season 
of  embarrassment,  and  that  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  should,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  gratuitously 
refuse  to  grant  in  their  behalf  a guarantee  which 
they  have  never  solicited  and  never  desired. 

One  might  suppose,  Horn  the  cold  speculations, 
sometimes  heard  among  ourselves  concerning  the 
improvidence  of  those  states  that  they  were  hostile 
or  at  least  rival  powers,  and  that  our  security  arid 
prosperity  rose  with  the  decline  of  theirs.  Yet  it  is 
far  otherwise.  They  are  communities  bound  to  ns 
by  interest,  as  well  as  by  consanguinity  between 
their  citizens  and  our  own;  their  prosperity  is  our 
prosperity,  and  no  calamity  falls  upon  them  by 
which  we  do  not  suffer,  although  we  may  withhold 
our  sympathy.  The  great  lakes,  about  twenty-five 
hundred  miles  in  length,  inay  be  regarded  as  a pro- 
longation of  the  canal  we  have  made  across  the 
isthmus  which  separates  their  waters  from  those  of 
the  Atlantic.  Following  the  policy  which  has  dic- 
tated the  construction  of  our  lateral  canals,  the 
states  situated  upon  the  shores  of  those  lakes,  have 
severallj'  undertaken  the  construction  of  improve- 
ments, to  connect  theii  interior  regions  with  these 
inland  sea3.  The  Ohio  canal,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  in  length,  reaching  from  Lake  Erie  lo 
the  great  river  which  separates  the  states  of  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  secures  to  us  the  trade  of  the  nearer 
regions  of  the  great  west.  The  trade  of  the  central 
portion  of  the  west  will  be  given  to  us  by  two  other 
improvements,  to  wit:  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles  in  length,  cx 
tending  from  Lake  Erie  through  the  states  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Wabash 
river;  and  the  Miami  canal,  two  hundred  and  ten 
miles  in  length,  reaching  from  the  lake  to  the  north 
bend  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  connecting  with  the 
Wabash  canal  at  Fort  Defiance.  The  canal  of  Illi- 
nois will  extend  to  the  Mississippi  the  navigation 
we  now  enjoy,  and  thus  bring  to  us  the  trade  of  the 
remotest  western  settlements. 

Of  these  canals  the  Ohio  is  already  completed. 
That  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  miles  long,  lying  within  the 
state  of  Indiana,  is  finished,  and  the  remaining  por- 
tion, ninety  miles  in  length,  which  lies  within  the 
state  of  Ohio,  is  yet  incomplete,  but  the  late  go- 
vernor of  that  state,  in  his  last  message,  gave  the 
assurance  that  it  would  be  ready  for  navigation 
during  the  present  year.  Of  the  Miami  canal, 
nearly  the  whole  is  under  contract,  and  more  than 
one  hundred  miles  have  been  completed.  Of  the 
Illinois  canal,  which  will  cost  about  eight  millions 
of  dollars,  about  one-half  is  finished,  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  remainder,  unhappily  retarded  by 
financial  embarrassment,  might  be  hastened  by  the 
aid  which  the  state  of  Illinois  has  a right  to  claim 
from  the  genera)  government,  or  by  a speedy  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Wh.cn 
vve  consider  the  vas!  amount  and  value  of  the  agri- 
cultural productions  received  from  the  Ohio  canal 
alone,  the  only  one  of  those  canals  yet  in  full  ope- 
ration, we  may  form  some  imperfect  conception  of 
the  interest  we  have  in  the  success  of  the  system  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  western  states.  And 


when  such  conceptions  become  as  familiar  as  they 
are  just,  we  shall  manifest  more  of  wisdom  than 
even  of  philanthropy,  by  lending  our  western  bre- 
thren all  the  aid  in  our  power  to  complete  what 
none  but  free  and  enlightened  states  could  ever  have 
undertaken.  Views  similar  to  these  were  com- 
mended to  your  predecessors  and  received  their  ap- 
proval. If  they  accord  with  your  own,  I respect- 
fully suggest  the  propriety  of  renewing  the  expres- 
sion heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  great  measure 
I have  advocated. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have,  within  the 
last  year,  in  a manner  prescribed  by  their  own 
laws,  in  perfect  tranquillity,  chosen  by  free  suffrage, 
and  with  universal  acquiescence,  the  magistrates 
by  whom  all  the  powers  of  government  shall  be  ex- 
ercised under  legal  responsibilities,  until  those  pow- 
ers shall  again  return  to  themselves.  However  we 
may  have  differed  concerning  the  questions  which 
have  been  considered,  all  will  agree  that  the  peace- 
fulness and  good  order  which  have  attended  the 
proceeding,  furnish  ample  proof  that  the  people 
may  safely  be  allowed  to  discuss  every  measure 
that  concerns  their  welfare;  and  that  neither  force 
nor  fraud  is  necessary  to  secure  submission  to  ru- 
lers, where  power  is  limited,  reason  enlightened, 
and  suffrage  univeftal. 

The  chief  magistrate  of  the  union  will  enter  upon 
his  trust  with  favorable  auspices.  The  public  good 
requires,  and  the  public  mind  consents  to  repose. 
Fortunate  in  experience  of  public  services  in  (he 
senate  and  the  field,  in  executive  and  diplomatic 
stations;  fortunate  in  exemption  from  prejudice  in 
favor  of  any  erroneous  policy  hitherto  pursued;  for- 
tunate in  the  enjoyment  of  his  country's  veneration 
and  gratitude,  and  especially  fortunate  in  having  at 
once  defined  and  reached  the  boundary  of  his  am- 
bition, the  president  can  have  no  other  objects  than 
the  public  welfare  and  an  honorable  fame. 

The  people  expect  that  he  will  preseive  peace, 
maintain  the  integrity  of  our  territory  and  the  invi- 
olability of  our  flag,  co-operate  with  Christian  na- 
tions in  suppressing  piracy  and  the  slave  trade, 
avoid  alliances  for  every  other  purpose,  conduct 
our  foreign  relations  with  firmness  and  fairness, 
terminate  our  controversies  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
regain  their  confidence  and  protect  them  against 
cupidity  and  fraud;  confine  the  actions  of  the  exe- 
cutive department  within  constitutional  bounds; 
abstain  from  interference  with  elections  and  the 
domestic  concerns  of  the  states;  defer  to  the  wisdom 
of  congress,  and  submit  to  the  will  of  the  people; 
observe  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  men,  and 
classes  of  men,  and  conduct  public  affairs  with 
steadiness,  that  enterprise  may  not  be  disappointed; 
with  economy,  that  labor  may  not  be  deprived  of 
its  rewards;  and  with  due  accountability  of  public 
agents,  that  republican  institutions  m.iy  suffer  no 
reproach.  If  he  shall  endeavor  to  meet  these  ex- 
pectations, no  discontent  can  affect — no  opposition 
can  embarrass  him;  for  he  will  act  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  people.  And  when,  like  him 
whose  fame  is  unapproachable,  but  whose  wisdom 
and  moderation  this  distinguished  citizen  has  adopt- 
ed as  his  great  example,  he  shall  have  healed  his 
country’s  wounds  and  restored  her  happiness  and 
prosperity,  he  will  enjoy  the  rare  felicity  of  a retire- 
ment more  honored  than  even  his  distinguished 
station. 

When  called  two  years  since  to  survey  the  state 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  result  to  the  legis- 
lature, I could  not  fail  to  observe  every  where  en- 
during impressions  of  the  wisdom  ofDe  Witt  Clin- 
ton. When  considering  how  I could  in  any  way 
contribute  to  diminish  the  burthens  of  the  people, 
to  promote  public  prosperity,  to  diffuse  knowledge, 
to  favor  agriculture  and  encourage  the  arts,  to  de- 
velop Ihe  resources  of  the  state,  extend  its  interior 
communications  by  land  and  water,  and  equalize 
Ihe  advantages  of  free  government  among  all  my 
fellow  cilizens,  I could  not  fail  to  see  that  his  ge- 
nius had  marked  out  in  all  these  respects  the  policy 
which  the  state,  in  the  emulous  spirit  expressed  by 
her  noble  motto,  could  pursue  to  a higher  and  hap- 
pier social  condition  than  had  ever  yet  been  attain- 
ed by  any  community.  When  reflecting  upon  the 
misapprehensions,  difficultes  and  embarrassments  to 
be  encountered,  I found  in  his  great  fame  an  evi- 
dence that  such  a policy  might  be  pursued  with  safe 
ty,  although  it  must  sometimes  come  in  conflict 

with  local  jealousies  and  temporary  interests. 

Under  the  influence  of  feelings  inspired  hy  the  oc- 
casion, [ ventured  to  express  a hope  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  state  was  prepared  to  acknow- 
ledge her  obligations  to  so  distinguished  a.  benefac- 
tor. In  this  suggestion  I confess  that  I anticipated, 
but  I trust  not  by  any  very  long  period,  the  justice 
of  my  lellow  citizens. 

„1L  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Albany,  January  5,  1S41 . 
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SENATE. 

January  13.  John  Leeds  Kerr,  senator  elect  from 
Maryland,  in  the  place  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Spence,  de- 
ceased, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a com- 
munication from  the  treasury  department,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution,  Showing  the  rates  of  fo- 
reign and  domestic  exchange  in  the  years  183S,  ’39 
and  ’40. 

Also,  from  the  same,  showing  the  number  of  clerks 
employed  in  the  department,  with  the  salaries  an- 
nexed. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
Linn  and  Robinson. 

Mr.  Graham,  from  the  committee  on  revolution- 
ary claims,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  building 
of  a monument  in  commemoration  of  the  services  of 
brigadier  generals  Davidson  and  Nash,  of  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  who  fell  in  defence  of  their 
country. 

The  bills  noticed  yesterday  as  having  been  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  were  severally  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  transferring 
the  stock  of  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  wanted  the  United 
States  to  get  rid  of  all  stock  of  that  kind,  but,  a9  the 
time  had  arrived  for  taking  up  the  special  order,  he 
must  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Merrick  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of  the  sena- 
tor— that  bill  had  passed  the  senate  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, but  was  lost  in  the  other  house,  for  want  of 
time.  The  legislature  of  Maryland  was  now  in  ses- 
sion, which  made  a speedy  action  the  more  urgent. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  thought  the  senator  could 
call  it  up  to-morrow,  to  which  Mr.  M.  said  he  must 
assent,  as  there  was  no  remedy. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for  a prospective 
and  permanent  pre-emption  system;  when  Mr. 
Preston  rose  arid  addressed  the  senate  against  the 
substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  for  the  motion  of 
IV1  r.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  had  something  to  say  on  the 
bill,  but  as  the  hour  was  late  he  would  move  to  post- 
pone its  further  consideration  until  to-morrow; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  direct- 
ed to  pay.  as  a part  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
senate,  $500  to  the  order  of  the  widow  of  Stephen 
Haight,  late  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate,  to  defray 
the  expense  of  placing  his  body  in  a proper  manner 
and  in  a secure  coffin,  carefully  protected  in  the  public 
vaults  in  the  congressional  burial  ground  at  Washing- 
ton, and  the  expense  of  transportation  of  the  body  to 
his  friends  in  Vermont,  and  its  burial  there;  and  that 
the  secretary  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  widow  the 
salary  of  the  deceased  for  the  residue  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected. 

Alter  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Wright, (ex- 
planatory of  the  object,  and  its  being  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  wishes  of  the  deceased),  White  and 
King,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and,  after  a short  session, 
adjourned. 

January  14.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  from  the  American  peace  society,' 
asking  that  congress  would  appoint  a special  com- 
mittee to  reconsider  and  report  on  the  memorials 
presented  on  the  subject  at  the  last  session.  Mr. 
C.  said,  while  he  fully  concurred  in  the  benevolent 
sentiments  of  the  memorialists,  yet  such  was  the 
multiplicity  of  his  engagements,  and  press  of  public 
and  private  business,  that  he  did  not  feel  authorised 
to  ask  for  a special  committee,  but  if  any  other  se- 
nator thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  such  a 
committee,  they  could  move  it. 

Also,  a memorial  for  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Air.  Wright,  from  inhabitants  of  Schenectady 
county,  New  York,  asking  a select  committee  to 
reconsider  and  report  on  (lie  peace  society  memo, 
rials  of  last  year.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  the  same  in 
effect  as  that  just  offered  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  could  not  ask  for  a special  committee; 
and  as  the  memorials  had  heretofore  been  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  he  did  not 
know  what  better  disposition  to  give  them.  On 
suggestion,  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  several  memorials  from  inhabitants  of  New 
York,  all  numerously  signed,  asking  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  one  remonsliating  against  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  bill  during  the  present  session. 

Also,  one  from  merchants,  mechanics  and  traders 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  designating  a form  of  such 
a bankrupt  law  as  would  be  agreeable  to  them,  and 
going  into  the  provisions  of  the  same  at  some  length. 
On  motion,  this  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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By  Mr.  Rugbies,  from  citizens  of  Bucksport, 
Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  fish- 
ing bounty.  The  memorialists  state  that  the  cod 
fishery  is  a dangerous  business,  yielding  with  the 
bounty  but  a scanty  and  precarious  subsistence. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Alabama,  resolutions  against  a protec- 
tive tariff. 

Several  private  petitions  were  also  presented  by 
Messrs.  Norvell,  Mien,  White  and  Clay,  of  Ala. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  French  Guiana,  and 
to  remit  certain  duties,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr,  Linn,  from  a select  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  authoiise  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon, and  for  extending  a portion  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  over  the  same. 

On  -motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  senate 
proceeded  to  consider  in  committee  of  the  whole 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  the  state  of 
Indiana,  and  tor  other  purposes;  which,  after  being 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  the  state  of 
Maryland. 

Mr.  Mangum  said,  this  was  a subject  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  citizens  of  this  District.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  he.  had  presented,  some  time  since, 
a memorial  in  relation  to  this  very  matter,  append- 
ed to  which  were  some  voluminous  documents 
which  had  not  yet  been  printed  and  laid  on  the  ta- 
bles. He  therefore  hoped  that  the  subject  would 
not  be  pressed  until  he  could  have  time  to  look  into 
it.  It  could  be  passed  over  informally  for  the  pre- 
sent. ‘ 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  was  willing  to  grant  any 
reasonable  delay  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  se- 
nator to  look  into  it,  and  so  as  it  was  not  thrown 
out  of  its  place,  he  would  consent  that  it  should  lay 
over  until  to-morrow.  There  was  a particular  rea- 
son why  there  should  be  as  prompt  action  on  it  as 
possible.  The  committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia had  the  memorial  and  documents  alluded  to  by 
the  senator  before  them,  and  had  reported  the  joint 
resolution,  which  had  passed  the  senate  at  the  last 
session  without  discussion,  but  had  been  lost  in  the 
other  house  tor  want  ol  time. 

Mr.  Graham  said  a book  had  just  been  put  into 
his  possession  this  morning  (holding  up  a volume 
of  at  least  200  pages),  which  would  require  exami- 
nation before  he  should  be  prepared  to  vote  on  it. 
Whether  he  could  be  ready  by  to-morrow  or  not, 
would  depend,  therefore,  on  circumstances. 

Mr.  Merrick  said,  if  the  senator  had  to  read  that 
volume  before  arriving  at  a knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  resolution  must  be  defeated  by  the  delay, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  consent  to  the  postpone- 
ment. The  cities  of  this  District  had  memoralized 
congress  not  to  transfer  a stock  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  of  which  the  government  was 
the  entire  owner.  What  was  it  to  them  any  more 
than  to  other  cities  of  the  union,  what  congress 
pleased  to  do  with  the  stock?  He  could  see  no  rea- 
son for  their  particular  interference!  What  W’ere 
the  facts  in  the  case?  Why,  that  this  stock  was 
hanging  like  an  incubus  over  the  state  of  Maryland, 
and  wa3  not  worth  a farthing  to  the  government. 
The  United  States  refused  to  come  forward  and 
contribute  its  aid  in  carrying  the  canal  to  such  point 
as  would  make  it  beneficial  to  any  body.  Mary- 
land asks  that  the  stock  of  the  government  may  be 
transferred,  on  certain  conditions  specified  in  the 
resolution,  and  for  which  the  government  has  an 
equivalent,  and  she  would  then  goon  to  complete 
the  canal.  Will  you  hold  on  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  the 
stock,  to  speculate  on  the  public  spirit  of  Baltimore? 
If  so,  the  state  will  not  go  on  with  the  work.  It 
was  a kind  of  dog-in-the-manger  policy,  neither 
doing  it  yourselves  nor  suffering  the  state  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Walker  said  several  years  since  he  had  in- 
troduced a bill  somewhat  similar  to  that  now  pend- 
ing, for  the  relinguishinent  of  our  stock  in  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Ohio  canal  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 
He  had  done  this,  after  a conference  with  a distin- 
guished patriot,  (gov.  Kent),  then  a senator  from 
Maryland,  but  now  called  to  a higher  and  a better 
world.  At  that  time  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  called  upon 
the  secretary  of  tiie  treasury  to  report  what  divi- 
dends the  government  of  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived from  its  stock  iri  all  these  canals,  namely, 
this  canal,  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal,  the 
Dismal  Swamp  canal,  and  the  Ohio  canal  at  Louis- 
ville. The  report  then  made  showed  that  these 
stocks,  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  had  never 
yielded  any  dividend,  that  they  had  no  market 
price,  and  in  all  probability  never  would  yield  any 
dividend,  especially  the  stock  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal.  Under  these  circumstances,  Mr. 


W.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  dissolving  this  unprofita- 
ble partnership  between  this  government  and  this 
company,  by  the  surrender  of  this  stock  to  the 
state  of  Maryland.  Mr.  W.  said  that  whoever 
would  read  the  early  debates  and  reports  on  this 
subject  in  both  houses  of  congress  could  not  fail  to 
observe  that  this  government  had  originally  intend- 
ed to  proceed  pari  passu  with  the  state  of  Mary- 
land in  subscriptions  to  this  canal,  considering  it  as 
a great  national  work  terminating  in  this  District. 
This  design  was  now  abandoned,  most  happily,  by 
this  government,  together  with  the  whole  internal 
improvement  system  by  congress,  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  stale  ol  Maryland,  relying  on  the  continu- 
ed co-operation  of  this  government  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  canal,  had  proceeded  and  expended 
enormous  sums  towards  the  completion  of  this  great 
work;  and  whilst  he  (Mr.  \V.)  could  not,  even  un- 
der these  circumstances,  vote  to  appropriate  more 
money  to  this  or  any  other  similar  object  of  inter- 
nal improvement  by  this  government,  yet  he  thought 
it  a mere  act  of  justice  to  surrender  this  stock,  not 
without  an  equivalent,  but  for  the  full  equivalent 
provided  in  this  act,  namely,  the  use  of  this  canal 
forever,  free  of  all  toll,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
troops  and  munitions  of  war  of  this  government, 
and  upon  similar  terms  Mr.  W.  was  willing  to  sur- 
render to  the  states  in  which  they  were  located,  all 
the  stock  held  by  this  government  in  all  other  ca- 
nals, and  thus  complete  the  divorce  between  this 
government  and  the  whole  internal  improvement 
system.  In  relation  to  the  stock  held  by  this  go- 
vernment in. the  Louisville  canal,  Mr.  W.  desired  to 
cede  our  stock  in  that  canal  to  the  state  of  Kentuc- 
ky as  auxiliary  to  the  great  object  of  rendering  that 
canal  free  of  all  toll,  and  thus  remove  that  heavy 
taxation  which  was  now  imposed  on  those  who  tra- 
velled or  transpoited  products  on  the  Ohio  river. 
In  relation  to  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  this  city  to 
thi=  transfer,  Mr.  W.  said  he  regretted  it.  The  com- 
pletion of  this  canal  by  Maryland  would  be  of  vast 
importance  to  this  city,  and  she  ought  to  support 
this  bill  as  facilitating  the  completion  of  this  work; 
and  as  to  the  idea  that  Maryland  might  by  obtain- 
ing the  control  of  this  stock  abandon  the  canal  to 
this  city,  by  carrying  the  canal  from  a point  out 
of  this  District  to  Baltimore,  it  was  delusive.  Mr. 
VV.  said  a survey  for  Maryland,  by  the  the  accom- 
plished head  of  our  topographical  bureau,  had  been 
made,  by  which  it  was  demonstrated  that  all  other 
routes  for  a cross  cut  from  this  canal  to  Baltimore 
were  impracticable,  except  the  route  running  im- 
mediately from  and  through  this  city. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  this  bill  had  passed  the  senate 
at  the  last  session  by  a large  majority,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  now  be  permitted  to  pass  without  delay. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  said  it  was  the  hour  for  taking 
up  the  special  order.  He  should,  as  he  said  before, 
vote  for  disconnecting  the  government  from  all 
these  stock  operations;  but  he  thought  it  proper 
that  gentlemen  should  be  allowed  time  to  consider 
the  subject.  He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  it  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  Merrick  would  greatly  prefer  to  take  -the 
question  on  the  postponement.  It  was  important 
to  Maryland  that  she  should  know  what  was  to  be 
done,  as  she  would  have  to  regulate  her  policy  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  postpone- 
ment, and  carried — ayes  21,  noes  not  counted. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  take  up  the  special  or- 
der— the  bill  providing  for  a permanent  and  pros- 
pective pre-emption  system;  when  Mr.  Sevier  rose 
and  addressed  tile  senate,  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  who  spoke  until  near  four  P.  M 
and  then  gave  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn. 

January  15.  Mr.  Huntinaton  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  hon.  Thomas  Clayton,  senator  elect 
from  the  state  of  Delaware  from  the  4th  of  March 
next.  The  credentials  were  read  and  placed  on 
file. 

The  vice  president  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  lion.  Richard  H.  Bayard,  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, senator  elect  from  that  state,  which  were 
also  read  and  placed  on  file. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Robertson,  a joint  resolution  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Illinois,  requesting  such  legislation  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  remission  t>f  duty 
on  rail  road  iron. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  several  memorials  from  the  city 
of  New  York,  all  praying  that,  il  any  bankrupt  bill 
be  passed,  banks  and  corporations  may  be  included 
in  the  compulsory  process.  As  some  of  these  give 
the  views  of  the  memorialists  in  extenso,  setting 
forth  the  reasons  why  banks  should  be  included, 
Mr.  B.  moved  to  have  them  printed  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Messrs.  Wall, 
Williams,  Hubbard,  Wright,  Dixon  and  others, 


Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders 
of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bank- 
rupt bill. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King,  Ben- 
ton, Lumpkin,  Hubbard  and  others. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  a point  of  order; 
when,  after  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Walker,  Norvell  and  others — 

Mr.  Crittenden  withdrew  the  motion,  but  said  he 
should  renew  it,  and  press  the  subject  on  the  consi- 
deration of  the  senate  immediately  after  the  bill 
under  consideration  as  the  present  special  order 
was  disposed  of. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  special  order, being 
the  prospective  pre-emptive  system;  when  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  rose,  and  closed  the  remarks 
which  he  commenced  yesterday. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Monday,  with  a view  to 
take  up  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  banks  of  the  city 
of  Washington.  Mr.  M.  said  it  was  important  that 
the  subject  should  be  acted  on  promptly,  that  the 
banks  of  the  District  might  be  informed  of  the 
ground  on  which  they  are  to  stand.  If  it  were  not 
acted  on  at  once,  it  would  be  lost  for  want  of  time. 
Mr.  M.  thought  it  would  be  agreeable  to  gentlemen 
to  take  a respite  from  a discussion  which  must  have 
proved  wearisome,  from  its  long  continuance,  and 
refresh  themselves  with  the  consideration  of  another 
subject  that  would  be  doing  a great  service  to  the 
people  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  thought  he  would  prove 
recreant  to  his  duty  if  he  acquiesced  in  the  wishes 
of  the  senator  from  Maryland.  He  had  always 
been  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  of  which  they  had  evidence;  but 
he  could  not  consent  to  have  a measure  of  high 
public  import,  and  one  in  which  he  felt  so  deeply 
interested,  passed  over  to  make  room  for  any  bank 
bill  whatever. 

Mr.  Merrick  was  aware  he  was  at  the  mercy  of 
the  senate;  he  thought  the  bill  would  not  create 
much  debate,  as  it  had  been  so  amply  discussed  at 
the  last  session,  and  he  would  feel  greatly  gratified 
if  the  senate  would  grant  his  motion. 

Mr.  Tappan  asked  if  the  senator  really  thought 
the  bill  could  pass  without  discussion,  when  he 
must  have  been  aware  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
him,  (Mr.  T.)  He  was  not  well  enough  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  then;  and,  besides,  there  had 
been  a call  made  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  certain  information  in  relation  to  banking  that 
had  not  yet  been  furnished,  and  which  was  germaiu 
to  the  matter  in  question.  Did  not  the  gentleman 
know  that  the  banks  in  Baltimore  had  refused  to 
resume?  Had  they  not  been  told  that  these  banks 
were  ready  to  resume  as  soon  as  the  banks  in  Phi- 
ladelphia did  so?  Well,  the  banks  in  Philadelphia 
had  resumed;  but  the  banks  in  Baltimore  were  not 
compelled  to  follow,  and  he  presumed  they  would 
not  now  resume  until  the  Virginia  banks  resumed; 
and  the  Virginia  banks  would  not  resume  till  the 
Baltimore  banks  did;  and  thus  neither  would  pay 
their  debrs  until  they  were  driven  to  it  by  the  peo- 
ple of  those  si  ates. 

Mr.  Merrick  made  a brief  reply,  which  was  not 
distinctly  heard,  but  insisted  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Merrick  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
there  appeared  for  the  motion  25,  against  it  15. 

Mr.  Southard  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate 
until  a late  hour,  when  he  gave  way  fora  motion  to 
adjourn. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  16.  Mr.  Fulton  presented  a resolution 
of  the  legislature  of  Arkansas  in  relation  to  ceding 
the  public  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie; 
also,  a memorial  asking  that  lands  may  be  appro- 
priated in  lieu  of  those  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Salt  Springs. 

Mr.  Sevier  presented  memorials  of  the  legislature 
of  Arkansas  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Washita  river,  and  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  inspectors  for  the  steamboats  on  the  Ar- 
kansas river. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  also  presented  by 
Messrs.  Young,  Mouton,  Buchanan,  Merrick,  Roane, 
Henderson,  Norvell  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  reported,  without  amendment,  a bill 
to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
compromise  with  the  sureties  of  Samuel  S wart  w out, 
late  collector  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  die  plan  of  a per- 
manent change  in  the  tariff,  the  details  and  genera! 
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principles  of  which  he  states,  in  his  annual  report  of 
the  7'h  ultimo,  he  has  considered,  and  on  which  he  is 
ready  to  report  at  any  moment  either  house  of  congress 
might  express  a wish  to  that  effect. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  jtlso 
directed  to  report,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a plan  of  as- 
sessing the  value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  instead  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  a wish  to  have  them  acted  on 
at  once,  as  they  would  embrace  matters  of  import- 
ance connected  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  thought  they  had  better  lie  over 
one  day  according  to  the  rule.  Mr.  C.  however, 
afterwards,  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  adopted. 

Mr.  Tappan  submitted  a resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  senate  do,  on  Monday,  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr.  Clay  tioped  not;  there  was  no  necessity  for 
any  election  at  this  late  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  he  prefaced  with  some  remarks  that  occupied 
the  senate  about  half  an  hour,  in  which  he  went 
into  some  calculation  on  the  effect  of  the  drawback 
not  being  reduced  in  the  same  ratio  with  the  duties 
on  the  imports  specified: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instruc- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  draw- 
backs on  refined  sugar  and  rum,  manufactured  out  of 
foreign  materials,  and  exported,  in  proportion  to  the 
reduction  which  has  taken  place  and  will  take  place, 
under  existing  laws,  in  the  du'ies  on  imported  sugar 
and  molasses;  also  of  reducing  the  fishing  bounties  and 
allowances  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  which  has 
taken  place,  and  shall  take  place,  under  existing  laws, 
in  the  duty  on  imported  salt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  registering  and  enrolment  of  such  foreign 
ships  as  shall  be  sold  ro  American  citizens  under  the 
order  or  decree  of  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
made  on  process  of  law,  though  the  same  may  not  have 
been  built  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  bills  were  then  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 
The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  “an  act 
to  encourage  the  introduction,  and  promote  the  cul- 
tivation, of  tropical  plants,”  approved  7th  July, 
1833. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  east  of 
the  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  north  latutude. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  special  order,  being 
the  prospective  pre-emptive  system;  when  Mr. 
Southard  rose  and  finished  the  remarks  which  he 
commenced  jmsterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

January  18.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  navy  department, 
in  compliance  with  a resolution,  in  relation  to  ex- 
periments made  on  American  water  rotted  hemp, 
and  expressing  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  found 
fully  equal  to  any  imported  hemp. 

Mr.  Buchanan  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  felt 
pleased  that  the  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Ben- 
ton) had  called  attention  to  that  subject.  Mr.  My- 
erby  had  made  many  experiments,  which  had  fully 
proved  the  superiority  of  American  water-rotted 
hemp.  Samples  had  been  sent  to  him,  (Mr.  B.) 
and  though  he  was  no  judge  himself,  he  had  sub- 
mitted them  to  those  that  were,  who  had  given  it  as 
their  decided  opinion  that  this  article  of  American 
culture  had  fully  sustained  the  reputation  which 
had  been  given  it.  According  to  usage  in  the  navy 
department,  the  contracts  were  given  out  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  and  in  that  case  Mr.  Myerby,  who 
made  these  valuable  experiments  at  great  expense 
of  time  and  money,  would  lose  the  advantages  that 
ought  to  accrue  ty  him  by  competition  for  the  con- 
tract. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
ami  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  a communi- 
cation, in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  se- 
nate calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  citizens  of  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  any  bankrupt 
law  this  session,  and,  if  it  is  to  pass,  that  banks 
and  corporations  be  included  in  the  compulsory 
process.  J 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  from  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking 
the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Huntington,  from  citizens  of  Connecticut, 
asking  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  asking  a modification  of  the 
pilot  law  of  1837. 


Mr.  Mouton,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  to  repeal  or  modiiy  the  pilot  law  of 
1837. 

Mr.  Tappan,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
reported  a joint  resolution  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Langtree  & O'Sullivan  for  the  Madison 
papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  furnish 
the  senate  with  a statement  showing,  in  tabular  form, 
the  lands  the  titles  for  which  were  closed  under  the  re- 
lief laws  of  March  31,  1S30,  and  of  February  25,  1831, 
giving  the  number  of  acres  in  each  district  which  sold 
at  and  under  five  dollars  per  acre,  from  five  to  ten, 
from  ten  to  fifteen,  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  from  twenty 
to  thirty,  from  thirty  to  forty,  from  forty  to  fifty,  from 
fifty  to  sixty,  from  sixty  to  seventy,  from  seventy  to 
eighty,  from  eighty  to  ninety,  from  ninety  to  one  hun- 
dred, and  one  hundred  and  upwards;  the  amounts 
paid  on  such  sales,  respectively,  and  forfeited;  the  rates 
at  which  such  sales  were  closed  per  acre:  also  the 
gross  amount  of  lands  forfeited  under  each  of  these 
two  laws,  in  each  district;  the  amounts  in  gross  for 
which  they  were  originally  sold;  the  gross  amounts 
paid  on  them  and  forfeited,  and  the  gross  amounts 
finally  received  from  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stwgeon,  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  patent  office  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  strike  out  the  $1,000  for 
agricultural  statistics,  on  which  a debate  arose;  in 
which  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Prentiss,  Walker,  and 
others  participated.  No  question  was  taken,  the 
hour  having  arrived  for  taking  up  the  special  order. 

The  prospective  pre-emption  bill  was  then  taken 
up;  when  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  rose  and  delivered  his 
views  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  White  was  desirous  of  addressing  the  se- 
nate on  the  bill  before  them,  but  if  senators  were 
not  dssirous  to  take  the  question  that  evening,  he 
would  move  to  postpone  its  further  consideration 
until  to  morrow;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  a communication  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  treasury  department,  while  he  was 
out,  in  answer  to  a resolution  submitted  by  him 
some  time  since,  calling  for  information  in  relation 
to  the  public  lands.  The  document  was  one  highly 
interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  presented  information 
which  more  than  bore  him  out  in  the  views  he  had 
advanced  on  the  subject.  He  did  not  desire  to 
have  any  extravagant  number  printed;  he  would 
move  for  a thousand  extra  copies. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Walker,  King, 
and  Clay,  the  motion  to  print  1,000  copies  with  the 
acompanying  maps  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  to  Mr.  White,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  af- 
ter a short  session  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  13.  The  house  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  case  of  contested  election 
from  the  third  congressional  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, between  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ingersoll. 

Mr.  Naylor  resumed  his  argument  (from  yester- 
day) in  support  of  his  right  to  the  seat  now  held 
by  him;  and  continued  (without  concluding)  until 
after  3 o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  to  a motion,  by 
Mr.  Carter,  that  the  house  adjourn. 

But  the  motion  was  withdrawn  for  a few  mi- 
nutes, for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  senate  bills  on 
the  speaker’s  table  a first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferring them  to  appropriate  committees. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a number  of 
communications,  namely: 

1.  From  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings, 
containing  an  account  of  the  expenditures  on  those 
buildings  during  the  year  1840,  viz; 


estimates  for  the  service  of  that  department  for  the 
year  commencing  July  1,  1841. 

For  three  years  past  the  increasing  demands  for 
mail  service  have  exceeded  the  means  of  the  de- 
partment to  supply  them.  And  those  demands 
will  rather  be  increased  than  diminished  during  the 
next  fiscal  year. 

But  as  the  expenditures  of  this  department  are 
to  be  provided  for  from  its  own  resources,  I must 
be  governed  in  submitting  estimates  for  appropria- 
tions by  the  probable  amount  of  the  revenue  which 
will  accrue,  rather  than  by  the  extent  of  the  de- 
mands of  the  country  for  mail  accommodations. 

The  first  quarter  of  the  current  fiscal  year  has 
exhibited  a decline  of  about  five  per  cent,  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  last 
year;  the  accounts  of  the  second  quarter  are  not 
closed,  but,  unless  there  is  an  improvement  in  the 
two  last  quarters,  there  may  be  a declension  in  the 
revenue  of  the  year,  compared  with  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  June  last. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  next  fiscal  year 
will  exhibit  an  improvement  in  the  revenue,  equal 
to  at  least  six  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  past  year. 

Upon  this  assumption,  the  revenue  for  the  year 
commencing  the  fiist  of  July,  1841,  will  amount 
to  $4,81 1,620,  which  forms  the  basis  of  the  esti- 
mates submitted. 

This  amount  of  revenue,  it  is  estimated,  will  be 
required  to  be  expended  for  the  mail  service  for  the 
year  commencing  on  the  first  of  July,  1841,  as 
follows,  viz: 

Mail  transportation  $3,280,000 

Commissions  to  postmasters  1,050,000 

Ship,  steamboat  and  way  letters  40,000 

Wrapping  paper  25,000 

Office  furniture  5,000 

Advertising  36,000 

Mailbags  35,000 

Blanks  33,000 

Mail  locks,  keys  and  stamps  15,000 

Mail  depredations  and  special  agents  22,000 

Clerks  for  offices  210,000 

Miscellaneous  60,620 


The  treasury  building  $107,768  82 

The  patent  office  95,086  78 

General  post  office  128,472  33 

Jail  2,999  62 

Court  house  at  Alexandria  3.680  13 

Capitol  2,596  39 

Capitol  square  6,390  14 

President’s  house  and  grounds  . 3,018  59 

Foundation  for  statue  of  Washington  1,990  74 

Potomac  bridge  2,368  91 

Sundry  small  items  for  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  trees,  water, &c.  949  77 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  expenditures  of  the 
public  buildings. 

2.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
with  the  list  of  clerks  employed  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  treasury  department  during  the  year 
1840,  with  the  pay  oi  each.  Laid  on  the  table. 

3,  The  following  letter  from  the  postmaster  general: 

Post  office  department,  Jan.  11,  1841. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  July,  1836,  to  reorganize  the 
post  office  department,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 


$4,811,620 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  M.  NILES. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

Mr.  Briggs  stated  to  the  house  that  his  colleague 
(the  hon.  Win.  S.  Hastings)  was  so  indisposed  as 
to  be  unable  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a member  of 
the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  and  asked  to 
have  him  excused,  and  that  a member  be  appointed 
on  the  committee  in  his  place;  which  the  house 
assented  to,  and  Mr.  Hashngs  was  excused  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Mains  moved  that  the  bill  reported  by  him 
at  the  last  session,  from  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures, to  increase  the  duty  on  imported  silk 
goods,  be  made  the  special  order  for  the  27th  of  the 
present  month. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  would  be  happy  to  afford  his  aid  to  any 
proper  means  for  bringing  money  into  the  treasury, 
but  the  process  proposed  by  the  bill  now  proposed 
to  be  made  a special  order  was  entirely  too  slow 
for  the  present  pressing  wants  of  the  treasury.  He 
had  proposed  other  means,  on  which  he  wished  the 
early  action  of  the  house,  to  replenish  the  treasury, 
and  which  would  do  it  much  more  speedily  than 
the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Mams.  Mr.  J.  (hen  refer- 
red to  several  bills,  to  which  he  intended  (o  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  as  soon  as  he  could  do  so. 
He  therefore  felt  bound  to  oppose  the  motion  to 
give  the  bill  any  preference  in  the  business  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  in  his  estimation,  his  bill, 
which  was  a bill  to  provide  the  means  for  paying 
off  debts  and  loans,  was  much  more  deserving  of 
favor  than  bills  to  increase  the  debt  or  make  new 
loans.  Mr.  A.  then  went  on  to  show  the  propriety 
of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  could  not,  under  the  circum- 
stances he  had  already  slated,  give  Mr.  Adams'  bill 
a preference  at  this  time.  He  went  into  a short 
view  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  its  immedi- 
ate and  pressing  wants,  and  of  the  means  by  which 
he  proposed  to  supply  them. 

Mr.  Cushing  was  sorry  to  see  Mr.  Jones  confine 
himself  so  exclusively  to  the  wants  of  the  treasury 
during  the  present  session;  he  hoped  that  neither 
the  government  nor  the  world  were  coming  to  an 
end  on  the  3d  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Hubbard  here  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Jones  called  the  yeas  and  nays  op  Mr. 
Adams'  motion.  They  were  taken,  and  the  vote 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  64,  nays  53. 

A quorum  not  voting,  the  house  adjourned  im- 
mediately. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  23,  1841— CONGRESS. 


333 


Thursday,  Jan.  14.  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Caroli- 
na, appeared  anil  took  his  seat  to-day. 

The  journal  having  been  read,  Mr.  Adams  rose 
and  said  that  as  he  supposed  the  first  question  be- 
fore the  house  was  the  motion  submitted  by  him 
yesterday,  to  make  the  bill  to  impose  duties  upon 
imported  silk  manufactures  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  the  27th  of  this  month,  (on  which  question, 
when  taken  yesterday,  no  quorum  had  voted),  and 
as  it  was  doubtful  now,  he  thought,  whether  a quo- 
rum was  present,  he  would  move  a call  of  the  house. 
The  question  having  been  put,  the  house  refused 
the  call. 

The  speaker  then  announced  that  the  first  ques- 
tion before  the  house  was  the  motion  to  make  the 
above  mentioned  biil  the  sptcial  order  of  the  day 
for  the  27th  of  the  present  month — on  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Miss,  and  other  gentlemen, 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill;  which  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  was  requisite  to  accomplish  the 
object? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  78,  nays  65.  Not  two-thirds. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
case  of  contested  election  from  the  third  congres- 
sional district  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  between 
Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ingersoll. 

Mr.  Naylor  resumed  his  argument  (from  yester- 
day) in  support  of  his  right  to  the  seat  now  held  by 
him — and  concluded  at  15  minutes  past  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Green  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  neces- 
sity of  laying  such  duties,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue, 
upon  wines  and  silks,  and  such  other  articles  of  luxury 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  will  meet  the  neces- 
sary expenditures  of  the  government,  and  pay  off  the 
debt  already  incurred  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
and  all  such  other  debts  as  may  be  owing  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr  Cave  Johnson  moved  an  adjournment  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. — 
When  Mr.  J.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Objection  was  then  made  to  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  G.-eeu  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to  en- 
able him  to  move  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Pickens  asked  if  the  question  was  debatable? 

The  speaker  answered  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
motion,  as  it  was  a test  question. 

Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  inquired  of  the  speaker 
whether,  it  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  resolution 
would  have  precedence  over  other  business. 

The  speaker  said  it  would. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  inquired  of  Mr.  Adams 
whether  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures (in  reference  to  which  amotion  had  this 
day  been  decided)  did  not  cover  the  subject  matter 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that  that  bill  had  reference 
solely  to  silks;  and  that,  as  the  house  had  determin- 
ed not  to  fix  a day  on  which  to  take  it  up,  he,  for 
his  part,  hoped  that  they  would  refer  this  subject, 
with  the  rest,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means; 
tor,  as  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  two-thirds  to  get 
the  bill  up,  he  at  least  despaired  of  doing  so,  alter 
the  experience  he  had  had  this  morning.  There 
was  a large  majority  in  favor  of  the  bill,  though  it 
could  not  be  carried  through  because  a vote  of  two- 
thirds  could  not  be  obtained  to  bring  it  up. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  that  although  the  bill  alluded 
to,  covered  silks  alone,  yet  that  it  was  open  to 
amendment,  and  might,  if,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  stated,  a large  majo- 
rity was  in  favor  of  it,  be  so  amended  as  to  cover 
the  whole  ground. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  suspending  the 
rule,  and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  80,  nays  86. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Green  was  not  received. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  bill  No.  593  to  authorise 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  be  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  on  M mday  next,  to  take  precedence  of  all 
other  business  until  said  bill  shall  be  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Barnard  sent  to  the  table  and  had  read  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Jones's  resolu- 
tion: 

That  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  in  relation  to  treasury  notes,  and  that  the  sub- 
ject of  miking  provision  for  the  wants  of  the  treasury 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 


1.  To  bring  in  a bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  borrow  $10,000,006  on  the  credit  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  issue  bonds  or  scrip  therefor. 

2.  To  bring  in  a bill  imposing  duties  for  additional 
revenue  on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spices  and  other  arti- 
cles, being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
but  in  such  manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  princi- 
ples, policy  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  March,  1833,  com- 
monly called  the  compromise  act. 

This  was  ruled  out  by  the  chair  as  not  being  in 
order. 

Mr.  Jones  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  re- 
solution, and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dawson  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  (Mr.  Jones)  whether  the 
money  provided  by  this  bill  was  actually  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  governmental  this 
time? 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  a considerable  portion  of 
the  money  was  now  required  and  would  be  required 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  A large  portion  of 
it — more  than  a million  of  dollars — would  be  requir- 
ed to  pay  pensions  falling  due  immediately  after  the 
4th  of  March — on  the  5th,  he  believed;  and  a small 
portion  of  it  would  be  required  to  meet  claims  com- 
ing due  between  this  time  and  that. 

Mr.  Dawson  was  desirous,  he  said,  (o  know  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  what  would  be 
the  wants  of  the  government  during  the  year. — 
Whilst  providing,  we  ought  to  make  provision  for 
all. 

Mr.  Jones  said  it  wras  proposed  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  to  make  provision  for  all  the 
wants  of  the  government  during  the  present  year. 
He  believed — and  he  based  his  belief  on  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury — that  the  means  of 
the  year  would  be  sufficient  for  the  year;  but  it 
would  be  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  inequa- 
lity between  the  time  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  money’,  that  temporary  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  first  quarter,  to  enable  the 
government  to  meet  the  claims  upon  it. 

After  some  conversation  on  a question  of  order — 

The  question  was  put  on  the  resolution,  and  the 
vote  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  109,  nays  50. 

There  being  two-thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the 
treasury  note  bill  was  made  the  special  order  lor 
Monday  next,  the  18th  instant. 

Mr.  Barnard,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, obtained  leave  to  report  a bill  to  establish  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  for  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  twice  read;  when  Mr.  Pickens  in- 
quired if  it  was  similar  to  the  bill  which  passed  the 
senate  at  the  last  session? 

Mr.  Barnard  said  he  was  pleased  that  the  inquiry 
had  been  made.  It  was  identical  with  the  bill  o! 
the  senate  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina. 

The  bill  was  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Barnard  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  for  this  day  fortnight,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

And  pending  this  motion,  a motion  wa3  made  to 
adjourn,  which  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Fuday,  Jan  15.  The  question  pending  yester- 
day, on  tile  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  that  tile  bill  to 
establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  be  set  as 
a special  order  for  the  28th  ol  the  present  month, 
came  up  as  the  first  business  in  order  this  morning. 

It  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas 
57,  nays  96. 

So  the  bill  was  not  set  as  a special  order.  It  takes 
its  place  on  the  calendar  of  business  belore  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  elections,  in  the  contested  election  between 
Charles  Naylor,  the  sitting  member  from  the  third 
congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  the  claimant,  which  has  been  under  con- 
sideration for  several  days,  came  up  in  order.  The 
report  is  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Mr.  Naylor  to  the 
seat  he  occupies. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  answered  the  speech  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Naylor.  Alter  lie  nad  conclud'  d — 
Mr.  Naylor  rejoined  in  a tew  remarks;  when  Mr. 
Jameson  moved  the  previous  question;  which  was 
demanded  by  a large  majority  of  members. 

The  speaker  then  put  the  question,  shall  the  main 
question  be  put?  And  there  was  also  a large  majori- 
ty in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows;  yeas  5S, 
nays  1 11. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn;  and  the  main 
question  recurred,  to  wit:  That  the  house  do  concur 
in  the  resolution  recommended  by  the  committee 
of  elections? 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that,  although  it  was  too  late 
by  the  rules  to  move  a call  of  the  house,  yet  he 
hoped  that,  by  gencial  consent,  a call  would  be 


made;  many  members  were  out  of  the  house,  under 
the  expectation  that  the  question  would  not  be 
taken  so  soon  in  the  day,  who  desired  to  vote  upon 
it.  No  objection  being  interposed,  a call  of  tho 
house  was  ordered.  The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and 
reported  194  members  present.  And  the  doors  were 
closed. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further 
proceedings  on  the  call. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this  motion,  and 
there  were  for  dispensing  with  the  further  proceed- 
ings 115,  against  it  66. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  resolution 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  elections,  when 
Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  house  was  counted  by  tellers,  and  the  motion 
was  negatived:  ayes  86,  noes  106. 

Mr.  Wallerson  then  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  this  contested  election  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  chair,  what  would  be  the 
state  of  the  business  if  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table 
prevailed?  Would  not  Mr.  Naylor  continue  to  hold 
his  seat? 

The  chair  answered  that  he  would. 

Many  voices  were  heard  to  call  upon  Mr.  Waiter- 
son  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lie  on  the  table.  Mr. 
W.  did  so,  and  the  house  came  to  a direct  vote  on 
the  following  resolution  recommended  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  elections: 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Naylon  was  duly  elected 
a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  twen- 
ty-sixth congress  from  the  third  congressional  district 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  result- 
ed as  follows: 


r uno — iviessrs-  fvoaras,  Airoru,  John  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardmari, 
Bond,  Bolts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Samson  H.  Butler,  W. 

O.  Builer,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  James 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
E.  Davies,  J.  W.  Davis,  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dellet,  Doe,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher, 
Garland,  Gates,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hall, 
W.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes  Henry,  Hill,  of  Virginia,  Hiii, 
oj  North  Carolina,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Jenifer, 
C.  Johnston,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane, 
Lincoln,  F.  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Moore, 
Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbef,  Osborne,  Paien- 
Peck,  Pope,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Rhett, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shepard,  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly, 
Stuart,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  John 
B Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull, 
Underwood.  P.  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  John  White, 
Thos  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams 

C.  H.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise — 117 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beatty,  Blackwell.  Brew- 
ster, A.  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Bynum,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Coles,  Connor,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Dana,  Da- 
vee,  John  Davis,  Dickerson,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith, 
Gerry,  Griffin.  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Haw- 
kins, Hillen,  Hopkins, Huhbard,  Jameson,  Joseph  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  Mc- 
Clellan, M Clure,  McCulloch,  IVIcKuy,  IVIarchand 
Medill,  Miller,  Montanva.  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, New  hard,  Parrish.  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  E.  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Samuels! 
S'  aw,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Swearengen,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas, 

P . F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel 

D.  D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  J.  W.  Williams! 
Henry  WiTlium? — 85. 


And  so  the  right  of  Mr.  Naylor  to  the  seat  he  now 
holds  as  the  representative  in  this  house  from  the 
third  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania  was 
confirmed. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  16.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  asked 
leave  to  offer  a resolution,  which  he  sent  to  the 
lable,  where  it  was  read  for  information.  It  is  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  be  paid  the  mi- 
leage and  per  diem  of  a member  of  congress  up  to  the 
time  that  the  case  of  the  contested  election  between 
himself  and  Charles  Naylor  from  the  third  congres- 
sional district  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  was  decided 
by  this  house. 

The  resolution  was  objected  to.  Mr.  Campbell 
moved  a suspension  ot  the  rule. 

Mr.  Smith,  ot'  Conn,  said  if  Mr.  Campbell  would 
consent  to  modify  so  as  to  deduct  the  sum  paid  Mr. 
Ingersoll  at  the  late  session  for  witnesses,  &c.  he 
would  vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  question  to  suspend  the  rule  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as  follows:  For  the  sus- 
pension 55.  against  it  85. 

Mr.  Proffil  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution: 

Whereas,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  letter 
of  the  7 ; h of  December,  1810,  transmitting  his  annual 
report  on  the  stale  of  the  finances,  also  an  estimate  of 
appropriations  for  the  year  1841,  makes  use  of  the  fol- 
io ing  language: 
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“It  has  already  been  shown  that  ihe  whole  amount 
of  receipts  in  1S4L  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge all  ordinary  expenditures,  and  these  parts  of 
the  outstanding  debt,  funded  or  unfunded,  which  may 
become  due.  13 ut  the  preservation  ot  a suitable  ba- 
lance in  the  treasury  may  require  more  than  what  will 
probably  be  left  after  satisfying  other  purposes.  I lie 
raising  of  any  surn  for  that  object  in  1S41  could,  how- 
ever, be  obviated  by  authorising  a contract  to  be  made, 
under  proper  restrictions,  extending  the  period  of  pay- 
ment for  a portion  of  the  temporary  liabilities  falling 
due  in  that  year.  Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  under- 
signed, the  best  mode  of  providing. for  this  case  would 
be,  without  either  an  extension  of  this  kind,  or  a loan, 
or  o.  further  issue  of  treasury  notes,  or  a change  in  the 
tariff;  but  merely  by  lessening  the  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  18-11  below  the  estimates,  or  by  passing 
such  declaratory  clauses  as  to  the  present  tariff,  ana 
such  acts  as  to  the  public  lands,  as  have  heretofore 
been  urged  on  the  consideration  of  congress.'’ 

And  whereas,  the  said  secretary  of  the  treasury,  not- 
withstanding the  above  declaration  .respecting  treasury 
notes,  did  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  in  a communica- 
tion laid  before  this  house,  asked  to  be  empowered  to 
issue  $5, 000,000  more  of  treasury  notes. 

And  whereas,  the  declaration  is  made  by  the  secreta- 
ry that  “the  best  mode  of  providing  for  this  case’’  would 
be  “ merely  by  lessening  the  appropriations  for  the  service 
of  1841  below  the  estimates;1’  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house  what  particularitems  of  the 
estimates  for  1841,  accompanying  his  letter,  can,  in  his 
opinion,  be  dispensed  with,  and  why  said  estimates,  if 
not  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
have  by  him  been  laid  before  this  house  as  requiring 
corresponding  appropriations. 

Mr.  Profit  said  that  he  offered  the  resolution  be- 
cause he  would  be  called  upon  on  next  Monday  lo 
vote  upon  the  bill  authorising  an  additional  issue  of 
five  millions  of  treasury  notes;  and  he  would  not  ask 
the  yeas  and  nays,  neither  would  lie  in  any  other 
way  occupy  the  time  of  the  house.  His  bad  health 
would  ol  itself  prevent  him  from  speaking  at  any 
length.  But  the  secrc-lary  of  the  treasury  had  de- 
liberately stated  that  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 
was  not  “f/ic  best  mode ” of  meeting  the  deficit  in 
the  treasury.  He  had  stated  that  there  was  a better 
mode,  and  had  told  us  it  is  to  “reduce  the  appro- 
priations for  1841  below  the  estimates.”  The  se- 
cretary himself  had  placed  those  estimates  before 
ns,  and  asked  for  corresponding  appropriations.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  called  upon  the  secretary  by  this  resolu- 
tion to  point  out  what  particular  items  of  the  esti- 
mates can  be  dispensed  wi:h;  and  surely  the  sup- 
porters of  the  administration,  the  friends  of  the 
secretary,  those  who  advocate  this  issue  ol  treasury 
notes,  will  not  refuse  to  cunsider  the  resolution  and 
call  for  the  information. 

The  secretary  had  also  stated  that  there  was  still 
another  mode  of  avoiding  a deficit  in  the  treasury, 
which  was,  to  postpone  the  payment  of  “temporary- 
liabilities  lor  1541.”  Mr.  P.said  that  tie  would 
not  deny  that  this  proposition,  though  the  very 
quintessence  of  absurdity,  was  neverlheless  (rue. 
It  Ihe  government  postpones  the  payment  of  its 
debts,  it  certainly  can  do  without  such  money.  It 
is  a self-evident  proposition. 

Mr.  P«  said  he  had  quoted  in  his  resolution  verba- 
tim the  language  of  the  secretary,  and  he  was  deter- 
mined to  hold  him  to  his  own  declarations  and  as- 
sertions. If  they  were  false,  let  the  secretary  bear 
the  odium.  But’,  for  himself,  lie  would  not  be  thus 
constantly  imposed  upon  by  contradictory  state- 
ments. One  moment  we  are  told  Uiat  there  will 
be  a balance  of  upwards  of  a million  in  tile  treasury 
on  the  termination  of  the  year  1340.  Next  day 
we  are  told  that  there  is  a deficiency  which  re- 
quires immediate  relief  lo  the  amount  of  5,000,000 
dollars.  In  one  report  we  are  told  that  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  is  not  the  best  mode;  next  day  we 
are  urged  to  issue  them  as  the  best  mode.  One  day 
we  have  estimates  placed  before  us,  and  are  told 
that  they’’  require  corresponding  appropriations;  then 
again  we  are  told  that  those  estimates  are  too  large,; 
and  ought  to  be  reduced.  Let  the  secretary  explain 
these  contradictions  by  answering  the  resolution 
now  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  should  object  to  all  resolutions  and  other  mat- 
ters out  ol  the  regular  orde^  of  business. 

Mr.  Profit  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  his  resolution.  The  ques- 
tion to  suspend  was  put  and  negatived. 

M r.  Rives,  from  the  committee  of  elections,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  pay  James 
M.  Carlisle,  out  of  the  Contingent  fund,  two  dollars  per 
day  in  addition  to  what  he  has  already  received,  as 
compensation  for  his  services  as  clerk  of  the  committee 
of  elections  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  tabic;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Habersham,  from  the  commitlee  on  com- 
merce, reported  s bill  for  an  extension  of  the  port 


of  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  include  the  city  of  La- 
fayette; which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Habersham  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg for  the  establishment  of  a marine  hospital  at 
City  Point.  The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  committee  on  Ihe  public 
lands,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  an- 
nual report  ol  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  together  with  the  maps,  be  printed  for  die  use  of 
the  house,  provided  the  same  plates  can  be  used  upon 
which  the  same  maps  furnished  the  senate  have  been 
printed,  and  without  any  additional  charge  for  engrav- 
ing. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crary,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  to  authorise 
the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  lands,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacantand  unappropriatedlands  within  the  same, 
passed  April  18,  1806;  which  was  twice  read.  Mr. 
Crary  said  every  member  was  familiar  with  the 
subject  of  the  bill;  it  had  long  been  before  the  house; 
the  subject  was  well  understood;  lie  would  there- 
fore move  that  it  be  engrossed,  and  read  a third 
time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  moved  that  the  bill  be 
committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  opposed  the  commitment,  and 
said  the  bill  had  been  so  shaped  as  to  meetthe  appro- 
bation of  all  parties  interested  in  its  provisions. 

Messrs.  Wise  and  Crockett  advocated  the  third 
reading. 

Messrs.  Motgomery  and  Williams,  of  N.  C.  op- 
posed the  third  reading. 

The  subject  had  not  been  disposed  of  when,  the 
speaker  having  announced  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour — Mr.  Crockett  asked  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Montgomery  indicated  his  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment  when  the  bill  shall  again  come  be- 
fore the  house,  and  asked  that  it  be  also  printed; 
which  was  assented  to. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  from  the  select  committee 
on  the  letter  of  John  C.  Rives,  of  the  firm  of  Blair 
8c  Rives,  printers  to  the  house,  complaining  of  the 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  printers  by  the  clerk  of 
Ihe  house,  made  a report,  submitting  ihe  following 
as  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  committee: 

First.  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  character  of 
the  controversy,  or  Ihe  evidence  submitted,  to  im- 
ply censure-  on  either  of  the  parlies;  but  seems  to 
have  been  the  result  of  a misapprehension  of  the 
legitimate  sphere  of  their  respective  duties. 

Second.  That,  by  existing  laws,  all  the  printing 
ordered  by  the  house  should  be  executed  by  the 
public  printers. 

Third.  That,  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  the 
last  12  years  in  the  absence  of  all  legal  provisions, 
Ihe  binding  of  such  documents  as  he  may  print 
should  be  executed  by  the  public  printer,  as  an  in- 
cident to  the  printing. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

A number  of  bills,  of  a private  or  local  nature, 
were  also  reported,  and  appropriately  referred. 

The  speaker  laid  before  (he  house  sundry  com- 
munications, viz: 

1.  From  tire  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting 
a list  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  navy  department  during  the  year 
1540. 

2.  From  the  secretary  of  war,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  military  establish- 
ment during  the  year  1840,  amounting  altogether  to 
$5,112  14.  Laid  on  the  table. 

3 From  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  with 
a list  of  old  balances  on  die  book3  of  the  register  of 
the  treasury.  Laid  on  the  table. 

4.  From  Ihe  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  with 
a list  of  old  balances  on  the  books  of  the  third  au- 
ditor of  the  treasury.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  for  the  discontinuance  of  tile  office  of  surveyor 
general  in  the  several  districts  as  soon  as  t he  sur- 
veys can  be  completed,  for  abolishing  land  offices, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  1211)  June,  1840,  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands. 

Tiie  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  private  hills,  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass,  in  the 
chair),  when  several  were  considered  and  di-posed 
of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  the  house 
adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  18.  The  special  order  on  the  trea- 
sury note  bill,  which  was  set  (or  this  day,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  business,  was  announced  by 
the  chair,  when  Mr.  Chtrin  obtained  leave  to  intro- 


duce two  bills,  notice  of  which  had  been  hereto- 
fore given,  viz: 

A bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  autho- 
rise the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  to  enter  back 
lands.” 

A bill  to  unite  the  southeastern  land  district  and 
that  of  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river  and  east  of 
the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  form  a new  dis- 
trict, and  (brother  purposes. 

These  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

The  house  then,  in  execution  of  the  special  or- 
der, resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  John  Q.  Milams,  of 
Mass,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  to  authorise  the  issue  of  five  millions  of 
treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Jones  desired,  he  said,  very  briefly  to  assign 
the  reasons  which  appeared  to  him  to  render  the 
passage  of  the  bill  necessary  and  pioper.  II  it 
should  appear  that  the  means  asked  in  it  were 
really  necessary  to  enable  the  government  to  meet 
with  punctuality  its  numerous  engagements  and  to 
preserve  its  faith  unbroken,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
no  other  reason  need  be. assigned  to  entitle  the  bill 
to  the  favor  of  the  committee.  We  might  differ 
among  ourselves  as  to  the  best  mode  of  furnishing 
the  relief  required  by  the  government,  but  he  was 
sure  that  it  was  an  object  near  the  heart  of  every 
representative  to  see  the  government  of  their  own 
choice  rescued  from  that  degradation  into  which  it 
must  sink  should  the  aid,  which  was  really  neces- 
sary, be  withheld. 

A carelul  review’ of  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  would,  he  thought,  satisfy  every 
gentleman  that  the  measure  now  introduced  was 
not  intended  to  provide  for  any  permanent  deficien- 
cy which  it  was  supposed  would  exist  in  the  re- 
venue at  the  close  of  the  present  year.  For,  if  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  were  right  in  his  esti- 
mates, and  if  the  appropriations  made  by  congress 
should  be  kept  w ithin  those  estimates,  the  revenue 
for  tiie  year  1841  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
all  the  current  expenditures  of  the  year,  and  for  the 
reduction  of  the  four  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  outstanding  treasury  notes,  together  with 
that  portion  of  the  public  debt,  funded  and  unfund- 
ed, that  would  fall  due  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
But  it  was  intended  so  to  use  the  credit  of  the  go- 
vernment as  to  anticipate,  and  that  only  for  a short 
time,  the  revenue  of  the  government;  for,  so  un- 
equally were  the  receipts  and  expenditures  thrown 
upon  different  periods  of  the  year,  that  it  must  be 
apparent  that  with  means  most  ample  to  meet  all 
the  liabilities  of  the  year,  yet  those  means  might 
not  be  received  in  time  to  meet  the  liabilities  as 
they  were  expected  to  arisp.  For  example,  if  we 
were  to  rely  on  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury — and  he  (Mr.  J.)  knew  of  no  source  from 
which  more  correct  information  fould  be  derived — 
the  heaviest  expenditures  during  the  year  were  ex- 
pected to  fall  upon  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
whilst  the  heaviest  receipts  were  not  expected  to 
be  realized  until  the  third  quarter. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
a statement  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  relation  to  the  liabilities  of  the  government 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  means 
of  the  government  to  meet  them. 

Mr.  J.  being  about  to  read — Mr.  Barnard  desir- 
ed to  be  informed  whether  the  gentleman  was  read- 
ing from  a manuscript?  Mr.  Jones  replied  that  he 
was.  It  was  a statement  showing  what  might  be 
the  amount  of  revenue.  Mr.  Barnard.  A state- 
ment wdiieh  has  been  printed?  Mr.  Jones.  No. 
It  was  furnished  to  me  in  answer  to  a call  made  by 
me  for  my  own  information. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  as  follows: 

Estimates  for  1 st  quarter  of  1841,  ending  March  31. 

I.  Receipts. 

From  d'ltipp,  considering  the  large  drawbacks  and 
refunding  under  new'  judicial  decisions,  unless 
the  law  is  specially  amended,  notovpr  $3,000,000 
From  sales  of  lands,  unless  the  banks 
resume  specie  payments  immediately, 
not  over  450,000 

From  miscellaneous  sources  and  from 
indebted  banks,  if  further  lime  is  given 
to  those  in  Natchez,  and  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  pays  its  balance,  as 
expected,  to  a special  object,  and  not 
for  general  purposes,  only  about  50,000 


$3,500,000 

II.  Expenditures. 

Ordinary  ones,  including  pensions,  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  a usual  number 
of  private  acts  $4,500,000 

District  debt  to  Holland,  principal,  1st 

instalment,  and  interest  80,000 
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Fi3hing  bounties,  either  out  of  the  trea- 
sury or  reserved  from  the  accruing 
revenue  300,000 

Most  of  the  expenses  for  taking  the 
census  550,000 


$5,430,009 

So  that,  (continued  Mr.  J.)  if  the  government 
should  realize  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  expect- 
ed in  the  1st  quarter,  there  would  still  be  a balance 
left  to  be  provided  for  of  one  million  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  This  was  exclu- 
sive of  the  estimated  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month,  (January);  and  when 
every  dollar  now  in  the  treasury,  or  estimated  to  be 
in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of  the  present  month, 
should  have  been  applied,  there  would  still  be  a de- 
ficiency of  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars. 

But  we  all  knew  that  this  estimated  balance  in 
the  treasury  could  not  so  be  applied,  because  a por- 
tion of  it  had  not,  in  point  of  fact,  corne  into  the 
treasury.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  due  from  the  bank  of  Natchez, 
which  was  expected  to  have  been  paid,  had  not,  in 
fact,  been  paid;  and  not  more  than  five  or  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  that  estimated  balance  was 
in  the  eastern  section,  where  it  could  be  made  avail- 
able in  a very  short  period,  where  full  three- 
lourths  of  the  expenditures  would  be  required  to  be 
made. 

The  residue  of  the  amount  was  scattered  over 
the  country  in  land  offices,  mints  and  other  small 
depositories  of  the  government,  in  sums  of  seven- 
ty, eighty,  or,  it  might  be,  ninety  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Such  being  the  means  of  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  such  its  liabilities  during  the  same  time, 
it  became  the  duty  of  congress,  if  it  was  intended 
that  the  treasury  should  meet  its  liabilities  and  pre- 
serve the  faith  ot  the  country,  to  make  temporary 
provisions  for  the  deficiency  which  would  arise  dur- 
ing the  first  quarter. 

He  knew  he  should  be  told  that  the  deficiency  was 
permanent,  and  that  provision  should  be  made 
to  meet,  not  a temporary,  but  a permanent  deficien- 
cy. If  this  assumption  was  well  founded,  the  con- 
sequence would  follow  necessarily. 

But  was  the  fact  so?  In  order  to  determine  the 
question,  we  must  look  to  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation within  our  reach.  Where  should  we  look 
to  satisfy  ourselves?  It  would  seem  to  him  that  we 
should  look  to  the  officer  to  whom  all  the  avenues 
ol  information  were  laid  open — to  him  whose  duty 
charged  him  with  the  general  supervision  of  the 
whole  subject  of  the  finances — the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  from  page  7 of  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  the  following 
passages: 

‘•It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  possession 
of  this  department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 

From  customs  $19,000,000 

From  lands  3,500,000 

Fiom  miscellaneous  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury available  on  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry next  1,580,855 


The  aggregate  of  ordinary7  means  for 

the  next  year  would  then  be  24,180,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
principle  or  interest,  due  from 
banks,  which  is  likely  to  be  made 
available,  except  about  220,000 

A power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of 
31st  of  March,  1840,  to  issue  trea- 
sury notes  till  a year  from  its  pas- 
sage expires,  but  not  to  make  the 
whole  emission  outstanding  at  any- 
one time  exceed  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

This  will  furnish  additional  means, 
equal  to  the  computed  amount 
which  can  be  issued  at  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  being  about  342,818 


Hence  there  may  be  added,  from  these 
several  sources,  so  much  as  to  make 
the  whole  mean  for  the  next  year  24,723,473 
On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures 
for  1841  for  ordinary  purposes,  if 
congress  make  no  reduction  in  the 
appropriations  requested  by  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  are  estimated 
at  19,250,000 


This  would  leave  a balance  in  the 
treasury,  at  the  close  ol'  the  year, 
equal  to  5,473,473 


But  certain  payments  will  also  be 
made  on  account  of  the  funded  and 
unfunded  debt,  unless  congress  au- 
thorise contracts  to  be  formed  lor 
extending  the  time  of  their  payment. 

Thus,  there  will  be  requiied — 

On  account  of  the  I'undeu  debt,  chief- 
ly for  the  cities  of  this  District  149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  treasury  notes, 
if  all  the  others  be  issued  which  can 
be  under  the  present  laws,  as  then 
the  amount  returned  within  A.D. 

1841  will  probably  not  exceed  4,500.000 

$4,649,200 


Estimated  balance  in  the  treasury  at 

the  closs  of  the  next  year,  after  all 

payments  whatever  $324,273” 

Mr.  J.  continued.  He  thought  he  must  have  sa- 
tisfied the  committee,  if  the  report  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  were  to  be  relied  on,  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  government,  for  1841,  were  no!  only 
ample  to  meet  all  the  current  charges  upon  it  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  also  to  redeem  the  four  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  treasury  notes  now 
outstanding,  and  that  portion  of  (he  public  debt 
which  would  fall  due  in  the  year,  and  would  leave 
a balance  of  $824,273  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year.  And  he  thought  the  committee  must  also  be 
satisfied  that  the  great  inequality  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  at  different  periods  of  the 
year,  rendered  it  necessary  that  some  temporary7 
provision  should  be  made  to  meet  these  liabilities. 

That  some  measure  calculated  to  obviate  these 
difficulties  was  to  be  expected,  from  the  report  of 
the  secretary  himself,  appeared  too  manifest  to  re- 
quire comment.  On  pages  10  and  11  of  the  report 
the  secretary  said: 

‘■It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  w hole  amount 
of  receipts  in  1341  w ill  probably  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  all  ordinary  expenditures,  and  those  parts 
of  the  outstanding  debt,  funded  or  unfunded,  which 
may  become  due.  But  the  preservation  of  a suitable 
balance  in  the  treasury  may  require  more  than  will 
probably  be  left  after  satisfying  other  purposes.” 

And  again: 

“It  w ill  be  observed,  however,  that  though,  under 
either  of  these  arrangements,  enough  might  be  ob- 
tained within  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objects  con 
teinplated,  yet  not  a due  or  sufficient  proportion  in 
the  first  quarter;  because  by  that  time  all  the  mea- 
sures are  not  likely  to  go  into  full  operation,  nor 
much  of  the  anticipated  increase  to  happen  in  the 
actual  receipts  of  duties  under  existing  laws.  Un- 
usually heavy  expenses  w ill  also  fall  on  that  quarter 
in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a I'uJi  portion  of 
most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole  pension 
payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  one-third 
of  a million,  or  more,  for  all  the  annual  fishing 
bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most  of  the 
charges  for  the  whole  year  connected  with  the  ses- 
sion of  congress  and  private  bills,  as  well  as  large 
payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the  first  in- 
stalment of  the  debt  of  this  District;  several  of  them 
as  early  even  as  the  first  day  of  January. 

“From  these  circumstances,  and  the  considera- 
tions that  all  which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  not 
be  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  treasury7, 
under  the  policy  adopted  by  congress  cflaie  years, 
will  of  necessity  be  small,  while  the  fluctuations 
and  inequalities  are  very  great  between  ll'.e  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  different  portions  of  the  year, 
to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed,  from  causes 
that  have  on  former  occasions  been  explained  at 
length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire  safety  requires 
a conditional  power  to  be  seasonably  conferred  on 
the  executive  to  obtain  at  any  time  within  1S4I 
such  subsidiary  means  as  may  be  needed  for  a few 
months,  and  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  trea- 
sury punctually  to  discharge,  during  that  year,  all 
the  liabilities  imposed  by  congress.” 

Mr.  J.  continued.  lie  was  aware  that  we  should 
be  told  that  these  statements  were  no!  to  be  relied 
upon;  and  that  we  should  probably  be  retimed  to 
the  estimates  submitted  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session,  and  be  told  that  the  receipts  of  the 
year  fell  far  short  of  the  estimates  submitted  by  the 
secretary.  It  was  true  that  the  estimates  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  last  year  were  not  realized;  but  every  gen- 
tleman would  recollect  that  these  were  mere  esti- 
mates made  upon  data  w hich  had  hitherto  furnished  ; 
a rule  both  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  for  ! 
congress;  and  fortunate,  indeed,  would -it  be,  it,  in  I 
these  times  of  derangement  in  the  monetary  affairs  1 
of  the  country,  when  embarrassment  pervaded  al-  I 
most  the  whole  land,  and  when  revulsion  after  re-  | 
vulsion  follows  in  rapid  succession,  they  should  he  i 
found  exact.  Everv  gentlemen  knew  that  the  fa-  | 
reign  comineice  of  the  country  furnished  the  chief : 
basts  of  the  revenue  of  the  government;  and,  knew-  | 


i ng  this  lact,  who  would  be  at  a loss  to  account  for 
the  extraordinary  falling  off  of  the  revenue  for  the 
last  year?  Who  could  have  anticipated  that  the  im- 
ports during  the  last  year  were  to  sink  below  (hose 
of  the  preceding  year  57  millions  of  dollars?  or  that 
the  imports  of  1838,  exceeding,  if  he  recollected 
right,  160  millions,  would  have  sank  down  again  in 
1839  to  less  than  105  millions? 

It  was  also  known  to  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  principal  sources  of  our  present  re- 
venue were  most  sensibly  affected  by  commercial 
prospciity — by  the  crops — by  the  banks — and  by 
the  credit  sy  stem  both  of  our  own  country  and  of 
foreign  nations.  Let  those  gentlemen  who  made 
objections  to  the  estimate?  submitted  to  congress  at 
the  commencement  of  this  year  look  a little  lurlher 
into  the  subject.  Let  them  turn  their  attention  to 
the  y7ear  1816;  and  they  would  find  the  revenue  of 
the  government  sinking,  in  a single  quarter,  from  9 
millions  to  less  than  3 millions.  Look  at  the  pro- 
ceeds of'  the  sales  of  public  lands;  and  it  would  be 
found  that  in  1836  tile  amount  paid  into  the  public 
treasury  from  that  source  exceeded  24  millions  of 
dollars,  (more  than  half  of  w hat  had  been  received 
during  the  preceding  40  years),  whilst  in  183S  the 
amount  sank  to  less  than  3 millions  of  dollars.  In 
Michigan  alone,  the  receipts  for  1836  exceeded  5 
millions;  and  in  1338  they  sank  again  to  $154,000. 
In  Louisiana  and  Mississippi, ^where,  in  each  ol  the 
years  of  1836  and  ’37,  the  proceeds  bad  exceeded  3 
millions,  they  sank  down  in  1833  to  $96,000. 

He  adverted  to  these  facts  lor  the  purpose  of 
showing  bow  difficult  it  was  for  any  man,  with  even 
the  best  means  of  information  before  him,  to  arrive 
at.  any  thing  like  exactness  in  the  estimates  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  this  country  was  placed. 
But  if  the  report  of  the  secretary  was  to  be  relied 
on — and  he  (Mr  J.)  knew  no  safer  reliance— it  fol- 
lowcd  necessarily  that  there  must  be  ample  means 
on  the  part  oF  the  government  to  meet  its  liabilities 
during  the  year;  but  those  means  could  not  be  re- 
ceived in  time  to  meet  the  liabilities  as  they  were 
expected  to  arise.  In  this  state  of  things  it  was 
that  congress  was  called  upon  to  furnish  such  means 
as  it  might,  in  its  wisdom,  deem  just  and  proper. 
The  friends  of  the  administration,  regarding  the  de- 
ficiency as  temporary,  proposed  so  to  use  the  credit 
of  the  government  as  to  anticipate  for  a short  time 
the  revenue  of  the  country.  The  opponents  of  the 
administration,  regarding  the  deficiency,  not  as 
temporary,  but  permanent,  would  in  all  probability 
propose,  as  they  had  done  on  former  occasions,  to 
provide  a loan;  and  this,  in  his  judgment,  would 
furnish  the  foundation  of  a permanent  national  debt. 
It  was  needless  for  him  to  say  that  he  was  opposed 
to  any  such  measure,  unless  required  by  circum- 
stances of  overruling  necessity.  He  adverted  briefly 
to  the  difficulties  likely  to  arise,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  own  and  foreign  countries,  in  the  ne- 
gotiation of  a loan,  and  pointed  out  the  objections 
to  which,  in  bis  opinion,  it  was  liable. 

He  disavowed  any  parly7  feeling  or  consideration 
in  tlie  matter,  and  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  those  into  whose  hands  the  government  must 
shortly  pass  might  be  enabled  so  to  direct  the  ship 
of  state  as  to  preserve  in  their  purity  our  republican 
institutions,  and  to  enhance  the  prosperity  of  our 
common  country 

Mr.  Barnard  then  took  the  floor,  and  offered  the 
proposition  which  follows.  Some  desultory  conver- 
sation arose  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  submitting  it, 
whereupon  Mr.  B.  withdrew  it  with  the  intention 
hereafter  to  offer  it  in  due  form.  It  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  he  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  in  relation  to  treasury  notes,  and 
that  the  subject  of  making  provision  for  the  wants  of 
the  treasury  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions — 

First.  To  bring  in  a bill  authorising  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  on  the 
credit  of  the  government,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  scrip 
therefor. 

Second.  To  bring  in  a bill  imposing  dulies  for  addi- 
tional ri  venue  on  vines,  silks,  linens,  spices  and  other 
articles,  being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States; 
but  in  such  manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  princi- 
ples, policy  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  March,  1333,  com- 
monly called  “the  compromise  act.’’ 

Mr.  B.  who  some  time  since,  on  a resolution  of- 
fered by  him,  (of  a character  similar  to  this  propo- 
sition), commenced  some  remaiks,  which  lie  never 
was  enabled  to  finish,  being  cut  off  by  a call  for  the 
orders  of  the  day,  now  resumed  the  subject,  and 
addressed  the  committee  at  great  length  on  the 
financial  condition  ol  the  government,  past,  present 
and  prospective. 

At  20  minutes  past  4,  Mr.  B gave  way  to  the 
solicitations  of  those  about  him;  and  Mr.  1 Iunt 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  But  no  quorum 
voted.  The  committee  rose  and  repoited  that  fact. 

And  the  bouse  adjourned. 
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Apprentices.  At  the  sitting  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  Rockingham  county,  Mass,  a decision 
was  made  in  relation  to  the  liability  of  those  who  har- 
bor runaway  apprentices,  which  is  of  some  importance 
to  guardians  and  parents.  An  action  was  brought  by 
Samuel  M.  Dockum  against  Jesse  Robinson,  for  har- 
boring Ezra  Robinson,  the  plaintiff’s  apprentice  and 
defendant’s  son,  who  had  left,  the  plaintiff  before  an 
expiraiion  of  his  apprenticeship.  I he  deience  was 
that  there  was  no  apprenticeship  in  law,  because  there 
was  no  writing  of  indentures  of  apprenticeship — t hat 
by  the  contract  either  party  might  put  an  end  to  the 
engagement  when  dissatisfied,  and  that  the  bov,  at  the 
time  die  defendant  was  said  to  have  “harbored”  him, 
was  merely  at  home  upon  a visit  of  three  weeks  dura- 
tion. The  court  charged  the  jury,  as  we  learn  from 
the  Exeter  New  Letter,  that  the  boy  might  be  an  ap- 
prentice without  an  indenture,  and  that  the  defendant 
(if  they  believed  the  plaintiffs  evidence)  was  liable  for 
harboring  him,  while  at  home,  and  while  at  any  other 
place,  where  he  afterwards  worked  with  his  father’s 
consent.  The  decision  of  the  court  therefore  is  that 
the  apprentice  is  under  the  direction  and  control  ol  his 
master,  whether  bound  by  written  indenture  or  not, 
and  that  no  parent  or  guardian  can  interfere  to  the 
injury  of  the  master,  either  by  taking  the  apprentice 
home,  or  placing  him  under  a new  master,  without 
rendering  himself  liable  for  damages.  If  any  other 
person  employs  an  apprentice  without  consent  from 
the  master,  he  is  not  only  liable  for  damages  but  for 
the  earnings  of  the  apprentice  for  the  time  of  his  em- 
ployment. The  decision  will  serve  to  correct  many 
erroneous  impressions  abroad  in  relation  to  the  obliga- 
tions and  duties  of  apprentices,  their  guardians  and 
employers. 

The  banks  resuming  specie  payments.  The  banks 
of  Pennsylvania  resumed  specie  payments  on  the  15th 
inst.  The  Philadelphia  papers  state  that  some  of  the 
banks  of  that  city  have  received  more  specie  than  has 
since  been  demanded  of  them  from  the  community. 

The  officers  of  the  banks  at  Baltimore,  last  week, 
came  to  a conclusion  not  to  resume  until  those  of  Vir- 
ginia should  resume  also.  The  last  mail  brings  us 
the  following  proceedings  of  the  banks  in  Richmond. 

At  a meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  Ex- 
change bank  of  Virginia,  at  Richmond,  and  being  au- 
thorised to  act  in  the  premises,  by  their  respective 
boards,  January  18th,  1841. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  banks  will  resume 
specie  payments  simaltaneously  with  the  banks  of 
Baltimore;  and  that  the  president  of  the  Farmer’  bank 
be  requested  to  report  this  resolution  to  the  banks  of 
Baltimore,  with  a request  that  an  early  day  be  fixed 
upon  lor  the  resumption.  (Signed), 

John  Brockenbrough, 
Wm.  H.  McFarland, 
James  Caskie. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Virginia,  Saturday,  January  16,  1841,  the  following  re- 
solution was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  hank  of  Virginia  will  unite  with 
the  other  banks  of  Richmond  ana  the  banks  of  Balti- 
more in  designating  any  particular  day  for  a simulta- 
neous resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of 
Richmond  and  Baltimore;  and  that  the  president  of 
this  bank  be  authorised  to  communicate  with  the  other 
banks  referred  to,  and  to  enter,  on  behalf  of  the  bank 
of  Virginia,  into  the  necessary  mutual  engagements  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  resolution. 

Resumption  in  Delaware.  All  the  banks  in  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  resumed  specie  payments  on  the 
15th.  There  was  no  run  upon  them,  and  all  passed 
off  quietly. 

Census  of  Michigan.  The  late  census  shows  the 
population  of  Michigan  to  he  211,205.  In  1S30  the  po- 
pulation numbered  only  28,600;  showing  an  increase 
of  full  seven  per  cent,  during  ihe  last  ten  years,  which 
is  a greater  increase  than  that  of  any  other  state  in  the 
union. 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  in  the 
year  1840  was  1,972,  which  averages  38  per  week  near- 
ly. The  population  of  the  city,  according  to  the  late 
census,  amounts  to  93  452.  The  deaths  during  the 
last  year,  therefore,  were  as  1 to  every  47  192-493  in- 
habitants, or  about  1 to  47-25. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  Salem,  during  the. 
year  1840,  was  252,  including  six  in  the  almt  house. 

The  whole  number  of  dealhs  in  Portland,  Me.  last 
year,  was  203  It  appears  from  the  returns  that  the  1 
most  destructive  disorder  among  us  is  consumption, 
which  numbered  75  victims,  11  of  whom  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 10  in  January,  and  9 in  October — being  the 
most  fatal  months. 

Erasing  an  endorsement  is  forgery.  The  su- 
preme court  of  Ohio  decided,  recently,  that  an  en- 
dorsement on  a note  purporting  that  a partial  payment 
had  been  made,  and  which  endorsement  was  written 
by  the  maker  in  the  presence,  with  the  concurrence, 
and  by  the  direction  of  the  payee,  is  a receipt,  the  al- 
teration or  erasure  of  which  by  the  payee  will  be  for- 
gery. 

Exports  to  Canada.  We  learn,  from  the  Cleve- 
land (Ohio)  Herald,  that  the  clearances  at  that  port, 
for  various  ports  in  Upper  Canada,  for  the  past  year, 
were  8b6.55it  bushels  of  wheat,  and  70.995  bbls.  of 
Hour.  The  quantity  of  pork  shipped  during  the  same 
time,  is  estimated  at  15,000  bbls. 


Flour,  at  Uniontown,  Pa.  is  selling  at  $3  per  barrel. 

Fugitive  slaves.  An  Upper  Canada  paper  says, 
that  within  the  last  four  years  more  than  12,000  runa- 
way slaves  have  made  their  escape  into  Canada  from 
the  United  States. 

Harrisburg  is  a great  town!  We  have  three  daily 
papers,  the  Intelligencer,  Telegraph  and  Chronicle. 
Three  semi-weekly — the  state  Capitol,  Gazette,  Key- 
stone and  us.  Five  weekly — Morgenrothe,  State  Ga- 
zette, Watchtower,  Gospel  Publisher  and  Temperance 
Advocate.  In  all,  11  papers,  in  a population  of  6,500. 
It  may  be  well  enough  to  say  that  we  have  also  ten 
churches — proving  that  politics  and  religion  are  pretty 
well  attended  to  at  the  seat  of  government. 

[Reporter. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  The  following  says  the 
Claremont  Eagle,  is  a true,  copy  of  the  act  for  the  abo- 
lition of  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  passed  the  legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire  at  its  late  session. 

An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives in  general  court  convened,  That  no  person 
shall  be  arrested,  held  to  bail  or  imprisoned  on  any 
mesne  process  or  execution  founded  upon  any  contract 
or  debt  which  shall  accrue  or  be  made  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  March  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  Dec.  23,  1S40. 

Insurance  abstract  of  Massachusetts.  The  ab- 
stract ot  the  returns  of  the  several  insurance  companies 
in  Massachusetts,  has  been  recently  prepared  for  the 
use  of  the  legislature  of  that  commonwealth.  This  ab- 
stract, as  we  learn  from  the  Daily  Advertiser,  exhibits 
in  tabular  form,  the  names  of  the  respective  companies, 
the  amount  and  modes  of  the  investment  of  their  capi- 
tal, amount  of  risks,  &c.  The  number  of  companies 
in  Boston  is  22,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $5,710,000, 
and  out  of  Boston  19,  with  an  aggregate  of  $1,765,000 
capital.  Of  the  capital  of  the  Boston  companies  in 
bank  stock,  of  banks  in  the  state  is  $3,603,925;  real  es- 
tate, $617,872;  mortgages,  $818,413;  and  the  residue  in 
various  other  stocks  and  securities.  The  amount  of  the 
marine  risks  of  the  Boston  companies  is  $3S, 278, 737, 
and  of  the  fire  risks,  $49,839,951.  The  amount  of  ma- 
rine losses  paid  by  them  during  the  last  year  is 
$1,441,814;  and  of  fire  losses,  $375,144.  The  marine 
losses  paid  by  the  19  out  of  Boston  offices  was 
$219,407;  and  of  fire  losses,  $6,170,  which  last  amount 
was  a single  loss  paid  by  the  Springfield  Fire  Insur- 
ance company.  The  amount  of  fire  risks  by  these 
nineteen  offices  is  $2,158,645,  and  of  marine  risks 
$1,253,140. 

Iron  steamers.  A gentleman  who  recently  arrived 
in  the  Acadia,  informs  us  that  the  immense  iron  steam- 
er building  by  the  Great  Western  steamship  company 
at  Bristol,  will  register  about  3,000  tons,  but  that  her 
actual  tonnage  will  exceed  3,600  tons,  or  about  600 
tons  more  than  any  ship  ever  built.  A great  saving 
in  stowage  will  be  gained  in  consequence  of  the  adop- 
tion of  iron  for  her  hull,  whilst  her  draught  of  water 
will  be  comparatively  small,  owing  to  the  great  buoy- 
ancy possessed  by  iron  vessels.  She  will  consequent- 
ly be  able  to  carry  coal  sufficient  both  for  her  out- 
ward and  homeward  passages.  Her  engines  are  to  be 
of  1,000  horse  power,  and  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  average  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  will  be  re- 
duced to  ten  days.  [IV.  Y.  Standard. 

Lake  Erie  trade.  The  Philadelphia  Sentinel  states 
that  there  are  now  390  sail-vessels  emlpoyed  in  navigat- 
ing Lake  Erie,  giving  employment  to  3,000  persons. 
Previous  to  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  building  of  the 
fleet  by  commodore  Perry  at  Presque  Isle,  (Erie)  but 
few  vessels  navigatd  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie.  Some 
ten  or  a dozen  illy  manned  and  mis-shapen  hulks  were 
owned  in  Buffalo  and  at  Detroit,  which  were,  at  that 
early  date,  fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  commerce. 
There  are  now  two  ships  of  350  tons  each.  The  class 
of  vessels  now  employed  are  mostly  hermaphrodite 
brigs,  and  schooners,  varying  from  50  to  250  tons  each, 
whose  aggregate  tonnage  is  not  far  from  thirty  thou- 
sand, not  including  transcient  vessels  registered  at  ports 
upon  Lake  Ontario.  Of  this  number  some  50  vessels 
arc  employed  in  the  fish  and  lumber  trade  upon  the 
upper  lakes. 

London,  if  we  except  some  of  the  Chinese  and  Ja- 
panese cities,  is  the  largest  city  in  the  world.  It  con- 
tains as  many  inhabitants  as  the  five  states  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Maine,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont.  It  has  nearly  10,009  streets,  lanes,  alleys, 
&c.  and  consumes  4,669,000  lb.  of  animal  food  week- 
ly. Ls  renal  is  at  least  $34  0U0 ,000  per  annum,  and  it 
pays  for  luxuries  at  least  $50,000,000  annually.  There 
are  373  churches,  307  dissenting  churches,  16  theatres 
and  over  5.000  public  houses. 

M.  M.  Noah,  of  editorial  and  ficticious  memory, 
has  been  appointed  judge  of  the  court  of  sessions,  N. 
York.  We  sincerely  congratulate  him. 

Magnetic  attraction  it  is  ascertained  is  communi- 
cated to  any  nail  or  iron  driven  perpendicularly  with  a 
hammer  or  iron  instrument.  The  mariners  compass 
is  rendered  uncertain  if  this  fact  be  nut  attended  to  in 
i:s  location.  Copper  fastenings  should  be  substituted  in 
all  cases. 

Methodist  conference.  The  Virginia  annual  con- 
ference ol  the  Methodist  Episcopal  chinch  commenc- 
ed its  session  in  this  place  on  yesterday, — the  rev. 


bishop  Morris,  of  Ohio,  president.  The  inclemency  of 
the  weather  has  retarded  the  arrival  of  many  of  the 
ministers,  though  a large  number  are  already  in  atten- 
dance. It  is  expected  from  80  to  100  will  be  present. 
AH  the  churches  in  town  have  been  politely  tendered 
for  the  services  of  the  conference.  The  session  of  the 
conference  will  probably  be  protracted  more  than  a 
week.  [ Lynchburg  Virginian. 

The  militia  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
latest  returns,  consists  of  1,472,202  men. 

Missionary  operations.  We  find  in  the  Boston 
Journal  the  following  summary  of  the  extensive  ope- 
rations of  the  American  board  of  commissioners  of 
foreign  missions,  taken  from  their  annual  report,  just 
published.  The  receipts  of  the  board  during  the  year 
have  been  $241,691  64,  and  the  expenditures  $240,600 
27.  Connected  with  the  board  there  are  twenty-five 
missions,  embracing  eighty  stations,  at  which  there  are 
133  ordained  missionaries,  ten  physicians  not  preach- 
ers, fourteen  teachers,  ten  printeis  and  bookbinders, 
eleven  other  male,  and  186  female  assistants — making 
in  all,  365 missionary  laborers  from  this  country.  There 
are  besides,  fifteen  native  preachers  and  167  other  na- 
tive assistants — in  all  487,  which  are  under  the  control  • 
of  the  board,  and  are  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  it. 

Connected,  also,  with  the  board,  there  are  fifteen 
printing  establishments;  fifty-five  churches,  containing 
17,234  members;  eight  seminaries  for  boys,  containing 
412  boarding  scholars;  six  preparatory  boarding  schools, 
containing  100  pupils;  ten  female  boarding  schools, 
containing  295  pupils — making  the  whole  number  of 
boarding  schools  twenty-four,  and  boarding  scholars 
807;  of  free  schools  there  are  415,  containing  21,605 
pupils.  The  number  of  books  and  tracts  printed  the 
past  year  is  685,000,  containing  45,202,406  pages — and 
the  whole  number  of  pages  printed  in  the  establishment 
of  the  board  is  233,155,031. 

The  Great  Missourian.  The  following  extract  of 
a letter  is  from  a gentleman  formerly  of  this  city,  now 
on  a tour  through  the  western  states,  and  at  present  in 
St.  Louis,  from  whence  he  writes: 

“I  went  the  other  night  to  look  at  the  greatest  curi- 
osity that  I have  ever  seen.  It  is  called  the  great  Mis- 
sourian, and  is  the  skeleton  of  the  greatest  animal  ever 
known.  It  was  found  about  200  miles  west  of  this 
place,  in  this  state,  by  a German.  It  measures  to  the 
top  of  the  ribs  16  feet  high,  is  32  feet  long,  has  two 
tusks  that  are  from  10  to  12  inches  in  diameter,  and 
are  16  feet  apart.  The  head  and  tusks  weigh  1,100 
pounds  The  joints  of  the  knee  in  the  fore  legs  are  in- 
verted, so  that  he  bends  his  knee  the  contrary  way 
from  any  other  animal.  He  appears  to  have  been 
web-footed,  has  no  hoofs,  but  toes  about  8 or  10  inches 
long.  The  owner  has  computed  its  size,  in  compari- 
son to  the  size  ot  an  ox  here  that  weighs  1,000  pounds, 
and  he  is  just  100  times  larger  than  the  ox,  so  that  he 
must  have  weighed  when  alive,  100,000  pounds,  (50 
tons).  1 should  think  he  would  have  required  five  or 
six  buffaloes  for  breakfast.  The  six  musicians,  who 
play  at  the  exhibition  of  the  animal,  sit  up  in  his  ribs. 

“The  owner  has  been  offered  $20,000  cash  for  him. 
He  leaves  in  a few  days  for  New  Orleans,  from  thence 
to  New  York,  thence  to  Europe.  It  is  worth  a good 
fortune  for  any  six  men,  hut  the  owner  will  not  sell  it.’’ 

[Troy  Whig. 

New  York  criminal  statistics.  In  the  court  of 
general  sessions,  New  York  city,  during  the  past  year 
there  were  431  trials,  292  convictions  and  139  acquittals. 
Of  the  convictions  111  men  were  sentenced  to  the 
slate’s  prison  and  14  women.  72  men  were  sentenced 
to  the  penitentiary  and  5 women.  18  men  to  the  city 
prison  and  2 women.  House  of  refuge  5 hoys.  188 
prisoners  were  discharged  by  the  court. 

In  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  there  were  6 trials, 
all  convictions. 

During  this  period  the  grand  jury  found  1 056  indict- 
ments, and  dismissed  254  complaints. 

There  were  28  complaints  of  assault  and  battery  set- 
tled after  indictment  and  93  before. 

In  the  special  sessions  there  wereS39  trials,  of  which 
there  were  526  convictions  and  99  acquittals  for  petit 
larceny,  and  226  convictions  for  assault  and  battery 
and  32  acquittals. 

The  court  discharged  488  persons,  sentenced  300 
men  and  81  women  to  the  penitentiary — to  the  city 
prison  69  and  39  to  the  house  of  refuge  23  boys  and  3 
girls.  [N.  Y.' C our.  Sf  Enq. 

Trade  of  Alexandria,  D.  C.  We  were  at  once 
gratified  and  surprised  to  find,  by  official  documents, 
that  the  trade  and  prosperity  of  Alexandria  were  so 
decidedly  on  the  increase.  The  value  of  the  exports 
in  1836  was  $393,023— in  1S40,  $811,716. 

The  number  of  clearances  of  foreign  vessels  in  1S36 
was  32,  and  the  tonnage  5,841.  In  1840  the  number 
was  106,  and  the  tonnage  16  725. 

The  entrances  of  foreign  vessels  in  1836  were  but 
20,  and  the  tonnage  4,860.  In  1340  the  number  was 
64,  and  the  tonnage  9,91 1. 

There  are  now  belonging  to  the  port  9 ships,  from 
321  to  677  tons;  2 barks  and  12  brigs. 

Vattemare’s  sy’stem  of  international  exchange  of 
books  is  highly  approved  of  in  Canada,  and  a com- 
plete set  of  the  legislative  enactments  and  public  re- 
cords of  the  province,  lias  been  placed  in  Mr.  Vatte- 
trnre’s  charge,  for  exchange  with  the  government  of 
France.  The  bi-hop  of  Montreal  and  sir  James  Stuart, 
and  a great  number  of  other  honorable  gentlemen, 
have  engaged  in  the  furtherance  of  the  project. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamship  Columbia,  captain  Audkins,  arriv- 
ed at  Boston,  on  Thursday  the  21st  it  t.  bringing  Li- 
verpool papers  of  the  5th  just,  and  London  papers  of 
the  day  previous. 

The.  Columbia  brought  85  passengers  from  Liver- 
pool for  Halifax  and  Boston,  and  took  on  board  14  at 
Halifax  for  Boston. 

We  find  important  and  interesting  features  in  the 
intelligence  brought  b}'  this  arrival,  and  as  usual, 
place  the  whole  news  in  an  abridged  form  without 
delay  before  our  readers. 

The  news  is  of  considerable  inter -sf.  as  Ihpre  ap- 
pears to  be  a general  stir  throughout  Europe  in  re- 
ference to  the  aspect  of  political  events. 

In  regard  to  the  cot ‘ m and  money  markets,  the 
news  is  highly  interest  1 g and  satisfactory.  Cotton 
continues  to  advance  ; 1 the  money  market  is  im- 
proving. 

The  news  from  China  is  of  (he  utmost  importance 
if  there  be  any  truth  in  it.  We  apprehend,  however, 
that  it  will  turn  out  to  be  a mistake  growing  out  of 
tile  taking  of  Cliusan.  It  is  again  ri  all  probability 
that  the  British  could  have  taken  Pekin,  and  the 
news  first  reached  Lonnoti  through  A.ssia. 

The  steamer  Britannia  made  her  ii  me  ward  voyage 
in  thirteen  days  and  12  hours.  The  British  Queen 
did  not  arrive  at  South  .rnpton  till  the  22d  ult.  which 
caused  intense  anxiety  in  London  fur  her  safety. — 
The  Great  Western  arrived  iri  King’-  Road,  Bristol, 
at  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2rih  ult. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  queen,  prince  Albert,  and  (lie  court  left 
Buckingham  palace  for  Windsor  castle,  on  the  23d 
ult.  where  it  is  expected  Ihey  will  remain  till  alter 
the  middle  of  the  present  month,  when  the  queen 
vvili  probably  open  parliament  in  parson  on  the  2oth 
instant. 

Vor.  IX-Sm;  22 


The  court  went  into  mourning  on  the  20th  ult.  on 
account  of  tile  death  of  the  queen’s  grand  aunt,  the 
dowager  princess  of  Reuss  Koestritz. 

An  unusually  terrific  storm  ol  thunderand  light- 
ning visited  the  metropolis  on  the  3d  inst.  accompa- 
nied by  a fall  of  bail  stones.  The  spire  of  a church 
in  Surry  was  struck  by  the  fluid,  and  was  entirely 
destroyed.  Some  other  damage  was  done  by  this 
storm. 

Considerable  excitement  and  alarm  had  prevailed 
at  Newport,  in  South  Wales,  in  consequence  of  a 
fresh  chartist  agitation  in  that  place.  A large  meet- 
ing was  held  on  New  Year’s  day  by  (he  chartists, 
but  was  unattended  by  any  serious  results. 

It  is  now  ascertained  that  her  majesty’s  ship  Fai- 
ry, with  a crew  of  forty-five  men  on  board,  w’as  lost 
off  the  coast  of  Suffolk  during  a heavy  storm,  on  the 
13th  November  last. 

The  weather  in  England  has  been  unusually  cold, 
and  the  floating  ice  in  theThames,  for  a time, great- 
ly obstructed  navigation,  and  did  much  damage  to 
vessels  and  small  craft  in  the  river. 

The  bon.  T.  C.  Robertson  has  succeeded  lord 
Auckland  to  the  governor  generalship  of  India,  pro 
tern. 

Repeal  meetings,  with  O’Connel  to  open  them,  con- 
tinue to  be  held  in  various  parts  of  Ireland. 

Liverpool  corn  market , Jan.  4.  American  flour, 
free,  has  sustained  late  rates,  but  has  been  rather 
slow  of  sale;  best  mark  of  United  States  at  36s.  Ca- 
nadian at  35  a 36s.  per  barrel;  a little  United  States 
has  been  sold,  in  bond,  for  export,  at  26s.  per  bbl. 

By  the  official  return  of  the  averages,  the  duty  on 
foreign  wheat  is  raised  to  27s.  Sd.  on  Indian  corn 
to  13s.  lOd.  per  quarter;  on  flour  to  16s.  7jd.  per 
bbl.  remaining  upon  all  other  foreign  produce  the 
same  as  last  week. 

Liverpool  collon  markets.  The  sales  of  the  week 
ending  the  19th  ult.  were  32,200  bales,  including 
4,500  American,  on  speculation,  at  an  advance  on 
former  quotations.  The  sales  of  the  week  up  to  the 
26th  were,  39,400  bales,  including  7,500  American, 
on  speculation,  at  an  advance  on  former  prices, 
16,140  New  Orleans  5 a 7$,  1,510  Mobile  5£  a 6|. 
The  sales  during  the  week  ending  January  2,  were 
equally  brisk,  and  previous  ptices  fully  maintained. 

London  slock  exchange,  Jan.  4.  British  market 
opened  this  morning  rather  firmer  than  it  left  off  on 
Saturday,  at  89j  for  account. 

Consuls  may  be  quoted  at  S9J,  have  been  89J  for 
account;  exchequer  bills  improved  to  Sprem.small 
7 9 pretn.  Bank  stock  nothingdone;  Indian  bonds  14 
10  discount. 

FRANCE. 

Tile  general  news  from  France  is  not  particular- 
ly important.  The  Parisians  had  witnessed  the  im- 
posing ceremony  of  the  funeral  of  Napoleon,  on 
the  1 5th  ult.  without  offering  any  violence.  Al- 
though it  was  intended  by  the  French  government 
that  the  ceremony  should  he  grand  and  magnificent, 
the  English  papers  speak  of  it  as  a decided  failure 
in  this  respect. 

The  French  journals  have  again  commenced  their 
warlike  threats  against  England.  The  work  on  the 
fortifications  has  commenced. 

The  Budget  of  1842.  On  the  30th  ult.  the  finance 
minister  presented  the  budget  in  the  chamber  of 
deputies.  The  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expenses 
are  estimated  at  1,316  millions  of  francs.  The  or- 
dinary revenue  is  estimated  at  1,162  millions  which 
leaves  a deficit  of  154  millions  of  francs  (6  millions 
sterling).  The  minister  demanded  permission  of  the 
chamber  to  create  rentes,  if  necessary,  for  a capital 
of  450  millions  of  francs;  but  as  the  treasury  has  still 
a reserve  of  120  millions,  the  creation  of  these  rentes 
is  not  urgent.  The  minister  declared  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  suspend  the  fortifications  of  Paris;  hul 
it  was  his  intention  to  spread  the  expenses  of  these 
works  over  a number  of  years,  his  wish  being  to 
avoid  contracting  a war  under  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances. 

Rumors  were  prevalent  in  Paris  of  changes  ofthe 
ministry.  It  is  conjectured  that  M.  Guizot  will  have 
to  succumb  to  the  war  party. 

The  Belle  Poule  is  shortly  to  sail  to  the  China 
seas,  under  the  command  of  the  prince  de  Join- 
ville. 

Plots  against  the  king’s  life.  Further  plots  against 
Louis  Phillippe’s  life  are  again  spoken  of.  In  the 
pocket  of  the  driver  of  a Paris  omnibus  who  com- 


mitted suicide,  a paper  is  said  to  have  been  found, 
setting  forth  that  being  a member  of  a secret  society, 
his  turn  had  come  by  lot  to  kill  the  king,  but  finding 
himself  unable  to  co.mnit  the  crime,  he  had  deter- 
mined to  hang  himself. 

The  king  has  remitted  that  part  of  madame  Laf- 
targe’s  sentence  which  condemns  her  to  exposition 
publique. 

There  have  been  severe  frosts  in  Paris,  and  dense 
fogs. 

Recent  despatches  from  marshal  Yallee,  from  the 
seat  of  the  war  in  French  Africa,  confirm  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  tranquillity  of  all  the  provinces  in 
Africa  under  his  command.  The  French  troops  had 
made  several  successful  attacks  in  that  quarter.  The 
Arab  tribes  were  entering  into  commercial  relations 
with  the  French. 

Marshal  Vailee  is  recalled  from  Algiers,  and  Bu- 
geaud  takes  the  command  there. 

Quarrel  between  France  and  Morocco.  It  appears 
that  the  French  government  are  determined  on  de- 
manding satisfaction  from  the  emperor  of  Morocco 
for  the  insult  offered  the  consul  general  of  Fiance 
at  Tangiers.  Admiral  Hugon  was  said  to  have  re- 
ceived orders  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  sail  at 
the  first  signal  with  his  ten  ships  ofthe  fine  and  two 
steamers. 

The  cotton  market  at  Havre  was  looking  up,  and 
the  price  of  the  article  has  already  advanced  consi- 
derably. 

IjfALY. 

Letters  from  Rome  state  that  on  account  of  the 
recent  melancholy  events  which  have  plunged  that 
city  into  mourning,  acoinplete  damp  has  beenthrovvn 
over  the  usual  gaieties  of  the  winter  season,  and  that 
the  saloons  of  the  corps  diplomatique  are  almost 
the  only  ones  which  will  remain  open.  The  go- 
vernment has  allotted  7,000  scudi  to  the  opera  lor 
the  expense  of  bringing  out  a new  work  of  Doni- 
zetti’s. 

GREECE. 

The  accounts  from  Athens  continue  to  give  the 
same  details  of  misgovernment,  of  alienation  ofthe 
people  from  their  sovereign,  the  same  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  latter  to  pursue  the  anti-national 
system,  and  to  refuse  to  listen  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Greeks  in  granting  them  a constitution.  AH  the  en- 
deavors of  the  British  minister  to  induce  king  Otho 
to  listen  to  the  proposals  to  put  a stop  to  the  slave 
trade,  which  is  carried  on  to  an  incredible  extent 
under  the  Greek  flag,  are  useless,  or  worse  than  use- 
less. The  Turkish  charge  d’affaires  in  Greece  has 
had  several  conferences  with  the  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  the  result  of  which  has  been  the  set- 
tlement of  the  differences  that  lately  subsisted  be- 
tween the  Greek  government  and  the  porte.  The 
declaration  ofthe  Greek  minister  respecting  Candia 
proved  wholly  satisfactory. 

GERMANY. 

Warlike  preparations  on  the  part  of  this  state  have 
commenced  on  a large  scale,  on  account  of  similar 
ones  being  made  by  France. 

It  is  reported  that  the  organization  of  a combined 
Prussian  and  Austrian  confederate  army,  has  been 
resolved  upon,  and  that  measures  are  in  progress 
which  will  enable  the  Germans  to  take  the  field 
with  an  overpowering  force  in  the  spring,  if  neces- 
sary. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  grand  council  of  Solettre  have  adopted  the 
following  principles  as  the  basis  of  the  new  consti- 
tution of  the  canton: 

1.  The  sovereignty  resides  in  the  people,  who 
exercise  it  through  their  delegates. 

2.  The  Catholic  religion  is  the  religion  of  the  can- 
ton, except  in  the  bailiwick  of  Bucchegglaud,  which 
professes  the  Evangelic  creed. 

3.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  guaranteed,  saving 
the  repression  of  abuses. 

4.  Industry  and  trade  are  free. 

5.  The  right  of  petition  is  granted. 

It  is  reported  that  Switzerland  is  on  the  eve  of 
same  new  political  commotion. 

Queen  Christian  is  on  tier  way  to  Switzerland. 
Frequent  shocks  of  earthquake  continued  to  be 
felt  iu  Zante,  but  almost  all  slight;  when  there  hap- 
pen stronger  ones  (which  is  seldom)  they  are  suffi- 
cient to  overthrow  those  buildings,  or  parts  of  build- 
ings, which  have  been  most  injured. 

From  Holland,  Belgium  and  Austria,  there  is  no 
news  of  any  importance. 
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RUSSIA. 

Disappointment  of  the  Russian  soldiers.  From  the 
Dwina,  Dec.  10.  The  rapid  decision  of  theTurco- 
Egyptian  question,  without  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  Russia,  may  probably  have  disappointed 
many  ardent  hopes  of  our  warriors,  for  the  Rus- 
sian soldiers,  and  still  more  the  officers,  wish  for 
war. 

Exports.  According  to  accounts  from  St.  Peters- 
burg, the  exports  of  Russia  during  the  year  1839, 
amounted  to  341,898,679  bank  rubles,  and  the  im- 
ports to  249,152,476  bank  rubles.  The  exports 
accordingly  exceeded  the  imports  by  a sum  of 
92,746,203  rubles. 

Diplomatic  notes,  a friendly  tone,  have  passed  be- 
tween the  Russia  ambassador  and  M.  Guizot.  They 
probably  mean  nothing  more  than  the  usual  profes- 
sions of  a disposition  to  cultivate  the  relations  of 
peace. 

The  Sud,  of  Marseilles,  contains  an  account  from 
Constantinople,  stating  that  the  Russians  had  been 
completely  defeated  by  the  Circassians,  and  driven 
from  one  of  their  most  important  fortresses,  after  a 
decisive  battle. 

PRUSSIA. 

A pretender  to  the  throne.  The  German  papers 
have  given  several  obscure  hints  of  the  existence  of 
a pretender  to  the  throne  of  Prussia.  In  a letter 
under  date  of  frontiers  of  Prussia,  it  is  alleged  that 
an  elder  brother  of  the  king,  having  been  assassi- 
nated, left  a son  who  is  now  a major  in  garrison  in 
Mentz.  It  is  assei  ted  further  that  several  of  the 
first  families  in  Prussia  have  determined  to  support 
him.  This  conspiracy,  it  is  added,  will  soon  as- 
tonish Europe  by  its  results. 

The  government  is  having  a civil  code  drawn  up 
for  the  whole  Prussian  monarchy.  This  measure  is 
intended  for  a two-fold  object;  first  to  give  to  the 
kingdom  a unity,  a political  homogeneousness, with- 
out which  it  would  not  retain  its  rank;  the  second 
to  bring  back,  under  this  pretext,  the  Rhenish  pro- 
vinces to  the  ancient  German  If  gislation. 

TURKEY,  EGYPT  AND  SYRIA. 

The  Turco-Egyptian  question,  which,  at  our  last 
advices,  was  supposed  to  be  sett  led,  was  again  re- 
opened, as  will  appear  from  the  following  intelli- 
gence. 

On  the  26th  November,  com.  Napier  concluded 
a convention  with  the  pasha,  by  which  the  latter 
was  to  receive  the  hereditary  government  of  Egypt 
upon  certain  conditions. 

On  the  2d  ultimo,  admiral  Stopford  wrote  to  the 
pasha,  informing  him  that  as  Napier  had  no  au- 
thority to  enter  into  such  a convention  he  could  not 
approve  or  ratify  it;  but  on  the  6th  ultimo,  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  pasha  the  official  authority  from  the 
British  government,  in  the  name  of  the  four  powers, 
to  maintain  Mehemet  Ali  in  the  pashalic  of  Egypt 
only,  upon  the  condition  that  in  three  days  after 
the  communications  made  to  him  by  captain  Fan- 
shawe,  he  agreed  to  restore  the  Turkish  fleet  to  the 
sultan  and  evacuate  Syria.  In  reply,  Mehemet 
Ali  accepted  the  terms  proposed,  though  much 
hurt  at  the  diplomatic  trifling  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected. 

The  precise  words  of  the 'treaty  are,  that  if  he, 
Mehemet  Ali,  “submits  immediately  to  the  sultan, 
and  delivers  into  the  hands  of  the  officer  charged 
with  the  above,  a written  obligation  to  restore, 
without  further  delay,  the  Turkish  fleet,  and  to  re- 
call immediately  his  troops  from  Syria,  from  the 
district  of  Adana,  from  the  island  of  Candia,  from 
Arabia,  and  from  the  Holy  Cities,  the  four  powers 
will  recommend  the  sultan  to  re-establish  Mehemit 
Ali  in  the  pashalic  of  Egypt. 

The  9lh  and  10th  ult.  were  days  of  negotiation, 
when  Mehemet  Ali  sent  his  answer  in  a note  and 
despatch. 

Captain  Fanshawe  left  Alexandria  on  the  11th 
ult.  with  this  note  and  despatch,  for  Constantinople. 
We  have  yet  to  learn  the  result  of  his  reception  by 
the  sultan. 

It  was  understood  at  Alexandria  on  the  1 1th,  that 
Ibrahim  pasha  was  at  Gura  with  his  array,  on  his 
way  to  Cairo,  where  he  was  expected  to  arrive  on 
the  15th  inst.  Com.  Napier  had  left  Alexandria, 
and  had  gone  to  Marmoriea.  The  Bedouins  of  the 
desert  of  Suez  had  begun  to  plunder. 

As  the  affairs  of  Syria  appear  to  be  fast  approach- 
ing to  a quiescent  state,  it  is  needless  to  occupy 
any  space  with  details  of  past  events.  The  Syria 
tribes  who  had  hitherto  remained  faithful  to  Mehe- 
met Ali,  declared  in  favor  of  the  sultan  immediate- 
ly after  the  fall  of  St.  Jean  d’Acre.  The  entire 
army  of  Ibrahim,  which  at  one  time  amounted  to 
■75,000  men,  had  been  reduced  to  about  20,000. 

A fearful  tempest  lately  swept  over  the  Black 
sea  and  the  sea  of  Marmora,  which  did  incalculable 
damage.  A Russian  steamer  from  Odessa  to  Con- 
stantinople, was  wrecked  and  nineteen  men  perish- 


CHINA. 

Still  later  from  China.  The  British  actually  in 
Pekin!  Reports  that  the  British  expedition  against 
China  had  taken  Pekin,  the  capital  of  the  celestial 
empire,  were  current  in  London  at  the  date  of  our 
last  publication.  They  were  founded  on  letters  re- 
ceived from  St.  Petersburg,  via  Holland;  and  but 
little  attention  was  paid  to  them.  They  have,  how- 
ever,  been  this  week  repeated,  with  increased  con- 
fidence. The  Manchester  Guardian  gives  the  fol- 
lowing, dated  St.  Petersburg,  11th  December,  ad- 
dressed to  “an  eminent  house”  at  Manchester  and 
received  on  Tuesday. 

“At  the  beginning  of  this  week,  a Tartar  arrived 
here  from  Kiachta,  with  the  news  that  the  English 
had  taken  the  capital  of  China,  after  having  bom- 
barded it,  and  destroyed  all  the  forts  near  the  river. 
The  emperor,  the  son  of  the  sun,  had  fled  with  all 
his  mandarins.  The  consequence  of  this  event  will 
be  a good  treaty  which  will  entirely  change  the 
commercial  dealings  with  that  empire.” 

PORTUGAL. 

Qumrel  between  Spain  and  Portugal.  It  appears 
that  the  government  at  Lisbon  had  determined  to 
resist  the  proposals  of  that  of  Madrid  as  to  the  Douro 
navigation  trealy.  A Spanish  force,  therefore,  had 
been  marched  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  and  the 
time  for  a definite  answer  fixed  for  January  4th;  by 
which  time  it  was  determined  by  the  Portuguese 
government  that  every  thing  should  be  prepared  for 
war,  on  land,  as  well  as  that  their  old  crafts  were 
to  be  hastily  put  in  such  a state  as  to  be  able  to 
blockade  Cadiz  and  other  important  Spanish  towns 
on  the  coast.  From  the  hasty  despatch  of  the  Es- 
poir,  it  was  believed  that  the  British  government 
would  be  likely  to  interfere  and  settle  the  dispute. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

U.  S.  senate.  The  National  Intelligencer  ol 
Monday  says: — In  conformity  to  usage,  we  learn 
that  the  senate  of  the  United  States  has  been  sum- 
moned by  the  executive  to  meet  in  this  city  on  the 
4th  of  March  next,  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
(being  of  course,  of  an  executive  character,  con- 
nected with  the  commencement  of  a new  adminis- 
tration, the  formation  of  a new  cabinet,  &c.) 

Minister  at  St.  James.  The  Richmond  En- 
quirer says  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  not  acceeded 
to  the  request  of  Mr.  Stevenson  (our  minister  at 
St.  James),  that  he  may  be  recalled;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  new  aspect  of  affairs  in  regard  to  the 
boundary  question,  and  the  affair  of  the  Caroline, 
has  desired  Mr.  Stevenson  to  remain  in  England 
until  a successor  should  be  appointed  and  reach 
London. 

The  Oregon  territory.  Mr.  Linn,  of  the  U. 
States  senate,  has  introduced  a bill  declaring  that 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon is  certain  and  will  not  be  abandoned.  The  bill 
further  authorises  the  president  of  the  U.  States  to 
take  immediate  measures  to  have  the  boundaries  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Pacific  frontier  ascertain- 
ed and  fixed;  and  in  the  meantime  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  persons 
and  property  ot  our  citizens  residing  or  trading  in 
the  territory  of  Oregon.  It  also  provides  that  a 
line  of  military  posts  be  established  at  .suitable  places 
between  Fort  Leavenworth  and  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. 

The  bill  grants  one  thousand  acres  of  land  to 
every  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  territory  who 
shall  cultivate  and  use  the  same  for  five  consecutive 
years.  It  also  authorises  the  appointment  of  an  In- 
dian agent  with  a salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  with  any  Indian  tribe  west  of 
any  agency  now  established. 

Revision  of  the  tariff.  The  secretary  of 
the  treasury  sent  to  the  senate  on  Friday  a short 
report  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  in  obedience  to 
a resolution  of  that  body.  The  gist  of  the  report, 
after  excluding  redundant  verbiage,  is  this: 

The  reduction  in  the  duties  on  imports,  which  is 
to  take  place  in  1842,  is  above  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

The  chief  existing  law  on  the  subject,  is  the  com- 
promise act  of  1833,  which  the  secretary  proposes 
not  to  disturb  by  his  revision. 

If  any  changes  are  made,  they  should  be  solely 
for  purposes  of  revenue. 

That  these  changes  should  be  confined  to  articles 
not  paying  a duty  so  high  as  20  per  cent,  and  that, 
generally,  it  should  not  go  above  that  rate. 

Ttiat  the  existing  provisions  for  the  payment  of 
duties  in  cash;  and  the  assessment  of  them  on  the 
value  of  the  merchandise  at  the  port  of  entry  after 
| 1842,  ought  to  be  regarded. 


It  is  doubtless  a sound  axiom  to  select  for  highest 
taxation  articles  ofluxury,  rather  than  of  necessity'. 

It  is  expedient  to  select  such  articles  of  luxury 
as  compete  most  with  similar  articles  of  American 
growth  or  manefacture,  though  not  to  tax  them 
above  20  per  cent. 

It  may  be  useful,  also,  to  select  these  articles,  for 
an  increased  impost,  which  may  be  proper  for  coun- 
tervailing injurious  imposts,  placed  on  our  own  pro- 
ductions by  any  foreign  power. 

There  are  some  anomolies  in  the  present  tariff 
which  might  be  abolished;  such  as  discriminations 
more  favorable  to  luxuries  than  to  necessaries. 

The  value  of  free  articles  imported  in  183S,  ex- 
clusive of  specie,  was  about  $38,161,583.  A duty 
of  15  per  cent,  on  these  would  yield  a nett  revenue 
near  tile  five  millions  that  may  be  needed  in  1842. 

Selecting  from  the  free  articles  those  which  may 
be  regarded  most  as  luxuries,  as  teas,  coffees,  silks, 
&c.  and  adding  them  to  those  which  conflict  with 
American  productions,  as  worsteds,  linens,  &c.  and 
there  would  be  an  amount  of  $29,026,448,  (takiDg 
the  year  1838  still  as  a guide)  on  which  a duty  of  20 
per  cent,  would  also  yield  the  amount  ot  about  five 
millions. 

On  some  articles  not  now  free,  but  paying  a duty 
of  less  than  15  or  20  per  cent,  the  tax  might  be  rais- 
ed. Wines  are  of  this  description. 

Half  the  amount  of  increased  duty  should  be  made 
to  accrue  only  from  the  first  of  January,  in  1842,  and 
the  residue  commence  the  first  of  July  next  there- 
after. 

The  warehouse  system  might  be  adapted  and 
adopted. 

It  might  be  expedient  to  provide  for  the  assess- 
ment of  the  whole  of  the  higher  class  of  duties  after 
1842  on  the  ad  valorem  principle. 

Some  of  the  large  drawbacks  and  bounties,  now 
allowed  could  be  beneficially  reduced  so  as  to  cor- 
respond in  their  proportions  with  the  reduced  du- 
ties. 

This,  we  believe,  is  a tolerable  synopsis  of  Mr. 
Woodbury’s  report  of  revision,  with  the  exception 
of  it  which  merely  describes  the  stipulations  and 
restrictions  of  the  existing  tariff.  We  have  inter- 
posed no  opinions  of  our  own.  [ Madisonian . 

Northeastern  boundary.  The  Washington 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier  & Enqui- 
rer, under  date  of  the  8th  i nst.  alluding  to  the  course 
of  the  negotiation  between  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  on  the  boundary 
question,  reverts  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Cliistopher 
Hughes  having  been  first  nominated  to  the  senate 
by  president  Adams,  at  the  session  of  congress  in 
1828-9,  to  be  minister  to  the  Hague,  (with  a view 
to  the  arbitration  before  tile  king  ot  the  Netherlands), 
and  the  rejection  of  that  nomination  upon  the  same 
party  ground  upon  which  the  most  important  nomi- 
nations then  made  by  Mr.  Adams  were  rejected,  for 
the  purpose  of  reserving  all  such  appointments  and 
concentrating  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  patro- 
nage in  the  hands  of  gen.  Jackson,  who  was  to 
c-ome  into  office  on  the  4th  of  March  following,  the 
consequence  of  which  rejection  was,  that,  in  due 
time,  the  mission  was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Preble. 
The  correspondent  of  the  Courier  adds  to  this  remi- 
niscence the  following,  which  corresponds  with  the 
impression  which  has  been  made  upon  our  minds  on 
the  same  subject: 

“It  is  the  opinion  of  persons  best  competent  to 
judge,  and  from  what  they  have  said  I confidently 
believe,  that,  if  Mr.  Hughes  had  received  that  ap- 
pointment, his  influence  at  the  Hague,  and  his  means 
of  access  to,  and  intercourse  with,  not  the  Dutch  mi- 
nisters alone,  but  the  king  himself,  would  have  ena- 
bled him  to  satisfy  the  arbiter  of  the  justice  of  the 
pretensions  of  the  United  States,  and  would  have 
brought  about  a decision  of  the  northeastern  bounda- 
ry question  in  our  favor.” 

Thus,  the  first  error  committed  in  regard  to  the 
boundary  negotiation  was  in  the  choice  of  an  agent 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  attend  to  the  ar- 
bitration. 

A second  error,  we  believe,  was  committed  in  the 
rejection  of  the  award  of  the  king  of  the  Netherlands 
under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  after  it  was  made.  Upon 
that  head  there  is,  we  know,  some  difference  of  opi- 
nion among  patriotic  citizens  of  both  of  our  great 
political  parties.  For  our  part,  we  wish  that  it  could 
have  been  accepted. 

A third  error  was  committed,  we  apprehend,  by 
the  present  executive,  in  declining  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  wishes  of  congress,  as  indicated,  two  years 
ago,  by  the  making  of  an  appropriation  for  the  out- 
fit and  salary  of  a special  minister  to  Great  Britain. 
Whatever  doubt  might  have  existed  in  the  mind  of 
the  president,  as  to  the  expediency  of  such  a special 
mission,  might  well  have  yielded  to  this  expression 
of  opinion  by  congress  on  the  subject. 
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We  allude  to  this  last  error  with  the  less  hesita- 
tion because,  as  we  have  heretofore  intimated,  we 
are  disposed,  “errors  excepted,”  to  approve  the  ge- 
neral course  of  the  present  executive  upon  this  de- 
licate question.  [Nat.  Intel. 

The  tobacco  trade.  The  Alexandria  Gazette 
has  information  from  Amsterdam,  under  date  of  the 
11th  of  December,  that  the  minister  of  finance  has 
proposed  a new  tariff  of  duties,  to  go  into  opera- 
tion 1st  January,  1841,  by  which  (amongst  other 
articles)  the  duties  on  Maryland  and  Virginia  to- 
bacco will  be  increased  from  80  cents  per  100  ko. 
to  3 guilders  per  700  ko.;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
the  remonstance  of  the  merchants  and  dealers 
against  the  measure,  it  was  generally  supposed 
that  the  chamber  would  concur  in  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  minister. 

t4e  army. 

Recruits  for  the  U.  S.  army.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  soldiers  enlisted  in  the  army,  at  (he  recruiting 
stations  in  the  different  states,  lor  one  year  from 
October  1st,  1839  to  September  30th  1840,  inclu- 
sive, was  6,316;  at  the  stations  for  the  general  re- 
cruiting service,  3,006;  at  those  for  the  dragoon 
service  496,  and  by  regiments,  2,814;  total,  6,316. 
The  number  of  stations  was  about  40.  Of  the 
3,006,  enlisted  at  these,  for  the  general  recruiting 
service,  1,444  were  in  the  state  of  New  York — 
nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  number.  At  the  sta- 
tion in  this  city  817  wete  enlisted.  At  the  other 
russt  prominent  stations,  there  were  enlisted,  at 
Philadelphia,  215;  Cumberland,  Md.  155;  Baltimore, 
Md.  143;  Louisville,  Ky.  150;  Newport,  Ky.  144; 
Syracuse,  New  York,  149;  Utica,  138;  Albany,  107; 
Boston,  103.  01  the  496,  for  the  dragoon  service, 
329  were  enlisted  in  this  city. 

[2V.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Troops  for  Florida.  A detachment  of  104  re- 
cruits, for  the  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  left  New 
York  last  Tuesday  for  Tampa  Bay,  on  board  the 
Tuscina.  The  detachment  is  under  command  of 
lieutenant  W.  S.  Henry,  second  infantry.  Lieut.  J. 
W.  Martin,  also  of  the  second  regiment  is  attached 
to  the  command. 

Florida.  A letter  has  been  received  at  Pilatka 
from  colonel  Looms,  dated  at  Fort.  Clinch,  stating 
that  thirty-three  Indians  had  come  it  at  that  post. 

Tiger  Tail  had  also  come  in  and  was  going  to 
Tampa.  It  is  thought  that  in  all  about  six  hundred 
Indians  have  presented  themselves  at  various  posts 
along  the  coast  on  the  gulf  side. 

A party  ofthe  enemy  lately  attacked  Fort  Walker, 
killing  two  or  three  negroes  and  wounding  one 
white  woman.  Fort  Walker  is  between  Micanople 
and  Newnansville. 

Captain  W.  B.  Davidson,  3d  artillery,  died  in 
Indian  Key  on  the  24lh  December,  regretted  by  all 
who  knew  him  as  a gallant  officer  and  most  worthy 
man. 

THE  NAVY. 

Death  of  commodore  Stevens.  The  Washington 
papers  of  Friday  announce  the  death  of  commo- 
dore Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  of  the  U.  S.  navy, 
and  commandant  of  the  Washington  navy  yard. — 
The  Intelligencer  says:  “In  the  meridian  of  life, 

and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  highest  health,  he  re- 
tired to  bed  on  Wednesday  night,  and  before  morn- 
ing the  angel  of  death  had  stricken  him  from  the 
number  of  the  living.  Commodore  Stevens  was  a 
native  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  entered 
the  navy  in  1808,  at  tfie  early  age  of  fifteen.  Young 
as  he  was,  he  hail  distinguished  himself  in  the  war 
of  1812,  even  before  Perry’s  brilliant  victory  on 
Lake  Erie,  and  he  commanded  one  of  the  vessels 
in  that  ever-mernorable  battle.”  The  Intelligencer 
pays  a just  and  generous  tribute  to  his  memory. — 
The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  issued  the  annexed 
official  order,  under  date  of  the  22d  inst. 

As  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  com. 
Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  late  of  the  United  States 
navy,  who  died  at  Washington  on  the  21st  inst. 
while  in  command  ofthe  navy  yard  and  station,  the 
flags  ofthe  navy  yards,  stations,  and  vessels  ofthe 
United  States  navy  are  to  be  hoisted  half  mast,  and 
thirteen  minute  guns  fired  at  noon  on  the  day  after 
the  receipt  of  this  order.  Offieeis  of  the  navy  and 
marine  corps  are  directed  to  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  U.  S.  trigate  Constitution  and  schooner 
Shark  were  lying  at  Callao,  Peru,  all  well,  Septem- 
ber 5th,  to  sail  in  a day  or  two  for  Pay ta  and  Guay- 
aquil. The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis  was  daily 
expected  at  Callao  from  the  coast  of  Mexico.  She 
had  been  absent  about  eight  months.  Our  naval 
force  seems  to  us  to  be  entirely  too  limited  for  the 
extensive  commerce  we  have  in  that  ocean.  It  will 
be  seen;  in  referring  to  the  report  made  by  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  in  1333,  that  the  whale  ships  alone  in  the 


Pacific  ocean  number  460  sail,  amounting  to  near- 
ly 200,000  tons,  and  manned  by  12,000  seamen!  — 
The  report  says:  “Every  time  this  whale  fleet  puts 
to  sea,  there  is  required,  in  outfits,  flour,  80,040 
barrels;  pork  and  beef,  79,120  barrels;  molasses, 
621,000  gallons;  coffee,  552,600  pounds;  sugar, 
256,800  pounds;  tea,  172,500  pounds;  rice,  1,300 
tierces;  duck,  46,460  pieces;  cordage,  8,960  tons; 
iron  hoops,  4,600  tons;  copper,  552,000  sheets,  ves- 
sels coppered  every  voyage;  staves,  10,000,000. — 
No  part  of  the  commerce  of  this  country  is  more 
important  than  that  which  is  carried  on  in  the  Paci- 
fic ocean.  It  is  large  in  amount — not  less  than 
$•12,000,000  of  capital  are  invested  in,  and  actively- 
employed  by,  one  branch  ofthe  whale  fishery  alone; 
and  in  the  whole  trade  is  directly  and  indirectly  in- 
volved not  less  than  from  fifty  to  seventy  millions 
of  property!”  We  commend  the  perusal  of  the 
whole  of  the  report  as  a document  which  throws 
much  light  on  the  important  subject  of  our  com- 
merce to  the  Pacific.  [ Philad . U.  S.  Gazette. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Oxford  .district  The  election  for  a member  of 
congress  in  this  district,  on  Monday  last,  has  pro- 
bably resulted  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Littlefield,  the 
Van  Buren  candidate.  Returns  from  20  towns, 
give  Littlefield 2,144,  Long,  (W.)  2,123,  scatter- 
ing 293,  showing  a gain  in  favor  of  Littlefield  since 
the  late  trial. 

Finances.  The  whole  debt  of  the  state  amounts 
to  $1,678,367,  of  which  all  but  $37,420  is  funded, 
and  payable  in  periods  of  4,  5,  8,  15  and  30  years. 
The  estimated  charge  for  interest  the  ensuing  year 


is  $98,500. 

Resources. 

Cash  on  hand  $S2,73 6 

Bank  tax  for  1841  40,000 

Duty  on  commissions  2,500 

Balance  of  tax  for  1840  97,718 

Land  notes  and  other  availables  205,000 

Claim  on  United  States  350,000 

Bank  stock  18,000 

i 

Total  $795,954 


The  estimate  of  probable  receipts  in  1841,  is 
$453,894,  including  cash  on  hand,  $200,000  claim- 
ed of  the  United  States  for  boundary  expenses,  the 
state  tax,  bank  tax,  and  $30,000  from  the  land 
agent.  The  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  cur- 
rent year  is  $306,627. 

The  large  debt  of  the  state  is  the  result  of  an 
extravagant  wheat  bounty  a few  years  since,  and  of 
its  military  expeditions  to  the  Aroostook  under 
gov.  Fairfield.  [ N . Y.  Cour.  and  Inquirer. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

State  convention.  The  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion in  New  Hampshire,  recently  held  a conven- 
tion, and  nominated  candidates  for  governor,  con- 
gress, council  and  state  senators.  John  Page  was 
nominated  for  governor,  and  Tristram  Shaw,  Ira 
A.  Eastman,  Charles  G.  Atherton,  Edmund  Burke, 
John  R.  Redding,  for  congress.  The  convention 
recommend  a national  convention  to  be  held  in  N. 
York,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1842,  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  president  and  vice  president. 

RHODE  island. 

The  whig  state  convention  of  Rhode  Island,  as- 
sembled at  Providence  on  Thursday.  Asher  Rob- 
bins, of  New  Port,  way  appointed  president,  Sam. 
Ward  King,  of  Johnston,  and  Byron  Diman,  of 
Bristol,  were  nominated  as  the  whig  candidates  for 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state.  Al- 
bert C.  Green,  for  attorney  general,  and  Stephen 
Cahoone,  general  treasurer. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  public  lands.  The  resolutions  in  favor  of  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  among  the  several  states,  which  had  pre- 
viously passed  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  passed 
a final  reading  in  the  house,  by  a vote  of  51  to  44. 
While  under  consideration  in  the  house,  Mr.  Cox, 
of  Somerset,  submitted  an  amendment,  in  the  shape 
of  a second  resolution,  instructing  the  Pennsylvania 
delegation  in  congress  to  vote  for  such  ari  amend- 
ment or  modification  of  the  tariff  laws,  as  may  ren- 
der the  revenue  arising  from  imposts  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  national  government — so  that  no  part 
ofthe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  domain — 
the  common  property  ofthe  several  states — be  ap- 
plied to  the  uses  of  the  federal  government.  This 
amendment  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  56  to  37. — 
The  resolutions  as  passed  by  the  house  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  fyc.  That  our  senators  in  congress  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  our  represen- 
tatives requested,  to  resist  any  and  all  attempts, 
under  what  pretence  soever  the  same  may  be  made, 
to  deprive  the  people  of  this  state  of  their  just  pro- 
portion of  the  common  inheritance  in  the  public 


lands,  and  that  they  be  and  are  hereby  further  in- 
structed and  requested,  to  introduce  and  advocate 
the  passage  of  a bill,  providing  lor  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  same  among  the  se- 
veral states,  in  the  ratio  of  their  representative 
population  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  fur- 
ther instructed  and  our  representatives  requested, 
to  vote  for  such  a modification  or  adjustment  ofthe 
tariff  laws  as  may  increase  the  revenue  upon  im- 
posts equal  to  the  wants  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, so  that  at  no  time  hereafter,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  shall  the  money  received  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  be  used  by  the  general  go- 
vernment. 


Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  cause 
a copy  of  this  resolution  to  be  forwarded  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  and  to 
the  governors  of  the  several  states,  with  the  request 
that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respective 
state  legislatures. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cox  will  carry  the  reso- 
lu'ions  back  to  the  senate;  but  there  is  no  sort  of 
doubt  but  they  will  pass  that  body  as  amended. 

On  Tuesday  last,  John  Gilmore,  of  Butler  coun- 
ty, (formerly  a representative  in  congress),  was 
elected,  on  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses  of  the  le- 
gislature, to  be  treasurer  of  the  state. 

Military  convention.  The  military  convention  at 
Harrisburg,  for  a reform  of  the  militia  system  ad- 
journed on  Tuesday  last,  to  meet  again  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June  next,  when  a state  military  con- 
vention will  be  held,  the  delegates  to  be  selected  at 
the  regimental  trainings,  out  of  the  commissioned 
officers.  It  is  supposed  that  no  less  than  one  thou- 
sand officers  in  full  uniform,  will  be  present  on  that 
occasion.  The  resolutions  which  were  adopted  pre- 
viously to  adjournment  were  to  the  following  effect: 

To  effect  an  efficient  organization  of  able  bodied 
men.  To  elect  respectable  men  to  offices,  who 
would  discharge  the  duty.  Recommending  to  the 
divisions  and  brigades  to  hold  meetings  in  April 
next.  The  appointment  of  a committee  to  transmit 
the  proceedings  to  the  members  of  congress  and  the 
state  legislature,  with  suggestions  to  remedy  the 
present  evils  of  the  system.  Appointing  a central 
committee.  Appointing  division  and  brigade  officers 
corresponding  committees.  Appointing  a commit- 
tee to  procure  the  establishment  of  a military  and 
literary  paper,  neutral  in  politics.  That  the  army 
ofthe  United  States  should  not  be  increased.  Re- 
commending encampments  in  the  several  divisions 
and  brigades.  All  meetings  of  officers  to  be  in  full 
uniform.  ’ [Ledger. 


French  spoliations.  Governor  Comegys  calls  the 
attention  ofthe  legislature  of  Delaware,  to  the  case 
ofthe  French  spoliations  upon  American  comme’-. 
previous  to  1800.  The  subjoined  are  the  ',o,ijn"pe 
remarks  of  his  excellency.  1 " 1 nen 

“Your  attention  is  requested  t0  the  documents  now 
communicated  relating  ‘l0  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  for  spoliations,  committed  on  our  commerce 
by  France,  prior  to  the  year  1800,  in  which  a num- 
her  ot  the  citizens  of  this  state  are  interested.  Thi« 
claim  is  preferred  against  the  United  Stales  on  the 
well  known  constitutional  principle,  that  private 
property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without 
making  just  compensation.  The  limits  of  this  com- 
munication will  not  permit  me  to  detail  toyou  all  the 
facts,  which  enter  into  the  history  of  this  lonn-  pro- 
tracted claim.  They  are,  however,  fully  set  forth  in 
the  papers,  laid  before  you.  I may  state  briefly, 
that  by  the  treaty  between  the  United  State  and  the’ 
French  republic,  of  September,  1800,  the  United 
States  released  France  from  all  claim  of  indemnity  to 
our  citizens,  for  enormous  spoliations,  committed  on 
their  commerce,  by  France,  prior  to  that  time,  in 
consideration  of  a release  on  the  part  of  France’  of 
her  claim  of  indemnity,  for  the  non-performance’  of 
certain  stipulations,  contained  in  the  treaty  between 
the  two  countries  of  1778;  which  stipulations  were 
admitted  by  our  government  to  be  of  binding  obliga- 
tion on  it.  6 

“Our  government  thus  purchased  a release  from 
an  onerous  treaty  obligation  with  the  property  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  therefore  became  liable 
upon  every  just  principle,  to  them  for  the  amount 
ot  the  claims  thus  bartered  away.  This  claim  has 
been  standing  for  forty  years;  has  been  elaborately 
investigated  in  both  houses  of  congress,  and  its 
validity  and  justice  have  been  repeatedly  recognis- 
ed by  committees  in  each  house.  In  view  of  all 
the  circumstances,  I regard  the  claim  as  one  enti- 
tled to  your  favorable  consideration,  and  to  that  of 
congress.” 

The  governor  has  appointed  John  W.  Houston, 
esq  of  Georgetown,  secretary  of  state;  and  the  le- 
gislature has  elected  col.  William  D.  Waples,  of 
Sussex,  state  treasurer,  and  L.  A.  Houston,  esq.  of 
Kent,  auditor. 
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MARYLAND. 

Census  of  the  population  of  the  state  for  the  year  18 
with  the  act  of  congress,  under  the  direction  of  N.  Sn 
district  of  Maryland. 
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VIRGINIA. 

On  the  1 3 ‘ h inst.  the  Virginia  house  of  delegates  passed  a resolution  desig- 
nating the  12th  day  of  February  next  as  the  period  for  electing  an  United 
States  senator  in  place  of  Mr.  Roane.  The  resolution  has  yet  to  pass  the 
senate  before  it  can  be  executed.  In  that  body,  there  are  16  whigs  and  16 
members  of  the  administration  party. 

In  the  senate  of  Virginia  on  Friday,  the  resolution  to  go  into  the  election 
of  senator  to  succeed  Mr.  Roane  was  lost  by  a vote  of  15  to  15. 

Instructing  resolutions'.  The  resolution  introduced  into  the  Virginia  house 
of  delegates  instructing  the  senators  from  that  state  to  vote  for  rescinding  the 
celebrated  expunging  resolutions,  has  passed  that  body  by  a vote  of  67  to  55 
and  has  been  sent  to  the  senate  for  its  action.  A resolution  has  also  been  in- 
troduced into  the  house,  instructing  the  senators  to  vote  against  the  charter 


of  a national  bank.  A motion  was  made  to  postpone  it  indefinitely,  which 
motion  is  now  under  debate. 

Elections.  The  senate  have  postponed  indefinitely  the  bill  from  the  house 
of  delegates,  to  have  the  elections  upon  the  court  days  in  the  month  of  April. 
This  is  the  third  winter  the  bill  has  shared  the  same  fate. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Sending  out  the  schoolmaster.  The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  has  ac  ted 
most  nobly  in  the  matter  of  establishing  common  schools.  The  Raleigh  Re- 
gister has  the  following  in  relation  to  the  action  on  that  subject: 

The  bill  to  establish  and  regulate  common  schools  is  decidedly  the  most 
important  measure  of  the  session,  and  required  more  time  to  arrange  the  de- 
tails and  mature  the  plan  than  any  other.  This^bill,  which  became  a law, 
provides  that  the  nett  annual  income  of  the  literary  fund,  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  swamp  lands,  shall  be  distributed  annually 
among  the  several  counties  of  the  slate,  in  the  rates  of  their  federal  popula- 
tion. The  county  courts  are  annually  to  appoint  in  each  county  (which  voted 
for  schools  under  the  act  of  last  session)  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten 
superintendents  of  common  schools.  A school  taxis  to  be  levied  in  each 
county,  not  exceeding  in  amount  half  the  sum  received  from  the  literary 
fund,  to  be  collected  by  the  sheriff  as  other  taxes.  The  board  of  superinten- 
dents to  lay  off  their  counties  into  school  districts  of  convenient  size.  There 
are  to  be  three  school  committeemen  chosen  in  each  county  by  the  people, 
who  are  to  employ  teachers,  and  all  free  while  children  in  the  state  are  to  be 
instructed.  In  those  counties  where  the  vote  before  was  against  schools,  the 
people  are  to  vote  next  August  again  on  the  subject.  This  law,  if  energeti- 
cally carried  out,  and  we  believe  it  will  be,  will  dot  our  land  all  over  with 
public  schools,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  every  white  child  in  the  state  to 
acquire  a plain,  practical  education,  which  will  fit  him  for  usefulness  in  life, 
and  teach  him  properly  to  appreciate  the  blessings  of  free  government. 

ALABAMA. 

Bank  accommodations.  The  Huntsville  Democrat  contains  a tabular  state- 
ment showing  the  amount  of  loans  made  to  certain  individuals  by  the  state 
bank  of  Alabama.  From  this  statement  it  appears  that  there  have  been  loaned 
to  seven  directors  $S2,748  23;  to  five  members  of  the  legislature  from  Mobile 
county  $311,672  52;  and  to  members  of  the  legislature  in  other  parts  of  the 
state  §156,015  04.  It  is  such  accommodations  by  the  banks  which  have  pro- 
duced the  present  embarrassments.  It  is  carrying  the  credit  system  to 
excess. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Legislature.  The  renovation  which  the  Mississippi  legislature  underwent 
at  several  recent  special  elections  has  thrown  the  whigs  into  the  majority  in 
the  house,  and  on  meeting  on  the  5th  ult.  Alexander  Ventress  ( W.)  of  Wil- 
kinson county,  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house,  by  a vote  of  38  to  34,  and 
R.  M.  Corwine  ( W.)  of  Yazoo,  clerk  by  a vote  of  40  to  37. 

LOUISIANA. 

Governor’s  message.  We  had  intended  to  give  a synopsis  of  the  message  of 
governor  Roman,  but  we  find  the  following  already  made  to  our  hands,  in  the 
Picayune,  and  adopt  it: 

“After  referring  to  the  result  of  the  presidential  election,  the  governor  pro- 
ceeds to  notice  the  various  subjects  which  should  come  before  the  legislature. 
He  calls  for  the  intervention  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  the  system  of  voting 
out  of  public  lauds  which  at  present  obtains,  and  suggests  as  a means  to  that 
end  the  adoption  of  a registry  law.  He  says  the  condition  of  the  banks  in 
New  Orleans  is  as  satisfactory  as  are  the  affairs  of  such  institutions  in  any 
other  city  of  the  union;  yet  the  experiment  would  be  dangerous  were  they  to 
resume  specie  payments  simultaneously  with  the  Philadelphia  banks;  mea- 
sures should  be  taken  compelling  those  banks  to  go  into  liquidation  which  are 
deprived  of  active  capital;  but,  as  there  exists  a probability  that  a national 
bank  will  be  established,  clemency  should  be  extended  to  them  with  regard 
to  time.  He  shows  that  the  finances  of  the  state  are  not  in  a very  flourishing 
condition, and  suggests  that  the  legislature  be  economical  in  its  appropriations” 
as  such  a course  will  render  the  disagreeable  alternative,  on  his  part,  unneces- 
sary of  so  often  using  the  veto  power,  which  the  constitution  has  placed  in  his 
hands.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  from  the  sheriff,  for  the  time  bein°-,  the 
moneys  of  the  state  at  the  proper  period,  requires  to  be  remedied.  He  sug- 
gests that  henceforth  the  term  of  sherilf’s  appointment  be  limited  to  one  year, 
and  that  without  a receipt  in  full  from  the  state  treasurer,  he  shall  be  inelligible 
for  reappointment.  He  also  thinks  that  the  law  of  assessment  should  be  amend- 
ed with  a view  ofincreasing  the  revenue  of  the  state.  He  points  out  the  neces- 
sity which  exists  for  a protective  duty  in  favor  of  sugar  of  native  growth a 

measure  which  would  not  benefit  Louisiana  alone  but  every  state  in  the  union. 
He  gives  a statement  of  the  location  and  extent  of  the  lands  set  apart  in  the 
state  for  the  support  of  colleges  and  public  schools,  and  hoped  that  the  pre- 
sent legislature  would  render  itself  memorable  by  its  judicious  application  of 
it,  for  the  literary  and  scientific  education  of  the  rising  generation. 

He  gives  a succinct  statement  ol  the  present  financial  position  of  the 
board  of  public  works,  and  recommends  a revision  of  the  militia  laws  of  the 
state;  he  thinks  that  if  the  officers  of  militia  were  elected  for  a given  term, 
instead  of  for  life,  as  at  present,  that  branch  of  our  defence  would  be  improv- 
ed by  the  change;  it  would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  officers  more  active 
than  they  are  under  the  present  law.  The  penitentiary,  he  says,  has  realized 
all  that  its  originators  anticipated.  The  convict  labor  brings  a very  consider- 
able properly  to  the  state;  it  is  not,  however,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions  to  have  negroes  and  white  convicts  confined  in  the  same  pri- 
son. He  suggests  that  the  negro  convicts  be  employed  in  New  Orleans  on 
the  public  works.  He  speaks  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  the  system  in 
New  Orleans  of  selling  dry  goods  at  auction,  by  wholesale,  as  it  is  done  in 
New  York;  such  a system  would  be  calculated  to  increase  our  commerce.” 

New  Orleans,  January  Wth,  1841.  I have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you 
that  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  this  day  elected  Alexander  Barrow,  esq.  a 
staunch  and  sterling  whig,  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  for  six  yeais 
succeeding  the  fourth  of  March  next,  in  place  of  Robert  Carter  Nicholas, 
(Van  Buren),  whose  term  expires,  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress. Mr.  Barrow  succeeded  at  the  first  ballot,  the  vote  standing  as  follows: 
Barrow,  36;  Nicholas,  30;  Black,  1 — 67. 

The  legislature  was  complete,  a circumstance  almost  unexampled. 

ARKANSAS. 

Census.  By  the  recent  census,  this  state  is  computed  to  contain  a popula- 
tion of  94,903  souls,  as  follows:  white  males  41,103,  white  females  34,404, 
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total  white  population  75,512;  free  colored  persons 
431,  slaves  18,969,  total  colored  population  19,391. 
There  are  40  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  20  blind  and 
41  insane  and  idots.  Of  the  number  ot  white  per- 
sons above  the  age  of  20,  there  are  6,584  who  can 
neither  read  nor  write.  There  are  9 academies  and 
grammar  schools  within  the  state,  having  434  scho- 
lars, and  108  primary  and  common  schools,  having 
2,507  scholars. 

KENTUCKY. 

Penitentiary.  From  the  annual  report  of  the 
keeper,  it  appears  that  the  profits  of  the  institution 
from  March,  1839,  to  November,  1840,  amount  to 
the  sura  of  $>42,512  12  cents.  The  number  of  con- 
victs are  stated  to  be  225. 

OHIO. 

The  Ohio  State  Journal  says  that  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  auditor  discloses  the  astounding  fact, 
that  the  collectors  of  tolls  upon  the  Ohio  state  ca- 
nals, at  Newark,  Massillon,  Dayton  and  Chilicothe, 
are  in  default  to  the  state  for  moneys  received  by 
them,  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  $41,560  72. 

The  absorbing  question  here,  says  the  State  Jour- 
nal, amonv  those  who  are  sincerely  desirous  to  place 
the' moneyed  institutions  of  our  state  in  a condition 
to  be  safe  and  useful  is,  whether  there  shall  be  a 
state  bank,  similar  to  that  in  Indiana,  or  whether 
the  present  banks,  or  such  of  them  a3  are  entitled  to 
public  confidence,  shall  be  united  in  a kind  of  New 
York  safety  fund  system,  with  such  modifications 
however,  as  shall  secure  a larger  amount  of  specie 
in  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  paper  circulation,  than  is  exhibited  in 
the  reports  of  the  New  York  banks.  The  proba- 
bility is,  that  the  committee  to  whom  this  subject 
is  referred,  will  report  a bill  on  the  latter  plan; 
chiefly  because  the  finances  of  the  state  are  thought 
to  be  unfavorable  to  the  former.  The  great  diffi- 
culty appears  to  be  in  determining  a rule  by  which 
the  real  available  means  of  the  present  banks  may 
be  ascertained,  in  order  to  fix  the  amount  of  circu- 
lation to  which  each  may  be  entitled,  when  pre- 
senting claims  to  the  board  of  control,  for  admission 
into  the  family  of  solvent  banks. 

The  bank  bill  has  been  since  reported. 

INDIANA. 

Legislature.  In  the  house,  on  Wednesday  the 
6th  inst.  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  re- 
gulate general  elections  so  as  to  restrict  voters  to 
the  privilege  of  voling  only  in  the  township  in 
which  they  may  reside,  was  reconsidered  and  after 
a spirited  debate,  the  bill  passed.  The  senate  spent 
the  most  of  the  next  day  in  discussing  a motion  to 
reject  the  bill,  which  was  finally  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  a vote  of  27  to  18. 

State  bonds.  A report  has  been  made  in  the  le- 
gislature of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  bonds 
issued  by  that  state,  in  which  the  ground  is  taken 
that  all  the  bonds  issued  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  state  should  be  paid,  except  such  as  had  been 
sold  and  were  not  paid  for,  and  which  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  original  purchasers.  This 
has  reference  to  the  bonds  sold  to  the  Morris  canal 
company  of  New  York,  and  for  which  the  stale  has 
received  nothing.  But  as  that  company  has  dis- 
posed of  those  bonds  to  the  United  States  bank  of 
Pennsylvania  and  by  that  bank  have  been  pledged 
to  England,  the  proviso  can  be  of  no  effect.  Those 
bonds  constitute  a large  portion  of  the  debt  of  that 
state. 

ILLINOIS. 

Resumption.  It  will  be  remembered  that  by  the 
unexpected  termination  of  an  extra  session  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  a few  hours,  on  a day, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  regular  ses- 
sion, the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  was  in  a measure 
coerced  into  the  work  of  resuming  specie  payments, 
somewhat  sooner  than  it  otherwise  would  have 
done.  The  resumption  took  place,  if  we  mistake 
not,  on  the  21st  of  December.  And  we  now  learn 
from  the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  late  date  that 
“the  demand  for  specie  on  the  State  Bank  of  Illi- 
nois, had  thus  tar  been  much  less  than  was  expect- 
ed.”' We  are  told,  in  fact,  that  there  has  been  no- 
thing like  a run  on  the  State  Bank,  or  any  of  its 
branches.  The  resumption  thus  Tar  is  said  to  have 
had  no  influence  whatever  on  the  condition  of  the 
bank. 

The  city  of  Cairo.  The  Sangamo  (111.)  Journal 
Scivst 

“A  ship  is  now  contracted  for,  to  be  built  at 
Cairo  the  ensuing  summer,  designed  for  a regular 
trader  between  that  city  and  Liverpool!  Start  not 
reader!  This  is  most  certainly  true;  and  ten  years 
will  hardly  pass  before  ships  from  the  ocean  will 
unload  their  cargoes  at  Cairo  city,  which  will  then 
be  a port  of  entry,  and  will  take  that  rank  among 
the  cities  of  the  west,  to  which  her  unrivalled  posi- 
tion-unrivalled in  any  portion  of  the  world— will 
entitle  her. 


“We  will  add  to  this  article  the  fact  that  the  em- 
bankment, which  will  enclose  1,300  acres,  will  be 
completed  in  June;  after  which  an  overflow  of  the 
city  will  no  longer  be  apprehended.” 

This  embory  city — we  believe  it  already  has  a 
character — is  situated  at  the  extreme  southern  point 
of  Illinois,  on  the  peninsula  formed  by  the  junction 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis.  The  business  between  the  city  of  St. 
Louis  and  Boston  and  New  York,  this  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  St.  Louis  Gazette,  is  $6,000,000. 
When  the  Chicago  canal  is  finished,  which  will  be 
in  the  coming  year,  the  transportation  of  merchan- 
dise will  mostly  be  done  by  the  Erie  canal  and  the 
lakes. 

MICHIGAN. 

Governor  Woodbridge’s  message  was  communi- 
cated to  the  two  houses  of  the  Michigan  legislature 
on  the  7th  instant.  The  subject  of  education  is  the 
first  that  receives  particular  notice,  and  it  appears 
to  be  one  which  the  governor  has  much  at  heart. 
Various  defects  are  pointed  out  in  the  existing  sys- 
tem of  common  schools,  especially  as  it  regards  the 
laying  off  of  districts  and  the  imposition  of  taxes. 
Amendments  are  suggested.  The  condition  of  the 
state  university  is  alluded  to — an  institution  which 
seems  to  be  designed  upon  a scale  of  gigantic  pro- 
portions, having  its  chief  endowment  in  public 
lands  granted  by  the  state  and  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  university  has  its  branches  in  different 
parts  of  the  state,  some  of  which  are  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  Of  the  central  institution  four 
buildings  for  professors’  residences  are  finished,  the 
grounds  are  handsomely  enclosed,  and  a large  edifice 
for  students  will  be  finished  probably  in  June  next. 

Among  the  local  matters  to  which  the  massage 
refers,  the  judiciary  department  of  the  state  gives 
occasion  for  a series  of  remarks.  “In  all  our  courts 
of  civil  jurisdiction,”  says  the  message,  “it  is  too 
obviously  true  to  need  formal  proof  to  establish  the 
fact,  that  within  a few  years  past,  the  number  of 
suits  has  increased  to  an  extraordinary  extent;  and 
the  crowded  and  diffused  operations  of  our  courts 
are  looked  to  with  afar  more  general  and  absorbing 
interest  than  in  ordinary  times.”  This  state  of 
things  is  ascribed  in  part  to  (he  unfortunate  policy 
of  the  general  government  in  relation  to  the  cur- 
rency and  the  tariff.  In  this  connection,  the  mes- 
sage says — 

To  establish  a national  currency,  has  not  been 
confided  to  the  states;  nor  does  it  remain  with  them 
to  create  any  incidental  institution,  tending  to  invi- 
gorate, increase  or  protect  it.  No  power  has  been 
reserved  to  the  states  either,  so  far  to  interfere  with 
the  operations  of  commerce,  as,  without  materially 
injuring  any  other  interest,  to  foster  and  increase 
our  own  manufactures.  And  when  by  a lamentable 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  principally  super- 
induced by  the  action  of  the  federal  authorities 
themselves,  ruin  is  brought  upon  thousands  ot  un- 
fortunate debtors,  and  their  families,  without  any 
moral  guilt  of  their  own,  no  power  exists,  except 
with  those  authorities,  to  relieve  their  distress,  by 
a well  guarded  and  “uniform  system  of  bankrupt- 
cy.” On  neither  of  these  subjects  can  the  separate 
states  act  authoritatively.  But  the  expressed  wishes, 
or  the  well  reasoned  opinions  of  the  state  legisla- 
tures on  all  questions  of  national  policy,  will  be 
entitled  to  respect,  and  cannot  but  exert  a just  and 
salutary- influence. 

There  appears  to  be  some  uncertainty  concern- 
ing the  exact  location  of  the  northern  boundary  se- 
parating the  state  of  Michigan  from  the  British  ter 
ritory.  It  is  recommended  that  an  immediate  ap- 
plication be  made  to  congress  for  a survey  of  the 
district  in  question. 

The  internal  improvements  of  the  state  constitute 
an  important  topic  of  discussion.  The  great  error 
has  been  in  undertaking  too  many  large  works  at 
once.  The  consequences  are  that  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  brought  to  a stand  in  an  imperfect  condition, 
and  the  obligations  of  the  state  have  accumulated 
without  the  means  of  meeting  them  being  at  pre- 
sent available.  After  referring  to  the  unpromising 
aspect  of  things  now  in  view,  with  the  difficult  al- 
ternatives that  lay  before  them,  the  governor  con- 
cludes upon  the  subject  thus: 

And,  to  rescue  our  constituents  and  our  state 
from  a condition  so  rapidly  approaching,  and  yet 
so  humiliating  and  so  full  of  peril,  I think,  gentle- 
men, that  but  one  course  remains — that  is,  to  con- 
sent to  look  at  our  great  public  works,  solely  as  a 
matter  of  finance,  as  a measure  of  pecuniary  con- 
cern merely — at  once,  and  manfully,  to  sacrifice  on 
the  alter  of  true  honor  and  patriotism,  all  local  pre- 
judices and  partialities,  and  with  one  accord,  to  ap- 
ply all  the  available  means  that  remains  to  us,  to 
the  completion  of  that  one  of  them  which  will 
most  certainly  be  productive;  which,  from  a full 
consideration  of  all  circumstances,  and  an  honest 


estimate  of  chances,  will  furnish  the  strongest  and 
the  best  guaranty  that  its  pecuniary  avails  will  the 
most  certainly  be  equal  to  the  semi-annual  interest 
which  the  state  must  soon  cast  about  for  ways  and 
means  to  pay. 

Some  increase  of  the  general  state  tax  is  recom- 
mended; also  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
make  a new  assessment  and  valuation  of  property 
in  the  state. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

We  are  the  chosen  agents  of  the  commonwealth, 
appointed  by  tlie  people,  each  to  perform  the  duties, 
and  bear  the  responsibilities,  imposed  on  him  by  the 
constitution  and  laws.  By  the  wise  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  the  trust  confided  to  the  several 
branches  of  the  government  is  limited  to  the  short 
period  of  one  year,  when  the  power  delegated  to  us, 
returns  to  the  people,  and  we  to  private  life.  Under 
such  an  organization,  all  being  held  annually  ac- 
countable for  their  conduct,  under  the  heavy  penalty 
of  popular  disapprobation,  there  is  little  danger  of  a 
wide  departure,  in  public  policy,  from  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  electors. 

Review  of  the  political  system.  This  system  has 
been  in  force  sixty  years,  and  the  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  our  happy  commonwealth,  during  most  of 
that  period,  is  the  best  proof  of  the  wisdom,  patriot- 
ism and  profound  sagacity  of  the  devoted  advocates 
of  public  liberty  who  formed  it. 

It  is  questionable  whether  human  wisdom  could 
devise  a system  of  organic  laws,  which  would  give  a 
more  full  and  free  expression  of  public  sentiment  or 
act  with  greater  efficiency  in  promoting  the  great  ob- 
ject of  popular  government. 

Whatson  of  Massachusetts  is  not  justly  proud  of  the 
glorious  name?  A name  illustrious  in  the  country’s 
annals!  A name  associated  with  events  that  will 
transmit  it  to  nations  unborn  with  a charm  sur- 
passing the  illusions  of  fiction.  If  we  can  carry  our 
thoughts  into  the  past,  and  not  have  our  hearts  to 
swell  with  gratitude  to  God  for  his  signal  blessings, 
w;e  are  unworthy  of  the  name  of  Christians.  If  we 
can  survey  the  woiks  of  our  fathers,  and  contemplate 
the  comprehensive  wisdom  displayed  in  founding, 
broad  and  deep,  our  free  institutions,  without  rever- 
ence for  their  memory,  and  thankfulness  for  their 
unfaltering  support  of  popular  liberty,  we  are  sons, 
unworthy  of  such  ancestors,  for  who  have  done  more, 
or  done  it  better?  And  where  are  more  convincing 
proofs  of  the  happy  success  of  a self  governed  com- 
munity, than  in  the  useful,  benevolent  and  political 
institutions  which  exist  around  us? 

Massachusetts,  while  a weak  and  humble  colony, 
embraced  the  great  principle,  that  a people  to  be  free 
must  be  enlightened,  and  was  the  first  to  engraft  it 
upon  her  public  policy.  This  principle,  originally 
raised  to  sustain  and  carry  out  freedom  of  opinion  in 
religion,  soon  proved  to  be  the  strongest  pillar  in  the 
political  fabric.  Her  schools  have  shed  a lustre 
upon  her  career,  and  imparted  a stability  and  moral 
dignity  to  her  character,  the  influences  of  which  have 
passed  her  own  limits,  and  are  felt  at  the  remotest 
borders  of  this  confederacy. 

Moral  and  intellectual  improvement.  To  extend  to  a 
whole  people  the  means  of  moral  and  intellectual  im- 
provement; to  employ  the  resources  of  the  state  to 
make  all  wise  and  good,  by  enlarging  their  capacities 
for  enjoyment  and  usefulness,  is  a noble  conception, as 
it  unfolds  the  mental  strength  of  the  poor,  and  opens 
the  way  for  all  to  attain  to  honor  and  fame.  We  see 
among  us  at  all  times  the  powerful  workings  of  edu- 
cation, in  the  fact,  that  a large  portion  of  those  who 
embellish  the  walks  of  literature,  or  adorn  the  learn- 
ed professions,  or  signalize  themselves  in  the  halls  of 
legislation,  are  the  sons  of  persons  comparatively 
poor. 

Education.  Thus  the  schools  are  constantly  ex- 
erting a great  influence  upon  our  destiny  by  adding 
fresh  vigor,  power  and  moral  energy  to  the  popular 
mind,  and  qualifying  it  to  sustain  the  great  cause  of 
equality  of  rights  in  the  most  comprehensive  sense. 
While  Massachusetts  has  thus  rested  her  hopes  of 
the  future  upon  the  intelligence  and  moral  rectitude 
of  the  people,  she  has  seen  no  cause  to  distrust  the 
wisdom  of  her  policy. 

Benevolent  institutions.  As  the  commonw'ealth 
has  been  studiously  anxious  to  imbue  the  public 
mind  with  these  qualifications  for  self-government, 
so  she  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  duties  of  human- 
ly and  benevolence.  She  has  uniformly  rescued 
the  destitute  poor  from  the  sufferings  incident  to  im- 
providence or  misfortune,  and  provided  for  them  as 
members  of  the  great  public  family.  She  has  also 
mitigated  the  condition  of  the  poor  debtor,  and  her 
generous  policy  ought  to  be  pursued  till  punishment 
shall  cease  to  aggravate  poverty.  Nor  has  her  pa- 
rental sympathy  been  withheld  from  the  destitute 
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blind  and  deaf  and  dumb,  but  their  misfortunes  have 
been  greatly  alleviated  by  a liberal  provision  for  their 
education  and  improvement  in  the  useful  arts.  Nor 
has  she  disregarded  the  insane,  or  overlooked  their 
deplorable  condition,  but  has  caused  many  to  be  re- 
moved from  loathsome  cells,  where  they  were  con- 
fined for  crimes  unconsciously  committed,  to  an 
asylum,  in  which  by  medical  skill  and  gentle  treat- 
ment, they  are  restored  to  their  reason,  or  greatly  re- 
lieved from  their  sufferings. 

Works  of  Christian  charity  and  voluntary  benevo- 
lence every  where  abound,  embellishing  our  com- 
monwealth, and  bearing  testimony  to  the  disinterest- 
ed philanthropy  of  our  citizens.  The  spires  of 
churches  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  country, 
mark  our  character  as  descendants  of  the  pil- 
grims, and  afford  an  impressive  proof  that  religion 
abides  among  us.  The  sick  and  disabled  find  a re- 
fuge and  an  alleviation  of  their  sufferings  in  our 
hospitals,  and  the  unprotected  orphan  has  provided 
for  him  a retreat  from  the  snares  and  seductions  of 
vice,  where  virtue  and  good  morals  are  sedulously 
cherished  and  cultivated.  The  adventurous  mari- 
ner, who  from  his  improvident  habits  and  careless 
generosity,  is  often  the  victim  of  the  rapacious,  finds 
zealous  friends  among  the  benevolent,  who  labor  to 
arrest  abuses  and  to  elevate  his  moral  character. 

Jurisprudence.  The  laws  are  justly  regarded  as 
the  exponent  of  the  will  of  the  people,  and  while 
they  are  administered  with  sucli  impartiality,  that 
the  inhabitants  feel  secure  in  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty, the  decisions  of  our  highest  judicial  tribunals  1 
are  regarded  in  other  states  with  the  respect  due  to 
able  and  learned  expositions  of  the  principles  of  an 
enlightened  people. 

Resources,  enterprise,  industry.  We  have  seen  also 
when  the  policy  of  the  federal  government  has  not 
impeded  our  action,  the  means  of  prosperity  con 
stantiy  multiplied,  and  our  resources  steadily  deve- 
loped, as  our  ability  has  increased.  New  avenues  of 
transportation  have  been  opened,  and  fresh  impulses 
given  to  trade  and  production,  creating  strong  mo- 
tives in  our  citizens  to  cling  to  the  fortunes  of  our 
venerable  commonwealth. 

Much  of  all  this  is  the  result  of  private  enterprise. 
But  it  owes  its  origin  to  our  popular  organization, 
and  especially  lo  the  great  individual  liberty  which 
we  enjoy.  Exciting,  as  it  does,  bold  and  success- 
ful enterprise,  it  is  a most  gratifying  proof  of  the 
wonderful  energy  of  a free  people,  among  whom 
uselul  labor  is  honorable.  It  is  the  work  of  a com- 
munity united  upon  the  fundamental  principle  of 
equal  rights  to  all,  and  exclusive  privileges  (o  none: 
— a community  that  has  built  itself  up,  and  drawn 
around  it  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  which  follow 
powerful  and  well  directed  efforts: — a community  in 
which  each  member,  as  far  as  safety  will  permit,  has 
been  left  to  pursue  his  fortunes  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  understanding — to  follow  his  oocupation 
in  his  own  way,  free  from  such  restraints  as  impair 
the  right  of  private  judgment  and  narrow  down  in- 
dividual liberty. 

Political  privileges  and  duties.  In  the  high  enjoy- 
ment of  these  privileges,  our  citizens  have  de- 
termined, each  tor  himself,  what  employment  he 
would  pursue — whether  he  would  work  much  or 
little — whether  he  would  buy,  sell,  exchange  or  give 
away  property — whether  he  would  give  credit,  exact 
money,  or  make  any  other  conditions,  and  they  have 
vigilantly  guarded  against  all  attempts  to  invade  or 
impair  these  rights. 

The  almost  unrestrained  individual  liberty  which 
we  enjoy;  the  exemption  from  unnecessary  and  op- 
pressive burdens;  the  right  which  belongs  to  each 
person  to  seek  his  happiness  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  industry  in  such  manner  as  he  pleases,  if  it  be 
not  criminal,  are  the  obvious  causes  of  our  prospe- 
rity, and  have  worked  out  those  great  results  which 
distinguish  our  union  from  all  other  countries  and 
make  it  the  paradise  of  the  poor  man.  Almost  all 
we  see  amongst  us  in  our  commonweafh  is  the  work 
of  individual  enterprise,  exerting  itself  under  these  in- 
fluences. Business,  when  it  has  received  the  friend- 
ly support  due  from  the  federal  government,  has 
been  urged  forward  with  untiring  zeal;  trade  and 
wealth  have  been  sought  by  sea  and  by  land,  in  un- 
explored regions;  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic, 
has  been  employed  with  such  unexa  npled  activity 
in  exchanging  the  products  of  labor,  that  labor  itseif 
has  been  stimulated  to  its  greatest  efforts,  and  has 
realized  rewards  seldom  equalled  in  any  country. — 
The  eardi  itself  has  been  annually  tasked  for  more 
abundant  crops,  and  this  general  activity  of  business 
has  i mparted  vigor  to  the  mechanic  arts,  and  advanc- 
ed them  rapidly  towards  higher  perfection.  What 
the  resources  o!  an  individual  have  been  inadequate 
to  accomplish,  has  been  done  by  united  efforts;  ca- 
nals have  been  exc  avated,  rail  roads  laid  down,  ships 
put  afloat,  mills  erected,  manufacturing  established. 
Thus  individual  energy  acting  by  itself,  or  united 


rapidly,  and  created  such  a demand  for  labor,  that 
all  who  have  been  disposed  to  be  industrious,  have 
with  few  exceptions,  found  as  much  employment  as 
they  desired,  ami  at  rates  of  wages  adequate  to  lay 
the  foundation  of ’success  in  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
perty. We  often  see  this  individual  power  forcibly 
illustrated  in  the  rapid  progress  of  onr  citizens 
from  poverty  to  wealth — in  the  transition  from  the 
humblest  circumstances  to  a condition  which  ena- 
bles them  to  become  the  generous  patrons  of  the  be- 
nevolent and  useful  institutions  which  have  grown 
up  amongst  us. 

Individual  liberty,  coupled  with  intellectual  im- 
provement, is  manifestly  the  vital  principle  that  dis- 
tinguishes us  and  moves  us  on  by  its  own  inherent 
power,  crowning  our  efforts  with  triumphant  sue 
cess.  It  creates  impulses  that  nothing  else  can 
give,  and  in  its  great  and  general  results  exhibits  in 
strong  contrast  the  difference  between  those  who 
enjoy  it,  and  such  as  have  no  voice  in  their  destiny, 
but  from  generation  to  generation  labor  quietly  on 
to  sustain  animal  existence,  unconscious  of  the  ca- 
pacities that  sleep  within  them.  Almost  all  we 
witness  around  us,  is  only  the  proof  of  what  man 
is  capable  of  accomplishing  for  himself  when  free 
scope  is  given  to  his  menial  and  physical  faculties. 
While  in  the  enjoyment  of  such  large  privileges,  it 
is  not  remarkable  that  we  are  sometimes  borne  for- 
ward by  the  buoyant  hopes  naturally  excited, 
with  a strength  that  carries  us  into  injurious  ex- 
cesses of  business,  but  as  the  desolating  tempest  or 
swollen  stream  soon  subside,  leaving  behind  the 
blessings  of  heaven  mingled  with  the  waste,  so  do 
the  people  return  from  excess  to  their  usual  pru- 
dence, learning  wisdom  from  misfortune.  The  in- 
conveniences resulting  from  occasional  over-action 
are  trifling  compared  with  the  interference  of  a re- 
gulating power,  which  would  impair  the  discretion, 
diminish  the  privileges,  or  restrain  the  enterprise  of 
individuals.  Power  always  steals  upon  us  under 
the  plausible  pretence  of  bettering  our  condition, 
but  its  general  aim  is  to  take  something  from  ns 
which  lessons  our  privileges.  It  may  be  abused 
and  exercised  oppressively  by  majorities  as  well  as 
by  despots.  The  mere  forms  of  a free  government 
do  not,  therefore,  make  a free  people,  unless,  as  in- 
dividuals, they  are  exempt  from  oppression,  and 
enjoy  the  liberties  and  privileges  which  constitute 
all  that  is  valuable  in  freedom.  It  becomes  us 
when  in  possession  of  sucli  privileges  as  the  people 
of  tliis  commonwealth  enjoy,  not  to  be  impatient 
under  the  evils  incident  to  them:  not  to  destroy  the 
wheat  in  extirpating  the  tares,  but  to  cherish  the 
love  of  individual  liberty  as  the  basis  of  political 
happiness.  When  abuses  demand  it,  a suitable 
corrective  should  he  applied,  but  not  in  a way  to 
cool  the  ardor,  discourage  the  hopes,  or  abate  the 
energy  of  our  citizens.  Such  legislation  may  gain 
something  to  power,  but  nothing  to  the  great  cause 
of  universal  freedom  and  prosperity. 

Like  other  states,  we  have  shared  the  calamities 
which  have  fallen  to  the  common  lot  of  the  coun- 
try, and  thev  have  had  their  influence  upon  our! 
progress.  But  the  people  have  infused  into  thege-| 
neral  course  of  policy,  much  of  their  own  free  and 
lofty  spirit,  and  tiave  imparted  to  our  institutions  a 
living  energy  that  will  sustain  and  advance  them 
toward  higher  perfection,  and  make  them  more 
worthy  of  onr  love,  and  more  perfect  models  for 
the  imitation  of  otheis.  We  cannot  more  strongly 
evince  our  attachment  to  the  commonwealth,  than 
by  promoting  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  by  wise  and  prudent  legislation,  which  shall 
not  impair  their  privileges. 

Federal  relations.  But  whatever  may  be  our 
policy,  and  however  generously  the  people  may  in- 
fuse iheir  liberal  spirit  into  measures,  still  our  con- 
nexion with  the  government  of  the  United  States  is 
such,  and  its  influences  so  great,  that  we  can  nei- 
ther avert  or  control  them.  Probably  no  state  in  the 
union  has  so  great  a diversity  of  important  interests 
so  materially  affected  by  its  action.  We  are  agri- 
culturists, manufacturers,  mechanics,  navigators, 
fishermen,  merchants — each  class  following  its  own 
pursuits,  but  all  united  closely  together  by  innume- 
rable strong  ties,  in  a common  interest.  We  hold 
extensive  commercial  intercourse  with  the  world, 
and  make  the  seas  Iributarv  to  our  labor  in  many 
ways. 

We  are  thus  brought  directly  under  the  power 
and  protection  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  if  its  policy  be  wise,  experience  teaches 
us  that  we  can  scarcely  fail  to  prosper,  but  if  it  be 
unwise,  or  oppressive,  we  have  learnt  in  like  man- 
ner that  we  cannot  escape  its  injurious  influence. 

If  it  denies  to  us  commercial  intercourse,  our  trade 
is  suspended:  if  it  is  regulated  upon  unfair  or  un- 
just terms,  we  langish  under  the  injury:  but  when 
its  parental  arm  covers  us  with  its  shield,  winning 
our  confi  lence,  and  encouraging  our  interprise  by 
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is  rolled  on  with  an  impetus  that  none  but  a free 
people  can  give.  As  therefore,  the  power  of  that 
government  reaches,  and  influences  all  our  pursuits, 
to  the  earnings  of  the  humblest  laborer,  we  have  in 
it  a vitai  and  abiding  interest,  and  we  have  a right 
to  demand  of  it  a just  and  faithful  exercise  of  its 
constitutional  authority,  as  well  as  to  hold  it  re- 
sponsible, if  in  times  of  peace  and  plenty,  it  pur- 
sues a course  adverse  to  our  prosperity  and  em- 
barrasses our  employments. 

Jhe  currency — experiments.  Our  public  affairs 
have  for  a long  period  of  time  been  in  great  confu- 
sion. Our  finances,  currency  and  business  have 
been  greviously  deranged  during  the  experimental 
policy  pursued  since  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  U. 
States  took  into  his  custody  and  keeping  the  re- 
venues. Even  those  revenues  which  were  then 
superabundant,  have  ceased  to  meet  the  annual  ex- 
penditures, and  money  raised  on  governmental  pa- 
per has  supplied  Ihe  deficiency.  Attempts  are 
made  to  justify  this  extraordinary  state  of  tilings  on 
the  ground  that  the  currency  is  arid  has  been  ex- 
cessive, that  through  the  influences  of  this  excess, 
credits  have  become  extravagant — trade  ha3  gone 
beyond  the  limits  of  prudence — importations  have 
become  immoderate — and  property  has  acquired  an 
unnatural  value.  The  apparent  object  of  the  poli- 
cy is  to  retain  the  revenues  under  the  more  imme- 
diate control  of  the  executive  and  to  check  credits 
among  the  people  by  diminishing  the  amount  of 
money  in  circulation.  The  real  effect  is  to  dimi- 
nish business  by  lessening  the  means  employed  to  • 
carrv  it  on,  and  thus  curtailing  the  value  of  proper- 
ty and  the  wages  of  labor.  Among  men  without 
wealth  credit  stands  in  the  place  of  capital,  and 
just  to  the  extent  it  is  diminished  by  this  policy,  a 
decline  in  business  must  follow,  drawing  after  it  a 
proportionate  fall  of  wages. 

The  whole  weight  of  the  administration  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  currency,  and  its  fortunes  staked 
upon  so  reforming  it  as  to  restrain  credits  and  trade 
founded  upon  them. 

The  currency  has  been  reduced  till  money  lias 
commanded  ruinous  rates  of  interest — trade  has  de- 
clined— importations  have  been  diminished  but  not 
more  thau  other  business — credits  have  been  cur- 
tailed as  a vast  multitude  of  distressed  debtors  can 
testify — property  and  wages  have  been  lowered — 
but  where  is  the  prosperity  that  was  to  follow? 
where  the  golden  era  of  fruition?  The  aching  eyes 
of  many  are  still  stretched  in  vain  after  it  while  it 
recedes  like  the  mirage  of  the  desert  before  the 
weary  traveller. 

Since  this  policy  commenced,  years  have  passed 
away,  and  what  have  we  realizeu,  but  the  tortures 
of  the  experiment?  In  what  has  our  condition  been 
improved?  The  people  have  yet  to  learn  how 
those,  who  are  not  horn  to  inheritances,  are  to  carry 
on  a successful  business  without  credit,  or  how  the 
country  can  be  made  to  prosper  without  it.  They 
have  yet  to  learn  how  reducing  the  currency  is  to 
bring  relief,  when  they  see  their  property  sacrificed 
and  themselves  overwhelmed  for  the  want  of  mo- 
ney. If,  as  many  seem  to  believe,  the  sub-treasury 
act  will  diminish  importations,  by  restraining'  cre- 
dits, we  have  yet  to  learn,  that  it  will  not  affect  do- 
mestic business  and  trade  which  is  of  vastly  gi  eater 
magnitude  and  importance,  in  the  same  manner, 
for  currency  and  credit  are  as  indispensable  to  the 
one  as  to  the  other. 

Massachusetts  believing  that  no  such  favorable 
results,  as  have  been  anticipated,  would  be  realiz- 
ed, has  from  the  cominenceineut  of  it,  firmly  oppos- 
ed this  policy,  protesting  against  it,  as  unwise,  in- 
jurious and  an  alarming  invasion  ot  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  She  deplored  that  act  by  which  the 
revenues  were  taken  from  the  custody  of  law  and 
employed  lo  enlarge  and  strengthen  executive 
power.  She  resisted  the  sub-treasury  act,  because 
it  substantially  legalizes  that  dangerous  union  of  the 
executive  with  the  moneyed  power,  and  because 
she  considers  it  as  the  initiatory  step  towards  a 
paper  currency  founded  on  the  credit  ot  the  United 
States.  With”  such  a power  in  ambitious  hands, 
she  saw  that  her  own  monetary  institutions  would 
be  subject  to  executive  control,  and  might  be  de- 
ranged or  crippled  at  pleasure.  She  saw  indeed 
nothing  to  hope,  but  much  to  f.  ar,  and  stood  firm  in 
her  purpose  amid  the  triumph  of  the  friends  of  this 
policy,  warning  the  people  of  the  danger.  She  has 
been' heard,  and  a response  given,  condemning  the 
system  by  an  emphatic  expres-ion  of  public  opinion. 

Yet  we  see  from  high  sources  proofs  of  a disposi- 
tion to  cling  to  it.  Is  there  still  a lingering  hope  to 
satisfy  such  as  have  been  struggling  with  the  ad- 
versity of  the  times,  that  the  country  has  been  pros- 
perous? Can  the  people  be  persuaded  (hat  the  trea- 
sury is  in  a favorable  condition,  when  all  its  re- 
sources from  the  current  revenues  and  otherwise, 
amounting  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  twelve 
millions  o~f  dollars  during  the  last  four  years,  have 
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been  exhausted  and  the  country  left  in  debt!  Is  it 
proof  of  a suitable  economy,  that  nearly  thirty  mil- 
lions of  this  fund  consisted  of  a surplus  money  aris- 
ing; from  cash  on  hand,  bank  stock,  &c.  which  has 
been  expended  in  addition  to  the  current  revenue? 

Is  a debt  the  less  burdensome  because  it  is  not  per- 
ment,  when  the  president  has  officially  assured  us 
that  “indebtedness  cannot  be  lessened  by  borrowing 
more  money  or  changing  the  form  of  the  debt?”  The 
people  will  form  their  own  judgment  in  regard  to 
these  matters,  but  I see  no  satisfactory  evidence  of 
economy  or  any  such  proofs  of  a general  prosperity 
as  to  justify  congratulations. 

Prospects.  The  time,  however,  is  at  hand  when 
we  may  hope  for  an  administration  of  public  affairs 
which  will  relieve  business  from  its  fetters  and 
open  upon  the  country  a higher  prospect.  We  may, 

I trust,  look  for  enlightened  measures,  which  will 
quicken  into  activity  the  benumbed  energies  of  our 
great  industrial  community;  and  lor  a system  of 
actual,  praciical  economy,  rigidly  enforced,  and  in 
harmony  with  the  plain  republican  habits  of  the 
people.  We  may  also,  I trust,  anticipate  a policy 
that  will  W’atch  over  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, encouraging,  protecting,  cherishing  and  har- 
monising all  of  them;  one  that  while  in  comprehen- 
sive wisdom  it  embraces  the  planters,  will  not  over- 
look the  farmer,  the  manufacturer,  the  mechanic, 
navigator  or  fisherman. 

A great  crisis  is  at  hand  when  congress  must  set- 
tle the  measure  of  piotection  which  the  labor  of  this 
part  of  the  country  is  to  derive  from  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  revenue  from  importations. 
We  shall  look  to  the  coming  event  with  deep  anxie 
ty,  trusting  that  it  will  be  met  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation and  mutual  concession,  anil  harmonize  in  a 
common  prosperity,  all  the  great  interests  ot  the 
country.  Nothing  short  of  this  can  give  stability  to 
our  republican  government  and  impart  contentment 
to  the  people.  In  the  accomplishment  of  this  de- 
sirable object,  in  which  no  one  has  a greater  stake 
than  the  laborer,  I cannot  doubt  all  good  citizens 
will  unite  with  zeal. 

Policy.  What  we  ought  most  anxiously  to  seek, 
is  a wise,  firm  and  steady  policy,  for  nothing  more 
deranges  business  than  fluctuating  legislation.  To 
be  stable,  it  must  be  just,  for  if  it  shall  disregard  one 
class  to  favor  another,  the  wound  inflicted  by  such 
partiality  will  fester  till  the  whole  system  becomes 
diseased.  The  harmony  of  the  states  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  union,  are  of  such  momentous  con- 
sideration, that  they  demand  the  exercise  of  the 
greatest  wisdom  and  patriotism  from  all  quarters. 
Nothing  can  tend  more  strongly  to  such  an  end  than 
the  adoption  of  a comprehensive  pslicy,  embracing 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and  I trust  the 
wisdom  of  congress  will  be  united  to  accomplish  a 
result  so  necessary  and  so  unanimously  desired. 

In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  as- 
signed to  me,  I am  not  unmindful  of  the  great  re- 
sponsibilities that  rest  upon  the  office;  and  in  return 
for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  I can  assure  my 
fellow  citizens,  that  my  best  efforts  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be  devoted 
to  their  service.  I shall  with  great  satisfaction  co- 
operate with  the  legislature  in  giving  all  possible 
despatch  to  the  public  business,  and  in  maintaining  a 
system  of  rigid  economy  and  strict  accountability  in 
the  management  of  the  public  money,  as  far  as 
power  to  do  so  is  conferred  upon  me.  My  know- 
ledge of  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  does  not 
rnable  me  to  speak  of  the  details  on  this  occasion, 
but  I shall  unite  with  you  in  any  suitable  measures 
of  economy  which  will  biing  the  expenditures 
within  the  amount  of  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
and  in  any  just  provisions  for  the  payment  of  such 
balances  as  are  or  may  fall  due. 

There  are  many  other  important  topics  which 
will  occupy  your  deliberations,  and  might  be  ap- 
propiiately  noticed  at  this  time;  but  it  will  be  more 
convenient  to  solicit  for  them  your  favorable  atten- 
tion at  some  period,  if  the  public  interest  should 
require  it. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  express  to  my 
fellow  citizens  the  abiding  sense  of  gratitude  which 
fills  my  heart  at  this  renowned  expression  of  their 
confidence,  and  to  entreat  that  the  smiles  and  bless- 
ings of  Divine  Providence  may  rest  upon  them  and 
upon  the  commonwealth.  JOHN  DAVIS. 

Council  chamber , January  9,  1841. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 

of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Fellow  citizens:  Among  the  various  duties 
enjoined  by  the  constitution  outlie  executive  ma 
gistrate,  none  is  more  important  arid  more  frequent- 
ly perplexing,  than  that  of  “giving  to  the  general 
assembly  information  of  the  state  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  recommending  lo  their  consideration 


such  measures  as  he  should  deem  expedient.”  On 
this  occasion  I am  happily  relieved  from  much  of 
the  anxiety  and  embarrassment  attendant  upon  the 
discharge  of  this  duly,  by  referring  your  attention 
lo  the  annual  message  which  I had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  the  legislature  on  the  8th  of  January 
last.  In  that  message  I felt  it  to  be  my  imperative 
duty  to  enter  into  a full  and  elaborate  exposition  of 
my  views  on  several  deeply  interesting  subjects 
connected  with  the  public  welfare,  and  especially 
on  the  subjects  of  the  internal  improvements  of  the 
commonwealth,  the  public  debt,  and  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  banking  system.  In  regard  to  these 
leading  questions  of  vital  interest,  and  the  numerous 
subordinate  matters  intimately  associated  and  blend- 
ed with  them,  I can  add  very  little  to  the  opinions 
I expressed,  and  the  recommendations  I made  in  the 
message  to  which  I have  just  referred  you.  The 
experience  of  the  past  year  has  not  only  confirmed, 
but  strengthened  my  conviction  of  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  those  opinions  and  recommendations; 
the  people  at  large,  with  unexampled  unanimity, 
have  approved  them;  and  I earnestly  invite  your 
careful  deliberation,  as  I did  that  of  the  last  legis 
1 at  n re,  upon  those  portions  of  the  message,  to  which 
you  will  find  convenient  access  upon  your  journals. 

So  far  as  respects  the  reform  of  the  banking  system 
I perceive  no  necessity  for  changing  or  modifying 
in  any  essential  particular,  the  recommendations 
therein  contained;  and  I now  here  respectfully,  but 
earnestly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  recom- 
mendations I then  made  on  this  subject,  and  trust 
that  the  piesent  legislature  will  not  seperate,  until 
they  shall  have  made  a searching  and  thorough  re- 
form of  the  imperfections  and  manifold  abuses  of 
the  piesent  system.  To  me  it  has  been  a subject 
of  deep  regret,  that  my  recommendations  on  that 
subject  did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  last 
legislature,  persuaded  as  I am,  that  the  most  bene- 
ficial influences  would  have  resulted  from  their 
adoption.  It  is  not,  however,  too  late  to  apply  the 
remedy  still;  and  I again  recommend,  with  axious 
earnestness,  those  measures  for  reforming  the  abuses 
of  the  banking  system  to  your  eaily  attention. 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  resumption 
of  specie  payments  on  the  part  of  the  banks,  which 
constituted,  a year  ago,  such  a formidable  portion 
of  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  efficient  legislation,  is 
about  to  be  consummated,  without  your  active  in 
terference  at  all.  Under  the  resolution  passed  on 
the  3d  day  ot  April  last,  those  institutions  are  re- 
quired, on  and  after  the  15th  day  of  January  in- 
stant, to  pay  on  demand  all  their  notes,  bills,  de- 
posites,  and  other  liabilities  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
on  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  their  charter,  upon 
certain  conditions  set  forth  in  said  resolutions.  It 
affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  although  the 
day  fixed  tor  the  resumption  was  more  remote  than 
I wished  at  the  time,  yet  the  period  of  indulgence 
has  neaily  passed  away,  and  there  is  now  good 
ground  to  believe  that  the  banks  of  this  common- 
wealth will,  as  they  are  required  to  do,  be  pre- 
pared again  to  discharge  their  liabilities  in  specie. 
Should  they  do  so,  by  continuing  strictly  to  observe 
the  law,  and  by  fulfilling  the  just  expectations  of 
the  public,  they  may  regain  the  confidence  w hich 
they  have  hitherto  lost,  and  more  particularly  may 
they  do  this  if  proper  measures  be  adopted  for  the 
betler  regulation  and  control  of  their  operations. 
One  of  the  most  immediate  advantages  resuming  to 
the  community,  from  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, will  be  the  entire  expulsion  fiom  circulation 
of  the  illigitimale  brood  of  small  notes  that  have 
been  poured  in  upon  us,  from  the  neighboring  states 
on  all  sides,  in  defiance  of  law,  and  of  the  most  ac- 
tive endeavor  to  suppress  them.  I cannot,  how- 
ever, conclude  this  part  of  my  subject  without  re- 
commending that  no  increase  of  our  banking  capital 
be  made  under  any  circumstances,  and  that  effectual 
provision  be  made  by  law,  that  if  any  bank  shall, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  suspend  specie  payments,  it 
shall  be  ipso  facto  a forfeiture  of  its  charter.  No- 
thing short  of  an  absolute  and  unconditional  pro- 
vision of  this  kind  can  arrest  the  frequent  over- 
issues of  the  banks,  induced  by  the  inordinate  cu- 
pidity of  those  under  whose  directions  they  may  be 
conducted.  Let  the  great  principle  be  distinctly 
announced,  as  the  foundation  on  which  our  banking 
institutions  rest,  that,  hereafter,  there  are  to  be  no 
more  suspensions  of  specie  payments  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Public  improvement.  The  condition  of  the  public 
improvements  during  the  past  3’ear,  has  been  at- 
tended to  by  the  officers  entrusted  with  their  ma- 
nagement, with  untiring  assiduity.  They  are  in  a 
much  better  state  of  lepair  than  they  ever  have 
been  since  their  construction,  and  but  little  delay 
or  interruption  in  business  has  ocenred.  The 
amount  of  business  done  on  the  main  line,  it  is  true, 
has  been  less  than  last  year,  but  it  has  been  owing 
to  causes  in  no  degree  connected  with  the  manage- 


ment of  the  public  improvements.  I refer  you  to 
the  report  of  the  canal  commissioners  for  a detailed 
and  accurate  statement  of  the  present  condition  of 
the  improvements,  the  sum  required  to  complete 
those  lines  in  a state  of  forwardness,  and  the  amount 
needed  for  repairs  on  the  canals  and  rail  roads  now 
n operation,  as  well  as  the  amount  due  for  repairs 
heretofore  done. 

I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  again  to  state  to  the  legis- 
lature, that  as  soon  as  those  portions  of  the  un- 
finished lines  of  improvement,  now  almost  complet- 
ed, are  finished,  and  upon  which,  if  the  work  had 
been  suspended,  more  would  have  been  lost  to  the 
commonwealth,  than  bv  hastening  their  completion, 

I think  it  full  time  for  Pennsylvania  to  pause  in  her 
career  of  internal  improvement,  and  test  for  a time 
the  uselulness  and  value  of  the  stupendous  achieve- 
ments she  has  already  made.  I have  been  from  the 
beginning,  the  fiiend  and  advocate  of  the  internal 
improvement  system  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
shall  continue  to  be,  so  long  as  that  system  is  con- 
fined to  the  main  lines  and  their  immediate  tributa- 
ries; but  our  immense  public  debt,  and  the  sacrifi- 
ces which  the  people  are  called  upon  to  make  in 
consequence  of  it,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  of  the  principal  as  it  falls  due,  forcibly  admonish 
us,  to  consult  prudence  and  economy  before  vve  in- 
cur additional  responsibilities,  without  a correspond- 
ing increase  of  means  to  meet  them.  A revival  of 
business,  arid  the  natural  augmentation  of  our  popu- 
lation and  resources,  will  in  a short  period  of  time, 
enable  us  to  realize  from  our  improvements,  many 
of  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  susceptible, 
and  as  I confidently  trust,  enough,  and  more  than 
enough  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  their  projec- 
tors, and  the  soundness  of  the  policy,  which  led  to 
the  enormous  investment  of  capital  in  their  con- 
struction. When  that  day  arrives,  let  canals  and 
rail  roads  be  constructed  wherever  they  promise  to 
be  useful  throughout  the  wide  extent  of  the  com- 
monwealth; but  until  it  does  arrive,  let  us  husband 
our  resources,  and  diminish  as  much  as  practicable 
the  burthens  now  imposed  upon  the  people  of  the 
state. 

The  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  main 
lines  and  to  put  the  improvements  now  in  use  in  a 
thorough  state  of  repair,  you  will  be  fully  informed 
of  by  the  canal  commissioners;  w hich  amount  of  mo- 
ney I would  respectfully  suggest,  should  be  imme- 
diately approprl  Jed  so  as  to  enable  the  canal  com- 
missioners to  make  proper  arrangements  to  apply  it 
with  most  advantage  to  the  public  service.  Great 
and  immediate  repairs  to  our  improvements  are  in- 
dispensable, if  we  hope  (o  maintain  the  character  of 
those  improvements,  and  to  prevent  our  immediate 
northern  and  southern  neighbors  from  diverting  from 
them  a large  share  of  the  business  of  the  west  and 
south.  The  honor  of  Pennsylvania  is  too  deeply 
involved  in  this  measure  to  admit  of  apathy  or  delay. 
Feeling  as  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  should 
feel  on  this  subject,  I am  sure  no  stronger  motive  to 
action  could  be  presented  to  you,  than  that  of  en- 
lightened and  manly  state  pride,  addressing  itself 
to  }rou  through  the  medium  of  official  duly. 

Public  debt — Finances. 

The  present  amount  of  the  public  debt  is 


Permanent  loans  at  5 per  cent. 

Do.  do.  4^  per  cent. 
Temporary  loans  at  4 per  cent. 


Due  U.  States  on  account  of  de- 
posite  surplus  revenue, 

Unpaid  appropriations. 


$33,086,013  32 
200,000  00 
15,000  00 

$33,301,013  32 

2,867,514  78 
622,247  59 


$36,790,775  69 

Unon  an  ex  rination  of  the  debts  and  liabilities 
of  the  commoi  ealth,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1839, 
and  the  subsequent  laws  passed,  authorising  loans 
and  making  appropriations,  it  will  be  found  that 
nearly  the  whole  sum  borrowed  since  that  period 
has  been  applied  lo  debts  and  liabilities  then  due 
and  falling  due,  on  account  of  the  public  works 
finished  and  in  progress — to  the  payment  of  tempo- 
rary and  stock  loans — for  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  for  i lie  repairs  of  t lie  canals  and  railways 
of  the  commonwealth. 

The  only  sums  appropriate  d out  of  the  loans  au- 
thorised lo  be  in  ade  since  I came  into  office,  which 
were  not  a p p I ■ 1 lo  liabilities  then  due  and  growing 
out  of  contracts,  which  existed  at  that  time,  are  the 
following: 

To  the  survey  of  a rail  road  fiom 
Harrisburg  to  Pittsburg, 

To  stock  in.  tire  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  canal. 

To  slock  in  the  Franklin  rail  road, 

To  stock  in  the  Moriongahela  navi- 
gation company, 


$45,000  00 

50,000  00 
100,000  00 

100,000  00 


$295,000  00 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  30,  1841— GOY.  PORTER’S  MESSAGE. 


345 


Public  properly. 

Bank  stock, 

Turnpike  and  bridge  stock, 

Canal  and  navigation  stock. 

Rail  road  stock, 

Money  due  on  land,  estimated, 
Public  works,  canals,  railways,  &c. 


$2,108,700  00 
2,830,348  89 
645,269  00 
335,546  90 
1,000,000  00 
29,573,506  17 


$36,498,370  96 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  resources  of  the  com- 
monwealth are  abundant,  but  not  immediately  avail- 
able for  the  purpose  of  paying  either  the  principal 
or  the  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  it  has  not  been 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  legislature  (o  provide 
sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the  current  demands 
upon  the  state  treasury.  The  various  appropria- 
tions of  the  public  treasure  have  exceeded  the  pub- 
lic income.  Out  of  this  stale  of  tilings  a custom 
has  grown  up  at  Ihe  treasury,  it  seems,  lo  pay  the 
demands  upon  if,  as  they  are  from  time  to  time  pre- 
sented, without  reference  to  the  specific  appropria- 
tion of  part  of  the  moneys  therein  to  the  payment 
of  the  inteiest  upon  the  public  debt,  which  falls  due 
semi-annually,  on  the  1st  of  February  and  1st  of 
August.  Under  this  custom  it  has  happened,  that 
from  a deficiency  of  other  means,  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  tolls,  auction  duties,  tax  on  collateral  in- 
heritances, dividends  on  turnpike,  bridge  and  navi- 
gation stocks,  and  escheats,  wdiich  had  been  set 
apart  by  law  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  have  been  paid  out  indiscrimi- 
nately to  meet  other  demands  upon  the  treasury. 
There  will,  therefore,  be  a deficiency  in  the  fund 
for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
upon  the  1st  of  February  next,  of  perhaps  $800,000. 
This,  as  well  as  every  other  subject  relating  to  the 
revenue,  belongs  so  exclusively  to  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  government,  that  no  recommendation 
of  the  executive  can  be  required,  to  bespeak  for  it 
Ihe  necessity  for  some  special  legislation  in  relation 
to  its  future  disbursement. 

The  lax.  It  is  computed  that  the  tax  which  will 
be  rendered  available  under  the  act  ol  the  11th  of 
June,  1840,  entitled  “an  act  to  create  additional  re- 
venue to  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, and  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt,  of  the 
commonwealth,”  will  amount  to  about  $600,000. — 
The  sum  which  will  be  raised  under  this  act,  to- 
gether with  the  other  resources  of  the  common- 
wealth, will  most  probably  liquidate  the  interest 
account,  without  further  resort  to  loans  for  that  pur- 
pose. This  act  is  to  continue  in  force  five  years, 
and  provides  such  a rule  for  the  assessment  of  taxes, 
as  to  fall  W'ith  gentle  weight  on  those  who  are  little 
able  to  bear  any  addition  to  their  expenses.  The 
articles  taxed  are  those  purely  of  luxury,  such  as 
gold  watches,  pleasure  carriages,  household  furni- 
ture exceeding  in  value  three  hundred  dollars,  to- 
gether with  bonds,  bills  and  notes  of  solvent  obli- 
gors, bank  stock  or  stock  in  other  corporations, 
yielding  dividends  of  at  least  one  per  cent,  salaries 
of  public  officers  and  real  estate. 

Although  this  act  undoubtedly  operates  with  con- 
siderable hardship  upon  those  who  fall  within  the 
reach  ot  ils  provisions;  still  they  are  comparatively, 
subjected  to  very  little  inconvenience,  for  m most 
instances  theydo  not  belong  tothe  poorer  classes, on 
whom  taxation  usually  falls  with  the  most  peculiar 
severity. 

To  impose  taxes  on  any  class  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens is  not  very  agreeable,  nor  a very  popular 
task;  but  when,  as  in  this  case,  Ihe  honor  and  fide- 
lity of  Pennsylvania  must  be  sacrificed,  or  a tax  of 
this  kind  be  endured,  there  are  few,  very  few  men 
in  the  commonwealth,  worthy  to  be  ranked  among 
her  free,  intelligent  and  upright  citizens,  who  will 
shrink  from  their  share  of  the  burthen.  When,  too, 
it  is  known  that  those  who  recommended,  and  who 
sanctioned  the  bill  imposing  the  tax,  are  no  more 
responsible  for  the  necessity  that  compelled  a resort 
to  it,  than  anv  of  those  who  are  to  pay  it,  the  folly 
and  injustice  of  those  who  would  condemn,  are  ren- 
dered still  more  conspicuous.  I found  the  debt 
upon  which  this  interest  was  to  be  paid,  in  exist- 
ence when  I assumed  the  functions  of  the  executive 
and  found  nothing  to  pay  it  with.  The  treasury  w'as 
exhausted,  and  no  means  left  to  meet  this  responsi- 
bility but  further  loans,  a sale  of  the  improvements, 
or  taxation.  The  first  two  were  impracticable,  and 
I was  driven  by  stern  necessity  to  the  adoption  of 
the  latter  alternative.  I saw  but  one  path  before 
me  open  to  pursuit,  and  that  was  the  path  of  duty. 
I recommended  taxation;  that  recommendation  was 
adopted  by  the  legislature,  and  it  is  a source  of 
proud  gratification  to  ine,  when  I consider  that  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  almost  to  a man,  so  far  as 
I have  been  informed,  with  a firmness  and  patriot- 
ism worthy  of  themselves,  have  yielded  to  this  ne- 
cessity without  murmur  or  repining.  I feel  fully 


convinced  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  five  years  at 
farthest,  with  a reasonable  degree  of  prudence,  and 
with  strict  economy  in  the  management  of  our  af- 
fairs, the  income  of  our  improvements  will  render 
a renewal  of  this  law  wholly  unnecessary. 

If  any  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  this  tax,  let  these  questions  be  answered  by 
those  objecting.  Does  not  Pennsylvania  owe  this 
debt?  Is  she  not  morally  and  legally  bound  to  pay 
it  and  its  interest,  as  it  falls  due;  Can  they  point 
out  any  other  mode  by  which  this  can  be  done? 

You,  however,  have  come  directly  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  are  supposed  best  to  know  their  opinions 
on  this  as  well  as  all  other  subjects;  and  if  you  differ 
in  opinion  with  me  on  this  important  subject,  and 
think  the  tax  ought  not  to  have  been  laid,  it  is  your 
duty  to  repeal  the  law  instantly.  No  part  of  the 
tax  has  yet  been  collected.  Seeing  no  other  mode 
of  extricating  the  commonwealth  from  the  difficul- 
ties in  which  I found  it,  my  views  and  opinions  re- 
main unchanged.  Yet  if  the  immediate  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  think  proper  to  repeal  the  law, 
and  can  substitute  any  other  mode  less  obj“ctionab!e 
which  will  promptly  meet  the  exigency,  be  it  so;  the 
responsibility  rests  with  them. 

Faith  of  the  slate.  I can  never  consent,  by  word 
or  deed,  to  countenance  the  idea  that  the  faith  of 
the  state  can  be  violated  by  failure  lo  meet  her  en- 
gagements. If  there  be  any  in  our  country  who 
would  be  willing,  if  they  were  able,  to  abrogate  the 
contracts  of  the  commonwealth,  and  be  faithless  to 
her  creditors,  let  their  doctrine  be  distinctly  avowed 
and  the  issues  fairly  made  up  before  the  people,  the 
intelligence  and  integrity  of  our  citizens  would 
speedily  convince  the  world  that  they  feel  the  neces- 
sity in  a republican  government  of  maintaining  un- 
sullied, public  laith  and  national  honor. 

Deficiency  in  Ihe  funds  for  payment  of  Ihe  interest. 
The  deficiency  in  the  funds  set  apart  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  falling  due 
on  the  1st  of  February  next,  must  be  promptly  pro- 
vided  for.  By  the  act  of  the  eleventh  of  June  last, 
the  governor  is  authorised  to  procure  it  on  loan,  and 
for  that  purpose  proposals  have  been  invited;  whe- 
ther the  money  can  be  procured  I know  not,  and  in 
case  it  cannot,  1 see  no  other  mode  left  to  avoid  the 
dishonor  of  the  state  credit,  but  the  sale  of  a suffi- 
cient amount  of  the  stock  owned  by  the  state,  in  one 
or  the  other,  or  all  of  the  banks  in  which  she  is  in- 
terested. The  state  owns  the  following  amount  of 
stock  in  each  of  the  banks  named,  viz:  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  3,750  shares,  Philadelphia  bank  5,233 
shares,  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  1,708  shares. 
The  stock  would  most  probably  command  a ready 
sale,  and  I do  most  sincerely  hope  that  not  a day  will 
be  lost  before  this  possible  blot  on  the  faith  and  honor 
of  the  state  is  effectually  guarded  against  by  the 
prompt  action  of  the  legislature. 

Internal  improvements.  In  my  last  annual  message, 
trie  question  was  distinctly  presented  to  the  legisla- 
ture whether  the  works  then  in  progress  should  be 
prosecuted  lo  immediate  completion  or  not,  and  the 
question  was  by  them  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
and  Ihe  sum  of  $600,090  appropriated  to  each  of 
what  has  usually  been  denominated  the  main  lines; 
and  the  works  being  so  far  progressed  in  as  to  war- 
rant the  expectation  of  (heir  being  completed  in  ano- 
ther year,  all  will  now  concur  in  the  opinion,  I pre- 
sume, that  provision,  should  be  immediately  made 
for  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  works  as  soon 
as  possible. 

A judicious  and  immediate  appropriation,  prompt- 
ly made  in  anticipation  of  the  usual  appropriation 
bill,  specifically  for  the  works  under  contracts — for 
the  completion  of  the  reservoirs  at  each  end  of  the 
Portage  rail  road — and  tor  ordinary  repairs,  is  impe- 
riously called  for,  and  will  enable  the  contractors  to 
complete  the  whole,  and  have  them  ready  for  use 
bv  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the  spring  ol 
1842.  The  vast  importance  of  the  immediate  com- 
pletion of  the  main  lines,  as  well  to  the  citizens 
immediately  interested  in  them,  as  to  the  fiscal  in- 
terests ol  the  commonwealth,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
pressed  upon  your  attention.  They  will  complete 
a communication  between  the  great  lakes  and  our 
commercial  metroplis.  They  will  also,  bv  a proper 
arrangement  with  the  authorities  of  New  York,  con- 
nect our  improvements  with  those  of  that  great 
commonwealth,  thus  atfording  an  opportunity  ol  ex- 
changing the  products  of  the  two  states,  and  strength- 
ening the  bonds  of  our  national  union.  They  will 
also  add  largely  to  the  revenue  of  the  works  now  in 
use. 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  have  existed 
as  to  the  policy  of  commencing  the  Erie  extension 
and  North  Branch  canals,  there  ought  to  be  none 
now  as  to  their  speedy  completion.  They  are  near- 
ly finished,  a comparatively  small  sums  is  neces- 
sary to  complete  them,  and  the  policy  of  a con- 
tinued and  protracted  delay  in  completing  works 


which  the  state  is  pledged  to  accomplish,  until  the 
first  work  done  upon  them  has  become  useless  from 
decay,  has  proved  disastrous  and  ruinous  on  many 
occasions. 

The  course  heretofore  usual,  of  neglecting  to  ap- 
propriate a sufficient  sum  for  repairs,  and  that  early 
in  the  session,  has  been  seriously  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  commonwealth.  At  the  last  session, 
the  commissioners  stated  that  the  lowest  estimate 
for  repairs  required  $700,000,  and  Ihe  legislature 
appropriated  $500,000,  a great  portion  of  which 
was  absorbed  by  debts  then  due.  The  result  has 
shown  that  the  commissioners  were  right.  The 
fund  has  long  since  been  exhausted.  The  necessa- 
ry repairs  have  not  been  completed.  Those  who 
have  been  engaged  at  them  are  unpaid,  and  the  su- 
pervisors are  without  funds  to  lay  in  the  necessary 
materials  for  repairs.  The  repairs  on  the  lines  of 
canals  in  use  should  ordinarily  be  made  in  winter, 
when  they  would  not  interrupt  the  use  of  the  canals; 
and  it  has  usually  happened  that  before  the  arrival 
of  winter  the  officers  have  no  means  at  their  com- 
mand, no  appropriation  bill  is  passed  until  late  in  Ihe 
session.  The  whole  system  of  repairs,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  paying  the 
workmen,  and  those  who  furnish  materials,  costs  the 
commonwealth  much  more  than  it  would  do,  were 
the  means  of  payment  ample,  certain  and  promptly 
applied. 

Beaver  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  The 
Beaver  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  is  already 
connected  with  the  public  improvements  of  Ohio  by 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  a work  which  has 
been  completed  by  individual  enterprise,  aided  by 
public  appropriations  from  both  states,  and  bids  fair 
to  be  a valuable  tributary  to  our  public  improve- 
ments, and  a profitable  investment  for  the  stock- 
holders. It  has  been  accomplished  at  a less  cost  than 
any  other  work  of  the  kind  which  I have  visited,  and 
is  a monument  of  the  wisdom  of  its  projectors,  and 
of  the  skill,  prudence  and  economy  of  those  charged 
with  its  construction. 

Laiu  authorising  the  canal  commissioners  lo  heat 
with  New  York.  I respectfully  recommend  to  the 
legislature,  the  enactment  of  the  law  authorising 
the  canal  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  authori- 
ties of  the  state  of  New  York  for  such  a connexion 
of  our  internal  improvements  with  theirs,  as  will 
best  promote  the  interest  of  the  two  commonwealths. 
The  law  should  limit  the  terms  and  conditions,  and 
define  the  power  and  authorities  of  the  commission- 
ers in  such  manner  as  on  due  consideration  shall  be 
deemed  proper. 

Selling  or  leasing  water  power.  The  interest  of 
the  commonwealth  would  also  be  advanced  by  en- 
trusting the  same  board  with  the  power  of  selling 
or  leasing  water  power,  created  by  our  internal  im- 
provements. There  are  at  many  points,  and  in  very 
advantageous  situations,  surplus  quantities  of  water 
which  could  be  profitably  applied  to  various  branches 
of  manufacture  without  injury  to  the  due  supply  of 
our  cauals.  The  tolls  on  our  public  improvements 
would  be  increased  thereby,  and  a considerable  sura 
realized  from  such  sale  or  lease. 

Guaranty  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  stock  of 
the  Bald  Eagle  and  Spring  Creek  navigation.  By 
an  act  of  the  7th  April,  1835,  a guaranty  was  made, 
on  the  part  of  the  state,  for  the  payment  of  an  interest 
of  5 per  cent,  far  twenty- five  years  on  $200,000  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Bald  Eagle  and  Spring  Creek 
navigation  company;  and,  by  a subsequent  act,  the 
state  has  since  subscribed  $25,000  to  the  stock  of 
the  company.  The  whole  ofthe  work  is  completed 
and  in  active  operation,  except  the  last  six  miles, 
on  which  about  one-third  of  the  excavation  and  em- 
barkinent  is  made,  two  locks  completed,  and  ano- 
ther nearly  completed.  A comparatively  trifling 
sum  would  finish  this  work,  but  the  funds  of  the 
company  are  exhausted,  and  the  commonwealth  is 
annually  called  upon  for  the  amount  of  her  guaranty, 
and  her  subscription  is  wholly  unproductive.  It  is 
a very  valuable  tributary  to  the  state  canal,  termi- 
nating in  one  of  the  richest  mineral  regions  in  this 
or  perhaps  any  other  country.  Every  article  com- 
ing out  of  it  pays  a toll  on  our  state  canal  for  150 
miles  to  Columbia.  I therefore  submit  to  the  better 
judgment  of  the  legislature  whether  sound  econo- 
my does  not  dictate  the  further  subscription  of  a 
sum  sufficient  to  finish  it,  believing  that  its  pro- 
ductiveness will  then  be  amply  sufficient  to  relieve 
the  commonwealth  from  any  further  payment  of  her 
guaranty. 

Improvements  by  means  of  private  companies. 
There  are  at  present  many  public  improvements  in 
a course  ol  construction  in  our  state  by  means  of 
private  companies,  most  of  which  I cannot  but  think 
are  calculated  to  benefit  Pennsylvania  in  a very  high 
degree.  Among  the  latter  I may  particularize  the 
Williamsport  and  Elmira  rail  road  as  tending  with 
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certainty  to  produce  thi3  result.  This  road  will 
connect  the  Grand  Erie  canal  of  New  York,  by  the 
Se  eca  Lake,  with  the  West  Branch  canal  at  Wil- 
liamsport; and  also  intersect,  at  Elmira,  the  great 
southern  rail  road,  now  being  constructed  from  the 
Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie,  at  Dttrkirk.  The  ad- 
vantage likely  to  result  to  ourselves  from  the  con- 
struction of  this  road  will  be,  that  the  great  amount 
of  tonnage  and  travel  which  now  annually  finds 
its  way  from  the  lakes,  through  the  state  of  New 
ifork  to  the  Atlantic,  will  thus  be  brought  directly 
through  our  own  public  improvements  to  Philadel- 
phia, the  distance  from  Elmira  to  the  latter  city,  by 
this  route,  being  71  miles  shorter  than  from  Elmira 
to  the  city  of  New  York  by  any  contemplated  im- 
provement in  that  state.  Other  improvements  of  a 
similar  character,  and  perhaps  of  equal  importance, 
might  be  noticed. 

Publication  of  all  laws  of  a public  nature.  Every 
man  is  presumed  to  be  present  in  the  legislature  by 
his  representative,  and  to  know  what  public  laws 
are  enacted,  and  is  therefore  held  to  be  bound  by 
them  from  the  time  of  their  enactment.  This  no- 
lice, however,  is  but  a constructive  one.  I would 
respectfully  suggest,  whether  some  provision  for 
the  immediate  publication  of  all  laws  of  a public 
nature  is  not  necessary,  to  give  to  the  people  actual 
notice  of  provisions  by  which  they  may  be  seriously 
affected. 

Public  schools.  The  report  of  the  superintendent 
of  public  schools,  which  will  shortly  be  laid  before 
you,  will  show  the  progress  which  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation is  making  in  public  opinion,  and  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  colleges,  academies  and  schools, 
throughout  the  commonwealth. 

Geological  survey.  Though  the  active  operations 
of  the  geological  survey  are  not  yet  entirely  com- 
pleted, a much  greater  extent  of  country  has  been 
minutely  explored  during  the  past  season,  than  in 
any  former  one.  The  state  geologist,  and  his  corps, 
were  laboriously  occupied  in  the  field,  their  re- 
searches extending  into  various  districts,  both  east 
and  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  The  in- 
sight acquired  during  the  progress  of  the  survey, 
into  the  more  minute  features  of  our  geology,  and 
the  true  position  of  our  various  mineral  deposites, 
has  served  greatly  to  increase  the  accuracy  and  value 
of  the  large  body  of  facts  now  collected.  Through- 
out several  extensive  sections  of  the  state,  where 
hitherto,  no  accurate  clue  had  been  discovered  by 
which  particular  beds  of  those  useful  substances 
iron  ore,  coal,  marble  and  limestone  could  be  traced, 
much  of  the  obscurity  has  been  removed.  Several 
districts,  however,  of  greater  or  less  extent,  yet  re- 
main to  be  explored.  Though  some  of  these  have 
been  already  faithfully  examined,  one  year  more 
will  be  necessary  for  unravelling  the  intricacies  of 
their  structure  and  enabling  the  geologist  to  arrive 
at  a satisfactory  knowledge  of  their  resources.  For 
this  purpose  an  appropriation  will  become  necessa- 
ry. Tiie  amount,  however,  will  be  less  than  the 
sum  hitherto  annually  expended.  The  topographi- 
cal maps  now  in  a course  of  construction,  are  essen- 
tial as  a basis  for  the  geological  map  called  for  by  tire 
law.  In  the  chemical  department  of  the  survey,  an 
extensive  series  of  ores,  coals,  cement,  fluxes,  &c. 
have  been  annalysed,  resulting  in  a species  of  know- 
ledge now  becoming  every  day  more  important  to 
the  growing  manufacturing,  and  mining  interests  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Pecuniary  embarrassments  in  the  business  commu- 
nity. It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  thatthe  few  last  years 
have  been  a period  of  pecuniary  embarrassment  in 
the  business  community.  It  has  been  consoling, 
however,  to  reflect  that  during  a portion  of  that  time, 
our  husbandmen  have  been  reaping  a full  reward  for 
their  labor  in  abundant  crops,  for  which,  until  re- 
cently, they  have  found  ready  markets,  at  fair  prices. 
They  had  not  generally  been  affected  with  that 
mad  spirit  of  speculation,  which  at  one  time  seem- 
ed to  have  seized  so  large  a part  of  other  portions 
of  our  citizens,  and  induced  them  to  engage  in  al- 
most every  visionary  scheme  in  their  “haste  to  get 
rich.” 

The  causes  of  this  embarrassment  have  been  va- 
riously explained,  as  suited  the  views  of  those  who 
undertook  the  task.  My  own  view’s  upon  this  sub- 
ject have  been  fully  and  freely  expressed  in  my 
communications  to  the  preceding  legislature.  No 
one,  however,  can  doubt,  that  when  our  country  is 
importing  large  amounts  of  the  luxuries  and  super- 
fluities of  life  from  foreign  countries,  and  not  ex- 
porting a sufficiency  of  our  own  products  to  pay  for 
them,  there  must  be  a constant  drain  ol  the  precious 
metals,  and  hence  a scarcity  of  money  to  supply  the 
wants  of  our  community  at  home.  A retrench- 
ment among  our  citizens,  of  whom  plain  republican 
simplicity  has  ever  been  a distinguishing  character- 
istic, in  the  purchase  and  use  of  articles  of  mere 
luxury,  would  greatly  tend  to  lessen  this  cause  of 
pecuniary  embarrassment. 


The  consequences  of  our  embarrassment  in  our 
mercantile  and  manufacturing  operations,  are  now 
beginning  to  be  felt,  also,  by  our  farmers,  in  the 
more  recent  reduction  of  tire  prices  of  their  pro- 
ducts, although  the  fact  communicated  by  the  secre- 
tary of  tiie  treasury  in  his  late  report  is  cheering, 
that  during  the  test  year  the  exports  from  this  coun- 
try have  exceeded  the  imports  by  nearly  twenty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  certainly  encou- 
raging, especially  when  we  reflect,  that  in  prior 
years  the  reverse  was  the  fact;  and  that  without  go- 
ing back  further,  in  the  year  1836,  the  excess  ofim- 
ports  exceeded  the  exports  upwards  of  sixty-one 
millions  of  dollars;  in  1837,  twenty-three  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars;  in  1838,  five  millions  of  dollars; 
and  in  1839,  forty  one  millions  of  dollars;  and  that  in 
1837,  the  import  of  tiie  single  article  of  silk,  a mere 
luxury,  w’hich  our  own  country  is  as  capable  of  pro- 
ducing as  any  other,  amounted  to  twenty-three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  while  our  export  of  flour,  during 
the  same  year,  was  but  about  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  is  to  be  hoped,  and  the  increased  confidence 
growing  out  of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
about  to  take  place,  warrants  the  conclusion,  that 
business  will  resume  its  accustomed  channels,  and 
taking  lessons  of  prudence  from  the  past,  our  citi- 
zens will  not  again  be  tempted  into  those  wild  ex- 
cesses which  have  W’ell  nigh  led  on  to  bankruptcy 
and  ruin,  and  the  prostration  of  public  and  private 
credit  and  confidence. 

Our  commonwealth'’ s resources,  iron,  coal,  fy c.  Our 
commonwealth  possesses  a fertile  soil,  and  unbound- 
ed agricultural  and  mineral  wealth.  We  have  with- 
in ourselves  almost  all  the  necessaries,  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life.  With  the  increase  of  intelli- 
gence and  means,  we  find  our  farmers  augmenting 
the  products  of  their  soil,  improving  their  stocks  of 
domestic  animals,  and  adding  to  the  neatness  of  their 
household  establishments.  No  one  can  pass  through 
our  commonwealth,  without  being  struck  with  the 
air  of  substantial  comfort,  and  increasing  prosperi- 
ty, which  pervades  the  agricultural  districts  of  the 
state. 

The  variety  and  extent  of  our  water  power,  give 
great  facilities  to  the  manufacture  of  our  grain  into 
bread  stuff,  and  for  every  other  branch  ot  manufac- 
ture, either  needed  for  the  supply  of  our  citizens,  or 
for  the  employment  of  their  capital. 

Had  Pennsylvania  already  reached  the  full  deve- 
lopment of  her  resources,  with  her  present  pecuni- 
ary responsibilities  weighing  her  down,  we  might 
well  contemplate  our  situation  with  trembling  solici- 
tude. But  this  is  not  the  case.  Throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  her  ample  territory,  there  is  scarce- 
ly a square  mile  which  does  not  abound  id  some  or  all 
of  the  great  staples  ofher  mineral  wealth.  Anthracite 
and  bituminous  coal,  iron,  marble  and  limestone, 
have  been  scattered  by  nature  with  a most  profuse 
hand,  and  have  been  hitherto  worked  barely  enough 
to  prove  with  what  prodigality  they  have  been  la- 
vished upon  us.  The  coal  field  of  our  commonwealth 
embraces  more  than  one-fifth  of  its  area,  and  more 
than  three  times  as  much  as  belongs  to  entire  Eu- 
rope. 

Connected  with  the  coal,  which  abounds  in  so 
large  a portion  of  the  commonwealth,  we  have  large 
supplies  of  iron  ore,  almost  in  immediate  contact 
with  it.  In  addition  thereto  we  have,  within  conve- 
nient distances,  almost  aH  the  other  varieties  of  iron 
ore  found  in  any  part  cf  the  wwld.  The  adapta- 
tion of  anthracite  coal  to  the  smelting  of  iron  ore 
has  been  followed  by  its  successful  and  profitable 
application  ill  the  further  stages  of  the  manufacture 
of  the  metal;  and  thatthe  same  results  will  speedily 
follow  from  the  application  of  bituminous  coal  may 
, be  looked  for  with  almost  absolute  certainty. 

While  the  iron  manufactured  with  charcoal,  will 
always  be  wanted  lor  the  finer  purposes,  and  the  de- 
mand for  it  increased  by  the  natural  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  country,  that  manufactured  from 
mineral  coal,  will  be  employed  in  the  construction 
oi  rail  roads,  and  for  innumerable  other  purposes. 

This  discovery  must  stand  as  a distinguished  era 
in  the  annals  of  onr  commonwealth.  It  cannot  fail 
to  add  millions  of  dollars  to  her  active  and  available 
capital;  and  will  ere  long  transfer  to  our  own  citi- 
zens, most  if  not  all  of  the  large  sums  that  are  now 
annually  sent  abroad  for  rail  road  iron,  and  other 
iron  manufactured  articles.  The  manufacture  of 
these  numerous  and  valuable  commodities  will  r.ot 
only  result  in  enriching  Pennsylvania,  but  will  cut 
off  a large  item  in  tiie  imports  of  this  country,  tend 
to  emancipate  us  from  European  dependence,  ena- 
ble our  sister  states  to  complete  their  rail  roads  at  a 
cheaper  and  better  rate,  and  strengthen  the  national 
union,  by  the  strongest  of  all  ties,  that  of  mutual  in- 
terest. 

Nor  is  there  in  Pennsylvania  a single  class  of  ci- 
tizens who  will  not  share  directly  in  the  advantages. 
The  owners  of  coal  and  iron  deposites,  and  those 
who  engage  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  these 


productions,  will  derive  the  first  benefit;  but  the  far- 
mer, tire  mechanic,  the  merchant,  and  every  other 
citizen,  will  feel  immediately  the  salutary  impulse 
which  will  be  communicated  to  his  own  peculiar 
business.  The  value  of  our  canals  and  rail  roads 
must  be  greatly  enhanced,  as  well  as  that  of  all  other 
species  of  property.  With  the  cheap  and  ready 
means  which  they  will  afford  for  the  transportation 
of  our  various  products  and  manufactures,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  trade  and  business  of  the  state 
must  extend  and  increase  with  unexampled  rapidity, 
and  by  prudence  and  good  management  be  perpe- 
tuated. 

Iu  this  gradual  and  certain  development  of  our  re- 
sources, may  be  found  abundant  means  to  liquidate 
our  public  debt,  and  to  discharge  every  olher  liabili- 
ty that  can  justly  be  cast  upon  the  state.  I confess 
it  affords  me  peculiar  gratification  to  advert  to  this 
topic,  for  it  shows  most  satisfactorily  that  though 
this  commonwealth  has  been  somewhat  in  advance 
of  the  time  in  extending  her  improvement  system  so 
widely  as  she  has  done,  the  people,  notwithstanding, 
are  destined  at  no  remote  period  to  realize,  most 
amply,  all  the  benefits  it  wa9  ever  expected  to  pro- 
duce. The  increase  of  our  manufactures  will  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  afford  additional  sources  of  em- 
ployment for  the  laborer,  and  furnish  increased  se- 
curity against  all  improper  combinations  for  the  re- 
duction of  wages. 

If  any  just  cause  of  apprehension  has  existed, 
from  the  attempts  in  large  manufacturing  establish- 
ments to  keep  their  operatives  in  subserviency  in 
matters  of  opinion  and  the  exercise  of  political 
rights,  let  the  evil  be  corrected  under  adequate  pe- 
nalties. Let  the  rearing  up  of  children  in  factories 
without  education  be  prohibited,  and  the  light  of 
learning  and  science  being  diffused,  as  well  among 
the  operatives  as  their  richer  employers,  the  danger 
of  this  influence  will  be  counteracted  by  shaking  off 
the  shackles  oi  ignorance  and  undue  dependence 
either  upon  the  information  or  the  will  of  others. — 
Then  instead  of  having  a class  of  human  beings  in  a 
state  of  vassalage,  we  would  rear  up  freemen  capa- 
ble of  thought  and  reflection,  and  of  putting  a pro- 
per estimate  on  that  spirit  of  independence  which 
influenced  our  forefathers  in  achieving  our  freedom, 
and  which  ought  ever  to  pervade  the  bosom  of  their 
descendants  to  the  latest  generation. 

Performing  as  Pennsylvania  has  always  done  in 
an  exemplary  manner,  her  duties  as  a member  of  tile 
great  federal  union,  of  which  she  has,  not  inaptly, 
been  denominated  the  “key  stone,”  we  must  never 
forget  the  duties  which  we,  as  her  immediate  func- 
tionaries, owe  to  her  own  interest,  and  the  necessity 
of  advancing  and  sustaining  them,  as  far  as  can  be 
done  without  interfering  with  her  duties  to  the  ge- 
neral government. 

On  the  part  of  the  legislature,  nothing  is  wanted 
but  a careful  supervision  of  her  various  interests,  to 
place  this  commonwealth  on  a firm  basis  of  pecuni- 
ary independence.  Whatever  course  other  states 
may  think  proper  to  pursue,  let  it  be  tiie  patriotic 
duty  of  Pennsylvania  to  sustain  and  cherish  every 
effort  to  develop  her  resources,  and  to  advance  her 
glory  and  renown.  Vindicate  her  character  for  in- 
tegrity— fulfil  all  her  engagements  faithfully — hus- 
band her  resources  with  economy,  but  not  with  a 
false  and  mistaken  spirit  of  parsimonious  illiberali- 
ty — and  the  fair  fame  ofPennsylvania  will  stand  be- 
fore the  world  without  spot  or  blemish  to  tarnish  it. 
To  maintain  this  fame  unsullied,  should  be  tiie  first 
and  most  unyielding  duty  of  every  citizen  honored 
with  any  station,  in  which  he  becomes  its  official 
guardian.  I should  deem  myself  unworthy  of  the 
office,  with  which  the  people  have  clothed  me,  if  I 
proved  recreant  to  this  high  trust. 

By  a judicious  system  of  laws,  corresponding  with 
the  habits  and  wants  of  our  people,  fostering  and 
encouraging  enterprise  and  industry,  and  enabling 
our  citizens  to  reap  the  full  reward  of  their  labor  and 
perseverance,  we  shall  fulfil  the  expectations  of  our 
constituents,  and  be  the  means  under  Divine  Provi- 
dence, of  perpetuating  the  blessings  which  have 
been  so  signally  showered  upon  us,  by  the  Author 
of  all  Good. 

Too  much  legislation.  The  experience  of  many 
years  fortifies  me  in  the  belief,  that  our  greatest  er- 
ror in  legislation,  is  that  of  legislating  too  much. — 
Our  legislatuies  have  been  holdingone  extra  session 
after  another,  and  that,  too,  in  times  of  profound 
peace,  and  when  the  calls  of  patriotism  are  imperi- 
ously made  on  every  public  functionary  to  diminish, 
as  far  as  in  him  lies,  tire  pecuniary  burthen  under 
which  tiie  state  has  been  laboring.  The  consequence 
has  been,  an  unparalleled  increase  in  the  legislative 
expenses  over  all  other  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. I can  recommend  no  more  certain  and  effec- 
tual retrenchment  in  this  matter,  than  short  ses- 
sions; still  let  the  conduct  of  every  department  of 
the  government  be  thorotigly  scrutinized,  and  let  no 
important  interest  of  the  people  be  neglected. 
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The  baneful  practice  of  converting  the  halls  of  le- 
gislation into  an  arena  for  the  display  of  political 
gladiators,  which  has  too  long  characterised  the  halls 
of  our  national  legislature,  is  a lamentable  departure 
from  the  course  pursued  by  the  band  of  patriots  who 
composed  “the  first  congress,”  and  whose  example, 
I hope,  for  the  honor  of  our  common  country,  has 
not  yet  been  wholly  forgotten  by  their  successors. — 
The  pernicious  tendency  of  this  practice  of  the  na- 
tional legislature,  will  not,  I trust,  be  extended  to 
the  legislatures  of  their  respective  states;  and  I am 
sure,  I need  scarcely  add,  I have  no  apprehensions 
of  its  reaching  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth. 
No  public  functionary  who  would  yield  to  its  influ- 
ence need  expect  to  retain  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  conclusion.  I shall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
views  on  several  subjects  contained  in  my  last  an- 
nual message.  That  message  being  the  first  which 
I had  the  honor  to  communicate  at  the  commence- 
ment ot  a session  of  the  legislature,  I went  more 
into  detail  on  the  various  topics  discussed  in  it,  than 
I supposed  would  be  again  necessary,  with  a view  to 
an  expression  of  opinion  on  them,  as  well  for  that 
occasion,  as  for  future  reference.  I therefore  refer 
you  to  it  for  my  recommendations  on  the  subject  of 
reform  of  the  banking  system,  &c. — the  importance 
of  connecting  and  completing  at  the  eailiest  day 
practicable,  the  disconnected  part  of  our  disjointed 
and  unfinished  system  of  internal  improvements — 
the  making  of  prompt  and  ample  provision  for  keep- 
ing the  public  improvements  in  repair — the  necessi- 
ty of  preserving  unimpaired,  the  credit  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  promptly  meeting  all  her  pecuniary 
engagements — the  necessary  care  and  caution  to  be 
exercised  in  creating,  renewing  and  supervising  cor- 
porations— the  subject  of  education,  and  as  connect- 
ed with  it,  that  of  procuring  competent  teachers  and 
school  books — the  subject  of  the  increase  of  writs  of 
error  and  appeals  in  the  supreme  court,  and  report- 
ing the  decisions  of  that  court — the  militia  system, 
the  encouragement  of  volunteers  and  the  reduction 
of  militia  training  to  one  day  in  the  year — the  eva- 
sion of  the  laws  relative  to  collateral  inheritance 
tax — and  the  revision  of  the  laws  relative  to  the  se- 
lecting and  drawing  of  jurors. 

It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
the  legislature,  in  these,  and  all  other  measures  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  common  good  of  our  beloved 
commonwealth.  DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  chamber,  January  6,  1841. 
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SENATE. 

January  19.  Mr.  Bayard,  senator  elect  from 
Delaware,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  made 
in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  16th  instant, 
calling  for  the  plan  of  the  secretary  in  relation  to 
the  permanent  change  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a resolution  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Illinois,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal 
of  the  sub-treasury,  and  against  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  presented  several  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Georgia;  one  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  Daniel  Hills  for  services  rendered  as  issuing 
commissary;  another  in  relation  to  depredations  on 
property  by  the  Creek  Indians;  also,  others  in  rela- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  several  mail  loutes. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  citizens  of  Baltimore,  ask- 
ing the  erection  of  a fortress  on  Soller’s  point  flats. 

By  Mr.  Huntingdon,  asking  confirmation  of  claims 
to  land  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  of  Superior. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Ruggles,  from  ship  owners  and  masters 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  that  a light  boat  be 
placed  at  Execution  Rocks. 

Mr.  Pierce,  on  leave  introduced  a bill  relating  to 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  district  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr.  White,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  provide 
for  claims  to  bounty  lands  for  military  services  dur- 
ing the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  engrossed  bill  to 
pay  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  for  the  services 
of  her  militia,  (which  was  laid  on  the  table  a few 
days  since),  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
house  making  temporary  provision  for  the  lunatics 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
restricts  the  expense  to  3,000.  The  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  moved  to  take  up,  as  the  unfinish- 
ed business  of  yesterday,  the  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  patent  office.  The  motion  pending 


being  Mr.  Calhoun's,  to  strike  out  the  $1,000  ap- 
propriated for  agricultural  statistics.  On  this  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  when  there 
appeared;  yeas  14,  nays  23.  The  bill  wa3  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed: 

A bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  surveys  of  the  lakes  and  lake  coast 
to  be  made. 

A bill  i egulating  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
port  of  Cayenne,  in  the  colony  of  French  Guiana, 
and  to  remit  certain  duties. 

A bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  two 
resolutions  were  submitted  by  him  a day  or  two  ago, 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  his  plan 
of  a permanent  tariff,  and  for  a mode  of  assessing 
the  value  of  goods  in  our  own  ports,  instead  of  those 
of  foreign  countries.  The  document  which  had 
been  read  in  the  senate  this  morning  was  in  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  it  was  an  important  matter,  and  if  the 
senate  thought  there  were  additional  copies  needed, 
he  would  move  for  an  extra  number,  say  1,000. 
He  had  not  seen  the  report  himself,  but  a friend  had 
informed  him  that  it  recommended  an  adherence  to 
(he  compromise  act,  acknowledged  the  deficit  in  the 
revenue,  and  recommended  that  it  be  supplied  by 
the  imposition  of  duties  onfree  articles.  Mr.  King 
thought  the  usual  number  would  be  sufficient;  and 
the  usual  number  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a permanent  pros- 
pective pre-emption  system,  when  Mr.  White  rose 
and  addressed  the  senate  until  a late  hour. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  mo- 
tion to  cede  the  public  lands,  &c.  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn. Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton.  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell.  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hubbard,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangurn,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Pierce, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Wright — 22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Crittenden  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  such  in- 
structions as  would  embody  the  two  principles,  pre- 
emption and  distribution;  when  there  appeared  for 
the  motion  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Knight,  Mangurn,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton.  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Potter,  Preston,  Robinson.  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Prentiss,  giving  to  every  head  of  a family 
over  21  years  of  age,  (on  lands  where  the  Indian 
title  is  extinguished),  who  should  be  in  possession 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act  and  the  four  months 
next  preceding,  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  one 
quarter  section  at  the  minimum  price. 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  being  also 
taken,  they  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangurn,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Ruggles,  Southard — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson.  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.  Smith,  of  In. 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wright,  Young 

Mr.  Huntington  said  there  were  other  amend 
rcents  yet  to  be  offered,  and  though  he  was  notdis- 
posed  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  senate,  yet,  it 
they  insisted  on  taking  the  question,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  go  on. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  hoped  not,  and  wished  the 
question  on  engrossment  taken. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Merrick's  motion, 
there  appeared  for  it  21,  against  it  19. 

So  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  20.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  state  department, 
sent  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  20th 
July  last. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  a law,  a statement  of  all  the  con- 
tracts made  by  that  department  during  the  year 
ISiO. 


Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasbry,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  introduced 
some  time  since  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  relative 
to  the  canal  lands  covered  by  Indian  reservations 
on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Smilh,  wa3  referred  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  ask 
the  printing  now,  as  the  communication  would  ne- 
cessarily be  printed  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented, and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  a number  of  citizens,  mer- 
chants and  others,  ol  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  durino-  the 
present  session.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  the  names  attached. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  citizens  of  New  York, 
merchants,  traders  and  others,  asking  that  no  bank- 
rupt law  may  be  passed  without  including  banks 
and  corporations.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  with  the  names  attached. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  reported  a bill,  without  amendment, 
relating  to  the  judicial  court3  of  New  Hampshire! 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  have  it  engrossed.  The  bill  wras 
then  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  temporary  pro- 
vision for  the  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  taken  up  on  its  passage,  when  it  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Wright,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Hender- 
son  and  Calhoun,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Tappan, 
Merrick,  King,  Lumpkin  and  Walker,  after  which 
the  question  was  taken  on  its  passage,  by  yeas  and 
nays  and  determined  in  the  affirmative/yeas  41 
nays  7.  ’ 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a third 

time  and  passed: 

The  bill  regulating  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  French  Guiana,  and 
for  the  remission  of  certain  duties. 

The  bill  to  authorise  thesecretary  of  the  treasury 
to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre.  1 

The  bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  surveys  of  the  lakes  and  lake  coasts 
to  be  made. 

The  bill  making  certain  appropriations  for  the 
patent  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  to  authorise, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  compound  with  the 
sureties  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collecter  at  New 
York,  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  bill  to  relinquish 
the  2 per  cent,  fund  to  the  state  of  Mississippi,  ac- 
cruing by  the  act  of  admission  of  said  state  into  the 
union,  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  the  prospective  pre-emption  bill, 
when  various  amendments  were  offered,  and  some’ 
adopted.  A debate  ensued  which  occupied  the 
senate  until  6 P.  M.  in  which  Messrs.  Huntington 
Clay,  of  Ky.  Mangurn,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Porter, ° Bu- 
chanan, Linn  and  others  participated,  when  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  following 
vote:  ° 


nan, Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  Kim' 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Porier,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con 
Smith,  of  In.  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan, ’Walker 
Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young-30.  ’ 
NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ken.  Clayton 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hunlington,  Kerr,  Knwht’ 
Mangurn,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston.  Roane’ 
Ruggles,  Southard — 17.  ’ 

And  then  tile  senate  adjourned. 

January  21.  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates,  senator  elect  from 
Massachusetts,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Davis,  resigned- 
which  being  read,  xMr.  Bales  was  duly  qualified  and 
took  his  seat. 

Memorials  and  petitions  W’ere  presented  by 
Messrs  Porier,  Pierce,  Sturgeon,  Mangurn  and  Tall- 
madge. 


Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  charter  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  city  of  Alexandria;  which  was 
on  motion  of  Mr.  M.  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 


Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  from  the  house,  authorising  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  schooner  L’Amistad,  without  .amend- 
ment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a bill  to  abolish 
the  port  of  delivery  at  Currituck  inlet  and  the  office 
of  surveyor  of  the  customs. 
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Mr.  K.  said  that  it  was  important  this  bill  should 
be  acted  on  at  once;  the  committee  had  ascertained 
that  there  was  no  business  to  justify  the  continu- 
ance of  the  office;  and  inasmuch  as  nominations 
were  then  pending  for  the  place  in  question,  he 
would  move  that  the  bill  be  taken  up,  which  mo- 
tion was  acquiesced  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

The  special  order  was  then  taken  up,  being  the 
prospective  pre-emption  bill,  on  its  third  reading, 
when  Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  postpone  its  further 
discussion  until  Monday  next,  and  gave  his  reasons 
at  length. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Clay  and  Ben- 
ion,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Crittenden  then  renewed  his  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  instructions  to  so  amend  as  to 
embody  the  two  principles  of  pre-emption  and  dis- 
tribution. 

On  this  motion  a long  and  animated  debate  ensu- 
ed which  occupied  the  senate  until  sun-down — 
Messrs.  Crittenden,  Wright,  Webster,  Benton  and 
others,  participating. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  22.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  war  department, 
sent  in  compliance  with  a resolution  calling  for  the 
number  and  kind  of  troops  stationed  on  the  western 
frontier. 

Also,  from  the  same,  showing  the  number  of 
clerks,  the  time  employed,  and  the  compensation 
paid  to  each. 

Also,  from  the  same,  showing  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  1840. 

Also,  from  the  navy  department,  showing  the 
contracts  entered  into  by  that  department  for  the 
year  1840. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented  a petition  for  a bank- 
rupt law. 

A bill  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  in  the  territories  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  certain  cases,  was  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A number  of  relief  and  local  bills  were  also  con- 
sidered in  committee,  and  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for  the  permanent 
and  prospective  pre-emption  system;  when  Mr. 
Buchanan  rose,  and  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Crittenden 
of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Crittenden  followed  in  reply. 

Mr.  Calhoun  occupied  the  senate  for  a moment, 
but  gave  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  23.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Webster,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of 
the  west  and  south  west,  asking  the  passage  of  a 
uniform  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Dixon,  from  owners,  masters  and  others 
engaged  in  steam  navigation,  asking  a modification 
of  the  law  of  1838  in  relation  to  steamboats. 

By  Mr.  W/dle,  a joint  resolution  from  the  legisla- 
ture of  Indiana,  asking  that  the  eligibility  of  the 
executive  be  limited  to  one  term. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  underwriters  and  others, 
against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of  1337. 

Also,  from  a large  number  of  citizens  of  New 
York,  asking  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  two  memorials  which  in  their  general  fea- 
tures pray  that  no  bankrupt  law  may  be  passed 
without  banks  and  incorporated  trading  companies 
be  included. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  for  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  had  received  from  the  war 
department  the  report  of  Dr.  King,  the  agent  of  the 
United  States  for  the  lead  mines.  This  was  a re- 
port of  great  research  and  uncommon  ability.  It 
related  to  the  manner  of  disposing  of  our  mineral 
lands,  and  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  mineral  region.  This  subject  had  heretofore 
been  referred  by  the  senate  to  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  and  he  had  reported  a bill  for  the  sale 
of  these  lands,  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
the  senate.  The  subject  was  one  of  the  greatest 
interest.  The  mineral  region  of  Missouri  and  of 
the  northwest  was  already  ascertained  to  exceed 
the  entire  area  of  the  great  state  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  by  the  more  recent  explorations  of  those  most 
talented  geologists,  Dr.  Owen  and  col.  Niccolet, 
(in  addition  to  those  of  Dr.  King),  this  mineral  re- 
gion was  believed  to  exceed  the  superficies  of  the 
two  largest  states  of  the.  union.  It  was  the  most 
fertile  in  soil,  as  well  as  the  richest  and  most  exten- 
sive mineral  region  in  the  world.  Among  other 
valuable  minerals  in  this  great  region  were  iron, 
lead,  copper  and  zinc.  In  lead,  the  quantity  pro- 
duced had  augmented  from  335,000  pounds  in  1823 
to  33,000,000  pounds  in  1839,  worth,  at  New  York, 
$1,500,000.  We  had  thus  risen,  in  less  than  a 


quarter  of  a century,  from  nothing  to  the  third  on 
the  list  of  nations  which  produced  lead;  and  at  the 
same  ratio  of  augmentation  we  should,  in  twenty 
years,  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list,  when,  it  was 
hoped,  we  might,  as  we  now  do,  not  only  supply 
our  own  market,  but  that  lead  would  become  a large 
article  for  export.  As  to  copper,  the  importance 
was  still  greater.  Our  imports  of  copper  in  1839 
amounted  to  within  a small  fraction  of  $2,000,000. 
When  we  considered  copper,  not  only  as  a coin  for 
smali  change,  but  its  many  valuable  uses  in  manu- 
factures, the  importance  of  the  subject  would  be 
perceived.  To  specify  no  others,  the  amount  of 
copper  used  in  boilers  on  steam  cars,  and  for  steam- 
boats on  the  lakes,  rivers  and  ocean,  was  very  great, 
and  increasing  every  day;  and  transportation  by 
steam  on  the  land,  and  navigation  by  steam  on  the 
water,  to  a great  extent,  depended  on  the  use  of  this 
valuable  mineral.  As  connected  with  steam  vessels 
for  the  navy,  the  subject  was  one  of  the  highest  na- 
tional importance,  connected  intimately  with  the 
honor  and  defence  of  the  country.  The  copper  re- 
gion of  the  United  Stales  was  richer  and  more  ex- 
tensive than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The 
mining  and  smelting  of  this  mineral  in  our  country 
had  but  recently  commenced,  but  under  such  cir- 
cumstances a3  to  promise  the  most  auspicious  re- 
sults. The  development  of  our  mineral  resources 
in  this  whole  great  region  depended  chiefly  on  im- 
provements— first,  in  mining,  second,  in  smelting, 
and  third,  in  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the  mineral 
lands;  and  it  was  to  this  last  subject  that  he  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate,  and  upon  which 
much  depended,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be  fi- 
nally adjusted  at  the  next  session  after  full  and  ma- 
ture deliberation  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  only  at 
present  move  the  printing  of  this  valuable  report, 
and  of  five  hundred  additional  copies  for  the  use  of 
the  senate. 

Mr.  Linn  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  the 
introduction  of  the  document.  It  was  certainly  a 
matter  of  vast  importance  to  the  country  generally 
to  have  the  mineral  lands  disposed  of,  and  the  soon- 
er it  was  effected  the  better.  So  long  as  these  lands 
remained  the  property  of  the  government,  little 
would  be  realized  from  them.  He  considered  it  the 
worst  policy  in  the  world  for  the  government  to 
hold  on  for  the  mere  purpose  of  obtaining  a trifling 
rent.  If  they  were  put  up  for  sale,  individual  en- 
terprise and  capital  would  go  to  work  in  developing 
the  mighty  resources  of  the  west.  The  people  of 
(he  eastern  and  middle  sections  of  this  country  did 
not  appear  to  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  great 
magnitude  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  west.  Why 
(said  Mr.  L.)  the  mineral  region  of  copper,  lead, 
zinc,  manganese,  &c.  extends  from  Lake  Superior 
until  it  falls  off  into  the  lower  altitudes  of  a portion 
of  the  states  of  Illinois,  Missouri  and  the  territories 
of  Wiskonsin  and  Iowa,  where  the  vast  coalfields 
and  salt  formations  commence  from  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  to  the  foot  of  the  spurs  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, where  you  again  ascend  from  this  great  basin 
into  the  Ozark  chain  of  hills.  It  again  commences 
on  the  borders  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri, 
taking  a southwestern  direction,  enabling  you  to 
trace  the  chain  through  the  country  of  the  Keo- 
ways,  and  a portion  of  the  country  occupied  by  the 
wandering  Cu  nanches,  where  it  unites  with  the 
mountains  bordering  on  the  Rio  del  Norte. — 
Throughout  this  vast  extent  are  scattered  mineral 
wealth,  inexhaustible  in  quantity,  whole  mountains 
of  iron  ore,  &c.  At  this  time,  England  is  the 
greatest  lead  country  in  the  world,  producing  annu- 
ally 100,000,000  pounds,  while  the  rest  of  Europe 
did  not  produce  more  than  50,000,000.  In  seven- 
teen years  the  United  States  had  raised  from 
6,000,000  to  30,000,000.  What,  with  such  bound- 
less resources,  might  not  be  anticipated  in  seven- 
teen more?  He  left  for  those  to  answer  who  could 
form  a proper  estimate  of  the  region  of  country. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  would  at  the  next  session 
most  cheerfully  co-operate  with  his  friend,  the  se- 
nator from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Linn),  in  devising  a 
system  tor  the  sale  of  the  mineral  lands;  and  he 
fully  concurred  with  that  senator  in  the  opinion 
that  these  lands  should  be  sold,  and  not  leased,  and 
that  in  the  sale  the  development  of  the  mineral 
region  was  vastly  more  important  than  the  re- 
venue from  the  sales,  for,  as  to  leasing,  the  nett  re- 
venue was  little  or  nothing.  The  lands  must  be  in 
the  hands,  not  of  lessees,  but  of  proprietors,  in  or- 
der to  augment  the  amount  of  mineral.  In  the 
hands  of  lessees,  we  should  have  little  more  than 
those  scrapings  of  the  surface  of  the  soil,  called 
diggings,  which  had  so  extensively  prevailed  in  this 
region,  the  power  of  steam,  and  of  the  accompany- 
ing and  improved  machinery,  never  having  been 
employed  here  (as  Mr.  W.  believed)  but  in  a sin- 
gle instance. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  military 
a ft  airs,  reported  a joint  resolution  authorising  sets 
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of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  to  be  fur- 
nished to  the  war  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  communi- 
cate to  the  senate  a statement  of  the  cost  of  building, 
in  materials  and  labor  respectively,  of  the  ships  of  the 
line  Columbus,  Ohio,  Delev.are  and  North  Carolina; 
the  frigates  United  Stales,  Constitution,  Potomac  and 
Brandywine;  the  sioops  of  war  John  Adams,  Boston, 
Lexington,  Vincennes,  Warren,  Natchez,  Falmouth, 
Fairfield,  Vandalia,  St.  Louis  and  Concord;  the  brigs 
Porpoise,  Dolphin,  Pioneer  an'd  Consort;  the  schoon- 
ers Grampus.  Shark,  Enterprise  and  Boxer;  and  the 
steam  ship  Fulton;  and  the  periods  at  which  those 
vessels  were  respectively  built.  Also,  the  number  of 
times  each  of  those  vessels  has  been  repaired,  where 
so  repaired,  and  the  cost  of  repairing  each,  both  in 
materials  and  labor.  Also,  the  first  cost  of  the  schoon- 
ers Pilot  and  Active,  the  cost  of  repairs  of  the  same, 
and  the  sums  for  which  the  said  schooners  were  sold. 
Also,  the  cost  of  the  several  navy  and  dock  yards,  in- 
cluding the  sites,  the  cost  of  the  buildings  and  fix- 
tures at  each,  and  the  repairs  of  the  same. 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  Friday  were 
severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for  the  permanent 
prospective  pre-emption  system;  when  Mr.  Cal- 
houn rose  and  addressed  the  senate.  Mr.  Webster 
followed  in  reply;  when  Mr.  Allen  obtained  the 
floor,  but,  after  a few  remarks,  gave  way  for  a mo- 
tion to  adjourn.  And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  25.  Mr.  Preston  presented  a resolution 
from  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina,  remonstrat- 
ing against  a national  bank  and  a protective  tariff — 
and  approving  the  views  of  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  reading  of  it 
by  Messrs.  King  and  Preston — it  was  read — and 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  ofKy.  presented  resolutions  of  that  state 
—one  branch  of  which  had  passed  them  unanimous- 
ly, and  the  other  with  only  four  opposing  votes — in 
favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands — which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  were  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  presented  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  from  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  Louisville,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bankrupt  law,  not  confined  to  prospec- 
tive operation. 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that  the  memorial  did  not  coin- 
cide with  his  views,  as  the  main  virtue  of  such  a 
law  was  in  its  retrospective  operation. 

By  Mr.  Webster,  from  merchants  and  marines 
and  representatives  of  deceased  merchants  and  ma- 
rines, praying  for  indemnity  of  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  from  the  legislature  of 
Alabama,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a law  to  in- 
demnify for  French  spoliation,  prior  to  1800. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  citizens  of  Baltimore,  ask- 
ing the  erection  of  a fortress  at  Boiler’s  point  flats. 
Also,  of  citizens  of  Georgetown,  that  the  petition  in 
relation  to  retrocession  of  Maryland  be  removed 
from  the  files  of  the  senate  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King  called  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  (Mr. 
Merrick),  to  a memorial  in  relation  to  the  charter 
of  the  banks  of  the  District — a report  on  which  he 
had  long  waited  for. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  a report  had  been  partially 
made  out — but  had  been  deferred  for  a full  meeting 
of  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  of  citizens  of  New  Yoik — re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law 
the  present  session. 

Aiso,  from  manufacturers  and  citizens  of  New 
York,  praying  that  banks  and  trading  corporations 
be  subjected  to  compulsory  process  of  any  laws 
that  might  be  passed. 

Also,  of  mechanics,  butchers  and  others,  ask- 
ing to  be  included  in  the  privileges  of  a bankrupt 
law. 

Also,  from  the  Temperance  society  of  New 
York,  asking  the  spirit  ration  to  be  abolished  from 
the  navy. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
a bankrupt  law  not  including  banks  and  trading 
corporations  in  its  provisions. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  from  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  the 
same  petition. 

By  Mr.  King,  from  the  legislature  of  Alabama, 
relative  to  the  removal  of  a land  office  in  that  state. 

Also,  from  the  same  legislature,  asking  reim- 
bursement for  advances  made  to  aid  the  Creek  war 

By  Mr.  Benton,  a document  from  the  chief  engi- 
neer on  the  subject  of  meeting  a company  of  sappers 
and  miners. 
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By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce, of  N.  Orleans,  praying  for  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Benlon  reported  a resolution  to  take  mea- 
sures to  settle  and  quiet  the  titles  of  claimants  to 
the  Pea  Patch. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  special  order,  being  the  prospective 
pre  emption  bill. 

On  which  Mr.  Men,  of  Ohio,  spoke  at  length. 

After  which  Mr.  Mangum  took  the  floor:  but 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wall,  the  senate  proceeded  to  a short  executive 
session.  And  then  adjourned. 

January  Hi.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented,  and  appropriately  relerred: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  two  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Randolph  county,  Indiana,  male  and  fe- 
male, numerously  signed,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  Hayti,  and  also  in 
relation  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  so  as  to  provide  for  the  security  of 
people  of  color  in  the  free  states,  and  to  make  the 
free  men  the  sole  basis  of  representation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  motion  to  receive 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  a memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  respectfully  asking  leave  to  protest 
against  the  passage,  in  its  present  shape,  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  senate,  entitled  “a  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Washington.” 

Mr.  M.  said  this  memorial  was  signed  by  near 
800  inhabitants  of  Washington,  all  residents,  and 
all  American  citizens,  without  regard  to  party  dis- 
tinctions, and  of  all  classes;  the  subject  was  then 
before  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  which  he  would  move  the  reference  of  this,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  D.  W.  Prescott,  stating 
the  destruction  of  goods  by  fire  on  which  a portion 
of  the  duty  had  been  paid  and  bonds  given  for  the 
remainder,  asking  that  the  duties  paid  might  be  re- 
funded. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Prince  George’s  county,  Maryland,  representing  a 
portion  of  the  tobacco  planting  interest,  asking  the 
adoption  ot  measures  by  the  general  government 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  their  staple  from 
the  grievous  burdens  imposed  on  it  by  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  M.  spoke  at  some  length,  showing  from 
documents  the  burdens  borne  by  this  staple,  and  the 
inequality  that  prevailed  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  M.  also  at 
some  length,  expressing  his  surprise  that,  at  the 
present  enlighted  age  of  political  science,  any  pro- 
position for  retaliating  duties  should  be  counte- 
nanced, and  denying  that  such  a course  would  be 
productive  of  the  results  supposed. 

Mr  .Merrick  rose  to  reply,  when  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  said  the  hour  for  the  special  order  had 
arrived,  and  that  the  discussion  could  be  continued 
in  the  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims 
to  reservations  of  land  under  the  treaty  of  1830 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,”  was  called  up. 

Mr.  L.  said  this  bill  had  been  passed  at  the  last 
session,  but  was  lost  in  the  house  for  want  of  time. 
Some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  thought  it  would  re- 
quire some  change  of  phraseology;  it  was  imma- 
terial to  him  what  change  was  made,  so  as  the  ob- 
ject of  the  treaty  would  be  accomplished.  He  de- 
sired to  have  the  bill  as  perfect  as  possible,  keep- 
ing in  view  the  time  that  would  be  required  to 
secure  action  upon  it  in  the  other  body. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  commit  the  bill,  which 
was  agieed  to. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  prospective  pre- 
emption bill.  When  Mr.  Mangum  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  senate  at  considerable  length  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Benlon  followed,  also  at  length,  and  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  replied  exclusively  to  Mr.  Benlon.  And  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  19.  By  common  consent  the  fol- 
lowing senate  bills,  which  was  lying  on  the  speak- 
er’s table,  were  read  the  first  and  second  time  and 
referred  to  committees,  viz: 

To  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for 
lands  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river 
and  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  noilh  latitude;  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

Supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  en- 
courage the  introduction  and  promote  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tropical  plants,”  approved  7th  July,  1838; 
to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 


Mr.  Mallory,  of  Va.  obtained  consent  to  move  the  i 
following  resolution;  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  Tnnt  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
furnish  this  house  with  a comparative  view  of  the  aver- 
age cost  of  the  army  proper,  for  each  individual,  taking 
the  aggregate  of  the  officers,  professors  of  the  military 
academy,  cadets  and  enlisted  men  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales  for  the  years  1837, 1S33,  1839  and  1S40; 
for  subsistence  to  soldiers,  clothing,  quartermasters’  and 
medical  stores,  and  other  articles  embraced  under 
the  general  character  of  supplies  for  the  army,  not  fixed 
by  law;  adopting  as  the  plan  of  his  report  a communi- 
cation to  the  house  of  representatives  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  of  Marcii  5, 1822. 

Mr.  Reynolds  asked  leave  lo  submit  a motion  to 
change  the  hour  for  the  daily  meeting  of  the  house 
to  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Objection  was  made;  when  Mr.  Reynolds  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  house  then,  in  further  execution  of  the  spe- 
cial order,  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  issue  of  an  additional  amount  of  five 
millions  of  treasury  notes.  Mr.  Adams  was  called 
to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  to  be  excused  from  taking  the 
chair  of  the  committee,  because  he  expected  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  hall  in  the  course 
of  the  day  on  business. 

Mr.  Casey  was  then  called  to  preside  in  the  chair 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barnard  resumed  his  argument  from  yester- 
day, and  continued  to  address  the  committee  until 
half  past  one  o’clock. 

Mr.  B.  closed  his  remarks  by  modifying  his  mo- 
tion of  yesterday  so  as  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill — giving  notice  that,  if  the  motion 
prevailed,  and  a report  to  that  effect  should  be  made 
to  the  house,  he  would  then  offer  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
state  of  the  union  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  in  relation  to  treasury  notes,  and 
that  the  subject  of  making  provision  for  the  wants  of 
the  treasury  be  relerred  back  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions — 

First.  To  bring  in  a bill  authorising  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  lo  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  on  the 
credit  of  the  government,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  scrip 
therefor. 

Second.  To  bring  in  a bill  imposing  duties  for  addi- 
tional revenue  on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spices  and  other 
articles,  being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States; 
but  in  such  manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  princi- 
ples, policy  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  March,  1833,  com- 
monly called  “the  compromise  act.’’ 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  followed  at  some  length, 
in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  yesterday  from  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Ya.  who  had  introduced  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bell,  having  obtained  the  floor,  gave  way  to 
a motion  that  the  committee  rise;  which  prevailing, 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Lincoln  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house  whether  the  patents  for 
lands,  which  have  issued  from  the  office  ol  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  since  the  passing 
of  the  act  of  the  25ih  April,  1812,  entitled  “an  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a general  land.officein  the  depart- 
ment of  the  treasury,’’  have  in  all  cases,  in  satisfaction 
of  military  land  warrants,  or  otherwise,  been  issued  in 
conformity  with  the  requisitions  in  the  St h section  of 
said  act,  “in  the  name  of  the  United  States,”  and  been 
"countersigned  by  the  commissioner  of  said  office;” 
and  if  these  requirements  have  been  omitted  or  depart- 
ed from,  in  what  particulars,  at  what  time,  and  under 
what  authority  the  omission  or  variance  has  been  oc- 
casioned; and  that  he  transmit,  with  his  answer,  an 
exemplified  copy  of  the  form  of  patents  which  are  now 
issued  from  said  office,  with  the  manner  of  their  au- 
thentication, 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  that  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  differences  between  the  public 
printer  and  the  clerk  of  the  house  be  recommitted 
to  the  same  committee  by  which  it  was  made,  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error  which  he  said  he 
had  observed  in  it.  The  report  was  recommitted. 

Mr.  Slanly  submitted  sundry  amendments  which 
he  intends,  at  a proper  time,  to  propose  to  the  bill 
providing  for  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  treasury 
notes,  and  which,  at  his  request,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Atherton  presented  a memorial  of  John  Ha- 
ven and  181  other  citizens  of  New  Hampshire  in 
favor  of  a general  bankrupt  system;  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Hoffman  presented  a number  of  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  favor  of  a ge- 
neral bankrupt  law;  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Also,  a memorial  of  the  Philanthropic  Law  Re- 
form association  of  the  city  of  New  York;  also  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 


Also,  a memorial  of  Jacob  M.  Van  Winkle  and 
John  Randall  for  relief  on  account  of  goods  destroy- 
ed by  fire  in  the  public  stores  in  New  York;  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
Wednesday,  Jan.  20.  Several  petitions  were,  by 
consent,  presented  and  referred  to  appropriate  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Peck  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution 
which  he  sent,  to  the  clerk’s  table,  where  it  was’ 
read  for  information,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  the  number  of  treaties  and  amend- 
ed treaties  held  and  concluded  with,  or  proposed  to 
the  New  York  Indians,  or  any  other  portion  of  them’ 
since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  and  to  which  the’ 
United  States  were  a party;  and  the  place  where  such 
treaties  and  amended  treaties  were  negotiated  and  con- 
cluded respectively;  and  when,  and  "the  name  of  the 
person  or  persons  representing  the  United  Slates  there- 
in. And,  also,  the  names  of  all  other  persons,  if  any 
who  now  are,  or  at  any  time  have  been,  a party  to  or 
interested  in,  said  treaties  or  amended  treaties,  or  a’ny 
of  them:  together  with  a detailed  account  of  all  expen- 
ditures, whether  in  money  or  otherwise,  connected 
therewith,  specifying,  particularly,  the  several  items  of 
such  expenditures,  and  by  whom,  and  to  whom  and 
when  the  same  were  made,  and  on  what  account  re 
speclively,  and  whether  the  Ogden  Land  company  or 
any  member  or  agent  of  said  company,  have  defrayed 
or  at  any  time  did  agree  to  defray,  any  portion  of  /uch’ 
expenditures;  and,  if  so,  what  portion,  and  when  and 
to  whom.  And  that  the  secretary  of  war  also  commu- 
nicate to  this  house  copies  of  all  contracts  or  a^ree 
ments  between  the  United  States  and  said  Land  com- 
pany, or  any  member  thereof,  and  in  any  manner  con- 
nected with,  or  relating  to  said  treaties,  or  amended  trea 
ties,  or  any  portion  of  them.  And  that  he  also  communi- 
cate to  this  house  copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  said  secretary  or  any  other  officer  or  a<mnt  of  the 
Untied  States,  and  the  said  Land  company  or  any 
member,  attorney,  or  agent  thereof,  in  relation  to  said 
treaties,  or  amended  treaties,  or  any  of  them  or-  in 
relation  to  the  aforesaid  expenditures,  or  any  portion 
thereof.  ^ 

Several  members  objected  fo  fhe  introduction  of 
the  resolution.  When  Mr.  Peck  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule;  and  the  question  was  put  and  negatived 
The  house  then,  in  further  execution  of  The  spe- 
cial order,  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  issue  of  an  additional  amount  of  five" 
millions  of  treasury  notes,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair) 
Mr.  Bell  rose  and  addressed  the  committee  at 
great  length  on  the  subject  of  the  finances  and 
the  condition  ol  the  treasury,  present  and  prospec- 


obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to  a motion  that  the 
committee  rise,  which  motion  having  prevailed— the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

After  the  house  came  out  of  committee  of  the 
whole,  sundry  petitions  and  papers  were  presented 
and  referred.  1 


Mr.  Bell  submitted  to  the  house  the  following 
communication  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs: 


o Ol  . \ OUII  IO,  lO-iJL. 

Sir:  Strong  representation*  having  been  made  to 
me  that  a deputation  of  Seminoles  and  Creeks  from 
Arkansas  might  induce  their  brethren  in  Florida  to 
laydown  their  aims,  and  emigrate  to  (he  western 
territory,  captains  Armstrong  and  Page  were  autho- 
rised, on  the  29th  day  of  May  last!  fo  select  and 
carry  with  them  to  Florida,  a delegation  for  the  pur- 
pose mentioned  The  latter,  with  twelve  clmser. 
individuals,  has  been  in  Florida  for  some  time  and 
it  is  my  determination  they  shall  remain  so  Ion-  as 
there  is  the  least  probability  of  success  ° 

There  are  no  means  at  (he  disposafof  the  depart- 
ment to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  this  effort 
at  pacification.  I have  lately  been  advised  that 
some  influential  individuals  in  or  near  St  Au-us 
tine  might  be  usefully  employed  to  (he  same  end 
and  nave  to  request  an  appropriation  of  $15  000  to 
meet  the  expenses  that  will  be  necessarily  incurred 
Very  repectfully,  &c.  J.  R.  POINTSETT 
Hon.  John  Bell,  chairman  com.  on  Indian  affairs. 
Estimate  of  funds  required  to  cover  expenses  attend- 
ing the  mission  of  major  Wm  Armstrong  and  capt 
J.  Page  to  Florida,  under  instructions  from  the  de- 
partment. J 

For  expenses  of  twelve  chiefs  of  fhe  Seminole 
Indians  going  to  Florida,  from  the  western  territorv 
and  returning  $i.8oo 

.Expenses  while  in  Florida,  2 500 

Pay  of  six  other  influential  persons  for 
two  months,  g ooo 

Expenses  of  maj.  Armstrong  and  captain 
Page  while  engaged,  2,700 

Contingent  and  incidental  expenses,  6,000 


$15,000 


§50 
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These  papers  were  referred  back  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs  for  the  action  of  that  committee 
thereon. 

While  the  house  was  in  committee  of  the  whole 
to-day,  a message  was  received  from  the  president, 
accompanied  with  a large  bundle  of  documents.  It 
was  not  read,  but  was  understood  to  relate  to  the 
troubles  in  China,  and  is  in  answer  to  a call  here- 
tofore moved  in  the  house.  And  the  house  adjourn- 
ed till  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Jun.  21.  Mr.  Barnard  asked  leave  to 
call  up  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  several 
days  ago  upon  the  subject  of  the  finances  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  government.  It  was  objected  to. 

Several  gentlemen  asked  leave  to  present  peti- 
tions; when  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Carr,  the 
house,  by  unanimous  consent,  agreed  to  devote  one 
hour  to  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

Petitions  were  then  presented  as  follows: 

Ey  Mr.  Burke,  of  Alden  Patridge,  president  of 
the  Norwich  university  of  Vermont,  praying  that 
young  men  educated  at  military  schools  other  than 
that  at  West  Point,  may  be  placed  on  a looting  with 
those  educated  at  West  Point  in  appointments  in 
the  army. 

Also,  another  petition  of  Alden  Patridge  in  favor 
of  a general  national  system  of  education. 

Also,  of  R.  Kellogg,  and  others  of  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  and  of  G.  H.  Gibson  and 
others,  of  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts,  for  a 
general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  of  the  Medical  society  and  board  of  health 
of  Washington,  for  an  insane  asylum.  j 

Ey  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  citizens  of  Boylston,  in  Mass/ 
against  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a slave  state  in- 
to the  union.  j j 

Also,  for  a repeal  of  the  rule  of  the  house  against 
the  reception  of  abolition  memorials. 

Also,  to  recognise  the  independence  ofKzyti.  / 

By  Mr.  Mams,  of  officers  and  members  of /t(5e 
American  Peace  society,  in  favor  of  a congress/of 
nations,  so  as  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  woild. 

Also,  of  citizens  of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing congress  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
said  to  have  been  recently  made  with  the  Seneca 
Indians  of  New  York,  for  their  emigration  to  the 
west. 

Mr.  Adams  also  presented  a petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Alleghany  county,  Penn  containing  three 
prayers:  1st,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  2d,  to  prohibit  the  international  slave 
trade;  and  3d,  against  the  admission  of  any  state 
into  the  union  whose  constitution  tolerates  slavery. 
Mr.  Adams  moved  the  reference  of  this  petiion  to 
a select  committee.  The  last  part  of  the  petition 
only,  the  speaker  stated,  could  be  received;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Connor,  that  part  of  the  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  also  presented  a similar  petition  of 
citizens  of  Perrenton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Warren  moved 
that  so  much  of  it  as  was  received  lie  on  the  table. 

Some  remarks  were  made  on  the  subject;  when 
Mr.  Black  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  laying  on 
the  table  that  part  of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Al- 
leghany county,  Pa.  which  prays  that  no  new  state, 
whose  constitution  may  tolerate  slavery,  be  admit- 
ted into  the  union,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  stated,  of 
moving  that  the  petition  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  if  Mr.  Black  voted  in  the 
affirmative  on  the  vote  he  proposed  to  reconsider. 
Mr.  Black  said  that  there  had  been  no  audible  vote 
on  the  question;  that  he  had  not  responded  ay  or  no. 

The  speaker  said  if  he  did  not  vote  he  could  not 
make  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr. then  made  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  a question  of  order,  viz:  that/ 
there  was  no  part  of  tile  petition  but  what  came 
within  the  exclusion  of  the  rule  ol  the  house.  Mr.W. 
then  read  the  several  points  of  the  petition,  which 
we  have  before  given. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  rule  did  not  operate  up- 
on that  part  of  the  petition  which  prayed  that  no 
new  state  should  be  admitted  into  the  union  whose 
constitution  should  tolerate  slavery. 

After  remarks  from  several  gentlemen,  the  ques- 
tion was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
there  appeared,  ayes  103,  noes  51. 

The  speaker  then  stated  that  the  question  again 
recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  part  of  the  peti- 
tion on  the  table  which  had  been  received;  when 
Mr.  Connor  withdrew  that  motion. 

Mr.  Black  then  moved  that  the  entire  petition  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Wise  objected  to  this  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  no  motion  could  be  made  as  to  the  entire  peti- 
tion, as  the  entire  petition  had  not  been  received; 
that,  under  the  rule,  the  chair  had  already  decided 
against  the  reception  of  certain  parts  of  the  petition; 
consequently,  that  no  motion  could  apply  to  those 
parts  which  were  not  before  the  house,  and  that 


Mr.  Black  ought  to  confine  his  motion  to  reject,  to 
that  part  of  the  petition  which  had  been  received. 

The  speaker  sustained  the  position  assumed  by 
Mr.  Wise,  and  decided  that  the  motion  to  reject  the 
entire  petition  did  not  lie. 

The  question  then  came  up  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Adams  when  he  presented  the  petition, 
that  it  be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Black  here  said  that  he  would  make  a ques- 
tion of  order;  which  was,  that  if  the  chair  decided 
that,  under  the  rule,  any  portion  of  this  petition 
could  be  received,  be  would  appeal. 

The  chair  said  that  lie  had  already  decided  that 
so  much  of  the  petition  as  prays  that  no  new  state 
may  be  admitted  into  the  union,  the  constitution  of 
which  may  tolerate  slavery,  did  not  come  within  the 
prohibition  of  the  rule,  and  that,  therefore,  that 
part  of  the  petition  has  been  received. 

Mr.  Black.  From  this  I appeal. 

The  chair  stated  the  question  on  this  appeal,  and 
after  some  remarks  from  several  gentlemen,  the 
hour  set  aside,  by  unanimous  consent,  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions,  expired,  and  the  orders  of 
the  day  were  called  for. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  i.e.  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
issue  of  an  additional  five  millions  of  treasury  notes. 
Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  was  called  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  committee  for  an  hour  and  three 
quarters.  Mr.  T.  having  concluded,  the  chairman 
gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Rhett,  who  had  not  proceeded 
Jar  before  he  gave  way  to  a motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  prevailed,  and  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  22.  Mr.  Black  moved  that  the  rules 
of  the  house  be  suspended  during  the  morning 
hour  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  appeal 
taken  by  him  yesterday  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair  in  relation  to  the  reception  of  a petition  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered.  And  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  considera- 
tion of  the  special  order,  (i.  e.  the  treasury  note 
bill). 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  special  order  be  postponed  until  Monday, 
with  a view  to  pioceed  to  the  consideration  ot  pri- 
vate business,  (this  day  being  set  apart  by  the 
rules  for  that  purpose). 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  could  make  that 
motion  after  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Va. 
(Mr.  Jones),  had  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Russell  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo 
tion  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  104,  nays  70. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  again  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  authorise  the 
issue  of  an  additional  sum  of  five  millions  in  treasu- 
ry notes.  Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  was  called  to  pre- 
side over  the  deliberations  of  the  committee. 

Mr  Rhett  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
commenced  yesterday,  when  the  floor  was  given  to 
Mr.  Nisbet,  of  Georgia,  who  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhett,  for  an  hour  and  a half, 
and  having  concluded,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Miss,  ob- 
tained the  floor.  * 

Whereupon,  (on  motion),  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Everetl  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  different 
articles  imported  which  are  now  subject  to  duty  at  a 
less  rate  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  the  value  of  such 
articles,  and  the  rate  per  cent,  and  amount  of  such 
duties,  based  on  the  imports  of  1833. 

Objection  was  made.  And  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  Jan.  23.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  moved  that  the  house  pro- 
ceed in  the  further  execution  of  the  special  order  of 
the  day  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  issue  of  a fur- 
ther sum  ol  five  millions  of  dollars  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Jones  gave  way  to  Mr.  Fillmore,  who,  by  di- 
rection of  the  committee  of  elections,  asked  leave 
to  report  a bill  regulating  the  taking  of  testimony 
in  cases  of  contested  elections  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Chapman  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the 
bill,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it.  Mr.  Alford  re- 
newed it.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 


to  enable  him  to  report  the  bill.  The  question  to 
suspend  the  rules  was  put  and  not  carried. 

Mr.  Jones  then  renewed  the  motion  to  proceed  to 
the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  the  special  order  be  post- 
poned till  Monday,  and  that  the  house  do  proceed 
to  private  business.  Mr.  R.  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  they  were  not  ordered.  Mr.  R’s  motion  was 
then  disagreed  to. 

The  house  again  resolved  itselfinto  committee  ol 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Jones,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to 
authourise  the  issue  of  an  additional  sum  of  five 
millions  in  treasury  notes.  Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois, 
was  called  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  for  the  space 
of  two  hours,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana.  Mr.  L.  having  concluded,  the  chairman 
gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Duncan,  who  yielded  for  a mo- 
tion that  the  committee  rise,  which  prevailing,  the 
cominitiee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  the  house  now  to  take  up  and 
consider  the  resolution,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  by  him  yesterday,  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information  on  articles 
imported  which  are  not  subject  to  duty  at  a less 
rate  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Wise  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  this  re- 
solution never  had  been  received. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  that  it  had 

Some  conversation,  arising  out  of  this  difference 
of  opinion,  ensued,  when  Mr.  Briggs,  (who  was  in 
the  speaker’s  chair  at  the  time  the  resolution  was 
offered),  expressed  his  understanding  to  be  that  the 
resolution  had  not  been  received — objection  to  its 
reception  having  been  made. 

Whereupon  the  journal  (which  stated  the  fact  to 
be  the  contrary),  was  ordered  to  be  amended. 

Mr.  Everett  then  asked  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ceived; and  objection  being  made,  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  and  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered;  and, 
being  taken  were:  yeas  41,  nays  47.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn.  But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Everett.  As  there  is  no  quorum  present,  I 
will  not  press  the  resolution  now.  I do  not  wish  to 
put  the  house  to  the  trouble  of  having  a cedi  at  this 
time.  But  I will  say  that  if,  before  this  debate  is 
closed,  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  house  do  not 
find  that  they  want  the  information  called  for  by 
this  resolution,  I shall  be  much  mistaken.  And 
then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jun.  25.  Mr.  Cushing  presented  the 
memorial  of  Charles  T.  James,  of  Newburyport, 
Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against  the  adoption 
of  “Raub’s  self-acting  safety  valve,”  by  law,  and 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a law  requiring  the  use 
of  steam  boilers  and  machinery  on  board  of  steam- 
boats, proved  to  be  sufficient;  and  faithful  and 
skilful  engineers,  ascertained  to  be  such — by  such 
means  as  congress  may  prescribe.  Which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communications,  which  were  appropriately  referred. 

From  the  post  office  department,  a statement  of 
the  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails,  &c.  during  the 
year  1840. 

From  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  a report 
with  the  accompanying  papers  from  the  secretary 
of  state  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
the  16th  December  last. 

From  the  w ar  department,  a statement  of  all  the 
contracts  made  by  that  department  for  the  year 
1840. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  a statement  of 
the  appropriations  for  1840,  and  the  balance  re- 
maining in  its  treasury  on  the  31st  Dec.  last. 

From  the  treasury  department,  a report  from  the 
commissioner  of  the  land  office  of  the  19th  inst.  in 
answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  9th  inst. 
being  a statement  of  the  quantity  of  public  lands 
purchased  under  the  several  acts  of  congress. 

From  the  navy  department,  a statement  of  the 
contracts  made  by  the  commissioner  of  the  navy 
during  the  year  1840. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  director  of  the  mint, 
exhibiting  the  operation  of  that  institution  during 
the  year  1840,  and  calling  attention  particularly  to 
the  over-valuation  of  foreign  gold  coin. 

From  the  treasury  department,  relative  to  the 
discontinuance  of  land  districts. 

From  the  war  department,  a statement  of  the 
number  of  clerks  in  that  department 
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The  following  senate  bills  were  then  twice  read 
and  severally  referred  to  the  undermentioned  com- 
mittees: 

To  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  at  Currituck  in- 
let and  the  office  of  surveyor  of  customs  at  that 
port.  To  the  committee  on  commerce. 

To  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria 
at  the  city  of  Alexandria.  To  the  committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

For  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  New  Hamp- 
shire against  the  United  States.  After  some  con- 
versation, relative  to  its  reference,  by  Messrs.  L. 
Williams,  Jones,  of  Va.  Briggs,  Wise,  Lincoln, 
Hunt  and  Clifford,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs. 

The  bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  certain  surveys  of  the  lakes  and  lake 
coasts  to  be  made.  To  the  committee  on  commerce. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Mississippi 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  by  the  act  of  admis- 
sion of  that  state  into  the  union.  The  committee 
on  public  lands. 

To  make  certain  appropriations  for  the  patent 
office.  The  committee  on  patents. 

The  bill  regulating  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  port  of  Cayenne,  French  Guiana,  and  to  remit 
certain  duties.  The  committee  on  foreign  atfairs. 

To  authorise  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury  to  re- 
fund certain  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre.  The  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

To  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
make  arrangements  of  compromise  with  the  sureties 
of  Samuel  Swart wout. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  judicial  courts  of  New 
Hampshire.  Which  latter  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

An  amendment  to  the  bill  of  the  house,  “(o  make 
appropriations  for  the  lunatics  of  the  District  ol  Co- 
lumbia,” providing  that  the  expenses  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  not  exceed  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  $'3,000 
per  annum,  was  concurred  in. 

Several  members  rose  with  petitions  and  resolu- 
tions, to  which  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the 
presentation  ol  petitions;  which  motion  was  not 
taken. 

A motion  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  having  prece- 
dence, that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  which  was 
carried;  whereupon  the  house  resolved  itself  into 
committee,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair),  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  treasury  note  bill,  on  which 
Mr.  Duncan  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  Mr.  D.  then 
rose  and  spoke  at  length  on  the  subject,  examining 
die  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  Without 
concluding,  at  a quarter  of  four  o’clock,  Mr.  D. 
gave  way  to  a mo: ion  that  the  committee  rise. — 
The  vote  on  which  being  taken,  there  appeared  no 
quorum  of  members  present.  The  committee  then 
rose  for  want  of  which,  and,  on  motion,  the  house, 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  26.  Mr.  Tillinghast  from  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures,  obtained  leave  to  repoit 
the  following  bill: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,” 
approved  July  14,  1832,  as  provides  that  pins  of  foreign 
manufacture  may  be  imported  free  of  duty  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  be,  and  the  same  i* 
hereby  repealed;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  said  day, 
pins,  when  imported,  be  subject  to  a duty  of  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Pope  asked  leave  to  present  a petition;  which 
was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  to  present  the  petition;  the  question  was  put 
and  lost. 

The  house  then,  again,  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  for  the  issue  ol 
an  additional  five  millions  of  dollars  in  treasury 
notes.  Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  was  called  to  preside 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Duncan  resumed  his  remarks,  and  addressed 
the  committee  until  half  past  two  o’clock. 

In  concluding  his  remarks — Mr.  D.  said  that  im- 
mediately before  he  had  taken  the  floor  this  morning 
his  attention  had  been  called  to  the  following  state- 
ment, published  in  the  “National  Intelligencer”  of 
this  day: 

“Mr.  Cushing  hoped  that,  at  this  stage  of  the  de- 
bate, no  technical  question  of  order  would  be  rais- 
ed, because,  he  said,  after  the  extent  to  which  the 
remarks  of  the  member  from  Ohio  ( Mr.  Duncan ) 
had  been  carried,  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  feel  himsell 
bound  to  appeal  to  the  courtesy  aud  the  honor  of 
this  house  to  sutler  him  to  reply. 


“Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  to  the  chair  whe- 
ther it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  to  charge  gen. 
Harrison  with  cowardice  who  had  himself  been 
branded  as  a coward  on  this  floor?” 

Now,  (proceeded  Mr.  D.)  I never  heard  this  re- 
mark made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Johnson).  It  was  not  addressed  to  me  nor  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  such  a way  as  to  be 
heard.  And  I was  astonished  when  it  was  put  into 
my  hands;  and  if  I had  had  time  for  reflection,  I 
would  have  contradicted  it  through  some  other  me- 
dium. 1 say  I did  not  hear  the  remark;  and  I have 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  the  man  who  uttered 
it  is  guilty  of  a base  falsehood,  and  is  himself  a liar. 
And  I call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
say  whether  such  language  was  used  in  his  hearing. 

When  called  upon  by  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said:  1 take  upon 
myself  to  say  that  I heard  no  such  expression  when 
I was  in  the  chair.  I had  called  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (’Mr.  Duncan)  to  order  for  irrelevancy, 
and  he  had  acquiesced.  I then  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson)  as  ris- 
ing to  the  same  point  of  order,  and  my  reply  to  him 
was,  that  I had  already  called  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der, and  that  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  decision  — 
But,  I repeat,  I did  not  hear  the  expression  refer- 
red to. 

Mr.  Duncan.  I protest  against  the  statement 
that  I had  ever  said  any  thing  against  general  Har- 
rison except  what  the  history  of  the  country  sus- 
tained me  in  saying.  I never  intimated  that  he 
was  a coward,  nor  anything  like  it;  and  no  con- 
clusion can  be  drawn  from  any  thing  I have  said 
other  than  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  that  charac- 
ter of  a great  military  chieftain  which  was  claimed 
for  him  by  his  friends. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson.  The  report  in  the  “Nation- 
al Intelligencer”  of  the  remarks  I made  yesterday 
is  perfectly  correct.  I made  those  remarks,  and  I 
intended  them  to  be  fully  audible  in  every  part  of 
this  house — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  in- 
quired of  the  chair,  “is  the  gentleman  in  order?” 

Mr.  Stanly.  He  is  as  much  in  order  as  you  are. 

The  chairman  (Mr.  Briggs)  pro  tern,  called  to 
order. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  proceeded  to  say  that  had  he 
been  conscious  of  the  disclaimer  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan)  hadjustmade.it 
would  have  superseded  the  necessity  of  his  (Mr. 
J’s)  having  made  any  remarks.  But  as  that  gen- 
tleman had  denied  the  fact  that  such  a statement  as 
that  reported  in  the  “Intelligencer”  had  been  made 
by  himself,  (Mr.  J.)  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  that 
it  had  been  made;  and  he  now  held  in  his  hand  the 
evidence  of  the  fact  upon  which  his  remark  was 
predicated.  The  fact  was  not  only  notorious  to  all 
the  members  of  the  last  congress,  but  he  himself 
and  other  gentlemen  here  present  had  a perfect  re- 
collection that  the  charge  which  he  (Mr.  J.)  had 
yesterday  asserted  as  having  been  imputed  to  the 
gentleman  was  made  upon  this  floor,  not  by  one, 
nor  by  two,  but  by  three  several  gentlemen.  The 
subject  matter  had  ended  there.  The  gentleman 
was  here  upon  this  floor,  and  yet,  so  far  as  he  (Mr. 
J.)  was  conscious,  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  not  called  upon 
any  one  of  these  gentlemen  for  satisfaction,  nor 
had  any  communication  been  made  to  them  which 
could  have  been  regarded  in  that  light. 

But,  as  a proof  of  what  he  had  stated,  he  would 
send  to  the  clerk’s  table,  with  a view  to  have  it 
read,  a statement — 

The  chairman  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Johnson  admitted,  he  said,  the  irrelevancy  of 
the  matter;  but  he  held  in  his  hand  the  report  of  a 
speech  made  here  by  a member  of  congress — a 
man  of  as  much  character  as  any  in  this  house  or 
in  the  world — in  which  speech  this  allegation  was 
made.  A reference  to  this  speech  would  show  that 
he  (Mr.  J.)  had  not  done  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Duncan)  injustice,  but  that  he  was  borne  out 
in  what  he  said.  He  had  no  desire  to  engage  in 
controversies  on  this  floor;  but  to  show  that  he  had 
not  done  the  gentleman  injustice,  he  would  request 
the  clerk  to  read  two  sentences  of  the  speech  to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  which  was  delivered  in 
this  house  in  1839. 

The  chairman  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Johnson.  I will  simply  then  say  that  with 
these  facts — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted  to  the 
chair  whether  the  gentleman  was  in  order?  If  not, 
he  (Mr.  C.)  must  object  to  his  proceeding — 

Mr.  Stanly.  For  two  days  past  every  subject  un- 
der heaven  has  been  talked  about  here,  and  yet  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Campbell)  has 
never  raised  his  voice  in  a call  to  order,  nor  has  any 
body  else. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  unwilling,  he  said,  to  force  him- 
self upon  this  house  contrary  to  its  feelings  and  its 


( rules.  He  had  been  a memberof  the  body  too  long 
to  make  such  an  attempt.  But  he  felt  it  due  to 
himself  and  to  the  member  from  Ohio,  that  the  fact 
on  which  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  predicated  his  statement 
of  yesterday  should  be  made  known.  Mr.  J.  then 
read  from  the  speech  to  which  he  had  alluded  the 
following  passage: 

“With  these  facts  before  the  House,  what  member 
will  say  that  such  a man  is  a fit  associate  for  gentlemen? 
Availing  himself  ofhis  privileges,  seeking  to  destroy  the 
character  of  his  brother  members,  without  the  courage, 
or  the  feelings  of  honor  to  prompt  him  to  ask  redress  for 
admitted  insults  can  such  a man  be  deemed  within  the 
pale  of  honor?” 

That  (Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  say)  was  the  language 
used  by  an  honorable  member  on  this  floor — lan- 
guage printed  and  published  so  long  ago  as.  1839; 
and  it  was  this  fact  which  induced  him  (Mr.  J.) 
when  he  supposed  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
charging  such  a man  as  gep.  Harrison  with  want  of 
courage,  to  ask  whether  it  was  courteous,  or  in 
accordance  with  parliamentary  rule,  that  a charge 
of  that  nature  should  be  made  by  a man  who  had 
himself  been  branded  as  a coward.  That  charge 
had  been  made,  and  repeated  over  and  over  against 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  no  man  who  would 
examine  the  record  could  deny  it.  This  was  all  that 
he  (Mr.  J.)  had  said,  and  this  he  had  said.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  might  not  consider  this  an 
imputation — he  might  consider  that  injustice  had 
been  done  him.  He  (Mr.  J.)  spoke  only  of  the 
fact,  arid  he  had  read  the  speech  to  show  the  fact; 
and  although  he  himself  abstained  from  discussions 
of  a personal  character  as  much  as  possible,  yet  he 
had  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  to  the  eminent  person- 
age whose  cause  he  had  advocated,  to  say  as  much 
as  he  had  done  when  the  character  of  that  personage 
hail  been  assailed. 

After  one  or  two  further  remarks.  Mr.  Duncan 
followed  in  a few  remarks,  which  the  reporter  could 
not  hear  accurately,  but  which  were  understood  to 
have  reference  to  a resolution  introduced  in  a pre- 
vious congress  for  his  (Mr.  D’s)  expulsion,  and  to 
certain  insinuations  thrown  out  at  the  threshold  of 
the  discussion  that  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  postponed  the 
publication  of  certain  letters  until  after  the  passage 
of  the  duelling  law;  the  whole  of  which,  he  said, 
had  its  origin  in  a base  system  of  cowardice,  by 
men  who  had  not  the  courage  to  stand  to  their  own 
acts.  It  was  to  cover  those  acts  that  the  resolution 
had  been  introduced — and  he  had  been  told  that  a 
regular  caucus  had  been  held  at  that  time  to  see  what 
was  to  be  be  done,  in  order  to  get  gentlemen  out  of 
their  predicament. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose  to  make  an  explanation,  but, 
being  called  to  order,  took  his  seat.* 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  finan- 
cial state  of  the  country  and  its  condition  generally, 
and  upon  several  of  the  incidental  topics  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  discussion. 

Mr.  D.  having  concluded — The  chairman  gave  the 
floor  to  Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky.  Afler  some  little  con- 
troversy as  to  the  right  to  the  floor.  The  commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Mr.  Crabb,  on  leave,  presented  a preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama, against  a revival  of  the  protective  tariff  sys- 
tem; which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

*The  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  reporte 
of  the  National  Intelligencer  was  handed  in  previ- 
ous to  the  adjournment  of  the  house: 

“Mr.  Wheeler.  Had  I been  permitted  to  proceed 
with  the  explanation  1 rose  to  make,  I intended  to 
have  said  that  I was  a member  of  this  house  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan)  had  diffi- 
culties with  two  gentlemen,  then  occupying  seats 
on  this  floor,  from  Kentucky,  to  wit:  Mr.  South- 
gate  and  Mr.  Menefee:  that  I messed  with  the  former; 
that  I was  upon  the  best  terms  with  both  of  them; 
and  that  I had  no  knowledge  of  any  caucus  being 
held  to  adopt  resolutions  or  to  recommend  any  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  congress  with  a view  to  relieve 
either  of  those  gentlemen  from  any  difficulty  in 
which  he  was  in  volved  with  the  member  from  Ohio,  I 
never  heard  any  such  thing  alleged  before;  and  I 
have  no  knowledge  or  belief  that  the  bill  against 
duelling  was  at  all  hastened  in  its  passage  by  any 
measure  or  resolve  adopted  in  caucus  in  conse- 
quence of  difficulties  subsisting  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  and  the  gentlemen  from  Ken- 
tucky, or  either  of  them.  I thought  justice  to  the 
absent  required  this  statement  at  my  hands;  but,  as 
1 was  not  permitted  to  make  it  on  the  floor,  I re- 
quest you  to  introduce  it  in  connexion  with  your 
report  of  the  proceedings. 

J.  R.  UNDERWOOD.” 

January  26. 
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The  banks  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  have  agreed  to 
resume  specie  payments  on  the  1st  February  next. 
Those  of  the  rest  ol  the  state  will  no  doubt  do  the 


same. 

U.  States  bank.  Letters  by  the  Columbia  confirm 
the  news  of  the  loans  negotiated  by  the  agents  ol  the 
U.  States  bank,  with  various  parties,  to  the  extent  in 
all' of  one  million  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling , or 
fully  five  millions  of  dollars.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  yesterday  says: 

The  case  of  Thayer  vs.  the  Linked  States  bank,  that 
involved  about  eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  has 
occupied  a considerable  portion  of  public  attention  in 
its  progress  through  the  courts,  has,  we  learn,  been 
withdrawn  by  an  amicable  arrangement;  the  bank, 
we  hear  it  stated,  pays  the  principal  and  six  per  cent. 
interest.  As  this  debt  entered  into  the  calculations  of 
the  bank  on  resuming,  the  settlement  makes  no  diffe- 
rence in  the  position  of  the  bank,  her  enlarged  means 
in  London  giving  her  ample  powers  to  meet  the  de- 
mand. 

Close  running.  Three  cities  in  Ohio  have  nearly 
the  same  population.  The  census  of  Columbus  is 
6,048;  Dayton,  6,067;  and  Cleveland,  6,071.  The  run 
among  the  three  was  close  for  the  rank  of  the  second 
city  in  the  state. 


Coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania.  The  following  is  the 
actual  quantify  of  coal  shipped  from  the  different  regions 
in  the  years  1839  and  1840, 

Schuylkill, 

Lehigh, 

Lackawanna, 

Beaver  meadow, 

Hazleton, 

Sugarloaf, 

Pinegrove, 

Shamokin, 


1839. 

1840. 

432,360 

452,491 

140.650 

102,264 

122,300 

148,470 

38,429 

43,619 

34,000 

50,366 

7 350 

29.039 

20  639 

23.S60 

11,030 

15,605 

817,659 

865,414 

200,000 

150,000 

1,017,659 

1,015,414 

Add  quantity  remaining  on 
hand  April  1st, 

Tons,  . 

The  whole  amount  shipped  from  the  various  coal  re- 
gions in  the  state  between  1820  and  1S40,  inclusive,  is 
6,487,172  tons,  and  now  that  so  many  new  iron  works 
have  been  established,  and  the  fact  of  anthracite  being 
introduced  into  steamboats,  and  in  fact  for  most  steam 
power,  will  create  a demand  for  it,  which,  in  a very  few 
years,  will  double  the  present  one. 


The  challenge.  We  published  a challenge  from  a 
capt.  Glover,  for  any  one  to  beat  his  vessel.  The  sub- 
joined explanation  of  a correspondent  may  be  satisfac- 
tory  to  many  of  our  readers:  [V.  S.  Gaz 

“Mr.  Ericson  has  taken  one  of  the  packet  ships, 
nearly  400  tons,  of  the  Havana  line,  and  placed  a 
steam  engine  in  the  after  part  of  her  cabin,  and  the 
two  shafts  of  the  propellers  pass  through  her  bottom 
under  water.  By  this  simple  contrivance,  Mr.  E.  cal- 
culates upon  adding  eight  miles  per  hour  to  the  rate  of  j 
his  ship’s  sailing,  under  certain  circumstances.  Should 
this  succeed,  and  there  can  scarcely  be  a doubt  of  it, 
(at  least  the  enterprising  owners  have  full  confidence 
in  it,  judging  from  their  challenge),  a new  era  in  navi- 
gation must  take  place-’’ 


The  rev.  A.  H.  Cohen,  the  venerable  and  beloved 
pastor  of  the  Hebrew  congregation  at  Richmond  died 
suddenly  on  the  21st  inst.  The  Compiler  says:  “there 
could  be  no  more  ardent  devotion  than  he  evinced  in 
the  cause  of  the  Jews— of  the  amelioration  of  their  po- 
litical and  elevation  of  their  moral  condition;  and  at 
this  period,  an  era  as  it  were  in  their  history,  his  loss  is 
severely  felt  by  them.’’ 

Deaths.  In  New  York  last  week  142;  in  Baltimore 
45,  of  which  23  were  under  two  years  of  age,  13  were 
free  colored  and  3 slaves. 


Domestic  products  and  foreign  trade.  The  Loui- 
siana Advertiser  esiimates  the  consumption  of  sugar 
in  the  United  States  at  200,000  hogsheads  per  annum, 
or  one  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of  pounds.  ^Tall- 
inn- the  cost  to  the  consumer  a(  the  average  rate  of  seven 
cents,  we  have  the  sum  of  $12,600,000  paid  yearly  by 
the  nation  for  the  use  of  this  valuable  and  now  neces- 
sary article.  . , , 

The  su far  lands  of  Louisiana  do  not  produce  annu- 
ally over=90,(>00  hogsheads  or  eighty  one  millions  of 
pounds— not  half  of  the  quantity  consumed  in  the 
country — every  yeox*  Tins  f&ct  is  to  be  Recounted  for, 
not  from  any  scarcity  of  lands  in  that  state  adapted  to 
the  culture  of  sugar— but  from  the  foreign  importation 
of  the  article, by  means  of  which  the  demand  for  the 
domestic  product  is  lessened.  The  sugar  lands  of  Loui- 
siana, it  is  said,  are  capable  of  producing  double  the 
quantity  of  sugar  now  consumed  in  the  United  States — 
that  is,  400,000  hogsheads  annually — it  fair  induce- 
ments were  held  out  to  capital  to  enter  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  the  staple.  In  view  of  this  the  planters  ol 
Louisiana  are  calling  for  the  imposition  of  duties  upon 
foreign  sugar. 

Earthquake.  The  New  York  and  Newark,  N.  J. 
papers  mention  that  a distinct  shaking  of  the  earth  was 
felt  for  some  twenty  seconds  on  Monday  morning  the 
25th  inst.  at  twenty  minutes  before  six  o’clock,  accom- 
panied with  a rumbling  noise.  The  phenomena  was 
noticed  on  Long  Island. 


Exports  to  Canada.  We  learn  from  the  Cleveland, 
(Ohio),  Herald,  that  the  clearances  at  the  port,  for  va- 
rious ports  in  Upper  Canada,  for  the  past  year,  were 
896,550  bushels  of  wheat,  and  70,995  bills,  of  flour. 
The  quantity  of  pork  shipped  during  the  same  time  is 
estimated  at  15,000  bbls. 

Dr.  Hines,  the  notorious  rogue  who  was  lately  sen- 
tenced tor  fourteen  years  to  the  state  prison  at  Baton 
Rouge,  for  negro  stealing,  broke  out  ann  made  his  es- 
cape on  the  12th  inst.  A fellow  culprit  who  escaped 
with  him  was  retaken. 

The  last  mail  bring  news  of  the  recapture  of  the  doc- 
ter,  after  remaining  in  the  swamp  two  or  three  days, 
being  tired  of  longer  fasting,  he  came  out  to  a plantation 
on  the  highlands,  and  requested  the  negroes  to  take  his 
irons  off.  The  slaves  at  once  took  measures  for  secur- 
ing him,  in  which  they  effectually  succeeded,  notwith- 
standing the  doctor  offered  resistance  with  a bowie 
knife.  He  has  again  taken  his  proper  place  in  the  cells 
of  the  penitentiary. 

Hurricane.  Early  in  January  a most  tremendous 
hurricane  fell  along  the  southern  coast  of  Mexico,  de- 
vastating a tract  of  country  23  leagues  in  length  and  7 
in  breadth,  so  completely  that  a famine  was  apprehend- 
ed, unless  succour  speedily  reached  them.  Corn,  su- 
gar cane,  palm  trees,  and  even  vegetables  were  swept 
away. 

Iron  trade.  The  exports  of  iron  and  steel,  hardware 
and  cutlery,  from  England  in  1839,  amounted  to 
£4,541,659,  declared  value,  or  about  £9,200,000,  official 
value. 

Law  decision.  A case  was  recently  decided  in  the 
court  of  errors  of  New  York,  in  which  was  involved 
the  question  whether  chattie  mortgages  were  valid, 
where  the  mortgagee  did  not  take  possession  of  the 
property.  It  had  been  repeatedly  decided  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state  that  such  mortgages  were  in 
law  fradulent,  and,  against  creditors  of  the  mortgager, 
void. 

The  court  of  errors  reversed  this  decision,  and  es- 
tablished the  doctrine  that  where  the  parly  to  whom  a 
mortgage  is  given  produces  evidence  of  good  faith  and 
the  absence  of  any  fraudulent  intent  in  the  transac- 
tion, the  possession  of  the  property  is  immaterial,  and 
the  question  of  fraud  is  a question  of  fact,  and  should 
be  submitted  for  the  decision  of  the  jury. 

Liberia  has  a population  of  4,500  American  colo- 
nists and  30,000  natives.  It  has  nine  settlements  or 
towns;  the  two  most  distant  being  300  miles  apart,  on 
the  sea  coast — the  others  at  various  distances,  inter- 
mediate. Its  territory  procured  by  purchase,  contains 
nearly  500,000  acres  of  land,  and  oilier  large  tracts  can 
be  easily  obtained  of  the  native  owners  in  the  same 
way.  The  governmentis  modeled  after  our  own,  and 
purely  republican — administered  almost  wholly  by  co- 
lored people.  Agriculture  is  thriving  and  greatly  ex- 
tending. Four  printing  presses  are  in  operation. — 
Twenty-one  churches  are  organized,  some  of  them 
composed  of  native  converts.  More  than  30  ordained 
ministers  are  engaged  in  religious  teaching.  Many 
Sabbath  schools  are  regularly  attended.  And,  on  the 
whole,  the  colony  never  appeared  better  than  now,  nor 
so  entirely  attractive  to  its  friends  on  the  ground  of  its 
great  usefulness.  [Presbyterian. 

Liability  of  tenants.  Heretofore  we  have  always 
understood  it  to  be  good  law  that  a tenant  occupying 
premises  that  were  destroyed  by  fire,  remained  liable 
for  the  rent  until  i he  expiration  of  his  term;  but  in  the 
marine  court,  on  Monday,  justice  Randall  charged  the 
jury  that  by  recent  decisions  this  doctrine  had  been 
overruled,  and  that  the  ouster  of  the  tenant  by  fire  ex- 
onerated hint  from  the  payment  of  rent  from  the  date 
thereof.  If  this  is  true  law,  the  people  ought  to  know 
it.  [iV.  Y.  Com.  Advertiser. 

The  leather  trade.  The  amount  of  leather  on 
hand,  in  the  process  of  tanning,  by  the  leather  trade  of 
New  York,  is  511,606  sides.  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says — “The  average  yearly  sales  ol  the  trade  of 
this  city,  from  1831  to  1840,  were  about  800,000  sides. 
The  present  stock  is  not  therefore,  equal  to  the  actual 
annual  consumption  of  the  article.  Hides  have  been 
so  scarce  for  a year  or  two,  and  dear,  that  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  tanners  have  not  ventured  to  stock  their 
works.  For  the  same  reason  tiie  stock  of  leather  in 
the  country  generally  is  small.’’ 

Mission  to  Oregon.  The  Missionaries  who  left  this 
port  in  Oct.  1839,  arrived  at  the  Sandwich  Islands 
April  10  h,  and  had  sailed  for  Columbia  river  previous 
to  May  23  d last. 

The  Exploring  squadron  had  not  arrived  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands  on  the  20th  of  June  last. 

[N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Munificent  subscription.  A subscription  in  aid  of 
the  New  York  theological  seminary  was  opened  on 
Sunday  last,  and  David  Leavitt,  esq.  of  Brooklyn,  sub- 
scribed $25,000. 

Money.  Money  is  said  to  be  very  scarce  in  the 
market  at  Philadelphia,  and  commands  one  and  a half 
per  cent,  per  month. 

Pittsburg  election.  The  election  for  mayor  and 
city  council  of  Pittsburg,  took  place  on  Tuesday  the 
12th  instant.  There  were  four  candidates  in  the  field 
for  mayor,  namely  Thompson,  Graham,  Marshall  and 
McKelvy — the  first  three  Harrison  democrats  and 
whigs,  the  last  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Thompson,  the  regu- 


larly nominated  Plarrison  candidate,  was  elected  mayor, 
over  McKelvy,  Van  Buren,  hy  a majority  of  531.  The 
Harrison  councilmen  were  elected  in  every  ward,  ex- 
cept one  in  the  east  ward,  who  received  a tie  vote  with 
an  opponent. 

Thomas  Sample  was  on  the  same  day  elected  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Alleghany.  The  councilmen  chosen  for 
that  city  are  all  Plarrison  democrats. 

Public  lands.  The  resolution  introduced  into  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  by  Mr.  Gaither,  re- 
questing the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  state 
in  congress  to  vote  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  states,  passed 
that  body.  A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Seidenstricker 
to  strike  out  the  word  “requested’’ and  insert  “instruct- 
ed’’—but  on  a call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  no  nays,  not 
one,  not  even  tiie  person  who  made  the  motion  would 
vote  for  it,  and  his  voting  against  his  own  proposition 
was  noted  upon  the  journal. 

Resumption  in  Pennsylvania.  So  far  as  we  have 
heard,  the  banks  throughout  this  state  have  resumed, 
without  any  material  run  upon  them  for  specie. 

Small  notes.  The  bill  authorising  the  banks  of  the 
states  of  Maryland  to  receive  and  payout  the  notes  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  ol  any  de- 
nomination not  under  one  dollar  has  passed  both 
houses,  and  is  now  the  law. 

Specie.  H.  M.  brig  Racer  arrived  at  Halifax  on  the 
7th  from  Tampico,  with  $100,000  for  the  use  of  the 
commissariat  department  at  that  place. 

St.  Johns’  N.  B.  in  1334  had  a population  of  about 
15,000.  It  has  now  27,000  and  promises  soon  to  rank 
with  some  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  United  States. 

Steam  ship  on  fire.  The  Atlantic  steam  ship  Co- 
lumbia, says  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  at  two  o’clock, 
A.  M.  on  the  3d  inst.  when  within  about  400  miles  of 
Halifax,  took  fire,  and  for  some  minutes  great  con- 
sternation prevailed,  and  the  vessel  was  put  for  the 
nearest  land,  life  preservers  resorted  to,  and  the  boats 
placed  in  readiness  for  the  worst.-  The  captain,  who 
was  wakened  up  on  the  alarm  behaved  with  coolness 
and  great  self  possession,  and  was  manfully  sustained 
by  his  crew,  in  half  an  hour  all  danger  was  over. 

The  steamer  Caledonia  took  from  Boston  fifty-four 
passengers  for  Liverpool — reached  Halifax  in  forty  two 
hours,  took  in  thirty-two  more  passengers,  and  depart- 
ed for  Europe  at  7 P.  M.  the  same  day. 

The  brig  Tigris.  The  Philadelphia  Ledger  says: 
capt.  Frye  and  Mr.  Burnham,  the  mate  of  the  brig  Ti- 
gris, whose  examinations  at  Boston  has  been  going  on 
for  several  days  past,  have  been  put  under  bonds  of 
$3,000  and  $2,000,  to  answer  the  charge  of  seizing  a 
native  of  Africa,  on  the  coast,  with  intent  of  making 
him  a slave.  Judge  Davis  deemed  the  charge  suffi- 
ciently established  to  warrant  a trial  by  the  circuit  court 
which  sits  in  May  next.  The  crew  were  released. — 
The  boy  Home  made  a statement  in  the  Portuguese 
language  which  was  translated  for  the  use  of  the  court, 
that  he  was  a native  of  the  interior  of  Benguele,  and 
passed  through  various  hands  into  the  possession  of  a 
merchant  named  Almeida,  and  when  left  alone  one  day 
had  been  seized  by  a boat’s  crew  and  carried  on  board 
a foreign  ship,  (torn  which  four  days  after  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Tigris.  Capt.  Frye,  it  also  appeared  had 
made  contradictory  s'atements  in  respect  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  boy  came  on  board  the  boat. 

Texas.  The  whole  number  of  passengers  that  ar- 
rived at  the  port  of  Galveston  by  sea,  from  the  17  th 
June  to  the  31st  December,  1840,  was  1,032.  Ofthese 
36  were  children,  93  slaves,  and  white  adults  897 — ut 
which  101  were  recruits  for  the  army  and  navy. 

Samuel  Williams,  esq.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S. 
Gazette  publishes  die  following  anecdote  respecting 
the  late  Samuel  Williams,  esq.  Formerly  a distinguish- 
ed broker  in  London  who  died  last  week  in  Boston: 

One  dark,  stormy  night,  while  at  sea,  Mr.  Williams 
left  his  bet  th  below  with  an  intention  of  repairing  to 
the  deck  of  the  vessel.  He  ascended  the  companion 
way,  (place  of  entrance  to,  and  egress  from,  the  ship’s 
cabin)  feeling  his  way  along  in  utter  darkness.  The 
storm  was  howling,  and  every  rope  above  him  seemed 
strung  to  some  strang  melody,  while  the  spray  was 
dashing  widly  over  the  bows  of  the  ship.  Just  as  Mr. 
W.  reached  the  deck,  the  darkness  on  one  side  seem- 
ed to  thicken,  and  the  noise  of  the  water  to  come  in 
more  irregularly,  suddenly  ropes  passed  over  the  head 
and  along  the  breast  of  the  astonished  man.  He 
seized  them  almost  tinvoluntnrily,  and  held  them  with 
a convulsive  grasp.  An  awful  crush  followed,  and  lie 
was  borne  onward  by  the  rigging  oil  which  he  had 
seized,  while  the  deck  which  had  sustained  his  feet 
had  sunk  beneath  him. 

A larger  vessel  had  run  down  his  own,  and  he  and 
perhaps  another  were  saved  as  by  a miracle  to  (ell  the 
story  of  destruction,  for  the  larger  ship  went  booming 
onward  in  her  course,  and  not  a cry  was  heard  from 
the  perishing  men,  nor  was  a remnant  found  of  the 
shattered  bark.  All  were 

“In  the  deep  bosom  of  the  ocean  buried.” 

Ways  and  means.  Mr.  Bowie,  from  the  committee 
on  ways  and  means,  reported  on  the  21st  instant,  in 
the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  resolutions  pro- 
posing taxes  to  tiie  amount  of  $600,000  in  aid  of  the 
treasury,  and  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  state. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  packet  ship  North  America  arrived  in  New 
York  on  Saturday  morning  last,  after  a very  short  pas- 
sage from  Liverpool,  bringing  London  papers  to  the 
6.h  and  Liverpool  to  the  9th  of  January. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  news  from  China  is  to  the 
1st  October  and  is  highly  important,  as  well  as  that 
from  Egypt  and  India.  The  difficulties  with  Eng- 
land having  been  adjusted,  and  in  consequence  teas 
in  London  had  fallen  very  rapidly,  and  on  the  Gth 
ult.  at  3 P.  M.  had  declined  seven  pence  per  pound. 

The  revenue  of  Great  Britain  for  the  year  ending 
the  10th  of  October  has  fallen  short  of  the  expends 
ture  by  over  £ 1,560,000. 

On  the  year  ending  Jan.  5,  1841,  there  has  been 
a decrease  in  the  revenue  to  the  amount  ol  £234,090. 

The  important  intelligence  of  the  settlement  of 
the  difficulties  between  Cnina  and  England,  had 
caused  a great  sensation  in  London,  and  the  lea 
dealei-3  had  been  panic  struck. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Columbia,  a report  was  re- 
ceived that  the  packet  ship  President  had  been 
ashore  on  the  Norsesarid.  The  London  Shipping 
Gazette  states  tiiat  the  vessel  sustained  no  damaged 
A great  fire  had  occurred  at  Dundee.  The  vene- 
rable Cathedral  which  had  weathered  the  storms  for 
700  years,  and  two  of  the  other  churches,  were  en- 
tirely consumed — the  damage  being  estimated  at 
between  30  and  £49,000. 

Liverpool  cotlon  market,  Jan.  5.  The  sales  to-day 
are  4,000  American  at  5J  to  7d.  and  1,000  on  specu- 
lation- 

Jan.  6.  To  day  sales  of  cotlon  amount  to  4,500 
bags,  which  are  made  up  chiefly  of  American  de- 
scriptions, and  nearly  all  to  the  trade.  Extreme 
prices  have  been  obtained  for  all  qualities  of  Ame- 
rican descriptions. 

A good  active  business  was  done  iri  duty  paid 
bond  dour  at  steady  prices  for  United  States,  but 
Canada  was  about  6d.  cheaper;  Hour  in  bond  26s. 
sack  Hour  very  dull. 

The  letters  from  Liverpool  of  the  7th,  speak  fa- 
vorably of  the  cotton  market,  and  the  condition  of 
money  matters. 
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Extraordinary  express  from  Paris. — Morning  Post 
office,  Wednesday,  six  o'clock,  A.  M. — The  Messen- 
ger, the  official  evening  paper  of  Monday  evening 
contains  the  following  telegraphic  despatch: — 
“Marseilles,  Jan.  2,  6 P.  M. — Malta,  Dec.  28. 
The  consul  of  France  to  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs.— “Kurruck  Sing,  king  of  Lahore,  died  on  the 
5th  of  November.  During  his  funeral  his  successor, 
Nou-Nebal  Sing,  perished  by  accident.  Shere  Sing 
ascends  the  throne.  The  affairs  of  China  are  on  the 
point  of  being  terminated.  The  English  are  to  re- 
ceive three  millions  sterling  as  indemnity.  Dost 
Mohammed  has  definitively  surrendered  to  the 
English.” 

CHINA,  INDIA  AND  EGYPT. 

We  are  to-day  enabled  to  place  before  our  readers 
important  intelligence  from  (he  East,  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  productive  of  much  gratification  to  every 
individual  who  can  so  far  divest  himself  of  party 
feeling  as  to  rejoice  over  the  signal  successes  ot 
Great  Britain  abroad  under  any  administration. 

The  news  from  China  and  India  we  have  received 
by  the  overland  mail;  the  intelligence  from  the  for- 
mer having  been  conveyed  to  Calcutta  by  H.  M.  S. 
Cruiser. 

Our  advices  from  Alexandria  are  to  the  24th  ult. 
and  we  are  in  possession  of  journals  and  advices 
from  Malta  to  the  28th. 

The  intelligence  from  China  is  as  gratifying  as  it 
is  important,  and  it  is  especially  satisfactory  because 
it  bears  with  it  this  great  zest — it  was  unexpected, 
so  little  importance  had  been  attached  to  the  pro- 
gress announced  by  the  last  overland  mail  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Chinese  expedition.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  Chinese  question  is  thoroughly  set- 
tled— that  the  occupation  of  Chusan  and  the  pro- 
ceeding of  admiral  Elliot  have  brought  the  emperor 
of  China  to  his  senses,  and  that  he  has  offered  to  send 
plenipotentiaries  to  Canton  or  Ningpo,  for  the  ar- 
rangement of  all  matters  in  difference  with  Great 
Britain. 

Shortly  after  1 he  capture  of  Chusan,  admiral  El- 
liot, in  proceeding  to  the  Pecho  river,  was  met  by  a 
mandarin  of  the  third  rank  of  the  Chinese  empire, 
though  some  accounts  say  by  the  emperor  himself, 
while  others  affirm  that  admiral  Elliot  had  arrived 
at  Pekin,  and  had  an  audience  of  the  emperor. 

The  emperor  has  agreed  to  pay  3, 009,000/.  for 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  British  in  making  war; 
other  authorities  state  2,000,000/.  sterling  as  indem- 
nity for  the  opium  seized,  and  1,000,000/.  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  The  etnperor,  either  himself 
or  through  his  officers,  has  expressed  pacific  inten- 
tions to  the  admiral,  and  he  disavows  the  actions  of 
his  commissioner  Lin.  This  latter,  indeed  has  fal- 
len into  disgrace,  and  the  emperor  offers  to  sttrren- 
der  him  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Chusan  is  not  to  be  given  up  until  the  treaty  be 
signpd. 

It  is  stated  (and  certainly  there  is  nothing  mira- 
culous in  the  fact  that  his  celestial  majesty  should 
be  so  influenced),  that  the  emperor  is  greatly  annoy- 
ed at  our  occupation  of  Chusan,  and  his  minister 
hinted  “that  the  admiral’s  visit  had  prevented  the 
march  of  fierce  soldiers  to  retake  the  island!” 

We  are  sorry  to  add  that  dj'sentpry  prevailed 
among  our  troops  at  China,  and  that  the  climate  was 
very  unhealthy. 

The  news  from  India  is  also  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. The  Cabool  and  Afghanistan  war  has  been 
terminated.  By  our  advices  thence,  we  learn  that 
Dost  Mohammed,  after  sustaining  another  defeat 
found  it  necessary  to  throw  himself  upon  the  mercy 
of  the  British,  and  accompanied  by  only  a single 
follower,  had  placed  himself  under  the  protection  of 
sir  Win.  McNaghten.  From  Seinde  also  we  learn 
that  the  happiest  results  had  followed  the  steps 
taken.  The  Beloochees  had  sustained  further  de- 
feats, with  considerable  loss  on  their  part,  and  a 
comparatively  trifling  sacrifice  on  ours,  and  had 
been  reduced  to  submission.  They  had  recently 
plundered  the  country  in  every  direction,  but  the 
greater  portion  of  the  pillage  had  fallen  into  our 
hands.  Khelat  was  on  the  4th  of  November  occu- 
pied without  resistance  by  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Nott. 

All  fears  of  hostilities  are  also  at  an  end;  for  we 
are  informed  that  Kurruck  Singh,  king  of  Lahore, 
died  on  the  5th  of  November,  and  that  during  the 
funeral  ceremony  his  successor,  Nou-Nebai  Sing, 


was  killed  by  accident.  Shere  Sing  has  ascended 
the  throne.  With  the  two  former,  who  were  con- 
sidered to  be  especially  adverse  to  Great  Britain,  ail 
dread  of  threatened  hostility  has  vanished. 

Our  intelligence  from  Alexandria  states,  that  the 
trip  of  the  Great  Liverpool,  from  Falmouth  to  that 
place,  with  the  mails,  had  been  made  in  fourteen 
days  and  one  hour,  for  only  twelve  days  and  one 
hour  of  which  time  she  was  at  sea. 

The  plague  had  appeared  in  Alexandria  a month 
earlier  than  usual,  and  three  deaths  had  been  offici- 
ally noticed.  Ibrahim  pacha  was  still  with  his  army 
at  Damascus,  to  which  he  returned  in  very  ill  health 
and  best  by  the  mountaineers,  hoping  (it  was  be- 
lieved) to  avail  himself  of  the  Napier  convention  to 
return  to  Egypt  peaceably  and  by  sea.  Mehemet 
Ali  had  again  written  to  admiral  Slopford  on  the 
21st  ult.  and  proposed  to  send  another  message  to 
expedite  the  return  of  Ibrahim  and  Lis  army.  Sir 
Charles  Smith  had  arrived  in  the  Hydra  at  Alexan- 
dria, and  having  had  an  interview  with  the  pacha, 
placed  the  Hydra  at  his  service,  to  convey  his  des- 
patch to  Marmorica  on  the  22d  ult.  Sir  Charles 
left  Alexandria  in  (he  Great  Liverpool.  Serious 
sickness  had  prevailed  at  Acre.  The  storm  that 
visited  the  coast  of  Syria  had  produced  an  alarming 
scarcity  at  Beyrout  and  in  the  mountains,  where  the 
new  Turkish  governor  had  recklessly  slopped  the 
supplies  of  grain  arriving,  and  the  mountaineers 
were  again  nearly  driven  into  collision  with  the  au- 
thorities by  desperation. 

No  hope  is  entertained  that  the  porte  will  be  able 
to  govern  Lebnon,  now  that  the  population  is  re- 
armed. Mehemet  Ali  was  still  raising  batteries 
and  exercising  his  troops  incessantly,  and  had  given 
notice  to  the  national  guards  of  Alexandria  that  they 
were  to  consider  themselves  his  regular  soldiers. — 
At  the  same  time  he  was  making  preparations  for 
the  belter  cultivation  of  his  private  estates,  and  had 
appointed  his  son,  Said  bey,  and  his  grandson, 
Abbas  pasha,  to  be  resident  administrators  in  sepa- 
rate districts. 

The  results  cannot  fail  to  be  in  the  highest  degree 
satisfactory.  The  power  of  British  arms  has  been 
recognised  or  vindicated— the  expense  of  long  pro- 
tracted and  distant  wars  has  been  saved,  and  an  end 
has  been  put  to  that  instability  of  affairs — the  most 
dangerous  to  her  commerce  generally,  however  pro- 
fitable in  particular  cases — which  must  have  given 
to  mere  speculation  a most  unhealthy  impetus.  The 
effects  of  the  Chinese  intelligence  has  been  already 
felt.  The  price  of  tea,  at  the  time  we  write  (three 
o’clock)  has  fallen  seven  pence  per  Ib.  whilst  that  of 
East  India  cotton  has  risen.  The  cause  of  the  for- 
mer change  is  obvious;  the  cause  of  the  latter  is,  the 
large  quantities  ot  cotton  which,  had  the  war  conti- 
when  the  usual  trade  shall  have  been  again  opened, 
nued,  would  have  been  shipped  forthis  country,  will, 
at  Canton,  be  sent  to  that  port;  and  we  are  aware 
that  in  August  last  one  native  merchant,  (Jemset 
Jee)  had  in  his  possession,  wailing  the  turn  of  events, 
upwards  of  100,000  bales  of  this  article.  Matters 
have  thus  already  begun  to  settle  down  to  the  level 
of  a wholosoine  standard. 

The  following  extracts  take  a different  review  of 
the  Chinese  question. 

From  our  Bombay  correspondent. 

Now  all  these  professions  are  regarded  as  mere 
pretence  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  to  get  rid  of  our 
force  which  is  an  unpleasant  proximity  to  his  capi- 
tal. The  general  opinion  appears  to  be  that  no  good 
can  be  done  until  the  Bogue  forts  are  destroyed,  and 
that  the  admiral  and  capt.  Elliott  have  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  completely  over-reached  by  the  Chinese, 
and  that  an  indefinite  period  will  be  consumed  in 
negotiations.  Mr.  Astell,  formerly  of  the  compa- 
ny’s factory,  is  of  opinion  that  affairs  cannot  be  set- 
tled amicably.  Mr.  Clark  differs  on  that  point. 

The  following  from  the  Bengal  Herkaru,  speaks 
the  sentiments  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Indian 
community: — 

We  laid  before  our  readers  in  our  yesterday’s  ex- 
tras, the  substance  of  the  intelligence  from  China. 
We  are  apprehensive  that  they,  as  well  as  ourselves, 
will  experience  a feeling  of  no  little  disappointment 
upon  the  occasion.  It  would  seem,  that  although 
we  have  a prospect,  or  rather  a promise  of  remune- 
ration for  offences  offered  by  the  Chinese  authorities, 
yet  we  have,  as  it  appears  to  us,  from  all  we  can 
learn,  very  little  security  that  these  promises  will  be 
fulfilled.  We  ate  reluctant  to  say,  that  we  believe 
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that  the  Chinese  government  has  gained  its  point. — 
That  it  has  referred  us  to  a land  of  promise,  and  we 
have  consented  to  forego  a possession  and  accept  of 
the  bond  of  promise.  Some  little  time  ago,  we  stat- 
ed, that  if  we  wished  to  make  an  impression  upon 
the  Chinese  government,  we  must  strike  at  the  heart 
and  not  the  extremities;  it  would  seem  that  we  have 
made  an  ineffectual  blow  at  the  heart,  which  having 
failed,  we  have  been  referred  very  coolly  to  the  ex- 
tremities, and  by  so  doing  we  have  given  the  Chi-' 
nese  authorities,  be  it  emperor  or  mandarin,  a basis 
whereon  to  erect  a “mighty  big  lie.”  The  empire 
of  China  exists  on  a “mighty  big  lie’’ — they  wili 
now  swear  that  they,  that  is  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment, have  made  us  knock  under,  that  is  again  to 
say,  that  they  have  forced  us  to  go  to  Canton  to  set- 
tle preliminaries,  and  we  shall  be  placed  just  in  the 
position  ante  bellum.  We  have  thus  lost  our  opportu- 
nity, we  shall  be  obliged  to  do  that  which  we  ought 
to  have  done  at  first,  to  strike  at  their  heart. 

Great  sickness  prevailed  among  the  troops  at  Chu- 
san,  only  110  men  of  the  Cameronians,  and  220  of 
the  49th  being  fit  for  duty,  and  this  chiefly  on  ac- 
count of  the  bad  state  of  the  provisions  sent  from 
Calcutta.  The  island  itself,  however,  is  stated  to  be 
unhealthy.  Capt.  Austruther  of  the  Madras  engi- 
neers were  unfortunately  captured  by  the  Chinese, 
while  sketching  within  a mile  of  the  town  of  Chu- 
san,  and  was  taken  to  Ningpo.  The  Kite  and  the 
Indian  Oak  are  lost,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  Hie 
former  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  at  Ningpo. 

Opium  was  in  great  demand  on  the  coast,  and  had 
advanced  to  $900  and  $ 1,000  per  chest. 

From  the  Canton  Press,  of  Aug.  27. 

Fight  at  the  barrier.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
circular  copied  below,  addressed  by  captain  Smith 
to  the  British  subjects  resident  there,  that  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  informed  him  that  the  Taou- 
tee  had  left  Macao  on  the  11th  of  this  month,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  laying  before  the  viceroy  Lin 
the  strongest  demands  (or  the  release  of  Mr.  Staun- 
ton. On  Monday,  the  17th,  the  Taoutee  returned, 
but  without  Mr.  Staunton,  and  we  are  informed  that 
the  only  answer  he  gave  was  that  it  was  impossible 
that  Mr.  Staunton  could  be  liberated,  he  not  having 
been  seized  on  Portuguese  territory,  and  that  be- 
sides he,  the  Taoutee,  had  brought  with  him  a num- 
ber of  soldiers  to  assist  the  Portuguese  in  driving 
away  the  English. 

It  was  known  before,  and  as  we  stated  last  week, 
that  strong  additions  have  been  made  to  the  fortifi- 
cations at  the  barrier  and  to  the  number  of  the  gar- 
rison there,  and  a great  many  boats  tilled  with  sol- 
diers were  on  Tuesday  seen  to  pass  through  the 
inner  harbor  towards  the  barrier,  where  also  were 
stationed  eight  war  junks,  which  before  had  been 
anchored  opposite  the  town  of  Macao.  The  hon. 
company’s  steamer  Enterprise  left  the  road  here  for 
Capsingmoon  soon  after  the  return  of  Taoutee  was 
known,  and  returned  on  Tuesday,  in  company  with 
her  majesty’s  ship  Druid,  and  towing  the  transport 
Nazaruth  Shah,  having  the  Bengal  volunteers  on 
board.  From  the  Taoutee’s  answer,  it  was  evident 
the  Chinese  had  hostile  intentions  towards  the  Eng- 
lish residents  in  Macao;  and  there  seemed  but  the 
alternative  of  quietly  awaiting  the  attack,  or  to 
check  them  by  falling  upon  them  first. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  19th,  her  majesty’s 
ships  Hyacinth  and  Larne  were  seen  getting  under 
weigh,  standing  towards  Fisherman’s  bay,  and  the 
Bengal  volunteers  were  embarked  on  board  the 
steamer,  whilst  we  saw  nine  boats  tiffed  with  ma- 
rines and  sailors  leave  the  Druid,  and  follow,  in  the 
same  direction  as  the  Hyacinth  and  Larne.  The 
weather  was  favorable,  a light  southerly  breeze 
wafting  the  ships  very  soon  to  a favorable  position 
right  in  front  of  the  barrier  and  the  fortifications 
there,  at  a distance  of  only  about  600  yards.  At  about 
half  past  one  o’clock  the  Hyacinth  began  the  can- 
nonade, which  was  answered  by  the  Chinese  from 
their  fort,  or  rather  breast  work,  consisting  of  pyra- 
mids of  sand  bags,  each  a foundation  of  about  nine 
yards  square,  and  upon  which  the  32  pounders 
made  little  or  no  impression. 

The  Chinese  had  altogether  21  guns  in  the  em- 
brasures of  this  fortification,  15  of  which  were 
pointed  towards  the  ships,  but  their  fire  was  very 
soon  silenced  by  the  Hyacinth  and  Larne,  after  the 
guns  had  been  only  thrice  fired.  The  neck  ofland 
on  which  the  barrier  is  built  is  just  there  only  about 
100  yards  wide,  and  close  to  the  land  on  the  inside 
were  ancored  the  eight  junks  already  mentioned,  of 
which,  from  the  ships,  only  the  masts  could  be  seen, 
the  hulls  being  hid,  and  in  a great  measure  shelter- 
ed from  shot,  by  the  land.  There  was  besides,  on 
this  side  of  the  barrier,  and  on  the  territory  hitherto 
considered  as  subject  to  Portuguese  jurisdiction,  a 
joss-house,  or  temple,  where  there  were  several 
cannon,  from  which  a brisk  fire  was  kept  up  upon 
the  ships,  and  it  was  observed  (hat  these  guns  car- 


ried further  than  those  from  the  junks,  many  of 
whose  shot  fell  short  of  the  ships. 

Though  several  balls  passed  over  the  ships,  they 
received  no  injury  in  their  hulls,  but  a few  balls 
passed  through  the  awning  and  sails  of  the  Hya- 
cinth. After  the  engagement  had  begun,  the  garri- 
son at  the  joss-house  was  reinforced  by  about  300 
Chinese  soldiers,  who  marched  to  it  from  the  town 
of  Macao.  There  was  besides  a considerable  en- 
campment filled  with  the  soldiers  just  behind  the 
barrier,  and  sheltered  by  a sand  hill,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  there  must  have  been  altogether  about 
2,000  Chinese  soldiers  on  the  spot,  of  whom  a con- 
siderable portion  were  armed  with  matchlocks.  The 
distance  from  the  barrier  to  Macao  being  scarcely 
two  miles,  the  whole  of  the  engagement  was  wit- 
nessed from  the  town,  and  numerous  spectators, 
Chinese  as  well  as  Portuguese  and  foreigners, 
crowned  the  adjacent  heights. 

From  half  past  one  until  half  past  three,  the 
ships  kept  up  a heavy  fire  upon  the  fort  and  the 
junks  behind,  which  was  latterly  and  only  faintly 
answered  from  the  junks,  but  with  more  spirit  from 
the  joss-house,  often  interrupted  in  their  course  by 
the  shot  passing  over  them  or  ploughing  up  the 
ground  near  them,  when  they  would  cower  down, 
or  creep  along  on  all  fours.  Twice  we  saw  them 
remove  a dead  or  wounded  soldier. 

At  about  half  past  two  the  British  troops  began 
to  be  landed  on  the  beach  at  some  distance  from, 
and  on  the  Chinese  side  of  the  fort.  Some  Chinese 
soldiers  here,  favored  by  the  rising  ground,  crept 
up  and  fired  upon  the  parties  landing;  but  a field 
piece  was  brought  on  shore,  and  planted  on  the 
height,  and  a sharp  fire  kept  up  from  it  upon  the 
Chinese  encampment  below,  upon  the  junks,  and 
latterly  also  upon  the  joss-house,  which  by  positive 
orders  from  captain  Smith,  had,  till  then,  been 
spared,  as  being  considered  on  neutral  ground;  but 
when  the  firing  from  it  continued,  all  pretence  to 
neutrality  of  course  ceased,  and  a great  number  of 
soldiers  were  soon  seen  flying  out  of  if,  and  from 
some  mat  sheds,  through  which  a few  balls  were 
sent,  and  running  back  to  Macao. 

A little  after  4,  all  the  troops  being  landed  250 
zipahis,  120  marines  and  80  seamen,  commanded  by 
captain  Mee  of  the  Bengal  volunteers,  marched 
upon  the  fort,  which  they  found  deserted;  but  a fire, 
when  already  in  the  fort,  was  opened  upon  them 
from  the  junks  and  the  joss  house,  which  was  soon 
silenced  by  the  musketry  from  the  volunteers. — 
The  Chinese  still  on  board  the  junks  tried  to  save 
themselves  by  leaping  into  the  water,  were  many, 
it  is  supposed,  were  killed.  Two  of  the  guns  in  the 
fort,  (they  were  very  large  and  heavy,  in  bulk  equal 
to  32  pounder  carronades,  though  bored  for  18 
pounders  only),  were  disabled,  the  carriage  of  the 
one  being  broken,  and  the  other  broken  to^pieces  by 
a shot. 

All  the  guns  were  spiked,  and  every  thing  else 
in  the  fort  destroyed  and  burned.  A powder  maga- 
zine blew  up,  and  two  men,  w*e  are  sorry  to  say, 
were  severely  hurt  by  the  explosion.  The  Chinese 
encampment  was  next  burnt,  and,  in  fact,  every 
thing  found  on  that  side  of  the  fort  destroyed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  junks,  which  escaped  being 
burnt  from  there  being  no  boats  available  to  get  at 
them.  Many  of  them  were,  however,  so  injured 
by  shot,  that  they  will  probably  never  float  again. 
The  joss-house,  from  which  the  liveliest  fire  had 
been  directed,  escaped  destruction,  as  being  on  neu- 
tral ground,  very  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  assailants,  who  could  only  by  the  strictest  orders 
be  restrained  from  attacking  it  sword  in  hand.  In- 
deed, during  this  affair  capt.  Smith  seemed  to  have 
been  most  anxious  not  to  violate  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  neutrality  of  the  territory  of  Macao,  al- 
though the  Chinese  had  no  such  scruples;  for  not 
only  was  the  joss-house  on  this  side  of  the  barrier, 
and,  therefore,  on  Portuguese  ground,  but  the  great- 
est part  of  the  soldiers  that  occupied  it  marched  to 
it  from  the  town  of  Macao  itself. 

The  forbearance  of  captain  Smith  in  not  attack- 
ing the  enemy  on  neutral  ground  arose,  no  doubt, 
from  due  consideration  of  the  very  peculiar  posi- 
tion in  which  Macao  is  placed  with  regard  to  the 
Chinese,  and  we.hope  that  his  conduct  will  in  future 
be  imitated  by  the  Chinese,  who  can  have  no  reason 
whatever  for  complaining  of  the  Portuguese  in  this 
affair,  when  even  their  soldiers,  although  engaged 
in  active  hostilities,  wrnre  spared  because  they  were 
on  neutral  ground. 

The  English  had  four  men  badly  and  slightly 
wounded,  a marine  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a ball, 
and  had  to  submit  to  amputation  of  the  limb;  another 
was  shot  in  the  body,  and  two,  as  we  have  already 
said,  were  badly  injured  by  the  explosion  of  the 
powder  magazine.  The  loss  of  the  Chinese  cannot 
be  known  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Those 
connected  with  their  mandarins  state  it  as  only  four 
killed,  but  other  statements  at  about  50  or  60  killed, 


and  double  that  number  wounded,  are  probably 
more  correct.  One  shot  was  seen  to  strike  a tanka 
boat  plying  between  the  junks,  and  pulled  by  two 
women;  the  boat  was  shivered  to  pieces,  and  no- 
thing was  seen  of  the  poor  women,  who,  it  is  pos- 
sible, however,  may  have  escaped,  they  being  all 
expert  swimmers. 

We  hear  that  the  Chinese  soldiers  ascribe  their 
defeat  to  the  cowardice  of  their  officers,  who,  they 
say,  were  the  first  to  runaway,  and  that  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  follow  their  example.  What 
the  result  of  this  affair  may  be  it  is  difficult  to  fore- 
see, but  we  hope  that,  having  received  this  severe 
lesson,  the  Chinese  will  hereafter  refrain  from  troub- 
ling Macao.  The  -Chinese  population  has  been  very 
quiet  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  many  families 
removing.  The  Taoutee  it  was  rumored  had  disap- 
peared since  the  fight,  but  we  learn  he  is  now  at 
Casabranca.  The  Kenumin  foo  and  Tso  tang  have 
also  left  Macao. 

The  following  letter  was  circulated  on  Monday 
last: 

“Macao,  August  17,  1840. 

“Sir:  As  the  British  community  residing  in  Ma- 
cao must  be  deeply  interested  in  the  fate  of  Mr. 
Saunton,  lately  seized  by  the  Chinese,  I have  now 
to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to 
them,  that  assurances  have  been  received  from  the 
governor  of  Macao  by  her  majesty’s  officers,  that 
the  Tatife  Yih  left  Macao,  at  7 P.  M.  on  the  11th 
instant,  for  the  sole  purposes  of  laying  before  the 
viceroy,  Linn,  the  strongest  demands  for  the  re- 
lease of  the  aforesaid  British  subject,  and  H.  E.  has 
been  kind  enough  to  state  that  he  will  make  known 
at  the  earliest  period  the  result  of  this  officer’s  mis- 
sion. I have,  &c.  (Signed) 

“M.  Smith,  commanding  blockading  spuadron. 

“To , and  other  British  subjects  in  Macao.” 

From  the  supplement  to  the  Bombay  Gazette,  of 
Dec.  1.  Our  Calcutta  papers  of  the  16th  Novem- 
ber have  arrived,  and  in  a great  measure  confirm  the 
news  we  gave  from  Ctiusan.  The  emperor  has  re- 
ceived admiral  Elliot  with  distinction,  and  agreed  to 
a treaty  to  be  negotiated  at  Canton.  .£3,000, 000 
is  to  be  paid  before  Chusan  is  evacuated.  In  the 
meantime  a letter  has  been  received  at  Malacca, 
which  states  that  our  ships  had  forced  the  passage 
of  the  Bocca  Tigris,  captured  the  forts,  and  proceed- 
ed on  to  Canton. 

Raising  of  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Syria.  The 
following  copy  of  a letter,  addressed  by  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  consul  general  at  Constantinople 
to  the  British  merchants  residing  there  has  been 
transmitted  to  Lloyd’s  by  (heir  agent  at  that  place. 

“ Constantinople , Dec.  7,  1840. 

“Gentlemen:  1 have  been  requested  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  ambassador  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
received  from  his  excellency  the  Ottoman  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  an  official  not  fication,  statingthat, 
in  conseqence  of  the  definitive  occupation  of  the 
coast  of  Syria  by  the  troops  of  his  imperial  majesty 
the  sultan,  the  sublime  poite  has  ordered  the  bloc- 
kade of  the  forts  and  eschelles  of  that  coast  to  be 
raised.  I have  the  honor  tfi  be,  gentlemen,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  “John  Cartwright,  consul  general. 

“To  the  British  merchants.” 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Latest  from  the  river  Plate.  The  bark  R.  H. 
Douglass,  at  this  port  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  brings  co- 
pies ofletters  received  there  from  Montevideo,  fiom 
which  we  make  the  following  extracts.  The  com- 
mercial advices  from  Rio,  received  by  the  R.  II. 
Douglass,  are  three  days  later  than  our  previous  tfc- 
counts,  and  represent  the  markets  to  be  without  any 
change  worth  noting. 

Montevideo,  Nov.  11,  1840.  Since  our  last,  the 
convention  agreed  on  between  the  Buenos  Ayrean 
government  and  the  French,  has  been  duly  ratified 
by  the  house  of  representatives  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  been  declared  open. 
Upwards  of  one  hundred  sail  of  vessels  immediately 
proceeded  up.  Our  dates  from  there  are  to  the  Sill 
inst.  at  which  time  shippers  declined  chartering  ves- 
sels as  no  launches  could  be  procured.  This  diffi- 
culty, however,  will  soon  be  obviated.  Few  or  no 
sales  were  making  there,  and  some  time  will  elapse 
before  business  again  gets  settled  and  confidence  re- 
stored, of  which  there  is  but  little  prospect  until 
either  the  federal  or  Unitarian  party  shall  be  put 
doivn. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  we  beg  to  state,  that  no 
wheat  has  been  sown  in  this  province  in  consequence 
of  heavy  rains  at  sowing  time.  The  consumption 
in  this  city  has  been  from  3,000  to  3,500  barrels  per 
month  while  the  French  squadron  was  in  the  river. 
Emigration  has  also  served  to  increase  it.  Die  pro- 
bable consumption  alter  the  French  leave,  may  be  set 
down  at  2,000  bbls.  per  month.  The  stock  of  wheat 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  is  also  small,  and  flour  will  be 
wanted  there  by  and  by. 
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Late  from  the  Pacific.  By  the  arrival  of  the  Co- 
quette, in  69  days  from  Islay,  in  Peru,  near  Africa, 
we  learn  that  the  Bolivian  congress  had  declared  all 
the  acts  of  the  administration  of  gen.  Santa  Cruz 
valid,  and  ordered  his  property  to  be  restored.  It 
was  the  general  opinion,  both  in  and  out  of  congress, 
that  a revolution  would  shortly  take  place  in  favor  of 
Santa  Cruz. 

The  Peruvian  government  had  informed  the  Boli- 
vian agent  in  Lima,  colonel  Agredo— (authorised 
agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  April  19,  1840,  to  inspect 
the  reduction  of  the  Peruvian  army) — that  they  did 
not  consider  themselves  obliged  by,  and  should  not 
fulfil,  the  treaty  as  regarded  military  matters;  alleg- 
ing, that  the  Bolivian  congress  had  not  approved 
some  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty;  and  they  also  no- 
tified the  inspector  to  suspend  any  measures  that  he 
might  be  about  to  take,  as  inspector,  in  virtue  of 
the  treaty.  Several  notes  had  passed  between  the 
Bolivian  commissioner  and  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

Private  letters  say  that  the  Peruvian  army  had  been 
concentrated  in  the  interior,  and,  instead  of  being  re- 
duced, agreeably  to  the  treaty  with  Bolivia,  is  being 
augmented — that  the  government  continued  as  unpo- 
pular as  ever,  and  that  they  sustain  themselves  in 
power  only  by  their  tyranny,  that  they  make  as  a 
pretext  the  non-approval  of  some  ai  tides  of  the  trea- 
ty, on  the  part  of  Bolivia,  (when  in  fact  the  treaty 
was  entirely  approved)  for  keeping  up  a large  army; 
so  that  the  people  do  not  express  their  opinions,  as 
they  know  from  the  experience  of  others,  what  the 
consequences  would  be. 

General  Pallares,  the  Ecuatorian  charge  de  affairs 
near  the  Bolivian  government,  had  sailed  for  Gau- 
yaquil. 

The  Commercio  of  Lima  says  that  a Peruvian  offi- 
cer had  been  arrested  in  Bolivia,  by  a pariy  of  sol- 
diers, but  that  he  was  released  as  soon  as  presented 
to  their  chief,  who  told  him  it  was  a mistake,  that  he 
had  orders  from  his  government  to  arrest  general 
Pallares,  who  having  conspired  against  the  govern- 
ment, had  fled. 

A consultation  of  the  Peruvian  government  was 
pending  in  a body  called  council  of  state,  regard- 
ing the  claiming,  as  Peruvian  citizens,  any  foreign- 
er who  had  or  might  marry  a Peruvian  lady,  al- 
though he  might  not  choose  to  become  a Peruvian 
citizen. 

MEXICO. 

Tariff  regulations  of  the  stale  of  Yucatan,  adopt- 
ed by  the  tale  congress.  The  ports  open  to  foreign 
commerce,  are  Campeacby  and  Sisal.  For  expor- 
tation only,  the  ports  of  Laguna  and  Bacalar  are 
designated. 

Tne  tonnage  duty  on  foreign  vessels,  from  foreign 
ports  is  fixed  at  $1  50  per  ton,  according  to  her  re- 
gister. Vessels  arriving  in  distress  to  be  subject  to 
charge,  except  that  of  their  anchorage  duty. 

The  officers,  crew  and  passengers  of  all  vessels 
arriving  in  the  port  of  Yucatan,  aie  forbidden  to 
land  without  a permit  from  the  visiting  health  offi- 
cer, under  a penalty  of  $200. 

The  duties  on  importations,  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed $200,  to  be  paid  in  cash;  it  exceeding  that 
sum,  to  be  paid  by  three  instalments  in  the  course 
of  90  days.  The  duties  on  exported  articles,  to  be 
paid  on  the  clearances  of  the  vessel. 

Prohibited  articles.  The  importation  of  the  fol- 
lowing articles  is  prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of 
confiscation,  viz:  cotton,  indigo,  rice,  sugar,  trunks, 
hogs,  chocolate,  coverlids,  sacks,  obscene  pictures, 
beans,  copper  pans,  grain,  meal,  yarn,  soap,  (ex- 
cept scented),  lard,  molasses  and  honey,  combs, 
skin3,  (except  morocco  leather),  clothing,  salt,  tal- 
low and  caudles,  saddles,  straw  hats,  tobacco,  beef, 
shoes. 

Articles  dutyfree.  Live  animals  for  improving 
breeds,  newly  invented  carriages;  wooden  houses; 
instruments  of  agr  culture,  of  science,  or  of  the 
arts;  types  for  printing;  books,  in  sheets  or  bound; 
hops;  sugar  machinery;  specie;  iron  and  steel,  for 
machinery;  maps;  exortic  plants;  leeches;  seeds; 
turning  machinery. 

Export  duty.  All  articles  are  free  of  duty  for  ex- 
portation. except  the  following:  gold,  in  bars,  or 
coin,  I per  ct.;  silver,  2 per  ct.;  logwood,  8 perct. 
Every  captain  and  supercargo,  is  permitted  to  ex- 
port $10J  worth  of  articles,  free  of  duty,  on  ac- 
count of  the  expenses  of  the  vessel. 

General  import  duly.  Fiour,  40  pr.  ct.  ad.  val.; 
olive,  linseed  anil  whale  oil,  20  do.;  steel,  29  do.; 
brandy,  40  do.;  codfish,  20;  empty  bottles,  20;  cot- 
ton goods,  15;  iron  chains,  15;  beef  and  poikin 
bbls.  20;  Cashmere  goods,  20;  wax,  40;  beer  and 
porter  in  bottles,  50;  nails,  15;  sheet  copper,  15; 
glassware,  20;  knives  anil  forks,  20;  linen  goods,  15; 
drugs,  40;  brandy  fruits,  20;  sewing  thread,  20; 
hams,  20;  liquors,  40;  listadoes,  20;  apples,  20; 
mustard,  20;  muslin,  20;  paper,  20;  perfumery,  40; 


cheese,  20;  cutlery,  20;  watches,  6;  clocks,  20; 
vinegar,  40;  wines,  40. 

Destructive  tornado — 500  houses  destroyed.  A tor- 
nado was  experienced  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexi- 
co early  in  November,  which  is  represented  to  have 
been  nearly  as  voilent  as  that  which  visited  Nat- 
chez, and  to  have  been  far  mure  extensive.  They 
had  already  learned  of  its  ravages  for  a length  of  70 
or  80  miles,  by  12  to  15  miles  in  width,  prostrating 
almost  everything  in  its  course.  At  Acapulco, 
more  than  200  houses  are  said  to  have  been  blown 
down;  while  at  Cayuco  the  number  destroyed  is 
stated  at  350.  Consternation  and  distress  were  uni- 
versal among  the  surviving  inhabitants. 

HAVANA. 

Savings  bank.  This  institution  promises  to  rea- 
lize the  brightest  anticipations  of  its  projectors.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  just  published  in  the 
Diario,  for  the  month  of  November  alone,  $21,255 
50  have  been  deposited,  without  bearing  inte- 
rest— withdrawn,  $3,387  62$.  Remaining  in  the 
bank  $12,847  87$.  Deposited  to  bear  interest, 
$13,929  50 — withdrawn,  $414  50.  Remaiidng  in 
the  bank,  $13,515.  Total  deposited,  $26,361  87$. 
Of  the  depositors  33  were  whites,  13  of  whom 
were  for  the  first  time. 

TEXAS. 

Advices  from  Galveston  to  the  16th  ult.  has  been 
received  at  New  Orleans. 

The  idea  of  war  with  Mexico  has  pretty  nearly 
died  away.  It  is  now  ascertained  there  are  no 
Mexicans  approaching  the  frontier;  and  the  receipt 
of  the  English  treaty  with  the  provision  for  the  me- 
diation, assures  to  Texas  for  a time  to  come,  a truce 
from  Mexican  aggression. 

M.  Saligny,  the  French  minister,  has  made  a pro- 
position to  the  Texian  congress,  to  establish  a line 
of  French  settlers  along  the  projected  military  road, 
to  form  a living  barrier  between  the  interior  settle- 
ments and  the  hostile  Indians. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  newspapers  to  increase  the 
duty  on  imported  goods  from  15  to  90  per  cent,  ad 
valorum.  This,  it  is  stated,  would  be  about  equal 
to  15  per  cent,  in  par  funds. 

The  editor  of  the  Galveston  Courier,  in  his  paper 
of  the  lGth,  apologises  for  the  small  quantity  of  edi- 
torial matter,  giving  as  an  excuse,  that  the  judges  of 
the  district  court  had  sent  him  to  prison  for  a con- 
tempt, for  publishing  an  article  on  the  24th  of  the 
previous  month. 

The  English  despatches  for  Mexico,  taken  to 
Texas  by  Mr.  Iken,  have  been  conveyed  by  the 
Texian  ship  of  war  San  Bernard  to  Campeachy, 
thence  to  be  transmitted  to  Mexico.  This  route,  it 
is  stated,  was  intimated  by  general  Hamilton  in 
London. 

No  less  than  six  vessels,  it  is  stated  in  the  Texas 
papers,  were  loading,  at  the  last  advices,  in  Liver- 
pool and  London  for  Texas  ports.  It  is  feared  the 
market  may  be  overstocked  with  British  goods. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Gen.  Harrison’s  departure  for  the  east. 
Yesterday  at  about  12  o’clock,  general  Harrison 
took  his  departure  from  our  city,  from  his  own  west. 
At  an  early  hour,  crowds  of  citizens  congregated  in 
front  of  the  Henrie  House,  anxious  to  see  him  for 
the  last  time  previous  to  his  entering  upon  the  im- 
portant duties  of  the  presidency.  The  numerous 
assemblage  was  not  composed  entirely  of  his  poli- 
tical friends.  Many  who  opposed  his  election  were 
there,  seeming  to  have  forgotten  their  opposition, 
and  appearing  to  feel  that  they  were  assembled  to 
pay  their  respects  to  him  who  had  been  selected  by 
the  free  and  unbought  suffrages  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  most  important 
office  in  the  world. 

It  was  the  general’s  original  intention  to  have 
started  off  privately.  This  course  wa3  approved  by 
many,  but  the  great  mass  felt  an  anxiety  to  embrace 
this  opportunity  of  manifesting  their  love  and  re- 
spect for  him,  who  had  spent  his  life  amongst  them, 
and  who  had  been  called  to  direct  the  destinies  of 
this  free  people.  It  would  have  been  an  affectation 
of  modesty,  if  the  general  had  attempted  to  slip  off 
quietly,  and  without  letting  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ture be  known.  He  was  leaving  the  acquaintances 
and  friends  of  his  youth  and  manhood-— those  for 
whose  interest  he  had  spent  many  a sleepless  night, 
and  weary  day — those  for  whom  he  had  often  pe- 
riled his  fortune — his  life — his  all — those  who  lov- 
ed him  as  a father — those  who  had  stood  by  him 
and  defended  his  character  from  the  envenomed 
shafts  of  malice  and  detraction.  We  say,  we  should 
all  have  had  a right  to  complain,  if  he  had  not  afford- 
ed us  this  opportunity  of  taking  leave  of  our  bene- 
factor and  personal  friend. 

St-veral  of  our  splendid  military  companies,  with- 
out any  previous  understanding,  were  on  the  ground 
to  escort  the  gallant  old  chief  from  his  quarters  to 


the  steamboat  Ben  Franklin,  which  conveys  him  to 
Pittsburgh. 

The  day  was  cloudy  and  the  streets  muddy — a 
carriage  had  been  provided  to  convey  him  to  the 
river,  but  he  preferred  walking.  He  was  escorted 
by  the  Greys,  and  Washington  cadets,  and  an  im- 
mense crowd  of  citizens.  The  Invincibles  were 
on  board  the  boat,  and  the  Citizens’  guards  came 
down  a short  time  alter  he  reached  the  boat  to  fire 
a parting  salute. 

The  crowd  upon  the  wharf  was  immense;  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  had  assembled,  to  take 
leave  of  their  friend  and  benefactor,  and  to  the  na- 
tion’s president.  The  scene  was  touching  and 
sublime.  The  martial  music,  the  military  display, 
the  cannon’s  roar  from  either  shore,  the  vast  multi- 
tude, the  mingling  of  those  who  had  so  recently 
been  engaged  in  fierce  political  strife  to  get  the 
last  look  at  him,  who  was  the  nation’s  hope — was 
a scene  which  no  one  could  witness  unmoved.  We 
never  saw  the  general  more  deeply  affected,  than 
when  from  the  deck  of  the  boat,  in  a short  address 
he  took  leave  of  the  assembled  thousands.  He  spoke 
of  the  difference  of  his  feelings  then,  from  the 
time  when  he  had  landed  at  that  spot  in  his  youth, 
an  humble  ensign  in  the  army  of  his  country.  He 
briefly  contrasted  the  appearance  of  the  country 
then,  when  all  around  was  a dense  and  dark  forest 
except  were  occasionally  the  humble  log  cabin 
varied  the  scene.  The  panther’s  scream  and  the 
fierce  yell  of  the  savage  were  then,  almost  the  only 
sounds  that  broke  upon  the  stillness  of  the  night. 
The  hardy  pioneer  who  at  that  day,  had  thus  far 
penetrated  the  wilds  of  the  west,  was  exposed  to 
dangers  of  every  kind  in  establishing  a home  and 
procuring  subsistence  lor  his  family.  Be  spoke 
briefly  of  the  condition  of  this  rich  valley  now — of 
the  highly  cultivated  fields — the  beatiful  cities  that 
had  sprung  up  as  if  by  magic — of  the  security, 
peace  and  plenty — that  every  where  prevailed — of 
the  noble  steamboats,  which  had  in  so  short  a pe- 
riod taken  the  place  of  the  rude  canoe  ofthe  pioneer 
— of  the  almost  incredible  speed  with  which  they 
wafted  to  our  doors  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
every  clime. 

When  he  spoke  of  the  part  he  had  borne  in  all 
these  changing  scenes,  of  the  interest  he  had  al- 
ways felt  in  the  loved  west — of  the  slanders  that 
had  been  heaped  upon  him,  and  ofthe  proud  vindi- 
cation by  his  countrymen  from  all  these  charges  by 
the  lecent  triumphant  verdict  of  a nation  of  free- 
men, there  was  no  heart  in  all  that  crowd  unmoved. 

When  he  spoke  of  the  vast  responsibilities  of  his 
station — ofthe  importance  ofthe  duties  that  await- 
ed him — of  the  anxiety  he  felt  to  discharge  them 
aright — no  one  unsteeped  in  the  poison  of  prejudice, 
could  for  a moment  doubt,  that  honesty  of  purpose 
and  the  nation’s  weal  would  be  his  compass  and  his 
polar  star. 

He  asked  that  his  opponents  would  cease  their 
railings  against  his  measures  in  advance — that  they 
would  judge  him  by  his  acts — and  if  then  they 
found  him  varying  from  the  course  he  had  pro- 
mised to  pursue — if  they  found  him  deviating  from 
the  high  road  of  genuine  democracy,  he  felt  that  he 
would  merit  their  condemnation  and  rebuke. 

His  address  was  brief,  and  we  heard  him  but  in- 
distinctly, and  therefore  cannot  pretend  to  give  any 
thing  but  a brief  outline  of  his  remarks. 

The  boat  left  the  wharf  about  12  o’clock.  She 
was  crowded  with  citizens  of  this  place  and  Louis- 
ville, who  will  accompany  him  to  Pittsburgh. — 
Some  half  a dozen  of  his  intimate  friends  will  ac- 
company him  throughout  his  journey. 

So  pressing  have  been  the  invitations  he  has  re 
eeived;  and  so  great  is  the  anxiety  of  many  on  his 
route  to  see  him,  that  we  think  it  probable  he  will 
not  reach  Washington  much  before  the  11th  or 
12th  of  February.  [ Cincinnati  Rep.  of  Jan.  27. 

At  Wheeling.  General  Harrison  arrived  in  this 
city  yesterday  afternoon  at  about  half  past  two 
o’clock.  During  the  whole  day  our  wharf  was 
crowded  with  persons  anxiously  awaiting  his  arri- 
val, and  at  about  two  o’clock  the  boat  on  which  he 
came  was  discovered  to  be  in  sight  five  or  six  miles 
down  the  river.  The  fact  wrns  announced  by  the 
discharge  of  cannon,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  the 
splendid  steamer  Ben  Franklin  rounded  the  point, 
and  came  into  port  in  gallant  style.  Four  or  five 
pieces  of  artillery  on  shore  were  fired  without  inter- 
mission, and  the  cannon  on  board  the  boat  responded. 
The  bells  ofthe  city  were  rung,  and  almost  every 
whig  house  displayed  a flag. 

By  the  time  the  boat  arrived  at  the  wharf  the  con- 
course of  people  w'as  tremendous,  and  three  hearty 
cheers  were  given  at  the  moment  she  touched  the 
Virginia  soil.  Gen.  Harrison  was  w’aited  on  by  the 
committee  of  reception,  and  escorted  in  an  open 
carriage  to  the  United  States  hotel,  where  a cordial 
welcome  and  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  were  ten- 
dered to  him  by  S.  Sprigg,  esq.  in  a neat  and  appro- 
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priate  address.  Tfie  general  responded  in  a forcible 
and  happy  manner. 

During  the  afternoon  he  received  the  congratula- 
tions of  thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens  from  every 
point  for  miles  around,  and  in  the  evening  he  was 
escorted  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  Dorsey,  where 
a splendid  entertainment  was  provided,  and  here 
he  was  waited  upon  by  hundreds  more,  including 
our  fair  country  women.  General  Harrison  left 
for  Pittsburgh  at  a late  hour  last  night. 

[ Wheeling  Gaz. 

At  Pittsburg.  The  Pittsburg  Advocate  of  Satur- 
day says:  The  president  elect  arrived  here  yesterday 
afternoon  at  4 o’clock,  in  the  “Ben  Franklin,”  and 
was  received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  He  will 
address  the  people  at  eleven  o’clock  to-day  in  front 
of  Iron’s  hotel,  Wood  street. 

The  Seneca  treaty.  The  meeting  called  in 
Buffalo  in  relation  to  this  treaty,  was  held  at  the 
court  house,  on  Saturday  evening.  Several  In- 
dians spoke  pro  and  con  on  the  subject,  in  the  ver- 
nacular of  the  tribe,  the  sentiments  being  given  in 
English  through  an  interpreter.  Speeches  were 
also  made  by  H.  W.  Rogers  in  favor  of  the  fair- 
ness of  the  treaty  and  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Handdock 
against  it.  Resolutions  affirming  the  fraudulent 
nature  of  the  treaty  were  passed  by  a strong  ma- 
jority. The  Buffalo  Republican,  in  concluding  its 
remarks  on  the  doings  of  the  meeting,  says: 

“It  is  but  fair  to  tell  our  readers,  that  from  all 
we  have  seen  and  heard  of  this  treaty,  it  is  our  de- 
liberate opinion,  that  there  is  now  and  always  has 
been  a majority  both  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 
nation  opposed  to  it,  and  that  foul  and  disgraceful 
means  have  been  used  to  procure  an  ostensible  ma- 
jority of  the  chiefs  to  sign  it.  This  being  our  opi- 
nion, we  would  consider  ourselves  derelict  in  duty 
not  to  express  it,  and  we  shall  give  our  reasons  for 
our  opinion,  as  is  our  privilege,  and  as  we  are  will- 
ing should  be  done  on  both  side.” 

The  western  banks  convention.  The  last 
Louisville  Journal  says:  Nearly  twenty  banks 
were  represented  in  the  late  bank  convention  in 
this  city — the  banks  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana 
and  Tennessee.  The  annexed  resolution,  moved 
by  Mr.  Guthrie,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  communications  from  the 
banks  of  Tennessee,  New'  Orleans  and  Illinois,  be 
referred  to  a committee  of  Messrs.  Tilford,  Gu- 
thrie, Bowles,  Groesbeck,  Wright,  Fitch,  Lanier 
and  Breck,  with  authority  to  make  report  of  such 
measures  as  in  their  opinion  it  is  proper  for  this 
convention  to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  and  the  future  action  of  the 
banks  in  the  west  and  south. 

The  said  committee  immediately  retired;  and, 
after  a short  time,  returned  and  made  a report, 
which  was  read  and  adopted,  in  the  following 
words: 

The  committee  to  whom  W'as  referred  the  com- 
munications from  the  banks  of  Tennessee,  New 
Orleans  and  Illinois,  with  authority  to  report  pro- 
per measures  to  adopt,  in  relation  to  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  and  the  farther  action  of 
the  banks  in  the  west  and  south,  have  had  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  and  report  it  as  their  opi- 
nion that  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentuc- 
ky, ought  not  at  this  time  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments without  farther  concert  with  other  banks  in 
Ihe  west,  and  some  of  the  principal  banks  in  New 
Orleans.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an 
early  resumption  is  alike  demanded  by  the  best 
interests  of  the  banks  and  of  the  community;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  banks  represented  in  this  con- 
vention should  so  shape  their  business  as  to  be  able 
to  resume  at  the  earliest  practicable  day,  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  other  banks  in  the  west 
and  south  to  shape  their  course  for  an  early  re- 
sumption. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  banks  can  avail 
themselves  of  the  proceeds  of  the  last  year’s  crop, 
and  place  themselves  in  a condition  to  resume 
specie  payments  at  an  early  day;  and,  if  most  of 
the  other  banks  in  the  west  and  south  can  be 
brought  to  act  in  concert,  that  resumption  may 
take  place  without  prejudice  to  the  banks  or  the 
community. 

They  think  a committee  should  be  appointed  by 
this  convention  to  correspond  with  the  banks  in  the 
west  and  south,  and  endeavor  to  induce  them  all  to 
act  in  concert  and  place  themselves  in  a condition 
to  resume  specie  payments  at  the  eailiest  possible 
day,  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  call  a 
convention  of  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentuc- 
ky, Tennessee,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  &c. 
whenever  they  may  think  it  expedient,  to  propose 
to  meet  at  Louisville,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing 
on  a day  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 


Complete  census  of  the  United  States 
for  1840.  We  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  our 
readers  with  the  complete  aggregate  results  of  the 
census  for  1840 — and  we  believe  we  are  the  first  to 
give  it  entire.  The  secretary  of  state  furnished  all 
the  returns  he  had  to  the  house,  of  representatives. 
By  the  politeness  of  Mr.  Cist,  we  are  furnished  with 
these.  They  lack,  however,  three  states  and  seve- 
ral counties,  of  which  we  have  the  states  and  part 
of  the  defective  returns,  from  local  papers.  We 
shall  first  give  the  totals  with  the  ratio  of  increase 
for  each,  and  hereafter  furnish  some  comparative 
tables.  [ Cincinnati  Chron. 
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610,014 

737,468 

21 

N.  Hampshire 

269,533 

284,431 

5§ 

(1 

Vermont 

280,679 

291,848 

4 

It 

R.  Island 

97,210 

108,837 

12 

it 

Connecticut 

297,711 

310  023 

44 

it 

New  York 

1,913,508 

2,432,835 

27' 

Ci 

New  Jersey 

320,799 

372,352 

16 

ii 

*PennsyIvania 

1,347,672 

1,700,000 

26 

it 

Delaware 

76,730 

78,120 

2 

it 

Maryland 

446,913 

467,567 

45 

u 

Virginia 

1,211,272 

1,231,444 

2 

it 

N.  Carolina 

738,470 

753,110 

2 

IS.  Carolina 

581,458 

594,439 

2 

ii 

I Georgia 

516,567 

618,166 

20 

it 

Alabama 

308,997 

479,444 

55 

tl 

Mississippi 

^Louisiana 

136,806 

215,575 

376,099 

249.633 

152 

tl 

Tennessee 

684,822 

823,067 

201 

it 

Kentucky 

688,884 

777,359 

13 

ii 

Ohio 

937,679 

1,515,695 

62  J 

a 

Indiana 

341,5S2 

683,314 

100 

it 

Illinois 

157,575 

445,575 

183 

a 

Michigan 

31,260 

211,705 

590 

Missouri 

140,074 

363,761 

160 

<* 

Arkansas 

30,383 

95,642 

220 

a 

Wisconsin 

Iowa 

— 

30,692 

43,035 

— 

a 

(t 

Florida 

34,729 

no  returns 



k 

D.  of  Columbia 

39,858 

43,612 

10 

Totals 

12,856,171 

16,421,004 

33  per  et. 

The  census  now  taken  is  the  sixth  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  shows  conclusively  that 
the  population  of  the  United  States  moves  on  with 
the  same  unilorm  law  of  progression,  without  refer- 
ence to  emigration,  disease  or  any  other  cause. — 
This  taw  is  an  increase  of  one-third  of  the  existing 
population  for  each  period  of  ten  years. 

Representation  of  the  states  in  con- 
gress.— The  result  of  the  new  census  of  the  United 
States  will  soon  be  known,  and  it  will  devolve  upon 
the  present  or  next  congress  to  fix  the  ratio  of  the 
apportionment  of  representatives  from  the  various 
states,  in  the  lower  house  of  congress,  for  the  next 
ten  years.  The  following  tables,  prepared  for  the 
New  York  Express  by  Mr.  E.  Williams,  will 
therefore  be  found  interesting,  as  they  show  the 
progress  of  political  power,  the  increase  of  repre- 
sentatives from  some  of  the  states,  and  the  decline 
of  relative  strength  in  others.  The  census  of  1840 
will  show  a great  increase  of  relative  strength  in 
the  western  states;  while  the  two  great  middle 
states  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  two 
eastern  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  have 
held  their  own  by  an  increase  of  population  equal 
to  the  average  of  the  whole  United  States.  This 
will  not  probably  prove  to  be  the  case  with  most  of 
the  southern  states. 


In  1789,  the  representation  from  the  thirteen 
states  was  fixed  by  the  constitution,  as  in  the  table 
below,  amounting  to  65  members.  There  have 
since  been  five  enumerations  of  the  inhabitants, 
exclusive  of  the  last  for  1840,  under  which  the  ratio 
has  been  fixed  by  acts  of  congress  as  follows: 
Census.  Pop.  of  stales.  Fed.  numbers.  Ratio. 


1790 

3,893,835 

3,614,914 

1800 

5,245,815 

4,890,112 

1810 

7,036,563 

6,584,239 

1820 

9,638,131 

8,969,814 

1830 

12.716,608 

11,928,731 

Unrepresented  fractions. 

1790 

159,914 

1800 

255,112 

1810 

249,268 

1820 

449,814 

1830 

475,478 

33.001 

35.001 

40.001 
47,701 


The  federal  number  is  found  by  adding  three  fifth 
of  ttie  number  of  slaves  to  the  number  of  free  per 
sons. 


*One  county  and  part  of  another  in  Pennsylvania 
were  wanting,  for  which,  however,  we  have  added 
their  proportions. 

tSome  small  counties  are  wanting  in  Georgia,  but 
probably  contain  but  few  inhabitants. 

{The  western  district  of  Louisiana  is  omitted.  This, 
with  Florida,  also  omitted,  will  make  up  about  150,000 
to  be  added  to  the  sum  total. 


The  above  shows  how  difficult  it  has  been  to  fix 
a high  number  for  a ratio,  and  by  how  slow  a pro- 
gress the  numbers  have  been  raised. 

The  following  table  shows  the  apportionment 
under  the  constitution,  and  by  acts  of  congress,  at 
five  subsequent  periods: 

House  of  representatives. 

Old  slates.  17S9  1791  1S02  1812  1822  1832 


New  Hampshire 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6 

5 

Massachusetts 

8 

14 

17 

20 

13 

12 

Rhode  Island 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Connecticut 

5 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

New  York 

6 

10 

17 

27 

34 

40 

New  Jersey 

4 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Pennsylvania 

8 

13 

18 

23 

26 

28 

Delaware 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Maryland 

6 

8 

9 

9 

9 

8 

Virginia 

10 

19 

22 

23 

12 

21 

North  Carolina 

5 

10 

12 

13 

13 

13 

South  Carolina 

5 

6 

8 

9 

9 

9 

Georgia 

3 

2 

4 

6 

7 

9 

65 

101 

128 

153 

154 

160 

New  states. 


Vermont 

*1792 

0 

2 

4 

6 

5 

5 

Kentucky 

1792 

0 

2 

6 

9 

12 

13 

Tennessee 

1796 

0 

2 

3 

6 

9 

13 

Ohio 

1802 

0 

0 

1 

6 

14 

19 

Louisiana 

1812 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

Indiana 

1816 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

Mississippi 

1S17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

o 

Illinois 

1818 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

3 

Alabama 

1819 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

Maine 

1S20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

8 

Missouri 

1821 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Michigan 

1836 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Arkansas 

1836 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total 

65 

107 

142 

181 

213 

242 

Senate 

26  32 

34 

36 

48 

52 

Extra  session. 

“The  Spy 

in  Washin 

gtorv 

alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  nation  was  in  debt  al- 
most twenty  million  of  dollars,  says: 

“I  hear  that  an  informal  meeting  of  the  whig  se- 
nators was  held  last  evening.  All  in  the  city, 
whose  health  permitted,  were  present.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  treasury,  and  the  demands  upon  it,  with 
the  means  provided  to  meet  those  demands,  were 
duly  considered.  The  result  of  their 'deliberations 
was  that  without  an  extra  session,  the  government 
would  be  disgraced.  This,  I understand  was  the 
very  general  impression  of  those  in  attendance. 

Sir  John  Harvey  and  the  boundary.  The 
provincial  legislature  of  New  Brunswick  met  at 
Fredericton  on  the  25th  ult.  and  lieut.  gov.  sir  John 
Harvey  delivered  a speech.  He  concludes  his 
speech  by  alluding,  in  the  following  terms,  to  the 
subject  of  the  boundary: 

“I  regret  that  I have  it  not  in  my  power  as  yet  la 
communicate  to  you  any  definite  arrangement  of 
the  boundary  line.  Exparte  explorations  have 
been  made  on  either  side,  preparatory  to  the  final 
settlement  of  that  important  question,  and  I see  no 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  result  can  be  other- 
wise than  favorable  to  British  interests,  as  well  as 
to  the  continuance  of  that  good  understanding  with 
the  neighboring  states,  which  it  is  the  true  interest, 
and,  I am  convinced,  the  sincere  desire  of  both  na- 
tions cordially  to  promote.” 

Claims  under  the  old  French  treaty. 
Once  more,  we  observe,  the  petitioners  to  congress 
for  the  allowance  of  claims  which  shall  be  lound 
to  be  due  under  the  old  convention  with  France 
have  made  their  appeal  to  the  justice  of  congress 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation  for  the  examination 
and  adjustment  of  those  claims.  For  more  than 
thirty  years  these  claimants  have  been  humble  pe- 
titioners to  congress  for  the  allowance  of  indemnity 
solemnly  guarantied  to  them  by  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  in  a treaty  concluded  with  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  and  they  have  been  petition- 
ers in  vain.  We  have  seen  our  country  on  the 
verge  of  a war  with  that  same  power  because  of 
her  delay  of  a single  year  in  paying  a stipulated 
amount  for  claims  of  our  merchants  of  later  origin, 
whilst  the  government  of  the  U.  States  had  been 
delinquent  to  its  own  citizens  in  regard  to  precisely 
similar  claims  (of  which  it  assumed  the  payment) 
for  nearly  forty  years!  France  redeemed  her  faith, 
and  paid  the  debt  admitted  to  be  due  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  The  government  of  the  U. 
States,  even  after  this  example,  persists  in  its  dis- 
regard of  its  solemn  obligation  to  its  own  citizens, 
for  which  the  government  received  value  now  more 
than  forty  years  ago. 

The  government  took  the  property  of  these 
claimants,  at  its  own  valuation,  and  applied  it  to 
its  own  use,  and,  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  con- 
stitution, has  refused  them  compensation  for  it. 


*Date  of  admission  into  the  union. 
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The  claims  of  these  petitioners  were  good  and 
valid  against  France.  She  acknowledged  them,  in 
etfect,  to  be  well  founded;  and  our  government  re- 
linquished them  to  France,  upon  condition  that 
France  would  discharge  the  United  States  from  the 
burdensome  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
entered  into  in  1778.  As  we  all  know,  France  ha3, 
since  that  relinquishment,  made  indemnity  for  other 
claims.  When  the  commissioners  sat  here,  some 
years  ago,  to  distribute  the  fund  received  from 
France,  these  petitioners  applied,  among  others,  for 
indemnity  out  of  that  fund.  But  they  were  told, 
and  properly  told,  that  they  could  receive  nothing, 
as  their  claims  had  been  formally  and  solemnly  re- 
linquished and  surrendered  to  France  by  our  own 
government,  by  the  treaty  of  1800.  Other  claim- 
ants, therefore,  divided  the  whole  fund  among  them- 
selves, and  tbese_  claimants  got  nothing. 

From  other  governments  we  have  insisted  on  and 
obtained  indemnity;  but  where  we  owe  it  ourselves, 
we  do  not  pay  it.  He  whose  claim  was  suffered  to 
remain  against  France  has  got  his  pay;  but  he 
whose  claim  was  on  his  own  government  has  yet 
received  nothing.  Is  this  just?  Is  it  honorable?  Is 
it  consistent  with  our  professions  of  regard  for  the 
faith  of  treaties?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  a stair, 
on  the  national  escutcheon,  which  no  time  should 
he  lost  in  effacing? 

We  do  not  know  that  we  are  acquainted  with  a 
single  individual  interested  in  these  claims.  The 
subject  is  one  upon  which  we  have  no  feeling  but 
that  of  a sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  national  cha- 
racter. But,  without  any  personal  knowledge  of  any 
of  the  claimants,  we  cannot  but  feel  some  sympa- 
thy also  for  them.  Many  of  the  original  claimants 
are  now  no  more,  and  their  widows  and  orphans  it 
is  who  throng  the  doors  of  congress,  and  supplicate 
relief.  Those  of  the  original  claimants  who  yet 
survive  have  grown  old  in  waiting  for  what  is  their 
own  by  right. 

We  will  conclude  these  few  observations  with  the 
following  passage  from  a letter  from  one  of  these 
surviving  claimants,  a respectable  man,  a native  of 
the  island  of  Nantucket,  and  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  which  has  just  now  accidentally 
fallen  into  our  hands. 

“I  am  now,”  says  he,  “in  my  eightieth  year,  I 
was  one  of  the  original  owners  of  a valuable  whale 
ship,  ladened  with  oil,  (captured  before  1800  by  the 
French),  which  was  taken  from  me,  for  valuable 
national  purposes,  by  my  own  government.  For 
more  than  forty  years  I have  been  soliciting  that 
government  to  perforin  a simple  and  clear  act  of 
justice,  but  hitherto  have  solicited  in  vain.  In  the 
course  of  nature,  after  a few  more  years  of  delay, 
the  justice  of  government  will  come  too  late  for 
me.” 

This  simple  appeal,  it  seems  to  us, ought  to  make 
its  way  to  every  heart.  [No/.  Int. 

American  iron.  A writer  in  the  National  Ga- 
zette estimates  ttie  present  consumption  of  iron  in 
this  country  at  three  hundred  thousand  tons,  and 
the  average  annual  expenditure  of  each  member  of 
the  community  therelor,  at  two  dollars  sixty  five 
cents.  The  present  selling  price  of  bar  iron  is 
about  one  hundred  dollars  per  ton,  and  it  i3  asserted 
that  it  can  be  produced  in  the  anthracite  coal  region 
for  less  than  forty  dollars,  or  much  less  than  the 
amount  of  expenses  and  duty  upon  that  which  is 
imported.  He  supposes  that  the  reduction  of  prices 
that  must  take  place  whenever  the  new  works  shall 
become  capable  of  supplying  the  demand,  will  tend 
to  increase  greatly  the  amount  per  head,  because 
of  the  substitution  of  iron  for  numerous  purposes 
for  which  wood  is  now  used,  and  because  of  the 
increased  facility  of  supplying  demands  of  every 
description  that  may  arise;  but  admitting  that  the 
average  annual  expenditure  of  each  person  shall  con- 
tinue the  same;  and  that  the  reduction  in  the  prices 
shall  be  only  twenty-five  percent,  he  estimates  that 
there  will  be  required  in  1850  not  less  than  550,000 
tons  to  supply  the  demand  of  a population  that  will 
then  amount  to  from  twenty-three  to  twenty-five 
millions. 

The  quantity  required  for  that  of  1860  then 
amounting  to  about  thirty  millions,  will  be  nearly 
a million  of  tons  of  iron  ore,  and  six  millions  of  tons 
of  cool  for  its  conversion  into  the  various  forms  in 
which  it  is  to  be  used,  from  the  water  pipe  and 
stove  to  the  pen  knife.  The  production  of  Great 
Britain  has  risen  in  twenty  years,  from  400,000  tons 
to  a million  and  a half,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  any 
reason  why  that  of  (he  United  States  may  not  in- 
crease as  rapidly.  If  these  calculations  be  verified 
by  time,  those  who  have  invested  their  means  in  the 
coal  and  iion  lands  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  im- 
provements leading  thereto,  will  have  little  cause 
to  regret  it.  In  England  acres  of  coal  land  sell  for 
hundreds  of  pounds  and  we  see  little  reason  to  doubt 
that  such  will  be  the  case  here,  as  our  population  will 


speedily  equal  that  ot  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  will  double  itself  again  in  little  more  than  twen- 
ty years,  and  with  every  increase  in  the  number  of 
consumers,  there  must  be  an  increase  in  the  value 
of  the  land  which  yields  the  commodity  that  is  to  be 
consumed. 

Anthracite  iron  is  appropriately  termed  in  the 
Philadelphia  Commercial  list  the  second  staple  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  first  being  coal.  That  paper  re- 
marks that  although  not  one  year  ha3  elapsed  since 
it  was  brought  into  use,  it  has  already  increased  with 
a rapidity  that  may  fairly  be  taken  as  the  harbinger 
of  what  it  is  destined  to  become  in  a few  years. — 
Within  the  brief  period  of  nine  months  there  have 
been  constructed  and  are  now  in  blast,  three  fur- 
naces, making  iron  of  the  first  quality,  with  no  other 
fuel  than  anthracite  coal.  They  have  been  in  blast 
from  three  to  five  months,  and  turn  out  each  from 
40  to  50  tons  of  pig  iron,  weekly.  During  this  time 
many  experiments  have  been  made,  in  nearly  all  of 
which  it  has  been  satisfactory  ascartained  that  they 
can  be  managed  and  kept  in  order  as  easily,  as  the 
furnaces  using  charcoal  or  coke.  Two  more  fur- 
naces are  erected,  which  are  to  be  put  in  blast  this 
month.  Sixteen  more  furnaces  are  already  erected, 
or  are  now  in  progress,  all  of  which  will  use  anthra- 
cite coal.  Four  large  rolling  mills  with  puddling 
furnaces  are  erected,  one  of  which  is  in  successful 
operation,  and  the  other  will  soon  commence  manu- 
facturing with  coal  as  fuel.  Two  additional  mills 
are  to  be  put  up  this  winter  and  next  spring. 

The  above  twenty-one  furnaces  and  six  rolling  mills 
with  their  puddling  furnaces,  will  all  use  anthracite 
coal  as  fuel.  Thirteen  of  the  furnaces  and  five  of 
the  mills,  are  located  on  the  line  of  the  Lehigh  and 
Morris  canal,  and  will  create  a tonnage  including 
ore,  coal,  limestone  and  pig  iron  227,500  tons,  of 
which  amount  there  will  be  90,000  tons  of  coal  ob- 
tained from  the  Lehigh  mines.  [Har.  Tel. 

The  military  academy.  Regulations  relative 
to  the  admission  of  cadets  into  the  military  academy. 
As  frequent  inquiries  are  made  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  procuring  admission  into  the  military  aca- 
demy, all  persons  interested  in  the  subject  are  hereby 
informed  that  applications  should  be  made  by  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  war.  Applications  can  be  made, 
at  any  time,  by  the  candidate  himself,  his  parent, 
guardian  or  any  of  his  friends.  No  preference  will 
be  given  to  applications  on  account  of  priority,  nor 
will  any  applications  be  entered  in  the  register, 
where  the  candidate  is  under  or  above  the  prescrib- 
ed age;  nor  will  any  application  be  considered  in 
cases  where  the  age  and  other  qualifications  of  the 
candidates  are  not  stated.  The  fixed  abode  of  the 
candidate  must  be  set  forth  in  the  application. 

Applications,  if  not  renewed  annually,  will  not 
be  reconsidered.  This  renewal  may  be  effected  by 
letter  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  merely 
stating  the  fact  of  such  renewal. 

In  the  month  of  February  or  March  annually,  the 
appointments  are  made  from  among  the  applicants 
whose  names  are  on  the  register,  care  being  taken 
to  distribute  them  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  so  as  to  give  one  cadet  to  each  congres- 
sional district,  except  in  the  states  of  Delaware, 
Arkansas  and  Michigan,  which,  in  consideration  of 
the  large  unrepresented  fraction  in  the  first,  and 
the  growing  population  in  the  others,  will  be  al- 
lowed two  cadets  each.  As  a general  remark,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  no  certain  information  can 
be  given  as  to  the  probable  success  of  a candidate 
before  the  arrival  of  the  period  for  making  the  se- 
lections, as  the  number  of  vacancies,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances proper  to  be  taken  into  view,  cannot 
be  anticipated.  Persons,  therefore,  making  appli- 
cations, must  not  expect  to  receive  information  on 
this  point. 

As  a general  rule,  no  person  can  be  appointed 
who  has  had  a brother  educated  at  the  institution. 

All  applications  are  regularly  registered,  to  be 
considered  at  the  proper  time. 

Qualifications.  Candidates  must  be  over  sixteen 
and  under  twenty  one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
enterance  into  the  military  academy;  must  be  at 
least  five  feet  in  height,  and  free  from  any  de- 
formity, disease  or  infirmity,  which  would  render 
them  unfit  for  the  military  service,  and  from  any 
disorder  of  an  infectious  or  immoral  character. — 
They  must  be  able  to  read  and  write  well,  and  per- 
form, with  facility  and  accuracy,  the  various  opera- 
tions of  the  four  ground  rules  of  arithmetic,  of  re- 
duction of  simple  and  compound  proportion,  and  of 
vulgar  and  dicimal  fractions. 

J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

War  department , Jan.  21,  1840. 

We  copy  from  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the 
23d  lilt,  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Wise,  of  Va. 
to  his  constituents.  The  consideration  which  he 
names  as  those  which  will  influence  him  in  making 
the  nomination  referred  to,  are  worthy  of  his  cha- 


racter, and  such  as  will  be  acknowledged  to  be  just 
and  patriotic. 

To  my  constituents.  You  are  notified  by  the  sub- 
joined letter  from  the  war  department,  that  you 
will  be  entitled  to  the  appointment  of  a cadet  to 
the  military  academy,  when  the  selections  shall  be 
made  in  February  or  March  next.  You  are  also 
advised  of  the  regulations  relative  to  the  admission 
and  qualification  of  cadets;  and  you  will  see  that  I 
am  requested  to  nominate  an  individual  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  and  that  no  names  of  applicants  from  my 
district  have  been  entered  or  renewed  the  present 
year.  Now,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  make  this 
nomination  impartially,  I respectfully  request  those 
of  you  who  desire  the  appointment,  to  transmit  to 
me  the  names  of  applicants,  at  the  same  time  that 
letters  are  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
conformity  with  the  regulations.  The  applications 
had  better  be  made  immediately,  but  I will  post- 
pone the  nomination  to  the  latest  day  in  February 
or  March  allowed  by  the  department.  In  making 
the  nomination,  I shall  be  governed,  next  to  the 
intellectual  and  moral  character  of  the  applicant, 
by  his  condition  and  connection  in  life.  All  else 
equal,  I shall  nominate  the  penniless  and  friendless 
youth,  especially  if  he  be  fatherless,  or  if  his  father 
have  rendered  signal  services,  or  made  great  sacri- 
fices for  the  country.  Not  for  a moment  if  it  be 
possible  to  drive  it  out  of  my  mind,  shall  a thought 
of  the  politics  or  paity  of  his  friends  be  made  a 
consideration.  Proud  that  none  from  my  district 
have  been  importuning  for  this  appointment  here- 
tofore, I invite  all  who  desire  or  are  in  need  of 
it,  now  to  become  applicants.  And  to  give  general 
information  to  my  constituents,  I respectfully  re- 
quest the  Richmond  and  Norfolk  papers  of  both 
parties,  to  give  this  circular  an  insertion,  and  if 
there  be  any  charge,  to  transmit  the  account  to  me. 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

Washington,  Jan.  7,  1841. 

the  army. 

Appropriations  for  the  Florida  war.  In  reply  to 
inquiries  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  the 
secretary  of  war  states  that  the  following  appropri- 
ations will  be  immediately  required,  and  urges  the 


early  action  of  congress  thereon. 

For  the  quartermaster’s  department,  $1,300,000 
For  the  commissary  general  of  subsis- 
tence, 222,421 

For  pay  of  1,500  mounted  volunteers.  489,011 

For  pay  of  500  foot  volunteers,  77,206 

For  pay  of  arrears  for  Florida  militia  in 

1840,  221,244 

For  pay  of  arrears  for  a battallion  of 
Georgia  volunteers  in  1840,  29,446 

For  the  ordinance  department,  30,000 

For  the  medical  department,  16,000 


$2,385,327 

We  are  requested  to  state  that  Messrs.  Beall,  New- 
ton and  Hardee,  of  the  United  States  army,  who 
were  among  the  passengers  in  the  Louis  Philleppe 
for  Havre,  on  the  9th  instant,  were  a commission 
appointed  by  the  secretary  of  war  to  digest  and 
report  a system  of  tactics,  &c.  for  the  cavalry  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

[ Norfolk  Beacon,  Dec.  16. 

The  above  paragraph  being  calculated  to  convey 
erroneous  impressions,  we  think  it  proper  to  give  the 
actual  state  of  the  case. 

A year  or  two  since,  as  our  readers  know,  three 
officers  of  the  first  regiment  of  dragoons  were  sent 
to  Europe,  with  the  view  to  examine  into  the  various 
systems  of  tacties  and  exercise  practised  by  those 
nations,  which  have  long  employed  cavalry  as  a 
component  part  of  their  armies. 

These  officers  [lieutenants  Eustis,  Turner  and 
Kearny]  entered  the  school  at  Saumur,  and  passed 
through  a regular  course  of  cavalry  instruction;  and 
having  returned  from  their  visit,  with  obvious  im- 
provement of  their  store  of  knowledge  in  their  pe- 
culiar arm  of  service,  the  secretary  of  war,  in  the 
same  spirit  of  liberality  and  regard  for  the  interest 
of  the  army,  has  now  granted  permission,  or  given 
orders,  to  the  three  officers  above  named,  of  the 
second  regiment  of  dragoons,  so  that  that  regiment 
may  enjoy  equal  advantages  with  the  first;  they  will 
likewise  go  through  a similar  course  of  instruction 
at  Saumur. 

The  officers  of  the  first  dragoons  brought  with 
them  to  this  country  a copy  of  the  French  system 
of  tactics,  which  two  of  them  have  been  since  en- 
gaged in  translating.  The  translation  is  completed, 
and  will  be  submitted  to  a board  of  army  officers 
for  examination;  if  approved,  it  will  be  adopted 
into  our  service.  [Army  Navy  Chron. 

Modern  improvements  in  weapons  and  instruments 
of  war.  The  New  York  American  has  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  some  of  the  items  contained  in  the 
preliminary  report  made  by  several  officers  of  the 
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ordinance  department,  who  last  year,  by  order  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  visited  Europe,  with  a view  to 
examine  and  report  upon  any  improvements  in  fire- 
arms and  other  implements  of  war. 

The  principal  change  in  the  small  arras  in  Eng- 
land, France  and  indeed  throughout  Europe,  is  in 
the  lock,  which  is  now  universally  on  the  percussion 
principle,  instead  of  the  flint.  Our  service  still  re- 
tains the  old  slow  and  uncertain  flint.  This  should 
be  changed.  These  officers  have  reported  the  mode 
in  which  the  old  locks  and  barrels  are  altered  for  the 
use  of  percussion  locks. 

The  officers  visited  all  the  public  and  private 
foundries  of  cannon,  manufactories  of  small  arms, 
and  many  of  those  of  gunpowder,  in  Great  Britain, 
and  were  every  where  received  with  entire  kindness 
and  openness.  Several  field  and  heavy  cannon,  to 
serve  as  models,  were  ordered  at  the  works  of 
Messrs.  Walker,  of  Birmingham. 

From  Great  Britain  the  officers  proceeded  to  Swe- 
den, and  concerning  one  of  the  vast  arsenals  in 
Stockholm,  we  have  this  curious  fact — 

Arsenals  at  Stockholm..  One  of  these  establish- 
ments, for  clothing,  camp  and  hospital  equipage,  &c. 
contains  cloth  sufficient  for  clothing  an  army  of  forty 
thousand  men  six  years,  and  it  is  preserved  by 
means  of  curtains  of  canvass  saturated  with  tar, 
which  enclose  it,  closely  packed  in  piles  aboutseven 
feet  square. 

Woollen  cloths  thus  stored  remain  secure  from 
moths  many  years  without  being  aired. 

Several  carriages  for  field  artillery,  a travelling 
forge  and  caisson,  were  sent  as  patterns  to  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Of  the  excellence  of  these  carriages,  and  the 
skill  of  the  Swedish  flying  artillery,  we  have  this 
evidence. 

The  board  were  present,  by  invitation,  to  observe 
the  manoeuvres  of  two  eight  gun  batteries  of  horse 
artillery,  which  were  executed  with  great  rapidity, 
turning  upon  roads  only  eighteen  feet  wide,  (with 
six  horses  to  each  carriage),  crossing  deep  ditches 
and  other  difficult  places  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  perfection  of  the  carriages,  and  especially 
the  effect  of  the  regulator,  in  relieving  the  wheel 
horses  from  the  weight  and  violent  motions  of  the 
pole. 

The  celebrated  iron  mines  of  Dannemora  are  thus 
described: 

These  great  and  celebrated  mines  are  about  eighty 
miles  north  from  Stockholm,  and  produce  oresyield- 
ing  from  50  to  80  per  cent,  ofiron. 

They  have  been  wrought  upwards  of  one  thousand 
years,  and  are  now  about  six  hundred  feet  in  depth. 
The  iron  made  from  the  Dannemora  mines  is  all  sold 
at  prices  far  exceeding  any  other  made  in  Sweden, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  converted  into  steel  in 
England. 

Passing  from  Sweden  to  Russia,  several  days 
were  advantageously  spent  at  the  camp  of  Krasnoe 
Selo,  where  the  imperial  guard, 36,000  infantry  and 
15,000  cavalry,  were  manoeuvring  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  emperor. 

A huge  military  arsenal  exists  at  St  Petersburg. 
The  gun  room  of  the  main  building  forms  three 
sides  of  a square,  the  front  being  500  feet,  and 
each  side  or  wing  350  feet  long,  and  contain  400,000 
arms. 

Other  rooms  of  equal  capacity  are  filled  with  600 
filed  cannon,  mounted  upon  carriages,  or  ready  to 
be  mounted;  with  caissons,  forges,  &c.  complete, 
large  quantities  of  equipments,  ancient  arms  and 
armor  of  every  age  and  form,  models,  &c. 

The  board  passed  through  Prussia  to  France,  visit- 
ing all  places  and  establishments  connected  with 
their  duty. 

At  Liege,  muskets  of  our  model  are  completed 
for  $6  each,  (30  francs). 

The  arsenal  at  Douxi  is  vast  and  well  filled. 

The  arsenal  is  one  of  the  largest  in  France.  The 
workshops  are  spacious  and  well  arranged;  the 
stock  of  materials  large  and  conveniently  assorted; 
among  which  there  is  timber  for  3,000  carriages, 
harness  complete,  or  in  parts,  40,000  horses,  &c. 

It  contains  upwards  of  2,000  new  bronze  field  and 
siege  cannon,  a number  which  is  daily  augmented 
by  the  active  operations  of  the  foundry. 

It  is  nearly  destitute  of  machines;  manual  labor, 
performed  by  soldiers,  being  cheaper  than  steam 
power. 

There  are  many  other  curious  items  of  informa- 
tion in  this  report,  for  which  we  must  refer  to  the 
volume  that  contains  it. 

Wherever  they  went,  our  officers  were  received 
with  great  courtesy,  and  all  establishments,  public 
and  piivate,  were  freely  thrown  open  to  their  inspec- 
tion. 

Militia.  We  find  by  the  recently  printed  Army 
Register  for  1841,  by  the  adjutant  general  of  the 
army,  a general  abstract  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows: 


675  general  officers,  2,846  general  staff  officers, 
15,941  field  officers,  &c.  52,413  company  officers, 
total  commissioned  officers  72,050,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  artificers  and  privates 
1,431,902.  Aggregate  1,503,952. 

The  state  of  Maryland  has  22  general  officers,  68 
general  staff'officers>544  field  officers  1,763  company 
officers,  total  2,397  commissioned  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  artificers  and  privates 
44,467.  Aggregate  46,864. 

THE  NAVY. 

Proposed  convention  of  naval  officers.  A “naval 
officer  known  and  respected,”  says  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  the  21st.  ult.  is  the  author  of  a com- 
munication in  its  columns,  over  the  signature  of 
“Nicholas  Neptune,  U.  S.N.”  in  which  he  urges  the 
holding  of  a convention  of  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
“in  order,”  amongst  other  objects,  “to  give  a tongue 
to  the  navy  itself;”  and  he  thinks  that  “the  voice  of 
the  navy,  once  raised  to  tell  its  own  pitiable  condi- 
tion, and  to  ask  for  succour,  would  not  pass  utiheed- 
ed.”  In  a postscript,  the  writer  requests  “all  papers 
in  favor  of  a naval  convention,  to  say  aye,  and  sup- 
port the  call.” 

At  first  blush  the  proposition  strikes  us  as  being 
exceedingly  injudicious.  Conventions  are  appropri- 
ate for  concentrating  and  devising  means  of  organi- 
zation, where  there  is  no  legal  and  established  autho- 
rity; but  where  there  is,  or  ought  to  be  the  strictest 
organization  and  discipline  established  by  law,  and 
where  obedience  is  as  indispensable,  as  it  is  in  the 
military  or  naval  service,  the  idea  of  organizing  a dis- 
tinct, not  to  say  a counter  authority  or  influence,  to 
those  of  the  government  and  the  laws,  would  seem 
to  be  a kind  of  radical  insuboration,  and  of  a very 
dangerous  tendency.  Be  the  occasion  for  reform 
ever  so  great,  if  we  cannot  depend  upon  the  govern- 
ment in  its  organized  and  responsible  departments, 
to  take  whatever  measures  may  be  required  to  ascer- 
tain the  evils,  as  well  as  to  suggest  and  carry  out 
adequate  remedies,  we  must  have  very  little  faith, 
indeed,  in  our  political  system,  and  too  much  faith 
in  the  results  of  less  systematized  and  altogether 
irresponsible  agencies,  if  we  hope  better  results 
from  their  attempts.  If  the  government  really  re- 
quire the  aid  and  council  of  experienced  officers  in 
a task  of  reform,  they  can  command  it  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  no  doubt  would  do  so,  if  they  conceived 
it  necessary.  But  let  there  be  no  attempt  at  unau- 
thorised, or  even  unordered  movements  of  either  the 
army  or  the  navy,  or  of  their  officers.  The  impres- 
sive lesson  given  to  this  country  in  the  case  of  the 
famous  Newburg  letters,  at  the  close  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  should  never  be  forgotten.  General 
Washington  during  bis  first  presidential  term,  advis- 
ed congress  to  prohibit  by  law,  the  formation  of 
self  created  secret  political  associations.  What 
would  he  have  said  of  self-created  associations  of 
army  or  navy  officers,  openly  avowed  to  be  for  the 
purpose  of  changing,  if  not  of  hostility  to  the  laws 
by  which  they  are  or  ought  to  be  governed?  If  ei- 
ther the  laws  or  the  administration  of  the  laws  re- 
quire reform,  it  would  be  better  to  resort  for  a re- 
medy to  the  authorities  expressly  constituted  for 
the  purpose  of  government. 

The  author  of  the  suggestion,  in  proposing  a con- 
vention of  officers,  no  doubt,  was  actuated  by  the 
most  friendly  solicitude  for  the  navy,  and  for  the 
welfare  and  honor  of  our  country,  to  which  the  na- 
vy has  already  so  largely  contributed — but  he  has 
certainly  mistaken  the  method  by  which  an  improve- 
ment of  its  condition  should  be  sought. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

U.  S.  senator.  The  hon.  George  Evans,  (whig), 
was  elected,  on  Thursday  last,  by  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  represent  it  in  the 
United  States  senate,  for  six  years  from  and  after 
the  3rd  of  March  next.  In  the  house,  Mr.  Evans, 
received  a majority  of  10  votes  over  Fairfield;  and 
in  the  senate  a majoiity  of  6. 

Bunks.  According  to  an  abstract  of  the  returns 
from  the  banks  of  the  state,  made  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  last  month,  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock 
of  the  banks  paid  in  was  $4,371,500;  amount  of 
bills  in  circulation  $1,754,390;  deposites  on  inter- 
est $136,909;  not  on  interest  $733,834;  due  to  other 
banks  $45,281.  The  amount  ofspecie  was  $ 269,729; 
due  from  other  banks  $600,894;  bills  of  other  banks 
in  the  state  $146,550;  out  of  the  state  $67,187; 
note3  and  bills  discounted  $5,820,792;  real  estate 
$322,750. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Gov.  Davis’  message  on  the  north  eastern  bounda- 
ry. The  following  is  the  message  of  gov.  Davis, 
on  transmitting  to  the  senate  of  thi3  state  last  week, 
some  resolutions  relative  to  the  north  eastern  boun- 
dary, from  the  states  of  Maine  and  Indiana. 


To  the  president  of  the  senate: 

I found  among  the  files  placed  in  my  hands  by 
my  predecessor,  resolutions  from  the  states  of 
Maine  and  Indiana — and  in  conformity  with  the  ob- 
ject or  those  states,  I transmit  them  for  the  informa- 
tion and  use  of  the  two  houses.  These  resolutions 
were  adopted  in  regard  to  the  north  eastern  bounda- 
ry, and  I may  be  permitted  in  this  connexion  to  add, 
that  I see  little  prospect  of  an  early  adjustment  of 
this  disturbing  matter;  indeed,  I fear  there  is  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  ol  Great  Britain  to  bring  it  to  an 
issue  upon  its  merits. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1783  are  plain  and  in- 
telligible, and  not  easily  perverted.  They  make 
the  elevation  of  land,  which  divides  the  rivers  that 
flow  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  dividing  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada  on  the  north.  On  the 
east  the  treaty  provides  that  the  line  shall  be  run 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  directly  north  to 
this  highland  which  so  divides  these  waters,  and  at 
the  point  of  intersection  shall  be  the  north  west  an- 
gle of  Nova  Scotia.  When  we  consider  the  provi- 
sions of  this  treaty,  and  the  known  facts,  it  seems 
impossible  that  any  question  raising  a doubt  can 
exist.  The  question  is,  where  does  the  treaty  place 
the  north  west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 

We  know  there  is  a river  called  the  St.  Lawrence, 
having  many  streams  rising  in  the  highlands  south 
of  it,  and  flowing  into  it.  We  know  also  that  seve- 
ral rivers  rise  on  the  otherside  of  these  high  grounds 
and  flowing  in  a southerly  direction  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  The  existence  of  these  streams  is 
unquestioned,  and  that  necessarily  places  beyond  all 
doubt  the  fact  that  their  sources  must  be  separated 
by  land  high  enough  to  divide  them,  for  such  is  the 
law  of  nature. 

We  know  also  that  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  has 
been  ascertained,  and  a monument  erected  by  agree- 
ment. We  know  further  that  from  this  monument 
a line  has  been  traced  directly  north  some  40  miles, 
to  a place  near  Mars  Hill. 

All  that  remains,  therefore  to  be  done,  according  to 
the  treaty,  is  to  continue  this  line  to  the  lands  that 
divide  the  waters  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence, 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  at 
the  end  of  it  is  the  north  west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 
It  is  impossible  to  comprehend  how  any  serious  ob- 
stacle to  the  accomplishment  of  this  can  exist. — 
Another  half  century  may  pass  away,  and  addition- 
al folios  may  be  written — the  country  may  be  ex- 
plored, and  new  things  discovered,  but  these  facts 
will  never  be  changed,  or  the  decisive  character  of 
the  evidence  in  support  of  the  treaty. 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  painful  to  see  the 
measures  pursued  in  support  of  a groundless  pre- 
tension to  take  from  us  a territory  larger  than  our 
state,  as  their  tendency  is  to  disturb  our  pacific  re- 
lations, and  bring  the  two  countries  into  a conflict. 

The  late  report  of  the  British  commissioners,  if  it 
be  characteristic  of  the  policy  to  be  pursued,  may 
well  fill  the  public  mind  with  indignation — and  the 
false  reasoning  and  unwarrantable  conclusions  con- 
tained in  it,  ought  to  be  fully  exposed.  It  is  not, 
however,  within  our  province  to  adjust  the  contro- 
versy; yet  having  a great  interest  at  stake  in  that  ter- 
ritory, as  well  as  in  the  peace  and  honor  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  it  would  seem  no  more  than  just  to  re- 
spond to  this  call  upon  us  by  our  sister  state — to 
extend  to  her  our  sympathy  for  the  manifold  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  her,  and  to  assure  congress  of  our 
hearty  disposition  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
country. 

Finances.  The  report  of  the  treasurer-of  Massa- 
chusetts states  the  whole  amount  of  the  funded  debt 
of  the  state,  exclusive  of  the  loan  of  script  to  certain 
rail  roads,  $609,137. 

Besides  this  debt,  the  state  has  loaned  its  credit 
to  five  different  rail  roads,  by  the  issue  of  script 
bearing  interest  at  5 per  cent,  and  redeemable  most- 
ly at  different  per  iods  from  1S57  to  1870,  on  w’hicli 
it  holds  the  guaranty  of  the  respective  rail  roads, 
with  a pledge  of  the  entire  property  of  the  said  rail 
roads,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal 
of  the  said  script.  The  amount  of  script  thus  is- 
sued is  $3,300,000  to  the  Western  rail  road, $500, 000 
to  the  Eastern,  $400,000  to  the  Norwich  and  Wor- 
cester, $150,000  to  the  Andover  and  Haveihili  and 
$100,000  to  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  rail  road. 
An  issue  of  like  script  to  the  Nashau  and  Lowell 
rail  road,  to  the  amount  ol'  $50,600,  redeemable  in 
1846,  has  been  returned  to  the  treasury. 

The  principal  receipts  of  revenue  during  the  year 
were,  from  the  bank  tax  $344,368;  and  from  the 
auction  tax  $52,746. 

The  principle  expenses  were,  for  the  pay  of 
members  of  the  legislature  $96,397;  salaries  estab- 
lished by  law,  civil,  judiciary  and  military,  includ- 
ing judges  and  registers  of  probate,  and  clerks  of 
the  executive  departments,  $71,162;  county  balances 
$64,236;  and  paper  accounts  $45,805. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  6,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


359 


The  income  of  1841  from  sources  already  pro- 
vided, is  likely  to  fall  short  of  $400,000. 

Black  and  White.  The  bill  to  repeal  that  section 
of  the  marriage  act  which  prohibits  intermarriage 
between  whites  and  the  blacks,  came  up  on  Satur- 
day. Mr.  Bradburn  of  Nantucket  advocated  the 
bill  at  some  length.  Mr.  Park  of  Boston,  said  he 
should  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  not  for  the 
reasons  given  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but 
because  the  statute  proposed  to  be  repealed,  was  an 
act  regulating  a matter  of  taste,  and  he  thought  all 
such  laws  had  better  be  stricken  from  the  statute 
book.  He  considered  this  subject  as  much  a mat- 
ter of  taste,  as  whether  a woman  should  wear  a 
black  or  white  ribbon  on  her  bonnet. 

The  bill  passed  to  a third  reading  by  a vote  of  144 
to  92.  [ Boston  Mer.  Jour. 

The  lower  house  of  the  legislature  of  this  state, 
has  rejected  the  bill  which  proposed  to  repeal  the 
law  prohibiting  the  marriage  of  whites  and  blacks. 
The  vote  was  204  against,  to  140  in  its  favor. 

The  Charlestown  convent.  A proposition  has  been 
made  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  state, 
and  so  far  entertained  as  to  be  referred  to  a select 
committee,  to  pay,  from  the  state  treasury,  the 
amount  of  damages  sustained  by  the  destruction  of 
the  convent  at  Charlestown,  in  1834.  The  question 
has  once  before  been  agitated  in  the  legislature,  and 
was,  most  discreditably  decided  by  a large  majori- 
ty against  the  memorialists. 

NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  Broadhead,  of  Ulster  county,  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  gov.  Seward  to  proceed  to  Holland  and 
obtain,  or  copy  from  the  archives  of  that  country, 
what  he  can  find  in  relation  to  the  early  history  of 
New  York. 

State  finances.  From  the  comptroller’s  report, 
we  learn  that  the  expenses  of  the  last  fiscal  year, 
were  $3,29S,917 — the  balance  left  unexpended, 
was  $47,705.  The  estimated  revenue  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  is  $963,097 — estimated  expenditure, 
$949,506. 

The  whole  debt  of  the  state,  is  $13,434,801. 

Elected.  John  A.  Collier  has  been  elected  by 
the  legislature  of  New  York,  comptroller  of  that 
state. 

State  lunatic  asylum.  By  the  annual  report  of 
the  commissioners,  transmitted  to  the  legislature 
on  the  13th  inst.  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  money 
at  the  command  of  the  commissioners  for  the  past 
year,  was  $95,000.  This  sum  has  been  expended, 
except  $3, 186,  mostly  on  the  main  front  building, 
which  has  been  nearly  completed.  This  asylum  is 
located  about  one  mile  west  from  the  city  of  Utica, 
on  an  eminence,  and  when  all  the  buildings  are 
finished,  they  will  not  only  make  an  imposing  ap- 
pearance, but  stand  as  a monument  of  one  of  the 
noblest  charities  of  the  age. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Legislature.  A bill  was  introduced  in  the  house 
on  Wednesday  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  People’s 
bank  of  Paterson.  Notice  was  given  that  leave 
would  be  asked  "to  introduce  a bill  to  extend  tiie 
charter  of  the  Salem  banking  company.  On  the 
21st,  the  resolution  that  the  legislature  will  not  take 
cognizance  of  divorce  cases,  when  the  court  of 
chancery  could  have  jurisdiction,  was  debated  and 
negatived — ayes  16,  nays  33.  On  the  22d  a reso- 
lution was  introduced  to  the  effect  that  all  persons 
applying  lor  divorces  after  March  1,  1841,  should 
advertise  a notice  of  such  application  in  a newspa- 
per circulating  in  their  county.  Laid  on  the  table. 

fiY  Y.  Com  ^ Ada. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Governor  Porter — Despotic  power  revived!  It  is 
with  pain  we  record  the  fact  that  the  present  go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania  has  exercised  a power  dur- 
ing the  past  week,  which,  if  not  contrary  to  the 
letter  of  the  constitution,  certainly  never  was  con- 
templated by  those  men  who  conferred  upon  the 
executive  the  “pardoning  power” — and  is  a matter 
which  calls  loudly  for  immediate  legislative  action. 
The  principle  is  too  dangerous  to  be  encouraged; 
and  the  power,  if  it  does  exist,  should  never  be  en- 
trusted to  any'  man.  We  hope,  therefore,  to  see  the 
matter  investigated  and  the  corrective  employed. 

During  the  sitting  of  our  court  of  quarter  sessions 
last  week,  a bill  was  found  by  the  grand  inquest 
against  Messrs.  Huetter  & Cantine,  editors  of  the 
Harrisburgh  Magician,  for  a gross  libel  upon  the 
citizens  of  Gettysburg,  and  Mr.  Stevens  particular- 
ly. When  called  upon  to  put  in  their  plea  of  de- 
fence, their  counsel  presented  to  the  court  a paper, 
under  the  broad  seal  of  the  state,  giving  a full  and 
free  pardon  lrom  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  to 
Messrs.  Huetter  &.  Cantine,  for  all  the  libles  pub- 
lished by  them  in  the  Magician,  “in  Adams  county 
or  elsewhere” — thus  wiping  off  all  their  sins  in  this 
particular  by  a stroke  of  the  pen!  They  could  not. 


therefore,  be  tried  for  the  offence — and  have  gone 
off  “unwhipt  of  justice.” 

A pardon  given  before  trial  and  conviction!! — 
What  a license  to  commit  crime!!  What  is  to  check 
the  commission  of  any  act  of  villany — say  murder 
itself — when  the  perpetrator  has  his  pardon  in  his 
pocket?  It  is  high  time  the  people  should  look  into 
these  matters,  and  give  a check  to  such  high-hand- 
ed and  dangerous  acts!  It  is  only  worthy  the  des- 
potic power  of  the  dark  ages! 

To  shew  that  there  is  no  mistake  in  the_state- 
ment  of  the  Gettysburg  paper,  we  copy  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  this  affair,  as  given  in  the  last 
Harrisburg  Keystone,  the  official  organ  of  gov. 
Porter.  The  Keystone  states  the  fact  of  the  pardon 
in  advance,  but  it  does  not  add  a word  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  proceeding: 

Libel  suit.  The  prosecution  instituted  in  the 
sessions  of  Adams  county,  by  Thaddeus  Stevens, 
esq.  against  Huetter  & Cantine,  for  the  publication 
of  an  alleged  libel*  upon  the  character  of  the  for- 
mer, in  the  Magician,  was,  we  understand,  brought 
to  a final  decision  on  Wednesday  last.  When  the 
defendants  were  called  upon  to  plead  to  the  indict- 
ment, they,  by  their  counsel,  W.  N.  Irvine,  esq. 
pleaded  as  a bar  to  its  further  prosecution,  a par- 
don of  the  alleged  offence,  by  the  executive. 

Loan.  The  recent  loan  of  800,000  dollars,  cre- 
ated by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  raise 
funds  to  meet  the  interest  on  its  stocks  due  on  Mon- 
day next,  was  taken  in  the  following  sums: 


United  States  bank,  $400,000 

Pennsylvania  bank,  150,000 

Philadelphia  bank,  75,000 

Farmers  and  Mechanics,  50,000 

Northern  Liberties,  20,000 

Manufacturers  and  Mechanics,  15,OoO 

Mr.  C.  S.  Boker,  15,000 

By  other  individuals,  20,000 

$745,000 

Taken  previously  by  the  Easton  bank,  20,000 
By  other  individuals,  36,000 


$800,000 

The  canal  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
commend improvements  and  repairs  for  the  present 
year  to  the  extent  of  $3,588,827  00.  This  (says 
the  Philadelphia  Inquirer)  added  to  the  loan  of 
$800,000  which  has  just  been  effected,  will  in- 
crease the  state  debt  to  more  than  forty  millions  of 
dollars. 

Canal  commissioners.  We  learn  from  the  Harris- 
burg papers  that  the  bill  relative  to  the  election  of 
canal  commissioners  passed  the  senate  on  Satur- 
day. It  provides  for  the  election  of  one  by  each 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and  the  appointment  of 
one  by  the  executive.  One  is  to  serve  for  one 
year,  another  for  two  years,  and  the  third  for  three 
years — the  term  of  service  in  each  case  to  be  de- 
termined by  lot. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  exclude,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  influence  of  party  considerations  from  the 
management  of  the  public  works. 

Asylum  for  the  insane  poor.  Aware  of  the  mul- 
tiplied engagements  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, the  friends  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor 
of  this  commonwealth,  have  prepared  a brief  state- 
ment of  a few  prominent  facts  on  the  subject. 

[Penn.  Telegraph. 

1.  The  state  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  at  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts,  furnishes  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  two  hundred  and  thirty  patients,  and  the 
whole  cost,  including  a farm  of  sixty  acres,  within 
half  a mile  of  Worcester,  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lous and  thriving  towns  in  that  state,  was  but 
$104,000,  which  sum  was  expended  in  the  course 
of  several  years,  and  it  i3  hoped  and  believed, that 
with  the  advantage  of  a large  fund  of  the  experience 
of  others,  an  asylum  for  three  hundred  patients, 
with  a suitable  farm,  may  be  provided  for  $120,000. 

2.  The  comparative  expense  of  supporting  pau- 
pers of  this  class,  in  such  an  establishment,  and  out 
of  if,  cannot  be  accurately  determined.  The  ordi- 
nary expense  of  supporting  a sane  pauper  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, is  from  $1  to  $1  50  per  week.  Many 
persons  who  contract  to  support  paupers  (sane  and 
insane)  in  that  state,  by  the  year,  bring  the  insane 
portion  of  them  to  the  state  asylum  and  pay  $2  50 
per  week,  choosing  to  incur  this  extra  expense  ra- 
ther than  take  care  of  them  at  home  with  the  sane 
paupers. 

A furious  maniac  decently'  taken  care  of  in  an 
almshouse,  or  by  friends,  usually  costs  from  two  to 
three  times  as  much  as  an  asylum  would  charge. 

*The  alleged  “libel”  is  understood  to  have  consisted 
in  charging  the  desecration  of  some  religious  rite  or  ce- 
remony, upon  a public  meeting  of  the  Harrison  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  Gettysburg,  during  the  late  canvass, 
at  which  meeting,  the  gentleman  named  by  the  Key- 
stone, was  present,  and  bore  a prominent  part. 


That  an  insane  pauper  may  be  kept  in  a stable,  or 
cavern,  or  a cage  (as  some  are  kept,)  for  less  than 
$1  50  per  week,  none  will  deny.  But,  in  a civi- 
lized and  humane  community,  such  a course  of 
treatment  would  not  be  countenanced  when  known. 
The  true  question  is, — wbat  is  the  cost  of  such  a 
course  of  treatment  as  the  unfortunate  condition  of 
the  sufferer  demands,  and  as  will  be  likely  to  allevi- 
ate if  not  to  remove  his  calamity?  And  in  answer 
to  this  question  we  feel  warranted  in  saying  that 
even  if  it  were  practicable  to  carry  the  asylum 
treatment  into  an  almshouse  or  a private  family, 
the  expense  would  be  on  an  average,  at  least  dou- 
ble. In  determining  this  question,  however,  the 
probability  of  recovery  is  of  the  first  importance. 

3.  The  probability  of  recovery  depends  almost 
entirely  on  the  seasonable  employment  of  the  pro- 
per means.  The  difference  occasioned  by  this  cir- 
cumstance would  hardly  be  believed  if  it  were  not 
established  by  unquestionable  facts;  supposing  all 
cases  of  less  than  a year’s  duration  to  be  called  re- 
cent cases,  and  all  over  that  period  to  be  called  old 
cases,  the  experience  of  the  Worcester  asylum 
shows,  that  of  the  former,  83  insane  persons  out  of 
100  have  been  discharged,  restored  to  their  reason 
and  to  their  families,  and  of  the  old  cases,  less  than 
nineteen  out  of  one  hundred  were  cured. 

The  following  statement  from  the  sixth  annual 
report  of  the  Worcester  asylum,  sets  this  matter  in 
a very  convincing  light: 

Average  expense  of  twenty  old  cases,  (taken  in  the 
order  of  their  admission),  previous  to  their  en- 
tering the  asylum,  $806  25 

Average  expense  in  the  asylum,  744  00 

Total  cost  of  each,  $1,550  25 

These  still  remain  in  the  asylum. 

Average  expense  of  twenty  recent  cases 
(taken  in  the  order  of  their  admission), 
before  their  entrance,  $16  25 

Average  expense  at  the  asylum,  31  25 


Total  cost  of  each,  $47  50 

These  were  cured  and  returned  home  after  an 
average  of  nineteen  weeks  of  insanity. 

4.  The  friends  of  the  proposed  state  asylum,  do 
not  design  to  increase,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the 
public  burden.  Our  insane  paupers  must  be  and 
are  now  supported  at  the  public  charge  in  some 
form.  It  is  not  designed  to  change  any  present 
liabilities,  nor  impose  any  new  obligations  on  the 
paities  now  chargeable  with  their  support,  but  ma- 
terially to  lessen  the  expense — for,  if  by  the  con- 
templated measure,  the  numerous  insane  poor  of 
this  state  can  be  comfortably  provided  for,  without 
any  additional  burthen — should  it  not  be  done? — 
And  if  such  an  asylum  may  be  reasonably  expect- 
ed to  cure,  within  an  average  of  from  three  weeks 
to  three  months,  four  out  of  every  five  patients  who 
are  placed  within  it.  Within  one  year  from  the 
first  appearance  of  the  disorder,  (a  disorder  which 
is  proved  to  yield  to  medical  and  moral  treatment 
as  readily  as  any  other  complaint  to  which  human 
nature  is  subject),  who  then  can  question  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  erection  of  the  asylum,  if  but  simply 
on  the  score  of  economy? 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  whoever  will  ex- 
amine carefully  and  withont  prejudice,  the  incon- 
trovertible evidence  in  favor  of  asylums  for  the  in- 
sane, as  furnishing  the  most  humane,  economical 
and  restorative  treatment  of  insanity,  will  agree 
with  the  very  numerous  and  highly  intelligent  pe- 
titioners, that  it  should  be  among  the  earliest  mea- 
sures ol  the  present  session  of  the  legislature  to  pro- 
vide such  an  institution  for  this  poor,  afflicted  and 
hitherto  neglected  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens. 
These  suggestions  are  intended  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  governor  and  the  legislature,  to  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  to  invite  a most  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  its  merits. 

Our  delays. only’  settle  in  hopeless,  incurable  dis- 
ease, many  who  might  be  relieved  and  restored  if 
seasonably  provided  for,  and  to  incur  a parmanent 
and  enormous  tax  for  the  support  of  a confirmed 
maniac,  rather  than  provide  the  means  of  his  re- 
storation to  reason  and  usefulness  at  a trifling  pre- 
sent expense,  is  neither  economical  nor  humane. 
So  think  and  so  havesaid  (in  the  file  of  memorials), 
Thousands  upon  thousands. 

DELAWARE. 

A special  election  took  place  a day  or  two  ago, 
in  Newcastle  county,  in  this  state,  for  a member  to 
fill  a vacancy  which  had  occurred  by  death  in  the 
senate  of  the  state.  Mr.  Arnold  S.  Naudain  (for- 
merly a senator  of  the  United  States,  and  a whig) 
was  elected. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

We  learn  from  the  message  of  the  governor  of 
Mississippi,  that  the  slaves  in  that  state  out-num- 
ber the  whitps;  whites  178,667,  slaves  195,764,  free 
persons  ol  color  1,366.  [ Louisville  Jour. 
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LOUISIANA. 

Bankrupt  law.  The  legislature  of  Louisiana 
have  unanimously  passed  resolutions  instructing  the 
senators  from  that  state  to  vote  for  a uniform  bank- 
rupt law. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  Kentucky  institute  for 
the  education  of  the  blind  passed  the  house  on 
Tuesday,  , the  19th  inst.  by  a vote  of  59  to  31. 

INDIANA. 

A bill  has  passed  the  Indiana  legislature,  appor- 
tioning the  senators  and  representatives.  The 
number  of  senators  is  fixed  at  50,  and  of  represen- 
tatives at  100.  Gov.  Wallace  recommended  a re- 
duction, but  it  could  not  be  effected. 

ILLINOIS. 

About  twenty  millions  of  bushels  of  corn  were 
produced  in  Illinois  last  year.  There  were  also 
produced  385,963  lbs.  tobacco,  28,121  lbs.  rice, 
194,191  lbs.  cotton  and  323,296  lbs.  sugar. 

MISSOURI. 

Doings  at  Jefferson  city,  (Mo.)  From  the  last 
St.  Louis  papers,  we  learn  that  there  have  been 
rather  boisterous  times  with  the  members  of  the 
Missouri  legislature  at  Jefferson  city.  A Mr. 
Green,  reporter  for  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  in  one 
of  his  letters  gave  some  offence  to  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house.  Politics  were  of  course  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  A resolution  that  he  should  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  bar  of  the  house,  was  offered  and  fi- 
nally passed.  During  the  discussion,  the  words 
blackguard,  skunk,  &c.  were  freely  passed  between 
members,  and  one  of  them,  a Mr.  Ashby,  remarked 
that  he  would  hold  another,  Mr.  Bogy,  of  St.  Louis, 
personally  responsible  if  he  was  a white  man.  The 
next  intelligence  will  probably  be  that  a duel  has 
been  fought.  While  this  was  going  on  in  the  house, 
a little  by-play  took  place  outside  between  Mr. 
Bartlett,  a member  of  the  house  and  Mr.  Bay,  at- 
torney general.  Blows  were  passed. 

IOWA. 

The  seat  of  government  for  this  young  territory 
is  to  be  removed  next  season  from  Burlington,  its 
present  location,  to  Iowa  city. 

FLORTDA. 

* The  correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Republican, 
under  date  of  St.  Augustine,  January  22 — 7 a.  ui. 
says — From  an  authentic  source  at  Tampa  Bay, 
under  date  of  the  24th  December,  we  learn  that  on 
the  19th  an  Indian  came  in  with  the  white  flag, 
bringing  with  him  two  of  his  children,  which  he 
left  as  an  evidence  of  the  sincerity,  by  which  he 
was  influenced,  and  went  out  to  bring  in  the  balance 
of  his  connexions.  After  bringing  them  in  he  is  to 
go  in  pursuit  of  Coacoochee  or  Wild  Cat,  whom  he 
says  he  feels  pretty  sure  he  can  induce  to  come  in 
also.  Holafoochee,  the  principle  chief  of  the  dele- 
gation from  Arkansas,  has  been  sometime  at  Sara 
Sota  Bay,  about  sixty  miles  to  the  southeast  of 
Tampa,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Seminoles,  who 
are  expected  in,  as  three  of  the  delegation  have  been 
some  time  in  search  of  them,  and  succeeded  in  col- 
lecting between  50  and  60,  who  were  ready  to  come 
in  and  converse  with  him  on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion, but  learning  that  a body  of  troops  were  ap- 
proaching the  point  where  they  were  collected,  they 
took  the  alarm,  and  dispersed  themselves  in  the 
wrnods  again;  and  it  is  expected  by  the  4th  of  Fe- 
burary,  they  will  be  all  in  at  Sara  Sota,  when  the 
delegation  will  meet  them. 

One  of  the  delegation  went  after  Ilcho  Emathla, 
the  chief  the  Tallahassees,  who  was  his  nephew, 
who  finding-the  old  man,  brought  him  to  Fort  No. 
4,  near  Cedar  Keys,  with  all  his  family,  and  some 
other  Indians.  The  old  chief  is  sending  out  for  the 
balance  of  the  tribe,  and  declares  himself  willing  to 
emigrate. 

Interesting  from  Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  pa- 
pers of  the  same  date,  contains  intelligence  of  the 
most  gratifying  character  from  the  afflicted  territo- 
ry. The  war  has  indeed  been  carried  into  the  “ene- 
my’s camp,”  and  he  has  been  fearfully  routed  in  his 
strong  hold3.  The  News  of  that  date  says: 

“The  schooner  Frances,  captain  Cooper,  arrived 
this  morning,  bringing  the  glorious  news  of  addi- 
tional success  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
enemy  south.  On  the  8th  col.  Harney  captured  and 
killed  in  the  everglades,  12  Indians.  On  the  10th, 
at  Indian  river,  the  command  under  major  Childs, 
lieutenants  Taylor,  Stepioe,  Van  Vleit  and  Dr.  Sim- 
mons, captured  34  Indians  and  negroes,  killing  4. 
On  the  Ilth,  on  the  St.  Johns,  lieutenants  Taylor 
and  Van  Vleit  captured  5 Indians,  killing  1.  Col. 
Harney  had  to  return  for  additional  force,  and  is 
again  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

“The  news  from  the  south  is  truly  cheering;  the 
success  of  col.  Harney,  and  the  prompt  and  gallant 
conduct  of  major  Childs,  and  officers  of  3d  artillery, 
are  entitled  to  all  praise.  Major  Childs  is  a brave 
officer,  and  already  distinguished  for  good  conduct 
at  Fort  Drane.  We  say  God  speed  such  men  as  are 


operating  south;  they  have  large  claims  upon  the 
gratitude  of  the  country.” 

The  Indians  were  coming  in  at  the  different  posts, 
and  the  Florida  papers  are  expressing  themselves 
highly  rejoiced  at  the  decisive  steps  taken  by  the 
officers  of  the  army,  who  appear  determined  to  end 
the  contest. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

In  senate,  Tuesday,  January  12. 

The  pre-emption  bill  coming  up  as  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  following  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Calhoun 
as  a substitute  for  the  bill:" 

“That  all  the  public  lands  within  the  states  of 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
souri, Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Michigan,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sites  of  fortifications,  navy  and 
dockyards,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  all  other  pub- 
lic buildings,  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  be  ceded  to  (he 
states  within  the  limits  of  which  they  are  respec- 
tively situated,  they  having  previously  complied 
with  the  following  conditions: 

“First.  That  the  said  states  shall  severally  pass 
acts,  to  be  irrevocable,  that  they  will  annually  pay 
to  the  U.  States  — per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of 
the  sales  of  such  lands,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  of  each  succeeding  year,  including  under 
3ales,  grants  and  donations  by  the  states,  estimating 
the  lands  at  the  selling  price  at  the  time  of  the  grant 
or  donation. 

“Secondly.  That  the  minimum  price,  as  now 
fixed  by  law,  shall  remain  unchanged  until  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  but,  after  that  pe- 
riod, the  price  may  be  reduced  by  the  states  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  following  scale:  all 
lands  theretofore  offered  at  public  sale,  and  then  re- 
maining unsold  ten  years  or  upward  preceding  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  may  be  reduced  by 
said  states  to  a price  not  less  lhan  one  dollar  per 
acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  years  or 
upward  preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  may  thereafter  be  reduc- 
ed by  said  states  to  a price  not  less  than  seventy-five 
cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty 
years  or  upward  preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  may  then  be  reduc- 
ed by  said  states  to  a price  not  less  than  fifty  cents 
per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered 
at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty-five 
years  or  upward  preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  may  thereafter  be 
reduced  by  said  states  to  a price  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have 
been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold 
thirty  years  or  upward  preceding  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  may 
thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  states  to  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  shall  have 
been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold 
thirty-five  years  or  upward,  shall  be  immediately 
ceded,  unconditionally,  to  the  states  in  which  said 
lands  are  situate:  Provided,  That  all  lands  which 
shall  remain  unsold  after  having  been  offered  at 
public  sale  for  ten  years,  and  which  do  not  come 
under  the  above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  graduation  and  cession  aforesaid,  at 
the  respective  periods  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twen- 
ty-five, thirty  and  thirty-five  years  after  said  sale, 
commencing  from  the  expiration  of  ten  years  after 
the  same  had  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

“Thirdly.  That  the  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  legal  subdivisions  in  the  sale  and  survey  as  is 
now  provided  by  law,  reserving  for  each  township 
the  sixteenth  section,  or  the  substitute,  as  heretofore 
provided  by  law;  and  the  land  not  yet  offered  for 
sale  shall  be  first  offered  by  the  state  at  public  auc- 
tion, and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now 
provided  by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  hereafter 
remaining  unsold  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
offered  for  sale  at  public  auction,  shall  be  subject  to 
entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
which  may  be  fixed  by  the  states  respectively  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  that  the  acts  of  con- 
gress which  may  be  in  force  at  the  time  of  assent- 
ing to  this  act  shall  remain  unchanged,  except  as 
modified  by  this  act,  unless  with  the  assent  of  con- 
gress. 

“Fourthly.  This  cession,  together  with  the  por- 
tion of  the  sales  to  be  retained  by  the  states  respec- 
tively, under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  in 
full  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund,  or  any  part  thereof, 
not  already  accrued  to  any  state;  and  the  said  states 
shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  charges  that  may 
hereafter  arise  from  the  surveys,  sales  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  In- 
dian title  within  the  limits  of  said  states  respectively. 


“Fifthly.  That,  on  a failure  to  comply  with  any 
of  the  above  conditions,  or  a violation  of  the  same, 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  said  states,  the  cession 
herein  made  to  the  state  failing  to  comply  with  or 
violating  said  conditions  shall  be  thereby  rendered 
null  and  void;  and  all  grants  or  titles  thereafter  made 
by  said  state,  for  any  portion  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  same,  ceded  by  this  act,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  and 
of  no  effect  whatever. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon  every 
reduction  in  the  prices  of  said  lands,  which  shall  take 
place  by  the  graduating  process  of  this  bill,  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  states  in  which  the  lands  are 
situated  shall  at  their  discretion,  have  power  to  grant 
to  the  respective  occupants  or  settlers  upon  any  of  the 
said  lands  rights  of  pre-emption  at  such  graduated  or 
reduced  prices;  which  right  shall  extend  to  a period 
of  ninety  days  from  and  after  the  dates  at  which  the 
respective  graduations  shall  take  place;  and  any 
lands  not  taken  up  by  the  respective  occupants  or 
settlers  within  that  period  shall  be  liable  to  be  enter- 
ed or  purchased  by  any  other  person,  until  ihe  next 
graduation  or  reduction  in  price  shall  take  place, 
when  it  shall,  if  not  previously  purchased,  be  again 
subject  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  for  ninety  days, 
as  before;  and  so  on,  from  time  to  time,  as  said  'se- 
ductions shall  take  place. 

“Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  officially 
notified  that  any  of  the  states  aforesaid  has  passed 
an  act  in  compliance  with  the  above  conditions,  it 
shall  be  his  duty,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
aforesaid,  or  forthwith  after  the  passage  of  said  act, 
if  passed  subsequent  to  that  period,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  close  the  land 
offices,  including  the  surveying  department,  within 
the  limits  of  said  state;  and  that  the  commissions  of 
all  officers  connected  therewith  shall  expire  on  a 
day  to  be  fixed  by  him,  but  which  day  shall  not  be 
beyond  six  months  alter  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
aforesaid,  or,  if  subsequent  thereto,  from  the  day  he 
received  the  official  notification  of  the  passage  of 
said  act. 

“Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  such 
notification  being  made,  the  said  state  shall  be  re- 
lieved from  all  compacts,  acts  or  ordinances  im- 
posing restrictions  on  the  right  of  said  state  to  tax 
any  lands  by  her  authority  subsequent  to  the  sale 
thereof,  ceded  by  this  act;  and  all  maps,  titles,  re- 
cords, books,  documents  and  papers  in  the  general 
land  office  at  Washington,  relative  to  said  lands, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  order  and  disposition  of  the 
executive  of  said  state. 

“Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacled.  That  all  lands 
of  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  with  the  exceptions  enumerated  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  aie 
hereby,  ceded  to  said  state.” 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  near- 
ly as  follows:  I regard  the  question  of  the  public 
lands,  next  to  that  of  the  currency,  as  the  most 
dangerous  and  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  important 
questions  which  press  upon  the  government  and 
the  country  at  this  time.  I do  not  except  the  tariff, 
for  a measure  which  has  done  more  to  corrupt  the 
public  morals,  to  disorder  the  currency,  and  to  de- 
range all  the  business  of  the  country,  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  again  repeated. 

In  proposing  the  amendment  I have  offered  to  the 
senate,  I do  not  deny  the  justice  of  the  eulogium 
which  has  been  pronounced  by  more  than  one  se- 
nator during  the  course  of  the  present  debate  on  the 
existing  land  system  of  the  country.  On  the  con- 
trary, I believe  that  at  the  beginning  it  was  admira- 
bly calculated  to  promote  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  republic;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that, 
since  that  system  took  its  rise,  there  have  been 
many  and  great  changes  in  the  aspect  of  public  af- 
fairs. When  that  system  originally  went  into  ope- 
ration, an  immense  space  of  country,  now  consti- 
tuting nine  states  of  this  confederacy,  was  inhabited 
chiefly  by  Indians,  or  by  the  subjects  of  a foreign 
power.  The  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to 
but  a very  small  part  of  it,  and  the  Spanish  popula- 
tion especially  was  in  some  parts  of  it  very  numer- 
ous. Since  then  there  have  grown  up  within  that 
wide  region  nine  large  and  flourishing  states,  and, 
viewed  in  regard  to  population  only,  these  now  in- 
clude two-thirds  of  the  whole  United  States.  So 
great  and  mighty  a change  as  this  necessarily  de- 
ranged in  some  degree  the'system  which  had  before 
prevailed.  It  is,  in  fact,  impossible  to  look  upon 
thejexisting  state  of  things  and  not  to  perceive  that 
the  system  has  been  deeply  deranged,  and  that  evils 
have  grown  out  of  it  which,  unless  speedily  arrest- 
ed, threaten  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  I 
say  to  gentlemen  who  think  so  highly  of  our  land 
system,  is  it  not  a great  evil  that,  session  after  ses- 
sion, from  year  to  year,  so  much  of  the  time  of  con- 
gress is  occupied  by  discussions  and  legislation  in 
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relation  to  the  public  domain — discussions  which  go 
to  draw  lines  of  invidious  distinction  between  the 
friends  of  the  old  and  the  friends  of  the  new  states? 
Is  it  no  evil  that  this  consumption  of  time  and  this 
drawing  of  separating  lines  is  continually  growing 
upon  us,  and  that  to  such  a degree  that,  if  nothing 
shall  be  done  to  arrest  it,  it  may  endanger  the  peace 
of  the  country?  Is  it  nothing  that  congress  should 
be  occupied  nearly  one-third  of  every  session  in  le- 
gislation growing  out  of  the  public  lands,  at  a large 
annual  cost,  besides  the  absorption  of  time  which 
ought  to  be  given  to  other  subjects?  Is  it  nothing 
that  there  should  now  be  held  by  this  federal  go- 
vernment two-thirds  of  that  entire  territory  over 
which  these  nine  states  have  no  control?  Nothing, 
that  all  questions  in  relation  to  it  have  to  be  decided 
by  congress,  which  out  to  be  settled  by  the  local 
authorities?  Is  there  no  influence  thus  exerted  upon 
members  representing  the  new  states?  And  is  not 
this  species  of  legislation  used  to  sway  them?  Is 
there  not  a corresponding  influence  on  members 
from  the  older  states?  And  is  this  nothing?  Is  it 
nothing  that  a question  so  pre-eminently  local  as 
that  of  land  should — I will  boldly  say  it — contrary 
to  the  genius  of  our  constitution,  be  under  the  le 
gislation  of  congress?  What  if  all  other  local  ques- 
tions should  be  subjected  to  the  same  authority,  the 
evil  none  can  deny — the  great  question  is,  what  is 
the  remedy? 

Three  propositions  have  been  brought  forward. 
The  first  is  to  distribute  the  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  among  all  the  states. 
But  will  that  relieve  us?  Will  that  stop  the  contest 
here  between  the  new  states  and  the  old  states? 
Will  it  put  a stop  to  our  interminable  land  debates? 
AVill  it  pluck  off  the  influence  of  patronage?  No. 
Its  operation  will  be  precisely  opposite  to  all  this. 
Instead  of  relieving  us  from  the  evils  under  which 
we  now  labor,  it  will  aggravate  them  all. 

The  second  proposition  is,  that  of  graduation  and 
pre-emption,  simply  considered.  And  will  that  re- 
lieve us?  Will  it  touch  any  one  of  the  evils  I have 
enumerated?  No;  p.ot  one.  Acting  as  an  antago- 
nistical  power  to  the  scheme  of  distribution,  it  ag- 
gravates our  danger  and  increases  the  excitement  of 
the  whole  subject. 

Where  then,  I again  ask,  where  are  we  to  find  our 
remedy?  It  is  a great  and  solemn  question.  To  me 
it  appears  there  is  only  one  remedy,  and  that  is  ces- 
sion— cessiox.  That  will  bring  to  a close  the  whole 
of  these  evils.  That  will  arrest  these  endless  de- 
bates. That  will  cut  off,  at  a blow,  one-fourth  of 
the  patronage  of  the  government.  That  will  dimi- 
nish the  lengths  of  the  sessions  of  congress.  That 
will  put  a stop  at  once  to  the  dangerous  strife  be- 
tween the  new  and  the  old  states. 

The  only  question  is,  can  a cession  be  effected  on 
such  terms  as  shall  do  justice  both  to  the  old  and  to 
the  new  states,  and  at  the  same  time  not  materially 
derange  the  existing  land  system?  I think  it  can. 
In  the  abstract  I believe  that  there  is  no  truer  opi- 
nion, and  on  this  principle  I have  framed  the  amend- 
ment. 

In  the  first  place,  it  proposes  that  the  whole  of  the 
public  domain  contained  within  the  new  states  shall 
be  ceded  to  the  states  where  it  lies.  The  quantity 
of  this  land  amounts  to  160,000,000  acres,  two-thirds 
of  which  has  been  surveyed  and  is  in  market.  It 
has  been  culled  over  twenty  times.  It  has  passed 
through  the  great  process  of  speculation.  Those 
who  formerly  purchased  on  credit  have  examined 
and  picked  it  over  thoroughly.  This  land  I propose 
to  cede,  but  to  cede  it  on  certain  conditions.  First, 
to  secure  the  system  now  in  force;  next,  to  secure  to 
the  general  government  a fair  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  land,  realising  all  that  it  now  receives,  on  a con- 
dition which  will  secure  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract, viz:  that  if  the  states  shall  violate  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  then  all  grants  of  land  made  bv  the 
states  shall  be  null  and  void.  These  conditions  are 
necessary  for  the  object  in  view.  Whether  they  are 
the  best  that  can  be  devised  or  riot,  I will  not  under- 
take to  say.  That  is  not  the  question  now.  The 
question  is  whether  cession  on  some  conditions  is  not 
the  best  remedy.  If  the  general  measure  is  approv- 
ed, its  details  can  afterwards  be  settled  by  an  able 
and  experienced  committee,  and  subsequently  pass- 
ed on  by  the  senate. 

If,  then,  this  measure  will  secure  the  great  object 
in  view;  if  it  will  arrest  existing  evils;  if  it  will  se- 
cure justice  and  equity  between  the  new  and  the  old 
states,  if  it  will  preserve  the  land  system — only  al- 
tering it  with  respect  to  graduation  and  pre-emption 
— then,  I trust,  there  will  be  in  the  senate  but  one 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  its  adoption.  If  we  can 
have  any  reasonable  assurance  that  the  states  will 
adhere  to  their  contract,  and  that  it  will  not  make  too 
great  an  inroad  in  the  receipts  of  the  government — 
that  is  the  question  and  that  only.  And  even  in  re- 
gard to  this,  the  only  real  question  is,  whether  the 
states  will  adhere  to  their  contract;  for  as  to  the  pe- 


cuniary results  to  the  general  government,  these,  as( 
I shall  hereafter  be  able  fully  to  demonstrate,  will  be 
greater  than  they  are  at  present. 

And  what  reason  have  we  to  doubt  that  the  states 
will  adhere  to  that,  which  in  its  effect  is  better  for 
them  than  any  thing  that  can  be  proposed?  Is  there 
any  thing  in  our  past  experience  which  should  lead 
us  to  conclude  that  these  states  will  violate  their 
pledged  faith  to  this  government?  You  contract  with 
them  now  not  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  government 
within  their  limits.  Have  they  ever  violated  their 
compact  with  you  in  this  respect?  Never.  And 
ought  you  to  suspect  that  they  will  violate  this  other 
compact,  should  they  enter  into  it?  This  doubting 
of  the  fidelity  of  the  slates  ill  becomes  us.  Our  go- 
vernment itself  is  only  a compact  among  the  states, 
and  this  federal  government  has  violated  that  com- 
pact a dozen  times,  where  the  states  have  violated  it 
once — once.  And  does  it  become  you  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  states  adherence  to  their  contracts. 

But  admitting,  for  argument  sake,  that  there  is 
some  danger— more  orless — on  this  point,  I put  to  the 
senate  the  solemn  question,  is  there  not  a far  great- 
er danger  in  an  opposite  direction?  Is  there  not  far 
more  danger  that  we  shall  lose  the  public  lands  alto- 
gether if  the  present  system  is  suffered  to  continue. 

I will  now  undertake  to  shew  you  that  the  actual 
danger  is  not  on  the  side  of  cession.  The  man 
who  has  not  carefully  watched  the  progress  of  the 
legislation  of  congress  in  regard  to  the  land  system 
generally,  can  form  but  a very  inadequate  concep- 
tion of  the  danger  that  does  exist.  It  is  two  fold; 
first,  that  the  lands  will  be  lost  by  us  to  the  occu- 
pant who  will  hold  them,  without  paying  a cent  to 
the  government;  and,  secondly,  that  they  will  be  lost 
to  the  states  themselves  fiom  the  contest  between  the 
new  and  the  old  states.  These  dangers  combined 
are  likely  to  terminate  in  our  final  loss  of  the  public 
lands,  unless  some  preventive  measure  shall  be 
speedily  adopted. 

First,  the  danger  of  losing  the  public  lands  to 
those  who  shall  occupy  them  is  seen  from  the  amount 
of  land  still  unoccupied.  320,000,000  acres  have, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  government,  been  set  free 
from  the  Indian  title.  Of  this  vast  amount  we  have 
as  yet  sold  only  81,000,000,  and  of  this  latter  amount 
more  than  30,000,000  were  sold  in  the  years  1834, 
’35,  ’36  and  ’37.  We  now  hold  226,000,000  acres, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished. — 
But  mere  numbers  give  us  a very  inadequate  con- 
ception of  such  an  extent  of  territory  as  this.  To 
have  any  thing  like  a realizing  idea  of  it,  we  must 
compare  it  with  the  superficies  of  some  of  the  states, 
and  we  shall  then  perceive  that  the  public  domain  in 
the  hands  of  this  government  is  equal  to  alt  New 
England,  with  the  addition  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  about 
one-fourth  of  North  Carolina.  This  government 
holds  a space  on  the  surface  of  this  continent  equal 
to  the  vast  extent  ot  territory  I have  mentioned;  but 
to  give  a still  stronger  idea  of  it,  it  lies  dispersed 
among  nine  different  states,  besides  the  tenito 
ries,  and  covers  a space  equal  to  the  whole  of  (he  old 
13  states,  with  the  addition  of  Florida  and  half  of 
Tennessee.  Into  this  widespread  domain  population 
is  daily  pouring  in  thousands  upon  thousands.  A 
tide,  strong  and  deep,  and  not  to  be  arrested,  is 
sweeping  westward,  apoition  of  it  consisting  of  per- 
sons having  both  disposition  and  means  to  select  the 
choicest  portions  it  contains.  Others  again  are  with- 
out these  means.  They  settle  on  good  land,  expect- 
ing to  purchase  it  when  it  shall  be  offered  for  sale; 
while  a large  mass  of  the  poorer  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, content  themselves  with  land  of  an  inferior 
quality,  not  worth  any  thing  like  the  government 
price,  and  in  the  possession  of  which  they  have  no 
reason  to  expect  to  be  disturbed  for  thirty  or  forty 
years  to  come. 

In  the  southwest  (and  with  that  portion  of  the 
country  lam  the  most  conversant)  the  settlers  select 
the  valuable  springs  and  a few  of  the  choicest  spots, 
while  all  the  surrounding  land  is  of  a poor  quality, 
and  there  they  squat.  Now,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  this  process  can  go  on  for  any  length  of  time, 
without  creating  in  the  minds  of  men  thus  occupy- 
ing and  cultivating,  without  disturbance  or  interrup- 
tion, a particular  portion  of  land  selected  by  them 
selves  the  idea  of  property.  As  the  thing  goes  on 
these  settlers  multiply.  They  come  into  each  other’s 
neighborhood.  They  learn  to  respect  each  other’s 
rights:  and  whoever  comes  there  on  a different  foot- 
ing from  themselves  becomes  an  object  of  general 
odium.  A feeling  grows  up  in  their  minds  against 
the  emigrant  who  purchases  and  pays  for  his  land. 
To  attempt  to  oust  such  men  from  possession  is,  to 
say  the  least,  a dangerous  operation.  Men  who  in 
this  way  select  a good  piece  of  ground  and  improve 
it  by  their  labor  have  no  idea  of  being  disturbed  in 
its  possession.  I appeal  to  all  western  gentlemen, 
if  this  is  not  a true  representation  of  the  progress  of 
our  new  settlements.  Men  thus  situated  have  a right 


of  voting  equal  to  the  man  who  holds  10,000  acres, 
and  they  exert  a powerful  influence  in  all  our  elec- 
tions. Will  not  such  a class  of  men  acquire  an  im- 
portance which  will  necessarily  command  respect? 
And  let  this  idea  of  property  and  of  right  to  the  soil 
once  become  matured,  and  your  hold  of  the  public 
lands  is  gone — gone  forever. 

The  first  idea,  then,  which  presents  itseif  in  the 
view  of  such  a state  of  things  is,  that  the  government 
shall  not  encourage  these  men,  that  they  are  intru- 
ders and  tresspassers,  that  the  public  land  belongs  to 
all  the  union,  and  that  none  have  a right  to  take  it. 
Such  is  the  natural  sentiment  which  spontaneously 
arises  in  the  mind  from  the  innate  sense  of  justice. 
But  we  must  often  yield  a question  of  abstract  right 
to  the  necessity  of  the  case.  The  number  of  such  set- 
tlers is  vast.  The  territory  is  widely  extended.  How 
are  you  going  to  prevent  them  from  thus  taking  pos- 
session of  it?  Are  you  going  to  send  your  marshals 
there  to  warn  them  off?  That  will  never  do.  AVill 
you  issue  writs  against  them?  That  has  proved 
equally  ineffectual.  Will  you  send  your  army?  It 
would  take  an  army  of  twice  the  size,  and  would  ab- 
sorb every  cent  of  the  public  revenue.  Do  gentle- 
men reflect  upon  the  extent  of  the  territory?  Divide 
it  among  your  army  as  it  now  stands  and  it  leaves 
550  square  miles  to  each  soldier!  Drive  off  the  set- 
tlers at  the  point  of  the  bayonet;  they  will  flee  before 
you,  and  in  two  weeks  they  will  all  return.  I saw 
the  proof  of  this  when  I was  in  the  war  department. 
We  made  experimenlsof  that  operation  upon  the  in- 
truders on  the  Indian  lands,  and  there  the  result  was 
just  the  same.  So  it  must  ever  be — it  belongs  to  the 
case.  Among  all  the  presidents  of  the  U.  States — I 
do  not  know  exactly  how  many  we  have  had — many 
of  them  have  had  great  respect  for  the  law — which 
of  them  ever  attempted  to  enforce  the  law  against 
the  intruders  upon  the  public  domain?  The  senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  seemed  to  suppose  it 
might  easily  be  done.  Well!  that  gentleman  and 
his  friends  will  be  in  power  some  six  weeks  from 
this  time,  with  the  president  of  their  own  choosing; 
let  us  see  whether  it  will  be  done.  But  no  spirit  of 
prophecy  is  needed  on  that  subject.  That  gentle- 
man is  by  far  too  judicious  to  give  the  new  presi- 
dent such  advice.  The  president  will  not  try  it,  and 
if  he  does  he  will  go  out  of  office  by'  a majority  ten 
times  as  large  as  that  by  which  he  came  in.  His 
worst  enemy  could  not  give  him  worse  advice. 

What  then  is  to  be  done?  We  must  accommodate: 
we  must  do  in  this  case  what  we  are  alt  obliged  to 
do  in  a thousand  other  cases:  we  must  yield  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  try  to  lessen  an  evil  we  cannot  con- 
quer. The  strongest  governments  are  often  obliged 
to  yield,  w'hen  they  cannot  by  force  prevail,  and  it 
will  be  wise  in  us  to  do  the  same. 

How  is  this  accommodation  to  be  effected.  1. 
By  uniting  the  state  and  the  general  governments, 
and  giving  them  a common  interest.  Without  this 
nothing  can  be  effected.  Without  thin  the  state  will 
always  be  seen  on  the  side  of  the  occupant  and 
against  the  general  government — a state  of  things 
which  cannot  but  be  productive  of  evil. 

What  is  the  next  point?  The  price  of  the  land 
must  be  brought  down  at  short  intervals,  step  by 
step,  as  low  as  it  is  worth  while  to  go. 

It  is  vain  to  say  that  every  acre  of  the  land  is 
worth  a dollar  and  a quarter.  I reverse  that  posi- 
tion: I say  that  there  is  not  one  acre  of  it  worth 
the  government  price  which  is  not  taken  up.  I do 
not  estimate  these  lands  by  their  treaty  vaiue,  but 
by  their  present  use.  In  this  matter,  as  in  all  other 
matters  of  buying  and  selling,  the  relation  between 
the  demand  and  supply  must  always  regulate  the 
market.  On  this  principle  I am  warranted  in  the 
position  I take.  I say  that  all  the  land  which  is 
not  taken  up  now  is  worth  less  than  the  minimum 
price.  It  may  be  worth  it  at  some  future  day,  but 
how  far  off?  It  is  depreciated  by  this  lapse  of 
time.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a man 
who  has  settled  on  land,  only  a part  of  which  is 
good,  will  give  a dollar  and  a quarter  for  it  when 
he  can  get  a tract,  the  whole  of  which  is  of  the 
first  quality,  at  only  a dollar  and  a quarter.  Where 
he  is  now  settled,  he  remains  indefinitely;  never  ex- 
pecting to  be  removed,  and  not  knowing  when  he 
will  have  to  pay.  Again,  I say  we  must  bring 
down  the  price  within  a moderate  time,  or  to  us 
the  whole  will  be  lost.  The  provisions  in  my  bill 
have  been  graduated  accordingly.  By  the  cession 
principle  you  unite  the  general  and  the  state  go- 
vernments— having  at  the  same  time  graduation 
and  pre-emption  united.  I propose  that,  after  the 
land  shall  have  been  in  the  market  for  ten  years,  its 
price  be  one  dollar  an  acre;  in  five  years  more  I re- 
duce it  to  seventy  five  cents;  and  so  to  go  down  by 
intervals  of  five  years,  to  the  year  1862,  when  it 
will  have  reached  twelve  and  a half  cents;  and  then 
I cede  the  rest  to  the  states  where  it  lies.  I have 
anticipated  that  the  states  will,  at  intervals,  pass 
pre  emption  laws.  This,  I think,  will  reach  the 
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evil.  The  occupant  of  the  land  will  feel  that  he  is 
waiting  for  a time  when  he  will  be  able  to  pay  for 
his  land,  and  he  will  be  willing  to  do  so.  When 
the  day  comes,  all  who  are  able  to  pay  their  dollar 
an  acre  will  make  their  purchase  and  get  their 
title;  and  the  rest  will  wait  till  the  next  period 
goes  round,  and  such  as  are  able  to  pay  seventy- 
five  cents  will  pay  it  and  get  their  title;  and  thus, 
instead  of  continuing  to  be  intruders  and  tresspas- 
sers on  the  public  domain,  they  will  be  converted 
into  its  lawful  occupants.  These  are  the  very  men 
who  ought  to  be  there;  they  will  fight  your  battles 
and  defend  your  soil,  and  be  the  most  effectual  of 
all  ramparts  against  aggression  from  without.  Be- 
sides, such  an  arrangement  will  have  a most  saluta- 
ry effect  on  the  prevailing  morals  of  these  men;  it 
will  teach  them  to  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
they  will  be  the  lawful  owners  of  a peaceful  home; 
it  will  break  up  the  esprit  de  corps  which  now- 
unites  them  in  the  defiance  of  the  government;  the 
weight  will  be  thrown  on  this  government,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  an  end  will  be  put  to  most  of  the 
evils  and  dangers  we  now  experience. 

I said  that  the  danger  arising  from  the  present 
system  was  two  fold;  that,  besides  the  danger  of 
losing  the  land  to  the  settlers,  there  was  another: 
that  of  losing  it  to  the  new  states.  This  danger 
grows  out  of  the  contest  which  now  agitates  us 
between  the  new  and  the  old  states;  and  this  con- 
test itself  grows  out  of  the  nature  of  things.  The 
man  who  lives  on  the  land  sees  it  daily,  and  ieels 
an  interest  in  it  which  those  at  a distance  never 
can  feel;  and  hence  the  policy  which  may  to  others 
appear  greedy  and  grasping  in  its  character,  may 
be  in  truth  profoundly  wise,  and  calculated  to  avert 
still  greater  evils.  But  the  old  states  very  natural- 
ly consider  all  who  desire  what  they  consider  as 
their  undoubted  right,  as  profligate  and  unprinci- 
pled. Hence  arises  a state  of  hostile  feeling  on 
both  sides;  and  extreme  measures  will  ultimately 
be  resorted  to.  The  new  states  will  seize  upon  the 
lands.  They  can  . do  this  if  they  wish  to  do  if;  for 
the  next  census  will  show  that  they  will  then  pos- 
sess a majority  of  the  population  of  this  union,  and 
will  of  course  have  command  of  the  government, 
especially  in  the  other  branch  of  congress.  Ought 
we  not  to  foresee  such  a poslure  of  things  and  pro- 
vide for  it  in  time?  If  no  remedy  can  be  provided, 
the  danger  of  losing  the  land  will  be  ten  times  as 
great  as  if  we  were  to  lose  it  under  the  existing 
system.  I would  throw  round  the  cession  all  the 
guards  which  can  be  given  in  the  forms  of  the  con- 
tract, and  would  throw  it  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
our  courts  of  justice,  so  that  even  should  the  states 
be  inclined  to  violate  the  contract  the  courts  may 
correct  them. 

The  only  remaining  point  to  be  considered  is, 
whether  the  proposed  measure  will  not  be  attended 
with  too  great  a sacrifice  of  a pecuniary  kind.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  prove  that,  so  far  from  sacri- 
ficing the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  government,  it 
will  go  to  increase  the  means  of  the  treasury.  We 
are  in  the  habit  of  regarding  the  future  value  of  the 
public  domain  the  same  as  it  is  now, overlooking 
the  fact  that  time  exerts  the  same  influence  on  va- 
lue as  distance  exerts  on  apparent  magnitude.  We 
overlook  this.  But  if  we  would  rightly  view  the 
matter,  we  must  bring  the  public  lands  to  their 
present  value  in  hand. 

Mr.  Calhoun  here  entered  into  a train  of  rea 
sonino-  to  show  that,  as  it  would  be  only  at  a re- 
mote lime  that  the  government  price  would  be  ob- 
tained for  all  the  lands  lying  in  the  new  states,  (es- 
timating them  at  160  millions  of  acres),  their  pre- 
sent cash  value  can  only  be  estimated  at  what 
amount  they  would  command  in  reference  to  the 
distance  of  time  at  which  they  would  be  available. 
By  this  process  of  reasoning,  Mr.  C.  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of 
sale,  and  estimating  the  sales  at  two  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars  a year,  at  which  rate  it  would 
take  eighty  years  to  dispose  of  them,  they  might 
be  worth  a sum  in  hand  of  twenty-six  or  twenty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars.  No  capitalist,  he  said, 
who  had  such  a sum  of  money  at  his  disposal,  and 
wished  to  purchase  the  whole,  could  afford  to  give 
more  for  them,  if  as  much. 

Mr.  C.  went  on  to  apply  the  same  process  of  rea- 
sonin'* to  the  proposed  graduation  system.  Sup- 
pose, with  the  committee  of  last  session,  that  the 
lands  would  be  exhausted  in  35  years,  and  that 
equal  sums  will  be  received  in  equal  times,  (which 
is  far  from  being  correct),  what  will  the  govern- 
ment get?  Allowing  an  average  of  64£  cents  per 
acre  as  the  amount  of  sales,  the  160  millions  of 
acres  will  bring  105  millions  of  dollars.  Divide 
this  by  the  35  years,  and  the  proceeds  will  be  found 
to  be  3 ft  millions  of  dollars  annually,  which  is 
equal  to  “a  value  in  hand  of  twenty-eight  or  nine 
millions,  instead  of  twenty-six  or  seven  millions, 
as  before  shown:  so  that,  by  adopting  the  gradua- 


tion principle  in  place  of  the  present  system,  the 
government,  instead  of  losing,  will  be  an  actual 
gainer.  (Mr.  C.  pursued  these  statiscal  statements 
and  calculations  still  further,  with  a rapidity  of  ut- 
terance which  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  re- 
porter to  follow  him.) 

I have  now  met  the  two  only  possible  objections 
to  the  measure  of  cession.  1 have  demonstrated 
that  it  will  make  our  tenure  of  the  public  domain 
more  secure  than  it  now  is,  and  that  it  will  be  bet- 
ter for  the  government  in  a pecuniary  point  of 
view:  and  is  not  this  all  I am  bound  to  do  in  order 
to  show  that  it  ought  to  be  adopted? 

I will  now  present  a single  view  more  of  the 
subject,  which  I address  particularly  to  the  friends 
of  the  new  states.  I cannot  doubt  that  they  feel 
this  measure  to  be  more  favorable  to  them  than  the 
present  bill:  but  they  feel  apprehensive  that  it  may 
not  pass,  and  hence  some  may  vote  against  it.  I 
think  the  ground  of  their  action  is  erroneous.  It 
is  not  probable  that  any  measure  in  relation  to  the 
subject  will  pass  at  the  present  session  of  congress. 
It  is  known  to  every  one  that  the  plan  of  gradua- 
tion has  always  had  to  encounter  great  difficulties: 
the  measure  has  been  more  than  ten  years  before 
congress,  and  to  this  day  no  bill  has  ever  beer,  pass- 
ed. Can  gentlemen  expect  better  success  now?  I 
apprehend  not.  We  can  only  hope,  at  this  time, 
to  discuss  the  subject.  This  we  may  do,  but  this 
will  be  the  whole.  I then  ask  gentlemen  of  the 
new  states  whether  they  have  the  slightest  hope 
the  measure  will  pass  under  the  new  administra- 
tion which  is  just  coming  into  power?  I know 
how  they  feel  in  regard  to  graduation  and  pre-emp- 
tion. I am  aware  of  it:  but  so  far  as  the  mind  of 
the  new  administration  may  be  known,  I feel  as- 
sured that  if  graduation  and  pre-emption  be  press- 
ed alone,  it  will  be  the  certain  means  of  inducing 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  push  the  antagonist 
principle  of  distribution. 

If  the  senators  from  the  new  slates  shall,  from 
feelings  of  liberality  or  political  party  spirit,  sup- 
port the  plan  of  graduation  and  pre-emption,  it 
will  produce  a contrary  feeling  in  the  Atlantic 
states,  and  they  will  immediately  press  the  plan  of 
distribution;  there  will  be  a sort  of  see-saw;  as  one 
side  pushes  the  one  measure,  the  other  will  insist 
the  more  strenuously  upon  the  other,  and  in  such  a 
struggle  the  stronger  influence  must  prevail.  It 
will  be  difficult  for  a man  to  sustain  himself  in  vot- 
ing upon  local  questions,  unless  he  can  elevate  his 
mind  into  a higher  region,  and  take  enlarged  views 
of  the  general  principles  of  national  policy.  But 
if  an  opposite  course  should  prevail,  and  gentle- 
men will  confine  themselves  to  a narrow  view  of 
local  interests,  then  a measure  of  the  most  dange- 
rous character  and  tendencies  will  be  in  a fair  way 
to  succeed. 

The  only  antagonist  plan  which  can  be  pursued 
with  any  hope  of  success  is  to  press  higher  and 
stronger  measures — stronger,  because  truer.  Let 
this  be  done  with  firmness  and  unanimity,  and  the 
nine  landed  states  must  ultimately  triumph. 

On  the  distribution  scheme  I shall  not  now  enter; 
I presented  my  views  of  it  fully  at  the  last  session. 
The  measure  is  either  idle,  or  unjust,  or  foolish. 
The  distribution  of  five  millions  of  dollars  will 
produce  a deficit  of  five  millions,  which  must  be 
met  by  taxation  to  bring  it  back  into  the  treasury. 
If,  then,  the  government  gives  out  just  what  it 
gets  back  again,  the  measure  is  idle.  If  the  go- 
vernment gets  less,  it  is  unjust;  if  it  gets  more,  it  is 
foolish.  It  can  have  but  one  effect,  viz:  to  enable 
the  states  to  shuffle  off  their  state  debt  upon  con- 
gress, and  collect  that  successively  which  they  are 
| afraid  to  take  collectively  and  by  a single  act. 

I have  now  concluded  what  I had  to  say  on  the 
• amendment  I have  proposed,  save  in  regard  to  a 
remark  of  an  honorable  member  from  Missouri 
over  the  way,  (Mr.  Linn),  who  has  suggested  a 
most  honorable  and  high-minded  application  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  domain,  namely,  that  it  shall 
be  set  apart  as  a fund  for  the  support  and  increase 
of  the  navy  and  for  the  defences  of  the  country.  I 
rejoiced  to  hear  him  bring  forward  a proposal  of 
thi3  character.  It  shows  in  the  mind  of  that  gen- 
tleman a high  and  just  feeling  of  regard  for  the 
value  of  that  arm  of  national  strength;  for  I regard 
our  gallant  navy  as  a branch  of  the  public  seivice 
in  respect  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  por- 
tion of  the  republic  has  the  deeper  interest  in  its 
existence  and  prosperity.  To  the  north  it  is  every 
thing — it  is  indispensable  to  the  protection  of  their 
commerce.  To  the  south,  especially  since  the  wide- 
spread of  certain  fanatical  principles,  it  has  become 
not  less  important.  To  the  west  it  is  of  incalcula- 
ble value  as  a means  of  protecting  the  great  outlet 
for  their  products,  and  of  keeping  open  a passage  to 
Cuba.  On  the  ocean  our  comparative  importance 
is  shrinking — it  is  in  a process  of  diminution.  A 
power  is  afloat  there  greater  than  our  own — a pow- 


er whose  character  has  become  essentially  military, 
is  daily  increasing,  and  in  reference  to  which  we 
are  constantly  multiplying  points  of  contest.  No- 
thing can  protect  us  from  the  dangers  to  which  we 
may  be  ultimately  exposed,  but  an  early  attention 
to  this  branch  of  the  national  defence,  and  I thank 
the  senator  from  Missouri  for  bringing  forward  the 
measure  he  has  proposed.  1 hope  he  will  follow  it 
out,  and  I accept  with  the  greatest  pleasure  the 
amendment  he  has  offered  as  a modification  of  my 
own. 

Mr.  C.  now  moved  his  amendment,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Crittenden  also  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  he  had  proposed. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put  first  on  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  substitute — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that,  before  the  question 
was  put,  he  hoped  the  senator  from  Missouri  would 
declare  whether  he  was  willing  to  modify  his 
amendment  by  uniting  it  with  that  which  had  been 
offered  by  himself. 

But  this,  after  some  conversation  wTas  objected 
to,  and  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  when 

Mr.  Crittenden  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
hardly  ever  felt  more  surprised  than  in  listening  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina.  In  offering  the  amendment  which  he 
himself  had  proposed,  his  simple  and  unobtrusive 
purpose  had  been  merely  to  put  on  record  the  views 
he  entertained,  and  what  he  was  willing  to  do  on 
this  subject  of  pre-emption.  He  had  been  desirous 
that  his  views  should  not  be  misunderstood  or  per- 
verted, and  he  had  drawn  up  and  offered  his  amend- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he  was  wil- 
ling to  go  for  pre-emption  if  it  was  combined  with 
a just  distribution  among  the  states  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  For  these  two 
measures,  if  united,  he  was  willing  to  vote.  He 
had  been  desirous  of  putting  this  on  record,  and  that 
was  his  whole  purpose  in  offering  his  amendment. 
For  the  audacity  of  making  such  a proposal,  said 
Mr.  C.  I — no,  not  1 — but  my  proposition  itself  has 
been  denounced  in  all  the  variety  of  epithet  which 
the  eloquence  of  the  honorable  senator  could  sup- 
ply. It  has  been  pronounced  to  be  “idle,  unjust  or 
foolish.”  This  was  the  sententious  condemnation 
passed  upon  it  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun).  The  senator  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Benton)  had  directed  against  it  a storm  of 
epithets  yet  more  ponderous.  According  to  the 
thunder  of  that  gentleman’s  elocution,  the  pro- 
position was  “enormous!"  “ monstrous /”  So  mon- 
strous and  so  enornlous  was  it  that  I shrank  from 
all  attempt  at  defending  it,  and  the  honorable  sena- 
tor did  not  wonder!  Now  these  argumentative 
epithets  of  the  senator  will,  I rather  imagine,  make 
no  very  great  impression  on  the  understanding  of 
the  country  or  on  the  senate.  It  is  not  by  epithets 
that  either  of  those  gentlemen,  high  as  they  may 
believe  themselves  to  stand,  can  put  down  measures 
in  this  body.  Great  as  may  be  their  power  of  ani- 
madversion, it  is  not  on  that  power  that  the  fate  of 
this  measure  is  to  depend.  The  gentlemen  may 
suppose  1 shrink  from  the  very  thought  of  defend- 
ing my  amendment,  because  I do  not  choose  to  oc- 
cupy an  hour  or  two  in  debate — on  what?  On  a 
measure  now  before  the  senate?  Not  at  all.  The 
bill  before  us  is  to  grant  a prospective  pre-emption 
on  the  public  lands.  Did  the  honorable  senator  ex- 
pect I was  about  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  body 
in  unfolding  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a 
measure  of  this  kind?  To  him,  at  least,  all  such 
discussion  must  be  in  an  eminent  degree,  flat,  stale 
and  unprofitable.  Pre-emption  and  graduation  have 
been  abundantly  argued,  both  now  and  heretofore; 
there  remains  but  one  more  proposition  to  be  con- 
sidered, which  is  distribution.  Is  that  to  be  de- 
bated now?  Does  the  gentleman  suppose  that  I am 
going  to  debate  that  question  with  the  vain  hope  of 
carrying  it  now?  Surely  not;  and  yet,  because  I 
have  abstained  from  this,  I am  accused  of  shrinking 
from  the  defence  of  my  amendment.  I thought 
that  it  would  be  abusing  the  patience  of  the  senate 
if  I should  attempt  such  a thing.  And  though,  from 
the  manner  of  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri, 
my  frankness  must  have  surprised  the  senate,  he 
has  multiplied  a repetition  of  his  thanks  for  my  pro- 
posal of  a measure  perfectly  stale  from  repetition. 
The  propositions  have  been  repeated  for  years. 
What  is  there  about  them  so  “monstrous?”  Is  it 
pre  emption?  Is  that  so  attrocious?  Is  it  distribu- 
tion? Is  that  “idle,  unjust  or  foolish?”  If  it  be, 
let  congress  take  the  burden  of  these  denunciations 
on  themselves.  Pre-emption  law  we  have  passed 
again  and  again,  and  a bill  for  distribution  passed 
both  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  by  tri- 
umphant majorities,  and  would  have  been  the  law 
of  the  land  long  ago  but  for  a more  extraordi- 
nary and  unparalleled  instance  of  executive  in- 
terposition. Was  this  the  measure  that  was  so 
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“monstrous,”  so  “enormous,”  so  “outrageous,”  as 
to  deter  any  gentleman  from  even  an  attempt  at  its 
defence? 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri  seems 
to  consider  this  proposition  so  monstrous  and  so 
outrageous,  as  a measure  over  "cunning,”  that  I will 
now  say  a word  or  two  on  that  point.  It  is,  on  my 
part,  no  cunning  proposal.  I have  very  little  of 
that  quality  in  my  composition;  it  is  a thing  I know 
not  in  my  public  course;  to  work  by  cunning  is  a 
thing  I leave  to  older  and  more  practised  politicians 
than  myself.  It  was  not  my  purpose  or  design  to 
do  any  thing  cunning  when  I offered  (he  amend- 
ment to  the  present  bill;  I wished  as  I have  said,  to 
put  my  exact  position  on  record,  that  all  might  see 
it.  I do  not  see  any  thing  so  very  “cunning”  in 
this.  I knew,  before  I had  said  a word,  that  all  who 
will  not  yield  their  unquestioning  assent  to  depre- 
dations on  the  public  lands  may  calculate  on  being 
denounced  here  as  enemies  of  those  hardy  and  ad- 
venturous men  who  are  our  precursors  in  subduing 
the  wilderness.  I never  was  their  enemy.  I am 
the  son  ofa  pre-emptioner,  and  was  myself  born  on 
a pre-emption;  and  if  l have  been  restrained  from 
going  the  full  length  with  gentlemen  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  is  from  no  enmity  towards  the  pre-emption- 
ers,  but  from  a sense  of  duty  to  the  union,  as  one 
of  the  trustees  to  whom  has  been  confided  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  common  property.  I rejoice  to 
find  that  there  is  now  away  in  which  I may  atonce 
gratify  my  sympathies  with  the  industrious  and 
hardy  settler,  and  at  the  same  time  do  my  public 
duty  to  all  the  slates;  that  I can  make  a compro- 
mise between  the  rights  of  the  settler  and  the  rights 
of  the  union.  1 am  now  ready  anil  willing  to  give 
a pre-emption  right  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  ol'  the  public  land  to  every  real  bona  fide  set- 
tler who  is  not  worth  over  one  thousand  dollars.  I 
am  prepared  to  protect  him  in  his  possession  against 
the  host  of  rich  and  grasping  speculators  who,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  your  pre-emption  law,  and  under 
the  deceptive  mask  of  an  intention  to  settle  and 
improve  your  lands,  are  seeking  to  get  the  public 
domain  into  their  possession,  that  they  may  convert 
it  into  an  engine  to  enrich  themselves.  Is  there  any 
thing  in  this  proposition  so  very  unreasonable — 3o 
“monstrous” — so  “enormous” — so  “cunning?”  If 
we  are  to  have  a pre-emption  at  all,  for  whose  be- 
nefit is  it  to  be  granted?  Gentlemen,  in  very  mov- 
ing tones,  demand  our  sympathies  and  ask  our  boun- 
ties for  the  poor  and  needy.  This  proposition  meets 
their  sympathies  and  complies  with  their  demands: 
it  holds  out  a bounty  to  the  poor  and  the  needy — 
a larger  bounty  than  the  gentlemen  themselves  pro- 
pose to  give;  and  all  it  asks  is  a guard  that  this 
bounty  shall  not  be  given  to  the  rich.  Is  that 
“monstrous?”  What  do  gentlemen  desire?  What 
would  they  have?  Do  they  want  to  give  pre-emp- 
tions to  the  rich?  To  make  the  rich  richer?  If  not, 
why  do  they  reject  my  proposition?  Mine  has  the 
very  essence  of  a pre-emption  law;  and  it  is  the 
only  sort  of  a pre-emption  law  which  can  be  honest- 
ly vindicated.  Few  men  worth  over  a thousand 
dollars  seek  for  themselves  a home  amongst  the  dis- 
tant wilds  of  the  public  lands.  Very  small,  indeed, 
is  the  number  whom  such  a restriction  will  exclude; 
but  it  will  shut  out  the  men  who  make  their  wealth 
out  ot  the  public  plunder.  Do  gentlemen  resist  it 
on  that  account? 

I would  not  occupy  a moment  of  the  senate’s 
time  were  I not  bound  to  show  that  I am  not  asham- 
ed of  the  measure  I have  proposed,  and  have  no 
thought  of  “shrinking”  from  its  defence.  What 
objection  can  be  urged  against  that  part  of  my 
amendment  which  proposes  to  unite  with  the  pre- 
emption the  principle  of  distribution?  It  would  be 
idle  at  this  time  to  repeat  the  history  of  the  ces- 
sion to  the  union  of  the  public  domain — on  which 
cession  rests  the  right  of  the  states  to  a participa- 
tion in  its  proceeds.  These  lands  were  ceded,  be 
it  remembered,  in  1784,  at  a time  when  the  old  con- 
federation was  the  fundamental  law  of  the  union — 
when  the  treasury  was  supplied  by  requisitions  on 
the  states  according  to  the  amount  of  territory  in 
each  state;  it  was  ceded  with  the  express  purpose 
that  it  should  be  and  remain  for  the  common  benefit 
of  all  the  states.  The  proceeds  were  to  be  divided 
according  to  the  quota  furnished  by  each  state  to 
the  expenses  of  the  general  government;  and  how 
was  that  quota  regulated?  According  to  an  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  improved  lands  in  the  se- 
veral states.  But  is  that  the  rule  of  the  states  con- 
tribution now?  If  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
go  into  the  treasury,  does  each  state  get  its  share 
now  in  this  proportion?  No;  not  unless  the  taxes 
were  in  exact  proportion  to  the  lands  in  each  slate. 
The  rule  has  been  altered.  You  have  changed  the 
means  of  (axation.  But  you  cannot  change  the 
words  of  the  acts  of  cession  under  which  you  hold 
your  public  lands;  and  the  only  way  to  fulfil  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  that  cession  is  to  go  accord- 


ing to  the  terms  in  which  it  is  expressed.  The  re- 
venue from  the  public  lands  is  not  like  the  rest  of 
the  revenue  under  the  constitution.  Those  lands 
were  ceded  to  us,  not  under  the  constitution,  but 
under  the  confederation;  and  the  purpose  of  the  ces- 
sion can  only  he  fulfilled  by  as  near  an  approxima- 
tion to  the  very  words  of  the  deed  as  circumstances 
now  render  possible. 

But  this  proposition  is  very  “dangerous.”  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri,  reminds  us  that 
when,  some  years  ago,  we  were  about  to  distribute 
the  surplus  then  in  the  treasury  by  depositing  it 
with  the  states  he  uttered  the  prophecy  that  the 
practice  of  distribution  would  not  stop  there;  that 
if  the  states  once  began  to  lap  that  blood  it  would 
eventually  become  their  common  food;  that  the 
general  government  would  be  stripped  of  its  reve- 
nue; that  the  slates  would  seize  upon  the  money  in 
the  treasury,  and  would  have  the  general  govern- 
ment to  collect  the  deficit  as  it  could;  in  a woid,  that 
the  states  having  once  got  the  taste  of  blood,  would 
fasten  on  the  general  government  like  so  many  vam- 
pires, and  would  drain  its  veins  of  the  last  drop  of 
their  vitality.  Well:  the  honorable  senator  last  up 
seems  to  think  (and  I concur  with  him)  that  we 
ought  to  repose  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  slates,  and  rely  without  hesitation  on 
their  fulfilling  all  their  contracts.  But  what  does 
the  argument  of  the  senator  from  Missouri  imply? 
Confidence  in  the  fidelity  of  the  states?  What  a 
magnificent  compliment  has  the  honorable  gentle- 
man paid  to  the  states  of  this  confederacy!  In  his 
opinion,  they  are  so  many  vampires — they  are  to 
lap  the  blood  of  the  government — they  are  to  feed 
upon  its  strength  and  suck  its  veins.  Why  what  is 
the  general  government?  Is  it  not  their  own  off- 
spring? And  is  the  parental  sentiment  so  weaken- 
ed, so  destroyed,  so  reversed,  that  the  parent  will 
devour  the  child?  The  states,  it  seems,  are  not  to 
be  trusted;  they  are  a set  of  vampires;  they  will  lap 
the  heart’s  blood  of  the  government,  and  drain  its 
veins.  That  is  the  senator’s  opinion  of  them.  I 
believe  no  such  thing,  but  he  does;  and  we  were 
told  all  this,  yes,  and  a great  deal  more.  The  states, 
if  they  once  get  their  hands  upon  this  money,  will 
apply  it  to  unwise  purposes;  it  will  corrupt  them — 
destroy  their  dignity  and  sense  of  independence! 
In  our  pure  hands  alone  there  is  no  contamination. 
The  states  are  a pack  of  idle  spendthrifts,  tempted 
by  the  sight  of  money,  intoxicated  by  the  touch  of 
their  own  property,  corrupted  by  its  possession,  and 
led  into  all  sorts  of  folly  and  mischief;  therefore,  we, 
as  a sort  of  wise  guardians,  must  keep  these  our 
little  wards  from  juvenile  indiscretions — must  de- 
fend them  from  themselves,  by — keeping  their  inhe- 
ritance! [Laughter], 

The  states  have  a right  to  demand  this  distribu- 
tion; and  if  they  have,  theircircumstances  render  it 
desirable  that  they  should  have  what  is  their  due. 
They  have  debts  to  pay;  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, think  you  that  they  do  not,  like  private  in- 
dividuals, like  to  receive  what  is  due  them?  We 
are  their  debtors;  we  owe  them  this  money;  and 
they  ought  to  have  it.  If  it  is  their  just  right,  then 
it  is  no  argument  to  say  “we  need  this  money;  we 
cannot  spare  i!;  our  treasury  is  at  a very  low  ebb, 
and  if  we  take  out  this  amount  to  pay  it  to  them, 
we  shall  have  to  lay  taxes  to  make  up  the  deficien- 
cy.” We  have  no  right  to  use  their  property  for 
our  purposes.  We  possess  ampler  modes  of  raising 
funds  than  the  states  do;  and  if  paying,  yoUr  just  debts 
leaves  you  with  a deficit,  it  is  much  easier  for  you 
to  supply  it  than  for  the  states  to  lie  out  of  their 
dues.  That  is  my  answer  to  the  honorable  senator, 
and  all  he  says  about  the  monstrosity  of  my  proposi- 
tion. 

It  is  said  to  be  “idle”  to  pay  over  this  money  to 
the  states  if  by  taxation  we  must  raise  an  equal  sum. 
But  that  is  a fallacy.  I have  shown  that  the  rate  of 
distribution  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  principles 
which  prevailed  under  the  old  confederation,  and 
not  according  to  the  ratio  of  taxation  established  by 
the  federal  constitution.  The  principle  of  distribu 
tion  applying  to  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  is  spe- 
cial and  not  general;  it  is  regulated  by  the  terms  of 
the  original  cession,  which  was  made  while  the  con- 
federation was  yet  in  force;  but  we  have  gone  very- 
wide  from  the  rule  then  laid  down.  Give  this  mo- 
ney to  the  states,  and  every  man  in  the  state,  rich 
and  poor,  will  share  in  the  benefit.  It  is  their  right, 
and  they  ought  to  enjoy  it.  I might  stop  there, 
without  going  into  any  question  of  consequences. 
But  if,  by  distributing  to  the  states  the  proceeds  of 
their  own  property,  we  are  driven  to  taxation  to 
make  up  the  deficit,  have  we  not  ample  means? — 
Are  there  not  luxuries  on  which  a very  small  tax 
will  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  without  reaching 
the  poor  man  at  all?  Lay  your  tax  on  these  luxu- 
ries of  life,  and  you  tax  the  rich  only.  This  you 
can  do  if  your  treasury  is  in  straits.  I hojre,  too, 
that  the  abstraction  of  this  money  may  operate  to 


bring  back  the  government  to  a just  and  economi- 
cal administration — such  an  administration  as  gen- 
tlemen all  profess  to  desire.  But  how  has  it  been 
administered  during  the  expiring  dynasty?  Has  the 
little  stream  of  money  flowing  in  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  had  any  other  effect  than  to  increase 
the  extravagance  of  the  government?  More  than 
thirty  millions  a year  has  been  expended  during  the 
Van  Buren  administration.  It  would  seem  that 
this  landed  revenue,  of  wdrich  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  talks  to  us  so  solemnly,  has  done  little  but 
feed  their  extravagance.  There  is  nothing,  rely 
upon  it,  that  so  promotes  extravagance  in  expendi- 
ture as  to  feel  plenty  of  money  in  one’s  pocket. — 
[A  laugh.]  I do  not  want  this  government  to  have 
any  such  feeling.  I wish  it  to  have  no  money  flow- 
ing insensibly  into  its  possession.  I want  it  to  have 
none  but  what  it  gets  by  taxation — so  that  the  peo- 
ple may  know  and  feel  where  the  money  comes 
from.  Give  a government,  an  income  independent 
of  taxes,  and  the  people  do  not  feel  what  they  are 
paying.  Such  a mode  of  filling  the  government 
coffers  must  be  dangerous.  I do  not  desire  it  to 
continue;  and  I hold,  therefore,  that  justice  and  ex- 
pediency alike  require  that  this  great  subject  of  the 
public  domain  shall  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible. 
Give  the  amplest  provision  you  please  to  the  poor 
bona  fide  settler;  ( do  not  object  to  it;  I am  ready 
to  do  it,  and  I will  do  it  freeiy  and  cheerfully;  but 
while  I do  this,  I would  at  the  same  time  do  justice 
and  discharge  my  duty  to  the  states,  by  giving  their 
just  shares  in  the  proceeds  of  the  whole  domain. 

I hold  this  to  be  greatly  preferable  to  the  scheme 
of  cession  proposed  by  the  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. I was,  I confess,  greatly  surprised,  by 
many  of  the  demonstrations  of  that  honorable  senator. 
He  reduced  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  the  public  lands,  lying  within  nine 
states  of  this  union,  to  twenty  six  millions  of  dollars! 
He  reverses  the  position  that  each  acre  of  that  land 
is  worth  a dollar  and  a quarter,  and  holds,  on  the 
contrary,  that  not  an  acre  of  it  is  worth  that  price. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  here  explained.  He  had  meant 
to  be  understood  that  the  lands  were  none  of  them 
worth  a dollar  and  a quarter  cash  in  hand  value;  and 
that  none  were  worth  that  but  such  as  could  now  be 
purchased  in  market.] 

The  senator  thinks  that  he  can  reduce  the  total 
value  of  the  whole  domain  to  its  value  as  a sum  in 
hand;  and  he  insists  that  this  sum,  put  out  at  in- 
terest, will  bring  us  more  than  the  lands  will. — 
Why,  what  is  the  value  of  land  covered  with  the 
ocean  which  no  man  can  drain?  Or  what  is  the 
value  of  land  with  no  human  being  to  cultivate  it 
or  enjoy  the  fruits  of  it?  What  is  the  value,  in 
hand,  of  land  so  situated?  Yet  the  senator  con- 
cludes that,  because  such  land  is  of  no  value  now, 
we  ought  to  sell  it,  now,  for  nothing.  That  is  the 
substance  of  his  argument.  What  is  the  selling 
price  of  land  under  the  sea,  not  drained,  or  land  at 
present  inaccessible  to  settlement?  No  man  can 
get  at  the  one,  or  wants  the  other — and,  while  things 
so  remain,  it  has  no  present  value  at  all.  But  would 
a prudent  man,  or  a prudent  government,  therefore, 
par!  will)  it  for  nothing?  The  value  of  a thing  con- 
sists in  the  use  of  it — that  is  the  value  of  land,  and 
that  only.  Its  value  depends  on  the  demand  for  it. 
Till  the  demand  advances,  we  must  content  our- 
selves to  wait.  When  it  comes  to  be  wanted,  then 
it  will  have  its  value. 

It  is  disgraceful  to  witness  the  manner  in  which 
matters  are  now  proceeding — to  see  the  sale  of  va- 
luable lands  postponed  as  it  has  lately  been.  The 
sale  is  advertised  to  lake  place  in  the  midst  of  cold 
inclement  weather,  and,  when  this  is  complained 
of,  the  secretary  then  writes  a most  gracious  letter 
declaring  that,  though  he  is  in  very  great  want  of 
money,  yet  he  will  cundeseerid  to  put  off' the  sale  a 
little  longer.  The  treasury  want3  a little  money; 
does  not  know  where  to  get  it,  until  it  is  resolved 
to  get  up  a pre-emption  law:  then  Mr.  Secretary  in 
haste  advertises  the  lands  for  sale,  at  a time  proper 
or  improper,  no  matter.  Just  as  a spendthrift  has- 
tens to  sell  off  a piece  of  his  patrimony  to-day  to 
pay  for  the  extravagance  of  yesterday,  and  to  get 
what  he  needs  for  more  extravagance  to-morrow. 

The  whole  basis  of  the  honorable  senator’s  argu- 
ment is  perfectly  idle  and  visionaiy.  To  talk  of  the 
present  value  of  160  millions  of  acres  of  land,  when 
every  body  knows  that  not  more  than  five  millions 
of  it  are  wanted  in  a year!  What  demand  is  there 
for  160  millions  of  acres  of  land?  What  is  the  price 
such  a tract  will  bring  if  put  up  to  sale?  Had  we 
not  better  husband  it  and  sell  it  off  little  by  little,  as 
it  is  needed?  Can  we  not  hold  the  property  and  sell 
it  off' for  homes  to  settlers  as  homes  are  needed?  Can 
we  not  keep  it  for  posterity,  when  they  will  want 
homes  too?  This  is  not  a subject  to  which  to  apply 
the  calculations  of  annuities.  The  land  is  not  want- 
ed now,  and  therefore,  there  is  no  ground  on  which 
to  calculate  its  value  at  this  moment. 
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But  this  notable  scheme  of  cession  is  to  remove  i 
at  a stroke  all  our  evils.  This  to  put  an  end  to  our 
angry  debates;  this  to  put  far  away  the  danger  of 
the  lands  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  settlers,  or  oi 
the  states.  No  more  jealousies  are  to  be  felt  be- 
tween new  and  old  states;  no  more  executive  pa- 
tronage in  this  body  or  elsewhere;  no  more  landed 
bribes  are  to  be  ottered  by  ambitious  seekers  of  the 
presidency — nothing  of  all  this  is  to  be  felt  any 

more all,  all  is  to  be  at  an  end;  and,  moreover,  the 

cession  is  to  bring  you  in  more  money  for  your 
lands! — [A.  laugh.]  Now,  I differ  entirely  from 
the  learned  senator  in  all  these  calculations.  I will 
show  you  how  it  is  he  makes  the  land  produce  us 
more  money:  by  calculating,  in  the  first  place,  what 
the  land  would  fetch  if  set  up  at  auction  when  no 
one  wants  to  buy,  and  then  contrasting  this  with 
what  we  are  to  get  for  it  from  the  states  to  which 
we  are  to  cede  it.  But  will  this  remove  one  solita- 
ry evil  of  all  those  he  has  enumerated?  The  states 
will  be  our  debtors,  and  they  are  to  promise  to  pay. 
Can  the  gentleman’s  perspicacity  see  no  possible 
matter  of  controversy  in  the  interpretation  and  in 
the  compliance  with  this  contract?  We  have  here 
individual  states  asking  us  for  graduation  and  pre- 
emption laws,  and  it  produces  a vast  deal  of  pro- 
longed and  angry  debate;  if  we  substitute  money 
for  land,  will  that  diminish  the  debates?  Shall  we 
not  have  all  the  angry  controversy  then  we  have 
now?  And  more?  Now,  the  general  government 
acts  on  individuals;  it  grants  pre-emption  to  A and 
B,  and  it  has  them  in  its  power;  and  yet  he  says 
there  is  the  utmost  danger  of  resistance,  and  of  our 
loosing  the  lands:  but  give  up  the  whole  and  take  a 
state  bond,  and  then  all  will  be  peace  and  quietness. 
Why,  will  there  not  be  as  much  danger  when  all 
who  might  oppose  our  authority  are  consolidated 
into  one,  as  when  we  could  deal  with  them  as  indi- 
viduals, and  take  them  one  at  a time?  Can  we  act 
on  a mass  with  more  effect  than  on  a single  man? 
Is  it  so  easy  to  deal  with  states  and  to  compel  them 
to  fulfil  their  engagements?  Was  it  found  so  in  the 
days  of  the  confederation?  Under  the  confedera- 
tion you  acted  on  states — on  states  who  had  made 
promises;  and  did  the  plan  work  well?  Was  it  per- 
fectly easy  to  raise  the  respective  quotas  of  the 
states,  even  under  the  most  urgent  pressure  of  the 
wants  of  the  continental  army,  fighting  for  the  liber- 
ties of  us  all?  No;  it  was  found  to  be  a contest  of 
government  against  government,  and  it  was  found 
that  governments  are  not  as  likely  to  pay  as  indi- 
viduals; and,  if  they  refused,  it  was  much  harder  to 
coerce  them.  Hence  that  form  of  government  was 
changed;  and  our  revolutionary  forefathers  were  so 
‘•idle,  or  unjust  or  foolish”  as  to  think  they  gained 
by  the  exchange!  and  the  federal  constitution  stands 
a monument  of  their  wisdom  to  this  day.  But  now', 
forsooth,  we  are  to  travel  back  again  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  old  exploded  confederation!  We  are  to 
give  up  the  land  which  is  ours,  and  in  the  sale  and 
management  of  which  we  have  to  do  with  individu- 
als only;  and  we  are  to  convert  this  vast  and  wide 
landed  inheritance  into  debts  of  particular  states.  I 
do  not  distrust  the  honesty  of  the  states,  or  their 
good  intentions;  but  we  know  that  it  is  not  always 
convenient  to  pay  to-day.  Do  debtors  never  ask 
indulgence  as  to  terms  or  as  to  time?  If  we  take 
these  state  bonds,  are  we  perfectly  sure  they  will 
i)6wer  become  a subject  of  controversy?  May  the 
stales  not  say  the  progress  of  graduation  is  too  slow? 
it  keeps  our  people  waiting  too  long;  give  us  a mo- 
dified graduation  law  with  shorter  periods  of  re- 
duction, so  that  we  may  get  the  land  at  nine  pence 
the  acre  so  much  the  sooner?  HU  peace-making 
proposition  only  changes  the  ground  of  controversy, 
it  does  not  remove  it.  Its  whole  operation  is  to 
part  with  all  the  grounds  of  controversy  we  know, 
and  look  out  for  new'  sources  of  discord  at  present 
unknown.  Shall  we  leave  the  ground  we  have  so 
long  trod,  and  with  every  <bot  of  which  w’e  are  fa- 
miliar, to  plunge  into  a sea  of  troubles  new  and  un- 
tried? I say  no.  And  then  we  are  to  purchase  all 
this  trouble  at  a price. 

A few  years  ago  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
senator  was  to  give  up  half  the  public  lands.  Was 
this  fair,  to  surrender  by  cession  to  the  use  of  a few 
that  which  is  equally  the  property  of  all?  To  pacify 
the  clamors  of  nine  slates,  shall  we  give  up  one-half 
of  160,000,000  acres  of  land?  Is  not  such  a price 
rather  high?  And  have  we  a right  to  pay  it?  I hold 
we  have  not.  The  entire  scheme  seems  to  me  to 
be  one  of  the  wildest,  most  wasteful,  most  visionary 
conceptions  that  ever  entered  into  the  brain  of  a 
statesman. 

But  the  object  of  the  scheme  is  to  get  rid  of  exe- 
cutive patronage.  Now,  I am  not  an  advocate  of 
executive  patronage.  But,  let  me  ask,  what  a vast 
patronage  will  there  not  be  exerted  by  giving  away, 
in  one  single  act  of  generosity,  an  entire  moiety  ot 
the  public  domain.  Seldom,  indeed,  is  one  indivi- 
dual so  fortunately  placed  as  to  be  able,  by  a single 


act  of  magnificence,  to  make  a present  of  eighty 
million  acres  of  land — a vast  and  royal  donation,  to 
be  sure.  Yet  the  honorable  senator,  while  making 
this  popular  largess  of  eighty  million  acres  of  land 
belonging  to  the  whole  union,  is  terribly  opposed  to 
patronage,  and  he  tells  us,  as  one  of  his  ‘‘demon- 
strations,” that,  if  we  refuse  to  make  this  gift,  nine 
states  will  be  able  to  seize  and  carry  off  the  whole 
property  in  a body,  against  the  will  of  the  other 
seventeen  states.  The  “demonstration,”  I confess, 
does  not  to  me  appear  to  be  very  logical.  I do  not 
believe  these  states  will  ever  be  so  unjust,  so  rapa- 
cious, so  profligate,  as  to  attempt  thus  to  seize  upon 
the  property  of  their  fellow  citizens.  But  if  there 
is  such  great  and  imminent  danger  that  these  states 
will  thus  seize  upon  the  lands  if  we  refuse  to  cede 
them,  can  not  the  honorable  gentleman  suppose,  on 
the  same  ground  of  reasoning,  that  the  states  may 
tear  up  the  bonds  if  we  do  cede  them?  If  he  con- 
siders them  so  utterly  unprincipled,  so  impudent 
and  shameless  as  to  seize  upon  and  appropriate  to 
themselves  lands  which  belong  to  the  whole  family 
of  confederated  states,  what  will  there  be  to  restrain 
them  from  vacating  their  bonds  after  we  have  sur- 
rendered the  land  into  their  possession?  One  part 
of  the  gentleman’s  argument  supposes  the  states  to 
be  all  virtue  and  good  faith,  the  other  all  rapacity 
and  violence.  There  is  great  danger,  imminent 
danger  of  our  losing  the  whole  domain,  and  we  must 
give  it  away  before  the  states  take  it  by  force;  but 
when  these  entire  lands  shall  be  converted  into  the 
shape  of  a bond,  then  these  states  are  to  be  all  pu- 
rity, all  honesty,  all  fidelity.  For  my  part  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  we  cannot  depend  on  these  nine  states 
for  their  fulfilment  of  their  constitutional  obligation 
to  the  union,  we  cannot  depend  on  any  voluntary 
engagement  they  may  now  enter  into. 

I apprehend  no  such  danger.  I do  not  call  upon 
the  senate  to  cede  the  public  domain  on  any  such 
ground.  If  that  is  to  be  the  ground  of  our  proce- 
dure, I say  let  the  lands  go.  I will  not  be  one  to 
encourage  the  spoilers.  I will  never  be  one  to  say 
this  thing  must  be  done  and  will  be  done.  On  their 
own  heads  be  it.  I will  take  neither  part  nor  lot  in 
the  responsibility. 

I repeat  that  I have  no  objection  whatever  to 
consent  to  pre-emption,  provided  the  rights  of  all 
the  states  can  be  respected.  That  is  all  I ask. — 
That  was  all  my  amendment  proposed.  I am  sen- 
sible that  I have  occupied  too  much  of  the  time  of 
the  senate,  but,  challenged  and  called  out  as  I have 
been  as  one  who  had  ottered  a proposition  so  out- 
rageous, so  enormous,  so  monstrous,  that  I shrank 
from  all  attempt  to  defend  it,  I could  not  refrain 
from  saying  a word  in  explanation  and  reply.  The 
whole  subject  I know  is  perfectly  stale.  Not  a 
word  can  be  said  upon  it  that  has  not  been  better 
said  already.  Yet,  as  my  proposition  was  pro- 
nounced an  enormity,  I wished  to  show  that  I did 
not  shrink  from  its  avowal  and  defence.  The  enor- 
mity of  which  1 have  been  guilty  is  a simple  act  of 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  my  state  legislature. 
The  plan  i3  before  the  country,  and  denounced  as 
it  may  be,  and  outrageous  as  it  has  been  called,  it 
is  a plan  which  has  received  the  public  approbation 
wherever  I have  been.  My  own  3tate  has  passed  a 
solemn  resolution  giving  it  the  seal  of  her  approval. 
In  offering  it  here,  I have  but  obeyed  her  voice,  and 
no  denunciation,  however  loud  and  swelling,  shall 
turn  me  aside  from  the  course  she  has  marked  out 
for  me  to  pursue.  She  understands  her  interests; 
she  jtsdges  calmly;  she  asks  nothing  but  her  plain 
recorded  right,  and  I ask  nothingmore  in  her  name. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  in  reply,  and  noticed  in  the 
first  place  an  allusion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  “old- 
er politicians,”  which  he  appeared  to  consider  as 
personally  aimed  at  himself.  If  the  phrase  had 
been  so  intended  to  apply,  it  was  a great  error. — 
While  Mr.  B.  was  at  his  home  in  Missouri,  long 
before  he  had  enjoyed  the  honor  of  a seat  on  the 
floor  of  the  senate,  he  recollected  reading  with  great 
satisfaction  the  printed  speeches  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  So  far  from  being  the 
oldest  politician  in  this  body,  the  oldest  sitting 
member  of  the  senate  was  then  upon  his  right  hand, 
(pointing  to  Mr.  Knight,  of  Rhode  Island) — a 
gentleman  who  had  been  honored  by  the  successive 
elections  of  his  own  state  for  23  years.  There  was 
but  one  example  here  present  of  an  older  politician 
than  the  senator  from  Kentucky  himself,  and  for 
that  the  senator  must  look  or.  his  right  hand,  (al- 
luding, as  was  understood,  to  Mr.  Clay.)  The 
honorable  gentleman  (said  Mr.  B.)  supposes  that  l 
made  use  of  the  word  cunning  in  application  to  him. 
If  I did  make  use  of  that  term  in  what  I said  of  the 
gentleman,  I take  it  back.  I do  not  think  I used 
the  word.  But  if  I did,  I freely  admit  that,  if  it 
was  applied  to  that  honorable  senator,  it  did  him 
injustice.  I will  treat  that  frank  and  magnanimous 
gentleman  as  he  deserves,  and  I am  fully  aware  that 
there  is  nothing  in  his  character  which  deserves 


such  an  epithet.  So  far  from  that,  the  defect  in  his 
character  (and  in  every  character,  however  excel- 
lent, there  must,  it  seems,  be  some  alloy)  lies  in 
the  opposite  direction  So  far  from  deeming  him 
cunning  over-much,  his  defect  lies  in  not  being 
cunning  enough,  as  is  manifest  in  the  present  case; 
for  he  has  not  had  sufficient  cunning  to  prevent  his 
being  made  sponsor  on  this  floor  for  a child  of  which 
he  is  not  the  father.  [A  laugh]. 

And  now,  as  to  the  epithets  of  which  the  honora- 
ble senator  seemed  so  much  to  complain.  I have 
never  aimed,  in  my  poor  speeches,  at  more  than  one 
quality,  and  that  is  intelligibility.  I have  never 
aimed  at  the  language  of  the  rhetoritician,  but  have 
been  contented  with  making  myself  understood.  In 
the  present  case,  however,  it  seems  that  even  in  this 
I failed;  for  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  does  not 
seem  able  to  take  in  that  feature  of  his  proposition 
which  drew  from  me  the  epithet  which  I employed. 
The  proposition  itself — I mean  that  part  of  it  which 
proposes  a distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands — is  bad,  always  bad.  It  was  this  I cha- 
racterised as  enormous,  and  as  outrageous.  It  has 
been  denounced  by  me  from  the  first.  But,  odious 
as  it  is  in  itself,  it  has  a feature  a thousand  times 
more  odious  than  it  ever  exhibited  before,  and  that 
is  found  in  its  chronology — the  time  when  it  is  of- 
fered. 

It  proposes,  at  a time  like  this,  and  in  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  treasury,  to  withdraw  one-fourth  of 
the  public  revenue,  and  it  is  to  be  followed  by  what 
ha3  been  distinctly  intimated  to-day,  viz:  the  impo- 
sition of  new  taxes.  It  is  this  feature  of  the  gentle- 
man’s amendment — the  withdrawing  one-fourth  of 
the  revenue  and  supplying  the  deficit  by  exercising 
the  tax-levying  power — that  I denounced  as  an 
enormity.  I denounced  it.  I denounced  the  pro- 
posal to  withdraw  from  the  treasury  the  entire  land- 
ed revenue.  I never  say  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  nor  do  the  gentlemen  on  the  otberside  of  this 
question  ever  speak  of  the  landed  revenue.  I al- 
ways speak  of  the  revenue,  and  never  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  and  I say  it  is  a clear  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  to  give  the  revenue  we 
have  got  to  the  states,  and  then  to  levy  other  taxes 
to  supply  the  deficiencies.  It  is  in  principle  the 
same  thing  as  if  we  laid  a tax  for  that  very  pur- 
pose. This  feature  of  enormity  is,  however,  ren- 
dered still  more  odious.  The  gentleman  has  let  out 
to-day  a little  more  of  the  policy  of  the  coming  ad- 
ministration than  he  did  yesterday.  He  did  not  be- 
fore tell  us  how  the  deficit  of  four  millions  produc- 
ed by  withdrawing  the  existing  landed  revenue  was 
to  be  made  up  to  the  treasury.  But  to-day  he  has 
come  out  more  boldly,  and  has  avowed  his  plan  to 
be  to  lay  a tax  upon  luxuries.  I here  tell  him  that 
it  is  as  unconstitutional  to  tax  a luxury  as  it  is  to 
tax  a necessary  of  life,  if  the  tax  is  laid  for  uncon- 
stitutional purposes.  It  is  as  unconstilutional  to 
lay  a tax  upon  silks  and  wines  as  upon  sugar  and 
salt,  if  the  tax  is  levied  to  supply  a deficit  caused 
by  the  distribution  of  the  landed  revenue  among  the 
several  states.  And  as  to  the  plan  of  taxing  French 
silks  and  French  wines,  I am  prepared  to  show  not 
only  that  it  is  unconstilu'ional,  but  to  demonstrate 
that  a tax  on  French  silks  and  French  wines  is  a 
tax  on  southern  cotton  and  western  tobacco;  and 
although  southern  cotton  and  western  tobacco  are 
willing  to  pay  their  honest  share  of  the  constitution- 
al revenue  of  this  country,  yet  they  are  not  willing, 
either  of  them,  to  be  taxed  for  an  unconstitutional 
purpose.  I will  show  that  France  takes  from  fif- 
teen to  sixteen  millions  worth  of  southern  cotton, 
and  receives  from  this  country  four  fifths  of  all  the 
tobacco  which  is  consumed  in  her  kingdom;  and  in 
what  does  she  pay  us  but  in  her  own  products?  and 
how  can  yon  cut  off  her  products  by  your  tariff,  and 
not  at  the  same  time  cut  off  the  export  of  American 
tobacco?  I pledge  myself,  on  this  subject,  to  go 
through  all  the  complex  mazes  of  commerce,  and 
trace  out  the  course  ofour  tobacco  as  it  goes  abroad, 
and  then  to  follow  the  course  of  the  French  silks 
and  the  French  wines  as  they  return  in  exchange 
for  it;  to  trace  them  to  South  America,  where  they 
are  exchanged  for  dollars,  and  then  to  follow  the 
course  of  this  imported  coin  as  it  comes  in  to  re- 
plenish the  treasury  and  to  augment  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country.  I am  ready;  1 will 
meet  the  gentleman  at  any  time;  I am  prepared  to 
show  this.  I am  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman’s 
argument,  not  with  epithets,  but  with  statistics, 
which  have  been  published  and  annually  submitted 
to  congress  for  nineteen  years.  I have  kept  these 
documents;  I am  in  the  habit  of  keeping  them,  not 
forornamerit,  but  for  use.  I have  carefully  studied 
them,  and  have  traced  every  branch  of  your  com- 
merce, and  seen  how  it  operates  on  the  relative  in- 
terests of  every  country  in  the  world.  I dismiss 
the  subject  now,  repeating  the  opinion  that  the 
measure  proposed  in  the  senator’s  amendment  is  a 
clear  violation  of  the  constitution. 
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But  the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  remark  on  the 
language  I employed  in  speaking  on  the  conse- 
quences of  this  distribution.  I said  that  when  the 
proposition  was  first  introduced,  I opposed  it  on  the 
threshold,  as  tending  to  a seizure  of  the  revenue  of 
the  country,  and  that  I then  predicted  that  if  we 
once  brought  the  stales  to  taste  this  blood,  if  they 
once  learned  to  lick  this  blood,  and  to  lap  up  this 
blood,  they  would  go  on  until  they  sucked  out  the 
very  last  drop  of  the  life-blood  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  drained  its  veins,  till  at  length  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  no  other  food.  I said  it;  1 
used  these  words;  1 wrote  them  down  at  the  time; 
there  they  stand  in  a volume  of  Gales  & Seaton’s 
Register  of  debates;  and  though  for  uttering  them  I 
encountered  such  a shower  of  denunciation  on  this 
•floor  that  it  required  some  personal  courage  to  ride 
home  to  my  lodgings,  yet  I avow  and  glory  in  them. 
Whatever  may  have  been  said  then,  or  may  be 
thought  now,  I feel  a conviction  that  the  time  is 
coming,  and  coming  more  rapidly  than  I then 
thought,  when  the  current  revenue  of  the  govern- 
ment is  to  be  seized  on.  And  now  here  has  come 
a proposition  to  do  that  very  thing.  The  senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden)  has  brought 
into  this  body,  and  urged  on  this  floor,  a proposition 
I denounced  four  years  ago.  Yes,  the  time  has 
come,  the  measure  is  proposed,  and  we  are  invoked 
to  hang  the  twenty-six  states  of  this  confederacy 
on  the  breast  of  the  federal  government,  to  suck  the 
life-blood  from  its  veins.  Here  is  the  realization  of 
what  I then  said,  that  if  the  states  once  got  the  taste 
of  this  blood,  they  would  be  satisfied  with  no  other 
food.  It  is  my  pride  and  glory  to  have  foretold  it — 
to  have  stood  up  nearly  alone,  [murmurs  of  “solita- 
ry and  alone,”]  or  with  only  four  or  five  compa- 
nions, against  a stream  of  popularity  which  over- 
turned all  opposition.  Yes,  sir,  I said  this — I then 
uttered  the  prophecy,  and  I glory  in  it.  While  I 
thus  exercise  the  privilege  of  a man  who  has  had  a 
seat  for  twenty  years  on  this  floor  (though  I am  not 
the  oldest  politician  in  (his  body)  of  saying,  when 
my  friends  have  gone  wrong,  “I  told  you  so,”  yet  I 
am  not  quite  so  bad  as  the  old  lady  who  was  accus- 
tomed to  utter  this  expression,  who,  when  she  was 
told  that  the  cow  had  swallowed  the  grindstone,  ex- 
claimed, “I  told  you  so.”  I am  not  quite  so  bad, 
but  what  1 told  them  was  true.  I could  not  see  far 
enough  into  futurity  in  1838  to  see  what  has  hap- 
pened to-day,  yet  I denounced  the  proposition  as 
being  the  old  requisition  of  the  confederation  re- 
versed. It  was  the  states  calling  for  money  on  the 
general  government,  instead  of  the  government  cal- 
ling on  the  states,  which  was  the  very  thing  which 
rendered  the  old  confederation  a rope  of  sand.  I 
could  not  then  foresee  that  only  four  years  after  the 
words  were  uttered,  we  should  have  had  a proposi- 
tion brought  in  here  to  take  the  current  revenue  of 
this  government  and  distribute  it  among  the  states. 
I said  another  thing  at  that  time.  I said  that  the 
money  which  was  called  a surplus,  and  deposited 
with  the  states,  was  gone.  It  was  gone  forever. 
That  point  is  now  given  up.  There  was  one  thing 
which  I did  not  foresee,  that  the  government,  being 
stripped  of  its  revenues  and  forced  to  issue  treasury 
notes,  and,  therefore,  failing  to  make  its  last  depo- 
site  of  this  surplus,  would  be  accused  of  a breach  of 
faith  towards  the  states,  and  charged  with  not  pay- 
ing a debt  it  owed  them.  That  I did  not  foresee. 
When  I denounced  the  measure  of  distribution,  as 
it  became  a public  man  to  do,  and  warned  the  se- 
nate, that  in  an  operation  of  this  kind,  once  begun, 
it  was  the  “first  step  which  cost”  all,  I did  not  fore- 
see that,  within  six  months  from  that  time,  a fortifi- 
cation bill  to  secure  the  defences  of  the  country  was 
to  be  sunk  and  lost  under  a proposition  for  another 
distribution. 

Why  do  I recur  to  these  facts?  It  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  justifying  what  I said  as  to  the  enormity  of 
the  proposition  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  It  is 
to  support  myself  in  declaring  that,  if  we  adopt  the 
course  now  proposed,  we  shall  be  going  on  to  the 
destruction  of  this  government;  marching  towards 
it  at  full  gallop.  Who  talks  about  public  defences 
now?  My  honorable  colleague  over  the  way,  (Mr. 
Linn).  Who  else?  Nobody.  Who  talks  of  our 
difficulties  with  Europe?  Many  gentlemen;  but  on 
that  subject  I have  never  opened  my  mouth.  And 
why?  Because  I was  afraid  to  let  my  sentiments  be 
known  upon  it?  No.  But  I will  tell  you  why.  Be- 
cause the  country  was  not  ripe  for  it.  The  public 
mind  was  not  ripe  to  hear  those  truths  which  the 
womb  of  time  contained.  Because  I could  not  go 
into  the  subject  without  touching  on  what  I see  a 
lew  years  ahead.  But  what  has  become  of  the  whole 
idea  of  the  public  defences?  From  the  time  that 
the  distribution  scheme  was  introduced,  the  whole 
idea  vanished  at  once  from  the  minds  of  our  politi 
cian9,  (I  do  not  say  from  the  minds  of  the  people). 
As  chairman  of  the  military  committee  I was  cried 
down  on  this  floor  tor  bringing  in  the  fortification 


bill.  So  keen  were  gentlemen  to  get  hold  of  the 
public  money  and  devide  it  among  the  states  that 
not  a dollar  could  be  got  for  the  public  defence.  All 
was  given  up,  and  distribution!  distribution!  w'as 
the  cry,  and  that  is  to  be  the  whole  policy  now'.  I 
set  my  face  against  it  from  the  beginning,  and  the 
remembrance  of  it  is  one  of  the  consolations  I shall 
carry  with  me  from  public  life.  I see  this  govern- 
ment reverting  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood 
under  the  old  confederation,  though  by  an  opposite 
process,  and  I forsee  that  this  appetite  for  the  fede- 
ral revenue  will  grow  by  what  it  feeds  on.  1 thank 
the  gentleman  for  putting  me  in  mind  that  1 said 
then  what  would  be  the  effect,  if  it  was  not  the  ob- 
ject, of  the  proposed  deposite  with  the  states,  name- 
ly, to  break  down  the  deposite  banks.  I said  that 
the  money  would  be  an  evil  present  to  every  state 
that  received  it;  that  it  would  operate  as  a curse; 
and  I now  appeal  to  senators  from  every  state  to 
say  whether  that  has  not  been  the  effect  of  it.  I 
ask  every  state  whether  they  do  not  condemn  the 
measure  at  this  day;  whether  they  were  not  like  a 
young  and  inexperienced  man,  who,  having  won  a 
prize  in  the  lottery,  rushes  at  once  into  a hundred 
extravagances,  the  very  first  of  which  soon  swallows 
up  the  prize.  The  states  felt,  when  they  received 
this  money,  as  if  they  had  gotten  hold  of  an  inter- 
minable supply,  and,  with  one  accord,  they  all  rush- 
ed into  experiments,  for  scarce  one  of  which  they 
were  ripe.  It  was  only  the  first  instalment  they 
received,  they  had  not  got  the  rest,  and  the  expen- 
diture was  worse  than  useless.  They  are  involved 
in  debt,  and  they  come  here  for  money  to  pay  the 
interest.  Bad  as  it  is  to  have  26  states  rushing  on 
this  feeble  government  to  suck  out  its  vital  blood; 
bad  as  this  is,  it  is  a trifle  to  the  evil  of  bringing 
upon  us  the  bankers  and  capitalists  of  Europe  to 
influence  our  elections,  and  change  our  executive 
government,  that  they  may  thereby  raise  the  price  of 
American  stocks.  It  has  brought  us  to  what  all  the 
genius  of  Sherdian  never  foresaw.  We  have  seen 
monarchs  of  Europe  deposed,  and  kingdoms  seized, 
to  pay  a note  of  hand.  We  have  seen  rajahs  and 
sultans  the  descendants  of  the  great  mogul,  tumbled 
from  their  thrones,  and  their  kingdoms  seized  and 
ravaged,  to  pay  a note  of  hand;  and  yet  all  this  is 
but  a trifle  to  the  degradation  suffered  by  the  Ame- 
rican people  in  witnessing  the  election  of  a presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  become  a stock  jobbing 
operation  on  the  London  exchange.  All  this  was 
more  than  1 expected,  but  it  is  upon  us,  and  we 
must  endure  it.  But  so  long  as  I hold  a seat  upon 
this  floor,  I shall  be  found  fighting  for  the  general 
government  against  the  states  who  would  suck  out 
her  life-blood,  and  against  European  bankers  and 
capatalists  who  have  changed  the  executive  of 
the  American  government  to  augment  the  price  of 
stocks. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  The  senator  has  based  his 
whole  reply  to  my  remarks  on  the  assumption  that 
the  states  do  not  possess  the  right  to  demand  of  the 
general  government  a distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
their  common  estate  in  the  public  lands.  I went  on 
the  assumption  that  they  have  that  light.  That  is 
not  denied;  and  has  not  been  disproved.  True  the 
money  has  to  pass  through  the  treasury,  but  still  it 
is  their  money.  This  point  the  senator  has  not 
touched;  every  thing  has  been  argued  but  the  prin- 
ciple point  in  the  argument,  on  which  all  the  rest 
hangs  and  turns. 

The  honorable  gentleman  in  his  concluding  re 
marks,  made  a very  extraordinary  assertion  indeed. 
Alluding  to  the  late  presidential  election,  and  the 
influence  of  foreigners  in  this  country,  he  ascribed 
the  change  in  the  executive  administration  of  this 
government,  to  the  bankers  and  stockjobbers  in 
England  and  in  this  country.  Can  this  be  possible? 
Sure  I am  that  if  such  an  influence  does  exist,  it  has 
not  reached  the  part  of  the  country  where  I reside; 
nor  can  it  have  operated  where  the  honorable  sena- 
tor himself  lives;  as  the  vote  of  his  state  for  Martin 
Van  Buren  conclusively  proves.  It  is  not  at  that 
end  of  the  union,  then;  and  I am  sure  it  is  not  in 
the  centre;  where,  then,  is  this  dangerous  and  irre- 
sistible influence  which  has  revolutionized  our  whole 
party  history?  Where  I ask  has  it  been  at  work? 
Here  are  collected  representatives  of  every  portion 
of  the  entire  union,  then;  to  each  senator  I put  the 
question.  Was  ityourstate  whose  vote  has  been  con 
trolled  by  the  tricking,  stockjobbing  capitalists  of 
Europe?  Which  of  the  states  is  it  that  lies  under  this 
foul  stigma?  Or  is  it  branded  on  the  forehead  of  the 
whole  American  people?  Is  this  entire  republic  to 
be  considered  as  justly  charged  with  this  dishonor? 
Is  it  true  that  the  2 or  3 millions  of  voters  who  con- 
stitute that  majority  whose  votes  have  brought  in  a 
new  administration  have  been  influenced,  swayed, 
bought  up  with  foreign  money! — the  meanest  and 
basest  of  all  influences.  Where  is  the  evidence  that 
fixes  a blot  like  this  to  the  American  name?  For 
myself  and  my  constituents,  for  the  noble  and  belov- 


ed state  I represent  in  part  on  this  floor;  I put  the 
charge  far  from  me.  If  there  has  been  such  an  in- 
fluence at  work,  it  has  not  been  among  us.  Not  one 
man  of  the  twenty-six  thousand  majority  of  votes 
cast  in  Kentucky  for  gen.  Harrison  has  acted,  as  I in 
my  soul  believe,  from  any  such  base,  unworthy,  de- 
grading influence.  Loth  am  I to  believe  that  any 
free-born  American  citizen  has  acted  so  unworthily 
of  his  name;  and  his  birthright.  And  again,  I ask 
where  is  the  proof  it?  Does  the  senator  believe  that 
proof  to  be  found  in  a correspondence  between  an 
agent  in  the  state  of  Missouri  and  some  financiering 
gentleman  in  England. 

[Mr.  Benton,  across,  “A  director  of  the  bank  of 
England.”] 

Well;  a director  of  the  bank  of  England,  with  re- 
spect to  the  sale  of  a portion  of  the  Missouri  stock? 
Is  that  what  the  senator  relies  on?  The  agent  here 
writes  to  his  correspondent  in  England  as  to  the  in- 
fluence likely  to  be  exerted  by  public  events  in  this 
country  on  the  price  of  American  stocks.  Is  there 
any  thing  so  wonderful — any  thing  “so  monstrous,” 
so  “outrageous”  in  this?  Can  any  thing  be  more  na- 
tural, more  in  course,  than  such  a correspondence  on 
such  a subject?  Suppose,  instead  of  speaking  ot 
the  price  of  stocks,  he  had  been  writing  about  the 
probable  price  of  cotton,  might  he  not  have  referred 
to  a probable  change  in  our  financial  system  as  like- 
ly to  affect  that  article  of  trade?  Does  not  every  bo- 
dy know  that  the  very  slightest  change  in  public  af- 
fairs has  an  effect  on  the  commercial  world,  and 
immediately  affects  the  state  of  the  prices  in  the 
market?  And  why  should  not  this  be  mentioned  in 
regard  of  slocks,  as  well  as  any  thing  else  for  sale  in 
the  market.  That  is  all  the  proof  I have  heard  in  sup- 
port of  this  mighty  charge  about  British  stockjobbing 
influence  in  American  elections. 

[Mr.  Benton,  across,  “Not  the  tenth,  not  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  proof.”] 

No.  I will  tell  the  honorable  senator  what  has 
produced  this  astounding  political  change.  The 
gentleman  shall  not  escape  from  the  argument — 
from  a fact  so  notorious.  It  would  indeed  be  but  a 
melancholy  consolation  to  the  gentleman  and  his 
friends  to  ascribe  their  defeat  to  the  dishonor  of 
their  native  country.  Were  I in  their  situation, 
sooner  than  cast  a stigma  like  this  on  the  land  of 
my  nativity,  and  on  so  large,  so  vast  a majority  of 
my  countrymen,  I would  admit  that  my  party  had 
mismanaged  public  affairs;  or  that  at  least  the  peo- 
ple thought  they  had;  or,  somehow  or  other,  they 
had  lost  the  public  confidence.  Never,  never  since 
.the  foundalion  of  the  government,  did  so  many 
American  freemen  cast  their  votes  with  one  special 
and  specific  understanding  as  to  the  grounds  of  their 
united  action.  That  is  my  opinion.  The  result  of 
the  late  election  is  not  the  effect  of  British  gold,  but 
the  sense  of  the  American  people  as  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  public  affairs,  publicly  and  palpably 
expressed.  Let  not  gentlemen  attempt  to  get  out 
of  the  position  in  which  that  election  has  placed 
them,  by  stigmatizing  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  corruption.  No;  no.  This  expression 
of  opinion  come  from  the  old  genuine  republican 
stock  who  set  up  the  government;  it  is  a spark  from 
the  old  revolutionary  flint,  and  it  has  blown  the  gen- 
tlemen sky  high.  Let  them  not,  now  that  they  have 
reached  the  ground,  and  are  rubbing  their  bruised 
and  broken  limbs,  try  to  disguise  from  themselves 
the  truth  as  to  what  hurt  them.  Strange  indeed 
would  it  be,  could  the  magic  wand  of  British  gold  be 
applied  to  produce  such  a result.  All  the  natural 
causes,  on  that  subject,  seem  to  point  the  other  way. 
We  might  expect  that  kings,  and  presidents  who 
try  to  be  and  to  live  like  kings,  feel  a natural  sym- 
pathy with  each  other.  They  do  not  seek  to  put 
down  the  throne  to  raise  the  cottage.  If  the  real 
truth  could  be  come  at  in  the  matter,  I verely  be- 
lieve that  there  was  more  foreign  sympathy  with 
the  reigning  president  than  with  his  plain,  humble, 
republican  opponent.  There  is  not  a state,  no,  nor 
a county,  through  this  wide  union,  that  was  sway- 
ed in  its  late  vote  by  any  influence  from  the  Lon- 
don exchange.  Gentlemen  are  sadly  puzzled  to 
account  for  the  result.  Some  say,  “oh,  it  was  all 
the  work  of  British  gold!”  Others  say  “it  was 
nothing  but  the  senseless  cry  about  log  cabins  and 
hard  cider.”  All  sorts  of  devices  are  used  to  dis- 
guise a fact  so  appalling.  Some  say  it  was  all  the 
effect  of  coon  skins.  [A  laugh.]  And  one  very 
distinguished,  intellectual,  argumentative  senator  as- 
sured us  that,  if  the  principles  of  the  whig  party 
were  to  be  carried  out,  they  wrnuld  lead  only  to  this, 
that  we  should  pull  down  this  magnificent  capitol, 
the  proud  hall  of  American  legislation,  and  build  in 
its  place  a log  cabin  hung  round  with  coon  silcins! 
[Laughter  ] But  the  genllemen  do  not — or  will 
not — understand  what  they  see.  It  is  no  cry  about 
log  cabins  or  hard  cider  that  ha9  thus  moved,  as 
one  man,  almost  the  whole  American  people.  It 
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was  something  greater,  higher,  deeper.  I know 
that  the  election  of  William  Henry  Harrison  is  to 
the  politicians  a stumbling  block,  and  to  the  Van 
Buren  men  foolishness;  but  to  any  unbiassed,  can- 
did intelligent  observer,  it  must  appear  to  be  the 
wisdom  and  the  power  of  a great  people.  I can  tell 
the  gentlemen  that  it  is  not  so  very  politic  to  sneer 
at  log  cabins.  They  are  the  emblem,  the  visible 
type,  of  the  power  of  the  people.  Long  will  it 
continue  to  be  dear  to  them  as  a remembrancer  of 
the  fact  that  they  were  able,  by  the  peaceful  fiat  ol 
their  will,  to  take  the  man  they  loved  from  a log 
cabin,  and  set  him  in  the  place  of  their  dominion.  It 
is  the  practical,  visible,  tangible  symbol  of  their 
power — which  may  God  preserve!  Think  you  to 
win  their  favor  by  treating  it  with  scorn  and  deri- 
sion? You  forced  it  on  us  by  your  taunts;  you 
laughed  at  our  candidate  as  the  inmate  of  a cabin; 
and  you  have  seen,  and  you  now  feel,  the  effect  of 
your  own  wit;  and,  if  I am  not  very  much  mistaken, 
you  will  never  need  another  lesson  to  teach  you  the 
danger  of  sneering  at  log  cabins.  The  people  are 
coining,  on  the  4th  of  March,  to  show  you  what  it 
is  to  set  your  foot  upon  them.  They  are  bringing 
the  man  of  the  log  cabin,  and  they  mean  to  place 
him  in  yonder  white  house.  You  puzzle  your  heads 
sadly  to  account  for  it;  but  we  will  work  out  the 
sum  for  you. 

Mr.  Benton.  I have  not  attributed  the  result  of 
the  late  presidential  election  to  any  one  cause, 
though  I did  say  that  it  was  influenced  by  the  bank- 
ers and  stockjobbers  on  the  London  exchange.  The 
two  letters  on  that  subject  to  which  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  alluded  are  but  as  two  grains  to  a moun- 
tain in  the  mass  of  evidence  on  that  point.  But  I 
do  not  ascribe  the  result  to  any  one  cause.  I ac- 
knowledge it  to  be  perfectly  incomprehensible  to 
me.  [A  laugh  from  many  senators.]  1 profess 
myself  to  be  without  any  belief  on  the  subject. — 
[Laughter.]  I see  and  hear  a ttiousand  opinions  on 
every  side.  I give  my  ear  to  them.  I give  them 
the  weight  they  are  entitled  to;  but  still  I am  left 
without  a belief  on  the  subject.  When  I see 
the  gentleman  who  has  been  deposed  receiv- 
ing 370,000  more  votes  now*  than  at  his  last  elec- 
tion; when  I preceive  that  he  got  450,000  more 
votes  than  ever  general  Jackson  did,  and  yet  see 
him  beaten  by  130,000  or  140,000  votes,  it  is,  I own, 
incomprehensible  to  me.  While  I did  say  that  I 
felt  it  a degradation  that  European  capitalists  should 
mingle  in  our  political  struggles,  and  control  our 
elections;  and  while  1 did  say  that  it  is  humiliating 
to  see  the  election  of  an  American  president  made 
a stockjobbing  speculation  on  the  London  exchange, 
yet  I did  not  attribute  to  that  influence  the  majority 
of  140,000  votes  which  have  brought  gen.  Harrison 
into  office.  I acknowledge  that  result  is  incompre- 
hensible to  me.  I cannot  yet  see  how  it  was  done. 
[Loud  laughter  on  one  side  of  the  senate.] 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Calhoun — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  reminded  the  senate  that  the 
amendment  contained  a blank  which  should  be  filled 
before  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  left  the  blank  to  be  filled 
by  the  senate  as  it  might  think  proper.  If  the 
amendment  should  prevail,  the  blank  might  be  filled 
afterwards. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  there  was  no  need 
of  filling  the  blank  at  this  moment. 

Air.  Preston  said  the  proposition  was  one  of 
importance,  and  he  required  a little  time  to  reflect 
before  he  voted  upon  it;  and  he  thereupon  moved 
that  the  senate  adjourn.  The  motion  prevailed,  and 
the  senate  adjourned. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  27.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Walker,  a document  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  in  Missouri,  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land. 

By  Mr.  Ruggles,  from  citizens  of  Maine,  asking 
that  there  may  be  no  repeal  of  the  fishing  bounties. 

By  Mr.  Bayard,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  the  erection  of  a new  custom  house. 

By  Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  legislature  of  Arkansas, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  a road  from  Helena  to 
Cache.  Also,  from  the  same,  for  a donation  for  the 
River  turnpike  company. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  citizens  of  Michigan  in  fa- 
vor of  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Wall  reported  a bill  for  1 lie  relief  of  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  company. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  being  the  disposition  of  the  memoiia! 
from  the  tobacco  planters  of  Prince  George’s  coun- 
ty, Md.  when  Mr.  Merrick  spoke  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Air.  Calhoun,  of  yesterday,  and  showing 
the  justice  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 


Mr.  Calhoun  replied — though  favorable  to  the  to- 
bacco interest  he  was  opposed  to  retaliatory  mea- 
sures, and  thought  the  memorial  should  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn, Merrick,  Preston  and  Linn  participated,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  latter  gentleman,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  agriculture. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  pre-emption  bill. 

Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Anderson  and  Wright  address- 
ed the  senate — the  latter  gentleman,  at  4 o’clock, 
P.  M.  gave  way  for  a motion  to  that  effect,  when 
the  senate  adjourned. 

January  28.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate,  a letter  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  enclosing  the  annual  report  of  the  penitenti- 
ary of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  oT  Indiana,  presented  a joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  instructing  their 
senators  and  requesting  their  representatives  in  con- 
gress to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law, 
at  as  early  a day  as  possible. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  resolution 
was  read,  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Olay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  report  and 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that  state  relative 
to  the  controversy  between  Maine  and  Georgia,  on 
the  subject  of  the  delivery  by  the  former  of  certain 
fugitives  from  justice. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Tallinadge,  from  citizens  of  Poughkeep- 
sie and  Whitesboro’,  N.  Y.  and  from  an  association 
in  New  York,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  a remonstrance  from  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  New  York  against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot 
law. 

Also,  a petition  from  citizens  of  New  York  in 
favor  of  tea  and  coffee  being  substituted  for  the 
spirit  ration  in  the  navy. 

By  Messrs.  Allen , of  Ohio,  and  Norvell,  of  Michi- 
gan, from  citizens  of  their  states,  in  favor  of  a bank- 
rupt law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallinadge , the  committee  on 
naval  affairs,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  house  rent  to  officers  at- 
tached to  navy  yards,  w here  no  houses  are  provided 
for  their  accommodation. 

Air.  Pierce  moved  a resolution  inquiring  into  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on  news- 
papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  it  was  resolved  to  ap- 
point a committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  join 
a similar  one  of  the  house,  to  count  the  votes  for 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

Mr.  Preston  introduced  a bill  to  secure  to  drama- 
tic authors  their  right  of  property  therein. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  relative  to  pre- 
emption rights;  when  Mr.  Wright  rose  and  closed 
tiis  remarks  thereon.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Clay,  who,  after  speaking  some  time,  gave  way  for 
a motion  to  that  effect,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  29.  Mr.  White  rose  and  presented  the 
resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Indiana,  in  favorol  a national  bank  with  certain  re- 
strictions, and  gave  his  own  views  upon  the  subject, 
and  concluded  by  moving  that  the  resolutions  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  according- 
ly agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Norvell  and  Tallinadge  presented  peti- 
tions, from  citizens  of  their  respective  states,  in 
favor  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Air.  Giaham,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  ascer- 
tain the  practicability  and  probable  cost  of  re-open- 
ing a direct  communication  between  Albemarle 
sound  and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Air.  G.  spoke  at 
some  length  upon  the  subject. 

Messrs.  Preston,  Huntington  and  Hubbard  were 
named  as  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  senate, 
to  count  the  votes  for  president  and  vice  president, 
and  to  notify  the  persons  elected  of  the  same. 

A bill  increasing  the  pay  of  certain  officers  of  the 
revenue  cutters,  while  serving  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  was  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  pre-emption  bill, 
which  being  further  discussed,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  30.  Certain  communications  were  re- 
ceived from  the  president  and  laid  before  the  se- 
nate. 

Air.  Tallinadge  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
hon.  W.  C.  Rives,  senator  elect  from  Virginia,  who 
was  duly  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Air.  Knight  presented  the  credentials  of  the  hon. 
James  F.  Simmons,  senator  elect  from  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island,  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  which 
were  read  and  placed  on  file. 


Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  fish- 
ing bounties. 

Mr.  Phelps  reported  a bill  amendatory  of  the  act 
granting  certain  relinquished  lands  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  certain  rivers. 

Mr.  Allen  reported  a bill  extending  the  time  for 
continuing  Virginia  military  land  warrants. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  pre-emption  bill — when  Air.  Calhoun  delivered 
his  views  thereon. 

Alessrs.  Mangam  and  Webster  each,  replied  at 
some  length,  to  Air.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Young  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
the  proposition,  substantially,  of  Mr.  Calhoun , 
which  had  been  rejected  some  days  since.  • 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  and 
Mr.  Young,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  27.  Mr.  Crabb,  of  Alabama, 
under  a supension  of  the  rule,  presented  a memo- 
rial of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  praying  to  be  re- 
imbursed $150,000  expended  by  them  in  the  late 
war  with  the  Creek  Indians — referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs. 

The  treasury  note  bill  was  then  taken  up  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole — Air.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the 
chair. 

Air.  Pope,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  conclud- 
ed his  remarks  at  half  past  2 o’clock,  when  the  chair 
gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Wise,  who  yielded  it  for  the 
purpose  of  personal  explanation  to  Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
son,who  said  that,  in  the  report  in  the  Globe  of  last 
evening  of  a discussion  which  arose  in  this  house 
yesterday,  the  following  language  appeared  as  hav- 
ing been  used  by  Mr.  Duncan: 

“But  that  not  being  done,  he  denounced  its  au- 
thor (pointing  to  Air.  Win.  Cosi  Johnson)  a base 
liar,  a contemptible  puppy,  a scoundrel  and  an  in- 
famous coward.” 

All  that  I have  to  say  (continued  Air.  J.)  is,  that 
this  language  was  not  used  by  the  member  from 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Duncan),  as  will  be  remembered  by 
every  gentleman  who  was  present.  The  member 
had  stated  yesterday,  most  untruly,  that  the  state- 
ment in  the  “National  Intelligencer”  was  false;  and 
he  also  stated  in  this  report  in  the  “Globe”  that  he 
had  not  heard  my  remarks  made  to  him  the  day  pro- 
ceeding. I did  not  feel  disposed  to  enter  into  dis- 
cussion on  yesterday,  but  I was  determined  not  to  be 
diverted  from  the  object  I had  in  view  by  epithets 
or  interruptions  of  any  kind.  That  object  was,  in 
the  first  place,  to  avow  the  language  attributed  to 
me  in  the  report  of  the  “Intelligencer;”  and,  se- 
condly', to  prove  that  what  I had  stated  was  true, 
that  the  member  had  been  branded  as  a coward; 
and  thirdly,  to  intimate,  in  the  most  civil  way  I 
could,  that  a particular  law  which  had  been  passed 
by  a former  congress  would  have  no  influence  on 
me  in  demanding  or  giving  satisfaction  for  personal 
insults.  This  latter  remark  had  not  appeared  in  the 
Intelligencer.  I did  not  wish  to  go  into  a discus- 
sion as  to  whether  the  member  from  Ohio  heard  the 
remark  I made  or  not.  He  says  he  did  not  hear 
me;  and  yet  he  replied  at  the  time  to  the  first  part 
of  the  sentence,  disclaiming  that  he  had  charged 
general  Harrison  with  cowardice.  It  was  a little 
curious  that  he  should  have  heard  the  first  and  not 
the  last  wfords,  when  those  last  words  were  uttered 
in  a louder  voice  than  the  first.  The  chairman 
(Air.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina)  says  he  did  not 
hear  them.  This  is  not  less  strange,  as  they  were 
heard  all  over  the  house,  and  in  the  galleries,  and 
by  every  one  else,  except  the  member  from  Ohio 
and  the  then  chairman.  I must  have  had  some 
power  of  ventriloquism  when  1 pitched  my  voice 
over  the  chairman,  and  into  the  galleries  beyond 
him. 

I_say,  as  regards  this  statement  in  the  “Globe,” 
that  it  is  false;  that  the  language  imputed  to  the 
member  from  Ohio  w'as  not  used;  and  that  there  is 
no  member  here,  of  any  party,  who  will  rise  and 
assert  that  it  was  used;  that  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
engage  in  a personal  controversy  with  him;  and  that 
I shall  never  resort  to  the  use  of  Billingsgate  my- 
self, nor  allow  myself  to  be  governed  by  it.  But  I 
will  not  suffer  the  manifest  position  I assumed  in 
this  matter  to  be  changed,  and  which  was  pro  licat- 
ed  upon  a fact  for  w hich  I wras  ready  to  vouch,  and 
of  the  truth  of  which  I yesterday  gave  abundant 
evidence  to  this  house.  I say,  in  conclusion,  that 
whatever  I might  know  to  be  the  true  character  of 
a member  on  this  flpor  as  depriving  him  of  the  rights 
of  a gentleman — whenever,  as  in  this  case,  I had 
directly  and  unequivocally  assailed  such  a man— I 
should  not  take  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a gen- 
tleman, however  1 might  know  such  to  be  the  fact. 

I But  1 repeat  that  the  language  which  I have  read 
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was  not  used;  and  if  it  had  been,  I certainly  should 
not  have  noticed  it.  I have  not  been  taught  that 
an  insult,  direct  and  unequivocal,  was  to  be  reveng- 
ed by  Billingsgate  words;  and  if  the  member  is  sa- 
tisfied with  that  revenge,  he  is  altogether  welcome 
to  its  enjoyment. 

Mr.  Wise  then  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
committee.  He  directed  his  remarks,  in  the  first 
place,  to  a certain  matter  of  fact,  which  he  had  stat- 
ed on  a former  day,  in  reference  to  an  outstanding 
debt  for  public  work  done  at  Old  Point  Comfort, 
and  to  the  verification  of  the  statement  he  then  made 
by  the  introduction  of  evidence  of  the  fact. 

Messrs.  Jones  and  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  made 
brief  statements  aifeeting  the  same  point. 

Mr.  Wise  then  proceeded  in  his  argument,  which 
was  addressed,  in  the  first  place,  to  an  explanation 
of  the  grounds  on  w hich  he  intended  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  and  which  he  slated  to  be  three: 

First,  he  said  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  as  a friend 
of  the  coming  administration,  and  with  a view  to 
supply  that  administration  with  the  immediate  means 
to  carry  on  the  government  after  the  4th  of  March, 
knowing  no  other  means  of  meeting  the  exigency. 

Secondly,  to  prevent  an  extra  session. 

And,  thirdly,  to  prevent,  during  the  year  1841,  a 
premature  agitation  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  W.  proceeded  for  about  an  hour,  when,  giv- 
ing way  to  a motion  lor  the  purpose,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Boardman  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ot  state  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  an  abstract  of  the  returns 
of  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Connecticut,  showing 
the  number  of  slaves  within  said  district  by  the  census 
of  1840.  And  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  house 
whether  the  captives  from  the  schooner  Amistad  were 
included  in  the  said  number  of  slaves. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Jan.  28.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  various  reports  from  the  post  office  and  war 
departments. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  second  reading,  and  were  referred  as  follows: 

To  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  in  the  territories  of  the  U.  States,  in 
certain  cases.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

To  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  between 
the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  private  land  claims. 

Confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Louisiana. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  private  land  claims. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr. 
Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  trea- 
sury note  bill. 

Mr.  Wise  having  taken  the  floor,  in  continuation 
of  his  remarks  of  yesterday — 

Mr.  Duncan  rose  and  asked  the  gentlemen  from 
Virginia  to  yield  the  floor  for  a moment,  lor  the 
purpose  of  personal  explanation. 

Several  voices  were  heard  in  dissent;  but, 

Mr.  Wise  remarking  that,  as  he  had  yielded  the 
floor  yesterday,  for  purposes  of  explanation,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson),  it  was 
but  an  act  of  courtesy  that  he  should  now  yield  it 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  a similar  purpose, 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  rose  and  reiterated  the  state- 
ment w hich  appeared  in  the  “Globe”  of  a previous 
day,  in  relation  to  certain  language  stated  to  have 
been  applied  by  him  to  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  and 
announced  his  intention,  that  there  might  be  no 
mistake,  to  republish  that  statement  under  his  own 
signature. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  (who  was  not  in  the  hall 
when  Mr.  D.  commenced  his  remarks,  but  who  en- 
tered it  at  the  close)  said  that  he  had  not  heard  the 
remarks  which  had  just  fallen  from  the  member  from 
Ohio,  but  that  he  had  been  informed  of  their  tenor 
and  abusive  character.  If  he  had  heard  them,  he 
should  not  have  replied.  His  only  object  in  rising 
now  was  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to  the  reporter- to 
the  “Globe,”  who  had  yesterday  addressed  him  a 
letter,  which  he  (Mr.  J.)  would  send  to  the  clerk’s 
table  to  be  read,  showing  that  the  remarks  publish- 
ed in  that  paper  had  been  piepared  by  the  member 
from  Ohio  himself. 

The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

House  of  representatives,  Jan.  27,  1841. 

Sip:  As  an  act  of  justice  to  myself,  I take  the 
liberty  of  stating,  that  the  reported  proceedings  in 
the  Globe  in  relation  to  certain  language  which 
you  deny  was  applied  to  you,  were  revised  by  Mr. 
Duncan  previous  to  their  going  to  press.  Very  re- 
spectfully your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Hunt,  reporter  to  the.  Globe, 

To  the  lion.  W.  C.  Johnson. 


Thus  (continued  Mr.  J.)  it  will  be  seen  not  only 
that  the  member  from  Ohio  has  been  branded  with 
cowardice,  but  that  he  is  now  doubly  branded  with 
falsehood.  Now,  I appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen 
whether,  in  this  state  of  things,  it  is  possible  that  I 
can  notice  the  member  from  Ohio? 

Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
do  not  think  I ever  will  give  way,  while  I have  the 
floor,  to  another  scene  of  this  sort.  The  anti-duel- 
ling bill  is  producing  its  bitter  fruits— it  is  making 
this  house  a mere  “bear-garden.”  We  have  an  ex- 
ample in  the  present  instance.  Here,  with  permis- 
sion of  the  chair  and  committee,  and  without  a call 
to  order  from  any  body,  we  see  and  hear,  one  mem- 
ber fMr.  Johnson)  say  to  another  ( Mr.  Duncan) 
“that  he  had  been  branded  as  a coward  on  this  floor;’ 
the  other  says  back  that  “he  is  a liar!”  And,  sir, 
there  the  matter  will  stop — there  will  be  no  fight. 

Mr.  W.  then  resumed  at  length  his  argument 
from  yesterday,  which  was  directed  to  the  two  lat- 
ter reasons  then  assigned  by  him  as  governing  the 
vote  he  intended  to  give  in  favor  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  namely: 

To  prevent  an  extra  session. 

And  to  prevent  a premature  interference  with  the 
tariff  question  during  the  year  1841. 

Mr.  W.  had  not  concluded,  when  at  half  past  3 
o’clock,  he  gave  way  to  a motion  that  the  commit- 
tee rise;  which  prevailed. 

And  (he  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

After  the  committee  of  the  whole  had  risen,  Mr. 
Profit,  of  Indiana,  obtained  the  floor  and  said  he 
hoped  the  house  would  take  some  action  upon  the 
bill  which  had  been  so  long  the  subject  of  debate, 
and  on  which  all  had  made  up  their  minds.  We 
had  heard  long  lectures  delivered  on  the  subject  of 
wasting  the  time  of  the  house  by  gentlemen  who 
were  now  occupying  two  or  three  days  each,  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  the  tariff,  and  a hundred 
other  irrelevant  questions;  and  now,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  rapidly  drawing  to  a close,  without  any 
thing  beneficial  to  the  country  having  been  accom- 
plished, we  were  adjourning  at  three  o’clock,  ap- 
parently mindful  of  nothing  but  our  personal  com- 
forts. He  (Mr.  P.)  was  anxious  to  reach  a measure 
of  vital  importance  to  his  state — the  bill  confirming 
a grant  of  land  to  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal — and 
would  move  that  (he  house  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  that  bill. 

The  question  being  put,  the  house  was  found  to 
be  without  a quorum,  and  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  29.  Mr.  Burke  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce a resolution  to  revive  a committee  appoint- 
ed at  the  last  session  relative  to  contracts  made  by 
the  clerk  of  the  house  for  stationary,  &c.  which 
motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Calvary  Morris  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  [notice  of  which  he  had  given  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  session]  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury  law'; 
but  several  members  objecting,  he  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. — 
The  yeas  arid  nays  being  taken,  the  house  refused 
to  suspend  the  rules  by  the  following  vote — yeas  79, 
nays  87. 

On  motion  of  J.  Q.  Mams  the  house  granted  the 
use  of  the  hall  on  Monday  morning  next  to  the  pu- 
pils of  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum. 

Mr.  Pickens  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  intro- 
duce a resolution  calling  upon  the  president  forcer- 
tain  information  or  correspondence  in  relation  to  re- 
cent seizures  or  search  of  American  vessels  upon 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  went 
into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
issue  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes, 
Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Wise  having  taken  the  floor  for  the  purpose 
of  resuming  his  argument  of  yesterday,  Mr.  Rhett 
requested  him  to  yield  it  for  a moment  to  enable 
him  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  Wise  having  yielded,  Mr.  Rhett  said  he 
had  understood  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise)  had  said  yesterday,  that  a member  of 
the  convention  of  South  Carolina,  (now  holding  a 
seat  on  this  floor)  had  in  that  body  (so  high  had  the 
excitement  run)  proposed  a dissolution  of  the  union. 
As  he  (Mr.  R.)  was  the  only  member  of  that  con- 
vention on  this  floor,  he  supposed  the  gentleman 
must  have  referred  to  him. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  that  he  did  al- 
lude to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr 
Rhett);  that  such  was  the  impression  then  prevail- 
ing in  the  country,  and  that  if  the  newspapers  at 
that  time  were  to  be  believed,  a dissolution  of  the 
union  was  actually  proposed  or  talked  of  in  that 
convention. 

Mr.  Rhett  said  that  the  gentleman  was  entirely 
misinformed.  Neither  he  nor  any  other  member  of 
'the  convention  ever  proposed  a dissolution  of  the 


union,  nor  was  any  such  proposition  ever  made  or 
discussed  in  the  convension. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  he  was  glad  he 
had  made  the  remark,  because  it  had  afforded  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett)  an  op- 
portunity of  contradicting  it.  He  hoped,  so  far  at 
least  as  South  Carolina  was  concerned,  that  that 
section  of  the  country  would  stand  vindicated  from 
the  charge  forever. 

Mr.  Wise  then  resumed  his  argument  from  yes- 
terday, and  concluded  at  half  past  3 o’clock;  the 
floor  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  when  Mr. 
Jameson  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  but  there 
being  no  quorum,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
that  fact  to  the  house. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Stanly,  the  house  again  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole, "when  Mr. 
Hubbard  addressed  the  committee  until  nearly  four 
o’clock,  w'hen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  Mr. 
Hubbard  gave  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn,  which 
prevailed,  and  so  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  30.  The  special  order  on  the 
treasury  note  bill  was  announced;  when  Mr.  Pick- 
ens, by  consent,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  house,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest,  any  information  or  correspondence  he 
may  have  in  relation  to  recent  seizures  or  search  of 
any  of  our  vessels  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  or  else- 
where, by  British  cruisers  or  authorities,  and  the  cause 
of  such  search  or  seizure,  and  the  authority  under 
which  they  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  also  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the 
governments  ot  the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain 
relating  to  the  African  slave  trade,  since  the  3rd  of 
March,  1837,  and  of  despatches  from  Nathaniel  P. 
Trist,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  Havana,  to  the 
department  of  state,  relating  in  any  way  to  the  said 
African  slave  trade.’’ 

Mr.  Pickens  accepted  this  amendment  as  a modi- 
fication of  his  resolution. 

And,  as  thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  following  resolu- 
tion, received  from  the  senate  yesterday,  was  taken 
up,  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  join  such 
committee  ns  may  be  appointed  on  die  part  ot  the  house 
of  representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report  a.  mode  of 
examining  the  votes  for  president  and  vice"  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elect- 
ed of  their  elections. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication and  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  survey 
of  the  northeastern  boundary,  proposing  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  72,500  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  current  year  for  that  object. 

The  report  wa3  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  answer  to  a call,  giving  the  amount  of 
treasury  note*  and  drafts  issued  since  Jan.  1,  1840; 
also  in  relation  to  the  deposite  of  treasury  notes  in 
bank,  the  amount  and  description  of  funds  received 
for  such  deposites,  and  whether  the  money  was  left 
in  deposite  or  transferred  to  the  sub-treasury;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  settlement  and 
payment  of  the  claims  of  Alabama,  arising  out  of 
the  Creek  war,  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  affairs. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  ofthe  w hole 
Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,  on  the  treasury 
note  bill,  when  Mr.  Hubbard  concluded  his  speech. 

Mr.  Jenifer  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  which 
he  intended  to  move  at  the  proper  time,  restricting 

the  amount,  interest,  and  time  of  redemption and 

then  addressed  the  house  for  two  hours;  chiefly  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Wise.  J 

Mr.  Jenifer  having  concluded,  Mr.  Vanderpoel 
obtained  the  floor;  but  yielded  it  momentarily  to 

Mr.  Cushing,  who  explained  the  views  of  the 
north  with  regard  to  the  tariff— they  wished  for  a 
tariff  because  they  believed  the  alternative  to  be 
direct  taxation.  1 hey  wanted  a discriminating 
tariff,  and  not  a high  protective  tariff  with  extra- 
vagant duties.  They  desired  a policy  of  concilia- 
tion—a policy  of  compromise,  in  which  a just  re- 
gard should  be  had  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
United  States— they  desired  a discriminating  tariff, 
that  in  a moderate  degree  would  maintain  the  in- 
terests of  all  parts  ot  the  United  States,  provided  it 
be  in  no  degree  beyond  the  wants  of  the  general 
government. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  then  took  the  floor,  but  gave  way 
to  a motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

After  the  committee  had  risen,  Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
son, on  leave,  presented  a memorial,  claiming  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 
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Abolition  riots  ax  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  Daily 
Journal  of  the  ‘28th,  states  that  quiet  had  in  a great 
measure  been  restored.  The  negro  who  murdered 
McCleary  was  apprehended  and  committed  to  prison, 
and  the  house  in  which  the  murder  was  committed 
was  secretly  set  on  fire  and  suffered  to  burn  to  the 
ground,  without  any  body  raising  a hand  for  its  pre- 
servation. 

Bank  of  the  U.  States.  There  are  outstanding  at 
the  present  time  $750,005  of  the  notes  of  the  United 
Slates  bank,  most  of  which  are  supposed  to  be  de- 
stroyed, as  they  have  almost  entirely  ceased  to  make 
their  appearance  for  redemption. 

Brokers’  terms.  In  reply  to  a correspondent,  who 
inquires  the  definition  of  the  abreviations  used  in  no- 
tices in  sales  of  stocks  at  the  board  of  brokers,  we  an- 
swer as  follows: 

“S.  O.” — Stands  for  sellers’  option  when  to  deliver 
the  stock  purchased. 

“B.  O.’’ — Buyers’  option  when  to  receive  stock 
bought.” 

“R.  W.’’ — The  regular  course  of  sales — on  cash  to 
bo  paid  the  day  following  purchase. 

“Flat;’' — Without  interest. 

“N.  W.” — To  be  delivered  next  week. 

The  term  “bear,”  is  applied  to  those  dealers  in 
stocks,  whose  interest  it  is  to  depress  the  price  of  a par- 
ticular stock,  in  order  to  purchase  it  as  low  as  possible 
to  meet  their  sales  made  on  time  speculations. 

The  word  “Bull,”  to  those  whose  speculations  make 
it  for  their  interest  that  the  stock  should  advance.  The 
“bulls”  toss  the  stock  up— the  “bears’’  force  it  down. 

[N.  Y.  Standard. 

Dr.  Eldridge.  We  learn  from  the  Philadelphia 
Chronicle  that  the  jury  sitting  in  the  trial  of  Dr.  Eld- 
ridge,  after  having  been  thirteen  days  locked  up  with- 
out”being  able  to  agree,  have  been  discharged.  At  the 
time  of  their  separation  they  stood  eleven  for  conviction 
and  one  for  acquittal. 

Jas.  B.  Glentworth.  This  notorious  individual 
has,  we  hear  with  pleasure,  been  indicted  by  the  grand 
jury  now  silling. 

There  will  be  now  an  opportunity  of  sifting  judicial- 
ly, and  establishing  or  confuting  the  charge  of  procur- 
ing illegal  votes.  [2V.  Y.  Am. 

Harrison’s  inauguration  suit.  The  Lowell 
(Massachusetts),  Courier  says:  We  were  yester- 

day shown,  by  Samuel  Lawrence,  a splendid  piece 
of  black  broad  cloth,  manufactured  by  the  Mid- 
dlesex company,  in  this  city,  to  the  order  of  tile 
Baltimore  Tippecanoe  clubs,  and  designed  for 
tbe  inauguration  suit  of  general  Harrison.  The 
cloth  is  made  entirely  from  American  wool,  a part 
of  which  was  from  Mr.  Lawrence’s  flock  of  sheep 
in  Connecticut,  and  it  is  probably  the  finest  article 
of  the  kind  ever  manufactured  in  this  country.  It 
is  precisely  such  cloth  as  the  president  ought  to 
wear  at  the  time  of  his  inauguration,  and  such  as 
it  is  an  honor  to  American  skill  to  have  produced. 

Mrs.  Harrison.  A correspondent  of  a Provi- 
dence paper,  writing  from  Cincinnati,  says:  “Mrs. 
Harrison  has  for  many  years  lived  in  great  retire- 
ment, I am  informed  it  is  now  more^than  twelve 
years  since  she  visited  this  city.  She  is  a lady  of 
exemplary  character — of  strong  domestic  feelings, 
and  warm  glowing  piety.  She  is  much  absorbed  in 
file  care  of  her  numerous  family,  and  much  attach- 
ed to  the  old  homstead;  and  it  is  probable  she  will 
continue  to  make  North  Bend  the  place  other  resi- 
dence most  of  the  time.  The  honors  of  the  white 
house  will  be  dispensed,  it  is  supposed  by  one  of  her 
daughters.” 

Hunt’s  Merchants’  Magazine.  The  January  num- 
ber of  this  excellent  periodical  was  duly  laid  upon  our 
desk  by  Messrs.  Knight  & Colburn.  It  contains  its 
usual  variety  of  interesting  and  entertaining  matter. — 
We  perceive  that  the  February  number  is  now  out. 

Insolvency.  Those  who  have  applied  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tiie  insolvent  laws  in  Baltimore  city  and  county, 
during  the  last  four  years,  amount,  on  an  average,  to 
672  per  annum- 

Law  decision.  Important  to  steamboat  owners.  In 
a suit  brought  in  the  superior  court  at  Cincinnati  by 
the  executors  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  which 
burst  her  boiler  on  the  Mississippi  in  April  1838, 
against  the  Protection  Insurance  company,  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  sum  of  $4,259  on  a policy  of  insurance. 
Defendants  contended  that  the  boat  was  lost  by  the 
negligence  ol  the  insured  or  his  agents,  and  that  this 
should  discharge  the  contract  of  insurance.  They  con- 
tended that  the  explosion  of  itself  was  presumptive 
evidence  of  negligence,  and  that  the  burthen  of  proof 
lay  upon  the  plaintiffs  to  show  that  there  was  no  negli- 
gence. They  also  contended  that  the  explosion  of 
boilers  is  not  a risk  assumed  by  the  insurer  of  a steam- 
boat, unless  it  be  expressly  named.  The  jury  under 
charge  of  the  court  brought  in  a verdict  for  the  defen- 
dants. The  Cincinnati  Republican  says:  “Whatde- 

free  of  negligence  will  forfeit  the  insurance  contract, 
as  not  yetbeen  decided.  The  negligence  of  any  one 
agent  of  the  insured,  if  the  insurance  office  can  prove 
itTry  presumption  of  the  circumstances,  and  the  insurer 
cannot  prove  the  absence  of  neglect,  on  the  part  of  all ; 


his  agents,  servants  or  family,  may  entitle  the  insurance 
office  to  a discharge  in  Ohio.’’ 

Life  boats.  The  Massachusetts  Humane  society, 
aided  by  a grant  of  $5,000  from  the  commonwealth  for 
the  purpose,  has  provided  life  boats — twelve  in  num- 
ber— to  be  stationed  at  the  most  exposed  points  of 
the  sea  coast  within  the  state,  for  the  relief  of  ship- 
wrecked mariners  and  others.  Each  boat,  suitably  fur- 
nished and  made  capable  of  being  transported  to  any 
reasonable  distance,  when  necessary,  is  committed  to 
the  charge  of  ten  discreet  and  able  bodied  men,  desig- 
nated by  the  selectmen  of  their  respective  towns;  five 
or  six  of  their  number  being  competent  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a boat.  Each  company  is  under  the  direction 
of  a captain  or  headman. 

Mail  robbers.  The  four  persons  committed  to  our 
county  prison  last  week  charged  with  robbing  the  mails 
failed  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  bail,  and  were  delivered 
over  to  the  custody  of  William  Crawford,  esq.  one  of 
the  assistants  of  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania.  On  Tuesday 
morning  Mr.  Crawford,  with  sheriff  Meason,  and  a 
posse,  left  town  with  three  of  them,  (Braddee,  Pirnell 
and  Strayer),  for  Pittsburg.  They  travelled  to  Browns- 
ville in  coaches,  and  there  took  a steamboat  for  the  city. 
Corman  the  stage  driver,  is  still  in  our  county  jail.  On 
Tuesday  an  excavation  was  made  of  a few  feet  of 
ground,  (on  a new  street),  which  was  formerly  a privy 
and  part  of  the  lot  on  which  Dr.  Braddee’s  dwelling 
house  is  situated,  when  another  mail  bag  was  found, 
containing  letters  dated  in  January,  1840.  Crucibles 
and  a bar  of  metal  were  also  found  in  the  same  place. 

[Unionlown  Pa.  Genius  of  Liberty. 

Maple  sugar.  The  quantity  of  maple  sugar  pro- 
duced in  N.  Hampshire  in  the  year  1839,  was  1,165,070 
pounds.  Rockingham  county  produced  336  pounds; 
Strafford  189,147;  Merrimack,  62,937;  Hillsborough, 
42,908;  Cheshire,  189, 2S7;  Sullivan,  142,541;  Grafton, 
343,467,  and  Coos,  94,347  11)3.  [tV.  II.  Patriot. 

Martyrdom  in  Madagascar.  A recent  London 
Evangelical  Magazine  gives  the  melancholy  intelligence 
that  sixteen  of  the  persecuted  Christians  of  Madagas- 
car, who  had  for  a long  time  succeeded  in  concealing 
themselves  front  their  pursuers,  had  been  apprehended, 
and  that  nine  of  their  number  were  cruelly  speared  to 
death  on  the  9th  of  July.  Among  them  were  Ramina- 
hy,  the  wife  of  Davis,  one  of  the  refugees  now  in  Eng- 
land, and  Paul  and  his  excellent  wife,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  the  “narrative  of  persecutions  in  Madagas- 
car.” 

McLeod.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  of  the  29th  ult. 
stales  that  McLeod  was  discharged  from  custody  on 
the  27th,  the  requisite  bail  having  been  procured.  No 
sooner  was  he  released,  however,  than  a numerous 
band  of  men,  two  or  three  hundred  in  number,  seized 
upon  him,  and  conveyed  him  back  to  prison,  where  he 
is  yet  confined.  The  avowed  object  of  this  disorderly 
proceeding,  it  is  stated,  was  to  afford  the  owner  of  the 
Caroline  an  opportunity  to  arrest  McLeod  for  the  de- 
struction of  that  boat,  on  a suit  for  damages. 

This  lawless  act,  says  the  Baltimore  American,  is 
much  to  be  condemned.  The  pretext  is  a mere  nothing. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  many  reckless  men  on  the  fron- 
tier, some  perhaps  with  special  designs,  who  are  seeking 
to  precipitate  matters  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  and  for  this  purpose  apply  themselves  to  the 
prejudices  and  excited  feelings  of  the  people  along  the 
border.  The  nation’s  honor  should  not  be  allowed  to 
rest  in  the  keeping  of  such.  It  is  an  unworthy  deed 
to  wreak  upon  one  poor  prisoner,  that  indignation 
which  is  due  to  a national  act,  now  avowed  by  Great 
Britain. 

New  Orleans  commerce.  During  the  quarter  end- 
ing 31st  December,  1S40,  the  tonnage  of  the  different 
vessels  which  arrived  at  this  port  from  sea  was  182,762, 
being  an  increase  of  36.332  tons  since  the  correspond- 
ing quarter  of  1839.  We  have  taken  the  trouble  of 
looking  back  as  far  as  1831  and  find  that  the  total 
amount  of  tonnage  arrived  at  this  port  during  the  last 
quarter  of  that  year  was  75,396.  The  increase  since 
that  period,  is  107,330  tons  No  other  city  can  boast 
this  or  come  near  it.  [Picayune. 

Passports.  The  New  Haven  Register  says — “Per- 
haps it  is  not  generally  known,  that  any  citizen  intend- 
ing to  travel  in  Europe,  can  procure  a passport  free  of 
charge  from  Washington.  He  has  but  to  leave  the 
necessary  directions  with  a collector  or  postmaster,  and 
it  is  their  duty  to  procure  the  document.’’ 

Pork  west.  The  following  were  the  advertised  rates 
of  pork,  at  Lacon,  on  the  Illinois  river,  January  15th. 


Per  100  lbs. 

Hogs  between  125  and  150  lbs. 

$1  75 

do. 

150  and  175  do. 

2 00 

do. 

175  and  200  do. 

2 50 

do. 

200  and  225  do. 

2 75 

Over 

225 

3 00 

These  were  ihe  cadi  rates.  The  Peoria  Register  says 
that  “should  the  seller  be  disposed  to  take  part  goods, 
or  wait  a few  weeks  for  his  pay,  about  one-fourth  of  a 
cent  more  per  pound  will  be  given.  One  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  advertising  house  resides  in  Boston,  and  is 
extensively  engaged  in  the  produce  business.  The 
house,  we  understand,  will  purchase  all  that  may  be 
offered.’’ 

Railway  talking  machine.  A late  English  jour- 
nal in  referring  to  the  London  and  Blackwall  rail  road, 
mentions  a “talking  machine”  constructed  with  gal- 


vanic wires,  by  means  of  which  conversation  could  be 
carried  on  between  London  and  Blackwall  with  the 
greatest  ease  and  precision.  By  way  of  illustrating 
the  efficiency  of  this  talking  machine  Mr.  Stephenson 
said  that  he  went  to  the  station  in  London  one  day  to 
inquire  for  one  of  his  assistants.  He  was  not  there, 
but  the  attendant  said  that  he  would  inquire  if  he  was 
at  the  other  end  of  the  line;  he  did  so;  in  a few  se- 
conds the  answer  was  that  he  was  not  there.  But 
about  five  minutes  afterward  the  talking  machine  in- 
formed him  in  London  that  his  assistant  had  arrived 
at  the  Blackwall  terminus;  upon  which  he  instructed 
the  attendant  to  say  by  the  same  agency,  “tell  him  to 
come  here  directly.”  In  ten  minutes  from  that  time 
he  arrived,  the  distance  being  nearly  seven  miles.  If 
the  distance  were  100  miles  the  conversation  could  be 
carried  on  just  as  readily,  for  the  communication  tra- 
velled at  the  rate  of  20  miles  a second.  [N.  Y.  Times. 

The  Franklin  rail  road  is  now  completed  from 
Chambersburg  to  Hagerstown,  and  will  be  formally 
opened  to-morrow  the  3d  inst.  There  is  thus  a con- 
tinuous line  of  rail  roads  from  Hagerstown  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

Real  estate  in  New  Orleans.  The  Louisiana 
Advertiser  of  the  15th  ult.  notices  a sale  of  real  estate, 
which  it  says  “shows  a lamentable  evidence  of  the  de- 
crease in  the  value  of  real  estate  in  that  city.  Twen- 
ty-two lots  of  ground  in  Carrolton  brought  $9,000,  and 
a lot  of  ground  in  Faubourg  annunciation,  which  was 
sold  two  years  ago  for  $15,000,  was  knocked  down  at 
1,400.  The  property  known  as  the  New  Orleans  iron 
foundery,  covered  with  buildings,  which  can  store  10,000 
bales  of  cotton,  and  having  a sleam  engine  upon  it, 
went  for  9,000.  The  two  arpents  on  the  river,  being 
one  of  the  lots  made  out  of  the  Lacoste  plantation,  and 
well  improved  with  houses,  &c.  brought  only  $8,200.’’ 

Resumption  in  Maryland  and  Virginia.  The  re- 
sumption of  the  banks  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  has 
been  going  on  very  quietly.  The  amount  of  specie 
drawn  out  in  Baltimore  the  first  day  is  said  not  to  have 
exceeded  $16,000. 

A sacked  relic.  The  sword  worn  by  general  Hugh 
Mercer  at  the  battle  of  Princeton,  N.  J.  and  which  he 
held  in  his  hand  at  tbe  time  he  fell  mortally  wounded 
on  the  battle  ground,  was  presented  to  the  St.  Andrew’s 
society  of  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday  evening  last,  by 
his  widow. 

Splendid  bequests.  On  the  death  of  our  fellow 
citizen,  Nicholas  Girod,  his  large  estate  was  adminis- 
tered upon  as  a vacant  succession,  as  he  died  without 
heirs  in  this  state,  and  was  supposed  to  have  left  no 
will.  Within  a few  days  past,  however,  discoveries 
were  made,  in  rumaging  the  contents  of  an  old  desk 
sold  as  part  of  the  estate,  which  niay  lead  to  a very 
different  disposition  of  the  property  from  what  was 
anticipated.  The  desk  alluded  to  was  purchased  at 
public  auction  by  a gentleman  of  this  city,  and  o'rl  ex- 
amination was  found  to  contain  in  a secret  drawer, 
due  bills  signed  by  the  deceased,  giving  to  certain  in- 
dividuals, corporaiions  and  public  institutions,  large 
bequests.  We  have  heard  the  following  legacies  men- 
tioned: 

To  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  buildin®  an  asylum 
for  French  orphans,  $100,090;  to  the  orphan  asylum, 
$30,000;  to  the  second  municipality,  $100,000;  to  cha- 
rity hospital,  $30,000;  to  E.  Moutamar,  $50,000;  to  E. 
Mnzareau,  $20,009;  to  Mechnud,  $20,000;  to  Denis 
Prieur,  $41,000.  [New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

Sugar  trade.  There  were  imported  in  Boston  dur- 
ing the  year  1S40 — 29,600,000  lbs.  of  brown  sugar. 

Taxes  in  New  York.  The  total  estimated  amount 
necessary  to  be  raised  in  this  city  by  tax  for  1841,  is 
$1,553,000.  The  heaviest  items  are:  almshouse  250,000 
dollars,  besides  $7,000  for  charities;  cleaning  streets 
$141,500;  interest  on  city  bonds  and  stocks  $153,000; 
lamps  and  gass  $120,000;  watch  234,000  dollars;  public 
schools  $95,000;  salaries  $60,000;  registration  of  voters 
$53,000;  building  docks  and  slips  $50,000;  fire  depart- 
ment $45,000;  roads  and  avenues  $35  000,  police  35,000 
dollars;  courts  $40,000;  county  contingencies  $30,000. 

[Sun, 

Virginia.  Geo.  W.  Summers  has  been  selected  as 
the  whig  candidate  for  congress  in  the  Kenawha  dis- 
trict. 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  We  learn  from  the 
Cleveland  Herald,  that  a considerable  part  of  this  mag- 
nificent work  is  completed.  From  Maumee  bay  to 
Providence,  30  miles  up  ttre  Maumee  river,  tbe  canal 
is  finished — 60  feet  wide  by  6 feet  deep,  a splendid 
work.  The  water  was  let  into  Maumee  city  last  fall. 
From  Providence  up  to  Defiance,  28  or  30  miles,  and 
thence  to  the  Indiana  line,  some  23  miles  further,  it  is 
full  half  finished,  except  the  reservoir  near  the  Indiana 
line,  to  cover  2,500  acres  of  land,  which  is  not  yet 
commenced  by  Ohio.  From  the  Ohio  line  west  to 
Lafayette,  it  is  so  far  finished  that  boats  passed  be- 
tween those  points  last  fall.  From  the  Ohio  line  to 
Fort  Wayne,  it  is  a large  canal,  60  feet  by  6 deep.  So 
that  all  that  remains  fo  be  done  to  open  250  miles  of 
tire  canal  from  steamboat  navigation  on  ihe  Wabash 
to  Lake  Erie,  is  to  make  the  reservoir  spoken  of,  and 
to  complete  the  half  of  50  or  60  miles  of  common  ca- 
nal— about  a 12  months  job  if  vigorously  prosecuted. 
Indiana  complains  of  the  tardiness  of  Ohio  in  com- 
pleting her  part  of  the  canal,  and  very  possibly  with 
good  reason. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  packet  ship  Emerald,  capt.  Howe,  arrived  at 
New  York  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  from 
Havre,  bringing  dates  to  January  9th,  her  day  oi 
sailing. 

The  stale  of  Paris  was  tranquil;  the  emeute  which 
was  expected  when  the  North  America  left  Liver- 
pool, had  not  broken  out. 

The  important  news  from  China,  which  was 
brought  by  the  North  America,  and  which  reached 
London  by  a telegraphic  despatch  over  land,  via 
Marseilles  and  Paris,  was  doubted  by  many  mer- 
cantile men  in  Paris.  The  “Courier  Francais” 
says  that  if  the  Chinese  have  agieed  to  pay  the 
English  65,000,000  francs,  35,000,000  of  this  sum 
must  go  to  pay  the  opium  merchants;  leaving  only 
30,000,000  francs  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war- 
whereas  the  war  will  cost  England  double  that  sum! 

The  same  paper  adds,  that  admiral  Elliot  could 
not  have  had  any  authority  to  make  a treaty  with  the 
Chinese,  unless  he  theieby  obtained  some  perma- 
nent advantage  to  the  British  government,  which 
was  not  spoken  of  in  the  late  new  s. 

The  “Courier  Francais”  further  says,  that  they 
are  assured  upon  the  highest  authority  that  the 
British  government  will  positively  insist,  (as  an  ul 
tiinatum  to  their  reconciliation  with  China),  that 
they  shall  he  allowed  to  have  a resident  minister 
constantly  at  Pekin. 

In  Paris,  M.  Thiers  had  not  made  any  further 
progress.  M.  Guizot  was  strengthening  himself  and 
endeavoring  to  preserve  pacific  relations  all  round. 

The  count  de  Pontoi3  and  M.  Cochelet  had  not 
been  recalled  from  Constantinople  and  Alexandria 
when  the  Emerald  left. 

Great  dissatisfaction  still  existed  in  the  public 
mind  in  Paris,  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Egyptian 
question  but  no  further  demonstration  had  taken 
place  in  the  chambers. 

The  weather  was  still  very  cold  in  Paris. 

J tie  fortifications  around  the  cily  were  progress- 
ing slowly.  r ° 

Havre  cotton  markety  Jan,  9.  The  market  re- 
mains neaily  the  same.  The  arrivals  of  the  week 
hive  been  large,  but  the  holders  not  being  anxious 
to  press  the  sales,  the  prices  have  been  well  main- 
tained to  the  close. 


league  for  mutual  defence,  comprising  alinostall  the 
European  powers  except  France  and  Russia,  and 
bearing  Ihe  general  title  of  the  German  confedera- 
tion. This  prominence  has  been  given  to  it  in  con- 
sequence of  the  threatening  position  assumed  by 
Fiance;  and  ns  the  possibility  ot  a war  in  Europe 
is  not  yet  entirely  removed,  it  inay  be  interesting 
to  our  readers  to  know  of  what  elements  the  league 
is  composed,  and  what  power  it  could  bring  into  the 
field  against  the  Gallic  nation. 

The  army  of  the  confederation  consists  of  10 
corps,  seven  of  which  are  unmixed,  and  three  mix- 
ed or  composed  of  the  combined  complements  of 
several  different  states.  During  peace  it  is  not  re- 
quired that  the  whole  amount  of  each  contingent 
shall  be  in  active  service,  many  being  away  on 
leave,  but  it  is  requisite  that  one  sixth  of  the  loot 
and  two-thirds  of  the  cavalry  should  be  always  em- 
ployed. Those  on  leave,  however,  must  present 
Ihemselves  each  year,  and  be  exercised  for  six 
weeks. 

The  following  is  the  exact  quantum  of  troops 
supplied  by  eacli  state,  according  to  the  last  ar- 
rangement made  by  the  diet  in  December,  1830; 
nor  is  any  state  required  to  supply  more  than  was 
at  first  settled,  although  since  that  time,  (1S21), 
the  population  in  some  is  considerably  increased: 

Corps  No  I,  2 and  3 — Austria  contributes  three 
army  corps,  amounting  in  all  to  94,822  men,  with 
192  pieces  of  cannon. 

Corps  No.  4,  5 and  6 — Prussia  contributes  three- 
army  corps,  amounting  in  all  to  79,234  men,  with 
160  pieces  of  cannon. 

Corps  No.  7 — Bavaria  contributes  one  army  corps, 
amounting  in  all  to  35,600  men,  with  72  pieces  of 
cannon. 

Corps  No.  8 — Wurlemburg,  Grand  Duchy  of 
Hesse  and  Baden,  together,  contribute  one  army 
corps,  amounting  in  all  to  30,150  men,  with  60 
pieces  of  cannon. 

Corps  No.  9 — Saxony,  Electoral  Hesse  and  Nas- 
sau, together,  contribute  one  army  corps,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  21,718  men,  with  44  pieces  of  cannon. 

Corps  No.  10 — Hanover,  Holstein,  Luenburg, 
Brunswick,  Mecklenburg  Schwerin,  Mecklenburg 
Slrelitz,  Oldenburg,  (ree  (owns  of  Lubeck,  Bremen 
and  Hamburgh,  together  contribute  one  army  corps, 
amounting  in  all  to  28,038  men,  with  56  pieces  of 
cannon. 

The  remaining  confederate  states,  instead  of  form- 
ing any  army  corps,  are  required  by  the  last  ar- 
rangement to  form  in  common  a body  of  infantry 
rpserve,  which  amounts  in  all  to  11,366  men.  In 
order  to  the  maintenance  of  these  several  forces, 
each  state  is  required  to  contribute  a certain  sum  (o 
the  general  fund. 

The  grand  total  amounts  to  300,928  men,  ami  534 
pieces  of  cannon.  But  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
numbers  above  given  are  only  the  required  mini- 
mum for  each  of  the  confederate  stales,  and  that  in 
case  of  need  the  force  actually  contributed  might 
probably  be  doubled.  [iV.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  slave  trade  ut  Rio  Janeiro.  An  officer  of 
the  United  States  ship  Potomac,  writing  to  the 
editor  of  the  Delaware  Free  Press,  gives  the  lol- 
lowing  picture  of  ihe  slave  trade  at  Rio: 

The  slave  trade  lias  never  been  prosecuted  with 
more  vigor  and  success  in  Brazil,  than  during  the 
past  five  years.  Angola  is  the  port  in  Africa  which 
chiefly  supplies  this  market.  The  difference  in 
price  between  a negro  in  Angola  and  Rio,  is  but 
one  hundred  dollars — selling  lor  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  in  Angola,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
in  this  place.  Indeed,  it  is  said  to  be  common  for 
vessels  to  bring  slaves,  as  passengers,  from  one 
port  to  the  other,  for  one  hundred  dollars  per  head. 
This  shippers  can  afford  lo  do.  as  insurance  can  he 
effected  on  a cargo,  for  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Some  years  since  government  took  measures  to 
suppress  the  trade,  but  they  have  not  been  or  are 
not  now  very  sincere  in  their  professions,  or  more 
might  have  been  done  towards  affecting  it.  In  1836 
there  was  a colonization  socipty  founded  here,  by 
the  charitable  donations  of  individuals,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  returning  all  freed  negroes  to  Africa,  ( I 
think  Liberia),  but  I do  not  know  that  any  good 
whatever  has  resulted  from  it.  One  cargo,  I am 
informed,  was  despatched,  but  were  never  heard 
fiom,  and  it  is  supposed  the  whole  number  (four 
hundred)  were  captured  by  a slaver  and  taken  to 


Cuba.  It  is  however,  most  probable  the  agents 
betrayed  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  in- 
stead of  taking  them  to  Africa,  shipped  them  to  a 
slave  trading  country  and  sold  them. 

From  Buenos  Ayres.  By  the  brig  Cadet,  captain 
Babson,  at  Boston,  from  Buenos  Ayres,  a tile  of  the 
British  Packet  has  been  received  by  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser.  The  only  news  of  importance 
is  the  subjoined  extracl: 

From  the  British  Packet , of  Nov.  28. 

Letters  from  Santa  Fe  relate  the  particulars  of  an 
engagement  which  took  place  on  the  16th  inst.  be- 
tween a body  of  200  men  of  the  confedeiated  army 
and  a considerably  superior  force  commanded  by 
Lavalle  in  person.  The  action  commenced  about 
sun  set  at  a place  called  Ties  iste  tas,  and  lasted 
till  dark.  Lavalle’s  troops  are  represented  as  not 
having  long  resisted  the  shock  of  their  opponents, 
having  fled  in  all  directions,  leaving  upwards  of 
400  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,  including  officers; 
whilst  the  lost  of  the  victors  is  stated  as  compara- 
tively small,  although  embracing  two  officers. 
Lavelle  is  said  to  have  escaped,  accompanied  only 
by  four  adjutants;  his  carriage,  however,  was  cap- 
tured. The  victorious  troops  appeared  to  have 
been  exclusively  composed  of  a division  of  Santa- 
fecinos,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Andrade, 
and  some  squadrons  of  the  Guardia  del  Monte 
militia  of  t tie  province. 

It  is  affirmed  that  Lavalle’s  (roops  have  evacuat- 
ed Santa  Fe  and  that  such  are  their  privations  from 
their  supplies  being  cut  off',  that  only  one  head  of 
cattle  is  allowed  for  the  daily  rations  of  100  men. 
Governor  Lopez  was  still  in  the  province  at  the 
head  of  the  troops.  Piesident  Oribe  continued  in 
the  command  of  the  combined  army. 

TEXAS,  MEXICO  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  a lale  date 
contains  some  information  which  has  not  yet  ap- 
peared in  this  country,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  re- 
cently made  between  Mexico  and  Great  Britain,  and 
the  more  recent  aeknowdedgment  by  the  latter 
power,  of  Ihe  independence  ol  the  republic  of  Tex- 
as. Lord  Palmerston  is  reported  to  have  said  that 
the  Texan  government  agreed  to  take  upon  itself 
$1,000,000  of  the  Mexican  debt.  It  is  added,  that 
a deputation  that  waited  upon  the  minister  upon  the 
subject,  expressed  a wish  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  giving  the  bondholders  the  option  of  re- 
ceiving part  of  (he  debt  thus  recognised  by  Texas 
in  land,  with  a view  to  colonization.  Lord  Pal- 
merston, requested  the  deputation  to  put  their 
views  in  writing.  From  the  same  source  we  learn, 
that  it  is  expressly  stipulated  in  the  Mexican  con- 
vention that  100,000,000  of  acres  of  the  vacant 
lands  in  the  departments  of  California,  Chihuahua, 
New  Mexico,  Sonora  and  Texas,  shall  be  specially 
hypothecated  in  the  payment  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  national  consolidated  fund  until  the 
lotal  extinction  of  the  bonds;  and,  by  the  decree  of 
the  Mexican  congress  confirming  the  terms,  it  is 
declared,  in  addition  to  Ihe  general  hypothecation, 
that  25,000,000  acres  of  government  lands  in  the' 
departmentshavingthe  nearest  communication  with 
the  AHantic,  shall  be  specially  set  apart  forsecurily 
to  Ihe  bondholders,  and  for  the  puiposes  of  coloni- 
zation. 

On  the  same  occasion,  a communication  was  read 
from  the  London  financial  agency  of  Mexico,  stat- 
ing that  the  plan  proposed  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  overdue  coupons  has  been  approved  by  the 
Mexican  executive,  and  wasunder  the  consideration 
of  congress.  The  whole  of  the  custom  warrants 
sent  out,  equal  to  $1,400,000,  would  be  paid  off  by 
the  end  of  the  present  year,  leaving  the  16  part  of 
1 fie  custom  revenues  available  for  the  payments  of 
the  dividends.  The  Mexican  converted  debt  is 
about  £9,806,415,  one  half  of  which  is  an  active 
five  per  cent  stock,  making  the  dividend  presently 
payable  equal  to  £243,000  per  annum. 

TEXAS. 

The  steam  ship  New  York  at  New  Orleans  from 
Galveston,  brings  Texas  papers  to  the  22d  January. 

The  congress  was  still  in  session,  but  no  impor- 
tant matters  are  under  discussion;  nor  did  the  last 
advices  from  Austin  contain  any  additional  intelli- 
gence from  the  Mexican  frontier. 

There  have  been  great  floods  even  in  Texas. — - 
Buffalo  bayou  had  risen  to  an  unusual  height,  caus- 
ing much  devastation.  People  living  on  Bray’s 
bayou  were  obliged  to  climb  trees,  to  escapedrown- 


THE  GERMAN  CONFEDERATION. 

Frequent  mention  has  been  made  lately,  in  the 
English  and  continental  papers,  of  the  military  I 
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ing.  Notwithstanding  the  great  rise  of  the  waters 
40  feet  in  Buffalo  bayou — the  weather  was  intense- 
ly cold;  and  ice  and  drift  wood  prevented  navigation 
in  the  streams.  The  Trinity  river  was  reported  to 
be  at  a high  stage,  and  rising  rapidly.  The  freshet 
has  carried  away  two  bridges  over  Buffalo,  and  one 
over  White  Oak  bayou.  Ice  was  formed  three 
inches  thick. 

The  bad  weather  had  brought  all  sorts  of  business 
to  a stand. 

CANADA. 

Union  of  the  Canadas.  The  New  York  Herald 
states  that  governor  general  Thompson  will  issue 
Iris  proclamation  on  the  7th  instant,  declaring  the 
union  of  the  two  provinces,  and  for  the  assembling 
of  the  new  parliament  at  Kingston  in  May  next. 

Kingston,  the  new  capital  of  the  United  Provin- 
ces, is  situated  on  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Ontario, 
nearly  opposite  Sackett's  harbor. 


LET  US  LOOK  AROUND  US. 

" The  task  of  removing,  for  the  time  being,  some- 
what unships  ones  faculties  as  well  as  furniture. 
At  least  he  must  have  great  facility  of  mind  who 
can  do  much  at  editing  a paper  w hilst  engaged  in 
directing  the  arrangement  which  are  necesssary  in 
fixing  a printing  office  to  the  best  advantage.  Hav- 
ing now  established  ourselves  next  to  the  old  stand 
so  longoccupied  by  our  lamented  friend,  Hezekiah 
Niees,  we  shall  be  easily  found  by  the  friends  of 
the  publication,  which  he  contributed  so  largely  to 
make  useful  to  his  countrymen. 

The  recent  occurrence  of  incidents  which  pro- 
mise to  be  highly  important  indeed  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  would  have  induced  us  to  occupy  a 
brief  space  of  our  pages  with  notions  of  our  own 
which  those  incidents  suggest,  if  we  could  have 
commanded  the  time  to  pen  them.  As  it  is,  w'e 
must  be  content  with  merely  suggesting  that  the 
termination  of  difficulties  which  Great  Britain  had 
on  hand  in  Europe,  by  the  change  of  the  French 
ministry,  in  entire  subservance  to  the  British  party 
and  policy — and  the  recent  and  sudden  termination 
of  the  several  affairs  she  had  on  hand  in  the  east,  in- 
cluding Syria,  India  and  China,  in  all  of  which  she 
has  come  off' with  a success,  that  will  be  very  apt  to 
intoxicate  the  people  as  well  as  the  government  of 
that  pround  country,  and  make  it  far  more  difficult 
for  us  to  adjust  the  long  deferred  and  accumulating 
disputes  which  unhappily  exist  between  them  and 
ourselves.  It  is  prudent  that  we  should  look  round 
us — and  prepare  as  well  as  we  can  for  duties  which 
those  unexpected  revolutions  in  affairs  may  shortly 
impose  upon  us. 

There  is  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  the  I9ih 
ult.  a very  interesting  letter  from  Montreal  on  Ca- 
nadian affairs,  which  has  elicited  from  the  Herald 
the  following  editorial  remarks;  which  we  recom- 
mend to  attention. 

“The  progress  of  British  aggrandizement  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  savage  and  civilized,  ought  to 
alarm  all  independent  nations.  Within  a few  years 
she  has  possessed  herself  ol  every  strong  hold  in  the 
European  or  Asiatic  seas,  and  has  just  set  one  foot 
upon  Candia  and  St.  Jean  d’Acre  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, while  another  is  firmly  planted  on  the  extre- 
mity of  the  old  continent,  upon  the  island  of  Chusan 
in  the  Chinese  seas.  Her  territorial  encroachments, 
by  land  and  by  water,  under  various  pretexts,  out- 
strip the  career  of  Rome  in  her  most  palmy  days. 
France,  and  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  nearly 
remain  as  they  found  themselves,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  European  war.  Russia  makes  a little  progress 
by  land,  eastward  and  southward — but  what  is  the 
speed  of  any  country  in  every  species  of  aggrandize- 
ment compared  with  that  of  England?  She  grasps 
universal  dominion. 

But  if  England  were  content  with  European  or 
Asiatic  encroachment,  we  might  pass  it  by  in 
silence.  Her  ambition  is  as  acliveon  this  conti- 
nent as  in  the  old  world.  She  has  for  half  a century 
held  possession  of  a large  tract  of  American  terri- 
tory in  Maine,  and  now  refuses  to  give  it  up.  She 
is  making  the  same  encroachments  on  the  northwest- 
on  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Under  the 
plea  of  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  she  seizes  our 
merchant  vessels  in  the  African  seas,  and  sends 
them  for  abjudication  and  confiscation  ..wherever  she 
pleases.  Not  content  with  these  encroachments,  her 
minister  at  Washington,  Mr.  Fox,  must  insolently 
demands  the  liberation  of  McLeod,  who  is  confined 
at  Lockport  under  a charge  of  being  one  of  the  per- 
petrators in  a case  of  robbery  and  murder  in  the 
■waters  of  New  York — while  in  Canada  across  the 
line,  every  preparation  seems  to  ne  makino-  to  in- 
vade our  soil,  for  the  purpose  ol  rescue,  or  to  inti- 
midate the  authorities  into  compliance  with  their 
demand. 

i In  one  view,  our  vessels  are  seized — our  territory 
held— our  waters  invaded — our  citizens  murdered— 


our  property  outraged  by  British  agency  arid  British 
subjects.  It  is  time  for  the  American  people  to 
wake  up  and  look  about  them.  What  prevents  it? 
We  will  lift  the  veil:  There  is  a mean  and  degrad- 
ing interest  in  this  country,  composed  of  stock  job- 
bers and  their  agents,  that  for  the  sake  of  borrowing 
money  and  negotiating  loans  in  London,  would  ad- 
vise the  American  people  to  submit  ro  any  indigni- 
ty, and  to  negotiate  till  the  day  of  judgment,  in  order 
that  they  might  get  their  commissions.  But  the 
great  bulk  of  the  American  people  are  made  of 
other  stuff'.  They  are  of  the  same  flesh,  blood,  soul, 
mind,  spirit  and.  race  as  the  British  are,  improved 
by  an  intellectual  foundation  of  sound  democracy — 
of  that  quality  which  crossed  the  ocean  and  planted 
their  institutions  at  Plymouth,  instead  of  tolerating 
the  abuses  of  aristocracy  in  their  native  land  The 
various  attempts  ot  England  recently  made  on  our 
rights,  will,  we  trust,  be  taken  up  with  proper  spirit 
by  the  new  administration.  It  is  time  to  look  about 
us  sharply — and  gen.  Harrison  is  the  man  to  do  it. 

We  aie  glad  to  learn  from  this  letter  that  the  scoun- 
drel who  defaced  Brock’s  monument  at  Queenston 
was  not  a native  of  the  United  States — but  a Cana- 
dian, named  LETT.  The  letter  writer  speaks  of 
the  spirit  which  would  actuate  our  nation,  could  a 
British  hand  be  found  to  perpetrate  such  an  act 
upon  an  American  monument.  Has  he  forgotten 
the  dastardly  defacement  of  the  monuments  at  the 
Washington  navy  j'ard  by  gen.  Ross’  troops,  and 
the  inscription  on  the  mutilated  marble,  ‘defaced 
by  Britons?’,  We  have  a lively  remembrance  of  it. 

The  writer  lays  stress  upon  the  fact  that  there 
are  2,000,000  ot  foreigners  now  on  our  northern 
frontier,  and  predicts  that  in  half  a century  there 
will  be  two  American  democratic  nations  north  of 
Mexico — they  forgot  Texas,  and  should  have  said 
three;  unless  he  believed  that  as  we  hope  Texas 
will  swallow  up  Mexico,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  a 
most  injurious  and  perfidious  neighbor.” 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter. 

‘There  has  been  no  public  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  British  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica; but  if  that  principle  be  carried  out  honestly, 
and  practically  observed,  the  colonies  will  be  virtu- 
ally independent,  so  soon  as  the  colonial  represen- 
tatives have  felt  each  other’s  pulse. 

The  British  government  stands  pledged  before  the 
world  to  administer  the  affairs  ol  British  North  Ame- 
rica in  conformity  to  the  feelings,  wishes  and  in- 
terests of  the  colonists,  as  expressed  through  their 
representatives.  If  there  is  no  paltering  with  the 
colonists,  in  a double  sense,  British  North  America 
becomes  virtually  independent,  so  soon  as  the  union 
bill  is  in  full  action.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is 
paltering  with  the  colonists  in  a double  sense,  Bri- 
tish North  America  will  be  independent  in  name  as 
well  as  in  fact,  in  a very  short  period  of  time  after 
the  discovery  is  made. 

There  is  a foreign  population  of  two  millions  at 
tiris  present  time  on  our  northern  border. 

The  character  of  that  population  does  not  display 
the  republican  energy  which  characterizes  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country;  but  nevertheless,  it  is  strongly 
marked  with  democracy.  One  million  of  the  two 
are  the  descendants  of  the  tories  of  the  revolution. 
They  have  all  been  reared  in  America,  and  the  very 
atmosphere  of  America  is  democratic.  All  nature 
around  them  is  free.  They  have  chased  the  moose 
deer  or  speared  the  salmon;  and  there  have  been 
none  to  say  them  nay.  They  have  roused  the  echoes 
of  their  woods  with  their  free  voices  and  their  inde- 
pendent shouts.  They  have  never  stood  cap  in 
hand  before  a lord  or  a landlord.  They  suck  in  de- 
mocracy from  the  nipples  of  their  mothers.  Their 
fathers  taught  them  to  conquer  the  earth — riot  with 
the  sword,  but  with. the  axe.  The  constitution  of 
every  thing  around  and  about  and  above  them,  from 
the  cradle  has  been  democratic.  One-half  of  the 
remaining  million  are  the  laboring  poor  of  the  “old 
country,"  or  their  children.  TheBe  have  had  a taste 
of  the  blessings  of  aristocracy  in  Europe,  and  they 
know  what  aristocracy  is,  from  having  felt  it.  The 
waters  of  democracy  in  America  have  been  pleasant 
to  their  taste.  They  have  drunk  dpep  at  its  foun- 
tains, and  have  been  cleansed  from  the  impur  ities  in- 
flicted by  aristocracy  on  the  poor  in  Europe.  They 
are  not  the  genoo-ine  democrat,  because  they  have 
been  contaminated  by  aristocracy.  They  are  not 
such  good  democrats  as  the  natives,  who  are  died  in 
the  wool.  They  are  democrats,  nevertheless — se- 
cond chop.  The  remaining  half  million  are  French. 
They  are  not  of  recent  importation  from  Normandy 
or  the  Loire;  but  their  grandfathers  made  the  “clear 
ings”  for  them.  They  would  by  this  time  have  been 
good  democrats,  but  for  the  feudal  tenure  and  their 
patroons,  French  Canada  is  divided  into  seignio- 
ries; each  is  under  a seignior,  which  is  the  French 
for  a lord.  These  lords  are  the  same  all  the  w orld 
over.  Their  r ule  is  oppressive.  It  is  the  nature  of 
the  beast.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  patroons,  the 


French  habitants,  as  they  are  called  here,  would 
long  since  have  shoveled  off  the  “coutumes  de  Pa- 
ris,” as  they  are  now  shoveling  the  snow  off  the 
pavements  beneath  my  window,  by  this  time  they 
would  have  been  first  rate  democrats.  The  pa- 
troons and  the  priests  have  prevented  them,  church 
and  state  has  done  its  work  here,  as  elsewhere. — 
Nevertheless,  things  are  not  so  bad  with  them  as  in 
vassal  Europe.  They  have  not  breathed  the  air  of 
America  for  nothing.  They  have  harkened  to  the 
harrangues  of  Papineau,  who  was  a tolerable  good 
democrat,  considering  he  was  a mongrel  and  a good 
deal  of  the  cur.  Their  seigniors,  too,  have  been 
but  little  better  than  themselves — the  distinctions  of 
cast  have  not  been  plainly  marked — and  under  the 
constitution  given  them  by  Mr.  Pitt,  they  became 
familiar  with  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise; 
so  that  altogether  they  are  democrats  too,  of  an  in- 
ferior description.  To  be  a good  democrat,  one 
must  be  able  to  read  and  write  and  think.  The  in- 
habitants don’t  know  much  of  these  accomplish- 
ments, but  nevertheless  they  will  do  at  a pinch.’ 

“Thus,  then  we  have  on  our  northern  border  two 
millions  of  what  may  be  styled  British  democrats. 

I want  you  to  turn  that  fact  over  in  your  mind. 
As  soon  a3  the  British  North  America  is  united  and 
has  got  the  steam  up,  under  the  principle  of  govern- 
ing, ‘in  conformity  to  the  feelings,  wishes  and  in- 
terests of  the  people,  as  expressed  through  their  re- 
presentatives in  parliament  assembled,’  there  will 
be  considerable  mutual  arid  icciprocal  action  upon 
and  between  the  U.  States  and  British  America. 

Some  of  the  first  of  the  proceedings  of  the  united 
legislature,  will  be  to  endeavor  to  make  the  St. 
Lawrence  the  great  northern  channel  ol  commerce; 
to  knock  away  the  bulkheads  which  the  underlings 
of  the  imperial  bureaux  have  put  in  between  the 
provinces  and  the  republic;  to  throw  open  the  fo- 
rests to  the  backwoodsman;  to  invite  foreign  capital 
into  the  country;  to  do  away  with  the  feudal  tenure, 
and  establish  registry  offices.  When  all  tiris  is  done, 
the  waters  of  prosperity  will  rush  in  until  they  have 
reached  the  level  they  are  at  in  the  United  States. 

It  will  not  be  many  years  before  there  will  be  a 
population  of  five  millions  on  our  norther  frontiers. 
They  won't  be  foreign  provincials  as  now,  but  a 
civil  nation.  It  will  not  be  the  corpse  of  a nation, 
but  a body  full  of  democratic  vitality  and  energy. 

I want  you  to  think  over  the  matter.  Just  give  a 
squint  over  at  it.  You  may  put  down  in  the  politi- 
cal almanac,  ‘there  will  be  stormy  weather  about 
those  times.’ 

England  will  no  more  be  able  to  hold  the  colonies 
in,  after  the  steam  is  up  under  tire  principle  of  ‘go- 
verning in  conformity  with  the  feelings,  wishes  and 
interests  of  the  people,’  than  you  could  hold  in  the 
British  queen;  I don’t  mean  the  little  vixen  but  the 
steamer. 

The  British  ministry  know  this  very  well,  though 
they  make  believe  not.  They  know  what  they  are 
about;  they  are  up  to  a thing  or  two,  although  they 
look  so  demure  and  innocent.  They  saw  they  could 
not  hold  the  colonies  in,  the  minute  they  had  read 
Durham’s  report.  They  hold  a council,  and  they 
said,  if  we  can’t  hold  them  in,  at  all  events  let  us 
guide  them  so  that  they  shall  not  run  into  the  U. 
States.  Let  us  make  a nation  of  them.  Set  them 
up  on  their  own  bottom.  Take  my  word  for  this. 
I have  it  from  a high  quarter.’ 

The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  the  English  ministry 
are  at  last  acting  on  the  advice  of  Burke,  he  says: 

“If  England  had  listened  to  Edmund  Burke  in 
1775,  the  British  flag  might  now  be  waving  over  the 
U.  States.  He  said,  ‘let  the  colonies  always  keep  the 
idea  of  their  civil  rights  associated  with  your  go- 
vernment; they  will  cling  and  grapple  to  you:  and 
no  force  under  heaven  wiil  be  able  to  tear  them  from 
their  allegiance.  The  more  they  multiply,  the  more 
friends  you  will  have;  the  more  ardently  they  love 
liberty,  the  more  perfectly  will  be  their  obedience. 
Is  it  not  the  same  virtue  that  does  every  thing  for 
us  here  in  England?  Do  you  imagine  it  is  the  land 
tax  act  which  raises  your  revenue?  The  annual 
vote  in  the  committee  ol  supply  which  gives  you  your 
army?  or  that  it  is  the  mutiny  bill  that  inspires  it 
with  bravery  and  discipline?  No.  It  is  the  love  of 
the  people.’  So  spoke  Burke  in  1775.  England  re- 
fused to  listen  to  him,  and  instead  of  the  British 
flag,  it  is  the  star  spangled  banner  that  waves  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  mountains.” 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Wm.  Macomb, 
to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  island  of 
Trinidad. 

Thos.  Hulme,  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  Sedan,  in  France. 

T.  B.  Livingston,  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  place 
of  John  Moriow,  removed. 
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George  Strobel,  to  be  consol  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Matanz  is,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  iu 
the  place  of  D.  W.  Courts,  resigned. 


Election'  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States.  The  election  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  to 
serve  for  four  years  from  tne4ih  day  of  March  next, 
was  on  Wednesday  consummated  by  the  opening 
and  counting,  by  the  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  presence  of  both  houses  of  congress, 
of  the  votes  given  by  the  electors  in  the  respective 
states.  When  the  votes  had  all  been  counted,  the 
vice  president  proclaimed,  in  audible  and  distinct 
tones,  that, 

William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  having 
received  a majority  of  the  voles  of  the  electors,  is 
'duly  elected  president  of  the  United  States;  and  that 

John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  having  received  a'  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  the  electors,  is  duly  elected 
vice  president  of  the  United  States.  [Nat.  Int. 

Progress  of  gen.  Harrison.  We  copy  from 
the  correspondence  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot  the  in- 
teresting account  of  general  Harrison’s  journey, 
meetings  an  I salutations  of  the  people,  & c. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  Jan.  30.  In  my  last  communica- 
tion I informed  you  that  general  Harrison  had  made 
an  engagement  to  meet  the  ladies  of  this  city,  at 
Concert  Hall.  Sometime  before  the  hour,  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  individuals  were  assembling  in 
the  neighborhood  ol' the  building.  The  loom  of  the 
hall  was  soon  thronged  with  all  the  beauty  and 
tashion  of  the  (own.  From  my  own  observations, 
and  from  what  I could  collect  from  others,  I sup- 
pose not  less  than  three  thousand  whig  young  la- 
dies were  present,  exhibiting  the  most  beautiful  and 
sublime  spectacle  I ever  beheld.  When  the  hour 
of  three  arrived,  the  old  hero  alighted  from  the  car- 
riage, and  accompanied  by  his  distinguished  aids, 
and  the  bon.  Hannar  Denny,  be  entered  the  hall 

amidst  the  exclamations  of  the  admiring  crowd 

the  baud  playing  “see  the  conquering  hero  comes.” 
The  general  rose,  evidently  much  affected  by  this 
homage,  thus  paid  by  such  a fascinating  audience, 
addressed  the  ladies,  in  a few  brief  and  eloquent 
remarks.  During  the  delivery  of  this  speech,  (he 
general  took  the  liberty  to  interweave  a beautiful 
episode  in  his  observations,  of  the  most  deeplv  in- 
teresting character.  He  feelingly  alluded  to  an  in- 
cident that  occurred  in  1794.  He  observed  that  he 
ought  to  have  had  a Pittsburg  wife;  that  in  17,94, 
he  exchanged  locks  of  hair  with  a lady  of  this' 
town.  The  lady  with  whom  the  general  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  in  1794,  happened  to  be  pre- 
sent, and  she  (Mrs.  a*******)  forthwith  advanced 
to  the  general  and  tendered  him  her  congratulations. 
The  meeting  exhibited  much  exhultatiou.  After 
lie  concluded,  the  general  then  shook  by  the  hand 
the  whig  daughters  of  Pennsylvania,  and  all  retired 
to  their  homes  highly  delighted  with  ttie  “people’s 
president,”  and  highly  gratified  fhat  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  grasping  by  the  hand,  the  general, 
who  had  protected  their  country  in  limes  of  danger 
and  of  difficulty.  ° 


He  will  leave  here  for  Brownsville  to-morrow 
about  10  or  11  o’clock.  The  committee  of  this  place 
have  chartered  a boat,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
him  and  the  gentlemen  accompanying  him  to  that 
place. 

Brownsville,  Pa.  Feb.  1st,  1841.  General  Harri- 
son  .readied  here  to-night  about  11  o’clock.  Before 
f proceed  to  enumerate  the  circumstances  attending 
the  landing  of  the  president  elect  at  this  place,  I 
will  give  you  a brief  sketch  of  what  took  place 
this  morning,  prior  to  our  embarkation  from  Pitts- 
burgh, and  our  progress  up  the  river  of  the  Monon- 
gahela.  E irlyin  the  morning,  before  sunrise,  tlie 
cannon  and  roar  of  artillery  were  heard  in  every  part 
of  Pittsburg.  The  whole  town,  before  9 o’clock 
was  in  motion. 

The  military  corps  exhibited  a most  splendid  ap- 
pearance. The  front  of  the  Pittsburg  hotel  (con- 
ducted  by  the  enterprising  and  accommodating 
major  Iron,  an  old  soldier  under  genera!  Harrison), 
was  crowded  with  individuals  who  had  collected  to- 
gether. to  take  leave  of  the  president  of  the  people 
The  general  having  left  the  hotel,  to  pay  one  or 
two  visits,  to  one  or  two  valued  friends,  shortly 
returned,  when  the  most  enthusiastic  cheerin'' 
commenced.  Some  six  thousand  persons  stood  be- 
fore the  hotel.  The  general,  in  obedience  to  the 
request  of  his  enlightened  auditory,  appeared  befote 
them,  atm  made  a few  eloquent  remarks  in  his  usu- 
al felicitous  style,  characterised  by  his  usual  veror 
ol  thought  and  closeness  of  observation.  Having 
concluded  these  remarks,  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments  intimated  lo  the  vast  assemblage,  that  the  ge- 
neral would  move  onwards  to  the  steamer  Loyal 
Hanna,  which  had  been  prepared  for  his  transporta- 
tion to  Brownsville.  In  a short  time  an  immense 


concourse  appeared  on  the  levee,  although  it  was 
raining  and  snowing  immoderately.  He  delivered 
them  a farewell  address  in  the  most  touching  and 
affectionate  manner.  The  military  companies  ac- 
companied him  to  this  place.  We  left  Pittsburg 
with  hearts  grateful  for  the  homage  which  the  citi- 
zens had  manifested  for  our  old  chief— we  left  the 
beautiful  and  facinating  daughters  of  that  city,  who 
evinced  such  deep  regard  lor  the  favorite  of  the 
people.  The  hospitable  roofs — the  splendid  enter- 
tainments of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg  will  long  be 
remembered. 

As  we  ascended  the  river,  every  demonstration 
of  respect  was  tendered  the  general,  and  the  high- 
est degree  of  enthusiasm  displayed.  On  reaching 
Elizabeth,  we  found  an  immense  crowd  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  ready  to  receive  the  general 
At  the  warm  salutations  of  his  friends,  he  tendered 
his  kindest  regards.  A numerous  collection  of 
ladies  were  present  to  welcome  him  to  the  town. 
He  received  them  with  that  warmth  and  cordiality 
of  feeling,  for  which  he  is  so  distinguished.  At 
Williamsport  he  was  also  received  with  ever}-  de- 
gree of  attention.  On  reaching  Belle  Vernon,  a 
beautiful  village  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  vve  discovered  that  a portion  of  it  was  bril- 
liantly illuminated.  A few  miles  from  this  place, 
another  dwelling  was  iu  a slate  of  brilliant  illumi- 
nation. We  at  length  reached  this  place.  We 
(bund  two  thousand  individuals  at  II  o’clock  at 
night,  to  welcome  the  general,  and  to  tender  to  him 
their  hearty  congratulations.  At  this  place,  he  re- 
ceived the  visits  of  numerous  citizens.  They  soon 
dispersed — upon  the  promise  of  the  committee  that 
in  the  morning  the  general  would  receive  them 
with  pleasure.  Great  enthusiasm  pervades  this 
section  of  the  state. 

General  Harrison  expects  to  leave  here  about  10 
o’clock  to-morrow,  for  Uniontown,  at  which  place 
he  will  spend  tomorrow. 

Uniontown,  Tuesday,  Feb.  2.  This  day  we  reach- 
ed Uniontown,  Pennsylvania.  The  concourse  as 
you  may  well  conceive,  was  immense,  as  this  is  the 
largest  portion  of  the  county  from  which  the  old 
soldiers  volunteered  their  services  under  general 
Harrison,  to  defend  the  northwestern  frontier.  The 
old  soldiers  here,  without  any  exception,  made  great 
sacrifices  to  meet  the  general,  and  the  friendly  amt 
cordial  manner  in  which  he  has  greeted  them  uni- 
formly, I am  sure,  will  endear  his  elevated  virtues 
to  their  raemorj'.  The  assemblage  at  Uniontown 
was  immense,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  is  the 
usual  estimate.  The  general’s  head  quarters  was 
at  the  Clinton  house.  At  this  place  he  address- 
ed himself  to-day  to  a numerous  auditory.  To 
say  that  it  was  eloquent  and  able  would  be  faint 
praise.  It  was  a masterly  exposition  of  the  gene- 
ral principles  upon  which  our  republican  govern- 
ment was  founded,  and  a luminous  analysis  of  con- 
stitutional law.  As  an  evidence  of  the  general  abi- 
lity of  his  gigantic  effort,  I will  remark,  that  he 
satisfied  even  his  enemies,  as  regards  his  views  of 
the  powers  of  the  executive.  That  according  to 
the  views  of  the  present  executive,  it  was  omnipo- 
tent. Such  omnipotency  he  viewed  as  obnoxious 
to  democratic  principles,  and  highly  pernicious  to 
our  liberties.  He  said  it  ought  to  be  controlled, 
but,  in  its  exercise,  he  should  himself  be  careful  not 
to  overstep  its  legitimate  powers,  ami  thus  prove 
himself  unworthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  the  people.  He  said  he  was  elevated  to  power 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  the  wily  politician  or  cor- 
rupt demagogue — but  by  the  honest  yeomanry  of 
the  land.  To-dav,  the  president  elect  is  occupied 
in  receiving  the  visits  of  his  political  friends. 

Hagerstown,  Feb.  5,  1841.  I have  just  time  to 
inform  you  that  general  Harrison  reached  here  last 
evening  about  9 o'clock.  To-day  the  greatest 
manifesilation  of  feeling  was  discprnable  in  the 
number  of  persons  who  assembled  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  the  president  of  the  people.  About  three 
thousand  persons  were  present,  and  a high  degree 
of  enthusiasm  was  evidently  displayed.  He  ad- 
dressed the  people  this  morning  in  an  able  and 
statesmanlike  mariner.  Tossy  that  he  gave  general 
satisfaction  to  his  friends  would  be  poor  praise — it 
elevated  him  highly  in  their  opinion,  as  a man,  and 
as  one  of  broad  and  expanded  views  of  policy. — 
During  the  delivery  of  his  speech  he  was  frequent- 
ly interrupted  by  shouts  of  applause.  He  took  his 
departure  to-day  amidst  the  shouts  of  honest  sufi'ra- 
gers.  Thp  address  was  delivered  before  the  house 
of  II.  H.  JYIcHenney,  Hagerstown  hotel,  the  head 
quarters  of  the  general.  He  also  attended  to-day 
to  the  reception  of  the  whig  ladies — a numerous 
party  attended.  I will  add  that  the  liberal  proprie- 
tor gave  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  to  his  distin- 
guished guests. 

Frederick,  Feb.  5,  1841, 9 P.  M.  We  found  gen. 
Harrison  here,  having  arrived  about  six  o’clock. — 
He  is  very  much  fatigued,  and  decliaes  receiving 


company  to-night.  He  will  exchange  salutations 
with  tlie  people  ol  Frederick  to-morrow  morning — 
but  will  certainly  leave  with  the  train  for  Baltimore 
at  ten  o’clock.  So  you  may  look  for  him  about  2 
o’clock,  P.  M.  Sa  urday.  In  the  morning  he  was 
addressed  by  L.  P.  W.  Balch,  esq.  and  replied 
thereto. 

Reception  in  Baltimore.  Our  streets  were  all 
alive  on  Saturday  afternoon,  with  people  from  town 
and  country,  anxious  to  witness  the  entree  of  the 
president  elect  into  our  city,  it  having  been  ascer- 
tained that  he  would  certainly  coine  during  the  af- 
ternoon. We  are  not  advised  of  the  ceremonies 
which  took  place  at  the  relay  house,  on  the  Wash- 
ington road,  where  he  was  met  by  an  escort  from 
this  city,  but  the  cavalcade,  alter  passing  down  Bal- 
timore street,  arrived  at  the  city  hotel  about  four 
o’clock,  where  he  was  presented  to  an  immense 
crowd,  in  a handsome  address,  by  Charles  F.  May- 
er, esq  Gen.  Harrison  responded  in  a very  tew 
words,  asking  to  be  excused  for  the  present  from 
saying  any'  tiling,  on  account  ol  the  fatigue  and  de- 
bility experienced  by  his  travel.  After  observing 
that  he  designed  remaining  in  the  city  several  days, 
he  withdrew  amid  the  cheer3  of  the  multitude. 

We  neglected  to  mention,  in  its  proper  place,  that 
gen.  Harrison  was  accompanied  to  the  city  by'  the 
rifle  corps  from  Ell icott’s  Mills,  under  the  command 
of  capt.  Swain.  The  various  Tippecanoe  clubs 
turned  out  in  considerable  strength,  and  with  their 
banners  made  quite  a handsome  appearance.  [Sun. 

On  Monday  morning,  a few  minutes  atier  ten 
o’clock,  gen.  Harrison  appeared  upon  a temporary 
roslruin  which  had  been  erected  tor  the  purpose,  in 
front  of  the  City  hotel.  And  bping  introduced,  in  a 
few  brief  and  appropriate  remarks,  by  J.  P Kennedy’, 
esq.  he  proceeded  to  address  the  vast  assemblage. 
Scarcely  ever  lias  a larger  or  more  attentive  audi- 
tory been  congregated  in  this  square,  celebrated  as 
it  is  for  its  mighty  gatherings. 

General  Harrison  spoke  for  about  half  an  hour. — 
The  veteran  and  beloved  chief  in  closing  his  short 
address  retired  amidst  a round  of  the  most  heartfelt 
applause. 

General  Harrison  received  the  visits  of  the  la- 
dies of  the  city,  from  one  to  three  o’clock. 

On  Tuesday  morning  at  nine  o’clock,  general 
Harrison  departed  for  Washington.  He  was  ac- 
companied in  his  journey  to  the  scat  of  govern- 
ment, where  the  cares  and  duties  of  exalted  sta- 
tion are  so  soon  to  devolve  upon  him,  by  ttie  com- 
mittee of  escort,  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangement. 

Washington,  Feb  9.  General  Harrison  arrived 
among  ns  this  forenoon,  shortly  after  eleven  o’clock. 
Notwithstanding  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the 
weather — there  being  a fall  of  snow  and  rain — an 
immense  concourse  of  people  assembled  to  greet 
him  on  his  arrival,  at  the  rail  road  depot.  He  was 
first  addressed  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  very  briefly  ; 
and  then  it  was  determined,  in  consequence  of  the 
gieat  pressure  of  the  crowd,  and  the  severity  of  the 
exposure,  to  defer  any  other  ceremonies  until  his 
arrival  at  the  City  Hall,  whither  he  was  escorted 
by  the  committee  of  reception,  the  Tippecanoe 
club3,  and  a large  body  of  citizens.  The  general 
looked  extremely  hale  and  hearty,  and  as  the  pro- 
cession moved  along  Pennsylvania  avenue,  he  walk- 
ed uncovered  nearly  the  whole  of  the  way,  repeat- 
edly bowing  to  the  ladies  who  thronged  the  win- 
dows and  balconies.  On  reaching  the  City  Hall, 
he  was  conducted  to  the  aldermen’s  chamber;  and 
there  the  mayor  made  the  speeeh  of  welcome  which 
he  was  prevented  from  delivering  at  the  depot. 

Geueia!  Harrison  responded  briefly,  and  in  terms 
highly  complimentary  to  the  city,  and  the  District; 
and  declaring,  in  reference  to  some  remarks  of  the 
mayor  on  the  disastrous  consequences  of  the  mis- 
rule oflate  years  to  the  interests  of  our  people,  that 
he  had  the  greatest  disposition  to  do  his  utmost  to 
remedy  all  the  evils  under  which  this  Distiict  has 
been  suffering.  The  general  then  received  a largo 
number  of  his  fellow  citizens  who  called  to  pay 
their  respects  to  him.  His  arm  continues  to  bo 
considerably  affected  by  the  fatigue  he  has  gone 
through  in  shaking  hands  during  the  last  five  or  six 
months,  and  more  especially  since  his  departure 
from  home;  am!  he  is  obliged  to  decline  that  mode 
ol'  salutation.  He  repaired  soon  afterwards  to  his 
apartments  atGadsby’s  betel,  where  he  will  remain 
during  his  sojourn.  In  the  course  ot  the  afternoon, 
Messrs.  Webster,  Crittenden  and  Ewing,  had  a 
private  interview  with  him.  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Preston,  and  other  distinguished  gentlemen,  also 
called  to  see  tlie  general.  He  dined  with  the  com- 
mittee of  reception,  and  the  gentlemen  who  escort- 
ed him  from  Baltimore.  He  left  the  dinner  table 
very  early,  and  spent  the  evening  in  the  society  of 
his  friends.  He  will  receive  the  ladies  to-morrow. 
Gen.  Harrison  has  expressed  his  intention  to  leave 
the  city  for  Richmond,  on  Thursday,  unless  alter 
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consultation  with  his  friends,  it  would  be  deemed 
advisable  for  him  to  stay. 

[COMMUNICATED  FOR  NIX.es’  NATIONAL  REGISTER.) 

United  States  affairs.  A comparative  view 

of  the  whole  amount  of  imports,  with  the  average 
amount  yearly  imported — also,  the  amount  ol  lo- 
reign  and  domestic  exports,  with  the  amount  of 
both,  and  the  average  yearly  amount — also,  the 
whole  amount  consumed,  with  the  average  amount 
yearly  consumed — also,  the  whole  amount  of  ba- 
lance against  the  United  States,  with  the  average 
amount  of  balance  yearly  against  us.  Taken  from 
the  secretary’s  reports,  but  put  in  this  form,  dming 
the  administration  of  the  different  presidents,  from 
1790  to  1840,  inclusive,  50  years— as  follows: 


=9? 


=9& 


QO  55 

“ W 
o § 

)_i  A 
CO  3 


3 ^3  « 
OC  > 00  . 00  o co  > 

WONt.HZCH 

on  > ^ ^ oi; 
ooo>o~oo 

H-  3 _ § N-  F — ^ 

rfi  m m rn  m 


13 

w 

r-t-  * 


*4  *>  <1 

t?  cc 
o c 

o g o 


Years. 


►—  H-<  04 


^ H-  H- 


— CO  — 


a ^ 


M ’‘l 
04  **.  CO 

►—  «— ■ 04 


LO  !_■  - 


=€& 


s.  ° 

Is  1 

o 
o g 


2.  » 5 
?VC  «* 

a 


a-g 


You  perceive  the  1st  column  contains  the  whole 
amount  of  imports  for  the  last  50  years,  which 
amount  to  4 thousand  449  millions  424  thousand  084 
dollars — 2d  column  contains  the  average  amount 
yearly  imported — 3d  column,  foreign  exports,  which 
amount  to  1 thousand  105  millions  868  thousand  315 
dollars — 4th  column,  domestic  exports,  2 thousand 
586  millions  354  thousand  933  dollars — both  expoits 
amount  to  3 thousand  692  millions  223  thousand 
248  dollars— 7th  column,  the  amount  consumed 


3 thousand  375  millions  747  thousand  356  dollars — 
8tb- column,  average  amount  year  consumed — fith 
column,  whole  amount  of  balance  against  the  Unit- 
ed fitafes,  757  millions  2‘jO  thousand  836  dollars — 
10th  column,  the  average  amount  yearly  against  us. 

Fellow  citizens:  You  have  before  you  a view  of 
your  proceedings,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  imports, 
exports,  balances  of  trade,  8cc  for  the  last  50  years, 
ending  January,  1841 — and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  ac- 
tors in  the  next  50  will  improve  upon  the  last.  At 
the  request  of  the  rev.  James  Latta,  “Righteous- 
ness exalteth  a nation:  but  sin  is  a reproach  to  any 
people” — see  chapter  and  verse. 

The  article  of  wooliens,  in  the  imports  of  1836, 
amounted  to  12  millions  of  dollars.  Would  it  not 
be  advisable  to  commence  the  next  50  years  more 
favorable  to  nur  country,  by  purchasing  the  next  suit 
of  domestic,  and  be  more  proud  in  wearing  it  than 
vve  ever  were  in  wearing  that  of  foreign.  Included 
in  the  imports  is  aboul  4 millions  per  year  for  li- 
quors— this  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  destruc- 
tive, immoralizing  traffics  ever  carried  on  by  poor 
fallen  man — soon  as  it  arrives  it  begins  work  of  de- 
struction and  flies  like  lightning  over  the  land;  in 
every  section  it  is  visible  to  be  seen  in  families,  de- 
stroying their  peace,  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  contentment  and  industry.  Will  not  the  feel 
ings  and  consciences  of  the  gentlemen  importers 
soon  awake  to  see  the  impropriety  of  the  traffic?  In 
the  imports  of  1836,  is  .@22,980,212  for  silks.  The 
American  ladies  posses*  too  much  patriotism,  are 
too  patriotic  not  lo  lend  their  aid,  which  is  very 
powerful,  in  lowering  the  imports  of  silks  and  fur- 
thering domestic  industry.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  how- 
ever, the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  our  ladies  will 
appear  dressed  in  domestic  silks — yes,  and  more 
lovely  too  than  they  ever  did  in  that  of  foreign  silks. 

Permit  me,  my  young  fellow  citizens  of  the  U. 
Slates,  to  request  you  to  copy  this  table,  and  add  to 
it  the  proceedings  of  the  different  administrations 
for  the  next  50  years,  in  order  to  hand  it  on  to  pos- 
terity  as  I have  done  to  you — no  doubt  you  will  do 
it  provided  the  gentlemen  editors  of  the  union  will 
give  you  the  opportunity. 

Question. 

If  Jackson  had  pursued  the  policy  of  Adams, 
would  the  balance  of  trade  risen  from  4 to  20  mil 
millions  per  year  against  the  United  States. 

Again. 

If  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  had  pursued  the  same 
policy’’  of  Monroe  and  Adams,  would  the  balance  of 
trade  the  last  12  years  been  against  the  U.  States. 
See  9th  and  10th  columns.  All  respectfully  sub- 
mitted by  wm.  Mcknight. 

Chester  county.  Pa.  Feb.  1841. 

ANOTHER  SUSPENSION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS  BY 
THE  BANKS. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  institution,  we 
regret  to  say,  has  again  been  reduced  to  the  painful 
alternative  of  suspending  specie  payments.  , 

In  the  short  space  of  twenty  days,  since  its 
vaults  were  opened,  we  understand  that  the  bank 
has  paid  out  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie 
fund3. 

The  daily  increase  of  the  demands  upon  its 
vaults,  from  the  eastward,  rendered  it  impossible 
lor  the  bank  longer  to  resist  the  torrent.  It  has  re- 
luctantly yielded  to  the  force  of  imperious  circum- 
stances. The  great  error  we  consider,  arose  from 
the  legislature  requiring  the  hanks  to  resume  be- 
fore they  were  prepared  for  it;  for  how  can  the 
banks  pay  the  people,  before  the  people  pay  the 
banks?  When  the  Bank  of  England  suspended 
specie  payments,  it  required  twenty-two  years  to 
resu  me. 

The  immense  resources  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  the  zeal  and  integrity  of  its  directors, 
area  sufficient  pledge  to  the'  public,  that  in  the 
shortest  possible  period,  it  will  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, and  discharge,  with  good  faith,  all  its  obli- 
gations. Forbearance  and  moderation  are  therefore, 
alike  enjoined  by  justice  and  sound  policy. 

We  annex  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  board  of 
directors,  at  a special  meeting  held  last  evening: 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  Feb.  4lh,  1841.  At  a 
special  meetingol  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  S'ates  held  at  the  banking  house,  t lie 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

Whereas,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  com- 
pliance with  its  pledge  to  the  public,  has  made  a fair 
and  bona  tide  effort  to  resume  and  maintain  specie 
payments,  having,  since  the  15th  of  January  last, 
paid  onf  an  amount,  little,  if  at  all  short  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  coin  or  specie  funds,  and  whereas 
the  effort  to  maintain  specie  payments  by  this  bank 
lias  been  rendered  abortive  bv  the  intentional  accu- 
mulation and  extraordinary  enforcement  of  its  in- 
stant liabilities— therefore 


Resolved,  That  this  bank  is  under  the  necessity, 

,for  the  present,  ttf  suspending  specie  payments. 

Resolved,  That  every  exertion  will  be  made  by 
the  directors  to  coiiect  the  debts,  and  convert  into 
cash  the  assets  of  ihe  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
suming payments  in  specie  at  the  earliest  practica- 
ble moment. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions be  published. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

A.  Lardner,  cashier. 

Immediately  after  the  condition  of  the  bank  was 
known,  a meeting  of  the  other  banks  in  the  city  was 
called;  annexed  is  an  official  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings:— 

At  a meeting  of  delegates  from  the  banks  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  held  February  4'h, 
1841,  convened  upon  official  notice  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  United  States  bank, 
present  delegates  from  the  following  banks: — Penn- 
sylvania, Girard,  Philadelphia,  North  America,  Far- 
mers’ and  Mechanics’,  Commercial,  Mechanics’, 
Western,  Penn  Township,  Southwark,  Kensington, 
Manufacturers’  and  Mechanics’,  Moyatnensing  and 
Northern  Liberties — 

John  White,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair  and  F. 
A.  R.iybold  appointed  secretary. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  represented  in  this 
meeting  will  continue  the  payment  of  specie  for  all 
their  liabilities.  John  White,  chairman. 

F.  A.  Ruybold,  secretary. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  adopted  on  Thurs- 
day night  by  ihe  banks  (by  a vote,  it  now  appears 
of  eight  to  five)  to  continue  to  pay  specie  for  all 
their  obligations,  was  departed  from,  one  by  one  on 
Friday,  under  the  press  for  specie. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  iatest  paragraph,  from  the 
Philadelphia  National  Gazette  of  Saturday  after- 
noon, that  the  run  on  the  banks  was  kept  up  on 
that  day,  and  that  they  redeemed  only  their  small 
notes. 

The  Wilmington  banks,  it  will  be  seen,  have  sus- 
pended in  consequence  of  the  state  of  things  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The  Baltimore  bunks.  The  result  of  the  meeting 
of  the  officers  of  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  held  on 
Monday  the  8th  instant,  at  eight  o’clock,  was  the 
adoption  of  a resolution,  by  an  unanimous  vole,  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  This  course  was  una- 
voidable, in  view  of  the  general  suspension  which 
had  previously  taken  place  among  the  banks  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. On  Saturday  perhaps  upwards  of  100,000 
dollars  in  specie  were  drawn  from  the  banks  of  Bal- 
timore by  note  holders  and  on  drafts;  and  yesterday 
morning  a number  of  brokers  and  agents  from  the 
eastward  stood  ready  to  draw  coin,  had  not  the  de- 
termination to  suspend  interposed  to  prevent  them. 
The  Virginia  banks  will,  without  doubt,  also  sus- 
pend. [Balt.  Amer. 

The  Richmond  banks.  The  Richmond  papers  ol 
Monday,  give  the  following  in  the  character  of  an 
official  announcement  as  to  the  course,  at  that  date, 
determined  on  by  the  banks  in  that  city,  in  reference 
to  the  supension  in  Philadelphia,  so  far  as  it  was  then 
known  to  have  extended: 

“Upon  the  receipt,  Saturday  evening,  of  the  in- 
telligence that  the  Bank  of  (lie  United  Stales  had 
suspended  specie  payments,  the  officers  of  the 
banks  of  this  city  held  a meeting,  and  decided  to 
continue  specie  pay  ments,  regardless  of  the  course 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

“The  public  may  be  satisfiid  that  our  banks  will 
carry  out  the  resolution  to  pay  specie.” 

The  Compiler  of  Wednesday  says:  Our  banks 

were  not  called  on  for  a great  deal  of  specie  yester- 
day, and  seemed  disposed  to  go  on  with  specie  pay- 
ments. We  should  be  truly  rejoiced  if  our  antici- 
pations are  not  realized,  and  that  they  can  go  on  to 
pay  specie  without  onerous  restrictions  ol  their  ac- 
commodations to  trade.  We  feel  satisfied  that  they 
will  do  what  is  best  to  ihe  community,  and  therefore 
have  no  great  anxiety  as  to  their  course. 

Petersburg,  (Va.)  banks.  It  appears  by  a para- 
graph in  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday 
morning,  that  the  banks  in  that  place  had  not  sus- 
pended at  that  date — though  doubtless  they  have  gre 
this  time.  Alluding  to  the  suspensions  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  says:  Wlrat  effect 
this  suspension  will  have  upon  our  banks,  remains 
to  be  seen. 

Foreign  relations,  interceptions  of  war, 
trade  with  Africa.  The  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer  of  the  2d  inst.  says: 

“We  have  had  recent  occasion,  in  connection 
with  the  affair  of  the  Tigris,  to  direct  public  atten- 
tion to  Ihe  outrages  committed  by  British  cruisers 
upon  American  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
These  outrages  have  been  more  numerous  and  more 
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unjustifiable  than  we  at  first  supposed;  and  are  to  be 
traced  directly  to  the  cupidity  of  trade,  under  the 
guise  of  an  enlarged  philanthropy.  Our  commerce 
with  Africa  is  highly  valuable  and  important.  It 
was  first  opened  on  the  eastern  coast,  where  there  is 
a large  and  increasing  market  forour  fabrics.  When 
the  trade  was  originally  opened,  it  was  compara- 
tively insignificant,  and  we  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
its  advantages  without  molestation.  But  it  had  no 
sooner  grown  into  consequence  than  we  were 
brought  into  contact  with  our  vigilant  rivals,  who 
attempted  to  drive  us  out  of  it  by  submitting  to  the 
most  ruinous  losses.  But  the  superior  quality  of  our 
domestics  obtained  such  favor  that  they  cannot  now 
compete  with  us  in  these  articles.  The  demand  for 
them  has  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  whole 
cargoes  are  now  sent,  when  formerly  a few  bales 
would  supply  it. 

“The  trade  upon  the  south  coast  of  Africa  has  been 
open  to  us  about  ten  or  twelve  years.  Our  treaties 
with  Great  Britain  are  such  one  sided  atfairs,  that 
we  have  found  it  quite  impossible  to  compete  with 
her  at  any  foreign  ports  under  her  government, 


were  taken  out  and  put  on  board  the  Persian,  the 
captain  kept  in  close  confinement  while  she  was 
sent  to  Sierre  Leone,  under  charge  of  a British  officer 
and  crew.  In  the  meantime  a large  portion  of  a 
very  valuable  cargo  is  left  upon  the  coast,  to  the  ra- 
pacity of  these  self-styled  guardians  of  human  rights, 
who  have  made  themselves  amenable  to  our  law  as 
pirates,  and  ought  to  be  demanded  of  the  English  go- 
vernment to  be  tried  as  such. 

“It  is  not  difficult  to  assign  motives  for  the  con- 
duct of  these  British  cruizers,  independent  of  British 
trade  or  British  philanthropy,  and  independent  too 
of  special  instructions  from  their  government.  We 
allude  to  the  fact  that  they  are  entitled  to  one-half  ol 
all  the  property  which  they  can  confiscate;  no  small 
inducement  in  the  seizure  of  vessels  and  cargoes, 
worth  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Such  prizes 
would  warrant  the  purchase  of  any  number  of  Por- 
tuguese affidavits  at  a very  liberal  compensation. 
These  considerations,  however,  are  of  little  impor- 
tance in  the  view  we  take  ol  the  subject.  Nor  are 
the  interests  of  the  individuals  plundered  of  parti- 
cular weight  with  us;  though  we  are  assured  that 


while  she  enjoys  nearly  all  the  privileges  that  we  more  honorable  and  high  minded  merchants  are  not 
do  in  our  own  ports.  Such  has  been  the  magnani-  'to  be  found,  and  though  they  are  entitled  to  more 


rnity  of  our  present  secretary  of  the  treasury  that 
he  permits  English  vessels  to  an  entry  with  native 
produce  from  Africa,  in  direct  violation  of  our  trea- 
ty, because  they  clear  from  an  English  port,  which 
in  his  profound  wisdom  nationalizes  the  property,  in 
spite  of  all  the  remonstrances  which  have  been 
made  against  it.  It  vv  i 1 1 be  easily  made  apparent  to 
all  that  under  such  circumstances,  we  can  only 
compete  with  them  at  native  ports.  With  the  most 
indefatigable  spirit  of  enterprise  our  merchants  have 
sought  out  such  places  of  commerce  as  would  give 
them  some  return  for  the  hazards  they  have  run 
of  life  and  property  in  our  opening  trades  with  un- 
civilized beings.  Of  this  character  is  a very  iarge 
part  of  our  commerce  with  Africa,  which  the  saga- 
city of  the  English  government  (always  alive  to  the 
interest  of  their  commerce  and  manufactures)  has 
discovered  is  worth  the  risk  of  all  their  present  mo- 
lestations. 

“If  permitted  to  pursue  their  depredations  upon  the 
south  coast  with  impunity,  it  requires  no  prophet  to 
predict  the  end  of  our  whole  commerce;  especially 
with  such  aid  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  proposes  in  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  of  his  last  message.  The  com- 
merce of  the  English  with  Africa,  as  will  be  seen  by 
their  recent  movements  up  the  Niger,  is  now  com- 
manding the  most  serious  consideration  of  their  go- 
vernment. Their  recent  seizures  will  cease  to  be  so 
much  a matter  of  astonishment  when  it  is  understood 
that  there  is  no  country  in  the  world,  to  which  the 
American  or  English  nation  can  look  for  better  mar- 
kets for  their  products  and  manufactures,  or  tor  more 
desirable  returns. 

“Tailing  in  their  attempt  to  undersell  us,  and  thus 
drive  us  from  the  trade  of  Africa,  the  next  step  of 
the  English  government  was  to  harrass  our  com- 
merce. Their  cruisers  fired  into  our  vessels,  taking 
out  their  captains  by  force,  detaining  them  as  pri- 
soners under  guard,  overhauling  their  cargoes  on 
the  pretence  ot  search,  examining  their  invoices  and 
other  papers  in  order  to  arrive  at  a more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  trade,  and  endorsing  their  shipping 
papers  with  insolent  and  insulting  comments.  Thus 
it  will  be  remembered  the  Jones  was  seized  at  St. 
Helena  by  the  Dolphin;  the  crew  taken  out  and  held 
as  prisoners  until  they  had  all  signed  a paper  which 
probably  was  thought  sufficient  evidence  to  con- 
demn her  at  Sierra  Leone,  where  she  now  lies  at 
the  mercy  ol  the  law  less  plunderers,  the  court  finding 
nothing  to  substantiate  the  charge  against  her,  not- 
withstanding the  precaution  taken  at  Sf.  Helena 
to  manufacture  the  most  cogent  proof  of  which  the 
case  would  admit.  Almost  simultaneously  with 
the  seizure  of  the  Jones  was  that  of  the  Tigris  at 
Ambriz,  on  the  coast,  by  the  Water  Witch.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  the  Sea  Mew  was  seized  at 
the  same  place  by  the  Persian.  All  these  simulta- 
neous seizures  indicate  a concert  of  action  and  a 
mutual  understanding,  that  can  be  explained  only 
on  the  idea  of  general  orders  from  the  home  govern- 
ment. / 

“The  assigned  cause  of  the  seizure  of  the  Jones 
is  the  circumstance  of  her  having  had  on  board  some 
codfish  for  the  ship  stores,  which  slaves  had  been 
known  to  eat;  and  a few  rough  boards  for  dunnage 
which  are  generally  used  for  slaves,  with  two  or 
three  pair  of  hand-cuffs  which  vessels  carry  to  con- 
fine mutineers.  The  allegation  against  the  Tigris, 
in  the  suit  now  pending  at  Boston,  is  that  the  cap- 
tain employed  a native  boy  to  wait  on  the  cabin  in 
capacity  ol  servant;  a practice  common  among  all 
trailing  vessels,  and  even  on  board  these  very  British 
cruisers.  The  seizure  of  the  Sea  Mew  was  on  ac- 
count of  her  having  on  board  3,020,  feet  of  rou°h 
pine  boards,  used  in  dunnaging  her  outward  car>?o; 
for  %vhic!i  ail  the  crew,  except  the  captain  and  cook 


than  ordinary  credit  lor  the  enterprise  and  perse 
1 verance  they  have  exhibited  in  opening  a most  im- 
portant market  for  our  manfactures.  We  look  al 
the  question  solely  in  a national  point  of  view;  and 
desire  only  to  direct  public  attention  to  the  starting 
facts  developed  in  this  connection,  and  to  stimulate 
the  action  of  our  government  in  the  adoption  of  the 
necessary  measures  to  protect  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens and  vindicate  the  honor  of  our  flag. 

“Our  foreign  relations  have  been  shamefully  neg- 
lected during  the  administration  ol  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
His  cabinet  have  beeu  employed  solely  in  schemes 
ot  petty  domestic  intrigue,  to  perpetuate  their  abus 
ed  power.  They  have  lost  sight  of  our  national 
interests  and  honor.  They  have  submitted  in  silence 
to  a series  of  outrages  and  insults  on  the  American 
flag.  More  aggravated  than  those  which  were  the 
cause  of  our  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  Our  trade 
with  the  most  important  ports  has  been  for  years 
blockaded,  on  the  most  frivolous  pretences,  without 
remonstrance  or  rebuke.  Our  vessels  have  been 
visited,  and  their  masters  treated  with  insolence; 
they  have  been  searched  and  plundered,  and  yet  we 
hear  nothing  of  retaliation  or  redress.  We  hope  and 
believe  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  a better  policy 
will  prevail;  a policy  that  will  not  only  protect  our 
merchants  in  the  prosecution  of  a lawful  commerce, 
but  re-establish  their  rights,  and  retrieve  the  honor 
of  the  American  name.” 

Treasury  notes.  By  an  official  statement 
from  the  treasury  department,  issued  under  date  of 
the  1st  inst.  it  appears  that,  of  the  first,  second  and 
third  issues  of  treasury  notes,  authorised  by  the 
acts  of  congress,  of  1837,  ’33  and  ’39,  there  are 
now  outstanding  $'208,342  29.  Of  the  issue  unde 
the  act  of  March,  1840,  there  are  outstanding 
$'4,066,377  08.  Estimated  to  be  in  the  hands  ot 
public  officers,  but  not  returned  to  the  department, 
about  $70,000.  Total  treasury  post  notes  now  out- 
standing, of  the  issues,  under  the  existing  adminis- 
tration of  the  general  government  4,804,719  37. 

The  mint  and  its  branches.  On  Monday 
the  president  ol  the  United  States  transmitted  to 
congress  a report  of  the  operations  of  the  mint  for 
1840,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  were  coined 
at  Philadelphia,  $2,260,667 — at  New  Orleans, 
$915,600 — at  Chailotte,  $127,055 — at  Dahlonega 
$123.310 — total  $3,426,632.  The  number  of 
pieces  coined  at  Philadelphia  was  7,053,074,  at  N. 
Orleans  3,446,900,  at  Charlotte,  31,828,  at  Dahlo 
nega  26,821— total  number  of  pieces,  10,558,626. 
The  deposites  in  gold  in  Philadelphia,  during  the 
year,  were  $1,201,993,  of  which  $176,766  were 
derived  from  mines  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  stated  in  the  message  that  applications  have 
been  frequently  made  at  the  mint  for  copies  of 
medals  voted  at  different  times  by  congress  to  offi 
cers  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  and  in  the  late  war,  the  dies  of 
which  are  there  deposited;  and  it  is  suggested  by 
the  president  that  authority  shall  be  given  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  mint  to  strike  off  copies  of 
those  medals  in  bronze,  or  other  metal,  to  supply 
the  persons  making  application  for  them,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  the  actual  expense  of  striking 
them  off.  This  authority  will  undoubtedly  be 
granted.  [ Philad . Standard. 

THE  ARMY. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  ad  jutant  ge- 
neral Jones,  for  a copy  of  the  Army  Register  for 
1841;  which  is  replete  with  valuable  statistics  in 
relation  to  that  department,  and  from  which  we  de- 
sign to  extract  largely  as  soon  as  the  termination  ol 


the  session  of  congress  will  afford  us  the  room.  We 
purpose  to  make  the  National  Register  embrace 
every  thing  in  relation  to  the  several  departments 
of  the  government,  which  may  he  of  general  inte- 
rest— and  can  be  condensed  into  its  columns.  “Na- 
tional affairs”  will  always  be  its  prominent 
caption, — and  all  other  of  our  departments  will  be 
regulated  as  more  or  less  subsidary  to  that  theme. 

Interesting  from  Ftoiida.  By  the  steamer  New- 
burn,  captain  McNulty,  the  Savannah  Georgian 
has  received  the  following  letter: 

Florida,  Jan.  25,  1841.  Harney  against  the  field. 
— 66  Indians  taken — great  hopes  of  the  termination 
of  the  Florida  war.  Through  the  kindness  of  an 
officer  recently  from  Fort  King,  I am  enabled  to 
furnish  you  the  particulars  of  an  achievement  per- 
formed by  the  2d  infantry,  that,  in  my  opinion,  is 
equal  to  any  thing  that  has  occurred  during  the  war 
— a more  perfect  exhibition  of  coolness  and  skill 
than  has  before  fallen  under  my  observation,  and 
evincing  that  dear  bought  experience  has  at  last 
been  put  into  requisition. 

Competent  judges  among  my  military  acquain- 
tance are  loud  in  their  encomiums.  Higher  praise 
(were  I soldier)  I would  not  desire. 

About  the  6th  inst.  colonel  ltiley  left  Fort  King 
and  crossed  the  Ocklawaha  at  Fort  Fowie,  with  the 
intention  of  proceeding  up  its  eastern  bank  in 
search  of  tiie  secret  haunts  of  the  enemy.  Third 
day  out,  he  fell  upon  a small  trail  and  upon  exami- 
nation discovered  that  it  led  into  the  everglades  of 
the  Ocklawaha.  Satisfied  that  Indians  were  near 
him,  he  put  his  command  in  motion,  and,  for  three 
days,  continued  his  onward  course  through  mud  and 
water,  frequently  more  than  knee  deep,  bivouacking 
at  night,  without  fires,  &c. 

In  this  cautious  and  truly  Indian  manner,  he  ap- 
proached the  enemy,  unseen  and  unsuspected.  On 
the  morning  of  the  third  day,  the  advanced  scout 
reported  a large  Indian  force  a short  distance  ahead. 
An  intervening  hillock  enabled  the  colonel  to  dis- 
pose of  his  three  in  such  a manner  a9  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  the  Indians  escaping  without  a 
fight. 

The  mounted  men  under  lieut.  Anderson,  were 
ordered  to  the  light — the  foot,  under  lieut.  David- 
son, passed  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

During  these  preparations,  iny  informant  says, 
every  heait  beat  high  with  hope,  and  the  desire  to 
strike  a blow  that  would  resound  far  and  wide,  to 
the  credit  of  our  little  army,  was  visible  upon  the 
countenances  of  all.  No  one  appeared  to  fear  a 
combat,  and  the  recollection  of  poor  Sherwood  and 
Mrs.  Montgomery’s  fate  nerved  every  arm,  and 
aroused  the  dormant  energies  of  souls  about  to 
mingle  for  the  first  time  in  deadly  strife  with  a sa- 
vage and  inhuman  foe. 

The  command— forward!  rang  clear  and  sharp, 
and  was  followed  by  cries  and  confusion  in  the 
enemy’s  camp.  As  the  troops  closed  in,  a few 
warriors  sprang  to  their  arms,  but  one  look  at  the 
situation  of  things  satisfied  them  of  the  folly  of 
fighting,  for  from  behind  every  tree  and  bush  the 
“grim  visage”  of  a musket  presented  itself,  anil  the 
first  effort  at  resistance  would  have  but  tapped  the 
b-ll  that  would  have  rung  the  knell  of  their  de-f 
parting  spirits. 

They  yielded  without  striking  a blow.  The  sobs 
and  lamentations  of  the  women  anil  children  were 
only  equalled  by  the  fear,  and  trembling  evinced 
by  the  warriors.  They  were  so  badly  frightened 
that  they  could  scarcely  aiticulate.  ’Tis  ever  thus 
with  cowards! 

Upon  counting  noses,  the  prisoners  numbered 
100!  and  before  a disposition  was  made  of  them,  a 
runner  who  had  but  a few  hours  previous  joined 
their  camp,  made  his  appearance  with  an  order 
signed  by  general  Armistead,  directing  that  no  one 
should  interfere  with  said  Indians,  as  they  had  pro- 
mised to  go  in  at  Tampa.  The  colonel  turned  to 
his  officers — “gentlemen,”  said  he,  “I  would  not 
have  regarded  a white  flag , but  to  an  order  in  black 
anil  white,  I must  submit  ” — “Guide!”  (addressing 
his  negro)  “draw  a bee  line  for  home,  and  see  that 
you  take  us  there  by  the  shortest  possible  route.” 

In  silent  and  most  perfect  disgust,  the  command 
wended  their  homeward  path. 

My  ignorance  of  the  great  captains  of  by  gone 
ages,  would  render  me  cautious  how  I presum- 
ed to  cavil  at  general  Armistead’s  course,  but  I 
am  sure  Dicky  Riker  would  exclaim,  were  he 
here — “that  signing  of  papers  is  a great  evil,  and 
practised  to  a great  extent  in  this  community.” 

Why  not  say  to  the  Indians,  “if  you  are  really 
desirous  to  come  in,  make  your  appearance  on  the 
open  roads,  carry  a white  flag,  and  if  you  meet 
with  troops,  they  will  not  molest  you — on  the  con- 
trary, they  will  take  charge  of  and  escort  you  in.” 
Snell  a course  would  enable  the  troops  operating 
in  the  hammocks  to  reap  the  fruit  of  ttleir  labors, 
and  not  subject  them  (as  in  the  instance  herein  re- 


374 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  13,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


lated)  to  the  mortification  of  finding  their  enemies 
armed  with  paper  instead  of  leaden  bullets. 

Captain  Barnum,  with  three  companies  of  the 
2d,  is  operating  in  the  neighborhood  of  lake 
Churchill.  The  command  at  Fort  Holmes  under 
captain  Smith  and  lieutenant  McKinstry  have  been 
operating  in  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ockla- 
waha,  during  which  time  they  subsisted  upon  a 
preparation  of  parched  corn  and  sugar. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  glorious  news 
from  the  everglades  has  reach  us. 

Colonel  Harney’s  second  expedition  has  resulted 
in  his  capture  and  killing  16  warriors.  Major 
Childs  has  taken  44  men,  women  and  children. 
Lieutenant  Steptoe  has  also  killed  and  captured 
six  warriors,  making  a total  of  66. 

We  are  all  looking  fora  speedy  termination  of 
the  war,  the  news  from  the- gulf  posts,  tending,  as 
it  does,  towards  such  a consummation  of  our  wishes. 

January  27.  Captain  Barnum  has  returned  to 
Fort  Russell,  the  camp  of  Halleck-tus-te-nuggee 
was  discovered  within  seven  miles  of  Fort  Rusell. 
He  got  wind  of  the  troops  and  escaped.  Captain 
B.  captured  3 squaws,  one  child  and  3 ponies. 

By  a passenger  in  the  steamer  Isis,  capt.  Fitcher, 
we  learn  that  lieut.  col.  Clark,  of  the  8th  infantry, 
had  in  charge  thirty-two  Indians,  who  showed  them- 
selves in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Dade,  and  were 
brought  in  by  ihe  friendly  delegation  from  Arkan- 
sas. They  are  on  their  way  to  Tampa. 

Information  lhat  can  be  relied  on,  has  been  re- 
ceived from  col.  Loomis,  of  the  6th  infantry,  that  a 
number  of  Indians  were  expected  to  come  in,  say 
from  30  to  40,  and  would  proceed  lo  Tampa. 

Among  them  was  Ilcho-Emathla,  thexhief  of  the 
Tallahassees. 

The  prospect  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  it  is 
thought  by  some,  is  rather  brighter,  whereas  by 
others,  the  promises  of  the  red  men  are  looked  upon 
as  mere  humbuggery.  [ Savannah  Georgian. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  exploring  expedition.  Murder  of  two  of  ihe 
officers  by  Cannibals.  Letters  and  papers  from  the 
Sandwich  Islands  to  the  24th  October  have  been 
received  at  New  York.  The  exploring  expedition 
had  arrived  there. 

The  papers  contain  the  particulars  of  the  mur 
der  on  the  24th  of  July  last  of  lieut.  J.  A.  Under- 
wood, and  midshipman  Wilkes  Henry,  a nephew  of 
captain  Wilkes,  in  a most  treacherous  manner,  by 
the  nalives  of  Malolo,  one  of  Ihe  Fijii  group. 
These  unfortunate  officers  having  gone  ashore  with 
but  a few  men,  were  att  icked  and  killed  almost 
instantly,  bn t not  until  they  bad  shot  four  of  their 
assailants,  who  were  the  very  men  that  but  a few 
minutes  before  they  had  employed  in  tracking  boats 
over  the  reef.  The  men  with  them  were  wounded’, 
but  escaped. 

The  squadron’s  boat3  being  near,  immediately 
pulled  in  and  commenced  a well  directed  fire  upon 
the  savages,  under  cover  of  which  lieut.  Alden 
landed  and  brought  off  the  bodies,  which  were  en- 
tirely stript  Had  not  the  nalives  been  fully  occu- 
pied in  carrying  off  their  own  dead,  the  bodies 
would  have  been  taken  away  and  devoured.  Cap- 
tain W.  immediately  made  preparations  for  attack- 
ing their  town  and  fort,  which  the  savages  consi- 
dered impregnable.  The  seamen  were  landed  and 
afire  was  opened  upon  it,  but  without  much  effect, 
until  a rocket,  or  “Hying  spirit,”  as  they  called  it, 
set  fire  to  their  town,  and  created  great  consterna- 
tion. It  was  finally  carried  by  assault.  The  na- 
tives fought  well,  and  even  slood  a charge  of  bayo- 
net, but  were  finally  beaten  at  all  points,  seventy 
or  more  were  killed,  the  fort  and  town  burnt,  their 
plantations  destroyed,  and  the  island  laid  waste. 
These  islanders  have  always  been  noted  for  their 
ferocity  and  treachery,  and  cannibalism,  characte- 
ristics which  it  seems  they  fully  retain. 

A letter  to  the  N.  York  Commercial  says:  “Lieut. 
Underwood  and  Wilkes  Henry  were  killed  a?  they 
were  endeavoring  to  secure  the  retreat  of  the  men, 
in  which  they  succeeded,  but  at.  the  cost  of  their 
own  lives.  They  were  buried  on  a small  unin- 
habited island  of  Underwood’s  group,  which  was 
named  Henry’s  island,  in  memory  of  that  gallant 
and  ill  fated  young  officer.  The  whole  island,  on 
which  the  massacre  took  place,  was  severely  pu- 
nished two  days  afterwards — when  the  brig  and 
schooner  arrived.  Nothing  was  spared  but  the 
women  and  children,  and  these,  I am  sorry  to  say, 
are  by  this  time  slaves  to  some  chief  of  the  neigh- 
boring group.” 

The  letters  state  that  the  squadron  would  not  re- 
turn before  1842. 

A chief  was  captured  and  taken  on  board  the 
Vincennc-s,  w ho  seven  years  since  killed  ten  of  Ihe 
crew  of  an  American  vessel. 

The  Porpoise  visited  one  of  the  Fejee  Islands  to 
protect  or  take  away  as  the  occasion  might  require. 


a family  of  Wesleyan  missionaries  setlled  there, 
whose  lives  were  supposed  to  be  endangered  by 
the  savages.  But  they  preferred  remaining,  hav- 
ing been  promised  protection  by  the  old  king. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  YORK. 

Census.  Of  the  white  population  of  this  state, 
1,207,323  are  males,  and  1,170,889  are  females. 

Colored  population,  49,965,  of  whom  23,739  are 
males,  and  26,226  lemales.  Among  the  latter  there 
are  three  slaves,  residing  in  King’s  county.  In 
1830  the  colored  population  of  the  state  was  44,035; 
ol  whom  76  were  slaves.  Increase  of  the  colored 
population  in  ten  years  5,020. 

The  number  of  pensioners  in  the  state  for  revo- 
lutionary or  military  services,  is  4,029. 

Colleges  or  universities  12,  students  in  do.  5,985; 
academies  and  grammar  schools  501,  students  in  do. 
36,653;  primary  and  common  schools  10,871,  chil- 
dren in  do.  501,956;  scholars  at  public  charge 
26,266.  ° 

White  persons  over  20  years  of  age  who  cannot 
read  and  write  43,715.  The  greater  portion  of  them 
we  presume,  are  foieigners.  [iV.  Y.  Sun. 

Banks.  Legal  reform  and  bank  investigations — 
says  the  correspondent  of  the  Madisonian— are  the 
standing  topics  in  our  house  of  assembly.  It  ap- 
pears (bat  the  new  free  banks  resist  the  operation  of 
the  law  of  last  session  subjecting  them  to  the  super- 
vision of  bank  commissioners.  ' The  Erie  county 
bank  at  Buffalo  having  taken  the  lead  in  this  course, 
she  has  been  cited  to  show  cause  for  so  doing.  This 
proceeding  has  given  rise  to  a rumor  unfavorable 
to  its  solvency 

Within  the  last  fen  years  I believe  but  three 
banks  have  failed  under  our  safety  fund  system — 
the  Lockpori,  Cily  bank  of  Buffalo,  and  Way’ne 
county.  The  notes  of  each  was  immediately'  re- 
deemed from  the  safety  fund  contributed  by  all  Ihe 
banks.  The  Lockport  has  repaid  nearly  in  full  from 
her  assels;  the  city  of  Buffalo  will  make  a large  hole 
in  the  safety  fund;  the  Wayne  county  probably  a 
small  one.  The  stockholders  of  course  suffer;  the 
billholders  do  not. 

About  ten  of  our  free  banks  have  blown  up — the 
Farmeis’  o f Seneca  county;  the  Millers’  of  Clyde; 
the  Fanners’  and  Mechanics’ of  Batavia;  the  Chel- 
sea, Wool  Growers’,  and  Cily  Trust,  of  our  city  are 
all  I now  remember.  Their  pledged  securities,  ge- 
nerally, pay'  about  75  cents  on  the  dollar — perhaps 
more. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Finances.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  of  Penn- 
sylvania, last  year,  were 

Loans  and  interest  upon  the  same  14,627,220  56 

Canal  tolls  $582,933  22 

Rail  road  276,635  80 

Motive  power  336,182  22 

1,195,751  34 

Other  sources  744,204  77 

6,567,206  67 

Balance  in  treasury  1,337,170  64 


Receipts  total  $7,904,377  31 

Expenditures  7,279,120  94 

Estimated  receipts  for  1841. 

Canals  $600,000  00 

Rad  roads  255,000  00 

Motive  power  310,000  00 

1,165,000  00 

Other  sources  and  balance  above  2,277,079  31 


$3,441,079  31 

Estimated  expenditures  for  ihe  same  period. 
Loans  $2,655,000  00 

Other  expenses  2,555,598  72 


$5,214,598  73 

Anticipated  deficit,  31st  November, 

1841.  $1,773,519  42 

Canal  commissioners.  We  learn  from  Harrisburg 
that,  owing  to  some  oversight  or  remissness  on  the 
part  of  the  senate  committee  to  compare  hills,  the 
bill,  changing  (he  mode  ol  appointing  canal  com- 
missioners, which  had  passed  both  houses,  was  not 
laid  before  governor  Porter  in  time  (o  prevent  his 
reappointing  the  board  on  Monday  as  heretofore. 

DELAWARE. 

Governor  Cooper,  in  his  inaugural  address  states 
that  Delaware  has  never  known  wbat  a state  debt  is 
from  any  experience  of  her  own.  That  she  has  col- 
lected but  one  small  state  tax  since  the  adoption  of 
her  amended  constitution.  She  has  about  a million 
and  a half  of  dollars,  which  experience  has  shown 
to  bp  sufficient  for  all  the  necessary  purposes  of 
state  banking  within  tier  limits.  She  has  a surplus 
ol  more  than  halt  a million  of  dollars  in  her  trea- 
sury. 


VIRGINIA. 

Small  note  bill.  The  bill  authorising  the  Virgi- 
nia banks  to  issue  four  per  cent,  on  tbeir  respective 
capitals,  in  one  and  two  dollar  notes,  until  Ihe  1st 
ol  August  next,  has  passed  a second  reading  in  the 
house  of  delegates  of  that  state  by  a vote  of  65  to 
50.  From  the  know  n opinions  of  the  senate,  the 
Richmond  Whig  anticipates  no  difficulty  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  by  that  body.  The  notes  thus  issui  d — 
if  issued — are  to  be  redeemable  in  specie  at  Ihe  mo- 
ther bank,  or  any  of  the  branches. 

The  controversy  with.  New  York.  We  learn  from 
Richmond,  that  the  committee  to  whom  this  subject 
was  referred  is  likely  to  make  a report  recommend- 
ing strong  measuies  on  the  pait  of  Virginia,  unless 
the  legislature  shall  refuse  lo  sustain  gov.  Sewaid’s 
construction  of  our  rights  under  the  constitution. — 
The  point  in  controversy  seems  to  be,  in  brief  terms, 
this: — Three  citizens  ol  New  York,  (blacks,  we  be- 
lieve,) aided  the  escape  of  several  slaves  from  Vir- 
ginia, or,  as  some  say,  stole  them  from  their  owrners. 
The  fugitives  were  demanded  by  the  governor  of 
Virginia,  from  the  governor  of  New  York,  as  felons 
under  the  law  of  Virginia.  The  latter  refused  lo 
surrender  them,  on  the  ground  lhat  the  commission 
of  felony  here  would  not  be  good  cause  lor  their  sur- 
render, unless  the  same  act  were  pronounced  felony 
by  the  laws  of  New  York.  Gov.  Gilmer  fortifies 
bis  claim  by  a strong  constitutional  argument,  in 
which,  it  seems  to  us,  lie  has  the  better  of  governor 
Seward;  but  alter  a long  coirespondence,  tilings 
stand  as  they'  w ere  at  the  time  of  the  demand. 

[ Winchester  Republican. 

The  New  Nork  Journal  of  Commerce  says: — 

“Virginia,  vve  take  it,  cares  little  lor  Ihe  surren- 
der of  the  alleged  fugitives  in  the  pi esent  instance, 
compared  wit li  the  maintenance  of  the  principle  for 
which  she  contends.  This  last  is  all  important  to 
her,  and  lo  the  w hole  south.  She  cannot  give  it  tip, 
and  will  not,  nor  would  we,  if  we  were  Virginians, 
believing  that  it  is  a right  seemed  to  her  by  the  na- 
tional compact.  If  we  adopt  the  doctrine  of  gov. 
Seward,  and  act  upon  it,  the  only  peaceable  alter- 
native lelt  to  the  slaveholding  states,  will  be  to 
adopt  such  measures  in  relation  to  vessels  arriving 
in  their  harbors,  as  will  effectually  prevent  the  de- 
predations complained  of.  Already  we  see  it  an- 
nounced that  a law  is  proposed  in  Virginia,  impos- 
ing on  the  sheriff's  of  the  counties  lying  on  the  har- 
bors, navigable  rivers,  &c.of  ibis  slate,  Ihe  duly  of 
entering  all  vessels  belonging  to  the  state  of  New 
York,  or  about  to  depart  thereto,  and  make  diligent 
search,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  are 
slaves  on  board,  and  to  take  bonds,  with  adequate 
security,  lhat  the  captain  shall  take  no  slave  out  of 
the  bounds  of  the  state  without  permission  of  his 
master,  &c.  &c.  As  to  the  right  of  Virginia  to  pass 
such  a law,  under  the  constitution,  there  may  be 
difference  of  opinion;  but  in  our  judgment  she  L an 
at  least  as  much  right  to  do  it,  as  we  tiave  to  steal 
her  slaves,  or  to  offer  immunity  to  those  of  our  citi- 
zens who  may  steal  them.  If  we  wish  her  to  ad- 
here to  the  constitution,  we  must  adhere  to  it  our- 
selves.” 

KENTUCKY. 

A report,  with  a resolution  sustaining  the  posi- 
tion of  Virginia  in  her  controversy  with  New  York, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  senate  of  Kentucky. — 
The  resolution  runs  in  these  words: 

Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky , That  they  have  carelully  examined  Hie 
letter  of  the  executive  of  Virginia,  and  the  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  relative  to  the  demaud  of  Ihe  executive  of 
Virginia  on  the  executive  of  New  York,  for  the 
surrender  of  three  fugitives  fiom  justice,  to  wit: 
Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Ganscy — 
and  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  executive  ol  New 
York  for  his  failing  and  refusing  to  comply  with  the 
demand,  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  the  said  reasons  of  the  ex- 
ecutive of  New  York  lor  failing  to  surrender  said 
fugitives — Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac 
Gansey — on  the  said  demand  of  the  executive  of 
Virginia,  are  wholly  insufficient;  and  that,  if  the 
state  of  New  Yoik  shall  sustain  the  executive  of 
that  state  in  his  conduct  in  refusing  to  deliver  up 
said  felons  for  trial  in  the  stale  of  Virginia,  v.heie 
the  offence  was  committed,  that  it  will  place  all  the 
slaveholding  states  in  imminent  jeopatdy,  and  de- 
mand from  them  not  only  their  solemn  protest,  but 
render  it  necessary  that  they  adopt  measures  for 
their  own  safety  and  preservation  against  the  law- 
less acts  of  all  slave  stealing  felons,  as  well  as  lo 
maintain  a due  obc-dici.ce  to  their  riglds  as  confe- 
derated states. 

Resolved.  That  the  oxeeutive  of  this  state  cause 
copies  of  this  report  and  resolution  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  executive  ol  Viiginia,  with  arequest  that 
/ he  lay  the  same  before  the  legislature. 
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Finances.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Ken- 
tucky, states  that  the  receipts  of  the  state  for  six- 
teen years  have  been  less  than  the  expenditures,  and 
that  the  actual  annual  deficit  of  the  sinking  fund  is 
$108,972.  This  is  occasioned  inpait  by  the  failure 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  to  make  any  dividend,  es- 
timated at  $105,000.  But  as  it  is  not  expected  for 
many  years  this  bank  can  make  dividends,  the 
committee  recommend  taxation  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency. 

The  amount  of  five  per  cent,  bonds  issued 

by  the  state  is  1,385,000 

Of  6 per  cent,  bonds  1,765,000 

Of  bonds  for  6 ye  :rs  at  6 per  cent.  640,000 

The  annual  interest,  including  exchange 
on  that  payable  in  New  York,  of  this 
whole  debt,  is  $222,000 

The  present  revenue  of  the  sinking  fund 
arising  principally  from  bank  dividends 
and  profits,  excluding  the  bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  113,000 


Deficit  $108,972 

Educalion.  We  published  some  time  ago  ex- 
tracts from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  com- 
mon schools  in  Kentucky,  which  gave  a very  unfa- 
vorable aspect  to  the  condition  of  educalion  in  that 
state.  The  Frankfort  Commonwealth  says  that  in- 
vestigations are  now  going  on  in  many  part9  of 
Kentucky  which  demonstrate  beyond  all  question, 
that  the  returns  referred  to  are  most  egregiously 
inaccurate.  In  several  counties  where  recent  ex- 
aminations have  been  had,  the  number  of  schools 
and  scholars  is  vastly  beyond  what  they  have  been 
represented  to  be,  and  the  belief  is  expressed  that 
a similar  result  will  appear,  upon  inspection,  in 
every  county  in  the  state.  The  remarks  of  the 
“Commonwealth”  indicate  an  earnest  feeling  on  the 
subject: 

Nothing  has  ever  so  seriously  injured  the  charac- 
ter of  our  state  as  this  well  meant  but  inaccurate 
representation  of  the  superintendent.  His  error 
has  been  in  taking  for  granted,  as  true,  statements 
founded  upon  partial  data,  and  he  should  endeavor, 
during  the  coming  summer  to  obtain  accurate  infor- 
mation. In  the  mean  time  we  would  request  the 
members  of  the  legislature  on  their  return  home,  to 
set  on  foot,  without  delay,  a searching  inquiry  as 
to  the  number  of  persons  who  cannot  read  or  write 
in  their  respective  counties,  what  are  their  ages, 
where  they  were  born,  &c.  &c.  and  send  the  result 
to  this  office  for  publication.  We  do  not  know- 
in  what  manner  they  could  do  more  to  redeem  the 
state  from  a stigma  which  will  stick  to  her  like  the 
poisoned  shirt  of  Nessus  unless  it  be  speedily  taken 
away. 

OHIO. 

The  Gailipolis  bank.  It  was  mentioned  some 
days  since,  that  the  Gailipolis  bank  notes  were 
at  fifty  pel-  cent,  below  par.  We  see  by  the  last 
Cincinnati  Republican,  that  the  concern  has  broken 
up  “root  and  branch.”  The  president  is  under 
arrest  on  charges  preferred  against  him;  the  cashier 
has  left  for  parts  unknown,  and  the  teller  has  gone 
on  a mission,  it  is  expected  never  to  return.  It 
is  said  that  the  directors  are  men  of  wealth  and 
good  character  and  standing,  and  that  they  have 
been  made  the  dupes  of  designing  knaves.  All  the 
books  of  the  bank  are  fortticoming,  and  present  a 
good  account,  except  the  book  containing  the  account 
of  circulation,  which  is  among  tLe  most  important 
of  the  whole. 

INDIANA., 

The  Indiana  house  of  representatives  have  pass- 
ed a bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of  real  and  personal 
property  on  executions,  unless  it  will  bring  two- 
thirds  of  its  appraised  value. 

ILLINOIS. 

A public  meeting  was  recently  held  in  Chicago, 
III  for  the  purpose  of  urging  upon  the  state  legisla- 
ture the  passage  of  a law  to  provide,  by  direct  tax, 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  state  debt. 

MISSOURI. 

“The  improvident  act."  At  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly  ot 
Missouri,  a law  was  hastily  passed,  for  running  the 
northern  boundary  between  Missouri  and  Iowa.  It 
was  immediately  forwarded  to  congress,  and  pre- 
sented for  its  consideration.  Very  shortly  after- 
wards, the  senate  discovered  that  they  had  done  a 
very  foolish  tiling,  and  passed  a bill  repealing  this 
“improvident  act.”  This  bill  was  sent  to  the  house, 
and  there  it  has  received  its  quietus — the  chair  hav- 
ing decided,  and  the  bouse  sustaining  the  decision, 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  present  general 
assembly  to  repeal  oiip  of  its  own  ac's,  as  proposed. 
This  “improvident  act”  must,  therefore,  remain  in 
ioree,  although  it  abandons  the  ground  hitherto 
maintained  by  Missouri,  and  may  result  iu  depriv- 


ing her  of  an  important  portion  of  territory  claimed 
by  her.  [SI.  Louis  New  Era, 


Census  of  each  county  in  the  state  for  1840,  as 
returned  bv  the  different  sheriffs: 

Andrian 

1,876 

Marion 

11,324 

Barry 

4,348 

Miller 

2,23  i 

Bpnton 

4,481 

Monroe 

9,479 

Boone 

13,337 

Montgomery 

4.408 

Buchanan 

8,621 

Morgan 

3,939 

Caldwell 

1,534 

New  Madrid 

4,580 

Callaway 

1,726 

Newton 

4,436 

C.  Girardeau 

8,880 

Platte  (not  reported) 

Carroll 

2,394 

Perry 

5,869 

Chariton 

4,469 

Pettis 

2.974 

Clay 

8,159 

Pike 

10,766 

Clinton 

2,505 

Polk 

8,119 

Cole 

9,403 

Pulaski 

5,903 

Crawford 

3,458 

Randolph 

6,823 

Clark 

2,159 

Ralls 

5,528 

Cooper 

10,411 

Ray 

6,244 

Daviess 

2,774 

Ripley 

2,961 

Franklin 

7,349 

Rives 

4,734 

Gasconade 

5,102 

St.  Francois 

3,202 

Greene 

5,552 

Ste.  Geneveve 

2,766 

Howard 

13,237 

St.  Charles 

8,472 

Jackson 

7,809 

St.  Louis 

35,450 

Jefferson 

4,266 

Saline 

5,014 

Johnson 

4,541 

Scott 

5,788 

Lafayette 

6,957 

Shelby  (not  reported) 

Lewis  (not  reported) 

Stoddard 

2.711 

Lincoln 

6,833 

Taney 

3,342 

Linn 

2,263 

Van  Buren 

4,227 

Livingston 

4.351 

Warren 

4,159 

Macon 

5,666 

Washington 

7,349 

Madison 

3,237 

Wayne 

3,214 

DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

In  senate,  Wednesday,  January  13. 

The  pre-emption  hill  corning  upas  the  unfinished 
business,  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
proposition  to  strike  out  Mr.  Ceittenden’s  amend- 
ment, and  insert  a provision  ceding  the  public  lands, 
on  cerlain  conditions,  to  the  states  in  whicii  they 
lie — 

Mr.  Preston  expressed  his  regret  that,  on  his 
account,  the  senate  should  have  gone  through  the 
formality  of  an  adjournment,  since  he  had  nothing 
to  say  which  would  at  all  compensate  for  this  delay. 
He  had  intended  to  oiler  but  a few  necessary  re- 
marks, and  he  now  therefore  rose  under  circum- 
stances somewhat  embarrassing.  He  felt,  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  a duty  which  he  owed  to  himself,  be- 
fore he  gave  the  vote  which  lie  intended  to  give  on 
this  measure,  to  state  some  reasons  why  he  could 
not  yield  it  his  support;  more  especially  as  he  had 
formerly  felt  somewhat  inclined  to  favor  some  such 
scheme:  for  he  had  been  ready  to  embrace  almost 
any  measure  which  should  divest  the  federal  go- 
vernment of  the  trouble,  vexation,  embarrassment, 
contests,  and  particularly  of  the  patronage  which 
arose  from  these  public  lands  lying  within  the  se- 
veral states.  The  management  of  them  seem  to  be 
generally  conceded  to  be  very  burdensome  lo  our 
legislation,  and  he  had  been  very  anxious  that  no 
etiort  should  be  omitted  to  deliver  congress  from  its 
perpetual  exactions;  and  be  still  considered  it  as  one 
of  our  misfortunes  to  be  so  often  called  to  discuss 
and  decide  upon  difficult  questions  connected  with 
this  intricate  subject,  and  so  frequently  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  the  general  government  within  the 
limits  of  the  states. 

A long  course  of  observation,  however,  had  di- 
minished his  apprehensions  as  to  the  subject  of  most 
difficulty,  viz:  the  danger  of  executive  patronage, 
arising  from  the  possession  and  management  of  this 
extensive  domain.  Reason  and  experience  had 
long  since  taught  him  that  all  the  [lowers  which 
congress  assumed,  whether  legitimately  or  not,  whe- 
ther constitutional  or  otherwise,  ultimately  found 
their  residence  in  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
whose  person  was  the  great  and  ultimate  depository 
of  the  powers  of  government,  and  most  especially 
of  all  unauthorised  and  doubtful  powers  claimed  by 
it.  Having  resisted  all  ii regular  exertion  of  execu 
five  authority  with  great  anxiety,  and  having  felt  its 
effects  very  severely,  Mr.  P.  had  been  extremely 
desirous  to  see  the  prolific  source  of  patronage  di- 
minished or  cut  off.  When  he  saw  from  day  to 
day,  so  many  of  the  senators,  representing  new 
states  of  the  confederacy,  voting  habitually  with  the 
executive,  and  sustaining  all  those  measures  which 
he  then  thought,  and  the  result  has  proved,  to  be 
most  disastrous,  he  inferred  that  there  was  a source 
of  influence  in  the  public  lands  which  produced  a 
course  so  mueh  to  be  deprecated.  He  perceived 
that  the  control  of  this  public  domain  enhanced  the 
powers  of  congress,  and  that  congress  was  disposed 
to  surrender  its  powers  to  the  executive. 

Mr.  P.  however,  said  that  the  deep  and  painful 
| anxity  he  had  once  experienced  on  this  subject  had 


been  somewhat  diminished.  He  was  happy  to  find 
that  he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
evil;  that,  after  all,  the  free  spirit  of  the  inhabitants 
ol  the  new  states  was  competent  to  resist  this  malign 
influence — of  asserting  its  independence,  and  this 
gave  a pledge,  and  furnished  a happy  augury  of  (lie 
continuance  of  our  free  institutions.  Mr.  P.  admit- 
ted that  he  had  lately  been  taught  a lesson  of  great 
value.  The  landed  states,  which  he  had  once  sup- 
posed to  be  bowed  and  subjugated  by  their  condi- 
tion into  a spirit  of  subserviency  to  the  executive 
will,  had,  in  the  late  presidential  election,  proved 
that  a large  majority  among  them  were  animated  by 
a spirit  superior  to  local  and  temporary  influences. 
Five  out  of  nine  of  these  states,  embraced  in  this 
cession,  had  ranged  themselves  against  the  existing 
administration,  in  spite  of  its  patronage,  and  the 
open  and  daring  use  of  it  for  its  purposes,  and,  out 
of  63,  had  cast  42  votes  for  general  Harrison.  Mr. 
P.  asked  pardon,  therefore,  of  these  patriotic  new 
states  for  the  fears  which  had  once  possessed  him. 
He  here  took  back  the  opinion  he  had  once  held 
and  expressed.  He  congratulated  the  country  on 
so  favorable  an  omen  ol  the  future,  and  was  now 
prepared  well  to  believe  that  the  sturdy  indepen- 
dence of  our  brethren  in  the  west  would  ever  be 
ready  to  assert  itself  when  circumstances  required. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  is  no  spirit  of  acrimony  towards  any 
one,  but  to  explain  and  vindicate  some  change  of 
opinion  which  had  been  mainly  founded  on  these 
views. 

Mr.  P.  did  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  saying, 
that  he  had  or  could  at  any  time  have  approved 
the  project  of  cession  now  presented  to  the  senate, 
but  he  had  once  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  sur- 
rendering in  some  way  to  the  new  states  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  public  land  within  their  limits, 
hoping  thereby  to  exempt  congress  from  all  further 
responsibility  and  anxiety  respecting  it,  and  to  re- 
lieve those  stales  from  the  influence  of  a dangerous 
patronage.  He  did  not  think  that,  even  under  the 
powerful  action  of  these  motives  when  operating  on 
his  mind  in  their  fullest  force,  he  could  have  voted 
for  the  measure  proposed  by  his  colleague.  He 
certainly  could  not  do  so  at  this  time. 

Mr.  P.  was  aware  that  the  entire  subject  of  the 
administration  of  the  public  domain  was  now  thrown 
open  for  discussion,  but  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
enter  at  large  upon  the  subject,  not  only  because 
there  was  not  now  time  to  do  it  justice,  but  because 
he  had  already  spoken  to  the  principle  of  pre-emp- 
tion contained  in  the  hill. 

And  now,  said  Mr.  P.  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment before  us,  lei  us  first  look  at  the  nature  of  the 
powers  of  congress  in  controlling  the  public  lands. 
By  an  express  provision  of  the  constitution,  we 
are  authorised  lo  make  such  regulations  in  regard 
to  them  as  congress  shall  think  proper.  This  pro- 
vision resulted  from  the  cessions  by  Virginia  and 
Connecticut,  and  from  the  subsequent  ordinance  of 
the  old  congress.  Undoubtedly  these  grants  did 
look  to  the  power  exercised  under  the  confederation 
in  establishing  the  rates  of  contribulicn  of  the  dif- 
ferent states  to  ihe  expanse  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. I hold  in  my  hand  Ihese  deeds  of  cession 
and  the  ordinance  to  which  I have  just  referred.  I 
shall  not  go  fully  into  the  extent  of  the  control  here 
authorised,  or  the  duties  of  congress  growing  out  of 
it.  By  these  deeds  it  is  declared  as  follows: 

Deed  of  cession  of  Virginia,  March  1,  1784. 

‘ That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded 
to  tiie  United  S'ates,  and  not  received  for  or  appro- 
priated to  any  of  the  before- mentioned  purposes,” 
&c.  “shall  be  considered  a common  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  be- 
come or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation 
or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  in- 
cluded, according  (o  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever.” 

“ Deed  of  cession  of  Connecticut,  Sept.  14,  1786. 

“All  the  right,  litle,  interest,  jurisdiction  and 
claim  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,”  &c.  “shall  be  in- 
cluded, released  and  ceded  to  the  United  States,” 
“for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of  said  3tates,  Con- 
necticut inclusive.” 

South  Carolina  deeded  August  9,  1787,  “for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  states.”  North  Carolina  deeded 
“as  a further  means  as  well  of  hastening  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  debts,  as  of  establishing  the  har- 
mony of  the  United  States,”  and  declared  that  the 
lands  “shall  be  considered  a common  fund.” — 
Georgia  deeded  on  the  same  conditions. 

Resolutions  of  congress,  Oct.  10,  1780. 

“ Resolved , That  the  unappropriated  lands  that 
may  be  cede  I or  relinquished  to  the  United  States, 
! by  any  particular  state,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the 
1 common  benefit  of  the  United  States.” 
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What,  then,  are  the  powers  and  duties  of  con- 
gress in  referrence  to  this  fund?  The  first  thing  that 
strikes  one  is,  that  by  the  cession  of  Virginia  a 
fund  was  ceded — expressly  and  emphatically  a fund 
— to  be  used  in  the  genera!  charge  and  expenditure, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  states;  and  then  by 
way  of  greater  caution  and  more  explicit  declara- 
tion, adds,  “and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dis- 
posed of  for  ttiat  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
purpose  whatsoever.”  It  is  manifest  that  Virginia 
had  in  view  a money  transaction — the  creation  of  a 
fund  to  be  in  the  hands  of  congress,  to  be  disposed 
of  for  money  purposes.  While  she  ceded  the  juris- 
diction of  the  lands,  her  object  was  to  enable  con- 
gress to  discharge  moneyed  dues,  and  effect  fiscal 
operations.  I contend  that  this  was  a trust  fund, 
to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  on 
certain  conditions,  and  under  restrictions,  and  that 
our  control  over  it  is  limited  by  the  nature  of  the 
trust.  Here  then,  we  have  a fund  created — a trust 
confided — and  the  objects  of  both  specified,  viz:  to 
relieve  the  states  from  the  burdens  imposed  by  the 
confederation,  and  each  state  was  to  receive  the  be- 
nefit, according  to  its  usual  proportion  in  those  bur- 
dens. 

We  must  perform  in  full  faith  whatever  duty  was 
confided  to  us.  Yet,  considering  the  whole  scope 
of  the  deed  of  cession,  we  cannot  conclude  that,  in 
the  administration  of  this  trust,  we  are  to  regard 
it  exclusively  in  a money  point  of  view,  as  mere 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence.  There  are  other  and 
very  high  considerations  which  connect  themselves 
with  the  subject.  We  must  remember  that,  while 
we  act  under  trusts  from  Virginia  and  Connecticut 
and  other  ceding  states,  we  also  act  under  other 
trusts,  of  a very  comprehensive  nature,  from  all  the 
states,  and  that  each  of  these  trusts  must  be  ad- 
ministered in  reference  to  the  other,  so  as  not  to 
trench  upon  or  be  inconsistent  with  it.  If,  because 
it  is  a fiscal  trust  from  Virginia,  we  act  upon  a cal- 
culation of  mere  pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  then 
we  immediately  run  foul  ol  the  other  trusts  which 
we  hold  from  the  whole  union.  While  we  look  that 
we  are  faithful  to  the  one,  we  must  see  that  we  are 
not  unfaithful  to  the  other;  we  must  keep  an  eye  to 
the  whole,  and  carry  on  all  our  trusts  together,  as 
harmoniously  with  respect  to  each  other  as  we  can. 
We  must  destroy  none,  but  promote  all,  as  far  as  it 
shall  be  possible.  I am  not  for  looking  exclusively 
to  the  financial  aspect  of  our  powers,  but  for  re- 
membering that,  in  the  discharge  of  them,  there  are 
also  political  relations  which  must  of  necessity  be 
evolved.  No  doubt,  the  first  mo'ive  which  led  to 
the  cession  was  a political  one— the  states  owning 
no  land,  seeing  that  the  vast  domains  of  other  states 
might  lead  to  an  undue  ascendancy  in  the  confede- 
racy, therefore  proposed  a cession  for  the  erection 
of  new  states. 

We  a e entrusted  then  with  a general  fund  which 
we  are  bound  to  administer  in  a spirit,  at  once,  of 
liberality  towards  the  new  states,  of  just  economy 
as  regards  our  treasury,  and  of  mere  policy  as  re- 
gards the  general  good  of  our  union.  These  new 
members  of  the  confederacy  have  been  made  states 
much  more  quickly  than  ever  was  anticipated;  they 
are  treated  as  children,  and  have  ever  been  treated, 
as  favored  children.  They  have  grown  and  thriven 
with  vast  and  unexpected  rapidity;  they  are  tilling 
up  with  a teeming  population,  and  are  fast  becoming 
of  themselves  a magnificent  empire,  which  stands 
in  the  presence  of  the  other  states,  not  as  a child  in 
the  presence  of  its  parents,  but  as  one  of  full  growth 
and  proportions,  on  a footing  of  entire  equality  with 
the  old  thirteen,  and  destined  at  no  distant  day  even 
to  assert  superiority  over  them.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  while  we  have 
been  so  fulfilling  the  trust  reposed  in  us  as  to  pro- 
mote and  foster  the  well  being  of  the  new'  states, 
we  bold  a trust  for  all  the  stales  of  the  confederacy, 
and  hold  it  on  the  ground  that  this  public  domain  on 
which  these  new  slates  have  sprung  up  is  a fund — a 
common  fund  for  the  use  of  all  (he  states.  What 
was  the  feeling  of  Virginia  when  she  made  a cession 
in  terms  so  guarded?  She  states  the  purposes  for 
which  she  makes  the  cession,  and  then  she  adds 
that  it  shall  be  applied  to  these  purposes,  and  to  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatever.  And  to  show  the 
spirit  of  caution  in  which  she  proceeded,  she  would 
not  leave  it  to  implication  that  her  own  rights  were 
of  course  to  be  regarded  with  the  rights  of  all  her 
sister  states,  but  added  the  words  “Virginia  includ- 
ed,” thus  making  assurance  doubly  sure.  There  is 
not  on  the  records  of  civilized  nations  a more  illus 
trious  instance  of  long  sighted,  wise  and  devoted 
patriotism  than  this  very  act  by  the  commonwealth 
ot  Virginia.  She  thus  dismembered  herself  of  an 
extent  of  territory  larger  than  her  own  limits,  and 
freely  gave  it  to  the  whole  republic.  She  beggared 
herself"  that  she  might  beslow  this  munificent  dona- 
tion upon  the  union  at  large.  And  now,  in  her  ad- 
vanced age,  when  her  lauds  were  worn  out,  aud,  1 


instead  of  being  covered  w'ith  waiving  harvests  of 
wheat,  are  covered  over  with  broom-sedge,  when 
her  finances  are  embarrassed,  and  we  may  almost 
say  that  in  her  old  age  she  is  actually  impoverished, 
is  it  right,  is  it  becoming,  is  it  honorable,  is  it  grate- 
ful to  turn  round  and  say  to  her,  you  are  no  longer 
entitled  to  any  share  in  the  benefits  of  this  your  own 
donation?  Were  there  no  other  state  in  the  union 
which  could  put  in  any  claim  to  a share  in  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  public  domain,  surely  it  is  our  duty, 
it  is  your  duty,  it  is  my  duty,  to  stand  up  for  the 
rights  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  to  see  that  she 
shall  retain  some  portion  in  that  inheritance,  which, 
w’ith  a regal  munificence,  she  has  freely  bestowed 
upon  us  all. 

In  the  administration  of  the  public  lands,  we  are 
not  to  oppress  and  pinch  the  west,  so  as  to  wring 
out  the  very  last  dollar  the  lands  can  be  made  to 
produce;  we  are  not  to  act  the  part  of  a miserly 
landlord.  We  have  not  acted  in  Ibis  spirit.  Never. 
On  the  contrary,  I aver  that  we  have  acted  towards 
these  new  states  the  part  of  a true-hearted  and  ge- 
nerous parent.  We  have  nurtured,  and  fed,  and 
clothed  them,  till  the}- are  grown  to  ttie  height  and 
stature  of  adult  strength  long  before  they  are  of 
age.  From  being  feeble  and  helpless  and  tottering, 
they  have  become  strong  and  rich  and  able.  But 
would  I stop  here?  Not  at  all.  I would  act  towards 
them  in  the  same  spirit  still — a spirit  liberal,  affec- 
tionate and  generous.  I would  foster  their  growth 
and  improvement,  and  promptly  defend  them  from 
Indian  aggression;  but,  at  the  sams  time,  as  a trustee, 
I would  look  for  some  return  of  profit  to  the  other 
states  of  the  union. 

Now,  in  tlie  application  of  these  general  princi- 
ples to  the  amendment  which  has  been  pioposed  by 
my  colleague  from  South  Carolina,  in  tile  first  place 
f inquire  whellier  his  is  a financial  scheme  at  all;  and 
if  so,  whether  it  is  such  ail  one  as,  under  the  rela- 
tions in  which  vve  stand,  it  is  just  and  proper  for  us 
to  adopt?  I cannot  but  iegard  it  as  it  respects  the 
cession  under  which  we  have  received  these  lands. 
I will  not  quibble  about  the  terms.  Virginia  did 
certainly  cede  these  lands  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  equivalent  was  the  securing  of  certain  rights  to 
herself,  together  with  the  incidental  advantages 
which  would  grow  out  of  the  cession  to  herself  and 
her  sister  states.  But  was  it  a sale?  Was  it  a 
financial  agreement?  Did  she  reserve  for  herself  a 
fund  from  the  proceeds?  Was  it  a mere  act  of  bar- 
gain and  sale?  Nothing  like  it.  It  was  a deed  of 
boundless  liberality;  it  was  a cession  of  all  her  inte- 
rests in  this  vast  territory;  it  was  an  act  in  which 
she  sacrificed  herself  and  looked  only  to  the  good  of 
tile  country.  The  present  amendment  purports  to  be 
a “cession.”  We  are  to  give  away  to  the  new  states 
the  public  land.  But  can  we  give  these  lands  away 
as  Virginia  did?  Is  this  territory  ours,  as  it  was 
hers?  Not  at  all.  She  held  it  in  fee-simple.  She 
held  it  in  entire  and  absolute  property.  It  was  her 
own;  she  might  do  with  it  what  she  would,  and  she 
chose  to  give  it  away.  But  we  cannot  give  it.  It 
was  iiers  in  fee-simple;  it  is  ours  only  in  trust. 
She  held  it  in  her  own  right;  we  hold  it’ in  right  of 
others.  She  held  it  as  proprietor;  we  hold  it  as  trus- 
tees for  all  the  states.  That  we  have  a right  to  sell 
the  land,  I have  no  doubt;  and  that,  in  execution  of 
other  trusts  confided  to  us,  we  may  in  certain  cases, 
give  portions  of  it  away,  [ do  not  deny;  but  we  have 
no  constitutional  right  to  destroy  the  trust;  that  is  an 
act  which  transcends  (he  power  of  congress.  And, 
further,  if  we  part  with  it  under  a mere  colorable 
sale,  it  is  an  avoidance  of  our  high  trust  and  a viola- 
tion of  the  constitution.  Ifwesellat  all,  we  must 
sell  in  good  faith,  for  a valuable  consideration,  and 
for  t he  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

What  is  the  consideration  reserved  in  this  act  of 
cession?  It  purports  lo  be  65  percent,  on  the  sales; 
in  other  words,  it  is  a proposition  to  cede  35  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  certain 
selected  states.  What  consideration  for  35  per  cent.? 
We  have  been  now  for  fifty  years  administering  this 
trust,  and  we  have  not  yet  got  through  with  it.  Il 
is,  in  fact,  continually  opening  upon  us.  There 
seems  something  magical  about  if.  It  grows  on  us 
as  we  proceed.  A portion  of  the  trust  estate  has 
been  destroyed,  aud  yet,  just  as  fast  as  we  have  sold 
and  consumed  it,  it  lias  increased  upon  our  hands. 
In  proportion  as  we  have  ascended  in  our  legisla- 
tion, a wider  horizon  has  opened.  At  first,  there 
was  a wall  ol  Indians  and  of  foreign  terrilorv  all 
around  us,  but  with  every  rolling  year  its  limils’have 
been  rolled  back.  It  is  not  now  bounded  by  the 
Miami,  nor  by  the  Wabash,  nor  by  the  Mississippi; 
no,  nor  by  the  Rocky  mountains.  But  my  honora- 
ble friend  here  (Mr.  Linn)  invokes  (he  senate  to 
extend  its  view  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 
We  have  not  done  with  this  trust,  nor  half  done 
with  it.  We  have  built  up  an  empire,  and  yet  we 
are  only  on  the  threshold  of  our  possessions.  To 
1 show  how  little  we  have  yet  made  by  it  in  a financial 


view,  let  me  state  that,  from  the  returns  as  brought 
up  to  a very  recent  period,  our  expenses  have  ex- 
ceeded our  gains.  We  are  not  yet  repaid  for  the 
expenses  of  the  trust.  We  are  more  than  five  millions 
yet  in  debt.  I speak  of  the  whole  domain,  however 
derived.  The  cost  and  charges  of  managing  this 
property  have  been  $102,000,000.  The  income 
from  it  has  been  not  quite  $98,000,000.  Nor  is  this 
difference  the  only  balance  against  us.  Thus  far 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  have  not  reimbursed 
the  expenses  of  their  acquisition  and  preparation 
for  sale.  The  following  is  the  official  statement  of 
the  accounts  currentof  the  United  States  with  their 
public  lands: 

Statement  of  the  cost  in  the  acquisition  and  management 
of  the  public  lands,  and  of  Ike  receipts  arising  from 
the  sale  thereof  to  the  30th  September,  1S3S. 

The  whole  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Indian  de- 
partment, from  die  commencement  of  the  govern- 
ment to  Sept.  30,  1338,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  records  of  this  office,  amounts 
to  $32, 047.59S 

By  the  convention  of  France  of 
the  3d  April,  1803,  the  United 
States  paid  for  Louisiana,  in 
stock  and  money  $15,000,000 

Interest  on  the  stock,  up  to  the 
time  it  became  redeemable  8,529,353 

23,529,353 

By  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the 
22d  February,  1819,  there 
was  paid  for  the  Floridas  the 
sum  of  5,000,000 

Interest  on  the  stock  constitut- 
ed per  act  of  24th  May,  1824, 
to  provide  for  the  awards  of 
the  commissioners  under  the 
said  treaty,  up  to  the  time  it 
was  paid  off  1,439,763 

6,489,76S 

The  payments  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  on 
account  of  lands  relinquished  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  including  the  value  of  arms 
furnished  that  state,  amounted  to  1,250,000 

Amount  of  Mississippi  stock  issued  under 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1815,  and  redeemed 
at  the  treasury,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
received  in  payment  oflands  1,S32,375 

There  has  been  paid  for  salaries  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  general  land  of- 
fice 1,126,609 

For  salaries  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  several  land 
offices,  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
sales,  while  in  the  hands  of 
the  receivers  3,227,939 

For  the  salaries  of  registers  and 
receivers,  by  warrants  on 
the  treasurer  of  the  United 
Slates  92,903 

3,320,842 

For  the  salaries  of  surveyors  general  and 
their  clerks,  and  the  commissioners  for 
settling,  land  claims,  &c.  ' 1,032,666 

And  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  3,106,831 


Cost,  including  foreign  cessions  and  expen- 
ses of  Indians  $73,736,047 

The  cost  in  the  acquisition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  lands,  exclusive  of 
the  sums  paid  for  cessions  from  foreign 
governments,  and  expenses  of  Indian 
wars,  for  which  specific  appropriations 
were  made  2S, 484,056 


102,220,103 

Receipts  into  the  treasury  from  file  sale  of 
public  lands  to  September  30,  1838,  ex- 
clusive of  receipts  from  lands  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  Indians  $97,900,379 

Treasury  department,  register's  office,  Feb  1,  1839. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 

Note.  The  records  of  this  office  exhibit  no  specific 
appropriations  for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  until 
1836;  prior  to  that  year,  tire  cost  of  wars  with  the  In- 
dians was  paid  out  of  appropriations  for  the  army  ge- 
nerally. The  expense  of  Indian  hostilities  from  1st 
January,  1336,  to  30th  September,  1S33,  amounts  to 
$ 15,232  86S  64. 

This  account  does  not  include  (he  heavy  dis- 
bursements lor  Indian  wars,  which,  swelled  by  the 
recent  enormous  expenses  in  Florida,  may  be  safe- 
ly set  down  at  forty  millions  of  dollars.  With  this 
very  large  balance  standing  against  the  land  yet  in 
possession  of  the  United  States,  if  the  calculation  of 
the  value  of  that  residue  made  by  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina  be  correct,  the  whole  will  not  reim- 
burse us,  much  less  the  65  per  cent,  which  he  pro- 
poses to  reserve.  And  thus  we  shall  have  squan- 
dered not  only  what  Virginia  and  the  other  states 
gave  us,  but  also  a large  sum  of  money  contributed 
by  the  old  slates  iu  the  form  of  taxes  upon  their  ci- 
tizens before  the  states  now  proposed  to  be  benefit- 
ed were  in  existence.  In  this  most  obvious  view 
of  the  case,  we  give  out  of  the  treasury,  to  a few 
favored  states,  thirty-five  per  cent.ol  many  millions 
of  dollars  collected  from  the  other  slates.  By  this 
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operation,  Virginia  will  not  only  have  given  her 
lands,  but  her  money  also.  She  will  have  transfer- 
red her  property  and  paid  a sum  to  those  who  take 
it.  The  quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  surrender- 
ed by  this  act  of  cession  is,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
millions  of  acres,  lying  in  various  portions  of  the 
nine  selected  states.  Thirty-five  per  cent,  upon 
this  quantity  is  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  acres, 
certainly  a munificent  donation.  The  average  an- 
nual income  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  for  the 
last  twenty  years  is  about  five  millions  of  dollars. — 
Assuming  this  ratio,  the  annual  grant  in  money  to 
these  nine  states  is  more  than  a million  and  a half 
of  dollars.  It  is  equal  to  the  civil  list  of  those 
states.  It  is  the  assumption  of  the  public  debts  of 
those  stales.  It  is  the  distribution  of  the  whole 
nett  proceeds  ofthe  public  lands  amongst  nine  states. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  mode  of  calculation  by 
which  the  mover  of  this  amendment  brings  down 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  is  erroneous;  but, 
whatever  that  value  may  be,  we  have  no  power  to 
cast  it  away.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  sales 
yield  an  income  of  five  millions,  and  that,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  they  will  continue  to  do  so  for  the 
next  thirty  years.  Their  value  for  a sum  in  hand, 
therefore,  is  correctly  estimated  by  a very  obvious 
process.  The  annual  receipts  should  cover  the  an- 
nual interest,  and  provide  a sinking  fund  for  the 
capital.  By  this  mode  of  calculation,  then,  allow- 
ing the  income  from  tile  public  lands  to  terminate 
at  the  end  of  thirty  years,  the  present  value  in  hand 
would  be  upwards  of  fifty  millions;  and  the  propo- 
sition thus  reduced  results  in  a donation,  in  presen- 
tly of  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  to  the  nine  states. 
The  eagerness  manifested  by  the  senators  represent- 
ing those  states  is  natural.  There  is  a grandeur  in 
this  munificence  which  subdues  the  imagination, 
and  casts  into  shade  the  vast  donation  of  Virginia — 
differing  from  that,  too,  in  this:  that,  whereas  Vir- 
ginia gave  to  all  the  states,  herself  included,  this 
proposition  gives  to  one-third  of  the  states,  contain- 
ing less  than  one-sixth  of  the  population. 

That  the  average  of  the  last  twenty  years  is  a just, 
or  at  least  a sufficiently  low,  criterion  ofthe  pro 
ceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  future,  will  be  ap- 
parent from  the  consideration  of  the  great  increase 
of  the  population,  which  furnishes  the  demand  for 
new  lands.  The  United  States  now  contain  18 
millions  of  inhabitants,  an  increase  at  the  rate  of 
about  700,000  a year.  The  demand  for  new  settle- 
ments will  increase  in  a corresponding  ratio  with 
the  population.  It  may  be  safely  put  down  as  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent.  Experience, 
heretofore,  has  shown  t hat  the  rate  of  purchase  does 
not  diminish,  as  the  land  has  been  picked  and  cull- 
ed; but,  on  the  contrary,  those  lands  which  have 
been  longest  in  market  are  most  freely  sold,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  in  market.  Thus,  lands  are 
more  rapidly  taken  up  in  Ohio  than  in  Arkansas, 
lor  the  obvious  reason  that  a dense  population  makes 
inferior  land  more  valuable  in  the  midst  of  it,  than 
more  fertile  districts  in  an  uninhabited  country. — 
There  is  but  a million  of  acres  of  United  States  land 
now  remaining  unsold  in  Ohio,  and  even  this  is  di- 
minishing with  an  accelerated  ratio.  It  therefore 
may  be  well  assumed  that  from  this  source  the  U. 
States  may  enjoy  a revenue  of  five  millions,  until 
very  much  the  largest  portion  of  the  domain  within 
the  nine  states  is  disposed  of,  and  long  before  that 
period  Florida,  Iowa  and  Wiskonsin  will  have 
brought  their  contributions  to  the  general  fund,  and 
extended  the  period  of  this  income  to  future  gene- 
rations. Reasoning  upon  data  known  to  be  correct, 
in  thirty  years  from  this  time  the  demand  for  the 
public  lands  will  be  in  proportion  to  a population 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  two  millions  a year. 

But  there  are  other  serious  objections  to  this 
amendment,  and  1 invoke  the  attention  of  senators 
from  every  quarter  of  the  union  to  that  which  I am 
now  about  to  state.  The  proposed  mode  ol  dispos- 
ing ofthe  public  lands  is  altogether  and  to  an  enor 
inous  extent  unequal  in  its  operation.  What  I in- 
sist on  is,  that  there  shall  be  at  any  rate  a perfect 
equality;  that  there  shall  not  be  discrimination  and 
bounties  in  favor  of  one  slate  and  against  another; 
but  here  there  is  a degree  of  inequality  w hich,  wrere 
there  no  other  objections,  would  be  sufficient  to 
compel  my  decided  dissent.  It  is  proposed  to  cede 
the  public  domain  to  each  of  the  states  respectively 
within  whose  territorial  limits  they  lie.  It  is  given 
to  the  states,  not  to  individuals.  It  is  given  to  them, 
not  as  being  ull  the  states,  but  as  being  part  only  of 
tile  states  of  the  union.  Should  it  be  ceded  to  al! 
tlie  states,  it  would  be  a violation  of  the  original 
cession  and  of  the  constitution,  as  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  contend.  It  is  to  be  ceded  to  the 
stales,  not  in  proportion  to  (heir  contributions  to  the 
public  burdens,  or  in  proportion  to  their  size  or  po- 
pulation, but  simply  as  states.  And  what  will  be 
the  result,  as  between  one  of  the  states  and  another? 


Ohio  exceeds  Missouri  in  population  four  to  one;  [ 
and  how  does  this  amendment  propose  to  distribute 
the  public  lands  between  these  two  states?  The 
share  of  Missouri  i3  to  the  share  of  Ohio  as  moie 
than  twenty-eight  to  one,  making  the  population  of 
Missouri  receive  over  the  population  of  Ohio  more 
than  one  hundred  to  one.  Can  Ohio  stand  by  and 
see  the  public  domain  given  aw’ay  in  this  propor- 
tion? Nor  is  this  all;  for  the  one  million  of  acres 
which  Ohio  gets  is  of  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  have  been 
picked  and  culled  during  all  that  time,  while  the 
thirty  millions  which  are  given  to  Missouri  consist 
of  fresh  and  fertile  lands  hut  recently  surveyed  — 
Now  let  me  ask,  what  will  Virginia  get?  She  con- 
tributes to  the  public  burdens  six  times  as  much  as 
Missouri.  Missouri  is  to  gel  35  per  cent,  of  thirty 
millions.  How  mucli  does  Virginia  get?  Nothing. 
This  is  not  thirty  millions  to  one;  it  is  thirty  mil- 
lions to  nothing.  Besides,  Ohio  ha3  now  passed  her 
chrysalis  condition.  She  has  now  become  one  of 
the  old  states  of  the  union.  A million  of  acres  is 
nothing  to  her.  But  this  amendment  gives  her  her 
dividend  but  of  one  million  of  old  and  refuse  land, 
while  it  gives  Missouri  her  dividend  of  thirty  mil- 
lions of  new  land  ofthe  very  best  quality. 

Let  us  now  look  a little  at  the  operation  of  this 
scheme  in  its  details.  I have  here  the  rpport  of 
the  learned  committee  on  public  lands,  made  at  the 
last  session,  stating  the  quantity  of  public  lands 
within  the  various  slates.  Ohio,  it  appears,  con- 
tains one  million  of  acres  of  second,  third  and  fourth 
rate  lands,  while  Arkansas  has  forty-three  millions 
of  acres. 

[Mr.  Sevier,  across — Yes,  and  it  is  rich]. 

Yes,  Arkansas  is  rich;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
schemes  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and  t lie  poor  poor- 
er. Arkansas  has  forty-three  times  as  much  of  the 
public  land  as  Ohio;  at  the  same  time  Ohio  has  a 
million  and  a half  of  inhabitants,  while  Arkansas 
has  one  hundred  thousand.  Thus,  one  hundred 
thousand  people  are  to  be  benefited  at  tile  rate  of 
forty-three  millions  of  acres  of  land — rich  land,  as 
the  senator  tells  us — while  a million  and  a half  of 
people  in  another  state  are  benefited  at  the  rate  of 
one  million  of  refuse  land.  Arkansas  is  to  get  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  to  each  inhabitant,  and 
Ohio  one-third  of  one  acre!  being  a differe  nee  of  six 
hundred  and  forty-five  in  favor  of  Arkansas.  Each 
inhabitant  of  Arkansas,  therefore,  will  get  six  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  times  as  much  as  each  inhabitant 
of  Ohio.  And  so  of  the  rest.  Michigan  has  thirty- 
one  millions  of  acres  to  Ohio’s  one  million.  Yet 
she  has  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 
The  proportions  are  enormous.  Tile  original  ces- 
sion said  that  the  avails  of  the  public  domain  were 
to  be  shared  among  the  states  according  to  their 
several  portions  ofthe  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture. Yet,  here  an  inhabitant  of  Arkansas  is  to 
get  six  hundred  and  forty-five  times  as  much  as  an 
inhabitant  of  Ohio;  or,  if  you  regard  the  two  as 
states,  one  gets  forty-three  times  as  much  as  the 
other. 

But  it  does  not  stop  here.  New  states  of  the 
union  are  selected  as  beneficiaries:  are  they,  then, 
to  be  confined  to  the  avails  of  the  land  they  receive? 
Not  at  all:  after  receiving  that,  they  are  then  to  come 
in  and  be  common  sharers  with  the  rest  of  the 
states.  We  are  to  give  them  all  their  own  lands, 
and  a portion  in  uui  s besides!  Virginia  is  to  get  one 
twenty  sixth  part  of  one- half  of  these  lands,  and 
Arkansas,  alter  having  got  her  own  thirty-one  mil- 
lions, is  to  share  this  one  twenty-sixth  part  with 
Virginia.  I should  really  hope,  if  the  land  mii9t  be 
given  away,  it  will  be  at  some  rate  more  reasonable 
than  this.  The  entire  quantity  of  lands  remaining 
unsold  within  the  states  enumerated  in  the  sena- 
tor’s amendment  is  154,000,000  acres:  one-half  of 
this  will  be  77,000,000,  one  third  is  50,000,000. — 
And  the  bill  gives  these  50,000,000  to  nine  states, 
the  other  states  to  get  no  portion  of  it. 

I could  run  out  this  illustration  yet  further:  but  I 
refrain.  Ex  pede,  Ilercutem.  These  are  sufficient. 

These  are  to  me  striking  views,  but  they  are  not 
the  considerations  which  weigh  most  heavily  upon 
my  mind,  and  which  I should  be  most  glad  to  see 
removed  it  this  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  and  is 
ever  to  heroine  a law.  In  arguing  this  whole  ques- 
tion I feel  the  difficulty  of  our  situation  as  arguing 
against  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  those  who 
are  to  receive  the  benefit.  T lie  nine  states  who  are 
to  get  tliis  magnificent  donation  have  eighteen  sena 
tors  amongst  those  whom  I am  addressing,  who 
have,  of  course,  a more  direct  interest  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us. 
This,  of  itself,  presents  a powerful  motive  to  secure 
their  support  to  the  measure:  and  this  fact  alone 
ought  to  make  us  pause  before  we  hastily  adopt  the 
plan.  The  benefit  to  be  granted  is  not  common  to 
us  all.  but  peculiar  to  them — it  is  exclusive  as  to 
us.  They  are  to  be  benefited:  we  are  to  be  injur- 


ed. In  alluding  to  the  strength  of  the  motive  here 
presented  as  likely  to  band  together  eighteen  sena- 
tors in  support  of  this  scheme,  I mean  to  make  no 
personal  or  offensive  reference  to  those  senators:  it 
is  a motive  likely  to  act  on  all  men  placed  in  their 
circumstances.  They  desire,  very  naturally,  and 
very  properly,  to  benefit  their  constituents:  and, 
under  the  pressure  of  that  desire,  with  such  an  op- 
portunity for  its  gratification,  the  understanding 
even  of  the  strongest  is  very  likely  to  be  warped  in 
its  conclusions,  and  seduced  to  believe  lhat  the 
measure  is  perfectly  just  and  proper.  We  must 
entreat  gentlemen  so  situated,  as  L do  now  entreat 
them,  to  raise  their  views  from  the  immediate  in- 
terest of  their  constituents  in  sucii  a cession  as  is 
now  proposed,  to  a just  administration  of  the  sacred 
trust  which  has  been  confided  to  them  lor  the  bene- 
fit of  the  entire  union.  Is  it  right — is  it  just — is  it 
generous — to  find  their  own  peculiar  interest  in  our 
loss  and  sacrifice?  I throw  myself  upon  them,  that 
the}'  w ill  consider  this  subject  in  an  enlarged  point 
of  view.  Especially  do  I wish  Ohio  to  do  this, 
who  is  passing  out  of  her  state  of  minority  and  be- 
coming of  ripe  age.  Will  Ohio  consent  thus  to 
squander  our  common  patrimony?  I put  it  to  In- 
diana, who  is  soon  about  to  become  1 he  third  state 
in  this  union:  and  I ask  her  whether  lo  promote  a 
transient  interest  to  day  she  will  be  w illing  to  sac- 
rifice tlie  permanent  andabiuing  interest  ol  to-mor- 
row? and  whether  siie  will  lend  herself  to  tlie  delu- 
sion that  it  is  just  to  deprive  tile  old  states  of  the 
inheritance  they  have  received  from  our  ancestors? 

The  amendment  will  produce  a state  of  things  I 
earnestly  deprecate.  In  the  administration  of  this 
domain  something  is  due  to  our  past  experience. 
We  all  remember  the  large  amount  of  debt  which 
was  once  accumulated  under  t he  credit  system  of 
sale  of  the  public  lands;  you  remember  that  tiie 
debtors  declared  that  they  could  not  pay,  and  would 
not.  The  very  same  spirit  which  prompts  men  to 
lake  the  land  without  a legal  right  prompts  them  lo 
stand  out  for  the  money  they  ought  to  pay  lor  it. 
Circumstances  made  it  difficult,  perhaps  impossible, 
for  them  to  pay;  and  I well  recollect  tlie  terror  with 
which  tlie  politicians  of  that  day  looked  to  tlie  re- 
sults of  such  a state  of  things.  I remember  with 
what  anxiety,  not  to  say  terror,  Mr.  Monroe  con- 
templated a debt  of  nineteen  millions  owed  by  one 
section  of  the  union.  Congress  looked  with  dismay 
at  the  mass  of  debt  due  from  settlers  on  the  Lower 
Mississippi;  and,  in  contemplation  of  the  mis- 
chievous effects  arising  from  the  credit  system,  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands,  you  delermined  lo  alter 
your  terms  of  sale;  and  it  was  wisely  decided  to 
sell,  in  future,  for  cash  alone.  But  if  a scattered 
debt,  due  from  individuals,  be  an  evil  of  so  danger- 
ous a character  as  to  excite  their  terrors,  how  fear- 
ini  will  it  become  when  this  debt,  instead  of  being 
dispersed  among  a number  of  individual  settlers,  is 
consolidated  into  one  mass,  and  owed  by  a section 
which  has  already,  from  time  to  time,  made  claim 
to  an  indefeasible  title  in  ail  this  land!  Can  you 
collect  ii?  You  cannot  drive  your  debtors  from  tlie 
land.  Will  you  call  out  the  force  of  the  country — 
send  your  army— sell  the  land  under  (hem,  and  take 
possession  of  it  for  the  United  States?  It  cannot 
be  donp.  To  individuals,  in  such  a case,  you  can 
afford  to  yield,  and  make  a compromise;  but  how 
will  you  s'and  when  you  have  made  states  your 
debtors?  The  amendment  establishes  the  relation 
of  debtor  and  creditor  between  this  government  and 
entire  states — with  neighboring,  with  contiguous 
states— will)  a mass  of  states,  all  having  one”com- 
mon  interest  in  tlie  question,  one  common  charac- 
ter, and  one  common  debt.  Do  you  expect  from  a 
debtor  like  this  to  collect  your  debt  by  any  process? 
The  thought  is  idle.  I estimate  the  honor  and  fide- 
lity of  tlie  states  as  much  as  any  man;  but  what 
have  we  heard  for  the  last  few  years,  from  the  other 
side  of  tlie  senate,  but  wild  denunciation  of  state 
extravagance — state  profligacy — and  tlie  dear,  bless- 
ed people  to  be  taxed  to  pay  state  debts?  Suppose 
there  comes  a short  crop,  or  an  Indian  war,  or  any 
other  ol  the  like  contingencies,  would  it  not  be 
urged  as  an  excuse  for  not  paying  the  state  debt? 
And  would  you  venture,  unriersuch  circumstances, 
to  call  upon  them  for  your  money?  You  dare  not! 
Gentlemen  have  told  you,  in  one  breath,  that  you 
cannot  protect  your  lands  from  the  squatters  either 
by  your  .tipstaves  or  by  your  soldiers;  and  in  the 
very  next  breatir  they  say  you  can  force  whole 
states  to  comply  with  their  contracts  by  the  power 
of  the  judiciary ! Your  army  cannot  remove  a 
handful  o(  individuals,  and  yet  you  are  going  to 
drive  the  states  by  your  judiciary!  You  cannot 
turn  off  a poor  squatter,  w ho  has  no  sort  of  title,  or 
evidence  or  pretence  of  title;  and  yet  you  are,  by 
the  most  nugatory  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  oust  a 
citizen  of  a state,  having  a deed  from  the  state  in 
his  pocket,  and  tlie  whole  3iate  power  intei  posed 
between  him  and  you!  If  a state  shall  declare  that 
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they  will  not  pay  you,  do  you  expect  that  individu- 
als of  that  state  will?  God  forbid  I should  ever  see 
the  day  when  this  comes  to  be  tried,  or  that  I should 
contribute  to  the  possibility  of  superinducing  it. 
You  place  the  man  between  two  fires.  The  state 
tells  him  to  hold  his  land;  the  general  government 
orders  him  to  give  it  up.  He  is  to  be  hung  by  the 
state  if  he  disobeys  the  state  government;  and  if  he 
obeys  the  state,  then  he  is  to  be  hung  by  the  gene- 
ral government!  You  never  can  enforce  your  con- 
tract; the  judiciary  is  utterly  incapable  of  it.  The 
remedy  which  the  amendment  provides  for  the  case 
is  utterly  inefficient.  It  is,  that,  if  the  states  refuse 
to  pay,  then  the  deeds  made  by  the  states  to  indivi- 
duals shall  be  vacated.  Pshaw!  Why,  as  I have 
said,  with  no  deed  at  all,  the  settlers  have  stood  out 
against  you,  and  you  have  been  forced  to  yield, 
over  and  over  again;  think  you  that,  with  a state 
deed  to  show,  and  the  state  authority  to  shield 
them,  they  are  going  to  march  off  their  farms  at 
the  bidding  of  your  marshal?  He  would  be  a bold 
man  who  would  carry  a process  there.  I say,  then, 
that  there  is  great  danger  in  your  establishing  the 
pecuniary  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  with  the 
states.  If  they  cannot  pay,  what  will  you  do? 
They  will  resist  in  masses.  They  have  eighteen 
senators  on  this  floor;  and  it  is  already  their  boast 
that  in  ten  years  from  this  time  they  will  hold  the 
balance  ol  power,  and  that  they  will  take  the  land 
upon  their  own  terms.  The  remedy  proposed  by 
the  amendment  is  altogether  fallacious.  It  propo- 
ses to  divert  a vested  right,  and  to  drive  a man  from 
lands  that  he  has  bought  and  paid  for. 

Something  of  the  same  kind  was  once  done  by 
con°ress,  (and  the  measure,  I admit,  was  supported 
by  myself,  among  others),  by  which  the  states  be- 
came debtors  to  this  government  for  a distribution 
of  the  surplus  in  the  treasury.  And  what  has  be- 
come of  your  debt?  Who  asks  for  it?  Who  dare 
move  such  a demand?  Have  w’e  not,  in  the  very 
lace  of  this  debt  ot  twenty-six  millions  due  from  the 
states,  borrowed  money  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
government  from  day  to  day?  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  tells  us  of  these  twenty-six  millions  on  de- 
posite  with  the  states,  and  in  the  same  breath  asks 
for  an  issue  of  five  millions  of  treasury  notes!  A 
debt  from  the  states!  The  states  cannot  pay  it; 
they  will  not  pay  it;  and  we  dare  not  ask  them  for 
it.  I would  not  give  you  a groat  for  your  whole 
debt.  Some  difficulty  will  occur  concerning  it, 

and  you will  forgive  them  all.  Let  us  not,  then, 

take  the  first  step — let  us  not  make  debtors  of  states 
too  powerful  for  your  management.  A contest  w ill 
arise,  and  if  they  are  too  strong  for  you,  you  will 
be  subjected  to  them;  and  if  you  are  too  strong  for 
them,  it  will  be  yet  worse,  for  they  must  be  subject- 
ed to  you.  . . , 

On  these  grounds  I am  opposed  to  the  scheme  of 
the  senator  for  a cession  of  the  public  lands.  I trust 
1 shall  always  be  ready  to  promote  the  interest  ol 
the  new  states;  but  I am  not  willing  to  see  such  an 
inequality  of  division  among  them  as  that  one  man 
shall  receive  625  acres  of  this  domain,  while  ano- 
ther man  gets  but  one  acre.  I cannot  consent  to 
establish  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  with  the 
states,  and  so  lose  all. 

There  is  one  other  objection  to  the  measure,  to 
which  I shall  barely  allude.  I am  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that,  while  the  Old  Dominion, 
in  makino-  us  the  cession  of  her  territory,  wisely  and 
cautiously  provided  that  the  benefit  should  be  rata- 
bly divided  among  all  the  states,  (and  therefore 
among  the  western  states  with  the  rest),  yet  the 
main  point  ol  view  in  which  that  cession  is  to  be 
regarded  is  as  a financial  transaction.  In  regard  to 
the  proposition  for  a distribution  of  the  proceeds, 
commonly  known  as  the  land  bill  of  the  distinguish- 
ed gentleman  to  my  right,  (Mr.  Clay),  I occupied 
a peculiar  position.  As  an  independent  proposi- 
tion, I have  been  against  it;  but,  in  connexion  with 
the  surplus  revenue,  l was  for  it.  I was  for  a dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  revenue  accumulated  in  the 
treasury,  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  as 
forming  a part  of  it.  We  distributed  both  the  land 
ed  revenue  and  that  from  the  customs.  We  have 
now  the  subject  of  the  tariff  opened  again,  or  soon 
to  be  opened.  All  questions  before  us  in  regard  lo 
the  lands  are  complicated  with  the  financial  system 
of  the  United  States.  If  I had  the  control  of  mat- 
ters, I would  set  down  five  millions  as  the  income 
from  the  public  domain,  and  I would  then  have  a 
moving- scale  of  duties  in  proportion  to  the  wants  of 
the  government.  But  this  is  scarcely  likely  to  be 
done  The  tariff,  I suppose,  will  be  fixed,  and  not 
moveable,  with  a view  to  give  permanence  to  our 
great  interests.  That  they  will,  to  a certain  ex- 
tent,  be  permanent,  no  man,  I think,  can  doubt. 
How  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  are  to  be  ad- 
justed is  a different  question.  I think  they  should 
be  adjusted  contemporaneously  with  the  tariff,  or 
else  suspended  till  the  tariff  is  settled. 


I cannot  but  regard  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  as  a portion,  and  a very  important 
portion,  of  the  public  revenue  at  all  times,  but  more 
especially  now',  when  there  is  a public  debt  actual- 
ly existing,  and  a proposition  before  congress  to  in- 
crease it.  One  of  the  peculiar  purposes  to  which 
the  old  congress  appropriated  the  income  of  the 
public  lands  was  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 
We  have,  at  this  moment,  an  acknowledged  debt  of 
near  five  millions.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
demands  an  increase  of  five  millions  to  meet  press- 
ing emergencies;  and  no  one  doubts  that,  in  defer- 
red payments,  in  existing  charges,  in  unsettled  ba- 
lances and  unadjusted  claims,  there  are  five  millions 
more  outstanding.  Thus,  on  the  4th  March  next, 
there  will  be  a national  debt  of  fifteen  millions.— 
This  is  no  time  to  give  away  any  portion  of  our  in- 
come, neither  to  all  the  states  nor  to  a portion  of 
them — neither  to  twenty-six  states  nor  to  nine.  If 
these  proceeds  are  to  be  abstracted  from  the  general 
treasury,  it  were  manifestly  best  that  they  should 
be  disposed  of  to  the  states  generally.  That  would 
be  an  approximation  to  justice  and  equity;  but  the 
highest  justice  and  equity — the  most  honest  and 
obvious  performance  of  our  trust — is  to  apply  these 
funds  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

The  proposition  ot  the  senator  from  Missouri,  to 
appropriate  these  proceeds  to  the  navy  and  the  pub- 
lic expenses,  is  conceived  in  so  high  a spirit  that  it 
is  well  calculated  to  enlist  our  sympathies  and  cap- 
tivate the  imagination.  I heartily  concur  with  him 
in  his  estimate  of  the  propriety  of  doing  something 
for  the  navy.  That  important  branch  of  the  public 
service  has  been  too  much  neglected.  It  merits,  at 
all  times,  the  highest  consideration.  Its  actual 
condition  exacts  our  most  anxious  attention.  Its 
glory  and  its  usefulness  cannot  be  too  highly  esti- 
mated, and  I fear  it  has  fallen  into  great  dilapida- 
tion. It  might  be  invidious  to  inquire  how  this  dis- 
astrous condition  has  been  superinduced,  but  it  is 
due  to  our  most  precious  recollections — to  our 
highest  interests — to  all  that  pride  and  patriotism 
can  enforce — that  it  continue  no  longer.  That  ad- 
ministration which  shall  build  up  the  navy,  reinvi- 
gorate its  energies,  and  revive  and  stimulate  its 
wonted  spirit,  will  deserve  the  eternal  gratitude  of 
the  country.  As  far  as  the  public  purse  can  contri- 
bute to  this,  I would  riot  circumsciibe  our  appropri- 
tions  to  any  special  fund.  If  there  be  any  one  thing 
amongst  us  which  may  be  called  national,  it  is  the 
navy.  I w'ould  not  limit  it  to  any  sum,  however 
ample.  Its  only  limitation  should  be,  the  capacity 
of  our  commercial  marine  to  man  it,  and  up  to  that 
full  extent  I would  enable  it  to  be  present  with  our 
commerce  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  equip- 
ped and  inspirited  to  protect  it  and  our  honor 
against  all  opponents. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS-2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  1.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate,  a communication  from  the  war  department, 
containing  an  abstract  of  the  general  returns  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Also  several  memorials  from  the  legislature  of  the 
territory  of  Iowa  asking  grants  of  land  for  various 
purposes. 

Mr.  Mangum.  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  states  and 
territories. 

Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  that  state  to  the  same  effect. 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Clayton  successively  ad- 
dressed the  senate  expressive  of  their  approbation 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  ordered  to  lay  on  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  S.  took  occasion  to  observe  that,  so  far  as 
the  general  tenor  of  the  resolutions  went,  they  should 
be  sustained  by  his  vote.  Although  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  the  doctrine  ot 
instruction  in  all  cases,  yet  these  resolutionshaving 
passed  the  legislature  of  his  state,  he  regarded  them 
as  collateral  evidence  of  the  popularity  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  should  cast  his  vote  accordingly. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  resolutions  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Michigan,  asking  that  a bill  may  be  passed 
for  the  completion  of  all  the  lake  harbors  commenc- 
ed by  government. 

Mr.  Mouton  presented  resolutions  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Culhoun  presented  a memorial  from  mer- 
chants and  others  of  Charleston,  praying  that  no 
, bankrupt  law  may  be  adopted. 


Mr.  Wright  presented  similar  memorials  from 
citizens  of  the  state  of  New  Yoik. 

Mr.  King  reported  a bill  to  authorise  a survey  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  ot  re-opening  the  com- 
munication between  Albemarle  sound  and  the  At- 
lantic oceau  with  an  amendment. 

He  also  asked  that  the  committee  on  commerce 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a new  cus- 
tom house  in  Philadelphia;  the  committee  being  of 
opinion  that  in  the  present  condition  of  commerce 
it  was  inexpedient  to  increase  the  expenditures  of 
government. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  the  bill  relating  to  the  permanent 
and  prospective  pre-emption  system,  when  Mr. 
Young  rose  and  delivered  his  views  in  supportof  his 
amendment,  which  w as  to  adopt  the  principle  of  ces- 
sion. 

Mr.  Fulton  foliow'ed,  and  spoke  at  length,  chiefly 
against  the  distribution,  and  in  favor  of  pre-emp- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  2.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  resolutions  from  a meeting  of  citizens  of 
Calhoun  county,  Florida,  asking  for  admission  into 
the  union. 

Mr.  Hubbard  from  the  committee  of  claims  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorial  from  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  ask- 
ing remuneration  for  depredations-committed  by  the 
Creek  Indians. 

Mr.  Fulton  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  selec- 
tion of  school  lands  in  lieu  of  those  granted  to  the 
half  breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians. 

The  permanent  prospective  pre-emption  bill  be- 
ins  under  discussion,  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Calhoun, 
Webster,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fierce,  Hen- 
derson and  Hives,  successively  addressed  the  senate. 

Mr.  Rives  having  concluded,  Messrs.  Roane,  Por- 
ter and  Crittenden,  made  a few  remarks,  each,  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Young  to  strike  out  all  of  Mr.  Crittenden's  amend- 
ment, and  insert  what  would  embrace  the  principles 
of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands,  with 
the  addition  that  the  65  per  cent,  allotted  should  be 
assigned  for  the  increase  of  the  navy  and  the  na- 
tional defence,  and  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton.  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tappan,  Walker,  Young — 
20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bates,  Buchanan,  Clay,  ot 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden.  Dixon,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard.  Huntington,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangurn, 
Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bug- 
gies,Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright — 31. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  cf 
Mr.  Crittenden,  to  recommit  the  bill  with  such  in- 
structions as  would  embody  the  two  piinciples  of 
pre-emption  and  distribution,  and  was  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bates,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hunt- 
ington, Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Pren- 
tiss, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  While — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 29. 

The  question  then  recurringon  thepassage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston.  Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Southard — 19. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  title  of 
the  bill  the  words  “and  raise  a log  cabin  thereon.” 

Mr.  While  was  glad  the  senator  had  moved  in  this 
matter;  he  had  voted  for  the  bill  in  good  faith,  and 
thought  no  title  should  go  forth  which  implied  a sar- 
casm on  log  cabins. 

The  question  of  Mr.  Sevier’s  motion  was  taken, 
and  carried  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  lo  take  up  the  bankrupt 
bill,  with  a view  to  have  it  made  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sevier  was  anxious  to  take  it  up  and  sit  out 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 
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At  the  request  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Calhoun 
withdrew  his  motion  for  adjournment,  when  the 
latter  assigned  his  reasons  for  desiring  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  Buchanan  having  concluded,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Calhoun  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  3.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  running  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  state  of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of 
Wiskonsin. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  eleven  memorials  from 
the  saddlers  and  harness  makers  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  an  increase  of  duties  on  certain  articles  of 
saddlery  and  harness. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  reported  a bill  to  change 
one  term  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  Ohio, 
from  Columbus  to  Cincinnati,  which  was  laid  over 
until  to-inorrow. 

Mr.  Wall  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States. 

Twenty-five  hundred  copies  of  Plitl’s  reports 
upon  the  management  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ments in  foreign  countries,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  without  the  accompanying  documents. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  U.  States 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  the  state  of 
Maryland;  but  the  motion  failed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  the  senate  agreed 
to  take  up  the  bankrupt  bill;  but  as  it  was  late,  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  informally  passed  over, 
to  enable  the  senate  to  go  into  executive  business. 

After  being  engaged  some  time  therein,  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

February  4.  The  vice  president  presented  a com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in 
reply  to  a resolution  of  the  senate  requiring  a plan 
of  home  valuation  ori  goods  imported,  instead  of 
valuation  in  foreign  countries,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mien,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
presented  memorials  in  favor  of  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  reported  a joint  resolution  on  the  subjpet  of 
American  rotted  hemp — which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Merrick  reported  the  bill  to  amend  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Washington  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  establishing  a general  bankrupt  system 
was  taken  up,  when  amendments  were  proposed 
which  led  to  debate,  which  continued  to  a late  hour, 
and  without  coming  to  any  decision,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

February  5.  The  vice  president  submitted  a re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  war,  containing  the  ac- 
counts and  disbursements  among  the  Indians  for 
the  year  ending  September,  1840. 

Also,  a report  from  the  same  officer  relative  to 
the  Potomac  aqueduct. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a resolution  which  was 
adopted,  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  building 
a steam  frigate. 

Mr.  Walker,  also  submitted  a resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to,  requesting  the  president  to  commu- 
nicate any  correspondence  he  may  have  had  with 
any  foreign  government  relative  to  the  negroes 
faken  on  board  the  ^’Amistad. 

Mr.  Wall  submitted  a resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to,  requiring  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
furnish  a copy  of  the  reports  made  on  Colt’s  im- 
proved repeating  fire  arms,  in  October  and  Decem- 
ber, by  a board  of  navy  officers  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  same.  As  also  the  report  made  by  a 
board  of  army  officers  on  the  repeating  fire  arms  of 
Nulling. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day'  was  occupied  in  dis- 
cussing the  resolution  for  surrendering  to  die  state 
of  Maryland  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  stock;  which  was 
very  zealously  and  earnestly  suppoited  by  Mr. 
Merrick,  and  amended  on  the  motion  and  upon  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Huntington,  by  inserting  a proviso 
requiring  the  assent  of  the  cities  of  the  District  in 
reference  to  their  residuary  interest  in  the  stock 
Thus  amended,  the  resolution,  in  the  following 
form,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing by  a large  majority: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  asseinbled, 
That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorised 
and  directed;  if  he  shall  receive  satisfactory  proof 
within  five  years  that  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
is  completed  to  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  that  the 
state  of  Maryland  lias  provided  by  law  or  otherwise 
that  the  United  States  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  have 
the  right  to  transport  upon  the  said  canal,  through  its 


whole  length,  all  such  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  , 
military  stores  as  the  public  interest  and  convenience 
may  require  to  he  transported  on  the  same  free  of  all 
charge,  and  that  the  rate  of  tolls  shall  forever  hereafter 
be  equal  throughout  the  w hole  length  of  the  said  canal, 
to  transfer  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  due  form,  all 
the  stock  in  the  said  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  sub 
scribed  by  and  standing  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States;  and  also  to  assign  and  transfer  all  the  interest, 
right,  and  title  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  the 
avails  of  the  stocks  in  said  canal,  standing  in  the 
names  and  originally  subscribed  by  the  respective 
cities  of  Washington,  Georgetown  and  Alexandria, 
and  which  have  been  conditionally  transferred  by 
them  to  the  United  States,  subject  to  all  the  rights  of 
said  cities,  and  each  of  them,  contained  in,  and  se- 
cured by,  an  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
several  corporaie  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia,” 
approved  May  20,  1836. 

Provided,  however,  That  the  assent  of  each  of  said 
cities  to  such  transfer  shall  first  oe  given,  in  due  and 
legal  form,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  the  said  cities 
respectively,  to  a certificate  thereof,  to  bo  delivered  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  consent  of  the  cities 
aforesaid  being  only  required  for  the  transfer  of  their 
stock  respectively;  and  the  want  of  the  consent  of 
any  one  of  said  cities  shall  not  defeat  or  delay  the  ope- 
ration of  this  resolution  for  all  other  purposes. 

And  provided  also.  That  the  said  state  cf  Maryland 
shall  provide  for  the  payment  out  of  the  corporate 
funds  arid  revenues  of  said  company,  or  otherwise,  of 
all  the  outstanding  debts  and  legal  liabilities  ot  said 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company. 

The  resolution  has  yet  to  pass  its  third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

February  8.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a report  from  the  treasury  department,  show- 
ing a statement  of  tire  contracts  entered  into  by  the 
department  for  t he  year  1840: 

Memorials  were  presented 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  in  fa- 
vor ot  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Preston,  from  persons  engaged  on  the 
public  buildings,  asking  compensation  lor  the  time 
the  public  work  was  suspended. 

By  Mr.  While,  from  citizens  of  Laporte,  Indiana, 
asking  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  women  of  Pennsylvania,  ask 
ing  an  alienation  of  the  law  of  the  U nited  States  in 
relation  to  slavery.  [Motion  to  receive  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.] 

Also,  Irom  Samuel  Raub,  asking  the  government 
to  purchase  the  right  of  his  “double  self-acting 
safety  valve,”  and  that  a law  be  passed  requiring 
its  use. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  the  general  assembly  of  Il- 
linois, asking  an  appropriation  for  the  construe  ion 
of  a marine  hospital  at  the  city  of  Cairo,  in  that 
state. 

By  Mr.  Ruggles,  from  a number  of  fishermen  and 
others  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  fishing  bounties  and  allow- 
ances. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  that  a light  house  may  be  erected  on  Bran- 
dywine shoals. 

By  Mr.  Wright  from  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  New  York,  proposing  certain  provisions  to  be 
incorporated  in  (he  bankrupt  bill. 

By  Mr.  Webster,  from  citizens  of  Onondaga  coun- 
ty, New  York,  praying  that  the  Senaca  Indians  who 
have  not  given  their  assent  to  the  treaty  between 
that  tribe  and  the  United  States  may  not  be  com- 
pelled to  emigrate  from  the  lands  they  now  occupy. 

By  Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  legislative  council  of 
Wiskonsin,  asking  a law  to  define  the  western 
boundary  line  of  Wiskonsin,  so  that  the  centre  of 
the  Mississippi  may  constitute  that  boundary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  attaching  the 
Cherokee  territory  lying  in  Alabama  to  the  Coosa  land 
district,  and  the  removal  of  the  land  office  to  some 
point  w'bhin  the  territory  so  attached. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  follow  ing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  procuring 
a sufficient  number  of  the  most  approved  repeating 
fire-arms  to  supply  the  troops  operating  against  the  In- 
dians in  Florida. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  bill  to 
alter  Ibe  terms  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  was  considered  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  bill  w»as  so 
amended  as  to  attach  the  district  of  Arkansas  to  the 
eightli  circuit,  and  the  district  of  Kentucky  to  a 
part  of  the  ninth  circuit,  and  making  the  circuit 
court  for  the  district  of  Arkansas  to  be  holden  on 
the  4th  Monday  of  April  and  October  in  eacli  year. 

After  being  debated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Inda. 
Crittenden,  Mien,  Sevier,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  King, 
Walker  and  Monton,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  autho- 
rising the  issue  of  treasury  notes  was  read  a first 
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and  second  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  Merrick  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  have 
the  bills  for  rechartering  the  District  banks  taken, 
up.  The  following  is  the  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Graham,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ina. 
Southard,  Webster,  White — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams 
Wright,  Young— 27. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bankrupt  bill.  The 
question  being  on  Mr.  Hubbard's  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
witli  instructions  to  incorporate  in  it  the  following 
provision,  viz: 

First.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  embrace 
all  banks  ar.d  all  other  trading  incorporations  in  its 
prospective  operation. 

Second.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  give 
the  creditors  of  every  bankrupt  an  opportunity  to 
choose  the  assignee  of  the  estate,  and  only  autho- 
rising the  judge  to  appoint  when  the  creditors  omit 
to  do  so. 

Third.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  secure 
to  every  bankrupt,  when  the  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy issues  upon  the  application  of  creditors,  a 
right  to  apply  to  the  judge  in  concurrence  w ilh  a 
majority  in  number  and  interest  of  his  creditors,  to 
supercede  the  commission,  and  to  give  authority  to 
the  judge  to  grant  the  application. 

Fourth.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  autho- 
rise the  judge,  or  court,  in  bankruptcy,  in  case  any 
bankrupt  shall,  pending  the  proceedings,  offer  a 
composition  to  his  creditors  which  shall  be  accept- 
ed by  three-fourths  in  amount  of  them,  lo  compel 
the  acceptance  of  the  composition  by  the  remaining 
fourth  in  amount  of  the  cieditors,  or  rather  to  accept 
it  for  them,  and  discharge  him. 

Fifth.  To  strike  out  Irom  the  bill  all  provisions 
which  secure  preferences  to  any  class  of  credilors 
in  any  one  stale,  which  are  not  equally  preferred 
by  the  laws  of  ail  the  states,  and  all  voluntary  pre- 
ferences by  the  bankrupt  in  all  cases. 

Sixth.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  punish, 
as  felony,  any  intentional  concealment,  or  with- 
holding of  any  part  of  his  assets  from  his  assignees 
by  any  bankrupt,  or  the  conniving  at.  any  fictitious 
claims  against  his  estate. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Crit- 
tenden and  Wright,  the  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  motion  to  recommit;  which  motion  was  lost  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Pierce.  Roane 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tannan’ 
Wall,  Wright — 1(1.  “ ’ H ’ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clavton 
Crittenden,  Dixon  Fulton, Graham,  Henderson,  Kriiuhi’ 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,’ 
Norvell,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  RtirrI 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge 
Walker.  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Young— 30.  “ ’ 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  provisions  above  referred  to,  and  de- 
sired to  record  his  name  singly  on  each  of  the  pre- 
visions. 

On  this  question  a long  and  animated  debate  en- 
sued, which  lasted  till  4 o’clock— Messrs.  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Sevier,  Wiight,  Calhoun,  Hubbard  and  others 
participating. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  9.  The  vice  president  laid  before  Ihe 
senate  a communication  Irom  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  containing  a report  of  the  commis- 
sioners lor  exploring  the  northeastern  boundary,  in 
addition  to  what  had  been  before  communicated. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  ot  the  senate,  showing  the 
quantity  of  public  lands  ceded  to  each  of  the  states 
tor  certain  specified  purposes. 

Mr.  Norvell,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  authoris- 
ing the  states  to  fax  any  land  within  their  iimits 
sold  by  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
“an  act  to  establish  iiie  judicial  courts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States”  passed  the  24th  September  1789,  was 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  thpn  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bankrupt  bill,  when 
Mr.  Henderson  rose  and  delivered  his  views  at 
length. 

Mr.  Walker  followed,  and  the  debate  was  further 
continued  between  Messrs.  Calhoun , Walker  and 
j Clay,  of  Alabama,  when  Mr.  Sevier  said  that  the 

I discussion  of  this  bill  had  already  taken  up  a great 
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deal  of  time,  and,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  without 
any  prospect  of  bringing  it  to  an  end;  he  would 
therefore  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  carried. 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Feb.  1.  Mr.  Hines  Holt,  of  Georgia, 
elected  in  the  place  of  judge  Colquit  resigned,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  speaker  presented  the  claim  of  Mr.  Sherrod 
Williams,  for  short  mileage  charged  by  him  during 
former  sessions,  and  observed,  that,  as  during  a part 
of  the  time  charged,  the  chair  was  occupied  by 
another,  he  did  not  feel  himself  authorised  to  issue 
his  warrant. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  speaker. 
It  was,  however,  alter  debate  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  went  into 
commitree  of  the  whole  on  the  treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  addressed  the  committee  until 
past  4 o’clock,  w hen  Mr.  Triplett  obtained  the  floor, 
and  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a resolution  to  take  the  trea- 
sury note  bill  out  of  committee,  which  was  receiv- 
ed. 

After  attending  to  various  private  bills,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  2.  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Penn,  asked 
leave  to  present  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  instructing  their  senators,  and  requesting  their 
representatives  in  congress  to  vote  against  all  at- 
tempts to  deprive  the  people  of  their  just  portion  of 
the  public  lands,  and  further  to  advocate  the  passage 
of  a law  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  t lie  sales  there- 
of among  the  several  states  and  territories,  w hich 
were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  a resolution,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, arresting  the  further  printing  of  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  land  oflice,  together  with  the 
accompanying  maps,  as  also  the  lurther  coloring  of 
the  latter. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  modified  his  resolution,  ex- 
tending the  time  of  the  consideration  of  the  treasu- 
ry note  bill  in  committee,  till  the  3d  day  of  Februa- 
ry inst.  at  3 o’clock  P.  M.  which  resolution,  thus 
modified  was  assented  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the  treasury 
note  bill;  on  which  Mr.  Triplett  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  T.  gave  way. for  a moment;  and  Mr.  Curtis, 
of  N.  Y.  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  which  he 
should  move,  when  in  order,  which  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows: 

'■‘And  be  itcnacled,  That  whenever  proof  shall  be 
exhibited  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  of  ttie  loss  or  destruction  of  any  treasury 
note  issued  under  the  authority  of  any  act  of  con- 
gress, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  secretary,  upon 
receiving  bond,  with  sulficient  security  to  indem- 
nity the  United  States  against  any  other  claim  on 
account  of  the  treasury  note  alleged  to  he  so  lost  or 
destroyed,  to  pay  the  amount  due  on  such  note  to 
the  person  who  had  lost  it,  or  in  whose  possession 
it  had  been  destroyed.” 

Mr.  Triplett  spoke  at  length  on  the  financial  con 
dition  of  the  country,  and  in  reply  to  previous  ar- 
guments. The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Vanderpoel) , had  said  that  the  cry  of  a national 
debt,  had  been  raised  by  the  whig  party,  to  justify 
a called  cession  of  congress.  Mr.  T.  denied  that 
there  was  any  w:hig  member  of  this  or  the  other 
house,  who  desired  an  extra  cession,  unless  driven  to 
it.  A called  session  was  a great  evii;  but  there 
might  be  others  still  greater.  It  is  now  absolutely 
necessary’  for  this  government  to  restore  our  na- 
tional honor— -to  protect  our  national  faith  — by  pay- 
ing our  national  debt.  He  asked  gen'lemen  of  the 
opposition  to  lend  them  their  aid.  He  knew  the 
honorable  gentleman,  the  head  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  was  sincere  in  the  expression  ol 
hope,  that  the  whigs  would  not  be  pushed  into  the 
necessity  of  a called  session  of  congress.  He  ask- 
ed his  attention,  and  he  would  point  out  the  w’ay 
by  which  this  necessity  might  be  obviated;  he 
would  shew,  conclusively,  that,  unlpss  the  gentle- 
man and  his  party  interpose  in  this  house,  ttie  ne- 
cessity of  a called  session  would  be  rendered  ine- 
vitable. What  is  the  state  of  our  treasury?  That 
is  the  first  matter  that  naturally  attracts  ttie  atten- 
tion of  a president,  when  he  takes  on  him  the  ad- 
ministration of  government. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  said,  that  on 
the  1st  January,  1841,  there  would  be  a surplus  of 
#1,530,000,  in  the  treasury — it  was  a mere  estimate. 
Let  us  ascertain  whether  it  would  turn  out  so.  The 
1st  January  had  now  past,  and  for  what  are  we  now 
in  committee?  Is  it  not  to  devise  the  ways  and 
means  of  paying  the  demands  on  the  treasury?  He 
then  went  into  an  examination  oi  the  present  state 


of  the  treasury,  and  estimated  that  there  would  be 
a debt  of  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  dollars,  which 
the  next  administration  will  have  to  pay. 

He  was  a tariff  man  to  some  extent,  but  justice 
required  that  it  should  be  levied  for  revenue,  on 
those  articles  where  it  would  be  least  felt.  When 
he  concluded, 

Mr.  Coles,  of  Va.  took  the  floor — Mr.  C.  very  re- 
luctantly entered  into  this  debate.  He  had  hereto- 
fore been  content  with  a silent  vote.  But  we  were 
now  on  the  eve  of  a great  change  in  the  policy  of 
the  country — questions  which  have  not  been  de- 
cided by  the  people,  and  of  vital  consequence  to 
their  interests,  and  those  of  his  constituents. 

He  then  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  and  France,  in  cotton,  tobacco, 
&c.  opposing  the  tax  on  wines  and  silks,  and  sup- 
porting the  bill. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Black,  of  Georgia — Mr 
B.  dwelt  at  length  on  the  various  topics  connected 
with  the  bill,  he  opposed  the  taxing  of  wines  and 
silks,  and  could  not  but  look  on  it  as  a direct  at- 
tack on  France.  He  supported  the  bill.  When  he 
concluded, 

Mr.  Weller  gained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  to  a 
motion  that  the  committee  rise,  the  vote  on  which 
being  taken,  there  appeared  no  quorum,  when  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Alford  moved  that  the  house  again  resolve 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union. 

Pending  which,  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams, 
that  the  house  adjourn.  The  vote  on  which  was 
taken  by  j’eas  and  nays  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Leel,  and 
the  motion  carried.  Yeas  37,  nays  26.  And  then 
the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday.  Feb.  3.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing , 
the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution from  the  senate  relative  to  counting  the 
votes  of  president  and  vice  president,  which  being 
adopted,  Messrs.  Cushing  and  Jones  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken 
yesterday  on  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Fillmore, 
releasing  the  committee  of  the  whole  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  treasury  note  bill,  after  to- 
day. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  vote  would  be  reconsidered 
with  a view  of  allowing  him  an  opportunity  of  of 
fering  the  following  amendment: 

Provided,  that  in  case  the  treasury  notes  outstanding 
and  unredeemed  issued  under  former  laws  of  congress, 
added  to  the  amount  of  such  notes  issued  under  this 
act,  and  actually  expended  or  issued  to  meet  payments 
due  and  payable  before  the  4th  day  of  March  next, 
shall,  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  exceed  the  sum  of 
five  millions  of  dollars,  then  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  issue,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  further.amount 
of  the  said  notes  as  will  make  the  whole  amount  issued 
under  this  act,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling  due 
after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  the  full  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Peck  hoped  that  the  vote  would  not  be  re- 
considered on  the  ground  that  the  coming  adminis- 
tration will  not  have  authority  to  issue  shinplasters. 
The  day  for  them  had  gone  by.  He  inquired  if  a 
majority  could  reconsider  this  vote. 

The  speaker  said  they  could. 

Alter  some  further  conversation  by  Messrs.  Lewis 
Williams,  Dawson  and  Cave  Johns:m,  the  previous 
question  was  called  by  Mr.  Watterson  and  sustained. 

The  main  question  was  tlien  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  the  motion  carri- 
ed— yeas  96,  nays  53.  So  the  house  reconsidered 
the  vote. 

Mr.  Wise  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fillmore),  pro- 
viding that  after  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  to-day,  (3d  Feb.) 
the  debate  on  this  bill  shall  cease,  and  the  commit- 
tee shall  proceed  to  vote  on  the  various  amendments 
submitted,  and  to  be  submitted,  and  report  this  bill, 
with  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  committee, 
to  the  house. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Wise. 
Briggs  and  Profit,  the  previous  question  was  called 
by  Mr.  Turney. 

Mr.  Everell  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  on  that  motion  called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order 
for  him  to  withdraw  tiis  resolution. 

The  speaker  said  it  was. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  withdrew  the  resolution.  He 
was  satisfied  it  would  cause  much  debate. 

Mr.  Wise  then  said  he  would  renew  his  amend- 
ment as  an  original  motion. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  be  necessary  for  its  re- 
ception to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  that  the  house  now  resolve 
itself  inlo  a committee  of  the  whofe.  Which  mo- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  at  the  call  of  Mr. 
Sleenrod,  and  carried,  yeas  92,  nays  81. 


Mr.  Wise  rose  to  a point  of  order.  He  asked 
whether  il  was  in  order  to  withdraw  this  resolution, 
which  had  yesterday  been  adopted,  by  a most  deci- 
sive vote — of  two-thirds,  and  asked  if  that  was  the 
speaker’s  decision. 

Th e speakei  said  it  was,  and  it  was  now  too  late 
to  raise  the  point  of  order — a3  the  resolution  had 
been  withdrawn.  Mr.  Wise  then  said,  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  appeal  from  the  speaker’s  decision. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  appeal,  as 
a motion  had  been  carried  to  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  Wise  then  gave  notice  of  his  appeal,  when  it 
should  be  in  order. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  treasury  note 
bill. 

Messrs.  Weller,  Brackenridge,  Monroe  and  Alford 
respectively  addressed  the  chair.  When  the  latter 
had  concluded, 

Mr.  Shepard  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that 
the  committee  rise,  which  was  carried. 

Tire  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday , Feb.  4.  Mr.  Preston,  of  S.  Carolina, 
on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Cushing,  of  Mass, 
and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  on  the  part  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  have  been  appointed  tellers  to  count 
and  make  lists  of  the  votes  of  the  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  which 
are,  under  the  direction  of  the  constitution,  to  be 
opened  and  counted,  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  10th  of  February,  inst. 

The  house,  in  further  execution  of  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorise  the  issue 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes.  Mr. 
Casey,  of  Illinois,  was  again  called  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  committee. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  length  by  Mr.  C. 
Shepard,  of  N.  C.  and  Mr.  Garland,  ol  Ya. 

While  the  latter  gentlemen  was  alluding  to  the 
incidental  questions  as  to  the  tariff,  which  had  been 
agitated  during  the  debate,  he  yielded  the  floor,  for 
purposes  of  explanation,  to  Mr.  Barnard,  who  said, 
that  he  should  desire  to  have  an  opportunity  of  say- 
ing a few  words  more  before  this  discussion  closed, 
chiefly  by  way  of  reaffirming  the  propositions  he 
had  introduced,  and  ol  going  into  some  further  ex- 
planations. 

I will  now  only  say  (continued  Mr.  B.)  that  it  I 
am  referred  to  as  having  introduced  any  proposition 
for  a protective  tariff,  it  is  an  entire  mistake.  I say 
it  is  an  entire  mistake. 

In  the  first  place,  no  proposition  in  relation  to  a 
tariff  is  regularly  before  the  committee.  My  pro- 
position was  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause;  and 
then  I did  give  notice  that,  if  that  motion  prevailed, 
I should,  when  we  came  into  the  house,  move  the 
house  that  it  send  the  subject  of  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  treasury  back  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  report  two 
bills;  that  the  object  of  one  of  the  bills  should  be  to 
borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars,  upon  bond  or  scrip; 
and  that  the  object  of  the  other  should  be  to  supply 
to  the  revenue  a deficit  which  was  certain  to  take 
place  in  the  year  1842.  And  the  proposition  was 
that  it  should  be  supplied  by  levying  duties  on  arti- 
cles now  coining  into  the  country  free  or  neaily 
free.  I named  several  of  the  articles;  I said  w ines, 
silks,  spices,  and  other  articles  br  ing  luxuries;  and 
I proposed  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  that  extent,  should  be  instructed;  and  I expressly 
say  in  the  same  instructions,  tlfit  they  are  to  keep 
themselves  within  the  terms  and  policy  of  the  com- 
promise act.  There  is  no  proposition  here  for  a 
protective  tariff — nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is  true 
that,  w'hen  I came  at  last  to  wind  up  my  remarks, 
and  to  refer  to  wtiat  I,  as  an  humble  individual, 
hoped  would  be  the  policy  of  tire  coming  adminis- 
tration, I expressed  the  hope  that  a tariff  for  reve- 
nue (within  the  enmpromise  act)  might  be  soar- 
ranged  by  compromise,  as  that  it  might  continue  to 
afford  protection  against  the  aggression  of  foreign 
legislatures.  But  there  was  not  a single  remark 
made  by  me  in  my  speech  the  other  day,  which 
could,  by  possibility,  lead  to  the  supposition,  that  I 
was  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff;  and  if  any  one  so 
supposes,  (indeed  I have  been  charged  often,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  with  making  a proposition  not 
only  for  a tariff,  but  a high  protective  tariff),  I say 
sucti  are  not  my  sentiments,  nor  have  I made  such 
a proposition.  What  I wish  especially  now  to  say 
is,  that  there  is  no  proposition  before  the  committee 
emanating  from  me,  or  to  be  made  by  me,  lor  any 
other  tariff  than  simply  a tariff  for  revenue,  anil 
without  any  regard  whatever  to  a tariff-for  protec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Garland  having  concluded,  Mr.  Adams  ob- 
tained the  floor,  and  addressed  the  committee  at  great 
length  on  various  topics. 
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Mr.  Wise  rose  in  explanation  several  times,  and, 

at  the  closer  of  Mi . A’s  remarks,  made  a brief  rejoin- 
der to  carta  n portions  of  them  which  reflected  per- 
sonally upon  himself. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  VV.  Cost 
Johnson,  who  yielded  tor  a motion  that  the  commit- 
tee rise.  Which  prevailing,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  5.  Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and  said  that 

he  was  extremely  anxious  to  bring  this  long  and 
protracted  debate  to  a close,  and  that  he  would 
make  one  more  effort  to  do  so.  He  had  prepared  a 
resolution  embodying  that  ottered  on  a former  day 
by  a gentleman  Irom  New  York,  (Mr.  lillmore), 
with  that  subsequently  offered  by  a gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise ),  and  he  now  asked  leave  to 
offer  it.  He  sent  it  to  the  clerk’s  table,  where  it 
was  read  as  follows:  . 

Whereas  the  bdl  of  this  house,  No.  o9S,  to  authorise 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,  was  taken  up  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house  on  the  slate  of  the  union  on  the 
ISih  day  of  January  last,  and  has  been  under  discus- 
sion to  this  time.  And  whereas  much  of  the  indispen- 
sable public  business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on:  I heretore 

Resolved , That  at  five  o’clock  to-day  the  debate  on 
this  bill  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed 

to  vote  on  the  various  amendments  submitted  and  to  be 

submitted,  and  then  report  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  by  the  committee,  to  ihe  house. 

Mr.  Rayner  objected,  and  said  that  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  at  the  last  session  to  adopt  a simi- 

i nn  n hill  of  the  same  character,  the 

a violation  of 


and  that  after  the  morning  hour  the  house  will,  this  I and  surrendered  their  arms,  there  is  reason  to  hope 
day,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  to  the  I that  general  Armistead’s  promises  will  induce  them 

passage  "f  which  no  objection  shall  be  made. 

Mr  Andrews  made  an  ineffectual  elfort  to  intro- 


whigs  unanimously  opposed  it  as 
their  lights.  He  could  not  understand  why  they 
were  now  of  a different  way  of  thinking. 

Mr.  Briggs  wished  that  the  time  could  be  extend 
ed  to  7 o’clock. 

The  speaker  said  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  that,  if  the  resolution  was 
received  under  a suspension,  it  would  then  be  open 
to  modification  or  amendment. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion;  they  were  ta- 
ken, anil  there  appeared  for  suspending  113,  against 

11  Two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  was  received. 

Mr  Lincoln  then,  at  the  request  ot  several  mem- 
bers, modified  it  by  substituting  seven  o’clock  tor  five 
o’clock,  and  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 

ordered.  , , ...  , 

Aud  the  question  was  put  to  agree  to  the  resolu 
tion,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  house  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  treasury  note  bill, 
when  a desultory  debate  took  place.in  winch  Messrs. 
W C Johnson.  Hunt,  Alford,  Cushing  and  Barnard 
participated.  Most  of  whom  advancing  the  opinion 
that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  advocate  a high 
tciri  tf, 

Mr.  Rayner  then  obtained  the  floor  and  addressed 
the  committee  at  great  length. 

He  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Reynolds,  Sleenrod, 
Mallory,  Underwood  and  Albert  Smith,  who  coriti- 
ed  the  discussion  until  7 o’clock,  P.  M.  when  the 
bill  was  brought  out  of  committee  tinder  the  order 
of  this  morning,  with  the  amendment  heretofore 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  authorise  the  incom- 
ing administration  to  issue  five  millions  of  dollars 
between  the  3d  of  March  and  the  close  of  the  year, 
notwithstanding  the  amount  that  may  have  been 
previously  issued  by  the  present  administration. 

1 This  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  house, 

ayes  1 1 1,  noes  79.  .. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  ayes 

126,  noes  69. 

And  being  engrossed  was  read  a third  time  ar.d 
passed  without  a division. 

At  S o’clock,  P.  M.  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb  6.  Mr.  Rayner,  by  leave  pre- 
sented the  resolutions  ol  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states; 
also  for  the  re-opening  ot  Roanoke  inlet;  which  re- 
solutions  weie  ordered  lay  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell,  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  the  following  resolution,  which  was  as- 
sented to  by  the  following  vote;  ayes  122  nays  52 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  order  of  this 
house,  made  on  the  8th  day  of  January  last,  ordering 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  Raub  s se  f-act- 
ino-  safety  valve;  the  bill  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  persons  to  construct  apparatus > with  a view  to ex- 
tinguish fires  on  board  steam  ships,  and  to  test  its 
utility;  and  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  steamboats 
and  vessels,  approved  July  7.  183s,  to  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  the  25th  day  of  January  (then)  instant 
and  then  to  take  precedence  of  ail  other  business  until 
they  are  disposed  of,  he  postponed  to  Monday  next, 


duce  a resolution  to  pay  such  members  of  the  house 
as  were  unable  to  reach  the  seat  of  government  on 
the  first  week  of  tiie  session,  on  account  of  the 
great  storm  which  raged  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  asked  for  a suspension 
of  tiie  rules  to  enable  him  to  present  a number  of 
petitions  which  had  been  a long  time  delayed. — 
The  house  refused  to  grant  the  leave. 

On  the  16th  January,  the  committee  on  public 
lands  reported  a bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorise 
the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  and  settle  claims  to  vacant  and  unappropriat 
ed  lands  within  that  slate,  passed  18th  April  1806, 
which  was  then  twice  read,  and  a motion  was  made 
that  it  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  tiie  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union;  and  (his  motion  was  pend- 
ng  at  the  expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  for  reports 
on  that  day. 

Mr.  Crockett  declined  to  make  the  speech  which 
he  contemplated  lo  have  done,  as  he  was  sure  every 
member  understood  the  subject,  and  time  was  pre- 
cious. He  then  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  ordered  and  put,  viz:  shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  speaker  then  decided  that  the  main  question 
was,  shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time? 

Mr.  Montgomery  appealed  from  this  decision  on 
the  ground  that  the  main  question  was  that  the  bill 
be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  called  for,  and  it  was 
read  throughout. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  was  put,  and  the 
speaker  was  sustained  without  a division. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  a member  of  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  spoke  at  some  length  on 
the  bill;  and  before  he  had  concluded,  the  hour  al- 
lotted for  morning  business  expired,  and  the  speaker 
proceeded  to  clear  his  table. 

Various  bills  were  received  from  the  senate. 

Mr.  Underwood  obtained  leave  to  lay  on  the  table 
a preamble  and  resolution  from  the  legislature  ot 
Kentucky  in  faverofthe  establishment  of  a United 
States  bank,  and  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
states;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  presented  the  report  of  a com- 
mittee, with  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of 
the  state  of  South  Carolina,  against  a national  bank: 
against  a revision  of  the  tariff  for  protection;  ap- 
proving the  principles  and  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Bo- 
ren's administration;  approving  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  one  of  the  senators  of  that  state  in  con- 
gress; and  that  the  state  is  resolved  to  repel  every 
aggression  upon  her  rights  as  a sovereign  republic 
the  instant  that  aggression  is  attempted.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Numerous  private  bills  having  been  acted  upon, 
and  disposed  of,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  8.  By  the  rules  of  the  house  the 
first  business  in  order  to  day  was  the  presentation 
of  petitions.  This  was  announced  by  the  speaker, 
when 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  pensions.  Mr.  Jones  stated  briefly 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  speedy  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Soulh  Carolina,  said  he  had 
received  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  ad- 
dressed to  him  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  in  relation  to  a pacification  about 
to  be  made  or  already  made  with  the  Setninole  In- 
dians, and  he  asked  Mr.  Jones  to  allow  him  to  have 
the  communication  read,  when  he  would  submit  a 
proposition  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Adams  objected  to  any  thing  which  should 
interpose  to  prevent  the  presentalion  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Jones  declined  to  waive  his  motion,  but,  by 
consent,  the  communication  from  the  secretary  of 
war  was  read,  as  also  was  the  letter  of  general 
Armistead,  which  accompanied  it.  They  are  as 
follows: 

“ War  department,  Feb.  6,  1841. 
“Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  a copy  of  a communication  to  the  adjutant 
general  from  general  Armistead,  commanding  the 
army  in  Florida,  asking  a remittance  of  $100,000 
to  enable  him  to  comply  with  his  promises  to  tiie 
hostile  Indians  in  Florida’,  in  the  event  of  their  sur- 
rendering themselves  for  emigration.  In  the  pre- 
sent temper  of  the  Indians,  and  from  the  fact  that 


to  come  in  and  give  themselves  up  for  removal  to 
the  west.  Tiie  course  adopted  by  the  general  has, 
heretofore,  met  the  approbation  of  the  department, 
both  as  a measure  ol  economy  and  humanity,  as 
the  inducement  held  out  by  him  is  calculated  to 
end  this  protracted  contest  at  much  less  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure  than  to  continue  the  war  another 
mouth. 

The  department  has,  however,  no  means  under 
ils  control  applicable  to  the  object,  and  respectfully 
recommends  that  an  appropriation  of  the  amount 
named  by  general  Armistead  ($100,000)  be  asked 
of  congress  for  the  purpose.  Very  respectfully, 

“J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  Waddy  Thompson,  chairman  com.  on  milita- 
ry affairs,  house  reps.” 

“ Head  quarters  army  of  Florida, 

Tampa,  Jan.  16,  1841. 

“SrR:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have 
just  arrived  from  Pease  creek  and  PuntaRussa.  I 
visited  those  points  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a 
party  of  the  Seminoles,  and  inducing  them  to  come 
in. 

I did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  an  interview 
with  their  chiefs,  but  several  of  their  people  came 
to  see  me,  accompanied  by  two  of  the  delegation 
■' om  Arkansas.  They  united  i:i  saying  that  they 
would  return  in  eight  days  with  a part,  if  not  1 he 
whole  of  their  people,  and  embark  on  hoard  the 
steamboat  whicti  I shall  despatch  to  meet  them. 

‘I  have  promised  the  two  chiefs  each  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  agreed  to  pay  every  warrior  who 
comes  in  thirty  dollars,  and  give  him  a rifle,  blan- 
ket and  clothing.  To  fulfil  t his  and  other  promises, 
which  I have  made  to  the  Indians,  I trust  there 
will  be  no  delay  in  forwarding  to  me  or  captain 
Page  the  necessary  sum  of  money,  or  in  ordering 
captain  Armstrong  lo  report  to  me  with  the  funds 
committed  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  emigration. 

“Thirty  or  forty  Indians  are  expected  here  in  a 
few  days  from  the  head  of  the  Wilhlacoocbee. 
They  desired  an  escort  to  protect  them  from  the 
Mickasukies;  which  was  accordingly  furnished. 

“A  considerable  number  of  the  Tallahassees  are 
now  in  at  various  points.  1 shall  concentrate  them 
here  as  soon  as  practicable.  I respectfully  enclose 
herewith  a report  from  lieut.  col.  Loomis,  com- 
manding at  Fort  Clinch,  where  Echo-emathla, 
chief  of  the  Tallahassees,  has  doubtless  arrived  ere 
this.  I am,  &c.  W.  K.  ARMISTEAD. 

“Biigadier  general  commanding  in  Florida. 
"Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

“P.  S.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  proba- 
bly be  required  for  the  objects  mentioned  in  this 
letter.” 

After  these  letters  had  been  read — 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave 
to  introduce  a bill  making  tiie  appropriation  called 
lor. 

Mr.  Jones  said  the  appropiiation  could  be  mov- 
ed as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  pensions,  which  he  had  proposed  to  take 
up. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  tiie  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Clifford 
in  the  chair. 

Tiie  bill  being  rea  1,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  S.  C.  chair- 
man of  Ihe  committee  on  military  affairs,  moved  the 
following  amendment: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  $100, COO 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
for  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  Seminole  chiefs  aud 
warriors  as  may  surrender  for  emigration. 

Mr.  Petrildn  inquired  if  the  amendment  was  in 
order  under  the  l tile  which  provides  that  no  pro- 
position on  a subject  different  from  that  under  con- 
sideration shall  be  admitted  under  color  of  amend- 
ment. 

The  chairman,  (Air.  Clifford)  decided  that  (lie 
amendment  was  in  order  under  tiie  7th  mle,  which 
specially  relates  to  amendments  to  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,  said  that  it  could  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  say  much  in  favor  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  this  amendment,  because  tile  facts 
contained  in  the  communication  which  had  been 
transmitted  by  the  secretary  of  war  would  be  suf- 
ficient on  that  point.  That  we  would  ultimately 
have  to  resort  to  negotiation,  he,  (Mr.  T ) did  not 
entertain  a doubt.  He  believed  that  Ihe  adoption 
of  the  proposition  was  due  not  only  to  Ihe  people 
of  Florida,  but  lhat  it  was  required  by  the  interests 
of  the  entire  union. 

Mr.  T.  alluded  generally  to  the  course  of  Eng- 
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number  have  already  come  in  at  the  various  posts  J land,  and  adverted  to  the  dangers  which,  he  said. 
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threatened  us  abroad,  with  reference  to  that  nation; 
as  to  which  nation,  he  thought  the  difficulty  of  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  pending  controversies  al- 
most insuperable.  Vain,  indeed,  he  might  say  silly, 
would  it  be  to  suppose  that  England,  after  having 
avowed  the  act  of  McLeod  a3  having  been  com- 
mitted under  her  authority,  would  quietly  stand  by 
and  see  him  condemned  and  executed  under  our 
laws,  if  a conviction  should  take  place.  He  alluded 
to  the  rallying  point  which  the  West  Indies  pre- 
sented to  the  power  of  England— to  her  black  re- 
giments there — to  the  protection  afforded  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  by  the  salubrity  of  the  cli- 
mate, &c. 

He  expressed,  in  conclusion,  an  anxious  desire 
that  the  Florida  war  should  be  brought  to  a close 
during  the  present  session;  and  he  should,  in  leav- 
ing congress,  feel  most  happy  if  he  should  have 
been  in  any  way  instrumental  in  accomplishing 
that  desirable  end. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  not  yet  satisfied  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Thompson) , was  in  order. 

And  some  further  conversation  ensued  on  that 
point,  which  however  resulted  in  no  action;  after 
which — Mr.  Profit  said  that,  if  he  understood  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Thompson) , it  contemplated  the  appropriation 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  perfect  arrange- 
ments with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  it  came  di- 
rectly from  the  secretary  of  war,.  It  was  enough 
lor  him,  (Mr.  P.)  to  know  that  the  administration 
now  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  government  be- 
lieved the  appropriation  to  be  necessary,  and  he 
would  vote  for  it;  and  if  a million  dollars,  instead  of 
$>100,000,  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  for  that 
also. 

A wrong  construction  had  been  put  on  certain 
remarks  made  by  him  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress. He  had  never  objected  to  the  appropriation 
of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  if  necessary,  but  it  was 
to  the  manner  of  the  expenditure  that  his  objection 
bad  been  made. 

One  remark  he  would  make  in  regard  to  the  tone 
of  the  debates  in  this  house  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress.  Scarcely  ever  was  an  appropria- 
tion asked  for  the  Florida  war,  (or  other  matters 
connected  with  our  policy  towards  Indians  or  fo- 
reign nations),  but  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
must  be  lugged  in.  Now,  he  would  ask,  was  it 
becoming  the  character  ol  American  statesmen  to 
stand  on  this  floor,  seizing  every  opportunity  to 
speak  of  the  overgrowing  power  of  Great  Britain — 
oi  her  rapacity — of  her  determination  to  extend  her 
conquests?  The  only  difference  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  w'as  this,  that  Great 
Britain  acted  whilst  we  talked.  But  Great  Britain 
was  not  the  only  government  that  had  manifested 
rapacious  tendencies.  Mr.  P.  here  alluded  to  the 
inroads  made  by  France  upon  certain  parts  ol  South 
America  and  upon  the  continent  of  Africa.  Yet, 
Mr.  P.  said,  gentlemen  had  not  a word  to  say  about 
France;  yet  Great  Britain,  because  she  asserted  and 
vindicated  the  rights  of  her  citizens  whenever  they 
were  injured  or  oppressed,  was  made  the  constant 
object  of  observation  here.  If  gentlemen  were  for 
war,  why  did  they  not  propose  it?  Why  did  they 
talk  so  much  about  it?  Why  should  all  the  govern- 
ments of  the  earth  be  led  to  believe,  by  the  debates 
here,  that  there  was  a hostile  feeling  pervading  this 
land,  when  there  was  not? 

After  a prolonged  debate,  without  coming  to  any 
conclusion,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nisbet,  the  committee 
rose. 

Mr.  Eastman,  some  days  ago,  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  tor  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  extend  for 
five  years  the  act  approved  July  16,  1833,  granting 
half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows.  As  soon 
as  the  house  came  out  of  committee  of  the  whole, 
he  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  bill,  which  was 
granted. 

The  bill  was  then  introduced,  and  received  its 
first  and  second  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Junes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  by  leave,  reported  a bill  making 
appropriations  for  fortifications  for  the  year  1841; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Jos.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  and  adjusting 
the  circuits  of  the  U.  S.  courts  as  to  distribute,  and 
equalize,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  labor  of  the  judges. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  leave  to  report  senate  bill 
for  the  removal  of  the  raft  in  R°d  river,  referred  to 
the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  some  weeks 
since.  Leave  was  refused. 

Mr.  Grinnell  asked  leave  to  present  a petition 
against  the  passage  ol  the  bills  before  the  house  re- 


lating to  the  explosions  of  steamboats.  It  was  ob- 
jected to. 

And  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  9.  This  day  being  set  apart  as  a 
special  order  for  the  bills  reported  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood, from  a select  committee  in  relation  to  steam- 
boat explosions — 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  special  order  be  post- 
poned until  Thursday  next,  and  thatthe  house  pro- 
ceed with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  before  the 
house  yesterday,  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  for  the  year  1841. 

Upon  inquiry  made  of  the  chair,  it  was  answered 
that  a majority  could  postpone  the  order,  but  that  it 
would  then  lose  its  speciality.  The  speaker  sug- 
gested that  the  postponement  might  be  made  by 
common  consent,  in  which  case  it  would  remain  a 
special  order.  The  chair  then  inquired  if  there  was 
any  objection. 

Mr.  Cushing  objected;  and  then  Mr.  Jones  moved 
thatthe  special  order  be  postponed  until  Thursday 
next,  and  the  motion  w as  carried  by  two  thirds;  so 
that  it  remains  a special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  that  hereafter  the  daily 
hour  for  the  meeting  of  the  house  be  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

There  was  objection  to  the  introduction  of  this 
motion,  on  which  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the 
motion  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia, resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  for  the  year  1341. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment,  moved 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Sonlh  Carolina, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  resumed  his  remarks  from  yes- 
terday, in  reply  to  portions  ol  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Giddings  having  reference  to  the  causes  of  the  Flo- 
rida war.  Some  further  explanations  took  place 
between  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Evuns  in  relation  to 
the  pending  controversy  between  the  states  of 
Georgia  and  Maine. 

Mr.  Cooper,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  for 
irrelevancy;  and  at  a subsequent  period,  when  re- 
plying to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giddings  as  to  negro- 
stealing,  and  whilst  meeting  those  remarks  with  al- 
lusions to  a certain  case  oi  negro-stealing  in  Ohio, 
was  pronounced  to  be  out  of  order  by  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Black,  insisting  that  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Cooper)  was  merely  replying  to  arguments  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Giddings)  had  been 
suffered  to  make,  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  point  of  order, 
in  which  Messrs.  Black,  Alford,  Adams  and  Wise, 
participated;  after  which  the  question  was  put  “shall 
the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  committee?”  and  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
ayes  56,  noes  82.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
reversed. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  would  appeal 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Georgia  to  say  whe- 
ther it  was  prudent  or  proper  in  this  discussion  ofa 
topic  (however  improperly  dragged  into  this  de- 
bate) upon  which  every  southern  man  should  only 
feel  as  a southern  man,  to  be  provoking  this  family 
quarrel  between  southern  whigs  and  southern  de- 
mocrats; and  whether  it  is  just  to  regard  the  very 
obscurest  of  the  obscure  members  of  the  whig  party 
as  an  exponent  of  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  that 
party  on  this  subject.  Would  it  not  be  better,  more 
fair,  and  more  just  to  w'ait  one  short  month  and  hear 
the  distinguished  head  of  that  party  speak  for  him- 
self? Mr.  T.  would  pledge  himself  that  gen.  Har- 
rison w ill  so  speak  and  act  upon  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition as  to  satisfy  even  the  member  from  Georgia, 
and  to  seal  forever  his  lips  except  in  praise. 

Mr.  Cooper  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  (interrupt- 
ed by  explanations  from  Messrs.  Nisbet  and  Gid- 
diugs),  and  concluded  at  ten  minutes  past  2 o’clock. 

Mr.  Black  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  expressed 
himself  decidedly  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson), 
as  being  irrelevant  to  the  bill  before  the  committee, 
and  as  being  improper  at  this  time.  And,  he  said, 
he  would  have  contented  himself  with  simply  giv- 
ing bis  vote  against  Hie  amendment,  bad  it  not  been 
that  for  three  long  hours  yesterday  the  gentleman, 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Giddings),  had  been  permitted  to 
abuse,  vilify  and  misrepresent  him  and  his  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  B then  alluded  lo  the  efforts  which  had  been 
made  by  himself  and  his  colleagues  yesterday  to 
arrest  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his  course  of  re- 
mark, which,  however,  bad  been  unsuccessful.  The 
consequences  of  suffering  the  gentleman  to  go  on 
could  not  but  be  foreseen  by  every  member  of  (he 
house.  He  w-ould  say  that  it  was  not  his  intention 


; to  argue  the  abstract  question  of  slavery  on  this 
j floor;  be  had  been  instructed  by  his  constituents  to 
I hold  no  argument  with  abolitionists  here.  Mr.  B. 
then  intimated  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would 
come  amongst  his  (Mr.  B’s)  constituents  arid  pro- 
mulgate hisdoclrines  there,  he  would  find  that  Lynch 
law  would  be  inflicted,  and  that  the  gentleman  would 
reach  an  elevation  which  he  little  dreamed  of.  Let 
the  gentleman  put  that  down  in  his  book;  let  him 
carry  it  back  home,  and  tell  it  to  his  indignation 
meetings. 

Mr.  Giddings  rose  to  a point  of  order,  which  he 
was  about  to  reduce  to  writing;  when  Mr.  Wise 
said:  Let  us  get  through  this  discussion  as  soon  as 
possible — let  us  go  on  without  interruption. 

Mr.  Black  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks.  Once 
only  he  wras  notified  by  the  chairman,  during  the 
reading  of  a certain  paper  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table, 
that  the  chairman  did  not  consider  the  course  of  re- 
mark in  order;  but  that,  under  the  decision  of  the 
committee,  made  this  morning,  the  chair  did  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Mr. 
B.  then  proceeded,  and  was  discussing  questions 
connected  with  the  policy  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states  on  the  subject  ol  slavery,  &c.  when  Mr.  Wise 
made  an  appeal,  as  a southern  man,  to  Mr.  Black 
not  to  discuss  the  matter  further. 

Mr.  Bynum  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  proceed,  and  that  the  subject  would  be  dis- 
cussed at  length,  if  possible.  The  south  was  suf- 
fering more  for  this  now  than  for  any  thing  else; 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  did  not  pioceed, 
he  (Mr.  Bynum)  should  claim  the  light  to  do  so.  It 
was  time  we  should  come  to  a settlement  of  accounts 
in  these  matters. 

Mr.  Black  again  proceeded. 

Several  points  of  order  w'ere  raised,  which  elicited 
some  desultory  discussion,  and  in  which  Messrs. 
Warren,  Rayner,  Bynum,  Morgan  and  Curtis  par- 
ticipated; but  no  action  was  taken  upon  them. 

And  Mr.  Black  again  proceeded,  (interrupted  for 
purposes  of  explanation  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Albert 
Smith  and  Rives). 

After  which,  Mr.  Wise  rose  and  called  the  gentle- 
man to  order,  on  the  ground  that  his  remarks  were 
out  of  order,  even  under  the  decision  made  by  the 
committee  this  morning. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  gentleman  was  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed. 

And  the  question  being  put,  the  decision  of  (lie 
chair  was  reversed  and  Mr.  Black  was  declared  to 
be  out  of  order. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Smith,  (objec- 
tion having  been  made  to  Mr.  Black’s  proceedings), 
leave  was  granted  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  proceed 
in  order. 

And  Mr.  B proceeded. 

Some  further  interruption  took  place;  after  which 
Mr.  Black  read,  for  the  especial  benefit  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings, the  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  verses  of  the 
gospel  of  the  holy  St.  Matthew.  Mr.  B.  then  pro- 
ceeded (o  read  from  the  Emancipator  newspaper. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  a point  of  order. 

The  chairman  decided  that  Mr.  Black  was  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Andrews  objected  to  the  gentleman’s  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr  .A.  Smith  moved  thatthe  gentleman  have  leave 
(o  proceed. 

Which  motion  prevailing,  Mr.  Black  proceeded  a 
few  moments,  when  he  closed  his  remarks. 

The  chairman  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Down- 
ing, of  Florida,  who,  after  depreciating  the  extraor- 
dinary character  of  the  discussion  which  hud  taken 
place  upon  a measure  the  sole  object  of  which  was 
to  give  peace  to  Florida,  proceeded  to  reply  to  that 
portion  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  Giddings  which 
contained  certain  charges  against  the  Floridians  in 
relation  to  (he  causes  of  this  war,  and  to  vindicale 
iiis  (Mr.  D’s)  constituents  therefrom.  This  he  did 
at  great  length — entering  minutely  into  details — and 
conleiiding  that  the  documents  which  had  been  read 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  came  some  of  them 
from  Indians,  some  of  them  from  slaves,  and  all  of 
them  from  partial  and  prejudiced  sources.  And  he 
denied  that  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  oh  a certain  subject  were  the  sentiments  of 
the  great  whig  party — or  of  that  party  in  the  state 
ol  Ohio.  He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  could 
not  have  permitted  this  subject  to  pass  at  this  time — 
believing,  as  he  did,  that  if  the  genius  of  Homer 
could  sleep  sometimes,  the  genius  of  fanaticism 
should  sometimes  also  be  permitted  to  slumber. 

Mr.  D believed  that  this  was  a glorious  moment 
to  terminate  the  war — iie  believed  it  might  be  ter- 
minated, if  the  money  was  voted  promptly  now;  but 
let  the  chance  pass,  it  would  never  return. 

Mr.  D.  having  concluded  about  5 o’clock  P.  M. 
the  committee  rose,  and  on  motion  the  house  ad- 
journed. 
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Of  Observations  made  on  the  21  st  and  22 d September  1840,  the  autumnal  Equinox;  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Academy,  Baltimore. 


HYGROMETER. 

CLOUDS.  ^ 

DATE. 

BAROMETER. 

Dry 

bulb. 

Wet 

bulb. 

Dew 

point. 

Dew-point. 

Barometer. 

Ther- 

mometer. 

Barom'r 

corrected. 

Philoso. 

society. 

U) 

d 2 

Quarter. 

Character. 

Character. 

From. 

xxi. 

A.  M.  7. 

29.920 

66°. 

29.941 

52°. 

49°. 

45°. 

45®.9 

46. 

N.  W. 

strong  breezes. 

none. 

8. 

.945 

65. 

.966 

50.5 

48.5 

44.5 

45.25 

46.6 

do. 

do. 

none. 

9 

.949 

62. 

.970 

58. 

4S.5 

39. 

37.8 

40.5 

do. 

do. 

Cirri:  cirrocuniuli. 

N.  W. 

10. 

.956 

62.5 

.977 

58.5 

49. 

41. 

33.7 

41. 

do. 

do. 

Cirrocumul.  cumuli. 

Slaty. 

11. 

.958 

62.5 

.979 

60.5 

49.5 

38. 

37.6 

40.5 

do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

N.  N.  W. 

M.  12. 

.968 

63.25 

.989 

60.5 

4S.5 

39.5 

35. 

33.9 

do.  i W. 

inc’g  do. 

Cirrus:  Cirrocum. 

N.N.W. 1 N. 

P.  M.  1. 

.970 

65. 

.991 

62. 

49  5 

36. 

36. 

39.5 

N.  W. 

do.  do. in  gusts 

do.  do. 

do.  " 

2. 

.973 

67. 

.999 

635 

51. 

36.5 

35.25 

40.9 

W.  N.  W. 

less’g  do. 

do.  do.  almost  cloudless. 

S.  W. 

3. 

.990 

68.5 

30.011 

62. 

49,5 

37. 

33. 

39.5 

do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

do. 

4. 

30.011 

68. 

.031 

61.5 

49.5 

35. 

36.5 

39  8 

do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do.  .do 

5. 

.030 

68. 

.050 

61. 

48.5 

34. 

34.4 

33.5 

do. 

do.  do. 

cloudless. 

6. 

.051 

67. 

.070 

58.5 

47.5 

36. 

34.7 

33  6 

almost  calm. 

- 

do. 

7. 

.087 

63. 

.106 

56.75 

47. 

36. 

35.3 

39. 

do. 

- 

do. 

8 

.104 

63.5 

.123 

53.75 

45.5 

35.5 

35.03 

33.5 

- 

- 

do. 

9 

.134 

63. 

.153 

53. 

46.5 

39.5 

3:3.6 

40.8 

- 

- 

do. 

10. 

.152 

61.25 

.170 

49.5 

46. 

3S. 

41.7 

42.7 

- 

breezing  up. 

- 

11. 

.173 

59. 

.191 

47. 

43. 

38. 

37.4 

39. 

N.  W. 

light. 

do. 

M.  12. 

.178 

57.25 

.196 

45.5 

42. 

38. 

36.9 

38.75 

do. 

do. 

do. 

xxii. 

do. 

do. 

A.  M.  1. 

.190 

55.75 

.208 

44. 

41. 

37. 

36.5 

38. 

do. 

2. 

.206 

54.25 

.221 

44. 

40. 

37. 

33.7 

37.25 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3. 

.212 

53. 

.230 

43. 

39.5 

38. 

33.9 

36.3 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4. 

.245 

52. 

.263 

41.5 

39. 

38. 

34.9 

36.6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

5. 

.256 

50. 

.273 

40.5 

38. 

37. 

33.75 

35.6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

6. 

.275 

50.5 

.292 

40.5 

37.5 

36. 

32.5 

34.75 

do. 

do. 

Cumulostrat.  on  the  horizon. 

1 almost 

7. 

.307 

50. 

.324 

44.25 

39.5 

35.5 

31.8 

35.2 

do. 

do. 

Stratus  do. 

i cloudless. 

8. 

.323 

50.5 

.340 

49. 

41.75 

34.5 

31. 

35.5 

N.  N.  W. 

fresh. 

cloudless. 

9. 

.345 

53  5 

.362 

50. 

42 

33.5 

30.4 

35.3 

do. 

do. 

do. 

10. 

.350 

56.25 

.366 

52. 

43.5 

36. 

32. 

36.4 

N.N.W.  i W. 

do. 

do. 

11. 

.346 

56.5 

.363 

57. 

46. 

36. 

32.4 

37. 

N.  W. 

light. 

light  flocculent  cirri. 

M.  12. 

.342 

53. 

.359 

55.5 

45. 

35. 

31.5 

36.5 

do. 

do. 

do. 

P.  M 1. 

.332 

60.5 

.349 

58. 

46. 

35. 

31. 

36.5 

N.  W.  i W. 

do. 

do. 

2. 

.323 

63. 

.340 

59.75 

47.5 

34. 

33.25 

37.75 

N.  W. 

do. 

do. 

3. 

.307 

64. 

.324 

60. 

47. 

33.5 

31.5 

36.8 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4. 

.310 

65. 

.327 

59.5 

47. 

33. 

32. 

37. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

5. 

.310 

65.5 

.327 

59.25 

47.25 

33. 

33.25 

37.7 

do. 

do. 

do. 

6. 

.303 

65.5 

.320 

57.5 

47.25 

36.5 

35  25 

38.8 

do. 

do. 

nearly  cloudless  do.  stratus. 

Mean. 

_ _ _ 

60.43 

29  7917 

53.59 

45.37 

36.79 

34.93 

38.41 

Max. 

xxi.  3 p.  m. 

68.5 

30  363 

xxii.  11 

a.  m. 

Minim. 

xxii.  7 a.  m. 

50. 

29.941 

xxi  7 a. 

m. 

TABLE  II. 

Containing  some  practical  deductions  from  the  Observations  of2\st  and  22 d September. 


DATE. 

Weight  of  a 
cubic  foot  of  dry 
Air  in  grains. 

DEW-POINT. 

Tension  of 
Vapor. 

Weight  of  a cu- 
bic foot  of  Va- 
por in  grains. 

Proportionate 

moisture. 

Affection 
of  weight 
by  vapor. 

Daniell. 

Formula  of 
Phil,  society. 

Formula  of 
Anderson. 

Formula  of 
Committee. 

Observed. 

xxi. 

inc. 

gr. 

A M.  7. 

528  57 

45°  9 

44°.25 

46°. 

45°. 

0.340 

3.84 

0.79 

531.60 

8. 

530.04 

45.25 

46.6 

44.5 

.334 

9. 

533.98 

37  8 

40.5 

39. 

.272 

10. 

532.85 

38  7 

41. 

41. 

.292 

11. 

532.89 

37.6 

40.5 

38. 

.264 

2.92 

0.46 

534.23 

12. 

532.28 

35. 

29°. 

38  9 

39  5 

.276 

P.  M.  1. 

530.48 

39°. 

36. 

39.5 

36. 

.248 

2. 

528.58 

35.25 

40.9 

36  5 

.252 

3 

527  27 

38. 

395 

37. 

.256 

2.83 

0.43 

529.80 

4 

528.12 

36  5 

39.8 

35. 

.240 

5. 

528  45 

34.4 

3S.5 

34. 

.232 

6. 

529.83 

34.7 

32°. 

33.6 

36. 

.248 

7. 

534  62 

35.3 

39. 

36. 

.248 

2.77 

0.49 

8. 

534  52 

35. 

38.5 

35  5 

.244 

9. 

533.47 

38.6 

40.8 

39.5 

.276 

10. 

537  60 

41.7 

42.7 

38. 

.264 

11. 

540.36 

37.4 

39. 

38. 

.264 

3. 

0.72 

542.52 

12. 

542.31 

36.9 

38.75 

38. 

.264 

xxii. 

A.  M.  1. 

544.15 

36.5 

38. 

37. 

.256 

• 

2. 

546.06 

33.7 

37.25 

37. 

.256 

3. 

547  54 

33.9 

36  3 

38. 

.264 

3.02 

0.83 

4. 

549.23 

34.9 

36.6 

38. 

.264 

5. 

551.62 

33  75 

35.6 

37. 

.256 

6. 

552.10 

32.5 

34.75 

36. 

.248 

7. 

552.55 

31  8 

35.2 

35.5 

.244 

2. SO 

0.73 

554  59 

8. 

552  98 

311 

35.5 

34.5 

.236 

9. 

549.38 

30.4 

35.3 

33.5 

.228 

10. 

546.45 

32- 

36.4 

36. 

.248 

11. 

546.13 

32  4 

37. 

36. 

.248 

2.77 

0.49 

12. 

544.44 

31.5 

36  5 

35. 

.240 

P.  M'.  1. 

541.58 

31. 

36.5 

35. 

.240 

2. 

538.77 

33  25 

37.75 

34. 

.232 

3. 

537.44 

31.5 

36.8 

33.5 

.228 

2.53 

0.41 

4. 

536.42 

32  1 

37. 

33. 

.224 

5. 

535.92 

33  25 

37.7 

33. 

.224 

6. 

535.79 

35.25 

3S.8 

36.5 

.252 

2.81 

0.49 

537  17 

Mean. 

34.93 

38.41 

36.79 
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Bailed.  It  is  stated  in  a Pittsburg  paper  of  last  Sa- 
turday. that  Dr.  Braddee,  the  principal  person  con- 
cerned in  the  extensive  mail  robberies,  has  been  dis- 
charged on  bail  by  judge  Irvine.  The  bail  given  vvas 
to  the  amount  of  §120,000,  Braddee  himself  becoming 
bound  in  $60,000,  and  twenty-two  of  Ins  neighbors 
ij-om  Uuiontown  in  a like  sum. 

Banks  The  premature  attempt  to  enforce  specie 
payments,  in  obedience  to  the  law,  has  resulted  in  pros- 
irating  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  4fh  inst. 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
reasons  which  are  assigned  in  their  publication  of  that 
date,  pee  suspension  of  specie  payments  under  na- 
tional affairs,  page  372),  were  under  the  necessity  of 
again  suspending  specie  payments.. 

The  officers  of  the  other  banks  of  that  city  held  a 
meeting  on  the  same  day,  and  resolved  to  continue 
payments — but  the  run  upon  them  all  during  the  suc- 
ceeding day  was  so  pressing,  that  they  found  it  neces- 
sary to  restrict  their  specie  payments  to  their  five,  and 
in  some  cases  ten  dollar  bills,  and  to  decline  cashing 
checks.  Bank  notes  are  at  5 per  cent,  discount. 

On  ascertaining  this  stale  of  affairs,  the  banks  in 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  immediately  suspended 
paymenls.  On  Monday  the  8 1 ii , the  banks  in  Maty- 
land  having  only  resumed  payments  the  Monday  pie 
vious,  again  suspended. 

The  banks  in  Philadelphia  receive  the  notes  of  each 
other,  excepting  those  of  the  United  States  bank— -and 
that  bank  declines  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  bank 
that  refuses  her  notes.  r , 

A deputation  front  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  has 
gone  on  to  Harrisburg  to  apprize  the  authorities  there, 
of  the  state  of  affairs. 

The  Franllin  bank  at  Baltimore.  According 
to  previous  notice,  the  stockholders  of  this  institution, 
met  in  general  meeting,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  its  affairs.  Dr.  McCulloch  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  William  Bose,  esq.  appointed  secretary. 
The  meeting  being  thus  organized,  James  Howard, 
esq.  president  of  the  bank,  rose  and  addressed  the 
meeting,  in  the  course  of  which  he  commented  with 
some  severity  upon  the  conduct  of  the  late  cashier, 
James  L.  Hawkins.  He  concluded  by  reading  a re- 
port of  a committee  of  three  directors,  recently  made 
to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank.  1 ins  com- 
mittee  consisted  of  T homas  Sewell,  James  L.  Riugely 
and  James  Howard,  who  went  on  to  state  that  they  had 
examined  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  reported  the  as- 
ge;o  to  be  $745,549;  the  liabilities,  $418,975— showing 
a surplus  of  $326,674  lopay  to  the  stockholders.  Tins, 
the  committee  contend,  proves  the  value  of  the  slock  to  be 
S131  per  share.  They  further  say;  that  the  total  value 
of  unclaimed  dividends,  interest  and  unclaimed  depo- 
ses now  in  the  bank,  together  with  the  probable  loss 
of  circulation  amount,  to  $73,942;  of  which  they  pre- 
sume $35  003,  at  least,  will  enter  into  the  furlher  acuve 
assets  of  the  bank— increasing  ihe  surplus  to  divide 
amongst  the  stockholders  to  $361,574;  showing  a loss 
on  the  stock  of  $241,495  82— in  other  words,  making 
the  siuck  worth  $15  per  share.  [Sun. 

Trade  of  Baltimore.  Lyford’s  Commercial  Jour- 
nal of  Saturday,  contains  some  interesting  statistics  of 
the  trade  and  business  of  Baltimore.  In  the  table 
showing  the  tobacco  trade  of  Maryland,  we  find  that 
377  727  hhds.  of  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  tins  state, 
have  been  inspected  in  Baltimore  from  the  year  1825 
to  1840  inclusive;  these  tobaccos  have  been  sold  by 
the  planters  at  various  prices,  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  article,  ranging  from  fifty  to  one  hu  id  red  dol- 
lars per  hhd.;  forming  a total  aggregate,  within  the 
grioS  of  fifteen  years!  of  from  IS  to  37,000,000  dol- 
lars! or  averaging  from  between  one  and  two,  to  over 
two  millions  of  dollars  a year! 

It  is  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  exports  of  tobac- 
co from  the  United  States  to  Europe,  that  the  number 
of  hhds.  in  1540,  exceeded  the  number  exported  in 
1839  by  nearly  40,000;  and  as  large  as  the  stocks  on 
hand  appear  at  the  close,  yet  the  average  in  Europe 
was  less,  by  upwards  of  13,000  hhds.  than  for  ten  pre- 
ceding years.  The  total  expotls  of  tobacco  for  the 
quarter  ending  on  the  31st  of  December,  was  13,055 
hhds.  valued  at  $632,020  d he  exports  of  flour  for 
the  same  time,  was  90,57o  bb's.  valued  at  $461,319. 
The  export  of  wheat  33,134  bushels,  valued  at  $41,121. 
The  value  of  the  export  of  provisions,  including  pork, 
lard,  bacon,  butter,  cheese,  fish,  corn  meal,  &c.  &c. 
$1,497,760. 

Brazil  teas.  A number  of  planters  of  Brazil, 
have  commenced  the  cultivation  of  tea  the  quality, 
so  Car  as  forwarded  to  London,  is  said  to  be  equal  to 
the’  best  China  teas— the  latter  being  cheaper  than  the 
former,  as  at  present  manufactured. 

Compliment.  The  members  of  the  U.  S.  navy 
club,  of  N-  York,  have  elected  lieut.  Fayrer,  R.  N. 
ex-captain  of  the  steamer  President,  an  honorary  mem- 
ber, a distinction  that  has  never  before  been  conferred 
on ’a  foreigner,  and  but  rarely  on  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  standing  in  the  United  States. 

The  convent  case.  The  committee  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature,  appointed  to  consider  on  the  repi  rt 
of  .1.  G.  Whittierand  offers,  in  relation  to  the  burning 
of  the  Ursuline  convent,  reported  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  legislate  thereon.  They  also  presented  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  terminating  with 
resolves  in  favor  of  remunerating  the  proprietors  of 
the  convent  for  its  destruction  in  August,  1834. 


Cotton,  at  the  last  dates  from  Europe,  fully  main- 
tained the  previous  prices.  In  consequence  of  the  late 
advices  prices  at  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  &c.  had  ad- 
vanced | cent  per  pound;  fair  is  quoted  at  10|,  and  9J 
at  Columbus. 

Deaths — during  the  last  week  in  Baltimore  52,  of 
which  19  were  under  1 year  old,  15  were  free  colored 
and  3 slaves. 

Emigrants.  Since  the  15th  of  March,  upwards  of 
56,000  loreign  passengers  have  arrived  at  the  port  of 
New  York — among  whom  were  no  less  than  125 
cases  of  small  pox,  and  144  of  ship  fever. 

Exchange.  New  York,  February  8th,  bills  on  Lon- 
don 8j;  on  France  5f.  27’;  on  Boston  par;  on  Philadel- 
phia 4a5;  Baltimore  2a2j;  Richmond  4ja5;  Raleigh  2j; 
Charleston  3;  Augusta  7;  Columbia  6j;  Savannah  4a4|; 
Mobile  7a8;  New  Orleans  4ga5;  St.  Louis  6j;  Louis- 
ville 6;  Cincinnati  5|;  Nashville  8. 


The  Glentvorth  case.  On  Tuesda_y  in  the  court 
of  sessions,  Mr.  O'Connor,  counsel  for  James  B.  Glen- 
worth,  came  into  court  with  copies  of  the  seven  indict- 
ments against  his  client,  and  gave  notice  of  a motion 
to  demur  to  the  indictments:  for  the  reason,  as  he  stated, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  them  indictable  by  the  laws 
of  this  state.  No  definite  day  was  fixed  by  the  court 
for  the  argument  of  the  demurer,  but  the  district  attor- 
ney, it  was  understood  was  to  give  notice  of  the  day  to 
Mr.  O’Connor.  [iV.  Y.  Star. 

Important  invention.  Mr.  Hullmandel,  who  has 
already  done  much  to  improve  lithography,  has  invent- 
ed a new  mode  of  producing  pictorial  effects  on  litho- 
graphic stone,  by  tints,  washed  with  a brush,  which 
yield  impressions  so  perfectly  resembling  the  original 
sketch  that  the  difference  is  not  discernible. 

Iron  war  steamers.  T wo  iron  steamers  were  built 
etriy  in  the  present  year,  by  Mr.  John  J .aird,  of  North 
Birkenhead.  They  were  named  the  Nemesis  and  the 
Phlegethan.  They  were  completely  equipped  for  the 
purpose  of  war,  each  carried  two  32  pounders  on  swi- 
vels. Every  person  who  saw  the  vessels  and  their 
equipment  supposed  they  were  destined  for  the  Indian 
seas,  no  body  suspected,  however,  except  the  parties 
in  the  secret,  that  they  were  built  for  the  government, 
and  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  forming  part  of  the 
Chinese  expedition,  their  light  draught  of  water  admi- 
rably adapting  them  for  ascending  rivers.  The  fact  of 
both  belonging  to  the  government  was  made  generally 
known  by  the  overland  mail.  The  Nemesis  had  reach- 
ed the  Indian  seas,  and  the  Phlegethon  was  expected  to 
arrive  there  in  a few  weeks.  Long  before  now  they 
have  joined  the  Chinese  expedition,  to  which  they 
would  be  a great  acquisition  of  strength.. 

[English  paper. 

The  Lockfort  disturbance.  The  Rochester  N.  Y. 
Democrat  of  Saturday,  contains  the  annexed  letter, 
which,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  confirms  the  report  of  a 
popular  out-brake  at  Lockport  on  the  occasion  of 
McLeod’s  being  admitted  to  bail.  The  letter  itself 
smacks  strongly  of  the  spirit  of  riot  and  mob  violence. 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat. 

McLeod  bailed — papular  commotion  at  Lockport! — A 
gentleman  of  this  city  has  just  received  the  following 
letter  from  his  friend,  a respectable  gentleman  of  Lock- 
port,  which  he  has  obligingly  permitted  us  to  copy. — 
What  the  results  may  be,  can  only  be  conjectured. 

Lockport , Thursday,  12  o'clock  night. 

I have  just  returned  from  the  court  house  and  jail, 
where  there  are,  or  were  a short  time  since,  assembled 
250  or  300  citizens,  who  say  McLeod  shall  not  be  libe- 
rated, although  judge  Bowen  admitted  him  to  bail  this 
afternoon,  and  capt.  Win.  Buel  has  became  bail. 

The  judge  gave  the  order  to  his  (McLeod’s)  attor- 
ney about  7 this  evening,  and  in  40  minutes  200  men 
were  in  and  about  the  court  house  and  jail. 

A meeting  was  organized  in  the  court  room,  while 
40  or  50  guarded  the  door  below,  some  with  muskets; 
while  the  drums  and  bugles  out  side  must  have  made 
McLeod  feel  gloomy.  He  was  not  allowed  to  see  the 
sheriff  or  any  one  else. 

A committee  vras  appointed  to  see  judge  Bowen  and 
ask  him  to  surrender  him,  or  rattier  withdraw  his  name 
from  the  bond.  The  committee  had  not  returned 
when  I left.  I fear  it  will  be  much  against  him  if  he 
does  not  do  so. 

A messenger  has  gone  to  Buffalo,  that  the  owner  of 
the  Caroline  may  be  here  to  prosecute  for  private  da- 
mages, &c.  &c.  should  the  authorities  insist  on  his  li- 
beration. The  excitement  is  very  great.  Brotherton 
signed  the  bail  bond  with  Buel. 

Most  of  our  best  citizens  are  indignant  at  judge 
Bowen  for  admitting  him  to  bail,  and  also  at  the  bail. 
It  they  let  him  go,  I mistake  the  men  I left  at  the  court 
house. 

Half  past  12. — I am  going  to  the  jail  again. 

Two  o'clock — morning. — 1 found  judge  Bowen  ad- 
dressing the  meeting,  and  attempting  to  exonerate 
himself.  Buel  did  not  arrive,  but  I understand  he  will 
surrender  him  in  the  morning,  to  which  time  the  meet- 
ing adjourned,  although  many  will  remain  at  the  jail 
till  morning. 

The  cannon  was  brought  in  the  front  of  the  court 
house  about  12  o’clock,  and  commenced  firing,  and 
made  the  glass  fly  in  the  couit  house,  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  patriots , I will  assure  you.  What  must 
have  been  McLeod’s  feelings,  not  knowing  what  was 
going  on  during  the  seven  hours  the  court  house  was 
full?  I must  say  he  was  much  to  lie  pitied  if  innocent. 


Mississippi.  Most  gloomy  indeed,  do  the  official  re- 
cords of  this  state  present  its  pecuniary  condition.  For 
several  years  the  annua!  expenditures  of  the  state  have 
exceeded  its  receipts.  For  the  last  twelve  months  the 
receipts  were  8161,000,  and  the  expenses  8491,000,  or 
nearly  three  to  one.  During  the  year,  the  treasurer  was 
compelled  to  fail  in  the  payment  of  a large  amount  ol 
auditor’s  orders. 

In  the  s'atement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks,  it 
seems  that  the  greater  part  have  failed  altogether.  Of 
the  Mississippi  Union  bank,  founded  on  the  bonds  of 
the  state,  a most  melancholy  account  is  given.  The 
capital,  was,  we  believe,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Of 
the  assets  eight  millions  of  dollars  are  returned,  as  “una- 
vailable resources,”  and  is  of  course,  lost.  This  comes 
almost  entirely  from  the  miserable  plan  of  advancing  on 
cotton ; on  most  of  which,  the  bank  lost  thirty  dollars 
per  bale. 

Rail  roads.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  rail  road  in  England  in  1830,  upwards 
of  1,100  miles  of  rail  road  has  been  put  into  operation 
and  nearly  the  same  length  is  now  in  progress.  The 
total  capital  invested  therein  amounts  to  three  hundred 
millions  of  dollars. 

Railway  travelling.  The  facilities  afforded  by 
railways  is  well  illustrated  by  the  fact,  that  the  dis- 
tance between  London  and  York  is  traversed  in  two 
hours  less  time  than  between  London  and  Lincoln, 
although  York  is  seventy  miles  farther  from  London 
than  Lincoln  is! 

It  would  require  twelve  stage  coaches,  carrying  fif- 
teen passengers  each,  and  one  thousand  two  hundred 
horses,  to  take  one  hundred  and  eighty  passengers  two 
hundred  and  forty  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour.  One  locomotive  steam 
engine  will  take  that  number,  and  go  double  the  dis- 
tance in  the  same  time,  and,  consequently,  will  do  the 
work  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  horses! 

In  reference  to  this  subject  the  Philadelphia  Gazette 
has  the  following  remarks: 

York  and  Cumberland  rail  road.  This  rail  road,  for 
whose  construction  a bill  is  now  pending  in  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  ot  Pennsylvania,  is  intended 
to  connect  Baltimore  with  the  Pennsylvania  improve- 
ments, at  or  near  the  borough  of  Harrisburg. 

By  it,  the  rail  road  communication  will  be  twenty  six 
miles  less  to  Baltimore  from  Harrisburg,  than  it  is  from 
Harrisburg  to  Philadelphia.  The  distance  between 
the  first  two  named  places  being  eighty-three  miles, 
while  that  from  Philadelphia  to  Harrisburg  is  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  miles.  Much  mischief  has  already 
been  done  to  the  business  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  Tide 
Water  canal  to  Havre  de  Grace,  which  in  its  first  sea- 
son has  diverted  an  amount  of  produce  from  transpor- 
tation over  the  Columbia  railway,  that  would  have 
yielded  to  the  commonwealth,  in  lolls,  more  than 
$100,000.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  produce  has  been 
lost  to  this  city.  So  much  for  the  loss  of  th e summer 
business! 

Make  this  rail  road  communication  to  Baltimore, 
and  the  whole  winter  business  will  go  to  glut  the  Balti- 
more markets,  draining  the  Cumberland  valley  and 
the  adjoining  region,  of  all  their  rich  productions, 
which  at  this  season,  nOw  find  their  way  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Specie.  A large  amount  of  specie  has  been  trans- 
fered  from  New  York  to  Piiiladeiphia,  to  buy  up  the 
depreciated  United  States  bank  notes  with.  The  Phi- 
ladelphia Ledger  of  the  8th  inst.  states  that  "there -is 
now  supposed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  more  specie  by  ten 
times  than  there  was  this  tliime  last  week,  and  this 
amount  will  be  daily  augmented  while  there  is  a note 
of  the  United  States  bank  at  a depreciation  unre- 
deemed. 

Stocks.  There  has  been  a perfect  panic  in  the 
stock  market,  of  course,  in  nonsequence  of  the  banks 
again  suspending  payments  of  specie.  United  States 
bank  stock  fell  with  a crash.  It  declined  in  New  York 
within  a few  days  before  the  suspension,  from  521  to 
46,  on  ascertaining  the  suspension  it  sunk  to  35,  and  oil 
the  8:h  instant,  went  down  to  25.,264.  A severe  de- 
pression was  experienced  that  day  in  all  kinds  of  stock. 
Slate  5’s  sold  at  80 — Delaware  and  Hudson  fill  2| 
per  cent.;  Canton  4;  N.  American  Trust  3,  &c.  Yhck.  - 
burg  sold  at  8. 


Simultaneous  temperance  meetings.  The  fourth 
Tuesday  of  February,  is  the  day  appointed  for  simulta- 
neous temperance  meetings  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  when  the  friends  of  temperance,  without  regard 
to  religious  sects,  or  political  parties:,  or  conditions  of 
life,  assemble  together  in  their  different  towns,  or  dis- 
tricts, and  celebrate  the  triumphs,  and  seek  to  extend 
the  blessings  of  the  temperance  reform.  [Boston  Jour. 

Temperance.  The  legislature  of  Connecticut  has  by 
law  referred  the  subject  of  retailing  spirituous  liquors  to 
the  discretion  of  towns — the  mat  er  to  be  determined 
in  town  meetings. 

Upwards  of  309  persons  took  the  total  abstinence 
pledge  at  West  Troy,  on  Sunday  week. 

Tin  ore.  Gov.  Page’s  message  to  the  N.  H.  legis- 
latme  announces  the  discovery  of  tin  ore,  in  Coos  co. 
at  the  foot  of  the  White  Hills,  so  pure  as  to  yield  30  or 
40  per  cent,  of  pure  washed  ore — one  of  the  good  re- 
sults of  a geological  survey  of  the  state  and  more  im- 
portant, as  the  same  kind  of  ore  has  not  been  found  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  of  sufficient  value  to  pay  for 
the  working. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  fresidf.nt,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  J.  J.  Edmon- 
son, to  be  register  of  the  land  office  at  Pontotoc, 
Miss,  vice  Robert  Tenniti,  whose  commission  will 
expire  March  2,  1841. 

John  S.  Horner,  reappointed  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Green  Bay,  Wiskonsin  territory,  from 
March  1,  1841,  when  his  present  commission  will 
expire. 

William  Dowsin,  reappointed  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Columbus,  Miss,  from  March  2,  1841,  when 
his  present  commission  will  expire. 

President  and  vice  president  elect.  The 
proceedings  of  congress  in  counting  the  votes  and 
declaring  the  result  of  the  late  election  for  the  two 
chief  executive  officers  of  the  union,  will  be  found 
in  this  number,  in  the  congressional  proceedings, 
page  895. 

The  new  cabinet.  The  National  Intelligencer 
of  the  13th  inst.  contains  the  following  announce- 
ment, which  may  he  considered  official,  of  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet  under  the  ap- 
proaching administration. 

‘■It  is  of  necessity  that  the  president  elect  should, 
some  days  before  be  enters  upon  the  duties  of  bis 
high  office,  make  selections  of  persons  to  fill  the 
chief  executive  departments  of  government.  From 
information  which  we  presume  may  be  relied  on, 
we  have  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to  inform  onr 
readers  that,  in  all  piobability,  the  cabinet  of  the  new 
president,  so  far  as  depends  upon  him,  will  be  thus 
composed: 

Secretary  of  slate — Daniel  Webster,  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury — Thomas  Ewing,  of  the 
state  of  Ohio. 

Secretary  of  war — John  Bell,  of  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Secretary  of  the  navy — George  E.  Badger,  of  the 
state  of  North  Carolina. 

Postmaster  general—  Francis  Granger,  of  the  state 
of  New  York. 

attorney  general — J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky. 

We  anticipate  the  warm  approbation  of  a great 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  tiiese 
selections,  ami  of  the  aggregate  result.  In  some 
cases,  doubtless,  choice  has  been  difficult,  where 
many  were  thought  worthy;  but  out  of  the  abun- 
dant materials  before  him,  it  cannot  b>  denied  that 
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the  president  will  have  formed  a cabinet  remarka- 
bly strong  in  talent,  character  and  the  possession  of 
ttie  public  confidence. 

It  is  an  old  observation  that  the  head  of  a go- 
vernment usually  shows  how  much  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion he  possesses  by  the  choice  ot  ministers  and 
agents.  Tried  by  this  received  standard,  the  new 
elected  president  has,  in  this  first  act  of  his  official 
duties,  well  justified  that  great  measure  of  favor 
which  he  has  received  from  the  people.” 

The  new  senate.  In  conformify  to  usage, 
tile  senate  of  the  United  States  has  been  summoned 
by  the  present  executive,  to  meet  at  the  capitol  on 
the  4th  of  March  next,  for  the  transaction  of  such 
business  connected  with  the  commencement  of  a 
new  administration,  as  may  be  brought  before 
them. 

The  new  senate  will  have  a decided  majority  in 
favor  of  the  new  administration.  But  it  will  be 
important  that  all  should  be  present.  We  annex  a 
list  of  the  members  elect  whose  terms  commence 
on  the  4th  of  March,  or  who  hold  over  from  previ- 
ous years,  with  a statement  of  the  time  when  their 
various  terms  expire.  Those  names  in  italics  are 
friends  of  general  Harrison: 


Maine. 

Ruel  Williams.  1843 

George  Evans.  1847 

New  Hampshire. 
Franklin  Pierce.  1843 

Levi  Woodbury.  1347 

Vermont. 

Samuel  Prentiss.  1343 

Samuel  Phelps.  1845 

Massachusetts. 
Daniel  Webster.  1845 

Isaac  C.  Bales.  1847 

Rhode  Island. 
Nathan  b\  Dixon.  1845 

James  F.  Simmons.  1847 

Connecticut. 

Perry  Smith.  1843 

J.  W.  Huntington.  1845 

New  York. 

Silas  Wright.  1843 

N.  P.  Tatlmadge.  1845 

New  Jersey. 

Samuel  L.  Southard.  1845 

Vacancy.  1847 

Pennsylvania. 
James  Buchanan.  1843 

Daniel  W.  Sturgeon.  1845 

Delaware. 

R.  H.  Bayard.  1845 

Thomas  Clayton.  1847 

Maryland. 

John  L.  Kerr.  1848 

Wm.  D.  Merrick.  1345 

Virginia. 

William,  C.  Rives.  1845 

Vacancy.  1847 

North  Carolina. 
William  A.  Graham.  1343 


South  Carolina. 

Win.  C.  Preston.  1843 

John  C.  Calhoun.  1847 
Georgia. 

Alfred  Cutlibert 
John  M.  Berrien. 

Alabama. 
Clement  C.  Clay. 

William  R.  King. 

Mississippi. 

John  Henderson. 

Robeit  J.  Walker. 

Louisiana. 
Alexander  Mouion. 
Alexander  Barrow. 

Tennessee. 

A.  O.  P.  Nicholson. 
Vacancy. 

Kentucky. 

Henry  Clay. 

John  J.  Crittenden. 

Ohio. 

William  Allen. 

Benjamin  Tappan. 

Indiana. 

Oliver  II.  Smith. 

Albert  S.  While. 

Illinois. 

Richard  M.  Young.  1S43 
Samuel  McRoberts.  1847 
Missouri. 

Lewis  F.  Linn. 

Thomas  II.  Benton. 

Arkansas. 
Ambrose  II.  Sevier. 
William  S.  Fulton. 

Michigan. 
Augustus  S.  Porter.  1345 
Wm.  Woodbridge.  1S47 


1843 

1847 

1843 

1847 

1845 

1847 

1843 

1347 

1S45 

1847 

1843 

1347 

1843 

1345 

1343 

1845 


1343 

1345 

1845 

1347 


Willie  P.  Mangum.  184' 

Of  the  49  senators  elected,  27  are  the  friends  of 
the  new  administration,  and  22  are  supposed  to  be 
opposed  to  it.  The  3 vacancies  will  mostly,  per- 
haps all,  be  filled  by  friends  of  the  coining  adminis- 
trate n. 

Foreign  relations.  The  report  made  to  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  13ih  inst.  by  Mr. 
Pickens , chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, in  respect  to  the  case  of  McLeod,  and  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Fox,  the  Biitish  mi- 
nister, and  Mr.  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state,  Avill  be 
found  in  the  congressional  proceedings,  page  398. 

In  relation  to  this  report  the  National  Intelligencer 
observes — 

“We  have  no  need  to  direct  the  reader’s  attention 
to  the  proceeding?  in  the  house  of  representatives 
on  Saturday,  and  especially  to  the  report  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  the  subject  ol  which 
will  ensure  to  it  and  to  the  debate  which  arose  upon 
it  an  eager  perusal. 

“Rarely  within  our  experience  has  a more  ex- 
traordinary report  emanated  from  a committee  of 
chngress;  and  never  certainly  has  a document  found 


its  way  into  either  branch  of  the  national  legislature 
under  more  singular  circumstances. 

“Of  the  report  itself  we  shall,  for  the  present, 
leave  our  readers  to  judge  for  themselves,  both  as  to 
its  force  of  argument,  its  felicity  of  illustration,  and 
the  fitness  of  its  tone  to  the  gravity  of  the  theme. 
It  will  be  for  them,  especially,  to  reconcile,  if  they 
can,  its  studied  arraignment  of  British  policy,  in 
matters  which  do  not  concern  the  United  Stales,  with 
the  principle  of  non-intervention  as  regards  the  con- 
cerns of  other  nations,  heretofore  avowed  and  prac- 
tised upon  as  a cardinal  point  in  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  United  States. 

“With  regard  to  the  weight  due  to  this  report,  as 
an  indication  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  or  of  the 
legislative  body  in  which  it  originates,  it  ought  to 
he  remarked,  that  it  has  the  sanction  of  a bare  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  for 
that  reason  alone  ought  never  to  have  been  made; 
that  it  has  received  no  sanction  from  the  house  of 
representatives;  and  that,  contrary  to  usage  in  ordi- 
nary cases,  a large  number  of  the  members  of  that 
house  testified  their  utter  repugnance  to  its  general 
character  by  voting  against  the  printing  of  it.” 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  refers  to  various  move- 
ments on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  lately,  and  says: 
“But  there  are  other  movements  and  indications  that 
deserve  notice  iri  connexion  with  this  subject.  We 
allude  to  the  recent  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  Texas,  made,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  anti-slave- 
ry spirit  of  Great  Britain — but,  as  is  avowed  in  some 
of  the  London  journals,  with  a deeper  molive,  and 
the  policy  having  in  view  at  no  distant  period,  se- 
rious collision  with  the  great  American  republic. 
We  are  told,  moreover,  that  some  kind  of  treaty  was 
not  long  since  negotiated  between  Great  Britain 
and  Hayti. 

“These  circumstances  are  surely  of  much  im- 
portance, and  in  addition  to  the  fact3  already  enu- 
merated with  regard  to  the  improvement  in  the  ar- 
maments of  war,  and  the  extraordinary  facilities 
and  power  of  war  steamers — the  latter  rendering 
the  distance  between  the  old  world  and  the  new 
within  the  limits  of  a fortnight,  are  calculated  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  every  intelligent  observer, 
and  should,  in  our  view,  excite  a vigilent  and  most 
active  spirit  of  defence  on  the  part  of  our  govern- 
ment. We  repeat,  that  while  we  have  serious 
cause  of  difficulty  with  Great  Britain — cause  which 
in  the  view  of  our  best  informed  statesmen,  may 
lead  to  col'ision — that  power  is  armed  to  the  teeth, 
and  ready  to  strike  a dreadful  blow  at  a few  hours 
warning,  while  our  own  country  is  as  yet  in  any 
other  condition  rather  than  one  of  proper  prepa- 
ration. Again,  therefore,  we  abjure  those  in  au- 
thority, that  while  pursuing  every  honorable  mode 
to  avoid  war,  also  to  take  the  necessary  means  to 
defend  the  country,  and  strike  home  against  her 
opponents,  in  the  event  of  such  a terrible  calamity.” 

Attempt  to  bail  McLeod.  The  correspondent 
of  the  Albany  Argus,  under  date  of  Loekport,  Jan. 
28,  says — Gentlemen-.  McLeod  was  yesterday  ad- 
mitted to  bail  by  one  of  our  judges,  before  whom 
his  last  examination  was  held,  and  by  whom  he 
was  committed.  Some  excitement  among  our  citi- 
zens was  the  consequence.  A meeting  was  held 
at  the  court  house  last  morning,  which  was  adjourn- 
ed over  until  this  evening.  Two  of  our  citizens  had 
become  McLeod’s  securities,  after  having  been  in- 
demnified to  the  amount  of  the  bail,  $-5,000.  A very 
large  majority  of  those  who  composed  the  meeting 
to-day,  disapproved  of  the  proceeding  of  admitting 
him  to  bail,  and  a disposition  was  manifested  to 
strongly  censure  those  who  had  suffered  theirnames 
to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

One  of  the  bondsmen  came  before  the  meeting 
upon  invitation  conveyed  to  him  by  a committee  of 
the  meeting,  and  made  a frank  and  satisfactory 
statement  of  the  motives  which  had  actuated  him, 
at  the  same  time  expressing  his  willingness  to  with- 
draw from  the  position  he  had  assumed,  after  the 
demonstration  he  had  witnessed  of  popular  feeling 
upon  the  subject.  It  is  due  to  this  gentleman  to 
add,  that  in  this  step  he  was  evidently  not  intimi- 
dated by  any  apprehensions  of  personal  consequen- 
ces, hut  it  rather  seemed  on  his  part  a concession 
of  what  he  considered  due  to  public  sentiment. — 
McLeod  was  yet  in  custody,  tile  legal  process  not 
having  yet  been  served  upon  the  sheriff.  The  fro- 
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ceeding  of  admitting  to  bail  so  far  as  it  had  gone, 
was  rescinded. 

While  the  meeting  was  in  session,  a process  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  against  McLeod, 
requiring  bale  to  the  amount  of  $7,000.  It  is  the 
commencement  of  a suit  brought  by  Mr.  Wells,  the 
owner  of  the  Caroline,  lor  private  damages.  So 
that  the  amount  of  bail  now  required  to  give  him 
his  liberty,  would  be  $12,000. 

The  district  attorney  has  subpcenaed  witnesses  to 
appear  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  sessions  to  be 
held  the  second  week  of  next  month.  If  an  indict- 
ment is  procured,  he  will  probably  be  tried  at  the 
circuit  in  March. 

I have  been  thus  particular  in  advising  you  of 
what  has  transpired  here,  as  exaggerated  or  erro- 
neous accounts  will  undoutedly  go  out  upon  a sub- 
ject with  which  the  public  mind  is  much  absorbed. 
It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  considerable  public  ex- 
citement exists  with  us,  heightened  by  the  position 
assumed  by  the  British  minister  in  relation  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Caroline — yet  not  so  much  as  to 
preclude  a fair  trial  of  McLeod,  if  he  should  be 
indicted.  The  attempt  to  bail  him  so  near  the  pe- 
riod of  his  trial,  has  created  a strong  impression  in 
the  public  mind  that  the  object  is  to  allow  him  to 
escape;  and  that  the  British  authorities  have  a hand 
in  the  matter,  was  made  apparent  by  the  fact,  that 
a colonial  bond  or  post  note,  bearing  official  signa- 
tures, was  first  offered  to  the  amount  of  the  required 
bail. 

Public  debt.  The  following  is  the  estimate  of 
Mr.  Barnard  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
probable  amount  of  public  debt  and  liabilities  grow- 
ing out  of  past  transactions,  for  which  the  coming- 
administration  wili  have  to  provide — being  over  and 
above  all  current  expenditures: 

Treasury  notes  outstanding,  with  inte- 
rest on  them,  including  such  as  may 
be  issued  before  the  4th  of  March,  un- 
der the  act  of  1840  $5,250,000 

Old  funded  and  certificate  debt,  (proba- 
bly) 100,000 

Debts  of  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia assumed  by  the  government, 
with  interest  1,750,000 

Amounts  required  to  be  invested  for  In- 
dians and  Indian  tribes  2,530,000 

Principal  sums  payable  to  Indians  or  In- 
dian tribes  1,000,000 

Annuities  to  same  $500,000  per  year,  4 

years  2,000,000 

Amount  required  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficit in  the  navy  pension  fund  1,200,000 

Charges  which  will  fall  on  the  treasury 
in  1841  on  account  of  liabilities  incur- 
red under  appropriations  made  in  1840 
and  previous  years — the  money  hav- 
ing been  earned,  but  not  called  for; 
taking  the  excess  of  such  charges  over 
what  will  be  chargeable  on  the  trea- 
sury in  1842,  in  the  like  accounts, un- 
der appropriations  of  1841  and  previ- 
ous years  2.000,000 

Claims  on  account  of  Indian  affairs  and 
relations,  8tc.  allowed  or  to  be  allowed 
in  the  departments,  or  by  accounting 
officers  2,000,000 

Claims  growing  out  of  Florida  war,  &c. 

presented  to  congress  3,000,000 

Due  on  account  of  trust  funds  (other 

than  Indian)  500,000 

Fourth  instalment,  under  the  deposite 

act  of  1836  9,000,000 

Claims  on  account  of  French  spoliations 
on  commerce  5,000,000 

To  which  is  to  be  added  a sum  necessary 
to  provide  a suitable  average  balance 
in  the  treasury  5,000,000 


Making  in  all  $40,380,000 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac  was  at  Montevideo, 
Dec.  7,  and  the  sloop  of  war  Decatur,  capt.  Ogden, 
w7as  at  Buenos  Ayres,  Dec.  5th. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Enterprize  sailed  ori  the  14th 
nit.  for  the  river  La  Plate.  Passengers:  Miss 
Hunter;  also  the  U.  States  navy  store  keeper  at 
Rio;  the  former  on  account  of  her  health,  which 
has,  for  some  time  past  been  very  delicate.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  our  charge.  f Norfolk  Beacon 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  states  that  the  official  order 
has  been  received  to  carry  the  U.  S.  ship  of  the 
line  Delaware  up  to  the  navy  yard,  preparatory  to 
equipping  her  for  sea.  It  is  said  that  her  destina- 
tion is  for  the  Mediterranean,  to  relieve  the  Ohio, 
the  time  of  whose  cruise  will  be  out  in  the  summer. 

Arrival  of  the  exploring  expedition  at  the  Sand- 
wich islands.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 


merce, by  way  of  Mazatlan,  (Mexico),  has  receiv- 
ed the  Polyneisan,  published  at  Honolulu,  Sand- 
wich islands,  24th  Oct.  being  two  months  later 
than  our  previous  advices,  and  containing  accounts 
of  the  arrival  there  and  interesting  paiticulars  rela- 
tive to  the  American  exploring  expedition. 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  the  Vincennes,  dated 
Honolulu,  Oct.  23d,  says:  “We  are  remaining  out 
another  year  between  this  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  so  do  not  look  for  us  until  May,  1342.  The 
Lausanne  will  sail  for  New  York  in  two  weeks.” 
Honolulu,  Sept.  26.  The  United  States  schooner 
Flying  Fish,  G.  Sinclair  commander,  arrived  on 
Saturday  last  35  days  from  Fijii  islands,  among 
which  the  exploring  squadron  have  been  cruising 
for  the  last  three  months.  The  remainder  of  the 
squadron  sailed  four  days  before  her  lor  this  place, 
and  may  be  hourly  expected. 

Honolulu,  Oct.  3.  After  six  months  of  continu- 
ed expectation,  the  exploring  squadron  has  reached 
our  shores.  Many  of  us  have  looked  with  more 
than  ordinary  interest  to  the  period  of  their  arrival, 
as  one  which  would  bring  to  our  homes,  valued 
friends,  relatives  and  acquaintance,  whom  to  meet 
again  in  this  far  distant  spot  from  our  common 
country,  would  give  a pleasure,  such  as  those  alone 
can  feel,  who  have  experienced  similar  reunions. 
To  them,  also,  it  must  have  been  an  event  of  equal 
interest.  The  long  expected  news  from  home,  tid- 
ings of  parents,  wives,  children  and  friends,  for 
weal  or  woe,  the  hopes  or  fears  which  were  here  to 
be  realized,  the  enjoyments  ol  rest  and  society,  all 
contributed  to  render  this  place  the  haven  of  much 
cherished  desire.  Our  best  wishes  attend  them, 
and  may  their  visit  be  one  of  unmingled  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  brilliant  success  which  has  already  crowned 
the  labors  of  the  U.  States  exploring  squadron, 
must  prove  a source  of  true  joy  and  pride  to  every 
American,  and  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon  the 
untiring  zeal  and  perseverance  of  those  engaged  in 
the  enterprise.  No  better  refutation  of  the  many 
slanders,  which  have  been  so  freely  circulated  at 
home  in  regard  to  the  expedition,  could  be  present- 
ed than  the  results  of  the  past  year.  That  an  en- 
terprise so  great  in  itself,  so  limited  in  lime,  and 
embracing  the  globe  for  its  field  of  labor,  could  be 
perfect  in  all  its  details,  or  that  it  will  leave  nothing 
(or  future  explorers  to  do,  can  only  be  expected  by 
those  whose  ignorance  of  the  subject  can  be  their 
sole  apology.  The  experience  acquired  by  this 
one,  will  afford  just  reason  for  greater  expectations 
of  others,  should  any  hereafter  be  sent  forth  upon 
the  same  mission.  But  sufficient  has  already  been 
accomplished  to  vindicate  its  honor,  and  to  prove 
its  usefulness. 

The  discovery  of  the  great  antarctic  continent, 
which  Cook  sought  for  in  vain, and  in  consequence 
disbelieved  in  its  existence,  will  of  itself  immor- 
talize it,  and  the  last  four  months  devoted  to  the 
survey  of  the  Fijii  and  neighboring  islands,  the 
importance  of  which  we  alludpd  to  in  a former 
number,  will  eventually  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
mariner  and  merchant,  besides  fully  developing  the 
natural  history  of  the  group. 

During  their  stay  here,  we  hope  that  tile  mooted 
points  in  this  group  will  be  settled . The  summit 
of  Mauna  Loa,  and  its  crater  examined:  the  height 
of  all  the  mountains  accurately  measured;  the  great 
table  land  and  path  of  Kauli  explored,  and  the  har- 
bor of  Kaneohe  surveyed.  The  Caroline  Archipe- 
lago presents  almost  a new  field  for  exploration, 
and  certainly  from  its  extent,  its  inhabitants  and 
wonderful  remains  of  a former  race,  one  of  great 
interest. 

For  the  benefit  of  our  foreign  readers  we  give 
the  “bits”  of  news  in  circulation  in  town,  in  re- 
gard to  the  movements  of  the  squadron.  After 
leaving  New  Zealand  they  rendezvoused  at  the 
Tonga  islands,  where  a civil  war  was  raging  be- 
tween the  heathen  and  Christian  parties.  The 
former  have  since  proved  victorious. 

H.  B.  M.  surveying  ship  Sulphur,  capt.  Belcher, 
was  lately  at  t lie  Fijiis.  These  islands  are  three 
hundred  in  number,  mostly  small,  two  as  large  as 
Hawaii.  The  squadron  spent  three  months  in  sur- 
veying them.  Natives  treacherous  in  the  extreme, 
and  the  worst  of  cannibals.  Came  along  side  the 
vessels,  devouring  human  flesh.  Occasionally  eat 
their  own  wives  and  children.  Captured  a chief, 
who  is  now  on  board  the  Vincennes,  who  seven 
years  since,  killed  ten  of  the  crew  of  an  American 
vessel. 

The  Porpoise  was  sent  to  rescue  the  crew  of  the 
American  whaler  Shylock,  2,000  barrels  sperm  oil, 
recently  shipwrecked  among  the  southern  islands, 
and  to  take  off  the  missionaries  from  some  of  the 
islands  off  the  Fijii  group,  who  were  in  a very  dis- 
tressed situation;  the  chiefs  having  threatened  to 
kill  and  eat  them  it  they  manifested  any  abhor- 
rence at,  or  refused  to  witness  their  cannibalic 


orgies.  She  is  not  expected  here  for  some  lime  to 
come. 

The  Vincennes  on  her  way  here,  discovered  and 
surveyed  some  new  Cora!  islands. 

Dahu,  Qct.  10.  The  United  States  brig  Por- 
poise, captain  Ringold,  arrived  on  Wednesday,  af- 
ter a short  passage  of  twenty-seven  days  from 
the  Salmon  islands.  Officers  and  crew  all  well. 

A list  of  officers  will  be  found  below.  All  the  ves- 
sels of  the  exploring  squadron  are  now  in  port, 
and  from  what  we  hear,  will  make  a long  stay. 

The  Porpoise  alter  parting  with  her  consorts,  re- 
turned to  one  of  the  Fijii  islands  to  protect  or  take 
away  as  the  occasion  might  require,  a family  of 
Wesleyan  missionaries  settled  there,  whose  live3 
were  supposed  to  be  endangered  by  the  savages. 

But  they  preferred  remaining,  having  been  promis- 
ed protection  by  the  old  king.  From  thence,  the 
brig  went  to  the  Navigator’s  island. 

Officers  of  the  ship  Vincennes. — Charles  Wilkes, 
esq.  commander  of  the  exploring  expedition.  Lieu- 
lenants,  Overtin  Carr,  J.  Alden,  A.  L.  Case,  T.  A. 
Budd.  Purser  and  special  agent,  R.  R.  Waldron. 
Master,  G.  M.  Totten.  Chaplain,  rev.  J.  L.  Elliott. 
Assistant  surgeons,  J.  L.  Fox,  J.  S.  Whittle.  Pass- 
ed midshipmen,  F.  F.  Blunt,  W.  May,  J.  P.  San- 
ford, H.  Eld.  Midshipmen,  G.  W.  Hamersley,  S. 

B.  Elliott.  Clerk,  J.  R.  Howison.  Boatswain,  W. 
Smith.  Gunner,  J.  G.  Williamson.  Carpenter, 

A.  Chicks.  Sailmaker,  S.  V.  Hawkins.  Pilot,  B. 
Vanderf'ord.  Purser’s  clerk,  R.  Robinson.  Mas- 
ter’s mate,  J.  W.  Dyes. 

Scientific  corps. — C.  Pickering,  naturalist.  J.P. 
Courthouy,  do.  J.  Drayton,  artist.  H.  E.  Hale, 
philologist.  W.  E.  Breckenridge,  assistant  bota- 
nist. j.  G.  Brown,  repairer  of  instruments. 

Tender , Flying  Fish. — G.  T.  Sinclair,  acting  mas- 
ter; J.  W.  Lewis,  passed  midshipman. 

Officers  of  the  Peacock. — Wm.  L.  Hudson,  esq. 
commander.  Lieutenants,  W.  E.  Walker,  G.  Em- 
mons, O.  H.  Perry  and  E.  J.  Dc  Haven.  Master, 

A.  S.  Baldwin.  Purser,  W.  Speiden.  Acting  sur- 
geon, J.  C.  Palmer.  Assistant  surgeon,  C.  F. 
Gillon.  Passed  midshipmen,  L.  Davis,  W.  Rey- 
nolds, G.  W.  Colvocoressis.  G.  W.  Harrison.  Mid- 
shipmen, E.  Thompson,  G.  W.  Clark,  W.  H.  Hud- 
son. Boatswain,  S.  Bell.  Carpenter,  J.  Dibdin. 
Gunner,  J.  Anderson.  Master’s  mate,  — Cisney. 
Purser’s  clerk,  J.  Powers. 

Scientific  corps. — T.  R.  Peale,  naturalist.  W. 
Rich,  botanist.  J.'  D.  Dana,  mineralogist.  A. 
Agate,  artist. 

Officers  of  the  brig  Porpoise. — C.  Ringgold,  esq. 
commander.  Lieutenants,  R.  E.  Johnson,  W.  L. 
Mairry,  J.  North.  Acting  master,  S.  R.  Knox,  as- 
sistant surgeon,  S.  Holmes.  Clerk,  T.  W.  Wald- 
ron. Boatswain,  J.  E.  Frost.  Purser’s  clerk,  W. 

H.  Morsp. 

The  following  is  the  official  account  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  lieutenants  Underwood 
and  midshipmen  Henry  were  massacred  at  the 
Fijii  islands: 

U.  States  ship  Vincennes, 

Fijii  islands,  August  1,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  re- 
port of  transactions  which  fell  under  my  observa- 
tions between  the  21st  and  24th  ultimo. 

At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  Fly- 
ing Fish’  stood  at  sea  from  the  anchorage  near  the 
south  end  of  Nabete  island.  Soon  after  [ followed 
with  the  boats,  and  made  the  best  of  my  way  to- 
wards my  destination.  At  sunset,  the  wind  failing, 
anchored  under  one  of  the  small  islands  to  the  north 
of  Mololo.  Next  morning  got  under  way,  and  at 
5 P.  M.  anchored  in  the  harbor  at  the  east  of  that 
island.  Supposing  it  possible  that  the  Porpoise  had 
anchored  on  the  other  side,  where  you  had  directed 
me  to  join  her,  I despatched  lieutenant  Underwood, 
with  directions  to  land  near  the  opening  between 
the  islands,  where,  by  ascending  a slight  eminence, 
he  would  have  a view7  of  her  anchorage,  communi- 
cating to  him  my  doubts  of  the  good  feeling  of  the 
natives,  with  which  I had  been  impressed  in  the 
short  time  I had  had  of  observing  their  conduct  on 
my  previous  cruise;  also,  that  we  had  held  no  in- 
tercourse with  them;  directing  him  at  the  same 
time  to  be  well  armed,  and  return  before  sunset. 

A few  minutes  after  he  had  landed  I saw  him  re- 
turn to  his  boat  with  one  of  his  crew,  who  had 
landed  with  him,  and  a native.  At  (he  same  time 
I observed  certain  movements  among  a party  of 
natives,  who  at  the  moment  appeared  around  the 
point  near  which  lieutenant  U’s  boat  was  lying,  and 
with  whom  he  appeared  to  hold  conversation.  I 
immediately  hoisted  his  recall,  which  was  prompt- 
ly obeyed.  After  reporting  no  vessel  in  sight,  he 
informed  me  of  the  following  circumstance  which 
had  occurred  during  his  short  absence. 

As  he  ascended  the  hill  already  referred  to,  he 
suddenly  came  upon  a native  carrying  an  armful  of 
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club?,  who,  the  moment  he  perceived  lieutenant 
U.  threw  down  his  burden,  and  attempted  flight, 
but  was  detained,  and  made  to  follow  them  towards 
the  boat.  When  he  arrived  on  the  beach,  the  party 
of  whom  I have  spoken  approached,  and  appeared 
much  disconcerted  at  finding  their  comrade  without 
arms,  and  in  his  power. 

After  some  conversation  with  lieutenant  U.  on 
the  subject,  we  mutually  agreed  that,  in  our  en- 
deavors to  procure  provisions,  of  which  we  were  in 
much  need  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  every 
precaution. 

Next  morning,  the  24th,  we  discovered  the 
schooner  at  anchor,  about  eight  miles  to  the  east- 
ward, and  at  9 o’clock,  lieutenant  Emmons  joined 
us  with  the  Peacock’s  first  cutter.  Several  natives 
came  off  with  a few  yams  and  two  small  pigs,  and, 
in  reply  to  our  inquiries,  informed  us  that  their 
town  was  too  distant  to  bring  off  provisions  in  great 
quantities,  and  that  we  must  go  there  if  we  desired 
more.  I then  gave  John  Sac,  our  interpreter,  per- 
mission to  visit  tile  town,  to  ascertain  if  provisions 
could  be  obtained.  He  soon  returned,  and  informed 
me  that  he  thought  we  could  get  what  we  wanted. 
Lieutenant  Underwood  immediately  requested  per- 
mission to  go  and  make  the  necessary  purchases, 
which  I granted,  informing  him  that  I would  follow 
as  soon  as  the  tide  permitted,  when  he  shoved  off 
for  t tie  passage  between  the  islands.  About  the 
^ame  time  lieutenant  Emmons  departed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  observations  on  the  smaller  is- 
lands. I soon  perceived  that  the  Leopard  ground- 
ed in  the  passage,  and  that  a number  of  the  na- 
tives, perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty,  had  collected  about 
her,  and,  joining  their  song  with  that  of  the  boat’s 
crew,  were  assisting  to  drag  her  through.  As  the 
number  of  natives  appeared  increasing,  and  im- 
pelled by  apprehensions  of  some  danger,  1 imme- 
diately attempted  to  follow  him;  but  the  cutter  be- 
ing much  heavier,  I was  unable  to  do  so  until  after 
a detention  of  the  tide  of  perhaps  twenty  minutes. 
After  getting  into  the  bay,  I found  the  Leopard  at 
anchor,  about  2,000  feet  from  the  shore,  in  just 
sufficient  water  to  permit  me  to  get  alongside;  and 
I was  informed  by  the  crew  that  lieutenant  U.  had 
gone  ashore,  leaving  a hostage,  whom  I immedi- 
lately  took  into  my  boat.  With  the  aid  of  my 
glass,  I saw  lieutenant  U.  with  several  of  his  crew, 
apparently  in  conversation  with  a party  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  natives. 

Nothing  occurred  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour, 
when  Robert  Furman  was  sent  off  by  lieutenant 
Underwood  to  inform  me  that  the  natives  w'ould  not 
trade  unless  for  muskets  or  powder.  I directed 
Furman  to  return  to  the  shore,  and  say  to  Mr.  U. 
that  I could  not  consent  to  such  an  exchange  while 
the  schooner  was  within  reach;  that  we  could  be 
supplied  by  her;  and  to  hurry  off,  as  I thought  he 
had  been  quite  long  enough  absent  to  purchase  all 
we  required,  if  the  natives  were  disposed  to  trade. 

About  this  time  midshipman  Henry  obtained  my 
permission,  and  left  for  the  shore.  A few  minutes 
after,  a small  canoe,  with  three  natives,  came  along 
side,  and,  after  an  exchange  of  some  words  with 
the  ‘-hostage,”  he  displayed  a little  anxiety  to  re- 
turn with  'them  to  the  shore.  As  they  pushed  off, 
he  attempted  to  leave  the  boat,  when  1 took  him  by 
the  arm  and  directed  him  to  sit  down,  giving  him 
to  understand,  as  well  as  possible,  that  be  must  keep 
quiet  till  the  return  of  our  party.  Shortly  alter 
lieut.  Emmons  rejoined  me,  and  made  his  boat  fast 
to  mine. 

In  about  half  an  hour  Jerome  Davis  came  off  to 
say  that,  with  another  hatchet,  Mr.  U.  could  pur- 
chase all  required.  I directed  Davis  to  take  it  to 
him,  and  say  to  Mr.  U.  that  1 desired  to  see  him 
without  delay;  to  come  off  with  what  he  could  get 
as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  the  water 
having  risen,  I ordered  the  Leopard  to  drop  in  as 
near  the  landing  as  possible.  She  had  been  gone 
about  ten  minutes,  when  the  hostage  jumped  over- 
board and  made  for  the  beach,  which  was  the  first 
intimation  I received  of  any  thing  going  vvron"  on 
the  shore.  I immediately  seized  my  rifle  and° di- 
rected it  at  him,  when  he  slackened  his  pace.  I 
then  ordered  two  men  to  follow  and  secure  him;  he 
thereupon  resumed  his  course,  when  I determined 
to  shoot  him,  but  stayed  my  band,  lest  his  death 
should  bring  destruction  to  our  absent  people.  As 
I turned  to  direct  ».iy  boat  to  be  gut  under  way,  I 
noticed  midshipman  Clark  in  the  act  of  firing,  and 
ordered  him  to  fire  over  his  head— at  the  same  time 
directed  lieut.  Emmons  to  pull  after  and  take  him, 
if  possible,  dead  or  alive. 

The  report  of  fire-arms  then  reached  us  from  the 
beach,  to  which  ensued  a general  melee,  the  natives 
having  suddenly  increased  m about  fifty.  By  this 
time  my  boat  was  flying  before  a fresh  breeze  to  the 
stage  of  conflict,  and  1 called  to  lieut.  Emmons  to 
follow  me.  In  a few  moments  we  passed  the  Leo- 
pard shoving  out,  when  I was  informed  of  the  death 


of  lieut.  Underwood.  The  boats  had  not  grounded, 
but  we  immediately  jumped  overboard,  and  with  all 
speed  hastened  to  the  beach,  opening  a fire  upon 
the  natives  as  sood  as  within  range,  when  they  im- 
mediately dispersed,  carrying  off  their  dead  and 
wounded.  Before  we  got  upon  the  beach,  we  found 
J.  S.  Clark  (seaman)  badly  wounded  and  delirious. 

I directed  some  one  to  take  him  to  the  boat,  and 
continued  my  course.  When  I reached  the  beach, 
nothing  living  was  to  be  seen.  About  ten  paces 
from  the  water,  I found  lieut.  Underwood,  lying 
upon  his  back,  partially  stripped  of  his  clothing.  I 
raised  his  head  upon  my  arm,  and  hope  was  for  a 
moment  flattered,  on  seeing  some  signs  of  life;  but, 
alas!  he  breathed  twice  only.  Turning  aside  from 
the  melancholy  spectacle,  my  eye  fell  on  midship- 
man Henry,  who  lay  very  much  in  the  same  situa- 
tion in  which  I had  found  lieut.  Underw-ood.  This 
was  the  earliest  intimation  I had  of  his  being  one 
of  the  sufferers.  I raised  him  in  my  arms,  and  hope 
was  again  flattered — I thought  I perceived  him 
breathe.  A native  lay  a few  paces  from  him  badly 
wounded.  I ordered  him  to  be  despatched,  and 
with  heavy  hearts  we  bore  our  murdered  comrades 
to  the  boat,  and  made  sail  for  the  schooner,  which 
we  reached  in  about  one  hour — at  5 o’clock,  P.  M. 

Very  respectfully,  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JAMES  ALDEN , lieut.  U.  S. navy. 

To  Charles  Wilkes,  esq.  commanding  United  Slutes 

surveying  and  exploring  expedition. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  legislature  assembled  at  Augusta  on  the  6th 
inst.  In  the  senate,  R.  H.  Vose  was  chosen  presi- 
dent. The  vote  stood  lor  Mr.  Vose,  W.  15,  Wil- 
liams, V.  B.  6,  scattering  2.  Daniel  Sanborn  was 
elected  clerk.  In  the  house,  Geo.  C.  Getchell,  W. 
was  chosen  clerk,  by  98  votes,  to  82  for  Elbridge 
Gerry,  V.  B.  Three  ballots  were  had  for  speaker 
without  effecting  a choice.  On  the  first  ballot 
John  Otis,  W.  had  87  votes,  John  P.  Paine,  V.  B. 
83,  and  J.  S.  Little,  W.  8.  The  house  adjourned. 
The  reason  assigned  for  refusing  to  join  in  votes 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Otis,  was  the  appointment  of  the 
president  of  the  senate  from  ihe  same  vicinity. 
The  next  day  Mr.  Otis  having  declined  nomina- 
tion, Mr.  Little  was  chosen  by  a full  whig  vote. 

Governor.  The  votes  for  governor  having  been 
counted  by  the  committee  of  the  legislature,  and 
the  result  being  no  choice  by  the  ppople,  the  legis- 
lature accepted  the  report  on  the  13th  inst.  and  the 
house  proceeded  to  vote  for  two  candidates  to  be 
sent  to  the  senate.  The  vote  stood,  for  John  Fair- 
field  169,  Edward  Kent  164,  H.  Hamblin  9,  F.  O. 
J.  Smith  8.  Consequently  Messrs.  Fairfield  and 
Kent  were  the  candidates  for  the  senate;  and  that 
body  made  choice  of  Edward  Kent  by  a vote  of  15 
to  8.  On  the  next  day  (14th)  in  convention  of  the 
two  houses,  Mr.  Kent  came  in,  took  the  oath  of 
office,  and  was  formally  proclaimed  governor  of  the 
state. 

U.  S.  senator.  According  to  previous  assign- 
ment, the  legislature  on  the  28th  ult.  proceeded  to 
the  choice  ol  a senator,  to  represent  this  state  in 
United  States  senate,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from 
and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next.  The 
election  was  by  a concurrent  vote  of  the  two 
house's.  In  the  house  on  the  first  ballot  the  whole 
number  of  votes  being  !78 — necessary  to  a choice, 
90.  The  vote  stood:  George  Evans,  94;  John 
Fairfield,  81;  John  S.  Tenney,  1;  Hannibal  Ham- 
lin, I;  ex  gov.  Vose,  1.  The  hon.  George  Evans 
was  therefore  declared  duly  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  house. 

In  the  senate  on  the  first  ballot,  George  Evans 
received  14  votes,  John  Fairfield,  8.  George 
Evans  was  therefore  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  senate, — and  having  received  a majority  of 
votes  in  each  house,  he  is  legally  and  constitution- 
ally elected  a senator,  for  Ihe  state  of  Maine,  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  term  of  six 
years  from  and  alter  the-  third  day  of  Mareli  next. 

Finances.  An  account  of  the  finances  of  the- 
stale  to  the  1st  inst.  is  exhibited  in  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  treasurer.  The  whole  debt  of  the  state 
amounts  to  $.1,678,367,  of  which  all  but  $37,340  is 
funded,  and  payable  in  periods  of  3,  5,  8,  15  and  20 
years.  The  estimated  charge  for  interest  the  en- 
suing year  is  $95,500.  For  meeting  this  debt,  and 
the  current  expenses  of  the  state,  the  treasury  has 
the  following  resources:  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1841, 
$32,736;  bank  tax  for  1841,  $40,000;  duty  on 
commissions,  $2,500;  balance  a state  tax  of  1S40, 
due  January  1,  1841,  $97,718;  notes  and  bonds  in 
hands  of  land  agent,  ard  other  notes  and  hills  re- 
ceivable, estimated  to  be  available  for  $205,000; 
claim  on  the  United  States,. $350  000;  d bank  j 
stock,  $18,000;  making  a total  of  $755,954.  The 
estimale  of  probable  receipts  in  1841  is  $458,894, 
including  cash  on  hand,  $200,000  claimed  of  the 


United  States  for  boundary  expenses,  the  state  tax, 
bank  tax,  and  $30,000  from  the  land  agent.  The 
bank  tax  appears  to  be  appropriated  to  the  school 
fund.  The  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  current 
year  is  $306,627. 

Northeastern  boundary.  A correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Daily  Mail  says,  that  a resolve  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  Maine  house  of  representatives  to 
repel  British  aggression!  which  provides  “that  the 
resources  of  the  state  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  governor,  and  the  spe- 
cific sura  of  400,000  dollars  he  appropriated,  to  re- 
move the  troops  of  her  majesty,  queen  Victoria, 
now  quartered  on  the  territory  called  disputed  by 
the  British  government;  but  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
and  by  the  resolutions  of  both  houses  of  congress 
passed  in  1833,  and  by  resolves  of  the  legislature 
of  Maine,  clearly,  and  unequivocally  a part  of  the 
rightful  soil  of  this  state.” 

Revised  code.  The  revision  of  the  whole  body 
of  laws  in  this  state,  was  completed  by  the  last  le- 
gislature, at  an  extra  session  held  in  September 
and  October.  These  laws  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers,  and  will  make  a volume  of  about  1,000 
pages.  They  are  mainly  the  work  of  the  late  la- 
mented chief  justice  of  the  state,  Prentiss  Melien, 
w ho  died  at  Portland  a few  days  since,  full  of  years 
and  honors.  Owing  to  the  haste  with  which" they 
were  revised,  and  to  other  adverse  circumstances, 
it  is  apprehended  they  will  not  compare  with  the  re- 
vised statutes  of  N.  York  or  Massachusetts.  They 
will,  however,  be  a great  improvement  on  our 
former  laws,  which  had  been  so  often  changed,  re- 
pealed, and  re-enacted,  from  year  to  year,  that  it 
sometimes  puzzled  the  best  members  of  the  legal 
profession,  and  would  have  staggered  even  “a  Phi- 
ladcdphia  lawyer,”  to  tell  what  was  law,  and  what 
was  not  not  law,  in  Maine. 

VERMONT. 

The  Vermont  university,  at  Burlington,  ha3  160 
pupils.  A donation  of  $30,000  has  recently  beeD 
made  to  it  by  Mr.  Williams,  a citizen  of  the  state. 
Its  library  contains  10,000  volumes. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Legislature.  A bill  to  repeal  the  law  prohibiting 
the  intermarriage  of  whites,  Indians  and  mulattoes’ 
was  rejected  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, “after  a w arm  and  animated  debate.” 
Yeas  140,  nays  204. 

Boston  trade.  There  arrived  at  Boston  during 
the  month  of  January  2-50  vessels  of  all  kinds,  181 
of  which  were  coastwise  and  69  foreign.  There 
cleared  during  the  same  period  197  vessels,  130  of 
which  were  coastw’ise  and  67  foreign. 

Sugar.  There  was  imported  in  Boston  during 
the  year  1840 — 29,600,000  pounds  of  brown  sugar! 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island  have 
passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  immediate  distri- 
bution of  the  public  lands  among  all  the  states;  for 
a national  bank,  and  for  the  immediate  repeal  of 
the  sub-treasury  law. 

NEW  YORK. 

Prison  contracts — heavy  damages.  Mr.  J.  Chi- 
chester of  this  city  has  lately  obtained  a verdict  tor 
$18,557  19  damages  against  the  agent  of  the  Sing 
Sing  prison,  lor  a breach  of  contract  for  the  services 
of  piisoners  in  the  cooper’s  shop  of  the  prison. 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Chichester,  the  plaintiff, 
entered  into  a contract  with  Robert  Wiltse,  the 
agent  of  the  prison,  on  the  26th  December,  1833, 
for  the  services  of  a stipulated  number  of  convicts, 
lor  seven  years  ensuing,  or  up  to  the  2611)  of  De- 
cember, 1S39,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing  said 
contract  lor  a term  of  years  longer.  The  damages 
for  the  violation  of  the  contract,  were  laid  at  25,000 
dollars;  and  the  violations  were,  a refusal  on  the 
part  oflhe  agent  to  allow  the  plaintiff  a sufficiency 
of  men,  to  allow  him  for  dressed  stuff,  as  agreed, 
and  for  bad  work. 

The  referees  reported  on  the  6th  instant  a verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  of  $18,557  19.  [ Troy  Whig. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  finances.  Fiom  the  auditor  general’s  report, 
made  to  the  legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
w e glean  the  annexed  impoi  tant  items  in  relation  to 
the  financial  condition  of  the  state. 

Summary  statement  of  the  receipts  at  the  state  trea- 
sury, commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  November, 
1839,  and  ending  on  the  thirty  first  day  of  Octo-' 
her,  1840. 

Land  and  land  office  fees,  $37,141  45 

Auction  commissions,  19,725  00 

Auction  duties,  76,482  55 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  126,522  00 

Dividends  on  turnpike  stock,  4,742  00 

Dividends  on  bridge  and  navigation 
stock,  ' 32,983  32 

Tax  on  bank  dividends,  80,465  03 

Tavern  license,  52,749  09 

Retailer’s  licenses,  70,971  98 
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Hawker’s  and  pedlar’s  licenses, 

Tin  and  clock  pedlar’s  licenses 
Colateral  inheritances, 

Pamphlet  laws, 

Increase  of  county  rates  and  levies, 
Colonial  records. 

Tax  on  personal  property. 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls, 

Premiums  on  bank  charters, 

Loans, 

Increase  on  deposites, 

Tax  on  writs, 

Tax  on  certain  offices, 

Dickerson  college  lands, 

Militia  and  exempt  fines, 

Tax  on  loan  companies, 

Fees  of  the  secretary  of  the  common 
wealth’s  office, 

Miscellaneous 


4,606  13 
797  35 
22.951  43 
380  29 
2,948  49 
680  85 
3 48 
1,072,620  75 
105,214  25 
4,388,310  00 
18,740  56 
37,560  07 
2,446  30 
316  77 
229  00 
1,325  53 

744  00 
1,992  94 


$6,113,650  61 

Balance  in  treasury,  1st  Nov.  1839,  1,337,170  64 


$ 7 : 

Summary  statement  of  the  payments 
treasury,  commencing  on  the  first  day 
ber,  1839,  and  ending  on  the  thirty- 
October,  1840. 

Commissioners  of  the  internal  itn 
provement  fund,  .$5 

Expanses  of  government, 

Turnpikes, 

Bridges, 

State  roads 

Kail  road,  canal  companies,  &c. 

Militia  expenses, 

Pensions  and  gratuities. 

Education, 

Colonial  records, 

Loans, 

Interest  on  loans. 

Eastern  penitentiary, 

Western  penitentiary. 

House  of  refuge, 

Damages  by  sparks  from  locomotives. 
Convention  to  amend  the  constitution, 
Escheats, 

Geological  survey. 

State  library, 

Nicholson  estate, 

Premiums  on  silk, 

Payment  of  troops. 

Seat  of  government, 

Conveying  convicts, 

Conveying  fugatives. 

Miscellaneous, 


,450,821  25 
of  the  state 
of  Novem- 
first  day  ot 


,152,609  72 
355,904  99 
18,334  31 

4.000  00 
5,800  00 

72,951  97 
31,738  59 
51,989  33 
369,335  43 
2,475  00 
467,500  00 
162,722  23 
15,143  24 
7,962  00 

5.000  00 
20,856  57 

3,753  05 
822  68 
16,700  00 
2,917  00 
2,931  55 
2,101  89 
31,475  40 
9,900  42 
619  73 
505  77 
44,420  63 


Balance  in  treasury  1st  Nov.  1S40, 


$6,860,471  50 
590,349  75 


$7,450,821  25 

Canal  commissioners  report.  In  the  annual  report 
of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  October,  1840,  the  board  recommend 
the  following  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year. 
For  the  Erie  extension,  $1,000,000  00 

North  Branch  extension,  1,000,000  00 

Wisconisco  canal,  146,320  00 

Reservoirs,  218,000  00 

Completion  of  the  2nd  track  of  railway 

to  void  the  Columbia  inclined  plane,  88,171  00 
Renewing  north  track  to  Whitehall,  52,130  00 
Repairs  on  French  creek  feeder,  100,000  00 

Repairs  on  all  the  finished  lines  of 
canal  and  rail  road  except  French 
creek  feeder,  and  to  pay  debts  alrea- 
dy due  for  the  same,  678,000  00 

Damages,  30,000  00 

New  work  on  finished  lines,  40  000  00 

Motive  power  on  Portage  rail  road,  2o’oo0  00 
Debts  due  on  Sinnemahoning  line,  1,206  00 


$3,578,827  00 

DELAWARE. 

Gov.  Comegys’  message.  The  message  of  gov. 
Comegys  was  communicated  to  the  two  houses  on 
the  5th  inst.  It  refers  mostly  to  matters  of  local 
interest.  The  common  school  system  now  in  ope- 
ration throughout  the  state,  see'rns  to  be  in  some 
respects  defective.  The  appointment  of  a general 
superintendent  is  recommended — also  some  modifi- 
cations in  the  law  imposing  the  school  tax.  It  is 
proposed  to  exempt  persons  whose  taxable  property 
does  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  pefral  code  of  the  state  it  is  thought  needs  re- 
vision. Many  of  the  punishments  inflicted  by  it 
are  severe  beyond  the  modes  and  feeling  of  the  a<»e- 
insomuch  that  the  excessive  rigor  of  the  law  often 
defeats  its  own  end,  through  the  necessary  interpo- 
sition of  the  pardoning  power,  or  the  unwillingness 
of  juries  to  condemn. 


An  appropriation  is  recommended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  common- 
wealth, provision  has  already  been  made  lor  the  in- 
digent blind. 

Allusions  are  made  to  communications  from  the 
governor  of  New  Jersey  relative  to  the  act  of  the 
house  of  representatives  at  Washington,  in  exclud- 
ing the  congressional  delegates  from  that  state;  also 
from  the  governor  of  Virginia  concerning  the  dis- 
pute with  New  York;  and  from  the  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  the  subject  of  a national  bank  the  following 
remarks  occur:  The  occasion  is  suitable,  gentle- 
men, for  recommending  to  you  the  passage  of  re- 
solutions in  favor  of  a national  bank.  In  respect  to 
the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  charter  such 
an  institution,  I trdst  there  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever. The  venerated  names  ot  Washington  who 
approved  the  first,  and  Madison  who  approved  the 
second  act  of  incorporation,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
many  other  and  high  authorities  that  have  united 
in  one  expression  as  to  its  constitutionality,  should, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  put  this  matter  forever  at  rest. 
Besides,  the  knowledge  which  has  been  purchased 
by  long  and  painful  experience,  of  the  utter  in- 
adequacy of  state  banks  to  the  various  and  multi- 
form exigencies  of  the  country  anil  the  whole  busi- 
ness community,  establishes  beyond  all  controver- 
sy ,'t'|ie  absolute  necessity  for  such  an  institution. 
I hope  that  yon,  gentlemen,  will  so  far  respond  to 
the  requisitions  ot  your  country  and  your  constitu- 
ents, as  to  furnish  our  representation  in  congress 
with  a decided  expression  of  your  views,  in  this 
matter,  and  also,  your  unqualified  disapprobation  of 
I he  act,  passed  at  the  last  session — familiarly  known 
as  the  sub-treasury  law. 


MARYLAND — STATISTICS. 

DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  TAINTS  AND  DYES. 


Counties. 

Value  of  men 

1 j employed, 

manuf act'd.  1 -' 

Capital 

invested. 

Allegany 

4,500 

Baltimore 

200 

1 

Cecil 

3,150 

6 

3.400 

Frederick 

4,000 

1 

2 000 

Harford 

1,200 

1 

700 

Washington 

1,000 

Baltimore  city 

66,000 

43 

79,000 

§SQ,050 

52 

$85,100 

SOAP  AND  CANDLES. 

Counties.  Soap.  Ihs.  Tallow  candles. 

lbs. 

Men. 

Capital. 

Calvert 

7,388  5,740 

Carroll 

202  195 

Cecil 

40 

Dorchester 

2,111 

Frederick 

45,600  55,060 

4 

4,000 

Harford 

10 

Talbot 

100 

Washington 

2,000  14,000 

2 

500 

Worcester 

25,000  7,000 

Balto.  city  1,775,005  647,000 

87 

94,000 

1,857,416  722,335 

93  $98,500 

Besides  the  above  there  were  manufactured  in 
Ihe  city  of  Baltimore  35,000  pounds  of  spermaceti 
and  wax  candles. 


DISTILLED  AND  FERMENTED  LIQUORS. 


O 

L- 

O 

QJ 

a, 

.V 

a 

Counties. 

ec  ^3 

J i 

2 

II 

*3 

'1 

£ 

a; 

2 

cb 

O 

Allegany 

8 

4,878 

36,960 

5 

7,000 

Baltimore 

2 

1,200 

2 

300 

Carroll 

28 

39,800 

1 

26,500 

17 

5,490 

Frederick 

12 

69,400 

2 

52,280 

15 

19,600 

Harford 

3 

3,040 

2 

1,000 

Talbot 

1 

209 

3 

Washington 

16 

119,285 

3 

12.400 

36 

73,900 

Baltimore  city 

3 

105,000 

3 

401,500 

117 

87,000 

73 

342, S 13 

11 

529,640 

199 

194,290 

CARRIAGES  AND  WAGONS. 


Counties. 

Value. 

Men . 

Capital 

Alleganv 

8,900 

22 

3,900 

Anne  Arundel 

6,800 

37 

15.6C0 

Baltimore 

98,075 

92 

32,550 

Carroll 

2,450 

20 

1,865 

Cecil 

13,430 

43 

3,370 

Dorchester 

5 000 

8 

200 

Frederick 

13,943 

59 

5.280 

Harford 

2,524 

15 

830 

Kent 

5,100 

24 

5.500 

Montgomery 

1,400 

5 

800 

Frince  George’s 

3.200 

11 

1,200 

Somerset 

20,000 

8 

7,000 

Talbot 

2 000 

27 

10  000 

W ashington 

23,150 

65 

9.270 

Worcester 

9,000 

19 

2,790 

Baltimore  city 

122,700 

231 

£4,200 

$330,672 

637 

$154,325 

WOOLLEN  MANUFACTURES. 


^0 

« 6 § 

. 

C 5 

Capitol. 

Counties.  tS 
£ 

g 

Won. 

fuclori 

- 

E §> 

Allegany 

2 

2 

2.000 

8 

1,000 

Anne  Arundel 

2 

*2 

2,000 

10 

Baltimore 

4 

i 

62,000 

G1 

38.500 

Carroll 

7 

2 

9,400 

19 

3,600 

Cecil 

3 

3 

10.600 

25 

7,000 

Frederick 

9 

7 

17.650 

41 

25,000 

Harford 

4 

7 

6.250 

43 

14,470 

Kent 

1 

1 

3 500 

12 

3,000 

Montgomery 

1 

5,000 

8 

2,000 

Washington 

7 

2 

17,800 

38 

6 fcOO 

Baltimore  city 

1 

100,000 

100 

20,000 

39 

29 

$235,900 

378 

$120,230 

LEATHER  AND  TANNERIES. 


Counties. 


Allegany 

Anne  Arundel 

Baltimore 

Caroline 

Carroll 

Cecil 

Charles 

Dorchester 

Frederick 

Harford 

Montgomery 

Queen  Anne’s 

Somerset 

Talbot 

Washington 

Worcester 

Baltimore  city 


umber  of 
tanneries. 

ides  of  sole 
leather 
tanned. 

ides  of  up- 
per leather 
tanned. 

'apital  in- 
vested. 

< 

8 

2,210 

2,300 

20,000 

2 

1,450 

80 

7,300 

14 

8,43S 

8,698 

81,175 

1 

300 

400 

1.200 

' 26 

13.952 

5 255 

52,927 

3 

2,300 

670 

9.000 

1 

570 

784 

6 000 

2 

450 

450 

2,200 

40 

63,830 

11,440 

257,640 

12 

2,860 

1,700 

22,700 

4 

2 160 

1,320 

6,150 

1 

150 

150 

500 

5 

800 

1,450 

7,200 

2 

750 

450 

5 000 

20 

15,045 

5 820 

67,S63 

5 

4,200 

4,400 

23.000 

13 

69,500 

146,500 

132,800 

159 

189,965 

291,867 

$702,655 

MACHINERY,  HARDWARE,  CUTLERY,  &C. 
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PRINTING  AND  BINDING. 


'•2  Sj 

s 

Comities.  'o>  ? fe 

bo  -a 


. ^ 

llegany  2 
nnt-Arundei  3 
arroll 


K| 


archester 
edei  ick 
arford 
ince  Geo. 
. Mary’s 
albot 

ashington 


1 


re  S g 
- c 2 

3 

1 2 
2 
2 
2 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 

5 

7 5 


Ito.  city  19  10  6 

47  15  6 31  7 


8 

13 

7 

5 

4 

. 18 

7 

2 

2 

7 

24 

279 


tS 

$3, COO 
4.500 

3.000 
1,400 

2.000 
6,600 
2,800 

600 

1,100 

1,000 

1,330 

119,900 


7 376  $147,130 
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Allegany 

Anne  Arundel 

Baltimore 

Calvert 

Caroline 

Carroll 

Cecil 

Charles 

Dorchester 

Frederick 

Harford 

Kent 

Montgomery 
Prince  George’s 
Queen  Anne’s 
St.  Mary’s 
Somerset 
Talbot 
Washington 
Worcester 
Baltimore  city 
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Capital  invested. 

*Tliis  return  comprises  only  the  10th  and  l*2th  wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. — 
The  deputy  marshals  made  no  return  of  the  live  stock  in  the  other  wards. 


Allegany 

Anne  Arundel 

Baltimore 

Calvert 
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Carrolt 

Cecil 

Charles 

Dorchester 

F rederick 

Harford 

Kent 

Montgomery 
Prince  George’s 
Queen  Anne’s 
St.  Mary’s 
Somerset 
Talbot 
Washington 
Worcester 
Baltimore  city 
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Counties. 

Anne  Arundel 
Baltimore 
Carroll 
Cecil 

Montgomery 
St.  Mary’s 
Baltimore  city 


COTTON  MANUFACTURES. 


Factories. 

2 

12 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

21 

Cast  iron. 


Spindies. 

Value,  of  ma- 
nufactures. 

Persons 

employed. 

Capital. 

4,000 

100,000 

325 

120,000 

30,502 

1,154,980 

1,682 

1,083,000 

2,032 

21,000 

77 

45.000 

124 

10,700 

33 

4,200 

700 

35 

30  000 

224 

3,000 

8 

6.000 

3,600 

58,900 

124 

16,200 

41,100 

$2,348,580 

2,284 

$1,324,400 

IRON. 

Bar  iron.  Fuel. 
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Counties. 
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mills. 
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Allegany 

1 

500 

1,500 

200 

100,000 

Anne  Arundel 

4 

3,800 

6 

2,600 

10.0S5 

342 

200,000 

Baltimore 

2 

3,000 

3,000 

150 

200,000 

Cecil 

5 

950 

1,350 

625 

54,000 

Frederick 

4 

800 

1,187 

48 

22  650 

Harford 

2 

2,300 

2 

2 380 

5,070 

105 

139,000 

Whashington 

1 

2,476 

3 

970 

300 

250 

80,000 

12 

8.S76 

18 

9,900 

22,492 

4,712 

$795,650 

SIIIFS. 

FURNITURE. 

HOUSES. 
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Counties. 
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Bi 

built 

1 

- ~ 

Allegany 

6,410 

20 

1,856 

7 

41 

45 

$19,725 

Anne  Arundel 

800 

3 

18 

94 

166 

66,962 

Baltimore 

30 

14 

132 

28,495 

Calvert. 

37 

51 

13  359 

Caroline 

2,500 

6 

2,000 

2 

5 

700 

Carroll 

400 

2 

250 

4 

4 

4 

6,450 

Cecil 

3 900 

11 

1.550 

14 

28 

118 

35,750 

Dorchester 

59,900 

900 

201 

51,000 

1 

62 

122 

13,555 

Frederick 

5,200 

21 

2,320 

17 

6 

78 

46,600 

H arford 

50 

2 

50 

16 

19 

71 

51,480 

Kent 

45 

91 

12,680 

Prince  George's 

21 

20 

5 

104,000 

St.  Mary’s 

26 

99 

40 

22,773 

Somerset 

5.000 

21 

4,500 

20 

42 

8,065 

Talbot 

2 500 

3 

3 

3 

2,050 

Washington 

17,800 

47 

21,550 

4S 

*30 

100 

43,765 

Worcester 

25 

58 

16,850 

Baltimore  city 

211,571 

268,200 

502 

254,200 

213 

1 

845 

508,450 

279,771 

305,360 

838 

339,276 

415 

550 

i ,976 

995,745 
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POTTERIES. 


Counties.  Numbers.  ZmnfaLres. 

Men. 

Capital. 

Carroll 

6 

390 

5 

945 

Cecil 

X 

1,000 

3 

500 

Frederick 

3 

1,550 

7 

750 

Harford 

1 

1,500 

2 

500 

Washington 

3 

3,300 

8 

625 

Baltimore  city 

8 

53,500 

65 

22,300 

22  $61,240 

90 

$25,620 

FISHERIES. 
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Counties. 
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Anne  Arundel 

151 

17 

120 

Calvert 

1,091 

37 

1,290 

Caroline 

520 

29 

900 

Cecil 

20,351 

10,077 

641 

13,275 

Charles 

2,400 

Dorchester 

425 

Frederick 

950 

35 

3,000 

Harford 

40,582 

877 

56,000 

Kent 

1,658 

16 

350 

Prince  George 

’s  650 

155 

11,800 

St.  Mary’s 

14 

8 

150 

Somerset 

500 

2,000 

4 

1,000 

Baltimore  city  2,00<) 

90 

6,000 

>71,262  12,167  1,819  $94,947 

Gunpowder.  There  are  5 powder  mills  in  Balti- 
more city  and  county,  which  manufactured  669,000 
lbs.  and  employed  47  rnen.  The  capital  invested  is 
$46,000. 

Glass.  There  is  one  glass  bouse  in  the  Balti- 
more city,  employing  37  men.  The  capital  invest- 
ed is  $30,000,  and  the  value  of  manufactures 
$40,000. 

Sugar  refineries,  §c.  There  are  six  sugar  refine- 
ries in  Baltimore  city,  the  produce  of  which  is  va- 
lued at  $176,000.  The  value  of  chocolate  made  in 
the  city  is  11,400,  and  of  confectionary  $68,400.— 
The  capital  invested  in  these  is  $102,900,  and  the 
number  of  men  employed  89. 

PAPER. 

Counties.  Mills.  Value  of  produce.  Men.  Capital. 


Baltimore 

1 

1,000 

5 

14,000 

Carroll 

4 

51,500 

12 

30,500 

Cecil 

5 

66,000 

67 

22,500 

Frederick 

3 

13,600 

20 

4,050 

Harford 

1 

4,000 

7 

1,000 

Baltimore  city 

2 

59,000 

60 

23,350 

16 

195,100 

CORDAGE. 

171 

$95,400 

Counties.  Pope  walks.  Value  produced.  Men.  Capital 

Carroll 

1 

3,000 

1 

500 

Frederick 

3 

4,350 

8 

2,500 

Washington 

1 

3,500 

5 

1,000 

Baltimore  city 

8 

133,000 

184 

66,500 

13 

142,850 

198 

$70,500 

Musical  instruments.  The  value  of  musical  in- 
struments manufactured  in  Baltimore  city,  is  16,400 
dollars;  the  number  of  men  employed  15;  and  the 
capital  invested  $4,000. 

Mines.  The  value  of  metals,  other  than  gold  and 
lead,  in  Baltimore  county,  is  $18,300,  and  in  Fre- 
derick county  $10,500;  the  number  of  men  employ- 
ed is  59  in  the  former  and  14  in  the  latter. 


in  the  former  and  19  in  the  latter.  The  value  of 
other  metals  manufactured  is  $200  in  Baltimore 
county;  $2,700  in  Frederick  county,  and  $310,000 
in  Baltimore  city.  The  number  of  men  employed 
is  216. 

Dying  and  printing.  There  are  two  establish- 
ments for  dying  and  printing  cottons  in  Anne  Arun- 
del county,  and  one  in  Baltimore  city. 

Silk.  The  capital  invested  in  the  manufacture  of 
silk  is  $5,000  in  Cecil  county,  and  $2,000  in  Fre- 
derick county.  There  are  18  females  and  children 
employed. 

Tobacco.  Manufactures  of — 

Counties.  Value  of  articles.  Persons  employed.  Capital 
Carroll  500  2 200 

Frederick  1,300  6 6,000 

Baltimore  city  230,200  270  118,900 

$232,000  278  125,100 

VIRGINIA. 

University.  Three  professors  are  wanted  in  the 
university  of  Virginia:  one  of  mathematics,  one  of 
modern  languages,  and  of  moral  philosophy.  Sa- 
laries from  $3,000  to  $3,900  each,  and  a dwelling 
house.  The  professor  of  modern  languages  is  re- 
quired to  teach  French,  Spanish,  Italian,  German 
and  Anglo-Saxon.  The  emoluments  offered  are 
far  greater  than  those  enjoyed  at  any  other  univer- 
sity in  the  country.  Applications  will  be  received 
until  the  first  of  July  next. 

GEORGIA. 

Special  congressional  election.  Hines  Holt,  esq. 
the  whig  candidate,  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
congress  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  judge 
Colquitt,  received,  according  to  the  official  returns, 
28,059  votes  and  Watson  (V.  B.)  21,002 — majori- 
ty 5,057. 

OHIO. 

Schools  in  Cincinnati.  The  editor  is  indebted  to 
the  kindness  of  his  friend  E.  P.  Langon,  esq.  pre- 
sident of  the  board  of  trustees,  for  a copy  of  “the 
eleventh  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Cincinnati,  rendered  June  18-10,” 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  common  council  there- 
on, and  published  by  their  direction.  It  is  really  a 
gratifying  specimen  of  the  progress  of  system  and 
science,  in  the  department  of  popular  education, 
and  well  worthy  the  attention  of  all  those  who  are 
engaged  in  introducing  public  schools  into  their 
own  communities.  A comprehensive  table  exhi- 
bits at  one  view,  the  names,  stations  and  salaries  of 
the  teachers  and  their  assistants — the  expense  of 
each  school  for  tuition  and  for  contingencies — the 
number  of  scholars  enrolled,  withd  awn  and  remain- 
ing— distinguishing  males  from  the  females — the 
number  of  each  in  daily  attendance — the  number 
classified  according  to  age,  from  six  to  sixteen,  each 
year  distinct — the  names  of  the  trustees,  board  of 
examiners  and  other  officers — the  time  of  their 
meetings,  &c.  &c. 

We  lay  down  this  instructive  little  publication 
with  sincere  regret  that  our  limits  will  not  enable 
us  to  make  further  extracts  at  present  from  its 
pages  than  to  furnish  the  general  results  of  its  state- 
ments. Its  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  teachers — the  course  of  studies  and  grading 
of  scholars — the  books  used — the  economy  of  such 
system  of  education;  and  the  suggestions  to  parents, 
scholars,  teachers,  public  authorities  and  to  the 
community  at  large,  are  admirable,  and  worthy  of  a 
wide  distribution. 

Number  of  scholars  entered  at  the  several 

schools  during  the  past  year  5,057 


GRANITE,  MARBLE  AND  OTHER  STONE. 


Counties. 

Value  produced. 

Men. 

Capital. 

Baltimore 

4,200 

1 

200 

Cecil 

8,050 

28 

4,000 

Frederick 

1,000 

13 

10,000 

Baltimore  city 

8,000 

16 

2,500 

21,250 

58 

16,700 

Coal.  In  Allegany  county,  the  number  ot  bush- 
els of  bituminous  coal  mined  was  222,000;  the  num- 
ber of  men  employed  23,  and  the  capital  invested 
$4,470. 

Sugar.  In  Allegany  county  there  were  made 
36,266  pounds  of  sugar. 

Internal  transportation.  The  number  of  men  em- 
ployed is  3 in  Carroll  county,  20  in  Worcester,  and 
S3  in  Baltimore  city — total  106. 

Butchers,  packers,  <§rc.  The  number  of  persons 
employed  is  4 in  Anne  Arundel  county,  2 in  Frede- 
rick county,  6 in  Kent  county,  3 in  Washington 
county  and  193  in  Baltimore  city — total  208.  The 
capital  investtul  is  $28,SS0. 

Firearms.  In  Washington  county,  80  small  arras 
were  manufactured,  employing  3 men. 

Metals.  The  value  of  precious  metals  manufac- 
tured is  $300  in  Washington  county,  and  $13,300 
in  Baltimore  city.  There  are  two  men  employed 


Number  retired,  from  removals  and  various 
other  causes  1,793 

Number  in  daily  attendance  2,604 

Number  of  teachprs  employed  of  w hich  22  are 
males,  and  42  females  64 

Average  daily  attendance  of  each  4IJ 

Increase  of  enrollments  of  scholars  over  1839  557 
Increase  of  withdrawals  over  1839  410 

Increase  of  remaining  over  1839  167 

Increase  in  daily  attendance  over  1S39  133 

Salaries — Senior  male  principal,  per  month  $45  00 

Stated  male  principals  “ 42  00 

Stated  female  principals  “ 25  00 

Associate  principal  “ 35  00 

Senior  assistant,  male  30;  female  20  00 

Junior  assistant,  male  25;  female  18  00 

Third  or  primary  assistant,  female  15  00 
Total  amount  paid  for  tuition  19,604  35 

Interest  on  the  building  fund,  equivalent 
to  rents  of  school  houses  3,307  91 

Contingent  and  other  expenses  1,192  86 

Average  cost  of  each  pupil  7 50 

Artificial  lake.  The  Miami  (Ohio)  Times  states 
that  the  Grand  canal  reservoir,  in  Mercer  county, 
- covers  13,000  acres  of  land.  The  water  is  from  4 
to  37  feet  deep,  and  is  the  largest  artificial  lake  in 
the  world. 


ALABAMA. 

The  legislature  closed  their  session  on  the  6th  tilt. 

The  banks.  Just  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
it  being  ascertained  that  the  banks  of  the  state 
were  by  no  means  in  a condition  to  resume  specie 
payments,  a bill  passed  authorising  them  to  con- 
tinue suspension  until  the  15th  November  next. 
The  banks  of  that  state  as  well  as  the  legislature, 
are  controlled  by  the  Van  Buren  party. 

< INDIANA. 

The  Indiana  senate  on  the  lathinst.  laid  on  the 
table,  i.  e.  rejected,  a bill  to  suspend  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  public  works. 

The  house  of  representatives,  on  the  same  day, 
passed  a bill  to  abolish  capital  punishment. 

ILLINOIS. 

Alien  voles  recognised.  The  supreme  court  of 
Illinois,  iii  session  at  Springfield,  have  decided  that 
aliens,  under  the  laws  of  the  state,  have  a right  to 
vote,  and  that  they  cannot  be  prevented.  And  yet 
the  votes  of  these  very  aliens  may  elect  the  presi- 
dent of  these  United  States! 

Land  titles.  It  is  stated  that  the  supreme  court 
of  Illinois  have,  by  a unanimous  opinion,  decided 
that  the  titles  of  lands  obtained  under  sales  for  taxes 
are  good. 

Illinios  and  Michigan  canal.  The  fifth  annual 
report  of  the  canal  commissioners,  states  that  the 
expense  already  incurred  on  this  work  is 

$4,073,048  09 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  canal  8,480,478  68 


Amount  remaining  to  be  done  $4,407,430  58 

Which  is  supposed  can  be  completed  in  3 years 
if  there  is  no  impediment  from  the  want  of  funds. 

MICHIGAN. 

River  St.  Joseph.  The  work  of  building  snag 
boats,  cabin  scows  and  other  machinery,  for  clear- 
ing out  this  river  in  Michigan,  was  prosecuted  last 
season  with  energy,  under  the  superintendance  ot 
gen.  Van  Fossen.  The  expense  of  boats,  &c.  was 
over  $1,150 — of  clearing  seven  miles,  commencing 
eight  miles  from  the  mouth,  $462 — of  rigging, 
chain,  furniture,  &c.  $528,  total  amount  expended 
$2,247.  The  work  is  to  be  prosecuted  as  far  up  as 
Three  rivers  the  ensuing  year. 

The  tariff.  Resolutions  have  been  introduced 
into  the  legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a pro- 
tective tariff.  The  Detroit  Advertiser,  in  remark- 
ing upon  the  subject,  says,  “a  free  trade — open 
ports  to  all  nations — may  do  well  enough  to  talk 
about,  but  it  would  be  ruinous  to  practice.  It  is 
clearly  the  policy  of  this  country,  to  foster  its  own 
manufactures— -to  become,  emphatically,  and  to  the 
fullest  extent,  independent  of  the  old  world.  As  a 
people,  we  will  never  reach  the  pinnacle  of  power, 
wealth  and  glory,  uiilil  this  is  the  case.  It  is  her 
protective  system  that  has  made  England  the  first 
manufacturing  as  well  as  commercial  nation  in  the 
world.  There  has  been  a period  in  her  history, 
when,  without  a tariff,  she  could  not,  in  every  re- 
spect, compete,  in  her  own  market,  with  the  manu- 
factures of  France  and  Germany.  But  that  system 
—which  she  early  adopted — gave  her  manufactures 
strength — transformed  the  weakness  ofinfancy  into 
the  full  vigor  of  manhood — and  she  now  is  reaping 
the  reward,  by  her  ability  to  defy  all  competition. 
A similar  policy  here,  will  secure  like  results — 
make  America  the  queen,  equally  of  commerce  and 
manufactures.  How  suicidal,  therefore,  to  oppose 
a system  which  cannot  fail  to  secure  such  glorious 
results.” 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

In  senate,  Thursday,  January  14. 

Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  knew  of  no 
political  question,  except  it  were  a question  involv- 
ing national  or  slate  honor,  or  a question  ofvvarwilh 
a foreign  power,  in  which  his  constituents  felt  an 
interest  so  deep  and  universal,  as  they  do  in  a just, 
speedy  and  filial  disposition  of  the  public  lands. 

In  the  adjustment  of  this  great  question,  they  de- 
sire what  is  just  and  liberal,  and  nothing  more;  and 
they  will  never  be  satisfied,  as  they  out  not  to  be, 
with  any  settlement  of  it  which  falls  slioit  of  ample 
justice  and  great  liberality.  Senalors  from  (he  old 
'states  have  had  the  power,  and  yet  have  the  power, 
to  vote  down  every  reasonable  proposition  upon  ibis 
subject,  as  they  have  frequently  done  from  time  to 
time  for  the  last  half  century.  But,  thank  God, 
selfishness,  and  avarice,  and  injustice,  like  all  things 
else  on  earth,  have  a termination!  Human  extor- 
tion and  annoyance,  either  individually  or  by  states, 
in  the  wise  dispensations  of  a merciful  Providence, 
cannot  last  forever!  What  influence  a sense  of  jus- 
tice, in  conflict  with  pecuniary  interest,  or  a know- 
ledge of  what  the  future  will  enevitably  brig  to 
pass,  may  now  have  upon  the  minds  of  senators  re- 
presenting thg  old  states,  will  be  determined  by 
their  votes  upon  the  proposition  now  before  the  se- 
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nate.  Ten  years  hence,  after  the  next  census,  should 
a settlement  of  this  question  be  so  iong  deferred,  and 
should  we  at  that  tkne  have  no  traitors  in  our  garri- 
son to  betray  us,  it  will  be  a matter  of  slight  concern 
with  us,  further  than  to  have,  what  would  be  at  all 
times  desirable,  the  friendship,  good-will  and  erf- 
operation  of  our  brethren,  whether  the  senators  from 
the  old  states  are  willing  to  settle  the  land  question 
or  not.  We  shall  then  have  the  power,  and  we  shall 
then  exercise  too,  of  disposing  of  this  great  ques- 
tion to  suit  ourselves.  And  when  that  settlement 
takes  place,  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  this  govern- 
ment peddling  in  town  sites  and  town  lots;  no  more 
of  the  relationship  of  federal  landlord  and  tenant, 
in  lead  mines,  salt  springs  and  Indian  reservations; 

If  no  more  of  penal  statues  prohibiting  emigration  and 
settlement  upon  the  public  lands;  no  more  of  suits 
of  trespass  or  ejectment;  nor  of  our  illustrious  army 
crusading  under  your  orders,  not  against  the  enemies 
of  the  country,  but  against  our  own  flesh  and  blood; 
and  acquiring  distinction,  not  on  the  battle  field,  but 
by  burning  down  the  dwellings,  cutting  down  the 
crops,  and  driving  into  the  woods  to  starve,  or  perish 
by  exposure,  unarmed,  inoffensive  and  harmless  ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States  with  their  helpless  fami- 
lies. We  shall  then  hear  no  more  of  these  enormi- 
ties. nor  of  the  thousand  other  vexations  which  the 
frontier  settler  has  had  to  bear,  without  remedy  or 
redress — without  daring  to  complain,  lest  he  should 
be  denounced  as  unmannerly',  impudent,  imperti- 
nent, a bandit  or  robber! 

We  shall  then  have  the  power,  and  shall  find, 
when  that  blessed  day  shall  arrive,  in  politics  as  in 
war,  that  a bombshell  or  cannon  ball  flung  into  the 
camp  of  the  weaker  party  will  have  the  usual  happy 
effect  of  hastening  negotiations,  and  of  settling  ra- 
pidly, and  to  every  body’s  most  perfect  satisfaction, 
knotty  points  of  dispute  between  us  of  long  stand- 
ing. You,  sir,  have  read  the  history  of  the  last  days 
of  Napoleon.  Had  he  been  satisfied,  in  his  first  re- 
verses, with  the  empire,  and  with  France,  an  heir 
of  his,  in  all  probability,  this  day  would  be  seated  on 
the  throne  of  the  French.  He  wanted  more,  be 
wanted  provinces,  and  vassals,  and  income,  and,  in 
striving  to  retain  them,  lost  all.  Profit,  sir,  by  the 
lessons  of  history:  for  men  and  things  are  the  same 
in  every  age  and  circle  of  the  globe.  Will  you,  sir, 
profit  by  these  reflections?  Will  senators  from  the 
old  states  profit  by  these  reflections,  and  come  to  a 
fair  adjustment  of  this  great  interest,  in  a spirit  of 
brotherly  love  and  generous  magnanimity,  of  which 
we  hear  so  much  and  see  so  little?  If  so,  I lor  one, 
will  promise  them  a pardon  for  the  past,  and  love 
and  confidence  for  the  future.  But,  sir,  I leel  no 
such  consolation.  I feel  that  the  sordid  considera- 
tions of  money — money  which  they  collect  from 
others  than  their  own  constituents — will  be  found 
too  powerful  with  them  for  any  patriotic  sacrifices 
which  would  give  quiet,  peace  and  harmony  to 
every  member  of  the  confederacy.  They  now 
have  the  power  to  prevent  our  emancipation,  and 
they  now  calculate  that  their  strength  will  in- 
crease in  an  equal  ratio  with  ours.  They  cal- 
culate, as  the  west,  the  northwest,  and  the  south 
give  new  states  to  the  union,  that  the  new  states 
will  become  old  in  interest,  and  join  them  as  allies 
in  plundering  the  balance.  Already  they  consider 
Ohio  and  Indiana  as  belonging  to  them.  And  hence 
we  find,  with  the  exceptions  of  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  of  my  friends  from  New 
Hampshire,  and  a few  other  generous,  lofty  spirited 
democrates  from  the  old  states,  who  have  stood  by 
us  heretofore,  and  who  stand  by  us  now,  the  old, 
inveterate,  and  uncompromising  opposition  to  every 
land  measure  desired  by  the  new  states.  And  what 
are  these  measures,  and  why  are  they  opposed? — 
There  are  three  of  them  now  before  us.  The  first, 
the  pre-emption  bill;  the  second,  the  distribution 
bill;  and  the  third,  the  cession  bill. 

The  pre-emption  bill  proposes  to  authorise  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States  to  give  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  provided  he  will  improve  and  culti- 
vate it.  The  friends  of  this  bill  support  it  with  a 
view  of  protectiug  the  labor  of  the  poor  man  against 
wealthy  land  speculators.  They  allege,  and  prove 
it  by  official  documents,  that  land  sold  at  auction, 
and  without  a pre-emption  right,  yields  to  the  go- 
vernment but  two  or  three  cents  an  acre  more  than 
the  pre-emptioner  pays;  and  as  the  loss  to  the  go- 
vernment is  so  trifling,  and  as  protection  to  the  set 
tier  is  so  important  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  state  in 
which  he  resides,  they  urge  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
During  the  last  forty  years,  we  are  told,  and  truly, 
that  several  pre-emption  law’s  have  passed,  but  all 
of  them  retrospective,  and  applicable  only  to  settlers 
on  the  public  land,  at  the  time,  or  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  those  acts.  And  such  bills  of  late  years  have 
been  opposed  on  the  ground,  among  other  reasons, 
of  their  unconstitutionality;  because  it  was  said  to 
be  a law  lacking  uniformity;  because  it  granted 


privileges  only  to  certain  citizens  of  particular  states, 
and  not  to  ail  the  citizens  of  all  the  states.  To  obviate 
this  objection,  and  at  the  same  time  to  save  the 
trouble  ot  constant  applications  for  the  passage  of 
such  laws,  and  to  save  the  time  and  expense  of  con- 
gress in  passing  such  laws,  and,  lastly,  to  obviate 
the  constitutional  scruples  of  veiy  conscientious 
gentlemen,  the  friends  of  the  measure  have  propos- 
ed this  bill,  which  is  of  a prospective  character,  ex- 
tending to  the  citizens  of  all  the  states  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  that  former  pre-emption  laws 
conferred  on  certain  citizens  of  particular  states. — 
With  the  single  exception  of  its  prospective  feature, 
it  is  precisely  the  same  bill  which  has  been  passed 
frequently,  at  different  times,  for  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years. 

This  is  the  pre-emption  bill,  sir.  I have  given 
.you,  in  a few  words,  its  length,  and  depth,  and 
breadth,  and  a few  of  the  reasons  which  influence 
its  friends  to  support  it.-  Its  passage  is  opposed  by 
gentlemen  for  sundry  reasons,  some  of  which  are 
avowed,  and  some  of  them  concealed;  and  by  all  of  its 
opponents  it  is  opposed  for  the  same  reason,  whether 
avowed  or  concealed. 

One  of  the  main  reasons,  though  not  avowed,  for 
opposing  the  pre-emption  bill,  is,  to  prevent  the 
emigration  to,  and  the  settlement  and  improvement 
of,  the  new  states.  The  wealthy  of  the  old  states 
desire  to  retain  their  poor  citizens  among  them  for 
wiiat  they  call  operatives,  (that,  I think,  is  their 
polite  term  fer  the  class  1 allude  to),  for  the  pur- 
pose of  w'oiking  on  their  farms  and  in  their  shops 
and  factories;  and,  by  so  doing,  to  keep  down  the 
price  of  labor  by  increasing  the  demand  lor  employ- 
ment. They  oppose  it  because  they  imagine  that 
such  a bill  is  calculated  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
land  in  the  new  states,  and  in  that  reduction  they 
imagine  emigration  will  be  successfully  encourag- 
ed; that  the  poor  will  then  become  elevated  in  con- 
dition, that  laborers  will  become  scarce  among  them; 
that  the  price  of  labor  will  increase,  and  that  by 
such  a process  the  value  of  their  real  estate  will  be 
affected  and  diminished.  This  wealthy  class  have 
now,  as  they  ever  had,  their  representatives  in  this 
chamber. 

The  politicians  of  the  old  states,  (always  excepting 
my  democratic  friends  I have  before  alined  to),  op- 
pose this  bill  because  they  are  jealous  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  new  states,  and  fear  a loss  of  political 
power  and  consequence;  and,  therefore,  considering 
this  bill,  as  they  do,  as  a temptation  to  emigration, 
and  as  leading  to  a loss  of  political  power,  they  op- 
pose it.  To  keep  these  people  on  their  muster-roll, 
that  they  may  be  counted  in  the  census,  they 
would  sooner  see  them  in  poverty,  rags  and  misery 
in  their  country,  than  rich,  happy  and  prosperous 
in  ours.  Their  reasons  for  opposing  this  bill  are  well 
understood  in  the  new  states,  and,  thank  God,  pro- 
perly appreciated.  This  is  not  all.  The  old  states 
want  the  land  in  the  new  to  bring  the  highest  pos- 
sible price,  that  they  ipay  have  annually  more  mo- 
ney packed  over  the  mountains,  to  be  spent  among 
them  on  their  wharves,  light  houses,  bouys  and 
breakwaters,  and  the  Lord  knows  what.  Not  satis- 
fied in  pla.  ing  on  our  shoulders  a protective  tariff 
oil  the  necessaries  of  lile  for  their  benefit,  we  must 
also  be  saddled  with  a high  land  tariff,  a sort  of  Eng- 
lish corn  law,  that  they  may  thrive  and  fatten  at  our 
expense;  and,  most  generous  souls!  when  they  were 
kind  enough  to  modify  the  tariff  in  1832  to  save  the 
union,  a reduction  at  that  time,  of  the  land  revenue 
never  entered  into  their  imaginations,  no,  never. 
These,  Mr.  President,  are  some  of  the  concealed 
reasons  for  opposing  (he  pre-emption  bill.  I will 
now  consider  a few  of  those  which  have  been  avow- 
ed. 

The  senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Man- 
gum),  objects  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  because,  he 
says,  pre  emptioners  are  an  unworthy  class,  a law- 
less banditti!  His  idea  of  Ihe  settlers  upon  the  public 
lands  in  the  new  states  is,  that  they  are  a sort  of  N. 
Carolina  blue  beards,  who  are  ragged,  dirty,  brawl- 
ing, browbeating  monsters,  six  feet  high,  whose 
vocation  is  robbing,  drinking,  fighting  and  terrify- 
ing every  peaceable  man  in  the  community. 

[Mr.  Mangum  here  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he 
referred  to  aliens.] 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  had  not  so  understood  the 
senator;  but  no  matter,  they  are  all  God’s  creatures, 
and  a portion  of  them  are  his  constituents.  This  is 
the  idea  he  has  of  them.  But  now,  sir,  no  descrip- 
tion on  earth  is  further*  from  the  truth  than  the  one 
he  has  given  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  the  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  lands  constitute  the  best  part 
of  the  population  of  all  the  new  states,  and  that  is 
saying  a good  deal  for  them.  It  is  saying  that  they 
constitute  the  best  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  is  saying  a good  deal  for 
them.  Sir,  [ never  was  in  Europe,  and  never  intend 
to  be,  and  therefore  am  unable  to  contrast  the  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  lands  with  the  better  part  of  the 


population  of  the  old  world.  But.  sir,  I have  been 
in  North  Carolina.  I was  born  and  lived  in  sight  of 
Buncombe;  from  the  door  of  the  house  of  my  nati- 
vity, though  in  a different  state,  I could  look  out 
and  see  the  high  blue  mountains  of  that  celebrated 
county.  I knew,  in  the  early  years  of  my  life,  many 
of  its  inhabitants.  I have  since  been  in  Wilming- 
ton, the  seaport  city  of  that  slate,  and  have  travelled 
through  tile  turpentine  region,  which  I understand 
is  the  best  part  of  the  state;  I have  met  with  her  ci- 
tizens at  home  and  abroad,  and  most  willingly  bear 
testimony  to  their  worth  and  virtues.  And  yet,  sir, 
I assure  the  senator  that  1 should  not  blush  or  dread 
a comparison  of  my  constituents  upon  the  public 
lands  with  the  best  his  state  offers  by  any  standard 
of  virtue,  intelligence  or  worth,  which  he  or  others 
could  suggest.  I have  heard  a great  deal  said  about 
the  settlers  upon  the  public  lands.  This  is  not  all. 
I have  seen  written  descriptions  of  the  emigrants  to 
the  new  states,  and  only  the  other  day  I met  with  a 
description  of  them  which  will,  I dare  say,  whether 
he  considers  it  poetry  or  prose,  afford  him  some 
amusement,  if  not  instruction.  The  extract  is  taken 
from  Hall’s  Magazine,  He  says: 

‘ First  in  order,  as  he  is  always  first  when  specu- 
lation is  concerned,  comes  the  hardy,  enterprising 
New  Englander.  Of  all  the  emigrants  to  the  west. 
Brother  Jonathan  alone  knows  where  he  is  going  to, 
the  cheapest  mode  of  travel,  and  what  he  is  going 
to  do  when  he  gets  there;  he  alone  has  read  Ihe  pre- 
emption laws,  and  knows  what  sum  he  must  take 
with  him,  or  notions  in  the  way  of  trade,  to  secure  a 
home  in  the  wilderness.  Already,  before  he  gets 
there,  he  converses  fluently  about  ranges,  townships 
and  sections,  has  ascertained  the  number  of  acres  in 
each  subdivision,  the  amount  reserved  for  schools, 
and  is  ready  on  his  arrival  to  avail  himself  of  his 
new  position.”  * * 

“Behind  the  rest,  some  distance  in  the  rear,  come 
the  lonesome-looking  couple  from  old  North  Caro- 
lina. They  had  evidently,  from  their  appearance, 
ventured  their  all,  such  as  it  was,  upon  the  enter- 
prise. An  old  one-hoise  tumbril,  with  two  high 
creaking  wheels,  and  an  old  store  box  for  a body, 
drawn  by  a lean  pony  of  the  preceding  generation, 
constituted  their  mode  of  conveyance.  A bed,  a 
spinning  wheel,  a pair  of  cards,  a bag  of  dyestuff, 
and  a few  hanks  of  copperas-colored  cotton,  with 
six  sickly-looking  children,  made  up  their  stock  in 
trade.  As  they  moved  slowly  along,  the  man  walk- 
ing before  and  the  wife  behind  the  tumbril,  their 
lean  pony  occasionally  stopping  to  crop  the  tall 
grass  which  stood  by  the  way,  it  was  evident  to  all 
who  saw  them  that  they  had  long  since  arrived  at 
that  term  of  life  which  the  magistrate  alluded  to, 
who  married  them,  when  he  said  'better  for  worse.  ’ ” 

Well,  now,  sir,  if  the  senator  is  ashamed  of  his 
old  neighbors  and  friends,  who  probably  have  stood 
by  him  in  many  a hard  fought  political  battle,  I 
assure  the  senator  that  I am  not.  They  are  a good 
sort  of  people,  and  I wish  we  had  more  of  them 
among  us.  I had  expected  the  senator  would  back 
these  friends  of  his,  and  do  something  for  them,  give 
them  at  least  a pre-emption,  if  not  a donation  of 
land,  to  support  the  wife  and  the  poor  little  sickly 
creatures,  as  well  as  the  lean  but  faithful  pony.  But 
it  seems  that  I have  mistaken  the  inan,  and  I am 
sorry  for  it. 

The  senator  objects  to  this  bill  for  another  reason. 
He  says  that  this  bill  allow's  more  than  one  pre- 
emption. Well,  suppose  it  did.  Suppose  it  allow- 
ed the  settler  to  pay  for  every  place  he  found  vacant 
and  unimproved,  on  which  he  should  build  a hjbita- 
tion  and  cultivate;  is  there  any  very  great  outrage  in 
that?  If  a poor  man  settles  upon,  improves  and  pays 
for  one  tract  of  land,  and  he  should  afterwards  sell 
it,  what  harm  is  there  in  letting  him  settle  and  im- 
prove, and  pay  for  another  quarter  section  of  land? 

I can  well  imagine  it  might  be  to  his  advantage  to 
pursue  such  a course;  I can  well  imagine  tiiere 
might  be  cases  where  it  might  require,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  emigrant  from  North  Carolina  I have  al- 
ready referred  to,  some  two  or  three  removals  before 
he  would  find  himself  in  a condition  to  stick  com- 
fortably. Such  an  indulgence  is  calculated  to  en- 
courage industry  and  enterprise,  and  to  improve  both 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  settler;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  get  rid,  foi  a valuable  consideration, 
of  that  most  odious  of  all  monopolies,  a monopoly  of 
the  public  land  by  the  great  non-tax-pa ying  pow- 
er, the  general  government.  I think  such  indul- 
gence right  and  proper.  But  the  senate  think  other- 
wise, and  have  already  obviated  the  senator’s  objec- 
tion. He  is  violently  opposed  to  any  such  indul- 
gence, He  says  one  of  our  w estern  hunters  can 
travel  without  difficulty  the  whole  of'  our  frontier, 
from  the  St.  Peter’s  to  the  Kiamichie  or  Red  river, 
and  be  able  to  select,  and  to  squat  upon  and  locate, 
the  very  best  tract  of  land  on  the  w'hole  route — • 
What  unparalleled  monstrosity!  He  would  not  per- 
mit such  a fellow,  with  his  flap  and  leggins  on,  to 
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have  a tract  of  land,  even  if  lie  could  sell  bpar  meat 
and  peltries  enough  to  pay  for  it.  No;  not  he.  He 
would  not  even  permit  him  to  camp  upon  the  public 
lands  fora  single  night,  lest  such  abomination  would 
pollute  even  the  soil  itself  on  which  he  slept.  He 
would  remove  him  forthwith  from  the  public  lands. 
Not,  however,  with  the  militia.  Oh,  no,  sir.  Mr. 
Poinsett,  you  know,  Mr.  President,  gave  us  some 
trouble  about  the  militia  bill,  of  which,  perhaps,  the 
honorable  senator  has  heard  something,  and  the  se- 
nator is  rather  too  smart  to  be  caught  tinkering  with 
men  in  uniform.  He  would  send  a constable  to  re- 
move him  with  his  warrant  and  staff  of  office! — 
Would  his  constable  succeed?  Oh,  yes,  quite  like- 
ly— quite  likely,  sir.  Friendly  persuasion  often  ef- 
fects what  force  would  fail  to  accomplish;  and  it  has 
been  said  that  a poor  man,  in  any  extremities,  when 
forsaken  by  the  world,  can  safely  count  upon  two 
friends,  two  inseparable  companions,  that  will  never 
desert  him— his  dog  is  one,  and  the  constable  i3  the 
other. 

The  senator  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hunting- 
ton)  also  objects  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  He 
cannot  bear  the  idea  of  a poor  man  having  the  privi- 
lege of  entering  by  pre-emption  a hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  rich  land;  because  the  brute  rnay  have  the 
audacity  to  select  a spot  of  land  where  there  may  be 
water  privileges!  Water  privileges!  Why,  sir,  he 
loses  the  equanimity  of  his  temper  at  the  thought 
that  a poor  devil  may  slake  his  thirst  by  drinking 
from  a spring  of  pure  vvaler,  or  of  having  a tub-mill 
to  grind  meal  for  his  family.  Water  privileges!  I 
have  heard  of  (his  objection  before,  but  never  heard 
of  it  without  feeling  as  though  I had  swallowed  a 
dose  of  tartar  emetic  or  ipecacuanna.  All  the  sena- 
tors who  oppose  this  bill  represent  it  as  a revival  of 
tile  credit  system.  Yes,  sir,  credit  system!  and  upon 
that  hypothesis  they  have  favored  us  with  some 
learned  discourses  upon  the  evils  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem. Sir,  when  I heard  the  eloquent  harangues 
coming  from  a certain  quarterof  (his  chamber,  I felt 
something  like  the  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Ci.ay)  did,  on  his  return  from  Richmond  a year  or 
so  ago;  when  he  wished  to  express  his  surprise  at 
something  he  heard  in  this  chamber,  he  exclaimed, 
“where  am  I,  Mr.  President?  Am  I in  the  senate 
chamber,  or  not?  Do  I see  you,  Mr.  President,  or 
not?  Is  that  the  chandelier  I see  there,  or  not?  Is 
that  the  picture  of  the  father  of  his  country  which  I 
see  suspended  over  you,  or  not?”  He  could  not 
have  been  more  surprised  on  that  occasion  than  I 
have  been  at  the  philippics  and  tirades  of  certain 
honorable  senators  against  the  credii  system — some 
of  them  the  advocates  of  the  reception,  for  dues  to 
the  government,  of  the  paper  of  broken,  suspended 
and  non-specie-paying  banks — and  all  of  them  the 
advocates  of  depositing  the  revenues  of  the  general 
government  with  the  states!  The  credit  system, 
indeed!  Sir,  all  their  fears  are  without  foundation. 
We  propose  to  sell  no  land  by  this  bill,  or  any  other, 
upon  credit.  We  do  not  propose  to  part  from  our 
land  without  the  cash.  It  is  true,  we  propose  to  de- 
lay the  sales  of  the  lands,  to  which  there  are  pre- 
emption claims,  for  twelve  months,  except  it  should 
be  thought  advisable  (o  sell  the  land  at  an  earlier 
day;  and  of  that  matter  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  the  sole  judge;  and  whenever  it  is  sold,  the 
cash  must  come.  It  is  merely  a question  between 
March  and  May,  and  June  and  September.  The 
pre-emption  bill  may  hasten,  hut,  in  no  event,  can 
it  retard  the  sales;  and  whenever  it  is  sold,  to-day, 
to-morrow,  six  or  twelve  months  hence,  the  money 
must  be  paid  down  or  the  claim  is  forfeited,  and  is 
subject  to  be  sold  to  any  one  who  will  buy  it. 

Another  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  is, 
that  settlers  upon  the  unsurveyed  lands  are  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  residing  upon  the 
surveyed  lands.  These  settlers  have  always  been 
upon  an  equality,  and  they  ought  to  be  upon  an 
equality.  If  the  lands  are  not  surveyed,  it  is  our 
fault,  and  no  fault  of  theirs;  and'if  you  are  determin- 
ed to  ci  ipple  our  states  in  this  manner,  you  have 
only  to  refuse,  as  you  have  the  power  to  do,  to  pass 
the  appropriations  to  carry  on  the  public  surveys, 
and  you  accomplish  your  purpose.  You  survey 
when  and  where  you  please,  and  are  not  more  in  the 
habit  of  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  settlers  upon 
this  than  upon  any  other  question — that  is  to  say, 
sir,  they  are  never  consulted  by  you  upon  any  sub- 
ject. 

Sir,  I do  not  desire  to  be  tedious,  and  must  now 
pass  on  to  the  other  bills  under  consideration,  which 
are  offered  a9  substitutes  for  the  original  bill.  The 
next  bill  in  order  is  the  distribution  bill.  Well,  sir, 
I am  not  going  to  discuss  this  bill  at  this  time,  if  I 
ever  do.  I made  a speech  against  such  a proposi- 
tion twelve  months  ago,  and  am  not  disposed  to  re- 
peat now  what  I said  on  that  occasion;  and  especi- 
ally as  I have  been  anticipated  by  the  senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton).  He,  sir,  for  this  session 
»t  least,  has  given  (his  bill  ils  death  blow;  it  has 


fallen  dead  under  his  herculean  blows;  he  has  de- 
molished it,  killed  it,  murdered  it;  and  I have  no 
disposition  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  senate  in 
mangling  the  carcass  of  the  deceased. 

I was  glad,  howmver,  to  find,  from  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pkeston)  intended  to  vote  against  the  distri- 
bution bill,  because  he  considered  it  inexpedient  and 
unconstitutional.  There  is  some  consolation  in  this, 
sir;  for  at  a future  day  we  may  need  his  services  in 
resisting  the  passage  of  this  identical  bill. 

The  next  bill  which  is  proposed  as  a substitute  is 
(he  cession  bill.  This  bill  proposes  to  cede  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie,  on  certain 
conditions.  Taking  the  cession  as  qualified  by  the 
conditions,  it  amounts  to  little  more  if  any  thing 
than  a transfer  of  the  management  from  the  national 
to  the  state  governments.  The  lands  are  now  ma- 
naged by  the  general  government,  and  at  its  sole  ex- 
pense; and  if  this  bill  passes,  the  lands  hereafter  will 
be  managed  by  the  states  respectively  in  which  the 
lands  lie,  and  at  their  exclusive  expense.  And,  as 
an  indemnity  to  those  states  for  their  trouble  and 
expense  in  managing  (his  great  interest,  and  as  a 
consideration  for  the  surrender  of  the  five  per  cent, 
on  the  sales  of  lands  in  their  limits,  hereafter  accru- 
ing, to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  terms  of  their 
admission  into  the  union,  the  bill  proposes  to  give 
to  the  states  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  land.  This  is  the  bill — a 
bill  which  has  been  most  falsely  characterised  as  a 
bill  to  give  away  the  public  lands.  It  is  my  favorite 
bill,  because  it  embraces  the  cession  clause,  by 
which  we  get  the  heavy,  crushing,  federal  foot  from 
off  of  our  necks,  and  because  it  puts  it  beyond  the 
power  of  a future  congress  to  raise  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  as  a future  congress  will  do  if  the 
growing  avarice  of  the  old  states  should  continue  to 
increase,  arid  they  should  have  the  power  to  accom- 
plish it. 

It  is  my  favorite  bill  for  other  reasons.  It  em- 
braces the  pre-emption  and  graduation  clauses.  Of 
the  former  of  these  propositions  I have  already 
spoken;  and  of  the  latter  I have  but  a word  or  so  to 
say,  a=  the  subject  of  graduation  is  familiar  to  every 
senator;  and  what  I propose  saying  is  elicited  by  a 
remark  made  the  other  day  by  the  senator  from  N. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Mangum).  He  opposes  thegradua-' 
tion  principle,  because,  in  the  course  of  time,  the 
refuse  lands  may  bring  a dollar  and  a quarter  an 
acre,  and,  therefore,  he  is  unwilling  for  the  govern- 
ment to  make  such  a sacrifice.  He  states,  as  a 
justification  for  his  argument,  what  is  doubtless  cor- 
rect, that  in  1836  the  public  lands  had  brought  a 
great  deal  more  than  what  they  had  been  estimated 
at  in  1828.  No  doubt  of  it;  and  what  was  it  that  did 
not  bring  a great  deal  more  in  1836  than  it  did  in 
182S?  Will  the  senator  select  that  year  as  the  pro- 
per lime  to  test  the  value  of  land,  or  any  thing  else, 
in  either  old  or  new  states?  Does  he  not  know  that 
the  inflated  prices  of  land,  apd  every  thing  else,  in 
1836.  broke  the  banks,  merchants  and  traders,  and 
the  United  Slates,  if  not  the  world?  Most  certainly. 

I should  select  any  other  than  1S36  as  the  proper 
time  to  estimate  the  true  value  of  any  thing.  Where 
is  the  old  state  that  has  refuse  lands  to  dispose  of 
that  holds  them  up  to  any  thing  like  the  prices  (o 
which  you  hold  up  the  refuse  lands  in  the  new 
states?  Nowhere,  sir.  No  legislature  of  any  state 
in  this  union  would  dare  pursue  such  a policy;  nor 
would  any  senator  here,  with  all  his  feigned  inde- 
pendence, dare  to  pursue  such  a policy,  were  they 
but  within  (lie  reach  of  the  citizens  of  the  new 
states.  They  pursue  towards  (he  new  states,  who 
are  not  their  immediate  constituents,  a course  of  po- 
licy they  dare  not  adopt  in  regard  lo  their  own 
states.  What  a commentary  upon  that  good  old 
rule  of  “doing  as  you  would  be  done  by  !” 

My  friend  from  South  Carobna  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
lias  shown  conclusively,  I think,  that  the  intrinsic 
value  of  land,  or  any  thing  else,  is  six  per  cent,  upon 
the  sum  it  yields  annually.  He  has  thrown  over 
this  subject  such  a blaze  of  light  as  lo  carry  convic- 
tion, I think,  to  every  unprejudiced  heart.  He  has 
shown,  by  an  unanswerable  argument,  that  it  is  bet- 
ter for  the  government  to  receive  speedily  a moderate 
price  for  their  properly  than  to  hold  on  to  it  for  a 
great  series  of  years,  with  the  view  of  getting  an  en- 
hanced pi  ice  for  it;  and  yet,  with  these  convictions, 
without  even  the  flimsy  apology  of  subserving  the 
financial  interest  of  the  United  States,  we  find  se- 
nators moving  heaven  and  earth  to  keep  quantities 
of  the  inferior  lands  out  of  market,  by  holding  up 
the  price  beyond  their  value.  Why  is  it,  then,  that 
such  a course  is  pursued?  The  answer  is  obvious. 
It  is  to  prevent  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 
the  new  states,  and  lo  prevent  them  from  raising  a 
revenue  by  taxation  upon  their  lands.  Sir,  if  1 he 
United  Slates,  the  great  land  monopolist,  like  every 
honest  land  holder  in  the  state,  were  to  pay  the  state 
taxes  upon  their  lands,  we  should  have  far  less 


grounds  of  complaint.  The  government  pays  no 
taxes,  nor  will  she  suffer  the  lands  to  be  sold  at  a 
fair  price,  that  somebody  may  be  induced  to  pur- 
chase them,  by  which  the  states  in  which  they  lie 
may,  by  taxing  them,  receive  a small  revenue  to 
support  the  state  governments. 

The  friends  of  this  hill  anticipate  many  beneficial 
results  from  its  passage.  The  reasons  which  influ- 
enced the  committee  in  reporting  this  bill,  and  I lie 
reasons  which  influenced  the  author^  it  to  offer  it 
to  our  consideralion,  have  been  presented  to  the  se- 
nate. I shall  not  repeat  or  dwell  upon  them.  The 
views  of  the  committee,  and  of  the  author  of  the 
bill,  are  met  and  opposed  by  the  adversaries  of  the 
measure. 

They  oppose  the  bill,  in  the  first  place,  with  an 
exaggeration  of  the  quantity  of  land  subject  to  its 
provisions.  The  true  quanlity  ( i f there  be  any  truth 
in  our  official  documents)  in  all  of  the  new  states, 
which  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  cession  bill, 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  millions  of  acres. — 
Some  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill  represent  the 
quantity,  I think,  to  be  ten  hundred  millions  of 
acres!  Now,  sir,  1 care  but  little  what  the  quantity 
may  be;  our  arguments  apply  to  the  principle,  and 
not  to  the  number  of  acres.  I should  not,  therefore, 
notice  this  bombast  a!  all,  but  that  I wish  to  disa- 
buse the  public  mind  as  to  the  extent  of  our  posses- 
sions. 

Where  do  we  find  these  immense  possessions, 
amounting,  in  acres,  lo  numbers  which  1 have  not 
mathematical  skill  to  compute?  I have  no  objec- 
tions to  go  on  a trip  of  pleasure  with  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  ("Mr.  Preston)  to  the  peaks 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  on  whose  elevation  he 
perched  himself,  to  be  able  to  begin  to  form  some 
idea  of  our  countless  acres.  Where  are  they?  Are 
they  there?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  all  the  coun- 
try west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  south  of  the 
Missouri  river,  and  east,  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  is 
held  in  fee  by  a [latent  from  the  president,  hr  the  In- 
dian tribes,  and  by  treaty  with  Mexico  or  Texas? — 
Do  we  not  all  know  that  the  angle  of  country  form- 
ed by  the  Missouri  river,  Iowa  and  the  Canada  line, 
is  either  held  in  like  manner  by  Indian  Iribes.  or 
else  is  totally  uninhabitable?  Do  we  not  also  know 
that  all  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains  is 
held  by  Indians,  and  is  claimed,  though  unjustly,  by 
a foreign  power,  and  that  we  have  not  to  this  day 
had  nerve  enough  to  wrest  it  from  him?  We  all 
know  these  things,  and  yet  they  would  have  us  and 
the  world  believe  we  have  as  many  acres  of  land  as 
there  are  grains  of  sand  along  the  sea  shore. 

The  adversaries  of  this  bill  also  exaggerate  the 
benefits  it  proposes  to  confer  on  the  states.  The 
senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston)  stales 
that  my  state  (yes,  sir,  he  has  done  her  the  honor  lo 
select  her  for  his  illustration ) will,  by  the  provisions 
of  (he  cpssion  bill,  receive  forty  millions  of  acres  of 
land!  Has  the  senator  ever  read  the  bill?  I doubt 
it;  lor  if  he  had,  I ain  satisfied  he  would  never  have 
made  such  a statement  in  the  face  of  the  seriate.  I 
have  already  shown  that,  in  consideration  ofthe  sur- 
render of  tier  five  per  cent,  to  which  she  is  now  en- 
titled, and  for  the  trouble  and  expense  of  managing 
and  selling  the  public  lands,  the  bill  proposes  to 
give  her  thirty-five  per  cent,  and  no  more,  and  not 
the  whole  of  it,  as  the  senator  argues.  The  senator 
also  misstates  the  quantity  of  public  land  in  1 hat 
stale.  It  is  a little  over  thirty  instead  of  forty  mil- 
lions. This  thirty-five  per  cent,  it  will  be  observed, 
she  is  to  receive  gradually  throughout  the  period  of 
eighty  years,  and  from  sales  of  land  in  her  own  li- 
mits ol  her  own  citizens;  but,  when  she  defrays  the 
annual  expenses  of  managing  and  settling  this  land, 
by  paying  surveyors  and  land  officers  and  all  (hat, 
and  when  she  has  had  deducted  her  five  per  cent, 
which  she  now  receives,  and  which  she  is  entitled 
lo  receive,  in  virtue  of  her  compact  of  admission 
into  the  union,  without  expense,  she  will  have  re- 
maining out  of  her  thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  the 
gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  which  the  bill  proposes 
to  give  her,  a trifling  stun,  not  worth  a week’s  de- 
bate in  the  senate,  so  far  as  money  is  concerned  — 
Sir,  I think,  it  this  bill  be  liable  to  objection,  so  far 
as  money  considerations  are  involved,  Ihe  bill  gives 
her  too  little  instead  of  too  much.  But  I am  willing, 
as  one  of  her  representatives  to  receive  it,  in  order 
to  get  Ibis  land  question  finally  disposed  of. 

The  senator'  also  opposes  this  hill  because  it  vio- 
lates the  terms  of  the  compact  with  Virginia  and 
Connecticut.  He  tells  us  these  states  ceiled  their 
lands  to  the  United  States  to  be  “disposed  of”  lor 
tire  common  benefit.  1 have  read  the  Virginia  com- 
pact the  senator  refers  to,  but  not  lately.  As  his 
objection  seems  to  be  founded  on  the  words  “dis- 
posed of”  as  being  incompatible  will)  Ihe  word 
“cede”  as  used  in  the  bill,  1 hope  the  author  of  Ihe 
bill  w ill  accommodate  the  gentleman,  as  I think  he 
can  rlo  with  propriety,  by  substituting  in  the  bill  the 
words  “ disposed  of”  for  the  word  “cede.”  Either 
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terra  I fancy  will  be  acceptable  to  the  friends  of  the 
measure.  The  senator  tells  us  that  the  leading  and 
only  object  of  those  two  states,  in  making  the  ces- 
sion, was  money.  Well,  sir,  Connecticut  at  least 
has  long  since  received,  for  what  was  at  best  a doubt- 
ful claim,  an  ample  consideration  for  all  she  ceded. 
The  objects  of  these  grants  being  money, as  we  are 
now  informed,  he  argues  that  these  lands  cannot  pro- 
perly be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit,  for  any 
thing  else,  This  construction  I consider  rather  too 
restricted.  Congress,  I apprehend,  can  dispose  of 
these  lands  for  other  things  than  money,  provided  it 
be  for  the  common  benefit  Congress  certainly  have 
often  exercised  such  a disposition  of  them,  and  pro- 
bably will  do  it  again.  There  is  no  stipulation  in 
the  compact,  that  I am  aware  of,  requiring  those 
lands  to  be  sold  at  a certain  price  per  acre,  nor  any 
stipulation  prohibiting  congress  from  selling  those 
lands  at  a price  less  than  one  dollar  and  a quarter  an 
acre.  They  have  full  power  over  the  subject,  and 
can  sell  on  what  terms  they  choose,  and  either  to 
individuals  or  to  states.  1 know  of  nothing  to  the 
contrary.  But  whatever  force  there  may  be  in  the 
senator’s  objections,  they  do  not  apply  to  this  bill, 
because  it  goes  on  the  ground  that  the  lands  shall  be 
sold  for  cash,  and  upon  the  further  ground  that  the 
money  accruing  under  its  provisions  shall  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury  for  the  common  benefit. 

The  senator  objects,  further,  to  this  bill  because 
it  establishes,  as  he  alleges,  the  relationship  of  debtor 
and  creditor  between  the  national  and  state  govern- 
ments. I am  against  any  such  relationship;  and  if 
there  be  any  such  obscurity  in  the  hill  on  this  point, 

I hope  the  author  of  it  will  modify  it  by  making  it 
the  duty  of  every  purchaser  of  land  to  disposite  the 
sixty-five  per  cent,  the  portion  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney coming  to  the  U.  States,  with  the  proper  person 
to  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  I do  not  desire, 
notwithstanding  my  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
the  states,  for  a dollar  of  federal  money  to  he  placed, 
even  temporarily,  in  the  treasuries  of  the  states. 
Let  the  bill  be  so  modified,  if  it  requires  such  mo- 
dification, and  then,  sir,  all  the  evils  the  senator  has 
so  eloquently  painted,  resulting  from  such  a con- 
nexion, will  be  avoided,  and  here  is  an  end  to  that 
chapter. 

The  next  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  is 
changing  our  most  admirable  land  system — and  that 
is  monstrous!  Will  you  change  a system,  they  ask, 
which  has  operated  so  happily  for  forty  years?  Be- 
hold Ohio  and  J ndiana!  See  what  magnificent  com- 
munities have  grown  up  under  our  most  admirable 
land  system!  Yes,  sir,  Ohio  and  Indiana  have  grown 
up  with  surprising  rapidity,  and  so  has  Russia  under 
the  edicts  ol  her  absolute  emperors,  and  that,  too, 
without  the  magical  benefits  ot  our  admirable  land 
system!  Has  our  land  system  produced  the  growth 
of  either  Ohio  or  Indiana?  No,  sir;  far  from  it. 
They  urauld  be  better  off  if  you  had  neither  lands 
nor  land  systems  in  the  limits  ofeither.  And  have  we 
not  changed  our  land  system  frequently?  We  have 
changpd  it,  in  reducing  the  quantity  of  land  authoris- 
ed to  be  sold.  We  have  changed  it  from  a credit  to  a 
cash  system.  We  have  changed  it,  by  reducing  the 
price  from  two  dollars  to  a dollar  and  a quarter  an 
acre.  The  distribution  bill,  which  those  gentlemen 
advocate,  is  a proposition  to  change  the  land  system 
And  have  any  of  these  changes  checked  the  growth 
of  Ohio  or  Indiana?  No,  sir.  They  have  gone  stea- 
dily onward — and  would  have  done  so  if  they  had 
never  heard  of  any  ol  your  land  systems.  Other 
slates,  old  states,  all  things  considered,  have  grown 
up  as  rapidly  as  Ohio  and  Indiana,  where  your  land 
system  never  had  a location  or  an  existence.  We 
should  act  with  childish  superstition  to  refuse  to 
make  any  alterations  in  our  system,  which  experi- 
ence, or  the  wants  of  the  comuunity,  or  the  condi- 
tion of  things,  might  point  out  or  suggest.  And 
pray,  sir,  how  long  since  is  it  that  those  gentlemen 
manifested  such  a horror  at  change?  Change,  change, 
I had  thought,  was  their  war  cry.  I had  thought 
every  thing  was  to  be  changed,  Irom  head  to  foot! 

I had  thought  every  thing  was  to  be  changed — that 
commerce  was  to  be  revived — that  money  was  to  be 
good  and  plenty — that  poverty  and  hard  times  were 
no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  land — and,  in  short, 
that  we  were  to  have  a glorioussummer  of  unbroken 
piosperily!  And  do  these  great  reformers,  that  were 
to  change  every  thing,  expect,  now  that  they  have 
expelled  the  incumbents  from  office,  and  are  about 
to  seat  themselves  snugly  in  their*-  places,  to  forget 
their  pledges,  and  sil  quietly  down  at  their  ease? 
If  they  dream  of  such  comfort  and  composure,  they 
will  find  themselves  sadly  mistaken.  They  must 
let  off  their  thirty  pounders,  if  they  have  any;  they 
must  bring  forward,  and  cany  it  too,  some  great  and 
striking  measure,  as  they  have  promised,  or  they 
will  be  laughed  into  scorn,  ridicule  and  contempt. 
It  they  fail  in  all  this,  their  days  are  numbered.  If 
such  logic  as  this  could  have  deterred  our  bold  and 
iron -nerved  ancestors  (and  it  was  preached  by  a 


celebrated  party  of  that  day)  from  changing  the 
whole  government,  we  should  now,  sir,  be  the  humble 
subjects  of  her  majesty,  and  not  the  independent  re- 
presentatives of  twenty- six  states  and  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  freemen.  I hope  some  of  us,  at  least,  have 
inherited  a portion  of  the  inquisitive  virtues  ol  our 
fathers,  and  have  courage  enough  to  look  things  in 
the  face  as  they  are,  and  not  be  frightened  to  death 
by  sounds  and  empty'  shadows.  1 admit  that  every 
change  is  not  an  improvement,  and  fear  that  the 
late  change  of  our  president  is  of  this  character. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  tells  us 
that  all  these  land  projects  are  traps  to  catch  votes; 
and  he  appeals  to  the  result  of  the  late  election  as 
an  evidence  to  show  that  they  had  failed  in  their  ob- 
ject. In  the  north,  generally,  I doubt  if  any  candi- 
date wmuld  obtain  their  suffrages  who  was  not  con- 
sidered friendly  to  a protective  tariff.  In  the  south, 
notwithstanding  the  result  of  the  late  election,  I 
doubt  if  any  candidate  could  obtain  their  suffrages 
who  was  known  to  be  in  favor  of  emancipating  their 
slaves;  and  I believe,  in  the  new  states,  that  no 
candidate  could  obtain  their  suffrages  who  was 
known  to  be  against  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  and  pre-emption  rights,  or  other  land 
measures  or  substitutes  which  would  confer  equal 
benefits  upon  that  section  of  the  country.  And  how 
was  it  in  the  case  of  the  late  election  in  that  quar- 
ter? Was  not  every  stump  worn  smooth  by  whig 
orators  in  trying  to  convince  the  people  that  general 
Harrison  was  the  real  friend  of  the  west?  Did  they 
not  show,  from  a history  of  his  public  life,  that  he 
had  always  voted  for  both  pre-emption  and  gradua- 
tion bills?  Did  they  not  also  show  that  his  competi- 
tor had,  so  late  as  1 82S,  voted  against  these  mea- 
sures? Did  they  not  tell  us  that  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
professions  of  friendship  for  those  measures,  as  con- 
tained in  his  messages,  were  hypocritical,  and  that 
they  were  of  too  modern  origin  for  evidence,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  relied  upon?  I can  appeal, 

I think,  with  safety,  to  every'  western  senator  as  a 
witness  to  the  truth  of  this  statement.  Sir,  general 
Harrison  obtained  the  votes  in  the  west  for  other 
reasons,  doubtless  hot  mainly  because  he  was  friendly 
to  these  measures.  And  popular  in  that  quarter  as 
he  has  proved  himself  to  be,  he  never  would  have 
gotten  their  votes  if  his  hostility  to  those  measures 
had  been  even  suspected. 

Mr.  President,  1 have  dwelt  longer  than  I had 
intended  upon  this  great  question,  and  have,  before 
1 conclude,  but  a single  remark  to  make  and  that  is, 
that  public  sentiment  in  the  new  states  requires  a 
change  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  and, 
sooner  or  later,  public  sentiment  in  that  quarter  will 
have  it  done.  On  this  subject  there  is  a collected 
moral  force  which  cannot  and  will  not  be  success- 
fully resisted.  And  is  it  not  your  duty  to  respect  this 
public  opinion?  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  promote 
the  peace  and  happiness,  whether  it  be  disturbed  by 
real  or  imaginary  causes,  of  every  member  of  our 
union?  And,  in  accomplishing  so  high  and  so  no- 
ble a purpose,  does  it  become  us  to  stand  out  upon 
mere  trifles?  What  are  a few  dollars,  more  or  less, 
to  the  national  treasury,  in  comparison  to  such  high 
and  absorbing  considerations?  And,  after  all,  is  it 
not  our  duty7,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  make  every  citi- 
zen of  every  state  a freeholder — an  independent  and 
happy  man?  What  spectacle  is  there  so  pleasing  to 
a virtuous  and  feeling  heart! 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  10.  Mr.  Hubbard,  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  journal;  which  w as  agreed 
to. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives informing  the  senate  that  the  house  was 
ready  on  its  pari  to  leceive  the  senate,  and  proceed 
to  open  the  certificates  and  count  the  votes  of  the 
electors  for  president  and  vice  president  of  (he 
U nited  State3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Alter  the  votes  had  been  duly  counted,  the  sena- 
tors proceeded  to  the  senate  chamber,  where  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That,  a committee  of  one  member  of  the 
senate  be  appointed  by  this  body  to  join  a committee 
of  two  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  house,  to  wait  on  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, of  Ohio,  and  to  notify  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  president  of  the  United  Slates  for  four  years, 
commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

Mr.  Preslon  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
senate. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  senate  do  cause 
John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  to  be  notified  that  he  has  been 
duly  elected  vice  president  of  the  United  States  for 
four  yeais,  commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1341. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a com- 
munication from  the  war  department  furnishing  in- 


formation from  the  colonel  of  ordnance  in  relation 
to  the  national  armories. 

Mr.  Linn,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  appoint 
trustees  for  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  iund. 
And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  11.  Mr.  Tnppan  presented  a memorial 
from  numerous  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  that  the 
seat  of  government  be  removed  to  Cincinnati.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

The  following  reports  from  committees  were 
made: 

By  Mr.  Preston,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  senate  to  wait  on  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  and  inform  him  of  his 
election  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States:  A 

report  that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the  presi- 
dent elect,  and  informed  him  of  the  result  of  the 
vote,  when  he  replied  that  he  received  this  manifes- 
tation of  the  confidence  of  his  cohintrymen  with 
profound  gratitude,  and  that  he  would  earneslly  de- 
vote himself  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
on  him,  by  endeavoring  to  promote  the  union  and 
welfare  of  the  country,  according  to  his  best  abili- 
ties. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
the  bill  to  authoiise  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  at  1 o’clock, 
he  w ould  ask  for  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a bill  for  the  re- 
liefof  certain  rail  road  companies  therein  named. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judici- 
ary, a bill  for  ascertaining  and  settling  the  southern 
boundary  line  of  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

By  Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the 
British  brig  Dispatch. 

Mr.  K.  said  a bill  had  been  introduced  on  leave 
for  their  relief,  but  the  committee,  on  full  investi- 
gation, came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  claim  was 
not  founded  in  justice,  and  gave  notice  that  when 
that  bill  came  up  on  the  calendar  he  would  move  its 
indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Crittenden  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  federal 
office-holders  in  state  elections. 

Mr.  Prentiss  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  an  act  granting  half- 
pay and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  approved  July  7, 
I83S,  ought  not  to  be  construed  to  deprive  any  widow 
of  its  benefits  in  consequence  of  her  having  married  af- 
ter the  decease  of  the  husband  for  whose  services  she 
may  claim  to  be  allowed  a pension  or  annuity  under 
said  act,  provided  she  was  a widow  at  the  time  the 
same  was  passed;  and  that  the  committee  on  pensions 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  to  that  effect. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  the  8th 
instant  by  Mr.  Linn,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  he 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  procuring  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  most  approved  repeating  fire- 
arms to  supply  the  troops  operating  against  the  Indians 
in  Florida. 

The  following  hills  were  then  severally  consider- 
ed in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  granting  letters  testamen- 
tary and  of  administration  to  aliens  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

A bill  confirming  to  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee  of 
Cornelius  McCurtain,  his  iitle  to  an  island  In  the 
Tensaw  river,  in  the  state  of  Alabama. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  bankrupt  bill— the  motion  pending  being  that  of 
Mr.  Sevier  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Conn,  expressed  a wish  to  address 
the  senate  on  the  bill,  when  Mr.  Sevier  withdrew 
bis  motion.  Mr.  S.  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke 
until  3 o’clock  P.  M. 

Ou  motion  ot  Mr.  Tnppan,  the  further  discussion 
was  passed  over  informally,  and  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

February  12.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  state  department, 
covering  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  schooner  L’Ainistad. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
made  in  compliance  with  a resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Tnppan,  calling  for  a statement  of  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  government  and  people  of  the  U. 
States  by  their  connexion  with  banks. 

On  motion  of  Mr  .Allen,  20,000  extra  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  coveiinga  state- 
ment of  the  director  of  the  mint,  showing  the  lesult 
of  the  assays  of  gold  and  silver  coins. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  credentials 
ot  the  bon.  Win.  R.  King,  senator  elect  from  Ala- 
bama for  six  years  from  and  alter  the  4th  ol  March 
next. 
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JVir.  While  presented  the  memorial  of  numerous 
citizens  of  Indiana,  asking  for  the  adoption  of  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Porter  presented  a similar  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Michigan.  . 

Mr.  Henderson  presented  a similar  petition  from 
citizens  of  Mississippi.  ' 

Mr  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  states  to  tax  any 
lands  sold  within  their  limits,  without  amendment. 

The"  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Prentiss,  relating  to  the  construction  of  the  pension 
Saw  of  1S38,  was  taken  up;  when  Mr.  Prentiss  ex- 
plained at  length  the  object  of  the  resolution. 

1 Mr.  Kin moved  such  ar^araendraent  as  would 
refer  it  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Soulhard, 
While,  Prentiss,  Sevier,  Knight,  Clayton  and  others. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary having  been  lost,  the  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  mak- 
ing  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  pensions  dur- 
ing the  year  1841,  was  twice  read  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Wright,  agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders  for  the  puipose  of 
taking  up  the  bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of  treasury 

This  motion  having  been  agreed  to— -Mr.  Benlon 
rose  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  he  wished  to 
record  his  vote  against  the  measure. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third 
reading,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YE\S — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn Clay,  of  Alabama,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Graham, 
Hubbard,  Kerr, King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Porter,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 

Webster.  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Henderson,  Mangum,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  White— 9. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  against  the  mea- 
sure at  some  length,  deprecating  it  as  most  objec- 
tionable in  its  features. 

Mr.  Wright  replied. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined,  and  the  debate  was  further 
continued  by  Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Preston, 
Dixon,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Henderson,  White,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  and  others,  when  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative,'as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clav  of  Alabama,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hubbard, 
Kerr  King.  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Nicholson,  Nor- 
vell Pierce,  Por°er,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith!ofC Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Henderson,  Mangum,  Preston,  White— 8. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 

February  15.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, covering  abstracts  prepared  by  the  first  comp- 
troller of  the  official  emoluments  and  expenses  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs  for  the  year  1840. 

Also,  from  the  legislature  of  Michigan,  a resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  of  that  state, 
and"  the  appointment  of  a commissioner  on  the  part 
of  the  state  to  join  one  on  the  part  of  the  federal 
government  to  mark  the  same. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  received  a memorial 
from  Parkesburg,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  would  now  take  leave  to  present.  It  was 
signed  by  a number  of  respeclable  citizens  ofPenn- 
sydvania,  and  stated  in  strong  terms  the  defenceless 
condition  of  our  maritime  cities  on  the  seabord, 
and  the  impending  danger  of  a foreign  war;  and 
urged  on  congress  to  make  appropriations  for  the 
armament  of  our  fortifications,  the  building  of  float- 
ing batteries  lor  the  defence  of  our  harbors,  and  the 
construction  of  twenty  of  the  fiist  class  of  steam 
frigates,  and  as  many  more  smaller  steam  vessels. 
The  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  naval  alfairs. 

Mr.  Buchanan  also  presented  a petition  from  en- 
gineers, captains  and  pilots  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  protesting  against  any  law  of  con- 
gress making  imperative  the  use  of  Raub’s  patent 
self-acting  safety  valve,  stating  it  to  be  notsuperior 
to  others,  and  expressing  a hope  that  no  law  would 
be  passed  unless  its  superiority  was  fully  tested. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  the  legal  testimony  taken  be- 
fore the  honorable  A.  A.  King,  judge  of  the  fifth 
judicial  circuit  of  Missouri  in  the  cases  of  Joseph 
Smith,  Sidney  Rigdon,  and  sundry  other  individuals 
of  the  sect  called ’Mormons,  or  Latter-day  Saints, 
on  charges  preferred  against  them  of  treason  against 
the  state  of  Missouri,  burglary,  arson,  robbery  and 
larceny, 


Mr.  Linn,  in  presenting  this  document,  made 
some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  memorial  presented 
at  the  last  session  by  the  Mormons,  in  which  it 
seemed  to  appear  that  the  state  of  Missouri  had  not 
acted  towards  those  people  with  that  justice  and  hu- 
manity that  had  ever  characterized  her.  He  stated 
at  that  time  that  the  memorial  was  an  ex  parte  mat- 
ter, and  the  legislature  had  since  felt  the  necessity 
of  placing  a full  record  of  ail  the  facts  before  the 
country.  He  was  aware  that  the  sympathies  of  the 
people  were  always  on  the  weaker  side,  and  that  in 
this  contest  with  the  state  the  latter  had  been  im- 
properly reflected  upon.  He  had  the  pleasure  to 
present  a statement  of  all  the  matters  in  dispute, 
which  he  asked  might  be  printed.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  petitions  from  Eleazer 
McCoy,  asking  a pension,  and  from  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, asking  a repeal  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and 
that  some  mode  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United  States. 

Petitions  were  further  presented — 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  citizens  of  Onondaga,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  any  bankrupt 
law  that  would  be  retroactive  in  its  character. 

By  Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  Buffalo  presbytery 
of'New  York,  asking  that  the  treaty  with  the  Sene- 
ca Indians  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  until  tho- 
roughly revised  by  the  senate. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  legislature  of  Louisi- 
ana, asking  that  buoys  may  be  placed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  river. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  corporate  authorities 
of  Baltimore,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a fortress  at  Sollers’s  point  flats. 

Mr.  M.  spoke  of  the  importance  of  this  position 
to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  expressed  a hope  that 
it  would  receive  the  attention  of  the  military  com- 
mittee, and  such  appropriation  be  made  as  would 
enable  them  to  commence  the  work. 

Mr.  Linn  said  it  was  a mere  isolated  point,  and 
partial  appropriations  would  be  of  little  service. — 
Look  to  the  defenceless  state  of  the  whole  maritime 
frontier  from  Maine  to  the  Sabine,  and  talk  of  a 
partial  appropriation  for  a single  point.  It  would 
take  fifty  millions  of  dollars  to  place  this  country  in 
such  state  of  defence  as  would  enable  it  successfully 
to  resist  foreign  aggression. 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  at  length  upon  the  subject;  of 
the  necessity  there  was  for  some  proper  and  effici- 
ent measures  being  taken  to  place  this  country  on 
a footing  with  European  nations  in  points  of  offence 
and  defence.  He  took  a view  of  the  preparations 
making  by  France  and  England,  and  the  scientific 
researches  made  by  these  powers  in  relation  to 
steam  vessels,  floating  batteries,  &c.  &c.  which  bid 
fair  to  change  entirely  (he  system  of  hat  bor  defence 
that  had  been  so  long  in  vogue.  He  pointed  to  the 
steam  vessels  of  England  trading  between  the  two 
countries,  and  commanded  by  naval  officers,  which 
at  any  moment  could  be  transformed  into  vessels  of 
war;  also  to  the  French  steamers,  which  had  batter- 
ed down  one  of  the  strongest  forts  on  the  American 
continent;  and  the  next  clay  as  it  were  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  anon  at  Baltimore,  without  a single  gun 
having  been  fired  to  give  notice  of  her  approach. — 
Mr.  P.  thought  this  subject  one  of  vast  importance 
in  a national  point  of  view,  and  ought  to  go  to  a se- 
lect committee  with  science  and  intelligence,  that 
would  investigate  the  matter  fully,  and  give  a de- 
tailed report  on  the  subject.  The  late  period  of  the 
present  session  would  prevent  any  salutary  action. 
Mi.P.  expressed  his  regret  that,  from  negligence 
or  what  other  cause,  this  nation  should  have  slum- 
bered until  others  had  attained  so  much  more  skill 
and  strength.  It  was  now,  however,  for  this  coun- 
try lo  make  up  for  what  had  been  unfortunately  lost. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  tile  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  re- 
feired,  reported  a bill  to  confirm  to  that  state  the 
lands  selected  by  her  in  lieu  of  the  lands  covered  by 
reservations  in  the  treaties  of  1837  and  1339,  with 
the  Miami  Indians;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a second 
reading,  and  the  report  arid  accompanying  docu- 
ments, on  his  motion,  w'ere  ordered  to  he  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  from  the 
house  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  lo  authorise 
the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  &c.  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  house  further  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
house  of  representatives  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  pensions  for  the  year  1841;  which 
was  agretd  to. 


Mr.  Sevier  said  he  understood  the  bill  contained 
an  item  of  $100,000  to  buy  a peace  with  TigerTail 
and  Sam  Jones. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  the  object,  which  was  to 
give  so  much  to  the  chiefs,  and  $30  to  each  warri- 
or, a blanket  and  gun,  which  was  not  to  be  delivered 
until  they  reached  their  new  home;  that  gen.  Armi- 
sfead  had  expressed  his  entire  confidence  in  tire  In- 
dians, and  that  the  war  would  he  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  saw  it  was  just  what  he  had 
anticipated — neither  more  nor  less  than  a bribe  lor 
peace.  He  said  he  must  be  permitted  to  express 
the  deep  mortification  which  be  felt,  that,  after  a 
war  ot  five  years,  the  whole  power  of  this  govern- 
ment was  not  sufficient  to  defeat  a few  hundred  sa- 
vages, but  had  at  last  to  buy  a peace.  Such  policy, 
he  insisted,  would  have  a bad  effect  on  the  Indians. 
What  would  be  said  when  they  went  to  the  west? 
Why  that,  alter  expending  between  thirty  and  forty 
millions  of  dollars,  you  were  compelled  at  last  to 
buy  a peace.  Mr.  S.  moved  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation. 

The  subject  was  debated  at  some  considerable 
length,  and  with  much  animation,  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Sevier,  King,  Linn,  Preston,  Pierce,  Benton, 
Fulton,  and  others. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a 
vote  of  36  nays  to  6 yeas.  After  another  trivial 
amendment  having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was 
passed.  The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  10.  Mr.  Tillinghast,  on  leave, 
presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island  instructing  the  senators  and 
requesting  the  representatives  of  that  state  in  con- 
gress to  vote  for  the  passage  of  a law  designating 
the  same  day  throughout  the  United  States  for  the 
choice  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States  in  accordance  with  the  4th 
section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States;  which  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Andrews  by  permission,  introduced  his  reso- 
lution to  take  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensions  out  of  committee  of  the 
whole  at  12  o’clock  to-morrow,  and  then  to  pro- 
ceed to  vote  upon  said  bill  and  such  amendments 
as  may  be  offered;  which  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Leet  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to 
enable  him  to  move  a resolution  that  a portion  of 
the  morning  hour  this  morning  be  devoted  to  ttie 
presentation  of  petitions;  which  motion  the  house 
refused  to  sustain. 

Mr.  Crary,  reported,  with  amendments,  the  se- 
nate bill  to  authorise  the  legislatures  of  Arkansas, 
Louisiana  and  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands  hereto- 
fore appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  those 
states. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  read,  and  the 
question  arose  on  agreeing  to  the  amendments. 

Some  debate  took  place;  when  Mr.  Peck  moved 
that  the  bill  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

While  this  motion  was  pending,  some  explana- 
tions, &c.  took  place. 

And  then,  the  hour  of  12  o’clock  having  arrived, 
Mr.  Briggs  moved  the  order  which  will  be  found  in 
its  proper  place  below. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  asked  leave  to  move  a re- 
solution to  admit  ladies  within  the  hall  during  the 
ceremony  of  counting  the  votes  of  the  electors  for 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  U.  States. 

There  was  a general  response  of  “no!  no!  no!” 
throughout  the  house,  arid  the  motion  was  not 
pressed. 

This  is  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  opening 
and  counting  the  votes  of  t he  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  U.  States. 

By  the  1st  section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  it  is  prescribed  “that 
the  president  of  the  senate  shall,  in  (he  presence  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  U. 
States,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  of 
the  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  shall 
then  be  counted.” 

By  the  act  of  March  1,  1792,  it  is  enacted  “that 
congress  shall  be  in  session  on  the  second  Wed- 
nesday in  February,  1793,  and  on  tbe  second  Wed- 
nesday iri  February  succeeding  every  meeting  of 
the  electors,  and  the  certificates  of  the  electors,  or 
so  many  of  them  as  shall  have  been  received, shall 
then  be  opened,  the  votes  counted,  and  the  persons 
who  shall  fill  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident ascertained,  and  declared,  agreeably  to  the 
constitution.” 

On  the  30th  of  January  ultimo,  the  two  houses 
appointed  a joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  re- 
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port  a mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  of  no- 
tifying the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

On  the  report  of  that  committee  the  two  houses 
came  to  the  following  resolution: 

_ Resolved,  That  the  two  houses  will  assemble  in  the 
chamber  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  Wednes- 
day, the  10th  of  February,  at  12  o’clock,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  shall  be  presiding  officer;  that  one 
person  be  appointed  a teller  on  the  part  of  the  senate, 
and  two  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  make  a list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  declared; 
that  the  result  shall  be  declared  to  the  president  of  the 
senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and 
the  persons  elected,  to  the  two  houses  as  aforesaid, 
which  shall  be  deemed  a declaration  of  the  persons 
elected  president  and  vice  president  of  the  U.  States, 
and  together  with  a list  ot  votes  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  two  houses.  , 

The  honorable  William  C.  Preston,  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  was  appointed  teller  on  the  part  of 
the  senate;  and  the  honorable  Caleb  Cushing,  re- 
presentative from  Massachusetts,  and  the  honora- 
ble John  W.  Jones,  representative  from  Virgitda, 
were  appointed  tellers  on  the  part  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

At  12  o’clock  to-day,  the  following  order  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  house  of  representatives: 

Ordered,  That  a message  be  sent  to  the  senate  to  in- 
form that  body  that  this  house  is  now  ready  to  receive 
the  senate  and  to  proceed  in  opening  the  certificates 
and  counting  the  votes  of  the  electors  of  the  several 
states  in  the  choice  of  a president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
the  two  houses. 

The  senate  came  into  the  hall  of  the  house  in 
the  following  order:  the  sergeant-at-arms  in  front, 
followed  by  the  vice  president  of  the  United  States 
and  president  of  the  senate,  with  the  secretary  of 
the  senate  on  his  left;  then  the  principal  clerk  of 
the  senate,  bearing  the  votes  of  the  electors;  then 
the  senators;  two  and  two. 

The  senate  was  met  at  the  south  door  of  the  ro- 
tundo  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house,  who 
conducted  the  procession  down  the  broad  aisle. 
The  vice  president  was  received  by  the  speaker  on 
the  steps  of  his  stand,  and  conducted  to  his  seat  as 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  joint  meeting — the 
speaker  taking  a seat  at  his  left.  The  secretary  of 
the  senate  was  seated  at  the  right  end  of  the  table 
of  the  clerk  of  the  house,  and  the  clerk  at  the  oppo- 
site end.  The  tellers  took  seats  at  the  clerk’s  table 
In  front  of  the  presiding  officer;  Mr.  Preston,  the 
teller  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  in  the  centre,  and 
Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Jones,  tellers  on  the  part  of 
the  house,  on  his  right  arid  left. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate  occupied  a 
seat  at  the  right  of  and  below  the  vice  president; 
the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  a corresponding 
position  on  the  left  of  the  speaker. 

The  senators  took  the  seats  set  apart  for  them  in 
the  body  of  the  hall,  on  the  left  as  it  is  entered,  so 
as  to  be  on  the  right  of  the  presiding  officer.  The 
members  of  the  house  were  seated  within  the  bar 
— the  requisite  number  of  seats  having  been  pro- 
vided and  placed  in  the  open  spaces. 

When  the  senate  entered  the  hall,  the  speaker 
and  members  rose,  and  remained  standing  until  the 
senate  were  seated. 

The  ladies’  gallery  was  filled,  almost  exclusively, 
with  ladies;  and,  as  it  would  not  contain  all,  nearly 
the  whole  line  of  front  seats  was  filled  with  them. 
The  entire  galleries  were  crowded  with  spectators. 

The  joint  meeting  being  organized,  the  presid- 
ing officer  (the  vice  president  of  the  U.  States  and 
president  of  the  senate)  rose  and  announced  the 
purpose  for  which  the  two  houses  of  congress  had 
assembled  in  joint  meeting. 

He  then  proceeded  to  break  the  seals  of  the  en- 
velopes in  which  the  votes  of  the  electors  were 
enclosed,  commencing  with  the  state  of  Maine, 
and,  having  merely  broken  the  seal,  he  rose  and 
handed  the  paper  to  the  tellers,  saying,  “I  deliver 
to  you,  gentlemen,  tellers,  the  votes  of  the  electors 
of  the  state  of  Maine  for  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  that  the  same  may  be 
counted.” 

The  same  ceremony  was  observed  by  the  vice 
president  in  opening  and  delivering  to  the  tellers 
the  votes  of  all  the  states. 

The  superscription  on  the  envelope  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  votes  of  the  electors,  together  with 
every  paper  contained  within  the  same,  were  read 
throughout  by  one  or  other  of  the  tellers,  taking  it 
alternately,  the  teller  on  the  part  of  the  senate 
having  commenced  with  the  state  of  Maine. 

The  tellers  having  read,  counted,  and  made  du- 
plicate lists  of  the  votes,  which  lists  they  compar- 
ed with  each  other,  and  being  found  to  agree,  they 
were  delivered  to  the  vice  president,  by  whom  they 
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Whole  number  of  votes  given 
Necessary  to  a choice 

Of  which,  for  president, 
William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  received 
Martin  VanBuren,  of  New  York,  received 


Thursday,  Feb.  11.  The  speaker  stated  that  he 
were  read  to  the  joint  meeting,  and  are  as  follows:  had  received  a communication  from  Mr.  Stanly, 


For  vice  president, 

John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  received 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  received 
Littleton  W.  Tazewell,  of  Virginia,  received 
James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  leceived 
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The  vice  president  then  announced  the  result  to 
the  joint  meeting,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  law 
of  March  1,  1792,  and  the  resolution  of  the  two 
houses  of  the  2d  instant,  made  the  following  decla- 
ration: 

“I  do  declare  that  William  Henry  Harrison, 
of  Ohio,  having  a majority  of  the  whole  numberof 
votes  of  the  electors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  presider.t,  is  duly 
elected  president  of  the  United  States  for  fouryeais, 
commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1841. 

“And  I do  further  declare  that  John  Tyler,  of 
Virginia,  having  a majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  votes  of  the  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  vice  president,  is 
duly  elected  vice  president  of  the  United  States  for 
four  years,  commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1841.” 

The  vice  president  then  announced  that,  as  the 
business  for  which  the  two  houses  of  congress  had 
assembled  in  joint  meeting  had  been  gone  through 
with,  he  declared  the  meeting  dissolved;  and,  there- 
upon, the  senate  withdrew  in  the  order  in  which  it 
had  entered  the  hall;  the  principal  clerk  bearing 
the  votes  of  the  electors,  and  one  of  the  list3,  to 
the  senate  chamber,  to  be  deposited  with  the  ar- 
chives of  that  body. 

Whilst  the  senate  was  retiring  from  the  hall,  the 
speaker  and  members  of  the  house  remained  stand- 
ing. 

The  senate  being  withdrawn,  the  speaker  took 
his  chair,  and  the  house  resumed  its  session;  and 
Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
on  the  2d  inst.  submitted  the  following  resolution 
as  an  additional  report  from  that  committee: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  one  member  of  the 
senate  to  join  a committee  of  two  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  be  appointed  by  the  house  to 
wait  on  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  and  to 
notify  him  that  he  has  been  duly  elected  president  of 
the  United  States  for  four  years,  commencing  with  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  adopted;  and  the 
house,  at  4 o’clock  P.  M.  adjourned  until  to  mor- 
row, 11  o’clock. 


asking  to  be  excused  from  further  service  on  the 
committee  of  expenditures  on  the  public  buildings. 

Mr.  Stanly  was  excused  accordingly,  and  an  order 
was  passed  for  the  appointment  of  a member  in  his 
stead. 

It  appeared  by  the  reading  of  the  journal  this 
morning  that  Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Wise  were  ap- 
pointed on  I he  part  of  this  house  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  general  William  Henry*  Harrison 
and  notify  him  ot  his  election  as  president  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Preston  is  of  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Everett  introduced  resolutions  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Vermont,  that  the  exclusion  of  the 
members  duly  commissioned  by  the  governor  ol'N. 
Jersey  from  participating  in  the  organization  of  the 
house,  arid  the  subsequent  proceedings  thereof,  and 
the  substitution  in  their  places  of  five  other  persons 
who  were  not  so  commissioned,  without  a trial  of 

the  election,  was  a violation  of  established  usages 

was  an  indignity  to  the  authorities  of  New  Jersey 

was  unjust,  unconstitutional  and  subversive  of  the 
liberty  ot  the  people  of  the  republic. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  special  order  on  Mr. 
Underwood's  bills  in  relation  to  disasters  occasioned 
by  the  explosion  of  steam-boilers  be  postponed  un- 
til Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Underwood  assented,  and  the  question  was 
put,  when  there  appeared:  ayes  97,  does  17.  No 
quorum  voted. 

The  question  was  again  put:  ayes  111,  nocs  12- 
and  so  it  was  carried  by  two-thirds;  so  that  these' 
bills  retain  their  character  as  a special  order. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  during  (lie  year  1841. 
Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  committee  until  a few’  minutes 
before  12  o’clock  specifically  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  as  it  now 
stood,  and  generally  upon  the  Florida  war,  &c.  and 
concluded  [or  was  understood  to  have  concluded] 
his  remarks  by  offering  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

“ Provided , That  money  hereby  appropriated  shall  he 
charged  and  considered  as  advanced  payment  on  ihe 
part  of  the  United  States  to  the  Seminoles  under  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  held  at  Pavne’s  Landing  on  the 
9th  day  of  May  1S32.” 

Mr.  Briggs  was  understood  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  (Mr.  Smith ) had  charged  upon 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson) 
this  effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  Florida  war,  when 
he  knew  that  the  gentleman  had  only  communicat- 
ed to  this  house  an  offer  communicated  to  him  bv 
the  secretary  of  war.  The  proposition  came  from 
the  secretary  of  war.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
in  his  military  ardor,  attempted  to  rally  his  party 
here  to  vote  against  this  proposition.  He  (Mr.  B ) 
was  pleased  that  it  had  been  made;  it  was  the  only 
proposition  which  had  been  offered  for  the  last  five 
years  that  had  been  satisfactory  to  him.  H<-  had 

voted  millions  upon  millions  to  carry  on  this  war 

he  had  always  voted  for  the  appropriations  w hich 
had  been  asked  for  it;  and  now,  when  the  secretary 
of  war  told  us  that  the  commanding  general  had 
pursued  a course  which  met  his  approbation,  and 
which  would  enable  the  war  to  be  terminated' at  a 
small  expense,  what  did  we  hear?  A miserable  ap- 
peal to  party  to  vote  against  it.  The  secretary 
had  told  us  that  motives  of  humanity  and  justice 
alike  called  for  this  appropriation,  and  he  ( Mr.  B.) 
was  prepared  now  to  vote  upon  those  motives,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war  and  to  the  scenes  of  horror 
which  had  so  long  been  witnessed  in  that  section 
of  our  country.  The  commanding  officer  had 
made  certain  promises  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
come  in.  And  would  not  congress  carry  out  those 
promises? 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr  B.  con- 
cluded by  sending  to  the  clerk’s  table  the  following 
letter,  which  was  read  for  information: 

“ Head  quarters  army  of  the  south, 

“ Tampa , Jan.  26,  1841. 

“Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have 
now  within  the  chain  of  sentinels  at  this  post  150 
Indians.  Ten  of  that  number  are  of  the  Mickasu- 
Icies,  and  the  balance  of  the  Tallahasse  tribe.  This 
I view  in  a favorable  light,  as  their  principal  chief, 
Echo-Emathla  is  with  them,  and  they  have  stated" 
that  their  object  in  coming  in  is  for  the  purpose  of 
emigrating.  Runners  of  the  Miclcasukie  tribe  have 
been  sent  out  from  Forts  Clinch  and  No.  4.  who 
have  reported  that  they  could  bring  in  fifty  of  sixty 
of  thpir  band.  They  are  daily  expected  here. 

“Should  this  result  prove  favorable,  it  will  be  a 
leading  feature  in  terminating  this  war,  particularly 
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as  it  is  combined  with  the  arrival  yesterday  of  a 
party  of  Seminoles,  from  Pease  creek,  under  charge 
of  my  aid-de-camp,  iieut.  L.  A.  Armistead,  6th  in- 
fantry. 

“It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  it  will  take  some  time 
before  any  others  in  that  portion  of  the  country  will 
be  induced  to  come  in,  notwithstanding  every  exer- 
tion on  my  part  has  been  made  to  induce  them  to 
do  so;  but  I shall  still  continue  to  negotiate  with 
hopes  of  success. 

“So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Tallahassees,  appear- 
ances are  favorable,  provided  no  disappointment 
occurs  from  the  promises  and  stipulations  which  I 
have  made  them,  and  which  I trust  will  be  complied 
with  on  the  part  of  the  government.  These  stipu- 
lations were  detailed  in  my  communication  to  the 
department  on  the  3 6th  inst.  and  I am  convinced 
that,  had  money  been  furnished  me  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, this  war  would  have  been  terminated,  as  those 
people  have  but  little  faith  in  promises. 

“I  have  just  concluded  a talk  with  Echo-Emath- 
la,  the  chief  of  the  Tallahassees,  who  says  that  the 
remainder  of  his  people  will  be  in  in  two  or  three 
weeks — many  of  them  are  in  Middle  Florida.  He 
has  sent  runners  out  to  them  witn  a talk,  which 
will  no  doubt  induce  them  to  meet  him  at  this  post 
in  twenty  days. 

“I  have  despatched,  in  a steamboat,  ray  assistant 
adjutant  general  to  Key  Biscayne,  to  conduct  to  this 
post  the  thirty-two  Indians  captured  by  lieutenant 
colonel  Harney  in  the  everglades.  On  their  arrival 
I shall  ship  them  and  Ihose  now  here,  making  in 
the  whole  180,  for  their  new  homes  in  Arkansas, 
on  the  1 5th  proximo. 

“Enclosed  I transmit  reports  from  lieut.  col. 
Clarke  and  lieut.  col.  Loomis.  I am,  sir,  &sc. 

“W.  K.  ARMISTEAD, 

“Brigadier  general  commanding  army  in  Florida. 
“Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

“Endorsed. — Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  hon. 
Waddy  Thompson,  jr.  fur  his  information,  and  that 
of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  by7  his  obedient 
servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT.- 

“ War  department , Feb.  10,  1841.” 

“At  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  there  are  now  in 
30  Indians.  At  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  Withlacoochee, 
Echo-Einathla  has  come  in  with  41  Tallahassee  In- 
dians, and  at  Fort  Annutalaga  Tiger  Tail  with  33. 
Colonel  Clarke’s  command,  which  left  Tampa  a 
short  time  since  for  the  Withlacoochee  to  escort  in 
a party  of  Indians,  is  expected  to  return  to  Tampa 
on  the  20th  of  January.  Col.  Claike.'has  with  him 
32  Indians,  mostly  Tallehassees  and  several  Micka- 
sukies. 

“The  steamer  T.  Salmon  left  Tampa  on  the  19th 
instant  lor  Key  Biscayne  for  30  Indians,  (Spanish 
I ndians),  the  women  and  children  of  the  party  cap- 
tured by  col.  Harney  a short  time  since. 

“At  Fort  Armistead,  eleven  Indians  are  in.  At 
Pease’s  creek  several  families  are  expected  *o  meet 
a conveyance  sent  there  to  convey  them  to  Tampa 
Forty  Indians  have  come  in  at  Fort  King,  and  4 at 
No.  4 near  Cedar  Keys,  and  19  more  have  since 
gone  in  to  Fort  Clinch. 

“In  all  there  are  now  in  at  the  different  posts  240 
Indians  to  be  brought  together  at  Tampa  Bay  as 
soon  as  practicable,  under  sufficient  escorts  for  emi- 
gration to  Arkansas  in  the  early  part  of  February. 
Of  the  sixty  Indians  at  Fort  Clinch,  40  are  war- 
riors, and  of  the  whole  240,  probably  80  or  90  are 
warriors. 

“By  letters  from  Cedar  Keys,  it  appears  seventy- 
two  Indians  have  gone  in  recently  to  Fort  King. 
Rumor  says  col.  Reily  came  on  with  a party  of  forty 
or  fifty  who  have  passes,  and  they  went  into  Fort 
King  with  him.  By  good  information  I have  heard 
col.  Harney  has  a second  time  captured  twelve  In- 
dians. 

“By  a letter  received  from  Mr.  Hernandez,  a 
member  of  the  legislative  council  of  Florida,  it 
appears  that  colonel  Harney  has  fallen  in  with  the 
Indians  a third  time,  and  has  captured  one  hundred 
and  fifteen. 

“If  these  rumors  are  true,  and  they  are  at  least 
extremely  probable,  there  are  nearly  five  hundred 
Indians  who  have  surrendered,  and  are  ready  (or 
emigration.  More  Indians  have  been  killed  by  the 
operations  in  Florida  during  the  past  eight  months 
than  for  two  years  before. 

“CHARLES  McCORMICK, 
“Assistant  surgeon  U S.  army.” 

Mr.  Profit  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  obtain 
tlie  floor  lor  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  personal  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  Giaham  sent  to  the  fable  and  had  read  the 
following,  which  he  would  move  as  an  amendment, 
after  the  question  on  Mr.  Smith’s  amendment  had 
been  taken,  viz: 

“For  the  removal,  substance  and  benefit,  of  such  of 
the  Seminole  Indian  chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  surren- 
der for  emigration. 


“And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  rifles  or  arms  of 
any  kind  shall  be  delivered  to  such  Indians,  until  they 
reach  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river.’’ 

Mr.  1’hompson  accepted  this  proposition  as  a mo- 
dification of  his  amendment,  and  modified  his  amend- 
ment accordingly. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Smith’s  amendment 
and  being  put,  it  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Thompson’ s 
amendment  as  modified  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Graham , and  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Orabb,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  following 
amendment. 

Andie  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  directing  the  transfer  of  money  remaining  un- 
claimed by  certain  pensioners,  and  authorising  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,” 
approved  April  6,  1833,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  Jones  suggested  that  this  amendment  was  not 
in  order.  The  chair  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  the  following  as  an 
amendment: 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  authorised  to  allow  to  agents  employed  in 
the  payment  of  pensioners  a sum  nut  exceeding  one 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  them  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Jones  suggested  that  this  amendment  was  not 
in  order.  The  chair  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  adopted. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments;  when  Mr.  Warren,  of  Georgia,  rose 
and  addressed  the  bouse  at  some  length  in  relation 
to  the  amendments  connected  with  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  W.  said  be  would  not  have  said  any  thing  on 
this  subject  had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary 
character  of  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  irt  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thompson).  The  cause  of  justice  and  humanity 
require  that  the  amendment  should  be  adopted, 
arid  that  the  bill  should  pass.  The  causes  of  this 
war  had  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  enteron  that  wide  field. 
The  subject  of  slavery  or  negro  stealing  was  alleged 
as  one  oi  the  causes  of  the  war. 

The  speaker  here  interrupted  Mr.  W.  saying 
that  it  w as  not  in  order  to  enter  on  that  course  of  re- 
mark. 

Mr.  Warren  said  that  he  had  no  disposition  to 
transgress  the  rules  of  the  house;  and  that  as  he 
was  not  permitted  now  to  go  into  a reply  to  remarks 
which  had  been  made,  he  would  reserve  that  right 
to  himself  until  some  future  period  when  the  house 
might  be  in  committee,  and  where  a more  latitudi- 
nous  discussion  might  be  allowed. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  make  a few  general 
remarks  on  the  amendment  and  the  questions  in- 
volved in  it — urging  earnestly  the  adoption  of  it, 
and,  in  conclusion,  said  that  as  he  had  made  no  re- 
marks which  could  call  for  a rejoinder,  he  would 
move  the  previous  question.  But,  at  the  request  of 
several  gentlemen,  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  call.  Mr. 
Jameson  renewed  it. 

And  the  question  being  put,  there  was  a second. 
And  the  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Thompson,  as  modified  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Graham.  It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  158,  nays  14. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and, 
being  engrossed,  it  was  forthwith  read  the  third 
time. 

And  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Jameson. 

And  tits  question  on  its  passage  was  then  put,  and 
passed  in  tile  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Jones  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as 
to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
union,  and  take  up  the  general  appropriation  bill  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1841. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  suggested  that  the  business  on 
the  speaker’s  table  had  better  be  first  disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Jones’  motion, 
and  cartied. 

The  house  then  in  committee  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government  for  the  year  1841.  Mr.  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  was  called  to  the  citair  of  the  committee. 

Some  explanations  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Crubb  and  Jones,  of  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  item 
appropriating  $35,000  “for  stationary,  fuel,  printing 
and  ail  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate;” 
alter  which,  Mr.  IAncoln  called  upon  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  (Mr.  Jones)  to 
produce  any  estimates,  if  he  had  any,  in  relation  to 
the  following  item: 


“For  stationery,  fuel,  printing  and  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
$25,000.” 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  he  had  no  estimate  beyond 
those  which  had  been  furnished  by  the  clerk  ol  tiie 
house. 

Mr.  Stanly  was  understood  to  inquire  whether  the 
stationery  for  which  money  was  now  to  be  appro- 
priated had  been  purchased. 

Mr.  Jlnderson  called  for  the  estimates  referred  to. 
Mr.  Jones  sent  lo  the  clerk’s  table  a statement  from 
tiie  clerk,  containing  the  estimates  referred  to, 
amongst  which  was  the  item  of  $10,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stationery  for  the  next  congress. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  moved  to  reduce  ttie  above  sum 
of  $25, 000  to  $15,000 — i.  e.  striking  out  the  $10,000 
for  stationery  for  the  next  congress. 

Mr.  Lincoln , after  stating  tiiat  the  house  would 
bear  him  witness  that  he  had  not  yielded  to  that 
senseless  cry  of  economy  which  denied  such  just 
appropriations  as  might  be  required  to  carry  on  the 
various  branches  of  the  public  business,  proceeded 
to  comment  upon  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into 
this  system  of  contingent  expenditures.  He  be- 
lieved that  all  those  abuses  which  had  crept  into  tiie 
administration  of  the  public  trusts  of  the  country 
had  their  source  in  abuses  under  the  head  ol  contin- 
gencies. 

After  specifying  two  or  three  instances,  Mr.  L. 
expressed  the  belief  that  it  was  time  lo  inquire 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  expend  $i50,000  a year 
for  contingent  expenses  over  and  above  pay  and 
mileage.  The  house,  had  no  control  over  these  ex- 
penditures of  its  contingent  funds.  Tiie  commiltee 
of  accounts  had  no  control  over  them;  the  bills  were 
paid  and  receipted  before  they  were  laid  before  the 
committee,  and  when  it  was  too  late  to  do  any  tiling 
in  regard  to  them.  Hence  it  followed  that  when- 
ever the  clerk  of  this  house,  without  control  or  ac- 
countability, saw  fit  to  apply  the  funds,  the  house 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  ratify  and  sanction  his  acts. 
There  ought,  in  Mr.  L’s  opinion,  to  be  some  commit- 
tee appointed  which  should  have  charge  of  these 
matters  before  the  expenditures  were  made. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee at  much  length  on  the  subject  of  the  abuses 
which  had  crept  into  this  branch  of  the  public  ex- 
penditures, and  of  the  gross  impositions  that  had 
been  practised  in  the  form  of  enormous  prices  paid 
tor  paper;  of  contracts  made  with  sub-agents;  of 
lithography,  &c.  declaring  h is  own  freedom  from 
responsibility  in  these  matteis,  as  a member  of  the 
committee  of  accounts,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar 
constitution  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  Profit  stated  that,  on  a calculation  made  by 
him  he  found  that  the  stationery  biil  for  this  session 
alone  was  about  $25,000,  which  was  at  the  rate  of 
$103  for  every  member  of  the  house.  He  was  sa- 
tisfied that  $20  would  pay  the  stationery  bill  of 
every  gentleman  this  year,  and  he  hoped  that  some 
member,  better  skilled  in  these  tilings,  would  make 
an  estimate  and  submit  it  to  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  that  some  years  ago  he  was  on 
a committee  appointed  to  investigate  into  this  very 
subject;  and,  after  a minute  examination,  the  com- 
mittee had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
but  one  remedy,  and  that  was  lo  pursue  the  course 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr. 
Profit).  He  (Mr.  U.)  had  intended  to  suggest  to 
the  committee  a proposition  that  “in  lieu  of  station- 
ery and  newspapers,  each  member  of  congress 
should  be  allowed  $ — annually.”  The  commit- 
tee could  fill  up  the  blank  with  any  sum  that  might 
be  computed  to  be  proper.  This  was  the  only  re- 
medy. The  same  complaints  had  been  made  year 
alter  year,  and  would  continue  to  be  made  until  the 
end  of  time  unless  some  such  plan  as  this  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  gave  to  the  committee  such 
information  as  had  been  in  possession  of  the  com- 
miltee of  ways  and  means  in  regard  lo  these  esti- 
mates, and  stated  that  the  estimates  of  the  clerk  had 
been  reduced,  in  the  committee,  $25,000  below  the 
amount  contained  in  those  which  had  been  read  at 
the  clerk’s  table.  The  committee  had  supposed 
that  the  amount  now  asked  for  was  about  the  proper 
sum,  in  that  they  had  looked  with  a proper  eye  to 
economy — an  object  which  he  was  as  desirous  to 
promote,  when  it  could  be  properly  done,  as  any 
other  gentleman.  Mr.  J.  then  replied  to  certain  por- 
tions of  the  argument  of  Mr.  Johnston,  contendin'* 
that  blame,  if  blame  there  was,  should  rest  in  the 
proper  quarter,  and  that  it  did  not  belong  where  the 
gentleman  had  laid  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  also  replied  to  parts  of 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  New  York,  in 
relation  to  the  prices  of  paper,  and  the  action  of  the 
committee  of  accounts,  &c.;  yielding  tiie  floor  (hr 
occasional  explanations  (o  Messrs.  Johnston,  of  N 
York,  Lincoln  and  Grinnell. 
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Mr.  Graham  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
strikingout  the  whole  item  of  $25,000,  as  the  only 
way  of  putting  an  end  to  the  abuses  which  were 
undoubtedly  practised  was  to  withhold  the  appro- 
priation. The  sum  of  $100,000  had  already  been 
appropriated  for  contingent  expenses,  &c.  (by  a 
former  bill),  and  that  was  enough. 

Mr.  Everett  said  there  were  two  modes  at  present 
by  which  the  extravagance  in  the  finances  of  the 
house  could  be  arrested.  The  first  was  to  adopt  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Graham).  He  (Mr.  E.)  had  put  a question 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Johnston), 
in  regard  to  the  amount  of  stationery  now  on  hand. 
He  (Mr.  E.)  believed  there  was  enough  to  carry 
them  through  this  session,  and  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next. 

Another  mode  within  the  power  of  the  house  was 
to  bring  in  a resolution  to  proceed  in  the  election  of 
clerk.  It  was  a course  which  every  department 
took,  where  it  was  found  that  persons  in  charge  of 
funds  had  misapplied  them.  This  he  would  do, 
were  it  not  for  tile  late  period  of  the  session. 

But  he  disapproved  of  making  general  laws  in  an 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Morgan,  believing  that  there  was  stationery 
enough  on  hand  to  meet  present  and  immediate 
purposes,  was  understood  to  say  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. He  went  into  some  statements,  which  he 
concluded  by  saying  that  he  was  opposed  to  giving 
further  power  to  the  present  clerk,  because  he  had 
no  confidence  that  that  officer  would  do  justice  to 
the  house,  or  make  its  purchases  with  economy. — 
And  he  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  proper 
time,  offer  the  following  amendment: 

“And  in  the  future  delivery  of  stationery  of  every  de- 
scription to  members  of  the  house,  the  postmaster  shall 
keep  an  account  of  the  articles  delivered  to  each  mem- 
ber, with  the  prices  thereof;  and  the  clerk  of  the  house 
shall  insert  in  his  annual  report  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses, the  aggregate  amount  of  the  value  of  stationery 
received  by  the  members  respectively.” 

Mr.  Floyd,  a member  of  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts, went  into  some  statements  in  relation  to  the 
action  of  that  committee,  and  insisted  that  the  con- 
tracts made  by  the  present  clerk  had  been  safer, 
belter  and  more  economical  than  those  of  any  other. 
As  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation, 
he  [Mr.  F.]  had  no  objection  to  it,  and  supposed 
that  the  clerk  had  not. 

The  debate  was  carried  on  at  great  length,  em- 
bracing the  contracts  of  last  session  with  Mr.  Lang- 
tree,  the  prices  at  which  paper  had  been  bought, 
Scc.and  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of 
the  committee  of  accounts  of  the  last  session  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  supported  at  some  length  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Graham.  Mr.  Tillinhast  also  ex- 
pressed his  desire  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Graham,  though  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  against  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Lincoln). 

Mr.  Lincoln  here  said  that  his  only  object  in  sub- 
mitting his  motion  was  to  bring  the  matter  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  and,  that  being  done,  he 
w'ould  now  accept  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Graham, 
as  a modification  of  his  own. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  as 
modified — Mr.  Tillinghast  then  gave  notice  of  his 
intention,  if  the  amendment  failed,  to  ofFer  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"And  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorise  or  sanction  any  contract  for  stationery  or 
orther  articles  of  merchandise,  for  the  use  of  the  ensu- 
ing congress,  by  any  officer  of  the  present  congress  to  an 
amount  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  thousand  dollars.’’ 

Mr.  Adams  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a letter  from 
an  individual  of  the  name  of  “Stone,”  in  relation 
to  the  prices  of  lithography. 

The  letter  (Mr.  A.  said)  was  rather  collateral  to 
the  question;  he  had  had  it  in  his  possession  for 
three  months,  but  had  had  no  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting it;  and  (he  was  understood  to  add)  he  des- 
paired of  doing  any  good  by  presenting  it. 

The  letter  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Bynum  declared  himself  ready  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  as  modified;  and  then  entered  upon  some 
remarks  in  vindication  of  the  clerk,  and  of  the  in- 
justice of  impugning  his  character  or  course  with- 
out a proper  investigation,  by  committee  or  other- 
wise, into  the  true  state  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  Evans  contended  that  this  land  (the  esti- 
mates for  which  had  already  been  reduced  $25,000 
by  the  committee  ot  ways  and  means)  was  not 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  that 
would  be  made  upon  it;  and  he  repudiated,  with 
much  animation,  the  charges  which  the  house  made 
against  itself  in  the  shape  of  corruption  and  plun- 
der. 

He  did  not  say  there  might  not  have  been  individual 
instances  of  abuse.  If  any  man  has  been  guilty  of 


that,  it  was  his  own  matter.  But  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  unjust  appropriations  of  stationery  amount- 
ed, in  a long  session,  to  more  than  three  thousand 
dollars.  His  experience  wa3  that  there  was  no 
such  waste,  and  plundering,  and  extravagance  as 
they  were  charging  themselves  with.  He  was  op- 
posed to  striking  out  the  appropriation;  it  was  no 
more  than  was  necessary.  The  estimate,  as  he  had 
slated,  had  already  been  reduced  $25,000  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  that,  he  thought, 
was  what  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  would  call  a 
very  “vigorous  reduction.”  If  gentlemen  were  wil- 
ling to  dispense  with  stationery  altogether,  so  was 
he — vastly  more  willing  than  he  w as  to  receive  $20 
for  his  share,  or  to  put  a law  upon  the  statute  book 
denouncing  themselves. 

Mr.  Monroe  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Evans']  for  his  speech;  it  contained  precisely 
his  own  sentiments,  though  much  better  expressed. 
The  gentleman  deserved  the  thanks  of  this  house 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  vindicated  its  cha- 
racter and  dignity. 

Mr.  Underwood  replied  to  Mr.  Evans,  explaining 
and  vindicating  his  own  course,  and  contending 
that  that  gentleman’s  argument  amounted  only  to 
this — let  us  not  put  this  tiling  on  the  statute  books; 
if  we  are  guilty  of  these  offences,  let  not  the  eye 
of  any  man  see  it.  He  could  assure  the  gentleman 
that  the  people  were  not  ignorant  of  these  matters; 
that  they  were  turning  their  attention  to  them.  It 
was  a mistake  to  suppose  that  these  things  were  too 
trifling  to  demand  attention.  Nothing  could  be  so 
which  involved  an  abuse  of  the  people’s  money. 
He  denied  that  he  had  said  or  done  any  thing  calcu- 
lated to  reflect  upon  any  man.  He  had  denounced 
no  one  as  a plunderer.  He  had  merely  suggested 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Profit]  a way 
by  which  the  abuse  could  be  remedied. 

The  question  was  discussed  further  by  Messrs. 
Tillinghast,  Everett  and  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  that,  on  subsequent  examina- 
tion, he  found  that  his  original  motion  was  the  pro- 
per one;  and  he  again  modified  his  proposition  so 
as  to  reduce  the  item  from  $25,000  to  $15,000  (i.  e. 
striking  out  all  that  was  applicable  to  ihe  next  ses- 
sion of  congress). 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment, 
thus  modified  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  item  was  reduced  from  $25,000  to  15,000 
dollars. 

Mr.  Curtis  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  having  prevailed,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Burke  laid  on  the  table  a resolution  proposing 
to  revive  the  select  committee  of  the  last  session 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  certain  contracts  made 
by  the  clerk  for  stationery,  engraving,  lithography. 
&cc.  so  as  to  enable  the  committee  to  make  report  ol 
the  proceedings,  which  they  did  not  do  at  the  last 
session. 

The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  Stanley  said  he  had  something  to  say  in  re- 
lation to  the  doings  of  the  committee  proposed  to 
be  revived,  and  which  he  should  take  an  opportu 
nity  of  saying  when  the  resolution  came  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

And  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  eleven 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

Friday,  Feb.  12.  The  bill  from  the  .senate  sup- 
plementary to  the  bill  to  encourage  the  introduc- 
tion and  promote  the  culture  of  tropical  plants  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Numerous  bills  and  reports  were  reported  to  the 
house  and  referred. 

Mr.  McCarty  reported  a bill  providing  for  the 
sale  of  the  real  estate  of  infants  in  certain  cases — 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

Also  a bill  to  provide  for  the  arrest  and  detention 
of,  and  demand  of  fugitives  from  justice;  which  bill 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Beirne  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  Alexandria;  which  bill  was  read  and  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  to 
authorise  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make  an 
arrangement  or  compromise  with  any  of  the  secu- 
rities on  bonds  given  to  the  U.  States  by  Samuel 
Swartwout,  and  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  move  that  it  be  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Hoffman  explained  the  propriety  of  this  bill, 
and  showed  the  necessity  for  an  early  action  on  it. 
The  bill  was  read.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  advocated  the 
bill.  Mr.  Jameson  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Williams  contended  that  the  bill  must,  under 
the  rule,  go  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  speaker  did  not  think  the  bill  must  of  neces- 
sity go  through  a committee  of  the  whole  house 
under  the  rules;  if  the  previous  question  were  or- 
dered, the  main  question  would  be  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bilk 


Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  appealed,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  debate  the  appeal;  when  the  speaker  said 
that  the  call  for  the  previous  question  prevented  de- 
bate on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.  The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows — yeas  86,  nays  74. 

Mr.  Stanly,  in  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore 
given  by  him,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
provide  for  paying  to  the  states  the  fourth  instal- 
ment under  the  deposite  act. 

The  question  on  granting  the  leave  asked  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Baker,  Board- 
rnan,  Brockway,  Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  J. 
Cooper,  Cranston,  E.  Davies,  G.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dcllet, 
Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddinas,  Goode, 
Graves,  Grinnell,  Hail,  Henry,  Hoffman,  James,  C. 
Johnston,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  F.  Mallory,  Mason,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Peck,  .Ran- 
dall, Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Siinonton, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  E.  D.  White,  Lewis  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Winthrop — 63. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beat- 
ty, Black.  Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown,  Wrn.  O.  Boiler,  By- 
num, J.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Con- 
nor, M.  A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crary, 
Cross,  John  Davis,  Doan,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Eail, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Griffin, 
Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hubbard,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille, 
Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan, 
McCulloch,  McKay,  Mallory,  Montanya.  S.  W.  Morris, 
Parrish.  Parmenter,  Paymer,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Rey- 
nolds, Rives,  Edw.  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Sweeny,  P.  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thomp- 
son, Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  J.  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams — 85. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  (hat  the  house  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  bill  to 
make  compensation  for  French  spoliations.  Several 
members  objected,  and  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Jameson,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private 
land  claims  in  Missouri,  approved  9th  July,  1S32, 
and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  approved  2d 
March,  1833.  The  bill  was  then  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  Ihe  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Adams  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
moved  that  the  bill  for  the  more  faithful  execution 
of  the  law's  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  be  made  a special  order  of  the  day  for  the 
22d  day  of  February  next. 

The  motion  was  decided  by'  yeas  and  nays.  The 
result  was  as  follows— yeas  66,  nays  59. 

Mr.  Kemble,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  enlistment  of 
boys  in  the  army;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mittee to  the  committee  of  the  w hole  house  to-mor- 
row. Mr.  K.  from  the  same  committee  reported  a 
joint  resolution  to  direct  the  printing  of  a map  of 
the  northwest  territory;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  K.  from  the  same  commiltee,  reported  a bill 
to  reimburse  the  stale  of  Vermont  for  services  of  her 
militia;  which  was  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  K. 
from  the  same  committee,  reported  a bill  to  autho- 
rise the  enlistment  of  militia  in  Florida  for  one 
year;  which  was  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported  (he  bill  from  the  senate  regulating 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  port  of  Cayenne, 
in  the  colony  of  French  Guiana,  and  to  remit  certain 
duties;  which  was  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  C.  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  ihe  U.  States  he  re- 
quested, if  in  his  judgment,  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  service,  to  communicate  to  the  house  the  docu- 
ments and  other  information  in  possession  of  the  exe- 
cutive regarding  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
on  the  government  of  Hayti. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clifford  reported  a bill  to  make  fui tiler  pro- 
vision for  the  expense  of  the  exploration  and  sur- 
vey of  the  northeastern  boundary;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  tlie  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Morgan,  reported  adversely  on  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  in  Florida;  also,  on  the 
petition  of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  East  Florida, 
that  certain  persons  may  be  tried  in  ttie  courts  ot 
S’.  John’s.  These  reports  were  laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  M.  reported  two  bills,  viz: 

To  enable  the  legislative  council  of  Florida  to 
alter  the  time  of  their  annual  sessions. 

To  confer  on  claimants  in  Florida  all  the  benefits 
of  the  law  of  June  18,  1834,  for  losses  sustained 
by  the  operation  of  the  American  troops  in  April, 
1814 

These  bills  were  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported,  with  sundry  amendments,  the  bill 
from  the  senate  for  the  removal  of  the  raft  in  Red 
river.  The  bill  was  committed  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  Mr.  Un- 
derwood moved  that  it  be  the  special  order  for  Thurs- 
day next;  which  was  refused. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Garland,  who  is 
confined  bv  sickness,  asked  leave  to  report  a bill 
from  the  committee  on  public  lands  to  continue  in 
force  the  1st  section  of  the  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants  and_ re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  general  land  office, 
approved  July  7,  1838;  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Beatty,  from  the  committee  on  patents,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  senate  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts. 

Also,  the  bill  from  the  senate  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  patent  office.  The  bills  were  committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Fillmire,  reported  a bill  regulating  the  taking 
of  testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  W'as  twice  read,  and  remained 
upon  the  speaker’s  table. 

After  the  bill  had  been  left  on  the  speaker’s  table, 
Mr.  Proffil  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point  lor  the  year  1841; 
which  was  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  was  discharged  from  ihe 
memorial  of  the  corperation  of  St.  Louis  for  the 
improvement  of  their  harbor;  from  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Preble  county,  in  Ohio,  for  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  Cumberland  road;  from  the  petition 
of  the  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  rail  road  company; 
and  from  communications  from  the  war  department 
on  the  subject  of  an  appropriation  for  the  arsenal 
at  Charleston, in  South  Carolina,  and  an  appropria- 
tion for  wharves  at  Governor’s  and  Bledsoe’s  is- 
lands, in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Dawson,  reported  a bill  further  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  in  the  military  service;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  Mr,  Dawson  moved  that  it  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  time;  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Curtis  reported  the  bill  from  the-senate  to 
authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  procure 
steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  service;  which  bill 
was  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union.  The  house  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  13.  Mr.  Clifford  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  one  hour,  to  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  atfairs  yesterday  by  Mr.  Pickens, 
making  a further  appropriation  for  exploring  and 
surveying  the  northeastern  boundary.  The  ques- 
tion was  put,  and  the  rules  were  suspended.  And 
the  house  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill.  Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia, 
was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

It  was  now  reported  by  the  clerk  that  the  bill  had 
been  sent  to  be  printed  under  the  order  of  the  house, 
and  that  neither  a printed  copy  nor  the  manuscript 
had  been  sent  up  from  the  press. 

Mr.  Eastman  then  moved  that  the  committee 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  introduced 
by  him  a few  days  ago,  to  continue  the  five  years’ 
pension  granted  in  1838  to  certain  widows. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  that  the  committee  rise. — 
The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee  was 
counted  by  tellers:  ayes  40,  noes  81.  So  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  rise. 

The  chair  here  decided  that  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended for  the  special  purpose  of  acting  on  a parti- 
cular subject,  and  that  it  would  not  therefore  be  in 
order  to  take  up  any  other  matter. 

A bill  was  here  furnished  by  Mr.  Cushing,  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  atfairs,  which  he  said  was  a 
copy  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  the  chair  if  this  were  the 
identical  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs 


Mr.  Cushing  said  he  could  answer. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  would  not  receive  his  answer, 
and  demanded  that  the  chair  or  clerk  respond  to  the 
inquiry  whether  the  bill  now  presented  was  the 
identical  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs. 

The  clerk  answered  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  it  was  a true  copy. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  called  on  the  house  not  to  act 
upon  any  bill  which  was  not  the  bill  actually  re- 
ported to  the  house,  and  spoke  as  to  the  danger 
which  might  arise  from  the  practice  now  proposed 
to  be  pursued  by  substituting  a bill  said  to  be  a 
copy  of  the  true  bill. 

As  the  true  bill  could  not  be  produced,  another 
motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise. 

And,  the  question  being  put,  a quorum  did  not 
vote;  upon  which  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
that  fact. 

The  speaker  counted  the  house,  and  reported  that 
a large  quorum  was  present;  and  the  house  again 
resumed  its  session  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Evans  admitted  that,  according  to  a strict 
adherence  to  rule  or  form,  the  objections  taken  by 
Mr.  Dromgoole  were  correct;  but,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  house  in  almost  all  cases  acted  upon  bills  which 
were  only  transcripts  of  the  originals.  It  acted 
upon  printed  bills,  the  originals  being  tiled  away  in 
the  clerk’s  office. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  explained,  and  showed  that  the 
bills  upon  which  the  house  usually  acted  were  equal 
to  the  originals,  as  they  were  the  official  printed 
copies  from  the  originals;  the  originals  themselves, 
if  any  doubt  arose,  being  not  only  within  reach  of, 
but  in  fact  within  the  actual  possession  of,  the 
house,  and  might  be  considered  as  actually  before  it. 

The  original  bill  still  not  being  forthcoming,  Mr. 
Cave  Johnson  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  there  ap- 
peared ayes  44,  noes  82.  * 

After  remarks  from  several  gentlemen  as  to  the 
proper  course  of  proceeding — Mr.  Smith  moved  that 
the  committee  do  proceed  to  act  upon  the  bill  sub- 
stituted by  Mr.  Cushing.  The  question  was  put — 
ayes  92,  noes  50.  And  so  the  committee  determin- 
ed to  act  on  the  bill  handed  in  by  Mr.  Cushing. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  if  there  was  any  mode  by 
which  it  could  be  ascertained  that  the  bill  which 
the  committee  had  voted  to  act  upon  was  a true 
transcript  of  the  original  bill. 

M.  Cushing  thought  it  was  too  late  to  ask  that 
question.  The  committee  had  decided  to  act  upon 
the  transcript  handed  in  by  him,  copy  or  no  copy. 
Mr.  C.  went  on  to  explain  the  provisions  ofthe  bill, 
and  stated  that  it  was  identical,  in  substance,  with 
the  original. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  from  $75,000  to  $37,500. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  $37,500,  and  inserting  $20,000. 

Some  discussion  followed,  directed  mainly  to  the 
proper  extentof  the  appropriation,  in  which  Messrs. 
Albert  Smith,  Underwood,  Cushing,  Hawes,  Petri- 
kin,  Pickens,  Tillinghast,  and  Vanderpoel  ( the  latter 
of  whom  suggested  a compromise  of  $50,000)  par- 
ticipated. 

Mr.  Proffil  was  proceeding  to  make  some  re- 
marks, when,  the  hour  having  elapsed,  the  chair- 
man announced  the  fact;  and  the  committee  there- 
upon rose,  (without  action),  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Pickens,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, asked  leave  to  make  a report  from  that  com- 
mittee in  relation  to  the  correspondence  between 
the  governments  of  the  U.  States  and  Great  Britain 
in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline during  the  troubles  on  the  Canada  frontier 
in  the  winter  of  1.838—9;  as  also  in  relation  to  the 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Alexander  McLeod,  a 
British  subject,  for  being  concerned  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  boat. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Pickens  sent  in  the 
report,  as  follows: 

Tlie  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  president,  transmitting 
a correspondence  with  the  British  minister  in  rela- 
tion to  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  and 
the  demand  made  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Alexander 
McLeod,  respectfully  report: 

It  appears  that  the  steamboat  ‘‘Caroline”  was 
seized  and  destroyed  in  the  month  of  December, 
1837  The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that 
the  facts  of  the  case  are  as  follows:  The  boat  was 
owned  by,  and  in  possession  of,  a citizen  of  New 
York.  She  was  cleared  from  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
and,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  December,  1837, 
she  left  the  port  of  Buffalo,  bound  for  Sciilosser, 
upon  the  American  side  of  the  Niagara  river,  and 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  ori- 
ginal intention  seemed  to  be,  to  run  the  boat  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Schlosser,  or  perhaps  from  Black 


Rock  dam  to  Schlosser,  and,  should,  it  seem  pro- 
fitable, it  was  intended  to  run  her  also  to  Navy  Is- 
land, and  touch  at  Grand  Island  and  Tonawanda. 

Her  owner  was  Mr.  Wells,  said  to  be  a respecta- 
ble citizen  of  Buffalo,  and  it  is  obvious,  his  intention 
in  putting  up  the  boat  was  one  of  speculation  and 
profit  entirely.  The  excitement  upon  that  portion 
of  the  frontier,  at  this  period,  had  collected  a great 
many  in  the  neighborhood — some  from  curiosity — • 
some  from  idleness — and  others  from  taking  an  inte- 
rest in  the  unusual  and  extraordinary  collection  of 
adventurous  men  gathered  together  at  that  time  on 
Navy  Island.  Navy  Island  was  “nominally”  in  the 
British  “territory.” 

The  owner  ofthe  Caroline  took  advantage  of  these 
circumstances  to  make  some  money  with  his  boat, 
by  running  her,  as  a ferry  boat,  over  to  Navy  Is- 
land. All  these  facts  appear  from  testimony  regu- 
larly taken,  (see  H.  R.  Document,  No.  302,  page  46 
and  39,  2d,  session,  25th  congress),  and  the  commit- 
tee know  of  no  legal  evidence  to  contradict  them. 
There  is  no  proof  that  any  arms  or  munitions  of 
war  were  carried  in  the  boat,  except,  perhaps,  one 
small  six  pounder  field  piece  belonging  to  a passen- 
ger. The  principal  object  was  to  run  the  boat  as 
a ferry  boat  from  Schlosser,  on  the  American  side, 
to  Navy  Island,  on  the  British  side.  It  is  believed 
that,  even  in  war,  a neutral  power  has  the  right  to 
trade  in  contraband  articles,  subject,  of  course,  to 
seizure  and  confiscation,  if  taken  within  the  juris- 
diction of  either  of  the  contending  parties.  What  is 
contraband  of  war  is  not  always  certain.  Treaty 
stipulations  frequently  include  some  articles,  and  ex- 
clude others  recognised  in  the  law  of  nations.  Trad- 
ing in  contraband  articles  is  no  excuse  fo.r  invading 
the  territory  and  soil  of  a neutral  and  independent 
power,  whose  private  citizens  may  choose  to  run  the 
hazzard  of  such  a trade.  In  this  instance  there  W'ere 
no  two  foreign  powers  engaged  in  war;  but  all  con- 
cerned in  the  outbreak  or  excitement  within  the  Bri- 
tish jurisdiction,  claimed  to  be  British  subjects  in  re- 
sistance of  the  authorities  of  Canada,  a province  of 
the  British  empire.  Even  admitting,  then,  that  the 
Caroline  was  engaged  in  contraband  trade,  yet  it  was 
with  citizens  who  claimed  to  be  subjects  ot  the  same 
empire  with  those  who  were  styled  the  legitimate 
officers  of  the  province. 

Abstractly  speaking,  how  W'as  a private  citizen  to 
decide  who  were  right  and  who  wrong  in  these  local 
disputes?  And  which  portion  of  citizens  of  the 
same  province  must  our  citizens  refuse  to  have  any 
communication  with?  But  the  boat  was  merely  used 
for  one  day  as  a ferry  boat;  and  on  the  night  of  the 
day  she  commenced  running,  she  was  seized  while 
moored  at  the  wharf  in  Schlosser,  and  burnt.  Se- 
veral men  were  assassinated;  certainly  one,  who  fell 
dead  upon  the  dock.  Now  the  insinuation  of  the 
British  minister,  that  Schlosser  was  “nominally” 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  may  well 
be  retorted,  as  we  can  with  eqnal  truth  say  that 
Navy  Island  was  “nominally”  within  the  “territo- 
ry” of  the  Brilish  government;  for  at  the  period  to 
which  we  allude,  the  people  collected  there  had  as 
effectually  defied  Canada  authorities  as  any  portion 
of  our  people  had  disregarded  ours.  Yet  British 
authority  thought  proper  to  pass  by  Navy  Island,  then 
in  its  “nominal”  territory,  and  in  the  plenitude  of 
its  power,  to  cast  the  eegis  of  British  jurisdiction 
over  American  soil.  This  was  truly  extending  over 
us  that  kind  guardianship  which  they  had  not  the 
ability  at  that  time  to  extend  to  a portion  of  theirown 
territory,  and  which  recommends  itself  to  us,  full  as 
much  from  its  assumption  as  from  its  love  of  right 
or  law. 

The  British  minister  is  pleased  also  to  call  the 
Caroline  a “piratical  steamboat.”  The  loose  epi- 
thets of  any  one,  no  matter  how  high  in  place,  can- 
not make  that  piracy  which  the  law  of  nations  does 
not  recognise  as  such.  Pirates  are  freebooters,  ene- 
mies ofthe  human  race;  and  eminent  jurists  discribe 
them  as  ravaging  every  sea  and  coast  with  no  flag 
and  no  home.  Piracy  comes  under  the  concurrent 
jurisdiction  of  all  nations.  Even  in  the  worst  point 
of  view  that  it  can  be  considered,  those  connected 
with  the  steamboat  Caroline  were  but  aiders  and 
abetors  of  others  engaged  in  rebellion.  And  the 
committee  are  totally  at  a loss  to  know  upon  what 
authority  rebellion  is  recognised  as  piracy.  Such 
confounding  of  terms  is  resting  the  case  upon  epithets 
instead  of  sound  law  or  facts.  But  even  supposing 
it  to  be  a “piratical  boat,”  as  the  minister  asserts  it 
to  be;  yet  the  moment  it  touched  our  soil  il  fell  under 
our  sovereignty,  and  no  power  on  earth  could  right- 
fully invade  it. 

There  is  no  doctrine  more  consecrated  in  English 
history,  than  that  every  human  being  who  touches 
the  soil  of  Great  Britain  is  immediately  covered  by 
British  law.  Suppose  one  of  her  vessels  were  cut 
from  the  banks  of  the  Thames  and  burnt  by  French- 
men, and  British  citizens  were  assassinated  at  night, 
and  the  French  minister  were  to  avow  that  they 
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acted  under  the  orders  of  his  government,  and  that 
the  vessel  was  “piratical,”  and  ihe  citizens  mur- 
dered were  outlaws — then  there  is  not  an  English- 
man whose  heart  would  not  beat  high  to  avenge  the 
wrong,  and  vindicate  the  rights  of  his  country.  The 
law  there  is  the  law  here.  And  there  is  no  inter- 
national law  consistent  with  the  separate  indepen- 
dence of  nations,  that  sanctions  the  pursuits  of  even 
pirates  to  murder  and  arson  over  the  soil  and  juris- 
diction of  one  of  the  states  of  this  confederacy.  No 
greater  wrong  can  be  done  to  a country  than  inva- 
sion of  soil,  [f  it  can  be  done  with  impunity  at  one 
point,  and  one  occasion, it  can  be  doneat  another, 
and  the  nation  that  submits  to  it,  finally  sinks  down 
into  drivelling  imbecility.  If  a representation  of 
the  state  of  things  at  Schlosser,  and  the  conduct  of 
those  who  had  control  of  the  Caroline,  had  first  been 
made  to  the  proper  authorities  of  New  York,  or  of 
the  United  States,  then  there  would  have  been  some 
show  at  least  of  respect  for  our  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence, and  a disposition  to  treat  us  as  an  equal. 
But  in  this  case,  as  if  to  treat  our  authorities  with 
contempt,  there  was  no  preliminary  demand  or  re- 
presentation made. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  outrage  was  perpetrated 
by  a party  in  sudden  heat  and  excitement,  upon 
their  own  responsibility.  But  the  British  minister 
now  avows  that  “the  act  was  the  public  act  of 
persons  obeying  the  constituted  authorities  of  her 
majesty’s  province,”  and  again  affirms  that  “it  was 
a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s  service, 
obeying  the  orders  of  their  superior  authorities.” 

If  this  had  been  the  first  and  only  point  of  collision 
with  Great  Britain  it  might  not  have  excited  such 
interest,  but  there  is  an  assumption  in  most  of  our 
intercourse  with  that  great  power,  revolting  to  the 
pride  and  spirit  of  independence  in  a free  people.  If 
it  be  her  desire  to  preserve  peace,  her  true  policy 
would  be  to  do  justice,  and  show  that  courtesy  to 
equals  which  she  has  always  demanded  from  others. 
Tue  committee  do  not  desire  to  press  views  on  this 
part  of  the  subject,  particularly  as  a demand  has  been 
made  by  our  government  upon  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  for  explanation  as  to  the  outrage  com- 
mitted, the  answer  to  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove 
satisfactory. 

As  to  the  other  points  presented  in  the  demand 
made  by  the  British  minister  for  the  “liberation”  of 
Alexander  McLeod,  the  committee  believe  the  facts 
of  the  case  to  be,  that  the.  steamboat  was  seized  and 
burnt  as  stated  before,  and  that  a citizen  or  citizens 
of  New  York  were  murdered  in  the  affray.  And 
there  were  reasons  to  induce  the  belief  that  McLeod 
was  particcps  criminis.  He  was  at  first  arrested,  and 
upon  various  testimony  being  taken,  was  then  dis- 
charged. He  w'as  afterwards  arrested  a second  time. 
Upon  the  evidence  then  presented,  he  was  impri- 
soned to  await  his  trial.  There  was  no  invasion  of 
British  territory  to  seize  or  take  him.  But  upon 
his  being  voluntarily  within  our  territory,  he  was 
arrested  as  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  charged 
with  a similar  offence,  might  have  been.  We  know 
of  no  law  of  nations  that  would  exempt  a man 
from  arrest  and  imprisonment  for  offences  charged 
lo  be  committed  against  the  “peace  and  dignity”  of 
a state,  because  lie  is  a subject  of  Great  Britain,  or 
because  he  committed  the  crimg  at  the  instigation  or 
under  the  authority  of  British  provincial  officers; 
much  less  do  we  know  of  any  law  that  would  justify 
the  president  to  deliver  him  up  without  trial,  at  the 
demand  and  upon  the  assertion  as  to  facts,  of  any 
agent  of  the  British  government.  If  we  had  been 
at  open  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  McLeod  had 
committed  the  ollences  charged,  then  he  might  have 
fallen  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  war,  and 
been  treated  as  a prisoner  of  the  United  S ates  go- 
vernment, and  would  have  been  subject  to  the  laws 
of  nations  in  war. 

But  as  the  alleged  criminal  acts,  in  which  McLeod 
is  charged  to  be  implicated,  were  committed  in  pro- 
found peace,  it  is  a crime,  as  far  as  he  may  be  con- 
cerned, solely  against  the  “peace  and  dignity”  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  her  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion is  complete  and  exclusive.  If  the  crimes  com- 
mitted be  such  as  to  make  a man  hostis  humani  ge- 
nus— an  outlaw — a pirate,  in  the  legal  acceptation 
of  the  term,  then  under  the  law  of  nations,  the 
United  States  courts  and  tribunals  would  have  juris- 
diction. But  the  offence  charged  in  this  case,  com- 
mitted as  it  was  in  time  of  peace,  as  far  as  this 
individual  was  concerned  was  one  purely  against  the 
lex  loci,  and  coming  exclusively  within  the  criminal 
jurisdiction  of  the  tribunals  of  New  York. 

The  minister,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th  Dec.  1840, 
says:  “it  is  quite  notorious  that  Mr.  McLeod  was 
not  one  of  the  party  engaged  in  the  destruction  of 
the  steamboat  Caroline;  and  that  the  pretended 
charge  upon  which  he  has  been  imprisoned  rests 
only  upon  the  perjued  testimony  of  certain  Cana- 
dians, outlaws  and  their  abettors,  &c.”  This  may 
perchance  all  be  so;  but  it  would  be  asking  a 


great  deal  to  require  an  American  court  to  yield  ju- 
risdiction, and  surrender  up  a prisoner  charged  with 
otfences  against  the  law,  upon  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of 
any  man,  no  matter  how  high  in  authority.  Whe- 
ther McLeod  be  guilty  or  not  guilty,  is  the  very 
point  upon  which  an  American  jury  alone  have  a 
right  to  decide.  Jurisdiction  in  slate  tribunals  over 
criminal  cases,  and  trial  by  jury  of  the  venue,  are  es- 
sential points  in  American  jurisprudence.  And  it 
i3  a total  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of  our 
system  to  suppose  that  there  is  any  right  in  the 
federal  executive  to  arrest  the  verdict  of  the  one 
or  thwart  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other.  If  such  a 
power  existed,  and  were  exercised,  it  would  effec- 
tually overthrow,  and  upon  a vital  point,  the  se- 
parate sovereignty  and  independence  of  these  states. 

The  federal  executive  might  be  clothed  with 
power  to  deliver  up  fugitives  from  justice  for  of- 
fences committed  against  a foreign  state,  but  even 
then  it  might  not  be  obligatory  to  do  so,  unless  it 
were  made  matter  of  treaty  stipulation.  This  duty 
and  right  in  an  executive  has  generally  been  consi- 
dered as  dormant,  until  made  binding  by  treaty  ar- 
rangement. But  when  the  matter  is  reversed,  and 
demand  is  made,  not  of  fugitives  from  justice  for 
offences  committed  against  a foreign  power,  but  for 
the  liberation  of  a man  charged  with  offences  against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  one  of  our  own  states,  then 
it  is,  that  the  demand  becomes  preposterous  in  the 
extreme.  The  fact  that  the  offences  were  committed 
under  the  sanction  of  provincial  authorities  does  not 
alter  Ihe  case,  unless  we  were  in  a state  of  war.  In 
such  cases  as  the  present,  the  power  to  deliver  up 
could  not  be  conferred  upon  the  federal  executive 
by  treaty  stipulation. 

It  could  not  be  conferred  in  those  cases  over 
which  jurisdiction  is  clearly  delegated  by  the  federal 
constitution.  Such,  for  instance,  as  treason,  which 
is  an  offence  against  the  conjoined  sovereignty  of  the 
states,  as  defined  in  the  constitution.  Over  all  cases 
except  those  defined  in  the  constitution,  and  those 
coming  clearly  under  the  laws  of  nations,  the  states 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  the  trial  and  pu- 
nishment for  offences  against  them,  are  incident  to 
their  separate  sovereignty.  It  is  not  pretended  in 
this  case  that  there  is  any  treaty  stipulation  under 
which  the  demand  is  made;  and  the  federal  execu- 
tive, under  our  system,  has  no  power  but  what  is 
conferred  by  the  constitution,  or  by  special  law  of 
congress.  In  the  former  it  is  declared  that  “the 
executive  power  is  vested  in  a president  of  the  U. 
States,”  and  that  power  is  then  pointed  out  and  de- 
fined by  special  laws  passed  from  time  to  time,  im- 
posing such  duties  as  are  thought  proper  and  expe- 
dient by  congress1. 

Your  committee  deem  it  dangerous  for  the  exe- 
cutive to  exercise  any  power  over  a subject-matter 
not  conferred  by  treaty  or  by  law;  and  to  exercise  it 
in  any  case  in  conflict  with  state  jurisdiction,  would 
be  worse  than  dangerous;  it  would  be  usurpation. 

But  your  committee  forbear  to  press  these  points 
further  at  present,  and  they  would  not  have  said  as 
much  on  such  clear  questions  of  international  law, 
but  that  in  this  case,  the  demand  for  liberation  has 
been  made  by  the  accredited  agent  of  a great  power, 
and  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  aggravation 
and  excitement. 

We  have  other  points  of  difference  with  Great 
Britain,  which  add  interest  to  every  question  that 
arises  between  us  at  present.  Neither  our  north- 
eastern or  northwestern  boundaries  are  yet  settled 
with  her,  and  the  subject  is  not  entirely  free  from 
difficulty.  She  has  recently  seized  our  vessels  and 
exercised  a power  involving  the.  right  of  search,  under 
the  pretext  of  suppressing  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
which,  if  persevered  in,  will  sweep  our  commerce 
from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  which  is  incompatible 
with  our  rights  as  a maritime  power.  She  has  re- 
cently, in  her  intercourse  with  us,  refused  indemni- 
ty and  denied  our  rights  to  property,  on  a subject- 
matter  vital  to  near  one-half  the  states  of  this  con- 
federacy, and  which,  considering  her  military  posi- 
tion at  Bermuda  and  her  growing  power  in  the  West 
Indies,  is  of  the  last  impoitance  to  our  national  in- 
dependence. 

All  these  subjects  make  every  question  between 
us,  at  this  peculiar  juncture,  of  the  deepest  interest. 

Besides  this,  we  are  both  permanently  destined  to 
have,  perhaps,  the  most  extensive  commerce  of  mo- 
dern nations.  Our  flags  float  side  by  side,  over 
every  sea,  and  bay,  and  inlet  of  the  known  globe. 

She  moves  steadily  upon  her  objects  with  an  am- 
bition that  knows  no  bounds.  And  wherever  she 
ha9  had  conflict  of  interest  she  has  rarely  yielded  to 
any  power. 

At  this  moment  she  presents  to  the  civilized  world 
the  spectacle  of  the  greatest  mililary  and  commercial 
power  in  combination  ever  known. 

From  her  vast  possessions  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  her  peculiar  commercial  system,  she  has 
been  made  the  reservoir  of  the  wealth  of  nations. 


Her  internal  resources,  skill,  labor  and  machine- 
ry, with  her  capital,  are  beyond  calculation.  Her 
natural  position,  being  about  midway  the  coast  of 
Europe,  gives  her  great  control  over  the  outlets  and 
currents  of  commerce. 

Her  military  occupation  of  Gibraltar,  Malta,  the 
Ionian  island,  and  recently  of  St.  Jean  d’Acre,  gives 
her  ascendency  on  the  Mediterranean  and  tiie  Le- 
vant, while  St.  Helena  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
give  her  possession  over  the  current  of  trade  along 
these  extensive  coasts.  Then  Bombay,  Calcutta, 
and  her  immense  possession  in  the  East  Indies,  to- 
gether with  her  recent  movements  in  the  China  seas 
and  islands,  enable  her  to  extend  her  power  over 
those  vast  regions  that  have  slumbered  for  ages  in 
solitary  and  enervated  magnificence.  She  possesses 
Falkland  island  but  to  control  the  commerce  that 
passes  around  Cape  Horn — while  Trinidad  gives 
her  all  she  desires  in  the  Carribean  sea.  Halifax,  at 
one  point,  and  Bermuda  at  another,  stand  out  in 
great  force  over  our  own  coast  from  one  extiemity 
to  the  other. 

Her  positions  all  over  the  world  are  at  this  mo- 
ment in  a militaiy  point  of  view,  equal  to  a mil- 
lion of  men  under  arms.  Her  continual  conflicts  in 
the  mighty  regions  of  the  east,  only  enable  her  of- 
ficers to  become  skilful  and  to  improve  in  the  art  of 
war,  while  her  great  armies  and  extensive  fleets 
draw  Iheir  support  from  the  immense  counlries 
seized  and  occupied.  In  the  present  juncture  of  af- 
fairs, no  statesman  can  overlook  these  things. — 
Steam  power  has  recently  brought  us  so  near  to- 
gether, that  in  the  event  of  any  future  conflict,  war 
with  its  effects  will  be  precipitated  upon  us  with 
much  more  rapidity  than  formerly. 

Avarice  and  ambition  are  the  ruling  passions  of 
modern  times,  and  it  is  vain  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
state  of  things  around  us.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
what  effect  steam  power  is  to  have  upon  changing 
and  modifying  the  whole  art  of  defence  and  war. 
It  may  be  a great  engine  for  again  levelling  man- 
kind, and  reducing  every  thing  to  a contest  of  mere 
physical  force.  In  that  event  it  might  be  difficult 
to  conjecture  what  system  of  national  defence  will 
stand  Ihe  test  of  time  and  experience. 

We  have  a deep  stake  in  peaee,  and  fondly  hope 
the  repose  of  the  world  will  not  be  disturbed.  We 
have  certainly  not  the  least  desire  for  any  rupture. 
Firmness,  and  a wise  preparation,  will  long  preserve 
us  from  such  a catastrophe.  But  while  no  tempta- 
tion should  ever  prompt  us  to  do  injustice  on  the  one 
hand,  so  no  consideration  on  the  other  hand,  should 
ever  induce  us  to  submit  to  permanent  wrong  from 
any  power  on  earth,  no  matter  what  the  conse- 
quences may  be. 

Your  committee  would  conclude  by  expressing  a 
firm  belief  that  all  our  points  of  difficulty  may  be 
honorably  and  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  harmony 
may  long  be  preserved  by  both  governments  pur- 
suing a liberal  and  generous  policy,  congenial  to  the 
interests  and  feelings  o(  both  people,  and  compatible 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  an  enlightened  age. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Everett  suggested  the  propriety  of  collecting 
and  printing  together,  in  one  pamphlet,  all  the  do- 
cuments upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hawes  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  report, 
unless  it  was  in  order  to  make  it.  The  speaker  said 
the  report  could  not  be  received,  unless  by  consent 
of  all  parties.  Mr.  Hawes  then  objected. 

Several  members  suggested  that  it  was  now  too 
late  to  make  the  objection,  as  the  report  was  actu- 
ally before  the  house,  and  motions  had  been  made 
and  entertained  respecting  it. 

Th e.  speaker  here  decided  that  the  objection  should 
have  been  made  when  Mr.  Pickens  proposed  to  sub- 
mit the  report;  that,  not  hearing  any  objection,  he 
had  received  the  report,  and  propositions  were  en- 
tertained respecting  it;  and  that  it  was  now  too  late 
to  raise  Ihe  objection. 

The  report  having  been  read,  Mr.  Everett  moved 
that  all  life  documents,  a list  of  which  he  furnished, 
should  be  printed  (ogether  with  the  report. 

Mr.  Granger  moved  to  divide  the  question,  which 
being  granted,  and  the  question  for  printing  being 
debatable,  he  entered  into  a discussion  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  report.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Pick- 
ens, in  a warm  and  zealous  defence  of  the  report. 

After  he  had  concluded,  Messrs.  Adams,  Everett, 
Grinnell  and  Fillmore  participated  in  the  debate. — 
[The  debate  is  one  of  profound  interest,  and  we  re- 
gret that  we  have  not  room  for  it  this  week;  but  we 
shall  give  it  entire  in  our  next  sheet.] — After  the 
latter  had  concluded,  the  question  occurred  on 
printing  the  documents;  which  was  lost.  The  house 
refusing  to  print  them  with  the  report. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  printing  the  re- 
port, which  was  concurred  in:  yeas  103,  nays  63. 

And,  at  twenty  minutes  after  four  o’clock,  the 
house  adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE.  , 

Almanacs.  Astrology  revived.  The  London  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Times,  writes  that  Mur- 
phy’s Weather  Almanac  which  sprung  into  extraor- 
dinary  popularity,  in  1837,  (because  ns  prediction  that 
January  16,  would  be  the  coldest  day  in  iheyeai,  turn- 
ed out  true),  has  had  a host  of  imitators.  Ihis  year 


it  announces,  for  January  17,  “probably  the  lowest  de- 
gree of  winter  cold.”  But  there  is  another  work,  which 
has  run  through  eleven  yearly  editions,  in  which  he 
author  takes  a higher  flight  than  merely  predicting  the 
state  of  the  weather— though  he  does  that  also,  giving 
an  account  of  the  weather  at  home,  and  the  storms 
abroad  in  1841.  The  author  of  Zadkiel’s  Almanac  and 
Herald  of  Astrology  is  lieut.  R.  J.  Morrison,  R.  N.  He 

resided  for  some  years  at  Liverpool,  where  I knew  him. 
He  undoubtedly  believes  in  astral  influences,  and  has 
many  followers.  Just  now,  he  is  in  high  feather— hay- 
ing  last  year,  before  there  was  any  idea  that  Victona 
would  marry  Albert,  formerly  declared  that  the  queen 
would  marry  early  in  February,  (which  she  did),  and 
have  a daughter  on  November  21st,  1840 — whicfi  ac- 
tually happened.  He  now  predicts  that  on  the  8th  of 
December,  1841,  the  queen  will  have  another  daughter, 
hut  says  there  will  be  “some  degree  of  danger  to  the 
infant,  or  difficult  birth.’’  Zadkiel  foretells  events  for 
all  places,  during  1841.  He  alludes  rarely  to  America. 
In  March,  at  Washington,  he  doubts  not  “that  the  go- 
vernment will  do  well  as  to  revenue  and  friends,  but 
they  are  also  violently  opposed  by  their  enemies.  Some 
epidemic  also  in  the  United  States.  Sudden  interrup- 
tfons  to  their  trade,  and  much  fraud  among  the  money- 
ed people,  banks,  &c.”  In  June  he  foresees  “a  return 
of  health  and  prosperity,  and  a plentiful  cotton  har- 
vest.” What  think  you  of  Zadkiel. 

Anti- masonry,  again.  It  is  announced  that  a “de- 
mocratic anti-masonic  convention,  is  to  beheld  in  May 
next  at  Harrisburg.”  This  must  be  for  the  purpose  of 
nominating  a candidate  for  governor  we  presume 

Banks.  The  bank  of  Milledgcville,  we  understand, 
anticipated  the  period  affixed  for  a general  resumption; 
and  commenced  specie  payments  on  the  25th  ult.  The 
Columbus  banks  resumed  payments  some  time  since. 
Thus  it  would  seem  the  interior  banks  have,  on  this 
occasion  at  least,  led  in  the  measure  of  resumption. 
In  fact,  during  the  whole  period  of  the  former  suspen- 
sion, the  bank  of  Columbus  continued  to  pay  specie. 

Resumption.  The  Columbus,  (Geo.)  Argus,  3d  inst. 
says:  “Tliebanksof  this  city,  all  resumed  on  Monday, 
and  as  we  expected,  no  stir  or  excitement  was  visible. 
But  little  demand  was  made  for  specie,  and  that  chiefly 
by  the  drovers.  The  Farmers  bank  of  Chattahoochee 
resumed,  and  its  bills  are  now  at  par  and  bankable. 
Rhodam  A.  Greene,  cashier  of  the  Western  bank  of 
Georgia,  redeems  the  bills  of  that  bank  payable  at 
Rome,  in  current  funds  in  this  city.” 

The  Charlestown,  Va.  Free  Press,  states  that  the 
banks  in  Winchester  had  resolved  that  it  was  expe- 
dient to  suspend  specie  payments. 

Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore.  The  committee  of  stock- 
holders appointed  at  a former  meeting,  made  their  re- 
port in  favor  of  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  a resolution 
offered  and  passed  authorising  the  directors  to  apply  to 
the  slate  legislature  to  allow  a reduction  of  the  stack  to 
@12  50  cents  per  share.  The  directors  are  also  autho- 
rised to  proceed  to  the  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
institution,  and  resume  active  business  as  soon  as  its 
affairs  will  justify.  [Sun. 

Bequests.  Mrs.  Christian  Baker  has  bequeathed  to 
the  American  board  of  foreign  missions,  and  the  Ame- 
rican Education  society,  equally,  an  estate  worth  pro- 
bably forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars;  to  the  American 
Bible  society  two  thousand  dollars,  and  to  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  society  at  Boston,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Buenos  Ayres.  There  were  at  Buenos  Ayres  on 
the  28th  November,  144  foreign  merchant  vessels,  of 
which  43  were  British;  20  American;  16  French. 

Coal  mines  on  fire.  The  mine  in  Pennsylvania 
which  we  have  frequently  noticed  the  progress  of  the 
fire  in,  still  continues  burning,  and  the  craters  upon 
the  summit  of  the  mountain  increase  in  size  and  num- 
ber. And  we  are  now  informed  that  the  mine  ol  Messrs. 
Stees  and  Oliver,  near  Pinegrove,  which  took  fire  about 
a month  since,  confines  burning  with  increased  fury. 
The  vein  is  a very  large  one — we  believe  the  mam- 
moth vein — and  consequently  must  prove  very  disas- 
trous to  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  who  reside  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

A similar  incident  occurred  lately  in  the  south  of 
France,  and- engineers  were  employed  to  turn  a river 
from  its  course  to  extinguish  the  subterraneous  fire. 
The  Pennsylvania  mines,  are  situated  far  above  the 
level  of  the  river. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  Philadelphia  100,  of 
which  22  were  of  consumption,  and  33  were  under  two 
years  of  age. 

We  have  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  P.  S. 
Parker,  esq.  American  consul  at  Bombay,  appointed 
in  1333,  and  filled  his  trust  with  honor  to  himself  and 
country;  died  oil  board  ship  last  October,  while  on  bis 
way  to  Zanzibar,  and  hence  home.  Aged  twenty-six 


Dogs.  The  number  of  dogs  in  the  United  States  is 
estimated  at  about  two  millions,  and  the  expense  of 
keeping  them  at  upwards  of  ten  millions  ot  dollars  per 
annum. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  7fa8j;  France 
5f.  20a22. 

On  Boston  par;  Philadelphia  3;  Baltimore  1 Ia2;  Rich- 
mond, Norfolk,  Petersburg  4;  Raleigh  5;  Charleston 
2j;  Augusta  7|;  Columbia  6j;  Savanna  5;  Mobile  8; 
New  Orleans  5j;  St.  Louis,  Louisville  7a7j;  Cincin- 
nati 64;  Nashville  12. 


yeas. 

Rezin  P.  Bowie,  so  well  known  in  the  southwest,  by 
reason  of  his  many  deeds  of  valor  in  its  early  history, 
among  the  Mexicans  and  savages  on  our  border,  died 
in  New  Orleans  on  the  17:k  ult.  aged  48  years. 

[Natchez  Courier. 


Fisheries.  The  growing  importance  of  the  lake 
fisheries  may  be  judged  of  by  the  following  statement 
of  the  Detroit  Advertiser.  That  paper  says,  “the 
amount  of  white  fish,  trout  and  Siskavel,  taken  in 
Lake  Superior,  Michigan,  Huron,  and  on  the  Detroit 
river,  last  season,  was  over  thirty  thousand  barrels ; of 
which,  1,950  barrels  were  taken  on  the  Detroit  river; 
600  at  the  head  of  Hog  Island,  and  800  oil  Goose 
Isle.” 

Flour.  12,000  bids,  sold  last  week  at  New  Yorkfor 
the  English  market,  at  $4  81  a @4  75 — 3 or  4,000  sold 
at  Philadelphia  for  the  same  destination  at  the  same 
prices. 

The  inspections  of  the  week  in  Baltimore  amounted 
to  17,217  bbls.  and  642  half  bbls.  Prices  @4  87  to  @4  62. 

Gen.  Harrison’s  household  (we  learn  from  the  Ma- 
disonian) will  not  be  completed  until  after  the  opening 
of  the  spring,  when  Mrs.  Harrison,  now  at  North 
Bend,  is  expected  to  join  the  general.  Meantime  the 
domestic  arrangements  of  the  white  house  will  be  su- 
perintended by  the  family  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  general’s 
son-in-law,  who  will  be  bis  private  secretary. 

Intercourse.  The  Boston  Transcript  says:  The 
Columbia  brought  out  from  England  SO  mail  bags  and 
72,000  letters,  about  half  of  which  were  left  at  Halifax 
for  the  province. 

Lead.  According  to  the  Galena  Gazetlee,  the  ex- 
ports of  lead  from  Galena,  for  the  fast  year  have 
amounted  to  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  for  which 
seventeen  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid 
them. 

Longevity.  The  official  returns  of  the  census  of 
Worcester  county,  Maryland,  show  that  there  are  25 
persons  in  that  county  over  100  years  of  age — this  in  a 
population  of  18,253,  is  a larger  ratio  than  will  be  ex- 
hibited by  any  part  of  the  union. 

McLeod  indicted.  On  the  6th  instant,  at  Lockport, 
the  grand  jury  found  a true  bill  of  indictment  against 
McLeod,  for  the  murder  of  Amos  Durfee,  at  the  time 
of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline. 

The  Rochester  Adverti^r  says:  “We  understand 
that  a guard  of  militia  volunteers  is  stationed  near  the 
jail  in  Lockport,  every  night,  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  McLeod’s  escape.  There  is  a settled  apprehension 
of  fraud  in  relation  to  this  person,  which,  it  seems,  the 
people  there  are  determined  to  prevent. 

Missionary  operations.  The  annual  report  of  the 
American  board  of  commissioners  of  foreign  missions, 
shows  the  operations  the  past  year: 

The  receipts  during  the  yearhavebeen  @246,691  64, 
and  the  expenditures  @246,600  27.  The  are  25  mis- 
sions, embracing  80  stations,  at  which  there  are  134 
ordained  missionaries,  10  physicians,  not  preachers, 
14  teachers,  10  printers  and  bookbinders,  11  other 
male  and  186  female  assistants — making  in  all,  365 
missionary  laborers  from  this  country.  There  are,  be- 
sides, 15  nafive  preachers  and  167  other  native  assis- 
tants— in  all,  487,  which  are  under  the  control  of  the 
board,  and  are  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  it.  There 
are  15  printing  establishments;  55  churches,  contain- 
ing 17,234  members;  8 seminaries  for  boys,  containing 
413  boarding  scholars;  6 preparatory  boarding  schools, 
containing  100  pupils;  10  female  boarding  schools, 
containing  2J5  pupils— making  the  whole  number  of 
boarding  schools  24,  and  boarding  schoolars  807;  of 
free  schools  there  are  415,  containing  21,606  pupils. 
The  number  of  books  and  tracts  printed  the  past  year 
is  635,000,  containing  45,202,506  pages — and  the  whole 
number  of  pages  printed  since  the  establishment  of 
the  board  is  223,156,031. 

A millionaire.  The  Pittsburg  American  states 
that  Mr.  William  Hogg,  cf  Brownsville,  (Pa.)  died  a 
his  residence,  on  Friday  last,  leaving  an  estate  of 
@1.100,000  to  collateral  heirs. 

OriUM.  The  sale  of  opium  is  increasing  in  London,  to 
non-inedical  customers.  In  1833,  duties  were  paid  on 
30,000  lbs.;  in  1S3J.  on  40,000.  At  Lincoln,  opium 
eaters  are  quite  common,  and  the  drug  is  sold  as  fre- 
quently as  Epsom  salts. 

The  Pope.  The  present  pope  of  Rome  bears  the 
title  of  Gregory  XVI,  and  he  stands  No.  253  on  the  list 
of  the  occupantsofSt. Peter’s  chair.  He  wasborn  on  the 
26th  of  September,  1765,  and  consequently  is  verging 
on  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  is  somewhat  celebrat- 
ed for  his  literary  talents.  He  was  elected  on  the  21st 
of  February,  1831,  and  invested  with  the  tiara  in  four 
days  afterwards. 

Population.  Since  1790  Virginia  has  increased  her 
population  at  the  rate  of  61  per  cent,  and  New  York  at 
that  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  per  cent. 

Judicial  proceedings.  A correspondent  of  the  St 
Louis  Gazette,  writing  from  the  capital  of  that  state, 
mentions  a fist  fight  which  took  place  recently  between 
judge  Scott  of  that  circuit  and  T.  P.  Price,  mayor  ot 


Jefferson.  The  city  alderman  took  the  responsibility 
of  issuing  a warrant  for  the  arrest  of  his  superiors  in 
office,  and  upon  a hearing  of  the  case,  his  honor  the 
mayor  was  discharged,  and  his  honor,  judge  Scott, 
was  fined  in  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents! 

Rail  roads.  There  are  3,319  miles  of  rail  road  in 
use  in  the  United  States,  constructed  at  a cost  of 
@86,000.000,  and  yielding  an  average  of  about  5 j per 
cent.  1,802  miles  more  are  in  progress  of  completion; 
and  the  whole  number  of  miles  projected,  including 
finished,  unfinished  and  routes  examined,  is  nearly 
10,000. 

Steamers.  Mr.  Cunard  has  determined  to  establish 
a weekly  line  of  steamers  between  Liverpool  and  Bos- 
ton. 'I  he  New  York  folks  must  look  out. 


Steam  firf.  engine.  Steam  has  but  just  commenced 
its  mighty  career  amongst  men.  Another  of  its  tri- 
umphs we  are.  about  to  witness,  in  its  superior  efficacy 
in  extinguishing  conflagrations  in  cities  that  have  here- 
tofore expended  so  much  in  fire  apparatus  and  on  fire 
companies.  The  insurance  companies  of  the  city  cf 
New  York  have  the  first  steam  engine  “Exterminator” 
adapted  to  this  object  nearly  completed.  The  Com- 
mercial Advertiser,  says:  “It  resembles  very  much  a 
locomotive,  such  as  are  used  ori  railways.  The  hind 
wheels,  which  support  it  in  its  passage  through  the 
streets,  propel  the  machinery  when  at  work  at  a fire, 
being  lifted  from  the  ground  by  large  jack  screws.  It 
is  of  twenty  horse  power,  and  from  the  great  strength 
of  its  boiler,  it  would  not  be  deemed  imprudent  to  work 
it  fifty  per  cent,  higher.  The  bore  to  which  hose  will 
be  attached  is  fifteen  inches  and  three-quarters  in  cir- 
cumference, and  the  mouth  of  the  pipe  will  be  much 
less — giving  a great  impetus  to  the  volume  of  water, 
and  throwing  it  to  a greater  distance  than  our  best  en- 
gines. It  is  so  constructed  that,  should  it  be  necessa- 
ry, three  or  four  streams  can  play  from  the  engine  at 
the  same  time.  The  engine  will  be  stationed  in  the 
fifth  district,  probably  at  or  near  Burling  slip.  It  is  to 
be  drawn  by  a pair  of  strong  horses,  and  attended  by 
a driver,  an  engineer  and  a fireman.” 

As  flames  are  extinguished  the  more  immediately 
by  increasing  the  volume  of  water  that  is  thrown  at 
once  and  together  thereon,  a single  engine  of  this  cali- 
bre will  be  competent  to  arrest  a fire  which  four  times 
the  same  quantity  of  water  thrown  from  a number  of 
common  fire  engines,  would  not  be  able  to  arrest. 

Stocks  have  improved  slightly  since  our  last — at  N. 
York  U.  S.  bank  shares  from  25|  to  2S;  Phila.  and 
Balt,  rail  road  37. 

The  Pennsylvania  Inquirer  estimates  the  loss  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  depreciation  of  in- 
vestments in  stocks  within  the  last  few  years,  at  fifty 
millions  of  dollars. 

Supreme  court  United  States.  An  interesting 
case  is  before  the  supreme  court,  involving  most  impor- 
tant consequences  and  some  millions  of  dollars  in  pro- 
perty. The  pith  of  the  question  at  issue  is  whether  the 
sale  of  slaves  imported  into  the  state  of  Mississippi  is 
valid.  The  constitution  of  Mississippi  prohibits  the 
importation  for  purposes  of  merchandise,  and  theques- 
tion  is  whether  the  sale  is  vitiated.  Mr.  Walker,  one  of 
the  senators  from  Mississippi,  opened  the  case  in  favor 
of  the  validity  of  the  sale.  Mr.  Jones  replies  to-day. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  will  rejoin  to-morrow,  and  the 
argument  will  be  concluded  by  Mr.  Webster,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  courtroom  has  been  crowded  to-day, 
and  the  case  excited  general  interest. 

The  Amistad  case  was  set  apart  for  to-d<y’,  but  the 
case  under  consideration  took  precedence. 

• [Balt.  American. 

Tea.  The  packet  ship  Sampson  arrived  at  New 
York  has  brought  us  1,092  chests  of  tea  from  Lon- 
don!! 

T T T.  They  have  temperance  wagons  in  the  west, 
marked  with  three  Ts,  to  denote  that  the  owner  is  a 
tee-to-tal!er. 

The  Tigris  case.  The  libel  in  this  case  was  on  Sa- 
turday dismissed,  the  libellant  not  furnishing  the  se- 
curity required:  He  lias  until  Friday  next  to  enter  an 
appeal. 

Tunnels.  The  English  having  nearly  completed  a 
communication  under  the  Thames,  an  American  now 
proposes  to  tunnel  the  Mississippi  at  New  Orleans,  not 
witii  stone,  but  with  cast  iron. 

LJniveesity  at  Berlin,  Prussia,  numbers  at.  present 
1,7SS  students,  of  whom  396  arc  pursuing  the  study  of 
theology,  447  jurisprudence,  404  medicine,  and  360 
philosophy.  About  500  of  them  are  foreigners.  The 
royal  library  has  been  augmented  by  69,418  volumes 
during  the  last  ten  years. 

Weather.  We  have  the  second  edition  of  winter. 
Upon  the  Baltimore  bason,  which  was  open  to  naviga- 
tion on  Friday  last.  Carts  and  horses  travelled  upon 
the  ice  on  Monday.  The  Potomac,  Patapsco,  Susque- 
hanna and  all  our  rivers  are  completely  frozen. 

On  Friday  morning  at  Poughkeepsie,  the  thermome- 
ter stood  at  13  degrees  below  zero. 

According  to  the  register  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania 
hospital,  in  Philadelphia,  the  quantity  of  water  which 
fell  in  January  in  snow  and  rain’  was  734  inches. 
There  were  11  clear  days,  and  20  days  of  snow,  rain 
and  clouds. 

The  winter  in  Europe  so  faf,  is  stated  to  have  been 
very  severe. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamship  Britannia  arrived  at  Boston  on 
Monday  morning,  at  half  past  seven  o’clock,  from 
Liverpool,  which  place  she  left  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  of  February.  After  experiencing  boiste- j 
rous  weather  and  head  winds  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  passage,  the  vessel  touched  at  Halifax 
on  Saturday  evening  the  20th  instant,  and  arrived 
below  at  Boston  on  Sunday  night.  The  Britannia 
brought  eighty-five  passengers. 

Considering  the  space  of  time  over  which  the 
dates  extend,  the  news  is  of  very  little  interest. 
There  is  nothing  later  from  China. 

The  eastern  question  is  settled.  The  intelligence 
was  received  in  London  on  Ihe  1st  instant  in  de- 
spatches from  admiral  Stopford,  in  which  it  is  stat- 
ed, that  commodore  Napier  had  arranged  aflairs 
with  such  success  at  Alexandria,  that  the  whole  of 
the  Turkish  fleet  was  given  up  to  admiral  Walker 
on  the  11th  January,  and  that  Mehewet  Ali  had 
completely  sublnitteil  to  the  sultan.  And  on  the 
12th  of  January  one  of  the  officers  of  the  sultan 
lefr  Constantinople  for  Alexandria,  the  bearer  of  a 
firman,  by  which  his  highness  officially  accords  to 
Mehemet  Ali  the  hereditary  possession  ofEgj'pt. 

It  further  appears  that  Ibrahim’s  army  was  im- 
mediately to  evacuate  Syria  and  to  return  to  Egypt, 
and  arrangements  had  been  made  to  send  transports 
to  CaiS'a,  to  bring  away  the  women  and  children, 
and  sick  of  the  army. 

The  arrival  out  ot  the  Cambridge,  of  8th  Janua- 
ry, and  the  accounts  she  carried  of  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  the  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  fall  in  its  stock — excited  much  uneasiness 
in  London.  What  will  it  be  when  the  whole  truth 
is  known? 

The  British  parliament  assembled  on  the  20th 
ult.  and  was  opened  by  the  queen  in  person.  Her 
speech  on  this  occasion  is  more  remarkable  for 
what  it  does  not  say  than  for  what  it  does.  The 
absence  of  allusion  to  Ihe  slale  of  the  relations  be- 
tween England  and  France  is  the  omission  to 
which  we  have  reference.  It  is  stated  in  the  French 
papers  that  the  English  ministry  had  inserted  in  the 
original  draught  of  the  speech  a friendly  paragraph 
towards  France,  but'that  a ItTw  hours  before  the 
opening  o(  parliament  an  account  of  the  two  pro- 
jects ot  law  presented  to  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
the  one  calling  for  a levy  of  80,000  recruits,  and  the 
other  providing  for  the  organization  of  an  army  of 
reserve,  had  been  received  and  was  the  cause  ol  the 
studied  silence  observed  in  the  speech. 

The  French  papers  comment  on  the  omission  of 
any  mention  of  Fi  ance. 

The  French  funds  declined  in  consequence  of  the 
unfavorable  impression  produced  by  the  speech. 
The  reports  of  the  debates  on  it  had  not  then  reach- 
ed Paris. 

The  publication  in  the  Paris  papers  subsequently 
of  the  debates  on  the  address  seem  to  have  satisfied 
the  Paris  quidnuncs. 

The  debate  on  the  fortifications  of  Paris  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies  ot  France,  bad  been  very  ani- 
mated and  had  not  yet  terminated.  The  opposition 
to  the  Guizot  administration  continues  fierce  and 
unrelenting. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Speech  of  the  British  queen.  The  British  parlia- 
ment met  on  the  26th  of  January.  Her  majesty  at- 
tended in  person,  and  read  from  the  throne  “the  fed- 
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lowing  gracious  speech,  with  good  emphasis  and 
good  discretion.” 

My  lords  and  gentlemen:  I have  the  satisfaction 

to  receive  from  foreign  powers  assurances  of  their 
friendly  disposition,  and  of  their  earnest  desire  to 
maintain  peace. 

The  posture  of  affairs  in  the  Levant  had  long  been 
a cause  of  uneasiness  and  a source  of  danger  to  the 
general  tranquillity.  With  a view  to  avert  the  evils 
which  a continuance  of  that  state  of  things  was  cal- 
culated to  occasion,  I concluded  with  the  emperor 
of  Austria,  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, and  the  sultan,  a convention  intended  to  effect  a 
pacification  of  the  Levant,  and  maintain  the  integ- 
rity and  independence  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
thereby  afford  additional  security  to  the  peace  of 
Europe. 

1 have  given  directions  I hat  this  convention  shall 
be  laid  before  you.  . 

1 rejoice  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that  the  mea- 
sures which  have  been  adopted  in  execution  of  these 
engagements  have  been  attended  with  signal  suc- 
cess; and  I trust  that  the  objects  w hich  the  contract- 
ing parties  had  in  view  are  on  the  eve  of  being  com- 
pletely accomplished. 

In  the  course  of  these  transactions,  my  naval 
iorces  have  co-operated  with  those  of  the  emperor 
ol  Austria,  and  with  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  the 
sultan,  and  have  displayed  upon  all  occasions  their 
accustomed  gallantry  and  skill. 

Having  deempii  it  necessary  to  send  to  the  coast 
of  China,  a naval  and  military  force  to  demand  re- 
paration and  redress  for  injuries  inflicted  upon  some 
of  my  subjects  by  the  officers  of  the  emperor  of 
Ctiina,  and  for  indignities  offered  to  an  agent  of  iny 
crown,  I at  the  same  time  appoint  plenipotentiaries 
to  treat  upon  these  matters  with  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment. 

These  plenipotentiaries  were  by  the  last  account 
in  negotiation  with  the  government  of  China,  and  it 
w ill  be  a source  of  much  gratification  to  me,  if  that 
government  shall  be  induced  by  its  own  sense  of 
justice  to  bring  these  matters  to  a speedy  settlement 
by  an  amicable  arrangement. 

Serious  differences  have  arisen  between  Spain  and 
Portugal  about  the  execution  of  a treaty  concluded 
by  those  powers  in  1835,  for  regulating  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Douro.  But  both  parties  have  accepted 
my  medialion,  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  effect  a re- 
conciliation between  them  upon  terms  honorable  to 
both. 

1 have  concluded  wilh  the  Argentine  confedera- 
tion, and  with  Ihe  republic  of  Hayti,  treaties  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  which  I have  direct- 
ed to  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons:  I have  di- 
rected Ihe  estimates  ol  the  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
However  sensible  of  the  importance  of  adhering 
to  the  principles  of  economy,  1 feel  it  to  be  m v duly 
to  recommend  that  adequate  provision  be  made  lor 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen:  Measures  will  be  sub- 

mitted to  you  without  delay  which  have  for  their 
object  the  more  speedy  ami  effectual  administra- 
tion of  justice.  Tile  vital  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject is  sufficient  to  insure  ior  it  your  early  and  most 
serious  consideration. 

The  powers  of  the  commissioners  appointed  un- 
der the  act  ior  the  amendment  of  the  laws  relating 
to  the  poor  expire  at  the  termination  of  the  present 
year.  I feel  assured  that  you  will  earnestly  direct 
your  attention  to  enactments  which  so  deeply  con- 
cern Ihe  interests  of  the  community. 

It  is  always  with  entire  confidence  that  I recur  to 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  my  parliament.  I place 
my  reliance  upon  your  wisdom,  loyalty  and  patriot- 
ism; and  I humbly  implore  of  Divine  Providence 
that  all  your  counsels  may  be  so  directed  as  to  ad- 
vance Ihe  great  interest  ol  morality  and  religion,  to 
preserve  peace,  and  to  promote  by  enlightened  le- 
gislation the  welfare  and  happiness  of  all  classes  of 
my  subjects. 

At  tile  conclusion  of  the  speech,  the  queen  retired 
from  the  house.  Upon  the  reassembling  ol  the  lords, 
lord  Ducie  proposed  the  usual  address.  He  com- 
mented upon  the  continued  maintenance  of  peace, 
and  gave  credit  to  the  measures  of  the  government 
for  securing  it.  In  the  Levant,  in  China,  in  India, 
the  efforts  of  the  government  had  been  attended 
with  success,  while  the  nation  was  prosperous  and 
Contented  at  home.  The  restoration  of  credit  in 


the  United  States,  he  said,  was  another  subject  of 
congratulation;  and  while  the  cessation  of  the  block- 
ade in  the  South  American  ports  would  ienew  com- 
munications with  that  country,  the  recognition  of 
Texas  would  open  a new  and  most  extensive  field 
for  enterprise. 

Lord  Brougham  replied  that  he  felt  compelled  to 
notice  a passage  in  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the 
address,  in  which  he  congratulated  them  upon  “the 
unabated  assurance  received  from  all  foreign  pow- 
ers of  their  disposition  (o  maintain  the  most  friendly 
relations  with  this  country.”  There  was  no  passage 
to  that  effect  in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  al- 
though there  had  been  last  year,  and  the  omission 
£J*&S-Sted  to  his  mind  the  most  gloomy  apprehen- 
sions. He  feared  that  a material  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  relations  with  France,  that  an  interrup- 
tion had  occurred  to  the  good  understanding  which 
had  existed  for  ten  years,  and  that  an  alliance  so 
well  calculated  to  promote  peace  throughout  the 
world  was  in  danger.  The  alliance  between  Eng- 
land and  France  gave  the  only  competent  security 
lor  Turkey  against  the  designs  of  Russia,  and  the 
cessation  of  that  alliance  would  be  an  evil  which  no 
success  in  arms,  however  brilliant  could  compen- 
sate. He  feared  that  the  alienation  which  had  lon°- 
existed  between  France  and  Russia  miglfi,  in  ca°e 
of  any  estrangement  with  this  country,  give  way  to 
a new  course  of  policy,  and  that  these  two  powers 
might  combine  for  ihe  furtherance  of  their  joint  in- 
terests. He  trusted  that  neither  in  France  nor  in 
England  would  it  be  thought  that  the  people  for  an 
instant  felt  indifferent  to  the  evils  of  war. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  expressed  his  approval 
of  the  course  of  foreign  policy  which  had  been 
adopted.  He  had  long  viewed  with  anxiety  the 
dangers  that  were  likely  to  result  from  the  stale  of 
affairs  in  the  Levant,  and  he  rejoiced  to  think  that 
those  dangers  would  be  now  averted,  and  that  France 
would  join  wilh  the  other  powers  in  carrying  out 
measures  for  continuance. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  moving  the  address 
to  the  queen,  an  animated  debate  arose  on  the  pos- 
ture of  British  foreign  affairs,  but  the  speakers  upon 
both  sides  seemed  to  insist  on  the  necessity  of  pre- 
serving friendly  relations  with  France.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  complained  that  the  queen  had  made  no  refer- 
ence in  her  speech  to  the  affairs  of  Canada,  to  the 
United  States  boundary  question,  and  the’repeal 
agitation  in  Ireland.  The  addresses  to  the  queen 
were  carried  in  both  houses  without  amendment. 

Money  market.  The  public  securities  were  much 
depressed,  on  the  1st,  by  the  intelligence  received 
in  London,  respectingthe  United  States  hank.  The 
sales  of  the  Saturday  previous,  to  the  extent  of 
£ 100,000,  had  some  influence  on  the  prices  of 
stocks.  1 

The  late  news  from  America,  relative  to  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  produced 
some  anxiety  among  those  interested  in  American 
affairs;  but  although  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  the  accounts  are  correct  in  so  far  as  they  state 
that  the  American  money  market  was  depressed, 
and  that  the  shares  of  the  bank  had  fallen,  there  is 
great  reason  to  believe  that  fhe  assertion,  “of  all 
confidence  in  the  institution  being  gone,”  is  untrue 
and  we  have  no  difficulty  in  stating  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  immediate  assets  and  liabilities  is  falla- 
cious. 

The  house  of  Garry  and  Curtis,  a leading  firm  in 
the  Riga  trade,  has  stopped  payment.  Their  en- 
gagements are  stated  at  £ 60,001). 

Cotton  markets.  Liverpool,  4th  February,  1841. 
Referring  back  to  our  circular  of  the  13th  ult.  we 
have  to  advise  that  our  cotton  marketcontinued  firm 
and  steady  up  to  about  the  19th  ult.  when  it  became 
heavy,  and  continued  so  until  the  27th,  with  a de- 
cline in  prices  of  £<). 

The  sales  for  Ihe  week  ending  15th  ult.  were 
51,370  bales;  for  that  ended  22d  ult.  they  were 
36,050,  and  for  the  weekended  29th  ult.  24,520 
bales.  Of  the  latter  3,800  were  Upland  at  6a7; 
14,470;  Orleans  at  5Ja7Jj;  with  some  choice  lots  of 
fancy  marks,  at  7§a8$;  1,480  Alabama  and  Mobile 
at  6a7|;  and  290  Sea  Island  at  15a27d.  per  lb.  For 
the  past  four  days  to  last  evening  the  business  is 
estimated  at  about  20,000  bales,  about  4,500  of  it 
to  speculators,  but  yesterday’s  portion  of  the  sales 
was  only  about  2,500  bales,  and  none  of  it  to  specu- 
lators. For  Upland  may  now  be  quoted  6jja6|;  and 
fair  Oileans  and  Mobile,  6§  per  ib. 
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FRANCE. 

The  Paris  papers  of  the  31st  January  are  occu- 
pied chiefly  by  the  discussions  on  the  fortifications 
of  the  capital.  An  amendment  to  the  project  pro- 
posing to  limit  the  works  to  detached  forts,  placed 
at  4,000  yards  distance  from  the  present  wall,  was 
rejected  late  on  Saturday  by  236  votes  against  175. 
This  was  considered  decisive  of  the  law,  which 
will  no  doubt  pass,  and  M.  Thiers  and  the  king  of 
the  French  will  both  have  carried  their  point  of  en- 
circling Paris  with  a circle  of  about  twenty  for- 
tresses; connected  by  an  entrenched  wall. 

Death  of  an  American  consul  in  France.  Died  on 
Sunday  evening,  January  31,  in  Paris,  in  the  68th 
year  of  his;age,  of  typhoid  exhaustion  after  gout, — 
Daniel  Brent,  esq.  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  Paris,  and  agent  of  American  claims. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

Letters  and  papers  from  Lisbon  to  the  18th  Janu- 
ary announce  that,  so  far  as  Portugal  is  concerned, 
the  Douro  question  may  be  considered  as  settled;  for 
although  the  opposition  members  ot  the  chamber  of 
deputies  had  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  ad- 
justment by  absenting  themselves  from  the  cham- 
ber, the  several  articles  of  the  convention  had  been 
fully  discussed,  and  the  measures  finally  approved, 
on  the  16th. 

Tlie  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Chronicle 
thinks,  however,  that  Spain  is  bent  upon  a quarrel; 
and  will  find  other  pretexts,  though  the  present  be 
removed. 

The  Globe,  of  Cadiz,  of  the  18th  ult.  mentions  that 
the  garrison  had  mutinied,  and  compelled  the  city 
intendant  to  deliver  up  to  the  military  authorities 
the  funds  placed  in  his  hands  for  the  public  service. 
This  journal  endeavors  to  excuse  the  conduct  of  the 
troops,  by  observing  that  they  were  left  without 
either  clothes  or  shoes,  and  reduced  to  depend  on 
public  subscriptions  for  maintenance. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Gen.  Harrison  at  Richmond.  The  Rich- 
mond Compiler  of  yesterday  states  that  general 
Harrison  has  mingled  freely  with  the  citizens,  dur- 
ing his  sojourn  at  the  capital  of  the  ancient  do- 
minion, and  that  he  has  been  entertained  in  the  old 
Virginia  style — with  all  courtesy,  respect  and  hos- 
pitality— without  the  pomp  and  parade  which  are 
the  characteristics  of  public  demonstrations  in 
many  other  states.  The  general,  it  is  added,  bears 
up  finely  under  the  excitement  and  consequent  fa- 
tigue of  the  incessant  collision  with  company,  and 
the  constant  exercise  of  his  colloquial  powers. 

A dinner  was  given  to  gen.  Harrison  at  the  log 
cabin  on  Saturday,  at  which  a large  company  was 
present.  Gov.  Gilmer  was  among  the  guests.  In  re- 
sponse to  a sentiment  of  the  company,  after  removal 
of  the  cloth,  gen.  Harrison  made  a speech  which  is 
characterized  as  forcible,  and  replete  with  wisdom 
and  sound  sense. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  to  remain  at  Richmond  yes- 
terday, and  would  be  present  at  the  interesting  ce- 
remonial of  the  presentation  of  the  swords,  to  the 
nine  gallant  officers  of  the  land  and  naval  service, 
to  whose  heroism  in  the  time  of  trial,  these  testi- 
monials have  been  awarded.  To-day,  it  was  the 
purpose  of  the  president  elect,  to  set  out  for  the  old 
mansions  of  the  Harrison  family  on  James  River,  to 
spend  a few  days  with  his  relatives,  before  assura- 
inn-  the  responsible  duties  of  the  station  to  which  he 
has  been  elevated. 

The  Whig  says — “'General  Harrison  arrived  in 
Richmond  on  Wednesday  evening  in  the  northern 
cars,  and  was  received  by  mayor  Lambert  and  Mr. 
Lyons,  president  of  the  Tippecanoe  club,  in  behalf 
of  that  association,  and  conducted  to  the  Powhatan 
house,  escorted  by  a large  multitude.  After  arriving 
there,  gen.  Harrison  appeared  for  a few  minutes  at 
the  balcony,  but  did  not  address  the  crowd.  Gen. 
Harrison  appears  in  decidedly  better  health  than 
in  1836. 

He  was  at  the  Merchants’  Coffee  house  yesterday 
at  noon,  and  at  t tie  Powhatan  house  between  10  and 
12  o’clock,  to  receive  his  friends. 

The  Richmond  papers  state  that  on  Thursday  last 
general  Harrison  visited  the  Merchants’  Coffee 
house,  where  he  met  a large  number  of  citizens 
who  had  assembled  to  pay  their  respects  to  him. 
The  Compiler  states  that  in  a brief  address  made  by 
general  Harrison  he  took  occasion  “to  refer  to  the 
charge  of  abolitionism  preferred  against  Mr.  Gran- 
ger a member  of  his  cabinet,  that  is  to  be.  He  said 
that  Mr.  Granger  had  seen  the  charge  emanating 
from  Richmond,  and  denied  positively  that  he  was 
an  abolitionists;  and  remarked  that  if  he  should 
ever  do  any  thing  showing  him  to  be  one,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  gen.  Harrison  to  eject  him  from  his 
cabinet.” 

During  the  same  day  he  also  visited  the  house  of 
delegates,  then  in  session,  and  was  introduced  to 
many  of  the  members. 


Vice  president  Tylf.r.  Gov.  Tyler  arrived 
in  Richmond  on  Saturday,  on  his  way,  we  presume,  | 
to  the  seat  of  the  federal  government.  The  senate  of 
the  United  States  convenes  on  the  5th  March  in  its 
simple  executive  capacity. 

The  Whig  says,  we  are  gratified  to  find  the  vice 
president  looking  so  well,  having  heard  that  he  had 
recently  been  indisposed. 

Mr.  Badger,  of  N.  Carolina,  has  accepted  the 
offer  of  the  post  of  secretary  of  the  navy  under  the 
new’ administration. 

Foreign  relations.  Case  of  L' Amistad.  In 
the  senate  on  Friday,  a message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  transmitting 
copies  of  correspendence  between  the  state  depart- 
ment and  the  representative  of  foreign  governments 
relative  to  the  negroes  taken  on  board  L’Amistad, 
which  has  occurred  since  his  message  of  the  21st 
March,  1840.  \Globe. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  Jan.  20,  1S41. 
Sir:  I am  instructed  to  represent  to  you  that  the 
attention  of  her  majesty’s  government  has  been  se- 
riously directed  (o  the  case  of  certain  African  ne- 
groes, found  on  board  the  Spanish  ship  “Amistad,” 
the  same  persons  whose  cause  has  been  brought  be- 
fore the  courts  of  law  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
whom  a powerful  and  humane  interest  appears  to  be 
felt  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  England. 

It  is  known  to  her  majesty’s  government  that 
these  negroes  were  imported  into  Cuba  direct  from 
the  coast  of  Africa,  in  a Portuguese  slave  vessel 
called  the  Tecora,  in  the  summer  of  1839,  and  that, 
shortly  after  their  arrival,  they  were  purchased  as 
slaves  at  the  Havana  by  two  Spaniards  of  the  name 
of  Jose  Ruiz  and  Pedro  Monlez.  Ruiz  and  Moutez 
then  placed  the  negroes  on  board  the  schooner 
Amistad,  intending  to  convey  them  to  another  port 
in  Cuba.  It  appeais  that  during  the  voyage,  the 
negroes  with  a view  of  recovering  their  liberty, 
seized  possession  of  the  vessel,  put  the  master  to 
death,  and  ordered  the  remaining  whites  to  navigate 
the  vessel  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  whites,  how- 
ever, directed  their  course  towards  North  America, 
until  they  were  fallen  in  with  by  file  United  Slates 
brig-of-war  Washington,  when  the  Amistad  was 
finally  brought  into  the  port  of  New  London,  in 
Connecticut.  The  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of  the  negroes  in 
the  U.  States  are  sufficiently  well  known  to  you. 

Now,  her  majesty ’s  government  have  to  observe, 
that,  since  the  year  1820,  it  has  become  unlawlul, 
according  to  the  law  of  Spain,  to  import  negroes 
from  Africa  as  slaves  into  the  Spainish  dominions, 
and  that  as  the  negroes  here  referred  to  had  been 
newly  imported  from  Afiica  into  Cuba,  and  could 
not  by  law  be  imported  as  slaves,  they  must  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  be  considered  as  free  persons. 

And  Great  Britain  is  also  bound  to  remember  that 
the  law  of  Spain  which  finally  prohibited  the  slave 
trade  throughout  the  Spanish  dominions,  from  the 
date  of  the  3(Hli  May,  1820,  (ihe  provisions  of  which 
law  are  contained  in  the  king  of  Spain’s  royal  ce- 
dulaof  the  19th  December,  1817), 'was  passed  in 
compliance  with  a treaty  obligation  to  that  effect,  by 
which  the  crown  of  Spain  had  bound  itself  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  a valuable 
compensation,  in  return,  was  given  by  Great  Bri- 
tain to  Spain  as  may  be  seen  by  relerrence  to  the 
2d,  3d  and  4th  articles  of  a public  treaty  coi  eluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1817. 

Her  majesty’s  government,  theiefore,  are  moved 
by  special  and  peculiar  reasons  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  fate  of  these  unfortunate  Africans,  who  are 
known  to  have  been  illegally  and  feloniously  reduc- 
ed to  slavery  by  subjects  of  Spain. 

It  is  next  to  be  observed  that  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  have  mutually  engaged  themselves 
to  each  other  by  the  lOlh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  for  the  entire  abo- 
lition of  the  African  slave  trade.  And  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  firm  intention  of  both  parties  religi- 
ously to  fulfil  Ihe  terms  of  that  engagement. 

Now  the  unfortunate  Atricans  whose  case  is  the 
subject  of  the  present  representation,  have  been 
thiown  by  accidental  circumstances  into  the  hands 
of  the  authorities  of  Ihe  United  States,  and  it  may 
probably  depend  upon  the  action  of  the  U.  States 
government,  whether  these  persons  shall  recover 
the  freedom  to  which  they  are  entitled,  or  whether 
they  shall  be  reduced  to  slavery,  in  violation  of 
known  laws  and  contracts  publicly  passed,  prohibit- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  African  slave  trade  by 
Spanish  subjects. 

It  is  under  these  circumstances  that  her  majes- 
ty’s government  anxiously  hope  tiiat  the  president 
of  the  United  States  will  find  himself  empowered  to 


take  such  measures  in  behalf' of  the  aforesaid  Afri- 
cans as  shall  secuie  to  them  the  possession  of  their 
liberty,  to  which,  without  doubt,  they  are  by  law 
entitled. 

1 avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

The  lion.  John  Forsyth,  fyc.  fyc.  (,-c. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  state,  Washington.  Feb.  1,  1841. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  o!  the  20th  ultimo,  in  which  you  state 
that  you  are  instructed  to  represent  to  me  that  the 
attention  of  her  majesty’s  government  has  been  se- 
riously directed  to  ihe  case  cf  the  negroes  of  ihe 
Spanish  ship  “Amistad,”  with  the  anxious  hope  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States  will  feel  himself 
empowered  to  take  such  measures  in  their  behalf  as 
will  secure  to  them  the  possession  of  their  liberty. 

Viewing  this  communication  as  an  evidence  of  the 
benevolence  of  her  majesty’s  government, — under 
which  aspect  alone  it  could  be  entertained  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States: — I proceed  by  the 
direction  of  the  president,  to  make,  in  reply,  a few 
observations  suggested  by  the  topics  of  your  letter. 
The  narrative  presented  therein,  of  the  circumstan- 
ces which  brought  these  negroes  to  our  shores,  is 
satisfactory  evidence  that  her  majesty’s  government 
is  aware  that  their  introduction  did  not  proceed  from 
the  wishes  or  directions  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  A formal  demand  having  been  made 
by  the  Spanish  minister  for  the  delivery  of  the  ves- 
sel and  properly,  including  the  negroes  on  board,  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  is  based  have  become  the 
subject  of  investigation  before  the  judicial  tribunals 
of  the  country,  which  have  not  yet  pronounced  their 
final  decision  thereupon.  You  must  be  aware,  sir, 
that  the  executive  has  neither  the  power  nor  the  dis- 
position to  control  the  proceedings  of  the  legal  tri- 
bunals when  acting  wilhin  their  appropriate  juris- 
diction. With  regard  to  the  other  considerations 
presented  by  you  in  behalf  of  the  negroes  of  die 
“Amistad,”  I have  to  remark  that  it  is  not  under- 
stood that  the  facts  upon  which  they  are  founded  are 
admitted  by  the  ministers  of  her  Catholic  majesty; 
and  this  government  would,  with  great  reluctance, 
erect  itself  into  a tribunal  to  investigate  such  ques- 
tions between  two  friendly  sovereigns.  If,  however, 
these  facts  are  established,  they  cannot  be  without 
their  force  and  effect  in  the  proper  time  and  place. 
You  have  doubtless  observed,  fro  the  correspon- 
dence published  in  a congressional  document,  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Spanish  minister  to  restore 
these  negroes,  should  their  delivery  to  his  govern- 
ment be  ordered,  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whence  the 
vessel  in  which  they  were  found,  sailed;  where  they 
will  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain.  It  is  there  that  questions  arising 
under  the  Spanish  laws  and  the  tieaties  of  Spain 
with  Great  Britain,  may  be  appropriately  discussed 
and  decided;  and  where  a full  opportunity  will  be 
presented  to  the  government  of  her  majesty'  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain  to  appeal  to  ihe  treaty  stipu- 
lations applicable  to  the  subject  of  your  letter. 

I avail  myselfof  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Henry  Stephen  Fox,  esq  §c.  §c.  fyc. 

the  army. 

Movement  of  troops.  One  hundred  and  twenty'  re- 
cruits under  (he  command  of  lieut.  Mock,  U.  S.  A. 
arrived  at  Savannah  on  Saturday,  13th  i list,  in  the 
ship  Gaston,  capt.  Chadwick,  and  embarked  on 
Sunday  for  Florida,  in  the  steamer  Isis,  captain 
Pitcher. 

Army  surgeons — Official.  An  official  notice  ap- 
pears in  the  Washington  papers  that  a board  will 
convene  at  Philadelphia  on  the  25th  of  May,  or  as 
soon  therealter  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  o(  ex- 
amining assistant  surgeons  who  may  be  ordered  to 
appear  before  it,  and  such  applicants  for  appoint- 
ment in  the  medical  staff'  of  the  army  as  may  be  in- 
vited to  attend.  The  boaid  will  consist  of  surgeon 
Mower,  surgeon  Finlay,  and  surgeon  McDougall. 

THE  NAVY. 

Promotions  The  names  of  forty-four  passed 
midshipmen  have  been  sent  to  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States  lor  promotion  to  lieutenants.  Also,  thirty 
lieutenants  for  promotion  to  commanders,  and,  if 
the  old  ratio  is  obseived,  ten  commanders  will  be 
promoted  tu  post  captains.  This  will  make  a hole 
in  the  register,  as  they  will  no  doubt  be  confirmed. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says: — We  learn  that  capt. 
McCauley  will  be  the  flag  captain  of  the  Delawaie, 
which  ship  is,  as  we  before  stated,  destined  for  the 
Mediterranean  station,  and  is  to  be  commanded  by 
commodore  Morris,  who  is  to  tatie  charge  of  the 
Mediterranean  squadron. 

It  is  rumored  that  commodore  Warrington  is  to 
succeed  commodore  Morris  as  president  of  the  navy 
board. 
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STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

War  movement.  The  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  repelling  British  invasion,  offered  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  Maine,  have  been  taken  up  by 
the  senate,  and  after  being  amended  by  inserting 
$1,000,000  instead  of  $400,000,  for  the  defence  of 
the  state,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
nertheastern  boundary.  Mr.  Davis  then  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  also  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  northeastern  boundary: 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  and  urged  to  cause  the  immedi- 
ate removal  of  the  foreign  armed  force,  by  which 
our  state  is  invaded,  stationed  upon  the  upper  val- 
ley of  the  St.  Johns’,  and  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  be  earnestly  invoked  to  relieve 
this  state  from  the  present  heavy  needless  burthen 
of  its  own  defence.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  hon.  Rufus  Choate  has  been  nominated  by  a 
meeting  of  the  whig  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
legislature  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Webster  in  the 
U.  S.  senate. 

The  Massachusetts  house  of  representatives  have 
indefinitely  postponed  the  proposition  to  indemnify 
the  proprietors  of  ttie  nunnery  burnt  at  Charlestown 
a few  years  since.  The  vote  on  the  question  of  in- 
definite postponement  was,  yeas  207,  nays  49. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

(J.  S.  senator.  The  hon.  Jacob  W.  Miller,  (W.) 
of  Morristown,  N.  J.  has  been  elected  to  the  United 
States  senate  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th 
of  March  next,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Wall,  (V.  B.) 
whose  term  of  service  then  expires. 

The  Newark  Advertiser  says: — Mr.  Miller  is  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  New  Jersey  bar,  and 
has  served  with  honor  in  both  branches  of  the  state 
legislature.  His  services  in  the  legislative  council 
during  the  exciting  discussions  of  the  last  year,  and 
his  eloquent  appeals  to  the  people  during  the  great 
political  campaign  which  has  terminated  so  happily 
for  the  country,  furnish  a sufficient  guarantee  that 
he  will  discharge  the  responsible  duties  of  the  high 
station  to  which  he  lias  now  been  called,  with  cre- 
dit to  himself  and  his  native  state  Henceforth  New 
Jersey  will  be  fairly  represented  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Banks.  The  resolutions  suspending  for  40  days 
the  penalties  imposed  by  recent  acts  in  the  case  of 
bank  suspensions,  have  passed  the  senate  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  vote  on  final  reading  was — ayes  18, 
noes  14  They  were  sent  to  the  house  for  concur- 
rence, on  Saturday,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  1st  of  March.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  committee  on  banks  will  report  a 
bill  to  the  house,  which  bill,  with  the  action  there- 
on. may  supercede  the  necessity  of  adopting  these 
temporary  resolutions. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Smyser’s  resolution  of  inquiry, 
asking  the  governor  to  communicate  all  informa- 
tion in  his  possession,  relative  to  the  late  suspen- 
sion, was  up  on  second  reading,  on  Thursday,  and 
was  adopted. 

The  banks  and  the  state.  According  to  a table 
which  has  been  carefully  prepared  by  Mr.  Light- 
ner,  of  the  state  legislature,  if  appears  that  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  has  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
received,  either  in  bank  dividends  or  bonuses, 
$7,153,825  55.  The  dividends  on  bank  stock  held 
by  the  state  have,  during  the  time  named,  20  years, 
averaged  6 27-100  per  cent. 

MARYLAND. 

Census.  Our  foreman  arranged  the  position  of 
the  tables  of  the  census  of  this  state,  on  page  340, 
according  to  printers’  rules  for  paging,  but  the  ef- 
fect was,  to  place  the  column  of  grand  total , out  of 
position;  and  on  a transient  glance  at  the  (able,  a 
reader  might  mistake  the  “total  numbers, ”to  be  the 
totals  of  the  colored  population  only,  instead  of  the 
aggregate  of  the  entire  population. 

The  residue  of  the  valuable  statistics  of  the  state, 
as  collected,  arranged  and  published  by  the  mar- 
shal, whose  duty  it  was  to  take  the  census  of  1840, 
was  inserted  in  the  last  number  of  the  Register. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  no  column  of  the 
aggregate  of  white  population,  nor  of  the  aggregate 
of  colored  population.  In  order  to  obviate  ttie  omis- 
sion, and  to  place  the  progress  of  the  population  of 
the  state  in  relation  to  some  of  its  most  interesting 
aspects,  more  fully  before  the  readers  of  the  Na- 
tional Register,  we  have  prepared  and  now  add 
a few  additional  statements  of  onr  own.  Our  mo- 
tive lor  this,  and  for  devoting  more  than  an  average 
space  to  the  consideration  of  the  statistics  of  the 
population  of  this  single  state,  must  be  obvious.  The 
attitude  of  Maryland  in  relation  to  her  population  is 
very  peculiar,  and  should  be  at  this  moment  ex- 
ceedingly interesting,  not  only  to  the  people  v.  ithin 


her  borders,  but  also  to  the  people  of  the  north,  and 
still  more  so  the  people  of  the  south. 

Maryland  may  be  considered  as  the  very  centre 
slate  of  the  union — having  the  Capitol  itself  ir.  what 
was  formerly  her  territory.  As  between  the  north- 
ern and  southern  states,  site  is  a kind  of  neutral 
ground,  it  being  matter  of  dispute  with  which  she 
ought  to  be  classified.  Some  writers  assume,  that 
east  of  the  Alteghanies,  the  Potomac  as  distinctly 
marks  the  natural  boundary  between  the  north  and 
south,  as  it  is  admitted  that  the  Ohio  does  west  of 
that  range,  and  therefore  classify  Maryland  as  a 
northern  state.  Others  recognise  the  artificial  dis- 
tinction which  “Mason  and  Dickson’s  line”  af- 
fixes between  the  sections  of  the  union,  and  classify 
her  as  a soulhren  state.  It  is  fervently  to  be  hoped 
that  her  attitude  as  a “border  state”  may  never 
make  her  the  battle  ground  of  contending  factions. 

But  it  is  not  only  geographically  that  Maryland 
may  be  said  to  be  the  central  state  of  this  union.  In 
several  other  particulars  she  is  singularly  so.  Al- 
though in  regard  to  dimensions,  she  is  but  ttie  nine- 
teenth state  of  the  union,  eighteen  of  the  states  hav. 
ing  more,  and  seven  states  less  territoiy  than  she 
has,  yet  in  regard  to  population  she  is  exactly  in  the 
medium,  half  the  states  having  more,  and  the  re- 
mainder a less  number  of  inhabitants  than  she  has. 
In  density  of  population,  she  is  the  fif  th  state  of  the 
union.  Ttie  surface  of  the  stale,  embraces  about 
13,950  square  miles,  of  which  nearly  one-fifth  is 
water. 

In  1820,  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
union  being  9,625,724,  and  there  being  then  twenty- 
four  states,  the  average  was  401,072.  The  popula- 
tion of  Maryland  was  then  407,350,  which  was  the 
nearest  approximation  of  any  state  in  the  union  to 
the  average.  In  1830,  the  total  population  of  the 
states  of  the  union,  divided  by  the  number  of  states 
in  the  union,  gives  an  average  of  526,501.  At  that 
time  Maryland  having  a population  ot  447,040,  was 
nearer  the  average  number  than  any  slate  in  the 
union,  except  the  state  of  Georgia,  w hich  had  a po- 
pulation of  516,823.  In  1S40  the  population  of  the 
twenty-six  states,  divided  by  the  latter  number, 
gives  an  average  of  628,800.  The  population  of 
Maryland  being  467,567,  falls  160,233  below'  the 
average,  and  Alabama  479,444,  Maine  501,796,  S. 
Carolina  594,439,  Georgia  618,166,  (the  nearest  to 
average),  Indiana  683.314,  North  Carolina  753,110 
and  Kentucky  7*7,359,  seven  states  approximate 
nearer  to  the  average  than  she  does.  But  it  will  be 
recollected  that  under  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  proportion  of  representation  is  regulated, 
not  by  the  total  number  of  inhabitants,  but  by  the 
total  number  of  free  persons,  “added  to  three' fifths 
of  all  other  persons.”  This  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  actual  population,  and  the  “federal  num- 
bers” recognised  in  making  apportionments,  and  by 
which  the  influence  ofMaryland  in  thegeneral  scale 
has  been  reduced  at  each  census,  about  40,000  be- 
low her  actual  numbers. 

The  total  number  of  representatives  in  the  first 
congress  under  onr  present  constitution,  was  six'y- 
two,  of  which  Virginia  had  ten;  Massachusetts  and 
Pennsylvania  eigtit  each;  New  York  and  Maryland 
six;  Connecticut,  North  Carolina  and  South  Caro- 
lina five  each;  New'  Jersey  four;  Georgia  three; 
Rhode  I-land  and  Delaware  one  each. 

The  number  of  representatives  assigned  to  Mary- 
land by  the  ratio  of  one  for  every  30,000,  adopted 
under  the  census  of  1790,  was  nine,  and  she  main- 
tained that  number  under  the  ratio  of  33,000,  adopt- 
ed in  1800;  of  35,000,  adopted  in  IS  10;  and  of 
40,000,  adopted  in  1820;  but  under  the  ratio  of 
47,500  adopted  in  1830  her  representation  was  re- 
duced to  eight. 

Twelve  years  since,  in  a publication  then  penned 
by  the  writer  of  this,  in  reference  to  the  advantages 
of  this  state  it  was  observed — “Happily  for  Mary- 
land, the  political  influence  of  a state  is  not  entirely 
dependent  upon  its  representation.  Position  is  of 
vast  importance.  Natural  conveniences  of  naviga- 
tion are  no  less  so.  In  both  tho?e  respects  as  well 
as  in  the  facilities  offered  for  internal  improvements 
and  manufactures,  Maryland  has  advantages  un- 
rivalled by  any  state  in  the  union,  except  N.  York, 
and  might  justly  contend  for  the  palm  w ith  that 
prosperous  state,  to  which  she  is  mainly  inferior  in 
extent  only.  Her  political  position  as  a central  key- 
stone to  the  union,  as  partaking  of  the  climate  of 
both  the  sections,  and  able  to  resort  to  the  pursuits 
of  either  or  both,  as  having  in  her  bosom,  if  not 
under  her  wings,  the  regular  increasing  capital  of 
the  nation  with  its  vast  advantages  as  such,  possess- 
ing an  extent  of  coast,  not  indeed  of  sea  coast,  but 
of  water  course  superior  for  domestic  conveniences 
to  any  sea  coast,  and  larger  in  extent  than  that  of 
any  state  of  the  union, — having  a key  of  commu- 
nication with  the  north,  the  northwest  and  the  west, 
not  only  equal,  but  fairly  superior  to  that  of  N York 


itself,  and  which  will  certainly  be  improved  as  soon 
as  the  people  of  the  state  are  awakened  to  its  vast 
advantages,  possessing  a capital  city,  which  has  had 
a growth  as  remarkable  as  that  of  any  city  of  the 
world,  and  w'hich  now  places  her  next  to  Philadel- 
phia for  population,  enjoying  a commerce  which 
ranks  the  state  as  the  third,  and  tonnage  that  ele- 
vates her  as  the  second  state  in  the  union,  not  in 
proportion  but  in  actual  amount.  In  proportion  to 
extent  and  population,  Maryland  has  now  a greater 
tonnage  and  a greater  commerce  than  any  state  in 
the  union.  What  would  they  be,  if  the  avenues  were 
opened  which  would  connect  her  with  the  Mohawk 
and  ttie  western  counties  of  New  York, — with  ttie 
vast  chains  of  northern  and  northwestern  lakes, — 
with  the  Ohio,  (he  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  avenues 
that  wait  only  to  be  improved,  and  Maryland  will 
truly  become  the  centre  of  the  union,  in  the  most  in- 
timate of  all  political  connexions,  that  of  commerce 
and  profitable  intercourse.” 

Since  the  above  paragraph  was  penned,  Mary- 
land, has,  for  her  resources,  made  most  gigantic 
strides  towards  opening  those  several  avenues  of 
intercommunication — and  she  is  at  this  moment 
struggling  spiritedly  in  that  peculiar  attitude  of 
such  a course,  when  the  interest  upon  the  expen- 
ditures are  at  ttie  heaviest  amount,  the  works  being 
almost  completed,  and  yet  the  most  of  them,  not 
sufficient}'  so,  to  yield  the  income  which  can  only 
be  expected  upon  their  completion.  One  manly 
and  effective  effort  more — and  a rich  harvest  of 
trade,  commerce  and  prosperity  will  be  insured. 

There  is,  however,  another  striking  peculiarity  in 
the  statistics  of  this  state;  she  lies  directly  betw  een 
tlie  slaveholding  and  the  non-slaveholding  states; 
and  though  no  state  in  the  union,  either  by  public 
opinion  or  by  legal  estimates,  more  distinctly  recog- 
nizes the  claim  of  the  slaveholder  to  properly  of 
that  description,  yet  in  no  state  of  the  union  has 
emancipation  so  rapidly  progressed,  and  whilst 
several  ol  the  counties  of  the  state  have  now  a larger 
number  of  slaves  than  of  white  inhabitants,  yet  there 
are  in  the  state  at  present,  not  only  the  largest  pro- 
portion, hut  actually  much  the  largest  number  of 
free  colored  people,  of  any  state  in  the  union;  free 
according  to  common  parlance,  though  in  fact  neither 
freemen  nor  slaves,  nor  are  they  ever  likely  lobe 
really  freemen  under  her  laws.  The  attitude  of  Mary- 
land in  this  respect,  and  the  effect  of  her  course  of  po- 
licy, must  be  matter  of  interest  to  tlie  whole  union — 
certainly  of  profound  interest  to  the  people  of  the 
slate.  The  surest  data  whereby  to  judge  of  the  effect 
of  that  policy,  is  by  comparing  the  items  ot  the 
several  censuses.  It  is  our  purpose  to  endeavor  to 
furnish  what  we  can  of  that  data,  and  leave  others  to 
deduce  conclusions  therefrom. 

The  first  emigration  to  Maryland  under  lord  Bal- 
timore’s charter,  took  place  in  1634,  and  consisted 
of  about  200  gentlemen.  In  1660  the  population 
amounted  to  12,000;  in  1665  to  16,000;  in  1701  to 
25,090.  In  1734,  one  hundred  years  after  its  first 
settlement,  there  were  34,000  “taxable  inhabitants” 
in  the  province.  In  1749  there  were  85,000  in- 
habitants. 

In  1755  there  were  55,319  free  white  males; 
49,908  free  white  females,  1,474  white  male,  and 
407  female  convicts,  3,592  mulattoes,  and  42,764 
negro  slaves — making  a total  population  of  153,564. 

Aggregates  of  whiles,  free  colored,  and  slaves  under 
each  census  from,  1790  to  18-10. 

In  1790,  whites,  208,649;  free  colored,  8,043; 
slaves,  103,036— total  319.728. 

In  1800,  whites,  216,356;  free  colored,  19,587; 
slaves,  105,635 — total  341,578.  Increase  in  ten 
years,  21,850. 

In  1810,  whites,  235,117;  free  colored,  33  927; 
slaves,  111,532 — total  380,546.  Increase  in  ten 
years,  3S,96S. 

In  1820,  whites,  255,622;  free  colored,  44,730; 
slaves,  106,993 — total  407,350.  Increase  in  ten 
years,  26.804. 

In  1S30,  whites,  291,108;  free  colored,  52,938; 
slaves,  102,994 — total  447,040.  Increase  in  ten 
years,  39,690. 

In  1840,  whites,  316,514;  free  colored,  64,837; 
slaves,  89.736 — total  463,117.  Increase  in  ten 
years,  21,077. 

It  will  be  observed  that  our  aggregate  of  1840  va- 
ries from  the  aggregate  of  the  marshal’s  table.  It  i3 
because  we  have  not  been  able  to  make  the  items, 
which  we  derive  from  his  table,  correspond  exactly 
with  his  aggregate — and  we  cannot  determine  wher’q 
the  error  lies. 

The  proportion  of  whites  to  the  colored  popula- 
tion in  ttie  year  1755,  was  2-3  white,  to  one  colored; 
in  1790  it  was  1-88;  in  1S00.  1-75  to  one;  in  18i9,’ 
1-62;  in  1820,  1 77;  in  1830,  1 88;  and  in  1840, 

it  was  2-088- 100  whites  to  one  colored  person. 

The  condition  of  the  colored  population,  has, 
however,  during  this  period,  undergone  a very  nu- 
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terial  change.  Sixty  years  ago,  nearly  all  the  de- 
cendants  of  Africa  within  the  state  were  slaves.  In 
1790,  not  quite  one  out  of  every  fourteen  were  free. 
In  thirty  years  from  that  period,  (1S20),  the  num- 
ber of  free  had  increased  to  44,730,  and  bore  the 
proportion  of  considerably  more  than  one-fourth  ol 
the  total  number  of  their  race  in  the  state.  During 
the  same  period,  the  entire  increase  of  tire  slaves, 
was  but  8,968,  being  less. than  four  per  cent.  In 
1330,  more  than  one-third  of  the  colored  people 
of  the  state  were  free,  and  in  1840,  the  proportion 
of  free  colored  to  the  slaves  was  as  61  to  89— ap- 
proximating one-half. 

The  number  of  free  blacks  have  increased  in  the 
last  ten  years  8,899,  and  in  the  last  thirty  years 
27,910 — being  an  average  of  over  nine  hundred  per 
year. 

The  number  of  slaves  in  the  slate  have  diminished 
within  the  last  thirty  years  21,796 — within  the  last 
ten  years,  the  diminution  has  been  12,158 — or  over 
twelve  per  cent. 

The  entire  colored  population  of  the  state,  has 
diminished  according  to  our  arithmetic,  3,359  within 
the  last  ten  years,  being  over  two  per  cent. 

The  white  population  has  increased  in  the  same 
time  25,436,  or  eight  and  three  quarters  per  cent. 


census  for  1840. 


COUNTIES. 

Whites. 

Free 

blacks. 

Slaves. 

Total 

blacks. 

1 olul 
papula-' 
'ion. 

Allegany 

14.677 

216 

Sll 

1,027 

15,704 

W ashington 

27,733 

1,556 

2,505 

4,061 

28,792 

Frederick 

27,575 

2,987 

" 4,420 

7.407 

34.982 

Carroll 

15,223 

895 

1,120 

2,015 

17,238 

Baltimore 

24,1S4 

3,478 

4,400 

7,876 

32,062 

Harford 

12,065 

2.449 

2.537 

4,986 

17,051 

Montgomery 

8.280 

1,240 

5,127 

6.367 

14.647 

P.  George’s 

7,832 

1.080 

10,640 

11,720 

19,552 

Saint  Mary’s 

6.051 

1,413 

5,757 

7,170 

13.221 

Calvert 

3 664 

1,292 

4,401 

5,693 

9,357 

Charles 

5,998 

817 

9.2S0 

10,097 

16,095 

Anne  Arundel 

14,597 

5,120 

9,816 

14,936 

29.533 

Cecil 

13,351 

2,552 

1,346 

3,S9S 

17,249 

Kent 

5.618 

2,486 

2,741 

5,227 

10,845 

Caroline 

5,373 

1,727 

776 

2.503 

7,876 

Talbot 

6.054 

2,336 

3.696 

6,034 

12,038 

Queen  Anne’s 

6,109 

2,540 

3,979 

6,519 

12.628 

Somerset 

11,563 

2,645 

5,395 

8,040 

19,603 

Dorchester 

10,647 

3.965 

4.232 

8,197 

1S.844 

Worchester 

11,643 

3,063 

3 543 

6,606 

18,249 

Baltimore  city 

81,317 

17,980 

3,212 

21,192 

102,509 

316.544 

61,837 

89,736 

151,573 

468,127 

The  aggregate  increase  of  the  population  of  ttie 
state  within  the  last  fifty  years,  has  been  148,399, 
on  an  average  of  very  nearly  3,000  per  year. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  alone,  lias  increased  in  po- 
pulation within  the  last  fifty  years  from  13,503  fo 
102.509;  say  89,006,  leaving  59,393  increase  for  the 
residue  of  the  state. 


The  population  of  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Shores  from  1790  to  1840,  inclusive,  are  as  follows: 


1790. 

1800. 

1810. 

1820. 

1830. 

1840. 

East. 

Shore, 

107,638 

112,536 

117,121 

115,639 

119,582 

117,382 

West. 

Shore, 

212,089 

237,156 

263,435 

291,71] 

327,464 

350,745 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  population  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  within  the  last  fifty  years  has  only 
increased  9,744,  or  nine  per  cent. — and  that  within 
the  last  ten  years  the  population  of  that  shore  has 
diminished  2,200,  or  about  two  per  cent. 

The  population  of  the  Western  Shore,  has  in  the 
last  fifty  yeais,  increased  148,654 — and  in  the  last 
ten  ) ears  23,281. 

VIRGINIA. 

U.  S senator.  The  legislature  of  this  state  have 
at  last  agreed  to  elect  a U.  S.  senator  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Roane,  whose  term  of  service  expires  on 
the  3d  of  March  next;  and  the  legislature  have  ap- 
pointed that  day  for  the  election. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Legislature.  The  legislature  was  to  adjourn  on 
the  6th,  but  probably  continued  in  session  a few 
days  longer.  A law  has  been  passed  exempting 
from  execution  the  real  estate  of  a debtor  to  the 
quantity  of  160  acres,  or  $1,500  worth  of  town  lots. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  personal  estate,  previous- 
ly exempt.  A resolution  lias  passed  the  house  by  a 
majority  of  one  vote,  and  will  probably  pass  (he  se- 
nate, in  favor  of  a national  bank.  A resolution  has 
been  passed,  recommending  the  creation  of  a land 
district,  embracing  the  country  on  the  Mississippi 
between  ihe  line  dividing  Ihe  Chickasaw  and  Choc- 
taw tribes  and  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo;  the  land 
office  to  be  at  Yictoiia.  A law  has  been  passed  pro- 
viding for  the  inspection  of  bale  rope  and  bogging, 
and  one  prohibiting  the  use  of  cotton  hooks.  The 
last,  we  are  told,  was  actually  recommended  in  the 
message  of  his  excellency.  The  bagging  inspection 
law  will  prove  very  vexatious  and  expensive. 

[ Louisville  Journal. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  house  of  representatives  adopted  a resolu- 
tion, requesting  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  the  alte- 
ration of  the  present  naturalization  laws  so  as  (o  re- 
quire twenty-one  years’  consecutive  residence  in 
the  United  States,  before  a foreigner  could  become 
naturalized,  by  a vote  of  twenty-five  to  ten. 

[Ak  O.  Bulletin. 

KENTUCKY. 

U.  S.  senator.  The  bon.  J.  T.  Moiebead,  has 
been  elected  by  the  legislature,  a senator  in  congress 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  to  succeed 
Mr.  Crittenden. 

Taxation.  A committee  of  Ihe  Kentucky  legisla- 
ture recommend  the  passage  of  a bill  to  raise  the 
taxes  in  that  state,  to  15  cents  on  each  bundled  dol- 
lars of  property,  as  necessary  to  preserve  the  credit 
of  the  state,  there  being  a deficiency  in  the  resources 
of  the  sinking  fund  of  more  than  $114,000  to  meet 
its  known  liabilities  for  Ihe  current  year. 

MISSOURI. 

In  11m  house  of  representatives  of  Ibis  state,  on 
the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Speaker  Price  introduced  a se- 
ries ot  resolutions— founded  on  the  subject  of  con- 
troversy between  New  York  and  Virgin^— which 


may  be  held  to  he  of  no  small  importance,  as  look- 
ing to  their  effects,  and  to  ulterior  results,  conse- 
quent upon  similar  action,  pro  and  con,  in  other 
states  ol  the  union.  The  tesolutions  set  forth  the 
cause  of  difficulty  between  Virginia  and  New'  York, 
and  pronounce  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of  New 
York  to  deliver  up  the  fugitives  from  justice  who 
escaped  from  Virginia,  charged  with  felony  in  steal- 
ing slaves  in  that  state,  as  a violation  of  the  consti- 
tution ol  the  United  States,  and  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholding  states;  and  they  characterise 
Ihe  reason  assigned  by  gov.  Seward,  for  this  said 
violation  of  the  constitulion,  as  “frivolous  and  whol- 
ly unworthy  of  a statesman.”  The  concluding  re- 
solution— the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  matter — is  as 
follows: 

Glh.  Resolved,  That  in  granting  licenses  (o  sell 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise  in  this  state,  it  is  ex- 
pedient, until  said  redress  shall  be  afforded,  to  make 
a discrimination  unfavorable  to  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise  manulactured  in  the  state  of  N.  York, 
or  imported  into  that  state  and  brought  from  that 
state  to  this:  Provided,  said  discrimination  does  not 
apply  to  goods,  w ares  and  merchandise  in  the  ori- 
ginal cases  or  packages,  in  which  the}'  were  im- 
ported into  the  United  States. 

After  some  remarks  from  the  speaker,  explanato- 
ry of  his  object,  in  offering  these  resolutions,  he 
moved  that  500  copies  of  them  be  printed — which 
number  were  ordered  by  the  house. 

How  long  would  the  union  of  the  states  endure — 
that  union  which  is  the  only  security  for  amity  and 
friendship  among  its  members — if  such  action  was 
generally  bad,  in  cases  of  difficulty,  as  that  looked 
to,  or  recommended,  in  the  foregoing  resolution? 

THE  BANKS. 

A report  obtained  circulation  last  week,  that  the 
banks  in  New  York  had  or  were  about  to  suspend 
payments.  The  papers  of  that  city  contradict  it, 
and  assert  that  their  banks  are  perfectly  easy,  nay, 
really  want  good  paper.  The  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser says  “the  banks  of  the  city  of  New  York  never 
stood  so  strong  as  at  this  day.  The  amount  of 
specie  in  their  vaults  yesterday  was  $5,504, 100;  an 
amount  deemed  more  than  sufficient  for  any  exi- 
gency that  can  arise.” 

It  appears  that  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  specie  or  specie  funds  were  drawn  from  the 
Philadelphia  banks  within  twenty  days  of  their  last 
suspension,  of  which  six  went  from  the  vaults  of  a 
single  hank,  being  half  a million  more  than  is  stated 
to  be  at  this  time  in  all  the  banks  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

The  difficulties  existing  amongst  the  banks  in  Phi- 
ladelphia is  increased  by  the  determination  ofall  but 
the  United  States  hank,  to  exclude  that  institution 
from  their  general  arrangements  and  refuse  their 
notes  as  payment.  The  United  States  bank  of 
course  refused  the  notes  of  those  that  refused  hers. 

Several  public  meetings  have  been  held,  with  a 
view  of  suggesting  measures  to  the  legislature. 
Geoige  M.  Dallas  presided  at  one  lie  Id  on  Ihe  Gill 
and  Josh.R.  Chandler  acted  as  secretary — Josiah 
Randall  proposed  a series  of  resolutions,  which  on 
motion  of  Josh.  R.  Ingcrsoll  were  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  seven  to  report  1o  a more  general  meeting 
which  was  convened  on  Tuesday  the  9th.  Mr.  In- 
gersoll  there  reported  resolutions  “that  Ihe  commu- 
nity sland  in  need  of  legislative  assistance  and  re- 
lief” that  certain  hanks,  naming  them,  and  exclud- 
ing the  name  of  the  United  Slates  hank,  were  “in 
condition  to  receive,  and  to  render  available  to  the 
people,  the  contemplated  relief  and  assistance;”  that 
the  hanks  had  met  and  attempted  to  carry  out  the 
act  of  1840,  requiring  them  to  resume  on  Ihe  15th 
January,  “and  a large  amount  of  specie  has  been 
withdrawn  in  the  abortive  attempt  to  give  perma- 
nence to  the  same” — and  they  say,  that  the  follow- 
ing measures  of  relief  and  assistance  are  called  for 
by  the  present  emergency: 

1.  A suspension  of  the  penalties  provided  by  any 
statute  of  this  commonwealth,  for  the  omission  of 
any  of  the  above  named  banks  to  pay  their  depo- 
sites  and  obligations  in  gold  or  silver  coin. 

2.  A re-enactment  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
3d  April,  1840,  relative  to  dividends,  &c. 

3.  An  arrangement  by  which  each  hank  shall  be 
required  to  payout  its  own  notes,  and  not  the  notes 
of  any  other  banks. 

4.  Such  other  measures  of  relief  and  assistance  as 
the  legislature  in  its  wisdom  may  enact. 

5.  That  a committee  of  seven  persons  be  appoint- 
ed to  proceed  to  Harrisburg  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining the  necessary  relief  and  assistance. 

The  proceedings  of  the  legislature  now  in  session 
at  Harrisburg  are  looked  to  with  great  interest. — 
Whether  governor  Porter  and  the  party  that  he  is 
attached  to,  will  materially  relax  from  the  course 
they  have  heretofore  maintained,  remains  quite 
doubtful, 
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In  the  senate  on  the  11th  inst.  Mr.  Spackinan 
from  the  committee  on  banks,  reported  the  follow- 
ing; preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  suspended  payment  of  its  liabilities 
in  specie  on  the  4th  inst.  anil  the  rest  of  the  banks 
of  the  city  on  the  following  day,  and  the  suspension 
of  the  other  banks  of  the  commonwealth  must  be 
produced  by  the  suspension  of  the  city  banks. 

And  whereas,  The  said  city  banks  and  other 
banks  in  this  commonwealth,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  3rd  April,  1840, 
“on,  f rom  and  after  the  15th  day  of  January,  1841,” 
did  “pay  on  demand  all  their  notes,  bills  and  depo- 
sites,  and  other  liabilities  in  gold  and  silver  coin,” 
and  in  the  effort  to  continue  such  payment  it  is 
stated  and  believed  many  millions  in  specie  have 
been  withdrawn  from  this  commonwealth  on  ac- 
count of  neighboring  states  and  foreign  kingdoms. 

And  whereas,  The  enforcement  of  the  penal  pro- 
visions may  in  ten  days  forfeit  the  charters  ol  the 
banks,  and  place  their  affairs  in  tile  bands  of  trus- 
tees to  be  settled  and  closed,  (hereby  leaving  the 
people  of  (his  state  without  a currency  for  the  trans- 
action of  business,  and  producing  deep  and  general 
distress. 

And  whereas,  Such  a calamity  should  be  avoided, 
and  in  order  to  proper  legislation,  time  for  the  ne- 
cessary examination  and  consideration  is  required 
to  enable  the  legislature  to  adopt  judicious  measures 
for  the  relief  of  the  community,  and  the  protection 
of  such  banks  whose  condition  may  entitle  them  lo 
confidence:  therefore, 

Resolved , &c.  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of 
the  3rd  April,  1840,  as  provides  for  the  forfeiture  of 
the  charter  of  any  bank  within  this  commonwealth, 
which  shall  at  any  time  after  (he  35th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841,  refuse  to  pay  on  demand,  any  of  its  notes, 
bills,  deposites  or  other  liabilities,  in  gold  or  silver 
coin,  except  as  therein  specified,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  suspended  for  the  space  of  forty  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  Provided, 
That  nothing  therein  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  re- 
vive the  penal  provisions  of  any  act  or  acts  supplied 
by  said  resolutions.  And  provided  further,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  deprive  any  person 
or  persons,  or  body  corporate,  having  any  claim  or 
demand  on  any  bank  within  this  commonwealth, 
from  recovering  the  same  in  gold  or  silver  coin  by 
proceeding  on  action  at  common  law. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Philadelphia 
Ledger:  “All  eyes  are  still  directed  to  Harrisburg, 
anxious  to  learn  the  fate  of  the  banks.  There  are 
many  persons  in  (he  interest  of  the  banks  in  attend- 
ance upon  the  legislature,  a portion  of  them  in  fa- 
vor of  'relief  to  all  the  banks  in  the  state;  another 
portion  in  favor  of  all  the  banks  except  the  U.  S. 
bank,  which  is  opposed:  a portion  who  represent 
that  institution  exclusively;  and  the  old  anti-bank 
parly,  both  in  and  out  of  the  legislature,  which  op- 
poses all  relief  or  interference  with  the  present  laws 
on  the  subject.  What  may  be  worked  out  of  these 
various  and  conflicting  interests  cannot  well  be  de- 
termined. One  tiling  is  quite  certain,  that  the 
United  States  bank  does  not  mean  to  be  driven  into 
liquidation,  if  persuation  and  active  energy  can  save 
it.  Several  able  persons  in  its  interest  were  there 
all  last  week,  and  Ibis  morning  a delegation  com- 
posed ot  Messrs.  John  Hemphill,  George  Handy 
and  James  Martin,  left  this  city,  carrying  to  t he  le- 
gislature a memorial  praying  that  any  relief  that 
body  may  have  in  contemplation  for  the  other  banks 
of  the  commonwealth,  may  likewise  be  extended  to 
it.  The  bank  also  furnished  a statement  of  its  con- 
dition at  (lie  present  time,  which  is  sent  lo  the  le- 
gislature. What  or  whether  any  tiling  will  be  done 
by  the  legislature,  in  the  way  of  relieving  the  banks 
ot  the  penalties  under  which  they  are  now  laboring, 
is  matter  of  great  doubt.  The  joint  lesolutionof 
Mr.  Spackinan,  supending  the  operation  of  the  re- 
sumption act,  for  forty  days  from  theii  passage,  and 
which  do  not  require  the  concurrence  of  the  execu- 
tive to  give  them  effect,  it  is  thought  probable  it 
may  pass  both  houses.  The  door  once  open,  and 
who  will  venture  to  define  the  end  of  suspension.” 
Meantime  a rumor  is  slated  of  a discovery  of 
large  defalcations  or  overdrafts  by  clerks  in  the  U. 

S.  bank;  the  amount  varying  in  different  circles 
from  one  to  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  A 
panic  ensued  and  brokers  refused  to  puichase  the 
notes  ol  the  hank.  It  is  now  said  to  be  some  old 
alfairs  that  had  been  inquired  into  long  since  and 
utterly  disproved. 

The  failure  of  the  bank,  we  fear,  is  but  the  per- 
curser  of  widely  extended  ruin  amongst  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  community.  Several  houses  have 
already  stopped  in  Philadelphia,  and  some  in  New 
York.  Pope  & Aspinwall,  Philadelphia,  engaged 
in  an  extensive  trade  with  South  America,  and 
were  supposed  to  be  quite  wealthy,  suspend  it  is 
reported  for  half  a million  of  hollars. 


Philadelphia  bar.ks.  The  Philadelphia  papers 
say  that  the  following  statement  made  up  from  offi- 
cial sources,  shows  the  amount  of  specie  and  specie 
funds  actually  paid  by  the  fifteen  banks  in  Phila- 
delphia during  fifty-four  days , commencing  on  the 
15th  of  December  last. 

Amount  of  specie  and  specie  funds  paid  by  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  from  Dec.  15,  1840,  to  Feb 
8,  1841 , inclusive: 

Philadelphia,  $1,141,820 

Pennsylvania,  1,137,164 

Girard,  1,056,000 

Farmers’ & Mechanics’,  802, 62S 

North  America,  285,000 

Mechanics’,  212,000 

Commercial,  130,000 

Moyamensing,  101,000 

Southwark,  75,981 

Northern  Liberties  67,000 

Penn  Township,  50,000 

Western  30,000 

Manufacturers’ & Mechanics’,  25,000 
Kensington,  9,139 


United  States, 


$5,122,732 

6,083,321 


Total,  $11,206,053 

According  to  the  last  report  of  the  banks  to  the 
legislature,  the  number  of  stockholders  at  home  and 
abroad,  was  pul  down  as  follows: 

No.  of  stockholders  in  England  and  elsewhere,  1,390 
“ “ Pennsylvania,  1,481 

“ “ U.  States  elsewhere  than  Pa.  1,658 

Whole  number  4,529 

These  held  shares  as  follows: 

No.  of  persons  lidding  stock  to  the  amount  of  five 


shares  and  under 

864 

Do.  10  shares  and  under 

661 

“ 20  “ “ “ 

732 

“ 50  “ “ “ 

994 

“ 100  “ “ “ 

588 

“ 500  “ “ “ 

614 

“ over  500  shares 

80 

The  value  of  the  shares  owned  abroad  it  will  be 
seen  is  $27,000,000.  The  amount  represented  in 
this  city  is  about  $6,000,000,  and  the  remaining 
$2,000,000  is  held  in  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  bank.  There  is  a heartless  rejoicing  over 
the  fall  of  tii is  institution,  although  it  was  produced 
by  combinalion  among  speculators  and  stock  gam- 
blers. In  the  exultation  at  the  prostration  of  the 
hank  commisseration  for  the  fate  of  those  who  have 
lost  their  all  is  not  thought  of.  We  have  heard  of 
numerous  instances  of  widows  and  others  who  had 
nearly  the  whole  of  their  estates  invested  in  the 
stock  of  this  bank,  who  have  not  now  means  to 
supply  their  necessities.  Had  the  bank  not  been 
an  object  of  persecution,  it  might  perhaps,  have  re- 
covered from  its  embarrassments,  3nd  saved  inno- 
cent individuals  from  being  sacrificed.  But  the 
whole  moneyed  interest  of  the  counntry  is  now  sub- 
ject to  depression  or  elevation,  as  may  suit  the 
whims  or  interests  of  the  stock  gamblers  of  Wall 
streel;  and  the  country  is  said  to  prosper  or  decline 
with  the  fluctuations  of  the  stock  market  in  New 
York.  This  is  a new  regulator  of  the  country,  and 
much  more  blighting  in  its  influence  than  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  or  any  similar  institutions. — 
The  next  move  will  piobably  be  to  ask  congress  for 
a national  bank  to  be  located  in  New  York  for  the 
benefit  of  the  stockjobbers  of that  city.  [ Clipper . 

Several  banks  in  Massachusetts  are  closing  bu- 
siness, and  a call  is  made  upon  tile  holders  of  their 
bills  to  forward  Ihem  for  payment  before  the  period 
arrives  w'ben  they  will  cease  to  be  redeemed.  The 
followed  named  banks  are  those  referred  to,  viz: — 
Fulton,  Commercial,  American,  Hancock,  Kilby 
and  Oriental  banks,  al  Boslon;  Norfolk,  at  Roxbu- 
ry;  Middlesex,  at  Cambridge;  Windsor,  at  Windsor; 
Montpelier,  at  Montpelier;  East  Bridgew'ater,  at 
East  Bridse water.  [Sun- 

United  Stales  bank  memorial.  We  learn  from  the 
Harrisburg  papers  that  a memorial  from  tile  United 
States  bank  was  laid  before  each  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. In  the  senate,  as  also  in  the  house,  1,500 
copies  of  the  memorial  were  ordered  to  be  punted. 
It  is  as  follows: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  president  and  directors  of  (he  Bank  of  the 
United  States  respectfully  represent: 

That  in  obedience  to  the  requisition  contained  in 
the  resolutions  of  (lie  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
passed  the  third  day  of  April  1840,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  fifteenth  day  ot  Jan.  1841, 
pay  on  demand,  ail  the  notes,  bills,  deposites  and 
ottier  liabilities  of  the  institution  in  gold  and  silver 
coin,  and  did,  from  and  after  that  day,  continue  to 
pay  the  same,  in  like  manner,  until  the  fourth  day 


of  the  present  month,  when  it  became  necessary  lo 
discontinue  such  payments. 

Tlie  efforts  of  the  bank  to  make  provision  for  her 
j part  of  the  duty,  which  the  law  required  all  the  in- 
corporated banks  of  the  commonwealth  to  perlorm 
on  the  day  first  named,  and  to  continue  to  perforin 
thereafter,  were,  from  the  time  of  the  enactment  of 
that  law,  made  in  a spirit  of  perfect  obediencp  to  the 
will  of  the  legislature  and  with  a heart}'  desire  to 
collect  from  Her  resources,  tile  coin  and  equivalent 
effects  (hat  would  be  necessary  to  comply  w'ith  its 
commands. 

The  directors  of  the  bank  did  not  permit  them- 
selves to  falter  in  their  exertions,  either  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  derangement  of  credit  in  the 
United  States,  especially  in  the  southwestern  states, 
where  large  portions  of  the  capital  were  invested,  nor 
in  consequence  of  an  additional  liability  of  nearly 
two  millions  of  dollars,  which  in  relief  of  (he  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  her  public 
improvements,  tlie  directors  assumed  in  June  1840, 
by  loaning  that  amount  to  the  state.  They  did  not 
tor  a moment  forget  their  duty  to  (heir  creditors,  as 
tlie  slate  had  required  them  to  perform  it,  nor  the 
interests  of  the  state  as  a borrower  for  public  pur- 
poses, notwithstanding  the  severe  conflict  there  was 
between  them.  Their  faithful  and  unremitting  effort 
was  to  do  what  tlie  state  commanded,  without  refus- 
ing to  come  to  tier  succor,  to  an  extent  which  greatlv 
increased  ihe  burden  of  the  command;  a refusal 
moreover,  in  which  if  she  had  made  it,  she  would 
not  have  stood  alone. 

Under  any  but  tlie  extraordinary  circumstances 
in  which  (be  bank  was  placed,  the  means  rollecled 
would  have  removed  from  the  directors  every  doubt, 
that  the  effort  to  continue  specie  payments  indefi- 
nitely, would  prove  successful.  Under  any  but  such 
circumstances,  it  could  not  have  failed  to  prove  so. 
But  against  a combination  of  hostile  interests,  or 
what,  without  personal  combination,  may  have  been 
equally  effectual,  a pervading  distrust,  stimulated 
into  activity  by  a part  of  the  public  press  in  ano- 
ther state,  it  has  been  shewn  that  no  efforts  of  the 
bank  could  have  triumphed,  except  such  as  would 
have  enabled  her  to  face  every  dollar  of  her  debts 
with  a dollar  of  coined  silver.  In  the  short  space  of 
eighteen  banking  days,  upwards  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  in  specie,  and  in  funds  equivalent  to  specie, 
were  demanded  and  received  at  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  still  the  demand  continued  in  such 
force,  as  to  make  it  perfectly  certain  that  it  would  be 
fruitless  to  persevere  in  the  effort.  The  directors 
deemed  it  indispensable,  therefore,  at  the  close  of  the 
/fourth  day  ot  (he  present  month,  to  discontinue  pay- 
ments in  specie. 

Your  memorialisls  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  cases  and  course  of  the  other  incorpat- 
od  banks  of  the  city  and  county,  which  they  belicte 
lo  have  suffered  in  like  manner  and  from  like  causes, 
but  the  particulars  of  which  will  come  with  more 
certainty  from  their  respective  boards. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  present  them- 
selves to  the  legislature,  in  the  humble  trust,  that 
after  exertions  thus  faithfully  but  fruitlessly  made, 
your  honorable  bodies  will  so  far  consider  the  inte- 
rests of  honest  creditors  whose  demands  yet  remain 
to  be  satisfied,  of  stockholders  who  depend  upon  the 
restoration  of  the  bank  for  their  support  and  com- 
fort, and  of  the  public  at  large,  including  under  (hat 
description  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
not  lo  make  between  her  and  the  other  hanks  of  that 
commonwealth,  that  partial  distinction  which  some 
persons  have  thought  fit  to  suggest,  but  to  renew 
to  the  institution  the  benefit  of  those  provisions 
which  tlie  resumption  resolutions  extended  to  all 
the  banks,  and  as  it  now  appears,  for  too  short  a 
period. 

It  is  not  in  a spirit  of  boasting,  but  to  bring  the 
facts  more  distinctly  before  the  legislature,  that  your 
memorialists  beg  permission  (o  stale  some  particulars 
of  the  application  of  the  bank  capital  to  the  purposes 
of  the  state  and  to  objects  of  public  concert)  which 
have  been  promoted  by  the  state. 

For  the  bonus  to  the  state,  including  five  annual 
payments  of  $100,000  each  to  the  school  fund,  the 
bank  has  already  paid  the  sum  of  three  millions, 
twenty-two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  sixty-two 
dollars. 

By  subscriptions  to  the  rail  road,  navigation  and 
turnpike  companies,  as  required  by  the  charter,  the 
bank  has  paid  four  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand’dol- 
lars. 

The  bank  has  loaned  to  the  state  at  different  times 
since  November,  1836,  (lie  sum  of  eight  millions  six 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  of  which  three 
millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  loaned 
on  the  23d  January,  1840,  tiie  1 1th  June,  1840,  and 
the  26th  January,  1841 — the  last  loan  of  $400,000 
being  part  of  a loan  of  $S00,000,  which  was  taken 
within  a few  days  subsequent  to  the  resumption  of 
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specie  payments,  to  aid  the  discharge  of  the  accru- 
ing interest  on  the  state  debt.  This  loan  was  of 
course  a direct  charge  upon  tier  operations  at  the 
very  moment  that  the  payments  in  specie  began; 
and  it  was  moreover  the  fortune  of  the  bank  to  pro- 
vide for  a still  larger  portion  ol  that  loan  in  the  pre- 
cious metals,  as  much  of  it  was  paid  for  by  others  in 
the  promissory  notes  of  the  bank. 

The  statement  thus  briefly  submitted  exhibits 
therefore  a direct  application  of  the  capital  of  tire 
bank  to  purposes  of  ihe  state,  to  an  amount  exceed- 
ing twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  nearly  a mil- 
lion more,  to  works  of  public  concern,  conducive  to 
the  profit  of  the  state  works  and  the  interest  of  her 
citizens. 

That  these  applications  of  the  capital  have  proved 
a severe  burden  upon  the  bank,  and  both  directly 
and  indirectly,  an  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  ef- 
fort which  has  just  failed,  does  not  admit  of  reason- 
able doubt.  The  demands  of  the  state  for  large  loans, 
which  have  never  been  negotiable  by  the  bank,  ex- 
cept as  securities  to  borrow  money,  and  then  only 
upon  estimates  much  below  the  price  paid,  and  at  the 
expense  of  heavy  charges  of  interest,  premium  and 
commissions,  may  be  stated  with  all  confidence  as  a 
heavy  burden  imposed  upon  the  institution.  More 
than  $■ 7,500,000  of  these  loans  have  been  within 
the  last  two  years,  a period  of  unexampled  difficulty 
in  the  negotiation  of  money,  and  no  part  of  them 
” *'»  said  to  have  been  taken  with  the  free  will  of 
the  institution,  or  with  a regard  to  her  own  be- 
nelit,  except  as  the  directors  cd.’1061'?1  le  lnieres^ 
of  the  state  and  of  the  institution  to  be  closely  con- 
nected. 

Your  memorialists  humbly  submit,  that  contribu- 
tions like  these  do  not  constitute  a ground  of  discri- 
mination unfavorable  to  the  bank,  as  would  seem  to 
be  the  sentiment  of  those  who  would  deny  her  the 
common  relief  that  is  now  solicited  at  the  hands  of 
the  legislature  for  all  other  banks. 

By  subscriptions  voluntarily  made  to  promote 
public  works  of  like  nature,  and  to  extend  the  use 
and  profit  of  the  state  works,  the  bank  has  paid  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  seven  hund-""d 
and  fifty-nine  dollars. 

It  ismot however  iipoq-the~  ground  of  service  to 
the  state  bw-fes  institution  that  the  directors  present 
TtiTsmemorial.  They  represent  great  interests,  five 
sacrifice  of  which  will  be  extensively  prejudicial  to 
both  public  and  private  welfare,  and  it  is  on  behalf 
of  these  interests,  that  they  ask  for  relief  by  the  le- 
gislature. They  do  not  ask  to  be  relieved  from  the 
obligations  imposed  by  the  constitution,  nor  from  the 
legal  and  inoral  liability  of  all  debtors  to  pay  their 
debts;  but  they  confidently  ask  to  be  exempted  from 
penalties  which  the  legislature  imposed,  and  which 
the  legislature  can  lawfully  repeal  or  suspend,  and 
they  ask  it  because  the  infliction  of  these  penalties 
will  inevitably  retard  the  payment  of  the  debts,  and 
will  produce  a wasteful  sacrifice  of  capital,  and  in- 
crease of  the  prevailing  embarrassment  and  dis- 
credit, and  a loss  of  credit  to  the  commonwealth. 
On  each  of  these  tendencies  they  ask  leave  lo  make 
one  or  two  suggestions.  The  sufficiency  of  l he  as- 
sets of  the  bank  to  meet  all  her  engagements  to -cre- 
ditors, is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  as 
much  a matter  of  moral  certainty  as  that  the  assets 
of  any  bank  in  this  state  or  elsewhere  are  sufficient 
fora  like  purpose.  If  through  measures  of  folly  or 
madness,  all  personal  securities  shall  be  annihilated, 
and  real  estate  be  made  dead  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  own  it,  the  calamity  will  not  be  confined  in  its 
effects  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  unless 
they  are  so  annihilated,  the  sufficiency  of  the  bank 
assets  is,  morally  certain.  The  first  question  then 
for  the  solemn  consideration  of  the  legislature,  and 
it  ought  to  receive  the  consideration  of  all  persons 
before  they  express  an  opinion  upon  it,  is  whether  the 
bills  and  liabilities  of  Ibis  bank,  ought  to  be  struck 
down  at  once  as  an  available  resource  to  the  creditors 
by  the  destruction  of  the  charter,  and  the  consequent 
delays  and  difficulties  of  winding  up  the  concern  in 
another  form. 

Is  it  not  a measure  of  more  wisdom  and  justice 
also,  to  these  creditors,  to  let  these  liabilities  take 
their  true  position  in  the  community,  according  to 
their  estimated  value,  assisted  as  the  liabilities  of 
other  banks  are  by  the  facilities  which  a charter 
gives  to  make  provisions  for  them?  Is  it  of  advan- 
tage to  any  man  or  body  of  men,  whose  pursuits  in 
business  are  profitable  to  the  commonwealth,  that 
this  paper  shall  become  a tiling  to  wager  upon  at  the 
exchange,  blown  up  one  day  by  hope,  thrown  down 
the  next  by  fear,  and  at  all  times  the  subject  of  con- 
trivances to  bring  about  the  gain  of  one  by  the  loss 
of  another?  With  the  certainty  of  a distant  liquid 
dation  are  the  bona  fide  holders  of  it  likely  to  ob- 
tain its  true  value  in  such  a state  of  artificial  agita- 
tion? Can  either  the  public  orindividuals,  pursuing 
a useful  calling,  be  benefited  by  at  once  putting  an 
end  to  the  active  commercial  value  of  more  than 


two  millions  of  dollars  of  this  paper,  now  believed 
to  be  principally  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  state?  It  is  not  at  present  a question  whether 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  at  once  to  become  a 
bank  of  extensive  circulation  and  deposite  as  before. 
Upon  this  point  this  bank  must  stand,  like  others,  upon 
her  own  strength  and  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity. But  the  question  is  whether,  be  her  resour- 
ces what  they  may,  her  creditors  are  to  be  deprived 
of  the  assistance  which  the  charter  will  give  by  the 
infliction  of  penalties  which  are  withdrawn  from  all 
other  banks? 

It  must  be  obvious  to  your  honorable  bodies  that 
by  destroying  the  charier,  not  only  will  the  property 
of  creditors  be  sacrificed,  but  that  the  same  is  more 
extensively  true  in  regard  lo  the  capital  oflhe  stock- 
holders. 

What  the  stockholders  have  done  to  fall  under  the 
edge  of  public  resentment,  it  is  difficult  to  per- 
ceive. If  there  has  been  error,  or  mismanagement 
in  the  bank  it  has  not  been  theirs.  If  money  has 
been  too  liberally  loaned  to  the  state  of  Pennsylva 
nia,  to  improvement  companies  and  to  individuals, 
the  stockholders  have  not  made  the  loans.  The 
law  prevents  them  from  acting  personalty  in  such 
matters,  and  compels  them  to  act  by  representa- 
tives. 

To  many  of  them  the  law  denies  the  right  of  se- 
lecting their  representatives.  They  are  widows, 
orphan  children,  persons  retiredifrom  business  and 
active  life,  and  not  capitalists  only;  and  all  of  them 
have  been,  and  are  sufferers,  against  their  will,  with- 
out their  personal  agency,  and  beyond  the  possibili- 
ty of  redress  by  thpmselves.  Why  should  persons 
in  this  situation  become  the  objects  of  hatred  and  per- 
secution, and  because  part  of  their  property  has 
been  impaired,  the  rest  of  it  be  sacrificed  by  forced 
sales  upon  a prostrate  market,  at  the  mandate  of  the 
law,  and  through  the  inflexible  agency  of  trustees 
or  liquidators?  Can  the  public  gain  by  this?  In 
such  times  as  these,  is  there  any  imaginable  advan- 
tage to  the  public  or  individuals  in  swelling  the  mass 
of  stocks,  debts  and  lands  for  peremptory  sale  in  a 
market  already  burthened  with  more  than  can  be 
absorbed? 

Your  memorialists  humbly  submit  that  but  one 
answer  can  be  given  lo  these  inquiries.  It  is  the 
true  interest  of  the  public,  as  it  is  also  the  dictate 
of  mercy  and  humanity,  that  the  stockholders  should 
be  assisted  to  make  the  most  of  their  concern  in  this 
bank  for  themselves  as  well  as  for  their  creditors, 
and  that  they  should  not  be  crippled  by  penal  re- 
strictions, nor  hunted  down  by  persecution;  and  if 
the  penalties  are  enforced,  these  are  tire  only  cha- 
racters which  the  enforcement  of  them  will  have. 

But  a more  special  public  question  will  not  es- 
cape the  regard  of  the  legislature.  To  the  extent 
of  more  than  eight  millions  the  bank  is  the  owner 
of  the  public  debt  of  this  state,  which  has  been 
pledged  for  the  repayment  of  money  borrowed. 
Whatever  throws  the  bank  into  liquidation,  leaves 
these  loans  of  the  state  at  the  mere)'  of  those  to 
whom  tliev  are  pledged,  enables  them  to  throw  them 
into  the  market  upon  the  default  of  the  bank,  to  de- 
press them  in  price,  and  to  become  the  purchasers 
of  them  at  an  immense  sacrifice.  In  the  face  of 
this  contingency,  what  is  to  be  the  market  price  of  the 
public  debt  of  Pennsylvania,  held  to  a great  extent 
by  her  own  citizens?  What  is  to  be  tile  ability  of  the 
state  to  complete  and  to  bring  into  profitable  opera- 
tion her  public  works.  What  are  to  be  the  conse- 
quent effects  upon  all  property  in  the  public  debt  or 
dependant  upon  it? 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  necessary  only  to  sug- 
gest these  considerations  10  the  wisdom  ot  the  legis- 
lature. They  hold  it  to  be  clear  beyond  doubt,  that 
while  tire  value  of  this  or  any  other  chartei  for  bank- 
ing lias  become  greatly  impaired,  so  that  the  private 
interests  of  the  stockholders  in  the  general  use  of 
this  power  is  now  ol  inconsiderable  magnitude,  at 
the  same  time  the  value  of  the  charter  is  giving  acti- 
vity lo  the  debts  of  (lie  bank  until  paid — its  value 
in  turning  all  the  assets  of  the  bank  to  ihe  best  ac- 
count for  all  parties,  and  its  value  in  sustaining  the 
price  of  state  dpbt,  and  in  furthering  the  financial 
operations  ol  the  state,  wa3  never  higher  than  at  this 
moment. 

They  therefore  respectfully  pray  the  legislature 
to  continue  to  the  bank,  the  relief  granted  by  the  re- 
sumption resolutions.  Whatever  provisions  the  le- 
gislature shall  see  fit  to  impose  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  common  with  other  banks,  to  give 
security  to  their  operations  and  to  bring  them  at  the 
earliest  day  practicable,  to  that  state  which  is  alone 
consistent  with  the  public  welfare,  this  bank  will 
receive  witli  the  deference  due  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  faithfully  endea- 
vor to  observe.  By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  board, 
T.  DUNLAP,  president. 

Attest:  A.  LARDrfER,  cashier. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Feb.  1 3/A,  1841. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  16.  The  vice  president  presented  me- 
morials from  Florida  praying  that  the  southern  por- 
tion of  that  territory  may  not  be  ceded  to  the  Se- 
minole Indians,  but  that  they  be  compelled  to  re- 
move west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Williams  reported  a joint  resolution  autho- 
rising the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  enter  into  con- 
tract, without  advertising,  for  American  water-iot- 
ted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported  a bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  military  roads  leading  to  the  frontier 
posts  bordering  on  Texas  and  Indian  settlements. 

Mr.  Walker  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  of 
representatives  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
authorise  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,” 
without  amendment.  Laid  on  the  table  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Linn  reported  a bill  supplemental  to  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1S30, 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians.” 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  a resolution  appointing 
Thursday  next  as  the  day  on  which  the  senate 
would  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a printer  for 
that  body  for  the  27th  congress. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted. 

Resolved , That  the  map  of  (be  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  made  under  i he  direction  of  the  war  de- 
partment, by  J.  N.  Nicollet,  and  the  report  in  reference 
to  the  same,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  congress,  under 
the  direction  of  the  chief  of  topographical  engineers; 
and  that  200  copies  thereof  be  delivered  to  the  war  de- 
partment and  to  tile  bureau  of  topographical  engineers 
for  distribution,  and  300  additional  copies  for  the  use 
of  the  senate. 

The  following  bills  were  also  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 

A bill  authorising  the  erection  of  certain  light 
houses  and  light  boats,  and  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain buoys  and  bacon  lights. 

A bill  to  authorise  the  paymentof  equitable  com- 
missions to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons  in 
whose  favor  awards  have  been  made  under  four  se- 
veral treaties  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
foreign  powers;  which  awards  have  been  retained  in 
the  treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  the  United 
States. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  when  Mr.  Tappan 
rose  and  delivered  ilis  views  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hubbard  to  include  banks  and  trading 
incorporations. 

Mr.  Nicholson  followed  against  the  bill  and 
amendment,  though  he  intimated  that  the  vote  he 
should  give  would  not  commit  him  on  any  future 
occasion. 

Mr.  Linn  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, but  against  the  general  policy  ol  the  bank- 
rupt bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  enter  his  protest  against  the 
doctrine  broached  by  Mr.  Nicholson  in  his  remarks, 
that  where  the  general  government  and  the  slates 
came  in  collision,  the  states  must  yield. 

Mr.  Benton  said  as  the  mover  of  (lie  amendment 
(Mr.  Hubbard)  was  not  then  in  his  seat, and  might 
desire  to  say  something  further  on  it,  he  would 
move  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  17.  Mr. 'Ruggles  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  George  Evans,  elected  a senator  of 
the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Maine,  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Preston  reported  a bill  providing  for  the  in- 
vestment of  the  Smithsonian  funds;  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Smithsonian  institution. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  a mpmoiial  from  certain 
citizens  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  certain  persons 
designated  as  “American  patriots”  who  were  taken 
captive  in  arms  during  the  Canadian  frontier  diffi- 
culties and  sentenced  to  punishment  as  felons  by 
British  authorities.  The  memorial  condemned  these 
proceedings  of  the  British  authorities,  and  asked  for 
the  adoption  of  resolutions  by  congress  declaring 
them  cruel  and  inhumane,  and  tor  the  interposition 
of  the  government  to  procure  the  release  of  these 
persons  from  imprisonment. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  Mr.  Norvell 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  president  ol  the  U. 
States. 

Mr.  Preston  opposed  the  motion.  He  had  (be 
strongest  objections  lo  any  interference  with  the  in- 
ternal and  domestic  concerns  of  foreign  nations.— 
The  advice  given  by  Jefferson  against  any  such  in- 
terposition was  worthy  ol  all  attention  and  conside- 
ration. He  subscribed  to  it  most  heartily.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  had  seen  with  regret  the  excited  proceedings 
on  the  northeastern  frontier.  They  were  calculat- 
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ed  to  excite  emotions  of  uneasiness  and  apprehen- 
sion for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  harmony;  for 
no  one  could  contemplate  the  possibility  of  a con- 
flict between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales, 
and  all  the  train  of  calamitous  consequences  which 
would  follow'  to  the  two  countries,  to  civilization, 
and  to  the  world,  without  the  greatest  pain.  It  wa3 
at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  improper 
to  interfere  with  the  political  affairs  and  proceed- 
ings of  other  states:  but  most  especially,  as  regards 
the  British  North  American  affairs  ought  all  such 
measures  tending  to  excitement  be  scrupulously 
avoided. 

Mr.  Preston  adverted  to  the  recent  correspon- 
dence between  the  British  minister  and  Mr.  Forsyth 
in  relation  to  the  negroes  of  L’Amistad.  He  cha- 
racterized the  course  of  the  Biilish  government  in 
this  matter  as  an  unwarrantable  interference:  and 
he  hoped  that  no  department  of  the  government 
would  give  it  the  slightest  sanction  or  favor.  He 
hoped,  too,  that  no  countenance  would  be  given  for 
such  interference  by  a similar  example  on  our  pait. 
i In  his  opinion,  the  senate  ought  to  mark  with  its 
most  decisive  rebuke  even  this  proposition,  to  in- 
terfere in  behalf  of  the  persons  referred  to  by  the 
memorialists.  With  what  face  can  we  censure  the 
intervention,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
case  of  the  Amistad  negroes,  if  we  entertain  the 
memorial.  He  was  against  entertaining  it  so  far 
even  as  to  suggest  the  idea  that  the  president  might 
consider  the  propriety  of  interfering.  He  moved  to 
lay  the  memorial  on  the  table. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Norvell,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative.  So  the 
memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Tennessee  land  bill  was  taken  up;  and,  af- 
ter a brief  discussion,  was  passed. 

Numerous  private  bills  were  disposed  of,  and  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

February  18.  Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, as  early  as  possible  alter  the  morning’s 
business  was  disposed  of,  he  should  call  up  the  re- 
solution introduced  by  him  some  time  since  tor  the 
repeal  of  the  sub-treasury. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  joint  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  Maine  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
the  repeal  of  the  sub- treasury,  the  establishment  of 
a national  bank,  a revision  of  the  tariff,  and  instruct- 
ing Mr.  Williams  to  carry  into  effect  the  will  of  his 
constituents  or  resign  his  trust. 

The  resolution  lor  the  admission  of  ladies  during 
the  residue  of  the  session  to  the  privileged  seats 
in  the  senate,  having  come  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  Norvell  said  that  citizens  were  at  this  pecu- 
liar time,  crowding  to  this  metropolis  in  unusual 
numbers.  All  were  aware  of  Ibis  fact.  All  were 
aware  that,  among  those  crowds,  ladies  from  all 
quarters  of  the  union,  who  had  never  visited  the 
city  before,  were  to  be  found.  It  was  right  and 
proper  that  as  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  could  be  accommodated  with  convenience 
to  the  senate  should  have  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing the  proceedings  and  debates  of  this  body. 
By  admitting  the  ladies  below,  many  of  whom 
would  probably  never  have  another  opportunity  to 
hear  our  debates,  more  room  would  be  left  in  the 
galleries  for  the  accommodation  of  gentlemen.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  the  resolution  under  conside- 
ration, which  he  had  thought  it  right  to  submit, 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  (he 
table.  Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Clayton,  Cuthberf,  Fubon,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Roane,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tappan,  Wail,  Wil- 
liams, Wright — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Dixon, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Nicholtm,  Norvell,  Ruggles,  Sevipr, 
Smith,  of  Conueclicur,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White. 
Young— 20. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution proposing  to  elect  a public  printer  for  the 
27th  congress. 

Mr.  Hubbard , who  introduced  the  resolution  on  a 
former  day,  made  same  few  remarks  as  to  the  joint 
resolution  under  which  the  senate  had,  from  time  to 
time  acted. 

Mr.  Huntington  remonstrated  at  considerable 
length  against  the  proposition,  going  into  a suc- 
cinct examination  of  all  the  resolutions  and  laws 
that  had  been  passed  in  relation  to  this  subject  from 
1817  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  JJ.  denied  that  the 
joint  resolution  of  1819,  (relied  on  by  the  intro- 
ducer of  the  motion),  was  obligatory;  that  it  had 
been  Ireated  by  the  other  house  as  a pertect  nullity, 
and  could  not  be  binding  on  the  senate.  He  denies 
the  justice,  the  propriety , or  the  expediency  of  go- 
ing into  such  an  election  at  this  late  stage  of  the 
session.  There  was  no  necessity  for  it,  because 


the  printer  was  already  provided  for  until  the  4th 
of  March,  and  there  was  no  justice  in  it,  because  it 
was  seeking  to  place  a public  officer  of  the  minori- 
ty on  the  majority  of  the  senate.  He  said,  if  it  pass- 
ed, he,  for  one,  should  not  regard  it  as  obligatory, 
and  should  move  to  rescind  it  as  soon  as  the  next 
congress  met.  He  would  therefore  move  to  post- 
pone its  further  consideration  until  the  4th  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  tie  would  take  occasion  to  an- 
swer the  remarks  of  the  senator  in  detail  to-mor- 
row, and,  meantime,  he  would  desire  that  it  be 
postponed  until  that  time;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  special 
order,  being  the  bill  to  establish  a uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy,  when  Mr.  Benton  rose  and  addressed 
the  senate  at  great  length. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  rose,  but  gave  way  for  a mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  19.  The  resolution  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a public  printer  was  taken  up  and  dis- 
cussed until  after  4 P.  M.  The  debate  was  some- 
what animated,  the  motion  pending  being  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  un- 
til the  4th  March  next. 

This  motion  was  sustained  by  Messrs.  Hunting- 
ton,  Henderson,  Bayard , Mangum,  Dixon,  Prentiss, 
Kerr,  Merrick,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Preston  and  others,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Hubbard , Sevier,  Linn,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Norvell,  Benton,  Buchanan,  and  others. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  (he  postpone- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  While — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alien,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nichols?, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith,  ot 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 26. 

Mr.  Hubbard  did  not  desire  to  go  into  the  election 
then,  and  would  suggest  Monday.  The  blank  was 
filled  with  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  take  up  the  resolulion 
introduced  by  him  some  time  since,  for  the  repeal 
of  the  sub  treasury.  On  this  question  the  yeas  arid 
nays  were  called.  When  there  appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon.  Graham,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  Wright — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
W ill,  Williams,  Young — 22. 

Mr.  Clay,  observed  that  what  he  had  to  say  would 
take  a very  few  minutes.  There  were  some  cries, 
in  an  under  tone,  of  “adjourn.”  Mr.  Clay  then 
moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Allen  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  adjournment  32,  against  it  12. 

Ami  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  20.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  a re 
solution  was  adopted  calling  upon  the  secretary  of 
war  for  certain  information  relative  to  claims  under 
the  Cherokee  treaties  of  1835  and  ’36,  as  also  re- 
lative to  the  reservations  under  the  same. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Phelps  relative 
to  payments  made  to  defaulters  was  considered  and 
adopted. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a printer 
to  the  senate,  and  the  vice  president  having  notified 
the  members  to  prepare  their  ballots  Mr.  Mangum 
rose  and  said  that  after  what  had  transpired  here 
yesterday  in  relation  to  this  election,  he  felt  it  due 
to  himself,  as  well  as  other  members  of  the  body 
who  felr  and  acted  with  him,  and  in  some  sort 
due  to  ttie  people  whom  they  represented,  to 
state  the  eourse  he  meant  to  pursue  in  regard  to  it. 
He  did  not  complain  of  the  determination  of  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  yesterday:  that  was  their  af- 
fair: but  inasmuch  as  it  indicated  what  would  be 
the  course  they  meant  to  pursue  towards  those  who 
would  fora  few  days  longer  remain  in  the  minority, 
he  would  now  say,  that  he  should  decline  any  par- 
ticipation in  Ibis  election  all.  He  regarded  it  as 
ineffectual  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  design- 
ed, and  therefore  his  course  wouid  embarrass  no 
one:  but  for  himself  he  must  decline  all  participa- 
tion in  the  matter. 

The  ballols  were  now  cast,  and  on  their  exami- 
nation at  the  secretary’s  table  it  appeared  that 

Blair  & Rives  had  receiyed  26  votes. 

F rancis  P.  Blair  1 “ 

So  the  vice  president  announced  that  Blair  Sc  Rives 
had  been  duly  elected  printers  to  the  senate  for  the 
next  congress. 

The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  to  repeal  the  sub- treasury  law,  and  the 


amendment  offered  as  a substitute  therefor  by  Mr. 
Allen,  of  Ohio,  came  up  for  consideration,  when 
Mr.  Cloy,  gave  his  views  somewhat  at  large  upon 
the  propriety  of  adopting  his  resolution;  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Williams  in  opposition. 
The  latter  stated  that  certain  resolutions  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  his  state,  Maine,  in  relation  to  the 
sub-treasury  law,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to 
say  something  in  explanation  of  the  vote  he  should 
now  give.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  explain,  in  sub- 
stance, that  he  did  not  regard  the  resolution  as  an 
instruction  to  him  to  vote  to  repeal  this  bill;  be- 
cause, though  the  resolution  declared  that  it  was 
the  will  of  his  constituents  (hat  the  sub-treasury 
should  be  repealed,  the  legislature  refused  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  explicitly  instructing  him  to 
vote  to  repeal  it.  Had  they  done  so,  lie  would  have 
obeyed.  But,  as  they  only  instructed  him  that  such 
was  the  opinion  of  his  constituents,  he  must  take 
leave  to  judge  as  to  that  fact;  it  might  or  it  might 
not  be  their  will;  but,  as  the  legislature  had  not 
taken  the  responsibility  of  a positive  instruction  so 
as  to  make  his  act  theirs,  he  should  vote  against  the 
repeal. 

Mr.  Walker  went  at  great  length  into  an  expla- 
nation a3  !o  the  evidences  of  public  sentiment  in 
Mississippi  on  the  subject  of  the  sub-treasury;  and 
arrived,  after  staling  a number  of  facts,  at  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  doubtful  which  way  public  opi- 
nion preponderated.  But  his  course  was  decided 
by  the  consideration  that,  if  the  law  should  be  re- 
pealed, the  country  would  fall  back  either  upon  the 
regulated  or  unregulated  state  batik  system,  to  which 
tie  was  utterly  and  irreconcilably  opposed,  and  so 
were  the  people  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Sevier  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  when,  the  question  being  ta- 
ken by  yeas  and  nays,  ( every  senator  voting),  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
.Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wit!!,  ^Wi- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  Clay, o!  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  Hun- 
tington, Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Webster, 
White— 25. 

So  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  solicited  the  senate  to  indulge  him  in 
taking  up  the  bills  relating  to  the  territories. 

Mr.  Merrick  desired  to  have  the  senate  take  up 
the  bill  i'or  chartering  the  District  banks,  but  yield- 
ed the  point  to  Mr.  Linn,  giving  notice  that  he 
would  call  it  up  on  Monday  without  fail. 

The  following  bills,  after  beingadvocated  and  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Linn,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading: 

The  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Johnson,  in 
the  territory  of  Iowa,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a 
tract  of  land  for  a seat  of  justice  for  said  county, 
and  repealing  the  second  section  of  an  act,  approv- 
ed the  3d  day  of  March,  1S.39,  entitled  “an  act  mak- 
ing a donation  of  land  to  the  territory  of  Iowa,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings  thereon;” 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  running  and  marking  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  a tract  of  land  reserved  for 
the  half-breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  Indians. 

The  following  bills  were  also  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed: 

The  bill  authorising  the  erection  of  certain  light 
houses  and  light  boats^and  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain buoys  and  bacon  lights. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  warriors. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and  af-r 
ter  wards  adjourned. 

Febuary  22.  Mr.  While  presented  a report  made 
to  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  on 
(he  subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  accompanied  by  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  said  state,  ask- 
ing (hat  the  permanent  proscriptive  pre-emplion 
bill  be  so  amended  as  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  in  just  and  equitable  proportions,  to  grant 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  320  acres  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  and  to  limit  the  right  to  actual  bona 
fide  settlers. 

Also,  a resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  that 
the  government  should  be  supported  by  the  revenue 
to  be  raised  by  duties  on  foreign  goods,  and  wholly 
opposed  to  any  system  of  direct  taxation. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  memorial  of  a number  of 
citizens  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, engaged  in  the  growth  and  manufacture  of 
silk,  asking  that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on  the 
foreign  article. 

Mr.  Young  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Randolph  county,  Illinois,  asking  the  opinion  of 
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congress  as  to  the  true  meaning  and  construction 
of  the  federal  constitution  in  relation  to  the  right 
of  property  in  slaves,  the  right  of  the  states  to  issue 
bills  of  credit,  and  the  power  of  congress  to  estab- 
lish a national  bank. 

Several  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  Friday 
were  read  and  passed. 

Mr.  Criiienden  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to 
prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal  officers 
in  elections.  Mr.  C.  spoke  at  length,  showing  the 
object  of  the  bill  in  question.  When  the  debate 
was  further  continued  between  Messrs.  Noivell, 
Criiienden,  Wright,  Clay,  Calhoun,  Buchanan,  Cuth 
bert,  Preston,  and  others. 

The  debate  became  very  animated,  so  much  so 
that,  when  Mr.  Preston  closed,  there  was  a strong 
burst  of  applause  from  the  galleries,  and  some  in- 
dications in  the  lobby.  Immediately  there  were 
cries  of  “clear  the  galleries — clears  the  galleries.” 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  with  much  earnestness:  Clear 
the  galleries.  Mr.  Anderson,  striking  his  hand  on 
the  desk:  I insist  that  the  galleries  be  cleared.  Mr. 
Benton:  Clear  the  galleries — clear  the  blackguards. 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose  also,  and  called  tor  the  galleries 
to  be  cleared.  Mr.  Clay : Spare  the  ladies — they 
have  not  sinned.  1 hope  they  may  be  suffered  to  re- 
main. The  east  gallery  was  soon  cleared,  though 
crowded  to  suffocation — the  citizens  retiring  as 
speedily  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit. 

Mr.  Calhoun  closed  the  debate  on  Mr.  Critten- 
den’s bill,  and,  on  the  question  of  granting  leave  to 
introduce  it  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative: yeas  14,  nays  26. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr.  Webster. 

Hon.  if.  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  U.  S. 

“Sir:  It  is  the  object  of  this  letter  to  make 
known  to  the  senate  the  resignation  of  my  seat  as 
one  of  the  senators  from  Massachusetts,  having  al- 
ready informed  the  executive  of  that  state  that 
from  this  day  my  place  would  be  vacant. 

“In  retiring  from  a situation  in  w hich  so  consi- 
derable a part  of  my  life  has  been  passed,  I hope  I 
may  be  permitted  to  express  my  high  respect  for 
the  body  of  which  I have  been  a member,  the  in- 
terest I shall  ever  feel  in  the  preservation  of  its 
character  and  dignity,  and  my  cordial  wishes  for 
the  health  and  happiness  of  ail  those  with  whom  1 
have  been  associated. 

“With  much  personal  regard,  I have  the  honor 
to  be  your  obedient  servant,  D.  WEBSTER.” 

As  soon  as  the  letter  was  read — 

Mr.  Cuthbert  rose  to  express  his  regret  that  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts  was  not  present  to  an- 
swer certain  questions  which  he  had  to  propound. 

On  this  annunciation  by  Mr.  C.  a very  spirited 
discussion  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Preston, 
Cuthbert  and  Rives  participated.  And  then  the 
senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  Feb.  13. — In  continuation. — The  report 
of  Mr.  Pickens,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, on  the  message  of  the  president,  transmitting 
a correspondence  with  the  British  minister  in  rela- 
tion to  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  and 
the  demand  made  for  the  liberation  of  Alexander 
McLeod,  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Everett  renewed  his  proposition  to  include  in 
the  printing  all  the  documents  upon  the  subject,  a 
list  of  which  he  furnished. 

Mr.  Granger  rose  and  moved  a division  of  the 
question — first,  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table; 
and  then,  on  the  motion  to  print. 

And  the  motion  to  print  being  debatable — 

Mr.  Granger  said  that  he  considered  this  report, 
if  acted  upon  and  adopted  by  the  house,  as  ap- 
proaching very  nearly,  in  its  consequences,  to  a de- 
claration of  war,  if  the  British  government  should 
desire  so  to  consider  it.  He  would  take  occasion  to 
say,  as  a member  of  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, that  the  report  did  not  receive  his  assent. — 
And  he  felt  constrained  to  detain  the  house  for  a 
few  moments  whilst  he  assigned,  very  briefly,  his 
reasons  for  this  conclusion. 

What,  (continued  Mr.  G.)  was  the  position  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  when  they  entered 
upon  the  consideration  of  this  question?  My  col- 
league (Mr.  Fillmore ) had  called  upon  the  state  de- 
partment for  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  the  liberation  of 
McLeod.  That  matter,  and  that  alone,  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  It  is  not 
my  purpose  to  censure  the  conduct  of  this  adminis- 
tration, for,  so  far  as  my  judgment  can  now  deter- 
mine, I approve  fully  the  course  they  have  taken. 
That  opinion  may,  upon  further  reflection,  be 
changed;  but,  as  at  present  advised,  1 consider  the 
course  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  have  been  such  as  was 
due  to  his  high  official  station  and  due  to  the  cha- 


racter and  dignity  of  this  nation.  But,  so  consider-  . 
ing,  and  representing  a section  of  country  deeply 
interested  in  this  question,  and  as  ready  to  meet  its 
consequences  as  the  people  of  any  other  section  of 
this  union,  I still  dissent  from  the  report. 

What  does  it  embrace?  A report  upon  matters 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs?  No; 
nothing,  as  I have  stated,  was  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee but  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  de- 
mand for  the  liberation  of  McLeod.  Does  that 
committee  act  upon  a call  of  the  executive  of  this 
nation,  made  upon  this  house,  to  place  before  the 
country  and  the  world  the  condition  of  things  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain?  No. 
The  executive,  mindful,  as  we  are  bound  to  believe, 
of  the  honor  of  the  country  as  well  as  of  the  cha- 
racter of  his  own  administration,  has  not  thought 
proper  to  call  upon  either  house  of  congress  for  ad- 
vice in  regard  to  our  relations  with  Great  Britain. 
What,  then,  is  the  position  of  that  committee?  Tra- 
velling beyond  the  record,  they  come  forward  and 
present  (by  the  votes  of  a bare  majority  I will  say, 
if  in  order)  a report  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is 
not  pacific  in  its  character,  and  w hich  is  based  upon 
complaints  against  the  British  government,  not  one 
of  which  has  been  referred  to  that  committee. — 
When,  or  by  whom,  have  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  been  called  upon  to  consider  seizures  upon 
the  high  seas, 'or  this  alleged  rightof  search?  which, 

I agree  with  the  committee,  is  one  which  this  na- 
tion is  not  likely  to  tolerate  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  now'  exercised.  When,  or  by  whom,  were  the 
other  matters  of  controversy  which  that  report  em- 
braces referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
that  they  might  make  report  upon  them?  And,  if 
so,  what  have  they  reported?  Have  they  sent  here 
a document  setting  forth  the  alleged  grievances  of 
this  country,  complaining  of  injustice  done  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  aiid  calling  for  the  action  of 
this  house  upon  those  matters?  Has  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  come  forward 
to  say  that  he  is  prepared  to  recommend  appropria- 
tions to  put  the  country  in  a proper  state  of  defence 
to  meet  the  emergency  which  such  a report  as  this 
may  create?  Is  your  committee  on  military  affairs 
ready  to  recommend  the  defences  which  should  be 
provided  if  such  a report  is  to  go  forth  to  the  world, 
under  the  sanction  of  this  house?  Has  your  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs  sent  in  requisitions  to  put 
your  ships  in  commission,  that  you  may  be  prepar- 
ed to  meet  on  the  high-seas  the  power  you  have  be- 
fore met  and  crippled?  No.  There  has  been  no 
such  recommendation.  And  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs,  without  recommending  any  action, 
without  even  coming  to  any  conclusion,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  except  that  Great  Britain  is  the  greatest 
power  on  earlh  and  we  the  humblest,  bring  here  a 
report  calculated  to  inflame  the  whole  nation;  and 
to  let  it  go  forth  to  the  world  that  we  are  making 
an  issue  with  Great  Britain,  which  we  voluntarily 
tender  to  her,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  she  has  a 
right  to  take  up  on  the  instant. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  and  with  the  administration  of  justice 
within  her  borders,  that  demand  our  attention.  On 
a former  occasion  I stated  on  this  floor  that  the  per- 
son whose  life  was  in  jeopardy  would  receive  at  the 
hands  of  a jury  of  New  York  the  same  fair  and  im- 
partial trial  which  would  be  secured  to  any  citizen 
of  that  state  who  might  be  arraigned  for  a violation 
of  its  laws;  but  I mourn  now  to  say  that,  from  pre- 
sent indications,  there  is  an  excitement  on  the 
western  border  of  New  York,  growing  out  of  the 
arrest  of  this  man  and  of  his  liberation  for  the  mo- 
ment, which  is  already  sufficiently  great  to  make 
those  who  regard  the  lives  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  country  pause  before  they  act.  By 
ibis  time,  I suppose,  the  grand  jury  of  Niagara 
county  has  closed  its  investigation.  ’ The  current 
rumor  through  the  newspapeis  of  the  day  is,  that 
McLeod  has  been  indicted:  The  people  of  that 
section  have  been  greatly  incensed  by  recent  tran- 
sactions there.  Send  forth  this  paper  to  the  world, 
recommending  nothing  and  being  nothing  but  a de- 
tailed account  of  giievances  against  the  British  go- 
vernment, with  a lew  hints  at  what  may  be  presum- 
ed to  be  the  arrogance  of  her  course,  and  no  man 
can  answer  for  the  consequences  upon  the  life  of 
this  man.  I felt  it  to  be  my  fluty  to  endeavor  to 
postpone  this  question  until  (he  trial  should  have 
passed.  I believed  that  (lie  power  of  this  country 
could  never  be  exercised  with  a higher  glory  to  it- 
self than  when  showing  to  the  world  that,  whilst  it 
look  the  position  which  its  honor  demanded,  still 
that  the  humblest  individual  of  this  or  any  other 
country  whose  foot  was  upon  our  soil  should  be 
shielded  by  the  mild,  the  just,  and  the  impartial 
operation  of  its  laws.  I do  not  think  that,  without 
any  call  from  the  executive,  without  any  thing  hav- 
ing been  laid  before  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 


fairs but  the  papers  relating  to  the  liberation  of  this 
man — I say,  I do  not  think  that  the  honor  or  dignity 
of  this  nation  required  that  we  should  send  forth  a 
declaration,  not  only  of  the  prowess  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  our  humility,  but  of  our  readiness  to  meet  her 
at  any  moment,  when  no  necessity  existed  for  such 
a threat;  and  w hen  the  voice  of  this  house,  speaking 
potentially  to  the  nation,  might  be  considered  as  a 
watch-word  by  which  eveiy  man  on  the  northern 
frontier  was  to  guide  himself  in  hurrying  on  to  exe- 
cution this  suspected  foreigner.  If  he  should  he 
tried  and  found  guilty,  let  the  penalty  of  the  law  be 
exacted;  and  let  the  people  on  the  frontier  of  New 
York  and  the  people  throughout  the  widest  extre- 
mities of  this  land  he  prepared  to  meet  the  conse- 
quences. When  those  consequences  shall  present 
themselves,  riot  only  w ill  the  state  of  New  Y oi  k be 
ready  to  meet  them,  but  I leel  sure  that  a patriotic 
feeling,  which  supersedes  all  local  questions  and 
merges  all  political  differences,  will  rally  this  w hole 
nation  to  the  rescue.  It  will  then  be  time  enough 
i to  act;  but  in  the  name  of  justice,  let  us  not  antici- 
pate that  event  by  inflaming  the  public  mind,  and 
adding  to  the  horrors  of  war  the  consciousness  that 
we  have  interfered  with  the  impartial  operation  of 
our  laws  or  trifled  with  their  supremacy. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Adams,  Pickens  and  Grinnell,  which  resulted  in  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Grinnell  to  amend  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pickens,  (which  W'as,  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed,  as  above  stated),  so  as  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  whole  subject;  that  was  to  say,  the 
repoit  and  the  motion  to  print  the  report,  &c  ; and 
on  that  motion  Mr.  G.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Pickens  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  that 
motion  closed  the  debate?  The  speaker  replied  in 
the  affirmative. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  various  mem- 
bers, w hen  a division  of  the  question  was  called  for. 

Mr.  Biiggs  suggested  to  Mr.  Giinnell  that,  as  he 
(Mr.  B.)  supposed  no  one  warded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  it. 
would  save  time  to  withdraw  the  call  for  them,  so 
far  as  that  part  of  the  motion  was  affected. 

Mr.  Grinnell  having  assented,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table 
prevailed  without  a division. 

The  question  then  recurred,  and  was  taken,  on 
the  second  part  ot  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grinnell  to 
lay  the  motion  to  print  the  report  on  the  table  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  77,  nays  110. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Everelt— Mr.  Pickens  said  he  had  a few  re- 
marks to  make  in  leply  to  the  gentleman  from  N. 
York,  (Mr.  Granger). 

Thai  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  P.)  has  deliver- 
ed a regular  set  speech,  prepared  lor  the  occasion, 
with  tones  as  regular  as  it  they'  had  issued  horn  a 
bag-pipe.  He  was  the  very  last  gentleman  here, 
judging  from  the  sentiments  he  expressed  a few 
weeks  ago,  who,  I should  have  supposed,  w ould 
have  found  his  patriotism  and  tiis  valor  oozing  out 
so  soon  from  the  palms  of  his  hands.  His  speech, 
in  my  opinion,  is  worthy  ot  attention.  He  speaks 
as  one  clothed  with  authority,  and  I regret  very 
much  the  course  he  has  thought  proper  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I will  declare  to  you  and  to  this 
house  that,  so  far  from  this  repoit  being  the  war 
report,  as  the  gentleman  from  New’  York  has  cha- 
racterised it,  it  is  essentially  the  reverse.  To  speak 
our  sentiments  plainly  and  fearlessly  belore  the 
world — -to  declare  that  v^e  know  our  rights  anddaie 
maintain  them — must,  in  toy  judgment,  have  a ten- 
dency directly  the  reverse  ot  that  which  the  gentle- 
man seems  to  anticipate.  . 

He  has  spoken  ol  this  report  in  two  points  of 
view.  In  the  first  place,  he  asserts  that  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs  have  I ravelled  out  ol  lire  j ecoi  d. 
l’he  subject  matter  in  refttion  to  the  “Caroline” 
and  lo  the  demand  for  the  liberation  of  McLeoo,  I 
consider  as  having  been  actually  and  in  fact  leler- 
red  to  that  committee.  They  could  not  sepaiate 
the  two  cases  so  as  to  present  them  in  an  intelligible 
point  of  view  to  the  country.  And  does  he  say 
that  that  part  of  the  report  is  beyond  the  record? 
Other  matters  have  been  mentioned  merely  as  inci- 
dental, by  way  of  illustrating  the  interest  thrown 
around  this  question,  and  with  no  intention  to  arouse 
any'  hostile  feeling  in  this  or  in  any  other  country. 
I deny  the  imputation,  thrown  out  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  that  the  report  has  arrayed 
the  strength  of  Great  Britain  and  proclaimed  our 
own  weakness,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  our  owur  humility 
before  the  world.  It  does  no  such  thing.  I chal- 
lcnRe  the  gentleman  to  lay  his  finder,  il  he  can 
upon  a single  sentence  which,  even  by  inference, 
proclaims  our  weakness  or  imbicility.  1 thought 
it  was  proper  to  present  the  precise  condition^  ot 
things  to  the  country;  and  1 will  here  take  occasion 
to  say  that  the  report  was  written  by  myse It.  with- 
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out  consultation  with  any  human  being,  save  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  presented.  In  drawing 
it  up,  I looked  over  the  whole  subject-matter;  I 
looked  at  thegreat  interests  involved;  1 looked  at  the 
position  in  which  you  Mr  Speaker,  and  tiiis  house 
had  placed  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  before 
the  nation  and  the  world,  and  I felt  it  to  be  a duty 
which  I ow'ed  to  this  house  and  to  my  country  to 
utter  freely  and  without  reverse  the  sentiments  we 
entertained. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  executive  has 
called  for  no  action;  that  it  is  due  to  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  that  thi3  house  should 
wait  until  it  hears  from  that  quarter.  Sir,  I take  the 
reverse  of  that  position;  I say  that  we  were  consti- 
tuted, under  the  federal  constitution,  as  a co-ordi- 
nate and  independent  branch  of  this  government; 
that  this  house  is,  in  the  contemplation  of  that  con- 
stitution, the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  interests  and 
the  rights  of  this  confederacy;  and  that  when  any 
subject-matter  is  legitimately  brought  before  it,  it 
is  not  only  our  right,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  the  con- 
stitution and  to  the  county  to  proclaim  our  senti- 
ments upon  it.  I repel  the  idea  that  we  are  to  look 
to  the  executive  branch  of  this  government  for  dic- 
tation or  counsel  upon  any  question  that  may  be  sup- 1 
posed  to  involve  the  interests  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  principal  object  in  re- 
plying to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  to  declare,  as  I have  already  done,  that  this, 
so  far  from  being  a war  report,  is  of  a precisely  con- 
trary character.  I had  hoped  that  the  vote  might 
have  been  taken  silently;  that  the  report  might 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  and  printed;  that  there 
should  have  been  no  panic;  that  no  discussion  should 
have  sprung  up;  that  no  excitement  calculated  to 
arouse  the  people  of  this  country  by  false  appeals 
to  their  patriotism  and  their  honor,  should  have 
been  manifested  here.  But  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs  have  thought  that  it  was  proper  to  pre- 
sent to  the  people  the  exact  questions  at  issue  be- 
tween us  and  a great  and  powerful  nation.  We 
thought — or,  at  all  events,  so  as  I am  concerned,  I 
thought,  that  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  every  party,  had  for  the  last  two 
years,  been  too  much  absorbed  in  the  political  con- 
flicts of  the  day.  I thought  it  was  right  that  the 
country  should  understand,  in  an  authentic  form, 
the  points  at  issue  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
and,  under  thesecircumstanc.es,  I presented  this  re- 
port, acting,  as  I do  on  all  other  occasions,  under  a 
conscientious  sense  of  my  duty.  Yes — I was  re- 
solved to  do  my  duty,  leaving  the  consequences  to 
God.  These  are  the  principles  upon  w hich  1 have 
been  taught  to  act.  And  when  I hear  from  certain 
quarters  appeals  to  the  honor,  the  patriotism  and 
the  valor  of  the  people  of  this  land — when  I hear 
indirect  annunciations  made  that  the  accredited 
heads  of  this  government  have  herefore  neglected 
their  duty  and  slept  on  the  rights  of  the  country — I 
have  a right  to  expect  that  those  gentlemen  who 
make  such  appeals  and  such  annunciations  will 
themselves  come  forward  on  occasions  of  impor- 
tance, and  vindicate  the  sentiments  which  they  have 
previously  uttered. 

As  to  the  allegation  that  this  report  will  have  the 
effect  of  exciting  the  people  on  the  border,  I say'  I 
should  rather  think  its  tendency  would  be  the  re- 
verse. The  people  there  have  been  greatly  excited; 
meetings  of  an  angry,  unnecessary  and  an  uncalled 
for  character  have  taken  place,  ami  recommenda 
tions  were  made,  I will  say,  of  unjustifiable  meet- 
ings in  this  very  casein  relation  to  McLeod.  These 
things  have  been  done,  and  why?  Because  the 
people  have  felt  themselves  wounded — they  have 
been  led  to  believe  that  this  government  was  neg- 
lecting their  interests.  They  are  under  the  belief, 
whether  right  or  w rong,  that  we  have  too  long  tri- 
fled and  dallied  with  their  rights  and  feelings;  and 
if  we  prove  to  them  that  this  is  not  true — that  this 
government  is  disposed  to  attend  to  their  interests — 
to  avenge  their  wrongs,  and,  if  necessary,  to  vindi- 
cate their  rights,  they  will  once  more  look  here  for 
that  protection  which  the  constitution  has  pledged 
to  them.  Such  a course  will  produce  quiet,  will 
allay  excitement,  and  will  produce  repose  and  con- 
tentment on  that  extensive  frontier;  lor  it  will  sa- 
tisfy the  people  that  their  rights  will  not  suffer  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  government 
here.  I will  not  go  into  any  of  those  delicate  mat- 
ter referred  to  in  the  report  with  a view  to  excite 
any  feeling;  but  I here  declare  that  its  sole  object 
was  to  call  public  attention  to  those  questions — to 
prepare  the  people  for  the  issues  which  might  ulti- 
mately present  themselves;  to  hold  up  to  them  the 
necessity  of  going  into  an  enlightened  system  of 
national  defence  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
times — suited  to  the  improvements  of  the  age,  not 
only  with  reference  to  Great  Britain  particularly, 
but  with  reference  to  our  rights  and  position  as  a 


free  and  independent  people  among  the  family  of 
nations.  I think  that  these  things  have  been  too 
long  neglected,  and  it  was  with  a view  to  call  at- 
tention to  them  and  to  the  great  questions  in  which 
the  people  of  this  confederacy  are  so  deeply  inte- 
rested that  this  report  was  made.  It  was  with  no 
view  to  the  excitement  of  a war  feeling.  Far  be  it 
from  me.  The  section  of  country  from  which  I 
come  is  directly  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
peace,  and  we  should  be  the  last  people  to  be  urged 
into  an  unnecessary  or  an  unjustifiable  war.  I do 
not  believe  there  is  any  danger  of  war,  if  we  do 
our  duty  here,  as  the  guardians  of  the  pOblic  honor 
and  the  public  liberty — if  we  show  to  the  world  we 
are  prepared  to  assert  our  rights.  But  rely  upon  it, 
if  you  take  the  advice  which  indirectly  has  been 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  N.  York — if  you  pro- 
claim semi  officially  from  your  seats  here  that  these 
matters  are  not  to  be  presented  in  their  true  light 
to  the  people,  then  there  will  be  danger  ofa  conflict: 
for  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man — it  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a nation  like  this  when  it  sees  a rival 
power  contending  for  the  ascendency  of  the  world, 
to  speak  the  language  of  submission  or  the  Ian 
guage  of  avoidance,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  A great 
people  like  this  cannot,  under  such  circumstances, 
forbear;  and  they  would  be  pressed  upon  every 
point,  until  at  last  an  appeal  to  arms  and  to  the  God 
of  battles  would  become  inevitable. 

It  is  to  avoid  these  consequences — it  is  for  the 
purpose  of  letting  the  people  know  the  true  condi- 
tion of  things  and  the  real  state  of  the  issue — that 
this  repoit  has  been  presented.  I ask  no  action 
upon  it;  I desire  to  say  nothing  that  can  be  con- 
strued into  an  intimation  or  threat  that  war  is  to 
follow.  I believe  the  contrary;  arid  conscientiously 
viewing  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  I presented 
this  report  upon  my  sole  and  entire  responsibility, 
except,  as  I have  said,  so  far  as  I had  the  aid  and 
consultation  ofa  majority  of  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign affairs;  yes  a bare  majority,  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  told  you.  And  it  is  with  regret 
arid  pain  that  I contemplate  the  fact  that  it  is  only  a 
majority  report.  I had  hoped  that  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  our  foreign  relations  there  were  no  parties  in 
this  country,  and  that  we  should  have  met  the  issue, 
whatever  it  may  be,  as  a united  and  free  people 
ought  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  Mams  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  Granger,  who  said:  if  the  house  will  listen  to 
my  bag-pipe  a few  moments  longer,  I shall  feel  ex 
ceedingly  obliged;  and  if  its  music  is  not  so  loud 
as  that  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  ( Mr. 
Pickens),  it  is  only  because  I cannot  fill  my  bags 
with  as  much  wind  as  he  can  blow  into  his.  Sir, 
I speak  by  no  authority  other  than  that  of  a repre- 
sentative of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
My  own  course  would  have  been  to  suffer  this  re- 
port to  pass  by  in  silence,  leaving  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  all  the  honor  of  its 
authorship;  for  1 have  no  doubt,  and  never  have 
had  a doubt  from  the  moment  when  he  first  read  it, 
that  every  sentence,  every  word  in  it  was  his  own. 
I have  down  to  this  time  supposed  that  it  W'as  as 
much  my  right  on  this  floor,  and  the  right  of  any 
other  member,  to  speak  my  own  opinions  without 
fear  of  dictation,  as  it  was  the  right  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  to  utter  his.  1 only  declare 
that  the  opinions  I have  expressed  are  solely  and 
exclusively  my  own,  without  consultation  with  any 
one.  I should  not  have  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  report.  I had  supposed  until  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  taught  me  better,  that  the  exe- 
cutive departments  of  this  nation  conducted  the 
negotiations  upon  all  delicate  matters  between  us 
and  foreign  governments.  I had  supposed  that  at 
any  rate  for  the  last  twelve  years  the  executive  of 
the  United  States  had  claimed  some  little  authority 
in  all  matters  connected  with  our  foreign  relations; 
and  I should  have  supposed  that  a party  which  had 
permitted  our  army  to  fall  into  disgrace — which  had 
suffered  our  navy  to  run  down  to  a state  of  even 
acknowledged  dilapidation — and  which  had  permit- 
ted the  whole  border  country  to  be  left  defenceless, 
would  be  the  last  upon  earth  to  present  such  a do- 
cument as  this.  I trust  that  the  administration 
which  is  about  to  come  into  power,  though  it  may 
not  manifest  quiet  so  hot  a courage  as  breathes 
through  this  report,  will  show  upon  the  high  seas, 
upon  the  border,  and,  if  need  be,  in  the  tented 
field,  more  power  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  a fo- 
reign foe  than  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
exhibited.  If  it  does  not,  it  will  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  I for  one,  want 
none  of  it.  Let  preparation  be  made.  Let  the  unfor- 
tunate man  now  in  confinement  be  tried  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York,  unbiased  by  the 
action  of  this  house,  and  let  the  nation  calmly  await 
the  issue 

Tire  gentleman  says  that  my  courage  has  sudden- 
ly “oozed  out  from  the  palms  of  my  hands.”  I 


acknowledge  that  life  has  for  me  many  charms: 
probably  no  man  clings  to  it  with  greater  tenacity 
than  I do,  or  is  more  closely  bound  by  all  the  en- 
joyments of  the  present  life  and  responsibilities  of 
the  future.  I never  speak  of  my  courage,  nor  pro- 
fess to  have  been  “born  insensible  to  fear.”  All  I 
have  to  say  is  that  when  the  laws  of  my  own  state 
and  of  the  nation  shall  have  been  executed,  and 
consequences  are  to  be  met,  all  differences  of  opi- 
nion between  the  gentleman  from  South  Corolina 
and  myself  upon  this  and  all  other  questions  will 
be  buried  in  our  love  of  country,  and  we  will  be 
found,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  battling  in  the  common 
cause. 

Mr.  Pickens  addressed  an  inquiry  to  Mr.  Granger 
which  the  reporter  could  not  hear. 

[And,  throughout  the  whole  debate,  there  was 
much  confusion  in  the  hall;  and  the  difficulty  of 
hearing  was  greater  than  even  it  generally  is,  ow- 
ing, chiefly,  to  the  members  standing  up  in  the 
aisles  and  talking  loudly  at  the  same  time,  in  con- 
travention of  that  excellent,  but  long  forgotten  rule, 
which  is  numbered  “34.”  See  edition  of  rules, 
December,  7,  1840.] 

Mr.  Mams  addressed  the  house  at  considerable 
length,  in  remarks  of  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
reporter  to  give  only  a brief  outline. 

Mr.  A.  expressed  himself  desirous,  for  the  sake  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens), 
wdio  had  declared  himself  to  be  the  sole  author  of 
this  report,  that  the  gentleman  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  it  coolly  and  impartially, 
with  reference  to  the  opinions  not  ol  one  party 
alone,  but  of  both  parties. 

Mr.  Pickens  was  here  understood  to  disavow  all 
party  considerations  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Mams  disclaimed  any  intention  to  cast  cen- 
sure on  the  gentleman.  All  he  wished  w'as,  that 
the  report  might  Ije  recommitted,  in  order  that  the 
gentleman  might  see  whether  both  parties  in  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs  could  not  come  here 
with  a report  receiving  their  unanimous  sanction,  or, 
at  all  events,  with  a report  not  sanctioned  by  a close 
party  vote,  as  this  had  been.  If  it  was  not  done,  it 
would,  in  the  eye  of  the  country,  of  the  world,  and 
of  posterity,  appear  to  be  the  policy  of  a defeated 
enemy  in  war  abandoning  a tenement  and  setting 
fire  to  it  upon  their  retreat. 

After  alluding  to  the  criticisms  of  Mr.  Pickens  on 
the  party  views  here  in  reference  to  the  controversy 
with  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  general  unanimity 
of  opinion  which  he  [Mr.  A.]  contended  had  pre- 
vailed here  on  that  subject,  (with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, which  he  enumerated),  Mr.  A.  alluded  to  the 
ground  taken  that  this  was  a conciliatory  report.  The 
people,  Mr.  A.  thought,  would  form  a very  different 
estimate  of  it.  What  was  the  dissertation  on  the 
ambition  and  the  grasping  spirit  of  Great  Britain? 
Were  such  charges  generally  received  by  nations  as 
being  ofa  friendly  character?  Suppose  the  charges 
to  be  true,  was  it  conciliatory  or  courteous  to  array 
them  here?  It  was  something  of  the  courtesy  and 
conciliation  which  captain  Fluellcn  (in  one  of  the 
plays  of  the  great  dramatist)  showed  to  Ancient 
Pistol,  when  he  said  to  him,  “Got  pless  you,  An- 
cient Pistol,  you  scurvy,  lousy  knave,  Got  pless 
you.”  He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  report  should 
be  recommitted,  and  that  all  those  parts  which  re- 
lated to  the  general  policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
her  ambitious  character  and  power,  might  be  left 
out.  And,  as  to  the  question  of  right  or  wrong, 
which,  after  all,  was  to  be  the  basis  of  our  contro- 
versy with  Great  Biitain  if  we  were  to  press  it  to  a 
war,  he  wished  a repoit  on  the  subject  itself,  based 
on  the  correspondence  here,  that  we  might  see  whe- 
ther, under  the  laws  of  nations,  we  could  maintain 
the  position  we  had  assumed  in  regard  to  the  Caro- 
line. And  this  point  Mr.  A.  argued  with  much 
force,  urging  upon  the  house  not  to  put  itself  or  tiie 
country  in  the  wrong  by  any  undue  act  of  its  own. 
If  we  were  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Biitain,  it 
should  be  a3  a united  people.  He  believed  that  a 
war  w'ould  be  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that 
could  befall  the  country;  and  he  confessed  that  it 
was  with  no  small  degree  of  anxiety  that  he  enter- 
tained fears  that  it  would  come  to  that  inevitable 
result.  He  looked  to  it  with  apprehension  and 
pain,  but  not  without  confidence  that,  if  we  went 
into  a war,  we  should  come  out  with  glory  and 
honor,  as  we  had  already  come  out  of  two  wars. 

Mr.  Everetl  followed  at  great  length,  and  the  ge- 
neral points  of  his  argument  w ere  as  follows: 

He  felt  an  embarrassment,  he  said,  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  being 
debated  with  open  doors;  and  he  had  said  many 
things  in  committee  which  he  could  not  say  here, 
but  which  he  would  say  if  the  doors  were  closed. 
What  was  the  position  of  the  house?  One  adminis- 
tration was  about  to  go  out  of  power,  and  another 
to  come  in — and  the  one  going  out,  (in  20  days), 
was  taken  measures  to  comproinit  the  one  coming 
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in — and  to  prescribe  the  course  it  should  follow,  or 
at  least  to  embarrass  it.  If  he  knew  himself,  he 
had  never  viewed  this  as  a party  question,  it  was 
one  which  involved  all  parties.  His  own  opinion 
was  that  no  action  on  the  part  of  this  house  was 
necessary,  this  correspondence  having  been  com- 
municated in  answer  to  a call  made  by  one  of  its 
members.  It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  execu 
live  to  conduct  these  matters,  and  it  was  not  for 
this  house  to  interfere  unless  there  was  some  re- 
nt issness  on  the  part  of  the  executive. 

He  was  desirous  that  the  report  should  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  committee  should  make  a 
specific  report  on  the  subject-matter  which  had 
been  referred  to  it. 

Mr.  E.  then  asked  what  was  the  state  of  the 
question  as  it  now  stood,  and  what  were  thegrounds 
taken  by  the  British  government,  &c.  and  proceed- 
ed to  read  the  follow  ing  statement  of  facts  as  ga- 
thered from  the  following  official  documents: 

The  facts  material  to  the  subject  submitted  to 
the  committee  are,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  29th 
December,  1337,  a detachment  of  the  British  forces 
stationed  at  Chippewa,  in  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  crossed  tiie  Niagara  to  Schlosser,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  there  made  a hostile  at- 
tack on  the  steamboat  Caroline,  the  property  of  an 
American  citizen,  killed  and  wounded  a number  of 
American  citizens,  captured  the  boat,  towed  her 
into  the  current,  set  her  on  fire,  and  sent  her  in 
liames  over  the  falls. 

On  the  5th  January,  1S3S,  the  secretary  of  state 
communicated  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  a 
cony  of  the  evidence  furnished  to  the  department 
of  this  “extraordinary  outrage,  committed  from  her, 
Britannic  majesty’s  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on 
the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New 
York;”  and  stating  that  “it  would  necessarily  form 
the  subject  of  a demand  for  redress  upon  her  ma- 
jesty’s government.” 

On  the  Gth  February,  Mr.  Fox  communicated  to 
the  secretary  of  state  a despatch  from  sir  Francis 
Head,  lieut.  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  containing 
the  distinct  avowals,  t hat  the  Caroline  was  destroy- 
ed by  older  of  col.  McNabb,  commanding  the  mili- 
tia in  her  majesty’s  service,  and  that  he,  (sir  Fran- 
cis), approved  the  act. 

On  the  22d  May  Mr.  Stevenson  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment. After  referring  to  those  avowals,  he 
said  that,  “under  such  circumstances,  it  was  not  to 
have  beenpxpected  that  the  whole  proceeding  could 
be  regarded  by  the  government  ot  the  United  Slates 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a manifest  act  of  hostile 
and  daring  aggression  upon  its  rights  and  sovereign- 
ty, utterly  inconsistent  with  ali  the  principles  of 
national  law,  and  wholly  irreconcileable  with  the 
friendly  and  peaceful  relations  of  the  two  countries:” 
that  --the  case,  then  is  one  of  open,  undisguised  and 
unwarrantable  hostility.”  He  concludes  by  express- 
ion- “the  confident  expectation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  that  the  whole  proceeding  will 
not  only  he  disavowed  and  disapproved,  but  that 
such  redress  as  the  nature  of  the  case  obviously 
requires  will  be  promptly  made.”  To  this  our  go- 
vernment waits  the  final  answer  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. 

On  the  13th  November  last,  Alexander  McLeod, 
a British  subject,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by 
the  authorities  of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  a 
charge  of ; rson  and  murder,  as  having  been  engag- 
ed in  the  captme  and  destruction  of  the  Caroline. 

On  ihe  I2lh  December,  the  British  minister 
made  a demand  on  the  president  for  the  release  ol 
McLeod,  on  the  ground  that  the  destruction  of  Hie 
Caroline  was  a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s 
service,  obeying  the  order  of  their  superior  authorities; 
and  that  ihe  ad,  accordingly  to  the  usages  of  na 
tions,  can  only  be  the  subject  of  discussion  between 
the  two  national  governments. 

To  this  demand  the  secretary  of  state  has  replied 
that  the  president  has  no  power  under  the  constitu- 
tion and'  laws  of  the  union  to  interpose  between 
McLeod  and  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  state 
of  New  York — and  that  “the  president  is  not  aware 
of  any  principle  of  international  law,  or  indeed  of 
reason  or  justice,  which  entitles  such  offenders  to 
impunity  before  Ihe  legal  tribunals,  when  coming 
voluntarily  within  their  independent  and  undoubted 
jurisdiction,  because  they  acted  in  obedience  to 
their  superior  authorities,  or  because  their  acts 
have  become  the  subject  of  diplomatic  discussion 
between  the  two  governments.”  And  tha!,  “if  the 
destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a public  act  of  per- 
sons in  her  majesty’s  service,  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  superior  authorities,  this  fact  has  not  been 
before  communicated  to  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  by  a person  authorised  to  make  the  admission; 
and  it  will  be  for  the  court  which  has  cognizance  of 
the  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged,  to 


decide  on  its  validity  when  legally  established  be- 
fore it.” 

The  British  minister,  expressing  his  regret  at  the 
decision,  had  referred  the  subject  to  his  govern- 
ment. 

From  these  premises,  Mr.  E.  after  expressly  dis- 
claiming any  intention  to  saj'  who  was  right  or 
who  was  wrong,  and  arguing  as  to  what  might  be 
the  course  of  the  British  government,  drew  the 
conclusion  that  the  diplomatic  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject was  not  closed,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Fox  had  re- 
ferred himself  to  his  government  for  instructions; 
(hat  as  yet,  therefore,  no  definite  issue  had  been 
made  up,  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough  lo  act 
when  the  British  minister  had  received  the  reply  of 
his  government. 

Mr.  E.  deprecated  the  excitement  which  had  been 
manifested  on  th.e  border,  declaring  (hat  it  ought  to 
receive  no  countenance  from  any  one.  He  regard- 
ed any  action  on  the  part  of  this  house  as  improper, 
so  long  as  negotiations  were  pending;  and  hoped 
that  the  report  would  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  report  something  of  the 
following  character: 

“It  appearing  that  the  reciprocal  complaints  re- 
ferred to  in  the  correspondence  submitted  on  the 
subjects  of  diplomatic  discussion  between  the  go- 
vernments of  the  two  countries,  the  committee 
having  entire  confidence  that  the  rights  and  honor 
of  the  United  States  will  be  sustained  by  the  execu- 
tive, and  entertaining  the  hope  that  the  controversy 
will  he  brought  to  a satisfactory  termination,  are  of 
the  opinion  that  no  action  of  this  house  is,  at  this 
time,  necessary.  They  therefore  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject.” 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  said  that,  in  the  couse  of 
the  debate,  he  had  been  anticipated  by  other  gen- 
tlemen in  much  that  he  had  intended  to  say. 

The  question  was  of  as  much,  if  not  more,  im- 
portance to  his  section  of  country  than  to  any  other; 
and  he  desired  to  express  his  opinion  in  relation  to 
the  vote  he  had  just  given  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  coupled  with  a motion  lo  print. 

I may,  (continued  Mr.  F.)  have  mistaken  the 
purport  of  this  report;  I have  only  heard  it  read  once 
at  the  clerk’s  table,  and  I have  had  no  opportunity 
to  examine  its  contents.  Th.e  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  says  it  is  conciliatory;  that  it  will  add 
nothing  to  the  exasperated  feeling  already  existing 
on  the  frontier.  I believe  that  he  thinks  his  report 
will  have  that  effect;  but  I much  fear,  from  what 
other  gentlemen  of  the  committee  say;  that  he  is 
mistaken.  I voted  in  favor  of  laying  the  motion  to 
print  on  the  table  because  I thought  the  effect 
would  not  be  such  as  the  gentlemen  anticipated, 
ami  I wanted  the  report  laid  on  the  table  that  I 
might  have  time  to  look  into  it,  and  see  if  my  origi- 
nal impressions  should  be  coi, firmed.  If,  upon  ex- 
amination, I had  found  that  it  was  not  calculated  to 
produce  the  results  I apprehended,  no  man  wo  iff  d 
vote  for  its  printing  more  freely  than  I would. 
The  house,  however,  has  refused  to  lay  the  molion 
to  print  on  the  table,  and  has  thought  proper  to  de- 
cide that  the  report  shall  be  published. 

Having,  as  I have  stated,  only  heard  the  report 
once  read,  arid  judging  from  what  others  say  ot  it, 
I concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Mams'),  that  the  subject  should 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 
I had  hoped  from  the  committee  a calm,  deliberate 
and  dignified  report  in  the  case  of  the  burning  of 
the  “Caroline”  and  the  arrest  of  McLeod;  that  it 
would  have  been  limited  to  that  matter  alone,  (in- 
stead of  embracing,  as  it  apparently  does,  all  our 
subjects  of  controversy  with  Great  Britain),  and 
that  it  would  have  set  the  country  right  with  re- 
ference to  the  fads  in  that  case.  I may  be  mistaken 
as  regards  some  of  those  facts;  and  upon  a careful 
examination  of  Ihe  testimony,  subsequent  to  the 
time  when  I last  submitted  a few  remarks  on  this 
case,  I observed  I was  mistaken  in  some  of  the 
facts  connected  with  that  transaction.  As  I was  not 
present  on  the  occasion,  all  the  knowledge  I have, 
l derive  from  the  newspapers  and  from  public  docu- 
ments, as  others  may,  and  probably  do.  But  upon 
this  question,  which,  as  I have  said,  is  one  of  vital 
importance  to  (hat  part  of  the  country  where  I reside, 
we  must  recollect,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  is 
a judicial  question  depending.  And  I was  in  hopes 
that  in  this  report,  exciling  and  inflammatory  in  its 
character  as  I now  think  it  is,  nothing  would  have 
been  said,  and  that,  so  far  as  this  house  was  con- 
cerned, nothing  would  have  been  done,  calculated 
to  increase  the  excitement  which  already  exists.  1 
confess  I have  heard  with  regret  and  shame  the  re- 
ports from  that  part  of  the  country  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  this  individual,  who  is  so  soon  to  be 
put  upon  hts  trial  for  murder,  f cannot  for  any  con- 
sideration countenance  for  a moment  the  idea  that 
the  laws  of  this  country  are  to  be  basely  trampled 


on  by  any  authority  whatsoever.  I cannot  counte- 
nance the  idea  that  the  judiciary  of  the  country 
shall  for  a moment  be  overawed,  directed  or  con- 
trolled, by  any  other  authority  than  that  of  the  laws 
themselves.  And,  whilst  I say  this,  1 am  also  un- 
willing to  countenance  any  thing  there,  or  to  do 
any  thing  here,  which  may  tend  to  such  results.  I 
hope  that  we  may  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  proceedings  there;  1 am  unwilling  to 
believe  that,  in  a community  of  citizens  such  as 
that,  and  with  many  of  whom  1 am  well  acquaint- 
ed, and  who  are  highly  respectable  and  intelligent, 
such  things  have  occurred.  I say,  I hope  we  have 
been  misinformed.  I trust  we  have.  I have  spen 
different  statements  of  those  transactions,  and  some 
of  them  have  been  of  an  exculpatory  character. — 
But  one  thing,  at  all  events,  should  be  borne  in 
mind  by  all  whose  duty  requires  them  to  act  on  this 
subject  here.  There  is  a great  state  of  excitement 
on  that  frontier,  which  might  by  possibility  lead  to  an 
outbreak.  My  objection  to  (he  printing  of  the  re- 
port was,  that  it  was  calculated  to  inflame  the  pub- 
lic mind;  and  I was  governed  in  that  vote  by  three 
reasons.  In  the  first  plade,  I did  not  wish  that  any 
thing  should  be  done  here  which  might  have  a ten- 
dency to  do  injustice  to  the  individual  who  is  soon 
to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
1 desire  that  the  lavv  should  have  its  free  action; 
that  no  excitement  should  be  raised  against  McLeod 
which  might  prevent  a fair  and  impartial  trial.  In 
the  second  place,  I do  not  desire  that  any  action  on 
the  part  of  this  house  should  compromise  or  control 
the  execulive  of  this  nation  in  the  negotiations  now 
pending  between  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
and  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  I have  all 
confidence  in  the  incoming  administration.  If  this 
controversy  can  be  amicably  and  honorably  settled 
between  the  two  governments,  I desire  that  it 
should.  But  there  is  a third  and  very  strong  reason 
in  my  mind  against  any  thing  being  done  to  ex- 
asperate the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  war  with 
Great  Britain.  It  is  this:  for  three  or  four  years  I 
have  used  all  the  exertions  in  my  power  to  induce 
this  administration,  which  is  responsible  to  the 
country,  to  provide  some  means  of  defence  on  our 
northern  frontier.  But  all  my  efforts  were  in  vain. 
And  yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Fic/cens),  now  tells  us  that  the  course  to  he  pursu- 
ed to  avoid  a war  with  Great  Britain  is,  to  stand  up 
to  her — to  threaten  her — to  take  a high  stand;  and 
that,  he  says,  will  avert  a war.  I may  have  been 
mistaken  in  the  meaning.  I know  that  those  were 
not  his  words.  But  I would  submit  to  him  that  the 
best  way  to  aviod  a war  with  Great  Britain  is  to 
show  that  we  are  prepared  to  meet  her  if  there  is  to 
be  war;  because  reasonable  preparations  for  defence 
are  better  than  gasconading. 

Mr.  Fillmore  llien  alluded  to  the  defenceless  con- 
dition ol  the  northern  frontier.  He  desired,  and  be- 
lieved the  whole  country  desired,  that  we  should 
yield  nothing  to  the  demands  of  Great  Britain,  fo 
which  she  was  not  fairly  entitled.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  he  regarded  it  as  rather  the  act  of  a madman 
to  precipitate  the  country  into  war  before  she  was 
prepared  for  it,  than  the  act  of  a statesman.  In  his 
section  of  country,  the  people  would  yield  nothing 
to  Great  Britian,  to  which  she  was  not  justly  en- 
titled; or  they  would  yield  it  only  with  the  last 
drop  of  their  blood.  But  he  did  not  wish  premature 
ly  to  be  drawn  into  war;  he  did  not  wish  to  invite 
Great  Britain  to  invade  our  defenceless  coast.  The 
true  plan  was  to  prepare  for  war  if  we  had  yet  to 
coin?  to  it,  but  to  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  brag- 
ging. If  it  did  come,  gentlemen  would  not  find 
his,  (Mr.  F’s)  people  shrinking  from  their  just  share 
of  responsibility.  All  they  had— their  property,  their 
lives,  every  thing — they  were  willing  to  devote,  if 
need  be,  to  the  service  and  honor  of  their  country. 
But,  was  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  and  prudence, 
before  we  made  a declaration  ot  war,  to  prepare  for 
it?  This  was  all  he  desired;  and  if  this  report  was 
calculated  to  stir  up  a war  feeling,  without  cor- 
responding preparation  being  made  to  meet  the  con- 
sequences, he,  for  one,  was  opposed  to  it.  He 
did  not  wish  the  country  to  be  disgraced  by'  de- 
feat. When  she  must  go  to  war,  he  desired  to 
see  her  prepared  for  it;  he  desired  to  see  her 
placed  in  a situation  which  would  enable  her  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  power  of  any  government  on  earth. 

Mr.  F.  then  alluded  to  the  fortification  bill  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  the 
other  day  by  its  chairman  (Mr.  Jones).  That  bill 
contained  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
halfa  million  of  dollars,  (though  that,  he  believed, 
was  only  about  half  of  the  amount  usually  appro- 
priated for  such  purposes);  and  yet  there  was  not 
a solitary  fortification  on  the  northern  frontier  lo 
which  any  part  of  that  money  was  to  be  applied. — 
Was  this  the  way  in  which  we  should  prepare  for 
war?  Did  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pickens ),  who  presented  the  report,  desire  to  de- 
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dare  war  against  England  before  the  new  adminis- 
tration came  into  power?  If  so,  he  (Mr  F.)  would 
oppose  it.  He  was  for  war,  if  necessary,  but  not 
before  we  were  prepared  for  it.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would 
permit  the  report  to  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  that  that  committee  might 
be  instructed  to  confine  themselves  to  the  subject 
originally  referred  to  them,  and  to  that,  alone.  For 
his  own  part  he  trusted,  and  he  believed  that  the 
right  of  this  matter  was  with  the  American  people: 
and  it  ought  at  all  hazards  to  be  maintained.  But 
he  was  unwilling  at  the  close  of  a session,  and  when 
the  present  administration  had  but  something  like 
two  weeks  to  remain  in  power,  to  precipitate  the 
nation  into  war  without  any  preparation  on  our  part 
to  meet  it.  And  it  was  for  this  reason  mainly  that 
lie  objected  to  the  report.  But,  as  he  said  before, 
he  might  be  mistaken  in  its  contents.  He  hoped 
he  was;  for  he  was  at  all  times  prepared  to  go  with 
him  who  went  farthest  in  maintaining  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  punishing  insult  or  aggression. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  the  previous  question;  it 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  main  question  was,  first,  on  Mr.  Everett's 
proposition  to  add  to  the  printing  of  the  report  all 
the  documents  heretofore  presented  to  congress  on 
the  subject.  This  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Briggs,  Calhoun, 
J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Crabb,  Curtis,  Cushing,  G.  Davis, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Granger,  Green,  Grinneil, 
Habersham,  Hall,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt, 
James,  C.  Johnston,  Kempshnll,  King,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  Marvin,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenfer,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffil,  Ran- 
dall, Rariden,  Reyner,  Reed,  Ed w.  Rogers,  Russell, 
Simonlon,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro, 
Waddy  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tiilinghasr, 
Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  E. 

D.  White,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  Winthrop — 73. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Allen,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Brewster,  A. 
V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  S.  IJ.  Butler,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Chapman,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Connor,  M.  A. 
Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crury,  Davee, 

E.  Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Doan, 
Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  F.lv,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornanee,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Graham, 
Griffin,  Hand,  .Tulin  Hastings,  Hopkins,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadhetler, 
Lent,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan, 
McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith,  Mallory,  Mason,  Me- 
dill,  Miller,  Montanya,  S.  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Nis- 
bet,  Parrish,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Rives,  James  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Sirong,  Sum- 
ter, P.  F.  Thomas,  Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  D. 
D.  Wagener,  Weller,  Wick,  J.  W.  Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  PI.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton— 100 

And  so  the  house  refused  to  print  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  subject. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  at  this  stage  he  would  make 
a motion  that  had  precedence  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. He  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table.  Pie  did  so  that  there  might  be  an  opportu- 
nity, before  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
to  alter  some  particular  expressions  and  one  or  two 
statements,  which,  with  deference  to  Hie  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  he  would,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vailed, point  out  for  his  consideration.  If  file  alte- 
rations were  made,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
the  printing. 

The  speaker  said  the  previous  question  had  been 
ordered  on  the  whole,  and  it  was  too  late  after  one 
part  of  the  question  had  been  taken,  to  move  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  he  differed  from  the  chair,  as 
this  was  not  a devided  question,  but  a separate 
question  on  each  motion.  However  he  would  not 
trouble  the  house  with  an  appeal. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
carried;  yeas  103,  nays  68. 

And  then,  at  20  minutes  past  4 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  a motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which, 
though  contested,  prevailed,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  Feb.  15.  The  sjieaker  stated  the  ques- 
tion pending  was  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tenn.  (Mr.  Turney)  to  suspend  ttie  rules,  to 
take  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
authorise  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands,  therein  described.” 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and 
ypere  not  appearing  a quorum,  Mr.  L.  Williams 
moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was  negatived. 


The  question  was  then  taken  and  carried;  yeas 
94,  nays  39. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  Air.  Jameson  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  asked  if  we  were  doomed  to 
this — that  a bill  of  this  character  should  be  passed 
without  debate;  and  that  it  might  be  known,  who 
were  in  favor  of  this,  called  the  yea?  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  then  taken  and  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  sustained  by  the  house:  yeas  133, 
nays  51. 

Air.  L.  Williams  said  the  passage  of  the  bill 
would  be  an  outrage  on  the  state  of  North  Carolina, 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  and 
called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Air.  Stanly  was  disposed  to  favor  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  But  believed  that  a bili  of  this  character, 
involving  the  interests  of  the  state  of  North  Caroli- 
na and  of  the  union,  should  not  be  hurried  through, 
and  all  debate  cut  off,  by  the  previous  question. — 
He  should,  on  this  account,  vote  against  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  read  and  passed — yeas  136, 
nays  45. 

Air.  Jones,  of  Va.  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  house  resolve  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Which 
was  carried — yeas  140,  nays  33. 

Whereon  the  house  resolved  itselfinto  committee 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill.  Air.  Bell  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  clerk  then  commenced  the  further  reading  of 
the  bill  by  clauses. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  moved  an  amendment,  prohibit- 
ing contracts  for  the  use  of  next  congress,  to  an 
amount  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars.  Which 
was  adopted,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Til- 
linghast and  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Ky.  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing clause  of  appropriation:  ‘‘For  salary  of 
the  secretary  to  sign  patents  for  public  lands  per 
act  of  March  second,  1S33,  $1,500.” 

Air.  Jones,  of  Va.  said,  that  was  a mere  manuel 
labor,  and  would  submit  to  the  committee,  whether 
it  was  proper  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  president  in 
signing  these  patents — which  amounted  to  between 
eighty  and  ninety  thousand  in  the  course  of  a year. 

Air.  Andrews  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
his  motion,  and  stated  that  the  law  on  which  this 
appropiiation  was  founded,  had  expired  by  its  own 
limitation. 

Air.  Lincoln  in  speaking  of  the  abuses  that  exist- 
ed in  this  department,  adverted  to  the  fact,  that,  in- 
stead of  the  president’s  name  having  been  appended 
to  these  numerous  patents,  by  himself  or  by  his  se- 
cretary, they  had  been  signed  with  the  name  of  the 
secretary'  alone — there  were  other  manifold  defects, 
under  which  these  patents  had  been  executed. 

He  hoped  this  appropriation  would  be  made,  as  it 
was  necessary'  that  the  president  should  have  an  as- 
sistant for  this  purpose,  arid  under  the  expectation 
that  the  president  would  correct  these  abuses. 

Alter  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Casey  and 
Lincoln,  Air.  Andrews  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Jones  then  referred  to  the  law,  which  was  of 
the  dale  of  1S36,  and  moved  that  the  clause  be  ac- 
cordingly amended  in  respect  to  this  date,  which 
was  carried. 

Air.  Andrews  then  renewed  his  amendment — 
which  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
Adams,  Smith,  of  Ale.,  Crary  and  Mason.  The 
amendment  was  again  withdrawn  by  Air.  Andrews, 
apprehending  that  it  would  lead  to  an  extended  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  to  amend  the  clause,  ap- 
propriating tor  the  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers, in  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor.  $9,800, 
by  a reduction  of  $1,000. 

Air.  Morgan  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  ways 
and  means,  what  was  the  appropriation  last  year? 
Mr.  Jones  replied,  precisely  the  same  as  that  pro- 
posed byr  the  bill.  Air.  Graves  inquired  whether 
the  full  appropriation  v.as  necessary  for  the  public 
service.  Mr.  Jones  was  not  aware  of  any  reasons 
which  should  lead  the  house  to  lessen  the  amount. 
The  estimate  having  been  submitted  by  the  proper 
officer  of  the  government,  and  undergone  the  super- 
vision of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend 
this  department  of  government.  It  was  further  de- 
bated, by  Alessrs.  Evans,  Smith,  of  Me.,  Monroe, 
Underwood,  Wise,  Petrikin,  Tillinghast,  L.  Wil- 
liams, Stanly,  Profit,  Waddy  Thompson,  Hubbard 
and  G.  Davis. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  (at  the  request  of  several  mem- 
bers) withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  appro- 
priating for  compensation  to  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  $3,500. 

This  was  debated  at  length,  by  Alessrs.  Vander- 
poel. Morgan,  Waddy  Thompson,  G.  Davis,  Stanly 
and  Wetter. 


Air.  Wise  at  great  length  defined  his  position,  as 
being  independent  of  any  party,  but  advocating  his 
own  principles. 

Air.  Stanly  withdrew  his  amendment.  Mr.  Jeni- 
fer renewed  it.  Air.  J.  was  proceeding  in  reply  lo 
Mr.  Wise,  when  Air.  Andrews  called  both  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  order^and 
wished  to  know  what  was  the  question  before  tiie 
committee. 

The  chairman  said  (he  debate  had  been  out  of  or- 
der, and  was  desirous  that  the  debate  of  this  cha- 
racter should  cease. 

Mr.  Graves  moved  that  the  coinmilfee  grant 
leave  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Jeni- 
fer) to  proceed,  and  also  from  Virginia  (Air  Wise) 
until  his  position  was  understood. 

The  chair  said  the  debate  was  not  in  order.  It 
was  very  difficult  to  know  the  point,  when  it  be- 
came out  of  o;dcr,  as  it  had  gradually  run  into  a 
personal  explanation. 

Air.  Weller  urged  the  motion— that  the  gentle- 
man be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Andrews  called  for  tellers;  which  was  not 
sustained  by  the  house. 

The  motion  was  then  carried;  and  Air.  J.  conti- 
nued, and  said  the  position  held  by  bis  friend  from 
Virginia  throughout  the  country,  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  his  (Air.  YV’s)  position  should  bedefined. 
He  then  adverted  to  Mr.  W’s  opinions  somewhat 
in  detail,  and  stated  they  were  not  such  as  met  ap- 
probation fiom  either  party. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  in  reply,  and  was  again  called  to 
order  by  Air.  Andrews. 

Air.  Wise  asked  permission  of  the  committee  to 
proceed  (cries  of  “go  on”  “go  on.”)  And  the 
committee  by  vote  ailowed  him  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  rose  to  make  the  sweeping  de- 
claration, that  his  friend  from  Maryland  had  not 
rightly  stated  a position  he  [Mr.  W.]  had  taken  to- 
day or  the  other  day. 

Mr.  W.  tiien  gave  his  views,  and  occupied,  at 
some  length,  the  attention  of  the  committee. 

He  was,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  called  to 
order — but  was  sustained  under  the  leave  that  had 
been  granted  him. 

Mr.  Graves  succeeded  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wise. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Pope. 

A conversation  here  ensued  between  Messrs. 
Graves  and  Pope — which  was  terminated  bv  Air. 
Pope — who  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  expend  any 
of  his  fire  in  contest  with  his  friends,  but  reserve 
them  for  the  red  hot  balls  of  his  opponents. 

Air  Andrews  then  took  the  floor,  but  after  a few 
remarks,  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which 
was  earned. 

Air.  Lincoln  said  there  was  lying  on  the  speak- 
er’s table,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  19!li 
ult.  respecting  patents  which  had  been  issued  from 
the  commissioner  of  public  lands;  and,  as  the  com- 
mittee met  to-morrow  morning,  asked  that  itmwht 
be  taken  up. 

The  speaker  then  laid  it  before  the  house;  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  L.  it  was  referred  to  ttie  committee 
on  public  lands;  and  then,  at  twenty  minutes  past 
six,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  16.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a resolu- 
tion which  was  adopted,  instructing  the  committee 
on  military  affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
i epurting  a bill  making  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  fortifications  and  other  necessary  preparations  to 
place  the  northern  frontier  in  a state  of  defence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  then  resolved 
itselfinto  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  (without  further 
debate)  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  tire  item  appro- 
priating $3,500  for  compensation  “to  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury.”  And  the  amendment  was  r met- 
ed. J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones , of  Va.  the  item  appro- 
priating “1,000  for  the  office  of  the  4th  auditor”  was 
increased  to  $1,346  43. 

Air.  Monroe  wished  to  know  from  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  (Alt.  Jones) 
whether  there  was  any  mode  by  which  to  reinstate 
the  commissioner  of  pensions  in  tire  salary  which 
he  had  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law  ol  tire  last 
session,  (i.  e.  $3,000). 

Mr.  Jones  said  we  were  prohibited  by  the  rules 
from  increasing,  in  an  appropriation  bili,  the  salary 
of  any  officer  whose  salary  was  fixed  by  law.  The 
salary  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions  was  fixed  by 
a law  of  the  last  session  at  $2,500. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  that  the  gentleman  who  filled 
this  office  was  one  of  lire  most  deserving  officers  of 
the  government;  and  if  was  an  act  of  injustice  to 
him  that  the  bill  of  the  last  session  was  passed.  He 
( Mr.  M. ) wished  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  say  whether  he  could  not  point 
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out  any  moile  by  which  the  salary  could  be  restored 
to  the  oiiginal  amount. 

Mr.  Jones  said  the  gentleman  could  accomplish 
his  object  by  bringing  in  a bill  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  commissioner  of  pensions  at  $'3,000. 

Mr.  Adams  suggested  that  there  was  another  way 
in  which  the  object  might  be  effected.  Let  him 
propose  a section  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  de- 
claring that  the  bill  fixing  the  salary  of  the  com- 
missioner of  pensions  at  $2,500  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed,  and  that  the  salary  be  fixed  at 
$3,000.  Arid  then  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Jones ) 
might  move  to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill  by  adding, 
“and  for  other  purposes,”  as  he  had  done  to  a bill 
passed  the  other  day.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Jones  proposed  some  fractional  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to;  and  certain  amendments  in 
phraseology  were  also  adopted. 

On  the  item  appropriating  $ 2,250  for  compensa- 
tion of  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of  the 
northwest  executive  building,  some  explanations 
took  place  between  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jones 
(which  the  reporter  did  not  distinctly  hear)  in  re- 
gard to  laborers  on  the  public  buildings;  but  which 
led  to  a statement  by  Mr.  Keim,  that  the  committee 
on  public  buildings  were  prepared,  at  the.  proper 
time,  to  offer  amendments  in  relation  thereto;  which 
closed  the  conversation. 

Mr.  Dodge  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increasing 
the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Wis- 
konsin  and  Iowa  from  $1,500  to  $2,000. 

The  chairman  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order,  (for  the  same  reason  as  that  applicable  to 
the  case  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions). 

The  items  in  reference  to  the  compensation  of 
the  commissioner  of  public  buildings  gave  rise  to 
some  explanations  between  Messrs.  Stanly,  Jones 
and  Adams;  and  Mr.  Stanly  (with  a view,  he  said, 
to  expose  the  manner  in  which  the  present  admi- 
nistration had  increased  the  salaries  of  its  officers) 
moved  to  strike  out  the  items;  and  he  then  made  a 
lew  remarks,  and  stated  that,  when  the  affairs  of 
these  public  buildings  came  to  be  investigated, 
there  would  be  found  in  them  as  much  rottenness, 
fraud  and  corruption,  in  every  sense  of  those  terms, 
as  existed  in  any  other  branch  of  tire  public  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Lincoln  made  some  explanations  in  relation 
to  this  office,  aird  the  salary  allotted  to  its  incum- 
bent, and  the  maimer  in  which  it  had  been  fixed. 

Mr.  Adams  followed  in  some  remarks,  in  which 
he  referred  to  the  manner  in  which  the  workmen 
on  the  public  buildings  of  this  city  had  been  treated 
by  the  government — which  treatment  he  designated 
as  cruel  and  unjust;  and  he  lioped  that  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  buildings,  when  they  came  to  of- 
fer the  amendments  they  had  indicated,  would  pro- 
pose large  and  liberal  appropriations. 

Mr.  Petrikin  replied,  contending  that  injustice 
had  not  been  done  to  the  workmen,  inasmuch  as 
they  had  been  duly  notified  of  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  government. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Petrikin  and  Jones,  (the  latter  of  whom  replied  to 
that  portion  of  the  remarlo  of  Mr.  Stanly  which  re- 
lated to  corruption,  &c.  and  demanded  to  know 
why  it  was  that,  with  every  opportunity  for  inves- 
tigation, that  gentleman,  and  the  party  with  which 
he  acted,  had  slumbered  for  eight  months  of  the  last 
session  and  two  months  of  this,  content  to  sit  still 
in  their  places  without  an  effort  to  bring  to  light 
any  of  those  abuses  of  which  they  talked  so  much 
in  general  terms,  but  none  of  which  they  would 
specify.  Mr.  J.  also  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Adams  in  relation  to  the  workmen  on  the  public 
buildings,  and  vindicating  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment in  those  proceedings,  and  that  every 
thing  had  been  done  for  the  workmen  that  could  be 
done). 

Mr.  Stanly  replied  at  length  to  Mr.  Jones,  whose 
remarks  in  relation  to  investigation  he  characteriz- 
ed as  singulaily  disingenuous  and  unfair,  coming  as 
they  did  from  a gentleman  ot  his  general  candor. 

After  which,  Mr.  S.  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike 
out. 

Mr.  Leonard  moved  to  amend  the  item  appropri- 
ating $1,807  “for  compensation  of  Uiree  assistants 
to  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings,  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Potomac  bridge,”  by  striking  out 
“three”  and  inserting  “two,”  and  by  striking  out 
“$1,807”  and  inserting  “$1,360.”  Which  amend- 
ments u'ere  agree  to. 

Mr.  McCarty  proposed  as  an  amendment  a bill 
(or  the  substance  thereof)  providing  that  the  sum 
of  $30,000  be  appropriated  lor  the  repair  of  the  Po- 
tomac bridge,  (that  being  the  amount  estimated  to 
be  necessary  by  the  engineer). 

Mr.  Jones  raised  a question  of  order,  and  some 
conversation  ensued  on  that  point.  [Alter  which, 
the  reporter  understood  that  the  amendment  was 
before  the  committee  in  order.] 


Mr.  Jones  raised  the  objection  that  the  appropria- 
tion was  not  embraced  in  the  estimates  of  the  pre- 
sent year;  and  that  if  objects  embracing  appropria- 
tions of  large  sums  of  money  which  were  not  includ-  j 
ed  in  the  estimates  were  to  be  made,  it  would  be- 
come requisite  to  provide  additional  funds  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  W/n.  Cost  Johnson  was  understood  to  say 
that  estimates  had  been  sent  in  at  a former  session. 

The  amendment  was  argued  briefly,  but  urgently, 
by  Messrs.  Reed,  Monroe  and  Graham,  of  N.  C.  on 
the  score  of  public  necessity  and  convenience. 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  amendment: 

“So  much  of  this  sum  as  may  be  applied  for  repairs 
shall  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of 
war;  and  in  restoring  the  bridge  after  the  general  plan 
upon  which  it  was  originally  built.'' 

Mr.  B.  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McCarty 
at  some  length,  showing  the  necessity  of  this  ap 
propriation  with  reference  to  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  and  the  keeping  open  the  communication 
between  the  north  and  the  south.  And  lie  wished 
that  the  question  should  be  determined  now,  whether 
this  passage  across  the  Potomac  river  should  be 
abandoned  to  a mere  ferry,  as  it  was  at  this  mo- 
ment, or  whether  they  were  willing  that  the  bridge 
which  formerly  existed  there  should  be  replaced. 

Mr.  Morgan  hoped  this  appropriation  would  he 
made.  The  administration  about  to  corne  in  would 
have  breaches  enough  to  repair  without  this;  and  he 
(Mr.  M.)  hoped  that  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  would  be  in  favor  of  repair- 
ing this  one,  at  least. 

Mr.  Pope  was  in  favor  of  any  reasonable  appro- 
priation for  this  object,  insisting  that  we  owed  it  to 
ourselves,  to  our  pride,  and  our  character  as  a na- 
tion, to  restore  this  bridge. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  asked  Mr.  Barnard  so  to  mo- 
dify his  proposition  as  to  bring  the  whole  matter 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war.  He 
then  went  briefly  into  the  history  and  condition  of 
the  bridge,  and  showed  that  it  would  be  an  act  of 
wisdom  and  economy  to  make  this  appropriation 
quickly. 

Mr.  Floyd  gave  notice  that,  if  the  appropriation 
was  not  made,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  item 
providing  for  compensation  for  the  assistants  of  the 
commissioner  of  public  buildings  as  superintendent 
of  the  Potomac  bridge. 

The  question  on  Mr.  McCarty's  amendment  was 
then  taken;  and  the  vote  stood:  yeas  65,  nays  40 — 
no  quorum  voting.  Mr.  Lincoln  called  for  tellers, 
who  were  appointed,  ( Messrs.  Morrow  and  Hop- 
kins). And,  the  question  being  again  taken,  the 
vote  stood:  yeas  75,  nays  42— still  no  quorum  vot- 
ing. 

Mr.  Vunderpoel  and  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  insisted 
that  the  fact  be  reported  to  the  house.  And  the 
fact  was  accordingly  reported  in  form. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr.  Vc n- 
derpoel  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  speaker  was  requested  to  count  the  house, 
which  having  being  done,  123  members,  (being  a 
quorum  and  two  over,  including  the  speaker),  ap- 
peared to  be  present.  The  house  then  went  back 
again  into  committee.  And  the  question  being 
again  taken,  (by  tellers),  on  the  amendment  ap- 
propriating $30,000  for  the  repairs  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  the  vote  stood:  yeas  79,  nays  44.  So  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Barnard,  he  modified  it  to  meet  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson;  and,  as  modified,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire 
clause;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Green , of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out  all 
the  items  of  appropriation  having  reference  to  tile 
branch  mints  of  North  Carolina,  Georgia  and  New 
Orleans,  and  the  expenditures  connected  therewith. 
Mr.  G.  contended  that  those  establishments  had 
been  created  to  give  offices  to  favorites,  and  made 
some  remarks  directed  to  the  necessity  of  carrying 
out  the  promises  of  retrenchment  and  reform  which 
they  had  made  before  the  people,  and  which  the 
coming  administration  was  bound  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  contended  that  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  vindicate  the  principles  of  general 
Harrison’s  administration  after  it  had  come  into 
power;  and  that  the  friends  of  that  eminent  citizen 
should  forbear,  so  long  as  they  remained  in  a help- 
less minority  in  this  house,  to  attempt  a work  which 
could  never  be  judiciously  and  properly  executed 
without  reference  to  a regular  and  general  system  of 
reduction  amt  economy.  He  adverted  to  the  just 
grounds  of  exception  which  might  be  taken  to  those 
establishments,  but  thought  that  there  was  no  suf- 
ficient information  before  the  house  w hich  could  au- 
thorise its  action  upon  them  at  this  moment.  Why 
should  (lie  whig  party  undertake  reforms  now,  when 


they  were  in  a minority,  and  when  they  could 
neither  cariy  a proposition  of  tiieir  own,  :ior  pre- 
vent the  success  of  any  proposition  which  their  ad- 
| versaries  might  bring  forward?  Let  them  be  pa- 
tient till  they  came  into  power,  and  they  would 
then  find  in  him  a judicious  and  considerate  friend 
to  all  reforms.  Mr.  M.  illustrated  his  views  on  this 
subject  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Graham,  of ' N.  C.  opposed  the  amendment. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tion, that  it  would  advance  the  purpose  he  had  in 
view — economy.  He  (Mr.  G ) wished  the  good 
administration  of  those  establishments,  not  their  de- 
struction. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Conner. 

Mr.  Graves  felt  disposed  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment ot  his  colleague,  and  was  anxious  to  embrace 
this  as  tire  most  auspicious  moment  to  test  the 
question;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  the  purposes 
of  economy  would  be  answered  by  abolishing  these 
establishments,  he,  for  one,  was  ready  now  to  carry 
the  principles  of  reform  and  retrenchment  w hicli  he 
had  professed.  Mr.  G.  also  expressed  his  views  at 
length. 

Mr.  Bynum  thpn  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 
a motion  that  the  committee  rise,  which  motion 
having  prevailed,  the  committee  rose. 

After  the  committee  rose,  Mr.  Banks  asked  leave 
to  move  a resolution  to  establish  a post  road  in  his 
district.  Mr.  Peck  objected.  And,  at  half  past  4 
o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  17.  Mr.  Lane  made  an  unsuc- 
cesslul  attempt  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose 
of  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  upon  the  bill  to  confirm  to  the  state 
of  Indiana  the  land  selected  by  her  for  the  conti- 
nuation of  that  part  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
which  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe 
river  and  Terrehante. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Lincoln  reported  a bill  to  confirm 
land  patents,  which  was  read  twice  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  house,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va. 
resolved  itself  into  a committee,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  motion  pending  was  that  oliered  by  Mr. 
Green,  yesterday,  to  strike  out,  first,  the  following 
item: 

“For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
lire  branch  mint  at  Charlottesville,  N.  C.  $6,000.” 

Mr.  Bynum,  of  N.  O.  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee  in  opposition  to  this  mo- 
tion. He  perceived  in  this  motion  an  insidious  at- 
tempt to  strike  down  the  only  prospects  which 
this  country  has  for  a permanent  currency,  and  a 
suitable  circulation  for  the  transaction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  a great  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
He  entered  into  an  investigation,  and  replied  to  pre- 
vious remarks  in  support  of  this  motion.  He  dwelt, 
at  great  length,  on  the  general  subject  of  currency, 
Ihe  tariff,  &c.  and  in  opposition  to  a national  bank. 
It  was  against  the  policy  of  abolishing  these  mints, 
and  the  independent  treasury,  which  was  tanta- 
mount to  abolishing  the  constitution,  and  for  build- 
ing on  their  ruins  a national  bank,  that  he  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  raise  his  warning  voice. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  succeeded.  He  opposed  this  item 
of  appropriation,  and  the  principle,  which  would  lead 
to  an  appropriation  for  all  the  branch  mints,  which 
was  proposed  in  this  bill,  lo  an  amount  of  $ 73,880. 
He  could  not  agree  that  the  general  question  of  the 
currency,  which  had  been  debated,  has  any  imme- 
diate connexion  with  the  proposition  before  us.  It 
is  said  that  this  proposition  is  in  effect  a proposi- 
tion to  strike  dow  n the  only  chance  of  this  countiy 
for  a permanent  and  suitable  currency  for  the  coun- 
try. He  desired  the  repeal  of  the  law'  establishing 
these  mints,  and  thought  it  would  he  much  more 
easily  carried  after  Hie  house  had  expressed  an 
opinion  against  it,  by  refusing  these  appropriations. 
The  mints  were  totally  useless,  and  therefore  he 
opposed  appropriations  for  them. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  should  oppose  this  motion — as 
he  w as  not  satisfied  of  the  inexpediency  of  these 
mints;  after  the  experiment  had  been  fairly  made, 
and  the  common  consent  of  the  country  required 
their  abolishment,  he  would  go  against  them.  He 
disclaimed  opposition  to  this  motion  from  any  local 
feelings,  but  for  the  interest  of  the  common  coun- 
ty- 

Mr.  Habersham  noticed  the  remarks  o(  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Tillinghast.)  He 
opposed  so  decided  action  as  the  abolition  of  these 
mints,  until  further  investigation  had  been  made, 
and  advocated  (heir  continuance,  on  account  of  the 
convenience  of  the  people — and  if  it  was  constitu- 
tional for  government  to  establish  institutions  for 
the  convenience  of  the  people,  these  ought  to  be 
continued.  He  should  oppose  the  abolition  of  these 
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mints,  till  the  experiment  had  been  fairly  tried  of 
their  operation. 

Mr.  Everett  opposed  the  striking  out  of  these 
mints,  because  he  considered  it  as  vicious  legisla- 
tion. The  house  was  bound  to  make  these  appro- 
priations, as  much  as  appropriations  for  the  salary 
of  officers.  The  house  was  bound  by  the  constitu- 
tion, to  make  appropriations  for  the  salary  of  of- 
ficers, and  by  law,  to  appropriate  for  these  mints. 
As  long  as  they  were  supported  by  the  law  of  the 
land,  they  were  bound  to  appropriate  for  it. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Geo.  opposed  this  motion,  and 
contended  that  these  mints  should  not  be  repealed, 
because  the  policy  sought  to  be  established  by  them 
had  been  sustained  by  experience.  He  referred  to 
the  fact,  w hile  they  had  been  considered  as  minor 
mints,  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  all  the  U.  States 
gold  that  has  been  coined,  has  been  by  these  two 
mints,  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  followed  in  explanation  of  his 
former  remarks,  and  in  reply  to  other  arguments. 

Mr.  Stanly  w’ould  not  now  support  this  motion, 
and  leave  the  machinery  there  to  run  to  waste  and 
decay.  He  thought  this  w’as  not  the  time  to  abolish 
these  appropriations.  He  said  he  would  offer  a re- 
solution, at  the  proper  place  in  the  bill,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  inquire  into  the 
operation  of  the  branch  mints  at  Charlotte,  Dahlo- 
nega  and  New  Orleans;  the  expediency  of  discon, 
tinning  them;  how  the  machinery  might  be  sold,  &c. 

Mr.  Graves  said  he  had  stated  yesterday  that  he 
thought  perhaps  another  occasion  would  have  been 
more  suitable  for  going  into  this  subject,  and,  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  not  now  have 
made  this  motion.  As  the  motion  had  been  made, 
how’ever,  he  should  support  it.  He  was  satisfied 
that  these  mints  were  not  necessary,  and  not  more 
than  one  necessary  in  the  United  States,  and  should 
vote  to  strike  out  both  these  mints. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  the  question  was,  ‘‘Is  it  for  the 
benefit  for  the  country  to  prevent  these  appropria 
lions?”  The  only  consideration  that  could  be  urged 
against  these  mints,  is  that  they  produce  no  profit. 
But  he  said  that  they  were  not  intended  for  this, 
but  for  convenience.  They  were  for  the  glory  and 
honor  of  the  country — for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
coinage  under  the  constitution.  And  what  bullion 
ought  we  coin?  Mostly  that  of  our  own  country. 
And  where  is  it  raised?  Solely  and  exclusively  in 
the  states  of  Georgia,  Alabama  and  North  Carolina, 
and  there  he  contended  it  should  be  coined. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  asked  if  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanly), 
was  not  in  ordei?  The  chairman  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Stanly  proposed  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mitteee  of  ways  and  means  to  adopt  it  and  insert 
within  the  bill,  so  that  it  might  be  acted  on  next 
session.  Mr.  Jones  made  a reply. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  said  bis  object  in  speaking, 
was  to  indicate  his  preference  for  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanly), 
to  the  i ote  he  should  give.  He  should  vote  for  sti ik- 
ing out  the  appropriation.  As  informed  he  was  sa- 
tisfied the  mint  was  a source  of  great  expense  to 
the  government.  In  a government  like  ours,  we 
ought  not  to  scatter  the  power  of  coining  money  all 
over  the  union,  simply  because  congress  have  power 
to  do  it.  He  was  for  having  one  government  su- 
preme within  its  sphere  of  action — and  having  the 
states  supreme  within  their  sphere  of  action — one 
coinage  of  money,  and  one  solitary  mint  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  coining  money  ail  over  the  United  States. 
He  should  be  constrained  to  vote  for  striking  out 
the  appropriations,  but  should  much  prefer  to  vote, 
if  he  could,  for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Graham  briefly  gave  his  views  in  opposition 
to  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  then  taken  and  negatived — af- 
firmative 53,  negative  73.  On  which  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  (at  5 j o’clock),  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  18.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
was  read;  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwurd  Davies, 
of  Pennsylvania,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  henceforth,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
present  session,  the  house  will  daily  take  a recess  from 
haif  past  2 to  4 o’clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  that  the  house  resolve  itselt  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  with 
a view  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo 
malic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year  1841. 

Mr.  Stanly  requested  Mr.  Jones  to  give  way  to 
enable  him  to  otter  the  proposition  moved  by  him 
on  yesterday  as  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic bill,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry to  report  to  congress  at  the  next  session  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  branch  mints,  the  better  to 
enable  congress  to  act  upon  tbe  subject  of  their 
discontinuance. 


Mr.  Jones  said  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
member  had  been  decided  by  the  chair  to  be  out  of 
order  when  offered  by  him  as  an  amendment  to  t tie 
bill;  and  that  it  must  have  been  obvious  at  the 
time  that,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  it  was  out  of 
order,  gentlemen  were  preparing  to  debate  it.  And 
that  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  w ith  most  of 
the  appropriation  bills  to  act  on,  he  could  not  con- 
sent that  any  business  should-  take  precedence  of 
those  bills. 

Mr.  Stanly  remarked  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  and  his  friends  had 
the  majority  in  this  house,  and  could  prevent  de- 
bate if  they  pleased.  If  they  refused  to  consider 
this  resolution  at  (his  time,  when  no  rule  of  order  in- 
terfered, and  when  a public  good  was  to  be  achiev- 
ed, on  the  heads  of  the  administration  party  let  the 
responsibility  rest.  Mr.  S.  had  discharged  his  duty. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of,  government  for  the 
year  1841.  Mr.  Bell  was  again  called  to  the  chair 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Green  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  item,  “for  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia, 
six  thousand  dollars.” 

Mr.  Green  supported  his  motion  at  some  length, 
when  the  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Nisbet,  who 
alluded  to  Mr.  Alford's  speech  on  the  treasury  note 
bill  relative  to  his  view  of  the  tariff  question. 

Mr.  Alford  explained.  The  difference  between 
myself  and  my  colleague  is  not  very  material.  I 
object  to  the  time.  I hold  this  great  measure  will 
be  better  settled  next  session.  I object  to  the 
source  from  whence  it  comes.  I said  before,  I re- 
peat now,  it  is  my  opinion  there  is  an  effort  here  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a tariff  much  too  high  for  the 
wants  of  an  economical  administration,  such  as  I 
hope  and  believe  general  Harrison’s  administration 
will  be.  And  l feel  it  my  duty  to  resist  that  effort. 
When  the  proper  time  arrives,  and  we  come  to  the 
work  in  good  faith,  there  will  be  no  difficulty,  if 
gentlemen  will  do  as  they  say,  abide  the  compro- 
mise. Let  the  proper  committee  take  the  whole 
subject  before  them — wines,  silks,  sugars,  salt,  and 
all  together,  luxuries  and  necessaries,  and,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  compromise  act,  legislate  on  this  sub 
ject  as  becomes  the  American  congress,  and  all  will 
be  right.  But  I do  object  to  this  partial  revision, 
at  this  time;  and  I am  satisfied  it  liad  the  object  I 
attributed  to  its  friends  in  view.  Besides,  Mr. 
Chairman,  all  agree  it  cannot  be  done  this  session, 
for  want  of  time.  What  then  is  the  motive,  unless 
it  is  to  imbue  upon  the  in  coming  administration 
the  principles  of  the  tariff  party?  If  any  impar- 
tial statesman  will  look  upon  the  long  list  of  arti- 
cles taxed,  and  those  which  are  free  of  duty,  he 
can  but  see  that  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  per  cent,  on  all  will  raise  a revenue  not  only 
ample  but  superabundant.  And,  I am  of  opinion, 
it’  all  are  taken  together,  a lower  rate  will  do;  and, 
if  there  is  to  be  discrimination  at  all,  it  w ill  be  best 
to  diminish  the  duty  on  necessaries.  We  can  tell 
better  at  the  proper  time.  By  that  time  the  actual 
deficit  will  be  known  and  provided  for.  I know 
nsv  friend  would  not  misrepresent  me  willingly. 
Between  us  there  is  the  best  of  feeling,  and  cer- 
tainly no  great  difference  in  principle.  1 desire 
not  to  be  misunderstood.  I have  no  letter  writers, 
no  trumpeters, and  neither  myself  nor  the  reporters 
have  ever  yet  been  able  to  write  out  my  speeches 
correctly:  they,  from  the  rapidity  of  my  manner  of 
speaking,  and  I,  because  I speak  without  notes, 
and  generally  when  I am  excited  by  the  course  of 
debate  indulged  in  in  this  house. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  length  by 
Messrs.  M.  A.  Cooper,  ( Clifford  and  Black  in  ex- 
planation), Steenrod,  ( Graves , in  explanation), 
and  Warren. 

Mr.  Warren  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity 
to  reply,  as  he  did  with  much  effect,  to  ceitain  ar- 
guments advanced  some  time  since  in  a speech 
made  by  Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper,  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  treasury 
note  bill,  and  vindicated  the  w hig  party  of  the  state 
of  Georgia  in  reference  to  their  action  upon  cer- 
tain exciting  topics  discussed  in  that  speech.  Mr. 
W.  before  entering  on  his  subject,  condemned  the 
practice  of  making  one  speech  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  and  writing  out  another  for  the  newspapers, 
stating  that  he  would  be  glad  if  the  reporters  would 
write  out  his  remarks  and  publish  them  as  they 
were  spoken,  without  submitting  them  to  his  revi- 
sion— courteously  adding,  that  the  usages  of  their 
profession  should  be  complied  with  on  his  part, 
whenever  he  might  be  called  upon.  Mr.  W.  yield- 
ed the  floor  several  times,  for  explanation,  to  Mr. 
M.  A.  Cooper,  and  some  questions  of  order  were 
made.  Mr.  W.  concluded  at  half  past  2 o’clock. 


Mr.  W.  Thompson  obtained  the  floor,  but  the 
hour  designated  in  the  resolution  of  this  morning  hav- 
ing arrived.  The  house  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock,  Mr.  Bell,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  resumed  his  seat,  and  called  the  com- 
mittee to  order. 

The  question  being  on  striking  out  the  clause  for 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Dahlonega,  in  Georgia,  which  was  negatived  with- 
out a division. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  proposed  an  amendment 
appropriating  $3,000  for  the  support  of  pauper  lu- 
natics for  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  lunatic 
hospital  of  Baltimore.  The  amendment  was  adopted 
without  division. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  fixing 
the  compensation  of  district  attorneys,  marshals  and 
clerks. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  defended  the  proviso. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Brown  opposed  the  proviso. 

Mr.  Evans  thought  it  was  a violation  of  the  rules 
of  parliamentary  law  to  place  the  proviso  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Briggs  thought  it  strange  that  Mr.  Jones 
should  have  delayed  the  use  of  his  pruning  knife 
until  now,  though  he  thought  the  emoluments  of  the 
officers  in  question  should  be  curtailed.  Mr.  Jones 
explained. 

And  after  much  debate,  in  which  several  mem- 
bers participated,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday  Feb.  19.  Immediately  after  the  journal 
was  read,  Mr.  Holmes  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
asked  leave  to  say  a few  words. 

The  speaker  said  it  could  only  be  done  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  commenced  by  saying  he  was 
not  in  the  house  last  night,  and  consequently  did  not 
hear  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [looking  towards  Mr.  Stanly,  who  had  spoken 
on  the  night  before]. 

Mr.  Stanly  rose  and  objected  to  Mr.  Holmes  pro- 
ceeding, unless  it  was  understood  that  he  should 
have  the  liberty  of  replying.  Mr.  H.  could  reply 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  where  each  side  could 
be  heard;  and  in  committee  of  the  whole,  a fair  field, 
Mr.  S.said  he  should  be  happy  to  meet  him. 

Mr.  Stanly  objecting  for  this  reason,  Mr.  Holmes 
could  not  proceed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said 
he  hoped  his  colleague  [Mr.  Holmes ] would  treat 
the  attack  upon  South  Carolina,  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  with  the  contempt  it 
deserved.  His  arms,  Mr.  C.  said  wrere  not  long 
enough  to  reach  the  state  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  the  gentleman’s  colleague  then 
would  only  treat  this  [Mr.  S’s]  remarks  with  the 
same  contempt  which  Mr.  S.  had  long  felt  and  had 
shown  for  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
himself,  [Mr.  Campbell].  M3'  arms  said  Mr.  S. 
as  short  as  they  are,  are  long  enough  to  meet  that 
gentleman  in  argument  on  this  floor,  or  elsewhere, 
it  it  become  necessary7.  Let  the  gentleman  try  it — • 
let  him  try  it. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  house  yesterday,  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Eastman  was  pending  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  consider  the  bill  to  extend  for  five  years  the 
pensions  of  certain  widows. 

Mr.  Eastman  declining  to  withdraw  or  wave  his 
motion,  the  question  to  suspend  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays;  and  there  appeared  yeas  106.  nays  42. 
Two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were 
suspended;  and  the  house  then  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on 
the  bill.  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  was  called  to  the 
chair  of  the  committee.  The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Eastman  explained  briefly  the  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Hand  also  made  some  explanations  in  rela- 
tion to  the  previous  laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  con- 
struction which  had  been  given  thereto,  and  sent 
to  the  clerk’s  table  a report  made  by  the  committee 
on  revolutionary  pensions  recommending  that  a se- 
cond marriage  should  not  exclude  a widow  from  the 
claim,  &e.  The  report  was  read  by  the  cleik. 

Mr  Proffil  said  that  there  was  no  better  mode  of 
killing  this  bill  than  of'  talking  it  to  death.  He 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  it  to  the 
house;  and,  for  his  own  part,  he  should  vote  for  it. 
He  supposed  they  were  all  going  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr. 
Proffil)  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  there  would 
be  no  opposition  to  this  bill.  He  (Mr.  S.)  was  op- 
posed to  it,  and  for  the  reason,  he  was  understood 
to  say,  that  they  were  not  going  to  take  up  tiie  tariff. 
Let  us  wait  until  the  next  session  of  congress. 
The  treasury  was  bankrupt;  let  us  get  out  of  debt 
before  w'e  contract  more.  If  we  made  these  ap- 
propriations before  the  new  administration  came  in, 
the  wbigs  would  be  made  fo  fake  the  responsibili- 
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ty,  arid  would  be  pointed  at  hereafter  as  having  ( 
exceeded  the  estimates.  He  hoped  gentlemen 
would  not  vote  for  this  bill  until  they  had  ascer- 
tained that  they  had  the  means  to  carry  out  its  pro- 

visons.  _ . ... 

Mr.  Morgan  (who,  amidst  great  confusion  in  the 
ball,  could  scarcely  be  heard)  was  understood  to  ex- 
press  t lie  hope  That  the  house  would  not  be  deterred 
by  the  condition  of  the  treasury  from  passing  this  bill. 
The  principles  of  pensions  had  been  well  settled, 
and  it  was  only  an  act  of  justice  to  these  poor  wi- 
dows to  make  the  provision  contained  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Underwood  ottered  an  amendment,  and  advo- 
cated its  adoption  on  the  ground  that  if  the  govern- 
ment did  what  it  provided  for,  it  would  do  all  that 
could  properly  be  asked. 

Mr.  Graves  moved  an  amendment  in  favor  of 
Mrs.  Barney.  The  bill  was  further  discussed  until 
the  hour  arrived,  when  the  house  took  a recess  until 
4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock  P.  M.  Mr.  Evans 
resumed  the  chair  ot  the  committee,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  Mr.  Graves’  amendment  in  lavor 
of  Mrs.  Barney;  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

“That  Mary  Barney,  the  widow  of  commodore 
Barney,  shall  receive,  during  her  life,  the  same 
pension  which  she  has  been  in  the  receipt  of  up 
to  the  time  of  the  discontinuance  ot  her  late  pen- 

S1°The  bill  was  then  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Eastman,  by  confining  the  operation  of  the  third 
section  to  the  widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and 
soldiers. 

No  other  amendment  being  proposed,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house  as 
amended. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third 
time. 

And,  being  engrossed,  the  bill  was  forthwith  read 

the  third  time.  . 

And  the  question,  on  its  final  passage,  was  decid- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  For  the  bill  111, 
against  it  41.  And  so  the  bill  was  passed,  and  it  was 
then  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Evans  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  a debate  of  a very  unpleasant 
character,  which  had  occurred  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  when  he  was  in  the  chair,  upon  the  bill 
which  had  just  passed.  He  did  so  with  a view  to 
remove  any  misapprehensions  which  might  exist  as 
to  the  precise  character  of  the  debate  to  which  he 
referred,  and  to  prevent  unkind  feelings  being  en- 
gendered in  the  minds  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
who  had  participated  in  it.  Mr.  E.  proceeded  to 
make  remarks  of  a general  character  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  caution  in  debate,  and  the  manifest  pro 
priety*  of  endeavoring  to  understand  clearly  and 
distinctly  the  extent  and  force  of  remarks  which 
may  fall  from  gentlemen  in  the  zeal  of  debate.  He 
then  detailed  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  discus- 
sion, as  he  understood  it,  and  he  wished  the  gen- 
tlemen concerned  to  inform  him  if  he  understood 
them  correctly.  In  the  first  place,  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanly),  in  a speech  last 
evening,  upon  another  subject,  and  before  ano- 
ther committee,  had  indulged  in  debate  upon  a con- 
siderable variety  of  topics,  and,  among  others,  bad 
commented  with  great  freedom  upon  the  course  of 
measures,  policy,  and  principles  of  the  state  of 
gouih  Carolina— upon  public  measures,  and  public 
policy  and  principles,  all  which,  Mr.  E.  thought, 
within  the  fair  scope  of  debate;  but  the  gentleman 
had  repeatedly  and  emphatically,  in  the  course  of 
that  debate,  expressly  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
wounding  the  feelings  or  giving  any  occasion  of  of- 
fence to  any  member  of  the  house,  or  to  either  of 
the  representatives  from  that  state. 

Mr.  E.  inquired  of  Mr.  Stanly  whether  he  had 
understood  him  and  represented  him  correctly? 

Mr.  Stanly  answered  that  he  had. 

Mr.  E.  said,  then,  so  far,  surely  there  was,  he 
presumed,  no  occasion  tor  personal  offence.  In  the 
course  of  the  debate  this  morning,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens),  referring  to 
the  debate  of  the  preceding  evening,  used  language 
which  he  (Mr.  E.  was  awaie  might  be  construed 
as  personally  offensive,  and  lie  perceived  it  had  been 
received  as  such,  and  answered  accordingly.  It 
was  language,  he  must  say,  although  calculated  to 
excite  unpleasant  feelings,  not  to  be  considered  per- 
sonally ■ offensive.  Mr.  E.  did  not  consider  it  in 
that  lie-hl  He  understood  the  gentleman  to  be  re- 
nlying’  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
N 01-11'? Carolina,  and  whatever  terms  he  had  used  to 
be  applicable  to  the  argument  alone — characteris- 
ing iVas  inefficient  and  of  too  feeble  strength  to 
ovei  throw  the  principles  or  policy  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina.  He  certainly  did  not  understand 
him  as  intentionally  offering  an  insult  to  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina. 


He  then  wished  Mr.  Pickens  to  say  whether  he  had 
understood  him  correctly. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  did  not  know  what  motive  or 
intention  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  in  address- 
ing to  him  the  inquiry  he  had.  He  presumed  it  was 
a fair  and  proper  one,  and  he  would  therefore  say 
that  the  language  he  used  he  intended  only  as  ridi- 
cule, and  he  thought  that  ridicule  was  a fair  parlia- 
mentary argument.  As  such  he  meant  it,  and  riot 
intended  personalties. 

Mr.  Evans  said,  certainly  ridicule  was  a parlia- 
mentary mode  of  argument — a test,  and  very  often 
the  most  severe  test  of  the  strength  of  argument. 
He  sometimes  restored  to  it  himself;  and  undoubt- 
edly it  was  a mode  of  argument  often  exciting  un- 
pleasant feelings,  but  not  such  as  to  call  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  emotions  incompatible  with  personal 
respect  and  good  will.  He  now  understood  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Pickens),  as  he  understood  him  at 
1 he  time,  to  be  dealing  with  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  bringing  it  to  this 
test  of  ridicule,  and  not  intending  to  be  personally 
offensive. 

Tlie  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
with  his  ardent  feelings  much  excited,  bad  replied 
to  these  remarks  also  in  a manner  and  terms  suscep- 
tible of  being  easily  misunderstood.  He  (Mr.  E.) 
bad  checked  him  at  the  time,  and  admonished  him 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  indulge  in  personalities; 
to  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  replied  that  he  was  merely 
answering  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  to- 
wards him;  from  which  he  (Mr.  E.)  inferred  that 
he  (Mr.  S.)  intended  and  designed  to  meet  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  in  the 
spirit  and  to  the  same  extent  that  they  had  been 
made;  that  he  was  repelling  ridicule  by  redicule, 
avowing  the  soundness  of  his  own  views  and  prin- 
ciples and  arguments,  and  warding  off' the  attacks 
which  iiad  been  made  upon  them.  Fie  was  sure 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would 
not  place  himself  in  the  position  of  intending  a de- 
liberate insult  as  a reply  to  an  argument,  though  that 
argument  was  of  a kind  calculated  to  excite  his 
feelings.  This  was  an  encounter  which  all  are 
subject  to,  and  which  ought  not  to  lead  to  any 
other  than  a similar  reply.  He  wished,  therefore, 
to  know  if  he  correctly  understood  the  member 
from  N.  Carolina,  and  he  appealed  to  him  to  repjy. 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  if  the  house  would  indulge  him 
for  a few  moments,  he  would  answer  the  interroga- 
tory of  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  That  gen- 
tleman has  truly  said  that  he  has  had  no  consultation 
with  me,  or  with  any  friend  of  mine,  with  my 
knowledge,  relative  to  the  motion  or  the  remarks  he 
now  submits  to  the  house. 

It  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  in-the 
speech  I made  last  night,  I disclaimed,  repeatedlv, 
rather  too  often  disclaimed,  as  I thought,  all  intima- 
tion or  wish  to  indulge  in  personalities,  or  to  wound 
the  feelings  of  any  honorable  member  on  this  floor. 
I did  this,  sir,  with  particular  emphasis,  because  I 
am  aware  that,  when  exited  in  debate,  I am  apt  to 
use  forcible  language,  which  is  liable  to  be  misun- 
derstood. I said,  as  regards  the  members  from  South 
Carolina  on  this  floor,  whose  doctrines  I had  felt 
bound  to  oppose,  I begged  them  all  to  understand  I 
did  so  from  no  feeling  of  personal  unkindness,  but 
in  opposition  to  their  political  principles,  which  I 
regarded  as  calculated  to  do  much  mischief  if  they 
should  receive  encouragement  from  any  respectable 
portion  of  the  country.  Towards  the  gentleman 
himself  (Mr.  Pickens)  I have  always  entertained 
feelings  of  personal  kindness. 

After  this  full  declaimer,  which  every  member 
will  testify  to  who  beard  ine,  I was  sui prised  to  see 
the  feeling  manifested  by  several  members  from 
South  Carolina.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, to  whom  I especially  addressed  my  arguments, 
(Mr.  R'neil),  had  the  floor  to  reply  to  me,  when  the 
debate  should  be  resumed.  And  let  me  say,  as  to 
that  honorable  member,  (Mr.  Rhell),  I have  under- 
stood he  was  a religious  man;  I honored  him  as 
such,  and  on  that  account,  especially,  I used  to- 
wards him  no  other  language  than  that  of  courtesy 
and  kindness.  I endeavored  to  deal  with  his  ob- 
noxious doctrines — direct  taxation,  disunion,  &c. — 
and  with  his  doctrines  alone.  You  will  remember, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that,  immediately  after  the  journal 
was  read,  the  respectable  gentleman  from  Charleston, 
(Mr.  Holmes),  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor,  as  I 
understood,  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  mine, 
which  he  had  not  heard.  I objected  at  once,  for 
the  reason  I gave,  that  I had  no  idea  of  consenting 
(o  a partial  debate.  I wished  an  opportunity  of  re- 
plying, and  that  the  gentleman  could  answer  me  in 
committee,  where  we  both  could  be  heard.  As  I 
made  this  remark,  the  colleague  of  the  gentleman 
from  Chaiieston,  (Mr.  Campbell) , on  my  right  made 
use  of  offensive  terms,  to  which  I replied,  and  after 
this,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pickens),  out  of  order,  when  another  subject  is 


under  consideration — (a  pension  bill  being  under 
discussion) — went  out  of  his  way,  as  I thought,  to 
attack  me.  It  was  under  such  circumstances,  well 
calculated,  I think,  alter  my  previous  explanations, 
to  excite  any  man,  that  I replied  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens). 

I understand  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Pickens)  just 
now  to  say  that  he  intended  no  insult  to  me  in 
the  remarks  he  made;  he  intended  only  to  use  “ridi- 
cule,” which  he  thought  “a  fair  parliamentary  argu- 
ment.” 

If  I understand  this  gentleman  (Mr.  Pickens) 
correctly,  it  is  due  to  the  house,  it  is  due  to  that 
gentleman,  and,  especially,  it  is  due  to  myself,  to 
state  that  I regret  that,  under  the  excitement  which 
I felt,  I used  language  stronger  than  was  called  for 
or  was  strictly  parliamentary  and  proper.  I intend- 
ed the  remarks  in  reply  to  what  I deemed  a personal 
attack.  It  seems  no  such  attack  was  intended;  that 
I was  wrong  in  putting  that  construction  on  the 
gentleman’s  remarks.  1 feel  bound,  therefore,  to 
say,  sir,  that  I wish  my  remarks  to  pass  a3  “ridicule 
only,”  as  the  gentleman’s  remarks  were  “ridicule 
only.”  As  he  disclaims  any  wish  to  have  his  re- 
marks received  in  a spirit  of  unkiudness,  I make 
the  same  disclaimer. 

I thought,  sir,  when  the  gentleman  referred  to 
the  “valiant  knight  from  North  Carolina,”  as  he 
called  me — when  he  spoke  of  my  “pigmy  arm,” 
and  compared  me  to  the  sparrow  “with  his  bow  and 
arrow”  shooting  at  Cock  Robin — I thought  his  tone 
was  one  of  contempt,  and  there  was  something 
sneering  in  his  manner  which  was  calculated  to  of- 
fend. I am  glad,  sir,  that  I was  wrong  in  misun- 
derstanding the  gentleman.  I only  refer  now  to 
his  tone  and  manner  tojustify  myself  for  the  warmth 
I exhibited. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  house  will  indulge  me  a 
moment  further,  I wish  it  expressly  understood  that, 
when  I.spoke  of  the  arrogance  of  South  Carolina, 
or  what  I called  the  “legislative  insolence”  of  South 
Carolina,  I meant  by  “insolence”  the  haughtiness, 
mixed  with  contempt,  evinced  in  the  report  to 
which  I referied.  I did  not  speak  of  the  state  of 
Soulh  Carolina  or  the  people  of  Soutli  Carolina  with 
disrespect.  I cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
forced  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  any  sister  state. 

I have  too  much  self  respect  to  do  so.  I have  too 
much  respect  for  North  Carolina,  for  my  constitu- 
ents, to  do  so.  But,  sir,  I appeal  not  only  to  every 
North  Carolinian — not  only  to  every  southern  gen- 
tleman, but  to  every  American  on  this  floor — to 
read  the  report,  especially  page  10,  to  which  I re- 
ferred, and  to  ask,  if  he  respects  the  state  of  Soulh 
Carolina  as  I do,  if  he  will  not  feel  indignant  at  the 
language  there  applied,  by  her  legislature,  to  her 
sister  stales.  Am  I to  sit  here  coolly,  sir,  and  see 
a report  from  her  legislature,  printed  by  order  of 
this  house,  (without  having  been  read,  as  it  seems), 
in  which  my  own  state  is  accused  of  having  been 
influenced  in  her  recent  vote  by  the  money  power, 
and  of  having  united  herself  with  “abolitionists  and 
federalists,”  and  not  say  one  word,  either  of  defence 
or  reproof?  No  reasonable  man  can  expect  it,  sir. 
No  southern  patriot  would  blame  me  for  saying 
what  I now  repeat,  that  in  justice  to  all  the  states 
of  this  union,  in  justice  to  this  house,  in  order  to 
sustain  our  own  dignity,  that  report  ought  not  to 
have  been  received  or  entertained  by  this  house. 

I beg  pardon  of  the  house  for  having  trespassed 
on  their  time  with  personal  matters.  1 beg  pardon 
of  the  house,  sir,  if  I violated  any  of  its  rules  in  the 
speech  1 made  on  yesterday  or  to-day.  I intended 
no  such  thing.  I was  fighting  doctrines,  as  I be- 
lieve, the  most  abominable  that  were  ever  enter- 
tained by  Ameiican  statesmen.  I avoided  person- 
alities. I thought  I said  so  too  often.  I will  con- 
tinue, in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  an  unrelenting 
warfare,  a perpetual  opposition  to  the  odious  opi  ■ 
nions  of  direct  taxation,  disunion,  &c.  which  are 
avowed  by  a talented  portion  of  the  friends  of  the 
departing  administration. 

Mr.  Evans  said  it  was  obvious  there  was  no 
foundation  lor  ill  feelings  growing  out  of  the  de- 
bate, after  these  explanations  and  disclaimers,  and 
he  trusted  whatever  excitement  had  existed  was 
now  allayed. 

[Here  the  conversation  dropped.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  general  consent 
of  the  house  to  allow  him  to  lay  before  it  a number 
of  joint  resolutions  and  memorials  which  he  bad 
been  for  a long  time  receiving  from  bis  legislature, 
on  a variety  of  subjects. 

Leave  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Russell. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  leave, 
but  was  ruled  out  of  ordpr  by  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
resolved  ilself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  government 
for  the  year  1841.  Mr.  Bell  being  absent,  Mr.  Lin- 
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coin,  of  Massachusetts,  was  called  to  the  chair  of 
tile  committee. 

Mr.  Jlhetl  took  the  floor,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
remaiks — Mr.  Mason  rose  to  order,  oa  the  ground 
that  his  remarks  were  irrelevant  to  the  bill  before 
the  house. 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  Mr.  Mason  to  withdraw  his  call. 
He  was  not  heard  to  do  so,  but  the  chair  made  a 
decision  which  we  could  not  hear.  The  result 
was,  that  Mr.  Rhelt  continued  his  remarks  till  7 
o’clock.  When  he  concluded,  Mr.  Underwood,  ob- 
tained the  floor;  when  the  committee  rose. 

The  speulcer,  by  permission,  laid  before  the  house 
sundry  communications  from  the  departments. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  20.  The  journal  of  yesterday  be- 
ing read— Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  inserting  in  substance  the  following: 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  general  consent 
of  the  house  to  allow  him  to  lay  before  the  house 
and  have  printed  a number  of  joint  resolutions  which 
had  been  accumulating  on  his  hands  from  his  legis- 
lature. 

It  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Smith 
then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
leave,  which  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  chair, 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  wished  to  have  his  motion  no- 
ticed on  the  journals,  that  he  had  attempted,  as  he 
had  frequently,  to  obtain  the  floor  for  that  purpose; 
he  thought  it  due  to  his  state,  and  especially  to 
himself,  as  the  resolutions  he  was  satisfied  were 
intended  for  himself  and  other  of  his  colleagues  who 
acted  with  him  politically. 

Mr.  Orabb  thought  the  journal  ought  not  to  be 
amended,  as  it  would  give  an  undue  advantage  to 
the  member  from  Indiana  on  the  public  records. — 
Members  from  almost  every  state  had  resolutions 
or  memorials  from  their  legislatures  to  present,  and 
wanted  to  present  them  at  the  earliest  moment  they 
could  do  so  in  order,  but  did  not  like  to  be  making 
motions  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as  to  get  that  mo- 
tion on  the  journal  to  show  their  zeal.  It  was  not 
customary  to  enter  those  motions,  &e. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  motions  to  suspend  the  rules, 
when  they  were  ineffectual,  were  not  entered  on 
the  proceedings,  unless  they  led  to  results  which  it 
became  necessary  to  journalise. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  though  it  was  unusual,  if  he 
was  so  disposed,  he  could  make  it  appear  on  the 
journal,  by  calling  the  yeas  and  nays:  but,  as  the 
time  of  the  house  was  precious  and  far  spent,  he 
would  not  consume  the  time  by  doing  so,  and  would 
withdraw  the  proposition,  but  would  take  all  ar.d 
every  opportunity  to  introduce  these  resolutions,  and 
lie  hoped  the  house  would  atford  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  moved  the  special  order  on  the  general 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  the  rule  in  favor  of  the 
special  order  be  suspended,  and  that  the  house  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

This  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  lor  the  suspension  79,  against  it  68.  There 
not  being  two-thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  general  appropriation  bill 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1841;  (Mr.  Lincoln  was 
again  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee.) 

The  question  "recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanly  on  the  18th  instant,  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Underwood  addressed  the  committee  for  two 
hours  and  a half;  first,  as  to  the  abuses  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  means  by  which  they  were  to  be 
corrected;  and  then  in  reference  to  several  of  the 
leading  questions  of  public  policy — the  currency, 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  Ihe  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  & c.  Mr.  U.  was  followed  by  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, who  spoke  for  about  half  an  hour,  partly  in 
reply  to  some  of  the  positions  assumed  by  Mr.  Un- 
derwood; when  he  gave  way  to  a motion  by  Mr. 
Grinnell  that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion 
having  prevailed,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  Grinnell  moved  that  the  house  do  adjourn. 

It  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  for 
the  adjournment  76,  against  it  60. 

So  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday,  11  o’clock 
A.  M. 

Monday,  Feb.  22.  Mr.  Thompson,  by  leave  re- 
ported a hill  making  appropriations  for  certain  for- 
tifications of  the  United  States  generally  for  the 
year  1841,  and  for  armament  of  fortifications,  also 
for  raising  a company  of  sappers,  miners  and  pon- 
toniers,  and  appropriating  $900,000  for  steamships 


of  war.  The  amount  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be 
appropriated  for  fortifications  is  $1,67S,(!(J0 — which 
bill  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  rules  w'ere  suspended  for  one  hour  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  bill  from 
the  senate  to  confirm  to  Indiana  the  lands  selected 
for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  and  the  bill  of  this 
house  making  further  appropriations  for  the  explo- 
ration and  survey  of  the  northeastern  boundary. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  these  bills.  Mr.  Banks  was  called  to 
the  chair  ol  the  committee. 

The  Indiana  canal  land  bill  was  read  by  the 
clerk,  and  no  objection  being  made,  it  was  laid 
aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  house. 

The  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
exploration  and  survey  of  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary was  taken  up  and  read  by  the  clerk. 

When  this  bill  was  under  consideration  on  the 
13th  iust.  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Underwood 
to  amend  it  by  striking  out  $7-5,000,  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  appropriated,  and  inserting  $37,500. 
Mr.  Petrikin,  on  the  same  day,  moved  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  to  $12,000. 

These  propositions  now  came  before  the  house. 
Mr.  Proffii,  who  held  the  floor  at  the  time  the 
bill  was  last  up,  said  he  would  not  now  occupy  the 
time  of  the  committee  a minute.  He  had  paid 
some  attention  to  the  bill  when  it  w’as  last  under 
consideration;  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  sum 
contemplated  by  it  was  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
lie,  therefore,  should  withdraw  all  opposition  in 
every  shape,  and  he  would  vote  lor  the  bill.  He 
had  ascertained  that  there  were  three  lines  to  be 
run  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  Clifford  opposed  the  amendment  at  some 
length,  and  made  some  general  observations  on  the 
northeastern  boundary  question.  He  hoped  that 
no  member  would  vote  to  reduce  the  amount,  as,  if 
the  whole  sum  was  not  necessary,  it  would  not  be 
expended. 

Mr.  Petrikin  insisted  that  the  appropriation  was 
extravagant — and,  in  proof  of  this,  referred  to  ap- 
propriations made  in  other  surveys  and  explora- 
tions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jameson,  then 
rose  and  reported  both  bills  to  the  house. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  the  Indiana  canal  lands 
W'as  then  forthwith  ordered  to  a third  reading,  was 
read  the  third  time  accordingly,  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  senate. 

The  biil  appropriating  $75,000  for  continuing 
the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  northeastern 
boundary  was  then  taken  up  in  the  house.  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  renewed  the  motion  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  $75,000,  and  insert- 
ing $37,500. 

Mr.  Petrikin  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  by 
inserting  $20,000. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  $50,000. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  ordered;  and  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  recommit. 

It  was  not  in  order,  as  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved. 

The  questions  were  severally  put  on  striking 
out  $75,000  and  inserting  $50,000,  $37,500,  and 
$20,000,  and  they  were  severally  rejected. 

The  bill  w as  then  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time 
forthwith. 

It  was  read  the  third  time  accordingly;  when 
the  previous  question  was  moved,  seconded,  put, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  put,  that  is,  that  the  bill  do  pass?  and  was 
decided  jn  the  affirmative.  It  was  then  sent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  took 
up  the  general  appropriation  bill.  The  question 
occurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hunt  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  compensation 
of'  the  several  district  attorneys,  marshals  and 
clerks. 

Mr  Sergeant  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
at  one  o’clock,  when  Mr.  Stanly  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  Alter  some 
explanations  between  Messrs.  Stanly,  Rhelt  and 
Rives,  Mr.  Cushing  renew  ed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause,  and  addressed  the  commit- 
tee lor  about  twenty  minutes.  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  remarks,  he  withdrew  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  Mr.  Hunt’s  mo- 
tion, when  Mr.  Hunt  addressed  the  committee,  Mr. 
Reed  entered  into  a history  of  thTs  matter,  and  of 
the  various  efforts  that  had  been  made  to  provide  a 
remedy  for  v.  hat  he  considered  an  evil  which  ought 


to  be  corrected.  The  fees  were  exorbitant  and 
should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  submitted  an  amendment,  and  ex- 
plained the  effect  of  his  proposition.  He  had  Dot 
concluded  when  the  hour  of  half  past  two  o'clock 
arrived,  and  Ihe  house  then  took  a recess  until  4 
o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock  the  committee  re- 
assembled— the  general  appropriation  bill  being 
under  consideration,  and  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Ky.  relative  to  the  fees  and  emoluments 
of  district  attorneys,  marshals  and  clerks  being 
pending,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  who  was  interrupted  in 
iiis  remarks  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  forrecess, 
resumed  the  floor  and  advocated  his  amendment. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Sallonstall,  who  advo- 
cated the  reduction  of  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
the  officers  named. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  S.  C.  followed,  repudiated  the 
idea  that  the  treasury  was  to  be  replenished  by  the 
reduction  of  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  its  offi- 
cers; entered  into  a vindication  of  the  south  from 
the  charge  of  its  having  been  the  father  ot  the 
tariff  system,  and  denied  that  the  tariff  of  1S16 
was  piotective  in  its  character. 

Messrs.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  Thompson  and  Brown, 
of  Mississippi,  Vanderpoel,  Grinnell,  Cooper,  of 
Georgia,  Monroe  and  Clark,  Floyd  and  Dickenson 
participated  in  the  debate.  The  latter  suggested 
an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  after  an  attorney, 
marshal  or  clerk’s  compensation  amounted  to  the 
maximum  fixed  in  the  proviso,  they  should  be  en- 
titled to  a per  centum  on  all  over  that  maximum  of 
10,  20  or  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  in  the  bill  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  a substitute  giving  to  the  United  States 
district  attorneys,  marshals  and  clerks  respectively 
the  same  fees  as  are  received,  or  as  are  now  or  may 
hereafter  be  allowed  by  the  laws  of  said  states  re- 
spectively, where  said  courts  are  held,  to  the  clerks, 
alferneys  and  counsel  and  sheriffs  in  the  higher 
courts  of  said  states  in  which  like  services  are  ren- 
dered, except  that  the  marshals  shall  receive  for 
summoning  every  jury,  thirty  dollars,  and  lor  every 
days  attendance  upon  any  court  five  dollars,  &c. 

Mr.  Evans  submitted  a question  ol  order  in  re- 
lation to  this  amendment,  the  amount  of  which 
question  was,  whether  it  is  competent  to  introduce 
in  this  bill  any  proposition  going  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  compensation  of  any  officer  which  is 
fixed  by  law'. 

The  chair  decided,  in  substance,  that,  although 
he  did  not  conceive  it  was  strictly  in  order  lor  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  to  have  reported  the 
proviso  in  the  bill,  yet,  as  it  was  in  the  bill,  and  not 
in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  rule  it  out  of 
order,  it  was  competent  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  Hand  advocated  Mr.  Thompson’s  amendment. 
Mr.  Fillmore  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  its 
details  were  defective,  and  stated  that  all  the  diffi- 
culties arose  from  placing  the  subject  in  the  appro- 
priation hill. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  was  against  Mr.  Thomp- 
son’s amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the  proviso  as  it 
was  reported  in  the  biil. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  there  appeared  yeas  66,  nays  66. 

The  commitlee  being  equally  divided,  the  chair 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  so  Mr.  Thompson’s 
amendment  w;as  agreed  to. 

At  a quarter  before  nine  o’clock,  Mr.  Underwood 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  a tong  additional  provi- 
so which  the  chair  ruled  to  be  out  of  order,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a subject  different  from  that  un- 
der consideration. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  appealed. 

The  chair  then  staled  at  large  the  grounds  of  his 
decision,  and  referred  to  numerous  precedents  in 
support  of  it. 

Mr.  Casey  asked  Mr.  Johnson  to  withdraw  his 
appeal.  Mr.  Johnson  declined. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  opposed  to  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  and  referred  to  precedents  in  support  of 
his  position. 

Mr.  Wise  explained  as  to  one  of  the  precedents 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Underwood,  and  showed  -that  it 
ought  not  to  be  cited,  as  it  was  made  under  extra- 
ordinary circumstances. 

Mr.  Underwood,  resumed  on  the  appeal,  but  be- 
fore he  had  concluded,  he  gave  w:ay  to  Mr.  Cave 
Johnson  to  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

It  was  five  minutes  past  nine  o’clock. 

The  motion  prevailed,  though  less  than  a quorum 
voted. 

The  speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  printing  of  the  amend- 
ment adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Mississippi.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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Banks.  Richmond  banks.  The  Richmond  Whig 
says:  The  Richmond  banks  continue,  and  will  con- 
tinue, to  pay  specie,  and  that  without  contracting  their 
line  of  discounts.  On  the  contrary,  as  the  season  ol 
business  advances,  they  expect  to  extend  the  line  or 
discounts.  A different  apprehension  has  produced 
uneasiness  in  the  community;  but  we  may  pronounce 
it,  from  all  we  hear,  groundless. 

United  States  bank.  An  adjournea  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  United  States  bank  was  held  at  the 
city  hotel  New  York  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  amount  of  stock  owned  and  repre- 
sented in  the  city  of  New  York  is  not  less  than 
$7,000,000,  and  whereas  a due  regard  for  the  interests 
of  the  stockholders  requires  immediate  action  in  the 
premises.  . , . 

1st.  Resolved,  That  while  we  disclaim  any  inten- 
tion to  justify  the  mis-management  of  the  bank  or  to 
excuse  the  errors  of  its  direction,  we  very  respectfully 
appeal  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  protect  us 
from  any  further  sacrifice  of  our  property,  by  placing 
all  the  banks  of  the  state  on  the  same  footing. 

2d-  Resolved,  That  “much  of  the  stock  is  owned 
by  widows,  orphans  and  persons  retired  from  business 
having  no  personal  agency  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
and  all  sufferers,  without  any  misconduct  or  act  ot 
their  own.” 

We  deprecate  any  measure  by  which  this  property 
may  be  greatly  impaired  or  entirely  sacrificed  by  forc- 
ed sales  on  a prostrated  market,  at  the  mandate  of  the 
law,  or  through  the  inexorable  agency  of  trustees  or 
liquidators.  , , , , , , . 

3d.  Resolved,  That,  as  stockholders  and  their  re- 
presentatives, we  request  that  we  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  making  the  most  of  our  property,  and  that  we 
’ may  not  he  crippled  by  penal  restrictions  in  its  disposal. 

4th.  Resolved , That  a committee  of  five  be  appoint- 
ed to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  to  examine  fully  into  the 
aciuaf affairs  of  the  bank- 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  a future 
meeting  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  named  on  the  com- 
mittee—Chester  Jennings,  Wm.  Hogan,  Leonard  S. 
Sorias,  Edward  Loffan,  Wm.  H.  Furness. 

Notes  and  deposites.  We  learn  that  at  the  time  the 
United  States  bank  suspended  specie  payments,  her 
notes  in  circulation  amounted  to  about  $2,800,000; 
and  her  deposits  at  all  points,  to  $1,100,000. 

[Philad.  Inquirer. 

Bank  convention.  The  Louisville  Journal  says,  that 
nearly  twenty  banks  were  represented  in  the  late  bank 
convention  in  that  city — the  hanks  ol  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Indiana  and  Tennessee.  The  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  subject  of  resumption,  reported  it  as 
their  opinion, 

That  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky, 
ought  not  at  this  time  to  resume  specie  payments 
without  farther  concert  with  other  banks  in  the  west, 
and  some  of  the  principal  banks  in  New  Orleans. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  early  resumption 
is  alike  demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  oanks 
and  of  the  community;  and  therefore,  that  the  banks 
represented  in  this  convention  should  so  shape  their 
business,  as  to  be  able  to  resume  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable day,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  ihe  other 
hanks  in  the  west  and  south  to  shape  their  course  for 
an  early  resumption. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  banks  can  avail  them- 
selves of  the  proceeds  of  the  last  year’s  crop,  and  place 
themselves  in  a condition  to  resume  specie  payments 
at  an  early  day;  and,  if  most  of  the  other  banks  in  the 
west  and  south  can  be  brought  to  act  in  concert,  that 
resumption  may  take  place  without  prejudice  to  the 
banks  or  the  community. 

They  think  a committee  should  be  appointed  by 
this  convention  to  correspond  with  the  banks  in  the 
west  and  south,  and  endeavor  to  induce  them  all  to 
act  in  concert  and  place  themselves  in  a condition  to 
resume  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day,  and  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  call  a convention  of  the 
hanks  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Illi- 
nois, Louisiana,  Alabama,  &c.  whenever  they  may 
think  it  expedient,  to  propose  to  meet  at  Louisville,  for 
the  purpose  of  agreeing  on  a day  fur  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Bartlett.  We  learn  that  the 
late  Wm.  Bartlett,  esq.  of  Newhuryport,  has  bequeath- 
ed fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  theological  seminary  at 
Andover,  making  more  than  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  as  the  total  amount  of  his  donation  to  that  in- 
stitution. The  estate  of  Mr.  Bartlett  proves  to  be  about 
half  a million  of  dollars  in  value,  most  of  which,  ex- 
cept the  bequest  to  Andover,  is  given  to  the  grand 
children  of  the  deceased. 

Cemetery  of  Mount  Auburn.  Nine  j'ears  have 
just  come  to  a close  since  the  cemetery  was  consecra- 
ted, and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  die  undertaking 
has  prospered  to  a degree  fully  equal  to  the  expectation 
of  its  friends. 

The  following  facts  are  taken  from  the  recent  re- 
ort  of  the  treasurer,  to  wit: 
ts  cost,  including  a receiving  tomb  in 
the  city,  is  $30,816  20 

Amount  of  funds  invested,  and  in  the  trea- 
sury, 32 


$30,293  53 


Whole  number  of  lots  sold,  is  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

Whole  number  of  interments  is  eleven  hundred  and 
ninety-two. 

The  amount  realized  from  sales  of  lots,  beyond  the 
annual  expenses,  and  the  payment  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Horticultural  society,  is  probably  less  than  one 
half  of  the  surn  required  to  rebuild  the  gateway  of  gra- 
nite, and  to  erect  a wall  of  stone,  in  place  of  the  picket 
fence,  now  fast  going  to  decay.  [Boston  Post. 

Fatal  epidemic.  We  are  sorry  to  learn  from  the 
Knoxville  Register  of  the  6th  February,  that  the  fatal 
epidemic  which  lately  made  its  appearance  in  West 
Tennessee,  is  gradually  extending  itself,  and  has  cre- 
ated much  alarm  in  the  vicinity  of  Henry  county.  It 
is  supposed  to  be  the  disease  known  some  years  since 
in  that  section  of  country  as  the  “cold  plague.’’  Its 
ravages  are  well  remembered  in  several  of  the  upper 
counties  of  East  Tennessee,  and  western  counties  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  king  of  France.  The  following  items  appear 
in  the  civil  list  of  this  monarch:  For  subscription  to 
publications,  £10,000;  music  boxes  at  theatres,  bene- 
fits, &c.  £ 12,000;  manufacturers  £23,500;  museums 
and  fine  arts  £18,000;  works  of  arts  £20,000;  medals 
and  mint  £16,000.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  French 
sovereign  has  placed  at  his  disposal  a sum  of  nearly 
£100,000  for  the  special  encouragement  of  native  arts, 
sciences  and  manufactures. 

Gambling  in  stocks.  It  is  stated  in  a New  York 
paper,  that  the  board  of  brokers,  in  that  city,  have 
passed  a resolution  against  all  transactions  involving 
deliveries  of  stocks  atlong  dates.  This  is  an  attempt 
to  shut  one  door  against  gambling  in  stocks,  while 
another  “principal  entrance’’  is  left  open.  If  the  stock 
gamblers  cannot  get  a bargain  to  receive  or  deliver  a 
small  lot  at  four  months,  they  will,  by  way  of  compen- 
sation, undertake  for  a large  lot  at  two  months.  If  tlie 
hoard  would  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil— which  has 
there  become  a crying  one — let  them  prohibit  all  time 
transactions.  [Patriot, 

Girls  wanted.  The  whole  population  of  Cook 
county,  Illinois,  in  which  is  the  village  of  Chicago,  is 
1 1,045.  Of  these,  the  number  of  males  between  20  and 
30  years  of  age,  is  2,479;  of  females  of  the  same  age 
1,220 — less  than  one  half.  Of  those  between  30  and 
40  years  of  age,  the  males  are  1,162,  the  females  590,  a 
disproportion  as  bad.  Under  this  state  of  things,  the 
Chicago  American  requests  to  have  sent  on  a cargo  of 
first  rate  marriageable  women. 

A gone  city.  The  city  of  Apalachicola  has  bought 
out  the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  and  hereafter  all  the  business 
of  the  latter  is  to  be  united  with  that  of  the  former.  In 
speaking  of  this  bargain,  sale  and  transfer,  the  editor  of 
the  Apalachicola  Journal  says:  Of  St.  Joseph  we 
would  speak  as  of  a deceased  foe,  who  had  warred 
long  and  magnanimously  against  us,  and  at  last  fell  a 
viclim  to  her  own  delusive  theories.  She  now  “sleeps 
death’s  silent  sleep,’’  on  the  very  spot  of  her  origin; 
and  while  we  chaunt  her  funeral  requiem,  we  would 
throw  the  broad  mantle  of  charity  over  her  manifold 
imprudence  and  indiscretions,  and  receive  her  citi- 
zens as  the  father  did  the  prodigal  son.” 

Ice  ho!  The  quantities  of  ice  taken  from  Fresh  Pond, 
are  enormous;  and  during  a cold  season  the  supply  may 
be  considered  inexhaustible.  The  amount  of  this  re- 
freshing article,  shipped  last  year  from  Charlestown 
and  Boston  was  about  32,000  tons — nearly  all  of  which 
came  from  Fresh  Pond.  During  the  year,  several  large 
ice  houses  have  been  erected,  near  Spy  Pond  in  West 
Cambridge,  which  the  proprietors  are  now  busily  en- 
gaged in  filling.  The  exportation  of  ice  taken  from 
these  two  ponds,  during  the  present  year,  will  probably 
amount  to  40,000  tons — employing  133  vessels,  each 
carrying  300  tons. 

This  business  must  increase  to  a very  considerable 
extent  Ice  is  highly  valued  in  southern  ports,  where 
ever  it  has  been  intioduced — and  the  people  are  ex- 
ceeding reluctant  to  forego  the  luxury.  In  many  large 
and  populous  towns  in  the  West  India  islands,  ice  has 
not  yet  been  introduced — but  if  we  judge  correctly  of 
Yankee  enterprise — it  soon  will  be  when  Charlestown 
branch  rail  road  is  extended  to  Fresh  Pond,  this  will 
become  an  important  article  of  export.  [Boston  Jour. 

Mexican  dollars.  Dr.  Plort,  the  assayer  of  the 
United  States  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  informs 
such  persons  as  are  in  the  habit  of  depositing  Mexican 
dollars  at  the  mint,  under  the  impression  of  realizing 
some  profit  from  the  recoinage,  that  there  is  at  present 
in  circulation  in  New  Orleans,  a large  amount  of 
Mexican  dollars,  of  a depreciated  standard,  and  vary- 
ing considerably  as  to  the  extent  of  depreciation. — 
From  the  results  of  repeated  assays  made  during  the 
three  last  years,  he  has  discovered  four  descriptions  of 
the  above  currency,  of  the  following  respective  values: 

Of  the  1st  description  the  dollars  is  worth  62  22-100 


Of  the  2d 

do. 

do. 

do. 

72  22-100 

Of  the  3d 

do. 

do. 

do. 

83  50-100 

Of  the  4th 

do. 

do. 

do. 

96  33-100 

At  the  present  time  the  dollar  of  the  3d  description 
worth  83^  cents,  are  by  far  the  most  abundant  in  cir- 
culation. They  are  so  well  executed  that  very  few 
persons,  even  the  most  experienced,  can  detect  them. 
The  letter  “D”  is  stamped  on  them,  intimating  that 
they  came  from  the  mint  at  Durango.  He  farther  ob- 
serves, that  the  Mexican  gold  coins  have  hitherto  on  an 
avarage  sustained  thejr  legal  title  and  estimated  value. 
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Oppression.  A singular  measure  has  been  adopted 
by  the  government  in  Saxony.  The  wool  dealers  from 
Bohemia,  who  came  across  the  frontier,  and  were  of 
essential  service  to  the  smaii  woollen  manufactures, 
have  been  prohibited,  as  Jar  as  they  are  of  the  Jewish 
persuasion,  from  exercising  their  caking.  Some  of  the 
local  papers  have  very  properly  shown  the  impolicy  of 
this  step,  which  as  well  as  the  harsh  measures  in  force 
against  the  Jews  in  some  other  German  states,  and  es- 
pecially in  Bavaria,  have  their  origin  in  the  monopolis- 
ing spirit.  The  difference  of  creeds  on  this,  as  on  other 
occasions,  is  a mere  pretext  for  oppression. 

The  public  lands.  The  public  domain,  held  in 
trust  by  the  general  government,  lor  the  benefit  of  all 
the  stales,  lies  in  nine  states,  namely:  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Michigan  and  Arkansas.  There  have  been  sold 
S1.0S3,191  97  acres;  granted  for  various  purposes, 
16,514,041  05  acres;  unsold,  including  lands  surveyed 
154,497,765  03  acres;  surveyed  192,803,490  29  acres; 
unsurveyed  52,207,124  24  acres.  Received  for  land 
sold  $113,823,397  20. 

Ship  building  in  Maine.  The  tonnage  of  new  ves- 
sels built  in  Maine  last  year  was  27,705.60  tons,  being 
more  than  any  other  in  the  union — consisting  of  28 
ships,  48  brigs,  68  schooners  and  3 steamboats.  Maine, 
in  navigation,  stands  the  third  in  the  country,  and, 
with  her  500,000  people,  has  a larger  fleet  than  the 
united  tonnage  of  N.  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land. 

Steam  in  the  Pacific.  The  Philadelphia  United 
States  Gazette  states,  on  the  authority  of  letters  from 
the  Pacific  to  November  26,  that  the  British  “steam 
packet  company”  had  two  of  their  steam  vessels  in 
operation.  The  “Peru”  arrived  at  Callao  from  Valpa- 
raiso on  the  7th  of  Nov.  in  eight  days  passage,  touch- 
ing all  the  intermediate  ports;  she  left  Lima  for  Valpa- 
raiso on  the  15th  November  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  passengers!  this  being  her  first  trip.  On  the 
24th  of  November  the  “Chile”  arrived  in  8j  days  from 
Valparaiso  with  forty-five  passengers,  being  her  first 
trip.  These  vessels  are  spoken  of  as  being  of  750  tons, 
built  with  great  regard  to  strength,  that  the  hull  may 
he  the  better  able  to  resist  the  constant  jarring  of  the 
engines,  and  maintain  its  tightness  in  the  strongest  gale 
and  heaviest  sea.  They  have  additional  fastenings, 
and  are  if  possible,  built  stronger  than  sea  vessels  na- 
vigated by  sails.  They  steamed  it  neaily  all  the  pas- 
sage from  England  to  Chili  in  55  days!  stopping  at 
Rio  Janeiro  and  passing  through  the  straffs  of  Magel- 
lan. The  “Peru’’  in  32  hours  through  the  straits. 

It  is  understood  that  the  company  will  not  run  the 
line  to  Panama  until  their  other  steam  vessels  are  ready 
to  go  into  operation  on  this  side  of  the  Isthmus,  from 
Charges  to  England,  via  Jamaica  and  New  York.  It 
is  contemplated  that  they  will  he  in  readiness  in  all 
this  year,  (1841).  It  would  be  no  easy  task  to  calculate 
all  the  advantages  that  will  be  derived  from  this  line 
of  steam  communication  between  the  United  Stales, 
Europe  and  the  shores  of  the  vast  Pacific.  It  will  be 
no  difficult  matter  for  an  English  merchant  or  his 
agent,  to  reach  the  city  of  Lima  in  Peru,  from  England 
in  45  days,  and  from  the  United  States  in  30  days. 
When  the  passage  around  Cape  Horn  would  require 
from  100  to  120  days,  with  all  the  discomfort  of  storms 
and  tempest.  [American. 

More  suits.  Mr.  Andrew  Miller  and  Mr.  George 
Alberti  have  instituted  other  suits  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates.  In  the  first  case  the  bank  paid  the 
specie  ($20)  to  Mr.  Miller.  The  Ledger  says — “To 
what  extent  the  trouble  of  a law  suit  may  operate  in 
deterring  holders  of  bills  from  that  resort  in  their  col- 
lection, cannot  now  be  told;  but  from  the  number  of 
suits  which  we  have  been  informed  " ere  instituted  yes- 
terday and  to-day,  we  cannot  help  concluding  that 
the  hank  will  find  the  run  through  a legal  channel 
quite  as  harassing  and  more  unprofitable — as  each  suit 
is  attendant  with  costs  and  interest— than  a compli- 
ance with  the  demands  at  the  counter.  Creditors 
seem  inexorable,  and  are  determined  to  have  their 
claims.’’ 

Frederick  A.  Tallmadge  has  been  appointed  re- 
corder of  the  city  of  New  Y'ork,  in  the  place  of  Robert 
II.  Morris,  removed. 

Trinidad.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
says:  We  learn  that  a large  number  of  the  colored 
persons  who  emigrated  from  Philadelphia  a few  months 
since  for  the  island  of  Trinidad,  have  returned  and 
bring  an  unfavorable  report  of  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  those  who  remain.  If  colored  people  wish  to 
try  the  experiment  of  emigration  successfully,  they 
should  go  to  Liberia.  Of  those  who  have  gone  there, 
very  few  have  returned,  or  wish  to  return. 

A victim  to  science.  The  Courier  des  Etats  Unis 
publishes  a Paris  letter  of  8th  January  from  which  we 
make  this  translation: 

The  scientific  public  have  been  grieved  by  the  death 
of  young  Hervy,  who  was  preparing  a course  of  public 
lectures  on  chemistry.  A casting  in  which  he  was  try- 
ing some  experiments  on  (he  solidification  by  coal  of 
carbonic  acid  gas,  exploded  in  his  hands,  and  drove 
his  body  into  a closet,  the  doors  of  which  it  hurst — 
broke  one  tlngh,  and  seriously  injured  the  other.  One 
leg  was  immediately  amputated,  and  sufficient  reaction 
of  the  system  was  only  wanted  for  to  cut  off  the  other, 
when  the  unfortunate  sufferer  died. 

A pension  was  granted  to  this  victim  of  science,  but 
the  order  for  it  Was  laid  upon  a corpse.  [A.  Y Airier. 
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Abolition  Convention  16,  proceedings  of  convention 
at  Warsaw  40;  candidates  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent, nomination  for  state  officers  in  Vermont  240,400 
Abstract  of  proceedings  of  congress  336 

Adams  co.  Pennsylvania,  no  prisoner  in  jail  of  105 
Adams,  J.  Quincy — letter  from,  concerning  Amis- 
tad  116;  when  minister  to  G.  Britain  210;  amendment 
proposed  by,  to  rules  of  house  223;  resolution  by  on 
expression  by  congress  on  Harrison’s  death  , 223 

Address  of  President  Tyler  97 

Affairs  of  Connecticut,  see  gov.  Ellsworth’s  speech 
on  199 

Africa. — arrival  from  Monrovia,  healthy,  sugar  and 
coffee  exported  from,  produce  of  coffee  tree  in,  average 
of  coffee  trees;  slave  factories  broken  up  18;  expedition 
to  revictual  Miliana  and  Medeah,  Algeria  declared 
under  martial  law  129;  novel  mission  to  145;  resolution 
on  president’s  message  relative  to  trade  of,  adopted 
in  house  of  representatives  300 

Africans,  the,  of  the  Amistad  liberated  206,  208 

Agriculture — appropriations  for  240;  board  of  363 

Agricultural  rank  of  states  148;  appropriation  to,  in 
New  York  187 

Aids  of  gen.  Harrison  84 

Akron,  mills  in  240 

Alabama — bill  in  house  represent’ ves  for  establishing 
additional  land  office  in  12;  electoral  vote  39;  state  bank( 
condition  of  71;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury 
in  117;  law  for  holding  special  election  passed  173;  cri- 
minal code  of  189;  message  of  gov.  Bagby  200;  congres- 
sional election  in  272 

Albany— division  of  wards  in  89;  funeral  honors  to 
Gen.  Harrison  in  114 

Alexander,  Ashton,  M.  D.  consulting  physician  during 
gen.  Harrison’s  illness  84 

Alexandre,  French  ship;  bill  reported  to  refund  duties 
to,  passed  and  returned  to  senate  30 

Alford,  Mr.  (Georgia)  member  of  house  of  representa- 
tives of  United  States  221 

Algiers,  col.  Cavaignac’s  success  against  51 

Allen,  Mr.  of  Maine,  member  of  house  of  representa- 
tives 221 

Allen,  Thomas,  elected  public  printer,  to  senate  of  U. 
States  282 

Allen,  Mr. of  Ohio,  in  U.  S.  senate  2 IS;  motion  on  joint 
message  to  president  Tyler  218 

Alston,  Mr.  Willis,  shoots  general  Reid  191;  bond  of, 
for  appearance  in  court  288 

Aluminous  salts  80 

Amendment  of  journal  of  congress  12 

America  Central , lectures  on  144;  antiquities  of  191 
American  Societies,  viz.  : 

Temperance  union— celebration  of  204;  Bible  So- 
ciety, twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  204;  seamen’s 
friend  society,  anniversary  of  205;  foreign  Evangelical 
society,  anniversary  of  205;  New  York  Sunday  school 
society,  anniversary  of  205;  home  mis.  soc.  report  of  205, 
tract  society,  sixteenth  anniversary  of  205;  colonization 
society,  9th  anniversary  of  205;  anti-slavery  society, 
anniversary  of  205 

American  and  foreign  anti-slavery  society,  first  anni- 
versary of  ' 206 

American  funds,  London  quotations  on  240;  wool 
products  290 

American  Sentinel,  extract  from  on  presidential  elec- 
tion 87 

American  history,  Jared  Sparks’  industry  relative  to 

144 

American,  manufactures,  trotters,  antiquities  of  Cen- 
tral 160 

American  vessels,  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to 
seizure  of,  passed  house  of  representatives*  299 

American  citizens,  resolutions  relative  to,  in  Van  Die- 
man’s  Land  presented  to  U.  S.  senate  330 

Amistad,  decision  of  supreme  court  relative  to  32, 64; 
opinion  of supreme  court  of  U.  S.  on  40;  slave  Antonio 
96;  letter  ol  J.  Q.  Adams  concerning  116;  Africans  of 
the  20S;  one  of  the  drowned  400 — see  Africa. 
Andrews,  Mr.  (Kentucky)  member  of  house  of  re- 
* preset!  tatives  of  U.  S.  221 


Andrews,  Mr.  (Ohio)  member  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives U.  S.  221 

Animal  chymistry  240 

Anniversaries,  religious  204 

Annual  expenses  of  government  in  Connecticut  186 
Anthracite  furnace  blown  up  56;  price  of  coal  in  Phi- 
ladelphia 80;  market  of  coal  304 

Antigua,  fire  at  176 

Antiquities  of  Central  America  191;  Stevens’  work 
on  256,  368 

Anti-slavery  societies,  anniversary  of  205,  206 

Antonio,  slave  of  Cape  Ferrar  96 

Apalachicola,  communication  submitted  relative  to 
survey  of  bay  294 

Appointments  bv  the  president  1,  18,  34,  51,  66,  88, 
103,  113,  130,  146,  163,  179,273,  290,305,323, 
337,  369,  385 

Apportionment  of  representatives  according  to  cen- 
sus 284 

Appropriation  bill  in  senate  referred  to  committee  on 
finances  7,  9;  reduction  of  salaries  considered,  Mr. 
Galbraith’s  resolution  on,  debates  on  resumed  9;  Cave 
Johnson’s  amendment  relative  to  retrenchment,  &c. 
for,  on  coast  surveys,  on  for  furniture  for  president’s 
house,  for  annual  repairs  to  the  capitol,  for  annual  re- 
pairs to  president’s  house,  for  treasury  building  improve- 
ments, for  patent  office,  for  jail,  for  post  office  building 
10;  for  Alexandria  court  house,  for  pay  of  stone  cutters 
^ind  others,  for  salaries  to  ministers  to  foreign  courts,  for 
arrearages  incurred  in  preserving  neutrality,  for  trans- 
portation of  mail  considered,  for  repairs  to  Potomac 
bridge  carried  11;  Mr.  Thompson’s  amendment  rela- 
tive to  officers  fees,  &c.  passed;  for  New  York  custom 
house  arrearages,  for  expenses  incurred  by  custom 
house  collector  of  New  York,  for  furniture  for  presi- 
dent’s house,  for  Alexandria  court  house,  for  mission 
to  Mexico,  for  postmaster,  for  survey  of  Mexican  coast 
concurred  in  12;  for  navy,  passed,  engrossed  and  sent 
to  senate,  for  the  military  road  on  the  western  frontier, 
various  amendments  on  13;  for  suppressing  Florida 
hostilities,  debated  14;  passed  15;  for  Indian  de- 
partment, various  amendments  concurred  in,  bill  passed 
and  sent  to  senate,  amounts  of  Indian  15;  amendments 
proposed  for,  for  forts,  Mr.  Cushing’s  remarks  27;  for 
national  foundry  proposed  28;  three  amendments  pro- 
posed, bill  passed  29;  for  military  academy,  passed  and 
sent  to  senate,  for  survey  considered,  for  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  passed,  further  amendments  to 
various  bills  for,  passed,  for  West  Point  military  aca- 
demy, the  bill  finally  passed  both  houses  29;  amount  of, 
passed  31 

Appropriations,  report  of  clerk  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  United  States  on  59;  on  to  Mrs.  Harrison  in 
the  house  of  representatives  287;  to  family  of  general 
Harrison,  bill  reported  in  U.  S.  senate  on  294;  for  forti- 
fications considered  319;  bill  considered  332,  333,  334; 
bill  for  reported  in  house  of  representatives  335;  passed 
ib.  349;  (see  fortification)  for  outfits  and  salaries  365; 
bill  reported  for  various  383;  bill  reported  in  house  of 
representatives  for  making  for  present,  session  298;  bill 
for,  passed  in  committee  of  whole  299;  bill  reported  for 
various,  and  referred  to  committee  of  the  whole  302 

Arab  vessel,  Sultanee  144 

Arbuckle,  gen.  resolution  relative  to  removal  of  245; 
Mr.  Sevier’s  remarks  on,  laid  on  the  table  248,  81 
Archer,  W.  S.  elected  United  States  senator  front 
Virginia  16;  qualified  in  U.  S.  senate  46,  218 

Archemedean  screw  384 

Area  of  Ohio  172 

Arkansas,  rates  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury 
in  117;  extract  front  Little  Rock  Gazette  on  Indian 
troubles  of  120;  climate  in,  account  of  189;  table  of 
census  of  197 

Armament,  for  China  323 

Armies,  statistics  of  192 

Armistad, col.  E-  H.  sword  delivered  todeputy  ofl6; 
relieved  from  command  in  Florida  208 — see  army. 
Armory,  resolution  in  relation  to,  laid  over  414 

Armory,  at  Harper’s  Ferry  see  104 

Army — recruits  for,  intelligence  from  Fort  Russell, 
lieut.  Albertis,  attack  upon  Indians,  loss  21;  col.  Har- 
ney 37;  letter  giving  an  account  of  lieut.  Albertis’  gal- 


lantry 54;  gen.  Scott  moves  towards  Niagara,  general 
orders,  promotions  and  appointments,  casualties,  resig- 
nations, deaths,  dismissal,  reappointment,  court  of  in- 
quiry, verdict  of  court  68;  gen.  Scott,  letter  from  St. 
Augustine  89;  cadets  at  military  academy,  advices  from 
Florida,  death  of  lieut.  Woodruff  131;  marines  reach 
Norfolk,  express  from  FortSnelling  on  Indian  troubles 
148;  account  of  troubles  at  Fort  Snelling  164;  inspec- 
tion of  military  works  at  Fort  Munroe  and  Rip  Raps  by 
major  gen.  Scott,  colonel  Bankhead  and  major  general 
Macomb,  gen.  Wool’s  tour  of  inspection,  marriage  of 
lieut.  Larkin,  Wild  Cal's  visit  to  Fort  Pierce,  Indian 
signs  at  New  Smyrna,  mail  rider  killed  by  indians, 
burial  by  captain  B.  Beall,  death  of  Maxcy  Hadjo,  se- 
cond shipment  of  Indians  announced,  col  Worth  de- 
parts for  Carloosahatchie,  illness  of,  in  Florida,  Fort 
Russel  and  Holmes  healthy  196;  gen.  Armistead  re- 
lieved from  command  of  the,  of  Florida,  col.  Worth 
succeeds  to  command  208;  general  orders  no.  29,  gen. 
Armistead  relieved  from  Florida  service,  thanks  of  de- 
partment of  war  to  gen.  A.,  col.  Worth  ordered  to  com- 
mand of  Florida  army,  president’s  directions  relative  to 
relief  of  officers,  officers  of  general  staff  report  to  and 
receive  instructions  from  commanding  officer  210,  211; 
sickness  at  Fort  King  226;  maj.  gen.  Scott’s  return  to 
New  Jersey,  brig.  gen.  Armistead  arrived  at  Washing- 
ton, sickness  in  Florida  260;  colonel  Worth  in  Florida 
274;  general  orders  on  gen.  Macomb’s  death,  official 
arrangement  for  funeral,  list  of  names  examined  and 
approved  as  assistant  surgeons,  persons  promoted  291; 
general  orders,  accounts  from  Florida  324;  tribute  to 
gen.  Macomb,  majors  Mapes  and  Churchill,  captains 
Hain  and  Zelman  constitute  the  board  of  examination, 
general  orders  338;  brig.  gen.  Taylor’s  reply  to  invita- 
tion to  public  dinner  358;  Coacoochee’s  band  yield  to 
col.  Worth,  1st  regiment  of  infantry  ordered  to  Fort 
Crawford,  scout,  major  Childs  sick,  yellow  fever  370; 
removal  of  United  States  troops  371;  Indians  coming 
in  to  col.  Worth,  Florida  troops  sick,  removal  of  2d  re- 
giment 388;  general  orders,  promotion  appointments, 
corps  of  engineers  402;  supernumerary  officers  ib.;  ca- 
sualties, deaths,  dismissed  403 

Arnold,  Mr.  Tennessee,  house  of  rep.  U.  S.  221 
Arostook  country  290 

Arrington,  Mr.  of  North  Carolina,  member  of  the 
house  of  rep.  of  the  U.  States  221 

Arrearages,  message  from  the  president  on  certain 

349 

Artesian  well  in  Paris  80 

Artificial  light,  comparative  cost  of  144 

Artillery,  of  Boston,  anniversary  of  256 

Arsenals,  resolution  adopled  that  copy  of  report  of 
inspector  of,  be  transmitted  to  house  of  representatives 

300 

Asparagus,  paper  manufactured  of  384 

Asteriam  384 

Atherton,  Mr.  of  New  Hampshire,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  U.  States  221 

Atmospheric  air  240 

Attorney-general,  see  J.  J.  Crittenden  18 

Austria,  army  statistics  192 

Austria,  corps  of  observation  of,  where  formed  257 
Axles  3S4 

Aylmere,  new  tragedy,  notice  of  224 

Aycrigg,  Mr.  of  New  Jersey,  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  221 

B. 

Babcock,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  U.  S.  221 

Bagby,  gov.  message  of  to  legislature  of  Alabama 

200 

Baker,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  U.  S.  221 

Balloons,  experiments  on  in  France  256 

Ballot,  on  voting  for  speaker  by,  222;  on  election  of 
officers  for  senate  238 

Baltimore— c offee  trade  32;  request  of  relative  to  fu- 
neral honors  of  president  ot  United  States  1 14;  funeral 
honors  by,  to  gen.  Harrison  149 

Banks,  J.  whig  candidate  for  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania 39 


IV 


INDEX. 


Bancroft.  G.  collector  of  Boston  resigned  32 

Banks,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221;  enquiry  relative  to  name 
being  called,  certificate  of  election  read  ib 

Banks — of  District  of  Columbia,  bill  for  extending 
charter  taken  up,  amendments  proposed  6 ; 7;  resolu- 
tions of  Delaware  relative  to  congressional  proceedings 
on  9;  resumption  item  16;  legislative  proceedings  ot 
Delaware  relative  to;  suspend  in  Illinois  22;  bill  from 
for  extending  charters  of  in  District  of  Columbia  sus- 
pended 29;  the  effect  of  failure  of  United  States  bank 
on  Michigan  32;  discussion  relative  to  notes  32;  panic 
in  New  York,  “red  back  notes,”  association  38;  Peo- 
ple’s of  New  Jersey  rechartered,  vote  in  New  Jersey 
on  restriction  of;  suspension  in  North  Carolina,  Vir- 

finia  banks  39;  of  Illinois  40;  the  of  Georgia  suspend, 
iscounts  of  in  New  York,  sale  of  Virginia  stock  48; 
tabular  statement  of  the  of  Pennsylvania,  gov.  Sew- 
ard signs  bill  relative  to  preferences  in  protested 
notes  46;  of  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  64;  bill  for 
relief  of  in  Pennsylvania  passed  70;  law  of  Virginia  in 
reference  to,  debts  of  In  Alabama,  exhibit  of  in  Ten- 
nessee, report  of  majority  and  minority  committees  on 
in  Ohio  71;  comments  on  the  U.  States  bank  in  Great 
Britain,  amount  of  stocks  of  theU.  States  bank  in  Eu- 
rope 82;  meeting  of  officers  of  the  U.  States  bank  in 
Pennsylvania  89;  Boston  dividends.  Miller’s  of  Clyde, 
Richmond  suspension,  resignation  of  president  of  the 
U.  States  bank,  election  of  col.  Dayton  for  96;  gov.  Por- 
ter’s veto  of  bill  in  Pennsylvania,  application  in  behalf 
of  U.  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  bill  prohibiting  pas- 
sage of  small  notes  in  Missouri  105;  report  of  commit- 
tee of  investigation  of  U.  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania 
105,  106,  107,  108,  109;  gov.  Porter’s  reason  for 

vetoing  bill  for  better  government  of,  &c.  117;  or  of 
U.  States  hank,  version  of  by  the  New  York  American 
121;  Mr.  Dunlap’s  letter,  letters  on  from  Messrs.  Bin- 
ney  and  Biddle  122;  J.  Cowperthwait’s  letter  on  123, 
124;  decision  on  128;  vote  of  chamber  of  commerce  of 
New  York  in  favor  of  a national  131;  Mr.  Biddle’s  let- 
ters on  the  U.  S.  bank  136,  137,  138,  139;  of  state  of 
New  York,  trustees  appointed  for  the  U.  States  bank 
144;  relief  bill  of  Pennsylvania  passed  149;  Mr.  Bid- 
dle’s fourth  letter  concerning  the  U.  States  bank  154; 
of  United  States  160;  of  in  Great  Britain  161;  of  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  U.  States  bank  excepted 
169;  refusal  of  to  accept  relief  bill  187;  Lockhart  vs. 
the  of  United  States  188,  South  Carolina  on  national 
189;  of  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  notes,  a nation- 
al 192;  report  from  investigating  committee  on  affairs 
of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  report  of  the 
U.  S.  b.  of  Pa.  resolutions,  &c.  201,  202,  203,  204;  rob- 
bery of  the  of  Frederick  county,  president  of  Frank- 
fort arrested,  Union  of  Mississippi  voted  to  wind  up 
affairs,  the  of  Louisiana  offers  reward  for  apprehen- 
sion of  teller,  notes  of  the  of  Michigan  not  received 
by  auditor  general,  suicide  of  J.  L.  Moore,  guilty  of 
frauds,  stock  of  the  Pennsylvania  208;  state  of  in 
Georgia  215;  224;  petition  for  re-charter  of  Washing- 
ton, Mr.  Clay’s  remarks  on  and  resolution  concerning, 
debate  on,  resolution  proposing  a national  255;  resolu- 
tions of  New  York  chamber  of  commerce  on  nation- 
al; suit  against  Biddle  directed  256;  report  of  commit- 
tee for  national  258,  259;  Wheeling  notes  refused 
262;  plan  of  fiscal  for  United  States  submitted  to  the 
senate  282;  petitions  from  the  Union  of  Georgetown 
283;  memorials  from  Patriotic  and  Alexandria  referred 
284;  memorial  of  chamber  of  commerce  for  national 
284;  robbery  of  the  of  Frederick  county  238;  peti- 
tion for  a national  presented  to  United  States  senate 
293;  bill  for  revival  of  certain  discussed,  engrossed 
and  recommitted  294;  ib.  debated  295;  a national  de- 
bated ib.;  amendment  to  fiscal,  debated  296;  petition 
of  New  York  for  national  ib.;  debate  on  fiscal  and 
Mr.  Bayard’s  substitute  296;  debate  resumed  297;  reso- 
lution of  enquiry  relative  to  passed  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 299;  a fiscal  considered  in  United  States 
senate  314,  315,  316;  bill  to  revive  the  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  reported  with  amendments  in  United  Sta'es 
Senate  316;  board  of  trade  of  New  York  petition  for 
331;  amendments  to  bill  for  and  laid  on  table  332;  bill 
to  incorporate  a fiscal  referred  to  committee  of  whole 
335;  to  continue  corporate  existence  of  in  District  of 
Columbia  335;  robberies  of  336;  bill  for  fiscal  consid- 
ered, amendments  proposed  346,  347;  bill  for  fiscal 
passed  United  States  senate  349;  renewal  of  charters 
of  considered  ib;  bill  for  in  house  of  representatives  of 
United  States,  referred  to  committee  of  whole  351;  re- 
marks on  passage  of  bill  for  fiscal  35S;  for  extension  of 
charters  of  district  engrossed  363;  bill  for  fiscal  passed 
366,  367,  368;  foreign  368;  bill  creating  a fiscal  sent  to 
president  369;  debate  on  bill  for  chartering  371,  372, 
373,  374,  375,  376,  377;  debate  on  proceedings  of  Vir- 
ginians relative  to  377;  bill  to  continue  in  force  char- 
ter of  the  of  District  of  Columbia  passed  senate  378; 
memorials  on  3S0;  debated  in  house  of  representa- 
tives 380;  bill  for  national  reported  in  house  of  re- 
presentatives and  passed  381;  title  of  bill  for  ib; 
District  383;  of  South  Carolina  384;  proceedings  of 
meeting  in  Portsmouth,  Va.  on,  in  United  States  sen- 
ate 393;  proceedings  of  citizens  of  Buckingham  county 
on,  presented  in  senate  ib;  president’s  veto  on  charter 
for  fiscal  of  United  States  393,  391;  consideration  of 
veto  message  postponed  395;  debates  on  ib;  bill  for 
fiscal  finally  rejected  396;  resolutions  of  meetings  on 
fiscal  of  United  States  presented  to  hnuse  of  representa- 
tives, resolutions  of  meetings  in  Ohio  ori  incorporation 
of  national  397;  James  Robinson’s  appointment  to 
presidency  of  the  U.  S.  bank  of  Pa.  400;  Mr.  Clay’s  re- 
marks on  veto  403;  Mr.  Wise  on  fiscal  of  Uniled 
States  406;  amendments  of  house  to  District  bill  con- 


curred in  by  United  States  senate  410;  proceedings  of 
meeting  in  Virginia  on,  and  Ohio  412,  413;  bill  to  in- 
corpoiate  subscribers  to  fiscal  of  corporation  passed 
house  of  representatives  414,  robbery  416 

Bankrupt  bill — Mr.  Clay  declares  it  unconstitutional 
to  include  banks  in  the  compulsatory  process  7;  law  of 
in  Wisconsin  71;  petitions  of  New  York  for  238;  peti- 
tions for  266,  281;  petition  for  law  282,  283;  petitions 
concerning  294;  bill  introduced  in  United  States  senate 
establishing  uniform  system  of  266;  bill  reported  295, 
296;  resolution  in  relation  to  adopted  in  house  of  re- 
presentatives 300;  petitions  and  resolutions  for  referred 
to  committee  on  judiciary  301;  communication  and  pe- 
tition 302;  petitions  for  presented  330,  331;  passage  of 
bill  in  house  of  representatives  announced  to  senate  395; 
vote  on  amendments  in  senate  ib.  resolution  and  debate 
in  house  of  representatives  on  335,  345,  396;  reported 
as  amended  in  U.  S.  senate,  engrossed  and  passed  346; 
referred  to  house  of  representatives  350;  motion  to  print 
extra  copies  rejected  366,  382,  396,  397,  ib;  398;  question 
on  final  passage  in  house  of  representatives  398,  412 
Bankrupt  law — petitions  relative  to  331,  334,  351,643; 
bill  for  uniform  ordered  to  be  printed  366,  383;  pe 
titions  for  from  Saratoga  397;  resolution  on  signed  398* 
remonstrance  against  410,  411;  petitioners  to  414 

Bankruptcies,  of  England,  of  Paris  128 

Barbour  James,  when  minister  to  Great  Britain  210 
Barbour,  Judge,  funeral  ceremonies  of  7;  death  an- 
nounced in  house  of  representatives  13;  character  of  16 
Barclay,  capt.,  English  pedestrian,  arrival  of  176 

Barclay,  Mr.  novel  mission  of  to  Africa  145 

Barnard,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Barrow,  Mr.  of  Louisiana,  in  United  States  sen- 
ate 218 

Barrow,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana,  qualified  as  Uni- 
ted States  senator  46 

Barton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Bates,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  in  United  States  sen- 
ate 218 

Bates,  Mr.  7 

Batture  case  189 

Baudin,  vice  admiral  368 

Bavaria,  army  of  192 

Bayard,  Mr.  of  Delaware,  in  U.  States  senate  213 
Bealle,  Mr.,  elected  assistant  doorkeeper  238 

Bee  business  352 

Beet  paper  416 

Beet  root  sugar  48 

Bell,  capt.,  sword  delivered  to  deputy  of  16 

Bell,  J.,  see  war  department 

Benton,  Mr  of  Missouri,  in  United  States  senate 
218;  motion  of  enquiry  into  treasury  department  221 
Berrien,  J.  McPherson,  of  Georgia,  qualified  as  Uni- 
ted States  senator  46;  in  United  States  senate  218 

Bethune,  Rev.  Dr.  and  lady,  sail  for  Mediterranean 

224 

Bible  society  delegates  to  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  32 

Biddle,  N.,  32;  letter  from  on  United  States  bank 
122,  123,  154.  155,  156.  157,  158;  suit  against  358 

Bidlaek,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United’Staies  221 

Binney,  Mr.,  letter  from  on  United  States  Bank  122 
Biography,  of  James  Monroe  304 

Birds,  number  sent  to  national  institute  196 

Birdseye,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Bishops,  appointments  of  16 

Blackman,  E.,  death  of  336 

Blair,  Mr.,  ol  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Blair  & Rives,  resolution  of  dismission  as  printers  to 
congress  46;  letter  from  to  United  Stales  senate  47 
Boardman,  Mr.,  ol  Connecticut,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221 

Bodisco,  M.  A.  de,  Russian  minister,  address  of  to 
president  Harrison  of  United  States  31;  address  of  to 
president  Tyler  130 

Bonaparte,  Joseph,  popularity  of 43;  illness  of  129 
Bone-business  272 

Booth,  James,  appointed  chiefjuslice  ofDelnware  71 
Borden,  Mr.,  ot  Massachusetts,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Boston — ice  trade  in  80;  proceedings  of  relative  to 
president  Harrison’s  death  101;  wealth,  taxation  128; 
anniversary  of  artillery  of  256;  directory  352 

Boston  and  Lowell  railroad,  harbor  48;  port  ol  160 
Botfs,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  United  States  221 

Boundary — between  United  States  and  Texas,  north 
eastern  225;  completion  of  337;  troubles  3S4;  difficul- 
ties 55;  see  104 

Bouquet,  French  416 

Bounty,  on  silk  208 

Boyd,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Brace,  inaj.,  a Swede,  enters  Turkish  service  162 
Branch  mint,  petitions  from  Georgia  relative  to  238 
Brazil — slavery  in  146;  minister  to,  expiration  of 
treaty  with  369 

Breadstuff  416 

Breadstuff's,  product  of  in  United  States  147 

Brewster,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  221 

Bribery  400 

Bridge  of  Marizza,  falling  of  195 

Briggs,  Mr.,  ol  Massachusetts,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  t lie  United  States  221 

British  outrage  128;  cloths,  abstract  of  128 


Brockway,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221 

Bronson,  Mr.,  of  Maine,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Brooks,  A.  T.,  law  in  trial  of  2S4 

Brooklyn,  proceedings  of,  relative  to  gen.  Harrison’s 
death  100;  elections  in  105;  change  in  command  at 
navy  yard  of  196 

Brown,  C.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  United  States  221 

Brown  J , of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives United  States  221 

Browne,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Brown,  Mr.  of  Tennessee,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Buchanan,  Mr.,  remarks  on  correspondence  rela- 
tive to  northeastern  boundary  question  8;  appeared  in 
United  States  Senate  218;  on  motion  to  print  presi- 
dent’s message  221 

Bunker-hill  monument  208 

Burglars,  arrested  176 

Burke,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221 

Burnet,  judge,  emotion  on  declining  to  deliver  eulo- 
gy on  gen.  Harrison’s  death  114 

Burt’s,  patent  solar  compass  131 

Butler,  S.  H.,  of  South  Carolina,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Butler,  VV  , of  South  Carolina,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Butler,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  Stales  221 

Butler,  B.  F.,  letter  from  to  collector  of  New  York 
20;  resignation  of  32 

Butter  320 


Cabinet,  the  new  18 

Cairo,  favorable  location  for  112 

California,  coasting  trade  in,  drought  in,  fires,  de- 
struction of  cattle  ’ 178 

Caldwell,  Mr.  of  North  Carolina,  member  of  house 
of  rep.  United  States  221 

Caldwell,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina,  member  of  house 
of  rep.  U.  S.  221 

Calhoun,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221 

Calhoun,  Dr.  Samuel,  death  of  112 

Calhoun,  J.  C.  visit  and  abstract  of  speech  by  214; 
in  United  States  senate  21S;  on  message  to  president 
of  United  States  21S 

Call,  gov.  joy  at  election  of,  in  Florida  132 

Campbell,  T.  J.  ot  Tennessee,  member  of  house  of 
rep.  U.  S.  221 

Campbell,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  U.  S.  221 

Campbell.  W.  B.  of  Tennessee,  member  ofhouse  of 
§ep.  of  United  States  221 

Canada — election  riots  in  66;  result  of  elections  in, 
riot  at  Toronto,  adjournment  of  New  Brunswick  legis- 
lature, address  of  speaker  on  that  occasion  83;  fall  of 
part  of  Cape  Diamond  195;  policy  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards 369,  334 

Canals — of  Indiana  40;  across  the  Isthmus  of  Pana- 
ma 48;  navigation  64;  the  Morris  70;  the  Tidewater 
80;  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  89,  112;  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  120;  the  New  York  entirely  navigable  144; 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  160;  of  Ohio  172;  trade  by 
176;  on  appropriations  for  166,  167;  statistics  of,  in 
Pennsylvania  188;  commerce  of  Cleveland  190;  New 
Haven  and  Northampton,  breach  in  the  Erie  212;  of 
New  York  304;  of  New  York  400 

Candia,  account  of  insurrection  290,  323 

Caroline,  seizure  of  the,  account  ol  135, 136;  account 
of  burning  ot,  by  colored  man  in  London  177 

Caruthers,  Mr.  of  Tennessee,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  ot  U.  S.  _ 221 

Caster  oil,  manufactured  in  Illinois  400 

Cathedral  catholic  90 

Catholic  bishops  224 

Cattle,  sale  of  224 

Cary,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  house  of  rep.  United 
States  221 

Censors,  whigs  elected  for,  of  Vermont  131 

Census — of  New  Brunswick,  of  United  States  80; 
of  Illinois  121;  returns  of  the  new  163;  of  Ohio  172; 
of  New  Jersey  187;  of  Arkansas  197;  of  Lockport  224; 
of  Saint  Petersburg!)  ib.;  of  Sandwich  Islands  225; 
table  of  the,  of  the  United  States  273;  abstract  of 
aggregate  presented  to  United  States  Senate  295;  com- 
munication on,  in  house  of  representatives  of  U.  States 
3u2;  to  extend  time  for  taking  in  Louisiana  and  Ken- 
tucky 331,  334;  bill  on,  referred  to  select  committee  of 
house  of  rep.  350;  names  of  committee  ib.;  bill  reported 
365,  3S1,  4 13; Amended  and  passed  house  of  represen- 
tatives 415 

Central  America  101 

Chacon,  George,  vice  consul  for  Spain  at  Philadelphia 

51 

Change  of  administration,  gov.  Ellsworth  on  198 
Chambers,  col.  J.  of  Kentucky,  appointed  gov.  of 
Iowa  66;  estimation  of,  by  gen.  Plarrison  84;  last  scene 
in  reference  to  funeral  ol  president  114 

Champagne  wine  . 400 

Charleston,  S.  Carolina,  resolution  passed  by  citizens 
of,  in  behalf  ot  Mrs.  Harrison  284 

Charleston,  Massachusetts,  proceedings  of,  relative  to 
demise  of  president  Harrison  101 

Cheap  bread,  &c.  cries  for,  in  England  240 

Chemical  and  dye-stuffs,  manufacturers  memorial  in 
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Lin  395;  memorial  on,  ordered  to  bo  printed  411 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  89 

Childs,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  U.  S.  221 

China — negotiation  with,  not  concluded,  gloomy  ap- 
prehensions, Keshan  succeeds  commissioner  Lin  in 
Canton,  admiral  Elliott  at.  Chusan,  deaths  of  British 
troops  at,  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  against,  Lin’s 
memorial  to  emperor  of  18;  examination  of  gov.  Lin, 
seizures  by,  Keshen.  the  statesman,  imperial  commis- 
sion to  settle  matters,  Dr.  Parker’s  letter  on  affairs  of  50; 
shuffling  and  delay  of,  admiral  Elliott’s  circular,  arrival 
atTongkoo,  fire  on  boat  82;  Stanton  liberated,  Keshen’s 
proceedings 83;  proceedings  in  145;  final  settlement  of 
differences  with  Great  Britain,  attack  on  Bogue  forts, 
losses  by,  estimated,  Tycocktow  fort  taken,  attack  of 
junks  in  Anson’s  Bay,  arrangements  of  treaty  between, 
and  Great  Britain,  particulars  of  treaty,  Eliott's  mani- 
festo, withdrawal  of  forces  from  Bogue,  Hongkong 
taken  possession  of,  opium  trade,  tea  crops  1G2;  silk  163; 
population  and  army  of  192;  disposition  to  procrastinate, 
trade  suspended  with,  col.  sir  H.  Pettinger  supercedes 
Mr.  Elliott  209;  capture  of  Bogue  forts  and  Canton  by- 
British,  Chusan  given  up  to  Chinese,  proclamation  of 
chief  superintendent  258;  ancient  temperature  of  272; 
commissioner  to  304;  captain  Elliott  at  Canton,  sir  H. 
Gough  commander-in-chief  of  land  forces  in,  loss  of, 
in  various  engagements,  British  armament  against  323; 
proclamation  it.;  Canton  in  possession  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 369;  trade  open,  American  ships  in,  teas,  silks, 
Elliott’s  circular  in  385;  teas  354 

Chinn,  Y.  W.  appointed  president  board  of  public 
works  (Lou.)  256 

Chittenden,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of 
rep.  Uniled  States  221 

Chitty,  Mr.  lawyer,  death  of  112 

Chloride  of  lime,  duty  asked  on  392 

Choate,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  in  United  States  se- 
nate 218 

Choate,  the  lion.  Rufus,  of  Massachusetts,  United 
States  senate  7 

Choctaw  reservations,  hill  engrossed  in  senate  7 
Cincinnati,  lot  purchased  for  catholic  cathedral  in  90; 
annual  exports  of  160;  proceedings  of,  on  hearing  of  the 
death  of  president  Harrison  102 

Circular  from  department  of  state  51 

Claims,  chairman  of  committee  on  221 

Clarke,  W.  G.  death  and  sketch  of  character  256 
Clarke,  S.  N.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  U nited  S tates  221 

Clarke,  J-  C.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives ofUnited  States  221 

Clarke,  Mr.  elected  clerk  to  house  of  representatives 
of  United  States  223 

Claxton,  commodore,  death  of  211 

Clay — Mr.  on  position  relative  to  British  affairs  8;  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Gu filbert  9;  on  rights  of  citizens  children  born 
abroad  7;  reconciliation  with  Mr.  King  47;  health  of 
64;  debate  on  prospective  pre-emption  91,  95;  reaches 
home  112:  in  United  States  senate  218;  on  motion  to 
print  president’s  message,  chairman  of  committee  on 
finance  221;  on  bank,  on  business  to  be  transacted  of 
extra  session  232;  speech  of,  on  executive  message  ve- 
toing bank  bill  403 

Clayton,  Mr.  of  Delaware,  of  United  States  senate 

218 

Clayton,  J.  M.  rumor  of  appointment  of  179 

Clerk,  on  election  of  in  house  of  representatives  222 
Cleveland,  commerce  of  272 

Clifford,  Mr.  of  Maine,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Cloth,  new  species  32 

Goal— American,  quality  imported,  duty  of  Great 
Britain  96;  and  on  United  States  160,  192;  market  of 
anthracite  304. .320;  in  Turkey  352 

Coast,  proviso  on  appropriations  for  continuing  sur- 
vey of  10;  Mexican  11;  resolutions  relative  to  survey  of 
the,  ofUnited  States  adopted  in  house  of  representa- 
tives 300 

Coddington,  Mr.  postmaster  of  New  York,  resigned 

32 

Coffee,  production  of,  in  the  world  385 

Coffee,  memorial  relative  to  imports  of  410 

Goles,  Mr.  member  of  house  of  representatives  of 
United  States  221 

Collectors  of  customs,  appointments  of  273 

Collector  of  New  York,  resignation  of,  and  nomina- 
tion for  new,  correspondence,  &c.  20 

Colohization  society  (American)  receipts  of  80;  anni- 
versary of  the  New  York  205;  receipts  of  treasury  of 

336 

Colonization  society,  contributions  to  416 

Colonization  convention,  of  Maryland,  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  227 

Colsson,  C.  Z.  reward  offered  for  apprehension  of208 
Commerce,  (see  trade),  statement  of  quarter  annual 
arrivals  in  certain  ports  1 17;  restrictive  system  of  Great 
Britain  139;  treaty  of,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Texas  177;  letter  on  relations  ofUnited  States  and 
Great  Britain  179;  of  Quebec  208;  chairman  of  com- 
mittee on  221;  president’s  message  relative  to,  submitted 
to  committee  on  215;  imports  and  exports  of  United 
States  tonnage,  shipping  274;  statement  and  table  355; 
communication  from  French  minister  relative  to,  re- 
ceived by  house  of  representatives  367;.on  335;  between 
Great  Britain  and  United  States  401 

Commercial  houses  of  New  York  187 

Commissioners,  investigation  by  179;  houses  ofNew 
York  187 

Committee — joint,  wait  on  president  to  inform  him 
* of  quorum  of  two  houses  in  congress  assembled, 


amendment  proposed,  rejected  218;  appointed  in  house 
of  representatives  relative  to  gen.  Harrison’s  death  223; 
standing,  of  senate  237;  standing,  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 239;  on  appointment  of  standing  271;  select, 
of  house  of  representatives  297;  members  of  select,  on 
message  of  president  relative  to  removal  of  general 
Harrison’s  remains  300;  of-a,  of  management  for  gen. 
Macomb’s  funeral  301;  time  for  debate  in,  of  whole 
limited  367 

Cone,  Rev.  Mr.  on  union  226 

Congress — the  next  16;  adjournment  resolution, 
speaker’s  address  30;  list  of  acts  passed  31;  extra  ses- 
sion called  33;  adjournment  of  senate  47;  members  of, 
in  attendance  on  gen.  Harrison’s  funeral  98;  elections 
192;  twenty-seventh,  list  of  members  of,  rates  of  repre- 
sentation in  195;  first  session  of  twenty-seventh  218; 
business  of  416;  abstract  of  proceedings  of  336;  notice 
of  proceedings  in  385;  debate  on  arrest  of  disorderly 
person  in  senate  394 

Congreve  rockets  207 

Conkle,  Judge,  memorial  of,  in  house  of  representa- 
tives 29 

Connecticut — foreign  trade  and  commerce  of,  school 
fund  22;  election  in  96,  105;  rate  of  interest  and  pu- 
nishment for  usury  in  117;  table  of  elections  in  128; 
election  of  governor  131;  state  military  convention  in 
166;  annual  session  of  legislature,  clerks  chosen  beyond 
its  own  body,  gov.  Ellsworth’s  message,  financial  con- 
dition, official  canvass  186;  speech  of  gov.  Ellsworth  to 
legislature  of  198,  199,  200;  state  prison  report  211; 
New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal;  model  state  212; 
resolutions  of  legislature  of,  on  sub-treasury,  protective 
tariff,  public  lands  and  amendment  of  constitution,  pre- 
sented to  United  States  senate  294 

Consecration  of  bishop  43 

Constitution,  (of  U.  States),  relative  to  presidential 
election  87,  SS;  prayer  of  Maine  for  amendment  to  293 
Consuls,  recognized  146 

Consuls  195 

Consular,  recognition  225 

Contest  for  trade  333 

Contested  elections,  by  W.  Smith  239,  301,  302  381 

333 

Contingent  expenses,  chairman  of  committee  on  221 
Contingent  fund,  resolution  in  senate  to  make  certain 
payments  from  the  6 

Contractors,  on  public  buildings,  Mr.  Benton’s  reso- 
lutions relative  to,  adopted  345 

Controversy,  communication  relative  to  the,  of  New 
York  and  Virginia  150;  reply  to  151 

Convention,  (business)  128;  on  boundary  question 
signed  146;  on  business,  called  188;  Episcopal  in  Alex- 
andria, (Virginia),  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  214 
Cooper,  Mr.  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  U.  States  221 

Copper,  American  96;  in  Michigan  224 

Cupan,  ruins  of  191 

Copy-right  224 

Corn  141;  laws  on  in  England  224,  225,  360 

Corn  laws,  on  307;  petitions  328 

Correction,  of  error  in  journal  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives 412 

Correspondence — between  Jesse  Hoyt  and  B.  F-  But- 
ler 20;  between  Van  Buren  and  various  public  men  at 
Washington  36;  from  T.  Jefferson  37;  Dr.  Parker’s  let- 
ter on  Chinese  difficulties  50;  between  Van  Buren  and 
Missouri  52;  between  New  York  and  Virginia  on  fugi- 
tives 55;  Guizot’s  to  American  committee  who  solicit 
his  portrait  to  be  taken  65;  Webster  on  slavery  67;  be- 
tween Messrs.  Cuthbert  and  Webster  104;  from  gov. 
Tyler  to  col.  Robinson  115;  of  John  Quincy  Adams  on 
L’Amistad  116;  on  United  States  bank  122,  123,  124, 
136,  137,  138,  139;  between  Virginia  and  New  York 
150,  151;  between  Israelites  and  president  Tyler  179; 
doctiniements  of,  between  sec.  of  state  and  minister  ot 
G.  Britain  209;  between  Ironsides  club  and  com.  Stuart 
215;  from  minister  at  London  to  sec.  of  state  on  news 
ot  president  Harrison’s  death  225;  between  Messrs. 
Fox  and  Webster  229,  230,  231, 232;  relative  to  removal 
of  gen.  Harrison’s  remains  299;  in  relation  to  return  of 
Mediterranean  squadron  305,  306,  307;  of  gov.  M'Nutt 
with  bondholders  in  Amsterdam  388 

Cotton  16,  48;  promotion  of  cultivation  of,  in  East 

Indies  53,  64,  112,  128;  on  the  crop  of  130;  on  culture  of 
ib.,  144;  market  at  Liverpool  176,  192;  sales  of  208,  224 
256,  272,  336,  352,  368, 400 
Cotton  304,  320 

Counterfeits  64, 256 

Court  martial,  naval  240 

Courts — bill  reported  for  amending  act  to  establish 
the  judicial,  of  the  United  States,  and  engrossed,  hill  re- 
ported to  re-organize  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  United 
States  and  amendments  offered,  hill  engrossed  7;  bill 
to  amend,  &c.  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial  of,  United 
States  passed  and  returned  to  senate,  decision  of  su- 
preme, in  Amistad  case  32;  decision  relative  to  bank 
notes  ib.;  to  mortgages  ib.;  opinion  of  supreme,  of  U. 
S.  on  L’ Amistad  case  40,  41,  42;  decision  of,  relative 
to  steamboat  movements  48;  decision  on  admissibility 
of  printed  copies  of  English  acts  of  parliament  as  evi- 
dence 96;  case  establishing  Nicbulson  court  of  pleas  16; 
decision  relative  to  the  issues  80;  on  legacy  ib.;  decision 
in  casr  of  injury  received  144;  suit  tried  in,  relative  to 
wool  160;  religious  test  required  by  superior,  of  Georgia 
172;  decision  on  check  in  bank  188;  oil  lottery  case  ib.; 
decision  on  right  to  be  witness  with  reference  to  creed 
189;  decision  on  selling  convicts,  batture  case  decided 
by  189;  decision  on  slavery  in  the,  of  Ohio  206;  supreme 
on  McLeod’s  case  208;  trial  in  western  court  in  negro 
case  224;  decision  of  supreme,  of  New  York  on  Mc- 
Leod’s case  305;  opinion  of  supreme,  ofNew  York  in 


McLeod’s  case  324,  325,  326,  327,  323,  329,  330; 
slave  case  in  352;  decision  on  banks  by,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina 384 

Cowen,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  member  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  United  States  221 

Cowperthvvnite,  J.  letter  from, on  United  States  bank 
123;  (see  bank). 

Crane’s,  patent  clock  334 

Cranston.  Mr.  Rhode  Island,  member  li.  of  represen- 
tatives of  United  States  221 

Cravens,  Mr.  of  Indiana,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Crawford,  Joel,  on  state  credit  55 

Crawford,  T.  H.  notice  from  office  of  Indian  affairs 
by  88 

Criminal  code,  of  Alabama  189 

Crittenden,  Mr.  (attorney  general  of  United  States,) 
proceeds  to  Lockport  36;  returns  to  Washington  66; 
announcement  of  president's  death  and  arrangement 
for  funeral  bv  85;  visit  to  Kentucky  104 

Crops  ' 176,  240,  256,  304,  400 

Cross,  Mr.  of  Arkansas,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Croton  aqueduct  ’ 64 

Cuba,  troops  for  146;  ex-governor  of  224;  exports  of 
wealth  of  288 

Culture  of  wheat  207 

Currency,  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  on  president’s  message 
relative  to  221;  112,  224;  report  on,  in  U.  S.  senate  294; 
American  institute  report  on  359,  360 

Curry,  R.  F.  convicted  of  forgery  224 

Cushing,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  member  of  bouse  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Cuthbert,  Mr.  debate  by  8;  letters  from,  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster 104 

D. 

Daguerreotype,  further  discoveries  of  112 

Damages  176 

Dangerfield,  W.  H.,  illness  of  208 

Daniel,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Darmes,  ’rial  of.  and  sentence  of  death  executed  257 
Davis,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives ofUnited  States  221 

Davis,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Davis,  hon.  J. , resignation  of  office  of  district  judge 
of  Massachusetts  305 

Davis,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  message  37 
Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Dayton,  W.  L.,  associate  judge  of  supreme  court  of 
New  Jersey,  resigned  22 

Deaf  mutes,  ofi  Connecticut  200 

Dead  letter  office  256 

Death —of  judge  Barbour,  R.  M.  Menifee  16;  James 
D.  Westcott  32,  64;  capt.  W.  B.  Davidson  68;  in  Lon- 
don 80;  Sir  S.  F.  Whitting’nam,  William  Henry  Har- 
rison S3;  James  Ronaldson,  Herman  LeRoy  96;  pur- 
ser Algernon  Worth  104;  Frederick  Wilkinson,  Benj. 
Drake,  Samuel  Calhoun,  Mr.  Chitty  112;  Mr.  R. 
Houghton,  W.  Ladd  128;  lieu t.  Woodruff  131,  144; 
capt.  Fanning  144;  lieut.  Lyne  148;  of  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  160,  176;  Charles  Ogle  187;  gen.  Reid 
191,  192;  J.  L.  Moore,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  203; 
Florida,  particulars  of  the  of  com.  Claxton  211;  judge 
R.  Winn  224;  in  Baltimore  240;  W.  G.  Clarke  256;  in 
England  272,  238,  304,  320;  of  Choctaw  chief,  Joseph 
Strembeck  320;  Ezekiel  Blaekmarr,  R.  R.  Reid,  Dr. 
McNevin  336;  in  New  Orleans,  gen.  Dale  352,  384; 
400;  in  the  army  402,  416 

Deberry,  Mr.  of  North  Carolina,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  22L 

Debt,  of  Ohio  172 

Decision  of  courts,  see  courts 
Decree,  of  supreme  court  of  United  States  on  I*  A in- 
is tad  case  42 

Defalcation  368 

Degree  of  LL.  D.  conferred  on  rev.  G.  W.  Doane  16 

Delaware — resolutions  of  presented  to  United  States 
senate  relative  to  privileges  of  District  of  Columbia  7, 
banks  22;  surplus  revenue  56;  appointment  of  chief  jus- 
tice in,  of  commissioner  of  wrecks  in  71;  arrival  of  whale 
ship  in  80;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  of  usury  in 
117;  description  of  volume  of  laws  passed  in  214 
Delaware  breakwater,  memorial  from  Philadelphia 
chamber  of  commerce  relative  to  296 

Delaware  river,  memorial  in  relation  to  defence  of 

2S3 

Delaware  ship— 368;  visit  of  heads  of  departments 
and.  congressmen  to  3S6,  387 

Delirium  tremens  SO 

Denmark — arms  of  192;  treaty  of  with  Great  Britain 
and  Sweden  322 

Despatch  400 

Dewelyiti,  Mr.  United  States  consul  at  Salonica,  re- 
ported death  of  195 

Diamond  384 

Dickens,  Mr.  Asbury,  elected  secretary  of  senate  238 
Dickerson,  P.,  resignation  of  seat  in  congress  and  ap- 
pointment in  New  Jersey  announced  30 

Digest  of  patents  363, 367,  415 

Dimock,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Diplomatic  courtesy  20;  appointment  to  England,  to 
Texas  179;  ministers  to  England  210;  departures  337; 
minister  to  Brazil  369;  charge  d’affairsto  Denmark  335; 
consul  at  Cuba  imprisoned  ib 

Disbursing  agents,  circular  lo  83 

Disputed  territory  416 
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Distilleries — in  the  United  States  147;  statistics  of  150 
District  of  Columbia — resolutions  of  Delaware  rela- 
tive to  7;  bill  to  extend  bank  charters  of,  not  acted  on 
30;  petition  for  continuing  in  force  charter  of  bank  of 
281;  bill  for  continuing  in  force  charter  of  batiks  of, 
passed  senate  378;  bill  in  senate  amending  George- 
town charter  in  393;  resolutions  in  United  States  sen- 
ate relative  to  disturbances  in  galleries  of  senate,  &c. 
395;  laid  on  table  . 410 

Divorce,  law  of  in  Virginia  71 

Dixon,  B.  H.,  recognized  as  vice  consul  195 

Dixon  Henry,  account  of  the  burning  of  the  Caro- 
line by  . I77 

Dixon,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  United  States  sen- 
ate 218 

Doane,  rev.  G.  W.,  degree  conferred  on  16 

Doane,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  member  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  United  States  221 

Doctor  of  divinity,  degree  of  conferred  _ 112 

Documents,  contents  of  209;  accompanying  presi- 
dent’s message  229 

Doig,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Domestic  manufactures,  on  ....  225 

Donation,  to  Oakland  college,  Mississippi  132 

Drake,  Benjamin,  death  of  112 

Drawbacks,  bill  in  relation  to  duties  on  in  house  of 
representatives  364,  365 

Drayton,  col.  election  of  to  presidency  of  United 
States  bank 

Dubuque  settlers,  right  of  pre-emption  to,  hill  engros- 
sed in  senate  ‘ 

Duels,  relating  to  • 224 

Dunlap,  Thomas,  resigns  presidency  of  U.  S.  bank 
of  Pennsylvania  96;  letter  to  committee  of  stockholders 
of  United  States  bank  ^ 122,  173 

Duties — upon  articles  of  luxury  67;  on  tobacco  in 
Germany  339;  bill  reported  in  United  States  Senate  on 

378,  379 

Duvall,  judge,  sketch  of  208 

Dyer,  E.,  elected  sergeant-at-arms  46;  238 

Dyott,  Dr  , T.  W.,  pardoned  by  gov.  Porter  176 

E. 

East  Indies— pacific  18;  death  of  commander-in- 
chief of  Madras  army,  apprehension  for  Golconda 
transport,  sir  Lionel  Smith’s  proclamation  83;  colonel 
Wilson  killed  at  Kajuck,  Khybenries  defeated,  two 
English  officers  killed  209 

Earthquake,  at  Reggio,  (Italy!  112 

Education,  gov.  Ellsworth  on  200 

Edwards,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221 

Egbert,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  . 221 

Egypt — com.  Napier’s  arrival  in,  confirmed,  original 
treaty  offered,  claim  on  fleet  of  18;  military  coloniza- 
tion, intentions  relative  to  negro  slavery,  plague  at  Al- 
exandria 51;  Mehemet  Ali’s  return  from  Cairo,  ex-gov- 
ernor of  Damascus  liberated,  councils  in,  Bedouin 
troubles,  arrears  to  army  paid  off,  barrack  building  for 
sailors,  a marriage  on  the  tapis,  col.  Napier  sailed  for 
Syria,  storms,  rain,  Mehemet’s  resolve  towards  Tur- 
key, conscripts,  Gervise  Arabs  attack,  supply  of  corn 
stopped  by  162,-  difficulties  removed,  question  settled 
209;  crops  in,  arms  against  sultan  289;  col.  Napier  at 
Alexandria,  tribute  sent  to  Constantinople  401 

Eldridge,  Dr.  224 

Elections— states  not  yet  having  made  55,  128;  for 
governor  of  Connecticut  131;  in  Virginia  144;  deposi- 
tions of,  contested  of  Virginia  presented  to  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  350,  384;  returns  400; 
correction  of  previous  statement,  returns  416 

Elliott,  captain,  (of  British  navy)  sickness  of,  return 
to  England,  see  China  _ 83,  258 

Elliott,  rev.  Dr.,  consecrated  bishop  of  episcopal 
church  in  Savannah  48 

Elmer,  Daniel,  judge  of  supreme  court  of  New  Jer- 
sey 39 

Ellsworth,  governor,  speech  of  198 

Ellsler,  Fanny,  age  of  176,  240 

Emigrants — number  in  one  year  48,  112;  announce- 
ment of  for  United  States  176;  arrivals  of  in  New 
York  - 208 

Emigration — novel  inducement  offered  to  native  Af- 
ricans Tor  145, 240;  westward  368 

England — army  of  192;  see  Great  Britain. 

Engrossed  bills — committee  on  in  U.  S.  senate  221 
Errickson’s  propellers,  experiment  of  48 

Erie,  harbor  336 

Errata  273 

Error,  in  statement  of  state  expenses  273 

Espy,  Mr.,  reception  of  in  Paris  112;  return  of  to 
Philadelphia  144 

Esternazy,  prince,  possessions  of  224 

Exchange  32,  48,  80,  144,  160,  176, 224,  256,  288,  352, 

368,  400 

Exchequer  issues,  Mr.  Hamilton’s  plan  of,  presented 
to  house  of  representatives  of  United  States  301 

Executive — message  received  by  United  States  sen- 
ate, considered  283 

Expenditures — of  Kentucky,  to  November,  1840, 120; 
resolutions  to  appoint  committee  to  examine  the,  oi  offi- 
cers and  other  agents  _ 287 

Exploring  expedition,  sailing  of  128 

Explosion,  at  Syracuse  416 

Exports — table  of  the  of  wheat  and  flour  from  1790 
to  1840, 147;  of  Ohio  172;  between  Great  Britain,  Uni- 
ted States  and  France  401 

Express;  conveyance  of  president’s  message  225 


Extra  session  of  congress  33;  number  of  since  or- 
ganization of  government  48 

Extracts — on  Tyler’s  succession  to  presidential  chair 
88;  from  journal  of  Pennsylvania  legislature  on  relief 
bill  187;  from  geological  report  189 

Evans,  Mr.,  of  Maine,  appeared  in  attendance  in 
United  Slates  senate  21S;  qualified  46 

Eve,  Joseph,  of  Kentucky,  appointed  charge  to  Tex- 
as ' 179 

Everett,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Eyrie,  Manuel,  see  banks 

F. 

Factory  girls  416 

Fanning,  captain  E.  death  of  144 

Fasting  and  prayer,  day  of,  recommended  by  presi- 
dent 97 

Female  convicts,  act  of  New  York  legislature  rela- 
tive to  212 

Fenwick,  Benedict,  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on  112 
Ferris,  Mr.  ofNew  York,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Fessenden,  Mr.,  member  of  United  States  house  of 
representatives  221 

Festival  of  whig  editors  34 

Fiery  flying  serpent  320 

Fillmore,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  United  States  221 

Finances  of  Pennsylvania  56;  of  Massachusetts  70; 
of  New  Jersey  70;  of  Kentucky  120;  at  close  of  last 
administration  163;  of  New  York  166,  167,  168,  169; 
condition  of,  in  Connecticut  186:  chairman  of  commit- 
tee on  221;  Mr.  Clay  on  appropriations  for,  committee 
on,  for  present  congress  294;  report  of  secretary  of  trea- 
sury on,  ordered  to  be  printed  299;  report  of  committee 
on, on  duties,  in  senate  378;  bill  tepealing  sub  treasury 
referred  to  United  States  senate  committee  on  379 

Fines  and  recoveries,  bill  in  relation  to,  of  George 
Town  397;  signed  by  pres.  Tyler  412 

Fire  in  Georgia  Hrp at  Providence,  Pensacola  13;  in 
New  Alhana,  Indiana,  71;  in  St.  John’s,  New  Bruns- 
wick 80;  St.  Louis,  at  Galena  112,  144;  at  Antigua, 
New  York,  Bristol,  Charleston,  St.  Louis  176;  at  To- 
ronto 192;  LeGrange  destroyed  by  215;  in  New  York 
224,  304;  in  Alabama  336 

Firearms,  debate  on,  in  house  of  representatives  14 
Firman  of  Turkey  - 82 

Fiscal  agent,  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  relative  to  president’s 
message  in  relation  to  221;  treasurer’s  plan  of,  laid  be- 
fore house  of  representatives  and  referred  300— see  bank. 

Fiscal  bank,  heads  of  proposed  plan  submitted  to  se- 
nate 282,  see  bank,  consideration  of,  in  United  States 
senate  314,  315,  316;  vote  on  352 

Fiscal  corporation  bill,  passage  through  house  of  re- 
presentatives announced  to  United  Stales  senate  411; 
referred  to  committee  of  five  412 — see  bank. 

Fisheries,  of  Georgetown  160;  account  of  . 208 

Fisheries,  mackerel  _ 400 

Flat  boats,  receipts  of  produce  by,  in  Louisiana  19S 
Florida,  candidates  for  congress  in  22;  skirmish  with 
Indians  in  48;  militia  discharged  in  68;  Indians  cap- 
tured, melancholy  memorials,  col.  Harney’s  secoud  ex- 
pedition in  71;  description  thereof  72;  Indians  coming 
in,  colonel  Harney’s  return  from  the  Everglades,  num- 
ber of  Indians  in,  emigrant’s  letter  from  Fort  Brooke, 
further  Indian  particulars  90;  Indian  murders  in,  pursuit 
by  captain  Davidson,  Indians  surrender,  white  savages 
in  105;  rate  ofinlerest  in,  punishment  for  usury  in  117; 
governor  Call  elected;  letter  from, containing  description 
of  Wild  Cat  132;  Indian  murder  in  191;  gen.  Leigh 
Reed  shot  191,  debt  of  198;  Indians  murder  two  men 
211;  intelligence  from  320;  accounts  from  324,  336; 
congestive  fever  in  368;  bill  reported  for  provision  for 
suppressing  hostilities  in  3S3 

Flour,  interesting  statistics  of  147,  148;  prices  of  160, 
208,  224,  240,  272,  352,  368,  384 
—prices  16,  48.  64, 12S,  144,  176,  192,  288, 304,  320,  336 

400,416 

Floyd,  J.  G.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  United  States  221 

Floyd,  C.  A.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  United  States  221 

Follensbee,  Mr.  elected  doorkeeper  to  house  of  re- 
presentative? of  United  States  283 

Foreign  affairs,  resolutions  on  245;  on  Mr  Rives’ 
motion  on  president’s  message  relative  to  282;  motion 
adopted  233 

Foreign  evangelical  society,  anniversary  of  205 
Foreign  news — see  foreign  news  of  each  number. 
Foreign  relations,  remarks  on,  between  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  4;  Mr.  Everett's  remarks  on  58,221 
Foreign  representatives  now  in  Washington  34;  pre- 
sentation of  ...  130 

Foreign  trade,  amount  of  capital  invested  in,  in  New 
York  1S7,  192 

Forgery  224 

Fornanee,  Mr.  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221 

Fort  Washington,  fortification  of,  commenced  128 
Fortifications  352;  resolution  relative  to  information 
concerning  382;  bill  reported  in  senate  for  411 

Fortification  bill,  appropriations  for,  considered  319; 
referred  to  committee  on  military  affairs  331;  commit- 
tee of  whole  on  334;  passage  of,  and  copy  of  bill  337, 
338,  345;  amendments  to,  concurred  in,  further  consi- 
deration of  364;  engrossed  for  third  reading  365;  ap- 
propriations by  house  of  representatives  for  370;  passed 
senate  378;  engrossed  379;  amendments  ot  senate  read 
in  house  of  representatives,  and  with  amendments  of, 
committee  of  ways  and  means  on,  concurred  in  412; 


amendments  as  amended  engrossed  and  sent  to  senate 

413 

Fonvard,  Walter,  first  controller  of  the  treasury  S3 
Foster,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  United  States  22  L 

Fox,  Mr.  British  minister,  address  to  president  20 
France — fortifications  progressing,  agitation  among 
politicians,  fortification  bill  passed  17;  treaty  with  Bue- 
nos Ayres  ratified,  state  of  treasury  in,  inundation, 
gen.  Bugeaud,  Swiss  catholic  settlement  51;  Guizot’s 
portrait  to  be  taken  by  American  artist,  Guizot’s  letter 
to  American  committee  who  request  it  65;  trade  of, 
with  United  States  67;  opinion  ol,  relative  to  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain  104;  anarchical  movement  in 
113;  fortification  bill,  copy  right  bill  rejected,  military 
and  naval  power  of  129;  Guizot  on  negotiation  with 
Great  Britain,  vote  on  credits  161;  communication  by 
steam  in,  expenditures  in,  resources  of,  M.  Gouin’s 
statement  of  financial  affairs,  M.  Thier’s  reply  177; 
view  of  aspect  of  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and 
United  States  178;  arrival  in  Paris,  fortifications  com- 
menced 192;  army  statistics  ib.;  law  of  recruits,  pro- 
ject of  works,  M.  Piscatory,  M.  Guizot’s  application 
for  European  congress,  Darmes,  Texian  loan  242;  trial 
of  Darmes,  sentence  of  death  pronounced,  Considere 
acquitted,  Duclos  delivered  over  to  ordinary  tribunals 
257;  marshal  Soult  retires  from  ministry,  rumor  of  divi- 
sion of  Ottoman  empire,  arrest  of  Englishman,  French 
troops  successful  against  Arabs,  loaning,  cotton  mar- 
ket, &c.  289;  war  mania  rising,  duke  de  Nemours,  law 
authorising  steam  packets,  admiral  Lelande  at  head  of 
Mediterranean  fleet,  treaty  of  commere  with  Holland, 
charge  d’affaires  to  Buenos  Ayres  demands  his  recall, 
African  news  322;  baptism  of  count  de  Paris  385;  all 
parlies  sign  treaty  closing  Dardanelles,  census  of  doors 
and  windows,  three  days  anniversary,  Thoulouse,  en- 
gagements in  Africa,  imports  and  exports  of  401;  num- 
ber of  hospitals.in  416 

Franking  privilege,  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  on  30 

Frauds,  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to,  in  execution 
ol  Indian  treaties,  debate  on  282 

Frederick  county  bank,  robbery  of  203 

Free  trade  307 

French,  Rev.  Mr.  elected  chaplain  to  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  2S3 

Ircnch  spoliations,  resolutions  of  Massa,  relative  to, 
presented  to  United  States  senate  6;  memorial  from 
Pennsylvania  relative  to  283;  joint  resolution  of  Maine 
on,  presented  to  congress  293;  mercantile  marine  384 
Frontier  defence  53 

Fugitives,  question  on  55;  resolutions  of  Mississippi 
legislature  on  refusal  of  Maine  to  deliver  90;  slave  304 
Fulton.  Mr.  of  Arkansas,  in  United  States  senate  218 
Funeral,  arrangements  for  the,  of  gen.  Harrison  85; 
description  of  the  86,  87;  honors  to  gen.  Harrison  149 

150,  151 

Furs  385 

G. 

Gaines,  general,  predicament  of,  suit  of  in  Louisiana 
64;  Mrs.,  suit  of  206 

Galena,  wheat  exports  from  304 

Gales  & Seaton,  elected  public  printers  for  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  285 

Gamble,  Mr.,  of. Georgia,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Game  law,  passed  New  York  legislature  240 

Garland,  Hugh  A.,  clerk  of  house  of  representatives 
of  United  States,  organizes  house  221 

Gas  400 

Gas-light,  in  log-cabins  240 

Gates,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  • 221 

General  government,  gov.  Ellsworth  on  19S 

Geology,  ot  Virginia  188 

Georgia — sensation  in,  on  reception  of  president  Har- 
rison’s death  115;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for 
usury  in  117;  religious  test  in  172;  important  decision 
in  189;  Legrange  school  house  destroyed  by  fire’,  bank 
of  slate,  singular  state  of  affairsin  215 

Germ,  the  steam  vessel  240 

Germany — new  penal  code  considered,  duelling  laws 
161;  convention  of  customs  union  sigued  242;  gossip 

in  257 

Gerry,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives-of  United  States  221 

Gettysburg  contractors,  bill  granting  relief  to  in  Penn- 
sylvania 89 

Geuquetenango,  ruins  of  191 

Gibraltar,  light-house  at  195 

Giddings,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Gilmer,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Gilmer — governor  of  Virginia,  resignation  of  55;  let- 
ter to  legislature  69;  nomination  of  lor  congress  105 

Gipsey  wedding,  in  Spain  352 

Girard’s  will  64 

Glass,  memorial  in  United  States  senate  from  Pitts- 
burgh relative  to  412 

Goggin,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  Slates  221 

Gold,  produce  of  mines  in  United  Slates  4g 

Gonon,  Mons.,  memorial  of  on  telegraphs,  presented 
to  United  States  senate  363 

Goode,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  member  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  United  Stales  221 

Goode,  Mr , of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Gordon,  Mr.,  letter  from,  ordered  to  be  printed  395 

Governor  Fenner,  American  ship,  loss  of  49 


INDEX. 
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Graham,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  in  United  States 
senate  218 

Graham,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221;  notifies  of  bill 
to  repeal  sub-treasury  223 

Grapes  368 

Gratiot,  gpneral — bill  for  changing  place  of  trial  of, 
considered  331;  negatived  345 

Great  Britain — queen’s  decree  relative  to  introduc- 
tion of  prince  Albert’s  name  in  church  service,  illness 
of  duke  of  Wellington,  talk  on  reception  of  news  from 
•United  States  relative  to  McLeod,  prediction  of  The 
Times,  lord  Stanley’s  introduction  of  it  before  parlia- 
ment, lord  Palmerston’s  reply  to  questions  on  it,  lord 
Melbourne’s  replies,  further  debate  thereon,  American 
stocks,  Liverpool  cotton  market,  overland  mail  from 
India  17;  lord  John  Russel  on  reform  33;  notice  of 
American  suspension  of  specie  payments  in,  Morri- 
son’s bills  on  the  United  States  bank  accepted,  pacific 
news,  blustering  of  Liverpool  papers,  McLeod  excite- 
ment, rumor  of  French  mediation,  boundary  question, 
capture  of  the  Caroline,  trial  of  earl  of  Cardigan,  wes- 
tern railway  passengers,  Thames  tunnel,  governor  of 
New  Brunswick,  loss  of  the  Gov.  Fenner,  cotton  sales, 
corn  market  49;  crops  Dr.  Parker’s  letter  on  China  50; 
introduction  of  American  manufactures  in,  statistics 
of  London  post  office  65;  news  of  United  States  bank 
stopping  in;  Picken’s  report,  McLeod’s  indictment, 
excitement,  stock  exchange  lowered,  comments  of 
public  presses,  squadron  ordered  to  America,  infantry 
to  Halifax,  debate  in  house  of  commons,  American 
news  81;  panicon  news  of  United  States  bank  sus- 
pension, amount  of  stocks  held  in  Europe,  Liverpool 
cotton  market,  news  from  the  east  82;  outrage  by 
cruiser  88;  war  panic  subsides,  extracts  from  public 
journals  of,  four  war  ships,  consols,  money  market  96; 
queen’s  income  annually  112;  discussion  of  the  Mc- 
Leod question,  feverish  excitement  subsiding,  order 
for  Great  Western  to  sail  for  Halifax  countermanded; 
Mr.  Fox’s  despatches,  meeting  to  take  place  in  Glass- 
gow  relative  to  all  description  of  duties,  sir  William 
Parker  to  succeed  admiral  Elliott  113;  painful  anxiety 
for  steamer  President,  McLeod  case,  preparation  of  yvar 
steamers,  robbery  of  Windsor  castle,  rumor  of  China, 
Joseph  Bonaparte  ill,  corn  and  cotton  market  129;  on 
duties,  the  Sierra  Leone  agent,  novel  mission,  account 
of  unique  solemnity  at  Rome,  letter  from  China,  tyran- 
ny of  in  India  145;  President  steamer  not  heard  from, 
O’Connel  agitating  the  rtpeal  question,  anarchy  in 
Kilkenny,  sir  George  Arthur  in  London,  troops  ordered 
to  British  America,  lord  mayor’s  entertainment,  char- 
tists at  Liverpool,  rangership,  duke  of  Sussex,  commo- 
dore Napier,  war  panic  ceased,  money  market  sound, 
funds,  American  securities,  United  States  bank  pay- 
ments postponed,  renewed  confidence  in  states’  credit, 
dispute  with  China  settled,  corn  markets,  American 
funds,  United  States  bank  post  notes  161;  discussion 
on  treaty  with  Chinese  and  documents  relative  to,  lord 
Palmerston’s  appointment  with  merchants  163;  com- 
parative revenue  of,  account  of  burning  of  the  Caro- 
line from  London  Times,  basis  of  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Texas  177;  meeting  of  American  citizens  at 
Liverpool  in  consequence  of  president’s  death,  defeat 
of  ministry,  indisposition  of  prince  Albert,  sir  John 
Harvey  governor  of  Newfoundland,  cotton,  Irish  dis- 
turbances 192;  annunciation  of  purpose  to  bring  in 
bill  to  abolish  corn  law  monopoly,  lord  John  Russel  on 
corn  law  repeal,  amount  of  deficiency  in  budget,  duty 
on  colonial  timber,  on  sugar,  estimate  on  grain  duty, 
on  corn  duty,  excitement  in  parliament,  remarks  of 
chancellor  of  exchequer,  proposition  to  lay  tax  193; 
lord  Russel’s  reply,  duke  of  Wellington  on  failure  ot 
Chinese  expedition,  confession  of  two  Wallaces,  cost 
of  royal  nursery,  vessels  despatched  to  China,  satisfac- 
tion demanded  of  Chinese  for  insult  to  French  mis- 
sionary 194,  report  of  death  of  Mr.  Dewelyin,  United 
States  consul  at  Smyrna,  fall  of  bridge  at  Adrianople 
195;  despair  of  steamer  President,  debates  on  corn 
laws  and  other  financial  projects,  movement  with  re- 
gard to  riots  in  Canada,  editor  of  Tunes  dead,  Dublin 
petition  to  queen  to  visit,  lord  Fitzwilliam  on  corn  law, 
Scotch  enthusiasm  against  corn  law,  horrid  affair  at 
sea,  loss  of  the  William  Brown  209;  question  on  repeal 
of  corn  laws,  on  duties  on  foreign  sugar,  effects  there- 
of, free  trade  people,  duke  of  Wellington  opposed, let- 
ter from  London  205;  hope  of  steamer  President,  Lis- 
bon notices,  eastern  treaty  settled,  struggle  of  parties 
for  power,  vote  on  reduction  of  duties  on  sugar,  lord 
Russel  refuses  to  resign,  sir  Robert  Peel’s  resolutions, 
chartists,  steam  frigates,  queen’s  birth  day,  Joseph 
Buonaparte’s  arrival  in  241;  emigration,  corn  laws, 
money,  cotton  and  corn  market,  trade,  wheat  242; 
Bombay  and  Canton  papers,  Canton  captured  by,  in- 
surance of  President  steamer,  arrivals  at  Liverpool, 
debate  in  parliament  on  Peel’s  motion,  dissolution  of 
parliament,  trade  dull,  compromise  of  iron  company, 
captain  Fayer  257;  defeat  of  ministers,  vote  on  cen- 
sure of  ministers,  lord  J.  Russel  candidate  for  London, 
troops  to  be  sent  to  China,  consols,  death  of  earl  For- 
tescue,  vice  president  of  board  of  trade,  failures,  har- 
vest, crops,  cotton,  correspondence  of  New  York  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer,  American  stocks  in  289;  intempe- 
rance of  304:  crops,  trade,  money,  French  loan,  bullion, 
prorogation  of  parliament,  queen’s  speech,  election 
returns,  riot,  defeat  of  Mr.  Hume  321;  official  declara- 
tion of  polls,  ministerial  changes,  queen’s  new  council, 
arrivals  from  Belgium,  marriage  of  prince  Albert’s  bro- 
ther, failure,  steamer  lost,  markets  322;  epitome  of 
navy  ol  324;  election  returns  352;  crops,  rumors,  riots, 
peace  advocated,  sir  R-  Peel’s  speech  353,  354;  policy 
of  towards  Canada  367;  possess  Canton  t6;  move- 


ments of 370;  fall  of  consols,  failures,  new  parliament, 
O’Connell,  crops,  sir  RobertPeel’s  dinner,  lord  Russell’s 
address,  meeting  of  parliament,  new  ministry,  markets 
401;  imports  and  exports  of  401 

Greece,  Candia  in  arms  322 

Greene,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Greenough’s  statue  of  Washington  64,256;  Tyler’s 
letter  relative  to  367;  bill  reported  to  provide  for  placing 
statue  in  rotunda,  referred  to  committee  of  whole  397 
Greig,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  United  States  221 

Gubernatorial  nominations  240 

Guizot’s  portrait  and  letter  65 

Gurian  fortress,  Persia,  ceded  to  Great  Britain  161 
Gustine,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  121 

H. 

Habersham,  Mr.  of  Georgia,  member  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Hail  320 

Hall,  J.  C.,  M.  D.  consulting  physician  for  gen.  Har- 
rison 84 

Halsted,  Mr.  (house  rep.)  question  relative  to  eligibili- 
ty of  Linn  banks  by  221 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  plan  for  national  bank  sub- 
mitted to  United  States  from  411 

Hanover,  refusal  to  reduce  tolls  in  257 

Harbour,  resolution  relative  to  the,  of  Newcastle. 
Delaware  414 

Harlan,  gen.  J.  passenger  from  Havre  to  his  native 
city  Philadelphia  416 

Harney,  colonel,  second  expedition  of  71,  72;  return 
from  everglades  90 

Harper’s  Ferry  armory  104 

Harris,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Harrison,  gen.  W.  II.  president  of  the  United  States, 
inaugural  address  1;  letter  from,  to  United  States  se- 
nate relative  to  oath  of  office  9;  reply  of,  to  foreign  of- 
ficials respect  at  inauguration  20;  proclamation  calling 
extra  session  33;  reply  to  Russian  minister  34;  attacked 
with  pneumonia  66;  death  of,  last  words  of,  declaration 
of  death  of  by  cabinet  to  the  nation,  announcement  of 
death  ol  death  of,  from  Madisonian,  particulars  of  83; 
remarks  of  National  Intelligencer  on,  announcement 
of  by  opposition  papers,  family  of,  aids  of,  report  of  phy- 
sicians on  sickness  of,  letter  "to  Mr.  Tyler  announcing 
death  of  84;  arrangements  for  funeral  of,  general  orders 
from  war  and  navy  departments,  adjutant  gen’s  orders 
85;  respect  for  memory  of,  family  of,  scriptural  impres 
sions  of,  remarks  on  demise  of,  duty  of  congress  con. 
cerning,  representations  of  congress  in  attendance  at 
funeral  ot,  proceedings  of  Maryland,  on  death  of  98,  99; 
executive  proceedings  of  Virg.  on  death  of  99;  of  Penn. 
99.  100;  legislative  honor  to  memory  of,  in  New  York 
100;  proceedings  of  cities  of  Philadelphia,  Boston, 
Charleston,  and  Baltimore,  on  death  of  101;  of  Cincin- 
natti  and  Columbus  on  death  of,  remarks  of  public  jour- 
nals on  death  of  102,  103;  rumor  of  burning  of  residence 
of  112;  tributes  to  memory  of  113,  last  scene,  last  letter 
of,  incident  in  New  York  funeral  procession,  judge 
Burnet  on,  tributes  to,  funeral  procession  by  torch  light, 
tributes  to  114, 115;  funeral  honors  of  Baltimore  to  149; 
testimonials  of  respect  for  150;  memorial  of  Missouri 
legislature  to  173;  the  location  of  spot  to  deposit  the  re- 
mains of  179;  persons  to  take  charge  of  remains  of  208; 
proceedings  in  United  States  senate  on  part  of  presi- 
dent’s message  relative  to  death  of  221;  Mr.  Adams’ 
resolution  in  congress  relative  to  tribute  of  respect  to 
223;  committee  ot  senate  relative  to  Tyler’s  message 
concerning  287;  resolutions  relative  to  tribute  of  respect 
to  238;  h.  of  r.  on  bill  for  relief  of  widow  of239;  memorial 
of  Michigan  in  behalf  of  widow  of  283;  resolutions  of 
citizens  of  South  Carolina  in  behalf  of  widow  of,  pre- 
sented to  house  of  rep.  of  United  States  and  resolution 
thereon  284;  bill  for  relief  of  widow  of,  considered, 
in  house  of  representatives  287;  relative  to  remo- 
val of  remains  of,  &c.  294;  bill  passed  in  United  States 
senate  to  appropriate  $25,1)00  to,  concurrence  of  United 
Slates  senate  to  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  funeral 
solemnities  of  295;  correspondence  of  widow  of,  with 
president  Tyler  submitted  to  United  States  senate  296; 
bill  for  relief  of  widow  of,  considered  in  house  of  rep. 
297;  debated  and  passed  298;  correspondence  relative 
to  removal  of  remains  of  299;  report  and  resolutions 
of  select  committee  on  removal  of  remains  of  300,  301; 
correspondence  of  widow  of,  with  president  Tyler  302; 
final  ceremonies  of  interment  of  323;  funeral  expenses 
of,  referred  to  com.  of  ways  and  means  397;  bill  reported 
in  house  of  rep.  making  funeral  appropriation  412 

Harrodsburg,  anniversary  celebrated  at  304 

Harvard  College,  condition  of  304 

Hastings,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  member  of  house  of  rep.  of 
United  Slates  221 

Hats,  petition  for  duty  on  283 

Haugnton,  Richard,  death  of  128 

Haupt,  J.  H.  claims  to  presidency  by  288 

Havana,  resolution  of  inquiry  passed  house  of  rep. 
relative  to  despatches  from  consul  of  United  States  at 

299 

Hays,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  rep.  of 
United  States  221 

Healy,  Mr.  American  artist  to  take  Guizot’s  portrait 

6q 

Hemans,  Mrs.  compliment  to  288 

Henderson,  maj.  sword  delivered  to  16 

Henderson,  Mr.  of  Mississippi,  in  United  Slates  se- 
nate 218 


Henry,  Mr.  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
rep.  of  United  States  221 

Henry,  professor,  on  popular  rights  and  popular  will 

182 

Historical,  reminiscence  of  col.  Todd  88;  reminis- 
cences 182 

Hodge’s  steam  engine,  experiments  of  112 

Holmes,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina,  member  of  house  of 
rep.  of  United  States  221 

Home  mission  society,  anniversary  of  205 

Home  squadron,  report  on  expedience  of  appropria- 
tions for  303 

Home  squadron,  bill  for  support  of,  passed  house  of 
rep.  335;  report  on  339,  340,  341;  remarks  of  Mr.  King 
ot  Georgia  on  bill  for  appropriation  for  341,  342,  343; 
bill  in  senate  for  establishment  of  363 

Hong  Kong,  (China)  ceded  to  British  161,  176 
Hopkins,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  rep. 
of  United  States  221 

Hopson,  lieut.  N.  trial  and  acquittal  of  68 

Hospitals,  in  Europe  64 

Houck,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep. 
of  United  States  221 

House  of  commons,  number  of  members  of  336 
Houston,  number  of  burials  in  368 

Howard,  Mr.  of  Michigan,  member  of  house  of  rep. 
of  United  States  221 

Houston,  G.  S.  delegate  from  Alabama  300 

Hoyt,  Jesse,  collector  of  New  York,  conduct  of,  see 
collector  20;  resignation  accepted  21 

Hubbard,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  rep. 
of  United  States  221 

Hudson,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  member  of  house  of 
rep.  of  United  States  221 

Hughes,  John,  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on  112 
Huh,  Isaac,  minutes  of  proceedings  of  council,  &c. 
under  command  of  305 

Hundred  weight,  reduction  of  368 

Hunt,  Mr.  of  New  York,  member  of  house  of  rep.  of 
United  States  221 

Hunter,  Mr.  elected  assistant  doorkeeper  to  house  of 
rep.  of  United  States  283 

Huntington,  Mr.  of  Connecticut,  in  United  States 
senate  218;  on  joint  resolution  of  both  houses  relative 
to  message  to  president  218 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  speaker  of  house  of  rep.  resolution 
of  vote  of  thanks  to,  reply  of*  30 

Hunter,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  rep.  of 
United  States  221 

I. 

Ice— export  to  East  Indies  48;  recent  landing  of  in 
Calcutta  128;  mode  of  keeping  320 

Illinois — banks  suspend  22;  operation  of  suspension 
law  in,  Chicago  bank  re-established  40;  legislature  ad- 
journed, suspension  legalized,  rail  road  authorized  57; 
rate  of  interest  and  punishment  of  usury  in  117;  sta- 
tistics and  population  of  121;  state  credit  of  149;  iron 
in  416 

Imitation  64 

Implements,  of  war  360 

Imports— resolution  relative  to  in  United  States  se- 
nate 345,  of  Great  Britain,  United  States  and  France 

401,  416 

Improvements,  of  Pennsylvania  183 

Imprisonment,  for  debt  200 

Inaugural  address,  of  gen.  Harrison  1,2,  3,4 

Inauguration,  account  of  the  18;  address  in  New 
York,  incident  of  the  day  32;  incidents  of  34;  passen- 
gers to  43 

Incombustible  cloth  272 

Indiana — Noah  Noble  elected  fund  commissioner, 
state  debt  provisions,  crosscut  canal  bill  passed  22;  ad- 
journment of  legislature,  tax,  taxable  property,  income, 
execution  sales,  banking  resources,  ex-goverrior  Noble, 
road  and  canal  expenditures  40;  state  debt  57;  nomi- 
nation for  congress,  fire  in  71;  day  for  holding  congres- 
sional election  in  105;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment 
for  usury  in  117;  electionsin  176 

Indian  affairs— committee  to  enquire  into  expediency 
of  appropriations  for  removal  of  Wyandots,  memorial 
relaii\eto  Senaca  Indians 8;  amount  of  appropriations 
grained  15;  amendments  to  appropriations  for  Kicka- 
poos  considered  29;  passed  30;  massacre  of  Pawnees 
68;  commissioner’s  office  abolished  88;  see  Floiida  90; 
murders  by  of  Florida,  surrenders  of  in  Florida  105; 
hostilities  between  Choctaws  and  Kickapoos  120; 
VViskonsan  troubles  131;  express  from  fort  Snelling 
concerning  148;  Oncidas  migrate  179;  Sac  and  F,  x 
tribes  hold  a talk,  citizen  of  Florida  shot  by  191;  signs 
of  at  New  Smyrna,  mail  rider  killed  by,  death  of 
Maxey  Hadjo,  shipment  of  two  hundred  and  twenty, 
Coosa  Tnskenuggce,  Alluck  Tustenuggee  196;  Paw- 
nees 209,  210;  chairman  of  committee  on  221;  Oneidas, 
Senecas  226;  great  battle  of  360;  war  of  370;  Cooa- . 
coochee’s  band  surrender 370;  peace  between  385, '397  * 
Indian  ball  play  359 

Indian  corn  272 

Indian  treaties— resolution  on  inquiry  into  execu- 
tion of  282 

Indian  warrior,  death  of  a Choctaw  320 

Ingersoll,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house 
of  representatives  of  United  States  221;  moves  recon- 
sideration of  vote  on  striking  out  21st  rule  239 

Insane,  number  of  in  United  States  288 

Insane,  on  the,  of  Connecticut  200 

Insurrection  368,  384 

Intemperance,  in  Groat  Britain  304 

Intense  culd  50 
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Interest,  rates  of  in  the  different  stales  and  territo 
ries  l.U- 

Interesting  reminiscence  290 

Inventions  57,  80;  in  electro  magnetism  206;  new 
288;  Warner’s  . 360  361 

Investigation,  report  of  committee  of,  on  affairs  of 
U.  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania  105,  106,10/,  108,  109 
Iowa — bill  in  United  States  senate  relative  to  settlers 
in  engrossed  7;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for 
usury  in  121;  Indian  talk  in  191 

Iron — smelting  of  89;  statistics  of  160;  steamships 
208;  house  of  272;  rigging  320;  petition  to  house  of 
representatives  from  manufacturers  of  391;  in  Illinois 

416 

Irving,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Italy,  railroad  contemplated  in  257 

J. 

Jack,  Mr.,  r.f  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  ot 
representatives  of  United  Slates  221 

Jackson,  gen.,  health  of  64 

James,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Jay,  John,  of  New  York,  when  minister  to  Great 
Britain  210 

Jefferson,  T. — letter  from  37;  opinion  of  on  use  of 
ardent  spirits  80 

Jenifer,  Daniel,  declines  re-election  to  Congress  57 
Jews  U6 

Jewelry,  memorial  in  United  States  senate  relative 
to  increase  of  duties  on  393 

Johnson,  col.  R.  M. — politics  of  64;  candidate  for 
state  legislature  of  Kentucky  176 

Johnson,  Henry,  nominated  by  vvliigs  for  governor 
of  Louisiana  90 

Johnson,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  Slates  221 

Johnson,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Jones,  J.  C.,  nominated  for  gov.  of  Tennessee  40 
.Tones,  gen.  Roger,  sword  delivered  to  16 

Jones,  T.  Ap  Catesby,  sword  delivered  to  16 

Jones,  Walter,  major  general  of  militia  of  District  of 
Columbia,  order  of  on  funeral  arrangements  85 

Jones,  R.,  adj.  gen.,  general  orders  on  death  of  pre- 
sident Harrison  • 85 

Jones,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  United  States  221 

Jones,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  member  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  United  States  221 

Judgeship  352 

K. 

Keim,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Kennedy,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  member  of  house  of 
representatives  of  United  States  221 

Kennedy,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  member  of  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  United  States  221 

Kentucky — adjournment  of  legislature,  number  of 
acts  and  resolutions  passed  22;  change  of  time  in  for 
congressional  election  40;  time  of  congressional  elec- 
tion in  105;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury 
in  117;  public  works  of,  expenditures  and  finances 
120;  statistical  view  of,  slave  law  of-  121;  military  en- 
campment held  in,  pork  business  in  149;  result  of  con- 
gressional election  in  172;  meeting  in  215 

Kerr,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  in  United  States  senate  218 
King,  Rufus,  when  minister  to  Great  Britain  210 
King,  Mr.,  of  Alabama,  reconciliation  with  Mr. 
Clay  ' 47 

Kirkland,  president,  monument  over  320 

Kuirigui,  account  of  ruins  of  191 

L. 

Lacy,  Walter  de,  recognised  as  vice  consul  of  Spain 

146 

Ladd,  W.,  death  of  123 

Ladies,  at  white  house  32 

Lamps  _ 334 

Land  bill — in  United  States  senate,  to  extend  time  for 
locating  warrants  6;  bill  to  extend  military,  reported  in 
senate  364;  bill  in  house  of  representatives  for  exten- 
sion of  military  366;  and  Virginia  ib.\  bill  on  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  house  of  representatives  331;  Mr. 
Linn’s  amendment  negatived  392;  bill  for  extension  of 
passed  in  senate  393;  further  negatived  tit.;  amend- 
ments proposed  _ 410 

Land  office — prayer  for  removal  of  315;  inquiry  of 
commissioner  of  364,  392;  communication  from  sec. 
of  treasury  on  clerks  of  395 

Land  patents,  bill  to  make  valid  defective  ^13 

Launch,  ot  ship  Trafalgar  _ 337 

Laws,  volume  of  the,  of  Delaware  ’ 214 

Law  case  16;  decision  86,  144 

* Lead  trade  256,  334 

Leather,  boot  and  shoe  80 

Le  Couteur,  colonel,  discoveries  made  by  on  propa- 
gation of  wheat  207 

Lee,  Massachusetts,  paper  mills  in  160 

Leib,  Geo.  C-,  donation  from  to  national  institule  196 
Le  Grange,  edifice,  Georgia,  destroyed  by  fire  215 
Legacy  SO 

Le  Roy,  Herman,  death  of  96 

Letter,  gen.  Harrison’s  last  1 14 

Levy,  David,  delegate  from  Florida  293 

Lewis,  Mr.,  delegate  from  Alabama  293 

Liberia,  expedition  to  196 

Library — committee  of  three  appointed  in  house  ol 
representatives  284;  resolution  relative  to  joint  commit- 


tee of  284;  resolution  adopted  in  house  of  representa- 
tives relative  to  procuring  documents  300 

Light-boats — resolution  relative  to  379;  transfer  of 
places  of  location  of  393;  bill  reported  and  passed  in 
house  of  representatives  412 

Light-hous.%  at  Gibraltar  195 

Lightning  rods  336 

Lisboa,  chevalier  G.  J.,  minister  from  Brazil,  pre- 
sented to  president  209 

List — of  acts  passed  31;  of  members  of  27th  con- 
gress 195;  of  United  States  senate  218;  of  house  of 
representatives  221 

Liverpool,  census  of  334 

Loan — negotiation  for  3S5;  amount  of  appropriated 
to  public  works  of  Ohio  190;  the  new  of  Pennsylvania 
212;  bill  for,  considered  303,  304;  debate  on  bill  311, 
312,  313,  314,  317;  vote  on  amendments  to,  bill  passed 
house  of  representatives  318;  330;  in  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 334;  bill  signed  by  president  340 

Lockhart  vs.  Bank  of  United  States  188 

Lockporf,  census  of  224 

Locomotives,  introduction  of  American  in  England 

65,  399 

Locusts  384 

Longevity,  of  J.  Whitman  112 

Lore,  G.  W.,  arrest  of  215 

Lottery  dealers  180,  240 

Louisiana — number  of  officers  and  their  salaries  in 
22;  vote  of  legislature  on  naturalization  law  39;  whig 
nomination  for  governor  90;  rate  of  interest  and  punish- 
ment for  usury  in  117;  law  ease  relative  to  sale  of  slave 
convicts  in,  murders  committed,  Batture  case  189;  re- 
ceipt of  produce  by  flat-boats  198 

Louisville,  pork  business  at  149 

Lumber,  trade  in  192,  416 

Lunatics — bill  reported  for  mainfainance  of  in  Dist. 
Columbia  302,  318,  331;  third  reading  3b3;  appropria- 
tion for  approved  by  president  367 

Lyne,  lieut.,  drowned  148 

Lyons,  capt.  L.  L.,  commissioner  of  wrecks  for  Del- 
aware 71 

M. 

Macomb,  gen.  adjournment  of  U-  S.  senate  to  attend 
funeral  of  295;  resolutions  of  house  of  rep.  of  United 
States  relative  to  301 

Magicienne,  (French  frigate)  loss  of  83 

Mails  appropriation  for  11;  contracts  for  144;  robbers 
of  240,  304;  inquiries  in  United  States  senate  relative 
to  routes  393 

Maine — instruction  of  legislature  relative  to  sub-trea- 
sury, tariffand  public  lands,  day  appointed  for  special 
election  of  member  of  congress  21;  bill  to  provide  for 
militia  clnimsof,  considered,  amendments  proposed  and 
adopted  29;  passed  30;  whig  nomination  to  congress 
37;  election  of  whig  candidate  in,  nomination  for  go- 
vernor in  70;  tribute  of,  to  gen.  Harrison’s  memory  114; 
rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury  in  117;  ac- 
count of  posture  of  Arostook  country  by  gov.  of  290; 
resolutions  on  one  term  session  and  French  spoliations 
presented  in  congress  293 

Malek  Adhel,  (brig)  sails  for  Baltimore  105 

Malt,  quantities  used  in  distilleries  of  Great  Britain 
192;  statistics  of  liquors  384 

Mammoth  cave  256 

Manna  400 

Manufacture,  American  introduced  in  England  65; 
chairman  of  committee  on,  in  United  States  senate  221 
Map  of  Rocky  Mountains  80;  order  for  303 

Marriage,  Jewish  160 

Marine  hospitals,  bill  introduced  for  3S2 

Maryland — legislature  adjourned  "22;  extra  session 
called  39;  meeting  of  extra  session  in,  congressional 
candidates  57;  letter  from  legislature  of,  to  secretary  of 
state  on  gen.  Harrison’s  death  86;  special  election 
called;  letter  from  F.  Thomas,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  general  tax  bill 89;  proceedingsof  gen.  assembly 
of,  on  gen.  Harrison’s  death  98;  resolutions  of,  on  north 
eastern  boundary  question  104;  close  of  extra  session, 
passage  of  tax  bill  and  appropriation  bill,  time  of  con- 
gressional election  105;  rateot  interest  and  punishment 
for  usury  in  1 17;  testimonies  of  respect  to  late  president, 
resignation  of  sec.  of  slate,  congressional  candidates, 
revenue  appointments  131;  honors  to  gen.  Harrison  in 
Baltimore  149;  election  returns,  F.  Wright’s  appoint- 
ment, lottery  law  case,  Susquehanna  rail  road  183;  colo- 
nization convention  of  227;  act  of  legislature  of,  on 
completion  of  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  presented 
to  United  States  senate  293 

Mascara  (in  Algiers)  taken  by  France  2S9 

Massachusetts — abstract  of  paupers  in,  whig  state 
convention  in  Boston,  nomination  for  gov.  and  lieut 
gov.,  resolution  complimentary  to  Daniel  Webster  21; 
whig  nominations,  wheat  bounty,  western  rail  road, 
fast  day,  gov.  Davis’s  message  37;  honorable  testimony 
to  Mr.  Bancroft,  legislative  proceedings,  choice  ot  di- 
rectors for  rail  way  55;  postponement  of  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,  bill  on  intermarriages,  resolution 
on  tariff  50;  resignation  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  report  of 
minority  on  finances  of  70;  rate  of  interest  and  punish- 
ment for  usury  in  1 17;  paper  mills  of  Lee  in  160;  Wor- 
cester district  congressional  election,  western  rail  road 
186;  mansion  house  of  gov.  Winthrop  sold  at  auclion 

211 

Mathew,  father,  great  benefactor  208 

May,  Fred.  M.  D.  consulting  physician  to  gen.  Har- 
rison _ 84 

McCormick,  Mr.  elected  postmaster  to  house  of  rep. 
of  United  States  283 

M'Keon,  Mr.  on  constitutionality  of  president  Tyler’s 
title  to  office  223 


McLane,  Lewis,  when  minister  to  Great  Britain  210 
McLeod — trial  to  be  on  civil  suit  first  16;  remarks  on 
case  of  36;  trial  of,  postponed  53;  further  accounts  of 
case  of  70;  attempts  to  enable  escape  from  jail  83;  le- 
gislative proceedingsof  New  York  oil  117;  importance 
of  question  concerning  132,  133,  134,  135,  144;  arrival 
of,  in  New- York  146;  case  of,  in  supreme  court  of  New 
York  179;  order  of  supreme  court  in  case  of  203;  Mr. 
Buchanan’s  remarks  in  United  States  senate  on  affair 
of  267.  268,  269.  270;  debate  on  274,  275.  276,  277,  278, 
279,  280,  2S1,  390,  363;  inquiry  relative  to  visit  to  413, 
301,  304;  in  house  of  rep.  317,  320;  opinion  of  supreme 
court  of  New  York  on  case  of  324,  325.  326.  327, 

328,  329,  330,  336 

McNutt,  gov.  letter  on  Alabama  bondholders  of  Am- 
sterdam 33S.  339 

McRoberts.  Samuel,  of  Illinois,  qualified  as  U.  S. 
senator  46,  218;  chairman  of  committee  on  engrossed 
hills  221 

Mechanics  relief  society  363,  378 

Mediterranean  squadron,  resolution  relative  to  leaving 
the  Medit.  245,  282;  correspondence  on  305 

Menageries  336 

Menifee,  M.  C.  death  of  16 

Mercer,  gen.  sword  owned  by  16 

Merrick,  Mr.  of  Maryland,  in  United  States  senate 

218 

Meredith,  J.  to  deliver  gen.  Harrison’s  oration  114 
Messages — gov.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts  37,  38;  from 
president  Tyler  to  congress  219,  220;  from  president 
Tyler  302;  from  gov.  Porter  on  relief  bill  170;  of  gov.  of 
New  Hampseire  292;  veto  from  president  339 

Methodists,  of  Texas  33;  church  in  Philadelphia  to 
be  built  with  pews  160;  clergy  in  robes  352 

Mexico — Arista  chases  Indians  65;  yellow  fever,  fail- 
ure of  duty,  smuggling.  American  schooner  captured 
179;  message  from  president  showing  progress  uf  settle- 
ment of  claims  with  315;  commissioners  337;  cases  dis- 
cussed and  decided  ib.;  bill  reported  in  United  States 
senate  relative  to  treaty  with  349,  351;  act  relating  to 
convention  with,  referred  to  committee  366;  bill  relative 
to  treaty  amended  383;  papers  on  commission  to,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  396 

Michigan — number  of  acres  of  public  land  unsold  in 
22;  stop-law  relative  to  real  and  personal  property  in 
105;  proceedings  on  reception  of  president  Harrison’s 
death  115;  rate  of  interest  ami  punishment  for  usury  in 
117;  resources  of  190;  copper  in  224 

Milk  sickness  304 

Military  academy,  annual  visitors  to  146 

Military  allairs — chairman  of  committee  on,  in  U. 
States  senate  221;  bill  reported  making  appropriations 
for  purchase,  &c.  366;  commission  363;  bill  for  appro- 
priations tor,  passed  house  of  rep.  370,  398 

Military  claim  bill  29;  of  Maine  passed  30 

Military  convention,  in  Connecticut  166 

Military  land  warrants,  bill  in  senate  to  extend  time 
of  locating  6;  amendment  to  road  bill  13;  manceuvres 
in  France  256;  bill  referred  to  committee  on  public 
lands  364,  366;  bill  reported  in  senate  on  393;  Mr.  Clay’s 
amendment  modified  and  adopted  ib.  395,  398;  bill  to 
extend  lime  for  locating  the,  of  Virginia  signed  by  pre- 
sident 412 

Military  power  of  France  129 

Militia,  of  Connecticut  200;  committee  of  in  United 
States  senate  221 

Miller,  death  of  183 

Miller,  J.  W.  of  New  Jersey,  qualified  United  States 
senator  46 

Miller,  Dr.  abstract  of  report  of,  on  gen.  Harrison’s 
sickness  84 

Milwaukie,  trade  in  334 

Miranda,  M.  G.  tie,  death  of  161 

Mississippi — legislature  adjourned,  law  relative  to  le- 
gal interest,  treasury  warrants  issue,  whigstate  conven- 
tion nomination  22;  honesty  39;  commissioners’  of- 
fice abolished  in  88;  whig  nomination  for  governor, 
resolution  of  legislature  of,  on  Maine’s  refusal  to  surren- 
der fugitives  90;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for 
usury  in  117;  donation  to  Oakland  college  in  132;  not 
represented  in  extra  session  of  congress  189;  the  sea- 
son 215 

Mississippi  steam  frigate,  description  of  89,  165 
Missouri — bill  for  erecting  new  land  district  in,  and 
relative  to  boundaries  of,  engrossed  7;  legislature  ad- 
journed, anti  insurance  bill  rejected,  fate  of  currency 
bill  22;  adjournment  of  legislature  of  40;  law  decision 
relative  to  steam  boa ts  in,  skeleton  found  48;  expedition 
from  to  California,  resolution  adopted  thereon,  bill  on 
passage  of  bank  note  bills  71;  scarcity  of  money  in  90; 
city  elections  of  St.  Louis,  adjournment  of  legislature, 
small  notes  prohibited,  issue  ot'  state,  bonds  authorised, 
counterfeit  scrip  105,  rate  of  interest  and  punishment 
tor  usury  in  f 17;  excitement,  burglary,  arson,  murder 
in  132;  whig  memorial  to  gen.  Harrison  from  legislative 
body  of  173;  account  of  tragedy  in  190;  improvement 
of  St  Louis  ib.;  bonds  256 

Mitchell,  C.  F.  villainy  of  69;  where  at  144;  arrest 
of  176;  confined  in  New  York  prison  192;  refused  to 
answer  interrogations 203;  i rial  postponed  334 

Mobile,  business  capacity  of  64 

Moileson,  G.  P.  elected  attorney-general  of  New  Jer- 
sey 39 

Money  market,  &c.  96;  176,208,  272 

Monument,  at  Bunker  Hill  203;  to  L.  E.  L.  238 

Moore  (apprentice)  murder  by  183 

Moore,  J.  L.  suicide  of  203 

Morehead,  J.  T.  of  Kentucky,  qualified  ns  United 
States  senator  46;  in  U.  S.  senate  218;  chairman  of 
committee  on  Indian  alluirs  221;  speech  of,  on  hank 
hill  363 
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Morgan,  captain  C.  W.  sword  delivered  to  16;  anec- 
dote oi  ' 88 

Mormon  war  64,- excitement  288;  emigrants  304,  400 
Morris,  gov.  when  minister  to  England  210 

Morris,  ex-recorder  of  New  York,  nominated  for 
mayor  70 

Mourning,  United  States  senate  238 

Munroe,  James,  when  minister  to  Great  Britain  210 
Murray,  J.  (sec.  of  slate  of  Md.)  resignation  of  131 
Musquitoes  288 

N. 

Naval  affairs — appropriation  bill  referred  to  commit- 
tee 7;  amendments  proposed,  amount  of  appropriation 
passed,  sent  to  senate,  chairman  of  committee  on  in 
United  States  senate  221;  bill  reported  for  302;  in  Uni- 
ted States  senate  411;  superiority  of  British  vessels,  or- 
ders sent  to  Philadelphia  37;  French  corvette  Sabine 
68;  announcement  of  president’s  death,  funeral  ar- 
rangements 85;  new  application  of  steam  power  to 
vessels  of,  armament  for  the  Pennsylvania  104;  Dol- 
phin and  Grampus  131;  arrival  from  Sandwich  islands, 
lieut.  Lyne  drowned  148;  steam  frigate  165;  commo- 
dore Kennon  ordered  to  navy  yard  (Washington,)  arri- 
val of  Brandywine  at  New  York  165;  battles  of  and 
surviving  heroes  182;  lieutenant  Shubrick’s  accidental 
wonnd  183;  copt.  Taylor’s  submarine  exploring  appa- 
ratus adopted  by  183;  sloop  of  war  Fairfield  *6.;  dis- 
missals from  revenue  service,  court  of  inquiry  convened 
at  Brooklyn,  commander  Paulding  relieved  from  com- 
mand of  navy  yard  aird  .1.  R.  Sands  ordered  in  place 
126;  brig  Apprentice,  death  of  commodore  Claxion, 
^ board  of  surgeons  of  appointed,  B.  PJomans  agent  to 
'navy  yard  opposite  Norfolk,  the  Delaware 211;  chair- 
man of  committee  on  in  United  States  senate  221; 
court  martial  240;  trial  of  PI.  Gasburth,  the  Germ  274; 
regulations  of  dress,  list  of  midshipmen  291;  the  North 
Carolina  292;  communication  relative  to  sailing  of  Me- 
diterranean squadron  in  United  States  senate  294;  bill 
reported  for  appropriations  for  302;  Delaware  ship  at 
Annapolis  371;  the  Congress  launched,  L’Armide, 
Raritan  3S8 

Naval  pension  fund  bill  considered  319;  passed  ib.; 
vote  on  363;  proceeding  on  378;  passed  senate  379; 
returned  amended  from  house  of  representatives,  con- 
curred in  396;  president’s  signature  397 

Naval  pension  fund  law  ol  1S37,  repealed  319 

Naval  board  of  examination  in  Philadelphia  260; 
result  of  305 

Naval  court  martial  240 

Naval  depot,  resolution  relative  to  at  Gulf  of  Mexico 
adopted  in  United  States  senate  345 

Enquiry  of  committee  in  United  States  senate  rela- 
tive to  cutter  service  395 

Naval  promotions  21,  66 

Naval  squadrons — African,  sloop  of  war  Fairfield  37; 
the  Dolphin,  the  Grampus,  satisfaction  demanded  of 
black  prince,  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone,  cap;.  Bell  89; 
Cyane  131;  Dolphin,  Grampus  183;  Dolphin’s  arrival 
at  New  York,  list  of  officers  of  United  States  ship 
Boston  at  Cape  Town  196,292;  Constellation  and  Bos- 
ton sail  for  China  324;  Grampus  388,  ib. 

Coast  and  West  India  squadron,  seamen  of  Dela- 
ware,  lieut.  McKean,  steamer  Missouri  21;  capt.  Mor- 
gan commander  at  Charleston  21;  commo.  Renshaw 
commands  at  Brooklyn,  commodore  Shubrick  37; 
steamer  Col.  Harvey  54;  Macedonian  and  Fnzhue  sail 
68;  United  States  schooner  Porpoise,  ship  Warren  104; 
stations  of  183;  desertions  from  the  Brandywine  196; 
brig  Consort,  survey  of  harbor  of  Apalachicola,  the 
Levant  292;  the  Fairfieid,  Cyane,  ship  Delaware  333; 
Macedonian  360;  frigate  Macedonian  338 

Exploring  expedition,  curiosities  sent  bv,  novel 
branch  of  national  industry  143;  capt.  Lawrence  of 
brig  Porpoise  183;  cruisings  of  Porpoise,  Peacock,  Fly- 
ing Fish,  Vincennes  211 

Mediterranean 'squadron,  United  States  ship  Cyane 
arrives  at  and  sails  from  Mahon  21;  Dolphin  and 
Grampus,  correspondence  to  New  York  American 
from  brig  Dolphin  giving  interesting  particulars  54,  131; 
signalized  at  Gibraltar,  arrival  at  New  York  of  Bran- 
dywine, chaplain  of  landed  at  Montreal,  officers  of  the 
Brandywine  165;  return  of  182;  the  Cyane,  W.  II.  Lat- 
imer, esq.,  183;  ship  Delaware  destined  for  185;  the 
Preble  passed  off  Cape  de  Gatt  196;  courtesy  to,  ship 
Delaware  destined  to,  com.  Morris  227;  Toulon  sails 
lor  United  States,  Preble  for  Mahon  274;  the  Brandy- 
wine, commanded  by  capt.  Geissinger  292;  correspon- 
dence in  relation  to  395,  306,  307;  Oitio  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton, the  Preble  336;  Brandywine  371 

Pacific  squadron,  file  of  Sandwich  papers,  Honolulu 
of  Dec.  5,  Porpoise,  Peacock,  Flying  Fish,  Carolina, 
Vincennes  104;  passengers  in  the  Lausanne  for  New 
York  105;  news  from  Porpoise  brig  of  160;  com.  T. 
Ap  C.  Jones  to  command  1S3;  Pot  poise  brig,  captain 
Ringgold  at  Tahiti,  islands  discovered  and  visited  by, 
crew  well  196;  letter  from  frigate  Constitution  on  Pa- 
cific trade  with  United  States  291,  292;  lieut.  com. 
Dorring  to  take  command  of  United  Stales  schooner 
Shark,  the  Constitution  292;  Constitution,  Yorktown, 
Dale,  Shark  338;  St  Louis  to  Sandwich  388 

South  American  squadron,  ship  Marion  afloat  at 
Rio,  United  States  frigate  Potomac  ashore,  vessels  sent 
to  her  relief,  r,o  injury  sustained  21;  Warren  at  Santa 
Martha,  in  Rio  the  Potomac,  Constellation,  Yorktown, 
Dale,  and  Relief,  to  sail  68;  tumor  contradicted  104; 
arrival  of  Hibernia,  news  of  Constellation,  Potomac, 
Decatur,  Concord,  Marion,  and  Enterprise  165;  com. 
Morgan  appointed  to  command  Brazilian  station  182; 
Constellation  murder  1 S3;  sloop  Yorktown  from  Rio 
do  Janeiro  arrived  at  Valparaiso  211;  Yorktown  at 


Valpariso  227;  Concord  all  well  274, 2S2,  324;  Verron 

338,  371 

Appointment,  PI.  Alden  chaplain  555 

Navy,  of  Great  Britain,  epitome  of  324 

Navai  power  of  France  129 

Navigation,  petition  for  improvement  of  397 

National  affairs — see  president  Tyler's  address  to  peo- 
ple of  United  States  97;  presentation,  documents  209; 
express,  consular,  boundaries,  letter  from  A.  Stevenson 
226;  proposed  bank  258;  appointments  by  president, 
population  of  United  States  273;  anniversary  290 
National  bank,  petitions  for,  see  bank  293 

National  currency,  gov.  Ellsworth  on1  199 

National  foundry  inquiry  relative  to  location  for  6 
National  institution,  geological  specimens  sent  to  128; 
notice  of  donations  to  and  patronage  of  196 

Needles  368 

Nelson,  major,  sword  delivered  to  deputy  of  16 
Neutrality  act,  message  from  president  to  senate  on 
expiration  of  330 

New  Brunswick,  B.  P.,  population  of  80 

New  England,  produce  of  211 

New  Hampshire — resolution  from  on  subject  of  ap- 
pointing same  day  through  union  forelection  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  6;  education  in,  Mr.  Pierce’s 
remarks  21;  election  results  33;  fast  day  appointed  in 
55;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury  in  117; 
governor  and  council  in  session  for  counting  votes, 
votes  for  members  of  congress,  vote  for  senators  211; 
message  of  governor  of  292,293;  resolutions  of  relative 
to  national  bank  and  tariff  presented  to  United  States 
senate  296;  adjournment  of  legislature  of  320 

New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal  212 

New  Jersey — resignation  of  judge  in  22;  adjournment 
of  legislature,  statistics,  recharter  of  bank  in,  vote  on 
bank  restrictions,  election  of  judges  in  39;  finances, 
Morris  canal  70;  smelting  iron  with  coal  in  89;  rate  of 
interest  and  punishment  for  usury  in  117;  annual  me- 
thodist  conference  in  149;  census  of  187 

New  Orleans — resolution  adopted  inquiring  into  ex- 
pediency of  extending  limits  of  port  of  300;  bill  reported 
and  passed  317;  remonstrance  against  330;  laid  on  ta- 
ble 331;  memorial  against  by  citizens  of  363 

Newspapers,  ordered  for  United  States  senate  218; 
for  house  of  representatives  2S5 

New  South  IVaZcs — high  price  offered  for  laborers  in, 
deposites  of  in  savings  Banks,  amount  of  expoits  from 

146 

New  York  city — amount  of  yearly  tax  for  support  of 
22;  nomination  for  mayor  in  70;  markets  of  89;  pro- 
ceedings of  relative  to  gen.  Harrison’s  death  100;  elec- 
tion in  105,  128;  religious  anniversaries  in  204;  statistics 
of  336 

New  York  stale — taxes,  bank  safety  fund  22;  bank 
panic,  “red  back’’  association,  patroon  war,  statistics 
38;  common  schools  39;  singular  divorce  case,  whig 
nomination  for  mayor,  gov.  Seward’s  signature  to  bill 
abolishing  preferences  of  protested  notes  56;  Virginian 
difficulty  68;  governor’s  communication  to  Virginia  69; 
McLeod  case,  nomination  for  mayoralty,  internal  im- 
provements arid  state  debt  70;  great  question  of,  Albany 
bridge  vote,  wards  of  Albany  in,  markets  89;  execu- 
tive proceedings  of  in  relation  to  death  of  president 
Harrison  100;  funeral  honors  to  gen.  Harrison  in  ill; 
rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury  in,  legisla- 
tive proceedings  in  the  McLeod  caseli7;  election  in 
128;  vote  of  in  favor  of  national  bank,  chamber  of 
commerce  131;  communication  from  lieut.  governor  of 
Virginia  to  on  pending  controversy  150;  reply  of  gov. 
Seward  of  to  Virginia  151;  finances  of  166.  167,  168, 
169;  foreign  trading  capital,  number  of  stores,  commis- 
sion houses,  agricultural  appropriation,  patroon  war  in, 
report  of  commissioners  on  Rensellenrwyck  case  187; 
legislative  session  closed,  stale  stock,  cost  of  canal 
locks  in,  breach  of  Erie  canal,  vote  on  question  on 
division  of  Genessee  county,  act  relative  to  female  con- 
victs 212;  loans  of  36S;  sta'e  canals  400 

Nicholson,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 
Noah,  M.  M-,  editor  of  New  York  Star,  appointed 
judge  of  court  of  sessions  176 

Noble,  ex-governor  of  Indiana,  fund  commissioner  40 
Noltenius,  Edward,  recognized  consul  195 

North  Bend,  account  of  fire  at  128 

North  Carolina — suspension  of  specie  payments  in 
39;  day  fixed  for  election  of  congressmen  in  71;  rateof 
interest  and  punishment  ior  usury  in  117;  manufactures 
131;  election  189;  episcopal  convention  in  214 

Northeastern  boundary  question  S;  compliment  to 
gen.  Scott  relative  to  32;  convention  signed  for  decision 
on  146;  passengers  to  225;  accuracy  of  col.  Bouchelte’s 
survey  questioned  273 

O. 

Ocosingo,  account  of  ruins  of  191 

Ogle,  Charles,  death  of  187;  announcement  of  death 
of,  in  house  of  representatives,  resolutions  of  respect 
towards  251 

Ohio — legislative  appropriation  bill,  passage  of  bill  to 
protect  camp  meetings  in,  reports  i n banks  in  71;  ad- 
journment of  legislature,  bank  project  postponed,  sala- 
ries reduced,  number  of  general  laws,  catholic  cathe- 
dral 90;  wheat  crops  of,  corn  productions  105;  sorrow 
in,  at  president  Harrison’s  death  115;  rate  of  interest 
in,  punishment  for  usury  in  1 17;  1st  wheat  growing  state 
of  the  union,  canal  th.ro’,  uniting  Lake  Erie  with,  to  the 
Ohio,  statistics,  area,  population,  valuation  of  property, 
exports,  public  works,  state  debt,  revenue  172;  public 
works  of,  canal  commerce  of  Cleveland  190;  decision 
in  law  on  slavery  206;  hogs  215 

Ohio  river,  rise  of  80 
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Oil,  quantity  consumed  on  Columbia  rail  road  128- 
trade  240 

Old  Ironsides  club,  proceedings  of  215  216 

Oliver,  resignation  of  professor  ’ 240 

Omnibuses  240 

Oniedas,  navigation  of,  to  Green  Bay  179  oo.q 

Opium  trade  ’ 14  , 

Ordnance  board,  directions  of,  for  prevention  of  ac- 
cidents  288;  see  appropriations. 

O™"'  res°k,tiu,i  introduced  relative  to  occupation 
ot  393,  amendment  or  resolution  adopted  411 

Outrage,  by  British  cruiser  gg 

Owen,  Dr.  specimens  of  geology  presented  by,  to  na- 
tional institute  3 123 

P. 

Page,  captain,  sword  delivered  to 
Paixhan  guns 

Palenque,  account  of  ruins  of 
Paper  mills  of  Lee.  (Mass.) 

Pardon,  of  H.  H.  White 
Parker,  Dr.  letter  by,  on  Chinese  difficulties 
r arty  spirit 
Passage  of  hank  bill 
Passengers 

Patents,  bill  in  senate  to  grant  copy-rights  to  inven- 
tors of  designs,  &c.  7 

Patents,  chairman  of  committee  on,  in  United  States 
senate  221 

Pat,t0‘?,’  P S°v.  of  Virginia,  warrant  of  surrender 
issued  70;  communication  to  New  York  from  150 
Patroon  case  jgy 

Patroon  war  gy 

Paulding,  H.  relieved  from  command  of  Brooklyn 
navy  yard  14fi 

Pawnees,  number,  condition,  customs  209  210 
Payne,  Zebulon,  the  murderer  taken  ’ 57 

Pearson’s  cannon  57 

Pennsylvania — renomination  of  gov.  Porter,  law  for 
establishing  insane  asylum  22;  education  statistics 
amendment  of  constitution,  whig  candidate  fur  gover- 
nor 39;  anthracite  furnace,  hanks,  tavern  licenses,  tem- 
perance bill;  resignation  of  speaker,  finances,  bill  on 
public  debt  and  sinking  fund  56;  passage  of  bank  bill 
70;  meeting  of  U.  S.  bank  officers  in,  Gettysburg  con- 
tractors, special  order  for  member  of  congress  89;  exe- 
cutive pioccedings  of,  on  demise  of  president  Harrison 
99;  governor  vetoes  bank  bill,  application  of  Unfted 
btates  bank  in,  singular  and  honorable  fact  relative  to 
Adams  co.  in  105;  rates  of  interest,  punishment  for 
usury  m;  gov.  Porter’s  reasons  for  vetoing  bank  bill  of 
117,  118,  119;  resignation  of  congress  man,  number  of 
cars  on  Columbia  railroad,  business  convention  called 
131;  passage  of  and  vote  on  relief  bill  149;  revenue 
bi  passed,  legislature  adjourned,  substance  of  revenue 
bill  of.  gov.  Porter’s  message  giving  reasons  for  veto  170 
171,  172;  nomination  for  congress,  death  of  Charles 
Ogle,  refusal  to  accept  relief  bill  by  bonks  in.  revenue 
and  improvement  bill,  extract  from  journal  of  house 
187;  business  convention,  improvements  in,  statement 
of  costs,  revenue  and  expenditures  of  finished  lines  of 
canals  and  rail  roans  in,  important  legal  decision  Lock- 
hart vs.  bank  ot  U.  S.  183;  gov.  signs  bill  providing 
election  of  county  treasurers  by  people,  result  of  elec- 
tion in,  new  loan,  yeas  and  nays  on  relief  bill  address 
to  people  of  212,213,214 

Penrose,  Mr.  speaker  of  house  of  delegates  of  Penn- 
sylvania, resignation  of  “ 5£L-- 

Pensions,  chairman  of  committee  on,  in  U States 
senate 

Persia,  arrangement  of  differences  with,  and  cession 
of  for ti ess  to  Great  Britain  by  161;  news  by  way  of 

'258 

Peruvian  decree  290 

Pierce,  Mix  of  New  Hampshire,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 
i 10 1 pon t,  Rev.  J.  account  by,  of  British  tyranny  in 
India  -j45 

Pinckney,  Thomas,  when  minister  to  Great  Britain 

Pinkney,  Wm.  when  minister  to  Great  Britain  “DO 
Piratical  256 

Pistols,  resolution  in  U.  States  senate  relative  to  o!d 
fashioned  094 

Pittsburgh,  trade  of  304;  improvement  of  288 

Philadelphia , proceedings  on  death  of  president  Har- 
rison 101 

1 hjsicians,  abstract  of  report,  of,  on  president  Har- 
rison’s sickness  g4 

1 late,  C.  F.  consul  of  Bremen  for  Philadelphia  recog- 
msed  146 

Poinsett,  report  and  resignation  of  Mr.  164 

Poland,  army  statistics  192;  favors  towards  by  Rus- 
sian emperor  242 

Politics  of  the  day  see  president  Tyler’s  address  to 
people  oi  U.  b.  97;  remarks  on  approaching  session  of 
congress  180  181;  announcement!;.!  candidate  for  next 
presidency  184;  com.  btewart,  club,  resolutions,  letter, 
&c.  at  Philadelphia  215;  Talimadge  festival  228-  nn  Ye- 
menis m Smith  Carolina  308,  309,  310,  311;  large  meet- 
ing in  New  York  to  protest  against  passage  of  national 
bank  ggj  gg2 

Popular  rights  and  will,  professor  Henry  on  ' 182 
Population,  resolution  to  ascertain  a<rgre«-ate  294 
1 ork  business  in  Louisville  ° 149 

Porpoise,  brig  jgo 

Port,  of  New  Oilcans  330 

Porter,  Mr.  of  Michigan,  U.  S.  senate  218 

Porter,  Mr.  chairman  of  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals 221 

1 or'er,  gov.  of  Pennsylvania,  returns  hank  bill  with- 
out executive  approbation  and  reasons  therefor  117; 
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letters  giving  reasons  for  withholding  assent  to  relief 

bil1  • j , 17(^ 

Portugal — military  demonstrations  ceased,  national 
guard  reconstructed  51;  translation  of  official  publica- 
tion of  amnesty  granted  in  65;  treaty  with  U.  States 
67;  tide  and  honors  conferred  by  queen  of  146;  death 
of  minister  of  marine,  baron  Bonffin  takes  charge  of 
portfolios,  money  concerns  very  embarrassed  161;  ne- 
gociations  between  Don  Miguel  and  Rome  proceeding 
257;  Queen’s  congratulatory  letter  289;  new  cabinet  in, 
financial  condition  322 

Postmaster-general,  Francis  Granger  18;  announce- 
ment of  president’s  death  and  arrangements  for  funeral 
by  85;  report  from,  to  president  Tyler  209;  document 
from  237;  resolutions  pass  house  of  rep.  for  information 
from  302;  communication  from,  relative  to  cost  of  build- 
ings, &c.  367;  communication  from,  relative  to  southern 
mail  381;  communication  from,  relative  to  appropria- 
tions 383;  resolutions  of  inquiry  of,  relative  to  post  office 
affairs  in  U.  S.  senate  _ 393 

Postmasters,  proviso  to  appropriation  bill  influencing 

11,352 

Post  Office — receipts  and  expenditures  for  1840; 
amount  received  for  postage  36;  dead  letters  in  the,  of 
London  80;  chairman  of  committee  in  U.  S.  senate 
221;  arrangement  240;  suits  in  New  York  against  256; 
bill  reported  in  house  of  rep.  making  appropriations  for 
auditor’s  office  in  department  381;  resolution  in  house 
of  rep.  on,  inquiring  the  expediency  of  express  mails 
on  great  route  397:  committee  in  house  of  rep.  on  decline 
making  further  appropriation  for  397;  resolution  adopted 
relative  to  certain  papers  ib.;  bill  reported  in  house  of 
rep.  making  appropriations  for  39S;  considered,  argu- 
ments for  and  against,  amendments  proposed  415 
Post  roads — chairman  of  committee  on,  in  U.  S.  se- 
nate 221;  resolution  of  inquiry  into  expediency  of 
changing  certain  414 

Postage  36 

Postcript  96,  352 

Potatoes  336 

Potomac  bridge,  appropriation  for  11;  message  from 
president  U.  S.  relative  to  295 

Pre-emption,  see  public  lands. 

Prentiss,  Mr.  of  Vermont,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 
Prentiss,  Mr.  on  prospective  pre-emption  92;  chair- 
man of  committee  on  patents  221 

Presentation  of  foreign  ministers  20,  34 

President’s  mansion,  occupied  by  Tyler  112 

Presidential,  candidate  336 

Preston,  Mr.  remarks  relative  to  dispute  between 
Messrs.  King  and  Clay  47;  chairman  of  committee  on 
military  affairs  _ 221 

Preston,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina,  U.  S.  senate  218 
Prince  de  Joinville  416 

Public  land  bill,  amendments  411,412 

Printer,  public,  chosen  282;  vote  of  house  of  rep.  of 
U.  S.  285;  resolution  relative  to  Blair  and  Rives  as  46; 
remarks  on  ...  53 

Printing — motion  for  additional  copies  of  president's 
message,  modified  221;  resolution  for  additional  copies 
of  report  of  sec.  of  treasury  deferred  248;  president’s 
message  accompanying  treasury  documents  ordered  to 
be  255;  plan  of  proposed  bank  ordered  to  be  2S2;  ad- 
ditional copies  of  treasurers  plan  ordered  to  be  282;  re- 
port o;afcTeff-ta-haJ183L  resolution  on  appropriation  to 
Mrs.  Harrison  ordered  to  be  284;  report  from  treasurer 
ordered  to  be  284,  294;  resolutions  of  Rhode  Island  on 
revenue  bill,  making  appropriation  for  gen.  Harrison’s 
funeral  expenses  412;  amendment  to  fiscal  bank  bill 
413;  report  of  committee  on  public  buildings  and 
grounds  414;  president’s  message  ordered  to  be  302; 
correspondence  and  message  of  president  Tyler  order- 
ed to  be  302;  bill  and  report  on  navy  and  home  squa- 
dron 302;  report  of  Maryland  committee  on  public  land 
bill  ordered  to  be  314;  extra  copies  of  documents  317; 
communications  from  sec.  of  treasury  ordered  to  be, 
also  Mr.  Hassler’s  report  on  weights  and  measures  319; 
remonstrance  of  citizens  of  Ohio  ordered  to  be  331; 
Mr.  Clay’s  bank  bill  to  lie  332;  secretary's  com- 
munication on  sub-treasury  333;  communications  from 
president  ordered  to  be  335;  certain  communications 
relative  to  post  office,  &o.,  bill  to  incorporate  subscribers 
to  fiscal  bank,  amendments  thereto,  bill  relative  to  dis- 
trict banks,  and  bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of 
banking.  &c.  ordered  to  be  335;  memorial  ordered  to 
be  349;  bill  in  relation  to  duties  on  drawbacks  &c.  or- 
dered to  be  361;  report  on  making  appropriations  for 
military  surveys,  &c.,  for  extra  copies  of  judiciary  on 
bankrupts  and  bill  ordered  to  be  366;  communication 
from  French  minister,  president  Tyler’s  letter  relative 
to  Greenougli’s  statue  to  be  367;  bill  on  duties  and 
drawbacks  378;  house  bill  ori  duties  and  drawbacks 
379;  bills  for  auditor  of  post  office,  appropriation  for 
military  land  warrants,  and  message  relative  to  list  of 
removals,  &c.  3S1;  depositions  on  contested  elections, 
communication  from  post  master,  report  on  appropria- 
tions to  be  383;  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  meeting 
in  Qhio  392;  proceedings  of  Virginia  on  bank  ordered 
to  be  393;  extra  copies  of  president’s  veto  message  394; 
sec.  of  treas.  communication  of  land  office  clerks,  &c. 
to  be  395;  Mr.  Gordon’s  letter  ordered  to  be  ib.;  addi- 
tional papers  on  Mexican  commission  ordered  to  be, 
extra  number  of  tables  on  revenue  bill  396;  increased 
number  of  U.  S.  census  397;  appropriation  bill  for  post 
office  and  communication  from,  to  be  39S;  report  from 
land  office  to  be  41 1;  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia ib  ; bill  and  amendments  on  public  lands  to  lie  ib.; 
proceedings  of  Virginia  meeting,  proceedings  relative 
to  trial  of  court  martial  on  maj  gen.  Scott  ordered  to  be 
47:  on  the,  of  president’s  message  223;  extra  copies  of 
report  of  treasury  on  commerce  ordered  to  be  295;  cor- 


respondence between  Mrs.  Harrison  and  the  president 
ordered  to  be,  communication  relative  to  tobacco  du- 
duties  ordered  to  be  296;  bill  to  repeal  sub-treasury  or- 
dered to  be  298;  report  of  sec.  of  treas.  on  finances, 
10,000  copies  ordered  to  be  299;  resolutions  on  appro- 
priating proceeds  of  public  lands  ordered  to  be  299; 
memorial  on  operation  of  tarifflawon  iron  manufactures 
ordered  to  be  300;  loan  bill  ordered  to  be,  appropriation 
bill  ordered  to  be,  treasurer’s  plan  for  fiscal  agent  or- 
dered to  be  300;  bill  to  provide  for  payment  of  navy 
pensions  ordered  to  be  301 ; communication  on  census 
ordered  302 

Prison  discipline  society  240 

Private  lands,  chairman  of  committee  on,  in  U.  S. 
senate  221 

Proclamation,  of  president  Harrison  on  calling  extra 
session  33;  of  gov.  Grason  calling  extra  session  39;  of 
a treaty  with  Portugal,  by  president  Tyler  216 

Produce,  of  New  England  211 

Property,  valuation  of  real,  in  Ohio  172 

Prospective  pre-emption  hill — debate  in  senate  on, 
Mr.  Smith’s  remarks  4;  debate  on,  continued  22, 42, 43, 
44,  45,  46;  Mr.  Southard’s  remarks  on  72,  73, 74,  75,  76 
77,  78,  79;  Mr.  Huntingdon’s  remarks  on  90, 91;  debate 
91,  92;  Mr.  Prentiss’s  remarks  on  92,  93;  yeas  and  nays 
on  striking  out  amendment  on  further  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  94,  95;  debate  on,  continued  109,  110,  111;  debate 
on,  continued  124,  125, 126,  127,  139, 140,  141,  142,  143; 
continuation  of  debate  on  158,  159;  continued  on  pages 
173,  174,  275,  379,  380,  395,  410, 
Protective  duties — Baltimore  American  on  369,  370 
Protocol — signed  by  European  powers  82 

Prussia — political  condition  of  146;  army  statistics 

192 

Public  buildings— chairman  of  committee  on,  in  U. 
S.  senate  221;  subject  referred  to  committee  on  397; 
report  of  committee  on  414 

Public  lands— bill  reported  on  issuing  warrants  for 
military  381,  393,  394;  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning, 
in  U.  S.  senate  395;  bill  engrossed  in  U.  S.  senate  411 
bill  reported  relative  to  granting  to  Polish  exiles  7;  in- 
structions of  legislature  of  Maine  relative  to  21;  acres 
of,  in  Michigan  unsold  22;  table  of  23;  chairman  of 
committee  on  the  U.  S.  senate  221;  resolutions  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  favor  of  distribution  of,  presented  to  U. 
S.  senate,  bill  introduced  making  appropriations  of  pro- 
ceeds of,  for  limitted  time  266;  bill  referred  to  committee 
on  282;  Mr.  Walker’s  modification  of  bill  for  distribu- 
tion of  ib.;  riverland  district  resolutions  283;  Mr.  Smith’s 
report  on  distribution  and  grants  of  295,  301,  302;  reso- 
lution of  inquiry  on  appropriation  of,  bill  passed  302; 
sale  of  304;  report  of  committee  of  Maryland  on,  re- 
ceived in  congress  314;  bill  considered  ib.  378,  379,  3S0 
Public  revenue — Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  on,  adopted  in 
senate,  resolutions  on  238;  Mr.  Campbell’s  resolution 
on,  referred  to  select  committee  on  currency  299 

Public  works— of  Kentucky  120;  of  Ohio  190;  copy 
of  investigating  committee,  instructions  for  the,  ol  city 
of  Washington 

Q- 

Qurantine  laws,  abolition  of,  recommended 
Quorum,  in  United  States  senate 

R. 


283 


160 

218 


Rail-roads — amount  of  miles  completed  in  U.  S.  32; 
western  of  Massachusetts  aided  37;  expenditures  and 
profits  of  in  Indiana  40;  statistics  of  Boston  and  Low- 
ell 48;  authorized  to  erect  in  Illinois  57;  account  of  the 
of  Great  Britain  ib.;  the  Lexington  "and  Ohio  120;  oil 
consumed  oil  the  Columbia  128;  travelling  on  great 
western  line  144;  western  of  Massachusetts  186;  Sus- 
quehanna 188;  contemplated  in  Italy  257;  petition  from 
the  co.  of,  of  Grand  Gulf  266;  of  Syracuse  320;' opening 
of  great  western  of  Great  Britain  337;  from  Boston  384; 
speed  on  416,  of  Utica  and  Schenectady  416 

Rail  road  iron — memorial  presented  to  house  of  re- 
presentatives for  repeal  of  act  relative  to  332 

Rain  176 

Randolph,  J,  will  of  352 

Ratio,  of  representation  195 

Raub  334 

Raymond,  Gilbert,  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on  112 
Read,  J.  M.,  United  States  attorney  for  Philadelphia 
district,  resigned  32 

Real  or  personal  property,  law  relative  to  in  Michi- 
gan 105 

Reciprocity  of  trade  183,184,  185 

Red  river,  ralt  304 

Re-eligibility  to  office,  sec  gov.  Ellsworth’s  speech  199 
Reform  104 

Religions  anniversaries  204 

Reid,  gen.  Leigh,  shot  191 

Relations  of  commerce  with  G.  Britain,  letter  on  180 
Relief  bill,  of  Pennsylvania,  rejected  by  banks  187; 
3'eas  and  nays  on  212 

Reminiscence,  revolutionary  323 

Removals  from  office — resolution  to  give  list  of  pro- 
posed 294,  295,  296;  Benton’s  resolution  on  330;  reso- 
lution adopted  330 

Renshaw,  com.  James,  court  of  enquiry  held  on, 
charges  against  19S 

Rensselearwyck,  manor  of  187 

Report,  of  clerk  of  house  of  representatives  of  United 
States  rela'ive  to  appropriations  59,  60,  61  62,  63;  of 
physicians  on  gen.  Harrison’s  illness  84;  of  commis- 
sioners in  patroon  case  187;  on  home  squadron  339; 
of  committee  on  public  buildings  and  grounds  414 
Representatives,  of  foreign  states  now  in  Washing- 
ton 34 

Retrenchment,  resolution  from  committee  on  397 


Revenue — appointments  in  Maryland  131;  bill  of 
Pennsylvania  187 

Revenue,  comparative,  of  France  and  England  177; 
resolution  on  cutter  service  400 

Revenue  bill,  of  Pennsylvania,  substance  of  169;  of 
Ohio  172 

Revenue  laws — resolution  adopted  modifying  the  in 
certain  cases  300;  considered  in  house  of  representa- 
tives 350, 351;  table  relative  to  355,  356, 357,  368;  passed 
366;  message  from  house  of  representatives  to  senate 
announcing  passage  of  bill  411;  vote  on  postponement 
of  in  senate  ib.\  Rhode  Island  resolution  on  412 

Revolutionary  claims — chairman  of  committee  on  in 
United  States  senate  221;  officers  384 

Revolutionary  soldiers,  petition  in  behalf  of  widows 
of  283 

Reward  to  valor  16 

Richmond  the,  overhauled  by  British  cruiser  88 

Richmond,  (Virginia),  proceedings  in,  relative  to  fu- 
neral honors  to  gen.  Harrison  114 

Riots,  on  canal  224 

Rives,  see  Blair 

Rives,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  in  United  States  senate  218; 
chairman  of  committee  on  foreign  relations  221 

Rhode  Island — convention  called  to  form  new  con- 
stitution 21;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for  usury 
in  117;  meeting  of  legislature  in,  whig  ticket,  congres- 
sional election  in,  re-election  of  judges,  sheriff  and 
clerk  186;  colored  people  in  opposed  to  exemption  from 
taxation  196;  short  session  of  304;  resolutions  of  on 
revenue  in  house  of  representatives  of  U.  S.  412 

Roads  and  canals,  chairman  of  committee  on  in  U.  S. 
senate  221 

Roads,  turnpike,  of  Kentucky  120 

Roane,  Mr.,  resolution  relative  to  judge  Barbour  7 
Robbery,  of  mails  304;  items  of  ""  336 

Robinson,  Peter,  verdict  of  jury  on  80 

Rocks,  melted  399 

Rock  salt  368 

Rocky  mountains,  steamer  bound  towards  128 

Rogers  & sons,  cutlers,  statistics  of  96 

Roman  states,  army  statistics  192 

Rome,  feast  of  languages,  celebration  at  145 

Ronaldson,  James,  death  of  96 

Rule — rescinded  by  congress  223;  debate  on  in  house 
of  representatives  251;  252;  253,  254,  255;  Mr.  Wise’s 
resolution,  Mr.  Adams’  amendment,  vote,  debate  270; 
271;  further  remarks  283,  284;  debated  on  284;  on  sus- 
pension of  285;  debate  on  adoption  of  285;  debate  and 
final  decision  on  adoption  of  286;  resolutions  on,  votes 
on  297 

Rush,  Richard,  when  minister  to  Great  Britain  210 
Russia — fall  of  price  of  corn  in  357;  squadron  sent 
to  the  Hague  by  emperor  of  322;  trade  with  China  by 

354 

S. 

Sailor,  a would  be  368 

Salary,  report  favorable  to  increase  of  for  district 
judge  of  Louisiana  282 

Salem,  trade  of  320 

Sands,  J.  R.,  appointed  commander  of  Brooklyn 
navy  yard  196 

Sandwich  Islands — the  Polynesian,  loss  of  vessel, 
account  of  calamity  178;  population  of  225 

Sarah  Ann,  the,  captured  179 

Saratoga  springs  352 

Schools,  in  Vermon  t 272 

Schools,  common,  of  New  York  39;  in  Pennsyl- 
vania 224 

School  fund,  of  Connecticut  22,  186 

School,  Sunday,  anniversary  of  205 

Seaman’s  Friend  society,  anniversary  of  205 
Sergeant,  at-arms,  election  of  in  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 239 

Season,  the  144 

Secretary  of  navy — George  E.  Badger  of  North 
Carolina  18;  return  of  to  Washington  203;  report 
of  to  president  Tyler  209;  document  from  236;  re- 
port from  on  removal  of  Mediterranean  squadron 
294;  communication  from  on  statue  of  Washington 

397 

Secretary  of  state,  Daniel  Webster,  18;  circular 
on  parlizan  interference  51;  visit  to  N.  York  and  re- 
turn 66;  letter  of  inquiry  relative  to  laborers,  &c.  on 
public  works  66;  letter  of  in  year  1833  on  slavery 
67;  announcement  of  president’s  death  by,  arrange- 
ment for  funeral  by  S5;  letter  to  Mr.  Cuthbert  104; 
visit  to  frigate  Brandywine  179;  documents  from 
and  minister  of  Great  Britain,  report  to  president 
Ironi,  on  commerce  209;  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Fox  229,  230,  231;  documents  relative  to  foreign 
commerce  242,  243,  244;  report  from  transmitted 
to  congress  255:  reports  from,  submitted  to  United 
States  senate  283;  communication  from  relative  to 
census  295;  communication  from  in  relation  to  as- 
sumption of  state  debt  296;  communication  from, 
relative  to  seizuie  of  American  vessels  submitted 
to  Congress  319 

Secretary  of  state,  for  Maryland,  appointed  1S8 
Secretary  of  treasury,  Thomas  Ewing  of  Ohio  18; 
circular  to  disbursing  agents  and  navy  and  Indian 
departments  66;  announcement  of  president’s  death 
and  arrangement  for  funeral  by  85;  circular  to  dis- 
bursing agents  88;  statement  by,  showing  amount 
of  notes  issued  12S;  statement’  by,  of  amount  of 
notes  issued  146;  state  of  finances  at  close  ol  last 
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administration  drawn  up  by  L.  Woodbury  1C3;  re- 
port of  on  finances  232,  233,  234;  report  handed  in 
by,  on  receipts  and  expenditures  of  post  office  de- 
partment for  1840,  260;  report  of  treasury  notes 
issued  prior  to  Marcti  4th  283;  communication  from 
presented  to  house  of  representatives  of  U.  States 
284;  condensed  statement  of  expenditures  in  Indian 
affairs  and  Florida  war,  by  290;  relative  to  com- 
merce and  navigation  295;  communication  from,  on 
clerical  error  296;  resolution  passed  house  of  re- 
presentatives, calling  on  for  plan  of  fiscal  agent  299; 
communications  from  318,  319;  communications 
from,  containing  accounts  of  disbursing  officers  and 
agents  330;  communication  from  on  sub-treasury 
law  333;  communication  from  on  commerce  and 
navigation  of  France  367;  communication  from 
on  land  office  proceedings  395;  report  from  land 
office  411 

Secretary  of  war,  John  Bell  of  Tennessee  IS; 
announcement  of  president’s  death  and  arrangement 
for  funeral  by  85;  office  of  commissioner  in  Missis- 
sippi discontinued  by  88;  Mr.  Poinsett’s  report  and 
resignation  of  office  in  department  of  war  164;  re- 
port of  to  president  209;  documents  from  234,  235, 
236;  communication  from  to  house  of  representa- 
tives relative  to  expenditures  for  Indian  treaty  367 
Seminole  war,  resolution  of  inquiry  into  causes 
of  383 

Senate,  of  United  States,  standing  of  359 

Senatorial  districts,  of  Connecticut  200 

> Sergeant,  John,  declines  appointment  of  minister 
to  England  323 

Sergeant-at-arms,  proceeding  relative  to  election 
of  46 

Sevier,  Mr.,  of  Arkansas,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 
Seward,  gov.,  reply  of  to  Virginia  151 

Shaft,  for  frigate  Missouri  240 

Shattuck,  Rev.  D.  O.,  nominated  for  governor  of 
Mississippi  90 

Shields,  Mr.,  delegate  from  Alabama  298 

Shinplasters  96 

Shipbuilding  400 

Shipwreck  224 

Short  session,  of  Rhode  Island  304 

Sigourney,  Mrs.,  return  of  to  United  States  144 
Silk — bounty  on  in  New  York  208,  256;  prayer 
for  duty  on  266,  320;  remonstrance  against  high 
duty  on  392;  importation  of  400 

Simmons,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  United  States 
senate  2 18 

Simmons,  J.  S.,  from  Rhode  Island,  qualified  as 
United  States  senator  46 

Simms,  J.  D.,  acting  secretary  of  navy,  announce- 
ment of  president’s  death  by  85 

Sing  Sing,  state  prison  288 

Slavers,  capture  of  80;  accounts  of  144;  capture 
of  Portuguese  192 

Slavery,  promise  of  Mehemet  Ali  relative  to  51; 
Webster’s  letter  on  67;  on  law  concerning  in  Ken- 
tucky 121;  in  Brazil  146;  decision  in  courts  of  Ohio 
on  206;  Mr.  Adams’  motion  relative  to  petitions 
concerning  223 

Slave — sale  of  prohibited  in  process  of  law  in 
Texas  179;  decision  relative  to  sale  of  convict 
189;  fugitive  case  272;  a,  at  Newport  288;  runaway 
336,  352;  insurrection  368 

Slave-trade — resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to  cor- 
respondence on  with  Great  Britain,  passed  house  of 
representatives  299;  on  president’s  message  con- 
cerning 300 

Small  notes  400 

Smith,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  in  U.  S.  senate  218;  re- 
marks by  on  pre-emption  bill  4 

Smith,  Mr.*,  of  Connecticut,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 
Smuggling,  schooner  to  be  tried  for  179 

Snags,  in  Mississippi,  number  removed  54 
Snuff,  statistics  of  manufacture  in  U.  S.  210 
Societies,  anniversaries  of  religious  204, 205,  206; 
see  American  societies. 

Solar  compass,  Burt’s  131 

Southard,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  president 
of  senate,  address  from  on  that  occasion  47;  takes 
chair  in  United  States  senate  218 

South  America — civil  war  in  New  Grenada,  fede- 
ral government  decreed,  forces  concentrated,  Ba- 
gota,  gen.  Herran,  gens.  Gonzales  and  Carmona, 
Panama  to  separate,  Lavelle  defeated  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  attempt  to  compromise  with  insurgents  18; 
battle  between  gov.  Rosas  and  gen.  Lavelle,  letter 
giving  particulars  33,  gloomy  state  of  New  Grenada, 
Venezuela  tranquil  51;  disturbances  at  Bolivar, 
Lavelte’s  defeat  confirmed,  invasion  of  St.  Cathe- 
rine’s, rumor  of  revolution  in  Paraguay,  general 
Hunter’s  vote  of  thanks,  Montevidian  legislature 
convoked,  Philip’s  arena  65,  130 

South  Carolina — freshet  in  64,  notice  of,  extract 
from  Charleston  Mereury  and  comments  on  by  the 
Sentinel,  notice  of  gen.  McDuffie’s  address  to  ag- 
ricultural society  of  120;  rates  of  interest  and  pun- 
ishment for  usury  in  117;  national  bank,  nullifica- 
tion 189;  observations  in  on  yellow  fever,  Mr. 


Calhoun’s  visit  to  son,  abstractor  speech  of  214, 
215;  Mr.  Preston  215 

Sovereigns,  ages  of  272 

Spain — Duoro  question  settled,  gen.  Espartero’s 
election,  outbreak  of  medical  students  51;  regency 
question  130;  no  advance  in  regency  question  161; 
cortes  assembled  in,  Espartero  178;  failure  to  form 
cabinet  in,  title  resolution,  madame  Mina  appointed 
governante  to  queen  and  sister  242;  chamber  of 
deputies  in  session,  business  in  257;  disturbances 
at  Barcelona,  Fete  Dieu  solemnized  289;  guardian- 
ship of  Isabella  vacant,  speech  of  Espartero  322 
Speech — of  Mr.  Clay  on  president  Tyler’s  veto 
message  403,  404,  405,  406;  Mr.  Wise’s  remarks  on 
fiscal  bank  406,  407,  408,  409,  410;  of  gov.  Ells- 
worth 198,  199,  200 

Specie,  shipped  for  Europe  160,  192,  256 

Specie  224,  240,  400 

Speaker,  vote  for  in  house  of  representatives  222 
Sprague,  Peleg,  judge  of  U.  S.  district  court  352 
Spring  352 

Stammering,  operation  in  320 

State  credit  55 

State  debts  304 

State  prison,  of  Connecticut  212 

State  legislatures,  tributes  of  to  memory  of  gen. 
W.  H.  Harrison  98 

State  stocks,  resolution  adopted  in  United  States 
senate  relative  to  investments  in  364 

Statistics — of  New  York  38,  39;  of  education  in 
Pennsylvania  39;  of  Boston  rail  road  48;  of  London 
post  office  65;  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indiana, 
table  of  121;  of  Illinois  121;  on  suicide  128;  of 
port  of  Boston,  Cincinnati  exports,  coal  of  United 
States,  distilleries,  of  iron,  shipping,  specie,  tem- 
perance, of  teas,  of  tobacco,  of  fisheries  160;  of 
Ohio  172;  of  France  177;  of  New  York  187;  of 
commerce  by  canal  at  Cleveland  190;  of  armies  192; 
of  Arkansas  198;  of  manufacture  of  tobacco  and 
snuff  210;  of  state  prison  of  Connecticut  212;  of 
St.  Petersburg  224;  of  St.  Louis  256;  of  insanity  288; 
of  city  of  New  York  336,  of  coffee  and  sugar  386, 

400 

St.  Louis — murder  in  132;  particulars  of  tragedy 
in,  arrest  of  murderers,  improvement  of  190;  four 
arrests  192;  statistics  of  256;  atrocities  of  murder- 
ers in  272 

St.  Petersburg — census,  statistics  224 

Statue,  of  Washington  370,397,  412 

Statutes,  new  process  of  copying  57 

Steamers  16;  Creole  burnt  32;  loss  of  the  Ran- 
dolph and  amount  of  property  lost  in,  decision  of 
court  in  Missouri  relative  to  48;  government  built 
in  Philadelphia  54;  the  Lion  of  Bristol  57;  accident 
in,  Renown  snagged,  Chester  snagged  64;  trip  of 
Acadia  80;  description  of  the  Mississippi  89;  num- 
ber of  on  Atlantic  ocean  112;  river  lock  navigation 
for  in  Kentucky  120;  Trapper  for  Yellowstone  riv- 
er, the  Acadia,  frigates  experiment  of  128;  acci- 
dent  on  North  river,  explosion  of  the  Henry  Eck- 
ford,  ships  144;  the  President  160;  description  of 
frigate  Mississippi  165;  letters  by  176;  anxiety  for 
President,  names  of  passengers  of  President,  Clarion 
at  Havana,  additions  contemplated  to  Cunard’s  line, 
line  of  American  to  Liverpool,  first  arrival  at  Chi- 
cago 176;  communication  by  in  France  177;  Britan- 
nia 192;  iron  ships,  memoranda  of  the  Troy,  trips 
of  the  Missouri,  the  Maryland  burnt,  arrivals  of  at 
Havana,  the  Clarion,  the  President  203;  injuries  to 
Britannia  224;  the  Germ,  British  Queen  sold  240; 
cost  of  President  240,  256;  arrival  of  Caledonia  272; 
revenue  cutters  274;  accident  of  288,  304;  accident 
to,  one  stolen  320;  ships  336;  British,  French,  and 
Russian  337;  resolution  adopted  in  house  of  repre- 
sentatives relative  to  armed  350,  352,  368;  British 
armed  371;  disaster  of  Erie  384;  the  Germ  399, 400; 
disasters  416 

Steam  bridge  336 

Steam  engine,  experiment  of  Hodge’s  112 

Steam  navigation  company,  report  adverse  to  pe- 
tition from  29 

Steam  power,  new  application  of  224 

Steele  304 

Stevenson,  Andrew,  when  nominated  minister  to 
Great  Britain  210 

Stewart,  commodore  Charles,  announcement  of 
as  candidate  for  future  president  181 

Stocks  32,  48,  64,  112,  144,  160,  176,  192,  240, 
256,  288,  304,  320,  336,  368,  416 
Stockton  & Stokes,  leave  asked  to  withdraw  pa- 
pers of  from  file  of  U.  S.  senate  296 

Stone-cutters,  petition  from  382;  petition  of  re- 
ferred 397 

Stonington,  Massachusetts,  boot  and  shoe  ma- 
nufactures in  80 

Story,  Mr.  justice,  on  L’Amistad  case  40,  41,  42 
Strawberries,  at  Charleston  176 

Strembreck,  J.,  death  of  320 

Sturgeon,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  United  States 
senate  218 

Sturgis,  capt.  J.,  tribute  to  128 


Sub-treasury — instructions  ol  Maine  relative  to 
21;  Mr.  Graham’s  notice  of  bill  to  repeal  224;  Mr. 
Clay  on,  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment  adopted  238; 
amendment  as  amended  rejected,  bill  engrossed  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  239;  bill  for  repeal  passed 
239;  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution,  debate  on  244;  vote  on 
Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment,  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution 
adopted,  bill  reported  repealing,  remarks  on  245, 
246,  247;  consideration  of  resumed  248,  249;  yeas 
and  nays  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment,  on  amend- 
ment as  amended,  debate  on,  amendment  rejected 
250;  slight  amendments,  bill  concurred  in  by  senate, 
yeas  and  nays  on  engrossment  of  251;  Mr.  Wood- 
bury on  260,  261,  262;  Mr.  Calhoun  on  262;  further 
debate  on  263,  264,  265,  266;  bill  for  repeal  of  in 
house  of  representatives  283,  285;  New  York  Ame- 
rican on  290,  294;  bill  on  repeal  of  reported  to 
house  of  representatives  335;  bill  on  repeal  of  in 
United  States  senate  380,  381;  further  considera- 
tion of  in  committee  of  the  whole  declined  382; 
passed  house  of  representatives  383,  384;  president 
signs  bill  repealing  398 

Sugar — estates  in  Louisiana  128,  160,  224,  320, 
336;  production  of  in  the  world  386 

Suicide — statistics  of  128;  of  J.  L.  Moore  208, 
304;  in  France  336 

Suit,  against  N.  Biddle  368 

Sunday  schools,  in  Havana  256 

Sun  stroke  336 

Survey,  of  coast  of  United  States  300 

Swachhamer,  Mr.,  resolution  introduced  by,  on 
McLeod  case  132 

Swartwout — report  of  return  of  304;  arrival  and 
summons  of  368 

Sweden  — Russian  ambassador’s  assault  in  51; 
army  statistics  192 

Switzerland — vote  on  aid  extended  to  Argau, 
French  instructions  on  suppression  of  convents  in 
51;  spoliation  of  convents  in,  catholic  preparations, 
foreign  influence  161 

Sylvester,  Mr.,  elected  professor  of  Virginia  uni- 
versity 320 

Syria — commodore  Napier  to  repair  to  Smyrna, 
Turkish  forces  at  Jaffa  51 

T. 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  of  New  York,  in  United  States 
senate  218 

Taney,  R B.  communication  from,  on  funeral 
ceremonies  of  judge  Barbour  7;  letter  from,  relative 
to  gen.  Harrison’s  funeral  oration  114 

Tappan,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  in  United  States  senate  218; 
on  construction  of  constitution  relative  to  presiden- 
tial office  218 

Tariff — instructions  of  Maine  relative  to  21;  letter 
of  J.  Hume  relative  to  180;  gov.  Ellsworth  in  favor 
of  186;  gov.  Ellsworth’s  views  of  198,  199;  memo- 
rial of  Pennsylvania  on,  presented  to  house  of  rep. 
and  laid  on  table  298;  of  duties  of  Venezuela  305; 
articles  on  307V~report  in  favor  of  revision  of,  con- 
sidered 335;  extract  of  debate  on  printing  memorial 
in  favor  of  increase  of  343,  344,  345;  Mr.  Winthrop’s 
resolution  on  349,  further  consideration  of  ib  ; vote 
reconsidered  350;  petition  from  citizens  of  Baltimore 
on  practical  operation  of,  referred  to  committee  on 
commerce  398 

Taverns  in  Philadelphia  160 

Tax,  laid  in  New  Jersey  39;  Indiana  poll  tax  40; 
bill  of  general,  in  Maryland  89;  extract  from  English 
paper  on  112;  petition  from  colored  population  and 
reasons  196 

Tea — loss  on,  in  London  16;  from  Panama  144; 
prices  of  160;  crops  in  China  162;  sales  of,  in  N. 
York  192;  trade  in  London  176;  trade  272;  party 

336 

Teetotaler  80 

Telegraphing — memorial  of  Mons.  Gonon  on  363 
Temperance — bill  in  Pennsylvania  56;  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts  64;  extraordinary  movements  in  Bal- 
timore 80;  in  Connecticut  128;  reform  144;  reform 
in  Ireland  160;  union  association  celebration  204; 
reform  208,  224,  256,  384 

Tennessee — nomination  in,  for  governor  39,  40; 
congressional  candidates,  Zebulon  Payne  in  durance 
57;  bank  exhibition  71;  time  of  congressional  elec- 
tion in  105;  rate  of  interest  in,  punishment  for  usury 
in  117 

Texas — treaty  with  Mexico,  payment  to  England, 
Henry  H.  Williams,  consul  at  Baltimore,  minister 
to  England,  Indian  marauders,  future  prospects, 
cotton,  appointments,  new  tariff,  Methodist  church, 
number  of  districts  in,  next  conference  33;  loan 
with  Great  Britain,  pacific  dinner  to  gen.  Houston, 
flood,  St.  Barnard  captured  66;  trade  over  land 
with  Mexico  83;  minister  to  Mexico,  fight  with 
Indians,  arrival  of  ship  with  specie  130;  nati- 
onal debt  of,  slave  sales  prohibited  in  certain  cases 
179;  minister  of,  to  France  ill  in  New  Orleans  208; 
boundary  of  225 

Territories,  rates  of  interest  in,  and  punishment 
for  usury  117 
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Thief  detector 
Thunderer  (brig) 

Titles 

Timber,  mode  of  preserving 
Tin 


304 
224 
113,  416 
399 
304 


Tract  society,  sixteenth  anniversary  of  205 
Trade  and  commerce— of  Connecticut  22;  of  U. 
States  67;  terms  of,  in  California  178;  letter  (rom 
J.  Hume  on  free  180;  on  reciprocity  of  183,  184, 
185;  of  Pittsburgh  304;  contest  for  338;  revenue, 
tariff,  table  relative  to  355,  385,  401 

Trafalgar,  launch  of  ship  337 

Transcendentalism  24  Q, 

Travelling  336,  368 

Treaty,  with  Mexico,  bill  to  amend  act  relative 
to  349;  in  house  of  representatives  351 

Treasury — Mr.  Benton’s  resolution  for  schedule 
of  payments  for  three  months  282;  debate  on,  mo- 
tion to  take  up  waived  283;  amount  of  notes  issued 
under  certain  acts  of  congress  290;  loan  385 

Treasury  notes — amount  issued  in  four  years 
146;  particulars  of  issue  of,  redeemed,  aggregate 
outstanding  210;  amount  of,  issued  368;  amount 
of  notes  issued  under  acts  of  congress  1837  and 
1839,  128;  loan  335 

Treasury  warrants  of  Mississippi  22 

Treaty — between  Great  Britain  and  China  162, 
163;  between  Great  Britain  and  Texas  177;  procla- 
mation of,  with  Portugal  216,  217,  218 

Tribute  of  respect  to  gen.  Harrison,  resolutions 
ofU.  S.  senate  on  238;  see  Harrison. 

Troops — discharge  of  brigade  of  Florida  militia 

Tobacco — statistics  of  manufacture  of  210,  272; 
state  of  negotiations  with  German  customs  union 
relative  to  reduction  of  duties  on,  submitted  to  U. 

S.  senate  296;  resolution  of  inquiry  into  correspon- 
dence concerning  trade  of  300,  304;  crops  320;  du- 
ties on  American,  in  Germany  339;  prices  352;  mo- 
nopoly 384,  400 

Tobacco  trade  in  1840,  64,  80;  monopoly  of,  in 
France  112;  concerning  trade  of  112,  160,  176,  192, 
224,  240,  336;  for  prices  of,  &c.  see  Tobacco  in  Chro- 
nicle page  of  each  No. 

Todd,  col.  testimony  of  gen.  Harrison’s  estimate, 
affecting  scene  84;  historical  reminiscence  of  8S;  last 
tribute  at  gen.  Harrison’s  funeral  114 

Tomato'  figs  416 

Tombigbee  river,  on  fire  3S4 

Townsend,  Mr.  elected  serjeant-at-arms  for  house 
of  representatives  of  U.  S.  239 

Tucker,  Mr.  appointed  inspector  of  customs  114 
Turkey — conference  of  ministers  in,  Egyptian 
question,  settlement  announced  in,  approbation  of 
Masloum  Bey,  Ottoman  fleet  51,  firman  granting 
pashalic  to  Mehemit  Ali  prepared,  forwarded  to 
Alexandria,  circular,  protocol  82;  fleet  ol,  discussion 
of  porte’s  reply  to  Mehemit  Ali  129;  articles  of 
treaty  130;  extraordinary  councils  held  in,  minis- 
terial revolution  in,  fleet  of,  enters  Bosphorus,  num- 
ber of  vessels,  a Swede  enters  service  in  162;  diffi- 
culties in  209;  Bulgarian  insurrection  suppressed, 
tribute  of  pasha,  Christians  fortifying  Mount  Athos, 
insurrection  of  Candia  257;  sultan’s  health  declining 
289;  insurgents  defeated,  protocol  401 

Tuscany — army  of  192 

Tustin,  Rev.  Mr.  elected  chaplain  282 

Tyler — vice  president,  address  of  19;  vacates  his 
seat  as  presiding  officer  in  senate  and  wherefore 
46;  notified  of  gen.  Harrison’s  death,  arrival  of,  in 
Washington  84;  official  visits  to,  remarks  by,  oath 
of  office  by  87;  address  of,  to  people  of  United 
States,  recommends  day  of  fast  97;  opinions  of,  on 
certain  questions  as  contained  in  letter  to  W.  Ro- 
binson 115;  reply  to  foreign  ministers  130;  corres- 
pondence between  arid  Israelites  179;  proclamation 
of  treaty  with  Portugal  by  216,  217,  218;  message 
from  to  congress  219,  220;  correspondence  of,  rela- 
tive to  removal  of  gen.  Harrison’s  remains  299;  let- 
ter from,  to  Mrs.  Harrison  302;  letter  from,  on  ap- 
propriations for  Washington’s  statue  367;  commu- 
nication from,  on  removals  from  office  381;  veto 
message  from  389;  veto  on  bank  bill  in  U.  S.  senate 
393;  signs  navy  pension  bill  397;  signs  repeal  of 
sub  treasury  398 

U. 

Union,  Rev.  Mr.  Cone  on  226 

United  States — commerce  of,  with  Great  Britain, 
treaty  of,  with  Portugal,  trade  and  commerce  of, 
trade  with  France,  duties  on  luxuries  in  67;  popu- 
lation 80;  part  of  constitution  of,  relative  to  presi- 
dential election  87;  rates  of  interest  in  the 
different,  and  punishment  for  usury  117;  distilleries 
in,  product  of  breadstuff's  in,  exports  of  wheat  and 
flour  from  1790  to  1840,  147;  association  of  geolo- 
gists of,  agricultural  rank  ofl48;  use  of  coal  in  160; 
table  of  expenses,  executive,  legislative,  and  judi- 
ciary of  the,  wheat  crops  of  certain  165;  table  of 
annual  manufacture  and  exportation  of  tobacco  and 
snuff  from  210;  resolution  relative  to  survey  of  coast 


of,  passed  house  of  rep.  300;  bill  introduced  in  h. 
of  rep.  to  revive  act  relative  to  punishment  for  crime 
against  334;  communication  from  president  in  rela- 
tion to  law  relative  to  military  expeditions,  &c.  335; 
trade  and  commerce  401 

Universalists,  testimony  inadmissable  in  Georgia 

172 

University,  Harwood,  Virginia  304;  professor  in 
Virginia  elected  320 

Upasian  winds  320 

Usury,  punishment  for,  in  Ihe  various  states  and 
territories  117 

' Utica,  rail  road  416 

Uxmal,  account  of  ruins  of  191 

V. 

Valette,  captain  E.  T.  A.  sword  delivered  to  16 
Valuable  suggestions,  on  offices  and  patronage 

116 

Van  Buren — president,  sundry  communications 
from  30;  ieft  Washington  43;  correspondence  with 

T.  Reynolds  of  Missouri  52;  arrival  of,  at  New 
York  60;  proceeds  to  Kinderhook  179;  when  minis- 
ter to  Great  Britain  210 

Van  Dieman’s  Land,  resolutions  relative  to  Ame- 
rican citizens  in  330;  communication  from  president 
relative  to  335 

Varella,  Felix,  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on  112 
Vattemere,  embarks  for  France  256 

Venezuela,  tariff  of  duties  of  305 

Vera  Cruz,  revolution  in  65 

Vermont — rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for 
usury  in  117;  choice  of  censors  for  131;  abolition 
nomination  in  240;  council  of  censors  in  session 
256;  schools  in  272 

Veto — message  from  president  Tyler  389,  390; 
opinions  on  390,  391,  392;  on  fiscal  bank  received 
in  U.  S.  senate  393 

Vice  president,  see  Tyler,  remarks  on,  see  pages 

97, 9S 

Vienna,  population  of  352 

Victoria,  age  of  queen  240 

Virginia — reward  to  valor  in  16;  votes  for  U.  S. 
senator  22;  correspondence  with  New  York,  resig- 
nation of  gov.  Gilmer  55;  Mr.  Hunter’s  letter  57; 
difficulty  with  New  York  68;  letter  to  69;  abstract 
of  bank  law  in,  divorce  law  71;  executive  proceed- 
ing of,  on  death  of  president  Harrison  99;  question 
growing  out  of  governor’s  resignation,  time  of  elec- 
tions, nomination  of  gov.  Gilmer  for  congress  105; 
tribute  to  gen.  Harrison’s  memory  by  citizens  of 
Richmond  114;  rate  of  interest  and  punishment  for 
usury  in  117;  election  149;  communication  to  New 
York  from  lieut.  gov.  of  150;  result  of  elections  in 
172;  geological  report  of  188;  recent  election  in  196; 
close  of  Protestant  Episcopal  convention  in  214; 
case  ol  contested  284;  board  of  agriculture  in  368; 
military  land  warrant  bill  398 

Volcano  48;  splendid  eruption  of  a 207 

Votes,  number  polled  for  speaker  to  house  of  rep. 
222 ; for  clerk  222 

W. 

War  department,  ('John  Bell)  general  orders  for 
funeral  of  president  by  85;  see  secretary. 

War  steamers  337 

Water,  supply  of  in  London  336 

Waterford  336 

Water  and  steam,  in  manufacturing  cotton  80 
Washington  city,  proceedings  of  citizens  of,  on 
death  of  president  Harrison  115 

Washington,  national  monument  society  80;  sta- 
tue of  412 

Washington,  statue  of  367,370 

Watt,  James,  character  of  96 

Weather  64,  176,  192 

Weaving  224 

Webster,  Daniel,  resolution  complimentary  to  21; 
facts  relative  to  speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne 
48;  see  sec.  of  state. 

Weights  and  measures  370 

Westlndies — fire  at  Mayaguez,  dread  of  revolt  among 
slaves  18;  epidemic  at  Jamaica,  cargo  of  ice,  riot, 
slaver  354;  distress  in  mercantile  community  355 
Western  law  224 

Western  rivers  64,  80 

Westward,  emigration  368 

Weglin,  A.  letter  from  to  president  Tyler  179 
Whalers  400 

V’hales  240 

Whale  ship  arrived  in  Delaware  SO;  fisheries  160, 

288 

Wheat  bounty  in  Mass.  37;  statistics  concerning 
147,  148,  160;  crops  of  west  165,  176,  192;  disco- 
veries on  propagation  of  207;  items  224,  272,  28S, 
320,  336.  352,  368,  3S4,  400,  416.  [For  prices  of, 
ike.  see  Chronicle  page  of  each  number .] 

Wheeling,  public  feeling  at,  on  hearing  of  gen. 
Harrison’s  death  " H4 

Whelan,  Rev.  V.  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on 

112 


White,  John,  elected  speaker  to  house  of  rep  of 

U.  S.,  address  by  222 

White,  Mr.  of  Indiana,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 

White,  H.  II.  pardon  of  3S5 

Whig  editors,  festival  of  34,  35,  36 

Wild  Cat,  (Indian),  description  of  132;  spepch 
from  211 

Wiley,  chief  justice,  indictment  of  384 

William  Brown,  particulars  of  loss  of  the  209 

240 

Wilkinson,  Frederick,  late  of  U.  S.  armj",  death 
of  112 

Williams,  Mr.  of  Maine,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 

Wilson,  J.L.  of  Charleston,  declines  appointment 

66 

Winn,  judge  R.  death  of  224 

Windsor  castle,  robbery  of  129 

Wirtenburg,  army  of  192 

Wisconsin,  bankrupt  law  in  71;  rate  of  interest 
and  punishment  for  usury  in  117;  villages  in  132; 
missionaries  in  288 

Wise,  H.  on  vote  for  speaker  and  clerk  222;  on 
president  Tyler’s  position  223 

Woodbridge,  Wm.  of  Michigan,  qualified  as  U.  S. 
senator  46 

Woodbury,  Levi,  letter  from,  to  collector  of  New 
York  21;  qualified  as  U.  States  senator  from  New 
Hampshire  46;  account  of  finances  by  163 

Wool,  exports  of,  from  New  South  Wales  and 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  146;  suit  relative  to  160 

Wool  272;  product  of,  in  America  290,  400 
"Worth,  Algernon,  purser,  death  of  104 

Worthington,  N.  W.,  M . D.,  consulting  physician 
during  president  Harrison’s  last  illness  84 

Wrright,  Mr.  of  New  York,  in  U.  S.  senate  218 
Wright,  T.  elected  sec.  of  state  of  Maryland  188 
Wyaudots,  offer  to  384 

Y. 

Yankee  enterprize  352 

Yeas  and  nays — on  Mr.  Tappan’s  substitute,  on 
district  banks,  on  Mr.  Clay’s  amendment,  Mr.  Al- 
len’s amendment,  on  engrossing  the  judicial  circuit 
court  bill  7;  on  suspending  rule  of  the  house  9;  on 
Cave  Johnson’s  amendment  to  appropriation  bill  10; 
striking  out  previso3  to  10;  on  Mr.  Alford’s  amend- 
ment relative  to  sale  of  spoons,  on  Mr.  Allen’s 
amendmentlO;  amendments  to  appropriation  bill  ib.; 
on  Mr.  Mallory’s  proposition  to  send  charge  d’af- 
faires to  Mexico  instead  of  minister,  on  coast  sur- 
vey, on  movement  for  a call  of  the  house,  on  Poto- 
mac appropriation  bill,  on  decision  of  the  chair  11; 
on  amendment  relative  to  officers  fees,  on  Cave 
Johnson’s  proviso,  on  amendment  relative  to  custom 
house  of  New  York,  to  collector  of  N.  Y.,  on  appro- 
priations for  president’s  house,  on  adjournment,  on 

Mr.  Stanly’s  amendment,  on  Alexandria  court  house 

appropriations,  on  pay  for  stone  cutters,  &c.,  on  re- 
ducing mission  to  Mexico;  on  compensation  to  post- 
masters, on  suspending  rules,  on  laying  amendment 
on  table,  on  amendment  of  journal  12;  on  excusing 
Mr.  Crabb  from  voting,  on  resolution  to  pay  mem- 
bers unavoidably  detained,  on  going  into  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  amendment  to  naval  appropriations, 
on  appeal  of  house,  on  amendment  relative  to  Cum- 
berland road,  &c.  13;  on  Mr.  Evans’ amendment,  on 
previous  question,  on  motion  requiring  two-thirds 
of  house,  on  Mr.  Droomgoole’s  amendment  15;  on 
suspension  of  rules,  on  amendment  to  appropriation 
for  Kickapoos,  on  concurring  with  amendments,  on 
militia  claim  of  Maine,  on  appeal,  on  decision  of 
chair,  on  amendment  to  claim  of  Alabama  29;  on 
considering  message  relative  to  printing,  on  de- 
ferring election  of  serjeant-at-arms,  on  adopting  re- 
solution to  elect  serjeant-at-arms,  on  amendment  to 
proposition  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives,  on  adoption 
of  resolution,  on  delivering  official  bond  to  Blair  and 
Rives  46;  on  message  to  president  Tyler  218;  on 
voting  for  speaker  by  ballot  222;  on  adjournment 
223;  on  adjournment  ib.-,  on  Mr.  Adams’  amendment 
to  rules  of  house  ib.;  twice  on  laying  on  table  sub- 
ject relative  to  seats,  desks,  &c.  ib.;  on  Mr.  Cal- 
houn’s amendment  to  bill  to  repeal  sub-treasury  238; 
on  adoption  thereof,  on  engrossment  thereof,  on  re- 
peal, on  passage  of  bill  239;  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
amendment  245;  ordered  on  resolution  of  inquiry 
relative  to  gen.  Arbuckle’s  removal  to  another  sec- 
tion ib.;  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment  to  bill  to 
abolish  sub-treasury,  on  amendment  thus  amended, 
on  Mr.  Benton’s  amendment  250;  on  engrossment 
of  sub-treasury  bill  251;  on  adjournment  of  house 
of  representatives  255;  on  adjournment  256;  on  ad- 
journment of  senate,  on  sub-treasury  bill  266;  on 
adjournment,  on  ordering  main  question  in  relation 
to  rules,  on  adoption  of  amendment  thereto,  on 
amendment  to  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution,  on  appoint- 
ment of  select  committee  271;  on  motion  to  lay  bill 
on  table,  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Benton’s  re- 
solution for  schedule  of  payments  on  table,  on  laying 
it  on  table  282;  on  adjournment  of  house,  on  call  of 
house,  on  laying  motion  of  reconsideration  on  table. 
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on  tellers,  on  taking  main  question*,  on  main  ques- 
tion, on  adjournment,  on  appeal  from  decision  of 
chair,  on  2d  branch  of  division  of  question  on  elec- 
tion of  printer  284;  on  relief  bill  m Pennsylvania 
legislature  212;  twice  on  suspending  rules,  on 
adjournment,  on  reading  report,  on  laying  report  on 
table,  on  adoption  of  report,  twice  on  reconsidera- 
tion of  vote  on  rules  283;  on  decision  of  chair,  on 
previous  question,  on  previous  question,  on  main 
question  relative  to  adoption  of  rules  for  house  ol 
representatives  286;  on  call  of  house,  on  ordering 
main  question,  on  hour  of  meeting,  on  motion  to  sus- 
pend rules  287;  on  motion  to  print  remonstrance,  on 
postponing  bill  to  revive  certain  bank  charters,  on 
Mr.  Benton’s  amendment,  on  recommitment  294; 
on  postponement  of  subject,  on  recommitment,  on 
appropriating  $25,000  to  gen.  Harrison’s  widow,  on 
adoption  ol  amendment  to  fiscal  agency  bill  295;  on 
reinstating  amendment  on  public  land  bill,  on 
amendment,  on  further  amendment  296;  on  change 
of  hour  of  meeting  in  United  States  senate,  on  Mr. 
Bayard’s  amendment  to  bill  to  incorporate  subscri- 
bers to  fiscal  bank,  on  Mr.  Rives’  amendment,  on 
motion  to  strike  out  District  of  Columbia  as  place 
of  location,  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  motion  for  location 
297;  on  appeal  from  decision  of  chair,  on  adoption 
of  report  on  rules  of  house  of  representatives  297; 
on  house  of  representatives  concurring  with  com- 
mittee on  appropriation  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  on  pas- 
sage of  bill,  on  laying  a petition  on  table,  on  refer- 
ring bill  to  house,  on  motion  to  lay  bill  of  inquiry 
on  table  298;  on  sustaining  demand  for  previous 
question  relative  to  Mr.  Campbell's  resolution,  on 
calling  for  tellers,  on  ordering  main  question,  on 
main  question  299;  on  motion  to  lay  resolution  on 
McL  od’s  case  on  table,  on  motion  to  print  Hamil- 
ton’s plan  for  exchequer  of  issue,  on  reconsidera- 
tion of. vote  301;  o:i  Mr.  Rhett’s  motion,  on  appeal 
from  chair,  on  Mr.  Biigg’s  amendment  to  appropri- 
ation and  pre-emption  bill,  on  main  question,  on 
modified  amendment,  on  adoption  of  report  of  com- 
mittee, on  ordering  main  question,  on  adopting  Mr. 
Weller’s  resolution,  on  striking  out  enacting  clause, 
on  laying  bill  on  (able,  on  final  passage  of  bill,  on 
la)  ing  Mr.  Atherton’s  appeal  on  table  303;  on  sus- 
pending rules,  on  adoption  of  resolution  of  one  hour 
term,  on  motion  to  take  up  bill  for  provision  of  lu- 
natics 303;  twice  on  Mr.  Walker’s  amendments  to 
bank  bill,  on  Mr.  Benton’s  amendment,  on  Mr. 
^VaJker’s  third  amendment  314;  six  times  in  refer- 


ence to  fiscal  agency  bill  315,  five  times  on  amend- 
ments to  fiscal  agency  bill  316:  eight  times  on 
amendments  to  fiscal  agency  bill  317;  twice  on 
amendments  to  loan  bill,  on  ordering  main  question, 
on  engrossing,  on  final  passage,  on  resolution  to  go 
into  committee  of  whole,  on  pauper  lunatic  bill  318; 
on  repeal  of  law  of  1837,  on  amendment  to  naval 
fund  bill,  on  motion  to  adjourn,  on  amendment  to 
amendment,  on  amendment  as  amended,  on  main 
question,  on  committee  rising  319;  on  amendments 
to  loan  bill,  called  eight  times,  on  adjournment  once 
330;  on  adjournment  twice,  on  resolution  relative 
to  removals  from  office  once,  on  amendments  to 
bank  bill  eight  times  331;  six  limes  on  amendments 
to  bank  bill,  on  house  resolving  itself  into  commit- 
tee of  whole  twice  332;  on  laying  resolutions  on 
table,  on  amendment  to,  on  amendment,  on  resolu- 
tion as  amended  333;  seven  times  on  page  334;  on 
postponing  appropriation  bill,  on  laying  it  on  table, 
on  laying  bankrupt  bill  on  table,  on  appropriation 
lor  home  squadron  335;  on  changing  place  of  trial 
of  gen.  Gratiot  345;  on  laying  bill  for  bankrupt  law 
on  table,  on  taking  up  bankrupt  bill,  on  amendment 
as  amended,  on  adjournment,  on  striking  out  a 
clause,  on  engrossment,  on  passage  of  bill,  on  strik- 
ing out  section  of  bank  bill  346;  on  amendments 
and  Striking  out  parts  of  bank  bill,  seven  times  347; 
nine  times  on  alterations  to,  once  on  engrossment  of 
bank  bill  348;  on  postponing  and  final  passage  of 
bank  bill,  on  going  into  committee,  on  laying  Mr. 
Winthrop’s  resolution  on  table,  on  main  question 
349;  on  adjournment,  on  call  of  house,  on  reconsi- 
deration of  vote,  on  amendment  to  bill  for  armed 
steamers,  twice  on  committee  of  whole,  on  revenue 
bill  350;  twice  on  going  into  committee  of  whole, 
on  previous  question  on  revenue  bill,  on  day  for 
consideration  thereof,  on  amendment  thereto,  on 
adoption  of  resolution,  on  resolving  into  committee 
of  whole  351;  on  amendments  to  navy  pension  bill, 
on  striking  out,  on  adoption  of  amendment  to  dis- 
trict bank  charier  bill,  on  adding  clause  to,  on  re- 
storing fourth  section,  on  engrossment,  on  third 
reading  of  lunatic  bill  363;  on  amendments  to  ap- 
propriation bill,  on  laying  resolution  on  table,  twice 
on  amendments  to  fortification  bill  364;  seven  times 
on  appropriations  for  fortifications,  &c.,  four  times 
on  amendments  to  bill  for  duties  on  drawbacks  365; 
five  times  on  revenue  bill,  on  printing  extra  copies 
of  report  on  bankrqpt  bill,  on  laying  on  tabie,  on 
passage  of  revenue  bill,  on  reconsideration  of  366; 
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on  laying  resolution  on  table,  thrice  on  limiting  time 
ol  debate,  on  adjournment  367;  on  laying  motion  to 
print  memorial  on  table,  on  third  reading  of  bill 
four  limes  on  amendments  to  fortification  bill  378; 
on  sustaining  decision  of  chair,  on  decision  of  se- 
nate, five  times  on  amendments  to  land  bill,  on  print- 
ing memorial  379;  four  times  on  pre-emption  bill, 
on  printing  resolutions  of  Virginians,  on  postponing 
sub- treasury  bill,  three  times  on  amending  sub- 
treasury bill,  on  laying  resolution  relative  to  French 
minister’s  remonstrance  on  table  380;  main  ques- 
tion and  on  passage  of  bank  bill  381;  on  taking  up 
sub-treasury  bill,  on  bankruptcy  bill,  on  laying  bill 
aside,  on  main  question,  on  discharging  committee 
of  whole  from  consideration  of  bankruptcy  bill,  lay- 
ing motion  to  print  memorial  on  table,  on  motion  to 
publish  excluded  petitions  382;  on  amendment  to 
land  bill  392;  five  times  on  amendments  to  land  bill 
393;  five  times  on  amendment  to  land  bill  394;  on 
postponing  consideration  of  veto  message,  on  amend- 
ment to  pre-emption  bill,  on  postponing  land  bil! 
395;  on  final  passage  of  bank  bill  396;  on  amend- 
ment to  resolution  on  bankruptcy  bill,  on  laying  re- 
solution on  table,  on  adoption,  on  amending  amend- 
ment to  senate  on  navy  pension  bill,  on  adjourn- 
ment, on  resolution  on  bankrupt  bill;  on  committee 
rising,  on  call  of  house  396;  on  call  for  previous 
question,  on  motion  to  reconsider,  on  agreeing  to 
amendment  to  census  bill,  on  laying  resolution  on 
table,  on  third  reading  of  census  bill,  on  motion  on 
bankrupt  question  397;  fifteen  times  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy  question  and  on  final  passage  in  house 
of  representatives  393;  on  reconsideration  of  yote, 
on  bankrupt  bill,  on  senate’s  amendment  to  exten- 
sion of  charter  of  district  banks,  or.  adjournment, 
on  passage  of  bill  relative  to  District  bank  charter 
and  senate’s  amendment  thereto  399;  eighr  times  on 
amendments  to  land  bill  410;  on  distributing  pro- 
ceeds of  public  lands,  on  adjournment  of  congress, 
on  going  into  executive  session,  four  times  on  amend- 
ments to  land  bill,  on  adjournment,  on  reading  re- 
venue bill,  on  postponing  revenue  bill  411;  on  ad- 
journment of  congress  412;  on  McLeod  resolution, 
on  amendments  to  fortification  bill  twice,  on  recon- 
sidering vote,  on  amendment  to  fiscal  bank  bill,  on 
laying  resolution  on  table,  on  adopting  resolution 
413;  four  times  on  amendments  to  bank  bill,  on  or- 
dering main  question,  on  main  question,  on  final  pas- 
sage, on  laying  on  table,  on  passage  of  the  bill  414 
Yellow  fever  203,  214,  352,  384 
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{(CJ-To  enable  us  to  lay  before  our  readeis,  at 
the  earliest  possible  period,  (he  inaugural  ad- 
dress of  president  Harrison,  vve  have  had,  neces- 
sarily, to  exclude  from  our  columns,  many  articles 
which  would  have  imparted  to  it  a much  greater 
miscellaneous  character;  but  this  we  do  not  regret, 
because  we  are  aware  how  intensely  excited  the 
ublic  mind  is  to  see  this  paper.  And  had  we  not 
een  compelled  by  this  cause  to  omit  much  that  we 
had  prepared  for  our  journal,  the  desire,  always 
consequent  upon  the  adjournment  of  congress,  to 
see  its  last  doings,  would  have  precluded  us  from 
giving  a more  varied  complexion  to  this  number, 
as  the  proceedings  of  congress,  on  the  eve  of  every 
session,  is  not  only  voluminous,  but  immensely  im- 
portant to  the  various  interests  of  which  our  coun- 
try are  composed.  This  biief  apology  must  suffice 
tor  the  present,  and  without  indulging  in  any  vain- 
glorious promises  for  the  future,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  add,  that  it  shall  be  both  our  pleasure  and 
duty  to  make  the  Register,  what  it  ougtit  to  be, 
a faithful  chronicle  o(  the  times. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
ike  advice  and  consent  of  Ike  senate.  Armory  Ed- 
wards, to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  in  the  place  of  Alfred  M.  Slade,  deceased. 

John  L.  Wilson,  to  be  attorney  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  ol 
James  T.  Archer,  resigned. 

James  H.  Rell'e  to  be  marshal  of  the  U.  States  for 
the  district  of  Missouri,  reappointed. 

John  Branch,  to  be  receiver  of  public  money's  for 
the  district  ol  kinds  subject  to  sale  at  Washington, 
in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  in  the  place  of  Anthony 
W.  Rabb,  resigned. 

John  Warren  Grigsby,  to  be  consul  at  Bordeaux, 
in  the  place  of  George  Strobel,  appointed  consul  at 
Matarizas. 

Peter  A.  Carnes,  to  be  consul  at  Campeche,  in 
the  place  of  John  L.  McGregor,  deceased. 

John  J.  Morgan,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  New  York,  in  the  stale  of  New 
York,  vice  Jesse  Hoyt,  resigned. 

William  Gaunt,  colleclor  of  the  customs  at  Nat- 
chez, Mississippi,  vice  T.  A.  S.  Doniphan,  resign- 
ed. 

Andrew  Agnew,  surveyor  for  the  district  of 
Perth  Amboy,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the 
port  of  New  Brunswick,  in  the  state  of  N.  Jersey, 
vice  J.  R.  Hardenberg  deceased. 

the  inaugural  address 
Of  gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  March  4,1841, 

on  enteiing  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of  presi- 
dent of  the  Uuiled  States. 

Called  from  a retirement  which  I had  supposed 
was  to  continue  for  the  residue  of  iny  life,  to  fill 
the  chief  executive  office  of  this  great  and  free  na- 
tion, I appear  before  you,  fellow  citizens,  to  take 
the  oaths  which  the  constitution  prescribes,  as  a 
necessary  qualification  for  the  performance  of  its 
duties.  And  in  obedience  to  a custom  coeval  with 
our  government,  and  what  I believe  to  be  your  ex- 
pectations, I proceed  to  present  to  you  a summary 
of  the  principles  which  will  govern  me  in  the  dis- 
charge ok  the  duties  which  I shall  be  called  upon  to 
perform. 

It  was  the  remark  of  a Roman  consul,  in  an  early 
peiiod  ofthal  celebrated  republic,  that  a most  strik- 
ing contrast  was  observable  in  the  conduct  of  can- 
didates for  offices  of  power  and  trust,  before  and 
after  obtaining  them — they  seldom  carrying  out,  in 
tile  latter  case,  the  pledges  and  promises  made  in 
the  former.  However  much  the  world  may  have 
improved,  in  many  respects,  in  the  laps  of  upwards 
ol  two  thousand  years  since  the  remark  was  made 
by  the  virtuous  and  indignant  Roman,  I fear  that  a 
strict  examination  of  the  annals  of  some  of  the  mo- 
dern elective  governments,  would  develop  similar 
instances  of  violated  confidence. 
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Although  the  fiat  of  the  people  lias  gone  forth, 
proclaiming  me  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  glorious 
union,  nothing  upon  their  part  remaining  to  be 
done,  it  may  be  thought  that  a motive  may  exist  to 
keep  up  the  delusion  under  which  they  may  be 
supposed  to  have  acted  in  relation  to  iny  principles 
and  opinions;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some  in 
this  assembly  who  have  come  here  either  prepared 
to  condemn  those  I shall  now  deliver,  or,  approving 
them,  to  doubt  the  sincerity  with  which  they  are 
uttered.  But  the  laps  of  a few  months  will  con- 
firm or  dispel  their  fears.  The  outline  of  principles 
to  govern,  and  measures  to  be  adopted,  by  an 
administration  not  yet  begun,  w ill  soon  be  exchang- 
ed for  immutable  history,  and  I shall  stand,  either 
exhonorated  by  iny  country  men,  or  classed  with  the 
mass  ol  those  who  promised  that  they  might  de- 
ceive, and  flattered  with  the  intention  to  betray. — 
However  strong  may  be  my  present  purpose  to 
realize  the  expectations  of  a magnanimous  and  con- 
fiding people,  I too  well  understand  the  dangerous 
temptations  to  which  I shall  be  exposed,  from  the 
magnitude  of  the  power  which  it  has  been  the  plea- 
sure of  the  people  to  commit  to  ray  hands,  not  to 
place  my  chief  confidence  upon  the  aid  of  that  Al- 
mighty power  which  has  hitherto  protected  me, 
and  enabled  me  to  bring  to  favorable  issues  oilier 
important  but  still  greatly  inferior  trusts,  heretofore 
confided  lo  me  by  iny  country. 

The  broad  foundation  upon  which  our  constitu- 
tion rests  being  the  people — a breath  of  theirs  hav- 
ing made,  as  a breallr  can  unmake,  change  or  mo- 
dify it — it  can  be  assigned  to  none  of  the  great  di- 
visions of  government,  but  to  that  of  democracy. 
If  such  is  its  theory,  those  who  are  called  upon  to 
administer  it  must  recognise,  as  its  leading  princi- 
ple, the  duty  of  shaping  their  measures  so  as  to 
produce  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
But,  with  these  broad  admissions,  if  we  would 
compare  the  sovereignty  acknowledged  to  exist  in 
the  mass  of  our  people,  with  the  power  claimed  by 
othersovereigniies,  even  by  those  which  have  been 
considered  most  purely  democratic,  we  shall  find  a 
most  essentia!  difference.  All  others  lay  claim  to 
power  limited  only  by  Iheir  own  will.  The  majo- 
rity of  our  citizens,  on  the  contrary,  possess  a so- 
vereignty with  an  amount  of  power  precisely  equal 
to  that  which  has  been  "ranted  to  them  by  the 
parties  to  the  national  compact,  and  nothing  be- 
yond. We  admit  of  no  government  by  divine  right. 
Believing  that,  so  far  as  power  is  concerned,  the 
Beneficent  Creator  has  made  no  distinction  amongst 
men,  that  all  are  upon  an  equality,  and  that  the 
only  legitimate  right  to  govern  is  an  express  grant 
of  power  from  the  governed.  The  constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  the  instrument  containing  this 
grant  of  power  to  the  several  departments  compos- 
ing the  government.  On  an  examination  of  that 
instrument  it  will  be  found  to  contain  declarations 
of  power  granted  and  of  power  withheld.  The  lat- 
ter is  also  susceptible  of  division,  into  power  which 
the  majority  bad  the  right  to  grant,  but  which  tiiey 
did  not  think  proper  to  intrust  to  their  agents,  and 
that  which  they  could  not  have  granted,  not  being 
possessed  by  themselves.  In  other  words,  there 
are  certain  rights  possessed  by  each  individual 
American  citizen,  which,  in  his  compact  with  the 
others,  he  has  never  surrendered.  Some,  of  them, 
indeed,  he  is  unable  to  surrender,  being  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  system  unalienable.  The  boasted  pri- 
vilege of  a Roman  citizen  was  to  him  a shield  only 
against  a petty  provincial  ruler,  whilst  the  proud 
democrat  of  Athens  could  console  himself  under  a 
sentence  of  death,  for  a supposed  violation  of  the 
national  faith,  which  no  one  understood,  and  w hich 
at  times  was  the  subject  of  the  mockery  of  all,  or 
Ihe  banishment  from  his  home,  his  family  and  his 
country,  with  or  without  an  allpged  cause;  that  it 
was  the  act;  not  of  a single  tyrant,  or  hated  aristo- 
cracy, but  of  bis  assembled  countrymen.  Far  dif- 
ferent is  the  power  of  our  severeignty.  It  can  in- 
terfere with  no  one’s  faith,  prescribe  forms  of  wor 
ship  for  no  one’s  observance,  inflict  no  punishment 
but  after  well  ascertained  guilt,  the  result  of  in- 
vestigation under  rules  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion itself.  These  precious  privileges,  and  those 
scarcely  less  important  of  giving  expression  to  his 
thoughts  and  opinions,  either  by  writing  or  speak- 
ing; unrestrained  but  by  the  liability  for  injury  to 
otheis,  and  that  of  a full  participation  in  all  the 
advantages  which  flow  from  tlje  government,  the 


ackowledged  property  of  all,  the  American  citizen 
derives  from  no  charter  granted  by  his  tellow  man. 
He  claims  them  because  he  is  himself  a man,  fash- 
ioned by  Ihe  same  Almighty  hand  as  the  rest  of  his 
species,  and  entitled  to  a full  share  of  the  blessings 
with  which  he  has  endowed  them.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  limited  sovereignty  possessed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  the  restricted  grant  of 
power  to  the  government  which  they  have  adopted, 
enough  has  been  given  to  accomplish  all  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  created.  It  has  been  found 
powerful  in  war,  and,  hitherto,  justice  has  been  ad- 
ministered, an  intimate  union  effected,  domestic 
tranquillity  preserved,  and  personal  liberty  secured 
to  the  citizen.  As  was  to  be  expected,  however, 
from  the  defect  of  language,  and  the  necessarily 
sententious  manner  in  which  the  constitution  is 
written,  disputes  have  arisen  as  to  the  amount  of 
power  which  it  has  actually  granted,  or  was  intend- 
ed to  grant. 

This  is  more  particularly  the  case  in  relation  to 
that  part  of  the  instrument  which  treats  of  the  le- 
gislative branch.  And  not  only  as  regards  the  ex- 
ercise of  powers  claimed  under  a general  clause, 
giving  that  body  Ihe  authority  to  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect  the  specified  powers,  but  in 
relation  to  the  latter,  also.  It  is,  however,  conso- 
latory to  reflect,  that  most  of  the  instances  of  the 
alleged  departure  from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  have  ultimately  received  the  sanction 
of  a majority  of  the  people.  And  the  fact  that  many 
of  our  statesmen,  most  distinguished  for  talent  and 
patriotism,  have  been,  at  one  time  or  other  ot  their 
political  career,  on  both  sides  of  each  of  the  most 
warmly  disputed  questions,  forces  upon  us  the  in- 
ference that  the  errors,  if  errors  there  were,  are  at- 
tributable to  the  intrinsic  difficulty,  in  many  in- 
stances, of  ascertaining  the  intentions  of  the  fra- 
mers of  the  constitution,  rather  than  the  influence 
of  any  sinister  or  unpatriotic  motive.  But  the  great 
danger  to  our  institutions  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  in  a usurpation  by  the  government  of  power  not 
granted  by  the  people,  but  by  the  accumulation  in 
one  of  the  departments,  of  that  which  is  assigned  to 
others.  Limited  as  are  the  powers  which  have 
been  granted,  still  enough  have  been  granted  to 
constitute  a despotism,  it  concentrated  in  one  of  the 
departments.  This  danger  is  greatly  heightened, 
as  it  has  been  always  observable  that  men  are  less 
jealous  of  encroachments  of  one  department  upon 
another,  than  upon  their  own  reserved  lights. 
When  tlie  constitution  of  the  United  States  first 
came  from  the  hands  of  the  convention  which  form- 
ed it,  many  of  the  sternest  republicans  of  the  day 
were  alarmed  at  the  extent  of  the  power  which 
had  been  granted  to  the  federal  government,  and 
more  particularly  of  that  portion  which  had  been 
assigned  to  the  executive  branch.  There  were  in 
it  features  which  appeared  not  to  be  in  harmony 
with  their  ideas  of  a simple  representative  demo- 
cracy, or  republic.  And  knowing  the  tendency  of 
power  to  increase  itself,  particularly  when  exer- 
cised by  a single  individual,  predictions  were  made 
that,  at  no  very  remote  period,  the  government 
would  terminate  in  virtual  monarchy.  It  would 
not  become  ine  to  say  that  the  fears  of  these  patri- 
ots have  been  already  realized.  But,  as  I sincerely 
believe  that  the  tendency  of  measures,  and  of  men’s 
opinions,  for  some  years  past,  has  been  in  that  di- 
rection, it  is,  I conceive  strictly  proper,  that  I 
should  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances 
I tiave  heretofore  given,  of  my  determination  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  that  tendency,  if  it  really  exists, 
and  restore  the  government  to  its  pristine  health 
and  vigor,  as  far  as  this  can  be  effected  by  any  legi- 
timate exercise  of  the  power  placed  in  my  hands. 

I proceed  to  state,  in  as  summary  a manner  as  I 
can,  my  opinion  of  the  sources  of  the  evils  which 
have  been  so  extensively  complained  of,  and  the 
correctives  which  may  be  applied.  Some  of  the 
former  are  unquestionably  to  be  found  in  the  de- 
fects of  the  constitution;  others,  in  my  judgment, 
are  attributable  to  a misconstruction  of  some  of  its 
provisions.  Of  the  former  is  the  eligibility  of  the 
same  individual  to  a second  term  of  the  presidency. 
The  sagacious  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson  early  saw  and 
lamented  this  error,  and  attempts  have  been  made, 
hitherto  without  success,  to  apply  the  amendatory 
power  of  the  states  to  its  correction.  As,  however, 
one  mode  of  correction  in  the  power  of  every  pre- 
sident, and  consequently  in  mine,  it  wuuld  Be  useless, 
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and  perhaps  invidious,  to  enumerate  the  evils 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
thi3  error  of  the  sages  who  framed  the  constitution 
may  have  been  the  source,  and  the  bitter  Iruits  w Inch 
we  are  still  to  gather  from  it,  if  it  continues  to  disfi- 
gure our  system.  It  may  be  observed,  however, as 
a general  remark,  that  republics  can  commit  no 
greater  error  than  to  adopt  or  continue  any  feature 
in  their  systems  of  government  which  may  be  cal- 
culated to  create  or  increase  the  love  of  power,  in 
the  bosoms  of  those  whom  necessity  obliges  them 
to  commit  the  management  of  their  affairs.  And, 
surely,  nothing  is  more  likely  to  produce  such  a 
state  of  mind  than  the  long  continuance  of  an  office 
of  high  trust.  Nothing  can  be  more  corrupting. 
Nothing  more  destructive  of  all  those  noble  feelings 
which  belong  to  the  character  of  a devoted  republican 
patriot.  When  this  corrupting  passion  once  takes 
possession  of  the  human  mind,  like  the  love  of  gold,  it 
becomes  insatiable.  It  is  the  never-dying  worm  in 
his  bosom,  grows  with  his  growth,  and  strenghens 
with  the  declining  years  of  its  victim.  If  this  is 
true,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a republic  to  limit 
the  service  of  that  officer,  at  least,  to  whom  she  has 
entrusted  the  management  of  her  foreign  relations, 
the  execution  of  her  laws,  and  the  command  of  her 
armies  and  navies,  to  a period  so  short  as  to  prevent 
his  forgetting  that  he  is  the  accountable  agent  not 
the  principal,  the  servant,  not  the  master.  Until  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  can  be  effected,  pub- 
lic opinion  may  secure  the  desired  object.  I give  my 
aid  to  it,  by  renewing  the  pledge  heretofore  given, 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  will  I consent  to  serve 
a second  term. 

But  if  there  is  danger  to  public  liberty  from  the 
acknowledged  defects  of  the  constitution,  in  the 
want  of  limit  to  the  continuance  of  the  executive 
power  in  the  same  hands,  there  is,  I apprehend  not 
much  less  from  a misconstruction  of  that  instru- 
ment, as  it  regards  the  powers  actually  given.  I 
cannot  conceive  that,  by  a fair  construction,  any 
or  either  of  its  provisions  would  be  found  to  consti- 
tute the  president  a part  of  the  legislative  power. 
It  cannot  be  claimed  from  the  power  to  recommend, 
since,  although  enjoined  as  a duty  upon  him,  it  is 
a privilege  which  he  holds  in  common  with  every 
other  citizen.  And  although  there  may  be  some- 
thing more  of  confidence  in  the  propriety  of  the( 
measures  recommended  in  the  one  case  than  in  the 
other,  in  the  obligations  of  ultimate  decision  there 
ban  be  no  difference,  In  the  language  of  the  con- 
stitution, “all  the  legislative  powers”  which  it 
grants  “are  vested  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States.”  It  would  be  a solecism  in  language  to 
say  that  any  portion  of  these  is  not  included  in  the 
whole. 

It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  the  constitution  has 
given  to  the  executive  the  power  to  annul  the  acts 
of  the  legislative  body,  by  refusing  to  them  his  as- 
sent. So  a similar  power  has  necessarily  resulted 
from  that  instrument  to  the  judiciary,  and  yet  the 
judiciary  forms  no  part  of  the  legislature.  There 
is,  it  is  true,  this  difference  between  these  grants  of 
power;  the  executive  can  put  his  negative  upon 
the  acts  of  the  legislature  for  other  cause  than  that 
of  want  of  conformity  to  the  constitution,  whilst 
the  judiciary  can  only  declare  void  those  which 
violate  that  instrument.  But  the  decision  of  the 
judiciary  is  final  in  such  a case,  whereas  in  every 
instance  where  the  veto  of  the  executive  is  applied 
it  may  be  overcome  by  a vote  of  two-thirds  ot  both 
houses  of  congress.  The  negative  upon  the  acts 
of  the  legislative,  by  the  executive  authority,  and 
that  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  would  seem  to 
be  an  incongruity  in  oursystem.  Like  some  others 
of  a similar  character,  however,  it  appears  to  be 
highly  expedient,  and  if  used  only  with  the  for- 
bearance, and  in  the  spirit  which  was  intended  by 
its  authors,  it  may  be  productive  of  great  good,  and 
be  found  one  of  the  best  safeguards  to  the  union. 
At  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  constitution, 
the  principle  does  not  appear  to  have  enjoyed  much 
favor  in  the  state  governments.  It  existed  but  in 
two,  and  in  one  of  these  there  w'as  a plural  execu- 
tive. If  we  would  search  for  the  motives  which 
operated  upon  the  purely  patriotic  and  enlightened 
assembly  which  framed  the  constitution,  for  the 
adoption  of  a provision  so  apparently  repugnant  to 
the  leading  democratic  principle,  that  the  majority 
should  govern,  we  must  reject  the  idea  that  they 
anticipated  from  it  any  benefit  to  the  ordinary 
course  of  legislation.  They  knew  too  well  the  high 
degree  of  intelligence  which  existed  among  the 
people,  and  the  enlightened  character  of  the  state 
legislatures,  not  to  have  the  fullest  confidence  that 
the  two  bodies  elected  by  them  would  be  worthy 
representatives  of  such  constituents,  and,  of  course, 
that  they  would  require  no  aid  in  conceiving  and 
maturing  the  measures  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  might  require.  And  it  is  preposterous 
to  suppose  that  a thought  could  for  a moment  have 


been  entertained,  that  the  president,  placed  at  the 
capital,  in  the  centre  of  the  country,  could  better 
understand  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  than 
their  own  immediate  representatives,  who  spend  a 
part  of  every  year  among  them,  living  with  them, 
often  laboring  w ith  them,  and  bound  to  them  by  the 
tripple  tie  of  interest,  duty  and  affection.  To  as- 
sist or  control  congress  then  in  its  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, could  not,  I conceive,  have  been  the  motive 
for  conferring  the  veto  power  on  the  president. 
This  argument  acquires  additional  force  from  the 
fact  of  its  never  having  been  thus  used  by  the  first 
six  presidents, — and  two  ot  them  were  members  of 
the  convention,  one  presiding  over  its  deliberations, 
and  the  other  bearing  a larger  share  in  consummat- 
ing the  labors  of  that  august  body  than  any  other 
person.  But  if  bills  were  never  returned  to  con- 
gress by  either  of  the  president’s  above  referred  to, 
upon  the  ground  of  their  being  inexpedient,  or  not 
as  well  adapted  as  they  might  be  to  the  wants  of 
the  people,  the  veto  was  applied  upon  that  of  want 
of  conformity  to  the  constitution,  or  because  errors 
had  been  committed  from  a too  hasty  enactment. 

There  is  another  ground  for  the  adoption  of  the 
veto  principle,  which  had  probably  more  influence 
in  recommending  it  to  ttie  convention  than  any 
other,  I refer  to  the  security  which  it  gives  to  the 
just  and  equitable  action  of  the  legislature  upon  all 
parts  of  the  union.  It  could  not  but  tiave  occurred 
to  the  convention  that,  in  a country  so  extensive, 
embracing  so  great  a variety  of  soil  and  climate  and 
consequently  of  products,  and  which,  from  tile 
same  causes,  must  ever  exhibit  a great  difference 
in  the  amount  of  the  population  of  its  various  sec 
tions,  calling  for  a great  diversity  in  the  employ- 
ments of  the  people,  that  the  legislation  of  the  ma- 
jority might  not  always  justly  regard  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  minority.  And  that  acts  of  this 
character  might  be  passed,  under  an  express  grant 
by  the  words  of  the  conslitution,  and,  therefore,  not 
within  the  competency  of  the  judiciary  to  declare 
void.  That  however  enlightened  and  patriotic  they 
might  suppose,  from  past  experience,  the  members 
of  congress  might  be,  and  however  largely  partak- 
ing, in  the  general,  of  the  liberal  feelings  of  the 
people,  it  was  impossible  to  expect  that  bodies  so 
constituted  should  not  sometimes  be  controlled  by 
local  interests  and  sectional  feelings.  It  was  pro- 
per, therefore,  to  provide  some  umpire,  from  whose 
situation  and  mode  of  appointment  more  indepen- 
dence and  freedom  from  such  influences  might  be 
expected.  Such  a one  was  afforded  by  the  execu- 
tive department,  constituted  by  the  constitution.  A 
person  elected  to  that  high  office,  having  his  con- 
stituents in  every  section,  state  and  sub-division  of 
the  union,  must  consider  himself  bound  by  the 
most  solemn  sanctions,  to  guard,  protect  and  de- 
fend the  rights  of  all,  and  of  every  portion,  great 
or  small,  from  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  the 
rest.  I consider  the  veto  power,  therefore,  given 
by  the  constitution  to  the  executive  of  the  United 
States,  solely  as  a conservative  power.  To  be  used 
only,  first,  to  protect  the  constitution  from  violation; 
2dly,  the  people  from  the  effects  of  hasty  legislation 
where  (heir  will  has  been  probably  disregarded  or 
not  well  understood;  and,  3rdly,  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fects of  combinations  violative  of  the  rights  of  mi- 
norities. In  reference  to  the  second  of  these  ob- 
jects, I may  observe  that  I consider  it  the  right 
and  privilege  of  (he  people  to  decide  disputed  points 
of  the  constitution,  arising  from  the  general  grant 
of  power  to  congress  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
expressly  given.  And  I believe  with  Mr.  Madison, 
that  repeated  recognitions,  under  varied  circum- 
stances, in  acts  of  the  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
dicial branches  of  the  government,  accompanied  by 
indications,  in  different  modes,  of  the  concurrence 
of  the  gpneral  will  of  the  nation,  as  affording  to  the 
president  sufficient  authority  tor  his  considering 
such  disputed  points  as  settled. 

Upwards  of  halt  a century  has  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  form  of  government.  It 
would  be  an  object  more  highly  desirable  than  the 
gratification  of  the  curiosity  of  speculative  states- 
men, if  its  precise  situation  could  be  ascertained,  a 
fair  exhibit  made  of  the  operations  of  each  of  its  de- 
partments, ol  the  powers  which  they  respectively 
claim  and  exercise,  of  the  collisions  which  have  oc- 
curred between  them,  or  between  the  whole  govern- 
ment and  those  of  the  states,  or  either  of  them.  We 
could  then  compare  our  actual  condition,  after  fifty 
years  trial  of  our  system,  with  what  it  was  in  the 
commencement  of  its  operations,  and  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  predictions  of  the  patriots  who  opposed  its 
adoption,  or  the  confident  hopes  of  its  advocates 
have  been  best  realised.  The  great  dread  of  the 
former  seems  to  have  been,  that  tile  reserved  pow- 
ers of  the  states  would  be  absorbed  by  those  of  the 
federal  government,  and  a consolidated  power  es- 
tablished, leaving  to  the  states  the  shadow,  only,  of 
I that  independent  action  for  which  they  had  so  zea- 


lously contended,  and  on  the  preservation  of  which 
they  relied  as  the  last  hope  of  liberty.  Without  de- 
nying that  the  result  to  which  they  looked  with  so 
much  apprehension,  is  in  the  way  of  being  realized,  it 
is  obvious  that  they  did  not  clearly  see  the  mode  of 
its  accomplishment.  The  general  government  has 
seized  upon  none  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states. 

As  far  as  any  open  warfare  may  have  gone,  the 
state  authorities  have  amply  maintained  their  rights. 

To  a casual  observer,  our  system  presents  no  ap- 
pearance of  discord  between  the  different  members 
which  compose  it.  Even  the  addition  of  many  new 
ones  has  produced  no  jarring.  They  move  in  their  re- 
spective orbits  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  central 
head,  and  with  each  other.  But  there  is  still  an 
under  current  at  work,  by  which,  if  not  seasonably 
checked,  the  worst  apprehensions  of  onr  anti-fede- 
ral patriots  will  be  realised;  ami  not  only  will  the 
state  authorities  be  overshadowed,  by  the  great  in- 
crease of  power  in  the  executive  department  of  the 
general  government,  but  the  character  of  that  go- 
vernment, if  not  i’s  designation,  be  essentially  and 
radically  changed.  This  state  of  things  has  been 
in  part  effected  by  causes  inherent  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  in  part  by  the  never-failing  tendency  ot 
political  power  to  increase  itself.  By  making  the 
president  the  sole  distributor  of  all  the  patronage  of 
the  government,  the  framers  of  the  constitution  do 
not  appear  to  have  anticipated  at  how  shoit  a peri- 
od it  would  become  a formidable  instrument  To  con- 
trol the  free  operations  of  the  state  governments.  Of 
trifling  importance  at  first,  it  had,  early  in  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson’s administration,  become  so  powerful  as  to 
create  great  alarm  in  the  mind  of  that  patriot,  from 
the  potent  influence  it  might  exert  in  controlling 
the  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise.  If  such  could 
have  then  been  the  effects  of  i's  influence,  how 
much  greater  must  be  the  danger  at  this  time,  qua- 
drupled in  amount,  as  it  certainly  is,  and  more  com- 
pletely under  the  control  of  the  executive  will  than 
their  construction  of  their  powers  allowed,  or  the 
forbearing  character  of  all  the  early  presidents  per- 
mitted them  to  make.  But  it  is  not  by  tire  extent 
of  its  patronage  alone  that  the  executive  department 
has  become  dangerous,  but  by  the  use  which  it  ap- 
pears may  be  made  of  the  appointing  power  to 
bring  under  its  control  the  whole  revenues  of  the 
country.  The  constitution  has  declared  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  president  to  see  that  the  law's  are 
executed,  and  it  makes  him  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  armies  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  opinion  of  the  most  approved  writers  upon 
that  species  of  mixed  government,  which  in  modern 
Europe,  is  termed  monarchy  in  contradistinction  to 
despotism,  is  correct,  there  was  wanting  no  other 
addition  to  the  powers  of  our  chief  magistrate  to 
stamp  a monarchical  character  on  onr  government, 
but  tire  control  of  the  public  finances.  And  tome 
it  appears  strange,  indeed,  that  any  one  should 
doubt,  that  the  entire  control  which  the  president 
possesses  over  the  officers  who  have  the  custody  of 
the  public  money,  by  the  power  of  removal,  with  or 
without  cause,  does,  for  all  mischievous  purposes 
at  least,  virtually  subject  the  treasure  also  to  bis 
disposal.  The  first  Roman  emperor,  in  his  attempt 
to  seize  the  sacred  treasure,  silenced  the  opposition 
of  the  officer  to  whose  charge  it  had  been  commit- 
ted, by  a significant  allusion  to  his  sword.  By  a 
selection  of  political  instruments  for  the  care  of  the 
public  money,  a reference  to  their  commissions,  by 
a president,  would  be  quite  as  effectual  an  argu- 
ment as  that  of  Caesar  to  the  Roman  knight.  I am 
not  insensible  of  the  great  difficulty  that  exists  in 
drawing  a proper  plan  for  the  safe-keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenues,  and  I know  the 
importance  which  has  been  attached  by  men  of 
great  abilities  and  patriotism  to  the  divorce,  as  it  is 
called,  ofthe  treasury  from  the  banking  institutions. 
It  is  not  the  divorce  which  is  complained  of,  but 
the  unhallowed  union  of  the  treasury  w ith  the  exe- 
cutive department,  which  has  created  such  exten- 
sive alarm.  To  this  danger  to  our  republican  in- 
stitutions, and  that  created  by  the  influence  given 
to  the  executive,  through  the  instrumentality  ofthe 
federal  officers,  I propose  to  apply  all  the  remedies 
which  may  be  at  my  command.  It  was  certainly  a 
great  error  in  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  not  to 
have  made  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  treasury 
department  enfirely  independent  of  the  executive. 
He  should  at  least  have  been  removeable  only  upon 
the  demand  of  the  popular  branch  ofthe  legislature. 

I have  determined  never  to  remove  a secretary  of 
the  treasury,  without  communicating  all  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  such  removal  to  both  houses 
of  congress. 

The  influence  of  the  executive  in  controlling  the 
freedom  of  the  elective  franchise  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  public  officers  can  be  effectually  check- 
ed by  renewing  the  prohibition  published  by’  Mr. 
Jefferson,  forbidding  their  interference  in  elections 
further  than  giving  their  own  votes;  and  their  own 
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independence  secured  by  an  assurance  of  perfect 
immunity,  in  exercising  this  sacred  privilege  of 
freemen,  under  the  dictates  of  their  own  unbiased 
judgments.  Never,  with  my  consent,  shall  an  offi- 
cer of  the  people,  compensated  lor  his  services 
out  of  their  pockets,  become  the  pliant  instrument 
of  executive  will. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  means  placed  in  the  hands 
ol  the  executive  which  might  be  used  with  greater 
effect,  for  unhallowed  purposes,  than  the  control  of 
the  public  press.  The  maxim  which  our  ancestors 
derived  from  the  mother  country,  that  “the  freedom 
of  the  press  is  the  great  bulwark  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,”  is  one  of  the  most  precious  legacies 
which  they  have  left  U3.  We  have  learned  too, 
from  our  own,  as  well  as  the  experience  of  other 
countries,  that  golden  shackles,  by  whomsoever  or 
by  whatever  pretence  imposed,  are  as  fatal  to  it  as 
the  iron  bonds  of  depotism.  The  presses  in  the  ne- 
cessary employment  of  the  government  should  ne- 
ver be  used  “to  clear  the  guilty, or  to  varnish  crimes.” 
A decent  and  inanlv  examination  of  the  acts  of 
the  government  should  be  not  only  tolerated,  but 
encouraged. 

Upon  another  occasion  I have  given  my  opinion, 
at  some  length,  upon  the  impropriety  of  executive 
interference  in  the  legislation  of  congress.  That 
the  article  in  the  constitution  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  president  to  communicate  information,  and  au- 
thorising him  to  recommend  measures,  was  not  in- 
tended to  make  him  the  source  of  legislation,  and, 
in  particular,  that  he  should  never  be  looked  to  for 
schemes  ol  finance.  It  would  be  very  strange,  in- 
deed, that  the  constitution  should  have  strictly  for- 
bidden one  branch  of  the  legislature  from  interfering 
in  the  origination  of  such  bills,  and  that  it  should 
be  considered  proper  that  an  altogether  different 
department  of  the  government  should  be  permitted 
to  do  so.  Some  of  our  best  political  maxims  and 
opinions  have  been  drawn  from  our  parent  Isle. — 
'1  here  are  others,  however,  which  cannot  be  intro- 
duced in  our  system  without  singular  incongruity, 
and  the  production  of  much  mischief.  And  this  I con- 
ceive to  be  one.  No  matter  in  which  ot  the  houses 
ol  parliament  a bill  may  originate,  nor  by  whom  in- 
troduced, a minister,  or  a member  of  the  opposition, 
by  the  fiction  of  law,  or  rather  of  constitutional 
principle,  the  sovereign  is  supposed  to  have  prepar- 
ed it  agreeably  to  his  will,  and  then  submitted  it  to 
parliament  for  their  advice  and  consent.  Now  the 
very  reverse  is  the  case  here,  not  only  with  regard 
to  the  principle,  but  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
constitution.  The  principle  certainly  assigns  to  the 
only  body  constituted  by  the  constitution  (the  le- 
gislative body)  tile  power  to  make  laws,  and  the 
forms  even  dnect  that  the  enactment  should  be  as- 
cribed to  them.  The  senate  in  relation  to  revenue 
bills,  have  the  right  to  propose  amendments;  and  so 
has  the  executive,  by  the  power  given  him  to  re- 
turn them  to  the  house  of  representatives  with  his 
objections.  It  is  in  his  power,  also,  to  propose 
amendments  in  the  existing  revenue  laws,  suggest- 
ed by  tiis  observations  upon  ttieir  defective  or  inju- 
rious operation.  But  the  delicate  duty  of  devising 
schemes  of  revenue  should  belelt  where  the  consti- 
tution has  placed  it — with  the  immediate  represen- 
tatives of  the  people.  For  similar  reasons,  the  mode 
of  keeping  the  public  treasure  should  be  prescribed 
by  them,  and  the  farther  removed  it  may  be  from 
the  control  of  the  executive,  the  more  wholesome  the 
arrangement,  and  the  more  in  accordance  with  re- 
publican principles. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  character  of 
the  currency.  The  idea  of  making  it  exclusively 
metallic,  however  well  intended,  appears  to  me  to 
be  fraught  with  more  fatal  consequences  than  any 
other  scheme,  having  no  relation  to  the  personal 

rights  of  the  citizens,  that  has  ever  been  devised. 

It  any  single  scheme  could  produce  the  effect  of 
arresting,  at  once,  that  mutation  of  condition  by 
which  thousands  of  our  most  indigent  fellow  citi- 
zens, by  their  industry  and  enterprise,  are  raised  to 
the  possession  of  wealth,  that  is  the  one.  If  there 
is  one  measure  better  calculated  than  another  to 
produce  that  state  of  things  so  much  deprecated  by 
all  true  republicans,  by  which  the  rich  are  daily 
adding  to  their  hoards,  and  the  poor  sinking  deeper 
into  penury,  it  is  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 

Or  if  there  is  a process  by  which  the  character  of 
the  country  for  generosity  and  nobleness  of  feeling, 
may  be  destroyed  by  the  great  increase  and  neces- 
sary toleration  of  usury,  it  is  an  exclusive  metallic 
currency. 

Amongsl  the  other  duties  of  a delicate  character 
ivhich  the  president  is  called  upon  topeiform,  is 
the  supervision  ot  the  government  ol  the  territories 
ot  the  United  States.  Those  ol  them  which  are 
destined  to  become  members  of  our  great  political 
family,  are  compensated  by  their  rapid  progress 
from  infancy  to  manhood,  for  the  partial  and  tem- 
porary deprivation  ol  their  pqliticai  rights.  It  is  in 


this  District,  only,  where  American  citizens  are  to 
be  found,  who,  under  a settled  poliev,  are  deprived 
of  many  important  political  privileges,  w ithout  any 
inspiring  hope  as  to  the  future.  Their  only  conso- 
lation under  circumstances  of  such  deprivation,  is 
that  of  the  devoted  exterior  guards  of  a camp — that 
their  sufferings  secure  tranquility  and  safety  within. 
Are  there  any  of  their  countrymen  who  would  sub- 
ject them  to  greater  sacrifices,  to  any  other  humilia- 
tions than  those  essentially  necessary  to  the  security 
of  the  object  for  which  they  were  thus  separated 
from  their  fellow  citizens?  Are  their  rights  alone 
not  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  application  of  those 
great  principles  upon  whicli  all  our  constitutions 
are  founded?  We  are  told  by  the  greatest  of  British 
orators  and  statesmen,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  most  stupid  men 
in  England  spoke  of  “their  American  subjects.” 
Are  there  indeed  citizens  of  any  of  our  states  who 
have  dreamed  of  their  subjects  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia? Such  dreams  can  never  be  realized  by 
any  agency  of  mine.  The  people  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  are  not  the  subjects  of  the  people  of  the 
states,  but  tree  American  citizens.  Being  in  the 
latter  condition  when  the  constitution  was  formed, 
no  words  used  in  that  instrument  could  have  been 
intended  to  deprive  them  of  that  character.  If 
there  is  any  thing  in  the  great  principle  of  unaliena- 
ble rights,  so  emphatically  insisted  upon  in  our 
Deelaration  of  Independence,  they  could  neither 
make,  nor  the  United  States  accept,  a surrender  of 
their  liberties,  and  become  the  subjects , in  other 
words,  the  slaves,  of  their  former  lellow  citizens. 
It  this  be  true,  (and  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  by 
any  one  who  has  a correct  idea  of  his  own  rights  as 
an  American  citizen),  the  grant  to  congress  of  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  in  the  District  of  Columbia  can 
be  interpreted,  so  far  as  respects  the  aggregate  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  as  meaning  nothing  more 
than  to  allow  to  congress  the  controlling  power  ne- 
cessary to  afford  a free  and  safe  exercise  of  the  func- 
tions assigned  to  the  general  government  by  the 
constitution.  In  all  olher  respects,  the  legislation 
of  congress  should  be  adapted  to  their  peculiar  po- 
sition and  wants,  and  be  conformable  w ith  their  de- 
liberate opinions  of  their  own  interests. 

I have  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  re- 
spective departments  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
all  the  other  authorities  ot  our  country,  within  their 
appropriate  orbits.  This  is  a matter  of  difficulty  in 
some  cases,  as  the  powers  which  they  respectively 
claim  are  often  not  defined  by  any  distinct  lines. — 
Mischievous,  however,  in  their  tendencies,  as  eoi- 
iitions  of  this  kind  may  be,  those  which  arise  be- 
tween the  respective  communities  which,  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  compose  one  nation,  are  much  more 
so;  for  no  such  nation  can  long  exist  without  the 
careful  culture  of  those  feelings  of  confidence  and 
affection  which  are  the  effective  bonds  ol  union  be- 
tween free  and  confederated  states.  Strong  as  is 
the  tie  of  interest,  it  has  been  often  foam  I ineffec- 
tual. Men,  blinded  by  their  passions,  have  been 
known  to  adopt  measures  for  their  country  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  all  the  suggestions  of  policy. — 
The  alternative,  then,  is,  to  destroy  or  keep  down 
a bad  passion  by  creating  and  fostering  a good  one; 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  corner  stone  upon  whicli 
our  American  political  architects  have  reared  the 
fabric  of  our  government.  The  cement  which  was 
to  bind  it,  and  perpetuate  its  existence,  was  the  af- 
fectionate attachment  between  all  its  members. — 
To  insure  the  continuance  of  this  feeling,  produced 
at  first  by  a community  of  dangers,  of  suffering  and 
ol  interests,  the  advantages  of  each  were  made  ac- 
cessible to  all.  No  participation  in  any  good,  pos- 
sessed by  any  member  of  our  extensive  confedera 
cy,  except  in  domestic  government,  was  withheld 
from  the  citizen  ot  any  other  member.  By  a pro- 
cess attended  with  no  difficulty,  no  delay,  no  ex- 
pense but  that  of  removal,  the  citizen  of  one  might 
become  the  citizen  of  any  other,  and  successively 
of  the  whole.  The  lines,  too,  separating  powers  to 
be  exercised  by  the  citizens  of  one  state  from  those 
of  anottier,  seemed  to  be  so  distinctly  drawn  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  misunderstanding.  The  citizens 
of  each  state  unite  in  their  persons  all  the  privileges 
whicli  that  character  confers,  and  all  that  they  may 
claim  as  citizens  of  the  United  States;  but  in  no 
case  can  the  same  person,  at  the  same  time,  act  as 
the  citizen  of  two  separate  states,  and  he  is  there- 
fore positively  precluded  from  any  interference  with 
the  reserved  powers  of  any  stale  but  that  of  which  he 
is,  for  the  time  being,  a citizen.  He  may  indeed 
olfer  to  tile  citizens  of  other  states  his  advice  as  to 
their  management,  ami  the  form  in  which  it  is  ten- 
dered is  left  to  his  own  discretion  and  sense  of  pro- 
priety. It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  orga- 
nized sasociations  of  citizens,  requiring  compliance 
with  their  wishes,  too  much  resemble  the  recommen- 
dations ol  Athens  to  her  allies^supported  by  an 
aimed  and  powerful  fleet.  It  was,  indeed,  to  the 


ambition  of  the  leading  states  of  Greece  to  control 
the  domestic  concerns  of  the  others,  that  the  de- 
struction of  that  celebrated  confederacy,  and  subse- 
quently of  all  its  members,  is  mainly  to  be  attribut- 
ed. And  it  is  owing  to  the  absence  of  that  spirit 
that  tlie  Helvetic  confederacy  has  for  so  many 
years  been  preserved.  Never  has  there  been  seen, 
in  the  institutions  of  the  separate  members  of  any 
confederacy,  more  elements  of  discord.  In  the 
principles  and  forms  of  government  and  religion,  as 
well  as  in  (he  circumstances  of  the  several  cantons, 
so  marked  a discrepance  was  observable,  as  to  pro- 
mise any  thing  but  harmony  in  their  intercourse,  or 
permanency  in  their  alliances;  and  yet,  for  ages, 
neither  lias  been  interrupted.  Content  with  the 
positive  benefits  which  their  union  produced,  with 
the  independence  and  safety  from  foreign  aggres- 
sion which  it  secured,  these  sagacious  people  re- 
spected the  institutions  of  each  ottier,  however  re- 
pugnant to  their  own  principles  and  prejudices. 

Our  confederacy,  fellow  citizens,  can  only  be 
preserved  by  the  same  forbearance.  Our  citizens 
must  be  content  with  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
with  which  the  constitution  clothes  them.  The 
attempt  of  those  of  one  state  to  control  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  another,  can  only  result  in  feel- 
ings of  distrust  and  jealousy,  the  certain  haibin- 
gers  of  disunion,  violence,  civil  war,  and  the  ulti- 
mate destruction  of  our  free  institutions.  Our 
confederacy  is  perfectly  illustrated  by  the  terms 
and  principles  governing  a common  co-partnership. 
There  is  a fund  of  power  to  be  exercised  under  the 
direction  of  the  joint  councils  of  the  allied  mem- 
bers, but  that  which  has  been  reserved  by  the  indi- 
vidual members  is  intangible  by  the  common  go- 
vernment, or  the  individual  members  composing  if. 
To  attempt  it  finds  no  support  in  the  principles  of 
our  constitution. 

It  should  be  our  constant  and  earnest  endeavor 
mutually  to  cultivate  a spirit  of  concord  and  har- 
mony among  the  various  parts  of  our  confederacy. 
Experience  has  abundantly  taught  us,  that  the  agi- 
tation, by  citizens  of  one  part  of  the  union,  of  a 
subject  not  confided  to  the  general  government,  but 
exclusively  under  the  guardianship  ot  the  local  au- 
thorities, is  productive  of  r.o  other  consequences 
than  bitterness,  alienation,  discord  and  injury  to 
the  very  cause  whicli  is  intended  to  be  advanced. 
Of  all  the  great  interests  which  appertain  to  our 
country,  that  of  union — cordial,  confiding,  fraternal 
union — is  by  far  the  most  important,  since  it  is  the 
only  true  and  sure  guaranty  of  all  others. 

In  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  busi- 
ness and  the  currency,  some  of  the  states  may  meet 
with  difficulty  in  their  financial  concerns.  How- 
ever deeply  we  may  regret  any  thing  imprudent  or 
excessive,  in  the  engagements  into  which  states 
have  entered  for  purposes  of  their  own,  it  does  not 
become  us  to  disparage  the  state  governments,  nor 
to  discourage  them  from  making  proper  effoits  for 
their  own  relief.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to 
encourage  them,  to  the  extent  of  our  constitutional 
authority,  to  apply  their  best  means,  and  cheerfully 
to  make  all  necessary  sacrifices,  and  submit  to  all 
necessary  burdens,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  and 
maintain  their  credit;  for  the  character  and  credit  of 
the  several  states  torm  a part  of  I he  character  and 
credit  of  the  whole  country.  The  resources  of  tha 
country  are  abundant;  the  enterprise  and  activity 
of  our  people  proverbial;  and  we  may  well  hope 
tiiat  wise  legislation  and  prudent  administration,  by 
the  respective  governments,  each  acting  within  its 
own  sphere,  will  restore  former  prosperity. 

Unpleasant  and  even  dangerous  as  collisions  may 
sometimes  be  between  the  constituted  authorities 
or  the  citizens  of  our  country,  in  relation  to  the 
lines  which  separate  their  respective  jurisdictions, 
the  results  can  be  of  no  vital  injury  (o  our  institu- 
tions, if  that  ardent  patriotism,  that  devoted  attach- 
ment to  liberty,  that  spirit  of  moderation  and  for- 
bearance which  our  countymen  were  once  distin- 
guished, continue  to  be  cherished.  If  this  continues 
to  be  the  ruling  passion  of  our  souls,  the  weaker 
feeling  of  the  mistaken  enthusiast  will  be  corrected, 
the  utopian  dreams  of  the  scheming  politician  dis- 
sipated, and  the  complicated  intrigues  of  the  dema- 
gogue rendered  harmless.  The  spirit  of  liberty  is 
tlie  sovereign  balm  for  every  injury  which  our  in- 
stitutions may  receive.  On  the  contrary;  no  care 
that  can  be  used  in  the  construction  of  our  govern- 
ment, no  division  of  powers,  no  distribution  of 
checks  in  its  several  departments,  will  prove  effec- 
tual to  keep  us  a free  people,  if  this  spirit  is  suffered 
to  decay;  and  decay  it  will  without  constant  nature. 
To  the  neglept  pif  this  duty  the  best  historians  agree 
in  attributing  the  ruin  of  all  the  republics  with 
whose  existence  and  fall  their  writings  have  made 
us  acquainted.  The  same  causes  will  ever  produce 
the  same  effects;  and  as  long  as  the  love  of  power 
is  a dominant  passion  of  tile  human  bosom,  and  as 
long  as  the  understandings  of  men  can  be  warped, 
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and  their  affections  changed,  by  operations  upon 
their  passions  and  prejudices,  so  long  w ill  t he  liber- 
ties of  a people  depend  on  their  own  constant  at- 
tention to  its  preservation.  The  danger  to  all  well 
established  free  governments  arises  from  the  unwil- 
lingness ol  the  people  to  believe  in  its  existence,  or 
from  the  influence  of  designing  men  diverting  their 
attention  from  the  quarter  whence  it  approaches, 
to  a source  from  which  it  can  never  come.  This  is 
the  old  trick  of  those  who  would  usurp  the  govern- 
ment of  their  country.  In  the  name  of  democracy 
they  speak,  warning  the  people  against  the  influ- 
ence of  wealth,  and  the  danger  of  aristocracy.  His- 
tory, ancient  and  modern,  is  full  of  such  examples. 
Caesar  became  the  master  of  the  Roman  people  and 
the  senate,  under  the  pretence  of  supporting  the 
democratic  claims  of  the  former  againsi  the  aristo- 
cracy of  the  latter.  Cromwell,  in  the  character  of 
protector  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  became  the 
dictator  of  England,  and  Bolivar  possessed  himself 
of  unlimited  power  with  the  title  of  his  country’s 
liberator.  There  is,  on  the  contrary,  no  single 
instance  on  record,  of  an  extensive  and  well  estab- 
lished republic  being  changed  into  an  aristocracy. 
The  tendencies  of  all  such  governments,  in  their 
decline,  is  to  monarchy: — and  the  antagonist  prin- 
ciple to  liberty,  there,  is  the  spirit  of  faction — a 
spirit  which  assumes  the  character,  and  in  times  of 
great  excitement  imposes  itself  upon  the  people  as 
tlie  genuine  spirit  of  freedom,  and,  like  "the  false 
Christs,  whose  coming  was  foretold  by  the  Saviour, 
seeks  and  were  it  possible  would  impose  upon  the 
true  and  most  faithful  disciples  of  liberty.  It  is  in 
periods  like  this  that  it  behooves  the  people  to  be  most 
watchful  of  those  to  whom  they  have  entrusted 
power.  And  although  there  is  at  times  much  diffi- 
culty in  distinguishing  the  false  from  the  true  spirit, 
a calm  and  dispassionate  investigation  will  detect 
the  counterfeit,  as  well  hy  the  character  of  its  ope 
rations  as  the  results  that  are  produced.  The  true 
spirit  of  liberty,  although  devoted,  persevering,  bold 
and  uncompromising  in  principle — that  secured — is 
mild,  and  tolerant,  and  scrupulous  as  to  the  means 
it  employs;  whilst  the  spirit  ot  party,  assuming  to 
be  that  of  liberty,  is  harsh,  vindictive  and  intole- 
rant, and  totally  reckless  as  to  the  character  ot  the 
allies  which  it  brings  to  the  aid  of  its  cause.  When 
the  genuine  spirit  of  liberty  animates  the  body  of  a 
people  to  a thorough  examination  of  their  affairs,  it 
leads  to  the  excision  of  every  excresence  which 
may  have  fastened  itself  upon  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  and  restores  the  system 
to  its  pristine  health  and  beauty.  But  the  reign  of 
an  intolerant  spirit  of  party,  amongst  a free  people, 
seldom  fails  to  result  in  a dangerous  accessions  to 
the  executive  power — introduced  and  established 
amidst  unusual  professions  of  devotion  of  demo- 
cracy. 

The  foregoing  remarks  relate  almost  exclusively  to 
matters  connected  with  our  domestic  concerns.  It 
may  be  proper,  however, that  I should  give  some  indi- 
cations to  my  fellow  citizens,  of  my  proposed  course 
of  conduct  in  the  management  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions. I assure  them,  therefore,  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  preserve 
the  friendly  intercourse  which  now  so  happily  exists 
with  every  foreign  nation.  And  that  although,  of 
course,  not  well  informed  as  to  the  state  of  pending 
negotiations  with  any  of  them,  I see,  in  the  person- 
al characters  of  the  sovereigns,  as  well  as  in  the 
mutual  interests  of  our  own,  and  of  the  governments 
with  which  our  relations  are  most  intimate,  a pleas 
ing  guaranty  that  the  harmony  so  important  to  the 
interests  of  their  subjects,  as  well  as  of  our  citizens, 
will  not  be  interrupted  by  the  advancement  of  any 
claim  or  pretension  upon  their  part  to  which  our  ho- 
nor would  not  permit  ns  to  yield.  Long  the  defender 
of  my  country’s  rights  in  the  field,  I trust  that  my 
fellow  citizens  will  not  see,  in  my  earnest  desire  to 
preserve  peace  with  foreign  powers,  any  indication 
that  their  rights  will  ever  be  sacrificed,  or  the  honor 
of  the  nation  tarnished,  by  any  admission  on  the 
part  of  theirchief  magistrate  unw  orthy  oftheir  form- 
er glory.  In  our  intercourse  with  our  aboriginal 
neighbors,  the  same  liberality  and  justice  which 
marked  the  course  prescribed  to  me  by  two  of  my 
illustrious  predecessors,  when  acting  under  their 
direction  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  superin- 
tendent and  commissioner  shall  be  strictly  observed. 
I can  conceive  of  no  more  sublime  spectacle- — none 
more  likely  to  propitiate  an  impartial  and  common 
creator — than  a rigid  adherence  to  the  principles  ot 
justice,  on  the  part  of  a powerful  nation,  in  its 
transactions  with  a weaker  and  uncivilized  people, 
whom  circumstances  have  placed  at  its  disposal. 

Before  concluding,  fellow  citizens,  I must  say 
something  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  parties  at 
this  time  existing  in  our  country.  To  me  it  appears 
perfectly  clear  that,  the  interest  of  that  country  re- 
quires that  the  violence  of  the  spirit  by  which  those 
parties  are  at  this  time  governed,  must  be  greatly 


mitigated,  if  not  entirely  extinguished,  or  conse- 
quences will  ensue  which  are  appalling  to  be- 
thought of. 

It  parties  in  a republic  are  necessary  to  secure  a 
degree  of  vigilance  sufficient  to  keep  the  public 
functionaries  within  the  bounds  of  law  and  duty,  at 
that  point  their  usefulness  ends:  beyond  that,  they 
become  destructive  of  public  virtue,  the  parent  of  a 
spirit  antagonist  to  that  of  liberty,  and  eventually 
its  inevitable  conqueror.  We  have  examples  of  re- 
publics, where  the  love  of  country  and  of  liberty  at 
one  time  were  the  dominant  passions  of  the  whole 
mass  of  citizens,  and  yet,  with  the  continuance  of 
the  name  and  forms  of  free  government,  not  a ves- 
tige of  these  qualities  remaining  in  the  bosoms  of 
any  one  of  its  citizens.  It  was  the  beautiful  re- 
mark of  a distinguished  English  writer,  that  “in 
the  Roman  senate  Octavius  had  a party,  and  An- 
thony a party,  but  the  commonwealth  had  none.” — 
Yet  the  senate  continued  to  meet  in  the  temple  of 
liberty,  to  talk  of  the  sacredness  and  beauty  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  gaze  at  the  statues  of  tire  elder 
Brutus  and  of  the  Curtii  and  Decii;  and  the  people 
assembled  in  the  forum,  not  a3  in  the  days  of  Ca 
millus  and  the  Scipios,  to  cast  their  free  votes  for 
annual  magistrates,  or  pass  upon  the  acts  of  the 
senate,  but  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  respective  parties  their  share  of  the 
spoils,  and  to  shout  for  one  or  the  other,  as  those 
collected  in  Gaul  or  Egypt  and  the  lesser  Asia 
would  furnish  the  larger  dividend.  The  spirit  ot 
liberty  had  fled,  and  avoiding  the  ahodes  of  civiliz- 
ed man  had  sought  protection  in  the  wilds  of  Scy 
thia  or  Scandinavia.  And  so  under  the  operation 
of  the  same  causes  and  influences  it  will  fly  from 
our  capitol  and  our  forums.  A calamity  so  awful, 
not  only  to  our  country,  but  to  the  world,  must  be 
deprecated  by  every  patriot,  and  every  tendency  to 
a state  of  things,  likely  to  produce  it,  immediately 
checked.  Such  a tendency  lias  existed — does  exist. 
Always  the  friends  of  my  countrymen,  never  their 
flatterer,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  say  to  them,  from 
this  high  place  to  which  their  partiality  has  exalted 
me,  that  there  exists  in  the  land  a spirit  hostile  to 
their  best  interests — hostile  to  liberty  itself.  It  is 
a spirit  contracted  in  its  views — selfish  in  its  ob- 
jects. It  locks  to  the  aggrandizement  of  a few 
even  to  the  destruction  of  the  interests  of  the  whole. 
The  entire  remedy  is  with  the  people.  Something, 
however,  may  be  effected  by  the  means  which  they 
have  placed  in  my  hands.  It  is  union  that  we 
want,  not  of  a party  for  the  sake  of  that  party,  but 
a union  of  the  whole  country  for  the  sake  of  the 
w hole  country.  For  the  defence  of  its  interests  and 
its  honor  againstforeign  aggression — for  the  defence 
of  those  principles  for  winch  onr  ancestors  so  glo 
riously  contended.  As  far  as  it  depends  upon  me, 
it  shall  be  accomplished.  All  the  influence  that  1 
possess  shall  be  exerted  to  prevent  the  formation  at 
least  of  an  executive  party  in  the  halts  of  the  legis- 
lative body.  I wish  for  the  support  of  no  member 
of  that  body  to  any  measure  of  mine  1 hat  does  not 
satisfy  his  judgment  and  liis  sense  of  duty  to  those 
from  whom  he  holds  bis  appointment.  Nor  any 
confidence  in  advance  from  the  people  but  that 
asked  for  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  “to  give  firmness  and 
effect  to  the  legal  administration  of  their  affairs.” 

I deem  the  present  occasion  sufficiently  imnsr 
taut  and  solemn  to  justify  me  in  expressing  to  my 
fellow  cilizens  a profound  reverence  for  the  Chris 
tian  religion,  and  a thorough  conviclion  that  sound 
morals,  religious  liberty,  and  a just  sense  of  reli- 
gious responsibility  are  essentially  connected  with 
all  true  and  lasting  happiness.  And  to  that  good 
Being  who  has  blessed  us  hy  the  gifts  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom — who  watched  over  and  prosper- 
ed the  labors  of  our  fathers,  and  has  hitherto  pre- 
served to  us  institutions  far  exceeding  in  excellence 
those  of  any  other  people,  let  us  unite  in  fervently 
commending  every  interest  of  our  beloved  country, 
in  all  future  time.  [Oath  administered.] 

Fellow  citizens:  Being  fully  invested  with  that 

high  office  to  which  Ihe  partiality  of  my  country- 
men has  called  me,  I now  take  an  affectionate  leave 
of  you.  You  will  bear  with  yon  to  your  homes, 
the  remembrance  of  the  pledge,  I have  this  day 
given,  to  discharge  all  the  high  duties  of  my  exalted 
station,  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  and  1 
shall  enter  upon  their  performance  with  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  support  of  a just  and  generous  people. 

Washington,  March  4,  18-11. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
We  earnestly  congratula'e  our  readers  on  the  infor- 
mation concerning  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  which  they  w ill  find  exact- 
ly stated  in  the  report  of  yesterday’s  senate  pro- 
ceedings. Considering  the  rumors  that  have  been 
in  circulation,  nothing  could  be  more  interesting  to 
the  whole  country  at  the  present  moment  than  these 
disclosures  in  the  senate,  unless  perhaps  it  be  the 


chart  of  the  principles  of  the  new  administration 
which  may  be  expected  in  the  inaugural  address  of 
the  president  elect. 

We  learn  from  the  statement  of  IVlr.  Buchanan 
that,  in  regard  to  the  boundary  question,  the  govern- 
ments of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  have 
agreed  upon  the  main  points  of  a convention  for  ihe 
final  adjustment  of  that  question;  and  that  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  executive,  there  is  every  reason  'o  look 
with  entire  confidence  to  a prompt  and  satisfactory 
termination  of  tire  long  negotiation  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 

We  learn,  further,  with  great  pleasure,  that  there 
is  no  foundation  for  the  rumor  that  an  angry  cor- 
respondence has  recently  taken  place  between  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  rr  any  correspondence,  the 
character  of  which  would  justify  a call  for  its  publi- 
city. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay,  whose  wisdom  and 
experience  in  our  foreign  relations  stamp  every 
thing  he  says  on  that  subject  with  a more  than  com- 
mon impress,  are  no  less  important  than  accepta 
ble.  Happy  must  it  be  accounted  that  upon  this 
very  interesting  ami  important  matter,  the  leaders 
of  the  party  coming  into  power  and  of  that  which 
is  about  retiring,  entertain  opinions  upon  it  between 
which  there  is  hardly  a discevnabfe  shade  of  diffe- 
rence. 

The  statement  cf  the  chairman  of  the  senate’s 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  the  reader  cannot 
fail  to  perceive,  lias  ail  the  effect  of  a counter  blast 
to  the  martial  appeal  made  the  other  day  by  the  dis- 
tinguished chairman  of  (he  committee  on  foreign 
relations  in  the  other  house.  Tire  effect,  mark!  Wo 
do  not  say  the  intention,  as  w e are  not  in  the  coun- 
sels of  the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania  or 
of  Ihe  administration  w hose  confidence  he  enjoys. 

[Nat'  hit. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

In  senule,  Thursday,  January  Id. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said:  While  the  original 
bill  granting  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers  was  (lie 
only  question  before  the  senate,  I felt  no  desire  to 
say  a word  upon  it,  but  since  the  proposition  of  tire 
senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  to  t hat 
proposition  submitted  by  tire  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  have  fairly  brought  before  the  senate  for 
discussion  the  whole  subject  of  the  public  lands,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  might  be  ex- 
pected of  me  to  take  some  part  in  tire  debate.  And, 
sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  I enter  upon  this  discus- 
sion with  the  more  pleasure,  because  f have  not  the 
least  idea  that  the  question  will  be  settled  at  this 
session,  now  half  expired,  and  because  1 feel  not 
only  willing  but  anxious  that  my  sentiments  should 
be  fully  known  by  the  people  of'  tny  state  before  the 
next  session  of  congress,  during  which  I hope  to 
see  tire  w hole  subject  amicably  and  finally  arranged: 
for,  sir,  if  I know'  myself,  I desire  to  represent,  on 
this  occasion,  and  upon  all  other  subjects,  both  the 
interest  ar.d  wishes  of  my  stale,  and  to  those  wishes 
and  that  interest  I will  at  all  timps,  on  all  questions 
of  expediency,  conform  my  own  action  here,  as 
her  representative,  with  great  pleasure.  I have  said 
that  I consider  the  bill  and  tire  proposed  amend- 
ments as  bringing  the  whole  subject  before  tiie  se- 
nate: for,  sir,  I cannot  agree  with  the  senator  from 
Missouri  that  they  are  incongruous,  I consider  them 
entirely  germain,  and  legitimately  connected,  both 
for  argument  and  legislation.  The  whole  subject 
may  well  be  arranged  in  a single  bill;  anil  as  the 
bases  of  such  a bill  must  include  the  principles  of 
one  or  both  of  the  proposed  amendments,  it  is  entire- 
ly proper  that  they  should  be  discussed  with  the  or  I - 
nal  proposition. 

Previous  to  the  views  which  I intend  to  submit 
upon  litis  subject,  the  senate  will  pat  don  me  if  I 
notice  the  closing  remarks  of  the  senator  from  Ar- 
kansas, (Mr.  Sevier),  who  has  just  taken  It  is  seat. 
That  senator,  taking,  as  he  generally  does,  a clear, 
common-sense  view  of  Ihe  relation  between  cause 
and  effect,  has  just  told  us  Hint  the  in  coming  parly 
must  do  something  to  meet  the  expectations  of  t fie 
people;  that  it  must  bring  up  and  support  new  mea- 
sures; that  it  must  not  sit  down  in  the  seats  of  the 
out-going  party  and  fold  its  aims;  that  Hie  people 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  new  measures  were  to 
be  adopted;  that  ttie  doctrines  of  the  out-going  jiaity 
were  to  depart  with  them  in  their  retirement;  that 
the  measures  under  which  the  government  has  been 
administered  were  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
people;  and,  says  the  senator,  it  there  shall  be  no 
change,  Ihe  days  of  (lie  in  coming  or  Harrison  party 
are  numbered — it  will  go  out  at  the  end  ot  four 
years  by  a larger  majority  than  it  came  in.  I en- 
tirely concur  w ilh  the  senator  in  liis  position,  and 
thank  him  for  the  honesty  and  candor  of  the  admis- 
sion he  has  made;  he  has  honestly  and  conclusively 
solved  the  mystery  which  surrounded  the  recent 
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result  of  the  political  campaign  in  the  minds  of  some 
senators,  and  especially  irr  that  ol  lire  honorable 
senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton),  who  declar- 
ed, a few  days  ago,  that  the  result  was  a mystery 
he  could  not  understand.  The  senator  from  Ar- 
kansas perlectly  understands  it,  arrd  I concur  with 
him  that,  if  the  in-coining  party  pursues  the  same 
line  of  genera!  policy  that  was  the  ruling  policy  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  its  days  will  be  numbered;  its  days 
ought  to  be  numbered.  The  people  have  condemn- 
ed that  policy;  they  have  willed  that  those  who  sup- 
port it  shall  no  longer  till  the  highest  offices  within 
their  gif*;  they  have  willed  that  a different  policy 
shall  prevail;  they  have  selected  their  agents  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a different  policy;  those 
agents  stand  pledged  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be  a 
direct  violation  of  faith  to  the  people  to  refuse  to 
conform  to  their  will.  It  would  be  such  a breach 
of  faith  as  ought  to  number  the  days  of  those  who 
should  presume  upon  such  a dangerous  experiment. 
I trust,  however,  that  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm  from 
any  quarter  on  this  subject.  I merely  notice  the  re- 
mark of  the  senator  to  soy  that  I heartily  concur 
with  him,  and,  so  far  as  l am  concerned,  the  charge 
shall  have  no  application. 

Another  remark  of  the  senator  I must  briefly  no- 
tice, in  which  1 am  not  so  fortunate  as  to  concur. 
I understood  the  senator  to  say  that  the  senators  from 
the  old  states  had  uniformly  voted  down  every  pro- 
position from  the  now  states  in  which  they  felt  any 
interest. 

[ffere  Mr.  Sevier  ro3e  and  said  he  had  made 
several  exceptions.] 

So  I understood  the  senator,  but  I do  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  let  the  remark  pass,  even  with  the  excep- 
tions, as  1 do  not  think  it  does  justice  to  the  senators 
from  the  old  states,  as  they  are  called.  How  many 
senators  compose  this  body,  sii?  The  answer  is 
fifty-two;  of  that  number  only  eighteen  are  f:om  the 
new  states,  so  called.  Well,  sir,  does  not  the  sena- 
tor consider  both  the  pre-emption  and  graduation 
bills  western  measures?  And  how  could  the  new 
states,  with  their  eighteen  members,  have  passed 
any  bill  on  either  of  those  subjects  without  the  voles 
of  senators  from  the  old  states?  And  still  these  bills 
have  again  and  again  passed  the  senate  with  the 
votes  of  senatois  from  the  old  and  new  states. 
And.  sir,  I cannot  let  the  occasion  pass  without 
doing  to  senators  from  the  old  states  justice,  so  far  as 
my  slate  is  concerned.  I have  fiequently,  since 
I have  been  a member  of  this  body,  felt  the  kind 
aid  and  support  of  many  of  the  senators  from  the 
old  states  on  subjects  of  vital  importance  and  deeply 
interesting  to  my  state,  when  a most  settled  opposi- 
tion had  come  from  senatois  from  the  southwestern 
states,  designated  as  new  states.  It  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  except  from  this  remark  the  sena- 
tor from  Aikansas.  So,  sir,  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  one  of  the  new  states,  1 claim  no  parti- 
cipation in  the  application  of  the  remarks  of  that 
senator. 

The  senator  from  Arkansas  also  intimated  that 
the  new  slates  w ould  soon  be  strong  enough  to  make 
their  own  laws  on  this  subject,  without  the  aid  of 
the  other  states  of  this  union.  This  he  thinks  may 
take  place  by  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhon) 
also  predicted  a portion  of  his  remarks  upon  the 
same  hypothesis.  Here  again  I am  compelled  todis 
sent  in  ioto  from  the  positions  assumed  by  those  sena- 
tors. It  seems  to  me  that  the  senators  overlook  a most 
important  fact  in  order  to  arrive  at  their  conclusions; 
that  is,  that  the  states  are  becoming  old  (aster  than 
new;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  old  slates  are  in- 
creasing faster  than  the  new  ones.  I use  the  words 
“old”  and  “new”  in  their  confined  acceptation.  It 
the  senators  consider  all  new  states  that  have  been, 
and  that  may  be,  admitted  into  the  union  since  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  they  are  right; 
but  that  is  not  the  use  they  desire  to  make  of  (he 
terms;  they  refer  to  states  having  a border  interest 
in  common,  growing  out  of  their  frontier  situation, 
and  the  quantity  of  public  lands  within  their  limits. 
In  this  sense,  does  it  not  strike  those  senators  that 
the  danger  is  the  other  way?  that  the  old  states  must 
increase  in  the  proportion?  and  that  the  power  to 
control  legislation  on  this  subject  must  ultimately, 
unless  settled  soon,  lie  with  them?  It  looks  so  to 
me.  and  I have  heard  no  argument  to  shake  this 
view  of  the  case.  How  stands  the  case  with  Ohio? 
How  with  Indiana?  ay,  Indiana,  that  but  a few 
years  ago  was  upon  the  extreme  frontier.  The 
former  no  longer  claims  to  be  a new  state;  and  the 
latter,  so  far  as  tile  land  question  is  concerned,  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  belong  to  that  class  of  states. 
Odiers  are  inflowing  rapidly;  and  in  a few  years 
more  ali  the  present  great  states  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  will  be  in  the  very  centre  ol  the  union 
of  states,  and  not  even  the  western  of  the  old  states, 
in  the  sense  1 am  discussing  the  subject.  Is  it, 
then,  wise  in  the  senators  in  the  extreme  frontier  of 


the  slates  called  the  new  states  to  raise  any  question 
founded  upon  local  considerations  exclusively,  on 
this  great  land  question?  I submit  these  remarks 
in  a spirit  of  kindness,  for  these  senators,  one  and 
all,  know  that  I have  ever  stood  by  them  when  the 
interest  of  their  states  was  in  question.  But,  sir,  I 
must  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  I never  hear  these 
local  and  discriminating  questions  agitated  here  or 
elsewhere,  when  they  can  possibly  be  avoided, 
without  a deep  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  the 
course.  Let  us  remember  that  we  are  brethren  of 
the  same  family,  embarked  in  the  same  vessel,  bound 
to  I he  same  port.  Let  us  never  forget  our  motto, 
“united  we  stand,  divided  we  fall.”  We  must  have 
confidence  in  each  other.  Deriving  our  existence 
from  the  same  race,  united  together  by  the  same 
patriotic  love  of  country,  acknowledging  the  same 
Supreme  Being,  and  cherishing  the  same  free  con- 
stitutional form  of  government,  should  we  not  have 
full  confidence  in  each  other,  and  should  we  not 
avoid  ever}-  thing  calculated  to  excite  angry  feelings 
or  engender  sectional  hostilities?  It  may  not  be- 
come me  to  lecture  older  senators  on  this  subject, 
but  I shall  rest,  my  defence  on  the  importance  of  the 
position,  and  the  impression  it  has  made  on  my 
mind.  I will  digress  no  further,  but  take  up  the 
subject  under  consideration,  as  I had  originally  in- 
tended before  I was  decoyed  from  the  path  by  the 
remarks  of  the  senator  from  Arkansas,  which  I have 
thought  proper  to  notice. 

W bile  we  differ  upon  many  points  connected  with 
the  land  question,  we  ali  concur  in  the  magnitude  of 
the  subject,  and  its  great  importance.  There  is  ano- 
ther point  in  which  there  is  a general  concurrence,  so 
far  as  I have  as  yet  heard  an  opinion  expressed,  and 
that  is,  tlie  propriety,  nay,  more,  the  necessity,  of 
settling  the  whole  matter  so  soon  as  it  can  be  done 
satisfactorily  to  all.  Upon  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject and  its  consequent  connexion  with  the  legisla- 
tion of  congress,  and  the  diversified  interests  of  the 
states  in  all  their  varieties,  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  commented  at  large;  and,  as  I do  not  de- 
sign travelling  over  the  same  ground  that  other  se- 
nators have  occupied,  where  I concur  with  them,  I 
shall  content  myself  by  reading  an  extract  from  die 
report  of  the  committee  on  public  lands,  to  which 
the  bill  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  tiad  been 
committed.  This  extract  wi  1 1 show  the  quantity  of 
the  public  lands  over  which  our  legislation  extends. 
And  I read  it  to  the  senate  that  it  may  be  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  senators  when  I allude  to  it  in  my 
subsequent  remarks.  The  report  says: 

“It  appears  from  a report  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office  (see  document  46,  3d  session, 
25 til  congress),  that  the  whole  quantity  in  acres  of 
the  public  domain  on  the  30th  September,  1838,  to 
which  the  Indian  tide  was  not  extinguished,  amount- 
ed to  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  millions  in  round 
numbers.  There  were  at  the  same  time,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  same  report,  in  the  states  and  territo- 
ries three  hundred  and  nineteen  millions  of  acres  to 
which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished;  making 
the  whole  public  domain  in  the  aggregate  at  that 
time  to  be  ten  hundred  and  eighty-five  millions  of 
acres.  By  table  marked  A,  herewith  annexed,  it 
appears  that,  on  the  first  of  January  last,  there  were 
in  ttie  new  states  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  millions 
of  acres  to  which  the  Indian  titles  were  extinguish- 
ed, and  nine  million  five  hundred  thousand  acres  to 
which  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished;  inak 
ing  in  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
million  five  hundred  thousand  acres.  From  this  de- 
duct for  disputed  grants,  many  of  which  are  large, 
to  which  the  rigid  of  the  government  may  not  be 
established,  three  millions  and  a half  of  acres;  which 
would  leave  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  subject 
to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  (Mr.  Calhoun’s  amend- 
ment); being  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  whole  pub- 
lic domain.” 

Who  can  read  the  above  extract,  and  not  see  the 
immense  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion? I listened  to  the  senator  horn  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun),  while  portraying  the  importance 
of  this  great  subject,  with  the  attention  due  to  (hat 
senator  as  well  as  to  myself — desirous  as  I was  to 
hear  the  whole  argument;  and,  sir,  I had  the  pleasure 
of  concurring  most  fully  with  that  senator  up  to  the 
point  of  his  argument  where  he  declared  that  the 
pre-emption,  graduation  and  distribution  plans  all 
fell  short  of  the  desired  object  of  settling  the  question 
upon  the  terms  of  compromise  upon  which  I dcsiie 
to  see  it  placed;  and  urged  as  the  only  panacea,  or 
remedy  for  the  disease,  his  amendment  ceding  to 
the  states  in  which  they  lie  the  lands  within  their 
limits,  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions.  At  this 
point  I was  compelled  to  leave  the  company  of  the 
senator.  I could  not  concur  with  him  in  either  of 
his  positions;  and,  sir,  I confess  that  l was  surprised 
to  hear  the  senator  declare  that  his  amendment,  or 
bill,  was  calculated  to  close  the  whole  land  question. 
Why,  sir,  does  not  the  senator  see  that  it  falls  great- 


ly short  of  meeting  the  desired  object?  Can  lie  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  garment  he  has  made  is 
entirely  loo  small  for  the  body  he  designs  to  put  it 
on?  His  bill  applies  to  the  land  lying  in  the  new 
states  alone — one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
acres;  while  the  whole  quantity  of  the  public  lands 
is  over  ten  hundred  millions  ol  acres,  as  shown  by 
the  report  which  I have  read. 

The  great  objects  of  the  senator,  as  he  has  de- 
clared are  to  get  rid  of  this  agitating  question  in 
congress,  to  withdraw’  executive  patronage,  and, 
finally,  to  settle  the  land  question.  Hew  will  the 
bill  of  the  senator  effect  these  desirable  results?  As 
I have  said,  it  touches  less  than  one-sixth  of  the 
public  domain;  the  land  system,  with  all  its  para- 
phernalia, must  still  be  kept  up;  congress  will  have 
just  as  much  legislation,  and  the  patronage  will  be 
about  the  same  as  if  no  such  bill  had  been  passed. 
But,  sir,  I foibear  to  push  the  argument  on  the  se- 
nator’s bill  further  at  this  moment.  I shall  have 
occasion  to  examine  it  in  its  proper  order  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks.  Our  land  system  has  been 
justly  eulogized  by  senators  on  all  sides  of  the  cham- 
ber. When  we  compare  it  with  the  systems  of  other 
countries;  how  high  does  itstand  in  the  comparison; 
or  even  contrast  it  with  tile  manner  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands,  by  granting  large  tracts, 
upon  credit,  to  individuals  or  companies,  as  was  first 
adopted  by  this  government,  and  how  pre-eminent 
does  our  present  system  stand.  Still  it  is  becoming 
too  great  in  magnitude,  too  extensive  in  its  demands 
upon  the  legislation  of  congress,  intimately  too 
much  connected  with  the  various  affairs  of  the  na- 
tion . There  seems  to  be  a universal  disposition  and 
desire  to  make  changes,  either  in  the  manner  of  the 
administiation  of  the  lands  or  in  the  disposition  of 
the  funds  proceeding  from  their  sales.  The  debt  of 
the  revolution  has  been  extinguished;  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  states  have  been  liberated  from  that 
charge,  and  a new’  state  of  the  question  has  been 
presented  by  these  considerations. 

I propose  to  notice  the  different  propositions  that 
have  been  made  for  the  disposition  of  these  lands  in 
as  brief  a manner  as  I can,  and  show  how  they  stand. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  last  congress  of  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  I took  my  seat  as  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives.  At  that 
time  the  questions  of  graduation  and  pre  emption 
were  the  favorities  for  discussion.  Well,  sir,  pre- 
emption laws,  in  some  shape,  have  been  passed  from 
that  day  to  this,  and  we  now’  have  one  before  us  dif- 
fering somewdiat  in  character  from  any  former  law’, 
of  which  I will  speak  hereafter.  But,  sir,  the  gra- 
duation bills  have  shared  a very  different  fate.  Not 
a session  of  congress  lias  been  held  without  discuss- 
ing or  acting  upon  a graduation  bill  in  some  shape 
or  other.  Gen.  Jackson  came  into  poweron  the  tide 
of  unbounded  popularity;  his  friends  were  devoted 
to  his  person,  and  his  partisans  sustained  his  mea- 
sures with  great  unanimity.  He  was  most  decided- 
ly in  favor  of  graduation;  he  held  it  up,  as  did  bis 
adherents,  in  the  west  as  the  antagonist  measure  to 
the  distribution  principle  as  carried  out  in  Mr. 
Clay’s  land  bill;  and  when  the  president  defeated 
that  bill,  be  proclaimed  graduation  as  the  proper 
measure.  Well,  sir,  he  held  the  station  for  eight 
years;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  Mr.  Van 
Buren  came  into  power.  Like  his  predecessor,  he, 
too,  recommended  graduation;  the  secretaiy  of  the 
treasury  favored  it  as  a financial  measure;  his  parti- 
sans in  the  west  held  it  up  to  the  people  as  an  admi- 
nistration measure.  At  the  last  session  of  congress 
the  bill  passed  the  senate  about  the  same  time  the 
pre-emption  bill  did;  they  went  to  the  house  toge- 
ther; the  pre-emption  bill  passed,  and  the  graduation 
bill  slept  on  the  table.  There  was  power  enough  to 
pass  the  sub  treasury  bill  and  the  pre-emption  bill, 
but  the  graduation  bill  was  forgotten.  Thus,  sir, 
twelve  years,  including  the  administrations  of  gen. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  have  passed  away,  and 
the  graduation  bill  stands  precisely  where  it  did 
when  I came  to  congress  first.  From  this  I am  led 
to  believe  either  that  there  never  was  any  serious  in- 
tention of  passing  it  by  those  who  clamored  the  loud- 
est for  it;  that  it  was  merely  held  up  to  the  gaze  of 
the  people  as  the  opposition  measure  to  distribution 
for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  latter  measure;  or 
the  people  were  opposed  to  it,  and  the  dominant 
parly  knew  it  and  were  afraid  to  pass  it.  And  let 
me  say  to  senators  now,  that  1 have  not  the  least 
idea  it  ever  will  pass,  unless  it  shall  be  connected 
with  the  pre-emption  and  distribution  principles, 
upon  terms  of  compromise  of  the  whole  subject. 

The  objections  that  are  urged  against  the  gradua- 
tion bill  are,  first,  that  it  unsettles  the  land  policy; 
secondly,  it  reduces  the  price  of  the  real  estate  of 
the  country;  thirdly,  the  principle  of  graduation,  by 
the  time  the  lands  have  been  in  market,  is  arbitrary 
and  unjust,  inasmuch  as  the  tables  of  sales  show 
that  lands  which  have  been  long  in  market  still  find 
1 purchasers  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and 
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twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  These  objections  are 
entitled  to  due  consideration;  and  although  I do  not 
expect  to  live  long  enough  to  see  a graduation  law 
standing  upon  its  own  basis,  I will  briefly  notice 
them.  As  to  the  first  objection,  it  will  depend  en- 
tirely on  a prior  question,  that  is,  would  the  change 
be  lor  the  better?  If  so,  there  can  be  no  objection  on 
that  ground;  as  frequent  changes  have  been  made, 
and  the  land  system  has  been  much  improved  by 
them.  Instance  the  subdivisions  of  the  tracts;  the  in- 
troduction of  the  cash  for  the  credit  system;  the  re- 
duction of  the  price  from  two  dollars,  which  was  the 
minimum,  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  the 
present  minimum.  The  second  position  is,  that  it 
reduces  the  price  of  the  real  estate  of  the  country. 
This  assumption  I think  rather  specious  than  sub- 
stantial; it  would  certainly  tend  to  sell  the  land,  and 
cause  it  to  be  improved  at  a much  earlier  day  than 
it  otherwise  would  be;  and  as  the  value  of  the  im- 
proved land  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country,  it  follows  that  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  these  lands  at  an  early  day  must 
tend  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the  value  of 
the  other  improved  lands  in  the  same  section  ol 
country;  at  least,  the  effect  would  not  be  perceptible 
against  this  view.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  contend- 
ed that  the  principle  of  graduation  by  time — that  is, 
the  length  of  time  lands  have  been  in  market — is 
arbitrary  and  unjust,  because  lands  that  have  been 
long  in  market  still  find  purchasers  at  the  minimum 
price.  This  matter  is  perfectly  plain  and  simple  of 
solution.  Lands  have  an  intrinsic  and  a relative 
value.  A graduation  bill  by  time  only  applies  to  the 
intrinsic  value  of  lands;  they  are  sold  by  their  rela- 
tive value,  by  which  1 mean  that  the  locality,  quali- 
ty of  soil,  water  privileges,  timber  and  many  other 
qualities,  compose  the  intrinsic  value  of  a piece  of 
land,  and  for  which  it  receives  an  early  purchaser; 
while  lands  wanting  any  of  these  qualities  would  be 
passed  by  the  settler  in  the  first  instance;  but,  alter 
the  country  around  becomes  settled  and  improved, 
these  lands,  thus  passed  by,  become  relatively  va- 
luable in  consequence  of  their  locality,  and  not  their 
original  intrinsic  value;  and  that  relative  value  finds 
for  them  purchasers.  I have  no  doubt  but  that  at 
least  one-half  of  the  lands  that  are  now  called  refuse 
may  in  a series  of  years  be  forced  upon  purchasers 
at  the  minimum  price.  This  is  my  view  of  the 
matter.  It  looks  very  plain  to  me;  and  yet  it  has 
excited  a long  debate  to  account  for  the  apparent 
phenomena,  how  it  could  be  possible  that  these  lands 
could  be  inferior  lands,  and  still  find  purchasers. — 
There  are  connected  with  this  part  of  the  argument 
two  important  questions:  First,  is  it  right  for  the 
government  to  hold  up  these  lands  at  a price  above 
their  intrinsic  value,  until  they  are  sold  by  their  re- 
lative value,  and  thereby  avail  itself  of  the  industry 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  surrounding  lands  to  give 
that  relative  value?  The  other  is,  should  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country  be  retarded,  and  the  states  pro- 
hibited from  taking  the  lands,  until  that  relative 
value  shall  have  been  given  to  them  by  the  surround- 
ing improvements?  I have  heretofore  thought  that 
both  of  these  questions  should  be  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, and  have  voted  accordingly;  and,  as  I have 
heard  no  complaint  of  my  votes,  I shall  in  this  in- 
stance take  the  same  course,  though  I feel  quite  easy 
about  it,  and  would  willingly  conform  to  the  will  ot 
my  state  by  voting  either  way,  or  make  a reasonable 
compromise  of  the  whole  matter  to  secure  greater 
benefits  in  the  final  adjustment  of  the  land  question. 

I come  now,  .Mr.  President,  to  the  more  important 
question  of  pre-emption  as  embraced  by  the  bill  be- 
fore us.  As  I have  already  said,  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject have  been  passed  from  time  to  time,  differing  in 
some  particulars  from  the  bill  before  us,  which  1 
will  look  into  as  I progress  with  the  argument. 

But,  before  I give  my  views  upon  the  question,  I 
desire  to  say  a few  words  in  relation  to  my  vote 
against  an  amendment  to  the  original  bill,  which  ex- 
cluded foreigners  from  the  benefits  of  pre-emption. 
It  has  been  argued  by  senators  that  the  restriction 
should  have  been  incorporated  in  the  bill;  they  con- 
tend that  persons  who  have  no  interest  in  our  go- 
vernment, and  who  owe  allegiance  to  a foreign 
power,  ought  not  to  have  the  benefits  of  a law  which 
they  contend  grants  exclusive  privileges.  There  is 
much  force  in  the  argument,  and  were  there  not 
countervailing  considerations,  I should  be  disposed 
to  go  with  them;  but,  sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that, 
previous  to  obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  law,  resi- 
dence, improvements  on  and  cultivation  of  the  land, 
are  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  pre  emptor;  this  I 
considered  tantamount  to  a declaration  of  a bona  fide 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  settler  to  become  a citi- 
zen of  the  United  States;  indeed,  it  is  one  of  Hip  most 
conclusive  evidences  of  that  intention  that  could 
well  be  conceived  of.  Still,  I voted  to  require  the 
declaration  to  be  made  in  writing  before  the  pre- 
emption shall  operate,  I cannot  agree  with  senators 
who  think  there  is  great  danger  of  this  class  of  fo- 


reigners overturning  or  injuring  the  government,  by 
their  votes  or  otherwise.  Sit,  let  me  tell  senators 
that  this  is  not  the  class  of  men  from  whom  danger  is 
to  be  apprehended.  These  are  honest,  hard  work- 
ing,  industrious  men,  who  support  themselves  and 
families  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows;  men  who  at- 
tend to  their  own  business,  and  not  the  concerns  of 
the  public;  they  are  not  the  class  of  political  foreign- 
ers who  hang  around  your  sea-ports  and  the  suburbs 
of  your  large  cities,  making  politics  their  trade, 
preaching  agrarian  and  loco  foco  doctrines  in  the 
day  time,  and  lighting  loco  foco  matches  and  rioting 
at  night — the  levellers  down,  because  they  cannot 
level  up.  Men  who  do  not  betake  themselves  to 
honest  callings  for  a livelihood,  and  who  are  the  ene- 
mies of  those  who  do;  these  are  the  men  you  may 
w'atch;  but  when  you  see  a foreigner  take  his  family 
into  the  western  country,  settle  down  on  a piece  of 
wild  land,  commence  his  little  improvement,  sur- 
rounded and  aided  by  his  wife  and  children,  you 
may  rest  satisfied  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
him;  he  is  of  the  useful  class  of  foreigners  that  ulti- 
mately become  our  best  citizens.  The  spirit  that 
prompts  him  to  acquire  property  will  induce  him  to 
protect  and  defend  it.  The  other  class  are  not  af- 
fected by  pre-emption  laws,  for  they  would  not  cul- 
tivate and  improve  the  new  lands  if  you  would  give 
them  the  privilege  free  of  cost.  I have  seen  many 
of  this  class  in  the  west  as  well  as  in  the  east,  and  I 
have  never  seen  one  of  them  claiming  pre-emption 
privileges.  The  other  class  usually  apply  for  the 
benefit  of  our  naturalization  laws,  and  become  citi 
zens  at  the  earliest  period  possible;  they  are  good 
members  of  society,  anil  I desire  to  give  them  all  the 
encouragement  I can  consistently  with  ttie  provisions 
of  the  constitution. 

During  the  discussion  of  this  question,  the  argu- 
ment was  pushed  further  than  was  called  for  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill;  and  new  questions  were  start- 
ed, or  rather  sprung  upon  us,  one  of  which,  being 
an  important  one,  I am  not  disposed  to  let  pass 
without  a brief  notice.  It  has  been  contended  that 
the  states  have  the  power  to  confer  the  rights  of 
citizens,  or,  in  other  words,  citizenship  on  foreign- 
ers, notwithstanding  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  on  that  subject.  Others  have  contended  that 
this  can  only  be  done  in  the  absence  of  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  passing  naturalization  laws  on  the 
part  of  congress.  I heard  these  opinions  advanced 
by  distinguished  senators,  and  I confess  I thought  at 
the  time  that  both  were  wrong;  that  those  who  con- 
tended lor  the  first  of  these  positions  were  clearly  and 
wholly  mistaken;  and  that  those  who  admit  the  power 
in  the  states,  in  the  absence  of  the  exercise  of  the 
power  by  the  federal  government,  had  taken  ground 
that  could  not  be  maintained.  I supposed  the  whole 
power  to  be  exclusive  in  congress,  and  that  in  no 
case,  under  no  circustances,  could  the  states,  or 
either  of  them,  exercise  it;  and  I find,  on  consulting 
a high  authority,  (Story  on  the  constitution),  that  I 
was  light.  I will  read  to  the  senate  what  that  learn- 
ed commentator  says  on  the  subject.  3d  vol.  Com- 
mentaries, chap.  16,  he  says: 

"The  propriety  of  confiding  the  power  to  estab- 
lish a uniform  rule  of  naturalization  to  the  rational 
government  seems  not  to  have  occasioned  any  doubt 
or  controversy  in  the  convention.  For  aught  that 
appears  on  the  journals,  it  was  conceded  without 
objection.  Under  the  confederation,  the  states  pos- 
sessed the  sole  authority  to  exercise  the  power,  and 
the  dissimilarity  of  the  system  in  different  states 
was  generally  admitted  as  a prominent  defect,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  many  delicate  and  intricate 
questions.  As  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  state 
were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  all  the  other  states,  it  followed  that  a 
single  state  possessed  the  power  of  forcing  into 
every  other  state,  with  the  enjoyment  of  every  im- 
munity and  privilege,  any  alien  whom  it  might 
choose  to  incorporate  into  its  own  society,  however 
repugnant  such  admission  might  be  to  their  polity, 
convenience  and  even  prejudices.  In  effect,  every 
state  possessed  the  power  of  naturalizing  aliens  in 
every  other  state — a power  as  mischievous  in  its 
nature  as  it  was  indiscreet  in  its  actual  exercise.  In 
one  state,  residence  for  a short  time  might,  and  did 
confer  the  rights  of  citizenship;  in  others,  qualifica 
lions  of  greater  importance  were  required.  An 
alien,  therefore,  incapacitated  for  the  possession  of 
certain  rights  by  the  laws  of  the  latter,  might,  by 
a previous  residence  and  naturalization  in  the 
former,  elude  at  pleasure  all  their  salutary  regula- 
tions for  self-protection;  and  it  has  been  remarked, 
with  equal  truth  and  justice,  that  it  was  owing  to 
mere  casualty  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  under 
the  confederation  did  not  involve  the  union  in  the 
most  serious  embarrassments.  There  is  °reat  wis- 
dom, therefore,  in  confiding  to  the  national  govern- 
ment the  power  to  establish  a uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization throughout  the  United  States.  It  is  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  the  whole  union  to  know 


who  are  entitled  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  citizens  in 
each  state,  since  they  thereby,  in  effect,  become 
entitled  to  the  rights  in  citizens  of  all  the  states.  If 
aliens  might  be  admitted  indiscriminately  to  enjoy 
all  the  rights  of  citizens  at  the  will  of  a single  stale, 
the  union  itself  might  be  endangered  by  an  influx 
of  foreigners  hostile  to  its  institutions,  ignorant  of 
its  powers,  and  iucapable  of  a due  estimate  of  its 
privileges.”, 

"It  follows  from  the  very  nature  of  the  power 
that,  to  be  useful,  it  must  be  exclusive;  for  a con- 
current power  in  the  states  would  bring  back  ail 
the  evils  and  embarrassments  which  the  uniform 
rule  of  the  constitution  was  designed  to  remedy. 
And,  accordingly,  though  there  was  a momentary 
hesitation,  when  the  constitution  first  went  into 
operation,  whether  the  power  might  not  still  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  states,  subject  only  to  the  control  of 
congress,  so  far  as  the  legislation  of  the  latter  ex- 
tended, as  the  supreme  law;  yet  the  power  is  now 
firmly  established  to  be  exclusive.  The  Federalist, 
indeed,  introduced  this  very  case  as  entirely  clear, 
to  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  an  exclusive  power  by 
implication,  arising  from  the  repugnancy  of  a simi- 
lar power  in  the  states.  ‘This  power  must  neces- 
sarily be  exclusive,’  says  the  author,  ‘because  if 
each  state  had  power  to  prescribe  a distinct  rule 
there  could  be  no  uniform  rule.’” 

[Mr.  Smith’s  speech  to  be  concluded  in  ovr  next. ] 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS -2d  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  23.  Most  of  this  day  was  taken  up  in 
the  presentation  of  memorials. 

Mr.  Clay  reported  a bill  to  extend  the  time  of 
locating  military  land  warrants. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a resolution  directing  the 
secretary  ol  the  senate  to  pay  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  to  each  messenger  of  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary, three  dollars  per  day,  and  to  the  assistant  mes- 
senger and  laborers  two  dollars  per  day,  in  lieu  of 
all  dues. 

Mr.  King  thought  this  a decidedly  preferable 
mode:  it  was  fixing  the  recompense  of  these  people 
on  some  fixed  basis  instead  ol  voting  additional  pay 
at  the  last  hour  of  the  session,  as  had  frequently 
been  the  case.  It  was  advisable  to  fix  the  matter 
definitively;  and  while  he  was  averse  to  voting  ad- 
ditional compensation  at  the  close  of  congress,  he 
was  tor  paying  those  worthy  public  servants  a libe- 
ral but  not  extravagant  compensation.  He  moved 
that  it  be  sent  to  the  committee  on  the  contingent 
expenses;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bills  heretofore  noticed  as  having  been  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  were  severally  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  bill  for  chartering 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up, 
and  amended  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr. 
Wright;  when  Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  an  amend- 
ment a bill  embracing  the  following  features: 

Every  stockholder  shall  record  his  stock  in  the 
clerk’s  office,  the  schedule  of  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished every  three  months  in  the  newspapers  ol  the 
District;  every  sale  and  transfer  to  be  placed  on  re- 
cord and  published  within  ten  days. 

To  issue  no  notes  of  less  than  $20,  under  a pe- 
nalty ol  five  hundred  dollars. 

II  specie  be  refused,  enabling  any  justice  to  en- 
ter up  judgment  with  20  per  cent,  damages,  and 
cost  of  suit. 

Making  the  passing  of  any  note  by  any  indivi- 
dual, of  less  than  $20,  liable  to  a forfeiture  of  dou- 
ble the  amount  of  the  note. 

That  if  any  person  shall  establish  a bank  and  issue 
notes  as  money,  without  means  of  redeeming  the 
same  in  current  coin,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  shall  be  impri- 
soned not  less  than  throe  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Mr.  Tappan  spoke  in  favor  of  the  principles  of 
his  amendment,  and  against  banking  generally,  un- 
til a late  hour,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  to  go 
into  executive  business;  alter  which  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

February  24.  Mr.  Pierce , of  New  Hampshire, 
presented  resolutions  from  that  state,  on  the  subject 
of  appointing  the  same  day  throughout  the  United 
States,  for  the  choice  of  presidential  electors. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Mass,  presented  resolutions  of  that 
state  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens 
for  French  spoliations  on  commerce,  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  Henderson  submitted  a resolution  calling  on 
the  secretary  of  war  for  information  as  to  the  best 
point  for  the  erection  of  a national  foundry  in  the 
west. 

Alter  actii'g  on  various  private  bills,  the  senate 
pr  oceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, when  Mr.  Tappan  rose  and  concluded  his 
reurarks.  The  question  having  been  taken  on  bis 
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amendment,  or  rather  substitute,  the  vote  stood  as 
lot  lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Tappan  and  Wright — 2. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Ilnbbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mer- 
rick, Man^um,  Nicholson,  Pnelps,  Pierce,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Ktves,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
ntadge,  While,  Williams,  Yfoung — 33. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Ala.  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  at  the  close  of  the  bill: 

“And  provided  further.  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  said  banks,  or 
either  of  them,  from  paying  deposites,  heretofore  made 
in  said  banks,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  kind  of  funds 
in  which  said  deposites  were  made.” 

Mr.  IVright  opposed  the  motion,  and  the  debate 
was  continued,  Mr.  Merrick  and  Mr.  Clay  of  Ala. 
participating. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as 
follows: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay,  ol  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  King,  Knight,  Mangurn, 
Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rug- 
gles, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Talhnadge,  White 
Young — 25. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams,  Wright — iO. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  an  amendment  going  to 
make  every  officer  and  stockholder  of  the  banks  li- 
able in  their  individual  capacities,  for  the  full 
amount  of  stock  standing  in  their  names,  the  liabi- 
lity to  continue  alter  such  officers  or  stockholders 
cease  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Alien  said  he  should  be  recreant  to  his  trust 
if  he  did  not  endeavor  to  graft  this  principle  on  the 
bill;  a feature  which  he  knew  to  be  in  consonance 
with  the  majority  of  t tie  people  of  his  state,  and  he 
bdieved,  of  the  United  States;  and  on  t lie  question 
of  adoption,  he  should  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  resulted  as  lol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright — IS. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Gaaham,  Dixon,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Knight, 
Mangurn,  Merrick,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Talhnadge,  White,  Young — 19. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Fulton, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  King,  Knight,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Premiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Ruane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Talhnadge,  White, 
Williams,  Young — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Hub- 
bard, Linn  Lumpkin,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Robinson, 
Smith,  ofCon.  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright— 13. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session, and 
remained  therein  some  time.  Alter  which  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

February  25.  The  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year 
18-11,  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  finance. 

The  bills  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Walker  reported  a bill  granting  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  the  settlers  on  the  Dubuque  claim 
in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  which  bill  was  considered 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  following  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  after 
having  been  discussed,  was  amended  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  a bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force,  for  a limited  time,  an  act  approved  on  the 
third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
land  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians;” and  also  an  act  approved  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight, entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
‘an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ad- 
just the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the 
fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.’” 

Several  private  bills  were  also  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  tile  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session  at  half 
past  2 o’clock,  and,  after  remaining  therein  for  a 
considerable  time,  adjourned. 

February  28.  A3  soon  as  the  journal  was  read 
Mr.  Roane  rose  and  communicated  to  the  chair  the 


following  letter  received  by  him  from  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  United  States: 

“ Washington , Feb.  26,  1841. 

“Sir:  As  one  of  the  senators  from  the  state  of 
Virginia,  of  which  our  lamented  brother,  judge 
Barbour,  was  so  distinguished  a citizen,  I enclose 
you  a copy  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  which  have 
been  determined  upon.  I am,  sir,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant,  R.  B.  TANEY.” 

Mr.  Roane  rose  and  said:  Mr.  President,  I ask  a 
moment  of  the  precious  time  of  the  senate;  I will 
riot  abuse  it;  for  already  had  the  mournful  intelli- 
gence now  officially  announced  to  us  reached  every 
member  of  this  body,  and  already  had  the  heart  of 
every  individual  in  this  community  been  touched 
by  that  pure  and  exalted  feeling  which  is  ever 
awakened  when  the  patriot  hears  that  his  country 
has  suddenly  lost,  and  lost  forever,  one  of  its  bene- 
factors. 

Mr.  President,  had  I the  talent  and  the  material 
(which  I have  not)  to  offer  a just  tribute  to  the  tne- 
moty  of  the  distinguished  judge  whose  funeral  we 
are  now  invited  to  attend,  1 should  deem  it  inap- 
propriate to  do  so  on  the  present  occasion.  That 
task  I leave  in  other  and  abler  bands;  but  knowing, 
as  I well  do,  the  exemplary  virtues  of  the  deceased 
in  all  the  social  and  domestic  relations  of  life;  know- 
ing, as  I well  do,  the  exalted  estimation  in  which 
tns  virtues,  talents  and  patriotism  were  held  in  his 
native  state,  which  I have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  re- 
present, and  knowing,  as  does  every  member  of  this 
body,  his  long,  faithful  and  valuable  public  services 
within  the  walls  of  this  building,  I feel  inyself  autho- 
rised to  ask  the  senate  to  adopt  the  resolution  I now 
offer: 

Resolved  unanimously.  That,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 
spect for  tiie  memory  of  the  hon.  Phjlip  P.  Bakbour- 
late  associate  jusiice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  senate  will  adjourn  this  day.  at  2 o’clock, 
for  l lie  purpose  ot  attending  the  funeral  of  the  deceased. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  concerning  an  act  granting  lands  to 
certain  exiles  from  Poland. 

The  bill  for  creating  a new  land  district  in  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  lor  changing  the  boundaries 
of  the  southwestern  and  western  land  districts  in 
said  state,  was  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  (hen  proceeded  to  tile  special  order, 
being  the  bankrupt  bill;  when  Mr.  Clay  rose  and 
addressed  the  senate  until  the  hour  of  adjournment 
against  the  pending  amendment  to  include  banks 
in  the  compulsory  process;  denying  the  constitu- 
tionality of  such  a law,  arul  declaring  it  to  be  un- 
wise and  inexpedient  even  if  the  power  were  ex- 
pressed. The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  27.  Mr.  Clayton,  ot  Delaware,  present- 
ed a seiies  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature 
ofthat  state  to  the  following  effect: 

1.  That  tile  refusal  by  congress  to  recharter  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  unwise  and 
oppressive. 

2.  That  they  are  unwilling  lo  believe  with  the 
citizens  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  that  their 
only  chance  tor  good  government  and  prosperity 
rests  in  a retrocession  of  Ihe  territory  to  Maryland, 
and  confidently  hope  (hat  the  next  if  not  the  pre- 
sent congress  will  giant  a redress  of  their  grievances 
— and 

3.  That  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
ought  to  be  represented  in  congress — which  resolu- 
tions were  laid  on  the  table  and  oidered  to  be  pi  int- 
er! . 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1841,  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  government  for  the  year  1841,  with 
amendments,  which  being  read,  Messrs.  Anderson 
Tappan,  Knight,  and  Henderson  severally  gave  no- 
tice of  amendments  which  they  intended  to  propose 
w’hen  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration,  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

M.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  lo  amend  Ihe  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
amend  the  act  approved  May  13,  1S00,  entitled  ‘an 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,’”  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  urged  the  consideration  at  that  time;  and 
after  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Buchanan  and 
Clayton,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  senate 
took  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  to 
reorganize  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  offered  the  following 
amendment,  explaining  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  offer  it. 

“That  hereafter  the  eastern  and  western  districts 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  district  of  New  Jersey, 


and  the  district  of  Delaware  shall  form  the  third 
circuit;  the  district  of  Maryland  and  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia  shall  lorrn  the  fourth  circuit;  the 
district  of  North  Carolina,  the  eastern  and  western 
districts  of  S.  Carolina,  and  the  district  of  Georgia 
shall  form  the  fifth  circuit;  the  southern  district  of 
Alabama,  and  eastern  district  of  Louisiana  shall 
form  the  sixth  circuit;  the  southern  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi, the  eastern  and  middle  districts  of  Ten- 
nessee, shall  form  the  eighth  circuit;  and  the  dis- 
trict of  Arkansas,  the  district  of  Missouri,  and  the 
district  of  Kentucky  shall  form  the  ninth  circuit. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  district  of  Arkansas  shall  be 
bolderi  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  April,  and  the 
fourth  Monday  of  October  in  each  and  every  year; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  associate  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  allotted  to  the  ninth  circuit,  to 
preside  at  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  court  for 
the  district  of  Arkansas;  and  the  associate  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  allotted  to  the  eighth  circuit, 
to  preside  at  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  court  for 
the  southern  district  of  Mississippi,  which  shall  be 
holden  on  the  second  Monday  in  December.” 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  so 
as  to  place  Delaware  in  the  4th  instead  of  the  3d 
district. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  said  he  would  cheerfully  adopt 
such  modification. 

Mr.  Roane  rose  to  protest  on  his  part  and  that  of 
his  state  against  the  adoption  of  any  legislation 
having  a tendency,  as  it  were,  to  blot  out  from  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States  a state  which 
had  held,  and  so  justly,  so  elevated  a position  from 
the  very  commencement  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Clay  was  sorry  to  find  that  the  senator  last 
up  saw  any  thing  in  tile  proposition  unfriendly  to 
Virginia;  certainly  there  was  no  such  purpose.  Mr. 
C.  then  spoke  of  the  present  arrangement,  which 
alloted  six  of  the  judges  to  ihe  Atlantic,  where  the 
duties  were  little  in  comparison  with  those  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mountains,  while  there  were  only 
three  given  to  the  west.  A sudden,  unexpected 
and  deplorable  event  had  occurred,  which  enabled 
them  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  make  a proper  di- 
vision of  the  duties.  By  this  arrangement  the 
judges  were  convinced  that  all  the  business  could 
be  propei ly  arid  satisfactorily  attended  to.  If  he 
knew  Virginia,  she  was  indifferent  about  office, 
and  anxious  alone  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the 
high  trusts  reposed,  by  which  equal  and  exact  jus- 
tice might  be  meted  to  ail. 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Huntington,  King,  Mangurn. 
and  Sevier  spoke  briefly  in  favor  ol  the  bill. 

Mr.  Roane  spoke  some  minutes  against  the  bill, 
and  piotested  against  hurried  legislation  on  the 
subject.  Messrs.  Graham  and  Benton  opposed  it. 

Alter  Messrs.  Henderson,  Buchanan,  Walker  and 
Rives  had  spoken  in  favor  of  the  bill;  the  question 
was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bates,  Bayard,  Bucha- 
nan, Clav,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King, 
Knight,  Linn,  Mangurn,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Norvell,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ro- 
binson, Rugbies,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Williams — 34. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Graham, 
Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  Wright — 13. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  granting 
copy  rights  to  inventors  of  designs,  prints,  &c. 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  patent 
office. 

The  bill  to  declare  the  rights  of  the  children  of 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  born  abroad,  which 
had  been  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  put  upon  its  third 
reading,  when  Mr.  Clay  said  he  thought  the  bill 
involved  some  very  important  principles,  and  such 
as  should  not  be  acted  on  too  hastily.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  there  was  not  time  at  the  present  session 
to  discuss  its  merits  properly.  It  seemed  to  him, 
from  a hasty  glance,  that  it  sought  to  perpetuate  al- 
legiance, and  to  give  privileges  to  the  children  of 
citizens  who  might  wander  over  the  world  on  their 
own  business,  (not  on  that  of  the  public),  to  be 
considered  in  the  same  light  as  those  born  at  home. 
He  thought  we  ought  to  pause  before  we  passed 
such  a bill,  and  would  therefore  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  Which  motion  was  adopted. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business,  and,  after  spending  some 
considerable  lime  therein,  the  doors  were  again 
opened,  and  alter  acting  on  a joint  resolution  of  a 
private  nature,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  1.  Mr.  Bates  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  hon.  Rufus  Choate,  senator  elect  from  Massa- 
chusetts, in  the  place  of  the  hon.  Daniel  Websler, 
resigned,  who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  committe  on  In- 
dian affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie  ex- 
pediency of  malcing  an  appropriation  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Wyandot  Indians  from  the  state  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  relations  to  move  to  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  which  had 
been  referred  to  that  committee,  “requesting  the 
president  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest,  any  correspon- 
dence which  may  have  taken  place  between  this 
government  and  that  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the 
northeastern  boundary  not  heretofore  communicated 
to  the  senate.” 

He  would  state,  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible, 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  committee  to 
believe  that  it  would  be  inexpedient,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  publish  the  correspondence  to  which 
the  resolution  referred. 

It  would  be  recollected  by  senators  who  had  di- 
rected their  attention  to  this  subject,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  correspondence  already  published 
between  the  two  governments,  and  to  which  he  need 
not  particularly  refer,  it  became  the  duty  of  Gieat 
Britain  to  submit  to  our  government  the  project  of  a 
convention  for  the  settlement  of  this  long  disputed 
boundary  question.  This  duty  had  been  performed 
by  the  British  government  in  the  month  of  May, 
1839.  The  president  did  not  approve  of  this  pro- 
posed convention,  chiefly  because  it  contained  no 
ultimate  provision  which  must  inevitably  and  finally 
determine  the  controversy  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. Indeed,  from  its  character,  it  was  quite  pro- 
bable that,  had  it  been  adopted,  it  would  not  have 
produced  this  result,  so  much  to  be  desired;  and 
the  president  was  firmly  convinced,  considering  the 
long  delay — the  high  state  of  mutual  irritation  ex- 
isting along  the  border,  and  the  imminent  danger 
of  actual  collision — that  the  interest  of  both  par- 
ties impel atively  demanded  the  adoption  of  such 
treaty  stipulations  as  must  necessarily  make  an  end 
of  the  question.  The  British  government  had  since 
unequivocally  coincided  with  the  president  in  these 
sentiments;  and  the  two  governments  had  already 
agreed  upon  the  essential  points  of  a convention 
based  upon  these  principles,  and  alike  advantage- 
ous and  honorable  to  both.  There  were  still  some 
provisions  of  this  convention  of  comparatively  minor 
importance,  and  involving  detail  rather  than  princi- 
ple, which  had  not  yet  been  agreed  upon;  but  if  it 
were  the  sincere  desire  ol  both  parties,  as  he  believed 
it  was,  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  conclusion,  the  nego- 
tiation must  soon  be  successfully  terminated.  Un- 
der these  peculiar  circumstances,  the  committee 
believed  that  it  could  do  no  good  to  either  party, 
whilst  it  might  be  embarrassing  to  both  governments, 
to  publish  to  the  world  the  correspondence  and  the 
different  projets  and  counter-projets  of  treaties 
which  had  passed  between  them. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  official  position  in  the  senate 
had  afforded  him  free  access  to  all  this  correspon- 
dence. He  had  examined  it  with  care,  and  would 
now  frankly  state  the  impression  which  it  had  made 
on  his  mind.  Although  he  would  not  pretend  to 
sav  that  there  were  no  omens  of  war  in  the  conduct 
of  the  British  government  on  our  northern  frontier; 
yet  this  lie  should  assert  with  much  confidence,  that, 
in  the  negotiation  itself  relative  to  our  northeastern 
boundary,  nothing  had  occurred  inconsistent  with 
the  sincere  and  anxious  desire  which  had  always 
been  professed  by  that  government  to  preserve  the 
peace  which  now  so  happily  subsisted  between  the 
tw’o  countries,  and  to  bring  the  question  to  a final 
and  satisfactory  conclusion.  Probably  this  expres- 
sion might  be  too  strong,  and  that  he  ought  to  have 
qualified  the  general  terms  he  had  used,  by  except- 
ing the  delays  we  had  experienced  from  the  tardy 
movements  of  the  British  government  at  every  stage 
in  the  progress  of  the  negotiation.  Slill  he  felt 
himself  justified  in  using,  at  the  present  moment, 
the  language  of  the  president  in  his  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  that,  “from  the  cha- 
racter of  the  points  still  in  difference,  and  the  un- 
doubted disposition  of  both  parties  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  early  conclusion,  I look  with  entire 
confidence  to  a prompt  and  satisfactoiy  termina- 
tion of  the  negotiation.”  He  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  such  were  still  the  anticipations  of  the 
president  in. regard  to  the  northeastern  boundary 
question. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
should  purposely  refrain  from  the  expression  of  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline. This  was  unnecessary,  by  the  fact  that  all 
the  correspondence  in  relation  to  this  subject  of 
any  general  importance  had  already  been  published, 
and  each  senator  had  the  same  means  of  forming 
an  opinion  which  he  himself  enjoyed.  There  was 
no  truth  whatever  in  the  rumor  now  so  current  that 
there  had  been  an  angry  correspondence  between 


the  British  minister  and  the  secretary  of  state  since 
the  date  of  the  last  correspondence  between  them, 
now  before  the  public.  There  was  no  foundation 
for  this  rumor.  It  was  true  that,  since  that  time, 
a single  note  bearing  upon  the  subject  had  been 
addressed  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  which  the 
latter  had  answered;  but  this  note  and  answer  were 
ot  so  little  importance  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  call  for  their  publication,  and 
their  tone  was  far  from  being  of  any  angry  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  Clay  made  a few  brief  remarks,  understood 
in  substance  to  be  that,  in  his  position  with  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  derived  as  it  had 
been  from  the  vice  president,  it  might  not  be  amiss 
in  him  to  say  a few  words  in  relation  to  the  subject. 
The  questions  in  immediate  dispute  between  the 
two  countries  were  the  northeastern  boundary,  the 
affair  of  the  Caroline,  the  case  of  McLeod,  and 
certain  seizures  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  most 
important  was  doubtless  that  relating  to  the  north- 
eastern boundary.  Reference  had  been  made  to 
an  arbitration  that  was  to  settle  definitively  the  ques- 
tion, and  all  the  principles  that  should  regulate  the 
composition  of  the  arbitration  had  been  settled  on, 
except  some  minor  points  of  detail.  With  regard 
to  the  Caroline,  there  had  been  some  delay  in  an- 
swer to  the  demand  of  our  government  whether  her 
capture  within  our  jurisdiction  had  been  previously 
authorised  or  subsequently  sanctioned. 

As  to  the  case  of  McLeod,  a good  deal  depended 
on  what  the  government  of  New  York  should  do  in 
the  matter.  In  his  opinion,  there  ought  to  have  been 
some  intimation  by  the  executive  to  the  proper  au- 
thority in  New  York  of  the  necessity  of  affording  to 
the  accused  a fair  ami  impartial  trial;  and  to  his 
person,  if  acquitted,  perfect  security. 

If  this  could  not  be  obtained  where  he  was,  he 
should  be  brought  to  a part  of  the  country  where 
strong  prejudice  did  not  exist,  and  where  the  safety 
of  his  person  should  be  put  beyond  all  question. 
He  thought  it  probable  that  New  York  would  take 
that  course  w ithout  suggestion  from  any  quarter. 
He  hoped  he  might  have  a full,  fair  and  impartial 
trial,  such  as  it  was  the  duty  of  the  country  to  have 
guarantied  to  him. 

With  respect  to  the  African  captives,  he  did  not 
know  what  correspondence  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  two  governments;  but  under  no  circum- 
stances would  this  country  submit  to  the  right  of 
search. 

Mr.  C.  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  state 
of  the  difference  between  the  two  countries  was  not 
such  as  to  require  a special  minister.  The  minister 
resident  there  would  be  able  to  do  all  that  w'ould  be 
necessary  in  the  premises  without  difficulty,  and  he 
thought  without  delay. 

[Mr.  Buchanan , (in  an  under  tone).  I am  sorry 
to  hear  that.  I expected  to  be  your  secretary  of  le- 
gation. Mr.  Clay  bowed.] 

Alter  all,  (said  Mr.  C.)  I have  not  yet  begun  to 
think  of  the  possibility  of  any  immediate  war  with 
Great  Britain;  that  time  has  not  arrived  yet.  But 
however  distant  it  may  be,  I would  relax  no  effort 
to  place  the  country  in  a proper  state  of  defence. 
He  looked  to  the  absence  of  all  means  of  floating 
defence,  steam-batteries,  &c.  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern. He  thought  the  government  should  apply  all 
its  energies  to  place  the  country  in  such  a state  of 
defence  as  would  prepare  it  to  meet  any  possible 
exigency  that  might  arise. 

Mr . C.  expressed  his  belie)  that  both  governments 
desired  peace;  that  it  was  essential  to  the  interests 
of  each;  and  that,  if  war  did  come,  it  w'ould  not 
be  from  the  will  of  the  governments,  but  from 
collateral  causes,  over  which  they  would  have  no 
control. 

The  committee  was  then  discharged,  according 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Phelps , from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
stated  that  the  committee  had  had  under  considera- 
tion a memorial  in  relation  to  the  Seneca  Indians. 
T.  he  committee  have  an  opinion  to  express  on  the 
subject  in  due  season,  but  as  they  have  understood 
that  no  appropriation  is  to  be  asked  for  this  session, 
he  was  directed  to  move  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial. The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Culhberl  said  that  on  the  resignation  of  the 
late  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster),  he 
had  charged  upon  that  senator  certain  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  southern  institutions.  This  had  led 
to  a discussion,  in  the  course  of  w hich  he  ( Mr.  C.) 
had  pledged  himself  to  prove  certain  points.  The 
most  important  point  was,  that  Mr.  Webster  had 
avowed  the  doctrine  that  congress  had  full  power  to 
prohibit  the  slave  trade  between  the  states.  The 
next  point  was,  that  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts had  maintained  the  same  doctrines,  and  quoted 
the  opinions  of  that  senator  (Mr.  Webster)  to  sus- 


tain them.  He  had  pledged  himself  to  produce  the 
document  to  support  and  justify  the  charge. 

Mr.  Phelps  rose  to  a point  of  order  with  some  re- 
luctance. There  was  no  question  before  the  senate, 
and  he  was  not  aware  that  the  discussion  could  lead 
to  action  ofany  sort. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  said  the  senator  trom  Vermont 
should  have  checked  him  at  the  outset  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  previous  day.  The  senator  did  not 
then  stop  him.  He  had  pledged  himself  to  produce 
the  proof  of  the  charge  which  he  then  made,  and  he 
insisted  on  his  right  to  establish  the  position  which 
he  had  taken. 

The  president  said  the  discussion  was  not  in  or- 
der according  to  the  strict  rules  of  parliamentary 
proceedings;  but  it  had  been  the  usual  practice  of 
the  senate  to  permit  such  explanations  as  were  ne- 
cessary to  vindicate  gentlemen  in  a course  they 
thought  proper  to  pursue. 

Mr.  King  said  there  was  no  rule  to  warrant  the 
proceeding,  and  he  regretted  that  the  discussion 
should  have  arisen.  But  the  senator  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Cuthbert)  had  made  a statement  which  had 
been  called  in  question,  and  he  had  a right  to  justi- 
fy himself.  No  case  had  ever  occurred  in  which 
this  courtesy  had  been  refused  to  a senator.  In  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  senate,  it  was  necessary  to 
enforce  the  rules  of  order,  but  in  cases  where  a se- 
nator claimed  a privilege  of  this  kind,  it  was  uni- 
formly accorded  to  him. 

Mr.  Preston  hoped  the  point  of  order  would  be 
withdrawn.  It  was  due  to  the  senator  from  Geor- 
gia that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  put  him- 
self right  before  the  country. 

Mr.  Phelps  said  an  apology  was  perhaps  due  from 
him  for  making  the  point  of  order.  He  was  absent 
at  the  time  of  the  discussion.  If  he  had  supposed 
that  the  senator  from  Georgia  considered  himself 
implicated  in  any  way,  he  should  not  have  inter- 
posed. That  senator,  under  the  circumstances,  had 
a right  to  be  heard  on  that  floor,  and  he  withdrew 
the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  then  desired  the  clerk  to  read  an 
extract  from  a paper  which  he  sent  to  the  desk.  It 
purported  to  be  a memorial,  drawn  up  by  a commit- 
tee of  which  Mr.  Webster  was  a member.  The 
memorial  expressed  the  opinion  that  congress  had 
the  power  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  between  the 
states. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  then  animadverted  upon  the  remark 
made  by  Mr.  Clay , complimentary  to  Mr.  Webster, 
and  spoke  of  three  great  crisis  in  the  history  of  the 
two  gentlemen  when  they  differed  in  opinion.  The 
first  crisis  was  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  — 
Was  there  then  any  unity  of  action  between  the 
two  senators? 

The  next  crisis  was  when  the  south  undertook  to 
resist  the  oppressive  tariff'.  The  gentlemen  had 
divided  on  that  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  gone  against  the  compromise. — 
When  it  was  compromise  or  war,  that  gentleman 
had  sterrdy  refused  his  assent  to  the  measure. 

The  third  crisis  was  when  the  senators  of  the 
north  were  pressing  the  subject  of  abolition  upon 
congress.  Then  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  opposed  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  When 
it  was  all-important  to  have  a unanimous  vote  of 
the  senate,  the  discordant  voice  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  always  heard  in  opposition 
to  the  majority. 

Mr.  Clay  regretted  extremely  that  he  had  been 
called  out  in  this  way.  The  discussion  of  the  other 
day  had,  he  ventured  to  say,  satisfied  every  mem- 
ber of  that  body,  w ith  the  exception  of  the  senator 
from  Georgia.  He  agreed  witii  the  senator  from 
Vermont  ("Mr.  Phelps)  that  it  urns  all  out  of  order. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  create  an  occasion  for 
the  discussion.  The  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  soon  to  be  nominated  to  that 
body,  and  then  would  be  the  proper  time  to  bring 
out  all  the  opposition  to  him.  But  the  senator  from 
Georgia  had  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of  gentlemen, 
and  he  (Mr.  Clay)  w'as  not  willing  to  refuse  the  re- 
quest. 

No  error  could  be  greater  than  to  judge  of  human 
character  by  a single  act,  a single  sentiment  or  opi- 
nion. We  were  not  to  expect  perfect  coincidence 
in  every  thing  abstract  and  practical. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  here  addressed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  said:  1 cannot  be  interrupted,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident. I will  not  permit  an  interruption.  The 
practice  is  much  too  common,  and  especially  at  the 
other  end  of  the  capitol.  The  senator  from  Georgia 
will  have  ample  opportunity  to  reply  when  I have 
concluded.  What  was  the  question? — what  the  sub- 
ject of  difference  in  the  discussion?  The  senator 
from  Georgia  alleges  that  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  has  expressed  an  opinion 
— in  Faneuil,  it  was  believed — that  congress  bad 
the  power  to  regulate  the  trade  in  slaves  between 
the  states.  O.u  this  subject  great  diversity  of  opi- 
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niou  exists.  The  power  to  regulate  did  not  imply 
the  power  to  prohibit.  Congress  possessed  the 
power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce,  but  it  had  no 
right  to  prohibit  it. 

But  the  senator  from  Georgia  had  adverted  to  the 
fact  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  and  his  distinguished  friend 
(Mr.  Webster)  had  agreed  on  some  questions,  and 
disagreed  on  others.  Was  there  any  thing  unusual 
or  singular  in  that?  The  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Calhoun)  and  the  senator  from  Georgia 
were  now  on  the  same  side,  had  they  always  agreed? 
Was  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  ever  a nullifier? 
[Mr.  Cuthberl  said,  no.]  No.  He  (Mr.  Clay ) 
presumed  there  were  many  points  of  public  policy 
on  which  those  gentlemen  differed.  The  only  cor- 
rect method  of  judging  was  to  take  human  nature 
in  the  lout  ensemble,  and  not  undertake  to  determine 
by  a single  instance. 

The  senator  from  Georgia  had  referred  to  three 
subjects  in  which  he  (Mr.  Clay)  had  dilfered  with 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  first  was 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Webster  had 
regarded  that  war  as  unnecesary,  and  in  that  Mr. 
Clay  though  he  was  wrong.  But  there  was  ano- 
ther war— a domestic  war — a w'ar  waged  by  gen. 
Jackson  against  the  prosperity  of  the  country;  and 
where  stood  the  senator  from  Georgia  in  that  war? 
The  gallant  Webster  had  contended  for  the  people 
through  this  long  war,  with  persevering  ability,  but 
the  senator  from  Georgia  was  on  the  other  side. 

In  regard  to  the  compromise  act,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  been  opposed  to  that  heal- 
ing measure.  But  how  was  it  with  other  senators, 
with  whom  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  now 
co-operating?  The  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Benton)  and  the  senator  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wright)  both  voted  against  the  compromise,  but 
the  gentleman  finds  no  difficulty  in  acting  with 
those  gentlemen  because  they  disagreed  with  him 
on  that  measure. 

As  it  regarded  abolition,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Clay) 
knew  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Webster,  he  was  just  as 
much  averse  to  it  as  the  senator  from  Georgia  him- 
self. That  there  was  danger  impending,  no  one 
w’ould  deny.  The  danger  was  in  ultraism.  The 
ultraism  of  a portion  of  the  south  on  the  one  hand, 
and  from  abolition  on  the  other.  Itwas  to  be  avert- 
ed by  a moderate,  but  firm  course;  not  being  led  off 
into  extremes,  on  the  one  side,  or  frightened  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Webster  and  himself  (Mr.  Clay  said) 
had  differed  on  some  subjects,  had  coincided  on 
others;  and  the  senator  from  Georgia  might  have 
referred  to  an  instance  in  which  he  himself  had 
voted  with  Mr.  Webster,  and  in  opposition  to  him, 
(Mr.  Clay.)  He  alluded  to  the  tariff  of  1S24. 
The  substance  of  the  charge  wfas,  that  Mr.  Webster 
and  himself  (Mr.  Clay)  had  agreed  on  certain  mat- 
ters, and  disagreed  on  others;  and  if  the  senator 
from  Georgia  should  undertake  to  compute  the  se- 
veral agreements  and  disagreements,  he  would 
have  to  work  out  a more  difficult  problem  than  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Clay's  in  tile  other  house,  who  had 
tried  to  ascertain  whether  Vermont  or  Kentucky 
was  the  banner  state. 

Mr.  Culhbert  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  that  was 
worthy  of  reply.  If  the  debate  on  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Webster  was  to  be  public,  there  would  have 
been  some  force  in  what  had  been  said  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Rives  had  not  intended  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion,  but  he  desired  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  any  misconstruction  of  the  language  he  had 
used  the  other  day.  He  had  made  no  issue  with 
the  senator  from  Georgia  in  regard  to  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Webster.  He  had  merely  said  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  those  opinions,  except  what  had  been 
stated  on  the  floor  of  the  senate.  He  W’ould  take 
occasion  to  say,  however,  in  relation  to  the  proof 
which  the  senator  from  Georgia  had  produced,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  connect  Mr.  Webster  with  the 
doctrines.  There  was  no  evidence  that  he  had 
written,  sanctioned,  or  even  seen  the-  report.  He 
(Mr.  Rives ) had  heard  Mr.  Webster,  beneath  the 
rays  of  a southern  sun,  in  the  presence  of  an  in- 
telligent assemblage  of  Virginians,  avow  doctrines 
of  the  most  patriotic  and  satisfactory  character  to 
the  south. 

Mr.  Rives  then  adverted  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
vote  in  the  New  York  legislature  in  1820  in  favor 
of  a resolution  asserting  the  power  of  congress  to 
prohibit  slavery'  in  the  new  states.  Apply  the  rule 
which  the  senator  from  Georgia  has  laid  down, 
('aid  Mr.  R.)  and  how  stands  Mr.  Van  Boren?  Is 
he  a northern  man  with  southern  feelings?  Mr.  R. 
hoped  w7e  should  have  no  more  such  presidents. 
He  wanted  an  American  president,  with  American 
feelings,  such  as  ttie  man  who  was  to  be  inaugurat- 
ed on  the  4th  of  Maich. 

[There  was  a burst  of  applause  from  the  gal- 
leries, which  the  president  promptly  rebuked  and 
suppressed.] 


Mr.  Rives  then  referred  to  the  Mississippi  ease 
now  under  consideration  by  the  supreme  court,  and 
said  Mr.  Clay  had  raised  his  voice  of  argument  and 
eloquence  against  the  restrictive  regulations  which 
Mr.  Van  Burtn  had  voted  in  favor  of.  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s opinions,  expressed  in  his  great  speech  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Hayne,  concurred  with  those  entertained 
by  Mr.  Clay.  Subsequent  occurrences,  he  said, 
had  satisfied  the  minds  of  the  south  that  Mr.  Web- 
ster's views  were  sound  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Preston  stated  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Webster's  sentiments  at 
Alexandria  and  Richmond,  and  said  they  had  given 
him  the  liveliest  satisfaction.  He  was  glad  to  have 
had  some  personal  agency  in  bringing  out  declara- 
tions so  important  to  the  south  and  the  whole 
country. 

Mr.  Walker  made  a speech  of  some  length  in 
defence  of  the  constitution  of  Mississippi,  which 
is  involved  in  a case  now  before  the  supreme  court. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan and  Mr.  Preston,  when,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Wright,  the  business  was  changed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  when  the  senate  took  a recess  until  5 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  senate  met  at  five  o’clock, 
pursuant  to  adjournment.  The  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  question  pending  being  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  on  finance  to  reduce  the 
salaries  and  fees  of  public  officers  and  agents — such 
as  collectors  of  the  customs,  marshals,  district  attor- 
neys, postmasters,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  the  object  of  the  commit- 
tee in  offering  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  was  opposed  to  consider- 
ing the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  salaries  in  an 
appropriation  bill — a bill  that  all  admitted  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  speedily  passed.  He 
was  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  whole  subject 
of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  should  undergo  revi- 
sion, and,  in  many  cases,  reduction;  but  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  and  occasion  to  go  into  the  subject.  It  was  a 
work  of  time,  and  would  require  due  deliberation 
and  much  consideration;  it  was  a work  for  a com- 
mittee, who  could  obtain  a full  knowledge  of  the 
whole  subject.  When  the  w'ork  is  done,  it  should 
be  well  done.  It  should  do  ample  and  equal  justice 
to  the  officers  in  the  different  sections  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  would  suggest  to  the  senator 
from  Indiana  to  let  the  amendments  first  be  acted 
on  which  were  submitted  by  the  committee,  and 
after  that  a motion  could  be  made  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Phelps  said  the  bill  before  them  was  merely 
an  appropriation  bill,  and  eveiy  senator  must  see 
the  necessity  that  existed  for  its  passage  to  meet  t tie 
current  expenses  of  the  government.  Here,  how- 
ever, within  forty-eight  hours  of  the  close  of  the 
session,  was  a proposition  to  connect  with  it  the  re- 
duction of  salaries.  It  had  been  said  that  some  sa- 
laries were  too  large.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  such  was  not  the  fact;  nay,  he  believed  in  some 
cases  that  it  was  true;  but,  iri  his  opinion,  it  was 
not  the  time  to  act  on  them.  The  whole  subject 
would  require  careful  revision,  and  much  caution 
in  framing  a bill  so  as  to  meet  the  subject  as  it  ought 
to  be  met.  The  only  practical  thing  was  io  pass 
the  appropriation  bill,  and  reserve  these  matters 
until  the  next  session,  when  they  might  all  be 
acted  upon  with  a view  to  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Benton  thought  it  utterly  wrong  that  high  fees 
and  perquisites  should  be  permitted  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Phelps  thought  it  very  extraordinary  that 
gentlemen  should  just  then  think  of  a proposition 
to  reduce  expenses;  this  spirit  of  economy  had  come 
over  them  all  at  once  as  corporal  Trim  fell  in  love. 

Mr.  Walker  thought  the  bill  defective.  If  he 
understood  it  the  fees  of  the  marshals  would  be 
limited  to  $’6,000.  If  such  were  the  fact  no  man 
in  Mississippi  could  have  held  it  for  the  last  three 
years,  nor  would  be  able  to  hold  it  for  the  next  three 
to  come.  That  officer  in  some  instances  bad  to  pay 
out  $50,000. 

Mr.  Henderson  thought  the  difficulty  might  be 
obviated,  if  the  word  nett  was  inserted. 

Mr.  Sevier  thought  the  bill  had  better  stand  as  it 
did. 

Mr.  Southard  was  for  the  retention  by  postmasters 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  boxes:  he  considered  it  a con- 
tract between  postmasters  and  individuals. 

Mr.  Buchanan  took  a different  view;  he  thought 
that  $5,000  was  ample  for  the  services  performed 
by  any  postmaster— $2,000  for  the  emoluments  of  I 
office,  and  the  boxes  limited  to  $2,000.  These  pri- 
vate boxes  were  as  much  a matter  of  convenience 
to  the  postmasters  as  to  the  individuals.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  any  danger  of  money  going  into 
the  treasury  from  any  such  source.  If  the  boxes  j 


amounted  to  $6,000,  the  price  would  be  reduced  so 
as  to  make  only  $3,000,  w hat  was  proposed  to  be  al- 
lowed the  postmasters  on  the  item. 

Mr.  Tullmadge  argued  against  going  blindfold 
into  this  subject  at  the  close  of  the  session.  He 
was  for  reducing  officers  to  some  fair  and  liberal 
standard,  but  not  to  rush  unadvisedly  into  measures 
that  could  not  benefit  the  community. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  thought  $6,000  enough 
for  any  officer;  it  was  as  much  as  the  chief  justice 
of  the  United  States  received,  or  any  head  ot  a de- 
partment With  regard  to  w hat  had  been  said  about 
postmasters  neglecting  the  community,  the  intelli- 
gent population  of  the  city  ofNew  York  would  soon 
rectify  that  matter. 

Mr.  Preston  said  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  subject  of  boxes  had  been  before  the  senate;  lie 
had  voted  against  it  before,  and  would  do  so  again, 
on  the  same  principle.  He  thought  this  whole  step 
in  the  present  case  an  invidious  party  business. 
Large  emoluments  had  been  enjoyed  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  and  why  had  they  not  heard  of  them 
before?  He  affirmed  that  the  proposition  about  re- 
ducing the  boxes  to  $3,000  was  to  make  the  govern- 
ment a sleeping  partner,  to  come  in  for  a share  of 
the  profits  with  its  own  agents. 

Mr.  Linn  had  voted  to  increase  the  salai  ies  of  the 
clerks  and  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  when  all 
the  necessaries  of  life  were  increased  in  price 
through  an  inflated  medium,  but  now  things  wore  a 
very  different  aspect,  and  a sense  ofduty  would  com- 
pel him  to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the  emoluments 
of  all  officers.  Mr.  L.  occupied  the  floor  lor  some 
time  and  went  into  several  collateral  matters  touch- 
ing pledges  of  the  administration,  and  in  favor  of 
the  course  pursued  by  general  Jackson  and  his  suc- 
cessor. 

Mr.  Walker  rose  to  move  an  adjournment,  when 
the  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a letter 
from  the  president  elect,  informing  the  body  that  he 
was  prepared  to  take  the  oath  of  office  on  the  4th  of 
March. 

Mr.  Preston  immediately  submitted  a resolution 
appointing  a committee  of  three,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  chair,  to  receive  the  president  elect. 

The  vice  president  announced  his  intention  of 
vacating  his  seat  tomorrow  in  order  to  give  an  op- 
portunity for  the  election  of  a president  pro  tem. 

A motion  was  then  made  that  when  the  senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o’clock;  which 
motion  was  carried.  And  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  23.  Mr.  Galbraith  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  four  o’clock  this  day, 
all  debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
union  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  government  for  the  year  1841  shall  cease,  and  the 
committee  shall  proceed  to  vote  upon  the  amendments 
that  may  be  at  that  time  pending,  or  that  may  be  of- 
fered to  said  hill,  and  shall  then  report  the  same,  w ith 
such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to,  to  the 
house;  and  said  bill  shall  then  be  the  special  order,  and 
take  precedence  of  all  other  business,  until  the  same 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  bouse:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  prevent  the  committee 
from  reporting  said  bill  to  the  house  at  an  earlier  hour. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  Mr.  Galbraith  to  extend  the 
time  one  hour,  so  as  to  take  up  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  taking  of  testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Galbraith  assented,  and  modified  his  resolu- 
tion accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  suspending  the 
rules,  and  there  appeared  in  favor  of  suspending 
110;  against  it  19.  And  so  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. 

And  the  resolution  came  fully  before  the  house. 
The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded, 
and  was  put  and  carried. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken,  that  the 
house  do  agree  to  the  resolution,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

And  so  the  debate  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions lor  the  support  of  government  lor  the  year 
1841  will  cease  to  day  at  5 o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  commit- 
tee of  the  w hole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  (lie  support  of  government  (the  civil 
list)  for  the  year  1841;  (Mr.  Bell  resinned  tile  chair 
of  the  committee). 

Tiie  pending  question  was  on  the  appeal  taken 
by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  from  the  decision  of  the  chair 
last  evening.  The  amendment  offered  by  that 
gentleman  was  not  in  order,  on  the  ground — 
first,  that  the  subject  was  entirely  different  Irom 
that  under  consideration;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
amendment  related  to  a class  of  officers  for  whom 
no  appropriation  was  made  in  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Smilh,  of  Indiana,  rose  and  moved  to  recon-  i 
sider  the  vote  taken  last  evening  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi. 

The  chairman  said  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
move  to  reconsider  a vote  in  committee;  the  ques- 
tion would  again  come  up  in  the  house. 

And  the  question  recurring,  ‘‘shall  the  derision 
of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee?” 

The  question  of  order  was  debated  at  considera- 
ble length  by  Messrs.  Atherton,  Clifford,  Tillinghast, 
Banks,  (Jndeiwood,  Winthrop  and  Everett.  After 
which  the  chairman  stated  briefly  the  grounds  of 
his  decision. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  supported  the  decision  of  the 
chair  in  a short  speech. 

And  the  question  being  then  put,  “shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
committee?”  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out a division.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
affirmed. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  then  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

“ Provided  further,  That  the  district  attorneys  of  the 
United  States  in  and  forthe  several  districts,  the  clerks 
and  marshals  respectively  of  the  same,  shall  render  an 
account  quarter  yearly, each  and  every  year  hereafter, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  all  lees,  emoluments 
and  receipts  of  every  name  and  nature  whatever  by 
them  respectively  received  by  virtue  of  said  offices; 
which  account  shall  be  rendered  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  supported  by  such 
proofs  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  his  judgment 
may  prescribe  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  provi- 
sions hereinafter  named:  that  is  to  say,  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  the  salaries,  fees  and  emoluments,  receipts 
and  earnings  of  any  of  the  said  attorneys  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  $4,500,  then  such  attorneys  shall  pay  such 
excess  into  the  treasury  of  the  U.  States  for  the  gene- 
ral purposes  of  government.  And  if  the  salaries,  fees, 
emoluments  or  earnings  of  any  ot  the  said  clerks  or 
marshals  shall  exceed  $3,500,  then  the  excess  shall  in 
like  manner  be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid.  And  if  the  salaries,  earnings,  fees  and 
emoluments  of  any  of  the  said  marshals  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  $5,000,  then  such  excess  shall  also  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.” 

Mr.  Cushing  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  this 
proposition  was  not  substantially  the  same  as  that 
struck  out  last  evening? 

After  a few  moments  consideration,  the  chair- 
man said  that  he  had  not  had  time  to  examine  the 
proposition  minutely,  but,  from  looking  at  it,  he 
thought  he  saw  that  it  was  a proposition  to  insert 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Thompson),  engrafted 
on  the  bill  last  evening,  that  portion  of  the  original 
provi^r  which  was  slruck  out,  almost  in  the  very 
terms  of  the  proviso.  If  that  was  so,  it  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  then  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

“ Provided , That  the  fees  and  emoluments  re- 
tained by  the  district  attorneys,  marshals  and  clerks 
shall,  in  no  case,  exceed,  for  the  district  attorney 
and  marshal,  or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  $6,000 
and  those  for  each  of  the  clerks  shall  not  exceed,  in 
any  case,  $4,500;  the  surplus  of  fees  arid  emolu- 
ments to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  subject  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  congress.” 

Mr.  Hunt  submitted  that  this  was  precisely  the 
same  proposition  in  principle  as  the  proposition 
struck  out  last  night,  which  was,  fixing  a maximum. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Cave 
Johnson,  Evans,  IVise,  Curtis,  Vanderpocl,  Stanly, 
Granger,  Graves  and  Cushing. 

Mr.  Crary  then  took  the  floor,  and  said  that  he 
desired  to  submit  some  observations,  but  that,  if 
the  committee  were  prepared  to  take  the  question, 
he  was  willing  to  yield  his  right  to  the  floor. 

And  the  question  having  been  put  by  the  chair, 
Mr.  Gentry  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
remarks,  but  Mr.  Crary  claimed  his  right,  and  the 
debate  was  continued  at  great  length  by  Mr.  C.  and 
by  Messrs.  Gentry , Alford , Thompson,  of  Miss,  and 
Steenrod ; (in  explanation). 

[The  whole  debate  was  directed  mainly  to  ques- 
tions affecting  letrenchment  and  reform,  and  the 
appropriate  time  and  mode  ot  carrying  out  the 
policy  professed  by  the  friends  of  geri.  Harrison.] 

Alter  which,  Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  a proviso  that  all  the  fees 
over  $6,000  received  by  district  attorneys,  mar- 
shals, &c.  for  the  last  twelve  years  should  be  re- 
funded; but  subsequently  withdrew  it,  with  the  re- 
mark that,  as  he  supposed  very  little  could  beob 
tained  from  the  gentlemen  who  had  held  these 
offices  during  that  time,  he  would  not  press  ft.  Mr. 
Morgan  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  after  the  word  “service”  the  words  “ex- 
clusive of  clerk  hire.”  Which  motion  was  rejected. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  thp  amendment 
of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  and,  by  ayes  93,  noes  48,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock,  Mr.  Bell,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  resumed  the  chair,  and  called  the 
committee  to  order. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  question  before  the 
committee  was  now  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hunt  to 
strike  out  the  entire  proviso. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  if  the  amendments  were  not 
in  lieu  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

The  chair  answered  no;  that  the  amendments  had 
been  made  under  the  law  of  parliament,  which  per- 
mitted a proposition  to  be  amended  so  as  to  make  it 
as  perfect  as  possible  before  the  question  be  put  on 
striking  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  Cuve  Johnson  took  the  floor  and  spoke  upon 
the  subject  of  reform  generally,  and  as  to  his  own 
course  in  particular,  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
during  the  ten  years  he  had  served  in  congress. 

Messrs.  Graves,  Gentry  and  C.  H.  Williams, 
made  frequent  explanations  during  Mr.  Johnson's 
speech.  Air.  J.  had  not  concluded  at  5 o’clock, 
when,  under  the  order  of  this  morning,  the  debate 
w as  arrested,  and  the  committee  commenced  to  vote. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the 
entire  proviso,  as  amended  on  the  motions  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Miss,  and  Mr.  Cave  Johnson.  The 
house  was  counted  by  tellers,  and  there  appeared 
for  striking  out  57,  against  it  113.  And  so  the  pro- 
viso, as  amended,  stands. 

The  item  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  being  under 
consideration,  Mr.  Crary  moved  to  amend  the  same 
by  adding  the  following  proviso: 

“ Provided , That.  $20,000  of  the  same  shall  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  president  in  making 
an  hydrographical  surveys  of  the  lake  coasts  of  the 
United  States.” 

Mr.  Curtis  raised  a question  of  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amendment  was  precisely  like  a 
bill  from  the  senate  now  pending  before  the  house. 

The  chuir  entertained  the  amendment,  but  upon 
a representation  of  Mr.  Wise  and  other  members, 
that  the  appropriation  for  the  coast  survey  had  been 
invariably  confined  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  be  decid- 
ed that  it  was  not  in  order. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Crary  appealed,  but  the 
house  sustained  the  decision  of  the  ciiair. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  moved  fo  amend 
by  inserting  a proviso  appropriating  ,$30,000  for 
the  continuance  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Downing  then  moved  an  amendment  provid- 
ing for  the  arrearages  of  pay  of  the  judge  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Florida,  which  was  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Various  other  amendments  having  been  moved 
and  disposed  of.  Mr.  John  W.  Mien,  of  Ohio,  mov- 
ed the  following  item: 

“For  furniture  forthe  president’s  house,  of  Ame- 
rican manufacture,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable  and 
expedient,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  president,  in  addition  to  the  avails  of  the  sales 
of  decayed  furniture,  the  sum  of  $6,000.” 

Mr.  Jllford  moved  the  following  substitute: 

“That,  for  furniture  lor  the  president’s  house,  the 
president  elect  be  authorised  to  sell  the  gold  spoons 
and  other  such  furniture  as  he  may  deem  extrava- 
gant and  unnecessary  in  the  president’s  house,  and 
purc  hase  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  such 
furniture  as  he  may  deem  proper  and  useful.” 

Mr.  Duncan  inquired  if  there  were  any  gold 
spoons  in  the  president’s  house. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  he  did  not  know  that  there  were 
gold  spoons  among  the  items  of  the  president’s 
furniture.  He  had  understood  there  were  spoons 
called  silver  gilt  spoons. 

Mr.  Morgan  desired  to  know  by  what  authority 
Thomas  L.  Duncan,  a son  of  a member,  was  em- 
ployed as  page  to  the  vice  president.  The  fact  ap- 
pears by  a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate  of 
the  17lh  of  December,  1840. 

Mr.  Duncan  denied  that  he  had  a son  by  that 
name. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  he  was  mistaken  in  the  name. 
It  was  Thomas  T Duncan,  and  the  sonof  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio.  He  cannot  deny  that. 

Mr.  Duncan  made  a reply,  but  it  was  not  dis- 
tinctly heard;  he  was  understood  to  deny  that  the 
money  had  been  paid  to  his  son. 

The  reading  of  an  inventory  of  the  president’s 
furniture  was  then  called  for,  and  objected  to. 

And  the  question  was  put,  shall  the  paper  be 
read?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  paper  was  then  read,  by  which  if  appeared 
that  the  spoons  were  silver  gill,  that  is,  silver  spoons 
gilt  with  gold. 

Mr.  Mford  then  modified  his  substitute  so  as  to 
say  “silver  gilt  spoons”  instead  of  gold  spoons. 


Mr.  Graves  inquired  if  the  Mr.  Noland  who  had 
given  the  certificate  or  paper  which  had  heen  read 
was  the  whig  gentleman  spoken  of  a day  or  two 
ago. 

Several  members  answered  be  was  no  whig. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Alford's 
amendment,  and  there  were  for  it  61,  against  it  66. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Allen’s 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  on  what  authority  this  appro- 
priation was  asked  for. 

Mr.  Allen  answered,  on  the  authority  of  the  com- 
missioner of  public  buildings. 

Mr.  Keim  said  lhat  he  was  a memberof  the  com- 
mittee on  public  buildings  and  grounds,  and  no- 
thing had  passed  between  the  commissioner  and 
that  committee  on  the  subject,  and  that  Mr.  Allen 
was  not  a member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Allen  said  that  doubtless  all  was  very  true 
which  had  been  stated  by  Mr.  Keim;  he  did  not 
offer  the  amendment  as  a memberof  any  commit- 
tee; it  had  been  usual,  he  believed,  for  some  friend 
of  an  incoming  president  to  make  such  motion, 
and  he,  as  the  friend  of  gen.  Harrison,  had  offered 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Graves  inquired  of  Mr.  Keim,  of  the  com- 
mittee on  public  buildings  and  grounds,  why  it  was 
lhat  that  committee  had  not  acted  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Keim  answered  that  if  any  thing  had  been 
more  distinctly  decided  in  the  late  contest  than  any 
other,  it  was  the  extravagance  which  had  been 
practised  in  the  president’s  house;  and  it  was  for 
this  reason  that  the  committee  had  not  recommend- 
ed any  thing  for  the  president’s  household. 

Mr.  Graves  said  it  was  then  evident  that  there 
was  political  feeling  in  the  question. 

He  was  here  prevented  from  proceeding  further 
under  the  rule  which  precludes  debale. 

And  the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Allen’s  amend- 
ment, and  there  were  for  it  90,  against  it  51.  So 
the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Leonard,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
public  buildings  and  grounds,  moved  the  following: 
“For  annual  repairs  of  the  capitol,  attending  fur- 
naces, water-closets,  lamp  lighting,  oil,  laborers  on 
capitol  grounds,  tools,  keeping  iron  pipes  in  repair, 
attending  gates,  gardener’s  salary,  and  top-dressin®' 
plants,  $7,582  50.” 

Mr.  L.  explained  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Leonard  then  proposed  the  following: 

“For  annual  repairs  of  the  president’s  bouse, 
gardener’s  salary,  horse  and  cart,  laborers,  tools, 
and  amount  due  for  repairs  of  furniture,  $2,628.” 
Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  the  salary  of  the  president’s 
gardener  was  included.  Mr.  Leonard.  It  is.  Mr. 
Lincoln  explained  the  amendment. 

Alter  some  further  conversalion  between  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Stanly,  as  to  the  duties 
and  the  authority  of  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  over  the  public  grounds,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Leonard  moved  the  following  amendment: 
“For  completing  back  buildings,  grading  grounds, 
and  cutting  stone  for  the  west  portico  of  the  new 
treasury  building,  and  for  materials,  $1 1,188  44.” 
This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Leonard  also  moved  the  following: 

“For  fluting  columns  of  the  new  patent  office, 
finishing  roof  and  stone  work,  and  for  materials, 
$7,750.” 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  the  chairman  could  tell  him 
how  much  this  building  had  cost? 

Mr.  Leonard  said  be  could  not,  and  then  went  on 
to  explain  the  necessity  of  the  amendment.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Leonard  moved  the  following: 

“For  enclosing  new  jail  yard  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, $5,000.” 

Messrs.  Slanly,  Everett,  Leonard  and  Thompson, 
of  Miss,  made  some  remarks  on  the  amendment; 
after  which,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Leonard  moved  the  following: 

“For  the  new  general  post  office  building,  100,000 
dollars.” 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  inquired  how  much  this 
building  was  intended  to  cost? 

Mr.  Leonard  could  not  answer  specifically.  The 
building  was  erecting  under  contract;  but  he  was 
not  furnished  with  the  particulars. 

Mr.  Lincoln  gave  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  Mr.  Leonard  who  made  the 
estimate  for  $100,000  for  the  post  office  building? 

Mr.  Leonard  answered  that  the  estimate  was 
made  by  the  architect,  and  was  for  175,000  dollars. 
The  committee  had  thought  $100,000  would  be 
sufficient  tor  the  present  year,  and  had  cut  it  down 
to  that  sum.  The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 
Mr.  Leonard  moved  the  following: 

“For  the  court  house  in  the  city  of  Alexandria, 
$3,000.” 
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Mr.  Stanly  said,  if  he  remembered  correctly,  the 
committee  on  public  buildings  had  reported  last 
year  that  this  building  had  been  completed  within 
the  estimates.  Mi.  Lincoln  explained. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  ayes  70,  noes  55. 

Mr.  Leonard  moved  the  following: 

“For  pay  of  stone  cutters  and  other  workmen  on 
the  new  treasury  building  and  the  new  patent  of- 
fice building,  of  the  sums  allowed  them  by  the 
commission  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  under  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  20th 
July,  1840,  $12,923.” 

The  resolution  of  the  last  session  was  read. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  if  this  was  not  a proposition 
to  pay  for  work  never  done. 

Air.  Leonard  answered  that  the  resolution  which 
had  been  read  explained  itself. 

Mr.  Stanly  sent  to  the  table  to  have  read  one  of 
the  certificates  given  under  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Lincoln  explained  fully  the  nature  of  the 
claims  proposed  to  be  provided  for. 

The  amendment  wras  agreed  to;  ayes  89,  noes  42. 

Several  items  of  the  bill  were  then  read  and  pass- 
ed over. 

The  items  for  salaries  of  ministers  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  Russia,  Prussia,  Austria  and  Mexico, 
was  read;  when  Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  strike  out 
“Mexico,”  for  the  purpose  of  sending  a charge 
d’atfairs  to  that  republic,  that  being  the  grade  of 
mission  sent  to  all  the  other  South  American  govern- 
ments. Mr.  Evans  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Pickens  explained  the  present  state  of  our 
negotiations  or  relations  with  Mexico,  and  suggest- 
ed that  it  was  best  not  to  make  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mallory  thought  we  had  negotiated  with 
Mexico  long  enough  about  claims,  and  it  was  not 
worth  while  to  keep  a minister  there  any  longer. 

Air.  I Vise  thought  this  the  best  time  to  reduce 
the  mission,  as  Mexico  had  no  minister  in  this 
country.  The  amendment  was  adopted;  ayes  81, 
noes  60. 

Air.  Stanly  moved  to  amend  the  item  by  striking 
out  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Prussia  and  Aus- 
tria, so  as  to  have  all  foreign  governments  placed 
on  the  same  footing;  that  is,  to  send  charges  d’af- 
fairs  to  all  of  them.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  asked  for  a 
division. 

The  chair  stated  that  the  question  could  be  di- 
vided, and  the  question  would  be  first  put  on  strik- 
ing out  Great  Britain,  and  on  each  of  the  nations 
separately. 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  if  the  question  was  to  be  taken 
in  detail,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  then  moved  to  strike  out  Prussia. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Pickens,  Air.  Van- 
derpoel withdrew  the  motion. 

The  item  for  compensation  of  charges  d’affairs 
to  the  various  foreign  governments  being  read;  Air. 
Mallory , of  Va.  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  include 
a charge  d’affairs  to  Mexico.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Air.  Pickens  suggested  to  Mr.  M.  to  move  an  out- 
fit for  the  charge  d’affairs  to  Mexico. 

Air.  Mallory  said  he  would  leave  that  for  the  ex- 
tra session  of  congress. 

Air.  Jones  moved  an  amendment: 

“For  the  payment  of  arrearages  incurred  in  en- 
forcing the  neutrality  laws  on  the  northern  and 
northwestern  frontier,  $5,000.”  The  item  was 
agreed  to. 

The  item  for  transportation  of  the  mail,  3,280,000 
dollars,  was  read;  when  Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  in- 
crease the  sum  to  $3,520,000.  Messrs.  Jones,  Mor- 
gan and  Holmes  made  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
amendment;  after  which,  it  was  rejected. 

After  the  item  for  compensation  to  postmasters 
had  been  read,  Mr.  Underwood  moved  the  following 
proviso: 

‘'Provided  however.  That,  in  addition  to  returns 
required  to  be  made  by  postmasters,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  postmasters  at  New  York,  Boston,  Phi- 
ladelphia, Baltimore  and  New  Orleans,  and  the 
other  several  cities  of  the  union,  each  and  every 
year  hereafter,  to  render  a quarter-yearly  account 
to  the  postmaster  general,  under  oath,  in  such  form 
as  the  latter  shall  prescribe,  lor  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing full  effect  to  this  proviso,  of  all  emoluments  or 
sums  by  them  respectively  received  for  boxes  or 
pigeon  holes,  or  other  receptacles  for  letters  or  pa- 
pers, and  by  them  charged  for  to  individuals;  or  for 
the  delivery  of  letters  or  papers  at  or  from  any 
place  in  eitherof  said  cities  other  than  the  actual 
post  office  of  such  city,  and  of  all  the  emoluments, 
receipts  and  profits  that  have  come  to  their  hands 
by  reason  of  keeping  branch  post  offices,  in  either 
ol  said  cities;  and  if  from  such  accounts  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  the  nett  amount  received  by  eitherof  the 
postmasters  at  either  of  said  cities  for  such  boxes 
and  pigeon  holes  and  other  receptacles  for  letters 
and  papers,  and  for  delivering  letters  and  papers  at 
or  from  any  place  in  either  of  said  cities  otiier  than 


said  post  office,  and  by  reason  of  keeping  a branch 
post  office  in  either  of  said  cities,  shall,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, exceed  the  sum  of  $3,000  in  any  one  year, 
such  excess  shall  be  paid  to  the  postmaster  general 
for  the  use  and  purposes  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment. And  no  postmaster  shall  hereafter,  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  have,  receive,  or  retain  for 
himself,  in  the  aggregate  more  than  $5,000  per  year, 
including  salaries,  and  commissions  now  allowed 
and  limited  by  law.” 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Underwood,  after 
being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  remaining  items  in  the  bill  were  then  read; 
and  the  bill  was  gone  through  with,  when  Air. 
Thompson,  of  Miss,  proposed  the  following: 

“And  for  continuing  the  survey  of  the  coast  of 
the  Gulf  of  Alexico,  $20,000.” 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to:  ayes  73,  noes4S. 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  then  renewed  the  amendment 
which  he  moved  this  morning,  laying  restrictions 
on  the  amount  of  compensation  ol  custom  house  of- 
ficers, and  which  was  then  ruled  out  of  order.  He 
now  moved  it  as  a separate  and  distinct  section. 

The  chair  again  ruled  the  amendment  out  ol  order, 
on  the  ground  that  it  had  no  relation  to  any  clause 
or  matter  contained  within  the  bill.  The  chair 
gave  reasons  at  length  for  its  opinion.  Mr  .Johnson 
appealed. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  reasons  to  show  that  a precedent 
relied  upon  in  support  of  the  amendment  was  not  a 
case  in  point.  The  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirm- 
ed without  a division. 

Air.  Burke  then  proposed  the  following: 

“And  be  it  enacted,  Thatthe  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  pay  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, to  the  collectors,  deputy  collectors,  naval 
officers  and  their  respective  clerks,  together  with 
the  weighers,  gaugers,  measurers  and  markers  of 
the  several  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
compensation  for  the  year  1839  which  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  if  the  third  section  of 
the  act  of  July,  1838,  entitled  ‘an  act  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  the  military  academy  of  the  United 
States  lor  the  year  1833,  and  for  other  purposes,’ 
had  continued  in  force  during  said  year,  subject  to 
the  provisions  and  restrictions  therein  contained: 
Provided,  That  this  act  shall  apply  to  such  officers 
only  as  shall  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

‘ Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sec- 
retaiy  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rised to  pay  to  the  clerks  in  the  custom  house  at 
Boston,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  the  arrears  of  their  salaries  from 
1832  to  1337,  so  as  to  make  the  same  equal  to  what 
they  received  in  the  last  mentioned  year,  on  the 
same  principle  as  has  been  applied  in  the  custom 
houses  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

“Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasuiy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rised and  required  to  pay  to  the  clerks  in  the  custom 
house  at  Philadelphia,  such  sum  of  money  as,  with 
the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  3d  March, 
1839,  will  make  up  the  arrears  of  their  salaries  from 
1832  to  1837,  the  sum  to  be  so  paid  being  first  as- 
certained by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
treasury. 

“Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised 
and  required  to  pay  to  Charles  S.  Jackson,  deputy 
inspector  in  the  custom  house  at  Philadelphia,  such 
sum  of  money  as,  with  the  amount  already  paid  him 
in  the  year  1838,  will  make  his  salary  for  that  year 
$1,500.” 

Mr.  TiUinghast  inquired  if  the  amendment  was 
in  order.  The  chair  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Air.  Barnard  moved  the  following: 

“For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Hudson  river,  above  and  below  Albany, 
50,000  dollars,  to  be  applied  as  heretofore,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war.” 

The  chair  ruled  this  amendment  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  the  following: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted. , That  the  sixth  section 
of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year 
1833,  by  which  it  is  made  lawful  for  the  franking 
privilege  to  be  exercised  by  each  member  of  con- 
gress for  the  period  of  sixty  days  before  he  takes 
his  seat  in  congress  until  the  meeting  of  the  next 
congress,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to 
mean  the  annual  meeting  of  congress  on  the  1st 
Monday  of  December  in  each  year.” 

The  chair  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  committee,  then,  (at  9 o’clock  at  night), 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house,  with  the 
amendments  agreed  to. 

Air.  Wise  moved  the  previous  question.  And, 
before  it  was  seconded,  a motion  was  made  to  ad- 
journ. 


Air.  Wise  inquired  if  his  motion  for  the  previous 
question  would  be  considered  the  pending  ques- 
tion. The  chair  answered  it  would. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  24.  Air.  Andrews,  a member  of 
the  committee  of  accounts,  said  he  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  to  ask  leave  to  submit  a resolu- 
tion to  allow  per  diem  pay  to  such  members  ol  the 
house  as  were  prevented  from  reaching  the  seat  of 
government  by  the  first  day  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  by  reason  of  the  great  storm  which 
raged  for  several  days  before  and  after  that  day. 

Several  members  objected.  Mr.  Jones  then  call- 
ed for  the  special  order  on  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  go- 
vernment for  the  year  1841. 

This  bill  was  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  last  evening,  at  9 
o’clock,  w ith  a number  of  amendments.  Immedi- 
ately' upon  w hich,  the  previous  question  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Wise;  which  question  w as  pending  at  the 
adjournment. 

It  was  announced  by  the  speaker;  and  on  a count 
for  a second,  a quorum  did  not  vote;  w hen  Mr.  Van- 
derpoel moved  a call  of  the  house;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion. 

They  were  taken,  and  the  result  was:  for  the  call 
106;  against  it  42. 

A quorum  being  present,  Air.  Morgan  moved  to 
dispense  with  the  call;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  Air.  A1.  then  w ithdrew  the  motion. 

And  the  roll  was  called,  and  190  answered  to  their 
names. 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
be  dispensed  with;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  w as  ordered  to  be  put;  and  it 
was  put,  separately,  on  each  amendment,  and  the 
nine  first  amendments  were  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

On  the  10th  amendment,  which  proposes  to  ap- 
propriate $30,000  for  the  repairs  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  in  the  city'  of  Washington,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for  by  Air.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  and  were 
taken.  The  result  was  as  follows:  yeas  1 15,  nays  72. 

And  so  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the 
Potomac  bridge  was  carried. 

Several  other  amendments  were  then  successively 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

And  the  amendment  to  the  proviso  in  relation  to 
the  compensation  of  district  attorneys,  marshals  and 
clerks,  was  read. 

Air.  Granger  asked  for  a division  of  the  question 
on  the  amendment,  so  that  the  question  be  first  put 
on  that  part  which  establishes  the  fees  of  state  courts 
or  the  fees  of  the  attorneys,  clerks  and  marshals  of 
the  United  States,  and  then  on  that  part  which  fixes 
the  maximum  of  compensation  for  attorneys  and 
marshals  at  $6,000,  arid  for  clerks  at  $4,500  per 
annum. 

The  speaker  decided  that,  as  the  amendment  was 
to  strike  out  a proviso  in  the  bill,  and  to  insert  ano- 
ther in  its  place,  the  question,  under  the  rule  which 
prohibits  the  division  of  a question  to  strike  out  and 
insert,  could  not  be  divided. 

Mr.  Bell  stated  the  proceedings  in  committee, 
and  said  the  latter  part  of  the  amendment  w as  made 
in  committee  as  a separate  motion,  and  was  a se- 
parate and  distinct  amendment,  and  ought  to  have 
been  so  reported  by  the  clerk;  and  the  question  to 
concur  ought  now  to  be  put  as  on  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate amendments. 

A short  debate  arose  on  the  question  of  order,  in 
which  Alessrs.  Bell  and  Dromgoole  advocated  the 
right  to  divide,  and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Bunks  oppos- 
ed the  division. 

The  chair,  from  the  explanations  given,  now  de- 
cided that  there  were  two  separate  and  distinct 
amendments,  and  that  the  question  must  be  putsepa- 
ratcly  upon  them. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a 
single  amendment,  and  could  not  be  divided. 

The  clerk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Explanations  were  made  upon  the  subject  by 
Alessrs.  Evans,  Warren,  Bell,  Briggs  and  Wise. 

And  the  question  was  put  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
appeal,  and  there  were  yeas  98,  nays  89.  And  so 
the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained,  and  it  was 
decided  that  there  were  two  amendments. 

The  question  then  recurred,  and  was  put,  on  so 
much  of  the  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  original  proviso  contained  within  the  bill,  ami 
which  is  as  follows: 

“ Provided , however.  That  the  district  attorneys 
of  the  United  Stales  in  and  for  the  several  districts, 
the  clerks  and  marshals  respectively  of  the  same, 
shall  render  an  account  quarter  yearly,  each  and 
every  y’ear  hereafter,  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, of  all  fees,  emoluments  and  receipts  of  every 
name  and  nature  whatever  by  them  respectively 
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received  by  virtue  of  their  said  offices;  which  ac- 
count shall  be  rendered  upon  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  supported  by  such 
proofs  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  his  judg- 
ment may  prescribe  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  provisoes  hereinafter  named:  that  is  to  say,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  the  salaries,  fees  and  emoluments, 
receipts  and  earnings  of  any  of  the  said  attorneys 
shall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars,  then  such  at- 

torneys shall  pay  such  excess  into  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  for  general  purposes  of  the  go- 
vernment. And  if  the  salaries,  fees,  emoluments 
or  earnings  of  any  of  the  said  clerks  shall  exceed 

dollars,  then  the  excess  shall  in  like  manner 

be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  purposes  aforesaid 
And  if  the  salaries,  earnings,  fees  and  emoluments 
of  any  of  the  said  marshals  shall  exceed  the  sum 

of  dollars,  then  such  excess  shall  also  be  paid 

into  the  treasury  for  the  purposes  atoresaid.” 

And  inserting  that  part  adopted  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  which  is  as  follows: 

“That  hereafter,  in  lieu  of  all  fees,  emoluments 
and  receipts  now  allowed,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  United  States  clerks,  attorneys,  counsel 
and  marshals,  in  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of 
the  U ni ted  States  in  the  several  states  to  demand 
and  receive  the  same  fees  that  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  said  states  re- 
spectively where  said  courts  are  held,  to  the  clerks, 
attorneys  and  counsel  and  sheriffs,  in  the  highest 
courts  of  said  slates  in  which  like  services  are  ren- 
dered; and  no  other  fees  or  emoluments,  except 
that  the  marshals  shall  receive,  in  full  for  summon- 
ing ail  the  jurors  for  any  one  court,  thiily  dollars; 
and  shall  receive,  for  every  day’s  actual  attendance 
at  any  court,  five  dollars  per  day;  and  for  any  ser- 
vices, including  the  compensation  for  mileage,  per- 
formed by  said  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duty,  for  which  no  compensation  is  provided 
by  the  laws  of  said  states,  respectively,  the  said 
officers  may  receive  such  fees  as  are  now  allowed 
by  law  according  to  the  existing  usage  and  practice 
of  said  courts  of  the  United  States;  and  every  dis- 
trict attorney,  except  the  district  attorney  of  I he 
southern  district  of  New  York,  shall  receive,  in  ad 
dition  to  the  above  fees,  a salary  of  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum.” 

The  result  was  as  follows:  For  the  amendment 
176,  against  it  16. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  that  part  of  the 
proposition  moved  by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson , which  is 
as  follows: 

“ Provided , that  the  fees  and  emoluments  retained 
by  the  district  attorneys,  marshals  and  clerks  shall, 

■ in  no  case,  exceed,  for  the  district  attorney  and 
marshal,  or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  $6, 000;  and 
those  for  each  of  the  clerks  shall  not  exceed,  in  any 
case,  $.4, 500;  the  surplus  of  lees  and  emoluments  to 
be  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  con 
gress.” 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows:  yeas 
136,  nays  53.  . 

Several  other  amendments  were  then  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  following  amendment  was  then  read: 

“For  arrearages  for  completing  the  custom  house 
in  New  York,  $34,321  21.” 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  For  the  amendment  91, 
against  it  85.  And  so  the  appropriation  was 
granted. 

The  following  item  of  amendment  was  then  read: 

“For  furniture  for  the  custom  house  at  New 
York,  $8,000.” 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  For  the  amendment  75, 
against  it  100.  And  so  the  appropriation  was  re- 
fused. 

The  item  to  appropriate  $700  for  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  collector  of  New  York  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  act  for  the  remission  of  duties  on 
goods  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  December, 
1835,  was  read  and  agreed  to:  76  to  54. 

Sundry  other  amendments  as  read  were  then 
agreed  to.  And  the  following  item  then  came  up: 

“For  furniture  for  the  president’s  house,  of  Arne 
ricati  manufacture,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable  and 
expedient,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  president,  in  addition  to  the  avails  of  the  sales 
of  decayed  furniture,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dol 
lars.” 

Mr.  Slanly  asked  leave  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  item. 

Mr.  Chapman  objected. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  item  reported  from  the  committee  ol  the  whole, 
and  there  appeared  yeas  90,  nays  86.  And  so  the 
appropriation  for  furniture  for  the  president’s  house 
was  made. 


Just  before  the  speaker  announced  the  vote  on 
this  question,  and  alter  the  roll  had  been  called, 

Mr.  Slanly  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I wish  to  vote.  I 
did  not  vote  when  my  name  was  called,  because  I 
was  waiting  for  those  who  were  in  their  seats,  but 
did  not  vote.  I see  I shall  wait  in  vain.  I vote  aye. 

The  item  for  repairs  for  the  president’s  house,  at- 
tending and  keeping  the  grounds  in  order,  pay  of 
gardener,  and  repairs  of  furniture,  $2,628,  was  read, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  it;  but 
before  they  were  taken,  the  hour  for  recess  (2^ 
o’clock)  arrived,  and  the  speaker  left  the  chair,  and 
a recess  was  taken  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  speaker  took  the  chair, 
and  at  5 minutes  past  4 a quorum  not  being  in  at- 
tendance, Mr.  Andrews  moved  an  adjournment,  and 
the  question  was  put  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  there 
appeared  for  the  adjournment  4,  against  it  108. 

The  house  refused  to  adjourn,  but  a quorum  did 
not  vote. 

The  speaker  counted  the  house,  and  reported  that 
156  members  were  nowin  attendance. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
under  consideration  when  the  house  took  recess  for 
dinner,  and  which  is  stated  above,  and  there  ap- 
peared for  the  amendment  112,  against  it  49. 

Further  amendments  were  then  read  and  concur- 
red in— and  the  item  of  $3,000  for  the  new  court 
house  in  Alexandria  was  read,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  upon  it.  The  result  was  for  the 
amendment  105,  against  it  70.  And  so  the  three 
thousand  dollars  were  granted. 

The  following  item  was  next  in  order,  viz: 

“For  pay  ol  stone  cutters  and  other  workmen  on 
the  new  treasury  building  and  the  new  patent  office 
building,  of  the  sums  allowed  them  by  the  commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States 
under  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  20th  July 
1840,  $12,923.” 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment, and,  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Next  came  the  amendment  reducing  the  mission 
to  Mexico  from  a full  mission  to  a charge  des  af- 
faires. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  the 
yeas  and  nays  were,  yeas  86,  nays  101.  So  the 
amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  mission  to  Mexi- 
co remains  a lull  mission. 

[Before  the  roll  was  called  upon  the  motion  for 
striking  out  the  appropriation  for  a minister  to 
Mexico,  the  previous  question  pending,  Mr.  Stanly 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  said  he  would 
assign  his  reasons.  A question  of  order  was  raised, 
but  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  assign  his  reasons,  as  he 
had  a right  to  do.  He  then  said,  I ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting  because  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs  (Mr.  Pickens)  told  us 
last  night  that  there  was  no  reason  that  he  was 
aware  of  why  the  mission  should  be  reduced.  He 
was  opposed  to  it,  and  Mr.  S.  said  the  opinions  of 
that  gentleman  on  this  subject  ought  to  be  respect- 
ed in  this  house.  The  chairman  also  told  us,  sir, 
that  the  executive  did  not  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  mission  at  this  time — that  our  rela 
tions  with  Mexico  were  such  as  to  require  a full 
mission  at  present.  For  these  reasons  I have  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting:  but  not  wishing  to  trou 
ble  the  house,  I withdraw  the  motion,  and  will  vote 
no.] 

Other  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  then  reported  by  the  clerk  and  concurred  in. 

And  the  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Underwood,  (as  above),  relating  to  compensa- 
tion of  postmasters,  was  then  read. 

The  question  to  agree  to  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nnys  as  follows:  For  the  amendment  152, 
against  it  12.  And  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  item  appropriating  $20,000  for  continuing 
the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was 
read,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follow's:  For 
the  appropriation  97,  against  it  87.  The  amend 
ments  being  now  gone  through  with— the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time;  and 
being  engrossed,  it  was  read  a third  time  forthwith 
by  the  title. 

And  on  the  question  shall  it  pass?  it  passed  in 
the  affimative.  And  so  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence.  An  adjourn- 
ment was  then  moved,  (6£  o’clock). 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  house 
adjourned  accordingly. 

Thursday,  Feb.  25.  As  soon  as  the  reading  or  the 
journal  had  been  concluded,  Mr.  Chapman  moved 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  house  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  and  take  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  estab- 
lish an  additional  land  office  in  Alabama. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between  the 
speaker  and  Mr.  Briggs  and  several  members,  about 
an  amendment  to  that  part  ofthe  journal  which  sets 
forth  the  proceedings  on  that  part  of  the  appropri- 


ation bill  w hich  relates  to  the  compensa’ion  of  dis- 
trict attorneys,  marshals  and  cleiks.  No  question 
was  put  on  the  subject.  Whilst  this  conversation 
was  going  on — Mr.  Crabb  asked  his  colleague  to 
include  in  his  motion  the  bill  from  the  senate  to 
annex  the  Cherokee  territory  in  Alabama  to  the 
Coosa  land  district,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  of  said  district.  Mr.  Clui/nnan  assented. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  bill  named  by  Mr. 
Crabb  had  not  been  read  or  committed. 

Mr.  Chapman  then  varied  his  motion  so  as  to  in- 
clude the  reading  the  first  and  second  time  and  com- 
mitment ofthe  bill. 

And  the  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Chapman  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  there  appeared  yeas  64,  nays  89. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rules  in  relation  to  the  routine  of  business,  and 
that  the  house  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  Lincoln  asked  Mr.  J.  to  waive  his  motion  for 
a few  minutes  that  the  house  might  take  up  and 
pass  the  bill  reported  a few  days  ago,  to  declare 
valid  certain  patents  or  deeds  heretofore  issued  for 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Crabb  asked  Mr.  J.  to  waive  his  molion  so 
as  to  afford  the  speaker  an  opportunity  to  clear  his 
table  of  the  great  amount  of  business  u nich  has  ac- 
cumulated upon  it. 

Mr.  Jones  pressed  his  motion,  and  the  question 
upon  it  was  put,  and  carried  without  a count. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  ofthe  union,  and  pioceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1841.  Mr. 
McKay,  of  North  Carolina,  was  called  to  the  chair 
of  the  committee. 

The  bill  was  read  throughout  by  the  clerk,  and 
the  committee  then  proceeded  to  take  it  up  item  by 
item. 

The  item  “for  increase,  repair,  armament  and 
equipment  of  the  navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels 
in  commission,  $1,425,000,”  was  read. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  moved  to  increase  the  sum  to 
$2,000,000,  and  gave,  at  some  length,  the  reasons 
for  the  increase  he  proposed. 

Tile  debate  on  this  amendment  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  Jones,  of  Va.  Evans,  IV.  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  and  Proffvt.  When  the  latter  concluded, 
the  house  took  its  accustomed  recess  until  4 o’clock, 
P.  M. 

Evening  session.  On  the  reassembling  of  the  house 
the  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ind. 
Mason,  of  Ohio,  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  ff  ise,  Mallory, 
Hoffman,  Cushing,  Vandei  poel,  and  Smith,  of  Me. 
until  8 o’clock. 

Mr.  \ Vise  moved  that  the  journal  of  the  24th  inst. 
be  amended  in  that  pari  of  it  which  sets  out  the 
proceedings  on  the  division  of  questions  on  concur- 
ring with  the  committee  of  the  w hole  on  the  state 
of  tlie  union,  on  the  amendments  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  relating  to  the  fees  and  compensa- 
tion of  district  attorneys,  marshals  and  clerks.  Be- 
fore the  question  was  taken,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  26.  On  the  assembling  ot  the  house, 
the  question  occurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  H'fse 
to  amend  the  journal,  made  yesterday,  just  belore 
adjournment. 

Upon  this  motion  a debate  of  an  hours’  continu- 
ance arose,  mainly  on  the  facts  ofthe  case,  in  whirl: 
Messrs,  f Vise,  Bell  and  Domgoole  participated. 

The  speaker,  during  the  discussion,  several  times 
gave  a statement  of  the  facts  as  they'  occurred,  and 
his  views  of  the  proper  mode  of  showing  them  on 
the  journal. 

Mr  Morgan  moved  that  the  proposition  to  amend 
lie  on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  To  lie  on  the  table  67, 
against  it  97.  The  previous  question  was  then 
moved,  ordered,  put  and  carried.  And  the  question 
was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  IVise  to  amend  the 
journal,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative;  ayes  97,  noes 
57. 

Mr.  Andrews,  from  the  committee  of  accounts* 
by  direction  of  the  committee,  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  accounts  be  in- 
structed to  allow  the  pay  of  all  such  members  of  this 
house  as  may  have  been  unavoidably  detained  on  their 
wav  to  the  sent,  of  government  at  the  commencement 
of  this  session,  by  the  storm  which  occurred  about  that 
time,  they  having  left  their  respective  places  of  abodo 
a sufficient  time  to  have  reached  (lie  capiiol  in  time  to 
have  taken  their  seats  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Objection  was  made  by  several  members. 

Mr.  Andt ews  thi  n moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 
They  were  suspended  by  a vote  of  two-thirds.  The 
resolution  then  came  fully  beiore  the  house.  It 
w^as  again  read;  when  Mr.  Andrews  moved  the  pre- 
vious question.  Which  was  ordered  put  and  car- 
ried. 
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Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  And, 
at  his  request,  the  rule  was  read  which  says  that 
“no  member  shall  vole  on  any  question  in  the  event 
ot  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  inte- 
rested.” 

Mr.  Crabb  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting; 
yeas  51,  nays  94.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  there  appeared, 
yeas  100,  nays  48. 

Mr.  Banks  rose,  and  with  much  feeling  announc- 
ed to  the  house  that  Philip  P.  Barbour,  a justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  died  sud- 
denly at  his  lodgings  at  the  seat  of  government,  on 
the  night  of  the  24th  instant.  After  detailing  the 
public  and  political  history  of  the  deceased,  and 
speaking  of  his  many  social  and  private  virtues, 
and  of  the  loss  his  country,  his  family  and  his 
friends  hail  sustained,  Mr.  Banks  submitted  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  have  learned  with  deep 
sensibility  the  decease  of  the  lion.  Philip  P.  Barbour, 
for  many  years  a member  and  late  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  and,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  an  associate  justice  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  which  melancholy 
event  took  place  suddenly  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
Oil  die  24th  of  February  instant;  and  that  as  a mark  of 
the  respect  entertained  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
this  house  will  adjourn  at  two  o’clock,  this  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  tile  funeral  of  the  deceased, 
and  will,  at  4 o’clock  of  the  same  day,  reassemble  in 
the  hall  of  the  house  for  tire  despatch  of  tile  public  bu- 
siness. 

Mr.  Wise  concurred  in  every  thing  that  was  said 
by  Mr.  Banks  of  the  talents,  the  virtues  and  the 
worth,  public  and  private,  of  judge  Barbour,  and 
his  feelings  were  deeply  affected  at  I he  loss  his 
lriends  and  bis  country  had  sustained — but  a mighti- 
er Ulan  he  had  fallen,  and  no  such  notice  of  his 
death  was  taken.  He  alluded  to  the  illustrious  John 
Marshall,  chief  justice  of  the  same  court.  He  could 
not  vote  for  honors  to  the  memory  of  judge  Bar- 
bour which  hail  not  been  bestowed  on  the  memory 
of  chief  justice  Marshall.  He  asked  his  colleague 
to  withdraw  the  resolution,  and  content  himself  with 
the  annunciation  of  the  decease  of  the  judge. 

Mr.  Banks  spoke  a few  words  in  reply,  which 
were  not  heard  at  our  desk. 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  Mr.  Banks  to  modify  his  resolu- 
tion so  that  the  house  adjourn  immediately,  instead 
of  2 o’clock.  Mr.  S.  implored  that  there  be  no  de- 
bate on  this  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lincoln  asked  the  house  to  devote  a few 
minutes  to  the  bill  to  make  valid  defective  land  pa- 
tents. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  bill  was  taken 
up.  Mr.  Lincoln  called  the  previous  question.  The 
bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Crabb  desired  to  propose  an  amendment,  and 
asked  Mr.  Lincoln  to  withdraw  the  previous  ques- 
tion to  enable  him  to  do  so,  promising  to  renew  it 
after  the  question  on  his  amendment  should  be  de- 
cided. 

Mr.  Lincoln  could  not  accommodate  his  friend. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading — was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  house  again 
go  into  committee  of  the  w hole  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  navy  for  the  year  1841. 

Mr.  Fillmore  begged  that  the  hour  which  remain- 
ed before  the  recess  be  devoted  to  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  taking  testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Russell  begged  that  the  hour  be  devoted  to 
private  bills.  The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Jones’ 
motion,  and  it  prevailed — 75  to  49. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill.  1V1  r.  McKay,  ot  North 
Carolina,  was  again  called  to  preside  over  the  deli 
berations  of  the  committee. 

The  debate  was  continued  on  the  subject  of  the 
navy  generally  by  Mr.  Marvin  and  Mr.  Sallonslall 
until  two  o’clock,  when  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  house  adjourned  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  ho- 
norable judge  Bai  hour,  deceased,  late  of  the  supreme 
court. 

Evening  session.  At  four  o’clock  the  house  reas- 
sembled its  session  in  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 
Speeches  were  made  by  Messrs.  IVeller,  Floyd, 
Leadbetter,  Dawson,  Hawes  and  Wick — -the  latter 
gentleman  spoke  at  large  upon  various  subjects 
connected  with  the  navy,  anti  when  be  concluded 
the  cnr.mittee  rose,  and  {lien  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb  27.  Mr.  Jones  said  this  was  the 
last  day,  according  to  the  rules,  that  (he  house 
could  send  to  the  senate  any  bili  ol  its  own  which 
had  not  previously  passed  and  been  to  the  senate 


and  returned  with  amendments.  He  therefore, 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  proscribing  the  routine 
and  priority  of  business,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
several  appropriation  bills  now  pending  before  the 
house. 

The  speaker  suggested  that  the  better  way  would 
be  to  confine  the  motion  to  the  bill  for  the  navy. 

Mr.  Jones  assented,  and  modified  his  motion  ac- 
cordingly, which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Evans  renewed  the  amendment  moved  in 
committee  of  the  whole  by  Mr.  Sallonslall,  to 
amend  the  item  appropriating  $1,425,000  for  in- 
crease, repair,  armament  and  equipment  of  the  navy, 
and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,  by  striking  out 
$1,425,000,  and  inserting  $2,000,000. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as  follows:  for  the 
amendment  94;  against  it  80. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  and  tile  appropria- 
tion was  fixed  at  $2,000,000. 

The  hill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  bill  contains  appropriations  amounting  to 
$5,626,738. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  a further  suspension  of  the  rules 
as  to  the  order  of  business,  and  that  the  house  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  army. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
that  bill.  Mr.  Cushing  was  called  to  preside  over 
the  committee. 

The  bill  was  read  throughout  for  information.  It 
was  taken  up  item  by  item. 

When  the  clerk  came  to  the  item — 

“For  continuing  the  military  road  on  the  western 
frontier,  $5,000,”  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  moved  to 
insert  the  following  item: 

“For  the  continuance  of  the  Cumberland  road 
through  the  slates  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Illinois,  to 
be  equally  disbursed  among  said  states,  and  to  be 
subjected  to  all  ttie  restrictions  and  limitations  of 
former  appropriations,  $300,000.” 

Mr.  Jones  objected  to  the  amendment  as  out  ol 
order. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  if  Mr.  Jones  would  waive  the 
question  of  order,  and  let  the  question  be  taken  on 
his  motion,  he  would  not  say  any  thing  upon  the 
subject;  but  if  the  objection  on  the  score  of  order 
was  pressed,  he  should  be  compelled  to  enter  upon 
its  support. 

Mr.  Proffil  took  the  same  ground,  and  urged  ear- 
nestly the  necessity  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Jones  insisted  on  the  question  of  order,  and 
said  that  separate  bills  had  heretofore  been  passed 
for  this  road. 

Mr.  Casey  thought  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  was  mistaken  as  to  a fact;  that 
the  Cumberland  road  had  often  been  provided  for 
in  this  way — that  is,  by  way  of  amendment  to  other 
bills. 

The  chair  decided  that  as  the  Cumberland  road 
had  been  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  war  department,  in  the  various  discussions 
upon  it,  its  advantages  as  a military  road  had  been 
always  urged  as  a reason  for  its  construction,  ex- 
tension and  repair;  and  as  appropriations  for  it  had 
heretofore  been  incorporated  in  other  bills,  he  de- 
cided the  amendment  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Montgomery  appealed  from  this  decision  ot 
the  chair. 

And  the  question  on  the  appeal  was  put,  the 
house  was  counted  by  tellers,  and  the  decision  of 
the  chair  was  sustained:  ayes  85,  noes  51. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Davis  by  tellers,  and  there  appeared  for  the 
appropriation  78,  against  it  85.  And  so  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  to  insert  the  following  item: 

“For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Hudson  river,  above  and  below  Albany, 
the  sum  of  $100,000,  to  be  expended  as  heretofore, 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war.” 

Mr.  Clifford  objected  to  it  as  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Hunt  advocated  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  the  Hudson  river  was  a great  military 
thoroughfare,  and  stated  that  if  this  river  had  been 
improved  betore  the  last  war  more  money  would 
have  been  saved  than  would  remove  all  the  ob- 
structions which  exist  in  it  to  navigation. 

The  chair,  under  the  60th  rule,  which  provides 
that  “no  motion  or  proposition  on  a subject  diffe- 
rent from  that  under  consideration  shall  be  admitted 
under  color  of  amendment,”  decided  that  the 
amendment  was  not  in  order,  as  there  was  nothing 
in  the  bill  of  an  analogous  character. 

Mr.  Hunt  appealed,  and  supported  the  propriety 
of  his  proposition  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 


principally  on  the  ground  that  the  Hudson  river 
wras  a great  national  thoroughfare,  and,  as  such, 
indispensably  necessary  in  the  transportation  of 
troops  and  every  thing  else  connected  with  the  de- 
fences of  the  country.  He  adverted  to  appropria- 
tions already  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  na- 
vigation of  thi3  river,  amounting  to  . He 

also  insisted  that  his  amendment  came  within  the 
principle  set  by  the  chair  in  the  case  of  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  for  the 
Cumberland  road. 

The  question  wras  then  put,  and  the  decisioa  of 
the  chair  was  sustained  without  a count. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting,  after  the  appropriation  for  “arse- 
nals,” these  words: 

“And  for  removing  the  obstructions  in  Red  river, 
under  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
order  to  open  the  communication  with  and  furnish 
supplies  to  Fort  Towson.” 

And  to  increase  the  appropriation  by  adding 
$40,000  thereto  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Galbraith  objected  to  the  amendment  as  out 
of  order. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  showing  the  necessity  of  the  im- 
provement of  Red  river  as  a means  of  supply- 
ing the  military  posts  on  the  western  frontier  with 
provisions  and  other  supplies,  was  read. 

After  the  reading  of  this  document,  Mr.  Gal- 
braith withdrew  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Hopkins  renewed  it. 

Mr.  Pope,  in  a few  words,  clearly  and  forcibly 
illustrated  the  necessity  of  the  appropriation,  both 
in  a military  and  commercial  point  of  view.  He 
was  well  acquainted  tv ith  the  river  and  the  country, 
(having  been  governor  of  Arkansas  manyyeais 
while  it  w'as  under  a territorial  government). 

Mr.  Hunt  also  objected  to  the  amendment  as  out 
of  order,  on  the  ground  on  which  the  amendment 
proposed  by  him  for  the  Hudson  river  was  ruled 
out  of  order. 

The  chair  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Moore  appealed,  and  addressed  the  house  on 
the  appeal,  in  whicli  he  forcibly  exhibited  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  appropriation;  but  of  its  appropriate- 
ness in  this  place,  he  took  the  ground,  particularly, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  contingencies  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  purposes  and  business  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cross  considered  the  amendment  intimately 
connected  with  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  en- 
tirely w'ithin  the  rule,  and,  consequently,  in  order. 
He  also  showed  the  indispensable  necessity  for  the 
improvement  of  this  river,  in  constquenee  of  the 
great  number  ol  Indians  placed  on  its  upper  wa- 
ters by  the  government,  and  the  consequent  con- 
stant danger  arising  therefrom  to  the  western  fron- 
tier. 

Mr.  Underwood  begged  gentlemen  to  abstain,  at 
this  late  period  ot  the  session,  from  unnecessary  or 
protracted  debate. 

The  chair  here  recapitulated  his  reasons  why  the 
amendment  was  not  in  order,  and  put  the  question 
on  the  appeal;  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
sustained,  and  the  amendment  was  consequently 
voted  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Grinnell  moved  to  insert  the  following  item, 
to  come  in  alter  the  item  lor  armament  for  fortifi- 
cations: 

“For  the  purchase  or  manufacture  of  repeating 
fire-arms,  under  the  direction  ol  the  secretary  ot 
war,  $7-500.” 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  suggested  the  propriety 
of  changing  the  wording  of  the  item  by  using  tile 
words  “Colt’s  repeating  fire-arms.” 

Mr.  Grinnell  accepted  the  suggestion,  and  modi- 
fied his  amendment  accordingly. 

Mr.  Thompson  further  suggested  that  the  appro- 
priation be  increased  to  $20,000. 

Mr.  Grinnell  did  not  accept  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  Thompson  then  moved  it  as  an  amendment, 
and  supported  his  motion  by  referring  to  a senate 
document,  which  showed  that  the  arms  of  Colt  had 
been  fully  tried  and  compared  with  Hall’s;  five  men 
in  five  minutes  had  fired  380  times,  with  more  ac- 
curacy than  with  Hall’s,  and  without  the  slightest 
accident.  Mr.  T.  added  the  testimony  of  col.  Har- 
ney warmly  in  its  favor,  after  personal  experiment. 
He  explained  the  general  construction  of  these 
arms,  and  dwelt  on  the  expediency  of  introducing 
them  into  the  service  of  the  army.  He  moved 
$10,000  of  the  proposed  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  bomb  cannon  invented  by  Cochran, 
and  stated  the  report  of  a naval  officer  in  its  favor, 
after  full  trial  of  it.  The  moment  the  invention  was 
presented  to  t lie  British  admiralty  boaid,  they  had 
seized  upon  it,  and  Mr.  Cochran  was  now  under 
contract  to  a large  amount  for  the  supply  of  this 
species  of  cannon. 
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Mr.  Dromgooie  objected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that,  as  the  bill  had  been  gone  through  wilh, 
H was  not  in  order  to  go  back  to  make  amendments- 
lhat  the  bill  must  be  amended  as  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded. The  chair  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  referred  to  the  competition 
between  different  inventors  of  repeating  fire-arms; 
he  wished  the  door  to  be  open  to  them  ail.  The 
gentleman  from  S.  C.  was  once  strongly  opposed 
to  all  repealing  fire-arms;  he  had  suddenly  changed 
his  opinion,  but  Mr.  S.  now  agreed  with  him,  save 
in  being  willing  to  give  the  patronage  of  go- 
vernment exclusively  to  one  individual.  Another 
invention  by  Nutting  had  been  urged  in  another  part 
of  the  capitol  as  superior  to  Colt’s  rifle,  and  a re- 
port in  its  favor  had  been  made  by  the  same  board 
of  officers  who  had  testified  in  favor  of  Colt’s. — 
The  revolving  apparatus  of  Colt’s  arms  easily  got 
out  of  order,  and  the  army  in  Floiida  had  lost  an  op- 
portunity of  shooting  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
chiefs  of  the  Seminole  Indians  owing  to  this  very  cir- 
cumstance. Mr,  S.  remonstrated  warmly  against 
any  action  of  congress  in  favor  of  one  inventor  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  others.  Let  all  be  tried  and  the 
proper  authority  decide.  He  was  willing  to  be  li- 
beral, but  was  against  all  exclusive  patronage.  He 
yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Thompson  who  modified  his 
amendment  so  as  to  omit  the  word  “Colt’s.”  He 
then  read  several  documents  in  favor  of  Colt’s  re- 
peating pistols  and  muskets,  and  further  urged  the 
importance  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  resumed. 

Mr.  Alford  called  him  to  order  on  the  ground  that 
Mr.  Smith  had  spoken  once  already.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  not  fire  at  the  house  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  Colt’s  repeating  arms.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  still  retained  the  floor.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  had  not  kept  his  eye  steady 
on  his  musket,  or  he  w'ould  have  taken  better  aim. 

Mr.  Alford  said  he  could  shut  both  eyes  and  hit 
the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  could  not  say  the  same,  for  he 
might  as  well  fire  at  nothing  as  at  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  [A  laughter.] 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  read  a report  in  favor  of 
Nutiing’s  rifle;  disclaiming,  however,  all  invidious 
distinctions;  all  he  asked  was  that  the  door  be  kept 
open  alike  to  all. 

Mr.  Wise  remonstrated  on  the  consumption  of 
time,  and  said  he  would  not  give  a farthing  for  the 
whole  of  both  inventions. 

Mr.  Dromgooie  spoke  to  order. 

Mr.  Monroe  congratulated  Mr.  Wise  on  his  zeal 
against  the  waste  of  time,  and  hoped  his  example 
would  enforce  his  doctrine. 

Mr.  Kemble  made  some  remarks,  scarce  heard, 
but  understood  to  be  in  favor  of  Colt’s  rifle. 

Mr.  Banks  replied  to  Mr.  Dromgooie. 

Mr.  Coles  opposed  the  amendment,  and  referred 
to  a report  of  the  secretary  of  war  against  repeating 
arms,  or  other  new  inventions,  until  thoroughly 
tried. 

The  question  being  now  taken,  Mr.  Thompson’s 
amendment  was  rejected,  as  was  also  the  original 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Grinnell. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
further  section,  as  follows: 

“For  preventing  and  suppressing  hostilities  in 
Florida,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  congress 
of  the  19th  March  and  2d  July,  1836,  and  the  acts 
therein  referred  to,  viz: 

“For  forage,  for  freight  or  transportation  of  mili- 
tary supplies  of  every  description  from  the  places  of 
purchase  to  Florida;  for  the  purchase  of  wagons  and 
harness,  of  boats  and  lighteis,  and  other  vessels,  of 
horses,  mules  and  oxen,  to  keep  up  the  trains,  of 
tools,  leather  and  other  materials  for  repairs;  for 
transportation  within  Florida,  including  the  hire  of 
steamboats  and  other  vessels  for  service  in  the  ri- 
vers and  on  the  coasts,  and  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  several  steamboats  and  transport  schooners 
connected  with  the  operations  of  the  army;  for  hire 
of  mechanics,  laborers,  mule  drivers,  teamsters  and 
other  assistants,  including  their  subsistence;  for 
miscellaneous  and  contingent  charges,  and  for  ar- 
rearages in  1840,  $1,061,816.” 

Mr.  J.  supported  the  amendment  as  being  autho- 
rised by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  The 
reasons  on  which  it  rested  were  that,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  year,  there  were  arrears,  to  the 
amount  of  $661,816  due  on  the  expenditures  ol  the 
Floiida  war.  The  remaining  $400,000  were  to  meet 
charges  which  might  have  accrued  since  the  1st  of 
January  last.  The  committee  had  before  it  esti- 
mates to  a much  larger  amount.  Mr.  J.  here  read 
an  estimate  from  the  war  department  for  the  raising 
of  a corps  in  Florida  of  750  mounted  men  and  250 
foot;  but  the  committee  doubted  the  authority  of 
existing  laws  for  the  raising  of  these  troops.  These 


could  not  come  under  the  act  ofl795  for  calling  out 
the  militia,  but  would  be  an  addition  to  the  standing 
army  of  the  United  States.  The  committee  had 
therefore  rejected  the  estimates  for  these  troops. — 
The  $400,000  in  the  amendment  would  pay  and 
maintain  1,000  men  as  long  as  they  would  probably 
be  needed  in  the  Florida  service.  Mr.  J.  said  he 
had  the  highest  respect  for  estimates  from  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  but  the  committee  were  con- 
strained to  decline  reporting  these,  But  a few  days 
since,  congress  had  appropriated  $100,000  for  such 
of  the  Seminoles  as  were  willing  to  emigrate.  We 
had  already  4,500  of  the  regular  troops  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  now  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  to  strike  out  the  sum  mention- 
ed by  the  chairman,  and  insert  the  sum  asked  by  the 
department.  The  $100,000  could  not  be  applied  to 
the  war  in  Florida,  but  was  for  the  removal  of  war- 
riors who  came  in.  Early  in  this  session  the  secre- 
tary had  asked  for  $2,300,000,  but,  as  the  prospects 
of  peace  were  more  favorable,  the  secretary  had  re- 
duced his  estimates  to  $1,666,000.  Over  $600,000 
of  this  was  due  for  arrears;  this  the  chairman  was 
willing  to  allow,  but  instead  of  $1,005,000  lor  which 
the  secretary  asked,  the  committee  gave  only 
$400,000,  on  an  examination  of  the  military  laws. 
Mr.  E.  found  himself  in  a strange  position,  viz:  that 
ol  defending  the  administration  and  the  president  of 
the  United  States  against  the  charge  of  his  friends. 
Mr.  E.  here  insisted  that  the  calling  out  of  a corps 
of  mounted  men,  as  proposed  by  the  secretary,  was 
not  in  violation  of  law.  The  secretary  did  not  pro- 
pose to  call  out  such  a force;  he  had  them  already. 
They  were  in  part  the  “sedentary  militia,”  called 
out  for  3 months,  and  then  for  3 months  more,  and 
then  for  3 months  again.  The  pay  of  this  whole 
force  was  now  due  and  was  payable  since  Novem- 
ber last.  The  force  was  nowin  service  and  must 
be  paid.  Mr.  E.  would  not  say  there  had  not  been 
any  violation  of  law;  the  president  and  secretary 
thought  there  had  not;  the  troops  had  been  raised, 
and  if  not  paid  now  they  must  be  hereafter.  If  the 
chairman  thought  it  a violation  of  law,  how  would  he 
report  an  appropriation  to  pay  for  it?  These  ar- 
rears, if  not  paid  now,  would  fall  on  the  coming  ad- 
ministration. Citizens  of  Alabama,  Georgia  and 
Florida  had  been  invited  to  enter  this  corps  and  had 
done  so,  and  had  served.  Were  they  not  to  be  paid? 
Mr.  E.  held  Mr.  J.  to  his  own  doctrine,  urged  yes- 
terday; these  estimates  were  from  those  charged 
with  these  duties,  and  if  we  could  not  trust  their 
estimates,  what  could  we  trust? 

The  secretary  had  screwed  down  the  estimates  to 
the  very  lowest  point;  the  question  of  their  applica- 
tion was  a different  matter;  it  belonged  to  congress 
to  appropriate;  if  the  money  was  wrongfully  em- 
ployed, let  those  who  did  it,  be  answerable  for 
it.  Mr.  E.  urged  the  wants  of  the  quartermaster’s 
department  in  Florida,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
army  for  want  of  adequate  appropriations,  and 
hoped  congress  would  not  risk  the  prolongation  of 
the  war  tor  want  of  the  supplies  asked  by  the  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Jones  replied,  repelling  the  intimation  that 
he  had  charged  the  president  and  secretary  with  a 
violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws.  The  com- 
mittee were  not  military  men;  they  entertained 
great  doubt  of  their  authority  in  an  appropriation 
bill  to  authorise  a provision  for  the  raising  of  a body 
of  mounted  men.  Congress  had  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  a law  before  this  could  be  done. 
Mr.  J.  insisted  that  the  force  now  in  the  held  was 
amply  sufficient,  arid  denied  the  necessity  ot  more 
money  than  the  committee  proposed  to  appiopriate. 

Mr.  Mason  dwelt  on  the  authority  of  the  estimates 
from  the  war  department,  and  necessity  of  ena- 
bling tlie  department  to  carry  out  its  plans.  The 
chairman  had  opposed  this  on  the  ground  of  a doubt 
of  the  president's  authority  to  call  out  a particular 
description  ol  troops,  and  asked  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  act  on  his  doubt,  disclaiming,  at  the 
same  time,  all  military  knowledge,  and  urging  no- 
thing but  his  doubt  and  the  committee’s  doubt. 
The  supplies  had  been  furnished,  the  service  per- 
formed, yet  the  chairman  refused  to  appropriate  for 
what  was  actually  due,  on  no  better  reason  than  a 
doubt  of  one  gentleman  in  this  house.  Was  his 
doubt  of  more  weight  with  the  house  than  the  deli- 
berate judgment  and  plans  of  the  highest  military 
functionaries  of  the  government?  The  chairman 
denied  having  made  any  charge  against  the  presi- 
dent or  the  secretary  of  war;  but  with  great  humili- 
ty suggested  his  doubt.  Yet  he  was  willing  to  ap- 
propriate for  a portion  of  the  debt  thus  unconstitu- 
tionally incurred,  thereby  surrendering  the  principle 
of  his  doubt,  and  still  asking  the  house,  on  the 
ground  of  that  doubt,  to  set  the  estimates  of  the  de- 
partment aside! 

Mr.  M.  bad  voted  five  millions  at  a time  for  this 
Florida  war;  and  yet  now,  when  the  w-ar  seemed 
drawing  to  its  close,  gentlemen  were  for  throwing 


over  the  expenditures  due  on  a future  adrainistra 
tion.  Mr.  M.  was  opposed  to  this;  it  was  neither 
just  nor  w'ise;  it  was  bad  principle  and  bad  policy. 
The  subject  had  never  been  submitted  to  the  mili- 
tary committee;  yet,  on  the  doubt  of  a man  who 
disclaimed  all  pretentions  to  military  knowledge, 
the  house  w’ere  to  refuse  what  was  asked  by  a de- 
partment as  necessary.  The  chairman  thought  we 
could  get  along  with  $400,000;  no  doubt  of  it;  so 
we  could  if  but  one  dollar  should  be  appropriated; 
the  government  would  not  be  dissolved,  unless  the 
Seminoles  made  their  way  to  Washington,  and  took 
control  of  the  departments.  When  it  suited  The 
chairman  he  coaid  rely  implicitly  on  estimates;  but 
when  it  did  not,  then  he  was  for  setting  them 
aside.  This  abdication  of  executive  authority  was 
suspicious;  there  were  opposite  extremes  of  lolly. 
This  money  must  be  paid,  and  would  be;  and  every 
gentleman  here  knew  it  would,  in  spite  ol’  the  doubts 
of  the  chairman.  The  soldier  must  get  his  pay', 
and  the  farmer  must  be  paid  for  his  forage,  and  the 
contractor  for  his  pork;  the  nation  would  not  be 
blinded  as  to  the  design  of  casting  burdens  on  the 
coming  administration,  and  they  would  see  this 
matter  in  its  true  light. 

Mr.  Downing  got  the  floor;  when  the  hour  of  re- 
cess arriving;  the  house  took  recess  accordingly. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Downing  said  he  was 
bound  in  duty  to  his  constituents  to  explain  certain 
facts  in  which  they  were  deeply  interested.  He 
had  rather  enter  into  a small  Indian  skirmish  than 
address  the  committee  at  this  late  hour.  Recom- 
mendations had  been  made  to  appropriate  $100,000 
to  close  the  Seminole  war  by  treaty,  but  this  was 
not  the  first  effort  to  bring  the  war  to  an  end  by 
treaty.  As  far  back  as  1837  general  Jesup  told  con- 
gress that  the  war  was  closed,  and  nothing  could 
rouse  it  up  again  but  the  interference  of  the  people 
of  Florida  to  recover  their  slaves.  They  did  not 
interfere,  and  yet  the  war  continued.  So  in  1833, 
the  military  force  was  withdrawn  on  the  same  per- 
suasion. Mr.  D.  predicted  that  the  same  delusion 
would  occur  again.  The  Indians  were  treacherous, 
and  could  never  be  relied  on.  Tigertail,  after  sign- 
ing the  treaty,  had  made  his  escape,  and  carried  off 
one  of  the  pacificators  with  him. 

Mr.  D.  urged  strongly  the  necessity  of  a state  of 
preparation.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
his  mere  motion  had  reversed  the  estimates  of  the 
war  department,  and  that  gentleman’s  fiat  was  the 
fulcrum  on  which  the  action  of  this  house  turned. 
When  it  was  an  object  of  party  to  make  a show  of 
economy-,  the  most  necessary  appropriations  were 
razeed;  and  now  he  came  in  with  a clause  for  ar- 
rearages to  cover  more  than  half  of  what  should 
have  been  appropriated  last  year.  There  was  every 
year  a large  item  of  arrears.  Either  gentlemen 
could  not  calculate  or  they  wished  to  deceive  the 
people.  The  Florida  war  was  not  ended.  Every 
account  from  that  country  about  surrenders  for 
emigration  was  accompanied  by  accounts  of  cruel 
muiders.  When  a camp  of  over  one  hundred  men 
had  been  surprised,  and  escaped  by  an  order  from 
general  Armistead,  the  very  same  men  afterwards 
murdered  Mrs.  Montgomery.  It  was  vain  to  hope 
to  close  the  war  without  further  fighting.  Mr.  D. 
had  risen  to  warn  the  country  of  the  game  now  play- 
ing— to  give  his  solemn  opinion  that  an  effort  was 
making  to  induce  the  country  to  believe  the  war 
was  ended,  with  a full  knowledge  that  the  fact  was 
otherwise;  that  all  the  odium  of  its  breaking  out 
anew  might  be  cast  on  the  new  administration.  It 
behooved  this  congress  to  furnish  the  new  adminis- 
tration the  means  to  bring  it  fully  and  effectually  to 
a close. 

Last  session  a bill  had  been  rejected  for  a force 
ol  1,500  men.  Notwithstanding,  the  secretary,  by 
his  own  volition,  called  that  corps  into  service, 
against  law,  not  for  the  purpose  of  fighting,  but  to 
remain  sedentary-  at  home.  The  secretary  admitted 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  raise  this  corps  without 
an  express  act  of  congress;  yet  he  had  called  them 
out  on  his  own  authority,  and  put  them  under  the 
command  of  governor  Read,  under  the  militia  laws 
of  Florida,  w Rich  applied  only  to  Florida  militia  not 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  These  militia 
had  not  even  been  razeed  by  the  chairman,  but  an 
appropriation  was  called  lor  to  pay  them.  Why 
were  not  the  militia  of  Florida  included?  citizen 
soldiers  called  out  to  fight,  not  to  vote — to  fight  In- 
dians, not  to  raise  potatoes — to  march,  and  not  to 
remain  at  home.  Mr.  D.  inveighed  against  the 
distinction  as  odious.  These  men  had  been  called 
out  merely  to  affect  the  last  election.  Show  him 
their  services;  the  Indians  they  had  slain;  the  wo- 
men aii  children  they  had  defended.  While  order- 
ed to  remain  at  home  they  were  furnished  with 
horses  at  government  expense;  to  ride,  he  sup- 
posed, from  their  houses  to  their  potatoe  patches? 
When  the  militia  who  had  been  six  months  in  hard 
service  had  never  been  able  to  obtain  a dollar’s  pay. 
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these  sedentary  militia  had  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  reported  for  their  pay.  Mr.  D.  alluded 
to  the  Florida  bonds  to  the  amount  of  .$500,000, 
paid  that  on  them  the  territory  had  almost  heid  its 
existence;  had  raised  armies  and  fed  them,  and  de- 
fended themselves  from  the  hostile  foe;  and  con- 
tended that  the  government  was  iu  justice  bound  to 
repay  this  money;  tie  had  introduced  a bill  for  the 
purpose,  but  he  could  not  hope  for  its  success.  He 
asked  the  chairman  if  it  was  fair  for  the  mere  sake 
of  a political  object  to  trammel  the  coming  ad- 
ministration in  conducting  this  war.  It  had  been 
the  advice  of  Clinch  and  Scott  and  Jesup  to  over- 
whelm Florida  witll  troops,  to  illuminate  every  tree 
with  the  fire  of  musketry,  and  search  every  ham- 
mock and  everglade.  This  he  believed  the  only 
way  to  bring  this  war  to  a close;  and  was  it  fair  to 
cripple  the  government  in  attempting  it?  Mr.  Jones 
explained. 

Mr.  Doioning  protested  against  charging  Florida 
with  the  accoutrements  and  pay  of  the  troops  em- 
ployed; for  this  they  must  pay  even  in  peace.  So 
$-100,000  was  all  the  money  appropriated.  If  gen. 
Butler  should  be  charged  with  the  service,  he  would 
find  the  sum  very  insufficient.  As  to  these  seden- 
tary milita,  they  were  called  out  quarterly — every 
three  months.  The  secretary’s  duty,  if  he  called 
out  the  militia,  must  be  to  call  them  out  as  organiz- 
ed by  (be  state  or  territory  to  which  they  belong- 
ed: if  on  horseback,  they  must  be  used  on  horse- 
back; if,  on  foot,  on  foot. 

Mr.  D.  insisted  that  the  war  could  never  be  clos- 
ed by  foot  soldiers.  The  physical  face  of  the  coun- 
try rendered  it  impossible  for  a white  man  to  follow 
Indians  on  foot  over  the  deserts  of  Florida.  The 
Indians  would  destroy  Bonaparte’s  army,  if  only 
thus  organized.  The  Indians  had  better  rifles,  and 
understood  the  Parthian  fight  in  a way  to  which 
our  soldiers  never  could  attain,  as  an  attacking 
force.  He  entreated  gentlemen  to  remember  that 
their  responsibility  lasted  only  five  days  longer: 
was  any  provision  made  for  that  force,  (the  best  in 
Florida),  which  carried  the  war  up  the  rivers  and 
streams  into  the  interior?  The  naval  force  on  the 
coast  had  done  essential  service  in  protecting  the 
coast  from  the  population  of  the  smail  islands  around 
and  the  neighboring  foreign  nations.  He  paid  a 
merited  compliment  to  the  bravery  and  enterprise 
of  col.  McLaughlin;  and  admitted  that  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy  had  fully  done  his  duty,  and  entitled 
himself  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Flo- 
rida. 

Mr.  D.  had  now  fulfilled  his  duty  by  warning  the 
government  that  there  would  be  no  peace,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  murders.  He  asked  if,  with  signs 
like  such  as  had  recently  occurred  in  that  territory, 
any  man  of  common  sense  could  hope  for  peace? 
And  said,  if  the  war  was  not  closed,  it  w'ould  soon  be- 
come a scene  in  comparison  to  which  hell  might  be 
preferred.  He  inveighed  against  the  parsimonious 
spirit  which  had  pervaded  the  whole  system  of  ma- 
nagement of  this  war,  and  laid  the  consequences  at 
the  door  of  the  administration.  If  the  proper  means 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  coming  admi- 
nistration, he  should  begin  to  hope  that  at  length 
the  dawn  of  peace  had  broken. 

The  question  was  now  called  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Evans  to  increase  the  appropriation  to  1 666,000 
dollars. 

Mr.  Dawson  suggested  to  Mr.  Evans  to  increase 
the  sum  by  including  $250,000  due  to  Georgia. 

Mr.  Crabb  made  a similar  plea  (or  Alabama. 

Mr.  Evans  admitted  the  validity  of  the  claim  of 
Georgia;  as  to  the  debt  to  Alabama  he  was  not  so 
well  informed.  He  believed  the  sum  mentioned 
justly  due  to  Georgia,  but  it  would  be  excluded 
from  Ibis  bill,  as  no  law  had  yet  passed  allowing 
the  claim.  He  entreated  earnestly  for  the  passage 
of  the  amendment,  for  men  were  now  suffering  in 
the  everglades  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Wise  had  rather  serve  a campaign  in  Florida 
than  have  this  debate  further  protracted. 

Mr.  Dawson  pleaded  for  the  claims  of  Georgia  on 
the  ground  of  equity  and  honor.  Her  sons  had  en- 
dured every  hardship  in  the  field,  the  government 
had  not  paid  them,  and  Georgia  had  herself  advanc- 
ed the  money  to  save  her  citizens  from  distress. 

Mr.  Graves  protested  against  voting  money  to 
pay  these  sedentary  militia  and  their  horses,  tor 
cultivating  their  crops,  at  near  $2  a day,  for  doing 
not  one  particle  of  public  service.  It  was  a new 
case  under  the  government;  such  a thing  had  never 
been  heard  of.  Gen.  Taylor  had  told  Mr.  G.  that 
the  money  paid  to  these  1,500  men  would  have  paid 
9,000  men. 

Mr.  Downing  explained:  stated  the  valuable  and 
active  services  of  the  mounted  militia  of  Florida. — 
Mr.  Gtuves  insisted.  Mr.  Downing  rejoined. 

Mr.  Graves  objected  to  the  policy  of  employing 
Florida  mounted  militia,  and  preferred  the  regular 
forces  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Morgan  asked  if  any  part  of  this  appropria- 
tion went  to  pay  the  “sedentary  militia?”  If  so,  he 
would  go  against  it.  But  if  it  was  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war,  he  would  vote  it  cheerfully.  He  believed 
the  war  would  end  with  the  administration  which 
it  had  disgraced.  He  pronounced  an  eulogy  on  the 
enterprise  and  bravery  of  col.  Harney.  Mr.  M. 
went  at  considerable  length  into  a review  of  the 
course  of  the  administration  towards  the  people  of 
Florida,  in  conducting  the  war,  and  earnestly  ap- 
pealed for  an  appropriation  that  should  put  an  end 
to  it.  He  did  not  complain  ofthe  amount  expend- 
ed, but  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  wasted. 

Mr.  Evans  replied  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Morgan , 
stating  that  the  amount  in  the  amendment  was  ge- 
neral, to  be  expended  by  the  government  according 
to  law.  As  to  the  sedentary  militia,  their  claim  was 
not  to  be  set  aside.  They  had  been  mustered  by 
the  government,  and  they  must  be  paid. 

Mr.  Wise  put  the  amendments  together,  and  call 
ed  for  the  question. 

It  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
ayes  73,  noes  76.  So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Evans 
was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  section  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crabb  then  referred  to  the  services  of  the 
Alabama  militia.  The  state  had  paid  them  130,000 
dollars,  and  presented  her  claim  here;  but  as  it  still 
remained  before  the  committee  of  claims,  he  desir- 
ed to  submit  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

The  chair  inquired  whether  there  was  a standing 
law  for  these  expenditures? 

Mr.  Crabb  said  there  had  been,  but  there  was 
some  irregularity  in  the  vouchers,  and  therefore  he 
wished  the  claim  settled  on  principles  of  equity  and 
justice.  x 

Mr.  Jones  inquired  for  the  law. 

Mr.  Crabb  said  there  was  a general  law  for  the 
payment  of  militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  at  $8  a month. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  there  was  no  other  law  than 
that  under  which  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  and 
other  states  had  been  paid. 

Mr.  TUlinghast  objected  to  the  amendment  as  be- 
ing for  past  services,  while  the  appropriations  in 
the  bill  were  future. 

The  chair  pronounced  the  amendment  out  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Crabb  thereupon  withdrew  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  house.  And  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill; 
Mr.  Chapman  moved  the  previous  question.  The 
call  was  sustained — ayes  93,  noes  85. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  main  question  being  on  the  amendment, 
(viz:  the  new  section  for  the  Florida  war,)  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a third  time;  when  Mr.  Hubbard  moved 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  put 
and  carried,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  in  the  bill  is 
$5,275,919. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  a view  to  take  up  the  general  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bell,  he 
suspended  the  motion  till  Mr.  B.  had  reported  the 
following  bills  from  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, viz: 

A bill  to  defray  the  expense  of  deiegations  of  Se- 
minole Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  Florida, 
and  lor  other  purposes. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  temporary 
support  of  certain  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians,  and 
to  defray  the  expense  of-  removing  and  subsisting 
for  a limited  time,  the  Swan  creek  and  Black  river 
Indians,  of  Michigan. 

These  bills  were  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Jones  then  renewed  his  motion,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  house  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Drom- 
goole  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  which  was  read  throughout  by  the 
clerk  for  information. 

The  bill  wa3  taken  up  by  items. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  moved  the  following  amendment: 

“For  presents  for  Indians  under  the  same  act 
$5,000.” 

He  supported  his  motion  by  some  remarks. 

Mr.  Jones  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the  ground 
that  the  whole  amount  of  presents  to  the  Indians 
was  limited  to  $5,000.  Though  this  item  had  been 
introduced  into  previous  bills,  from  year  to  year,  it 
had  been  inadvertently  done.  The  law,  when  ri- 
gidly examined,  would  be  found  not  to  warrant  the 
annual  appropriation. 


Mr.  Rariden  explained;  the  withholding  of  the 
money  would  not  injure  the  Indians,  as  the  money 
ultimately  fell  into  the  hands  of  agents  and  sub- 
agents;  and  the  Indians  were  more  injured  than  be- 
nefited by  the  practice. 

Mr.  Everett  considered  the  act  as  distributing 
$5,000  annually.  It  was  so  intended  at  the  time,  and 
had  been  so  understood  ever  since.  The  bill  made 
permanent  provision  for  the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  Proffil  inquired  whether  any  law  allowed 
part  of  the  annuities  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians  in 
goods? 

Mr.  Jones  said  this  was  according  to  each  treaty; 
the  payments  were  variously  made. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  the  law  was  daily  violated;  he 
had  conducted  Indians  under  one  of  the  treaties, 
and  knew  that  more  than  half  the  annuity  to  the’ 
Pottawalamies  was  forced  on  them  in  goods,  though 
the  treaty  required  goldand  silver.  Mr  Proffit  made 
otherstatements,  showing  that  the  Indians  refused, 
but  that  the  department  replied  they  must  take 
goods  or  nothing.  Mr.  P.  Mien  addressed  himself 
to  Mr.  Bell,  and  stated  that  he  had  found  $175,000 
worth  purchased  from  a certain  mercantile  house 
in  New  York,  invoiced  at  prices  over  the  retail 
price  in  the  interior.  Goods  were  boxed  up  and 
marked  with  large  sums  outside,  but  when  opened 
were  found  to  contain  not  one  tenth  of  the  value. 
Goods  were  thrown  into  a blanket,  and  what  fell 
out  were  considered  as  belonging  to  the  agent.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Rariden  respecting  the  agents 
getting  most  ofthe  presents. 

Mr.  Jones  asked  Mr.  Proffit  to  specify  a particular 
treaty. 

Mr.  Proffil  said  that,  in  1837,  the  treaty  with  the 
Pottawatamies  promised  gold  and  silver,  and  was 
paid,  by  force,  in  goods,  charged  at  enormous 
prices. 

Mr.  Jones  said  at  the  proper  time  he  would  con- 
vice  Mr.  P.  that  he  was  mistaken:  he  denied  that 
the  law  for  presents  was  intended  to  operate  an- 
nually. 

Mr.  Everell  insisted  on  an  opposite  construction. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  confirmed  the  view  of  Mr.  Eve- 
rett, intimating  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
were  permanent. 

Mr.  Jones  would  not  yield,  and  the  amendment 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Dodge,  delegate  from  Iowa,  moved  to  insert 
an  item  of  $800  for  the  hire  of  a clerk  for  the  su- 
perintendent of  Indian  affairs  north  of  the  Missou- 
ri river. 

Mr.  Jones  objected  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  law  for  it. 

Mr.  Dodge  mentioned  the  need  of  the  appropria- 
tion, but  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  reduce  the  items  for  the 
Choctaws  from  $50,950  to  $44,950;  which  was 
agreed  to:  to  reduce  the  item  for  (he  Omahas  from 
$2,440  to  $1,140:  to  increase  the  item  for  the 
Ottoes  and  Missourias  from  $3,140  to  $5,640;  all 
of  which  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  house,  and  t tie  com- 
mittee took  up  the  bill  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  delegation  of  the  Seminole  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  (he  bill,  the  com- 
mittee next  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
Kickapoo  Indians  and  Black  river  Indians  of  Mis- 
souri; which  was  in  like  manner  laid  aside. 

Mr.  Underwood  made  an  effort  to  get  the  senate 
bill  for  removing  the  raft  in  Red  river  taken  up, 
but  without  success. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which 
prevailing — the  committee  rose  accordingly,  and 
the  bills  considered  in  committee  were  reported  to 
the  house,  the  amendments  concurred  in,  the  bills 
read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  amounts  appropriated  by  these  bill  are — 

For  the  Indian  department  and  for  treaty 

stipulations  $352,280 

For  delegation  of  Seminoles  15,000 

For  support  ot  Kickapoos  and  removal  of 

Swan  and  Black  river  Indians  22,000 


$839,280 

Mr.  Russell  made  an  effort  to  get  the  hour  of 
meeting  changed  to  10  o’clock,  and  to  set  apart 
two  hours  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  for  private 
bills.  The  motion  requiring  two-thirds  of  the 
house,  tellers  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood:  ayes 
91,  noes  34.  The  rules  were  suspended  to  receive 
the  motion.  It  was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 
out  the  clause  respecting  private  bills;  on  which 
motion  tellers  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood  ayes 
36,  noes  92.  So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  resolution, 
no  quorum  voted;  when  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  ad- 
journ; which  prevailing,  the  house  adjourned. 


16 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  6,  1841—  CHRONICLE. 
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A GREAT  ABOLITION  CONVENTION  IS  tO  be  held  Ill  hOS- 
tonon  the  24th  inst.  to  nominate  candidates  for  the 
presidency  and  vice  presidency,  and  to  issue  a declara- 
tion of  their  principles. 

TTvrnrn  States  bine-  According  to  a late  report 
cHUe  United  States  bank,  to  the  legislature  ot  Penn- 

IvTnin  the  following  are  the  number  and  location  of 
tl^stockholders  in  that  institution:  Number  of  stock- 

holders  in  Pennsylvania,  1,481.  In  other  states  of  te 

union  1,653.  In  Europe, principally m England  l,«<9i  ■ 
Total  number  of  stockholders,  4,529.  , . r 

The  stock  in  the  bank  is  held  as  follows:  Number  of 
persons  holding  not  exceeding  5 shares,  184  Ditto  not 
exceeding  10  shares  661.  Not  exceeding  20 shares,  734. 
Not  exceeding  50  shares,  994.  Not  exceeding  100,  583. 
Not  exceeding  500,  614.  Over  500,  80. 

Death  of  judge  Barbour.  The  Washington  cor- 
respondence of  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  under  date  of 

Thursday,  says:  „ ,T.  . . 

' The  hon.  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  associate 
iud'Te  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  L.  States,  was  found 
dead  in  his  bed  this  morning  at  9 o’clock.  His  disease 
was  caused,  it  is  believed,  by  ossmcation  of  the  heart. 
His  physician  Dr.  Sewall,  while  attending  him  during 
a recent  indisposition,  was  led  to  suspSct  that  the  heart 
was  affected;  yet  the  judge  has  been  since, .apparently 
in  his  usual  health.  Lasi  evening  he  remained  in  con- 
sultation with  his  brother  judges,  as  is  usual,  until  ten 
o’clock,  and  was  in  peculiarly  good  spirits,  when  lie 
retired  from  them  to  his  chamber.  As  he  did  not 
make  his  aopearance  at  the  breakfast  table,  a servant 
was  sent  to  call  him,  who  immediately  returned,  and 
shocked  the  judges  with  the  intelligence  that  he  appear- 
ed to  be  dead.  On  the  chief  justice,  and  the  others 
enterin'*  his  chamber,  they  found  him  lying  on  his  side, 
in  a perfect  easy  and  composed  position,  his  features 
tram  uiiized,  and  neither  his  form  nor  countenance  ex- 
hibitin'* the  slightest  indication  of  having  passed  through 
any  sufferings.  He  had  evidently  gone  horn  life  to  death 

without  a struggle.  , , 

The  supreme  court  assembled  as  usual  at  eleven 
o’clock;  and  there  was  a large  assemblage  attracted 
bv  the  desire  to  hear  Mr.  Adams  continue  his  argu- 
ment in  the  Amistad  case.  The  chief  justice  an- 
nounced  in  brief  but  impressive  terms  the  afflicting 
event,  and  then  adjourned  the  court  until  Monday. 

This  is  the  first  occasion  of  the  death  oi  a judge  ot 
the  supreme  court,  while  the  court  and  congress  were 
both  in  session.  Judge  Livingston  died  m this  city, 
but  it  was 'after  the  adjournment  of  the  court.  The 
case  is  therefore  without  precedent,  and  the  judges  will 
wai>  for  the  arrival  of  governor  James  Barbour  (who 
is  expected  to  reach  here  this  evening  from  Baltimore, 
a special  messenger  having  been  dispatched  tor  him), 
before  taking  orders  for  the  funeral.  The  melancholy 
occurrence  will  be  formally  communicated  to  hotli 
houses  of  congress,  and  they  will  adjourn  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  funeral;  which  it  is  understood, 
will  not  take  place  before  Sunday. 

Judge  Barbour  has  filled  many  distinguished  stations, 
both  under  the  general  government,  and  in  the  state  ot 
Virginia.  He  was  long  a member  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  advanced  successively  to  different  judicial 
posts  in  the  state.  He  served  several  terms  in  congress, 
and  was  elevated  to  the  speakership  in  the  house  of  le- 
presentatives.  He  presided  over  the  convention  of 
Virginia;  and,  finally,  was  appointed  by  genera!  Jack- 
son~to  the  seat  on  the  bench  which  he  occupied  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

New  bishops.  We  understand  that  the  rev-  John  J. 
Chanche.  D.  D.  president  of  St.  Mary’s  college,  Balti- 
more, has  been  appointed  bishop  of  Natchez,  Miss.; 
and  the  rev.  Richard  Whalan,  to  the  bishoprick  of 
Richmond,  Va. 

The  next  congress.  One  hundred  and  forty-four 
members  of  the  next  congress  have  already  been  elect- 
ed, of  whom  eighty-four  are  in  favor  of  the  new  admi- 
nistration and  sixty  against.  Ninety-eight  are  yet  to 
tie  chosen  by  the  states  ot  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Alabama,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  In- 
diana and  Illinois.  The  delegations  from  these  states 
at  the  present  time,  stand  forty-eight  to  foriy-eiglit,  and 
two  uncertain.  Should  the  relative  strength  of  the  two 
parlies  remain  unchanged  by  the  approaching  elec- 
tions, gen.  Harrison  will  have  a majority  of  twenty  two 
in  the  house  to  support  his  measures.  In  t lie  senate 
there  will  also  be  a majority  from  the  late  changes  that 
have  been  made. 

Cotton.  The  sales  of  the  week  at  N.  York  amount- 
ed to  14.500  bales  Upland  and  Florida,  at  9J  to  l‘2j; 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile  10  to  12. 

Degree.  At  the  late  annual  commencement  of  St. 
John’s  college,  Maryland,  ihe  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  was 
conferred  on  the  right  rev.  G.  W.  Duane,  bishop  of  N. 
Jersey — an  excellent  selection  for  such  an  honor. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  7 a 8.  France 
5f.  20;  5f.  22. 

Fire.  A fire  recently  broke  out  in  Washington, 
Wilkes  county,  Georgia,  which  did  much  damage. 
The  store  of  Burton  & Pellott,  the  stores  and  dwelling 
■f  A.  A.  Cleveland,  the  store  of  Willis  & Calloway, 
the  dwelling  of  Dr.  F.  Willis,  the  store  of  Mr.  Sohan, 
and  several  other  stores  and  dwellings,  together  with 
most  of  the  goods  and  furniture,  were  all  consumed. 
It  extended  south,  crossing  the  street  leading  to  Lex- 


ington, to  Alexander’s  hotel,  and  north  to  the  branch  of 
the  State  bank,  destroying  every  building  on  the  west 
side  of  the  public  square. 

Flour  at  Boston,  2, COO  lbs.  Howard  street  sold  at  $5 
on  four  months  credit;  atNew  Orleans  $4  50  to  $4  69; 
Gennesse$4  75;  at  Baltimore  wagon  price  $4  25;  store 
price  4 31  j. 

Law  case.  Nicholson  estate.  Substance  of  the 
opinion  of  judge  Anthony,  of  the  Nicholson  court  of 
pleas,  establishing  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court,  deli- 
vered on  Monday,  February  22,  1841. 

The  counsel  for  the  administrator  came  into  court, 
and  filed  an  affidavit  that  the  plaintiffs  are  citizens  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the  defendants  are 
citizens  of  and  residents  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 
Having  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of 
congress,  by  offering  good  and  sufficient  surety,  show- 
ing that  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  $500,  &c.  they 
petition  the  court  to  remove  the  cause  into  the  next 
circuit  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  ask  that  this  court  shall  proceed  no  further  therein. 

The  question,  therefore,  comes  properly  before  the 
court,  whether  this  is  such  a state  court  as  is  mention- 
ed in  the  act  of  congress,  in  which  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
the  state  courts  of  all  suits  where  one  of  the  parties  is  a 
citizen  of  the  state  in  which  suit  is  brought,  and  the 
other  a citizen  of  another  state. 

In  determining  this  question,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  examine  the  act  of  April  16. 1840,  and  to  ascertain 
with  what  powers  the  tribunal  therein  created  is  vested, 
and  how  far  it  has  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
settling  the  estate  of  John  Nicholson. 

The  preamble  speaks  of  the  large  estate  of  Nichol- 
son, the  debts  due  the  commonwealth  and  other  credi- 
tors, the  great  delay  that  has  taken  place  in  the  en- 
forcement of  those  debts,  and  the  injury  sustained  by 
the  heirs  of  Nicholson,  because  of  that  delay — it  con- 
concludes  '‘that  the  interests  of  the  state,  the  rights  of 
of  the  creditors  and  heirs,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
counties  in  which  the  land  estate  lies,  requires  that  a 
speedy  and  just  settlement  of  all  questions  connected 
wnh  the  estate  of  Nicholson  should  take  place.” 

The  first  section  of  the  act  establishes  this  court 
with  all  the  legal  and  equitable  powers  vested  in  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  of  this  stale,  and  full,  clear  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  to  try,  hear  and  determine  all 
claims  and  controversies  whatever,  concerning  the 
right  and  title  to  land  alleged  to  be  the  property  of  the 
said  Nicholson,  in  his  life  time,  and  all  other  questions 
relating  to  the  claims  of  heirs,  creditors,  or  other  per- 
sons whatsoever  to  said  estale,  or  the  proceeds  thereof. 

The  2d  section  provides  for  service  when  the  party’s 
residence  is  out  of  the  commonwealth. 

From  a view  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  legislature  intended  to  provide  speedy  and 
effectual  measures  to  settle  all  questions  relating  to  the 
estate  of  Nicholson,  in  a court  speedily  constituted  for 
the  purpose,  and  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  mat- 
ters connected  will]  the  estate. 

Is  u not  then  clearly  to  be  understood,  that  all  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  state  courls,  or  those 
of  the  United  Slates,  is  excluded?  Does  not  this  act  pre- 
vent the  trial  of  those  causes  in  any  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  district  court  of  this  commonwealth,  and  is 
not  the  result  inevitable,  that  there  can  be  no  concur- 
rent jurisdiction,  were  by  the  positive  and  unequivocal 
expressions  of  the  act  -full  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  is 
given  to  this  court?  Whether  the  legislature  have 
transcended  their  constiiutional  powers  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  their  tribunal  to  settle  the  estate,  is  a ques- 
tion which  has  been  intimated  by  the  learned  counsel 
for  the  defendants,  although  not  pressed  with  much 
zeal. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  commonwealth  lias  a claim 
in  the  nature  of  a fiscal  lien  against  the  estate  of  Ni- 
cholson, which  is  supposed  to  have  a priority  over 
other  creditors;  we,  accordingly,  have  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  commonwealth,  the  other  creditors,  and 
the  heirs,  to  be  regarded  in  the  adjustment  of  all  claims 
on  the  estate. 

The  judge  then  instanced  several  acts  of  assembly, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  legislature  have,  before 
and  since  the  death  of  John  Nicholson,  endeavored  by 
special  legislation,  to  obtain  the  common  wealth’s  claim 
out  of  his  estate,  within  her  borders,  and  that  the  right 
to  pass  laws  for  that  purpose  has  never  been  success- 
fully resisted. 

In  the  present  instance,  James  Nicholson  comes  in 
the  state,  takes  out  letters  of  administration  and  returns 
to  Louisiana;  the  process  of  our  registers’  and  orphans’ 
court  cannot  reach  him,  and  in  order  that  those  long 
standing  claims  of  the  commonwealth  and  other  credi- 
tors limy  be  settled,  a court  is  established  with  full  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  Is  this  a viola- 
tion of  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
Siates?  Does  not  the  administrator,  and  those  whom 
he  represents  by  coming  into  the  state  and  obtaining 
letters  of  administration,  subject  himself  and  the  estate 
of  the  intestate,  lying  within  this  commonwealth,  to 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  may  justly 
adopt  for  the  settlement  of  that  estate?  On  usage,  then, 
as  well  as  principle,  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  this 
cause  cannot  be  removed  with  propriety  to  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  Slates.  If  another  suit  should  be 
brought,  into  this  court  of  which  the  defendants  should 
not  deem  proper  to  ask  the  removal,  or  it  should  be  a 
case  between  citizens  of  different  states,  neither  of 
which  is  in  the  state  wherein  the  suit  is  brought,  this 
court  would  then  have  to  decide  upon  a portion  of  the 


claims,  and  another  court  upon  another  portion,  besides 
the  counter  conflicts  resulting  from  different  courts 
which  were  detailed  by  the  judge. 

Such  incongruities  this  court  is  bound  n=  far  as  prac- 
ticable to  prevent.  It  has  been  remarked  that  it  is  'lie 
part  of  a good  judge  to  amplify  his  jurisdiction,  without, 
however,  wishing  to  assume  powers  beyond  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature  to  give.  This  court  feels  hound 
to  carry  into  effect  their  views  and  intentions  as  far  as 
is  consistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U. 
States  and  of  this  sta'e,  and,  therefore,  direct  the  mo- 
tion for  the  removal  of  this  came  to  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  this  district  to  be  dismissed. 

[Ledger. 

General  Mercer’s  sword-  This  interesting  relic 
was  presented  to  the  St.  Andrew’s  society,  by  Mrs. 
Morgan,  the  grand  daughter  of  gen.  Jacob  Morgan, 
and  not  by  his  widow,  as  was  inadvertently  stated  in 
the  Register  of  the  6th  ulr.  Mrs.  Mercer  only  survived 
the  glorious  death  of  the  gallant  Mercer  about  ten 
years.  General  Morgan  was  a colonel  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  of  troops,  and  fought  under  general  Mer- 
cer at  Princeton,  in  January,  1777;  and  after  the  fall 
of  gen.  Mercer  in  battle,  his  sword  was  placed  in  col. 
Morgan’s  care,  and  has  been  in  the  care  ot  that  fann.y 
ever  since.  The  children  of  gen.  Mercer  never  knew 
what  had  become  of  his  sword  until  the  very  imposing 
and  solemn  ceremonies,  in  honor  of  his  remains  and 
memory,  by  the  St.  Andrew’s  society  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  26th  ofNov.  last,  which  brought  about  and  gave 
publicity  very  soon  afterwards,  to  all  the  details  respect- 
ing this  interesiing  revolutionary  relic.  Mrs.  Morgan 
still  resides  in  Philadelphia.  A neat  fac  simile  ot  the 
sword  has  been  made,  and  the  original  is  now  kept  in 
a mahogany  ease,  lined  with  velvet,  in  which  it  will  be 
preserved  to  the  latest  posterity.  Every  thing  connect- 
ed with  the  history  of  gen.  Hugh  Mercer,  and  his  glo- 
rious death  excites  a warm  interest  in  every  American 
bosom,  and  renders  a correct  account  of  it  a matter  of 
national  importance. 

Rioiaed  H.  Menifee.  We  have  just  heard,  and 
announce  it  with  tha-.  deep  regret  which  will  he  felt  not 
on'y  in  Kentucky,  hut  throughout  the  nation,  that  the 
hon.  Richard  H.  Menifee,  died  in  Lexington,  on  Sun- 
day morning,  at  two  o’clock,  A.  M.  of  that  day. 

McLeod.  It  is  stated  that  McLeod  is  to  be  removed 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.  for  trial,  it  being  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained that  an  impartial  jury  cannot  be  found  at  the 
west.  It  is  further  stated  that  the  first  trial  will  be  on 
the  civil  suit,  brought  by  the  owners  of  the  Caroline. 

Reward  of  valor.  The  22nd  of  February  was  so- 
lemnized, if  we  may  so  apply  that  word,  in  Richmond, 
Viiginia,  by  a very  interesting  ceremonial,  that  of  deli- 
vering to  various  distinguished  naval  and  military  offi- 
cers, the  swords  long  since  voted  to  them  by  Virginia. 

These  were  nine  in  number,  and  tiie  honored  indivi- 
duals who,  either  in  person  or  by  deputy  were  there  to 
receive  them,  were  general  Roger  Jones,  adjutant  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States  army,  his  brother  com.  T. 
Ap  Catesby  Jones,  captain  Page,  captain  E.  T.  A. 
Vallette,  and  captain  C.  W.  Morgan,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  major  Henderson,  of  the  marine  corps, 
capt.  Bell,  late  oi'  the  army,  now  dead,  major  Nelson, 
lute  of  the  army,  and  col.  E H.  Armistad. 

Gen.  Tovvnson,  under  whose  direction  the  swords 
were  manufactured,  by  Messrs.  Ames,  of  Springfield, 
Mass,  and  who  knows — no  man  better,  how  to  appre- 
ciate a soldier’s  honors  and  a soldier’s  feelings  was  pre- 
sent as  an  invited  guest. 

The  president  and  vice  president  elect  of  the  United 
States,  w ere  also  present,  the  members  of  the  state  le- 
gislature, and  the  beauty  of  Richmond. 

The  addresses  of  guv.  Gilmer  in  presenting  these 
swords,  were  highly  spoken  of;  and  altogether  the  oc- 
casion, the  company,  and  the  day,  combined  to  consti- 
tute a scene  of  great  moral  grandeur  and  interest. 

Tea.  It  is  stated  that  the  loss  on  tea  in  London,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  late  news  from  China,  amounted  to 
upwards  of  $6,000,000. 

The  heavy  cargo  which  arrived  at  N.  York  in  such 
haste  from  London,  has  been  advertised  for  auction, 
and  will  effect  prices  here  somewhat. 

United  States  senator  William  S.  Archer,  has 
been  elected  by  tiie  legislature  of  Virginia,  a senator  of 
the  Uui.'ed  States,  for  six  years  from  the  -4th  instant, 
to  succeed  Mr.  Roane,  whose  term  bus  expired. 

Steamers.  America  and  England  have  each  8C0 
steam  vessels,  but  in  the  year  1838,  the  accidents  to 
English  steamers  were  465,  and  SO  lives  were  lost ; \v bile 
during  the  same  year  in  America,  the  accidents  were 
272,  and  the  loss  of  lives  1,921. 

The  way  it  was  done.  The  subjoined  extract  of  a 
letter  from  New  York,  to  the  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelli- 
gencer, (Van  Buren),  throws  some  light  upun  the  mode 
adopted  during  the  twenty  days  resumption,  to  floor  the 
the  monster.  The  New  York  writer  says: 

‘‘The  banks  of  ibis  place  and  Boston  completely  out- 
witted those  of  Philadelphia,  in  that  loan  business.  Tiie 
way  they  did  it,  was  as  follows:  The  bonds  given  by 
the  Philadelphia  hanks  to  those  of  t lie  east,  unde  r the 
idea  that  they  would  he  kept  by  them  until  due,  were 
forced  into  the  Philadelphia  market,  and  sold  at  a dis- 
count to  the  brokers,  who  paid  for  them  by  drafts  on 
the  cily  banks,  lor  which  specie  was  immediately  de- 
manded by  the  sellers.  Hence  the  great  amount  of 
specie  drawn  from  the  Philadelphia  hanks  in  so  short 
a time.” 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  President,  which  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool on  the  10th  Feb.  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Wednesday  morning,  3d  inst.  bringing  files  of  fo- 
reign papers  up  to  the  day  of  her  departure. 

By  this  arrival  we  have  received  most  important 
intelligence  Loin  China,  by  the  overland  mail,  and 
exceedingly  interesting  and  important  news  from 
England,  to  which  we  refer  our  readers. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

At  a council  held  on  the  Cth  inst.  the  queen  de- 
creed that  the  name  of  prince  Albert  be  inserted  in 
all  the  prayer  books  and  read  in  all  churches!!! 

The  duke  of  Wellington  was  seized  with  sudden 
indisposition  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  5th  inst. 
but  had  so  far  recovered  from  his  attack  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  his  being  able  shortly  to  resume  his 
usual  habits.  His  illness  was  attributed  to  his  ex- 
posure to  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

The  receipt  of  New  York  papers  in  London  by 
the  packet  ship  Cambridge,  with  the  correspon- 
dence between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  with  re- 
gard to  the  arrest  of  McLeod,  caused  much  talk  and 
considerable  excitement. 

The  Times  predicts  the  most  serious  national 
consequences  from  this  affair,  which  was  brought 
before  parliament  on  the  8th  inst.  by  lord  Stanley 
and  the  earl  of  Mountcashell. 

The  former  asked  lord  Palmerston,  whether  the 
government  had  taken  any,  and  if  so,  what  steps, 
for  the  protection  and  liberation  of  Mr.  McLeod? 

Lord  Palmerston  replied  that  the  government  had 
sent  certain  instructions,  bat  tilt  the  conclusion  of 
the  correspondence  was  received  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  send  final  instructions,  and  that  lie  was 
not  prepared  at  that  time  to  state  lormally  what 
those  instructions  were. 

The  earl  of  Mountcashell  asked  similar  ques- 
tions of  lord  Melbourne  in  the  bouse  of  lords,  to 
which  similar  answers  were  given,  stating  also  (hat 
her  majesty’s  ministers  would  take  those  measures 
which  in  their  estimation  would  be  best  calculated 
to  secure  the  safety  of  her  majesty’s  subjects,  and 
to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  British  nation. 

In  the  course  ol  the  debate  upon  the  correspon- 
dence between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  viscount 
Palmerston  said  that  be  ralher  thought  hU  honora- 
ble friend  would  find  in  that  correspondence  that 
instructions  had  been  given  by  the  American  go- 
vernment to  Mr.  Stevenson  to  abstain  from  press- 
ing the  subject  farther— (hear.)  With  regard  to 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  he  (viscount  Palmerston) 
begged  leave  to  say  that  the  case  stood  thus:  In  the 
case  of  the  American  citizms  engaged  in  invading 
Canada,  the  American  government  disavowed  the 
acts  of  those  citizens,  and  stated  that  the  British 
authorities  might  deal  with  them  as  they  pleased— 
(hear,  hear),  and  that  there  were  persons  concern- 
ed iu  this  undertaking  who  were  not  in  any  degree 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  U.  States— (hear.) 

But  in  the  other  case  they  treated  the  allair  of  the 
Caroline  as  one  to  be  considered  as  that  ot  the  iro 
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vernment,  and  in  fact  assumed  it  to  be  altogether  a 
government  transaction,  and  not  to  be  left  upon  the 
responsibility  of  individuals.  Until,  therefore,  the 
British  government  disowned  those  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  American  government  had  dis- 
avowed their  citizens  in  the  other  case,  he  conceiv- 
ed that  the  American  government  had  adopted  an 
international  responsibility  in  the  late  detention  of 
Mr.  McLeod,  and  could  not,  therefore,  change  their 
ground  upon  this  question.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  R.  Peel  wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  a ques- 
tion relating  to  a matter  of  fact.  He  believed  that, 
in  the  expedition  which  had  been  formed  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Caroline,  certain  officers  who 
held  commissions  in  her  majesty’s  army  and  navy 
were  concerned  in  that  affair,  and  that  some  of 
these  officers  had,  in  the  execution  of  the  orders 
which  were  issued,  received  wounds. 

The  question  he  wished  to  ask  was,  whether  or 
not  her  majesty’s  government  tiad  thought  proper  to 
award  pensions  to  those  officers  corresponding  in 
amount  with  those  which  were  usually  granted  for 
wounds  teceived  in  the  regular  service  of  her  ma- 
jesty? 

Lord  J.  Russel  said  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any 
pensions  having  been  granted  to  those  officers  who 
were  wounded  in  the  expedition  against  the  Caro- 
line. 

Mr.  O’Connell  was  sorry  that  his  honorable  friend 
(Mr.  Hume),  had  taken  such  a course,  because  he, 
(Mr.  O’C.)  thought  thaL  on  this  subject,  at  all 
events,  there  ought  to  be  unanimity  of  feeling— 
(hear,  hear.)  He  thought  that  every  exertion 
should  be  made  to  have  Mr.  McLeod  saved,  as  lie 
iiad  acted  under  the  command  of  the  officers  of  her 
majesty’s  government,  and  it  was  in  the  strict  per- 
formance of  his  duty  that  he  had  incurred  the  dan- 
ger with  which  he  was  threatened — (hear,  hear.) 
Whether  those  orders  had  been  right  or  wrong,  this 
government  was  bound  to  give  him  every  protec- 
tion possible — (cheers  from  all  parts  of  the  house). 

Mr.  Hume  said  that  the  noble  lord,  (Palmerston ), 
had  just  made  a speech  in  answer  to  certain  ques- 
tions which  had  been  put  to  him  by  the  noble  lord, 
tbe  member  for  North  Lancashire;  but  he,  (Mr. 
Hume),  wished  to  ask  the  house  to  suspend  their 
opinion  upon  the  subject  until  they  had  the  whole 
of  the  papers  laid  before  the  house.  He  had  him- 
self papeis  in  his  possession  that  would  explain 
many  things  connected  with  this  question,  and 
which,  by-tbe-bye,  were  not  exactly  consistent 
with  the  statement  which  had  just  been  made.  It 
appeared  by  the  papers  which  lie  had  in  his  pos- 
session, that  in  January,  1338,  a motion  was  made 
in  the  house  of  representatives  callingupon  the  pre- 
sident to  piace  upon  the  table  of  the  bouse  all  the 
papers  respecting  (he  Caroline,  and  all  the  coires- 
pondence  which  had  passed  between  the  govern- 
ment ot  the  United  States  an  1 the  British  govern- 
ment on  the  subject  ot  the  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line. 

In  consequence  of  that  motion,  certain  papers 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  including  one  from  Mr. 
Stevenson,  the  present  minister  here  from  the  U. 
States.  These  were  accompanied  by  a long  letter, 
dated  the  15th  of  May,  1838,  from  that  gentlemen, 
and  in  that  letter  the  burning  of  the  Caroline  was 
characterized  in  very  strong  language.  He  also 
stated  that  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  president, 
he  had  laid  bi  fore  the  British  government  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  subject,  which  had 
been  taken  upon  the  spot,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  de- 
nii  d he  had  ever  been  informed  that  the  expedi- 
tion against  tiie  Caroline  was  authorised  or  sanc- 
tioned by  the  British  government.  Now,  from  May, 

1338,  the  time  when  the  letter  had  been  written, 
up  to  ttiis  hour,  no  answer  had  been  given  to  that 
letter,  nor  had  any  satisfaction  been  given  by  the 
British  government  upon  this  subject. 

In  a letter  dated  from  London,  the  2d  of  July, 
Mr.  Stevenson  stated  that  he  had  not  received  any 
answer  upon  the  subject,  and  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  press  the  subject  further;  tint  if  tile  government 
of  the  United  States  wished  him  to  do  so,  he  prayed 
to  be  informed  of  it.  By  the  statement  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  house  of  congress,  it  appeared 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  been 
ignorant  of  any  information  that  could  lead  them  to 
suppose  that  the  enterprise  against  the  Caroline 
had  been  undertaken  by  the  orders  of  the  British 


j government  or  by  British  authority.  That  he  be- 
lieved was  the  ground  upon  which  Mr.  Forsyth 
acted  as  he  had  done. 

He  takes  his  objections,  and  denies  the  allegation 
ot  Mr.  Fox,  that  neither  had  he  nor  her  majesty’s 
government  made  any  communication  to  him,  or 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  had  authorised  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline.  He,  (Mr.  Hume),  therefore  hoped 
that  no  discussion  would  take  place  until  all  the 
papers  connected  with  the  matter  were  laid  before 
the  house.  He  wished  to  know  what  the  nature 
of  those  communications  was  with  Mr.  Stevenson 
and  tier  majesty’s  government  which  had  induced 
him  to  act  as  he  had  done. 

On  Tuesday,  the  9th  instant,  the  debate  was  re- 
sumed, and  in  the  course  of  it  lord  Palmerston  ad- 
mitted that  the  government  approved  of  the  burning 
of  the  Caroline.  The  conversalion  was  getting  ra- 
ther warm,  when  sir  Robert  Peel  interposed  by  a 
motion  on  the  atiairs  of  Persia. 

The  English  papers  are  very  bitter  on  this  topic, 
and  the  tories  are  more  insolent  than  usual. 

The  general  impression  in  England,  even  amongst 
moderate  and  liberal  rnen,  was  decidedly  against 
us,  and  so  strong  does  this  national  feeling  appear, 
that  I believe  the  government  would  be  warmly 
supported  in  a war,  however  contrary  it  may  be  to 
tile  the  reai  interest  of  Great  Britain.  However, 
these  speculations  are  idle;  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  af- 
fair is  already  adjusted. 

American  stocks,  London,  Feb.  5.  Alabama  £ 
sterling  fives  78;  Indiana  fives  67;  do.  £ sterling, 
75;  Illinois  sixes  75;  Kentucky  do.  84aS5;  Louisia- 
na jEsterling  fives  87;  Maryland  do.  do.  82;  Massa- 
chusetts fives  86J;  do.  ^sterling  ]00;  New  York 
fives  S5ja35^;  Ohio  sixes  90^a91  ex.  div.;  Penn- 
sylvania fives  84;  South  Carolina  do.  89a90;  Ten- 
nessee sixes  81a82;  Virginia  do.  89a90;  New  Yoik 
city  fives  83J.  United  States  bank  shares  £ll  5s. 
a 12all.l0s.;  do  debenture  100. 

Liverpool  cotton  market, February  9.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  week  there  continued  a good  demand 
both  from  the  trade  and  speculators,  and  rather  bet- 
ter prices  were  obtained;  but  since  Tuesday  the 
inquiry  has  been  limited,  and  the  market  closed 
heavily,  our  iast  quotations  being  barely  supported. 
The  sales  of  the  week  amount  to  28,030  bales,  (of 
which  6,000  American  are  on  speculation,  and  200 
American  tor  expoit),  and  comprise  90  Sea  Island 
at  15^d.  to  22d.  with  20  stained  at  9}  to  15d.  6,100 
bowed  6jd  to  7«d.  1,870  Mobile,' Alabama  and 
Tennessee  6d.  to  7gd.;  16,240  Orleans  6d.  to  7fd.; 
318  Pernambuco,  Paraiba,  &c.  8Jd.  lo  9d.;  lio’ 
Bahia  and  Maceio  8£d.  lo  9d.;  250  Maranhain  8d. 
to  7jd  ; 100  Peruvian  7jd.  (o  7Jd.;  130  Laguayra 
7rjd.  to  7|d  ; 100  Cartliagena  5 1 6d.  lo  5£<i.;  S6 
Egyptian  9j:d.  to  13d.  and  1,850  Surat  4jjd.  to  6£d. 
per  lb. 

The  market  has  been  ralher  quiet  to-day,  the 
sales  only  amounting  to  3,000  bags,  including  200 
Bahia  at  8d.  to8^d.;S0  Maranham  8jd.  toSfd.- 
100  Egyptian  10|d.  to  12d 20  Cartliagena  5Jd.’; 
200  Surats  5d.  to  5 i d . ; the  remainder  American 
6d.  to  7d.  There  is  no  change  to  notice  in  nrices. 
On  Saturday  2,000  bags  were  sold. 

Feb.  9.  The  sales  to-day  are,  1,000  bales. 

FRANCE, 

The  news  from  France  is  not  of  much  interest. 
The  works  on  the  fortifications  were  carried  on 
with  great  activity. 

Political  circles  are  much  agitated  by  diplomatic 
notes  addressed  to  the  French  cabinet  by  lord  Par- 
merston,  in  which,  it  is  said,  a disavowment  is  in- 
sisted on  in  strong  and  unequivocal  terras.  M. 
Guizot  had  not  replied  to  these  notes,  but  the  com- 
pliance of  tbe  French  government,  from  the  feel- 
ing of  the  chambers,  and  of  the  public,  was  con- 
sidered to  be  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

The  fortification  bill  having  passed  the  chamber 
of  deputies  by  a large  majority,  it  was  surmised 
there  would  be  a split  in  the  cabinet. 

We  do  not  find  any  important  intelligence  from 
either  Spain,  Portugal,  or  any  other  of  the  states  of 
Europe. 

CHINA. 

Overland  mail  from  India.  By  an  extraordinary 
express  from  Marseilles,  news  was  received  in 
London  on  the  6th  inst.  from  China,  India  and 
Egypt,  with  dates  from  Alexandria  to  January  23, 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  13,  1S41— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


Bombay  to  January  1st,  Calcutta  to  December  16th, 
Macao  to  Nov.  Bd,  and  Chusan  to  October  27th. 

The  state  of  affairs  in  China  remain  unchanged 
since  the  last  advices;  and  gloomy  apprehensions  as 
to  the  final  result  of  the  proposed  negotiations  were 
entertained.  Both  in  China  and  India  the  conduct 
of  admiral  Elliot  is  commented  upon  in  the  most 
severe  terms. 

The  negotiation  with  the  emperor  of  China  does 
not  appear  to  have  made  any  progress,  nor  the  ap- 
proach of  admiral  Elliot  to  the  Chinese  capital  to 
have,  as  yet,  produced  any  other  result  than  the 
dismissal  of  commissioner  Lin  fiom  the  governor- 
ship of  Canton,  and  the  appointment,  as  his  succes 
sor,  ofKe-shan  who  is  commissioned  to  settle  mat- 
ters, and  is  supposed  to  be  as  much  opposed  to  in- 
tercourse with  foreigners  as  Lin. 

Admiral  Elliot  was  still  at  Chusan,  wdiich  place 
had  been  found  extremely  unhealthy.  Out  of  3,650 
British  troops  landed  there,  only  2,036  were  fit  lor 
duty,  chiefly  owing  to  bad  diet  and  want  of  fresh 
meat.  The  number  of  deaths  is  stated  at  ten  per 
day! 

The  admiral  was  expected  to  leave  for  Canton 
about  the  middle  of  November.  The  British  navai 
force  consisted  of  twenty  sail  of  pennants,  exclusive 
of  steamere. 

Memorial  of  Lin  to  the  emperor.  Lin,  in  a me- 
morial to  the  emperor,  among  other  things,  con- 
fesses his  crimes  and  begs  for  mercy;  at  the  same 
time  he  asks  the  emperor  to  be  firm  in  the  present 
crisis;  after  suggesting  that  the  Chinese  ought  to 
build  ships  after  European  models,  and  cast  can- 
non, he  goes  on  to  say  that  the  English  forces  at 
Chusan  have  been  so  much  bewildered  and  reduced 
by  death  and  sickness,  they  will  soon  be  obliged  to 
evacuate  it,  and  submit.  In  conclusion,  he  hints 
at  the  probability  of  difficulties  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  other  nations  on  account  of  their  interfer- 
ence with  the  trade  of  foreign  nations,  and  he  con- 
siders this  favorable  for  the  Chinese. 

INDIA. 

The  intelligence  from  India  is  generally  pacific, 
and  no  event  had  occurred  since  the  last  dates  of 
much  political  importance. 

Afghanistan  remained  tranquil.  The  news  from 
China  and  Central  Asia  was  of  a satisfactory  cha- 
racter. > 

EGYPT. 

From  Alexandria  we  have  received  the  confir- 
mation of  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  commodore  Na- 
pier, empowered  by  admiral  Stafford  to  offer  the 
original  treaty  for  the  pasha’s  acceptance,  which 
was  immediately  agreed  to.  Two  days  afterwards 
a steamer  arrived  at  Alexandria  with  Meyloum 
bey  and  admiral  Mather  on  board,  who  came  to 
claim  the  fleet,  which  was  formally  made  over  ori 
the  11th  ulu  and  finally  sailed  for  Marmoria  on  the 
21st  ult. 

AEP.ICA. 

The  packet  barque  Hobart,  capt.  Parsons,  arriv- 
ed this  morning  from  Monrovia,  whence  she  sailed 
on  the  1st  of  January,  to  which  date  inclusive  we 
have  letters  and  papers. 

Capt.  Parsons,  who  is  now  at  our  elbow',  gives  us 
the  most  flattering  account  of  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
The  Hobart  brings  sugar  and  coffee.  Capt.  P.  says 
that  one  coffee  tree  produced  181bs.  while  a fair 
crop  in  the  West  Indies,  we  are  informed  is  about 
a pound  and  a quarter.  It  is  believed  that  the  trees 
in  Africa  will  average  9lbs.  [A.  ¥.  Com.  Adv. 

We  learn  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  that  all  the 
slave  factories  had  been  broken  up  by  the  British 
cruisers.  [ Jour . Com. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

New  Grenada.  By  the  brig  Marcelina,  at  New 
York,  the  editors  cJ  the  Courier  have  received  the 
following  intelligence.  The  whole  country  of  New 
Grenada  is  involved  in  a civil  war.  Fifteen  pro- 
vinces out  of  twenty  have  decreed  for  a federal  go- 
vernment, and  have  collected  and  sent  troops  to- 
wards Bogota  to  compel  the  central  government 
there  to  come  to  terms.  The  government  has  con- 
centrated all  its  forces  near  Bogota,  and  is  deter- 
mined not  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  revolted 
provinces.  Gen.  Herran  is  carrying  on  the  opera- 
tions for  the  government,  aided  by  gen.  Thomas 
Gonzales  and  gen.  Carmoma,  two  generals,  Sine- 
vas,  col.  Gonzales  and  others  for  the  provinces. 
Panama  will  separate  from  the  rest  of  New  Gra- 
nada. [ Balt . American. 

Buenos  Ayres.  Buenos  Ayres  papers  to  the  lSlh 
December  have  been  received  by  the  editors  of  the 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Lavalle  had  been  again  defeatad  on  the  28th  of 
November,  by  the  forces  of  Oribe,  a friend  of  gen. 
Rosas,  having  some  1,500  men  killed.  All  his  in- 
fantry, artillery,  and  90  wagons  were  lost,  and  La- 
valle himself  escaped  with  only  four  companies,; 


abandoning  the  rest  of  his  army,  which  scarcely 
amounts  now  to  600  men. 

Another  unsuccessful. attempt  has  been  made  by 
the  Brazilian  government  to  compromise  matters 
with  the  insurgents  of  llio  Grande,  who  are  confi- 
dent in  their  own  strength,  and  will  make  no  com- 
promise which  does  not  secure  them  what  they  call 
their  rights. 

WEST  INDIES. 

From  Mayaguez.  A letter  dated  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary from  that  place  contains  the  following  ad- 
ditional information. 

The  entire  loss  by  the  fire  is  estimated  to  be  about 
two  and  a half  millions,  and  from  20  to  25,000  quin- 
tals of  coffee  had  been  consumed.  The  fear  that  a 
revolt  among  the  slaves  might  break  out,  is  at  pre- 
sent entirely  suppressed,  the  strictest  vigilance  be- 
ing observed  on  the  part  of  all  the  whites,  and  the 
confusion  is  not  by  any  means  as  great  at  present 
as  during  the  preceding  days.  The  governor  ge- 
neral is  expected  every  moment  to  arrive  from  the 
capital,  and  we  have  strong  hopes  that  he  will  forth- 
with take  steps  to  relieve  in  some  degree  the  suf- 
fering inhabitants  of  Mayagnez,  by  abolishing  for  a 
length  of  time  to  come  the  duties  for  our  port,  also 
the  assessments,  &c.  which  will  facilitate  them  soon 
to  rebuild  their  houses  and  to  recommence  business, 
in  which  for-  the  present  perfect  stagnation  is  creat- 
ed. Lumber  above  all  will  undoubtedly  enjoy  a 
brisk  demand  during  the  year,  and  vve  can  recom- 
mend our  friends  to  shipments  of  the  same,  and 
particularly  of  p.  p.  lumber.  In  the  expectation  of 
soon  being  able  to  give  you  a more  favorable  report 
of  affairs  in  general  here,  and  to  inform  you  like- 
wise of  the  revival  of  business  with  us,  we  remain, 
fkc. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  president  Van  Buren,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  conserd  of  the  senate.  Phi- 
lemon Dickerson,  to  be  judge  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  place  of  Mah- 
lon  Dickerson,  resigned. 

Peter  V.  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  to  be  one  of  the  as- 
sociate justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  place  of  Philip  P.  Barbour,  deceased. 

John  Y.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  to  be  judge  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia, 
in  the  place  of  Peter  V.  Daniel. 

John  F.  Kaekler,  to  be  collector  of  (he  customs 
for  the  district  of  St.  Marks,  in  the  territory  of  Flo- 
rida, vice  Francis  S.  Beattie,  removed. 

The  new  cabinet.  We  learn  from  Washing- 
ton that  the  nominations  of  the  members  of  the  new 
cabinet,  made  by  president  Harrison,  to  the  U.  S. 
senate,  have  all  been  confirmed  by'  that  body.  The 
cabinet  therefore  is  thus  composed: 

Secretary  of  state — Daniel  Webster,  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury — Thomas  Ewing,  of 
the  state  of  Ohio. 

Secretary  of  war — John  Bell,  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee. 

Secretary  of  the  navy—  George  E.  Bad'ier,  of 
the  slate  of  North  Carolina. 

Postmaster  genera! — Francis  Granger,  of  the 
state  of  New  York. 

Attorney  general — J.  J.  Ctittenden,  of  the  state 
of  Kentucky. 

The  inauguration.  From  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer. The  consummation  of  the  great  political 
contest  which  terminated  in  the  election  of  nene- 
ral  Harrison  as  president  of  the  United  States°took 
place  yesterday,  the  gloiious  fourth  of  March,  by 
the  inauguration  of  the  president  at  the  capitoi, 
preceded  by  the  installation  of  the  vice  president, 
in  the  presence  of  an  immense  multitude  of  citi- 
zens, who  had  travelled  from  all  parts  of  the  union 
to  witness  the  imposing  and  interesting  solemnities 
of  the  occasion. 

For  several  days  previously,  the  metropolis  of 
the  nations  had  been  gradually  filling  with  visiters 
from  the  more  distant  states  of  the  union.  Yester- 
day and  the  day  previously,  the  contiguous  coun- 
ties of  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore poured  in  vast  multitudes  and  parties  of 
eager  citizens,  who  travelled  on  in  various  ways, 
by  land  and  water,  on  foot,  in  carriages,  or  in  boats, 
to  witness  the  inauguration  of  their  beloved  chief. 

It  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  that  we  shall 
lay  before  the  public  a very  detailed  or  accurate 
account  of  yesterday’s  interesting  proceedings  and 
ceremonies.  To  satisfy,  however,  the  demand  for 
an  early  notice,  we  present  the  following  sketches 
of  the  scenes  and  incidents  of  the  day: 

The  morning.  Early  in  the  morning,  long  be- 
fore sun-rise,  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  cars  and  the 
trampling  of  feet  along  Pennsylvania  avenue  to- 
wards the  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  gave  notice 


that  our  number  of  visitors  was  greatly  increas- 
ing, and  that  the  auspicious  day  of  the  inaugura- 
tion had  arrived.  The  morning  broke  somewhat 
cloudily',  and  the  horizon  seemed  rather  to  betoken 
snow  or  rain.  At  sun-rise  a salute  of  twenty-six 
guns  was  fired  from  the  mall,  south  of  their  gun 
room,  by  a party  of  the  Columbia  artillerists,  act- 
ing under  the  command  of  captain  Buckingham. 
Soon  after  the  firing  of  these  guns,  the  entire  body, 
apparently,  of  our  citizens  and  numerous  visiters, 
roused  from  their  slumbers,  thronged  the  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  and  our  principal  streets,  and  gave  to 
(hem  a very  animated  and  lively  appearance;  the 
throng  continuing  to  increase  until  eight  o’clock, 
when  the  various  delegations,  military  companies, 
Tippecanoe  chibs,  associations  and  citizens  assem- 
bled at  their  respective  posts. 

The  procession.  Soon  after  ten  o’clock  the  pro- 
cession moved  from  the  head  of  Four-and-a-half 
street;  when  a salute  of  three  guns  announced 
their  march  towards  the  quarters  of  the  president 
elect.  Having  there  received  general  Harrison, 
attended  by  his  personal  friends,  the  procession 
moved  on  from  the  quarters  of  the  president  elect, 
up  E street  to  11th  street,  up  1 1th  street  to  F street, 
up  F street  to  15th  street,  down  151  h street  to  Penn- 
sylvania avenue,  down  Pennsylvania  avenue  to  the 
south  gate  of  the  eastern  yard  of  the  capitoi,  ex- 
actly as  laid  down  in  the  programme. 

Occupying  a favorable  position  in  front  of 
Brown’s  hotel,  we  noticed  the  procession  as  it  pass- 
ed along  the  most  public  part  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue  to  the  capitoi.  The  scene  was  highly  in- 
teresting and  imposing.  The  ladies  every  where, 
from  the  windows  on  each  side  of  the  avenue, 
waved  their  handkerchiefs  or  hands  in  token  of 
their  kind  feelings,  and  general  Harrison  return- 
ed their  smiles  and  greetings  with  repeated  bows. 

The  enthusiastic  cheers  of  the  citizens  who  mov- 
ed in  the  procession  were,  with  equal  enthusiasm, 
responded  to  by  thousands  of  citizen  spectators 
who  lined  Pennsylvania  avenue,  or  appeared  at  the 
side  windows,  in  the  numerous  balconies,  on  the 
tops  of  houses,  or  on  other  elevated  stands.  At 
the  head  of  the  procession  was  the  chief  marshal, 
who  was  mounted  on  a fine  hoi>e,  suitably  capari- 
soned; as  also  were  his  two  aids. 

The  military  portion  of  the  procession  was  re- 
markably fine  and  soldier-like.  Much  of  this,  no 
doubt,  was  owing  to  major  Frilz,  of  the  Philadel- 
phia National  Grays,  whose  company  and  excellent 
band  of  music  were  objects  of  particular  notice  and 
admiration.  The  military  marched  along  in  the 
following  order: 

1.  The  Potomac  Dragoons,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Mason,  a fine  body  of  cavalry,  consisting 
chiefly  of  citizen  soldiers  from  Georgetown.  We 
never  saw  the  Potomac  Dragoons  torn  out  so  well, 
or  appear  to  so  great  advantage. 

2.  The  Columbia  Artillerists,  commanded  by 
captain  Buckingham.  Their  revolutionary  cos- 
tume. venerable  appearance,  and  precise  move- 
ments, as  they  marched  along,  with  their  two 
field  pieces,  gained  them  great  credit. 

3.  The  National  Greys,  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
manded by  major  Fritz,  a fine  body  of  men,  well 
disciplined  and  soldier  like  in  all  their  movements. 

-1.  The  Washington  Light  Infantry,  commanded 
by  captain  France,  a full  company,  numbering 
about  eighty  muskets,  all  well  uniformed,  and 
showing  to  more  advantage  than  on  any  former  oc- 
casion. 

5.  The  National  Blues,  commanded  by  captain 
Middleton,  marching  well,  and  also  making  a sol- 
dier-like appearance. 

After  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  fought  under 
general  Harrison  came, 

The  president  elect,  mounted  on  a white  charger, 
and  accompanied  by  his  suite  of  personal  friends. 

On  his  right  were  seven  citizen  marshals;  on  Lis 
left  were  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  his  four  aids. 

Then  followed,  in  the  order  of  the  programme, 
the  delegates  of  the  young  men’s  convention,  held 
at  Baltimore,  May  4,  1S40.  The  delegates  bore 
along  with  them  in  the  procession  some  very  hand- 
some banners;  as  did  also  the  citizens  of  each  state 
and  territory,  as  they  appeared  with  the  respective 
Tippecanoe  clubs  and  associations.  Among  the 
banners  which  seemed  to  attract  very  particular 
notice  was  a very  large  one  from  Cayuga  county. 
New  York,  representing  gen.  Harrison  in  mili- 
tary costume  on  horseback.  Several  other  very 
handsome  banners,  having  patriotic  and  suitable 
mottoes,  appeared  with  the  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama  delegations,  and  with  the  delegation  from 
Prince  George’s  county,  Maryland.  From  the  lat- 
ter county  the  delegation  was  very  numerous  and 
spirited.  Besides  their  handsome  and  appropriate 
banner,  there  was  exhibited  a vehicle  drawn  by  six 
splendid  white  horses,  all  suitable  caparisoned, 
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and  bearing  bells,  containing  weaving  apparatus, 
&c.  with  the  operatives  working  therewitii  as  they 
moved  in  the  piocession.  This  curious  and  inte- 
resting machinery,  which  was  furnished  and  direct- 
ed by  Mr.  Capron,  of  the  Laurel  Factory,  Maryland, 
attracted  unusual  notice.  Along  with  the  Prince 
George’s  delegation  was  also  seen  a large  log  cabin, 
(the  emblem  of  a sturdy  yeomanry )j  drawn  by 
horses;  the  sides  of  the  cabin  had  suitable  mottoes 
and  inscriptions.  On  its  roof  were  numerous  white 
flag3,  bearing  the  names  of  the  several  states  that 
voted  in  favor  of  gen.  Harrison. 

The  Virginia  delegations  were  also  remarkable 
for  their  numbers,  fine  appearance,  and  handsome 
banners.  The  delegation  from  Loudon  county  had 
a good  band  of  music  with  them.  The  delegation 
from  Winchester  was  very  numerous,  and  had  also 
a band  of  music. 

The  corporations  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 
the  Tippecanoe  clubs,  and  the  citizens  of  both 
places,  turned  out  in  great  numbers  and  with  suita- 
ble distinctions,  banners  and  mottoes.  Not  the  least 
interesting  part  of  the  procession  from  Georgetown 
was  the  long  line  ot  Georgetown  college  students, 
who  appeared  in  the  college  uniform,  with  their 
faculty,  bearing  a handsome  white  silk  banner,  rep- 
resenting, with  various  mottoes,  a golden  eagle 
with  extended  wings. 

Approaching  the  capitol.  The  approaches  to  the 
capitol  presented  a scene  to  gratily  tiie  eye  of  a 
painter,  while  it  swelled  the  patriot’s  heart.  The 
thronging  crowds,  the  groups,  the  solitary  foot-pas- 
senger— and  then  the  stately  coach,  with  its  freight 
of  fashion  and  beaut}' — all  eager,  all  animated,  all  in 
conversation,  and  some  in  song — all  pressing  on- 
ward towaid  one  central  point,  told  of  the  deep,  the 
universal,  the  heart-stirring  interest  felt  by  the  peo- 
ple in  the  people’s  friend.  Here  might  be 
seen  a little  fellow  of  seven  or  eight,  his  chubby 
cheeks  rosy  with  joy,  his  bright  eye  sparkling  with 
the  bustle  and  gladness  of  so  novel  a scene,  waiv- 
ing proudly  over  his  head  a little  banner,  purchased 
probably  by  the  savings  of  his  pocket  money  for 
many  days,  on  which,  as  the  wind  sported  with  it, 
was  turned  out  to  view  a “log  cabin,”  or  the  “hero 
of  Tippecanoe.”  There  was  a group  of  black  la- 
borers, tricked  out  in  all  their  Sunday  finery,  with 
saucer  eyes,  staring  at  the  bright  figures  which  pas- 
sed them,  or  gazing  at  the  horse  of  some  young  ap- 
prentice, carrioling  along  the  avenue,  at  once  to  the 
glory  and  manifest  danger  of  his  rider.  There 
hurried  along  a marshal  of  the  day,  with  his  rose 
of  purple,  and  his  yellc.v  scarf,  conscious  apparent- 
ly, of  the  dignity  of  his  station.  Here  strode  on 
some  military  officer,  glittering  in  blue  and  gold, 
and  feeling  all  the  prouder  to  think  that  a soldier, 
as  well  as  a patriot,  was  to-day  to  assume  the  su- 
preme seat  of  dignity  in  the  republic.  The  ladies, 
too,  (God  bless  them)!  (he  ladies  shared,  fully,  in 
the  excitement  of  the  hour:  their  eyes  glancing, 
their  cheeks  glowing,  and  their  tongues  (lor  ladies 
have  such  things)  were  in  rapid  and  harmonious 
motion.  Every  thing  was  in  its  best  bib  and  tucker. 
Every  thing  you  met,  every  thing  you  saw,  seemed 
to  cry  out,  “this  is  the  long- waited,  the  long  wished- 
for  day  of  the  inauguration!” 

At  the  capitol.  In  the  senate  chamber,  though 
reserved  lor  the  privileged  persons,  there  was  a 
crowd  at  an  early  hour.  Long,  long  before  any  thing 
official  was  to  be  seen  or  heard,  the  ladies’  circular 
gallery  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  gentlemen's  gallery 
on  the  other,  were  filled  to  oveiflowiug.  What  eager 
looks,  what  rich  and  lustrous  shawls,  what  waiving 
handkerchiefs,  what  fluttering  fans  were  there  to 
be  seen!  Nods  of  recognition,  smiles  of  pleasure, 
peering  looks  of  eager  curiosity  every  where  met 
the  eye.  When  some  full  uniformed  officer  of  the 
army  or  navy  entered  the  hall,  with  his  straw  color- 
ed plumes  and  his  massive  epaulettes,  what  a 
craning  out  of  snowy  necks,  what  an  exchange  of 
inquiries,  what  looks  of  awakened  interest  pervad- 
ed the  circle!  Scott  and  Gaines,  Macomb  and 
Jones  and  Wool,  presented  a brilliant  group,  cal- 
ling up  associations  connected  with  our  past  days 
of  triumph;  while  on  the  opposite  side  might  be 
seen  a civil  group  of  no  less  interest,  embracing 
the  nominated  members  of  the  new  cabinet,  in 
spiring  auguries  not  less  cheering  of  future  prospe- 
rity and  glory. 

The  senate  (convened  by  the  president  in  extra 
session)  having  becif  called  to  order  by  the  secreta- 
ry, the  oath  ol  office  was,  by  order  of  the  senate- 
administered  by  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  King,  of  Alaba- 
ma, (on  his  re-election  for  a new  term),  who  was 
then  unanimously  re-elected  president  pro  tempore 
of  that  body. 

Mr.  King  thereupon  took  the  chair  of  the  se- 
nate. 

The  diplomatic  corps  now  entered  the  hall, 
and  assumed  the  seats  provided  for  them  in  front, 
and  on  the  left  of  the  chair.  A most  biilliant  ap- 


pearance they  made,  decorated,  as  they  were,  not 
only  with  the  insignia  of  their  various  orders,  but 
half  covered  with  the  richest  embroidery  in  silver 
and  in  gold.  Had  this  group  of  distinguished  per- 
sonages, however,  been  stripped  of  all  external  de- 
signations, the  eye  of  the  most  casual  observer  could 
not  have  failed  instantly  to  recognise  the  marked 
difference  which  distinguished  <hein  from  us,  as  fo 
reigners.  Cuvier  might,  very  possibly,  have  told, 
from  their  heads  alone,  the  different  nations  from 
which  they  came. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  chair  appeared,  soon 
after,  in  the  strongest  contrast,  the  array  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  in  their  black  robes, 
with  their  grave,  intellectual,  reflecting  counte- 
nances. There  was  a simple,  quiet,  unpretending 
air  about  this  body  of  highly  dignified  men  to  which 
outward  adornments  would  have  added  nothing  but 
an  alloy. 

The  late  vice  president  and  the  vice  presi 
dent  elect  became  the  next  objects  of  notice. — 
They  advanced  together  to  the  steps  of  the  presi- 
dent’s chair,  when  Mr.  Tyler,  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  presiding  officer,  took  the  oath  of 
office,  and  then  ascending  to  the  chair,  which  had 
been  vacated  for  his  reception  by  Mr.  King,  deli- 
vered, with  much  grace,  dignity  and  self-posses- 
sion, an  address  to  the  senate  of  moderate  length, 
marked  by  modesty,  propriety  and  sound  sense;  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this 
paper. 

The  new  senators  were  then  successively  sworn 
in,  and  took  their  seats. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  12  o’clock,  the  warning- 
note  was  heard  from  the  table  of  the  vice  presi- 
dent, when  gen.  Harrison  entered  and  took  the 
seat  prepared  for  him  in  front  of  the  secretary’s  ta- 
ble. He  looked  cheerful  but  composed:  bis  bodily 
health  w-as  manifestly  perfect:  there  was  an  alert- 
ness in  his  movement  which  is  quite  astonishing, 
considering  his  advanced  age,  the  multiplied  hard- 
ships through  which  his  frame  has  passed,  and  tile 
futigues  he  has  lately  undergone. 

After  he  had  retained  his  seat  for  a few  minutes, 
preparations  were  made  for  forming  the  line  of 
procession  to  the  platform  prepared  for  the  cere- 
mony of  the  inauguration,  erected  over  the  front 
steps  of  the  portico  of  the  east  front  of  the  capitol. 
The  procession  was  in  the  prescribed  order,  as 
yesterday  announced  by  authority  of  the  committee 
of  the  senate. 

It  w-as  not  without  great  difficulty  and  very  se- 
vere pressure  that  the  body  of  citizens  who  follow- 
ed and  accompanied  this  train  passed  out  of  the 
east  door  of  the  rotunda;  and  the  inadequate  and 
disproportionate  size  of  that  entrance  (always  a 
defect  at  least,  if  not  a deformity)  was  never  more 
sensibly  manifested.  Some  ladies  suffered  severely 
in  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,  but  no  serious  acci- 
dent is  known  to  have  occurred. 

On  the  platform,  seats  bad  been  provided  for  the 
president  and  the  chief  justice,  who  were 
placed  immediately  in  front.  On  their  right,  seats 
were  assigned  to  the  diplomatic  corps  Behind  sat 
members  of  both  houses  of  congress,  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  many  distinguished  characters 
now  assembled  in  the  city,  intermingled  with  a 
great  company  of  ladies,  who  occupied  not  only 
the  steps  in  the  rear  of  the  platform,  but  both  the 
broad  abutments  of  stone  which  support  the  steps 
on  either  side.  Temporary  balustrades  had  been 
placed  around  those  exposed  spaces,  without  which 
they  would  have  been  a very  unsafe  station,  more 
especially  for  females. 

But  the  sight  which  attracted  and  arrested  and 
filled  Ihe  eye  of  all  those  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  get  a favorable  post  of  observation  from 
which  to  witness  (he  scene  was  the  people. 
There  they  stood,  and  had  stood  for  hours,  in  a so- 
lid, dense  mass,  variously  estimated  to  contain  (in 
the  space  before  the  capitol  and  extending  back 
some  distance  into  the  open  square)  from  thirty  to 
fifty,  and  even  sixty  thousand.  Happy  w-as  the 
man  who  could  climb  upon  railing,  or  post,  or  pil- 
lar, to  obtain  a better  sight  of  the  expected  object. 
AH  such  places  were  filled,  piled  up,  with  clinging 

occupant::;  oomt1  aceondert  the  trees  in  the  square, 
whose  branches,  in  their  present  denuded  condition, 
afforded  an  unobstructed  prospect.  On  the  verge 
of  the  crowd  were  drawn  up  carriages,  filled  with 
the  gentler  sex:  while  here  and  there  peered  up  a 
standard  bearing  a pacific  banner,  or  the  stand  of 
colors  of  some  volunteer  company. 

While  patiently  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the 
president,  this  mass  of  heads  resembled  some  placid 
lake,  not  in  a perfect  calm,  but  gently  rippled  by  a 
passing  breeze,  its  waters  in  perpetual  but  gentle 
motion;  but  the  instant  lie  was  seen  advancing  from 
the  capitol,  it  suddenly  resembled  that  same  lake 
when  a blast  from  the  mountain  has  descended 
upon  it,  thrown  it  into  tumultuous  agitation,  and 


“lifted  up  its  hands  on  high.”  A deafening  shout 
went  lip  from  the  glad  hearts  and  exulting  voices  of 
an  emancipated  people.  It  sung  welcome  to  the 
man  whom  the  people  delight  to  honor,  and  must 
have  met,  with  overwhelming  power,  the  throb- 
bings  of  his  own  bosom. 

When  the  uproar  had  subsided,  it  was  succeeded 
by  the  deep  stillness  of  expectation,  and  the  new 
president  forthwith  proceeded  to  read,  in  accents 
loud  and  clear,  his  address  to  the  nation.  Of  the 
character  of  this  paper  we  forbear  now  to  speak, 
reserving  what  we  have  to  say  respecting  it 
to  a more  leisure  moment.  In  its  delivery,  the 
voice  of  general  Harrison  never  flagged,  but  to 
the  end  retained  its  full  and  commanding  tone.  As 
he  touched  on  successive  topics  lying  near  the 
heart  of  the  people,  their  sympathy  with  his  senti- 
ments was  manifested  by  shouts  which  broke  forth 
involuntarily  from  time  to  time;  and,  when  the 
reading  of  the  address  was  concluded,  they  were  re- 
newed and  prolonged  without  restraint. 

Previous  to  delivering  the  closing  sentences  of 
the  address,  the  oath  of  office,  tendered  by  the 
chief  justice,  was  taken  by  the  president,  in 
tones  loud,  distinct  and  solemn,  manifesting  a due 
and  a deep  impression  of  the  importance  of  the  act: 
after  which,  the  president  pronounced  the  re- 
maining passage  of  his  address. 

The  pealing  cannon  then  announced  to  the  coun- 
try that  it  had  a new  chief  magistrate.  The 
procession  was  again  formed;  and,  setting  out  from 
the  capitol,  proceeded  along  Pennsylvania  avenue 
to  the  mansion  of  the  president,  cheered  throughout 
the  whole  route  as  gen.  Harrison  passed,  by  the 
immense  crowds  on  foot  which  lined  the  avenue, 
and  the  hardly  less  numerous  assembly  of  females 
who  filled  the  doors  and  windows  along  the  whole 
route. 

At  the  president’s  house.  Nearly  the  whole  throng 
of  visiters  accompanied  the  president  to  his  new 
abode,  and  as  many  as  possible  entered  and  paid 
their  personal  respects  to  him.  The  whole  build- 
ing, however,  could  hardly  contain  a fortieth  part 
of  them;  so  that  very  many  were  unable  to  obtain 
admission  at  all.  A popular  president  will  on  such 
an  occasion  always  be  surrounded  by  more  friends 
than  it  is  possible  for  him  to  receive  and  recognise 
otherwise  than  in  masses. 

The  close  of  the  day  was  marked  by  the  repeti- 
tion of  salutes  from  the  artillery,  the  whole  city  be- 
ing yet  alive  with  a population  of  strangers  and 
residents,  whom  the  mildness  of  the  season  invited 
into  the  open  air. 

In  the  evening  the  several  ball  rooms  and  places 
of  amusement  were  filled  with  crow-ds  of  gentle- 
men and  ladies  attracted  to  this  city  by  the  novelty 
and  interest  of  the  great  occasion.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening,  the  president  of  the  U.  States  paid 
a short  visit  to  each  of  the  assemblies  held  in  honor 
of  the  inauguration,  and  was  received  with  the 
warmest  demonstrations  of  attachment  and  respect. 

The  end  oj  the  day  was  marked,  as  its  progress 
from  the  early  morning  hour  had  been,  by  quiet 
and  order,  not  only  remarkable  but  astonishing, 
considering  the  vast  crowd  of  persons,  the  excite- 
ment oflhe  occasion,  and  the  temptations  which  it 
offered  to  undue  exhilaration.  No  accident  or  in- 
cident whatever  occured,  so  far  as  we  have  heard, 
to  leave  a pain  or  pang  behind  it,  or  to  mar  the  gra- 
tification of  the  multitude  of  those  who  rejoiced  in 
their  hearts  that  they  tiad  lived  long  enough  to  see 
this  day. 

Vice  president  Tyler.  In  the  U.  S.  senate, 
on  the  4th  instant,  the  vice  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  and  assum- 
ed his  place  as  president  of  (lie  senate,  delivered  the 
following  address: 

Senators:  Called  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  I cannot 
withhold  the  expression  of  the  high  estimate  I 
place  on  the  honor  which  they  have  conferred  upon 
me.  To  occupy  the  seat  which  has  been  filled  and 
adorned — to  say  nothing  of  my  more  immediate  pre- 
decessors— by  an  Adams,  a Jefferson,  a Gerry,  a 
Clinton,  and  a Tompkins — names  that,  although 
belonging  to  the  dead,  still  live  in  the  recollection 
of  a grateful  country — is  an  honor  of  which  any 
may  would  have  just  cause  to  be  proud.  But  this 
honor  is  greatly  augmented  by  the  consideration  of 
the  true  character  of  this  body — by  the  high  order 
of  moral  and  intellectual  power  which  has  distin- 
guished it  in  all  past  time,  and  which  still  distin- 
guishes it — by  the  dignity  which  has,  for  the  most 
part  marked  its  proceedings,  and,  above  all,  by  ths 
important  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  it  un- 
der the  constitution.  Here  are  to  be  found  the  im- 
mediate representatives  of  the  states,  by  whose 
sovereign  will  the  government  has  been  spoken  into 
existence.  Here  exists  that  perfect  equality  among 
the  members  of  this  confederacy  which  gives  to  the 
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smallest  state  in  the  union  a voice  as  potential  as 
that  of  the  largest. 

To  this  body  is  committed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  trust  of  guarding  and  protecting  the  institutions 
handed  down  to  us  from  our  fathers,  as  well  against 
the  waves  of  popular  and  rash  impulses  on  the  one 
hand,  as  against  attempts  at  executive  encroach- 
ment on  the  other.  It  may  properly  be  regarded  as 
holding  the  balance  in  which  are  weighed  the  pow- 
ers conceded  to  this  government,  and  the  rights  re- 
served to  the  states  and  to  the  people.  It  is  its  pro- 
vince to  concede  what  has  been  granted — to  with- 
hold what  has  been  denied — thus,  in  all  its  features, 
exhibiting  a true  type  of  the  glorious  confederacy 
under  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  live.  Should  the 
spirit  of  faction — that  destructive  spirit  which  reck- 
lessly walks  over  prostrate  rights,  and  tramples 
laws  and  constitutions  in  the  dust — ever  find  an 
abiding  place  within  this  hall,  then  indeed  will  a 
sentence  of  condemnation  be  issued  against  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  this  people,  and  their  poli- 
tical institutions  be  made  to  topple  to  their  founda- 
tions. But  while  this  body  shall  continue  to  be 
what,  by  its  framers,  it  was  designed  to  be,  delibera- 
tive in  its  character,  unbiased  in  its  course,  and  in- 
dependent in  its  action,  then  may  liberty  be  re- 
garded as  entrenched  in  safety  behind  the  sacred 
ramparts  of  the  constitution. 

While  I occupy  this  chair,  senators,  I shall  have 
frequent  occasion  to  invoke  your  indulgence  for  my 
defects,  and  your  charity  for  my  errors.  I am  but 
little  skilled  in  parliamentary  law,  and  have  been 
unused  to  preside  over  deliberative  assemblies.  All 
that  I can  urge  in  excuse  of  my  defects  is,  that  I 
bring  with  me  to  this  chair  an  earnest  wish  to  dis- 
charge properly  its  duties,  and  a fixed  determina- 
tion to  preside  over  your  deliberations  with  entire 
impartiality. 

Diplomatic  coup.tesy.  On  the  27th  ult.  at  3 
o’clock,  p.  m.  in  accordance  with  previous  arrange- 
ment, the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  accre- 
dited to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  wait- 
ed upon  the  president  to  present  their  united  and 
official  respects,  on  his  approaching  retirement  from 
office. 

Mr.  Fox,  as  the  senior  of  the  diplomatic  body,  de- 
livered an  address  in  their  name  to  the  president, 
which,  with  the  reply,  we  publish  below. 

[Globe. 

Mr.  Fox’s  address. 

Sir:  I have  have  the  honor  to  address  you  in  the 
name  of  the  diplomatic  body  accredited  to  the  U. 
States  of  America.  We  are  anxious,  sir,  to  ex- 
press to  you  the  high  respect  arid  esteem  which  we 
entertain  for  your  character,  as  well  as  the  gratitude 
that  we  feel  personally  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
we  have  always  received  at  your  hands.  We  shall 
all  remember  with  satisfaction  the  period  during 
which  our  respective  public  duties  have  placed  us 
in  communication  with  your  government;  and  in 
now  taking  leave  of  you  officially,  we  beg  to  be  al- 
lowed to  assure  you  of  the  sincere  interest  we  shall 
ever  feel  for  the  continued  welfare  and  happiness  of 
yourself  and  of  your  family. 

The  president’s  reply. 

I reciprocate,  sir,  cordially,  the  expressions  of  the 
respect  and  esteem  which  you  have  made  to  me  in 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  body  ac- 
credited to  this  government. 

I would  have  regretted  deeply  the  occurrence  of 
a single  circumstance  in  our  official  intercourse 
to  interrupt  those  relations  of  mutual  respect  and 
personal  kindness,  the  maintenance  of  which  be- 
tween public  functionaries  is  always  agreeable, 
and  which  seldom  fails  to  exercise  a salutary  in- 
fluence upon  the  transaction  of  public  business. 
Your  obliging  expressions  have  satisfied  me  that 
my  utmost  wishes  in  this  regard  have  been  fully 
realized,  and  I derive  great  pleasure  from  the  con- 
viction. 

The  members  of  the  diplomatic  body  will  please 
accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  in- 
terest they  take  in  the  future  happiness  of  myself 
and  family;  and  I beg  them  to  be  assured  that  I 
will  always  cherish  a lively  solicitude  for  their  in- 
dividual welfare,  and  for  the  welfare  of  those  whose 
happiness  is  dependent  upon  theirs. 

Presentation  of  foreign  ministers.  The 
members  of  the  diplomatic  body,  now'  in  Washing- 
ton, and  accredited  to  the  government  of  the  U. 
States,  were  received  by  the  president  ori  the  9th 
inst.  at  2 o’clock.  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  on 
being  presented  by  the  secretary  of  state,  made  to 
the  president  the  following  address: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  address  you  in  the  name 
of  the  diplomatic  body  accredited  to  the  United 
States  of'  America.  We  hasten,  sir,  to  congratulate 
you  upon  your  accession  to  the  high  office  of  pre- 
sident of  this  republic,  which  the  confidence  of  your 


fellow  citizens  has  conferred  upon  you.  We  speak 
the  true  sentiments  of  our  respective  govern- 
ments and  countries,  in  offering  this  testimony  of 
regard  and  respect  for  your  person  and  for  your  sta- 
tion. We  rejoice,  sir,  to  have  heard  from  your 
own  lips,  in  your  inaugural  address,  the  declaration 
of  a virtuous  desire  to  promote  the  relations  of  na- 
tional friendship  and  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  powers;  and  we  are  happy  to  re- 
cognise, in  your  personal  character  and  qualities, 
(he  strongest  assurance  that  the  efforts  of  your  go- 
vernment will  be  faithfully  directed  to  accomplish  so 
wise  and  noble  a purpose. 

To  this  address  the  president  of  the  United  States 
made  the  following  reply: 

Sir:  I receive  with  great  pleasure  the  congratu- 
lations you  have  been  pleased  to  offer  me  in  the 
name  of  the  distinguished  diplomatic  body  now'  pre- 
sent, the  representatives  of  the  most  powerful  and 
polished  nations  with  whom  the  republic  which  has 
honored  me  with  the  office  of  its  chief  magistrate 
has  the  most  intimate  relations — relations  which  I 
trust  no  sinister  event  will,  for  ages,  interrupt. 

The  sentiments  contained  in  my  late  address  to 
my  fellow  citizens,  and  to  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  advert,  are  those  which  will  continue  to 
govern  my  conduct  through  the  whole  course  of  my 
administration.  Lately  one  of  the  people,  the  un- 
disputed sovereigns  of  the  country,  and  comingim- 
mediately  from  amongst  them,  I am  enabled,  with 
confidence,  to  say  that  in  thus  acting  I shall  be  sus- 
tained by  their  undivided  approbation. 

I beg  leave  to  add,  sir,  that  both  from  dot3'  and 
inclination  1 shall  omit  nothing  in  my  power  to  con- 
tribute to  your  own  personal  happiness  and  that  of 
the  friends  whom,  on  this  occasion,  you  represent, 
as  long  as  you  may  continue  amongst  us. 

The  other  ministers,  with  their  secretaries,  and 
the  persons  attached  to  their  respective  missions, 
were  then  successive!}'  presented  to  the  president. 
The  minister  of  Russia,  we  learn,  was  prevented 
from  being  present,  by  indisposition,  which,  we  are 
happy  to  be  able  to  say,  is  not  serious. 

Collector  of  N.  York.  The  National  Intel- 
ligencer states  that  in  the  senate  on  the  27th  ult.  in 
executive  session,  a new  collector  was  nominated 
and  appointed  for  the  city  and  district  of  New 
York.  It  appears  that  Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  resigned, 
and  that  John  J.  Morgan,  esq.  was,  on  Saturday, 
nominated  and  confirmed  in  his  stead.  [Mr.  Mor- 
gan is  a gentleman  of  highly  respectable  character, 
well  known  here  from  his  having  served  at  two 
different  periods,  at  long  intervals,  as  a member  of 
congress  from  the  city  of  New  York].  The  fol- 
lowing article  in  the  N.  York  Times,  of  Friday 
last,  may,  perhaps,  explain  some  of  the  causes  of 
this  extraordinary  movement: 

“ The  collector.  There  have  been  whispers  in 
Wail  street  for  some  days  past  of  a defalcation  in 
the  custom  house.  Whether  the  circumstances 
warrant  the  use  of  the  word  defalcation,  we  cannot 
say;  but  certain  it  is  that  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector, 
retains  in  his  hands  a large  amount  of  money,  the 
produce  of  seizures  and  of  fees,  which  he  refuses 
to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  government.  A cor- 
respondence is  said  to  have  taken  place  between 
the  collector  and  the  president,  the  result  of  which  is 
understood  to  be  a determination  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Hoyt  to  resign. 

“The  grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Hoyt  reserves  the 
money  in  question  are  variously  stated.  We  be- 
lieve, however,  that  he  claims  a portion  of  it  for 
extra  services,  and  as  fees  properly  accruing  to  the 
coilector,  under  unrepealed  portions  of  the  revenue 
law  of  1796,  and  another  portion  as  a fund  to  pro- 
tect himself  against  loss  in  case  certain  seizures, 
made  on  behalf  of  the  government,  should  be  de- 
cided to  be  illegal.  The  sum  total  retained  by  Mr. 
Hoyt  amounts,  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  to 
about  two  hundred  thousand,  dollars.” 

We  have  reason  to  know, says  the  N.  Y.  Ame- 
rican, that  there  is  a misunderstanding  between  the 
collector  of  this  port  and  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  treasury — as  to  certain  charges  made  by  the 
former  in  his  accounts. 

The  amount  in  dispute  Is  about  forty-one  thou- 
sand dollars — a portion  of  which  has  actually  been 
distributed  to  other  officers  entitled  to  their  shares 
of  forfeitures. 

The  collector  contends  that  the  usage  of  the 
treasury  and  the  law  are  in  his  favor:  ihe  account- 
ing officers,  stimulated  to  unwonted  zeal  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  former  remissness  in  the  Svvartwout 
case — insist  upon  a different  construction.  Hence 
the  difficulty.  There  is  no  pretence  of  defalcation, 
but  the  collector  wisely  and  justly  retains  the  mo- 
ney, subject  to  judicial  decision. 

The  New  York  Standard  contains  a correspon- 
dence between  Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector  of  the 
port,  and  the  hon,  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the 


treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  gross 
amount  in  dispute  between  the  government  and 
the  collector  is  $43,369  04. 

From  this  sum  certain  deductions  have  been 
made,  leaving  a nett  amount  of  $30,519  83,  for 
which  a suit  has  been  commenced  against  Mr.  Hoyt 
by  order  of  the  government. 

We  publish  three  of  the  letters  which  will  ex- 
plain the  whole  matter,  so  far  as  it  is  explained  by 
this  correspondence. 

U.  S.  district  attorney’s  office,  N.  York,  Feb.  25, 1841. 

Sir : In  connection  with  the  suit  commenced 
against  you  and  your  sureties,  by  the  United  States, 
on  your  official  bond,  and  of  which  you  have  doubt- 
less received  notice  by  the  service  of  the  process 
issued  therein.  I have  been  instructed  by  the  so- 
licitor of  the  treasury,  pursuant  to  the  special  di- 
rection of  the  president  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, to  require  you  either  to  pay  into  court  or  to 
place  in  some  safe  deposite  in  trust,  to  abide  the 
event  of  the  suit,  the  amount  of  the  disputed 
chargps  in  your  accounts,  as  lately  audited  by  the 
accounting  officers;  this  requisition,  however,  not 
extending  to  certain  disputed  duties  on  forfeited 
goods,  nor  to  the  item  of  $1,350  90,  for  official  ex- 
penses of  markers. 

The  gross  amount  of  the  disputed  items  in  your 
accounts,  as  stated  in  the  documents  received  by 
me  from  the  department,  is  $43,369  04 

From  this  sum  deduct 

1.  Amount  of  disputed  du- 

ties on  forfeited  goods,  as 
also  appears  from  those 
documents,  $11,498  31 

2.  Official  expenses  ofmar- 

kers,  1,350  90 

$12,849  21 


$30,519  83 

And  the  balance,  thirty  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  nineteen  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents,  is  the 
sum  which  I am  instructed  to  require  you  to  pay 
into  court,  or  deposite  in  trust  as  above  mentioned. 
This  requisition  I now  make;  and  beg  leave  to  ask 
to  it  youi  immediate  attention. 

Be  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this 
letter — and  to  inform  me  whether  the  requisition  it 
contains  will  be  complied  with,  and  if  so,  which  of 
the  forms  suggested,  you  propose  to  adopt.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Signed,  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  district  attorney . 

To  Jesse  Hoyt,  collector  of  the  port  of  N.  York. 

Custom  house,  New  York,  Feb.  2 Gih,  1841. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  came  to  me 
at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  that  I had  not  the  op- 
portunity to  reply  to  it  then;  nor  have  I had  the 
leisure  to  do  so  till  this  moment.  You  state  sub- 
stantially that,  “in  connection  with  the  suit  com- 
menced against  me  and  my  sureties  by  the  United 
States  on  my  official  bond,  and  of  which  I had 
doubtless  received  notice,  by  the  service  of  the 
process  issued,  that  you  had  been  instructed,  by 
the  special  direction  of  the  president  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  to  require  me  either  to  pay 
into  court,  or  to  place  in  some  safe  deposite  in 
trust,  to  abide  the  event  of  the  suit,  the  amount  of 
disputed  charges  in  my  accounts,  as  lately  audited 
by  the  accounting  officers.”  The  amount  of  the 
deposite  required,  you  also  state  to  be  $30,519  S3. 

In  reply  to  this  requisition,  I have  to  say: 

1.  The  suit  you  refer  to  was  commenced  on  Sa- 
turday, the  20th  instant, of  which  I hail  notice  from 
the  marshal,  as  had  also  most  of  my  sureties  on  the 
bond.  I need  not  say  with  what  surprise  that  no- 
tice came  to  me,  for  you  will  probably  appreciate 
it,  when  I inform  you  that  my  correspondence  with 
the  treasury  department  had  not  closed,  when  the 
process  was  delivered  to  the  marshal;  and  ] should 
not,  but  for  that  proceeding,  consider  it  now  closed. 
It  is  then  quite  apparent  that,  by  the  legal  proceed- 
ing referred  to,  all  the  mischief  has  been  done  me, 
that  the  nature  of  the  case  was  susceptible  of  pro- 
ducing. 

2.  It  was  five  days  after  the  commencement  of 
the  suit  against  my  sureties,  that  you  called  upon 
me  to  deposite  the  sum  referred  to,  without  ex- 
plaining to  me  the  motive  for  such  a request. 

If  the  proposition  had  been  submitted,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  suit  against  the  sureties,  to 
make  the  deposite  for  the  eventual  security  of  the 
United  States  and  such  suit  had  it  been  confined, 
in  case  of  the  deposite,  to  me  alone,  with  the  view 
of  testing  the  legality  of  my  claim,  considerations 
would  then  have  entered  into  the  question  which 
cannot  now  arise. 

3.  As  the  object  of  calling  for  a deposite,  could  in 
any  view  I can  take  of  the  case,  have  only  been  for 
the  security  of  the  United  States,  and  as  they  had, 
before  making  such  a call,  very  unexpectedly  to 
me,  broken  off  the  correspondence,  and  elected  to 
resort  to  their  legal  rights  against  me  and  the  sure- 
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ties,  the  perfect  responsibility  of  whom  to  meet  the 
consequences  cannot  be  doubted,  I think  I ought 
to  leave  the  matter  in  the  position  the  United  States 
have  chosen  to  put  it.  By  which  I mean,  that,  un- 
der the  view's  I take  of  the  subject,  I decline  mak- 
ing the  deposite.  Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  J.  Hoyt,  collector. 
To  B.  F.  Butler,  esq.  U.  S.  district  attorney,  N.  Y. 

Treasury  department,  27 Ik  Feb.  1841. 

Sir:  I ain  instructed  by  the  president  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  accepted  your  resignation  of  the 
office  of  collector — to  take  effect  agreeable  to  its 
tenor,  on  your  being  duly  notified  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  your  successor. 

The  notice  will  be  given  to  you  by  that  succes- 
sor, soon  as  he  is  appointed  and  ready  to  enter  on 
the  duties  of  tiie  office.  Respectfully, 

(Signed)  Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector  of  New  York. 

ARMY. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  recruits  sailed  from  N. 
York  for  Savannah  a tew  days  since,  under  the  cots- 
mand  of  lieut.  William  Mock,  intended  as  a rein- 
forcement of  the  7th  regiment  of  infantry  in  Flo- 
rida. 

Florida.  The  Savannah  Republican  of  the  7th 
instant  supplies  the  following  intelligence,  in  a let- 
ter dated: 

Fort  Russell,  E.  F.  March  2 d,  1841. 

Gentlemen : I hasten  to  inform  you  ere  the  ex- 
press starts  for  Pilatka,  of  the  re-appearance  of  the 
Indians  this  evening  at  Orange  Creek,  within  three 
miles  of  this  fort.  Lieutenant  Albertis,  of  the  2d 
regiment  of  infantry,  who  was  detached  from  fort 
Russell  some  few  days  since  to  garrison  fort  Brooke, 
about  five  miles  distant,  was  startled  about  eleven 
o’clock  this  morning  by  hearing  the  wild  cry  of  the 
Indian  bandits  in  the  direction  of  fort  Russell, 
lairing  with  him  twenty-four  men  of  his  small 
command,  lieut.  A.  immediately  left  fort  Brooke, 
and  following  the  direction  of  the  cries,  encounter- 
ed the  Indians  in  force  at  Orange  Creek  hammock, 
only  three  miles  from  fort  Russell.  On  perceiving 
the  Indians,  lieutenant  Albertis  opened  a heavy  fire 
upon  them,  which  continued  for  an  hour;  but  as  the 
Indian  force  continued  to  increase,  numbering  about 
one  hundred,  and  lieutenant  Albertis  having  fired 
away  all  his  ammunition,  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
treat back  to  fort  Brooke,  bearing  with  him  five  of 
his  men  severely  wounded.  Having  deposited  the 
wounded  in  a block  house,  together  with  the  females 
of  the  post,  and  established  a guard  with  orders  to 
fight  or  die  should  tire  post  be  attacked  during  his 
absence,  lieutenant  Albertis  again  issued  forth  ac- 
companied by  only  seventeen  men,  with  the  deter- 
mination to  cut  his  way  through  the  Indians  in  order 
to  communicate  with  capt.  Baruum,  the  commander 
of  fort  Russell. 

On  arriving  once  more  at  Orange  creek,  the  In- 
dians emerged  fiom  the  hammock  and  oifered  lieut. 
Albertis  battle,  in  the  broad  pine  barren.  That  offi- 
cer, with  bravery  almost  unparallelled,  with  only  se-  j 
venteen  men,  again  fought  the  enemy  nearly  an 
hour,  and  at  times,  although  hemmed  in  by  him, 
made  his  way  through  the  whole  force  of  Alex 
Tustenuggee  to  the  post  of  Fort  Russell,  losing 
along  the  gauntlet  of  fire  only  one  man.  The  com- 
manding officer  of  Fort  Russell  immediately  left  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Our  wagons  have  aireadv 
brought  into  Fort  Russell,  2 killed — 1 corporal  and 
1 private — 6 wounded — 1 sergeant,  1 corporal  and 
4 privates — and  1 is  missing. 

Killed — Corporal  Lang,  company  G,  2d  infantry; 
private  Hook,  company  H,  2d  infantry. 

Wounded— Norman  Luke,  orderly  sergeant,  com- 
pany k,  2d  infantry;  corporal  Hanford,  company 
K.  privates  Holmes,  company  K;  Newton,  do.; 
Bowden,  do  ; McQnilling,  do. 

Missing — Private  Merrick. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  ascertained,  as 
the  Indian  warriors  were  seen  to  drag  off  their  dead 
and  wounded  as  fast  as  the)'  fell.  Yet  my  word  for 
it,  Alex.  Tustenuggee  at  the  head  of  his  hundred 
warriors,  while  contemplating  his  slain,  cherishes 
at  this  moment  feelings  most  bitter  against  lieut.  Al- 
bertis and  his  “seventeen  men.” 

P.  S.  No  Indian  news  from  Tampa.  The  In- 
dians come  in  have  not  yet  gone  west. 

THE  NAVY. 

^ Promotions,  by  and  with,  the  consent  of  the  senate. 
Lhe  following  named  passed  midshipmen  to  be 
lieutenants:  Robert  E.Hooe,  from  17th  Dee.  1840. 
James  M.  Lockert,  from  21st  December,  1840. — 
William  T.  Muse,  from  29th  December,  1840. 

Wrn.  H.  Brown,  Charles  Steedman,  William  L. 
Herndon,  John  P.  Parker,  John  F.  Borden,  James 
Alden,  jr.  Augustus  L.  Case,  Roger  Perry,  James 


W.  Revere,  Alexander  M.  Pennock.  B.  S.B.  Dar- 
lington, George  F.  Emmons,  Edward  Middleton, 
Montgomery  Lends,  George  M.  While,  William  S. 
Swann,  Thomas  T.  Hunter,  A.  A.  Holcomb,  Guest 
H.  Scott,  Richard  Forrest,  Levin  Handy,  David 
McDougal,  Charles  F.  Mdidosh,  James  W.  Cooke, 
C.  F.  M.  Spotswood,  Henry  C.  Flagg,  Daniel  F. 
Dulany,  George  L.  Selden,  William  H.  Ball,  John 
F.  Mercer,  James  E.  Brown,  Cnarles  C.  Barton, 
John  J.  B.  Walbach,  Oliver  H.  Perry,  Charles  W. 
Morris,  Joshua  Humphreys,  Richard  Backe,  jr. 
Francis  E.  Barry,  John  B.  Dale,  Stephen  Decatur, 
from  the  February,  1841. 

National  courtesy .’  Captain  Wilson,  of  the  Bii- 
tish  brig  Woodbine,  at  Halifax  24th  ult.  fifty  days 
from  Annatto  bay,  via  Matanzas,  reports  that  be 
spoke,  10th  ult.  off  the  Isle  of  Pines,  American  fri- 
gate Macedonian, captain  Wilkinson,  from  Norfolk, 
for  Pensacola,  who,  seeing  the  Woodbine’s  crew  in 
such  sickness,  put  three  men  on  board,  and  kept  in 
company  five  days— during  which  time  the  surgeon 
of  the  frigate  was  frequently  sent  on  board. 

Materials.  It  is  stated  that  we  have  at  the  various 
navy  yards  throughout  the  country,  materials  for 
building  26  sail  of  the  line,  40  frigates,  and  a num- 
ber of  steamers. 

The  United  States  ship  Marion  was  afloat  and 
perfectly  free  from  water  at  Rio  Janerio  on  the  22d 
December. 

Seamen  of  the  Delaware.  The  ship  John  Hale 
from  Boston,  arrived  here  on  Saturday,  with  a draft 
of  240  seamen,  under  the  command  of  lieuts.  Bruce 
and  Deas,for  the  United  States  ship  Delaware;  and 
about  30  more  arrived  on  the  same  day,  in  charge 
of  lieut.  McKean,  from  Philadelphia,  via  Baltimore, 
in  the  steamer  Pocahontas.  [ Norfolk  Herald. 

The  steamer  Missouri.  The  United  States  steam 
frigate  Missouri,  building  at  the  Brooklyn  navy 
yard,  will  be  ready  for  service  about  the  first  of 
July.  We  understand  that  her  armament  will  con- 
sist of  eight  ten  inch  Paixhan  guns,  two  of  which  are 
to  be  placed  on  swivel  carriages  on  the  forecastle. 
These  destructive  guns  are  considered  as  effective 
as  a full  battery  of  the  largest  calibre.  Herrigging, 
spars,  &c.  Sec.  will  soon  be  ready  to  be  placed  on 
board,  and  in  early  summer  we  may  see  her  making 
her  experimental  trip.  The  engines,  which  are 
building  at  Cold  Spring,  are  nearly  completed,  and 
will  be  brought  down  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
navigation  will  permit.  [iV.  Y.  Standard. 

U.  S.  frigate  Potomac  on  shore.  According  to  the 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  letters  from  Rio 
de  Janeiro  of  5th  January,  state  that  the  U.  States 
frigate  Potomac  was  on  shore  in  the  River  Plate, 
and  some  fears  were  entertained  that  she  could  not 
be  got  off.  Rumors  were  afloat  that  she  had  12  feet 
water  in  her  hold. 

Letters  of  the  8th  say  the  accounts  relative  to 
the  Potomac  had  been  somewhat  exaggerated — she 
was  still  on  shore,  and  had  a pilot  on  board  when 
the  accident  happened. 

Later.  A letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Monte- 
video, of  December  30,  states  that  vessels  were 
sent  to  her  relief  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte- 
video, on  board  of  which  all  the  heavy  articles  were 
placed,  and  that  on  the  24th  she  was  got  off  “with- 
out having  sustained  the  slightest  injury.” 

The  U.  S.  ship  Cyane,  arrived  at  Cadiz  December 
25th  from  Mahon,  and  sailed  again  on  the  30th. 

Capt.  Morgan  took  command  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  on  Friday  last,  and  was  received  will: 
the  customary  salute. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  legislature  has  instructed  the  hon.  L.  Wil- 
liams to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury,  for 
a national  bank,  for  such  a revision  of  the  tariff  as 
shall  furnish  a revenue  equal  to  the  expenditures 
of  the  government,  and  afford  protection  to  Ameri 
can  industry,  and  for  an  equal  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states. 

Special  election.  Gov.  Kent,  of  Maine,  has  ap- 
pointed the  third  Monday  in  March  as  the  day  for  a 
special  election  of  a member  of  congress  from  the 
Kennebec  district,  in  place  of  the  hon.  Geo.  Evans, 
ejected  United  States  senator. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Education.  In  the  course  of  a speech  in  lhe 
house  of  representatives  on  the  28th  ult.  upon  the 
subject  of  a reform  in  the  post  office  department, 
Mr.  Pierce  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  literary 
character  of  the  state  he  in  part  represents,  in  the 
following  terms: 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  re- 
flect on  the  course  of  any  gentleman.  It  was  not 
for  him  to  dictate;  but  when  he  was  importuned 
from  day  to  day  respecting  measures  in  which  the 
people  whom  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent 
were  deeply  interested — when  they  were  continu- 
ally asking  him  why  the  post  office  reform  was  not 


effected— why  their  private  claims  were  not  consi- 
dered, he  chose  to  state  the  true  and  only  reason — 
one  which  no  gentleman  here  could  gainsay  or  con- 
trovert. 

His  people  were  not  a complaining  people;  but 
they  knew  what  was  just  and  reasonable,  and  they 
usually  insisted  upon  it.  He  would  say  a word 
with  regard  to  New  Hampshire,  not  in  a spirit  of 
boasting,  but  to  silence  the  scoffs  and  taunts  of 
weak  men  and  wicked  men — of  buffoons  and  petty 
politicians,  whose  jests  and  slanders  had  found  their 
way  into  the  partisan  press  under  the  caption  of  the 
“dark  corners.”  That  which  had  drawn  upon  her 
reproach  was  precisely  the  distinguishing  charac- 
teristic of  which  every  son  worthy  of  the  soil  that 
gave  him  birth  should  he  most  proud — the  sturdi- 
ness and  inflexibility  with  which  she  had  adhered 
to  her  political  principles.  In  war,  she  had  sent 
forth  from  her  thousand  hills  vastly  more  than  her 
proportion  of  men,  with  strong  hands  and  stout 
hearts,  to  do  battle  for  the  common  country;  and, 
as  their  blood  upon  many  a well-fought  field,  both 
in  the  revolution  and  the  late  war,  would  testify, 
they  had  not  disgraced  the  land  of  tlieir  nativity. — 
Til  peace,  she  called  her  sons  to  the  ballot-box  to 
stamp  the  seal  of  her  reprobation  upon  the  misera- 
ble mummery  of  electioneering  show3,  and  to  smile 
back  defiance  upon  any  appeals  made  to  them  not 
supported  by  truth  and  reason. 

“The  dark  coi  ners!”  She  obnoxious  to  the  charge 
of  darkness  and  ignorance!  He  would  not  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  look  at  the  number  and  condition  of  her 
literary  institutions  of  the  highest  class — at  her 
sixty-three  academies,  in  which  the  languages  and 
the  higher  branches  of  education  were  taught,  with 
nearly  six  thousand  scholars — at  her  two  thousand 
common  schools,  all  supported  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, witli  more  than  eighty-one  thousand  pupils 
— at  the  circumstance  that  the  means  of  education 
was  brought,  as  it  were,  to  every  man’s  door — there 
being  a place  of  public  education  to  every  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  inhabitants;  but  he  would  state  a 
single  fact,  ascertained  by  the  late  census — it  was 
this:  that,  with  a population  of  284.4S1  souls,  there 
were  only  327  persons  over  20  years  of  age,  foreign- 
ers included,  within  the  limits  of  the  state,  who 
could  not  both  read  and  write;  and  on  that  fact 
alone  he  would  hold  her  up  in  the  EUSligui  of  her 
intelligence.  He  instituted  no  comparisons,  but  he 
might  safely  challenge  then:  from  others. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Paupers.  The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  has  laid  before  the  legislature  an 
abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
for  1840.  The  whole  number  of  persons  relieved, 
or  supported,  during  the  year,  was  14,912.  Of 
these,  4,271  were  state  paupers.  Foreign  paupers, 
3,17S.  Of  the  whole  number,  8,287  were  made 
paupers  by  intemperance  in  themselves  or  others. 
More  than  one  half  the  whole  number! 

A whig  state  convention  was  held  at  Boston  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  and  John  Davis  nominated 

for  governor  and  George  Hull  for  lieut.  governor 

Among  the  resolutions,  was  the  following,  compli- 
mentary to  the  hon.  Daniel  Webster: 

Resolved,  That  as  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  we 
feel  bound  to  express  our  sincere  gratification,  that 
the  course  of  events  will  place  at  the  head  of  the 
new  cabinet  an  eminent  citizen  of  our  own  com- 
monwealth, whose  long  public  life  is  illustrated  by 
every  act  which  can  mark  a patriot,  and  “in  whose 
hands  the  prosperity  of  Massachusetts  has  not  been 
impaired,  nor  her  honor  tarnished,”  and  to  wliom 
we  now  tender  this  record  of  the  solemn  judgment 
of  his  constituents. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

A convention  is  to  be  held  in  Rhode  Island  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a state  constitution.  This  little  state  has 
existed  since  1663  under  the  colonial  charter  grant- 
ed by  Charles  II.  The  Providence  Journal  says 
that  (lie  commonwealth  has  “got  on”  pretty  com- 
fortably thus  far,  and  remarks  it  was  strange  that 
such  a charter  proclaiming  perfect  freedom  in  all 
“religious  concernments,”  and  declaring  the  colony 
to  be  “democratic,”  a word  most  odious  to  kingly 
ears,  should  have  been  granted  “by  one  of  the  bi- 
gotted  and  prerogative  exacting  race  of  the  Stuarts.” 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  character  of  the 
other  Stuarts,  Charles  the  second  was  neither  bi- 
gotted  nor  tyrannical;  for  he  was  too  careless  and 
fond  of  pleasure  to  be  either.  It  is  questionable 
whether  or  not  the  “merry  monarch”  knew  the 
contents  of  the  charter  which  he  signed  for  the  little 
colony  over  the  water. 

The  alterations  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  con- 
vention relate  chiefly  to  a change  in  the  representa- 
tion, which  in  the  lapse  of  time  has  become  un- 
equal, and  to  some  new  modification  of  the  judici- 
ary. [Balt.  An\er . 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven  foreign  trade  and  commerce  for  the 
year  1840.  Exports,  $531,128;  imports,  $247,889; 
amount  of  revenue  accrued,  $58,868  19.  Ton- 
nage cleared,  14,906  tons;  tonnage  entered,  14,117. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  the  exports  is 
nearly  double  the  amount  of  imports;  showing  a 
large  balance  in  favor  of  our  merchants,  and  (heir 
trade  with  the  West  Indies.  [New  Haven  Reg. 

School  fund.  This  fund  is  now  over  two  millions 
of  dollars,  and  nearly  all  productive.  The  state 
the  present  year  pays  out  to  schools  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars;  and  in  addition  to  this, 
one-half  of  the  interest  arising  on  the  deposite  fund 
received  from  the  United  States,  is  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  common  schools. 

NEW  YORK. 

Taxes.  The  total  estimated  amount  of  taxes  for 
the  support  of  New  York  city  for  1S41  is  $1,553,000. 
The  heaviest  items  are — almshouse,  $250,000,  be- 
sides $7,000  for  charities;  cleaning  streets,  $141,-500; 
interest  on  city  bonds  and  stock,  $153,000;  lamps 
and  gas,  120,000;  watch,  233,000;  public  schools, 
$95,000;  salaries,  $60,000;  registration  of  voters, 
$53,000;  building  docks  and  slips,  $50,000;  fire  de- 
partment, $15,000;  roads  and  avenues,  35,000;  po- 
lice, $35,000;  courts,  $40,000;  county  contingen- 
cies, $30,000. 

Bank  safely  fund.  The  New  York  Express  says: 
“By  the  failure  some  short  time  since  ol  a bank  in 
Buffalo,  a fact  is  disclosed  that  strikes  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  safety  fund,  and  renders  the  security 
in  that  system  almost  worthless  to  the  bill  holders. 
The  object  of  the  law'  was,  that  the  contribution 
made  by  all  the  banks  to  this  fund  should  accumu- 
late to  such  an  amount  that,  whenever  any  bank 
failed,  the  bill-holders  should  be  perfectly  secure. — 
By  the  construction  ol  the  law,  that  fund  is  held 
subject  to  making  up  all  deficiency  there  may  be  in 
any  bank,  whether  circulation,  deposites,  or  other 
debts.  The  amount  of  (he  safety  fund,  it  it  was  all 
called  in,  would  be  but  $162,775  73.  If,  therefore, 
any  considerable  bank  should  break,  this  sum  might 
not  pay  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  deposites  and 
circulation.  The  public,  we  are  persuaded,  never 
intended  that  the  bill-holders  were  to  be  placed  in 
-j-nmonf.  The  bank  commissioners  have 

/Oils  Ui  cuicw. • 

stated  the  evil  effects  of  this  law,  and  have  urged 
upon  the  legislature  the  repeal  of  all  the  provisions 
except  that  which  protects  the  bill- holder.  This  is 
a just  course,  and  one  which  ought  to  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  the  public.  A number  of  petitions  to 
the  legislature  to  amend  the  law  so  as  to  protect  the 
bill-holders  only,  are  in  circulation,  which  we  trust 
will  receive  the  signatures  of  the  public  generally.” 

flEW  JERSEY. 

The  hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  Jeisey,  has  re- 
signed. 

■PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gov.  Porter  re-nominated.  The  democratic  con- 
vention which  assembled  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  4th 
inst.  nominated  gov.  Porter,  as  their  candidate  for 
governor.  A committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
wait  upon  and  inform  him  of  bis  nomination  for  re- 
election,  who  returned  and  reported  that  the  go- 
vernor accepted  the  nomination,  and  returned  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  convention  for  the  honor  thus 
conferred  upon  him. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  insane  asylum 
which  had  passed  both  branchess  of  the  legislaiure, 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  governor,  and  is 
now  a law. 

DELAWARE. 

Banks.  The  legislature  have  voluntarily  suspend- 
ed the  provision  of  the  bank  charters  ol  the  state, 
requiring  them  to  pay  twelve  per  cent,  interest  for 
refusing  to  pay  their  notes  in  specie. 

MARYLAND. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  adjourned  on  Wed- 
nesday the  10th  inst.  that  being  the  time  designa- 
ted by  the  constitution  for  -the  adjournment  every 
second  year.  It  is  stated  that  the  governor  will 
issue  his  proclamation  for  convening  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  on  the  24th  March  inst. — 
The  object  ol  the  call  of  the  extra  session  is  to  per- 
fect the  tax  bill,  to  provide  ways  and  means,  and  to 
consider  ttie  question  as  to  the  completion  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

VIRGINIA. 

United  States  senator.  The  following  were  the 
votes  for  the  U.  S.  senator  from  Virginia: 

There  were  two  ballotings,  at  both  of  which  it  re- 
quired 82  to  elect. 

u First  ballot.  W.  S.  Archer,  whig  81;  W.  H. 
Boane,  Van  Buren  76;  John  Robertston,  whig  4; 
R.  E.  Scott,  whig  1;  J.  S.  Pennebacker,  Van  Bu- 

P6T)  1. 

Second  ballot.  Mr.  Roane  withdrawn.  W.  S. 
Archer,  whig  82;  W.  H.  Roane,  Van  Buren  50; 
John  Robertston,  whig  12;  Thomas  W.  Gilmer, 


whig  7;  J.  W.  Jones,  Van  Buren  4;  J.  Y.  Mason, 
Van  Buren  4;  J.  W.  Pegram,  whig  2;  J.  C.  Bruce, 
whig  1;  J.  McDowell,  Van  Buren  1. 

KENTUCKY. 

Adjourned.  The  legislature  of  Kentucky  ad- 
journed on  the  18th  ult.  having  passed  more  than 
five  hundred  acts  and  resolutions,  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Yeoman,  very  few  are  of  any  general 
importance. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  legislature  of  Mississippi  adjourned  on  the 
6th  instant.  A law  was  passed  fixing  6 per  cent, 
as  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  except  in  cases  of  spe- 
cial agreement  for  a different  rate.  The  treasury 
warrants  issued  prior  to  1st  January,  1841,  are  to  be 
funded,  and  will  bear  an  interest  of  5 percent,  but 
are  not  to  be  received  in  payment  of  taxes.  Those 
hereafter  issued  will  bear  no  interest,  but  will  be 
received  for  taxes.  The  interest  due  in  July  next  will 
not  be  paid. 

The  whig  state  convention  of  Mississippi,  have 
nominated  the  following  ticket.  For  governor — 
David  O.  Shattuclc,  ol  Carroll.  For  congress — 
Adam  L.  Bingaman,  of  Adams;  Wm.  R.  Harley, 
of  Marshall.  For  secretary  of  state — Lewis  G.  Gal- 
loway, of  Holmes.  For  auditor  of  public  accounts — 
James  M.  Downs,  of  Hinds.  For  state  treasurer — 
Wm.  G.  Crawley,  ol  Perry.  For  attorney  general — 
Robert  Hughes,  of  Hinds. 

INDIANA. 

Ex-governor,  Noah  Noble,  was  elected  by  the 
legislature,  fund  commissioner  of  Indiana,  on  the 
13th  ult. 

A gentleman  in  New  York,  from  Indiana,  states 
in  a letter  to  the  editors  ol  the  Courier  and  En- 
quirer that  the  legislature  of  that  state  has  made 
ample  arrangements  for  the  permanent  payment  of 
the  interest  due  on  bond  and  state  debt,  by  levying 
a tax  of  forty  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars,  on  real 
and  personal  estate,  and  this,  it  is  thought,  in  con- 
junction with  the  seventy-five  cents  poll  tax,  bank 
dividends,  and  sinking  fund,  will  be  amply  sufficient 
to  meet  all  demands. 

Cross  cut  canal.  The  bill  which  had  been  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  to  let  the  Cross  Cut 
canal  to  an  association  of  individuals,  who  are  to 
bind  themselves  to  complete  it  within  18  months 
from  the  date  of  their  contract,  and  who  take  their 
pay  in  six  per  cent,  bonds  having  30  years  to  run — 
has  received  the  executive  signature,  and  become  a 
law. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  number  of  salaried  officers  paid  by  the  state 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  amount  of  the  salary  allowed 
to  each  of  them  are  as  follows.  The  salary  paid  to 
the  governor  is  a more  princely  sum  than  is  paid  in 
any  state  in  the  union: 

1 Governor,  $7,500;  1 secretary  of  state,  $2,500; 

1 attorney  general,  $3,000;  1 Treasurer,  $6,000;  1 
surveyor  general,  $899;  1 adjutant  general,  $4,000; 

1 auditor  on  auction  sales,  $4,000;  5 judges  of  su- 
preme court,  $25,000;  1 secretary  of  senate,  $3,500; 

1 clerk  house  of  representatives,  $3,500;  1 judge 
criminal  coint,  $4,000;  1 judge  commercial  court, 
$5,000;  1 judge  1st  district  court,  $4,500;  9 district 
judges,  $27,000;  10  district  attorneys,  $10,000;  1 
reporter  decisions  of  supreme  court,  $1,200;  3 
clerks  supreme  court,  $1,000;  1 interpreter  crimi- 
nal court,  $2,500;  1 clerk  criminal  court,  $2,000; 

1 state  librarian,  $600;  1 clerk  treasurer’s  office 
$1,200. 

Board  of  public  works.  1 President,  $3,000;  1 
civil  engineer,  $3,000;  3 superintendants,  $4,4U0; 
1 Secretary,  1,500;  officers  of  the  state  penitentia- 
ry, $20,000.  Total  expense  of  civil  list  $149,700. 

ILLINOIS. 

Banks.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  13th  ult. 
says:  We  understand  the  Illinois  bank  suspended 

specie  payments  on  last  Thursday. 

MISSOURI. 

Legislature.  The  St.  Louis  Gazette  of  the  19th 
ult.  says:  The  legislature  of  this  state  has  adjourn- 
ed. 

The  anti-insurance  company  bill  was  rejected  in 
the  senate,  by  a majority  of  five. 

The  currency  bil!  was  referred  to  the  legislature 
of  1843. 

MICHIGAN. 

Public  land.  It  appears  from  a statement  in  the 
Western  Farmer,  Detriot,  that  there  are  30,318,391 
acres  of  government  land  still  unsold  in  that  state. 
Sold  9,159,898  acres,  and  11,452,034  acres  have  not 
been  surveyed.  Of  the  nine  millions  sold  and 
taxable,  only  six  millions  are  taxed,  or  returned  as 
taxable;  of  the  six  millions  assessed,  over  two- 
thirds  is  returned  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Van  Burenites  of  Floiida  have  nominated 
D.  Levy,  as  their  candidate  fordelegate  to  congress. 
Charles  Downing,  the  present  delegate,  is  also  a 
a candidate,  and  will  be  supported  by  the  whigs. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

In  senate,  January,  14  and  15. 

[CONCLUDED  FROM  PAGE  6.] 

The  doctrines  here  laid  down  by  the  learned  com- 
mentator are  fully  sustained  by  the  conclusive  au- 
thorities to  which  he  refers,  and  sustain  the  two 
positions  for  which  I contend. 

First.  That  the  power  over  the  subject  of  natu- 
ralization is  vested  in  congress,  and  is  denied  to  the 
states,  and  is  consequently  exclusive.  And,  second- 
ly, that  no  state  can  create  an  alien  a citizen  of  such 
state,  as,  by  that  rnpans,  such  person  would  in  ef- 
fect become  a citizen  of  every  other  state. 

I have  thought  proper,  Mr.  President,  to  place 
this  matter  distinctly  before  the  country  that  it  may 
be  understood,  especially  as  it  has  been  raised  in 
this  debate,  and  different  views  have  been  presented 
by  distinguished  senators. 

It  will  be  my  purpose,  lor  a few  momenls,  to  call 
back  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  pre-emption 
bill  at  the  point  whore  we  left  it.  The  objections 
to  a pre-emption  bill,  so  far  as  I can  understand 
them,  are,  first,  that  such  a bill  encourages  persons 
to  leave  the  old  states  and  settle  in  the  new.  To 
this  I would  say,  that  surely  senators  would  not 
deprive  their  brethren  of  the  privilege  of  bettering 
their  condition  in  life  if  they  think  proper  to  do  so. 
We  are  all  in  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  if  any  por- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  old  states  are  willing  to 
Lave  the  homes  of  their  fathers  and  migrate  to  the 
west  in  search  of  a better  home,  hard  would  be  that 
heart  that  would  prevent  them;  and  harder  still 
would  be  the  heart  of  those  who  would  not  receive 
them  with  open  arms.  Ours  is  a common  country, 
and  let  us  never  forget  that  neither  our  affections  for 
each  other  nor  our  love  of  country  should  be  sepa- 
rated by  geographical  boundaries  or  state  lines. 

Secondly.  It  is  objected  that  the  principle  grants 
exclusive  piivileges  to  a class  of  men  who  rush  in 
advance  of  civilization  and  seize  upon  the  public 
property,  and  it  has  even  been  suggested  that  they 
might  be  restrained  by  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment. To  this  I would  say,  that  legislation  should 
always  adapt  itself  to  the  condition  of  affairs.  We 
must  look  at  things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they 
might  be  supposed  to  be,  or  we  legislate  for  a sup- 
posed and  not  a real  state  of  things.  That  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  discovery  which  is  characteristic  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race — that  spirit  that  animated  the 
pilgrims,  and  the  first  settlers  of  Jamestown — that 
spirit  that  prompted  a Boon,  a Clark,  and  a Ken- 
ton to  penetrate  the  western  wilds  and  encounter 
and  overcome  the  perils  that  surrounded  them — 
that  spirit  which  fired  the  earl}'  settlers  of  the  west, 
induced  them  to  leave  the  peaceful  homes  of  their 
fathers,  and  brave  the  savage  rifle  and  tomahawk, 
to  settle  a new  country— -I  say  that  same  spirit  is 
impelling  our  people  onward;  the  tide  that  com- 
menced rising  and  flowing  west  from  the  shores  of 
Ihe  Atlantic  is  still  rolling  on,  and  can  only  he  ar- 
rested by  the  waves  of  the  Pacific.  Our  people  are 
already  settling  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains,  and 
in  a few  years  more  there  will  be  a nation  of  our 
citizens  in  that  region.  Von  need  not  talk  of  arrest- 
ing this  spirit;  it  forms  a noble  trait  in  our  character, 
and  it  should  be  provided  lor.  The  privileges  granted 
are  those  of  selecting,  occupying,  cultivating  and 
paying  for  at  the  minimum  price,  a quarter  section 
of  government  land,  securing  to  the  settler  the  fruits 
of  his  own  industry  in  exclusion  of  all  others.  It  is 
said  that  these  lands,  if  sold  at  public  auction,  would 
bring  a higher  price  than  the  minimum.  This  may 
be  so  in  many  cases;  but  here  again  we  must  lock 
at  the  matter  in  its  true  light.  I consider  the  pre- 
emption laws  merely  declaratory  ol  the  custom  or 
common  law  of  the  settlers.  If  you  make  your 
public  sales,  and  put  up  lands  thus  improved,  the 
settler  will  become  the  purchaser  at  the  minimum 
price.  No  one  will  bid  against  him;  no  honest  man 
would  take  from  a poor  man  the  improvements  lie 
had  made  on  a piece  of  land,  and  no  dishonest  man 
would  dare  to  do  it.  Previous  to  a sale  all  the  set- 
tlers in  Ihe  district  have  a perfect  understanding 
that  each  is  to  have  the  piece  of  land  he  lives  upon, 
and  they  will  neither  bid  against  eacli  other,  nor 
will  any  other  person  risk  the  consequences  of  tak- 
ing from  any  one  his  improvements  by  purchasing 
his  lot  of  land.  Sir,  who  could  do  it?  Who  would 
dare  to  do  it?  Whose  conscience  would  suffer  him 
to  do  it?  And  here  let  me  answer  a position  as- 
sumed by  the  senator  Irom  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Mangom),  he  spoke  of  tiie  bowie  knife  and  Ihe 
rifle  settling  the  question  of  pre-emption  between 
the  settlers  themselves.  I know  the  senator  would 
not  make  the  statement,  unless  be  believed  (hat  the 
consequences  he  fears  would  grow  out  of  such  con- 
flicts; but  let  me  assure  him  he  is  wholly  mistaken. 
One  pre-emptor  has  just  as  much  regard  (or  the  pre- 
emption right  of  another  as  he  has  tor  the  personal 
property  of  his  neighbor,  or  as  the  citizen  land- 
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holder  of  the  old  states  has  for  the  veal  estate  of ; 
others  to  which  he  has  no  claim  of  title;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  land  by  a 
settler  secures  to  him  the  right  to  purchase  that 
land,  in  exclusion  of  every  other  settler,  as  effectu- 
ally, by  the  custom  of  the  settlers,  as  if  pre-emption 
laws  guarded  his  claim.  1 may  here  be  asked  why 
pass  a pre  emption  law'  then?  My  answer  is  the 
same  that  would  be  given  to  the  passage  of  a decla- 
ratory statute:  to  leave  no  dou bt  on  the  subject  in  the 
mind  of  any,  and  to  provide  for  a possible  case  that 
might  occur.  While  1 am  on  this  point,  I must  say 
one  word  as  to  tiie  general  character  of  these  pio- 
neers. I may  be  pardoned  lor  supposing  that  I have 
had  some  opportunities  of  judging  that  some  sena- 
tors who  have  spoken  have  not.  More  than  twenty 
years  of  my  life  have  been  spent  on  the  frontier.  I 
have  seen  my  state  in  her  infancy,  with  the  fairest 
and  largest  portion  of  tier  territory  in  the  possession 
of  the  Indians.  I have  seen  her  pass  through  ttie  dif- 
ferent graduations  of  improvement,  until  she  has 
arrived  at  her  present  high  grade  in  the  comparison 
with  her  sisters.  1 have  seen  the  first  rude  hut,  the 
first  log  cabin,  erected  by  (he  first  occupant  of  the 
wilds  of  what  is  now  the  most  beautiful  and  highly 
improved  portions  of  my  state.  I have  seen,  heard 
and  conversed  with  the  early  settler,  and  let  me  as- 
sure senators  he  is  the  last  man  that  would  willingly 
do  injustice  to  his  country,  and  the  very  first,  in 
times  of  peril,  to  bare  his  manly  bosom  and  nerve 
bis  strong  arm  in  hei  defence;  and  although  he  may 
be  as  rough  and  as  rude  as  his  own  log  tenement, 
his  heartbeats  with  patriotic  emotions  tor  his  coun- 
try; lie  is  a warm  friend,  a kind  neighbor,  ever  hos- 
pitable to  strangers,  and,  still  belter,  an  honest  man; 
his  poverty  and  his  enterprise,  with  the  hope  of  bet- 
tering his  condition,  and  providing  for  his  family, 
Stimulate  him  to  leave  his  old  friends,  the  homes 
and  the  graves  of  those  who  are  dear  to  him,  piunge 
into  the  wilderness,  and  undergo  the  perils  (te. 
privations  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a new  coun- 
try. Do  you  ask  me  where  is  the  evidence  of  his 
industry  and  usefulness?  I answer  you  by  pointing 
to  the  west.  Go  there  and  see  for  yourselves — let 
the  great  west  answer  for  the  emigrant. 

I have,  Mr.  President,  a single  remark  to  make 
upon  a question  arising  out  of  a principle  of  the  par- 
ticular bill  before  the  senate.  The  principle  of 
granting  prospective  pre-emptions  has  been  strenu- 
ously opposed,  as  being  a departure  from  previous 
Jaws  on  the  subject;  as  holding  out  a bounty  in  ad- 
vance, for  settlement.  As  to  the  first  of  these  po- 
sitions, I must  say  that  a prospective  pre-emption  is 
much  more  justifiable  than  a retrospective  one.  The 
case  stated,  in  my  opinion,  settles  the  question.  In 
the  case  of  a retrospective  preemption,  you  justify 
a trespass  actually  committed  on  the  public  lands, 
and  grant  to  the  trespasser  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
emption law,  for  you  have  a law  in  full  force  de- 
claring it  to  be  a trespass  to  enter  upon  these  lands, 
destroy  the  timber,  take  stone,  or  commit  other  acts 
inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  the  government.  Ill 
the  other  case  you  justify  no  trespass,  but  by  law 
grant  the  privilege  to  (he  actual  settler.  The  se- 
cond position  assumed  I answer  by  saying  that  such 
has  been  the  practice  ol  the  government  for  a series 
of  years;  that  the  stimulus  created  by  a prospective 
pre-emption  law  would  not  be  perceptible.  The 
settler  relies  with  lull  confidence  on  the  security  of 
his  right  of  pre-emption,  either  by  a retrospective 
law7,  such  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  passing 
for  his  benefit,  or  the  custom  or  common  law  of  set- 
tlers, of  which  1 have  spoken.  I dismiss  this  part 
ot  the  subject  with  the  single  additional  remark, 
that,  as  pre-emption  laws  have  been  passed,  as  they 
have  not  been  productive  of  any  visible  public  in- 
jury, and  as  that  portion  ot  our  feiiow  citizens  for 
w hose  benefit  illey  are  passed  confide  in  their  conti- 
nuance, [ see  no  impropriety  in  the  measure  if  suf- 
ciently  guarded. 

Having  noticed  the  graduation  and  pre-emption 
principles,  I must  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
bill  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn), called  the  cession  bill.  It  is  not  mv  pur- 
pose to  discuss  the  whole  details  ol  the  bill,  "but  to 
merely  state  some  of  tile  prominent  objections  to  it, 
at  least  those  objections  (hat  have  satisfied  my  mind 
that  it  ought  not  to  become  a law.  I have  already 
stated  that  I fully  concurred  with  that  senator  in 
tile  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and 
the  propriety  ot  its  arrangement,  so  as  to  rid  con- 
gress ot  the  subject,  if  possible.  In  these  points  the 
senator  and  myself  agree,  but,  in  the  remedy  he 
proposes,  we  totally  disagree.  I have  already  show- 
ed that  his  bill  only  covers  (lie  land  in  nine  states, 
amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  only  160,000,000 
acres  out  of  ten  hundred  millions,  the  whole  quanti- 
ty; hence  the  apparent  inadequacy  of  tile  proposed 
measure  to  remove  t lie  diliiculties  of  the  present 
system.  But  I desire  to  pursue  ttiis  matter  further, 
and  show  the  gross  inequality  of  the  measure  as  ap- 


plied to  the  nine  new  states.  The  senator  from  S. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston),  touched  this  point,  in 
his  remarks  the  other  day,  in  his  usual  able  man- 
ner, and  has  relieved  me  from  the  necessity  of  go- 
ing so  much  at  large  into  it  as  I would  otherwise 
have  done.  I hold  in  my  hand  a table  prepared  lor 
the  committee  on  public  lands,  and  appended  by 
that  committee  to  the  report  on  the  bill  I am  now 
discussing,  without,  it  seems,  even  noticing  the 
glaring  inequality  presented  by  it.  Sir,  I present 
tiie  table  to  the  senate,  it  is  an  important  document, 
essential  to  a correct  understanding  ot  the  position  I 
am  examining. 


aggregate  of  the  whole  of  the  public  lands  that 
Indiana  contained,  as  estimated  by  the  table,  was 
20,629,359  acres,  of  this  quantity  there  have  been 
sold  15,158,702  acres;  granted  to  the  state  and  in- 
dividuals, lor  ali  purposes,  1,074,163  acres;  unsold, 
including  lands  unsurveyed,  4,396,494  acres;  the 
purchase  money  received  by  tiie  general  govern- 
ment into  the  national  treasury  from  the  sale  of  tiie 
15,158,702  acres  is  $19,326,301.  The  quantity  ot 
land  in  Arkansas  is  31,468,910  acres.  Of  these 
there  have  bpen  sold  2,464,710  acres,  granted  to  the 
state  and  individuals  for  all  purposes  976,896  acres, 
and  there  remain  unsold  28,027,304  acres.  The 
United  States  have  received  for  the  sale  of  these 
2,464,710  acres  the  sum  of  $3,110,897.  Indiana 
contains  a population  of  near  700,000  souls,  and 
Arkansas  a population  of  about  100,000  souls. 
Thus  stand  tiie  two  states.  Now  let  us  see  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  the  bill  of  tiie  senator 
from  Soutli  Carilina  to  these  two  states.  Here 
stands  Indiana  with  her  700,000  souls,  having  paid 
into  the  national  treasury  the  sum  of  $19,326,301 
for  ttie  lands  already  sold,  receiving  under  the  bill 
her  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  re- 
maining 4,396,494,  while  Arkansas,  witli  her 
100,000  souls,  having  paid  into  the  national  treasu- 
ry only  3,110,897,  would  receive  her  thirty-five  per 
cent,  of  tier  28,027,304  acres,  subject  to  like  charges. 
So  that  Arkansas,  containing  the  smaller  popula- 
tion, and  having  paid  the  least  money  into  the  na- 
tional treasury,  would  receive  greatly  tiie  most  in 
the  dividend.  I might  run  out  ttie  idea,  and  push 
I lie  argument  on  this  point,  but  as  my  object  is 
brevity,  and  as  I have  much  yet  to  say,  I will  pass 
to  the  consideration  of  another  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, believing  that  I am  understood  by  the  senate. 

In  presenting  another  view  of  the  subject,  I may 
be  permitted  to  contrast  the  benefits  to  ttie  new 


states  supposed  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  be  con- 
ferred by  it  with  those  arising  from  the  distribution 
plan,  which  is  its  antagonist  measure.  And  in  this 
point  of  view,  1 am  prepared  to  show  that  even 
Arkansas,  one  of  the  most  favored  states,  would  be 
much  tiie  gainer  by  the  distribution  bill  even  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  if  she  bad  as  much  In- 
dian title  to  extingish  as  Michigan,  and  confining  it 
exclusively  in  the  estimate  to  the  lands  lying  in 
Arkansas.  If  I sustain  this  position,  it  follows  that 
there  is  not  a single  state  in  the  union,  holding  land 
subject  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title,  that 
could  lake  tiie  measure  Without  a great  pecuniary 
sacrifice  as  a substitute  for  the  distribution  bill. 
Senators  may  think  I am  venturing  upon  bold 
ground,  and  I am  very  sure  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  in  my  eye,  believes  that  the  position  can- 
not be  maintained;  but  let  him  hear  me  answer  the 
argument  growing  out  of  a statement  of  the  case, 
for,  fortunately  for  me,  the  case  ' is  not  to  be  made 
out  by  argument;  the  proof  lies  in  the  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case.  Arkansas,  by  ttie  bill  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina,  would  receive  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  sales  of  her  unsold  lands. 
She  will  receive,  as  the  law'  now  stands,  five  per 
cent  which  is  taken  from  her  by  the  bill  and  includ- 
ed in  tiie  thirty-five  per  cent.;  this  leaves  her  thirty 
per  cent.  The  distribution  bill  gives  her  twelve 
and  one-half  per  cent,  and  leaves  her  in  possession 
of  her  five  percent,  making  seventeen  and  one- 
half  per  cent.:  and  then  gives  her  her  proportion, 
in  the  ratio  of  representation,  of  the  other  eighty- 
two  and  one-half  per  cent,  which  would  raise  (lie 
aggiegate  amount  (.y  oe  received  by  ti  e state  (o 
over  twenty  per  cent,  without  any  expense  of  ihe 
land  system,  or  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title, 
leaving,  at  this  stage  of  tiie  calculation,  less  than 
ten  per  cent,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  bill.  For 
this  (en  per  cent,  tiie  state  would  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  land  system,  the  surveys, 
the  sales  of  the  land,  and  the  extinguishment  oi  the 
Indian  title;  for  the  provisions  in  tne  mu  art-i 
“This  cession,  together  with  the  portion  of  the 
sales  to  be  retained  by  the  states  respectively  under 
tiie  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  in  full  of  the  five 
per  cent,  fund,  or  any  part  thereof  not  already  ac- 
crued to  any  state;  and  the  said  states  shall  be  ex- 
clusively liable  for  all  charges  that  may  hereafter 
arise  from  tiie  surveys,  sales  and  maiiagn’ient  of  (lie 
public  lands  and  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
within  the  limits  of  said  slates  respectively.” 

Now,  sir,  can  any  senator  say  that  tiie  state  could 
do  all  that  is  lequired  of  her  for  the  ten  per  cent.? 
or  would  any  state  accept  of  such  a proposition  in 
lieu  of  the  distribution  bill,  if  both  were  presented? 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  look  a little  further  into  the 
cost  of  this  matter,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  Bumble, 
the  beadle,  to  examine  the  spoons,  and  see  if  they 
are  the  pure  stuff.  What  is  included  in  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  title?  My  eye  has  been  turn- 
ed a little  to  that  matter,  and  there  may  be  some 
items  that  even  some  of  the  senators  from  the  new 
states  now  favoring  this  bill  have  not  considered.  I 
will  name  some  of  them  for  the  consideration  of  the 
senate.  The  costs  or  expense  of  extinguishing  In- 
dian title  include  the  expense  of  holding  the  treaty, 
including  the  support  of  tiie  Indians  in  their  en- 
campment and  in  council;  the  costs  oi  the  commis- 
sion to  hold  the  treaty;  the  price  given  for  the 
lands;  the  removal  of  tiie  Indians  west;  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  for  them  for  their  new  homes;  their 
support  in  their  new  position  for  at  least  a year;  the 
expense  ot  a commission  to  investigate  claims 
against  them;  for  all  these  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  modern  treaties.  Would  ten  per  cent,  pay 
these  expenses?  Let  one  of  the  states  try  it,  and, 
my  word  for  it,  such  state  will  be  largely  minus  in 
the  account.  Then,  sir,  the  bill  is  clearly  delusive 
to  the  new  states,  most  certainly  not  so  intended 
by  the  distingushed  mover,  fori  give  him  full  credit 
for  good  faith  to  those  states;  but  it  seems  to  me  he 
has  not  done  justice  to  his  strong  and  vigorous 
mind,  by  bringing  it  to  bear  fully  upon  the  subject, 
or  he  would  not  have  presented  this  bill  as  just  to 
all,  or  especially  beneficial  to  any  of  the  new  states. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  of  the  question 
which  should  settle  the  matter  beyond  controversy. 
The  argument  I iiave  introduced  lias  been  confined 
to  an  examination  of  the  bill  w ith  reference  to  the 
lands  lying  in  the  states.  This  is  a very  circum- 
scribed view  of  the  case.  I so  intended  it,  as  it 
covers  only  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres 
out  of  the  ten  hundred  millions  of  acres.  But  still 
it  must  not  be  forgolten  that  while  the  bill  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  confines  itself  to  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres,  tiie  distri- 
bution measure  covers  the  whole,  and  distributes, 
not  only  tiie  proceeds  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions,  but  also  of  the  residue  of  the  ten  hundred 
millions;  and  while  the  cession  bill  establishes  tiie 
principle  that  so  soon  as  a state  is  admitted  into  the 
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union  the  lands  must  be  ceded,  the  other  continues 
the  distribution.  Without,  therefore,  going  into  the 
great  variety  of  important  questions  which  have 
been  discussed  by  others  relative  to  the  power  and 
expediency  of  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  I am  compelled  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  my  duty  to  vote  against  it;  and  if 
it  should  pass  and  become  a law,  and  the  question 
shall  be  put  to  mo  whether  the  proposition  should 
be  accepted  by  my  state,  I should  have  to  answer 
in  the  negative. 

I have  now,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  that  point  of 
the  argument  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  discuss 
the  main  subject  before  us:  I mean  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Crittenden).  [Here  Mr.  Merrick  asked  Mr. 
Smith  to  give  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn,  Mr.  S 
having  spoken  over  an  hour  and  a half,  and  it  being 
late  in  the  evening,  the  senate  adjourned]. 

At  the  moment  of  the  adjournment,  Mr.  President, 
on  yesterday,  I had  arrived  at  whg,  seemed  to  me 
to  be  the  main  question  before  the  senate.  1 had 
said  something  about  the  graduation  and  pre-emption 
bills  and  their  kindred  subjects.  I had  attempted 
to  examine  some  of  Ylie  provisions  of  the  bill  of  the 
senator  from  Sor',n  Carolina.  I had  admitted  the 
importance  Or  the  question  before  us,  and  I had 
urged  the  great  importance  and  the  urgent  necessi- 
ty of  placing  this  whole  matter  on  the  basis  of  a 
judicious  compromise.  Commencing,  therefore,  at 
the  point  where  my  remarks  were  arrested,  (for  I 
shall  avoid  repetition  as  much  as  possible),  I will 
proceed  to  give  my  views  upon  the  question  of  dis- 
tribution, in  which  it  will  be  my  purpose  to  show 
why  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  entitled  to  my  support, 
and’  to  answer  some  of  the  objections  that  had 
been  urged  against  it.  The  senator  from  Arkan- 
sas (Mr.  Sevier),  alluded  to  this  subject  the 
other  day,  and  1 confess  I was  rather  disappoint- 
ed in  his  course  of  remarks:  I did  expect  and 

1 diu  nope  lo  near  that  senator  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  proposition.  I was  anxious  to  hear  his 
views,  for  they  are  usually  marked  with  a strong 
vein  of  common  sense  and  practical  illustration. 
The  senator,  however,  declined  the  argument,  and 
contented  himself  with  saying' that  the  measure  was 
dead,  and  by  telling  us  that  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr.  Benton)  had  killed  it.  Yes,  says  the 
senator  from  Arkansas,  the  senator  from  Missouri 
murdered  it  as  soon  as  it  was  introduced.  I hope 
the  senator  did  not  mean  to  charge  the  malice  afore- 
thought, which  is  a constituent  of  the  crime  of  tech- 
nical murder.  [Mr.  Sevier  said  yes,  sir.] 

Well,  Mr.  President,  I have  only  to  say  that,  while 
malice  is  essential  to  constitute  a killing  murder  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  it  is  not  so  essential  in  the  com- 
position of  a legislator.  We  should  meet  the  ques- 
tions that  are  presented  for  our  consideration  with 
calmness  and  deliberation.  I do  not  say  that  the  se- 
nator from  Missouri  did  not  so  discuss  this  question: 
I am  merely  replying  to  the  remark  of  the  senator 
from  Arkansas. 

It  so  happens  that  I differ  entirely  with  the  sena- 
tor from  Arkansas  in  the  assumption  that  he  has 
indulged  in,  that  the  proposition  of  distribution  is 
either  killed  or  murdered.  Sir,  that  proposition  is 
not  dead,  but  livetli;  and,  let  me  tell  senators 
who  think  that  it  is  dead,  that  they  will  find  it  not 
only  living,  but  that  it  is  destined  to  become  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  that,  too,  before  many  more 
sessions  of  congress  shall  have  passed  by.  It  should, 
in  my  opinion,  long  since  have  been  the  law.  If 
the  bill  that  was  introduced  by  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  and  which  passed  congress 
daring  (he  administration  of  general  Jackson,  had 
become  the  law,  it  would  have  been  a most  valuable 
measure  for  the  whole  union,  and  especially  for  my 
state;  and  I assure  you,  sir,  while  many  of  the  ad- 
herents of  general  Jackson  still  sustained  him,  it 
was  for  other  reasons  than  his  opposition  to  the  dis- 
tribution bill.  The  same  measure  is  now  before  us, 
and  I shall  give  it  my  hearty  support;  and  not  like 
my  friend  from  Arkansas.  I shall  not  content  my- 
self with  a mere  expression  of  opinion.  I desire  rny 
state  to  see  the  distinct  grounds  of  my  support,  for  I 
have  no  sentiment  to  conceal  on  this  or  any  other 
measure. 

First.  I support  the  bill  because  it  is  the  only 
compromise  measure  upon  which  all  can  unite,  and 
which,  with  proper  provisions,  will  do  ample  justice 
to  both  the  old  and  the  new  states.  The  interest  of 
the  new  states  will  be  amply  protected,  and  the 
rights  of  the  old  states  will  be  maintained  in  the 
distribution  of  the  fund.  The  difficulties  spoken  of 
by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  arising  from 
the  present  system,  will  be  partially  obviated,  and 
the  voice  of  discontent  between  the  new  states  and 
the  old,  growing  out  of  the  subject,  will  be  forever 
hushed.  Instead  of  making  the  bill  expire  by  its 
own  limitation  in  a few  years,  I would  make  it  a part 
of  the  permanent  land  system. 


Secondly.  I support  it  as  a western  measure.  Yes, 
sir,  as  a western  measure;  and  especially  as  a meas- 
sure  called  for  by  the  best  interest  of  my  state.  He 
must  have  been  blind  to  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  for  the  last  few  years,  who  has  not  seen  the 
tendency  of  the  government  to  draw  the  money  from 
the  west,  through  the  land  offices  and  impost  duties, 
and  expend  it  elsewhere.  I heard  the  senator  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Anderson),  who  addressed  the 
senate  the  other  day  upon  this  point,  with  great  sa- 
tisfaction. The  noble  stand  he  took,  and  the  inde- 
pendence with  which  he  announced  his  views,  com- 
mand my  unqualified  approbation.  During  the  last 
three  years  the  table  of  expenditures  will  show 
that  the  expenses  of  the  administration  have  been 
$99, 885,730. 

Thus,  in  1838,  $40,427,218 

1839,  31,815,000 

1S40,  26,643,512 

Now,  how  much  of  this  fund  has  been  expended 

in  the  west?  how  much  in  the  northwest?  Let  the 
friends  of  the  northern  harbors  answer;  let  the 
friends  of  the  Cumberland  road  and  the  friends  to 
(he  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  western  rivers 
answer.  Not  a dollar  of  this  vast  sum  was  appro- 
priated to  the  protection  of  lake  commerce;  not  a 
dollar  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
western  rivers.  The  imposition  on  the  commerce 
of  the  Ohio  by  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation, 
and  the  consequent  high  tariff  of  tolls  at  the  falls, 
still  remains.  The  Cumberland  road,  that  great 
western  measure,  the  construction  of  which  was 
commenced  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
continued  through  the  subsequent  administrations 
to  the  present,  has  been  suffered  to  sink  into  a state 
of  dilapidation,  decay  and  ruin.  I talked  the  other 
day  with  a contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  in  my 
state  on  this  road,  and  he  told  me  he  would  have  to 
abandon  his  contract  at  all  hazards.  He  said  it 
would  ruin  him  to  try  to  go  on,  for  the  mail  was  so 
very  heavy  that  he  could  carry  no  passengers;  and 
so  soon  as  the  frost  was  out  in  the  spring,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  four  of  the  best  horses  lie  could  get 
to  travel  more  than  two  miles  an  hour  upon  it,  and 
even  then  they  would  swamp  or  mire  clown  at  the 
worst  places,  and  have  to  be  raised  by  rails  or  levers. 
And  yet,  sir,  out  of  your  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  the  last  three  years, 
not  one  dollar  could  all  the  entreaties  and  arguments 
we  could  use  obtain.  I saw  the  tendency  of  the 
doctrines  that  have  left  us  in  our  present  condition 
(orcibly  exemplified  at  the  last  session.  After  every 
proposition  that  had  been  introduced  favorable  to 
the  western  objects  which  I have  named  had  been 
voted  down,  and  it  was  declared  by  a distinguished 
senator  (Mr.  Calhoun)  that  our  appropriations 
had  been  dried  up,  a proposition  was  introduced  to 
appropriate  $90, 000  to  the  commencement  of  a new 
work  at  Pensacola,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico:  the 
same  senators  (hat  voted  against  the  Cumberland 
road  voted  for  the  Pensacola  work,  it  being  on  the 
seaboard.  And  even  at  this  session,  when  my  friend 
the  senator  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Young)  introduced 
a bill  making  a small  appropriation  to  the  Cumber- 
land road,  and  proposed  to  let  it  remain  on  the  or- 
ders without  reference,  the  senator  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  Clay)  objected,  and  wished  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  borrowing  money  fcr 
this  road;  and  yet  I am  greatly  mistaken  if  the  same 
senator  did  not  vote  for  the  Pensacola  appropriation 
when  the  government  was  borrowing  money,  with- 
out ever  putting  that  question  to  himself.  I intro- 
duce this,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  complain- 
ing  as  to  show  the  tendency  of  mordern  doctrines, 
and  the  propriety,  on  our  part,  of  providing  for 
contingencies.  Not  that  I have  any  disposition  to 
give  up  the  Cumberland  road  or  the  lake  harbors; 
far  from  it:  I expect  to  urge  them  upon  the  consi- 
deration of  congress  so  long  as  I am  honored  with 
a seat  in  this  body.  I hope,  however,  to  see  the 
Cumberland  road  provided  for  in  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  land  question  at  the  next  session  of 
congress.  It  was  originally  connected  with  it,  and 
I shall  contend  for  the  continuance  of  the  connexion. 
By  the  distribution,  at  least  a portion  of  the  money 
that  is  drawn  from  us  will  be  returned  to  our  peo- 
ple annually.  The  vivifying  influence  of  these  an- 
nual returns  will  be  felt  in  every  part  of  the  union, 
but  more  especially  in  the  west,  which  is,  by  the 
modern  doctrines,  in  effect,  cut  off  from  a partici- 
pation in  the  benefits  of  a national  treasury,  so  far 
as  direct  appropriations  are  concerned.  I can  speak 
for  my  own  state.  I know  that  hershare  of  the  dis- 
tribution will  be  most  acceptable  to  her,  circum- 
stanced as  she  is.  And  as  it  is  in  her  right,  I feel  it 
to  be  my  duly,  as  her  representative,  to  urge  the 
measure  by  my  voice  as  well  as  by  my  vote. 

At  the  moment  the  senator  from  Kentucky  intro- 
duced his  amendment,  the  senator  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Linn),  intimated  an  intention  of  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  distribution,  to  ap- 


propriate the  land  funds  to  the  navy  and  national 
defences  exclusively.  I suppose  he  meant  the  de- 
fences of  the  western  frontier,  as  that  subject  lies 
near  his  heart.  [Mr.  Linn,  flora  his  seat,  said,  no, 
sir;  the  entire  national  defences  ] The  senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  catching  at 
the  proposition,  but  understanding  it  to  be  confined 
to  the  navy  alone,  took  the  occassion  to  thank  the 
senator  from  Missouri  for  his  magnanimity,  and 
spoke  in  strains  of  eulogy  and  high  commendation 
of  the  project.  This  is  but  carrying  out  the  policy 
which  I have  stated  has  given  the  government  ap- 
propriations a salt  water  tendency;  but,  sir,  as  a 
western  senator,  I cannot  sustain  either  of  these 
propositions;  and,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood:  there 
is  no  one  here  who  would  go  further  to  sustain  the 
nation  in  all  necessary  appropriations  for  these  ob- 
jects; but  let  the  funds  necessary  for  the  purpose 
not  be  taken  exclusively  from  the  west;  let  not  Ihe 
door  be  closed  forever  to  a return  to  us  of  some  part 
of  the  money  that  is  abstracted  from  us  by  the  con- 
tinual drain  of  the  public  lands  upon  the  pockets  of 
our  citizens.  1 confess  that  the  two  propositions, 
coining  from  the  quarter  they  do,  are  somewhat 
alarming  to  those  who  hope  to  see  a return  to  the 
west  of  a portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 
The  objects  named  belong  to  the  general  charge; 
they  are  strictly  national,  and  let  the  nation  cherish 
them:  for,  should  the  time  come  when  our  patriot- 
ism and  devotion  to  our  country  shall  call  upon  us  in 
the  west  to  act  with  our  -brethren  in  (he  defence  of 
our  common  country,  by  land  or  by  sea,  they  have 
in  the  past  a sufficient  guaranty  for  the  future. 

Thirdly.  1 sustain  the  proposition  because  a com- 
promise founded  upon  it  will  not  unsettle  the  land 
system,  but  preserve  it  in  an  improved  form,  while 
all  the  different  interesls  represented  can  harmonize. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  effect  of  the  bill  of  the  se- 
nator from  S.  Carolina  will  be  to  unsettle  the  land 
system,  create  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  be- 
tween the  general  government  and  the  stales,  and 
produce  conflicts  arising  out  of  our  Indian  relations. 

The  distribution  bill  will  also  go  far  to  equalize 
the  states  who  have  received  public  lands  for  various 
purposes.  The  senator  from  Michigan,  (Mr.  Nor- 
vell),  has  repeatedly  introduced  this  subject, 
claiming,  upon  equitable  principles,  that  the  other 
new  states  should  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  of 
Ohio,  that  has  received  more  of  the  public  land  than 
any  other  new  state.  This  bill  will  accomplish  that 
object,  if  it  does  not  exceed  it.  The  12^  per  cent,  on 
the  unsold  lands  in  Michigan,  being  over  21,000,000 
acres,  would  bring  that  state  more  than  even  with 
Ohio.  Michigan  has  received  96.9,759  acres,  Ohio 
has  received  1,842,911  acres — difference  87.3,152 
acres;  124  per  cent,  or  1-Slh  of  the  unsold  lands  in 
Michigan  would  be  over  2,500,000  while  the  124 
per  cent,  on  the  2,000,000  acres  unsold  in  Ohio 
would  be  only  250,000  acres.  So  that  the  effect  of 
the  bill  will  be  entirely  favorable  to  those  of  the  new 
states  that  have  not  received  as  much  of  the  public 
lands  as  Ohio. 

These  are,  briefly,  my  reasons  for  supporting  the 
distribution  bill.  Let  us  look  at  the  grounds  on 
which  senators  place  their  objections  to  its  passage. 
So  far  as  I have  been  able  to  understand  them,  they 
are  these: 

Fiist.  The  measure  is  unconstitutional. 

Secondly.  It  will  retard  the  settlement  of  the 
states  by  holding  up  the  lands  for  prices  at  which 
they  will  not  readily  sell 

Thirdly.  It  will  stimulate  Ihe  states  to  drain  the 
treasury  of  alt  Ihe  revenue  of  the  nation,  and  leave 
the  general  government  helpless. 

Fourthly.  It  wi.l  corrupt  the  states,  and  produce 
prodigality  among  their  citizens. 

Fifthly-.  It  will  make  it  necessary,  by  abstracting 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  from  the  general 
revenue,  to  lay  additional  imposts  to  meet  ihe  deficit. 

These,  I believe,  comprise  the  principal  objec- 
tions; I have  stated  them  fairly,  and  I intend,  in  the 
progress  of  the  debate,  to  meet  and  discuss  them  in 
the  same  spirit  in  which  I have  laid  them  down. 

The  first  question  is  one  of  grave  import,  for  if 
that  should  be  against  me,  the  argument  closes,  and 
the  bill  falls,  so  far  as  depends  upon  my  vote.  I am 
apprized  of  the  position  that  is  maintained  by  those 
who  deny  the  constitutionality  of  Ihe  proposed  mea- 
sure; they  contend  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  raise 
money  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it  among  the 
states,  and  therefore,  inasmuch  as  the  abstraction  of 
the  land  fund  from  the  revenue  of  the  general  go- 
vernment creates  a deficit  that  must  be  made  up  bjr 
an  increase  of  imposts,  it  raises  the  constitutional 
objection.  The  view  that  I entertain  of  the  con- 
stitutional question  venders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
examine  the  position  assumed,  which  1 admit  to  be 
a question  of  grave  import,  but  which,  upon  a full 
discussion  in  congress,  was  decided  in  favor  of  the 
power  upon  the  question  of  distributing  (he  suiplus 
revenue;  and  that  decision  was  approved  of  by  the 
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late  president.  I feel  no  disposition  to  open  the  ar- 
gument of  the  question  until  the  case  shall  arise 
making  it  necessary  for  me  to  do  so. 

I contend  that  the  proposed  disposition  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  by  distributing  them 
among  the  states  according  to  population,  evidenc- 
ed by  their  representation  in  congress,  is  the  most 
constitutional  disposition  that  can  be  made  of  them, 
and  that  a faithful  discharge  of  the  constitutional  I 
duties  of  congress  demands  the  measure  proposed,  i 
The  land  question  arose  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution;  it  was  a revolutionary  measure 
in  its  origin;  it  bears  date  at  a period  anterior  to  that 
at  which  the  general  government  had  the  power  of 
levying  imposts  on  foreign  merchandise;  and  hence 
it  never  was  connected  with  that  mode  of  raising 
revenue.  The  different  states,  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  had  contracted  debts  which  the  confe- 
deration desired  to  see  liquidated.  Many  of  the 
states  owned  large  tracts  of  wild  land,  Virginia  being 
the  largest  proprietor,  her  claim  covering  the  most 
of  the  northwest  territory,  now  Ohio,  Indiana,  Il- 
linois, Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  Cessions  of  these 
lands  were  made  by  the  proprietary  states  to  the 
confederation.  That  of  Virginia,  which  may  be 
selected  to  test  the  question,  after  ceding  her  lands, 
provided  the  use  to  which  they  should  be  applied  as 
follows: 

“These  lands  shall  be  considered  a common  fund 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of'  the 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  states, 
Virginia  inclusive,  according  lo  (heir  usual  respec- 
tive proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bouafide  disposed  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatever.” 

The  confederation  being  a mere  league  of  states 
acting  for  the  benefit  ol  states,  accepted  the  cession  I 
upon  the  terms,  and  took  upon  itself  the  execution 
of  the  trust  confided  to  it.  In  1776,  after  the  (rust 
had  been  accepted  by  the  confederation  upon  the 
terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  while  ils  execu-  ' 
(ion  wa3  obligatory  upon  it,  the  federal  constitution  ! 
was  adopted,  in  which  provision  was  made  for  this 
very  property,  the  eye  of  the  convention  evidently 
being  directed  to  it.  The  3d  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticle provides  that 

“New  states  may  be  admitted  by  (he  congress 
into  this  union;  but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or 
erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state, 
nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or 
more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without  the  consent 
of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  concerned  as  well  as 
of  the  congress.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to 
dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  tin-  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  con- 
si  it  ulion  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular 
state.” 

Here  are  ample  powers  conferred  and  expressly 
delegated  to  congress  over  the  entire  subject  of  the 
public  domain,  the  object  of  which  was  clearly  to 
enable  the  general  government  to  act  directly  upon 
the  subject  matter  of  the  public  lands,  uncontrolled 
except  by  the  terms  of  the  constitution,  and  the  pre- 
vious contracts  and  engagements  of  the  confedera- 
tion. These  contracts  and  engagements  were  ex- 
pressly recognised  by  the  first  clause  of  the  6th  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution,  which  declares  that  “all 
debts,  contracts  and  engagements  entered  into  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  this  constitution  shall  be  as  valid 
against  the  U.  States  under  this  constitution,  as  under 
the  confederation.”  Thus  you  see  the  contracts 
and  engagements  of  the  confederation  of  states  un- 
der the  articles  were  expressly  recognised  and  pro- 
vided for  by  the  federal  constitution.  The  ques- 
tion then  arises,  did  the  cession  of  the  public 
lands  by  -the  slates,  and  the  acceptance  of  them  by 
the  confederation  under  the  deeds  of  cession,  upon 
the  terms  specified,  and  for  the  purposes  declared, 
amount  in  the  eye  of  the  law’ to  a “contract,”  or 
“engagement,”  on  the  part  of  the  confederation, 
which  was  obligatory  upon  it?  Can  there  beany 
doubt  upon  this  point?  If  not,  then  the  article  of  (he 
constitution  which  1 have  just  read  provides  for  the 
very  case,  and  the  obligations  of  the  general  govern- 
ment now  are  precisely  those  of  the  confederation 
before  the  change  of  government  and  the  adoption 
ol  the  federal  constitution.  The  question  then  re- 
curs, what  were  the  obligations  of  the  confederation? 
This  question  must  be  decided  by  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion, and  can  be  as  well  answered  in  the  very  lan- 
guage used  by  the  parties,  to  dispose  of  these  lands 
“for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  U.  States  as 
have  become  or  shall  become  members  of  the  con- 
federation or  federal  alliance  of  the  states,  Virginia 
inclusive,  according  lo  their  usual  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 


purpose,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever.”  I 
leave  the  constitutional  argument  here,  having  in 
my  own  mind  at  least  sustained  the  constitutionali- 
ty of  the  disposition  proposed  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  by  which  it  would  seem  to  follow  that 
any  other  disposition,  except  to  make  the  trust  fund 
more  valuable,  since  the  discharge  of  the  revolu- 
tionary debt,  for  which  purpose  they  were  ceded, 
has  been  in  violation  of  the  declared  object  of  the 
trust,  and  consequently  an  infraction  of  that  section 
of  the  constitution  which  I have  read,  securing  the 
inviolability  of  the  “contracts”  and  “engagements” 
of  the  confederation. 

The  questions  may  arise,  how  do  you  maintain, 
under  this  state  of  the  argument,  the  grants  of  lands 
to  the  new  states,  and  the  distribution  of  the  land 
fund  not  covered  by  the  deeds  of  cession?  My  an- 
swer to  the  first  is,  that  the  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  I have  read  expressly  gives  the  power  of 
disposition  over  the  property,  and  as  a trustee  con- 
gress has  the  power  to  grant  or  appropriate  one  part 
of  the  fund  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  residue. 
Such  has  been  the  character  of  all  the  grants  made. 
To  the  second  question  I would  say  that,  as  the 
other  lands  have  been  paid  for  by  the  people  of  all 
the  states,  the  same  people  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  a return  of  their  proceeds  upon  a fair  distribution, 
should  they  desire  it. 

Secondly.  Will  the  bill  retard  the  settlement  of 
the  states  in  which  the  lands  lie,  by  holding  up  the 
price  beyond  that  at  which  they  will  readily  seli? 
So  it  is  contended;  but  it  may  be  answered,  that  the 
incorporation  of  the  other  piinciples  in  the  compro- 
mise upon  it  would  entirely  remove  all  doubl  on  the 
subject.  Standing  alone,  however,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  new  states  have  a sufficient  guaranty  in  the 
fact  that  the  fund  is  to  be  distributed,  and  the  dis- 
position of  the  old  states  to  ge  t possession  of  their 
share  of  Ihe  fund  will  certainly  prompt  them  to  ac- 
celerate rather  than  retard  the  sales.  The  tendency 
of,the  measure,  I think,  therefore,  is  the  other  way, 
and  the  new  states  have  no  cause  for  alarm  on  that 
ground. 

Thirdly.  It  is  contended  that  it  will  stimulate  the 
states  to  drain  the  treasury  of  all  the  revenue  of  the 
nation,  and  destroy  the  general  government.  This 
position  presents  for  our  consideration  matters  of 
grave  and  solemn  import,  and  1 will  endeavor  to 
speak  of  it  as  its  importance  demands.  The  politi- 
cal relations  of  the  general  government  with  the 
state  governments,  as  well  as  the  relation  of  con- 
gress to  each,  are  involved  in  the  argument.  The 
assumption  is  that  the  states  would  destroy  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  that  we,  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  are  called  upon  to  protect  the  federal 
government  against  this  disposition  of  the  slates. 
Let  us  begin  at  the  source  of  power,  and  see  what 
the  position  is.  It  is  either  that  the  people  of  the 
states  are  hostile  to  the  people  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, being  the  identical  same  people,  or  that  the 
people  of  the  states  are  hostile  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  would  destroy  it  to  build  up  the  state 
governments.  Neither  of  these  positions,  I humbly 
conceive,  can  be  maintained.  If  it  were  not  so, 
would  not  that  hostility  long  since  have  been  carri- 
ed into  effect?  Is  it  a controversial  point  that  the 
federal  government  only  exists  at  the  will  of  the 
people  of  the  states?  Can  they  not  abolish  it  with- 
out even  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  revolution? 
Should  they  think  proper  to  do  so,  let  them  refuse 
or  omit  to  appoint  senators,  or  to  provide  for  tile 
election  of  members  of  congress,  or  to  elect  them,  for 
congress  iias  no  constitutional  power  even  to  ap- 
point the  time  of  electing  either,  or  to  act  upon  the 
subject,  nor  has  the  executive  any  greater  powers 
over  it,  or  let  them  omit  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  a president  by  appointing  electors,  which  they 
could  do  if  they  pleased.  I say,  let  the  states  take 
either  of  these  courses,  and  what  becomes  of  the 
federal  government?  The  parchment,  called  the 
constitution,  would  still  remain,  but  for  ail  practical 
purposes  it  would  be  as  a blank  piece  of  paper. 
The  government  would  stand  dissolved,  without 
violence,  without  bloodshed,  by  the  mere  operation 
of  non  user,  until  the  same  people  shall  think  pro 
per  to  put  the  machinery  in  motion.  So  you  see, 
sir,  tlie  people  of  the  states  are  to  the  complicated 
machinery  of  onr  system  of  government  what  the 
heart  is  to  the  human  system — its  vitality  and  i's 
pow’er.  Let  ns,  sir,  pursue  the  argument,  and  see 
what  our  position  is  as  members  of  the  senate.  Are 
we  not  the  creatures  of  the  different  states,  created 
by  their  power,  and  the  representatives  of  their  will, 
within  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution? 
Does  it  become  us  to  charge  those  who  delegated 
us  to  take  seats  on  this  floor,  who  clothed  ns  with 
all  the  powers  we  possess  as  senators,  to  turn  upon 
our  creators  and  charge  them  with  a disposition  to 
destroy  the  federal  government,  and  claim  for  our- 
selves the  high  prerogative  of  acting  as  the  exclu- 
sive protectors  of  the  federal  goverment  against  the 


assaults  of  the  states?  Can  we  maintain  the  po- 
sition that  we  hold  powers  legitimately  at  war  with 
the  rights  and  interests  of  our  common  constituents, 
the  states?  Let  senators  who  choose  to  assume  these 
high  grounds  maintain  them.  Our  duties  are  of  a 
two-fold  character--— while  we  sustain  the  federal 
government  and  support  the  federal  constitution, 
we  do  so  as  the  representatives  of  Ihe  states.  Sir, 
to  test  this  question,  how  would  senators  get  along 
with  instructions  from  the  legislatures  of  their  states 
on  this  subject  of  distribution?  Let  me  suppose  that 
the  honorable  senators  from  Missouri  were  instruct- 
ed, would  they'  turn  upon  Ihe  legislature  and  charge 
her  with  a disposition  to  destroy  the  federal  govern- 
ment, or  would  they  obey?  Suppose  the  legislature 
of  Alabama  should  instruct  her  senators,  would  they 
obey?  [Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said,  no,  sir.]  — 
Then  (he  senator  would  resign,  I suppose.  [Mr. 
Clay.  Yes,  sir,  I would  ] Well,  sir,  then  we 
would  get  another  senator  in  your  place,  who  would 
carry  out  the  will  of  the  state,  and  the  operation 
would  merely  exchange  one  senaton  for  another — 
the  principle  would  be  carried  out,  and  the  state 
W’ould  triumph.  I have  introduced  these  remarks 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that,  if  the  states  were 
so  disposed,  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  arrest  the 
fui  tiler  progress  of  the  operation  of  the  general  go- 
vernment without  resorting  to  the  supposed  course 
to  effect  that  object.  These  arguments  have  been 
predicated  on  the  supposition  that  the  people  of  Hie 
slates  are  hostile  to  the  general  government;  when, 
in  fact,  nothing  is  less  true:  the  people  of  the  states 
are  devotedly  and  patriotically  attached  to  the  fe- 
deral government;  instead  of  wishing  to  destroy  or 
embarrass  it,  they  would  come  to  its  rescue  in  the 
hour  of  peril  and  lay  down  their  lives  in  its  defence. 

Fourthly.  It  is  argued  that  it  will  corrupt  Hie 
slates,  and  lead  to  prodigality.  This  is  assuming 
the  position  that  the  people  of  the  states  are  not 
competent  to  manage  their  own  concerns,  and  that 
we  should  act  as  their  guardians — a doctrine  that 
has  of  late  years  found  its  way  into  congress,  and 
has  found  supporters  among  those  who  profess  a re- 
verence, next  lo  that  of  holy  writ,  for  democratic 
doctrines!  This  is  strange  democracy.  Afraid  !o 
trust  the  people  with  their  own  money!  And  pray, 
sir,  what  would  you  do  with  il!  Leave  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  federal  officers  for  safe  keeping?  Ay, 
that  is  the  safe  deposite.  They  cannot  be  corrupt- 
ed, as  a matter  of  course.  Is  that  the  doctrine  se- 
nators contend  for?  This  is  guarding  the  rights  ot 
the  people  of  the  states  with  a vengeance!  We  have 
their  money',  and  they  demand  it;  w’e,  their  repre- 
sentatives, answer,  you  cannot  have  it;  you  are  not 
capable  of  taking  care  of  il;  you  will  become  prodi- 
gal; let  ns  keep  it,  we  can  be  trusted;  your  money 
will  be  safely  kept  or  laid  out,  as  we  think  proper; 
recollect  it  is  all  for  your  good  that  we  put  our- 
selves to  the  trouble  of  taking  care  (hat  you  be  not 
tempted.  Would  a course  like  this  comport  with 
our  duty  to  the  states?  Let  senators  who  appove  of 
it  adopt  the  course,  it  does  not  suit  me.  On  the 
score  of  prodigality,  f know  of  no  state  that  could 
not  compare  notes  w ith  the  general  government  for 
Hie  last  four  years. 

The  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  refers 
to  the  deposite  of  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
states,  and  attributes  the  great  rage  for  speculation 
and  internal  improvements  to  that  deposite.  Sup- 
pose I admit  his  premises,  can  he  show  me  that  a 
similar  effect  would  not  have  been  produced  by  (he 
expenditure  of  the  same  sum  of  money'  by  Hie  ge- 
net al  government?  It  was  the  money  that  had  ita 
effect,  and  not  the  hand  that  scattered  it.  But,  sir, 
I cannot  let  the  remarks  of  the  senator  pass  without 
further  notice.  Ido  not  concur  with  him  in  the 
cause  to  which  he  refers.  The  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  the 
bargain  that  was  made  between  the  government  and 
the  local  or  slate  banks,  that  the  banks  should  pay  ;i 
per  cent,  on  Hie  public  deposites,  authorising  the 
banks  to  issue  upon  them;  the  circular  of  the  slcic- 
tary  of  the  treasury  directing  them  to  do  so,  and  ti.e 
consequent  inflation  of  the  currency,  produced  the 
effect  to  which  the  senator  from  Missouri  alluded, 
and  not  the  deposite  of  the  surplus  with  tile  slates. 

Fifthly.  It  is  objected  I hat,  by  abstracting  the 
land  fund  for  distribution,  it  will  become  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  deficit  by  laying  imposts.  I pre- 
sume this  position  is  well  founded,  provided  the 
present  imposts  shall  not  be  sufficient  for  an  econo- 
mical administration  of  public  affairs.  That  it  would 
iall  greatly  short  of  the  late  expenditures  I readily 
admit;  but  that  is  no  criterion  to  judge  by.  fori  trust 
the  expenditures  hereafter  will  be  brought  will', in 
economical  limits.  I hope,  in  no  emergency’  here- 
after, we  shall  be  required  to  resort  to  the  present 
policy  of  Ireasury  notes.  Let  us  suppose,  then,  for 
tlie  sake  of  argument,  that  we  shall  have  to  lay  im- 
post duties  to  make  up  the  deficit  of  the  land  fund. 
Those  duties  can  be  laid  upon  luxuries,  such  as 
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wines,  brandies  and  silks,  articles  consumed  by  the 
rich,  and  then  only  by  such  persons  as  choose  to  pay 
for  them.  The  great  laboring  class  of  society  would 
pay  very  little  of  the  duty,  while  they  would  receive 
their  proportion  to  tire  distribution.  As  a general 
policy,  I see  no  objection  to  it;  and  as  connected 
with  the  obligation  of  distribution,  it  would  be  the 
true  policy  in  the  contingency  of  which  I have 
spoken.  My  remarks,  Mr.  President,  will  be  clos- 
ed, so  far  as  the  land  question  is  concerned,  with 
this  declaration:  l do  not  anticipate  the  possibility 
of  arranging  this  great  subject  at  the  present  session; 
but  I hope  to  see  the  whole  matter  finally  settled  at 
the  next  session,  upon  terms  of  compromise  and  mu 
tual  concession,  to  the  benefit  of  the  people,  tire 
safety  of  the  general  government,  and  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  states.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  was  based  upon  a compromise  ol  conflicting 
opinions.  The  tariff  question,  that  almost  threaten- 
ed the  union,  was  so  settled;  and  why  should  not 
this  great  land  question  receive  the  same  blessing? 

1 would  here  close  my  remarks  and  resume  my 
seat,  hut  the  senate  must  pardon  me  for  noticing  the 
political  topic  that  has  been  introduced  into  tha  dis- 
cussion. I did  hope,  Mr.  President,  when  we  as- 
sembled here  at  the  present  session,  that  we  would, 
by  common  consent,  exclude  Irom  these  halls  all  the 
political  heat  that  was  created  in  the  late  political 
contest.  We  have  all  heard  enough  of  if  to  need 
repose  now  it  is  over,  Butin  this  1 have  been  dis- 
appointed. The  very  title  of  the  bill  introduces  the 
log  cabin  as  a political  reminiscence  calculated  to 
lead  to  political  discussion;  indeed,  it  has  so  led 
some  of  the  senators  who  have  addressed  you.  f did 
suppose  that  the  charges  that  have  been  made  in  the 
heated  partisan  presses,  that  the  late  presidential 
election  was  influenced  by  stock-jobbing  considera- 
tions in  England,  would  not  have  found  their  way 
into  this  august  body.  But  here,  again,  I have  been 
mistaken.  And  since  the  charge  has  been  made,  1 
desire  to  know  what  state  has  been  so  operated  upon. 
Let  the  charge  be  located.  For  my  state  and  her 
citizens  I repel  it.  1 had  seen  in  the  columns  of  file 
party  presses,  immediately  after  the  election  for 
president,  the  charge  that  the  election  had  been  car- 
ried by  fraud.  This  we  had  a right  to  expect,  for 
it  is  a principle  in  our  nature  to  attribute  our  defeat 
to  any  thing  else  than  a defect  in  ourselves  or  our 
conduct;  and,  so  long  as  the  charge  had  no  special 
location,  I thought  it  but  the  privilege  of  the  defeat- 
ed parly  to  excuse  themselves,  even  at  the  expense 
of  facts  and  of  the  feelings  of  their  opponents:  but, 
to  my  utter  astonishment,  I saw  in  the  official  organ 
the  location  of  this  fraud  in  my  own  state.  I had 
been  there  at  the  time  of  the  election,  had  heard  and 
seen  much,  and  I now  declare  to  you  I hat  I honest- 
ly believe  there  never  was  a more  fair  and  honest 
expression  of  public  opinion  in  the  state  than  there 
was  at  the  elections  there  last  summer  and  autumn. 
There  may  have  been  illegal  votes  given,  and  no 
doubt  were,  but,  if  so,  I have  good  reason  to  believe 
they  were  unknown  to  the  judges  and  inspectors, 
and  were  not  confined  to  one  side  alone. 

I am  aware  that  an  argument  has  been  based  on 
the  fact  that  there  were  more  votes  given  in  August 
and  November  than  there  were  polls  assessed  in  the 
spring.  Admit  this  to  be  true,  and  does  it  piove 
that  The  excess  were  illegal  voles,  or  that  they  were 
all  cast  on  one  side?  Or  may  it  not  lather  be  attri- 
buted to  the  fact  that  all  the  polls  were  not  taken  by 
the  assessors  in  the  spring,  or  that  some  may  have 
come  of  age  between  the  time  of  the  assessment  and 
the  election?  This  would  be  Ihe  charitable  view  of 
the  matter.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  these  same 
assessors  accidentally  returned  “2,235,906  acres  of 
laud  less  than  the  true  amount,”  and  then  make  Ihe 
calculation,  and  you  will  find  that  Ihe  vote  of  Indi- 
ana does  not  bear  a higher  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion than  an  average  of  other  states,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  even  the  official  would  consent  to  raise  the 
float  from  Indiana,  and  seek  some  other  point  of  lo 
cation.  It  does  not  become  me  to  say  what  was  the 
cause  of  the  defeat  of  the  administration  party  at  the 
late  election.  The  senator  from  Arkansas  and  my- 
self said  a few  words  on  that  subject  at  the  com- 
mencement of  my  remarks.  Still  I may  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  without  departing  from  Ihe  course  of  re- 
mark I have  laid  down  for  myself,  that  I attribute 
the  result  to  the  fact  that  those  in  power  lived  too 
far  from  the  people,  knew  too  little  of  their  interest, 
cared  too  little  for  their  wishes,  pressed  upon  the 
country  obnoxious  measures,  attempted  to  entrench 
themselves  in  power  by  the  application  of  doctrines 
with  which  the  great  body  of  the  people  had  no 
sympathy,  and  treated  with  disdain,  contempt, 
slander  and  abuse,  the  candidate  of  their  choice. — 
While  Ihe  warning  rebuke  has  been  pronounced  in 
tones  of  thunder,  it  has  been  both  solemn  and  in- 
structive. It  has  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  power 
of  the  ballot-box,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious 
form  of  government. 
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SENATE. 

March  2.  Mr.  Wall  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  hon.  Jacob  W.  Miller,  senator  elect  from  New 
Jersey,  from  and  after  the  fourth  of  March  next. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  infor- 
mation concerning  the  annual  appropriations  and 
expenditures. 

Mr.  Young  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  same  number  of  the  memorials 
presented  by  the  people  called  Mormons  or  “latter  day 
saints,’’  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  together  with  the  affidavits  taken 
ami  presented  in  support  of  the  same,  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  senate,  as  have  been  printed  of  a docu- 
ment purporting  to  be  the  testimony  given  before  the 
judge  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  in  the  trial  of  Joseph 
Smith  and  others  on  the  alleged  charges  of  high  trea- 
son and  other  crimes  against  the  state. 

Mr.  Young  said  that  statements  had  been  made 
in  documents  presented  from  the  legislature  of  Mis- 
souri, which,  if  all  contained  in  them  was  correct, 
would  go  to  show  that  these  “latter  day  saints” 
were  a very  dangerous  people.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, they  ought  at  least  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
defending  themselves;  and  they  had  assured  him 
they  would  defend  their  memorial  in  all  its  essential 
points.  The  government,  he  believed,  had  been 
called  on  to  pay  the  militia  of  Missouri  for  putting 
down  the  Mormons. 

Mr.  Linn  must  beg  leave  to  interrupt  the  senator; 
Missouri  never  called  on  the  government  for  any 
such  thing;  the  senator  was  entirely  mistaken. 
The  proper  place  for  the  memorial  was  the  legisla- 
ture of  Missouri,  not  the  senate  of  the  United 
States.  Was  the  senate  to  undertake  to  bring  Mis- 
souri to  her  bar  to  answer  to  the  complaint  of  the 
Mormons?  When  their  memorial  had  been  pre- 
sented at  a prior  session,  he  had  told  the  senate  it 
was  ex  parte,  and  reflected  improperly  on  the  state. 
It  was,  however,  published  to  the  world;  and  the 
statementhe  had  received  from  the  legislature,  set- 
ting forth  all  the  facts,  was  also  published;  and 
there  ought  to  he  an  end  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Young  moved  to  print  the  same  number  of 
the  present  document  as  had  been  printed  of  that 
from  the  legislature  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
on  the  table.  Mr.  Young  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
when  the  vote  stood  as  follows:  yeas  22,  nays  12. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, in  answer  to  the  memorial  of  the  corporate 
authorities  ot  Baltimore,  asking  lor  a suitable  forti- 
fication at  Soller’s  point  flats,  made  a report  of  con- 
siderable length,  closing  with  the  following  resolu 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate,  at  the 
next  session  of  congress,  reports  upon  the  military  and 
naval  condition  of  the  country;  showing  the  fortifica- 
tions or  other  permanent  defences  commenced,  com- 
pleted, projected  or  deemed  necessary — 

1st.  For  the  northern  frontier,  from  Lake  Superior 
to  Passainaquoddv  bay. 

2d.  For  the  maratime  frontier  from  Passamaquoddy 
bay  to  Cape  Florida. 

3d.  For  the  gulf  frontier,  from  Cape  Florida  to  the 
Sabine  bay. 

4th.  For  the  western  frontier,  from  the  Sabine  bay 
to  Lake  Superior. 

Together  with  a conjectured  estimate  of  the  expenses 
of  constructing  or  completing  such  works  as  may  not 
yet  have  been  completed  or  commenced;  going  into 
the  state  of  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  the  ar- 
mories, magazines  and  foundaries,  the  floating  or  other 
steam  batteries,  all  vessels,  ships  of  war,  navy  yards, 
docks,  naval  establishments,  &c.  that  may  have  been 
commenced  or  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  the  object  of  the  report;  it 
was  to  obtain  the  views  of  the  coining  administra- 
tion in  relation  to  the  system  of  national  defence. 
Three  different  plans  had  been  presented:  one  from 
a board  of  officers,  one  submitted  under  the  admi- 
nistration of  general  Jackson  in  1830,  and  another 
in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  1840. 
It  was  not  proper,  he  thought,  to  report  on  an  isolat- 
ed case,  when  a general  system  of  national  defence 
was  indispensable.  He  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  rose  and  spoke  at  very  considerable 
length,  painting  the  defenceless  condition  of  tile 
whole  country,  as  well  along  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary as  from  Passamaquoddy  bay  to  Florida.  Not  a 
spot  was  there  throughout  that  wide  extended  range 
(hat  could  defend  itself  from  a single  frigate  of  the 
enemy.  He  pointed  to  N.  York,  to" Charleston,  and 
in  short,  to  every  city  in  the  country,  and  asked, 
where  was  there  one  that  could  successfully  resist 
any  ordinary  force?  It  was  lamentable  to  think 
how  the  national  defence  had  been  neglected  by  a 
party  which,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  had  large 
majorities  in  both  branches.  How  could  they  ac 
count  to  the  people  for  a remissness  so  deplorable? 


Every  thing  connected  with  the  defence  had  gone 
into  a state  of  dilapidation  and  decay.  He  express- 
ed liis  deep  regret  that  so  much  precious  time  should 
have  been  lost,  and  which,  he  feared,  could  never 
be  recalled. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of 
(he  senate  now  to  answer  the  arguments  of  the  se- 
nator from  South  Carolina,  but  he  would  pledge 
himself  to  controvert  them  all  when  the  matter 
came  up  at  the  next  session.  He  would  make  no 
speeches  for  the  galleries. 

Mr.  Preston  apprehended  that  speeches  to  the 
galleries  were  made  from  the  other  side  of  the 
house  rather  (Iran  on  his. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  house  bill  making  appropriation  lor  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  lor  the 
year  1341. 

This  bill  having  been  amended  in  several  particu- 
lars, which  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Henderson,  Wright,  Anderson,  Southard,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Calhoun  and  others,  the  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  for  1841  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  having  been 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  house  hill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  lor  the  year  1841,  after  being 
amended,  and  the  amendment  debated  at  great 
length  by  Messrs.  Benton,  Pierce,  Hubbard  Sevier, 
Henderson,  Wright,  Porter,  Norvell,  Calhoun,  While 
and  others,  was  ordered  to  he  read  a third  time. 

A bill  lo  authorise  the  issues  of  patents  for  certain 
entries  of  the  public  lands,  and  a bill  explanatory  of 
an  act  supplemental  (o  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lauds,”  approved  June  22,  1S38,  were  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick , the  bill  lor  chartering 
the  banks  for  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken 
up,  and  amended  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and 
Wright,  when  Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  an  amend- 
ment a bill  embracing  the  following  features: 

Every  stockholder  shall  record  his  stock  in  the 
clerk’s  office,  the  schedule  of  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished every  three  months  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
District;  every  sale  and  transfer  to  be  placed  on  re- 
coid  and  published  within  ten  days. 

To  issue  no  notes  of  less  than  $ 20,  under  a penal- 
ty of  five  hundred  dollars. 

If  specie  be  refused,  enabling  any  justice  to  enter 
up  judgment  with  20  per  cent,  damage,  and  cost  of 
suit. 

Making  the  passing  of  any  note  by  any  indivi- 
dual, of  less  than  $20,  liable  to  a forfeiture  of  dou- 
ble the  amount  of  the  note. 

That  if  any  person  shall  establish  a bank  and  is- 
sue notes  as  money,  without  means  of  leaeeming 
the  same  in  current  coin,  lie  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  shall  be  im- 
prisoned not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Mr.  Tappan  spoke  in  favor  of  the  principles  of 
his  amendment,  and  against  banking  generally,  until 
a late  hour,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  to  go 
into  executive  business;  after  which  the  senate 
took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  The  vice  president  having  called 
the  senate  to  order,  he  arose  and  addressed  the  se- 
nate as  follows: 

Yesterday  I intimated  to  the  senate  that  I should, 
some  time  during  the  session  of  this  day,  feel  it  my 
duty  to  retire  from  my  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing the  senate  an  opportunity  of  selecting  a presid- 
ing officer,  lor  the  convenience  of  organization  on 
the  4th  of  March;  and  I have  selected  this  moment 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  separate  the  official  ties 
which  have  existed  between  myself  and  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body  for  the  last  tour  years.  I have 
much  doubted  the  propriety  of  making  any  remarks 
on  this  occasion.  What  I say,  therefore,  shall  be 
very  brief,  because  the  time  would  not  permit,  nor 
would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  give  utterance  to  all 
that  my  feelings  suggest. 

In  taking  my  leave  of  the  members  of  this  body, 
language  is  inadequate  to  express  the  feelings 
which  agitate  my  bosom.  I have  been  associated 
with  a very  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
senate,  not  only  here  during  the  last  four  years, 
but  for  many  years  in  the  councils  of  our  common 
country;  and  it  has  been  my  great  happiness  during 
that  period,  whatever  diversity  of  opinion  or  senti- 
ment has  existed  between  me  and  my  political 
friends  on  minor  points,  or  between  me  and  those 
from  whom  I differ  on  points  of  greater  magnitude, 
to  know  that  my  personal  relations  with  them  have 
ever  been  kind  and  tender.  I was  elected  to  the 
place  I occupy  by  an  equal  vote  of  the  electoral 
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college,  and  by  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  senate, 
after  having  served  my  country  for  the  term  of  thir- 
ty-two years — two  years  in  my  native  state  as  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  and  thirty  years  in  the 
congress  of  the  U.  States,  either  as  a member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  o^  as  a member  of  the  se- 
nate; and  in  the  discharge  of  the  labors  and  toils 
which  devolved  upon  me  in  this  chair — humble  as 
was  the  attempt  to  discharge  them  faithfully — my 
station  has  been  rendered  pleasant  and  agreeable: 
and  I must  not  omit  to  say  that,  whatever  momen- 
tary agitation  or  excitement  in  debate  may  have 
interrupted  the  harmony  and  quiet  and  order  of  the 
body,  1 can  declare,  wilh  truth  and  with  candor, 
that  such  has  been  the  generous,  the  magnanimous 
course  of  the  individual  members  of  the  body,  and 
particularly  such  has  been  their  indulgence  towards 
me,  who  never  studied  the  rules  of  order  technically, 
that  my  station  here  lias  been  rendered  pleasant  and 
agreeable.  And  if,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties,  I have  ever  failed  to  gain  your  approbation 
or  to  meet  your  acquiescence  in  the  course  I have 
pursued,  it  has  always  arisen,  not  from  any  want  of 
inclination,  but  from  a want  of  ability  on  my  part 
to  have  formed  them  better.  It  has  been  my  con- 
stant endeavor  to  act  with  perfect  impartiality  to- 
wards the  members  of  this  body.  I viewed  each 
senator  as  the  representative  of  a sovereign  and  in- 
dependent state,  and  as  entitled  to  equal  considera- 
tion from  me.  The  place  from  which  I am  about 
to  retire  will  be  occupied  by  a distinguished  citizen 
of  Virginia,  who  has  been  called  by  the  voice  of  the 
people  to  this  station:  and  I should  not  do  jus- 
tice to  myself  if  I did  not  say  that  I retire  from  it 
without  the  least  dissatisfaction;  for,  humble  as 
have  been  my  services  to  my  country,  I have  been 
devoted  to  the  great  radical  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  submission  to  the  voice  of  the  people  when 
constitutionally  expressed. 

1 now  return  to  you,  one  and  all,  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  tor  the  kindness  and  friendship 
which  have  always  been  extended  towards  me,  and 
wish  you  all  well,  whatever  destiny  may  attend  you. 
And  when  I am  far  distant  from  you — as  time  must 
separate  us  all  even  here,  not  to  speak  of  hereafter 
— as  long  as  I shall  have  my  recollection  to  remem- 
ber the  associations  which  I have  had  with  this  bo- 
dy, I shall  always  be  animated  by  the  sentiment  ol 
kindness  and  friendship  with  which  I take  my  final 
leave  of  the  senate. 

The  vice  president  having  retired,  and  the  chair 
being  occupied  by  Mr.  Hubbard — 

Mr.  Mangvm  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  tire  consideration  of  the  senate: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  the  senate 
are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Richard  M.  John- 
son, the  president  of  the  senate, _ for  the  dignity  and  im- 
partiality wilh  which  he  has  presided  over  its  delibera- 
tions. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  by  the  secretary 

Mr.  Mangvm  said:  I do  not  know,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  out  of  place  in  me  to  rise  in  the  senate,  on 
this  occasion,  to  notice  the  conduct  of  our  presiding 
ofiicer,  for  I have  bad  the  honor  of  a personal  ac- 
quaintance with  that  gentleman  for  many  years 
past;  and  though  it  has  been  my  misfortune,  during 
a great  portion  of  that  time,  to  take  different  views 
on  great  political  questions,  I apprehend  that  I,  in 
common  wilh  the  great  portion  of  the  body  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  can  entertain  but  one 
sentiment  respecting  the  kindness  and  excellence 
of  his  personal  character;  for  his  kindness,  his  ge- 
nerosity, his  magnanimity,  have  placed  him  high  in 
the  estimation  of  every  good  man,  without  respect 
to  political  distinctions.  I but  give  vent  to  my 
unaffected  feelings  of  respect  on  this  occasion,  yet 
I should  not  have  risen  and  obtruded  myself  in  ad- 
vance of  others,  but  for  the  consideration  that  it 
would  proceed  with  a better  grace  from  one  who 
hastaken  different  views,  but  w hose  private  opinion 
of  that  distinguished  man  has  never  been  impaired. 
1 therefore  move  the  unanimous  adoption  ol  the  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said:  I rise,  sir,  with 
peculiar  satisfaction,  to  second  the  motion  of  my 
friend  near  me.  Perhaps  that  motion  should  have 
proceeded  from  myself,  as  one  of  the  representatives 
of  the  state  from  which  that  gentleman  comes.  I 
should  most  undoubtedly  have  made  such  a motion, 
if  it  had  not  been  made  by  the  senator  from  North 
Carolina;  but  I am  happy  that  my  friend  has 
thought  proper  to  offer  this  resolution.  Sir,  with- 
out meaning  to  refer  at  all  to  those  great  questions 
of  national  policy  on  which  it  is  my  misfortune  to 
differ  from  the  vice  president,  who  has  just  retired 
from  the  chair,  I bear  a willing  testimony  to  his 
worth.  He  possesses  that  which  1 consider  as  one 
of  the  best  qualities  of  our  nature — an  excellence  of 
heart,  and  a kindness  of  disposition  and  of  feeling 
towards  all  our  common  race.  And  in  relation  to 
the  station  he  has  filled,  I can  bear,  as  I do,  with 


equal  pleasure,  this  further  testimony,  that,  on  all 
occasions,  he  lias  evinced  a perfect  impartiality; 
and  I have  been  able  to  judge,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  a quality  amongst  the  first,  if  not  the 
very  first,  to  be  possessed  by  the  presiding  officer 
of  any  deliberative  body.  Sir,  he  has  been  distin- 
guished, both  in  the  field  and  the  cabinet  of  his 
country;  and,  wherever  he  has  been  known,  he  has 
been  esteemed  and  beloved  for  his  patriotism,  for 
his  worth,  and  for  his  kindness  of  heart;  and  I hope, 
in  the  retirement  which  he  is  about  to  enter,  be  may 
continue  to  enjoy  that  felicity  which  should  ever  be 
felt  by  those  who,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
errors  of  judgment — and  errors  of  judgment  all 
must  have  made,  more  or  less — have  the  conscious 
ness  of  having  discharged,  according  to  their  best 
judgment,  their  duty  to  their  country. 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  3.  The  vice  president  having  retired  last 
evening  from  the  chair,  the  hon.  Win.  R.  Ring,  of 
Alabama,  was  elected  president  pro  tempore  of  the 
senate.  The  votes  were,  for  Mr.  King  1G;  for  Mr. 
Southard  9;  for  Mr.  Huntington  2;  and  one  vote  each 
for  three  other  senators. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  the  bill  which  had  pass- 
ed the  house  of  representatives  for  extending  for 
the  term  of  five  years  the  act  of  1838  concerning 
navy  pensions  came  up  for  consideration;  and,  after 
debate,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  (virtually  rejected).  Mr.  Wal- 
ker afterwards  moved  a reconsideration  of  this  vote; 
and  the  senate  refused  to  reconsider  it  by  a vote  of 
23  nays  to  17  yeas. 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session  to  a late 
hour  at  night,  and  afterwards  adjourned  sine  die. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  March  1.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  changing  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing to  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  and  pointing  out  the  rou- 
tine of  business. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications — Mr. 
Dawson  in  the  chair.  The  bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Waddxj  Thompson  moved  to  increase  the  pro- 
posed amount  for  the  repairs  of  Fort  Independence 
and  sea-wall  of  Castle  island  from  35,000  to  90,000 
dollars.  He  staled  he  had  been  requested  by  the 
military  committee  to  move  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Jones  resisted  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Thompson  appealed  to  Mr.  J.  After  some 
further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Fillmore,  Mr. 
Thompson  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Cross  then  moved  to  insert  an  amendment  to 
appropriate  $50,000  for  Foit  Wayne.  But  before 
it  was  considered,  Mr.  Thompson  marie  a point  of 
order,  insisting  that  the  bill  might  be  laid  aside  by 
a vote  of  the  house,  without  general  consent. 

Mr.  Cross  insisted  on  the  floor,  and  was  urging 
his  amendment,  when  the  chair  said  it  would  be  in 
order  at  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$6,000  for  forts  Preble  ajid  Seammel  in  Portland 
harbor. 

Messrs.  Thompson  and  Jones  boih  stated  that  there 
was  an  unexpended  appropriation  of  last  year  for 
these  objects. 

Mr.  Smith  warmly  urged  the  defenceless  condi- 
tion of  the  coast  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Will . Cost  Johnson  had  voted  with  great  hesi- 
tancy for  any  forts  w'hatever;  not  that  lie  was  op- 
posed to  defences  by  fortifications,  but  because  we 
were  spending  money  on  forts  and  then  leaving 
them  unarmed.  Scarce  one  was  at  this  moment 
fully  equipped  with  ordnance. 

After  showing  the  condition  of  the  respective  for- 
tifications, Mr.  J.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  aside 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee,  to  take  up  the 
bill  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  with  a 
view  to  move  an  amendment  to  it  empowering  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  purchase  a site  for 
a foundry,  and  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  requi- 
site ordnance. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  would  find  this  a 
better  mode  of  securing  the  coast  of  Maine  Ilian  to 
repair  forts  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Pickens  rose  to  free  the  committee  from  an 
erroneous  impression  that  an  angry  correspondence 
had  taken  place  between  the  British  and  American 
ministers  as  to  the  case  of  McLeod.  He  was  hap- 
py to  state  that  he  had  just  received  authentic  in- 
formation stating  that  no  correspondence  of  that 
complexion  had  taken  place;  none  going  to  vary 
in  the  least  the  previous  state  of  that  question;  no- 
thing ot  sufficient  importance  to  he  communicated 
to  either  government. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  the  bill  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  would  be  speedily  adopted.  The  system 
of  defence  should  be  carefully  and  coolly  adopted. 


When  a proper  system  should  be  adopted,  he  was 
ready  to  vote  any  amount'necessary  to  carry  it  into 
effect — far  more  than  could  be  raised  from  a\vi etch- 
ed system  of  duties  ori  silks  and  wines.  He  hoped 
that  central  points  would  be  taken  and  fortified, 
but  with  a view  to  connexion  with  the  navy.  The 
existing  plan  of  fortification  had  been  biought  Irom 
France  by  a very  distinguished  French  officer,  but 
was  totally  unfit  for  this  country,  Mr.  P. designat- 
ed a few’  of  these  points. 

[Mr.  Barnard  inquired  what  was  to  be  done  at 
the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain?] 

Mr.  P.  said  it  would  be  futile,  it  would  be  mad- 
ness, for  the  British  to  attempt  an  invasion  in  that 
quarter:  circumstances  had  completely  changed 
since  1 S] 2:  our  densest  population  was  now  in  that 
quarter  of  the  union:  and  the  movement  would  be 
one  from  our  country  upon  Canada,  and  not  from 
Canada  upon  us.  Let  there  be  a general  system 
provided  for  the  whole  country:  when  that  should 
be  done,  be  would  vote  any  amount  that  the  honor 
and  safety  of  the  country  should  require. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  stated  that  the  estimates  from  the 
war  department  had  been  graduated,  not  by  a re- 
gard to  the  actual  wants  of  our  defences,  but  to  the 
amount  w hich  the  treasury  could  spare  to  this  ge- 
neral object.  He  protested  against  this,  and  against 
the  idea  of  so  relying  on  the  substitution  of  steam 
batteries  and  naval  defence  as  to  drop  all  regard  to 
our  fortifications.  He  urged  the  adoption  of  the  bill 
from  the  military  committee. 

Mr.  Cushing  admitted  that  the  question  of  forti- 
fications was  one  of  the  most  difficult  ever  submit- 
ted to  congress.  The  present  system  of  forts  was 
a relic  of  the  old  system  which  had  prevailed  in  the 
days  of  the  revolution,  on  which,  had  been  engraft- 
ed that  suggested  by  gen.  Bernard,  w ho  has  select- 
ed the  salient  points  of  the  coast  to  be  secured, 
and  had  then  classified  the  works  first  to  be  com- 
pleted, and  then  those  which  could  be  deferred,  &c. 
In  view  of  all  this,  the  practical  questions  coniinu- 
ally  came  up.  How  much  should  be  given  each 
year  to  these  works?  wdiether  we  should  wait  for 
improvements?  and  whether  we  should  look  solely 
to  the  state  of  the  treasury?  There  was  a true  and 
sound  principle  applicable  to  all  the  works  of  the 
first  class.  Pie  denied  that  the  system  of  general 
Bernard,  ill  application  to  the  first  and  second  class, 
w’as  liable  to  any  objection;  no  change  in  the  mode 
of  defences  could  ever  render  these  antiquated. 
Whatever  may  be  the  improvements  from  the  in- 
troduction of  steam  or  use  of  new  projectiles,  be 
should  assume  that  these  works  w’ere  not  ever  to  be 
abandoned.  Mr.  C.  referred  to  an  able  report  of 
colonel  Totten.  He  protested  against  the  idea  that 
floating  batteries  and  ships  of  war  were  to  super- 
sede the  use  ol  fixed  batteries,  as  heretofore  used. 
However  desirable  it  might  be  that  steam  frigates 
and  steam  batteries  should  be  added  to  our  fleet, 
yet  he  repudiated  the  idea  that  these  forts  w’ere  to 
be  neglected  or  abandoned.  He  derided  the  ap- 
prehension that  our  great  cities  w ere  to  be  bombard- 
ed and  destroyed;  they  would  be  seized  only  as 
points  for  a foothold  and  for  the  depot  of  naval 
lorces  on  our  coast.  He  dwelt  upon  the  facility  of 
concentrating  our  people  to  defend  any  point  as- 
sailed,  and  desired  they  should  have  the  aid  of  for- 
tifications in  repelling  the  enemy.  But,  beside  our 
Atlantic  frontier,  we  had  a long  line  of  frontier  in 
an  unprotected  condition;  and  to  this  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  house  and  the  country.  True,  wo 
were  in  contact  with  but  three  nations,  Texas, 
Mexico  and  Great  Britain.  From  the  first  two  vve 
had  nothing  to  apprehend;  but  the  third  was  the 
greatest  land  and  naval  power  on  earth,  unitingthe 
military  ambition  of  Rome  with  the  maritime  am- 
bition of  Carthage  and  her  avaricious  spirit.  Of  a 
frontier  line  of  two  thousand  miles  between  her 
and  us,  but  one-third  part  was  free  from  dispnf.  ; 
two-thirds  remained  unsettled.  All  our  frontier 
was  contiguous  to  the  military  posts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Our  commerce  to  New  Orleans  passed  a 
narrow  and  tortuous  channel,  whose  coast  was  fill- 
ed with  points  fortified  by  Britain.  Not  only  did 
this  frontier  need  fortification,  but  the  north  and 
northeastern  frontier  required  it  in  like  degree. 
The  United  States  were  bound  by  the  innate,  un- 
dying spirit  of  liberty  to  look  well  to  her  defences. 
Still,  he  repeated  the  declaration  that  he  had  not 
the  slightest  apprehension  of  the  occurrence  of  any 
war  with  Great  Britain.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  (Mr.  Smith)  said  he  was  so  much  engaged 
in  diplomacy  that  lie  had  lost  all  fears  of  war. 

Mr.  Smilh  explained.  He  had  only  said  that  the 
gentleman’s  tone  respecting  war  was  such  as  be- 
came a diplomatist;  not  that  he  was  busy  in  diplo- 
macy, but  only  that  he  hoped  to  be. 

My.  Cushing  replied;  denying  that  he  wished  or 
would  accept  any  post  under  government.  Here 
was  his  proper  sphere;  he  sought  no  other;  so  long 
as  he  should  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his  consti- 
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merits,  he  should  continue  to  act  as  an  independent 
member  of  congress.  Mr.  C.  denied  that  he  had 
changed  his  tone  as  to  the  subject  of  war.  He 
talked  war  now  as  he  had  talked  it  heretofore:  and 
he  talked  peace  in  like  manner.  Though  he  trust- 
ed not  soon,  yet,  knowing  that  the  United  States 
had  once  been  compelled  to  contend  in  arms  for 
independence,  and  again  for  the  freedom  of  the 
seas,  with  Great  Britain,  the  time  must  come  when 
she  would  be  compelled  to  do  the  same  again  for 
the  security  and  integrity  of  her  soil. 

Mr.  Jlnderson,  of  Maine,  offered  an  amendment, 
which  his  colleague  (Mr.  Smith)  accepted  as  a mo- 
dification, for  other  points  on  the  coast  of  Maine  on 
which  works  had  been  commenced  or  ordered.  He 
was  at  a loss  to  know'  why  the  appropriations  of 
congress  had  been  confined  to  the  harbor  of  Port- 
land, when  the  w hole  coast  lay  utterly  defenceless 
from  the  attacks  of  a British  maritime  iorce.  Mr. 
A.  referred  to  documents  in  support  of  the  view  he 
had  submilted,  and  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of 
providing  the  defences  he  had  included  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  opposed  the  idea  of  laying  aside 
the  regular  bill  from  the  committee,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  departments,  and  taking  up  another 
from  a different  committee,  proposing  larger,  much 
larger,  appropriations  for  a magnificent  system  ol 
fortification.  He  was  as  much  awake  to  the  ne- 
cessity for  defence  as  any  man:  but  other  conside- 
rations were  to  be  looked  at.  Here  doctors  dis- 
agreed: some  held  that  the  immense  sums  we  had 
spent  on  these  forts  w'ere  thrown  away:  that,  in 
spite  of  all  the  millions  appropriated,  the  country 
was  defenceless,  and  a single  frigate  might  capture 
the  city  of  New  York!  Instead  of  a new'  system 
for  forts,  his  plan  w’as  entirely  different.  Every 
few  days  we  had  a war  humbug  to  authorise  the 
picking  of  the  people’s  pockets.  This  very  morn- 
ing lie  had  heard  about  a most  angry  correspon- 
dence betw  een  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 

His  plan  was  to  appropriate  only  for  foi  ts  already 
begun,  and  then  to  appoint  a commission  to  report 
on  the  point  whether  these  forts  were  or  were  not 
worthy  of  being  relied  on. 

Mr.  Thompson  replied  that  this  very  thing  had 
been  done.  In  May,  1840,  a most  luminous  re- 
port had  been  rendered  by  some  of  the  ablest  mili- 
tary men  in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  going  to 
show  that  the  new  inventions  in  gunnery  and  steam 
navigation  rendered  works  like  those  now  proposed 
by  the  military  committee  more  needed  than  ever. 
He  trusted  he  should  hear  no  more  of  these  wild 
and  unfounded  assertions  by  men  unacquainted 
wit!:  military  science. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  he  was  a man  of  peace,  and 
professed  not  to  “speak  of  war  in  the  presence  of 
Hannibal.”  But  he  must  object  to  a magnificent  bill 
at  a time  when  gentlemen  were  proclaiming  that 
the  country  was  exhausted,  and  on  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Mr.  V.  here  went  back  to  the  history  of  the 
distribution  bill,  when  gentlemen,  instead  of  apply- 
ing our  surplus  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  di- 
vided it  among  the  states.  But  now,  when  they 
saw  the  country  w'as  fainting,  and  almost  dying, 
gentlemen’s  patriotism  was  vivid  as  the  lightning. 
He  was  glad,  however,  to  find  that  the  fears  of  war 
were  disclaimed  on  every  side.  Why,  then,  tax  a 
people  ground  down  by  the  mal-administrafion  of 
these  dreadful  locos?  He  protested  against  it,  and 
washed  his  hands  of  it. 

Mr.  Fillmore  wished  to  know  whether  any  mem- 
ber of  the  foreign  committee  had  received  any  ad- 
ditional information  relating  to  our  relations  with 
Great  Britain  since  the  house  met. 

No  reply  b'-ing  given — Mr.  F.  said  the  public 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Pickens  was  wholly  incon- 
sistent witii  what  he  had  communicated  to  Mr.  F. 
but  a few  minutes  before.  As  to  any  change  in  the 
language  of  western  New  York,  lie  would  be  glad 
if  his  colleague  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  would  point  out 
any  evidence  of  this. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  referred  to  a speed',  by  Mr.  F. 
on  the  outrage  upon  the  Caroline. 

Mr.  Fillmore  denied  that  his  tone  had  ever  chang- 
ed on  tiiat  subject.  He  thought  and  spoke  of  if 
now  as  lie  ever  had  done.  It  was  an  unmitigated 
outrage.  Yet  Mr.  F.  did  not,  on  that  account,  ap- 
prove of  an  inflammatory  report,  ami  vote  to  spread 
it  through  the  country,  and  then  rise  here  and  pro- 
fess to  be  “a  man  of  peace.”  He  denied  that  the 
works  for  which  this  bill  provided  were  useless; 
and  as  to  waiting  for  new  plans  of  defence,  and 
then  voting  immense  appropriations,  as  Mr.  Pickens 
had  promised  to  do,  would  it  not  be  better  first  to 
call  on  Great  Britain  to  wait,  in  her  attack  on  ns, 
till  we  were  prepared  with  a grand  system  to  resist 
her? 

Mr.  Pickens  (who  had  now  just  entered  the 
hall)  explained,  and  stated  his  gratification  in  being 
able  to  state  that  since  his  conversation  with  Mr. 


F.  he  had  received  authentic  information  which 
contradicted  the  previous  rumor. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rejoiced  to  hear  it,  but  still  dwelt 
on  the  necessity  of  keeping  our  eyes  open  to  facts 
before  us.  Mr.  F.  was  now  going  to  state  some- 
thing in  relation  McLeod;  when  the  chair  admo- 
nished him  against  wandering  from  the  subject. 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  The  act  of  McLeod  had  been 
avowed  by  the  British  minister  as  an  act  authorised 
by  the  government  of  a British  province.  If  so, 
did  gentlemen  suppose  the  British  government 
would  abandon  McLeod  to  his  fate?  It  was  a plain 
question,  and  a very  important  one.  True,  there 
was  a probability  he  would  be  acquitted.  But  if 
he  should  be  condemned,  what  would  probably 
follow?  Were  the  laws  of  New  York  to  be  sus- 
pended? arid  by  what  authority?  Was  it  not  wise 
to  look  at  this  state  of  things?  He  asked  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  if,  under  these  circum- 
stances, ire  could  justify  himself  to  leave  the 
northern  frontier  wholly  undefended?  Was  it  right? 
Was  it  just?  Mr.  F.  was  not  surprised  that  gen- 
tlemen on  the  Atlantic  should  be  desirous  of  pro- 
viding for  the  safety  of  that  frontier. 

Mr.  F.  had  but  five  minutes’  walk  to  see  the 
bristling  Britisli  bayonets  which  irr  the  same  time 
could  be  brought  into  the  heart  of  his  own  city. 
Was  it  not  surprising  that  gentlemen  could  insist 
on  a bill  whose  appropriations  were  exclusively 
confined  to  tire  Atlantic  coas'?  Even  in  the  bill 
from  the  military  committee  but  $75,000  were  pro- 
posed for  the  whole  internal  frontier,  while  over 
two  millions  were  appropriated  for  the  coast.  On 
that  committee  there  were  very  few  gentlemen 
W'ho  resided  on  the  frontier;  and  this  might  possi- 
bly be  the  explanation  of  the  fact.  Great  Britain 
was  now  building  steam  frigates  on  the  lakes,  and 
on  the  British  side  there  was  a canal,  by  which  de- 
fences could  be  transferred  from  one  lake  to  ano- 
ther; while  on  our  side  there  was  nothing  of  the 
kind.  What  was  the  only  argument  urged  in  reply 
to  this?  Onljr  that  the  war  would  be"  in  Canada, 
and  not  in  our  own  territory.  Why?  Why  should 
the  standing  army  of  Great  Britain,  now  in  Cana- 
da, (which  was  larger  than  the  whole  standing 
army  of  the  United  States),  abstain  from  marching 
over  the  line?  Had  they  not  the  power  of  locomo- 
tion? 

Mr.  Monroe  observed  that  the  committee  on  mi- 
litary affairs  had  been  instructed  to  make  a report 
proposing  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  to  introduce  a bill  for  such  fortifications  as  were 
immediately  necessary.  The  committee  had,  ac- 
cordingly, given  tlie  whole  subject  a thorough  in- 
vestigation, and  had  reported  the  lowest  possible 
amount  which  could  be  made  to  answer.  Mr.  M. 
had,  himself,  been  in  favor  of  reporting  an  amount 
much  greater;  but  the  committee  concluded  to  re- 
duce their  estimate  to  the  lowest  practicable  point, 
which  was  $1,718,000.  Mr  M.  was  satisfied  with 
the  bill,  and  he  could  wish  that  gentlemen,  instead 
of  spending  the  time  in  talking  about  it,  would  vote 
the  bill  without  delay.  As  to  the  bill  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  now  before  the 
committee,  it  had  been  founded  on  estimates  sent 
from  the  departments  before  the  present  session  of 
congress,  and  before  there  had  been  a word  said,  in 
any  quarter,  on  the  subject  of  war. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  listened  to  the  remarks  made 
by  iris  colleague  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Vanderpoel), 
with  pain.  It  was  not  without  deep  pain  that  he 
had  witnessed  the  course  pursued  by  that  gentle- 
man for  the  last  two  or  three  days;  for  he  perceived 
f fiat  his  colleague  was  determined  to  vote  nothing 
for  the  defence  of  tire  country.  That  gentleman 
now  came  and  advised  the  committee  to  go  for  the 
bill  that  appropriated  the  least  sum,  and  characteriz- 
ed the  bill  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs  as 
“ridiculous.”  My  colleague,  (observed  Mr.  M.) 
says  tiiat  expostulations  have  been  addressed  to 
him  against  the  whole  system  efforts  ami  fortifica- 
tion. Good  heavens!  is  it  possible?  From  whom 
could  such  expostulations  come?  I arn  truly  sorry 
for  the  gullibility  of  my  friend:  it  makes  me  sorry 
to  think  of  it.  Mv  colleague  tells  us  tiiat  a single 
frigate  could  lay  New  York  under  contribution: 
and  I must  take  the  liberty  ol  saying  that  1 have 
no  doubt  such  is  the  fact:  yes;  a single  frigate  can, 
at  any  hour  of  the  day,  lay  that  wealthy  cily  under 
contribution.  The  Great  Western,  with  her  one 
or  two  guns,  might  do  it.  I do  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  a force  could  keep  possession:  far  from  if: 
it  would  quickly  have  to  retreat;  but  then  the  mis- 
chief would  have  been  done. 

The  honorable  gentleman  talks  about  this  sys- 
tem of  defence  by  fortification  just  as  if  he  knew 
any  thing  about  it.  I do  not  myself  pretend  to 
know  much  on  the  subject,  but  I am  very  sure  m3' 
colleague  knows  much  less  than  I do. 

When  the  report  from  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  was  brought  in  by  my  friend  from  South 


Carolina,  I voted  neither  in  favor  of  printing  it,  nor 
against  printing  it.  I considered  it  as  meaning 
more  than  met  the  eye;  and  when  I had  beard  the 
report,  I supposed  that  the  administration  party 
had  convicted  itself;  that  it  had  seen  its  error,  and 
was  now  prepared  to  go  for  any  just  and  proper 
system  of  defence.  But  it  seems  not;  it  seems  that 
they  will  not  go  for  any;  and  I have  no  doubt  that 
any  proposition  to  increase  the  amount  in  this  bill 
will  be  rejected  by  them.  What  I mean  to  say  is, 
tiiat  negotiations  are  now  going  on  of  a character  to 
justify  the  house  in  putting  the  country  at  least  into 
a decent  posture  of  defence;  sufficient,  at  any  rate, 
to  enable  gentlemen  here  to  talk  big,  if  they  do  no 
more;  to  give  iliem  something  to  talk  upon;  at  pre- 
sent, much  of  this  big  talk  is  ridiculous. 

My  colleague  says  that  he  is  glad  the  tone  of 
some  gentlemen  in  this  house  is  changed.  If  he 
means  that  remark  to  apply  to  me,  I tell  him  that  my 
tone  has  not  changed.  I have  seen  nothing  to  induce 
me  to  change  the  opinion  that  there  is  some  reason 
to  apprehend  danger  of  a war.  I trust  the  difficulties 
are  but  such  as  we  can  but  honorably  get  out  of;  I 
presume  they  are.  I am  nol  prepared  to  say  we 
shall  have  war.  I trust  we  shall  not.  I deprecate 
it  as  much  as  any  one  can  do;  for  there  is  not  a man 
in  the  country  tiiat  will  lose  more  by  it  than  I shall. 
It  will  reduce  me  so  low  that  I shall  be  obliged  to 
apply  to  my  friend  the  secretary  for  a commission. 

I hope  that,  instead  of  talking  about  any  thing  so 
silly  as  tiiat  we  are  to  have  no  more  fortifications, 
and  tiiat  forts  have  been  superseded  by  the  modem 
improvements  in  the  art  of  war,  my  friend  from  N. 
York  will  vote  for  our  bill.  Really — though  I have 
great  respect  for  that  gentlemen — I must  say,  that 
he  does,  at  times,  throw  out  things' which  are  ut- 
terly inconceivable  to  me.  The  military  committee, 
I repeat,  have  given  to  this  subject  tiie  deepest  and 
most  mature  consideration;  they  have  acted  upon 
the  best  information;  and,  as  they  are  responsible 
only  for  presenting  a bill,  and  not  for  its  success, 
they  iiave  now  done  their  duly;  and  it  only  remains 
for  the  committee  to  do  theirs. 

As  to  what  had  been  said  about  the  existing  sys- 
tem of  fortification  being  brought  from  France  and 
devised  by  genera!  Bernard,  Mr.  M.  said  it  was 
true  that  that  distinguished  officer  had  much  to  do 
with  reporting  if;  but  tie  was  not  its  sole  author: 
tile  board  contained  other  men  besides  gen.  Ber- 
nard. He  had  been  associated  with  Swift,  McCrae 
and  Totten — men  not  surpassed  by  any  in  a pro- 
found acquaintance  with  their  profession.  The  whole 
engineer  corps  were  a body  of  men  entitled  to  high 
respect;  and  they  were  far  from  being  in  favor  of 
dispensing  with  fortifications.  It  was  lamentably 
true  that  our  forts  still  remained  unarmed;  and  Mr. 
M.  would  heartily  unite  with  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson),  in  appropriating  any 
sum  necessary  to  arm  them,  without  stopping  to 
talk  about  wines  and  silks;  and  sure  be  was  that 
the  American  people  would  go  with  him,  for  they 
were  as  much  opposed  to  being  whipped  as  any 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Not  that  Mr.  M. 
had  the  slightest  idea  that  they  would  continue 
whipped;  that  was  impossible;  but  he  was  against 
seeing  them  whipped  at  all. 

His  colleague  had  advised  him  to  let  the  people 
rest.  Yes;  he  wished  them  to  rest;  and,  that  they 
".light  rest  safely,  he  was  for  suitably  defending 
them,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  the  house  would 
make  suitable  appropriations  to  secure  that  object; 
for  our  defences  were  nowin  a deplorable  condi- 
tion. Mr.  M.  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that 
tiie  bill  from  the  military  committee  would  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  ?V.  C.  Johnson  was  in  favor  of  taking  up  the 
hill  from  the  military  committee,  and  made  some 
remarks  deprecating  "tiie  practice  of  discussing  sub- 
jects not  immediately  before  the  house.  He  was 
desirous  of  amending  tiie  bill  by  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $75,000  for  tiie  purchase  of  a site  for  a 
national  foundry.  He  adverted  to  tiie  large  amount 
for  forts,  which  wanted  more  than  3,000  cannon — 
like  the  ostrich,  which  hides  its  head  and  thinks  its 
whole  body  hid.  Gentlemen  were  looking  at  the 
popular  feeling  within  their  own  states,  without 
looking  whether  the  forts  could  be  armed.  Unless 
guns  were  provided,  Mr.  J.  could  vote  for  no  re- 
pairs or  new  fortifications.  Five  thousand  cannon 
were  wanted  for  the  security  of  the  coasts.  He 
concluded  by  appealing  to  the  committee  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  bills  they  would  lake  up. 

Mr.  Pope  addressed  the  committee,  and  entreat- 
ed them  to  act  at  once  on  the  bill  now  before  them; 
there  was  no  hope  a party  with  a majority  in  both 
houses  would  pass  a hill  from  the  other  side  of  the 
house.  As  to  war,  there  certainly  was  a change  of 
tone  in  certain  gentlemen.  Certain  of  going  out, 
they  were  warm  for  war,  while  those  who  were 
coming  in  felt  something  of  its  responsibility.  It 
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was  like  a young  man  courting  a young  lady  and 
promising  every  thing,  but  after  marriage  the  tone 
was  greatly  changed.  There  was  a vast  difference 
between  in  and  out.  Promises  made,  even  by 
whigs  when  they  were  out,  were  one  thing;  when 
they  were  in,  they  would  feel  matters  greatly  al- 
tered. 

As  to  defending  the  western  frontier,  if  the  com- 
mittee would  aid  Mr.  Cross  in  getting  the  obstruc- 
tions removed  in  Red  river,  it  would  do  more  to- 
ward that  object  than  all  other  things  put  together. 
Mr.  P.  bad  little  doubt  we  must,  eventually,  at 
some  time,  have  a war  with  Great  Britain;  she 
never  would  abandon  her  occupation  of  Oregon  till 
compelled  by  force.  We  had  men  and  brave  ones 
in  abundance;  but  we  needed  money,  the  sinews  of 
war;  when  this  could  be  provided,  we  should  soon 
be  ready  for  a contest  with  any  nation  in  the  world. 
[At  this  point  the  house  took  a recess.] 

Evening  session.  The  committee  reassembled  at 
four  o’clock,  when  Mr.  Pope  resumed  and  conclud- 
ed his  remarks;  and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Hand , 
Jameson,  Starkweather,  and  others.  After  various 
attempts  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  additional 
items  of  appropriation,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  it  to  the  house,  with  three  small  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
forthwith  passed  under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious question.  An  effort  was  then  made  to  take 
up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  continue  the  cor- 
porate existence  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, pending  which  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  2.  Mr.  Doty,  of  Wiskonsin,  ask- 
ed leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  objected  to: 

“Resolved,  That  the  hours  from  twelve  to  half  past 
two  o’clock  to-morrow  be  set  apart  for  the  considera- 
tion of  territorial  business.’’ 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  pending 
last  evening,  to  take  up  the  bill  of  the  senate  to  ex- 
tend for  two  year3,  with  severe  restrictions,  the 
charters  of  the  banks  of  the  district  of  Columbia, 
was  announced  from  the  chair. 

A call  of  the  house  was  ordered;  and  the  roll  was 
called  arid  146  members  answered  to  their  names. 

A large  quorum  being  present,  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  the  motion  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  consideration  of  said  bill.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows:  For 
the  suspension  74,  against  it  71.  Two-thirds  not 
voting  in  the  affirmative  the  question  was  lost. 

After  the  consideration  of  various  private  bills, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  academy  for  the  year  1841.  Mr. 
Wise  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved,  as  a test  tfote,  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill;  which  was  promptly 
rejected  without  a count.  The  bill  was  tiiereupon 
laid  aside. 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  into 
consideration  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  at  the  last  session,  making  appro- 
priations for  surveys  and  oilier  purposes. 

Various  amendments,  making  appropriations  for 
different  objects,  weie  proposed  and  discussed,  and 
at  half  past  2 o’clock,  the  house  took  the  usual 
recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock,  Mr.  Wise  resum- 
ed the  chair,  and  called  the  committee  to  order — se- 
veral amendments  having  been  offered  and  discuss- 
ed, on  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  military  academy; 
and  further  reported  that,  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  surveys,  the  committee  had  come  to 
no  conclusion. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  engrossment 
and  third  reading  of  the  military  academy  bill. — 
And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  bill,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a third  time, 
passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  asked  the  house 
to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  senate,  to  revive  and 
amend  an  act  to  appoint  commissioners  to  settle 
claims  to  land,  under  the  14th  article  of  the  Choc- 
taw Indian  treaty;  which  being  objected  to,  Mr. 
Thompson  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  which  was 
refused. 

The  house  then  proceeded,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the.  amendments  of 
the  senate  to  thebiil  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  government;  which 
amendments  were  severally  read,  amended  and 
adopted,  when  at  10  o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  3.  Mr  Doty,  of  Wiskonsin, 
offered  a resolution  setting  apart  itiis  day,  from  12 
to  halt  past  2 o’clock,  for  the  consideration  of  ter- 
ritorial business. 


The  bill  from  the  senate  abolishing  the  office  of 
collector  of  the  customs  at  Currituck  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  Crahb  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  senate  to  reorganize  the  judicial 
circuits  of  the  United  States,  and  there  not  being 
two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
navy,  which  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Indian  department,  Stc.  was  next  taken 
up,  which  were  adopted  as  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  army  was  then  taken  up,  and  all  but 
one  concurred  in. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
West  Point  military  academy,  which  were  read  and 
concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians,  and 
for  the  removal  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black  River 
Indians,  of  Michigan,  were  read  and  adopted,  ex- 
cept that  in  favor  of  Clements,  Bryan  & Co.;  which 
latter  amendment  was  debated  until  half  past  two 
o’clock,  when  the  house  took  a recess. 

Evening  session.  At  4 o’clock  the  chair  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  was  resumed  by  Mr.  White, 
of  Kentucky. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  on  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the 
bills  making  appropriations  for  the  navy,  army  and 
the  Indian  department  and  treaty  bill,  leaving  to  be 
hereafter  considered,  in  committee,  the  amendments 
of  the  senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  destitute 
Kickapoo  Indians,  which  was  pending  when  the 
committee  rose  for  the  recess. 

And  then  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment and  Indian  treaty  stipulations  were  again  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  house.  And  so  the  bill  finally 
passed  both  houses. 

The  amendments  to  the  army  appropriation  bill, 
were  then  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  to  the  West  Point  military  aca- 
demy were  taken  up  and  adopted — and  so  this  bill 
finally  passed  both  houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  the  rule  which  prohibits 
the  presentation  to  the  president  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session  any  bill  or  resolution,  so  far  as  respects 
the  several  appropriation  bills  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Sergeant  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry to  whom  the  memorials  against  the  official  con- 
duct of  judge  Conkleof  the  western  district  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  reported  that  there  was  not  just 
cause  for  the  interposition  of  the  power  of  the 
house  against  the  said  judge,  and  asked  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Curtis  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  certain  steam  navigation  companies,  pray- 
ing an  alteration  of  the  law  of  debentures,  so  that 
drawbacks  of  duties  may  be  allowed  upon  foreign 
coals  consumed  on  board  of  steam  ships  on  the 
high  seas,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  claims  of  the 
state  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  committee,  to  wit:  the 
amendments  to  the  senate  to  thebiil  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  relief  of  destitute  Kickapoo 
Indians,  &c. 

Mr.  Wise  insisted  that  these  amendments  was 
the  business  actually  before  the  committee  without 
a question.  The  chair  assented 

Mr.  Graves  then  claimed  that  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  surveys  and  light  houses,  which  was 
before  the  committee  yesterday,  and  remained  un- 
finished, took  precedence  of  any  thing  else. 

Much  confusion  here  arose  a3  to  precedence  ol 
business. 

The  house  at  length  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions foi  the  relief  of  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians, 
and  for  the  removal  of  Swan  Creek  and  Black  River 
Indians. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a proposition  to 
make  the  amendment  of  the  senate  providing  for 
the  claim  of  Bryan,  Clements  St.  Co.  conform  to  a 
proposition  submitted  by  the  committee  of  claims 
of  this  house  for  the  settlement  of  the  same  case. 

Mr.  Stanly  opposed  the  amendment  of  the  senate 
unless  the  amendment  of  this  house  was  adopted,  in 
which  case  he  would  vote  for  it. 

An  animating  and  exciting  debate  took  place  on 
this  claim,  in  which  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 


Clark,  Brown,  of  Miss.  Leet  and  Galbraith;  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Tiliinghast,  Wise,  Graham,  Gid- 
diags  and  Russelt. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of 
this  house  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate — ayes 
73,  noes  91.  So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  any  one  could  tell  him  who 
were  the  actual  claimants  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  it  was  useless  to  contend  any 
longer;  there  were  too  many  claimants  within  the 
bar,  (laying  much  emphasis  on  the  last  words). 

Mr.  Wise  made  further  remarks  as  to  who  are  the 
owners  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Watlerson  said  there  were  no  persons  what- 
soever concerned  in  the  claim  but  those  whose 
names  appeared  on  the  face  ol  it — Clements,  Bryrnn 
&.  Co.;  the  Co.  was  intended  to  covergen.  Clements, 
the  brother  of  the  claimant  now  here. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  Mr.  W.  if  he  asserted  this  on 
his  own  knowledge,  or  from  information  from 
others?  Mr.  Watlerson.  On  my  own  knowledge. 

Mr.  Wise  then  read  a portion  of  the  report  oi  the 
committee  of  claims,  stating  a suspicion  of  secret 
partners. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  gave  a full  statement 
of  the  ownership  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Clark  thought  it  was  a question  the  house 
had  nothing  to  do  with;  the  question  to  be  decided 
was  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  (he  claim. 

The  question  was  then  put  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  o(  the  senate:  ayes  95,  noes,  52.  So  the 
amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Evans  then  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  militia  claims  of  the  state  of 
Maine. 

The  question  being  put  on  taking  up  the  bill, 
there  appeared:  ayes  92,  noes  33.  So  the  bill  was 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  committee.  Hav- 
ing been  read,  Mr.  Dawson  proposed  to  amend,  by 
a provision  appropriating  $‘208,618  to  pay  the  mili- 
tia of  Georgia  for  services  rendered  in  the  Indian 
war.  The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Projjit  inquired  what  amount  of  money  was 
required  to  pay  the  militia  of  Maine;  and  he  wish- 
ed io  know  by  what  authority  the  militia  were  cal- 
led out.  He  wished  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  be  limited 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Evans  answered  that  the  accounts  were  not 
audited,  and,  consequently,  the  amount  was  not 
ascertained.  That  Maine  had  paid  about  $600,000, 
but  did  not  expect  to  get  through  this  bill  over 
$200,000;  leaving  the  state  of  Maine  to  pay  out  of 
her  own  treasury  about  $400,000.  The  troops  were 
called  out  by  the  governor  of  Maine,  and  not  by  the 
United  States,  as  the  militia  of  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Tennessee  and  other  states  had  been  called  out. 
Mr.  E.  then,  with  great  earnestness,  advocated  the 
bill. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Thomp- 
son, amended  by  restricting  the  sum  to  $205,000. 

Mr.  Atherton  then  moved  an  amendment  to  cover 
the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  for  militia  called  out 
at  Indian  Stream- 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  objected  to  the  amendment 
as  out  of  order,  for  the  reason  that  a bill  was  pend- 
ing before  the  house  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  chair  said  it  was  substantially  the  same. 

Mr.  Atherton  referred  to  a note  accompanying  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  if  Mr.  Alheiton  appealed? 

Mr.  Atherton  appealed,  and  argued  in  support  of 
the  appeal. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  stood:  ayes  50,  noes 
40.  No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Atherton  insisted  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  again. 

Mr.  Thompson  argued  in  favor  of  the  appeal.  Mr. 
Vender poel  took  the  same  ground. 

When,  the  question  being  put,  the  decision  of  the 
chair  was  sustained:  ayes  72,  noes  65. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  moved  an  amendment  to  cover 
the  claim  of  Alabama  for  services  of  militia  in  the 
late  Creek  w ar. 

Mr.  Triplett  inquired  if  the  claim  of  Alabama  had 
been  presented  and  reported  on  by  any  committee. 

Mr.  I.ewis  answered,  the  claim  had  not  been  pre- 
sented or  reported  on;  he  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  present  the  claim,  but  the  memorial  had  been 
in  his  possession  many  weeks.  The  claim  he  be- 
lieved to  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  that  of 
Georgia,  which  had  just  been  voted  in. 

Mr.  Crabb  stated  that  the  claim  had  been  present- 
ed and  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  aflairs 
many  weeks  ago,  but  not  reported  on.  The  amend- 
ment was  adopted:  ayes  68,  noes  53. 

Mr.  Dodge  moved  an  amendment  to  cover  the 
claims  of  the  militia  oi  Iowa.  The  amendment  ol 
Mr.  Dodge  was  lost. 

Mr.  Downing  then  proposed  an  amendment  to 
cover  claims  for  the  services  of  militia  of  F lorida. 
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Mr.  Jameson  moved  an  amendment  for  the  bene-  { 
fit  of  volunteers  of  Missouri  wlio  went  to  Florida 
some  years  ago.  The  amendments  were  votee 
down.  . 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  re- 
port the  bills  acted  on. 

Mr.  While,  of  Louisiana,  insisted  on  moving  an 
amendment  to  refund  to  Louisiana  moneys  paid  by 
her  for  her  militia  serving  in  the  Florida  war  several 
years  ago.  The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  duties  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre  was  then  taken  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
he  reported  to  the  house. 

The  bill  of  this  house  concerning  tonnage  duties 
on  Spanish  vessels  was  then  taken  up,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  house. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  destitute  Kicka- 
poo  Indians,  &c.  to  which  the  committee  of  the 
whole  reported  their  agreement,  were  then  again 
read,  and  all  concurred  in,  except  that  for  the  re- 
lief of  Clements  Biyan,  & Co.  on  this  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken,  and  it  was  carried:  yeas  99, 
nays  53.  So  that  bill  was  finally  passed,  with  Cle- 
ments Bryan  & Co.  included  in  it. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  militia 
claims  of  the  state  of  Maine  then  came  up.  The 
previous  question  was  then  moved  and  carried. 

And  the  question  was  put  on  the  amendment 
making  provision  for  the  Georgia  militia  claims. 
It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: for  the  amendment  80,  against  it  69. 

The  question  then  was  also  put  on  the  amendment 
making  provisions  for  the  militia  claims  of  Alaba- 
ma. It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  resulted 
as  follow’s:  for  the  amendment  41,  against  it  1 10. 

A motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  ayes  60,  noes  73. 

The  question  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  was 
then  put  and  carried:  ayes  92,  noes  81.  The  bill  was 
then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  he  respectlully  asked  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  for  one  moment.  He  rose  to  offer 
the  usual  tribute  of  respect  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  house.  For  that  purpose  he  would  send  a 
resolution  to  the  chair,  and  he  hoped  it  would  re- 
ceive the  cordial  and  unanimous  approbation  of  every 
gentleman  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  house  be  present- 
ed to  the  honorable  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter  for  the  able, 
impartial,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  chair  during  the  26th  con- 
gress. 

This  resolution  was  read,  and  on  the  question 
being  put  thereon,  (by  Mr.  Dromgoole , who  tem- 
porarily occupied  the  chair),  it  was  agreed  to,  una- 
nimously. 

The  rules  being  suspended  for  the  purpose,  the 
usual  resolutions  of  compensation  for  messengers, 
pages  and  watchmen  were  moved. 

And  the  previous  question  being  moved — Mr. 
Barnard  sent  the  following  to  the  table,  where 
it  was  read,  as  it  might  influence  the  vote  on  the 
previous  question: 

“ Resolved , That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed 
to  furnish  to  such  members  of  the  present  house  of  re- 
presentatives as  have  not  already  received  them,  such 
hooks  as  were  furnished  to  the  members  of  the  last 
house:  provided  that  this  resolution  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  authorise  the  reprinting  of  any  of  said  books.” 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  the  previous 
question  was  seconded,  the  main  question  was  put, 
and  the  resolutions  for  compensation  to  attendants 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  that  the  house  resolve 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  a bill  to  es- 
tablish an  additional  land  office  in  Alabama  for  the 
sale  of  Cherokee  lands.  The  motion  was  refused. 

Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  concerning 
navy  pensions  and  half  pay. 

Mr.  Cashing  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the 
said  amendments,  on  the  ground  that  the  amend- 
ments and  bills  recently  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  had  not 
been  definitely  acted  on,  and  until  they’'  were  acted 
on  and  disposed  of,  nothing  could  be  taken  up  by 
the  house,  unless  on  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  speaker  decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Reed's  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cashing  appealed,  and  the  speaker’s  decision 
was  affirmed 

And  the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Reed's  motion, 
and  it  was  lost 

[Note.  These  amendments  were  not  afterwards 
considered  or  acted  upon.  The  bills  did  not,  there- 
fore, finally  pass— the  amendments  having  remain- 
ed unacted  upon.] 


Mr.  Wise  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to  offer 
a joint  resolution  to  declare  that  the  franking  privi- 
lege of  members  of  congress  who  may  not  be  re- 
elected shall  not  be  cut  off  by  an  exra  session  of 
congress,  but  shall  extend  to  ttie  1st  Monday  of 
December  after  they  shall  cease  to  be  members. 

On  the  question  to  suspend  there  were:  ayes  89, 
noes  54.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  question 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Graham  said  that  he  was  desirous  of  doing 
an  act  of  justice  to  the  District  of  Columbia  by 
taking  up  the  bill  to  continue  the  corporate  exis- 
tence of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
with  this  view  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  100,  nays  59. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not 
suspended,  nor  was  the  bank  bill  acted  upon  at  ail. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  sundry  com- 
munications from  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

1.  The  opinions  of  the  several  attorneys  general 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  the  government  of  Hayti.  2.  All  the 
opinions  of  the  attorneys  general  and  other  officers 
connected  with  the  government,  which  give  con- 
structions to  the  public  laws  not  of  a temporary 
character.  3.  Papers  relative  to  the  recent  seizures 
or  searches  of  our  vessels  on  the  African  coast  or 
elsewhere  by  British  cruizers,  &c.  together  with 
communications  from  consul  Trist,  at  Havana,  re- 
lating to  the  African  slave  trade.  4.  Papers  relating 
to  the  sub-treasury.  5.  Papers  relating  to  returns 
of  state  banks.  6.  On  the  canal  lands  m Ohio,  7. 
On  the  subject  of  emigrants.  8.  On  horses  and 
other  property  lost  in  Indian  wars.  9.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  mail  routes.  10.  On  Indian  schools  in  Ken- 
tucky. 11.  On  Indian  disbursements.  12.  On  com- 
merce and  navigation.  13.  On  post  office  incidental 
expenses. 

Resolutions  were  here  introduced  fixing  the  pay 
of  the  keeper  of  the  stables  of  the  house,  the  super- 
intendent of  the  folding  room,  and  granting  pay  to 
the  postmaster  of  the  house  lor  extra  services; 
which,  after  some  modifications  and  explanations, 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Evans  asked  leave  to  move  the  following  re- 
solution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed 
to  furnish  to  such  members  of  the  present  house  of  re- 
presentatives as  have  not  already  received  them  such 
books  as  were  furnished  to  the  members  of  the  last 
house:  Provided,  That  this  resolution  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  authorise  the  reprinting  of  any  of  said  books.” 

The  leave  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Evans  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  same;  and  on  suspending  the 
rules  there  were — ayes  114,  noes  33.  There  being 
two-thirds  in  favor  of  the  motion,  the  rules  were 
suspended. 

The  resolution  then  came  fully  before  the  house, 
and  the  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded. 
And  the  main  question,  that  is,  that  the  resolution 
do  pass?  was  pu|  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  yea3  89,  nays  50.  And  so  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  all  committees  were 
discharged  from  the  business  referred  to  them. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  to  refund  the  duties  improperly  collected  on 
the  French  ship  Alexandre,  was  taken  up,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  and  returned  !o  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Keim,  the  bill  from  the  senate 
“to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts 
of  the  United  States,”  was  taken  up,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  senate. 

The  resolution  from  the  senate  to  appoint  ajnint 
committee  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  ar.d  notify  him  of  the  approaching  close  of 
the  session  of  congress,  was  taken  up,  read  and 
agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  Vanderpoel  and  Briggs 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Grinnell  asked  leave  to  move  the  following 
resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to 
settle  with  the  members  of  congress  lor  l he  present 
session  of  the  26th  congress  at  the  rate  of  $4  per  diem; 
and  in  case  any  member  has  already  received  more 
than  at  that  rate,  he  be  directed  to  refund  the  same  to 
the  sergeam-at-arms,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  Slates.” 

Mr.  Dromgoole  objected. 

Mr.  Grinnell  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  the  resolution.  The  motion  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Mallory,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
of  claims,  obtained  leave  to  make  report  (adverse ) 
on  tiie  cases  of  Hopewell  Hebb  aud  Win.  Palms. 


Mr.  Kemble,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, obtained  leave  to  make  a report  (adverse)  on 
the  petition  of  William  Hawkins. 

Mr.  Leonard  asked  leave  to  move  a resolution  to 
authorise  the  members  having  petitions  to  present 
to  hand  them  to  the  clerk,  with  the  names  endorsed 
on  the  back;  and  directing  the  clerk  to  enter  such 
on  the  journal  as  were  not  excluded  by  any  ruie  of 
the  house;  and  if  any  were  handed  in  which  were 
excluded  by  the  rules,  to  return  them  at  the  next 
session.  It  w’as  objected  to. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  that  the  resolution  from  the 
senate  in  relation  to  w’ater-rotted  hemp  be  taken  up. 
Mr.  Stanly  said  he  had  no  objection,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 
W’e  should  hereafter  have  more  occasion  lor  hemp 
than  heretofore.  Mr.  Underwood  did  not  mean  to 
make  any  such  insinuation.  Mr.  Stanly.  Then  I do 
not  object.  The  question  was  put  to  suspend  the 
rules,  in  order  to  take  up  thatsubject,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Calvary  Morris  asked  leave  to  present  peti- 
tions, which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Leet  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to 
move  a resolution  similar,  in  all  respects,  to  that 
which  Mr.  Leonard  a few  minutes  before  asked 
leave  to  introduce,  to  authorise  members  to  hand 
petitions  to  the  clerk.  The  question  was  put,  but 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Underwood  obtained  leave  to  move  a resolu- 
tion fixing  the  pay  of  Charles  W.  Steward  for  clean- 
ing the  hall,  attending  upon  the  speaker,  &c.  The 
resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
letter: 

March  3, 1841. 

Sir:  Last  evening  I received  notice  of  my  ap- 
pointment as  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Jersey.  Therefore  I resign  my  seat 
as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey  in  the  26th  congress.  I am,  sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

PH.  DICKERSON. 

Mr.  Proffit  objected  to  receive  the  letter.  Some 
conversation  took  place  between  the  speaker  and 
Mr.  Proffit  and  other  members,  when  the  speaker 
withdrew  the  letter  from  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Casey  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a sys- 
tem of  general  permanent  pre-emption  rights  in  fa- 
vor of  occupants  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  call;  and  there  ap- 
peared for  the  call  23,  against  it  1 14. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  president,  and  inform  him  that,  un- 
less he  may  have  further  communications  to  make 
to  congress,  the  two  houses  are  about  to  close  the 
present  session  by  an  adjournment,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  discharged  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them;  that  the  president  answered  that  he  had 
no  further  communications  to  make;  and  that  he 
wished  the  members  a safe  return  to  their  homes 
and  families. 

And  then,  at  12  o’clock  at  night,  a motion  was 
made  that  the  house  do  adjourn.  And  the  question 
being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

And  thereupon  the  speaker  rose  from  his  chair, 
and  addressed  the  house  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  the  deepest  sensibility 
that  1 rise  to  return  you  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  all  of  your  kindness,  ere  I perform  the 
last  official  act  which  is  to  separate  so  many  of  us, 
perhaps  forever.  If  it  is  no  light  thing,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  break  up  long-standing  associa- 
tions, how  much  graver  must  be  the  emotions  with 
which  we  part  from  those  who  met  us  in  confi- 
dence, and  take  leave  of  us  in  kindness? 

A consciousness  of  my  own  deficiencies  forces 
me  to  attribute  much  of  the  high  compliment  which 
you  have  offered  me  to  that  courtesy  which  relieves 
and  softens  our  intercourse  in  1 he.  various  relations 
of  social  and  official  life.  But,  may  I nol,  at  the 
same  time,  ascribe  it,  in  part,  to  your  sense  of  the 
motives  by  which  1 have  been  governed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  my  office?  If  I have  not 
done  all  that  an  abler  man  would  have  effected,  in 
my  station,  still  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  no  other 
has  ever  been  called  to  this  place  so  unexpectedly, 
and  under  so  many  circumstances  of  difficulty  and 
embai  rassment.  In  a nicely-balanced  state  of  par- 
ties, and  amid  scenes  of  gi\at  political  excitement, 
I was  selected  to  execute  your  highest  and  most 
delicate  trust,  without  previous  preparation  or  ex- 
perience, and  with  no  party  to  sustain  me,  other 
than  those  friends  whom  I might  make  by  endea- 
voring to  discharge  my  duties  justly  and  imparti- 
ally. I foresaw  many  of  the  difficulties  to  which  I 
should  be  exposed,  and  if  I had  consulted  my  own 
ease,  I perhaps  should  not  have  excepted  the  office, 
with  my  view  of  its  duties,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances to  which  I have  alluded.  But  higher  con- 
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siderations,  I trust,  determined  me  to  undertake  the 
arduous  task,  and  to  make  you  the  best  return  in 
my  power  lor  the  confidence  wilh  which  you  had 
honored  me.  In  the  excited  ahd  feverish  state  of 
mind  which  then  existed,  not  only  here,  but  in  the 
country  at  large,  I believe  that  a speaker,  who 
would  manifest  a desire  to  deal  justly  upon  all  oc- 
casions, could  be  more  useful  than  one  of  far  greater 
abilities,  who  would  hold  this  chair  with  no  higher 
aim  than  that  of  leading  his  party  to  victory,  and  of 
dealing  by  the  vanquished  with  only  such  genero- 
sity as  the  conqueror  may  bestow  upon  the  con- 
quered. This  view  of  the  services  which  a speaker, 
in  the  opinion  of  too  many,  may  legitimately  ren- 
der to  his  friends,  would  soon  pervert  party  organi- 
zations from  the  noble  pursuits  of  truth  and  justice 
into  a mere  contest  tor  power  and  office,  and,  under 
milder  forms,  infuse  the  spirit  of  civil  war  into  the 
divisions  of  this  house  and  the  nation.  He  who  ad- 
ministers this  office  for  himself  or  his  party  may  do 
much  for  both;  but  he  w ho  seeks  the  common  good 
must  administer  it  for  the  country,  and  deal  justly 
by  all.  In  pursuing  this  latter  course,  in  times  of 
high  party  excitement,  he  will  doubtless  expose  his 
nrotives  to  misconstruction,  and  himself  to  censure; 
but  there  is,  at  last,  a satisfaction  in  the  concious- 
ness  of  rectitude  higher  than  public  praise,  and  be- 
yond the  reach  even  of  public  censure.  I knew, 
when  I took  the  office,  that  I should  not  be  able  to 
execute  its  duties  entirely  according  to  my  concep- 
tion of  their  nature;  but  I believed  that  the  mere 
effort  to  do  so  might  serve  as  a useful  example  here- 
after. 

To  administer  the  rules  fairly  is,  comparatively, 
an  easy  task;  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  organiz- 
ing the  committees  of  the  house  so  as  to  do  justice 
to  all  parties.  As  much  in  deliberation  depends 
upon  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to  be  discuss- 
ed, so  the  efficiency  of  this  body  depends  greatly 
upon  the  constitution  of  the  committees  which  pre- 
sent most  of  the  subjects  upon  wdiich  it  acts.  It  is, 
therefore,  important  to  the  parlies,  and  to  the  coun- 
try, that  the  power  of  proposing,  through  these 
committees,  should  be  fairly  and  rightly  bestowed. 
To  ascertain  what  is  fair  in  the  dispensation  of  this 
power,  is  the  most  difficult  duty, as  it  should  be  tiie 
most  anxious  care  of  a speaker.  To  say  that  I had 
developed  the  general  principles  of  a just  organiza- 
tion, would  be  to  claim  tar  more  than  I deserve. 
But,  that  such  principles  may  be  established  by  a 
reference  to  the  position  of  parties,  and  the  nature 
of  the  questions  to  be  considered,  I do  not  doubt. 
The  party  upon  which  it  naturally  devolves  to  pro- 
pose a question,  ought  to  have  the  power,  it  would 
seem,  to  present  its  proposition  in  the  shape  for 
which  it  is  willing  to  be  responsible.  And,  as  the 
different  parties  hold  the  affirmative,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  question,  so  ought  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  committees  to  be  varied.  In  the  com 
mittees  connected  with  the  executive  departments, 
it  would  seem  just  that  the  friends  of  the  existing 
administration  should  have  the  majority,  to  propose 
the  measures  which  emanate  originally  from  their 
party,  and  for  which  tiiey  are  mainly  accountable. 
In  committees  of  investigation  it  is  equally  clear 
that  the  opposition,  who  hold  the  affirmative,  should 
have  the  majority  and  the  power.  And  so  upon 
other  questions,  a reference  to  their  nature,  and  to 
the  views  of  the  various  sections  of  our  confederacy', 
will  generally  enable  a speaker  to  approximate  to 
just  rules  in  constituting  the  committees  which 
take  charge  of  these  measures.  But  in  all  cases  I 
have  endeavored  to  guard  the  minority  upon  the 
committees,  in  the  point  of  numbers  and  ability. 
That  I have  sometimes  failed  in  my  most  earnest 
attempts  to  do  justice,  I freely  confess;  but  it  is 
something,  if  I can  hope  that  I have  at  least  made 
it  easier  lor  those  who  succeed  me,  to  act  upon  some 
better  principle  than  that  of  giving  the  whole  power 
of  the  house  to  one  of  the  parties,  without  regard 
to  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others.  Clolhe  this 
station  with  the  authority  of  justice,  and  how  much 
may  it  not  do  to  elevate  the  views  oi  parties  from 
themselves  to  their  country.  But  arm  it  with  the 
mere  power  of  numbers,  and  administer  it  with  an 
exclusive  eye  to  the  interests  of  a part,  and  it  may 
become  the  engine  of  as  much  fraud  and  oppres- 
sion as  can  be  practised  in  a country  so  free  as 
ours. 

I ought,  perhaps,  to  apologize  to  you  for  this 
brief  allusion  I have  made  to  the  principles  which 
have  governed  me,  but  it  is  the  last  time  I shall 
ever  claim  your  indulgence,  and  I owed  it  to  my- 
self, and  to  you,  to  make  the  explanation.  If  I have 
done  wrong,  I alone  am  responsible  for  it;  and  if  I 
have  earnestly  sought  to  act  justly  and  impartially, 
I seek  no  higher  reward  than  the  kind  expression  of 
your  satisfaction,  which  you  have  just  been  pleased 
to  o/fer  me. 

I am  soon  to  pass  away  from  the  station  with 
which  you  have  honored  me,  and  I part  from  it 


without  regret — its  trappings  all  may  see,  but  its 
anxieties  and  trials  must  be  endured  to  be  under- 
stood. 

It  is  not,  however,  so  easy  a thing  to  sever,  even 
for  a season,  the  kindly  ties  of  friendship,  and  it  is 
painful  to  reflect  upon  the  thousand  accidents  of 
life  which  may  prevent  many,  very  man}',  of  us 
from  ever  meeting  again. 

But,  although  the  traces  of  individual  action  are 
soon  lost  in  the  rapid  current  of  events,  it  is  still 
cheering  to  think  that  we  have  contributed  to  those 
great  but  silent  results  of  a well-ordered  govern- 
ment, which  shed  their  blessings  daily  throughout 
the  land.  Still  prouder  is  the  hope  that,  with  or 
without  us,  our  country  is  on  the  march  to  fulfil  its 
mighty  destiny,  and  accomplish  the  high  mission  of 
reform,  upon  which  we  fondly  believe  it  is  sent. — 
Permit  me,  ere  1 conclude,  to  renew  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  you  for  the  honor  you  have 
bestowed  upon  me,  and  the  kind  consideration 
which  you  have  shown  me  upon  so  many  occasions. 

May  each  and  all  of  you  return  in  safety  to  your 
homes,  to  enjoy,  in  domestic  life,  a grateful  repose 
from  your  labors,  and  to  receive,  in  the  gratulations 
of  confiding  constituents,  the  highest  reward  with 
which  a representative  can  be  honored. 

And  now,  when  we  are  about  to  close  the  busy 
scene  of  our  labors,  and  all  sense  of  difference  or 
division  is  for  the  moment  lost  in  the  emotions  of 
the  parting  hour,  may  I not  hope  that  vve  shall  se- 
parate, to  remember  only  w hat  was  pleasant  and 
friendly  in  our  past  intercourse  and  to  forget  all  that 
was  painful  or  disagreeable. 

May  every  blessing  attend  you,  gentlemen,  in 
your  progress  through  life,  and  may  you  continue 
to  awalien  in  the  breasts  of  others  the  same  kindly 
emotions  of  friendship  and  respect  with  which  I 
now'  take  my  leave  of  you,  as  I perform  my  last  of- 
ficial duty,  and  pronounce  this  house  to  be  adjourn 
ed  without  day. 

[The  conclusion-of  the  speaker’s  valedictory  was 
followed  by  unrestrained  testimonials  of  applause 
from  the  galleries  as  well  as  from  the  floor  of  the 
house,  such  as  would,  at  any  other  than  the  last 
moment  of  the  session,  have  called  for  severe  re- 
buke.] 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  ol 
the  military  academy  for  1841. 

An  act  to  authorise  a register  to  be  granted  to  the 
schooner  Amistead. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Benevolent 
society,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  confirm  land  patents. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1341. 

BILLS  WHICH  ORIGINATED  IN  THE  SENATE. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment for  debt  in  certain  cases. 


An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gordon  S.  Hubbard,  Ro- 
bert A.  ICenzie,  and  others. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
encourage  the  introduction  and  promote  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tropical  plants.  [For  the  benefit  of  the  wi- 
dow  and  children  of  Dr.  Henry  Perrine,  killed  by 
the  Indians  in  Florida. 

An  act  to  confirm  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the  land 
selected  by  her  lor  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  which  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  granting  a pension  to  Lemuel  White. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  P.  Rathuone. 

An  act  granting  a pension  to  Hannah  Leighton. 

An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Jacob  Seeley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Jones. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  lieut.  John  E.  Bispham. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeau. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Agnes  Dundas. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Es- 
lava. 

An  act  to  refund  the  duties  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  act  passed  on  May  13,  1800,  entitled  “an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States.” 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh  & Co. 

Joint  resolution  to  present  incorporated  universi- 
ties, colleges,  &c.  with  copies  of  the  catalogue  of 
the  library  of  congress. 

{Jtf-The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
stales  of  Maine  and  Georgia,  for  the  services  of 
their  militia,  amounting  together  to  about  the  sum 
of  $'458,000,  passed  both  house3  of  congress,  and 
was  enrolled  and  brought  into  the  house  lor  the  sig- 
nature of  the  speaker  just  as  the  motion  was  made 
to  close  the  session;  which  motion  prevailing,  it  was 
not  signed,  and  therefore  did  not  become  a law,  al- 
lhough passed  by  both  houses  of  congress. 


AMOUNT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  AT  THE  2d 
SESSION  OF  THE  26tll  CONGRESS. 

Partial  support  ofgovernment  (congress)  .$'412,000 


For  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  8,030,005 

For  the  navy  5,926,338 

For  the  army  5,441,919 

For  fortifications  485,500 

For  the  military  academy  160,522 

For  pensions  1,144,155 

For  the  Indian  department  875,280 

For  d_elegation  of  western  Seminoles  15,000 

For  destitute  Kickapoos,  removal  of 

Swan  Creek  and  Black  River  Indians  22,000 

For  survey  of  northeastern  boundary  75.000 

For  lunatics  in  District  of  Columbia  3,000 

For  refunding  duties  on  French  ship 

Alexandre  1,050 

For  Avery,  Saltmarsh  and  company  9,779 

For  private  claims  (not  pensions) 

amounts  specified  4,645 


Amount  of  definite  and  specified  ap- 
propriations $22,606,193 

In  addition  to  the  above,  claims  are 
to  be  examined,  and  the  amount  found 
due  to  be  paid,  viz: 

Claim  of  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Mobile. 

Claim  of  Clements,  Bryan  8c  Co. 

Clerks  on  Chickasaw  treaty  business. 

Officers  of  the  customs,  arrears  of 
compensation  for  1839. 

Arrears  due  to  clerks  of  Boston  cus- 
tom house  from  1832  to  1S37. 

Same  to  clerks  of  Philadelphia  cus- 
tom bouse  from  1832  to  1837. 

These  may  take,  in  the  aggregate, 
about  150,000 


$22,756,193 

From  which  deduct  the  sum  appropri- 
ated for  the  post  office  department, 
which  is  to  be  paid  from  the  revenue 
of  the  department  exclusively.  4,812,620 


Leaving  to  be  provided  from  the  corn- 
con  treasury,  exclusive  of  the  re- 
demption of  treasury  notes  and  sun- 
dry standing  appropriations,  such  as 
$200,000  annually  lor  arming  the 
militia,  and  other  annual  charges  $17,943,573 
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Amistad  case.  The  supreme  court.  The  National 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning  says:  For  some  days  past 
we  have  not  been  enabled,  owing  to  the  bustle  of  the 
times,  to  lay  before  our  readers  ihe  usual  account  of 
the  daily  sittings  of  the  supreme  court.  They  are  all 
brought  up,  however,  to-day.  . 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  yesterday  the  decision 
of  the  court  was  rendered  in  the  case  of  the  U.  States, 
appellant,  vs.  the  Amistad,  &c.  and  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  of  Connecticut  in  that  case 
was  affirmed  in  every  respect,  except  as  to  sending 
the  negroes  back  to  Africa:  they  are  by  the  decision 
discharged  as  free  men. 

The  court  is  expected  to  end  its  annual  session  and 
adjourn  this  day,  Wednesday,  10th  instant. 

Baltimore  coffee  trade.  By  a letter  from  Rio 
Janeiro,  it  seems  that  of  297,590  bags  of  coffee  export- 
ed into  the  United  States  during  the  year  1840,  Balti- 
more received  108,617  bags,  or  more  than  one-third  of 
the  whole.  The  completion  of  our  connections  by 
canal  and  rail  road  with  the  immense  chain  of  Penn- 
sylvania works  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing,  large- 
ly and  steadily,  both  the  export  and  import  trade  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  will  make  her  in  due  time  as 
great  a market  for  dry  goods  as  she  now  is  for  groce- 
ries. 

Banks.  The  U.  S.  bank  and  Michigan.  The  De- 
troit Daily  Advertiser  states  that  the  failure  of  the  U. 
S.  bank  will  be  a severe  blow  to  Michigan,  that  institu- 
tion holding  nearly  two  millions  ol  the  Michigan  state 
bonds.  It  says  all  the  hopes  of  Michigan  to  prosecute 
her  internal  improvements,  have  been  based  on  the 
ability  of  the  bank  to  pay  the  state  the  amount  of  these 
bonds. 

We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis  papers  that  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois  has  been  obliged  to  yield  to  the  gene- 
ral pressure,  and  again  suspend  specie  payments. 

The  boundary  question.  Lord  John  Russell  is  re- 
ported to  have  said  in  debate  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  confide  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  question  to 
general  Scott  alone,  in  the  conviction  that  he  would 
render  strict  justice  to  botli  nations!  A very  high 
compliment  to  gen.  Scott,  and  a strong  indication  of  an 
amicable  termination  of  that  difficulty. 

[A.  Y.  American. 

Death.  James  D.  Westcott,  late  secretary  of  state 
of  New  Jersey,  died  at  his  residence  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  on  Thusday  of  last  week,  in  the  66th  year  of 
his  age. 

Delegates  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  so- 
ciety. At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
American  Bible  society,  held  last  evening,  the  rev. 
George  Coalman,  chaplain  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  was  appointed  a delegate  from  that  body  to  re- 
present them  at  the  next  anniversary  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  society,  to  be  held  at  Exeter  Hall,  Lon- 
don, in  May  next.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Cook- 
man  will  depart  in  the  steamship  President  on  the  10th 
inst.  [IV.  IT.  Com.  Adv. 

Exchange,  at  New  York.  Exchange  on  Philadel- 
phia is  getting  rather  better.  Exchanges,  including 
certificates  and  checks.  Bank  notes  in  distant  places 
are  at  | per  cent,  larger  discount.  Boston,  par  Phi- 
ladelphia, 4a4|;  Baltimore,  4;  Richmond,  5j;  Peters- 
burg, 5|;  Norfolk,  5j;  Raleigh,  do.  do.;  Wilmington, 
do-  do.;  Charleston,  2^;  Augusta,  llal2g;  Macon,  13; 
Columbus,  7ga8;  Savannah.  5;  Mobile,  Iljall|;  Inte- 
rior, Ala.  1 2 g ; N . Orleans,  8;  St.  Louis,  10a  11;  Louis- 
ville, 10;  Cincinnati,  9jal0;  Nashville,  15;  Michigan,  4. 
Bills  on  London,  7a7 1;  do.  France  5i'.30a5f.32£. 

[Jour.  Com. 

Fires.  At  Providence.  On  Thursday  morning,  at 
half  past  one  o’clock,  the  buildings  belonging  to  A. 
Anthony  & Co’s  tannery,  in  Olueyville,  were  disco- 
vered to  be  on  fire,  and  in  a short  time  were  entirely 
consumed.  The  buildings  contained  4,000  pounds  of 
wool,  a large  quantity  of  leather,  hides,  &c.  Adjoin- 
ing the  buildings  burnt  was  a grist  mill  containing  a 
large  quantity  of  grain  which,  together  with  the  mill, 
was  partly  destroyed.  Loss  about  $5,000.  No  insu- 
rance. 

At  Pensacola.  We  learn  from  the  Pensacola  Ga- 
zette of  ihe  20; h ult.  that  Collin’s  hotel,  in  that  city, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  that  day. 

Inaugural  address.  The  inaugural  address  reach- 
ed Philadelphia,  by  express,  at  ten  minutes  after  six 
o’clock  on  Thursday  evening.  The  distance  from 
Baltimore  to  Philadelphia— 96  miles — was  thus  per- 
formed in  about  4 hours. 

The  government  express  from  Washington,  which 
tooN  die  inaugural  address  of  president  Harrison, 
reached  Nevy  York  at  a few  minutes  before  11  o’clock 
at  night,  having  accomplished  the  distance  in  the  un- 
precedented! y short  space  often  hours. 

Inauguration.  Among  the  incidents  belonging  to 
the  day  of  the  inauguration,  we  note  ihe  following: 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Spring- 
field,  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  morning 
of  the  day,  presented  to  the  general  a “fatted  calf,” 
most  neatly  dressed  by  his  own  hands  at  his  residence, 
and  which  he  brought  to  this  city,  well  preserved’ 
boxed  up  in  ice.  The  animal  was  one  of  tile  finest  of 
its  kind.  Il  was  five  months  old,  and  weighed  384  lbs. 

The  presentation  was  accompanied  by  a very  brief, 
well-timed,  and  well-expressed  address  by  Mr.  Newton. 
The  gift  Was  received  by  the  president  elect  in  the  same 


spirit  which  prompted  its  bestowal;  attended  by  his 
thanks  to  Mr.  N.  for  his  kindness  in  making  it;  and  an 
expression  of  his  great  regard  for  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

The  splendid  coach  built  in  Baltimore  for  the  presi- 
dent elect  arrived  yesterday,  and  was  presented  to  him 
by  the  builder,  (Mr.  Lee),  in  the  name  of  the  V/higs  of 
the  monumental  city.  It  was  taken  to  the  president’s 
house,  where  it  can  be  seen  by  those  desirous  of  view- 
ing a splendid  specimen  of  American  workmanship. 

A walking  came,  made  of  part  of  the  coach  of  ge- 
neral Washington,  richly  mounted,  and  bearing  an 
appropriate  inscription,  was  presented  on  Wednesday 
last  to  general  Harrison,  by  bishop  Meade,  of  Virginia, 
through  Mr.  Custis,  of  Arkington.  [Nat.  hit. 

The  ladies  at  the  white  house.  The  lady  who  is 
to  be  at  the  head  of  domestic  affairs,  on  the  coming  in 
of  the  new  administration,  is  the  widow  of  Win.  Har- 
rison, the  son  of  the  president,  who  died  a few  months 
ago.  There  wiil  be  associated  with  her  Mrs.  Taylor, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  gen.  Harrison,  and  Mrs 
Taylor,  ihe  mother  of  the  last  mentioned  lady’s  hus- 
band. The  general’s  wife  intends  to  remain  the  mis- 
tress of  North  Bend,  and  at  the  white  house  will  be  a 
visiter.  It  will  interest  some  of  our  readers  to  know 
that  all  these  ladies  are  communicants  in  the  Episco- 
pal church.  We  trust  their  Christian  deportment  in 
the  elevated  station  which  they  occupy  will  do  honor 
to  the  profession.  The  general’s  private  secretary  will 
be  his  son  in  law,  Mr.  Taylor.  [N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

McLeod.  The  London  Morning  Herald  of  the  8th 
thus  concludes  an  article  on  the  imprisonment  of  Mc- 
Leod: 

As  to  the  plea  put  forward  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  the 
state  of  New  York  having  rights  independent  of  the 
federal  government,  in  vindication  of  which  the  au- 
thorities there  can  tty  and  hang  British  subjects  for 
acts  avowed  to  have  been  committed  by  the  order  of 
their  own  government,  it  will  not  bear  a moment’s  in- 
vestigation, or,  if  it  deserves  an  answer  it  is  this — that 
if  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  be  insulted  and  aggrieved 
by  the  slate  of  New  York,  in  the  person  of  colonel 
McLeod,  the  state  of  New  York  must  answer  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  outrage;  and  if  the  other  states  of  the 
republican  union  should  make  common  cause  with 
that  of  New  York,  then  the  whole  republican  union, 
whose  orators  in  congress  have  stimulated  the  popular 
passions,  ravening  for  the  blood  of  a loyal  and  innocent 
subject  of  the  British  crown,  must  take  the  conse- 
quences. 

Law  case — important  decision.  In  a case  recent- 
ly before  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  Dauphin  coun- 
ty, judge  Parsons  decided  “the  true  rule  of  policy  and 
of  law,  to  be:  That  when  bank  notes  are  current  at 
the  place  in  which  they  are  paid,  and  they  are  received 
without  objection,  and  paid  in  good  faith,  without  any 
knowledge  that  the  bank  had  failed,  or  where,  from 
the  facts,  it  could  not  be  inferred  that  it  had,  although 
at  the  time,  the  notes  in  the  place  where  the  bank  is 
located,  are.  not  current  but  utterly  worthless,  still,  in 
law,  it  is  a valid  payment  of  a pre-existing  debt,  and 
when  so  received,  and  the  debt  or  judgment  satisfied, 
iu'sa  payment,  and  the  original  debt  is  relinquished.’’ 
The  case  has  been  removed  to  the  supreme  court  for 
revision.  [Pennsylvanian. 

Record  your  mortgages.  In  a case  decided  on 
Thursday  last  in  our  superior  court,  it  appeared  that 
Mr.  Aaron  G.  Gano  being  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
immense  pork  houses  in  Cincinnati,  mortgaged  it  to 
the  Commercial  bank  for  $19,000,  to  secure  a buna  fide 
debt.  The  mortgage  was  correctly  drawn  up,  execut- 
ed and  acknowledged,  according  to  law,  but  was  not 
immediately  recorded  by  the  bank.  Before  it  was  re- 
corded the  Bank  of  the  United  States  obtained  a heavy 
judgment  in  Cincinnati  against  Mr.  Gano,  without 
notice  ol  the  mortgage.  Tne  court  (judge  Este)  decid- 
ed that  the  judgment  was  the  prior  lien  on  the  lot  and 
buildings,  and  thus,  for  want  of  recording  in  due  time 
the  Commercial  bank  has  been  cut  out  of  $19,000. — 
Such  is  the  law  of  our  state,  vide  statutes  of  Ohio,  vol. 
29,  page  343. 

Counsel  for  U.  S.  bank,  Messrs.  Chase  & Ball. — 
For  Commercial  Bank,  Messrs.  Wright  & Hodges. 

The  case,  we  understand,  will  be  appealed  to  the 
supreme  court.  [ Cincinnati  Republican. 

Newly  manufactured  cloth.  The  London  cor- 
respondent of  the  Boston  Post  thus  notices  the  manu- 
facture ot  a species  of  cloth  that  is  calculated  to  make 
a new  era  in  articles  of  wearing  appeared — 

A valuable  patent. — About  six  months  ago,  1 was  in- 
troduced to  an  American,  who  visited  this  country  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a valuable  patent  for  a new 
method  of  manufacturing  woollen  cloth.  I examined 
numerous  specimens  of  the  cloth,  all  of  which  appear- 
ed very  well,  and  possessed  important  improvements 
over  the  English  broadcloth  and  cassitnerc;  but  as  I 
knew  little  about  the  article,  I did  not  make  any  men- 
tion ot  it  at  that  time,  for  however  sanguine  an  inven- 
tor of  any  new  instrument  may  be,  or  however  strong- 
ly convinced  the  discoverer  of  any  new  theory  or  sys- 
tem may  be,  that  it  is  superior  to  all  others,  the  public 
do  not  always  find  it  to  prove  such.  As  this  woollen 
cloth  is  now  offered  for  sale,  and  as  several  of  the  large 
London  houses  have  purchased  hundreds  of  pieces  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  it.  I am  justified  in  calling 
attention  to  it.  The  Colonial  Gazette  thus  noticed  the 
patent  several  months  since.  “Mr.  Wells  has  invent- 
ed a machine,  and  has  discovered  a process  by  which 
woollen  cloth  of  every  sort  is  produced  at  less  than  a 


fourth  part  of  the  cost  hitherto  usual.  The  material  is 
not  woven  but  compressed.  Two  urchins,  with  the 
machine,  can  turn  out  one  hundred  yards  of  the  broad- 
cloth in  twelve  hours;  and  where  twenty-four  shillings 
were  demanded  per  yard,  six  shillings  afford  the  new 
manufacturers  abundant  remuneration.  We  have  in- 
spected and  handled,  as  roughly  as  we  liked,  speci- 
mens of  every  variety,  from  the  finest  scarlet  cloth  for 
officers’  uniforms,  down  to  blankets  and  carpets,  and 
we  certainly  could  not,  either  by  sight  or  touch,  dis- 
tinguish them  from  corresponding  pieces  made  in  the 
old  fashion.” 

This  new  cloth  is  likely  to  create  a great  revolution 
among  the  manufacturers,  for  already  they  discover 
that  it  is  something  more  than  a mere  bubble  of  an  hour. 
The  Austrian  government  has  purchased  the  right  to 
manufacture  iu  Austria,  and  several  other  rights  to 
manufacture  it  in  England  and  France  have  also  been 
purchased.  There  are  four  or  five  large  mills  now  in 
constant  operation  in  this  country,  which  turn  out 
daily  several  hundred  pieces  of  die  cloth  of  various 
qualities.  Soon  the  markets  here  will  he  filled  with  it, 
and  no  doubt  a large  quantity  will  be  sold  in  the  U. 
States,  as  Mr.  Wells,  who  is  a N.  Yorker,  informed  nte 
that  so  soon  as  he  had  completed  his  arrangements 
for  supplying  the  European  markets,  he  should  estab- 
lish several  lame  factories  in  America.  Mr.  Weils 
has  worn  a frock  coat  made  of  this  new  cloth,  almost 
every  day  daring  the  last  six  months,  and  it  is  an  ele- 
gant garment  even  now' — the  material  being  compress- 
ed, there  is  no  thread  in  it,  and  the  nap  has  the  same 
smooth,  glossy  appearance  as  when  I first  looked  at  it. 
The  cheapness,  durability,  and  beautiful  appearance 
of  this  new  cloth,  must  give  it  a decided  advantage 
over  all  other  kinds.  So  far  it  has  met  with  great  favor 
from  the  most  extensive  dealers  in  cloths  in  London. 

On  dits.  The  Philadelphia  North  American  of  yes- 
terday says: 

Among  the  on  dits  of  the  day,  it  is  rumored  that 
Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  is  about  to  put  forth  a publication 
upon  the  concerns  of  the  United  .States  bank,  with  an 
especial  reference  to  its  condition  at  the  time  lie  resign- 
ed the  presidency. 

Resignations.  We  learn  that  Mr.  Coddington  has 
resigned  the  office  of  post  master  of  this  city,  and  B- 
F.  Butler,  esq.  that  of  U,  S.  district  attorney. 

[N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

George  Bancroft,  esq.  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  sent  on  to  Washington,  to-day,  his  re- 
signation of  that  office,  to  take  effect  from  this  time. 

[Bay  State  Democrat. 

We  learn  that  John  M.  Read,  esq  has  resigned  the 
office  of  United  States  attorney  for  this  district. 

[Phil.  Inq. 

Rail  f.oads.  A correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia 
United  States  Gazette  says:  There  are  now  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  nineteen  miles  of  rail  roads 
completed,  and  in  daily  use  in  the  United  States,  con- 
structed at  a cost  of  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
yielding  an  average  profit  of  seven  and  a half  per  cent. 
Besides  these,  the  rail  roads  which  are  in  progress  of 
completion,  and  those  projected,  will  make  about  ten 
thousand  miles  of  rail  roads  in  the  United  States. 

Steamboat  Creole  Awful  catastrophe!  The  steam- 
boat Creole  burnt — loss  of  many  lives,  and  great  destruc- 
tion of  propa  ty. 

The  steamboat  Creole,  captain  Dalman,  one  of  the 
Red  river  packets,  on  her  passage  from  Natchitoches 
to  New  Orleans,  with  a cargo  of  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred bales  of  cotton,  boxes  of  specie,  bundles  of  bank 
notes,  merchandise,  &c.  came  out  of  Red  river  at  the 
grey  of  dawn  on  Monday  morning.  When  about  two 
miles  below,  she  was  discovered  to  he  on  fire,  and  a 
general  alarm  was  given  The  passengers,  more  titan 
sixty  in  number,  and  consisting  of  men,  women  and 
children,  were  all  in  their  berths  at  the  time.  The  lire 
commenced  at  the  after  part  of  the  boat,  the  tiller  ropes 
were  immediately  severed,  and  the  confusion,  conster- 
nation and  panic  which  ensued,  defies  description. 
Amid  the  raging  of  the  flames,  the  engine  continued 
working,  and  drove  the  boat  against  the  shore.  Here 
four  persons  leaped  oft' and  escaped.  Rebounding,  as 
it  appeared,  she  altered  her  course  and  running  near 
a mile  and  a half,  brought  up  against  the  bank  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river. 

In  the  meantime,  and  while  the  Creole  was  crossing 
the  river,  many  ot  the  passengers,  and  some  of  the 
crew,  threw  over  bales  of  cotton  on  which  they  em- 
barked. Some  missing  their  aim  in  jumping,  or  their 
balance  afterwards,  were  precipitated  into  the  sit  vain 
and  drowned.  Many  remainc-d  onboard  till  she  reach- 
ed the  opposite  shore,  when  they  leaped  off.  A lew 
were  fortunate  to  reach  the  land,  but  the  greater  part 
plunged  into  the  water,  and  it  is  believed  ol  these  near- 
ly all  were  rescued.  The  present  estimate  is  that  about 
twelve  human  beings  lost  their  lives  by  the  catastrophe. 
Of  the  20  or  30  unaccounted  for  it  is  hoped  the  most 
of  them  floated  off  on  cotton,  and  may  have  been 
picked  up  by  steamboats  and  other  craft.  There  was 
scarcely  an  article  saved.  The  passengers,  male  and 
female,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  escaped  with  bare- 
ly what  they  slept  in.  [TV.  O.  Bulletin. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  battle  sold  at  New  York  on  the  10di 
inst.  at  15i;  at  Baltimore  14.j  to  15j;  at  Philadelphia 
16i  to  163. 

Sales  of  stocks  at  New  York,  March  8.  $2  000  Indi- 

ana bonds,  53 J;  $1,000  Hindis  6’s,  1870,01;  1120 
shares  U.  S.  bank,  17jal8;  75  do.  Canton  company, 
25j27;  $11,700  exchange  on  Philadelphia,  943. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

Reform.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  lord 
John  Russell’s  speech  on  the  first  night  of  the  ses- 
sion of  parliament: 

“I  will  not  mistake  institutions  for  abuses,  and  at- 
tack them  a3  if  they  were  vices  in  our  political  sys- 
tem. 1 wish  to  maintain  the  institutions  of  this 
country,  and  I wish  not  to  undertake  any  reform — 
improvement  though  it  be  called — which  is  incom- 
patible with  those  institutions  I wish  to  maintain 
an  established  church — I wish  to  see  an  hereditary 
house  of  peers — I wish  to  maintain  an  hereditary 
monarchy.  If  there  be  any  plans  proposed  which 
I think  hostile  to  those  institutions,  they  shall  have 
my  decided  opposition.  I do  not  wish  in  the  least  to 
disguise  my  views.  If  there  be  any  plans  proposed 

which,  as  I think,  would  tend  to  a republic to 

overturn  the  church,  or  to  the  destruction  of  the 
hereditary  peerage — I shall, as  I have  always  done, 
state  my  sentiments  to  the  house,  and  explain  the 
ground  of  my  opposition.  But  it  is  not  just  to  con- 

lotmd  the  resistance  to  innovations  of  this  kind 

resistance  to  changes  of  this  nature — with  resist- 
ance to  improvement.  I think  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  this  country,  the  safest  improvements  will 
be  those  which  can  be  gradually  carried,  without 
offering  disturbance  to  our  political  system.” 
SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Montevideo  and  Buenos  Nyres.  By  the  brig  Su- 
san, capt.  Laudeman,  from  Montevideo,  the  Ex- 
change received  the  Constitutional,  published  at 
Montevideo,  and  the  British  Packet,  published  at 
Burnos  Ayres,  on  the  26ih  Dec.  The  most  i in  - 
portant  news  is  the  account  of  a hard  fought  battle 
between  the  troops  of  gov.  Rosas  and  general  La- 
velle, and  (he  defeat  of  the  latter.  VVe  copy  the 
lollowing  from  the  British  Packet: 

The  following  letter  from  an  officer  in  the  army 
has  been  handed  to  us  by  a friend.  It  contains 
some  interesting  particulars: 

“ Villa  de  los  Ranchos,  Dec.  12,  1840. 

“My  esteemed  friend:  You  will,  long  before  (his, 

have  learned  the  mortal  blow  we  dealt  to  the  mis- 
creant Unitarians,  the  enemies  of  the  peace  of  two 
republics,  and  the  apostates  from  the  cause  of  Ame- 
rica in  general,  on  the  field  of  Quebracho  Herrado, 
the  28tti  ultimo.  The  conduct  of  our  gallant  men 
is  beyond  all  praise,  and  our  commander-in-chief, 
president  Oribe,  his  second  in  command,  gen.  Pa- 
checo. and,  indeed,  all  our  chiefs  and  officers  have 
covered  themselves  with  immortal  glory.  VVe 
commenced  our  march  from  Corondo  on’the  25th 
ult.  at  halt  past  four  in  the  afternoon,  traversin'’  a 
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desert  which  did  not  afford  us  even  a single  drop  of  | 
water  to  allay  our  parching  thirst. 

On  the  28th  we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  about  j 
4,000  in  number,  at  Los  Quebrachitos,  36  leagues  | 
from  Coronda,  and  here  the  battle  took  place,  our 
army  being  formed  in  three  divisions  with  their  j 
corresponding  reserves,  the  left  commanded  by 
general  Pacheco,  the  centre  by  col.  Costa,  and  the 
right  by  col.  Lagos.  The  action  began  at  half  past 
11,  and  at  2 became  general — at  5 the  enemy’s  ca- 
valry was  in  complete  dispersion,  and  the  infantry 
surrendered  at  discretion.  Lavaile  left  the  field 
with  about  800  men,  but  being  closely  pursued  this 
body  likewise  dispersed.  The  pursuit  was  conti- 
nued for  a great  distance  and  immense  slaughter 
made.  The  result  of  the  victory  is  1,500  men  of 
the  enemy  killed,  among  the  rest  col.  Baltar,  Tori- 
bio  Talera,  captain  Uriarte,  Rufino  Varela,  &c.  &c. 
&c.;  700  prisoners,  including  the  officers  and  civi- 
lians, 2 colors,  6 pieces  of  artillery,  and  a great 
quantity  of  arms,  75  carts,  5 carriages,  a multitude 
of  families  a considerable  number  of  horses,  all  the 
baggage,  correspondence,  &c.  captured.  Our  loss 
including  40  men  who  died  from  thirst,  does  not 
exceed  130  men. 

La  Madrid  was  at  a short  distance  from  this  place 
when  the  action  was  fought,  and  here  he  was  join- 
ed by  Lavaile;  but  on  our  approach  they  precipi- 
tately retreated  to  Cordova.  The  head  quaiters  of 
the  army  is  at  present  here  (8  leagues  from  Cordo- 
va), as  likewise  the  Argentine  and  French  commis- 
sioners general  Mancilla  and  M.  Halay.  The  lat- 
ter had  an  interview  with  Lavaile,  who  requested 
some  time  to  reply  to  the  propositions  offered  him. 
We  are  waiting  lor  the  answer,  which  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  satisfactory,  in  order  to  give  the  finish- 
ing stroke  to  the  work  we  have  commenced.  All 
this  quarter  of  Cordova  has  been  restored  to  the  le- 
gal authority  of  governor  Manuel  Lopez,  who  is 
also  with  us.  We  have  likewise  been  joined  by 
colonel  Maza  and  his  battalion,  who  could  notcome 
up  in  lime  to  have  a share  in  the  action.  Governor 
Juan  Pablo  Lopez  was  also  prevented  by  ill  health 
from  having  a part  in  it. 

La  Madrid’s  torce,  insignificant  as  it  was,  has 
been  completely  demolished  by  the  defeat  of  La- 
vaile, his  troops  having  nearly  all  deserted  him. — 
The  only  assistance  he  reckons  upon,  is  Acha  with 
300  infantry  and  150  cavalry,  who  was  on  his  way 
to  join  him  from  Tncuman. 

The  army  has  placed  itself  in  communication 
with  general  Aldao  and  governor  Calderon  of  San 
Luis,  so  that  were  the  remnants  of  the  enemy  ten 
times  as  strong  as  they  are  they  could  not  stand  be- 
fore us. 

Tampico.  Passengers  arrived  last  evening  who 
left  Tampico  on  the  14th  lilt.  They  were  landed 
at  the  Balize  from  the  brig  Charles  Carroll,  bound 
lor  New  York  from  Tampico. 

Business  was  remarkably  dull  when  they  left.  A 
condueta  had  arrived  from  the  interior  with  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  about  fifty  thousand  of  which  was 
said  to  be  destined  for  New  Orleans;  therp  was  then 
no  vessels  there  to  convey  it  hither. 

A rumor  was  bruited  about  in  Tampico  that  ge- 
neral Arista  was  about  joining  w ith  Canales,  for  the 
purpose  of  embracing  the  federal  cause.  Every 
tiling  was  quiet  in  the  interior.  [ Picayune . 

TEXAS. 

The  Galveston  paper  of  Feb.  4,  says;  “Congress 
adjourned  on  the  4th  inst.  The  private  treaty  with 
England  guarantees  peace  between  Texas  and 
and  Mexico  in  30  days  after  its  ratification,  now 
made,  reaches  the  capital  of  Mexico;  Texas  agree- 
ing to  pay  England,  as  her  part  of  the  debt  due 
Mexico,  £1,000,01)0  in  50  years.” 

There  was  an  arrival  at  New  Orleans  on  the  3d, 
but  it  brought  little  or  no  news.  A list  of  consuls 
appears  in  the  papers,  among  which  we  find  the 
name  of  Henry  H.  Williams,  consul  at  Baltimore. 
Gen.  T.  J.  Green  had  been  appointed  minister  to 
England.  There  was  no  news  from  Mexico  to  be 
depended  upon. 

Galveston  dates  to  the  22d  ult.  were  received  at 
New  Orleans  on  the  24th.  The  news  is  of  but 
little  interest  or  importance.  Every  thing  was 
quiet  on  the  western  frontier,  so  far  as  the  Mexi- 
cans were  concerned.  The  Indians  were  maraud- 
ing and  committing  trifling  depredations.  Of  the 
business  and  future  prospects  of  Texas,  the  Hous- 
ton Telegraph  says: 


“The  annual  revenue  of  the  country  may  be 
safely  estimated  at  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars — 
the  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  current 
year  is  only  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This 
fact  alone  is  sufficient  to  dispel  all  doubt  relative  to 
the  future  credit  of  the  republic,  and  to  inspire 
complete  confidence  in  the  holders  of  government 
liabilitiesi  And  when  we  take  in  view,  also,  the 
certainty  of  an  armistice  with  Mexico;  the  remo- 
val of  all  apprehension  relative  to  the  now  enfeebled 
savage  enemy;  the  late  rapid  augmentation  of  the 
industrious  classes  of  the  country,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  tiie  foreign  relations,  we  cannot  hesitate  to 
admit  that  the  prospects  of  the  nation  are  far  more 
encouraging  than  they  have  been  at  any  previous 
period.  The  flood-tide  of  prosperity  seems  to  be 
setting  in  with  an  irresistible  current.” 

The  dales  from  Galveston,  received  at  New  Or- 
leans, are  to  the  28th  ult.  According  to  the  Bulle- 
tin, entire  tranquillity  seems  to  prevail  on  the 
Texan  frontiers.  The  whole  country  is  represent- 
ed as  improving  rapidly.  Agriculture  is  the  order 
of  the  day.  Great  preparations  are  making  for  the 
cultivation  of  cotton.  The  recent  establishment  at 
Galveston  and  Houston  of  English  mercantile 
houses,  and  the  prices  which  are  offered,  have  gi- 
ven a new  impulse  to  the  culture  of  that  great  staple. 

The  Galveston  papers  state  that  col.  Dangerfield 
lias  been  appointed  charge  d’affaires  to  France, 
judge  Webb,  minister  to  Mexico;  and  gen.  Green, 
charge  to  England.  A gentleman  from  Austin  as- 
sures us  that  gen.  Green  has  not  been  appointed  to 
England,  and  that  gen.  Hamilton  will  continue  to 
act  as  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James. 

The  new  tariff  is  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of 
April.  The  highest  rate  of  duly  is  45  per  cent,  in 
promissory  notes,  equal  to  about  8 per  cent,  for 
money  on  the  invoice  price  of  merchandise. 

Methodist  church.  W e have  before  us  the  minutes 
of  the  first  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Texas,  recently  held  by  the  rev.  bishop 
Waugh,  from  which  we  learn  the  state  of  that 
church  in  the  new  republic.  The  following  is  the 
number  in  society: 


Whites.  Col’d. 

Whites.  Col’d . 

St.  Augustine 

266 

52 

Austin 

67 

5 

Jasper 

104 

32 

Brazoria 

45 

21 

Nacogdoches 

246 

17 

Victoria  and  Ma- 

Crockett 

75 

1 

tagorda 

103 

24 

Montgomery 

218 

8 

Galveston 

17 

7 

Houston 

13 

11 

Washington 

281 

40 

Harrison 

68 

Nashville 

40 

8 

Rutersville 

78 

4 

— 

— 

1,623  230 

RECAPITULATION. 

Whites.  Col’d * 

Members 

1,623 

230 

Local  preachers 

25 

Total  1,648  230 

There  are  three  districts  in  Texas,  viz:  San  Au- 
gustine, Galveston  and  Rutersville.  There  are 
eighteen  preachers  belonging  to  the  conference— 
these  are  exclusive  of  the  local  ministry.  We  per- 
ceive that  three  places  are  to  be  supplied  by  the 
bishop.  The  next  conference  is  to  be  held  at  San 
Augustine  on  the  23d  of  December. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Extra  session.  We  copy  from  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  the  18th  inst.  the  following  procla- 
mation of  the  president  of  the  United  States  cal- 
ling an  extra  session  of  congress: 

By  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  sundry  important  and  w’eighty  mat- 
ters, principally  growing  out  of  the  condition  of  the 
revenue  and  finances  of  the  country,  appear  to  me 
to  call  for  the  consideration  of  congress  at  ar.  earlier 
day  than  its  next  annual  session,  and  thus  form  an 
extraordinary  occasion,  such  as  renders  necessary, 
in  my  judgment,  the  convention  of  the  two  houses 
as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  1 do,  therefore,  by 
this  my  proclamation,  convene  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  to  meet  in  the  capitol  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  last  Monday,  being  the  thirty-first 
day,  of  May  next.  And  I require  the  respective 
senators  and  representatives  then  and  there  to  as- 
semble, in  order  to  receive  such  information  re- 
specting the  state  of  (he  union  as  may  be  given  to 
them,  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  measures  aa  the 
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good  of  the  country  may  seem  to  them,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  wisdom  and  discretion,  to  require. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  sign- 
ed the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
LL-  s4  one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  the  sixty-fifth. 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

By  the  president: 

Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of  slate. 


Land  officers — Registers. 

Jesse  K.  Dubois,  Palestine,  Illinois,  vice  Joseph 
Kitchell,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  5th  in- 
stant. 

James  M.  Hartford,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  vice 
Thomas  H.  Hopkins,  resigned. 

[The  Madisonian  saysi'T'he  appointments  which 
have  been  sent  to  the  senate  for  confirmation,  have 
been  chiefly  to  fill  vacancies.  It  may  be  of  some 
use  to  state  our  belief  that  removals  and  appoint- 
ments generally  which  seem  to  be  expected,  will 
not  take  place  without  deliberation,  for  which  time 
and  opportunity  are  necessary.] 


Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

A.  A.  Hall,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  charge  d’affaires 
to  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  in  the  place  of  John 
G.  A.  Williamson,  deceased. 

Lorenzo  Draper,  to  be  consul  for  the  city  of  Paris, 
in  France,  in  the  place  of  Daniel  Brent,  deceased. 

Nathaniel  P.  Causin,  jr.  secretary  to  the  presi- 
dent, to  sign  patents. 

Thomas  Hayes,  navy  agent,  Philadelphia. 

Win.  M.  Meredith,  attorney  U.S.  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  John  M. 
Read,  resigned. 

Walter  Forward,  attorney  U.  S.  for  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  J.  P.  An- 
derson, resigned. 

Henderson  Taylor,  attorney  U.  S.  for  the  western 
district  of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  Benjamin  F. 
Linton,  resigned. 

Ogden  Hoffman,  attorney,  U.  S.  for  the  district 
of  New  York 

Henry  C.  Bosler,  U.  S.  marshal,  for  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  Arnold 
Plumer,  resigned. 

Daniel  Hugunin,  U.S.  marshal,  for  the  district  of 
Wiskonsin,  in  the  place  of  Edward  James  resigned. 

Clark  Robinson,  U.  S.  marshal,  for  the  northern 
district  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of  Nathaniel 
Garrow,  deceased. 

Win.  Barron,  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Vermont;  vice  Hemati  Lowry. 

Solomon  Lincoln,  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district 
of  Massachusetts;  vice  J.  L.  Sibley. 

Bernard  Peyton,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at  Rich- 
mond, Virginia;  vice  C.  W.  Gooch. 

Miles  Selden  Watkins,  to  be  deputy  postmaster 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama;  vice  D.  B.  Turner. 

Lieut.  W.  K.  Hanson,  to  be  a captain  by  brevet. 
Wm.  A.  Spencer,  to  be  a captain  in  the  navy. 
Abraham  Bigelow,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy. 

Win.  L.  Maury,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy. 

Officers  of  the  customs — Collectors. 

Ebenezer  Bacon,  Barnstable,  Mass,  vice  Henry 
Crocker,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  3d  in- 
stant. 

Isaac  N.  Stoddard,  Plymouth,  Mass,  vice  Scuy- 
ler  Sampson,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  11th 
instant. 

Myles  Elliott,  jr.  Hertford,  North  Carolina,  re- 
appointed. 

James  Danaghe,  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  vice 
W.  H.  Ellis,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  11th 
instant. 

Austin  Baldwin,  Middletown,  Connecticut,  vice 
Noah  H.  Phelps,  whose  commission  expired  on  the 
11th  instant. 

Nathan  Cummings,  Portland,  Maine,  vice  John 
Anderson,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  11th 
instant. 

Wm.  R.  Watson,  Providence,  R.  I.  vice  Walter 
R.  Danforth,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  llih 
instant. 

Tristara  Storer,  Saco,  Maine,  vice  John  F.  Scatn- 
mon,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  11th  inst. 

Daniel  Retnick,  Kennebunk,  Maine,  vice  Bar-  j 
nabas  Palmer,  whose  commission  expired  on  (he 
11th  instant. 

Henry  Soulhmayd,  assistant  collector  of  the  cus 
toms  for  the  district  of  New  York,  to  reside  at  Jer- 
sey city,  in  the  state  of  New’  Jersey,  vice  J.  M. 
Cornelison,  resigned. 

Surveyors. 

Wm.  P.  Greene,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  vice 
John  B.  Barton,  whose  commission  expired  on  the 
3d  instant. 

Rob  -rt  Butler,  Smiihfiebl,  Va.  re-appointed. 

Go:  don  Forbes,  Yeocomico,  Va.  re  appointed 
Wm.  Pinkney,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  vice  James 

Mosher,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  11th 
instant. 

Jedediah  W.  Knight,  Paweatuck,  Rhode  Island, 
vice  George  Brown,  whose  commission  expired  on 
the  12th  instant. 

Geo.  Howland,  Tiverton,  R.  Island,  vice  Charles 
Durfee,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  11th  in- 
stant. 


Representatives  of  foreign  states  now 
in  Washington.  Envoys  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary  accredited  to  the  U.  States. 

From  Great  Britain.  Henry  S.  Fox,  esq.  pre- 
sented March,  1836. 

From  Russia.  M.  Al.  de  Bodisco,  presented  May, 
1838. 

From  the  Argentine  confederation.  Gen.  Alvear, 
presented  October  11,  1S38. 

From  Austria.  Baron  de  Marschal,  presented 
October  13,  1S3S. 

From  Spain.  Chevalier  d’Argaiz,  presented  Sep- 
tember 27, 1839. 

From  France.  M.  de  Bacourt,  presented  July, 
1840. 

Ministers  resident. 

From  Prussia.  Baron  de  Roenne,  presented  June, 
1834. 

From  Portugal.  M.Figaniere  e Morao,  present- 
ed December  31,  1S40. 

List  of  charges  d’affaires. 

Mr.  Steen  Bille,  charge  d’affaires  of  Denmark, 
credential  letter  November,  1828. 

Chevalier  Adrian  Martini,  charge  d’affaires  of 
the  Netherlands,  credential  letter  July,  1833. 

M.  Charles  Serruys,  charge  d’affaires  of  Belgium, 
credential  letter  September,  1838. 

Chevalier  de  Nordin,  charge  d’affaires  of  Sweden, 
credential  letter  November,  1838. 

Count  ile  Colobiano,  charge  d’affaires  of  Sardinia, 
credential  letter  February,  1839. 

Bernard  E.  Bee,  charge  d’affaires  of  Texas,  cre- 
dential letter  April,  1840. 


Presentation.  Yesterday,  at  half  after  two 
o’clock,  his  excellency  M.  A.  de  Bodisco,  the 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  the  United  States,  ac- 
companied by  the  secretary  of  legation,  M.  de 
Stoekles,  was  presented  to  the  president  by  the 
secretary  of  state. 

M.  de  Bodisco  delivered  the  following  address, 
to  which  the  president  made  the  subjoined  reply: 
Address  of  M.  A.  de  Bodisco. 

I have  the  honor  to  present  myself  before  you, 
Mr.  President,  as  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russias,  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  ele- 
vation of  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  confederation 
of  the  United  States. 

Called  by  the  most  flattering  suffrages  to  preside 
over  the  destinies  of  seventeen  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans, you  enter,  Mr.  President,  upon  the  exercise  of 
your  high  functions  at  an  epoch  when  all  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  United  States  present  themselves 
under  a gratifying  aspect,  and  the  assurances  that 
you  have,  of  your  own  accord,  given  on  the  day  of 
your  inauguration,  afford  an  additional  guaranty  for 
their  duration. 

I esteem  myself  happy,  Mr.  President,  to  be  able 
to  assure  you  that  my  august  master  the  emperor 
desire  most  sincerely  the  continuation  of  the  friend- 
ly relations  so  happily  established  between  Russia 
and  the  United  States;  and  all  my  wishes,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, will  be  gratified  if,  with  your  amiable  con- 
currence, it  shall  be  reserved  for  me  to  draw  still 
closer  the  bonds  of  the  relation  already  existing. 

I pray  you  Mr.  President,  to  be  assured  that  it  is 
my  sincere  wish  to  tender  myself  constantly  wor- 
thy of  the  esteem  of  Ibe  chief  magistrate  of  the 
union. 

Reply  of  the  president. 

I receive,  sir,  the  congratulation  which  you  offer 
me,  in  your  capacity  of  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  upon  my  eleclion  to  the  presidency  of  the 
United  States,  with  great  pleasure. 

From  the  epoch  which  introduced  the  United 
States  to  the  world  as  an  independent  nation;  the 
most  amicable  relations  have  existed  between  them 
and  the  powerful  and  distinguished  monarchs  who 
have  successively  swayed  the  sceptre  of  Russia. 
The  presidents,  my  predecessors,  acting  in  behalf 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  people,  their  consti- 
tuents, have  never  failed  to  use  every  proper  occa- 
sion to  confirm  and  strengthen  the  friendship  so 
auspiciously  commenced,  and  which  a mutuality 


of  interests  render  so  desirable  to  be  continued.  I 
assure  you,  sir,  that  none  of  them  felt  the  obliga- 
tions of  this  duty  more  powerfully  than  I do,  and 
you  cannot  in  language  too  strong  communicate  to 
your  august  monarch  my  sentiments  on  thi3  sub- 
ject. And  permit  me  to  add,  that  no  more  accept- 
able medium  of  communicating  them  could  have 
been  afforded  than  that  of  a personage  who  has 
rendered  himself  so  acceptable,  as  well  to  the  peo- 
ple as  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

[Nat.  Int.  of  13 th. 

INAUGURATION  INCIDENTS. 

Among  the  gratifying  incidents  of  inauguration 
day,  was  the  assemblage  of  some  of  the  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  who  were  plac- 
ed immediately  in  front  of  the  president  in  the  pro- 
cession, and  conducted  by  gen.  Leslie  Combs,  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  costume  of  a Kentucky  volunteer, 
and  such  a one  as  general  Harrison  generally  wore 
while  commanding  on  the  northwestern  frontier. 

Tippecanoe,  Mississinewa,  and  the  Thames, 
river  Raisin  and  Dudley’s  defeat, "Fort  Meigs  and 
Fort  Erie,  Chippewa,  Lundy’s  lane,  Brige water, 
Queenstown,  &c.  were  all  represented  by  the  few 
veterns  present;  a majority  of  whom  bore  honorable 
marks  upon  their  persons  of  their  dangerous  proxi- 
mity to  the  enemy  in  war  “long  time  ago.” 

After  partaking  of  refreshments  at  the  presiden- 
tial mansion,  they  returned  to  Gadsby’s,  and  took 
leave  of  each  other  in  a most  feeling  manner,  after 
a brief  address  from  gen.  Combs.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  names  of  all  present  were  not  ob- 
tained in  time  for  this  notice.  We  h'ave  been  en- 
abled to  obtain  only  the  following  list: 

Gen.  James  Miller,  of  Massachusetts:  major  Jno. 
G.  Camp,  of  Virginia;  col.  Chas.  S.  Clarkson,  of 
Kentucky;  col  John  McElvain,  of  Ohio;  major 
Thomas  Stockton,  of  Delaware;  major  Bacon,  Dr. 
Pendergrast,  of  Kentucky;  Dr.  J.  Pearine,  of  Va. 
gen.  John  Payne,  of  Kentucky;  major  John  Wil- 
loek,  of  Pennsylvania;  Richard  S.  Chinn,  esq.  of 
Kentucky;  James  V.  Redden,  esq.  of  Kentucky; 
capt.  John  A.  Rogers,  of  Tennessee.  [Nat.  Int. 

The  final  adjournment  of  the  great  Baltimore  con- 
vention of  whig  young  men.  On  Thursday  morn- 
ing they  assembled  in  large  numbers  from  various 
parts  of  the  union,  and  took  the  station  assigned 
them  in  the  procession  by  the  marshal  of  the  da}’, 
marched  up  to  the  capitol,  heard  the  inaugural 
address,  saw  William  Henry  Harrison  invested  by 
the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States  with  the  of- 
ficial powers  to  officiate  as  president  of  the  union, 
accompanied  the  president  to  (he  people’s  mansion, 
saw  him  safely  quartered  in  the  white  house,  and 
dined.  At  5 o’clock,  they  reassembled  at  the  City 
Hall,  Mr.  Horner  in  (he  chair;  when,  after  several 
spirited  speeches  from  Mr.  Harvey,  of  S.  Carolina, 
Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr  R.  S.  Elliott,  of 
Pennsylvania,  Z.  Collins  Lee,  and  Win.  Piits,  of 
Maryland,  Charles  Carter  Lee,  of  Virginia,  anil 
several  others,  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die, 
in  that  spirit  of  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  is 
the  best  harbinger  and  surest  guaranty  of  what 
the  young  men  of  the  union  can  and  will  do,  when 
duty  again  calls  them  from  their  retirement  to  serve 
in  a similar  manner.  [Nat.  Int. 

Festival  of  whig  editors.  From  ihe  National 
Intelligencer.  The  inauguration  of  president  Har- 
rison, as  is  well  known  lo  our  readers,  brought 
thousands  of  American  citizens  to  the  capitol  of 
the  United  States.  With  the  whigs  of  the  union, 
Washington  was  the  pilgrim  city,  and  the  multi- 
tude thronged  here  as  did  the  pilgrims  of  olden 
time  to  the  holy  city.  The  fourth  oi  March,  1841, 
was  a new  era  with  the  people  of  t lie  United  States. 
The  citadel  had  been  besieged  for  a series  of  twelve 
years  and  they  who  were  enclosed  within  its  walls, 
clinging  lo  their  altars  and  their  principles  to  the 
last  came  forth  in  the  end  the  conquoreis  of  the 
corrupt  dynasty,  who  had  held  the  reins  of  power. 
Instead  of  a surrender,  discretionary  or  by  force  of 
arms,  there  was  a triumph,  and  one  so  complete 
and  astonishing  that  besieged  as  well  as  besiegers 
were  alike  amazed  at  tile  issue  of  the  contest. 

Of  tiie  many  who  came  here,  and  wiio  had  done 
good  service  to  tile  country,  wore  a number  of  tiie 
editors  and  proprietors  ot  the  whig  press  of  tiie 
country.  A body  of  men,  who,  through  their 
newspapers,  were  in  daily  communion  with  one 
another,  and  representing,  as  it  were,  tiie  eye  and 
tongue  of  the  nation,  were  now,  for  the  first  lime, 
in  tiie  same  city,  and  here  for  the  same  puipose — 
to  participate  in  an  event  which  had  been  consum- 
mated in  part  through  theiragency.  The  gathering 
of  so  many  of  die  “press  gang”  at  head  quarters 
was  made  tiie  occasion  of  a fraternal  meeting.  Ar- 
ragements  were  made  accordingly,  and  a feast  of 
good  things  prepared  by  one  of  the  best  caterers  in 
the  city.  The  time  fixed  for  the  convivial  meeting 
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was  the  evening  succeeding  the  inauguration  of 
president  Harrison.  Some  forty  of  the  members  of 
the  press  were  present  from  almost  the  extremes  of 
the  union.  There  were  editors  in  attendance  from 
Maine  to  Missouri,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Ala- 
bama, and  from  the  tops  of  the  Green  Mountains  to 
the  embroyo  state  of  Florida.  Old  Massachusetts 
was  there,  and  beside  her  old  Virginia;  the  P'mpire 
state  was  represented  from  the  great  commercial 
city  of  the  union  to  the  interior  of  the  state.  New 
Jersey  was  there,  represented  by  one  who  had  been 
instrumental  in  rallying  the  great  host  at  Baltimore 
in  May;  the  broad  seal  was  remembered  and  re- 
spected; and  beside  her  a son  of  the  “Old  North 
state”  which  had  shown  herself  a bright  beacon 
light  in  the  midst  of  surrounding  darkness.  Mary- 
land was  there,  and  Alabama  was  there.  “The 
Keystone  state”  was  represented  from  the  great 
city  of  the  state  to  its  capital;  from  the  former,  by 
an  adopted  son  born  under  the  shadow  of  the  old 
Plymouth  rock,  and  from  the  latter,  but  one  who 
had  been  the  first  to  rescue  the  tenants  of  the  log 
cabins  from  the  degradation  which  the  vassals  of 
power  would  have  cast  upon  them  and  upon  one  of 
the  great  pioneers  to  the  wilderness  of  the  west. 

The  representation  of  the  American  press  would 
have  done  credit  to  any  body  of  men  in  the  land. 
The  oldest  editor  in  the  country  was  there,  a man 
who,  forty-two  years  since,  had  put  the  harness 
upon  his  back,  and  worn  it  almost  from  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  successor  of  Washington,  tq  the  in- 
auguration of  one  whom  the  father  of  his  country 
had,  in  the  buoyancy  of  youth,  called  from  the  re- 
tirement of  social  life  to  the  hard  service  of  a cam- 
paign, to  the  uncivilized  and  almost  unexplored 
northwest.  The  seinors  and  juniors  of  the  press 
of  the  country  were  in  attendance,  and  the  com- 
bined experience  of  the  few  present  would,  if  told 
and  concentrated,  have  been  that  of  almost  five 
hundred  years.  Some  had  been  more  than  two 
score  years  in  the  service,  and  several  had  labored 
with  pen  or  type  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. Others  there  were  who  had  grown  old  ami 
grown  poor  in  the  ranks;  and  others  who,  having 
done  good  service,  and  lost  their  little  all  in  a pro- 
fession of  their  choosing,  had  retired  to  some  ser- 
vice where  the  laborer  was  better  rewarded  for  his 
toil.  Others  had  linked  their  destiny  for  good  or 
evil  with  the  public  press;  and  others  yet,  and 
younger  yet,  were  fresh  and  ardent  in  pursuit  of  a 
profession  the  very  labor  and  excitement  of  which 
is  one  of  its  greatest  attractions.  But  we  must 
leave  the  prelude  for  the  play,  and  our  own  speech 
for  the  speeches  of  better  soldiers  in  the  service. 

We  found  ourselves  between  seven  and  eight 
o’clock  seated  at  a long  table  covered  with  all  the 
good  cheer  of  the  season,  and  decorated  with  all 
the  good  taste  and  beauty  of  one  skilled  in  the 
culinary  art.  At  the  head  of  the  table,  as  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  evening,  was  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer. The  foot  of  the  table  was  occupied  by  a 
■worthy  and  intelligent  colleague  in  the  service,  in 
the  person  of  colonel  Stone,  of  the  New  Yoik 
Commercial  Advertiser.  “The  feast  of  reason  and 
the  How  of  soul”  followed:  amid  speech,  sentiment, 
and  song,  mid-night  came,  and  morning  too,  before 
a separation  could  be  made,  and,  in  the  end,  the 
final  parting  was  as  painful  as  the  first  meeting  had 
been  pleasant. 

It  would  fill  a newspaper  from  the  title  to  the 
imprint  to  record  half  the  good  things  said  upon 
the  occasion.  Though  asocial  meeting  only,  and 
confined  to  the  cralt,  with  no  set  speeches,  and  no 
studied  sentiments,  there  were  frequent  sallies  of 
wit,  displays  of  eloquence,  exhibitions  of  thought, 
and  promptness  of  reply  and  repartee,  that  would 
have  done  honor  to  any  body  of  men  whose  prac- 
tice it  might  be  to  play  the  orator.  Many  have 
doubted  whether  a speaking  man  and  a writing  man 
could  be  concentrated  in  the  same  person.  The 
doubt  should  no  longer  exist,  for  we  can  bear  wit- 
ness that  newspaper  editors,  w ithout  practice,  are 
as  ready  to  think  well  and  to  talk  well  upon  their 
legs  as  any  class  of  men,  who  speak  in  public  by 
profession.  The  off  hand  remarks  during  the  even- 
ing were  suggested  at  the  moment,  from  occurren- 
ces growing  out  of  the  festivity,  and  from  the  as- 
sembling of  so  many  together  upon  a similar  er- 
rand. There  were  poets  presents,  and  poetry, 
both  in  prose  and  verse;  bookmakers  and  dramatic 
writers  of  a high  reputation  arid  no  mean  capacity' 
were  there,  and  withal  a score  of  distinguished  po- 
liticians, and  men  who  made  a name  and  fame  for 
hundreds  who,  independently  of  the  press,  would 
never  have  beeu  known  beyond  the  place  of  their 
birth  and  labors. 

Th  : veterans  of  the  corps  told  their  experience, 
and  a sad  experience  it  was  with  some  whose  sen- 
timents are  embodied  in  their  toasts.  Others  vin- 
dicated the  press  from  the  ostracism  which  too’ 


many  would  use,  abuse  and  banish.  The  expe- 
rience was  generally  a common  experience,  and 
the  opinions  expressed  common  opinions,  both  as  to 
the  wrongs  inflicted  and  the  proper  redress  of  grie- 
vances. Those  w'ho  spoke  of  the  power  of  the 
press  spoke  of  it  in  no  vain  boasting,  and  in  the 
full  conviction  that  the  press  w'as  rather  a curse 
than  a blessing  to  a people,  unless  it  was  moral,  in- 
telligent, responsible  and  accountable.  All  regard- 
ed it  as  a potent  engine,  for  good  or  for  evil,  and  to 
keep  it  pure  tirose  placed  at  the  helm  of  this  great 
and  speaking  power  between  mart  and  man,  and 
community  and  community,  should  be  men  of  truth 
and  wisdom — men  entrusted  with  the  key  of  know- 
ledge, and  accountable  to  God  and  the  people  for 
the  knowledge  imparted.  A proper  self-respect 
was  the  true  means  of  exacting  respect  from  others. 
Coolness,  good  temper  and  dignity  of  character, 
were  spoken  of  as  the  great  qualifications  for  men 
placed  as  sentinels  upon  the  watch-tower  of  liber- 
ty. It  was  said,  too,  and  heartily  responded  to, 
that  those  who  would  proscribe  the  press  should 
themselves  be  proscribed.  Proscription  should  be 
proscribed.  The  press  should  receive,  not  above 
other  men,  but  as  other  men,  of  the  honors  and 
emoluments  of  office — not  merely  for  the  sake  of 
office,  but  for  the  sake  of  justice.  Public  opinion 
was  wrong,  and  public  opinion  should  be  corrected. 
The  press  had  been  too  long  the  mouth-piece  of 
little  great  men  who  had  been  puffed  into  an  ex- 
panded and  bloated  notoriety  as  dangerous  to  the 
country  as  injurious  to  the  press  itself.  The  ques- 
tion, also,  was  discussed  whether  public  opinion 
created  the  press,  or  the  press  public  opinion? 
Whether,  as  the  first  or  second  moral  power  of  the 
world,  it  was  in  advance  of  public  sentiment? 

We  might  go  on  through  the  evening  to  the 
morning  festivities,  and  should  close  with  a very 
imperfect  sketch  of  a profitable  and  delightful  meet- 
ing. We  know  not  when  we  may  again  meet  a 
body  of  men  of  the  same  profession.  We  could  wish 
such  meetings  w’ere  more  frequent,  as  well  from  the 
social  enjoyment  derived  from  them,  as  from  the 
power  they'  would  have  to  unite  in  every  good  work 
and  purpose  men  of  a common  feeling  and  kindred 
pursuits.  We  have  known  each  other  but  in  part, 
in  our  absence  one  from  another.  Sectional  preju- 
dices, state  feelings,  a difference  in  institutions,  ha- 
bits of  life  diversified  in  their  character,  and  that 
everlasting  exaction  of  time  aud  labor  which  keeps 
an  editor  cooped  up  within  the  four  walls  of  his 
printing  office  or  his  domicil,  have,  in  a measure, 
warped  cur  better  judgments.  Our  meeting  here 
was  in  the  very  radii  oi  the  national  circle,  not  north 
nor  south,  nor  east  nor  west.  If  we  had  prejudices 
we  left  them  home;  and  if  we  had  ttiem  home,  they 
cannot  return  w ith  11s,  after  breaking  bread  and 
drinking  wine  together,  with  common  pledges  and 
mutual  feelings.  The  more  1 here  is  of  this  meeting 
face  to  face  and  eye  to  eye,  the  better  for  the  coun- 
try. The  press  is,  as  was  expressed  in  one  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  evening,  the  controlling  power  of 
the  nation;  and  a tremendous  engine,  as  it  is,  it 
should  be  linked  together,  in  no  conspiracy' for  evil, 
but  fortbe  accomplishment  of  great  and  holy  pur- 
poses, in  a common  bond  of  union.  We  remember, 
then,  our  social  and  harmonious  festivity,  as  the 
membeis  of  a family  remember  those  who  are  bound 
to  them  by'  the  strongest  ties  of  affection.  If  we 
are  inclined  hereafter  to  indulge  in  asperities,  they 
will  be  softened  by  the  recollection  of  the  meeting 
of  the  whig  editors,  at  Washington,  upon  the  day' 
succeeding  the  inauguration  of  a whig  president  of 
the  United  States.  If  we  are  ambitious  of  advance- 
ment in  our  calling,  it  shall  be  a generous  emula- 
tion to  excel  each  other  in  good  works.  Our  rival- 
ship  shall  be  that  of  friends  placed  in  positions  of 
responsibility,  and  accountable,  mainly  by  the  ex- 
positions we  make  to  the  public  lor  a correct  public 
sentiment,  and  more  than  this,  lor  the  perpetuity  of 
our  institutions.  The  press  of  a country  is  its  con- 
servative principle — necessary  to  establish,  and 
alone  capable  of  keeing  a people  civilized,  humane 
and  intelligent.  It  is,  too,  the  loud  and  trumpet- 
tongued  voice  of  the  people.  It  breathes  the  spirit 
of  liberty  upon  the  nation,  and  while  it  is  a terror 
to  evil  doers  it  speaks  in  a voice  of  encouragement 
to  the  deserving  of  every  age  and  every  calling. 

We  come  now  to  the  sentiments  offered,  some 
few  of  which  we  have  preserved.  01  the  speeches 
made,  w e can,  for  lack  of  time  say  no  more  than  we 
have  said.  Of  the  speakers,  it  would  be  out  of 
place  to  make  destination.  For  other  particulars 
we  refer  to  the  toasts  given  below: 

By  A.  B Chambers.  The  conductors  of  the  whig 
presses  in  Washington.  Their  attention  and  cour- 
tesy to  their  brethien  from  other  parts,  like  their 
discharge  of  their  editorial  duties,  deserve  our 
warmest  thanks. 

By  John  IV.  Syme,  editor  of  the  Petersburg  Intel- 
ligencer.  “A  decent  and  manly  examination  by 


| the  press,  of  the  acts  of  the  government,  should  not 
only  be  tolerated  but  encouraged.” 

By  F.  C.  Hill.  New  Jersey:  Every  acre  of  her 
soil  was  tracked  by  the  footsteps  of  an  enemy  in 
’76,  every  vestige  was  washed  out  by  that  enemy’s 
blood.  She  has  manifested  in  1840  that  the  spirit 
of ’76  still  exists. 

By  J.  L.  Homer,  of  Boston.  Tip.  and  Ty:  Words 
of  great  import.  They  have  enabled  the  whigs  of 
the  United  States  to  Up  over  the  chair  of  the  Kin- 
derhook  magician  in  the  white  house,  and  to  tie  the 
legs  of  his  blind  followers  so  firmly  that  they  are 
“fixed  for  slow  travelling”  for  the  next  twelve 
years. 

By  Mr.  Wharton,  Wheeling  Times.  Col.Mun- 
roe,  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot:  A gentleman  whose 
ardent  patriotism,  worth,  industry  and  talent,  com- 
mand our  respect,  and  are  worthy  of  emulation. 

By  Isaac  Munroe.  The  tree  of  liberty:  May  its 
branches  expand  until  it  overshadows  the  earth. 

By  Nelson  Poe.  The  National  Intelligencer  and 
its  editors:  The  exemplars  ot  newspapers  and  of 
gentlemen. 

By  Joseph  R.  Chandler.  The  liberty  of  the  press: 
The  right  to  publish,  and  the  power  to  exclude. 

By  I.  Munroe.  The  granite  hills  of  New  Hamp- 
shire: May  they  not  yield  to  (he  spirit  of  locofoco- 
ism. 

By  James  Biootcs,  of  the  New  York  Express  — 
The  press  power,  and  the  steam  power:  The  great 
agents  of  civilization  to  make  all  other  powers  fear 
and  tremble. 

By  F-  C.  Hill,  of  the  Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Adver- 
tiser. The  whig  press:  The  result  of  the  late  con- 
test proves  that  no  combinations  of  faction  can 
withstand  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  constitutional  li- 
berty. 

By  James  M.  Stevenson,  of  the  Troy  Daily  Whig, 
N.  Y.  The  whig  press:  The  mental  lever  which 
has  moved  the  people  and  produced  the  great  politi- 
cal revolution  over  which  we  now  rejoice. 

Oh!  “What  has  caused  the  great  commotion,  motion, 
motion, 

The  country  through: 

For  all  the  world  has  come  round 
For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too. 

By  John  W.  Syme.  The  editor  of  the  Princeton 
Whig:  Honor  to  him  who  called  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, and  to  those  who  obeyed  the  call. 

By  Epes  Sargent.  The  reporters  of  Washington: 
But  for  whom  it  might  be  said  of  members  of  con- 
gress, as  of  the  heroes  before  Agamemnon,  “they 
had  no  poet  and  they  died.” 

By  G.  B.  Hayden,  of  Alabama.  The  “general 
ticket:”  A two-edged  sword,  whose  sharpest  edge 
shall  yet  recoil  upon  the  heads  of  its  false  fabrica- 
tors. 

By  Mr.  Barker,  of  Mobile.  The  north  and  the 
south:  One  and  invisible  in  feeling  and  interest. 

By  Mr.  Agg.  Thealchohol  of  the  press:  A tithe 
of  its  purified  spirit  necessary  stimnlous  to  an  ad- 
ministration. May  they  avoid  the  folly  of  total  ab- 
stinence. 

By  R.  E.  Horner,  of  the  Princeton  Whig,  N.  J. 
May  the  whig  press  of  the  union  always  be  “willing 
to  praise,  but  not  afraid  to  blame.” 

By  Isaac  Munroe.  The  present  cabinet:  Made 
up,  by  a master-workman,  of  the  best  materials. 

By  J.  Prentiss.  The  whig  press:  As  it  has  con- 
tributed to  aid  the  efforts  of  statesmen  and  patriots 
in  discharging  from  public  confidence  men  deemed 
unworthy  by  a vast  majority  of  the  people — let  it 
ever  be  united  in  the  support  of  the  new  adminis- 
tration, so  long  as  Ihe  text  book  is  adhered  to. 

By  W.  M.  Blackford,  editor  of  the  Fredericks, 
burg  Arena.  The  Press: 

“We  lift  on  high  the  warning  voice, 

When  public  ills  prevail; 

Ours  is  tlie  writing  on  the  wall, 

That  turns  the  tyrant  pale.’’ 

By  N.  Poe.  The  Virginia  press:  Not  excelled 
by  the  press  of  any  other  state,  in  ability,  fidelity, 
or  chivalry. 

By  Joseph  T.  Adams,  of  Boston.  The  political 
press:  Entitled  to  the  favor  and  confidence  of  the 
government  and  people,  in  exact  proportion  to  its 
nndeviating  support  of  good  principles,  good  men 
and  good  measures. 

By  Thomas  Allen  An  agreeable  sign  of  an  early 
spring:  The  migration  of  the  marlin  to  the  north  in 
March. 

By  col.  Stone.  The  members  of  our  profession: 
The  first  in  requisition  in  the  hour  of  trouble,  the 
first  forgotten  in  the  hour  of  triumph. 

By  Erustus  Brooks.  An  unshackled  press:  The 
controlling  mind  of  a free  and  independent  people. 

By  John  L.  Carey,  of  the  Baltimore  American..-*, 
The  independence  of  the  press;  The  press  must 
represent  principles  and  sentiments  which  exist  ip 
the  community;  its  true  independence  consists  in 
representing  and  enforcing  such  only  as  are  Irue 
and  good 
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True  republican  democracy:  with  the  principles 
of  Christianity  at  its  root,  may  it  grow  until  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  repose  under  its  shadow. 

General  Harrison:  In  extricating  himself  from  a 
press , let  him  not  create  a solitude. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  the  Madisonian:  a gentleman  of 
fine  mind,  pure  principles  and  fine  scholarship: 

By  Thomas  Allen.  The  inauguration  of  presi- 
dent Harrison:  An  effect  of  the  powers  and  labors 
of  the  whig  and  conservative  press  of  the  country. 

By  A.  B.  Chambers,  of  the  Missouri  Republican. 
The  whig  presses:  Whilst  they  herald  forth  whole- 
some, moral  and  political  principles,  may  they  al- 
ways select,  and  only  support,  honest  and  compe- 
tent men  to  carry  out  their  measures. 

By  D.  W.  Whitehurst,  of  the  St.  Augustine  News. 
The  sentinels  on  the  watch-tower  of  freedom — the 
conductors  of  the  whig  press:  Neither  bound  in 
“golden  shackles.”  nor  intimidated  by  the  “iron 
hand  of  despotism.” 

By  J.  Prentiss.  The  “observed  of  observers” — 
Daniel  Webster  and  Henry  Clay:  The  Roman  mo- 
ther could  not  be  more  proud  of  her  jewels. 

By  R.  S.  Elliott,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Intelligen- 
cer. The  whig  press  of  Washington  city : Its  valor 
and  ability  render  it  a worthy  sun,  around  which 
the  planets  of  the  states  may  revolve  with  equal 
honor  and  safety. 

By  N.  Poe.  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster, 
and  Daniel  Webster  and  Henry  Clay:  Fortemque 
Gyan,  fortemque  Cloanthum. 

By  G.  W.  Ela,  of  the  New  Hampshire  States- 
man. The  conductors  of  the  whig  press:  Let  their 
manly  independence  show  that,  claiming  no  excep- 
tion from  the  duties  of  citizens,  they  will  submit  to 
no  exclusion  from  a citizen’s  privilege. 

It  was  long  past  “the  witching  time  of  night, 
when  churchyards  yawn  and  graves  give  up  their 
dead,”  when  the  company  separated.  The  night 
was  far  too  short,  and  time  flew  apace.  Nothing 
occurred,  either  in  any  thing  done,  or  in  any  word 
spoken,  to  mar  the  festivities  of  the  evening.  The 
parting  sentiment  was  drank  between  one  and  two 
in  the  morning.  A hearty  good  night  and  good 
wishes  were  the  signal  for  separation.  The  ad- 
journment was  not  sine  die,  but  to  the  inauguration 
of  the  next  whig  president. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Washington  city,  February  22,  1841. 

To  Mr.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

Sir:  The  undersigned  democratic  members  of  the 
26th  congress,  in  common  with  other  of  their  fellow 
citizens,  your  political  friends,  anxious  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  testify  their  respect  for  you  before 
your  departure  from  Washington  city;  and,  for  that 
purpose,  invite  you  to  accept  a public  dinner  on 
such  day  as  may  suit  your  convenience  about  the 
time  of  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

Occupying  a position  to  have  been  close  observers 
of  your  conduct,  both  public  and  private — witnesses 
of  the  ability,  patriotism,  firmness  and  disinterest- 
edness with  which  you  have  pursued  the  straight 
path  of  the  public  good — approving  the  great  mea- 
sures and  principles  of  your  administration — ad 
miring  the  frankness  and  decorum  of  your  personal 
deportment  in  all  the  trying  scenes  through  which 
you  have  passed — and  entertaining  for  you  the  high- 
est degree  of  respect  and  esteem — the  undersigned 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  their  feelings  to  separate 
from  you  without  soliciting  an  opportunity  of  giving 
a public  and  formal  expression  to  the  sentiments  of 
respect,  confidence  and  approbation  with  which 
your  conduct  has  inspired  them. 

The  undersigned  know  full  well  that  it  has  not 
been  your  custom  to  accept  public  dinners,  or  pub- 
lic marks  of  respect  of  any  kind — that  your  aim  has 
been  to  discharge  the  duties,  and  to  avoid  the  honors 
of  your  exalted  station — and  that  nothing  could  be 
more  agreeable  to  your  own  feelings  than  to  leave 
the  high  office  which  you  have  filled,  with  the  same 
modest, noiseless  and  unambitious  steps  with  which 
you  entered  upon  and  passed  through  if.  The  un- 
dersigned know  this;  but  they  hope  that  you  may 
find,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  present  occasion, 
an  inducement  for  departing  from  a general  rule, 
and  that  your  friends  may  have  the  gratification 
which  they  have  asked,  of  meeting  you  at  a public 
dinner.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respect- 
fully, your  friends  and  fellow  citizens. 

W.  H.  Roane,  A.  Anderson,  Daniel  Sturgeon,  A. 
Mouton,  A.  H.  Sevier,  R.  M.  Young,  C.  C. 
Clay,  John  M.  Robinson,  Henry  Hubbard,  W. 
Allen,  Perry  Smith,  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  Benj. 
Tappan,  W.  S.  Fulton,  A.  Cuthbert,  Win.  R. 
King,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Wilson  Lumpkin, 
Lewis  F.  Linn,  Garret  D.  Wall,  Jas.  Buchanan, 
Silas  Wright,  jr.  Franklin  Pierce,  Rpuel  Wil- 
liams, Robert  C.  Nicholas,  John  Norvel,  An- 
drew Beirne,  John  W.  Davis,  Geo.  C.  Droorn- 


goole,  G.  W.  Hopkins,  Francis  E.  Rives,  J.  j 
W.  Jones,  G.  Sweeney,  Linn  Banks,  Lewis 
Steenrod,  G.  B.  Samuels,  Wm.  Lucas,  Walter 
Coles,  Jos.  Johnson,  H.  Swearingen,  Thomas 
Davee,  A.  Smith,  H.  J.  Anderson,  Virgil  D. 
Parris,  Nathan  Clifford,  J.  A.  Lovell,  John  B. 
Weller,  John  Jameson,  J.  W.  Blackwell,  An- 
drew W.  Doig,  A.  G.  Brown,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas, James  Carroll,  Gouv.  Kemble,  A.  Van- 
derpoel,  Edward  Rogers,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Judson  Allen,  S.  B.  Leonard, 
John  H.  Prentiss,  A.  C.  Hand,  T.  R.  Strong, 
Edmund  Burke,  Ira  A.  Eastman,  Jared  W. 
Williams  Tristram  Shaw,  C.  G.  Atherton,  J. 
D.  L.  Montanya,  Henry  W.  Connor,  James  J. 
McKay,  John  Miller,  George  M.  Keim,  Chas. 
McClure,  Geo.  McCulloch,  Samuel  W.  Mor- 
ris, R.  H.  Hammond,  Edw.  Cross,  (Arkansas), 
DavidD  Wagner,  Robert  Craig,  Sol.  Hillen,  jr. 
John  Davis,  of  Penn.  Isaac  Leet,  Peter  New- 
hard,  D.  A.  Starkweather,  John  Hastings,  Wm. 
Beatty,  J.  Smith,  Wm.  Doan,  A.  Duncan,  R. 
B.  Rtiett,  John  Reynolds,  Thomas  D.  Sumter, 
J.  A.  Bynum,  John  Galbraith,  Jos.  Kille,  R. 
Chapman,  of  Alabama,  Charles  Fisher,  John  K. 
Griffin,  W.  O.  Butler,  Hopkins  L.  Turney, 
Dixon  H.  Lewis,  John  T.  H.  Worthington, 

S.  H.  Butler,  J.  Thompson,  Isaac  E.  Crary, 
V/.  W.  Wick,  Thos.  Smith,  Jonathan  Taylor, 
Wm.  Parmenter,  H.  Williams,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
I.  Paynter,  D.  F.  Leadbetter,  Lynn  Boyd,  M. 

T.  Hawkins,  E.  J.  Black,  W.  Medill,  C.  John- 
son, A.  V.  Brown,  H.  M.  Watterson,  A.  Mc- 
Clellan, W.  R.  Cooper,  Nehemiah  H.  Earll,  Ph. 
Dickerson,  Isaac  Parrish,  Jos.  Fornante,  P.  D. 
Vroom,  John  Fine,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Charles 
Shepard,  Augustus  C.  Dodge,  Daniel  B.  Ryall, 
James  Rogers,  David  Hubbard,  John  Carr, 
Francis  Thomas,  John  Hill,  N.  C. 

Washington,  March  1st,  1S41. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter,  inviting  me  to  a public 
dinner  previous  to  my  departure  from  this  city,  as  a 
testimony  of  respect  from  the  democratic  members 
of  both  houses  of  congress,  and  others  of  their  fel- 
low citizens,  my  political  friends,  was  delivered  to 
me  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  for  me  to  express  to 
you  the  feeling  of  profound  gratitude  with  which  I 
receive  this  mark  of  your  continued  respect  and 
confidence.  Always  regarding  the  office  from  which 
I am  about  to  retire,  as  a trust  to  be  administered 
for  the  general  benefit  of  others,  I have  endeavored, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  associate  my  own  personal  in- 
terest in  its  possession  closely  and  inseparable  with 
what  I have  ever  believed,  and  still  believe,  to  be 
the  best  interests  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  to  discharge  the  highly  responsible  duties  com- 
mitted to  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  great  confede- 
ration in  conformity  with  the  opinion  and  principles 
of  those  who  honored  me  with  their  confidence. 

No  one,  gentlemen,  howeversagacious,  can  pene- 
trate the  future,  or  clearly  predict  the  prospective 
results  of  great  public  measures;  more  especially  is 
this  true  of  one  who  has  had  an  active  personal 
agency  in  their  maturity  and  adoption.  Making, 
however,  very  reasonable  allowance  for  this  conside- 
ration, I cannot  hesitate  to  avow  my  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  complete  success  and  salutary  conse- 
quences of  the  important  measures  I have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  recommend;  and  which  have  received  the 
sanction  of  congress. 

The  testimony  of  so  large  a portion  of  the  repre 
sentatives  of  the  undivided  democracy  of  the  United 
States,  conveyed  in  your  address,  added  to  the  warm 
support  of  a much  greater  number  of  independent 
suffrages  than  that  by  which  I was  elected,  leave 
me  without  apprehension  as  to  the  opinion  which 
has  been  formed  in  respect  to  my  official  conduct 
by  those  who  made  me  the  depository  of  their  confi- 
dence. 

These  objects  accomplished,  I retire  from  the 
high  and  honorable  station  bestowed  upon  me  by 
my  countrymen,  without  a single  personal  wish  un- 
satisfied. I find  myself,  gentlemen,  incapable  of 
doing  justice  to  the  feelings  awakened  by  the  elo- 
quent expressions  of  regard  and  confidence  with 
which  you  have  honored  me.  Let  it,  therefore,  suf- 
fice to  say  that  they  are  received  with  heartfelt  plea- 
sure, and  will  be  long  and  gratefully  remembered. 

You  have  done  justice  to  the  motives  by  which  1 
have  been  guided  in  heretofore  always  declining 
testimonials  similar  to  that  now  offered,  from  a 
source  which  calls  for  every  effort  of  self-denial,  and 
I coincide  fully  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sent occasion  is  one  in  which  a departure  from  a 
uniform  course  in  this  respect,  would  be  proper  and 
consistent.  If  1 were  to  consult  my  own  gratifica 
tion  alone,  I would  gladly  accept  your  invitation; 
but  when  I call  to  mind  that  the  period  to  which, 
from  considerations  of  official  propriety  I should  be 
obliged  to  defer  a compliance  with  your  request 


must  interfere  with  the  natural  desire  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives,  who  will  be  at 
liberty  to  return  to  their  borm-s,  I am  unwilling  to 
subject  them  to  a delay  which  they  have  generously 
overlooked  in  their  wish  to  do  me  honor.  You  will, 
therefore,  I hope,  indulge  me  in  respectfully  de- 
clining the  public  dinner  you  have  tendered. 

Yet,  although  we  may  not  meet  at  the  festive 
board,  I cannot  but  hope  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  oflered  me  this  new  assurance  of  confidence 
and  attachment  at  a moment  which  renders  it  pecu- 
liarly grateful  to  rny  feelings,  will,  before  I leave 
the  city,  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  take  them  by 
the  hand,  assure  them  of  my  hearty  good  wishes  for 
their  future  welfare,  and  bid  them  farewell. 

I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant,  M.  Van  Buren. 

To  the  hon.  Messrs.  Wm.  R.  King,  Thos.  H.  Benton, 
John  M.  Robinson,  Henry  Hubbard,  William  H. 
Roane,  A.  Anderson,  and  others,  Washington. 

Post  office  receipts  and  expenditures. 
On  the  last  night  of  the  late  session  a report  was 
laid  before  the  house  o(  representatives  from  the 
post  office  department,  showing  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1S40,  conti  asted  with 
the  estimates  under  each  head  of  account,  viz: 


[Nat.  Intelligencer. 
Estimates.  Expenditures. 


Compensation  to  P 

M’s  $1 

,091,000 

$1,028,928 

72 

Transportation 

3 

,529,000 

3,200,282 

06 

Steam,  ship  & way 

letters 

35,000 

35,410 

93 

Wrapping  paper 

25,000 

17,502 

52 

Office  furniture 

6,000 

6,256 

23 

Advertising 

38,000 

38,792 

24 

Mail  bags 

48,000 

43,916 

75 

Blanks 

34,009 

38,S57 

97 

Mail  locks,  keys  & 

stamps 

12,000 

11,157 

81 

Depredations  and 

special 

agents 

15,000 

19,872 

69 

Clerks  for  offices 

200,000 

214.789 

80 

Miscellaneous 

67,000 

49,629 

03 

$5,100,000  $4,705,396  75 
From  this  report  it  also  appears  that  the  amount 
received  for  postage  during  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1840  was  as  follows: 


Letters. 

Newspapers 
pamphlets , 

and 

Total. 

Maine, 

$90,866 

$21,381 

$112,247 

New  Hampshire, 

51,199 

9,953 

61,152 

Vermont, 

54,744 

11.913 

66,657 

Massachusetts, 

296.750 

40,954 

337,704 

Rhode  Island, 

37,504 

5,036 

42,540 

Connecticut, 

98,471 

16,215 

114, 6S6 

New  York, 

S93,199 

93,361 

986,560 

New'  Jersey, 

58,889 

8,375 

6 7,264 

Pennsylvania, 

432,920 

5S,1S0 

491,100 

Delaware, 

12,621 

2,335 

14,956 

Maryland, 

144,675 

15,549 

160,124 

District  of  Columbia,  39,426 

3,126 

42  552 

Virginia, 

196,943 

34,371 

231,314 

North  Carolina, 

69,103 

13,404 

82,507 

South  Carolina, 

112,045 

11,137 

123,182 

Georgia, 

153,151 

18,875 

172,026 

Florida, 

25.206 

2,434 

27,640 

Alabama, 

128,881 

13,338 

142,219 

Mississippi, 

86,463 

8.922 

95,385 

Louisiana, 

1 17,S69 

5,308 

123,169 

Arkansas, 

18,811 

2,551 

21,362 

Tennessee, 

97,372 

14,556 

111,928 

Kentucky, 

128,511 

16,654 

145,265 

Ohio, 

268,931 

48,525 

317,456 

Michigan, 

61,833 

10,294 

72,127 

Indiana, 

86,530 

15,334 

101.864 

Illinois, 

98,717 

15.877 

114,594 

Missouri, 

76,734 

9,964 

86,698 

Iowa, 

10,703 

1,121 

11,824 

Wiskonsin, 

12,800 

1,669 

14,469 

Canada, 

41,893 

4,503 

46,396 

$4,003,776 

$535,229  $4,539,005 

The  case  of 

McLeod. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  the 

attorney  general  of  the  United  Slates,  is  on  his  way 
to  Lockport,  to  attend  the  trial  of  McLeod.  Gen. 
Scott  accompanies  him,  but  with  no  distinct  object 
connected  with  the  public  service,  as  we  learn.  It 
has  been  debated  whether  McLeod  cannot  betaken 
out  of  the  custody  of  our  state  courts,  and  handed 
over  to  the  authorities  of  the  federal  government, 
now  the  question  has  assumed  a national  character. 
We  think  it  can  be  done;  but  there  are  many  who 
believe  that  no  interference  should  he  permitted 
with  the  operation  of  our  stale  laws,  and  who  have 
no  apprehension  of  violence  or  injustice  being  done 
to  McLeod — it  being  evident  that  the  only  witness 
ofhis  having  been  present  at  the  burning  of  the 
Caroline  is  himself;  and  he  is  known  to  be  a 
braggadocia,  and  without  character  for  truth  and 
veracity,  his  testimony  will  not  be  taken.  Me- 
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Leod  is  respectably  connected  in  New  York,  and 
studied  for  the  ministry,  but  was  expelled  from 
want  of  moral  character.  He  then  studied  medi- 
cine in  Philadelphia,  and  went  to  India  as  surgeon 
ofa  merchant  vessel;  and  finally  returned  to  Canada, 
his  native  country,  with  his  usual  Munchausen  vice 
in  full  operation,  and  has  got  into  this  scrape,  and 
nearly  got  our  country  into  a scrape  likewise.  We 
hope,  however,  that  the  whole  affair  may  have  an 
auspicious  termination,  and  it  will  have,  if  it  is  dis- 
creetly managed.  [TV.  Y.  Times. 

Thos.  Jefferson.  The  following  interesting 
correspondence  has  been  handed  to  us  for  publica- 
tion, copied  from  the  original  deposited  in  the  ar- 
chives of  gen.  Tobias  E.  Stansburj',  of  Baltimore 
county.  The  envelope  has  the  following  endorse- 
ment: [Baltimore  Republican. 

Th:  Jefferson  Pr.  U.  S. 

The  Honble 

The  President  of  the  Senate  and 
The  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  Representatives 
of  Maryland 
at  Annapolis 

Washington  Decern.  10th,  07 

Gentlemen 

I received  some  time  ago  from  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
taves  of  Maryland  and  Address  of  that  Legislature, 
to  which,  on  public  consideration,  it  was  thought 
advisable,  that  the  answer  should  be  deferred.  I 
now  ask  permission  to  convey  the  answer  to  the 
legislature  through  Jhe  same  channel,  and  to  ten- 
der you  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration  and 
respect.  TH:  JEFFERSON. 

The  Honb. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  and 

The  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  Representatives 

Willim  Thomas 

note  Prest  of  the  Senate  ! of 

Tobias  E Stansbury  (Maryland 

Speakerof  House  ofDelegatesJ 
To  the  Legislature  of  Maryland: 

I received  in  due  season  the  address  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland  bearing  date  the  third  day  of 
January  last,  in  which,  with  their  approbation  of 
the  general  course  of  my  administration,  they  were 
so  good  as  to  express  their  desire  that  I would  con- 
sent to  be  proposed  again  to  the  public  voice,  on  the 
expiration  of  my  present  term  of  office.  Entertain- 
ing, as  I do,  for  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  the 
sentiments  of  high  respect  which  would  have 
prompted  an  immediate  answer,  1 was  certain,  ne- 
vertheless, they  would  approve  a delay  which  had 
for  its  objects  to  avoid  a premature  agitation  of  the 
public  mind,  on  a subject  so  interesting  as  the  elec- 
tion ofa  chief  magistrate. 

That  I should  lay  down  my  charge  at  the  proper 
period  is  as  much  a duty  as  to  have  borne  it  faith- 
1 1 1 1 1 y . If  some  termination  to  the  services  of  the 
chief  magistrate  be  not  fixed  by  the  constitution,  or 
supplied  by  practice,  his  office,  nominally  foryears, 
will  in  fact,  become  for  life;  and  history  shows  how 
easily  that  degenerates  into inheritence.  Believing 
(hat  a representative  government,  responsible  at 
short  periods  of  election,  is  that  which  produces  the 
greatest  sum  of  happiness  to  mankind,  I feel  it  a 
duty  to  do  no  act  which  shall  eventually  impair  that 
principle;  and  I should  unwillingly  be  the  person 
who,  disregarding  the  sound  precedent  set  by  an 
illustrious  predecessor,  should  furnish  the  first  exam- 
ple of  prolongation  beyond  the  second  term  of  office. 

Truth  also  requires  me  to  add,  that  [ am  sensible 
of  that  decline  w hich  advanced  years  bring  on;  and, 
feeling  their  physical,  I ought  not  to  doubt  their 
mental  effect.  Happy  if  I am  the  first  to  perceive, 
and  to  obey  the  admonition  of  nature,  and  to  solicit 
a retreat  from  cares  too  great  for  the  wearied  facul- 
ties of  age. 

For  the  approbation  which  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland  has  been  pleased  to  express  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  measures  pursued  in  the  management  of' 
their  affairs,  I am  sincerely  thankful;  and  should  I 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  carry  into  retirement  the 
equal  approbation  and  good  will  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens generally,  it  will  be  the  comfort  of  my  future 
days,  and  will  close  a service  of  forty  years  with 
the  only  reward  it  ever  wished. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Dec.  10th,  1S07. 

army. 

Col  Harney.  The  Charleston  Mercury  says: — 
“We  have  great  pleasure  in  being  assured  by  a dis- 
tinguished officer  just  from  Florida,  that  the  report 
ol  col.  Harney’s  arrest  is  utterly  untrue. 

On  the  contrary,  col.  Harney’s  conduct  has  re- 
ceived the  marked  approbation  of  the  war  depart- 
ment; and  has  been  highly  commended  by  general 
Armistead  himself  in  general  orders  read  at  the  head 
of  the  troops.” 


navy. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Saturday,  says: — 
“We  learn  that  orders  have  been  received  at  our 
navy  yard,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  completion 
of  the  present  frigate  on  the  stocks,  and  also  im- 
mediately to  lay  the  keel  of  another.  This  is  right. 
The  government  cannot  be  too  prompt  or  active  in 
the  work  of  proper  defence.” 

Commodore  Renshaw  has  been  re-ordered  to  the 
command  of  the  naval  station  at  Brooklyn.  Purser 
Ramsay'  has  been  ordered  to  the  sloop  of- war  Fair- 
field. 

The  broad  pennant  of  commodore  Shubrick  was 
yesterday  transferred  from  the  Delaware  to  the  U. 
S.  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  capt.  Skinner. 

[Norfolk  Beacon  March  10. 

It  is  said  that  the  command  of  the  sloop-of war 
Fairfield  is  to  be  given  to  commander  McIntosh, 
and  that  her  destination  will  be  the  coast  of  Africa. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

David  Bronson,  esq.  of  Anson,  has  been  norni 
nated  by  the  vvhigs  of  the  Kennebec  and  Somerset 
congressional  district,  for  election  to  the  U.  Slates 
house  of  representatives,  in  the  place  of  the  hon. 
George  Kvans,  transferred  to  the  senate. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Governor  Davis  and  lieutenant  governor  Hull 
have  been  nominated  for  re-election  by  the  whig 
members  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  and  have 
consented  to  be  candidates.  The  nominations  Were 
unanimous. 

Wheat  bounty.  The  secretary  of  state  has  pub- 
lished an  abstract,  showing  the  amount  of  bounty 
allowed  for  the  raising  of  wheat  in  this  state.  By 
this  it  appears  that  the  total  number  of  applicants, 
for  the  years  1S38  and  1840,  is  7,184— the  number 
of  bushels  raised  190,869.  By  an  act  passed  March 
2,  1838,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  was  to  be  allowed 
to  every  person  who  should  raise  filteen  bushels, 
and  five  cents  for  every  additional  bushel.  The 
amount  allowed  for  the  past  two  years  is  $18,477. 
In  addition  to  this,  claims  on  the  raising  ol  12,275 
bushels  remain  unaudited.  [Philad.  Inq. 

Western  rail  road.  The  house  of  representatives 
on  Monday,  by  a vote  of  19  to  8,  passed  the  bill  in 
aid  of  the  western  rail  road.  It  grants  $700,000 
in  state  scrip  as  a further  aid  to  the  road,  provided 
the  stockholders  pay  in  $600,000,  or  twenty  dollars 
upon  each  share  now  selling  in  the  market  at  $18 
for  $100  paid,  and  also  give  the  state  full  control 
of  the  road  and  the  opeialions  thereon  by  allowing 
five  state  directors,  instead  of  four  as  at  present. 

Fast  day.  Governor  Davis,  has  appointed  Thurs- 
day, the  8th  day  of  April,  as  a day  of  fasting,  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  in  tfiat  commonwealth. 

Message  from  gov.  Davis. 

To  Hie  president  of  the  senate:  Sir:  I have  trans- 

mitted to  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the  con- 
sideration and  use  of  both  houses,  a copy  of  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut, 
“requesting  the  senators  and  representatives  ofthal 
state  in  congress,  to  resist  by  all  constitutional 
means,  every  attempt  to  destroy  or  impair  the  pro-, 
tective  policy  of  our  government,  and  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  such  laws  as 
will  effectually  protect  the  labors  of  this  country 
from  the  policy  and  legislation  of  foreign  govern- 
ments:” and  also  certain  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Alabama,  upon  the  same  subject. 

This  is  unquestionably  a topic  of  great  interest, 
and  deserves  the  most  careful  and  deliberate  consi- 
deration. If,  however,  it  is  examined  with  the 
candor  and  patriotism  its  importance  merits,  it  will 
be  found  that  a wider  difference  of  opinion  has  ex- 
isted than  either  facts  or  experience  will  justify. 
The  controversy  when  disconnected  from  the  com- 
plex and  imposing  circumstances  which  surround 
it,  may  be  readily  understood. 

The  question  is  generally  debated  and  argued  as 
if  it  were  a matter  regarding  only  the  price  of 
goods,  while  this  is  obviously  but  a subordinate 
element  of  the  controversy.  Revenue  must  be 
raised,  all  admit,  but  there  is  a difference  of  opi- 
nion as  to  the  amount  and  manner  of  raising  it; 
because  if  assessed  in  the  form  of  duties  upon  fo- 
reign merchandise,  it  is  believed  to  have  a serious 
influence  on  domestic  industry.  Many  of  the 
growers  of  cotton  contend  for  the  least  amount  that 
will  subserve  the  most  urgent  and  indispensable 
necessities  of  the  government, — and  the  leading 
object  appears  to  be  to  prevent  burdening,  or  im- 
peding importations.  This  policy,  if  carried  out 
would  distribute  this  amount  so  as  to  give  the  least 
possible  aid  to  manufacturing  and  mechanical  labor, 
because  favoring  rival  domestic  productions  is  be- 
lieved to  diminish  importations. 

The  basis  of  this  policy  is  to  encourage  importa- 
tions because  a greater  demand  is  supposed  to  be 


thereby  created  for  cotton,  and  the  growth  to  be 
stimulated.  It  thus  obviously  terminates  in  the 
encouragement  of  a domestic  business,  and  resolves 
itself  into  the  same  principle  which  influences  all 
the  producing  classes  who  desire  aid  from  the  re- 
gulation of  foreign  trade.  In  pursuit  of  this  ob- 
ject, many  of  the  growers  of  cotton  represent,  that 
they  are  the  great  emporting  interest,  and  for  that 
reason,  insist  as  a right  upon  a policy  that  shall 
promote  their  prosperity.  It  is  not,  however,  the 
exporting,  but  the  importing  trade  that  they  would 
regulate  for  this  purpose.  In  this,  they  have  no 
greater,  or  more  immediate  interest,  than  all  the 
country — for  all  the  country  are  consumers,  and  the 
burden  of  duties  (as  far  as  there  is  any)  fall  upon 
the  consumers:  indeed,  if  there  were  no  consum- 
ers of  foreign  merchandise  but  the  growers  of  cot- 
ton, it  is  manifest  the  demand  for  it  would  be  very 
limited,  and  consequently  the  homeward  trade  com- 
paratively small.  It  is  difficult  therefore  to  per- 
ceive the  justice  of  such  a claim,  or  to  discover 
any  grounds  upon  which  it  can  rest  for  special  fa- 
vor, or  any  reason  why  the  production  of  cotton 
should  be  more  considered  in  regulating  foreign 
trade,  than  any  other  great  interest. 

If  we  assume  the  position  that  the  more  goods 
vve  import,  the  more  cotton  we  shall  export,  and 
therefore  we  ought  by  all  possible  means  to  en- 
courage importations,  to  what  a condition  would 
such  a policy  bring  us,  if  carried  out?  We  should 
either  derive  most  of  our  supplies,  which  are  not 
produced  by  cultivating  the  soil,  from  foreign  work- 
shops, or  should  be  compelled  to  work  at  the  rate 
of  wages  which  prevails  in  old  and  over-populous 
countries.  This  is  the  inevitable  result,  for  the 
planter  of  cotton  finds  a certain  market  abroad  for 
iris  staple,  while  other  agriculturalists  do  not,  and 
the  assumption  that  the  demand  for  cotton  will  in- 
crease as  importations  increase,  is  founded  on  the 
supposition  that  other  produce  will  find  little  de- 
mand in  the  regions  from  which  imports  are  chiefly 
derived,  and  therefore  the  cotton  trade  will  reap  the 
principal  advantage.  This  view  of  public  policy 
embraces  but  one  interest,  and  looks  only  to  the  en- 
couragement of  that  branch  of  American  business. 
The  other  great  branches  of  agricultural  industry, 
having  no  markets  abroad  capable  of  taking  up  the 
surplus  of  their  productions,  are  forced  upon  the 
necessity  of  creating  them  at  home,  by  diverting 
labor  into  other  pursuits,  and  thus  creating  mutual 
wants  to  be  supplied  by  diversity  of  occupation. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  a policy,  which  is, 
to  some  extent,  the  opposite  of  that  of  the  cotton 
grower  has  been  deemed  wise  and  expedient.  The 
object  has  been  to  encourage  the  domestic  produc- 
tion of  certain  articles,  instead  of  importations;  or 
rather  to  encourage  our  own  laborers,  instead  of 
resorting  to  the  shops  and  manufactures  of  foreign 
countries.  While  this  policy  like  that  of  the  cotton 
grower,  has  for  its  end  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic industry — like  that  also,  it  seeks  stability 
by  the  regulation  of  foreign  trade.  But  instead  of 
aiming  at  the  direct  increase  of  importations,  it 
seeks  aid  from  a discrimination  in  the  assessment 
of  duties  upon  imports,  which  shall  enable  the  ma- 
nufacturer and  mechanic,  under  the  protection  thus 
afforded,  to  bring  the  produce  of  their  labor  into  the 
market  on  favorable  terms,  against  imported  articles 
of  the  same  description.  It  thus  appears  that  both 
parties  seek  the  enlargement  of  domestic  produc- 
tion, through  the  regulation  of  foreign  trade;  but  the 
general  policy  of  the  one  necessarily  tends  to  de- 
press the  agriculturalists  who  are  not  connected 
with  cotton,  by  discouraging  manufactures  and  the 
mechanic  trades;  while  that  of  the  other  tends  to 
strengthen  and  invigorate  the  diversified  pursuits  of 
labor. 

The  question  here  arises,  are  these  great  interests 
irreconcileable,  and  must  the  one  or  the  other  po- 
licy be  pursued,  regardless  of  all  other  considera- 
tions? I have  neither  time,  nor  is  this  a fit  occa- 
sion, to  discuss  this  question;  though  I may  be  per- 
mitted to  remark,  that  the  fortunes  of  the  country 
do  not  appear  to  rest  upon  any  such  alternative.  If 
the  policy  which  is  opposed  to  diversity  of  employ- 
ment, could  be  carried  out  in  its  fullest  extent,  it 
would  end  in  paralyzing  and  impoverishing  the 
country,  involving  those  who  advocate  it  in  the 
common  calamity.  If  their  exports  depend  upon 
the  amount  of  imports,  these  must  in  turn  depend 
upon  the  ability  of  the  population  to  consume,  and 
the  imports  cannot  exceed  that  ability.  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  importing  policy  have,  therefore,  a 
great  interest  in  sustaining  the  common  prosperity 
of  the  whole  country,  as  that  alone  is  capable  of 
sustaining  their  policy.  Labor,  as  now  divided, 
acts  upon,  and  restrains,  to  some  extent,  a portion 
only  of  the  articles  imported;  but  still  diversity  of 
employment  is  the  vital  principle  of  our  ability  to 
become  the  consumers  of  foreign  products,  as  well 
as  of  raw  cotton. 
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Whatever  may  be  the  objects  of  such  a change  in 
policy,  there  can  be  no  misapprehension  about  the 
effect,  for  it  must  operate  unfavorably  to  a division 
of  labor,  by  discouraging  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanical pursuits;  and  I am  not  able  to  perceive 
any  thing  which  can  recommend  such  a change, 
unless  it  be  desirable  to  substitute  foreign  for  do- 
mestic productions.  There  may  be  those  who  be- 
lieve the  aggregate  of  importations  will  be  increas- 
ed by  diminishing  domestic  productions;  but  even 
this  may  be  well  doubted,  for  we  must  consider 
whether  it  will  not  be  as  likely  to  impair  the  ge- 
neral ability  to  consume,  as  to  increase  importa- 
tions. 

Have  we  then  reached  a point  when  expediency 
or  public  policy  requires  us  to  put  at  hazard  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  by  adopting  a change 
of  policy  which  promises  nothing  but  evil?  There 
would  seem  to  be  but  one  possible  contingency  in 
which  the  growers  of  cotton  can  reap  advantage 
from  it,  and  that  is  by  increasing  importations.  But 
they,  as  well  as  others,  must  perceive  that  this  re- 
sult can  be  attained  only  at  the  expense  of  domes- 
tic labor,  by  diminishing  domestic,  production  — 
There  is  little  probability  that  any  advantage  will 
accrue  in  this  manner;  or  that  there  will  be  any 
equivalent  to  any  interest  for  the  sacrifice.  The 
change  can  bring  nothing  with  it  to  recommend  it 
to  us,  and  while  it  may  be  less  injurious  to  others, 
jt  will  probably  bring  no  positive  good  to  any. 
The  revenue  must  be  raised;  and  it  is  difficult  to 
comprehend  how  any  well  founded  objection  can 
exist  to  a discrimination  in  the  assessment  so  as  to 
favor  the  great  laboring  classes;  unless  it  is  desira- 
ble to  check  their  prosperity  by  diminishing  their 
business.  The  amount  raised  by  either  process  is 
the  same;  but  if  one  method  is  beneficial,  and  the 
other  injurious,  we  ought  to  find  no  difficulty  in 
choosing  between  them. 

This  is  a matter  for  grave  consideration,  and 
ought  to  be  approached  with  candor  and  a concilia- 
tory temper  on  all  sides;  and  may  we  not  feel  a 
strong  assurance  that  if  it  is  so  examined,  it  will 
not  be  passed  upon  the  country.  It  is  worth  while 
to  inquire  whether,  if  it  should  eventually  become 
the  law  of  the  land,  it  will  not  put  at  hazard  our 
best  interests,  and  excite  an  unprofitable  agitation 
of  the  public  mind.  It  is  manifest,  that  in  assess- 
ing the  revenue,  all  the  great  interest  should  be 
considered,  embraced  and  harmonized  in  the  policy. 
This  may  be  accomplished  by  a just  discrimination, 
favoring  all  the  great  interests  that  are  promoted  by 
a division  of  labor,  and  without  raising  unnecessary 
revenue  or  resorting  to  high  duties.  This  course 
is  so  free  from  well  founded  objections,  and  is  so 
obviously  the  only  one  that  will  be  likely  to  harmo- 
nize public  opinion,  and  give  tranquillity  to  the 
public  mind,  that  I trust  it  will  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  adjust  this 
question.  The  only  question  at  issue  is  a choice 
between  a fair  and  just  discrimination  and  a hori- 
zontal level  of  duties  by  which  the  same  amount  is 
imposed  on  all  articles,  and  the  reasons  in  favor  of 
the  orinciple  of  discrimination  seems  to  be  decisive. 

John  Davis, 

Council  chamber,  Feb.  27th,  1841. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Election.  From  the  returns  that  have  come  in  of 
the  election  held  in  that  state  on  Tuesday  last,  it  is 
pretty  evident  that  the  entire  democratic  ticket  for 
congress  and  state  officers  has  been  elected  by  a 
majority  equal  to  that  of  the  November  election. 

NEW  YORE. 

Free  banks.  A panic  exists  in  this  state  respect- 
ing the  free  banks.  We  find  the  following  article 
on  the  subject  in  the  Albany  Argus: 

"Red  Back”  associations.  The  panic  in  relation 
to  “red  back”  notes  which  has  pervaded  the  public 
mind  for  several  days,  may  be  said  to  have  reached 
a crisis  yesterday.  Down  to  Monday  inclusive,  13 
of  these’institutions  had  stopped  payment,  viz: 
Millers’  bank  of  Clyde. 

Farmers’  bank  of  Seneca  county. 

Tonawanda  bank. 

N.  Y.  city  trust  and  banking  co.  (fraud) 
Tenth  Ward  bank,  N.  Y. 

Chelsea  bank,  “ 

Staten  Island  bank,  “ 

Washington  bank,  "■ 

Erie  County  bank,  Buffalo. 

Union  bank,  “ 

Bank  of  Western  N.  Y.  Rochester. 

Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank,  Batavia. 
Binghamton  bank. 

On  Wednesday,  the  following  were  thrown  out 
by  the  agents  in  this  city,  viz: 

Bank  of  America,  Buffalo. 

Merchants’  Exchange,  “ 

And  finally  yesterday,  the  explosion  become  ge- 
neral and  the  agents  threw  out  the  following: 


Mechanics’ bank  of  Buffalo. 

United  States  “ 

Phenix  bank  “ 

Bank  Commerce  “ 

Bank  of'Broekport. 

Cattaraugus  County  bank. 

Bank  of  Lodi. 

St.  Lawrence  bank. 

The  two  latter  banks,  it  is  supposed,  will  furnish 
their  agents  with  funds  to  go  on  and  keep  up  their  re- 
demptions in  a short  time;  the  officers  and  some  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  St.  Lawrence  bank  particu- 
larly, being  among  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  St. 
Lawrence  county. 

The  Commercial  bank  of  Oswego,  (safety  fund), 
we  understand,  has  been  redeemed  in  small  amounts; 
but  such  amounts  as  were  sent  in  by  banks  to  the 
agency,  were  refused. 

The  panic  has  burst  so  suddenly  upon  the  agen- 
cies of  the  associations,  that  the  funds  placed  with 
them  were  exhausted  before  they  could  arrange  to 
meet  such  an  extraordinary  demand. 

By  a singular,  if  notan  inadmissible  construction 
of  the  law,  by  the  late  comptroller,  (Mr.  Cooke), 
preference  has  been  given  in  the  redemptions  from 
the  deposite  in  his  hands  to  those  who  were  the  first 
to  appear  with  their  protests. 

Yesterday,  a bill  was  passed  through  both  branch- 
es of  the  legislature,  and  waits  only  the  signature 
of  the  governor  to  become  a law,  providing  that 
the -circulating  notes  be  paid  pro  rata 

The  comptroller  has  put  forth  an  officical  docu- 
ment in  reference  to  these  banks,  which  has  tbe 
effect  of  placing  more  confidence  in  them.  The 
report  gives  the  circulation  and  securities  of  each 
of  the  banks.  In  no  case  does  the  circulation  at  all 
approach  the  amountgiven  in  security,  and  although 
the  stocks  which  form  the  main  pledge  of  redemp- 
tion are  much  depreciated,  there  is  no  good  reason 
to  doubt  the  ability  of  the  banks  to  meet  their  lia- 
bilities. Many  of  the  securities  are  in  bond  and 
mortgages — the  amount  varying  from  $14,000  to 
nearly  $100,000  for  each  bank. 

The  Heidelberg,  or patroon  war,  which  created  so 
much  fuss  fifteen  months  since,  is  to  be  renewed,  it 
seems.  The  young  patroon  has  recovered  judg- 
ment against  his  tenants  for  rent  justly  due  him. 
Executions  have  been  levied,  but  an  open  resistance 
is  threatened  by  the  Heidelbergers,  and  the  sheriff's 
as  yet  stand  in  awe  of  the  “squatters.”  The  affair 
threatens  to  become  a serious  one,  and  if  much 
blood  is  not  shed,  much  ink  assuredly  will  be. 

Statistics.  In  compliance  with  a resolution  of 
the  assembly,  the  clerk  of  that  body  submitted  to 
the  house  a detailed  statement  of  the  returns  of  the 
census  of  the  state,  as  obtained  from  the  marshals 
of  the  northern  and  southern  districts.  The  same 
has  been  printed,  by  order  of  the  house,  and  makes 
a pamphlet  of  SO  pages,  large  8vo.  Some  of  the 
footings  are  annexed.  “It  is  proper  to  say,”  re- 
marks the  clerk  in  an  accompanying  note,  “that 
these  aggregates  are  taken  from  the  footings  of  the 
deputy  and  assistant  marshals  who  were  employed 
to  take  the  census,  and  may  not  in  all  cases  be  en- 
tirely correct.  These  footings  are  now  undergoing 
a careful  revision  in  the  department  of  state  at. 
Washington,  which  possibly  may  vary  the  results 
in  some  instances;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  errors 


will  be  few  2nd  of  but  trifling  importance 
Number  of. free  white  persons. 
Under  five  years  of  age  Males 

Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 

Females  226 
Males  158. 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 
Males 
Females 

Ope  hundred  and  upwards  Males 

“ Females 

Number  of  free  colored  persons. 
Under  ten  years  Males 

“ “ Females 

Ten  and  under  twenty-four  Males 
females 


Five  and  under  ten 

(C  4 G 

Ten  and  under  fifteen 
Fifteen  and  under  twenty 

4 4 44 

Tu;enty  and  under  thirty 
Thirty  and  under  forty 
Forty  and  under  fifty 

<C  44 

Fifty  and  under  sixty 
Sixty  and  under  seventy 
Seventy  and  under  eighty 

««  44 

Eighty  and  under  ninety 
Ninety  and  under  100 


157. 
180 

158, 
154. 
139 
135 
130 
137 
230 


143 

97 

89 

55. 

53 

30. 

30. 

14 

14 

3. 


553 

,689 

,059 

,495 

,653 

,144 

461 

,446 

,836 

,650 

251 

,809 

,496 

,95S 

102 

,526 

,887 

173 

,639 

292 

961 

,165 

378 

517 

47 

25 

990 

150 

363 

908 


Males 

5,689 

Females 

6.803 

Males 

4,218 

Females 

4,427 

Males 

1.463 

Females 

1,S92 

Males 

16 

Females 

43 

state 

2,429,476 

Twenty-four  and  under  36 

44  (4 

Thirty-six  and  under  55 

4.4  4 4 

FiTty-five  and  under  100 

44  44 

One  hundred  and  upwards 


Number  of  persons  employed  in 

Mining 
Agriculture 
Commerce 

Manufactures  and  trades 
Navigation  of  the  ocean 
Navigation  of  canals,  lakes  and  rivers 
Learned  professions  and  engineers 
Revolutionary  pensioners 
Number  of  deaf  and  dumb,  blind  and  insane. 
Deaf  and  dumb,  of  all  ages  white  995 

“ “ “ colored 

Blind  white 

“ colored 

Insane  and  idiots,  at  public  charge,  white 
“ “ “ colored 

“ “ private  charge,  white  1,470 

“ “ “ colored  107 

Schools,  4‘c. 

Universities  or  colleges 
Number  of  students 
Academies  and  grammar  schools 
Number  of  scholars 
Primary  and  common  schools 
Number  of  scholars 
Number  of  scholars  at  public  charge 


1,830 

456,475 

28,595 

102,576 

6,560 

10,061 

14,231 

4,029 


62 

891 

81 

702 

48 


12 

985 

501 

34,653 

10,871 

501,156 

26,266 


Number  of  white  persons  over  20  years 

of  age  who  cannot  read  and  write  43,715 
Schedule  of  mines,  agriculture,  commerce,  manufac- 
tures, §c. — Mines. 


Number  of  furnaces 

190 

Tons  ot  cast  iron  produced 

82,654 

Number  of  bloomeries,  forges  and  rolling  mills  1 16 

Tons  of  bar  iron  produced 

58,275 

Tons  of  fuel  consumed 

366,249 

Number  of  men  employed 

3,378 

Capital  invested 

$2,113,818 

Number  of  smelting  houses,  for  lead 

9 

Pounds  of  lead  produced 

570,050 

Number  ofmen  employed 

333 

Capital  invested 

$131,000 

Value  of  other  metals  produced 

$84,514 

Number  of  bushels  of  domestic  salt 

2.867, SS4 

Number  of  men  employed 

332 

Capital  invested 

$5,601,000 

Value  of  granite  marble  and  other  stone 

produced 

$1,679,015 

Number  of  men  employed 

3,715 

Capital  invested 

,/lgncultvre. 

$1,494,005 

Number  of  horses  a-nd  mules 

476,115 

neat  cattle 

2,202,438 

sheep 

5,381,225 

swine 

1,916,953 

Poultry,  estimated  value 

.$2,273,029 

Number  bushels  of  wheat 

11,S53,507 

barley 

2,498,170 

oats 

20.71S, 738 

rye 

2,984,913 

buckwheat 

2,244,438 

Indian  corn 

11,085,142 

potatoes 

30,000,508 

Pounds  of  wool 

14,073,134 

hops 

362,762 

wax 

184,021 

tobacco  gathered 

6.567 

silk  cocoons 

2,103 

sugar  made 

10,093,991 

Tons  of  hay 

3,160,916 

Cords  of  wood  sold 

1,085,048 

Value  of  products  of  the  dairy 

$10,497,032 

oflhe  orchard 

$1,732,357 

home  made  goods 

$16,535,075 

market  gardens 

$462,308 

nurseries  and  florists  $76,550 

Gallons  of  wine  made 

14,710 

Commerce. 

Number  of  commercial  houses  in  foreign  trade  459 
commission  houses  1,049 

Capital  invested  $48,808,401 

Retail  dry  goods,  groceries  and  other  stores  12.063 
Capital  invested  $41,481,551 

Lumber  yards  and  trade  707 

Capital  invested  $2,495,077 

Number  of  mem  employed  9,329 

in  internal  transportation  7,421 
butchers,  packers,  &c.  804 

banels  pickled  fish  22,214 

gallons  spermaceti  oil  400,251 

whale  and  olherfish  oil  1,269,341 
Value  of  whalebone,  &c.  $344,665 

Number  ofmen  employed  1,223 
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Value  oflumber  produced  : 

Barrels  tar,  pitch,  turpentine  and  rosin 
Tons  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
Skins  and  furs,  value  produced 
Ginseng  and  other  productions  of  the  fo- 
rest, value 

Manufactures. 

Value  of  machinery  manufactured 
Number  of  men  employed 
Value  of  hardware,  cutlery,  &c.  manu- 
factured 

Number  of  men  employed 
cannon  cast 
small  arms  made 
men  employed 

Precious  metals,  value  manufactured 
Various  metals 
Granite,  marble,  &c. 

Bricks  and  lime 
Number  of  fulling  mills 

woollen  manufactures 
Value  of  goods  manufactured 
Number  of  persons  employed 
Capital  invested 

Number  of  cotton  manufactories 
spindles 

Dyeing  and  printing  establishments 
Value  of  manufactured  articles 
Number  of  persons  employed 
Capital  invested 
Number  of  pounds  of  silk  made 
Value  of  same 

Value  of  manufactures  of  flax 
mixed  manufactures 
manufactured  tobacco 
hats  and  caps  manufactured 
straw  bonnets 
Number  of  tanneries 
Sides  of  sole  leather  tanned 

of  upper  leather  tanned 
Number  of  men  employed 
Capital  invested 

All  other  manufactories  of  leather,  sad- 
dleries, See. 

Value  of  manufactured  articles 
Capital  invested 
Number  of  lbs.  of  soap 

tallow  candles 
sperm  and  wax  candles 
Number  of  men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Number  of  distilleries 

gallons  produced 
breweries 
gallons  produced 
Capital  invested 
Powder  mills 
Powder  made,  lbs. 

Men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Drugs,  paints,  dyes,  &c.  value 
Turpentine  and  varnish,  value 
Men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Glass  houses 

Glass  cutting  establishments 
Men  employed 

Value  of  manufactured  articles  includ- 
ing looking  glasses 
Capital  invested 
Potteries 

Value  of  manufactured  articles 
Men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Sugar  refineries 
Value  of  produce 
Value  of  chocolate  manufactured 
Value  of  confectionary  made 
Men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Paper  manufactories. 

Value  of  produce 

V alue  ol  all  other  manufacture  of  paper, 
playing  cards,  &c. 

Men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Printing  offices 
Binderies 
Daily  newspapers 
Weekly  do. 

Semi  and  tri-weekly  do. 

Periodicals 
Men  employed 
Capital  invested 
Rope  walks 
Value  of  produce 
Men  employed 
Capital  invested 

Musical  instruments  produced,  value 
Men  employed 


(3,765,173 
25.924 
6.504 
$15,734 

$141,026 

$2,794,569 

3,408 

$1,803,638 

968 

112 

8.051 

201 

$1,002,903 

2,614,092 

837,170 

1,213,326 

893 

328 

$3,417,224 

4,664 

$3,546,499 

115 

253,649 

12 

$3,561,437 

7,436 

$4,834,882. 

377 

$2,415 

$46,429 

$1,496,347 

$831,571 

$2,919,741 

$156,598 

1,212 

1,231,833 

949,830 

5,811 

$3,892,598 

7,993 

$6,286,685 

$2,477,874 

10,700,974 

4,000,283 

353.000 
491 

$619,275 
206 
2,710,1  10 
86 

6,471,122 

$3,214,776 

9 

585.000 

41 

$31,500 

$893,791 

$131,467 

675 

$1,294,735 

12 

9 

417 

$367,870 

$181,301 

47 

$132,990 

192 

$68,352 

7 

$385,000 

$5,007 

$386,140 

416 

$474,556 

77 

$693,821 


$S9,637 

740 

$687,759 

322 

104 

166,614 

146,914 

41,005 

12,588 

3,210 

$1,882,540 

45 

$361,010 

597 

$242,180 

$324,130 

438 


Capital  invested  $408,775 

Carriages  manufactured,  value  $2,464,511 

Men  employed  4,790 

Capital  invested  $1,527,413 

Flouring  mills  334 

Bbls.  flour  manufaclured  2,697,314 

Grist  mills  1,764 

Saw  mills  6,430 

Other  mills  79 

Value  of  manufactures  $18,088,182 

Men  employed  10,7.97 

Capital  invested  $14,247,914 

Ships  and  vessels  built,  value  $797,317 

Furniture,  value  $1,161,050 

Men  employed  3,675 

Capital  invested  $1,615,700 

Brick  and  stone  houses  built  1,269 

Wooden  do.  5,221 

Men  employed  16,720 

Value  of  buildings  constructed  $7,704,634 

All  other  manufactures  not  enumerated  $8,364,882 
Capital  invested  $5,825,336 

Tolal  capital  invested  in  manufactures  $52,069,856 
Common  schools.  By  the  late  report  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  common  schools  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  it  appears  that  there  are  10,760  school  dis- 
tricts in  that  commonwealth.  This  number  shows 
an  increase  of  sixty-three  since  the  report  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  number  of  children  in  the 
state  over  five  and  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  ex- 
clusive of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  592,584  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1339.  The  number  of  children 
instructed  in  the  common  schools  during  the  year 
was  572,995. 

The  superintendent  remarks:  “It  is  a subject  of 
congratulation  that  so  many  children  of  the  repub- 
lic have  had  the  school  room  opened  to  them;  and 
although  it  may  not  have  afforded  the  high  degree 
of  instruction  which  may  be  desirable,  yet  much  is 
gained  by  giving  the  opportunity  of  learning  some- 
thing. They  have  acquired  the  elements;  the  good 
seed  is  sown;  and  matured  by  genial  institutions,  it 
will  germinate  and  grow  and  expand,  even  by  its 
own  force.  What  is  thus  obtained  can  never  be 
lost;  and  it  furnishes  the  foundation  for  advance- 
ment and  progress  by  the  gradually  improving 
standard  of  education.” 

The  productive  capital  of  the  common  school  fund 
in  the  state  of  New  Yoik  amounts  to  $2,033,807. 
It  has  also  the  revenue  arising  from  upwards  of 
three  millions  and  a half  of  the  surplus  revenue  of 
the  United  States  deposited  in  the  state  treasury  in 
1837.  The  school  fund  thus  far  has  the  benefit  of 
the  revenue  yielded  by  a capital  of  more  than  five 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars.  The  average  pay  of 
teachers  in  the  common  schools  is  $18  per  month. 
The  schools  are  kept  open,  on  an  average,  eight 
months  in  the  year. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  by  the  superintendent 
that  it  is  not  best  to  have  the  schools  entirely  free. 
By  leaving  a small  portion  of  the  expense  to  be 
paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  district,  greater  at- 
tention is  secured  to  the  good  management  of  the 
schools.  The  amount  raised  by  supervisee  in  the 
districts  during  the  year  1830  was  $244,747. 

[ Balt . Amer. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  12th 
instant. 

A state  tax  of  $30,000  is  deemed  necessary  for 
this  year,  and  was  laid.  The  state  prison  is  so 
much  ahead  of  its  available  means,  as  to  require,  in 
the  estimation  of  the  keeper  and  inspectors,  a cash 
advance  of  5,000  dollars,  to  keep  it  in  successful 
motion.  The  manufactures  will  not  sell. 

The  People’s  bank  at  Paterson,  has  been  re-char- 
tered. 

The  bill  of  Mr.  Sutphen,  to  impose  further  re- 
strictions on  the  banks  oT  the  state,  and  to  punish 
the  suspended  banks,  has  failed  by  a close  vote. 

We  understand  that  George  P.  Mollesop.’;  esq.  of 
New  Brunswick,  was  yesterday  elected-  attorney 
general  of  the  state,  vice  Field,  resigned,  and  Da- 
niel Elmer,  of  Cumberland,  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  vice  Dayton,  resigned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Education.  There  were  282,410  pupils  in  the 
different  literary  institutions  of  Pennsylvania  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Of  this  number,  1,S39  pupils 
are  in  colleges  and  universities;  1,430  in  female 
seminaries;  2,465  in  academies;  21,96S  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Philadelphia,  and  254,908  in  the  com- 
mon schools  throughout  the  state. 

One  term.  The  joint  resolution  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  governor  shall  serve  but  one  term  in  a period 
of  nine  years,  passed  a third  reading  in  the  senate  of 
the  state,  on  Monday,  by  a vote  of  19  to  9. 

The  hon.  John  Banks , of  Reading,  has  been 
unanimously  nominated  as  the  whig  candidate  for 


governor  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  state  conv'puliou 
which  met  at  Harrisburg  on  the  10th  inst. 

MARYLAND. 

Extra  session.  Proclamation  of  gov.  Grason, 
calling  an  extra  session: 

Whereas,  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates  have 
declared,  by  their  joint  resolution  of  the  fifth  inst. 
that  the  time  to  which  their  session  was  then  limit- 
ed, was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  “to  transact 
the  impoitant  business  entrusted  to  their  charge,” 
and  have  requested  me  to  convene  them  “at  the 
earliest  convenient  day  after  the  15th  of  April 
next:” 

And  whereas,  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates 
have  the  best  means  of  forming  a correct  judgment 
in  relation  to  the  importance  of  the  business  under 
their  consideration,  and  to  the  necessity  of  having 
further  time  to  act  upon  it: 

And  whereas,  it  is  desirable  that  questions,  of  so 
much  interest  to  the  state  J3  to  require  a special 
call  of  the  legislature,  should  be  settled  without  un- 
necessary delay: 

I do  therefore  convene  the  general  assembly  of 
Maryland,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contain- 
ed in  the  resolution  aforesaid,  and  do  accordingly 
give  notice  to  the  members  thereof  to  assemble  at 
the  seat  of  goverment  on  Wednesday  the  24th  day 
of  the  present  month,  for  the  purpose  of  transact- 
ing such  business  as  in  their  judgment  the  public 
interest  may  seem  to  require. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the 
[l.  s.]  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one.  WM.  GRASON. 

By  the  governor,  J.  Murray,  secretary  of  state. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Raleigh  Register  of  Tuesday  says:  Our 

banks  have  again  suspended  the  payment  of  their 
liabilities  in  specie.  They  have  been  compelled  to 
this  eburse  because  their  credits  with  foreign  banks 
'rom  Philadelphia  to  this  city,  have  become  wholly 
unavailable  for  specie  purposes.  Hitherto,  a draft 
on  a Virginia  or  Philadelphia  bank  has  answered 
the  same  purpose  as  specie,  and  our  banks  have 
thus  been  strengthened  in  their  ability  to  meet  their 
responsibilities;  but  now  their  checks  on  the  Virgi- 
nia and  more  northern  banks,  being  paid  in  current 
notes  only,  they  are  no  longer  available  as  specie 
payments. 

In  republishing  the  foregoing  paragraph,  the 
Richmond  Compiler  of  Thursday  adds: 

Our  banks  stand  now  pretty  much  alone.  If  they 
can  continue  to  pay  specie  while  there  is  no  place 
whence  they  can  draw  specie  to  restore  that  they 
pay  out,  and  what  is  worse  exchange  with  N.  York 
five  per  cent,  against  ns — and  render  the  proper  aid 
to  trade  at  the  same  time,  JHey  will  do  wonders. 

ALABAMA. 

The  electoral  vole.  As  we  assisted  to  circulate 
the  statement  that  the  vote  of  Alabama  would  be 
cast  out  by  congress,  on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  w as  given,  it  becomes  proper  that  we  tell 
how  the  electors  repaired  their  error,  and  saved  the 
vote  of  the  state.  It  is  true,  as  we  stated  at  the 
time,  that  in  their  public  convention  in  the  hall  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  electors  voted  viva 
voce;  but,  at  a private  meeting  in  the  evening  (hav- 
ing probably  learned  that  their  mode  of  voting  in 
the  morning  was  illegal,  and  would  vitiate  the  suf, 
frage),  they  again  voted — this  time  by  ballot — and 
made  out  their  returns  accordingly,  in  pursuance  of 
the  requirements  of  the  constitution.  The  over- 
sight of  the  electors  in  their  public  proceedings  of 
the  morning  was  thus  repaired,  and  only  exceeded 
by  the  ingenuity  of  their  private  action  in  the  even- 
ing. [Florence  (Ala.)  Enq, 

IAISSISSIPPI. 

The  legislature  has  done  itself  honor,  we  were 
going  to  say — but  this  is  making  honesty  rather  too 
scarce  in  the  market — by  resolving,  in  spite  of  the 
official  influence  of  governor  McNutt,  that  the  stale 
was  bound  to  redeem  her  botids,  and  would  redeem 
them.  The  resolutions  to  this  effect,  strange  to  say, 
were  voted  by  the  governor!!! 

LOUISIANA. 

The  house  of  representatives,  on  the  10th  inslant, 
adopted  a resolution,  requesting  their  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress  to  use  their  endeavors 
to  procure  the  alteration  of  the  present  naturaliza- 
tion law's,  so  as  to  require  twenty-one  years  consecu- 
tive residence  in  the  United  States,  before  a foreigner 
could  become  naturalized.  It  passed  by  a vote  of 
twenty -one  to  ten. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  whigs  assembeld  in  convention  at  Murfrees- 
burg,  on  the  4th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  desig- 
nating a candidate  for  governor  in  opposition  to 
colonel  Polk,  at  the  August  election.  Forty  coun- 
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ties  of  the  state  were  represented  in  the  convention . 
After  organizing,  the  convention  adjourned  till  next 
day.  On  meeting  next  morning,  the  committee  of 
nomination  reported  the  name  of  James  C.  Jones, 
of  Wilson  county,  as  its  choice — and  thereupon 
the  choice  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  con- 
vention. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  senate  have  passed  a bill  providing  for  the 
congressional  election  in  April,  instead  of  August, 
should  an  extra  session  of  congress  be  called. 

INDIANA. 

We  extract  the  following  statement  from  the  N. 
York  Argus: 

The  legislature  of  Indiana  adjourned  on  the  15th 
of  February. 

Laws  were  passed  laying  a poll  tax  of  75  cents, 
and  a tax  of  40  cents  on  each  100  dollars  of  proper- 
ty. The  enumeration  of  persons  subject  to  the  poll 
tax,  embraces  about  100,000,  yielding  a revenue 
of  $75,000 

The  taxable  property  of  the  state  is  esti- 
mated at  $100,000,000,  on  which  40 
cents  on  each  $100,  yields  400,000 

From  bank  stock  and  other  sources  the 

state  has  an  income  of  150,000 

$625,000 

This  is  about  $200,000  less  than  the  Interest  on 
the  state  debt  amt  the  expenses  of  making  remit- 
tances to  New  York  and  London  to  pay  it.  The 
state  scrip,  or  bills  of  credit,  issued  last  year,  are 
receivable  for  taxes,  and  these  bills  will  probably 
absorb  the  greater  part  of  the  amount  collected  from 
this  source. 

Provision  hasheen  made  by  law  that  real  estate, 
household  furniture,  farming  implements  and  me- 
chanics tools,  shall  not  be  sold  on  execution  for  less 
than  one-half  their  appraised  value:  And  real  estate 
may  be  redeemed  in  one  year  from  the  day  of  sale, 
on  paying  12$  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  money. 

A law  has  also  passed,  appropriating  the  sinking 
fund,  the  surplus  revenue  fund,  the  saline  fund,  col- 
lege fund,  and  the  school  fund,  all  to  banking  pur- 
poses. Such  of  these  moneys  as  are  now  loaned  out, 
are  to  be  called  in  and  paid  over  to  the  state  bank. 
There  is  a provision  that  if  any  debtor  to  the  sur- 
plus fund  shall  desire  longer  time,  it  shall  he  grant- 
ed to  him  at  6 per  cent,  interest,  “upon  delivering 
his  note  to  the  proper  branch,  with  sufficient  en- 
dorsers, for  the  payment  of  the  sum  he  may  owe.” 
And  it  is  provided  also,  that  “the  bank  may  in  its 
discretion  grant  any  indulgence  to  such  debtor, 
which  it  usually  grants  to  other  borrowers,”  &c. 
****** 
Ex-governor  Noble  has  been  appointed  fund  com- 
missioner in  place  of  general  Stapp,  legislated  out 
of  office. 

In  1836  the  legislature  of  Indiana  passed  a law 
providing  for  the  construction  of  1,329  miles  of  roads 
and  canals,  as  follows: 

Canals,  S00|  miles. 

Turnpike  roads  338  “ 

Rail  roads  90j  “ 


The  directors  of  the  state  bank  have  re-estab- 
lished the  branch  at  Chicago,  and  re-appointed  the 
former  cashier. 

MTSSOUKI. 

The  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  16th  uit. 
after  a session  of  about  three  months. 


1,329} 

There  has  been  expended  already  $7,199,449, 
and  the  sum  required  to  complete  them  is  estimat- 
ed at  $13,346,000,  being  at  least  one-fifth  of  the 
total  value  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  state. 

The  state  has  about  200  miles  of  canal  in  use, 
yielding  about  $5,000  in  tolls.  Two  rail  roads  yield 
about  $26,000  more;  being  a total  of  $31,000,  as  the 
present  revenue  growing  out  of  a debt  of  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars. 

****** 

Instead  of  a tax  of  5 or  10  cents  on  a 100  dollars., 
the  people  are  now  to  be  taxed  40  cents  on  each 
100  dollars,  besides  their  town,  county  and  village 
taxes,  and  in  addition  to  this  each  male  inhabitant 
of  lawful  age  is  required  to  pay  a poll  tax  of  75 
cents;  and  when  all  these  taxes  are  collected  there 
will  not  be  enough  by  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

ILLINOIS. 

Banks.  We  learn  by  the  Chicago  American  that 
by  the  suspension  Jaw  the  state  bank  of  Illinois,  is 
authorised  to  charge  7 per  cent,  interest  on  loans 
not  exceeding  six  months,  and  9 per  cent,  for  any 
longer  period,  and  is  permitted  to  issue  $1,  $2  and 
$3  notes.  The  bank  is  prohibited  during  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  from  disposing  of  its 
specie,  except  in  sums  of  $5  for  change — may  not 
increase  the  amount  of  circulation  over  the  capital 
paid  in,  and  is  to  receive  and  disburse  the  funds  of 
the  state,  without  charge.  The  bank  is  further  re- 
quired to  pay  the  out- standing  warrants  drawn  by 
{lie  auditor. 


ABOLITION  CONVENTION. 

In  the  Rochester  American  Citizen  of  March 
9th,  we  find  the  proceedings  of  a convention  held 
on  the  24th  of  February,  at  Warsaw,  New  York. 
“In  compliance  with  a call  addressed  to  Christians 
of  every  denomination  in  western  New  York”  at 
which  Elon  Galusha  presided,  J.  C.  Jones  and  R. 
W.  Lymon  acted  as  secretaries.  The  names  of  the 
delegates  in  attendance  are  given — 57  of  whom  are 
of  Warsaw  itself,  and  43  from  other  places.  The 
following  are  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  conven- 
tion, most  of  them  unanimously: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  “fruits”  of  (he  slaveholding 
system  are  a swift  witness  against  it,  and  fully  con- 
vict those  who  appear  as  its  apologists,  of  an  at- 
tempt to  screen  from  the  point  of  faithful,  Christian 
rebuke,  and  from  the  general  indignation,  practices 
alike  abhorrent  to  the  just  requisitions  of  God’s  pure 
and  unalterable  law,  and  to  the  unperverted  senti- 
ments of  the  civilized  world. 

2.  J hat  the  slaveholding  relation  interposes  a 
barrier  to  the  spread  of  pure  Christianity,  and  to 
the  establishment  of  true  gospel  churches  over  a 
large  and  most  interesting  portion  of  our  republic: 
that  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  the  respective 
churches  and  Christian  communities  with  w'hich 
we  are  connected,  are  most  solemnly  bound  to  per- 
sist in  importunate  prayer  to  God,  and  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  most  strenuous  Christian  efforts  for 
the  complete  demolition  of  this  barrier. 

3.  That  we  regard  slaveholding  to  be  a sin  so 
gross,  and  so  utterly  at  variance  with  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  we  ought,  as  Christians,  to  with- 
draw all  ecclesiastical  connection  from  those  slave- 
holders and  slaveholding  churches,  who  after  hav- 
ing been  faithfully  and  affectionately  admonished, 
according  to  gospel  rules,  refuses  to  abandon  this 
sin. 

4.  That  those  who  either  apologize  for  slavehold- 
ing,  or  object  to  its  immediate,  universal  and  un- 
conditional abolition,  or  devise  schemes  of  gradual 
or  partial  emancipation  in  its  stead;  do  thereby 
array  themselves,  not  merely  against  the  interests 
of  our  common  humanity,  the  just  claims  of  the 
slave  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom,  but  likewise  against  the  cardinal 
doctrines  of  an  orthodox  Christian  theology,  as 
embodied  in  the  creeds,  the  confessions  of  faith, 
the  sermons,  and  the  standard  theological  writings 
of  the  principal  evangelical  denominations. 

5.  That  the  primative  churches  held  up  before 
the  community  the  true  principles  of  reform,  which 
it  faithfully  applied  by  modern  churches,  would 
supeisede  the  necessity  for  anti-slavery,  temper- 
ance, moral  reform,  missionary  and  other  kindred 
societies. 

6.  That  whilst  that  sound  maxim  both  of  human 
and  divine  law,  to  wit:  that  the  accessory  is  as 
guilty  as  the  principal,  remains  true,  so  long  it  will 
remain  no  less  true,  that  the  apologist  for  slavery  and 
the  witness  of  its  black  crimes,  who  does  not  spread 
the  alarm,  is  as  really-guilty  as  he  who  actually 
perpetrates  ils  infamous  deeds. 

7.  That  (he  churches  of  the  north  are  present 
spectators  of  the  atrocious  wickedness  necessarily 
resulting  from  the  slave  system,  and  many  of  them 
not  only  refuse  to  testify  against  it,  and  to  admi- 
nister deserved  rebuke  to  those  implicated,  but,  to 
an  alarming  extent,  and  in  various  ways,  have  be 
come  its  apologists,  or  real  supporters. 

8.  I hat  many  of  them  either  tolerate  or  require 
silence  in  their  pulpits  on  the  momentous  subject 
of  human  rights:  that  in  many  of  their  theologies’ 
schools  they  observe  a caution  dictated  by  worldly 
policy,  or  attempt  wholly  to  repress  the  rising  spirit 
of  freedom;  they  receive,  unrebuked,  known  slave 
holders  to  their  pulpits  and  to  their  communions, 
seek  to  mingle  in  the  streams  of  Christian  charity 
along  with  their  own,  the  unhallowed  offerings  of 
“ungodly  gain,”  wrung  from  the  unrequited  toil  of 
the  crushed  slave. 

9.  That  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  re- 
spective  churches  to  investigate  the  subject  of  sla- 
very and  to  act  upon  it— to  enter  upon  their  records 
against  slaveholding  ministers  and  churches 
verdict  of  ejectment  from  their  pulpits  and  fello 
ship;  and  until  they  do  so,  the  community  will 
justly  hold  them  recreant  to  the  high  duty  prescrib 
ed  to  them  in  the  gospel,  of  rebuking  sin,  and  as 
implicated  deeply  and  willingly  in  the  foulest 
transgressions  of  the  divine  law. 

1°.  That  the  monthly  concert  of  prayer  for  the 
peaceful  abolition  of  slavery,  is  a stated  and  im- 
portant anti-slavery  meeting,  which  every  Chris- 


tian abolitionist  should  feel  sacredly  bound  if  pos- 
sible to  attend,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
convention,  may  be  truly  regarded  as  the  thermo- 
meter in  any  community  of  the  Christian  aboli- 
tionism of  that  community. 

THE  CASE  OF  THE  AMISTAD. 

Supreme  court  of  the  U.  States — January  term,  1841. 
The  United  States,  appellants,  vs.  the  libellants 
and  claimants  of  the  schooner  Amistad,  her  tackle, 
apparel  and  furniture,  together  with  her  cargo, 
and  the  Afiicans  mentioned  and  described  in  the 
several  libels  and  claims.  On  appeal  from  the 
circuit  court  of'  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Justice  Story  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  the  case  of  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Connecticut, 
sitting  in  admiralty.  The  leading  facts,  as  they 
appear  upon  the  transcript  of  the  proceedings,  are  as 
follows: 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1839,  the  schooner  L’Atnis- 
tad,  being  the  property  of  Spanish  subjects,  clear- 
ed out  from  the  port  of  Havana,  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  for  Puerto  Principe,  in  the  same  island.  On 
board  of  the  schooner  were  the  captain,  Ramon 
Ferrer  and  Jose  Ruiz  and  Pedro  Montez,  all  Spanish 
subjects.  The  former  had  with  him  a negro  boy 
named  Antonio,  claimed  to  be  his  slave.  Jose  Ruiz 
had  with  him  forty-nine  negroes,  claimed  by  him 
as  his  slaves,  and  stated  to  be  his  property  in  a cer- 
tain pass  or  document  signed  by  the  governor  gene- 
ral of  Cuba.  Pedro  Montez  had  with  him  four 
other  negroes,  also  claimed  by  him  as  his  slaves,  and 
stated  to  be  his  property  in  a similar  pass  or  docu- 
ment, also  signed  by  the  governor  general  ol  Cuba. 
On  the  voyage,  and  before  the  arrival  of  the  vessel 
at  her  port  of  destination,  (he  negroes  rose,  killed 
the  captain  and  took  possession  of  her.  On  the 
26th  ot  August  the  vessel  wras  discovered  by  lieut. 
Gedney,  of  the  United  States  brig  Washington,  at 
anchor  on  the  high  seas,  at  the  distance  of  half  a 
mile  from  the  shore  of  Long  Island.  A part  of  the 
negroes  were  then  on  shore  at  Culloden  point,  Long 
Island,  who  were  seized  by  lieutenant  Gedney  arid 
brought  on  board.  The  vessel,  with  the  negroes 
and  other  persons  on  board,  was  brought  by  lieut. 
Gedney  into  the  district  of  Connecticut,  and  there 
libelled  for  salvage  in  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States.  A libel  for  salvage  was  also  filed  by  Henry 
Green  and  Pelatiah  Fordham  of  Sag  Harbor,  Long 
Island.  On  the  18th  of  September,  Ruiz  and  Mon- 
tez filed  claims  and  libels,  in  which  they  asserted 
ownership  of  the  negroes  as  their  slaves,  and  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  cargo,  and  prayed  that  the  same 
might  be  “delivered  to  them,  or  to  the  representa- 
tives of  her  Catholic  majesty,  as  might  be  most 
proper.”  On  the  19th  of  September,  the  attorney 
of  the  United  Slates  for  the  district  of  Connecticut 
filed  an  information  or  libel,  setting  forth  that  the 
Spanish  minister  had  officially  presented  to  the  pro- 
per department  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  a claim  for  the  restoration  of  the  vessel,  cargo 
and  slaves,  as  the  property  ol  Spanish  subjects 
which  had  arrived  within  the  jurisdictional  limits 
of  the  United  States,  and  were  taken  possession  of 
by  the  said  public  armed  brig  of  the  United  States, 
under  such  circumstances  as  made  it  the  duty  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  the  same  to  be  restored 
to  the  true  proprietors,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain;  and  praying  the 
court,  on  its  being  made  legally  to  appear  that  the 
claim  of  the  Spanish  minister  was  well  founded,  to 
make  such  order  for  the  disposal  of  the  vessel,  cargo 
and  slaves,  as  would  best  enable  the  United  States 
to  comply  w ith  their  treaty  stipulations.  But,  if  it 
should  appear  that  the  negroes  were  persons  trans- 
ported from  Africa  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  brought  within  the  United  States 
contrary  to  the  same  laws,  he  then  prayed  the  couit 
to  make  such  order  for  their  removal  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  should  deem  fit. 

On  the  19th  of  November  the  attorney  of  the 
United  States  filpil  a second  information  or  libel 
similar  to  the  first,  with  the  exception  of  the  second 
prayer  above  set  forth  in  his  former  one.  On  the 
same  day,  Antonio  G.  Vega,  the  vice  consul  of 
Spain  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  filed  his  libel, 
alleging  that  Antonio  was  a slave,  the  property  of 
the  repiesentatives  of  Ramon  Ferrer,  and  praying 
the  court  to  cause  him  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  vice 
consul,  that  he  might  be  returned  by  him  to  his  law- 
ful owner  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1840,  the  negroes,  (Cin- 
quez  and  others),  with  the  exception  of  Antonio, 
by  their  counsel,  filed  an  answer  denying  that  they 
were  slaves,  or  the  property  of  Ruiz  and  Montez; 
or  that  the  court  could,  under  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  under  any  tieaty  ex- 
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erase  any  jurisdiction  over  their  persons  by  reason 
of  the  premises,  and  playing  that  they  might  be  dis- 
missed. 

They  specially  set  forth  and  insist  in  this  answer 
that  they  were  native  born  Africans,  boin  free,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be  free  and  not  slaves;  that  they 
were,  on  or  about  the  lath  of  April,  1839,  unlawfully 
kidnapped,  and  forcibly  and  wrongfully  carried  on 
board  a certain  vessel  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  which 
was  unlawfully  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  and  were 
unlawfully  transported  in  the  same  vessel  to  the 
Island  of  Cuba  for  the  purpose  of  being  there  un- 
lawfully sold  as  slaves;  that  Ruiz  and  Montez,  well 
knowing  the  premises,  made  a pretended  purchase 
of  them;  that  afterwards,  on  or  about  the  2Slh  of 
June,  1839,  Ruiz  and  Montez,  confederating  with 
Ferrer,  (captain  of  the  Amistad),  caused  them, 
without  law  or  right,  to  be  placed  on  board  of  the 
Amistad,  to  be  transported  to  some  place  unknown 
to  them,  and  there  to  be  enslaved  for  life;  that  on 
the  voyage  they  rose  on  the  master  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  vessel,  intending  to  return  therewith 
to  their  native  country,  or  to  seek  an  asylum  in  some 
free  state;  and  the  vessel  arrived,  about  the  26th  of 
August,  1839,  oli'Montaug  Point,  near  Long  Island; 
a part  of  them  there  went  ashore,  and  were  seized 
by  lieut.  Gedney,  and  carried  on  board,  and  all  of 
them  were  afterwards  brought  by  him  into  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1840,  Jose  Antonio  Tel- 
lincas  and  Messrs.  Aspe  and  Laca,  all  Spanish  sub- 
jects residing  in  Cuba,  filed  theirclaims  as  owners  to 
certain  portions  of  the  goods  found  on  board  of  the 
schooner  L’Amistad. 

On  the  same  day,  all  the  libellants  and  claimants, 
by  their  counsel,  except  Jose  Ruiz  and  Pedro  Mon- 
tez, (whose  libels  and  claims,  as  stated  of  record, 
respectively,  were  pursued  by  the  Spanish  minister, 
ttie  same  being  merged  in  the  claims),  appeared,  and 
the  negroes  also  appeared  by  their  counsel,  and  the 
case  was  heard  on  the  libels,  claims,  answers  and 
testimony  of  witnesses. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1849,  the  district  court 
made  a decree.  By  that  decree,  the  court  rejected 
the  claim  of  Green  and  Fordham  for  salvage,  but 
allowed  salvage  to  lieutenant  Gedney  and  others  on 
the  vessel  amt  cargo  of  one-third  of  the  value  there- 
of, but  not  on  the  negroes  Cinquez  and  others.  It 
allowed  the  claim  of  Tellincas  and  Aspe  and  Laca, 
with  the  exception  of  the  above  mentioned  salvage. 
It  dismissed  the  libels  and  claims  of  Ruiz  and  Mon- 
tez with  costs,  as  being  included  under  the  claim  of 
the  Spanish  minister.  It  allowed  the  claim  of  the 
Spanish  vice  consul  for  Antonin,  on  behalf  of  Fer- 
rer’s representatives.  It  rejected  the  claims  of  Ruiz 
and  Montez  for  the  delivery  of  the  negroes,  but  ad- 
mitted them  for  the  cargo,  with  the  exception  of  the 
above  mentioned  salvage.  It  rejected  the  claim 
made  by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf 
of  the  Spanish  minister,  for  the  restoration  of  the 
negroes  under  the  treaty;  but  it  decreed  that  they 
should  be  delivered  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  transported  to  Africa,  pursuant  to  the  act 
of  3d  of  March,  1819. 

From  this  decree  the  district  attorney,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  appealed  to  the  circuit  court, 
except  so  far  as  related  to  the  restitution  of  the  slave 
Antonio.  The  claimants  Tellincas  and  Aspe  and 
Laca  also  appealed  from  that  part  of  the  decree 
which  awarded  salvage  on  the  property  respective- 
ly claimed  by  them.  No  appeal  was  interposed  by 
Ruiz  or  Montez,  or  on  behalf  of  the  representatives 
of  the  owner  of  the  Amistad.  The  circuit  court, 
by  a mare  pro  forma  decree,  affirmed  the  decree  of 
tlie  district  court,  reserving  the  question  of  salvage 
upon  the  claims  of  Tellincas  and  A=pe  and  Laca. 
And  from  that  decree  the  present  appeal  has  been 
brought  to  this  couit. 

The  cause  has  been  very  elaborately  argued,  as 
well  upon  the  merits  as  upon  a motion  on  behalf  of 
the  appellees  to  dismiss  the  appeal.  On  the  part  of 
the  United  States  it  has  been  contended,  1.  That 
due  and  sufficient  proof  concerning  the  property 
has  been  made  to  authorise  the  restitution  of  the 
vessel,  cargo  and  negroes  to  the  Spanish  subjects  on 
whose  behalf  they  are  claimed,  pursuant  fo  the  treaty 
with  Spain  of  the  27th  of  October,  1795.  2.  That 

tne  United  States  have  a right  to  intervene  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  done,  to  obtain  a decree 
for  the  restitution  of  the  property  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  ttie  Spanish  minister.  These  propositions 
have  been  strenuously  denied  on  the  other  side. 
Other  collateral  and  incidental  points  have  been 
stated,  upon  which  it  is  not  necessary  at  this  moment 
to  dwell. 

Before  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  the  main 
points  involved  in  this  interesting  and  important 
controversy,  it  may  be  necessary  to  say  a few  words 
as  to  the  actual  posture  of  the  case  as  it  now  stands 
before  U3.  In  the  first  place,  then,  the  only  parties 
now  before  the  court,  on  one  side,  are  the  United 


States,  intervening  for  the  sole  purpose  of  procuring 
restitution  of  the  property  as  Spanish  property, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty,  upon  the  grounds  stated  by 
the  other  parties  claiming  the  property  in  their  re- 
spective libels.  The  United  States  do  not  assert 
any  property  in  themselves,  or  any  violation  of  tiieir 
own  rights,  or  sovereignty,  or  laws,  by  the  acts  com- 
plained of.  They  do  not  insist  that  these  negroes 
have  been  imported  into  the  United  States  in  con- 
travention of  our  own  slave  trade  acts.  They  do 
not  seek  to  have  these  negroes  delivered  up  for  the 
purpose  of  being  transported  to  Cuba  as  pirates  or 
robbers,  or  as  fugative  criminals  found  within  our 
teriitories  wdio  have  been  guilty  of  offences  against 
the  laws  of  Spain.  They  do  not  assert  that  the  sei- 
zure and  bringing  the  vessel  and  cargo  and  negroes 
into  port  by  lieutenant  Gedney,  for  the  purpose  of 
adjudication,  is  a tortious  act.  They  simply  con- 
fine thpmselves  to  the  right  of  the  Spanish  claimants 
to  the  restitution  of  their  property,  upon  the  facts 
asserted  in  their  respective  allegations. 

In  the  next  place,  the  parties  before  the  court  on 
the  other  side,  as  appellees,  are  lieut.  Gedney,  on  his 
libel  for  salvage,  and  the  negroes  (Cinquez  and 
others)  asserting  themselves  in  their  answer  not  to 
be  slaves,  but  free  native  Africans,  kidnapped  in 
their  own  country,  and  illegally  transported  by  force 
from  that  country,  and  now  entitled  to  maintain  their 
freedom. 

No  question  has  been  here  made  as  to  the  proprie- 
tary interest  in  the  vessel  and  cargo.  It  is  admitted 
that  they  belong  to  Spanish  subjects,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  restored.  The  only  point  on  this  head 
is,  whether  the  restitution  ought  to  be  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  salvage  or  not.  The  main  controversy  is, 
whether  these  negroes  are  the  property  of"  Ruiz  and 
Montez,  and  ought  to  be  delivered  up;  and  to  this, 
accordingly,  we  shall  first  direct  our  attention.  It 
has  been  argued  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  that 
the  court  are  bound  to  deliver  (hem  up  according  to 
the  treaty  of  1795  with  Spain,  which  has  in  this 
particular  been  continued  in  full  force  by  the  treaty 
of  1819,  ratified  in  1821.  The  sixth  article  of  that 
treaty  seems  to  have  had  principally  in  view  cases 
where  the  properly  of  the  subjects  of  either  stale 
had  been  taken  possession  of  within  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  the  other,  during  war.  The  eighth 
article  provides  for  cases  wheieihe  shipping  of  the 
inhabitants  of  either  state  are  forced,  throught  stress 
of  weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any 
other  urgent  necessity,  to  seek  shelter  in  the  ports 
of  the  other.  There  may  well  be  some  doubt  en- 
tertained whether  the  present  case,  in  its  actual 
circumstances,  falls  within  the  purview  of  this  arti- 
cle. But  it  does  not  seem  necessary,  for  leasons 
hereafter  stated,  absolutely  to  decide  it.  The  ninth 
article  provides  “that  all  ships  and  merchandise,  of 
what  nature  soever,  which  shall  be  rescued  out  of 
the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers,  on  the  high  seas, 
shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  either  stale,  and 
shail  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  officers  of 
that  port,  in  order  to  be  taken  care  of  and  restored 
entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due  and 
sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  pro- 
perty thereof.”  This  is  the  article  on  which  the 
main  reliance  is  placed  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  for  the  restitution  of  these  negroes.  To  bring 
the  case  within  the  article,  it  is  essential  to  establish, 
first,  That  these  negroes,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, fall  within  the  description  of  merchandise, 
in  the  sense  of  the  treaty;  secondly,  That  there 
has  been  a rescue  of  (hem  on  the  high  seas  out  of 
the  hands  of  pirates  and  robbers,  which  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  can  only  be  by  showing  that  they  them- 
selves are  pirates  and  robbers;  and,  thirdly,  That 
Ruiz  and  Montez,  the  asserted  proprietors,  are  ttie 
true  proprietors,  and  have  established  their  title  by 
competent  proofs.  If  these  negroes  were  at  the 
time  lawfully  held  as  slaves  under  the  laws  of  Spain, 
and  recognised  by  those  laws  as  property  capable 
of  being  lawfully  bought  and  sold,  we  see  no  reason 
why  they  may  [not]  be  justly  deemed,  within  the 
intent  of  the  treaty,  to  be  included  under  the  deno- 
mination of  merchandise,  [and,]  as  such,  ought  to 
be  restored  to  the  claimants:  for,  upon  that  point, 
the  laws  of  Spain  would  seem  to  furnish  the  proper 
rule  of  interpretation.  But,  admitting  this,  it  is 
clear,  in  our  opinion,  that  neither  of  the  other  es- 
sential facts  and  requisites  has  been  established  in 
proof;  and  the  onus  probandi  of  both  lies  upon  the 
claimants  to  give  rise  to  the  casus  feederis.  It  is 
plain,  beyond  controversy,  if  we  examine  the  evi- 
dence, that  these  negroes  never  weie  the  lawful 
slaves  of  Ruiz  or  Montez  or  of  any  other  Spanish 
subjects.  They  are  natives  of  Africa,  and  were 
kidnapped  there,  and  were  unlawfully  transported  to 
Cuba,  in  violation  of  the  laws  and  treaties  of  Spain, 
and  the  most  solemn  edicts  and  declarations  of  that 
government.  By  those  laws  and  treaties  and  edicts 
the  African  slave  trade  is  utterly  abolished — the 
dealing  in  that  trade  is  deemed  a heinous  crime;  and 


the  negroes  thereby  introduced  into  the  dominions  of 
Spain  are  declared  to  be  tree.  Ruiz  and  Montez  are 
proved  to  have  made  the  pretended  purchase  of  these 
negroes  with  a full  knowledge  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, and,  so  cogent  and  irresistible  is  the  evi- 
dence in  this  respect,  that  the  district  attorney  has 
admitted,  in  open  court,  upon  the  record,  that  these 
negroes  were  native  Africans,  and  recently  imported 
into  Cuba,  as  alleged  in  their  answers  to  the  libels 
in  the  case.  The  supposed  proprietary  interest, 
then,  of  Ruiz  and  Montez  is  completely  displaced, 
if  we  are  at  liberty  to  look  at  the  evidence  or  the 
admissions  of  the  district  attorney.  If,  then,  these 
negroes  are  not  slaves,  but  are  kidnapped  Africans, 
who,  by  the  laws  of  Spain  itself,  are  entitled  to  their 
freedom,  and  were  kidnapped  and  illegally  carried 
to  Cuba,  and  illegally  detained  and  restrained  on 
board  of  the  Amistad,  there  is  no  pretence  to  say 
that  they  are  pirates  or  robbers.  We  may  lament 
the  dreadful  acts  by  which  they  asserted  their  liber- 
ty, and  took  possession  of  the  Amistad,  and  endea- 
vored to  regain  their  native  country;  but  they  can- 
not be  deemed  pirates  or  robbers  in  the  sense  of  the 
law  of  nations,  or  the  treaty  with  Spain,  or  the 
laws  of  Spain  itself,  at  least  so  far  as  those  laws 
have  been  brought  to  our  knowledge;  nor  do  the 
libels  of  Ruiz  and  Montez  assert  them  to  be  such. 

This  posture  of  the  facts  would  seem  of  itself  (o 
put  an  end  to  the  whole  inquiry  upon  the  merits. 
But  it  is  argued,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  ship  and  cargo  and  negroes  were  duly  docu- 
mented as  belonging  to  Spanish  subjects,  and  this 
court  have  no  right  to  look  behind  these  documents; 
that  full  faith  and  credit  is  to  be  given  to  them;  and 
that  they  are  to  be  held  conclusive  evidence  in  this 
cause,  evp n although  it  should  be  established  by  the 
most  satisfactory  proofs  that  they  have  been  obtain- 
ed by  the  grossest  frauds  and  impositions  upon  the 
constituted  authorities  of  Spain.  To  this  argument 
we  can  in  no  wise  assent.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
treaty  which  justifies  or  sustains  the  argument. — 
We  do  not  here  meddle  with  the  point  whether  there 
has  been  any  connivance  in  this  illegal  traffic  on  the 
part  of  any  of  the  colonial  authorities  or  subordinate 
officers  of  Cuba,  because,  in  our  view,  such  an  ex- 
amination is  unnecessary,  and  ought  not  to  be  pur- 
sued unless  it  were  indispensable  to  public  justice, 

although  it  has  been  strongly  pressed  at  the  bar. 

What  we  proceed  upon  is  this:  that  although  public 
documents  of  the  government  accompanying  pro- 
perly found  on  board  of  the  private  ships  of  a foreign 
nation  certainly  are  to  be  deemed  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  the  facts  which  they  purport  to  state,  yet 
they  are  always  open  to  be  impugned  for  fraud;  and 
whether  that  fraud  be  in  the  original  obtaining  ot 
these  documents,  or  in  the  subsequent  fraudulent 
and  illegal  use  of  them,  when  once  it  is  satisfactoi i- 
ly  established,  it  overthrows  all  their  sanctity,  and 
destroys  them  as  proofs  Fraud  will  vitiate  any, 
even  the  most  solemn,  transactions,  and  an  asserted 

title  to  property  founded  upon  it  is  utterly  void. 

The  very  language  of  the  ninth  article  ol  the  treaty 
of  1795  requires  the  proprietor  to  make  due  and 
sufficient  proof  of  his  property.  And  how  can  that 
proof  be  deemed  either  due  or  sufficient  which  is 
but  a connected  and  stained  tissue  of  fraud?  This 

is  not  a mere  rule  ol  municipal  jurisprudence. 

Nothing  is  more  clear  in  the  law  of  nations,  as  an 
established  rule  to  regulate  their  rights  and  duties 
and  intercourse,  than  the  doctrine  that  the  ship’s 
papers  are  but  prima  facie  evidence,  and  that,  if 
they  are  shown  to  be  fraudulent,  they  are  not  to  be 
held  proof  of  any  valid  title.  This  rule  is  familiarly 
applied,  and  indeed  is  of  every-day  occurrence  in 
cases  of  prize  in  the  contests  betw  een  belligerents 
and  neutrals,  as  is  apparent  from  numerous  cases  to 
be  found  in  the  reports  of  this  court;  and  it  is  just 
as  applicable  to  the  transactions  of  civil  intercourse 
between  nations  in  times  of  peace.  If  a private  ship 
clothed  with  Spanish  papers  should  enter  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  claiming  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities and  rights  belonging  to  bona  tide  subjects 
of  Spain  under  our  treaties  or  laws,  and  she  should 
in  reality  belong  to  the  subjects  of  another  nation, 
which  was  not  entitled  to  any  such  privileges,  im- 
munities or  rights,  and  the  proprietors  were  seek- 
ing by  fraud  to  cover  their  own  illegal  acts  under 
the  flag  of  Spain,  there  can  be  no  doubt  'hat  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  our  courts  to  strip  off  the  disguise, 
and  to  look  at  the  case  according  to  its  naked  reali- 
ties- In  the  solemn  treaties  between  nations,  it  can 
never  be  presumed  that  either  stare  intended  io  pro- 
vide the  means  of  perpetrating  or  protecting  fraud; 
but  all  the  provisions  are  to  be  con-trued  as  intend- 
ed to  be  applied  to  bona  fide  transactions.  The 
17th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  which  provides 
for  certain  passports  and  certificates  as  evidence  of 
property  on  board  of  the  ships  of  both  states,  is  in  ils 
terms  applicable  only  to  cases  where  either  of  the 
parties  is  engaged  in  a war  This  article  required  a 
certain  form  ol  passport  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
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parties,  and  annexed  to  the  treaty.  It  never  was 
annexed;  and  therefore,  in  the  ease  of  the  Amiable 
Isabella,  (6  Wheat.  R.  I),  it  was  held  inoperative. 

It  is  also  a most  important  consideration  in  the 
present  case,  which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
that,  supposing  these  African  negroes  not  to  be 
slaves,  but  kidnapped,  and  free  negroes,  the  treaty 
with  Spain  cannot  he  obligatory  upon  them,  and  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  respect  their  rights  as 
much  as  those  of  Spanish  subjects.  The  conflict  of 
rights  between  the  parties  undersuch  circumstances 
becomes  positive  and  inevitable,  and  must  be  decid- 
ed upon  the  eternal  principles  of  justice  and  interna- 
tional law.  If  the  contest  were  about  any  goods  on 
board  of  this  ship,  to  which  American  citizens  as- 
serted a title,  which  was  denied  by  the  Spanish 
claimants,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
such  American  citizens  to  litigate  their  claims  be- 
fore any  competent  American  tribunal,  notwith- 
standing the  treaty  with  Spain.  A fortiori  the  doc- 
trine must  apply  where  human  life  and  human  liber- 
ty are  in  issue,  and  constitute  the  very  essence  of  the 
controversy.  The  treaty  with  Spain  never  could 
have  intended  to  take  away  the  equal  rights  of  all 
foreigners,  who  should  contest  their  claims  before 
any  of  our  courts,  to  equal  justice,  or  to  deprive 
such  foreigners  of  the  protection  given  them  by 
other  treaties,  or  by  the  general  law  of  nations. — - 
Upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  then,  there  does  not 
seem  to  us  to  be  any  ground  for  doubt  that  these  ne- 
groes ought  to  be  deemed  free,  and  that  the  Spanish 
treaty  interposes  no  obstacle  to  the  just  assertion  of 
their  rights. 

There  is  another  consideration  growing  out  of 
this  part  of  the  case,  which  necessarily  arises  in 
judgment.  It  is  observable  that  the  United  States, 
in  their  original  claim,  filed  it  in  the  alternative  to 
have  the  negroes,  if  slaves  and  Spanish  property, 
restored  to  the  proprietors;  or,  if  not  slaves,  but  ne- 
groes who  had  been  transported  from  Africa  in  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  brought 
into  the  United  States  contrary  to  the  same  laws, 
then  the  court  to  pass  an  order  to  enable  the  United 
States  to  remove  such  persons  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
to  be  delivered  there  to  such  agent  as  may  be  au- 
thorised to  receive  and  provide  for  them.  At  a 
subsequent  period,  this  last  alternative  claim  was 
not  insisted  on,  and  another  claim  was  interposed 
omitting  it,  from  which  the  conclusion  naturally 
arises  that  it  was  abandoned.  The  decree  of  the 
district  court,  however,  contained  an  order  lor  the 
delivery  of  the  negroes  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
transported  to  the  coast  of  Africa  under  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1S19,  ch.224.  The  United  States 
do  not  now  insist  upon  any  affirmance  of  this  part 
of  the  decree;  and,  in  our  judgment,  upon  the  ad- 
mitted facts,  there  is  no  ground  to  assert  that  the 
case  comes  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of  1819, 
or  of  any  other  of  our  prohibitory  slave  trade  acts. 
These  negroes  were  never  taken  from  Africa  or 
brought  to  the  United  Stales  in  contravention  of 
those  acts.  When  the  Amistad  arrived,  she  was  in 
possession  of  the  negroes  asserting  their  freedom; 
and  in  no  sense  could  they  possibly  intend  to  import 
themselves  here,  as  slaves,  or  for  sale  as  slaves.  In 
this  view  of  the  matter,  that  part  of  the  decree  of 
the  district  court  is  unmaintainable,  and  must  be  re- 
versed. 

The  view  which  has  been  thus  taken  of  this  case 
upon  the  merits  under  the  first  point  renders  it 
wholly  unnecessary  for  us  to  give  any  opinion  upon 
the  other  point,  as  to  the  right  of  the  United  States 
to  intervene  in  this  case  in  the  manner  already  stat- 
ed. We  dismiss  this,  therefore,  as  well  as  several 
minor  points  made  at  the  argument. 

As  to  the  claim  of  Iieul.  Gedney  for  the  salvage 
service,  it  is  understood  that  the  United  Stales  do 
not  now  desire  to  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  al- 
lowance of  it,  if  it  is  deemed  reasonable  by  the 
court.  It  was  a highly  meritorious  and  useful  ser- 
vice to  the  proprietors  of  the  ship  and  cargo;  and 
such  as,  by  the  general  principles  of  maritime  law, 
is  always  deemed  a just  foundation  for  salvage. — 
The  rate  allowed  by  the  court  does  not  seem  to  us 
lo  have  been  beyond  the  exercise  of  a sound  discre- 
tion, under  the  very  peculiar  and  embarrassing  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case. 

Upon  the  whole,  our  opinion  is  that  the  decree  of 
the  circuit  court  affirming  that  of  the  district  court 
ought  to  be  affirmed,  except  so  far  as  it  directed  the 
negroes  to  be  delivered  to  the  president  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Africa  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1319;  and,  as  to  this,  it  ought  to  be  reversed, 
and  that  the  said  negroes  be  declared  to  be  free,  and 
be  dismissed  from  the  custody  of  the  court,  and  go 
without  dav.  True  copy.  Test: 

WM.  THOS.  CARROLL,  C.  S.  C.  U.  S. 

THE  DECREE. 

The  United  States,  appellants,  vs.  (he  libellants  and 

claimants  of  the  schooner  Amistad,  her  tackle, 

apparel  and  furniture,  together  with  her  cargo  and  1 


the  Africans  mentioned  and  described  in  the  se- 
veral libels  and  claims.  On  appeal  from  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  lot  the  district  of 

Connecticut. 

This  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  on  the  transcript 
of  the  record  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Connecticut,  and  was  argu- 
ed by  counsel.  On  consideration  whereof,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  court  that  there  is  error  in  that  part 
of  the  decree  of  Ihe  circuit  court,  affirming  the  de- 
cree of  the  district  court,  which  ordered  the  said 
negroes  to  be  delivered  to  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  be  transported  to  Africa  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1319,  and 
that,  as  to  that  part,  it  ought  to  be  reversed,  and,  in 
all  other  respects,  that  the  said  decree  of  the  circuit 
court  ought  to  be  affirmed.  It  is  therefore  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed  by  this  court,  that  the  decree 
of  the  said  circuit  court  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
affirmed,  except  as  to  the  part  aforesaid,  and,  as  to 
that  part,  that  it  be  reversed,  and  that  the  cause  be 
remanded  to  the  circuit  court  with  directions  lo  en- 
ter in  lieu  of  that  part  a decree  that  the  said  negroes 
be,  and  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  free,  and  that  they 
be  dismissed  from  the  custody  of  the  court,  and  be 
discharged  from  the  suit,  and  go  thereof  quit  without 
day.  True  copy.  Test: 

WM.  THOS.  CARROLL,  C.  S.  C.  U.  S. 

DEBATE  OH  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

In  senate,  January,  19,  1841. 

Mr.  White  said:  However  imperfectly  I feel 
myself  able  to  discuss  this  subject,  1 am  conscious, 
nevertheless,  that  in  deciding  upon  it  I occupy  an 
impartial  position.  Indiana,  in  her  progressive  ad- 
vances from  a wilderness  state  to  the  dignity  of  the 
fourth  or  fifth  member  of  the  union,  has  reached 
that  period  in  her  history  when  she  may  hold  with  a 
steady  and  an  equal  hand  the  scales  of  interest  be- 
tween the  old  states  and  the  new.  While,  then,  I 
listen  with  most  respectful  consideration  to  abler 
counsels  than  I myself  can  aspire  to  give  upon  a 
subject  whose  growing  magnitude  has  inspired  ve- 
teran senators  with  such  apprehension  as  even  to 
justify  precipitate  and  immature  legislation,  I shall 
endeavor  so  to  record  my  vote  upon  the  several 
propositions  before  us  as  to  secure  to  the  new  states 
all  the  equity  t hey  claim,  and  to  the  old  states  all 
the  rights  which  they  challenge,  and  to  all  the  states 
an  advantage  of  the  most  momentous  importance, 
to  be  gained,  as  I conceive,  from  no  other  source 
than  from  the  proceeds  of  onr  bountiful  domain. 

In  our  plan  of  government,  sir,  simple  as  its  ob- 
jects and  well-defined  as  its  purposes  are,  many 
difficult  and  complicated  questions  are  constantly 
occurring.  They  are  chiefly  questions  of  power. 
Onr  confederated,  and  at  the  same  lime  republican, 
principle — our  ieiations  with  the  Indian  tribes — our 
partial  system  of  domestic  slavery — and  our  pro- 
vincial or  territorial  system,  are  all  full  enough  of 
perplexities  to  put  this  experiment  of  government 
to  its  severest  trial.  Indeed,  sir,  parties  have  a 
tendency  to  organize  themselves  not  so  much  upon 
measures  of  policy  as  upon  abstract  questions  of 
constilutional  construction.  This  tendency  of  party 
is  greatly  injurious,  by  producing  political  sophisms 
ai  d refined  theories  which  override  every  practical 
power  for  good  conferred  by  our  constitution. 

The  land  question  is  not  properly  a question  of 
power,  and  yet  incidently  it  involves  considerations 
of  that  character.  Over  the  public  domain  which 
lies  within  the  limits  of  the  organized  states,  the 
United  States  seem  to  have  something  more  than  a 
simple  property  jurisdiction  or  a mere  private  own- 
ership. This  is  proved  by  their  right  to  make  laws 
for  its  convenience  and  government,  and  by  their 
power  to  protect  their  possessions,  and  to  determine 
all  questions  concerning  (hose  lands  in  courts  of 
their  own  creation.  Such  powers  are  appurtenant 
to  a species  of  territorial  sovereignty. 

I concur  fully  with  senators  who  have  ascrib- 
ed so  great  importance  to  the  measure  now  bel'ote 
us.  If  we  regard  it  merely  as  a question  of  fi- 
nance, it  carries  a grave  and  serious  import.  Not 
the  least  among  the  high  functions  of  government  is 
its  power  to  raise  and  expend  money.  Next  to  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  to  place  under  the  arbi- 
trament of  the  sword  the  life  and  fortune  of  the 
citizen,  t he  power  to  raise  revenue  is  the  highest 
prerogative  of  sovereignty.  Of  equal  importance 
is  it  if  we  have  respect  to  Ihe  question  of  popula- 
tion or  settlement  and  of  social  organization.  These 
difficulties  are  increased  by  the  medium  through 
which  senators  choose  to  regard  the  subject.  While 
the  senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton),  com- 
plains that  we  will  not  treat  the  public  domain  as 
a fund  for  revenue,  the  senalor  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Anderson),  contends  that  it  is  by  no  means 
to  be  considered  as  a question  of  finance.  Concur- 
ring fully  as  I do  with  the  honorable  senator  who 


introduced  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  in  the  pro- 
priety of  a permanent  pre-emption  law,  I protest 
against  the  justice  of  the  remarks  with  which  he  ac- 
companied its  introduction,  and  to  which  I shall  have 
occasion  hererfter  to  advert.  My  purpose  now  is 
merely  to  express  my  regret,  that  a measure  so  inte- 
resting, and,  I may  add,  beneficent,  as  the  final  dis- 
position of  our  public  domain,  could  not  be  presented 
to  this  body  without  a conjuration  of  influences  well 
calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our  legisla- 
tion— influences  which  have  lately  been  aroused  in 
the  conflict  of  contending  parties,  and  which  had 
expended  themselves  in  the  most  conclusive  demon- 
strations at  the  ballot  box. 

To  one  or  all  of  these  causes  it  is  owing  that  onr 
statute  book  groans  under  the  weight  of  enactment 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  our  land  system. 
Since  the  colonial  and  agrarian  system  of  Rome,  no 
nation  has  half  such  a complication  of  laws  regu- 
lating its  domain.  It  may  well  be  conceived  that 
so  extensive  and  fertile  a territory  would  be  a pro- 
•lific  subject  of  legislation.  Our  entire  domain  is 
computed  at  1,0S5,536',252  acres  of  land,  to  about 

400.000. 000  of  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  remains  unextinguished  to  near 

700.000. 000  acres.  Of  this  vast  domain,  about 
seven-ninths  lies  east,  and  two-ninths  west  of  the 
Rocky  mountains.  As  yet  we  have  sold  to  indi- 
viduals a little  upwards  of  80,000,000  acres,  and  if 
we  add  to  that  grants  and  reservations  to  slates  in- 
dividuals, &c.  there  will  still  remain  more  than 

900.000. 000  acres  in  which  the  United  States  has  a 
proprietary  interest. 

Nature  stamps  upon  these  teeming  acres  their 
uses  for  the  abode  ol  man,  and  for  the  development 
not  only  of  the  physical  but  of  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual energies  of  the  Caucasian  race.  Extend- 
ing to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  retiring 
savage  shall  give  place  to  the  Anglo- Saxon,  to  il- 
lustrate in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  upon  the  last 
great  drama  where  it  can -be  seen,  the  triumphs  of 
civilization,  of  liberty,  and  of  religion. 

Already  upon  a considerable  part  of  (his  domain 
have  these  great  purposes  begun  their  accomplish- 
ment. Of  the  territory  above  mentioned,  an  erea  of 
about  250,000,000  acres  has  been  organized  into 
republican  states,  and  nine  more  stars  of  virgin  lus- 
tre shine  resplendent  in  the  galaxy  of  the  union. 

The  bill  and  amendments  before  us  contemplate  a 
permanent  and  conclusive  adjustment  of  the  interest 
of  the  United  Slates  in  this  domain,  and  from  the 
general  view  which  we  have  taken  of  its  uses  and 
of  the  nature  of  the  trust  with  which  the  govern- 
ment is  invested  in  regard  to  it,  we  are  prepared  to 
discuss  the  several  principles  and  details  involved 
in  the  bill  and  proposed  amendments. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  land  policy,  settlement 
and  occupancy  seem  to  have  been  the  object  of  the 
government.  It  is  true  that  largesses  have  never 
been  proposed,  nor  bounties  awarded,  to  induce  a 
cultivation  of  our  wild  domain.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  government  has,  with  all  possible  expedition, 
from  time  to  time,  extinguished  the  Indian  title, 
and  thrown  the  lands  into  market.  The  Indian 
claim  removed,  no  other  obstacle  has  been  lelt  by 
our  laws  in  the  way  of  settlement,  no  limits  pre- 
scribed to  the  exploration  of  the  adventurous  pio- 
neer. Tne  method  of  settling  the  western  lands  in 
compact  masses  by  townships  at  a time  has  been 
always  repudiated.  The  government  has  incurred 
no  expense  to  protect  the  settlements;  no  garrisons 
or  military  posts  have  been  established  upon  our 
( ron tier  with  this  express  reference.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  has  been  lett  to  the  same  fearless  and  hardy 
spirit  of  individual  resolution  which  dared  to  en- 
counter the  obstacles  of  nature  and  the  terrors  of 
the  forest  to  defend  the  pioneers  againsl  the  maraud- 
ing incursions  of  their  savage  neighbors.  The  rifle 
and  the  axe  have  gone  together  into  the  wilderness, 
borne  by  the  same  hand.  The  mother  has  left  the 
couch,  where  her  infant  reposed,  to  watch  over  the 
labors  of  the  backwoodsman  while  engaged  in  his 
daily  and  toilsome  task,  and  lo  give  the  first  alarm 
against  the  treachery  of  the  Indian,  and  the  hour  of 
midnight  repose  has  been  rendered  secure  only  by 
the  guardianship  of  tile  hunter  sentinel. 

In  such  away  as  this,  sir,  have  your  great  tra- 
montane valleys  been  settled;  until  now,  security 
has  succeeded  to  danger,  and  tile  alarms  of  a border 
war  are  drowned  in  the  noisy  tread  of  commerce 
and  speculation.  The  pioneer  has  borne  the  dangers 
of  the  adventure,  shall  he  not  reap  its  honors  and 
rewards?  Unaided,  unregarded,  unrecompensed,  he 
has  laid,  in  virtue  and  in  peace,  the  foundations  of 
several  of  your  most  powerful  states,  strengthened 
the  bonds  of  your  confederacy,  added  new  interest 
to  your  commerce,  augmented  sources  to  your  re- 
venues, security  to  your  liberties,  and  fre^h  glories 
to  your  empire.  Will  you  now  withdraw  from  him 
your  patronage  when  first  it  begins  to  be  valuable? 
or,  rather,  will  you  not  confirm  to  him  his  ancient 
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charter?  Is  the  same  wise  and  liberal  policy  yet 
to  continue,  of  covering  this  continent  with  republi- 
can states,  or  is  the  sordid  grip  of  avarice  to  ar- 
rest this  march  of  civil  liberty  towards  its  utmost 
destination?  Is  this  paternal  government  willing  to 
adopt  the  motto 

“Quaerenda  pecunia  primum  est,  virtus  post  nummos,’’ 
to  postpone  the  highest  political  interests  of  its  peo- 
ple to  a consideration  of  revenue? 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  almost  every  deed 
of  cession  from  the  states,  and  in  both  the  trea- 
ties -with  France  and  Spain  for  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  guaranties  are  contained 
securing  to  the  people  of  the  acquired  territory  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  free  and  equal 
admission  into  the  union.  If,  then,  even  in  our  fo- 
reign negotiations  this  appears  to  be  a fundamental 
object,  let  us  not  thwart  by  our  domestic  policy  the 
earliest  attainment  of  so  great  an  end.  Let  revenue 
be  a mere  incidental  consideration,  or,  in  the  ex- 
pressive and  simple  language  of  a member  of  the 
first  congress,  “let  us  make  the  best  of  liberty,  our 
people,  and  our  land.” 

Senators  object  to  the  pre-emption  policy  mainly 
. upon  these  grounds: 

1.  That  it  injures  our  exchequer  by  diminishing 
the  price  received  for  the  lands. 

2.  That,  by  conferring  privileges  and  bounties 
upon  the  people  of  the  new  states,  it  is  partial  in  its 
operation  and  unjust  to  the  people  of  the  old  states. 

3.  That  it  produces  an  unnatural  and  forced  drain 
upon  the  population  of  the  old  states.  And 

4.  That  it  engenders  a spirit  of  insurbordination 
to  the  laws,  and  will  lead  to  mischievous  riots  and 
excesses  by  tolerating  a scramble  for  the  public 
property. 

To  the  first  objection,  I reply,  that,  belore  the 
former  pre-emption  laws  had  operated  to  any  ex- 
tent, the  gross  average  at  which  the  lands  have 
been  sold  since  the  present  minimum  price  was 
established  is  about  one  dollar  and  thirty  cents  per 
acre.  The  inconsiderable  loss  of  five  cents  per  acre 
does  not  weigh  a feather  in  the  scale  against  the 
equity  of  pre-emption.  To  appease  even  the  ill- 
founded  complaints  of  a single  state  having  public 
lands  within  its  borders,  you  ought  not  to  hesitate  to 
make  so  small  a sacrifice.  You  have  assessed  the 
value  of  the  lands  at  $1  25  per  acre.  Why  should 
you  expose  them  to  sale  at  auction?  Many  of  those 
lands  are  not  worth  the  minimum  price,  and  yet 
you  refuse,  and  for  good  reasons,  to  graduate  them 
downwards.  Why  should  you  graduate  them  up- 
wa  ds?  In  any  department  of  business  there  are 
evils  in  the  auction  system,  and  it  ought  to  be  avoid- 
ed when  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  It  is  the  parent 
frequently  of  ruinous  speculation,  arising  from  an 
undue  competition,  which  such  an  occasion  gene- 
rally arouses.  Upon  the  commerce  of  our  citizens 
we  lay  an  equal  duty,  and  do  not  sell  the  protection 
of  our  navy  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  facilities  of 
the  public  mail  and  the  privileges  of  the  patent  of- 
fice are  atforded  at  fixed  rates.  No  part  of  our  re- 
venue except  from  land,  is  raised  in  the  shambles. 
Goverment  offers  none  of  its  favors,  none  of  its  pri- 
vileges, to  the  cupidity  of  wealth,  save  the  domicil 
of  the  poor  man,  of  which,  by  conquest  or  purchase, 
it  lias  become  the  lord  paramount. 

The  second  objection  assumes  what  I cannot 
grant — “that  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  a bounty 
or  a privilege.”  The  pre-emptor  pays  a fair  equi- 
valent for  his  right,  of  more  value  in  the.end  to  the 
government  than  the  higher  price  which  the  capi- 
talist might  bid  at  auction.  Foregoing  now  the 
argument  of  increased  resources  and  augmented  na- 
tional wealth  produced  by  conveying  the  lands  to 
the  actual  occupant  and  cultivator,  I urge  the  con- 
sideration of  enhanced  value  given  to  the  adjacent 
lands  by  improvements  in  their  neighborhood.  How 
much  ttie  sale  of  this  class  of  lands  has  been  hasten- 
ed by  such  causes  it  is  impossible  to  estimate,  but 
I venture  the  assertion  that  your  treasury,  enriched 
as  it  has  been  from  every  source,  including  the 
twenty-five  millions  of  treasury  notes  which  have 
been  issued,  could  not  stand  the  shock  of  yielding 
up  its  gains  derived  in  this  very  way.  Is  it  more 
in  the  nature  of  bounty  to  give  these  lands  for  a 
fixed  price  to  the  first  occupant,  to  the  most  indus- 
trious citizen,  than  to  the  wealthiest,  who  may  per- 
chance bid  more  than  they  are  worth?  But  in  what 
respect  is  this  system  unjust  to  the  people  of  the 
old  states?  Certainly,  the  lands  are  not  a fund  for 
individual  aggrandizement  and  profit.  Whatever 
relation  the  government,  as  the  trustee  of  the  lands, 
bears  to  the  states  upon  the  great  principles  of  equity, 
which  I shall  by  and  by  discuss,  it  can  be  under  no 
obligation  to  parcel  the  domain  out  per  capita  among 
the  individual  masses  of  people.  The  people  of  the 
old  states,  remaining  such,  cannot  complain  that  a 
purchase  is  denied  to  them  for  purposes  of  invest- 
ment and  speculation  (I  do  not  like  the  word) 
which  is  allowed  to  him  who  is  willing  to  join  the 


new  community  in  the  wilderness,  to  lay  his  hearth- 
stone and  to  build  his  altar  there.  If  the  govern- 
ment does  not  hold  tfiese  lands  in  trust  for  individual 
advantage,  then  it  has  a right  to  fix  what  principles 
it  pleases  for  their  sale  and  disposition;  and  surely  no 
complaint  can  justly  be  made  when  those  principles 
are  friendly  to  the  earliest  development  of  the  social 
and  political  system,  and  to  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion within  the  limits  of  the  new  territory.  Of  this  I 
defy  refutation. 

I am  willing  to  accord  a character  of  plausibility 
to  the  third  objection  to  pre-emptions,  above  enu- 
merated. Perhaps  the  tendency  of  American  en- 
terprise is  too  much  to  a diffusive  population.  To 
every  section  of  the  union  the  government  owes  an 
equal  patronage,  and  no  pratriotic  citizen  of  the 
west  would  desire  to  see  his  own  section  built  up 
at  the  expense  of  the  sister  states.  Especially 
would  no  western  statesman  commend  himself  10  his 
constituents  by  the  enactment  of  partial  laws.  The 
chain  of  dependance  is  such  between  the  most  dis- 
tant portions  of  our  confederacy,  that  one  cannot  be 
injuriously  affected  without  sensible  loss  to  the 
other.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  restrain  the 
emigrating  spirit  of  our  countrymen,  and  no  better 
rule  can  be  adopted  than  to  leave  each  one  free  to 
follow  those  impulses  which  point  to  his  own  pros- 
perity and  happiness.  While  the  rewards  of  agri- 
culture in  the  rich  and  fertile  plains  west  of  the 
mountains  are  more  tempting  to  the  citizen  than  the 
appropriate  pursuits  to  which  those  are  destined 
who  remain  in  the  Allantic  states,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  check  that  virtuous  ambition  which  is 
emulous  to  reach  them.  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
agriculture  is  the  almost  universal  pursuit  of  the 
western  emigrant;  and  the  more  this  proportion  of 
our  population  increases,  the  more  our  real  indepen- 
dence is  secured,  and  the  faster  our  national  wealth 
is  augmented.  I am  not  about  to  adopt  the  exclu- 
sive and  exploded  doctrine  of  the  economists,  which 
denied  the  productive  quality  to  the  operations  of 
commerce  and  to  the  labors  of  the  artisan;  but  I do 
contend  that  the  agricultural  employment  is  the 
best  adapted  to  the  genius  of  our  people,  and  to  the 
condition  of  our  country,  and  that  it  ought,  and  ever 
will,  I trust,  maintain  a proud  preponderance.  Need 
I remind  you,  sir,  that  this  class,  in  every  emergency, 
will  be  the  prop  and  stay  of  our  republic?  that  here 
the  virtues  which  shall  save  our  institutions  will 
find  their  true  abiding  place,  and  that  sedition  and 
misrule  never  enter  the  peaceful  domicil  of  the  hus- 
bandman? 

But  there  is  a view  of  this  subject  which  takes 
off  the  edge  of  the  objection  we  are  discussing.  It 
is,  that,  although  emigration  may  be  too  rapid  from 
tiie  old  states  to  the  new,  the  nature  of  our  pursuits 
is  such  that  there  is  a constant  circulation  of  our  po- 
pulation. Though,  in  the  process  of  this  migtity 
provincial  accretion  which  has  so  astonished  us  with 
its  growth,  the  blood  may  be  forced  through  the  arte- 
ries in  unusual  currents  to  the  extremities,  yet  the 
self-restoring  effort  of  nature  shall  return  it  through 
a thousand  veins  to  the  seat  of  life.  The  traveller 
from  the  old  states,  after  many  days,  wiil  return  with 
the  spoils  of  industry,  and  pour  the  greatful  offering 
into  the  maternal  lap. 

A single  word  or  two,  sir,  shall  suffice  in  reply  to 
the  fourth  objection.  It  is  in  effect  “a  beginning  of 
the  question,”  for  if  you  invite  the  occupant  to  take 
possession  of  your  lands,  he  ceases  to  be  a trespas- 
ser. Your  act  of  1S07  forbade  trespasses  upon  the 
public  lands,  and  yet  how  little  has  the  moral  sense 
of  the  community  been  shocked  by  the  frequent  and 
constantly  recurring  violations  of  that  act  which  we 
have  witnessed.  The  universal  sentiment  of  the 
nation  has  pronounced  it  a dead  letter.  Can  he  who 
seeks  a home  and  a domicil  for  his  wife  and  his 
children  offend  against  any  rule  ofsociet}?  In  vain 
do  you  set  up  the  artificial  authority  of  any  law 
against  so  holy  a purpose!  ilestrict  your  pre  emption 
law  to  the  actual  settler;  cut  up  speculation  by  the 
roots;  and  your  statute  book  will  suffer  no  reproach, 
nor  opprobrium  rest  upon  your  authority  from  any 
of  the  acts  which  you  fear.  That  there  will  be  no 
strife  or  violent  contention  among  the  several  be- 
neficiaries of  the  pre  emption  law,  the  experience 
of  the  past  sufficiently  proves.  The  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Indiana  (within  my  own  observation)  has 
been  settled  by  pre-emptors.  A more  orderly,  in- 
dustrious, or  better  regulated  community'  is  not  to  be 
found. 

The  argument  in  favor  of  pre  emptious  is  so  preg- 
nant, that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  adduce  the 
authority  of  other  governments  which  have  uni- 
formly extended  the  kindest  protection  towards  their 
infant  settlements.  Fiom  the  time  when  the  wan- 
dering Scythian  roamed  from  one  hunting  ground  or 
pasturage  to  another,  as  his  brief  annual  tenure 
would  expire — from  the  period  of  the  folkland  and 
bookland  of  the  ancient  Saxon — there  has  been  no 
mercenary  legislation  upon  lands.  The  far-famed 


agrarian  lavvs  of  Rome  were  designed  to  aid  and 
protect  the  colonist.  The  states  of  our  own  confe- 
deracy have  either  surrendered  their  lands  to  settlers 
or  sold  them  at  a nominal  price.  We  are  all  con- 
versant with  that  force  of  public  opinion  which  con- 
strained Massachusetts  to  pass  laws  requiring  the 
successful  plaintiff  in  ejectment  to  pay  the  occupy- 
ing claimant  for  wdiat  they  termed  his  “betterments,” 
answering  to  be  “melioramcnta”  of  the  civil  law,  or 
the  “improvements”  of  the  western  squatter.  A 
rigorous  policy  against  the  settler  would  be  alike  in 
violation  of  contemporary  settlement  and  of  all  the 
lights  of  experience. 

But  senators  say  that  the  new  states,  not  con- 
tent with  bearing  the  palm  of  successful  rivalry  from 
their  older  sisters,  have  really  outstripped  them- 
selves, and  have  asserted  the  rights  of  majority'  be- 
fore they  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Grant  that  this  is  tiue,  sir.  We  have  at  least  the 
proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  our  greatness  has 
not  “been  thrust  upon  us.”  It  is  a trophy  of  our 
own  achieving.  We  glory  in  the  fact  that  in  our 
infancy,  in  our  wilderness  state,  we  have  earned 
the  honors  of  manhood.  We  boast  not  strength 
alone,  but  wisdom.  In  the  ordinance  of  1787,  be- 
fore the  birth  of  yrour  constitution,  we  taught  yrou 
the  principles  of  civil  liberty.  It  is  a singular  fact 
that,  in  an  ordinance  creating  a government  design- 
ed to  be  temporary,  those  great  principles  should 
be  laid  down  as  the  fundamental  basis  of  our  society, 
and  expressed  to  be  forever  binding  and  irrevocable 
upon  the  people  and  states  thereafter  to  arise.  Like 
Hannibal,  we  were  consecrated  to  liberty  in  our 
infancy,  and  now  that  our  noon-day  sun  is  cul- 
minating upon  the  continent,  we  conjure  you  to 
appiehend  no  evil,  nor  to  fear  influences,  how- 
ever, powerful,  which  are  thus  benign.  Let  se- 
nators remember,  when  they  are  disposed  to  mete 
out  their  favors  with  a sparing  hand,  under  what 
difficulties,  under  what  discouragements,  and  un- 
der what  painful  perils  our  early  settlements  were 
effected.  Let  them  remember  how,  even  in  later 
times,  it  has  cost  us  all  our  resources  to  settle  down 
as  owners  upon  the  frowning  forest.  The  state  of 
Indiana  has  an  area  of  upwards  of  twenty-two  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and  her  citizens  have  already  contri- 
buted to  the  national  treasury,  as  the  price  of  their 
demesness,  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
Indiana  has  barely  passed  her  minority.  How,  after 
sucli  exhaustion,  has  their  industry  been  taxed  to 
cultivate  and  stock  their  farms  and  to  procure  that 
bountiful  subsistence  which  an  American  citizen 
demands. 

Yon  have  been  reminded,  sir,  by  way  of checking 
too  gratuitous  a spirit  towards  the  new  states,  of  the 
bounty  and  munificence,  or,  as  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pkeston),  eloquently  ex- 
preses  it,  of  the  justice  (for  what  higher  attribute 
can  be  claimed  in  these  degenerate  ages?)  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  other  conceding  states,  in  surrendering 
their  rich  possessions  to  the  union.  The  new  states 
congratulate  themselves  upon  this  result.  They 
congratulate  (he  union.  Had  the  states  retained  this 
territory  we  should  not  now  perhaps  have  been  in 
the  hands  of  a paternal  government  boasting  its  re- 
deemed guaranty  for  our  admission  into  the  union. 
Wiskonsan,  Iowa,  Florida,  would  not  have  held  that 
guaranty  yet  to  be  faithfully  and  speedily  perform- 
ed. The  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  would 
have  been  a mere  appendage  to  the  Old  Dominion. 
Louisiana,  in  all  probability,  would  not  have  been 
acquired,  nor  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  se- 
cured. We  should  not  now  have  boasted  N.  Orleans, 
the  peerless  exporting  city  of  this  continent;  nor 
would  our  great  staple- growing  region  of  the  south 
have  had  the  valleys  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  the 
Ohio,  the  Illinois  and  the  Wabash,  to  pour  five  of 
duty  their  abundant  and  ceaseless  supplies  into  her 
bosom,  thus  giving  to  her  annual  eighty  millions  of 
exports  one-third  of  the  element  of  their  value. 

As  a representative  of  western  interests,  I do  not 
complain  of  partial  or  unequal  laws;  but  it  cannot 
be  forgotten  that  commerce  has  its  costly  defences, 
and  manufactures  a protection  springing  from  your 
laws.  Of  necessity,  almost,  the  pecuniary  patron- 
age of  the  government  is  limited  to  the  seaboard. 
In  pioportion  to  its  numbers,  the  west  is  the  largest 
tax  paying  section  of  our  country,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  not  an  article  of  import  is  produced 
there.  These  drains  upon  our  industry  we  submit 
to  with  an  uncomplaining  temper.  But  we  cannot 
forget  the  equity  which  such  considerations  raise 
when  you  are  called  to  pass  laws  upon  subjects 
peculiarly  affecting  our  interests.  Our  staples  are 
the  agricultural  products,  which  seem  to  be  placed 
beyond  the  pale  of  constitutional  protection.  Com- 
pared with  the  magnitude  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
all  the  other  products  of  labor  in  this  country  sink 
into  utter  insignificance.  Commerce  has  its  one 
hundred  millions  of  exports,  and  an  equal  amount 
of  inipoi ts,  and  our  manufactures  doubtless  trim- 
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scend  these  sums  in  amount,  but  agriculture,  tower- 
ing above  all.  ascends  to  two  thousand  millions  per 
annum.  No  nation  can  be  perfectly  independent 
which  does  not  raise  its  own  brearistuffs;  and  the 
highest  condition  of  social  happiness  and  prosperity 
is  attained  when  other  interests  to  he  sure  are  flour- 
ishing, but  when  the  agricultural  interest  maintains 
the  ascendant.  In  every  vicissitude  of  trade,  and  in 
every  revulsion  of  government,  while  famine  and 
distress  too  often  mark  their  desolating  career  in 
other  countries,  in  peace  and  in  war,  our  teeming 
soil  continues  to  yield  its  fruits  to  the  labor  of  the 
husbandman,  and  our  barns  and  granaries  lo  furnish 
perpetual  resources  for  the  life  of  man.  No  event 
in  history  is  associated  with  such  a mass  of  human 
happiness,  present  and  prospective,  as  (he  settlement 
of  our  western  country,  by  multiplying  and  chea- 
pening the  food  upon  which  man  subsists.  But  I 
will  not  press  this  topic  further.  The  people  of  the 
west,  in  their  growing  strength,  expect  from  con- 
gress just  and  considerate  laws,  not  so  much  from 
their  power  to  enforce  them  as  from  the  enlightened 
appreciation  in  which  their  claims  must  be  held  by 
the  entire  union. 

It  is  [natter  of  regret  that  the  dignity  of  these 
claims  should  be  disparaged,  or  suspicion  be  thrown 
upon  them,  by  the  manner  in  which  the  present  bill 
was  introduced  into  the  senate.  When  pre-emp- 
tion laws  become  the  mere  foot-ball  of  party,  or  are 
converted  into  an  engine  for  political  warfare,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  they  fail  to  command  that  general 
assent  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The  honorable 
member  who  brought  in  this  bill  remarked,  upon 
its  introduction,  that  the  federal  party  (as  he  was 
pleased  to  term  the  whig  party)  had,  in  the  recent 
presidential  canvass,  shown  so  devoted  a love  for 
log  cabins  and  their  inmates,  he  was  fearful  they 
would  anticipate  the  friends  of  the  administration  in 
presenting  the  measure  of  a permanent  pre-emp- 
tion— and  lie  therefore  hastened  to  submit  the  pro- 
posed measure.  Sir,  the  significant  title  prefixed 
to  this  bill,  if  it  shall  not  be  interpreted  as  ironical 
upon  its  worthy  beneficiaries,  has  at  least  that  as- 
pect in  reference  to  one  of  the  great  parties  engag- 
ed in  the  recent  presidential  struggle.  Certainly, 
sir,  either  the  bill  or  its  title,  or  some  other  associa- 
tions, have  produced  in  this  debate  not  a little  rail- 
ery  against  the  emblems  adopted,  for  good  cause, 
by  the  v\bigs  in  the  late  contest.  The  freight  with 
which  this  pre-emption  vessel  is  laden  is  accepta- 
ble to  my  constituents,  but  they  like  not  the  Hag 
under  which  she  sails.  In  a word,  sir,  it  cannot  be 
concealed  that  this  measure  is  intended  to  over- 
reach the  action  of  the  coming  administration,  and 
either  to  force  that  administration  into  an  antago- 
nist posilion,  or  obnubilate  its  glories  by  this  forced 
and  sudden  interposition  of  a policy  for  which  Ihe 
country  was  as  rife  eight  eight  years  ago  as  now'. 
It  matters  not  to  me,  however,  w'hether  this  con- 
summation be  achieved  under  the  star  of  general 
Harrison — whether  it  be  the  concomitant  of  that 
series  of  conservative  and  patriotic  measures  which 
are  to  restore  the  character  of  the  age  and  to  elevate 
our  institutions — or  whether  now  urged  on  by  in- 
fluences no  longer  to  be  resisted,  the  measure  has 
been  precipitated  upon  11s  by  the  stern  virtue  which 
is  felt  and  appreciated,  and,  I may  add,  feared,  in 
the  character  of  general  Harrison,  and  by  that  pow- 
erful voice  of  the  people  which  has  pronounced  his 
election. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  a final  settlement 
of  the  land  question,  as  proposed  by  the  bili,  two 
antagonist  measures  have  been  presented  to  the  se- 
nate. That  contained  in  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Critten 
den ) proposes  to  grant  to  the  actual  settler  whose 
estate  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  $1. 000  the  right 
of  pre  eruption  to  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceed 
ing  320  acres,  and  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  Ihe  public  lands  among  the  several  states  of 
the  union  in  just  and  equitable  proportions.  The 
other,  proposed  bv  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  contemplates  a 
cession  of  tire  public  lands  to  the  several  states 
within  whose  limits  they  lie,  upon  conditions,  the 
principal  of  which  are,  that  the  states  shall  annual- 
ly pay  to  the  general  government  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds,  and  that  the  cession 
“shall  he  in  fu  1 of  the  five  per  cent,  fund,  or  any 
part  thereof  not  already  accrued  to  any  state;  and 
the  said  states  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all 
charges  that  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  surveys, 
sales  and  management  of  the  public  lands  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  title  w ithin  Ihe  limitsof  said 
states  respectively.”  It  also  provides  that  the 
states  may  pass  pre-emption  and  graduation  laws. 
I shall  first  consider  the  amendment  of  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina. 

T object  to  this  scheme  as  unsettling  the  whole 
land  system  approved  by  the  experience  of  forty 
'years;  as  destroying  that  uniformity  which  has  con 


tributed  so  much,  not  only  to  the  security  of  titles,  I 
but  to  the  value  of  improvements  made  upon  the 
newly  purchased  lands.  It  transfers  the  muniments 
of  title  from  the  archives  of  this  government  to  the 
custody  of  the  executives  of  the  several  states,  the 
forms  of  conveyance  of  course  to  be  devised  by  the 
authorities  of  those  states.  It  creates  new  respon- 
sibilities unknown  to  the  constitution  and  danger- 
ous to  our  revenues.  Who  can  believe  that  the 
states  will  meet  pecuniary  engagements  ofthis  kind 
with  promptitude?  Your  law's  cannot  enforce  their 
collection,  and  your  only  reliance  is  upon  the  faith 
of  Ihe  states.  In  original  engagements  of  the  se- 
veral states  with  the  world,  their  plighted  faith  will 
be  a sufficient  guaranty  for  the  redemption  of  any 
pecuniary  obligation.  But  here  the  case  is  very 
different.  This  proposition  creates  relations  be- 
tween the  states  and  the  federal  government  not 
very  dissimilar  to  Ihose  which  existed  under  the  old 
articles  of  confederation.  A principal  inducement 
for  abolishing  the  old  confederacy  w'as,  because  re- 
quisitions for  money  (even  for  so  serious  a consi- 
deration as  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  debt) 
made  by  congress  upon  the  states  was  not  regard- 
ed. The  failure  of  a single  debtor  state  to  meet 
engagements  imposed  by  this  measure  would  pro  - 
duce  dissatisfaction,  and  justify  a like  remissness  on 
the  part  of  others.  In  every  aspect  of  the  case,  the 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  the  states 
and  this  government  is  to  be  deprecated;  but,  when 
that  relation  is  relied  upon  to  supply  a considerable 
portion  of  our  current  revenue,  it  can  result  only  in 
disaster  and  disappointment  until  the  sense  of  obli- 
gation shall  ultimately  be  broken.  But  one  expe- 
riment of  the  kind  has  been  made  since  the  era  of 
our  constitution,  and  that  was  in  the  act  of  1836 
depositing  forty  millions  of  our  surplus  revenue 
with  the  states.  From  the  moment  that  this  act 
was  passed,  and  in  contravention  of  its  very  terms, 
the  sense  of  the  nation  has  pronounced  it  a distribu- 
tion and  not  a deposite  act.  That  fund  (or  rather 
so  much  of  it  as  was  deposited)  has  ceased  to  be- 
long to  the  resources  of  the  federal  government;  and 
he  who  would  treat  it  as  such  subjects  himself  to 
the  just  animadversion  of  every  practical  man. 

But  if,  for  any  purpose,  and  particularly  for  reve- 
nue purposes,  it  is  unwise  and  hazardous  to  involve 
Ihe  states  in  a condition  of  indebtedness  to  the 
union,  how  is  the  argument  strengthened  and  the 
danger  increased  when  the  consideration  of  that  in- 
debtedness is  the  price  of  their  own  domain!  Some 
of  the  states  have  already  asserted  that  the  proprie- 
tary interest  of  this  government  in  these  lands,  and 
the  authority  necessarily  assumed  in  consequence 
thereof,  is  in  derogation  of  the  rights  and  sovereign- 
ty of  the  states.  Such  doctrines  have  been  held,  I 
believe,  at  least  in  Alabama  and  Missouri  They 
have  been  advocated  by  prominent  members,  both 
upon  this  floor  and  in  the  other  branch  of  congress. 
I can  regard  this  amendment  in  no  other  lighi  Ilian 
as  an  entering  wedge  for  the  surrender  of  all  the 
public  domain  to  the  states  where  it  lies.  What, 
sir,  are  the  principles  of  the  contemplated  cession? 
Not  surely  the  employment  of  the  states  as  agents 
merely  of  this  government  for  the  sale  of  the  lands, 
but  a transfer  to  them  in  their  own  right,  by  virtue 
of  a contract  of  purchase.  It  was  so  treated  by  the 
committee  oil  public  lands  at  the  last  session,  who 
were  friendly  to  the  measure.  The  amendment  ex 
vi  termini  recognises  a certain  right  on  the  part  ol 
the  states  to  control  these  lands,  at  least  so  strong 
an  equity  as  to  render  it  improper  in  this  govern- 
ment further  to  direct  their  management.  How 
long  will  it  be  after  a cession  made  under  such  mo- 
tives and  impulses,  until  the  states,  habituated  to 
regard  these  lands  in  the  first  instance  as  their  own, 
shall  forget  the  secondary  obligation  of  yielding 
sixly-five  per  cent,  of  their  proceeds  to  the  general 
treasury?  By  this  act  you  weaken,  nav,  almost 
destroy,  the  sanction  of  the  old  deeds  of  cession 
from  the  original  states,  which  now  cannot  be  vio- 
lated without  convulsion,  and  tempt  the  states  to 
forget  a contract  which,  after  the  lapse  of  a little 
time,  shall  seem  to  carry  with  it  no  moral  obligation. 
I sum  up  all  when  I say  that  the  success  of  this 
measure  is  the  loss  of  the  lands. 

I forbear  to  treat  of  the  objection  which  other 
senators  have  handled,  of  Ihe  great  inequality  of 
this  plan  among  the  several  states  to  which  the  ces- 
sion is  to  be  made,  further  than  to  qnole  a passage 
upon  that  subject  from  the  report  of  a committee  in 
the  Indiana  legislature,  made  in  February  last. — 
They  say: 

“Besides  the  objections  that  will  be  made  to  this 
measure  by  the  old  states,  its  gross  inequality  can- 
not make  it  generally  acceptable  to  the  new  states. 
The  portion  allotted  to  Indiana  would  be  double 
that  of  Ohio.  Illinois  would  in  like  manner  quad- 
ruple Indiana,  Missouri,  Arkansas  arid  Michigan 
likewise.  The  result  would  be,  that  those  states 
are  to  have  the  least  benefit  who  have  borne  the 


heat  and  burden  of  the  day.  The  settlement  of 
Michigan,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  has  been  comparatively  easy  to  that 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  They  have  endured  no  de- 
vastating wars,  their  homes  have  not  been  pil- 
laged and  destroyed  and  their  citizens  massacred, 
as  ours  have  been;  nor  have  they  paid  into  the  an- 
tional  cotters  any  thing  like  the  sums  of  money  that 
Ohio  and  Indiana  have  done.  Therefore,  this  mea- 
sure of  Mr.  Calhoun,  so  unequal  in  all  its  bearings, 
cannot  be  acceptable,  especially  to  Indiana.” 

To  this  I will  only  add,  that  it  is  impossible  so 
unequal  a system  can  endure;  and,  in  its  destruc- 
tion, it  is  inevitable  that  the  states  will  stand  by  the 
deeds  you  have  given  them,  stipped  of  all  condition. 
In  such  a dilemma,  of  but  little  avail  will  be  the 
defeasance  in  your  deed,  or  your  reversionary  in- 
terest. 

The  committee  of  this  body  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  last  session  did  not  attempt  a vindication  of 
this  measure  upon  any  ground  of  economy  or  right, 
but  base  their  recommendation  upon  the  equity  due 
to  the  new  states,  and  upon  the  impracticability  of 
the  subject  as  a topic  of  federal  legislation;  and,  as 
if  doubting  the  validity  of  their  own  argument,  they 
attempt  to  lessen  the  importance  of  the  matter  by 
disparaging  the  fund  deemed  to  be  available  out  of 
the  public  domain.  I shall  not  attempt  to  follow 
the  committee  through  the  intricate  process  of  rea- 
soning by  which  they  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
present  value  of  all  the  unsold  lands  in  (lie  nine 
states  upon  which  this  amendment  would  operate, 
(being  160,000,000  acres),  amounts  only  to  the  sum 
of  $26,400,000,  or  about  17  cents  per  acre,  although 
it  would  be  difficult  to  assent  to  such  an  estimate. 
The  committee,  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  sub- 
ject, should  have  looked  at  that  boundless  territory 
which  lies  west  of  the  states  immediately  named  in 
the  amendment,  and  which  will  claim  its  benefits 
the  moment  they  are  admitted  into  the  confederacy. 
It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  their  claim  can  be  resisted, 
nor  do  I imagine  that  the  advocates  of  this  plan 
contemplate  any  other  result.  The  consequence  is, 
that  Iowa,  or  any  of  the  territories,  coming  into  the 
union  with  60,000  inhabitants,  will  claim  an  imme- 
diate cession  of  their  lands.  The  average  area  of 
the  western  states  is  30,000,000  acres;  this,  divided 
among  60,000  inhabitants,  would  be  500  acres  to 
each  person,  and  to  each  family  of  six  persons  3,000 
acres.  Thirty-five  per  cent,  of  tin's  (their  proper 
interest)  would  give  to  each  such  family  1,050 
acres.  What  an  appeal  to  the  cupidity  of  our  terri- 
torial inhabitants!  What  clamorous  demand  w ill  it 
beget,  on  the  part  of  the  territories,  for  premature 
admission  into  the  union!  What  conflicts  with 
your  authority!  How  will  the  gift  turn  to  poison  in 
their  cup,  arid  corrupt  the  legislation  of  the  infant 
states!  If  there  can  be  any  appliance  to  tempt  the 
population  from  the  old  stales  into  the  territories, 
the  wit  of  man  could  not  devise  a more  effectual 
one  than  this. 

But,  sir,  it  will  give  rise  to  other  and  unusual 
difficulties.  Tire  federal  government  will  be  back- 
ward to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the  terri- 
tories w hen  the  benefit  is  to  inure  to  the  people  of 
those  territories  as  soon  as  they  are  organized  into 
states.  The  uniform  policy  ol  the  government  lias 
been  to  extinguish  those  titles  as  fast  as  practica- 
ble; hut  now  that  the  neighboring  settlements  have 
rendered  the  Indian  lands  more  valuable,  there  will 
be  a constant  struggle  bet  ween . the  territories  and 
the  metropolitan  government  which  shall  avoid  the 
costly  sacrifice.  It  has  been  the  boast  of  our  insti- 
tutions that,  amidst  the  jarring  interests  of  states, 
the  government  has  always  preserved  the  most  pa- 
ternal relation  towards  iis  provincial  appendages, 
the  territories.  Let  t he  plan  of  cession  succeed, 
and  this  relation  will  be  bioken  up,  and  in  its  plare 
will  be  substituted  t he  most  cold  and  bitter  rivalry. 
One  of  the  states  named  in  the  amendment,  Michi- 
gan, lias  remaining  within  her  limits  about  eight 
millions  of  acres  of  Indian  lands.  These  lands  lie 
adjacent  to  Lake  Superior,  arid  are  of  little  value. 
You  had  not  man}-  thanks  from  Michigan  w hen  you 
gave  her  these  lands  in  lieuo  f those  valuable  pos- 
sessions on  the  Maumee  bay,  and  her  gratitude  will 
scare  ly  be  increased  when  you  require  her  to  pay 
out  of  her  own  coffers  for  the  extinction  of  the  In- 
dian title. 

I cannot  omit,  before  concluding  my  remarks  up- 
on this  topic,  to  inquire,  what  would  be  the  condi- 
tion of  Indiana  if  :his  cession  were  accepted?  Evi- 
dently one  of  positive  loss.  There  are  remaining 
within  the  limits  of  Indiana,  including  that  part  of 
the  Miami  reserve  not  yet  purchased,  unsold  lands 
amounting  to  5,706,508  acres.  From  this  deduct 
tlie  sixteenth  sections  reserved  for  school  purposes, 
arid  tlie  canal  lands,  (in  all  about  651,000  acres), and 
there  remain  5,055,008  acres.  A large  part  of  this 
is  refuse  land  which  has  been  in  market  from  twen- 
ty to  thirty  years.  The  whole  cannot  be  estimated 
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at  more  than  seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  making  a 
sum  of  $3,781,631.  Thirty-five  per  cent,  on  this 
amount  is  $1,327,070,  which  is  the  gross  smn  to  be 
retained  by  the  state.  Against  this  sum  we  have  to 
set  off  the  following  amounts: 

Gross  amounts  due  the  Miainies  and 

Pottawatamies  by  existing  treaties  $255,514 
Perpetual  annuities  under  those  treaties 
of  $38,070,  equal,  at  5 per  cent,  to  a 
capital  sum  of  761,400 

Three  per  cent,  fund  on  nett  amount  of 

$3,602,050  is  108,061 

Estimate  for  extinguishing  the  residue 

of  the  Miami  title  550,000 

Estimate  (by  the  commissioner  of  In- 
dian affairs)  for  expenses  of  emigra- 
tion of  the  Miamies  55,000 

Estimate  (by  the  commissioner  of  In- 
dian affairs)  for  their  subsistence  one 
year  36,666 

Five  per  cent,  estimated  expenses  of 
survey  and  sale  is  189,581 

1,956,252 

Estimate  by  topographical  bureau  for 
completing  Cumberland  road  in  In- 
diana 3,144,250 

$5,100,502 

So  that  the  state  of  Indiana,  without  including  the 
Cumberland  road,  would  be  loser  by  the  proposed 
cession  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars,  and,  with  the  loss 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  three  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  dollars.  The  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  in  recommending  this  measure,  expressly  say 
that  “their  report  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  sup- 
position that  expenditures  in  the  new  states  by  this 
government  for  internal  improvements  would  cease 
should  the  bill  pass;”  in  which  they  also  include 
the  annual  appropriations  for  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  They 
credit  (by  the  operation  of  the  bill)  the  federal go- 
vernment, and,  consequently,  charge  the  nine  states 
embiaced  in  the  bill,  among  other  things,  with  the 
withdrawal  from  those  states  of  the  following  ap- 
propriations: 

Grants  and  donations  of  land  (except 
the  sixteenth  sections)  $7,017,540 

Improvements  in  the  Mississippi  and 

Ohio  rivers,  and  Cumberland  road  6,939,274 

Five  per  cent,  fund  to  be  surrendered 

by  the  states  10,214,262 

$24,171,076 

This  loss,  it  is  true,  they  distribute  through  a pe- 
riod of  eighty  yeais,  (the  length  of  time  computed 
to  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  lands),  but  the 
states  interested  in  those  improvements  would  hard- 
ly be  willing  to  forego,  at  so  critical  a period  of 
their  atfairs,  almost  the  only  hold  which  they  have 
upon  the  pecuniary  patronage  of  the  government. 
In  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  viewed,  this  plan 
of  conditional  cession  is  full  of  objections  not  to  be 
overcome. 

The  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Crittenden  ),  proposing  a distribmion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
states  of  the  union,  is  a renewal  of  a measure  offered 
nine  years  ago  by  another  distinguished  senator 
from  the  same  state,  (Mr.  Clay),  which  twice 
passed  this  body,  and  was  concurred  in  by  the  po- 
pular branch  by  large  majorities,  but  did  not  receive 
the  executive  approval.  It  was  then  a measure  of 
benefit  and  of  fruitful  hope;  it  is  now  remedial. — 
When  we  contemplate  the  present  pecuniary  con- 
dition of  the  states,  and  contrast  it  with  what  it  pro- 
bably would  have  been  had  the  distribution  bill  be- 
come a law;  and  when  we  review  the  substituted 
series  of  measures  which  for  the  last  nine  years 
have  marked  the  progress  of  the  government,  and 
their  influence  upon  the  policy  of  the  states,  it  is 
impossible  to  suppress  our  regret  at  a loss  which 
many  years  of  wise  legislation  will  now  scarcely 
suffice  to  restore.  When  the  distribution  bill  of 
1832  was  negatived  by  the  president,  the  states 
were  involved  in  the  most  trivial  amount  of  debt. — 
At  the  present  time  the  president  estimates  the  an- 
nual interest  upon  their  debts  to  the  twelve  millions 
of  dollars,  which,  at  six  per  cent,  makes  a principal 
debt  of  two  hundred  millions.  It  i9  easy  to  trace 
this  ruinous  condition  of  the  states  to  its  primary 
causes,  most  prominent  among  which  stands  the 
defeat  of  the  distribution  bill.  At  that  time  your 
treasury,  from  an  abundant  commerce,  (the  fruit  ot 
an  antecedent  wise  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment), was  redundant,  and  your  revenues  outran 
the  necessitiesot  the  government.  Instead  of  with- 
drawing this  excess  from  our  exchequer,  (which 
would  have  been  effected  by  giving  the  proceeds  ol 


the  lands  to  the  sates),  the  whole  of  our  revenues 
were  removed  from  their  accustomed  depository, 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  in  the 
local  banks.  Instructed  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  these  banks  immediately  increased  their 
discounts  to  an  unparalleled  extent,  and  flooded  the 
country  with  currency.  Suddenly  a wild  and  in- 
furiate spirit  of  speculation  overran  the  land.  Indi- 
viduals and  states  were  hurried  by  an  irresistible 
impulse  into  the  most  extravagant  enterprises,  the 
sequel  of  which,  on  the  part  of  the  states,  is  found 
in  the  tale  of  two  hundred  millions  of  debt. 

Meanwhile, our  custom  houses  continued  to  pour 
their  flood  of  revenue  into  the  national  coffers  until 
in  1836  a surplus  of  more  than  forty  millions  had 
accumulated.  As  a measure  of  the  highest  neces- 
sity, this  surplus  was,  by  an  act  of  that  date,  direct- 
ed to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  the  true  effect  of 
which  was  a distribution  to  the  states  of  the  amount 
paid  under  the  act,  about  twenty- nine  millions. — 
Unfortunately,  for  want  of  a supposed  competency 
in  congress  to  do  so,  no  specific  application  of  this 
fund  was  directed.  Some  of  the  states  invested 
their  portion  of  the  fund  for  various  purposes,  others 
divided  the  principal  sum  per  capita  among  their 
people,  but  (he  general  effect  of  the  uncontrolled 
possession  of  the  money  was  to  induce  new  under- 
takings by  the  states,  and  an  increased  accumula- 
tion of  liability.  Their  resources  being  thus  squan- 
dered and  exhausted,  it  was  impossible  that  either 
the  states  or  the  banks  could  long  sustain  them- 
selves in  such  a career,  and  the  revulsion  has  come, 
with  which  we  are  all  too  familiar  to  require  a re- 
cital of  it. 

Having  looked  at  this  uninviting  picture,  let  us 
for  a moment  imagine  what  would  have  been  our 
condition  if  the  distribution  bill  of  1832  had  passed. 
Having  withdrawn  from  our  current  revenues  so 
much  as  proceeded  from  the  lands, the  deposite  banks 
would  have  held  no  excess.  The  daily  drafts  of 
the  treasury  would  have  employed  all  our  funds, 
and  the  banks  could  not  have  enlarged  their  dis- 
counts beyond  the  ordinary  wants  of  commerce. — 
That  rash  spirit  of  individual  adventure,  which, 
combined  in  masses,  controlled  and  directed  the 
legislative  councils  of  the  country  to  the  same  ends, 
would  not  have  been  aroused.  The  moneys  receiv- 
ed by  the  states  from  the  lands  were  directed  by 
the  bill  to  specific  objects.  These  were,  to  purpo- 
ses of  internal  improvement  or  the  payment  of  debts 
contracted  therefor,  of  education,  and  of  the  colo- 
nization of  free  blacks.  Thus  stimulated  by  no  ex- 
citing influences,  and  thus  prudentially  checked, 
what  monuments  would  not  the  states  already  have 
built  in  aid  of  commerce?  what  prouder  monuments 
in  aid  of  science  and  of  intellect — unburdened  with 
debt,  and  endow  ed  wilh  means  and  capabilities  for 
progressive  achievements  in  these  great  objects 
of  patriotism  and  benevolence  through  an  untold 
series  of  years! 

By  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
made  in  1838,  it  appears  that  if  the  land  bill  of  1832 
had  passed,  the  states  would  have  received,  up  to 
the  30th  of  September  of  that  year,  the  sum  of 
$ 57,227,230.  Of  this,  the  share  of  Ohio  would 
have  been  $4,557,932;  of  Indiana,  $2,646,744;  of 
Illinois,  $1,797,554;  of  Alabama,  $1,965,934;  and 
of  New  York,  $8,190,102.  These  would  have 
been  the  sums  of  money  received  by  those  stales 
in  addition  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  to 
the  new  states,  and  to  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
sales  of  the  lands.  In  addition  to  this,  Indiana 
would  have  received  1 15,000  acres  of  land  to  make 
her  equal  with  former  grants  to  Ohio,  and  the  other 
new  states  their  proper  proportions  to  reach  the 
same  equality.  If  the  author  of  the  land  bill  of 
1832  deserves  what  posterity  will  award  him,  per- 
petual remembrance  from  his  country,  what  must 
we  say  of  those  administrators  of  our  affairs  who 
have  entailed  upon  us  that  counter-policy  to  which 
we  have  adverted,  and  the  fruits  of  which  are  now 
like  waters  of  bitterness  in  our  months? 

But  gentlemen  say  that  the  distribution  is  uncon- 
stitutional, and  in  violation  of  the  deeds  of  cession 
from  the  oiiginal  states. 

Iii  opposition  to  this  view',  I shall  not  detain  the 
senate  to  recapitulate  at  any  length  the  argument 
which  has  been  so  ably  maintained,  and  is  so  fami- 
liar to  the  country.  As  to  that  portion  of  our  terri- 
tory ceded  by  the  old  states,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  congress  holds  it  in  trust— in  trust  for  all  the 
slates,  old  and  new,  and  not  for  the  people  of  the 
states.  In  this  respect  the  proceeds  of  ihe  land  are 
different  from  ordinary  revenues  which  are  collect 
ed  from  the  people,  and  for  their  benefit,  and  not 
for  the  use  of  the  states.  The  states  are,  then,  part- 
ners in  this  great  land  fund,  and  congress  the  trus- 
tee. There  is  no  principle  in  law  or  ethics  which 
prevents  a trustee  from  surrendering  at  pleasure  a 
trust;  and  into  whose  hands  can  he  make  the  snr- 
| render  but  those  of  the  cestui  que  trust — the  benefi 


ciaiy  of  the  trust?  And  here  this  argument  ends, 
and  conclusively.  For  if,  according  to  the  very 
terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  this  be  a trust  for  the 
use  of  the  states,  it  must,  of  necessity,  be  in  their 
several  and  corporate  capacity.  The  contrary  idea 
cannot  be  found  in  our  system.  It  was  the  states 
who  surrendered  to  the  federal  government  all  the 
powers  contained  in  our  constitution;  the  most  of 
these  powers,  in  their  exercise,  operate  upon  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  duties  of  the 
government  inure  to  their  benefit.  But  here  is  an 
exception  in  the  very  terms  of  the  charter.  I can- 
not, under  our  constitution,  conceive  the  idea  which 
has  been  expressed  by  the  learned  senator  from  S. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  of  states  in  their  aggre- 
gate capacity.  I can  in  their  federal  capacity;  and 
if  in  this  capacity  they  were  intended  to  hold  their 
interest  in  the  lands,  the  deeds  would  have  express- 
ed the  tenure  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  Ihe  “United 
States,”  and  not  “for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of 
the  United  States  as  have  become  and  shall  become 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of 
the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their 
usual  respective  proportions,”  &c. 

Then  came  the  constitution,  providing  that  “the 
congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,”  operating  without  qualification  or  condi- 
tion upon  territory  subsequently  acquired,  and  upon 
the  lands  previously  acquired,  subject  to  the  trusts 
contained  in  the  deeds  of  cession.  No  proprietor 
can  be  vested  with  a more  absolute  mastery  over 
his  own  estate;  and  the  only  limit  to  the  powers  of 
the  national  legislature  in  this  respect  is,  that  con- 
scientious obligation  which  binds  it  in  the  perform- 
ance of  all  its  duties  to  consult  the  welfare  of  the 
people  and  the  states. 

Many  powers  have  been  exercised  by  congress 
which  the  constitution  ba3  not  delegated  in  terms. 
For  example,  congress  have  made  investments  in 
state  stocks;  they  have  remitted  duties  to  rail  road 
companies  and  other  associations,  to  supply  which 
other  classes  must  be  taxed;  they  have  given  five 
per  cent,  of  the  lands  to  the  new  states,  and  grants 
of  land;  they  have  granted  pensions  and  bounties 
to  individuals;  they  have  purchased  territory  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  formed 
out  of  it  confederate  states,  and  the  have  made  sci- 
entific explorations.  Not  one  of  these  but  is  of 
more  equivocal  authority  than  the  cession  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands  to  all  the  states. 

The  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  is  in- 
dignant at  a proposition  which,  he  says,  is  to  with- 
draw four  millions  of  annual  revenue,  to  be  supplied 
by  additional  duties  upon  imports.  If  it  be  such  an 
outrage  to  divert  this  four  millions  (the  annual  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands)  from  our  exchequer  into  the 
treasuries  of  the  several  states,  how  much  more  se- 
verely do  we  wound  the  constitution  if  we  annihi- 
late these  proceeds  altogether,  and  dry  up  the  source 
of  revenue?  And  yet,  sir,  the  late  president  has 
made  this  very  recommendation.  In  his  annual 
message  of  December,  1832,  general  Jackson  says: 
“It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  true  policy  that  the  pub- 
lic lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  practicable  to  be  a 
source  of  revenue.”  And  he  proceeds  to  recom- 
mend such  a disposition  of  them  as  shall  bearly  re- 
imburse expenses.  This  was  the  very  session  after 
the  land  bill  had  been  first  introduced  and  passed 
this  body,  and  yet  the  senator  from  Missouri  now 
condemns  it  as  an  affirmance  of  the  very  principle 
sustained  by  general  Jackson. 

For  myself,  sir,  I subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that 
the  lands  ought  not  to  be  a source  of  ordinary  fede- 
ral revenue.  In  their  management  so  many  ques- 
tions of  state  policy,  of  jarring  interests,  and  of  pa- 
triotic accommodation  are  mingled  that  they  furnish 
too  uncertain  a reliance;  and  the  competency  of 
this  government  to  realize  from  imposts  all  that  is 
necessary  for  its  economical  administration,  blpnded 
w’ith  high  interests  so  immediately  connected  with 
the  system  of  impost  duties,  plainly  indicates  ano- 
ther and  a better  direction  of  the  land  fund.  That 
direction,  sir,  is  given  in  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration, and  it  is  demanded  by  a force  and  demon- 
stration of  authority  which  the  people  have  rarely 
exerted  upon  their  legislative  functionaries.  We 
cannot  if  we  would  shut  our  eye3  to  the  condition 
ol  the  states.  Laboring  under  mountains  of  debt,  I 
will  not  say  that  the  burden  of  interest  will,  in  a 
year  or  two,  become  insupportable,  and  that  their 
faith  will  be  dishonored,  because  I believe  they  will 
sustain  their  honor  at  any  sacrifice.  My  own  state 
(Indiana)  is  largely  a debtor  state,  but,  during  the 
suspension  of  1837,  she  was  one  of  only  twojstates, 
1 believe,  in  the  union  who  met  her  engagements 
in  specie.  And  she  will  continue  to  do  so.  But  a 
few  days  ago  I saw  a notice  from  her  fund  commis- 
sioner of  his  readiness  to  pay  her  present  January 
instalment  of  interest. 
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[Here  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucy,  inquired  whether 
the  state  of  Indiana  had  resorted  to  new  loans  for 
the  payment  of  interest?] 

Mr.  W.  proceeded:  Indiana  has  not  piled  Pelion 
upon  Ossa.  She  may,  for  the  time,  have  appro 
priated  some  domestic  funds  for  that  purpose,  and 
has  been  aided  by  her  bank.  But  what  will  be  the 
condition  of  the  states  when  their  vast  amount  of 
principal  falls  due  from  1845  to  1865?  A worse 
blight  cannot  fall  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  states 
than  a large  and  permanent  debt.  Our  policy,  in 
that  respect,  is  essentially  different  from  that  of 
England.  We  could  not  survive  such  a debt  as  the 
British  nation  owes  to  its  own  subjects.  The  debt 
of  Great  Britain  is  equivalent,  for  the  purposes  of 
sustaining  population,  to  an  enlargement  of  her 
empire.  Men  live  upon  stocks  there  as  they  live 
upon  land  here.  It  is  the  garnered  and  the  hoard- 
ed wealth  of  ages  deposited  with  the  government, 
and  the  income  to  the  owners  is  guarantied  by  the 
industry  ot  her  millions  of  artificers  whose  laborato- 
ries are  the  workshops  of  the  world,  and  by  the 
taxes  which  she  draws  from  the  commerce  of  ail 
nations.  In  this  country,  capital  finds  other  and 
better  employment  in  the  improvement  ot  the  land. 
While  England  was  an  agricultural  country  she  had 
no  public  debt.  After  the  balance  of  power  had 
been  adjusted  in  Europe,  and  the  commercial  era 
commenced,  the  British  debt  was  contracted.  Ex- 
pensive wars  and  the  establishment  of  a colonial 
system  have  been  necessary  to  maintain  that  com- 
merce, and  her  debt  has  been  rapidly  accumulating. 
So  soon  as  she  shall  have  established  her  commerce 
beyond  the  competition  of  the  world,  there  will  be 
an  end  of  her  debt.  Until  our  territory  becouies 
too  thickly  populated  to  sustain  the  inhabitants,  a 
public  debt  will  prove  a national  calamity. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  government, 
without  in  the  least  impoverishing  itself,  or  trans- 
cending its  proper  sphere  of  action,  to  allot  this 
rich  domain  of  a thousand  millions  of  acres  to  the 
states,  and  thus  to  relieve  our  people  from  intermi- 
nable and  hereditary  taxes.  Shall  we  abuse,  by 
vile  inaction,  this  capacity  to  do  good,  and  incur 
the  execration  of  our  constituents?  Is  this  confe- 
derated government  a mere  machine,  to  run  in  an 
endless  circle  of  inanity?  Are  we  forever  to  be 
settling  first  prnciples,  which,  like  the  blighted 
flowers  of  early  spring,  shall  yield  no  fruit?  Has 
the  constitution  no  vitality,  and  is  our  theory  of 
government  a mere  abstraction?  In  ordinary  times, 
sir,  we  may  sit  here  in  cold  deliberation,  holding  to 
The  people  the  doctrine  “that  they  expect  too  much 
from  the  government,”  and  escape  under  that  gene- 
rous forbearance  which  accompanies  a state  of  pros- 
perity, but,  in  such  an  exigency  as  the  present, 
other  and  sterner  duties  invite  us  to  action.  Sains 
populi  suprema  lex,  and  let  him  abide  the  conse- 
quences who  will  not  come  to  the  rescue.  What  is 
our  union  when  the  states  are  ruined — our  confede- 
ration when  its  links  are  broken?  Strike  out  the 
stars  from  our  national  banner,  and  it  is  nothing  but 
a niece  of  bunting.  Sir,  the  distribution  policy  will 
control  the  next  presidential  election.  No,  I mis- 
lake.  Before  that  time,  under  different  counsels 
and  another  administration,  this  measure  of  safety 
and  of  beneficence  will  have  passed;  the  flag  of  the 
union  will  no  longer  prove  a barren  sceptre,  and 
the  triumphs  of  the  constitution  will  have  been  pro- 
claimed. 

Senators  have  chosen  in  the  progress  of  this  de- 
bate, to  deride  the  principles  upon  which  that  ad- 
ministration has  been  brought  into  power.  They 
mistake  the  type  for  the  event,  and  suppose  that  a 
phrenzied  majority  will  erect  a log  cabin  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  capitol.  We  rejoice,  not,  sir,  that  the 
log  cabin  has  been  brought  to  Washington,  but  that 
power  has  been  transferred  to  the  log  cabin — that 
the  capitol  has  been  removed  to  the  country — that 
the  people  have  exercised  that  residuary  sovereignty 
which  was  always  their  own,  and  which  heretofore 
has  been  suffered  only  to  sleep — that,  however  the 
“divine  right”  of  rule  may  instal  itself  in  the  Tuil- 
leries,  in  Buckingham  palace  or  in  the  Kremlin,  in 
this  country  its  appropriate  residence  is  in  the 
Thatched  cottage  of  the  American  citizen.  L-t  gen- 
tlemen cavil  at  the  watch-words  of  freemen!  “Tip- 
pecanoe” is  now  another  name  for  liberty,  and 
henceforward,  in  every  struggle  for  human  rights, 
and  in  every  contest  between  the  ruler  and  the  ruled, 
To  the  hopes  of  the  patriot  deliverance  shall  come 
from  the  wilderness,  and  the  star  of  the  west  is  the 
sign  by  which  he  shall  conquer. 

Montesquieu  says  that  “the  fine  system  of  Bri- 
tish government  was  invented  in  the  woods.”  Eor 
tbs  first  time  in  our  history,  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  river  has  given  a president  to  the  union 

one  connected  with  all  the  labors,  with  all  the 

experience,  with  all  tire  glories  of  our  mighty  pro- 
vincial settlements  It  would  he  strange  if,  under 


his  administration,  that  social  and  political  develop- 
ment which  he  so  happily  begun  in  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  should  not  be  urged  onward  until 
that  great  region  has  reached  the  destiny  for  which 
the  Almighty  designed  it — part  and  parcel  with  the 
Atlantic  states  of  one  great  confederated  empire — 
borrowing  from  the  old  “thirteen”  the  glories  of 
the  revolutionary  era,  the  last  great  drama  of  which 
was  acted  west  of  the  mountains,  and  imparting  to 
the  mother  states,  through  every  vicissitude  of  their 
future  history,  that  vigor  and  purity  which  we  trust 
shall  forever  reside  in  the  peaceful  agricultural  val- 
leys of  the  west. 

SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

EXTRA  SESSION. 

March  4, 1841.  In  addition  to  those  senators  ap- 
pearing under  their  unexpired  terms  of  service,  the 
following  new  members  attended,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats,  viz: 

From  Maine,  the  hon.  George  Evans. 

From  Illinois , the  hon.  Samuel  McRoberts. 

From  Rhode  Island,  the  hon.  Jas.  F.  Simmons. 

From  Michigan,  the  hon.  Wm.  Woodbridge. 

From  New  Jersey,  the  hon.  Jacob  W.  Miller. 

From  Louisiana,  the  hon.  Alexander  Barrow. 

From  N.  Hampshire  the  hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

From  Georgia,  the  hon.  John  McPherson  Ber- 
rien. 

From  Kentucky,  the  hon.  James  T.  Morehead. 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

“Resolved,  That  Blair  & Rives  be  dismissed  as  prin- 
ters to  the  senate  for  the  twenty-seventh  congress.’’ 

March  5.  The  hon.  W.  S.  Archer,  appointed  a 
senator  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  that  the  senate  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  yesterday, 
in  relation  to  the  printer  to  the  senate,  it  was  de- 
termined by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
ofConn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

The  resolution  being  thus  brought  under  consi- 
deration, a debate  arose  upon  it,  which  had  not  con- 
cluded, when  a confidential  message  being  received 
from  the  president  of  (lie  United  States,  the  senate 
went  into  executive  session,  and  so  continued  sit- 
ting willi  closed  doors  until  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

March  6.  Mr.  Merrick  introduced  a resolution 
that  the  senate  go  into  an  election  of  sergeant-at- 
arms  and  door  keeper  on  Monday  next.  Lies  over 
one  day. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
went  into  an  executive  session. 

March  8.  The  following  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Merrick  on  Saturday  last,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Resolved,  That  on  Monday  next,  the  senate  will 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a sergeant-at-arms  and  door- 
keeper. 

The  propriety  of  taking  up  the  resolution  at  this 
period  was  discussed  at  considerable  length;  Messrs. 
Merrick,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Mangum  and  Smith,  oflnd.  ad- 
vocating it;  and  Messrs.  Buchanan,  King,  Young, 
Sevier,  Benton  and  Wright  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved,  in  confonnily  with  the 
49th  rule  of  the  senate,  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  second  Mon- 
day of  the  first  session  of  the  next  congress;  which 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes,  20,  noes  26,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smirh,  of  Conn  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright 
Young — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Barrow. 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Moorehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White  Wood- 

bridge— 26. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted — ayes  26,  noes 
20,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Barrow, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon.  Evans 
t Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,’ 
Miller,  Moorehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn’  Stur- 


geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 20. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a ser- 
geant-at-arms, and  the  vice  president  announced 
the  result  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes,  46 

Of  which  Edward  Dyer  received,  26 

Mr.  Dyer  was  accordingly  declared  duly  elected, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  for  the  dismissal  of  Blair  & Rives, 
as  printers  to  the  senate,  which  was  discussed  at 
length  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  and  Bayard  advo- 
cating the  resolution,  and  Messrs.  Buchanan  and 
Walker  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Hunlir.glon  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  yield- 
ed to  a motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  until  12  o’clock  to- 
morrow. 

March  9.  The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
was  taken  up,  being  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr. 
Mangum  to  dismiss  Blair  & Rives  as  printers  of  the 
senate  to  the  27th  congress. 

To  this  Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment,  which, 
with  some  modifications  proposed  by  Mr.  King,  was 
in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Blair  & Rives  having  been 
duly  elected  printers  to  the  senate  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  under  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
houses  providing  for  the  election  of  printers  to  con- 
gress, it  is  not  competent  for  the  senate  to  annul  that 
election,  and  thereby  divest  the  rights  which  Blair  & 
Rives  may  have  acquired  by  that  election,  they  having 
entered  into  contract  to  execute  the  printing,  and  giving 
bond,  which  has  been  approved,  as  directed  by  law. 

Messrs.  Huntington  and  Henderson  advocated  the 
original  resolution  and  opposed  the  amendment, 
and  were  replied  to  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  negatived — ayes  18,  noes  25,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert.  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Stur- 
geon, Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Clay,  of  Ky.  Choate,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Hender- 
son, Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Moore- 
head, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 25. 

The  resolution  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  King  in  opposition,  and  Messrs.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Preston  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wright  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to  a 
motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  12 
o’clock. 

March  10.  The  discussion  was  continued  on  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Mangum,  proposing  to  dismiss 
Blair  & Rives  as  printers  to  the  27th  congress. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Walker,  Sevier,  Woodbury,  and 
others  opposed  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Mangum  and 
others  advocated  it. 

At  4 o’clock,  (he  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pres- 
ton, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bu- 
siness. 

March  11.  After  the  journal  was  read,  the  vice 
president  announced  to  the- senate  that  he  should 
vacate  his  seat  during  the  day,  in  order  that  the  se- 
nate might  have  an  opportunity  of  electing  a presi- 
dent pro  tern. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
(he  resolution  dismissing  Blair  & Rives  as  printers 
to  the  27 th  congress,  when  Mr.  Berrien  rose  and 
addressed  the  body  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  in  reply  to  the  several  arguments 
urged  against  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Benton  made  a brief  remark  in  reply,  when 
(be  question  was  taken  on  tile  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choale,  Clay,  of  Ken.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

NAY’S — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright — 18. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose  and  moved  that  theseorelary 
of  the  senate  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Blair  & Rives 
their  official  bond. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
there  appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Burrotv,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ken.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright — 19. 

So  the  motion  was  carfied. 
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The  vice  president  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  no- 
tice he  had  previously  given,  withdrew  from  the 
chair  as  presiding  officer  for  the  residue  of  the 
present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  president  pro  tem. 

On  the  ballot  forty-six  votes  were  cast — of  which 
number 

Mr.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey,  received  26 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  received  15 

Scattering  2 

Mr.  Southard  having  been  declared  duly  elected, 
was  accompanied  to  the  chair  by  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Preston,  when  he  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in 
substance  as  follows: 

Senators:  A custom  which  has  existed  since 
the  establishment  of  the  government  requires  from 
me,  on  this  occasion,  an  acknowledgment  of  your 
confidence  and  respect.  A feeling  stronger  than 
any  law  of  custom  demands  the  expression  of  my 
thanks.  For  eight  years  successively  I have  been 
a member  of  this  body,  associated  w'ith  you  in  the 
obligations  of  duty,  in  the  conflicts  of  opinion,  and 
in  the  struggles  of  debate;  with  few  exceptions, 
my  conduct  has  been  known  to  you  all.  (Jnder 
such  circumstances,  I must  be  far  les3  sensitive 
than  1 feel  myself  to  be,  in  regard  to  the  opinions 
of  my  associates,  if  I could  receive  such  a proof  of 
your  confidence  without  the  deepest  sensibility  and 
the  most  grateful  feeling. 

You  have  imposed  upon  me  duties,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  which  you  may,  I fear,  discover  that  I 
am  incompetent.  Forms  I have  not  studied;  pre- 
cedents I have  never  examined,  and  with  the  rules 
of  order  I have  only  made  myseif  so  far  acquaint- 
ed as  to  be  able  to  keep  myself  within  their  limits. 
Experience  in  the  duties  of  the  chair  I have  had 
none. 

But  my  omission  to  learn  is  not  without  excuse; 
the  dignified  order  and  decorum  which  pervades 
this  body,  the  skill  and  intelligence  with  which 
the  business  of  this  chair  has  been  administered, 
and  that  feeling  of  respect  in  which  each  member 
has  his  full  share,  have  secured,  within  and  with- 
out this  hall,  a profound  respect  for  its  constitu- 
tional dignity  and  authority,  and  have  left  to  the 
individual  members  little  desire  to  acquire  a know- 
ledge of  technical  rules.  I must  seek,  then,  in  the 
conduct,  character  and  feeling  of  this  body,  an 
apology  for  any  deficiencies  which  may  be  found  in 
the  execution  of  the  trust  with  which  I have  been 
honored.  In  entering  upon  it,  but  for  a short 
period,  I have  no  promises  to  make,  no  pledges  to 
give.  The  task  required  of  me  is  not  hard  to  be 
understood,  though  it  may  be  found  difficult  in 
practice.  1 am  aware,  as  you  all  are  aware,  that  it 
demands  a study  of  all  the  rules  of  order  and  modes 
of  proceeding,  legislative,  executive,  and,  if  need 
be,  judicial;  promptitude,  decision  and  firmness, 
which  must  not  hesitate  to  apply  the  authority  of 
the  body  without  considering  on  whom  its  pressure 
may  fall;  but,  above  and  beyond  all,  an  unwavering, 
unsleeping  impartiality  toward  each  and  every 
member.  A failure  in  the  former  may  be  over- 
looked or  pardoned;  but  no  mantle  is  broad  enough 
to  cover  the.  latter. 

Should  I fail  in  the  former,  I know  that  I have 
a refuge  in  the  generous  confidence  and  liberality 
of  generous  men;  but  if  I transgress  in  regard  to 
the  latter,  you  ought  not  to  extend  to  me  that  chari- 
ty which  suffers  long  and  forbears  much. 

I will  not  detain  you  with  any  remarks  as  to  the 
importance  of  this  body,  or  of  its  action  in  this  go- 
vernment. There  is  no  act,  no  decision,  here, 
however  trivial  or  unimportant  it  may  appear  at 
the  moment,  which  does  not,  in  its  ultimate  conse- 
quences, operate  on  the  great  and  permanent  inte- 
rests of  the  nation,  and  which  may  not,  at  some 
moment,  be  made  to  bear  on  those  free  institutions 
in  which  we  find  our  best,  and  may  I not  say  last, 
hope  of  securing  liberty  to  man.  Let  each  of 
us,  then,  in  our  respective  positions,  look  to  it, 
that  our  own  hands  be  pure,  and  our  conscience 
clean,  where  the  great  interests  of  our  common 
country  are  concerned. 

On  motion,  the  senate  went  into  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business,  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re-opened  for  a few 
moments,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  12.  The  resolution  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Rives,  to  grant  extra  pay  to  those  persons 
connected  with  the  senate  who  had  been  preter- 
mitted  in  a former  resolution  “making  additional 
allowances,”  &c.  was  briefly  discussed,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  laid  on  the  (able. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business,  and,  alter  some  time  spent  there- 
in, adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  15.  Mr.  Tappan  laid  before  the  senate  a 
letter  fiom  Blair  & Rives,  stating  that  they  should 


hold  the  senate  to  the  contract  made  with  them,  as 
printers  to  the  27th  congress,  and  demanding  a copy 
of  all  the  documents,  the  printing  of  which  may 
have  been  or  shall  be  ordered  during  the  27th  con- 
gress, as  last  as  the  orders  shall  be  made,  &c.; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  paper  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Preston  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate 
as  follows:  It  is,  I am  sure,  painfully  within  the 
recollection  of  the  senate,  that  a few  days  since  a 
very  unpleasant  collision  occurred  on  this  floor  be- 
tween the  senator  from  Kentucky  and  the  senator 
from  Alabama.  Any  interruption  of  the  habitual 
and  characteristic  harmony  of  this  body  or  the  par- 
liamentary decorum  of  its  proceedings,  is,  under 
any  circumstances,  deeply  to  be  regretted — but  es- 
pecially in  the  present  case,  inasmuch  as  the  mani- 
festation o!  heat  occurred  between  senators  of  such 
long  and  distinguished  standing.  It  might  well  be 
supposed,  that  nothing  but  mistake  or  accident 
could  have  led  to  such  a result,  and,  thoroughly 
convinced  of  this,  I rise,  Mr.  President,  to  state  my 
conviction  of  the  existence  of  misapprehension, 
and  to  state  succinctly  the  mode  in  which  it  occur- 
red. 

On  the  occasion  alluded  to,  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  conceiving  that  the  remarks  of  the  sena- 
tor from  Alabama  were  calculated  and  intended  to 
be  injurous  to  his  character,  and  personally  offen- 
sive, retorted  ir,  language  of  direct  affront — language 
which  I am  convinced  he  could  not  have  employed 
but  under  a deep  sense  of  injury.  In  this  view  of 
the  remarks  of  the  senator  from  Alabama,  I believe 
he  was  mistaken.  Indeed,  I am  convinced,  from 
information  which  has  casually  came  to  my  posses- 
sion, that  the  senator  from  Alabama  did  not  intend 
to  be  personally  offensive.  At  the  bottom  of  this 
affair,  therefore,  there  is  a misapprehension,  which 
I announce  with  pleasure,  and  in  the  confident  be- 
lief that,  being  announced,  the  honorable  and  dis- 
tinguished senators  will  permit  no  formal  difficulty 
to  arrest  an  adjustment  which  is  earnestly  demand- 
ed— by  the  senate  and  the  country.  „ . 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  said  he  shared  with  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston),  in  the  re- 
gret which  he  had  manifested,  on  account  of  the  oc- 
currence, disturbing  the  usual  harmony  and  good 
feeling  which  prevail  in  the  senate,  to  which  he  had 
alluded;  and  he  bore  with  pleasure  testimony  to 
the  honorable  and  high-minded  feelings  which  had 
prompted  that  senator  to  make  the  appeal  which 
he  had  just  presented. 

Before  he  (Mr.  C.)  proceeded  to  respond  particu- 
larly to  that  appeal,  he  wished  to  submit  a few  ge- 
neral observations  to  the  senate  in  regard  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  congressional  or  parliamentary  debate. 

Every  senator  had  the  most  perfect  right  to  speak 
with  the  utmost  freedom  of  those  who  were  in 
power;  he  might  denounce  them  as  arbitrary,  wick- 
ed and  incompetent,  and  their  measures  as  tyranni- 
cal, corrupt  and  ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  So  it  was  equally  the  right  of  every 
member  to  deliver  his  sentiments  without  reserve 
on  the  character  of  all  persons  not  members  of  the 
body,  but  whose  names  or  characters  were  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  under  debate,  and  all  brought 
before  the  senate  as  candidates  for  appointment  to 
office.  All  this  a member  has  a light  to  do  under 
no  other  responsibility  than  that  which  his  own  con- 
science and  public  opinion  impose.  But  while  this 
right  was  clear  and  undeniable,  was  essential  to  the 
due  discharge  of  official  duty,  and  was  in  no  case 
to  be  restrained,  the  same  liberty  did  not  extend  to 
the  language  of  senators  towards  each  other,  or  in 
reference  to  their  motives.  In  speaking  to  or  of 
each  other,  the  utmost  respect  and  decorum  ought 
ever  to  be  preserved,  all  personality  avoided,  and 
especially  all  imputation  of  improper  motives.  Un 
der  these  impressions  as  to  the  privileges  of  debate, 
and  guided  by  these  rules,  Mr.  C.  had  spoken,  a few 
days  since,  of  the  elder  editor  of  the  Globe  newspa- 
per, whom  it  w as  then  proposed  to  dismiss  from  the 
office  of  printer  to  the  senate.  Had  not  that  indi- 
vidual been  thus  legitimately  and  directly  before 
the  body,  he  should  have  forborne,  as  he  had  al- 
ways hitherto,  in  his  public  station,  forborne,  to  say 
a word  in  regard  to  him  or  the  paper  which  he 
edits.  Notwithstanding  ten  years  of  the  most  un- 
paralleled abuse  and  wanton  and  unscrupulous  at- 
tacksof  himself,  Mr.  C.  had  remained  silent;  and  so 
he  should  still  have  remained;  but  when  the  name 
of  that  person  was  directly  before  the  senate,  and 
his  character  and  conduct  of  a public  journal  be- 
came a legitimate  subject  for  its  consideration,  he 
had  felt  it  to  be  his  right  to  speak  of  him  in  the 
terms  he  had  done.  When,  on  the  next  day,  the  se- 
1 nator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  King)  addressed  the  se- 
nate, he  must  say  that  while  that  gentleman  was 
speaking,  he  had  thought  that  there  w;as,  on  his  part, 
a studied,  a premeditated,  and,  as  he  then  believed, 
a pieconcerted  design  to  make  arr assault  upon  him 


and  his  character.  And  when  the  senator  con- 
cluded by  instituting  a comparison  of  Mr.  C.  to  a 
man  whom  he  had,  but  a day  before,  declared  to  be 
infamous,  and  of  whom  he  had  spoken  as  a common 
libeller, and  of  his  paper  as  libellous,  he  did  not  doubt 
that  his  object  was  a personal  offence  to  Mr.  C.  It 
was  under  this  impression  that  Mr.  C.  had  addressed 
to  the  chair  some  remarks  which  he  intended  as  a de- 
liberate offence  to  that  senator. 

But  it  was  due  to  the  senator  from  Alabama  as 
well  as  to  himself  to  state  that  he  had  since  received 
satisfactory  information,  on  which  he  placed  impli- 
cit reliance,  that  there  had  been  no  purpose  or  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  that  senator  to  offer  any  per- 
sonal affront  to  Mr.  C.  or  to  cast  the  slightest  im- 
putation on  his  character  or  honor.  Mr.  C.  had 
therefore  been  mistaken  as  to  the  design  which  he 
tiad  supposed  that  senator  (o  entertain;  and  he  must 
have  entirely  misapprehended  the  language  em- 
ployed. Ready,  therefore,  at  all  times  promptly  to 
repair  an  injury  as  he  hoped  he  ever  should  be  to 
repel  an  indignity,  and  always  taking  more  plea- 
sure to  repair  than  to  repel,  and  without  any  regard 
to  the  nicety  of  mere  technical  forms,  to  which  those 
acquainted  with  him  well  knew  he  never  attached 
great  importance — under  these  circumstances  as 
thus  explained,  and  with  the  understanding  which 
he  now  had  of  the  real  intentions  of  that  senator,  it 
was  with  infinite  pleasure  he  now’  declared  every 
epithet  in  the  least  derogatory  to  him,  to  his  honor, 
or  to  his  character  to  be  withdrawn. 

[This  declaration  elicited  a spontaneous  burst  of 
applause  from  the  surrounding  audience,  who  had 
listened  with  eager  attention  to  all  that  had  passed. 
The  chair,  however,  interfered,  and  the  applause 
was  immediately  suppressed.] 

Mr.  King  said:  I concur  with  the  senator  from 
Keniucky  as  to  the  duty  which  every  senator  owes 
to  himself  and  to  the  body  of  which  he  is  a member. 
He  should  studiously  avoid  all  personalities,  and 
keep  himself  strictly  within  the  rules  of  order,  and 
never  depart  from  decorum  in  debate.  I have  long 
been  a member  of  this  senate,  and  I can  fearlessly 
appeal  to  my  brother  senators  to  say  whether  on  any 
occasion  1 have  violated  prescribed  rules,  or  been 
guilty  of  indecorum  in  debate. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky,  from  whoever  he 
received  the  infoi  mation,  lias  not  been  misinformed. 
That  senator  having,  with  his-characteristic  franlc- 
dess,  explicitly  withdrawn  the  injurious  expressions 
used  by  him,  I now  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  state, 
and  I do  it  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness,  that  no- 
thing which  was  said  by  me  was  intended  to  be  per- 
sonally olfensive  to  that  senatoi;  nor  was  it  my  de- 
sign in  any  manner  to  derogate  from  his  character 
as  a gentleman  or  man  of  honor.  I make  this  state- 
ment with  pleasure;  for,  while  I am  always  prepar- 
ed to  defend  mv  honor  when  assailed,  I carefully 
avoid  attacking  others. 

Mr.  Preston  slated  that  he  could  not  repress  the 
feelings  which  prompted  him  to  congratulate  the 
senate  and  the  country  upon  the  honorable  adjust- 
ment of  this  painful  controversy.  The  gentlemen 
had  acted  as  became  their  high  character  and  dis- 
tinguished position — affording  an  example  for  the 
future,  of  a fearless  and  candid  course  under  cir- 
cumstances of  apparent  difficulty;  while  the  pain- 
ful suspense  in  winch  the  senate  has  been  involved 
for  some  days  would  be,  he  trusted,  a guaranty  for 
the  cautious  maintenance  of  a scrupulous  forbear- 
ance in  debate  hereafter.  Again  he  congratulated 
the  gentlemen,  the  senate,  and  the  country. 

[On  the  conclusion  of  these  remarks,  Mr.  Clay 
lose  and  advanced  to  Mr.  King,  and  shook  hands 
w'ith  him,  amidst  loud  applauses  from  senators  and 
auditory.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hives,  the  letter  from  the  ad- 
jutant general,  explanatory  of  an  omission  which 
had  occurred  in  printing  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  martial  on  the  trial  of  major  general  Scott, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the 
samp. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  two  senators  be  ap- 
pointed to  w ait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  inform  him  that  the  senate,  having  finished  the 
business  before  them,  are  ready  to  adjourn  unless  he 
may  have  further  communication  to  make. 

Mr.  Merrick  and  Mr.  Phelps  were  appointed  by 
the  chair  the  committee. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  reporf“d 
that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the  president,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution,  and  had  been  informed 
that  the  president  had  no  further  communication  to 
make,  expressing,  at  the  same  time,  his  kind  regard 
for  the  senators,  individually  and  collectively,  and 
his  best  wishes  for  Iheir  safe  return  to  their  homes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed without  day. 
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Banks.  The  Georgia  Rail  Road  bank  suspended 
specie  payments  on  the  15th  ult.  after  paying  $200,000 
in  specie  funds.  The  directors  say  they  still  have 
$100,000  of  specie  to  resume  with  when  the  ensuing 
crop  shall  have  enabled  their  debtors  to  make  payment. 

New  York  begins  now  to  experience  embarrass- 
ments from  the  depreciation  of  the  credit  of  her  moneyed 
institutions.  The  notes  of  the  free  banks  are  at  a 
heavy  discount,  and  the  safety  fund  institutions  are 
effected . 

The  Richmond  Compiler  of  Wednesday  says:  “A 
sale  of  Virginia  bank  stock  took  place  at  the  Coffee 
house  yesterday;  26  shares  brought  $76.  This  is  a 
great  fall  in  price;  but  is  no  indication  of  any  positive 
diminution  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  stock.  It  only 
shows  the  scarcity  of  money.’’ 

Beet  root,  sugar.  The  Boston  Journal  remarks 
that  there  are,  comparatively,  but  few  persons  aware 
of  the  immense  quantities  of  sugar  manufactured  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  from  the  beet  root.  It  is 
computed  thatin  France  there  are  nearly  six  hundred 
beet  root  sugar  manufactories  in  operation — and  in 
other  parts  of  the  continent  upwards  of  200 — and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  production  in  Europe,  is 
estimated  at  150,000,000  pounds.  In  Austria  and  Ita- 
ly, this  business  has  lately  been  commenced  with  great 
zeal — and  in  France  and  Germany,  it  has  increased 
greatly  within  the  last  six  or  eight  years.  The.  duties 
on  sugar  imported  from  the  French  colonies  have  late- 
ly been  reduced.  What  effect  this  may  have  on  the 
manufacture  of  beet  root  sugar,  time  will  determine. 

Joseph  Bonaparte.  The  count  de  Surviliiers  [Jo- 
seph Bonaparte],  whose  health  suffered  severely  in  the 
autumn,  has  had  it  quite  re-established.  The  poor  ol 
Monk’s  Kirby,  a village  adjoining  the  domain  ofNewn- 
ham  Paddox,  where  the  count  resides,  have  had  25 
guineas  distributed  amongst  them  by  his  orders.  The 
uniform  benevolence  displayed  by  the  ex-king  during 
his  protracted  residence  in  this  country  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  epithet  of  “the  good  Joseph,”  applied 
to  him  by  madame  Junot  in  her  memoirs,  was  fully 
merited.  He  is  extremely  popular  in  his  neighborhood. 

[English  paper. 

Boston  and  Lowell  rail  road.  From  the  last  an- 
nual report  we  learn  that  four  miles  of  second  track 
have  been  laid  during  the  last  year,  making  twenty 
miles  of  this  track  now  in  use,  and  leading  about  live 
miles  only  to  be  laid,  which  will  probably  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer.  The  amount 
expended  in  construction  to  the  present  time  is 
$1,729,242;  leaving  of  the  capital  unexpended  $70,757. 

The  receipts  of  the  last  year  amounted  to  $231,575, 
of  which  from  passengers  in  cars  of  the  Boston  and 
Lowell  rail  road  85,923;  merchandise  in  do.  80,328, 
mail  1,953;  passengers  from  the  Nashua  and  Lowell 
rail  roads  24,317;  merchandise  from  do.  17,928;  pas- 
sengers front  Boston  and  Portland  rail  road  16,733; 
merchandise  do.  $4,358. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  were  for  repairs  of  road 
$21,813;  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  12,465;  other  ex- 
penses 55,933;  total  $91,400.  Two  dividends  have 
been  paid  during  the  year,  of  4 per  cent,  each;  on 
$1,650,01)0,  amounting  to  $132,000. 

Boston  harbor.  It  appears  by  statements  made  by 
some  of  the  most  intelligent  pilots  and  shipmasters  of 
Boston,  before  a committee  of  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature, during  its  present  session,  that  Boston  harbor 
is  gradually  filling  up. 

Canal  across  the  Isthmus.  By  advices  from  Pa- 
nama, brought  by  the  schooner  America,  from  Cha- 
gres,  we  learn  that  the  department,  or  state  as  it  is  now 
called,  remained  quite  under  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  that  the  obstacles  heretofore  interposed,  by  the 
clashing  of  the  local  and  general  governments  with  re- 
gard to  the  proposed  canal  across  the  Isthmus,  have 
been  effectually  set  at  rest. 

This  important  undertaking  seems  at  length  in  a fair 
way  to  be  accomplished,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Franco-Granadian  company,  established  in  Paris.  The 
necessary  funds  are  already  provided,  and  we  are  as- 
sured that  the  work  will  be  immediately  commenced, 
and  prosecuted  to  its  completion.  Further  patriculars 
in  our  next.  [N.  York  Jour.  Com. 

The  cotton  trade.  The  following  trade  exhibits 
the  movements  in  cotton  this  season,  to  the  latest 
dates,  from  the  ports  respectively,  all  calculated  from 


the  first  of  last  October. 

Reev'd. 

since  Oct.  1840. 

Cleared 

New'  Orleans, 

502,033 

253, 7S1 

Mobile, 

132,333 

27.352 

Florida, 

44,938 

6,459 

Georgia, 

73,478 

27,732 

South  Carolina, 

118,253 

40,624 

North  Carolina, 

3290 

Virginia, 

4,655 

1,590 

New  York, 

27,055 

Other  ports, 

6,703 

160 

Total, 

933,740 

334,753 

Same  time  last  year, 
Same  time  year  before, 

1,147,205 

871,929 

675,259 

361,169 

Consecration.  The  consecration  of  the 

rev.  Dr. 

Elliott,  as  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
for  the  diocese  of  Georgia,  took  place  at  Savannah  on 
the  2Srh  ult.  There  were  present  bishop  Ives,  of  North 
Carolina,  bishop  Gadsden,  of  South  Carolina,  and 


bishop  Mead,  of  Virginia,  besides  the  rectors  of  many 
distant  churches.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preach- 
ed by  bishop  Mead,  of  Virginia. 

Henry  Clay  reached  Baltimore  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, and  on  Wednesday  morning  was  taken  suddenly 
ill,  but  is  recovering. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  6a7;  on  France 
5f.30;  on  Boston  par;  on  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
4§;  Richmond,  Norfolk,  Raleigh,  Wilmington,  &c.  5a 
5j;  Charleston  21;  Augusta  15;  Macon  20;  Columbus 
15;  Savannah  4|;  Mobile  10|all|;  New  Orleans  8; 
Cincinnati  10;  Nashville  16. 

Emigrants.  The  department  of  state  has  a state- 
ment of  the  number  and  description  of  passengers  who 
arrived  in  the  United  States,  from  foreign  countries  in 
the  year  1840,  so  far  as  returns  have  been  received  at 
the  department.  The  returns  are  incomplete;  they  how- 
ever, show  that  115,206  persons  came  to  the  United 
States,  by  sea,  during  the  year. 

Errickson’s  propellers.  The  barque  Clarion,  which 
has  been  fitted  up  with  Errickson’s  propeller,  made  a 
trial  of  her  speed  on  Friday  in  New  York  harbor.  The 
experiment  has  been  entirely  successful — she  made 
seven  and  a half  miles  per  hour,  when  the  engine  made 
forty-one  revolutions.  They  are  talking  about  applying 
the  propellers  to  all  the  New  York  packets. 

Extra  session.  The  following  extra  sessions  of 
congress  have  been  called  since  the  organization  of  our 
government. 

John  Adams  was  inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1797.  He  convened  congress,  May  16,  1797.  His 
first  annual  address  was  delivered,  Nov.  23,  1797. 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  inaugurated  the  4th  of  March, 
1801.  He  ordered  a call  session  Oct.  17,  1803. 

James  Madison  was  inaugurated  the  4th  of  March, 
1809.  He  convened  congress  May  23,  1809,  also  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1813. 

Martin  Van  Buren  was  inaugurated  the  4th  of 
March,  1837,  and  convened  congress  the  4th  of  Sept. 
1837. 

William  Henry  Harrison  was  inaugurated  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  and  convened  congress  on  the 
31st  of  May,  1841. 

Flour.  In  Boston  $4  50;  for  Howard  street  $4  75; 
fancy  brands  5 12'2. 

Florida.  St.  Augustine,  March  7.  Information 
reached  here  last  evening  that  an  express  arrived  at 
Pilatka,  from  Fort  Russell,  on  the  night  of  the  4th, 
bringing  intelligence  that  captain  Barnum,  with  one 
hundred  men,  (including  nine  mounted),  came  up 
with  the  Indians  (whom  lieut.  Alburtis  had  been  com- 
pelled to  retreat  from  on  account  of  the  smallness  of 
his  force)  at  the  head  of  Orange  Lake,  and  commenc- 
ed an  attack  upon  them.  Captain  B.  had  placed  the 
nine  mounted  men  in  ambush,  as  a reserve,  and  led 
on  the  others;  but  finding  the  Indians  in  such  a body, 
he  made  a signal  for  the  mounted  men  to  come  up. 
No  sooner  was  the  signal  made,  when  the  Indians, 
having  cut  off  these  men  from  the  main  body,  fired 
upon  them,  killing  six,  and  the  other  three  retreated  to 
the  fort,  being  wounded.  The  express  was  immedi- 
ately sent  off  the  Pilatka,  without  knowing  any  thing 
further.  The  wounded  men  state  that  captain  B.  was 
still  fighting. 

Captain  Carr,  2d  dragoons,  with  one  hundred  men, 
was  sent  out  from  Pilatka  a few  days  previous,  and 
returned  shortly  after  the  express  had  arrived  from 
Fort  Russell.  He  immediately  supplied  his  men  with 
provisions,  and  started  for  captain  Barnum’s  battle 
ground.  It  is  impossible  to  give  the  particulars  under 
such  a circumstance.  There  is  no  knowing  the  loss, 
as  yet,  that  captain  B.  has  met  with.  Lieut.  Alburtis 
had  lost  six  or  seven  men  the  day  before,  in  his  skir- 
mish with  the  Indians,  and  was  forced  to  retreat  on 
account  of  their  number.  This  looks  very  much  like 
“peace.”  [Vetos. 

Ice.  An  English  paper  mentions  that  one  of  the 
American  ships  at  Calcutta,  recently  landed  400  tons  of 
ice,  which  sold  at  the  wholesale  rate  of  one  penny  per 
pound,  netting  a profit,  exclusive  of  port  duties,  of  up- 
wards of  iD3,700  sterling. 

Loss  of  the  steamboat  Randolph.  On  Tuesday 
evening,  the  steamboat  John  Randolph  struck  a snag 
during  her  passage  up  the  river,  a little  above  Carroll- 
ton, and  went  down  shortly  after.  The  Courier  states 
that  the  destruction  of  property  is  estimated  at.  $150,000; 
mostly  insured.  There  were  300  hhds.  of  sugar  on 
board.  The  boat  was  insured  for  $30,000,  but  cost 
more.  A rumor  prevails  that  a number  of  persons  lost 
their  lives — it  does  not  appear  to  be  confirmed. 

[ New  Orleans  Bee. 

Law  decision.  We  understand,  says  the  St.  Louis 
New  Era,  that  the  circuit  court,  at  its  sitting  on  Wed- 
nesday, decided  that  the  deviation  of  a steamboat,  or 
other  vessel,  from  her  regular  route,  except  to  save  life, 
vitiated  the  policy  of  insurance,  and  released  the  in- 
surers from  liability.  The  case  before  the  court  was 
that  of  the  steamboat  Rolla,  sunk  a few  years  since  in 
the  lower  Mississippi.  She  had  stopped  a day  or  two. 
to  render  assistance  to  the  George  Collier,  aground 
upon  a bar.  After  getting  her  oft]  she  proceeded  upon 
her  voyage,  was  snagged  and  sunk.  The  boat  and 
cargo  became  a total  loss.  The  owners  of  a part  of 
the  cargo  brought  suit  against  the  insurance  office  for 
the  recovery  of  the  amount  insured. 

The  decision  of  the  judge  (Mullunphy)  was  against 
the  right  of  the  plaintiff'  to  recover.  So  that  it  should 


be  generally  understood  by  navigators  upon  the  west 
ern  waters,  that  to  stop  their  vessels,  or  to  deviate  from 
their  usual  route,  except  in  the  case  mentioned,  vitiates 
not  only  the  policy  of  insurance  upon  the  boat,  but 
likewise  the  cargo.  Such  has  not  generally  been  re- 
garded as  the  law,  for  the  uniform  practice  has  been 
for  the  boats  to  relieve  each  other  when  in  difficulty. 
The  principle  is,  we  are  told,  new,  such  a case  not 
having  been  before  presented  in  any  of  the  courts  for 
adjudication. 

The  Missourian.  We  paid  a visit,  says  the  New 
Orleans  Bee,  a few'  days  since  to  the  skeleton  of  the 
gigantic  animal  to  which  this  name  has  been  attached, 
as  commemorative  of  the  spot  where  it  w'as  discovered. 
It  is  difficult  for  the  imagination  to  conceive  the  size 
and  proportions  of  the  monster  whose  existence  is  in- 
dubitably attested  by  these  stupendous  relics — a crea- 
ture, half  elephant,  half  crocodile,  of  such  colossal 
stature,  that  the  largest  living  specimens  of  animated 
nature,  shrank  into  Lilliputian  dimensions  when  con- 
trasted with  its  wonderful  bulk.  A mammoth,  to 
whose  daily  food  the  monsters  of  the  deep  must  have 
contributed,  and  whose  insatiable  maw  cold  only  have 
been  glutted  by  the  depopulation  of  the  country  which 
it  infested.  The  history  of  this  marvellous  creature  is 
buried  in  oblivion,  or  only  preserved  in  the  dim  and 
shapeless  fragments  of  Indian  tradition,  and  yet  to  the 
naturalist  and  man  of  science,  its  study  is  a source  of 
profound  instruction  and  information,  as  its  habits, 
food,  mode  of  existence  and  the  probable  period  when 
it  roamed  the  prairies  of  the  west,  and  raised  its  huge 
form  above  the  waters  of  our  largest  streams,  may  all 
be  either  satisfactorily  determined  or  approximately  de- 
duced from  an  examination  of  its  bony  carcass. 

Passengers  to  the  inauguration.  Lyford’s  Com- 
mercial Journal  states  that  “the  number  of  passengers, 
according  to  tickets  sold,  who  took  seats  in  the  cars, 
for  Washington,  from  February  20th  to  March  4th, 
inclusive,  was  only  3,496:  the  number  that  came  on  in 
the  Philadelphia  cars  for  Washington,  during  the  two 
days  previous  to,  and  including,  rhe  4th  March,  was 
from  1,500  to  1,700:  and  the  number  belonging  to  this 
city,  who  took  seats  on  the  3d  and  4th,  which  is  includ- 
ed in  the  first  named  number,  was  867.’’ 

The  produce  of  the  gold  region  in  the  U.  States  is 
estimated  at  more  than  two  millions  of  dullars  per  an- 
num. Within  the  last  three  years,  there  have  been 
minted  from  these  mines,  $4,337,550. 

Stocks.  Shares  of  the  U.  S.  bank  of  Pennsylvania 
are  quoted  at  16al61  in  New  York,  and  sales  of  335 
shares  on  the  16th  in  Philadelphia  at  16|al7 ; Indiana 
bonds  53a52|. 

Webster’s  reply  to  Hayne.  The  Washington 
correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas  relates  an  anecdote 
in  relation  to  the  celebrated  reply  of  Mr.  Webster  to 
Mr.  Hayne  that  has  never  before  been  published.  At 
the  time  Mr.  Hayne  made  his  attack,  Mr.  Gales  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  who  had  been  the  most  accom- 
plished reporter  in  the  country,  chanced  to  be  in  the 
capitol.  Hearing  that  Mr.  Webster  intended  to  reply, 
and  being  told  by  him  that  it  would  be  a short  one,’  he 
undertook  once  more  his  long  neglected  location  of  a 
reporter.  Instead,  however,  of  consuming  about  half 
an  hour,  as  Mr.  Webster  had  promised  in  the  com- 
mencement, as  is  well  known  the  senate  adjourned 
before  he  had  finished — Mr.  Gales  continuing  to  take 
note  of  every  word,  in  the  momentary  expectation  of 
his  concluding. 

Unwilling  to  leave  off  before  Mr.  Webster  had  finish- 
ed, Mr.  Gales  continued  the  next  day  until  he  had  con- 
cluded. But  when  he  came  to  look  at  the  notes,  the . 
magnitude  of  the  task  that  it  would  be  to  write  them  - 
out,  appeared  so  formidable,  that  he  shrunk  from  it  as 
an  impossibility,  with  the  many  other  engagements 
that  occupied  his  time. 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Webster  called  upon  Mr.  Gales  to 
request  a report  of  his  speech,  as  it  was  impossible  for 
the  former  to  give  any  thing  beyond  a mere  sketch, 
having  spoken  unpremeditatedly,  and  to  much  greater 
length  than  he  had  any  expectation  of  doing  when  lie 
began.  Mr.  Gales  expressing  his  utter  inability  to 
comply;  but  his  lady,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  as- 
sisting her  husband  in  reading  his  notes  when  a re- 
porter, undertook  the  task,  and  in  the  course  of  a week 
Mr.  Gales  submitted  to  Mr.  Webster  a full  report  of  bis 
speech  in  the  hand-writing  of  his  wife.  It.  will  be  re- 
membered that  that  speech  of  Mr.  Webster  was  not 
published  until  after  a delay  of  several  weeks.  It  was 
owing  to  these  circumstances.  Mr.  Gales  has  now  in 
his  possession  the  notes,  handsomely  bound. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Webster  did  not  change  five 
words  in  the  whole  report.  This  is  one  of  a very  few 
instances  on  record,  in  which  we  have  a master-piece 
of  eloquence  taken  down  as  it  fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
speaker. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  ex-president,  left  Washington  on 
the  13th  instant,  tarried  a few  days  in  Baltimore,  where 
lie  received  the  marked  attention  of  his  friends,  and 
left  on  the  16th  for  Philadelphia.  He  notifies  his  friends 
in  New  York,  in  a letter  declining  a dinner  there,  that 
he  will  be  in  that  city  on  the  23d  instant. 

Volcano.  It  is  said  that  Kiruca,  a burning  moun- 
tain in  Owyhee,  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  has  a 
crater  of  more  than  nine  miles  in  circumference,  and 
lately  threw  forth  a lake,  of  liquid  lava,  one  mile  and  a 
half  broad,  emitting  intense  heat,  and  glowing  with  in- 
tense brilliancy. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamship  Caledonia  arrived  at  Boston  at 
eleven  o’clock  A.  M.  on  Saturday  the  20th  instant, 
having  leftJLdverpool  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  packet  ship  George  Washington,  which  sail- 
ed from  New  York  February  9,  and  carried  out  in- 
telligence of  the  third  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  United  States  bank,  arrived  at  Liver- 
pool on  the  3d  of  March.  This  intelligence  did 
not,  of  course,  reach  London  till  the  next  day,  and 
we  have  no  account  of  its  reception  in  that  metro- 
polis. It  is  announced  in  the  Liverpool  papers,  but 
none  of  them  contain  a word  of  comment. 

The  bills  on  Messrs.  Morrison  drawn  by  the  U. 
States  bank,  have  been  accepted,  and  a portion  of 
them  subsequently  discounted  by  the  Bank  ol  Eng- 
land. 

From  China  there  is  nothing  of  much  conse- 
quence. The  over-land  mail  had  not  arrived  when 
the  steamer  left.  From  Syria,  Egypt  and  Turkey, 
the  news  still  wears  a pacific  aspect.  Mehemit 
Ali,  unable  to  resist  the  allied  powers,  appears  dis- 
posed to  put  the  best  face  upon  affairs,  and  to  sub- 
mit with  the  best  possible  grace  to  an  unpleasant 
necessity. 

The  news,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  pacific.  There  is, 
certainly,  nothing  that  would  seem  at  all  to  threa- 
ten the  present  amicable  relations  of  the  European 
powers.  In  the  house  of  commons,  on  Monday, 
lord  Palmerston  said  that  he  saw  nothing  which,  in 
his  apprehension,  was  likely  to  lead  to  the  distur- 
bance of  pacific  relations  between  France  and  Eng- 
land. 

The  Liverpool  Mail  blusters  and  talks  of  war,  but 
is  entitled  to  no  attention.  It  is  particularly  vin- 
dictive against  this  country.  It  says:  “the  revenue 
is  declining — the  expenditure  is  increasing — we 
are  at  war  in  China,  and  we  shall  be  at  war  with  the 
United  States  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  and  most 
probably  with  France  also.  Lord  John  Russell  has 
therefore  quite  enough  to  do,  and  we  wish  him  a 
safe  deliverance.  If  he  could  manage  to  stir  up  a 
good  rebellion  in  Ireland,  it  would  tend  very  much 
to  the  tranquillity  of  that  country;  for,  when  we 
are  at  war,  we  can  never  have  loo  much  of  it.  The 
Vol.  X-Sig.  4. 


fiercer  it  rages,  the  sooner  it  ends.  Ireland  will 
never  be  a peaceful  and  prosperous  country  until  it 
is  reconquered  and  thrashed  into  obedience.  The 
United  States  will  continue  to  pester  and  plunder 
us  until  New  York  is  burnt  and  Maine  annihilated. 
The  news  brought  by  the  packet  yesterday  is  con- 
clusive on  this  point.” 

The  McLeod  affair  and  the  boundary  question 
had  caused  much  talk  in  England,  the  former,  at  one 
time,  being  the  all  engrossing  topic. 

It  was  rumored  in  Paris  at  the  latest  dates  that 
the  French  cabinet  was  disposed  to  otfer  her  medi- 
ation to  arrange  our  McLeod  dispute  with  the  U. 
Slates. 

United  States  bank.  As  the  news  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Philadelphia  banks  had  just  reached  Li- 
verpool, and  is  announced  without  comment  in  the 
papers  of  that  city,  it  is  impossible  to  judge  of  the 
effect  it  has  produced. 

ENGLAND. 

London , Wednesday,  March  3.  The  excitement 
here  was  intense  when  the  news  respecting  the  ar- 
rest and  imprisonment  of  McLeod  was  promulgated, 
and  the  funds  slightly  declined  in  consequence. 
That  excitement  is  now  over,  and  the  funds  have 
recovered — the  public  being  under  the  impression 
that  the  next  advices  from  the  United  States,  both 
as  regards  the  case  of  McLeod  and  the  boundary 
question,  will  place  these  difficulties  between  the 
two  governments  in  a more  favorable  position. 

The  boundary  question.  In  the  house  of  commons, 
Feb.  15,  sir  Robert  Peel  addressed  an  inquiry  to  the 
foreign  secretary,  respecting  the  question  of  the 
northeastern  boundary  of  the  U.  States,  to  which  he 
received  the  following  reply: 

Lord  Palmerston  said  that  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  was  this:  Great  Britain  had  first  proposed  a 
draft  of  a convention  for  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mission to  settle  the  boundary.  The  draft  had  not 
been  accepted  by  the  United  States,  and  a counter 
dralt  was  sent  over  by  that  government.  It  was  not 
one  to  which  ministers  in  this  country  could  accede, 
and  ir.  the  early  part  of  last  year  they  made  another 
proposal.  They  thought  that  it  would  have  been 
agreed  to  by  the  American  cabinet;  but  it  had  de- 
spatched to  Great  Britain  another  proposition,  which 
had  not  received  assent  on  this  side  of  the  water. — 
They  survey  on  which  a report  had  been  made  had 
taken  place  independently  of  the  pending  negotia- 
tion in  order  to  save  time  and  to  secure  as  much 
information  as  possible  relative  to  the  geographical 
interests  of  Great  Britain.  Of  course  what  had 
been  done  was  only  on  the  ex-parle  statement  of  the 
British  commissioneis,  and  could  not  be  binding 
(nor  was  it,  of  course,  meant  to  be  so),  upon  the 
other  party.  The  United  States  had  also  sentcom- 
missioners  of  their  own  to  inquire,  in  the  latter  part 
of  last  summer,  but  he  believed  they  had  not  made 
any  material  progress. 

Capture  of  the  Caroline.  In  the  house  of  com- 
mons on  the  1st  inst.  sir  J.  Graham  addressed  an 
inquiry  to  ministers  in  relation  to  a pension  granted 
to  lieut.  McCormick  of  the  royal  navy,  for  wounds 
received  in  the  service,  and  the  nature  of  that  ser- 
vice. Lord  John  Russell  answered  that  the  services 
on  account  of  which  lieut.  McCormick  had  been 
recommended  for  a pension  to  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty were  performed  by  him  under  the  command 
of  (lie  supreme  colonial  authorities  in  the  capture 
of  the  Caroline.  That  recommendation  had  been 
made  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  year. 

Parliament  has  been  occupied  principally  with 
subjects  of  little  interest  to  the  American  reader. 
The  trial  of  the  earl  of  Cadigan,  in  the  house  of 
lords,  is  the  principal  topic  of  conversation.  The 
trial  occupied  the  whole  of  Tuesday  the  16th  ult. 
The  court  returned  an  unanimous  verdict  of  “not 
guilty,”  the  duke  of  Cleveland  answering  “not 
guilt}',  legally,  upon  my  honor.”  The  evidence 
failed  to  prove  the  identity  of  capt.  Tuckett  as  de- 
scried in  the  indictment. 

Six  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  passengers 
were  conveyed  during  the  last  six  months  upon 
the  Great  Western  railway,  without  a single  fatal 
accident  to  one  of  them.* 

The  Thames  tunnel  is  now  1,138  feet  8 inches 
in  length,  and  the  excavation  for  the  shaft  has  been 
made  to  ihe  depth  of  23  feet,  leaving  only  about  50 
feet  more  to  be  completed. 


The  Globe  (ministerial  paper)  announces  that 
her  majesty  is  again  in  an  “interesting  situation,” 
at  once  exciting  the  hopes  and  sympathies  ol  the 
nation. 

Sir  Will  Colebroake  is  to  succeed  sir  John  Har- 
vey, governor  of  New  Brunswick,  who  has  been 
recalled. 

L.oss  of  the  Governor  Fenner.  One  of  the  most 
awful  collisions  that  ever  took  place  *at  sea,  hap- 
pened on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  20th  ult.  about 
twoo’clock.  The  Ainericanship  GovernorFenner, 
captain  Andrews,  left  Liverpool  the  preceding  day, 
about  noon,  with  a crew  of  seventeen  men,  and  one 
hundred  and  six  steerage  passengers,  consisting  of 
men,  women  and  children;  and  when  off  Holyhead, 
she  came  in  collision  with  the  steamer  Nottingham, 
striking  her  amidships,  and  reducing  her  to  a com- 
plete wreck.  Contrary,  however,  to  what  might  be 
expected,  the  vessel  striking  sustained  greater  in- 
jury than  the  one  struck.  The  Nottingham,  though 
greally  injured,  continued  to  float,  and  ultimately 
arrived  in  port;  but  the  Governor  Fenner  was  so 
dreadfully  shattered,  that  she  began  to  sink  imme- 
diately, and  in  less  than  five  minutes  went  to  the 
bottom,  engulphing  in  the  waves  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  souls!  The  only  persons 
saved  belonging  to  the  ship,  were  captain  Andrews 
and  the  mate,  who  were  both  on  deck  when  the 
vessels  struck.  The  mate  saved  his  life  by  jump- 
ing from  the  fore-yard-arm  on  the  deck  of  the  Not- 
tingham, and  the  captain  after  failing  to  jump  on 
the  steamer,  caught  a rope  that  was  hanging  from 
her  side,  just  as  his  own  vessel  was  going  down. 
The  shrieks  of  the  unhappy  passengers,  who  were 
roused  from  their  beds  by  the  shock,  were  most  ap- 
palling; but  in  less  than  five  minutes  the  vessel 
went  down,  carrying  with  it  every  soul  on  board. 

The  Governor  Fenner  was  a ten  year  old  ship, 
built  at  New  York,  and  recently  repaired  at  Liver- 
pool, and  strengthened,  at  an  expenditure  of  $8,000, 
with  a number  of  iron  knees.  She  was  about  500 
tons  burden,  and  was  considered  in  every  respect 
one  of  the  best  and  most  seaworthy  of  the  vessels 
of  her  class.  She  was  the  property  of  Messrs.  An- 
drews & Co.  of  New  York.  The  commander,  capt. 
S.  E.  Andrews,  was  of  the  firm,  and  owned  a quar- 
ter of  the  vessel. 

Liverpool  cotton  markets.  During  the  weekend- 
ing Feb.  20,  the  demand  for  cotton  was  extensive, 
and  the  sales  amounted  at  47,750  bales,  including 
17,300  American  on  speculation,  and  450  for  ex- 
port. 28,590  New  Orleans,  at  6d.  to  8 l-3d.  The 
sales  of  the  week  ending  the  27th  ult.  were  31,790 
bales,  including  9,800  American  on  speculation- 
16,820  New  Orleans,  6d.  to  8d.;  4,080  Mobile,  &c! 
6£d.  to  7§d.  The  market  being  rather  freely  sup- 
plied, the  demand  was  moderate. 

Feb.  27.  We  have  had  a great  demand  for  cot- 
ton to  day,  and  the  sales  amount  to  7,500  bales  at 
very  full  prices,  with  a gradually  advancing  mar- 
ket. Speculators  are  by  no  means  inactive,  having 
taken  of  the  above  from  2,500  to  3,000  bales. 

March  1.  We  have  had  another  brisk  day  in 
cotton.  Consumers  are  very  active  buyers,  and 
have  taken  5,000  bales  at  Saturday’s  full  prices, 
in  many  instances  an  advance  of  |d.  on  Friday’s 
prices  has  been  paid;  2,000  bales  are  placed  to  spe- 
culators’ account;  to-day  the  market  closes  with  a 
firm  and  healthy  feeling. 

March  3.  To  day  there  has  been  a very  limited 
demand  for  cotton,  not  more  than  2,500  bags,  in- 
cluding 800  American  on  speculation.  The  par* 
tial  advance  obtained  in  the  early  part  oflhe  week 
is  quite  lost. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  March  2.  The  only  alter- 
ation, on  Friday  last,  in  the  duties  on  grain  from 
foreign  ports  is  a decrease  of  Is.  6d.  per  quarter  on 
rye.  Some  further  parcels  of  bonded  flour,  here 
and  on  the  passage,  have  changed  hands,  at  25s.  a 
25s.  6d.  per  bbl.  and  some  few  purchases,  for  ex- 
port, have  been  made  at  26s.  at  which  this  article 
is  now  generally  held,  and  in  consequence  the  spi- 
rit ofspeculation  has  a little  subsided;  in  bonded 
grain  little  has  been  done,  and  prices  quoted  almost 
nominally. 

March  3.  At  this  day’s  market  we  experienced 
a dullness,  influenced  by  the  decline  in  Mark-lane 
I yesterday,  and  sales  were  made  only  to  a very  mo- 
1 derate  extent  of  wheat  at  a decline  of  Id.  to  2d.  per 
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70  lbs.  and  of  other  ai  tides  at  barely  the  nominal 
prices  of  this  day  week.  . - 

The  corn  trade  and  the  crops.  A decided  improve- 
ment has  taken  place  both  in  the  demand  for  and 
value  of  wheat  within  the  last  eight  days;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  a further  rise 
in  tbe  price  must  occur.  This  disposition  to  spe- 
culate seems  principally  based  on  the  supposition, 
that  the  stocks  are  greatly  exhausted,  and  that  an 
importation  from  abroad  will  be  required  before 
next  harvest.  The  quantity  held  by  the  merchants 
and  millers  i?,  we  know,  unusually  small;  but  we 
feel  convinced  that  larger  stocks  are  held  at  the 
present  time  by  growers  than  was  the  case  at  this 
period  of  either  1840  or  1839.  That  there  was  room 
for  a rise,  after  the  unnecessary  depression  which 
prices  underwent  last  autumn,  we  are  fully  prepar- 
ed to  allow;  but,  when  we  consider  the  appearance 
of  the  rick-yards  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  we 
think  a somewhat  too  sanguine  view  of  the  subject 
is  taken,  and  certainly  are  not  disposed  to  believe 
that  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in  finding  the  quan- 
tity of  wheat  necessary  to  carry  us  to  the  next  har- 
vest; whilst,  therefore,  the  growing  crop  progresses 
favorably,  no  real  reason  exists  to  apprehend  any 
very  considerable  rise  on  present  terms,  though  a 
healthy  trade,  and  the  fluctuation  of  a few  shillings 
up  and  down  may,  we  think,  be  expected.  The 
weather  has,  during  the  week,  been  mild  and  open, 
with  a good  deal  of  rain,  which  has  kept  the  land 
in  too  wet  a state  to  allow  of  field  work  being  ac- 
tively commenced.  Respecting  the  wheat  plant, 
we  continue  to  receive  very  satisfactory  accounts, 
most  of  the  reports  describing  the  appearance  of 
the  blade  as  vigorous  and  healthy. 

[Murk  Lane  Express. 

CHINA. 

Most  important  and  calamitous  intelligence  from 
Pechele  and  Chusan.  At  9 P.  M.  on  Oct.  6,  H.  M. 
S.  Cruizer,  H.  W.  Gifford,  esq.  commander,  arrived 
from  Chusan.  Her  letters  were  delivered  to  H.  M. 
S.  Columbine;  the  packet  was  large  but  few  have 
as  yet  reached  Macao.  We  presume  orders  from 
his  superior  officer  prevented  captain  Gifford  from 
remaining;  but  her  arrival  in  India — should  she  be 
the  first  to  arrive — without  commercial  letters  from 
China  will  cause  great  disappointment  to  thousands. 

The  intelligence  brought  by  the  Cruizer  is,  that 
an  imperial  commissioner  is  on  his  way  to  Canton 
invested  with  imperial  powers  to  amicably  arrange 
the  difficulties  between  China  and  Great  Britain; 
and  that  corresponding  with  his  progress,  admiral 
Elliot  is  proceeding  with  the  whole  fleet  to  the 
southward,  with  the  intention  of  meeting  the  im- 
perial commissioner  in  Canton,  and  to  commence 
negotiations  for  the  arrangement  of  affairs.  The 
commissioner  may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  Canton 
about  the  15th  or  20th  inst. 

Lin,  the  present  governor  of  Canton,  and  former- 
ly high  commissioner,  is  placed  under  what  the 
Chinese  call  “examinators”  who  are  to  investigate 
his  conduct  since  his  arrival  in  Canton  on  March 
10,  1839. 

The  state  of  matters  in  Chusan  is  very  lamenta- 
ble. Mrs.  Noble,  3 of  H.  M.’s  officers  and  25  men 
(a  boat’s  crew)  had  been  seized  by  the  Chinese, 
and  sent  over  to  Ningpo;  they  are  well  treated,  and 
with  fair  speeches,  the  Chinese  promise  they  shall  be 
restored  immediately  the  English  evacuate  Chusan. 
The  last  words  we  have  heard  are  that  captain  El- 
liot and  Mr.  Morrison  had  gone  over  to  Ningpo  to 
negotiate  for  their  release.  Keshen  has  been  re- 
peatedly in  communication  with  admiral  Elliot;  the 
Chinese  statesmen  is  described  as  being  peculiarly 
bland  in  his  manners,  but  the  chief  drift  of  his  con- 
versations was  to  deprecate  the  opium  trade;  and  it 
is  said  some  kind  of  half  promises  have  been  made 
by  the  chief  commissioner  that  the  opium  trade 
shall  be  one  of  the  questions  of  the  future  negotia- 
tions. 

We  have  headed  the  foregoing  intelligence  as 
being  most  important  and  calamitous;  we  consider 
it  the  most  disastrous,  the  most  miserable  intelligence 
that  can  go  abroad  for  the  national  honor  and  com- 
mercial interest  of  England. 

Mark  and  remark  the  absurdity  of  the  proceed- 
ings: a British  naval  force  arrives  off  the  Peiho 
river;  the  mere  appearance  of  these  ships  bends  the 
Pekin  government  down  to  the  measure  of  deput- 
ing one  of  the  highest  officers  in  the  empire  to  con- 
fer with  the  English  barbarian  on  the  subject  oi' his 
grievances;  well,  why  does  not  the  barbarian,  with 
his  armed  force— -the  effect  of  its  presence  in  the 
waters  of  the  province  of  Pechele  he  has  already 
proved,— -commence  his  negotiations — if  negotia- 
tions are  to  be  again  commenced — on  board  H.  M. 
ship,  or  at  Tientsin,  only  90  mi|es  from  Pekin, 
the  .capital  of  the  empire  and  where  the  son  of 
heaven,  the  sacred  and  supreme  ruler  resides? 

No!  be  i3  cajoled  by  the  bland,  polife  and  wily 
Kx-sheu  to  remove  the  only  evidence  of  his  power 


the  only  efficient  part  of  his  mission — her  majesty’s 
ships  of  war — near  2,000  miles  to  the  southward,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  northeast  monsoon,  and 
renew  his  negotiations  in  Canton! — that  city  where 
the  British  name  and  nation  has  been  trampled  in  the 
dust  and  robbed  of  its  property!  that  city  over  which 
the  English  flag  should  have  waved  th  ee  months  ago! 
that  city  which  the  British  superintendent  declared  in 
April,  1839,  he  would  make  too  hot  to  hold  any  one! 

0 most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion!  The  result 
of  the  capture  of  Chusan,  of  the  loss  of  British 
lives,  the  pining  sickness  of  gallant  British  soldiers, 
the  wrecks  of  British  ships,  of  a large  military  and 
naval  expedition,  on  which  the  eyes  of  the  world 
are  fixed — is  the  presence  of  a British  admiral  in 
Canton  negotiating  on  that  spot  where  his  country- 
men were  imprisoned,  robbed,  disgraced!  How 
can  he  put  his  foot  on  board  a Chinese  boat,  the 
laughter,  the  derision  of  the  emperor,  Keshen,  Lin, 
the  hong  merchant,  linguists,  of  every  fisherman 
and  Tankea  boatwoman  and  child  on  the  pearly 
river  of  Canton? 

The  end,  then,  of  nearly  two  years  of  intense 
anxiety  is,  that  British  affairs  and  interests  in  the 
autumn  of  1840,  are  exactly  where  they  were  in  the 
spring  of  1839: — no! — not  where  they  then  were, 
but  in  an  infinitely  more  complicated,  and  conse- 
quently, m a more  disgraced  condition! 

Another  imperial  commissioner  is  to  come  to 
Canton  to  settle  matters!  this  devoutly  not  to  be 
wished  consummation,  would  have  resulted  before 
the  end  of  July,  had  the  Bocca  Tigris  been  garri- 
soned by  British  troops  on  June  22,  and  immedi- 
ately afterwards  possession  taken  of  the  city  of 
Canton. 

The  effect  of  these  negotiations  will  be  to  disturb 
men’s  minds,  to  cause  great  fluctuations  in  the 
markets,  and  injure  very  materially  British  com- 
merce. [Canton  Register,  Oct.  7. 

England  and  China.  We  commend  to  the  atten- 
tion of  our  readers  the  following  letter,  written  by 
the  rev.  Dr.  Parker,  who  has  spent  several  years  in 
Canton,  and  enjoyed  unusual  facilities  for  forming 
a correct  estimate  of  the  Chinese  character,  and  of 
the  contest,  now  become  a national  one,  between  a 
powerful  island  queen  and  the  greatest  sovereign  of 
the  east.  It  was  written  at  the  request  of  a dis- 
tinguished gentleman,  but  as  the  views  of  the  wri- 
ter, founded  upon  a close  observation  of  events  oc- 
curring under  his  own  eye,  differ  from  the  prevail- 
ing opinions  respecting  that  controversy,  we  are 
persuaded  the  letter  will  be  perused  by  our  readers 
with  no  common  degree  of  interest. 

To  the  hon.  S.  T.  A.  Sir:  Several  weeks  have 
elapsed  since  our  conversation  relative  to  the  ex- 
isting difficulties  between  England  and  China.  On 
private  and  public  occasions  I have  frequently  been 
interrogated  upon  the  subject,  and  with  candor 
have  endeavored  to  present  the  (acts,  concerning 
which  there  has  been  and  still  is  great  misappre- 
hension in  this  country.  At  this  late  hour  I reply 
to  your  request,  and  the  often  repeated  solicitations 
of  public  men  and  private  friends,  to  exhibit  the 
views  of  disinterested  and  impartial  observers,  who 
have  been  in  China  during  this  revolution.  As  the 
opinions  of  most  are  strongly  established  against 
the  justice  of  the  British  cause,  it  seems  necessary 
to  approach  the  topic  with  reserve  and  with  claims 
well  founded  to  impartiality.  With  increased  at- 
tachment to  my  own  country,  from  having  left  it,  I 
can  view,  without  bias,  the  virtues  of  the  vices  of 
other  counties.  That  I am  ardently  attached  to  the 
Chinese,  I can  give  no  higher  proof  than  that  my 
life  is  devoted  exclusively  to  their  best  good;  that  I 
love  and  honor  England  cannot  be  denied,  and  that 

1 can  speak  impartially  of  her  government  and 
public  men  is  also  claimed. 

Two  very  common  and  erroneous  opinions  are 
entertained  on  this  subject,  viz:  that  the  British 
government  has  sent  a military  and  naval  force  to 
China,  to  perpetuate  the  opium  traffic;  and  that 
their  concealed  object  is  conquest.  These  conclu- 
sions are  not  adopted  by  those  who  have  resided  in 
China.  In  official  language  the  real  object  is  “in- 
demnity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future;” 
or  satisfaction  for  wrongs  acknowledged  on  all 
hands,  which  have  been  done,  and  to  restore  that 
commerce  which,  by  imperial  edict,  has  been  “cut 
off  to  eternity;”  and,  by  right  of  treaty,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  the  evil  which  has  been  inflicted 
on  the  Chinese  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  outrages  committed  on  the  English 
on  the  other. 

So  far  as  appears,  the  British  government  has 
never  sympathized  with  the  opium  traffic,  but  quite 
the  contrary.  Lord  Palmerston,  in  1838,  address- 
ed the  chief  superintendent  of  commerce  in  Chi- 
na to  this  effect:  “Her  majesty’s  government  can- 
not protect  her  subjects,  in  carrying  on  a traffic, 
which  is  prohibited  by  the  nations  to  which  they 


trade.”  So  far  from  fostering  the  opium  traffic, 
the  British  superintendent,  captain  Elliot,  in  1838, 
made  overtures  to  bis  excellency  Tang,  governor 
of  Canton,  to  meet  him,  or  such  officers  as  he 
might  depute,  to  concert  measures  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  an  evil  in  which  both  Chinese  and  English 
were  implicated.  His  excellency  replied,  “I  rule 
over  the  land  of  Yue,  (i.  e.  the  south  of  China); 
the  evil  which  seems  so  great  to  you,  is  to  me  do 
more  than  an  insect  upon  a man’s  nose,  which  is 
brushed  off  at  pleasure.  I require  none  of  your 
assistance.”  Then  the  British  superintendent, 
upon  bis  own  responsibility,  ordered  the  opium 
schooners  out  of  the  inner  waters.  His  sentiments 
in  reference  to  the  result  of  this  traffic,  at  that 
time,  were  thus  expressed:  “The  distressing  de- 
gradation of  the  foreign  character,  the  painful  fact 
that  such  causes  expose  us  more  and  more  to  the 
just  indignation  of  this  government  and  people, 
and  diminish  the  sympathies  of  our  own.”  [Chi- 
nese Repository,  vol.  7,  page  452  and  ’3].  When 
captain  Elliot  heard  of  the  appointment  of  an  im- 
perial commissioner,  to  repair  to  Canton  to  sup- 
press the  trade,  he  renewed  his  overtures  to  meet 
him,  but  with  the  same  want  of  success.  On  the 
arrival  of  Lin  at  Canton,  March  11,  1S37,  where 
he  made  prisoners  both  the  innocent  and  guilty, 
captain  Elliot,  hearing  of  this,  repaired  to  the  pro- 
vincial city,  at  the  risk  of  his  life.  Reaching 
Whampoa,  he  presented  his  passport  at  the  custom 
house,  but  was  told  he  could  not  proceed.  Through 
a linguist  he  replied:  “I  hear  that  British  subjects 
are  in  duress  at  Canton.  I hold  in  ray  hand  the 
official  permit  to  pass  and  repass  between  Macao 
and  Canton;  dead  or  alive,  I am  going  to  Canton,” 
and  passed  on,  pursued  by  Chinese  officers  and 
soldiers;  and  when  he  could  proceed  no  further 
with  her  majesty’s  cutter,  he  took  a small  boat, 
manned  with  men  from  the  sloop  Larne,  and  in  full 
uniform  proceeded,  sword  in  hand,  shoving  off’  the 
soldiers  and  others  that  opposed  his  boat,  daring 
the  officers  to  fire  upon  him.  As  the  official  boats 
were  anchored  in  the  river,  swinging  to  the  tide, 
before  the)7  could  get  round  he  had  passed  ahead  of 
them,  and  by  extreme  good  fortune  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  British  consulate  hall,  when  a Chi- 
nese porter,  who  chanced  to  be  present,  threw  open 
the  gate  to  him  and  fled  for  his  safety.  Had  the 
wind  died  away,  or  the  tide  failed  five  minutes 
sooner,  he  had  been  foiled,  as  the  cordon  of  Chi- 
nese boats  closed  in  immediately  alter  him,  cutting 
off  all  communication.  The  manner  in  which  the 
gallant  officer  effected  his  landing  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  experienced  the  emotions 
his  presence  afforded,  and  whose  condition  was 
thus  ameliorated.  In  the  words  of  his  countrymen, 
alluding  to  the  fact,  “it  was  worthy  a British  offi- 
cer.” 

The  aspect  of  affairs  was  now  entirely  changed. 
Instead  of  being  a difficulty  between  the  commis- 
sioner and  a few  individuals,  it  becomes  in  effect 
one  between  the  court  of  St.  James  and  Taou- 
Kwang.  A British  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  with  two  hundred  or  more  of  his  fellow  sub- 
jects, innocent  or  guilty  become  prisoners.  The 
surrender  of  the  opium,  both  that  which  was  in 
China  and  that  which  was  on  the  passage  thither, 
was  demanded  on  penalty  of  starvation  and  death. 
In  this  dilemma,  captain  Elliot  requires  it  to  be 
surrendered  to  him,  pledging  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment for  the  indemnity,  and  hence  the  ground  for 
requiring  pay  from  the  Chinese.  Had  the  contra- 
band article  been  wrested  in  the  usual  way,  and  the 
los3  had  come  upon  the  party  eugaged  in  the  trade, 
it  is  probable  that  the  British  government  had  never 
made  any  such  demand. 

Soon  after  the  imprisonment  of  all  foreigners  in 
Canton,  in  conversation  with  captain  Elliot,  he  re- 
marked, (and  the  circumstances  justify  repeating 
what  otlierwise  might  seem  a breach  of  confidence), 
“I  repeat  the  words  of  lord  Palmerston.  So  far  as 
the  opium  traffic  is  concerned,  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment is  prepared  to  go  to  the  utmost  extreme 
of  leniency;  but  when  the  Chinese  shall  take  the 
life  of  a British  subject,  that  is  the  point  at  which  a 
new  understanding  must  be  had  between  the  two 
governments.”  In  the  second  communication  to 
lord  Palmerston,  after  his  arrival  at  Canton,  capt. 
Elliot  speaks  of  “the  opium  evil  as  one  at  which 
every  feeling  of  humanily  must  revolt.” 

In  the  manifesto  of  capt.  Elliot,  published  in 
Chinese  on  the  arrival  of  the  British  forces,  Jan. 
26,  1S40,  he  uses  the  following  language  in  refer- 
ence to  his  former  overtures.  The  commissioner 
disregarded  the  immediate  offer  of  Elliot  to  fulfil  the 
imperial  pleasure,  which  he  was  ready  faithfully  to 
do  in  a manner  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
empire,  with  the  preservation  of  peace,  and  with 
the  obligations  of  justice  to  innocent  and  absent 
men,  unconnected  with  Hip  traffic  in  opium,  &c. 
(Chinese  Repository,  vol.  7,  p.  110). 
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That  line  of  demarcation  laid  down  by  lord  Pal- 
merston ha3  been  passed.  A British  schooner  sail- 
ing from  Macao  to  Hong-Kong,  manned  by  seven 
lasears  and  with  one  European,  who  never  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  opium  in  his  life,  (neither  was  the 
schooner  carrying  opium),  was  becalmed  under 
Lantaon.  A Chinese  war  junk,  or  boat,  approach- 
ed her  in  this  situation,  and  fired  charcoal  into  her, 
and  then  boarded  her,  and  killed  such  of  the  crew 
as  did  not  jump  overboard.  Mr.  Mass,  the  only 
white  man,  had  his  nose  and  ears  cut  off,  and  the 
latter  wantonly  thrust  in  his  mouth,  and  he  left  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat,  as  they  supposed,  dead, 
but  he  survives  a witness  against  them.  This  act 
has  been  acknowledged  by  the  government  by  be- 
stowing rewards  upon  the  perpetrators.  At  first  it 
was  presumed  none  but  pirates  could  have  done 
such  a deed.  Now,  it  is  sincerely  believed  that  it  is 
the  object  of  the  British  government  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  outrages,  and  to  restore  her 
commerce,  and  to  perform  a work  which,  when  ac- 
complished, shall  lay  the  people  of  China  under 
lasting  obligations  to  her,  and,  so  far  from  meriting 
severe  censure,  shall  receive  the  gratulations  and 
’ thanks  of  western  nations. 

These  are  the  views  regarding  the  justice  of  the 
interposition  of  the  British  government,  which  are 
generally  entertained  by  all  foreign  residents  in 
China.  The  impartial  editor  of  the  Chinese  Repo- 
sitory (vide  C.  R.  May,  1S39,  vol.  8,  p.8.)  writes, 
“We  would  have  the  era  which  has  been  nowreach- 
ed,  marked  by  an  effort  to  bring  the  -united  moral 
power  of  the  western  world  to  bear  with  an  irresis- 
tible pressure  on  the  high  barriers  which  have  so 
long  separated  China  from  the  most  enlightened 
and  peaceful  states  of  Christendom.  The  real 
grounds  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  Chinese  are  com- 
mon to  all.  (Vol.  8,  p.8).  The  rubicon  is  passed. 
Within  the  boundaries  over  which  the  Chinese 
claim  jurisdiction,  a force  has  entered  that  cannot 
be  expelled  and  will  not  pay  homage.  The  strug- 
gle now  begun  will  not,  and  ought  not  to  end,  until 
the  civilities,  the  rights,  and  immunities  usually 
yielded  to  and  claimed  by  civilized  nations  are  se- 
cured. All  the  world  must  rejoice  that  such  a force 
is  here.”  • 

The  wisdom  of  the  course  adopted  by  that  force 
since  its  arrival  in  China  is  not  now  a subject  of 
consideration;  my  object  is  attained  if  the  few  of 
many  facts,  above  alluded  to,  shall  tend  to  correct 
the  misapprehension  of  the  public  mind.  The  sub- 
ject is  not  exhausted. 

One  word  in  respect  to  the  opium  evil.  What- 
ever speculative  opinions  may  have  been  entertain- 
ed formerly  of  the  innocence  of  the  use  of  opium, 
that  it  is  a harmless  luxury,  can  no  longer  be  enter- 
tained. Though  much  has  been  published,  both  in 
China  and  in  western  nations,  upon  the  evil,  so  far 
as  I have  seen,  the  half  has  not  been  told  or  gene- 
rally conceived.  The  evil  is  of  the  most  revolting 
character;  and  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  an  enlightened 
and  Christian  nation,  that  glories  in  having  accom- 
plished so  much  for  the  advancement  of  our  race  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  should  send  a naval  and 
military  expedition  to  China  to  force  on  her  this 
odious  traffic?  If  so,  well  may  the  voice  of  univer- 
sal censure  be  raised  against  her,  and  the  displea- 
sure of  Him  who  rules  over  the  nations  and  avenges 
the  wrongs  of  the  innocent  be  feared  and  realised. 
With  great  respect,  yours,  &e.  P.  P. 

Washington,  March  15,  1841. 

FRANCE. 

The  treaty  between  France  and  Buenos  Ayres  is 
now  accepted  by  the  two  chambers,  and  ratified  by 
the  French  government. 

The  French  papers  speak  of  the  financial  embar- 
rassments of  the  government.  There  are  not  more 
than  sixty  millions  of  francs  in  the  treasury — a sum 
inadequate  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
administration. 

Inundations  in  France.  The  Rhine  has  again  burst 
through  its  temporary  banks;  the  river  may  be  seen 
carrying  away  with  it  large  trees,  timber,  furni- 
ture, and  sometimes  even  entire  cottages.  Dwellers 
in  isolated  habitations  have  become  a prey  to  the 
most  cruel  suffering;  many  are  to  be  seen  on  the 
roofs,  raising  their  arms  and  voices,  and  crying  for 
succor.  The  cattle  have  generally  gone  to  the 
hills,  but  many  have  been  drowned  in  the  stables 
and  farms. 

General  Bugeaud  has  sailed  for  Algiers.  Great 
works  of  colonization  will  be  commenced  in  the 
Matidja,  where  a number  of  villages,  surrounded  by 
fosses,  are  to  be  constructed.  Two  thousand  Swiss 
Catholics,  who  had  resolved  on  emigrating  to  Ame- 
rica, have  been  invited  by  the  French  authorities  to 
form  a settlement  in  the  Metidja,  where  they  have 
been  promised  an  extensive  tract  of  land. 

ALGIERS. 

It  is  stated  that  col.  Cavaignac.  had  completely 
routed  90o  of  Abd  el-Kader’s  regular  troops,  sup- 


ported by  a considerable  body  of  Kabiles,  who  pre- 
sented themselves  at  the  gates  of  the  town.  The 
ground  was  sharply  contested,  but  the  Arabs  finally 
fled.  The  French  loss  is  not  stated. 

SPAIN. 

There  is  very  little  news  from  Spain.  The  Douro 
question  having  been  settled,  the  Madrid  elections 
had  occupied  considerable  attention.  Gen.  Espar- 
tero  had  been  elected  senator  at  Saragossa.  All 
the  deputies  returned  by  that  city  belonged  to  the 
liberal  party. 

There  has  been  an  outbreak  by  the  medical  stu- 
dents in  Madrid,  which,  however,  had  been  prompt- 
ly suppressed. 

PORTUGAL. 

All  the  recent  military  demonstrations  conse- 
quent upon  the  anticipated  rupture  with  Spain, 
have  been  annulled,  and  the  projected  works  of  de- 
fence discontinued;  the  government  has  directed  its 
attention  to  the  measure,  which  has  long  been  a 
favorite  one,  of  dissolving  the  national  guard,  and 
re-constructing  it  on  the  principle  of  the  old  militia. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  approbation  of  the  grand  council  of  Berne 
has  been  given  to  the  acts  of  the  executive  council, 
in  aiding  the  government  of  Argau  during  the  late 
disturbances,  by  a majority  of  707  votes  to  16. 

It  is  stated  that  the  French  government,  in  com- 
pliance with  an  application  from  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna,  has  sent  instructions  to  barron  Mortier,  its 
ambassador  to  the  Swiss  confederation,  to  support 
the  remonstrances  of  the  emperor  against  the  sup- 
pression of  the  convents  in  the  canton  of  Argau. 

SWEDEN. 

Stockholm.  The  Russian  ambassador  recently  as- 
saulted the  footman  of  a lady  of  distinction.  This 
act,  in  the  king’s  palace,  is  punishable  with  death; 
and  as  the  lady  has  formally  complained  to  the 
court,  the  reply  of  the  emperor  is  most  anxiously 
looked  for. 

TURKEY,  EGYPT,  AND  SYRIA. 

The  Levant  mail  arrived  in  London  on  the  3d 
instant,  with  intelligence  from  Turkey,  Egypt  and 
Syria,  but  the  news  is  of  little  importance. 

The  dates  from  Constantinople  are  to  the  8th 
ult.  On  the  4th  a conference  was  held  at  the  mi- 
nistry of  foreign  affairs,  between  the  ambassadors 
of  the  four  allied  powers  and  Redschid  pasha,  who 
had  entirely  recovered  from  his  late  illness.  No- 
thing had  transpired  respecting  the  object. 

The  sublime  port  announced,  on  the  4th,  in  a 
proclamation,  the  conclusion  of  the  Egytian  ques- 
tion. 

The  sultan  expressed  to  Masloum  Bey  his  satis- 
faction at  the  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted 
the  negotiations  with  Mehemit  Ali. 

The  whole  Ottoman  fleet  had  reached  the  bay  of 
Marmorice,  and  on  the  5th  a portion  of  it  set  sail 
for  Constantinople.  The  rest  was  to  have  followed 
in  a day  or  two. 

It  was  expected  that  commodore  Napier  would 
shortly  repair  to  Smyrna  with  one  or  two  ships  of 
the  line,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  would 
proceed,  partly  to  Malta,  and  partly  to  Syracuse. 

Advices  from  Alexandria  are  to  the  7th  ult.  Ibra- 
him Pasha  was  expected  at  Alexandria  or  at  Da- 
mietla,  to  ascend  the  Nile  on  the  8th  or  9th  ult. 

The  firman  expected  from  Constantinople  had 
not  arrived,  notwithstanding  the  despatch  of  the 
fleet,  and  private  advices  stated  that  neither  it  nor 
the  return  of  the  consuls-general  might  be  expect- 
ed till  the  settlement  of  all  particulars  at  issue  be- 
tween the  porte  and  the  pasha. 

Further,  that  Russia  was  endeavoring  to  com- 
pass the  downfall  of  Redschid  pasha,  as  a partisan 
of  British  interests,  and  the  negotiator  of  a secret 
treaty,  whereby  England  had  obtained  the  freedom 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Euphrates  for  her  steam- 
boats, and  the  maintenance  of  a garrison  of  500 
men  at  Acre,  &c. 

Mehemit  Ali  had  commenced  his  military  colo- 
nization, and  had  promised  commodore  Napier  that 
he  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of  abolishing 
negro  slavery.  He  had  ordered  a review  of  cavalry 
and  artillery  on  the  6th  inst.  at  which  the  commo- 
dore was  present. 

The  plague  still  continued  at  Aelexandria  and 
Rosetta. 

The  Turkish  forces  under  general  Jochmus  were 
at  Jaffa,  and  all  attempts  to  interfere  with  there- 
treating  army  had  been  relinquished.  Up  to  that 
moment,  however,  preparations  for  an  attack  had 
been  persevered  in;  for  on  the  same  day,  2d  ult. 
letters  arrived  at  Alexandria  from  Beyrout  by  the 
Emmetic  packet,  (three  days  en  route),  stating 
that  they  were  shipping  cannons  there  for  the  at- 
tack on  Gaza. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

New  Grenada.  The  following  is  a copy  of  a let- 
ter received  by  captain  Waite,  of  the  brig  Emma, 
from  an  American  gentleman.  [ Norfolk  Beacon. 


Maracaibo,  February  Vith,  1841.  From  our  last 
advices  received  within  a few  days  from  New  Gre- 
nada, affairs  in  that  unfortunate  country  are  repre- 
sented as  being  in  a most  deplorable  and  gloomy 
state.  The  government  troops  500  strong  under 
colonel  Mustas,  marched  into  Cucuta,  without  any 
opposition;  the  inhabitants  having  deserted  the 
town.  General  Herran  was  on  his  march  to  the 
north  with  1,500  troops  destined  it  is  supposed,  for 
Mompos,  where  the  revolutionary  general  Carmona 
has  under  him  2,400  well  disciplined  men.  Mompo, 
is  a small  town  on  the  river  Magdelena,  distant 
about  six  days  travelling  from  Carthagena,  and  he 
has  no  doubt  selected  that  post  to  prevent  the  go- 
vernment troops  from  descending  the  river.  Gene- 
ral Mareno,  the  commander  of  Carthagena,  has  sta- 
tioned a number  of  gun  boats  on  the  river  to  sus- 
tain him.  In  the  republic  of  Venezuela  every  thing 
is  tranquil;  but  should  the  revolutionists  unfortu- 
nately succeeded  in  New  Grenada,  fears  are  enter- 
tained that  it  will  affect  public  tranquillity  here. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president. 

Robert  C.  Cornell,  of  New  York,  to  be  receiver 
general  of  public  money,  at  New  York,  in  (he  place 
of  Stephen  Allen,  removed. 

Samuel  Frothingham,  of  Boston,  to  be  receiver 
general  of  public  money  at  Boston,  in  the  place  of 
Isaac  Hill,  removed. 

Richard  K.  Kali,  of  Florida,  to  be  governor  in 
and  for  the  territory  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  Ro- 
bert R.  Reid,  removed. 

Charles  C.  Penrose,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  soli- 
citor of  the  treasury,  in  the  place  of  Matthew  Bur- 
chard,  removed. 

Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  to  be  auditor  of  the 
treasury  for  the  post  office  department,  in  the  place 
of  Charles  K.  Gardner,  removed. 

Paul  Rossignol,  to  be  superintendentofthe  branch 
mint  at  Dahlonega,  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  the 
place  of  J.  J.  Singleton. 

John  Williamson,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  record- 
er of  the  general  land  office,  in  the  place  of  Hud- 
son M.  Garland,  removed. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  to  be  deputy  postmas- 
ter at  Albany. 

Land  officers. 

Thomas  Scott,  register,  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  vice 
James  S.  McGinnis,  removed. 

Ambrose  Whitlock,  receiver,  Crawfordsville,  In- 
diana, vice  Ezekiel  McConnell,  removed, 

Hiram  Decker,  register,  Vincennes,  Indiana,  vice 
A.  Badollet,  resigned. 

Officers  of  the  customs — Collectors. 

Joseph  C.  Noyes,  Passamaquoddy,  Maine,  vice 
Sullivan  S.  Rawson,  removed. 

John  M.  Hale,  Frenchman’s  Bay,  Maine,  vice 
Edward  S.  Jarvis,  removed. 

Charles  J.  Abbott,  Penobscot,  Maine,  vice  Row- 
land H.  Bridgham,  removed. 

William  B.  Smith,  Machias,  Maine,  vice  William 
Brown,  removed. 

George  Thatcher,  Belfast,  Maine,  vice  Nathaniel 
M.  Lowney,  removed. 

George  Allen,  at  Waldoborough,  Maine,  vice 
Denny  McCobb,  removed. 

Jeremiah  Brooks,  at  York,  Maine,  vice  Joseph 
P.  Junkins,  removed. 

Parker  Shelden,  at  Bath,  Maine,  vice  Joseph 
Sewall  removed. 

William  P.  Briggs,  for  the  district  of  Vermont, 
vice  A.  W.  Hyde,  removed. 

Edward  Curtis,  New  York,  vice  John  J.  Morgan, 
removed. 

James  Hunter,  Savannah,  Georgia,  vice  Abm.B. 
Fannin,  removed. 

Surveyors. 

Shilowith  S.  Whipple,  Eastport,  Maine,  vice  Eze- 
kiel Foster,  removed. 

Bazelleel  Cushman,  Portland,  Maine,  vice  Ste- 
phen W.  Eaton,  removed. 

William  Taggart,  New  York,  vice  Ely  Moore, 
removed. 

Naval  officers. 

Isaac  P.  Davis,  at  Boston,  Mass,  vice  Isaac  O. 
Barnes,  removed. 

Thomas  Lord,  New  York,  vice  William  S.  Coe, 
removed. 

Vice  consul.  The  president  of  the  U.  States 
has  recognized  George  Chacon,  as  vice  consul  of 
Spain,  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

CIRCULAR. 

Department  qf  state,  March  20,  1841. 

To  the  hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  sec’ty  of  treasury: 

Sir:  The  president  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  a great 
abuse  to  bring  the  patronage  of  the  general  govern- 
ment into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections; 
and  that  this  abuse  ought  to  be  corrected  wherever 
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it  may  have  been  permitted  to  exist,  and  to  be  pre- 
vented for  the  future. 

He  therefore  directs  that  information  be  given  to 
all  officers  and  agents  in  your  department  of  the 
public  service  that  partisan  interference  in  popular 
elections,  whether  of  state  officers  or  officers  of 
this  government,  and  for  whomsoever  or  against 
■whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  or  the  payment  of 
any  contribution  or  assessment  on  salaries  or  official 
compensation  for  party  or  election  purposes,  will  be 
regarded  by  him  as  cause  of  removal. 

It  is  not  intended  that  any  officer  shall  be  re- 
strained in  the  free  and  proper  expression  and  main- 
tenance of  his  opinions  respecting  public  men  or 
public  measures,  or  in  the  exercise,  to  the  fullest 
degree,  of  the  constitutional  right  ol  suffrage.  But 
persons  employed  under  the  government,  and  paid 
for  their  services  out  of  the  public  treasury,  are  not 
expected  to  take  an  active  or  officious  part  in  at- 
tempts to  influence  the  minds  or  voters  of  others; 
such  conduct  being  deemed  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution  and  the  duties  of  public 
agents  acting  under  it;  and  the  president  is  resolv- 
ed, so  far  as  depends  upon  him,  that  while  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  people  shall 
be  free  from  undue  influences  of  official  station  and 
authority,  opinion  shall  also  be  free  among  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  the  government. 

The  president  wishes  it  further  to  be  announced 
and  distinctly  understood,  that  from  all  collecting 
and  disbursing  officers  promptitude  in  rendering 
accounts,  and  entire  punctuality  in  paying  balances, 
will  be  rigorously  exacted.  In  his  opinion  it  is 
time  to  return,  in  this  respect,  to  the  early  practice 
of  the  government,  and  to  hold  any  degree  of  delin- 
quency on  the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the  pub- 
lic money  just  cause  of  immediate  removal.  He 
deems  the  severe  observance  of  this  rule  to  be  es- 
sential to  the  public  service,  as  every  dollar  lost 
to  the  treasury  by  unfaithfulness  in  office  creates  a 
necessity  for  a new  charge  upon  the  people. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

[Similar  letters  have  been  addressed  to  other 
heads  of  departments.] 

Ex-president  Van  Buren.  Correspondence 
between  the  late  president  and  governor  Reynolds. 

Executive  department. 

City  of  Jefferson,  (Mo.)  Feb.  18,  1841. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  I have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  address. 

On  the  part  of  the  state  of  Missouri — a slate 
which  has  been  free  from  the  delusions  that  have 
brought  your  opponent  into  power,  and  which,  in 
the  hour  of  peril,  has  nobly  sustained  her  democra- 
tic faith — I feel  honored  in  being  selected  to  offer 
you  this  tribute  of  unabated  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom, virtue  and  patriotism  that  have  marked  your 
administration.  With  sentiments  of  high  regard,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  TH.  REYNOLDS, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 

To  his  excellency  M.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  S. 

Washington,  March  6,  1841. 

To  his  excellency  gov.  Reynolds: 

Sir:  Your  friendly  letter,  accompanied  by  an  ad- 
dress from  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Missouri,  came  to  my  hands  yesterday. 

I shall  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  great  satisfac- 
tion I have  derived  from  this  honorable  testimonial 
of  respect  and  regard,  rendered  doubly  valuable 
from  the  source  whence  it  proceeded.  Corning,  as 
it  obviously  does,  from  the  hearts  of  its  authors, 
you  may  be  assured  it  appeals  directly  to  my  own. 
It  is  given  at  a period  when  its  motives  cannot  be 
misinterpreted,  and  conveys  the  feelings  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  representatives  of  a state  second  to 
none  of  this  union  in  the  integrity  of  its  political 
principles,  its  present  prosperity,  and  future  pros- 
pects. 

Nowhere  has  a strict  and  invariable  adherence  to 
the  great  principles  of  free  government  been  at- 
tended with  more  beneficial  consequences  than  in 
fhe  state  of  Missouri.  Founding  their  political 
faith  on  the  simple,  self-denying  doctrines  of  the 
great  apostle  of  liberty,  and  firmly  resisting  all  the 
delusive  seductions  of  systems  which  have  only  re- 
sulted in  a sudden,  evanescent  prosperity,  as  sud- 
denly followed  by  disasters  and  ruin,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Missouri  have  steadily  pursued  their 
course  through  all  the  vissicitudes  of  conflicting 
parties  and  antagonist  principles,  without  despon- 
dency and  without  compromise,  thus  securing  the 
uniform  ascendancy  of  democratic  men,  as  well  as 
the  adoption  of  democratic  measures  in  her  coun- 
cils, from  the  period  of  her  admission  into  the  union 
until  the  present  time. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  a course  so  wise  and  so 
consistent  are  happily  exemplified  in  the  condition 
of  the  state,  Free  from  the  embarrassments  of  a 


public  debt,  and  a consequent  subjection  to  banking 
institutions  and  foreign  capitalists,  her  unbounded 
resources  remain  unfettered  by  the  chains  of  de- 
pendence, her  credit  remains  unimpaired,  and  her 
means  are  fully  adequate  to  all  her  wants,  without 
the  infliction  of  new  burdens  upon  her  citizens  or 
the  anticipation  of  future  resources  to  meet  the 
present  exigencies.  With  a mixed  currency,  com- 
posed of  a well-balanced  and  harmonious  co-opera- 
tion of  the  standard  of  value  and  its  paper  repre- 
sentative, the  latter  always  redeemable  on  demand, 
with  light  taxes,  and  no  necessity  for  increasing 
them,  and  with  a population  extensively  agricultu- 
ral and  mechanical — wise  enough  to  know  that  in- 
dustry, frugality  and  temperance,  are  the  only  true 
sources  of  public  and  private  prosperity,  the  only 
safeguards  of  republican  principles — the  state  of 
Missouri  presents  at  this  moment  a most  striking 
example  of  the  wisdom  and  efficacy  of  the  demo- 
cratic policy  when  steadily  maintained,  without  oc- 
casional interference  of  a counteracting  influence, 
interrupting  its  salutary  course,  and  sowing  the 
seeds  of  difficulties  which  occupy  years  to  over- 
come. Should  the  friends  of  democratic  principles 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  world  an  example  of  the 
results  of  their  steady  and  practical  application  to 
the  government  of  mankind,  they  may  turn  to  Mis- 
souri with  gratification  and  triumph. 

The  legislative  address  which  you  have  conveyed 
to  me  in  such  obliging  terms,  and  most  especially 
the  resolutions  subsequently  adopted  by  the  mem- 
bers in  convention,  speak  of  me,  in  connection 
with  the  next  presidential  election,  in  a way  which 
makes  a more  particular  notice  of  the  subject  on 
my  part,  consonant  with  that  unreserved  communi- 
cation of  my  opinions  and  wishes  in  relation  to 
public  affairs  which  1 have  always  maintained  with 
my  political  friends. 

Having,  for  years,  been  unceasingly  assailed 
with  the  imputation  of  intriguing  for  the  presiden- 
cy, I felt  it  due  to  myself  when  first  nominated,  as 
well  as  to  those  by  whom  that  nomination  was 
made,  to  put  these  charges  to  the  test,  by  declaring, 
in  the  face  of  my  fellow  citizens,  that  I had  neither 
solicited  the  aid,  nor  sought  the  support,  of  any 
man  for  that  high  and  responsible  station:  unless 
my  frank  replies  to  the  interrogatories  of  my  coun- 
trymen in  relation  to  public  measures  and  political 
principles,  together  with  my  constant  and  sincere 
efforts  to  make  myself  worthy  of  their  regard  and 
confidence,  were  liable  to  that  construction.  For 
the  truth  of  that  declaration,  I appealed  to  the  bun 
dreds  of  honorable  men  who  composed  the  then  re- 
cent convention — to  the  numerous  editors  and  poli- 
ticians throughout  the  union  who  had  distinguished 
me  by  their  preference — and  to  my  personal  cor- 
respondents and  friends,  not  excepting  the  very 
considerable  number  of  persons  once  my  intimate 
associates,  who,  in  the  fluctuations  of  politics,  had 
been  converted  into  opponents.  I affirmed  that  in 
none  of  these  classes,  or  in  any  other,  was  there  a 
man  who  could  truly  say  that  I had  solicited  his 
political  support,  or  with  whom  I had  entered,  or 
had  sought  to  enter,  into  any  arrangement  to  bring 
about  the  nomination  I had  then  received,  or  to  se- 
cure my  elevation  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate 
of  the  union.  I took  occasion  to  add,  that  I trusted 
1 should  be  excused  by  the  liberal  minded  of  all 
parties  for  thus  speaking  of  my  own  course  of  con- 
duct in  reference  to  a point  on  which  I had  been  so 
frequently  assailed,  and  had  hitherto  continued  si- 
lent— most  especially'  as  I alone  could  answer  for  it 
in  relation  to  all  my  countrymen,  though  thousands 
might  be  ready  to  answer. for  themselves. 

The  result  of  this  appeal  was  such  as  might  con- 
fidently be  expected  from  the  truth  in  which  it  was 
founded;  and  not  a voice  was  heard  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  position  I had  assumed.  It  did  not, 
however,  relieve  me  from  the  assaulis  of  my  oppo 
nents:  and  in  this  I was  not  disappointed;  for  I had 
sufficient  experience  in  such  matters  to  satisfy  me 
that,  as  long  as  I continued  to  merit  the  confidence 
of  my  friends,  I should  receive  the  condemnation 
ol'  my  foes,  and  that  tew  political  men  are  praised 
by  the  latter  until  they  are  about  abandoning  the 
formpr.  It  however  compelled  them  to  change 
their  position,  and  adopt  new  weapons  of  warfare. 

The  feelings  and  principles  by  which  my  con- 
duct was  then  regulated,  will  also  guide  it  in  the 
future;  and  my  friends  may  rest  assured  that  I will 
never  place  it  out  of  my  power  to  repeat,  with  per- 
fect truth,  the  declaration  I at  that  lime  felt  myself 
called  on  to  make. 

I did  not  on  that  occasion,  nor  do  I now7,  profess 
to  be  indifferent  to  a station  to  which  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  may  aspire,  by  just  and  honor- 
able means,  without  in  the  least  interferring  with 
rights  of  others,  because  I did  not  then,  nor  do  I 
now,  cherish  such  a feeling.  To  make  myself 
worthy  of  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  the 
most  powerful  confederation  of  states  that  ever  ex- 


isted, and  to  occupy  the  highest  station  among  men, 
if  it  could  be  gained  without  the  sacrifice  of  my 
principles  or  my  integrity,  was,  on  the  contrary,  the 
object  of  my  most  earnest  desire,  as  it  may  properly 
be  that  of  every  worthy  memberof  this  great  com- 
munity, where  no  man  is  precluded  from  obtain- 
ing the  highest  honors  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  present  occasion  seerns  to  me  one  which  not 
only  justifies  but  renders  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ex- 
press myself  with  that  perfect  frankness,  by  which 
communications  of  this  kind  between  friends  and 
brethreuof  the  same  prineiples,should,  inmy  opinion 
always  be  characterised.  I will,  therefore,  with  your 
permission,  proceed  to  state  my  sentiments  on  this 
last  head  a little  more  at  large. 

That  I am  deeply  and  greatly  impressed  with  the 
zeal  and  consistency  of  that  regard  and  confidence, 
so  fully  manifested  by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  as  well  as  by  many  others  of  my 
fellow  citizens  in  various  other  portions  of  the  union, 
under  circumstances  apparently  so  discouraging, 
you  cannot  doubt  for  a moment.  It  is,  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  unfeigned  respect  I cherish  for 
those  who  have  offered  me  these  testimonials  of 
continued  attachment,  that  I find  the  strongest  mo- 
tives to  meet  them  at  the  threshold,  by  a free  and 
frank  expression  of  my  views  and  feelings  on  the 
subject,  indicated  in  these  declarations  of  my 
friends. 

I beg  you,  therefore,  to  believe  me,  when  I in- 
form you  that  the  personal  interest  which  I feel  in 
the  selection  of  a candinate  for  the  next  presidency, 
is  restricted  to  a consideration  of  the  ultimate  in- 
fluence it  may  have  on  the  final  success  of  those 
great  principles  on  which  1 have  earnestly  labored 
to  administer  this  government — which  I have  ever 
believed,  and  still  believe,  essential  to  the  free- 
dom and  happiness  of  our  common  country,  and 
with  which  I have  always  been  content  to  stand  or 
fall. 

Althought  I might  never  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
shrink  from  any  and  every  responsibility  which  it 
may  please  the  democracy  of  the  United  States  to 
impose  on  me,  and  which  is  consistent  with  the 
respect  due  to  the  people  on  account  of  the  high 
stations  I have  held  by  their  choice,  I should  never- 
theless, be  not  merely  as  well,  but  better  satisfied 
at  seeing  those  great  objects  accomplished  under 
the  auspices  of  some  one  of  the  numerous  names 
to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  democracy,  whose  talents, 
character  and  services,  though  they  richly  merit, 
have  not  yet  received,  the  highest  rewards  of  the 
people. 

My  political  friends  every  where,  will,  I hope 
and  believe,  do  me  the  justice  to  regard  this  decla- 
ration, made  in  the  fulness  of  a greatlul  heart,  as 
indicating  with  absolute  sincerity  the  feeling  by 
which  I am  actuated.  They  are  made  upon  a consi- 
deration of  the  subject,  so  full  and  so  mature,  as  to 
exempt  the  views  and  opinions  they  express,  as  far 
as  belongs  to  human  determination,  from  all  liability 
to  change. 

No  one  can  expect  or  should  desire  to  be  always 
in  office  under  a government  and  institutions  like 
ours;  and  I have  enjoyed  that  privilege  long  enough 
to  satisfy  my  utmost  ambition. 

With  regard  to  that  vital  consideration,  which,  in 
the  estimation  of  a well  organized  mind  and  an  ho- 
nest heart,  will  always  be  more  deep  and  impressive 
than  the  mere  trappings  of  office — I mean  the  con- 
sciousness of  rectitude  of  purpose  and  the  estima- 
tion of  friends — I think  I cannot  be  mistaken  in  be- 
lieving that  I could,  under  no  circumstances,  hope 
to  do  better.  If,  therefore,  there  be  any  political 
supporters  who  are  or  who  may  hereafter  be  induc- 
ed by  any  consideration  personal  to  myself,  by  a 
respect  to  my  feelings  under  a supposition  that  they 
have  been  wounded  or  embittered  by  a defeat  incur- 
red in  defence  of  their  principles,  to  bring  me  for- 
ward again  as  a candidate  for  re-election,  I beg  them, 
injustice  to  myself,  to  dismiss  all  such  motives 
from  their  minds.  I cherish  no  such  feelings,  and 
require  no  new  proofs  of  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  those  who  have  sustained  me  in  success  and 
rallied  around  me  in  defeat.  The  circumstances 
under  which  the  democracy  of  my  native  country, 
of  my  native  state,  and  of  the  sister  states,  have 
raised  me  from  the  first  to  the  last  step  of  advance- 
ment, the  opportunities  they  have  afforded  me  to 
exemplify  to  the  world  the  principles  by  which  I 
have  been  governed,  and  the  indomitable  spirit  with 
which  they  have  sustained  me  in  the  late  struggle 
to  baffle  the  exertions  and  appliances  of  selfish  and 
political  interests  combined  against  me,  and  against 
the  measures  which  I have  uniformly  advocated, 
and  in  part  succeeded  in  establishing,  have  imposed 
upon  me  an  obligation  lasting  as  life,  and  leav- 
ing on  my  heart  a debt  of  gratitude  I can  never  dis- 
charge. 
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It  will  be  time  enough  herealter  for  the  democra- 
cy to  designate  its  candidate.  It  is  not  to  be  dis- 
guised that  feelings  of  personal  kindness  towards 
myself,  and  for  which  I cannot  be  too  grateful,  have 
been  among  the  motives  for  thus  early  disignating 
me  for  the  station  trom  which  I have  just  retired. 
This  feeling  constitutes  a dangerous  ingredient  in 
political  operations,  and  from  no  one  could  an  at- 
tempt to  check  it  proceed  more  properly  than  from 
myself.  Preparations  for  the  next  presidential  elec- 
tion are  not,  on  this  occasion,  and  at  this  crisis, 
liable  to  the  ordinary  objection  of  prejudging  the 
conduct  of  the  incumbent  for  the  time  being,  inas- 
much as  he  will,  at  all  events,  retire  at  the  expiration 
of  the  constitutional  term. 

The  most  appropriate  as  well  as  most  useful  ex- 
ertion which  can  be  made  at  this  time  by  our  friends, 
is  in  adopting  the  best  measures  and  means  in  their 
power  for  the  explanation  and  diffusion  of  their 
principles,  the  detection  of  falsehoods,  and  the  dis- 
semination of  truth  among  the  great  body  of  the 
•aeople,  leaving  the  selection  of  their  candidate  to  a 
more  suitable  period.  In  the  latter,  the  democracy 
never  had  less  to  apprehend  from  discussion  among 
its  members,  since  there  has  not,  according  to 
my  best  judgment,  ever  been  a moment  when  the 
noble  and  patriotic  sentiment  advanced  by  your 
distinguished  representative,  “every  thing  for  the 
cause — nothing  for  men” — was  so  universal  among 
the  supporters  of  our  principles. 

In  the  efforts  to  be  made  by  the  great  democracy 
of  the  United  States  for  re  establishing  the  ascen- 
dency of  their  principles  in  the  administration  of  the 
general  government,  I shall  be  placed,  in  many  re- 
spects, by  the  station  I have  occupied  and  the  known 
sentiments  of  the  people  in  reference  to  the  con- 
duct becoming  the  position  in  which  I stand,  in  the 
situation  of  an  observer  only.  But  it  will  not,  I 
assure  you,  be  that  of  one  indifferent  to  the  result. 

1 can  never,  while  I live,  look  on  an  unconcerned 
spectator  where  the  great  principles,  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  which  1 have  devoted  the  best  years  of 
my  life,  and  the  success  of  w'hich,  I am  assured,  is 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  my  country  are  at  issue, 
and  my  friends  are  struggling  for  their  preservation 
with  the  stern  energies  of  men  conscious  of  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  and  annimated  by  the  full  as- 
surance of  its  ultimate  triumph. 

I cannot  close  this  communication  without  ex- 
pressing my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  friend- 
ly expressions  of  regard  and  confidence  conveyed 
in  your  letter,  and  assuring  you  that  they  added 
much  to  the  gratification  I received  from  the  honor- 
able testimonial  by  which  it  was  accompanied.  Re- 
spectfully your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

The  McLeod  case.  The  hon.  J.  J.  Critten- 
den, attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  left  the 
seat  of  government  last  week,  and  proceeded  to 
Lockport,  New  York,  in  consequence  of  the  pend- 
ing trial  there  of  McLeod. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  York  American, 
says — “The  conclusion  having  been  adopted,  that 
in  the  present  state  of  this  question  it  would  be 
improper  to  arrest  the  proceedings  before  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  circumstace  of  theoffence  of  which 
he  is  accused,  the  following  inquiry  naturally  pre- 
sents itself:  whether  the  federal  government  has  a 
right  to  intervene,  as  the  law  now  stands,  for  the 
protection  of  McLeod? 

That  it  has  such  a right  under  the  constitution 
can  scarcely  be  doubted,  when  it  is  considered- — - 

1st.  That  the  federal  government  is  invested  with 
the  exclusive  power  over  all  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country,  and  the  states  are  prohibited  from  in- 
terfering with  them  in  any  manner  except  with  the 
express  consent  of  congress.  Art.  1,  sec.  10. 

2d.  All  governments  have,  by  the  inherent  rights 
of  sovereignty,  the  power  to  maintain  those  rights, 
and  to  avenge  or  to  exact  satisfaction  for,  or  to  par- 
don, as  they  may  elect,  any  aggression  upon  them 
by  other  sovereign  states  or  acting  under  their  au- 
thority. 

3d.  As  aggressions  of  this  character  must  neces- 
sarily become  the  subject  of  national  intervention, 
and  be  repelled;  or,  if  requisite,  satisfaction  must 
be  exacted  by  the  national  arms;  it  follows  that  so 
tar  as  the  punishment  or  pardon  of  such  otfences 
may  form  the  object  of  negotiation  with  foreign 
powers,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  government 
was  intended  by  the  constitution  to  control  that  of 
the  states  as  to  offences  of  this  character.  I do  not 
intend  to  say  that  the  state  courts  are  divested  of 
the  power  to  inquire  into  such  offences,  or  that  they 
may  not  try,  convict  and  sentence  persons  accused 
of  such  crimes;  nor  do  I mean  to  assert  that,  under 
the  laws  as  they  now  stand,  the  sentence  may  not 
be  carried  into  effect.  There  is  some  doubt  how 


far  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  would  au- 
thorise an  appeal  to  the  federal  courts  in  case  of 
conviction.  Still,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  execu- 
tive of  a state  would  hesitate,  if  requested  by  the 
president,  to  postpone  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence, until  congress  should  pass  the  laws  necessary 
to  bring  the  question  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
federal  courts — either  by  appeal  after  conviction, 
or  by  removing  the  cause  before  trial,  in  a mode 
similar  to  that  provided  in  revenue  cases  by  the  act 
of  1833. 

The  want  of  a law  to  carry  the  powers  of  the  fe- 
deral government  into  effect  m3y  prove  a temporary 
embarrassment;  but  it  can  be  easily  remedied  at 
the  extra  session — and  the  federal  government  will 
then  possess  the  actual  power,  as  well  as  the  con- 
stitutional authority,  of  disposing  of  the  question. 
The  manner  in  which  that  power  is  to  be  exercised 
will  form  the  nextsubject  of  inquiry.  J.  B. 

Trial  postponed.  In  consequence  of  an  error  com- 
mitted by  the  clerk  of  Niagara  county,  in  drawing 
a jury  for  the  term  of  the  court  to  have  commenced 
on  Monday,  the  term  would  not  be  held,  and  the 
trial  of  McLeod  will  of  necessity  from  this  cause, 
independent  of  others,  be  postponed  till  the  next 
term  of  the  court. 

General  Scott  was  in  Albany  at  the  last  dates, 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  his  fall;  but  would  pro- 
ceed, notwithstanding  the  postponement  of  the  trial, 
to  the  frontier,  where  some  indications  were  sup- 
posed to  exist  of  a purpose  of  rescue,  by  lawless 
persons  from  the  Canada  shore.  The  precautionary 
measures  taken  will  doubtless  put  an  end  to  such 
projects,  if  entertained. 

Frontier  defence.  While  we  entertain  no 
apprehension  of  any  speedy,  or  even  remote,  col- 
lision with  Great  Britain,  we  cannot  but  express 
our  suprise  and  regret  that  so  little  interest  appears 
to  be  felt  for  the  protection  of  our  northern  frontier. 
From  Buffalo  to  Mackinac — every  foot  of  which  is 
accessible  to  an  enemy— there  are  not  fifteen  hun- 
dred troops  stationed!  Nor  is  a single  fort  or  gar- 
rison—not  a single  block  house  or  breast  work — 
nothing  which  wears  the  slightest  appearance  of  a 
fortification!  The  whole  border  is  perfectly,  shame- 
lessly, exposed;  while  upon  the  opposite  shore,  there 
are  numerous  depots  of  war  munitions — forts,  gar- 
risons, block  houses,  &.c.  well  fortified  arid  well 
manned.  And  within  two  days  march  of  the  lakes 
there  are  more  than  six  thousand  veteran,  disciplin- 
ed troops,  ready  at  a moments  notice,  to  enter  upon 
all  the  duties  of  sanguinary  warfare. 

[Detroit  Adv. 

Printers  to  the  senate.  The  discharge  of 
the  publishers  of  the  Globe  from  the  office  of  prin- 
ters to  the  senate  was  upon  the  ground  that  the  of- 
fice held  by  them  was  an  office  at  will,  and  that  in 
accepting  it  they  had  received  it  with  the  implied 
condition  that  the  duration  of  it  might  be  deter- 
mined at  any  time.  It  was  urged  on  the  other  side 
that  a contract  had  been  made  between  the  parties 
which  the  senate  had  no  right  to  annul.  On  this 
point  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  will 
show  the  views  entertained  by  a majority  of  the 
senate.  [Balt.  Amer. 

“What  sort  of  contract  was  it?  A contract  which 
carried  in  genuine  the  principle  of  its  own  dissolu- 
tion— a contract  made  with  an  officer  who  holds  his 
office  at  the  will  of  the  senate.  He  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  employment  of  any  officer  was 
not  a contract?  It'belonged  to  this  class  of  con- 
tractors— ‘after  vou  have  performed  the  work,  I 
will  pay  you.’  There  was  the  contract;  and  in  ac- 
cepting an  office,  which  is  itself  an  office  at  will, 
the  person  accepted  it  with  this  consideration — that 
he  could  be  removed  at  any  moment.  It  was  a par- 
liamentary office,  and  all  such  were  at  will.  No 
principle  was  better  understood  than  that  all  par- 
liamentary offices  are  at  will.  All  were  at  will. 
The  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  was  at 
will — they  might  remove  him.  Did  not  our  col- 
lectors, districts  attorneys,  and  marshals,  hold  their 
office  for  a period  of  years,  and  yet  with  a defeasi- 
ble condition? 

“And  what  difference  did  the  bond  make?  Did 
not  their  clerk  give  bond?  And  yet  was  he  not 
removable?  This  was  the  effect  and  operation  of  the 
bond — simply,  inasmuch  as  they  were  charged  with 
a very  important  duty,  that  they  perform  the  duly 
with  fidelity  as  long  as  they  remain  in  office.  That 
was  all.  There  was  the  limitation  of  it.  It  was 
in  the  nature  of  things — that  if  an  officer  holds  his  of- 
fice at  will,  the  same  condition  goes  with  the  con- 
tract. He  takes  it  subject  to  the  necessary  restric- 
tion. What,  then,  was  the  necessary  contract?  We 
will  employ  you  so  long  as  agreeable  for  us,  and 
pay  you  at  a certain  rate.  And  what  did  the  other 


say?  I will  do  it  at  this  rate — subject  to  your  wish 
or  refusal.  There  was  the  contract,  and  the  whole 
contract.” 


The  cotton  interest.  The  subjoined  adver- 
tisement, which  we  find  in  a London  magazine, 
confirms  the  rumors  for  sometime  prevalent  in  this 
country,  relative  to  the  formation  of  a large  British 
company  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the 
East  Indies. 

While  on  this  subject  it  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  furnish  some  estimates  of  the  relative  pro- 
portions of  cotton  grown  at  this  time  in  diiierent 
parts  of  the  world.  We  derive  the  estimates  from 
an  able  article  in  the  Merchants’  Magazine  for 
March,  and  they  are  to  be  considered  as  very  ge- 
neral in  their  character.  They  show,  nevertheless, 
that  the  cotton  interest  is  one  of  the  greatest  mag- 
nitude throughout  the  globe. 

The  entire  growth  of  cotton  in  the  world  is  com- 
puted at  one  thousand  million  of  pounds.  Of  this 
amount,  it  i3  estimated,  that  five  hundred  and  fifty 
million  pounds  are  produced  in  the  United  States; 
thirty  millions  in  Brazil;  eight  millions  in  the  West 
Indies;  twenty-seven  millions  in  Egypt;  thirty-six 
millions  in  the  west  of  Africa;  one  hundred  and 
ninety  millions  in  the  west  of  Asia;  thirty-five  mil- 
lions in  Mexico  and  South  America,  exclusive  of 
Brazil;  and  fourteen  millions  elsewhere.  At  ten 
cents  per  pound  this  crop  would  be  worth  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars. 


Of  this  amount  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  con- 
sumed or  manufactured 

In  England,  350,000,000  lbs. 

the  United  States,  150,000,000  “ 

France,  80,000,000  “ 

India  and  China,  250,000,000  “ 

South  America  and  Mexico,  25,000,000  “ 

Germany,  35,000,000  “ 

Turkey  and  Africa,  45,000,000  “ 

Spain,  10,000,000  “ 

Prussia,  20,000,000  “ 

And  the  remainder  elsewhere. 

It  is  stated  that  the  value  of  cotton  manufactures 
in  England  is  annually  $170,000,000 

In  France,  70,000,000 

Iri  the  United  States,  50,000,000 


The  capital  employed  in  the  eastern  states  of  the 
United  States  in  the  cotton  manufacture  in  1831, 
W'as  $40,612,984. 


The  following  advertisement  explains  the  "cha- 
racter of  the  projected  enterprise  of  the  British  in 
the  East  Indies. 


East  India  Cotton  company.  Capital  £500,000, 
in  20,000  shares  of  £25  each.  Deposite  £2  10s. 
per  share. 

Bankers.  Messrs.  Glynn,  Halifax;  Mills  & Co. 
London;  Manchester  and  Salford  Bank,  Manches- 
ter; Messrs.  Beckett,  Blayds  & Co.  Leeds. 

Solicitor.  Messrs.  Swain,  Stevens  & Co.  Frede- 
rick’s-place,  Old  Jewry,  and  10,  Whitehall. 

The  principal  object  of  the  East  India  cotton 
company  will  be  to  supply  the  English  market  with 
a cheaper  and  superior  cotton  of  Indian  growth. 
The  overwhelming  importance  of  this  question,  in 
relation  to  the  manufacturer  and  the  shipowner, 
was  strikingly  brought  before  the  directors  of  the 
East  India  company  by  a deputation  from  the  Man- 
chester chamber  of  commerce,  on  the  presentation 
of  a memorial  which  stated,  “that  the  quantity  of 
cotton  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  the  first  eleven 
months  of  the  year  1838,  amounted  to  1,374,316 
bales,  of  the  value  of  £ 14,000,000  sterling,  in  its 
unmanufactured  state,  of  which  only  96,113  bales 
were  from  the  East  Indies,  of  the  value  of  about 
£600,000,  or  only  five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  value 
of  cotton  imported,  about  ninety  per  cent,  of  our 
supply  being  drawn  trom  foreign  sources.  That 
the  value  of  the  above  quantity  of  cotton  in  its  ma- 
nufactured state  was  £40,000,000  sterling  per  an- 
num, giving  freight  for  300,000  tons  of  shipping, 
and  employment  to  upwards  of  2,000,000  persons;” 
and  concluded  by  pointing  to  India  as  an  available, 
and  at  the  same  time  a more  desirable  source  of 
supply. 

That  a large  profit  is  to  be  derived  by  improving 
the  culture  of  cotton  in  India,  and  preparing  it  for 
the  English  market,  has  been  placed  beyond  a doubt 
by  the  successful  results  of  the  experiments  re- 
cently made;  the  difference  in  quantity  alone,  its 
superior  quality  between  the  indigenous  cotton 
raised  without  care,  and  such  as  is  well  cultivated, 
being  in  the  same  field,  as  five  to  one  in  favor  of 
improved  culture. 

It  was  evidently  a conviction  of  the  greatest  in- 
terest at  stake  which  induced  the  East  India  com- 
pany, (although  prohibited  themselves  by  the  terms 
or  their  charter  from  trading  of  any  kind),  to  pro- 
cure from  the  United  States,  within  the  last  twelve 
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months,  at  their  own  cost,  through  the  express 
mission  of  captain  Bayles,  a body  of  experienced 
cotton  planters,  who  are  now  on  their  way  to  India. 

A deputation  of  the  East  India  cotton  company 
have  had  interviews  of  a highly  encouraging  nature 
with  the  late  chairman  and  the  deputy  chairman  of 
the  East  India  company,  the  president  of  the  board 
of  control  and  board  of  trade,  and  the  several  parties 
in  London,  at  Mancester,  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  New- 
castle and  Bristol,  interested  in  thi3  most  important 
object,  all  of  whom  agree  in  the  urgent  necessity 
that  a company  should  he  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  this  object — (he  establishment  of 
such  a company  being,  in  their  judgment,  calculat- 
ed- to  insure  ample  returns  to  parties  embarking 
Capital,  a relief  from  foreign  dependency,  and  a 
wide  channel  of  profit  and  employment  to  British 
shipping. 

Applications  for  shares  and  prospectuses,  with 
the  names  of  the  provisional  directors,  to  be  made 
to  the  bankers,  to  the  solicitors,  or  to  the  secretary, 
at  the  company’s  offices,  30  Bucklersbury,  London. 

Frederick  Maxwell  Danson,  secretary. 

The  government  steamer  now  building  at 
the  navy  yard  in  this  city,  will  be  launched  about 
the  middle  of  next  month.  She  is  of  beautiful  mo- 
del, and  judging  from  a hasty  examination  of  her 
last  week,  she  is  as  strong  as  oak  and  iron  can 
make  her.  Preparations  are  making  for  getting 
her  engine  on  board,  and  her  hull  i3  nearly  finish- 
ed. Her  copper  is  on,  and  the  painters  are  at 
work  on  the  bulwarks  and  men  are  preparing  the 
“ways”  for  the  launch.  We  learn  from  the  Journal 
of  Commerce,  that  her  iron  centre  shaft  and  cranks 
are  now  on  board  of  a tow  boat  in  the  North  River, 
being  the  first  attempt  at  making  these  parts  of  the 
machinery  of  wrought  iron.  The  shaft  is  19  inches 
in  diameter  and  10  feet  long,  and  weighs  12,461 
lbs.  They  are  from  the  West  Point  foundary. 

[Philadelphia,  North  Amer. 

Snags  in  the  Mississippi.  Captain  Lee,  U. 
S.  engineer  writes  to  the  chief  engineer,  colonel 
Totten,  that  the  river  Mississippi  was  never  so 
clear  of  snags  as  at  the  close  of  1839,  and,  indeed, 
the  few  that  remained  scattered  over  its  length, 
can  hardly  be  said  to  offer  any  obstruction.  The 
whole  number  that  have  been  removed  the  past 
yeat,  amounts  to  5,085,  and  the  number  of  trees 
felled  from  the  falling  banks  to  1,183.  Of  these, 
4,097  snags  and  167  trees  have  been  taken  from  the 
Mississippi,  and  950  snags  and  trees  from  fhe  Ohio 
river. 

ARMY. 

The  Savannah  Republican  of  the  8th  inst.  says: 
the  U.  S.  steamer  Beaufort,  is  just  in  from  Florida, 
bringing  us  the  following  interesting  letter  from  one 
of  our  correspondents: 

Florida,  March  8. 

Gentlemen:  Another  flower  is  added  to  the 
wreath  that  decks  the  brow  of  our  gallant,  but 
abused  little  army  in  Florida.  The  battle  of  Orange 
creek,  by  lieutenant  Albertis,  fought  day  before 
yesterday,  though  a small  one,  is  seldom  surpassed 
in  skill,  brave  and  determined  perseverance.  While 
sitting  in  the  door  of  his  tent,  at  Fort  Brooks,  lieut. 
Albertis  heard  the  crack  of  Indian  rifles,  immedi- 
ately succeeded  by  their  yells,  in  the  direction  of 
Orange  creek  bridge.  He  mustered  his  men,  and 
found  that,  after  leaving  a small  guard  at  the  fort, 
he  could  command  but  twenty-three.  With  these 
he  sallied  forth,  and  by  a hurried  march,  soon  came 
upon  the  savages  in  large  numbers,  and  poured  upon 
them  a shower  of  balls  and  buck  shot.  This  caus- 
ed the  woods  around  to  ring  with  their  yells  and 
brought  upon  him  what  was  evidently  the  whole 
band  of  Aleck  Tustenuggee,  long  known  to  number 
from  70  to  100  warriors.  Lieut.  A.  and  his  men 
returned  the  “war  whoop”  with  imitated  Indian  fe- 
rocity, and  thus  the  battle  raged  for  half  an  hour, 
when  the  Indians  took  to  the  hammock,  leaving 
lieut.  A.  as  he  supposed,  master  of  the  field — but  it 
was  a ruse  to  cut  him  off  from  the  fort;  as  the  In- 
dians, stretching  across  in  his  rear,  soon  attacked 
him  with  redoubled  effort,  but  were  again  driven  to 
the  hammock,  with  considerable  loss,  as  several 
were  seen  to  fall  and  be  carried  off.  By  this  time 
the  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  finding  the  or- 
derly sergeant,  a corporal  and  three  privates  severe- 
ly wounded,  lieut.  Albertis  returned  to  the  fort. — 
But  he  did  not  return  to  rest.  He  had  not  yet  as- 
certained the  cause  of  the  first  firing  and  alarm,  and 
fearing  for  the  fate  of  a small  party  sent  by  him  that 
morning  to  Fort  Russell,  five  miles  off,  for  provi- 
sions, he  put  his  wounded  into  the  block  house  and, 
with  18  soldiers  again  set  out  for  the  bridge,  and 
passing  the  scene  of  his  contest,  soon  came  upon  the 
dead  body  ofcorporal  Long, who  had  been  “on  pads” 


hunting.  This  accounted  for  the  alarm.  He  then 
crossed  the  bridge  and  hastened  through  the  creek 
hammock,  upon  the  edge  of  which  he  again  received 
the  salutation  of  bis  friend  Tustenuggee  from  both 
sides  of  the  road.  Here  the  force  and  attack  of  the 
er.emy  was  tremendous — their  yells  hideous  and  ter- 
rific. Two  men  killed  and  one  wounded,  fell  in  their 
tracks,  but  the  balance  raised  the  war  shout  and  re- 
turning the  fire  with  the  utmost  courage,  three  or 
four  of  the  red  skins  were  seen  to  fall,  and  those  in 
front  gave  way  before  the  little  band  of  soldiers. — 
The  Indians  now  collected  in  the  pine  barrens  and 
skirt  of  the  hammock,  but  not  being  able  to  retain 
their  position,  were  driven  from  tree  to  tree  and 
from  bush  to  bush  for  a mile  and  a half,  when  they 
gave  it  up  and  returned  into  the  hammock.  At  one 
time,  during  this  last  attack,  the  lieutenant  much 
feared  they  would  all  be  annihilated,  but  the  cheer- 
ing, the  coolness  and  the  bravery  of  the  little  band, 
was  unlooked-for  by  Tustenuggee’s  warriors. 

This  gallantry  was  worthy  of  a nobler  field.  As 
an  instance  of  the  coolness  here  displayed,  private 
Lane,  during  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  finding 
his  gun  missing  fire,  was  seen  to  drop  upon  his  knee 
and  taking  out  his  screw-driver,  removed  the  old 
flint,  and  inserting  a new  one,  re-commenced  firing 
more  to  his  satisfaction. 

Fort  Holmes,  E.  F.  March  3. 

You  are  aware,  I believe,  that  gen.  Armistead 
has  380  men,  women  and  children,  in  at  Tampa, 
who  are  to  embark  for  Arkansas  on  or  before  the 
10th  inst.  They  are  closely  guarded  night  and 
day  by  a company  pf  infantry  and  half  a com- 
pany of  dragoons,  so  that  they  cannot  escape.  Two 
tried  it,  and  were  shot  down  and  bayorietted — one 
killed  instantly  and  theotherdied  from  his  wounds. 
If  gen.  A.  gets  these  Indians  otf,  as  I have  no  doubt 
he  will,  it  will  be  more  than  has  been  done  for  many 
a day.  I approve  most  cordially  of  his  plan,  and 
think,  if  thoroughly  seconded,  would  succeed  better 
than  any  thus  far  tried;  but  I am  still  of  the  opinion, 
that  both  on  the  score  of  economy  and  humanity,  a 
force  of  at  least  20,000  men  should  be  sent  here. 
However,  I think  our  services,  are  likely  soon  to 
be  exchanged  for  those  which  will  “try  men’s  souls.” 
We  cannot  long  keep  out  of  a war  with  England 
and  preserve  our  honor.  As  much  as  I deprecate 
a war,  (and,  unlike  rny  friend  Mr.  Norvell,  though  a 
military  man,  I do  most  sincerely  “deprecate”  one), 
I would  rather  shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  than 
submit  to  the  wrongs  she  has  heaped  upon  us.  Not 
only  does  she  violently  seize  our  territory,  invade 
us  and  murder  our  inoffering  inhabitants,  but  at- 
tempt to  dictate  humanity  to  us  in  an  affair  that  be- 
longs to  another  nation.  Does  the  blood  of ’76  run 
in  our  veins?  Shall  we  then  submit  to  what  they 
fought  for?  Our  wrongs  are  almost  as  great.  But 
I have  wandered  from  my  subject,  which  was  to 
give  you  Florida  news.  Yours,  truly. 

Lieutenant  Albertis,  who  so  gallantly  cut  his 
way  with  17  men  through  100  Indians  in  Florida, 
and  reached  Fort  Russel,  with  only  one  man  killed 
and  one  man  missing,  is  a practical  printer.  He 
was  a few  years  ago  editor  and  proprietor  of  a paper 
published  at  Martinsburg,  Va.  but  afterwards  re- 
ceived a commission  in  the  army  from  president 
Jackson.  [Newbury port  Herald. 

NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Cyane,  from  the  Mediterranean, 
and  Dolphin  and  Grampus,  from  the  coast,  were  at 
the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands  on  the  9th  of  February. 

The  steamer  Colonel  Harney'  The  United  States 
steamer  “Colonel  Harney,”  built  at  Baltimore  under 
the  supervision  of  captain  D.  S.  Miles,  assistant 
quartermaster,  left  on  the  18th  instant,  for  Pilalki, 
East  Florida,  via  Norfolk,  Charleston  and  Savannah. 
She  had  been  detained  some  days  in  consequence 
of  the  weather.  This  boat  i3  commanded  by  capt. 
John  Pearson,  and  her  crew  consists  of  one  mate, 
two  engineers,  three  firemen,  one  cook  and  five 
deck  hands.  Captain  D.  S.  Miles  is  a passenger 
on  board,  for  Florida. 

Correspondence  of  the  N.  York  American. 

U.  S.  brie;  Dolphin,  Porto  Praga  bay,  St.  Jago, 
Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  Feb.  7,  1841. 

My  dear  sir:  We  sailed  from  the  quarantine 
ground  on  the  5th  November,  ulf.  and  after  stopping 
at  Madeira,  and  the  Rio  Nunez,  arrived  at  Sierra 
Leone  on  the  10th  January.  The  United  States 
schooner  Grampus  joined  us  in  the  Nunez,  on  the 
31st  December,  which  completed  our  squadron  on 
the  coast. 

We  left  Sierra  Leone  on  the  14th  January,  in 
great  haste,  with  twenty-six  cases  of  African  fever 
upon  our  sick  list,  and  arrived  here  on  the  28th, 
having  been  at  sea  fourteen  days.  Our  list  increas- 
ed till  the  20th,  when  it  attained  its  height,  and 
numbered  forty-four,  including  the  captain,  1st 
lieutenant  and  assistant  surgeon,  who  were  the  only 


officers  sick.  Our  ship  presented  the  spectacle  of  a 
perfect  hospital,  with  the  trunk  for  our  dispensary 
— and  we  lost  nine  men  on  the  passage  with  lever, 
viz:  H.  Green,  J.  Morris,  C.  Griswold,  T.  P.  Ri- 
caud,  J.  Downy,  W.  E.  Burns,  G.  Piles,  J.  Smith 
and  Stephen  Tryon;  the  two  former  jumped  over- 
board in  delirium,  and  the  four  former  are  a boat- 
swain’s mate,  a cooper,  armorer  and  yeoman,  a great 
hole  in  the  list  of  our  petty  officers,  and  which  en- 
tirely breaks  up  our  cruise. 

We  left  the  Grampus  at  Sierra  Leone;  she  was 
to  and  did  follow  us  on  Saturday,  the  16th  ult.  and 
arrived  here  on  the  30th,  being  at  sea  just  14  days, 
the  same  time  as  ourselves — and  what  to  us  is  a 
most  remarkable  coincidence,  the  greatest  number 
upon  her  siclrlist  at  any  one  time  was  the  same  as 
ours,  just  forty-four. 

The  fever  attacked  her  officers  more  generally 
than  ours,  and  from  port  to  port;  Mr.  Drake,  (a  mid- 
shipman, of  Newark,  N.J.)  was  in  watch,  and  with 
the  gunner,  and  when  she  arrived  here,  the  only 
officers  not  upon  the  list,  were  the  captain,  assistan  i 
surgeon  and  Mr.  Drake;  the  two  former  were  sick 
with  fever  for  two  days,  and  at  the  same  time  during 
the  passage,  and  the  latter  was  left  all  alone,  with 
the  sole  charge  of  the  vessel.  She  lost  but  three  of 
her  company,  one  of  whom  was  her  master,  Mr. 
Albert  Smith  Whittier,  (apassed  midshipman,  from 
Maine),  who  died  and  was  buried  at  sea,  on  the 
night  of  the  23rd;  he  was  an  honor  to  his  profession, 
and  died  universally  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  find  the  United  States 
sloop  Cyane  here,  bound  on  a cruise  down  the  coast, 
by  whose  officers  we  have  been  treated  with  every 
kindness  and  attention,  and  to  whom  we  feel  very 
grateful,  particularly  to  Drs.  Hunter  and  Grier, 
w'hose  assistance  and  attentions,  as  we  were  desti- 
tute of  a surgeon,  were  invaluable.  She  is  to  touch 
at  Sierra  Leone  and  Monrovia,  and  sails  thence  for 
the  West  Indies  and  home. 

Our  sick,  and  those  of  the  Grampus,  are  ashore 
in  the  hospital  and  all,  without  a solitary  exception, 
convalescent;  some  few  have  returned  on  board  and 
are  now  doing  light  duty.  The  captain  is  staying 
with  Mr.  Gardiner,  our  consul,  and  for  the  last 
three  or  four  days,  has  walked  out.  The  doctor 
and  Mr.  Ward  (our  1st  lieutenant)  are  also  reco- 
vering rapidly,  and  will  soon  be  again  on  duty. 

This  climate,  which  is  most  delightful,  has  had 
the  effect  of  magic  on  our  sick,  and  has  done  more 
towards  their  recovery  than  all  the  medicines 
known. 

The  Cyane  is  to  remain  here  until  we  are  again 
upon  our  legs,  and  to  the  exertions  of  her  assistant 
surgeon  (Dr.  Grier,  who  is  surgeon  of  the  hospital 
ashore)  we  are  indebted  to  the  early  convalescence 
of  the  crew. 

We  shall  not  be  able  to  leave  here  before  the  1st 
of  March,  and  then,  it  is  rumored,  we  are  to  sail  di- 
rect for  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  home,  where 
we  shall  probably  arrive  about  the  middle  of  May. 
The  Grampus  is  to  return  to  the  coast,  and  will  be 
home  about  the  middle  of  July.  I annex  a list  of 
the  officers  of  the  squadron,  which  our  consul  says 
is  the  largest  (the  squadron,  not  the  officers),  Ame- 
rican one,  ever  before  in  this  port,  and  which  you 
may  rely  on  for  its  correctness. 

Of  the  U.  States  ship  Cyane,  viz:  W.  K.  Lati- 
mer, commander;  S.  W.  Godon,  1st  lieutenant;  S. 
F.  Hazard,  2d  lieutenant;  A.  Taylor,  3rd  lieutenant; 
B.  M.  Dove,  4th  lieutenant;  Lewis  B.  Hunter,  sur- 
geon; W.  Grier, assistant  surgeon;  II.  Bridge,  pur- 
ser; J.J.  Altny,  master;  J.  Major,  professor  of  ma- 
thematics; W.  Reid,  passed  midshipman;  F.  Alex- 
ander, E.  Allen,  G.  B.  Balch,  F.  W.  Colby,  A. 
McRae,  C.  W.  Place  and  A.  C.  Rhind,  midship- 
men; Geo.  Cutte,  captain’s  clerk. 

Lieutenant  F.  B. Ellison  and  Mr.  Goldsborougb, 
are  passengers  home  in  the  Cyane. 

Of  the  U.  States  schooner  Grampus,  viz:  John 
Stone  Paine,  lieutenant  commanding;  C.  Heywood, 
1st  lieutenant;  J.  P.  Mason,  assistant  surgeon;  A. 
S.  Whittier,  master,  (died  23rd  ultimo);  J S.  Pat- 
terson, passed  midshipman;  A.  J.  Drake,  C.  S. 
Throckmorton,  J.  Ladd  and  A.  McLaughlin,  mid- 
shipmen; George  Paine,  captain’s  clerk. 

Of  the  U.  States  brig  Dolphin,  viz:  C.  H.  Bell, 
commander;  J.  H.  Ward,  1st  lieutenant;  T.  W. 
Hunt,  2d  lieutenant;  J.  D.  Gibson,  purser;  R.  W. 
Leecock,  assistant  surgeon;  M.  Woodhull  and  R. 
D.  Izard,  passed  midshipmen;  J.  J.  Barry,  C.  H. 
B.  Caldwell  and  P.  Wager,  midshipmen;  T.  N. 
Meeker,  captain’s  clerk;  Adam  Young,  master’s 
matp. 

By  the  arrival  yesterday,  of  an  American  brig 
from  the  river  Gambia,  which  is  to  sail  direct  for 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  to-morrow,!  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  of  sending  you  this  scrawl,  in  ful- 
filment of  a promise  I made  you  just  before  leaving 
the  United  States. 
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STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

E lections.  The  following  states  have  not  yet 
chosen  representatives  to  the  27th  congress: 

Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri — twelve 
in  ail. 

01  these,  Connecticut  and  Virginia  hold  their 
election  in  April;  all  the  others  in  August,  except 
Maryland,  which  holds  its  in  October,  but  the  laws 
provide  thai  in  case  of  an  extra  session,  as  in  this 
case,  the  governor  shall  issue  his  proclamation  for 
an  election,  and  Mississippi,  which  holds  its  in  No- 
vember. 

Authority  may  be  vested  in  the  executive  of  the 
other  states  to  provide  for  a special  election — though 
of  that  we  have  no  positive  knowledge. 

In  New  York  a vacancy  exists  in  the  district 
lately  represented  by  Francis  Granger — which  will 
be  supplied  by  a special  election. 

The  fugitive  question.  New  Yorkand  Vir- 
ginia. The  Baltimore  American  says:  The  in- 
spection bill  which  recently  passed  the  Virginia  le- 
gislature, provides  (hat  any  vessel  whatever,  owned 
in  whole  or  in  part,  or  commanded  by  any  citizen 
or  resident  of  (he  state  of  New  York,  or  any  vessel 
bound  to  any  port  in  New  York  from  Virginia,  shall 
be  subject  to  inspection — foreign  and  national  ves- 
sels excepted. 

The  design  of  the  inspection  thus  ordered  is  “to 
see  that  no  slave  or  person  held  to  service  in  Virgi- 
nia, or  person  charged  with  the  commission  of  any 
crime,  shall  be  concealed  on  board  said  vessel.” 

The  captain  or  owner  of  any  such  vessel  depart- 
ing without  inspection  is  subject  to  a penalty,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same. 
Every  vessel  as  above  described  that  enters  within 
the  limits  of  Virginia  is  to  be  taken  possession  of  by 
the  inspector,  and  to  be  held  by  him  until  a bond 
with  two  securities  is  given  by  the  captain  or  owner 
to  secure  the  payment  of  any  judgment  rendered  on 
violation  of  the  act.  If  the  captain  or  owner  cannot 
procure  such  a bond,  then  his  promise,  under  oath, 
not  to  violate  any  of  the  conditions  of  the  act,  shall 
be  sufficient.  Every  vessel  is  liable  for  the  ex- 
penses of  her  inspection. 

The  act  is  not  to  go  into  force  until  May,  1842. 
The  governor  is  also  authorised  to  suspend  its  ope- 
ration if  the  governor  of  New  York  shall  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  Virginia  for  the  surrender  of 
three  persons  demanded  as  fugitives  from  justice, 
and  if  the  New  York  law  entitled  “an  act  to  extend 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,”  shall  be  repealed. 

Thirty-eight  members  of  the  house  voted  against 
the  bill,  believing  that  it  involved  an  infraction  of 
the  constitution.  It  is  certainly  to  be  regretted  that 
some  means  could  not  be  found  for  setting  the  diffi- 
culty through  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  the  house  of  delegates,  spoke 
of  the  bill,  during  the  debate,  in  these  terms: 

“1  believe  it  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Stales — contrary  to  sound  policy — 
doing  violence  to  the  friendly — nay,  fraternal  feel- 
ings which  should  prevail,  which  I am  fully  con- 
vinced do  at  this  moment  prevail,  between  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  New  York  and  Virginia — and 
as  tending  to  loosen,  and  it  may  be,  finally  to  sunder 
the  bonds  of  our  glorious  and  now  happy  union.  I 
repeat,  sir,  and  wdsh  to  state  it  as  my  firm  convic- 
tion, that  the  strongest  feelings  of  regard  towards 
one  another,  as  well  as  of  attachment  to  the  union, 
pervades  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  these  two 
states.  I look  with  confidence  to  that  feeling  to  af- 
ford us  that  redress  which  is  due  alike  to  our  rights 
and  to  our  safety.  That  feeling  will  doubtless  be 
wounded,  bruised,  by  the  passage  of  this  bill:  but  I 
confide  in  the  strength  of  it  to  overcome  the  tenden- 
cies of  this  measure,  that  are  adverse  to  an  amicable 
adjustment,  and  to  render  us  justice  in  spite  of  the 
impediments  it  is  calculated  to  interpose  ” 

House  of  delegates  of  Virginia.  On  the  19th,  the 
following  resolution  was  submitted  to  the  house  of 
delegates,  by  Mr.  May: 

“Whereas  it  appears,  that  the  governor  of  New 
York  hath  demanded  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  a 
fugitive  from  justice,  legally  charged  with  crime  in 
that  state,  and  now  confined  in  this;  and  that  such 
demand  hath  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States;  but  that  the 
governor  of  this  state  considering  that  the  governor 
of  New  York,  has  very  recently  refused  to  comply 
with  a similar  demand  upon  him,  made  by  this  state, 
he  deemed  it  proper  to  decline  for  the  present  to 
surrender  the  said  fugitive.  And  while  the  general 
assembly  hath  full  confidence,  that  the  course  adopt- 
ed by  our  governor  hath  proceeded  from  an  axious 
and  patriotic  desire  to  induce  the  state  of  New  York 
to  comply  with  the  constitutional  obligations  to  this 
state;  yet  as  the  general  assembly  hath  solemnly 
protested  against  the  conduct  of  that  state  on  the 


occasion  alluded  to, -as  a palpable  violation  of  those 
obligations;  and  has  maintained  and  still  maintains 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  executive  of  each  state  to 
surrender  fugitives  legally  charged  with  crime, 
when  properly  demanded  by  any  other  state,  is  one 
imperiously'  enjoined  by  the  constitution  and  laws: 
"■Resolved  therefore  by  the  general  assembly,  That 
in  its  opinion,  any  fugitive  legally  charged  with 
crime  and  demanded  by  the  governor  of  New  York, 
according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  S. 
ought  to  be  surrendered  notwithstanding  the  refusal 
of  the  governor  of  that  state  to  act  in  a similar  case.” 
On  Mr.  Bayly’s  motion,  the  resolution  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

This  resolution  was  followed  by  another  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe,  of  King  George,  which  was 
adopted,  viz:  That  the  governor  be  requested  to 
communicate  the  late  executive  order  respecting  a 
demand  made  by  the  governor  of  New  York  for  the 
surrender  of  a fugitive  from  justice;  and  the  reasons 
for  his  refusal  to  comply  with  such  demand  and  a 
copy  of  the  demand. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning’s  session,  the  follow- 
ing communication  was  received  from  the  governor: 
"Executive  department,  March  19,  1841. 
“Sir:  I have  just  received  a copy  of  a resolution 
adopted  this  day  by'  the  house  of  delegates,  request- 
ing me  to  “communicate  the  late  executive  ordei 
respecting  a demand  made  by  the  governor  of  New 
York  for  the  surrender  of  a fugitive  from  justice, 
and  the  reasons  for  my  refusal  to  comply  with  such 
demand,  and  a copy  of  the  demand.” 

“I  accordingly  transmit  a copy  of  the  order  of 
this  department  of  the  16th  inst.  and  of  the  demand 
of  the  gov  ernor  of  New  York,  from  which  it  will  be 
perceived  that  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  suspend 
a compliance  with  the  demand  of  the  governor  of 
New  York,  until  the  governor  of  New  York  shall 
reconsider  his  refusal  to  comply  with  a previous  si- 
milar demand  on  behalf  of  this  state. 

“It  is  presumed  that  the  origin  and  progress  of 
this  controversy  with  the  state  of  New'  York  are 
familiar  to  the  house  of  delegates;  and  it  is  therefore 
hoped  that  the  documents  now  communicated  will 
satisfactorily  respond  to  their  resolution.  Should 
the  house  of  delegates  or  the  general  assembly, 
however,  deem  it  their  duty  to  take  any  farther  ac- 
tion in  reference  to  the  course  of  this  department,  it 
may  be  consistent  with  their  sense  of  justice  to  af- 
ford an  opportunity  of  assigning  more  in  detail  the 
reasons  and  responsibilities  which  have  influenced 
mv  conduct.  Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  GILMER. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  accompanying  documents  are,  1st  the  follow- 
ing demand  of  the  governor  of  New  York. 

“William  H.  Sew’aid,  governor  of  the  state  of  N. 
York,  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Virginia: 

“It  appears  by  the  annexed  papers,  duly  authen- 
ticated according  to  the  law's  of  our  state,  that  Ro- 
bert F.  Curry  stands  charged  in  this  state  with  the 
crime  of  forgeiy — and  it  has  been  represented  to 
me,  that  he  has  fled  from  the  justice  of  this  state  and 
has  taken  refuge  within  the  state  ot  Virginia — 
“Now,  therefore,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided,  I do  hereby  require,  that 
the  said  Robert  F.  Curry  be  apprehended  and  deli- 
vered to  John  D.  Dix,  of  Ithaca,  who  is  hereby  duly 
authorised  to  receive  him,  and  convey  him  to  the 
state  of  N.  York,  thereto  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law. 

“In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  affixed 
my  name,  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  state,  this 
[l.  s. ]25th  day  of  February,  in  theyearof  our  Lord 
1841.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

By  the  governor: 

Samuel  Blaichford,  private  secretary. 

The  other  document,  accompanying  the  gover- 
nor’s letter,  w'as  the  executive  order  declining  the 
surrender  for  the  present. 

In  relation  to  this  subject  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
of  the  10th  inst.  says: 

“There  is  some  diversity  of  opinion — much  was 
said  in  the  house  of  delegates  yesterday  (both  morn- 
ing and  evening) — about  the  course  of  ihe  governor 
of  Virginia  in  relation  to  Curry.  There  seems, 
however,  to  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  high  and 
manly  motives  by  which  he  has  been  actuated. — 
Those  who  differ  most  with  the  governor,  are  among 
the  first  to  admire  his  spirit  and  his  patriotism. — 
Many  sincerely  regret  his  course,  some  approve; 
none  harshly  condemn  him.  A decided  majority  oi 
the  house  of  delegates  seem  to  regret  his  decision, 
and  will  probably  pass  some  resolution  to  that  effect. 
But  not  a friend  of  the  inspection  bill  veers  one  iota 
in  his  determination  to  carry  out  its  provisions,  and 
vindicate  our  constitutional  rights. 

Resignation  of  the  governor  of  Virginia.  We 
were  somewhat  astonished  to  perceive  by  Rich- 
mond papers  received  yesterday,  that  the  action  of 


the  legislature  of  Virginia  in  reference  to  the  con- 
troversy with  New  York,  had  led  to  the  resignation 
of  the  governor  of  that  commonwealth.  The  rea- 
son of  the  adoption  of  this  course  may  be  stated  in 
a very  few  words: — New  York  in  the  first  place  re- 
fused to  give  up  fugitives  from  justice,  when  de- 
manded by  Virginia,  and  when  a similar  demand 
was  made  by  New  York,  gov.  Gilmer,  of  Virginia, 
applied  the  “lex  talionis,”  and  refused  to  give  up 
an  indicted  forger.  The  legislature  of  Virginia, 
upon  reviewing  the  circumstances  of  the  refusal  of 
gov.  Gilmer,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  go- 
vernor acted  wrong,  and  so  expressed  it  in  a reso- 
lution, adopted  with  singular  unanimity.  The  go- 
vernor, therefore,  finding  that  he  could  not  consci- 
entiously reflect  the  views  of  the  legislature,  in  this 
very  important  matter,  immediately  resigned  his 
place.  This  took  place  on  Saturday,  and  the  le- 
gislature w'ere  to  meet  on  Monday  to  choose  a suc- 
cessor. We  shall  be  disappointed  if  this  event 
does  not  occasion  a deeper  sense  of  the  injustice  of 
the  conduct  of  the  authorities  of  New’  York,  not 
only  towards  Virginia,  but  to  the  whole  south.  It 
will  awaken  a feeling  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to 
repress.  The  south,  under  the  national  compact, 
has  lights  which  may  not  be  invaded  without  dan- 
ger. To  use  a common  axiom,  “the  last  drop  will 
overflow  the  bucket,”  and  there  is  cause  for  appre- 
hension that  the  last  drop  is  coming  on  apace. — 
May  heaven  avert  the  consequences! 

The  legislature  of  this  state,  on  Monday,  ad- 
journed sine  die,  without  going  into  the  election  of 
a chief  magistrate;  so  the  Old  Dominion  is  now 
without  a commander.  Scenes  of  considerable  ex- 
citement took  place  previous  to  the  adjournment, 
which,  says  the  Compiler,  “were  unworthy  the 
members  of  the  Virginia  legislature.” 

Illinois  and  Missouri  difficulties.  The 
Alton  Telegraph,  in  speaking  of  the  prohibition  by 
the  citizens  of  Illinois,  of  any  further  work  on  the 
pier,  north  of  Bloody  Island,  says:  We  learn  that 

two  pieces  of  ordnauce  left  this  place  for  Illinois 
town,  opposite  St.  Louis,  where  a number  of  men 
are  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  any  en- 
croachment which  may  be  attempted  against  the 
rights  and  sovereignty  of  this  state,  or  the  property 
of  her  citizens.  The  hope  is  indulged  that  steps 
will  be  promptly  taken  to  prevent  a resort  to  force. 

[67.  Louis  Republican. 

State  credit.  Joel  Crawford,  esq.  of  Geor- 
gia, who  a year  or  two  since,  visited  England  for 
the  purpose  of  negotiating  a loan  on  the  bonds  of 
Georgia,  wrote  as  follows  to  a committee  of  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state  on  the  14th  of  Nov.  1840: 

“The  leading  object  at  which  the  legislature  of 
Georgia  should  now  aim,  with  a view  to  carry  on 
her  public  works,  is  the  establishment  of  a high  stale 
credit;  and  I take  leave  to  assure  you,  from  much 
intercourse  with  capitalists  on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic, that  adequate  and  stable  revenue  laws  are 
absolutely  indispensable.  They  have  not,  or  ought 
not  to  have  any  confidence  in  pledges  of  bank  divi- 
dends or  bank  capital.  They  apprehend  that  the 
state  governments  dare  not  tax  the  people  to  raise 
the  means  of  maintaining  the  public  faith,  and 
therefore  they  will  not  rely  on  it.  But  let  the  state 
of  Georgia  impose  the  requisite  tax,  and  such  an 
earnest  is  given  ot  hei  honest  and  resolute  purpose 
to  pay  her  debts,  as  will  at  once  dispel  all  doubts.” 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Fast  day.  Governor  Page  has  appointed  the  15th 
of  April,  to  be  observed  throughout  the  state  as  a 
day  of  humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston  punctuality.  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  present 
collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  will  retire  (rom  his 
office  March  31,  that  is  at  the  close  of  the  present 
quarter.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that  while  Mr. 
Bancroft  has  collected  more  than  ten  millions  of 
dollars  of  revenue,  every  bond  which  has  been 
taken  by  him  and  has  fallen  due,  is  discharged. — 
There  is  not  now  a single  instance  of  default  on  the 
part  of  any  merchant  during  his  official  term.  Such 
a result,  it  is  believed,  has  never  occurred  for  any 
other  period  of  the  same  length  of  time.  It  is  most 
honorable  testimony  to  the  character  of  the  Boston 
merchants  now  on  the  stage. 

Legislature.  In  the  house,  on  Tuesday  morning, 
a resolve  to  authorise  the  treasurer  to  borrow 
$70,000,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue,  passed  to 
he  engrossed.  A bill  to  give  the  Commonwealth 
bank  further  time  to  close  its  concerns,  passed  to  a 
third  reading;  and  a resolve  from  the  senate  to  pay 
the  clerks  of  the  two  branches  $10  per  diem,  was 
rejected  alter  its  third  reading. 

At  11  A.  M.  the  tw  o branches  met  in  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  choosing  four  directors  of  the 
Western  rail  road.  The  choice  fell  upon  Parker 
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L.  Hall,  of  Pittsfield,  John  W.  Lincoln,  of  Worces- 
ter, John  Howard,  of  Springfield,  Wm.  Jackson,  of 
Newton. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt  in  this  commonwealth,  was  on  Monday  af- 
ternoon postponed  to  the  next  session. 

The  legislature  were  to  adjourn  on  Wednesday 
last. 

In  the  house,  this  morning,  a motion  to  reconsi- 
der the  vote  which  rejected  the  bill  from  the  senate, 
relating  to  intermarriage  between  persons  of  differ- 
ent races,  was  lost,  138  to  108.  [ Boston  Tran. 

The  tariff.  In  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  9th  inst.  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  reported  by  Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  from 
the  committee  on  manufactures: 

Whereas,  a crisis  has  arrived,  which  seems  to 
demand  a careful  revision  of  the  various  measures 
of  public  policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  federal 
government:  among  which  the  laws  regulating  trade 
and  imposing  duties  upon  imports  are  of  great  im- 
portance, involving  as  they  do,  the  interests  of  the 
industrious  and  laboring  classes  of  the  country;  and 
whereas,  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the 
states  of  Connecticut'and  Alabama  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  this  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing an  expression  of  the  opinions  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  upon  a 
subject  of  such  importance  to  their  interests  and 
prosperity,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  a sound  and  wise  policy  seems  to 
require  ot  the  federal  government,  in  raising  a re- 
venue by  the  assessment  of  duties  upon  imports,  to 
discriminate  between  those  articles  which  come  in 
competition  with  the  products  and  manufactures  of 
our  country,  and  those  which  are  exclusively  the 
products  and  manufactures  of  foreign  countries;  in 
order  that  these  duties  may  be  so  levied  as  to  en- 
courage domestic  productions  and  aid  the  laboring 
classes  of  our  own  country. 

Resolved,  That  a just  discrimination  in  the  as- 
sessment of  duties,  by  favoring  all  the  great  inter- 
ests which  are  promoted  by  a division  of  labor,  and 
without  raising  unnecessary  or  extravagant  reve- 
nues or  resorting  to  high  duties,  will  be  of  univer- 
sal benefit  to  all  sections  of  this  great  country,  and 
to  all  classes  of  its  laboring  and  industrious  citizens; 
and  is  the  only  system  which  can  harmonize  public 
opinion,  and  at  the  same  time,  secure  to  the  people 
that  encouragement  and  protection  in  the  diversifi- 
ed pursuits  of  labor  which  they  have  a right  to  ask 
of  the  general  government. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  these  resolves  to  the 
governors  of  the  several  states,  and  also  to  each  of 
the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  common- 
wealth in  congress. 

NEW  YORK. 

A singular  divorce  case.  The  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislatures  of  some  of  the  states 
present  frequent  cases  of  the  dissolution  of  the  mar- 
riage contract  by  legislative  enactment,  and  neces- 
sarily, when  that  mode  is  resorted  to,  without  strict 
adherance  to  any  general  principle  or  well  settled 
judicial  rule.  In  this  state,  the  practice  has  wisely 
been  to  confine  such  applications  to  the  court  of 
chancery,  where  they  are  decided  upon  a uniform 
and  rigid  construction  of  the  statute. 

A case  is  now  pending  before  the  New  York 
senate,  however,  which  is  quite  peculiar  in  its  fea- 
tures. The  common  law  fixes  the  “age  of  con- 
sent,” as  it  is  termed,  at  12  years  for  a female. — 
Some  years  since,  the  statute  law  of  this  state  vari- 
ed that  age  of  consent  to  14  years,  and  at  the  same 
time  declared  it  a felonious  offence  to  marry  a fe- 
male under  that  age,  without  the  consent  of  her  pa- 
rents or  guardians.  Subsequently,  the  statute  was 
amended,  so  as  to  restore  the  common  law  rule  of 
12  years  of  age  as  the  period  when  a female  be- 
comes legally  marriageable;  but  the  penalty  against 
clandestinely  marrying  a female  less  than  14  years 
of  age  was  inadvertently  left  in  force. 

During  the  autum  of  1838,  a daughter  of  a citizen 
of  Stephentown,  Rennselaer  county,  aged  about  13 
years,  attended  the  common  school  of  the  district  in 
which  he  resided,  and  when  going  and  returning 
was  in  the  habit  of  calling  at  a neighbor’s  house  on 
the  way.  The  mistress  of  this  house  seems  to  have 
been  an  inveterate  match  maker,  and  she  so  filled 
the  simple  girl’s  mind  with  notions  of  matrimony, 
having  reference  to  a particular  young  man  of  her 
acquaintance,  as  to  prepare  her  to  take  that  impor- 
tant step  at  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 

In  the  course  of  events,  the  father  and  mother  of 
the  girl  were  absent  from  their  residence,  at  a fu- 
neral, which  w'ould  detain  them  for  nearly  a day, 
and  this  occasion  was  improved  by  the  husband  of 
the  officious  match  maker,  and  others,  to  persuade 
their  victim,  (though  not  without  much  hesitation 
on  her  part),  to  ride  to  a clergyman’s  in  the  vicini- 
ty, arid  be  married  to  the  young  man — who  would 


seem,  from  the  statements  before  the  senate,  to  have 
played  but  a secondary  part  in  the  affair. 

Resulting  from  these  proceedings  was  the  indict- 
ment of  the  conspiritois,  and  the  sentence  of  the 
husband  to  the  state  prison.  Meanwhile,  the  wife 
is  such,  in  the  eyes  of  the  law;  although  the  punish- 
ment of  the  husband  pronounces  her  still  under  the 
control  of  her  parents.  To  put  an  end  to  this  double 
and  incompatible  relation,  legislative  action  seems 
to  be  necessary. 

A bill  for  that  purpose  was  reported  by  Mr.  Strong, 
from  the  judiciary  committee,  and  w as  before  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  Tuesday,  but  was  re- 
committed on  Friday,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
facts  spread  upon  the  journals  in  a formal  report, 
lest  the  case  should  be  drawn  into  a precedent. 

[ Albany  Argus. 

J.  Phillips  Phenix,  esq.  on  Monday  evening  re- 
ceived the  nomination  of  the  whig  convention,  as 
the  candidate  of  that  party  for  mayor  of  New  York 
at  the  next  election. 

A letter  from  New  York,  March  17,  says:  An 
express  arrived  in  the  city  last  night  from  Albany, 
bringing  news  of  the  return  of  gov.  Seward,  and  of 
his  signature  to  the  bill  abolishing  all  preferences  in 
cases  of  protested  notes  upon  the  free  banks.  All 
bill  holders  are  to  be  treated  alike,  and  the  brokers 
have  no  inducements  now  to  break  down  the  banks 
by  panics  and  purchase  of  bills.  The  legislative 
proceedings  are  not  of  any  additional  importance. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Another  anthracite  furnace.  The  Miners’  Jour- 
nal states  that  one  of  the  larger  class  of  anthracite 
furnaces,  'recently  erected  at  Danville,  by  Messrs. 
Biddle,  Chambers  & Co.  was  blown  in  a few  days 
since  under  the  superintendence  of  a Pennsylvania 
charcoal  furnace  man,  and  is  now  doing  well — with 
a fair  prospect  of  running  out  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  tons  of  metal  weekly.  This  is  the  third 
anthracite  furnace  in  operation  in  Danville. 

Banks.  The  following  tabular  statement,  as  pre- 
pared by  the  Harrisburg  reporter,  from  the  autho- 
rised returns  to  the  auditor  general  of  Pennsylvania, 
exhibits  an  aggregate  view  of  the  resources  and 
liabilities  of  all  the  banks  in  this  state,  exclusive  of 
the  U.  S.  bank.  The  returns  from  which  it  was 
taken,  are  made  up  to  the  first  discount  day  in  Oc- 
tober, 1840: 

Resources. 


Notes  and  bills  discounted, 

$28,076,283 

66 

Specie, 

4,165,512 

38 

Notes  and  checks  of  other  banks. 

8,502,766 

54 

Due  by  other  banks, 

7,793,135 

35 

Real  estate,  &c.  &c. 

2,504,865 

93 

Expenses, 

Bills  of  exchange, 

155,926 

09 

644,413 

95 

Stocks, 

3,173,985 

80 

Loans  to  commonwealth, 

1,274,002 

04 

Miscellaneous, 

2,803,603 

93 

Total  resources. 

$58,994,365 

80 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock  paid  in. 

$24,614,259 

48 

Notes  in  circulation, 

8,852,227 

47 

Due  to  other  banks, 

8,830,867 

38 

Due  depositors, 

12,030,847 

60 

Dividends  on  hand. 

125,435 

09 

Contingent  fund, 

1,725,080 

51 

Profit  and  loss. 

414,692 

90 

Discounts,  exchange,  &c. 

697,175 

82 

Due  to  commonwealth. 

291,752 

49 

Loans  and  bonds — none. 

Miscellaneous, 

1,412,027 

11 

Total  liabilities. 

$58,994,365 

80 

In  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature,  on  Fri- 
day the  12th  inst.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  banks, 
reported  by  Mr.  Hinchman.was  lost.  On  the 
question  of  the  adoption  of  the  1st  section, — which 
suspends  the  penalties  of  the  resumption  resolu- 
tions of  1840  for  a refusal  to  pay  specie,  until  the 
15th  day  of  May  1843,— the  vote  stood  42  yeas,  to 
43  nays.  A motion  to  reconsider  this  vote  was 
afterwards  made,  and  lost,  by  yeas  46,  nays  47.  In 
the  senate,  Mr.  Spademan’s  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  banks  has  passed  to  a second  reading. 

Tavern  licences.  The  temperance  bill.  The  vote 
on  this  bill,  which  was  lost  in  the  house  a day  or 
two  since,  was  reconsidered  yesterday  with  tri- 
fling amendments  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
senate.  The  bill  requires  that  all  application  for 
licenses,  with  the  names  of  who  petition  for  the  same 
shall  be  published  in  the  public  papers;  and  it  in- 
creases the  tax  on  licenses  considerably.  This 
will  be  likely  to  thin  off  tippling  shops  very  ma- 
terially but  will  not  effect,  in  the  least  the  interests 
of  respectable  houses.  Though  they  may  have  to 
pay  a much  heavier  tax,  their  business  will  be 
greatly  increased,  which  will  more  than  compen- 
sate them  for  the  increase  of  tax.  The  bill  is  a 


good  one,  and  will  give  the  cause  of  temperance 
and  decency  an  impetus  not  easily  overcome. 

Mr.  Penrose’s  resignation.  In  the  senate  on  Sa- 
turday the  13th  inst.  Mr.  Penrose,  in  pursuance 
of  a purpose  some  days  since  announced,  resigned 
the  office  of  speaker  of  that  body.  His  address  on 
the  occasion  was  touching  and  appropriate.  On 
Mr.  Penrose  retiring  from  the  chair,  the  senate 
proceeded  to  elect  a successor,  when  John  H. 
Ewing,  (whig)  of  Washington  county,  was  chosen 
speaker  on  the  first  ballot.  The  vote  was  for  Ew- 
ing 18;  Coplan,  (V.  B.)7.  Scattering  9. 

Finances.  In  the  senate  on  Saturday  the  13th 
inst.  Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
made  a rep  § t embracing  among  other  matters  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  receipts,  from  various 
sources  of  revenue,  together  with  the  amount  of 
interest  that  will  be  payable,  during  the  coining 
year.  It  appears  from  this  report  that,  the  amount 
received  last  year,  pledged  to  the  interest  fund,  was 


as  follows: 

Auction  duties  $77,925 

Collateral  inheritance  tax  13,548 

Dividends  on  turnpike, bridge  and  navi- 
gation stoclt  38,850 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls  859,568 


$991,891 

The  estimate  of  the  state  treasurer,  for  1841, 
which  in  most  particulars  the  committee  believe  to 
be  justified  by  reasonable  calculation,  is  as  follows: 


Auction  duties  $73,000 

Collateral  inheritance  tax  24,000 

Dividends  on  turnpike,  bridge  and  navi- 
gation stock  37,000 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls  855,000 

State  tax  under  act  11th  June,  1840  500,000 


$1,489,000 

The  amount  of  interest  which  will  be  payable  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1842,  will  be 

$1,660,000 

To  which  must  be  added,  premium  on 


specie  at  7 per  cent,  assumed  to  be  a 

fair  average  116,200 

$1,776,200 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  to  interest 

fund  1,489,000 


Deficiency  at  end  of  fiscal  year  $287,200 

To  meet  this  deficiency,  the  committee  propose 
to  add  to  the  interest  fund,  the  following  revenue: 
Tax  on  retailers’  licenses,  (estimated)  $80,000 
Auction  commissions  23,000 

Tax  on  writs  35,000 

Tavern  licenses  55.000 

Land  office  fees  ® ,000 


$232,500 

Leaving  a deficiency  of  but  $54,700  in  the  inte- 
rest fund.  It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  the 
receipt  from  taxes  under  the  act  of  1840,  even  with 
the  present  very  defective  system  of  assessment, 
will  exceed  the  amount  above  stated.  From  the 
best  judgment  they  can  form,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  receipts  from  that  source  during  the  year 
will  be  $800,000,  which  would  leave  a surplus  of 
$245,300  to  be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund.  If  a 
change  be  effected  in  the  assessments  throughout 
the  state,  the  receipts  may  be  for  the  next  year 
estimated  at  $1,000,000,  giving  a surplus  of  445,300 
dollars. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  “bill  for  the  better 
securing  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  for  the  creation  of  a sinking  fund,”  as 
reported  by  Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  on 
finance,  is  given  in  the  Telegraph  of  yesterday. 
The  bill  passed  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
Monday. 

Sec.  1.  That  the  state  treasurer  on  the  receipt  of 
income  specifically  set  apart  from  this  fund,  shall 
deposite  it  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
commissioners  of  fund  to  be  governor,  chief  jus- 
tice and  state  treasurer. 

Sec.  2.  The  interest  of  state  debt  to  be  paid  in 
specie,  semi-yearly,  and  the  excess  to  be  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  $300,000  per  year  of  state  stock. 

Sec.  3.  An  act  to  be  laid  before  the  legislature 
annually. 

Sec.  4.  The  banks  to  pay  drafts  of  commissioners 
in  specie  or  current  funds. 

Sec.  5.  How  commissioners  shall  act  in  cases  of 
vacancy. 

Sec.  6.  Every  description  of  revenue  set  apart 
for  the  use  of  this  fund,  except  the  portions  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  governmental  functions. 

DELAWARE. 

Surplus.  The  state  of  Delaware  has  a surplus  of 
one  million  and  a half  of  dollars. 
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MARYLAND. 

Extra  session.  The  legislature  re- assembled  on 
the  24th  inst.  in  virtue  of  the  governor’s  proclama- 
tion. 

Congressional  candidates.  Mr.  Jenifer’s  declina- 
tion. To  the  voters  of  the  seventh  congressional  dis- 
trict of  Maryland.  My  object  in  addressing  you  is 
to  announce  my  intention  of  declining  to  be  a can- 
didate for  re-election. 

Having  been  honored  by  your  confidence  four 
terms  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
Slates,  I cannot  permit  the  political  relations  which 
have  so  long  existed  between  us  to  be  severed  with- 
out tendering  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the 
kindness  you  have  repeatedly  bestowed,  and  the  in- 
dulgence 1 have  always  received  at  your  hands. 

To  my  political  friends  I owe  much,  which  can 
only  be  repaid  by  a deep  sense  of  gratitude,  which 
I shall  ever  entertain. 

That  my  political  course  should  have  been  ap- 
proved, and  the  sentiments  I have  expressed  should 
have  met  your  approbation,  is  an  ample  reward  for 
any  saciifices  I may  have  made  or  difficulties  en- 
countered. 

By  your  efforts,  in  common  with  those  of  the 
whigs  generally,  a great  revolution  has  been  effect- 
ed, a new  era  commenced,  which  bids  fair  for  the 
future  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Believing  that  the  present  condition  ot  affairs  is 
such  as  to  require  that  congress  should  be  convened 
before  the  usual  period  of  its  meeting,  lhave  deem- 
ed it  proper  thus  early  to  advise  you  of  my  inten- 
tion, so  that  an  opportunity  may  be  afforded  of  se- 
lecting a successor. 

In  taking  leave  of  you,  as  a representative,  I 
should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  were  I to 
omit  the  expression  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
very  many  evidences  of  kind  personal  regard  I have 
received  from  my  political  opponents  generally. 

March  10,  1841.  DANIEL  JENIFER. 

To  the  voters  of  the  4th  congressional  district.  The 
president  of  the  United  States  having  issued  his  pro- 
clamation, convening  congress  on  the  31st  of  May 
next,  an  election  of  representatives  from  the  state  of 
Maryland  must  be  held  previous  to  that  day.  It  is 
to  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  your  attention  will 
be  immediately  directed  to  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates lor  this  district;  and  as  many  of  my  partial 
friends  have  expressed  to  me  their  desire  for  my 
continuance  in  congress,  1 feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
publicly  to  announce  that  I have  long  since  deter- 
mined not  to  be  a candidate  for  re-election. 

With  the  most  profound  gratitude  for  the  honor 
you  have  already  conferred  in  electing  me  one  of 
your  representatives  in  the  26th  congress,  I remain 
your  fellow  citizen,  JAMES  CARROLL. 

Baltimore,  March  18,  1841. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer,  has  the  following  let- 
ler  addressed  to  the  editor,  dated  Tappahannock, 
March  16th. 

I forward  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  R.M.  T. 
Hunter,  with  a request  that  it  may  be  published  in 
the  Enquirer. 

“Mr.  Huntpr  and  Mr.  Braxton  were  at  our  court 
yesterday,  and  both  addressed  the  people  at  length. 
Mr.  H.  during  his  address,  declined  the  contest,  as 
he  did  at  Caroline;  but  during  the  evening,  he  ac- 
cepts a nomination  tendered  him  by  a meeting  com- 
posed of  both  parties,  so  that  he  is  again  fairly  in 
the  field,  and  pledged,  as  I understand  him,  to  go 
through  the  canvass. 

“The  nationals  will  scarcely  carry  for  Corbin 
more  than  one-half  of  the  whigs  in  this  county,  and 
Hunter  will  get  all  the  balance,  viz:  the  state  rights 
portion,  together  with  a decided  majority  oflhe  re- 
publicans. 

“After  the  nomination  of  Mr.  H.  by  the  meeting 
yesterday,  it  was  insisted  on  by  the  republicans, 
that  as  the  meeting  had  united  on  principle  alone, 
in  the  nomination  of  a candidate  for  congress,  it  was 
equally  proper  that  they  should  all  unite  on  principle 
for  a candidate  for  the  county;  and  accordingly,  col. 
James  Wright  was  selected,  who  has  accepted  the 
nomination.  Col.  Wright  is  fully  and  heartily  with 
us,  and  it  is  thought  will  be  very  troublesome  to  his 
opponent,  Mr.  James  Semple,  a national  whig,  who 
took  the  field  in  December  last,  and  has  been  walk- 
ing over  the  course  ever  since.” 

Loyd’s  Essex,  March  15 th,  1841. 

To  Messrs.  Benj.  F.  Taliaferro , William.  A.  Wright, 
L.  Hawes  and  R.  M.  Davis: 

Gentlemen:  I received  your  letter  announcing  the 
high  honor  which  the  convention  at  Croxton’s 
springs  had  offered  me  a few  days  before  the  last 
Caroline  court.  I replied  to  it  then  in  a public  ad- 
dress at  the  Bowling  Green,  but  to  avoid  miscon- 
struction, I beg  leave  also  to  respond  to  it  also  in 
writing. 

My  sole  object  in  presenting  myself  to  the  district 
had  been  to  endeavor  to  effect  a union  between 


those  republicans  of  both  parties  who  agree  on  prin- 
ciple with  each  other  and  with  myself.  I lound 
upon  seeing  friends  of  both  parties  that  an  accept- 
ance of  the  nomination  winch  was  tendered  me 
would,  under  the  circumstances,  be  considered  by 
many  as  a depaiture  from  the  position  which  I had 
taken  in  the  letter  announcing  myself  as  a candi- 
date. That  I might  not  therefore  produce  division 
among  friends  ot  both  parties,  whom  I had  sought 
to  unite,  and  also  to  prevent  my  name  from  pro- 
ducing further  embarrassment  amongst  those  who 
had  generously  nominated  me,  I felt  bound  to  with- 
draw from  the  canvass.  This  determination  I an- 
nounced on  that  day,  and  while  I felt  bound  to  make 
no  effort  to  obtain  office  at  the  expense  of  my 
friends  of  either  party,  1 retired  with  the  mostgiate- 
ful  consideration  of  the  high  honor  which  you  and 
those  whom  you  represent  had  offered.  With  warm 
thanks  both  to  you  and  to  them,  I am  most  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

TENNESSEE. 

Congressional  candidates.  2d  district.  Wm.  T. 
Senter,  esq.  has  been  nominated  for  congress  by  the 
whigs  in  convention. 

3d  district.  Hon.  Joseph  L.  Williams,  the  pre- 
sent representative,  it  is  understood,  will  be  the 
candidate  of  the  whigs  for  re-election. 

4th  district-  Col.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  late  whig 
elector,  has  been  unanimously  nominated  by  the 
whig  convention  to  be  the  candidate  for  congress 
against  the  present  incumbent,  J.  W.  Blackwell. 

6 th  district.  The  hon.  Wm.  B.  Campbell  is  a 
candidate  for  re-election;  so  is  also  the  hon.  Mere- 
dith P.  Gentry,  in  the  eighth. 

12th  district.  Mdton  Brown,  esq.  has  received 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  whig  convention  for 
congress. 

13 th  district.  The  hon.  C.  H.  Williams  is  an- 
nounced as  a candidate  for  re-election. 

Zebulon  Payne,  the  murderer  of  Coltrart,  arrived 
here  day  before  yesterday,  on  the  steamboat  Rio, 
from  New  Orleans,  in  custody  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  arrested  him  in  Galveston,  Texas,  who  im- 
mediately proceeded  with  him  to  Winchester,  where 
he  will  remain  in  durance  until  trial.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  energy  and  perse- 
verance of  those  who  have  thus  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing this  fugitive  back  where  he  will  be  made  to  an- 
swer the  outraged  laws  for  the  inhuman  butchery. 

[Nashville  Banner. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  1st  inst. 
Among  its  acts  was  one,  for  legalizing  the  suspen- 
sion by  the  state  bank. 

Another  of  the  laws  passed,  was  one  authorising 
a company  to  construct  a rail  road  from  Springfield, 
via  Berlin  to  Alton.  Another  law,  requires  their 
completion  of  the  rail  road  between  Springfield  and 
the  Illinois  river. 

INDIANA. 

The  state  debt  is  upwards  of  fourteen  millions  ot 
dollars.  It  has  been  increased  more  than  one  mil- 
lion dollars  by  the  payment  of  interest. 

INVENTIONS— IMPROVEMENTS. 

Pearson’s  cannon.  The  Newburyport  Herald 
sajs  that  Michael  Pearson  of  that  town,  has  recent- 
ly invented  a very  ingenious  cannon,  capable  of 
being  discharged  with  three  times  the  speed  of  the 
common  cannon,  and  by  half  the  number  of  men 
usually  required.  It  is  his  intention  to  present  it  to 
the  department  at  Washington. 

Great  iron  steamer.  The  great  iron  steam 
ship  now  being  built  at  Bristol,  will  probably  com- 
bine a greater  number  and  variety  of  untried  prin- 
ciples than  were  ever  before  united  in  any  one  en- 
terprise of  the  same  magnitude  and  importance. 
The  vessel  herself — her  enormous  magnitude — 
(about  3,600  tons  it  is  said) — her  material — (plate 
iron) — her  engines,  nearly  twelve  hundred  horse 
nominal  power — cylinders  one  hundred  and  twenty 
inches  in  diameter! — no  piston  rods! — no  beams! — 
the  connecting  rod  laying  hold  immediately  on  the 
piston  and  a moveable  hollow  casing  playing  through 
a stuffing  box  in  top  of  the  piston  to  give  play  to 
the  said  connecting  rod! — an  unlimited  application 
of  the  expansive  principle! — and  to  crown  all  no 
paddle  wheels,  no  paddle  boxes  projecting  from 
her  vast  sides! — no  apparent  propelling  power,  but 
an  unseen  agent  revolving  under  her  keel  and  en- 
abling her  to 

Walk  the  water  like  a thing  of  life. 

Verily,  verily,  we  live  in  an  age  of  wonders,  and  if 
the  mechanical  genius  of  the  era  give  safe  birth  to 
this  creature  of  its  conception,  and  foster  her  into 
vigorous  maturity,  it  will  be  difficult  henceforward 
to  set  any  bounds  to  locomotion  over  the  waters  of 
the  deep. 

One  and  one  only  obvious  improvement  remains,  to 
give  grace  and  beauty  as  well  as  speed  and  power  to 


the  steam  ship.  Remove  the  funnel — annihilate  the 
smoke.  This  is  far  from  being  impracticable.  The 
chief  use  of  the  funnel  is  to  produce  the  necessary 
draft  in  the  furnaces.  This  draft  may  be  produced  by 
a fanner  and  a variety  of  other  expedients  well  known 
to  engineers  and  the  products  of  combustion  may  be 
blown  into  the  sea. 

Do  this  and  you  will  restore  to  the  ship  that  won- 
drous divinity  and  grace,  all  those  picturesque  qua- 
lities which  have  rendered  here  the  favorite  theme 
of  the  poet  and  the  artist,  and  you  will  at  the  same 
time  remove  one  of  those  parts  of  the  machinery 
(if  the  chimney  can  be  so  called)  which  is  most 
vulnerable  in  war  steamers.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

New  process  of  copying  statues.  An  in- 
genious instrument,  ascribed  to  M.  Collas.  has  been 
invented  in  France,  which  professes  to  copy,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  an  artist,  and  with  extreme 
correctness,  any  medal,  bas-relief,  or  statue,  whe- 
ther of  wax,  plaster,  wood,  marble,  or  metal;  to 
reduce  or  enlarge  its  dimensions  without  impairing 
the  harmony  of  its  proportions  and  to  copy  it  on 
wood,  stone,  ivory  or  marble,  with  an  accuracy  such 
that  the  artist  himself  could  not  distinguish  the 
original  from  the  copy.  All  this  the  Collas  process 
is  stated  to  accomplish  easily  and  at  an  inconsider- 
able cost.  “We  have  already  admired,”  says  a 
Paris  journal,  “the  bas-reliefs  of  the  Parthenon,  the 
originals  of  which  are  in  London;  the  Venus  of  Milo, 
still  so  beautiful,  despite  of  her  mutilation;  and  se- 
veral other  precious  models,  reduced  to  proportions 
of  two-filths  or  a half,  with  a truth  scarcely  conceiv- 
able. The  Parthenon  metopes,  those  venerable 
monuments  of  art  at  its  origin,  are  moulded  in  plas- 
ter, with  their  parts  worn  by  time  and  their  muti- 
lated projectures.  We  have  also  remarked  several 
large  bas-reliefs  reduced  upon  steatite  the  propor- 
tions of  a cameo.  Nothing  is  wanting  in  them.  The 
most  fugitive  details  of  the  model  are  seen  with  a 
lens  in  those  charming  copies.” 

Railways.  The  British  parliaments  has,  in  the 
session  just  commenced,  taken  the  first  step  towards 
bringing  the  great  lines  of  railways  in  that  country 
under  legislative  control.  It  is  difficult,  by  any 
analogy  supplied  by  our  railways,  lor  an  American 
to  estimate  the  conditions  under  which  these  great 
arteries  of  British  intercourse  are  formed  and  main- 
tained in  operation.  The  capital  invested  in  the 
first  construction,  the  floating  capital  necessary  to 
work  them,  the  quantity  of  tYaffic  transported  over 
them,  and  the  speed  with  which  that  transport  is 
effected,  are  severally  elements,  so  different  from 
what  we  are  accustomed  to  contemplate,  that  the 
mere  statement  of  a few  of  them  must  excite  both 
interest  and  surprise. 

The  railway  connecting  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter involved  an  outlay  of  capital  amounting  to  about 
six  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  thirty-one  miles  in 
length,  and  cost  therefore  at  the  rate  of  above  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  The  current 
traffic  on  this  line  is  very  nearly  as  follows:  Of 

passenger  trains  there  are  twenty  daily,  and  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  trains  of  merchandise.  The  ave- 
rage number  of  passengers  carried  daily  from  ter- 
minus to  terminus,  is  1,680,  and  the  number  of 
tons  of  merchandise  daily  is  about  1,000.  To  afford 
space  and  time  for  the  passenger  trains,  most  of  the 
merchandise  is  carried  at  night.  The  fastest  pas- 
senger trains  have  recently  made  the  trip  in  the 
average  time  of  seventy  minutes,  including  a stop- 
page of  about  four  minutes  half  way.  The  rate  when 
moving  on  level  parts  of  the  line  is  generally  above 
thirty  miles  an  hour. 

The  railway  between  Liverpool  and  London  is 
about  210  miles  in  length,  and  exclusive  of  the  stop- 
page half  way,  at  Birmingham,  the  trip  is  performed 
by  the  first  class  passenger  trains  in  ten  hours.  This 
includes  a vast  number  ot  stoppages  at  intermediate 
stations;  not  less  probably  than  twenty-five  in  the 
above  journey.  The  speed  when  moving  is  generally 
about  thirty  mile  an  hour. 

The  railway  between  Bringham  and  London  is 
not  yet  completed,  though  the  rails  are  all  laid,  and 
the  line  throughout  has  been  for  some  time  at  work. 
It  is  computed  that  this  line,  when  the  depots  have 
been  completed,  will  cost  about  thirty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  its  total  length  being  112  miles,  the 
cost  will  be  nearly  $260,000  per  mile!  The  daily 
receipts  for  traffic  at  present  upon  the  line  amount 
to  above  $10,000.  The  depot  of  this  line  at  London 
is  not  yet  completed,  but  its  estimated  cost  was  above 
a million  of  dollars. 

The  railway  connecting  London  with  Bristol  is 
not  yet  completed.  The  expenditure  of  capitol  upon 
it  already  has  been  so  lavish,  and  the  methods  of 
road  structure  have  been  subjected  to  such  capri- 
cious changes,  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  will  be 
its  ultimate  cost.  Its  length  is  about  the  same  as 
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that  leading  to  Birmingham,  and  its  cost  per  mile 
will  probably  be  much  more.  The  width  of  the 
rails  on  this  line  is  seven  feet,  the  common  standard 
being  four  feet  eight  inches.  This  augmented  gauge 
necessarily  infers  a proportionally  increased  scale 
in  all  the  works,  and  a proportionably  increased  ex- 

PCThe  numerous  accidents  and  great  loss  of  life 
which  occur  on  the  English  railways,  are  owing  to 
the  vast  amount  of  the  traffic  carried  on  upon  them, 
and  the  enormous  speed  at  which  it  is  transported. 
These  accidents  do  not  arise  irom  the  explosion  of 
engines,  or  from  any  other  cause  immediately  con- 
nected with  steam  power,  but  are  due,  almost  ex- 
clusively, to  the  collision  of  trains.  The  railways 
being  all  without  exception  double  lines,  trains 
never  move  in  contrary  directions  on  the  same  rails, 
and  consequenlly,  collision  never  occurs  from  trains 
unexpectedly  meeting  each  other.  Such  accidents 
always  arise  from  one  train  overlooking  and  running 
into  another.  When  this  occurs,  the  most  terriffic 
consequences  ensue,  the  carriages  being  generally 
smashed  to  pieces,  and  their  unfortunate  occupiers 
maimed  or  killed. 

One  of  the  most  curious  and  interesting  results 
of  the  establishment  of  railways  in  Europe,  is  the 
enormous  increase  of  intercourse  they  have  pro- 
duced, as  compared  with  the  intercourse  which  was 
previously  maintained  between  the  same  places  on 
common  roads.  This  increase  has  been  never  less 
than  three  fold,  and  has,  in  some  cases,  been  seven 
or  eight  fold.  In  some  localities,  the  intercourse 
has  attained  an  amount  which  borders  on  the  incre- 
dible. Since  the  completion  of  the  railway  between 
Paris  and  St.  Germain,  the  daily  intercourse  between 
these  places  is  said  to  amount  to  above  3,000  persons 
per  day;  and  it  appears,  by  evidence  given  before 
the  house  of  commons,  that  the  intercourse  between 
the  city  ofDublin  (population  under  30,000)  and  the 
town  of  Kingstown,  amounts  to  3,500  daily! 

[Phii.  Gaz. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  EVERETT,  OF  VT. 
Jn  house  of  representatives,  Saturday , Feb.  13,  1841, 
ON  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Pickens  having  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed — 

Mr.  Everett  said  that,  as  the  report  embraced 
the  case  of  the  Caroline  as  well  as  that  of  McLeod, 
(which  alone  had  been  submitted),  he  should  move 
to  print  all  the  documents  relating  to  both  cases. — 
They  had  been  heretofore  published,  from  time  to 
time,  as  communicated  to  the  house.  He  desired 
to  bring  them  together  on  this  occasion,  to  enable 
tile  house  and  the  country  duly  to  appreciate  the 
report,  and  the  measures  taken  by  the  executive  to 
preserve  our  neutrality.  He  thought  that,  since 
the  affair  of  the  Caroline,  every  thing  had  been 
done  which  the  means  within  the  control  of  the 
executive  enabled  it  to  do.  He  then  sent  to  the 
chair  a list  of  the  documents,  (house  doc.  25th 
cong.  2d  sess.  Nos.  64,  73,  74,  from  page  25  to  the 
end;  76,  302,  and  of  26th  cong.  2d  sess.  No.  33,  of 
28th  Dec.  1840,  and  4th  Jan.  1841;  the  neutrality 
act  of  March  10,  1838,  and  the  president’s  proclama- 
tions of  5th  Jan.  and  21st  Nov.  1838),  which  he 
moved  to  have  printed  with  the  report. 

[Mr.  Granger,  Mr.  Pickens,  and  Mr.  Adams, 
took  part  in  the  debate  on  the  report  ] 

Mr.  Everett  said  that,  but  for  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, he  should  not  have  taken  part  in  the  debate. 
He  now  felt  it  due  to  himself,  as  a dissentient  mem- 
mer  of  that  committee,  to  state,  inpart,  the  grounds 
of  his  dissent. 

The  report  relates  to  matters  of  the  gravest  im- 
port, and  which  are  now  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  between  the  two  governments — a discus- 
sion confided  by  the  constitution  to  the  executive. 
He  felt  great  embarrassment  in  debating  subjects 
of  this  character  and  importance  with  open  doors. 
It  was'difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  do  full  justice 
to  the  subject,  or  to  ourselves,  without  danger  of 
saying  things  that  should  not  be  heard  beyond  these 
walls.  I yield,  said  he,  to  the  restraint  imposed  by 
the  time  and  the  place.  I shall  endeavor  to  say  no- 
thing that  should  not  be  heard  by  all.  In  the  com- 
mittee room  there  was  no  restraint.  I said  things 
there  that  1 shall  not  say  here.  Perhaps  I ought  ra- 
ther to  congratulate  myself  on  being  now  thus  re- 
stricted, than  to  complain  of  it,  as  in  some  of  my 
views  I stood  alone  in  the  committee. 

Sir,  in  my  judgment  the  report  is  uncalled  for — 
ill-timed — and  a worse  than  useless  interference 
with  the  duties  of  the  executive.  The  discussion 
is  now  pending  between  the  two  governments.  The 
documents  weie  communicated  merely  in  answer 
to  a call  of  the  house.  The  executive  has  not  asked 
either  for  its  opinion  or  action.  At  this  time,  why 
should  either  be  desired?  And  what  is  the  time 


I chosen  to  put  forth  the  gratuitous  opinions  of  the 
majority — and,  as  the  honorable  chairman  has  said, 
of  a bare  majority — of  a political  majority  of  the 
committee?  One  administration  is  about  going  out 
of  power.  In  twenty  days  it  will  expire,  and  ano- 
ther succeed.  Without  intending  any  disrespect 
to  the  majority  of  the  committee,  1 ask,  is  it  proper, 
i3  it  decorous,  thus  to  attempt  to  embarrass  the  in- 
coming administration — to  compromit  its  couse  on 
subjects  so  delicate — so  important?  The  report  is 
little  short  of  an  officious  interference  of  one  admi- 
nistration with  things  that  belong  to  another. 

But,  sir,  without  regard  to  a change  of  adminis- 
tration, is  this  interference  proper  or  useful? 
Our  foreign  relations  are  committed  to  the  execu- 
tive. Negotiations  can  be  conducted  only  by  the 
executive.  When  they  are  at  an  end,  this  house — 
both  houses  must  act.  Congress  alone  can  dictate 
the  ulterior  measures.  I do  not  mean  to  say  there 
are  not  cases  in  which  either  house  may,  pending 
a negotiation,  expiess  its  opinions.  If  the  execu- 
tive be  lemiss  in  his  duty — if  he  pursue  a course 
deemed  wrong  in  principle,  or  dangerous  in  its  con- 
sequences— or  if  the  executive  seek  its  opinion, 
with  a view  to  give  effect  to  its  measures,  it  may  be 
very  properfor  either  house  to  express  it.  But,  sir, 
the  report  has  none  of  these  grounds  for  its  support. 
It  is  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  its  effect  may  be  to 
compromit  the  executive  to  a course  that  its  better 
judgment  would  decline;  and  to  produce  an  ex- 
citement in  the  country  that  may  create  additional 
embarrassments,  and  new  obstacles  to  the  final  ad- 
justment of  our  controversies  with  Great  Britain. 

I pass  the  discursive  character  of  the  report — its 
references  to  subjects  not  referred — its  (to  me) 
somewhat  exceptionable  language — and  come  to 
the  matter  referred,  the  case  of  Alexander  McLeod. 
That  case,  and  that  alone,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  that  alone  should  the  report  have 
been  confined.  That  case,  though  connected  with 
the  case  of  the  Caroline,  rests  on  different  princi- 
ples. The  case  of  Mr.  McLeod,  as  presented  in 
the  documents,  is  entirely  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  question,  whether  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  was  or  was  not  justifiable. 

I desired  that  no  report  should  be  made  while 
•;he  negotiations  were  pending  between  the  two 
countries.  In  my  opinion,  no  opinion  or  action  of 
this  house  was,  at  this  time  required.  I will  now 
read  to  the  house  a statement  of  the  negotiations  to 
this  time,  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  is  necessary  to 
the  case  of  McLeod — and  to  show  that  his  case  as 
well  as  the  Caroline  are  now  the  subjects  of  diplo- 
matic discussion  between  the  two  governments. 
Before  I sit  down  I will  also  submit  to  the  house 
the  substitute  submitted  to,  and  rejected  by,  the 
committee.  I will  here  take  leave  to  say  that  I 
have  given  this  subject  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion, without  party  views  or  party  feeling.  It  is 
above  and  beyond  all  party  considerations: 

“ The  case  of  Alexander  McLeod.  The  facts  ma- 
terial to  the  subject  submitted  to  the  committee 
are,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  29th  December,  1837, 
a detachment  of  the  British  forces  stationed  at 
Chippewa,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
crossed  the  Niagara  to  Schlosser,  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  and  there  made  a hostile  attack  on  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  the  property  of  an  American 
citizen,  killed  and  wounded  a number  of  Ameri- 
can citizens,  captured  the  boat,  towed  her  into  the 
current,  set  her  on  fire,  and  sent  her  in  flames  over 
the  falls. 

“On  the  5th  January,  1838,  the  secretary  of  state 
communicated  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  furnished  to  the  department  of 
this  ‘extrordinary  outrage,  committed  from  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  U.  States 
within  the  jurisdiclon  of  the  state  of  New  York;’  and 
stating  that  ‘it  would  necessarily  form  the  subject  of 
a demand  for  redress  upon  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment.’ 

“On  the  6th  February,  Mr.  Fox  communicated 
to  the  secretary  of  state  a despatch  from  sir  Francis 
Head,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  con- 
taining the  distinct  avowals,  that  the  Caroline  was 
destroyed  by  order  of  col.  MacNab,  commanding 
the  militia  in  her  majesty ’s  service,  and  that  he,  [sir 
Francis]  approved  the  act. 

“On  the  22d  May,  Mr.  Stevenson  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment. After  referring  to  those  avowals,  he  said 
that,  ‘under  such  circumstances,  it  was  not  to  have 
been  expected  that  the  whole  proceeding  could  be 
regarded  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a manifest  act  of  hostile  and 
daring  aggression  upon  its  rights  and  sovereignty, 
utterly  inconsistent  with  all  the  principles  of  na- 
tional law,  and  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  friendly 
and  peaceful  relations  of  the  two  countries;’  that 
‘the  case,  then  is  one  of  open,  undisguised  and  un- 


warrantable hostility.’  He  concludes  by  expressing 
‘the  confident  expectation  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  that  the  whole  proceeding  will  not  only  be 
disavowed  and  disapproved,  but  that  such  redress  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  obviously  requires  will  be 
promptly  made.’  To  this  our  government  waits  the 
final  answer  of  the  British  government. 

“On  the  13th  November  last,  Alexander  McLeod, 
a British  subject,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by 
the  authorities  of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  a charge 
of  arson  and  murder,  as  having  been  engaged  in  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  Caroline. 

“On  the  12th  December,  the  British  minister  made 
a demand  on  the  president  for  the  release  of  Mr. 
McLeod,  on  the  ground  that  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  was  a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s 
service,  obeying  the  order  of  their  superior  authorities; 
and  that  the  act,  according  to  the  usages  of  nations, 
can  only  be  the  subject  of  discussion  between  the 
two  national  governments. 

“To  this  demand  the  secretary  of  state  has  repli- 
ed that  the  president  has  no  power  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  union  to  interpose  between 
McLeod  and  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  state 
of  New  York — and  that  ‘the  president  is  not  aware 
of  any  principle  of  international  law,  or  indeed  of 
reason  or  justice,  which  entitles  such  offenders  to 
impunity  before  the  legal  tribunals,  when  coming 
voluntarily  within  their  independent  and  undoubted 
jurisdiction,  because  they  acted  in  obedience  to  their 
superior  authorities,  or  because  their  acts  have  be- 
come the  subject  of  diplomatic  discussion  between 
the  two  governments.’  And  that,  ‘if  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Caroline  was  a public  act  of  persons  in 
her  majesty’s  service,  obeying  the  orders  of  their 
superior  authorities,  this  fact  has  not  been  before 
communicated  to  the  government  of  the  U.  States, 
by  a person  authorised  to  make  the  admission;  and  it 
will  be  for  the  court  which  has  cognizance  of  the 
offence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged,  to 
decide  on  its  validity  when  legally  established  be- 
fore it.’ 

“The  British  minister,  expressing  his  regret  at 
Ihe  decision,  had  referred  the  subject  to  his  govern- 
ment.” 

This  statement,  I repeat,  is  limited  to  the  case  of 
McLeod. 

The  points  in  difference,  in  this  case,  are — 1. 
Whether  McLeod,  having,  in  the  distruction  of  the 
Caroline,  acted  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  su- 
perior authorities  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
is  or  i9  not  amenable  to  the  laws  of  New  York,  as 
for  the  crimes  of  murder  and  arson;  and,  2.  If  not, 
whether  the  executive  has  any  power  to  interpose 
between  him  and  the  laws  of  New'  York. 

On  these  questions  I forbear  expressing  any  opi- 
nion, in  accordance  with  the  view  that  none  is  re- 
quired of  the  committee  or  of  the  house.  It  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  justification  of  the  ground  I have 
taken,  that  these  questions  are  now  the  subjects  of 
diplomatic  discussion  between  the  two  governments. 
The  impropriety  of  the  report  is  the  more  manifest, 
from  the  consideration  that  the  discussion  is  but  just 
commenced.  And  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that,  on  questions  of  such  limited  extent,  the  go- 
vernment in  the  wrong  way  may,  by  the  further 
discussion,  be  convinced  of  its  error.  At  least,  we 
should  wait  the  reply  of  the  British  government,  to 
which  the  subject  is  referred,  and  the  issue  finally 
tendered  by  its  executive. 

The  consequences  of  an  error  on  either  side  may 
compromit  the  peace  of  the  country.  In  case  of 
reprisals,  executed  to  the  extreme  point,  the  inter- 
vention of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  could  not  pre- 
vent a war.  In  view  of  these  consequences  it  may 
be  proper  to  review  the  correspondence,  to  ascertain 
the  positions  taken  on  both  sides  that  bear  on  the 
case  of  McLeod. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  note  of  Ihe  5th  January,  care- 
fully and  properly  avoids  giving  any  national  cha- 
racter to  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline.  He  calls 
it  an  outrage  “committed  from  her  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s province  of  Upper  Canada.’’  He  leaves  it  to 
Mr.  Fox  to  determine  whether  it  was  a public  or  a 
private  wrong,  or  to  assume  or  disclaim  for  his  go- 
vernment the  responsibility.  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  reply, 
(6th  Feb.  183S),  gives  it  a public  character,  by 
communicating  the  fact  that  it  was  destroyed  by  the 
order  of  the  commander  of  the  militia  in  her  majesty’s 
service,  and  that  the  act  was  approved  by  the  go- 
vernor of  the  province. 

And  here  [ must  express  my  surprise  that  Mr. 
Forsyth  should  deem  the  late  note  to  Mr.  Fox  to  be 
the  first  avowal  of  the  fact  by  a person  authorised 
to  make  it.  In  the  note  of  the  6th  February,  1838, 
the  fact  itself  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Fox.  His 
late  note  is  only  the  recognition  and  re-assertion  of 
the  fact.  The  fact  then  and  now  avowed  is,  that  the 
Caroline  was  destroyed  by  persons  obeying  the  or- 
der of  their  superior  authorities;  arid  Mr.  Fox  con- 
tends that  those  obeying  were  justified  by  the 
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order.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  British 
government  wilt  justify  that  order.  McLeod’s  case 
is  put  on  the  first,  and  the  case  of  the  Caroline  on 
the  last. 

[Mr.  Pickens.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont intend  to  say  that  the  British  minister  had 
ever,  before  his  late  note,  avowed  that  the  Caroline 
was  destroyed  by  the  order  of  the  constituted  autho- 
rities of  Canada?] 

Mr.  Everett.  I do  say  that  Mr.  Fox,  in  his 
note  of  the  6th  February,  did  avow  it.  In  the  de- 
spatch of  sir  Francis  Head,  then  communicated,  it 
is  expressly  stated  that  col.  MacNab  commanded  a 
body  of  militia  stationed  on  the  frontier;  that  in  the 
night  of  the  29th,  “he  sent  a party  of  militia  in  boats, 
with  orders  to  take  or  destroy  her.  They  proceed- 
ed to  execute  the  order,”  &c.  Nor  did  he  content 
himself  with  the  mere  communication  of  the  fact, 
but  even  attempted  to  justify  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  as  an  act  of  self-defence.  Mr.  Fox,  in  re- 
ference to  the  communication  of  sir  Francis  Head, 
says: 

“The  piratical  character  of  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, and  the  necessity  of  self-defence  and  self-pre- 
servation, under  which  her  majesty’s  subjects  acted 
in  destroying  that  vessel,  seems  to  be  sufficiently 
established.” 

“At  the  time  when  the  event  happened,  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  the  United  States  were  not  enforced 
within  the  frontier  district  of  the  state  of  N.  York. 
The  authority  of  the  law  was  overborne,  publicly, 
by  piratical  violence.  Through  such  violence,  her 
majesty’s  subjects  in  Upper  Canada  had  already 
severally  suffered:  and  they  were  threatened  with 
still  further  injury  and  outiage.  This  extraordina- 
ry state  of  things  appears,  naturally  and  necessa- 
rily, to  have  impelled  them  to  consult  their  own 
security,  by  pursuing  and  destroying  the  vessel  of 
their  piratical  enemy,  wheresoever  they  might  find 
her.” 

Mr.  Stevenson  presents  the  act,  in  connexion 
with  these  avowals,  as  an  act  “of  open,  undisguised, 
unwarrantable  hostility,”  “wholly  irrreconcilable 
with  the  friendly  and  peaceful  relations  of  the  two 
countries-”  He  calls  upon  the  British  government 
to  disavow  it.  It  is  thus,  by  our  minister,  charac- 
terised as  an  act  of  war.  And  it  is  for  participat- 
ing in  this  act  that  McLeod  is  arrested;  and  on  this 
act,  thus  avowed  and  thus  characterised,  the  ques- 
tion is  made  by  the  two  governments.  Sir,  I repeat, 
let  negotiation  be  exhausted  before  congress  is  call- 
ed to  act  or  to  interpose  its  opinion,  or  to  take  a 
final  ground,  from  which,  when  taken,  there  can  be 
no  retreat.  Whether  right  or  wrong,  Great  Britain 
may  choose  to  put  this  controversy  in  advance  of  the 
others.  Let  us  then  be  certain  that  it  be  not  her 
strongest  ground.  It  is  much  easier  to  be  right  at 
first,  than  to  get  right  at  last.  We  should  also  look 
to  the  possible  consequences  of  even  the  errors  of 
our  adversary.  Is  it  not  among  the  possibilities  that 
she  may  deem  herself  bound  to  protect  those  who 
have  obeyed  the  orders  of  their  superior  authorities 
in  her  service,  and  that,  under  the  spirit  attributed 
to  her  in  the  report,  she  may  resort  to  retaliation? 
And  I repeat,  if  pushed  to  the  extreme,  war  is  in- 
evitable. Is  it  not  then,  the  safest  course  to  leave 
the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  without,  at 
least,  adding  to  the  excitement,  which,  from  recent 
evidence,  is  sufficiently  rife? 

But,  sir,  the  report  also  embraces  the  case  of  the 
Caroline,  which  wa3  not  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee. To  exhibit  the  point  in  controversy,  only  one 
addition  to  the  statement  I have  read  is  necessary, 
viz:  That  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  is  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  in  the  dispatch  of  sir  Francis 
Head  on  the  ground  of  self-defence.  He  alledges, 
in  substance,  that  the  force  on  Navy  Island  pro- 
ceeded  from  the  American  shore.  and  was  augment- 
ing, through  the  agency  of  the  Caroline,  unrestrict- 
ed by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  New  York,  or 
of  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  only  ground  taken  by  the  British  go- 
vernment as  a justification  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline;  and,  being  taken,  a report  on  the  case  of 
the  Caroline  should  have  met  it  directly,  by  a de- 
nial either  of  the  fact  or  of  the  consequence. 

I complain  that  the  case  is  not  met.  No,  sir,  it 
is  not  met.  It  is  evaded.  Mr.  Fox  says,  “the 
place  where  the  vessel  was  destroyed  was,  nomi- 
nally, it  is  true,  within  the  territory  of  a friendly- 
power;  but  the  friendly  power  had  been  deprived, 
through  overbearing  piratical  violence,  of  the  use 
of  its  proper  authority  over  that  portion  of  territo- 
ry.” And  what  is  the  reply  in  the  report?  “Now, 
the  insinuation  of  the  British  minister  that  Schlos- 
ser  was  “nominally”  within  the  territory  of  the  U. 
States,  may  well  be  retorted,  as  we  can,  with  equal 
truth,  say  that  Navy  island  was  “nominally”  within 
the  “territory”  of  the  British  government:  for,  at 
the  period  to  which  we  allude,  the  people  collected 
there  had  as  effectually  defied  Canadian  authorities 


as  any  portion  of  our  people  had  ours.”  What  is 
this,  sir,  but  an  admission  that  Schlosser  and  Navy 
island  were  equally  in  the  power  of  the  patriots,  in 
equal  defiance  of  the  power  of  the  government  to 
which  they  respectively  belonged?  What  but  an 
evasion,  if  not  an  admission  of  the  ground  taken  by 
Mr.  Fox?  Is  this  the  position  on  which  we  are 
willing  to  rest  our  cause — to  place  the  issue  of 
peace  or  war?  No,  sir,  no.  I hope  we  can  make 
a better  case.  In  order  to  make  our  case,  I think 
the  facts  should  be  re-examined.  I am  not  satisfi- 
ed to  rest  the  case  on  the  evidence  taken.  We 
should  be  in  the  right — we  should  be  certain  we  are 
right,  before  we  take  our  final  stand.  In  my  judg- 
ment, the  evidence  should  be  retaken.  I desire 
that  a person  of  the  highest  respectability  should  be 
commissioned  to  re-examine  the  whole  case,  with 
a view-  to  arrive  at  the  truth, whether  lor  or  against  us. 
Perhaps,  too,  it  might  be  advisable  to  ask  the  British 
minister  to  join  in  the  investigation.  Let  the  testi- 
mony be  taken  on  both  sides  of  the  line.  For  one, 

I desire  to  know  how  far  the  proper  authority  of 
the  United  States  was  overthrown  by  the  violence 
of  the  patriots.  I desire  further  information  of  the 
character  of  the  Caroline.  In  both  respects,  I 
think  the  evidence  is  defective.  I repeat,  that  I 
desire  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  It  is 
beneath  the  character  of  a nation  to  attempt  eva- 
sion. I am  not  satisfied  with  the  depositions  that 
speak  of  the  Caroline  having  landed  certain  passen- 
gers and  certain  freight.  I desire  to  know  the  cha- 
racter of  those  passengers — whether  civil  or  milita- 
ry; of  the  quality  of  the  freight — whether  merchan- 
dise or  military  stores. 

I do  not  desire  to  frail  the  present  executive,  or 
that  it  should  be  faulted  by  the  next  administration. 
No,  sir.  The  executive  should  be  a unit,  in  who- 
soever hands  it  is  placed.  What  I desire  is,  that  the 
evidence  should  be  fully  taken.  If  it  sustain  the 
course  taken,  as  I hope  it  may,  then  that  course 
will  be  sustained.  If  it  do  not  sustain  it,  then  the 
executive  will  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  such  course 
as  the  new  case  shall  require,  and  that,  without  im- 
puting any  fault  for  the  past.  We  must  in  the  end 
deny  the  fact  or  its  consequence.  As  the  evi- 
dence now  stands,  I am  not  willing  to  make  up  the 
final  issue.  This  controversy  should  be  conducted 
as  honest  men  conduct  their  controversies,  with  a 
mutual  and  earnest  desire  to  ascertain  what  is  true. 

I have  fears  that  this  report  will  encourage  an  ex- 
citement which  should  have  received  a severe  re- 
buke. Whatever  may  be  our  sympathies  with  those 
who  live  under  a government  less  free  than  our 
own,  we  ought  not  to  forget  the  duties  imposed  on 
us  as  a neutral  nation.  In  the  case  of  the  attempts 
of  our  citizens  in  Upper  Canada,  there  was  but  one 
little  cause  for  their  sympathy,  and  no  justification 
for  their  conduct.  The  people  of  Upper  Canada 
were  well  satisfied  with  their  government.  They 
have  shown  no  desire  for  revolution.  But  our  ci- 
tizens have  volunteered  to  make  a revolution  for 
them.  Their  conduct  cannot  be  too  strongly  re- 
probated. 

At  the  present  time,  no  useful  purpose  can  be 
attained  by  the  report.  It  proposes  no  action.  Its 
effect  will  be  only  to  excite  on  the  one  side,  and  ir- 
ritate on  the  other.  The  report  which  1 send  to  the 
chair  is  that  which  I proposed  as  a substitute: 

“It  appearing,  that  the  reciprocal  complaints  re- 
ferred to  in  the  correspondence  submitted  are  the 
subjects  of  diplomatic  discussion  between  the  go- 
vernmenlsof  the  two  countries,  the  committee,  hav- 
ing entire  considence  that  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  United  States  will  be  sustained  by  the  execu- 
tive, and  entertaining  the  hope  that  the  controver- 
sy will  be  brought  to  a satisfactory  termination,  are 
of  the  opinion  that  no  action  of  this  house  is,  at 
this  time,  necessary.  They,  therefore,  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.” 

REPORT  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE 

OF  REPRESENTATIVES  U.  STATES, 

In  compliance  with  the  “act  to  authorise  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  paymasters  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” passed  July,  4,  1836. 

Office  of  the  house  of  representatives,  March  4,  1841. 

In  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  “act  to 
authorise  the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters 
ami  for  other  purposes,”  passed  J uly  4, 1836,  which 
requires  “the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  the  clerk 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  pub 
lish  a statement  of  all  appropriations  made  during 
the  session;  and  also  a statement  of  the  new  offices 
created,  and  the  salaries  of  each;  and  also  a state- 
ment of  the  offices  the  salaries  ofwhich  are  increased, 
and  the  amount  of  such  increase,”  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives  submits  the  accompanying 
statements.  H.  A.  GARLAND, 

Clerk  house  of  representatives. 


Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  2d  ses- 
sion of  the  26 th  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  of  each. 

2d  session  26tk  congress. 

H.  R.  No.  525.  For  the  support  of  the  government. 

in  part,  for  the  year  1841. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of 

congress  and  delegates  $250,000 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  25,000 
For  stationery,  fuel,  prinling  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  senate  25,000  - 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives 100,000 

For  the  payment  of  the  sums  due  by 
law  to  the  several  messengers  of  the 
respective  states,  as  compensation 
for  conveying  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment the  vote  of  the  electors  of  the 
said  states  for  president  and  vice 


president  of  the  United  Slates  12,000 

H.  R.  601.  For  the  civil  and  diploma- 
tic expenses  of  the  government  for 
the  year  1841. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 

of  congress  and  delegates  111,40S 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  19,900 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  35,000 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
house  of  representatives  15,000 


For  compensation  to  the  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretary 
of  Ihe  treasury,  the  secretary  of  war, 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the 
postmaster  general  60,000 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  sign 
patents  for  public  lands,  per  act  of 
July  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six  1,500 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  state  20,300 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
department  of  state,  including  pub- 
lishing and  distributing  the  laws  25,000 

For  compiling,  printing,  &c.  the  Bi- 
ennial Register  1,000 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen 

of  the  northeast  executive  building  1,500 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  including  fuel,  labor,  oil 
and  repairs  3,350 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  16,450 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said 
office,  per  act  of  the  twenty-third 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money”  3,600 

For  compensation  to  the  first  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury  3,500 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  first 
comptroller  19,300 

F or  compensation  to  the  second  comp- 
troller 3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  cleik9  and 
messengerin  the  office  of'the  second 
comptroller,  including  the  compen- 
sation of  two  clerks  transferred  from 
the  office  of  the  fourth  auditor  12,250 

For  compensation  to  the  first  auditor 
of  the  treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  first 
auditor  15,900 

For  compensation  to  the  second  audi- 
tor of  the  treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cond auditor  16,700 

For  compensation  to  the  third  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  third 
auditor  29,650 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks  em- 
ployed on  claims,  under  the  act  of 
the  eighteenth  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  2,400 

For  compensation  to  the  fourth  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  fourth 
auditor  16,950 
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For  compensation  to  the  fifth  auditor 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  fifth 
auditor 

For  compensation  of  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  fifth  auditor,  according 
to  the  act  of  the  seventh  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight 
For  compensation  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States 
For  compensation  to  the  register  of 
the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  re- 
gister of  the  treasury 
For  compensation  of  the  commission- 
er of  the  general  land  office,  per  act 
of  fourth  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty- six 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder, 
solicitor,  draughtsman  and  assistant 
draughtsman,  clerks,  messengers 
and  packers  in  the  office  of  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office 
For  compensation  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  soli- 
citor of  the  treasury 
For  translating  foreign  languages  and 
transmitting  passports  and  sea  let- 
ters in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public 
accounts,  including  a deficiency  in 
former  appropriations 
For  stationery,  printing  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  treasury 
department,  viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  first  comptroller 
For  the  office  of  the  second  comptroller 
For  the  office  of  the  first  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  second  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  third  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  fourth  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States 

For  the  office  of  the  register  of  the 
treasury 

For  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury 

For  eighty-three  thousand  pieces  of 
parchment  and  printing,  books  and 
stationery,  advertising  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  general  land 
office,  and  for  books  and  blanks  for 
district  land  offices 

For  compensation  of  the  superinten- 
dent and  watchmen  of  the  southeast 
executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  build- 
ing occupied  by  the  treasury,  in- 
cluding fuel,  labor,  oil,  carrying  the 
department  mails,  and  sealing  ship’s 
registers 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  including  the  mes- 
senger in  the  bounty  land  bureau, 
and  the  clerkship  under  the  act  of 
April  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  transferred  back  from 
pension  office  on  the  first  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  war 
For  books,  maps  and  plans  for  the  war 
department 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks  w:hen 
employed  in  said  offices 
For  compensation  of  the  commission- 
er of  Indian  affairs 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers for  the  office  of  the  com- 
missioner of  pensions,  authorised 
by  the  act  of  ninth  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  compensation  of  clerks  transfer- 
red from  the  office  of  the  secretary 
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of  war  to  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  pensions 

For  compensation  of  one  clerk  trans- 
ferred from  the  navy  department, 
per  act  March  fourth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  com- 
manding general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  adjutant 
general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  quarter- 
master general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  paymas- 
ter general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  commissary 
general  of  purchases 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sary general  of  subsistence 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  chief 
engineer 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  to  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  surgeon  ge- 
neral 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  a clerk,  at  one 
thousand  dollars,  under  the  act  of 
April  twenty,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen,  transferred  from  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  said 
office  of  surgeon  general 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  ordnance  office 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  topographi- 
cal bureau 

For  compensation  of  a clerk,  at  one 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  the  pension  office, 
to  be  transferred  from  that  office  on 
the  first  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred forty  one. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  the  superinten- 
dent and  wTatchmen  of  the  north- 
west executive  building 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing, including  rent  of  bounty  land 
office,  for  labor,  fuel,  oil  and  re- 
pairs, and  for  the  contingencies  of 
the  fire  engines  and  apparatus 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  after  deducting 
one  clerk  transferred  to  the  pension 
office,  per  act  of  March  four,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty,  at  sixteen 
hundred  dollars 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  navy  board 
For  compensation  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  board 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  of  the  navy  board 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  salary  of  superintendent  and 
watchmen  of  the  southwest  execu- 
tive building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing, including  fuel,  labor,  oil,  re- 
pairs of  building,  engine  and  im- 
provements of  the  grounds 
For  compensation  to  three  assistant 
postmasters  general,  per  act  July 
three,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  general  post  office 
For  salaries  of  two  watchmen 
For  topographer  and  additional  clerks 
in  said  office,  per  acts  March  three, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  and  May  eight,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 
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and  a clerk  to  keep  the  appropria- 
tion account 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  fuel  for  the  auditor’s 
office,  and  four  thousand  dollars  for 
rent  of  building  occupied  by  the 
department 

For  compensation  to  the  auditor  of 
the  post  office 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  said  office 
For  eleven  additional  clerks  in  said 
office,  per  act  of  July  seven,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  the  expense  of  quarterly 
books,  stationery,  printing  and  pay 
of  laborers 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his 
office,  per  act  of  ninth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  thirty-six 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  Illinois  and  Missouri 
For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his 
office,  per  act  of  ninth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  Arkansas 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  Louisiana 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  Mississippi 
For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  Alabama 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk3,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  Florida 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk,  per  act 
of  ninth  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  ge- 
ral  of  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa,  per  act 
of  June  twelve,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight 
For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  of  June  twelve,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
For  extra  clerks  and  draughtsmen  in 
the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general, 
in  addition  to  the  unexpended  ba- 
lances of  former  appropriations  to 
be  apportioned  to  them  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice 

For  extra  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the 
surveyors  general  to  transcribe  field 
notes  of  survey,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  them  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  former  appro- 
priations, viz: 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  north- 
west of  the  Ohio 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Il- 
linois and  Missouri 
Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Ar- 
kansas 

Office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Loui- 
siana 

For  compensation  to  the  commissioner 
of  the  public  buildings  in  Washing- 
ton, per  act  of  the  twenty- first  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hunderd 
and  forty 

For  compensation  to  commissioner, 
from  the  twenty-first  July  to  the 
thirty- first  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty 
For  compensation  to  two  assistants  to 
the  commissioner,  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Potomac  bridge,  at  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  in- 
cluding oil  for  lamps,  fuel  and  re- 
pairs 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  mint 
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For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  mint 
For  incidental  and  contingent  expen- 
ses, including  the  wastage  of  gold 
and  silver,  fuel,  materials,  statione- 
ry, water  rent  and  taxes,  in  addition 
to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty 

For  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to  be 
reserved  at  the  mint 
For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina 
For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  same 
For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlo- 
nega,  Georgia 

For  payment  of  laborers  in  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  same 
For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  branch  mint  at  New 
Orleans 

For  pay  oflaborers  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
for  contingent  expenses  of  the  same 
For  compensation  of  the  governor, 
judges  and  secretary  ofWiskonsan 
territory 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  terri- 
tory 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  legislative  assembly,  pay  of 
officers,  printing,  furniture,  station- 
ery, fuel  and  all  incidental  expenses 
For  compensation  to  the  governor, 
judges  and  secretary  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  ter- 
ritory 

For  pay  and  mileage  to  the  legislative 
assembly,  pay  of  officers,  printing, 
stationery,  fuel  and  all  other  inci- 
dental expenses 

For  compensation  of  the  governor, 
judges  and  secretary  of  the  territo- 
ry of  Florida 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  terri- 
tory 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  legislative  council  of  said  ter- 
ritory, pay  to  the  officers  of  the 
council,  printing,  furniture,  rent, 
stationery,  fuel  and  all  other  inci- 
dental expenses 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice, 
the  associate  judges  and  district 
judges  of  the  United  States 
For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  judges  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  of  the  judges  of 
the  criminal  and  orphans’  courts  of 
said  district 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  act  approved  on  the  second 
of  February  instant,  “making  tem- 
porary provision  for  lunatics  in  the 
District  of  Columbia” 

For  compensation  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States 
For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  attorney 
general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 
For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of 
decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
For  compensation  to  the  district  at- 
torneys and  marshals,  including 
those  in  the  several  territories 
For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  su- 
preme, circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  including  the 
District  of  Columbia;  also,  for  ju- 
rors and  witnesses,  in  aid  oi  the 
funds  arising  from  fines,  penalties 
and  forfeitures  incurred  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one  and 
preceding  years;  and  likewise  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  suits  in 
which  the  U.  Slates  are  concerned, 
and  of  prosecutions  for  offences 
committed  against  the  U.  S.  and 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners 
For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 
grants  by  special  acts  of  congress 


24,000 


800 

1,000 

6,000 

3.500 

2.500 

6,000 

2,830 

1,000 

12,900 

22,000 

17,100 

9,100 

350 

20,000 

9,100 

350 

20,175 

13,500 

350 


27,125 

93,900 

12,700 


3.000 

4.000 

1,500 

500 

1.000 

14,450 


325,000 

900 


For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  compensation 
of  the  superintendent  and  assistants 
For  compensation  of  the  two  keepers 
of  the  public  archives  in  Florida 
For  salaries  of  registers  and  receivers 
of  land  offices  where  there  are  no 
sales 

For  expenses  in  relation  to  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
United  States 

For  allowance  to  the  law  agent,  assis- 
tant counsel  and  district  attorney, 
under  the  acts  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in 
Florida 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
light  houses,  floating  lights,  bea- 
cons, buoys  and  stakeages,  includ- 
ing the  purchase  of  lamps,  oil, 
wicks,  buffskins,  whiting  and  cot- 
ton cloth,  transporting  oil,  &c. 
keepers’  salaries,  repairs,  improve- 
ments and  contingent  expenses 
For  the  payment  of  Luigi  Persicoand 
Horace  Greenough  tor  statues  to 
adorn  the  two  blockings,  east  front 
of  the  capitol 

For  payments  to  the  artists  engaged 
in  executing  four  historical  paint- 
ings for  the  vacant  panels  of  the 
rotundo  of  the  capitol 
For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia 

To  make  good  a deficiency  in  the 
years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty, in  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  third  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  two 

For  balance  due  the  commissioner  for 
ascertaining  and  marking  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  Iowa  territory,  un- 
der the  act  of  eighteenth  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  new 
custom  house  building  at  Boston 
For  defraying  the  cost  of  extra  work 
on  the  public  warehouse  at  Balti- 
more 

For  payment  of  arrearages  for  com- 
pleting the  custom  house  N.  York 
For  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred 
by  the  collector  of  New  York,  un- 
der the  act  of  seventh  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight,  to 
remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  confla- 
gration in  the  city  of  New  York 
For  the  payment  ofcertain  certificates, 
being  the  balance  of  a former  appro- 
priation carried  to  the  surplus  fund 
on  the  thirty-first  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight 

For  furniture  for  the  president’s  house, 
of  American  manufacture,  so  far  as 
may  be  practicable  and  expedient, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  president,  in  addition  to  the 
avails  of  the  sales  of  decayed  furni- 
ture, the  sum  of 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  capitol,  at- 
tending furnaces,  water  closets, 
lamp  lighting,  oil,  laborers  on  capi- 
tol grounds,  tools, keeping  iron  pipes 
and  wooden  fences  in  order,  attend- 
ing at  gates,  gardener’s  salary,  and 
for  top-dressing  delicate  and  valua- 
ble plants 

For  annual  repairs  of  tbe  president’s 
house,  gardener’s  salary,  horse  and 
cart,  laborers  and  tools,  and  for 
amount  due  F.  Masi  and  company 
for  repairs  on  furniture 
For  completing  back  buildings,  grad- 
ing grounds,  and  cutting  balance  of 
stone  for  west  portico  of  the  new 
treasury  building,  and  paying  for 
materials  delivered 

For  fluting  columns  of  portico  of  new 
patent  office,  finishing  roof,  and  the 
cut  stone  work  of  said  building,  and 
paying  for  materials  delivered 
For  enclosingthe  new  jail  yard,  in  the 
city  of  Washington 
For  new  general  post  office  building 
For  completing  the  court  house  in  the 
city  of  Alexandria 


100,000 

1,000 

3,500 

3,000 


5.000 

484,072 

8.000 

8,000 

8,381 

97,000 

414  86 

100,000 

3,000 
34,321  21 


700 


500 


6,000 


7,582  50 


2,628 


11,188  44 

7,550 

5.000 

100,000 

3.000 


For  payment  to  the  stone  cutters  and 
the  other  workmen  on  the  treasury 
building  and  the  new  patent  office 
building  of  the  sums  allowed  them 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States, 
to  superintend  the  prosecution  of 
the  w ork  in  the  construction  of  said 
buildings,  in  fulfilment  of  a resolu- 
tion of  congress  of  the  twentieth  of 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty 
For  surveying  the  public  lands,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  unexpended  balances  of 
former  appropriations,  to  be  appor- 
tioned to  the  several  surveying  dis- 
tricts according  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  service,  including  of- 
fice rent  and  fuel,  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-one 
For  retracing  certain  oid  surveys  in 
the  state  of  Alabama,  at  a rate  not 
exceeding  four  dollars  a mile 
For  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the  towns 
named  in  the  act  of  twenty-sixth 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for 
the  same  object  by  the  act  of  eighth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight 

For  surveying  five  hundred  miles  of 
detached  and  unfinished  lines  in  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  principally  in  the 
military  district,  Illinois,  at  a rate 
not  exceeding  six  dollars  a mile 
For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  Great  Britain,  France, 
Russia,  Prussia,  Austria  and  Mexico 
For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  lega- 
tion to  the  same  places 
For  salary  of  the  minister  resident  of 
the  United  States  to  Turkey 
For  salaries  of  the  charges  des  affaires 
to  Portugal,  Spain,  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, Holland,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Chi- 
li, Peru,  New  Grenada,  Venezuela, 
Texas,  Naples  and  Sardinia 
For  salary  of  a dragoman  to  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the 
missions  abroad 

For  outfits  of  ministers  to  Austria  and 
Great  Britain,  and  of  charges  des 
affaires  to  Venezuela 
For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States  at  London  and  Paris 
For  the  relief  and  protection  o!  Ame- 
rican seamen  in  foreign  countries 
For  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery 
and  other  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  American  consul  at  London, 
per  act  of  January  nineteenth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six 
For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the 
Barbary  powers 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  two 
assistant  librarians,  pay  of  the  mes- 
senger and  for  contingent  expenses 
of  the  library 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  li- 
brary of  congress 

For  the  payment  of  arrearages  incur- 
red in  enforcing  the  neutrality  laws 
on  the  northern  and  northwestern 
frontier 

And  for  the  continuance  of  the  survey 
of  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
For  the  balance  certified  as  due  to  the 
agent  and  commissioners  at  Havana 
to  procure  the  archives  of  Florida, 
and  to  tiausmit  them  to  this  coun- 
try, and  in  full  execution  of  the 
laws  upon  this  subject 
For  compensation  to  Wo.  W.  Chew, 
late  acting  charge  d’affaires  at  Rus- 
sia, from  the  twenty-third  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
till  the  twenty-first  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  the  dif- 
ference between  his  salary  as  sec- 
retary of  legation  and  the  pay  of  a 
charge  d’affaires  during  that  period 
For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  for  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  that  body,  to  be  convened  in 
its  executive  capacity  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  of  the  present  y^r 
For  the  contingent  expenses  ot  the 
senate  for  the  extra  session,  includ- 


12,923  31 
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15.000 

2,000 


3.000 

54.000 
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30.000 

22,500 
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2,800 
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13,424 


62  NILES  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  27,  1841— APPROPRIATIONS  BY  CONGRESS  FOR  1841. 


ing  the  pay  of  messengers,  service 
of  horses,  fuel,  stationery  and  all 
other  contingent  items  of  the  extra 
session 

For  a hydrographic  survey  of  the 
coast  of  the  northern  and  north- 
western lakes  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  president 

The  librarian  of  congress  is  authoris- 
ed to  employ  an  additional  assist- 
ant, who  shall  receive  a yearly  com- 
pensation of  eleven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars 


3,000 


15,000 


1,150 


$3,630,459  35 

For  the  service  of  the  general  post 
office  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-one,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  ofsecond  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six: 

For  transportation  of  the  mail  3,2S0,000 

For  compensation  of  postmasters  1,050,000 

For  ship,  steamboat  and  way  letters  40,000 
For  wrapping  paper  25,000 

For  office  furniture  5,000 

For  advertising  36,000 

For  mail  bags  35,000 

For  blanks  33,000 

For  mail  locks,  keys  and  stamps  15,000 

For  mail  depredations  and  special 

agents  22,000 

For  clerks  for  office  210,000 

For  miscellaneous  60,620 

H.  R.  637.  For  the  expenses  of  an 
exploration  and  survey  of  that  part 
of  the  northeastern  boundary  line  of 
the  United  States  which  separates 
the  states  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire from  the  British  provinces  75,000 


1,172,028 

514,489 

114,571 

80,030 

648,899 


505,737 

28,000 


261,000 


$8,517,079  35 

H.  R.  580.  For  the  support  of  the  army  for  the 
year  1841. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  $ 

For  the  subsistence  of  officers 
For  forage  of  officers’  horses 
For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  not 
drawn  in  kind 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of 
officers 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  cooking  utensils, 
and  hospital  furniture 
For  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished  by 
the  quartermaster’s  department,con- 
sisting  of  fuel,  forage,  straw,  sta- 
tionery and  printing 
For  barracks,  quarters,  and  store- 
houses, embracing  the  repairs  and 
enlargement  of  barracks,  quarters, 
store-houses  and  hospitals;  the  erec- 
tion of  temporary  cantonments,  and 
of  gun  houses  for  the  protection  of 
cannon;  the  purchase  of  tools  and 
materials,  and  of  furniture  for  the 
barrack  rooms;  rent  of  quarters  for 
officers,  of  barracks  for  troops  where 
there  are  no  public  buildings  for 
their  accommodation,  of  store- 
houses lor  the  safe  keeping  of  sub- 
sistence, clothing,  and  other  milita- 
ry supplies,  and  of  grounds  for 
summer  cantonments  and  encamp- 
ments for  military  practice 
For  transportation  of  officers’ baggage 
when  travelling  on  duty  without 
troops 

For  transportation  of  troops  and  sup- 
plies, viz:  transportation  of  the  ar- 
my and  baggage;  freight  and  ferri- 
ages; purchase  or  hire  of  -horses, 
mules,  oxen,  carts,  wagons,  arid 
boats  for  the  purposes  of  transpor- 
tation or  garrison  use;  drayage  and 
cartage;  hire  of  teamsters;  transpor- 
tation of  funds  for  the  pay  depart- 
ment; expense  of  transport  vessels, 
and  of  procuring  water  at  such  posts 
as  from  their  situation  require  it; 
transportation  of  clothing  from  the 
depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the  stations 
of  the  troops;  of  subsistence  from 
the  places  of  purchase  and  delivery 
under  contracts  to  such  points  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  service 
may  require^  of  ordnance,  ord- 
nance stores,  and  arms  from  the 
foundries  and  arsenals  to  the  fortjfU 


160,000 


65,000 


cations  and  frontier  posts,  and  of 
lead  from  the  mines  to  the  several 
arsenals  242,000 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department;  con- 
sisting of  postage  on  public  letters 
and  packets;  expenses  of  courts 
martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  judge  ad- 
vocates, members,  and  witnesses; 
extra  pay  to  soldiers  under  the  act 
of  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen;  expenses  ol  express- 
es, and  of  the  interment  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers; 
hire  of  laborers;  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  quarter- 
masters and  assistant  quartermas- 
ters at  posts  where  their  duties  can- 
not be  performed  without  such  aid, 
and  of  temporary  agents  in  charge 
of  dismantled  works  and  in  the  per- 
formance of  other  duties;  expendi- 
tures necessary  to  keep  the  two 
regiments  of  dragoons  complete,  in- 
cluding the  purchase  of  horses  to 
supply  the  place  of  those  which 
may  be  lost  and  become  unfit  for 
the  service,  and  the  erection  of  sta- 
bles 127,000 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  army  9,000 

For  extra  pay  to  re-enlisted  soldiers, 
and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  recruiting  service  48,749 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ord- 
nance service  85,000 

For  the  armament  of  fortifications  100,000 

For  ordnance,  ordnance  stores  and 
supplies  80,000 

For  the  national  armories  360,000 

For  arsenals  120,000 

For  the  purchase  of  a site  and  rebuild- 
ing the  arsenal  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina  25,000 

For  repairs  and  improvements  and 
new  machinery  at  the  Springfield 
armory  20,000 

For  repairs  and  improvements  and 
new  machinery  at  the  Harper’s  Fer- 
ry armory  38,000 

For  the  expense  of  preparing  draw- 
ings of  a uniform  system  of  artillery  3,600 
For  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and 

brimstone  20,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quar- 
ters, &c.  at  Fort  Smith  50,000 

For  barracks,  quarters,  &c.  at  Tur- 
key river  15,000 

For  continuing  the  military  road  on 

the  western  frontier  5,000 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quarters, 

&c.  at  Sacket’s  harbor  1,000 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  hos- 
tilities in  Florida,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  conformably  to  the  acts  of 
congress  of  the  nineteenth  of  March 
and  the  second  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  the  acts 
therein  referred  to,  viz:  For  forage; 
for  freight  or  transportation  of  mi- 
litary supplies  of  every  description 
from  the  place  of  purchase  to  Flo- 
rida; for  the  purchase  of  wagon3 
and  harness,  of  boats  and  lighters, 
and  other  vessels,  of  horses,  mules, 
and  oxen  to  keep  up  the  trains,  of 
tools,  leather,  and  other  materials 
for  repairs;  for  transportion  within 
Florida,  including  the  hire  of  steam- 
boats and  other  vessels  for  service 
in  the  rivers  and  on  the  coasts;  and 
the  expenses  of  maintaining  the 
several  steamboats  and  transport 
schooners,  connected  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  army;  for  hire  of  me- 
chanics, laborers,  mule  drivers, 
teamsters  and  other  assistants,  in- 
cluding their  subsistence;  for  mis- 
cellaneous and  contingent  charges, 
and  for  arrearages  in  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty  1,061,816 

For  removing  the  raft  of  Red  river, 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary 
of  war  75,000 

For  designating  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  between  the  state  of 
Michigan  and  territory  of  Wiskon- 
san  6,000 


3,041,919 


H.  R.  544.  For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1841. 
For  pay  of  commission,  warrant  and 

petty  officers  and  seamen  $2,335,000 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  con- 
structors, and  all  the  civil  establish- 
ments at  the  several  yards  40,000 

For  provisions  500,000 

For  increase,  repair,  armament  and 
equipment  of  the  navy,  and  wear 
and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission  2,000,000 
Four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
which  sum  shall  be  expended  in 
building  and  equipping  war  steam- 
ers of  medium  size. 

For  medicines  snd  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  stores,  and  other 
expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  30,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth, 

New  Hampshire  25,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts.  42,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn, 

New  York  78,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania  9,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  11,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport, 

Virginia  49,000 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  Dear  Pensa- 
cola, Florida  20,000 

For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may 
accrue  for  the  following  purposes, 
viz:  For  the  freight  and  transporta- 
tion of  materials  and  stores  of  every 
description;  for  wharfage  and  dock- 
age, storage  and  rent;  travelling 
expenses  of  officers  and  transporta- 
tion of  seamen;  house  rent  to  pur- 
sers, when  duly  authorised;  for 
funeral  expenses;  for  commissions, 
clerk  hiie,  office  rent,  stationery, 
and  fuel  lo  navy  agents;  for  prerai-' 
urns  and  incidental  expenses  of 
recruiting;  for  apprehending  deser- 
ters; for  compensation  to  judge  ad- 
) vocates;  for  per  diem  allowance  to 
persons  attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  or  other  services 
authorised  by  law;  for  printing  and 
stationery  of  every  description,  and 
for  working  the  lithographic  press; 
for  books,  maps,  charts,  mathema- 
tical and  nautical  instruments,  chro- 
nometers, models,  and  drawings; 
for  the  purchase  and  repair  of  fire 
engines  and  machinery;  for  the  re- 
pair of  steam  engines  in  navy  yards; 
for  the  purchase  and  maintenance 
of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts, 
timber  wheels,  and  workmen’s  tools 
of  every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  public  service;  for  pilotage 
and  towing  ships  of  war;  for  taxes 
and  assessments  on  public  property; 
for  assistance  rendered  to  vessels  in 
distress;  for  incidental  laborat  navy 
yards,  not  applicable  to  any  other 
appropriation;  for  coal  and  other 
fuel,  and  for  candles  and  oil,  for  the 
use  of  navy  yards  and  shore  sta- 
tions, and  for  no  other  object  or 
purpose  whatever  450,000 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 

not  hereinbefore  enumerated  3,000 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 

building  at  Charlestown,  Mass.  1,500 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Brooklyn,  New  York  3,000 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 

building  at  Norfolk,  Va.  2,000 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 

building  at  Pennsacola,  Florida  1,500 

For  pay  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  privates,  and 
servants  serving  on  shore,  and  sub- 
sistence of  officers  of  the  marine 


corps 

For  provisions  for  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  privates 
and  servants  and  washerwomen 

176,927 

serving  on  shore 

45,054 

For  clothing 

43,662 

For  fuel 

16,274 
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For  keeping  barracks  in  repair,  and 
for  rent  of  temporary  barracks  at 


New  York  6,000 

For  transportation  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  and  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting 8,000 

For  medicines,  hospital  supplies,  sur- 
gical instruments,  pay  of  matron 
and  hospital  stewards  4,140 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers, 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  accoutre- 
ments,ordinance  stores,  flags, drums, 
fifes,  and  other  instruments  2,300 


For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps, 
viz:  for  freight,  ferriage,  toll,  wharf- 
age and  cartage;  for  per  diem  al- 
lowance for  attending  courts  martial 
and  courts  of  inquiry,  compensation 
to  judge  advocates,  house  rent  where 
there  are  no  public  quarters  assign- 
ed, per  diem  allowance  to  enlisted 
men  on  constant  labor,  expenses  of 
buryingdeceased  marines,  printing, 
stationery,  forage,  postage  on  pub- 
lic letters,  expenses  in  pursuit  of 
deserters,  candles  and  oil,  straw, 
barrack  furniture,  bed  sacks,  spades, 
axes,  shovels,  picks,  carpenter’s 
tools,  and  for  keeping  a horse  for 
the  messenger  17,980 

For  the  purpose  of  making  a satisfac- 
tory experiment  of  lieut.  Hunter’s 
invention  to  propel  war  steamers  by 
horizontal  wheels  that  will  be  safe 
from  the  balls  of  an  enemy  1,000 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting to  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  arranging  and  preserving  the 
collections  made  by  the  exploring 
expedition  ’ 5,000 


$5,926,337 

H.  R.  612.  For  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 


States  for  the  year  1841. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Independence  and 
sea  wall  at  Castle  island  35,000 

For  Fort  Warren  45,000 

For  Fort  Adams  35,000 

For  fortifications  at  New  London  har- 
bor 15,000 

For  Fort  Schuyler  30,000 

For  permanent  wharves  for  Fort  Co- 
lumbus, Castle  Williams,  and  South 
battery,  Governor’s  island  10,000 

For  repairs  of  sea  wall  of  Castle  Wil- 
liams, and  other  parts  of  Governor’s 
island  10,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Gibson,  N.  York 

harbor  5,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Washington  15,000 

For  Fort  Monroe  35,000 

For  Fort  Calhoun  10,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Macon  15,000 

For  the  preservation  of  the  site  of 

Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina  25,000 

For  Fort  Sumter  60,000 

For  repairs  of  Ca'Stle  Pinckney  2,000 

For  Fort  Pulaski  15,000 

For  Fort  Pickens  10,000 

For  Fort  Baraacas  30,000 

For  Fort  Livingston  30,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Mifilin  5,000 

Forcontingencies  of  fortifications  5,000 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  re- 
pairs of  fortifications  10,000 

For  repairs  of  sea  wall  on  Deer  island, 

Boston  harbor  1,500 

For  repairs  of  sea  wall  on  Rainsford 

island,  Boston  harbor  1,000 

For  continuing  sea  wall  at  St.  Augus- 
tine 15,000 

For  the  preservation  of  the  site  of 
Fort  Johnson  16,000 


$485,500 

H.  R.  676.  For  the  support  of  the  mititary  academy 
for  the  year  1841. 


For  the  pay  of  officers,  cadets,  and 

musicians  60,524 

For  the  subsistence  of  officers  and  ca- 
dets 40,077 

For  forage  of  officers’  horses  5,184 

For  clothing  of  officers’  servants  420 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

board  of  visiters  at  West  Point  2,000 

For  repairs,  improvements  and  ex- 
penses of  buildings,  grounds,  roads, 
wharves,  boats  and  fences  7,757  50 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  printing, 
transportation  and  postage  12,581  45 


For  pay  of  adjutant’s  and  disbursing 


officer’s  clerks  950 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  li- 
brary 1,000 

For  progress  with  binding  books  in- 
jured at  the  fire  in  February, 
eighteen  hundred  ar.d  thirty-eight, 
and  imported  stitched  300 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  726  25 

For  the  department  of  engineering  300 

For  the  department  of  philosophy  887  33 

For  the  department  of  chemistry  525 

For  the  department  of  drawing  276 

For  the  department  of  mathematics  75 

For  the  department  of  artillery  310 


For  completing  the  reconstruction  of 
the  buildings  for  the  library,  engi- 
neer, chemical  and  philosophical 
departments,  commenced  under  the 
act  of  July  seven,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirtv-eight  7,581  37 

For  military  and  geographical  surveys 

west  of  the  Mississippi  river  20,000 

To  pay  a balance  certified  by  the  topo- 
graphical bureau  to  be  due  to  Lyon 
and  Howard  as  the  balance  upon  a 
contract  for  building  two  steam- 
dredging machines  upon  Lake  Mi- 
chigan 4,369 

$165,842  90 


H.R.529.  For  the  payment  of  the  re- 
lutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1841 
For  payment  of  invalid  pensions 
For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
under  the  act  of  the  fourth  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six 

For  five  years’  pensions  to  widows, 
under  the  act  of  the  seventh  of  J uly, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight 

For  hall  pay  pensions,  payable  through 
the  offices  of  the  second  and  third 
auditors 

For  arrearages,  payable  through  the 
second  auditor’s  office 
For  arrearages,  payable  through  the 
third  auditor’s  office 


$314,000 

107,000 

448,241 

168,314 

5.000 
600 

1.000 


$1,044,155 

H.  R.  543.  For  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the 
year  1841,  viz: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis,  and  the 
several  Indian  agents,  as  provided 
by  the  acts  of  June  thirtieth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-four,  and 
of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred 
arid  thirty-seven  16,500 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents  authorised 
by  the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-four  13,000 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  autho- 
rised by  the  same  act  11,300 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  In- 
dians at  the  distribution  of  annui- 
ties while  on  visits  of  business  with 
the  superintendents  and  agents,  and 


when  assembled  on  public  business  11,800 
For  the  necessary  buildings  required 
at  the  several  agencies,  and  repairs 
thereof  2,000 

For  postages,  rent,  stationery,  fuel  for 
offices,  and  other  contingencies  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for 
transportation  and  incidental  ex- 
penses 36,500 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  south  of  the  Missouri  river  1,000 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tions of  certain  Indian  treaties,  and 
the  laws  connected  therewith,  viz: 

For  the  Christian  Indians  400 

For  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi  35,000 

For  the  Chippewas  of  Saganaw  5,800 

For  the  Chippewas,  Menomouees, 

Winnebagoes  and  N.  York  Indians  1,500 

For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Pot- 

tawatomies  34,290 

For  the  Choctaws  49,950 

For  the  Creeks  63,940 

For  the  Chickasaws  6,000 

For  the  Cherokees  7,640 


For  the  Delawares  10,344 

For  the  Florida  Indians  9,610 

For  the  Iowas  7,875 

For  the  Kickapoos  5,500 

For  the  Kaskaskins  and  Peorias  3,000 

For  the  Kanzas  6,040 

For  the  Miamies  52,878 

For  the  Eel  Rivers  1,100 

For  the  Menomouees  31,830 

For  the  Omahas  1,440 

For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  62,365 

For  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias  5,640 

For  the  Osages  34,406 

For  the  Ottawas  4,300 

For  the  Pottawatomies  20,200 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  Huron  400 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  the  Prarie  16,000 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  the  Wabash  20,000 
For  the  Pottawatomies  of  Indiana  17,000 

For  the  Piankeshaws  800 

For  the  Pawnees  9,600 

For  the  Quapaws  4,660 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York  4,500 

For  the  Senecas  of  New  York  6,000 

For  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi  40,510 

For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux  1,340 

For  the  Sacs  ami  Foxes  of  the  Missouri  7,870 
For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi  48,540 
For  the  Shawnees  7,180 

For  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  2,060 

For  the  Senecas  2,660 

For  the  Wyandots  6,340 

For  the  Weas  3,000 

For  the  Wyandots,  Munsees  and  De- 
lawares 1,000 

For  the  Winnebagoes  92,860 


Sec.  2.  And  be  further  enacted,  That 
the  following  sums  of  money  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title,  namely: 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  holding  a 
treaty  with  the  Wyandot  Indians  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  3,000 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  holding 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  for 
the  extinguishment  of  their  titles  to 
their  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
state  of  Michigan  5,000 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  holding  a 
treaty  with  the  Sac  and  Fox,  Win- 
nebago and  Sioux  tribes  of  Indians 
for  their  title  of  their  land  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Iowa  5,000 

For  the  expenses  of  making  the  treaty 
of  twenty-eighth  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty,  with  the 
Miamies,  and  of  obtaining  their  as- 
sent to  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
by  its  resolution  of  the  twenty-fifth 
February  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty one  5,000 

H.  R.  684.  For  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  a delegation  of  the  Semi- 
nole Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  other  agents  engaged  in  an  at- 
tempt to  effect  a pacification  with 
the  hostile  portion  of  that  tribe  in 
Florida  15,000 

H.  R.  685.  For  the  temporary  sup- 
port of  certain  destitute  Kiclcapoo 
Indians  22,000 

H.  R.  529.  For  the  removal,  subsis- 
tence and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Se- 
minole Indian  chief  and  warriors  as 
may  surrender  for  emigration  100,000 


PRIVATE. 

S.  18.  Avery,  Saltmarsh  & Co. 

S.  30.  Joab  Seely 

S.  62.  C.  M.  Keller  and  H.  Stone 

S.  192.  Lieut.  John  E.  Bispham 


RECAPITULATION 

Civil  and  diplomatic  list 

Army 

Navy 

Fortifications 
Military  academy 
Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
Indian  department,  treaties,  &c. 
Private 


$1,000,968 

$9,779 

00 

20 

00 

227 

50 

29 

16 

$10,055 

66 

$8,517,079 

35 

6,041,919 

00 

5,926,337 

00 

485,500 

00 

165,842 

90 

1,044,155 

00 

1,000,968 

00 

10,055 

66 

$23,191,856  91 


Note.— No  new  offices  created  or  salaries  in- 
creased. 
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CHRONICLE. 

The  Amistad  negroes  have  left  New  Haven  ror 
Farmington,  where  they  are  to  be  placed  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Williams,  until  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Bank  U.  S.  The  notes  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania depreciated  to  17  a 18  per  cent,  m Philadel- 
phia. Efforts  were  made  to  induce  the  other  banks  of 
the  city  to  receive  them  in  payment,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  which  their  value  in  market  varied  from  the 
above  rate  to  12  a 12|.  They  had  declined  to  22^  be- 
lovv  specie  standard  in  N.  York. 

In  London  the  shares  of  the  bank  were  at  £9  at  the 

Of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  on 
Morrison  &.  Co.  about  £450,000  had  been  accepted. 
£100,000  on  Browns,  and  £100,000  on  Deniston,  had 
also  been  accepted.  £70,000  on  Morrison  drawn  to 
pay  the  Boston  debt,  went  out  by  the  packet  which 
carried  the  news  of  the  third  suspension.  The  fate  of 
these  is  of  course  not  known,  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  they  were  regularly  accepted.  If  so,  this 
whole  job  is  disposed  of.  [N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Canal  navigation.  The  water  has  been  let  into 
the  whole  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg,  and  the  canal  is  in  operation 
except  at  the  Huntingdon  aqueduct. 

Mr.  Clay’s  health  continued  to  improve.  He  left 
this  city  on  Friday  last  in  the  Frederick  cars  tor  the 
west,  accompanied  by  senator  Moreliead  and  several 
other  gentlemen. 

Cotton.  Liverpool  dates  at  the  2d  inst.  says:  We 
have  had  a great  demand  for  cotton  to-day,  and  the 
sales  amount  to  7,500  bales  at  very  full  prices,  with  a 
gradually  advancing  market.  Speculators  are  by  no 
means  inactive,  having  taken  of  the  above  from  2,300 
to  3,000  bales. 

March  3.  We  have  had  another  brisk  day  in  cot- 
ton. Consumers  are  very  active  buyers,  and  have 
taken  5,000  hales  at  Saturday’s  full  prices,  in  many  in- 
stances at  gd.  advance  on  Friday’s  prices  has  been 
paid,  2,000  bales  are  placed  to  speculators’  account; 
to-day  the  market  closes  with  a firm  and  healthy  feel- 
ing. 

Counterfeits.  The  Philadelphia  Sentinel  says  that 
counterfeit  American  quarters  ut  dollars  are  in  circula- 
tion. They  are  dated  1836,  and  are  so  well  executed 
that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  them  from  the  genuine. 

Croton  aqueduct.  The  water  commissioners 
have  made  a report  to  the  common  council  of  New 
York,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a memorial  which  they 
had  presented  to  the  legislature.  This  memorial  sels 
forth  that  the  whole  line  of  the  aqueduct  in  Westches- 
ter county,  thirty-two  miles  in  length  is  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  forty  yards  in  length,  and  the 
remaining  portions  of  the  work,  excepting  the  high 
bridge  and  receiving  and  distributing  reservoir  will  be 
completed  during  the  ensuing  summer. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  at  N.  York  156,  of 
which  38  were  by  consumption,  and  4 by  small  pox. 
In  Baltimore  5S,  of  whom  10  were  free  colored,  and  4 
slaves;  20  were  under  1 year  of  age  and  24  over  21 
years. 

Flour.  The  inspections  of  the  last  week  in  Balti- 
more amounts  to  7,996  barrels. 

Greenough’s  statue  of  Washington.  The  Phila- 
delphia North  American  says,  that  Greenough’s  statue 
of  Washington  is  completed,  and  is  now  on  its  way  to 
this  country  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Ohio.  He  has 
received  instalments  to  the  amount  of  $20,000  and  the 
balance,  $5,000,  is  to  be  paid  on  delivery  of  the  work. 
It  will  occupy  the  centre  of  the  rotunda  in  the  capitol 
at  Washington. 

Gen.  Gaines’  suit.  Gen.  Gaines’  suit  against  B- 
Chew  and  others,  is  in  a queer  predicament. 

Gen.  Gaines  wants  to  proceed  in  the  Louisiana 
court  according  to  the  rules  of  chancery  praciice,  as 
laid  down  by  the  U.  S.  supreme  court.  The  district 
judge  will  not  permit  it.  The  supreme  court  say  they 
have  no  power  to  compel  him  to  conform  to  those 
rules;  and  all  that  they  can  do  is  regularly  to  reverse 
his  decisions  on  the  question  of  practice,  as  often  as  it 
is  brought  up  for  their  adjudication.  They  extremely 
regret  the  district  judge’s  course — they  say  it  amounts 
in  some  cases  to  a denial  of  a man’s  rights — but  they 
are  powerless.  [St.  Louis  Gazette. 

Girard’s  will.  The  case  of  Girard  vs.  the  mayor, 
aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  disputing  the 
validity  of  the  will  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard,  wassail- 
ed up  for  argument  on  Monday  morning,  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court  before  judges  Baldwin  and  Hop- 
kins. After  a few  words  from  counsel,  the  case  was 
postponed  until  the  completion  of  some  necessary  forms. 
Able  counsel  will  argue  the  case  on  both  sides,  and 
among  them  the  hon.  John  Sergeant  appears  on  the 
part  of  the  city,  and  the  hon.  Walter  Jones  on  the  part 
of  the  complainant.  [Phil.  Nat.  Guz. 

Great  freshet.  The  rail  road  much  injured.  Pro- 
bable inundation  of  Augusta  and  Hamburg.  The  con- 
tinued rains  which  have  prevailed  for  a number  ofdays 
past,  have  doubtless  been  the  cause  of  much  damage 
and  destruction  of  property  in  the  interior.  Its  effects 
on  the  rail  road,  have  been  of  the  most  disastrous  cha- 
racter, and  great  fears  are  entertained  that  Hamburg 
and  Augusta  have  again  suffered  even  to  a greater  extent 
than  during  the  freshet  of  last  summer. 


We  have  had  no  mail  from  these  places  since  Wed- 
nesday last.  On  Saturday,  a conductor  of  the  cars 
on  the  rail  road,  arrived  in  town,  who  left  Hamburg  on 
Thursday  morning  last.  He  states  that  the  wa.er  at 
that  place,  when  he  left,  was  within  eight  feet  as  high 
as  at  the  recent  inundation — that  the  river  was  rising  at 
the  rate  of  18  inches  per  hour — and  that  the  inhabitants 
were  removing  their  families  and  goods,  in  anticipation 
of  the  place  being  submerged.  At  Plouse  creek  (4 
miles  from  Hamburg)  about  200  feet  of  the  road  was 
entirely  broken  up;  and  at  Edisto  swamp  about  a 
mile  and  a half  of  the  road  was  impassible.  The  con- 
ductor reached  Branchville  on  Thursday  night,  and 
started  from  there  with  a hand  carat  11  o’clock  on  Fri- 
day, reaching  Summerville  at  10  P.  M.  from  which 
place  he  came  to  town  on  Saturday  morning. 

At  Cattle  creek  (fifty-five  miles  from  the  city)  seve- 
ral hundred  feet  of  the  railway  is  broken  up,  the 
trussle  work  washed  away,  and  the  rails  held  together 
only  by  the  iron.  In  the  course  of  the  progress  of  the 
conductor  and  those  in  his  company  they  encounter- 
ed much  fatigue,  and  had  some  narrow  escapes  of  loss 
of  life. 

At  the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane  the  banks  were  all 
falling  in,  covering  the  track  of  the  road. 

The  locomotive  Ravenel  had  started  on  Thursday,  to 
give  assistance  to  passengers  coming  down,  and  at 
Edisto  swamp,  the  road  gave  way,  and  threw  her  on  the 
embankment,  where  she  now  lies.  She  had  a freight 
car  attached,  which  floated  off  with  the  rail  road  hands, 
who  were  all,  however,  safe,  the  water  at  that  point  be- 
ing 10  feet  deep. 

Since  the  information  above  received,  we  have  had 
a conversation  with  Mr.  Tupper,  the  president  of  the 
Hamburg  road,  who  arrived  here  on  Saturday  evening, 
and  left  again  yesterday,  to  superintend  the  work  of 
repairing  the  damage  caused  by  the  freshet.  From  him 
we  learn  that  there  is  now  no  communication  above 
the  Four  Plole  swamp — tiiat  the  water  was  on  the  rise 
when  he  left,  (4  P.  M.  on  Saturday) — that  at  that  place 
the  rail  was  covered  for  the  distance  of  a mile — and 
that  half  a mile  of  the  railway  was  broken  up.  It  was 
the  impression  of  those  who  were  experienced  in  the 
matter,  that  the  water  would  continue  to  rise  yet,  for 
a day  or  two,  although  the  rain  had  ceased;  and  at  the 
present  time  no  calculation  can  be  made  as  to  wbatmay 
be  the  amount  of  damages  sustained. 

[Charleston  Courier,  March  15. 

Hospitals.  We  have  received  an  interesting  pam- 
phlet from  the  pen  of  F.  A.  Packard,  esq.  of  this  city, 
who  has  recently  returned  from  a visit  to  England  and 
the  continent,  containing  memoranda  of  the  principal 
hospitals,  prisons,  &e.  in  France,  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land, addressed  to  the  acting  committee  of  the  Philadel- 
phia society  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of  public  pri- 
sons. Mix  P.  has  evidently  been  a diligent  and  discrimi- 
nating observer,  and  the  results  of  his  inquiries  as  here 
embodied,  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit.  It  is 
undoubtedly  true  as  he  states,  that  public  sentiment 
among  all  civilized  nations  is  passing  through  a great 
change  on  the  subject  of  prison  discipline,  ana  the 
treatment  of  the  children  of  misfortune  and  sorrow. 
Hence  facts,  such  as  are  collated  in  this  pamphlet 
have  a special  value.  We  are  sorry  to  see  such  evi- 
dence of  the  neglect  of  the  claims  of  a wise  mercy  not 
only  in  the  prison  discipline  of  France  and  England, 
but  in  their  asylums  for  the  insane.  Take  this  picture 
of  Ihe  Hospice  de  la  Sal  Petriere  in  Paris,  a lunatic 
asylum.  It  is  so  called  from  its  having  been  originally 
a saltpetre  manufactory,  and  was  converted  into  a 
place  of  confinement  for  beggars  nearly  200  years  ago. 
Mr.  P.  says: 

“It  is  an  immense  structure,  being  1,680  feet  long  by 
1,164  broad,  and  covering  109,000  square  yards.  The 
principal  front  is  600  feet  in  length.  The  largest  num- 
ber of  inmates  received  in  any  one  year  is  9,000.  The 
buildings  are  now  appropriated  exclusively  to  women, 
the  n umber  of  whom  on  the  day  of  my  visit  was  5,500, 
ot  whom  1,230  were  lunatics,  500  epileptics,  and  300 
idiots.  My  fancy  never  could  have  painted  the  horrible 
spectacle  I saw  in  their  warns  and  yards.  In  one  of 
the  enclosures  1 saw  fifteen  or  twenty  small  buildings 
resembling  very  closely  those  which  are  put  up  in  zoo- 
logical gardens  for  particular  classes  of  wild  animals. 
The  doors  were  doubled  like  those  of  a prison.  In 
some  of  them  a place  was  fitted  up  much  like  the  cages 
of  lions  and  tigers  in  the  menageries.  The  floor  was 
strewed  with  straw.  A thick,  strong  barrier,  like  a rack 
for  cattle  to  eat  from,  separated  the  maniac  from  the 
spectator.  Rolling  about  in  this  fil thy  straw,  I saw  a 
woman,  nealy  or  quite  unclothed,  and  an  object  of  the 
most  loathsome  description.  In  goinginto  two  or  three 
of  these  cages,  I was  cautioned  to  be  on  my  guard,  as 
they  were  ferieuse — and  who  would  not  be  under  cir- 
cumstances so  horribly  aggravated!  The  idiots  were 
nearly  all  in  one  yard,  and  their  filthy  persons  and  re- 
voling  countenances  added  to  their  grimaces  and  mut- 
terings,  presented  a heart-sickening  scene.  The  epi- 
leptics and  paralytics  were  less  offensive,  but  their  si- 
tuation is  any  thing  but  comfortable,  as  we  use  the 
term.”  [Phila.  Sentinel. 

Gen.  Jackson  visited  Nashville  on  the  4th  instant; 
and  his  general  health,  ihe  Nashville  Union  says,  seems 
to  be  as  good  as  it  has  been  for  several  years. 

Col.  R.  M.  Johnson.  The  Richmond  Enquirer  of 
the  10th  says:  An  assertion  has  been  made  by  several 
of  the  whig  presses,  that  ex-vice  president  Johnson  has 
given  m his  adhesion  to  the  new  administration.  The 
last  Petersburg  Statesman  has  repeated  the  report. 


But  the  New  York  Evening  Post  contradicts  it.  It 
quotes  a letter  written  by  col-  Johnson  on  the  11th  inst. 
which  stales  explicitly  as  follows: 

“I  know  rumor  can  make  my  friends  believe  that  I 
have  changed  or  can  change  my  position  in  politics;  it 
is  very  humiliating  to  me.  The  rumors  of  that  kind 
cannot  be  worthy  of  any  thing  but  the  lie  direct  from 
those  who  have  confidence  in  me.’’ 

Mormon  war.  An  unprofitable  business.  The  pay- 
master general  of  the  Missouri  militia  has  made  a re- 
port, in  which  it  appears,  that  what  he  calls  the  Mor- 
mon war,  cost  the  state  of  Missouri  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Mobile.  The  business  capacity  of  Mobile  may  be 
inferred  from  these  facts.  Stock  of  cotton  now  on 
hand,  105,726  bags  against  110,326  last  year.  Imports 
this  season,  173,936  bags  of  cotton, — 18,000  barrels  of 
flour, — 55,000  sacks  of  salt, — 5,500  barrels  of  whiskey, 
6,885  baas  of  coffee, — 1,326  barrels  of  pork, — 3,500 
pieces  of  bagging  and  8,900  coils  rope.  The  receipts 
of  cotton  for  1840  up  to  this  time  were  168,124  bags. — 
Exports  this  year  69,312  against  59,262  last  season. — 
At  the  present  time  they  have  63  ships,  11  barques,  9 
brigs  and  22  vessels  in  port. 

Stocks.  London,  March  3.  The  stock  market  is 
firm  to-day,  though  the  transactions  have  been  limited. 
Consols  for  money  are  88^  to  88|,  and  for  the  account 
89ja89j.  Exchequer  bills  maintain  the  advance  to  10 
and  12  prem.  and  India  bonds  are  atSal4  dis.  The 
new  three  and  a half  per  cents  realise  97|aj,  and  the 
three  per  cents  S9jaj. 

Steam  ships.  The  Britannia  left  Boston  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  16th  for  Liverpool,  with  only  fifteen 
passengers.  Just  as  she  was  leaving  her  berth,  two 
men  had  their  legs  broken  by  the  parting  of  a hawser. 

Steamboats.  The  Renown  was  snagged  and  sunk 
a short  time  since  at  Moore’s  Bluff,  on  the  Lillie  Big- 
bee  river.  She  was  on  her  downward  passage,  and 
had  some  cotton  on  board,  though  not  a fuil  cargo. 
This  is  the  fourth  boat  which  has  been  sunk  in  the 
Alabama  river  within  a week. 

Steamer  Chester  was  snagged  on  the  Mississippi, 
about  18  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and,  it  is 
feared,  will  prove  a total  loss  of  boat  and  cargo;  as 
part  of  her  hurricane  deck  is  under  water.  She  had  a 
valuable  cargo  of  produce,  and  was  bound  to  New 
Orleans.  The  accident  occurred  the  morning  of  the 
7th  inst.  in  rounding  to  at  a wood  yard,  and  she  tilled 
so  quick  that  the  passengers  were  not  able  to  secure 
the  whole  of  their  baggage. 

Temperance  at  Lowell,  Mass.  On  the  question 
“shall  the  mayor  and  aldermen  he  instructed  to  grant 
no  licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  during 
the  ensuing  municipal  year?’’ — the  vote  was  as  follows: 
yeas  830;  nays  365. 

Tobacco  trade.  During  the  year  1840,  no  less  than 
2,069  hhds.  of  tobacco  were  exported  from  Baltimore 
to  Trieste,  Austria. 

Commercial  accounts  from  Genoa  state  that  five 
cargoes  of  tobacco  had  arrived  in  that  city  from  Rich- 
mond during  the  same  year,  designed  for  the  transit 
trade  opened  with  inland  countries  by  the  14th  article 
of  the  late  treaty  of  commerce  with  Sardinia. 

[Madisonian . 

The  weather.  Winter  has  truly  been  “lingering 
in  the  lap  of  spring,”  from  the  4th  to  the  20;h  was  un- 
usually severe  for  March.  Sleighing  was  good  in 
many  places.  A heavy  N.  W.  snow  storm  lasted  from 
the  17th  to  the  19th,  and  the  snow  was  eighteen  inches 
deep  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk  on  the  last  mentioned 
date.  On  the  20th  the  weather  changed,  and  the  tem- 
perature since  has  been  delightful. 

At  Rochester,  N.  Y.  on  Saturday,  12;h  and  1 3: h 
instant,  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  about  a foot.  At  Al- 
bany on  Wednesday  morning  last,  the  mercury  stood 
only  3 degrees  above  zero. 

The  Raleigh  N.  C.  Register  of  the  19th  says  that  the 
snow  was  lying  there  ten  inches  deep. 

They  have  had  thirty-one  snow  storms  at  Bangor 
this  season,  and  the  sleighing  has  been  good  there  since 
19th  of  November. 

The  winter  in  Missouri  it  appears  has  been  ns  re- 
markable for  drought  as  it  has  been  upon  the  Atlantic 
for  rain. 

The  Lexington,  Missouri  Express  of  the  20th  Feb. 
says:  “There  has  not  been  a drop  of  rain  during  this 
whole  winter,  and  only  about  four  inches  of  snow,  al- 
together. Our  streets  and  roads  are  dry  and  in  fine 
order.  To  take  the  season  through,  we  never  observed 
a milder  or  more  delightful  one,  even  in  the  Old  Domi- 
nion.” 

A letter  from  Monticello,  Sulliven  county,  N.  Y.  dat 
ed  the  18th  inst.  says  that  the  snow  is  four  feet  deep, 
that  many  of  the  cross  roads  are  impassable. 

Imitation.  Wooden  cakes,  beautifully  frosted,  and 
mahogany  doughnuts,  are  advertised  to  be  let  for  par- 
ties in  one  of  the  Bangor  papers. 

Western  rivers.  From  the  12th  to  the  15th  the 
water  in  the  Ohio  rose  with  extraordinary  rapidity. — 
On  the  15th  they  had  upwards  of  20  faet  in  the  chan- 
nel. The  Cumberland  at  Nashville  on  the  10th  inst. 
was  still  on  the  rise;  and  some  heavy  rains  having  fal- 
len, there  was  a good  prospect  that  it  would  continue 
in  a good  state  for  navigation  for  some  weeks.  The 
river  at  St.  Louis  was  in  good  order  on  the  9th  instant, 
and  the  Brazil  had  arrived  from  this  port. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

American  manufactures.  A correspondent  of  the 
London  Courier  alludes  to  the  fact  that  the  Birming- 
ham and  Gloucester  railway  company  have  “actual- 
ly bought  ten  locomotive  engines  made  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.”  They  cost  upwards  of  £1,500  each; 
but  it  is  “the  stigma  and  reflections”  cast  upon  the 
manufactories  of  England  that  is  complained  of. 
The  writer  adds: 

“It  is  a fact  that  iron,  cotton,  woollen  and  other 
manufactures  are  extending  in  America,  France, 
Germany,  Switzerland  and  other  countries;  still  let 
us  hope  the  day  is  far  distant  when  our  manufactu- 
rers shall  feel  the  diminution  of  foreign  demand  for 
the  immense  quantity  of  goods  manufactured  in  this 
country.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  introduction  of  fo- 
reign machinery  will  rouse  our  mechanical  men  to 
greater  application,  which  will  tend  to  further  and 
more  impoitant  inventions  and  improvements  in 
engines  and  other  articles  of  machinery,  so  necessa- 
ry to  maintain  our  commercial  supremacy  and  so 
indispensable  for  the  support  of  our  vast  popula- 
tion.” 

Statistics  of  the  London  post  office.  We  gather  the 
following  from  a report  recently  made  to  our  go- 
vernment by  Mr.  Plitf,  wtio  was  sent  out  sometime 
ago  to  Europe,  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
lor  the  purpose  of  collecting  information  lelative 
to  the  post  office  and  mail  arrangement  of  the  old 
world. 

The  average  number  of  letters  received  daily,  for 
delivery  in  the  London  post  office,  is  75,350. 

The  average  number  of  newspapers  received  dai- 
ly, for  delivery  in  the  London  post  office,  is  11,460. 

The  average  number  of  letters  sent,  daily  posted 
in  London,  is  80,370. 

Tlie  average  number  of  letters  daily  distributed 
and  forwarded,  is  22,310. 

The  average  number  of  newspapers  daily  posted 
in  London,  is  83,510. 

The  average  number  of  newspapers  daily  distri- 
buted and  forwarded,  is  3,000. 

In  the  London  district  post,  the  average  number 
of  letters  received  arid  delivered  daily,  is  68,000; 
number  of  newspapers,  3,500. 

Besides  the  letter  carriers  there  are  also  attached 
to  the  general  post,  ninety-five  bellmen,  who  call 
at  every  house  iri  their  walk  for  letters  to  go  by 
the  evening  despatch.  They  carry  a locked  bag, 
with  an  aperture  large  enough  to  drop  in  a letter, 
which  can  only  be  opened  at  the  post  office.  Any 
person  having  letters  to  go  by  the  mail  may  drop  I 
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them  into  the  bag  himself,  pay  the  bellman  his  fee 
of  one  penny  loreach  letter,  and  then  may  rest  as- 
sured that  they  will  be  despatched  by  the  mail  of 
the  same  evening. 

The  number  of  post  towns  in  the  United  King- 
dom is  3,938;  the  number  of  miles  upon  which  the 
mail  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  annually  carried  by 
mail  coaches,  horse  and  foot  posts,  is  7,464,250;  by 
railways,  936,590.  The  annual  cost  of  which,  for 
the  former,  is  £302,659;  for  the  railway,  is 
£19,940. 

Each  mail  is  accompanied  with  a guard,  armed 
with  a blunderbuss  and  pistols.  The  business  has 
increased  immensely,  since  the  introduction  ol  the 
penny  post  system. 

FRANCE. 

M.  Guizot.  The  Americans  in  Paris  have  united 
in  soliciting  M.  Guizot  to  sit  for  his  portrait  to  an 
American  artist,  Mr.  Healy,  testifying  thereby  the 
high  estimation  in  which  they  hold  the  distinguish- 
ed Frenchman,  for  his  admirable  essay  on  the  cha- 
racter of  Washington.  The  London  Quarterly, 
we  may  add,  speaks  of  this  book  ol  Guizot’s,  as  the 
ablest  of  his  works.  The  letter  from  the  American 
committee  concludes  by  saying: 

“Our  ulterior  purpose  is  to  transmit  the  portrait 
to  the  speaker  cl  our  congress,  and  to  request  for  it 
a place  in  the  library  of  that  body,  as  a permanent 
memorial  of  the  profound  respect  which  we  enter- 
tain lor  yonr  personal  character  and  in  tel  le  cl  ual 
trophies,  and,  in  particular,  of  the  gratitude  which 
all  Americans  should  feel,  lor  your  liberal  agency 
in  exhibiting  anew  to  Europe;  the  true  nature  of 
their  revolution,  and  the  distinctive  pre-eminence 
of  it  here.” 

To  this  communication  M.  Guizot  replied  in  the 
following  manner: 

“ Department  of  foreign  affairs,  Paris,  Feb.  12. 

“Gentlemen — -I  am  proloundly  sensible  to  your 
proceeding.  I accept  with  gratitude  the  honor  you 
are  pleased  to  confer.  As  soon  as  I shall  be  disen- 
gaged from  the  imperative  occupations,  which,  at 
this  juncture,  leave  no  moment  at  my  own  disposal, 
I will  cheerfully  give  to  the  American  artist,  whom 
you  designate,  the  sittings  requisite  for  my  portrait. 
It  gratifies  me  exceedingly  that  the  United  States 
of  America,  have  found  my  homage  to  Washington 
worthy  of  the  great  man.  I shall  rejoice,  if  a place 
be  assigned  to  be  in  the  library  of  congress,  and  I 
thank  you  for  the  conception.  I pray  you,  gentle- 
men, to  receive  the  sincere  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration.  “GUIZOT.” 

PORTUGAL. 

Poituguese  legation  in  U.  S.  18 th  March,  1841. 

The  Lisbon  “Diario  do  Governo”  oi  the  17th  De- 
cember, 1840,  contains  the  official  publication  of  the 
amnesty  granted,  on  the  preceding  day,  by  H.  M. 
the  queen  of  Portugal,  and  of  which  the  following 
is  a translation: 

“Desiring  to  give  a public  testimony  of  my  royal 
clemency  towards  iny  subjects  who  deceived  and 
led  into  crime,  were  the  instruments  of  the  attempts, 
and  revolutionary  movements  which  occurred  in 
Ibis  capitol  on  the  night  of  the  11th  to  the  12th  of 
August  last,  on  27th  of  the  said  month  in  the  city 
of  Gastello  Branco,  and  on  the  1st  of  September  in 
Portoalegre,  I am  pleased,  alter  consulting  my  coun- 
cil of  ministers,  and  availing  of  the  power  the  po- 
litical constitution  of  the  monarchy  confers  upon 
me,  in  its  article  82d  and  11th,  to  decree  as  iol- 
lows: 

“Those  Portuguese,  who,  deceived  and  led  into 
crime,  were  Ihe  instruments  of  the  attempts  and 
revolutionary  movements  on  the  night  of  the  11th 
to  the  1 2th  of  August  last  in  this  capitol,  of  the 
27th  of  the  said  month  in  Castello  Branco,  and  of 
the  1st  of  September  in  Portoalegre,  are  pardoned; 
they  shall  no  longer  be  molested,  all  proceedings 
against  them  shall  cease,  and  remain  in  oblivion. 

“The  millitary  officers,  who,  in  contempt  of  their 
most  sacred  duties,  of  honor  and  fidelity  of  the 
army  and  navy,  headed  the  aforementioned  attempts 
and  revolutionary  movements,  or  took  part  in  them, 
are  excepted  from  the  aforesaid  amnesty;  legal  pro- 
ceedings shall  remain  in  force,  and  be  instituted 
against  them  for  the  crimes  of  insubordination,  mi- 
litary sedition,  and  desertion.” 

“The  ministers  and  secretaries  of  state  of  all  the 
departments  shall  so  understand  it,  and  cause  it  to 
be  executed.  Palace  das  Necessidades,  Ihe  16th  of 
December  1S40.  THE  QUEEN,  Conic  do  Bom- 


fim,  Rodrigo  da  Fonseca  Magalhaes,  Antonio,  Ber- 
nardo da  Costa  Cabral,  Florido  Roriguez  Pereira 
Ferras.” 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Latest  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  brig  Mary,  at 
this  port,  brings  advices  fron  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the 
6th  February.  By  her  we  have  received  files  of 
papers  of  that  city  to  the  5th  of  February,  from 
which  the  following  items  are  translated.  We 
are  also  indebted  to  Ihe  kindness  of  a commercial 
friend  for  the  annexed  extract  of  a letter  received  by 
her: 

Great  disturbances  had  occurred  at  Bolivia  at  Ihe 
election  for  members  of  the  general  legislature. 
Some  lives  were  lost  and  much  disorder  prevailed. 
Mr.  Pedro  Rodrigues  Fernandes  Chaves,  late  Brazi- 
lian charge,  in  this  country,  had  arrived  a Rio  in  the 
Falmouth  packet. 

The  confirmation  of  Lavalle’s  defeat  had  been 
brought  to  Rio  by  the  French  steamer  “Tonnere.” 
Even  Lavalle’s  party  gave  his  cause  up  as  lost. 

The  rebels  ol  Rio  Grande  had  invaded  the  pro- 
vince of  St.  Catharine;  fears  were  entertained  that 
the  province  ofSt.  Paul’s  might  share  the  same  fate, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  government  had  called 
out  the  militia  of  the  latter  province  to  aid  the  re- 
gular force. 

There  were  rumors  of  a revolution  in  Paraguay 
against  the  existing  government,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  call  a general  congress. 

General  Hunter,  the  United  States  charge,  had 
addressed  a note  to  the  impartial  government  ex- 
pressing his  thanks  for  the  ready  and  valuable  ex- 
ertions of  the  Brazilian  navy  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  ship  Marion.  Mr.  Hunter  also  re- 
quested that  permission  might  be  granted  to  cap- 
tain Long  of  the  corvette  Boston,  to  erect  a tem- 
porary observatory  on  Rat  Island  for  astronomical 
observations,  and  correction  of  chonometers,  which 
was  granted. 

The  Monlevidean  government  had  convoked  the 
legislature  for  the  15th  February  last,  for  the  only 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  affairs 
which  directly  or  indirectly  concern  “the  defence 
and  safety  of  the  republic.”  This  speaks  volumes 
for  the  state  of  that  country  in  its  quarrels  with  ge- 
neral Rosas.  This  general  had  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  army,  and  Philip  Arana, 
(he  secretary  of  state,  was  aciing  as  governor  of 
the  republic,  and  in  that  capacity  had  sent  his  mes- 
sage lo  the  28th  legislature,  which  was  in  session. 

Revolution  in  Vera  Cruz.  The  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  of  (he  12th  contains  the  following  letter 
translated  from  a Yucatan  paper,  the  Siglo  XIX,  of 
Merida,  just  received. 

“Carmen,  Feb.  9th,  1841. 

“I  beg  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  last  night  of 
the  Texian  war  schooner  St.  Barnard,  which  left 
Galveston  on  the  24th  of  last  month,  bound  to  Yera 
Cruz  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  to  the  com- 
mander ol  the  first  British  man  of  war  he  might  fall 
in  with,  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Packenham,  from  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James,  respecting  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Texas. 

“The  St.  Barnard  appeared  off  Vera  Cruz  on  27th 
of  the  said  month,  and  its  commander  has  informed 
U3  that  on  that  day,  about  6 P.  M.  he  heard  loud 
cannonading  between  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa  and  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  there  were 
also  heavy  discharges  of  musketry;  that  the  firing 
lasted  about  two  hours,  and  that  there  remained  no 
doubt  but  that  the  firing  from  the  city  was  made 
with  balls,  as  some  of  them  fell  within  half  a mile 
of  where  the  St.  Bernard  lay.  After  nightfall  the 
St.  Bernard  left  for  this  island  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
placing a mast  she  had  carried  away. 

Her  commander  assures  us,  she  will  relurn  again 
to  Vera  Cruz  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the 
object  above  stated.  It  is  also  stated  that  the 
Texian  steamship  of  war  Zavalla,  will  arrive  at 
this  port  in  a few  days.  The  preceding  information 
was  given  by  the  commander  of  the  St.  Bernard  to 
the  military  commandant  of  this  island  through  the 
British  vice  council,  Mr.  George  Shiels. 

MEXICO. 

Letters  received  at  New  Orleans  from  Matamo- 
ras  and  the  city  of  Mexico,  &c.  state  that  general 
Arista  has  succeeded  in  two  “pitched  battles”  in 
chasing  the  Cawanche  Indians  beyond  the  frontiers, 
capturing  all  the  horses,  money,  &c.  which  they 
had  robbed  from  the  department  of  Coahuilas,  aud 
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releasing  forty-two  captives  the  savages  had  carried 
away  prisoners.  Arista  arrived  at  Matamoras  on 
the  14th  February,  and  was  received  by  the  inha- 
bitants with  every  demonstration  of  joy. 

TEXAS. 

The  Courier  and  Enquirer  publishes  a letter  from 
general  James  Hamilton,  the  Texian  commissioner 
in  Europe,  dated  Paris,  14th  February,  in  which 
that  gentleman  announces  that  on  “that  day  he  had 
concluded  a contract  with  the  bank  ot  J.  Lafitte  & 
Co.  for  the  Texian  loan.” 

It  is  not  stated  for  what  amount,  nor  on  what 
terms,  this  loan  was  obtained. 

We  have  received  Texas  papers  to  the  17th  inst. 
brought  by  the  steam  packet  New  York. 

[New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

The  papers  contain  very  little  news  of  interest. 

The  report  from  the  frontiers  is,  that  every  thing 
wears  a pacific  aspect. 

At  a dinner  given  to  gen.  Houston  iri  Galveston, 
the  French  consul  gave  the  following  toast: 

“May  the  ties  of  friendship  which  unite  the  re- 
public of  France,  and  which  found  their  first  germ 
on  the  illustrious  field  of  San  Jacinto,  be  strength- 
ened by  a commercial  intercourse,  and  may  France 
soon  see  the  single  star  wave  in  her  commercial 
ports.” 

An  unknown  correspondent  writes  to  us  from 
Galveston,  that  news  had  just  come  in  of  a great 
flood  in  the  Colorado,  which  had  carried  away  five 
or  six  miles  of  the  raft  above  Matagorda.  We  should 
be  pleased  to  have  this  report  confirmed,  as  would 
be  all  others  interested  in  the  navigation  of  that 
noble  river. 

A rumor  was  also  afloat  that  the  Texian  ship  St. 
Bernard  had  been  captured  by  the  Mexicans.  This 
report  perhaps  has  some  connexion  with  the  cannon- 
ading at  Vera  Cruz. 

CANADA. 

The  papers  continue  to  give  accounts  of  the  riots 
attendant  upon  the  elections  in  Canada.  In  Ber- 
thier  county,  according  to  the  Montreal  Herald,  the 
scenes  of  violence  and  bloodshed  were  unparallel- 
ed. That  paper  states  that  about  a thousand  Cana- 
dians, armed  with  bludgeons,  attacked  a body  of 
Irishmen,  estimated  at  forty  or  fifty;  and  that  the 
encounter  resulted  in  the  death  of  one  Canadian  and 
six  Irishmen,  and  the  wounding  of  a great  number 
on  both  sides. 

The  union  party,  which  excludes  the  tories,  will 
have,  it  is  said,  a considerable  majority  in  the  par- 
liament of  Canada  under  the  new  administration. 
In  several  places  very  serious  disturbances  and  riots 
have  grown  out  of  the  elections. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

President  Harrison,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Washington  papers,  was  taken  ill  on  Saturday  even- 
ing last,  of  a severe  pneumonia,  which,  for  several 
days  assumed  such  character  as  to  create  the  most 
serious  apprehensions.  We  are  happy  in  being 
able  to  state  that  letters  have  been  received  here, 
dated  at  Washington,  5 o’clock,  yesterday  morning, 
which  represent  that  the  president  passed  a quiet 
night,and  every  hope  was  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

The  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Webster,  left 
Washington  on  Sunday,  28th  ult.  for  New  York, 
in  consequence  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  Mrs. 
Webster’s  father,  Herman  Le  Roy,  a gentleman 
of  advanced  age,  long  known  as  an  eminent  mer- 
chant of  that  city.  He  returned  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment on  Thursday  evening  last. 

The  attorney  general  of  the  U.  S.  Mr. 
Crittenden,  reached  Washington  on  the  29th  ult. 
from  the  western  part  of  New  York,  to  which  he 
had  been  on.official  business. 

Appointments  and  promotions  by  the  pre- 
sident, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
nate. 

Jacob  De  La  Motta,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
ney at  Charleston,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina. 

George  Loyall,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port  of 
Norfolk,  Ya.  reappointed. 

John  P.  Henry,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port  of 
Savannah,  Ga.  reappointed. 

Thomas  Hayes,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  in  place  of  Michael  W.  Ash,  resigned. 

Promotions. 

'Commander  W.  A.  Spencer,  to  be  a captain  in 
the  navy  from  the  22d  January,  1841. 

Lieutenant  A.  Bigelow,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy  from  the  22d  January,  1841. 

Passed  midshipman  William  L.  Maury,  to  be  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  from  the  26th  February,  1841. 
appointments  by  the  president. 

Robert  C.  Wetmore,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the 
port  of  New  Yoik,  in  place  of  John  R.  Living- 
ston, jr.  removed. 


John  Chambers,  to  be  governor  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa. 

Otho  H.  W.  Stull,  to  be  secretary  for  said  terri- 
tory. 

Thomas  B.  Johnson,  to  be  marshal  for  said  terri- 
tory. 

Cornelius  Darragh,  to  be  attorney  for  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  Walter  Forward,  who  was 
appointed  to  said  oflice,  having  declined  its  accept- 
ance. 

Return  J.  Meigs,  to  be  attorney  for  the  middle 
district  of  Tennessee. 

Charles  Hopkins,  to  be  solicitor  of  the  general 
land  office. 

John  Hogan,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Dixon,  Illinois,  vice  Samuel  Hackleton,  removed. 

James  Watson  Riley,  register  "of  the  land  oflice 
at  Lima,  Ohio. 

Collectors  of  the  customs. 

Nathaniel  F.  Williams,  Baltimore,  Md.  vice  Wil- 
liam Frick,  removed. 

Levi  Lincoln,  districtof  Boston  and  Charlestown, 
vice  George  Bancroft,  resigned. 

Joseph  Eaches,  Alexandria,  D.  C.  vice  George 
Brent  removed. 

William  P.  Briggs,  for  the  district  of  Vermont 
vice  A.  W.  Hyde,  removed. 

William  Coad,  St.  Mary’s,  Maryland,  vice  James 
W.  Roach,  removed. 

Robert  W.  Alston,  St.  Mark’s,  Florida,  vice  J, 

F.  Kackler,  removed. 

Arnold  Naudin,  Delaware,  vice  Henry  Wliitely, 
removed. 

Surveyor. 

William  Floyd,  Town  Creek,  Maryland,  vice 
James  R.  Thompson,  removed. 

Land  office  receiver. 

Daniel  G.  Garnsey,  Dixon,  Illinois,  vice  John 
Dement,  removed. 

Postmasters. 

John  C.  Montgomery,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the 
place  of  James  Page,  removed. 

James  Rees,  at  Geneva,  N.  York,  in  the  place  of 

G.  J.  Grosvenor,  removed. 

David  D.  Hoyt,  at  Palmyra,  Wayne  county,  N. 
York. 

Enoch  A.  Hall,  at  West  Bloomfield,  Ontario 
county,  N.  York. 

Matthew  H.  Stevens,  at  Shusan,  Washington 
county,  N.  York. 

Jonathan  K.  Horton,  at  Greenwich,  Washington 
county,  N.  York. 

Jerome  D.  Mosher,  at  White  Creek,  Washing- 
ton county,  N.  York. 

John  Harris,  at  Charlestown,  Middlesex  county, 
Massachusetts. 

David  Brigham,  Madison,  Iowa  county,  Wis- 
konsan  territory. 

Jared  Lake,  South  Port,  Racine  county,  Wis- 
konsan  territory. 

Enos  Smith,  Racine,  Racine  county,  Wiskonsan 
territory. 

Horace  Hatch,  Pike,  Allegheny  county,  N.  Y. 

Asahel  Burlington,  Burke,  Caledonia  county, 
Vermont. 

Isaac  Covington,  Berlin,  Worcester  county,  Ma- 
ryland. 

John  C.  Rouse,  Argyle,  Washington  county,  N. 
York. 

Col.  John  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  it  will  be 
perceived,  is  officially  announced  as  being  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  to  be  governor  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa.  It  is  understood  that  the  president  ten- 
dered to  him  an  office  of  greater  emolument  at  the 
seat  of  the  general  government,  but  he  preferred, 
the  station  to  which  he  is  appointed.  [Nut.  Ini. 

Our  townsman,  John  L.  Wilson,  esq.  has  de- 
clined the  appointment  of  district  attorney  of  the 
U.  S.  tor  the  western  district  of  Florida,  recently 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  government. 

[ Charleston  Courier. 

Department  of  state,  March  27, 1841.  To 
M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  William  S.  Murphy  and  Hud- 
son M.  Garland,  esqrs. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  the  desire  of  the  president  to 
be  fully  acquainted  with  the  state  of  progress  in 
which  the  public  woiks  in  this  city  now  are,  and 
with  the  degree  of  skill,  fidelity  and  economy  with 
which  those  works  are  carried  on. 

For  this  purpose  he  has  appointed  you  a com- 
mission of  examination  and  inquiry,  and  he  wishes 
you  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  following  points: 

1.  What  is  the  number  of  persons  employed  on 
the  public  buildings  now  in  progress  in  the  city, 
exclusive  of  laborers?  This  is  the  more  necessary 
as  many  of  these  persons  hold  offices  not  created  by 
i specific  provisions  of  law. 


2.  What  is  the  respective  duty  of  each  of  these 
persons? 

3.  What  prices  are  paid  to  them  for  their  servi- 
ces; and  whether,  in  any  case,  the  compensation  is 
unreasonably  large? 

4.  Whether  there  has  been,  or  is,  any  just  ground 
of  complaint  against  those  persons,  or  any  of  them, 
either  in  regard  to  their  own  diligence  and  skill,  or 
in  regard  to  their  treatment  of  laborers  employed  by 
them? 

If  you  have  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any  one 
has  been  guilty  of  misconduct,  you  will  state  the 
charge  to  him  and  give  him  an  opportunity  to  an- 
swer it;  and  will  report  no  evidence  of  which  the 
party  shall  not  have  had  notice. 

You  will  inquire  into  no  man’s  political  opinions 
or  preferences;  but,  if  it  be  alledged  that  any  per- 
son, having  the  power  of  employing  and  dismissing 
laborers,  has  used  that  power,  either  in  employing 
or  dismissing,  with  any  reference  to  the  political 
opinions  of  those  who  may  have  been  employed  or 
dismissed,  or  for  any  political  or  party  object  what- 
ever, or  in  any  other  way  violated  his  duty  forpar- 
ty  or  election  purposes,  you  will  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  such  suggestion;  and  if  you  find  reason  to 
think  it  well-founded,  in  any  case  you  will  state 
the  particular  facts  and  circumstances  on  which 
your  opinion  is  formed. 

It  is  not  intended  that  this  commission  shall  be 
of  long  continuance,  nor  be  attended  with  any  con- 
siderable expense.  You  will  use  as  much  despatch, 
therefore,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  allow,  and 
make  report  to  this  department.  A reasonable  sum 
will  be  allowed  to  you  for  your  time  and  sei  vice  out 
of  the  appropriate  fund. 

By  the  president’s  order: 

Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of  state. 

Treasury  circular.  In  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tions from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  follow- 
ing circular  has  been  forwarded  to  all  the  disburs- 
ing officers  and  agents  of  the  war,  navy  and  Indian 
departments,  whose  accounts  are  subject  to  the  re- 
vision of  the  second  comptroller. 

Circular.  Treasury  department,  second  comptrol- 
ler’s office,  March  22,  1841. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  requested  to  render  your 
account  of  disbursements  for  the  current  quarter  as 
soon  alter  its  close  as  practicable,  and  in  so  doing 
you  will  present  with  and  refer  to  in  your  account 
current  two  abstracts,  one  referring  to  vouchers  for 
payments  made  for  demands  which  accrued  prior  to 
the  4th  instant,  the  other  tothose  subsequent  there- 
to, unless  your  disbursements  since  that  day  have  not 
exceeded  in  amount  the  funds  then  on  hand.  Should 
that  be  the  fact,  your  account  may  be  rendered  as 
heretofore. 

You  will,  however,  in  all  cases,  report  the 
amount  of  funds  in  your  hands  on  the  4th  instant. 

Subsequent  quarterly  accounts  are  to  be  render- 
ed as  required  above,  should  they  embrace  pay- 
ments lor  demands  which  accrued  prior  to  the  4th 
inst-  By  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury: 
Albion  K.  Parris,  comptroller 

The  ex-president.  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been 
received  in  New  York,  in  the  warmest  and  most 
cordial  manner.  The  N.  York  Evening  Po3t  says: 
Though  the  day  was  unpropitious,  the  rain  falling 
in  torrents  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  nothing 
could  have  exceeded  the  animation  of  the  occasion. 
Not  since  the  famous  visit  of  gen.  Jackson  in  1833, 
have  the  people  turned  out  in  greater  numbers  or 
testified  with  more  sincere  and  unequivocal  expres- 
sion their  approbation  of  the  services,  and  (heir  es- 
teem of  the  virtues,  of  a public  servant. 

When  he  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  the  air  was  rpnt 
with  the  shouts  ol  the  multitude  who  thronged  to 
see  him,  and  so  great  was  the  press  of  people,  and 
so  eager  the  desire  of  bis  friends  to  pay  their  respects 
to  the  distinguished  statesman  who  had  sustained 
their  principles,  under  all  circumstances,  with  a 
manly  zeal  and  honesty,  that  it  was  difficult  a way 
was  made  for  him  to  the  coach  designed  to  carry  him 
in  the  procession. 

The  crowd  pressed  round  the  carrige,  and  hung 
upon  its  steps  and  wheels.  Nothing  less  than  a hearty 
shake  of  the  hand,  or  a personal  recognition,  seemed 
to  satisfy  their  ardent  wish  to  manifest  their 
unriiminished  attachment  to  their  intrepid  leader, 
who  had  been  so  true  to  his  and  their  convictions, 
during  the  great  political  struggles  of  the  last  twelve 
years,  and  their  unwavering  confidence  in  his  pa- 
triotism, fidelity  and  talent. 

The  procession,  which  was  headed  by  captain 
Brown’s  corps  of  lancers,  beautifully  dressed  and 
equipped,  and  a numerous  body  of  armed  firemen, 
under  the  command  of  capt.  Follen,  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Broadway.  But  here  the  street  was  so 
completely  filled  by  the  throngs  of  people,  that  the 
progress  of  the  line  towards  the  cily  hail  was  almost 
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obstructed.  The  entire  space  of  the  vast  thorough 
fare  seemed  covered  with  carriages  and  men,  while 
the  public  buildings,  dwelling  houses  and  stores  on 
each  side,  from  every  balcony,  window  and  door, 
were  animated  by  a living  mass  of  human  heads. 
The  waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  hats,  and  the  pro- 
longed and  deafening  cheers  greeted  the  procession 
wherever  it  passed. 

Mr.  Webster  and  slavery.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected (say  the  Boston  Transcript)  that  on  the  day 
Mr.  Webster  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  furiously  assailed  by  Mr. 
Cuthbert,  of  Georgia,  who  took  advantage  of  Mr. 
Webster’s  not  being  able  to  reply,  and  charged  him 
with  being  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  south; 
in  other  words,  charged  with  being  an  abolitionist, 
and  favoring  the  views  and  principles  of  the  aboli- 
tionists. Mr.  Cuthbert  has  also,  since,  made  a 
second  attack  upon  him;  in  both  cases  he  was  ably 
and  eloquently  defended  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Preston 
and  others.  As  Mr.  Webster  now  occupies  the 
highest  post  under  the  gift  of  the  president,  it  will 
not  be  uninteresting  to  know  what  his  principles  in 
relation  to  the  slave  question  are;  and  to  show  what 
grounds  Mr.  Cuthbert  had  for  attacking  him,  we 
copy  (he  following  letter  which  he  addressed  to  the 
hon.  Mr.  Bolton,  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  one  re- 
questing his  opinion  uporfthis  exciting  subject: 
New  York , May  17th,  1833. 
My  dear  sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  last 
evening,  requesting  me  to  state  my  opinion  of  the 
powers  of  congress  on  the  subject  of  slaves  and 
slavery;  and  of  the  existence  of  any  wish  or  design, 
on  the  part  of  the  northern  men,  to  interfere  with 
the  security  or  regulation  of  that  species  of  pro- 
perty. 

My  sentiments  on  this  subject,  my  dear  sir,  have 
been  often  publicly  expressed;  but  I can  have  no 
objection  to  repeat  the  declaration  of  them,  if  it  be 
thought  by  you  that  such  a declaration  might,  in 
the  smallest  degree,  aid  the  friends  of  union  and  the 
constitution  in  the  south  in  dispelling  prejudices 
which  are  so  industriously  fostered,  and  in  quieting 
agitations  so  unnecessarily  kept  alive. 

In  my  opinion,  the  domestic  slavery  o(  the  south- 
ern states  is  a subject  within  the  exclusive  control 
of  the  states  themselves;  and,  this,  I am  sure,  is  the 
opinion  of  I lie  whole  north.  Congress  has  no  au- 
thority to  interfere  in  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  or 
in  the  treatment  of  them  in  any  of  the  states.  This 
was  so  resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
when  congress  sat  in  this  city  in  1790;  in  the  re- 
port of  a committee  consisting  almost  entirely  of 
northern  members;  and  I do  not  know  an  instance 
of  the  expression  of  a different  opinion,  in  either 
house  of  congress,  since.  I cannot  say  that  parti- 
lar  individuals  might  not  possibly  be  found,  who 
suppose  that  congress  may  posses  some  power  over 
the  subject,  but  I do  not  know  any  such  persons, 
and  if  there  be  any,  lam  sure  they  are  few.  The 
servitude  of  so  great  a portion  of  the  population  of 
the  south  is  undoubtedly  regarded  at  the  north  as  a 
great  evil,  moral  and  political;  and  the  discussions 
upon  it,  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  the  le- 
islatures  of  several  of  the  slaveholding  states,  have 
een  read  with  very  deep  interest.  But  it  is  re- 
garded, nevertheless,  as  an  evil,  the  remedy  for 
which  lies  with  those  legislatures  themselves,  to  be 
provided  and  applied  according  to  their  own  sense 
of  policy  and  duty.  The  imputations  which  you 
say,  and  say  truly,  are  constantly  made  against  the 
north,  are,  in  iny  opinion,  entirely  desti'ute  of  any 
just  foundation.  I have  endeavored  to  repel  them, 
60  far  as  has  been  in  my  power,  on  all  proper  occa- 
sions; and  for  a fuller  expression  of  my  own  opi- 
nions, both  on  the  power  of  congress,  and  on  the 
groundless  charges  against  northern  men,  I beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  my  remarks  in  the  debate  on 
Mr.  Fooc’s  resolution  in  1830.  1 am,  my  dear  sir, 

with  much  true  regard,  your  obedident  servant, 
Daniel  Webster 

To  John.  Bollon,  esq. 

United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The 
Madisonian  states  that  the  despatches  received  by 
our  government,  by  the  Caledonia,  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, are  of  entirely  a pacilic  character,  and  although 
there  had  been  some  excitement  in  England  on  ac- 
count of  the  arrest  of  McLeod,  yet  the  public  mind 
was  becoming  more  quiet. 

Treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Portugal.  The  following  remarks  from  a London 
paper  refer  to  the  commercial  treaty  recently  made 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal.  The 
principle  of  reciprocity  is  one  which  our  govern- 
ment long  since  recognised,  allhough  of  late  years 
it  has  been  overlooked  to  our  great  disadvantage. 

• l,The  ratification  of  a treaty  of  reciprocity  be- 
tween Portugal  and  the  United  States,  imposes  on 


the  British  government  the  necessity  of  strongly 
urging  on  the  constitutional  advisers  of  queen  Ma- 
ria the  conclusion  of  a commercial  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, on  principles  equally  liberal.  The  treaty  just 
ratified  will  give  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  Portugal,  advantages  over  that  of  every 
other  nation.  By  it  the  admission  into  Portuguese 
ports  of  American  shipping  is  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  Portuguese,  the  discriminating  duties 
being  revoked,  and  the  Portuguese  colonies  are 
thrown  open  to  United  States’  commerce.  The  re- 
public in  return  abolishes  the  discriminative  duties 
on  Portuguese  produce. 

One  effect  of  this  treaty  may  be  seriously  felt  in 
parts  of  the  British  North  American  colonies.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  already  deeply  in- 
jured the  prosperity  of  Newfoundland,  by  almost 
driving  the  British  colonists  out  of  their  own  fish- 
ing waters.  Now,  unless  British  vessels  in  Portu- 
guese ports  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  United 
States’  vessels,  this  treaty  will  give  to  the  latter 
country  a monopoly  in  supplying  Portugal  with  salt 
fish,  and  thus  afford  to  the  encroaching  fishermen  of 
the  republic  the  strongest  motive  for  completing 
their  conquest  of  the  British  fishing  waters.  In 
coarse  and  heavy  articles  of  cotton  manufacture, 
known  as  domestics,  the  treaty  will  also  give  to  the 
Americans  a superiority  in  the  Portuguese  market.” 

trade  and  commerce. 

Trade  between  England  and  the  United  Slates. 
The  following  resolutions,  passed  unanimously  by 
the  American  chamber  of  commerce  in  Liverpool, 
relate  to  a subject  of  great  interest.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  apprehension  of  increased  duties  in  this 
country  on  British  manufactures  is  one  of  the  rea- 
sons urged  for  a reduction  of  British  imposts  upon 
our  important  staples.  We  take  the  resolutions 
from  the  Liverpool  Mail  of  the  4th  ult. 

At  a general  meeting  of  the  American  chamber 
of  commerce,  held  on  the  2d  March,  1841,  Nicholas 
Roskell,  esq.  president,  &c.  &c.  &c.  the  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  on  the  subject 
of  the  duties  on  imports: 

First — Resolved,  That  the  evidence  taken  before 
a committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  during  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  which  was  appointed  “to 
inquiie  into  the  several  duties  levied  on  imports 
into  the  United  Kingdom,”  has  clearly  established 
the  necessity  of  a thorough  revision  of  the  whole  of 
the  present  system  of  custom  duties,  with  a view  to 
the  removal  of  injurious  restrictions,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  imposts  which  bear  most  grievously  on  the 
industry  and  success  of  the  community,  this  cham- 
ber being  convinced  that  such  reduction,  judicious- 
ly applied,  would  materially  improve  rather  than 
diminish  the  revenue. 

Secondly — That  this  chamber,  being  composed  of 
members  deeply  interested  in  furthering  the  com- 
mercial relations  between  this  country  and  the  U. 
Stales  of  America,  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  ex- 
press their  thorough  conviction,  that,  unless  some 
important  modification  of  the  existing  duties  takes 
place  in  respect  to  flour,  rice,  timber,  tobacco,  cot- 
ton and  other  articles,  the  growth  of  that  country, 
changes  in  the  tariff’of  the  United  States  will  be  in- 
troduced, in  the  course  of  this  year,  highly  injurious 
to  the  British  interests,  and  especially  detrimental 
to  its  principal  manufactures. 

Thirdly — That  the  impolicy  of  taxing  raw  mate- 
rials introduced  into  a country  so  dependent  on  its 
manufacturing  prosperity  is  sufficiently  demonstrat- 
ed to  induce  the  removal  or  lessening  of  the  duty 
on  cotton.  That  the  enormous  extent  of  the  de- 
moralising practice  of  smuggling  in  tobacco,  and 
the  certainty  that  lowering  the  duty  would  lead  to 
such  increase  of  consumption  as  to  more  than  com- 
pensate for  any  apprehended  loss  to  the  revenue, 
are  convincing  arguments  in  favor  of  such  reduc- 
tion. That  sound  policy  calls  for  the  admission  of 
American  grain,  flour  and  rice,  at  a moderate  fixed 
duty.  And  that  the  practical  exclusion  of  Ameri- 
can timber  operates  most  injuriously  on  the  British 
shipping  interest,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  com- 
munity at  large.  (Signed) 

N.  ROSKELL,  president. 

Our  trade  with  France.  In  1830,  says  the  Balti- 
more Sun,  our  exports  to  France  amounted  to 
$ IS, 336, 854.  The  principal  article  which  we  send 
to  France  is  cotton.  Of  the  aggregate  exports  just 
named,  $13,323,142,  was  in  cotton,  $S10,036  in 
tobacco,  and  $320,311  in  rice.  Our  imports  from 
France,  during  the  same  year,  reached  the  sum  of 
$32,531,321,  of  which  $15,099,478  were  in  silks, 
$1,376,976  in  wines;  worsted  and  worsted  stuff 
goods,  $1,500,000;  linen,  $500,000;  and  manufac- 
tured cotton  goods,  less  than  one  million  of  dollars. 
This  statement,  which  we  believe  to  be  authentic, 
shows  an  excess  of  imports  over  exports  of 
$14,194,467  for  the  year  above  named.  In  a com- 
parison of  the  imports  from  France,  of  1839,  with 


those  of  the  previous  year,  it  appears  that  they 
were  nearly  doubled — the  difference  in  silks  alone 
being  nearly  $10,000,000  in  1839,  over  the  import 
of  1838;  while  the  increase  of  exports,  during  the 
same  period,  was  only  $2,414,449.  The  only  fa- 
vorable view  to  be  taken  of  this  excess  of  imports 
over  exports,  is  in  the  fact  that  the  trade  with 
France  is  carried  on  principally  in  American  bot- 
toms. Of  the  imports  in  1839,  $30,411,027  were 
in  ourown  vessels;  and  ofthe  exports,  $18,336,854. 

Duties  upon  articles  of  luxury.  One  of  the 
first  duties  of  the  new  congress  at  its  extra  session 
will  be  to  establish  a moderate  tariff  of  duties  upon 
articles  of  luxury  and  upon  other  articles  now  ad- 
mitted duty  free.  The  necessities  of  the  treasury 
require  this. 

The  amount  of  the  government  debt  now  exist- 
ing is  not  fully  known.  It  consists  of  treasury  notes 
outstanding,  interest  accruing  on  them,  debts  ofthe 
District  cities  assumed  by  the  government,  sums 
payable  to  Indian  tribes,  deficiencies  in  the  navy 
pension  fund,  deferred  claims  growing  out  of  the 
Floiida  war,  the  fourth  instalment  under  the  de- 
posite  act  of  1836  claimed  by  the  states,  and  other 
claims,  estimated  to  amount  in  the  total  aggregate 
to  a sum  between  thirty  and  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Bernard,  of  New  York,  in  his  able  speech 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  estimated  the  whole 
amount  of  government  indebtedness  and  liabilities, 
on  account  of  past  transactions,  at  about  thirty-six 
millions  on  the  first  of  January,  1841. 

If  no  debt  existed  on  account  of  past  transactions, 
there  would  yet  be  a necessity  for  an  increase  of 
revenue  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment and  to  provide  the  means  of  national  defence 
adequate  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country. 
The  system  of  decreasing  duties  established  by  the 
compromise  act  is  now  operating  to  lessen  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  while  the  growing  responsibilities  of 
the  government  demand  an  enlargement  of  sup- 
plies. 

It  appears  from  statements  exhibiting  the  im- 
portations of  1840  that  there  were  imported  into 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 

1840,  silks,  laces,  worsted  stuff  goods,  linens  and 
various  miscellaneous  articles,  all  free  of  duly,  to 
the  amount  of  $24,596,234. 

For  the  same  year  tea  and  coffee  were  imported, 
free  of  duty,  to  the  amount  of  $12,948,633. 

Wines  bearing  low  duties,  none  higher  than  12$ 
cenls  per  gallon,  and  the  wines  of  France  only  from 
one  and  a half  to  two  and  a half  cents  per  gallon, 
were  imported  to  the  value  of  $2,207,862.  At  the 
existing  rates  of  duties  the  wines  imported  in  1840 
yielded  revenue  to  the  amount  of  $196,065  81;  at 
the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  nearly  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  would  have  accrued,  without  including 
the  wines  of  France,  which,  by  treaty  with  that  na- 
tion, cannot  be  taxed  above  present  rates  until  July, 

1841.  The  largest  importations  of  wines  from  any 
country  into  the  United  States  are  from  France. 

All  articles  here  referred  to,  amounting  for  one 
year’s  importation  to  more  than  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  are  entirely  free  of  duty  except  wines,  upon 
which  the  duties  are  slight.  What  other  articles 
there  are  bearing  a less  duty  than  20  per  cent,  we 
have  not  How  at  hand  the  means  of  ascertaining. 

Upon  the  policy  of  laying  a twenty  per  cent,  du- 
ty on  articles  now  free,  and  of  increasing  the  du- 
ties upon  commodities  now  admitted  at  less  than 
twenty  per  cent,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  room 
for  a difference  of  opinion.  There  is  no  denying 
that  an  increase  of  revenue  is  necessary,  and  it  is 
equally  plain  that  direct  taxation  should  not  be  re- 
sorted to  w'hen  the  requisite  amount  may  be  raised 
without  difficulty  from  impost  duties',  which  falling 
upon  articles  of  luxury,  will  be  paid  mostly  by  the 
wealthiest  poition  ofthe  community.  Nor  will  the 
duties  be  so  high  as  to  cause  oppression  to  any  class. 

The  following  passage  from  a report  of  the  late 
secretary  ofthe  treasury,  Mr.  Woodbury,  submitted 
to  the  house  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  that 
body,  and  which  we  believe  is  the  last  official  com- 
munication of  that  officer  to  congress,  expresses 
views  which  will  commend  themselves  to  the  con. 
sideration  of  all  parties; 

“In  raising  the  sum  needed,  if  it  does  not  become 
necessary  to  subject  all  free  articles  to  a duty,  or  to 
one  as  high  as  twenty  per  cent,  and  as  a discrimi- 
nation can  therefore  be  indulged  within  the  restric- 
tions of  the  compromise  act,  it  is  doubtless  a sound 
axiom  to  select  for  highest  taxation  articles  of  lux- 
ury, rather  than  of  necessity.  Under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  also  not  only  competent,  but  ex- 
pedient to  select  such  of  the  former  as  compete 
most  with  similar  articles  of  American  growth  or 
manufacture,  though  not  to  raise  the  duty  on  them 
above  the  limitation  of  twenty  per  cent.  And  ano- 
ther  discrimination,  sometimes  useful,  might  be  to 
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select  those  articles,  in  certain  cases, for  an  increas- 
ed impost,  not  usually  exceeding  the  same  limita- 
tion, which  may  be  proper  for  countervailing  inju- 
rious imports,  placed  on  our  own  productions  by 
any  foreign  power.  The  broad  and  well  settled 
ground  on  which  these  distinctions  rest,  cannot  re- 
quire on  this  occasion  much  detailed  illustration. — 
For  the  luxuries  oflife  are  enjoyed  by  the  few,  ra- 
ther than  the  many — the  rich  instead  of  the  poor — 
aud  their  use  tends  rather  to  effeminacy  and  plea- 
sure, than  to  what  invigorates  or  makes  useful. 

The  last  congress  adjourned  without  legislating 
on  this  important  subject.  That  omission  consti- 
tutes one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  the  call  of  an  ex- 
tra session.  The  country  will  expect  from  those 
now  in  power  a full  exhibit  of  the  real  state  of  the 
national  finances  at  the  meeting  of  congress,  and  a 
well  digested  system  to  provide  for  the  exigencies 
that  all  acknowledge  to  exist.  [ Ball . Amer. 

Discharge  of  troops.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer says:  “We  learn  that  instructions  have  been 
promptly  despatched  (on  the  11th  ultimo),  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  to  discharge  the  brigade  of  Flori- 
da militia,  (‘sedentary,’)  under  gen.  Read,  autho- 
rised to  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States 
during  the  past  summer.  We  are  somewhat  curi- 
ous to  learn  what  this  force  will  have  cost  the  coun- 
try; and  whether  it  is  likely  that  the  services  of 
such  a ‘sedentary’  mounted,  corps  have  been  com- 
mensurate with  the  enormous  expense  for  its  main- 
tenance.” 

Indian  troubles.  The  St.  Louis  papers  of  the 
18th  ult.  contained  a letter  from  Fort  Leavenworth, 
giving  an  account  of  a most  cowardly  and  bloody 
massacre  committed  by  some  Kanzas  upon  some 
Pawnees.  The  Kanzas,  65  in  number,  took  advan- 
tage of  the  absence  of  the  Pawnee  warriors  from 
their  encampment,  and  massacred  all  but  eleven  of 
the  women  and  children  found  in  it.  One  woman 
sold  her  life  dearly.  She  sprang  upon  one  of  the 
Kanzas  warriors,  like  a tigress — clutched  his  throat 
and  would  have  strangled  him,  if  her  arras  had  not 
been  hewn  from  her  body.  The  Pawnee  prisoners 
were  arrested  by  a detachment  from  the  American 
force  stationed  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  had  been 
brought  into  Bellevieu, 

ARMY. 

General  Scott,  attended  by  captain  Anderson,  ar- 
rived at  Rochester  on  last  Monday  evening,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  set  off' for  the  Niagara  frontier. — 
Although  recovered  from  its  painful  effects,  the 
general  bore  upon  his  face  the  tokens  of  his  severe 
fall  upon  the  ice  at  Albany.  [A.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

General  orders,  No.  18. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj'l  general's  office, 
Washington,  March  24,  1841. 

I. — Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  thesenate,  since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  official  register  in  Jan.  1841. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieut.  Seth  B.  Thornton,  to  be  captain  1st 
February,  1841,  vice  Macomb,  resigned. 

First  lieut.  Chas  A.  May,  to  be  captain  2d  Feb 
1841,  vice  Bullock,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Ripley  A.  Arnold,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
1st  Feb.  1841,  vice  Thornton,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Z.  M.  P.  Inge,  to  be  1st  lieut.  2d 
Feb.  1841,  vice  May,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Wm.  Robertson,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
1st  Feb.  1841,  vice  Arnold,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Wm.  Steele,  to  be  2d  lieut.  2d 
Feb.  1841,  vice  Inge,  promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

First  lieut.  R.  D.  A.  Wade,  to  be  captain  26th 
December,  1840,  vice  Davidson,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  Henry  B.  Judd,  to  be  1st  lieutenant 
26th  December,  1840,  vice  Wade,  promoted. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieut.  Charles  H.  Lamed,  to  be  captain  25th 
Feb.  1841,  vice  Collins,  dismissed. 

Second  lieut.  Richard  H.  Graham,  to  be  captain 
25th  Feb.  1841,  vice  Larned,  promoted. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieut.  John  A.  Riell,  to  be  1st  lieut.  8th 
January,  1841,  vice  O’Brien,  deceased. 

Beyard  Clark,  of  New  York,  to  be  2d  lieut.  3d 
March,  1841,  vice  Riell,  promoted.  Company  F. 

Quartermaster’s  department. 

First  lieut.  Wm.  Wall,  of  the  3d  artillery,  to  be 
assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  captain, 
9th  January,  1841. 

Promotions  by  brevet. 

Lieut,  colonel  A.  C.  W.  Fanning,  of  the  4th  re- 
giment of  artillery,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet  31si 
December,  1835,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
in  the  battle  near  the  Withlachoochie,  under  gen. 
Clinch,  and  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Mellon,  Florida. 


Lieutenant  colonel  Wm.  S.  Harney,  of  the  2d  re- 
giment of  dragoons,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet  7th  De- 
cember, 1840,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
in  several  successive  engagements  with  the  hostile 
Indians  in  Florida. 

Captain  Gabriel  J.  Rains,  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry',  to  be  major  by  brevet  28th  April,  1840, 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  action 
with  the  Indians,  near  Fort  King,  Florida. 

First  lieut.  W.  K.  Hanson,  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  captain  by  brevet  3d  August,  1839, 
for  meritorious  conduct  and  gallantry  in  the  war  in 
Florida. 

Casualties — (7). 

Resignations — (4). — Captain  E.  D.  Bullock,  2d 
dragoons,  1st  Feb.  1841. 

Captain  Alex.  S.  Macomb,  2d  dragoons,  31st 
Jan.  1841. 

Captain  B.  A.  Terrett,  as  ass’t.  qr.  master,  8th 
Jan.  1841. 

Second  lieut.  R.  I.  Powell, 2d  infantry,  12th  Jan. 
1841. 

Deaths  (2).  Captain  W.  B.  Davidson,  3d  artil- 
lery, at  Indian  Key,  Florida,  25th  Dec.  1840. 

First  lieut.  Lucius  O’Brien,  8th  infantry,  at  Fort 
Brooke,  Florida,  7th  January,  1841. 

Dismissed  (1 ).  Captain  R.  D.  C.  Collins,  4th 
infantry,  24th  Feb.  1841. 

The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  join 
their  proper  stations  and  companies  without  delay, 
and  those  on  detached  service,  or  acting  under  spe- 
cial orders  and  instructions,  will  report  by  letter  to 
their  respective  colonels.  By  orderof  Alexander 
Macomb,  major  general  commanding  in  chief. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

Memorandum. — Re-appointed. 

Callender  Irvine,  re-appointed  commissary  ge- 
neral of  purchases,  from  the  3d  March,  1841,  when 
his  former  commission  expired. 

Adam  B.  Stewart,  re-appointed  paymaster  in  the 
army,  from  the  14th  January,  1841,  when  his  for- 
mer commission  expired. 

Court  of  inquiry.  A court  of  inquiry,  lieut.  col. 
Riley,  president,  convened  at  Fort  Micanopy,  E.  F. 
on  the  15th  of  February,  1341,  at  the  request  of 
lieut.  N.  Hopson,  7th  infantry,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  his  conduct  as  connected  with  the  at- 
tack on  the  party  commanded  by  the  late  lieutenant 
Sherwood,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1840. 

The  court,  after  duly  examining  all  the  testimony 
offered  in  the  case,  pronounced  the  following  opi- 
nion thereon: 

“The  court  after  a mature  deliberation  of  the  tes- 
timony adduced,  is  of  the  opinion  that  no  censure 
or  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  the  conduct  of  lieut. 
Hopson  as  connected  with  the  attack  by  the  Indians 
on  the  party  commanded  by  the  late  lieut.  Sher- 
wood, on  the  28th  ol  December,  1840,  except  ne- 
glecting to  report  the  circumstances  of  the  affair  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  this  post,  when  ordered 
here  for  assistance;  but  from  his  finding  on  his  ar- 
rival here,  that  the  troops  were  parading,  prepara- 
tory to  marching  to  the  assistance  of  lieut.  Sher- 
wood, the  court  believes  that  ttie  necessity  of  re- 
porting to  the  commanding  officer  did  not  occur  to 
lieut.  Hopson.” 

THE  NAVY. 

Pensacola.  We  learn  by  the  Gazette,  that  the 
French  corvette  Sabine,  commanded  by  M.  Cosmac 
Dumandiz,  arrived  there  on  the  4th  instant  from 
Havana. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian,  bearing  the  broad 
pennant  of  commodore  Wilkinson,  and  sloop  of  war 
Levant,  captain  Filzhue,  sailed  thence  on  the  1st 
instant,  on  a cruise. 

There  was  no  ships  of  war  left  in  the  port  of  Pen- 
sacola. [A.  O.  Bulletin. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Warren  was  at  Santa  Martha  on 
the  15th  February,  all  well. 

The  Rio  correspondent  of  the  Exchange,  under 
date  of  the  4th  February,  says:— Iri  port  U.  S.  ship 
Potomac,  capt.  Storer,  bearing  the  broad  penant  of 
com.  Ridgely;  Constellation,  bearing  the  board  pen- 
nant of  com.  Kearney;  Boston,  capt.  Long;  Decatur, 
capt.  Ogden;  Marion,  capt.  Belt,  and  U.  S.  schooner 
Enterprize,  capt.  Goldsborough.  The  U.  S.  ships 
Yoi  ktown,  Dali  and  Relief,  sailed  for  their  separate 
destinations  on  the  5th  instant. 

Superiority  of  English  shipsof  war  to  American. — 
The  officers  ot  the  United  States  ship  Decatur,  and 
the  British  brig  of  war  Grecian,  recently  exchanged 
visits  in  Rio  Janeiro.  These  vessels  are  of  the 
same  size,  the  Decatur  mounting  fourteen  thirty- 
two  pound  carronades,  and  two  long  eighteens;  the 
Grecian,  mounting  ten  thirty-two  pound  carronades, 
four  Paixham’s  guns,  to  throw  horizontal  shells,  and 
two  iong  eighteens.  Commodore  Ridgely  acknow- 
ledged the  Grecian  to  be  superior  to  ttie  Decatur, 
in  every  particular;  she  having  more  than  ample 
room  for  the  berthing  of  her  men,  greater  height, 


and  more  beam  between  decks;  and  in  every  way 
more  commodious;  together  with  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  sail  round  the  Decatur  at  least  once 
(n  every  tw7o  miles  distance.  It  will  be  recollected 
the  Decatur  is  one  of  the  new  experiment  sloops, 
and  would  have  been  of  the  same  armament  of  the 
Grecian,  except  for  the  general  adoption  of  the 
bomb-cannon  in  the  British  navy:  w hich,  shame  to 
our  government,  is  not  more  in  use  in  our  ow  n. — 
The  Grecian  is  one  of  the  models  of  Symonds,  and 
has  become  a terror  to  slavers  on  the  coast. 

Our  naval  defences.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  cites 
from  a report  of  the  board  of  army  officers  the  follow- 
ing instances,  showing  the  great  advantage  which 
guns  on  land,  even  within  slight  entrenchments, 
have  over  guns  afloat,  whether  in  ships  of  war  or 
on  floating  batteries: 

Gibraltar  in  17S2  is  cited  as  an  eminent  instance 
of  the  inefficiency  of  floating  batterier,  comprehend- 
ing ships  under  this  term;  also,  Algesiras  in  1S0I; 
and  it  is  thus  attempted  to  be  proved  that  guns  on 
shore  are  superior  to  guns  afloat. 

In  the  attack  on  Algesiras,  although  the  disparity 
was  greatly  in  favor  of  the  assaulting  fleet,  that  a 
few  guns  in  battery  on  shore,  well  located,  and  well 
managed,  repulsed  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and  caused  it 
a total  failure. 

The  attack  on  Fort  Moultrie,  during  our  revolu- 
tionary war,  is  also  cited,  where  thirty  guns  behind 
a palmetto  rampart  defeated  vessels  carrying  more 
than  two  hundred  and  filly  guns. 

Lord  Nelson’s  famous  attack  on  Copenhagen, 
which  has  been  quoted  as  furnishing  striking  and 
conspicuous  proof  of  the  superiority  of  a fleet  in 
operating  against  a strongly  fortified  place,  is  re- 
viewed, and  it  is  maintained  that  the  contest  up  to 
the  time  when  lord  Nelson  proposed  the  parley,  was 
between  vessels  and  vessels,  the  struggle  being  al- 
together naval,  and  the  victory  being  over  the 
floating  force,  and  that  the  balteries  were  unable 
to  interfere  from  remoteness  or  relative  position, 
the  Dutch  fleet  being  between  the  most  important  of 
them,  and  the  enemy  until  almost  the  last  hour  of 
combat,  and  that  it  therefore  furnishes  no  argument 
either  way. 

Lord  Exmouth’s  attack  on  Algiers  is  also  review- 
ed. The  English  and  Dutch  fleets  mounted  about 
one  thousand  guns,  and  there  W'as  only  a little  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  guns  on  shore,  and  the  whole 
of  them  could  not  be  brought  to  operate  in  the  ac- 
tion. The  loss  of  killed  and  wounded  by  the  com- 
bined forces  amounted  to  nearly  nine  hundred;  and 
it  is  contended  that  if  the  Algerine  battery  had  been 
afloat,  it  would  have  been  silenced  by  the  assailing 
fleet,  with  slight  loss  and  with  very  little  effort  on 
their  part;  and  as  evidence  of  the  greater  power  of 
annoyance  by  guns  on  shore,  the  opinion  is  express- 
ed by  this  intelligent  board,  that,  had  the  guns  on 
shore  been  skilfully,  opportunely’  and  perseveringly 
managed,  lord  Exmouth  would  have  failed  in  dicta- 
ting terms  to  the  dey  of  Algeirs. 

The  board  cite,  as  further  evidence  of  the  greater 
power  of  annoyance  of  guns  on  shore  than  in  guns 
afloat,  the  account  given  by  the  British  military  wri- 
ters of  the  attack  made  by  sir  Sidney  Smith  with  an 
eighty  gun  ship  and  two  frigates  by  firing  successive 
broadsides  at  a two  gun  battery  on  cape  Licosa  un- 
til his  ammunition  was  nearly  expended;  and  the  re- 
turn fiie  being  unabated  and  destructive,  he  had  to 
land  with  a party;  and  when  the  commanding  officer 
capitulated,  it  appeared  that  one  of  his  two  guns 
had  been  dismounted  for  some  time.  Another  case 
is  cited,  when  a single  heavy  gun,  mounted  on  a 
martello  tower,  beat  off  one  or  two  British  ships. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

New  York  and  Virginia.  On  page  55  of  the 
Register  will  be  found  a statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case  up  to  Friday  evening.  The 
following  is  the  order  of  the  governor  declining  the 
surrender  and  the  subsequence  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  case. 

Executive  department,  March  15,  1841. 

A demand  from  the  governor  of  New  York,  for 
the  surrender  of  Robert  F.  Curry,  charged  with  the 
crime  of  forgery  under  the  laws  of  that  state,  was 
this  day  presented  by  John  D.  Dix,  the  accredited 
agent  of  the  excutive  of  New  York,  together  with  a 
duly  certified  copy  of  an  indictment  found  by  the 
grand  jury  of  Thompkins  county,  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  against  the  said  Curry;  and  it  being  stat- 
ed that  the  said  Curry  has  been  arrested,  and  is 
now  in  custody  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  com- 
monwealth: It  is  ordered,  that  the  demand  for  the 
said  Robert  F.  Curry,  is  in  proper  form  and  will  be 
complied  with  whenever  a similar  demand  for  the 
surrender  of  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and 
Isaac  Gansey,  heretofore  charged  with  felony  under 
the  law's  of  this  state,  shall  be  complied  with  by  the 
governor  or  other  authorities  of  the  state  of  New 
York. 
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It  is  furthered  ordered,  to  be  certified  to  the  go- 
vernor of  New  York,  that  measures  will  be  taken 
for  the  detention  of  the  said  Curry  for  six  months 
from  the  time  of  his  arrest,  a period  sufficient,  it  is 
hoped,  to  enable  the  authorities  of  that  state  to  de- 
termine whether  the  constitution  and  laws  under 
which  this  demand  is  made  are  of  as  binding  force 
on  the  state  of  New  York  as  in  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia. By  order  of  the  governor. 

VVTM.  H.  RICHARD,  secretary  of  the  com. 

Friday,  evening  session.  Mr.  May  submitted  the 
following  resolution: 

“ Whereas  it  appears  that  the  governor  of  New 
York  hath  demanded  of  the  governor  of  Virginia  a 
fugitive  from  justice,  legally  charged  with  crime  in 
that  state,  and  now  confined  in  this,  and  that  such 
demand  hath  been  made  in  conformity  with  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  but  that 
the  governor  of  this  state,  considering  that  the  go- 
vernor of  New  York  has  very  recently  refused  to 
comply  with  a similar  demand  upon  him  made  by 
this  state,  has  deemed  it  proper  to  decline  for  the 
present  to  surrender  the  said  fugitives;  and  while 
the  general  assembly  hath  full  confidence  that  the 
course  adopted  by  our  governor  hath  proceeded 
from  an  anxious  and  patriotic  desire  to  induce  the 
state  of  New  York  to  comply  with  her  constitu- 
tional obligations  to  this  state;  yet,  as  the  general 
assembly  hath  solemnly  protested  against  the  con- 
duct of  that  state  on  the  occasion  alludeded  to,  as  a 
palpable  violation  of  said  obligation,  and  has  main- 
tained and  still  maintains,  that  the  duty  of  the  exe- 
cutive of  each  state  to  surrender  fugitives  legally 
charged  with  crime,  when  properly  demanded  by 
any  other  state,  is  one  imperiously  enjoined  by  the 
constitution  and  laws: 

“ Resolved  therefore  by  the  general  assembly.  That 
in  its  opinion  any  fugitive  legally  charged  with 
crime,  and  demanded  by  the  governor  of  New  York 
according  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  surrendered,  notwithstanding  the 
refusal  of  the  governor  of  that  state  so  to  act  in  a 
similar  case.” 

After  some  discussion  Mr.  Holladay  moved  the 
following  as  a substitute: 

‘■‘Resolved  by  the  general  assembly.  That  in  their 
opinion  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of  New  York  to 
surrender  fugitives  from  justice  legally  charged  with 
crime,  and  demanded  by  the  governor  of  Virginia, 
according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  (though  a palpable  violation  of  that  instru 
ineut,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  Virginia),  does  not  suspend  or  release  the  con- 
stitutional obligation  to  make  such  surrender  in  case 
of  a similar  demand  by  the  governor  of  New  York 
on  the  governor  of  Virginia.” 

After  considerable  discussion  upon  these  resolu- 
tions, the  house  adjourned,  in  order  to  decide  coolly 
upon  the  affair  to-inoirow. 

Saturday,  March  20.  The  resolution  and  the 
amendment  which  was  under  consideration  when 
the  house  adjourned  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  .and 
Mr.  Holladay  having  withdrawn  his  amendment, 
Mr.  May  submitted  the  following  as  the  resolution 
to  the  preamble. 

“ Resolved , therefore,  by  the  general  assembly,  That 
in  its  opinion  the  said  fugitive,  if  legally  charged 
with  crime  committed  in  New  York,  and  demanded 
by  the  governor  of  that  state  according  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be 
surrendered,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  the  go- 
vernor of  New  York  so  to  act  in  a similar  case.” 

All  the  members  present  voted  for  this  resolution, 
except  Messrs.  Cropper,  Smith,  of  I.  W.  Worth- 
ington, Babney,  Tayloe,  of  King  George,  Smith,  of 
Gloucester  and  Mullen. 

Some  time  after  which,  the  speaker  submitted 
the  following  communication  from  the  governor: 
Executive  department,  March.  20,  1841. 

To  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia: 

1 have  received  and  most  respectfully  considered 
the  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  in  refe- 
rence to  an  order  of  this  department,  declining  for 
the  present  to  surrender  a fugitive  from  justice  on 
the  demand  of  the  governor  of  New  York.  While 
it  is  a source  of  unaffected  regret  to  me  that  any 
difference  of  opinion  should  exist  between  the  de- 
partments of  our  government  on  subjects  of  so 
much  delicacy  and  importance  as  those  involved  in 
the  present  unfortunate  relations  between  our  own 
state  and  the  state  of  New  York,  I am  anxious  to 
believe  that  the  agents  of  the  people  of  Virginia 
differ  only  as  to  the  means  of  protecting  rights 
which  are,  or  ought  to  be,  equally  dear  to  all. 
Though  the  duties  of  the  states,  with  regard  to  the 
surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice,  have  devolved, 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  union,  on  the 
executive  departments  of  their  governments,  and 
though,  in  the  language  of  our  state  constitution, 
“the  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary  depart- 
ments, shall  be  separate  and  distinct,  so  that  neither 


exercise  the  powers  properly  belonging  to  either  of 
the  others,”  still  the  opinion  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Virginia  is  entitled  to  the  utmost  respect  and 
consideration  by  the  executive,  because  the  execu- 
tive agents  are  here  appointed'by  the  legislature. 
Conceding  thus  much,  it  is  maintained  that,  with 
the  exceptions  recognised  in  our  constitution,  each 
department  of  our  government  is  reponsible  within 
the  sphere  of  its  powers  only  to  the  people. 

As  1 am  unable  to  concur  with  the  general  assem- 
bly in  their  opinion  as  to  the  duties  of  this  depart- 
ment on  the  present  occasion,  I may  be  excused,  I 
trust,  for  assigning  some  of  the  reasons  which  have 
seemed  to  me  to  indicate  the  course  of  executive 
action.  Before  1 had  the  honor  to  hold  my  present 
station,  a resolution  was  adopted  by  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Virginia  in  these  words: 

“That  the  course  pursued  by  the  executive  of 
New  York  (in  reference  to  a demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  three  fugitives  from  justice)  cannot  be 
acquiesced  in,  and,  if  sanctioned  by  that  state  and 
persisted  in,  it  will  become  the  solemn  duty  of  Vir- 
ginia to  adopt  the  most  decisive  and  efficient,  mea- 
sures for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  her  citi- 
zens, and  the  maintenance  of  rights  which  she  can- 
not, and  will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  sur- 
render or  abandon.” 

By  another  resolution  I was  requested  to  renew  a 
correspondence  with  the  governor  of  New  York  on 
the  subject  of  a demand  by  my  predecessor,  with 
which  the  governor  of  New  York  had  refused  to 
comply,  for  the  surrender  of  three  persons  charged 
with  having  feloniously  carried  away  a slave,  the 
property  of  a citizen  of  this  commonwealth.  I was 
further  requested  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  other 
sladeholding  states  to  the  subject,  and  to  invoke  their 
co-operation  in  redressing  the  wrongs  to  which  our 
state  was  exposed  by  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  New  York  to  surrender  these  fugitives 
from  justice.  The  correspondence  which  ensued 
with  the  governor  ol  New  York  and  with  the  slave- 
holding states,  and  its  results,  have  been  communi- 
cated to  the  general  assembly.  The  whole  agency 
of  this  department  in  connexion  with  this  contro- 
versy since  I have  been  charged  with  its  high  and 
honorable  trust,  has  consisted  in  executing  the  re- 
quest and  pursuing  the  line  of  policy  marked  out 
by  the  legislature. 

The  governor  of  New  York  has  persisted  in  that 
course  of  utter  and  wanton  disregard  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  constitution,  which  the  last  legislature 
declared  would  not  only  justify  but  demand  from 
this  state  the  most  decisive  and  efficient  measures  of 
defence.  While  the  governor  of  New  York  alone 
could  be  regarded  as  responsible  for  that  course, 
and  while  a hope  remained  that  it  would  be  repudi- 
ated by  his  stute,  1 urged  on  your  consideration  the 
most  pacific  and  conciliatory  measures.  But  when 
it  became  apparent  that  the  course  which  the  go- 
vernor of  New  York  had  thus  persisted  in  had  been, 
in  the  language  of  the  last  general  assembly,  “sanc- 
tioned” by  the  legislature  of  his  state  at  its  present 
session,  I concurred  in  the  conclusion  which  had 
been  anticipated  and  declared  by  our  own  legisla- 
ture, that  it  became  “the  solemn  duty  of  Virginia 
to  adopt  the  most  decisive  and  efficient  measures 
for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  her  citizens, 
and  the  maintenance  of  rights  which  could  not  and 
would  not,  under  any  circumstances  be  surrendered 
or  abandoned.” 

The  state  of  Virginia  had  been  committed  as  to 
her  course  in  this  controversy,  and  by  legislative 
authority,  before  I had  the  honor  to  be  connected 
with  the  executive  department.  Events  have  oc- 
curred which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, justified  them  in  denying  to  the  citizens  of 
New  York  rights  and  privileges  within  our  limits 
which  are  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  every  other 
state,  and  in  imposing  restrictions  on  the  citizens  of 
New  York  in  their  intercourse  with  Virginia  which 
are  imposed  on  the  citizens  of  no  other  state.  By 
an  act  of  very  recent  date  you  have  undertaken,  as 
one  of  the  co-ordinate  departments  of  this  govern- 
ment, to  interdict  the  commerce  and  intercourse  of 
citizens  of  New  York  with  this  state,  except  under 
severe  restrictions.  You  have  applied  these  terms 
indiscriminately  to  the  innocent  and  guilty,  and  pro- 
claimed that  every  citizen  of  New  York  should  be 
held  responsible  to  a certain  extent  for  the  refusal 
of  the  governor  of  that  state  to  surrender  fugitives 
from  justice  who  had  been  constitutionally  and  le- 
gally demanded.  The  act  of  the  present  session, 
“to  prevent  citizens  of  New  York  from  carrying 
slaves  out  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  persons  charged  with  the  commission 
of  any  crime,”  has  been  deemed,  on  your  part,  a 
measure  of  necessary  defence  or  precaution  war- 
ranted by  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of  New  York 
to  acknowledge  and  perform  his  constitutional  obli- 
gations to  this  state.  You  have  thereby  attempted 
to  control  the  action  of  the  legislative  department 


of  the  government  of  that  state.  Your  authority 
as  one  of  the  co-ordinale  departments  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  your  duty  to  protect  the  commonwealth 
by  all  legitimate  means,  has  not  been  questioned; 
and  unless  it  is  conceived  that  all  the  powers  and  all 
the  responsibilities  ol  our  state  governments  have 
been  entrusted  to  the  legislative  branch,  it  will  not 
be  denied  that  the  executive  also  has  duties  to  per- 
form and  responsibilities  to  meet  with  in  the  sphere 
of  its  powers,  and  that  these  may  be  employed  for 
the  public  safety  by  this  department,  with  as  much 
propriety  and  as  ample  discretion  as  those  with 
which  you  are  invested  can  be  employed  by  your- 
selves. The  act  of  congress  of  1793  requires  that 
a demand  for  fugitives  from  justice  shall  be  made 
on  the  governor  of  a state.  Our  own  constitution 
requires  the  governor  of  this  state  to  conduct  all 
intercourse  with  other  and  foreign  states.  The 
question  then  arises  whether  the  executive  of  this 
state,  in  its  intercourse  with  other  states,  has  any 
discretion  within  the  acknowledged  sphere  of  its 
duties,  or  whether  it  is  a mere  passive  instrument, 
bound  absolutely  and  unconditionally  to  regard  a 
mutual  and  reciprocal  contract,  the  total  disregard 
of  which,  on  the  part  of  another  state,  has  rendered 
such  extreme  measures  of  precaution  necessary  in 
your  own  estimation.  Are  the  citizens  of  New 
Yoik  more  culpable  than  their  governor,  or  has  the 
legislature  of  this  state  any  more  authority  to  reta- 
liate on  them  for  his  delinquencies  than  this  depart- 
ment has  to  require  that  he  shall  do  justice  before 
he  exact  it;  that  he  shall  obey  the  constitution  and 
laws  which  were  designed  to  regulate  our  inter- 
course, before  he  insists  on  their  fulfilment  by  this 
state?  The  federal  constitution  prescribes  certain 
plain  rules,  which  were  intended  to  apply  to  all  the 
states.  New  York  has  denied  that  these  rules  or 
remedies  are  applicable  to  Virginia,  and  yet  insists 
that  Virginia  shall  extend  them  to  her.  Her  de- 
mand is  made  on  the  executive  of  Virginia,  and  on 
this  department  devolves  the  responsibility  of  de- 
ciding whether  the  burdens  only  of  the  federal 
compact  as  to  this  question  are  to  be  borne  by  Vir- 
ginia, while  the  benefits  are  to  be  enjoyed  exclu- 
sively by  New  York.  The  constitutional  obliga- 
tions of  Virginia  have  not  been  denied.  It  has  been 
assumed,  however,  that  they  are  imposed  by  an  au- 
thority as  binding  on  New  York  as  on  Virginia; 
and  it  has  been  announced  that  they  will  be  com- 
plied with  on  our  part  when  they  are  acknowledg- 
ed on  hers.  Is  the  executive  department  of  Vir- 
ginia alone  to  “acquiesce”  where  the  legislature  of 
the  state  has  denounced  acquiescence  as  treason? 

The  federal  constitution  is  a compact  between 
states.  Each  of  these  states  has  rights  beyond  the 
control  of  that  constitution,  while  its  remedies  are 
designed  to  be,  and  must  of  necessity  be,  mutual  or 
unavailing.  If  the  obligations  of  the  constitution 
are  set  at  defiance  by  one  state  as  to  another,  the  in- 
jured state  must  either  submit  to  the  wrong,  appeal 
to  the  constitutional  arbiter,  or  seek,  by  its  own  in- 
herent power,  to  obtain  redress.  It  is  apprehended 
that  few  persons  will  be  found  in  Virginia  who  will 
advocate  submission  to  the  wrong  which  has  been 
perpetrated  on  this  state  by  the  governor  of  New 
York.  This  department  has  already  communicated 
to  the  general  assembly  its  views  as  to  the  powers 
ol  the  federal  government  in  reference  to  this  contro- 
versy, but  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  executive 
authority  to  appeal  to  that  government,  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  have  not  thought  proper 
to  do  so.  You  have  preferred  to  rely  on  the  re- 
sources within  the  reach  of  your  department;  you 
have  brought  those  resources  to  bear  on  the  whole 
state  of  New  York,  and  this  department  has  only 
suspended  its  compliance  with  a demand  of  the  go- 
vernor of  New  York,  acknowledging  its  validity, 
until  that  other  shall  think  proper  to  comply  with  a 
precisely  similar  demand  long  since  made  on  behalf 
of  Virginia. 

Are  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Virginia 
alone  to  complain  of  this?  The  governor  of  New 
York  cannot  complain,  because  he  is  informed  that 
the  rights  of  his  state  will  be  respected  when  he  re- 
spects those  of  Virginia.  The  people  of  New  York, 
to  whom  their  governor  is  responsible,  may  ask  him 
how  long  justice  shall  be  withheld  from  them,  since 
it  is  in  his  power  at  any  moment  to  entitle  them  to 
that  which  he  withholds  from  the  people  of  Virginia. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life,  the  demands  of  justice 
are  mutual — and  is  it  only  in  the  intercourse  of 
states  that  this  rule  is  to  be  disregarded?  If  the  ag- 
gression of  one  state  on  the  rights  of  another  are  not 
to  affect  the  claims  of  the  offending  state  in  precise- 
ly similar  cases,  when  they  are  preferred  in  the  fo- 
rum of  the  state  which  has  been  injured,  acquies- 
cence on  our  part  will  only  encourage  the  perpetra- 
tion of  wrong  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  others. 

I f the  instances  of  flagrant  disregard  of  constitution- 
al obligations  which  has  occurred  on  the  part  of  New 
York  does  not  affect  her  demands  on  Virginia,  it 
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may  be  inquired  how  often  the  offence  is  to  be  re- 
peated before  we  can  be  permitted  to  hesitate  in  our 
submission? 

It  is  not  the  fault  of  Virginia  that  our  relations 
with  New  York  have  been  subjected  to  these  em- 
barrassments. Every  expedient  has  been  resorted 
to,  in  vain,  by  different  departments  of  our  govern- 
ment to  avert  this  state  of  things.  The  state  of  New 
York  has  placed  herself  beyond  the  pale  of  (he  con- 
stitution, and  it  is  competent  for  her  executive  to  re- 
store the  relations  which  once  existed,  and  which 
we  desire  to  exist  again,  at  its  pleasure.  As  the 
chief  magistrate  of  Virginia,  I have  not  been  willing 
to  acknowledge  any  superiority  in  the  demands  of 
New  York  over  those  ot  this  state;  and,  while  I hold 
this  station,  no  demand  of  the  governor  of  New  York 
will  be  respected  until  it  is  conceded  that  Virginia 
is  entitled  to  at  least  an  equal  measure  of  justice  and 
respect  with  New  York.  It  would  have  been  tome 
a source  of  inexpressible  satisfaction  if,  in  this  view 
of  my  official  duty,  I had  been  sustained  by  the  le- 
gislature. I am  very  sensible  of  the  ill  consequences 
resulting  from  dissensions  in  the  councils  of  our  state 
on  such  subjects.  It  cannot  be  longer  disguised  that 
interests  are  involved  in  this  controversy  which  are 
never  in  danger  while  Virginians  are  united  in  their 
defence,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  are  exposed  to 
extreme  peril  by  our  divisions.  I may  hjave  formed 
an  erroneous  estimate  of  those  interests,  or  enter- 
tained mistaken  views  as  to  the  high  responsibilities 
of  my  station.  On  questions  of  such  moment,  1 am 
not  willing  to  obstruct  the  action  of  the  general  as- 
sembly by  my  individual  judgment.  It  is  now  ap- 
parent that,  whatever  of  force  the  position  of  this 
department  may  have  possessed,  has  been  impaired, 
if  not  destroyed.  The  general  assembly  have  done 
me  no  more  than  justice  in  believing  that  my  course 
has  been  prompted  by  proper  motives.  I shall  re- 
joice if  the  course  which  you  have  indicated  will  at- 
tain the  ends  which  we  mutually  desire;  and,  while 
my  own  conscientious  convictions  of  duty  to  the 
state  will  notallow  me  to  conform  the  action  of  this 
department  to  the  views  you  have  expressed,  I beg 
leave  to  resign  to  the  general  assembly,  as  I now  do 
most  respectfully,  the  office  of  governor  or  chief 
magistrate  of  Virginia,  in  order  to  afford  you  an  op- 
portunity of  selecting  an  individual  who  will  concur 
in  the  measure  which  you  have  recommended.  In 
thus  dissolving  the  official  ties  which  have  connect- 
ed us,  I cannot  forbear  to  express  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  through  them  to  the  people  of  Virginia, 
the  profound  sense  of  gratitude  which  I shall  always 
cherish  in  remembrance  of  the  unmerited  distinction 
which  their  confidence  bestowed  on  me.  I am  your 
fellow  citizen,  THOMAS  W.  GILMER. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  beginning  at  4 o’clock 
this  day,  Mr.  Crutchfield  submitted  the  following: 

“■Resolved,  That  the  message  of  the  governor  of 
this  commonwealth  of  this  day  be  respectfully  re- 
ferred to  that  officer,  and  that  he  is  hereby  informed 
of  the  wishes  of  the  present  general  assembly  that 
he  would  withdraw  so  much  thereof  as  embraces  the 
resignation  of  his  said  office.” 

After  considerable  debate,  Mr.  May  moved  the 
following: 

“That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  to  fix  the 
time  when  the  term  of  the  governor  of  this  state  shall 
commence — and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  session  of  the  house.” 

This  proposition  was  agreed  to  and  Messrs.  May, 
Goode,  Holladay,  Crutchfield,  Worthingtun,  Fulton 
and  Strother,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  May,  after  a short  time,  presented  a hill  fix- 
ing the  commencement  of  the  term  of  service  of 
the  governor  of  Virginia  from  the  1st  day  of  April. 

The  bill  was  immediately  taken  through  its  diffe- 
rent stages,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate.  In  a short 
time  a message  was  received  from  that  body  that  it 
had  passed  there  also. 

Mr.  May  thereupon  offered  a resolution  that  the 
legislature  proceed  on  the  22d  (Monday)  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a governor. 

Before  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution was  taken,  on  motion,  the  house  adjourned; 
Mr.  Crutchfield  having,  however,  first  obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  the  resolution  offered  by  him. 

Monday  having  been  previously  fixed  upon  as  the 
day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, a great  number  of  members  having  departed 
for  home  before  the  resignation  of  the  governor,  and 
a few  only  having  returned  in  consequence  of  hear- 
ing of  it,  the  proposition  to  go  into  the  election  of  a 
governor  with  so  thin  an  attendance  of  members, 
under  the  act  which  passed  on  Saturday,  gave  rise 
to  a debate  so  protracted  as  to  make  it  certain  that 
the  time  for  adjournment  would  arrive  without  com- 
ing to  a decision,  if  the  discussion  was  peisisted  in, 
and  the  state  be  thus  left  without  a governor,  either 
actual  or  acting.  Under  these  circumstances,  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table.  A bill  was  then  introduced  to 


repeal  the  act  passed  on  Saturday;  and  the  bill  was 
forthwith  passed  into  a law,  nem.  con.  and  the  two 
houses  adjourned  without  further  action  in  the  pre- 
mises. The  effect  of  this  proceeding  is,  as  we  un- 
derstand from  the  Enquirer,  that  “the  duties  of  the 
governor  will  now  devolve  upon  John  M.  Patton, 
esq.  until  the  31st  March  and  from  that  time  upon 
the  succeeding  senior  councillor,  col.  John  Ruther- 
ford, until  the  next  legislature  shall  pass  the  neces- 
sary law,  and  elect  a governor. 

[Nat.  Int.  March  25. 

We  understand  that  on  Monday  last,  after  the  du- 
ties of  governor  devolved  on  hirn  as  lieutenant  go- 
vernor Mr.  Patton  issued  his  warrant  for  the  surren- 
der of  Robert  F.  Curry,  the  fugitive  from  justice 
from  New  York;  in  compliance  with  the  demand 
made  by  the  governor  of  New  York.  He  had  pre- 
viously, in  his  capacity  of  councillor,  advised  the 
surrender  of  the  fugitive  when  the  subject  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  council  for  their  advice  by  gov.  Gilmer. 
His  own  sense  of  duty,  therefore,  required  of  him  to 
pursue  the  course  he  has  so  promptly  taken.  He 
has,  we  understand,  enclosed  the  warrant  to  gov. 
Seward  in  a brief  letter,  containing  a strong  and  de- 
cided remonstrance  against  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernor and  legislature  of  New  York  as  to  fugitives 
from  justice  and  fugitive  slaves,  with  an  earnest 
but  respectful  appeal  to  them  to  arrest  the  unhappy 
and  dangerous  collisions  which  must  ensue  from  a 
perseverance  in  their  assaults  upon  the  rights  of  the 
state  of  Virginia  and  the  other  southern  states. 

[Richmond  Whig. 

MAINE. 

David  Bronson,  the  whig  candidate  for  congress 
in  the  Kennebec  district,  (Me.)  vacant  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  hon.  G.  Evans  to  the  United  States  se- 
nate, has  succeeded  by  a large  majority. 

Edward  Kent  has  been  unanimously  nominated  as 
the  whig  candidate  for  governor  of  Maine. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  resigned  on  Tuesday  last 
his  trust  of  representative  in  congress  from  the  Wor- 
cester district,  to  which  he  was  re-elected  some 
months  ago. 

By  a minority  report  made  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives upon  the  finances  of  this  state,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  expenditures  have  for  several  suc- 
cessive years  exceeded  the  income,  and  the  commit- 
tee which  made  the  report  conclude  with  the  fol- 
lowing wise  sylogism: 

“We  spend  more  money  than  we  have  income  or 
resouces; 

“We  employ  more  people  in  public  offices  than 
we  have  means  to  pay,  without  running  in  debt: 

“We  must  therefore  either  spend  less,  and  re- 
duce the  pay  of  some  of  our  public  servants,  and 
dismiss  others,  or  without  taxation  the  state  trea- 
sury can  never  make  the  two  ends  meet.” 

It  is  supposed  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  a 
direct  tax  of  at  least  $100,000  to  cover  the  defi- 
ciency of  this  year. 

NEW  YORK. 

McLeod’s  case.  The  Albany  Argus  of  Monday 
contains  a letter  from  Lockport,  communicating 
intelligence  that  at  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
at  Lockport,  on  the  21st  March,  after  the  judge 
had  decided  that  the  informality  in  summoning  the 
jury  was  fatal,  McLeod  was  arraigned  and  plead 
not  guilty.  His  counsel  then  applied  lor,  and  ob- 
tained two  commissions;  one  for  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Webster,  secretary  of  state,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
British  minister;  another  for  the  examination  of 
McNabb,  and  others  in  Upper  Canada.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  state,  are  of  course,  joined  in  the  com- 
mission. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Argus  thus  proceeds: 

An  application  was  then  made  to  the  circuit 
judge,  to  allow  a certiorari  to  remove  the  cause 
from  the  oyer  and  terminer  to  the  supreme  court, 
on  an  affidavit  setting  forth  some  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  offence  charged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  difficult  and  complicated  questions 
of  law  would  arise  on  the  trial.  The  counsel  urged 
that  at  the  oyer  and  terminer  the  presiding  judge 
might  be  overruled  by  the  county  judges,  and  that 
it  was  proper  in  this  case  for  that  reason,  that  this 
cause  should  be  tried  in  the  circuit  court  rather 
than  in  the  oyer  and  terminer.  The  circuit  judge 
declined  allowing  the  certiorari  upon  that  ground, 
as  there  was  no  allegation  of  improper  bias  on  the 
part  of  the  county  judges,  and  our  statute  has  pro- 
vided the  means  of  correcting  any  error  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  oyer  and  terminer  by  a bill  of  ex- 
ception. 

The  counsel  asked  for  time  to  add  an  affidavit  in 
relation  to  the  excitement  which  had  existed  in  the 
county  upon  the  subject  and  the  reasons  why  it 
was  believed  a fair  trial  could  not  be  had.  This 
was  granted,  and  the  court  adjourned  over  to  the 


afternoon,  to  give  an  opportunity  to  serve  the  writ 
if  allowed. 

During  the  intermission  the  affidavits  were  pre- 
pared, the  certiorari  allowed,  and  served  on  the 
court  on  their  going  in,  in  the  afternoon.  This 
gives  McLeod’s  counsel  an  opportunity  to  move 
the  supreme  court  to  change  the  venue  to  some 
other  county. 

Nomination.  Ex-recorder  Morris,  of  N.  York, 
has  been  nominated  by  the  Van  Buren  party  of 
that  city  as  a candidate  for  the  mayoralty  and  has 
accepted  the  nomination. 

The  most  important  document  which  has  made 
its  appearance  since  the  annual  message  of  go- 
vernor Seward  is  a report  from  Mr.  Verplanek  in 
reference  to  the  financial  interests  of  New  York. 
The  report  gives  a picture  of  things  based  upon 
facts,  and  most  favorable  to  the  prospects  of  this 
great  and  growing  state.  Notwithstanding  the 
heavy  debt  New  York  owes,  she  has  abundant 
means  to  meet  it.  Any  future  deficiency  is  consi- 
dered highly  improbable  in  the  report,  even  in  the 
completion  of  all  the  important  internal  improve- 
ments which  have  beer,  contemplated.  The  en- 
largement of  the  Erie  canal  is  spoken  of  as  a work 
which  may  increase  the  revenue,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  will  diminish  the  rates  of  transportation  very 
materially,  and  add  much  to  the  funds  of  the  state 
to  be  derived  from  tolls.  The  report  shows  that 
ten  millions  of  our  debt  have  been  expended  upon 
W'orks  as  yet  unproductive,  because  unfinished. 
These  works  finished,  and  a cautions  movement 
made  in  reference  to  others,  of  course  we  shall 
have  clear  and  good  sledding. 

Internal  improvements  and  stale  debts.  Several 
bills  in  the  legislature,  appropriating  money  to 
works  of  internal  improvement  in  this  state,  have 
been  rejected.  On  one  bill  only  thirty-nine  mem- 
bers of  the  house  voted  affirmatively  out  of  a total 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  situation  of  the  finances  of  the  state  is  report- 
ed as  follows:  The  expenses  for  the  coming  year  are 
estimated  at  $82,700.  The  revenue  at  $53,933  38; 
leaving  about  $30,000  to  be  provided  for  by  taxa- 
tion or  otherwise.  The  legislative  expenditures  are 
put  down  at  $23,000,  the  salaries  of  state  officers 
at  $14,000.  The  cash  on  hand  $9,633  39.  The 
amount  of  the  school  fund  on  the  1st  of  April  will 
be  $30,500  35. 

The  Morris  canal.  According  to  the  Newark 
Daily  Advertiser,  the  work  ot  enlarging  the  locks 
on  this  canal,  undertaken  last  winter,  and  then 
suspended,  is  to  be  immediately  resumed  arid  per- 
fected, so  that  the  navigation  will  be  opened  by  1st 
July. 

The  work  is  to  be  paid  for  in  post  notes,  w'hicb, 
by  a resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,  are  to 
be  receivable  at  par  in  all  debts  due  to  the  bank  for 
the  purchase  of  coal  transported  on  the  canal. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bank  bill.  The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  banks  has 
finally  passed  the  legislature,  the  senate  on  Satur- 
day having  concurred  in  the  amendments  made  in 
the  house.  It  was  to  be  presented  to  the  governor 
yesterday,  but  whether  he  would  approve  or  veto 
it  was  not  known.  The  bill  is  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec.  1.  Provides  that  the  banks  of  the  common- 
wealth shall  be  liable  for  the  payment  of  their  debts 
as  individuals  are  now  bylaw  liable,  and  that  the 
extraordinary  penalties  shall  be  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Gives  the  banks  the  privilege  of  issuing 
small  notes  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on 
their  capital  stocks,  lor  a period  of  five  years. 

Sec.  3.  The  total  amount  of  debts  and  liabilities, 
exclusive  of  deposites,  not  to  exceed  double  the 
amount  of  the  capital  stock. 

Sec.  4.  The  stocks  owned  by  the  banks,  (except 
of  this  commonwealth),  not  to  exceed  10  percent, 
of  the  amount  of  theircapitals  respectively;  provid- 
ed, that  no  investments  already  made  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  be  reduced  more  rapidly  than  12J  per 
cent,  every  ninety  days. 

Sec.  5.  No  president,  cashier  or  other  officer  of 
a bank  to  be  permitted  to  loan  its  funds.  Also, 
fixes  a limit  to  the  loans  of  directors,  proportioned 
to  the  capitals  of  the  banks. 

Sec.  6.  No  loan  to  be  made  to  the  cashiers,  tel- 
lers, clerks,  &c.  of  the  banks  respectively. 

Sec.  7.  Abolishes  the  proxy  system  of  voting  for 
officers. 

Sec.  8.  Persons  to  be  eligible  as  directors  to  own 
amounts  ofstock  proportioned  to  the  capital  of  the 
banks  respectively.  No  persons  to  be  a director  in 
more  than  one  bank  at  the  same  time. 

Sec.  9.  Frauds  by  directors  and  officers  provided 
against. 

Sec.  10.  No  dividend  allowed  greater  than  seven 
per  cent,  and  the  excess  to  form  a contingent  fund, 
one-half  of  which  is  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury. 
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Sec.  12.  Dividend  of  five  per  cent,  allowed  during 
a suspension. 

Sec.  13.  Returns  of  the  condition  of  the  banks 
provided  for. 

Sec.  14.  Provides  penalties  in  case  said  reports 
be  not  properly  made. 

Sec.  15.  Makes  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to 
forward  a copy  of  the  act  to  the  banks  for  their  ac- 
ceptance, and  the  governor  to  issue  a proclamation 
upon  receiving  their  answers. 

Sec.  16.  Repeals  former  act3  inconsistent  with 
this  one. 

Sec.  17.  Authorises  the  capital  of  the  U.  States 
bank,  if  the  stockholders  desire  it,  to  be  reduced  to 
14  millions,  and  the  bank  to  be  released  from  part 
of  her  bonus. 

DELAWARE. 

Appointments.  The  Georgetown,  (Del.)  Repub- 
lican states,  that  James  Booth,  esq.  of  New  Castle 
county,  has  been  appointed,  by  the  governor,  chief 
justice  of  ttie  state  of  Delaware,  in  lieu  of  the  hon. 
Richard  H.  Bayard  resigned.  In  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  a law,  passed  at  the  late  session 
of  the  legislature  of  the  state,  the  governor  has  ap- 
pointed capt.  L.  L.  Lyons  commissioner  of  wrecks, 
or  wreck  master  for  Sussex  county. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank  law.  The  Richmond  Compiler  furnishes 
(he  following  abstract  of  the  provisions  of  the  law 
which  was  passed  at  the  late  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  reference  to  the  banks  of  Virginia: 

It  remits  the  forfeitures  incurred  by  the  banks  for 
the  non-payment  of  specie  and  restores  their  char- 
ters; suspends  until  the  first  ot  January  next  the 
provision  which  authorises  any  person  to  recover 
the  amount  of  notes  or  debts  from  the  banks  by 
motion  on  ten  days  notice;  repeals  so  much  ot 
any  act  as  subjects  the  banks  to  forfeiture  of  char- 
ter for  failing  to  pay  specie,  reserving  to  the  legis- 
lature the  right  to  modify  or  repeal  their  charters  at 
pleasure. 

Suspends,  until  the  first  of  April,  1842,  such  acts 
as  subjects  the  banks  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  damages, 
and  fifteen  per  cent,  interest  for  tailing  to  pay  spe- 
cies, and  subjects  the  banks,  after  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next,  to  the  payment  of  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest for  such  failure;  suspends  until  the  1st  of 
April  aforesaid,  such  acts  as  prohibit  the  banks 
from  issuing  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  twen- 
ty dollars,  and  from  receiving  in  payment  or  on 
deposite  the  notes  of  banks  out  of  the  state  below 
ten  dollars;  no  bank  however  to  issue  or  put  in  cir- 
culation any  note  of  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars,  except  as  provided  by  the  act  of  the  present 
session. 

Prohibits  the  banks  w’henever,  after  the  1st  Janu- 
ary next,  the  proportion  of  coin  held  by  them  shall, 
to  the  paper  circulation,  be  less  than  as  one  to  five, 
and  shall  so  continue  for  sixty  days,  from  making 
any  new  loan  or  discount  until  by  curtailment,  or 
otherwise  the  said  proportion  shall  be  re-establish- 
ed. Authorises  the  holders  of  notes,  after  suspen- 
sions of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  to  present 
the  notes  for  payment,  and  if  payment  be  refused, 
requires  the  officer  of  the  bank  to  endorse  thereon 
the  fact  and  date  of  such  presentation,  and  declares 
that  such  note  shall  thereafter  bear  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  until  paid;  and  upon  refu- 
sal of  the  officer  to  make  such  endorsement,  the 
holder  or  bearer  ol  any  note  so  presented  may  ob- 
tain judgment  for  the  same  with  twelve  percent, 
interest  from  the  time  of  presentation;  makes  it 
felony,  punishable  by  confinement  in  the  peniten- 
tiary lor  a term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  for  any  officer  or  clerk  of  any  bank  wilfully 
to  make,  or  suffer  to  be  made,  any  false  entry,  and 
io  omit  making  any  proper  entry,  or  to  alter  any 
proper  entry  in  any  account  kept  in  the  bank,  with 
intent  to  conceal  the  true  state  of  the  account,  or  to 
defraud  the  bank,  or  to  enable  any  one  to  obtain 
money  to  which  he  is  not  entitled.  Fixes  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Valley  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  May.  Gives  the 
legislature  the  right  to  alter  or  modify  the  charter 
of  any  bank  accepting  the  benefit  of  the  act  or  any 
part  of  it.  Requires  the  banks  to  redeem  their 
notes  heretofore  issued  under  the  denomination  of 
five  dollars,  whenever  presented  at  such  banks,  or 
their  branciies,  and  whether  emitted  or  issued  by 
'such  bank  or  agency,  where  payment  is  demanded 
or  not,  and  lor  failure  to  be  subject  to  all  the  reme- 
dies and  penalties  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  dur- 
ing the  present  session  to  allow  the  issue  of  small 
notes. 

Divorce.  The  house  of  delegates,  moved  by  the 
extraordinary  number  of  applications  for  divorce 
brought  before  it  have  passed  a bill  on  the  subject, 
giving  to  the  circuit  superior  court  the  decision  in 
the  case,  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  of  which 
the  following  is  a part: 


‘•‘And.  be  it  further  enacted , That,  after  the  lapse  | 
of  seven  years  from  the  rendition  of  any  decree  of 
divorce  a mensa  el  thoro,  the  same  shall  operate  for 
the  party  applying  for  and  obtaining  it  as  a decree 
of  divorce  a vinculo  matrimonii,  and  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  such  party  to  marry  again.” 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  governor  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  has, 
in  pursuance  of  authority  vested  in  him,  fixed  upon 
Thursday,  the  13th  day  of  May  next,  as  the  day  of 
election,  throughout  that  state,  of  representatives  to 
congress. 


The  house  of  representatives  passed  a bill  at  its 
session  making  it  an  indictable  offence  to  pass  or 
receive  a $5  or  $10  note  after  January,  1842.  It 
provides  that  all  contracts  the  consideration  of 
which,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  be  in  the  prohi- 
bited bank  notes,  should  be  void,  and  that  all  pay- 
ments made  in  that  currency  should  be  void;  arid 
that  after  a debt  had  been  once  paid  in  such  curren- 
cy, the  person  to  whom  the  payment  was  made 
might  sue  and  make  the  debtor  pay  it  over  again! 
Fortunately,  this  oppressive  bill  failed  in  the  se- 
nate. 


ALABAMA. 

State  bank.  The  bad  debls  due  to  the  bank  of 
the  state  of  Alabama  and  its  branches,  are  officially 
reported  by  a committee  of  the  legislature  to 
amount  to  the  very  enormous  sum  of  $5,640,761  59! 
This  bank  belongs  to  the  state,  and  has  been  go- 
verned by  officers  elected  by  the  legislature.  The 
loss  will,  of  course,  be  suffered  by  the. state. 

TENNESSEE. 

Bank  exhibit.  The  Planters’  bank  of  Tennessee 
and  its  branches  exhibited  on  the  1st  of  March,  the 
following  state  of  affairs: 

Discounts  2,000,000;  home  bills  800,000;  sus- 
pended debt  540,000;  property  bought  in  168,000; 
notes  of  other  banks  209,000;  specie  225,000;  cir- 
culation 1,151,000;  deposites  3,3S1,000.  That  is 
she  owes  five  dollars  for  every  one  she  has  in  gold 
and  silver.  This  is  too  great  a disproportion. 

The  directors  for  the  present  year  are  M.  Wat- 
son, F.  B.  Fogg,  T.  H.  Fletcher,  J.  W.  Saunders, 
S.  V.  D.  Stout,  A.  Hynes,  J.  Yaulx,  H.  Kirkham, 
R.  H.  McEwen,  H.  Petway,  W.  G.  Dickinson. 

OHIO. 

Legislature.  In  the  house  of  representatives,  on 
Friday  last,  an  important  proposition,  after  a long 
debale,  was  adopted  by  a decisive  vote,  as  stated  in 
the  journal,  it  was  contained  in  an  amendment  to 
the  appropriation  bill  for  the  public  works,  and 
provides  in  effect  for  an  authorised  suspension  of 
the  banks,  for  one  or  two  years,  as  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  maybe  continued  in  the  ad- 
jacent states,  on  condition  that  the  banks  shall  make 
a temporary  loan  to  the  state  of  one  and  a half  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

The  bill  to  protect  camp  meetings  passed  a read- 
ing, in  the  senate,  on  Saturday,  by  a vote  of  30  to  6. 

In  the  hojise  of  representatives  on  Tuesday,  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  public  works  and 
repealing  the  12  per  cent,  penalty  upon  banks  sus- 
pending specie  payments,  was  finally  passed  by  the 
close  vote  of  33  to  32. 

The  senate  had  adopted  a resolution  to  admit  J. 
C.  Wright  esq.  upon  the  floor  of  that  body,  so  as 
to  make  one  speech,  in  support  of  his  claims  to  the 
seat  occupied  by  Mr.  Holmes. 

In  the  senate,  the  bank  committee  made  their 
majority  and  minority  reports,  on  Thursday.  Mr. 
Faran,  from  the  majority,  presented  a bill  to  rein- 
corporate the  banks  on  the  so  called  safety  fund 
principle,  adopting  as  the  basis  of  his  scheme,  the 
bill  some  time  since  introduced  by  Mr.  Bissell.  Mr. 
Vance,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee,  sub- 
mitted an  able  and  interesting  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  banking  generally,  with  reference  to  the 
present  wants  of  the  state,  accompanied  by  the 
house  bill  with  amendments.  Both  reports  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  [ Balt . Pat. 

INDTANA. 

Caleb  B.  Smith  has  been  nominated  by  a county 
convention,  as  a candidate  for  congress  in  the  dis- 
trict late  represented  by  Mr.  Rariden,  who  declines 
a re-election. 

Fire.  A new  and  extensive  bagging  factory  at 
New  Albany,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  22d  inst. 
Loss  about  $45,000. 

MISSOURI. 

California.  An  expedition  is  expected  to  leave 
Missouri  in  the  course  of  a few  months  lor  Upper 
California.  At  a meeting  held  at  Independence,  in 
that  state,  fifty  eight  individuals  volunteered  for  the 
expedition,  nineteen  of  whom  will  take  their  fami- 
lies with  them.  A place  of  rendezvous  is  named 
which  it  is  requested  that  all  who  wish  to  join  in  the 
expedition  will  assemble  by  the  10th  of  May. 
Among  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  meeting  was 
one  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  our  object  in  going  there  is  that 
of  peace  and  good  will  towards  the  people  and  go- 
vernment of  California,  and  our  principal  induce- 
ment for  emigrating  to  that  country  is,  that  we  be- 
lieve it,  from  the  best  information  we  have  been 
able  to  procure,  to  be  more  congenial  to  our  inte- 
rests and  enjoyments  than  that  of  our  present  loca- 
tion. 

State  bank.  This  institution  has  rescinded  its 
order  of  the  12th  of  November,  1839,  and  resolved 
to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ken- 
tucky banks. 


WISKONSAN. 

Bankrupt  law.  The  legislative  power  of  Wis- 
konsan  is  a part  of  the  legislative  power  of  congress 
over  the  U.  States.  It  extends  “to  all  rightful  sub- 
jects of  legislation,”  and  its  exercise  is  to  be  re- 
spected and  sustained  in  all  courts  and  places  as  the 
action  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  takes  effect 
from  its  date.  On  the  first  Monday  of  December, 
after  its  passage,  it  is  submitted  to  congress,  and 
if  it  is  not  disapproved  by  that  body,  it  continues  in 
force.  By  this  silent  action  of  congress,  it  becomes 
an  act  of  congress.  It  may  be  repealed  at  any  time  by 
congress  or  the  territorial  legislature.  But  until 
it  is  so  repealed  it  is  in  force  with  the  assent  of  con- 
gress. 

There  is  a single  exception  to  this  rule.  By  a 
special  act  ofcongress,  all  charters  containing  bank- 
ing privileges  granted  by  the  legislatures  of  either 
of  the  territories  must  be  actually  approved  of  by 
congress  before  they  can  take  effect.  This  is  the 
only  instance  in  which  the  assent  of  congress  is 
positively  required  to  give  effect  to  a territorial  act. 
In  every  other,  the  combined  power  of  the  general 
and  state  government  is  fully  delegated  to  the  as- 
sembly of  Wiskonsan. 

A bankrupt  law  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Wis- 
konsan i3  as  valid  and  binding  in  all  courts,  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  as  a law  of  tbe  territorial 
legislature  of  Florida  was  declared  to  be  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  establishing  courts 
of  admiralty  in  Florida.  A decree  of  that  court  was 
effectual  in  every  part  of  tbe  United  States,  and  so 
is  a discharge  under  the  bankrupt  law  ofWiskonasu. 

[N.  Y.  Star. 


FLORIDA. 

Indians  captured.  The  correspondent  of  the  Sa- 
vannah Republican  under  date  of  Pilatka,  March 
14,  says: 

“Captain  Ker,  2d  dragoons,  a day  or  two  since 
took  tw'enty-one  Indians  with  their  chief,  KoxaTus- 
tenuggee. 

Twenty  old  Indians  came  in  a few  days  ago  at 
Fort  Fanning,  and  gave  themselves  up. 

Wild  Cat  has  been  in  at  Tampa  and  gone  out  to 
bring  in  his  people,  and  letters  to  night  say  that 
ninety  men  were  sent  out  on  the  11th  to  escort 
ninety  odd  warriors  on  their  way  in. 

About  four  hundred  Indians  are  already  at  Tampa 
waiting  to  be  shipped — in  fact  every  one  writes 
that  the  war  is  over.” 

Halleck  Tustenuggee,  with  about  100  warriors, 
having  been  twice  whipped  by  lieutenant  Albertis, 
of  which  I gave  you  the  particulars,  was  trailed  to 
his  camp  on  the  Ochlawaha,  eight  miles  south  of 
Fort  Mackay,  by  captain  Barnham,  and  again 
whipped  and’routed  with  considerable  loss. 

Captain  Barnham  and  a sergeant  Pearson  and  pri- 
vate Bower,  were  severely,  the  latter  I fear,  mortally 
wounded.  Soon  after  the  engagement  he  was  join- 
ed by  captain  Smith,  2d  infantry,  and  lieut.  Sibley, 
2d  dragoons,  each  with  a company,  and  Indian  Billy 
for  a guide,  and  they  all  set  off  in  pursuit.  In  the 
meantime  captain  Ker  with  his  company  of  dra- 
goons, has  taken  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  hop- 
ing to  have  the  game  flushed  and  driven  into  bis 
hands. 


Melancholy  memorials.  In  an  Indian  camp,  in 
Florida,  from  which  the  savages  were  driven  by 
captain  Barnham,  there  were  found  an  undress  uni- 
form coat,  belonging  to  the  late  lieut.  Sherwood, 
and  a lace  collar  which  was  the  property  of  the  un- 
fortunate Mrs.  Montgomery.  A quantity  of  cloth- 
ing taken  from  the  body  of  slain  soldiers,  was  also 
discovered,  and  much  plunder. 

Second  expedition  of  col.  Harney  in  the  everglades, 
Florida.  The  following  letter,  says  the  Charleston 
Courier,  from  a gentleman  in  Florida,  to  his  friends 
in  this  city,  dated  Tampa  Bay,  March  10,  comprises 
a journal  of  col.  Harney’s  latest  expedition  to  the 
everglades,  in  pursuit  of  Sam  Jones,  and  is  fur- 
nished by  an  officer,  who  accompanied  col.  Harney. 
It  will  show  the  great  enterprise  and  endurance  that 
are  requisite  on  the  part  of  those  who  exert  them- 
selves in  the  protracted  and  extraordinary  contest 
with  the  savages  of  Florida. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  lieut.  col.  W.  S. 
Harney  started  a second  time  for  the  everglades 
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with  a force  of  20  dragoons,  70  of  Sd  artillery,  with 
four  officers  of  the  line,  and  140  mariners  and  sailors 
under  the  command  of  capt.  McLaughlin  and  the 
officers  of  the  Flirt,  Wave  and  Otsego,  U.  States 
schooners.  With  the  exception  of  four  or  five  large 
canoes,  carrying  from  six  to  ten  men  each,  the  force 
was  distributed  in  small  canoes  made  expressly  for 
the  purpose,  and  carrying  five  men  each.  The  or- 
ders of  the  day  directed  that  each  man  should  be 
rovided  with  twenty  days’  rations,  sixty  rounds  of 
all  cartridge,  and  the  necessary  blankets,  &c.  The 
most  perfect  silence  to  be  preserved  by  every  one; 
orders  to  be  communicated  by  signal  whistles,  with 
which  the  officers  were  supplied;  the  boats  when 
moving  in  single  file,  open  order,  to  be  kept  twenty 
paces  apart,  and  every  man  ready  to  drop  his  pad- 
dle and  seize  his  musket  at  a moment’s  notice. — 
The  dragoons  were  armed  with  Colt’s  repeating 
ifle,  and,  being  under  the  command  of  col.  H.  form- 
ed a well  tried  band  of  experienced  Indian  fighters. 
Half  an  hour  after  sunset,  and  during  a shower  of 
rain,  the  command  left  Fort  Dallas,  which  is  situat- 
ed in  the  bay  at  the  mouth  of  the  Indian  river,  eight 
miles  above  Key  Biscayne;  col.  H.  in  advance, 
with  Mico  as  guide,  and  negro  John  as  interpreter, 
the  army  next,  and  the  navy  in  the  rear.  After 
passing  up  the  bay  seven  miles,  we  entered  the 
mouth  of  Little  river,  a tortuous  and  extremely 
rapid  outlet  from  the  everglades,  and  struggled 
against  the  current  until  alter  midnight,  when  we 
reached  our  first  resting  place,  the  site  of  an  old 
plantation,  and  landed.  January  2d.  The  guide 
says  that  by  not  starting  from  here  until  tow'ards 
evening,  we  will  reach  Chitto-Tustenuggee’s  island, 
an  hour  or  two  before  daybreak,  to-morrow;  we 
therefore  remained  as  we  were,  as  much  as  possible 
concealed  in  the  grass  and  thickets,  until  four  P.  M 
when  we  again  started,  but  in  reversed  order,  the 
colonel  in  advance,  the  navy  next,  and  the  army  in 
the  rear.  It  may  be  as  well  to  mention  here,  that 
throughout  the  expedition  the  army  and  navy  al- 
ternated in  order  of  precedence,  the  colonel,  how- 
ever, always  at  the  head  of  the  column.  After 
passing  up  a few  miles  of  very  swift  rapids,  we  en- 
tered the  everglades  at  sunset,  and  skirting  along  a 
projecting  elbow  of  the  Pine  barren  for  tw’o  miles, 
lay  concealed  behind  the  point  of  it  until  it  was 
quited  dark.  We  then  moved  forward  swiftly  and 
noiselessly,  at  one  time  following  the  course  of 
serpentine  channels,  opening  out  occasionally  into 
beautiful  lagoons,  at  another  forcing  our  way 
through  barriers  of  tall  saw  grass.  After  several 
hours  hard  paddling,  we  came  in  sight  of  Chitto’s 
island,  and  the  signal  was  passed  “to  close  up.” 
Approaching  cautiously,  we  took  our  positions 
around  the  island,  and  lay  in  anxious  expectation  of 
the  signal,  “move  up  and  effect  a landing.”  An 
advance  guard  having  been  sent  in  to  reconnoitre, 
affer  some  time  reported  that  the  enemy  had  left 
the  island,  and,  in  a tone  of  bitter  disappointment, 
the  colonel  gave  the  word,  “move  up  and  land,  the 
Indians  have  escaped.” 

January  Sd.  Chitto  -Tustenuggee’s  or  Snake  War- 
rior’s island  is  a most  beautiful  spot,  containing 
from  18  to  20  acres;  the  soil  is  extremely  rich  and 
about  two  feet  deep,  lying  on  rotten  lime  stone.- — 
The  centre  is  cleared,  but  the  circumference  is  well 
protected  by  immense  live  oak  and  wild  fig  trees, 
and  an  almost  impenetrable  thicket  of  mangroves. 
There  are  two  towns,  two  dancing  grounds  and  one 
council  lodge,  on  this  island;  with  the  exception  of 
the  dancing  ground  and  small  patch  of  fine  Cuba 
tobacco,  the  whole  clearing  is  overrun  with  pump- 
kin, squash  and  melon  vines,  with  occasionally  Li- 
ma beans  in  great  luxuriance  and  of  a most  excel- 
lent quality.  The  Indians  have  been  gone  at  least 
two  weeks,  and  have  left  behind  them  all  useless 
articles,  such  as  war  dance  masks,  supernumerary 
baskets,  kettles,  fishing  spears,  bows,  &c.  At  11 
A.  M.  the  colonel  despatched  a small  force  to  re- 
connoitre Tusconee’s  island,  which  lies  about  three 
miles  west  of  us;  they  returned  at  4 P.  M.  and  re- 
ported recent  signs  of  a man,  women  and  child. — 
The  only  trophies  they  had  obtained,  were  some 
ears  of  green  corn  and  a few  stalks  of  sugar  cane. 

January  4th.  Started  at  9 A.  M.  for  Sam  Jones’ 
island.  He  is  said  to  have  70  warriors  with  him, 
and  to  hold  a strong  position;  the  only  fear,  how- 
ever, entertained  either  by  the  officers  or  men,  is 
that  he  too  may  have  seen  fit  to  desert  his  island, 
and  betake  himself  to  the  Big  Cypress.  After  pad- 
dling until  3 P.  M.  we  reached  a small  cluster  of 
frees,  from  the  tops  of  which  the  guide  said  that 
Sam’s  camp  was  visible;  he  was  accordingly  sent  up 
aloft  to  make  an  observation,  and  soon  pronounced 
the  place  deserted. 

This  information  altered  the  colonel’s  plans,  and 
instead  of  waiting  until  night  should  conceal  his 
movements,  he  advanced  immediately  towards  the 
island;  at  the  same  time,  however,  not  omitting  the 
precaution  of  sending  off  flanking  parties,  and  an 


advance  guard  to  reconnoitre.  Before  sunset  we 
had  all  landed,  and  were  enjoying  our  bacon  and 
buiscuit  in  the  midst  of  an  Indian  village.  Janua- 
ry 5th.  Sam  Jones’  possessions  consist  of  a group 
of  several  islands  differing  in  size,  and  separated  by 
narrow  sluices.  Upon  the  largest  of  these,  which 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  width  and 
half  a mile  in  length,  are  three  villages  and  dancing 
grounds;  the  general  features  the  same  as  those  of 
Chitto’s  island,  but  the  soil  sandy.  There  are  no 
villages  on  the  other  islands,  but  they  have  been 
cleared  in  the  centre  and  planted  with  pumpkins, 
melons  and  corn,  which  were  of  course  destroyed. 
Our  greatest  annoyance  at  this  place,  was  the  im- 
mense number  of  fleas,  cockroaches  and  musque- 
toes;  every  thing  you  touched,  even  the  ground, 
was  alive  with  the  former,  which  with  the  mosqui- 
toes, attacked  us,  while  the  roaches  luxuriated  on 
our  provisions.  The  whole  group  of  islands,  (call- 
ed Army  and  Navy  group),  is  nearly  a mile  and  a 
half  in  length,  and,  upon  careful  examination,  pre- 
sented no  recent  Indian  signs. 

January  6lk.  At  8 A.  M.  passed  over  three  miles 
to  the  Pine  Keys,  and  secured  their  whole  extent; 
returned  at  night,  hungry  and  fatigued,  to  Sam 
Jones’  camp.  January  6th.  Started  early  for  the 
Prophet’s  island,  which,  according  to  Mico,  is  “two 
suns”  from  here.  At  11  A.  M.  stopped  at  a small 
island  and  destroyed  a flourishing  crop  of  young 
corn.  At  3 P.  M.  came  to  another  island  of  small 
extent  and  uncleared;  upon  sending  negro  John  up 
a tree  to  look  out,  he  reported  tw'o  Indians  in  canoes, 
two  miles  off,  coming  toward  us.  Orders  were  im- 
mediately given  by  col.  H.  to  lie  close,  as  they  were 
evidently  coming  to  the  island.  In  a few  minutes, 
John  reported  that  they  had  seen  us  and  were  going 
back.  The  colonel  gave  chase,  but  finding  there 
w'as  not  water  enough  for  his  large  canoe,  transfer- 
red the  guide  to  captain  McLaughlin’s  boat,  and 
directed  him  to  move  on  in  pursuit — the  light  boats 
of  the  artillery  to  accompany  the  captain  and  his 
command.  The  colonel,  with  the  large  canoes,  re- 
turned to  the  island,  and  sent  up  a look-out,  who 
reported  the  Indians  as  out  of  sight,  but  our  boats 
still  going  at  speed,  and  rapidly  nearing  a small  is- 
land about  three  miles  off.  Col.  H.  becoming  im- 
patient and  feeling  confident  that  he  could  find  a 
passage  across  without  any  guide,  started  for  the 
other  island,  and  reached  it  just  as  some  of  the  ad- 
vance boats  flushed  a party  consisting  of  four  war- 
riors, five  squaws  and  two  children;  each  warrior- 
had  a separate  canoe,  containing  his  family  and 
worldly  possessions.  They  left  the  boats  to  the 
care  of  the  women,  and  took  to  the  grass  water, 
loading  and  firing  as  they  ran;  three  of  the  warriors 
were  soon  shot,  three  squaws  and  one  child  taken; 
the  other  child  was  drowned  by  its  mother  to  pre- 
vent its  cries  leading  to  her  detection.  Night  com- 
ing on,  one  warrior  and  two  squaws,  favored  by  the 
darkness,  escaped.  Only  one  soldier  was  slightly 
wounded  in  this  affair.  January  8th.  Early  this 
morning,  col.  H.  sent  out  a small  force  to  follow  the 
trail  of  the  other  warrior  and  endeavor,  if  possible, 
to  take  him  alive,  as  he  had  learnt  from  the  squaws 
that  it  W'as  Chia,  one  of  the  best  guides  in  the  whole 
territory.  After  following  the  trail  five  miles,  they 
came  up  with  a squaw  (Chia’s  wife)  and  took  her; 
a few  yards  further  on,  upon  hearing  a rustling  in 
the  grass,  several  of  the  men  leaped  into  the  water, 
and  one  of  the  mariners,  in  the  act  of  springing 
from  the  boat,  was  shot  by  the  Indian  in  the  side, 
who  then  ran  a few  paces  reloading  his  rifle,  and  as 
sergeant  Searles,  of  3d  artillery,  rushed  toward  him, 
he  turned  and  fired  at  only  fuepaces,  wounding  the 
sergeant  mortally,  who,  however,  kept  on  towards 
him;  Chia  then  struck  at  him  with  his  rifle — poor 
Searles  sank  for  an  instant  under  the  blow,  but 
blinded  and  fainting  as  he  was  from  loss  of  blood, 
he  quickly  rallied  for  a last  effort,  and  threw  him- 
self upon  the  Indian’s  neck  crying,  “I  have  him;” 
Chia  then  drew  his  knife  and  wa3  about  to  stab  his 
captor,  when  a soldier  arrested  his  murderous  hand. 
After  securing  the  captive,  the  sergeant  was  lifted 
into  a canoe  and  brought  back  to  the  island,  where 
his  wounds  were  examined  and  dressed  by  the  me- 
dical officer.  The  ball  was  found  to  have  passed 
through  the  right  arm,  entered  the  rightside,  break- 
ing a rib,  opening  the  right  lung,  and  passing  into 
the  liver.  The  marine  was  not  much  hurt,  the  ball 
having  only  made  a flesh  wound.  January  9 th. — 
We  were  compelled  to  sleep  in  our  boats,  and,  in 
addition  to  this  discomfort,  it  rained  hard,  with  a 
cold  south  wind,  all  last  night.  Chia  says,  that 
Sam  Jones,  immediately  on  hearing  of  col.  Har- 
ney’s first  expedition,  had  sent  over  to  the  Semi- 
noles  for  powder  and  lead,  and  said  that  he  w'ould 
go  into  the  Big  Cypress,  where,  if  he  was  pursued, 
he  would  fight  to  the  death.  Chia  and  his  party 
were  going  to  join  him,  and  he  (with  a gallows  in 
perspective,  should  he  prove  false),  promises  to 
guide  us  faithfully  to  him.  In  consequence  of  this 


information,  we  returned  to  Sam  Jones’  island, 
which  we  reached  at  noon. 

January  in  th.  The  description  given  by  Chia  of 
Sam  Jones’  probable  position,  is  such  as  would  in- 
timidate almost  any  one  except  col.  H.  from  at- 
tempting to  dislodge  him.  At  8 A.  M.  we  started 
for  the  head  waters  of  New  river,  which  we  reach- 
ed at  sundown,  and  passed  down  the  stream  to  Fort 
Lauderdale,  where  we  arrived  at  midnight. 

January  11/A.  Having  disposed  of  our  wounded 
men  and  the  female  prisoners,  we  left  Lauderdale 
at  sundown  and  ascended  the  New  river,  entering 
the  everglades  by  the  right  hand  branch,  ar,  hour 
before  sunrise.  Jan.  12.  After  allowing  the  men 
two  hours  rest,  we  moved  on  to  a group  of  keys, 
lying  between  the  expanse  of  the  everglades  and 
the  edge  of  the  Big  Cypress.  It  was  here  that  Chia 
had  expected  to  find  the  main  body  of  the  enemy; 
but  upon  examination  of  the  signs,  he  pronounced 
that  they  had  gone  on  to  the  O-kee-cho-bee.  With 
a heart  swelling  with  disappointment,  col.  Harney 
found  his  schemes  thwarted  by  the  cowardice  of  the 
Indians,  who  had  fled  panic-stricken  upon  hearing 
of  Cha-kai-kee’s  fate,  and  deserted  their  hitherto 
inaccessible  retreats.  At  noon  the  navy  left  us, 
taking  with  them  Mico  and  negro  John  as  guides 
across  the  everglades,  in  the  direction  taken  by  the 
first  expedition.  After  a hasty  dinner,  we  bore 
away  tor  Lauderdale,  and  aided  by  the  swift  cur- 
rent of  the  New  river,  reached  our  destination  at  S 
P.  M.  Jan.  13 th.  Col.  Harney,  this  morning,  start- 
ed with  twenty  men,  to  search  for  a reported  pas- 
sage from  the  New  river,  into  the  Hillsborough  in- 
let, the  low  state  of  the  water  proved  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle,  he  returned  at  sundown,  and 
gave  orders  to  be  prepared  to  move  homeward  to- 
morrow. 

January  14 th.  Passing  down  the  New  river  to 
its  month,  we  coasted  along  the  shore,  until  we 
reached  the  Haul- over  and  encamped  for  the  night. 
Jan.  15th.  At  early  dawn  the  canoes  were  hauled 
over  from  the  beach  into  the  bay;  and  passing  down 
to  it,  we  reached  Fort  Dallas  at  noon. 

The  Pay-hai-o-kee,  grasswater  or  everglades, 
comprises  a large  portion  of  southern  Florida,  lying 
south  of  the  twenty -seventh  degree  of  latitude,  and 
separated  from  the  Atlantic  and  Gulph  of  Mexico, 
by  a pine  barren  varying  in  width  from  5 to  20  or 
more  miles.  There  are  a number  of  outlets  on  the 
eastern  or  Atlantic  coast,  w'hile  on  the  western  or 
gulph  coast  there  is  only  one,  now  named,  after  its 
first  navigator,  Harney  river.  The  appearance  pre- 
sented upon  entering  the  everglades  is  that  of  an 
immense  prairie,  stretching  out  farther  than  the  eye 
can  reach,  covered  by  thick  saw  grass  using  6 feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  it  conceals, 
the  monotony  varied  by  numerous  snakelike  chan- 
nels, and  verdant  islands  scattered  few  and  far  be- 
tween; the  average  depth  of  water  over  the  whole 
extent,  is  from  2 to  4 feet.  The  channels  differ  in 
width  from  ten  to  twenty  feet,  and  in  some  place? 
we  had  to  force  our  boats  through  the  waving  saw- 
grass.  The  larger  islands  are  about  two  feet  above 
the  usual  water  level,  though  no  doubt,  in  very  wet 
seasons  occasionally  overflowed.  The  water  was 
clear  and  wholesome,  and  even  where  no  current 
was  perceptible,  there  was  no  appearance  of  stag- 
nation. 

The  results  of  this  expedition,  although  appa- 
rently not  very  brilliant,  have  only  been  surpassed 
in  usefulness,  by  those  of  the  first  everglade  expe- 
dition, undertaken  and  prosecuted  with  such  untir- 
ing energy  and  eminent  success  by  col.  Harney. 
The  knowledge  acquired  of  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, the  localities  of  the  islands,  and  the  strength  of 
the  positions,  occupied  by  two  of  the  most  formida- 
ble chiefs,  is  of  itself  ample  reward  for  the  suffering 
and  privations  necessarily  encountered  dining  a 
movement  in  open  boats,  with  no  tents,  a limited 
supply  of  blankets  and  provisions,  exposed  to  the 
sun  by  day,  and  the  dew  by  night,  to  the  drenching 
rain  and  biting  blast,  but  rarely  allowed  the  luxury 
of  afire,  and  living  upon  fare  which  requires  a 
strong  appetite  to  relish. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
In  senate,  January,  15  and  16,  1841. 

January  15.  Mr.  ^obthaed  said  that  he  wish- 
ed to  expressed  the  views  which  he  entertained  on’ 
the  subject  of  the  present  bill.  And  though  he 
could  not  but  regret  the  late  hour  at  which  he  was 
compelled  to  commence,  yet,  as  he  desired  that  no 
delay  should  be  occasioned  on  his  account,  he  would 
proceed. 

1 understand  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  questions  before 
the  senate  to  be,  first,  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun), 
which  proposes  a cession  of  all  the  public  lands  to 
the  states  in  which  they  lie,  with  a partial  gradua- 
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tion  of  their  price  when  in  the  hands  of  the  states. 
Tiiis  was  offered  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  a 
previous  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  which  provided 
for  a distribution  of  t fie  proceeds  of  the  public  do- 
main among  all  the  slates  of  the  union,  with  a par- 
tial pre-emption  granting  to  the  settler,  if  his  pro- 
perty was  not  worth  over  a thousand  dollars,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  the  govern- 
ment price.  It  is  possible  that  I might  bring  my 
mind  to  consent  to  all  these  matters  in  a modified 
form — I might  vote  for  something  in  the  shape  of 
pre-emption  and  graduation,  provided  they  should 
be  strictly  limited  and  placed  on  safe  principles — 
but  for  neither,  unless  limited  with  a plan  of  distri- 
bution. 

In  approaching  this  question,  permit  me  to  re- 
mark, in  the  first  place,  that  I cannot  consent  to  act 
here  under  what  I regard  only  as  a threat,  founded 
on  the  power  which  may  in  future  be  exerted,  if 
we  do  not  consent  to  yield  up  these  lands  now.  The 
senator  from  Arkansas  (Mr.  Sevier)  was  pleased 
to  commence  and  to  close  his  remarks,  addressed  as 
they  were,  or  should  have  been,  to  the  intelligence 
and  judgment  of  the  senate,  with  a distinct  intima- 
tion that  we  must  now  do  what  was  required  of  us, 
or,  when  there  should  be  power  in  the  new  states  to 
enforce  their  will  on  this  subject,  we  should  be 
compelled  to  yield  to  necessity.  I do  not  under- 
stand that  kind  of  argument  as  addressed  to  the  in- 
tellect, and  much  less  to  the  conscience  of  a sena- 
tor, in  the  discharge  of  his  high  duty.  When  a 
great  question  is  to  be  discussed,  I do  not  compre- 
hend how  my  judgment  is  to  be  made  to  yield  by 
having  it  said  to  me,  give  these  lands  now,  or  here- 
after we  will  take  them  as  soon  as  we  shall  have 
strength  to  do  so.  I am  not  to  be  convinced  by  an 
argument  of  that  character.  If  the  dictates  of  my 
judgment  and  a solemn  sense  of  public  duty  lead 
me  to  refuse  my  assent  to  measures  proposed  here, 
no  appeal  to  future  power,  no  threat  of  future  ven- 
geance, will  induce  me  to  record  my  vote  in  their 
favor.  Such  questions  should  be  decided  without 
reference  to  threats  of  any  kind,  and,  in  my  appre- 
hension, they  are  very  ill-applied  to  a body  like 
this,  consisting  of  the  high  representatives  of  states, 
and  standing  here  under  the  shield  of  the  constitu- 
tion, for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  the  states  which  sent  them. 

Again.  There  has  been  introduced  in  the  pre- 
sent argument  much  which  relates  to  the  catch- 
words of  party  and  the  emblems  and  ensigns  em- 
loyed  in  the  time  of  the  election,  to  obtain  the 
enefit  of  the  impression  they  might  make  amidst 
the  excitement  of  such  a scene.  I ask,  what  have 
these  to  do  with  the  grave  questions,  to  whom  be- 
long the  public  lands?  and  what  is  the  duty  of  go- 
vernment in  their  management?  These  questions 
are  very  little  connected  with  log  cabins.  What 
have  they  or  other  political  emblems  to  do  with  the 
inquiry,  what  is  now  our  duty?  Was  the  word  log 
cabin  introduced  both  into  the  bill  and  the  title,  as 
reported  from  the  land  committee,  by  way  of  sneer? 
And  can  a sneer  conquer  the  judgment  or  convince 
the  conscience?  Or  are  these  things  intended  to 
forward  electioneering  and  party  purposes?  The 
question  before  us  is  far  higher  than  those  connect- 
ed with  the  temporary  occupancy  of  the  executive 
chair.  It  connects  itself  with  the  origin  and  foun- 
dation of  our  institutions — with  all  that  has  follow- 
ed from  that  eventful  moment  to  the  present — and 
it  presses  on  all  that  is  hereafter  to  affect  our  chil- 
dren and  our  children’s  children.  Such  a question 
had  no  appropriate  connexion  with  the  electioneer- 
ing emblems. 

It  is  proper  that  I should  thus  notice  these  things, 
because  I intend,  as  far  as  I can  control  my  feelings, 
to  avoid  entirely  all  such  allusions;  and  whenever 
I find  myself  approaching,  in  the  course  of  iny  ar- 
gument, any  point  to  which  they  have  been  direct- 
ed, I wilt  endeavor  to  prevent  myself  from  turning 
aside  to  reply  to  the  arguments  derived  from  them. 

Thi9  is  said  to  be  a question  of  great  excitement. 
It  is  so;  but  it  ought  to  be  so  only  because  of  ttie 
magnificent  and  profound  interest  which  is  inherent 
in  the  subject  itself  It  should  not  be  a question  of 
that  species  of  excitement  referred  to  in  the  debate, 
and  which  is  found  here,  and  in  the  state  legisla- 
tures, and  among  politicians,  to  a far  greater  degree 
than  among  the  plain,  laborious,  unsophisticated 
portion  of  the  community,  either  in  the  west  or  the 
east.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  it  is  here  made  a ques- 
tion of  great  excitement,  and  the  motives  which 
lead  gentlemen  to  make  it  so.  It  is  so  exciting 
in  the  legislatures  of  some  of  the  states  because  it 
is  a question  which  addresses  itself  to  the  removal 
of  the  most  painful  of  all  the  duties  which  the  mem- 
bers of  those  bodies  have  to  discharge.  If  a sys- 
tem of  pre-emption  and  graduation  and  cession 
could  be  fully  accomplished  upon  terms  which  they 
desire,  they  w'ould  be  relieved  from  many  onerous 


duties.  Taxation  would  give  them  no  trouble,  in- 
ternal improvements  become  a light  burden,  our 
joint  property  be  the  easy  remedy  tor  such  difficul- 
ties. There  is  no  mystery  in  the  reason  why  poli- 
ticians and  legislatures  make  this  a question  ol  ex- 
citement; but  it  should  be  freed  from  all  such  as- 
sociations and  influences.  Here  is  an  immense  do- 
main, the  common  property  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  admitted  even  now,  and  has  been,  in  this  de- 
bate, to  be  the  common  property  ot  the  whole 
union,  and  the  question  is,  what  obligation,  under 
the  history  of  the  revolution,  the  terms  of  cession, 
and  the  principles  of  the  union,  rests  upon  us  in  the 
management  and  disposal  of  this  great  common 
property? 

The  first  plan  is  offered  to  us  by  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  and  ptoposes  a 
distribution  of  the  whole  domain,  lying  within  nine 
of  the  staies,to  those  states.  It  gives  it  to  them,  and 
they  either  take  it,  by  cession,  and  obtain  the  legal 
title  to  it,  and  perfect  control  over  it,  or  they  are  to 
be  the  agents  ol  this  government  lor  its  manage- 
ment. From  the  argument  of  the  senator,  I could 
not  distinctly  understand  whether  his  amendment 
was  intended  to  secure  an  absolute  cession  to  those 
states,  so  that  congress  can  no  longer  have  any  con- 
trol over  the  property — or  whether  the  states  are  to 
be  regarded  as  the  agents  of  the  general  government, 
to  carry  out  its  purposes,  and  to  make  return  to  it 
of  the  results  ol  their  agency.  In  the  first  case,  that 
of  an  actual  cession  of  the  whole  territory  to  the 
states,  the  United  States  lose  their  title  to  the  land, 
if  they  have  one,  and  the  states  acquire  it,  and  have 
the  land  as  their  own,  absolute,  indefeasible  inheri- 
tance. When  this  shall  be  the  case,  if  the  doctrines 
which  have  been  advanced  by  gentlemen  from  the 
new  states  be  correct,  all  the  obligations  w'hich  those 
states  may  assume  will  be,  not  parchment,  but  pack- 
thread, broken  by  the  slightest  effort  of  the  weakest 
among  them.  If  ttie  principles  which  have  been 
asserted  here  be  sound,  that  must  be  the  result.  I 
do  not  admit  them  to  be  so,  but,  arguing  with  those 
who  do,  I point  them  and  others  to  the  consequence 
which  I think  must  ensue  when  the  states  shall  pos- 
sess the  lands  in  fee  simple,  and  have  the  absolute 
control  over  them.  They  will  take  them — deny 
your  right  of  interference;  nay,  deny  that  you  have 
any  interest  in  them.  Their  3tate  sovereignty  over 
all  lands  within  their  limits  will  be  the  ready  answer 
to  all  your  claims  and  rights. 

But  suppose  the  states  to  be  mere  agents  of  the 
union  to  execute  the  duty  which  the  general  govern- 
ment has  entrusted  to  them  in  discharge  of  its  own 
tiigh  trust  under  the  instrument  of  cession.  Put 
them  in  that  position,  and  then  how  stand  we?  With 
our  present  land  system  still  to  control  them,  if  we 
appoint  officers  to  receive  our  portion  of  the  money, 
we  must  keep  up  our  registers  and  receivers,  our 
land  districts  in  the  states,  and  our  land  department 
here.  I mean  that,  so  far  as  these  states  are  con- 
cerned, all  the  characteristics  and  all  the  expense  of 
the  existing  land  system  must  still  continue.  We 
gam  nothing,  or  so  little,  that  it  is  not  wortli  consi- 
deration in  relieving  ourselves  from  responsibility 
and  expense.  The}’  are  our  agents,  and,  as  such, 
they  must  appoint  agents  of  their  ow  n to  sell  the 
land.  A citizen  comes  to  pay  for  the  land  lie  has 
entered,  and  he  offers  to  pay  a part  to  the  receiver 
of  the  general  government  and  a part  to  the  receiv- 
ing officer  of  the  state.  Suppose  the  state,  or  its 
agent,  shall  say  no.  Or  suppose  an  arrangement  is 
made  that  the  officer  of  the  state  shall  receive  the 
money  and  pay  over  the  proper  proportion  of  it  to 
the  United  States,  and  he  fjils  to  do  so,  what  is  your 
remedy?  He  is  not  your  officer,  and  where  is  your 
power  to  punish  him?  He  is  an  officer  of  the  state, 
and  we  have  heard  much  of  this  government  having 
no  power  to  enforce  a constitutional  obligation  upon 
such.  I ask,  how  will  you  enforce  the  payment  of 
your  money? 

Look  at  it,  then,  in  either  aspect.  You  give  the 
lands  to  the  state  in  absolute  inheritance,  without 
retaining  any  efficient  lien,  or  the  slates  are  your 
agents,  and  you  are  to  enforce  the  obligation  of  the 
contract.  Is  it  wise — is  it  discreet  to  meet  either 
alternative?  Does  either  arrangement  coine  within 
the  faithful  discharge  of  our  trust  over  this  property? 

But  suppose,  again,  a portion  of  the  states  to 
whom  this  cession  is  to  be  made  shall  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  land,  on  the  conditions  proposed.  It  has 
already  been  announced  lo  us  by  one  senator  that 
his  own  stale  is  not  likely  to  agree  to  such  an  ar- 
rangement, and  that,  if  lie  be  asked  his  opinion,  he 
shall  advise  her  not  to  agree  to  it.  What  then? — 
Admit  that  Ohio  shall  reiuse,  that  Indiana  shall  re- 
fuse, and  some  two  or  three  other  states  in  nearly 
the  same  situation  with  these  shall  also  refuse — in 
what  condition  shall  we  stand?  In  this:  we  shall 
have  made  t tie  grant  to  three  or  four  states  of  an 
immense  amount  of  land,  and  they  w ill  take  all  the 
benefits  of  it;  while  (lie  other  states,  with  our  lands 


still  within  their  limits,  reject  the  proffered  boon — 
demand  of  us  the  continuance  of  our  obligations  in 
regard  to  the  whole  territory,  ceded  and  unceded, 
arid  their  portion  of  the  proceeds  from  the  whole. — 
Three  or  four  states  take  a rich  inheritance  (or 
themselves  and  their  people — have  their  pride,  I hail 
almost  said  passions,  gratified,  by  the  rejection  of 
your  authority  as  to  }our  own  property,  and  still 
claim  a participation  of  all  the  benefits  of  all  the 
lands  beyond  their  limits.  The  other  states,  in  these 
respects,  hold  an  inferior  position.  Is  this  right? — 
Are  we  prepared  to  meet  its  consequences? 

The  bill  says  that  the  cession  shall  not  be  opera- 
tive unless  the  states  receiving  the  cession  shall  pass 
“irrevocable  laws”  in  conformity  with  it.  What  is 
the  meaning  of  this?  Is  it  not  the  doctrine  of  the 
present  day,  (abhorrent,  I admit,  to  my  own  judg- 
ment, and,  in  my  opinion,  utterly  false),  that  a le- 
gislature can  pass  no  irrevocable  act — and  has  rio 
power  to  bind  its  successors?  Suppose  such  a doc- 
trine shall  prevail — the  state  legislature  pass  laws 
w hich  they  declare  to  be  irrevocable,  fixing  the  rate' 
of  allowance  to  the  general  government  tor  the  pub- 
lic land  sold,  and  the  very  next  legislature  shall  re- 
peal the  law,  and  declare  it  of  no  effect.  Where  are 
you  then?  Have  they  not  power  to  revoke,  accord- 
ing to  this  doctrine?  True,  it  is  a bargain,  and  they 
assent  to  the  terms  of  it;  but  then  there  comes  a 
change  of  circumstances,  and  a change  of  public 
men,  and  a change  of  public  opinion,  and  the  legis- 
lature may  say,  take  back  your  land — we  revoke  the 
bargain,  and  by  paying  back  your  consideration  we 
obtain  a rigid  to  break  our  promise.  How  then?  I 
believe  I have  as  much  faith  in  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  the  states,  and  in  their  devotion  to  consti- 
tutional principles,  as  any  senator  can  have;  but 
when  I am  called  (o  make  a bargain,  with  which  I 
foresee  that  great  principles  and  interests  may  inter- 
fere, and  especially  w hen  I look  at  the  ground  some 
of  these  principles  rest  upon,  I pause  and  wait  be- 
fore I yield  my  assent  to  the  agreement  proposed. 

But  suppose,  again,  that  all  the  nine  western 
states  shall  assent  to  the  offer  of  cession — what  then? 
You  have  given  them  the  entire  public  domain  w ith- 
in their  limits;  you  have  distributed  one  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  of  acres  among  nine  state  of  the  union. 
Have  you  divided  the  lands  equally  amon"  them? 
Are  tile  benefits  to  Arkansas  and  to  Indiana  the 

same?  Are  the  shares  of  Missouri  and  Ohio  alike? 
No  man  can  look  at  the  documents  and  not  perceive 
that  (here  is  a high  degree  of  benefit  conferred  on 
some  states,  and  a very  moderate  one  on  others. 

Where  do  you  get  your  authority  for  making  this 
wide  discrimination  between  state  and  state?  Sliovv 
me  where,  in  the  terms  of  union  of  these  twenty  six 
states,  arid  in  the  ttirns  of  the  constitution,  you  «-et 
your  authority  to  make  any  such  distinction.0  I 
have  not  read  the  constitution  aright  if  you  have 
such  power;  and  I hope  you  have  not.  It  you  com- 
mence to  exercise  it,  where  is  to  be  the  end?  Your 
laws,  I thought,  were  to  be  equal.  The  states  are 
not  to  regard  each  other  as  inferiors  or  superiors— as 
favorities  or  exiles  from  lavor.  You  have  no  rh>ht 
to  make  any  such  distinction,  and  the  moment  vou 
do,  the  seeds  of  discord  and  dissolution  are  sow  n 
and  they  will  grow.  If  part  of  (he  states  shall  con- 
cur in  the  proposed  arrangement,  you  will  be  in  a 
condition  to  be  lamented.  If  all  shall  concur,  you 
will  have  made  a distinction  which  you  have  no 
right  to  make.  I do  not  speak  now  of  the  distinc- 
tion between  these  nine  states  collectively,  and  the 
remaining  seventeen  other  states  of  the  union,  but 
of  a distinction  among  these  states  themselves,  with 
whom  you  deal,  and  with  regard  to  whom  vou  pro- 
pose to  take  a step  which  is  a violation  'alike  of 
equal  justice  and  of  the  constitution. 

If  I comprehend  the  effect  of  this  amendment,  and 
especially  ef  the  grant  of  land  to  the  states— if  the 
word  cede  is  to  be  understood  in  its  technical 
meaning,  in  that  in  which  it  is  used  in  the  instru- 
ments which  gave  us  the  land,  or  in  any  meaning  in 
which  it  has  ever  been  used,  so  tar  as  I know,  and 
the  states  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  or  omit,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  then  you  create  the  relation  of 
creditor  and  debtor  betw  een  the  general  and  the  state 
governments.  I ask  you  whether  it  is  wise,  whe- 
ther it  is  prudent  and  discreet  to  put  this  govern- 
ment in  the  relation  of  creditor,  and  any  one  or  more 
of  the  states  in  that  of  debtor  to  it’  In  such  a rela- 
tionship } ou  will  stand  in  a worse  condition  than  did 
the  colonies  in  the  revolution  anterior  to  the  confe- 
deration, and  the  states  after  the  confederation.  A 
state  ow’es  you  a large  sum  of  money;  during  the 
confederation  such  a stale  would  have  been  com- 
manded. (powerless,  I admit,  the  command,  and 
leading  to  a state  of  things  which  came  nigh  defeat- 
ing tile  revolution),  but  it  would  have  been  com- 
manded to  make  payment.  It  obeyed  or  not,  at  its 
pleasure.  Now  how  will  you  enforce  your  demand? 
Arkansas  owes  you  a million  of  dollars,  and  says 
that  she  cannot  make  payment;  or,  speaking  in  the 
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spirit  of  her  representative  here,  that  she  will  riot; 
where  is  your  power  to  compel  her?  You  would 
hear  very  different  language  then  from  what  you 
hear  now,  and  you  would  find  that  you  had  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  coerce  the  payment  but  one,  and 
that  is  the  power  to  make  war  and  suppress  insur- 
rection. You  might  compel  payment,  but  it  must 
be  by  drawing  the  sword,  and  bathing  it  deeply  in 
the  blood  of  your  fellow  citizens.  For  such  a spec- 
tacle I have  no  desire,  and  would  avoid  the  cause  of 
it.  1 would  abstain  from  creating  a relation  so  dan- 
gerous, because,  should  any  state  refuse  that  which 
as  trustees  it  is  your  duty  to  demand,  your  only  re- 
medy is  to  yield,  or  to  spill  the  blood  of  your  coun- 
trymen. You  must  make  your  calculation  either 
for  results  like  these,  or  to  listen  to  appeals  made  to 
you  by  sovereign  states,  in  terms  of  subserviency 
and  humiliation,  invoking  your  moderation,  and 
begging  forbearance.  Before  I would  see  states  of 
this  union  reduced  to  this,  and  begging  at  your  bar 
that  you  will  put  off  the  day  of  execution,  1 would 
be  almost  ready  to  invoke  the  power  of  war  itself. 
State  degradation  like  that  would  be  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  the  union,  and  I regard  the 
dignity  of  the  states  too  highly  to  place  them,  by 
any  act  of  mine,  in  such  a situation. 

Something  has  been  said  in  this  aspect  of  the  sub- 
ject as  to  the  credit  which  is  to  be  given  to  a state; 
and  some  of  the  arguments  (such  1 suppose  they 
were  intended  to  be)  sounded,  in  my  ear,  much  like 
sneeis  at  the  credit  system,  and  all  that  kind  of 
party  eloquence.  I care  little  for  sneers  when  deal- 
ing with  such  a question.  It  is  not  one  of  credit  to 
the  states,  or  of  the  states;  but  of  the  indebtedness 
of  citizens  to  their  own  government,  and  of  states  to 
the  union.  This  subject  was  referred  to  by  the  se- 
nator from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston),  in  re- 
lation to  the  lands  sold  previous  to  cash  payments. 
He  was  right  in  his  reference.  The  lands  sold  and 
unpaid  for,  previous  to  lS19-’20,  amounted  to 
$21,775,327.  It  was  a debt  due  from  the  people  of 
the  states,  or,  if  you  please,  from  the  states  them- 
selves. It  was  due  in  Tennessee,  in  Ohio,  in  Indi- 
ana, and,  so  far  as  the  territories  were  inhabited,  in 
the  territories.  You  had  sold  your  land  without  re- 
ceiving cash  at  the  sales.  The  purchasers  were 
then  your  debtors,  but  if  the  state  takes  the  title,  and 
is  to  pay,  is  it  not  our  debtor  just  the  same  as  indi- 
viduals were  in  1816,  T7  and  ’18?  What  is  the  dis- 
tinction? Then  your  debtors  were  a set  of  humble, 
faithful,  industrious  men,  scattered  over  your  new 
lands.  They  had  bought  the  lands,  but  could  not 
pay  you;  and  it  has  been  truly  stared  that  there  was 
not  at  that  day  a public  man,  that  loved  his  country, 
who  did  not  look  at  the  condition  of  things  with 
great  alarm.  How  did  you  escape  from  such  a con- 
dition? By  relinquishing  part  of  your  debt;  by  giv- 
ing time  for  the  remainder;  and  by  substituting  for 
the  future  the  wholesome  system  of  cash  payments. 
Now'  your  condition  is  to  be  greatly  changed.  You 
are  about  to  create  a debt  of  immensely  greater  mag- 
nitude; and  you  take  for  your  debtors,  not  citizens, 
upon  whom  you  can  act  with  directness  and  power, 
but  states,  over  whom  you  have  no  control  but  that 
of  force.  You  could  not  compel  payment  from  citi- 
zens of  the  states,  and  yet  you  are  to  deal  with  the 
states  of  which  they  are  citizens.  You  were  afraid 
to  bring  the  power  of  the  government  to  enforce  the 
public  right,  lor  you  were  told  that  all  your  power 
could  not  reach  the  case;  and  now'  you  propose  to 
make  states  vour  debtors.  And  can  you  better  con- 
trol them?  You  are  not  to  act  on  scattered  indivi- 
duals, but  on  corporate  masses  of  men — on  states, 
proud  and  haughty,  and,  if  necessity  require  it, 
ready  to  resist  your  demand.  Be  warned  in  time. 
Avoid  that  condition  of  things.  Create  not  that  ne- 
cessity. Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  continue  to  ma- 
nage this  public  domain,  and  shun  such  threatening 
dangers.  1 think  we  can,  and  so  believing,  I would 
not  render  such  results  possible. 

Mr.  Southard  here  gave  way  to  a motion  to 
adjourn,  which  was  carried  and  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed. 

January  16.  Mr.  Southard  resumed.  After  re- 
capitulating the  grounds  of  argument  he  had  gone 
over,  he  proceeded:  I have  now  a few  further  sug- 
gestions to  address  to  the  states  themselves.  The 
language  of  the  bill  is.  “that  the  said  states  shall  be 
exclusively  liable  for  all  charges  that  may  hereafter 
arise  from  the  surveys,  sales  and  management  ot  the 
public  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  states  respectively.” 
How  liable?  How  to  be  adjusted?  What  right  does 
it  give  to  the  states?  What  to  the  general  govern- 
ment? Upon  differences  of  opinion,  how  are  they 
to  be  adjudged?  How  claims  enforced?  A more 
fruitful  source  of  conflict,  not  even  the  ingenuity  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun), 
could  have  devised.  But  this  is  not  all.  Are  we 
to  understand  that,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  amendment,  the  states  who  receive  these  lands 


are  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title ? Are  they  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  high  relations  in  which  the 
general  government  stands  towards  the  Indian  tribes? 
If  that  is  the  meaning,  I protest  against  the  doctrine. 
This  government  has  no  power  to  surrender  this  re- 
lation to  any  state  or  number  of  states.  What  right 
has  Arkansas  or  Missouri  to  make  a treaty  with  one 
of  the  Indian  tribes?  What  right,  if  the  treaty  be 
violated,  to  punish  or  expel  them  from  their  territo- 
ry? None  whatever.  It  would  be  a direct  infrac- 
tion of  the  constitution.  How  can  this  government 
surrender  its  power  to  deal  with  the  Indian  tribes? 
Has  the  union  in  any  form  assented  to  the  surrender 
of  this  high  constitutional  power?  Can  the  union 
assent  to  it?  And  if  a state  has  no  right  even 
to  made  a treaty  with  Indians,  can  this  govern- 
ment surrender  the  higher  and  holier  power  ot  de- 
termining where  and  how  the  Indians  are  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  force?  Can  they  say  to  any  state,  we 
give  you  the  land — you  pay  lor  the  Indian  title,  and 
have  therefore  a right  to  demand  that  it  be  extin- 
guished when  and  how,  and  on  what  terms  you 
please?  Yet  such  must  be  the  result.  If  the  pur- 
port of  this  amendment  is,  that  the  states  are  to  be 
regarded  as  having  the  power  to  remove  the  Indians 
by  force,  or  to  enter  into  treaties  with  them,  it  is 
utterly  against  the  constitution.  How  can  the  go- 
vernment say  to  Ohio,  for  example,  here  is  the  mise- 
rable remnant  of  the  Leni  Lenape,  the  remains  of 
the  once  warlike  and  formidable  Delawares,  who 
held  control  over  the  northern  confederacy  of  In- 
dian nations.  They  are  now  within  your  limits,  but 
reduced  to  a few  hundreds.  You  may  make  a treaty 
with  them  according  to  your  own  interests,  or  we 
will  make  it  for  you;  and  if  they  refuse  to  leave  their 
ancient  seats,  you  may  remove  them  by  any  means 
which  you  choose — by  force — by  blood — by  exter- 
mination. If.  there  be  a provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion which  justifies  this,  I,  at  least,  have  been  una- 
ble to  find  it.  These  remarks  have  to  do  with  the 
question  of  power. 

Next  comes  the  consideration  of  humanity  and 
policy.  These  states  have,  or  fancy  to  have,  a deep 
pecuniary  interest  in  speedily  expelling  the  aborigi- 
nal possessors  of  the  soil.  Is  it  right,  just,  humane 
to  let  them  decide  on  their  expulsion,  and  the  times, 
circumstances  and  considerations  which  shall  go- 
vern the  decision,  and  without  consultation  or  ap- 
peal? Are  they  the  only  states  and  the  only  people 
who  rise  above  the  weaknesses  and  errors  of  our  na- 
tures, and  can  calmly  see  the  truth  and  the  whole 
truth  through  all  the  interests  and  passions  which 
mislead  others?  And  when  the  union  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  union,  have  a recorded  obligation,  and  in 
a record  too  which  will  not  be  erased  or  expunged, 
that  they  will  regard  these  matters  as  a trust  on  their 
consciences  and  oaths,  will  they  yield  their  duty  to 
faith  in  others,  and  without  the  possibility  of  secur- 
ing the  performance  of  the  trust?  Should  error  be 
committed  and  wrong  done,  when  and  how  can  we 
make  compensation — when  and  how  relieve  our- 
selves? 

But  I turn  from  this  painful  view  to  one  of  vastly 
inferior  magnitude — yet  one  which  has  weight  of  its 
own  in  the  scales  of  justice — the  question  of  mo- 
ney. And  in  regard  to  this,  I ask,  are  the  states  in 
whose  tavor  the  proposed  cession  is  to  be  made,  to 
bear  the  burden  of  the  expense  of  our  intercourse 
with  the  Indians  and  of  removing  them?  If  they 
are,  then  I entreat  the  senate  and  I entreat  gentle- 
men from  those  states  to  look  at  the  consequences. 
Are  they  to  sustain  the  expense  of  t tie  Indian  wars 
which  may  arise  from  their  treatment  of  the  Indian 
tribes  left  within  their  territory?  Should  the  Indians 
consider  themselves  aggrieved,  as  they  are  very 
likely  to  do,  wars  may  grow  out  of  their  discontent, 
and  the  feeble  remnants  within  these  states  may  be 
connected  with  very  powerful  allies  beyond  their 
borders,  and  when  oppression  is  perpetrated  on  the 
one,  the  other  may  be  prompt  to  avenge  it,  and  our 
history  tells  us  there  are  civilized  and  Christian  na- 
tions ready  to  give  them  encouragement.  Are  these 
states  to  bear  the  cost  of  the  Indian  wars  which 
their  own  conduct  may  create;  or  are  we  not  only  to 
surrender  the  land  and  give  up  our  power  to  deal  with 
the  tribes,  but  in  addition  to  carry'  on  all  the  wars 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  management  and  settle- 
ment of  these  lands?  Does  the  senator  from  South 
Caiolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  mean  that  such  shall  be 
the  result  of  his  amendment  or  does  he  not?  Such 
it  must  be,  whether  he  designs  it  or  not. 

Is  it  a part  of  his  plan  that,  while  we  cede  all  the 
land,  we  shall  retain  all  the  burden?  How  can  we 
avoid  it?  Will  any  “irrevocable”  act  of  a state  legis- 
lature relieve  congress  from  this  liability  when  wars 
shall  have  arisen?  Let  the  Indian  warwhoop  sound, 
and  one  drop  of  American  blood  be  shed  by  an  In- 
dian warrior,  and  w'hat  must  be  the  result?  This 
capitol  will  quickly  hear  it,  and  no  sooner  will  it  be 
heard  than  the  power  of  this  nation  will  be  called 
up  to  avenge  the  deed.  Can  W'e  refuse?  No,  sir. 


no.  It  would  be  impossible;  and  yet  with  such  a 
liability  upon  us,  we  are  asked  to  surrender  to  the 
states  on  the  frontier  this  entire  matter,  to  manage 
according  to  their  own  notions  of  justice  or  feelings 
of  antipathy.  As  I understand  the  plan,  the  old 
states  are  not  only  to  surrender  their  respective 
portions  in  the  public  domain,  but  they  are  still  to 
bear  the  burden  and  cost  of  every  frontier  Indian 
war.  I ask,  again,  can  we  avoid  it?  Can  we,  under 
the  obligation  of  our  constitutional  duties,  and  in 
possession  of  those  sympathies  w hich  live  and  glow 
in  the  bosom  of  every  Ameiican  citizen  towards 
every  other  American  citizen  as  such — can  we,  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  avoid  it?  New  Jersey  has 
not  a single  Indian  left  within  her  borders;  or,  if 
there  be  here  and  there  a miserable  survivor  of  his 
race,  he  is  a being  so  degraded  as  to  have  neither 
hope  nor  power,  nor  any'  capacity  to  influence  the 
conduct  of  her  people  for  either  good  or  ill,  but  let 
the  question  arise  w hether  Mississippi  or  Arkansas 
shall  be  protected  from  the  incursions  of  a savage 
foe,  and  N.  Jersey  will  quickly  give  her  aid,  in  men 
or  money — the  soldier’s  touch  of  the  elbow,  or  the 
sinews  which  give  strength  to  resistance  or  security 
of  protection.  She  could  not  if  she  would,  and  she 
would  not  if  she  could,  escape  her  obligations  in  this 
regard.  She  and  all  the  states  must  take  and  bear 
the  full  proportion  of  burdens  in  such  a case.  How- 
ever you  may  frame  your  laws,  and  how  solemnly 
soever  you  may  declare  that  the  expense  of  Indian 
wars  and  the  burden  of  their  own  defence  shall  rest 
upon  those  states  which  have  received  the  grant, 
you  never  can  carry  such  laws  into  effect.  The 
heart,  the  head,  the  hand  of  every  American  citizen 
rise  up  together  and  proclaim  it  impossible.  I ask, 
then,  is  it  wise  or  just  to  make  surrender?  And  for 
what  advantage  to  these  states,  so  far  as  money,  or 
any  rational  interest  is  concerned?  They  are  to 
make  the  expenditures  for  sales,  &c.  and  to  exhibit 
their  accounts,  and  we  to  receive  them.  But  if  done 
wisely,  discreetly,  and  according  to  the  terms  of 
this  compact,  how  must  that  account  be  stated? — 
They  are  to  take  out,  1.  The  whole  expenses,  ac- 
cording to  their  notion  of  the  expenses,  and  1 know' 
no  mode  in  which  we  can  correct  them.  2.  Out  of 
the  nett  proceeds  they  are  to  pay  over  65  per  cent. — 
when  and  how  they  will — for  your  laws  will  give 
you  no  remedy.  3.  They  are  to  retain  the  balance, 
35  per  cent,  in  full  of  their  rights.  Let  the  account 
be  justly  stated,  and  the  matter  fairly  administered, 
and  they  will  find  their  reward  to  be  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  avarice  of  the  possession  of  money  and 
land,  without  any’  redeeming  result  in  honor,  power 
or  even  profit.  They  now  get  5 per  cent.  This  is 
lost.  The  distribution  bill  would  give  ]2|  per  cent. 
The  balance  is  to  meet  their  responsibilities  and  ex- 
penses. Will  it  do  it?  It  may,  but  1 submit  it  to 
the  senators  of  the  new  states  to  reflect  on  the  re- 
sults of  this  game  which  is  offered  them,  and,  if 
they  cannot  rise  above  the  mere  question  of  the 
possession  of  money  and  land,  to  decide  whether  they 
may  not  find  themselves  losers  by  the  contract,  while 
the  union  also  will  be  the  loser.  With  me,  however, 
this  is,  in  comparison,  bur  a small  queslion.  The 
question  1 propound  and  must  decide  is,  what  is  our 
constitutional  duty,  and  what  are  the  rights  of  all  the 
states? 

But  this  amendment,  give  it  all  the  force  you  will, 
meets  not  half  of  all  the  difficulties  which  now  press 
upon  us,  and  under  which  we  are  so  restless  and 
agitated  on  this  subject  of  the  public  lands.  What 
does  it  embrace?  The  lands  within  the  limits  of 
nine  states  of  the  union,  containing  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  acres.  How  many  acres,  in 
all,  does  this  nation,  according  to  the  statements  and 
estimate  of  the  report  of  the  senator  from  Michigan, 
(Mr.  Norvell),  now  possess?  More  than  a thou- 
sand millions.  To  get  rid  ot  this  question,  you  are 
dealing  with  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres, 
forgetting  that  by  their  side  lie  over  eight  hundred 
millions  more.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  they  are 
dealing  with  a trifle,  or  with  only  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions?  Thpy  forget  the  obstacles  which 
beset  them.  What  is  to  be  the  progress  of  this 
thing?  We  must  keep  up  the  existing  land  system; 
we  must  continue  to  bear  all  its  expenses.  We  have 
given  notice,  whether  constitutionally  or  not  I shall 
not  now  discuss,  to  every  Ameiican  citizen,  and 
even  to  every  alien,  that  he  has  the  right  to  go  in  on 
all  these  eight  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  when 
he  pleases  and  as  he  pleases,  provided  the  Indians 
be  not  in  possession.  We  have  been  told  here  that 
we  cannot  restrain  him,  and  that  to  attempt  it  is 
vain.  Well,  admit  it  to  be  so,  what  then?  Sixty 
thousand  of  these  people  get  possession  of  a portion 
of  this  territory,  and  w hat  is  thpir  next  demand?  By 
some  rash  conduct  they'  get  into  conflict  with  the 
Indians,  and  then  the  whole  military  power  of  the 
nation  must  be  drawn  out  to  protect  them  in  their 
trespass.  But  is  that  all?  It  is  not.  There  is  another 
principle,  which  has  been  boldly  maintained  here, 
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that,  whenever  a territory  can  number  sixty  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  it  not  only  may  be  admitted  into 
the  union,  but  has  a right  to  demand  admission  and 
equality  with  all  the  other  slates,  and  then,  the  mo- 
ment it  is  admitted,  all  the  land  within  its  limits  be- 
comes theirs. 

[Mr.  Linn  here  interposed  to  explain.  He  had 
never  heard  it  advocated — it  certainly  never  had 
been  by  him — that  the  American  people  had  a right 
to  go  upon  Indian  land  the  title  to  which  had  not 
been  extinguished;  on  the  contrary,  land  of  that 
description  had  always  been  excluded  in  every  pre- 
emption law,  nor  had  any  amendment  ever  been 
proposed,  so  far  as  he  knew  to  the  contrary.] 

Mr.  Southard.  I must  have  presented  my  idea 
not  so  clearly  as  I intended,  if  the  senator’s  expla- 
nation has  been  rendered  necessary.  What  I say  is 
this:  on  the  border  of  all  these  new  states  lie  vast 
bodies  of  vacant  land  which  we  claim.  The  people, 
or  foreigners,  under  the  doctrine  which  has  been 
here  laid  down,  may  cross  over  the  line  and  settle 
upon  it,  for  they  may  not  know  where  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished  and  wdiere  it  has  not. 
Having  multiplied  in  numbers,  even  if  they  be  all 
foreigners,  they  may  come  here  and  require  admit- 
tance, and  when  admitted  may,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  amendment,  demand  all  the  land 
upon  the  same  terms.  I do  not  say  it  is  distinctly 
claimed  that  our  citizens  and  foreigners  can  law- 
iully  go  on  land  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not 
been  extinguished,  but  they  do  in  fact  often  go  on 
such  land,  and  there  can  be  no  argument  against  ad 
mitting  them  there  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  shall 
have  bqgn  relieved,  for  the  language  of  the  amend- 
ment is  “whenever  the  Indian  title  has  been  orshall 
be  extinguished.”  Here  I say  we  maintain  a prin- 
ciple which  will  authorise  our  citizens  or  aliens  to 
go  without  the  limits  of  a state  into  the  lands  of  Iowa 
or  Wiskonsan.  We  assert  and  maintain  their  right 
to  do  it,  and  in  doing  so  we  bring  ourselves  into 
collision  with  the  Indian  tribes.  And  when  a large 
number  of  these  settlers  shall  send  up  their  cry  to 
our  doors  “you  as  our  government  are  bound  to 
protect  us:  the  merciless  savage  is  upon  us:  come 
speedily  to  our  help!”  how  can  we  refqse  them?  I 
would  not  avoid  it.  I would  not  seek  to  avoid  it. 
I admit,  in  its  fullest  latitude,  the  obligation  of  the 
government  to  extend  protection  over  all  its  citi- 
zens. I would  have  the  name  of  an  American  citi- 
zen an  impenetrable  shield  over  every  man  who 
bears  it,  as  in  old  Rome,  at  the  cry  “I  am  a Roman 
citizen,”  the  uplifted  arm  of  tyranny  and  oppression 
was  paralyzed  and  fell  powerless  at  the  sound.  I 
would  have  it  so  here.  At  the  cry  “I  am  an  Ame- 
rican citizen”  I would  be  ever  ready  to  put  forth  all 
the  energy  of  this  government  for  his  protection  and 
defence.  But,  while  I admit  this,  I insist  that, 
when  we  are  laying  our  plans  for  the  future,  and  can 
plainly  see  that  a certain  arrangement  will  tempt 
the  states  into  a situation  which  is  likely  to  bring  us 
all  into  trouble,  it  is  an  argument  why  we  should 
refrain  from  making  the  arrangement.  Settlers 
have  no  right,  in  bodies  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand, 
to  go  upon  the  public  lands  and  bring  upon  the  whole 
nation  all  the  calamities  and  expense  of  an  Indian 
war.  Look  at  the  consequences  of  this  amendment. 
The  nine  new  states  take  all  the  land  within  their 
limits.  Presently  the  territory  of  Wiskonsan  comes 
and  knocks  at  your  door.  We  shall  hear  and  admit 
her  into  the  confederacy.  According  to  some  gentle- 
men, we  must  do  so,  because  we  have  no  power — 
no  constitutional  power — to  refuse.  Well,  Wiskon- 
san is  admitted;  her  territory  contains  millions  of 
acres,  and  she  then  turns  round  and  demands  that 
you  shall  cede  all  these  lands  to  her,  as  you  have 
ceded  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Can  you  deny 
her?  You  cannot.  The  moment  she  comes  into  the 
union,  if  this  bill  passes,  all  the  land  within  her 
limits  is  hers,  and  must  be  hers,  and  will  be  hers,  if 
you  now  consent  to  the  cession  which  is  proposed. 
What  next?  Presently  Iowa  comes  and  knocks,  and 
she  demands  the  same  privilege  as  Wiskonsan. 
She  tells  you  that  her  people  have  gone  there  on  the 
public  land;  that  they  have  increased  and  multi- 
plied until  they  have  attained  the  constitutional 
numbers,  and  now  they  have  a right  to  be  a state 
and  to  enjoy  equal  prerogatives  with  all  the  other 
states.  “True,”  say  they,  “there  are  Indian  titles 
in  the  way,  and  there  may  be  Indian  wars,  but  give 
us  all  the  land,  and  then  put  your  hand  into  the  trea- 
sury of  all  the  old  states,  and  foot  up  and  pay  the  bill 
of  all  the  expense.” 

Your  eighteen  hundred  millions  of  acres  are  daily 
being  swallowed  up  by  the  progress  of  population. 
Territory  after  territoiy  will  apply,  and  the  moment 
you  admit  them  you  have  surrendered  every  foot  of 
the  public  land  which  they  contain.  You  are  vir- 
tually surrendering  it  now;  for  how  can  1 stand  here, 
after  having  given  the  land  to  Arkansas,  and  refuse 
it  to  Wiskonsan  and  to  Iowa,  and  to  every  territory 
which  may  be  formed  to  the  Rocky  mountains  and 


the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  liver?  Thus  you  are  to 
have  the  burden  of  the  settlement  of  these  terri- 
tories, of  the  extinction  of  all  the  Indian  titles,  and 
the  expense  of  all  the  Indian  wars,  and  then  to  sur- 
render to  them  every  acre  of  that  inheritance  which 
the  old  states  purchased  with  blood,  when  the  claim- 
ants were  unknown,  when  they  were  yet  in  the  loins 
of  their  fathers. 

There  are  various  other  objections  which  lie  as 
well  against  the  general  character  of  this  amend- 
ment as  against  its  details,  and  which,  to  me,  appear 
to  be  insuperable.  I had  intended  to  suggest  a num- 
ber of  them;  but  I fear  it  will  be  unwise  to  attempt 
this,  further  than  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two. 
On  Ihe  question  of  price  I have  already  commented, 
in  showing  how  the  states  will  be  situated  as  to  the 
profit  they  are  to  derive  from  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment. There  is  another  feature  in  the  plan  to 
which  I have  already  alluded  under  other  aspects 
of  the  geneial  subject.  This  compact,  it  is  pro- 
vided, is  to  be  irrevocable.  The  states  are  to  de- 
clare it  perpetual,  inviolable,  now  and  forever,  and 
the  general  government  is  to  be  equally  bound. 
Now,  are  we  grown  so  wise,  in  our  day  and  genera- 
tion, as  to  be  prepared  to  bind  both  the  general  and 
state  governments,  in  a manner  irrevocable,  for  all 
future  time,  no  matter  what  unknown  events  may 
arise  hereafter?  Gentlemen,  to  be  sure,  may  flatter 
themselves  that  their  intelligence  can  stretch  ils 
piercing  ken  through  all  time  to  come,  and  antici- 
pate and  provide  for  every  possible  posture  of  af- 
fairs. Our  fathers,  however,  had  not  equal  intelli- 
gence. Go  back  but  a quarter  of  a century,  and 
where  do  you  find  a single  man  who  ever  looked  at 
the  condition  of  things  that  now  exist?  Yet  they, 
I am  inclined  to  suppose,  were  as  wise  as  we.  I 
ask  those  who  are  so  very  ready  to  enter  into  mutual 
obligations,  which  are  to  be  irrevocable  through  all 
future  time,  whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  whether 
in  prosperity  or  the  deepest  distress,  if  they  be- 
lieve that  they  are  so  wise  as  to  be  able  to  foresee 
all  that  will  happen,  and  how  such  an  arrangement 
will  certainly  bear  upon  events  not  yet  present?  If 
they  tell  me  they  are,  then  I bow  to  them  as  prophets 
indued,  from  above  with  knowledge  and  foresight 
such  as  does  not  fall  to  the  ordinary  lot  of  humanity. 
For  my  humble  self,  who  claim  no  such  high  prero- 
gative, 1 must  object  to  that  feature  of  perpetuity. 
We  are  binding  ourselves,  blindfolded,  without 
knowing  what  circumstances  will  arise  or  what  will 
be  the  future  conduct  of  these  states,  in  relation  to 
the  contract  their  representatives  are  now  so  ready 
to  make.  Nor  can  we  anticipate  what  may  be  our 
own  necessities.  I object  to  entering  into  an  irrevo- 
cable bond  of  this  description.  Let  us  pass  such 
laws  in  relation  to  this  public  land  that  we  may 
reach  it  when  justice,  policy,  necessity  may  de- 
mand. Let  us  place  the  subject  so  that  we,  or 
those  w ho  follow  us,  can  lay  our  hands  upon  it — 
so  that  we  and  they  may  look  round,  may  see 
wdiat  our  condition  is — may  measure  all  our  duties 
and  obligations,  and  then  decide  according  to  the 
existing  state  of  things  a!  the  moment  of  our  or  their 
action. 

I object,  again,  to  the  want  of  power  in  this  go- 
vernment to  enforce  the  provisions  of  its  own  bar- 
gain, if  this  is  to  be  the  bargain.  Look  at  the 
filth  clause  of  this  amendment,  and  see  how  you  are 
to  enforce  it.  On  the  principles  of  this  union  and 
under  the  powers  granted  you  by  the  constitution, 
you  cannot  do  it. 

And  here  I may  notice  another  item,  though  it  is 
a small  one,  in  the  details  ol  the  scheme.  I refer 
to  the  cession  here  proposed  to  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see. I do  not  know  enough  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  to  judge  for  what  reason  this  direct  grant  is 
to  be  made  to  that  one  state.  She  is  not  here  placed 
upon  the  same  ground  with  other  states,  but  stands 
as  an  exception  among  them.  There  may  be  good 
reasons  for  this;  but  I am,  for  the  present,  incompe- 
tent to  conceive  on  what  just  ground  a provision 
like  this  can  rest. 

But  my  chief  objection  to  this  amendment  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  it.  It  has  regard  to  the  basis 
on  which  the  whole  rests.  I oppose  it  as  a cession 
of  the  properly  of  this  nation.  What  is  that  proper- 
ty? It  is  an  inheritance  in  land,  wider  in  its  pxtent 
than  the  widest  limits  of  the  Roman  empire;  an  in- 
heritance almost  equal  to  those  far  spreading  lands 
which  British  rapacity  and  power  have  been  able  to 
obtain  for  her  in  this  the  height  of  her  glory  and 
dominion.  Need  I say  that  such  an  inheritance  is 
valuable?  How  came  you  possessed  of  it?  Where 
did  you  get  it  from,  that  you  have  the  right  to  give 
it  away?  How  did  you  get  it,  that  you  may  deal 
with  it  as  a bounty  to  one  class  of  slates,  and  ex- 
clude another  part  from  its  possession?  When  those 
who  represented  the  American  colonies  proclaimed 
them  to  be  independent  of  the  British  crown,  they 
looked,  one  and  all,  to  the  crown  lands  as  being  suffi- 
cient eventually  to  relieve  them  under  the  burden  of 


THE  PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 


the  struggle.  These  lands  were  to  pay  the  revolution- 
ary debl,  so  that  the  colonies  might  come  out  of  the 
great  contest  free  from  povei  tv  and  suffering.  There 
was  not  one  of  the  colonies  but  looked  to  this  source 
for  relief.  Hear  what  Maryland  lias  said.  Listen 
to  what  New  Jersey  said  when  the  articles  ol  con- 
federation were  presented  to  her.  She  was  not 
wanting  in  spirit  or  in  love  of  liberty.  She  well 
knew  that  she  was  to  be  the  Flanders,  the  battle 
ground  of  the  revolution;  that  her  property  must  be 
wrecked  in  the  storm;  and  though  she  might  come 
out  victorious,  and  even  rich  in  glory,  she  must 
be  hopelessly  poor  in  other  respects.  She  therefore 
made  her  appeal  to  her  sister  colonies,  demanding 
that,  while  others  became  possessed  of  immense 
wealth  in  these  lands,  and  while  her  blood  mingled 
with  theirs,  and  was  poured  out  in  streams  on  many 
a battle  field  fought  in  the  common  cause,  she  should 
not  be  left  alone  in  poverty  and  distress,  while  they 
were  proud  and  powerful.  Her  appeal  was  listened 
to,  and  one  of  the  grounds  of  the  cession  ol  these 
lands  to  the  United  States  was  that  very  appeal. 
As  one  of  her  representatives  on  this  floor,  1 have 
not  forgotten  enough  of  all  I have  heard  from  my 
elders  of  the  sufferings  she  endured  in  those  days, 
to  be  willing  here  to  surrender  what,  in  the  crisis  of 
her  trial,  she  demanded  as  her  due,  and  what  was 
freely  yielded  to  the  justice  of  her  demand.  The 
whole  of  these  lands  were  relieved  by  the  revolu- 
tion from  the  claims  of  the  British  crown,  and  they 
became  the  common  property  of  this  nation  by  w hat 
has  here  been  called  the  “generous”  surrender  of 
Virginia  and  other  stales.  I would  rather  call  it 
theiryusl  surrender  to  the  equal  rights  of  an  equal 
suffering  and  an  equal  triumph.  I think  I do  more 
honor  to  Virginia  and  those  other  states  in  saying 
that  they  believed  it  to  be  just,  than  in  putting  the 
act  on  any  other  ground — of  magnanimity,  libera- 
lity, or  self  denial.  A generous  act  it  was,  but  its 
justice  was  its  highest  encomium.  The  land  came 
into  our  possession  as  a common  fund,  for  the  com- 
mon use  and  benefit;  and  I stop  not  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  transaction  was  financial  or  otherwise. 
Discuss  that  point  as  you  may,  it  will  come  to  this 
at  last,  that  whether  the  cession  was  made  on  grounds 
of  finance  alone,  or  with  a view  to  what  the  history 
of  our  war  required  and  justice  demanded,  and  to 
sustain  our  republican  government,  our  civil  liber- 
ties, and  thereby  to  preserve  the  hope  of  human 
liberty,  it  will  be  found  of  little  consequence.  I 
care  not.  In  every  aspect,  these  lands  became  the 
common  property  of  the  union  for  the  common  use 
and  benefit  of  all  the  states.  It  has  always  been  so 
managed,  and  so  regarded.  During  the  early  his- 
tory ot  the  government,  it  was  never  looked  at  in 
any  other  light.  Search  our  history  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  you  will  find  that  all  this  doctiine  about 
surrendering  it  to  a few  of  the  states  is  a notion  of 
very  modern  growth.  It  is  not  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury old,  and  I think  we  are  becoming  wise  a little 
too  fast,  and  that  we  are  taught  these  lessons  of  wis- 
dom bj’  states  then  unknown  and  unborn.  The 
men  W’ho  compose  them  were  infants  in  their  mo- 
thers’ arms,  or  brothers  and  sons  of  those  whom 
they  would  now  deprive  of  their  inheritance.  The 
oldest  of  them  had  not  learned  to  read  when  this 
Virginia  grant  was  made,  who  now  stand  here  to 
teach  us  that  the  public  domain  is  no  longer  to  be 
regarded  as  common  property,  held  for  the  common 
use.  I prefer  to  take  lessons,  on  such  a subject,  lionr 
those  who  were  themselves  in  the  struggle  which 
pm  chased  them,  and  formed  the  compact;  of  those 
who  knew  their  rights,  and  were  willing  to  deal 
equally  and  justly.  They  knew  the  grounds  on 
which  they  proceeded;  they  prepared  and  exhibited 
to  the  world  the  principles  they  held  and  I am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  they  were  at  least  as  patrio- 
tic in  their  views  and  opinions  as  those  who  stand 
in  a position  where  locul  interests  and  state  pride 
have  their  full  operation  on  the  conclusions  of  the 
mind. 

But  the  idea  that  we  are,  either  by  this  cession  or 
by  pre-emption  laws,  to  take  away  the  inheiitance 
of  the  old  states,  has  coupled  w ith  it  another  objec- 
tionable fealure.  The  land  belongs  to  all  the  states 
in  fee  simple.  But  suppose  it  did  not,  and  that  it 
had  been  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
settle  on  it  without  pretence  of  law,  I ask,  how  has 
it  been  paid  for?  You  will  find,  when  you  look  into 
the  actual  state  of  facts  on  that  subject,  (I  do  not 
refer  to  the  Indian  way  of  estimating  the  value  of 
the  land  I — you  w ill  find  that,  reckoning  the  money 
paid  for  Louisiana  and  Florida,  together  with  the 
expenditures  under  the  existing  land  system,  150 
millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  out  of  the  treasu- 
ry, w'hile  but  108  millions  have  as  vet  returned  into 
it.  The  lands  are  debtor  to  the  United  Slates— to 
the  old  states — to  the  amount  of  40  millions  of  dol- 
lars. And  yet  we  must  now  surrender  the  whole; 
we  must  forget  the  blood  which  has  been  shed,  and 
all  the  sufferings  which  were  endured,  to  earn  this 
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land,  and  give  it  away  to  all  who  choose  to  come 
and  claim  it.  Is  this  just?  Is  it  right?  Take  as 
an  example  the  case  of  the  state  of  Arkansas;  and  I 
take  that  state  only  because  site  furnishes  a striking 
illustration  of  the  nature  of  this  measure.  Louisi- 
ana cost  us,  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent expenses  of  interest  and  otherwise,  some  23 
or  24  millions.  Indeed,  if  the  account  were  accu- 
rately stated,  with  the  interest,  its  cost  would 
amount  to  little  if  any  short  of  30  millions.  This 
money  was  paid  for  the  territory,  without  regard  to 
the  public  lands  already  bought;  and  bought,  too, 
at  the  most  precious  price  ever  paid  in  human  his- 
tory. Now,  what  is  the  state  of  this  purchase?  It 
is  said  by  some  that  the  lands  in  Arkansas — a part 
of  this  territory — are  in  value  one-fourth  part  of  the 
whole;  but  I suppose  that  estimate  is  quite  too  low. 

[Mr.  Sevier.  Yes;  it  should  have  been  one- 
half.] 

It  may  be  so.  I care  not.  Put  it  at  even  one- 
fourth.  The  people  of  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  paid  their 
lull  proportion  for  the  whole.  Say,  for  Arkansas 
some  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dollars.  What  then? 
They  have  received  back,  from  sales  of  lands  in 
Arkansas,  only  $3,110,000.  And  now,  what  do 
these,  our  good  friends,  so  very  modestly  tell  us? 
It  is  true  you  have  not  got  back  more  than  three 
millions  of  your  ten,  but  you  must  give  up  the  ba- 
lance to  us.  I think  they  might,  without  pretence 
to  much  moderation,  at  least  wait  till  all  we  have 
paid  out  is  returned  to  our  pockets  before  they  ask 
us  to  give  up  to  them  the  whole  estate. 

This  is  a striking  fact  as  to  one  state,  but  it  ap- 
plies, in  all  its  force,  to  many  other  portions  of  (he 
western  states,  as  well  as  to  the  lands  of  Louisiana. 
I have  paid  ten  millions  for  a plantation;  you  go 
into  possession  of  it;  I get  three  millions  of  my 
money  back,  and  you  then  say,  give  up  the  whole 
to  me.  I ask  again,  is  this  just?  But  you  answer, 
my  pride,  my  delicate  sense  of  honor,  forbids  me  to 
submit  to  you;  I can’t  think  of  it.  I ask,  I de- 
mand, the  surrender  of  the  entire  estate;  and  if  you 
do  not  give  up  to  me  now,  in  a very  few  years  I 
shall  be  strong  enough  and  1 will  take  it  from  you. 
Is  it  possible  that  we  can  consent  to  principles  like 
these  as  the  principles  of  a common  union  among 
independent  states?  I think  not.  I hope  not. 

I have  called  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the 
case  of  Iowa,  Wiskonsan  and  Floiida.  What  is 
Florida — for  which  we  paid  five  millions  of  dollars? 
Florida,  as  wre  all  remember,  knocked  at  your  door 
but  a year  ago,  pretty  unfortunately,  for  admission 
into  the  union.  How  much  have  you  received  from 
Florida?  Will  any  gentleman  tell  me?  Yet  you 
are  here,  by  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment, to  give  her  all  the  land  within  her  limits.  If 
you  are  to  give  to  one  state  or  territory,  you  must 
give  to  all.  There  must  not  be  a handsbreadth  of 
difference  in  the  benefits  you  confer  on  the  different 
territories  and  states  of  the  confederacy.  The  large 
states,  perhaps,  may  not  feel  satisfied  to  be  treated 
on  a level  with  the  small  ones;  but  I hope  I shall 
not  be  thought  absurd  in  maintaining  that,  as  to  all 
favors,  the  states  and  territories  are  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  level.  I can  know'  no  difference  between 
them.  I w ill  neverconsentto  treat  some  as  higher, 
and  others  as  lower.  Whatever -you  grant  to  one 
vou  must  grant  to  the  others.  On  the  principles  in 
this  amendment,  the  old  states — worthless  old  bo- 
dies, I grant,  but  they  wore  through  the  struggle  of 
the  revolution — are  to  lose  their  rights  in  the  com- 
mon domain,  that  they  may  be  given  away  to  the 
young  states  since  born.  Experience  often  teaches 
us  that  the  young  frequently  take  pride,  and  are  a 
little  too  apt  to  tread  upon  the  heels  of  those  who 
go  before  them. 

It  is  perfectly  apparent,  as  it  seems  to  me,  that 
this  cession  proposed  by  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun  ) leads  to  the  results  I have 
indicated,  as  absolutely  inevitable,  especially  w hen 
connected  with  your  pre-emption  principles.  You 
authorise  citizens,  virtuous,  useful  and  patriotic,  or 
otherw  ise,  or  aliens,  unknown  to  your  constitution 
and  laws,  who  may  readily  be  collected  by  money 
and  power  for  dangerous  purposes,  to  go  upon  your 
territory,  and  60,000  of  them  may  demand  to  be 
placed  on  an  equality  with  old  Virginia,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Connecticut,  and  New  Jersey;  and 
when  the  demand,  which  you  cannot  deny,  is  grant- 
ed, they  must  possess  the  whole  land,  own  it  in  their 
own  right,  pay  you  if  they  please,  but,  whether 
they  do  or  not,  enforce  from  you  the  defence  of 
them  and  their  lands,  whether  they  keep  any  part 
of  their  bargain  or  not.  My  feelings  rebel  against 
every  portion  of  the  scheme.  My  judgment  can 
find  no  apology  for  it.  It  breaks  up  the  very  fnunda 
tions  of  our  rights,  and  disorganizes  the  action  of 
our  system  of  government. 

I wish  1 could  add  the  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment for  Indian  wars,  and  the  portions  of  country 


for  whom  they  were  made.  It  has  been,  however, 
for  the  people  of  the  west — for  these  new  states. 
But,  sav  gentlemen,  ought  not  those  people  to  be 
protected?  Unquestionably.  When  did  the  old 
states  hesitate  to  furnish  men  and  arms  at  the  first 
note  of  western  danger?  Pressed  down  as  those 
states  say  they  are,  let  them  at  least  remember  that 
not  one  dollar  of  the  amount  has  ever  been  expend- 
ed lor  the  protection  of  the  territory  of  the  old  states. 

I beg  them  to  remember  also  that,  of  this  amount 
lor  Indian  wars,  New  Jersey  and  the  other  old  states 
have  paid  their  full  share.  Has  there  been  a hos- 
tile Indian  on  the  soil  of  New  Jersey?  Was  the 
money  expended  to  save  Aercilizens  from  massacre? 
No,  no;  she  paid  her  share  on  the  principle  that, 
when  any  portion  of  the  union  is  endangered,  mil- 
lions of  stout  hearts  should  be  prepared  to  bleed, 
and  twice  the  number  of  sturdy  hands  ready  to 
strike  in  its  defence.  1 affirm  that  there  has  not 
been  an  hour  when  the  rights  of  our  western  bre- 
thren were  neglected,  or  a vote  which  forgot  their 
claims  to  our  sympathy.  And  if  money  was  paid 
at  any  time  for  the  defences  of  the  old  states,  they 
W'ere  equally  for  the  ultimate  protection  of  the  new, 
and  paid  in  much  greater  proportion  by  the  old  than 
the  new  states. 

On  this  point  of  general  defence,  the  senator  from 
Missouri  (Mr.  Linn)  would  apply  the  proceeds  of 
these  lands  for  the  support  and  increase  of  the  navy, 
and  seems  to  take  merit  from  the  idea  that  this  is 
most  for  our  protection.  And  what  interest  have 
the  states  on  the  seabord  in  the  augmentation  and 
maintenance  of  a navy,  which  the  western  states 
have  not  in  an  equal,  if  not  a greater,  degree?  If  I 
were  called  upon  to  say  what  part  of  the  union  is 
most  interested  in  our  gallant  little  navy,  and  in 
making  it  all  that  patriotism  can  demand  that  it 
should  be,  I would  point  to  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; every  portion  of  w'hich  can  be  reached  in 
its  vital  interests  by  any  naval  power  greater  than 
our  own.  More  interests  depend  on  the  outlet  of 
western  commerce  at  the  mouth  of  Ihe  Mississippi 
than  on  any,  I had  almost  said  all  the  ports  of  the 
Allantic  seabord.  Hence  the  value  of  your  Key 
West  station  and  perhaps  other  stations  which  should 
years  ago  have  been  fortified  and  furnished  for  the 
protection  and  relief  of  the  navy  when  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  that  great  western  commercial  empo- 
rium, the  outlet  of  the  wealth — the  security  of  the 
interests  of  the  great  valley. 

1 rejoice  in  the  proposition,  because  it  seems  to 
be  a waking  up  to  their  true  interests  in  the  west, 
after  a long,  long  sleep  I remember  when,  in 
another  station,  I urged,  with  a zeal  which  was  re- 
garded as  importunate,  the  increase  of  the  navy,  and 
the  protection  of  every  interest  on  the  borders  or 
connected  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  I met  dim  eyes 
and  heavy  ears,  and  had  for  my  reward,  often,  too 
often,  the  noes  of  friends  and  the  scorn  and  sneers  of 
opponents.  Times  are  changing.  Our  navy  may 
now  look  to  more  of  justice  and  encouragement. — 
Our  stiipes  and  stars,  around  which— whether  in  the 
breeze  or  the  battle — so  many  affections  of  the  pa- 
triot’s heart  cluster,  and  which,  in  the  calm  and  in 
the  storm,  when  peace  demanded  only  their  coun- 
tenance, or  wai  their  power  and  vengeance,  have 
steadily,  and  without  change  of  course,  borne  on- 
ward the  rights,  the  honor,  the  glory,  not  of  our 
land  only,  but  of  liberty  and  free  institutions — these 
stripes  and  these  stars  have  promise  of  good;  let  it 
cotne,  let  it  come. 

But  still,  I may  not,  I cannot,  adopt  this  proposi- 
tion. The  ocean  should  forever  be  our  battle 
ground.  Our  soil  should  be  untrodden  by  a foe- 
man’s  foot.  Our  navy,  the  bulwarks  of  our  defence 
w hich  float  upon  the  waves,  should  look  for  suste- 
nance and  power  to  no  one  of  our  separate  and  dis- 
tinct resources.  They  have  a right  to  demand 
them  all,  if  all  be  necessary;  and  until  they  are  so, 
I cannot  agree,  deeply  as  I love  them,  to  set  apart 
a particular,  separate  fund,  and  especially  this  fund 
to  their  support.  Long  and  ardently  as  I have 
struggled  for  them,  I would  not  let  them — no,  nor 
any  other  great  and  commanding  interest — rest  on 
one,  and  especially  this  one,  of  our  sources  for  re- 
venue and  expenditure.  I would  not  consent  to 
put  Ihe  maintenance  of  this  arm  of  our  defence,  or 
jeopard  it;  by  resting  on  any  one  interest  orresource 
in  the  republic.  I would  put  it  on  the  general  trea- 
sury; ami  I would  demand  lor  it  what  should  cause 
the  stars  and  stripes,  its  flag,  to  w’ave  in  that  con- 
scious independence  of  which  it  is  the  emblem. — 
Why  should  we  devote  this  specific  revenue  to  that 
object?  It  was  purchased  by  the  states — by  the  re- 
volution accomplished  by  the  states.  It  was  devot- 
ed to  them  for  their  relief.  They  have  paid  the 
debt  of  the  revolution  almost  without  its  aid,  but 
they  have  a right  to  have  the  balance,  the  remain- 
der, to  restore  what  they  have  expended,  to  meet 
their  wants,  to  promote  their  prosperity.  If  they 
choose  to  surrender  it,  I cannot  aid  in  that  surren- 


der. If  New  Jersey  is  prepared  for  it,  she  ought  to 
find  some  other  agent  to  be  her  instrument  in  the 
sacrifice. 

There  is  another  point  which  I ought  to  suggest. 
We  have  bought  from  the  Indians  about  lour  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  millions  of  acres;  we  have  paid 
about  eighty-five  millions  of  dollars  for  them,  of 
which  we  have  got  back  only  about  forty- five  mil- 
lions. Yet  we  are  to  give  up  what  we  have  pur- 
chased before  our  expenditure  is  returned. — 
Throughout  this  whole  land  scheme,  I perceive  this 
one  leading,  one  controlling  idea.  Although,  as 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  all  the  states, 
we  are  still  out  of  pocket;  though  we  have  paid  out 
enormous  sums  which  have  never  been  returned  to 
us,  yet  we  are  to  surrender  every  acre  we  hold  to  a 
few  of  the  states,  who  have  paid  very  little  of  the 
whole  amount.  T vventy-3ix  have  purchased  an  es- 
tate; nine,  who  have  paid  the  smallest  share,  say, 
give  the  whole  of  it  to  us,  on  our  own  terms.  What 
right,  I ask,  have  you  to  do  any  such  thing?  Where 
is  the  principle  of  common  union  in  such  a demand? 

But  we  are  told  that  those  states  have  already 
paid  enormous  sums  into  the  treasury;  and  the  ar- 
gument is,  that  the  balance  should  go  to  them,  on 
such  terms  as  may  best  suit  them.  How  have  these 
sums  been  paid?  The  lands  within  their  limits,  be- 
longing not  to  them,  but  to  the  nation,  have  been  sold, 
and  the  money  received  has  come  to  the  nation,  as 
Ihe  proceeds  of  its  own  property.  Those  states 
have  paiil  nothing  but  as  purchasers — purchasers  of 
lands  which  have  made  them  rich,  as  their  rapidly 
growing  population  and  comfort  abundantly  prove. 
Are  the  sellers,  under  such  circumstances,' URder 
heavy  obligations  to  such  purchasers  for  additional 
acts  of  liberality?  But  who  paid  this  money?  Did 
the  people  of  the  new  states?  They  had  no  people 
to  purchase  or  pay.  A part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  old  states,  taking  their  resources  from  the  old 
slates,  and  making  purchases,  thus  became  citizens 
of  the  new.  The  sums  paid  into  your  treasury  were 
paid  by  the  old  states — by  their  citizens — out  of 
their  means.  Those  who  chose  to  desert  them,  to 
seek  new  homes  and  higher  prosperity,  ought  not 
now  to  turn  back  to  the  ancient  domicils  cf  their 
parentage  and  birth,  and  utter  reproaches  because 
they  are  not  permitted  to  take  tor  nothing,  or  on 
their  own  terms,  all  that  remains  vacant  and  uncul- 
tivated of  the  inheritance  of  those  they  left  behind. 
Look  over  this  chamber.  I believe  you  will  find 
some  sixteen  or  eighteen  senators  who  were  born 
in  the  old  stales;  some  of  them,  perhaps,  now  with 
princely  possessions;  wilh  an  average,  at  least,  of 
wealth  beyond  those  who  are  here  from  the  sea- 
bord. How  came  they  here  and  thus?  They  left 
their  relations,  took  their  means,  sought  fame  and 
prosperity,  and  found  them  in  a country  apt  to  fur- 
nish such  results.  But  is  it  quite  benevolent  or 
just  for  them  or  others,  the  partakers  of  a like  des- 
tiny, to  seek  to  deprive  those  they  left  behind,  of 
their  own  blood,  and,  in  a less  enviable  condition, 
of  their  share  in  the  common  inheritance?  Let  me 
suppose  a case,  arid  use  the  pronoun  I.  I have  a 
brother.  We  inherit  a few  acres  of  worn-out  land 
in  a narrow  state.  We  have  also  a common  pro- 
perty in  the  west — a property  from  which  we  derive 
an  income.  T choose  to  remain  and  manage  my 
share  of  the  paternal  estate,  to  let  the  incense  still 
burn  on  the  family  allar,  and  meet,  as  I may,  the 
destiny  of  the  family  hearthstone.  He  chooses  to 
part  with  his  portion — take  its  proceeds,  and  adven- 
ture to  our  western  property.  He  does  so.  And 
the  moment  he  arrives  and  pays  the  required  sum, 
to  have  a part  set  off  to  his  exclusive  use — he  tells 
me  that  he  has  a right  to  my  share  also — that  he  is  a 
pioneer — that  he  has  encountered  the  perils  of  the 
wilderness — that  he  has  merits  far  beyond  mine — 
that  I must  yield  to  him— and  if  I do  not,  he  either 
has  or  soon  will  have  the  strength  to  take  what  he 
claims — and  he  will  take  that  which  is  mine — mine 
by  the  sacrifice  of  revolutionary  blood — mine  by  the 
dearest  price  which  human  nature  can  pay — mine 
by  the  compacts  and  covenants  of  the  revolutionary 
hour.  He  may  succeed — but  if  he  does,  it  is  the 
triumph  of  unlicensed  power  over  right  and  justice. 

But  I deny  the  authority  in  another  aspect.  How 
do  congress  hold  these  lands?  and  what  is  yoilr  au- 
thority over  them?  We  do  not  own  these  lands 

We  only  represent  those  who  do.  We  are  the  trus- 
tees for  their  management.  Can  a trustee,  at  his 
pleasure,  part  with  the  trust  fund,  and  pul  it  out  of 
his  hands,  and  either  give  it  or  confide  its  manage- 
ment to  another?  Are  we  any  thing  more  or  less 
than  trustees?  Congress,  it  is  true,  must,  under  tho 
constitution,  determine  on  the  disposition  of  the  land; 
but  they  do  it  in  their  relation  to  a trust  fund. — 
Have  we  any  power  to  part  with  the  fund?  Where 
is  such  power  given  to  us?  And  where,  too,  is  that 
other  principle  which  is  involved  in  the  amendment 
— the  power  to  appoint  trustees  of  our  own  choice, 
under  ourselves?  In  what  court  of  equity,  in  what 
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court  of  honor,  in  what  heart,  can  such  a doctrine  1 
find  its  sanction?  You  have  been  appointed  a trus-  . 
tee,  and,  without  any  authority  from  your  princi- 
pal, you  are  to  hand  over  your  trust  to  another. — i 
Such  an  act  would  be  denounced  in  every  court  as 
a violation  both  of  honesty  and  honor. 

Disputants  may  debate  about  terms  and  expres- 
sions. They  may  reason  about  the  effects  of  changes 
from  the  old  confederation  and  the  old  congress,  to 
the  new  and  existing  government.  But  are  we  not,  i 
by  these  changes,  which  have  been  made  by  those 
for  whom  the  {rust  is  held,  put  in  the  place  and  stead 
of  those  w ho  first  received  the  trust!  Does  not  this 
government  represent,  and  by  their  will  and  their 
command,  those  in  whom  they  first  confided?  Is  it 
not,  with  a mere  change  of  form  and  name,  the  same 
trustee?  Do  not  all  the  original  responsibilities  and 
duties  rest  upon  us,  in  all  their  force?  And  can 
we  avoid  them,  without  quibbles,  unworthy  of  an 
advocate,  in  the  humblest  tribunal?  No,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, we  stand  here,  in  possession  of  the  trust  pro- 
perty, bound  to  execute  it — to  execute  it  faithfully, 
according  to  the  original  purposes  to  which  it  was 
devoted.  There  is  not  an  honest  and  intelligent 
chancery  on  earth,  which,  if  it  could  reach  us; 
would  not  compel  us  to  discharge  our  duty. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  how,  then,  are  you  to  divide 
and  distribute  that  fund?  I shall  not  enter  at  this 
moment  into  a discussion  of  that  part  of  the  subject, 
but  will  remark  that  the  persons  among  whom  we 
propose  to  divide  the  inheritance  are  the  very  per- 
sons from  whom  we  have  received  the  trust,  who 
own  and  are  competent  lo  decide  for  themselves  on 
their  interests.  They  are  competent  to  receive  it. 
They  are  the  ow  ners;  we  are  trustees.  If  they  say 
to  us,  keep  the  title,  but  divide  the  proceeds  among 
us.  and  we  obey  their  mandate,  is  there  any  viola- 
tion of  justice  or  law  in  such  a division?  It  is  the 
only  mode  by  which  we  can  effect  the  just  applica 
tiori  of  a common  fund.  Graduation  and  pre-emp- 
tion apply  the  fund  only  to  a few  of  the  owners — 
not  equally  among  them  all.  But  when  you  distri- 
bute the  proceeds  you  can  do  exact  and  equal  jus- 
tice to  all  and  to  every  part  of  the  union.  I can  see 
nothing  either  in  the*  law  or  in  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, or  the  principle  of  justice,  which  forbids  me 
to  adopt  the  measure.  So  far  from  it,  I think  I see 
in  it  the  only  and  last  hope  of  those  who  made  the 
purchase  to  receive  one  dollar  of  their  money.  If 
you  w ill  not  agree  to  distribute  the  proceeds,  they 
must  buy  their  account  to  lose  the  whole.  What 
hope  can  New  Jersey,  or  Connecticut,  or  Rhode  Is- 
land entertain  of  receiving  any  return  for  the  mil- 
lions they  have  paid,  and  all  the  labor  they  have 
bestowtd  to  earn  this  rich  inheritance?  None;  none. 
And  if  you  go  on  with  your  pre-emption  bills,  and 
your  graduation  bills,  and  your  cession  bills,  till 
you  have  parted  with  the  last  acre  out  of  your  pos- 
session, then  will  have  been  accomplished  before 
the  civilized  world  a grand  exhibition  of  the  justice 
of  republican  communities.  After  the  country  has 
united  in  an  arduous  and  agonizing  struggle  for 
national  independence,  and  poured  out  its  blood 
like  water,  and  secured  for  those  to  come  after  them 
a rich  inheritance  of  free  principles  and  social  hap- 
piness, one  of  the  great  prizes  which  they  won  is 
seized  and  ravished  from  the  possession  of  those 
who  gained  it,  and  who  suffered  for  it.  Is  this  your 
republican  justice? 

But  we  are  told  that  this  domain  is  a subject  of 
constant  difficulty  in  the  transaction  of  our  public 
business — that  it  is  a prize  to  be  fought  for — a stake 
for  which  political  gamblers  will  always  be  con- 
tending— and  that,  if  we  would  have  any  peace.it 
must  be  removed  from  our  control.  That  these 
lands  will  always  be  held  out  as  a bribe  by  the  am- 
bitious wherewith  to  obtain  pow  er;  that  we  do  not 
possess  sufficient  firmness  and  virtue  to  resist;  and 
that  such  a bid  will  be  made  for  votes,  through  the 
promise  ol  this  vast  territory,  as  must  disturb  all  the 
future  regular  action  of  the  government.  It  may 
be  so.  But  I think  that,  if  there  have  been  bids 
made,  the  bids  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  C.)  far  outstrips  the  whole  of  them — and  I 
hope  no  future  dealer  in  the  commodity  will  be  able 
to  equal  him.  But  is  it  so?  That  congress  cannot 
perform  its  regular  legislative  duty  on  account  of 
the  immense  prize  which  the  public  domain  holds 
out  to  ambitious  men  and  to  parties  within  its  halls? 
I am  reluctant  to  believe  it.  But  if  it  be  true,  by 
whom  is  the  bribe  offered?  and  on  whom  does  it  act? 
It  must  be  offered  by  the  new  states,  or  by  those 
who  court  their  favor.  They  have  the  lands  w ithin 
their  limits.  Their  politicans  can  make  bids,  but 
those  from  the  old  states  cannot  so  well  do  it,  with- 
out the  desperate  hazard  which  ambition  is,  some- 
times, mad  enough  to  encounter. 

When  I hear  gentlemen  say  that  there  is  a poli- 
tical game  to  be  played  by  means  of  the  public 
lands,  what  am  I to  understand  but  that  the  new 
states  hold  a great  prize,  and  that  they  can  offer  it 


to  urichastened  ambition,  if  it  gratify  their  wishes. 
A political  game?  Where?  Where  does  it  operate? 
Not,  surely,  on  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  I do  not  believe  the  public  lands,  if  they 
were  worth  ten  times  as  much,  could  bribe  the 
American  people  to  give  their  suff  rages  in  any  quar- 
ter which  their  judgments  and  their  hearts  do  not 
approve.  One  thing  I know,  that  no  aspirant  for 
power  or  place  can  purchase  the  votes  ol  New  Jer- 
sey at  any  such  pi  ice.  How  it  may  be  with  others, 

I can  only  judge  by  what  I see  of  the  virtue  and 
consistency  of  those  who  represent  them — and  by 
their  conduct. 

In  connexion  with  this  idea  of  our  conupti  bilily, 
by  means  of  the  public  lands,  it  occurs  to  me  that 
another  suggestion  is  worthy  of  some  notice.  It 
comes,  however,  fiom  a different  quarter,  and  is  sub- 
ject to  another  constiuction.  It  is  this,  that  our 
political  affairs  have  been  matter  of  slock  speculation 
on  the  exchange  of  London.  The  inference — if  any 
inference  is  intended  to  be  drawn — must  be,  that 
London  stock-jobbers  and  London  capitalists  have 
some  connexion  with  the  party  opposed  to  the  ex- 
isting administration,  and  have  had  some  influence 
in  the  recent  election,  and  must  have  some  in  ils 
future  results  and  effects.  And  the  administration 
— the  executive — by  its  acknowledged  organ,  an- 
nounces such  to  be  their  true  opinion;  an  organ  on 
which  it  seems  more  to  rely  than  on  any  and  all 
other  means  and  instruments  of  defence — pride 
themselves  as  these  means  and  instruments  may. — 
Now,  to  me,  this  is  a marvellous  idea;  suited,  in- 
deed, to  the  sense  of  right  and  wrong  of  any  editor, 
sold,  soul  and  body,  to  his  party;  but  reckless  of 
every  consequence  save  one — success.  But,  when 
offered  on  this  floor,  it  should  be  sustained  by  evi- 
dence, which  might  at  least  afford  an  apology  lor 
asserting  a fact  which,  if  true,  inflicts  unending  de- 
gradation upon  our  country.  So  far  as  relates  to 
the  late  election,  I have  said  that  I could  not,  here, 
and  on  this  occasion,  discuss  it.  I have  proved 
that,  at  other  times  and  other  places,  I was  not  slow, 
however  inexpert,  to  seize  and  wield  the  weapons 
of  political  strife.  But  other  mailers  claim  our  at- 
tention— far  higher,  both  to  my  own  state  and  the 
union,  than  the  temporary  possession  of  executive 
power, or  the  triumphs  of  the  hour  to  a party.  But 
the  character  of  the  country,  the  virtue  and  inte- 
grity of  our  widespread  people,  require  that  sug- 
gestions, coming  with  the  pomp  of  authority  and 
the  confidence  of  influence,  and  which  must,  how 
ever  they  may  be  intended,  affect  the  future  action 
of  the  nation,  should  demand  at  least  an  inquiry  as 
to  the  foundation  on  which  they  rest. 

I ask  then  for  the  evidence.  What  is  it?  So  far 
as  yet  developed,  a banking  house  in  London  has 
written  a tetter,  and  articles  in  newspapers  and  re- 
views, and  perhaps  some  books,  have  been  publish- 
ed in  London.  When,  and  in  what  case,  has  it  been 
established  that  this  was  the  proper  evidence  by 
which  to  try  the  character  of  our  parties,  or  the 
character  and  motives  of  our  people?  Since  when 
have  opinions,  emanating  Irom  that  source,  been  so 
much  in  favor  as  to  be  considered  conclusive  on  such 
a point?  Sir,  we  are  changing  rapidly;  banks  and 
banking  houses  abroad  are  now  regarded  as  good 
guides  in  estimating  the  character  of  our  parties 
and  people. 

But  who  is  this  banking-house?  What  opinions 
have  they  expressed?  What  gives  to  theiropinions 
such  weight?  How  were  they  induced  to  say  any 
thing  on  such  a subject?  I understand  them  to  be 
an  ordinary  banking-house  in  London,  (Huth  & 
Co.)— dealers  in  stocks  and  money — one  of  the 
firm  being  for  the  time  a director  in  the  Bank  of 
England.  They  have  no  peculiar  knowledge  of  11s, 
nor  connexion  with  us;  nor  capacity  to  judge  of  us 
or  of  our  interests,  characters,  or  motives.  I do  not 
know  that  they  have  the  slightest  connexion  in 
feeling  or  interest  w ith  the  whig  party — though  it 
would  seem  that  they  have  w ith  a portion,  and  that 
not  an  unimportant  one.  of  the  supporters  of  the 
present  administration.  What  induced  them  to  give 
an  opinion?  The  state  of  Missouri  choose  to  issue 
certain  stock,  or  obligations,  which  rested  upon  the 
responsibility  of  that  state,  and  by  which  money 
was  to  be  raised  to  be  used  in  the  state.  She  choose 
to  send,  or  to  permit  to  be  sent,  some  of  this  stock 
— this  state  security — to  London  to  pass  it  off'  and 
get  the  money  which  was  needed.  Her  agent,  I 
presume,  sought  the  company,  and  not  the  compa- 
ny him,  and  the  company  was  induced  to  manage 
the  securities  for  the  state,  and  sell  them  or  other- 
wise procure  the  money.  In  all  this  what  had  the 
w hig  party  or  the  majority  of  the  people  to  do? — 
They  surely  did  not  control  Missouri  while  the  se- 
nator was  so  commanding  in  his  influence.  They 
did  not  send  the  securities  to  London.  They  did 
not  select  the  agent  there.  And  if  that  agent — the 
agent  of  an  administration  state  arid  administration 
interests,  has  expressed  opinions,  it  does  not  seem 


to  accord  very  well  with  fairness  and  justice,  to 
bind  us  or  the  people  of  the  country  by  them.  It 
would  be  as  fair  and  as  just  to  receive  as  binding 
the  allegations  and  opinions  ol  the  representative 
of  that  state,  her  senator  here,  as  conclusive.  I 
should  hardly  be  willing  to  place  the  evidence  of 
the  agent  in  London  above  that  of  the  selected  re- 
presentative of  the  state  in  Washington.  The  lat- 
ter holds  a far  more  commanding  position.  But 
what  opinion  do  Huth  &.  Go.  express  that  its  evi- 
dence is  to  be  so  controlling?  It  seems  to  me,  in 
substance,  to  be  nothing  more  than  this:  that  state 
securities,  and  those  of  Missouri  among  them,  can- 
not be  sold  in  the  present  condition  of  things;  and 
that  those  who  wish  to  invest  their  money  in  them 
are  not  willing  to  do  so  because  they  are  fearful  of 
the  opinions,  and  principles,  and  conduct  which  pre- 
vail, and  which  are  to  be  anticipated  from  the  party 
in  power  in  this  country;  but  that  they  would  be 
somewhat  relieved,  and  more  willing  lo  buy,  if  the 
opposition  should  succeed.  Now,  if  this  opinion 
be  ever  so  absurd  and  monstrous,  I beg  that  we 
may  not  be  saddled  with  it;  that,  if  rebuke  is  to  be 
given,  it  be  applied  by  that  state  to  this  , unworthy 
agent,  and  that  he  be  taught  by  his  principals  more 
justice  and  good  sense,  and  courtesy  towards  them. 

It  may  be  a difficult  task  for  him  to  alter  his  con- 
victions. He  buys  and  sells,  not  for  himself,  but  for 
those  who  desire  to  make  sure  and  permanent  invent- 
ments.  He  does  not  buy  to  hold,  but  for  sale  to 
others.  The  London  brokers  and  banking  houses 
are  but  the  agencies  though  which  the  retired  and 
quiet  holder  of  money  makes  his  investments.  And 
if  he  will  not  buy  they  cannot  sell.  And  could  he 
or  they  buy  w ith  safety?  Was  there  not  justice  iu 
the  opinion  expressed? — proper  grounds  on  which 
any  man  would  hesitate  to  hazard  his  property. — 
Have  not  the  general  government  and  administra- 
tion party  said  and  done  enough  to  make  a prudent 
man  pause?  Recollect  the  course  of  one  state,  and 
her  want  of  punctuality  in  paying  the  interest;  the 
avowed  principles  of  the  executive  of  another  state; 
the  doctrines  promulgated  in  so  many  quarters  of 
influence;  and,  worse  if  possible  than  all,  the  volun- 
teer, unnecessary  resolutions  of  this  body  about  as- 
suming state  debts.  If  yoa  had  money  to  lend, 
would  you  lend  it  to  those  who  avowed  such  prin- 
ciples? Would  you  not  prefer  to  lend  it  to  those 
who  entertained  different  principles,  and  acknow- 
ledged the  unchanging  obligation  of  their  bonds,  in 
whosever  hands  they  might  be  found? 

But  enough  of  this.  1 ought  not  to  reason  on 
such  a question  on  the  floor  of  this  body.  Before 
the  representatives  of  what  are  proudly  called  so- 
vereign states,  shall  it  be  said  or  insinuated,  with- 
out rebuke,  that  the  people  of  those  states  have  been 
influenced  in  their  highest  act  of  sovereignty  by 
the  exchange  of  London?  Is  there  money  enough 
in  London  and  Paris,  in  Holland,  or  the  combined 
wealth  of  Europe,  to  bribe  the  voters  who  decided 
the  recent  election — to  govern  theirsulfrages,  when 
great  principles  of  government  and  civil  liberty  are 
to  be  discussed  ami  decided?  Then  have  I miscal- 
culated the  virtue  of  my  countrymen. 

But  if  the  gold  of  British  bankers  did  operate 
with  such  a deadly  and  resistless  power,  it  must 
have  been  somewhere,  and  can  he  pointed  out.  I 
ask  where?  In  what  state  of  the  union?  Was  it  in 
Indiana?  or  Ohio?  or  Delaware?  or  Vermont?  or  Mas- 
sachusetts? or  Connecticut?  or  Rhode  Island?  or 
GfO'gia?  or  New  Jersey?  or  was  it  in  Missouri?  or 
which  of  the  states  was  brought  to  its  vote  by  in- 
fluence from  the  London  exchange?  Let  us  have 
some  specification.  And  if  no  single  state  be  nam- 
ed, then  1 put  it  to  senators,  and  ask  them,  one  by 
one,  to  say  whether  it  was  their  state  that  was 
“bought  up  by  foreign  capitalists?”  Was  it  in  your 
state?  or  yours?  or  yours?  No;  no  stockjobbing 
combinations  could  ever  accomplish  a political  re- 
volution such  as  has  changed  the  face  of  Ihis  entire 
land.  I have  no  belief  in  any  such  degrading  of 
peisons  or  my  country.  I plant  myself  upon  the 
intelligence,  the  honor,  the  virtue,  of  the  American 
people,  and  I believe  them  far  above  the  reach  of 
any  such  influences. 

I do  not  beiieve  the  proposed  scheme  as  to  the 
lands  will  operate  at  all  to  remove  from  our  delibe- 
rations here  the  struggle  of  party  opinions.  If 
things  have  reached  that  point,  or  if  w e are  servile 
and  money  bought,  we  had  better,  at  once,  give  up 
the  republic  to  the  spoiler.  It  is  not  worth  strug- 
gling for,  if  it  have  become  already  so  corrupt  as  such 
arguments  assume.  Let  each  senator  apply  them 
to  his  ow  n state,  and  if  he  think  them  ineiited,  let 
him  be  content.  But  as  applied  to  me  and  to  mine, 
I repel  them  with  indignation. 

I have  now  concluded  what  I have  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  S.  Caro- 
lina. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  comes 
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next.  I have  already  expressed  some  of  my  opi- 
nions in  regard  to  that.  But  I now  repeat  the  ex- 
pression of  mv  hearty  concurrence  in  a part  of  his 
amendment.  I have  said  that  I might  be  induced 
to  go  both  for  pre-emption  and  graduation,  provid- 
ed they  are  connected  with  distribution,  but  I must 
have  distribution ; and  even  then  the  graduation  and 
the  pre-emption  must  be  carefully  guarded.  I am 
not  satisfied  wilh  his  proposition  in  this  respect. 
It  gives  too  much  land.  If  the  pre-emption  be, 
indeed,  intended  for  the  poor  man,  half  the  amount 
he  proposes  to  allow  is  amply  sufficient.  I go  on 
the  presumption  that  the  fact  in  this  respect  is  as  it 
is  presumed  to  be  by  the  law.  Nor  am  I satisfied 
with  a limitation  of  the  pre-emplive  right  to  per- 
sons not  worth  a thousand  dollars.  1 am  willing 
that  the  poor  man  should  possess  a roof  and  a hearth- 
stone that  he  may  call  his  own,  especially  such  as 
have  had  to  struggle  with  adversity,  but  I go  on  the 
ground  that  there  should  be  no  distinction  as  to  pro- 
perty in  any  of  our  legislation.  It  should  be  the 
act  of  the  man,  and  not  his  property,  that  should 
form  the  ground  of  distinction.  Give  a privilege 
to-day  because  a citizen  is  not  worth  one  thousand, 
and  to-morrow  you  may  and  will  make  it  ten,  and 
the  next  day  twenty— or  you  may,  which  is  more 
probable,  reverse  it,  and  deny  a privilege  because 
he  is  too  poor.  Equal  laws— equal  privileges  un- 
der the  laws,  and  equal  rights,  lor  rich  and  poor — 
for  poverty  and  wealth — even  for  profligate  idleness 
and  thriving  industry — are  the  principles  of  our 
system — the  theory  of  our  institutions — the  broad 
and  immovable  basis  of  the  religion  we  profess  and 
the  liberty  we  would  cultivate.  I am  not  willing 
to  depart  from  it  for  any  temporary  expediency — or 
any  ingenious  theory.  If  it  be  right  to  give  the 
settler  on  the  public  lands  a preference  in  the  pur- 
chase, let  him  have  it  without  counting  the  number 
of  dollars  in  his  pocket— without  telling  him  your 
poverty  justifies  your  nation’s  charity,  or  is  the  rea- 
son of  your  nation’s  justice.  Tempt  not  your  citi- 
zens to  make  pretence  of  poverty  that  they  may 
acquire,  by  gift,  either  privileges  or  wealth.  It  is 
not  a fit  principle  to  guide  our  legislation.  And  yet, 
Mr.  President,  I must  vote  for  this  amendment  of 
my  friend,  (Mr.  Critteden),  from  Kentucky,  be- 
cause his  proposition  contains  two  objects:  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  among  the  states  and  this 
modified  pre-emption — and,  by  the  rules  of  the  se- 
nate, I cannot  have  them  divided.  1 will  take  both, 
for  the  present,  in  preference  to  the  bill  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  the  amendmen4-of  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  and  will  endeavor  in 
the  final  action,  to  separate  them,  and  establish 
what  better  suits  my  views  on  this  point. 

Having  submitted  my  views  of  the  amendments,  I 
have  reached  the  bill  of  the  committee,  and  in  what 
I have  to  offer  in  regard  to  it,  I hope  to  be  brief.  Its 
particular  provisions  have  already  been  examined 
by  several  senators,  and  it  is  therefore  the  less  neces- 
sary that  I should  dwell  upon  them.  I could  not 
make  them  more  clear  than  they  were  made  by  the 
senator  from  Connecticut  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Hunt- 
ington), whose  argument  I hold  to  be  unanswera- 
ble. I yield  to  it  my  assent,  and  need  not,  and  shall 
not,  attempt  to  repeat  it. 

To  the  simple  principle  of  pre-emption,  as  such, 
and  connected  with  no  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the 
country,  I have  no  great  objection.  I can,  at  least, 
content  myself  to  submit  to  it  if  it  be  properly  re- 
gulated. But  here  is  a bill,  calling  itself  a pre- 
emption bill,  which  holds  out  a thousand  millions  of 
acres  of  land  as  a lure  to  tempt  all  people  on  the 
lace  of  this  wide  world  to  come  and  seize  it.  It  is 
a bill  without  limit  in  point  of  time,  and  almost  as 
illimitable  in  point  of  territory — wholly  without  re- 
striction as  to  color,  race  or  coimtry.  The  African, 
the  Indian,  the  Hindon,  the  Austrian,  the  Russian, 
the  Spaniard,  the  Frenchman,  the  Englisman,  all 
are  alike  invited  to  come  and  take  a po,  tion  of  our 
soil  and  at  once  become  American  citizens,  and  re- 
ceive a title  to  land  which  can  never  be  recalled. 
Nay,  we  are  so  anxious  to  give  away  these  lands 
that  we  offer  them  to  infants  of  the  age  of  eighteen, 
who  cannot  make  a contract,  under  our  laws,  but 
whom  we  propose  to  free  from  the  iron  control  of 
parental  authority.  When  we  purchased  the  largest 
portion  of  this  same  territory,  and  were  bound  by 
solemn  treaty,  our  supreme  law,  to  recognise  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  we  refused  all 
claims  to  titles  unless  the  claimants  was,  when  the 
right  was  acquired,  the  head  of  a family,  or  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  3 Laws,  652.  Our  liberality 
grows  apace,  in  our  zeal  for  pre-emptions — our 
justice  is  not  so  rapid  in  its  motions.  We  are  quite 
ready  to  admit  for  the  whole  race  of  man  what  we 
denied  to  those  in  whose  favor  the  obligations  of 
right  and  mercy  were  presented.  Who  makes  this 
grant?  Who  issues  this  irrevocable  proclamation? 
The  government?  I would  suggest  to  you,  sir, 
if  it  be  not,  at  least,  a plausible  idea,  that,  when 


the  government  thus  grants  land  to  an  individual, 
and  he  takes  possession  of  it,  the  very  act  does 
not  make  him  a citizen,  and  no  subsequent  escheat 
can  interrupt  his  possession.  But  I do  not  stop 
to  discuss  this  point.  This  bill  is  in  violation  of 
all  the  principles  of  all  the  the  laws  in  regard  to 
the  public  lands  which  this  government  has  ever 
passed.  In  IS07,  when  the  “great  apostle  of  de- 
mocracy,” who  is  quoted  bv  some  gentlemen  much 
as  the  ancients  quoted  the  responses  of  their  ora- 
cles, was  in  the  presidential  chair,  a bill  was  passed 
directing  the  executive  to  carry  the  laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  lands  of  the  Indian  and  national 
domain  into  effect;  and,  if  the  settlers  refused  to 
submit,  to  use  the  force  of  the  government  in  re- 
moving them.  On  what  principle  of  that  act  is  the 
present  bill  founded?  I know  that  it  was  imputed 
to  that  apostolic  chief  magistrate,  as  he  has  been  ir- 
reverently called,  that  w'hen  he  urged  the  passage 
and  gave  his  assent  to  the  law,  he  had  his  eye  on 
the  batture  at  New  Orleans,  and  wished  a pretext 
for  removing  the  claimant;  but  that  I did  not  be- 
lieve. I was  one  of  his  admirers,  and  was  satisfied 
that  the  law  originated  in  a conviction,  on  the  part 
of  congress,  and  on  his  part,  also,  that  the  public 
domain  of  the  United  States  was  not  to  be  tram- 
pled upon  and  plundered.  Subsequently  and  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  the  inhabitants  of  Lower 
Louisiana,  and  also  of  Kahokia,  Kaskaskia,  and 
one  or  two  other  settlements,  were  granted  pre- 
emption rights  to  the  lands  they  held.  On  what 
grounds?  Those  in  Lower  Louisiana  had  taken 
possession  of  their  lands  in  virtue  of  grants  and  pub- 
lic documents  from  the  government  which  had  rul- 
ed them,  but,  owing  to  some  defects  of  title,  they 
were  unable  to  enforce  their  right.  The  country 
passed  into  our  hands  and  became  subject  to  our 
government.  These  people  were  not  pre-emption- 
ers  in  any  sense  now  given  to  the  term.  They  had 
not  rushed  upon  their  lands  without  pretence  or 
color  ot  title.  They  settled  in  good  faith,  thinking 
they  had  a valid  title  to  the  lands  they  occupy.  So 
in  relation  to  the  Kaskaskia  settlers.  They  were 
the  subjects  of  a foreign  government,  and  had  been 
upon  their  lands  for  a long  course  of  years.  They 
had  improved  their  possessions,  accumulated  around 
them  tire  comforts  of  life,  and  the  government  re- 
solved that  it  would  not  disturb  them.  This  was 
just  and  right;  but  these  people  had  not  gone  upon 
laud  in  violation  of  law,  and  taken  possession  of  it 
by  building  a log  cabin,  or  planting  a potatoe  patch. 
All  our  other  pre-emption  laws  were  influenced  by 
considerations  which  operate  on  the  judgment  and 
.justice  of  a government.  In  all  your  laws,  you  have 
said  that,  up  to  a given  day,  and  under  certain  spe- 
cified circumstances,  settlers  who  had  possessed 
themselves  of  your  land  should  be  protected,  and 
hold  at  the  prices  for  which  you  were  willing  to 
sell  it.  But  what  do  you  say  here?  Come  one, 
come  all.  Come  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth 
and  with  the  four  winds  ot  heaven,  settle  on  our 
public  domain,  and  take  a quarter  section  of  land  to 
the  rew'ard  of  your  merit.  But  this  is  not  all.  If 
eight  or  ten  seize,  together,  upon  one  quarter  sec- 
tion, they  may  spread  themselves  over  all  the  ad- 
joining land,  till  they  have  each  got  a quarter  sec- 
tion. You  send  forth  a proclamation  to  the  house- 
less, the  homeless,  the  unprincipled  of  the  world, 
and  throw  open  to  them  all  the  public  land  of  all 
the  states  of  this  union.  While  I speak  thus,  I 
must  not  be  considered,  and  will  not  submit  to  be 
represented,  as  saying  harsh  and  unkind  things  of 
those  who  are  called  pre-emplioners.  I have  burdens 
enough  to  bear  without  this  addition  of  false  and 
groundless  accusations.  I admit  these  settlers  to 
be  as  upright,  correct  and  virtuous,  in  regard  to 
other  matters  as  their  fellow  citizens,  though  I do 
not  think  them  right  in  thus  seizing  the  property  of 
others.  I am  ready  to  concede  to  them  equal  merit 
with  others,  save  in  this — they  have,  heretofore, 
violated  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  you  now 
offer  to  bribe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  to 
imitate  them.  But  while  I will  do  them  the  amplest 
justice,  I cannot  consent  to  sit  here  and  hear  it  said 
that  they  are  men  of  more  perseverance,  industry, 
enterprise,  virtue  and  patriotism,  than  those  whom 
they  left  behind  them  in  the  old  states,  or  that  the 
negro  of  Africa,  the  lazaroni  of  Naples,  and  the 
sert  ot  Russia,  have  such  merits,  and  may  be  re- 
warded at  our  expense.  I am  not  willing  to  hear 
these  perpetual  contrasts  between  the  people  of  the 
old  and  the  new  states.  It  is  constantly  rung  in 
our  ears  that  pre-emptioners  are  men  of  great  in- 
telligence and  enterprise — quite  the  guardians  of 
the  country.  Indeed!  Where  did  they  get  their 
intelligence?  And  if  of  more  virtue,  where  did  they 
acquire  it?  Ot  more  devotion  to  their  country — on 
what  theatre  did  they  learn  this  extra  ultra  patriot- 
ism? 1 hat  they  understand  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty  better— where  did  they  get  their  knowledge? 
Who  are  they?  They  are  either  foreigners,  coming 


here  from  lands  of  despotism,  or  they'  are  descend- 
ants of  the  men  of  the  revolution.  If  they  come 
from  abroad,  why  shall  I admit  their  superiority 
over  men  born  amidst  the  blessings,  and  imbued, 
from  their  cradles,  with  the  love  of  civil  liberty?  I 
admit  no  such  thing.  But  if  they  are  the  descend- 
ants of  the  men  of  the  revolution,  how  came  they 
by  such  exclusive  and  peculiar  virtue?  No,  when  I 
admit  their  equality  with  others,  1 admit  every 
thing  which  can  be  justly  demanded.  Above  all, 

I am  not  prepared  to  acknowledge  that  these  set- 
tlers, either  past  or  future,  are  men  of  such  pre- 
eminent excellence  that  I am  bound  to  submit  to  a 
wrong  perpetrated  on  me  and  mine  in  order  to  re- 
ward them.  I do  not  admire  such  contrasts.  What 
right  have  the  people  of  Illinois  over  the  people  of 
Delaware  or  New  Jersey  which  authorises  us  to 
say  to  them — you  have  so  much  merit,  that  we  will 
take  the  property  of  the  people  of  those  states  and 
give  it  to  you?  I hold  it  better  and  more  just  to  act 
upon  the  principle  that  the  people  of  the  several 
states  stand  all  on  one  common  platform,  and  make 
provisions  which  shall  apply  equally  to  them  all. 

Thpre  is  another  idea  which  lias  been  advanced 
here,  to  which  I can  never  yield  assent.  It  is,  that 
we  are,  now,  at  that  point  in  the  history  of  these 
lands  where  we  enjoy,  for  the  last  lime,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  acting  on  them  freed  from  compulsion; 
and  if  they  are  not  now  ceded,  they  will  very  soon 
be  seized.  I have  said  that  this  was  not  an  argu- 
ment properly  addressed  to  the  judgment:  but  what 
kind  of  argument  is  it  to  th e feelings  of  an  equal 
and  honorable  man?  To  equal  sovereign  states? 
Gentlemen  say,  in  substance,  “we  shall  soon  pos- 
sess the  balance  of  power  in  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  then  we  can  vote  you  down,  and,  then, 
we  wiil  have  the  land  with  your  consent  or  without 
it.”  If  this  were  true,  what  sort  of  argument  is  it 
to  address  to  me,  as  an  independent  senator,  stand- 
ing here  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  my  state? 
I do  not  believe  it  to  be  true.  I am  not  at  all  alarm- 
ed by  the  threat.  In  the  first  place,  they  will  not 
have  the  balance  or  power  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  but,  if  they  should,  they  will  find,  on 
this  point,  a divided  empire.  I do  not  admit  that, 
because  they  may  have  a majority  of  numbers,  there- 
fore political  power  must  be  on  that  side  of  the 
'^mountains.  There  are  many  other  things  w'hich 
go  to  make  up  political  power  besides  mere  num- 
bers. And  among  them,  for  I cannot  pause  for  a 
full  enumeration,  are  there  not  the  advantages  and 
influence  of  commerce  and  the  means  of  protecting 
that  commerce?  The  connexion  and  ready  inter- 
course with  other  nations  who  control  the  interests 
of  the  civilized  world?  Fifty  millions  of  freemen 
may  live  and  prosper  in  the  great  valley  between 
the  Alleghany  and  Rocky  mountains;  but  if  they 
do,  they  will  not  form  an  exclusive  Chinese  empire, 
but  will  seek  avenues  to  and  connexion  with  those 
who  can  unite  with  them  in  promoting  their  inte- 
rests. Have  not  the  fastnesses  of  their  barrier 
mountains  been  already  broken  open,  their  ravines 
made  streams  for  transportation,  their  frosty  sum- 
mits iron  passways  for  the  farmer,  the  miner,  the 
manufacturer  to  traverse  with  the  products  of  his 
labor  to  the  marts  where  that  labor  may  best  find  its 
recompense?  They  will  not  rely  on  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  alone,  but  on  every  bay,  stream  and 
harbor  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 

In  my  opinion,  if  this  union  lasts,  no  man  will 
ever  see  the  centre  of  power  a hundred  miles  west 
of  Pittsburg.  I say  to  these  aspiring  states,  you 
cannot  get  the  political  pow'er  of  this  country.  But, 
if  you  do,  it  is  an  unfounded  idea  that  all  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
must  be  tributary  to  such  notions  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands.  Where  is  Ohio  now?  Where  will 
Indiana  shortly  be,  when  there  comes  to  be  a new 
state  beyond  Missouri?  Even  now,  Indiana,  by  her 
legislature  and  her  senators,  refuses  to  accept  your 
bribe  of  the  public  lands.  And  thus  you  will  goon 
and  find  that  as  fast  as  new  empires  rise  in  the  ex- 
treme west,  just  so  rapidly  will  other  states,  now 
new,  be  passing  over  into  the  condition  and  acquir- 
ing the  interests  and  feelings  of  old  states.  Your 
threats  about  seizing  the  public  lands,  because  you 
will  have  the  balance  of  power,  if  addressed  to  me 
as  a persuasion  to  cede  them  to  you  now,  I value 
as  nothing.  I do  not  believe  that  your  power  to 
get  possession  of  those  lands  will  ever  be  greater 
than  it  is  at  this  moment.  Hour  by  hour,  as  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas,  and  Michigan,  and  Wiskonsan, 
and  Iowa  become  settled,  so  also,  hour  by  hour, 
will  other  states  wheel  into  line,  and  stand  with  us 
on  the  great  question  of  the  public  domain. 

When  l hear  gentlemen  proclaiming  to  us,  threa- 
tening tones,  that  this  question  must  be  settled,  that 
they  will  soon  get  the  power,  and  then  they  will 
do,  not  what  they  suppose  to  be  wrong,  but  what 
I do,  it  gives  me  no  alarm.  Do  they  remind  me 
that  Wiskonsan  will  soon  be  a state,  and  will  add 
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weight  to  their  side  of  the  balance?  I look  at  Ohio, 
and  remember  that  she  is  at  our  end  of  the  beam. 
Do  they  threaten  me  with  Iowa?  I look  at  Indiana. 
Do  they  point  to  the  far  west?  I point  them  to  the 
whole  slope  on  this  side  the  Mississippi.  At  every 
hour  they  must  lose  more  than  they  gain.  I am 
therefore  unconcerned  on  this  point  of  force.  But 
suppose  they  were  able  to  put  their  threats  in  exe- 
cution, I hold  the  right  of  the  old  states  to  the 
public  lands  to  be  unquestioned  and  unquestiona- 
ble; and  if  asked  to  surrender  that  whole  domain, 

I say  “come  and  take  it.”  If  I must  surrender  it, 

I had  rather  surrender  it  to  the  pressure  of  your 
power,  than  tamely  give  it  up  under  alarm  at  your 
threats. 

I have  but  a word  to  say  as  to  the  idea  that  this 
government  does  not  possess  the  power  to  enforce 
its  own  laws,  to  protect  its  own  property,  to  per- 
form its  duty  as  trustee.  It  may  be  so;  but  is  it 
wise  to  proclaim,  in  the  ears  of  a listening  world, 
that  our  boasted  institutions,  and  this  our  American 
union,  rest  on  such  principles  that  we  are  incapable 
of  protecting  our  own  admitted  property?  I know, 
indeed,  too  well,  that  a spirit  of  resistance  to  law 
has  risen,  within  a few  years,  far  beyond  the  point 
it  had  ever  attained.  The  historian,  if  faithful, 
will  trace  it  to  the  last  twelve  years  of  our  annals. 

1 know  that  there  are  men  who  are  for  taking  all 
power  and  judgment  into  their  own  hands,  and 
who  suppose  that  under  the  influence  of  passion 
and  interest,  they  can  decide  better  and  more  wise- 
ly than  our  judicial  tribunals,  and  have  higher  am- 
thority  than  the  laws  of  the  land.  But  I trust  the 
hour  has  not  yet  come  forarmouncing  that,  \n  Ame- 
rica, the  government  and  the  laws  are  not  strong 
enough  to  enforce  the  rights  of  the  nation  against  in- 
dividuals. 1 hope  it  is  not  so.  I would  ask  sena- 
tors from  those  states,  and  I wish  them  to  answer 
the  question,  not  to  me,  but  to  themselves,  would  you 
prevent  our  own  citizens  from  going  to  settle  on  such 
portions  of  this  land  as  now  belong  to  your  states? 
Are  your  state  governments  so  weak,  so  broken 
down,  that  they  cannot  prevent  this?  Where  your 
states  have  had  large  tracts  given  them,  for  works 
of  internal  improvement,  or  for  other  objects,  do 
you  protect  your  own  land  or  do  you  not?  And  if 
you  do,  is  it  right  to  come  here  and  say  to  us,  “we, 
the  state  governments,  are  abundantly  strong  to 
protect  our  lands,  but  you,  the  government  of  the 
union,  are  utterly  powerless  to  protect  yours?”  It 
is  demanded  of  us  that  we  shall  pass  pre-emption 
law's  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  new  states.  These 
states  hold  large  tracts  of  land,  which  are  their  own; 
will  their  senators  be  good  enough  to  show  me  the 
pre-emption  laws  they  have  passed?  Or  do  they 
think  it  is  well  enough  to  urge  this  policy  upon  us, 
while  they  repudiate  it  themselves?  How  much 
stronger  would  their  argument  be,  if  they  could  say, 
“this  thing  is  right  in  principle,  and  you  see  we 
practise  it  in  our  own  case?”  But  is  it  so?  If  a 
pre  emption  law  which  is  to  affect  my  land  is  a good 
thing,  why  would  it  not  be  as  good  if  it  atfected 
theirs? 

I have  one  more  objection  to  urge.  I feel  strong 
repugnance  to  that  feature  which  calls  men  of 
all  nations  to  come  and  take  a part  of  our  public 
domain.  The  invitation  is  too  broad.  No  matter 
what  clime  a man  may  inhabit;  no  matter  what 
hue  a southern  sun  may  have  burnt  upon  his  fea- 
tures, if  he  is  in  the  form  of  man,  he  is  invited. 
And  it  is  now  claimed  for  the  states  that  they  may 
make  him  a citizen  at  what  time  and  on  what  terms 
they  please.  I have  not  read  in  the  history  of  our 
revolutionary  struggle,  in  the  articles  of  the  con- 
federation, or  in  the  federal  constitution,  any  thing 
which  holds  out  to  foreigners  a bribe  to  come,  nor 
justifies  the  states  in  making  them  our  fellow  citi- 
zens at  their  pleasure.  These  doctrines  are  new, 
but  they  fit  each  other,  and,  united,  lead  to  conse- 
quences which  demand  that  we  pause  and  reflect. 
Why  hold  out  such  offers?  Do  we  need  an  army  of 
foreigners  to  come  among  us  because  we  are  inca- 
pable of  managing  our  own  affairs?  or  because  they 
are  men  of  better  political  and  moral  principles?  or 
that  they  may  protect  us?  I repeat  here  what  I 
said  as  to  pre-emptions.  I will  not  be  thrown  into 
the  position  of  one  who  is  an  opponent  of  foreign- 
ers. None  of  the  miserable  slang  on  that  subject 
can  apply  to  any  portion  of  my  life.  The  question 
here  is  not  as  to  the  terms  on  which  we  shall  admit 
them,  but  as  to  the  wisdom  ot  thus  inviting  them, 
and  to  the  power  to  admit  them  as  citizens.  It  is 
not  whether  they  shall  pass  through  a probation  of 
live  years  or  of  ten  years,  or  whether  a simple  oath 
of  allegiance  alone  shall  place  them  in  the  posses- 
sion of  ttie  privileges  and  under  the  obligations  of 
citizenship.  But  who  has  a right  to  say  what  the 
terms  of  admission  shall  be?  You  invite  them  to 
take  your  land  in  Illinois;  can  Illinois,  as  soon  as 
they  get  possession,  say  they  shall  have  the  right  of 
sulfrage — be  citizens  of  that  state  and  thus,  by  force 


of  the  constitution,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
citizens  in  another  state?  A Swede  or  an  African, 
who  was  never  a slave  in  this  country  or  elsewhere, 
who  has  been  freed,  accepts  your  invitation — takes 
your  offered  quarter  section — can  that  state  make 
him  a citizen  of  the  union?  Is  this  power  of  creating 
the  citizen  lodged  in  the  states  or  in  the  union? 

The  question  is  not  answered  or  affected  by  an 
amendment  which  was  offered  to  that  bill,  that  if 
the  foreigner  declared,  under  oath,  his  intention  to 
make  the  land  his  home,  he  might  be  a pre-etnp- 
tioner.  It  respects  not  the  mere  oath  of  intention 
or  allegiance.  It  rises  higher.  Can  the  stales  make 
a citizen  of  the  union?  It  was  not  so  when  we  were 
colonies.  Then  power  was  in  the  British  crown. 
The  parliament  might  say  who  should  be  admitted 
to  citizenship  in  England;  but  even  parliament  itself 
could  not  declare  that  a Frenchman  should  be  a 
citizen  of  one  of  the  British  colonies.  The  crown 
was  then  the  depository  of  that  power.  And  let 
me  remark  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  of  the  great 
principles  of  American  liberty  winch  are  not  ulti- 
mately founded  on  the  prerogative  of  the  British 
crown,  as  in  oppression  io  the  powers  of  the  British 
parliament.  The  king  prescribed  to  us  who  should 
be  admitted  as  our  fellow  colonists.  We  gave  up 
that  power  to  the  confederation.  Before  that,  each 
stale  was  independent  of  every  otherin  this  respect. 
But  the  confederation  was  to  control  the  exercise 
of  this  power  lest  one  colony  or  state  should,  by 
admitting  whom  it  pleased,  be  able  virtually  to  say 
to  another  colony  or  state  who  should  be  its  citi- 
zens. The  power  given  in  the  confederation  over 
the  subject  of  naturalization  was  intended  to  recon- 
cile the  conflicting  action  of  the  states.  Some  re- 
ceived citizens  in  one  way — others  in  another. 
The  power  conferred  in  the  confederation  may  be 
found  in  1 Laws,  14,  article  4.  The  reason  for  giv- 
ing it  and  the  difficulties  which  arose  under  it  are 
explained  by  Mr.  Madison  in  the  Federalist.  I 
need  not  detain  the  senate  by  reading  them. 

Theu  came  the  federal  constitution  which  creat- 
ed the  union;  and  what  does  it  teach?  Its  first 
words  are,  “we  the  people  of  the  United  States.” 
Who  were  they?  They  were  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  The  honorable  senator  from  S.  Ca- 
rolina said  he  would  like  to  hear  a definition  of  what 
a citizen  is.  I have  no  skill  at  definitions,  but  I 
think  I can  describe  who  are  and  who  are  not  citi- 
zens. At  the  time  the  constitution  was  adopted, 
the  people  of  the  states  formed  it.  The  mere 
holding  of  land  did  not  constitute  a man  a citizen, 
or  one  of  the  people  of  the  stales.  A state  may, 
if  she  pleases,  allow  an  alien  to  take  land,  and  hold 
and  transmit  it  by  her  laws,  and  yet  he  may  not  be 
a citizen  of  the  state  or  of  the  United  States.  We 
must  go  beyond  that.  The  moment  you  allow  a 
man  the  power  to  vote,  the  moment  you  give  him 
power  to  vote  in  the  political  government,  you  make 
him  a citizen — one  of  the  people.  We  need  not  go 
back  to  Rome  on  this  matter.  The  man  who  pos- 
sesses political  power;  united  to  the  common  rights 
of  person  and  property,  is  your  citizen.  He  must 
owe  his  allegiance  here,  be  subject  to  all  duties, 
possess  all  rights,  or  he  cannot  be  a citizen  with  us. 
The  language,  “we  the  people  of  the  United 
States,”  meant  such,  and  none  others.  They  form- 
ed their  government  for  themselves — not  for  Eng- 
lishmen or  Frenchmen— but  for  themselves  alone, 
and  such  as  they  chose  to  admit,  upon  terms  which 
they  should,  in  their  joint  capacity  prescribe.  The 
power  to  prescribe  these  they  could  not  leave  to 
the  states.  Would  you  have  Maryland  say  to  New 
Jersey,  you  shall  reeeive  this  tnan  because  I have 
made  him  a citizen?  There  was  therefore  a ne- 
cessity of  some  common  rule,  and  the  authority  to 
prescribe  it  must  be  placed  somewhere,  and  it 
could  be  placed  nowhere  but  in  the  common  coun- 
cils; and  accordingly  the  constitution  declared  that 
congress  should  have  the  power  “to  establish  a uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization.”  Could  it  be  uniform, 
and  yet  leave  the  power  to  the  states?  Naturaliza- 
tion is  the  investing  of  an  alien  with  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  one  who  is  native  born.  That 
is  the  whole  idea.  When,  therefore,  the  constitu- 
tion says  that  congress  shall  have  power  to  estab- 
lish a uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  it  means  this, 
and  this  only:  congress  shall  prescribe  the  terms  on 
which  a foreigner,  an  alien,  shall  be  admitted  to 
the  rights  of  a native — be  one  of  “we  the  people.” 
Can  there  be  a uniform  rule  unless  it  i.s  prescribed 
by  some  common  central  power,  and  by  that  alone? 
There  obviously  cannot.  The  very  object  to  be 
attained  requires  that  the  power  should  be  vested 
exclusively  in  one  body,  in  the  federal  government. 

I hold,  therefore,  the  constitution  of  Illinois  and 
so  much  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  as  under- 
takes to  admit  foreigners  to  citizenship  to  be  null 
and  void — a violation  of  the  compact.  We  entered 
into  the  union  on  certain  terms  and  conditions  re- 
lative to  representation,  taxation,  and  other  mat- 


ters. It  was  necessary  for  us  to  say  who  should 
be  admitted  as  copartners.  But  if  an  individual 
state  may  say  this,  the  relative  position  of the  states 
is  changed — the  conditions  at  once  broken  and  de- 
stroyed. Illinois  admits,  we  will  suppose,  10,000 
persons  to  vote  who  are  aliens,  riot  naturalized, 
whom  she  ha3  not  had  the  consent  of  other  states 
to  admit — what  is  the  effect  upon  New  Jersey?  It 
is  this:  that  foreigners,  strangers  probably  to  our 
principles  of  government,  our  habits,  our  interests, 
to  our  very  language,  may  outweigh  and  overcome 
the  citizens  of  New  Jersey  in  the  choice  of  a chief 
magistrate,  and  in  all  the  management  of  all  our 
public  affairs.  Is  this  fair?  Is  it  right?  This  doc- 
trine puts  in  the  power  of  certain  states  30  to  ar- 
range as  that  foreigners  shall  send  enough  to  make 
up  the  majority  of  representatives  on  the  floor  of 
the  other  house,  and  may  decide  the  choice  of  pre- 
sident. The  states,  it  is  said,  are  too  wise  and  just, 
and  will  not  do  this  I do  not  say  they  will,  but  I 
would  rather  stand  by  the  union,  and  trust  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution  than  them.  We  agreed 
that  there  should  be  a uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion— a uniform  rule  in  New  Jersey  and  in  Michi- 
gan, ir.  Delaware  and  in  Illinois.  But  is  the  rule 
now  uniform?  No.  And  if  the  other  states  should 
proceed  after  the  example  set  by  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan, we  shall  soon  have  as  many  rules  as  there  are 
states.  I am  not  willing  that  such  an  unconstitu- 
tional and  pernicious  doctrine  shall  pass  without 
giving  it  roy  condemnation.  1 insist  that  it  is  a 
violation  of  the  constitution.  Read  the  powers 
granted  in  that  instrument  to  congress,  and  see  if, 
where  similar  language  is  used,  the  power  is  not 
always  exclusive.  This  point  has  been  brought 
before  the  supreme  court,  and  there  was  no  dissen- 
tient voice  in  regard  to  it.  I dread  the  consequen- 
ces of  this  doctrine,  more  especially  when  I see 
such  a bill  as  this,  tempting  aliens  to  come,  giving 
them  our  lands,  that  the  states  may  make  them 
citizens.  I am  not  willing  that  the  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  shall  represent  aliens,  for 
in  process  of  time  aliens  may  come  to  be  a majori- 
ty, and  may  choose  my  chief  magistrate.  This 
law  rnay  make  them  so  numerous  in  Wiskonsan  and 
Iowa  as  to  control  your  native  vote  and  make  laws 
for  your  states.  I will  not  leave  it  to  one  state  to 
say  that  they  shall  be  permitted  thus  to  control  the 
general  interests  of  all  the  states.  Whom  may  not 
some  of  the  states  make  citizens?  Cast  your  eyes 
in  certain  directions,  and  you  can  readily  see  w hat 
might  be  done.  And  recollect  that  the  momenta 
state  has  pronounced  a man  a citizen,  the  shield  of 
the  constitution  is  placed  over  him  lor  his  protec- 
tion, and  he  must  be  protected  as  a citizen,  every- 
where, in  all  (he  states.  I entreat  gentlemen  to 
pause  before  they  establish  this  doctrine.  For  my- 
self, I will  not  hold  out  inducements  either  to  our 
own  citizens  or  to  aliens  to  come  and  take  posses- 
sion of  our  public  lands.  It  is  a proposition  ob- 
noxious to  the  laws  and  to  the  constitution,  and  to 
all  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  government 
and  union,  and  I must  resist  it.  I am  willing  fo- 
reignersshall  come  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  which 
I do— I am  willing  to  have  them  as  neighbors  and 
as  friends,  and  let  them  stand  by  our  side  in  battle 
— but  they  must  cease  to  be  aliens  first. 

My  doctrine  in  regard  to  these  lands  is  simple — 
neither  clothed  in  mystery  nor  connected  with  par- 
ty politics.  We  have  a great  inheritance  for  us, 
our  children,  and  our  children’s  children.  We  ought 
to  preserve  it,  not  give  it  away  or  waste  it.  The 
hasty  disposition  of  it  is  not  demanded  by  our  con- 
dition. Our  population  and  our  strength  w ill  not 
grow  in  proportion  to  our  haste  to  part  with  it. — 
We  should  have  had  our  sixteen  millions  of  citi- 
zens, if  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa  had  not  been  thrown 
open  to  intrusion.  We  should  not  have  had  a po- 
pulation so  near  the  Rocky  mountains  and  the  Pa- 
cific, but  we  should  have  had  less  cause  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  more  vigor  to  resist  a foe. 
Let  us  remember  a maxim  of  wisdom — festina  lente 
— and  not  throw  over  a region  which  we  cannot 
command,  a population  which  W'e  cannot,  without 
distress  and  difficulty,  protect.  Let  us  give  to  en- 
terprise and  to  the  pioneer  all  that  enterprise  and 
the  pioneer  may  reasonably  require,  but  let  us  re- 
serve something  for  the  citizens  of  the  old  states, 
who,  when  population -crowds,  may  seek  compe- 
tency and  a home.  The  seabord  states  are  thick- 
ening in  the  future  years — and  years,  with  nations, 
are  but  as  days  to  individuals — they  will  he  crowd- 
ed, dense,  requiring  an  outlet,  like  the  compact  re- 
gions of  Europe.  Let  it  be  found  west — far  west — 
but  still  within  the  boundaries  of  a common  empire 
of  free  institutions.  Use  these  lands  liberally,  not 
wantonly — preserve,  do  not  squander  them.  Let 
the  citizen  of  the  old  states,  who  bought  them,  look 
to  them  as  the  heritage  of  his  children.  Thus  used, 
they  will  strengthen  the  union,  and  last  while  cen- 
turies of  liberty  roll  by. 
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Aluminous  salts.  We  find  in  the  last  number  o 
Silliman’s  Journal,  an  illustration  of  the  prcservat.vo 
properties  of  aluminous  salts— properties  which  have 
long  been  known,  and  were  not  unfrequ^dy  restored 
to  bv  the  ancients.  That  distinguished  officer,  gene- 
ral  Wayne,  died  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  at  Et  re,  (Pa.) 
and  was  buried  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake.  The  body 
was  notions  since  disinterred  and  removed  by  h = s°n, 
who  was  astonished  to  find  it  in  so  perfect  a state  of 
preservation;  and  on  examination,  it  was  discovered 
to  have  been  deposited  in  argillaceous  soil  strongly  im- 
pregnated with  a solution  of  alum.  The  features  were 
at  once  recognised  by  those  who  had  known  general 
Wayne.  . 

American  colonization  society.  The  receipts  tor 
the  month  ending  February  20th,  were  $3,284  5b. 

Anthracite  coal  is  ten  dollars  a ton  at  Philadelphia. 

Artesian  well.  The  city  of  Paris  has  at  length 
succeeded  in  procuring  water  from  an  Artesian 
well,  which  has  for  several  years  been  in  progress  at 
Crenelle,  at  an  expense  of  160,000  francs.  The  bonne; 

instrument,  after  having  reached  the  enormous  depth 

of  560  metres,  (1,837  English  feet),  reached  the  water, 
which  immediately  sprang  up  in  abundance  to  the 
top  of  the  bare.  This  operation  has  resolved  a highly 
interesting  geological  problem,  and  proves  that  a body 
of  water  e'xists  under  the  green  chalk  strata  which  forms 
the  bed  of  the  environs  of  Paris. 


Boston  ice  trade.  The  Evening  Journal  states  that 
there  arc  now  sixteen  companies  in  Boston  engaged 
in  the  business  of  shipping  ice  to  the  l.ast  and  West 
Indies,  and  to  New  Orleans  and  other  southern  ports. 
The  demand  for  the  article  is  now  so  great  for  expor- 
tation, that  large  contracts  have  been  made  for  it  in 
Worcester  countv  to  be  transported  to  Boston  by  rail 
road.  They  formerly  sold  their  ice  in  New  Orleans  at 
six  cents  a pound,  but  now  sell  it  at  one  cent,  and 
where  they  made  one  dollar  by  selling  it  at  six  cents 
they  now  make  four  dollars  by  selling  it  at  one  cent  a 
pound.  When  it  sold  at  six  cents,  none  hut  the  weal- 
thy could  afford  to  purchase,  but  at  one  cent  all  classes 
buy  it,  so  it  is  sold  before  much  of  it  is  wasted  by  melt- 
ingf. 

The  ice  is  sawed  by  a machine  into  square  blocks 
not  less  than  12  inches  thick,  and  is  packed  on  board 
the  vessels  with  straw  and  hay,  boxes  with  thin  lumber 
and  made  air  tight.  One  of  the  Boston  companies  paid 
last  year  $7,000  for  the  straw  and  hay  they  used  for 


packing. 

Boot  and  shoe  leather.  The  town  of  Stonington, 
about  seventeen  miles  from  Boston,  contains  about 
2,000  inhabitants.  Almost  every  man,  woman  and 
child  are  engaged,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  attending 
to  the  understanding  of  people.  During  one  of  the  last 
years,  180,000  pairs  of  boots  and  54,000  pairs  of  shoes 
were  manufactured  in  that  town,  the  value  ot  which 
exceed  $437,000!  If  the  same  number  of  persons  on 
any  one  spot  on  the  gi  be  can  show  more  honorable 
fruits  of  industry,  why,  in  the  language  of  the  day,  we’ll 
“knock  under.”  [F/«Z.  American. 


Deaths  in  London.  During  the  year  endingon  the 
15th  December,  1840,  there  were  recorded  14,574  bu- 
rials; out  of  the  whole  but  one  person  is  recorded  as 
having  been  murdered. 

Delirium  tremens  no  excuse.  In  an  action  brought 
in  the  common  pleas,  New  York,  by  James  Butterly 
vs.  Robert  Darling,  for  an  outrageous  assault  and  bat- 
tery by  which  the  plaintiff  was  wounded  and  perma- 
nently injured,  the  defence  set  up  was  insanity,  which 
upon  investigation,  proved  to  be  delirium  tremens. — 
Jud«e  Inglis  held  that  species  of  insanity  did  not  ex- 
onerate the  trespasser,  and  the  jury  rendered  a verdict 
for  $500  damages. 

Destructive  fire  and  loss  of  life.  We  learn  by 
a slip  from  the  office  of  the  St.  Johns  (N.  B.)  Courier, 
that  a disastrous  fire  broke  out  in  that  city,  which  de- 
stroyed eight  fine  stores,  and  several  buildings  in  the 
rear  of  them,  among  which  were  the  Observer  and 
Morning  News  printing  offices. 

A woman  and  two  children  perished  in  the  flames, 
and  Mr.  Matthew  Holdsworth,  of  the  firm  of  Holds- 
worth  & Daniel,  accidently  fell  through  a hatchway 
from  the- third  story,  and  was  so  much  injured  that  he 
survived  but  a few  minutes.  At  the  time  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  tire  the  thermometer  was  below  zero. 
Nearly  all  the  building  destroyed  insured. 

Exchange.  London  receives,  in  the  course  of  ex- 
change, from  Amsterdam,  twelve  florins  stivers  for  one 
pound  sterling;  Hamburg,  thirteen  marks  twelve  shil- 
lings for  ditto;  Paris,  twenty-five  francs  fifty  centimes 
for  ditto;  Frankford  a hundred  and  fifty  and  a half  bat- 
zen  for  ditto;  Vienna  ten  florins  two  kreuzers  for  ditto; 
Genoa,  twenty-five  lire  thirty-five  centisimichen  for  do.; 
Berlin,  six  dollars  twenty-five  silver  groschen  for  ditto; 
Milan,  thirty  lire  A thirty  centimes  for  ditto. 

Guilty.  The  jury  have  returned  a verdict  of  guilty 
against  Peter  Robinson,  charged  with  the  wilful  mur 
der  of  Mr.  Snydatn,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Thejurv  deliberated  but  about  thirty-five  minutes. — 
The  charge  of  the  judge  occupied  in  delivery  about 
two  hours  and  a half. 

Important.  An  inventor  of  a patent  medicine  to 
cure  frosted  feet,  advertises  to  the  public  that  he  is  a 
greater  tnan  than  gen.  Jackson,  as  the  latter  tie-toed 
the  nation,  but  the  inventor  re-toes  it. 


Intense  artificial  cold.  The  mostintense  artificial 

cold  that  has  ever  been  produced,  is  from  a mixture  of 
diluied  sulphuric  acid  and  snow;  the  temperature  of 
which  has  been  known  to  sink  to  91  degrees  ot  Fah- 
renheit’s thermometer,  123  below  freezing  point. 

Jefferson.  Thomas  Jefferson  once  said, ^ after  he 
had  been  president  of  the  United  States:  “The  habit 
of  using  ardent  spirits,  by  men  in  public  offices,  has 
occasioned  more  injury  to  the  public  service,  and  more 
trouble  to  me  than  any  other  circumstance  which  oc- 
curred in  the  internal  concerns  of  the  country,  during 
my  administration.  And  were  I to  commence  my  ad- 
ministration again,  with  the  knowledge  which  from 
experience  I have  acquired,  the  first  question  which  I 
would  ask,  with  regard  to  every  candidate  for  office, 
should  be,  “is  he  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits ?” 

Law  decision.  It  will  be  recollected  that  suit  was 
brought  a few  days  since,  before  justice  Schteffer,  by 
Daniel  Bodge,  against  J.  I.  Cohen  & Brothers,  to  reco- 
ver the  amount  of  a one  dollar  note  of  their  issue.  The 
day  after  the  trial,  the  following  opinion  was  given,  but 
being  otherwise  engaged  we  did  not  obtain  it. 

“In  this  case,  the  note  in  question  having  the  signa- 
ture as  well  as  the  amount  “one  dollar,”  legible  on  its 
face,  1 am  of  opinion,  after  having  given  the  facts  ad- 
duced a careful  examination,  that  itis  incumbent  on  the 
defendants  to  show  in  evidence:  1st,  that  the  note  in 
question  was  cut  or  mutilated  for  the  purpose  or  intent 
of  fraud;  2d,  that  the  plaintiff' or  holder  of  said  note  was 
privy  to  such  fraud;  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  testimo- 
ny, which  I conceive  to  be  all-important,  I am  ol  opi- 
nion that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover.  Judgment 
for  the  plaintiff  $1  and  costs.”  [Strrt. 

Legacy  to  the  duke  of  Richmond.  The  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  says: — Sometime  ago  we  published  a no- 
tice of  a judgment  of  the  court  of  probate  of  New  Or- 
leans, refusing  to  sanction  the  legacy  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  left  by  our  deceased  fellow  citizen, 
Alexander  Milne,  to  the  town  of  Fochabers  of  Scot- 
land, of  which  the  duke  of  Richmond  was  the  seigno- 
ral  lord.  This  decision  was  reviewed  yesterday  by  our 
supreme  court.  The  principles  upon  which  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  below  was  based,  were  elaborately 
investigated.  We  regret  our  inability  to  obtain  a copy 
of  the  decision  so  as  to  furnish  it  entire  to  our  readers, 
for  seldom  has  a judgment  been  pronounced  from  an 
American  bench,  that  reflects  such  lustre  upon  our 
tribunals  of  justice.  At  some  future  day  it  may  be  in 
our  power  to  publish  the  decision.  Suffice  it  to  say 
lor  the  present,  that  the  decision  of  the  court  of  probates 
was  reversed,  and  the  duke  of  Richmond,  as  the  legal 
representative  of  the  town  of  Fochabers,  was  declared 
capable  of  receiving  the  legacy. 

Map  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  We  are  told  by  a 
trader,  who  has  spent  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  the 
mountains,  that  the  most  accurate  and  best  delineated 
map  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  all  the  country  em- 
braced under  that  name,  is  the  handiwork  of  a lady — 
the  first  white  woman  who  ever  encounted  the  perils  of 
a journey  from  St.  Louis  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. — 
She  is  the  wife  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Spalding,  a missionary  to 
the  Indians,  now  resident  in  that  region. 

[St.  Louis  Repub. 

New  Brunswick.  The  population  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, British  province,  is  156,000. 

Ohio  river.  The  Wheeling  Times  of  T uesday  says: 
“On  Saturday  the  swollen  torrent  of  the  Ohio  began  to 
give  way  perceptibly,  and  we  supposed  would  return  to 
its  usual  channel;  but  on  Saturday  night  it  again  swell- 
ed; and  we  have  it  now  about  stationary  as  high  as  it 
has  been  this  year. 

The  population  of  the  union.  We  are  indebted  to 
a friend  for  the  following  calculation.  It  will  be  seen 
that  he  makes  the  population  of  the  U.  States  in  1830, 
upwards  of  53,000,000.  Thus  he  says:  “our  population 

In  1790  was 3,729  326 

1300  .......  5360,753 

1810  7.239,903 

1820  9 633,166 

1839  12,856,407 

1840  ought  to  be  . . . 17,141,866 

He  adds  a third  and  makes  it  in  1850,  22.666,666;  ano- 
ther third,  and  in  1860,  30.222,221;  another  third,  and 
in  1870,  40,296,295;  and  in  1830,  53,428,393.” 

Post  Office.  About  ,£300,000  enclosed  in  letters, 
have  accumulated  in  the  dead  letter  office,  London. 

Steamers.  The  Acadia  performed  her  last  east- 
ward trip  in  13  days  and  a few  hours. 

Slavers.  Capt.  Lemist,  of  ship  Caroline,  at  Boston, 
from  Calcutta,  touched  at  St.  Helena  11th  ult.  He 
left  there  three  slavers  captured  by  British  cruisers. — 
From  one  300  slaves  had  been  landed;  about  half  of 
those  taken  in  the  other  two  had  died  of  small  pox 
since  their  arrival  at  St.  Helena:  the  rest  remained  on 
board  the  vessels.  The  disease  was  still  raging  amongst 
them. 

Tide  Water  Canal.  We  have  authentic  and  very 
gratifying  intelligence  from  the  line  of  this  work.  A let- 
ter from  the  superintendent,  dated  at  the  head  of  the 
canal  on  Wednesday,  gives  the  assurance  that  the 
whole  line  can  be  put  in  order  for  navigation  by  the 
10th  of  the  present  month.  The  damage  sustained  by 
the  late  extraordinary  flood  is,  therefore,  not  material. 

[Ball.  American. 


Temperance.  Extraordinary  temperance  movements. 
Last  evening  an  overwhelming  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Greene  street.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Casey,  Shaw 
and  Pollard,  delegates  from  the  Washington  Tempe- 
rance society  of  Baltimore,  and  by  captain  Wisdom  of 
this  city.  These  gentlemen  have  all  been  reclaimed 
from  intemperance  within  a short  time,  and  the  dele- 
gation from  Baltimore  declared  themselves  to  be  “re- 
formed drunkards.”  The  speakers  are  all  men  of 
strong  sense,  and  some  of  them  truly  eloquent,  though 
at  this  meeting  they  simply  related  their  experience, 
and  urged  upon  others  to  share  the  benefits  they  have 
deriveff  from  abandoning  the  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks.  Still  it  was  done  in  a style  at  once  forcible 
and  pathetic,  the  effect  of  which  upon  the  large  au- 
dience was  astonishing. 

During  the  first  speech,  a young  man  rose  in  the 
gallery,  and  though  intoxicated,  begged  to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  hope  for  him,  declaring  his  readiness  to 
bind  himself  from  that  hour  to  drink  no  more.  He 
was  invited  to  come  down  and  sign  the  pledge,  which 
he  did  forthwith  in  the  presence  of  the  audience,  under 
deep  emotion,  which  seemed  to  be  contagious,  for 
others  followed,  and  during  each  ot  the  speeches,  they 
continued  to  come  forward  and  sign,  until  more  than 
a hundred  pledges  were  obtained,  a large  proportion  of 
which  were  from  intemperate  persons,  some  of  whom 
were  old  and  grey  headed.  Such  a scene  as  was  be- 
held at  the  secretary’s  table  while  they  were  signing, 
the  unaffected  tears  that  were  flowing,  and  the  cordial 
greeting  of  the  recruits  by  the  Baliimore  delegates, 
was  never  before  exhibited  in  New  York. 

The  afternoon  at  the  Methodist  church  in  Duane  st. 
and  this  evening  at  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Riv- 
ingston  street,  similar  meetings  are  to  be  held;  and  Mr. 
Mitchell,  the  president  of  the  Washington  Temperance 
society  of  Baltimore,  will  address  both  meetings,  he 
having  joined  the  delegation  last  night,  and  will  attend 
the  subsequent  meetings  during  the  week,  in  company 
with  his  colleagues. 

A class  of  our  population  who  have  been  heretofore 
inaccessible  by  temperance  efforts,  it  is  believed  will 
now  be  reached  by  this  new  and  attractive  measure  of 
employing  reformed  drunkards  in  this  agency.  As 
the  New  York  Temperance  society  has  incurred  great 
expense  in  this  effort  to  do  good,  a collection  is  taken 
up  at  each  meeting,  which  the  friends  of  the  cause 
would  do  well  to  remember.  [N.  Y.  Com. 

The  number  of  temperance  pledges  which  have  been 
taken  in  Ireland  amount  to  four  millions  six  hundred 
thousand.  We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  record  double 
the  number  as  having  taken  the  pledge  in  the  United 
Slates.  [U.  S.  Gaz. 

A tee-totaler  bothered.  An  English  paper  gives 
the  following  instance  of  a tee-totaler  having  an  un- 
pleasant office  imposed  upon  him.  “Mr.  Wm.  Bright 
was  called  upon  to  take  the  office  of  ale  master.  Mr. 
Bright  hoped  that  the  recorder  would  not  compel  him 
to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  above  office,  as  he  was 
not  partial  to  the  taste  of  ale.  or  any  strong  drink.  The 
recorder  said  he  considered  that  was  not  a sufficient 
objection.  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  objection  would  be  held 
goo  1,  as  he  was  a tee-totaler.  The  recorder  said  a 
gentleman’s  being  a tee-totaler  is  not  a sufficient  dis- 
qualification for  such  an  office;  for  all  that  he  has  to  do, 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  ale  sold  is  of  such  a quality 
as  is  fit  for  her  majesty’s  subjects  to  drink.  Mr-  B.  said 
he  did  not  drink  ale.  The  recorder  said  the  jury  could 
not  appoint  a fitter  person — for  his  taste  must  be  more 
perfect  than  those  who  induke  iii  ale.  He  was  certain 
he  would  make  a very  excellent  taster.  And  he  was 
at  last  compelled  to  take  the  taster’s  oath.  So  they  had 
a man  pledged  not  to  drink,  and  yet  sworn  to  taste.  So 
the  two  pledges  would  come  together,  somewhere  be- 
tween the  lips  and  the  stomach. 

Tobacco.  There  were  only  221  hhs.  Maryland  and 
33  hhds  of  Ohio  inspected  last  week  in  Baltimore. 

The  western  rivers  were  generally  in  excellent 
navigable  condition  at  our  latest  dales  from  thence. — 
Steamboats  with  sugar  from  New  Orleans  are  unload- 
ing at  Pittsburg. 

Whale  ship  arrived.  The  whale  ship  Ceres,  of 
Wilmington,  Del.  arrived  at  that  port  on  Saturday. — 
She  has  a cargo  of  1,850  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

Washington  National  Monument  society.  At  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  Washington  National  Monu- 
ment society,  held  on  the  24th  instant,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  duly  elected  officers  and  managers  of 
the  society  to  serve  for  three  years  from  the  22d  of 
February  last,  agreeably  to  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution,  viz: 

Officers.  William  H.  Harrison,  president;  William 
Cranch,  1st  vice  president;  mayor  of  Washington,  2d 
vice  president;  William  W.  Seaton,  3d  vice  president; 
Samuel  H.  Smith,  treasurer;  George  Watterston,  se- 
cretary. 

Managers.-  Major  general  A.  Macomb,  general  N. 
Towson,  colonel  A.  Henderson,  colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 
colonel  James  Kearney,  William  Brent,  esq.  William 
L.  Brent,  esq.  Thomas  Munroe,  esq.  Thomas  Carbery, 
esq.  John  McLelland,  esq.  William  A.  Bradley,  esq. 
Philip  R.  Fendall,  esq.  Peter  Force,  esq. 

Water  vs.  steam.  The  Boston  Traveller  states  that 
it  is  now  generally  admitted  that  cotton  goods  can  be 
manufactured  at  a greater  profit  through  the  agency  of 
steam  than  that  of  water. 
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^ From  the  money  articles  in  the  same  papers,  we  ^cific  sum  of  $400,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is 
find  that  this  American  news  caused  a pauic  in  the  (appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasuiy,  for 
jmarkets.  .the  purpose  of  carrying  the  said  resolutions  into 

ifieffect.”  He  did  not  know  what  authority  there 


The  Dispatch  says,  “the  stoppage  of  the  United 
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years  ago  £24,  are  now  anxiously  sold  at  £4  10s.”  ?thing  less  than  a declaration  of  war  against  Great 


The  Morning  Herald  says,  “the  financial  and  po-  [Biitain.  (Hear,  hear)  He  was  more  adverse  to  war 
litical  news  from  New  York  produced  a considera-  jthan  any  individual  in  that  house.  He  looked  upon 
ble  impression  on  the  stock  market,  but  the  depth  fa  war  with  the  United  States  as  one  more  to  be  de- 
of  this  impression  would  be  ill  measured  by  the  ac-  sprecated  than  any  other,  inasmuch  as  it  must  be  of 
-dial  decline  merely  in  quotations  of  stocks,  for  it  'a  fratricidal  character.  (Hear,  hear).  He  lilce- 
Maryland — the  legislature  of,  attend  the  funeral  of  ,ntIS(  t,e  remembered  that  the  funds  were  on  the  rise, if  wise  saw  that  the  vast  commercial  interests  of  this 
C;°n'Hrprl?nJlar-nnn{:tlh;n’  tnv  anc*  a ,Pn8ency  to  a greater  rise  still.  (fcountry  must  be  exposed  to  disasters  by  its  conti- 
" v The  Globe  of  the  8th  says — “The  arrival  of  theRnuance. 

Westchester  from  New  York,  whence  she  sailed  otil  Still,  if  war  did  take  place  on  the  present  occa- 
the  16th  February,  brings  certain  information  thatgsion,  it  w ould  not  be  a war  of  our  seeking.  Besides, 


Navy jtems  S9jjphe  congress  of  tile  United  Slates,  by  the  large  ma-Swe  should  lose  our  high  character  as  a nation,  if  we 

New  Brunswick — legislative  proceedings,  sir  John  ajority  of  103  against  6S,  had  voted  in  favor  of  thefidid  not  defend  our  colonies  when  attacked,  neither 
Harvey’s  farewell  address  83Hreport  on  the  McLeod  affair,  which  was  calculated  togcould  we  claim  their  allegiance  if  we  did  not  give 

President  of  U.  S.— clauses  of  the  constitution  rela-Jexcite  hostilities  witli  England.  Tile  subject  beingjfthem  protection  when  they  were  acting  under  our 
live  to  succession  in  cases  of  vacancy  of  ^fiihus  taken  up  by  congress,  the  government  must  ol  gauthority.  (Hear,  hear).  He  had  seen  a great 

Postscript  arrival  of  the  Acadia  ‘"’Scourse  act  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  maio-Bexercise  of  our  vigor  under  the  auspices  of  the  no 

States  of  the  union— New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn-®  - • • ...  J - - 81  1 


sylvania,  Maryland  89;  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Missouri  90 

Tyler,  John,  late  vice  president,  now  president  of  the 
U.  S.  takes  the  oath  of  office  87 

Treasury  circular  88 

Todd,  col. — noiice  of  88 


rity,  and  therefore  the  chance  of  seeing  the  acts  ofBble  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in  another  part  of 
he  interior  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  Yorkggthe  globe,  where  it  was  of  a more  ambiguous  cha- 
overruied  by  the  general  government  no  long,  r ex-Ki  acter  than  it  would  be  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
ists.  It  makes  the  danger  of  a collision  more  imini-Sthat  he  trusted  that  the  noble  lord  would  on  this 
nent  than  it  was  before.  Our  citizens,  viewing  itgemergency  display  the  same  vigor  whicli  he  had 
n this  light,  have  shown  a much  greater  degree  ol'gjdisplayed  elsewhere.  His  movements,  however, 
alarm  regarding  the  question  this  morning,  than  theyijwere  so  secret — and  he  did  not  blame  the  noble  lord 
did  on  the  receipt  of  the  previous  communication, Bfor  it — that  the  house  had  no  opportunity  of  form- 
and  stocks  fell  3 8 or  £ per  cent,  immediately  aftergjing  an  opinion  upon  the  efficacy  of  his  directions, 
the  opening  of  business.”  S(Hear).  It  was,  however,  his  duty,  as  a member 

Ciiy,  12  o'clock.  The  effect  of  the  unfavorabieljof  parliament,  to  say  that  our  interests  would  be 
news  received  yesterday  from  America  is  wearingljbetter  secured  than  they  were  at  present  in  case  we 
off  here;  but  we  perceive  that  it  is  viewed  in  aseri-ghad  a strong  fleet  in  front  of  the  harbors  of  the  U. 
ous  light  in  Lancashire,  where  people  have  begunsfStates  and  a strong  army  on  the  frontiers  of  British 
to  purchase  cotton  largely,  under  the  impression  thatBAmerica.  He  left  it  to  the  government  to  say 
ome  interruption  to  the  trade  with  America  may Swhether  the  naval  and  military  estimates  were  on  a 
possibly  take  place,  and  that  article  has  consequent  .^sufficiently  large  scale  to  meet  every  contingency 
ly  advanced  in  price.  ||tbat  might  arise  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  (Heat, 

Two  o'clock  Consols  for  money  had  reached  88|,gkear).  If  they  were  not,  ministers  would  be  want- 
but  they  have  again  fallen  to  885  to  and  lor  tliel  ing  in  their  duty  if  they  did  not  come  down  to  par- 

ament  and  ask  for  such  sums  as  would  enable 
them  to  meet  every  contingency.  (Hear,  hear).- 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamship  British  Queen  arrived  at  New 
Yorkat  an  early  hour  on  Saturday  morning,  the  4th 
inst.  bringing  London  and  Liverpool  papers  to  her 
day  of  sailing,  the  10th  March. 

The  Queen  experienced  a very  rough  and  disa- 
greeable passage,  and  on  the  30lh  ult.  having  (lien 
been  out  20  days,  found  herself  obliged  to  put  into 
Halifax  for  fuel.  She  left  Halifax  on  the  1st,  and 
made  the  passage  to  New  York  in  three  days. 

G'i.EAT  BRITAIN. 

The  people  of  England  appear  to  have  been  panic 
struck  at  the  intelligence  w hich  reached  that  coun  I 

try  by  the  packets  George  Washington,  U.  Statesgaccoiint  88J  to  f;  new  3^  per  cents.  96  7-8  to  97; 
and  Westchester,  from  New  York.  The  first  namedland  exchequer  bills  7s.  to  9s.  premium. 

vessel  took  out  the  new’s  of  the  stoppage  of  thel  [Globe  of  9th,  P.  M.  |jHe  was  sure  (hat  the  house  would  willingly  comply 

United  States  bank — the  second  that  of  the  indict-B  al  squadron  ordered  to  America!  The  Tunes  andgwith  any  demand  which  would  enable  them  to  se 
rnent  of  McLeod,  and  the  Westchester  Mr.  Pick  Bother  papers  state  as  a positive  fact  that  some  partfjeure  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  country.  (Hear, 
ens’ report  in  congress  on  the  McLeod  affair.  Thesegof  the  squadron,  believed  to  consist  of  ten  sail  ofghear). 

three  causes  combind,  created  a sudden  panicBthe  line,  which  liad  been  engaged  on  the  coast  oil!  Mr.  Ewarl  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  anticipat- 
among  all  classes  of  persons,  and  the  funds  at  theBSyria,  had  been  suddenly  ordered  off  the  coast  ol'ffing  differences  between  the  two  countries.  Hebe 
stock  exchange  were  materially  lowered  in  conse-gAmerica,  to  support  the  remonstrance  of  the  BritishElieved  that  the  great  body  of  Americans  were  in 
queqce.  Bininister,  Mr.  Fox,  against  the  “judicial  muider  oflelined  to  peace  with  this  country — they  know  their 

We  find  it  utterly  impossible  in  our  limited  space, HMcLeod.”  f|own  interest  too  well,  he  believed,  to  wish  for  war, 

to  give  at  this  moment  even  a synopsis  of  the  com  ■ [1  Infantry  for  Halifax!  The  Times  also  states,  that  |He  trusted  that  the  unhappy  discord  which  it  ap- 
inents  of  the  press  upon  this  intelligence,  but  uponl“lhree  battalions  had  been  put  suddenly  under  or-  |peared  existed  at  present  might  pass  off  without 
Mr.  Pickens’ report,  which  seems  to  have  created gders  for  Halifax,”  and  adds,  “God  knows  how  the 
the  greatest  shock,  the  Globe  says — “the  painful  ef-jgbome  service  of  the  realm  could  be  furnished  after 
feet  which  this  intemperate  ‘party  document’  mustSlheir  departure.” 

otherwise  produce  on  the  Strongly  cherished  hopesa  The  Atla3  says,  “war  with  America  must  and 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  of  an  amicable  adjust- gwill  as  surely  follow  upon  the  murder  of  McLeod, 
meat  of  the  dispute,  will  be  much  relieved  by  thegas  the  light  of  morning  follows  the  darkness  of  night; 
tone  of  the  principal  speakers  in  debate  which  ensuedfbut  then  ibis  war  will  be  a war  without  any  definite 
on  the  question  of  printing  the  report.”  gobject,  except  revenge  for  an  injury  which  cannot 

“We  see  nothing  in  this  manifesto  of  empty  andgbe  atoned.”  I 

unreasonable  denunciations,  qualified  as  they  are  by  a The  news  from  die  continent  we  find  of  very  littleBthought  that  nothing  had  taken  place  in  America, 
the  strong  expressions  of  dissent  and  reprobationfinterest.  Shut  what  had  been  done  under  the  civil  law.  It 

1 In  France  every  thing  is  as  quiet  as  at  our  formergvvas  manifestly  too  soon  to  appeal  to  war when  they 
Mate.  gwere  not  informed  that  any  thing  had  taken  place 

I On  the  5th  of  March,  in  the  house  of  commons, S which  wras  not  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  these 
publication  of  this  report  created  considerable  unea-gwhile  discussing  the  question  that  the  house  go  intogcountries  in  which  they  had  taken  place, 
siness.  In  this  feeling,  we  confess,  we  do  not  alto  Ha  committee  of  supply,  to  w hich  the  army  estimatesg  The  house  then  went  into  committee. 

Jivere  to  be  referred — g|  There  had  nothing  occurred  of  much  interest  in 

i Mr.  S.  O’Brien  took  the  opportunity  of  adverting!!  the  house  on  the  9th  of  March.  On  the  8th,  the 
Jto  the  state  of  the  relations  between  Great  Britaingioilowing  took  place  in  the  house  of  lords; 
and  the  United  States.  Two  circumstances  were!  The  earl  of  Mountcashel,  said,  he  rose  to  put  a 
stated  in  the  newspapers  to  have  occurred  recently  .Bquestion  to  the  noble  viscount  opposite  respecting 
which,  if  true,  deserved  the  immediate  notice  of  theBsome  information  which  had,  it  appeared,  been  just 
house  of  commons.  The  first  was  that  a true  billgreceived  from  America,  and  which  was  of  great  im- 
liad  been  found  in  tile  United  States  against  colonellportance  to  this  country.  That  intelligence,  he  un- 
McLeod  for  murder  and  arson,  on  the  allegation  thatgderstood,  had  created  a great  sensation  in  the  city, 
lie  had  been  present  at  a transaction  ordered  by  thegand  had  caused  a fail  in  the  priceof  the  public  funds. 

I colonial  auttiorities  of  Canada,  and  the  second  was,®  He  alluded  to  a repoi  t from  the  committee  of  foreign 
that  the  legislature  of  Maine  had  recently  passejirelations,  made  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  to  con- 
these  two  resolutions;  Bgress,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  any  confir- 

“That  the  government  be  authorised  to  take  im-ijmatioii  as  to  the  document  in  question  being  official 
mediate  measures  to  remove  the  troops  of  the  queenlhad  been  received  by  her  majesty’s  ministers?  It 
of  Great  Britain  now  quartered  on  the  territoryiwas  not  his  intention,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
called  ‘disputed’  by  the  British  government;  that! submit  to  their  lordships  any  motion  on  the  subject 

VOL  A-eiG.  6. 


evil  results,  and  tie  was  confident  (hat,  it  it  did,  not 
only  the  interests,  but  the  wishes,  of  botli  nations 
would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  tiiat  the  noble  lord  would  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  house  and  the  country  by  some 
tatement  on  this  subject  (cries  of  oh!)  and  remove 
any  prejudice  which  might  be  occasioned  by  si- 
lence. He  (Mr.  Hume)  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  immediate  interference.  He 


with  which  it  was  received,  to  shake  our  belief  that | 
peace  will  be  preserved.” 

Tiie  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  9th  says:  “TheJ 


>ng, 

gether  participate.  The  very  men  who  drew  up  this 
document — it  is  plain  upon  the  face  of  it — must  have 
felt  they  were  putting  their  names  to  a case  upon 
which  no  nation  would  venture  to  enter  upon  hostili- 
ties. The  language  of  the  report  is  not  the  language 
of  men  who  either  were  convinced  that  they  had  a 
good  cause,  or  were  determined  logo  to  extremities 
in  a bail  one.” 

The  Times  says;  “We  shall  not  quote  from  this 
offensive  and  unjust  tirade,  hut  we  earnestly  invoke 
our  readers  to  study  it  in  extenso  for  themselves,  and 
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a,  hp  waei  most  desirous  rot  to  cause  a greater  di-M870,  75;  South  Carolina,  redeemable  in  1S56,  88;  f Liverpool  cotton  market,  March  5 

as  ne  was  most  aesirouw  LOl  tu  ua  ^ BtUn  Smith  rn4^.„ok!«;n  1Cr,Q  u ’flR  RQ  fr>  RQ* - antinnc  thfc K^.ir/Lt;  Qnrl  Mr 

vision 


Of  the  tians- 


Mulpp„  ,)lp  p-overmnents  than  thatg  South  Carolina,  redeemable  in  1858  to  ’68,  8S  to  89;  5 actions  this  week,  Saturday  and  Monday  embraced 
■which  unfortunately  now  existed.  But  when  a re-|L_ouisiana,  redeemable  in  1845,  ’47,  ’48,  ’50  and  ’52, labout^  16,000  bales,  one-third  to  speculators,  tbe^re- 


r,nrt  <mrh  as  that  to  which  "he  had  referred,  wasg,87;  Maryland,  redeemable  in  1S89,  80;  Alabama,  jmainder  being  divided  among 
nromolp-nfed  it  was  nroner  that  they  should  receive  | redeemable  in  1858,  ’59  and  ’60,  78;  New  York  city  -.days,  in  about  equal  portions; 

piomulgacea,  11  was  propel  uin  j . «.  „Qt.  Co  we  have  noticed  nn  WoHnp 


rnfo™Snd’as  Vo^it^'anthenticily.  For  his  own|five  per  cents  S3. 


part,  he  thought  it  could  not  be  genuine.  He  be- 
lieved that  it  must  be  an  invention,  and  there  were 
many  persons  who  would  be  glad  to  propagate  such 
a report  for  stock-jobbing  objects.  He  telt  very 
great  doubts  as  to  the  authenticity  ol  this  report, 
and  why? — because,  aware  of  the  good  under- 
standing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  he 
could  not  think  that  they  would  maintain  such 
doctrines. 

He  was  convinced  that  if  the  inhabitants  ot  the 
United  States  would  but  consider — if  they  would 
look  around  to  the  situation  ot  their  own  tinances 
if  they  would  recollect  that  there  were  3,000,000 
of  negro  slaves  in  their  country,  and  a great  body  j 
of  Indians  in  the  back  settlements,  who  might  be  a 
induced,  in  consequence  of  the  wrongs  they  com- 
plained of,  to  take  a part  in  the  contest — if  they 
cast  their  eyes  towards  Canada,  where  there  was  as 
loyal  a set  of  men  as  any  in  the  empire,  and  asked, 
“Had  they  not  the  prower  of  getting  into  their 
hands  individuals  belonging  to  the  United  States? 
and  also  if  they  recollected  the  very  large  body  ol 
regular  troops  that  we  had  in  Canada,  and  tne  ef- 
ficient naval  force  which  was  now  at  our  disposal, 
in  consequence  of  the  eastern  question  being  set- 
tled—they  would,  if  they  considered  these  points 
anxiously  abstain  from  hostilities.  They  were  t 
calculating  people,  and  they  would  see  that  they 
must  sustain  an  immense  loss  by  such  an  event. 
For  these  reasons  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  do-„  , 
curnent  was  not  a true  one.  He  therefore  askedp 
the  noble  viscount  whether  her  majesty’s  minis 
ters  had  received  any  official  information  respect- 
ing this  report.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
felt  that  he  was  perfectly  justified  in  putting  this 
question.  The  report  had  appeared  in  the  pub 
lie  papers,  and  it  was  necessary  that  some  infor 
ination  should  be  afforded  respecting  it.  At  the 
present  moment  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  make 
any  observations  on  the  subject;  but  it  they  were 
given  to  understand  that  the  report  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  official,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty, 
at  a proper  time,  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
house,  for  a document  more  insulting  to  this  nation 
could  not  possibly  be  conceived. 

Viscount  Melbourne  said,  he  was  unable  to  give 
any  other  answer  to  the  question  of  the  noble  earl 
than  by  stating,  that  he  was  not  aware  whether  any 
communication  had  been  received  that  morning 
from  her  majesty’s  minister  in  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  subject  referred  to.  But  he  appre- 
hended from  the  form  in  which  the  document  ap 
peared,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  authen- 
ticity. 

House  of  commons,  March  9.  Mr.  Hume  moved 
for  a “return  under  different  heads,  or  the  manner 
in  which  the  several  sums  voted  for  the  insurrec- 
tion in  Canada,  viz:  in  1838,  £500,000,  in  1839, 
£647,000;  and  in  1840;  £553,000,  amounting  in 
the  three  years  to  £ 1,700,000,  were  expended.”, 
“A  return  of  the  number  of  muskets  and  other  fire 
arms,  of  swords,  and  the  quantity  and  kind  of  mi 
iitary  stores,  sent  to  and  landed  in  Syria,  since 
July,  1840.”  Also  for  “a  return  of  the  number  of 
English,  Scotch  and  Irish  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  in  the  whole  of  the  British  armylj 
in  each  of  the  years  on  the  first  of  January,  1830 
and  1840,  distinguishing  the  household  troops,  the 
cavalry,  the  artillery  and  sappers  and  miners  from|l 
regiments  of  the  line.”  Ordered. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  same  day,  there  j 
was  no  allusion  to  the  affair  of  McLeod,  or  Mr. 
Picken’s  report:  neither  was  there  on  the  following 


Tha  United  States  bank. 


jmainder  being  divided  amongst  the  following  four 

and  we  have  found, 
Sas  we  have  noticed  on  Wednesday  last,  that  in  the 
The  fall  of  the  Unitedlrates  °f  demand,  so  has  been  the  steadiness  ofprices, 


States  bank,  naturally  draws  attention  to  the  loansg 
jeontracted  last  year  in  Europe  by  that  institution 


as  they  show  the  very  great  extent  of  liability  United  States i,  and  the  lack  of  encourage- 

recently  entered  into.  To  meet  its  pressing  en-  ^ent  lhf.  Manchester  market,  that  a greater 

Igagements  then,  at  the  period  referred  to,  the  bank|degree  of  cant, on  actuates  buyers  whilst  the  ac- 
Ihas  received  the  following  loans:-two  in  London, 8?°“'*  ot  s_hort  C!°P3  sUl1  has  Its  lnfluence  with  the 


day.  . . B business,  or  winding  up  its  affairs. 

United  States  bank.  The  first  impression  of  the|lihBra,  r’n  - ■ ■ 

news  of  the  suspension  of  the  United  States  bank 


which  close  the  same  as  on  Friday  la3t.  It  is  very 
evident  that  since  the-  receipt  of  the  last  accounts 


aholders.  Speculators  have  taken  7,000  bales  of 
[’American  and  500  Surat.— 1,250  bales  of  Ameri- 
can and  110  Surat  were  forwarded  into  the  country 
past  month  unsold.  The  sales  to-day  are  about 
’4,000  bales  of  all  funds. 

I Colton  market,  March  8.  The  sale3  of  cotton  to- 
|day  amount  to  7,000  bags,  of  which  speculators 
Shave  purchased  700  Americans  and  1,000  Surats; 
|the  rest  is  to  the  trade. 

The  market  lias  been  very  brisk,  and  prices  are 
to  Jd.  higher  than  on  Friday  last.  The  advance 
|is  attributable  to  the  warlike  intelligence  received 
from  the  United  States,  which  has  induced  several 
holders  to  withdraw  their  stocks  from  the  market. 

TURKEY,  EGYPT  AND  SYRIA. 

The  Austrian  Observer  of  the  26th  ult.  states  that 
“intelligence  from  Constantinople  of  the  15th  ult. 
informs  us,  that  the  sultan’s  firman  granting  to  Me- 
hemit  Ali  and  his  family  the  pasbalic  of  Egypt  he- 
reditarily, had  just  been  prepaied  ” 

The  firmari3  had  been  forwarded  to  Alexandria 
'on  the  14th  ult.  The  first  contained  the  order  to 
invest  Mehemit  Ali  with  the  pashalic  of  Egypt,  as 
likewise  the  rules  and  regulations  to  which  the  pa- 
shas of  Egypt  are  to  be  subjected.  The  second  fir- 
man invites  Mehemit  Ali  to  send  the  arrears  of  tri- 
bute. due  for  Arabia,  Candia  and  Syria  to  Constan- 
tinople. The  third  finnan  places  the  provinces  of 
Sennar,  Nubia  and  Ethiopia,  provisionally  under 
the  orders  of  the  “governor”  of  Egypt. 

It  would  appear,  says  the  London  Times,  that  the 
Turkish  government  anticipate  a refusal  on  the  part 
of  Mehemit  Ali  to  accept  the  terms  with  which  his 
recognition  by  the  sultan  was  accompanied. 

The  Ottoman  porte  has  addressed  a circular  to  the 
ambassadors,  announcing  to  them  that  the  Egyptian 
affair  being  concluded,  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of 
Egypt  was  raised,  and  the  liberty  of  commeice  re- 
established. 

The  London  Times  states  that  a protocol  has  been 
[signed  by  all  (he  powers,  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
July,  in  which  it  is  declared  that  the  provisions  of' 
that  convention  are  brought  to  their  natural  close  in 
consequence  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  purpose  which 
it  was  intended  to  accomplish;  and  that  a definitive 
arrangement, to  which  France  will  be  a party,  may  be 
(he  speedy  and  appropriate  consequence  of  the  ex- 
piration of  the  late  treaty. 

CHINA,  INDIA  AND  EGYPT. 

By  an  extraordinary  express  from  Marseilles,  in 
anticipation  of  the  overland  mail  from  India,  late 
intelligence  from  China,  from  the  several  presiden- 
cies ol  India,  from  Alexandria,  and  from  most  of  the 
,rports  in  the  Mediterranean,  was  received  in  London 
| on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  was  brought  by  ex- 
impress  to  Liverpool  by  our  agent  at  London,  in  sea- 
son to  be  despatched  by  the  British  Queen. 

Tile  great  object  of  interest  in  the  intelligence 
received  by  this  expresses  the  state  of  the  British 
relations  with  the  Chinese  government.  The  nego- 
tiations up  to  the  18!h  of  December,  which  is  the 
Ijlatest  date  of  the  news  from  Macao,  appear  to  have 
j produced  nothing,  for  the  Chinese  seem  desirous  of 
shuffling  and  delay. 

On  the  6th  of  November  admiral  Elliot  issued  a 
notice  at  Chusan  to  the  Brilish  there,  stating  that  a 
truce  had  been  concluded  with  the  Chinese,  binding 
them  within  certain  limits,  the  British  boundaries 
being  Chusan  and  the  small  islands  adjacent.  This 
notice  was  accompanied  with  a recommendation  to 
endeavor  to  conciliate  the  Chinese.  The  other  ple- 
3 - , . , , lMnipotentiary,  captain  Elliot,  issued  a circular  de- 

whirh  is  the  nrice  auoted  at  the  latest  dates  £§reaiiy  market  for  bank  shares  at  51.  15;s.  and i 61.  but jjLlaring  that  the  interests  of  the  British  at  Chusan 

which  is  the  price  quoiea  at  me  latest  uates.  sphere  is  one  broker  who  is  in  possession  ot  orders!  should  be  attended  to  durin»-  the  negotiations  In 

The  London  Observer  gives  the  amount  of  thisi,  ,,  h or  £200  000  shares  if  to  he  ob-l f.  0 la  D attendee  to  <lurin„  tne  negotiations.  In 

stock  held  in  Europe  at  about  £3,000,000,  orfe*^' 8 P"cl ™a,eot'5Z  per  share.  B he  mean  time,  a dreadful  mortality  diminished  the 

$15,000,000;  and  recommends  that  some  mode  bei  . . . . ,,  . . | troops  there. 

adopted,  to  ascertain  whether  the  holders  of'  that!  ot  the  state  securities  it  is  needless  to  enclose  a|  The  admiral,  with  a considerable  portion  ol  the 
stock  would  not  desire  that  the  affairs  of  the  bankllist>  no  transactions  being  ventured  upon  by  any|,q„adron,  arrived  on  the  20lh  of  November  at  Tong- 
ue wound  up.  The  paper  of  the  7th  says:  t;  person  in  London,  nor  is  there  expected  to  be  anyg|;oo.  On  the  21st  captain  Elliot  proceeded  in  the 

ThP  ol, -ires'  to-dav  averaeed  about  £5  10s  each  --.revival  of  business  until  the  arrival  of  intelligencetjQueen  steamer  towards  the  Bogue  forts,  in  order  to 
ThV  more  current  prices  to-day  of  such  of  (heffrom  the  new  administration  of  the  United  States,  (deliver  a letter  for  Keshen.  A boat  was  sent  off 
American  state  securities  a.s  have  been  actuallyfS  Liverpool,  March  9.  The  duty [on  flour  remains^  with  a flag  of  truce  (lying,  but  it  was  fired  at  by  the 
dealt  in  were  these:— New  York  redeemable  in  1845'fat  17s.  5d.  and  the  article  is  offering  to  day  at  25s.|Cl)inese  from  the  fort.  The  boat  returned;  and  se- 
to  1860,  84;  Pennsylvania  redeemable  in  1864  to  65, iper  bbl.  in  bond,  without  finding  buyers.  Thefeveral  shots  were  fired  at  the  steamer,  one  of  which 

SO-  Ohio,  redeemable  in  1856  to  ’60,  89  to  90;  Mas-iUorn  market  very  dull  and  on  the  decline.  Tur-ptruck  her.  Two  shells  were  thrown  into  the  fort 
sachusetts,  redeemable  in  1868,  100;  Indiana,  re-fpentine  11s.  6d.  a 11s.  lOd.  per  cwt.  for  fair  quality. |from  the  steamer,  which  then  rejoined  the  squadron, 
deemable  ’in  1861  to  ’66,63  to  64;  Indiana  re-lTobacco  is  held  at  higher  prices,  and  some  few  ; Captain  Elliot  went  subsequently  to  Macao,  and 
deemable  in  1863,  72  to  73;  Illinois,  redeemable  infsales  have  been  made  at  an  advance  of  £a|d.  per  lb.r'by  some  secret  means  contrived  to  send  the  letter. 


Ithe  first  for  £800,000,  of  which  half  will  fall  due  in 
April,  1841,  and  the  remainder  in  April,  1842;  and 
Ithe  second  for  £900,000,  payable  in  equal  sums  in 
jjOctober,  1841,  and  October,  1842;  also,  the  Dutch 
|loan  for  £700,000,  redeemable  in  five  years.  These 
engagements  amount  to  £2.400,000,  to  which  is  to 
be  added  the  £1,000,000  of  credits  on  the  agency 
establishment  in  Philadelphia;  all  entered  into  with- 
in  the  space  of  about  2 years,  and  nearly  the  whole 
^unfortunately  derived  from  English  capital,  employ- 
ed too,  be  it  remembered,  to  save  a part  of  the  loss 
which  otherwise  must  have  fallen  upon  the  Ameri- 
cans themselves.  It  was  a current  remark  in  New 
York,  when  the  large  credit  ill  London  in  favor  of 
the  United  States  bank  were  made  known,  that  they 
had  served  to  realize  for  New  York  an  equal  amount 
of  “suspended  debt”  and  to  throw  the  whole  weight 
on  England.  Such  a wreck  of  a great  banking  con- 
cern lias  probably  never  before  occurred.  The  100 
dollar  shares,  which  used  to  be  at  25/.  to  26Z.  pre 
vious  to  the  first  suspension  of  specie  payments,  are 
now  quoted  at  4Z.  10s.  and  that  in  almost  a nominal 
quotation. 

It  seems  to  be  the  nearly  universal  opinion  that 
nothing  is  now  left  but  a liquidation,  and  that  the 
llonger  it  is  delayed  the  worse  it  will  be  for  the  cre- 
ditors.  [Times. 

Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  From  the  London 
correspondence  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  En- 
quirer, we  extract  the  following  gratifying  informa- 
tion: 

The  intelligence  of  the  suspension  of  payment 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  w-as  altogether  un- 
expected in  England — the  institution  having  been 
thought  to  be  in  a course  of  returning  prosperity— 
and  which  would  be  more  confirmed  when  it  was 
known  in  the  U.  S.  that  all  the  bills  had  heen  readily 
^accepted  by  the  house  of  Robert  Morrison  &.  Sons, 
jj  Whatever  renewal  of  difficulties  this  may  lead  to  in 
“the  United  Slates,  appears  difficult  to  be  perceived 
in  this  countiy,  as  the  circumstance  had  been  en 
tirely  unforeseen — but  in  the  interim  it  is  gratifying 
to  inform  the  friends  of  the  bank  that  all  the  panic 
which  has  been  prevailing  in  the  American. market 
has  not  alarmed  or  moved  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  new  London  agents — who  not  only  have  accept- 
ed without  the  slightest  hesitation  all  the  bills  which 
have  come  forward — but  have  offered  the  money  at 
the  same  time,  at  the  market  rate  of  interest,  to  all 
who  professed  to  prefer  it — -one  party,  the  holder  of 
no  less  a sum  than  £80,000  sterling,  having  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  present  writer  been  offered  the 
money  yesterday,  but  declined  the  offer— as  having 
no  mode  of  employing  it  better  than  holding  the  ac- 
ceptance of  R.  Morrison  & Sons.  Neither  is  there 
lo-day  any  hesitation  at  the  bank  of  England,  or  in 
, .Lombard  street,  to  take  in  the  same  paper  as  of  the 
(-'first  rate  class,  and  as  the  hills  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  are  thus  established  as  the  best  which  can  be 
obtained  for  remittance  to  England — and  there  is 
isaid  to  be  still  a large  margin  in  the  agreement  with 
“the  London  agents,  it  is  only  proper  to  be  observed 
that  so  far  as  the  suspension  ot  payments  at  home, 
Ihas  occurred  at  a time  when  its  affairs  were  re-e: 
tablished  in  England,  it  is  a consideration  probably 
of  some  importance  in  the  event  of  its  resuming  its 
business,  or  winding  up  its  affairs.  The  firm  and 
liberal  conduct  of  the  London  agents  lias  created 
marked  reaction  in  favor  of  the  shares  of  the  bank, 


produced  a panic  among  the  stockholders,  and  °n§an(j  though  every  other  American  security  is  now 
the  market  generally.  United  States  bank  stockpt  j i|  unsa|eable,  there  is  not  only  this  afternoon  a 
fell  to  £4  10s.  but  in  a few  days  rallied  to  £5  10s.S„_“.r  . - 
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An  apology  was  demanded  Tor  the  insult  to  the  flaggand  a constable  named  Davis  was  struck  in  the  hand 


of  truce,  which,  after  some  delay,  was  assented  to  by  3 — the  ball  piercing  his  coat.  An  express  started 
Keshen.  ’ — -'■*  “ 1 ‘ 

On  the  26th  of  November  preparations  were  made 
for  an  attack  on  the  Bogne  forts,  as  Keshen  was 
suspected  of  producing  unnecessary  delay.  He,; 
however,  made  his  public  entry  into  Canton,  having' 
taken  care  to  give  previous  notice  of  his  arrival  to] 
the  admiral.  On  the  29th  of  November  the  admi- 
ral, on  the  ground  of  serious  indisposition  from  pal-] 
pitation  of  the  heart,  resigned  the  command  of  the 
expedition  to  com.  sir  J.  J.  Gorden  Bremer,  and 
sailed  (or  England  on  board  the  Volage. 

The  proceedings  at  Canton  have  since  been 
strange.  Keshen,  on  the  ground  that  the  people 
were  opposed  to  his  going  to  communicate  in  per- 
son with  the  outside  barbarians,  is  said  to  have  de- 


immediately  for  the  military,  and  in  a very  short 
time,  a company  of  the  34th  was  on  the  spot.  The 
riot  act  was  read,  and  the  soldiers  cleared  the  streets. 
The  house  was  immediately  forced,  and  eight  men, 
one  of  them  much  wounded,  were  escorted  by  the 
sheriff  and  a party  of  the  military  to  jail.  More 
troops  arrived,  and  order  was  soon  restored.  * 

Sir  George  Arthur  arrived  at  Boston  on  Monday, 
and  takes  passage  in  the  Caledonia.  The  elections 
in  Canada,  so  far,  shows  a return  of  of  36  unionists 
and  19  of  the  opposition  party. 

New  Brunswick.  The  provincial  legislature  of 
New  Brunswick  closed  its  session  on  the  26th  tilt, 
on  which  occasion  the  house  of  assembly  and  the 
lieut.  governor,  sir  John  Harvey,  took  a final  leave 


dared  that  he  had  no  interview  with  them  at  Peiho,  of  each  other,  with  strong  expressions  of  mutual  re- 


and  sent  two  subordinate  mandarins  to  confer  with 
captain  Elliot.  Some  efforts  were  made  to  liberate 
Mr.  Stanton,  which  were  successful.  Nothing  is 
known  of  the  other  prisoners. 

Threats  are  stated  to  have  been  used  by  the  com- 
modore, whose  nomination  to  the  command  has  been 
hailed  by  all  the  British  at  Macao,  that  unless  Kes- 
hen would  begin  the  negotiations  in  reality,  recourse 
would  he  had  to  hostilities.  The  14th  and  17th  of 
December  had  been  named  as  the  days  of  attack; 
but  on  the  13th  captain  Elliot  went  to  Macao,  and 
told  the  merchants  that  the  negotiations  were  still 
open.  Great  anxiety  is  felt  at  Bombay  about  thel 
results,  for  while  some  pretended  that  Keshen  is] 
sincere  in  his  efforts  to  make  peace,  others  denied 
the  fact,  and  stated  that  hostilities  wrould  become 
imperative.  A few  days  would  decide. 

The  merchants  at  Bombay  have  addressed  peti- 
tions on  the  subject  to  both  houses  of  parliament. 

Tiie  admiral  left  Singapore  for  England  on  the 
20th  of  December. 

Tranquillity  prevailed  in  India,  and  the  intelli- 
gence by  the  express  brought  nothing  of  importance 
from  any  of  the  presidencies. 

The  commander-in-chief  of  the  Madras  army,  sir] 

S.  F.  Whittingham,  died  of  apoplexy  on  the  19th 
tilt.  He  has  been  succeeded,  ad  interim,  by  majo 
general  Allen,  during  the  absence  of  sir  Robert 
Dick,  the  senior  officer.  Great  apprehension  pre- 
vails respecting  the  Golconda  transport,  which  took 
soldiers  for  China  from  Madras  in  September;  and 
has  not  been  heard  of  since  she  passed  Singapore 

In  the  month  of  November,  sir  Lionel  Smith,  the 
governor  of  the  Mauritus,  found  himself  obliged, 
f rom  the  conduct  adopted  by  the  French  governor 
of  Bourbon,  to  issue  a proclamation,  ordering  all  the” 

French  aliens  to  prepare  to  leave  that  colony  until 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  be  better  decided. 

The  French  frigate  Magicienne  was  lost  near  Pa- 
lavoan  on  the  27th  of  November.  The  crew  was 
saved  by  two  English  vessels. 

London,  March  10,  12$  o'clock.  The  greatest] 
excitement  prevails  in  the  city,  occasioned  by  the 
promulgation  of  the  news  by  the  overland  mail  from 
India  and  China.  Tea  has  suddenly  risen  in  price, 
and  the  stock  market  is  very  much  depressed,  and 
exhibits  a downward  tendency. 

I have  no  time  to  add  another  word,  am  only  ena- 
bled to  write  this  with  a pencil  on  my  wray  to] 

Southampton  by  an  express  train.  A steamer  will 
be  ready  to  convey  me  to  the  British  Queen,  with 
all  your  despatches.  Your  humble  serv’t,  P,Q. 

T12XAS. 

Overland  trade  with  Mexico . A late  number  of|lthem,  I will  add,  that  for  myself  it  will 
the  Shrevesport  lntelligencerstate3  that  two  envoysdone  of  the  chief  consolations  of  my 
recently  arrived  in  Texas  from  the  interior  provin- 


ard.  The  speaker  of  the  assembly,  in  presenting 
Ihe  money  bills  for  the  lieut.  governor’s  assent,  ad- 
dressed him  as  follows: 

“In  presenting  the  money  bills,  l may  be  permit- 
ted to  observe,  that  since  the  arrival  of  your  excel- 
lency in  the  province,  six  sessions  of  the  legislature 
have  been  held,  in  all  of  which  the  best  understand- 
ing existed,  and  continues  to  the  present  moment. 
The  two  deliberative  branches  cordially  united  in 
sustaining  your  excellency’s  enlightened  and  liberal 
administration  of  the  government. 

“The  results  of  this  happy  state  of  affairs  are  con- 
tentment and  tranquillity  throughout  the  land — ex 
tentive  improvement — a rapid  development  of  our 
resources — and  a great  advancement  of  general 
prosperity. 

“The  useful  and  unremitting  labors  of  the  present 
session  are  not,  therefore,  particularly  distinguish- 
ed, but,  like  the  five  preceding,  will,  without  doubt, 
prove  highly  beneficial. 

“I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
deep  and  painful  regret  that  your  excellency  is  short- 
ly to  leave  our  shores,  and  I am  assured  that  my 
feelings  on  this  occasion  are  in  unison  with  those  of 
the  whole  population  of  this  colony.” 

Sir  John  Harvey,  in  his  address  to  the  assembly, 
announcing  the  close  of  the  session,  after  thanking 
the  house  for  the  libeial  supplies  voted  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  after  some  remarks  complimentary 
of  the  loyal  and  enlightened  course  of  the  provincial 
assembly,  and  of  the  general  conduct  of  the  people 
of  the  province,  closed  his  address  as  follows: — 
“The  queen  having  been  pleased  to  terminate  my 
official  connexion  with  New  Brunswick,  the  painful 
necessity  is  imposed  upon  me  of  bidding  you  adieu 
which  I know'  you  will  believe  that  I do  with  feel- 
ings of  deep  emotion — arising  as  well  from  grati 
tude  for  the  confidence  which  you  so  frankly  repos 
ed  in  me  from  the  first  hour  of  our  intercourse — a 
confidence  which  has  alleviated  and  facilitated  the 
anxious  duties  attaching  to  my  station,  and  rendered 
their  performance  satisfactory  and  delightful,  and  as 
I will  hope,  and  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  assure 
me,  beneficial  to  the  providence — from  regret  at  my 
disseverance  from  a people  among  whom  several  ol 
the  happiest  years  of  my  life  has  been  passed,  and  to 
whom  I shall  ever  feel  myself  linked  in  sentiments 
of  unceasing  regard  and  affection — and  lastly,  from 
prided  and  satisfaction  at  the  prosperous  and  happy 
state  in  which  I leave  you. 

“In  imploring  for  the  people  of  this  noble  pro- 
vince the  continuance  of  those  blessings  to  which 
their  many  highininded  qualities  so  justly  entitle 

constitute 

remaining 

days,  to  witness,  though  at  a distance,  the  rapid 


f j _ 

ces  ot  Mexico,  charged  with  pow'er  from  the  peoplegprogress  which  New  Brunswick  is  destined  to  make 
of  Chihuahua,  Durango  and  Zacatecas,  to  makepiu  all  that  relates  to  her  prosperity  and  improve- 
terms  of  amity  and  commerce,  in  order  to  open  ailment. 


communication  between  those  provinces  and  some 
point  on  the  Red  river.  The  editor  of  the  Shreves- 
port  paper  says  that  those  provinces  consume  now 
notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  under  which  they 
labor,  about  $3,000,000  worlh  nl  goods  annually. 

CANADA. 

Elections.  The  Rochester  Advertiser  has  a corn 
municatiori  supposed  to  be  from  Wm.  L.  McKenzie 


‘England  already  looks  with  great  interest  to  Ihe 
ipeople  of  New  Brunswick,  as  to  an  impenetrable 
(barrier  against  the  spread  of  unsound  and  unconsti- 
tutional opinions  on  this  continent;  and  I foresee, 
I that  in  the  course  ofevents,  that  feeling  will  be  ele 
jvated  into  one  of  just  pride  in  the  possession  of  so 
ijrioble  a bulwark  of  her  glorious  institutions. 

“I  have  yet  one  more  observation  to  make,  and  if] 


giving  the  result  of  the  recent  elections  to  ihe  le-athat  observation  should  be  deemed  superfluous,  I 


gislature  in  Canada,  as  far  as  ascertained.  The  ar- 
ticle says,  that  of  thirty'-two  members  who  have 


trust  to  your  candor  to  impute  it  to  its  true  raotive- 
au  anxious  desire  to  perpetuate  to  you,  as  far  as  my] 


been  elected  nineteen  are  reformers;  and  thirteenjsadvice  or  influence  may  be  permitted  to  extend,  the 


are  classed  as  tories.  The  house  consists  of  eighty- 
four  members,  forty-two  from  each  province;  until! 
further  returns  are  received  the  political  charac- 


blessings  which  must  ever  attend  the  harmonious 
work  of  the  machinery  of  which  legislation  and 
government  are  composed.  Permit  me,  then,  to] 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

DEATH  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

I WISH  YOU  TO  UNDERSTAND  THE  TRUE  PRIN- 
CIPLES OF  THE  GOVERNMENT.  I WISH  THEM  CAR- 
RIED OUT.  I ASK  NOTHING  MORE.”  Sucll  Were 
the  dying  words  of  William  Henry  Harrison — 
he,  upon  whom  but  one  brief  month  since,  were  re- 
posed the  confidence  and  affections,  as  well  as  the 
highest  hopes  of  this  whole  people;  has  been  sud- 
denly, by  the  overuling  dispensation  of  an  all  wise 
providence,  removed  from  the  sphere  of  mortal 
things,  and  a nation  is  in  mourning.  May  we  receive 
this  chastening,  with  that  true  humility  through 
which  alone  we  are  authorised  to  look  beyond  the 
deepest  of  gloom  to  the  rainbow  which  is  still  hung 
in  the  Heaven. 

Washington,  April  4,  1841. 

An  all-w'ise  Providence  having  suddenly  remov- 
ed from  this  life  William  Henry  Harrison,  late 
president  of  the  United  States,  we  have  thought  it  our 
duty7,  in  the  recess  of  congress,  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  vice  president  from  the  Seat  of  government,  to 
make  this  afflicting  bereavement  known  to  the  coun- 
country, by  this  declaration,  underour  hands. 

He  died  at  the  president’s  house,  in  this  city, 
this  fourth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  1841,  at 
thirty  minutes  before  one  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  overwhelmed, 
like  ourselves,  by  an  event  so  unexpected  and  so 
melancholy,  will  derive  consolation  from  knowing 
that  his  death  was  calm  and  resigned,  as  his  life 
has  been  patriotic,  useful  and  distinguised;  and 
that  the  last  utterance  of  his  lips  expressed  a fer- 
vent desire  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  constitution 
]and  tile  preservation  of  its  true  principles.  In 
death,  as  in  life,  the  happines  of  his  country  was 
uppermost  in  his  thoughts. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  stale. 
THOMAS  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
JOHN  BELL, 

Secretary  of  war. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney  general. 
FRANCIS  GRANGER, 
Postmaster  general. 

The  following  announcement  of  the  death  is  from 
the  Madisonian  of  the  6th. 

The  national  bereavement.  A dark  pall  covers 
This  community.  The  arrow  of  death,  which  al- 
ways seems  to  love  a shining  mark,  has  reached 
our  late  much  beloved  and  venerated  president! 
The  arm,  which  not  long  since  wielded  a sword  in 
defence  of  the  country,  is  palsied — the  eye,  which 
lately  beamed  so  brightly  and  benignantly,  is  clos- 
ed— the  voice  whose  trumpet  tones  but  a few  weeks 
ago  reverberated  through  the  halls  of  the  capitol,  is 
forever  hushed  and  silent — and  the  venerable  form 
of  William  Henry  Harrison,  lately  animated  and 
erect,  has  become  but  a cold  and  lileless  clod.  The 
hopes  of  a nation  are  withered,  and  high  and  confi- 
dent expectation  has  given  place  to  grief  and  de- 
spondency. 

Who  shall  measure  the  anguish  of  that  afflicted 
family,  from  whose  midst  an  all- wise  Providence 
has  removed  the  affectionate  husband,  father,  rela- 
tive, friend  and  benefactor?  And  although  the 
tears  of  multitudes  may  be  mingled  with  those  of 
the  relative,  and  the  sympathies  of  a nation  be  ex- 
cited, yet  who  can  repair  the  loss?  May  God,  in 
his  Providence,  sanctify  the  dispensation  for  the 
everlasting  good  of  the  family  and  the  nation. 
There  is  great  consolation  to  be  found  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  eventful  and  patriotic  life  of  the  deceas- 
ed, as  there  is  also  in  the  manner  of  his  death.  In 
Ithe  one,  as  in  the  other,  he  has  manifested  thegood- 
Iness  of  his  heart,  the  constancy  of  his  patriotism, 
and  the  purity  of  his  intentions.  Short  as  has  been 
his  administration,  none  who  have  been  friendly  to 
him  will  have  cause  to  regret  their  efforts  or  their 
devotion. 

The  particulars.  From  the  moment  general  Har- 
rison was  elected  president  to  the  day  of  his  illness, 
his  heart  has  been  tilled  with  gratitude  to  the  peo- 
ple, to  whom  indeed  he  has  always  been  affection- 
ately devoted.  In  the  generosily  of  that  heart  he 
has  invariably  opened  his  doors  wide  to  the  recep- 
tion of  his  1 1 tends,  and  his  house  has  been  the 
abode  of  hospitality  and  kindness.  He  has  indulg- 
ed his  friends,  alas,  to  his  own  destruction.  From 
sunrise  in  the  morning,  till  nearly  midnight  in  the 
evening,  he  has  incessantly  devoted  himself  to  his 
fellow  citizens  who  visited  him,  with  the  excep- 


ter  of  the  united  parliament  will  remain  in  doubt. gimpress  upon  you  the  advantage  to  the  public  iute-1 
The  Upper  Canada  returns  are  far  more  republicanPrest  which  must  result  from  according  to  the  dis-jj 

than  was  expected;  those  of  Lower  Canada  less  so.it inguished  individual  who  may  be  selected  by  the&tion  of  the  hour  each  day  spent  in  cabinet  council. 

A dreadful  riot  occurred  at  Toronto  recently,  be-H^overeign  to  represent  her  majesty  in  this  province, pft  was  his  habit,  after  rising,  first  to  peruse  his 
tween  opposite  political  factions.  One  man  namedSthe  same  degree  of  confidence  which  you  were  pleas-j^Bible  and  then  to  take  a walk  before  breakfast. 
Jas.  Dunn,  a tailor,  was  killed  on  the  spot.  A se-jjed  to  repose  in  me,  and  to  which,  I repeat,  I tnainly^Frequently  he  would  bring  in  with  him  persons  he 
sond,  a coachman  of  the  receiver  general,  receivedgimpute,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence, i^had  met  in  his  walk  to  breakfast  with  him.  And 
a ball  in  the  lungs,  but  we  understand,  is  recovering.^ whatever  of  success  may7  have  attended  my  efforts';. afterwards,  the  whole  day  would  be  spent  in  re- 
A sou  of  Mr.  Cathcart,  was  shot  through  the  thigh, ^to  be  useful.”  geeiving  company  and  transacting  business. 
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On  Thursday  morning  week  the  porter,  who  foundgremerabered.  While  Dr.  Worthington  and  ones 
him  reading  the  Bible, °and  even  (hen  complainingior  two  other  attendants  were  standing  over  him.l 
of  indisposifion,  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  ofghaving  just  administered  to  his  comfort,  he  cleared* 
excluin®-  visiters  until  10  o’clock  in  the  morning. Shis  thmat  as  if  dpsirimr  to  snpalr  audihlv.  and  as 
“No,  no”— said  the  kind  hearted  president— “let] 
them  come  in.  Many  of  them  have  come  from 
distant  states  to  see  me,  and  they  wish  to  get  home.j 
and  I will  not  refuse  them.”  On  Saturday  morningj 
week,  we  saw  him,  and  he  was  at  that  time  com- 
plaining of  a headache,  and  expressing  his  regret; 
that  he  found  so  little  time  to  attend  to  important 
business  before  him,  alluding  to  a map  of  Florida 
which  he  desired  to  examine,  as  he  wished  to  bring 
the  war  in  that  territory  to  a close.  We  believe  the] 
last  letter  he  wrote,  was  on  the  subject  of  that  war. 

The  same  afternoon  he  was  taken  with  a chill,  and 
retired  to  that  bed,  which  has  in  eight  days  proved 
his  last.  We  were  not  without  hope  of  his  recove- 
ry until  the  afternoon  of  last  Saturday,  when  a se- 
rious diarrhoea  came  on,  under  which  he  soon  sank. 

Religious  services  were  performed  by  the  rev. 

Mr.  Hawley  Saturday  evening,  and  he  did  not  seem 
to  have  become  insensible  until  after  10  o’clock. 

At  a quarter  before  10  o’clock  the  president  gave 
utterance  to  his  last  speech,  which  wras  taken  down 
at  the  instant,  by  Dr.  Worthington,  and  deserves 
to  be  remembered  as  reflectingglory  upon  his  death 
It  was  in  the  following  words,  and  it  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  addressed  to  governor  Tyler,  who  be 
comes  general  Harrison’s  successor  under  the  con 
stitution:  “Sir:  I wish  you  to  understand  the 

TRUE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT.  I WISH 
THEM  CARRIED  OUT.  I ASK  NOTHING  MORE.”  At 
about  11  o’clock  the  general  raised  partially  from 
his  pillow  and  coughed.  Afterwards  there  was  not 
the  slightest  indication  of  sensibility.  He  gradual- 
ly sunk — until  the  pulse  first  departed  from  the  left^ 
arm,  and  immediately  after,  viz:  at  half  pa9t  12pj0f  his  enemies,  are  alike  awed  into  silence  before 
o’clock,  the  circulation  entirely  stopped,  and  geni|this  dispensation  of  mysterious  Providence.  Amid 


his  throat,  as  if  desiring  to  speak  audibly,  and,  as 
though  he  fancied  himself  addressing  his  successor 
or  some  official  associate  in  the  government,  said: 
Sir,  I wish  you  to  understand  the  true 

PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT.  I WISH  THEM 
CARRIED  OUT.  I ASK  NOTHING  MORE.” 

“These  his  last  words  were  uttered  in  a distinct 
voice,  and,  as  they  were  well  calculated  to  do,  im- 
pressed the  gentlemen  present  so  solemnly  that  Dr. 
Worthington  immediately  wrote  them  down  for 
preservation.  They  present  a brief  but  impressive 
record  of  the  thoughts  which  occupied  the  last  mo- 
ments of  the  departed  patriot,  and  are  characteristic 
of  the  Roman  devotion  to  bis  country  which  animat- 
ed him  throughout  his  life,  and  shone  forth  even  in 
the  hour  of  death.  Thus  passed  from  life,  and  from 
the  station  on  earth  most  worthy  of  a noble  ambi- 


tion, this  good  and  wise  and  illustrious  citizen.  It  I hero. 


is  not  for  us  to  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  solem 
nily  of  the  occasion,  or  to  the  deep  grief  which  per- 
vades all  hearts.  As  more  fitting  and  adequate  than 
any  thing  which  we  could  say,  we  quote  the  im- 
pressive language  uttered  from  one  of  our  pulpits 
yesterday  by  an  eloquent  divine: 

“The  intelligence  of  this  morning,  my  Christian^ 
friends,  has  filled  thousands  of  hearts,  and  will  fill 
thousands  more,  with  sadness  and  anxiety.  The 
chief  magistrate  of  our  union  is  no  more!  One 
short  month  since,  amidst  the  breathless  attention 
of  an  immense  multitude,  with  clear  and  solemn 
voice,  he  called  God  to  witness  that  he  would 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  high  office. 


lh 


God.  The  praises  of  his  friends,  the  denunciation: 


Harrison,  without  a struggle,  went  into  the  eternal 
sleep  of  death. 


the  busy  schemingsof  man  the  Supreme  Ruler  has 
manifested  his  power;  and  we  read  with  trembling 


As  his  fame  will  be  immortal  on  earth,  so  may§sadness  his  awful  lesson,  of  the  uncertainty  of  hu- 


his  spirit  rest  in  eternal  happiness  in  heaven. 

There  were  present  at  the  closing  scene,  in  ad- 


jlman  life,  the  emptiness  of  earthly  glory.” 

“You  have  seen — how  recently  and  sadly  seen, 


dition  to  the  medical  attendance,  such  of  the  rela-lfthat  the  summit  of  human  power  affords  no  security 
lives  of  the  family  as  were  in  the  city,  the  several|lfr0m  the  shafts  of  death.  The  illustrious  man, 
members  of  the  cabinet,  colonels  Todd  and  Charn-|||ateiy  almost  a nation’s  idol,  now  lies  in  the  calm 
bers,  who  were  the  aids  ot  the  general  at  the  bat-gdeep  slumber  which  knows  no  waking  till  the  final 
tie  of  the  Thames,  and  a number  of  other  personal|j(jay.  Those  deeds  of  service  to  his  country  which 
friends.  |j  were  so  familiar  to  the  lips  of  thousands,  and  that 

Immediately  after  the  demise,  the  members  of  ^'fidelity  to  his  country’s  good,  lately  so  fervently  ex 
the  cabinent,  (except  the  secretary  of  the  navy,f^p,-es3ecji  anc(  as  we  trust  so  sincerely  felt — these  and 
who  is  absent),  withdrew  and  prepared  the  abovega|i  else  that  graced  his  character  have  followed  him 
annunciation  of  the  fact,  which  they  deemed  itjyjto  the  bar  of  the  just  and  the  merciful  Judge.  Be 
their  duty  to  make  to  the  country,  and  despatched gttore  that  bar,  my  friends,  we  also  are  to  appear 
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And  stars  to  set — but  all, 

Thou  hast  all  seasons  for  thine  own,  oh  death!’’ 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  news,  the  flags  of  the 
shipping  in  port  as  well  as  other  places,  were  plac- 
d half-mast,  aad  the  different  bells  tolled  through- 
out the  day. 

General  Harrison's  family.  The  connections  of 
general  Harrison  present  in  the  executive  mansion, 
at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  their  beloved  relative, 
were  the  following: 

Mrs.  William  Harrison,  (son’s  widow). 

Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Richmond,  (niece). 

Mr.  D.  O.  Coupeland,  (nephew). 

Henry  Harrison,  of  Va.  (grand-nephew). 

Findlay  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  ( grand-son). 

The  number  of  strangers  in  the  city  yesterday 
was  very  large.  The  corpse  lay  in  state  in  the  en- 
ry  of  the  president’s  house  during  the  day,  and 
thousands  went  with  melancholy  steps  for  the  last 
time  to  view  the  mortal  remains  of  the  departed 


Colonels  Chambers  and  Todd.  An  impressive  and 
affecting  feature  of  the  closing  scenes  of  Saturday 
night,  was  the  presence  of  those  two  gentlemen  at 
the  death-bed  of  their  long-loved  general.  In  the 
battle  of  the  Thames  they  were  the  chosen  aids  of 
the  commander-in-chief.  Col.  Todd  was  aid,  and 
acting  adjutant  general  from  IS  1 2,  until  general 
Harrison  resigned  in  1814.  Both  colonel  Todd  and 
colonel  Chambers  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight, 
on  the  right  hand  fork  of  the  Thames.  They  stood 
by  general  Harrison  where  the  bullets  flew  thickest, 
and  when  he  told  them  to  prime  their  pistols — that 
e was  determined  not  to  be  taken  alive.  They 
have  stood  by  him  devotedly  from  that  day  to  this — 


He  has  now  gone  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  that  ^anc*  during  the  late  political  campaign,  no  two  men 


immediately  an  express  for  gov.  Tyler,  at  Williams 
burg  in  Virginia. 

The  National  Intelligencer  ofthe  5th  inst.  in  pub- 
lishing the  annunciation,  by  the  secretaries  of  the 
departments,  of  the  death  of  president  Harrison 
accompanies  it  with  the  following  remarks: 

“The  solemn  event  which  is  announced  above, 
although  the  public  will  have  been  in  some  degree 
prepared  for  it,  will  be  to  the  whole  country  an  as- 
tounding blow.  The  uninterrupted  health  of  the] 
deceased  patriot,  his  robust  constitution  and  active 


We  know  not  how  soon.  May  we  so  use  the  present 
time  as  to  prepare  ourselves  for  that  awful  hour.” 

We  extract  the  following  annunciation  ofthe  death  l 
of  general  Harrison  from  two  of  the  leading  oppo- lls  °.v  youiseu  am 
sition  papers.  jcabinet,  the  attending 

Office  of  the  Globe,  April  4,  2 o'clock,  A.  M. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  we  announce  that  WIL- 
LIAM HENRY  HARRISON  is  no  more.  He 
died  at  thirty  minutes  before  one  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing. His  disease  was  pleurisy,  complicated  with 
disordered  liver  and  bowels,  and  from  the  first 


strength,  up  to  the  last  week  of  his  life,  had  left  hisgjbore  a serious  aspect.  All  the  efforts  of  the  medical 
countrymen nothing  to  wish  and  nothing  to  fear  inpj  ,-“'  J * " -*• 

regard  either  to  his  bodily  or  mental  capacity  for] 
the  able  discharge  of  the  high  trust  to  which  he  was] 
called.  The  tens  of  thousands  of  citizens  who  as- 
sembled to  witness  the  ceremony  of  his  inaugura- 
tion felt,  in  the  clear  tones  of  his  trumpet  voice,  an 
assurance  that  he  possessed  health  and  strength 
equal  to  the  arduous  duties  which  lay  before  him. 

But  this  promise  and  this  confidence  were  soon  to 
suffer  a sad  reverse.  The  week  before  last,  pureu 
ing  the  practice  of  his  active  life,  and  his  habit  of] 
early  rising  and  exercise,  the  president,  in  the 
course  of  a long  walk  before  breakfast,  was  over- 
taken by  a slight  shower,  and  got  wet.  The  fol- 
lowing day  he  felt  symptoms  of  indisposition,  which 
were  followed  by  pneumonia,  or  bilious  pleurisy, 
which  ultimately  baffled  all  medical  skill,  and  ter- 
minated his  virtuous,  useful  and  illustrious  life,  on 
Sunday  morning,  after  an  illness  of  eight  days.  He! 
expired  a little  after  midnight,  surrounded  by  those] 
members  of  his  family,  who  were  in  the  city,  the 
members  of  his  cabinet,  and  many  personal  friends. 

Immediately-after  his  demise,  the  members  of  the] 
cabinet  retired  and  drew  up  and  signed  tfie  above; 
annunciation,  and  caused  it  to  be  published.  In  the: 


skill  and  most  unremitted  attention  were  unavailing 
In  announcing  this  melancholy  event,  all  other  re- 
flections are  absorbed  in  the  thought  of  the  nothing- 
ness of  life,  the  emptiness  of  eaithly  grandeur.  One 
brief  month  has  witnessed  the  ascent  to  the  sum- 
mit of  human  ambition — and  his  passage  to  the 
tomb.  “What  shadows  we  are,  and  what  shadows 
| we  pursue.” 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican,  April  5. 

A nation  mourns  its  chief!  Death  of  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison,  president  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  with  the  deepest  and  most  sincere  sorrow,  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  announce  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  demise  of 
their  chief  magistrate,  WILLIAM  HENRY  HAR- 
RISON, who  had  scarcely  entered  upon  the  high 
and  responsible  duties  of  his  elevated  station  before 
the  shaft  of  death  has  struck  him  to  the  earth,  and 
his  spirit  is  summoned  to  mingle  with  the  illus- 
trious dead  The  whole  nation  must  feel  the  shock, 
and  millions  of  freeinen  mourn  the  deeply  afflict- 
ing occurrence. 

We  have  never  before  witnessed  such  a universal 


course  of  Saturday  the  president  appeared  so  much 
better  as  to  inspire  hopes  that  his  disease  would  be 
subdued,  but  about  four  P.  M.  a sudden  and  veryltof  the  information,  brought  by  the  late  train  of  cars 
unfavorable  change  took  place,  and  he  continued  to*  ~ ....  - 

sink  until  death  closed  the  scene. 


were  more  zealous  or  active  in  repelling  the  assaults 
of  the  general’s  enemies,  or  in  defending  his  fair 
lame,  than  they.  They  stood  by  him  night  and  day 
during  this,  the  general’s  last  battle  with  the  king 
of  terrors,  and  saw  that  all  was  done  that  could  be, 
to  resist  his  final  conqueror,  death.  There  has  sel- 
dom occurred  an  instance  of  more  enduring  and  de- 
|voted  mutual  attachment,  confidence  and  friend- 
hip. 

Before  his  death,  general  Harrison  showed  how 
highly  he  estimated  colonel  Chambers,  by  appoint- 
ing him  governor  of  Iowa.  He  had  also  fully  deter- 
mined to  manifest  his  confidence  in  col.  Todd,  by 
nominating  him  to  the  senate  for  a mission  abroad. 

The  vice  president.  Mr.  Tyler  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington city  on  Tuesday  morning  about  4 o’clock. 
The  special  messengers  who  were  sent-  to  inform 
him  of  the  death  of  the  president  found  him  at 
James’  Town,  Virginia. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIANS. 

Washington,  April  4,  1841. 
Dear  sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  made 
to  us  by  yourself  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the 
and  consulting  physicians 
jhave  drawn  up  the  abstract  of  a report  on  the  pre- 
sident's case,  which  I herewith  transmit  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  MILLER,  attending  physician. 

To  the  hon  D.  Webster,  secretary  of  state. 

On  Saturday,  March  27,  1841,  president  Harri- 
json,  after  several  days’  previous  indisposition,  was 
Iseized  with  a chill  and  other  symptoms  of  fever. 

“ The  next  day  pneumonia,  with  congestion  of  the 
liver  and  derangement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
was  ascertained  to  exist.  The  age  and  debility  of  the 
patient,  with  the  immediate  prostration,  forbade  a 
presort  to  general  blood  letting.  Topical  depletion, 
^blistering  and  appropriate  internal  remedies,  sub- 
dued, in  a great  measure,  the  disease  of  the  lungs 
and  liver,  but  the  stomach  and  intestines  did  not  re- 
gain a healthy  condition.  Finally,  on  the  3d  of 
§April,  at  3 o’clock  P.  M . profuse  diarrhoea  came  on, 
dunder  which  he  sank,  at  30  minutes  to  1 o’clock, 
s,on  the  morning  of  the  4th. 

The  last  words  uttered  by  the  president,  as  heard 
fiby  Dr.  Worthington,  were  these:  “Sir,  I wish  you 
]|to  understand  the  true  principles  of  the  government. 
’I  wish  them  carried  out.  I ask  nothing  more.” 
THO.  MILLER,  M.  D. 

Attending  physician. 
FRED.  MAY,  M D. 

N.  W.  WORTHINGTON,  M.  D. 

J.  C.  HALL,  M.  D. 

ASHTON  ALEXANDER,  M.  D. 

Consulting  physicians. 

Immediately  after  the  decease  of  the  president, 
Mr.  Webster,  jr.  chief  clerk  in  the  department 


gloom  thrown  over  a people,  as  was  produced  in 
this  city  yesterday  morning  upon  the  arrival  of  the 

melancholy  intelligence  from  Washington,  render-  _ 

"d  the  more  unexpected  as  it  was,  in  consequences0!  state,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Beall,  an  officer  of 

rain  of  cars  "the  senate,  sat  out  for  the  residence  of  the  vice 
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on  Saturday  evening  last,  being  of  such  a nature  as|:PRESiDENT,  in  Virginia,  bearing  to  him  the  follow- 
| to  create  a hope  that  the  sad  event  would  be  inorejj>ng  letter: 


“The  last  time  the  president  spoke  was  at  nine|?distant,  and  that  there  was  good  grounds  to  believe"! 

n liHla  mAMk  (Kan  (hroo  Knitra  hpfnvo  h nS!tl,  ^ I a ■ 


o’clock — a little  more  than  three  hours  before  he 
expired;  and  the  words  which  he  then  uttered  were  j 
so  remarkable  that  they  deserve  to  be  recorded  and' 


that  the  president  might  recover,  but, 
“Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall, 


“ Washington , Apiil  4,  1841. 
K“To  John  Tyler,  vice  president  of  .the  U.  S. 
g “Sir:  It  has  become  our  most  painful  duty  to  in- 


j S-J  w 

And  flowers  to  wither  at  the  north  wind’s  breath,  (.form  you  that  William  Henry  Harrison,  late 
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president  of  the  United  Slates,  has  departed  this  life  B While  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  will] 
“This  distressing  event  took  place  this  day,  at  thegshare  in  the  general  grief  which  these  considera-j 
president's  mansion  in  this  city,  at  thirty  minutesStions  so  naturally  and  irresistibly  inspire,  they  will  ■ 
before  one  in  the  morning.  gjdoubtless  be  penetrated  with  increased  sensibility, | 

“We  lose  no  time  in  despatching  the  chief  clerkgand  feel  a deeper  concern  in  testilying,  in  the  man  f 
in  the  state  department  as  a special  messenger  togner  appropriate  to  them,  the  full  measure  of  a na-j 
bear  you  these  melancholy  tidings.  ration’s  gratitude  for  the  eminent  services  of  the  de-i 

“We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  re-glparted  patriot,  and  in  rendering  just  and  adequate! 
_j  ■-  J:  1 * jhonors  to  his  memory,  because  he  was  himselt  a! 

[soldier,  and  an  approved  one:  receiving  his  earliest) 
lessons  in  a camp,  and,  when  in  riper  years  called! 
to  the  command  of  armies,  illustrating  the  profes-j 
sion  of  arms  by  his  personal  qualities,  and  contri-j 
buting  largely  by  his  successes,  to  the  stock  of  his 
[country’s  glory. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  suddenness  of  the| 
emergency  has  made  it  necessary  to  announce  this 
[sad  event  in  the  absence  of  the  vice  president  from! 
the  seat  of  government;  but  the  greatest  confidence! 
is  felt  that  he  will  cordially  approve  the  sentiments 
expressed,  and  that  he  will,  ill  due  time,  give  di-j 
rections  for  such  further  marks  of  respect,  notj 
prescribed  by  the  existing  regulations  of  the  army, 
as  may  be  demanded  by  the  occasion. 

JNO.  BELL. 

Navy  department,  April  5,  1841. 
The  department  announces  to  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  marine  corps,  the  death  of  William 
Henry  Harison,  late  president  of  the  U.  States, 
which  occurred  at  the  executive  mansion,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst 
and  directs,  that,  uniting  with  their  fellow  citizens 
in  the  manifestation  of  their  respect  for  the  exalted[ 
character,  and  eminent  public  services  of  the  il- 
lustrious deceased,  and,  of  their  sense  of  the  be-| 
reavement  the  country  has  sustained  by  thi3  afflict- 
ing dispensation  of  Providence,  they  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning  for  six  months. 

The  department  further  directs,  that  funeral  ho- 
nors be  paid  him  at  each  of  the  navy  yards,  and  on 
board  each  of  the  public  vessels  in  commission,  by 
firing  twenty  six  minute  guns,  commencing  at  12 
o’clock,  M.  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  or- 
der, and  by  wearing  their  flags  at  half  mast  for  one 
week.  J.D.  SIMMS, 

Acting  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Navy  department,  March  5,  1841. 
The  acting  secretary  of  the  navy,  requests  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or 
in  its  neighborhood,  to  appear  in  uniform,  at  the 
navy  department,  on  Wednesday  the  7th  inst.  at  10 
o’clock,  A.  M.  to  unite  in  the  funeral  honors  to  the 


gard,  your  obedient  servants, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  state. 

THOMAS  EWING, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

JOHN  BELL, 

Secretary  of  war. 
JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN, 
Attorney  general. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

Postmaster  general. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  FUNERAL. 

Washington,  April  4,  1841. 

The  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the 
death  of  the  president  render  it  indispensable  for 
os,  in  the  recess  of  congress  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  vice  president,  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  funeral  solemnities.  Having  consulted  with 
the  family  and  personal  friends  of  the  deceased,  we 
have  concluded  that  the  funeral  be  solemnized  on 
Wednesday,  the  7th  inst.  at  12  o’clock.  The  reli- 
gious services  to  be  performed  according  to  the 
usage  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which  church  the 
deceased  most  usually  worshipped.  The  body  to  be 
taken  from  the  president’s  house  to  the  congress  bu- 
rying  ground,  accompanied  by  a military  and  a civic 
procession,  and  deposited  in  the  receiving  tomb. 

The  military  arrangements  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  major  general  Macomb,  the  general  com- 
manding in  chief  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
major  general  Walter  J ones,  of  the  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Commodore  Morris,  the  seniorcaptain  in  the  navy 
now  in  the  city,  to  have  the  direction  of  the  naval 
arrangements. 

The  marshal  of  the  District  to  have  the  direction 
of  the  civic  procession,  assisted  by  the  mayors  of 
Washington,  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  the  clerk 
of  the  supreme  -court  of  the  U.  States,  and  such 
other  citizens  asthey  may  see  fit  to  call  to  their  aid. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  ex-president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  members  of  congress  now  in  the  city  or 
its  neighborhood,  all  the  members  of  the  diplomatic 
body  resident  in  Washington,  all  officers  of  govern 
ment,  and  citizens  generally,  are  invited  to  attend 


And  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  the  officersfi|ate  president  of  the  United  States. 


of  government  that  they  wear  the  usual  badge  of 


Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  forego- 
ing notice  from  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government  informs  you  what  a signal 
[calamity  has  befallen  us,  in  the  death  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  prominent  part  assign 
ed  you  in  those  funeral  honors  which  may  bespeak 
a nation’s  respect  to  the  memory  of  a departed 
patriot  and  statesman,  whose  virtues  and  talents  as 
a citizen  and  soldier,  had  achieved  illustrious  ser- 
vices, and  whose  sudden  death  has  disappointed 
the  expectation  of  still  more  important  benefits  to 
his  country. 

With  a view  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  these 
high  officers  of  government,  in  a manner  befitting: 
tile  occasion,  and  honorable  to  the  militia  corps  of 


mourning.  DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  stale. 

THOMAS  EWING, 

• Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

JOHN  BELL, 

Secretary  of  war. 

JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney  general. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

Postmaster  general. 

general  orders. 

War  department,  Washington,  April  5,  1841. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sorrow,  that  the! 
secretary  of  war  announces  to  the  army,  the  death | 

of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  WrLLiAM&this  District,  I request  the  general  and  field  officers 
Henry  Harrison  is  no  more.  His  long  andithe  general  staff,  and  the  commandants  of  compa- 
faithful  services  in  many  subordinate,  but  impor-|njeg,  to  assemble  at  my  house  this  day,  (Tuesday, 
tant  stations,  his  recent  elevation  to  the  highest  ingApril  6),  precisely  at  10  o’clock,  to  report  the 
honor  and  power,  and  the  brief  term  allotted  to|strength  and  equipment  of  the  several  corps  of  the 
him,  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  are  circumstances  ofSmilitia,  and  to  receive  final  instructions  for  parade 
themselves,  which  must  awaken  the  liveliest  sym-Band  arrangement  in  the  military  part  of  the  funeral 
pathy  in  every  bosom:  but  these  are  only  personal" 
considerations.  The  dispensation  is  heaviest  and 
most  afflicting  on  public  grounds.  This  great  ca- 
lamity has  befallen  the  country,  at  a period  of  ge- 
neral anxiety  for  its  present,  and  some  apprehen- 
sion as  to  its  future  condition; — at  a time  when  itj 
is  most  desirable  that  all  its  high  offices  should  be 
filled,  and  all  its  high  trusts  administered  in  harmo- 
ny, wisdom  and  vigor.  The  generosity  of  charac 
ter  of  the  deceased,  the  conspicuous  honesty  of  his 
principles  and  purposes,  together  with  the  skill  and 
firmness  with  which  he  maintained  them  in  all  si- 
tuations, had  won  for  him  the  affection  and  confi 
dence  of  his  countrymen;  but  at  the  moment  when, 
by  their  voice,  he  was  raised  to  a station,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  which  the 
most  beneficent  results  might  justly  have  been  an- 


procession. 

The  commandants  of  such  militia  corps  from  the 
neighboring  states  as  desire  to  unite  in  the  proces- 
sion, are  respectfully  invited  to  report  to  me  as  soon 
as  practicable  their  intention,  with  a view  to  ar- 
range them  in  due  and  uniform  order,  as  a part  of 
the  general  military  escort. 

The  detail  of  these  arrangements,  to  which  all  the 
military  accessories,  both  of  the  regulars  and  militia, 
are  expected  to  conform,  will  be  published  in  due 
time  for  the  information  of  all. 

For  the  present  it  is  deemed  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  whole  military  part  of  the  procession,  indudingl 
the  regular  troops  of  every  arm  and  denomination,! 
and  all  the  militia  corps,  whether  of  this  District  oil 
of  the  states,  will  be  consolidated  in  one  column  of 
ticipated  from  his  great  experience,  his  soundSescort,  wherof  major  general  Macomb,  commander 
judgment,  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  heldgof  the  army  of  the  United  States,  will  take  the  ge- 
by  the  people,  and  his  unquestioned  devotion  to  jgneral  command,  and  brigadier  gen.  Roger  Jones,! 
the  constitution  and  union,  it  ha3  pleased  an  all-Sadjutant  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
wise  but  mysterious  Providence  to  remove  himBwill  act  as  adjutant  general  and  officer  of  the  day. 
suddenly  from  that  and  every  other  earthly  employ-11  WALTER  JONES,  major  general, 

ment.  £j  Commanding  the militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia . 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Headquarters  of  the  army, 

Adj’t  gen’s  office,  Washington,  April  6,  1841. 

The  death  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
having  been  officially  announced  from  the  war  de- 
partment, the  major  general,  commanding- in-chief, 
communicates  to  the  army  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence with  feelings  of  the  most  profound  sorrow. 
The  long,  arduous  and  faithful  military  services  in 
which  president  Harrison  has  been  engaged  since 
the  first  settlement  of  the  western  country,  from  the 
rank  of  a subaltern  to  that  of  a commander-in-chief, 
are  too  well  known  to  require  a recital  of  them  here. 
It  is  sufficient  to  point  to  the  fields  of  Tippecanoe, 
the  banks  of  the  Miatna,  and  the  Thames,  in  Upper 
Canada,  to  recall  to  many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  pre- 
sent army  the  glorious  results  of  some  of  his 
achievements  against  the  foes  of  his  country,  both 
savage  and  civilized. 

The  army  has  on  former  occasions  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  distinguished  patriots, 
who  have  occupied  the  presidential  chair,  but  this 
is  the  first  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion it  has  to  lament  the  demise  of  a president  while 
in  the  actual  exercise  of  the  high  functions  of  the 
chief  magistracy  of  the  union. 

The  members  of  the  army,  in  common  with  their 
fellow  citizens  of  all  classes,  deplore  this  national 
bereavement;  but  although  they  have  lost  a friend, 
ever  ready  to  protect  their  interests,  his  bright  ex- 
ample in  the  paths  of  honor  and  glory  still  remains 
for  their  emulation. 

The  funeral  honors  directed  to  be  paid  by  the 
troops  in  paragraph  523  of  the  general  regulations 
will  be  duly  observed,  and  the  troops  at  the  several 
stations  will  be  paraded  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  when 
this  order  will  be  read;  after  which  all  labors  for  the 
lay  will  cease;  the  national  flag  will  be  displayed 
at  half  staff;  at  dawn  of  day  thirteen  guns  will  be 
fired,  besides  the  half  hour  gun9  as  directed  by  the 
regulations;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  day,  a national 
salute.  The  standards,  guidons,  and  colors  of  the 
several  regiments  will  be  put  in  mourning  for  the 
period  of  six  months;  and  the  officers  will  wear  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  on  the  left  arm  above  the 
elbow,  and  on  the  hilt  of  the  sword  for  the  same 
period. 

By  orderof  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general, 
commanding-in-chief. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  FUNERAL  OF  THE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  Aprils,  1841. 

The  major  general  commanding  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  major  general  commanding 
the  militia  o(  the  District  of  Columbia,  having  been 
charged  by  the  executive  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment with  the  military  arrangements  for  the  funeral 
honors  to  be  paid  to  the  patriot  and  illustrious  citi- 
zen, William  Henry  Harrison,  late  president 
of  the  Unittd  States,  direct  the  following  order 
of  arrangement: 

order  of  procession. 

MILITARY  ESCORT 

Major  general  Macomb,  commanding-in-chief. 

Aids-de-camp. 

Major  gen.  Walter  Jones,  commanding  the  militia. 

Aids-de-camp. 

Division  of  United  States  light  artillery. 
Squadron  of  volunteer  cavalry. 

Battalion  of  United  States  marines. 
Battalion  of  volunteer  infantry. 

Officers  of  the  army,  navy  and  marine  corps — on 
foot. 

Officers  of  the  militia  and  volunteer  corps  of  the 
District  of  Columbia — on  foot. 

Officers  of  the  militia  and  volunteer  corps  of  Balti- 
more, &c. 
civic  procession. 

United  States  marshal  lor  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  clerk  of  the  supreme  court. 

The  mayors  of  Washington,  Georgetown  and  Alex- 
andria. 

Clergy  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Physicians  to  the  president. 

L.  w 


Pall-bearers. 


Pall-bearers 
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Pall-bearere. 


Pall-bearers. 


- w 

* £ 

|The  family  and  refations  of  the  late  president, 
and  the  heads  of  departments,  with 
their  chief  clerks. 

The  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  ex-presidents. 

The  chief  justice,  and 
! Associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court  and  district 
judges  of  the  United  States. 

The  president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore, 
and  secretary. 
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Senators  and  offices  ofthe  senate. 

Foreign  ministers  and  suites.  ! 

United  States  and  Mexican  commissioners  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  under  the  convention 
with  Mexico. 

Members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  officers.) 
Governors  of  states  and  territories,  and  members  ol 
state  legislatures. 

Judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  the  members  of  the  bar  and 
officers  of  the  court. 

Judges  of  the  several  states. 

The  comptrollers  of  the  treasury,  auditors,  treasurer 
registers  and  solicitor. 

Commissioners,  and  other  civil  officers  of  govern- 
ment. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  lale  war,  who  served 
under  the  command  of  the  late  president. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Washington. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Georgetown. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Alexandria. 

Such  societies  and  fraternities  as  may  wish  to  join 

the  procession,  to  report  to  the  marshal  of  the 
District,  who  will  assign  them  their  re- 
spective positions. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

The  troops  designated  to  form  the  escort  will  as- 
semble in  the  avenue,  north  of  the  president’s  house, 
and  form  line  precisely  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  on 
Wednesday  the  7th  instant,  with  its  right,  (captain 
Ringold’s  company  of  light  infantry),  resting  op 
positethe  western  gate. 

The  procession  will  move  precisely  at  12  o’clock, 
M.  when  minute  guns  will  be  fired  by  detach- 
ments of  artillery  stationed  near  St.John’s  church 
and  the  capitol.  At  the  same  hour,  the  bells  of  the 
several  churches  in  Washington,  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria  will  be  tolled. 

At  sunrise  to-morrow,  (the  7th  instant)  a federal 
salute  will  be  fired  from  the  military  stations  in  the! 
vicinity  of  Washington;  minute  guns  between  the! 
hours  of  12  and  3 — and  a national  salute  at  the  set- 
ting of  the  sun. 

The  usual  badge  of  mourning  will  be  worn  on  the 
left  arm,  and  on  the  hilt  of  the  sword 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  army  is  charged  with 
the  military  arrangements  of  the  day,  aided  by  the 
assistants  adjutant  general  on  duty  at  the.  head 
quarters  of  the  army. 

The  United  States  marshal  of  the  District  has  the 
direction  Of  the  civic  procession,  assisted  by  the 
mayors  of  the  cities  of  the  District,  and  the  clerks 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

By  order,  R.  JONES,  adju’tgen.  U.  S.  A. 

The  general,  staff  and  field  officers  of  the  volun 
teers,  marine,  corps  and  army,  and  the  navy  officers 
above  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  to  be  mounted. 

Ad  ft  gent’s  office,  Washington,  April  6,  1841. 

The  officers  ot  the  army  on  duty  near  the  seat  ofj 
government, and  those  now  in  the  city,  are  requested 
to  assemble  at  the  war  department  to-morrow,  the 
7th  inst.  at  half  past  10  o’clock  A.  M.  precisely,  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  president. 

R.  JONES , ad  ft  general. 

Arrangements  of  the  marshal.  The  doors, 
of  the  president’s  house  w ill  be  opened  at  9 o’clock 
A.  M.  for  the  admission  of  the  heads  of  departments,; 
foreign  ministers,  and  others,  who,  by  the  order  of 
the  executive  officers  ofthe  government,  are  entitled 
to  admission  as  follow's: 

All  those  designated  in  the  published  programme,, 
from  “civic  procession”  down  to  “auditors  and  com 
missioners”  included.  Admission  will  also  be  given 
to  the  ladies;  all  of  whom  are  requested  to  alight; 
from  their  carriages  at  the  western  gate. 

No  carriage  will  be  permitted  to  enter  the  presi-! 
dent’s  yard,  until  required  so  to  do,  on  the  line  of 
march.  They  are  restricted  from  the  avenue,  but 
directed  to  form  on  the  street  wesl  of  the  president’s 
square. 

All  associations,  fraternities,  &c.  are  requested 
to  assemble  and  form  on  the  north  side  of  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue,  the  right  resting  on  the  square  wesl 
of  the  president’s  house,  at  9 o’clock  A.  M.  when, 
by  reporting  themselves  to  the  marshal,  their  re- 
spective positions  will  be  assigned  them.  Such  so- 
cieties will  appoint  marshals  for  their  own  particu- 
lar service  on  foot. 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  none  will  violate 
these  rules,  adopted  from  necessity. 

The  following  gentlemen  will  be  respected  as  as- 
sistant marshals,  and  will  be  on  horseback  with  ap- 
propriate badges.  They  will  assemble  at  the  presi- 
dent’s house  at  8 o’clock. 


j-rie,  Richard  D.  Cutts,  Otho  M.  Linthicnm,  W.  H.fe forth  these  expressions  of  public  feeling.  They 
|Edes,  W.  Lord.  ALEXANDER  HUNTER,  gtwill  be  substantially  the  same  in  every  part  ofthe 
Marshal  ofthe  District  of  Columbia.  Efcountiy.  As  it  was  here,  so  it  will  be  every  w here. 
From  the  legislature  of  Maryland.  We  learn  ,hf.  words  president  is  dead”  met 

e following  letters  to  the  secretary  of  state  ihatl  ^ ° . TT  1°^  h,,S 

• • • 6 J jibe  artisan  dropped  Ins  tools — children  looked  in 


the 

;the  legislature  of  Maryland  proposes  to  attend  theKt.  , F .,  .-  - 
funeral  of  president  Harrison  to-morrow,  in  a body.  n “ r s!  an'  \v 

! Annapolis,  April  5,  1841.  ®tenances  °r  thelr  Gbauds,  and 

|Hon.  D Webster,  secretary  of  stale. 

Sir:  We  are  directed,  by  a resolution  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  Maryland,  to  inform  you  of  their 
determination  to  unite  in  paying  a tribute  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  late  president,  by  at- 
tending his  funeral  on  Wednesday. 

RICHARD  THOMAS, 

President  ofthe  senate  of  Maryland. 

CHAS.  STERETT  RIDGELY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland. 

Office  ofthe  clerk  ofthe  senate  of  Maryland, 

Annapolis,  April  5,  1841,  2^  o’clock. 

Dear'  sir:  I have  been  requested  to  inform  you 
jthat  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  Mary 
[land  propose  to  reach  Washington  by  the  train  of 
[cars  arriving  at  about  half  pa9t  11  o’clock  A.  M.  on 
Wednesday,  the  7th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing the  funeral  ofthe  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  “great  and  good”  Harrison.  It  is 
thought  proper  to  communicate  this  information 
that  the  chief  marshal  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
assign  the  members,  as  a body,  their  appropriate 
place  in  the  procession  immediately  after  their  ar- 
rival. I have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  most  respectfully 
and  faithfully,  your  much  grieved  fellow  citizen 
and  servant,  JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 

Clerk  senate  Maryland. 

Hon.  D.  Webster,  secretary  of  state. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  April  9. 

THE  FUNERAL. 

What  all  the  pomps  and  triumphs  of  our  lives 
But  legacies  in  blossom!  Young. 

When,  but  four  weeks  since,  it  was  our  welcome 
task  to  lay  before  our  readers  a sketch  ofthe  joy- 
ous scenes  which  marked  the  inauguration  of  a 
beloved  chief  magistrate,  how  little  did  we — alas! 
how'  little  did  any  one — anticipate  that  our  columns 
would  so  soon  be  occupied  with  the  particulars  ol 
his  funeral  obsequies?  It  seems,  even  yet,  but  as  a 
dream — some  false,  but  affrighting  vision.  Could 
the  deep  solicitude  ofthe  best  and  the  wisest  men 
— could  the  fond,  the  sanguine  hopes  of  innumera- 
ble personal  and  political  friends — could  the  pray 
ers,  the  sincere  and  fervent  prayers,  of  a multitude 
of  Christian  people — could  the  undivided  affection 
of  almost  an  entire  nation,  have  secured  to  one  hu- 
man being  prolonged  life  and  unimpaired  health 
and  felicity,  these  would  assuredly  have  been  the 
lot  of  William  Henry  Harrison.  Never,  since 
the  times  ot  Washington,  has  any  one  man  so 
concentrated  upon  himself  the  love  and  confidence 
of  the  American  people;  and  never,  since  the  me 
lancholy  day  which  shrouded  a nation  in  mourning 
for  his  sudden  death,  has  any  event  produced  so 
general  and  so  profound  a sensation  of  surprise  and' 
sorrow. 

So  brief  had  been  the  late  president’s  illness, 
that  now,  as  in  the  case  of  Washington,  theref 
had  scarce  been  time  for  us  to  begin  to  fear,  when 
the  stunning  blow  of  the  reality  fell  upon  us  like 
the  stroke  of  thunder  from  a cloudless  sky.  Men 
looked  aghast,  and  staggered,  as  if  amazed  by 
something  they  could  scarce  believe.  But  it  U'as 
tine.  He  who,  with  open  beaming  countenance, 
passed  along  our  streets  in  the  joy  of  his  heart— 
he,  the  welcome,  the  long-expected,  the  desired 
on  whom  all  eyes  were  fastened,  to  whom  all  hearts 
went  out,  who  had  within  him  more  stirring  sub- 
jects of  exhilirating  consciousness  than  have  met  in 
any  single  bosom  since  Washington  was  crown- 
ed with  wreaths  as  he  came  back  from  Yorktown, 
was,  on  Wednesday  last,  within  one  month,  “one 
little  month,”  borne  along  that  same  crowded 
avenue — crowded,  not  as  before  with  a jubilant 
people  gathered  from  every  quarter  ofthe  country, 
but  with  sincerely  sorrowing  multitudes  following 
his  bier.  As  the  shouts  which  then  rent  the  air 
were  the  free  spontaneous  expression  of  the  love 
and  joy  of  freemen,  delighting  to  confer  their  high- 
est honors  on  one  whom  they  believed  to  have 
richly  deserved  them,  so,  now,  the  tears  which  fell 
Irom  the  eyes  of  woman,  the  sighs  and  looks  of 
grief  of  gray-headed  men,  the  general,  universal 
aspect  of  public  sorrow 


. , , were  the  unbought,  the 

W.  B.  Randolph,  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  J.  M.  Cutts, gunpurchasable  tribute  of  a bereaved  people  to  pub- 
J.  C.  Stull,  Henry  May,  George  Mason  Graham, |lic  virtue  and  devoted  patriotism.  This  was  not  the! 


Wm.  D.  Nutt,  Thomas  Woodward,  W.  B.  Magru-imomentary  gush  of  fi  elings  wrought  upon  by  theffthe  day. 
der,  Richard  Wallach,  John  Tayloe,  M.  C.  Ewing, Spomp  and  circumstance  of  a funeral  procession.  It® 

d-anviro  R nhprt  TiflWTPnpp  Spth  T-Ti/att  lha  «roLlr»  4 1..-  ~ A i-  ...  i <t 


ives  into  the  coun- 
the  wail  of  sorrow 
arose  as  if  each  had  lost  a parent  or  some  near  and 
dear  friend.  Could  general  Harrison  now  look 
down  on  the  land  he  loved,  he  might,  indeed  “read 
his  history  in  a nation’s  eyes;”  and  those,  whose 
bosoms  glow  and  struggle  with  high  purposes  and 
strong  desires  for  their  country’s  good,  may  learn 
in  what  they  now  behold,  wherever  they  turn  their 
eyes,  how  glorious  a reward  awaits  the  memory  of 
those  who  faithfully  serve  their  country! 

But,  while  we  mourn  for  ourselves,  there  is  no 
cause  of  mourning  on  behalf  of  the  deceased.  The 
ray  of  his  country’s  gratitude,  though  late,  shone  in 
full  splendor  on  his  departing  hour.  He  had  attain- 
ed all  that  man  can  reach  of  human  honor.  Freely, 
spontaneously,  unanimously,  had  his  countrymen 
placed  him  in  the  highest  seat  they  had  to  give. 
He  had  done  enough,  during  the  brief  time  he  occu- 
pied it,  to  show  that,  as  he  had  passed  with  honor 
through  many  lesser  trusts,  so  he  was  equal  to  this 
last  and  highest  trial  to  which  his  character  and 
powers  could  be  subjected.  As  much  as  he  had 
opportunity  to  do,  he  did  well.  The  candid,  even 
among  his  enemies,  (if  there  be  any  who  do  not 
now'  blush  to  own  that  title)  will  admit  this.  But 
he  had  not  so  far  entered  on  the  tempestuous  sea  of 
public  affairs  as  to  expose  himself  to  new  and  per- 
sonal enmities  from  the  discharge  of  his  duly.  Be- 
fore the  storm  had  time  to  gather — before  envy,  and 
detraction,  and  party  fury  had  begun  to  muster 
their  stores  of  coming  vengeance  to  pour  without 
mercy  upon  his  head — that  venerable  head,  silvered 
with  the  frosts  of  age  and  of  long  and  arduous  devo- 
tion to  his  country’s  service,  is  gently  laid  on  the 
pillow  of  death.  In  that  sacred  sanctuary,  which 
nothing  earthly  can  invade,  he  sleeps  in  safety  from 
the  strife  of  tongues.  His  name,  free  from  the  sem- 
blance of  a spot,  and  illustrious  in  the  halo  of  an 
imperishable  fame,  is  delivered  over  to  history  as  a 
sacred  trust,  to  be  written  on  the  same  page  with 
that  of  those  pure  patriots  who,  in  every  age  and 
every  land,  have  been  the  disinterested  friends  of 
human  freedom  and  happiness.  The  beautiful  union 
of  private  excellence  with  public  virlue  has  never 
been  more  willingly  exhibited  than  in  the  case  of 
general  Harrison.  His  frank  simplicity  and  free- 
dom from  all  ostestation — his  attachment  to  his  sol- 
diers— his  urbanity  and  condescension  to  men  of 
humble  fortune — his  charity  to  the  poor — his  open- 
hearted  and  open-handed  hospitality — his  incorrup- 
tible honesty  in  every  pecuniary  trust — his  uniform, 
unwavering  devotion  to  his  country,  illustrated  in 
his  dying  moments  by  the  expression  of  his  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution,  and  sanctified  by  the  sen- 
timents of  personal  piety — unite  to  entitle  him  to 
the  inscription  on  his  tomb  of  “the  good  presi- 
dent.” 

the  funeral  ceremonies. 

Wednesday  having  been  set  apart  for  the  solem- 
nities of  the  funeral  of  the  late  president,  some 
anxiety  was  felt,  in  the  early  part  ol  the  morning,  as 
to  the  weather,  tor  the  sky  was  overcast,  and  fears 
were  entertained  lest  it  should  come  on  to  rain:  but 
as  the  day  advanced  these  appiehensions  W'ere  dis- 
sipated, and,  though  it  continued  rather  cool,  this 
did  but  favor  the  march  of  the  troops  and  of  the 
other  numerous  collections  of  persons  who  formed 
portions  ofthe  funeral  procession. 

At  sunrise,  the  sound  of  cannon  from  the  several 
military  stations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  herald- 
ed the  melancholy  occasion  which  was  to  assemble 
the  citizens  of  the  District  and  its  neighborhood,  and 
minute  guns  w’ere  fired  during  the  morning.  In  en- 
tire consonance  with  those  mournful  sounds  was  the 
aspect  of  the  whole  city,  as  well  its  dwellings  as  its 
population.  The  buildings  on  each  side  of  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  Pennsylvania  avenue,  with  scarce- 
ly an  exception,  and  many  houses  on  the  contigu- 
ous streets,  were  hung  with  festoons  and  streamers 
of  black,  not  only  about  the  signs  and  entrances, 
but  in  many  cases  from  all  the  upper  stories.  Al- 
most every  private  dwelling  had  crape  upon  the 
knockerand  bell-handleol  itsdoor,  and  many  ofthe 
very  humblest  abodes  hung  out  some  spontaneous 
signal  of  the  general  sorrow.  The  stores,  and 
places  of  business,  even  such  as  are  too  frequently 
seen  open  on  the  Sabbath,  were  all  closed.  Every 
thing  like  business  seemed  to  have  been  forgotten, 
and  all  minds  to  be  occupied  with  the  purpose  of 


George  Graham,  Robert  Lawrence,  Seth  Hyatt 
Thomas  Allen,  Walter  Lenox,  Wm.  A.  Williams, 


was  not  the  sable  car,  (he  nodding  plumes,  the; 
slow  and  mournful  array— it  was  the  event  itself-  “ 


The  rail  road  cars  approaching  the  city  were 
crowded  to  excess,  although  the  trains  were  doub- 
led, and  a large  portion  of  the  passengers  stood  up, 


M • Zantzinger,  Noble  Young,  R.  S.  Chew,  S.  Lau-fthe  loss  of  such  a man,  at  such  a time,  which  drew!l  from  necessity,  the  entire  way  from  Baltimore 
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hither.  The  steamboats  brought  crowds  of  people black.  The  effect  was  very  fine.  The  contrast  of . above  instances,  in  the  feeling  of  respect  due  to  the 
Irom  Alexandria,  and  the  individuals  entering  the  e] this  slowly-moving  body  of  white  and  black,  so  ^memory  of  the  honored  dead, 
city  from  the  adjacent  country  on  horseback  and  in  ^opposite  to  the  strong  colors  of  the  military  around 
vehicles  of  every  description  seemed  to  be  moreiit,  struck  the  eye  even  from  the  greatest  distance, pj 
numerous  than  even  on  the  occasion  of  the  lateSand  gave  a chilling  warning  beforehand  that  the  J 
inauguration.  The  great  point  of  attraction  wa3  the^corpse  was  drawing  nigh. 


president’s  mansion.  Towards  that  all  steps,  alls 
thoughts,  were  tending.  There  lay  the  body,  clos-" 
ed  in  its  leaden  hearse,  and  covered  with  its  solemn 
pall,  seated  in  that  deep  repose  which  nothing  shall 
beak  but  the  archangel’s  trump.  It  lay  on  a bier 
in  the  east  room,  (an  occupation  how  different  from, 
its  wont!)  and  ladies  were  admitted  all  the  morn-! 
ing,  who  heaped  upon  the  coffin  offerings  of  the® 
most  beautiful  flowers.  The  northern  portico  of! 
the  mansion  was  hung  with  long  banners  of  black,! 
extending  from  column  to  column.  The  iron  gates! 
of  the  enclosure  in  front  were  closed,  save  when] 
the  carriages  of  the  foreign  ministers,  members  of 
the  cabinet,  the  attending  physicians,  the  clergy 
and  some  other  privileged  persons,  were  admitted, 
preparatory  to  their  taking  the  places  assigned  them 
in  the  funeral  procession. 

The  military  portion  of  it,  constituting  the  funeral1 
escort,  began  to  form  the  line  on  the  New  York 
avenue,  immediately  north  of  the  president’s  house 
and  a most  noble  and  imposing  appearance  it  pre 
sented.  Without  undertaking  to  give  the  exact 
order  or  all  the  details  of  the  military  part  of  the 
procession,  it  must  suffice  us  for  the  present  to  state 
that  of  volunteers,  besides  the  Light  Infantry,  Na- 
tional Blues  and  Columbia  artillery  of  this  city,  and 
squadron  of  Potomac  Dragoons  from  Georgetown, 
there  were  present  the  Eagle  Artillerists,  Eutaw 
Infantry,  Invisibles,  Independent  Greys,  National 
Guards,  Maryland  Cadets  and  Military  Association,! 
of  Baltimore,  the  Annapolis  Greys,  from  the  city  of! 
Annapolis,  and  a part  of  the  York  Riflemen  and 
Washington  Blues  from  York,  Pennsylvania.  Then] 
there  was  a battalion  of  United  States  marines,  and 
a division  of  United  States  light  artillery,  com- 
manded by  capt.  Ringgold,  from  Fort  McHenry 
But  one  of  the  most  impressive  portions  of  the  mill 
tary  part  of  the  procession  consisted  of  the  dis 
mounted  and  mounted  officers  of  the  army,  navy 
militia  and  volunteers.  Seldom  has  there  been  ex- 
hibited within  a space  so  limited  so  many  distin- 
guished military  men;  the  sight  of  whose  well 
known  figures  led  back  our  thoughts  (o  many  a 
bloody  field  and  many  an  ensanguined  sea,  on  which 
the  national  honor  has  been  well  aud  nobly  main 
tained. 

The  civic  part  of  the  procession  was  not  less 
striking  than  the  military.  It  embraced  the  munici- 
pal officers  of  the  District,  the  clergy  of  all  deno- 
minations, the  judiciary,  and  executive  officers  ol 
tile  government,  including  the  president  of  the  U. 
Slates  and  the  heads  of  departments,  the  ex-mem-! 
bers  ol  the  late  cabinet  now  in  the  city,  the  comp- 
trollers, auditors  and  commissioners,  treasurer,  re- 
gister, &c.  with  a 'numerous  column  of  clerks  in 
the  several  departments.  Such  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress  as  are  in  the  city  also  attended, 
and  ex-president  Adams  in  his  place.  Next  fol- 
lowed officers  and  soldiers  who  had  served  undet 
gen.  Harrison  in  the  late  war.  Another  division 
of  the  procession  consisted  of  public  societies  and 
associations,  preceded  by  their  banners,  and  wear- 
ing their  respective  badges — among  whom  we  no- 
ticed the  society  of  Odd-Fellows,  very  richly  at- 
tired, the  Washington  Catholic  Temperance  asso- 
ciation, with  their  white  banner  displaying  tile 
cross  which  is  the  symbol  of  their  faith,  the  Typo- 
graphical society,  several  schools  and  lyceums, 
and,  to  close  all,  the  different  fire  companies  of  the! 
District,  in  their  showy  and  picturesque  Qniforms 
of  cloaks,  hats,  and  accoutrements,  and  with  ap- 
propriate ensigns. 

The  music  was  excellent;  several  fine  bauds 
playing  mournful  airs,  giving  place,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  muffled  drums  of  the  military,  beating1 
slow  marches. 

But  the  object  of  chief  interest,  and  one  which,' 
as  it  passed,  hushed  every  other  sound,  and  caused 
many  a tear  to  fall,  was 

THE  FUNERAL  CAR 

containing  the  body  of  the  deceased  president.  It 
was  of  large  dimensions,  in  form  an  oblong  plat 
form,  on  which  was  a raised  dais,  the  whole  cover- 
ed with  black  velvet.  From  the  cornice  of  the 
platform  fell  a black  velvet  curtain  outside  of  the 
wheels  to  within  a few  inches  of  the  ground.  From!! 
the  corners  of  the  car  a black  crape  festoon  was 
formed  on  all  sides,  looped  in  the  centre  by  a fune- 
ral wreath.  On  the  coffin  lay  the  sword  of  justice 
and  the  sword  of  state,  surmounted  by  the  scroll  of 


THE  NEW  PRESIDENT. 

By  the  extraordinary  despatch  used  in  sending 
|[the  official  intelligence  to  the  vice  president,  at 


The  entire  procession  occupied  two  full  miles  in  sVV  illiamsburg,  a similar  despatch  by  him  in  re- 


length, and  was  marshaled  on  its  way  by  offiers  on 
horseback  carrying  white  batons  with  black  tassels. 
The  utmost  order  prevailed  throughout;  and,  consi- 
dering the  very  great  concourse  of  people  collected, 
the  silence  preserved  during  the  whole  course  of  the 
march  was  very  impressive. 

Before  the  body  was  moved  from  the  presidential 
mansion,  religious  services  were  conducted  in  pre- 


pairing  to  the  seat  of  government,  John  Tyler, 
now  president  of  the  United  States,  arrived  in 
Washington  on  Tuesday  morning  the  6th  inst.  at  4 
o’clock,  and  took  lodgings  at  Brown’s  hotel. 

At  12  o’clock,  all  the  heads  of  departments,  ex- 
cept the  secretary  of  the  navy,  (who  has  not  yet 
returned  to  the  city  from  his  visit  to  his  family), 
waited  upon  him,  lo  pay  him  their  official  and  per- 


sence  of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  andlsonal  respects.  They  weie  received  with  all  the 


ex-president  Adams,  the  members  of  the  late  and 
present  cabinets,  the  foreign  ministers,  and  the 
mourning  household,  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Hawley. 
The  reverend  gentleman  declined  making  any  ad- 
dress upon  the  occasion,  but,  pointing  to  a Bible 
and  Episcopal  prayer  book  which  lay  upon  the  table, 
stated  that  they  had  been  purchased  by  the  deceas- 
ed president  immediately  alter  bis  arrival  in  the  city, 
and  had  been  in  daily  use  by  him  since  then;  that 
the  late  president  had  declared  to  him  (Mr.  Haw- 


Christian  religion,  and  his  purpose,  bad  not  disease 


intervened  to  prevent  it,  lo  have  united  himself  to  of  the  government  successfully. 


the  church  on  the  succeeding  Sabbath. 

On  the  firing  of  the  signal  gun  at  the  appointed 
hour,  the  procession,  having  received  into  its  ranks 
the  funeral  car  and  the  family  mourners  who  fol- 
lowed the  remains  of  their  relative  to  the  tomb, 
moved  along  Pennsylvania  avenue,  under  tile  fire  of] 
minute  guns  near  the  president’s  house,  repeated 
at  the  city  hall  on  the  head  of  tile  column  arriving 
opposite  to  it,  and  at  the  capitol  on  its  reaching  the 
western  gate  of  the  enclosure.  Having  reached 
the  capitol  square,  passing  on  the  south  side  of  it. 
the  procession  advanced  over  the  plains  eastwa 
till  it  reached  the  space  in  front  of  the  congression- 
al burying  ground.  Here  the  car  halted,  while  the 
■“line  was  formed  by  the  military  as  they  arrived 
and  then  passed  slowly  on,  being  saluted  as  it  pass 
ed  with  colors  lowered,  the  troops  presenting  arms, 
and  the  officers  saluting  it  in  military  form.  Having 
reached  the  principal  entrance,  the  car  was  again 
halted;  the  coffin  was  taken  down  and  placed  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  bearers;  the  clergy  advanced, 
and  the  rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  reciting  the  solemn  fu- 
neral service  of  the  Episcopal  liturgy,  the  procession 
advanced  down  the  principal  avenue  of  the  ceme- 
try  until  it  reached  the  receiving  vault,  where  a 
space  had  been  kept  open  by  sentries  under  arms, 
and  where  a hallow  square  being  formed,  the  cof- 
fin was  lowered  into  the  vault.  A signal  being 
given  to  the  troops  outside,  the  battalion  of  light 
artillery,  who  were  placed  on  an  adjoining  emi- 
nence, fired  a salute,  which  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  several  military  bodies  in  line,  who 
commenced  tiring  from  the  left  to  the  right,  and 
continued  the  salute  till  it  had  thrice  gone  up  the 
whole  line. 

The  procession  then  resumed  its  march,  and  re- 
turned by  the  same  route  to  the  city,  where  the 
troops  were  dismissed,  and  the  citizens  retired  to 
their  several  abodes.  By  five  o’clock,  nothing  re- 
mained but  empty  streets  and  the  emblems  of  mourn- 
ing upon  the  houses,  and  the  still  deeper  gloom, 
which  oppressed  the  general  mind  with  renewed 
power  alter  all  was  over,  and  the  sense  of  the  pub 
lie  bereavement  alone  was  left  to  fill  the  thoughts. 

The  following  gentlemen,  as  pall  bearers, 
were  designated  to  represent  the  several  states  and 
territories  which  weie  attached  to  their  names  at  the 
funeral  of  the  late  president: 

R.  Cults,  esq.  for 
Hon.  C.  Cushing, 

W.  B.  Floyd,  esq. 

Gen.  John  Grange 
M.  Willing,  esq. 

David  Hoffman,  es , 

Hon.  E.  D.  White, 

Gen.  D.  L.  Clinch, 

Col.  Rogers, 

M.  Durald,  esq. 

Ander’n  Miller,  es 
Dr.  Perrine, 

A.  W.  Lyon,  esq. 

Hon.  J.  D.  Doty, 

Hon.  W.  B.  Carter,  Iowa 

The  ex-members  of  the  cabinet  of  the  late  admi- 
nistration, now  in  this  city,  were  invited,  and  all 
attended  the  funeral  of  gen.  Harrison. 

From  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  ses- 
sion, a joint  committee  of  both  houses  arrived  in  this 


politeness  and  kindness  which  characterise  the  new 
president.  He  signified  ilis  deep  feeling  of  the 
public  calamity  sustained  by  the  death  ot  presi- 
dent Harrison,  and  expressed  his  profound  sensi- 
bility to  the  heavy  responsibilities  so  suddenly  de- 
volved upon  himself.  He  spoke  of  the  present 
state  of  things  with  great  concern  and  seriousness, 
and  made  known  his  wishes  that  the  several  heads 
of  departments  would  continue  to  fill  the  places 
which  they  now  respectively  occupy,  and  his  con- 


ley)  personally  his  full  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  fiuence  that  they  would  afford  all  the  aid  in  their 


power  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  administration 


Maine. 

| Hon.  J.B.  Moore,  for 

N.  H. 

Mass. 

.VI.  St.  C.Clake,  esq. 

R.l. 

Conn. 

Hon.  Hiland  Hall, 

Vt. 

, N Y. 

Hou.G.C.  Washington, N.J 

Penn. 

Hon.  A.  Naudain, 

Del. 

j.  Md. 

Major  Camp, 

Va. 

N.  C. 

John  Carter,  esq. 

s.  c. 

Geo. 

Th.  Crittenden,  esq. 

Ky. 

Tenn. 

Mr.  Graham, 

Ohio. 

La. 

Gan.  Robert  Hanna 

Ind. 

. Miss. 

D.  G.  Garnsey,  esq. 

Ill 

Ala. 

Major  Russeli, 

Mo 

Ark. 

Gen.  Howard, 

Mich. 

Wisk. 

Hon.  C Diwiiing,  Florida. 

jR.  Smith,  esq.  D.  of  Col. 


The  president  then  took  and  subscribed  the 
following  oath  of  office: 

1 do  solemnly  swear  that  I will  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  the  constitution  of  liie  U.  States. 

April  6,  1841.  JOHN  TYLER. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  and  county  of  Washington, 

I,  William  Cranch,  chief  judge  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  certify  that  the 
above  named  John  Tyler  personally  appeared 
before  me  this  day,  and,  although  he  deems  himself 
qualified  to  perform  the  duties  and  exercise  the 
powers  and  oflice  of  president  on  the  death  of 
William  Henry  Harrison,  late  president  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  other  oath  than  that 
which  he  has  taken  as  vice  president,  yet,  as  doubts 
may  arise,  and  for  greater  caution,  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  foregoing  oath  before  me. 

Jlpril  6,  1841.  W.  CRANCH. 

From  the  American  Sentinel. 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  decease  of  the 
late  president  of  the  United  States,  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  that  high  office  will  devolve  on 
the  vice  president,  John  Tyler,  for  the  residue 
of  the  term  for  which  gen.  Harrison  was  elected, 
in  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
provides,  that  — 

In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  president  from 
office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  inability  to 
discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office, 
the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice  president,  and 
the  congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of 
removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the 
president  and  vice,  declaring  what  officer  shall 
hen  act  as  president,  and  such  officer  shall  act  ac- 
cordingly, until  the  disability  be  removed  or  a pre- 
sident shall  be  elected.” 

To  meet  some  inquiries  which  have  been  made 
of  us,  we  subjoin  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of 
the  act  of  congress,  of  the  first  of  March,  1792, 
which  designate  the  person  who  shall  perforin  the 
duties  of  president  in  a case  of  a vacancy  in  the 
offices  of  president  and  vice  president,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  a president  and  vice  presi- 
dent in  such  an  event. 

Sec.  9.  In  case  of  a removal,  death,  resignation, 
or  inability  both  of  the  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  president  of  the  se- 
nate pro  tempore,  and,  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
president  of  the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
^representatives  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be 
removed,  or  a president  shall  be  elected. 

Sec.  10.  Whenever  the  offices  of  president  and 
vice  president  shall  both  become  vacant,  the  secre- 
tary of  state  shall  forthwith  cause  a notification  to 
be  made  to  the  executive  of  every  state,  and  pub- 
lished in  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers  printed  in 
each  state,  specifying  that  electors  of  the  president 
and  of  vice  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
appointed  or  chosen  in  the  several  states,  within 
thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December  next  ensuing,  if  there  shall  be  the  space 
of  two  months  between  such  date  and  such  Wed- 


the  constitution,  hound  together  by  a funeral  wreathlcity  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  truly  representedlnesday,  and  of  the  teren  for  which  the  president 
formed  of  the  yew  and  (lie  cypress.  The  car  waslthe  feeling  of  that  great  state  on  this  melancholy  oc- land  vice  president  last  in  office  were  elec  ed  snail 
drawn  by  six  white  horses,  having  at  the  head  ofi$ca3ion. 
each  a colored  groom,  dressed  in  white,  with  white|f  T 
turban  and  sash,  and  supported  by  pall-bearers  inf  ful 


not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  next  ensuing, 


'here  is  something  touching  and  morally  beauti-|he  shall  specify  in  the  notification  that  the  electors 
in  the  merging  of  all  party  distinctions,  in  thefshall  be  appointed  or  chosen  within  thirty-four 


party 
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says  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  Decemberin 
the  year  next  ensuing,  within  which  time  the  elec- 
tors shall  be  appointed  or  chosen;  and  they  shall  meet 
and  give  their  votes  on  such  Wednesday.” 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

The  death  of  the  president  wilt  call  into  applica- 
tion certain  parts  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  for  the  first  time.  It  is  an  event  in  many  of 
its  aspects,  of  serious  importance;  and  in  none  more 
than  in  the  new  test  or  trial  to  which  it  subjects  the 
established  organization  ol'our  government.  Whe- 
ther the  contingency  has  been  sufficiently  guarded 
against  by  the  framers  of  our  fundamental  Jaw,  will 
soon  be  ascertained.  We  anticipate  no  difficulty: 
but  should  any  arise,  we  trust  that  it  will  be  dis- 
posed of  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  forbearance,  so 
that  the  great  instrument  of  our  national  union  may 
be  maintained  inviolate,  and  that  a precedent  equal- 
ly wise,  just  and  safe  may  be  set  for  our  posterity. 
We  extract  such  passages  as  seem  to  us  applicable 
to  the  emergency,  in  order  to  state  a few  of  the 
conclusions  deducible  from  them: 

“Article  2.  Sec.  1.  Clause  1.  The  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a president  of  the  Uuited 
States  of  America.  He  shall  hold  his  office  during 
the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the  vice 
president,  chosen  for  the  same  term,  be  elected  as  fol- 
lows,” &c. 

Same  article  and  section.  “Clause  6.  In  case 
of  the  removal  of  the  president  from  office,  or  of  his 
death,  resignation  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve 
on  the  vice  president:  and  congress  may,  by  law, 
provide  for  the  case  of  removal,  death,  resignation 
or  inability,  both  of  the  president  and  vice  president, 
declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  president, 
and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  dis- 
ability be  removed,  or  a president  shall  be  elected.” 

Same  article  and  section.  “Clause  7.  The  pre- 
sident shall,  at  staled  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
compensation  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  di- 
minished during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  elected.”  Clause  8.  Before  he  enters  on  the 
execution  of  his  office,  he  shall  take  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation:  “I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  I will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  president  oh 
the  United  Slates,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.” 

Same  article,  section  3.  “He  (the  president), 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
and  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United 
Stales.” 

1st.  The  death  of  general  Harrison  devolves 
upon  John  Tyler,  the  vice  president,  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  presidency. 

2nd.  Mr.  Tyler  will  continue  to  act  as  president 
during  the  term  of  four  years  for  which  general 
Harrison  was  elected.  The  constitution  obviously 
contemplated  no  special  election  for  a president, 
except  when  both  the  president  and  vice  president 
died  or  became  unable  to  hold.  For  this  latter 
contingency,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  constitutional 
provision,  congress  legislated  in  1792,  designating 
the  “ president  of  the  senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  president  of  the  senate,  then  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the  lime 
being.”  This  case  has  not  arisen,  and  we  hope 
never  will  arise. 

3d.  During  the  residue  of  the  term  of  four3'ears 
for  which  general  Harrison  was  elected,  the  office 
of  vice  president  remains  virtually  vacant. 

4th.  Clothed  with  “the  powers  and  duties,”  Mr. 
Tyler  is  obviously  entitled  to  the  salary,  of  a presi- 
dent, which  by  a law  of  the  18th  of  February,  1793, 
was  fixed  to  be  “ at  the  rale  of  $25,000  per  annum, 
with  the  use  of  the  furniture  and  other  effects  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  quarter  year- 
ly at  the  treasury.” 

5th.  As  the  constitution  prescribes  a special 
oath  to  be  taken  by  a president,  before  he  enters  on 
the  execution  ofbis  office,  and  as  the  taking  of  this 
oath  constitutes  an  inauguration,  Mr.  Tyler  should 
go  through  the  form  of  inauguration,  and  may  then, 
as  is  usual,  communicate  to  his  fellow  citizens,  by 
an  address,  the  principles  upon  which  he  intends  to 
administer  the  government. 

6th.  Acting  as  president,  Mr.  Tyler,  must  re-ap- 
point and  recommission  the  incumbents  of  those  of- 
fices held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  executive,  except 
where  the  law  authorises  them  to  continue  for  some 
unfinished  term  or  until  successors  be  appointed. 
There  is  therefore,  as  we  conceive,  at  this  moment, 
in  strictness,  no  cabinet;  no  heads  of  departments 
holding  by  subsisting  commissions: — their  com- 
missions expired  with  the  president  who  gave  them: 
and  the  several  secretaries,  and  postmaster  general 
should  foibear  any  official  act  of  moment,  until  ful- 
ly empowered.  Mr.  Tyler,  has  clearly  the  right  to 
make  his  own  cabinet,  and  the  public  exigencies 


require  him  to  do  so  promptly.  But  we  think  as  McLeod.  An  attempt  was  lately  made  to  ena- 
very  dangerous  example  may  be  set,  if  the  secreta-Eble  McLeod  to  escape  from  jail.  Alter  the  exit  of 
ries  of  general  Harrison  attempt  any  measures  off  a visitor,  there  was  found  concealed  in  the  prisoner’s 
government,  or  if  Mr.  Tyler  recognises  them  as|bed,  a small  saw,  two  small  files,  two  chisels,  a 
officers  for  any  puipose  whatever,  until  he  has  re-f  watch  main  spring  straightened,  and  teeth  filed  in 
appointed  them.  As  to  all  political  usurpations,  wegit  like  a saw,  and  fitted  with  a string  or  bow,  in  or- 
cannot  too  scrupulously  regard  the  maxim,  “ofcstapder  to  enable  the  prisoner  to  cut  the  bars  at  his  win- 


pnncipns 

Mr.  Tyler,  although  certainly  not  one  whom  the 
people  of  the  United  States  ever  intended  to  make 
their  chief  magistrate,  has  become  so  in  conformity 
with  the  constitution.  His  position  must  be  unex 


|dow  without  making  a noise. 

HISTORICAL  REMINISCENCES. 

Col.  Todd.  In  reference  to  a rumor  that  col. 
jCharles  S.  Todd,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  designated 
pected  and  embarrassing;  and  he  is  fairly  entitled  jgby  the  president  for  a foreign  mission,  some  of  the 
to  generous  treatment  from  his  political  adversaries, Knewspapers  have  asked  who  col.  Todd  is.  Those 
as  well  as  the  best  assistance  of  his  friends.  Asiwhose  recollection  of  public  affairs  extend  back  to 
governor  of  Virginia,  and  as  the  representative  ofjsthe  war  of  1812,  and  even  to  the  later  period  of  Mr. 
that  commonwealth  in  the  senate  of  the  UnitedpMonroe’s  administration,  would  need  no  one  to  tell 
Stales  he  has  shewn  ability  enough  for  any  station. Etliem  who  this  gentleman  is;  but,  for  the  informa- 
Let  him  take  his  own  stand  with  a frankness  suitedption  of  younger  politicians,  less  familiar  with  the 
to  the  emergency.  Let  him  not  be  softly  deludedlmen  and  things  of  the  periods  to  which  we  refer,  we 
by  the  insinuating  suggestion  that  he  may  catch  the icopy  from  the  National  Intelligencer  of  April  13, 
mantle  af  Elisha;  but  put  on  his  own  vestments, @1824,  the  following  paragraph: 
take  his  own  attitude,  and  steer  his  own  course.®  “Col.  C.  S.  Todd,  late  charge  d’affaires  of  the 
Let  him  bring  into  action  the  democratic  principles EUnited  States  to  the  government  of  Colombia,  ar- 
which  first  made  him  popular  in  the  ancient  domi- irived  in  this  city  yesterday,  on  his  way  to  rejoin 
nion.  Let  him  not  shrink  from  the  herculean  taskghis  family,  having  been  detained  at  Charleston  for 
which  an  act  of  Providence  has  called  him  to  per- iseveral  weeks  by  illness,  from  which  he  has  almost 
form.  Let  him  not  yield  to  the  dictates  of  indo-ientirely  recovered.  Mr.  T.  was  appointed  secreta- 
lence  and  roll  into  the  bed  that  others  have  made  forgry  of  legation  to  the  mission  to  that  republic,  but 
him. 


From  the  New  York  American. 

The  cabinet.  Some  intimations  are  made  that 
the  cabinet  officers  will  resign.  Not  so.  This  is 
the  practice  in  monarchies,  where  ministers  are  the 
ring’s  servants.  In  our  republic  they  are  the  ser- 
vants of  the  people,  and  commissioned  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  senate  to  offices  created  by  law. 

When  J.  Q.  Adams  succeeded  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr. 
McLean,  the  postmaster  general,  Mr.  Southard,  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  and  Mr.  Wirt,  the  attorney 


general,  retained  their  commissions  without  any  col.  Todd,  it  may  interest  those  unacquainted  with 


declined  accepting  the  appointment.  It  is  but  just 
to  say  that  colonel  Todd  has  acquired  great  respect 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  it,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties  whilst  abroad.” 

We  have  thought  it  due  to  a gentleman  who  i3  at 
this  moment  spoken  of  for  a distinguished  post 
abroad  to  revive  the  above  notice  of  him,  which 
shows  what  was  thought  of  him  at  an  era  when 
public  trust  implied  something  more  in  the  incum- 
bent than  mere  party  subserviency.  In  regard  to 


new'  appointment,  or  intermediate  resignation. 

The  same  course  will  doubtless  be  pursued  now. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Walter 
Forward,  esq.  of  Pittsburg,  has  been  appointed,  by 
the  president,  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury. — 

Mr.  F.  has  accepted  the  appointment. 

Treasury  circular.  To  disbursing  agents 
whose  accounts  are  rendered  to  the  first  and  fifth 
auditors. 

Treaswy  department, 

Comptroller’s  office,  March  30,  1841. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  required  to  render  youridistinguished  in  the  pursuit  of  Proctor.”  He  and 
account  of  disbursements  for  the  current  quarter  asgcol.  Wood  pressed  Proctor  so  closely  that  he  aban- 
soon  alter  its  close  as  practicable;  and  in  so  doing,ldoned  hi3  carriage  and  sword,  which  became  their 
you  will  present  wilh  and  refer  to  in  your  accountsprize.  No  more  beautiful  eulogium  could  have 
two  abstracts,  one  referring  to  vouchers  for  pay-Ebeen  pronounced  upon  an  officer  than  gen.  Harri- 
inents  made  for  demands  which  accrued  prior  to  theljson’s  declaration  to  a distinguished  member  of  the 
4th  instant,  the  other  to  those  subsequent  thereto — ^government,  “that  he  (col.  Todd)  was  equal  in 


his  history  to  add  that  he  was  born  in  Kentucky; 
was  a son  of  judge  Todd,  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States;  was  a graduate  of  William  and 
Mary  college;  was  educated  for  the  law  at  Litch- 
field, Connecticut;  entered  the  late  war  as  a volun- 
teer subaltern  from  Kentucky,  in  1812;  in  1813  was 
made  a captain  in  the  regular  army,  and  aid-de- 
camp  to  gen.  Harrison  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames; 
jn  1814,  he  was  assistant  inspector  general  and  act- 
ing adjutant  general  to  Harrison  and  McArthur;  in 
1815  he  was  inspector  general  of  the  eighth  milita- 
ry district.  Gen.  Harrison  said  in  his  report,  that 
“he  had  rendered  the  most  important  services  from 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  was  particularly 


You  will,  in  all  cases,  report  the  amount  of  funds  in 
your  hands  on  the  4th  instant. 

Subsequent  quarterly  accounts  are  to  be  render- 
»ed  as  required  above,  should  they  embrace  pay- 


bravery  and  superior  in  intelligence  to  any  officer 
of  his  rank  in  the  army.” 

Captain  Charles  W.  Morgan.  There  was  no 


ments  for  demands  which  accrued  prior  to  the  4th  braver  or  worthier  man  among  the  nine  officers 


|instant. 

You  will  be  governed  by  the  above,  in  lieu  of  the 
[circular  ot  the  22d  inst.  Very  respectfully,  your 
jobd’t  serv’t,  J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

Choctaw  reservations.  Notice  to  purchasers 
of  reservations  under  the  19th  article  and  supple- 
ment of  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830. 

The  office  (at  Columbus,  Mississippi)  of  com- 
missioner to  examine  and  report  on  the  above  class 
of  claims  has  been  discontinued  by  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  war.  Deeds,  or  other  papers  connect- 
led  with  them,  which  require  the  action  of  the  exe- 
cutive, will  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
or  to  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs. 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 

Office  Indian  affairs,  March  SO,  1841. 

Another  outrage  by  a British  cruiser. 

The  Salem,  Mass,  Register  says,  that  “letters  have 
been  received  from  the  brig  Richmond,  Bates,  of 
this  port,  which  state  that  this  vessel  had  been  over- 
hauled by  a British  cruiser.  The  Richmond  vvasSvolunteeied,  ran  up  the  shrouds,  and  in  a,  few  mo 
on  her  passage  from  Salem  to  St.  Helena,  and  thencelments  was  directing  the  men,  at  the  guns,  from 
to  Mozambique;  and  a few  weeks  before  her  arrivalgamidst  a shower  of  balls.  His  clothes  were  cut  in 
at  St.  Helena,  when  off  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  onlja  half  a dozen  places,  and  he  received  one  or  two 
the  coast  of  Africa,  she  was  brought  to  by  a Britishljslight  wounds  while  in  this  perilous  positiun.  When 
jbng  of  war,  (the  Persian,  our  informant  thinks), Sthe  British  frigate  surrendered,  her  commander  in- 
her  invoices  and  other  papers  were  demanded  andftquired  of  commodore  Hull,  whether  this  was  a real 
examined,  and  she  was  finally  suffered  to  proceedgman  who  had  been  stationed  in  the  shrouds  of  the 
on  her  voyage,  nothing  being  found  to  justify  a sei-KConstitution.  “Yes,”  was  the  reply,  “why  do  you 
lzure’  ^ l'ls  t*1®  fifth  Salam  vessel  that  had  beenfask”  “because”  said  Dacres,  “ we  have  been  firing  at 
searched  by  English  cruisers  within  a few  months.  ”jj[him  for  this  half  hour;  he  must  have  a charmed  life.” 


who  were  recently  presented  with  swords  of  honor 
by  the  state  of  Virginia,  than  captain  Charles  W. 
Morgan,  of  the  U.  S.  navy.  We  recollect  an  anec- 
dote of  his  gallantry  during  the  late  war,  related  to 
us  by  a friend,  and  which  we  believe  is  not  general- 
ly known.  [N.  Y.  Times. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  now  silver 
haired  veteran  was  a gay  young  midshipman,  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution,  and  was  on  board  that 
ship  in  the  celebrated  action  with  the  Guerriere. 
On  that  memorable  occasion  he  performed  an  act 
of  the  most  heroic  daring.  Soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  battle,  both  vessels  became  en- 
veloped in  a heavy  cloud  ol  smoke,  from  the  inces- 
sant cannonade,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish either  from  the  deck  of  the  other.  At  this 
period,  young  Morgan  respectfully  suggested  to 
‘ commodore  Hull  that  a man  should  be  sent  aloft, 
where  the  smoke  was  not  so  densely  packed,  in 
order  lo  ascertain  the  position  of  the  Guerriere,  and 
direct  the  men  how  to  point  the  guns. 

The  commodore  declined  to  send  any  man  on  a 
service  so  desperate.  Young  Morgan  immediately 
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THE  ARMY. 

General  Scott  and  one  of  his  aids,  captain  An- 


derson, arrived  in  this  city  by  the  Swiftsure  coach,  {raged  by  the  news  from  England,  and  the  holders 
on  Monday  evening.  Their  stay  was  at  the  Eagle  rof  tea  choose  not  to  sell  unless  upon  advanced  rate? 


Markets.  The  news  from  England  has  had  but 
little  effect  here.  The  holders  of  cotton  are  encou- 


hotel  until  the  next  morning,  when  they  took  their 
departure  for  the  Niagara  frontier  in  the  regular 
mail  coach.  The  general’s  face  is  yet  somewhat 
discolored  by  the  bruises  he  received  by  falling  on 
the  ice,  while  crossing  the  Hudson  at  Albany — or, 
we  might  say  he  carries  demonstrable  evidence  of 
the  necessity  of  a bridge  at  that  place — testimony 
which  would  have  been  too  dearly  bought  by  the 
nation  had  it  cost,  as  it  came  near  doing,  his  valua- 
ble life.  [Rochester  Democrat. 

St.  Augustine,  April  1,  1841.  A letter  received? 
here  from  an  officer  of  the  army  at  Tampa,  ex- 
presses the  opinion  that  there  will  not  be  another  < 
gun  fired  by  the  Indians  in  Florida.  God  grant! 
that  it  may  prove  correct;  but  we  can  scarcely  rely 
upon  it  as  yef. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  New  York  American  contains  extracts  from 
a letter,  written  by  Maxwell  Woodhull,  acting  mas- 
ter of  the  United  States  schooner  Dolphin,  speak- 
ing of  the  success  of  the  expedition,  against  the 
native  kings  and  pirates,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.l 
From  this  extract  it  appears  that  the  Dolphin  and; 
Grampus,  worked  their  way  amidst  very  many  ob 
stacles,  up  to  the  narrow  river  Nunez  to  the  town] 
Wilkedi,  the  principal  place  or  capital  of  the  king 
of  Scharah,  a potentate,  who  some  time  since  con 
ceived  he  might  plunder  American  vessels  and 
abuse  and  ill-treat  their  crews  with  impunity. 

To  punish  this  worthy  was  the  object  of  the  ex-1 
pedition.  Wilkedi  is  situated  about  80  miles  up 
the  river  Nunez.  Here  the  Dolphin  and  Grampus 
took  a position  in  which  they  could  soon  have  re- 
duced the  place  to  ashes.  Satisfaction  was  de- 
manded, and  after  some  boasting  and  bragging  on 
the  part  of  his  sable  majesty,  it  appears  he  complied 
with  all  the  demands  made  on  the  part  of  our  go 
vernment,  and  the  two  vessels  safely  descended  the 
Nunez,  and  arrived  all  well,  at  Sierra  Leone.  The! 
river  Nunez  is  so  little  known,  that  on  the  bestj 
maps  we  do  not  find  the  name  of  a single  town  laid 
down. 

The  pirates  on  the  river  had,  however,  made 
themselves  so  notorious  and  offensive,  that  our  go- 
vernment deemed  it  of  importance  to  put  an  end  to 
their  depredations,  and  we  are  happy  to  hear  that 
captain  Bell  has  so  successfully  and  meritoriously 
effected  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

Steam  frigate  Mississippi.  We  find  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Gazette  a description  of  the  national  steam 
frigate  now  building  at  the  navy  yard  in  that  city 
Her  dimensions  are,  length  218  feet,  breadth  40 
feet,  depth  23^  feet,  mean  immersion  18^  feet,  and 
her  tonnage  about  2,000  tons.  The  cylinders  of  her 
engines  are  each  75  inches  in  diameter  and  7 feet 
stroke.  Her  paddle  wheels  30  feet  diameter.  She 
will  have  4 copper  boilers,  with  stowage  for  800 
tons  of  coal.  The  paddle  wheels  will  be  the  divided 
split  paddles  generally  used  in  American  vessels. 
The  boilers  are  tested  to  a pressure  of  30  lbs.  per 
square  inch  above  the  atmosphere,  and  intended  to 
be  worked  to  a pressure  not  exceeding  15  lb3.  The 
vessel  will  be  rigged  and  fitted  as  a frigate,  and 
armed  with  10  guns — two  10  inch  long  guns,  and 
eight  42  pounders. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  YORK. 

Undoubtedly  the  great  question  of  the  day  for] 
this  state  is,  how  far  and  how  fast,  she  can  carry  on 
her  great  system  of  internal  improvements.  That 
the  system  should  not,  and  will  not,  be  abandoned, 
is  certain.  The  remaining  question,  then  is — the 
sole  one  indeed — as  to  the  degree  of  despatch  with 
which  we  should  proceed.  Mr.  Sibley  is  for  the 
festina  lente,  or  make-haste  slowly  policy,  but  is  as 
decided  a9  any  man  for  going  ahead. 

The  Albany  bridge  question.  The  committee  of 
the  New  York  assembly  on  roads  and  bridges,  alter 
an  elaborate  hearing,  on  the  petition  for  a bridge 
over  the  Hudson,  at  Albany,  which  has  excited  a 
very  deep  interest,  reported  on  Friday  against  the 
project.  The  report  was  signed  by  four  members 
ofthe  committee,  one  member  who  was  in  favor  of 
the  petition  being  absent.  In  the  house  alter  an 
animated  debate  on  a motion  by  Mr.  Hoffman  to 
recommit  the  report,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
bill  submitted  by  the  petitioners  for  the  information 
of  the  house,  without  intending  to  express  any  opi 
nion  on  the  merits  of  the  application,  the  motion 
prevailed  by  a vote  of  74  to  34. 

Albany.  The  legislature  of  New  York  has  pass- 
ed a law  to  divide  and  equalize  the  wards  in  the  city 
of  Albany:  and  changing  the  time  for  holding  the 
charter  election  in  that  city,  to  the  second  Tuesday 
in  April. 


The  stock  market  declined  a trifle.  U.  States  bank 
brought  1SJ.  [Cor.  Nat.  Intel. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  experiment  of  smelting  native  iron  ore  with 
anthracite  coal,  has  been  successfully  practised  at 
the  Stanhope  iron  works,  in  Sussex  county. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  U.  S.  bank  meeting.  The  Pennsylvanian  ofj 
the  6th  inst.  publishes  the  account  of  the  meeting  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  United  States  bank,  held  in 
Philadelphia  on  Monday  last,  and  says:  “This  meet- 
ing was  characterised  by  the  most  intense  excite- 
ment. A degree  of  earnestness  and  determination 
was  exhibited  such  as  is  rarely  met  with.  Nothing 
would  be  listened  to,  but  what  was  clearly  to  the 
main  purpose.  The  report  of  the  committee  alone 
was  demanded,  and  previous  efforts  at  speaking 
were  not  allowed  to  proceed  even  far  enough  to  de- 
velop their  purpose.  The  report  was  indeed  anD  low  citizen, 
important  document,  and  the  community  have 
abundant  cause  to  look  eagerly  for  its  printed  pub- 
lication, which  was  ordered  for  Thursday,  at  the 
adjourned  meeting.  Its  disclosures  are  startling  — 
they  lay  open  systems  of  operation  well  calculat- 
ed to  astound,  and  the  elucidations  thus  given,  will 
probably  not  only  throw  light  upon  mismangements 
connected  with  banking,  but  perhaps  likewise  fur- 
nish materials  for  the  proper  understanding  of  pas- 
sages in  political  history.  The  report  occupied  about 
an  hour  in  the  reading,  and  was  heard  in  deep  silence 
except  when  exclamations  of  indignation  broke 
forth  involuntarily.” 

The  Public  Ledger  also  says:  “It  being  an  ad- 
journed meeting,  the  chairman  of  the  former  meet- 
ing, Mr.  Breck,  occupied  the  chair,  and  called  the 
assemblage  to  order.  Some  considerable  confusion 
and  noise  ensued  on  the  motion  to  read  the  report, 
and,  on  captain  Stockton  attempting  to  speak,  the 
excitement  broke  forth  in  hisses  and  obstreperous 
clamor,  so  much  so  that  he  was  compelled  to  desist, 
without  having  concluded  his  remarks.  The  object, 
as  far  as  we  could  gather  it  from  what  he  did  say, 
was  that  he  desired,  or  that  he  hoped,  the  report 
would  not  be  personal. 

The  indignation  on  change,  after  the  reading  of 
the  report,  towards  those  now  and  recently  connect- 
ed with  the  institution,  was  greater  than  we  ever 
before  witnessed  among  those  characterised  as  the 
friends  of  the  bank,  and  as  one  of  the  consequences, 
it  may  be  noted  that  the  stock  fell  off  2^  per  cent. 

Ths  Gettysburg  contractors.  The  Harrisburg  In- 
telligencer of  Tuesday  says: — We  are  truly  gratified 
with  the  action  of  the  house  on  yesterday,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bill  granting  relief  to  those  contractors 
on  the  Gettysburg  rail  road,  who  have  since  1839, 
been  kept  out  of  a large  amount  of  money,  which  is 
honestly  due  them. 

Cumberland,  Perry  and  Juniata.  A special  elec- 
tion for  a member  of  congress,  is  ordered  in  that 
district  on  the  4th  of  May,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 

Ramsey. 

MARYLAND. 

Congressional  election.  The  governor  has  issued 
his  proclamation  calling  a special  election,  on  the 
17th  of  May  next,  for  members  of  congress  to  re- 
present this  state  at  the  extra  session,  which  will 
convene  on  the  31st  proximo. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas.  This  gentleman,  who  has 
for  ten  successive  years  done  good  service  in  the 
cause  of  the  country  and  the  great  principles  of  de- 
mocracy, declines  being  a candidate  for  congress. 

The  Frederick  Citizen  says: — “We  part  with  him 
with  regret,  and  in  the  name  of  his  constituency, 
whose  sentiments  towards  him  are  so  well  under- 
stood, return  him  our  cordial  thanks  for  his  gene- 
rous devotion  to  our  best  political  interests,  made, 
as  it  has  been,  at  the  expense  of  much  personal  loss 
and  inconvenience.” 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  although  Mr.  Thomas 
has  withdrawn  as  a candidate,  he  still  stands  pre- 
pared to  give  his  valuable  aid  to  the  good  cause. 

Frederick,  March  24,  1841. 

That  my  fellow  citizens  may  not  act  under  mis 
apprehension  as  to  my  wishes,  I feel  called  upon  to  I 
declare  thus  publicly,  that  I have  declined  becom- 
ing a candidate  for  re-election  to  congress. 

The  relation  of  representative  and  constituent, 
having  existed  without  interruption,  for  ten  years, 
between  the  people  whom  I have  recently  repre 
sented  and  myself,  I cannot  retire  from  their  ser- 
vice without  expressing  the  deep  and  abiding  grati- 
tude I shall  forever  feel,  for  the  generous  and  con- 
fiding manner  in  which  my  attempts  to  serve  my 
country  have  bem  received  by  them. 

I am  not  aware,  that  the  expectations  of  those  to1 
whom  I am  indebted  for  repeated  elections,  have 


been  disappointed  so  far  as  a steady  and  inflexible 
adherence  to  democratic  measures  and  men  was  an- 
ticipated. And,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  dur- 
ing the  long  period  that  I have  been  in  the  public 
service,  occasions  have  been  frequent,  to  try  the 
souls  of  those  w ho  maintain  the  political  doctrines 
to  which  it  is  well  understood  I am  forever  devoted, 
it  must  be  conceded,  that  I have  very  good  reason 
indeed,  to  offer  the  homage  of  a grateful  heart  to 
that  patriotic  and  noble  people,  who  have  allowed 
me  to  escape  without  censure.  With  my  whole 
heart  I thank  you. 

From  that  retirement  to  which  I go,  I shall  look, 
with  deep  anxiety,  on  the  progress  of  that  mighty 
contest  for  popular  sovereighty,  in  which,  I most 
honestly  believe,  my  political  associates  are  engag- 
ed, and  stand  prepared  to  give  aid  to  the  good 
cause,  whenever  called  on  by  my  fellow  citizens, 
and,  when  that  aid  can  be  rendered,  consistently 
with  my  desire  to  bestow  more  attention  than  I have 
heretolore  done,  to  my  own  neglected  personal  con- 
cerns. With  the  highest  respect,  I am,  your  fel- 
Francis  Thomas. 

Hon.  Soloman  Hillen,  jr.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  letter  that  this  gentleman  declines  being 
a candidate  for  re-election. 

To  the  voters  ofthe  ith  congressional  district.  Fel- 
low citizens:  In  a few  weeks  you  will  be  called  up- 
on to  elect  your  representatives  for  the  27th  con- 
gress. From  the  numerous  flattering  inquiries  of 
friends,  as  to  my  disposition  to  be  a candidate  for 
re-election,  it  becomes  my  duty,  publicly,  to  an- 
nounce, that  my  name  will  not  be  presented  to  the 
nominating  convention.  This  determination  was 
repeatedly  avowed,  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  last  congressional  contest;  and,  I hope,  it  will 
not  be  considered  presumptuous,  respectfully  to 
decline  the  honor  of  a nomination,  by  anticipating  a 
renewal  of  that  kindness  which  I have  already  ex- 
perienced. My  object  is  to  withdraw  my  name 
from  public  consideration,  the  result  of  which  will 
be  the  selection  of  another  more  deserving  of  your 
favor,  but  with  whom  I shall  claim,  at  least  an  equa- 
lity in  gratitude  for  the  unmerited  distinction  of 
having  occupied,  by  virtue  of  your  suffrages,  a seat 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Respectfully, 

Sol.  Hillen,  jr. 

Baltimore,  March  29th,  1841. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  The  provisions  of 
the  bill  in  favor  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
company,  are  substantially  as  follows: 

That  the  bonds  of  the  state  are  not  to  be  sold  un- 
der par;  that  until  they  can  be  sold  the  company 
tnay  issue  its  notes  or  order  formed  on  the  bonds,  of 
any  denomination  not  under  one  dollar,  arid  payable 
by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds; 
and  that  the  law  is  not  to  operate  until  contracts 
shall  have  been  made  by  the  company  and  approved 
by  the  treasurer,  by  which  the  work  will  be  secur- 
ed to  be  performed  for  the  two  millions.  There  are 
two  further  conditions  which  arc  to  be  fulfilled  be- 
fore the  law  is  to  have  effect:  1.  The  four  mining 
companies  of  Jennings  arid  Braddock’s  runs,  are  to 
give  bond,  with  security  to  be  approved  bv  the  trea- 
surer, that  they  will  have  rail  roads  completed  from 
their  mines  to  the  canal  by  the  time  the  canal  shall 
be  completed  to  Cumberland.  2.  Any  two  or  more 
ofthe  mining  companies  of  Allegany  county  are  to 
give  bond  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  trea- 
surer to  pay  the  state  annually  for  five  years  after 
six  months  from  the  time  of  completing  the  canal 
to  Cumberland,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  They  will  be  allowed  in  tolls  that  amount 
so  paid — and  if  the  tolls  of  their  transportation  shall 
exceed  this  amount  they  are,  nevertheless  to  pay 


jthe  excess. 

The  last  provision  of  the  bill  directs  proceedings 
for  foreclosing  the  mortgage  of  the  state  on  the  ca- 
nal. 

General  tax  bill.  We  have  received  a copy  of 
the  tax  bill  as  it  has  just  passed  the  legislature. 
The  following  are  two  of  the  leading  sections  in  it: 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Maryland,  That  all  real  and  personal  property  in 
this  state, all  chatties,  real  and  personal,  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandises,  and  other  stock,  in  trade 
at  home,  or  not  permanently  located  elsewhere, 
the  interest  or  proportion  in  all  ships  and  otber 
vessels,  whether  in  or  out  of  port,  owned  by  per- 
sons residents  of  this  state,  all  debts  secured  by  or 
due  on  judgment,  decree,  mortgage,  bond,  bill  of 
exchange,  promissory  notes  from  solvent  debtors, 
except  debts  due  for  goods  sold  and  delivered  after 
|the  passage  of  this  act,  and  bank  notes;  all  stocks 
or  shares  owned  by  residents  of  this  state  in  any 
bank,  institution  or  company,  incorporated  in  any 
other  state  or  territory,  all  debts  due  to  residents  of 
this  state  by  solvent  debtors  residing  out  of  this 
state,  except  debts  due  for  goods  sold  and  delivered 
jafter  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  investments  in  se- 
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curities,  or  stocks  of  other  states,  made  or  held  byg 


^returned  from  his  expedition  to  the  everglades,  and 


residents  of  this  state,  all  public  loans  and  stocks  j Rev.  David  0.  Shattuck  has  been  nominated  as |the  prospect  for  peace  seems  once  more  encourag- 
whatsoever,  (except  those  created  or  issued  by  the,' the  whig  candidate  for  governor  of  Mississippi. |ing.  The  Indians  now  in  Florida  are  estimated  at 
United  States),  owned  or  held  by  residents  of  thisfjWe  have  the  pleasure  of  a personal  acquaintance!  3,000  Seminoles,  Mickasukies,  Tallahassees  and 
state,  all  stocks  or  shares  in  any  bank,  institution jjwith  this  gentleman.  He  was  a few  years  ago,  aKCreeks,  who  are  only  prevented  from  quarrelling 
or  company,  incorporated  by  this  state,  and  all  ^travelling  Methodist  minister,  and  belonged  to  thefeainong  themselves,  by  their  deeper  hatred  to  the 
other  property  of  every  description  whatsoever, ^Virginia  and  North  Carolina  conference.  He  is  a|  white  man. 
shall  be  valued  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  thisp-man  of  sterling  integrity,  strong  mind,  and  posses-P  — - - - 

act,  and  shall  be  chargeable  according  to  such  va-lses  great  energy  of  character.  He  is  a self-made 
luation  with  the  public  assessment;  provided,  thatpman.  He  came  to  this  state  from  New  England  a' 


nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  au 
thorise  the  assessment  of  or  levy  of,  any  tax  upon 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  this 
state,  or  to  any  county  or  city  in  this  state,  or  to  any 
incorporated  literary  or  charitable  institution,  coun- 
ty schools,  houses  for  public  worship,  burying 
grounds,  the  crop  and  produce  of,  lands  in  the  hands 
of  the  producer,  or  his,  her  or  their  agent,  provi- 


poor  pedlar.  While  engaged  in  vending  his  wares  j 
he  applied  himself  studiously  to  his  books.  He 
soon  located,  and  after  having  established  an  enviable 
character  for  sound  morality  and  piety,  he  present-j 
|ed  himself  as  a candidate  for  the  ministry,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Methodist  connection,  and  labor-| 
ed  as  a travelling  preacher  until  the  year  1828. 
when  he  removed  to  the  west.  He  soon  wed  hisj 


sions  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  the  person  togway  to  the  bench  in  Mississippi,  wdiere  he  has  dis- 

whom  the  same  shall  belong  and  his  or  her  family,  ’ ' ••  • '-'  ,c -Ll-  : --J—  --J :- 

plantatiou  utensils,  the  working  tools  of  inecha 
nics  and  manufacturers  moved  or  worked  by  hand, 
and  the  produce  of  their  respective  occupations 
whilst  in  their  possession  or  the  possession  of  their 
agents,  wearing  apparel,  fish  at  the  time  fishermen 


may  be  employed  in  catching,  salting  and  packing 
the  same,  or  while  they  remain  in  their  possession 
or  that  of  their  agents  unsold,  household  manufac- 
tures, judgments,  bonds,  mortgages,  promissory 
notes,  or  other  securities  belonging  to  any  bank  or 
other  incorporated  institution,  the  capital  stock 
whereof  is  made  subject  to  taxation  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  nor  to  any  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandises or  other  property  belonging  to  persons 
not  residents  of  this  state,  in  the  hands  of  factors 
in  this  state  for  sale. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  assessors  in  their  several  counties  and 
districts  respectively,  to  make  diligent  inquiry,  and 
inform  themselves  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means 
of  all  the  property  in  their  respective  counties  and 
districts,  of  every  description  whatsoever  which 
shall  be  liable  to  assessment  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  to  value  the  same  in  the  names  of  the 
owners  thereof  respectively , at  the  full  cash  value 
thereof;  and  all  property  owned  by  persons  residents 
of  this  state,  and  not  permanently  located  elsewhere, 
within  this  state,  shall  be  valued  to  the  owner  in  the 
county,  district  and  city  wherein  he  or  she  may  re 
side,  and  they  shall  specify  in  their  returns  to  be 
made  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  as  far  as  may  be 
practicable — 

1.  The  names  of  the  tracts  or  parcels  of  land  or 
other  descriptions  thereof  owned  by  each  individual, 
with  the  quantity  of  acres  therein,  and  value  thereof. 

2.  The  negro  slaves,  classifying  them  according 
to  their  ages,  as  follows:  the  negro  slaves  under  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  their  number  and  aggregate 
value;  the  male  slaves  from  fourteen  to  forty- five 
years  of  age,  their  number  and  aggregate  value;  the 
male  slave  from  forty-five  yearsof  age  and  upwards, 
their  number  and  aggregate  value;  the  female  slaves 
from  fourteen  lo  thirty-six  years  of  age,  their  num- 
ber and  aggregate  value;  the  female  slaves  from 
thirty-six  years  of  age  and  upwards,  their  number 
and  aggregate  value. 

3.  Stock  in  trade,  its  general  description  and 
value. 

4.  Public  securities  liable  to  valuation,  particu 
larly  specified,  with  their  respective  values. 

5.  Bank  stocks  and  other  stocks  particularly  spe 
cified,  with  their  respective  values. 


tinguished  himself  as  an  able  judge;  and  now  he 
about  to  be  elevated  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the 
state. 

Judge  Shattuck  presents  a brilliant  example  of 

(individual  effort  and  success,  and  of  the  beauty  and™ [h  expectin  every  Ilight  that  they  wott|d  make 
excellence  of  our  republican  system,  under  whtchjg,,,  »_  5„ ° , 


, , ,r  • ■.  r iwan  attempt  to  escape;  consequently 

men  may  raise  themselves  by  theirown  merits  from®,  r ^ J 

the  humblest  walks  of  life  to  the  highest  stations  inis 


6.  Private  securities,  j 

7.  Livestock,  | 

8.  Household  furniture,  ! The  aggregate 

9.  Plate,  f value  of  each 

10.  Gold  and  silver  watches, 

11.  Property  of  other  descriptions,  J 

OHIO. 

Legislature.  This  body  adjourned  on  Monday 
last  after  a session  of  about  four  months  and  at  an 
expense  to  the  people,  of  some  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

All  the  bank  projects  were  postponed. 

The  fund  commissioners  have  been  authorised  to 
borrow  money  to  continue  the  public  improvements, 
restricting  all  loans  to  6 per  cent,  except  that  for 
the  completion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal. 

A law  has  passed  reducing  the  salaries  of  engi- 
neers, &.c.  on  the  public  works,  allowing  but  one 
superintendent  on  the  national  road,  as  we  learn. 

But  33  laws  of  a general  nature  were  passed,  a 
great  number  of  local  laws,  and  joint  resolutions. 

\Zanesville  Rep. 

Catholic  cathedral  at  Cincinnati.  The  Cincinnati 
Chronicle  states  that  bishop  Purcell  has  purchased 
a large  lot  in  that  city,  on  which  are  to  be  erected 
a new  Roman  Catholic  cathedral,  orphan  house  and 
hospital.  A church  for  the  accommodation  of  Ger- 
man Catholics  is  also  to  be  commenced  this  season 
at  Cincinnati, 


|0f eminence;  yet  everyone  can  do  som 
himself  and  his  country;  and  his  motto,  at  least, 
jought  to  be  “I’LL  TRY.”  \_Raleigh  Star. 

Rosolutions.  The  legislature  of  Mississippi,  after 
Mating  the  refusal  by  the  governor  of  Maine  to 
comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia, for  the  surrender  of  fugitives,  and  the  refusal 
of  the  governor  of  New  York  to  comply  with  a si- 
milar requisition  by  the  governor  of  Virginia,  pro- 
ceed to  say  : 

Whereas,  The  offences  charged  against  all  said  fu-j 
gitives  from  justice,  was  larceny  in  feloniously  in- 
veigling, stealing,  taking  and  carrying  away  certain 
slaves;  and  whereas,  council  and 
this  and  all  the  other  slaveholding  states  of  this  union 
have  been  asked  in  the  premises,  to  the  end  that  our 
common  and  peculiar  interests  may  not  be  prejudic- 
ed by  the  action  of  our  sister  states  not  interested 
in,  but  opposed  to  the  institution  of  domestic  slave- 
ry; therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of\ 
Mississippi,  That  the  right  of  executive  authority 
of  one  state  to  demand  fugitives  from  justice  of  the 
executive  authority  of  another  state,  and  the  duty 
of  the  latter  to  surrender  such  fugitives  upon  the 
demand,  is  a right  secured  by  the  terms  of  the  fe- 
deral compact,  a right  which  cannot  be  denied  with- 
out a palpable  violation  of  the  constitution,  and 
flight  which  no  state  legislature  can  annul,  evade  or 
limpair. 

Be  it  further  resolved , That  the  attempt  of  the  go- 
vernor and  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine  and  Ihe 
governor  of  New  Yoik,  to  evade,  impair  and  deny 
that  right,  is  deemed  by  this  legislature,  an  outra 
upon  the  chartered  rights  of  Virginia  and  Georgia, 
and  a precedent  full  of  danger  to  all  the  slaveholding1 
states. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  thi3  state  will  make 
common  cause  with  any  of  her  sister  states  whose 
rights  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  invaded  as 
aforesaid,  in  any  mode  or  measure  of  existence  or 
redress  necessary  for  their  or  our  protection. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this 
Estate  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  governors  of  the 
several  states,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  re- 
presentatives in  congress. 

Approved,  February  6,  1841. 

LOUISIANA. 

Nomination . Henry  Johnson,  esq.  has  been  no 
ininated  by  the  whigs  of  Louisiana,  as  a candidate 
for  governor  of  that  state. 

MISSOURI. 

Times.  It  is  stated  in  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  on 
the  authority  of  the  Paris  Sentinel,  that  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Cooper  county,  Missouri,  for  the 
|purpose  of  petitioning  the  executive  officers  of  that 
county  to  resign,  so  as  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  ol 
property  at  public  sale  for  debts  which  may  be 
owing  by  the  citizens.  The  Bulletin  says  that 
probably  the  scarcity  of  money  was  never  felt  so 
seriously  in  that  state  as  at  present 

FLORIDA. 

Later  accounts  from  Florida  have  been  received 
at  Savannah.  Fifty-eight  more  Indians  have  come 
n at  Fort  Fanning,  and  100  more  were  deliberating' 
upon  taking  the  same  step.  " ‘ ” 


The  Savannah  Republican  of  Monday  says:  The 
steamer  genera!  Taylor,  capt.  Peck,  arrived  yester- 
day from  Florida.  A letter  states  that  there  were 
about  four  hundred  Indians  at  Tampa  on  the  21st 
inst.  ready  for  emigration.  Vessels  were  also  in 
readiness  to  convey  them  to  their  new  homes  in 
the  west,  but  the  commai 
orders  from  Washington. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  extract 
of  a letter,  dated  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  E.  F. 
March  20,  1841. 

“This  afternoon  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
about  260  Indian  friends,  shipped  for  their  new 
homes  in  Arkansas.  We  have  left  here  now  70  or 
80  who  will  follow  soon.  These  devils  have  kept 
us  in  a ferment  ever  since  we  have  had  charge  of 


the  government;  and  his  success  ought  to  stimulate 
and  encourage  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  our 
youth  who  are  entering  upon  life  with  no  brighter 
prospects  than  those  which  dimly  shone  upon  his 
early  path-way,  to  diligent,  vigorous  and  persever- 
ing efforts.  All  may  not  attain  to  the  highest  point-^  ma!iagement  or  olher  got  an  interview  with 

e mg  or  pp|phrofp/]  Wild  C!nl . who  has  hppn  hp 


our  men  have 

on  guard  every  other  day,  which  has  caused  a 
great  deal  of  sickness,  as  they  have  been  up  every 
other  night  and  all  night.  It  is  not  possible  for  man 
to  bear  it  long.  News  arrived  here  yesterday  that 
83  Indians  had  come  in  at  Sarra-Sota,  a post  30 
miles  from  this.  A few  days  since  col.  Worth 
went  out  with  part  of  his  regiment,  (Sth)  and  by 


the  celebrated  chief  Wild  Cat,  who  has  been  here- 
tofore one  of  the  worst  ones  in  Florida,  but  has  pro- 
mised the  colonel  to  come  in,  which  every  one  here 
believes,  and  that  he  will  bring  his  people.  The 
colonel  has  also  had  a talk  with  an  Indian  chief  call- 
ed Coah-Tuscanugee,  who  has  also  promised  to  bring 
his  people  in — and  one  other  chief.” 

The  editor  of  the  Georgian  has  been  favored  with 
the  following  extract  of  a letter,  dated  Fort  Armi- 
stead,  Sarasota,  E.  F.  March  14th,  1841. 

“A  few  days  since  an  Indian  and  negro  came  in 
at  this  post  with  a white  flag  arid  said  they  were 
0*L':C‘la‘,(l-lj tired  of  the  war,  and  wanted  something  to  eat,  for 
c -op*ra  10  ^ 1 fa t h ey  had  nothing  for  three  days.  To  day  about 
forty  Indians  came  in  from  Peas  creek, — making 
in  all  now  at  this  post  83.  Hospitaka,  with  three 
of  his  warriors,  have  remained  behind  to  hear  from 
Sam  Jones  and  other  chiefs  south.  They  will  pro- 
bably be  in,  in  a few  days.” 

Apalachicola,  March  24.  Indian  emigration.  The 
steamer  Jas  Adams,  in  the  government  service,  ar- 
rived at  this  port  on  Monday  afternoon,  having  on 
board  one  hundred  and  five  Indians,  emigrating  to 
Arkansas.  Major  Bellnap,  who  has  been  charged 
with  the  duty  of  transporting  these  Indians  to  their 
new  homes,  was  on  board,  accompanied  by  lieut. 
Sprague,  Mr.  Capers,  disbursing  agents,  Dr.  Ran- 
dall, and  Mr.  Cloud  of  the  paymaster’s  department. 

The  party  of  Indians  on  board  the  Adams  was 
made  up  of  fragments  of  different  tribes,  Tallahas- 
sees,  Mickasukies*  Seminoles,  &c.  Among  them 
were  thirty  warriors,  the  remainder  were  women 
and  children.  The  Spanish  Indians  captured  by 
col.  Harney,  were  also  on  board. 

From  a conversation  had  with  the  officers,  we 
learned  that  a brig  had  sailed  from  Tampa,  having 
on  board  one  hundred  and  ten,  embracing  Echo 
Emathla,  the  chief  of  the  Tallahassees,  with  ninety 
of  his  people;  and  also  that  one  hundred  and  fifty 
were  in  with  gen.  Armistead  at  the  time  the  Adams 
departed.  The  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  east  is  favo- 
rable to  a close  of  the  war.  Wild  Cat  had  gone  in 
to  col.  Worth,  at  Fort  Cummings,  also  Cos-a-tus- 
ta-nug-gee,  one  of  the  most  warlike  chiefs,  who 
promised  to  go  out  and  bring  in  all  his  parly. 

The  Tallahassees  were  all  in  except  Tigertail, 
and  a little  party  headed  by  him  comprising  only 
about  forty,  among  whom  were  but  eighteen  war- 
riors. Tiger  had  been  frequently  in  at  Tampa  of 
late,  and  said  he  was  tired  of  fighting  and  wanted 
“to  be  friends  with  the  white  folks.”  [ Journal . 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 

[CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  79  ] 

In  senate,  Wednesday,  January  20,  1841. 

Mr.  Huntington  said  that,  before  the  senate 
adjourned  last  evening,  he  had  suggested  that  lie 
wished  to  offer  certain  amendments  to  Ihe  bill;  and, 
as  they  were  now  in  order,  lie  would  proceed  to 
propose  them.  When,  on  a former  day,  lie  had  made 
some  remarks  upon  the  general  provisions  of  the 
bill,  he  had  intimated  it  as  his  conviction  that  there 
was  a majority  of  the  senate  in  favor  of  a pre-emp- 
tion system  of  some  kind,  and  the  votes  given  since 
the  present  bill  had  been  under  discussion  showed 
Colonel  Harney  had f that  opinion  lo  be  correct;  he  had  further  observed 
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that,  in  his  judgment,  the  bill  as  it  had  been  report 
ed  from  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  was 
such  a one  as  ought  not  to  pass;  and  that  he  would, 
when  the  proper  opportunity  should  present,  make 
an  effort  to  have  it  amended.  The  senate,  as  Mr. 
H.  understood  it,  had  now  settled  certain  principles 
on  the  general  subject;  in  the  first  place,  that  they 
would  not  adopt  the  plan  of  cession,  as  proposed  b}7 
the  senator  from  S.  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  and 
again  that  they  would  not  adopt  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crit- 
tenden), attaching  the  principle  of  distribution 
to  that  of  pre-emption;  and,  in  the  third  place,  fhat 
they  would  not  assent  to  the  substitute  proposed  by 
the  senator  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Prentiss),  mak- 
ing pre-emption  retrospective  and  not  prospective. 
These  points  he  considered  as  now  settled;  and  the 
amendment  Mr.  H.  wished  to  propose  would  not 
interfere  at  all  with  these  decisions. 

There  were  some  provisions  in  the  bill  which  he 
thought  should  not  remain  there,  and  some  others: 
which  might,  with  advantage,  be  modified,  and  some 
new  ones  which  should  be  added,  the  better  to  se- 
cure the  nation  and  honest  settlers  from  fraud  and 
imposition.  The  design  of  the  amendments  he 
should  offer  would  be  to  carry  out  the  professed  ob 
ject  of  the  bill,  which  was  to  give  the  honest  bona 
fide  settler  the  prior  right  of  purchase  of  a quarter 
section  of  land  he  had  settled  upon,  and  they  went' 
to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  pre-emption  law  of 
1838 — a statute  which  has  been  continued  and  the 
principal  provisions  of  which  are  now  in  force. 
This  had  not  been  particularly  alluded  to,  but  so  is 
the  fact.  We  are  now  under  the  pre-emption  law 
of  1S3S;  it  is,  with  some  alterations,  at  this  hour, 
the  law  of  the  land;  it  was  revived  in  1840,  and  ex- 
tended to  1842;  and  the  present  bill  is  a departure 
from  that  law,  not  merely  by  making  the  system 
prospective  instead  of  retrospective  in  its  operation, 
but  by  omitting  important  parts  of  that  law,  and  al- 
tering essentially  some  of  its  provisions.  On  what 
grounds  are  pre-emption  laws  defended  here,  and  in 
the  nation?  On  the  two  principles  of  public  policy 
and  of  private  justice. 

Is  it  not  said  to  be  justly  due  to  the  honest  bona 
fide  settler  that  he  shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Iruits  of  his  industry?  Are  we  not  told 
that  if  a foreigner  leaves  his  country  and  comes 
here,  or  one  of  our  own  citizens  leaves  his  residence1 
in  an  old  state  and  goes  on  our  public  domain,  and 
erects  a log  cabin  on  it,  that  justice  requires  he 
shall  be  covered  by  a pre-emption  law,  and  se- 
cured in  the  possession  of  his  land?  Is  not  this 
assumed  every  where,  as  the  equity  on  which  a 
pre-emption  law  is  founded,  so  far  as  it  respects 
the  individual?  And,  with  regard  to  its  public  po- 
licy, is  it  not  said  that  such  laws  encourage  the! 
settlement  and  sales  of  the  public  lands?  that  they 
raise  the  price  of  the  lands,  and  give  an  impulse  to 
population,  thus  bringing  strength  to  the  country, 
and  adding  to  the  public  wealth?  Am  I not  justifi- 
ed in  saying  that  these  are  the  two  principles  on 
which  the  pre-emption  system  is  made  to  hinge?: 
Gentlemen  may  differ  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
system,  but  its  friends  put  it  on  the  two  grounds  I 
have  stated.  If  these  be  indeed  the  principles  on 
which  alone  the  bill  can  be  defended,  I hope  its  ad 
vocates  will  support  them,  as  they  are  assumed  and 
embodied  in  the  amendments  I shall  offer,  which  go 
to  protect  the  bona  fide  settler,  and  him  alone. 

With  these  views  I offer  the  following  amend 
ment  to  the  bill,  and  ask  the  senate  to  compare  it 
with  the  bill,  and  judge  whether  it  is  not  in  accord-; 
ance  w’ith  the  principles  on  which  any  pre-emption 
law  can  rest,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  H.  here  read  the  amendment  as  follows: 

“Sec.  5.  After  the  word  'divided'  in  the  third 
line,  strike  out  to  the  word  ‘no,’  in  the  fourth  line, 
and  insert  ‘equally  between  them,  but  neither  shall 
have  any  claim,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  any  other 
land;  and’  ” 

The  bill  now7  read*: 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where 
two  or  more  persons  shall  have  settled  on  the  same 
quarter  section,  the  same  shall  be  divided  between 
them,  and  the  deficiency  made  up  to  each  out  of  the 
contiguous  vacant  ground;  but  no  wilful  intruder  on 
the  known  claim  of  another  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
benefit  under  this  section. 

If  the  amendment  shall  prevail,  the  section  will 
read: 

“That  where  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  set-| 
tied  on  the  same  quarter  section,  the  same  shall  bej 
divided  equally  between  them,  but  neither  shall 
have  any  claim,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  any  otherj 
land;  and  no  wilful  intruder  on  the  known  claim  of j 
another  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  under  this 
section.” 

The  bill  in  its  present  shapp,  declares  that  if  two 
or  more  persons  shall  settle  on  the  same  quarter 
section,  the  land  shall  be  divided  between  them/ 


'and  each  settler  shall  be  entitled  to  so  much  from  ? tion  on  the  bill,  and  insisted  that  his  amendment 
Jthe  contiguous  vacant  land  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  would  be  preventive  of  much  fraud,  and  that  it  went 
make  up  to  him  the  full  quantity  of  a quarter  sec-t  no  further  than  the  law  of  1838. 
tion;  but  that  no  wilful  intruder  shall  be  entitled  to-j  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  the  gentleman  was 
the  benefits  of  this  provision  of  the  law.  It  gives)  mistaken.  He  supposed  the  law  of  1838  to  be  the  last 
to  every  settler,  (not  a wilful  intruder  on  the  samef'pre-einption  law,  and  that  it  was  only  revived  in 
quarter  section),  an  equal  right  in  that  laud,  aridl  1840;  but  the  law  of  1840  w7as  supplemental,  and 
also  a right  of  pre-emption  to  what  is  equivalent  lo|was  more  liberal  in  its  provisions  than  the  law  of 
a whole  quarter  section.  He  is  not  merely  to  haves  1838. 

his  interest  in  the  quarter  section  with  the  rest  whoH  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  honorable 
unite  with  him  in  seizing  upon  it,  but  enough  is  toasenator  from  Connecticut  had  called  the  attention 
be  taken  from  the  adjoining  land  to  make  up  agof  the  senate  to  the  fact  that  a general  pre  emption 
quarter  section  to  each.  Will  not  this  prejudice  theElaw,  retrospective  in  its  character,  had  been  passed 
interests  of  the  bona  fide  settler,  and  promote  thoseSiin  1840,  to  continue  for  two  years,  thereby  de- 
of  the  speculator?  It  does  not  prohibit  the  settle-Binonstrating  that  there  was  no  pressing  necessity  at 
ment  on  a quarter  section  by  more  persons  than  one;|hill  for  acting  on  the  subject  of  pre-emption  at  the 
any  number  may  agree  to  associate  and  unite  in  fix|jpresent  session.  He  had  risen  to  express  his  thanks 
ing  themselves  on  a single  quarter  section,  andRto  the  senator  for  the  amendment  he  had  now  pro- 
tlience  spread  themselves  over  all  the  contiguous!! posed,  and,  unless  gentlemen  did  actually  intend 
lands.  Will  half  a dozen  individuals  settle  on  one&thal  the  bill  should  operate  in  a manner  different 
quarter  section  of  land,  if  they  all  intend  to  becomeglrom  that  which  it  professed  on  its  face,  he  hoped 
permanent  residents  on  the  soil.  If  they  enter  onHthe  amendment  would  pass.  Mr.  C’s  objections  to 
the  land  with  a sincere  desire  of  making  tiiemselvesBpre-emption  laws  were  founded  on  the  abuses  to 
homes  in  the  wilderness,  they  will  each  take  hisfewhich  they  always  gave  rise.  They  became,  for 
quarter  section  and  begin  to  improve  it;  but,  by  thisgthe  most  part,  mere  instruments  of  speculation;  the 
bill,  a family  may  go  on  one,  and  improve  it  to-Spoor  man,  for  whom  they  were  professedly  passed, 
getlier,  and  then,  when  the  lime  of  sale  comes,  eachwderived  little  or  no  benefit  from  them.  The  benefit 
of  them  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  billBinured  to  the  speculator  alone.  How  would  this  bill 
will  be  entitled  to  a separate  quarter  section  at  thegwoik  in  practice?  A new  and  fertile  tract  of  land 
government  price.  Nor  is  this  all.  If  it  were  onlyljhad  just  been  purchased  Irom  some  Indian  tribe, 
families  that  could  do  this,  their  taking  a tract  to-BFrom  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  the  advantages  of 
gether  might  furnish  some  evidence  of  an  intentioriBits  situation,  it  offered  a most  inviting  prospect  for 
to  settle  permanently  on  the  property.  But  what  isPsettlement.  The  Indian  title  had  been  extinguish- 
to  prevent  a company  of  speculators  from  going  onjjed,  but  the  land  had  not  yet  been  surveyed.  What 
the  land  and  inhabiting  it,  and  raising  one  log  canin.M  would  be  the  effect?  A company  of  speculators 
to  furnish  a shelter  for  them  all,  and, as  soon  as  theff  would  employ  a number  of  men  to  go  on  this  fresh 


pre-emption  right  is  to  be  perfected,  claiming,  each 
[one,  his  separate  tract  of  land,  at  a dollar  and  a 
quarter,  and  immediately  selling  it  at  a great  profit? 
I have  no  disposition  to  benefit  settlers  of  this  de- 
scription; and  the  pre-emption  right  should  be  con- 
fined to  those,  who,  in  good  faith,  make  settlements 
with  a view  of  becoming  permanent  residents.  And 
this  amendment  effects  this  object,  and  therein  car- 
ies out  the  principles  avowed  by  the  friends  of  the 
bill.  Such  was  the  provision  of  the  act  ol  1828,  and 
|such  is  now  the  law  of  the  land. 

Its  provision  is,  that  if  more  than  one  person  shall 
[settle  on  a quarter  section,  each  of  the  persons  so 


and  rich  land,  put  up  a log  building  by  a spring,  and 
thus  obtain  pre-emption  rights  to  each  man.  The 
company  would  immediately  purchase  from  them 
for  a trifle,  and,  distributing  their  rights  on  the  ad- 
jacent land,  would  thus  possess  themselves  of  a 
choice  tract  of  the  best  land  at  the  government 
price.  The  senator  from  Alabama,  however,  had 
insisted  on  the  limitation  that  the  settlers  must  take 
their  rights  only  from  contiguous  land;  but  could  any 
thing  be  more  vague  than  this?  Suppose  a hundred 
men  should  be  employed  to  settle,  and  it  should  be 
found  that  they  could  not  get  their  hundred  quarter 
sections  on  land  immediately  adjoining  that  on 


settling  shall  have  an  equal  share  of  the  land,  bulBwhich  they  set  themselves  down,  would  they  not 
[shall  have  no  claim  to  any  other  land  whatsoeveiBspread  themselves  through  the  township,  or  over 
by  virtue  of  that  act.  Such  a bill  became  a law.Binto  a contiguous  township?  for  the  provision  of  the 
land  by  an  act  passed  in  1840,  it  has  been  continuedBlaw  must  be  interpreted  so  as,  if  possible,  to  satisfy 


in  force  two  years  longer.  I presume  the  clause 
was  introduced  expressly  to  guard  against  the  evil 


policy.  I wish  to  insert  the  guards  which  our  pre- 
decessors thought  proper  to  adopt,  that  they  might 
shut  out  the  rich  man  and  the  speculator,  and  be- 
stow the  benefits  of  the  bill  on  none  but  bona  fide 
improvers  of  the  soil.  1 trust  the  amendment  will 
not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  that  there  were  two£ 
ways  to  destroy  a bill;  one  was  to  vote  it  down,  and 
another  was  to  talk  it  down.  He  regretted  that  the 
gentleman  had  not  brought  forward  his  amendment 
sooner,  when  the  bill  was  in  progress  of  amend- 
ment; but  after  the  bill  had  been  rendered  as  per- 
fect as  it  could  be,  a proposition  had  been  brought^; 
forward  to  recommit  it  with  instructions,  then 
another  amendment  had  been  offered  to  that,  and 
now  the  whole  ground  was  to  be  gone  over  again. 
What  danger  could  reasonably  be  apprehended  from 
the  section  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee. 
It  was  rather  restorative  in  its  character,  and  intend- 


ed to  refer  to  cases  where  several  individuals  had  law  just  read  had  no  reference  to  his  amendment, 
settled  on  the  same  tract.  There  might  be  a very  3 His  design  was  to  provide  that,  if  a number  of  per- 


good  spring  at  a particular  spot,  and  half  a doz-^n 
persons  might  settle  around  it  for  the  sake  of  the 
water,  while  they  cultivated  elsewhere.  Did  the 
senator  desire  to  confine  them  all  tothe  same  quarter 
section?  The  section  gave  them  no  floating  claim, 
but  confined  them  to  land  immediately  contiguous. 
In  this  respect  it  was  more  restricted  than  the  law 
of  1830,  for  that  allowed  them  each  a floating  claim 
It  had  been  said  that  great  frauds  had  been  perpetrat- 
ed under  cover  of  these  floats,  and  the  evil  was  not 
corrected  by  the  most  illiberal  law  congress  had 


the  right  of  the  party  claiming  under  it;  and  if  they 
could  not  lay  their  pre-emption  on  lands  immediate- 


r have  mentioned.  I am  disposed  to  carry  out  this  ly  contiguous,  the}7  must  do  the  next  best  thing  to 
1 ’ ’ ' ‘ “ 1 ’ ‘ ’ “comply  w'ith  the  law,  and  take  their  lands  some- 

where in  the  neighborhood.  Such  he  w7as  very  con- 
fident would  be  found  to  be  the  practical  result  of 
this  bill,  and  Mr.  C.  would  here  predict,  in  regard 
to  the  present  law,  as  in  regard  to  all  other  laws,  so 
far  as  they  departed  from  our  old,  venerable  and  ex- 
cellent land  system,  that  it  would  redound  to  the 
benefit  of  speculators.  As  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  honorable  senator  fiom  Connecticut,  was  in 
the  very  spirit  of  the  arguments  advanced  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  he  trusted  they  would  now 
demonstrate  that  they  were  not  insincere  in  the 
grounds  they  had  taken. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  now  withdrew  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  but 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  insisted  on  the  call. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  read  to  the  senate  a sec- 
tion of  the  law  of  1840. 

Mr.  Huntington  observed  that  the  section  of  the 


sons  should  agree  to  settle  on  one  small  tract,  they 
should  not  thereby  entitle  themselves,  each  to  a 
quarter  section  of  land.  There  was  land  enough 
which  might  be  embraced  by  the  term  “contiguous,” 
to  extend  this  privilege  to  a thousand  individuals. 

Mr.  Hubbard  briefly  opposed  the  amendment, 
arid  could  not  conceive  why  gentlemen  should  be 
opposed  to  a provision,  the  sole  object  of  which  was 
to  gp(  the  land  settled. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  favor  of  the  pre-emp- 


ever  passed.  The  gentleman  apprehended  greatition  system,  but  he  could  not  approve  of  that  section 
Idanger  from  speculators  uniting  to  settle  on  a singlegin  the  bill  now  proposed  to  be  amended.  It  was 
^quarter  section;  but  it  would  be  most  extraordinaryjlgoing  back  too  much  to  the  old  system  of  “floats,” 
jshould  a man  come  all  the  way  from  the  old  states.Sunder  which  frauds  innumerable  had  been  perpetra- 
Ssettling  woods  and  making  improvements,  for  thejrded  and  proved.  The  amendment  was  proper  in 
Isake  of  the  profit  he  might  make  on  a single  quarter?*  itself,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted  without  in- 
|section  of  land.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  small  profit^sisting  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

fgained  by  the  government  from  the  auction  system. a The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  thereupon 
land  the  advantage  of  parcelling  out  the  land  among?  withdrawn,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Inutnorous  settlers.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  jj  Mr.  Huntington  now  offered  an  amendment, 
|nays  on  the  amendment.  g which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  word  “eighteen,” 

ij  Mr.  Huntington  repelled  the  idea  of  ofleringt-and  insert  “twenty-one,”  thereby  confining  the  be- 
ll amendinendments  for  the  sake  of  impeding  final  ac-stiefits  of  the  bill  to  heads  of  families,  widows,  and 
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3 years.  He  retrospective,  applying  only  to  past  cases,  and  were  j ble  senator  as  to  Ihe  necessity  of  a speedy  adjust 
inn,  with  tti  j.f  enaeted  irora  time  to  time,  as  the  purposes  of  jus-p.ment  of  the  question,  he  could  not  agree  with  hin 
- • ••  -■-■*- ♦-  »• j--r  He  did  not  think  that 


single  men  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  ; 

said  he  thought  the  bill  in  i‘s  present  Ion  . - 

provision  for  minors,  would  be  highly  inexpedient.  , tice  seemed  to  require,  Nothing  could  be  more  justj;as  to  the  mode  of  doing  it. 

It  was  likely  to  produce  one  of  two  evils,  and  per-fjthan  that,  if  the  legal  owner  would  lay  by,  withoutgthe  proposition  to  ceded  the  lands  to  the  states  ill 
hap3  both.  It  would  either  encourage  minors  who;  asserting  his  title,  and  sillier  a purchaser,  for  a va- 
were  uruh 


h It  would  either  encourage  miuois  wnu.^asaeiiiug  ms  line,  aim  smiei  a ^uiuiasci,  ivi  a .«-«which  they  were  situate  would  remove  any  of  the 
ler  parental  government,  and  who  had  notMluable  consideration,  under  a supposed  but  mistakenievils  they  had  reason  to  apprehend  trom  suffering 
the  capacity  in  la.v  to  enter  into  a valid  contract, fright,  to  expend  money  and  labor  upon  his  land,  andfethe  question  to  remain  open  and  undecided.  Pass- 
prematurely  to  leave  their  native  home  under  thefjhhereby  augment  its  value,  he  should  not  be  allow -^ing  by  all  other  objections  to  the  proposition,  it  was 
temptation  of  getting  a pre-emption  right  in  the  pub-led  to  turn  the  innocent  party  out  of  possession  with-genough  that  the  cession  proposed  would  create  the 
lie  lands'  or,  if  an  individual  who  went  upon  theSgout  remunerating  him  to  the  extent  of  the  real  worthjprelation  ol  debtor  and  creditor  betw  een  the  new 
land  was*  the  head  of  a family,  and  had  sons  overgof  his  improvements.  Such  was,  in  substance  and|states  and  the  general  government;  a relation,  above 
eighteen  years,  instead  of  obtaining  a single  quarterf  effect,  the  laws  which  had  been  referred  to,  and  it|all  others,  to  be  deprecated  and  studiously  avoided. 

section which  was  the  benefit  the  bill  professed  tolwas  quite  a mistake  to  suppose  that  they  affordedgBesides  if  the  new  states,  without  a cession,  would 

give  him — he  might  through  his  sons  obtain  two  oraany  countenance  or  support  to  pie-emption  laws, linsist,  as  had  been  said,  wdthout  even  a plausible  pre- 
perhaps  three  quarter  sections  more.  He  believed!  and  especially  to  a law  like  the  one  proposed  by  this||tence  of  right,  upon  having  all  the  lands  to  tliem- 
tliat  it  had  never  before  been  proposed  to  grant  tracts! bill.  f selves  to  the  exclusion  of  the  old  states,  they  would 

of  the  public  lands  to  any  but  adults,  unless  they!  If,  said  Mr.  P.  there  was  no  other  objection  to  the^be  quite  as  likely,  alter  a cession,  to  insist,  against 
were  heads  of  families.  The  law  of  1838,  confinedf} bill  than  the  powerful  temptation  it  held  out  to  emi-l  right,  upon  keeping  to  themselves  all  the  money 

■'  ’ 'jl — ^ ----- * w|,ich  the  lands  produced. 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  P.  the  only  plan  which 
seemed  to  be  at  the  same  lime  practicable,  constitu- 
tional, and  likely  to  settle  the  question  finally  and  sa- 
tisfactorily, was  a distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  among  the  states.  A division  in  fair  and  just 
proportions  among  all  the  states  could  not  fail  to  com- 
mand general  acquiescence,  to  secure  general  appro- 
bation, and  give  general  satisfaction.  It  would  put  an 
end  at  once  and  forever  to  a dangerously  disturbing 
and  distracting  question.  There  would  no  longer  ex- 
ist among  politicians  any  motive  for  agitation  on  the 
subject.  It  was  moreover  the  only  conservative 
measure — the  only  measure  which  would  preserve 
the  public  domain,  save  this  great  interest  of  the 
country  from  spoliation,  and  secure  permanently, 
and  for  generations  to  come,  its  benefits  to  all  the 
states. 

It  had  been  said,  among  other  things,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  measure,  that  if  Ihey  took  from  the  trea- 
sury the  revenue  arising  from  the  public  lands,  for 
the  purpose  of  distribution,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  provide  in  some  way  for  the  deficiency  it  would 
occasion;  and  that  it  would  be  idle  and  foolish  to 
distribute  the  money  among  the  states,  and  then  im- 


lts  provisions,  as  to  single  persons,  to  such  as  were! 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  Mr.  H.  was  fori" 
following  in  the  same  path. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  that  he  could  not  see  any  greatj 
necessity  for  the  amendinent.or  any  great  danger  from- 
the  bill  as  it  stood,  because  there  could  not  be  very] 
many  minors  in  the  same  family,  between  the  ages  ot  j 
18  and  21.  Every  body  acquainted  with  western' 
habits,  knew  that  nothing  was  more  common  than 
for  young  men  to  leave  their  homes  before  they  were 
of  age. 

Mr.  Huntington  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  suggested  that  young  men 
at  the  south  were  in  the  habit  of  marrying  earlier! 
than  in  the  colder  climate  of  the  senator  from  Con- 
necticut. They  often  married  before  they  were  21, 
or  at  least  had  a contract  on  hand. 

Mr.  Huntington  said  that  undoubtedly  the  gen 
tleman  was  correct;  but,  if  his  object  was  to  provide! 
homes  for  young  gentlemen  who  married  so  soon  as 
this,  why  was  not  the  clause  of  the  bill  confined  ex- 
pressly to  such  cases. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  hoped  it  would  be  adopted:  for,  al- 
though he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he 
wished  to  render  its  provisions  as  unexceptionable  as! 


gration,  that  objection  alone  would  be  sufficient  with 
him.  It  might  be  well  to  look  into  the  statistics  ol 
some  of  the  old  states,  and  see  what  had  been  the 
progress,  and  what  was  the  present  state  of  their  pn- 
pulation.  Tiiat  would  enable  them  to  judge  whe- 
ther it  was  wise  or  just,  by  acts  of  legislation,  to 
create  motives  and  inducements  which  could  not  fail 
to  give  a new  and  active  impulse  to  emigration.  He 
would  ask  attention  to  the  cendition  of  his  own  state. 
In  1820,  the  population  of  Vermont,  was  over  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand;  in  1830,  over  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand;  and  now,  a little  shorl 
of  two  hundred  and  niriety-two  thousand.  It  would 
thus  be  seen,  that  from  1820  to  1830  the  increase 
was  about  forty-five  thousand,  while  from  1830  to 
1840  it  was  only  about  11  thousand.  And  how  did 
the  account  stand  in  regard  to  the  neighboring  state 
of  N.  Hampshire?  In  1820,  the  population  of  that 
state  was  two  hundred  and  forty  four  thousand;  in 
1830,  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand;  and 
now,  about  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand. 
From  1820  to  1830  the  increase  was  full  twenty-five 
thousand,  while  from  1830  to  1840  it  was  only  about 
fourteen  thousand.  In  some  of  the  towns  in  Ver- 
mont, the  population  had  diminished  in  the  last  te 


possible.  In  the  remarks  he  had  taken  occasion  toljforthe  manufacturing  business,  which,  though  great- 


vears,  and  there  was  reason  to  presume  that  suchglpose  taxes  to  supply  its  place.  Mr.  P.  would  frank- 
was  the  case  in  New  Hampshire.  Had  it  not  beenljly  admit  that  the  reasoning  of  gentlemen  would  be 


make  in  the  commencement  of  the  debate,  he  had 
expressed  his  opinion  upon  the  policy  ol  pre-emp- 
tion laws  in  general,  and  especially  upon  Ihe  policy 
of  this  particular  bill — a bill,  he  was  obliged  to  re 
peat,  new  and  unprecedented  in  its  character,  and 
most  extensive  in  its  operation.  While  all  former 
laws  upon  the  subject  had  been  retrospective  and 
temporary,  this  was  to  be  prospective  and  perma- 
nent. It  not  only  enlarged  and  extended  the  pre-emp- 
tion policy  beyond  all  previous  precedent  or  example, 
but  in  fact  introduced  new  principles  into  the  sys- 
tem. Nor  content  with  subjecting  the  whole  public 
domain,  surveyed  amt  unsurveyed,  to  the  operation 
of  future  pre-emption,  without  any  limitation  ol 
time,  the  bill  broke  in  upon  the  relation  of  parent 
and  child,  and  invited  minors,  young  men  under  age, 
to  desert  the  family  roof  before  their  maturity,  and 
seek  their  fortunes  in  the  wilderness  of  the  west. — 
If  the  bill  must  pass,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  at  least, 
that  it  would  be  divested  of  this  very  objectionable 
feature. 

The  bill,  Mr.  P.  said,  proposed  a new  and  untried 
experiment,  and  he  leared  that  it  would  be  as  mis 
chievous  in  its  consequences,  as  he  deemed  it  un 
sound  in  principle  and  disorganizing  in  tendency.— 
An  honorable  senator  had  yesterday,  in  justificaiion 
and  support  of  the  bill,  referred  to  certain  laws  which 
existed  in  some  of  the  states  of  New  England.  The 
honorable  member  seemed  to  think  that  between 
these  laws  and  pre-emption  laws  there  was  a strik- 
ing analogy,  and  that  both  rested  essentially  upon 
the  same  principle.  Nothing,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 


ly  depressed  of  late,  had  built  up  considerable  villa 
ges  in  different  parts,  it  was  probable  that  the  aggre-i 
gate  of  population  would  not  have  been  augmented! 
at  all  in  either  state,  but  might  have  been  dimi 
nished. 

In  view  of  these  startling  facts,  Mr.  P.  said  it  was 
quite  impassible  for  him,  representing  as  he  did,  an 
old  state,  to  give  his  support  to  a measure  which 
afforded  a bounty,  and  a most  tempting  bounty, 
too,  to  emigration.  While  we  would  impose  no  re- 
straints upon  emigration,  but  leave  every  one  to  go 
where  he  pleased,  he  would  give  it  no  extraordina- 
iy  facilities  or  encouragement,  and  especially  such 
encouragement  as  this  bill  held  out,  and  which  no| 
one  could  fail  to  see  must  operate  very  injuriously 
upon  the  old  states.  Emigration  to  the  new  states! 


unanswerable,  and  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to 
vote  against  distribution,  if,  in  his  opinion,  congress 
had  the  right  either  to  distribute  or  retain  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  at  its  discretion,  and  the  question 
was  simply  a question  whether  so  much  money 
should  be  retained  or  distributed,  and  nothing  more. 
In  his  view,  the  question  went  tar  beyond  that,  and 
involved  other  and  higher  considerations.  It  was  a 
question  which  agitated  and  distracted  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  and  affected  the  peace,  tranquillity 
and  harmony  of  the  union.  It  was  on  high  consi- 
derations of  public  policy,  for  the  sake  ol  settling 
the  question,  and  at  the  same  time  giving  to  the 
states  what  rightfully  belonged  to  them,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  distribution.  It  was  his  deliberate  opi- 
nion, long  since  formed  and  settled,  that  the  states 
were  fairly  and  justly  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  all 


of  title,  supposing  himself  to  have  a valid  right,  but 
whose  title,  on  the  trial  of  an  ejectment,  turned  out 
to  be  defective,  to  recover  compensation  for  his  im 


was  rapid  enough,  and  one  would  think  that  theyKthe  public  lands  embraced  in  the  compacts  of  ces- 
ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  surprising  and  almostljsion.  He  had  given  the  reasons  for  this  opinion  on 
incredible  accumulations  their  populations  was  an-ga  former  occasion,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he 
nually  receiving,  without  exacting  new  facilitiesgcould  add  any  thing,  either  new  or  material,  to  what 
and  new  encouragement  at  the  expense  of  the  oldfihe  then  said.  He  then  considered  as  he  now  consi- 
tates.  This  was  what  their  true  interests  did  not|  dered,  that  the  question  depended  upon  the  terms  of 


require,  and  what  they  had  no  right  to  demand 
At  any  rate,  it  was  what,  coming  as  Mr.  P.  did  from 
an  old  state,  and  meaning  to  perform  his  duty  faith- 


the  deeds  of  cession,  connected  with  certain  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution. 

The  deed  from  Virginia,  the  leading  and  most  im- 


ed,  declared  that  the  lands  ceded  “shall  be  consider- 
ed as  a common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of such 
of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  be- 
come, members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  ali- 


fuily  in  the  station  he  had  the  honor  to  occupy,  he  portant  deed,  arid  the  only  one  material  to  be  notic- 

was  not  willing  to  yield.  ' 1 ' ’ " * ' ' " L 

Public  attention  (Mr.  P.  said)  was  awakened  to 
the  great  and  momentous  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

The  statesmen  and  patriots  of  the  country  were  be- 
ginning to  see  and  feel  the  importance,  and  even  theiance  of  said  states,  Virginia,  inclusive,  according  to 
necessity,  of  adjusting  the  question,  and  that  speedi-jlthe  usual  respective  proportions  in  Ihe  general  charge 
P.  could  be  more  erroneous.  The  laws  to  which  re-  |ly  too.  It  was  not  difficult  to  see  that  the  publicSand  expenditure;  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide 

ference  had  been  made  were  not  of  a mere  arbitrary"’— J-  lt — ‘ — ' — — J — » * ■ •"j: ’ -*  ' “ * ’ ' — 

character,  as  was  supposed,  but  derived  their  origin 
from  an  ancient  and  approved  principle — a principle 
as  old  as  the  system  of  equity  ilself — as  old  as  the 
code  of  the  civil  law.  They  were  little  more  in  sub- 
stance, than  the  enactment  into  the  form  of  law  of  a 
well  known  rule  ofequity,  making  that  a legal  which 
was  before  essentially  an  equitable  right,  and  pro- 
viding for  it  a simple,  cheap  and  expeditious  remedy. 


lands,  if  not  made  or  used  as  a bribe  for  votes,  wouldgdisposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
become,  more  and  more  a cause  of  jealousy  andSpurpose  whatsoever.” 

collision  of  interest  between  the  old  and  new  states, B It  would  be  difficult,  giving  to  language  its  fair 
tending  not  otdy  to  conflict  ofopinion,  but  to  aliena-Band  legitimate  sense,  to  make  this  clause  any  thing 
lion  of  feeling.  Every  one  knew,  and  well  knew.jjmore  or  less  than  a declaration  of  trust  in  behalf  of 
that  the  question  had  already  entered,  more  or  less.l'he  respective  states  composing  the  confederation, 
into  the  polities  of  the  country,  and  exerted  a pow-i Such  was  its  obvious  import  and  meaning.  The 
erful,  if  riot  a corrupting,  influence  in  elections;®  words  “for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of the  United 
0 . - i „and  unless  the  question  was  soon  disposed  of,  itlStates,  &c.  Viiginia  inclusive ,”  could  be  regarded 

They  allowed  a party  entering  upon  land  under  color  j would  not  only  create  a combination  of  interest,  at-  Kas  nothing  else  than  a declaration  in  terms  that  the 


tended  with  concert  of  action,  of  a nature  and  as-tScession  was  a grant  to  the  use  of  the  several  states, 
pect  at  once  alarming  and  threatening,  but  engenderlBut  not  only  was  the  use  declared  to  the  states  as 
a sectional  spirit,  fostered  and  inflamed  as  it  might  Estates;  the  proportion  in  which  the  states  should 
provements,  or  rather  for  what  he  had  made  the  landpbe  by  interested  and  ambitious  politicians,  or  fearfulgshare  in  the  use  was  also  declared.  A rule  was 
better.  But,  to  entitle  himself  to  compensation,  theginfluence  and  most  dangerous  tendency.  The  sena-|f  given  for  apportioning  the  fund  among  the  states; 
party  was  obliged  to  show  that  he  had  entered  un-gtor  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  had  beenjfand  the  insertion  of  a rule  of  apportionment,  of  it- 
rier  a deed,  under  a claim  of  title  apparently  good.Sjso  deeply  impressed  with  the  nature  and  extent  oflself,  necessarily  implied  a several,  separate  interest 
The  laws  gave  no  relief,  nor  afforded  any  favor  togthe  evils  which  threatened  the  country  from  thisSiti  the  stales  in  the  common  fund.  They  were  to  share 
mere  naked,  willul  intruders,  nor  did  they  hold  outSsource,  that  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  as  a public  manikin  it  “according  to  the  usual  respective  proportions 
any  inducement  or  encouragement  to  lawless  inva  Sto  bring  forward  a proposition  for  sett  ling  the  ques-iin  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,”  that  is,  they' 
sions  or  wrongful  intrusions  upon  the  property  ofgtion  by  ceding  away  and  disposing  at  once  the  landslwere  to  share  respectively  in  (he  fund,  each  state  to 
another.  They  were  never  prospective  but  alwaysglhemselves.  While  Mr.  P.  agreed  with  the  honora-lhave  its  proportion,  its  distributive  share,  according 
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to  the  ratio  prescribed.  This  was  the  plain  importjor  federal  officers.  To  that  doctrine  Mr.  P.  couldsleges  which  belonged  only  to  a citizen,  such  as  the 
of  the  language  used,  and  ttiere  was  nothing  in  the  ^ by  no  means  agree.  It  was  not  only,  in  his  opinion,*  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  which  was  the 
words  “ coininnu  fund”  which  at  all  varied  or  in  any  repugnant  to  sound,  acknowledged  principles  ol  na-  highest  function  ol  a citizen,  and  was  ol  general  and 
way  qualified  the  meaning.  In  the  case  ol  a grant tional  policy,  but  was  incompatible  with  the  express,  national  concern,  the  constituency  ol  the  state  go 

1 A A i n tpnot  TAP  I 1 1 A non  • » r-w  1 K a a a fi  I a f D ( ' r,  ,1  «i  pah  ■ a i a n ■>/!  ,,  I n ■ > V a k , a rt  t a A /l  , t a a t ■ a a f ' 4 t-,  a f ..a..  — ..  « ..  L - 1 L - .lit..  ... - r i L . _ , I 


to  A,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  B,  C and  D,|  provision  and  plain  object  and  intention  of  the  con- 
the  fund  would  be  a common  fund,  whether  so  de-lstitution  of  the  United  States, 
dared  or  not,  but  the  beneficial  interest  would  beiji  The  constitution  gave  to  congress  the  power  “to- 
several.  Nor  was  the  meaning  at  all  affected,  asf  establish  a uniform  mle  of  naturalization.”  The 
some  had  contended  it  was,  by  the  words  in  the*power  thus  given  was,  from  its  very  nature,  nation 
concluding  clause,  “and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bonai al,  and,  though  not  made  so  in  express  terms,  was 
fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  uses  of  course  exclusive,  as  much  so  as  the  power  to  re- 
or  purpose  whatsoever.”  Disposed  of  for  what  pur-l  gulate  commerce,  or  the  power  to  declare  war.  The 


vernments  being  the  constituency  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, they  did  that  in  substance,  if  not  in  form, 
.which  was  palpably  at  variance  with  the  meaning, 
[spirit  and  policy  or  the  federal  constitution. 

| Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  as  he  was  very  friend- 
ily  to  early  marriages,  he  could  not  consent  to  vote 
jlor  the  amendment;  and,  indeed,  on  a little  reflec- 
tion, he  was  persuaded  the  senator  from  Connecti- 
pose?  The  words  referred  to  an  antecedent  mein-|states  being  one  nation  under  the  constitution,  and  'cut  would  never  find  it  in  his  heart  to  deprive  a 

hpr  of  thp  Qpnfpnpf*  anti  cnnnnQpd  flip  8iih>!tvtntiV(»?'fhpsp  nnu/prs  Hpincr  nil  pntmllt/  unH  strirllu  nalinnol  ' v m i n rr  iollnu’  ulm  ti’ao  nn.lep  Ol  a a a H1,,  a 


ber  of  the  sentence,  and  supposed  the  substantivelthese  powers  being  all  equally  and  strictly  national 
object  of  the  grant  to  have  been  previously  declared- in  their  nature  and  character,  they  could  be  exer- 
and  stated.  And  what  was  it?  Why,  to  form  “ajcised  only  by  the  national  government.  It  would 
common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  thelbe  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  union,  and 
United  States,  &c.  Virginia  inclusive”  &c.  That!  the  objects  of  the  general  government,  to  allow 


young  fellow  who  was  under  21,  and  bad  an  affec- 
tionate wife  of  18,  from  getting  a pre-emption  right 
and  settling  down  in  life.  As  to  our  western  boys, 
he  believed  many  of  them  were  disposed  to  mairy 
early,  and  he  thought  that  those  who  did  so,  ought 
was  the  declared  purpose  of  the  grant,  and  that  was^either  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  states,  not  to  be  discouraged  from  going  into  the  new  coun- 


the  purpose  for  which  the  lands  were  required  to  be 
sold.  The  words  “according  to  the  usual  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure” 
were  used,  not  to  designate  the  object  or  purpose 
of  the  grant,  but  to  give  a measure  of  apportion- 
ment, and  limit  and  fix  the  respective  interests  of 


; Congress  was  empowered  to  establish  a uniform  rule 
[of  naturalization,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
^uniformity  on  a subject  of  such  high  national  con- 
fcern,  the  power  was  surrendered  by  the  states  and 
vested  in  the  general  government. 

It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  one  could  be  a 


[have  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a citizen  in  every 


the  states  in  the  fund.  The  short  and  true  readingf!citizen  of  any  state  without  being  a citizen  of  the 
of  the  deed  then  was,  that  the  cession  was  a granl|(United  Slates.  The  constitution  declares  that  “the 
to  the  confederation  by  one  member  of  it,  for  theficitizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  ihe  pri- 
use  and  benefit  of  itself  and  the  several  other  mem- Svileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
bers  of  it,  respectively,  to  be  shared  by  them  in  the  Istates.”  A citizen  of  any  one  state,  therefore,  must 
proportions  specified.  Such  was  cleaily  the  nature  ’ 
and  effect  of  the  cession  under  the  confederation; 
and  had  the  substitution  of  the  present  constitution 
and  government  in  the  place  of  the  confederation 
worked  any  change  in  the  rights  of  the  states  to  the 
fund?  Whether  it  had  or  not,  would  be  seen  from  the 
constitution  itself. 

“The  congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  the  U.  States 
or  of  any  particular  state.” 

“All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered 
into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall 
be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  con- 
stitution as  under  the  confederation.” 

These  provisions  of  the  constitution,  which  were 
the  only  ones  having  any  bearing  upon  the  question, 


the  obligation  of  the  compacts  ol  cession,  saved  and 


other  state;  and  this  consideration  alone,  if  nothing  ssettled  that  the  population  were  crowding  each 


c 


else  would  do  it,  demonstrated  the  utter  repugnancy 
and  incompatibility  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  by 
the  states.  It  was  true  that  " 

Jand  indeed  even  held  by  the 
states  possessed  a concurrent  authority  in  the  matter 
of  naturalization;  but,  considering  the  nature  and 
purpose  of  the  power,  and  that  such  concurrent  au- 
thority would  render  the  power  entirely  nugatory 
and  wholly  defeat  its  policy,  the  error  which  pre- 
vailed for  a time  had  at  length  given  way  to  sounder 
reasoning  and  more  comprehensive  and  enlightened 
iews  upon  the  subject,  so  that  it  might  now  be  con- 


could  be  a citizen,  or  enjoy  the  full  rights  of  a c.iti- 
instead  of  extinguishing  or  impairing,  in  any  degree,  izen,  who  was  not  such  by  nativity  of  birth,  except 


it  was  once  supposed,  ['.young  man,  by  hiring  himself  out  for  a year  or  tw  o, 
le  judiciary,  that  the  [could  earn  money  enough  to  buy 


! by  naturalization.  Every  one,  therefore,  was  an 


confirmed  all  the  antecedent  rights  springing  qut  of  [alien  who  was  not  a citizen,  either  native  ornatura 


them.  The  new  constitution  superceded  the  old 
confederation,  but  the  trust  continued  a subsisting 
and  binding  trust,  and  the  beneficial  interest  in  the 
lands  remained,  as  before,  in  the  states.  If  it  had 
so  happened  that  the  trust  could  not  now  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  precise  manner  designated  and  directed| 
by  the  deeds  of  cession,  then,  according  to  well' 
known  and  established  principles,  it  was  to  be  exe- 
cuted as  nearly  in  that  manner  as  was  practicable, 
or  in  such  other  way  as  would  give  effect  to  the 
trust.  If  congress  could  not  apportion  the  fund 
among  the  states  in  the  mode  specified  and  prescrib- 
ed, it, was  bound  to  adopt  such  other  course  as  would 
approximate  in  its  results  the  nearest  to  that  mode. 

Such,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  his  reasoning  upon  the 
question  at  the  last  session,  and  what  he»had  now 
said  upon  it  was  little  else  than]a  repetition,  in  sub 
stance,  of  what  he  then  said.  Distribution,  hr 
would  repeat,  was,  in  his  judgment,  the  right  of  the 
states,  justice  not  only  required  it,  but  it  was  de- 
manded by  considerations  of  policy  of  the  highest 
and  most  weighty  nature.  He  thought  the  thanks 
of  the  country  were  due  to  the  honorable  senator 
who  originally  brought  forward  the  proposition.  It 
was  a wise,  just  and  conciliatory  measure;  and  Mr. 
P.  would  venture  to  say  that,  among  all  the  mea- 
sures which  the  honorable  senator  from<  Kentucky 


1 ized;  and  the  question  was,  could  the  elective  fran- 
chise be  given  to  aliens,  to  persons  who  owed  no 
allegianceto  the  country,  but  were  bound  by  allegi 
ance  to  a foreign  country,  which  was  the  legal  con 
tion  of  every  alien?  If  the  states  could  not  exercise 
the  power  of  naturalization,  could  they  confer  all 
he  essential  civil  and  political  rights  and  privileges 
which  naturalization  gave?  If  they  could  not  direct 
ly,  and  in  a legal  and  constitutional  sense,  make  an 
alien  a citizen,  could  they  give  him  all  the  lights 
which  belonged  to  a citizen,  and  thus  indirectly, 
but  substantially,  exercise  the  power  of  naturaliza 
tion?  It  appeared  to  Mr.  P.  to  be  very  plain  that 
they  could  not.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  it  was 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  every  state  constitution 
or  law  which  was  repugnant  to  any  of  its  provisions 
was  of  no  validity  and  could  confer  no  rights.  If  an 
alien,  without  naturalization,  could  have  and  enjoy 
ill  the  rights,  civil  and  political,  which  properly  ap 
pertained  to  a citizen,  he  would  be,  to  every'  intent 
and  purpose,  a citizen  in  every  thing  but  in  name. 
There  would  be  nothing  left  of  his  alienism  but  a 
mere  abstraction. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  very  clear  to  him  that  the  right 
to  vote  in  political  elections  could  only  be  bestowed 
pon  citizens,  native  or  naturalized.  The  supreme 


try.  Give  them  a fair  chance;  and  even  those  w ho 
were  not  married,  let  them  go  and  erect  a log  cabin 
and  get  it  ready  to  accommodate  a wife  immediately 
after  they  should  be  21.  He  thought  it  would  be 
rather  a reflection  on  the  senate  should  they  refuse 
so  small  a boon.  The  provision  in  the  bill  could  do 
no  harm,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  as  unnecessary.  It  was  his  belief  that 
the  inhabitants  ol  the  old  states  were  quite  as  much, 
if  not  more  benefitted  by  pre-emption  laws  than 
those  of  the  new.  The  old  states  had  so  long  been 


other  out,  and  he  was  for  holding  out  inducements 
for  them  to  go  to  the  west,  where  land  was  cheap.  A 


himself  a snug 
farm  and  setiie  himself  lor  life;  and  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  to  see  those  who  had  begun  in  this 
manner  eventually  become  prosperous  and  wealthy. 
There  were  men  in  the  western  country  now  worth 
50,  SO  and  100  thousand  dollars,  who  had  entered 
that  country  with  an  axe,  and  had  not  been  worth 
the  clothes  on  their  backs.  By  hiring  out  at  $10 
and  $15  a month,  they  had  earned  themselves  a 


would  be  regarded  by  posterity  as  Ihe  highest  and 
strongest  evidence  of  his  wisdom,  his  sagacity,  his 
enlarged  and  enlightened  patriotism 

Mr.  P.  said  there  was  one  other  topic,  not  very 
intimately  connected,  it  was  true,  with  the  subject 
before  the  senate,  upon  which  he  wished  to  say  a 


rather  incidentally  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
and  he  noticed  it,  not  because  it  had  any  immediate 
bearing  upon  the  merits  of  the  main  question,  but 
on  account  of  its  general  importance,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  his  dissent  from  some  of  the 
doctrines  which  gentlemen  had  taken  occasion  to 
advance  upon  it. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  states  had  the  unqualified 
and  exclusive  right  to  determine  and  fix  the  qualifi- 
cations of  electors,  and  might  by  their  constitutions 
or  laws  admit  whomsoever  they  pleased,  whether! 
citizens  or  aliens,  to  vote  in  elections  either  of  statee  they  added  to  these  civi 


sidered  as  settled  and  established  that  the  power  piece  of  land,  and  by  industry  and  integrity  had  be- 
was  exclusive.  come  among  the  most  valuable  and  respectable  of 

The  power  of  naturalization  given  in  the  consti-  our  citizens.  A man  in  the  eastern  slates  who  had 
lution,  Mr.  P.  said,  necessarily  implied  that  no  one  a family  which  he  found  it  difficult  to  maintain, 

would  remove  to  the  west,  carrying  with  him  sons 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-one.  It 
was  an  every-day  occurrence.  When  he  got  there, 
having  no  better  use  for  the  services  of  his  sons, 
they  would  hire  out,  and,  in  a little  while,  earn 
themselves  each  a farm.  Thus  neighborhoods  were 
formed,  and  there  were  entire  towns  in  the  western 
country  which  had  been  settled  by  persons  original- 
ly moving  from  the  same  neighborhood  in  the  eas- 
tern states.  The  young  people  would  establish 
themselves  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  their  pa- 
rent, and  would  thus  avail  themselves  of  their  ad- 
vice and  friendly  aid.  This  appeared  to  Mr.  S.  a 
ivery  desirable  state  of  things,  and  he  would  do  no- 
thing to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Huntington  said  that  he  wished  the  lio- 
[norable  senator  Irom  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchan- 
an) had  furnished  a more  practical  commentary, 
than  he  had  done  on  his  own  doctrine  of  early  inar- 
iriages.  Mr.  H.  had  no  desire  to  prevent  the  pros- 
perity of  enterprising  young  men,  who  chose  to 
| marry  early;  and  they  were  embraced  in  that  pro- 
vision of  the  bill  which  gives  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  “every  person,  being  the  heud  of  a fa- 
mily;” but  he  could  not  consent  to  give  this  privi- 
ege  to  minors  who  were  yet  single,  as  this  bill 
does,  under  the  description  of  a “single  man  over 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.”  In  regard  to  the  latter 
class,  he  was  inclined  to  “follow  in  the  footsteps”  of 
our  “processors, ” esteeming  their  policy  on  this 
subject  to  be  a wise  one. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  that,  after  the  last  votes  which 
had  been  given  in  favor  of  this  bill,  he  presumed  it 
was  to  pass,  and  was  desirous  to  make  it  as  perfect 
as  possible.  He  was  willing  that  a young  man  over 
18  and  under  21  should  have  a pre-emption  right, 
provided  he  was  married,  and  the  head  of  a family; 
but,  if  a similar  provision  was  to  be  extended  to 
other  minors,  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  to  consider 
what  was  the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  on  the 
domestic  relations  of  life.  Inviting  young  men 
from  the  homestead  of  their  fathers,  conferring 
property  on  them  before  they  were  of  age,  and  set- 
tling them  in  masses  in  a new  country — what  must 
|be  the  effect  of  this  on  themselves,  as  well  as  on 
.the  community  into  the  midst  of  which  they  were 
^thrown,  without  being  bound  to  it  by  any  of  the 


had  originated,  and  which  had  rendered,  and  would,  jlpower,  according  to  the  theory  ol  the  American  go- 
in  tuture  history,  render  his  name  signally  conspi-Svernments,  rested  wholly  in  the  citizens,  or,  in  the 
cuous,  the  measure  of  distribution,  above  all  oihers. Slanguage  of  the  constitution,  in  the  people — a word 


evidently  used  as  synonymous  with  citizens — and  it 
might  be  assumed,  as  an  elementary  principle  in 
our  political  institutions,  that  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  of  government  could  be  delegated  by  none 
but  citizens,  and  only  to  citizens.  Citizenship,  on 
the  general  principles  of  law  and  reason,  was  essen 


word  or  two.  It  was  a topic  which  had  arisen  tial  to  the  capacity  of  an  elector.  Though  every 


citizen  might  not  be  an  elector,  no  one  could  be  an 
elector  who  was  not  a citizen.  It  was  true,  the 
states  might  superadd,  or  dispense  with,  other  qua- 
lifications, but  they  could  not  give,  or  dispense  with, 
the  fundamental  one  of  citizenship.  They  might, 
perhaps,  repeal  the  common  law,  which  disabled  an 


pilien  to  hold  lands,  and  give  him  all  the  rights  ofSjordinary  social  ties?  It  went  to  break  up  family 
jpropertv;  they  might,  perhaps,  remove  other  dis- ifrelations,  and  tempt  young  lads  to  a breach  ot  the 
[qualifications,  and  allow  him  to  be  a juror,  or  to  en-jLduty  they  owed  their  parents.  Was  it  wise  thus 
;joy  other  civil  rights  depending  on  municipal  regu-^to  stimulate  emigration,  and  throw  young  and  mex- 
lation  and  of  mere  municipal  concern.  But  whengperienced  boys  into  circumstances  where  they  would 
ivil  rights  the  political  privi-f  be  exposed  to  all  manner  of  imposition.  What 
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right  had  such  young  men  to  enter  on  our  public?' there  it  had  been  decided  that  the  settler  must  con- 
domain  and  erect  themselves  a log  cabin  or  other  fine  himself  to  the  exact  amount  of  160  acres.  This 
building  without  the  consent  of  their  parents?  By  was  productive  of  great  inconvenience.  Part  of  a 
the  laws,  he  believed,  of  every  state  in  the  union,  ‘man’s  farm  might  have  been  on  such  a fraction,  and 
their  personal  services,  until  they  were  of  age,  be-||he  was  thus  prevented  from  entering  it.  Such  cases 
longed  to  their  fathers.  Would  gentlemen  temptlcould  be  provided  for  in  this  bill,  and  he  should  be 
the?n  to  desert  their  duty — to  deprive  their  parentsgsorry  to  see  it  prevented. 

of  the  aid  on  which  they  leaned,  and  to  which  by  a Mr.  Huntington  said  that  the  case  supposed 
the  laws  of  the  country,  they  were  entitled,  andw  was  already  provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  his  amend- 
which  they  might  claim  under  a law  of  far  higherfjment  did  not  in  his  opinion  interfere  with  it. 
origin  and  far  more  sacred  obligation?  |ij  The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was 

Mr.  Norvell  suggested  that,  by  the  laws  of  thepjagreed  to. 
general  government,  young  men  of  18  could  be-jh  Mr.  Huntington  now  offered  as  a further  amend- 
come  purchasers  of  the  public  land.  There  was  noSment  a new  section  to  the  bill  as  follows: 
law  to  prevent  it;  and  why,  if  he  went  on  a piece!,]  “Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  before 
of  wild  land  with  the  intent  to  make  it  his  home — Itany  person  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law  shall 
if  he  cultivated  the  soil  and  erected  on  it  a dwel-jjhave  a patent  for  the  land  which  he  may  claim  by 
ling,  ought  he  to  be  placed  on  a worse  footing  than  f having  complied  with  its  provisions,  he  shall  make 
others?  faoath  before  some  person  authorised  by  law  to  ad- 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  proposedyminister  the  same,  which  oath,  w'ith  the  certificate 
amendment  to  strikeout  IS  and  insert  21,  and  de-|ijof  the  person  administering  it,  shall  be  filed  with 
cided  in  the  negative,  as  follows:  : the  register  of  the  proper  land  office  when  the  land 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, His  applied  for,  and  by  said  register  sent  to  the  office 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  ft  of  the  commissioner  of  public  lands,  that  he  entered 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick, tjupon  the  land  which  lie  claims  in  his  own  right, 
Nicholas,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, |fand  exclusively  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  and 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Webster, Hthat  he  has  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any 
White,  Williams — 24.  ^agreement  or  contract,  in  any  way  or  manner,  with 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu-|1any  person  or  persons  whatever,  by  which  the  title 
chanan.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,|iwhich  he  might  acquire  from  the  government  of  the 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Por-SUnited  States  should  inure  to  the  use  or  benefit  of 
ter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Stur-gjany  one  except  himself,  or  to  convey  or  transfer  the 
geon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright, f’said  land,  or  the  title  which  he  may  acquire  to  the 
Young — 24.  llsame,  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whatever,  at 

The  senate  being  equally  divided,  the  president||any  subsequent  time;  and  if  guch  person  claiming 
gave  his  casting  vote  in  the  negative.  So  theSthe  benefit  of  this  law  as  aforesaid  shall  swear  false- 
amendment  was  rejected.  Illy  in  the  premises,  he  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 

Mr.  Huntington  now  offered  another  amend  Spains  and  penalties  for  perjury,  forfeit  the  money 
ment,  proposing  to  strike  out  from  section  first  thejg  which  he  may  have  paid  for  Ihe  land,  and  all  right 
words  “has  been  or  shall  be  extinguished,”  and  in  land  title  to  the  said  land;  and  any  grant  or  convey- 
sert  “shall  have  been  extingished  at  the  time  ofgance  which  he  may  have  made  in  pursuance  of  such 
such  settlement.”  So  that  if  the  amendment  begagreement  or  contract  as  aforesaid  shall  be  void,  ex 
adopted,  it  will  read,  “on  any  of  the  public  lands  tolcept  in  the  hands  of  a purchaser  in  good  faith,  for  a 
which  the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  exlinguishedivaluable  consideration  without  notice.  And  the 
at  the  time  ol  such  settlement.”  Kcertificate,  which  shall  be  filed  with  the  commis- 

He  said  that  he  proposed  it  merely  w'ith  the  view||sioner  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken  to  be  conclusive 
of  making  the  bill  more  explicit,  and  of  preventinggevidence  that  the  oath  was  legally  administered.” 
misconstruction,  especially  as  the  registers  and  re-1  Mr.  H.  said  that  his  intention  in  this  amendment, 
ceivers  were  to  have  power  to  decide  in  a summaryjpas  in  the  others,  was  to  carry  out  the  professed  ob- 
inanner  and  definitively  all  questions  arising  undeigf  ject  of  the  law,  by  preventing  frauds  and  securing 


the  act.  As  the  bill  stood,  it  might  be  so  construed 
as  to  apply  to  laud  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not 
been  extinguished.  The  object  of  the  amendment; 
was  to  prevent  this.  Instead,  therefore,  of  the  words 
in  the  bill,  “(he  title  to  which  has  been  or  may  be 
extinguished,”  he  proposed  to  substitute  the  words,! 
“shall  have  been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  such 
settlement.” 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  concurred  in  the! 
amendment. 

Mr.  Huntington.  I am  glad  there  is  one 
amendment  which  the  gentlemen  can  approve 

Mr.  Clay.  And  I am  glad  there  is  one  of  the 
gentleman’s  measures  which  I can  approve. 


ihe  honpst,  bona  fide  settler  in  the  possession  of  hi 
land.  By  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  any  indivi- 
dual wa3  not  only  not  prohibited,  but  was  permit- 
ted to  enter  on  land  for  the  benefit  of  others,  instead 
of  himself.  Now,  if  the  design  of  the  law  was  to 
grant  a pre-emption  right  to  the  bona  fide  settler  only, 
was  if  not  reasonable  to  require  his  affidavit  that  he 
was  such?  This  was  the  security  wdiich  the  govern- 
ment had  against  frauds,  and,  however  frail,  it  was 
some  security.  Did  western  gentlemen  want  others 
to  get  the  boon?  Did  they  desire  individuals  to  go 
upon  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  speculators?  As  the 
bill  now  is,  a man  might  openly  and  professedly  en- 
ter on  a quarter-section  for  the  benefit  of  some  rich 


Mr.  Huntington  rejoined,  that,  although  he  wasgLpeculator,  and  obtain  for  him  the  right  ol  pre-einp- 
pleased  to  have  the  support  of  the  senator  fromgtion.  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  followed,  in  this  amend 
Alabama  in  this  amendment,  he  thought  it  more  irri-gment,  the  law  of  1838;  and  though  he  admitted  that 
portant  to  have  a majority  of  the  senate  to  concur||it  would  prove  a very  inadequate  security,  still  il 
in  this,  as  they  already  had  done  in  another  amend-gwould  be  some.  Good  citizens  would  not  refuse  to 
ment  which  be  had  proposed,  and  to  which  the  gen-gtake  the  oath. 

Neman  from  Alabama  had  objected.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said 


that  the  friends  of 
Ihe  bill  had  no  wish  to  allow  men  to  enter  on  the 
lands  for  the  benefit  of  others;  and,  hoping  that  the 
amendment,  if  adopted,  might  possibly  have  the  ef- 
fect of  reconciling  some  gentlemen  to  the  bill,  he 


The  amendment  w’as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Huntington  said  he  would  propose  to  the: 
senate  another  amendment,  the  object  of  which,  as! 
in  the  last  case,  was  to  render  the  provisions  of  the* 

bill  more  explicit.  He  could  not  suppose  it  was  in-Hshould  not  oppose°it. 
tended  that  the  pre-emption  right  granted  by  the  1 The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
bill  should  be  extended  to  any  other  land  than  the  B ” 

quarter  section  on  which  the  pre-emptioner  settled, 
but,  as  the  bill  was  drawn,  it  must  be  manifest  that 
a person  who  settled  on  a quarter  section,  and 


Mr.  Huntington  now  said  that,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  had  gone  thus  far,  he  hoped  to 
have  his  concurrence  in  the  amendment  he  was 
about  to  propose.  The  law  was  not  only  prospec- 


bro right  himself  within  the  scope  of  the  bill  by  mak-|| live  but  permanent.  He  desired  so  to  amend  it  as 
ing  improvements,  &c.  might  claim  a pre-emptionra that  it  should  expire  by  its  own  limitation;  and  it 
right  to  any  other  quarter  section  open  to  pre-ernp-I would  be  open  to  renewal  if,  on  trial,  it  should  not 
tion.  To  prevent  this,  Mr.  H.  proposed  to  insert  ing  be  found  to  be  productive  of  evil.  He  wished, 
the  12th  line  of  the  4lh  section,  after  the  wordlj  therefore,  to  provide,  as  in  former  pre-emption  laws, 
“land,  the  words  “so  settled  upon;”  so  that,  ifgthat  the  law  should  continue  in  force  for  a limited 
amended,  it  will  read  “shall  be  entitled  to  a pre-itime  only;  and  with  that  view  he  offered  the  follow- 
emption  in  the  purchase  ot  a quantity  of  the  publicising  amendment: 

land  so  settled  upon , not  exceeding  one  quarter  sec-|  “Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 

tl0!?;  r • , , fshall  be  and  continue  in  lorce  two  years,  and  no 

Mr.  Linn  inquired  whether  his  fuend  from  Con-?|longer.” 
necticut  would  exclude  a man  who  had  settled  onjg  On  this  amendment  Mr.  Hubbard  demanded  the 
a traction  containing  17(1  or  ISO  acres.  The  sena-iyeas  and  nays. 

tor  was  aware  that  in  the  survey  there  were  somel  Mr.  Linn  said  he  wished  to  offer  a few  words  on 
fractional  sections,  one  quarter  of  which  would  iiotgthis  amendment.  If,  said  Mr.  L.  we  are  to  open  a 
always  be  160  acres.  This  had  produced  some  dif-jg pre-emption  discussion  every  two  years,  he  predict- 
ference  of  opinion  in  Missouri.  At  some  land  offi-ged  that  it  would  cost  this  government  ten  times  as 


My  shown,  amounts  only  to  the  difference  of  a few 
’cents.  He  did  not  entertain  a doubt  ot  it.  Why, 
sir,  have  we  not  seen,  from  time  to  time,  congress 
/[engaged,  day  by  day,  gravely  discussing,  at  an  im- 
ffmense  expense  to  the  people,  the  question  whether 
pjyou  would  pass  laws  to  permit  the  earliest  settlers 
Jof  the  wilderness  to  purchase  their  lands  at  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre?  He  considered 
Jthe  money  thus  spent  as  absolutely  squandered. — 
i$He  had  voted  for  the  senators  amendment  (Mr. 
HIentington’s)  requiring  an  oath  to  prevent  fraud; 
but  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  there  have  been 
an  almost  infinity  of  charges  of  fraud  brought  against 
the  settlers  on  ourw'estern  lands  which  were  nearly 
destitute  of  foundation.  There  was  scarcely  ground 
enough  of  fact  for  a man  to  plant  the  sole  of  his  foot 
upon  while  fulminating  the  thunders  of  denuncia- 
tion and  abuse  which  have  been  heard  here  and 
elsewhere. 

I believe  (said  he)  there  is  more  false  swearing 
in  the  custom  house  of  one  of  our  large  cities,  in  one 
day,  than  would  be  sufficient  to  damn  the  whole 
woild;  certainly  a thousand  times  more  than  exists 
on  the  whole  line  of  our  frontier,  in  relation  to  pre- 
emption rights,  in  a year.  It  has  become  almost 
proverbial  to  charge  the  people  of  the  new  states 
with  a want  of  moral  sense.  I fling  back  the  charge 
■fon  those  who  make  it.  I know  it  to  be  unfounded. 
I stand  here  openly  to  deny  it,  and  I aver  that,  save 
in  a very  few  cases,  the  charge  of  fraud  is  wholly 
without  foundation.  How  was  4his  system  of  ac- 
cusation employed  against  Louisiana?  It  was  said 
that  the  speculators  there  had  seized  upon  the  fat- 
test and  most  beautiful  land  in  all  the  country,  and 
by  fraudulent  practices  had  appropriated  it  to  them- 
selves. Well,  the  government  employed  an  agent 
5 of  character  and  experience  to  go  to  the  spot  and 
search  into  the  truth  of  the  charge.  He  did  so;  and 
what  does  he  report  to  you?  That  he  always  heard 
reports  in  relation  to  some  other  neighborhood,  but 
never  was  able  to  light  on  a spot  where  the  exist- 
ence of  fraud  was  found.  As  he  approached  the 
ground,  the  charge  receded  before  him;  it  vanished, 
it  evaporated,  and  never  proved  to  be  tangible,  ex- 
cept in  a very  tew  cases;  and  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  if  similar  charges,  which  have  been  made 
elsewhere,  shall  be  subjected  to  a thorough  investi- 
gation, gentlemen  will  almost  feel  ashamed  that  they 
ever  entertained  even  a suspicion  of  their  truth. 

I do  not  deny  that  (rand  may  have  been  perpe- 
trated, but  I do  say  that  it  has  occurred  as  seldom 
as  ever  will  be  possible  undera  merely  human  law. 
The  system  of  floats  did,  I admit,  give  occasion  to 
much  wrong  to  the  United  States,  and  the  govern- 
ment, by  that  means,  lost  some  of  its  best  lands;  and 
yet  it  was  not  fraud,  but  all  originated  from  a con- 
struction given  to  the  law  by  the  land  department 
here.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  construction  at 
the  time,  and  should  be  still.  The  object  of  the 
pre-emption  system  is,  that  the  new  states  may  get 
an  accession  of  good,  moral,  industrious  settlers. — 
And  here  1 must  be  permitted  to  say,  on  the  subject 
of  the  land  stealing,  that,  while  very  little  of  it  has 
been  committed  against  the  general  government, the 
United  States  have  been  guilty  of  no  small  amount 
of  it,  as  regards  some  of  the  United  States.  By  the 
treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  you  acquired  possession  of 
the  inagifificent  territory  of  Louisiana,  stretching 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  sources  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  by  contiguity  to  the  great  western 
ocean.  With  the  counlry  was  transferred  into  the 
bosom  of  the  American  family  many  thousand  souls, 
mostly'  ignorent  of  our  laws,  customs  and  manners. 
This  government  was  bound  by  that  treaty  to  re- 
spect that  property.  But  did  we  not  see  that  they 
refused  for  many  years  to  confirm  any  tract  over 
one  league  square,  or  any  tract  containing  a lead 
mine  or  salt  spring.  Was  this  just  or  right?  And, 
sir,  have  we  not  seen  these  same  lands  sold  and  the 
money'  pocketed  by  the  government,  and  title  still 
refused  to  the  claimant;  and,  when  taken  from  him 
and  afierwards  confirmed,  you  force  him  to  take  the 
aine  amount  from  your  picked  and  refuse  public 
domain  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry. 

This  you  call  carrying  out  a solemn  treaty  in  Ihe 
spirit  in  which  it  was  made.  But,  sir.  I do  not 
charge  this  government  with  intentional  wrong  in 
this  matter,  notwithstanding  it  did  steal  some  of 
these  strangers’  lands.  But  I do  say'  that  more 
rank  injustice  has  been  committed  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  gentlemen  who  stood  here  and  saw  it 
(lone  before  their  eyes,  than  has  ever  been  commit- 
ted by  the  people  of  the  whole  state  in  relation  to 
your  public  domain. 

When  the  whole  of  the  state,  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  between  the  Missouri  and  the 
Mississippi  rivers,  was  left  to  defend  itself  by  a po- 
pulation who  had  settled  on  the  lands  in  defiance 
your  laws,  these  very  squatters  proved  to  be 
your  best  soldiers,  and  such  they  ever  will  be.  And 
when  the  old  states  shall  be  sunk  in  follies  and 
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crimes,  and  shall  have  become  a government  of~and  vast  machine  of  the  new  constitution,  with  all 
mere  property,  there  will  still  be  found  on  the  fron-f’its  multitudinous  parts,  into  motion.  But  1 find 


tier  a gallant  band  of  hardy  agriculturalists,  among 
whom  the  love  of  liberty  will  still  survive,  and 
whose  virtue  and  patriotism  will  be  the  preservation 
of  our  free  institutions.  God  forbid  that  any  nn 
kind  feeling  should  be  excited  in  my  bosom  by  the 
acts  of  this  government  in  reference  to  Missouri. 
1 am  an  American  citizen,  thoroughly  and  truly 
such,  as  my  votes  will  prove;  but  I confess  I do 
feel  nettled,  at  times,  when  I hear  my  constituents 
charged  as  they  have  been  on  this  floor;  and  if  I am 
driven  to  carry  the  war  on  this  side  the  mountains, 
in  their  defence,  I promise  it  will  be  in  no  measur- 
ed terms.  And  it  the  question  is  to  be  made  of 
comparative  morality  and  of  simple  republican  in 
tegrity,  well  do  I know  on  which  side  the  balance 
will  rest. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  amendment 
was  one  of  greater  importance  than  at  first  view  it 
might  appear  to  be.  In  all  the  pre-emption  laws 
heretofore  passed,  a clause  had  been  inserted  limit- 
ing their  continuance  to  two  years;  and  the  ques- 
tion for  the  senate  now  to  decide  was,  w hether  they 
would  deviate  from  the  uniform  course  of  legisla- 
tion, and  now  pass  a pre-emption  law  which  should: 
be  interminable  in  its  duration.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  there  were  so  many  considerations  in  favor  of 
the  senate’s  listening  to  the  amendment  and  giving 
force  to  the  arguments  in  its  favor,  that  they  could 
not  well  refuse  to  adopt  it.  What  was  the  system 
which  it  was  proposed  to  enact  tor  a period  wholly 
unlimited?  It  was  a system  new,  untried  and  peri 
lous  in  the  extreme.  It  went  to  open  to  the  right 
of  pre-emption  the  whole  of  the  lands  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extin 
guisbed;  all  that  were  subject  to  private  entry;  and 
all  that  had  not  yet  been  surveyed  and  put  up  at 
auction.  It  invited  settlers  to  seize  upon  the  land 
before  it  had  been  surveyed.  It  was  a virtual  re- 
peal of  the  auction  system,  for,  when  all  the  good 
land  should  be  taken  up,  what  would  there  be  left 
for  the  auction  to  operate  upon?  Nothing.  It 
amounted  to  a total  alteration  of  our  land  system, 
which  had  been  in  successful  operation  lor  more! 
than  fifty  years — a system  under  which  Ohio,  from 
being  an  uncultivated  wilderness,  had  sprung  up, 
as  if  by  enchantment,  into  a densely  settled  state, 
numbering  a million  and  a half  inhabitants,  while, 
other  states  through  the  entire  west  had  advanced 
with  a progress  not  less  rapid.  Is  it  wise  (said  Mr. 
C.) — let  me  put  it  to  the  senate — let  me  put  it  to 
the  country — is  it  wise  to  put  this  matter  out  of 
reach  of  our  hands  until  we  are  perfectly  sure  that 
it  will  work  well?  Let  me  put  a case  to  the  friends 


that  in  the  fourth  congress  there  was  a session  of 
-jone  hundred  and  ninety-seven  days;  and  in  the  sixth 
•of  one  hundred  and  ninety  days.  Another  session 
[exhibits  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  days;  and; 
janother  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven.  And  what 
ido  you  suppose  wa3  the  longest  session  (not  in 
[eluding  that  in  which  war  was  declared  against1 
Great  Britain)  since  the  government  went  into  ope- 
ration? It  began  in  November,  1797,  and  ended 
in  July,  1798 — occupying  246  days.  The  next 
longest  was  the  session  during  which  we  went  to; 
war  with  England,  and  which  continued  245  days; 
and  so  the  lists  goes  on,  the  long  sessions  gradually 
diminishing  in  their  extent  until  gen.  Jackson 
came  into  power.  Then  commenced  a new  system 
of  legislation — the  attacks  on  banks,  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  the  multiplication  of  graduatioi 
and  pre-emption  bills,  with  all  the  other  w ild  andg 
reckless  and  ruinous  measures  which  have  pros- 
trated the  business  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Away  with  the  idea  that  we  are  to  be  frightened 
into  the  adoption  of  the  present  bill  from  any  hope 
of  relieving  ourselves  from  labor  and  from  those 
high  responsibilities  and  sacred  duties  which  have 
been  imposed  upon  us  by  the  constitution.  It  has! 
no  foundation  in  fact.  The  whole  consumption  oil 
time,  of  which  gentlemen  make  such  heavy  com 
plaints,  has  been  caused  by  their  own  impatience; 
under  the  operation  of  our  most  admirable  land  sys- 
teui.  All  w e ask  of  them  is  that  they  will  forbear, 
that  they  will  submit  to  a system  which  has  beei 
so  long  and  so  successfully  tried,  and  there  will  be; 
a gradual  diminution  of  the  time  consumed  from 
year  to  year  in  the  discussion  of  land  debates.  Yet, 
after  all  the  complaints,  the  longest  session  we  have 
ever  had  was  within  12  years  from  the  commence-] 
merit  of  the  government.  The  next  longest  was 
that  in  which  we  declared  war,  and  the  other  lon^ 
sessions  have  happened  since  general  Jackson  came 
into  power. 

Now,  l ask,  shall  we,  as  wise  men,  as  safe,  judi- 
cious men,  cast  behind  us  all  the  advantages  of  an 
old,  and  long  tlied,  and  advantageous  system,  which 
has  worked  w ell  and  produced  the  happiest  results, 
and  subject  ourselves  to  a new,  untried  and  intermi- 
nable scheme  like  that  proposed  in  the  present  bill? 
Wtiat  will  be  its  effect  in  a financial  point  of  view? 
The  government  is  now  aground.  The  cry  for 
treasury  notes!  treasury  notes!  is  the  only  remedy 
sounded  forth  from  the  head  of  the  treasury  depart 
inent.  The  denouncers  of  banks,  and  bank  paperj 
and  the  credit  system,  now  cry  in  our  ears  for  more,! 
and  more,  and  yet  more  paper  money.  I call  the  at-! 


allying  and  delivering  it  up  to  the  occupation  of  others, 
ndf  would  be  careful  to  have  it  put  in  the  nicest  order! 


of  this  bill.  Here  is  a new  distiict  of  lands  opened,  jtention  of  the  senate  to  one  of  the  reports  from  the! 
lands  of  the  most  inviting  character,  containing  ex-  (secretary,  from  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  there! 


actly  the  proper  proportion  of  prairie  arid  timber 
beautifully  situated,  and  of  the  highest  degree  of 
fertility.  You  then  issue  your  proclamation  to  all 
the  world,  inviting  alt  who  choose  to  rush  upon 
the  fresh  and  virgin  soil,  under  the  promise  that 
they  shall  have  a pre-emption  right,  and  they  come 
at  your  call.  Now,  by  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
sent land  system  you  declare  that  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion in  every  township  shall  be  reserved  for  purpo- 
ses of  education.  By  the  effect  of  this  bill  that  sec- 
tion is  gone,  it  is  gone.  Who  does  not  foresee  that 
such  a settlement  as  is  here  invited  must  lead  to 
scenes  of  violence  and  contention  in  regard  to  land 


is  a labored  exertion  throughout  to  diminish  the 
charges  upon  government,  and  to  augment  the  re 
ceipts  of  the  current  year.  And  this  extravagant 
administration,  in  its  expiring  moments,  begins  to 
preach  economy — a word  which  has  been  hereto- 
fore rigorously  excluded  from  their  political  voca- 
bulary. Look  at  his  estimate  of  the  product  of  the 
customs  during  the  present  year.  He  sets  them 
down  at  nineteen  millions;  and  on  what  data?  On 
none  whatever.  Only  because  it  was  convenient 
to  swell  the  income  to  that  amount.  The  product 
of  the  last  year  was  but  thirteen  millions,  and  why 
foes  he  estimate  that  of  the  coming  year  at  nine- 


titles  on  which  no  patriot  eye  can  look  but  withfjteen  millions?  Simply  because  those  figures  would 
sorrow  arid  dismay.  Under  these  circumstancesKenable  him  to  show  a little  surplus  in  the  treasury 
hat  is  now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Conuec-»at  the  end  of  the  year;  and  if  for  that  purpose  an 


ticut?  It  is  merely  to  bring  the  act  under  review 
at  the  end  of  two  years,  wtien  it  shall  have  under- 
gone some  trial  as  to  its  practical  operation.  And 
is  ttiis  a new  proposal?  have  not  all  our  pre-emptiouB  ‘ 
laws  heretofore  been  limited  in  point  of  time?  Notfti 


estimate  of  twenty  five  millions  had  been  necessary 
it  would  have  been  so  set  down.  Look  at  his  re 
port,  and  what  does  he  say?  Why,  that  there  is  a 
‘strong  illustration  of  the  probability  of  a conjee 
tore.”  [A  laugh.]  Yes,  we  have  the  “strong  il 
lustration  of  the  probability  of  a conjecture.”  This 
language  reminds  me  very  much  of  the  expressions 


He  would  have  the  locks  repaired,  the  painting  and 
whitewash  renewed,  all  the  fastening  of  the  house 
overhauled,  and  the  entire  premises  scrubbed, 
washed,  and  put  in  state  of  complete  and  credi- 
table repair.  But  what  have  we  here?  The  ad- 
ministration who  are  about  to  surrender  the  pub- 
lic departments  to  the  possession  of  those  whom 
the  people  have  chosen  to  be  their  successors, 
are  leaving  every  thing  topsyturvy,  and  in  a state 
of  the  utmost  confusion,  dilapidation,  and  de- 
cay. The  financial  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to 
diminish  the  current  revenue  of  the  year  by  every 
pre-emption  that  shall  be  sold;  and  I here  predict 
that  the  greatest  amount  derived  next  year  from  the 
public  lands  will  be  from  sales  to  pre-emptioners; 
and,  as  they  have  a year’s  credit,  the  money  will 
not  come  into  the  treasury  till  the  year  following. 

But  I have  been  drawn  aside  from  that  which 
tempted  me  to  trouble  the  senate  on  the  present 
occasion.  I entreat  gentlemen  to  foi bear,  and  to 
give  a fixed  limitation  to  the  operation  of  their  bill, 
and  not  send  forth,  with  a census  yet  untold,  and 
with  elect  members  of  congress  not  in  their  places, 
a measure  which  may  operate  most  injuriously, 
and  winch,  if  it  shall  operate  well,  will,  without 
doubt,  be  continued. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  should  not  now 
attempt  any  reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  treasury 
notes.  He  had  risen  to  correct  the  senator  in  an 
important  matter  of  fact.  That  gentleman  had  said 
that  the  practical  operation  of  the  bill  would  be  to 
deprive  the  new  states  of  the  benefit  derived  from 
the  reservation  of  the  sixteenth  section  in  every 
township  lor  purposes  of  education.  Mr.  C.  re- 
gretted that  the  memory  of  the  honorable  senator 
should  be  so  conveniently  short  in  reference  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  The  subject  of  these  re- 
served sections  had  been  adverted  to;  the  objection 
had  been  brought  forward,  and  Mr.  C.  had,  in  con- 
sequence, offered  an  amendment  declaring  that,  if 
a pre-emption  was  found  to  interfere  with  the  six- 
teenth section,  it  should  be  removed,  and  that  sec- 
tion left  untouched.  Did  not  every  one  know  that, 
by  the  law  which  was  the  foundation  of  our  land 
system,  these  sixteenth  sections  were  to  be  reserv- 
ed? And  were  they  not  excepted  by  the  bill?  And 
yet  the  senafor  could  rise  and  tell  the  senate  that 
the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  take  away  the 
land  reserved  for  common  schools. 

As  to  the  clearness  of  the  language  employed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
revenue,  Mr.  C.  could  r.ot  perceive  that  it  had  any 
very  intimate  connexion  with  the  present  bill.  Nor 
could  he  perceive  the  necessity  of  going  aside  to 
make  an  attack  on  a distinguished  individual  now 
retired  from  public  life,  but  who,  like  some  evil 
genius,  seemed  to  be  ever  present  to  the  mind  of 
that  honorable  senator.  And  why?  Had  not  the 
senator  told  the  senate  that  after  the  4th  of  March 
his  political  friends  would  have  the  possession  of 
power,  not  only  in  the  executive,  but  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature?  And  suppose  the  bill 
should  be  ever  so  injurious,  would  they  be  afraid  to 
repeal  it?  That  would  be  a question  for  them  to 
consider.  But  if  they  choose  to  do  it,  they  would 
certainly  have  the  power.  The  senator  had  said 
that  this  bill  was  to  be  irrevocable,  and  to  prevent 
j t his  he  argued  for  its  limitation.  Now  one  of  the 
s first  lessons  Mr.  C.  had  learned  in  the  study  of 
jBlackstone  had  been,  that  one  parliament  possessed 
no  power  to  control  and  bind  a subsequent  parlia- 
ment. How  then  could  the  law  be  irrevocable. 
Might  it  not  be  repealed  as  soon  as  that  gentleman 
rand  his  friends  got  into  power.  But  that  senator 
Jcould  see  nothing  good  in  the  bill,  and  had  in  fact 
Sheen  at  war  with  that  section  of  the  country  from 
which  Mr.  C.  came  ever  since  he  had  enjoyed  the 


one  of  them  has  been,  like  this,  universal  in  its 

range,  and  unlimited  in  its  duration.  moo  - . . . 

Something  tias  been  said  about  the  tediousness  of  I used  by  a friend  of  mine  now  not  living,  but  then  a||  honor  of  a seat  on  that  floor.  It  must  be  perfectly 

legislation,  and  the  great  consumption  of  congres-P  ' 1 ' 1 L “ r *l"“  -> 

sional  time,  occasioned  by  our  debates  on  subjects; 


connected  with  the  public  domain;  but  have  gentle- 
men attended  to  the  facts  on  this  subject?  I say 
that,  but  for  the.  series  of  experiments  which  lias 

been  so  fatal  in  its  operation  on  the  whole  country  , 

and  on  all  its  interests,  the  sessions  of  congress,  in-  jthe  probability  ot  a conjecture.  Ar 
stead  of  increasing  in  length,  have  shown  a constant|  what  is  this_‘*strong  probability?  ’ It  is 
tendency  to  diminution.  I have  before  me  a very 
curious  documents  on  this  subject,  embracing  every 
session  of  congress  from  1789  to  the  present  time, 
being  fifty  two  annual  sessions.  And  what  are  the 
results  it  exhibits?  That  the  two  first  sessions  of; 


member  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky.  Rising  to 
speak  to  some  matter  in  debate,  he  said  that  he 
thought  “lie  had  a sort  of  a sign  of  a symptom  of  a 
sensation  of  an  idea  on  the  subject  before  the 
house.”  [A  laugh.]  And  really  that  seems  asl 
good  to  me  as  the  secretary’s  “strong  illustration  of j 

And,  after  all,' 
a naked  es 

timate  of  the  honorable  secretary  that  the  receipts; 
from  the  customs  will  amount  to  nineteen  millions 


obvious  that  there  was  no  force  in  the  objection  of 
the  senator  in  regard  to  the  sixteenth  section.  That 
section  was  not  in  the  least  danger;  if  it  were  Mr. 
C.  would  be  the  last  man  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Michigan  now  addressed  the 
senate,  but  in  so  low  a tone  of  voice  that  very  little 
of  what  he  said  reached  the  ear  of  the  reporter. 
He  was  understood  to  say,  in  substance,  ttiat  he 
had  voted  against  Mr.  Calhoun’s  plan  of  cession 
under  a conviction  that  it  would  not  operate  for  the 


I see,  in  a certain  paper  sent  by  him  to  another|interest  of  Michigan;  and  that  he  had  voted  against 
part  of  this  capitol,  that  the  secretary  tells  us  thisgthe  amendment  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  proposing  a 


overabundant,  overwhelming  revenue  for  the  firstpdistribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
cor, .cress  afterthe  government  went  intooperation,?  quarter  of  1841  will  amount  to  .$3,000,000.  Where|not  because  he  was  against  distribution  as  a sub- 
were  amon°-  the  lon"-e=t  of  any— one  of  them  con-ldoes  he  get  the  other  $16,000,000,  and  w hat  do’jstantive  measure,  but  because,  in  the  amendment 
tinulno- twonhundrednand  twenty-one  days,  and  theiyou  propose  to  do  under  such  a miserable,  wretch-gof  the  senator  irom  Kentucky,  it  had  been  con- 
other  °two  hundred  and  ten.  I know  it  has  been!  ed  state  of  the  finances  as  that  in  which  the  pre-'Hnected  with  a pre-emption  bill.  He  concluded  by 
said  and  truly  said  that  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  sent  administration  is  about  to  leave  the  treasury?,’ declaring  his  determination  not  to  vote  tor  limiting 
from  »he  fact  that  our  whole  system  had  then  to  be|A  gentleman  possessed  of  the  feelings  of  honor;  - the  present  bill  to  two  years. 

or  ganized;  that  the  first  congress  had  to  put  the  new| and  self-respect,  if  he  were  about  leaving  a build-i  r—  ™ Rr  r 
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fy=fc>prmT<;rmPT_ATiRTVAT  OF  the  Acadia. ^Thomas,  of  New  Baltimore,  in  that  territory,  have  met  in  our  courts,  of  reading  statutes  from  printed  books— 
VVe  «tou  trie  r.ress  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  with  complete  success  in  their  experiments  on  smelting  warranted  the  district  attorney  in  using  those  printed 

we  .top  me  pi  ..a  — They  constructed  a very  simple  furnace,  acts,  as  evidence. 

' ’ Exception  was  taken  in  this  decision  by  the  counsel 


Acadia  at  Boston,  with  Liverpool  advices  to  the  cost  only  ten  dollars,  in  which  they  smelted,  on  7 

19th  ultimo,  inclusive.  - " " 


)th  ultimo,  inclusive.  ..  , M Fthe  28th  of  September  last,  2,500  pounds  of  ore,  from  for  the  claimants. 

The  war  panic  excited  by  the  publication  or  ivlJ;|which  they  obtained  nearly  700  lbs.  of  good  copper, g Shinplaster  cases.  Baltimore  county 
Pickens’  report,  and  the  position  of  McLeod  s ^t-gpr0n0unced  by  competent  judges  to  be  superior  totheilate  session,  decided  the  class  of  cases 

• I J h 1 I fin  m P ni  thpi^rt  . . .I.  A • _ ________  m ^ 1 thn  n KaVo  cirm  .finont  t i 1 1 r\  Tiro  uwIlTI 


court,  at  its 
cases  known  un- 


fair,  had  somewhat  subsided.^  Whilst  some  of  thelgQ^  American  pig  copper.  The  time  occupied  in|der  the  above  significant  title.  The  judgments gender- 
public  journals  were  endeavoring  lustily  to  blow  uppprocuring  from  the  ore  the  above  amount  of  coppery  ed  by  the  magistrates  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  have 

* „ " i : „ i l — nirnlna  i o n o I nr»  1 * 1 - AT  .LU  — 1\ /I  A H n.  "I\/T  t-  F4  heon  enctninorl  n n rl  t li  o rtnrtioc  mal'inff  tllA  lfifillP.fi  HTfi 


a flame,  the  tone  in  the  official  circles  is  calm 
and  pacific.  . 

A conclusive  proof  of  confidence  in  the  continu- 
ance of  peace  is  found  in  the  turn  which  the  cotton 
market  had  taken.  Demand  became  active  and 
prices  advanced  upon  receipt  of  Pickens’  report, 


was  only  nine  hours.  Neither  Mr.  Altord  or  Mr. 
Thomas  had  any  experience  in  the  business  of  smelt- 
ing, and  the  result  is  justly  deemed  a mailer  of  great 
consequence  to  that  territory,  which  abounds  in  rich 
copper  ore. 

uncEi  ...  * - Antonio,  the  slave  of  capt.  Ferrer,  of  the  Amistad, 

but  on  the  day  the  Acadia  left,  the  extra  demand  hadSwho  was,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  district  court, 

Bto  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  Spanish  authorities, 
ghas  within  a few  days  been  among  the  missing  at  New 
lHaven.  It  is  understood  that  he  gave  leg  boil,  with 
itwo  sureties  for  his  appearance,  and  that  the  sureties 
’“"have  probably  before  this  time  delivered  him  up. 

Banks.  The  banks  of  New  Orleans  reported  on 
the  27th  of  February,  that  they  had  in  their  vaults 
$3, 237,123  in  specie,  and  that  their  circulation,  after 
deducting  the  notes  held  by  banks  amounted  6,613,557 
dollars. 

Boston  bank  dividends.  The  following  are  the  divi- 
dends recently  declared  by  the  Boston  banks,  and  pay- 
sably  on  Monday  next.  The  gross  amount  is  $495,750 
on  an  aggregate  capital  of  $17,650,000.  Atlas,  2g  per 


ceased  and  prices  had  settled  down  to  previous  rates 
The  Hampshire  Telegraph  has  the  following: 
Symtoms  of  war  with  America.  We  have  this 
day  learned  that  our  government,  in  order  to  pre 
pare  for  any  emergency  that  may  spring  out  of  the 
case  of  McLeod  (and  if  the  republic  execute  him, 
we  do  not  think  there  is  a man  in  the  kingdom  but 
will  demand  justice),  have  directed  six  regiments 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark  for  North 
America — two  of  which  are  the  19th  and  84th  re- 
giments, now  in  Ireland. 

It  is  also  stated  in  private  letters  from  the  first 
circles  in  Paris,  that  lord  Grenville  on  the  27th  ult. 


officially  announced  to  M.  Guizot  that  the  English |cent.;  Atlantic  3;  Boston  3J;  City  none;  Columbian  3; 
government  would  find  it  necessary  to  send  ten  sail  JEagle  8;  Freeman’s  3|;  Globe  3;  Granite  3;  Hamilton 

Of  course  a fleet f ; Massachusetts  Market  none;  Mechanics  3;  Mer- 


government 

of  the  line  to  the  same  quarter, 
of  steamers  will  form  part  of  such  an  expedition. 

The  London  Spectator  issued  prior  to  the  sailing 
of  the  Acadia,  makes  horrid  war  upon  the  report  of 
Mr.  Pickens.  We  copy,  however,  from  the  specta- 
tor the  following  sensible  remarks: 


(chants  2£;  New  England  3;  North  2|;  Shoe  and 
Leather  dealers  3j;  Shawmut  3;  State  Suffolk  4; 
South  2;  Tremont  3;  Traders  3;  Union  3;  Washing- 
ton 2L 

Millers  bank  of  Clyde.  The  Albany  Evening  .Tour- 
tfnal  says,  the  mortgages  deposited  with  the  comptroller 


“Every  thing  seems  to  conspire  to  aggravate  ill Ei by  the  Millers  bank  of  New  York,  were  sold  on  Fri- 

It  _ _ J 1 1.  .11 1 li  1 n Vv  A o o of  thn  iVT  o ro  li  o ntc"  Tr  vono  n rrn  ' I Min  o m nnrit  rvf  Ihn 


feelings  and  to  neutialize  better  dispositions.  Which 
is  lord  Palmerston  doing?  Rumor  says  that  he  has 
sent  out  peremptory  demands  for  Mr.  McLeod’s 
discharge,  and  orders  for  ships  of  the  line  to  back 
these  demands  on  the  American  coast.  To  what 
end  has  that  been  done?  on  what  ground?  in  what! 
fashion?  Has  lord  Palmerston  consulted  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  made  quite  sure  that  the 
United  States  can  be  called  upon  to  give  up  Mr. 
McLeod,  before  he  has  made  appearance  before  the 
tribunals,  on  a charge  which,  being  formally,  how- 
ever groundlessly  made,  must  be  legally  disposed  of? 
Has  lord  Palmerston  chosen  the  proper  time  and 
mode  of  urging  the  demand  to  secure  success?  The 
most  reasonable  demand  may  be  so  put  as  to  make 
it  impossible  to  accede;  the  country  would  be  glad 
to  know  how  lord  Palmerston  has  managed.” 

London , Match  18,  (evening).  Upon  mature  re- 
flection the  terror  of  the  advices  received  yesterday 
from  New  York,  is  considered  decidedly  more  satis- 
factory than  the  previous  accounts, and  consequent- 
ly the  alarm  which  prevailed  here,  on  the  subject 
of  peace  or  war,  has  in  some  degree  subsided.  The 
best  proof  of  this  is  the  fact  of  a further  advance  in 
the  prices  of  all  securities,  both  English  and  foreign 
yesterday  and  to-day;  those  who  had  speculated  for 
a fall  having  shown  a disposition  to  change  their 
accounts  and  go  for  a rise. 

It  is  said  that  four  ships  of  war  were  fitting  out 
with  despatch — two  at  Sheerness,  and  two  at  Ports- 
mouth. Their  destination  was  supposed  to  be  trans- 
Atlantic. 

“ Two  o'clock. — Consols  are  steady  at  88  1-4  to  4-8 
for  money,  and  88|  to  f for  account;  new  3$  per[§ 
cents;  96J  to  97,  and  exchequer  bills  6s.  to  8s.  prem  B 

The  money  market.  London,  March  19.  Tht 
favorable  impression  produced  by  the  news  receiv- 
ed by  the  Columbia,  from  America,  has  led  to  a fur- 
ther improvement  in  the  funds  to-day.  Consols 
for  the  account  having  closed  at  88J  to  f,  being  f 
per  cent,  advance  since  yesterday.  Exchequer 
bills  were  6s.  to  8s.  prem. 


day  at  the  Merchants’  Exchange.  The  amount  of  the 
whole,  principal  and  interest,  was  $85,272.  They  sold 
tor  $64,705  in  cash.  The  dividend  to  the  bill-holders' 
will  be  over  90  per  cent. 

The  banks  at  Richmond  suspended  specie  payments 
on  the  6th  instant,  having  sustained  heavy  drains  for! 
fsome  time  past.  They  resolve  that  they  will  be  ready! 
'to  resume  specie  payments  cotemporaneously  with  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore,  or  whenever  the 
balance  of  trade  between  this  state  and  the  northern 
'cities  will  render  such  a measure  prudent  and  safe;  and 
to  this  end  it  will  be  the  fixed  policy  to  observe  the  ut- 
most prudence  in  their  discounts,  and  to  proceed  io 
convert  into  active  and  available  resources  their  sus- 
pended debts  and  unproductive  balances. 

The  other  banks  of  the-  state  had  previously  sus- 
pended. 

Bank  of  the  XJ.  S.  of  Pennsylvania.  Thomas  Dun- 
lap, esq.  has  resigned  the  office  of  president  of  the, 
bank — col.  Drayton,  formerly  of  South  Carolina,  has 
been  elected  in  his  place.  The  committee  report  in 
favor  of  a change  of  the  name  and  charter  of  the  in- 
stitution— capitol  to  be  reduced  to  fourteen  millions — 
post  notes  and  proxy  voting  prohibited — special  security 
to  be  given — the  directors  to  inquire  into  the  obligations 
incurred  by  the  former  officers  of  the  the  bank,  and  if 
possible  to  proceed  by  legal  means  to  enforce  the  ful- 
filment of  them — the  clerks  of  the  bank  absolved  from 
oaths  to  keep  secret  the  transactions  of  the  bank  from 
the  directors  and  committees  of  stockholders,  &c.  &c. 

Connecticut— election.  The  general  election  just 

terminated,  is  said  to  have  resulted  in  favor  of  the  whig 
candidates  throughout. 


CHRONICLE. 

American  coal.  The  Pottsville  Miners’  Journal 
stales  that  the  quantity  of  foreign  coal  imported  into 
the  United  States  last  year  will  not  fall  much  short  off 
200,000  tons.  There  is  at  present  a duty  on  this  article! 
of  ©1  68  per  ton;  yet  on  account  of  the  difficulties  of 
internal  navigation,  foreign  coal  may  be  brought  from 
Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  and  sold  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton at  a profit. 

Great  Britain  imposes  a duty  of  seven  dollars  a ton 
on  foreign  coal,  thus  protecting  her  own  commodity 
against  competition.  The  mining  business  in  this 
country  it  is  said  has  not  been,  on  the  average,  profita- 


been  sustained,  and  the  parties  making  the  issues  are 
rendered  responsible  by  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the 
court,  judges  Magruder  and  Purviance,  before  whom 
the  above  causes  were  argued.  We  congratulale  the 
community  upon  ihe  result,  as  now  some  check  will 
be  put  to  these  issues,  which  parties  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  imposing  upon  the  public,  and  when  called 
upon  to  redeem  them,  take,  if  not  the  dishonest,  at  all 
(events  the  most  ungracious  defence,  that  these  issues 
(are  contrary  to  law.  [Balt.  Sun. 

Money  market.  It  is  a singular  state  of  the  money 
market  when  the  banks  of  our  city,  which  are  general- 
ly supposed  to  derive  strength  from  deposites  and 
profits  from  multiplicity  of  accounts,  decline  opening 
new  accounts  with  citizens;  and  yet  this  is,  we  under- 
jstand,  the  course  which  most  of  the  banks  of  our  city 
are  compelled  to  adopt.  [IV.  T.  paper . 

Mitchell,  C.  F.  Astounding  villainy.  We  state 
with  pain  that  several  forged  drafts  on  the  New  York 
(state  bank  at  Albany,  amounting  to  several  thousand 
dollars,  have  just  been  returned  to  brokers  of  this  city 
and  Philadelphia,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
their  forgery  is  the  work  of  C.  F.  Mitchell,  late  member 
of  congress  from  Niagara  & Orleans  counties.  Mitchell 
has  fled,  and  the  officers  of  justice  are  now  in  hot  pur- 
suit of  him.  In  a letter  to  the  Courier  and  Enquirer 
I he  intimaies  that  he  will  not  be  taken  alive.  He  does 
not  pretend  to  deny  his  guilt.  / 

Mitchell  has  been  one  of  the  most  'determined  and 
vehement  applicants  for  office  the  past  winter.  By 
(importunity,  deception  and  bargaining,  he  had  com- 
bined a large  influence  in  favor  of  his  application;  but 
it  was  promptly  overruled  by  general  Harrison  and  his 
'cabinet,  who  appointed  a better  man  to  the  place  he 
jsolicited.  Mitchell  had  already  been  left  out  of  the  next 
congress  by  his  constituents.  We  congratulate  them 
!and  the  administration  that  they  are  so  well  rid  of  a 
rascal. 

He  has  probably  gone  to  England  in  the  Caledonia, 
though  he  tries  to  give  the  impression  that  he  has  start- 
led for  Texas.  He  has  left  wife,  children  and  friends 
in  the  lurch  without  a parting  word — his  family,  we 
believe,  wholly  unprovided  for.  [N.  Y.  Log  Cabin. 

Rodgers  & Sons.  Most  of  our  readers  have  heard 
Jof  Messrs.  Joseph  Rodgers  & Sons,  the  famous  Shel- 
jjtield  cutlers.  Rodgers’ penknives,  scissors,  &c.  have 
long  been  noted  for  their  excellence  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  We  have  lately  seen  a statement,  showing 
the  time  that  the  various  workmen  of  Messrs.  Rodgers 
have  been  in  the  service  of  that  firm — and  ihe  result 
reflects  the  highest  credit  on  both  the  employers  and 
the  workmen.  The  number  of  workmen  is  520 — and 
the  aggregate  of  the  time  employed,  is  4,600  years,  viz; 


Deaths. 

on  Monday  last,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age. 

Pie  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  public  spirit 
and  private  enterprises,  and  various  ways  in  which  he 
_has  contributed  to  build  up  Philadelphia.  The  beauti- 
|fu!  cemetery,  which  was  laid  out  and  planted  under, 
“his  immediate  supervision,  remains  as  a monument  of 
bis  taste  and  industry.  When  such  men  die,  society 
loses  a benefactor,  and  his  circle  of  friends  suffer  a loss 
which  is  irreparable. 

In  the  New  York  American  of  ihe  1st  inst.  we  find 
the  following  annunciation  of  the  death  of  Herman  Le 
Roy,  esq.  the  father  in  law  of  the  bon.  Daniel  Webster. 

The  venerable  Herman  Le  Roy,  died  last  evening  in 
the  84ih  year  of  his  age. 

For  nearly  two-thirds  of  that  longterm  of  life,  Mr. 
Le  Roy  was  honorably  connected  with  the  commerce 
of  our  city,  which  he  has  seen  rising  from  a petty 
community  until  it  has  become  the  commercial  empo- 
rium. 
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T x>  77  • j - T7i  j , , • sa  Sometime  since,  the  workmen  in  the  employment  of 

James  Ronaldson,  expired  in  Philadelphia  |Messrs.  Rod° - ’ > --  ■■ 


Law  decisions.  The  admissibility  of  printed  copies 
gof  English  acts  of  parliament,  as  evidence  in  the  Unit- 
led  States  courts,  was  delermined  lastweek  in  a case 
|in  the  district  court  where  the  United  States  were  pro- 
isecutors  against  certain  imported  glass  ware. 
i The  district  attorney  offering  to  read  certain  acts  off 

. '-'u  mo  uyriagCi  fRUIUa*l|  1-  f j r \ pc-  ■ • . , pv-*  i:vu  "*oi>  w »»  u iulo  iui  uiL  uuuot  vi  JUOllLC  U1 

ble  to  those  engaged  in  it.  If  the  importation  offorei>m|Tar  iament’  Proffured  from  Pnnter  to  thejliiberty,  but  those  who  have  urged  millions  on  to  self- 

coal from  Nova  Scotia  should  be  restricted  by  a hea-iCr°'^n’ lt,  vVas  ollJecled  to  by  Mr.  Paterson  on  behalf  ^sacrifice  to  achieve  fruitless  victories  or  gratify  the  lust 
vier  duty,  so  as  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  the  do-jg^fd,  „ .’Jlslstea  I*101  such  acts  could ^0f  conquest, — the  adoration  for  this  ch 

mestic  article,  the  competition  between  home  produ-  ~ 


_ers,  invited  those  gentlemen  to  a dinner 
and  presented  them  wiih  a gold  cup,  which  cost  90 
guineas,  as  a testimony  of  the  esteem  in  which  they 
were  held,  for  their  liberality  in  giving  the  best  prices 
for  work,  and  for  their  general  gentlemanly  demeanor 
o those  in  their  employ.  [Boston  Jour. 

James  Watt.  A truly  great  man.  The  Philadel- 
phia National  Gazette  says:  A London  newspaper 
states  that  the  university  of  Edinburg  has  ordered  a 
(statue  of  James  Watt  from  sir  Francis  Chao  trey, 
which  will  he  the  sixth  erected  to  the  memory  of  that 
great  man.  And  the  editor  remarks  that  “even  the 
statues  to  the  duke  of  Wellington  are  fewer  in  num- 
bers than  lliose  to  plain  James  Watt,  which  with  all 
becoming  respect  and  reverence  for  the  illustrious  sol- 
dier, says  something  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  ad- 
vancement of  the  age”  If  we  err  not,  (says  the  Ga- 
zette) the  progress  of  civilization  among  civilized  Ha- 
g-dons is  surely  though  gradually  removing  the  passion 
Ifor  war  and  us  glories.  As  the  aris  of  destruction  and 
*tlie  physical  courage  to  use  them  once  constituted  the 
r highest  merit  of  Christian  gentlemen, — the  knights  of 
|the  days  of  chivalry — it  is  not  wonderful  that  this  age 
Isdll  fosters  in  a great  degree  the  spirit  of  the  bloody 
Ipast.  The  adoration  for  heroes, — not  heroes  only  who 
lliave  periled  their  own  lives  for  the  cause  of  justice  or 


cers,  so  soon  as  the  business  was  fairly  established,! 
would  bring  down  the  price  to  a minimum  standard  1 

American  copper.  A late  number  of  the  Wiskon-f 
ean  Enquirer  says  that  Messrs.  W.  Alford  and  P.  W.f 


, “r  ““V1  ayls  ouuius0t  concmest, — tne  adoration  tor  tins  class  is  giving 

only  be  received  in  evidence  when  authenticated  byltplace  to  sentiments  of  respect  for  tiie  true  benefactors 


I the  signature  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  for  eign  af 
(fairs. 

The  court  decided  that  convenience,  and  abeneficial  | 


of  humanity,  the  ingenious  and  laborious  in  the  arts  of 
peace.  There  is  less  to  awaken  noble  reflections  in 

— ,._the  thunders  of  a thousand  fields  of  strife  than  in  the 

relaxation  of  the  ancient  strict  rules  of  practice — asfsingle  stroke  of  a piston.  Between  the  Wellingtons 
well  as  analogy  derived  from  the  custom  no  s universaljand  tne  Watts,  the  future  will  discriminate. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  TYLER,  TO  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Fellow  citizens:  Before  my  arrival  at  the  seat 
of  government,  the  painful  communication  was 
made  to  you,  by  the  officers  presiding  over  the  se- 
veral departments,  of  the  deeply  regretted  death  of 
William  Henry  Harrison,  late  president  of  the 
United  States.  Upon  him  you  had  conferred  your 
suffrages  for  the  first  office  in  your  gift,  and  had  se- 
lected him  as  your  chosen  instrument  to  correct  and 
retorm  all  such  errors  and  abuses  as  had  manifest- 
ed themselves  from  time  to  time  in  the  practical 
operation  of  the  government.  While  standing  at 
the  threshold  of  this  great  work,  he  has,  by  the  dis- 
pensation of  an  all-wise  Providence,  been  removed 
from  amongst  us,  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  efforts  to  be  directed  to  the  accom- 
plishing of  this  vitally  important  task  have  devolved 
upon  myself.  This  same  occurrence  has  subjected 
the  wisdom  and  sufficiency  of  our  institutions  to  a 
new  test.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  the  per- 
son elected  to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  happening  of  a contingency  provided 
for  in  the  constitution,  has  had  devolved  upon  him 
the  presidential  office.  The  spirit  of  faction,  which 
is  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  a lofty  patriotism, 
may  find  in  this  occasion  for  assaults  upon  my  ad- 
ministration. And  in  succeeding,  under  circum- 
stances so  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  to  responsi- 
bilities so  greatly  augmented,  to  the  administration 
of  public  affairs,  I shall  place  in  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  my  only  sure  reliance. — 
My  earnest  prayer  shall  be  constantly  addressed  to 
the  all-wise  and  all-powerful  Being  who  made  me, 
and  by  whose  dispensation  I am  called  to  the  high 
office  of  president  of  this  confederacy,  understand- 
ingly  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  that  constitution 
which  l have  sworn  “to  protect,  preserve  and  de- 
fend.’’ 

The  usual  opportunity  which  is  afforded  to  a 
chief  magistrate  upon  his  induction  to  office  of 
presenting  to  his  countrymen  an  exposition  of  the 
policy  which  would  guide  his  administration,  i:i  the 
(orm  of  an  inaugural  address,  not  having,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  which  have  brought  me  to 
the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  of  president  of  the 
United  States,  been  afforded  to  me,  a brief  exposi- 
tion of  the  principles  which  will  govern  me  in  the 
general  course  of  my  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs would  seem  to  be  due  as  well  to  myself  as  to 
you.  In  regard  to  foreign  nations,  the  groundwork 
of  my  policy  will  be  justice  on  out  part  to  all,  sub- 
mitting to  injustice  trom  none.  While  I shall  se- 
dulously cultivate  the  relations  of  peace  and  a'rnity 
witli  one  and  all,  it  will  be  my  most  imperative  duty 
to  see  that  the  honor  of  the  country  shall  sustain  no 
blemish.  With  a view  to  this,  the  condition  of  our 
military  defences  will  become  a matter  of  anxious 
solicitude.  The  army,  which  has  in  other  days 
covered  itself  with  renown,  and  the  navy,  not  in- 
appropriately termed  the  right  arm  of  the  public 
defence,  which  has  spread  a light  of  glory  over  the 
American  standard  in  all  the  waters  of  the  earth, 
should  be  rendered  replete  with  efficiency. 

In  view  of  the  fact",  well  avouched  by  history, 
that  the  tendency  of  all  human  institutions  is  to 
concentrate  power  in  the  hands  of  a single  man,  and 
Vol  X— Sio.7. 


that  their  ultimate  downfall  has  proceeded  from  this 
cause,  I deem  it  of  the  most  essential  importance 
that  a complete  sepai^fion  should  take  place  be- 
tween the  swoitt' and#the  purse.  No  matter  where 
or  how  the  public  moneys  shall  be  deposited,  so 
long  as  the  president  can  exert  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing and  removing,  at  his  pleasure,  the  agents 
selected  for  their  custody,  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army  and  navy  is  in  fact  the  treasurer.  A 
permanent  and  radical  change  should  therefore  be 
decreed.  The  patronage  incident  to  the  presiden- 
tial office,  already  great,  is  constantly  increasing. 
Such  increase  is  destined  to  keep  pace  with  the 
growth  of  our  population,  until,  without  a figure  of 
speech,  an  array  of  officeholders  may  bespread  over 
the  land.  The  unrestrained  power  exerted  by  a 
selfishly  ambitious  man,  in  order  either  to  perpetu- 
ate his  authority  or  to  hand  it  over  to  some  favorite 
as  his  successor,  may  lead  to  the  employment  of  all 
the  means  within  his  control  to  accomplish  his  ob- 
ject. The  right  to  remove  from  office,  while  sub- 
jected to  no  just  restraint,  is  inevitably  destined  to 
produce  a spirit  of  crouching  servility  with  the  offi- 
cial corps,  which,  in  order  to  uphold  the  hand  which 
feeds  them,  would  lead  to  direct  and  active  inter- 
ference in  the  elections,  both  state  and  federal, 
thereby  subjecting  the  course  of  state  legislation  to 
the  dictation  of  the  chief  executive  officer,  and 
making  the  will  of  that  officer  absolute  and  su- 
preme. I will,  at  a proper  time,  invoke  the  action 
of  congress  upon  this  subject,  and  shall  readily  ac- 
quiesce in  the  adoption  of  all  proper  measures  which 
are  calculated  to  arrest  these  evils,  so  full  of  danger 
in  their  tendency.  I will  remove  no  incumbent 
from  office  who  has  faithfully  and  honestly  acquit- 
ted himselfof  the  duties  of  his  office,  except  in  such 
cases  where  such  officer  has  been  guilty  of  an  ac- 
tive partisanship,  or  by  secret  means — the  less  man- 
ly, and  therefore  the  more  objectionable — has  given 
his  official  influence  to  the  purposes  of  party,  there- 
by bring  the  patronage  of  the  government  into  con- 
flict with  the  freedom  of  elections.  Numerous  re- 
movals may  become  necessary  under  this  rule. — 
These  will  be  made  by  me  through  no  ascerbity  of 
feeling.  I have  had  no  cause  to  cherish  or  indulge 
unkind  feelings  towards  any,  but  my  conduct  will 
be  regulated  by  a profound  sense  of  what  is  due  to 
the  country  and  its  institutions;  nor  shall  I neglect 
to  apply  the  same  unbending  rule  to  those  of  my 
own  appointment.  Freedom  of  opinion  will  be  to- 
lerated, the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
will  be  maintained  as  the  birthright  of  every  Ame- 
rican citizen,  but  I say  emphatically  to  the  official 
corps,  “Ihus  far  and  no  further.”  1 have  dwelt  the 
longer  upon  this  subject,  because  removals  from 
office  are  likely  often  to  arise,  and  I would  have  my 
countrymen  to  understand  the  principle  of  the  ex- 
ecutive action. 

In  all  public  expenditures  the  most  rigid  econo- 
my should  be  resorted  to,  and,  as  one  of  its  results, 
a public  debt  in  time  of  peace  be  sedulously  avoid- 
ed. A wise  and  patriotic  constituency  will  never 
object  to  the  imposition  of  necessary  burdens  for 
useful  ends;  and  true  wisdom  dictates  the  resort  to 
such  means,  in  order  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
revenue,  rather  than  to  those  doubtful  expedients, 
which,  ultimating  in  a public  debt,  serve  to  embar- 
rass the  resources  of  the  country  and  to  lessen  its 
ability  to  meet  any  great  emergency  which  may 
arise.  All  sinecures  should  be  abolished.  The  ap- 
propriations should  be  direct  and  explicit,  so  as  to 
leave  as  limited  a share  of  discretion  to  the  dis- 
bursing agents  as  may  be  found  compatible  with 
the  public  service.  A strict  responsibility  on  the 
part  of  all  the  agents  of  the  government  should  be 
maintained,  and  peculation  or  defalcation  visited 
with  immediate  expulsion  from  office  and  the  most 
condign  punishment. 

The  public  interest  also  demands  that,  if  any 
war  has  existed  between  the  government  and  the 
currency,  it  shall  cease.  Measures  of  a financial 
character,  now  having  the  sanction  of  legal  enact- 
ment, shall  be  faithfully  enforced  until  repealed  by 
the,  legislative  authority.  But  I owe  it  to  myself 
to  declare  that  I regard  existing  enactments  as  un- 
wise and  impolitic,  and  in  a high  degree  oppressive. 
1 shall  promptly  give  my  sanction  to  any  constitu- 
tional measure  which,  originating  in  congress, 
shall  have  for  its  object  the  restoration  of  a sound 
circulating  medium,  so  essentially  necessary  to 
give  confidence  in  all  the  transactions  of  life,  to 


secure  to  industry  its  just  and  adequate  rewards, 
and  to  re-establish  the  public  prosperity.  In  de- 
ciding upon  the  adaptation  of  any  such  measure  to 
the  end  proposed,  as  well  as  its  conformity  to  the 
constitution,  I shall  resort  to  the  fathers  of  the 
great  republican  school  for  advice  and  instruction, 
to  be  drawn  from  their  sage  views  of  our  system  of 
government,  and  the  light  of  their  ever  glorious 
example. 

The  institutions  under  which  we  live,  my  coun- 
trymen, secure  each  person  in  the  perfect  enjoy- 
ment of  all  his  right.  The"  spectacle  is  exhibited 
to  the  world  of  a government  deriving  its  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  having  im- 
parled to  it  only  so  much  power  as  is  necessary  for 
its  successful  operation.  Those  who  are  charged 
with  its  administration  should  carefully  abstain 
from  all  attempts  to  enlarge  the  range  of  powers 
thus  granted  to  the  several  departments  of  the  go- 
vernment, other  than  by  an  appeal  to  the  people 
for  additional  grants,  lest  by  so  doing  they  disturb 
that  balance  which  the  patriots  and  statesmen  who 
framed  the  constitution  designed  to  establish  be- 
tween the  federal  government  and  the  states  com- 
posing the  union.  The  observance  of  these  rules 
is  enjoined  upon  us  by  that  feeling  of  reverence 
and  affection  which  finds  a place  in  the  heart  of 
every  patriot  for  the  preservation  of  union  and  the 
blessings  of  union — for  the  good  of  our  children 
and  our  children’s  children,  through  countless  ge- 
nerations. An  opposite  course  could  not  fail  to 
generate  factions,  intent  upon  the  gratification  of 
their  selfish  ends;  to  give  birth  to  local  and  sec- 
tional jealousies,  and  to  ultimate  either  in  break- 
ing asunder  the  bonds  of  union,  or  in  building  up  a 
central  system,  which  would  inevitably  end  in  a 
bloody  sceptre  and  an  iron  crown. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I 
shall  exert  myself  to  carry  the  foregoing  principles 
into  practice  during  my  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment, and,  confiding  in  the  protecting  care  of 
an  ever-watchful  and  overruling  Providence,  it 
shall  be  my  first  and  highest  duty  to  preserve  unim- 
paired the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live, 
and  transmit  them  to  those  who  shall  succeed  me 
in  their  full  force  and  vigor.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  April  9,  1841. 

to  the  people  of  the  united  states. 

A recommendation. 

When  a Christian  people  feel  themselves  to  be 
overtaken  by  a great  public  calamity,  it  becomes 
them  to  humble  themselves  under  the  dispensation 
of  Divine  Providence,  to  recognise  His  righteous 
government  over  the  children  of  men,  to  acknow- 
ledge His  goodness  in  time  past,  as  well  as  their 
own  unworthiness,  and  to  supplicate  His  merciful 
protection  for  the  future. 

The  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late 
president  of  the  United  States,  so  3oon  after  his 
elevation  to  that  high  office,  is  a bereavement  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  be  regarded  as  a heavy  affliction, 
arid  to  impress  all  minds  with  a sense  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  human  tilings,  and  of  the  dependenceof  na- 
tions, as  well  as  of  individuals,  upon  our  Heavenly 
Parent. 

I have  thought,  therefore,  that  I should  be  acting 
in  conformity  with  the  general  expectation  and  feel- 
ings of  the  community,  in  recommending,  as  I now 
do,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of  every  re- 
ligious denomination,  that,  according  to  their  seve- 
ral modes  and  forms  of  worship,  they  observe  a day 
of  fasting  and  prayer,  by  such  religious  services  as 
may  be  suitable  on  the  occasion;  and  I recommend 
Friday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  next,  for  that 
purpose;  to  the  end  that,  on  that  day,  we  may  all, 
with  one  accord,  join  in  humble  and  reverential  ap- 
proach to  Him,  in  whose  hands  we  are,  invoking 
Him  to  inspire  us  with  a proper  spirit  and  temper 
of  heart  and  mind  under  these  frowns  of  His  Provi- 
dence, and  still  to  bestow  His  gracious  benedictions 
upon  our  government  and  our  country. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  April  13,  1841. 

The  vice  president  ofthf.  United  States. 
According  to  ttie  usages  of  the  United  States  senate, 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  session  the  vice 
president  retires  from  the  chair,  in  order  that  a pre- 
sident pro  tern,  may  be  chosen,  who,  in  case  of  such 
an  incident  as  the  country  is  now  in  mourning,  sue- 
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ceeds  to  the  vice  presidency.  At  the  late  extra 
session  of  the  senate,  Samuel  L.  Southard,  esq. 
of  New  Jersey,  was  chosen  president  pro  tem.  of 
that  body,  and  is  now  therefore  vice  president  of 
the  United  States.  Immediately  on  hearing;  of  the 
death  of  president  Harrison  he  left  home  for  Wash- 
ington, but  was  taken  ill  on  the  road,  and  is  now 
confined  at  Trenton. 

We  find  the  following  on  the  subject  of  the  offices 
of  president  and  vice  president  ot  the  U . States  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  of  Thursday  the  15th  inst. 

An  erroneous  conception  of  the  quality  and  de- 
signation of  the  office  devolving  on  the  vice  presi- 
dent, in  case  of  the  president’s  removal  from  office, 
or  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  seems  to 
prevail  in  some  of  the  public  papers,  in  which  Mr. 
Tyler  is  styled  the  acting  president:  as  if  he  were 
still,  ex  officio , vice  president,  merely  acting  ad  in- 
terim as  president;  the  office  proper  of  president  be- 
ing vacant,  and  he  performing  the  duties  of  that 
office  in  his  quality  of  vice  president.  Whereas  he 
is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  constitution  and  by  election,  president  of  the 
United  States;  invested  with  the  office  proper  of 
president,  with  as  plenary  right  and  authority  as  his 
predecessor,  gen.  Harrison;  and  exercises  the  pow- 
ers of  the  office,  not  in  his  quality  of  vice  president, 
but  of  president,  the  office  of  vice  president  being 
vacated  by  his  accession  to  the  office  of  president, 
or  entirely  merged  in  the  superior  office.  By  the 
terms  of  the  constitution,  the  office  of  president 
'‘devolves  on  the  vice  president.”  By  his  original 
election  as  vice  president,  he  was  provisionally  elect- 
ed president;  that  is,  elected  to  the  office  of  presi- 
dent upon  the  happening  of  any  one  of  the  conditions 
provided  in  the  constitution. 

The  constitution  uses  very  different  terms  when 
it  comes  to  provide  for  the  removal,  death,  &c. 
both  of  president  and  vice  president.  For  such  a 
case  congress  is  empowered  to  provide,  by  “declar- 
ing what  officer  shall  then  act  as  president;  and  such 
officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disability  be 
removed,  or  a president  shall  be  elected.  The  office 
of  president  devolves  not  on  him;  he  still  retains 
his  original  office  and  official  designation;  as,  for 
example,  president  pro  tem.  of  the  senate,  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives  &c.  and  in  quality 
of  that  office  performs,  ad  interim,  the  duties  of 
another  office;  he  becomes  endued  with  two  politi- 
cal capacities  at  the  same  time;  ex  officio,  he  is  mere- 
ly president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate,  &c.  and  by 
that  designation  acts  as  president.  Such  an  officer 
might  properly  enough,  in  common  parlance,  be 
styled  acting  president,  (hough  we  conceive  his 
strictly  official  designation  should  be,  “president 
pro  tempore  of  the  senate,  (as  the  case  may  be), 
acting  as  president  of  the  United  States.”  Not  so 
the  vice  president  when  the  office  of  president  de- 
volves on  him.  He  is  no  longer  vice  president, 
but  becomes  president  ex  officio,  and  fills  up  the  va- 
cancy for  the  residue  of  the  original  term:  the  office 
of  vice  president  is  vacated  by  his  accession  to  the 
office  of  president;  be  can  neither  perform  the  du- 
ties nor  receive  the  salary  appiopriated  to  the  office 
of  vice  president.  Nor  does  there  seem  any  con- 
stitutional provision  for  filling  the  office  of  vice 
president,  though  all  its  active  duties  are  to  be  per- 
formed by  a president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate, 
chosen  by  the  senate,  in  the  absence  of  the  vice 
president,  or  when  the  office  of  president  devolves 
on  him.  The  person,  so  chosen,  takes  not  the  office 
proper  of  vice  president,  but  a new  office  under  the 
designation  of  “president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate.” 

RESPECT  FOR  THE  MEMORY  OF  PRESIDENT  HAR- 
RISON. 

At  every  city,  town  and  village  in  the  union  as 
the  unwelcome  tidings  of  the  death  of  the  president 
arrives,  it  is  received  with  every  demonstration  of 
mourning  and  regret,  and  followed  immediately  by 
such  marks  of  respect  to  his  memory  as  the  seve- 
ral communities  have  it  in  their  power  to  offer. 
Such  legislative  bodies  as  happen  to  be  in  session, 
are  amongst  the  foremost  to  demonstrate  their  sym- 
pathy with  the  general  impulse.  That  exhibited 
by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  in  leaving  the  seat 
of  the  state  government,  and  attending  the  funeral  as 
an  organized  body,  is  amongst  the  most  touching 
evidences  of  the  kind. 

The  appropriate  course  of  governor  Porter,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  solemn  conjuncture,  and  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  is  worthy  of  record.  The 
message  of  the  governor,  announcing  to  bolh  houses, 
the  demise  of  president  Harrison,  bore  strong  and 
emphatic  testimony  to  the  “public  services  and 
private  worth  of  the  distinguished  citizen”  whose 
death,  the  authorities  and  people  of  the  common- 
wealth were  then  called  .upon  to  notice  and  de- 
plore. To  the  same  end,  a circular  was  addressed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  the  heads 
of  departments  and  other  chief  officers  of  the  state, 


announcing  the  melancholy  event,  and  directing 
that,  as  a testimony  of  deep  felt  sorrow,  under  the 
afflictive  visitation,  the  public  offices  should  be 
closed,  and  the  transaction  of  public  business  sus- 
pended for  the  day. 

A deputation  of  members  from  each  branch  of 
the  legislature  of  that  state,  were  also  appointed  to 
proceed  from  Harrisburg  to  Washington,  for  the 
purpose  of  representing  that  body  at  the  funeral. 
The  legislature  of  New  York  adopted  such  mea- 
sures as  the  occasion  enabled  them  to  do,  to  testify 
their  feelings.  The  respective  courts,  wherever 
they  were  in  session,  have  officially  united  in  the 
general  expression — generally — indeed  we  may  say 
with  but  a single  exception  so  far  as  we  have  no- 
ticed, the  municipalities  of  all  the  principal  cities 
and  towns  in  the  union  took  immediate  measures 
to  evidence  their  respect  for  the  deceased — unless, 
indeed  the  measure  was  anticipated  by  a general 
meeting  of  the  community.  The  whole  land  may 
be  literally  said  to  be  festooned  with  the  sad  em- 
blems of  woe,  and  the  mournful  tone  of  the  muffled 
bell — or  muffled  drum — or  the  sad  sound  of  the  half 
hour  gun  is  heard  from  valley  to  valley,  or  from  hill 
top  to  hill  top,  over  the  wide  expanse  of  these 
United  States — telling  the  tidings  of  bereavement. 

To  attempt  even  an  abbreviation  of  what  sponta- 
neously bursts  forth  from  millions  of  people  and 
from  thousands  of  communities,  on  this  occasion, 
would  be  a fruitless  attempt.  Still  more  so,  any 
effort  to  give  the  breathings  of  the  public  press. 
We  can  but  cull  a few  brief  pages  from  the  mas- 
sive columns  that  now  crowd  every  paper  in  the 
union. 

The  whole  people  upon  this  solemn  occasion  have 
felt  alike.  Not  a shadow  of  party  distinction  is  felt. 
The  wildest  elements  have  been  awe-struck  as  by  a 
solemn  injunction,  “peace — be  still,”  and  the 
turbulent  waves  in  a moment  subside.  There  is 
but  one  family  of  Americans  at  the  tomb  of  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison. 

General  Harrison’s  family.  Most  sincerely  do 
we  mingle  our  condolences  with  this  bereaved  fa- 
mily. We  know  well,  as  all  must,  that  the  blow 
that  has  lighted  down  upon  them  from  the  hand  of 
the  Almighty,  is  heavy  and  severe.  But  it  must  be 
one  exceeding  consolation  to  them,  that  a nation 
weeps  with  them,  and  that  a nation  will  revere  the 
character,  and  cherish  the  memory,  of  one  they  loved 
so  much  and  so  worthily. 

The  following  relatives  of  gen.  Harrison  were 
present  in  the  city  on  the  day  of  the  funeral,  viz: 
Mrs.  Jane  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  [son’s  widow]  and 
two  sons. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  [niece]  a daughter  and 
two  sons. 

Pike  Harrison,  [grandson]  son  of  J.  C.  S.  Harri- 
son and  grandson  ol  gen.  Pike. 

Mr.  D.  O.  Coupeland,  of  Ohio,  [nephew], 

Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison,  of  Berkeley,  [nephew], 

Henry  Harrison,  [grand-nephew]  son  of  the  pre- 
ceding, who  has  acted  as  confidential  secretary  of 
the  president. 

Dr.  John  Minge,  of  Charles  city,  Virginia,  [ne- 
phew] . 

We  may  also  add  the  name  of  Mrs.  Findlay,  of 
Ohio,  who  adopted  Mrs.  Jane  Harrison  as  a daugh- 
ter, and  who  almost  invariably  occupied  the  right 
hand  of  the  president  at  his  table. 

The  following  are  the  surviving  relations  who 
were  absent. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  the  general’s  bereaved  wife. 

John  Scott  Harrison,  the  only  living  son. 

Mrs.  Judge  Short,  eldest  daughter. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Thornton,  daughter. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  daughter.  All  these  are  living  at  or 
near  North  Bend. 

Mr.  Taylor  and  his  wife  and  family  were  expect- 
ed to  become  members  of  the  president’s  family  for 
the  whole  term  of  his  service. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  deceased  mem- 
bers of  the  family. 

Lucy  Harrison,  a daughter,  married  judge  Este. 

J.  C.  S.  Harrison,  a son,  married  Miss  Pike. 
Both  dead 

William  H.  Harrison,  jr.  married  Miss  Jane  Ir- 
win. His  widow  presided  at  the  president’s  table, 
and  her  personal  graces  have  commended  her  to  the 
affections  of  all  who  have  had  the  pleasure  to  know 
her. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Harrison,  a son.  Died  the  last  sum- 
mer. 

Carter  B.  Harrison,  a son,  who  was  a lawyer  of 
fine  talents,  and  accompanied  gen.  Harrison  to  Co- 
lumbia. Died  two  years  ago.  All  of  the  sons  left 
children.  [ Madisonian . 

In  the  night  ot  Thursday  before  general  Harri- 
son s death,  he  repeated  the  following  verse  from 
Isaiah  to  one  ot  his  relations,  at  his  side,  remark- 
ing that  it  had  made  an  impression  on  his  mind. 


which  he  had  never  been  able  to  efface,  nor  fully  to 
comprehend: 

Isaiah  21  chap.  11  and  12,  verses. 

“He  calleth  to  me  out  of  Seir,  watchman,  what  of 
the  night?  Watchman,  what  of  the  night?” 

“The  watchman  said,  the  morning  cometh  and  also 
the  night:  if  ye  will  inquire,  inquire  ye:  return,  come.” 

[*• 

Among  the  many  appropriate  and  touching  an- 
nunciations of  our  national  bereavement,  made  in 
our  churches  on  Sunday  last,  none  could  have  been 
more  so  than  was  that  ol'  the  reverend  rector  of 
Christ  church,  Dr.  Johns.  He  alluded  most  becom- 
ingly to  general  Harrison’s  character  as  a Chris- 
tian— to  his  having  deviated  from  the  usual  and 
customary  track  of  all  former  presidents  in  their 
inaugural  addresses,  in  his  acknowledging  his  be- 
lief in  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  which,  as  a mi- 
nister of  the  gospel,  had  particularly  attracted  his 
attention — »of  his  habit  of  respectfully  prostrating 
himself,  and  of  strictly  conforming  to  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary  while  worshipping — and  that  since. 
Divine  Providence,  by  the  mysterious  workings  of 
his  omnipotence,  (whether  for  weal  or  woe,  he 
could  not  undertake  to  say),  had  on  that  day  spoken 
to  our  whole  country  in  tones  sufficiently  loud  ami 
deep,  his  pulpit  should  be  vacant,  deeming  it  not 
becoming  in  him  to  add  any  thing  thereunto — and 
recommended  his  hearers  to  retire  to  their  homes 
and  in  their  prayers  to  commend  our  country,  its 
rulers  and  its  glorious  constitution  confidingly  to  an 
all-wise  Providence.  No  American  could  have 
left  the  church,  be  his  politics  what  they  may, 
without  having  been  made  to  feel,  if  he  did  not  be- 
fore, thegrevious  loss  we  had  sustained  by  the  death 
of  our  illustrious  chief  magistate.  [Balt.  Pat. 

Religious  men  feel  an  unusual  degree  of  sympa- 
thy in  the  sudden  decease  of  president  Harrison. — 
His  religious  character  touches  a sympathetic  cord 
in  their  hearts.  The  Third  Presbytery  in  New  York, 
now  in  session,  suspended  its  proceedings  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  they  determined  to  take  a part  in  the 
solemn  observances  in  that  city  this  day.  The  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  church  in  New  York  also,  is  about 
to  take  the  lead  in  adopting  some  appropriate  reli- 
gious exercise  expressive  of  their  grief  in  this  na- 
tional bereavement.  It  is  expected  a special  day  of 
humiliation  and  prayer  will  be  set  apart,  or  they 
will  act  in  conjunction  with  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  civil  authorities.  In  some  of  the  churches, 
the  “prayer  for  a person  under  affliction,”  has  been 
varied,  so  as  to  read  a prayer  for  a people  under  af- 
fliction, and  in  Trinity  church  the  .ending  of  it 
melted  the  audience  to  tears.  What  an  elevation 
it  gives  to  the  death  of  a great  man,  when  it  is 
known  he  has  sustained  a religious  character. 

[Phil.  North  Amer. 

One  of  the  first  duties  devolving  upon  congress, 
at  the  coming  session,  will  be  to  provide  in  a man- 
ner worthy  of  a liberal  nation  for  the  bereaved  fa- 
mily of  general  Harrison.  His  life  was  surren- 
dered in  the  service  of  the  country — the  cares  and 
anxieties  of  public  business,  from  none  of  which 
he  would  shrink,  having  in  all  possibility  accele- 
rated his  death.  If  he  had  known  the  sacrifice  from 
the  first,  he  was  patriot  enough  to  have  met  it  with- 
out swerving  a step — for  the  consciousness  that  his 
name  and  service  would  unite  the  great  reforming 
party  in  harmony  for  the  achievement  of  the  coun- 
try’s deliverance  would  have  been  inducement  suf- 
ficient to  impel  him  to  any  peisonal  risk.  As  the 
action  of  congress  on  the  subject  will  constitute  a 
precedent  for  the  future,  we  hope  it  will  proceed 
upon  a liberal  and  generous  principle. 

The  following  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress,  being  present  in  the  city,  attended  the 
funeral  of  theiate  president  of  the  United  States: 

[2V'u2.  Ini. 

Senators.  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  Yoik,  Mr. 
Benton,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Merrick,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Missis- 
sippi, Mr.  Cuthbert  of  Geoigia. 

Representatives.  Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Saltonstall,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  White,  of 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,"  Mr. 
Carter,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Peck,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Kemble,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Hall, 
of  Vermont;  also,  Mr.  Downing,  delegate  from  Flo- 
rida, and  Mr.  Doly,  delegate  from  Wiskonsan. 

TRIBUTE  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  GENERAL  HARRI- 
SON BY  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

MARYLAND. 

Proceedings  of  (he  general  assembly  of  Maryland 
on  the  death  of  the  president: 

Annapolis,  April  5th,  18-11. 

In  the  senate — The  hon.  Richard  Potts,  of  Fiede- 
rick,  announced  the  death  of  piesident  Harrison,  in 
the  following  chaste  and  appropriate  terms: 

Mr.  President:  We  have  taken  our  usual  places 
in  this  chamber,  to  duy,  with  feelings  that  unfit  us 
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for  legislative  action.  An  all-wise  Providence  has 
seen  proper  to  visit  our  country  with  an  awful  dis - 
pensatiou  in  removing  f rom  a place  of  highest  earth- 
ly honor,  to  that  of  far  more  excellent  glory,  the 
lately  installed  head  of  our  nation.  It  is  one  short 
month,  only,  since  at  the  capitol,  was  witnessed  the 
imposing  spectacle  of  the  quadrennial  inauguration 
of  a president,  in  the  person  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  hallowed  by  invocations,  throughout 
the  land,  for  the  blessings  of  Heaven,  upon  the 
scene,  which  was  there  transacting. 

Although  far  advanced  in  life,  his  constitution 
hardened  by  toil  in  his  country’s  service,  and  pre- 
served, in  a measure,  from  usual  decay,  by  habits 
of  virtue  and  temperance,  seemed  to  justify  the  as- 
surance that  a generous  people  had  not  tasked  him 
beyond  his  strength,  nor  overcalculated  his  probable 
lilo.  In  the  council  of  the  Most  High,  however, 
there  was  other  judgment  in  these  matters.  It  w as 
there  determined,  that  this  blow  of  heavy  bereave- 
ment should  fall  upon  our  country,  and  at  th'e  close 
of  a single  month,  his  spiiit  should  return  to  him 
who  gave  it,  at  an  instant,  and  under  circumstances 
which  we  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  doubt,  has 
made  him  “immortal  in  both  worlds.” 

Let  us  then,  Mr.  President,  at  once  tender  the 
assurance  ofourdeepestsympathy,  with  the  wound- 
ed  spirits  ot  his  afflicted  family,  and  the  mourning 
tributes  now,  every  where  offering  from  his  attached 
and  severely  stricken  fellow  citizens.  This  event 
is  the  fust  ol  its  kind,  in  our  history;  let  11s  indulge 
the  hope,  and  otter  the  fervent  prayer,  that  it  may 
also  be  the  last. 

Immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  this  address, 
the  cleric  of  the  house  of  delegates  delivered  a mes- 
sage proposing  the  appointment  of  a joint  commit- 
tee, to  report  “the  proper  mode  of  testifying  the  re- 
gret of  the  general  assembly,**  the  decease  of  the 
president.” 

Mr.  Potts  submitted  a message  in  response,  which 
was  adopted.  The  joint  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  house  of  Messrs.  Brent,  E.  A.  Lynch,  Causin, 
Bowie  and  Presstroan,  and  on  the  part  of  the  seriate 
of  Messrs.  Potts,  Howard,  of  Baltimore  city,  and 
Kicaud,  proposed  to  the  senate  and  house  of  dele- 
gates, respectfully,  the  following  preamble  and  re- 
solutions, which  were  adopted,  whereupon  the  ge- 
neral assembly  adjourned. 

Whereas,  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland 
feel  the  most  unfeigned  sorrow  for  the  demise  of 
William  H.  Harrison,  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  are  over  anxious  to  testify  their  respect 
lbr  ttie  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead:  Therefore, 

Be  it  unanimously  resolved  by  the  senate  and  koilte 
of  delegates  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  That  they  sin- 
cerely condole  with  the  nation  at  laige  for  the  af- 
flicting calamity  wilh  which  it  lias  pleased  Provi- 
dence to  visit  them,  in  the  death  of  their  much  lov- 
ed president. 

And  be  it  further  unanimously  resolved,  That  the 
chairs  of  the  president  of  the  senate  and  of  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates  be  shrouded  in 
black,  and  that  the  members  and  officers  wear  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  sixty  days. 

And  be  it  further  unanimously  resolved,  That  each 
branch  of  the  legislature,  accompanied  by  its  respec- 
tive officers,  will  proceed  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  president,  which, 
it  is  understood,  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
next,  and  that  the  governor  and  secretary  of  state 
be  invited  to  unite  with  the  legislature. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  fur- 
nislied  to  the  governor  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  president  of 
the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
address  a joint  letler  to  the  secretary  of  state,  ap- 
prising him  of  the  disposition  of  the  legislature  to 
unite  in  paying  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  president  as  expressed  in  the  above  reso- 
lutions. 

And  be  it  further  unanimously  resolved.  That  the 
governor  ol  the  state  of  Maryland,  be  requested  to 
direct  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  respected  Mrs.  Harrison,  assuring  her  of  the 
profound  respect  this  legislature  will  ever  bear  for 
her  person  and  character,  and  of  their  deep  sympa- 
thies in  her  late  afflicting  bereavement. 

And  be  it  further  unanimously  resolved.  That  bolh 
houses  of  the  legislature  do  now  adjourn. 

In  the  house  of  delegates.  Mr.  Edward  A.  Lynch , 
of  Frederick  county,  arose  and  addressed  the  chair: 
Mr.  Speaker:  While  we  have  been  most  anxi- 
ously and  laboiiously  engaged  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  our  own  beloved  state,  sad  tidings  of  be- 
reavement have  been  beard,  and  it  becomes  my 
painlul  duty  to  announce  to  you,  and  through  you  to 
this  honorable  house,  that  the  great  family  of  the 
union  is  without  a head,  this  people  without  a fa- 
ther, this  nation  without  a ruler.  The  melancholy 
task  devolves  upon  me  of  announcing  the  death  of 
the  chief  magistrate  of  this  confederacy,  general 


William  Henry  Harrison.  Sir,  if  my  lips  had 
been  touched,  like  the  prophet  of  old,  with  hallow- 
ed fire,  I might  attempt  a fitting  eulogy  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  illustrious  deceased;  but  speaking 
as  I do  with  “uncircuracised  lips,”  l have  not  the 
power  to  express,  and  oppressed  as  lam  with  pain- 
ful emotions,  I cannot  command  the  utterance  of 
my  heartfelt  grief. 

Yet,  sir,  I feel  that  the  occasion  demands  some 
mention  of  his  services,  and  that  this  house  expects 
and  will  require  some  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Sir,  gathered  to  bis  fathers,  as  your  lamented  pre- 
sident has  been,  in  the  fullness  of  his  years  and  of 
his  honors,  when  he  had  filled  up  the  measure  ot 
his  own  and  of  his  country’s  glory,  it  would  seem 
that  at  the  moment  when  a gratelul  people  had  lift- 
ed him  to  the  proudest  elevation  upon  earth,  Hea- 
ven had  interposed  to  translate  him  to  another 
world,  where  he  might  receive  that  reward  of  his 
many  services  and  virtues,  which  tiie  highest  earth- 
ly distinction  had  failed  to  bestow. 

The  life  of  this  distinguished  hero,  patriot  and 
statesman,  inculcates  a sublime  moral  lesson.  Like 
the  chivalrous  Lafayette,  his  youth  was  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  humanity  on  the  western  frontier,  and 
like  the  father  of  your  country,  his  maturer  years 
were  spent  at  the  head  of  your  armies,  or  in  the 
calm  retirement  of  domestic  life.  Engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  a liberal  profession,  his  ear  had  caught 
the  sound  of  arms  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  great 
west,  and  the  cries  of  suffering  families  exposed  to 
Indian  massacre,  awakened  all  his  sympathies. — 
Discarding  all  private  interests,  he  flew  to  the  camp 
of  Wayne,  and  amid  the  blood  and  carnage  of  a well- 
fought  field,  he  won  his  early  laurels  in  his  boy- 
hood. Disaster  and  defeat  had  attended  all  our  In- 
dian wars,  until  under  the  auspices  of  this  gallant 
soldier,  the  red  man  was  taught  the  efficiency  of  our 
soldiery,  when  led  to  battle  by  a skilful  commander. 

Alter  having  repelled  the  savage  tribes  from  your 
border  and  protected  your  frontier  trom  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping  knife,  he  became  the  governor 
of  that  vast  region  which  had  been  conquered  by 
his  prowess.  Valiant  in  battle,  lie  was  equally  firm 
at  the  council  fires,  where  he  negotiated  ttiose  trea- 
ties which  secured  to  us,  upon  equitable  terms,  an 
almost  unlimited  domain.  And  after  his  election 
to  congress,  by  a single  act,  requiring  tile  public 
lands  to  be  sold  in  small  parcels,  he  opened  the  fo- 
rest to  the  early  settlers.  He  gave  us  the  key  to 
the  vast  resources  of  the  wilderness.  He  placed 
within  the  reach  of  the  poor  man  a home  and  a free- 
hold. The  tide  of  emigration  poured  its  fullness 
upon  these  once  inhospitable  regions,  and  where 
but  a few  years  before  was  heard  nothing  but  the 
sharp  crack  of  the  rifle,  and  the  yell  of  the  savage, 
the  oppressed  of  the  sons  of  the  children  of  men 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  sought  a refuge 
and  an  asylum.  The  forest  fell  before  the  axe  of 
the  frontierman,  that  axe,  which  has  brought  with- 
in the  pale  of  civilization  a larger  field  than  ever 
paled  beneath  the  sword  of  a Cssar  or  the  sceptre 
of  a Justinian.  In  this  wild  waste,  within  one  ge- 
neration, empires  have  sprung  up  as  it  under  the 
potent  influence  of  a migician’s  wand,  and  cities 
now  stud  the  margin  of  those  waters  which  had  roll- 
ed their  tributary  streams  into  the  bosom  of  tile  king 
of  waters  from  the  creation  of  the  world. 

At  a later  period  of  hi3  life,  when  our  arms  had 
been  dishonored  and  the  nation  flllpd  with  shame 
and  dismay  by  the  surrender  of  Hull,  upon  our 
northern  frontier,  the  hopes  of  the  country  were 
fixed  upon  him,  and  in  a few  short  years  he  won 
back  the  trophies  which  had  been  lost,  and  added 
fresh  laurels  to  the  wreath  which  had  already  en- 
circled his  brow.  The  spiiit  which  animated  the 
commander  was  infused  into  the  bosoms  of  those 
who  surrounded  him,  and  a Croghan,  a Johnson, 
and  a Selby  caught  and  reflected  the  bright  beams 
of  glory  which  emanated  from  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  this  army  of  heroes.  Yes,  sir,  like  another 
Fabius,  after  the  disastrous  battles  of  Canna  and 
Thrasymene,  he  was  called  upon  to  retrieve  the 
losses  of  more  inexperienced  leaders.  And  under 
all  exigencies,  in  every  emergency,  he  has  fulfilled 
bis  high  destiny. 

Alter  years  of  retirement  he  has  of  late  been  call- 
ed, like  another  Cincinnatus,  and  like  your  own 
immortal  Washington,  whose  severe  virtues  he  so 
well  imitated,  from  the  plough  to  the  first  dignity 
of  t he  republic. 

But  to  the  hero  and  the  statesman  he  super  added 
the  adornments  of  the  scholar;  and  the  lighter  lints 
of  the  bay  were  intermingled  with  the  darker  lines 
of  the  laurel.  He  delighted  to  tread  tiiat  classic 
land  which  had  been  consecrated  to  perpetual  fame 
by  the  stern  virtues  of  the  patriots,  tieroes,  scholars 
and  statesmen,  whom  succeeding  generations  still 
propose  as  models. 

To  this  department  of  literature  he  directed  much 
of  his  attention,  not  for  the  indulgence  of  literary 


curiosity  or  for  purposes  of  display,  but  because 
he  could  not  elsewhere  find  brighter  examples  of 
generous  self  devotion  and  pure  patriotism,  than 
among  the  Greeks  and  Latins.  Like  the  Ismenian 
priests  of  old,  who  sought  amid  the  ashes  of  their 
altars  some  divination  ot  coming  events,  he  looked 
among  the  ruins  and  relics  of  the  past,  for  light  to 
guide  him  through  the  future. 

Mr.  Speaker,  virtues  like  his  cast  the  odour  of 
their  sanctity  around  him,  wheresoever  he  went  in 
his  earthly  pilgrimage;  and  that  ardent  love  of  liber- 
ty which  animated  him  in  the  land  of  his  nativity', 
was  equally  displayed  in  distant  climes.  While  re- 
presenting our  government  at  Columbia,  he  became 
missionary  of  Anglo  Saxon  freedom  to  the  descen- 
dants of  the  proud  Castilian  in  the  new  world,  and 
by  precept  and  example  subdued  the  ambition  of 
the  liberator  Bolivar,  who  meditated  Ihe  usurpation 
of  absolute  power.  But,  sir,  he  has  fallen.  And 
like  the  aged  trunk  which  was  smitten  by  celestial 
fire  among  those  ancient  people,  whose  virtues  he 
so  much  admired,  he  has  been  consecrated  in  the 
heart  and  affections  of  his  countrymen  by  the  sud- 
denness and  severity  of  the  blow  by  which  he  has 
(alien. 

Mr.  Speaker,  our  own  beautiful  institutions,  like 
the  temple  of  the  children  of  Israel,  were  erected 
amid  the  dangers  and  confusion  of  battle,  and  with 
sword  in  hand,  by  our  patriotic  forefathers;  and  it 
is  for  this  reason  perhaps  that  our  people  delight 
so  much  to  honor  those  who,  to  the  qualities  of  a 
statesman  superadd  those  of  military  greatness.  So, 
let  us  cherish  the  memory  of  our  dead.  When  we 
cease  to  reverence  the  illustrious  dead,  and  prove 
forgetful  of  the  benefactors  of  the  nation,  the  pe- 
riod will  have  arrived  when  the  historian  will  com- 
mence the  narrative  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  our 
republic. 

All  thatremains  of  William  Henry  Harrison 
is  the  clay  cold  tenement  from  which  the  spirit  hath 
departed  forever;  and,  sir,  when  he  shall  have  been 
gathered  to  the  receptacle  of  things  which  have 
been  and  are  not,  “goodness  and  greatness,  and  he, 
will  fill  one  monument.” 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Somerset,  on  seconding  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  Mr.  Brent,  made  some  very  affect- 
ing and  appropriate  remarks. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  following  are  the  proceedings  adopted  by'  the 
executive  of  Virginia; 

Executive  department,  April  5,  1841. 
“The  executive  having  received  the  melancholy 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harri- 
I son,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  and  deem- 
ing it  proper  that  measures  should  he  adopted  to  pay 
all  due  honor  to  his  memory,  and  to  manifest  a deep 
sense  ofthe  calamity  which  has  so  suddenly  depriv- 
ed the  American  people  of  their  chief  magistrate^ 
it  is  therefore  ordered 

“1st.  That  the  Guard-house  bell  be  tolled  during 
Ihe  day,  and  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  be 
displayed  at  the  capitol  and  at  the  state  armory,  at 
half  mast. 

“2nd.  That  one  hundred"  guns  be  fired  on  the 
capitol  square  in  the  course  of  the  day,  at  equal  in- 
tervals of  time  commencing  at  sunrise  and  ending 
at  sunset. 

“3rd.  That  Ihe  principal  entrances  of  the  capitol 
be  hung  with  mourning  drapery. 

“4th.  That  the  members  of  the  executive  will 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  all  the  executive  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment to  wear  the  same  badge  for  the  same  pe- 
riod. 

“That  the  executive  will  unite  with  their  fel- 
low citizens  in  whatever  further  demonstrations 
of  respect  for  our  distinguished  fellow  citizen  and 
chief  magistrate,  they  may  deem  proper  to  shew. 

“Captain  Richardson,  of  the  public  guard,  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  first  and  third  of 
the  orders,  and  the  duty  required  by  the  second,  is 
assigned  to  captain  Hyde  of  the  Richmond  Fayette 
artillery.” 

In  consequence  of  the  above  order  from  the  exe- 
cutive the  bell  tolled  during  the  day,  and  one  hun- 
dred guns  were  fir°d  from  the  square.  The  capitol 
was  hung  in  mourning.  [ Richmond  Enq. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen:  Intelligence  has  been  received  that 
William  Henry  Harrison,  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  He  departed 
this  life  at  the  president’s  house  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  yesterday  morning. 

Tile  public  services  and  private  worth  of  the  dis- 
tinguished citizen  who  bad  just  been  elevated  to 
the  highest  station  in  the  republic,  call  upon  the 
general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  on  behalf 
of  our  common  constituents,  for  the  appropriate  tes- 
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timonials  of  public  feeling  which  are  inspired  by 
the  melancholy  event. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  chamber,  April  5,  1841. 

When  the  message  was  read,  Mr.  Reed  rose  and 
addressed  the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  senate  no  doubt  anticipates 
the  object  of  the  motion  I am  about  to  make.  It 
is  to  place  among  its  archives  the  recorded  expres- 
sion of  the  deep  sorrow  with  which  the  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
has  been  received  amongst  us.  A long  life  of  pub- 
lic service  has  been  suddenly  terminated,  and  at  the 
outset  of  a new  career,  which  every  American  pa- 
triot hoped  would  be  a career  of  usefulness  the 
power  to  render  further  and  greater  services  has 
been  arrested,  and  the  mysterious  dispensations  of 
Providence  have  interposed  to  disappoint  the  na- 
tion’s hopes.  At  these  dispensations  we  must  not 
repine.  Under  this  disappointment  we  should  not 
mourn.  But  it  is  entirely  consistent  with  submis- 
sion, to  testify  our  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
dead — our  sincere  sympathy  with  the  sorrows  of  the 
living.  The  public  services  of  gen.  Harrison  are 
now  part  of  the  unquestioned  history  of  the  country. 
They  are  placed  by  the  hand  of  death  beyond  all 
party  controversy  which  might  exaggerate  or  depre- 
ciate them — and  to  his  virtues  a greateful  people 
may  now  without  dissent  do  disinterested  justice. 
His  was  a long — an  active — and  an  honored  life. 
He  lived  without  reproach.  He  died  without  an 
enemy  to  speak  a word  of  unkindness  or  of  dispa- 
ragement over  his  grave. 

Fifty  years  ago,  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States  passed  through  the  village  where  we  are  now 
sitting,  oil  his  way  to  his  first  campaign.  The  an- 
cient Duilding  where  the  young  soldiers  then  lodged, 
is  yet  standing.  At  that  period  the  institutions  of 
our  country  were  immature — their  permanence  un- 
certain— their  efficacy  untried.  He  has  lived  to  see 
those  institutions  survive  their  hours  of  trial,  and 
in  those  hours  of  trial  he  always  stood  faithfully  by 
them.  He  has  lived  to  receive  the  highest  honors 
of  his  country;  but  no  honor  did  he  ever  in  life  re- 
ceive more  worthy  of  his  virtues  than  that  sponta- 
neous tribute  which,  now  that  he  has  neither  power 
nor  patronage  to  bestow,  the  whole  people  pay  to 
his  memory. 

Mr.  Reed  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which,  after  a few  appropriate  remarks  by 
Mr.  Brown,  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing been  informed  of  the  death  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  considers  it  a duty  to  the  memo- 
ry of  the  dead,  his  public  services,  unsullied  charac- 
ter, and  the  station  which  he  occupied,  and  to  the 
deep  sorrow  which  will  pervade  the  nation,  to  ex- 
press the  mournful  sentiment  with  which  the  intel- 
ligence has  been  received. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  four  senators  be 
appointed,  to  act  with  a committee  of  the  house, 
should  the  house  appoint  such  committee,  to  report 
what  measures  should  be  adopted  to  testify  the 
sense  of  the  legislature  on  this  mournful  occasion: 
and  that  the  message  received  this  morning  from 
the  executive  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  speaker  named  Messrs.  Reed,  Brown,  Pear- 
son and  Gibons,  as  the  committee,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  when  called  to  or- 
der, the  message  (given  in  the  senate  report)  was 
presented,  after  which  Mr.  Law  rose  and  addressed 
the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  event  just  announced  in  the 
communication  from  the  executive,  is  one  of  the 
most  solemn  nature,  and  calls  for  the  respectful  con- 
sideration of  the  house.  It  is  an  event  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  our  country.  Other  presi- 
dents have  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  but  it  was  after 
their  career  of  usefulness  had  terminated.  We  have 
now  announced  to  us,  for  the  first  time,  the  death 
of  one,  who,  as  we  all  hoped,  was  about  to  set  out 
on  a career  of  glory  and  of  usefulness.  Sir,  it  is  an 
event  which  appeals  to  the  sympathies  of  all  of  us, 
and  before  which  all  party  considerations  sink  and 
dwindle  into  insignificance.  It  is  an  occasion  on 
which  all  of  us  feel  only  as  American  citizens,  and 
not  as  members  of  this  sect  or  that  party,  but  as 
common  children  of  our  common  country.  Over 
the  grave  of  departed  excellence,  envy,  ambition, 
the  prejudices  of  party,  sectional  feelings,  and  the 
animosities  of  faction,  are  hushed  into  silence,  and 
leave  us  time  to  look  back  upon  a long  life  of  illus- 
services. 

This  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  speak  of  the 
late  president  as  he  deserves.  Sir,  I do  not  mean 
to  enter  upon  his  eulogy.  I believe  we  all  unite  in 
the  most  profound  regard  for  his  virtues.  As  a 
brave  soldier — as  an  enlightened  statesman — as  an 
upright  honest  man,  he  is  entitled  to  the  admiration 


of  this  age,  as  he  will  obtain  that  of  posterity.  I 
hope  the  bouse  on  the  present  occasion  will  adopt 
without  delay,  some  mode  of  testifying  their  re- 
spect for  this  illustrious  man.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  in  regard  to  the  present  rumor.  It  is  the  off- 
spring of  truth,  and  it  comes  in  such  a shape  that  it 
cannot  be  questioned.  It  demands  the  immediate 
action  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Lusk,  of  Susquehanna,  then  submitted  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution,  which  were  una- 
nimously adojrtfcd. 

Whereas  the  melancholy  information  has  reached 
this  body  by  official  announcement  that  an  all-wise 
Providence  has  suddenly  removed  from  this  life, 
William  Henry  Harrison,  president  of  the  U. 
States.  And  whereas,  the  members  of  this  house 
feeling  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  this 
unexpected  and  painful  intelligence,  as  a testimo- 
nial of  suitable  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  illus- 
trious deceased,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  four  be  appointad 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  a similar  committee  of 
the  senate  (should  the  senate  appoint  such  commit- 
tee) to  report  what  further  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  signify  the  sense  of  this  legislature  un- 
der so  afflicting  a bereavement,  and  that  this  house 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  speaker  named  Messrs.  Lusk,  Srayser,  Flen- 
niken  and  Cox,  the  committee,  when  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

The  joint  committee,  appointed  to  report  the  or- 
der to  be  observed  in  relation  to  the  death  and  fu- 
neral of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  made  report: — That  a 
committee,  to  consist  of  four  senator  and  six  repre- 
sentatives, proceed  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  funeral  of  the  late  president,  in  behalf 
of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; that  Thomas  Williams,  of  the  senate,  be  ap- 
pointed to  deliver  an  eulogy  upon  the  character  and 
public  services  of  general  Harrison,  on  Saturday, 
the  17th  inst.  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives; that  the  members  of  both  houses  wear  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session;  and  that  the  governor  be  requested  to  for- 
ward a coppy  of  the  proceedings  to  the  family  of 
the  president. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Pearson, 
Kinsbury,  Strom  and  Headly,  of  the  senate,  and 
Messrs.  Cox,  Brodhead,  of  Northampton,  Smyser, 
Lusk,  Chrisman  and  Hill,  of  the  house,  proceeded 
to  Washington  and  attended  the  funeral  of  the  pre- 
sident. 

All  the  bells  in  Harrisburg  were  tolled  on  the  5th, 
as  a manifestation  of  the  sorrow  felt  by  the  citizens, 
without  regard  to  party  distinction. 

NEW  YORK. 

Legislative  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  late  president. 
The  legislature  of  the  state  convened  on  Tuesday 
at  9 o’clock,  A.  M.  to  receive  the  official  annuncia- 
tion of  the  national  bereavement,  and  shortly  after 
the  prayer  had  been  pronounced  in  the  senate,  a 
message  was  received  from  the  governor,  communi- 
cating in  appropriate  terms,  the  mournful  intelli- 
gence. A similar  message  was  received  by  the  as- 
sembly. In  the  senate,  Mr.  Taylor  responded,  in 
touching  and  eloquent  language,  to  the  melancholy 
announcement.  In  the  house,  Mr.  Hoffman  per- 
formed the  same  sorrowful  duty. 

The  following  concurrent  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

Resolved,  That  the  message  ol  his  excellency,  the 
governor,  communicating  intelligence  of  the  lament- 
ed death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  president  of 
the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a joint  committee, 
to  consist  of  3 raembersof  the  senate,  and  5 members 
of  the  assembly  to  take  order  thereupon. 

The  two  houses  adjourned  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  the  above  resolution,  to  meet  at  10  o’clock, 
on  the  following  morning. 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  state  of  New  York 
has  issued  an  order  from  the  commander-in-chief  of 
that  state,  that  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  be  worn 
by  all  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  state,  as  a 
manifestation  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  also  directed 
that  guns  be  fired  by  all  the  artillery  companies  in 
the  state  from  sunrise  to  sunset  on  the  day  after  the 
reception  of  the  order. 

BY  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  New  York  Courier  & Enquirer  of  Tuesday, 
says:  “It  will  be  perceived  that  our  common  council, 
opposed  as  they  were,  politically,  to  the  late  presi- 
dent, have  done  themselves  honor  in  promptly  re- 
sponding to  the  general  feelings  of  the  people,  with- 
out regard  to  party. 

The  following  is  the  message  of  the  acting  mayor 
of  New  York,  (Mr.  Yarian,  the  mayor,  being  sick.) 

Mayor's  office , April  5,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  an- 
nounce to  you  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 


death  of  gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — an  event,  sudden,  «o- 
lemn  and  afflicting  to  the  Dation.  Of  his  services, 
civil  and  military,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak 
— they  are  identified  with  the  history  of  our  country. 

I should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  and  to 
the  station  I temporarily  fill,  were  I not  to  partake 
of  the  general  gloom  that  pervades  the  community, 
which  mourns  the  loss  of  a chief  magistrate,  recent- 
ly called  from  peace  and  retirement  to  preside  over 
a nation  of  freemen. 

I respectfully  suggest  that  such  measures  be  ta- 
ken as  will  evince  the  respect  and  affection  due  to 
one  who  has  occupied  so  exalted  a station,  and  shar- 
ed so  largely  in  the  public  confidence. 

1 am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 

ELIJAH  F.  PURDY,  acting  mayor. 

As  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary preparations  by  Wednesday,  the  public  pro- 
cession was  postponed  until  Saturday. 

The  Express  of  Wednesday,  3,  P.  M.  has  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

As  we  go  to  press,  solemnity  reigns  in  our  midst. 
We  hear  the  solemn  notes  of  the  funeral  bell  and  the 
deep  toned  roar  of  the  minute  guns,  which  come 
booming  over  our  city.  The  flags  upon  our  shipping 
are  hung  at  half  mast,  as  they  are  from  every  public 
place  in  the  city.  Nearly  all  the  stores  are  closed, 
and  more  than  the  silence  of  the  Sabbath  reigns 
around  us.  Our  places  of  public  amusement  will  be 
closed  to-night,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  devot- 
ed to  a general  reflection  upon  the  nation’s  loss. — 
May  God,  in  his  wisdom,  bless  the  land  he  has  afflict- 
ed, in  the  dispensation  of  his  Providence. 

The  New  York  Historical  society  have  resolved 
to  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  society  was  requested  to  pronounce  an 
eulogium  on  the  death  of  gen.  Harrison  on  some  day 
to  be  fixed  hereafter. 

The  students  of  Columbia  college  also  resolved 
to  wear  the  customary  mourning  lor  the  late  presi- 
dent. 

A similar  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  N.  York 
chamber  of  commerce. 

On  Wednesday,  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  fu- 
neral solemnities  of  the  Tate  president,  the  stock  ex- 
change boards  of  both  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
deemed  it  improper  to  do  business,  and  immediately 
adjourned. 

New  York  and  Brooklyn  cities.  At  a meeting  on 
Tuesday  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  common 
council  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn-on 
the  occasion  of  the  decease  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 
Whereas.it  is  announced  that  the  funeral  of  the 
late  president  of  the  United  States  will  lake  place 
on  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  at  12  o’clock  at 
noon,  it  is  resolved,  by  the  joint  committees  of  the 
common  councils  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  that  our  fellow  citizens  of  said  cities 
are  requested  to  close  their  stores  and  places  of  bu- 
siness to-morrow,  from  the  hour  of  12  at  noon  until 
sunset,  and  also  all  places  of  public  amusements  in 
the  respective  cities  to-morrow  evening — that  the 
bells  of  the  several  churches  and  the  fire  alarm 
bells  in  the  two  cities,  be  tolled  from  noon  till  2 
o’clock,  P.  M.  and  that  68  minute  guns  (being  the 
number  of  years  of  the  late  president),  be  fired 
from  the  battery,  and  also  from  such  places  in  the 
city  of  Brooklyn  as  the  committee  from  that  city 
may  designate — that  the  owners  and  masters  of 
vessels  in  the  harbor,  and  the  proprietors  of  all  pub- 
lic places  in  the  said  cities  are  requested  to  display 
their  flags  at  half-mast  during  the  whole  day — -and 
that  our  fellow  citizens  are  requested  to  wear  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  for  sixty  days: 

Resolved,  That  the  common  councils  of  the  ci- 
ties of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  will  solemnize  the 
death  of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States  by 
a civic  and  military  procession,  to  be  composed  of 
the  military  and  different  societies  and  citizens  of 
our  respective  cities — and  that  such  procession 
take  place  on  Saturday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  different  societies,  trades  and 
associations,  and  fire  departments  of  our  cities,  are 
requested  to  send  delegates  to  meet  a committee  of 
this  body  on  Thursday  next,  at  12  o’clock,  at  the 
common  council  chamber,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  com- 
mon councils  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States  on  this  station,  are  requested  to  co-operate 
with  us  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements, 
and  that  they  are  requested  to  send  officers  to  re- 
present them  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  com- 
mon council  chamber,  Thursday  at  12  o’clock. 

ELIAS  L.  SMITH,  chairman. 
John  A.  Underwood,  secretary. 
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On  Saturday  the  funeral  obsequies  of  president 
Harbison  took  place  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
All  business  was  suspended, and  all  places  of  busi- 
ness closed.  A procession  was  formed, comprisin'' 
all  the  civil  associations  of  the  city,  the  teachers 
and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  the  various  benevolent  societies,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  state  and  city  governments,  and  of  the 
courts,  &c.  &c. 

Nine  regiments  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with 
banners  and  uniforms  trimmed  with  mourning  em- 
blems, constituted  the  military  part  of  the  proces- 
sion. The  ex-president  of  the  United  States,  the 
governor,  lieutenant  governor,  senate  and  house  of 
assembly  of  New  York,  the  society  of  Cincinnati, 
gen.  Scott,  commodore  Renshaw  and  other  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  members  of  congress,  cler- 
gymen, and  consuls,  had  appropriate  places  allotted 
to  them. 

The  conclusion  of  these  imposing  ceremonies,  at 
which  many  thousand  were  present,  was  as  fol- 
lows: prayer  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Cox,  of  the  city  of 
Brooklyn;  funeral  oration  by  the  hon.  Frederick 
Frelinghuysen,  chanceller  of  the  university  of  the 
city  of  New  York;  a requiem  written  by  general 
George  P.  Morris,  and  a benediction  by  the  right 
rev.  bishop  Onderdonk — the  ceremonies  to  con- 
clude with  (be  firing  of  a volley  by  the  U.  States 
troops  on  duty. 

Protestant  Episcopal  church.  The  N.  York  Ame- 
rican of  Tuesday  afternoon  says — We  are  happy  to 
learn  from  an  official  source,  that  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  this  state  is  taking  the  lead  in 
appropriate  religious  services,  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  national  bereavement,  in  the  death  of  the 
supreme  executive  of  the  nation.  The  first  afflic- 
tion of  the  kind  that  has  befallen  us  since  we  have 
been  a nation.  ^ 

The  following  is  the  pastoral  letter  of  bishop  On- 
derdonk, appointing  Friday  the  23d  inst.  as  a day 
of  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be  observed  in  the 
Episcopal  church  in  the  state  of  New  York,  in 
token  of  reverential  submission  to  the  chastening 
hand  which  has  fallen  so  heavily  on  the  nation,  in 
the  death  of  its  chief  magistrate. 

To  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  diocese  of  New  York. 

Brethren:  The  mournful  dispensation  of  Divine 
Providence,  hitherto  without  precedent,  which  has 
deprived  our  country  by  death  of  its  chief  magistrate, 
has  not,  I trust,  failed  to  produce  in  our  hearts  im- 
pressions of  a deeply  solemn  nature.  To  those  whose 
faith  embraces  the  wise  ordering,  in  all  things,  of 
the  High  and  Mighty  Ruler  of  the  universe,  an 
event  of  such  moment  to  a nation  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  the  dictates  of  sound  reason,  be  suffered 
to  pass  without  leading  to  reflections  of  the  most 
serious  kind.  Nor  can  we,  as  Christians,  regard 
any  impressions  resulting  from  it,  as  at  all  adequate 
to  the  demands  of  our  religion,  which  do  not  em- 
brace a full  recognition  of  the  hand  of  God  therein 
manifested,  and  a deep  solicitude,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
true  faith  and  devotion  of  the  gospel,  to  have  it 
overruled  to  the  best  interests  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try, and  to  the  spiritual  and  eternal  welfare  of  its 
citizens.  Therefore,  brethren,  I affectionately  com- 
mend the  mournful  subject  to  your  heartfelt  religious 
consideration.  Ponder  it  well  as  a dispensation  of 
Divine  Providence,  which,  rightly  received,  may  be 
surely  expected  to  be,  by  His  blessing,  fruitful  of 
good;  but  neglected,  or  lightly  treated,  or  profanely 
abused,  must  increase  our  personal  and  national 
guilt  and  punishment.  Let  it  be  a call  to  you  to 
consider  your  way,  as  individuals,  as  members  of 
the  church,  and  as  citizens  of  the  commonwealth. 
Let  it  lead  you  to  increased  prayer  that  God  would 
open  the  hearts  of  all  orders  of  men  among  us  to 
a just  sense  of  their  responsibility  to  Him  for  fide- 
lity in  every  department  of  duty  and  obligation 
which  may  rest  upon  them;  and  a personal  realiz- 
ing, each  one  for  himself,  of  the  solemn  sudden- 
ness with  which  the  call  may  come  to  the  great  ac- 
count that  all  must  render  to  Him  “unto  whom  all 
hearts  are  open,  all  desires  know,  and  from  whom 
no  secrets  are  hid.”  Nor  let  me  forget  to  commend 
to  your  affectionate  intercessions  with  that  Merci- 
ful God  and  Heavenly  Father,  who  has  taught  us  in 
His  holy  word  that  He  does  not  willingly  afflict  or 
grieve  the  children  of  men,  the  bereft  family  of  the 
venerated  individual  for  whose  loss  our  nation 
mourns. 

In  the  humble  hope  of  contributing,  by  the  Divine 
blessing,  to  our  sojregarding  and  receiving  this  me- 
lancholy dispensation  that  it  may  be  promotive  of 
both  public  and  personal  improvement,  I would  that 
the  diocese  should  observe  on  occasion  of  it,  a so- 
lemn day  of  humiliation  and  prayer.  Appropriate 
services  will  be  seasonably  set  forth  for  its  observ- 
ance, and  my  reverned  brethren  the  clergy  are  af- 
fectionately requested  to  endeavor,  with  God’s  help, 
to  direct  their  several  portions  of  the  flock  com- 
mitted to  our  chaige,  to  such  a practical  religious 


view  of  the  occasion  as  befit  its  high  and  solemn 
import.  / 

The  day  which  I recommend  for  this  purpose,  is 
Friday,  the  23d  of  the  present  month  of  April,  un- 
less some  other  day  should  be  appointed  for  similar 
observance  by  the  civil  authority;  in  which  event, 
the  latter  will  be  substituted. 

Soliciting  the  union  of  your  prayers  with  mine 
that  this  and  all  our  doings  may  be  blessed  to  the 
advancement  of  God’s  glory,  the  good  of  His  church, 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  the  spiritual  and  eter- 
nal benefit  of  its  citizens,  I remain,  dear  brethren, 
your  affectionate  diocesan, 

Benj.  T.  Onderdonk, 

Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  New  York. 

New  York,  April  5,  1841. 

Third  Presbytery.  The  subjoined  proceedings  of 
the  Third  Presbytery  of  New  York  in  reference  to 
the  death  of  the  late  president  William  Henry 
Harrison,  have  been  handed  us  for  publication. 
The  feelings  manifested  in  these  proceedings  and 
the  course  recommended  to  the  churches,  we  know, 
will  meet  the  hearty  approbation  of  the  people: 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Third  Presbytery  of 
New  York,  April  7th,  1841,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  course  proper 
to  be  pursued  by  this  Presbytery,  in  view  of  the 
death  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  common  council  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  made  a report  which  was 
adopted  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"Resolved,  1.  That  this  Presbytery  deeply  sym- 
pathise with  their  fellow  citizens  in  the  recent  af- 
flictive dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  in  the 
unexpected  removal,  by  death,  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  which 
event  occurred  on  the  4th  of  April,  at  about  one 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

“2.  That  this  Presbytery  distinctly  recognize  the 
hand  of  God  in  this  solemn  Providence,  by  which 
He  emphatically  teaches  us  that  He  is  the  ruler 
among  the  nations,  and  giveth  the  kingdom  to 
whomsoever  He  pleaseth.  Whilst  at  the  same  time 
they  are  constrained  to  regard  this  event  as  a mark- 
ed rebuke,  in  view  of  which  and  of  our  national 
sins,  we  are  called  upon  as  a people  to  humble  our- 
selves before  God. 

“3.  Having  received  intelligence  that  the  public 
authorities  of  this  city  have  requested  that,  as  a token 
of  respect  lor  the  deceased,  all  ordinary  business  be 
suspended  on  and  after  12  o’clock  this  day,  there- 
fore resolved,  That  this  Presbytery  will  adjourn  their 
regular  sessions  at  12  o’clock  until  9 o’clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

“4.  Having  also  received  information  that  the 
common  council  of  this  city  have  designated  Sa- 
turday of  this  week  for  special  services  in  re- 
ference to  the  death  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  therefore  resolved,  That  this  Presbytery  will 
cordially  accede  to  the  recommendations  made  by 
the  civil  authorities,  and  will  be  also  ready  to  co- 
operate in  any  expressions  of  humiliation  which 
may  be  recommended  by  the  authorities  of  the  na- 
tional GOVERNMENT. 

“5.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective 
pastors  of  the  churches  under  our  care  to  make  an 
improvement  of  this  solemn  dispensation  on  the  next 
Sabbath,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  may  appear 
proper.” 

A true  extract  from  the  minutes. 

Edwin  F.  Hatfield,  stated  clerk. 

BY  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

There  was  a general  suspension  of  business  in 
Philadelphia  on  Wednesday.  The  U.  S.  Gazette 
says: 

The  window  shutters  of  the  dwelling  houses  in 
our  city  were  bowed,  as  is  customary  when  there 
has  been  a recent  death  in  the  family.  At  an  early 
hour,  the  stores  and  places  of  business  were  closed, 
and  the  doors  hung  with  grape,  and  at  many  of  the 
hotels  and  large  stores  black  drapery  was  festooned 
on  the  porticos  and  doors.  At  the  navy  yard,  a na- 
tional salute  of  twenty-six  guns  was  fired — the  first 
gun  being  at  twelve  o’clock,  noon,  and  continuing 
at  intervals  of  one  minute.  The  bells  of  the 
churches  and  that  of  the  state  house  were  muffled 
and  tolled,  and  people  passed  in  the  street  with  an 
appearance  of  gloom,  as  if  each  had  lost  a relative 
or  a personal  friend. 

All  feeling  of  party  was  merged  in  the  sense  of 
the  national  calamity,  and  it  was  a sublime  specta- 
cle to  behold  the  thousands  of  people  gathering  to- 
gether to  pay  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  illustrious 
dead.  The  meeting,  at  the  state  house  yard  was 
conducted  in  solemn  silence,  and  as  the  impressive 
words  of  the  speaker  fell  upon  the  ear,  no  voice 
was  heard,  but  the  effect  might  be  seen  in  the  coun- 
tenances of  all. 

The  Philadelphia  Sentinel  of  yesterday  says: 

We  learn  that  the  third  presbytery  of  Philadel- 
phia now  in  session  in  this  city,  resolved  to  suspend 


the  regular  business  of  that  body  between  the  hours 
of  twelve  and  one  to-day,  (7th  inst.)  in  conseqence 
of  the  funeral  of  the  late  president,  gen.  Harrison, 
and  to  spend  the  time  in  religious  exercises. 

The  Pennsylvanian  says: 

We  understand  that  on  Tuesday  next,  a discourse 
in  reference  to  the  melancholy  event  which  so  pain- 
fully affects  the  American  people,  will  be  delivered 
at  Christ  church,  by  bishop  Onderdonk. 

At  a public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, over  which  the  mayor  presided,  appropriate 
resolutions  of  regret  at  the  death  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  were  adopted,  and  a committee 
appointed  to  co-operate  with  the  committees  of  the 
councils  of  that  city  and  of  the  several  contiguous 
corporations  in  making  arrangements  to  express  the 
sense  of  the  community  on  the  loss  the  nation  has 
sustained.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  the  hon. 
John  Sergeant  and  J.  K.  Kane,  esq. 

The  commissioners  of  the  township  of  Moya- 
mensing  adopted  resolutions  of  regret  at  the  death 
of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  union,  and  determin- 
ed to  participate  in  the  solemnities  about  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia. 

Similar  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Northern  Liberties. 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday 
adopted  a resolution  expressive  of  their  sense  of  the 
national  affliction,  and  immediately  adjourned. 

The  class  of  the  medical  institute  of  Philadelphia 
resolved  to  wear  mourning,  and  suspended  the  du- 
ties of  the  institute  on  Wednesday. 

BY  THE  CITY  or  BOSTON. 

On  receipt  of  the  melancholy  news  of  yesterday, 
the  collector  of  this  port  issued  the  following: 
District  of  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  April  6,  1841. 

It  having  pleased  Almighty  God,  to  remove  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  death,  and,  in 
this  sudden  and  impressive  act  of  his  inscrutable 
Providence,  to  fill  the  nation  with  sorrow  and 
mourning,  it  will  be  the  spontaneous  dictate  of  his 
heart  to  give  utterance  to  the  affliction  with  which 
it  is  oppressed,  by  the  event;  and  to  testify  the  sen- 
timents of  respect  and  affection,  in  which  his  me- 
mory will  be  cherished  by  a people,  just  to  his 
character,  and  grateful  for  his  eminent  public  ser- 
vices. 

To  give  to  the  outward  manifestations  of  mourn- 
ing appropriate  to  the  occasion,  a becoming  uni- 
formity of  expression,  I recommend  to  masters  of 
merchant  vessels,  within  the  port  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  to  lower,  and  keep  at  half  mast,  their 
flags  through  the  day. 

Capt.  Sturgis,  of  the  revenue  cutter,  will  fire  mi- 
nute guns,  at  12  o’clock,  for  one  hour,  with  his  co- 
lors at  half  mast,  in  solemn  and  melancholy  recog- 
nition of  the  loss,  which  the  country  has  so  great 
an  occasion  to  deplore. 

LEYI  LINCOLN,  collector. 

In  compliance  with  the  above,  the  flags  of  the 
shipping  in  the  harbor  were  hung  at  half  mast,  and 
minute  guns  were  fired  from  the  cutter. 

The  April  terra  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
commenced  in  this  city  yesterday  morning,  chief 
justice  Williams  presiding. 

At  the  opening  of  the  court,  S.  D.  Parker,  esq. 
rose  and  remarked  that  in  consequence  of  the  me- 
lancholy event  which  the  bells  were  even  now  an- 
nouncing, it  seemed  no  more  than  a proper  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
this  union,  that  the  court  should  adjourn  for  a day, 
as  those  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  had  done. 

BY  THE  CITY  OF  BATIMORE. 

The  meeting  called,  by  public  notice,  at  the  Ex- 
change, on  the  12th  inst.  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore, 
for  tne  purpose  of  manifesting  their  deep  concern 
and  sympathy  for  the  great  bereavement  which  our 
country  and  his  family  have  sustained  in  the  death 
our  late  president,  William  Henry  Harrison, 
was  numerously  attended,  the  capacious  rotunda 
being  filled  to  overflowing,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
valence of  a furious  northeastern  snow  storm. 

The  vast  assemblage  was  called  to  order  by  Co- 
lumbus O’Donnell,  esq.  who  nominated  col.  Samuel 
Moore,  to  act  as  president  of  the  meeting.  The  no- 
mination was  unanimously  concurred  in.  On  taking 
the  chair,  col.  Samuel  Moore  appropriately  remark- 
ed in  reference  to  the  mournful  dispensation  of  Pro- 
vidence which  had  deprived  the  country  of  its  vene- 
rable chief  magistrate,  and  the  duty  which  now  de- 
volved upon  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  to  evince  in 
a most  solemn  and  public  manner,  their  sense  of  the 
public  services  and  private  virtues  of  the  illustrious 
deceased. 

On  motion,  Robert  Gilinor,  esq.  and  col.  Solomon 
Hillen,  were  unanimously  appointed  vice  presidents, 
and  Samuel  T.  Thompson  and  William  H.  Cole,  jr. 
secretaries. 
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On  motion  of  Z.  Collins  Lee,  esq.  it  was  resolved 
unanimously  that  a committee,  consisting  of  one 
from  each  ward,  be  appointed  to  retire  and  draft  re- 
solutions expressive  of  the  feelings  ot  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore  tor  the  melancholy  bereavement  sustain- 
ed by  the  death  oi  the  late  illustrious  president.— 
Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen to' compose  the  committee:— 1st  Ward,  capt. 
James  Frazier;  2nd  do.  capt.  William  H.  Watson; 
3d  do.  capt.  Richard  Lilly;  4th  do.  gen.  S.  C.  Lea- 
kin;  6th  do.  Isaac  M.  Denson;  6th  do.  Wm.  G.  Bul- 
giano;  7th  do.  Robert  M.  Welch;  8th  do.  gen.  C. 
O’Donnell;  9th  do.  col.  Samuel  Lucas;  10th  do.  Da- 
niel A.  Piper;  11th  do.  Z.  Collins  Lee,  chairman; 
12th  do  Levi  Fahnestock;  13th  do.  Wm.  P.  Stewart; 
14th  do.  Henry  Snider. 

The  committee  then  retired,  and  on  its  return  to 
the  meeting,  the  chairman,  Mr.  Lee,  read  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions,  prefacing  them 
with  a few  brief  and  eloquent  remarks.  They  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  the  people  of  Baltimore,  participating 
deeply  in  the  general  sorrow  which  the  death  of  their 
late  beloved  and  lamented  chief  magistrate,  Wm.  H. 
Harrison,  has  produced — have  assembled  in  town 
meeting  this  day  to  express  their  keen  sense  of  ttie 
bereavement  the  country  has  sustained,  at  a time 
when  the  sage  experience,  tried  patriotism,  and  un- 
sullied virtues  of  the  illustrious  deceased  were  most 
needed  to  conduct  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs. And  also  to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  pro- 
per for  the  expression  oi  their  feelings  at  this  mourn- 
ful event — thereiore 

Resolved , That  as  the  long  life  of  our  late  honor- 
ed and  venerated  president  has  been  distinguished 
by  the  most  signal  services  to  his  country,  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  in  the  public  councils,  at  periods 
which  “tried  men’s  souls” — and  his  career  in  pri- 
vate life,  illustrated  by  the  exercise  of  the  kindest 
affections  and  purest  principles  of  the  heart — we 
now  realize  more  truly  his  loss,  lor  independent  ol 
all  official  rank  and  worldly  honor,  he  will  be  re- 
membered as  a good  man,  whose  bosom  overflowed 
with  benevolence  and  charity,  and  from  whose 
bright  example,  future  generations  may  derive  in- 
struction and  encouragement. 

Resolved,  That  alter  a faithful  devotion  to  his 
country,  in  many  subordinate  military  and  civil  ca- 
pacities, we  beheld  him  called  by  the  voice  of  that 
country,  to  preside  over  her  destinies  and  witnessed 
the  spontaneous  and  heartfelt  applause,  which  he- 
ralded him  to  that  exalted  station — as  an  earnest  of 
the  attachment  and  respect  of  all  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple to  his  character  and  person. 

Resolved,  That  but  one  short  month  had  elaps- 
ed since  that  elevation — alas!  loo  brief!  but  long 
enough  for  his  own  glory  and  rewards,  already  com- 
plete and  consecrated  by  a nation’s  highest  honors 
— when,  by  an  all-wise  and  inscrutable  Providence, 
he  is  snatched  from  the  affections  of  a whole  peo- 
ple, and  the  hearts  of  a mourning  circle  of  kindred 
to  receive  yet  higher  honois  and  more  imperishable 
glory,  among  the  band  of  patriots,  and  lathers  ol 
our  land,  who,  like  him,  having  been  first  in  war 
and  first  in  peace,  will  ever  remain  first  in  the 
hearts  of  their  countrymen. 

Resolved,  That  we  most  sincerely  condole  with 
the  bereaved  widow  and  afflicted  family,  who  now 
deplore  the  death  of  a husband,  father,  benefactor 
and  friend,  and  whose  tears  are  mingling  in  the  cup 
of  a nation’s  grief. 

Resolved,  That  in  testimony  of  our  regard  lor  the 
illustrous  dead,  the  citizens  of  Baltimoie  and  the 
state  of  Maryland,  be  requested  to  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning  for  ninety  days  and  that  in  this 
sad  office,  the  ladies  of  our  city  and  state  be  also 
requested  to  unite. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  consisting  of  two  from  each  w ard,  to  prepare 
the  programme  of  a public  civic  and  military  pro- 
cession— bearing  all  the  insignia  of  mourning,  and 
commemorative  of  the  death  of  gen.  Wm.  H.  Har- 
rison; and  to  invite  all  societies  and  other  bodies 
who  may  desire  to  unite  in  this  solemn  ceremony; 
and  that  the  procession  and  funeral  ceremonies  shall 
take  place  on  Monday,  26th  inst. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  proceedings  be 
enclosed  to  the  family  of  the  late  president  of  the 
United  States,  accompanied  by  a letter  from  the 
committee  expressive  of  the  feeling  of  condolence 
aii4  sorrow  which  the  citizens  ot  Baltimore  and 
state  of  Maryland  intertain  on  the  occasion,  of  this 
their  melancholy  bereavement  and  affliction. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  who  reported  the 
resolutions  and  the  officers  of  this  meeting,  co-ope- 
rate with  the  committee  appointed  to  make  ar- 
rangements, and  that  the  president  of  this  meeting 
act  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements. 


Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  all  the  papers  of  the  city  and  state. 

SAMUEL  MOORE,  president. 

Robert  Gilmor,  } vice  presidents. 
Solomon  Hillen,  } r 
Samuel  T.  Thompson,  ' 

Wm.  H.  Cole,  jr. 


secretaries. 


BY  THE  CITY  OF  CINCINNATI. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  president  Harrison 
reached  Cincinnati  on  the  8th,  and  forthwith  busi- 
ness was  generally  suspended  in  the  city  by  com- 
mon consent.  In  addition  to  the  large  spontaneous 
meeting  of  the  citizens  on  Third  street,  a special 
meeting  of  the  city  council  was  held  in  the  after- 
noon. In  the  evening,  the  theatre  and  other  places 
of  amusement  were  closed,  and  the  whole  city  seem- 
ed to  be  absorbed  in  the  most  unaffected  grief. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Republican,  April  9. 

Meeting  of  the  people.  An  immense  meeting  as- 
sembled yesterday  afternoon,  to  do  honor  to  the 
dead.  Public  notice  was  given,  calling  upon  the 
citizens  to  assemble  in  front  of  the  Henrie  house, 
at  3,  P.  M.  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  their  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  William  Henry  Harri- 
son. Judge  Burnet  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  J. 
C.  Vaughan  appointed  secretary.  The  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove, 
by  death,  our  neighbor  and  friend,  William  Hen- 
ry Harrison,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation, 
a great  and  good  man,  whose  whole  life  has  been 
devoted  to  the  service  of  the  country:  thereiore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  in  so- 
lemn meeting  held,  That  in  testimony  of  our  respect 
for  his  memory,  we  suspend  all  business  on  to- 
morrow, and  observe  it  as  a day  consecrated  to  the 
remembrance  of  the  lamented  dead. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  be  request- 
ed to  issue  a proclamation  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  we  unite  in  tendering  to  the  be- 
reaved  family  of  our  illustrious  fellow  citizen,  the 
expression  of  our  deepest  sympathy  in  the  melan- 
choly dispensation  of  Providence,  which  has  taken 
from  them  the  venerable  and  beloved  head,  who 
was  endeared  to  them  and  his  fellow  citizens  by  his 
social  virtues,  his  benevolent  nature,  and  the  ster-/ 
ling  manliness  of  his  heart  and  character. 


On  motion,  it  was  further 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  twenty-six  be  ap- 
pointed to  co-operate  with  any  committee  of  the 
city  council,  as  to  any  further  proceedings  on  the 
subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  meeting, 
judge  Burnet,  he  one  of  that  committee,  and  J.  C. 
Vaughan  act  as  secretary. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Jacob  Burnet,  chairman. 

John  C.  Vaughan,  secretary. 


BY  THE  CITY  OF  COLUMBUS. 

In  pursuance  of  a notice  given  by  a number  of 
the  citizens  of  Columbus,  a meeting  was  Held  at  the 
state  house  in  said  city,  at  7 o’clock,  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  their 
deep  regret  at  the  death  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States;  to  offer  their  condolence  to  his 
afflicted  famiiy,  and  to  deplore  the  Joss  the  country 
has  sustained  by  the  decease  of  one  of  the  most  il- 
lustrious of  its  statesmen  and  patriots. 

Alfred  Kelley  was  called  upon  to  preside  at  the 
meeting,  and  Joseph  Ridgway,  sen.  and  Noah  H. 
Swayne  were  appointed  vice  presidents.  John 
Sloane  and  A.  S.  Chew  were  appointed  secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  a committee  ofthree 
members  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  this  meeting.  Whereupon, 
Wm.  B.  Hubbard,  Dr.  Robert  Thompson  and  John 
Sloane  were  appointed  said  committee. 

While  the  cummiltee  were  absent,  the  hon.  Jas. 
T.  Morehead,  United  States  senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, addressed  the  meeting. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  resolutions 
reported  the  following,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That,  with  feelings  of  deep  and  heart- 
felt grief,  we  have  heard  of  the  death  ol  our  beloved 
and  venerated  fellow  citizen,  gen.  Wm.  Henry 
Harrison,  late  president  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  condole  with  the 
widow  and  relatives  of  the  deceased  in  this  sudden 
and  afflicting  dispensation  of  an  inscrutable  but  all- 
wise Providence,  which  has  caused  a whole  people 
to  mourn. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  view  the  death  of  pre- 
sident Harrison  as  a great  national  calamity,  we 
have  reason  to  be  thankful  to  the  Almighty  Dispo- 
ser of  events  that  his  life  was  spared  until  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stales  iiad  expressed  their  grati- 
tude for  Ii is  services,  and  their  confidence  in  his  in- 
tegrity and  patriotism;  until  he  had  been  enabled  to 


prove  by  his  official  acts  the  sincerity  of  his  pro- 
fessions; and  until  he  had  been  permitted  to  point 
out,  and  commence  the  course  leading  to  the  resto- 
ration of,  the  vital  principles  of  the  constitution, 
and  to  national  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That  though  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss 
of  the  patriot  and  statesman  whom  the  American 
people  had  chosen  as  their  president — while  vene- 
ration for  his  character  and  memory,  as  well  as  love 
for  our  country,  equally  demand  of  us  to  assist  in 
carrying  out  the  great  principles  which  he  had  pie-  -- 
scribed  as  the  basis  of  his  administration — still  we 
feel  entire  reliance  in  the  virtue,  ability  and  patri- 
otism of  the  distinguished  individual  on  whom  ttie 
administration  of  the  government  is  now,  by  the 
constitution,  devolved;  and  that  in  the  character  of 
the  vice  president  our  country  has  a sure  guaranty 
for  the  faithful  and  constitutional  administration  of 
the  government  during  his  term  ot  office. 

Resolved,  That  as  a testimony  of  the  high  regard 
which  the  members  of  this  meeting  entertain  for  the 
character  of  the  deceased,  and  of  the  sincere  grief 
which  they  feel  for  his  loss,  they  will  each  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
be  sent  to  the  widow  of  the  late  gen.  Harrison,  to 
the  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
acting  president  of  the  senate,  to  each  of  the  heads 
of  departments,  and  be  published  in  the  newspapers 
of  this  city. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lazell,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  different  clergymen  of  this 
city  be  requested,  on  an  early  Sabbath,  to  deliver 
a funeral  sermon  on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Ware,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  a committee  of  six  members  be 
appointed  to  select  a suitable  person  to  deliver  at 
the  capitol  a funeral  eulogy  on  the  character  of 
general  Harrison,  at  such  time  as  they  may  ap- 
point. 

Col.  John  McElvain,  Dr.  N.  M.  Miller,  Wm. 
Neill,  N.  H.  Swayne,  Joseph  Ridgway,  sen.  and 
Robert  Ware,  were  appointed  this  committee.  The 
meeting  then  adjourned. 

ALFRED  KELLEY,  president. 
Joseph  Ridgway, 

Noah  H.  Swayne, 

John  Sloane,  ) 

A.  S.  Chew,  j ; 


vice  presidents. 


■ secretaries. 


BY  THE  PUBLIC  PRESS. 

The  public  press  of  both  political  parties — with 
a few  exceptions — sympathizes  with  the  people  un- 
der the  heavy  dispensation  with  which  it  has  pleas- 
ed God  to  afflict  the  nation,  and  we  have  a melan- 
choly satisfaction  in  transferring  to  our  columns  the 
evidences  of  a commoji  sorrow. 


From  the  Globe. 

All  other  reflections  are  absorbed  in  the  thought 
of  the  nothingness  of  life,  and  the  emptiness  of 
earthly  grandeur.  One  brief  month  lias  witnessed 
gen.  Harrison’s  ascent  to  the  summit  of  human  am- 
bition— and  his  passage  to  the  tomb.  “What  sha- 
dows we  are,  and  what  shadows  we  pursue.” 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

The  death  of  president  Harrison.  We  announced 
to  our  readers  in  an  extra  this  morning,  the  event 
which  lias  shrouded  all  classes  and  parties  in  mourn- 
ing; and  we  anticipate  our  publication  of  to-mor- 
row, for  the  purpose  of  adding  such  particulars 
from  the  various  newspaper  publicalions,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature,  as  the  event  has 
called  forth. 

Towards  the  distinguished  individual  who  has 
been  thus  suddenly  removed  from  the  high  station 
to  which  he  had  been  so  recently  elevated,  and  at 
the  threshold  of  his  administration,  every  feeling  of 
political  hostility  is  buried  in  the  depth  and  solem- 
nity of  the  tread  of  death. 


From  the  Albany  Evening  Journal. 

The  president’s  death.  The  most  painful  appre- 
hensions of  yesterday  are  realized.  President  Har- 
rison is  no  more.  The  shadow  of  death  has  passed 
over  the  glory  and  gladness  of  the  nation.  The 
hopes  of  an  exulting  people  are  crushed  by  the  in- 
exorable decree  of  an  overruling  Providence.  The 
hand  ot  the  Almighty  chastener  has  been  made  visi- 
ble to  all  eyes.  Human  pride  stands  rebuked  in 
the  presence  of  his  dark  messenger — death.  We 
shall  attempt  no  eulogy  upon  the  departed.  The 
virtues  arid  services  of  his  life  praise  him.  The  sym- 
pathies of  a grateful  people  that  joyously  thronged 
around  his  inauguration,  attend  him  to  the  tomb. — 
Ambition  may  envy  such  a death.  Without  a stain 
upon  the  purity  of  his  public  or  private  fame,  he 
passes  to  an  immortality  where  temptation,  sift  and 
error  cannot  reach  him.  Our  regrets  at  this  national 
bereavement  are  ail  for  the  living.  To  thr.m  we 
dedicate  our  sympathy — with  them  we  mourn  this 
irreparable  loss. 
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From,  the.  Albany  Daily  Advertiser. 

Death  of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  We 
discharge  the  most  painful  duty  that  has  yet  devolv- 
ed upon  us  as  public  journalists  in  announcing  to 
our  readers  the  unwelcome  and  unlooked  for  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  ot  general  Harrison.  The  par- 
ticulars of  this  heavy  and  afflicting  dispensation 
will  be  found  annexed.  The  president  died  full  of 
years  and  honors,  in  the  serv  ice  of  the  republic — his 
parting  words  will  forever  hallow  his  memory  in 
the  hearts  of  the  American  people. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

To  ourselves,  the  scenes  of  the  past  month  have 
been  as  a protracted  dream — opening  in  a bright 
and  glorious  vision  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  ending 
in  gloom  at  the  close  of  one  short  month.  Just  one 
month  ago  yesterday,  we  saw  the  good  old  man 
moving  in  triumph  through  the  streets  of  the  capi- 
tal, attended  by  a throng  of  countless  thousands 
making  the  arches  of  heaven  to  ring  with  their 
shouts  of  gladness.  We  marked  his  own  deport- 
ment— grave  and  solemn,  as  though  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  high  duiies  devolving  upon  him  by  the 
new  relation  in  which  he  was  to  stand  to  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  neither  lifted  up  in  his  exultation  nor 
depressed  as  (hough  the  charge  was  too  great  for 
him,  but  his  carriage  was  altogether  that  of  an  un- 
ostentatious and  plain  republican  statesman,  carry- 
ing upon  his  countenance  the  impress  of  patriotism, 
integrity  and  benevolence. 

We  saw  him  dismount  from  his  steed,  and  stand 
forth  upon  the  portico  of  the  national  capitol,  there 
to  proclaim  the  principles  which  should  govern  him 
in  the  administration  of  the  concerns  of  this  vast  re- 
public. Calmly  stood  the  good  old  man,  surround- 
ed by  the  wisdom  of  the  senate,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  the  chivalry  of  the  army  and  navy 
and  much  of  the  beauty  of  the  land — to  say  nothing 
ol  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers  gazing  intently 
upon  such  a popular  pageant  as  the  world  cannot 
exhibit.  Having  read  his  declaration  in  a full,  clear 
voice,  the  noble  and  patriotic  sentiments  of  which 
met  the  ardent  response  of  thousands,  he  then  with 
deep  solemnity  received  the  oath  from  the  lips  of 
the  chief  jus.tice  of  the  United  States,  and  reverent- 
ly kissed  the  sacred  book  of  God,  in  whose  name 
he  swore  to  be  true  to  the  constitution  and  the  peo- 
ple. 

Then  went  up  the  last  long  shout  of  the  mighty 
throng — proclaiming  that  the  work  of  the  people  in 
a great  civil  and  bloodless  revolution  was  accom- 
plished— it  remaining  only  fir  their  servants  to  exe- 
cute their  high  behests.  The  moment  was  one  of 
awful  solemnity  and  grandeur.  But  how  true  the 
line  of  Cowper: 

“God  moves  in  a mysterious  way!’’ 

One  short  month,  and  the  nation  then  so  joyful  is 
whelmed  in  woe. 

From  the  Philadelphia  American  Sentinel. 

It  is  our  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death  of 
the  late  president  of  the  United  States  William 
Henry  Harrison.  The  circular  from  the  iieads 
of  departments  will  inform  our  readers  of  the  parti- 
culars of  this  most  afflictive  national  bereavement. 
This  sad  event  will  be  heard  throughout  the  coun- 
try with  profoundest  sorrow,  and  the  millions  of  his 
countrymen  will  in  spirit  follow  him  to  the  grave 
with  lamentations  that  a great  and  good  man  has 
fallen.  No  death  since  that  of  general  Washington 
has  produced  such  a sensation  as  will  be  caused  by 
the  one  we  are  announcing.  It  is  the  first  instance 
of  the  death  of  a president  ol  the  United  States 
since  the  organization  of  the  government.  Dark 
and  mysterious  is  this  dispensation  of  a wise  and 
hoi}’’ Providence.  We  bow  under  it  with  smitten 
hearts,  and  oiler  our  supplication  to  the  God  of  na- 
tions that  so  sad  and  statling  a chastisement  may  be 
overruled  for  good.  Solemn  indeed  is  the  admoni- 
tion. 

From  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazelle. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  chief  magistrate  ever 
gave  more  attention  in  that  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
station,  than  did  the  venerable  deceased.  He  has 
fallen  before  the  voice  of  the  people  that  saluted  his 
entrance  into  the  high  office  had  died  away. 

We  believe  we  express  the  opinion  of  almost 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  when  we  say 
that  general  Harrison  was  a sound  patriot,  unsur- 
passed in  love  of  country  and  its  republican  institu- 
tions, upright  in  all  his  dealings,  public  and  pri- 
vate— one  who  passed  through  every  station  of  pub- 
lic life  with  clear  hands  and  a pure  heart.  When 
such  a man  dies  and  leaves  vacant  the  executive 
chair  of  the  nation,  a nation  mourns.  The  pang  of 
individual  grief  at  the  loss  of  a tried  friend  must  be 
forgotten  lor  a time  in  the  public  privation,  and 
those  who  weep  must  remember  that  the  land 
mourns  when  such  a man  is  called  away  from  a 
sphere  of  such  usefulness. 


From  the  Philadelphia  North  American. 

President  Harrison  is  no  longer  numbered  with 
the  living!  The  painful  event  will  create  intense 
feeling  and  throw  the  whole  American  people  into 
the  deepest  mourning.  The  gloomy  intelligence 
saddens  every  heart,  for  political  detraction  i3  now 
hushed,  and  obloquy  molests  not  the  dead.  The 
grave  covers  every  infirmity,  it  extinguishes  all  re- 
sentments, and  but  one  expression  of  deep,  heart- 
felt regret  is  heard,  lamenting  the  sad  and  untimely 
decease  of  general  Harrison.  We  bow  submissive- 
ly to  the  will  of  Heaven,  trusting  with  confidence 
in  the  arm  which  has  thus  far  sustained  the  country 
in  seasons  of  darkness  and  doubt,  to  carry  it  through 
this  trying  emergency. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Gazelle. 

The  ruler  is  fallen!  A nation  has  been  smitten — 
a republic  has  been  saddened  by  the  fiat  ol  a pow- 
er, to  which  none  can  give  resistance,  and  the 
swaying  of  a sceptre  which  none  can  disown. — 
Death,  who  in  the  beautiful  and  expressive  language 
of  the  Latin  poet,  knocks  with  equal  pace  at  the 
doors  of  cottages,  or  palaces  of  kings,  has  received 
the  late  president  into  his  icy  arms — his  freezing 
kiss  has  emancipated  a noble  and  benignant  spirit — 
and  that  which  but  yesterday  was  the  shrine  of  pure 
and  patriotic  aspirations,  of  warm  love  of  country 
and  hope  for  its  happiness  and  honor,  is  now  but 
palid  and  deserted  dust,  from  which  the  life  of  life 
has  fled  forever!  It  is  a picture  of  solemnity,  of 
awe  and  admonition;  it  teaches  us  the  evanescence 
of  human  hopes,  the  futility  of  sublunary'  w ishes — 
and  tells  us,  loudly,  and  with  awful  emphasis,  how 
worse  than  vain  are  the  calculations  on  the  length 
of  years  and  honors  with  which  the  eminent  are  so 
often  as  it  were  proscriptively  invested.  The  king 
of  shadows  loves  a shining  mark — and  against  such 
objects  how  often  do  his  quickest  and  most  fatal  ar- 
rows hurtle!  Whom  we  love,  what  we  venerate, 
what  we  press  to  our  bosoms,  and  wear  in  our 
hearts — how  they  bow  to  the  mandate  of  “pass  ye 
away!”  Our  fathers,  where  are  they?  and  the  pro- 
phets, do  they  live  forever? 

No  language  can  descibe  the  sorrowful  consterna- 
tion, the  profound  regret,  which  will  pervade  the 
union,  as  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  its  late 
president  spreads  far  and  wide.  It  will  pass  through 
the  vast  west,  like  the  sound  of  a mighty  oak,  falling 
in  the  stillness  of  the  forest;  the  steamers,  as  they 
plough  along  our  mighty  rivers,  will  bear  with  them 
the  emblems  of  mourning — and  an  universal  sadness 
like  the  cloud  that  heralds  forth  the  imminent  tem- 
pest, will  spread  itself  over  the  whole  mass  of  the 
nation,  from  the  dark  streams  of  Maine  to  the  wa- 
ters of  Mexico.  Death  has  sought  out  and  smitten 
a lofty  victim;  there  is  sackcloth  in  the  high  places 
and  wailing  through  the  land. 

“Not  glittering  line 

Of  guards  in  pompous  mail  arrayed. 

Bastion,  or  moated  wall,  or  mound, 

Or  palisade; 

Or  covered  trench,  secure  and  deep, — 

All  these  cannot  one  victim  keep, 

Oh  death!  from  thee. 

When  thou  dost  battle  in  thy  wrath, 

And  thy  strong  shafts  pursue  their  path, 
Unerringly.’’ 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

We  have  never  before  seen  the  hand  of  sorrow' 
laid  so  heavily  upon  any  community  as  it  has  been 
upon  this  for  the  past  two  days.  Yesterday  in  par- 
ticular, after  the  tidings  of  the  nation’s  bereave- 
ment had  been  circulated  over  the  entire  city  by 
the  newspapers,  the  evidences  of  a deep  and  poig- 
nant grief  were  visible  in  all  countenances.  The 
calamity  which  has  thrown  the  whole  union  into 
mourning,  here  comes  with  a peculiar  shock,  not 
only  touching  every  heart,  but  entering  every 
dwelling,  and  dispensing  gloom  about  every  heart. 
We  have  lost  not  merely  a great  and  distinguished 
countryman,  but  a citizen,  an  associate,  a friend,  a 
brother:  one  endeared  to  us  by  qualities  but  seldom 
found  united  in  the  same  bosom,  and  grappled  to 
our  hearts  by  recollections  that  will  go  with  us  to 
our  tombs. 

Yesterday  most  of  our  stores  were  closed;  the 
arm  of  labor  rested;  bells  tolled  at  intervals  through- 
out the  day;  minute  guns  were  fired;  our  public 
schools  were  dismissed,  and  our  city  was  given  up 
to  an  expression,  felt  keenly  and  openly  indulged, 
of  profoundest  sorrow. 

All  classes  partake  in  this  feeling,  yet  all  bow 
submissively  to  the  inscrutable  dispensation  of  Him 
who  chastens  whom  he  loves. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

It  is  known  that,  for  many  years  past,  general 
Harrison  had  become  daily  more  and  more  im- 
pressed with  religious  feelings,  always  treating  se- 
rious things  seriously,  and  showing  himself  mindful 
of  his  future  accountability.  A memberof  his  fami- 


ly has  stated  that,  for  many  months  past,  he  has  ne- 
ver omitted  the  reading  of  the  scriptures  every  night 
before  retiring  to  rest,  however  harrassed  by  com- 
pany, or  worn  down  by  fatigue.  On  Monday,  the 
third  day  of  his  indisposition,  and  before  fie  felt 
himself  in  any  particular  danger,  he  declared  to 
those  around  him  that  he  had  long  been  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  truths  of  the  Christian  religion, 
and  regretted  that  he  had  not  connected  himself  with 
the  church  as  a communicant. 

The  occasion  affords  us  an  appropriate  opportu- 
nity for  republishing  a paragraph  from  his  inaugu- 
ral address,  which  we  know  has  been  read  with 
pleasure  by  thousands,  and  will  now,  we  are  confi- 
dent, be  perused  again,  with  increased  interest. — 
Already  speaking  from  the  tomb,  how  valuable  are 
those  sentiments  of  morality  ami  religion,  address- 
ed to  the  living  by  the  distinguished  dead! 

“I  deem  the  present  occasion  sufficiently  impor- 
tant and  solemn  to  justify  me  in  expressing  to  my' 
fellow  citizens  a prolound  reverence  for  the  Christian 
religion,  and  a thorough  conviction  that  sound  mo- 
rals, religious  liberty,  and  a just  sense  of  religious 
responsibility,  are  essentially  connected  with  all 
true  and  lasting  happiness;  and  to  that  good  Being 
who  has  blessed  us  by  the  gif  ts  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom,  who  watched  over  and  prospered  the  labors 
of  our  fathers,  and  has  hitherto  preserved  to  us  in- 
stitutions, far  exceeding  in  excellence  those  of  any 
other  people,  let  us  unite  in  fervently  commending 
every  interest  of  our  beloved  country  in  all  future 
time.” 

Speaking  of  the  attachment  of  president  Harrison 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  the  correspondent  of  the 
Baltimore  Sun  says: 

“I  take  leave  to  add  a little  incident,  strikingly 
illustrative  of  the  delight  he  took  in  “searching  the 
scriptures;”  on  the  very  day  after  the  inauguration, 
whilst  our  streets  were  yet  thronged  w ith  the  mighty' 
multitude,  and  the  joyous  acclamations  of  a nation’s 
jubilee  had  scarcely  subsided,  the  venerable  presi- 
dent, unattended  took  a walk  down  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  and,  after  a sh  irt  absence,  returned  to  the 
mansion  in  a carriage;  on  alighting  he  directed  the 
porter  to  “bring  the  package  out  of  the  carriage,”  he 
did  so,  and  on  opening  it,  it  was  found  to  contain  a 
handsome  octavo  Bible  and  a Prayer  Book,  accord- 
ing to  the  forms  of  the  Protestant  Episcopai  church. 
Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by'  the  friends  ol  Christianity, 
the  lovers  of  sound  morality,  and  the  youth  of  Ame- 
rica, that  the  first  ornaments  procured  for  the  man- 
sion, by  president  Harrison,  was  a Bible  and  a 
Prayer  Book.” 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

James  D.  Doty,  to  be  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Wiskonsan. 

Joseph  Ritner,  to  be  treasurer  of  the  mint  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Henry  Harrison,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  vice  Benjamin  R.  Petrikin. 

Attorneys. 

Absalom  Fowler,  lor  the  district  of  Arkansas. 

Charles  Chapman,  for  the  district  of  Connecticut. 

Joel  Eastman,  for  the  district  ol  New  Hampshire. 

John  Holmes,  for  the  district  of  Maine. 

Charles  Davis,  lor  the  district  of  Vermont. 

Marshals. 

Joshua  Howard,  for  the  district  of  Michigan. 

Minor  Walker,  for  the  middle  district  of  Florida. 

William  H.  Russell,  for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

William  Prentiss,  lor  the  district  of  Illinois. 

Isaac  Otis,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sylvester  Hartshorn,  for  the  district  of  R.  Island. 

Israel  W.  Kelly,  for  the  district  of  N.  Hampshire. 

John  D.  Kinsman,  for  the  district  of  Maine. 

Alexander  K.  McClung,  for  the  northern  district 
of  Mississippi. 

Anderson  Miller,  for  the  southern  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Officers  of  the  customs — Collectors. 

James  Perrine,  Mobile,  Alabama,  in  the  place  of 
John  B.  Hogan. 

Edward  Brooks,  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  the  place 
of  John  McDonell. 

Jonathan  Roberts,  Philadelphia,  vice  Calvin 
Blythe. 

Surveyor. 

J.  Washington  Tyson,  Philadelphia,  in  the  place 
of  George  W.  Riter. 

Naval  officer. 

Bela  Badger,  Philadelphia,  in  the  place  of  John 
Horn. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  returned  to  this 
city  on  Wednesday  evening  from  his  visit  to  North 
Carolina. 

The  attorney  general  has  left  this  city'  on 
a visit  to  his  residence  in  Kentucky. 

[ National  Intelligencer  of  the  16 th  inst. 
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Reform.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  April  3, 
contains  the  following: 

We  publish  the  following  for  general  information. 
About  one  thousand  dollars  a year  was,  we  believe, 
paid  to  an  individual  who  held  an  office  which  is 
now  declared  to  be  “entirely  unnecessary.” 

War  department,  March  29 th,  1841. 

Sir:  As  you  have  applied  for  the  appointment  of 
military  storekeeper  in  the  quarter  master’s  depart- 
ment at  Pittsburg,  I deem  it  proper  to  inform  you 
that  finding  the  office  to  be  entirely  unnecessary, 
and  a just  regard  to  the  public  interests  requiring  its 
discontinuance,  it  has  been  abolished.  Very  re- 
spectfully your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BELL. 

Samuel  Hubley,  esg.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  and  Mr.  Webster.  The 
Globe  publishes  the  following  notes  which  have  re- 
cently passed  between  Mr.  Cuthbert  of  the  U. 
S.  senate  and  Mr.  Webster,  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  to  Mr.  Webster. 

March  6,  1841. 

Sir:  Your  friends  have  declared  that  you  would 
promptly  reply  to  the  inquiry  I am  now  proposing 
to  you,  and  have  invited  to  its  being  made.  I ask 
you,  then,  respectfully,  whether  in  your  opinion 
“congress  has  any  authority  under  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of 
slaves  from  one  state  to  another.”  As  your  nomina- 
tion to  the  cabinet  has  been  decided  upon  by  the 
senate,  there  can  be  now  no  indelicacy  in  making 
the  inquiry.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  CUTHBERT. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 

Up  to  the  15th  March,  Mr.  Cuthbert  had  receiv- 
ed no  answer  to  this  communication.  He  then  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Webster  a note,  of  which  r.o  copy 
was  taken,  but  which  must  have  been  nearly  in  the 
following  words: 

Mr.  Cuthbert’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Webster. 
Mr.  C.  has  received  no  answer  to  the  written  com- 
munication which  he  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  on  the 
6th  inst.  Mr.  C.  supposes  that  his  communication 
may  have  miscarried,  and  he  therefore  directs  the 
bearer  of  this  to  know  that  it  is  placed  in  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s hands. 

March  15,  1841. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Cuthbert. 

Mr.  Webster  received  Mr.  Cuthbert’s  communi- 
cation of  the  — inst. 

Desirous  of  treating  Mr.  Cuthbert  with  the  re- 
spect due  to  his  public  character  and  station,  Mr. 
Webster  thinks  nevertheless,  that  Mr.  Cuthbert  will 
himself,  upon  reflection,  see  that,  under  present 
circumstances,  Mr.  Webster  could  not  enter  into 
correspondence  with  him  upon  the  subject  to  which 
his  communication  refers. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  is  referred  to  Mr.  Webster’s  speech 
at  Richmond,  in  October,  1840,  a copy  of  which  is 
herewith  transmitted;  to  the  correspondence  between 
John  Bolton,  of  Georgia,  and  himself,  dated  17th  and 
19th  May,  1833;  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
day  and  which  will  be  found  in  Niles’  Register  of 
the  29th  June,  1832;  and  also  to  his  speech  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Hayne  of  the  21st  January,  1830. 

March  15,  1841. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  to  Mr.  Webster. 

March  29,  1841. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  15th  did  not  reach  me  until  se- 
veral days  after  its  date.  I have  suffered  it  to  lie 
some  days  by  me,  and  my  reflections  still  suggest  no 
sufficient  reason  why  the  plain  question  proposed  to 
you  in  mine  of  the  6th,  should  not  be  answered. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  in  opensenate,  Mr.  Rives 
in  the  character  of  your  political  friend,  and  zealous 
eulogist  and  defender,  voluntarily  declared  that  he 
entertained  no  doubt  that  if  I should  address  to  you 
a written  communication,  proposing  the  inquiry 
conveyed  in  my  note  of  the  6th  inst.  you  would  re- 
turn to  that  inquiry  a prompt  and  satisfactory  an- 
swer, and  he  plainly  prompted  me  to  that  course. — 
On  the  1st  March,  in  open  senate,  Mr.  Rives  de- 
manded of  me  whether  1 had  made  the  inquiry,  and 
in  the  form  which  he  had  suggested,  and  again  sti- 
mulated me  to  do  so.  On  both  occasions,  I pledged 
myself  to  address  to  you  such  a letter  of  inquiry  as 
he  suggested.  I have  redeemed  my  pledge,  address- 
ing you  in  such  respectful  terms,  as  your  public  sta- 
tion and  character  made  proper.  You  decline  to 
answer,  and  our  correspondence  here  ends.  The 
world  must  determine  on  your  motive  in  declining 
to  answer.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  CUTHBERT. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 

The  boundary  question.  On  receiving  the  re- 
solutions of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine,  ap- 
pealing to  the  several  state  governments  to  support 
the  claim  of  that  state  upon  the  government  of  the 
union  “to  establish  the  line  which  that  government 


has  solemnly  declared  to  be  the  true  boundary”  be- 
tween the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  that  of 
Great  Britain,  the  senate  of  the  state  of  Maryland 
referred  these  resolutions  to  a select  committee,  of 
which  gen.  B.  C.  Howard  was  the  chairman.  By 
this  committee  a report  was  made,  elaborate  and 
able,  accompanied  by  .three  maps,  reviewing  Ihe 
whole  ground  of  the  controversy  with  a precision  as 
well  as  acuteness  which  could  hardly  be  expected 
of  any  one  who  was  less  familiar  with  the  subject 
than  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  enjoyed  the  best  opportunity  of  making  himself 
acquainted  with  it  during  his  late  service  in  congress 
at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
in  the  house  of  representatives.  The  reasoning  of 
the  report  is  entirely  favorable  to  the  claim,  hereto- 
fore asserted  by  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
and  sustained  by  the  unanimous  votes  of  both  houses 
of  congress.  It  is  to  the  subjoined  conclusions,  how- 
ever, (and  not  to  the  reasoning  of  the  committee), 
that  we  now’  propose  to  invite  the  attention  of  our 
readers;  conclusions  which  are  entitled  to  their  most 
serious  consideration: 

“With  regard  to  the  course  which  ought  to  be 
pursued  in  obtaining  a settlement  of  this  controver- 
sy, the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  qualified 
to  express  an  opinion.  The  constitulion  of  our 
country  has  wisely  placed  our  foreign  relations  in 
the  exclusive  guardianship  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, whose  dignity  and  power  are  commensurate 
to  the  duty  it  has  to  perforin.  It  is  clear  that  all 
reasonable  efforts  should  be  exhausted  to  accom- 
plish a pacific  and  speedy  adjustment  of  the  diffi- 
culty; and  it  is  also  clear  that,  if  they  should  un- 
fortunately fail,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  states 
of  the  union  to  rally  around  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  carry  it  successfully  through  the  struggle 
that  must  then  come. 

“The  following  resolutions  are  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  senate: 

“Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  Maryland  en- 
tertains a perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  and  va- 
lidity of  the  title  of  the  United  States,  and  state  of 
Maine,  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute between  Great  Britain  and  the  U.  States. 

“ Resolved , That  the  legislature  of  Maryland  looks 
to  the  federal  government  with  an  entire  reliance 
upon  its  disposition  to  bring  the  controversy  to  an 
amicable  and  speedy  settlement;  but  if  these  efforts 
should  fail,  the  state  of  Maryland  will  cheerfully 
place  herself  in  the  support  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment in  what  will  then  become  its  duty  to  itself  and 
the  state  of  Maine. 

“Resolved,  That  after  expressing  the  above  opi- 
nions, the  state  of  Maryland  feels  that  it  has  a right 
to  request  the  state  of  Maine  to  contribute,  by  all 
the  means  in  its  power,  towards  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  upon  honorable  terms. 

“Resolved,  That  if  the  British  government  would 
acknowledge  ihe  title  of  the  slate  of  Maine  to  the  ter- 
ritory in  dispute , and  offer  a fair  equivalent  for  the 
passage  through  it  of  a military  road,  it  would  be  a 
reasonable  mode  of  adjusting  the  dispute,  and  ought 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  state  of  Maine. 

“Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  this  report  and  these 
resolutions  to  each  of  the  governors  of  the  several 
states,  and  to  each  of  the  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress  from  the  state  of  Maryland.” 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  must  be  regarded,  therefore,  as  a deli- 
berate expression  of  the  opinion  of  that  state,  as 
w’ell  in  regard  to  what  is  due  to  the  rights  of  Maine, 
as  to  what  the  other  states  of  the  union  have  a right 
to  expect  from  Maine  herself.  The  part  of  these 
resolutions  which  we  have  italicized  includes  a pro- 
position which,  though  not  entirely  original,  has  per- 
haps never  been  before  presented  to  the  public 
mind  under  so  imposing  a sanction.  [Nat.  Intel. 

France  and  the  United  States.  The  cor- 
respondent of  the  Courier  des  Estats  Unis,  writing 
from  Paris  the  7th  March,  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  opinion  in  France  in  regard  to 
a war  between  England  and  the  United  States.  He 
says,“thedifficulties  between  England  and  the  Unit- 
ed States  attract  a great  deal  of  attention  in  Europe, 
and  especially  in  France.  A report  is  current  among 
the  best  informed  people,  that  the  British  cabinet, 
wishing  to  terrify  “those  republican  pirates,  as  they 
say,  who  assume  a lofty  tone,  better  to  disguise  their 
fears,”  have  sent  a squadron  to  compel  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington,  by  the  mouth  of  the  cannon, 
to  make  itself  more  pliant  and  accommodating. 
The  news  of  this  insolence  on  the  part  of  Britain, 
caused  every  French  patriot’s  heart  to  beat  high. 
We  have  the  strongest  faith  in  patriotism  and  cou- 
rage of  the  Americans.  We  are  assured  that  they 
will  maintain  theirdignity  inviolable,  and  that  should 
a war  break  out  between  the  American  eagle,  and 


the  British  lion,  the  first  will  not  long  have  flapped 
its  powerful  wings,  before  the  French  flag  will  be 
seen  floating  by  its  side.  This  is  our  prolound  cou- 
viction.  War  would  not  have  waged  a month  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  before  our  government 
would  be  forced  to  take  part  ir.  the  contest.  How- 
ever tenacious  its  disposition  towards  peace,  it 
would  be  hurried  along  by  the  torrent  of  public  opi- 
nion.” 

THE  ARMY. 

Harper's  Ferry  armory.  The  Winchester  Repub- 
lican states  that  the  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferry  will 
shortly  be  placed  under  the  control  of  an  officer  of 
the  U.  S.  army  with  instructions  to  examine  into  all 
its  concerns.  The  administration  having  determin- 
ed that  every  department  of  the  government  should 
undergo  the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  in  order  that  abuses, 
wherever  they  exist,  may  be  corrected,  it  is  proper 
that  the  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferrv  should  not  be  an 
exception,  more  especially  as  it  has  been  asserted 
that  the  manufacture  of  fire  arms  there  has  cost  the 
government  considerably  more  than  the  same  kind 
of  arms  cost  at  Springfield;  and  certainly  no  one 
will  be  better  able  to  obtain  the  desired  information 
than  an  experienced  officer  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says: — The  following  is  the 
armament  determined  upon  for  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania,  at  Portsmouth,  Ya.  and  which  is  now 
taking  on  board: 

Lower  gun  deck,  28  long 32  pounders  and  4 Paix- 
han  guns,  and  Paixhan  shot  are  thrown  from  an  80 
pounder. 

Middle  gun  deck,  30  long  32  pounders  and  4 
Paixhan  guns. 

Upper  gun  deck  32  32  pound  medium  guns  and  4 
Paixhan  guns. 

Spar  deck  32  32  pound  cannonades  and  4 medi- 
um 32  pound  guns.  Total  138. 

Weight  of  metal  of  one  broadside  near  2,496  lbs. 
The  U.  S.  ship  Levant,  commander  Fitzhugh, 
was  at  Key  West  1st  inst.  to  sail  in  a few  days  for 
Mobile.  Officers  and  crew  well. 

The  National  Intelligencer  contradicts,  on  offi- 
cial authority,  the  report  that  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Marion  had  received  any  material  injury  by 
the  accident  which  happened  to  her  some  months 
since  at  Rio. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Porpoise  was  spoken  29th 
ult.  lat.  35,  10,  Ion.  75,  5,  on  a cruise.  All  well. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Warren,  commander  Jamieson, 
arrived  at  Pensacola  20th  ult.  all  well. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says:  “We  learn  by  a letter 
from  the  purser  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Concord, 
that  lieut.  Algernon  S.  Worth,  died  at  sea  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1841.  He  has  left  a wife  in  Ports- 
mouth, to  mourn  his  loss.” 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  speaks  thus  of  a new  appli- 
cation of  steam  power,  invented  by  lieut.  Hunter, 
of  the  navy. 

A desideratum  in  the  application  of  steam  power 
to  national  vessels  and  to  the  navigation  of  canals 
has  been  effected  and  practically  proven  by  the  ac- 
tual and  entirely  successful  operation  in  our  harbor 
of  a small  vessel  constructed  by  private  enterprise 
and  at  individual  cost.  We  have  seen  a plan  in  de- 
tail of  the  arrangement  of  the  machinery  and  the 
construction  of  the  vessel  designed  for  national  pur- 
poses, which  is  in  our  opinion  properly  withheld  by 
lieut.  Hunter  from  the  general  public  in  order  that 
our  government  may  peculiarly  receive  all  the  be- 
nefits derivable  from  its  use,  and  we  feel  that  we 
hazard  nothing  in  declaring  that  it  will  be  found  to 
have  accomplished  all  that  is  desired  for  the  perfec- 
tion of  a war  steamer  for  harbor  defence  or  as  a crui- 
zer,  as  the  moving  power  by  the  ingenious  construc- 
tion of  the  vessel  is  protected  from  the  effect  of  Paix- 
han or  any  other  shot. 

From  the  Sandwich  islands.  The  N.  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  has  received  a file  of  the  Sand- 
wich Island  Polynesian  to  the  19th  December,  from 
which  it  makes  the  following  extracts: 

Honolulu,  Dec.  5.  The  exploring  squadron  has 
now  left  our  harbor  to  cruise  in  various  directions. 

The  Porpoise  has  sailed  (so  it  is  said)  for  the 
Southern  groups,  to  return  here  in  four  months. — 
The  Peacock  and  Flying-Fish  to  Ascention,  King’s 
Mill  group,  and  the  Caroline,  Archipelago,  thence 
to  the  Columbia  river,  in  spring,  when  a store  ship 
will  sail  from  here  for  that  place,  with  all  necessary 
supplies,  which  will  probably  obviate  the  necessity 
of  their  returning  here.  The  Vincennes  has  gone 
to  Hawii,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a thorough  sur- 
vey of  the  volcano  and  Manna  Loa,  and  all  the  in- 
teresting points  in  that  vicinity.  She  will  also  go 
to  the  Columbia  in  a few  months. 

Honolulu,  Nov.  28.  By  the  Julia,  from  Sydney, 
we  learn  that  two  French  frigates,  with  an  emigrant 
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ship,  had  arrived  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zea- 
land. Gov.  Hobson  had  called  upon  the  eommo- 
* dore,  who  refused  to  recognise  his  authority,  which 
circumstance  would  probably  lead  to  a difficulty,  as 
the  French,  like  the  English,  claim  large  tracts  of 
land  by  right  of  purchase  from  the  natives. 

Passengers  in  the  ship  Lausanne,  sailed  from  Ho- 
nolulu, Dec.  2,  for  New  York:  rev.  I.  Diell,  lady 
and  three  children;  Dr.  White,  lady  and  two  chil- 
dren, and  servant;  Miss  Mary  Smith;  lieutenant  R. 
Pinckney,  U.  S.  navy;  passed  midshipman  J.  Lew- 
is, U.  S.  navy;  Mr.  H.  Grimes. 

From  Rio  Janeiro.  The  ship  Hibernia  arrived  at 
New  York  on  Friday  morning  from  Rio  Janeiro, 
which  port  she  left  on  the  26th  of  February.  At 
that  date  the  following  United  States  ships  were  in 
port:  the  Constellation,  captain  Kearney,  refitting 
for  China,  to  sail  in  ten  days;  Potomac,  captain 
Ridgely;  Decatur,  captain  Ogden;  Concord,  captain 
Boerum;  Marion,  capt.  Belt,  and  Enterprize,  lieut. 
Goldsborough,  destination  unknown. 

The  brig  Malek  Adhel  was  to  sail  lor  Baltimore 
on  the  27th  in  charge  of  lieut.  Ogden,  ot  the  Poto- 
tomac.  Among  the  passengers  on  board  the  Hiber- 
nia are  Messrs.  Clary,  Mix  and  Humphries,  U.  S. 
N.  and  thirty-three  disabled  seamen  from  the  East 
India  and  Brazilian  squadron. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Election.  The  particulars  have  not  yet  reached 
us.  The  general  result  is  ascertained — the  whig 
candidates  are  elected  throughout. 

NEW  YORK. 

City  election.  The  charter  election,  held  on  the 
I3th,  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  one  of  the  most 
orderly  and  quiet  elections,  held  in  that  city  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Morris,  the  Van  Buren  candi- 
date is  elected  mayor,  by  a majority  of  between  five 
and  six  hundred  votes.  Last  April  the  Van  Buren 
majority  was  1,621.  At  least  10  of  the  17  wards 
have  elected  Van  Buren  councilmen. 

Brooklyn.  The  charter  election  has  resulted  in 
a sweeping  triumph  to  the  whigs.  Mr.  Smith,  the 
whig  candidate  lor  mayor,  who  was  elected  last 
April  by  a majority  of  187,  has  now  a majority  of 
725  votes. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Governor  Porter  has  vetoed  and  returned  the  bill 
lately  passed  by  the  legislature  for  the  relief  of  the 
banks  of  the  state.  His  veto  message  is  in  type 
and  will  be  inserted  in  our  next  number. 

Upon  submitting  the  bill  to  a vote,  notwithstand- 
ing the  veto,  there  was  not  a sufficient  majority  tor  it. 

Another  bill,  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  was  un- 
der discussion  in  the  house,  when  our  latest  advices 
left  Harrisburg. 

An  application  was  also  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  Stales  of  Pa.  lor  an  act  to  carry  out 
the  suggestions  made  in  the  report  of  the  stock- 
holders of  that  institution. 

Good  old  Adams  county.  It  is  with  no  slight  de- 
gree of  pleasure  that  I communicate  a fact,  which 
I know  will  be  to  the  citizens  of  our  county  a sub- 
ject of  much  gratification.  Other  counties  may- 
boast  of  their  wealth  and  their  population — of  their 
furnaces  and  their  coal  mines — their  finished  rail 
roads  and  canals — their  rapidly  increasing  power 
and  importance — let  them.  They  cannot  boast  as 
we  can — that  there  is  not  a solitary  prisoner  in  our 
jail.  Not  one  who  awaits  his  trial  for  ort'euce  against 
the  law  of  the  land— not  one,  who  is  expiating  the 
just  sentence  of  that  law — not  even  one  who  lan- 
guishes in  bondage  because  he  is  poor,  in  debt  and 
friendless.  Let  them  boast  of  their  wealth;  their 
motto  may  be  that  in  which  the  Roman  poet  said 
his  countrymen  rejoiced — “ Virtus  post  nummos.” 
Let  them  vaunt  their  power  and  the  number  of  their 
population — we  cannot;  our  glory  and  our  pride  is 
in  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  our  people.  They  are 
the  only  true  elements  of  happiness  in  society— the 
only  firm  foundation  upon  which  a nation’s  great- 
ness can  be  reared.  They  constitute  true  wealth, 
real  power,  and  genuine  importance. 

[Gettysburg  Star. 

MARYLAND. 

The  extra  session  closed.  The  constitution  of  the 
state  was  so  altered  during  the  two  last  years,  as  to 
compel  the  legislature  to  close  its  annual  session  at 
farthest  by  the  10th  of  March.  The  very  first  ap- 
plication of  this  rule,  found  the  most  important  bu- 
siness of  the  session  unfinished,  and  the  expedient 
to  be  resorted  to  of  requesting  the  governor  to  con- 
vene an  extra  session,  in  order  to  complete  what 
was  in  progress.  Ten  days  notice  at  least  being 
required,  the  state  has  to  endure  the  itenerant  ex- 
penses of  the  members  going  home  and  returning. 
The  governor  summoned  them  to  reassemble  on  the 
24th  March,  and  they  closed  their  session  alter  at- 
tending the  funeral  of  president  Harrison,  on  the  7th 
inst.  having  enacted  54  laws  in  addition  to  those 


passed  at  the  regular  session;  amongst  them  was  an 
act  to  assess  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  several 
counties  and  cities  of  the  state,  and  levying  a tax 
of  twenty  cents  in  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  va- 
luation, for  the  support  of  the  state  treasury  and  to 
maintain  inviolate  the  credit  of  the  state.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  this  will  realise  about  half  a million  of 
dollars  annually. 

Another  important  bill  passed  was  the  one  appro- 
priating two  millions  of  dollars  to  complete  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland. 

The  congressional  election  is  to  take  place,  accord- 
ing to  governor  Grason’s  proclamation,  on  the  17th 
May.  Of  the  late  members,  Messrs.  Carroll  and 
Hillen,  (V.  B.)  who  represented  the  4th  district, 
Mr.  F.  Thomas,  (V.  B.)  who  represented  the  5th 
district,  and  Mr.  Jenifer,  (W.)  who  represented 
the  7th  district,  severally  decline  being  candidates 
for  re-election.  William  Cost  Johnson,  esq.  is 
again  a candidate  for  re-election  in  the  6th  district. 
The  parties  are  making  their  dispositions  for  a re- 
gular contest,  and  many  candidates  are  spoken  of 
on  both  sides. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  governor.  Certain  grave  doubts  have  been 
expressed  in  Virginia,  since  the  retirement  from  the 
executive  chair  of  the  state  by  governor  Gilmer,  as 
to  the  person  on  whom  the  charge  devolved  by  the 
constitution.  It  was  contended  on  the  one  side  that 
the  lieut.  governor,  Patton,  must  be  considered  the 
actual  governor  of  the  commonwealth  during  the 
unexpired  portion  of  Mr.  Gilmer’s  term.  On  the 
other  it  was  said  that  the  senior  counsellor,  Mr. 
Rutherford,  was  the  officer  on  whom  it  constitu- 
tionally devolved,  and  the  attorney  general  having 
so  decided,  Mr.  Rutherford  has  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  station,  and  will  con- 
tinue acting  governor  of  Virginia,  until  the  31st  of 
March,  1842. 

Election.  The  general  election  takes  place  on 
the  22d  instant,  and  the  papers  of  the  state  are  of 
course  much  occupied  with  the  subject.  Parties 
appear  to  be  fully  arrayed,  and  the  result  is  doubtful. 

Gov.  Gilmer,  who  had  been  nominated  for  con- 
gress in  the  Albemarle  district,  has  declined  being  a 
candidate. 

TENNESSEE. 

Congressional  election.  Gov.  Polk  has  issued  his 
proclamation  for  an  election  of  members  of  congress 
in  Tennessee  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1841. 

KENTUCKY. 

Congressional  election.  The  election  for  mem- 
bers of  congress  to  the  extra  session,  is  to  take 
place  in  Kentucky,  on  the  fourth  Monday,  in  the 
present  month. 

OHIO. 

The  wheat  crops  of  this  state  appear  to  be  very 
large.  The  crop  of  1S39  is  estimated  at  eighteen 
millions  of  bushels.  Estimating  the  home  con- 
sumption at  seven  bushels  to  each  person,  which  is 
a fair  allowance,  considering  the  quantity  of  Indian 
corn  consumed  in  the  state,  and  eight  millions  re- 
main lor  exportation.  The  production  of  wheat 
then  yields  to  the  state,  not  less  than  six  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  its  entire  bread  con- 
sumption. The  production  of  Indian  corn  is  hardly 
less  than  thirty  millions  of  bushels.  An  amount 
which  may  give  an  idea  of  the  vast  number  of  hogs, 
cattle  and  horses  which  are  raised  in  the  west. 

INDIANA. 

Congressional  election.  The  governor  of  Indiana 
has  ordered  the  election  of  members  of  congress  in 
that  state  to  be  held  on  the  3d  day  of  May,  proximo. 

MISSOURI. 

At  the  St.  Louis  city  election,  held  on  the  5th 
inst.  the  whig  candidates  for  mayor,  recorder,  mar- 
shal, &e.  and  a majority  of  the  city  council  were 
elected. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  21st  ult.  sine  die. 
A bill  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  notes  of  a smaller  de- 
nomination than  Jive  dollars,  after  July  1841,  with  a 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  each  infraction.  After 
July  1842,  the  prohibition  will  extend  to  notes  under 
ten  dollars. 

An  issue  ofstate  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  $258,261, 
at  10  per  cent,  and  $12,000  at  seven  per  cent,  has 
been  authorised  for  specific  purposes. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  existence  of  counterfeit 
Indiana  scrip,  said  to  be  very  well  executed. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  legislature  of  this  state,  at  its  present  session, 
passed  a relief  or  stop-law  containing  the  following 
provisions: 

“That  no  real  or  personal  property  shall  hereafter 
be  sold  by  foreclosure  of  mortagage,  on  execution, 
or  upon  process  of  any  court,  until  the  same  shall 
be  appraised  by  disinterested  freeholders. 

“That  no  real  or  personal  property  shall  be  sold 
by  any  officer  unless  the  same  shall  be  bid  off  at 
two-thirds  the  appraised  cash  value  or  more. 


“That  the  creditor,  his  agent  or  attorney,  and  the 
debtor,  his  agent  or  attorney,  may  each  select  one 
appraiser;  if  those  appraisers  cannot  agree,  they 
may  select  a third,  and  if  they  cannot  agree  in  this, 
the  officer  having  the  proceess  is  to  select  the  third. 

“That  there  shall  be  no  redemption  of  any  pro- 
perty sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

“That  the  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage.” 

FLORIDA. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Beaufort  capt.  Peck,  arrived 
yesterday  from  Pilatka.  We  learn  fiom  a passen- 
ger that  on  Monday  last  an  express  had  arrived 
from  Fort  King,  and  stated  that  while  two  soldiers 
were  hunting  on  the  4th  inst.  about  l£  miles  from 
the  fort,  they  were  fired  upon  by  a party  of  seven 
Indians,  and  one  of  the  soldiers  killed.  The  other 
escaped. 

Capt.  Davidson,  with  a detachment  of  troops,  on 
hearing  of  the  murder,  immediately  started  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians,  but  they  had  vanished.  The 
body  of  the  murdered  soldier  was  found. 

Dates  to  the  1st  instant,  have  been  received  from 
St.  Augustine.  The  same  tale  is  told  of  Indians 
coming  in  and  surrendering.  The  News  of  the  1st, 
says: — “A  letter  received  here,  from  an  officer  of 
the  army  at  Tampa  bay,  expresses  the  opinion  that 
there  will  not  be  another  gun  fired  by  the  Indians 
in  Florida.  God  grant  that  it  may  prove  correct, 
but  we  can  scarcely  rely  upon  it  as  yet.  The  ship- 
ment of  from  two  to  three  hundred  Indians  is  con- 
firmed.” The  Herald  of  the  same  date,  states  that 
perhaps  600  Indians  of  all  sorts,  have  surrendered 
or  been  captured,  and  among  them  near  100  war- 
riors. It  adds — “No  impression  appeals  to  have 
been  made  on  the  Creeks,  and  but  little  upon  the 
Seminoles  proper,  of  whom  Hospitakhee  (not  come 
in)  is  the  chief.  Much,  very  much,  therefore,  re- 
mains to  be  accomplished  before  (after  being  so 
often  cheated)  we  can  be  assured  that  our  troubles 
are  over.”  [Balt.  Sun. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  16th  instant, 
says,  “We  have  read  with  much  pain  the  subjoined 
information,  showing  that  the  spirit  of  evil  is  not 
yet  entirely  either  quelled  or  propitiated  among  the 
Indians  in  Florida.  Our  information,  we  are  sorry 
to  say,  leads  us  to  the  belief  that  there  is  a mischie- 
vous influence  at  work  among  certain  persons  in 
Florida  other  than  Indians,  which,  prompted  by 
merely  mercenary  considerations,  counteracts  the 
dispositions  of  the  Indians  for  pacification,  and 
prompts  them  to  keep  up  hostilities  when  they  would 
otherwise  find  their  interest  in  giving  up  their 
arms.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  in  the  reality  ol  con- 
duct so  detestable;  yet  it  is  positively  affirmed  in 
private  letters  received  in  this  city.  We  express 
only  what  we  are  sure  must  be  the  universal  senti- 
ment when  we  say  those  white  savages  are  infinite- 
ly more  criminal  and  more  worthy  of  punishment 
than  the  red  men  whom  they  practice  upon.” 

The  correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Republican 
writes  as  follows  from  Florida,  under  date  of  the  4th 
instant: 

“An  express  has  this  morning  arrived  at  Pilatka 
from  Fort  King,  stating  that  the  Indians  have  ex- 
hibited a hostile  attitude  this  day  within  one  mile  of 
Fort  King.  A party  of  seven  warriors,  suddenly 
emerging  from  the  hammock,  attacked  a small  par- 
ty of  soldiers  who  were  out  hunting,  fired  upon 
them,  and  killed  private  Thompson,  company  H,  2d 
regiment  infantry,  and  another  individual,  a private 
citizen.  This  occurrence  took  place  at  12  M.  A 
detachment  of  the  command  at  Fort  King  immedi- 
ately left  in  pursuit.  Another  item  to  add  to  the 
pleasing  prospect  of  closing  the  war.  These  In- 
dians are  supposed  to  be  of  the  same  party  which 
left  Fort  Clinch  yesterday  about  the  time  the  ex- 
press started  from  that  station  for  Fort  King.  It  is 
now  the  full  of  the  moon,  and  you  may  expect 
shortly  to  insert  in  your  columns  an  article  headed 
“bloody  massacre.” 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  appointed 
at  the  meeting  of  stockholders. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
held  January  4,  1841,  to  examine  the  details  of 
the  statement  then  submilted  by  the  president, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report. 

The  committee  originally  appointed,  consisted  of 
Joshua  Lippincott,  Moses  Kempton,  Charles  Mas- 
sey, Thomas  P.  Cope,  Richard  Willing  and  David 
Kirkpatrick.  The  three  last  named  gentlemen  de- 
clined acting;  and  Edward  Coles,  James  S.  New- 
bold  and  John  Bacon  having  been  selected  to  fill 
the  vacancies,  the  committee  were  finally  organiz- 
ed, by  the  election  of  Joshua  Lippincott  as  chair- 
man, and  George  Sliarswood  as  secretary;  and  on 
the  twentieth-ninth  day  of  January,  commenced 
the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  them. 
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The  committee  were  accommodated  by  the  board 
of  directors,  with  an  apartment  in  the  bank,  and 
were  from  time  to  time,  attended  by  a committee 
of  that  body,  as  well  as  by  the  officers  and  clerks 
of  the  bank.  Every  facility  was  afforded  to  them, 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  labors,  as  far  as  was 
practicable,  by  submitting  to  their  examination, 
the  books  of  the  bank,  and  by  giving  such  verbal 
explanations,  and  furnishing  such  extracts  and  co- 
pies, a3  were  requested.  At  an  early  stage  of  their 
proceedings,  they  were  officially  notified  by  the 
president,  that  a resolution  had  been  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors,  “that  the  committee  of  stock- 
holders be  informed,  that  the  board  is  ready  to 
afford  them  every  facility,  in  the  prosecution  of  any 
investigation,  which  the  committee  may  be  willing 
to  make,  of  the  affairs  and  transactions  of  this 
bank,  and  the  causes  of  its  actual  situation,  and 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  this  board,  that  the  committee 
should  make  such  investigation,  in  order  that  the 
results  may  be  laid  before  the  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders in  April  next.”  Conceiving  it  to  be  their 
duty,  under  the  terms  of  their  original  appoint- 
ment, as  well  as  under  the  invitation  thus  extend- 
ed to  them  by  the  board,  the  committee  accordingly 
commenced  an  examination  of  “the  affairs  and 
transactions  of  the  bank,”  and  “the  causes  of  its 
actual  situation.” 

The  committee  proceeded  in  the  first  instance, 
to  verify  in  detail,  the  statement  of  the  assets  and 
liabilities  of  December  21,  1841.  The  securities 
and  evidences  in  the  possesion  of  the  bank  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, were  accordingly  produced,  and  on  com- 
parison therewith,  the  same  was  found  to  be  cor- 
rect. The  cash  was  counted,  on  the  second  of 
March,  and  corresponded  with  the  leger  balance  of 
that  day.  The  returns  from  the  several  offices  and 
agencies,  were  read  and  found  to  agree  with  the 
printed  statement.  The  accounts  of  the  circula- 
tion and  issues,  of  the  late  and  present  bank,  were 
also  examined. 

The  committee  have  prepared  and  herewith  sub- 
mit a still  more  detailed  statement  of  the  assets  and 
liabilities  of  the  bank,  on  the  twenty- first  day  of 
December,  1840,  than  that  heretofore  presented; 
exhibiting  the  particulars  of  each  item  of  the  ori- 
ginal statement,  in  the  same  order  and  arragement, 
as  is  therein  pursued;  omitting,  however,  the  items 
“Bank  United  States  stock,  balance  unsold,”  and 
the  amount  credited  as  “bonus  for  charter.” 

The  next  object  proposed  was  to  make  a valua- 
tion of  the  assets.  With  this  view  they  proceeded 
to  re-examine  the  items  of  active  and  suspended 
debt,  stocks,  real  estate,  bonds  and  mortgages,  fo- 
reign bills  of  exchange,  and  amounts  due  by  state 
banks.  The  president  of  the  bank  .was  also  re- 
quested to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  probable  loss, 
on  the  assets  at  the  different  offices  and  agencies: 
returns  from  all  of  which  have  accordingly  been 
received.  The  estimates  thus  made  are  presented 
in  a column,  added  to  the  detailed  statement,  now’ 
submitted  and  before  referred  to,  (appendix  A). 

The  attempt  to  make  an  estimate  of  probable 
losses,  was  found  to  be  attended  with  considerable 
difficulty  and  embarrassment.  To  adopt  the  pre- 
sent depressed  market  value  of  the  several  stocks 
and  loans  held  by  the  bank,  would  not  be  a fair 
criterion  of  their  actual  worth,  which,  rather  than 
their  present  availability,  was  that  at  which  the 
committee  endeavored  to  arrive  Still  they  have 
been  necessarily  guided,  in  a great  measure,  by  the 
price  current  of  the  day.  Of  the  real  estate  and 
bonds  and  mortgages,  a very  imperfect  judgment 
could  be  formed,  without  inquiries  as  to  the  title 
and  incumbrances,  which  the  committee  had  not 
time  to  make.  Many  of  the  securities  are  of  a i 
character  to  render  it  almost  impracticable  to  form 
even  a reasonable  conjecture  of  their  value.  While! 
therefore  the  committee  bespeak  for  this  portion  of 
their  labors  (hat  regard,  which  is  due  to  an  honest 
effort,  from  the  best  means  within  their  reach,  to 
arrive  at  the  truth,  they  must  be  permitted  to  quali- 
fy it  with  the  remark,  that  it  is  necessarily  only  an 
approximation,  in  which  they  cannot  ask  the  stock- 
holders to  place  entire  confidence.  The  ability  of 
the  institution  to  realize  any  thing  like  a fair  equi- 
valent for  its  assets,  will  depend  much  upon  the 
course  of  policy  it  may  in  future  pursue,  and  upon 
circumstances  which  no  one  can  be  expected  to 
foresee.  The  estimate  is  presented  however  with 
less  reluctance,  as  from  the  details  now’  given,  each 
stockholder  will  be  able  to  form  a judgment  for 
himself. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  it  has  been 
thought  best  by  a majority  of  the  committee,  not  to 
submit  the  lists  in  detail  of  the  active  and  suspend- 
ed debt.  The  injury  which  would  result  to  the 
credit  of  individuals  by  such  an  exposition,  might 
ultimately  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
stockholders,  while  no  benefit  of  sufficient  impor- 1 
tance  to  counterbalance  such  a mischief,  appeared! 


to  present  itself.  In  regard  to  these  two  lines,  the  | 
commmittee  will  content  themselves  with  remark- 
ing, that  but  a small  proportion  consists  of  regular 
mercantile  discounts.  On  the  active  debt,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1840,  are  loans  to  seven  incorporated  or 
other  companies  of  1,211,193  dollars  22  cents,  in- 
cluding one  of  502,222  dollars  22  cents,  to  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  rail  road 
company.  The  sum  of  740,056  dollars  33  cents, 
is  on  obligations,  having  on  that  day  more  than  six 
months  to  run,  and  of  this  sum  597,028  dollars  5 
cents,  had  more  than  twelve  months  to  run.  The 
sum  of  279,888  dollars  41  cents,  a part  of  this  line 
entered  as  “bills  receivable,”  being  nominally  paya- 
ble on  demand,  though  really  composed  of  perma- 
nent accommodations,  is  not  included  in  either  of 
these  amounts.  Nor  is  the  sum  of  66,800  dollars 
86  cents,  “bills  receivable  for  sale  of  offices.”  A 
considerable  part  of  it  is  in  large  amounts,  as  will 
sufficiently  appear  from  the  fact,  that  forty-eight 
individuals,  firms  and  companies,  have  discounts 
exceeding  20,000  dollars  each,  of  whom  twenty- 
seven  have  discounts  exceeding  50,000  dollars  each, 
and  nine  exceeding  100,000  each. 

A similar  examination  of  the  suspended  debt  ex- 
hibits as  the  result  fifty-two  individuals,  firms  and 
companies,  standing  charged  on  the  books  of  that 
department,  with  more  than  20,000  dollars  each, 
twenty-nine  with  more  than  50.000  dollars  each, 
and  eighteen  with  more  than  100,000  dollars  each. 
There  are  six  individuals  and  firms  whose  debts 
amount  to  2,314,000  dollars,  two  of  which  are  over 
650,000  dollars  each,  a large  amount  of  which  will 
be  lost;  and  four  others,  who  have  loans  amounting 
to  569,000  dollars.  Eleven  joint  stock  companies 
are  indebted  on  this  list  807,581  dollars  22  cents, 
of  which  the  Philadelphia  and  Germantown  rail 
road  company  is  129,902  dollars  76  cents. 

The  whole  result  of  the  valuation  made  by  the 
committee,  may  be  thus  stated  in  short: 

The  assets  of  the  bank,  amounting  on*the  21st 
day  ot  December,  1840,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  committee,  to  69,531,742  dollars  46  cents, 
have  been  estimated  at  $51,779,795  46 

From  which  deduct  liabilities  36,959,539  63 


Leaves  the  sum  of 

to  represent  the  capital  of 
Less  amount  of  Bank  of  United 
States  stock  on  hand 


$14,820,256  11 


$35,000,000  00 
2,471,400  00 


$32,528,600  ()0 

To  this  may  be  added  the  sum  of  four  or  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  that  part  of  the  cir- 
culation, amounting  on  the  twenty-first  of  Decem- 
ber, 1840,  to  9,336,000  dollars  90  cents,  which  is 
probably  lost  or  destroyed. 

The  committee  submit  also  herewith,  condensed 
general  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  on 
the  first  day  of  February,  1836,  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1839,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1841;  with 
a comparative  table  of  assets  arid  liabilities,  for 
these  three  periods,  and  also  a general  statement  of 
April  1,  1841.  (Appendix  B.  C.  D.  E.  and  F.) 

The  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  February  1,  1836,  is  a copy  of  that  submitted 
to  the  stockholders  convened  at  the  bank,  upon  the 
nineteenth  day  ol  that  month,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  propriety  of  accepting  the  charter, 
then  recently  granted  by  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. By  that  statement,  showing  the  condition 
of  the  institution,  after  a period  of  active  business 
extending  over  twenty  years,  and  including  more 
than  one  period  of  serious  commercial  difficulty, 
there  ap.peared  to  the  credit  of  discount,  exchange, 
and  interest,  $423,875  15 

Profit  and  loss,  3,765,399  54 

Contingent  fund,  exceeding  the  losses 
chargeable  thereto,  by  the  sum  of  1,436,561  65 

Foreign  exchange  account  847,871  03 

Fund  for  extinguishing  cost  of  bank- 
ing houses  1,104,223  09 


Contingent  interest 


440,854  14 


$8,018,784  60 

These  sums,  after  deducting  the  amount 

of  deficiencies  and  expenses,  217,194  22 

formed  lire  surplus  funds  of  the  institu- 
tion $7,801,590  38 

from  which  it  will  be  recollected,  it  was  strongly 
urged  upon  the  stockholders,  as  the  main  argument 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  charter  then  offered,  and 
after  making  the  most  liberal  allowance  for  proba- 
ble losses  on  the  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,  the 
entire  bonus  could  be  paid,  without  in  the  least  de- 
gree impairing  the  capital. 

The  origin  of  the  course  of  policy,  which  has  con- 
ducted to  the  present  situation  ol  the  affairs  of  the 


institution,  dates,  however,  beyond  the  period  of  the 
recharter  by  the  state.  When  it  was  perceived  that 
the  charter  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States 
would  not  be  renewed  or  extended  by  congress,  the 
president  and  directors  commenced  winding  up  its 
concerns,  and  among  the  first  measures  taken  to 
that  end,  was  to  sell  or  dispose  of,  as  far  and  as 
speedily  as  could  be  effected,  the  assets  of  its  seve- 
ral branches.  This  was  generally  done  to  state 
banks,  who  gave  for  them  their  obligations,  payable 
by  instalments  at  distant  periods.  At  the  same 
time,  the  policy  was  adopted  of  converting  the  ac- 
tive debt  into  loans  upon  the  securily  of  stocks,  by 
which  permanent  investments  might  be  provided 
for  the  capital  of  the  bank  during  the  long  period  of 
its  anticipated  liquidation.  On  the  6th  of  March, 
1835,  “the  president  submitted  to  the  board,  a ge- 
neral view  of  the  situation  of  the  bank,  its  means 
and  liabilities,  its  circulation  and  deposites,  and  the 
probable  future  demands  upon  it,  showing  its  am- 
ple resources  and  power  ol  expansion:  whereupon” 
the  committee  of  exchange,  which  was  composed 
of'three  directors,  appointed  by  the  president,  were 
authorised  by  the  board  “to  make  loans  on  the  se- 
curity of  the  stock  of  thi3  bank,  or  other  approved 
security,  and  if  neeessary,  at  a lower  rate  than  six, 
but  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  per  annum.” 

This  delegation  of  power  to  the  exchange  com- 
mittee, was  never  expressly  and  formally  renewed 
under  the  new  charter,  unless  it  be  considered  as  in- 
cluded under  a general  resolution  of  the  new  board 
adopting  “the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations”  of 
the  former  bank.  By  the  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  bank  upon  the  2d  of  March,  1835,  the 
whole  amount  of  loans  upon  bank  stock,  and  other 
than  personal  security,  was  4,797,936  dollars  55 
cents,  while  by  that  of  March  3,  1S36,  these  loans 
had  increased  to  the  sum  of  20,446,367  dollars  88 
cent3.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  active  means 
of  the  bank  were  comparatively  small,  to  pay  the 
immediate  demand  of  the  stale  for  the  bonus,  to 
settle  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  for 
its  stock,  and  to  meet  its  circulation  of  20,113,227 
dollars  56  cents,  which,  contrary  to  the  anticipa- 
tion, expressed  at  the  period  of  its  re-charter,  soon 
began  to  be  rapidly  presented  for  redemption.  The 
bank  was  of  necessity  driven  into  the  market  as 
borrowers,  and  very  soon  the  first  step  was  taken  to 
obtain  loans  abroad,  by  sending  the  cashier  to  Eu- 
rope for  that  purpose.  Two  loans  were  according- 
ly negociated  by  him:  one  in  England,  of  1,000,000 
pounds  sterling,  and  anotherin  France, of  12,500,000 
francs,  on  favorable  term3. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  these  loans 
and  to  negociate  others,  and  in  general  to  superin- 
tend the  interests  of  the  institution  abroad,  it  was 
determined  by  the  board  to  have  a general  agent 
residing  in  London,  and  on  the  22d  of  September, 
Mr.  Samuel  Jaudon,  then  cashier,  was  elected  to 
that  post,  and  his  agency  there  commenced  accord- 
ingly, November  8,  1837. 

At  the  same  time,  the  bank  entered  the  foreign 
and  domestic  markets  as  borrowers,  upon  their  post 
notes  and  bonds  payable  in  Europe:  the  whole 
amount  obtained  in  this  way  at  different  periods  up 
to  July,  1840,  being  more  than  twenty-three  mil- 
lions. 

From  these  causes,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
derangement  of  affairs,  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  the  discredit  consequently  thrown 
upon  American  securities,  and  more  particularly 
from  the  course  of  the  bank's  dealing  in. foreign  ex- 
change, by  drawing  bills  to  a large  amount  without 
having  previously  provided  the  funds  for  their  pay- 
ment, and  thus  subjecting  their  agent  in  London, 
to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  money  in  haste,  in  or- 
der to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  bank,  it  was  no 
longer  found  possible  to  command  funds  there  upon 
the  same  favorable  terras  as  before.  And  accord- 
ingly, upon  Mr.  Jaudon’s  subsequent  negociations 
for  loans,  to  the  amount  altogether  of  $12,212,697 
46  cents,  there  is  chargeable  to  losses  the  sum  of 
1.149,907  dollars  4 cents,  being  for  discount,  com- 
missions to  foreign  bankers,  and  other  charges;  not 
including  Mr.  Jaudon’s  own  commissions,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  agency  in  London  amounting  up  to 
January  1,  1841,  to  the  sum  of  69,344  pounds  17 
shillings  6 pence  sterling,  which  at  nine  per  cent, 
exchange  is  equal  to  335,937  dollars  39  cents. 

It  may  be  proper  to  explain  in  passing,  how  this 
large  sum  for  the  expenses  of  the  agency  at  London 
arises.  When  Mr.  Jaudon  was  elected  to  the  place 
of  foreign  agent,  lie  was  the  principal  cashier,  at  a 
salary  of  7,000  dollars  per  annum.  The  bank  paid 
the  los9  on  (tie  sale  of  his  furniture,  5,074  dollars, 
and  the  passage  of  himself  and  family  to  London,  a 
further  sum  of  1,015  dollars.  He  was  to  devote 
himself  exclusively  to  the  business  of  the  bank,  to 
negotiate  an  uncovered  credit  in  England,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  then  existing  debt  in  Europe,  to  receive 
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its  funds,  to  pay  its  bills  and  dividends,  to  effect 
sales  of  stocks,  and  generally  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  bank  and  “the  country  at  large.”  For  these 
services  he  was  to  receive  the  commission  therefore 
charged  and  allowed  to  Baring,  Brothers  & Compa- 
ny, equal  to  about  28,000  dollars  per  annum.  In 
addition  to  which,  the  expenses  of  the  agency 
were  allowed  him,  including  a salary  of  1,000  pounds 
sterling  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Chares  B.  Jaudon,  as 
his  principal  clerk.  From  the  increase  of  money 
operations,  arising  from  facilities  atforded  by  the 
agency,  the  amount  upon  which  commissions  were 
charged  was  greatly  augmented,  so  that  the  sums 
paid  him  for  his  country  services  up  to  January, 
1841,  amounted  at  nine  per  cent,  exchange  to 
178,044  dollars  47  cents,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
agency  to  35,166  dollars  99  cents. 

In  addition  to  these  sums,  he  was  allowed  by  the 
exchange  committee,  an  extra  commission  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  a loan  effected  in  October,  1839,  of 
800,000  pounds,  sav  $38,755  56,  and  upon  his 
claim  for  a similar  commission,  upon  subsequent 
loans  in  France  and  Holland,  to  the  amount  of 
$S, 337, 141  90,  the  board  of  directors,  under  the 
sanction  of  a legal  opinion,  from  counsel  of  high 
standing,  and  the  views  of  the  former  president,  by 
whom  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Jaudon  was  made, 
that  the  case’of  extraordinary  loans  was  not  antici- 
pated, nor  meant  to  be  included  in  the  original  ar- 
rangement, allowed  the  further  charge  of  $83,970  37. 
These  several  sums  amount  to  $335,937  39,  as  be- 
fore stated. 

Such  were  some  of  the  results  of  the  resolution 
of  March,  1S35,  though  it  cannot  be  questioned,  that 
much  may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  unhappy  situa- 
tion of  the  business  and  exchanges  of  the  country, 
concurring  with  the  unfortunate  policy  pursued  by 
the  administration  of  the  bank.  Thus  the  institu- 
tion has  gone  on  to  increase  its  indebtedness  abroad, 
until  it  has  now  more  money  borrowed  in  Europe, 
than  it  has  on  loan  on  its  list  of  active  debt  in  Ame- 
rica. To  this  has  been  superadded,  extensive  deal- 
ing in  stocks,  and  a continuation  of  the  policy  of 
loaning  upon  stock  securities,  though  it  was  evi- 
dently proper  upon  the  recharter,  that  such  a policy 
should  be  at  once  and  entirely  abandoned.  Such 
indeed  was  its  avowed  purpose,  yet  one  year  after- 
wards, in.  March,  1837,  its  loans  on  slocks  and  other 
than  personal  security  had  increased  $7,821,541, 
while  the  bills  discounted  on  personal  security,  and 
domestic  exchange,  had  suffered  a diminution  of 
$9,516,463  78. 

It  seems  to  have  been  sufficient,  to  obtain  money 
on  loan,  to  pledge  the  stock  of  an  “incorporated 
company,”  however  remote  its  operation  or  uncer- 
tain its  prospects.  Many  large  loans,  originally 
made  on  a pledge  of  stocks,  were  paid  for  in  the 
same  kind  of  property,  and  that  too  at  par,  when  in 
many  instances  they  had  become  depreciated  in 
value.  It  is  very  evident  to  the  committee,  that 
several  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  were  themselves 
engaged  in  large  operations  in  stocks  and  specula- 
tions, of  a similar  character,  with  funds  obtained 
of  the  bank,  and  at  the  same  time  loans  w'ere  made 
to  the  companies  in  .which  they  were  interested, 
and  to  others  engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  opera- 
tions, in  amounts  greatly  disproportionate  to  the 
means  of  the  parties,  or  to  their  proper  and  legiti- 
mate wants  and  dealings.  The  effect  of  this  system, 
was  to  monopolise  the  active  means  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  disable  it  from  aiding  and  accommodating 
men  engaged  in  business  really  productive  and  use- 
ful to  the  community;  and  as  might  hare  been  anti- 
cipated, a large  part  of  the  sums  thus  loaned  were 
ultimately  lost,  or  the  bank  compelled,  on  disadvan- 
tageous terms  as  to  price,  to  take  in  payment  stocks, 
back  lands  and  other  fragments  of  the  estates  of 
great  speculators. 

The  loose  and  irregular  manner,  in  which  the  bu- 
siness of  loaning  money  was  conducted,  tended 
greatly  to  produce  this  result,  and  deserves  particu- 
lar notice  and  explanation.  From  March,  1835, 
the  period  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  above 
referred  to,  the  chief  control  and  management  of  the 
affairs  ot  the  institution,  appears  to  have  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  directors.  The  mode  in  which 
the  committee  of  exchange  transacted  their  busi- 
ness, shows  that  there  really  existed  no  check  what- 
ever upon  the  officers,  and  that  the  funds  of  the 
bank  were  almost  entirely  at  their  disposition.  That 
committee  met  daily,  and  were  attended  by  the  ca- 
shier, and  at  times  by  the  president.  They  exer- 
cised the  power  of  making  loans  and  settlements, 
to  full  as  great  an  extent  as  the  board  itself.  They 
kept  no  minutes  of  their  proceeding — no  book  in 
which  the  loans  made,  and  business  done,  were  en- 
tered, but  their  decisions  and  directions,  were  given 
verbally  to  the  officers,  to  be  by  them  carried  into 
execution.  The  established  course  of  business 
seems  to  have  been,  for  the  first  teller  to  pay  on 
presentation  at  the  counter,  all  checks,  notes,  or  due 


bills  having  indorsed  the  order  or  the  initials  of  one 
of  the  cashiers,  and  to  place  these  as  vouchers  in 
his  drawer,  for  so  much  cash,  where  they  remained, 
until  just  before  the  regular  periodical  counting  of 
the  cash,  by  the  standing  committee  of  the  board 
on  the  state  of  the  bank.  These  vouchers  were 
then  taken  out,  and  entered  as  “bills  receivable,  in 
a small  memorandum  book,  under  the  charge  of  one 
of  the  clerks.  These  bills  were  not  discounted,  but 
bore  interest  payablesemi-annually,and  were  secur- 
ed by  a pledge  ofstock,  or  some  other  kind  of  proper- 
ty. It  is  evidently  impossible,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  ascertain,  or  be  assured,  in  regard  to  any 
partilar  loan  or  settlement,  that  it  was  sanctioned  by 
a majority  of  the  exchange  committee.  It  can  be 
said,  however,  with  entire  certainty,  that  the  very 
large  business  transacted  in  this  way,  does  not  ap- 
pear upon  the  face  of  the  discount  books,  was  never 
submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  members  of 
the  board,  at  its  regular  meetings,  nor  is  it  any 
where  entered  on  the  minutes,  as  having  been  re- 
ported to  that  body,  for  their  information  or  appro- 
bation. As  illustrative  of  the  extent  of  these  trans- 
actions, it  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  thesurn  total 
of  “bills  receivable” 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1836,  was  $6,221,660  85 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  8,183,445  01 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1838,  7,229,503  25 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1839,  6,772,733  80 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1840,  4,041,705  84 

The  amount  outstanding  on  the  books  of  this  de- 
partment, on  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  had  become 
reduced  to  the  sum  of  176,954  dollars  12  cents. 
The  accounts  have  been  settled  in  various  ways, 
op  transferred  to  other  heads,  the  department  hav- 
ing resolved  to  abolish  altogether  a course  of  pro- 
ceeding, so  pregnant  with  mischief  and  loss,  and 
to  prohibit  entirely,  all  loans  except  by  the  board 
itself. 

There  stands  now  upon  the  books  of  the  suspend- 
ed debt  department,  transferred  thereto  from  “bills 
receivable,”  still  unsettled  1,470,651  dollars  77 
cents.  A portion  is  on  the  list  of  active  debt  having 
been  changed  into  bilis  discounted,  at  deferred  pe- 
riods of  maturity. 

These  loan3  were  generally  in  large  amounts.  In 
the  list  of  debtors  on  “bills  receivable”- of  the  first 
of  January  1837,  twenty-one  individuals,  firms  and 
companies,  stand  charged,  each  with  an  amount  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  upwards.  One 
firm  of  this  city  received  accommodations  of  this 
kind  between  August  1835  and  November  1837  to 
the  extent  of  4,213,878  dollars  30  cents,  more  than 
half  of  which  was  obtained  in  1837.  The  officers 
of  the  bank  themselves  received  in  this  way,  loans 
to  a large  amount.  In  March  1836,  when  the  bank 
went  into  operation,  under  its  new  charter,  Mr. 
Samuel  Jaudon,  then  elected  its  principal  cashier, 
was  indebted  to  it,  100,500  dollars.  When  he  re- 
signed the  situation  of  cashier,  and  was  appointed 
foreign  agent,  he  was  in  debt  408,389  dollars  25 
cents,  and  on  the  first  of  March  1841,  he  still  stood 
charged  with  an  indebtedness  of  117,500  dollars. 
Mr.  John  Andrews,  first  assistant  cashier,  was  in- 
debted to  the  bank  in  March  1836,  104,000  dollars. 
Bjr  subsequent  loans  and  advances  made  during  the 
next  three  years,  he  received  in  all,  the  sum  of 
426,930  dollars  67  cents.  Mr.  Joseph  Cowperth- 
waite,  then  second  assistant  cashier,  was  in  debt  to 
the  bank  in  March  1836,  1 15,000  dollars;  when  he 
was  appointed  cashier  in  September  1837,  326,382 
dollars  50  cents;  when  he  resigned,  and  was  elect- 
ed a director  by  the  board,  in  June  1840,  72,860 
dollars,  and  he  stands  charged  March  3,  1341,  on 
the  books  with  the  sum  of  55,0S1  dollars  95  cents. 
It  appears  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  that  these 
three  gentlemen,  were  engaged  in  making  invest- 
ments on  their  joint  accounts,  in  the  stock  and  loan 
of  the  Camden  and  Woodbury  rail  road  company, 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  rail  road 
company,  Dauphin  and  Lycoming  coal  lands,  and 
Grand  Gulf  rail  road  and  banking  company. 

The  various  settlements  effected  with  the  officers 
and  other  debtors  for  these  irregular  loans,  must  not 
be  suffered  to  pass  without  notice.  These  settle- 
ments were  without  the  knowledge  or  approbation 
of  the  board,  at  least  so  far  as  appears  from  their 
minutes.  The  large  loan  to  a firm  in  this  city,  be- 
fore adverted  to,  was  settled  by  the  receipt  in  pay- 
ment of  various  stocks  and  real  estate,  except  224,264 
dollars  51' cents,  in  cash.  Another  large  amount  of 
loans  to  a single  individual  of  1,014,977  dollars  80 
cents,  was  settled  in  like  manner. 

There  wa3  taken  in  settlement  ot  debt  from 
Messrs.  Bevan  & Humphreys,  (Mr.  Joseph  Cabot, 
one  of  that  firm,  being  at  the  time  a directorof  the 
bank)  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of 
United  States  bank  stock,  in  1S38,  viz: — On  the  2d 
of  August,  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  at  123 
dollars,  the  bank  selling  on  the  same  day  at  120, 
less  brokerage:  on  the  22d  of  August,  five  hundred 


shares,  and  on  the  23d  of  August,  four  hundred 
shares  at  125  dollars,  the  market  price  on  those  two 
days  being  123  dollars  25  cents,  the  bank  selling  the 
day  after  at  123,  less  brokerage.  Settlements  of  a 
similar  character  with  debtors  for  smaller  amounts, 
were  of  frequent  recurrence. 

The  first  instance  in  which  an  officer  paid  his 
debt  to  the  bank  in  other  than  moneys  which  the 
committee  can  find,  was  in  March  1838,  when  Mr. 
Samuel  Jaudon  (then  in  London  as  the  agent  of  the 
bank),  Mr.  Joseph  Cowperth waite,  (then  cashier), 
and  Mr.  John  Andrews,  (then  first  assistant  ca- 
shier), paid  a debt  of  269,500  dollars,  which  they 
owed  the  bank  on  joint  account,  in  Danville  and 
Pottsville  rail  road  company  five  per  cent. 


loan,  70,000 

Union  canal  six  per  cent,  loan,  10,000 

Philadelphia  and  Reading  iail  road  com- 
pany stock,  3,590  shares,  179,500 

West  Feliciana  rail  road  company  stock, 

100  shares,  10,000 


$269,500 

Of  course,  the  committee  cannot  say,  that  the 
exchange  committee  did  or  did  not  authorise,  or 
sanction  this  settlement.  The  paper  which  consti- 
tutes the  only  evidence  of  it,  and  which  the  com- 
mittee have  seen  exhibits  no  sign  of  such  autho- 
rity or  approbation,  other  than  the  initials  of  Mr. 
Andrews  himself. 

Of  the  residue  of  the  large  debt  of  Mr.  Andrews 
of  463,104  dollars  88  cents,  which  includes  his  one- 
third  proportion  of  the  foregoing  sum  of  269,500  dol- 
lars, all  except  31,311  dollars  55  cents  was  settled 
by  the  transfer  of  stocks  and  loans. 

An  account  of  the  settlement  with  Messrs.  Jau- 
don, Cowperthwaite  and  Andrews,  accompanies  a 
report  made  by  the  exchange  committee,  to  the 
board  on  the  21st  of  August,  1840.  That  commit- 
tee remark  in  their  report,  “your  committee  are  un- 
able to  say,  if  any  authority  was  given  by  the  board 
under  the  charter  from  congress,  but  are  very  cer- 
tain that  the  boards,  under  the  present  charter,  have 
never  sanctioned  such  loans  or  settlements,  and 
they  cannot  too  strongly  condemn  such  acts.  The 
power  of  making  loans  and  settlements  must  be  re- 
served to  the  board,  while  the  officers  must  be  con- 
tent with  being  the  executive  of  its  decisions.” 

The  accounts  of  these  officers  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted, together  with  some  others.  [Appendix  G ] 

In  order  to  inform  the  stockholders,  not  only  of 
the  character  of  the  assets,  but  of  the  mode  by 
which  they  came  into  the  possession  of  the  bank, 
there  is  attached  to  this  report,  a statement  show- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  stocks  on  hand  at  the  bank, 
the  amount  taken  in  settlement  of  debt,  purchased 
or  subscribed,  and  a list  of  the  stocks  in  possession 
April  1,  1839.  (Appendix  H.  I.)  Of  the  whole 
amount  of  stocks  and  loans,  which  the  bank  has 
received  since  its  recharter,  including  those  since 
disposed  of,  it  appears,  that  more  than  thirty-one 
millions  of  dollars  have  been  taken  in  settlement  of 
debts  and  advances. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  attention 
of  the  committee  has  been  directed  to  certain  ac- 
counts, which  appear  on  the  books  as  “advances  on 
merchandise,”  but  which  were,  in  fact,  payments 
for  cotton,  tobacco  and  other  produce,  purchased 
by  the  direction  of  the  then  president,  Mr.  Nicholas 
Biddle,  and  shipped  to  Europe  on  account  to  him- 
self and  others.  These  accounts  were  kept  by  a 
clerk  in  the  foreign  exchange  department,  this  de- 
partment being  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Cowpeth- 
waite,  until  September  22,  1837,  when  he  was 
elected  cashier,  and  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dunlap,  until 
March,  20,  1840,  when  he  was  chosen  president. 

The  original  documents,  necessary  to  enable  the 
committee  to  arrive  at  all  the  facts  in  relation  to 
these  transactions,  were  not  accessible,  having  been 
retained,  as  was  supposed,  by  the  parties  interested, 
as  private  papers.  A succinct  view  of  the  whole 
matter,  sufficient  to  convey  to  the  stockholders  a 
general  idea  of  its  character,  may  be  drawn  from 
the  report  of  a committee  of  the  board  of  directors, 
appointed  on  the  21st  July,  1840,  for  the  purpose  of 
adjusting  arid  settling  these  accounts,  and  who  re- 
ported on  the  21st  of  December,  1840,  which  report 
with  the  accompanying  accounts,  is  spread  at  large 
upon  the  minutes. 

The  first  transactions  were  in  July,  1S37,  and 
appear  as  advances,  to  A.  G.  Jaudon,  to  purchase 
cotton  for  shipment  to  Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  of 
Liverpool,  the  proceeds  to  be  remitted  to  their 
house  in  London,  then  acting  as  the  agents  of  the 
bank.  The  amount  of  these  shipments  was  2,1S2,998 
dollars  28  cents.  The  proceeds  were  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  bank,  and  the  account  appears  to  be 
balanced.  The  results,  a=  to  the  profit  and  loss,  do 
not  appear,  and  the  committee  had  no  means  of 
ascertaining  them,  nor  the  names  of  the  parties  in- 
terested. 
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In  the  autumn  of  1837,  when  the  second  of  these 
transactions  commenced.it  will  be  recollected,  that 
Mr.  Samuel  Jaudon  had  been  appointed  the  agent 
of  the  bank  to  reside  in  London.  About  the  same 
time,  a co-partnership  was  formed  between  Mr. 
Mav  Humphreys,  then  a director  of  the  bank,  and 
a son  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  under  the  firm  of  Bid- 
dle and  Humphreys.  This  house  was  established 
at  Liverpool,  and  thenceforward  acted  as  agents 
for  the  sale  of  the  produce  shipped  to  that  place, 
-which  comprised  a large  proportion  of  the  whole 


Tn  explanation  of  these  proceedings,  the  commit- 
tee annex  to  their  report  a copy  of  a letter  dated 
Philadelphia,  December  28.  1840,  to  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  bank,  from  Mr.  Joseph  Cabot, 
one  of  the  firm  of  Bevan  and  Humphreys,  and  who 
became  a director  at  the  election  in  January,  1838. 
This  letter  was  read  to  the  board,  December  29, 
1840,  but  was  not  inserted  on  the  minutes.  (Ap- 
pendix K). 

This  arrangement  continued  during  the  year  1837, 
1838  and  1839,  the  transactions  of  which  amount- 
ed to  8,969,450  dollars  95  cents.  The  shipments 
were  made  principally  to  Biddle  and  Humphreys, 
were  paid  for  by  drafts  on  Bevan  and  Humphreys — 
the  funds  advanced  by  the  bank,  and  the  proceeds 
remitted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Jaudon,  agent  of  the  bank 


in  London.  . . . . _ _ 

It  appears  that  there  was  paid  to  Messrs.  Bevan 
&,  Humphreys  by  the  bank  in  Philadelphia  during 
the  months  of  March,  April  and  May,  1839,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  the  ac- 
count was  thus  balanced.  The  committee  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  this  sum  constitued  a part  or 
perhaps  the  whole  of  the  profits  derived  from  the 
second  series  of  shipments.  How,  and  among  whom, 
it  was  distributed,  they  have  not  been  informed, 
but  from  the  terms  of  the  final  settlement  to  be  ad- 
verted to  presently,  each  one  will  be  at  liberty  to 
make  his  own  inferences. 

The  third  and  last  account,  amounting  to  3,241,042 
dollars  83  cents,  appears  on  the  books,  as  “bills  on 
London,  advances  S.V.S.  W.”  These  letters  stand 
for  the  name  of  S.  V.  S.  Wilder,  of  New  York. — 


Messrs.  Humphreys  &.  Biddle  to  whom  these  con- 
signments were  made,  continued  their  accounts  in 
the  name  of  Bevan  & Humphreys,  but  without  the 
knowledge  of  that  firm,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Cabot’s 
letter  of  December  28,  1840.  The  result  of  these 
last  shipments,  was  a los3  of  962,524  dollars  13  cts. 
Of  this  amount  the  sum  of  553,908  dollars  57  cents 
was  for  excess  of  payments  by  Messrs.  Humphreys 
& Biddle  to  the  London  agency,  beyond  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale,  with  interest  thereon.  The  parlies 
interested,  claimed  and  were  allowed  a deduction 
for  loss  on  526,000  dollars  of  southern  funds,  used 
in  the  purchase  of  cotton,  when  at  a discount,  the 
sum  of  310,071  dollars  30  cents,  and  also  this  sum, 
being  banker’s  commission  to  Messrs.  Humphreys 
& Biddle  on  advances  to  Samuel  Jaudon,  agent, 
21,061  dollars  86  cents,  making  331,133  dollars  16 
cents,  and  leaving  to  be  settled  by  the  parties  the 
sum  of  631,390  dollars  97  cents. 

Before  proceeding  to  state  the  particulars  of  this 
settlement,  it  will  be  proper  to  precede  it  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  committee  of  the  directors,  by  whom 
it  was  etfeccted.  They  say:  “A  long  and  difficult 
negotiation  has  resulted  in  the  settlement  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  balance,  and  an  agreement  for  the 
settlement  of  the  remaining  fourth.  The  payment 
of  half  the  amount,  and  the  agreement  forone-lourth, 
aie  neither  of  them  such  as  the  committee  labored 
to  obtain:  yet  the  terms  are  better  than  at  one  period 
of  the  negotiation  they  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected and  although  unsatisfactory  in  themselves, 
are  acceptable  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 


the  case.” 

The  settlement  reported  to  the  board  on  the  21st 
of  December,  1840,  was  as  follows: 

With  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  for  one-half 


amounting  with  interest  to  $321,220  13 

For  which  there  was  receivd  from  him 


in  payment,  three  bonds  of  the  re- 
public of  Texas,  for  five  thousand 
dollars  each,  and  an  order  on  gen. 

Jas.  Hamilton,  then  in  London,  to 
deliver  to  the  cashier,  or  his  order, 
a bond  of  the  republic  of  Texas, 
payable  in  London,  for  £10,126 
13s.  4 d.  and  also  ninety  bonds  of  the 
same,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  each;  these  with  interest 
due  and  exchange,  according  to  a 
calculation  made  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Jaudon,  amount  to  201,642  20 


Leaving  a balance  of  $119,577  93 

For  this  balance  Mr.  Biddle  agreed  to  deliver  to 
the  bank  within  one  month,  Texas  bonds,  and  on 
the  delivery  of  the  last  mentioned. bonds,  the  bank 


agreed  to  give  him  a full  discharge  from  its  claim 
on  him  for  his  share  of  the  loss  on  these  operations. 
This  contract  has  been  performed.  The  committee 
of  the  board  say  in  reference  to  this  settlement — 
“Aware  that  the  Texian  securities  were  much  be- 
low par  in  the  market,  the  committee  reluctantly 
agreed  to  the  settlement,  under  the  belief  that  a 
better  arrangement  for  the  bank  could  not  be,  (at 
least  amicably)  effected,  and  in  the  hope  founded  on 
general  information,  that  the  bonds  might  at  a 
distant  day,  be  disposed  of  without  serious  loss.” 
The  committee  also  settled  with  Mr.  Joseph  Cow- 
perthwaite,  for  oneefourth  of  the 
loss,  $157,847  74 


For  which  was  received  in  payment 
Mr.  Cowperthwaite’s  share  in  cer- 
tain Dauphin  county  coal  land, 
which  cost  $120,000,  less  a mort- 
gage thereon  of  $10,000  $110,000 

Land  in  Cataraugus  county.  New  York, 

which  cost,  5,000 

Land  in  Lycoming  county,  Wiskonsan 
and  Michigan,  20,000 

Boston  and  Illinois  land  company  stock, 
seventeen  shares  par,  17,000 

Commercial  and  Rail  Road  bank  of 

Vicksburg,  350  shares  par,  35,000 

Planters’  bank  of  Mississippi,  59  shares 

par,  5,900 

West  Feliciana  bank,  100  shares  par,  10,000 

Germantown  and  Norristown  rail  road 
company,  500  shares  par,  25,000 

Camden  and  Woodbury  rail  road  com- 
pany, 100  shares  par,  5,000 

Loan  of  Camden  and  Woodbury  rail  road 
company,  ' 12,000 


And  a cash  payment,  the  committee  say 
of  “about”  16,000 

Making  altogether,  $263,900 


The  committee  state,  in  reference  to  their  settle- 
ment with  Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  that  it  was  made 
on  the  ground,  that  “with  the  exception  of  a lew 
thousand  dollars  retained  to  pay  other  debts,  the 
agreement  comprised  all  his  remaining  property.” 
The  committee  also  settled  with  Mr. 

S.  V.  S.  Wilder  the  remaining  one- 
fourlb,  amounting  with  interest  to  $161,793  33 
For  the  purpose  of  enabling  Mr.  Wil- 
der to  settle  this  amount  in  cash, 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  N. 

York,  loaned  to  him  the  sum  of 
$112,000  on  the  security  of 

1.  Real  estate  at  Green  Hill,  Phila- 
delphia county,  $20,000 

2.  Five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  “iron  land” 
and  two  furnances  in  Co- 
lumbia county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  operation  and 
producing  a rent  equal  to 

6 per  cent,  on  $200,000  79,000 

3.  On  his  claim  upon  Wm. 

H.  Robertson,  of  Mobile,  7,500 

4.  On  his  claim  on  Mr.  Big- 
low, of  New  York,  5,500 

112,000  00 

The  balance  was  settled  by  receiving 
the  whole  amount  from  Mr.  Wilder 
in  cash,  49,793  33 


$161,793  33 

Mr.  Thomas  Dunlap  of  Philadelphia  guarantees 
under  date  of  December  21,  1840,  the  faithful  and 
punctual  payment  of  the  loans  to  Mr.  Wilder.  The 
committee  of  the  board  add  “under  this  arrange- 
ment we  apprehend  no  loss  to  the  bank.” 

Upon  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  advances,  to  the  board  on  the  21st  of  De- 
cember, 1840,  a motion  was  made,  to  recommit  the 
same  forthe  purpose  of  having  inserted  therein,  the 
name  of  the  party  really  interested  in  the  one-fourth, 
for  which  the  settlement  was  made  with  Mr.  S.  V. 
S.  Wilder.  This  motion  did  not  prevail,  but  the  re- 
port was  accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

After  the  report  had  been  read,  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  W'ere  submitted  by  Mr.  James 
Martin,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  directors 
present,  who  were  Messrs.  John  R.  Neff',  Joseph 
Cabot,  Lewis  Wain,  John  Connell,  Manuel  Eyre, 
Richard  Price,  Lawrence  Lewis,  James  Martin, 
George  Handy  and  Robert  Taylor;  Mr.  Neff  acting 
by  deputation  as  president  pro  tern,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Dunlap. 

“As  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
advances,  that  large  transactions  have  been  going 
on  for  several  years  without  the  sanction  or  know- 
ledge of  the  board  of  directors,  and  as  it  further  ap- 


pears, that  these  transactions  were  mostly  if  not 
wholly  for  the  account  and  to  the  profit  and  loss  of 
the  executive  officers  of  this  bank  at  those  times, 
it  is  due  from  this  board,  that  their  just  condemna- 
tion of  such  things  should  be  fully  expressed,  and 
recorded:  It  is  therefore 

“ Resolved , That  the  business  of  loaning  money 
exclusively  and  of  right  belongs  to  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  that  all  loans  or  discounts  made  by  a 
committee  of  the  board,  in  concurrence  with  the  of- 
ficers, should  be  duly  reported  to  a regular  meeting 
of  the  board. 

“Resolved,  That  the  loaning  or  discounting  on 
(he  deposite  of  colateral  security  or  promissory 
notes  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  is  unauthorised, 
and  contrary  to  the  proper  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank. 

“Resolved,  That  the  large  advances  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank,  in  the  periods  of  1837-8,  and 
1838  9,  being  totally  unauthorised  and  unknown 
to  the  board  of  directors,  merits  and  receives  our 
just  censure  and  condemnation.” 

By  the  thirteenth  standing  rule  of  the  bank,  it  is 
provided  that  the  committee  on  the  state  or  the 
bank,  composed  of  five  members,  and  elected  by 
ballot  every  three  months,  should  “at  least  once 
during  their  time  of  service,  examine  and  count  the 
discounted  notes,  and  compare  the  amountthereof 
with  the  balance  of  the  amount  of  bills  discounted 
in  the  general  ledger:  they  shall  also  count  the  cash, 
and  the  printed  and  the  unprinted  paper  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  cashier — examine  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt  and  property  of  the  corporation, 
make  an  inventory  of  the  same,  to  be  compared  with 
the  books,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  agreement  and 
report  to  the  board.”  The  custom  appears  to  have 
been  for  this  committee  to  confine  their  examina- 
tion exclusively  to  the  cash,  bills  discounted  on 
personal  and  other  security,  the  issues,  and  the 
printed  and  unprinted  bank  paper  on  hand.  The 
account,  however,  of  the  general  state  of  the  bank, 
submitted  to  the  directors  at  every  stated  meeting, 
contained  the  items  of  “bills  receivable  on  bank 
stock  and  other  security,”  which  included  as  well 
the  bills  receivable  for  sale  of  branches  as  the  loans 
made  in  the  manner  heretofore  adverted  to,  and 
“foreign  bills  of  exchange,”  under  which  head  was 
contained  the  advances  on  shipments  of  merchan- 
dise. Thus,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1838,  on  which 
day  an  examination  was  reported  by  the  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  bank,  there  stood  to  the  debit  of 
“bills  receivable,”  the  sum  of  $13,106,074  55  cts. 
and  of  “foreign  bills  of  exchange,”  the  sum  of 
$7,216,109  34  cts.  The  committee  annex  to  this 
report  a list  of  the  directors  and  the  several  standing 
committees  of  the  board  since  the  re-charter. — 
(Appendix  L). 

Not  only  in  regard  to  loans  and  settlements,  but 
in  relation  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stocks,  the 
establishment  of  agencies  and  other  important  mea- 
sures of  general  policy,  the  board  of  directors  were 
not  regularly  consulted.  Of  this,  the  committee 
must  be  permitted  to  present  some  instances  as  il- 
lustrative. In  September,  1836,  the  bank  purchas- 
ed the  “Merchants’  Bank  of  New  Orleans”  of  the 
capital  of  one  million  of  dollars  for  an  advance  of 
76,250  dollars,  and  established  it  as  the  agent  of  this 
bank  at  that  place.  On  the  eighth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  in  like  manner  a purchase  was  made  for 
$384,000  of  “the  Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus, 
Georgia.”  In  August,  1839,  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  purchase  of  the  charter  of  “the  Ha- 
milton bank,”  of  Baltimore,  and  the  purchase  effect- 
ed, but  as  the  bank  never  went  into  operation  the 
advance  was  but  small.  There  was  taken  from 
Mr.  Joseph  Cowperthwaite,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1838,  eighty-nine  shares  of  Bank  United  States 
stock  at  120  dollars,  the  bank  selling  the  same  day 
at  118  dollars,  less  brokerage;  and  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1840,  there  was  received  from  him  as  cash 
one  hundred  and  thirty  shares  at  100  dollars,  the 
market  price  of  that  day  being  85  dollars  75  cents. 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1839,  Messrs.  Joseph  Cow- 
perthwaite, Thomas  Dunlap  and  Joseph  Cabot, 
agreed  to  purchase  of  the  bank  two  thousand  shares 
of  Philadelphia  and  Reading  rail  road  company 
stock,  at  forty-five  dollars  per  share,  on  a credit  of 
two  years,  and  on  the  application  of  these  parties  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1840,  the  said  contract  was 
annulled.  It  is  stated  in  a report  of  the  exchange 
committee  of  August  28,  1840,  and  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  the  board,  that  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  rail  road  company  have  made  a contract 
with  Mr.  Jos.  Cowperthwaite  for  a loan  of  500,000 
dollars  in  his  individual  capacity,  (although  sup- 
posed by  the  company  to  have  been  on  account  of 
the  bank),  to  be  converted  into  sterling  bonds  at  4 
dollars  80  cents  per  pound  sterling.  At  the  period 
of  that  report  the  sum  of  326,000  dollars  of  this  loan 
had  been  taken  up,  of  which  the  bank  was  then  the 
holders  of  272,000  dollars,  and  on  that  day,  (with 
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the  assent  of  the  board),  assumed  the  balance  un- 
paid of  the  contract.  Upon  the  eighteenth  day  of 
August,  1838,  the  bank  guaranteed  a contract  made 
by  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  in  his  individual  capacity, 
for  the  purchase  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  bonds 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  of  two  thousand  dollars 
each,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  5,000,000  dollars. 
The  signature  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dunlap,  then  second 
assistant  cashier,  was  affixed  to  the  guarantee,  on  be- 
half of  the  bank,  upon  the  verbal  authority  of  the 
resident.  Upon  the  29th  of  January,  1839,  the 
ank  guaranteed  to  the  state  of  Michigan,  the  punc- 
tual fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  the  Morris  canal 
and  Banking  company,  for  the  purchase  of  bonds  of 
that  state,  to  the  extent  of  3,145,687  dollars  50  cts. 
for  2,700,000  taken  at  par,  and  including  interest 
on  the  instalments  payable  every  three  months  up 
to  January,  1843.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1839,  the 
bank  guaranteed  a contract  entered  into  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Dunlap  in  his  individual  capacity  for  the 
purchase  of  one  million  of  dollars  of  the  “Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal  stock.”  In  regard  to  these 
transactions,  the  committee  can  find  no  authority 
on  the  minutes  of  the  board,  and  have  been  referred 
to  none,  by  the  president,  upon  whom  they  called 
for  information. 

The  committee  submit  herewith  (Appendix  M.) 
a statement  of  the  profit  and  loss  account  of  the 
contingent  fund,  and  an  abstract  of  the  losses 
chargeable  thereto.  In  this  last  account  there  is  a 
charge  under  date  of  June  30,  1840,  of  $400,000  to 
“parent  bank  notes  account,”  which  has  not  been 
explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee.  It 
must  be  also  mentioned,  that  among  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  bank,  there  is  entered,  at  various  dates, 
commencing  May  5,  1836,  sums  amounting  in  all  to 
618,640  dollars  15  cents,  as  paid  on  the  “receipts 
ofMr.N.  Biddle,”  of  “Mr.  N.  Biddle  and  J.  Cow- 
perthwaite,”  and  “cashier’s  vouchers.”  As  the 
committee  were  unable  to  obtain  satisfactory  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject  of  these  expenses  from  the 
books  or  officers  of  the  bank,  application  was  made 
by  letter  to  Mr.  N.  Biddle  and  Mr.  J.  Cowperth- 
waite,  from  whom  no  reply  has  been  received. 

The  committee  have  now  peformed  the  task  as- 
signed them  by  the  stockholders.  They  have  en- 
deavored to  select  from  the  mass  of  materials  sub- 
mitted to  their  examination,  only  such  as  seemed 
sufficient  to  illustrate  the  general  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bank.  To  have  gone  more  into 
detail,  would  have  required  more  time  than  was  al- 
lotted to  the  committee,  and  to  have  accompanied 
each  particular  with  full  explanations,  would  have 
extended  their  report  beyond  all  reasonable  limits. 
They  have  given  the  simple  facts  without  com- 
ment; but  enough  has  been  presented,  it  is  believ- 
ed, to  enable  each  stockholder  to  form  a judgment 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  interests  committed  by 
him  to  his  trustees  and  agents,  the  directors  and 
officers,  have  been  managed.  To  satisfy  mere  idle 
curiosity,  the  committee  had  no  inclination,  and 
would  have  gladly  omitted  many  of  the  facts  and 
explanations,  they  have  given,  could  such  a course 
have  been  reconciled  to  their  sense  of  duty,  to  those 
by  whom  they  were  appointed. 

JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT, 

MOSES  KEMPTON, 

CHARLES  MASSEY,  Jr. 
EDWARD  COLES, 

JOHN  BACON, 

JAMES  S.  NEWBOLD. 

Bank  of  the  U.  Slates,  Philadelphia,  April  3,  1841. 

Attest,  GEORGE  SHARSWOOD,  sec’y. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 

[continued  from  page  95.] 

In  senate,  Wednesday,  January  20,  1841. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
existing  land  system  of  the  country  was,  that  it  was 
based  on  the  soundest  principles  of  wisdom  and  the 
truest  views  of  policy.  He  was  as  much  attached 
to  that  system,  and  as  much  disposed  to  adhere  to 
it  with  unshaken  fidelity,  as  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky himself,  (Mr.  Clay.)  He  was  in  favor  of  no 
new  experiments  upon  it,  for  the  wisdom  of  half  a 
century  had  proved  that  no  wiser  or  better  plan  could 
be  devised  by  human  ingenuity.  But,  while  these 
were  his  conscientious  convictions,  he  was,  never- 
theless, of  opinion  that  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
was  alarmed  at  spectres.  Mr.  B.  had  witnessed 
with  admiration  the  gigantic  efforts  of  that  gentle- 
man against  pre-emption  at  former  sessions,  and  yet 
he  had  never  begun  to  fear,  nor  did  he  now  indulge 
the  slightest  feeling  of  alarm  in  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject. I think,  (said  Mr,  B.)  that  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  the  pre-emption  principle  may,  with 
the  utmost  safety,  and  with  perfect  justice,  be  en- 
grafted on  our  excellent  system  for  the  management 
of  the  public  domain.  Does  the  introduction  of  that 
principle  vary,  in  the  least  degree,  any  material  por- 


tion of  that  system?  Not  at  all.  Does  it  go  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  the  land?  Not,  at  the  utmost,  more 
than  three  or  four  cents  an  acre.  What  is  its  nature? 
Gentlemen  should  take  an  extended  view  of  the 
whole  subject  before  they  make  up  an  opinion  in 
regard  to  its  merits.  We  own  a vast  wilderness  of 
unsettled  lands  subject  to  sale,  at  times  there  have 
been  attempts  on  the  part  of  speculators  to  monopo- 
lize it;  lortunately,  however,  they  have  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded. No  fortunes  have  been  realized  in  this 
way,  so  far  as  I have  heard.  In  this  state  of  things, 
is  it  not  our  duty,  our  interest,  and  our  truest  po- 
licy to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  new  states 
in  the  west  by  a hardy,  industrious  and  moral  popu- 
lation? And  in  what  does  this  pre-emption  system 
trench  upon,  or  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  estab- 
lished land  system  of  the  country?  It  only  allows 
the  poor  man,  who  wishes  to  establish  himself  in  a 
permanent  home,  to  buy  for  himself  a quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  at  the  full  government  price.  There  is 
the  whole  of  it.  In  consideration  of  the  expediency 
and  desirableness  of  filling  up  this  new  country  with 
a hardy,  and  active,  and  enterprising  race  of  settlers, 
we  do — what?  Give  them  the  public  land?  No; 
but  receive  from  them  for  it  a dollar  and  a quarter 
an  acre,  and  then  give  it  to  them  in  perpetuity.  The 
difference  in  the  receipts  at  the  treasury  from  what 
would  be  obtained  tor  the  same  land  at  an  auction 
sale  has  never  been  estimated  higer  than  six  cents 
an  acre;  and  if  it  amounted  to  that  and  even  more, 
in  an  enlarged  view  of  the  bearings  of  the  entire 
subject,  that  consideration  presents  no  objection  in 
my  mind.  There  is  such  vast  quantities  of  land, 
and  such  a vast  and  ample  choice,  that  the  specu- 
lator will  never  be  obliged  to  give  much  more  than 
the  government  price.  And  as  to  all  the  lands  laken 
up  by  pre-emption  rights,  they  are,  when  compared 
to  our  entire  domain,  but  as  a drop  in  the  ocean. 
Such,  at  least,  has  been  our  past  experience.  Here- 
tofore, we  have  been  very  cautious  to  pass  none  but 
limited  pre-emption  bills,  and  we  have  wisely  deter- 
mined to  put  down  forever  the  practice  of  granting 
what  are  called  “floats,”  which  was  cerlanly  produc- 
tive of  many  and  great  frauds.  We  have  confined  the 
extent  of  the  pre-emption  grant  to  a single  quarter 
section  of  160  acres  of  land;  and  it  is  now’  proposed 
to  make  this  right  of  pre-emption  prospective  and 
perpetual.  The  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  proposes  to  extend 
it  in  regard  to  every  man  whose  property  does  not 
exceed  $1,000,  not  merely  to  160,  but  to  320  acres 
of  land.  And  I now  venture  to  predict  that,  when  the 
long  proposed  distribution  bill  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  shall  have  become  a law,  (and  I presume 
that  day  is  not  far  distant),  there  will  be  incorpo- 
rated into  it  a provision  granting  to  the  actual  bona 
fide  settler  a pre-emption  right  to  at  least  160  acres. 
Even  in  his  own  bill  of  1839,  unless  my  memory 
should  fail  me,  and  if  it  does  he  will  correct  me, 
there  was  a provision  in  favor  of  pre-emption.  I 
repeat  that,  while  I am  in  favor  of  the  settled  land 
system,  such  as  it  now  exists,  pre-emption  has  no 
terrors  for  me. 

The  honorable  senator  has  thought  proper  to  say 
something  of  the  “wild,  reckless  and  ruinous  legis- 
lation” which  prevailed  under  the  administration  of 
general  Jackson;  and  said  that,  during  that  period 
in  our  history,  the  sessions  of  congress  have  been 
protracted  to  an  unusual  length.  1 was  not  a mem- 
ber of  the  senate  when  what  he  referred  to  as  the 
longest  session  ever  known  took  place;  but,  I ask, 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  protracted  length  of  that 
session?  If  any  one  would  know,  let  him  look  at 
the  volumes — I think  there  are  not  less  than  six — 
yes,  six  large  volumes  of  “panic”  memorials — which 
were  then  sent  up  and  flooded  both  houses.  And 
let  him  remember  the  long  and  eloquent  speeches 
which,  for  the  most  part,  accompanied  their  pre- 
sentation, intended  to  convince  the  American  peo- 
ple that  they  were  the  most  oppressed,  impoverish- 
ed, and  ruined  nation  that  ever  existed.  And  all 
for  what?  Why,  simply  with  a view  to  have  the 
deposites  restored  to  the  U.  States  bank?  And  are 
we  to  be  charged  with  the  protraction  of  sessions  of 
congress  when  the  tru'e  cause  is  so  manifest?  G“n. 
Jackson  has  now  retired  to  the  Hermilage,  and  may 
perhaps  live  to  have  the  judgment  of  posterity  as  it 
were  passed  upon  him.  He  was  an  able,  sagacious 
and  truly  patriotic  man;  and  I now  say  that  those 
of  us,  if  there  be  any  such,  who  shall  survive  dur- 
ing a quarter  of  a century  longer,  will  live  to  see 
the  day  when  Jackson’s  name  and  fame  shall  be 
cherished  alike  by  persons  of  all  political  parties. 
During  the  late  tremendous  presidential  canvass, 
amidst  all  the  thousand  speeches  which  were  made, 
who  denounced  him?  Not  one,  at  least  in  my  part 
of  the  country;  and  I personally  know  at  least  one, 
and  he  a man  formerly  opposed  to  general  Jackson 
with  all  his  heart,  who  then  lauded  him  to  the  very 
echo.  Were  that  distinguished  man  now  in  power, 
I would  not  speak  ol  him  the  high  opinion  I enter- 


tain. When  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  government, 

I ever  abstained  from  his  eulogy.  But  now,  when 
praise  from  me  or  any  one  else  ran  no  longer  he  sus- 
pected to  proceed  from  selfish  motives,  my  heart 
dictates  to  me  to  do  him  the  fullest  justice  which  my 
tongue  can  accomplish. 

And  now,  as  to  the  extravagance  of  the  present 
administration,  have  we  not  repeatedly  called  on 
gentlemen  who  so  loudly  urged  the  general  charge 
to  specify  particulars?  Mr.  Van  Buren  inherited 
the  war  with  the  Indians  in  Florida.  He  came  into 
power  incumbered  with  an  immense  debt  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  tribes  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  he  entered  on  the  presidency  just  at  the 
commencement  of  a great  fiscal  revulsion,  which, 
affecting  the  concerns  of  the  whole  country,  dried 
up  the  sources  of  revenue.  He  had  to  encounter 
every  conceivable  obstacle  to  a prosperous  finan- 
cial administration  of  the  government.  The  se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  can 
very  readily  give  us  the  aggregate  of  expenditure 
which  has  accrued,  but  that  is  not  the  question.  If 
the  expenditure  of  a large  sum  was  rendered  neces- 
rary  by  the  state  of  the  country,  who  is  to  blame? 
No  body.  If  the  gentleman  can  go  to  the  records, 
which  are  all  open  to  his  inspection,  and  point  out 
extravagant  and  illegitimate  charges  on  the  treasury, 
the  administration  must  answer  lor  it.  But,  when 
he  merely  puts  things  in  the  gross  without  render- 
ing any  bill  of  particulars  to  prove  that  the  various 
expenditures  were  wasteful  and  extravagant,  his 
charge  falls  to  the  ground.  General,  indefinite  ac- 
cusations of  this  kind  amount  to  nothing.  If  this 
country  is  engaged  in  a just  and  defensive  war,  the 
expenses  attending  it  would  no  doubt  be  enormous; 
but  would  their  mere  magnitude  constitute  in  itself 
a just  charge  against  any  administration?  Surely 
not.  The  charge  of  extravagance  in  the  present  case 
is  advanced  in  the  very  face  of  documents  going  to 
show  that  the  regular  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment over  which  the  executive  has  had  any  control, 
have  been  in  a course  of  gradual  diminution  from 
year  to  year.  I sincerely  hope  that,  in  this  respect, 
general  Harrison  may  “walk  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
predecessor.”  1 make  no  war  on  general  Harrison 
in  advance.  It  is  not  my  nature.  1 will  judge  of 
his  acts  fairly,  and  if  he  strati  go  out  of  office,  after 
four  years,  with  as  little  just  complaint,  on  the 
ground  of  extravagance  as  Martin  Van  Buren  will 
do,  I shall  consider  his  administration  a most  fortu- 
nate one  in  this  particular. 

On  the  doctrine  of  pre-emption,  I find  myself  sus- 
taining the  opinions  of  general  Harrison  against  his 
friends  here.  He  gave  the  strongest  evidence,  by 
his  action  when  in  the  senate,  that  he  was  then  the 
friend  of  pre-emption. 

Mr.  Benton,  (speaking  across.)  He  professed 
the  same  thing  in  his  letters  written  last  summer. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  I do  not  know  any  thing  as  to 
what  he  may  have  written  last  summer. 

Mr.  Benton.  I do. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  If  he  adheres  to  his  principles, 
he  is  in  favor  of  pre-emption  still. 

In  regard  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  although 
politically  his  friend,!  may  say  that  my  intercourse 
with  him  has  not  been  very  familiar.  I shall  not 
enter  on  the  question  of  the  merits  of  his  style  as  a 
writer;  but  I think  I can  see  very  clearly,  from  what 
he  stales,  how  our  revenue  from  imports  during  the 
year  may  amount  to  $19,000,009.  The  public  pa- 
pers slate  that  the  business  of  the  country  is  reviv- 
ing; that  there  have  been  more  arrivals  lately  than 
during  the  same  period  for  several  years  past;  and 
can  it  be  otherwise?  From  the  indebtedness  of  the 
country  for  some  time  past,  it  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  extend  our  importations.  The  law’s  ol  trade 
and  the  interests  of  individuals  alike  forbade  it.  We 
were  obliged  to  pay  up  our  old  debts  before  we  could 
contract  new’ ones.  That  time  has  now  passed  away. 
We  are  not  now  in  debt  as  a people,  to  Europe,  ex- 
cept for  the  accruing  interest  on  state  bonds.  The 
shackles  have  fallen  off  from  our  foreign  commerce, 
and  it  now  flows  freely.  The  country  is  exhausted 
of  foreign  goods,  and  now  importations  will  natural- 
ly increase  to  fill  up  the  vacuum.  Commerce  from 
abroad  will  naturally  pour  into  our  seabord,  and  the 
revenues  of  the  year  are,  in  my  judgment,  likely  to 
reach  $19,000,000  at  least,  and  I have  paid  no  small 
degree  of  attention  to  the  subject.  I have  no  wish 
to  embarrass  the  administration  of  general  Harrison 
by  leaving  on  his  hands  an  empty  treasury,  and  I 
am  free  to  say  that  1 would  rather  we  had  been  dis- 
tinctly informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  that  we  must 
provide  $5,000,000;  but  will  our  successors  com- 
plain of  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to  this  amount? 
They  have  now  all  the  benefit  of  this  argument 
against  us,  and  they  will  have  the  advantage  of 
the  money  also.  We  shall  make  provision  for 
giving  to  gen.  Harrison’s  administration  a peace- 
ful and  prosperous  commencement;  and  I think  the 


no 
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senator  when  his  friends  enter  into  power,  will  find 
That  we  have  swept  out  the  house,  and  left  it  in  a 
comfortable  condition  for  his  reception.  [Mr.  Clay, 
across.  Yes,  you  have  swept  it  clean.  A faugh.] 
And,  so  far  from  clearing  out  the  treasury,  have 
given  our  successors  $5,000,000  to  commence  house- 
keeping upon.  . 

I conclude  by  repeating  that  I am  in  favor  of  this 
pre-emption  bill,  and  equally  in  favor  of  the  old 
and  long  tried  land  system,  and  that  I have  yet 
seen  no  new  project  which  will  induce  rne  to  depart 
from  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  oe  much 
obliged  to  the  distinguished  senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia if  he  would  furnish  the  senate  with  some  of 
those  strong  reasons  which  went  to  “illustrate  the 
probability  of  a conjecture”  that  there  would  be 
$19,000,000  of  revenue  received  at  the  treasury 
during  the  present  year.  The  honorable  senator, 
said  Mr.  C.  has  referred  to  the  papers  of  the  day  as 
declaring  that  a considerable  revival  of  business  has 
already  taken  place.  So  there  has,  thank  God,  since 
the  result  of  the  last  election  has  been  known.  [A 
laugh.]  But  I greatly  doubt  whether  the  revenue 
will  at  once  start  up  from  13,000,000  to  19,000,000 
dollars  within  a single  year.  It  is  too  great  a leap, 
considering  the  condition  in  which  the  treasury  was 
left  us;  and,  before  I can  believe  it,  I must  have  some 
specification  of  the  grounds  on  which  to  build  such 
a belief. 

The  honorable  senator  spoke  of  general  Jackson, 
and  made  that  an  occasion  for  pronouncing  a eulogy 
upon  his  friend.  Now,  I said  not  a word  concern- 
ing general  Jackson  personally,  but  directed  what 
I had  to  say  to  his  administration.  The  senator, 
however,  has  said,  and  the  declaration  is  to  his  honor, 
that  the  eulogy  he  pronounced  was  prompted  by 
his  heart.  That  the  late  minister  to  the  court  ot  the 
emperor  of  all  the  Russias  should  feel  some  emo- 
tions of  gratitude  towards  his  distinguished  patron 
was  to  be  expected,  and  the  senator  would  cerlainly 
be  to  blame  if  it  were  not  so.  I certainly  shall  be 
the  last  to  find  fault  with  him  for  giving  expression 
to  that  gratitude. 

It  seems,  however,  according  to  the  honorable 
senator,  that  poor  Mr.  Van  Buren  came  into  power 
under  very  disadvantageous  circumstances.  It  may 
be  so;  and,  what  is  still  more  unfortunate,  these 
disadvantageous  circumstances  have  been  aggravated 
during  every  year  since  by  an  excess  of  $8,000,000 
a year  in  our  expenditures  over  the  receipts  at  the 
treasury.  But  this  was  only  the  poor  gentleman’s 
misfortune.  The  honorable  senator  tells  us  not  to 
confine  ourselves  to  general  charges,  but  to  go  into 
the  items  of  the  account.  That  we  will  do  when 
we  get  the  papers.  We  have  called  on  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  and  on  the  head  of  the  post  office 
department  in  vain;  there  is  in  their  possession  a 
great  class  of  papers  which  are  not  to  be  seen,  but 
such  as  the  most  profligate  administration  ever 
known  in  England  could  never  have  dared  to  with- 
hold from  the  investigation  of  parliament.  Give  us 
the  papers,  and  w'e  will  present  him  with  items 
enough,  and  will  show  to  him  and  to  all  the  world 
the  immense  and  extravagant  expenditures  of  the 
administration  now  going  out  of  power.  But  the 
common  sense  of  the  people  is  guided  by  no  such 
induction  of  particulars.  They  cannot  go  into  all 
the  minute  items  of  a long  account.  They  will  look 
at  the  footing  of  the  bill;  they  will  compare  thejire- 
sent  with  the  past,  and  promises  with  performance. 
But,  if  the  honorable  senator  challenges  us  to  items, 
I could  occupy  days  together  in  showing  more 
than,  perhaps,  he  would  like  to  see.  It  is  true 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  very  unfortunate;  he  was 
a sort  codicil  to  a previous  administration,  and, 
though  most  willing  to  “follow  in  the  footstpps  of 
his  illustrious  predecessor,”  has  sometimes  mistaken 
the  path,  and  has  been  unable  to  regain  it.  Why,  my 
God!  can  the  senator  be  serious  in  asking  gen.  Harri- 
son to  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Marlin  Van  Buren? 
[A  laugh.]  If  he  should  one  event  would  follow 
which  the  gentleman,  perhaps,  would  be  delighted  to 
see;  the  footsteps  would  lead  him  tojnst  such  another 
result  as  we  are  now  witnessing.  But,  for  myself, 

I hope  for  general  Harrison  belter  things.  I trust 
he  will  avoid  those  devious  and  downward  paths  in 
which  his  predecessors  have  walked.  I hope  he  will 
blaze  for  himself  a new  way  in  the  forest.  I hope 
he  will  put  an  end  to  those  multiplied  abuses  which 
have  prostrated  the  institutions  of  the  country  and 
brought  the  country  ilself  down  to  its  present  low, 
weak,  degraded  and  miseiable  condition.  I trust 
he  will  better  fulfil  his  promises  and  pledges  as  to 
a wise  and  prosperous  administration  of  our  public 
affairs. 

The  senator  tells  us  that  he  is  a great  friend  to  our 
old  and  well-tried  land  system;  that  he  will  not  dis- 
turb it;  but  is  it  no  alteration  of  that  system  to  sus- 
tain a bill  which  goes  to  supersede  some  of  its  most 
important  provisions?  He  tells  us  that  general  Har- 


rison is  a pre-emptioner,  and  that  he  is  advocating 
the  doctrines  of  general  Harrison  against  his  friends 
here.  But  where,  I ask,  is  the  evidence  of  his  friend  • 
ship  for  our  land  system  and  his  unwillingness  to 
disturb  it,  when  he  opposes  such  a just  and  reasona- 
ble restriction  as  is  now  proposed,  and  leave  the  bill 
almost  boundless  in  its  application  and  interminable 
in  point  of  time? 

The  senator  over  the  way  (Mr.  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma), thought  no  part  of  my  ODjections  worthy  of  the 
least  notice  but  that  in  reference  to  the  loss  of  the 
sixteenth  section  reserved  in  every  township  for 
purposes  of  education.  He  says  my  fears  on  that 
subject  are  groundless,  and  my  representations  de- 
ceptive, because  the  sixteenth  section  is  already  re- 
served by  a provision  in  the  bill.  That  is  matter  of 
construction.  It  is  not  reserved  by  the  words  of  the 
bill.  Suppose  a man  should  settle  on  the  sixteenth 
section,  (and  how  are  you  going  to  prevent  him? ) 
When  it  is  found  that  that  is  a good  section,  and 
has  been  settled  on,  you  will  be  immediately  ap- 
plied [to  change  the  school  section  in  that  town- 
ship for  another.  Have  we  seen  nothing  like  this  in 
time  past? 

But  the  senator  said  that  I had  always  warred 
against  the  new  states,  and  against  the  people  of  his 
state  in  particular.  I deny  it;  I repudiate  the 
charge.  It  is  his  interpretation  of  my  course;  but 
I plead  to  his  jurisdiction,  and  I deny  the  truth  of 
his  accusation.  No,  sir;  it  is  the  senator  himself 
who  is  warring  against  the  interests  of  his  own 
state.  It  is  the  senator  who  i3  willing  to  give  up 
the  share  of  that  state  in  the  rich  and  fertile  lands 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  for  a parcel  of  wretch- 
ed, miserable  pine  barrens.  For  these  he  is  ready 
to  barter  away  the  inheritance  ot  his  own  Alabama, 
in  all  the  rich  and  abundant  regions  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.  No,  sir,  no;  I have  been  the  true  friend  of 
the  new  states,  as,  I hope,  of  all  the  states.  In  of- 
fering a just  and  liberal  distribution  among  them  all, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain,  and  in  consi- 
deration of  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  newer  states, 
I have  proposed  to  add  twelve  and  a half  per  cent 
to  their  shares  in  this  distribution.  Is  this  the  part 
of  an  enemy?  If  the  senator  chose  to  say  that,  in 
his  opinion,  I was  warring  against  the  interests  of 
his  state,  it  would  have  been  another  thing;  but  1 
deny  his  right  here,  or  that  of  any  other  senator,  to 
pronounce,  as  ex  cathedra,  that  I am  the  enemy  of 
the  new  states,  and  am  warring  against  them.  The 
fact  is  directly  the  reverse.  1 have  been  consulting 
their  truest  interests  by  urging  a just,  liberal,  gene- 
rous system  of  policy,  which  would  at  once  advance 
the  interests  and  secure  the  ultimate  prosperity  of 
every  state  in  the  union.  I regret  that  the  senator 
should  have  taken  occasion  to  make  this  remark. 
It  was  unnecessary;  it  was  uncalled  for.  If  the  se- 
nator differs  from  me  in  opinion,  let  him  differ  like 
a man,  in  an  open,  fair,  dignified  and  courteous  man- 
ner. Because  he  opposes  my  course  in  referencejo 
the  public  lands,  does  it  therefore  follow  that  I am 
hostile  to  the  new  states?  I trust  not,  and  I hope, 
in  future,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  will  manifest 
a little  more  ot  toleration  and  of  courtesy  in  his 
speeches  here.  The  senator  chose  to  use  the  word 
“irrevocable,”  as  applied  by  me  to  the  provisions  of 
this  bill.  I never  used  the  word.  I said  the  bill  W’as 
interminable  in  point  of  time;  and  in  its  present  form 
it  is  interminable,  until  the  requisite  authority  shall 
interpose  to  repeal  it. 

From  a view  of  the  whole  subject,  I am  opposed 
to  the  bill,  as  impairing  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
comeinto  the  treasury  duringthe  presentyear,  there- 
by augmeniing  a deficit  for  which  provision  ought 
long  since  to  have  been  made,  and  as  fraught  with 
evils  passing  all  imagination,  from  the  disputes  and 
contests  lor  title  among  ttiat  flood  of  settlers  which 
is  invited  from  all  the  quarters  of  (he  known  world 
to  rush  in  a iqass  upon  our  public  domain.  I have 
made,  and  shall  continue  to  make  opposition,  as 
heretofore,  with  this  difference,  that  whereas  for- 
merly I opposed  pre-emption  bills,  though  only  re- 
trospective in  (heir  operation,  and  confined  to  a par- 
ticular district,  1 oppose  Ibis  the  more  as  being  pro- 
spective, interminable  and  reaching  to  the  entire 
extent  of  the  public  domain.  And,  most  marvellous 
of  all,  it  is  yet  said  that  all  this  involves  no  interfe- 
rence whatever  with  our  admirable,  otrr  venerable 
and  long-tried  land  system,  which  has  been  so  justly 
lauded  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
interfere  in  the  dispute  bel  ween  the  two  senators  of 
Ihe  same  name,  though  on  opposite  sides  of  the  se- 
riate and  of  the  question.  He  should  leave  them  to 
fight  their  own  battle.  I gave  my  reasons  (said  Mr. 
B.)  for  believing  that  the  revenue  timing  the  present 
year  will  be  much  greater-  than  that  of  the  past,  and 
is  likely  to  reach  $19,000,000. 

Mr.  Clay.  (Interposing).  Will  the  senator 
be  so  good  as  to  tell  us,  i-f  the  matter  stands  as  he 
has  justjepresented,  how  it  happens  that  the  se- 


cretary of  the  treasury  has  estimated  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year  at  no  more  than  3,000,000 
dollars? 

Mr.  Buchanan.  The  senator  from  Kentucky 
has  expressed  an  opinion  contrary  to  mine.  Mine  is 
based  on  some  facts,  at  least.  His,  so  far  as  appears, 
is  founded  upon  none. 

Mr.  Clay.  None  except  the  products  of  the  last 
year. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  Yes;  but  I have  shown  a dis- 
tinction between  our  circumstances  during  the  last 
year  and  the  present.  The  senator  speaks  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  first  quarter.  Why,  sir,  we  have  enter- 
ed but  20  days  into  that  quarter,  and  what  estimate 
can  as  yet  be  formed  as  to  that? 

Mr.  Clay.  The  secretary  has  made  one. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  The  receipts  of  this  quarter 
will  mainly  depend  on  last  fall’s  importations,  not  on 
those  of  the  presentyear.  You  cannot,  as  yet,  know 
what  the  results  will  be  for  this  year.  There  have 
been  great  and  unusual  storms  on  the  occasion,  and 
great  destruction  of  property;  but  so  many  arrivals 
have  already  taken  place,  as  to  justify  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  amount  of  duties  at  the  custom  house 
will  be  largely  increased.  Every  body  can  see  that 
the  receipts  for  the  first  quarter  must,  of  course, 
fall  short,  because  they  depend  on  the  importations 
of  last  year,  and  there  has  not  been  time,  as  yet,  to 
show  whether  the  senator’s  estimate  for  the  whole 
year  or  my  own  is  correct.  I calculate  that  there  will 
be  $19,000,000  of  revenue,  because  no  reduction  of 
the  tariff  will  occur  under  the  existing  laws  till  the 
last  day  of  next  December.  But  vast  importations, 
though  they  augment  the  revenue,  furnish  in  them- 
selves no  evidence  of  national  prosperity.  On  that 
subject,  our  history  runs  one  enternal  cycle.  One 
year  we  import  too  much,  and  have  more  goods  than 
w'e  can  pay  for.  We  become  alarmed  at  this,  and 
the  next  year  import  too  little;  and  hence  the  history 
of  our  foreign  commerce  is  a history  of  expansion 
and  contraction,  and  of  perpetually  recurring  revul- 
sions. 

The  next  thing  I shall  refer  to  in  the  remarks 
w'hich  fell  from  Ihe  honorable  senator,  was,  that  his 
good  taste  and  his  good  nature,  did  not  induce  him 
to  forbear  from  some  remarks  upon  my  poor  mission 
to  Russia. 

[Mr.  Clay,  (speaking  across).  You  filled  if  so 
well  that  you  ought  not  to  complain  of  me  on  that 
account.] 

That,  to  be  sure,  is  a sugar-plum,  which  in  some 
measure  corrects  the  acidity"-  of  what  went  before. 
It  comes  in  very  timely,  and  prevents  some  remarks 
in  which  I miaht  otherwise  have  indulged.  1 can, 
with  great  truth,  say  that  that  mission  was  wholly 
unsolicited  by  me,  and  that  it  was  as  unexpected  a3 
any  event,  the  most  improbable,  could  have  been, 
nor  was  it  desired  by  me. 

[Mr.  Clay  (across).  No  bad  thing  though — not 
a thing  for  a man  to  turn  up  his  nose  at.] 

It  was  not  refused,  it  is  true — but  tor  the  reason 
that  it  was  pressed  with  so  much  earnestness  by  the 
distinguished  man  then  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment; to  have  refused  it  would  have  been  difficult 
and  ungracious.  I accordingly  yielded  and  went 
abroad;  and  I can  say,  lor  the  benefit  of  any  gentle- 
man (if  such  there  be)  who  may  be  looking  forward 
to  a foreign  mission  as  some  great  thing,  that  he  will 
most  assuredly  be  disappointed,  unless,  indeed,  he 
happens  to  be  a millionaire.  I am  glad  that  I ac- 
cepted the  mission  on  one  account,  however.  I 
have  no  doubt  general  Harrison  will  in  this  respect 
at  feast  walk  in  the  steps  of  general  Jackson.  It 
would  be  hard  indeed  should  he  be  deprived  of  the 
services  of  so  many  distinguished  members  of  con- 
gress, by  establishing  a precedent  which  must  pre- 
vent (heir  appointment  to  office.  II  1 read  the  sign 
of  the  times  aright,  whatever  objections  there  may 
have  existed  against  gen.  Jackson  on  this  score, 
they  will  at  least  be  equally  well  founded  as  against 
his  illustrious  successor;  and  if  his  friends  here 
should,  any  of  them,  happen  to  be  looking  out  for 
loaves  and  fishes,  all  I can  say  is  that  I wish  them 
God  speed. 

The  honorable  senator  says  that  the  time  has  not 
yet  come  to  investigate  the  extravaganceof  Ihe  Van 
Buren  administration.  Well,  I hope  it  may  come, 
and  I now  venture  to  say  that  those  who  attack  it 
will  not  be  able  to  show',  in  the  w hole  course  of  that 
administration,  any  items  of  censurable  extrava- 
gance. If  any  such  ex’St,  the  opportunity  to  inves- 
tigate them  is  always  present.  Every  particular  of 
expenditure,  down  to  Ihe  last  cent,  is  open  before 
you.  V hat  act  ot  congress  has  Mr.  Van  Buren 
violated?  In  what  has  he  departed  from  those  eco- 
nomical principles  we  all  profess,  and  which  I hope 
we  shall  all  practice?  I know  of  none.  We  have 
called  on  gentlemen  to  specify  particulars,  but  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  says  that  he  goes  only  for 
aggregates  He  looks  only  at  the  fooling  of  the  bill. 
Can  he  defend  such  a course?  With  all  his  ability 
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ami  eloquence,  can  he  show  that  this  is  a fair  mode 
of  judging?  The  question  depends  not  on  the  gross 
amount  of  expenditure,  but  whether  the  expendi- 
tures have  been  kept  within  the  proper  limits;  whe- 
ther they  have  been  wisely  directed.  If  a man  buys 
what  is  very  valuable  he  must  pay  proportionally, 
and  no  money  has  been  spent  by  this  administration 
which  was  not  sanctioned  by  congress. 

On  the  subject  of  pre-emption,  I think  I am  per- 
fectly safe,  for,  although  I am  menaced  by  the  giant 
ann  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  yet  1 am  shield- 
ed by  that  of  general  Harrison,  the  distinguished 
“military  chieftain”  who  is  soon  to  take  the  head  of 
the  government.  We  have  heard  that  he  goes  the 
whole  for  the  pre  emption  principle.  Would  it, 
then,  nol  be  well  lor  the  senator  from  Kentucky  to 
reconsider  his  opposition?  Let  him  not  attack  the 
bill  as  hostile  to  the  great  principles  of  our  land  sys- 
tem, because  it  does  not  trench  upon  them  at  all. — 
It  does  not  reduce  the  price  of  the  land.  It  propo- 
ses to  keep  that  up  at  $1  25  per  acre.  Its  whole 
eifectis  to  give  to  the  industrious  and  honest  settler 
an  opportunity  to  buy  for  himself  a home,  provided 
he  contents  himself  with  a quarter  section  of  land — 
a small  inroad  indeed  on  the  existing  land  system — 
a system  to  which  I am  quite  as  much  devoted  as 
the  senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  should  not  pro- 
tract the  debate,  but  would  occupy  as  little  time  as 
possible,  lor  he  sought  to  hasten  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill.  He  was,  however,  called  up  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay). 
He  had  been  unfortunate  enough  to  excite  that  se- 
nator’s ire  because  he  had  controverted  the  two  al- 
leged facts  on  w hich  the  senator  relied  as  objections 
drawn  from  the  bill.  The  one  was,  that  the  bill  de- 
stroyed and  utterly  took  aw  ay  the  sixteenth  or  school 
section  in  every  township;  in  contradiction  to  which, 
Mr.  C.  had  referred  to  the  law  of  the  country  which 
reserved  the  I6‘th  section  beyond  the  reach  of  dan- 
ger. As  to  the  term  which  the  senator  had  applied 
to  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  had  quoted  it  as  -‘irrevocable;”  it 
was  probably  “interminable;”  but  Mr.  C.  consider- 
ed the  two  words  as  much  the  same.  He  should 
like  to  know  the  practical  difference  between  them. 
If  the  bill  was  “interminable,”  did  not  that  deny  the 
power  of  congress  to  repeal  it  just  as  much  as  if  it 
was  “irrevocable?”  Mr.  C said  he  was  disposed  to 
treat  the  senator  from  Kentucky  with  courtesy,  but 
when  a measure,  in  introducing  which  Mr.  C.  had 
taken  an  active  part,  was  assailed  in  an  unwarranta- 
ble manner,  he  felt  bound  to  defend  it.  The  sena- 
tor complained  of  Mr.  C.  for  charging  him  with 
warring  against  the  new  states.  He  had  made  such 
a charge,  and  he  thought  himself  warranted  by  facts 
to  do  so.  The  senator,  how-ever,  piead  to  his  juris- 
diction; arid  yet,  in  the  very  next  breath,  undertook 
to  defend  himself  against  the  charge.  Mr.  C.  did 
not  claim  to  be  the  senator’s  judge;  he  was  not  the 
judge,  nor  did  he  claim  jurisdiction  over  him;  he 
was  the  complainant,  the  senator  was  the  party  to 
be  tried;  the  true  judge  in  the  case  was  the  country, 
and  to  its  decision  Mr.  C.  would  leave  him.  The 
senator  might  attempt  to  constitute  himself  a judge 
in  this  as  in  many  other  matters,  but  Mr.  C.  should 
appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
memorials  of  their  legislatures.  What  did  they  say? 
They  had  applied  to  congress  to  have  the  lands  ol 
inferior  quality  placed  upon  their  proper  basis;  they 
had  remonstrated  against  and  censured  the  policy 
which  that  senator  advocated.  They  had  passed 
upon  the  question,  they  had  repeated  their  remon- 
strances and  memorials  for  these  fifteen  years  past, 
which  fully  confirmed  Mr.  C.  in  the  opinion  he  had 
expressed-  Had  not  the*  senator  advocated  princi- 
ples directly  in  contradiction  to  the  prayer  of  these 
memorials?  Had  he  not  opposed  the  reduction  of 
the  price  even  of  the  swamp  lands  of  Mississippi? 
The  people  even  of  the  old  states  could  see  into  the 
justice  ol  this.  Mr.  C.  would  be  willing  to  appeal 
to  them;  he  was  ready  to  make  them  his  judges. — 
But  tlie  appeal  came  too  late;  judgment  had  been 
already  pronounced  upon  the  senator — not  by  Mr. 
C.  but  by  his  constituents,  as  well  as  by  all  the  se- 
nators representing  the  new  states. 

The  senator  had  talked  about  the  effect  of  this  bill 
in  reducing  the  public  revenue,  which  he  represent- 
ed as  most  ruinous:  hut  did  the  honorable  senator 
forget  that  he  hail  himself  voted  to  distribute  the  en- 
tire revenue  among  the  states?  Would  that  have  no 
elfect  iri  impoverishing  the  treasury?  Mr.  C.  deni- 
ed the  senator’s  position  in  all  its  bearings.  But  it 
was  most  manifest  that  the  senator’s  own  scheme  of 
distribution  was  open  to  the  very  objection  he  urged 
against  this  bill  in  a still  greater  degree.  The  se- 
nator seemed  to  have  forgotten  the  policy  he  had 
himself  been  advocating  and  urging  on  the  country 
for  the  last  eight  or  nine  yeays.  Mr.  C.  it  seemed, 
was  already  judged  by  the  senator  for  truly  repre- 
senting the  interests  and  sentiments  of  his  constitu- 
ents: he  was  not  willing,  however,  that  the  senator, 


from  Kentucky  should  be  his  judge  on  that  subject: 
he  was  not  responsible  to  him.  The  senator  had 
imputed  to  Mr.  C.  the  warring  against  the  interests 
of  bis  own  state,  when,  in  fact  he  was  but  obeying 
her  voice. 

As  to  gen.  Harrison,  did  the  senator  doubt  that  he 
was  pledged,  both  by  his  votes  in  the  senate  and  by 
his  letters  since,  in  favor  of  pre-emption  and  gradua- 
tion? Did  the  senator  doubt  this?  At  one  time,  in 
1838,  the  senator  had  a very  distinct  impression  on 
iliat  subject.  When  injurious  epithets  had  been 
used  by  the  senator  against  the  pioneers  of  the  w ild- 
erness,  the  friends  ol  gen.  Harrison  had  deemed  it 
necessary  that  they  should  speak  for  him  as  to  his 
views  on  that  subject;  and  the  editor  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bulletin,  a paper  published  in  Missouri,  ad- 
verted to  a letter  of  gen.  Harrison,  which  was  very 
laconic  and  to  the  point,  stating  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  pre-emption,  and  had  always  been  so.  When 
Mr.  C.  read  the  letter  he  was  gratified;  and  lie  pre- 
sumed that  he  need  not  assure  either  the  senate  or 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  this  avowal,  to- 
gether with  his  former  votes  in  favor  of  graduation 
and  pre-emption,  went  very  far  toward  obtaining 
for  gen.  Harrison  the  amount  of  votes  tie  had  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  very  truly  said  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan) 
that  the  professed  friends  of  gen.  Harrison  here  were 
at  variance  with  the  votes  and  opinions  of  gen.  H. 
himself;  and  yet  they  complained  of  Mr.  C.  and  his 
friends,  who  were  engaged  in  an  effort  to  establish, 
in  advance,  the  very  principle  which  the  coming 
president  avowed.  Mr.  C.  could  not  see  any  plau- 
sible objection  to  the  measure;  it  merely  allowed 
honest  settlers  to  take  up  a small  quantity  of  land, 
in  preference  to  speculators  and  rich  monopolists, 
who  would  otherwise  get  possession  of  the  lands 
and  hold  (hem  up  from  sale. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  would  add  but 
two  or  three  words  in  reply.  Nothing  was  further 
(said  Mr.  C).  from  my  purpose,  in  what  I said 
when  last  up,  than  to  intimate  that  the  worth)7  se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania,  my  chairman  in  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  relations,  did  any  thing  improper 
in  accepting  the  offer  of  his  late  mission  to  Russia; 
far,  very  far  from  it.  I know  what  w as  his  standing 
with  his  party,  which  no  doubt  induced  the  offer  of 
such  an  appointment;  nor  do  I doubttbat,  in  accept- 
ing it,  he  yielded  to  the  earnest  and  pressing  solici- 
tations of  tiis  worthy  chief,  a former  president  of  the 
United  States.  I said  that  the  motive  which  led  to 
the  eulogy  pronounced  by  him  on  general  Jackson 
was  a sense  of  gratitude,  and  this  feeling  must 
doubtless  have  been  greatly  increased  by  the  cir- 
cumstances to  which  he  referred.  Besides,  a foreign 
mission,  and  that  a mission  to  Russia,  is  not  a thing 
to  be  sneered  at.  No  doubt  the  worthy  senator,  in 
fulfilling  his  distinguished  appointment,  may  have 
suffered  much  in  his  family  affairs,  and  his  separa- 
tion from  those  to  whom  lie  may  be  bound  in  tender 
ties;  and  if  he  went,  if  was  merely  to  oblige  his 
friend  and  patron,  who  urged  the  appointment  upon 
him. 

A word  to  the  senator  from  Alabama.  He  says 
that  I have  been  condemned  in  my  views  of  policy 
by  all  the  nine  new  landed  states.  Ah!  the  senator 
no  doubt  is  very  correct!  What  says  Ohio?  She 
has  been  anxious  for  the  policy  I advocate  for  these 
eight  years  past.  The  governor,  in  his  message  to 
the  state  legislature,  sanctions  and  recommends  it. 
What  says  Indiana?  Her  legislature  is  in  favor  of 
my  distribution  policy  by  a majority  of  sixty  votes; 
and  Missouri  is  not  much  behind  her.  And  I now 
predict  that,  when  that  measure  shall  be  presented 
to  this  body  there  will  he  scarce  a senator  from  the 
new  states  but  will  be  in  favor  of  it,  recommended 
as  it  is  by  all  just  and  generous  principles  and  con- 
sideraiions  which  address  themselves  to  the  mind  of 
a patriot  and  a statesman. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  explained.  He  had  re- 
ferred to  the  opinions  expressed  by  (he  new  states 
during  the  fifteen  years  last  past.  He  might  have 
been  mistaken  as  to  Ohio  for  a few  years.  In  the 
existing  state  of  things  there,  placed,  as  she  was,  in 
the  hands  of  a parly  openly  opposed  to  graduation, 
the  friends  o(  the  present  bill  could  entertain  no  hope. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton's  amendment,  restricting  the  operation  of  the 
bill  to  two  years,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  Yeas  22,  nays  22. 

The  president  of  the  senate  voting  in  the  negative, 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

A motion  was  then  made  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  that,  if  the  friends  of  the  bill 
insisted  on  going  on  and  obtaining  the  question,  he 
stood  pledged  by  his  previous  promise  to  aid  them 
in  that  effort,  and  if  they  insisted,  he  must  vote 
against  adjournment,  and  repeat  that  vote  as  often 
as  they  wished  it. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  ad- 
journment. He  was  for  sticking  to  it,  for  camping 


on  the  ground.  That  was  the  only  way  in  which 
they  ever  should  get  the  question. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  having  been  withdrawn, 
the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Huntington’s  amend- 
ment, to  insert  an  additional  section  confining  the 
operation  of  the  bill  to  two  years  only,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows:  yeas  18,  nays  28. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  Mr.  White’s 
amendment,  withholding  from  the  action  of  the  bill 
lands  granted  forcanal  purposes;  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, accepted  that  amendment  as  a modification 
of  the  bill. 

The  question  next  recurring  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Porter,  for  a proviso  requiring  the 
pre-emptioner  to  satisfy  the  register  that  he  had  re- 
sided on  his  land  for  four  months — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  opposed  (he  amendment. 
The  question  had  been  tried  already  in  the  vote 
upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Prentiss),  and  rejected.  He  was 
astonished  that  an  amendment  of  this  character 
should  come  from  the  senator  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Porter,  though  as  usual  most  imperfectly 
heard  by  the  reporter,  was  understood  to  say  that 
his  amendment  was  not  the  same  with  that  of  the 
senator  from  Vermont,  inasmuch  as  it  applied  to 
land  unsurveyed.  Without  some  provision  of  this 
kind,  credit  might  have  been  obtained  for  five  years. 
His  object  was  to  protect  (he  settler  from  the  ma- 
rauding speculator.  By  the  law  of  1836,  if  a hun- 
dred men  went  on  a quarter  section,  built  a cabin, 
grubbed  a few  roots,  and  slept  there  one  night,  each 
of  them  would  be  entitled  to  a pre-emption.  Mr. 
P.  had  been  opposed  to  such  policy.  He  did  not 
want  the  land  taker,  up  by  men  who  did  not  intend 
to  settle  it.  The  bill  would  operate  injuriously  to 
his  state.  It  would  in  fact  give  the  land  to  the  log 
cabin  and  not  to  its  tenant,  tor  the  man  who  had 
built  his  cabin  and  got  his  pre-emption  would  then 
quit  and  leave  the  log  cabin  to  hold  the  land.  Mr. 
P.  meant  his  amendment  to  apply  only  to  land  un- 
surveyed. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Porter’s  amend- 
ment, it  wa3  rejected:  yeas  20,  nays  23. 

The  bill  was  now  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  the  question  being  on  the  senate’s 
concurring  in  the  amendments  as  reported  from  the 
committee — 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said  that  one  amendment  agreed 
to  in  committee  made  the  bill  read  “every  white 
man,  being  the  head  of  a family,”  &c.  Mr.  T.  had 
voted  for  it  without  discussion,  under  the  impression 
that  there  were  some  states  where  a free  colored 
man  could  not  hold  landed  properly.  He  had  since 
been  informed  that  in  every  state  they  could  hold 
it,  and  might  enter  the  land  at  private  saie,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  change  his  vote. 

The  amendment  referred  to  was  excepted;  and 
the  question  recurring  upon  concurring  with  all  the 
remaining  amendments,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  striking  out  the 
word  “white,”  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  that  he  felt  extremely  re- 
luctant to  delay  the  action  of  the  senate.  The  sub- 
ject had  been  debated  for  a long  time,  and  he  saw 
gentlemen  were  very  impatient.  One  senator  had 
intimated  that  they  never  should  get  a bill  till  they 
agreed  to  encamp  on  the  ground,  and  sit  it  out. — 
Under  these  circumstances  he  should  not  move  to 
adjourn,  but  a sense  of  duty  would  compel  him  to 
offer  in  the  senate  the  amendment  he  had  previous- 
ly offered  in  committee. 

Mr.  (’.  thereupon  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  amend  it  by  restricting  the  pre- 
emption to  settlers  not  worth  over  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  by  adding  a provision  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states. 

Mr  Huntington  said  that,  wit!)  a view  to  al- 
low Ihe  senator  from  Kentucky  an  opportunity  to 
advocate  his  amendment,  lie  would  move  to  adjourn. 

After  some  conversation,  Ihe  question  was  put, 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  22,  nays  23. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engiossed  for  a thiid  reading,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Ni- 
cholson, Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, While, Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Southard — 17. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  then 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

[debate  to  be  continued.] 
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POSTSCRIPT.  The  mail  from  the  west  brings  us 
the  afflicting  tidings,  that  the  mansion  house  at  North 
Bend,  the  residence  of  the  lamented  ex-president,  Wi. 
Henry  Harrison,  was  burnt  to  the  ground  on  the 
evening  of  Sunday  the  11th  instant. 

Banks.  Gov.  Porter’s  message  vetoing  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bank  bill,  is  in  type,  and  will  be  inserted  in  our 

116 Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  late  president  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  has  published  two 
letters,  and  a third  is  announced,  in  reply  to  the  report 
which  is  inserted  in  page  205.  The  first  in  reference 
to  the  cotton  speculation.  It  will  be  Registered. 

The  Nashville  Whig  states  that  Thomas  L.  Budd, 
book  keeper  in  the  Union  bank  of  that  city,  was  thrown 
into  jail  on  the  27th  ult.  on  the  charge  of  feloniously 
embezzling  the  funds  of  the  bank,  by  false  entries,  and 
of  purloining  from  the  vault,  one  or  more  packages  of 
the  circulating  notes  of  the  institution,  amounting  to 
about  eighteen  thousand  dollars;  to  the  first  of  which  j 
charges,  he  confessed  on  judicial  examination. 

The  bank  of  Mineral  Point,  Wiskonsan  territory,  has 
exploded,  and  the  managers  have  been  as  usual,  guilty 
of  gross  fraud.  They  were  connected  with  the  Gal- 
lapolis  bank’s  fraudulent  operations. 

Canals.  The  Pennsylvania  and  Union  canals  are 
now  in  operation.  The  Tide  Water  canal  sustained 
some  injury  during  the  late  unusual  freshet,  but  will  be 
ready  for  business  it  is  stated  by  the  22d  instant.  At 
a meeting  of  the  canal  commissioners  held  at  Albany 
on  the  12th  instant,  it  was 

“Rasolved,  That  the  canals  of  this  state  be  opened 
for  navigation  on  the  24th  instant.’’ 

Henry  Clay  reached  home  on  the  31st  ult.  having 
recovered  from  the  indisposition  which  detained  him 
some  days  in  Baltimore,  but  he  is  still  feeble  from  its 
effects. 


Cotton.  The  market  remains  firm  at  former  quota- 
tions. There  have  been  some  considerable  purchases 
within  the  week  in  New  York. 

Exports  of  American  cotton  to  Austria.  Official  cus- 
tom house  returns  show  that  the  average  amount  of 
cotton  exported  from  different  ports  in  the  United 
States  to  Trieste,  from  the  year  1830  to  the  year  1839, 


was  4,046,368  lbs. 

For  the  year  1840  the  exports  were — 


From  New  York, 

“ Philadelphia, 

“ Norfolk, 

“ Charleston, 

“ New  Orleans, 


3,464,056  lbs. 
35,155  “ 
171,050  “ 
457,794  “ 
7,422,934  “ 


Total  amount  for  the  year  1840,  11,550,989  lbs, 


Currency.  The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  a late 
date  says — “On  Saturday  we  saw  a ten  dollar  gold 
piece  sold  for  $100  in  Mississippi  rail  road  notes;  and 
on  Monday  a common  Marseilles  vest  brought  $100 
in  notes  of  the  Mississippi  Shipping  company.”  This 
is  going  back  to  continental  quotations. 

Cairo.  City  building.  The  junction  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  would  be  a great  place  for  a city,  if 
there  was  only  a safe  site  to  build  upon.  As  it  is,  the 
point  is  subject  to  inundation  at  every  flood  of  the 
mighty  streams  that  here  mingle  their  waters.  Great 
efforts  are  now  making  by  a company  of  capitalists, 
residing  principally  in  England,  to  build  up  a city  un- 
der the  name  of  Cairo,  at  this  point.  They  have  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land,  and  expended  a large  sum  in 
grading  and  embanking  to  keep  out  the  waters.  Quite 
a business  settlement  has  already  been  located,  and  un- 
less the  whole  town  some  day  slips  into  and  is  lost  in 
the  rushing  flood,  money  and  enterprise  will  in  time 
make  Cairo,  an  important  and  flourishing  city. 

[ Cleveland  Herald. 

Daguerreotype  discovery.  By  a peculiar  prepara- 
tion of  the  plate,  discovered  by  Mr.  Geo.  Prosche  of  this 
city,  daguerrotype  likenesses  are  taken  at  the  studio  of 
professor  Morse,  with  the  most  perfect  correctness,  in 
a second  of  time — as  quick,  indeed,  as  the  aparture  of 
the  lens  can  be  opened  and  shut  .again. 

[New  York  Jour. 

Deaths.  With  deep  feelings  of  regret  we  have  to 
record  the  death  of  one  of  our  best  friends,  Frederick 
Wilkinson,  late  of  the  U.  S.  army,  and  deputy  survey- 
or general  of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  A few  weeks 
since  he  was  in  the  prime  of  health;  and  with  firm 
step  he  paced  the  path  of  life;  looking  to  the  future 
with  hopes:  now  he  has  gone  from  among  us,  as  the 
shadow  of  a passing  cloud.  Poor  Wilkinson!  a better 
or  a braver  heart  never  beat  within  the  breast  of  man. 
A few  years  since,  he  lost  an  affectionate  and  newly- 
found  wife;  but  he  drank  of  the  bitter  cup,  with  the 
composure  of  a philosopher.  A chequered  life  was  his; 
but  ’twas  destined  to  be  cut  short  in  the  prime  of  man- 
hood. fie  leaves  a large  circle  of  friends  to  regret  his 
loss,  and  an  affectionate  father  and  mother  in  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y..  to  bemoan  his  death  [A.  O.  Adv. 

The  Cincinnati  papers  announce  the  death,  on  the 
1st  instant,  of  BenjaminDrake,  esq.  of  thatcity,  formerly 
editor  of  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle,  and  author  of  the 
“Life  of  Black  Hawk,”  and  other  publications. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  decease  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Calhoun,  professor  of  materia  medica  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania college.  He  expired  on  Wednesday  morning, 
after  a short  illness.  [Phil.  U.  S.  Qaz. 


Mr.  Chitty.  This  distinguished  lawyer,  whose  works 
on  pleadings,  bills  of  exchange  and  practice,  have  been 
so  extensively  used  in  our  country,  died  on  the  17th  of 
February,  1841,  in  Southampton  street,  Fitzroy  square, 
London,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

Doctor  of  divinity.  At  a meeting  of  the  faculty  of 
theology  of  St.  Mary’s  college,  Baltimore,  held  on  the 
19th  ult.  the  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity,  was  conferred 
on  the  right  rev.  Benedict  Fenwick,  bishop  of  Boston; 
on  the  rightrev.  John  Hughes,  coadjutor  bishop  of  New 
York;  and,  on  the  rightrev.  Richard  Vincent  Whelan, 
bishop  of  Richmond.  On  the  same  occasion,  the  same 
degree  was  conferred  on  the  rev.  Gilbert  Raymond, 
president  of  St.  Mary’s  college,  Baltimore;  and  on  the 
rev.  Felix  Varella,  of  New  York.  [Balt.  Amer. 

Earthquake  in  Italy.  The  city  of  Reggio,  in 
Calabria,  was  nearly  destroyed  by  an  earthquake  on 
the  22d  February.  The  shocks  were  fifteen  in  num- 
ber; the  street  of  the  Marine  was  converted  into  one 
heap  of  ruins;  most  of  the  houses  were  thrown  down, 
and  the  rest  were  so  damaged  as  to  be  altogether  un- 
inhabitable. The  palace  of  the  governor,  the  tribunal, 
the  prison,  the  barrack  of  St.  Augustine,  the  cathe- 
dral, five  other  churches,  and  various  other  public 
buildings,  were  entirely  destroyed.  The  inhabitants 
had  sought  refuge  partly  at  Messina  and  partly  at 
Naples. 

Emigration  to  America.  Letters  from  Europe  an- 
n ounce  an  immense  emigration  of  persons  from  Eu- 
rope the  ensuing  spring  and  summer.  Great  prepara- 
tions are  making  in  Germany — Holland;  whole  com- 
munities are  holding  meetings  preparatory  to  setting 
out,  under  the  direction  of  intelligent  persons,  selected 
to  direct  the  efforts  of  these  emigrants  after  they  ar- 
rive here.  Considerable  purchases  have  been  made 
in  Delaware  and  Ulster  counties,  in  this  state,  for  ac- 
count of  French  agriculturists.  Many  settlements  of 
Scotch  farmers  have  been  made  in  Delaware  county 
with  great  success.  The  emigrants  begin  to  find  they 
can  do  better  on  farms  in  this  state,  than  in  the  far 
west,  both  as  to  profit  and  health,  besides  affording 
them  an  opportunity  of  seeing  their  relatives  and  friends 
twice  a year,  without  the  labor,  risk  and  expense  of 
travelling  two  thousand  miles.  This  is  one  of  the  early 
results  of  the  policy  of  making  the  Erie  rail  road. 

[A.  Y.  Star. 

Mr.  Espy,  the  meteoroligist.  The  Paris  corres- 
pondent of  the  Boston  Courier,  in  a letter  received  by 
the  Acadia,  says: 

“Mr.  Espy  has  been  here  for  some  time,  trying  to  get 
an  opinion  from  the  academy,  respecting  his  theory  of 
storms,  &c.  and  at  last  has  succeeded.  The  commit- 
tee has  made  a very  favorable  report,  which  was  to 
have  been  read  in  public  session  yesterday.  He  deli- 
vered last  week  a course  of  lectures  upon  the  subject, 
to  a select  circle  of  Americans  and  French  savans,  and 
has  gone  to  Havre,  to  embark  in  the  packet  of  the  6th 
for  New  York.  Mr.  Espy  has  lectured  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  I believe  he  is  the  first  American  that 
ever  has  given  a lecture  on  any  science  in  Great  Bri- 
tain.’’ 

Fires.  Fifteen  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire  at 
St.  Louis,  on  the  night  of  March  29th.  They  were 
situated  on  the  north  side  of  Market  street,  between 
Main  and  Second,  and  belonged  to  Messrs.  George 
Morton  and  Joseph  G.  Lavielle.  They  were  estimated 
at  from  14,000  to  15,000  dollars. 

The  house  occupied  by  the  branch  of  the  State  bank 
of  Illinois,  at  Galena,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  28th 
ult.  The  fire  originated  in  the  room  occupied  by  the 
cashier,  Mr.  Turner.  It  was  not  known  whether  the 
vault  was  injured,  but  some  damage  to  it  was  feared. 

Hodge’s  steam  fire  engine.  On  Saturday  last,  se- 
veral experiments  were  made  with  this  engine  in  front 
of  the  City  Hall  and  in  presence  of  the  members  of  the 
common  council;  the  result  of  which  seems  to  show 
that  a new  era  in  the  extinguishing  of  fires  may  com- 
mence, whenever  our  corporation  see  fit  to  ordain  it. 

The  two  principal  trials  of  the  engine  were  as  fol- 
lows: A stream  of  one  inch  and  a half  diameter  was 
thrown  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees  to  a point  of  120  feet 
perpendicular  elevation.  This  stream  would  have  gone 
far  above  any  elevation  where  fire  is  likely  to  occur, 
and  the  body  of  water  thrown  was  equal  to  what  four 
of  our  ordinary  engines  could  discharge:  a prodigious 
result,  certainly;  and  one  that  bids  fair  to  exclude  the 
present  engine  from  use  altogether. 

At  the  second  trial  a stream  of  two  inches  was  thrown 
to  a perpendicular  height  of  seventy  feet,  the  engine 
being  at  the  time  worked  to  only  two-thirds  of  its 
power!  Now,  as  seventy  feet  is  still  above  the  eleva- 
tion of  an  ordinary  fire,  and  as  the  engine  to  throw 
the  water  seventy  feet  was  not  taxed  to  its  full  force, 
it  may  be  assumed  that  the  machine  is  capable  of 
throwing  a stream  of  three  or  four  inches  to  the  height 
of forty  feet;  and  it  is  evident  that  such  a stream  would 
reach  and  almost  instantaneously  extinguish  any  fire 
that  could  possibly  occur  in  our  city. 

We  do  not  know  the  expense  of  one  of  these  engines 
but  it  is  very  safe  to  estimate  that  the  cost  of  the  forty 
or  fifty  engines  now  owned  by  the  corporation,  must 
be  equal  to  some  four  or  five  of  the  steam  machines; 
and  it  is  equally  safe  to  assert  that  four  or  five  of  the 
latter  would  do  the  work  of  a hundred  of  the  former, 
and  much  more;  because  the  steam  engine  can  do 
with  ease  what  the  common  engine  cannot  do  at  all — 
viz:  extinguish  a fire  at  an  elevation  of  80,  100  and 
even  120  feet  from  the  ground.  Besides,  when  these 


steam  engines  are  once  constructed,  there  is  little  com- 
parative expense  in  working  them;  and  there  would 
then,  be  no  necessity  for  legislative  action  about  the  or- 
ganization and  recompense  of  fire  companies. 

[New  York  Signal. 

Oldest  man  in  New  England.  Deacon  John 
Whitman  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  March  25,  1735, 
and  entered  upon  his  one  hundred  and  seventh  year 
last  Friday.  His  bodily  health  is  good,  and  be  is  able 
to  walk  out  without  a cane.  His  mental  faculties  have 
failed  him,  and  he  has  lost  his  eye-sight.  He  has  been 
a temperate  man  all  his  life;  not  having  lasted  ardent 
spirits  for  the  last  fifty  years. 

The  president's  mansion.  President  Tyler  left  his 
lodging’s  at  Brown’s  Hotel,  on  the  15th  inst.  for  the 
mansion.  Governor  Chambers  and  col.  Todd  have 
left  the  city  for  the  west,  as  well  as  most  of  the  con- 
nexions of  the  lamented  chief,  who  so  lately  took  pos- 
session. 

The  queen  of  England.  The  privy  purse  of  the 
queen  of  England  amounts  to  Z.60,000,  per  annum,  or 
1.164  7s.  lOd.  a day.  She  has  besides  Buckingham  pa- 
lace, St.  James’s  palace,  Windsor  castle  and  Brighton 
avilion.  Including  the  expenses  of  the  royal  house- 
old,  royal  bounties  and  charities,  pensions,  unappro- 
priated money,  &c.  the  queen’s  income  annually  is 

415.0001.  or  1,1371.  a day.  Queen  Adelaide  receives 

100.0001.  a year,  or  2741.  a day. 

Steamers.  The  N.  York  Herald  says:  “Five  stea- 
mers are  now  ploughing  the  Atlantic.  Three  are  run- 
ning hitherward — the  Great  Western,  Columbia  and 
President.  The  first  sailed  on  the  3d,  and  the  Colum- 
bia on  the  4th  inst.  The  latter  sailed  last  Saturday. — 
All  will  arrive  this  month.  If  the  weather  be  any  way 
pleasant,  the  Great  Western  will  reach  New  York  next 
Saturday  or  Sunday. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  of  Pa.  shares  have  gone  up  in 
New  York.  On  the  12th  sales  were  made  to  a consi- 
derable amount  at  18  a 18£,  and  some  as  high  as  19. — 
How  are  we  to  account  for  this?  On  the  14th  sales  were 
made  at  17j  a 18  Transactions  in  other  stocks  are 
19, 5C0  shares  N.  York  5’s  of  1858  at  83;  3,000  Indiana 
bonds  52| ; Vicksburg  5|  a 6;  Illinois  bank  3S;  Canton 
co.  23 1;  $5,000  canal  5’s  of  1838,  83;  $2,400  Ohio  6’s  of 
1860,  90;  $2,000  Illinois  6’s  of  1870,  49;  $10,000  Indiana 
bonds  52  j ; 275  shares  North  American  Trust  company 
10j  a 10J;  450  shares  Delaware  and  Hudson  90*  a 90|; 
175  shares  Stonnington  28  a 28j;  25  shares  United 
States  17  a 18. 

Taxation  in  England.  We  can  inform  Brother 
Jonathan  what  are  the  inevitable  consequences  of  be- 
ing too  fond  of  glory:  Taxes  upon  every  article  which 
enters  the  mouth  or  covers  the  back,  or  is  placed  under 
the  foot — taxes  upon  every  thing  which  is  pleasant  to 
see,  hear,  feel,  smell  or  taste — taxes  upon  warmth,  light, 
locomotion— taxes  on  every  thing  on  earth,  and  in  the 
waters  under  the  earth — on  every  thing  that  comes 
from  abroad,  or  is  grown  at  home — taxes  on  the  raw 
material,  and  on  every  fresh  value  that  is  added  to  it 
by  the  industry  of  man — taxes  on  the  sauce  which 
pampers  man’s  appetite,  and  on  the  drug  which  re- 
stores him  to  health— on  the  ermine  which  decorates 
the  judge,  and  the  rope  which  hangs  the  criminal— on 
the  poor  man’s  salt  and  the  rich  man’s  spice;  on  the 
brass  nails  of  the  coffin,  and  the  ribbons  of  the  bride; 
at  bed  or  board,  couchant  or  levant,  we  must  pay. 
The  school  boy  whips  his  taxed  top — the  beardless 
youth  manages  his  taxed  horse  with  a taxed  bridle,  on 
a taxed  road — and  the  dying  Englishman,  pouring  out 
his  medicine,  which  has  paid  7 per  cent,  flings  himself 
back  upon  his  chintz  bed,  which  has  paid  22  per  cent, 
and  expires  in  the  arms  of  a taxed  apothecary,  who  has 
paid  a licence  of  £ 100  sterling,  for  the  privilege  of  prac- 
tising his  calling!  His  whole  property  is  then  taxed  from 
two  to  ten  percent,  and  besides  the  probate,  large  fees 
are  demanded  for  burying  him  in  the  chancel,  his  vir- 
tues are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed  marble, 
and  he  is  at  length  gathered  to  his  fathers — to  be  taxed 
no  more!  [ English  paper. 

Tobacco  monopoly  in  France.  A late  Paris  paper 
states,  on  the  authority  of  an  official  report  distributed 
among  the  deputies  by  the  minister  of  finance,  that  the 
profits  of  the  tobacco  monopoly  to  the  state  for  1839 
were  66,001,841  francs,  ($12,375,345  19),  being 
4,319,416  francs  more  than  in  1838.  The  profits  on 
the  gun  powder  monopoly  for  the  same  period  were 
2,802,710  francs,  being  34,798  francs  less  than  in  1838. 

Tobacco  trade  The  Baltimore  American  states 
that  a parcel  of  tobacco  was  recently  shipped  from 
Maysville,  Kentucky,  to  Pittsburg  at  a cost  ot  20  cents 
per  100  lbs.  and  was  thence  brought  to  Baltimore  by 
one  of  the  transportation  lines  at  85  cents  per  100,  the 
whole  freight  costing,  when  delivered  at  the  depot  in 
Baltimore,  at  $1  05  per  100  lbs.  The  only  charge  after 
its  arrival  is  the  drayage  to  the  warehouse  and  the 
commission  of  the  consignee,  generally  two  and  a 
half  per  cent.  The  owner  is  moreover  allowed  by  the 
purchaser  one  dollar  for  each  cask,  and  is  subject  to 
no  charge  for  inspection,  and  has  the  privilege  of  stor- 
ing it  for  twelve  months  in  the  state  warehouses  with- 
out cost  for  storage. 

Another  lot  of  tobacco  was  recently  received  in  Bal- 
timore from  Clarksville,  on  the  Missouri  river,  the 
transportation  of  which  cost  only  $1  10  per  100  lbs. 
The  distance  from  Clarksville  to  Baltimore  is  about 
1,700  miles. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steam  ship  Columbia,  captain  Judkins,  ar- 
rived at  Boston,  on  the  19th  instant.  She  left  Li- 
verpool ou  the  4th. 

No  news  of  great  importance.  The  press  of  Eng- 
land appears  to  have  been  discussing  the  McLeod 
question  with  a great  deal  of  ardor. 

The  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  Patrick  Henry, 
with  general  Harrison’s  address,  and  of  the  Britan- 
nia, with  despatches  for  the  British  government, 
tended  to  allay  a most  feverish  excitement  which 
had  prevailed  in  all  classes,  and  our  last  advices 
show  a much  better  feeling  towards  this  country, 
and  a rapid  advance  in  the  money  market. 

The  Great  Western  was  not  to  sail  till  the  8th. — 
She  was  at  thst  ordered  to  call  at  Halifax,  fiom  fear 
of  difficulties  arising  between  this  country  and 
England.  The  intention  of  calling  at  Halifax  was  re- 
linquished in  consequence  of  the  peaceable  advices 
recently  received  from  the  United  States. 

The  greatest  anxiety  prevailed  in  England  at  the 
time  of  the  departure  ot  the  Columbia  at  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  steam  ship  president;  fearful  anticipa- 
tions were  entertained  that  she  had  met  with  some 
serious  accident. 

The  Britannia  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  Wednesday 
the  13th  nit.  in  15  days  Irom  this  port. 

The  packet  ship  Patrick  Henry,  capt.  Delano,  ar- 
rived at  Liverpool  on  Wednesday,  after  a remaika- 
bly  rapid  passage  of  15  days  and  10  hours.  She  left 
that  city  on  the  8th  inst.  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  and  took 
pilot  off  Liverpool  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  5 
A.  M.  [ London  Times. 

The  Times  of  the  2d  instant,  says,  “government 
received  despatches  from  Mr.  Fox  by  the  same 
steamer  which  brought  out  letters  and  papers,  and 
these  despatches  leave  no  doubt  of  an  amicable  and 
immediate  settlement  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  as  far  as  regards  the  question  of 
McLeod.  Mr.  Fox  had  received  a communi- 
cation to  that  effect  from  the  American  govern- 
mentcouched  in  the  most  conciliatory  language. — 
We  think  the  public  mind  may  be  at  rest  on  this 
point. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  same  date  says, 
“the  news  from  the  United  States,  by  the  Britannia 
steamer,  may  be  looked  upon  in  a two-fold  charac- 
ter— political  and  commercial.  In  regard  to  the 
first,  the  contents  are  considered  very  favorable, 
and  the  best  evidence  of  that  is,  that  the  funds  have 
risen  in  consequence  ^ per  cent.  The  only  points 
considered  to  be  at  issue  now  are,  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  McLeod’s  liberation,  for  all  fears  forhissale- 
ty,  or  indeed  conviction,  are  at  an  end. 

“The  commercial  intelligence  from  America  is 
not  so  gratifying  as  the  political.  The  money  mar- 
ket was  very  much  depressed;  capitalists  represent- 
ed as  desirous  to  limit  their  liabilities,  and  the  mas- 
ses as  evincing  an  inclination  to  hoard.  It  must  be 
kept  in  view,  however,  that  when  the  Britannia  sail- 
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ed  the  Americans  were  not  aware  that  the  bills 
drawn  up  on  the  three  London  houses  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  been  accepted — we  may 
reasonably  look  lor  some  revival  of  confidence  and 
appearance  of  better  things  when  this  shall  have  be- 
come known.” 

An  extraordinary  excitement  appears  to  have  pre- 
vailed previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Britannia,  but 
it  will  be  seen  by  these  extracts  from  the  leading 
London  papers,  that  this  panic  had  ceased  imme- 
diately after  her  news  became  known. 

A large  meeting  is  announced  to  take  place  in 
Glasgow  soon,  which  will  embrace  the  broad  gene- 
ral question  of  the  duties  on  every  description  of 
goods  and  produce  imported  into  the  United  King- 
dom, including,  of  course,  the  duties  levied  upon 
corn  and  provisions. 

It  is  now  stated  that  sir  William  Parker  will  suc- 
ceed admiral  Elliot  in  China. 

FRANCE. 

Anarchical  movement.  The  French  government 
received  the  following  telegraphic  despatch  from 
Marseilles,  March  24th. 

‘'■Prefect  of  the  Boushes  da  Rhone  to  the  ministers  of 
the  interior. 

“Some  anarchists  of  the  lowest  class  attempted  a 
movement  last  night;  we  were  on  our  guard.  From 
12  to  15  individuals,  most  of  them  bearers  of  arms 
and  cartiidges,  have  been  arrested.  Justice  is  mak- 
ing inquiries.  Every  thing  is  perfectly  tranquil. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Land  offices. 

Garret  Elkin,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Sprig- 
field,  Illinois,  vice  Marvellous  Easthatn. 

John  Beard,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana,  vice  Ambrose  Whitlock,  (ap- 
pointed in  the  place  of  Marks  Crume),  who  de- 
clines the  appointment. 

Surveyors  general. 

William  Pelham,  for  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

Benjamin  A.  Ludlovve,  lor  the  district  south  of 
Tennessee. 

Attorneys  of  the  United  States. 

George  C.  Bates,  tor  Michigan. 

Balie  Peyton,  for  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

Joshua  A.  Spencer,  for  northern  district  of  New 
York. 

Marshal. 

Silas  M.  Stilwell,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

Collector. 

Willis  H.  Arnold,  collector  of  the  customs  lor  the 
district  of  Pearl  river,  Mi.  vice  Isaac  W.  Jewett. 

Consuls.  The  president  has  recognized  the  fol- 
lowing consuls  and  vice  consuls  to  the  U.  States, 
viz: 

Moses  Patten  consul  of  Texas  for  the  port  of 
Bangor,  in  the  stale  of  Maine. 

James  Winthrop  Andrews  consul  of  Greece  for 
the  port  of  Boston  and  its  dependencies,  in  the 
stale  of  Massachusetts. 

John  Lucius  Hedley,  vice  consul  of  Portugal  at 
Charleston,  in  and  for  the  state  of  South  Carolina. 

Lawrence  A.  Eilmondston  vice  consul  of  Sar- 
dinia, for  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  to  reside  at 
Charleston. 

Title!  May  not  the  good  people  of  this  repub- 
lic be  spared  from  an  idle  controversy  in  regard  to 
the  appellation  by  which  the  person  now  at  the  head 
of  its  executive  deparlment  shall  be  designated?  — 
The  Richmond  Enquirer  took  occasion  conspicu- 
ously to  style  Mr.  Tyler  as  the  “acting  president.” 
The  National  Intelligencer  insists  that. the  vice  pre- 
sident in  case  of  the  death  of  the  president,  suc- 
ceeds, under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  to 
the  appellation  of,  as  well  as  to  the  powers  and 
duties  of,  “ president  of  the  United  States.”  The 
New  York  Post  takes  part  with  the  Enquirer,  and 
refuses  to  allow  that  Mr.  Tyler  is  “the  president.” 
The  editor  of  the  Enquirer  reiterates,  that  he  is 
willing  to  allow  Mr.  Tyler  “all  the  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  office — full  powers,  and  all  its  duties. — 
He  may  ride  upon  the  top  of  his  commission — but 
alter  all,  he  does  not  succeed  to  the  title  of  “presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,”  and  promised  his  read- 
ers more  upon  the  subject  as  soon  as  they  have 
leizure! 


TRIBUTE  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  THE  LATE  PRESI- 
DENT, WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Amongst  the  papers  which  now  daily  reach  us 
from  the  various  sections  of  this  union,  we  yet  open 
many  that  contain  president  Harrison’s  inaugural 
address,  and  accounts  of  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
he  was  hailed  on  his  arrival  at  the  capitol  to  assume 
one  of  the  most  elevated  positions  in  all  the  circle 
of  human  authority;  and  the  next  paper  which  we 
open  is  surrounded  with  all  the  habilaments  of 
mourning,  and  its  pages  filled  with  melancholy  tes- 
timonials of  a bereaved  people,  mourning  their  de- 
parted chief.  We  have  received  a number  of  urgent 
requests  already,  to  register  those  public  expres- 
sions. It  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  our  limits 
can  afford  but  a mere  specimen  of  what  has  been  ut- 
tered from  almost  every  community  and  association 
in  the  union — sufficient  will  be  given  from  which, 
in  the  far  future,  a correct  idea  may  be  formed  of 
how  this  people  respect  the  man  of  their  choice, 
and  how  deeply  they  lament  his  loss. 

The  few  members  of  gen.  Hariison’s  family  that 
were  remaining  in  Washington,  departed  from  the 
city  yesterday.  The  sympathies  of  a nation  will 
follow  them,  and  as  soon  as  that  nation  can  express 
its  disposition  through  the  constitutional  channels, 
we  trust  the  family  of  gen.  Harrison  will  receive  a 
testimony  more  substantial  than  words. 

A letter  from  Cincinnati  says:  Mrs.  Harrison 
had  reached  that  cily  on  her  way  to  Washington 
the  morning  on  which  the  intelligence  of  the  presi- 
dent’s death  reached  there.  Her  bereavement  has 
been  sad  indeed — but  she  bears  it,  I am  informed, 
better  than,  in  her  infirm  state  of  health,  could  have 
been  hoped.  Most  of  her  family  are  near  her,  to 
support  and  comfort  her,  and  if  the  sympathy  of  a 
whole  nation  can  avail,  wc  may  hope  that  her  loss 
will  not  be  altogether  irreparable. 

Gen.  Harrison  and  his  wife.  A touching  remi- 
niscence connected  with  a visit  made  by  the  voca- 
list, Mr.  Russell,  to  North  Bend  last  summer,  is 
given  in  the  New  York  Express. 

The  sweet  singer,  like  every  other  friend,  found 
a warm  welcome  at  the  hospitable  mansion  of  ge- 
neral Harrison.  Among  the  songs  sung  was  a 
plaintive  domestic  one,  happy  in  its  tho’ts  and 
touching  in  its  language,  entitled  “My  Old  Wife.” 
The  language  was  strikingly  adapted  to  the  hap- 
py life  and  loves  of  general  Harrison  and  his  “old 
wife,”  both  of  whom  found  in  the  society  of  each 
other  the  most  perfect  happiness  which  it  is  possi- 
ble to  enjoy.  The  music  was  overpowering  at 
the  time,  recalling  as  it  did  the  events  of  years  of 
uninterrupted  domestic  bliss.  Mrs.  Harrison  wept 
like  a child,  and  as  tears  are  contagious  when  the 
fountains  of  sympathy  are  not  dried  up,  the  hus- 
band of  the  “old  wife”  could  not  refrain  from  weep- 
ing also.  The  remark  of  Mrs.  Harrison  in  excuse 
for  what  she  deemed  a woman’s  weakness,  was  (he 
dread  of  change,  which  of  necessity  must  come — a 
change  of  residence  from  North  Bend  to  Wash- 
ington, and  in  a change  of  condition  from  the  hum- 
ble citizen  superintending  his  farm,  to  the  president 
of  a nation,  with  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
government  upon  his  shoulders.  “I  wish,”  said 
Mrs.  H.  “that  my  husband’s  friends  had  left  him 
where  he  is,  happy  and  contented  in  retirement.” 
General  Harrison’s  heart,  in  the  hour  of  social 
quiet,  surrounded  by  the  remnant  of  his  family,  re- 
sponded to  the  sentiment,  and  doubtless  felt  the 
vanity  of  all  things  earthly,  Alas,  how  fully  have 
been  the  dark  forebodings  of  the  wife  realized! 
She  who  a week  since  was  “the  good  old  wife,” 
is  now  the  lone  widow,  and  before  the  eyes  of  the 
reader  are  fixed  upon  the  paragraph  we  write,  re- 
lating the  simple  story  of  a pious  and  good  woman, 
tiers  are  filled  with  tears  at  the  loss  of  one  dearer  to 
her  than  life.  How  often  will  the  recollection  of 
the  wish  we  have  named  return  to  tier,  and  how 
many  and  painful  will  be  the  regrets  that  husband 
and  wife,  who  had  lived  so  long  and  so  happdy  to- 
gether, were  separated  in  the  hour  of  death. 

“There  is  a tear  for  all  who  die, 

A mourner  o’er  the  humblest  grave; 

But  nations  swell  the  funeral  cry, 

And  triumph  weeps  above  the  brave.” 

A nation  now  swells  the  funeral  cry  for  the  dead. 
We  hope  the  general  mourning  of  the  nation,  the 
sympathies  and  prayers  of  the  people,  will  be  re- 
membrances for  the  consolation  ot  “the  good  old 
I wife”  of  the  deceased  patriot  who  has  left  us. 
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The  last  scene.  One  of  the  most  affecting  inci- 
dents of  the  interment  of  our  late  venerated  chief 
magistrate  occurred  at  the  moment  those  who  had 
deposited  his  remains  in  the  vault  ascended  from  it. 
His  devoted  friends,  gov.  Chambers  and  col.  Todd, 
stepped  from  the  family  circle  of  mourners — de- 
scended into  the  vault — stood  by  his  coffin.  Thus, 
as  it  were,  literally  descending  into  the  grave  with 
the  man  by  whose  side  they  had  stood  in  the  field 
of  battle,  in  the  hour  of  deadly  conflict — to  whose 
support  and  aid,  in  the  day  of  his  adversity,  they 
had  rallied  in  the  feelings  of  their  affection,  with 
unflinching  firmness  and  untiring  zeal. 

None  had  rejoiced  more  sincerely  in  his  triumph, 
or  participated  more  largely  in  his  confidence. 
They  watched  over  him  with  more  than  brotherly 
affection  in  health — stood  by  his  bedside  and  admi- 
nistered to  his  wants  in  his  last  moments. — closed 
his  eyes  in  death — mourned  over  his  lifeless  body, 
and  descended  with  it  to  place  of  final  rest.  The 
manly  tears  which  stood  upon  their  faces  as  they 
ascended  from  the  vault  bespoke  their  conscious- 
ness that  their  intercourse  with  the  friend  they 
loved  had  closed  forever! 

This  affecting  example  of  gov.  Chambers  and 
col.  Todd  was  immediately  followed  by  the  rela- 
tives of  the  deceased,  by  president  Tyler,  and  each 
of  his  cabinet,  and  by  ex-president  Adams,  and 
some  others  who  were  present.  Need  I picture 
the  moral  sublimity  of  the  scene? 

AN  EYE  WITNESS. 

The  public  feeling.  As  a steamboat  was  about 
leaving  Wheeling,  crowded  with  passengers,  a 
heartless  man  observed  that  he  regarded  the  presi- 
dent’s death  as  a public  blessing.  The  remark 
startled  those  who  heard  it,  and,  for  a time,  deep 
silence  was  the  only  answer  which  was  made.  At 
length  a man,  venerable  in  appearance  and  years, 
in  a voice  stifled  with  grief,  said,  such  wanton 
levity  was  not  consistent  with  a tine  American, 
and  that  he  would  not  travel  with  any  one  who 
could  so  speak.  All  the  passengers  concurred  in 
this  opinion,  and  the  heartless  wretch  was  ordered 
on  shore  as  being  unfit  to  associate  with  men 

[ Cincinnati  Republican. 

Gen.  Harrison’s  last  letter.  On  Saturday  the  lOih 
inst.  a hardy,  weather  beaten,  but  very  respectable 
looking  seaman  presented  himself  to  the  collector,  at 
the  custom  house,  and  inquiring  for  Mr.  Curtis, 
said,  “general  Harrison  told  me  to  give  this  letter 
into  your  own  hand.  He  told  me  to  give  his  kind 
respects  to  Mr.  Curtis,  and  said  Mr.  Curtis  was  his 
friend,  and  would  be  my  Iriend.”  Mr.  Curtis  open- 
ed the  letter,  and  found  it  to  be,  from  its  date,  one 
of  the  last,  if  not  the  very  last  letter,  written  by  gen. 
Harrison.  It  bears  date  of  the  day  when  his  illness 
commenced.  The  reader  will  see,  from  a perusal 
of  it,  that  amidst  all  the  cares  and  troubles  of  his 
high  position,  he  was  true  to  the  humblest  of  his  old 
friends.  Tucker  says  the  general  made  him  come 
to  the  dinner  table  with  the  great  folks,  and  when 
he  hesitated  and  intimated  that  he  had  better  go  be- 
low for  his  dinner,  the  general  said,  “Tucker  you 
and  I have  been  shipmates,  and  a long  time  to- 
gether. You  are  an  honest  man;  come  and  eat  your 
dinner  with  me,  and  come  here  again  to-morrow 
morning  and  get  your  breakfast  with  me.” 

Tucker  says  the  general  invited  him  to  stay  in 
Washington,  and  told  him  he  would  take  care  of 
him,  but  his  wife  and  children  being  in  New  York, 
Tucker  preferred  to  return.  He  says  gen.  H.  fol- 
lowed him  into  the  grounds  on  the  east  side  of  the 
white  house,  and  then  walked  with  him  arm-in-arm, 
that  the  general  had  no  hat  on,  and  when  Tucker 
adverted  to  his  liability  to  take  cold,  he  waived  the 
remark  by  saying  he  was  already  unw’ell.  Having 
received  the  letter  from  the  general.  Tucker  says  he 
followed  him  to  the  door,  and  shook  him  by  the 
hand,  saying,  “go  to  my  friend  Mr.  Curtis,  and  after 
you  have  been  to  him,  don’t  forget  to  write  to  me 
that  you  and  your  wife  and  children  are  happy 
again.” 

Tucker  says  he  had  no  money  to  come  home  by 
land,  but  he  did  not  let  the  general  know  that,  for 
he  knew  he  would  give  it  to  him  in  a minute,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  take  money  from  the  good  old  man 
who  had  been  so  kind  to  him.  And  soTucker  went 
onboard  the  schooner  L.  L.  Sturgis,  at  Alexandria, 
and  worked  his  passage  home  to  New  York.  When 
he  came  to  the  custom  house  he  had  not  been  ashore 
thirty  minutes,  and  having  first  heard  the  sad  news 
of  the  death  of  his  kind  benefactor  as  he  passed  up 
the  old  slip  dock,  the  abundant  tears  that  fell  down 
his  hardy  cheek  testified  that  his  is  no  ungrateful 
heart. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Curtis  immediately 
appointed  Mr.  Tucker  an  inspector  of  the  customs. 

[N.  Y.  Com.  Adver. 

Washington,  26 th  March,  1841. 

“Dear  sir: — The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Thomas 
Tucker,  a veteran  seaman,  came  with  me  from  Car- 


ihagena,  as  the  mate  of  the  brig  Montidia,  in  the 
year  1829.  In  an  association  of  several  weeks  I im- 
bibed a high  opinion  of  his  character — so  much  so 
that  (expressing  a desire  to  leave  the  sea)  I invited 
him  to  come  to  North  Bend  and  spend  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  with  me.  Subsequent  misfortunes 
prevented  his  doing  so,  as  he  was  desirous  to  bring 
some  money  with  him  to  commence  farming  opera- 
tions. His  bad  fortune  still  continues,  having  been 
several  times  shipwTeckcd  within  a few  years.  He 
says  that  himself  and  family  are  now  in  such  a situ- 
ation that  the  humblest  employment  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  him,  and  I write  this  to  recommend  him 
to  your  favorable  notice.  I am  persuaded  that  no 
one  possess,  in  a higher  degree,  the  virtues  of  fideli- 
ty, honesty  and  indefatigable  industry,  and,  I might 
add,  of  indomitable  bravery,  if  that  was  a quality 
necessary  for  the  kind  of  employment  he  seeks. — - 
Yours  very  truly,  W.  H.  HARRISON. 

“ Edward  Curtis,  esq.  collector,  4‘C.  New  York.” 

An  incident  in  the  New  York  procession.  The  N. 
York  Sun  says:  “Very  creditable  to  the  respected 
consuls  of  England  and  France,  was  the  method 
adopted  by  them  to  attest  their  sympathy  with  the 
citizens  of  this  republic  in  their  late  national  be- 
reavement. These  two  gentlemen,  we  are  glad  to 
notice,  appeared  in  the  ranks  of  the  great  funeral 
procession,  each  bearing  the  furled  flag  of  his  re- 
spective country,  shrouded  in  crape.  It  was  a hap- 
py incident,  and  one  well  calculated  to  promote 
that  good  feeling  between  the  citizens  of  this  re- 
public and  the  governments  represented  by  these 
gentlemen  which  now  exists,  and  we  hope  always 
will  exist,  and  never  cease  to  strengthen  with  its 
age.” 

Gen.  Harrison  and  judge  Burnet.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  committee  in  Cincinnati  to  agree  upon  suita- 
ble measure  to  express  the  public  feelings  on  the 
melancholy  occasion  of  gen.  Harrison’s  death,  a 
motion  was  made  and  unanimously  adopted,  that 
judge  Burnet  be  requested  to  deliver  the  eulogy 
upon  the  late  president.  The  judge  was  present 
being  chairman  of  the  committee.  He  declined  the 
request,  and  “never,”  says  the  Cincinnati  Republi- 
can, “did  we  witness  deeper  feeling  or  listen  to  truer 
eloquence  than  in  the  remarks  he  made.”  “1  can- 
not accept,”  said  he,  “I  could  not  speak.  1 knew 
Harrison  forty-six  years  ago;  he  was  a brother  to 
me  then;  we  have  been  brothers  ever  si  nee;  our  hearts 
were  knit  together,  and  I would  choke  were  I to 
attempt  to  speak  of  him.  He  is  the  last  of  the  little 
band  who  started  this  city.  I am  alone  now,  all 
alone,  and  I cannot  talk  of  my  friend.  I cannot.” 
And  the  manly  tears  fell  down  his  cheeks,  and  the 
sobs  which  were  heard  coming  alike  from  the  aged 
and  the  young  of  both  parties  told  the  deep  sympa- 
thy which  all  felt.  The  scene  was  touching.  It 
overcame  all  who  witnessed  it. 

Maine.  A great  and  honorable  tribute.  The 
members  of  the  legislature  of  Maine  went  to  the 
fountain  head  of  all  goodness  to  find  consolation  for 
the  loss  of  the  beloved  chief  magistrate  of  the  na- 
tion. The  governor  sent  a suitable  message  to  the 
legislature  announcing  the  melancholy  event,  and 
resolutions  were  adopted,  commemorating  the  name 
and  services  of  the  illustrious  dead.  In  joint  meet- 
ing, also,  the  following  order  was  adopted,  credita- 
ble alike  to  the  slate  and  the  legislature: 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  death  of  William 
Henry  Harrison,  president  of  these  U.  States 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  immediately 
after  their  adjournment,  will  repair  to  one  of  the 
meeting  houses  of  this  town,  and  attend  prayers, 
that  this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  'may 
have  its  proper  influence  upon  the  people  of  this 
state  and  of  the  nation. 

New  York.  Funeral  honors.  The  citizens  of 
Albany,  partaking  of  the  general  sorrow  for  the 
nation’s  bereavement,  solemnized  the  event  on 
Friday  by  a funeral  procession.  Though  the  day 
was  rendered  unpropitious  by  falling  rain,  it  did 
not  interrupt  the  formation  of  the  procession  or 
materially  diminish  the  number  of  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  mournful  ceremonies.  The  day 
was  ushered  in  by  the  filing  of  a federal  salute,  and 
the  tolling  of  the  bells  of  all  the  churches;  the  of- 
fices and  places  of  public  resort  and  most  of  the 
stores  were  dressed  in  deep  mourning;  the  national 
flag,  shrouded  in  crape,  hung  from  the  principal 
hotels,  and  was  displayed  at  half  mast  from  the 
capitol,  the  public  buildings  and  the  various  ship 
ping  in  the  harbor.  The  governor  and  his  suite, 
the  senate  and  house  of  assembly  of  the  state,  the 
municipal  councils  of  Alban)'  and  city  and  county 
officers,  all  the  military  companies,  and  civil  and 
mechanical  associations  of  all  descriptions,  turned 
out  in  great  numbers  on  the  occasion,  swelling  the 
procession  to  upwards  of  a mile  in  length,  which 
moved  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city, 
with  slow  and  solemn  music,  arrayed  in  the  insig- 
nia of  deep  and  heartfelt  sorrow,  to  the  church 


which  had  been  selected  for  the  performance  of  the 
religious  exercises.  Alter  the  conclusion  of  these 
ceremonies,  a eulogiuin  on  the  life,  character  and 
virtues  of  the  deceased  president  was  pronounced 
by  the  rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  which  is  described  as  a 
masterly  effort,  replete  with  interest,  eloquence  and 
pathos,  and  well  calculated,  on  an  occasion  so 
fraught  with  all  lhat  could  touch  the  feelings  or 
awaken  the  sensibilities  of  the  soul,  to  enchain  an 
audience  in  deep  and  breathless  attention,  and  ad- 
monish all  present  of  the  vanity  of  earthly  great- 
ness and  the  folly  of  human  hopes. 

The  torch  light  procession.  This  novel  and  most 
imposing  part  of  the  obsequies  in  honor  of  the  il- 
lustrious ilead,  says  the  Albany  Evening  Journal, 
took  place  on  Saturday  evening.  It  was  arranged 
under  the  auspices  and  direction  of  the  firemen  of 
Albany — ever  ready  at  the  call  of  duty  or  patriot- 
ism. The  procession  was  composed  of  members  of 
the  different  companies,  in  their  firemen’s  dress, 
accompanied  by  a full  band  of  music,  and  beaiing 
the  funeral  urn  covered  with  its  pall — the  whole 
illuminated  by  the  light  of  upwards  of  600  torches. 
It  passed  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city 
between  8 and  10  o’clock.  The  night  was  still  and 
very  dark;  and  the  effect  produced  by  the  long  ar- 
ray of  mourners  at  that  usual  hour — the  funeral  em- 
blems— the  solemn  music,  and  the  strong  red  glare, 
of  the  torches,  revealing  from  the  gloom  and  light- 
ing up  with  picturesque  effect  the  houses  and 
crowds  of  spectators  which  thronged  the  windows 
as  they  passed,  left  an  impression  which  will  not 
soon  be  effaced  from  the  memoiy  of  those  who  be- 
held the  scene. 

This  striking  and  effective  testimonial  of  the  grief 
of  the  people  for  the  lamented  Harrison  fitly  closed 
the  week  which  the  tidings  of  his  death  had  render- 
ed indeed  a period  of  heaviness  and  mourning. 

The  procession.  The  New’  Fork  Evening  Post 
says — The  funeral  procession  on  Saturday,  in  honor 
of  the  memory  of  the  late  president,  was  composed, 
it  is  estimated,  of  about  thirty  thousand  persons. 
All  the  military  of  this  city  and  of  Brooklyn,  all  the 
public  bodies,  all  the  charitable  societies,  sailors 
from  the  navy  yard,  the  fire  department,  and  a 
great  number  of  citizens  took  part  in  the  solemn 
ceremony.  Although  the  day  was  stormy,  a larger 
concourse  of  persons  were  seldom,  if  ever,  assem- 
bled here  on  any  occasion.  Thestreets  w'ere  lined  on 
both  sides,  wherever  the  procession  moved,  by  mul- 
titudes of  men,  women  and  children,  who  during 
the  whole  of  the  storm,  continued  to  keep  their 
places.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which 
the  immense  body  reachpd  the  Park,  the  funeral 
oration  by  chancellor  Frelinghuysen,  was  obliged 
to  be  postponed. 

Pennsylvania.  In  the  Lancaster  Examiner, 
we  find  among  the  names  of  the  speakers  who  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  called  by  the  mayor  of  that  city 
on  the  melancholy  occasion,  that  of  senator  Buchan- 
an— of  whom  the  account  says:  “Owing  to  his  pe- 
culiar position  we  were  particularly  pleased  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  honorable  James  Buchanan. 
He  was  truly  eloquent,  and  spoke  not  only  as  a 
statesman  and  patriot  should  speak  on  such  an  oc- 
casion— but  as  a repulican — a true  hearted  Ame- 
rican.” 

Maryland.  The  Baltimore  committee  of  ar- 
rangements for  paying  public  honors  due  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States 
unanimously  voted  to  request  chief  justice  Taney 
to  deliver  the  oration  on  the  occasion.  From  the 
following  reply  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  been  ne- 
cessarily obliged  to  decline  the  invitation: 

Baltimore,  April  15,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I sincerely  regret  that  it  is  not  in 
my  [lower  to  comply  with  the  w'islies  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  delivering  an  oration  at  the  celebration 
of  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  lamented  general 
Harrison,  late  president  of  the  United  States.  But 
I am  only  now  recovering  from  an  illness  under 
which  I suffered  during  the  late  winter,  and  have 
not  the^physical  strength  to  deliver  an  oration  to  a 
crowded  audience.  lam  ready,  however,  to  unite 
most  cordially  with  my  fellow  citizens  of  Balti- 
more, in  [laying  the  honors  so  justly  due  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  distinguished  dead,  in  any  other  station 
in  which  the  committee  may  think  it  proper  to 
place  me.  I am,  gentlemen,  with  high  respect  and 
regard,  R.  B.  TANEY. 

To  Samuel  Moore,  S.  C.  Leakin,  James  Carroll, 
Z.  Collins  Lee,  and  Columbus  O’Donnell,  esqs. 

Jonathan  Meredith,  esq.  has  accepted  the 
invitation  to  deliver  the  funeral  oration  on  Monday 
next. 

Virginia.  A tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
president.  At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Rich- 
mond, convened  at  Trinity  church  on  Thursday, 
the  Sth  inst.  general.  Win.  Lambert,  mayor  of  the 
city,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  G.  W.  Munford, 
appointed  secretary. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Leigh,  Ihe  following 
preamble  and  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

The  citizens  of  Richmond  assembled  in  general 
meeting,  on  occasion  of  the  lamented  death  of  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  late  president  of  the 
United  States,  all  hearts  uniting  in  the  desire  to  pay 
merited  honors  to  the  memory  of  the  chosen  chief 
magistrate  of  the  people,  are  sensible  that  they  can- 
not more  effectually  render  such  honors,  than  by 
testifying,  thus  publicly,  the  respect,  veneration 
and  love  they  bore  him,  while  living;  their  grateful 
sense  of  his  exalted  civic  and  private  virtues,  so 
signally  manifested  throughout  his  life,  and  of  his 
eminent  and  distinguished  public  services;  and  their 
sorrow  for  the  awful  dispensation  of  Providence, 
that  has  so  suddenly  removed  him  from  the  high 
station  to  which  he  had  been  recently  called  by  the 
well-earned  confidence  of  his  country,  and  bereav- 
ed the  people  of  his  firmness,  moderation,  patriot- 
ism and  wisdom,  in  the  administration  cf  their  af- 
fairs: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  Thatthe  citizens  of  Rich- 
mond here  assembled,  will  themselves,  and  they  re- 
commend that  all  their  fellow  citizens  shall  like- 
wise, put  on  and  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning 
for  the  illustrious  dead,  for  one  month. 

And  then  the  meeting  adjourned. 

WM.  LAMBERT,  pres'l. 

Geo.  IV.  Munford,  sec'y. 

The  common  council  of  the  city  of  Richmond, 
also  passed  on  Saturday  last,  after  an  appropriate 
preamble,  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  we  respectfully  re- 
commend to  our  fellow  citizens,  to  set  apart  Fri 
day,  the  16th  day  of  the  present  month,  as  a day  of 
mourning,  and  that  the  reverend  clergy  of  all  deno- 
minations of  this  place  be  requested  to  hold,  on  that 
day,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  in  their  respective  places 
of  worship,  such  religious  services  as  they  may 
deem  appropriate  to  the  solemn  occasion. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  also  recommend  to  our  fel- 
low citizens  on  that  day,  to  suspend  all  ordinary 
business  from  the  hours  ot  10,  A.  M.  until  2,  P.  M. 

S.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  common 
council  be  requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  fore- 
going preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  respective 
mayors  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  and  towu  of  Pe- 
tersburg. 

We  have  given  the  very  full  and  graphic  account 
of  general  Harrison’s  funeral  at  Washington,  from 
the  National  Intelligencer.  The  final  destination 
of  his  remains  most  probably  awaits  the  wishes  and 
decision  of  his  distressed  family.  One  rumor  is, 
that  they  will  be  brought  to  his  native  seat  of 
Berkely,  in  this  state:  another,  that  they  will  be 
carried  to  North  Bend.  [ Richmond  Enq. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  Tuesday,  thus  an- 
nounced the  event: 

Death  of  ihe  president  of  the  United  States.  A 
new  and  extraordinary  event  has  come  to  darken 
the  annals  of  our  country.  The  struggle  is  over, 
and  William  Henry  Harrison,  in  the  69th  year  of  his 
age,  sleeps  with  his  fathers!  Although  this  vene- 
rable man,  the  president  of  the  United  States  by  a 
great  majority,  was  not  our  choice,  yet  we  re- 
spect him  for  his  military  services— we  respect 
him  for  his  love  of  country — we  esteem  him  for  his 
kind  heart  and  his  social  qualities.  His  sudden  loss 
comes  upon  the  nation  as  an  event,  full  of  regret, 
full  of  profound  themes  for  moralizing  upon  the  in- 
stability of  all  human  fortunes,  and  the  worthless- 
n *ss  of  the  objects  of  human  ambition.  Assoolten 
quoted  from  Burke,  it  shows  us  “what  shadows  we 
are,  and  what  shadows  we  pursue.”  But  twelve 
months  ago,  suppose  it  had  been  predicted  amidst 
the  contests  of  an  excited  campaign,  “this  man  will 
be  elected  to  one  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  world, 
and  in  one  short  month  after  his  inauguration,  he  will 
be  gathered  unto  his  fathers” — what  heart  would 
not  have  shrunk  within  itselt,  at  the  idea  ot  pass- 
ing so  rapidly  from  a private  life  to  the  presidential 
chair,  and  from  tiiat  eminent  station  to  the  silent 
tomb?  In  honor  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  our  com- 
mon country,  thus  elevated  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  thus  suddenly  struck  down  in  the  midst  of 
his  sympathizing  countrymen,  we  have  shrouded  our 
columns  in  mourning. 

It  is  indeed,  a sudden,  most  unexpected,  and  ex- 
traordinary event.  The  confederated  republic  of 
the  United  Slates  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
62  years — during  which  time  it  fas  seen  nine  pre- 
sidents elected  in  succession — most  of  them  old 
men — five  of  them  serving  eight  years  each— and 
yet  not  one  of  them  has  died  during  his  presidency, 
except  the  last.  He  has  been  in  office  but  one 
short  month,  from  the  4lh  of  March  to  the  4th  of 
April,  when  he  breathed  his  last,  amid  his  prayers 
for  the  success  of  the  true  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. The  four  Virginia  presidents  who  were 
living  in  Virginia,  (all  serving  out  their  eight  years) 


survived  till  the  end  of  their  terms,  but  now  are  all 
no  more.  Three  of  the  others  are  still  living. 

It  is  more  wonderful,  indeed,  that  more  of  them 
have  not  perished  in  office,  than  that  gen.  Harrison 
should  be  the  first  to  die.  The  regret  at  his  death 
comes,  perhaps,  with  a more  awful  force,  on  account 
of  its  singularity. 

Georgia.  The  pain fu  1 news  reached  Savannah, 
(Georgia),  on  the  morning  of  the 8th  inst  and  pro- 
duced a like  sensation  among  all  classes  of  citizens. 
A public  meeting  was  held,  judge  Wayne,  of  the 
supreme  court,  presiding,  at  which  resolutions  were 
adopted  expressive  of  the  public  feeling  under  the 
national  calamity,  and  of  sympathy  for  the  bereav- 
ed family  under  the  affliction.  A committee  was 
also  appointed  to  select  a citizen  to  pronounce  a 
eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased, 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  oc- 
casion. The  city  council  of  Savannah  also  took 
order  on  the  melancholy  subject.  Premising  that 
the  death  of  president  Harrison  was  a national  cala- 
mity, to  be  felt  and  acknowledged  by  all,  without 
distinction  of  party,  and  that  a meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens was  about  to  be  held,  the  council  resolved 
that  the  board  would  cordially  unite  with  the  citi- 
zens insuch  action  on  the  subject  as  should  be  de- 
termined on  by  them. 

Ohio.  Referring  to  the  death  of  president  Har- 
rison, the  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  10th  says — 

“We  have  never  before  seen  the  hand  of  sorrow 
laid  so  heavily  upon  any  community,  as  it  has  been 
upon  this  for  the  past  two  days.  Yesterday  in  par- 
ticular, after  the  tidings  of  the  nation’s  bereavement 
had  been  circulated  over  the  entire  city  by  the 
newspapers,  the  evidences  of  a deep  and  poignant 
grief  were  visible  in  all  countenances.  The  cala- 
mity which  has  thrown  the  whole  union  into  mourn- 
ing, here  comes  with  a peculiar  shock,  not  only 
touching  every  heart,  but  entering  every  dwelling, 
and  dispensing  gloom  about  every  hearth.  We  have 
lost  not  merely  a great  and  distinguished  country- 
man, but  a citizen,  an  associate,  a friend,  a brother; 
one  endeared  to  us  by  qualities  but  seldom  found 
united  in  the  same  bosom,  and  grappled  to  our  hearts 
by  recollections  that  will  go  with  us  to  our  tombs. 

Yesterday  most  of  our  stores  were  closed — the 
arm  of  labor  rested — bells  tolled  at  intervals  through- 
out the  day — minute  guns  were  fired — our  public 
schools  were  dismissed — and  our  city  was  given  up 
to  an  expression,  felt  keenly,  and  openly  indulged  of 
profoundest  sorrow. 

AH  classes  partake  in  this  feeling,  yet  all  bow 
submissively  to  the  inscrutable  dispensation,  of 
Him  who  chastens  whom  he  loves. 

Michigan.  The  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the 
late  president  first  reached  the  city  of  Detroit,  op. 
Saturday,  the  10th  inst.  at  1 o’clock,  by'  the  steam- 
boat Gen.  Scott,  which  entered  the  port  from  the 
lake,  with  her  flags  at  half  mast.  The  melancholy 
intelligence,  was  soon  spread  over  the  city,  and  the 
stores  and  public  offices  were  at  once  closed,  and  a 
heavy  gloom  settled  upon  the  countenances  of  all 
the  citizens.  The  flags  above  the  capitol  and  the 
colors  of  the  shipping  were  lowered  to  half  mast, 
while  the  church  bells  were  tolled  in  mournful  uni- 
son with  the  feelings  of  the  community. 

Public  meeting  in  Washington.  The  following 
notice  having  been  circulated  in  the  city,  in  hand- 
bills, on  Thursday,  the  8th  of  April,  viz: 

“General  William  Henry  Hareison,  the  pa- 
triot president  of  the  United  States  and  the  great 
exponent  of  whig  principles,  having  departed  this 
life,  the  whics  of  Washington  are  requested  to 
meet  at  7 o’clock  this  evening  at  the  Washington 
Assembly  rooms,  on  Louisiana  avenue,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adopting  resolutions  suitable  to  that  mourn- 
ful event,  which  has  carried  poignant  grief  to  the 
heart  of  every  good  citizen.  Many  whigs.” 

Pursuant  thereto,  a large  meeting  of  the  citizens 
took  place  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned.  Gen. 
Walter  Jones  was  called  to  the  chair,  William 
L.  Biient  and  Geop.ge  Sweeny  were  appointed 
vice  presidents,  and  Robert  Farnham  and  Geo. 
Watterston  secretaries  of  the  meeting.  The 
meeting  was  opened  by  gen.  Jones,  with  a brief 
but  eloquent  address,  explanatory  of  the  objects  of 
Ihe  call. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  resolved, 
that  a committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the 
meeting;  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  there- 
upon nominated  and  appointed  the  committee,  viz: 
Messrs.  P.  R.  Fendall,  D.  A.  Hall,  Seth  Hyatt, 
Donald  McLeod,  J.  H.  Bradley,  Jacob  Gideon  and 
James  F.  Haliday. 

The  commiltee,  after  a short  absence,  reported 
the  following  resolutions,  which,  after  some  just 
and  appropriate  introductory  remarks  bv  the  chair- 
man, Mr.  Fendall,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  keenly  sympa- 
thize with  their  fellow  citizens  throughout  the 


union  in  the  loss  of  William  Henry  Harrison, 
late  president  of  the  United  States;  of  whom  an 
untimely  death  has  bereaved  a grateful  and  admir- 
ing country,  at  a moment  of  deep  interest  to  her 
prosperity,  her  institutions,  and  her  destinies,  after 
a life  crowded  by  illustrious  services,  and  adorned 
by  virtues  at  once  elevated  and  endearing;  a life 
long  enough  for  glory,  but,  alas!  too  short  for  hope. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  heart-felt  condolence  of 
this  meeting  be  tendered  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased; in  whose  hearts  the  memory  of  his  domes- 
tic virtues  lies  enshrined,  and  who  need  not  the 
splendor  of  his  public  character  to  enhance  either 
their  love  or  their  grief. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  blow  which,  in  the  death 
of  president  Harrison,  has  stricken  the  whole  na- 
tion, falls  with  peculiar  severity  on  the  hearts  of 
the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  who  had 
found  in  him,  not  a ruler  that  “felt  power  and  for- 
got right,”  but  a father  and  a friend;  a chief  magis- 
trate who  regarded  all  within  his  power  as  being 
under  his  protection;  and  who,  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  officially  proclaimed  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  American  citi- 
zens. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  amid  their  anguish  for  the 
loss  of  their  paternal  president,  the  citizens  of  this 
District  are  soothed  by  the  reflection  that  the  go- 
vernment is  lobe  administered  by  John  Tyler, 
who,  while  a senator  of  the  United  States,  proved 
himself  their  constant,  enlightened  and  efficient 
friend;  and  who  more  recently  avowed,  publicly 
and  emphatically,  his  solicitude  for  their  welfare. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  as  the  whigs  of  Washington, 
together  with  the  whigs  of  the  other  cities  of  the 
District,  were  among  the  first  to  raise  a voice  for 
“Harrison,  Tyler  and  reform,”  so  it  becomes 
us  to  be  foremost  in  adjuring,  as  we  now  do,  most 
respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  our  political  bre- 
thren in  the  several  states  to  rally  around  the  stan- 
dard of  the  constitution  in  the  novel  and  interesting 
trial  to  which  it  is  subjected;  and  to  give  their 
unanimous,  vigilant,  energetic  support  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  president  Tyler,  on  whom  the  man- 
tle of  the  illustiious  and  beloved  Harrison  has 
fallen. 

6.  Resolved,  That  in  the  signal  ability  with  which 
president  Tyler,  a favorite  son  of  the  ancient  and 
glorious  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  has  heretolbre 
discharged  various  high  political  trusts;  in  (he  prin- 
ciples on  which  he  was  elected  to  the  vice  presi- 
dency; in  his  prompt  and  cordial  invitation  to  pre- 
sident Harrison’s  wise  and  patriotic  cabinet  to 
continue  their  services;  in  his  proved  republican- 
ism; in  his  lofty  honor;  and  in  the  purity  of  his  life, 
this  meeting  finds  full  assurance  that  the  momen- 
tous trust  devolving  on  him  will  be  administered 
ably  and  faithfully,  with  loyalty  to  the  w hig  princi- 
ples that  have  brought  him  into  power,  and  with 
adherence  to  the  administrative  policy  to  which  his 
predecessor  stood  pledged;  and,  to  express  all  our 
fond  hopes  and  unfaltering  convictions  in  a single 
phrase,  that  Tyler,  like  Harrison,  will  be  the 

“PRESIDENT  OF  THE  PEOPLE.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Saint  Clair  Clarke,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved.  That  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  be  published  in  the  several  whig  newspa- 
pers of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

WALTER  JONES,  chairman. 

Robert  Farnham, 

George  Wattekson, 


secretaries. 


President  Tyler.  The  lollovving  letter  from 
governor,  now  president  Tyler,  to  col.  W.  Robin- 
son, jr.  of  Piltsburg,  will  be  read  with  peculiar  in- 
terest, at  this  moment.  His  views  on  the  impor- 
tant question  of  the  tariff— the  distribution  of  the 
public  lands,  and  incidentally  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency  are  briefly  but  clearly  indicated. 

Williamsburg,  Va.  Oct.  17,  1840. 

My  dear  sir:  Your  letter  and  its  enclosure  reach- 
ed here  a few  hours  after  my  own  arrival.  I con- 
fess myself  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  gross  perver- 
sion of  all  truth,  on  the  part  of  our  opponents. 
This  is  not  confined  to  Pittsburg.  The  leading  edi- 
tor ot  the  locos  in  this  state  is  busily  engaged  in 
the  same  dirty  work,  but  takes  good  care  to  make 
representations  precisely  the  opposite  to  those  made 
by  bis  allies  with  you.  His  correspondents  repre- 
sent me  as  having  held,  at  St.  Clairsville,  a vrry 
different  language  from  that  ascribed  tome  at  Pitts- 
burg. Thus  tlte  one  plays  bis  game  desparately  for 
the  south,  and  the  other  for  the  north.  Our  friends 
everywhere  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  made 
to  understand  this.  Here,  the  administration  party 
are  open-mouthed  against  the  compromise.  They 
would  annihilate  it  entirely;  and  this,  at  the  mo- 
ment the  manufacturing  interest  become  deeply 
interested  in  its  preservation.  With  you  the  tone 
is  changed — and  while  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  here  sus- 
tained as  a friend  to  free  trade,  the  effort  is  now 
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making  at  Pittsburg  to  induce  the  belief  that  he 
and  his  supporters  are  tiie  exclusive  friends  of  in- 
dustry. 

My  opinions  were  fully  expressed  at  St.  Clairs- 
ville  and  at  Steubenville.  At  both  places,  in  regard 
to  the  question  “what  are  your  opinions  as  to  the 
tariff?”  I answered  that  1 was  in  favor  of  sustain- 
ing the  compromise  bill.  That  it  contained  the 
pnnciple  of  retroaction;  the  moment  the  duty  at- 
tained its  minimum,  which  forced  up  the  protection 
coinsianti  to  what  was  equivalent  to  40  per  cent. 
That  the  change  which  it  effected  in  the  place  of 
valuation,  and  the  mode  of  pay  merit,  was  fully  equal 
in  my  view  to  15  or  20  per  cent;  and  that  with  a 
cessation  of  the  war  upon  the  currency  which  had 
paralyzed  the  industry  ofthe  country,  l was  sangiune 
in  the  hope  and  the  belief,  that  prosperity  would 
be  speedily  restored.  That  in  connection  with  this, 

I would  take  occasion  to  say  that  I was  in  favor  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  states,  and  in  favor  of  rais- 
ing the  revenue  by  duties  on  imports,  in  opposition 
to  a resort  to  a system  of  direct  taxation,  as  every 
way  onerous  to  the  people,  unproductive  to  the  trea- 
sury, and  expensive  in  the  collection.  That  in  these 
views  I was  pleased  to  believe  that  I concurred  with 
Mr.  Clay  and  gen.  Harrison,  so  that  there  existed  a 
prospect,  in  the  event  of  general  Harrison’s  elec- 
tion, that  a permanent  system  would  be  introduced 
in  place  of  a fleeting  and  ever  varyingsystem  which 
promised  one  thing  to-day,  and  produced  another  to- 
morrow. 

The  above,  as  well  as  I can  now  recollect,  was 
in  substance  what  I said  at  St.  Clairsville,  and 
Steubenville.  I see  in  it  nothing  to  retract  and  no- 
thing to  explain,  and  should  have  repeated  the 
above  at  Pittsburg,  but  for  the  fact  that  those  around 
me  exclaimed  “that  is  enough!”  when  my  answer 
was  given. 

I think  that  our  friends  need  entertain  no  fear  of 
harm  from  what  I said  among  them.  My  opinions 
upon  all  subjects  of  general  interest,  was  well 
known  here  and  in  the  south,  and  Virginia,  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  have  responded  in  no  equi- 
vocal language.  Alabama  and  Mississippi  will  not 
fail  to  class  themselves  along  side  of  their  southern 
sisters.  I am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Ti-ie  Amistad.  The  following  letter  adds  ano- 
ther testimony  to  the  volumes  already  before  the 
public,  of  the  untiring  zeal  which  actuates  its  au- 
thor in  every  matter  involving  the  cause  of  hu- 
man liberty,  while  it  manifests  an  activity  and  sa 
gaciousuess  of  mind  which  seem  to  have  no  paral- 
lel. [Boston  Tines. 

Washington,  \7th  March , 1841. 

Messrs.  Simeon  S.  Jocelyn,  Joshua  Leavitt  and 
Lewis  Tappan,  New  York. 

Gentlemen:  1 cordially  sympathize  with  you  in 
rejoicing  at  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  Africans  captured  within  the 
maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  by  lieu- 
tenant Gedney,  were  then,  and  that  those  of  them 
who  survive  yet  are  free  and  not  slaves.  But  be- 
sides this  question,  the  only  one  directly  decided  by 
the  supreme  court,  because  not  there  contested, 
there  were  several  others  involved  in  it  of  deep 
interest  to  our  country  and  to  human  liberty,  some 
of  which  were  decided  in  the  district  and  circuit 
courts,  and  affirmed  by  the  supreme  court,  but  of 
which  I cannot  consider  the  decisions  in  the  lower 
courts  authoritive  in  any  case  which  may  hereafter 
arise. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  right  of  visitation  and  sei- 
zure exercised  by  lieut.  Gedney,  upon  the  high  seas, 
over  the  Amistad,  a foreign  vessel,  in  time  of  peace. 
By  what  law  of  nations  or  of  the  land  did  he  board 
the  vessel,  take  her  by  force,  and  bring  her  into  the 
harbor  of  New  London? 

The  second  is,  by  what  right  he  seized,  without 
warrant  from  a civil  magistrate,  more  than  twenty 
freemen,  on  the  soil  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
transported  them  by  sea  to  the  state  of  Connecticut. 
Is  the nullus  liber  homo  cupiatur of  magna  chartanot 
law  in  the  state  of  New  York? 

Thirdly^—! f the  Africans,  when  visited  and  seiz- 
ed by  lieutenant  Gedney,  were  free,  and  not  slaves, 
pirates  or  robbers,  was  not  the  Amistad  and  her 
cargo  in  their  possession  their  property,  taken  by 
the  right  of  war  from  their  vanquished  enemy, 
and  indispensably  necessary  to  them  to  convey  them 
home? 

Fourthly — Ruiz  and  Montez  and  Antonio  were 
prisoners.  By  coming  within  our  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion they  might  have  been  liberated  upon  habeas  cor- 
pus. But  if  Antonio  was  a slave,  he  was  their  pro- 
perty; what  right  had  we  to  take  him  from  them,  and 
give  him,  not  to  his  former  master,  who  was  dead, 
but  to  a Spanish  vice  consul,  who  could  have  no  more 
right  to  him  than  the  august  queen  regent,  whose 


heart  was  so  deeply  afflicted  with  the  discomfitures 
of  Pipi  or  Pepe? 

Fifthly — the  supreme  court  gave  no  decision  upon 
the  right  ofthe  United  States  to  appeal,  as  a parly 
to  the  suit,  from  the  judgment  of  the  courts  below. 
But  what  would  the  court  have  done  with  a private 
suitor  who  should  have  made  himself  a party  to  the 
cause  upon  false  pretences? 

Sixthly — What  would  the  court  have  done  with 
an  officer  of  the  lower  court,  conspiring  with  a pri- 
vate suitor,  to  spirit  away  thirty-six  prisoners, 
in  the  judicial  custody  and  protection  of  the  court, 
and  ship  them  off  by  stealth  to  the  public  vengeance 
of  the  barracoons  of  Cuba? 

Sevently — If  lieutenant  Gedney  was  entitled  to 
salvage  for  recapturing  from  African  freemen  their 
prize  of  war,  and  restoring  it  to  their  enemies  from 
whom  they  had  taken  it,  why  was  he  not  entitled  to 
salvage  for  the  slave  Antonio,  surrender  to  the  Span- 
ish vice  consul,  to  be  restored  to  the  representatives 
of  capt.  Ferrer,  as  merchadise?  In  the  Antelope, 
capt.  Jackson  was  allowed  salvage  for  the  slaves  de- 
livered up  to  the  Spanish  consul. 

Eighthly — The  supreme  court  gave  no  decision 
upon  the  fraudulent  Spanish  passports  produced 
by  Ruiz  and  Montez,  and  attempted  to  be  palm- 
ed off  upon  the  courts,  not  only  as  valid  pass- 
ports, but  as  incontestable  title  deeds,  into  the  vali- 
dity of  which  the  courts  themselves  had  no  right  to 
inquire. 

Ninthly — The  court  gave  no  opinion  upon  the 
neglect  of  the  American  secretary  of  state  to  con- 
test the  utterly  inadmissable  claims  of  the  Spanish 
ministers,  throughout  the  whole  correspondence  on 
this  subject,  nor  upon  the  monstrous  doctrines  of  the 
late  attorney  general  Grundy,  in  his  official  counsel 
to  the  president  on  this  occasion.  Nor  upon  that 
inconceivable  lettre  de  cachet  from  Marlin  Van  Bu- 
ren,  without  even  the  authentication  of  his  official 
character,  except  by  the  countersign  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  so  loosely  and  heedlessly  issued 
that  it  became  necessary  to  send  it  back  for  cor- 
rection, to  give  it  so  much  as  an  appearance  of  vali- 
dity. 

That  order,  the  effect  of  which  wras  to  ship  off  and 
transport  beyond  the  seas,  and  consign  to  certain 
death  or  irredeemable  hereditary  slavery  thirty-six 
human  beings,  male  and  female,  adults  and  children, 
in  a mass,  without  individual  identification — that  act 
of  unspeakable  despotism,  bearing  the  sign  manual 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  the  court  pass- 
ed over  without  notice,  as  they  did  that  more  than 
semi-official  publication  in  the  Globe  of  the  seventh 
of  January  last,  at  the  very  moment  of  the  meeting 
of  the  court,  with  high  editorial  commendation,  of 
an  inflammatory  appeal  to  the  passions  of  the  south, 
under  the  guise  of  a view  of  the  trial  of  the  Amis- 
tad case  in  the  lower  courts,  with  language  of  gross 
outrage  and  indignity  upon  the  decisions  of  the  dis- 
trict judge. 

All  this  the  opinion  and  decree  of  the  supreme 
court  passed  over  in  silence,  as  was  perhaps  the 
course  best  suited  to  their  dignity,  while  their  decree 
itself  sufficiently  vindicated  their  firmness  and  their 
independence. 

I shall  endeavor,  as  you  desire,  to  write  out  in 
full  extent  my  argument  before  the  court,  in  which 
all  this  was  noticed  and  commented  upon:  and  if  it 
has  no  other  effect,  I hope  it  will  at  least  have  that 
of  admonishing  the  free  people  of  this  union  to  keep 
perpetually  watchful  eyes  upon  every  act  of  their 
executive  administration,  having  any  relation  what- 
ever to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  friend 
and  fellow  citizen, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Offices  and  officers.  The  following  whole- 
some suggestions  we  extract  from  a New  Orleans  pa- 
per, which  reached  us  by  the  last  mail.  A change 
of  the  executive  officer  since  it  was  penned,  leaves 
it  none  the  less  applicable. 

Offices — patronage.  It  cannot  be  kept  too  dis- 
tinctly before  the  people,  and  before  general  Har- 
rison’s administration,  that  the  public  offices  are  not 
to  be  granted  as  sinecures  and  pensions,  but  are  to 
be  conferred  upon  active,  efficient,  steady  and  com- 
petent men,  who  are  sober,  industrious  and  expe- 
rienced in  business.  The  whig  party  throughout 
the  union,  ought  to  bear  in  mind,  that  public  offices 
are  sacred  trusts  that  those  who  receive  them  and 
enjoy  their  honors  and  emoluments,  should  not  re- 
ceive them  with  the  expectation  of  spending  their 
time  in  ease,  pleasure  and  idleness,  but  with  the 
expectation  of  spending  their  time  in  the  constant, 
laborious,  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  official  du- 
ties. Industry,  punctuality  and  fidelity  are  to  be 
required  of  all.  General  Harrison’s  administration 
must  be  distinguished  for  work  and  economy.  Let 
him  keep  out  ofthe  public  service  all  half  pay 


drones — let  no  man  be  appointed  to  office  because 
he  is  not  fit  for  anything  else,  or  cannot  make  his 
living  in  any  other  way.  Public  officers  should  be 
competent  and  effective.  Offices  were  created,  not 
as  a retreat  for  political  paupers,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  the  public  business  faithfully  and 
promptly  done.  Every  public  officer  should  be  re- 
quired to  labor  and  exert  himself  for  public  benefit, 
in  the  same  manner  that  private  individuals  exert 
themselves  to  promote  their  own  interests  in  private 
life.  Men  should  be  appointed  upon  their  personal 
merits  and  qualifications,  and  men  who  are  to  fill 
offices  of  trust  should  be  selected  with  the  full  un- 
derstanding that  they  are  to  attend  to  the  business 
themselves,  and  devote  (o  it  their  time  and  atten- 
tion personally,  and  not  farm  out  the  offices  to  mer- 
cenaries, favorites  or  dependants.  “Let  ever}'  tub 
stand  on  its  own  bottom.”  It  is  a matter  of  regret 
that  applicants  for  office  are  generally  poorly  qua- 
lified for  office.  Demagogues  and  office-seekers  are 
usually  very  unsuitable  persons  to  fill  public  of- 
fices. 

It  should  also  be  distinctly  understood,  that  fru- 
gality, economy  and  fidelity,  in  the  expenditure  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money  will  be  rigidly 
required  of  all  public  officers  and  agents.  The 
most  strictaccountability  should  be  enforced  against 
all  public  officers.  Frequent  and  full  settlements 
should  be  made  at  stated  periods;  the  business  and 
accounts  of  no  office  should  be  permitted  to  get  in 
arrears.  No  officer  should  be  permitted  to  squan- 
der the  public  money,  or  retain  it  for  his  own  use. 
It  has  been  too  common  for  twelve  years  past,  to 
seek  public  offices  for  the  purpose  of  embezzling 
the  public  money,  cheating  the  government,  orspe- 
culating  on  the  government  funds.  This  game 
should  be  blocked.  Those  who  make  bargains, 
procure  property,  employ  labor,  or  disburse  money 
for  the  United  States,  should  use  the  same  care, 
fidelity  and  economy,  as  if  they  were  doing  the 
same  business  for  themselves;  and  not  pay  extor- 
tionate prices  merely  because  it  is  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  public  treasury.  There  is  no  good  reason  why 
more  should  be  paid  for  a government  contract,  than 
on  a private  contract.  The  practice  of  giving  away 
thousands,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  un- 
der pretence  that  it  is  for  public  work,  or  repairs,  or 
for  the  settlement  of  old  accounts,  should  be  stop- 
ped. Those  who  have  the  care  of  the  public  pro- 
perty, should  be  held  to  a rigid  accountability,  as 
well  as  those  who  hold  public  money.  Many  mil- 
lions of  dollars  worth  of  property  have  been  annu- 
ally lost,  destroyed,  or  converted  to  individual  use, 
for  the  want  of  proper  care  and  fidelity  on  the  part 
of  the  public  officers;  and  especially  has  this  been 
the  ease  since  the  day  when  it  was  publicly,  boldly 
and  unblushingly  proclaimed  from  high  places,  that 
“to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.”  This  should  be 
attended  to  in  a scrutinizing  manner.  Constructive 
services  and  fictitious  charges  should  be  avoided. 
Every  public  officer  should  stay  at  his  post,  and  strict 
rules  should  Be  made  and  enforced  against  plurali- 
ties and  non-residence,  among  the  office-holders. 
Public  officers  should  be  men  of  business,  and  not 
of  pleasure.  Every  officer  should  earn  his  fees,  or 
salary.  If  the  public  offices  should  be  conducted 
on  the  principles  above  set  forth,  many  a present 
government  officer  might  be  dispensed  with,  and  a 
very  material  saving  of  public  money  and  public 
property  might  be  effected.  If  general  Harri- 
son’s administration  will  open  their  new  books 
upon  these  principles,  they  will  driveoff  the  drones, 
idlers  and  paupers,  who  desire  to  fasten  themselves 
upon  the  treasury,  and  will  supply  their  places  with 
a much  more  useful  class  of  citizens. 

Such  a course  would  be  unpopular  with  a large 
portion  of  the  office  seeking,  and  government  con- 
tracting population,  and  would  be  seized  on  by  the 
opposition  as  a cause  of  attack;  but  it  would  promote 
the  interest  of  the  country,  and  secure  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  all  intelligent  and  patriotic 
citizens.  For  twelve  years  past  there  have  been 
great  abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment; offices  have  been  filled  with  speculators  and 
defaulters,  and  millions  have  been  wasted  and  ab- 
stracted. Political  demagogues  have  been  appoint- 
ed to  offices  that  should  be  filled  by  men  of  first 
rate  business  qualifications,  and  the  consequence 
has  been  that  the  annual  expenses  of  government 
have  increased  from  13  to  39  millions  of  dollars. 
All  such  men  should  be  turned  out  of  office.  This 
the  country  looks  for,  and  expects  from  gen.  Har- 
rison. This  would  be  true  reform.  General  Har- 
rison was  elected  because  the  people  believed  that 
there  was  great  need  of  reform.  The  people  do 
not  expect  him  to  adopt  the  proscriptive  policy,  but 
they  do  expect  him  to  bring  about  a reform  in  the 
administration  of  the  government,  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  term.  True  reform  cannot  be  effected  without 
turning  out  all  corrupt,  and  incompetent  public  offi- 
cers arid  agents. 
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If  gen.  Harrison  will  faithfully  carry  on  the 
government  on  true  whig  principles,  he  will  merit, 
and  should  receive,  the  approbation  of  all  honest 
citizens,  whatever  may  have  been  their  party  poli- 
tics in  times  that  are  past.  He  may  save  millions 
of  dollars  that  are  misapplied  under  the  name  of 
contingencies.  The  reforming  hand  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  army  and  navy,  the  Indian  department, 
as  well  as  to  the  civil  list  and  to  the  public  offi- 
cers. Those  that  will  not  work,  neither  should  they 
eat. 


Commerce.  A correspondent  of  the  Philadel- 
phia National  Gazette  gives  the  annexed  statement 
of  the  number  of  arrivals  at  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Boston,  Baltimore,  and  other  ports  in  the  U. 
States,  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year. 


Great  Britain 

53 

7 

11 

4 

195 

France 

25 

3 

3 

1 

34 

Belgium 

1 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Holland 

7 

0 

4 

3 

22 

Germany 

10 

3 

1 

5 

17 

Denmark 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sweden 

9 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Prussia 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Austria 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Italy  & Isles 

14 

2 

12 

1 

4 

Spain 

10 

6 

4 

3 

5 

Portugal 

4 

0 

0 

5 

2 

Smyrna 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

East  Indies 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

China 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pacific  & Isles  7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Africa  8c  Isle3 

8 

' I 

5 

0 

2 

S.  America 

36 

22 

21 

23 

46 

W.  Indies  173 
Mexico  8c  Gua- 

51 

92 

50 

364 

tamala 

21 

0 

2 

0 

14 

Texas 

2 

0 

2 

2 

5 

Br.  N. America  6 

9 

19 

0 

0 

U.  States  594 

211 

504 

0 

0 

Whaling 

0 

0 

0 

0 

38 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Rates  or  interest.  The  following  are  the 
rates  of  interest  in  the  states  and  territories  of  the 
union,  together  with  the  punishment  of  usury.  It 
is  a valuable  statement,  and  should  be  preserved. 

Maine,  6'  per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  debt  or  claim. 

New  Hampshire,  6 per  cent. — forfeit  of  three 
times  the  amount  unlawfully  taken. 

Vermont,  6 per  cent. — recovery  in  action  with 
costs. 

Massachusetts,  6 per  cent.— forfeit  of  three  fold 
the  usury. 

Rhode  Island,  6 per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  money 
and  interest  on  the  debt. 

Connecticut,  6 per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  whole 
debt. 

N.  York,  7 per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  whole  debt. 

N.  Jersey,  6 per  cent.— forfeit  of  the  whole  debt. 

Pennsylvania,  6 per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  whole 
debt.  _ 

Delaware,  6 per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  whole  debt. 

Maryland,  6 per  cent. — on  tobacco  contracts  8 
per  cent. — usurious  contracts  void. 

Virginia,  6 per  cent. — forfeit  double  the  usury 
taken. 

North  Carolina,  6 per  cent. — contracts  for  usury 
void— forfeit  double  the  usury. 

South  Carolina,  7 per  cent. — forfeit  of  interest 
and  premium  taken,  with  costs  to  debtor. 

Georgia,  8 per  cent. — forfeit  of  three  times  the 
usury  and  contract  void. 

Alabama,  S per  cent. — forfeit  of  interest  and 
usury. 

Mississippi,  8 per  cent. — by  contracts  as  high  as 
10 — usury  recoverable  in  action  of  debt. 

Louisiana,  5 percent. — bank  interest  6 — conven- 
tional as  high  as  ten — beyond  contract  void. 

Tennessee,  6 per  cent. — usurious  contracts  void. 

Kentucky,  6 per  cent. — usury  may  be  recovered 
with  costs. 

Ohio,  6 per  cent. — usurious  contracts  void. 

Indiana  6 per  cent. — on  written  agreement  may 
go  as  high  as  10 — penalty  of  usury,  fine  of  double 
the  excess. 

Illinois,  6 per  cent. — three  fold  amount  of  the 
whole  interest. 

Missouri,  6 per  cent. — by  agreement,  as  high  as 
10 — if  beyond,  forfeit  of  the  whole  interest  due,  and 
of  the  usury  taken. 

Michigan,  7 per  cent. — forfeit  of  the  usury  taken 
and  one-fourlh  the  debt. 

Arkansas,  6 per  cent. — by  agreement,  and  rate 
not  higher  than  10 — amount  of  usury  recoverable, 
but  contracts  void. 

Florida,  8 per  cent. — forfeit  of  interest  and  excess 
in  case  ot  usury. 


Wiskonsan,  7 per  cent. — by  agreement  not  over 
12 — forfeit  treble  the  excess. 

On  the  debts  and  judgments  in  favor  of  the  U. 
States,  interest  is  computed  at  0 per  cent  a year. 

Thus  there  is  not  a single  state  or  territory  where 
an  enlightened  system  prevails  upon  the  subject 
of  interest,  for  all  laws  limiting  the  price  of  money 
ought  to  be  repealed.  [ Louisville  Adv. 

NEW  YORK. 

Legislature  proceedings — the  McLeod  case.  The 
Albany  Advertiser  furnishes  the  following  abstract 
of  proceedings  in  the  house  of  assembly  on  the  17th 
inst. 

Mr.  Swackhamer  one  of  the  representatives  of  N. 
York  city,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  house  what  correspondence,  if  any, 
has  taken  place  between  the  executive  authority  of 
the  United  States  and  this  state;  or  whether  any  ar- 
rangement whatever  has  been  entered  into  by  said 
departments,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  McLeod, 
now  in  prison  at  Lockport  in  this  state. 

Mr.  Swackhamer  briefly  explained  the  objects  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Hoffman  in  a longspeech,  justified,  under  the 
British  government,  the  attack  made  upon  the  Ca- 
roline, and  its  consequences.  The  rebels,  said  Mr. 
H.  had  gained  possession  of  Navy  Island — the  drafts 
of  men  there  were  made  from  the  United  States — 
the  officers  in  command  were  over  our  citizens, and  it 
was  to  be  regretted  that  the  authorities  of  this  state 
and  the  United  States  were  not  present  in  sufficient 
force  to  prevent  the  difficulties  which  followed. — 
By  the  national  law  the  sovereign  whose  territory 
is  endangered  had  a right  to  repel  the  danger,  and  if 
in  so  doing  (in  the  language  of  an  eminent  person ), 
he  shall  momentarily  pass  the  line  between  the  two 
countries,  it  must  be  the  subject  of  negotiation. — 
The  local  authorities  of  Canada  in  this  case  had  got 
out  the  means  to  destroy  this  boat  and  put  an  end 
to  the  danger  which  threatened  them,  and  does  any 
one  doubt  that  they  thought  they  were  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  undoubted  right  in  so  doing?  and  whether 
in  so  thinking  they  judged  right  or  wrong  was  not 
material  now;  the  object  was  to  repel  the  danger 
which  threatened  them  with  invasion — the  attack 
was  made,  and  the  life  of  an  American  citizen  lost 
— for  this,  McLeod  stood  indicted. 

Standing  where  he  did  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
country,  he  (Mr.  H.)  would  ask  where  the  man  was 
in  this  state  who  would  not  have  obeyed  a similar 
order  of  the  local  authorities.  If  sedition  and  re- 
bellion should  erect  itself  in  this  state — if  a boat 
should  be  seen  daily  plying  from  the  Canadas  fur- 
nishing those  in  arms  with  the  means  of  warfare, 
and  orders  should  be  issued  by  the  authorities  of 
this  state  to  destroy  that  boat,  wras  there  any  man 
who  would  fora  moment  refuse  to  obey  that  order? 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  at  great  length  to  comment 
upon  the  effect  proceeding  to  extremities  would 
have  upon  McLeod,  but  we  have  not  now  space  to 
follow  him.  He  concluded  his  remarks  with  a mo- 
tion to  amend  the  resolution  by  referring  it  to  the 
judiciary  committee  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a 
bill  “to  enter  a nolle  prosequi  on  the  indictment, 
and  to  grant  McLeod  a safe  conduct  to  his  sove- 
reign.” 

Mr.  O’Sullivan  followed  in  support  of  Mr.  Hoff- 
^nan’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Simmons  opposed  the  amendment  in  toto, 
and  also  the  discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  present 
time  in  any  shape. 

Mr.  Richmond  followed  in  denial  oflhe  positions 
assumed  by  Mr.  Hoffman. 

Mr.  Culver  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amendment, 
and  in  favor  of  the  resolution  if  modified  by  leav- 
ing it  to  the  discretion  of  the  executive  to  furnish 
the  correspondence.  He  denied  the  ground  taken 
by  Mr.  Hoffman,  that  the  British  authorities  were 
prompted  to  the  destruction  of  the  boat  by  any 
wish  to  screen  themselves  from  danger,  it  was  the 
sympathy  expressed  by  American  citizens  for  their 
fellow  beings  in  Canada  that  they  wished  to  punish; 
but  they  could  not  prevent  that  sympathy — they 
could  not  sirppress  it — it  was  like  a Connecticut 
beer  barrel  which  would  work  on  a Sunday  do  what 
you  could. 

Mr.  L.  S.  Chatfield  said  he  should  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  troubled  the  house, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  course  pursued  by  Mr. 
Hoffman.  He  thought  if  that  gentlemen’s  speech 
had  been  delivered  in  the  British  parliament,  it 
would  have  ensured  for  him  a reputation  but  little 
to  be  desired  in  this  country.  The  arguments  of 
Mr.  C.  were  against  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  L.  Hubbell  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Hawley  then  took  the  floor  and  moved 
an  adjournment,  with  the  view  of  speaking  to  the 
resolution  at  a future  day  and  at  great  length. 


Mr.  Duer  hoped  the  house  would  not  adjourn  un- 
til it  had  disposed  of  the  resolution;  the  debate 
would  go  forth  to  the  public  on  the  frontier  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  and  produce  great  excitement. 

The  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  if  no  one  wished  to  speak,  he 
had  a reply  to  make  to  those  who  had  followed  him. 

Mr.  Hoily  took  the  floor  and  was  proceeding  to 
debate  against  the  amendment, but  gave  way  to  Mr. 
Kelsey,  who  with  the  view  of  giving  Mr.  S.  C. 
Hawley  and  others  an  opportunity  to  take  a part  in 
the  debate  at  a future  day,  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  XKe 
comwonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  The  billj, entitled  “an  act  relating 
to  banks  and  to  provide  for  the  better  government 
thereof,”  is  herewith  returned  to  the  senate,  in 
which  it  originated,  without  the  executive  approba- 
tion, and  with  the  following  reasons  why  that  sanc- 
tion is  withheld. 

The  bill  relates  to  a subject  of  deep  and  univer- 
sal interest  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania;  and  to 
its  consideration,  I have  brought  all  the  energies  of 
my  mind,  and  all  the  light  that  an  experience  of 
upwards  of  half  a century  has  furnished.  I can- 
not persuade  myself,  that  duty  or  patriotism  would 
justify  my  sanction  of  its  provisions.  Some  things 
contained  in  it,  I would  gladly  approve,  but  I can- 
not believe  that  the  penalties  imposed  on  the  banks, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  citizens  of  this  common- 
wealth, ought  to  be  repealed,  or  that  the  issue  of 
notes  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  by  the 
banks,  to  an  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  fora 
term  of  five  years,  should  be  authorised. 

It  would  be  useless  to  go  into  a discussion  of  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  derangement 
and  embarrassment  of  our  monetary  affairs.  It  is 
enough  to  know  that  they  exist  and  that  our  bank- 
ing institutions  generally,  have  been  unable  to  meet 
their  engagements.  We  have  had  three  bank  sus- 
pensions in  less  than  four  years.  The  result  is  an 
almost  entiie  destruction  of  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  our  banking  institutions.  The  intimate 
connexion  existing  between  our  banks,  has  involv- 
ed all  in  one  common  fate.  Those  conducted  with 
prudence  and  care,  are  sulfering  from  the  miscon- 
duct of  others.  That  there  are  some  great  and  car- 
dinal errors  in  the  mode  of  conducting  our  banking 
operations,  must  be  obvious  to  all,  or  those  things 
would  not  occur  so  frequently  as  they  have  done. 
The  public  will,  seeking  the  public  good,  has  re- 
quired that  these  errors  should  be  corrected.  That 
correction  all  must  be  aware,  cannot  take  place  at 
any  time,  without  cases  of  individual  suffering  arid 
hardship.  These  are  to  be  regretted,  but  yet  ought 
not  to  prevent  the  cor  rection  of  greater  evils  to  the 
public  at  large.  The  indulgence  given  to  the  banks 
by  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  third  day  of  April, 
1840,  which  suspended  existing  penalties  for  not 
meeting  their  engagements  until  the  15th  January 
last,  it  was  hoped  would  have  enabled  them  fully  to 
resume.  When  I approved  these  resolutions,  I be- 
lieved it  was  necessary  to  give  the  banks  and  the 
people  some  time  to  meet  their  engagements.  That 
given,  however,  was  greater  than  I then  apprehend- 
ed to  be  necessary,  or  exactly  satisfactory  to  the 
public.  But  as  it  was  a mere  question  of  expe- 
diency as  to  trine,  I yielded  my  assent,  rather  than 
run  the  risk  of  having  no  legislation  on  the  subject. 
The  indulgence  thus  given,  w'as  dictated  by  a spirit 
of’  extraordinary  forbearance,  and  the  public  fully 
expected  that  at  the  time  appointed,  the  banks 
would  be  fully  able  to  meet  their  engagements. 
Such  were  most  certainly  my  own  expectations. 
Those  expectations  unfortunately  have  proved  to 
be  groundless.  The  banks  are  now  in  a state  of 
general  suspension,  and  this  bill  is  designed  by  the 
legislature  as  a remedy  for  the  evil,  and  a relief  to 
the  community.  Let  us  examine  how  far  it  seems 
likely  to  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  principal  features  of  it  are,  that  it  repeals 
absolutely  and  unconditionally  the  penalties  and 
forfeitur  es,  to  which  the  banks  of  this  common- 
wealth are  subject,  for  the  non-payment  of  their 
liabilities  on  demand,  and  renders  the  banks  liable, 
as  natural  persons  or  individuals  are,  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  for  the  payment  of 
their  bills,  notes  and  other  liabilities,  and  also,  that 
it  authorises  the  banks  for  the  term  of  five  years 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  issue,  circulate  and 
receive  bills  or  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one, 
two  and  three  dollars,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital  actually 
paid  in.  It  also  provides  sundry  regulations,  and 
imposes  certain  restrictions  upon  the  banks.  Some 
of  these  restrictions  and  regulations  are  wise  and 
salutary,  but  many  of  them  are  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
culated to  produce  far  more  mischief  than  good. 
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In  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, and  placing  the  banks  on  the  same  footing 
of  natural  persons,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  bill  is 
peculiarly  objectionable  in  several  material  respects. 
It  prescribes  no  time  when  this  repeal  shall  cease 
to  be  operative,  and  it  saves  none  of  the  special 
provisions  of  the  law  under  which,  independent  of 
penalties  and  forfeitures  to  which  the  banks  are 
subject,  they  may  be  required  to  pay  their  liabili- 
ties. It  seems  tome  that  it  would  have  been  far 
better,  if  any  law  of  this  nature  is  to  pass  at  all, 
instead  of  repealing  absolutely  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  to  suspend  the  law  imposing  them  for 
some  definite  period  of  time.  They  would  then, 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  again  take  effect 
without  any  positive  legislation  upon  the  subject. 
But,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  they 
are  repealed  forever.  Should  subsequent  events  re- 
quire their  re  enactment,  we  might  be  met  with  the 
objection,  that  the  charters  are  inviolate;  that  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  in  question,  when  accepted, 
became  part  of  the  same,  and  that  the  legislature 
possess  no  power  to  re-inforce  the  existing  penal- 
ties so  taken  off. 

Great  caution  should  be  exercised  in  the  passage 
of  laws  affecting  corporations  or  private  rights,  and 
private  remedies  in  regard  to  them.  Corporations 
being  creatures  of  the  law,  and  acting  only  by  its 
express  authority,  and  being  responsible  only  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  law,  may,  by  a hasty 
and  inconsiderate  alteration  of  the  law,  the  whole 
operation  of  which  was  not  foreseen  at  the  time  of 
its  passage,  be  ruinously  crippled  in  their  actions  or 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  citizens,  who  may 
have  dealings  with  them,  or  demands  upon  them. 
There  are  so  many  different  modes  in  which  the 
banks  of  this  commonwealth  are  connected  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  community,  and  there 
are  so  many  legal  provisions  regulating  that  con- 
nection, that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  extremely 
hazardous  experiment  to  say,  that  so  far  as  respects 
demands  against  them  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
they  shall  be  repealed,  and  the  banks  placed  on  the 
footing  of  natural  persons  or  individuals.  At  the 
first  glance  it  appears  to  be  plausible,  but  it  may  re- 
sult in  a manner  very  prejudicial  to  the  communi- 
ty, or  to  the  banks,  or  possibly  to  both.  Without 
tracing  its  operation  further,  it  would  relieve  the 
banks  from  a serious  inconvenience  in  giving  bail 
on  suits  brought,  and  on  appeals  from  awards  ob- 
tained on  suits  against  them;  although  the  popular 
impression  is  that  it  would  free  them  from  no  such 
liability.  There  may  be  other  changes  which  it 
would  effect,  but  I shall  not  occupy  any  time  in 
following  them  out.  It  would  have  been  perfectly 
convenient  to  have  simply  provided  on  this  subject 
that  so  much  of  any  laws  of  this  commonw’ealth  as 
relates  to  penalties  imposed  upon  the  banks,  or  the 
forfeitures  of  their  charters,  should  have  been  sus- 
pended, leaving  all  the  other  laws  for  enforcing  de- 
mands against  them  untouched.  Then  all  the  ques- 
tions that  can  relate  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
for  the  collection  of  demands  against  the  banks 
would  have  been  provided  for,  and  it  would  have 
been  known  precisely  what  the  condition  of  the 
banks  was;  but  not  so  under  this  law,  which  places 
them  in  the  same  general  class  with  natural  per- 
sons or  individuals. 

So  far  as  respects  the  authority  given  to  the  banks 
to  issue  and  circulate  notes  under  the  denomination 
of  five  dollars,  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  an- 
nual messages,  transmitted  to  the  legislature  of  last 
year  and  to  the  present  legislature,  for  my  general 
views-  The  untoward  circumstances  which  have 
placed  the  batiks  of  this  commonw’ealth  in  their  pre- 
sent situation  are  to  be  deeply  regretled,  and  in  no 
particular  more  so  than  in  the  embarrassments 
thereby  created,  in  procuring  small  sums,  for  the 
common  purposes  of  change,  among  the  citizens, 
in  their  various  transactions.  These  embarrass- 
ments are  undoubtedly,  in  many  instances,  a severe 
hardship  upon  the  community,  but  the  question 
presented  for  consideration  is,  whether  this  mode  of 
relief  would  not,  in  the  end,  be  more  injurious  to 
the  community  than  the  temporary  inconvenience 
they  now  suffer.  This  provision  would  authorise 
the  issuing  and  circulation  of  bank  notes,  for  less 
than  five  dollars,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  and  upwards,  and  we  might  then  well  de- 
spair of  seeing  a dollar  of  specie  in  circulation. 

Whatever  arguments  might  be  adduced  in  favor, 
of  a limited  amount  of  small  notes,  for  a short  pe- 
riod, to  aid  in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
the  force  of  which  has  not  been  conclusive  upon 
my  mind,  the  amount  authorised  by  this  bill,  and 
the  period  of  time  during  which  they  are  permitted, 
are,  in  my  judgment  greater  than  can  be  required 
by  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  or  than  Ihe  peo- 
ple of  the  commonwealth  would  willing  tolerate. 
The  latter  part  of  the  same  section,  too,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  legislation  of  Pennsylvania,  expressly 


sanctions  the  issue  of  post  notes.  No  portion  of 
our  citizens,  so  far  as  I have  been  informed,  have 
asked  this  at  the  hands  of  the  legislature;  and  the 
policy  of  issuing  them  by  the  banks  has  been  more 
than  rendered  doubtful  by  the  experience  of  past 
years,  and  has  been  loudly  reprobated. 

I have  already  stated  that  the  regulations  and  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  the  banks,  were,  some  of 
them,  wise  and  salutary,  and  I shall  confine  my  no- 
tice only  to  some  of  the  principal  ones,  which  I con- 
sider peculiarly  objectionable.  In  the  first  place, 
this  bill  provides  that  the  directors  of  any  bank,  in- 
dividually or  collectively,  shall  not  contract  any 
liabilities  to  the  bank,  exceeding  certain  limits;  that 
is,  when  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  in  does  not 
exceed  $250,000  to  the  amount  of  such  liability 
shall  not  exceed  the  one-sixth  part  of  the  aggiegate 
loans  of  such  bank,  and  proceeding  to  provide  that 
as  the  capital  of  each  bank  increases  in  amount, 
the  relative  proportion  of  liabilities  shall  also  be  in- 
creased. At  a cursory  glance,  this  provision  might 
appear  to  be  a very  considerable  security  to  the 
public  against  the  monopolizing  rapacity  of  bank 
directors;  but  upon  more  mature  consideration,  it 
will  be  manifestly  fraught  with  dangerous  conse- 
quences. / One  of  the  most  grevious  complaints 
against  the  banks  of  this  coracqonw'ealth  has  been 
their  over  issues  and  expansions!.  The  direct  ten- 
dency of  this  provision  seems  to  me  to  be,  to  pro- 
duce them.  If,  for  instance,  a bank  has  made  loans 
to  an  amount  of  $100,000,  the  liability  of  all  the 
directors  can  only  amount  to  one-sixth  of  this  sum. 
But  should  they  wish  to  obtain  more  they  have  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  increase  the  extent  of  loans  to 
$200,000,  or  to  any  other  sum,  without  limit,  and 
they  can  increase  their  own  liabilities  to  one-sixth 
of  that  amount.  It  is  evidently,  therefore,  offering 
a direct  inducement  to  expand  theircirculation,  and 
that,  too,  perhaps,  by  loaning  their  money  to  unsound 
borrowers,  or  for  purposes  not  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  public.  I cannot,  there- 
fore, yield  my  assent  to  such  a provision  as  this. 

The  cashiers  of  the  banks  are  specially  entrusted 
with  all  their  cash  and  other  property;  yet  by  the 
sixth  section  of  this  bill,  they  are  prohibited  from 
keeping  any  private  or  individual  account  with  the 
banks  of  which  they  are  cashiers.  If  there  be  wis- 
dom, or  additional  security  to  the  public  in  this,  it 
is,  I confess,  beyond  my  comprehension. 

A meterial  change  in  the  number  of  votes  to 
which  stockholders  of  banks  shall  be  entitled,  is 
also  made.  It  is  provided  that  every  share  of  stock 
not  exceeding  fifty,  shall  be  entitled  to  a vote,  and 
a proportionate  increase  of  votes  to  the  number  of 
shares  of  stock  held,  is  extended  to  an  indefinite 
number.  By  the  law  as  it  stood  before  fifty  shares 
of  stock  were  entitled  to  thirteen  votes  with  a re- 
lative proportion  for  any  number  of  shares.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  effect  of  this  change  would  be 
to  place  the  control  of  each  bank  in  ttie  hands  of  a 
few’  persons,  and  to  enable  them  to  monopolize  its 
management.  I cannot  think,  therefore,  that  this 
provision  is  calculated  to  advance  either  the  in- 
terests of  the  banks  or  secure  the  interests  of  the 
public. 

This  bill  further  provides  that  directors  hereafter 
to  be  elected  in  banks  with  an  amount  of  capital 
stock  paid  in  not  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars, 
shall  be  holders  of  their  own  right  of  not  less  than 
three  thousand  dollars  of  the  stock  of  said  bank,  and 
extending  a like  proportionate  qualification  to  the 
directors  elected  in  ail  the  other  banks.  And  fur- 
ther providing,  that  persons  to  be  elected,  state  di- 
rectors, in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Phila- 
delphia bank,  shall  be  stockholders  to  the  amount  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  in  the  Columbia  bank  and 
Bridge  company,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. This  whole  system,  here  proposed  to  be  estab- 
lished of  requiring  the  directors  of  the  several 
banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  be  the  holders  ot 
stock  to  so  large  an  amount,  seems  to  me  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly objectionable.  It  places  the  control  of  the 
banks  at  once  in  the  hands  either  of  the  rich,  or  of 
the  large  stockjobbers  and  stockholders.  So  far  as 
respects  the  country  banks  in  particular,  its  opera- 
tion will  be  a hard  one.  It  will  amount  to  a dis- 
franchisement of  so:-.ie  of  the  most  competent  and 
efficient  bank  directors  in  the  commonwealth,  and 
eventually  place  the  banks  in  far  less  competent 
hands,  than  even  those  that  now  manage  them.  The 
banks  are  already  aristocratic  enough,  without  the 
addition  of  this,  which  is  in  effect,  a property  quali- 
fication to  their  directors.  I can  see  nothing  so  pe- 
culiar in  the  character  and  duties  of  a bank  director, 
as  to  require,  that  he  shall  possess  from  five  hundred 
to  three  thousand  dollars  of  property,  to  qualify  him 
for  it,  when  no  other  office  in  this  commonwealth 
requires  a similar  qualification.  Nor  do  I know  that 
experience  shows,  that  it  is  a wise  standard  to  mea- 
sure a mans’  intelligence  or  capacity  by  the  length 
of  his  purse.  Nor  can  I believe  that  in  this  en- 


lightened age,  such  a standard  ought  to  be  adopted. 
As  respects  the  state  directors  in  the  banks  referred 
to,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  interests  of  the  public 
will  be  far  more  likely  to  be  secured  by  the  election 
of  state  directors,  who  have  no  stock,  or  a very 
smalt  amount,  than  by  the  election  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  having  so  large  an  amount  of  3tock 
as  this  bill  requires.  The  stockholders  in  these  se- 
veral banks  are  fully  represented  by  the  directors 
whom  they  elect  themselves,  and  the  state,  which 
has  not  a full  proportion  of  representation  in  the 
board  of  directors,  according  to  the  amount  of  stock 
she  holds,  is  supposed,  in  theory,  at  least,  to  be 
represented  by  the  state  directors  elected  by  the 
legislature.  Is  it  not  unreasonable  therefore  to  re- 
quire ttiat  those  who  are  to  repiesent  the  interests 
of  the  state  which  may  sometimes  be  adverse  to 
those  of  the  stockholders,  should  also  be  deeply  in- 
terested in  representing  the  stockholders  who  have 
more  than  their  fair  share  of  representation  already? 

I cannot  approve  this  feature  in  the  bill. 

The  provisions  in  the  18th  section,  requiring  the 
banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  and  pay  out 
none  but  their  own  notes,  without  the  consent  of 
the  parties  to  whom  the  same  are  tendered,  is  ren- 
dered wholly  nugatory  by  the  exception  of  “special 
contracts.”  Banks  can  very  easily  evade  the  opera- 
tion of  this  section,  by  making  a special  contract 
with  all  those  who  deposite  money  with  them,  and 
obtain  discounts  from  them,  to  take  payment  for 
the  same  in  current  bank  notes,  or  in  such  manner 
as  they  may  choose  to  specify.  It  is  useless  to  en- 
act a law  which  can  be  so  easily  rendered  inopera- 
tive. 

The  authority  given  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  its  capitaL  from 
thirty-five  to  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  has  never 
been  asked  for,  by  either  the  directors  or  the  stock- 
holders of  that  bank,  and  in  the  form  which  this  bill 
prescribes,  seems  to  me  to  be  unwise  and  unneces- 
sary. If  the  legislature  is  ot  the  opinion,  as  a great 
many  of  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  undoubt- 
edly are,  that  the  capital  of  that  bank  is  too  large, 
this  bill  should  have  provided  imperatively,  that  in 
order  to  entitle  the  bank  to  enjoy  the  indulgence 
which  it  gives,  the  capital  should  be  reduced  to  such 
sum, as  seemed  compatible  with  the  public  interest. 
This  bill,  however,  leaves  it  entirely  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  stockholders  whether  its  capital  should 
be  reduced,  and  in  case  the  stockholders  shall  choose 
to  make  the  reduction,  then  the  bank  is  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  obligations  imposed  upon  it  by  its 
charter,  of  making  a permanent  loan  to  the  com- 
monwealth not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars, 
and  a temporary  loan  not  exceeding  one  million  of 
dollars  in  any  one  year,  at  an  interest  of  four  per 
cent.  The  bank  is  to  continue  to  enjoy  all  its  ex- 
clusive privileges  for  the  length  of  time  for  which 
it  was  incorporated,  and  to  be  released  from  this 
obligation,  which  at  the  time  of  its  creation,  was 
considered  one  of  the  most  beneficial  to  the  public, 
contained  in  its  charter.  The  bank  affects  to  treat 
its  charter  as  a contract  between  its  stockholders 
and  the  state.  It  has  very  recently  succeded  in 
pleading  that  contract,  as  a protection  against  the 
provisions  of  the  resumption  resolutions,  passed  3d 
April,  1840. 

A highly  competent  court  has  decided,  that,  under 
the  laws  and  constitution,  this  charter  exempted  it 
from  the  operation  of  those  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature, without  proof'd  the  assent  of  the  bank  lo  be 
bound  by  those  resolutions;  and  now  it  is  proposed 
by  this  bill  to  extend  a most  liberal  boon  to  the  bank, 
without  subjecting  it  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
the  legislature,  which  control  the  other  banks  of  the 
commonwealth.  But  in  relation  to  this  section  of 
the  bill,  a much  more  grave  question  is  presented. 
The  25th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  commonwealth  provides,  that  “no  cor- 
porate body  shall  be  hereafter  created,  renewed  or 
extended  with  banking  or  discounting  privileges 
without  six  months’  previous  public  notice  of  the 
application  for  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law.  Nor  shall  any  charter  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  be  granted  for  a longer  pe- 
riod than  twenty  years,  and  every  such  charter  shall 
contain  a clause,  reserving  to  the.  legislature  the  power 
to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the  same,  whenever  in  their 
opinion  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth,  in  such  manner  however  that  no  in- 
justice shall  be  done  to  the  corporations.” 

It  is  conceded  that  no  notice,  such  as  is  required 
by  this  section  of  the  constitution,  and  the  act  of  1st 
June,  1839,  passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  has  been 
given  in  relation  to  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion. The  17th  section  of  this  bill  does  certainly 
absolve  the  bank  of  the  United  States  from  some  of 
the  conditions  imposed  upon  it,  by  the  act  granting 
its  charter,  and  it  the  provisions  of  that  seclion  do 
not  come  within  the  letter  of  the  25th  section  of 
the  1st  article  of  the  constitution,  they  certainly 
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come  within  the  intention  of  it,  which  was  to  give 
the  public  notice  of  all  intended  applications  for 
creating  or  changing  the  charters  of  moneyed  insti- 
tions.  If  this  section  of  the  bill  in  question,  should 
be  deemed  to  come  within  the  section  of  the  con- 
stitution quoted,  it  omits  the  very  important  provi- 
sion which  the  constitution  requires,  of  a reserva- 
tion to  the  legislature,  of  the  “power  to  alter,  re- 
voke or  annul  the  same,”  when  found  injurious  to 
the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  upon  the  terms 
of  doing  no  injustice  to  the  corporators. 

These  are  the  principal  objections  to  the  form  and 
details  of  this  bill,  that  present  themselves  to  my 
mind,  and  in  addition  to  these,  there  are  others 
which  would  render  this  bill  as  a measure  of  relief, 
either  to  the  banks  or  to  the  public,  wholly  unavail- 
ing. I have  retained  thi3  bill  without  returning  it 
to  the  legislature,  almost  to  the  latest  period  when 
1 could  do  so,  with  the  power  of  returning  it  with 
my  objections,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if 
possible  the  views  of  the  most  enlightened  practical 
business  men  in  the  community,  in  relation  to  its 
various  provisions;  I speak  advisedly  when  I say, 
that  if  this  bill  were  to  become  a law,  it  is  ques- 
tionable w hether  one-tenth  of  the  banks  of  the  com- 
monwealth would  accept  of  its  provisions.  Indeed, 
I can  scarcely  find  among  either  the  friends  or  the 
foes  of  the  banks,  or  among  any  party,  notwith- 
standing the  extent  of  my  intercourse  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  commonwealth,  from  all  quarters,  any 
intelligent  person  who  now  believes  that  this  bill 
ought  to  become  a law.  When  it  was  first  present- 
ed to  me  I examined  it  in  vain  for  a single  provi- 
sion, which  promised  either  to  give  relief  to  the 
banks,  or  the  people,  and  I feel  strongly  fortified  in 
my  convictions  upon  the  subject,  by  the  coinci- 
dence of  the  opinions  of  almost  all  practical  per- 
sons, who  so  far  as  I know,  have  expressed  opinions 
in  all  quarters  of  the  commonwealth,  and  engaged 
in  all  pursuits  of  life. 

The  present  condition  of  the  banks  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  is  calculated  to  awaken  our 
most  earnest  and  serious  consideration.  With  an 
ample  amount  of  resources  to  meet  all  their  liabili- 
ties, and  with  the  assurance  that  those  resources  are 
hourly  multiplying,  our  pecuniary'  affairs  are  sur- 
rounded with  embarrassments  ami  difficulty,  and 
the  forebodings  of  many,  for  the  future,  seem  to  af- 
ford little  to  cheer  or  encourage.  I do  not  myself 
believe,  that  there  is  any  real  ground  for  the  de- 
spondency that  seems  generally  to  prevail.  We 
have  met  with  a slight  revulsion  of  fortune,  and 
without  waiting  to  estimate  its  true  extent,  are 
seized  with  panic  and  apprehension.  I fear  that 
neither  the  measures  adopted  by  the  legislature,  nor 
the  language  held  by  many  of  its  members  is  cal- 
culated to  dispel  this  panic  and  apprehension.  It 
is  one  of  the  incidental  evils  of  a government  like 
ours,  that  not  only  the  condition  ol  the  public,  but 
every  action  of  those  entrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment, is  liable  to  innocent  misunderstanding,  or  in- 
terested misrepresentation.  The  instant  a slight 
disturbance  in  the  prosperous  business  of  the  coun- 
try occurs,  either  from  any  derangement  of  the  ge- 
neral laws  of  trade,  or  from  the  mismanagement  of 
Hie  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  or  from  any' 
combination  of  causes,  not  easily  developed,  it  is 
seized  bold  of,  and  made  a theme  of  partizan  decla- 
mation against  those  who  happen  to  differ  in  Iheir 
political  opinions  from  the  declaimer.  Truth  is  too 
often  sacrificed  to  expediency,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  public  made  to  yield  to  (lie  private  or  personal 
interests  of  those  who  are  contending  for  power.— 
By  such  means  as  these,  is  the  public  mind  harrass- 
ed  and  disturbed,  business  men  checked  or  driven 
from  their  avocations — the  resources  of  the  country 
depreciated  and  the  measures  designed  lor  the  re- 
lief of  the  people  thwarted  and  rendered  fruitless. 

What  but  the  operation  of  such  a state  of  things 
as  this  could  have  produced  the  prevalent  impres- 
sion that  the  great  and  substantial  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  her  rich  and  cultivated  fields — her  inex- 
haustible coal  mines — her  numerous  furnaces  and 
foundaries,  was  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy — her 
citizens  within  the  very  jaws  of  ruin,  her  business 
men  of  all  kinds  languishing  on  the  very  point  of 
general  prostration  and  annihilation.  It  is  true  that 
the  banks  of  Pennsylvania  have  suspended  specie 
payments — and  many  of  her  citizens'  have,  by  en- 
gaging'somewhat  too  extensively  in  business  or 
speculation,  become  considerably  involved  in  debt 
and  embarrassment,  but  her  banks,  with  possibly 
one  or  two  exceptions,  have  ample  means  to  meet 
all  the  demands  upon  them,  and  those  of  her  citi- 
zens who  are  embarrassed,  with  few  exceptions, 
have  abundance  of  property,  which  may  not  be 
convertible  instantly  into  money,  sufficient  to  pay 
all  Iheir  debts,  but  t ire  resources  ol  the  entire  peo- 
ple of  tiie  state  would  almost  in  a single  year,  li- 
quidate all  the  demands  that  can  be  made  upon 
them  from  abroad.  Under  such  circumstances  as 


these,  communities  may  regulate  themselves  by  the 
same  general  rules  of  wisdom,  prudence  and  econo- 
my, which  never  fail  to  extricate  individuals  from  si- 
milar difficulties.  The  substantial  means  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania  to  pay  oif  all  their  liabilities, 
are  not  in  ttie  slightest  degree  impaired.  The  peo- 
ple ol  this  commonwealth  need  nothing  but  a little 
time — reasonable  patience  under  temporary  evils — 
the  application  of  their  own  persevering  and  hardy 
industry  in  producing  and  transporting  to  market 
her  two  great  staples  coal  and  iron,  and  the  propitious 
blessTfigsTof  Heaven  upon  her  harvest  fields,  to  re- 
place them  upon  that  solid  footing  of  prosperity  and 
independence  which  they  so  proudly  occupied  be- 
fore they  were  burled  from  it  by  the  rash  and  head- 
long spirit  of  speculation. 

Those  who,  with  their  eyes  open  to  these  things, 
will  persist  that  Pennsylvania  and  hercitizens  have 
been  precipitated  into  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  of 
bankruptcy,  must  be  permitted  to  cherish  (lie  phan- 
toms of  their  own  creation  and  wait  until  tile  com- 
mon sense  of  the  people,  and  the  return  of  prosper- 
ous times  have  convinced  them  of  their  error. — 
Those  who  believe  that  their  own  interests,  or 
those  of  tile  political  party  with  which  they  happen 
to  be  associated  will  be  promoted  by  traducing  t he 
credit  of  the  state,  and  representing  her  condilion 
to  be  one  of  hopeless  indebtedness  and  distress, 
must  be  allowed  to  pursue  the  course  which  they 
have  seen  fit  to  adopt,  until  the  unerring  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  lias  detected  the  deception  and 
hold  them  up  to  the  reproof  of  all  honest  men  for 
attempting  to  practice  upon  their  credulity.  Penn- 
sylvania, like  most  of  the  sister  states  of  the  union, 
and  some  of  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  has 
engaged,  beyond  her  available  means,  in  trade,  en- 
terprises of  improvement,  and  speculation,  but  her 
recuperative  energies  will  enable  her  to  take  the 
lpad  of  all  of  them,  in  extricating  herself  from  the 
embarrassments  which  beset  her.  Her  resources 
are  of  a nature  that  seldom  fail  in  furnishing  an 
annual  supply,  and  never  can  want  a market.  Tile 
industry  of  her  citizens  is  untiring,  and  they  love 
not  only  their  own  state,  but  its  independence,  too 
well  to  repine  at  tile  payment  of  a few  dollars  tax, 
or  the  suffering  of  a temporary  inconvenience,  to 
see  (hat  state  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  fruitless 
demands  made  upon  her  justice,  or  unanswered 
calls  upon  her  honor.  A few  may  be  found  who 
would  persuade  them  t hat  their  property  and  in- 
dustry are  to  be  taxed  forever,  and  who  would  in- 
culcate ihe  unworthy  sentiment,  that  those  who  are 
in  favor  of  maintaining  the  faith  and  honor  of  the 
state  untarnished,  are  the  foes  of  the  people;  but 
they  meet  with  no  encouragement  from  the  great 
mass  oflionest  men,  and  are  justly  regarded  as  faith- 
less or  interested  advisers.  On  tin's  important  sub- 
ject, public  feeling  is  sound  and  united,  and  will  do 
much  to  direct  the  efforts  and  inspire  confidence  and 
resolution  among  our  citizens. 

Owing  to  its  peculiar  geographical  position,  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  is  made  the  great  distributing 
mart  of  foreign  and  domestic  goods,  and  manufac- 
tures for  a large  portion  of  the  western  and  south- 
ern states  of  the  union.  This  circumstance  has 
rendered  both  the  banks  and  her  citizens  dehlors  to 
a large  amount  to  New  York  and  the  northeastern 
states  and  to  Europe,  and  rendered  tiie  purchasers 
of  these  commodities  in  tiie  west  and  south,  in  the 
same  manner  indebted  to  Philadelphia.  The  mo- 
ment tiie  banks  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed  specie 
payments  on  tile  15tli  January  last,  large  demands 
upon  the  banks,  merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  had  been  held  in  reserve  in  New  York 
and  the  eastern  states,  both  on  the  account  of  the 
citizens  of  those  states,  and  on  account  of  the  fo- 
reign creditors  of  Philadelphia  were  presented  lo 
the  Philadelphia  banks  for  payment  in  specie.— 
Nearly  eleven  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  or  specie 
funds,  were,  I believe,  drawn  from  the  Philadelphia 
banks,  during  file  nineteen  days  they  continued 
specie  payments,  and  immediately  taken  out  the 
state.  T his  enormous  sum  so  drawn  out  of  tlie/ 
Philadelphia  banks,  and  tiie  manner  in  which  it 
was  disposed  of,  strongly  leads  us  to  l h e belief  that 
there  must  have  been  some  combination  or  under- 
standing among  those  by  whom  it  was  obtained,  to 
make  an  almost  simultaneous  rush  upon  the  Phila- 
delphia banks,  either  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
them  again  to  suspend,  or  of  restraining  i/i  some 
way  their  general  operations. 

It  is  believed  that  there  are  large  sums  still  due 
from  the  banks  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  the 
citizens  of  other  states,  and  to  foreign  creditors. 
Under  tiie  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  imposing 
penalties  and  augmented  rates  of  interest  upon  the 
banks,  these  demands  will  undoubtedly  be  made, 
and  their  efforts  for  tiie  relief  of  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth  be  fatally  restrained  and  crippled. 

The  hanks  of  Pennsylvania  having  been  estab- 
lished lor  tiie  benefit  of  tiie  people  of  Pennsylvania, 


the  enforcement  of  the  penalties  to  which  they  are 
subject,  may  be  safely  left  in  the  iiands  of  the  peo- 
ple. So  long  as  the  existence  of  tile  banks  is  be- 
lieved to  be  useful,  and  their  general  conduct  is 
such  as  to  deserve  and  secure  tiie  confidence  of  the 
public,  they  will  not  be  disturbed,  although  hourly 
liable  to  the  infliction  of  the  penalties  which  tiie 
laws  prescribe.  Experience  on  former  occasions 
during  suspensions,  clearly  demonstrates  this.  If 
it  be  the  interest  of  the  public  that  the  hanks  should 
continue  to  exist.it  is  the  interest  of  the  banks  to 
conduct  themselves  in  such  a manner  as  to  satisfy 
Ihe  public  that  sucli  is  the  fact.  If  the  public  for- 
bear towards  the  banks  to  enforce  the  penalties,  the 
banks  should  doubtless  forbear  towards  the  public, 
to  produce  distress  and  embarrassment.  The  banks 
can  do  much  by  the  mode  in  which  they  treat  their 
debtors,  to  create  or  to  diminish  our  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties. They  have  not  only  a right,  but  it  is 
iheir  duty  to  exact  adequate  security  from  their 
debtors,  hut  should  they  press  them  unreasonably, 
should  they  bring  to  a sheriff  ’s  sale  and  consequent 
sacrifice,  tiie  properly  of  those  who,  by  a safe  and 
reasonable  course  of  treatment,  might  have  paid 
them,  ihey  will  peril  that  public  confidence  which 
under  the  law  is  tiie  shield  of  their  protection.  In 
times  of  hardship  and  difficulty  like  the  present, 
mutual  justice  and  mutual  forbearance  on  the  part 
of  (he  banks  and  the  people,  is  the  great  guaranty 
for  the  rights  and  interests  of  both . Let  the  banks 
of  Pennsylvania  therefore  act  with  discretion  and 
justice  and  (hey  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  citi- 
zens of  this  commonwealth.  But  tiie  citizens  of 
other  slates  and  the  foreign  creditors  to  whom  I 
have  above  referred,  have  neither  the  same  interests 
nor  perhaps  the  same  inclination,  in  extending  in- 
dulgence to  tiie  banks  of  this  state,  to  promote  mu- 
tual advantage.  It  will  be  within  their  power  to 
harrass  them,  and  thus  to  augment  in  a very  great 
measure  the  difficulty  and  embarrassments  under 
which  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  suffer.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  part  of  duty,  and  I can  see 
no  injustice  whatever,  in  protecting  the  citizens  of 
this  commonwealth  from  this  impending  calamily. 

I regret  that  the  legislature  after  a session  of  three 
months  should  not  have  devised  and  presented  to 
me  somethingthat  would  secure  this  salutary  object. 

I would  most  cheerfully  approve  of  any  measure 
that  will  protect  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth 
from  being  crippled  in  their  operations,  and  from 
the  forfeiture  of  their  charters,  by  combinations  of 
brokers  and  sharpers  oi  other  states,  and  of  Europe, 
to  exact  (lie  penalties  which  were  originally  de- 
signed for  (he  safety  and  security  of  the  people  of 
this  commonwealth.  Let  those  persons  having  de- 
mands against  our  banks  be  deprived  of  no  civil  re- 
medy, which  can  be  afforded  by  the  law;  let  our 
courts  remain  open  to  them;  let  them  recover  judg- 
ments and  enforce  them  by  execution,  witii  such 
interest  as  is  allowed  in  other  like  cases  of  debt;  but 
the  penailies,  which  can  be  exacted  only  at  the 
hazard  of  creating  embarrassment  and  difficulty 
among  our  citizens  should  be  reserved  to  be  en- 
forced by  our  own  citizens,  who  are  so  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  consequences.  Let  those  who  are 
to  feel  the  effects  judge  who  thus  will  strike  the 
blow.  Such  a law  as  this  would  be  a measure  of 
self  preservation,  and  could  give  no  just  ground  of 
complaint  (o  those  who  would  be  deprived  of  no  le- 
gal right  they  now  enjoy,  and  of  no  privilege  but 
that  of  annoying  and  disturbing  their  neighbors, 
without  obtaining  any  benefit  for  themselves. 

In  all  our  legislative  acts  we  should  remember, 
that  without  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  the  ci- 
tizens ol'other  states,  our  first  and  highest  duty  is  lo 
take  care  of  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is 
exppetedfrom  us  by  the  people,  and  less  than  this 
would  be  an  unpardonable  shrinking  from  our  duty. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

\ Executive  chamber,  April  8th,  1841. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  lor  the  governor  to 
call  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature?  The  alarm- 
ing condition  of  tiie  country  seems  to  us  to  require 
it.  When  Charleston  was  partially  burnt  down, 
the  emergency  was  universally  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  assemble  the  representatives  of 
the  people  in  extraordinary  convention.  But  what 
was  tiie  destruclion  of  a few  millions  of  property 
compared  to  tiie  dangers  that  overhang  us  from  tile 
approaching  extra  session  of  congress,  and  which 
might  be  averted  by  the  exercise  of  a timely  firm- 
ness? Let  file  legislatures  meet ,put  the  stale  under 
complete  military  organization,  and  instruct  the  go- 
vernor, in  case  a national  bank  or  protective  tariff 
is  enacted  by  congress,  to  summon  forthwith  a con- 
vention of  tiie  people  of  South  Carolina  to  delibe- 
rate on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  in  de- 
fence of  iheir  liberties.  There  should  be  no  hesita- 
tion— no  delay.  Ever}' thing  depends  on  their  bold, 
uncompromising  decision.  His  excellency  haspiedg- 


120 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  24,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


ed  himself  to  the  world  to  meet  the  crisis,  should  it 
arrive,  a3  it  ought  to  be  met.  His  responsibility  is 
great.  Let  him  take  no  council  of  timid  and  inte- 
rested politicians.  The  people — the  people , whose 
servant  he  is — expect  him  to  do  his  duty. 

A DEMOCRAT. 

[ Charleston  Mercury,  March  31. 

The  Philadelphia  Sentinel,  a Van  Buren  paper, 
places  the  above  article  under  the  caption  of 
“queer  democracy”  and  adds,  “We  have  not 
patience  to  comment  on  it.  We  think,  however, 
that  the  time  is  past  for  further  dictation,  on  the 
part  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  union.  * * * 

We  hope,  and  do  not  doubt,  that  congress  will 
legislate  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  that  a national 
bank  will  be  created — a tariff  enacted— the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  distributed  among  the 
states,  and  all  other  conservative  measures  adopted, 
tending  to  the  general  good.  It  will  then  be  for  all 
the  states,  South  Carolina  among  the  rest,  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  laws;  and  if  any  state  dare  impugn 
or  resist  them,  the  time  will  have  arrived  to  test  the 
value  of  the  union.  If  it  be  a rope  of  sand,  it  will 
be  dissolved — if  it  be  fit  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  created,  it  will  be  preserved. 

Gen.  McDuffie’s  address.  The  anniversary  of  the 
South  Carolina  State  Agricultural  society  was  held 
at  Columbia  on  the  26th  of  November,  1840,  and 
the  address  was  delivered  by  gen.  McDuffie.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  say  it  is  able;  and  although  exclu- 
sively southern,  or  rather  local,  in  its  recommenda- 
tions, there  is  much  in  it  to  interest  the  friends  of 
agriculture  every  where.  The  object  proposed  in 
the  address  is  to  point  out  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent errors  in  southern  agriculture,  and  to  suggest 
remedies. 

ARKANSAS. 

War  in  the  west.  We  copy  the  following  from 
the  Little  Rock  Gazette  of  the  24th  ult: 

We  are  informed  by  a gentleman  recently  from 
the  Indian  country,  that  hostilities  had  commenced 
between  the  Choctaw  and  Kickapoo  Indians,  on  the 
waters  of  Blue  river,  in  the  Choctaw  nation.  It 
appears  that  the  Kickapoos  have,  for  a number  of 
years  been  encroaching  on  the  Choctaw  lands,  and 
had  been  frequently  requested  to  desist,  to  which 
they  paid  no  attention.  A few  weeks  since,  the 
Choctaw  council  deemed  it  expedient  to  pass  a law- 
commanding  them  to  leave  their  territory,  which 
the  Kickapoos  refused  to  do,  but  assembled  their 
tribe,  numbering  twelve  hundred  warriors,  deter- 
mined to  resist  the  execution  of  the  Choctaw  law. 
They  have,  in  addition  to  this,  sent  the  war  hatchet 
to  the  numerous  wild  and  savage  tribes  who  inhabit 
the  extensive  tract  of  country  lying  between  the 
Choctaw  line  and  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Our  informant  states,  that  ali  the  traders  who  had 
been  residing  among  the  Indians,  were  busily  en- 
gaged in  removing  their  goods  to  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Towson  for  protection.  He  also  stated  that  a 
runner  had  been  reported  with  despatches  for  the 
Indian  agent. 

We  do  not  wish  to  create  any  unnecessary  ex- 
citement or  alarm  on  this  subject,  but  we  must  con- 
less  that  if  all  be  true  that  we  have  heard,  a large 
force  will  be  required  to  bring  the  Indians  to  their 
senses.  Should  the  Kickapoos  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing the  assistance  of  the  wild  tribes,  who  can  tell 
how  long  the  defenceless  inhabitants  on  our  fron- 
tier will  remain  unmolested?  We  believe  that  three 
of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier  are  garrisoned 
by  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  men,  who  would 
be  utterly  unable  to  hold  the  Indians  in  check, 
(should  depredations  be  committed  or  hostilities 
against  the  whites  be  commenced),  or  to  defend 
the  public  property  now  under  their  charge.  Thus 
it  becomes  necessary  that  the  general  government 
should  send  troops  to  Arkansas,  for  the  protection 
of  her  citizens,  to  say  nothing  of  what  the  govern- 
ment is  in  justice  bound  to  perform  in  regard  to 
matters  of  this  kind. 

KENTUCKY. 

Public  works,  stale  debt,  revenue,  Syc.  <§rc.  Al- 
though there  is  much  interest  evinced  on  those  sub- 
jects by  the  public  at  large,  yet  there  are  but  com- 
paratively few  individuals  who  are  willing  to  wade 
through  the  mass  of  documents  published  annually 
by  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
detailed  information — some  have  not  leisure  or  in- 
clination, and  many  have  not  the  opportunity.  The 
following  synoptical  view  of  those  subjects,  there- 
fore, prepared  carefully  from  official  documents, 
may  be  acceptable  and  interesting  to  some  of  your 
reader.  [ Frankfort  Commonwealth. 

Public  works. 

Turnpike  roads.  Those  are  constructed  by  incor- 
porated companies,  in  which  the  state  has  subscrib- 
ed from  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  the  capital  stock, 
the  remainder  being  made  up  by  individual  subscrip- 
tion. There  are  about  620  miles  completed,  and 
437  miles  under  contract  and  in  progress  of  con- 


struction— total  1,057  miles,  exclusive  of  some 
miles  of  common  roads  in  sparsely  settled  portions 
of  the  state. 

Railroad.  Lexington  and  Ohio.  The  work  of  a 
company.  This  road  is  completed,  and  in  opera- 
tion from  Lexington  to  Frankfort,  28  miles,  and 
from  Louisville  to  Portland,  3 miles,  and  is  incom- 
plete and  suspended  between  Frankfort  and  Louis- 
ville, 66  miles. 

Canal.  Louisville  and  Portland.  This  is  also 
the  work  of  a company,  and  was  constructed  to  over- 
come the  falls  of  the  Ohio — completed  in  1830 — 2 
miles  100  yards  long — lockage,  at  low  water,  24  feet 
— cost  about  $1,000,000.  Number  of  steamboats, 
that  passed  through  the  canal  in  1840,  1,231;  flat 
and  keel  boats,  392,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
224,841  tons.  Amount  of  tolls  received  $134,904; 
dividend  for  the  year,  12  per  cent.  The  dividend 
for  1839  was  17  per  cent. 

River  lock  navigation  for  steam  boats.  Exclusively 
state  works.  There  are  under  contract  and  in  pro- 
gressive locks  and  dams  on  the  Green  river,  form- 
ing 195  miles  of  navigation;  five  on  the  Kentucky, 
forming  95  miles;  and  five  on  the  Licking,  forming 
51  miles.  Total  15  locks  and  dams,  forming  a 
steamboat  navigation  of  341  miles.  Several  of  the 
locks  on  the  Kentucky  and  Green  rivers  are  so  far 
completed  as  to  be  available  for  the  purpose  of  navi- 
gation. An  immense  and  valuable  water  power 
has  been  created  by  those  locks  and  dams,  some  of 
which  is  already  applied  to  propelling  machinery, 
and  extensive  preparations  are  making  for  its  further 
application. 

Descending  navigation.  Consisting  of  wing  dams, 
and  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  descent  of 
coal  boats,  &c.  on  the  Cumberland  and  other 
streams. 

Expenditures  by  the  state  up  to  November  30, 1840. 
On  turnpike  roads  and  bridges  $2,126,680 
On  Lexington  and  Ohio  rail 

road  215,000 

On  river,  lock  navigation  1,554,827 

On  descending  navigation  11,982 

Onsurveys  and  general  expenses  1,104,147 

4,012,636 

The  whole  amount  required  to  complete 
the  work  under  contracts,  including  the 
amount  due  by  the  state  at  the  above  date, 
is  estimated  by  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provement, as  follows: 

On  rivers  687,057 

On  roads  750,003 

1.437,060 


Total  amount  which  will  have  been  ex- 
pended by  the  state,  upon  the  completion 
of  all  the  works  now  under  contract  and  in 
progress  $5,449,696 

Individuals  have  expended,  in  the  construction  of 
the  works  above  enumerated,  about  four  millions  of 
dollars,  or  an  amount  equal  to  that  expended  by  the 
state. 

Finances  of  the  state. 

The  bonds  sold  by  the  state  for  internal  improve- 
ment purposes,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1,385,000  5 per  cts.  annual  interest  $'69,250 
1,765,500  6 per  cts.  do.  105,930 
600,000  do.  six  year  bonds  36,000 


Total  $3,750,500  Total  annual  interest  $'211,180 
If  to  this  be  added  a temporary  loan  of  $40,000 
from  the  banks,  the  total  liabilities  of  the  state  will 
be  $3,790,500,  and  the  annual  interest,  inclusive  of 
$8,420  exchange  on  interest  payable  in  the  east, 
will  be  $222,000.  Those  bonds,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  six  year  one  hundred  dollar  bonds,  are 
made  redeemable  at  various  periods  from  18.65  to 
1872.  They  have  been  disposed  of  at  an  aggregate 
net  profit  of  $54,888  over  and  above  their  par  value, 
after  deducting  the  expenses  of  negotiation,  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  American  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 


company  1,250,000 

To  Prime,  Ward  and  King  100,000 

To  war  department  165,000 

To  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky  335,000 

To  Bank  of  Kentucky  330,000 

To  board  of  education  937,500 

To  individuals  33,000 

To  do.  six  year  bonds,  600,000 


$3,750,500 

The  interest  on  those  bonds  has  been  heretofore 
paid  exclusively  from  the  income  of  the  sinking 
fund,  established  for  that  purpose,  and  without  any 
aid  from  taxation.  The  resources  of  this  fund  are 
— tax  on  the  capital  stock  of  the  banks;  excess  of 
dividends  on  two  millions  of  stock  owned  by  the 
state  in  the  banks,  after  paying  the  interest  on  the 
five  per  cent,  scrip  issued  to  those  institutions  and 
held  hy  them  for  the  original  subscriptions;  divi-j 


dends  on  bank  stock  purchased  by  the  commission- 
ers of  the  sinking  fund;  revenue  from  the  public 
works;  profits  of  the  state  from  the  penitentiary; 
profits  of  the  Commonwealth’s  bank,  and  the  pio- 
ceeds  of  the  state  stock  in  the  old  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  income  of  this  fund,  heretofore,  has  not  only 
been  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands  upon  it  for  in- 
terest on  loans,  but  has  left  a large  annual  surplus 
for  re-investment.  Last  year,  however,  the  com- 
missioners report  a deficiency  of  receipts  to  meet 
the  expenditures  of  $10,802.  This,  they  report,  “is 
attributable  mainly  to  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky  to  declare  its  usual  dividend,  the  cause  of 
which  is  well  known  to  be  in  consequence  of  the 
fraud  of  the  Schuylkill  Bank  of  Philadelphia.  The 
three  dividends,  thus  withheld,  are  estimated  at 
$157,788;  and  lor  the  year  1S40,  at  $105,192.  The 
deficiency  in  the  sinking  fund  for  the  next  year,  the 
commissioners  estimated  would  be  $110,207. 

To  meet  thi3  deficiency  and  preserve  the  faith 
and  honor  of  the  state  inviolate,  the  legislature,  at 
their  late  session,  passed  an  act  raising  the  state 
tax  from  ten  cents  upon  every  one  hundred  dollars 
worth  of  property,  to  fifteen  cents,  with  this  proviso: 
“That  the  additional  tax  hereby  authorised  to  be 
raised,  shall,  when  paid  into  the  treasury,  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund,  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  pr  incipal  and  interest  of  the  debts 
now  owing  by  the  state  of  Kentucky  for  works  of 
internal  improvement.” 

The  whole  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  the 
state  in  1840,  as  reported  by  the  second  auditor,  was 
$272,250,027.  Under  the  former  law,  he  estimates 
the  nett  amount  of  revenue  collectable  by  sheriffs 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  at  $245,354.  Under  the 
present  law,  therefore,  the  additional  tax  raised  will 
be  $422,677 — the  whole  of  which  is  to  go  to  the 
sinking  fund — and  it  thus  appears  evident  that  am- 
ple provision  has  been  made  to  meet  the  estimated 
deficiency  of  $110,207  for  the  current  year.  So 
soon  as  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  resumes  the  pay- 
ment of  dividends,  there  will  be  an  annual  surplus 
of  upwards  of  $100,000  to  be  vested  and  reinvest- 
ed  in  the  purchase  of  our  own  bonds,  or  other  un- 
doubted securities,  thus  compounding  this  annuity 
at  a rate  of  at  least  six  per  cent.  The  committee  on 
the  sinking  fund,  in  response  to  a resolution  of  the 
house,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  effect 
and  expediency  of  this  measure,  state  that  “they 
have  availed  themselves  ofthe  services  of  Mr.  M. 
R.  Stealey,  resident  engineer  upon  the  Kentucky 
river,  in  the  preparation  of  a table,  such  as  that  re- 
quired in  the  resolution,  which  is  referred  to  as  a 
part  hereof.  As  to  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  providing  a fund  lor  the  extinguishment  of  the 
state  debt,  they  entertain  no  doubt,  and  the  result 
shown  by  the  table  is,  in  their  opinion,  the  strong- 
est argument  that  can  be  used  in  its  favor,  and  one 
which  your  committee  deem  conclusive.”  It  ap- 
pears from  this  table  thatasuin  of  $100,000  placed 
annually  in  a permanent  fund,  and  compounded  at 
the  rate  of  6 per  cent,  would,  at  the  expiration  of 
20  years  from  the  time  ofthe  first  payment,  amount 
to  $3,899,273,  and  in  30  years  to  $S, 380, 168.  This 
system  has  been  adopted  successfully  in  other  coun  ■ 
tries  and  formed  the  basis  of  Mr.  Pitts’  celebrated 
sinking  fund  in  England. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States  received  hy  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
was  $1,433,757  58.  Of  this  $850,000  was  set  apart 
as  a permanent  school  fund,  and  invested  in  inter- 
nal improvement  bonds.  A portion  ofthe  dividends 
have  been  re-invested  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
accumulated  amount  now  is  $937,500.  The  resi- 
due ofthe  surplus  was  subscribed  and  [raid  into  the 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  as  a part  of  the  5th  million  in 
the  capital  stock  of  that  bank.  The  subscription 
of  the  state,  at  this  time,  amounts  to  $700,000  in 
the 5th  million,  exclusive  of  the  original  subscrip- 
tion of  one  million.  In  addition  to  this,  the  state 
has  acquired  by  purchase,  through  the  commission- 
ers ofthe  sinking  fund,  2,399  shares,  and  the  board 
of  educalion  735  shares  in  the  same  bank.  The 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  also  hold  400 
shares  in  the  Northern  bank,  and  175  shares  in  the 
Bank  of  Louisville.  The  whole  number  of  shares 
of  bank  stock  held  by  the  slate,  by  purchase,  is 
10,709,  which  at  par  value  would  be  worth  1,070,900 
dollars.  The  state  also  holds  of  her  own  bonds 
$937,500,  making  upwards  of  two  millions  in  bonds 
and  stocks  as  an  offset  against  her  comparatively 
light  indebtedness. 

Such  is  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  state,  as  exhi- 
bited by  the  public  records,  and  it  is  not  hazarding 
much  to  say.  “that  Kentucky,  in  conjunction  with 
enterprising  and  public  spirited  individuals,  has 
accomplished  more  than  any  oilier  state  in  the 
union  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  her  state  debt. 
What  she  has  done  has  scarcely  cost  her  an  effort; 
what  she  may  yet  accomplish,  will  depend  upon  the 
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exertion  to  which  she  may  put  forth  her  latent  en- 
ergies, and  call  into  more  useful  activity  the  ele- 
ments of  her  ample  resources  ami  growing  prospe- 
rity.” Public  sentiment  and  legislative  action, 
tiowever,  would  indicate  her  policy  to  be,  not  to  em- 
bark in  any  new  enterprise,  at  least  until  the  works 
now  in  progress  shall  have  been  completed  and 
their  usefulness  fully  tested  by  experience. 

The  following  statistical  view  of  Kentucky,  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  derived  from  official  documents  of  the 
past  year,  exhibits  some  interesting  facts  in  rela- 


Kentucky. 

17,144,899 

$127,122,509 

Ohio. 

19,693,575 

64,523,048 

$7  43 
$24,495,881 
$62,218,889 

3 28 
20,565,772 

$58,412,745 

$272,250,027 

26,949,041 

112,037,861 

$14 

$280,276 

10 

107 

562,993 

50 

91,105 

272,937 

$2,9SS 

401 

Indiana. 

8,273,120 

58,343,992 


7 05 
12,503,519 


20,908.508 

91,756,019 

140 

192,787 

15 

116.906 


785 

addition  to  the  slate 


No.  acres  assessed 
Value  of  do. 

Average  value  per 
acre 

Value  of  town  lots 
Value  of  slaves, 

Value  of  personal 
property 
Total  value 
Do.  per  $1,000  va- 
luation 

Am’t  of  state  tax 
Tax  in  cts.  per  100 
Popular  vote  for 
president 

Average  individual 
wealth 

I may  be  remarked  that,  in 
tax  of  562,993  dollars  assessed  in  Ohio,  there  were 
assessed  in  1840,  lor  county  purposes,  572.147  dol- 
lars— for  road,  township  and  poor  tax,  329,711  dol- 
lars— for  corporation,  public  building  and  bridge 
tax,  130,493  dollars,  and  some  others,  making  the 
total  amount  of  taxes  for  the  year  1,049,840  dollars; 
and  yet,  with  this  enormous  burthen  of  taxation, 
there  is  not,  perhaps,  in  the  union  a more  prosper- 
ous and  flourishing  state  than  Ohio.  Indiana  has 
passed  a tax  law  of  40  cents  on  the  100  dollars,  in 
addition  to  a poll  tax  of  75  cents,  and  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  state  tax,  for  1841,  is  $592,526. 

From  the  foregoing  comparative  statements,  it 
will  be  perceived  that,  the  assessed  value  of  the 
real  estate  of  Kentucky,  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana  together;  that  the  total  value  of 
property  of  all  kinds  in  Kentucky  is  more  than  dou- 
ble that  of  Ohio,  and  nearly  treble  that  of  Indiana; 
that  our  state  debt,  as  compared  with  our  assessed 
means,  is  less  than  one-seventh  that  of  Ohio,  and  one- 
tenth  that  of  Indiana;  that  taxes  are  lighter,  and  in- 
dividual wealth  greater  in  Kentucky,  than  in  Ohio 
or  Indiana. 

I have  thus  endeavored  to  shew,  in  a concise 
manner,  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  state,  and  her 
resources — our  ability  to  meet  our  engagements — 
our  willingness  and  determination  to  do  so.  We 
'have  done  so  heretofore,  and  no  one  acquainted 
with  Kentucky,  or  Kentuckians,  will,  fora  moment 
doubt  that  we  shall  continue  to  do  so  hereafter. 

Slave  law.  We  learn  from  the  Lexington  (Ky.) 
Observer,  that  on  the  31st  ult.  judge  Woolley  pro- 
nounced the  law  of  1833,  which  prohibits  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  commonwealth,  unconsti- 
tutional. Since  this  decision,  it  is  stated,  severa 
prosecutions,  which  had  recently  been  instituted, 
have  been  abandoned.  It  is  suggested  that  judge 
Woolley,  who  is  said  to  have  displayed  “great  le- 
gal ability  and  profound  constitutional  research”  on 
the  occasion,  write  out  and  publish  hisopinion;  and 
this  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  may  do,  that  the  court  of 
appeal  may  have  before  them,  in  a shape  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood,  the  grounds  of  a decision 
which  will  create  very  general  surprise,  both  in  and 
out  of  Kentucky. 

ILLINOIS. 


Statistics.  J.  S.  Townsend,  esq.  of  Alton,  has 
prepared  from  the  papers  of  the  United  States  mar- 
shal a tabular  statement,  exhibiting  a view  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Illinois  from  the  U.  States  census  of  June, 
1840;  and  the  produce  of  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  &c.  of  each  county  in  the  state. 

The  writer  says — The  population  of  the  state,  as 
furnished  by  the  deputy  marshals,  is  about  three 
thousand  less  than  the  returns  of  the  state  census, 
taken  from  the  first  of  September.  Omitting  frac- 
tions, and  the  population  of  Illinois  in  1840,  varied 
but  little  from  480,000.  The  popular  vote  at  the 
presidential  election,  was  93,010. 

He  adds,  the  amount  of  produce,  and  the  number 
and  value  of  stock,  as  obtained  by  the  marshal,  are 
at  least  one-third  below  the  true  amount.  In  mul- 
titudes of  families  no  account  was  given,  at  least 
with  any  correctness.  The  people,  in  many  in- 
stances, misunderstood  the  matter.  Many  fancied 
they  were  to  be  taxed  for  every  article  and  refused, 
and  many  of  the  deputy  marshal?  finding  it  rather 
unpopular  to  make  so  many  specific  inquiries,  pre- 
ferred to  pass  over  the  business,  or  put  down  vague 
and  small  amount.  We  should  regard  it  within  due 
bounds  to  add  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  horses,  cattle  or 
sheep,  swine,  poultry  and  various  kinds  of  grain. 


and  thirty-three  per  cent,  to  all  other  products  as  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  property  of  our  young  and  ris- 
ing state. 

The  state  census  of  1835,  gave  the  population  of 
Illinois  a fraction  short  of  270,000.  There  has 
been  an  increase  in  five  years  of  more  than  210,000. 
We  give  the  following  synopsis  of  the  tables: 
Population  of  the  state,  476,273. 

No  of  horses  and  mules,  200,741  val 


9,033.345 

9,183,660 

953,502 

4,337,775 

340,600 

2,039,720 


Neat  cattle,  612,244  do. 

Sheep,  486,751  do. 

Swine,  1,445,925  do. 

Poultry  do. 

Bushels  of  wheat,  3,263,552  do. 

Bushels  of  barley,  buckwheat  and 
rye,  149,366  do.  - 76,470 

Bushels  of  oats,  5,681,931  do.  1,136,386 

Bushels  of  corn,  22,523,635  do.  4,504,727 

Pounds  of  wool,  634,349  do.  285,457 

Pounds  of  beesw  ax,  26,676  do.  6,669 

Bushels  of  potatoes,  2,086,516  do.  521,629 

Tons  of  hay,  138,125  do.  1,105,500 

Tons  of  flax  and  hemp,  15,604  do.  1,560,400 

Pounds  of  tobacco,  475,250  do.  28,515 

Pounds  of  sugar,  399,713  do.  49,964 

Cords  of  wood  sold,  124,138  do.  248,276 

Products  of  dairy  445.621 

Products  of  orchards  118,132 

Domestic  goods  ' * 1,108,096 

Products  of  gardens  and  nurseries  97,996 

No.  of  stores,  1,374,  capital  invested  4,685,457 

Skins,  ginseng,  &c.  value  of  258,838 

Brick  and  lime,  value  of  262,406 

Carriages  and  wagons  manufactured  135,712 

Number  of  flour,  grist,  saw  and  oil  mills,  1,502. 
Value  of  flour,  &c.  manufactured  2,306,619 

No.  of  brick  and  frame  houses  built  in  1839,  4,320. 

Value  of  houses  2,044,108 

Number  of  tanneries,  154. 

Sides  of  sole  and  upper  leather,  63,808, 
valuation  223,118 

Saddles,  &c.  value  of  products  235,252 

Numberof  distilleries  and  breweries,  153. 

Gallons  produced,  1,554,109,  value  388.527 

Products  of  manufactures  not  enumerated  361,522 
Capital  invested  in  manufactures  not  enu- 
merated 338,195 

Total  amountof  capital  invested  in  manu- 
factories 2,969,912 

Total  value  of  products  of  the  several 
counties,  exclusive  of  the  capital  in- 
vested, and  cost  of  buildings  51,411,606 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  repoit  made  by  a committee  of  the  stock- 
holders of  this  institution,  inserted  in  the  last  Re- 
gister, has  brought  out  Mr.  Biddle,  in  reply — 
three  letters  from  whom  have  been  published, — 4he 
first  of  w hich,  explaining  the  celebrated  “ cotton  spe- 
culation,” belongs  to  the  history  of  the  times,  and 
throws  considerable  light  on  that  transaction.  It  is 
inserted  in  this  number,  and  will  be  followed  by 
the  other  two. 

In  Mr.  Biddle’s  first  letter,  which  we  insert  in 
this  number,  he  states  that  the  difficulties  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  now  experience, 
have  been  drawn  on  “by  the  efforts  to  break  down 
the  banks  of  New  York — a real  cause  of  all  the  dis- 
asters to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.” 

That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was,  in  the  last  instance,  compelled  to  stop 
specie  payments  by  reason  of  demands  on  them 
from  New  York  and  eastward,  the  public  had  been 
apprised,  but  that  they  had  invited,  such  a measure 
in  retaliation,  by  attempting  to  compel  the  banks 
of  that  city  to  stop,  is  a development  which  Mr. 
Biddle  is  the  first  to  announce. 

We  shall  probably  find  out  that  it  is  but  an  inci- 
dent in  the  war  between  the  great  money  marts  of 
Wall  street  and  Chcsnut  street,  in  which  the  first 
“demonstration”—  and,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  New 
York  papers,  the  second  “demonstration”  also — fail- 
ed; but  the  third  was  fatal. 

Neither  of  Mr.  Biddle’s  other  letters  make  any 
further  explanation  on  this  point.  The  New  York 
American,  of  the  20th  inst.  furnishes  us  with  their 
version  of  the  affair — as  follows: 

The  attempt  to  break  the  N.  York  banks  in  August, 
1839 — now  admitted  to  have  been  made  by  the 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  some  of  the  circumstances 
of  which  we  adverted  yesterday — may  be  farther 
elucidated  by  recalling  the  occurrences  of  the  day, 
The  Liverpool  steamer  was  to  leave  this  port  on 
Saturday,  24th  August,  and  during  the  week  pre- 
vious to  her  departure  the  famous  bills  on  Hottin- 
guer  & Co.  were  sold  by  the  United  States  bank 
of  this  city. 

These  bills  w’ere  pressed  on  the  market  with  great 
urgency,  and  the  rates  at  which  they  were  sold 
made  it  matter  of  easy  calculation  to  ascertain  that 
loss  must  result  from  the  operation  to  the  sellers. 


who  were  to  remit  the  specie  they  produced  in 
order  meet  the  bills.  As,  moreover,  the  bank  was 
then  a borrower  in  Europe,  inquiry  was  naturally 
excited  as  to  what  these  drafts  could  mean.  The 
doubt  was  soon  resolved  by  the  demands  of  coin 
from  our  banks  on  Monday  26th,  and  Tuesday  27th. 
It  is  computed  that  the  specie  withdrawn  by  the  U. 
States  bank  here,  on  these  two  days,  with  the  sums 
demanded  in  the  current  month,  amounted  to  about 
one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars — being  a 
balance  in  its  favor  created  by  the  sale  of  post  notes 
and  the  Hottinguer  bills.  The  circumstances  under 
which  the  demand  of  Tuesday  was  made,  that  of 
Monday  not  having  produced  the  desired  effect, 
furnish  the  explanation,  as  it  seems  to  us,  of  the 
motive.  Half  an  hour  before  3 o’clock — the  usual 
hour  of  closing  the  banks — drafts  were  sent  in  from 
the  United  States  bank  heie,  with  a peremptory  de- 
mand for  specie  on  the  spot,  and  with  a notary  at 
hand  to  protest  in  case  of  demur. 

At  the  bank  of  the  state  of  New  York,  a draft 
for  $80,000  was  handed  in.  The  teller  said  it 
should  be  paid  as  soon  as  possible.  The  presenter 
of  the  draft  replied  that  it  must  be  paid  instanta- 
neously, or  the  check  be  given  back;  that  he  had 
no  discretion.  The  cashier  being  called,  and  in- 
formed of  w hat  was  going  on,  said  he  had  a discre- 
tion in  the  matter,  and  that  he  should  not  give  back 
the  check,  and  that  it  should  be  paid  by  3 o’clock. 
Orders  were  given  accordingly  to  count  out  the 
specie — which  w’as  not  quite  accomplished  when 
the  clock  struck  three.  Upon  the  stroke,  appeared 
the  notary,  with  a duplicate  of  the  draft  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Young,  the  cashier  of  the  United 
States  bank  here,  and  prepared  to  protest  it  for  non- 
payment. Seeing,  however,  the  money  was  there, 
and  forthcoming,  the  protest  could  not  decently  be 
made;  and  thus  the  plot  was  defeated,  for  other 
banks  having  in  like  manner  paid  promptly  the 
drafts  upon  them,  the  hoped-for  panic  and  protests 
were  disappointed. 

If  the  New  York  banks  could  have  been  made 
to  refuse  a specie  draft,  the  alarm  consequent  upon 
the  notoriety  of  that  fact,  would,  it  was  hoped, 
cause  a run  upon  them  that  would  force  a suspen- 
sion, and  then  the  Philadelphia  banks, — and  espe- 
cially the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  foresaw  its  inability  to  continue  specie 
payments — would  have  been  preceded,  and  so  far 
justified,  in  suspension,  by  those  of  New  York. 

But  the  plot  failed,  and  now  we  have  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  as  to  how  the  means 
selected  for  its  furtherance  recoiled  upon  the  heads 
of  the  inventors.  The  Hottinguer  drafts,  which 
w’ere  to  ruin  New  York — drawn  without  funds, 
credit,  or  advice — kites,  in  the  worst  sense  of  the 
word — were  dishonored,  and  broke  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  leaving  New  York 
unscathed.  True,  the  bank  in  Philadelphia  stop- 
ped payment  on  the  9th,  on  bonds  payable  on  that 
day  in  this  city  and  on  its  notes  in  Philadelphia — 
and  the  Liverpool  steamer  returned  here  only  on 
the  10th  October,  bringing  the  accounts  of  the  dis- 
honor of  the  drafts  on  Hottinguer — but  that  bank 
doubtless  anticipated  the  fate  of  its  bills,  for  it  had 
previously  been  warned  by  the  Hottinguers  that 
they  could  not  accept  without  being  covered — and 
their  other  liabilities  increasing  around  them,  the 
bank  yielded  a little — and  only  a little — in  advance 
of  the  publication  of  the  fact  of  its  dishonored  bills 
— and  that  fact  put  the  seal  upon  its  credit. 

Still  the  bitterness  and  vindictiveness  against 
New  York,  w hich  persisted  against  all  odds  in  being 
honest, — survived,  and  failing  to  break  the  banks 
before  the  suspension  in  Philadelphia,  the  next  ef- 
fort was  to  stir  up  the  merchants  and  others  here, 
who  felt  severely  the  pressure  of  the  times,  to  call 
upon  our  banks  for  an  extension  of  discounts, — the 
certain  road,  under  the  circumstances,  as  the  Phila- 
delphia banks  had  proved,  to  insolvency. 

Hence  the  public  meeting  at  the  City  hotel,  on 
23d  October,  which  many  of  our  readers  doubtless 
remember,  both  for  its  mischievous  tendency,  and 
happily  unpurposed  proceedings.  Who  the  parties 
were  that  prompted  that  meeting,  that  endeavored 
to  induce  honorable  men  to  take  part  in  it  as  offi- 
cers, and  urged  it  on  to  peremptory  calls  upon  the 
banks,  will  now,  it  is  hoped,  be  exposed;  and  when 
this  is  done,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  all  this  thing  the 
hand  of  the  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  its  officers  and  agents  here,  is  to  be  traced. 

It  is  pertinent  to  add,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  here  is  one  of  the  free  banking  associations; 
that  its  whole  capital  is  $200,000,  invested  in  state 
stock,  deposited  with  the  comptroller  for  the  secu- 
rity of  its  notes;  and  that  the  sole  partners  are  Geo. 
Griswold,  of  New  York,  and  Itich’d  Alsop,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, w ho  is  also  a director  ol  the  Bank  ot  the 
United  Slates  of  Pennsylvania. 

Besides  Mr.  Biddle’s  letters,  the  following  expla- 
nations have  been  published: 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  DUNLAP. 

To  the  comjnittee  of  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Gentlemen:  Your  report  to  the  stockholders  of 
the  5th  April  inst.  contains  the  following  passage, 
viz:  ‘-On  the  29th  April,  1839,  the  bank  guaranteed 
a contract  entered  into  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dunlap,  in 
his  individual  capacity,  for  the  purchase  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  land  stock.” 

This  statement,  without  proper  explanation,  is 
calculated  to  produce  false  impressions.  The  con- 
tract was  made  by  me  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
of  the  bank.  It  was  entered  into  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  state  of  Illinois,  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1839,  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
day  on  which  the  bank  guaranteed  it,  and  instantly 
placed  on  file  with  similar  documents  in  the  bank, 
where  it  has  ever  since  remained.  Proper  and  ex- 
plicit entries  in  regard  to  it  were  promptly  made  on 
the  books  of  the  bank  where  distinct  entries  also  of 
each  of  the  payments  made  under  it  appear.  The 
sterling  six  per  cent,  bonds  were  originally  deli- 
vered by  the  authorities  of  Illinois,  not  to  me,  but 
to  the  proper  officer  of  the  bank,  and  immediately 
after  their  receipt  were  transmitted  by  the  cashier 
to  the  agent  of  the  bank  in  London,  by  whom  they 
were  subsequently  hypothecated,  with  other  seeuri- 
ties,  for  loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  position  I believe  they  still  remain.  They 
were  never  in  my  possession,  nor  had  I any  person- 
al interest  in  them  whatever.  The  payment  for 
them  as  appears  by  the  contract,  was  to  be  made  in 
ten  monthly  instalments,  although  the  whole  amount 
of  bonds  was  delivered.  The  bank  has  had  the  in- 
terest ol  six  per  cent,  on  these  bonds  from  the  be- 
ginning, punctually  paid  to  it  by  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, and  the  benefit  of  the  funds  raised  by  their 
deposite  in  Europe. 

As  all  these  lads  are  of  record  in  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  bank,  I regret  that  the  committee  did 
not  think  proper  to  connect  them  with  the  above 
statement  in  regard  to  myself,  except  that  the  con- 
tract was  made  in  my  name.  As  similar  contracts, 
of  record  in  the  bank,  were  found  to  have  been 
made  by  preceding  officers,  I had  no  connexion 
with  or  interest  in  the  bonds  in  question.  Very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  DUNLAP. 

Philadelphia,  April  8,  1841. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  BINNEY. 

The  late  report  by  “the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion appointed  at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,”  contains  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: — 

“In  addition  to  these  sums,  he  (Mr.  Jaudon)  was 
allowed  by  the  exchange  committee  an  extra  com- 
mission of  one  percent,  upon  a loan  effected  in  Oc- 
tober, 1839,  of  800,000  pounds,  say  37,755  dollars 
56  cents,  and  upon  his  claim  for  a similar  commis- 
sion upon  subsequent  loans,  in  France  and  Holland, 
to  the  amount  of  8,337,141  dollars  90  cts.  the  board 
of  directors,  under  the  sanction  of  a legal  opinion 
from  counsel  of  high  standing,  and  the  views  of  the 
former  president,  by  whom  the  agreement  with  Mr. 
Jaudon  was  made,  that  the  case  of  extraordinary 
loans  was  not  anticipated  nor  meant  to  be  included 
in  the  original  agreement,  allowed  the  further 
charge  of  83,970  dollars  37  cents.” 

It  is  understood  that  I am  the  counsel  referred 
to.  Whether  the  committee  read  the  opinion  I gave 
to  Mr.  Jaudon, — for  it  was  to  Mr.  Jaudon  that  the 
opinion  was  given,  and  not  to  the  bank, — I do  not 
know;  but  they  have  mistaken  its  import,  if  they 
mean  to  represent  that  it  sanctioned  any  particular 
allowance  for  the  service  alluded  to.  This  part  of 
the  report  is  not  perfectly  clear;  but  the  meaning 
which  by  some  of  its  readers  is  attributed  to  the 
clause,  is  inaccurate. 

I gave  no  opinion  to  Mr.  Jaudon,  nor  to  any  one, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  servi- 
ces mentioned,  to  the  amount  stated,  nor  to  any 
particular  amount.  I was  not  consulted  upon  any 
such  question.  The  point  upon  which  he  asked 
my  opinion  was  this  and  this  only, — Whether  the 
service  ot  effecting  loans,  for  the  bank,  in  France 
and  Holland  under  a power  of  attorney  of  23d  Au- 
gust, 1839,  was  embraced  by  the  agreement  in  the 
president’s  letter  of  7th  October,  1837,  under  which 
he  became  the  agent  of  the  bank,  in  London,  so  as 
to  be  included  in  the  rule  of  compensation  prescrib- 
ed by  thal  agreement, — and  I gave  him  my  opinion 
that  it  was  not;  and  not  being  within  the  agreement, 
that  it  stood  upon  the  footing  of  services  which  he 
was  free  to  perform  or  not  at  his  pleasure,  and  if 
performed,  for  such  compensation  as  might  be 
agreed  upon,  or  as  should  be  just,  if  there  was  no 
express  agreement.  What  in  particular  he  was 
entitled  to  claim  for  the  service,  I was  not  asked, 
and  did  not  say.  My  opinion  was  founded  upon  the 
two  writings  referred  to,  and  not  upon  the  commu- 


nication of  view3  subsequently  expressed  by  any 
one  else. 

I must  not  be  understood  to  imply  that  Mr.  Jau- 
don was  r.ot  entitled  to  all  that  he  received  for  the 
critical  service  of  negociating  the  continental  loans. 
There  is  perhaps  a known  rule  of  compensation  for 
such  services  in  Europe.  But  mean  to  say,  that  I 
did  not  give  him  or  any  one  an  opinion  upon  any 
other  point  in  his  case,  than  that  which  I have 
stated,  and  that  no  other  point  was  submitted  to 
me.  HORACE  BINNEY. 

Philadelphia,  April  10,  1841. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  BIDDLE. 

Andalusia,  Bucks  county,  April  9,  4841. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Dover,  Delaware: 

My  dear  sir:  You  are  aware  that  it  is  now  two 
years  since  the  state  of  my  health  compelled  me  to 
leave  the  service  of  the  bank.  From  that  moment 
I have  been  wholly  occupied  with  other  matters, 
and  have  had  not  the  slightest  direction  of  its  atiairs, 
as  both  my  inclination  and  my  duty  concurred  in 
the  propriety  of  leaving  to  those  who  had  the  re- 
sponsibility the  entire  control  of  its  management. — 
This  total  abstinence  of  mine  does  not  seem  to  be 
understood  or  appreciated,  for,  since  the  misfortunes 
of  the  bank,  I find  myself  reproached  for  things  of 
which  I knew  nothing,  and  denounced  as  the  cause 
of  all  the  troubles  which  have  befallpn  not  only  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  but  every  man  in  the 
whole  country.  Being  very  indifferent  to  popular 
clamor,  and  never  suffering  myself  to  be  influenced 
by  it  to  do  w'hat  I disapprove,  I have  contradicted 
nothing  and  explained  nothing,  because  I could  do 
neither  without  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  bank; 
but  its  present  prostration  relieves  me  from  that  fas- 
tidiousness, for  its  pecuniary  affairs  will  scarcely 
sutfer  from  any  explanation  of  mine.  Accordingly 
I now  feel  at  liberty  tosay  and  to  prove  to  you  that 
when  I left  the  institution,  two  years  ago,  it  was  in 
a safe  and  prosperous  situation,  and  that  whatever 
misfortunes  have  since  come  upon  it,  my  admini- 
stration can  in  no  wise  be  charged  with  them. 

To  this  I now  proceed. 

For  thirteen  years,  from  1823  to  1836,  I was  pre- 
sident of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  great 
object  of  my  labors  was  to  secure  to  the  whole 
country  the  blessings  of  a sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency; and  now  that  the  subject  is  historical,  I 
think  I may  venture  to  say  that  the  currency  and 
the  exchanges  of  the  United  States  attained  a de- 
gree of  perfection  scarcely  known  elsewhere.  It 
was  of  that  system  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States 
said,  in  1830,  “It  may  be  confidently  asserted  that 
no  country  in  the  world  has  a circulating  medium 
of  greater  uniformity  than  the  United  States.”  And 
again,  “It  gives  to  the  national  currency  that  per- 
fect uniformity,  that  ideal  perfection  to  which  a 
currency  of  gold  and  silver  in  so  extensive  a coun- 
try could  have  no  pretensions.” 

It  was  of  that  system  that  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  said 

“That  the  United  States  are  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a uniform  national  currency  not  only  sound  and 
uniform  in  itself,  and  perfectly  adapted  to  all  the 
purposes  of  the  government  and  the  community,  but 
more  sound  and  uniform  than  that  possessed  by 
any  other  country.  It  is  not  easy  to  imagine,  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  desire,  any  currency  better 
than  this.” 


The  bank  closed  its  affairs  in  1836,  when  a board 
of  valuation  of  the  stock  was  formed,  composed  of 
a committee  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
consisting  of  Caleb  Cope,  Robert  Ralston,  jr.  and 
John  Bohlen,  and  a committee  of  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  consisting  of  Ambrose  White, 
Matthew  Newkirk  and  Richard  Price;  who  called 
to  their  aid  three  disinterested  citizens,  John  Moss, 
Benj.  VV.  Richards  and  Robert  Toland. 

This  committee,  in  its  negoeiation  with  the  com- 
missioners of  the  government,  began  by  offering  for 
every  share  of  $100  the  sum  of  $1 1 1 47.  The  com- 
missioners declared  that  “they  estimated  the  stock 
to  be  worth  $115  69  per  share,  cash  valuation,” 
adding  “that  this  was  consideaably  below  their  for- 
mer estimates,  and  positively  the  lowest  point  at 
which  they  would  fix  the  valuation.”  Finally,  the 
bank  agreed  to  pay  $115  58  per  share.  This  was 
done  by  a board  of  directors,  consisting  of 
Joshua  Lippincott,  Caleb  Cope, 


Manuel  Eyre, 

John  R.  Neff, 
William  Platt, 
Ambrose  White, 
Matthew  Newkirk, 
Richard  Price, 


John  Bohlen, 
Thomas  Dunlap, 

J.  J.  Vanderkemp, 
May  Humphreys, 
Cheyney  Hickman. 


Thus  far,  at  least,  every  thing  was  safe  and  pros- 
perous. 

The  bank  then  became  merely  a state  institution, 
and  although  it  had  to  encounter  the  hostility  of  the 


dominant  party  of  the  United  States,  and  the  vio- 
lence of  local  and  rival  opposition,  still  it  was  able 
to  maintain  itself  against  all  these  obstacles  with 
unimpaired  resources  and  credit.  This  will  be  ob- 
vious by  examining  the  statement  of  its  affairs,  pre- 
pared about  the  time  I left  the  bank,  as  it  is  report- 
ed by  this  committee. 

Discarding  any  array  of  figures  w hich  would  not 
be  intelligible,  that  statement  shows  clearly  these 
results: 

Its  whole  liabilities  were,  on  the  1st  Apr  il,  1S39 — 
For  circulation  $11,571,124 

Deposites  4,473,595 

All  other  debts  19,376,892 


$35,421,611 

Its  means  were — 

Discounts  39,854,004 

Stocks,  and  due  by  the  state  18,35S,705 
Real  estate  and  mortgages  1,718.436 
State  bank  notes  and  debts  8,748,084 
M.  King  and  the  U.  States  45,412 
Specie  3,069,580 

Resulting  balances — say  due 

by  agencies  3,047,345 

74,841,566 

being  more  than  two  dollars  for  one  of  its  liabilities. 
Comparing  this  with  the  last  statement  of  the  Bank 
of  England  which  I have  seen,  that  of  the  1st  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1841,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Thus,  the  Bank  of  England  had — 

Circulation  16,230.000  I Securities  22,595,000 

Deposites  7,365,000  | Bullion  3,816,000 


23,595,000  26,411,000 

While  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  throwing  out, 
to  make  the  comparison  accurate,  the  debts  on  one 
side,  and  an  equal  amount  of  securities  on  the  other, 
would  present  these  points: 

Circulation  11,571,124  I Securities  52.395,166 

Deposites  4,473,595  | Bullion  3,069,508 


16,044,719  55,464,674 

Ifthe  extraordinary  revulsion  of  the  last  twoyears 
has  caused  a depreciation  in  the  state  stocks,  that 
is  a misfortune,  not  a fault.  They  were,  at  the  time, 
of  my  retirement,  worth  at  least  what  had  been 
paid  for  them. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  rates  of  American  stocks 
at  London  in  January  and  February,  1839,  as  they 
were  known  here  in  March. 


Pennsylvania  5’s 
Mississippi  5’s 
Ohio  6’s 


93 

93 

99 


Illinois  6’s 
Kentucky  6’s 
Louisiana  5’s 


93 

94 

95 


Add  to  these  prices  an  exchange  of  eight  or  nine 
per  cent,  and  these  stocks  were  ail  above  par. 

In  March,  1839,  moreover,  there  was  nothing  to 
disturb  the  ropose  of  the  moneyed  world.  The  ge- 
neral ease  of  moneyed  affairs  was  apparent.  In 
England  the  bank  actually  reduced  the  rate  of  its 
discount  to  three  per  cent,  and  the  following  quota- 
tions from  the  London  Mercantile  Journal,  which 
happens  to  be  at  hand,  will  show  how  uniform  and 
low  was  the  rate  of  discount  Ihere. 

January  14. — “Discounts  on  banker’s  bills  have 
been  3J  per  cent.” 

February  19. — “Discounts  on  the  first  paper  con- 
tinue at  3k  per  cent.” 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1839  —“Money  on  bank- 
ers’ bills  lias  been  available  at  the  same  terms  as 
quoted  last  week.  First  merchants’ paper  has  been 
3J  to  4J  per  cent,  discount.” 

April  2. — “Bankers’  bills  have  been  currently 
done  at  3|  to  3J  per  cent.” 

April  9. — “Money  has  been  rather  plentiful  than 
otherwise,  and  discounts  continue  at  from  3^  to  4 
per  cent.” 

May  7. — “Money  has  been  more  plentiful.  Slill 
discounts  continue  at  3f  to  4 per  cent,  on  bankers’ 
bills. 

In  this  country  stocks  were  high,  and,  what  was 
more  important,  the  internal  exchanges  were  low 
and  uniform,  and  the  foreign  exchanges  did  not  re- 
quite any  exportation  of  specie.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  prices  of  those  seem  ities  then  most  sought  alter 
and  since  so  much  depreciated. 

Thus  In  March.  1839.  In  March,  1841. 

Bank  of  the  U.  States 
Pennsylvania  5’s 
Bank  of  Philadelphia 
Planters’  bank  of  Natchez 
Vicksburg 

Schuylkill  navigation  6’s  125 
Lehigh  canal 

The  domestic  exchanges  were  all  perfectly  settled 
and  very  reasonable.  That  with  New  Orleans  was 
at  from  par  to  J per  cent,  premium;  that  with 
Natchez  at  par  to  $ discount;  and  the  highest  rate  of 
charge  for  drafts  at  sight  from  the  most  distant  parts 
of  the  country  did  not  exceed  four  per  cent. 


116 

17 

106 

72 

106 

75 

92 

10 

69 

5 

125 

65 

90 

19 
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Finally,  the  bank  had  just  closed  its  struggles 
with  the  general  and  state  governments.  It  had  ar- 
ranged its  debt  to  the  United  Slates  arising  out  of 
its  partnership  in  the  bank,  and  congress  had  ad- 
journed. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  too  had  finished 
its  efforts  to  repeal  the  charter  by  a report  which 
assured  its  tranquillity  against  future  attacks,  and 
that  legislature  had  adjourned. 

Then,  for  the  first  time  during  many  years,  I 
found  a moment  when  I could  seek  the  retirement 
I desired,  and  accordingly  resigned. 

Collect,  now,  all  these  elements  of  prosperity. — 
Here  was  the  bank — 

With  74  millions  to  pay  35. 

With  the  highest  character  and  credit. 

Dividing  eight  per  cent,  yet  laying  up  something 
every  year. 

Its  stock  selling  at  116. 

The  foreign  exchanges  easy. 

The  domestic  exchanges  low  and  uniform. 

All  its  controversies  with  the  general  and  state 
governments  settled. 

With  peace  at  home  and  abroad. 

And  one  can  see  nothing  to  create  a doubt  of  its 
safety.  So  thought  and  so  declared  all  the  directors 
of  the  bank,  who,  by  numerous  committees  and  in 
successive  boards,  unanimously  united  in  repeated 
and  strong  assurances  that  the  bank  was  then  in  a 
condition  of  undoubted  strength  and  prosperity. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  the  board  of  direc- 
tors consisted  ol  the  following  gentlemen: 


Caleb  Cope, 
Cheyney  Hickman, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoil, 
Lewis  Wain, 

John  Connell, 
Joseph  Cabot. 


Joshua  Lippincott, 

John  R.  Neff, 

John  A.  Brown, 

Win.  Platt, 

Lawience  Lewis, 

John  J.  Vanderkemp, 

John  Bolden, 

Of  these  gentlemen  a dividend  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  4th  of  January,  1839,  consisting 
of  Joshua  Lippincott,  J.  J.  Vanderkemp,  Lawrence 
Lewis,  Josepti  Cabot  and  John  Connell. 

This  committee  made  a report  to  the  meeting  of 
the  board,  at  which  were  present  Messrs.  Lippin- 
cott, Vanderkemp,  Cope,  Brown,  Wain,  Lewis, 
Bolden,  Hickman,  Cabot  and  Connell,  who  unani- 
mously adopted  it.  Now  this  report  stated  that 
there  was  “an  aggregate  of  nett  profits  amounting 
to  $4,344,707  99;”  that  declaring  a dividend  of  four 
per  cent,  would  “leave  the  amount  of  the  surplus 
profits  of  the  bank  $2,944,707  99.”  “From  these 
several  statements,”  they  proceed,  “it  will  appear 
that  the  estimated  probable  loss  on  real  estate  and 
suspended  debt  is  $76,050  51  less  than  the  estimate 
of  July  lust,  and  that  the  contingent  fund  is  92,661  75 
mote  than  the  estimate  of  piobuble  loss.”  They  con- 
clude by  saying  that  the  nett  profits  of  the  last  six 
months  w'ere  $1,528,020  19,  which,  after  deducting 
the  dividend  of  four  per  cent.  $1,400,000,  “would 
leave  $128,020  19  as  the  surplus  profits  of  the  last 
six  months.” 

Up,  then,  to  the  7th  of  January,  1839,  (here  was 
no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  directors  of  the  peifecl 
safety  and  prosperity  of  the  bank,  since  they  had  a 
surplus  profit  on  the  last  six  month’s  business  of 
$128,020  19,  a total  surplus  of  $4,344,707  99,  a 
decreasing  loss  on  suspended  debt,  and  an  excess  of 
nearly  $100,000  of  the  contingent  fund  above  the 
fosses  it  was  destined  to  repair. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1839,  came  in  the  new 
board  of  directors  for  that  year.  It  consisted  of 


Manuel  Eyre, 

John  A.  Brown, 
Richard  Alsop, 
Caleb  Cope, 

J.  J.  Vanderkemp, 
Richard  Price, 


Joseph  Cabot, 
Cheyney  Hickman, 
Lewis  Wain, 
Ambrose  White, 

J.  R.  Ingersoil, 
Matthew  Newkirk. 


White,  Matthew  . New  kirk,  Richard  Alsop,  J.  J. 
Vanderkemp,  Richard  Price.  They  reported  that 
the  bank  had  “an  aggregate  of  surplus  profits 
amounting  to  $4,421,289  32,”  and  they  therefore 
declared  a dividend  of  four  per  cent.  This  report 
was  ratified  unanimously  by  the  following  mem- 
bers then  present: 


Manuel  Eyre, 
Richard  Alsop, 
John  Bohlen, 

J.  J.  Vanderkemp, 
Cheyney  Hickman, 


Joseph  Cabot, 
Lewis  Wain, 
Ambrose  White, 
Richard  Price, 
Matthew  Newkirk. 


That  these  gentlemen  should  make  a dividend  of 
four  per  cent,  unless  they  believed  the  situation  of 
the  bank  justified  it,  cannot  be  presumed. 

Further  than  this.  In  December,  1839,  nine 
months  after  my  retirement,  Mr.  Jaudon submitted 
to  the  creditors  of  the  bank  the  following  official 
statement,  published  in  London: 

“A  special  committee,  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (Messrs. 
Richard  Alsop,  Lewis  Wain,  Richard  Price,  John 
Connell,  and  J.  J.  Vanderkemp),  was  appointed, 
on  the  12th  of  November,  to  examine  into  the  si- 
tuation of  the  bank.  On  the  15th  of  November 
(the  day  before  the  sailing  of  the  Great  Western 
steamer)  they  made  a report  that  the  limited  time 
allowed  them  precluded  an  investigation  of  all  the 
items  of  the  account,  and  that  they  therefore  di- 
rected their  attention  to  the  least  perspicuous  items. 
The  other  items,  however,  had  been  investigated  by 
the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  (on  which 
were  Messrs.  Richard  Alsop,  Ambrose  White, 
Matthew  Newkirk,  and  C.  Eickman).  The  fol- 
lowing is  given  as  the  result.” 

The  details  are  then  mentioned,  and  the  state- 
ment concludes  thus: 

“Probable  surplus  beyond  the  capital  of35,000,000 
dollars,  $1,071,004  34.  It  should  be  recollected 
that  the  bonus  of  $2,500,000  paid  in  cash  for  the 
charter  has  already  been  charged  to  the  surplus 
lund,  and  that,  if  this  had  been  distributed  in  annual 
payments  over  the  whole  period  of  the  charter,  as 
was  done  by  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
this  fund  would  stand  $2,000,000  higher  than  it  now 
does.” 

Still  more.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  ten 
months  after  my  resignation,  another  dividend  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Caleb  Cope,  Joseph  Cabot, 
John  Bohlen,  Richard  Price  and  Matthew  New- 
kirk, made  a report,  concluding  thus: 

“From  the  foregoing  statements,  exhibiting  a 
surplus  of  $5,278,925  71,  the  committee  are  of  opi- 
nion that  a dividend  could  now  be  declared  by  the 
bank;  and  strong  inducements  to  suggest  that 
course  would  press  themselves  on  the  committee, 
if  they  considered  only  their  wishes  to  meet  the 
very  natural  expectations  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
institution,  who  have  looked  with  great  confidence 
to  a regular  distribution  of  the  profits  at  the  accus- 
tomed period.  But,  upon  mature  consideration  of 
the  subject,  they  are  induced  to  believe  that  the 
permanent  interests  of  the  institution  and  ultimate 
benefit  of  the  stockholders  themselves  will  be  pro- 
moted by  withholding  a dividend  for  the  present. 
The  actual  condition  of  the  banks  of  this  state,  and 
respect  for  the  legislature  now  on  the  eve  of  as- 
sembling, furnish  additional  motives  for  this  course.” 

This  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
board,  consisting  still  of 


J.  J.  Vanderkemp, 
Cheyney  Hickman, 
Richard  Price, 
Matthew  Newkirk, 
T.  Dunlap. 


Now  what  did  these  gentlemen  declare  ol  the  situ- 
ation of  the  bank? 

In  March,  1839,  on  the  day  of  my  retirement, 
the  board  unanimously  adopted  several  resolutions 
— in  one  of  which  they  describe  me  among  other 
things  as  one  “who,  having  performed  so  much  and 
so  faithfully,  leaves  the  institution  with  which  he 
is  identified  prosperous  in  all  its  relations — strong  in 
its  abilities  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  communi- 
ties by  which  it  is  surrounded — cordial  in  its  associa- 
tions with  sister  establishments,  and  secure  in  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  are  connected  with  it  in 
foreign  or  domestic  intercourse.” 

In  transmitting  to  me  these  resolutions,  the  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Ambrose  White,  Ca- 
leb Cope  and  J.R.  Ingersoil,  say:  “In  every  emer- 
gency you  have  given  it  efficient  support,  and  now 
that  your  official  connexion  has  ceased,  you  have 
the  rich  consolation  of  knowing  that  you  leave  it 
entirely  prosperous.” 

Nor  was  this  all. 

In  July,  1839,  four  months  alter  I left  the  bank, 
the  dividend  committee  consisted  of  Ambrose 


Manuel  Eyre, 

Richard  Alsop, 

Lewis  Wain, 

Caleb  Cope, 

John  A.  Brown, 

John  Bohlen, 

Now  what  shall  we  infer  from  all  this?  Here 
are  successive  boards  of  directors — dividend  com- 
mittees— special  committees,  over  and  over  again, 
declaring  the  existence  of  large  surpluses  and  mak- 
ing dividends,  and  asserting  the  soundness  and 
prosperity  of  the  bank. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1S39,  declaring  a dividend 
of  four  per  cent,  and  announcing  a surplus  of  more 
than  four  millions. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1839,  asserting  that  the 
bank  was  prosperous  in  all  its  relations. 

On  the  ist  of  July,  1839,  declaring  a dividend  of 
four  per  cent,  with  a surplus  of  more  than  four 
millions. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1839,  after  a detailed 
examination  by  two  committees,  asserting  still  a 
surplus  of  three  millions. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  exhibiting  a surplus 
of  more  than  five  millions,  and  abstaining  from 
making  the  dividend  which  they  might  do,  inereiy 
from  prudential  considerations,  in  respect  to  the  le- 
gislature. 

After  this  exhibition,  can  any  one  deny  what  I 


March,  1839,  it  was  in  a safe  and  prosperous  con- 
dition? 

It  remains  to  show  by  what  causes  the  whole  of 
that  scene  changed  into  the  present  total  prostra- 
tion of  the  bank.  Some  of  them  are  unhappily  too 
obvious. 

I have  just  stated  that  the  winter  of  1338-9  was 
a season  of  great  abundance  and  ease  in  moneyed 
concerns  both  in  England  and  in  this  country;  but 
England  was  soon  after  startled  by  the  discovery 
that  the  grain  crop  was  deficient,  and  a demand 
arose  for  specie  to  export  for  grain  combined  with 
some  continental  loans,  that  changed  the  whole 
surface  of  affairs.  The  Bank  of  England  itself, 
after  borrowing  ten  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
Bank  of  France,  was  still  so  much  drained  for 
coin  that  it  was  foiced  into  very  severe  restrictive 
measures,  which  raised  the  interest  of  money  to 
twice  or  three  times  its  usual  rate.  The  most  in- 
jurious effect  was  on  the  stocks  of  this  country, 
which  were  no  longer  convertible  in  England,  ex- 
cept at  great  sacrifices.  These  causes  immediately 
reacted  on  this  country,  producing  the  usual  ef- 
fects of  embarrassment  in  the  community  and  alarm 
among  the  banks.  These  troubles,  such  as  they  were, 
like  many  which  had  been  met  and  overcome  in  for- 
mer times  by  the  bank,  might  perhaps  have  been 
again  surmounted  by  an  exertion  of  the  means  and 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  but  for  circumstance  which 
is  thus  described  in  a letter  from  the  late  cashier  of 
the  bank,  to  whom  1 applied  for  information  as  to 
the  causes  which  had  brought  on  these  misfortunes. 
His  answer  is  as  follows: 

March  23,  1841. 

My  dear  sir:  The  queries  you  have  propound- 
ed to  me  have  occupied  no  small  share  of  my 
thoughts.  The  utter  prostration  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  passes,  I confess,  my  comprehen- 
sion. I may,  however,  point  out  some  of  the  causes 
that,  in  my  judgment,  have  mainly  contributed  to 
bring  about  its  present  painful  and  humiliating  con- 
dition. The  consequences  of  the  premature  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments  after  the  first  sus- 
pension by  the  banks,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  make  that  resumption  uni- 
versal, required  in  the  administration  of  its  af- 
fairs the  utmost  wisdom  and  experience  in  finance; 
and  in  alluding  to  a measure  adopted  by  those  gen- 
tlemen most  prominent  in  its  management  after 
your  retirement,  I do  not  mean  to  impugn  their 
motives  or  detract  from  their  merit.  Alter  the 
feverish  excitement  consequent  on  this  too  speedy 
effort  to  return  to  cash  payments  had  in  a good  de- 
gree subsided,  another  crisis  was  anticipated,  and 
it  was  feared  that  the  banks  generally  would  be 
obliged  again  to  suspend.  This  was,  unhappily, 
too  soon  to  be  realized,  for  the  storm  was  then 
ready  to  burst,  but,  instead  of  meeting  its  full  force 
at  once,  it  was  deemed  best  to  make  it  fall  first 
upon  the  banks  of  New  York.  To  effect  this  pur- 
pose, large  means  were  necessary,  and  to  procure 
these,  resort  was  had  to  the  sale  of  foreign  ex- 
change. The  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  bank 
with  its  agents  abroad  did  not  warrant  any  large 
drafts  upon  them,  especially  that  of  the  Messrs. 
Hottinguer  in  Paris.  This  difficulty,  however,  it 
was  thought,  might  be  avoided  by  shipping  the 
coin  to  be  drawn  from  the  New  York  banks  im- 
mediately to  meet  the  bills.  Accordingly,  large 
masses  of  exchange,  particularbills  on  Pari3,  which 
were  then  in  great  demand,  were  sent  to  N.  York 
to  be  sold  without  limit.  Indeed,  the  bills  were 
signed  in  blank,  and  so  sent  lo  New  York;  and  al- 
though a large  book  was  thus  forwarded,  it  was 
soon  exhausted,  and  application  was  made  to  the 
agent  of  the  Paris  house  in  New  York  for  a further 
supply,  who  drew  a considerable  amount  besides. 
The  proceeds  of  these  immense  sales  of  exchange 
created  very  heavy  balances  against  the  New  York 
banks,  which,  after  all,  signally  failed  in  producing 
the  contemplated  effect.  The  bills  not  being  pro- 
vided for,  nor  even  regularly  advised,  as  had  uni- 
formly been  the  custom  of  the  bank,  were  disho- 
nored; and  although  the  agent  in  London  did  every 
thing  w hich  skill  and  judgment  could  accomplish, 
the  credit  of  the  bank  was  gone,  and  from  that  day 
to  the  present  its  effects  upon  the  institution  have 
been  more  and  more  disastrous.  Other  causes  might 
be  adverted  to:  the  connexion  with  the  common- 
wealth—the  over  estimates  of  the  value  of  the  char- 
ter— and  various  matters,  all,  how'ever,  subordi- 
nate to  the  particular  unhappy  measure  that  I have 
thus  hastily  brought  to  your  notice,  which  Mr.  Jou- 
don  and  myself  equally  deplored  as  the  immediate 
cause  ol  the  disasters  which  have  afflicted  the  bank. 
Very  respectfully,  J.  CO WPERTH WAIT. 

N.  Biddle,  esq.  Philadelphia.  ' 

Here,  then,  is  revealed  the  real  and  secret  cause 
of  the  disasters  of  the  bank.  Now,  without  mean- 
ing to  say  a single  word  about  the  object  of  these 


propose  to  prove,  that,  when  I left  the  bank,  in  [ drafts,  and  without  intending  the  slightest  censure 
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of  any  one,  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  in  this  single 
circumstance  the  solution  of  many  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  bank.  The  bank,  as  I understand,  suddenly 
draws  an  immense  amount  of  bills  on  Messrs.  Hot- 
tinguer  tk.  Co.  without  having  a dollar  of  funds  in 
their  hands — without  having  any  authority  to  draw 
for  a dollar — without  a line  of  explanation  as  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  these  unexpected  drafts— and 
without  even  the  usual  commercial  notice  that  such 
bills  had  been  drawn.  Messrs.  Hottinguer  & Co. 
could  not,  as  prudent  men,  dootherwise  than  protest 
these  bills;  and  thus  the  bank,  in  the  very  fullness 
of  its  high  credit,  was  suddenly  disgraced  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe. 

The  talents  of  Mr.  Jaudon  repaired  to  a certain 
extent  this  disaster,  but  it  obliged  him,  in  order  to 
protect  the  drafts  drawn  on  himself  as  well  as 
Messrs.  Hottinguer  & Co.  to  make  loans  and  to 
pledge  stocks,  which  were  thus,  instead  of  being 
sold,  locked  up  to  await  the  depreciation  which  has 
since  overtaken  them.  And  now,  let  me  ask,  in 
all  fairness,  whether  this  secret  wound — this  ne- 
glect, or  inadvertance,  or  omission,  call  it  by  what- 
ever name  you  choose — to  apprize  Messrs.  Hottin- 
guer & Co.  of  these  drafts,  a thing  which  belonged 
to  the  interior  details  of  the  bank,  can  be  charged 
upon  my  administration,  which  had  ceased  long  be- 
fore that  time.  Yet  these  two  officers,  as  we  see 
in  the  above  letter,  regard  that  “as  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  disasters  which  have  afflicted  the 
bank.” 

Even  after  this  shock,  such  was  the  vitality  of 
the  bank,  that  I have  no  doubt  it  might  have  re- 
vived and  prospered  but  for  the  late  fatal  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments. 

ft  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  only  lawful  and  pro- 
per banking  is  the  payment  of  specie.  But  where, 
by  any  cause,  a suspension  once  takes  place,  the 
time  of  resumption  is  a question  of  expediency  de- 
pending on  many  circumstances — on  the  position  of 
the  bank  itself — the  position  of  its  neighbors — the 
position  of  other  banks  in  other  sections  of  the 
country,  just  as  health  is  the  natural  condition  of 
men;  but  if  by  accident  we  are  sick,  prudence 
must  decide  when  we  may  venture  out  without  the 
danger  of  relapsing.  The  Bank  of  England  con- 
tinued its  suspensions  for  twenty- five  years,  and,  if 
it  had  been  forced  into  a premature  resumption, 
would  have  certainly  fallen  a second  time.  Now 
neither  the  banks  nor  the  community  of  Philadel- 
phia, nor  the  banks  nor  the  communities  with  whom 
Philadelphia  principal!)*  deals,  were  ready  for  re- 
sumption, and  in  my  judgment  the  project  and  the 
execution  of  it  were  equally  unfortunate. 

I was  in  town  during  that  period,  though  merely 
as  a private  spectator,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
true  position  and  the  only  safe  policy  of  the  bank 
was  this.  The  new  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  find  itself,  on  the 
4th  of  March,  with  very  small  funds,  and  its  policy 
will  be,  if  possible,  not  to  encounter  at  once  the  de- 
batable question  of  a national  bank,  whatever  may 
be  its  disposition  hereafter.  If,  then,  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  is  in  a position  to  do  the  public 
business  temporarily,  it  will,  from  its  extensive 
connexions  throughout  the  union,  be  more  useful 
than  any  other  existing  institution,  and  thus  may 
gradually  become  one  of  the  fiscal  agents.  To  ac- 
complish this,  it  must  be  in  a situation  of  strength 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  and  should  reseive  its 
powers  for  that  period.  Hitherto  the  banks  believ- 
ed that  they  had  been  contending  against  an  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs  hostile  to  the  interests 
with  which  banks  are  most  connected.  A great 
political  change  has  taken  place,  but  the  effects  of 
it  on  the  public  interests  cannot  be  seen  till  the 
new  men  come  into  power.  Wait,  then,  for  that 
moment,  see  what  the  new  administration  intends 
to  do  for  the  country,  what  relief  it  means  to  afford, 
and  then,  concurring  with  its  measures,  you  may 
resume  permanently.  Until  then  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  not  obliged  to  resume.  The 
legislature  had  declared  of  all  the  banks,  that  if 
they  did  not  resume  on  a given  day,  their  charters 
were  liable  to  forfeiture,  but  that  did  not  affect  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  When  the  charter  of  that 
institution  was  passing  through  the  legislature,  the 
provision,  common  to  all  the  other  banks  authoris- 
ing the  legislature  to  alter  or  repeal  it  at  pleasure, 
was  inserted.  But  I then  declared  that  1 would  not 
receive  it  on  such  terms,  and  unless  that  provision 
was  stricken  out,  the  bill  need  go  no  further.  Ac- 
cordingly it  was  stricken  out,  and  when  this  very 
question,  whether  the  legislature  had  a right  to  de- 
clare a forfeiture  for  the  non-payment  of  specie, 
was  recently  brought  before  the  courts,  the  judges 
unanimously  derided  against  the  power  of  the  le- 
gislature on  the  very  ground  of  this  rejection  of  the 
clause. 

The  legislature,  it  is  true,  had  fixed  the  15th  of 
January  as  a day  of  resumption.  But  that  day  had  j 


been  so  fixed  because  they  were  in  session,  and  had 
wants  which  the  banks  alone  could  relieve — so  that 
the  legislature  was  much  more  in  the  power  of  the 
banks  than  the  banks  were  in  the  power  of  the  le- 
gislature. How  easy  was  it  for  the  banks  to  say  to 
the  governor,  you  want  to  borrow  $800, 000;  the 
state  breaks  on  the  1st  of  February  unless  you  can 
borrow  it;  you  can  borrow  it  only  from  us;  and  it  we 
lend  to  you  and  resume  specie  payments,  we  ine- 
vitably break  ourselves.  Let  us  agree  that  neither 
shall  break.  Authorise  a suspension  beyond  the 
15th  of  January,  and  we  will  protect  you  on  the  1st 
ot  February.  This  would  have  been  wise  and  easy. 
But,  instead  of  this  course,  the  banks  resumed, 
then  lent  the  $800,000,  and  then  broke  down  im- 
mediately. 

Believing  the  resumption  unnecessary,  as  well  as 
inexpedient,  I think  that  all  the  borrowings  of  the 
bank,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  purpose  of 
resumption,  were  very  unfortunate.  They  compli- 
cated the  affairs  of  the  bank,  they  embarrassed  the 
other  banks,  and  were  at  last  wholly  ineffectual. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  made  them  ineffectual 
was  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1841,  giving  a particular  list  of  its  assets 
without  the  means  of  estimating  them,  and  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  doubt  and  suspicion  ofits  solvency. 
In  fact,  just  on  the  eve  of  attempting  to  resume  spe- 
cie payments,  a statement  of  the  bank  was  put  forth 
which  made  every  body  believe  that  the  bank  could 
not  resume  permanently,  and  induced  the  creditors 
to  come  immediately  for  their  money  before  it  was 
too  late. 

These  counsels  I could  offer  only  as  a private 
citizen.  Had  I occupied  the  position  I once  did,  I 
most  certainly  would  not  have  permitted  that  re- 
sumption; and,  though  it  may  seem  rash  to  say  so, 
I have  not  the  least  doubt  that  but  for  that  act  of 
insanity  the  city  would  have  been  spared  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  last  two  months,  the  bank  would  at 
this  day  have  been  strong  and  safe,  that  it  would 
have  obtained  a large  portion  of  such  government 
business  as  was  done  by  banks,  and  that  its  stock- 
holders, instead  of  deploring,  as  they  now  do,  its 
prostration,  would  have  found  its  condition  prosper- 
ous and  its  stock  worth  five  times  as  much  as  it 
now  is. 

I began  by  saying  that  I would  prove  that  the 
bank  when  I left  it  was  strong  and  prosperous,  and 
that  its  present  prostration  cannot  in  the  remotest 
way  be  ascribed  to  me.  Do  you  not  think  I have 
proved  it?  With  great  esteem,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 

[CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  111.] 

In  senate,  Thursday,  January  21,  1841. 

The  pre-emption  bill  being  still  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Crittenden  rose  to  renew  in  the  senate 
the  motion  he  had  made  in  committee  of  the  whole 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  the  following  instructions: 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port amendments  thereto  to  the  following  effect: 

1st.  To  distribute  the  pooceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  states  of  the  union 
in  just  and  equitable  proportions. 

2.  To  grant  to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the 
public  lands  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  quanti- 
ty thereof  not  exceeding  one-half  section,  or  320 
acres,  including  place  of  settlement,  at  the  minimum 
price  of  $1  25  per  acre,  with  such  provisions  as 
shall  limit  this  right  of  settlement  and  pre-emption 
to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  whose  estate  at  the  time 
of  settlement  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  $1,000: 
and  further,  with  such  provisions  as  shall  effectual- 
ly exclude  the  wealthier  speculators  from  all  benefit 
under  this  law,  and  shall  prevent  them  from  inter- 
fering with,  or  participating  in,  the  privileges  and 
right  of  settlement  and  pre-emption  which  are  here- 
by granted  and  intended  for  the  sole  advantage  of 
the  needy  and  honest  settlers  and  cultivators  of  the 
soil. 

My  object,  (said  Mr.  C.)  in  making  this  motion 
was  merely  to  obtain  a lair  and  full  expression  of 
the  sense  of  the  senate  on  an  interesting  and  im- 
portant measure.  I had  little  hope  that  any  thing 
that  I might  say  would  cause  a majority  of  this  body 
to  adopt  that  measure.  I had  no  such  ambitious 
thought  or  purpose.  Indeed,  we  cannot,  at  present, 
have  even  a full  expression  of  what  the  sentiment  of 
the  senate  is  in  relation  to  it.  The  vote  in  committee 
was  20  for  and  22  against  my  proposition.  Several 
senators  were  then  absent  who  are  known  to  be  in 
the  city.  We  know  also  that  a vacancy  in  the  re- 
presentation of  Virginia  and  another  in  that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts have  within  a few  days  been  filled,  al- 
though the  senators  elect  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
arrive.  This  is  Thursday;  by  Monday  next  we 
may  anticipate  a full  vote.  Without  any  other  pur- 


pose than  to  obtain  such  an  expression,  I shall  sub- 
mit a motion  that  the  subject  be  postponed  till  Mon- 
day. I think  that  when  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject is  considered,  such  a motion  will  be  admitted  to 
be  reasonable.  A few  days  cannot  affect  the  destiny 
of  the  bill  in  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature;  and 
if  gentlemen  will  but  consent  to  wait  till  Monday, 
when  that  day  arrives  they  shall  have  my  aid  in  ob- 
taining the  speediest  practicable  action  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  now  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Clay,  (of  Ala.)  said  he  should  be  reluctant 
to  refuse  the  request  of  the  honorable  senator,  if 
there  was  the  least  probability  that  the  postponement 
would  change  the  result  of  the  vote  upon  the  bill. 
The  senator  had  reminded  gentlemen  that  two  new 
members  of  the  body  would  shortly  take  their  seats; 
but  what  change  would  this  occasion  in  the  vote 
upon  the  bill?  The  senator  elect  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Bates),  might  be  in  favor  of  the  distri- 
bution, but  the  senator  expected  from  Virginia  had 
again  and  again  voted  against  that  measure  on  con- 
stitutional grounds.  Unless,  therefore,  the  senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  expected  to 
be  instrumental  in  producing  some  change  of  opi- 
nion in  the  senate,  the  postponement  would  produce 
no  effect  on  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill.  The  vote 
ordering  it  (o  its  engrossment  clearly  indicated  a 
purpose  in  the  senate  that  the  bill  should  pass,  and 
the  conclusive  objection  against  postponement  was 
that  it  might  go  too  late  to  the  other  house  to  re- 
ceive legislative  action  there  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress.  The  bill  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  interest  of  the  west  and  to  the  gene- 
ral good,  and,  so  far  as  Mr.  C.  was  concerned,  he 
could  not  yield  his  consent  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  it  was  not  his  object  to 
occupy  time  in  pressing  the  motion  he  had  made. 
The  votes  hitherto  taken  on  the  bill  were  but  42, 
while  there  were  52  members  of  the  senate.  Two 
senators  were  absent.  He  therefoie  did  not  see  how 
the  vote  given  in  committee  was  to  be  considered  as 
so  very  decisive.  The  senator  from  Alabama  had 
suggested  that  the  senator  elect  from  Virginia  stood 
already  committed  on  the  subject  of  distribution; 
but  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  the  question  in  its 
present  form,  viz:  as  connecting  distribution  with 
pre-emption,  had  never  yet  been  presented  to  that 
senator.  He  considered  the  scruples  of  the  senator 
as  very  strange,  for  any  gentleman  who  could  vote 
to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue  in  the  treasury 
might  vote  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lauds  without  any  great  struggle  of  conscience. — 
Possibly  the  senator’s  mind  might  have  got  over  the 
difficulty.  Mr.  C.  had  no  knowledge  as  to  what  his 
sentiments  at  present  were,  but  this  he  knew,  that 
the  gentleman  in  question  was  abundantly  capable 
of  judging  on  this  and  other  questions  for  himself. 
Should  both  the  elected  senators  vote  for  Mr.  C’s 
proposition,  their  votes  alone  would  produce  a tie. 

But,  (said  Mr.  C.)  there  is  another  objection  urged 
against  postponement  by  the  senator  from  Alabama, 
which  may  well  render  us  cautious  how  we  press 
this  measure  too  hastily  through  the  senate.  The 
object  in  pushing  the  bill  is,  that  it  may  be  in  time 
to  receive  a discussion  in  the  other  branch  of  con- 
gress. Thus,  in  the  expiring  moments  of  a rejected 
administration,  a measure  of  this  importance  is  to 
be  agitated,  when  we  all  know7  that  the  people  have 
recently  made  great  changes  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature — changes  abundantly  sufficient  to  alter 
the  majority  on  the  subject  of  this  bill;  yet  a majori- 
ty here,  condemned,  as  they  have  been,  by  the  votes 
of  the  people,  soon  to  become  a minority,  insist  upon 
action,  and  are  bent  in  rushing  the  bill  through  the 
senate  even  before  those  entitled  to  vote  on  it  can 
get  to  their  seats. 

The  measure  is  said  to  be  one  of  great  importance 
to  the  w’est;  be  it  so;  yet  those  gentlemen  who  are 
to  come  into  congress  will  be  as  capable  of  judging 
on  that  importance  as  we,  besides  possessing  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  bringing  with  them  the  last  de- 
cision of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  are 
the  sole  and  rightful  proprietors  of  the  public  do- 
main. 

Mr.  Benton.  This  is  certainly  a very  strange 
proposition.  In  a measure  of  a character  so  entirely 
its  own  as  the  subject  of  pre-emption,  its  friend's 
have  refused  to  join  it  with  its  twin  measure,  viz: 
the  graduation  bill,  allowing  each  to  stand  upon  its 
own  merits.  In  this  state  of  things,  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  endeavor  to  load  down  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  with  a subject  entirely  foreign  to  it.  The 
bill  has  been  delayed  nearly  an  entire  month  by 
propositions  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
and  to  cede  the  land  itself.  A new  debate  on  a 
subject  entirely  different  has  overshadowed  and 
overlaid  the  bill.  I hold  it  lo  be  not  only  unfair, 
but  unparliamentary,  to  bring  in  matter  not  ger- 
maiu  to  the  bill,  and  by  debaiing  this  to  overlay  the 
the  original  measure.’  1 hold  this  to  be  unpariia- 
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mentary.  The  graduation  bill  is  entitled  to  consi- 
deration on  its  own  merits;  and  if  it  is  injurious  and 
unparliamentary  to  load  down  the  bill  wilh  matter 
entirely  foreign  to  it,  it  is  stiil  more  so  to  delay  the 
bill  yet  further  by  propositions  of  postponement. — 
Suppose  I should  be  taken  sick  between  this  and 
Monday,  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Aiab.  should 
be  called  off  suddenly  to  visit  his  family,  what  is  to 
become  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  house?  The  gen- 
tleman wants  us  to  wait  for  senators  elect.  Must 
we  wait  for  Mr.  Cuthbert,  too?  No:  1 hold  the 
proposition  to  be  unparliamentary,  and  at  war  with 
the  manner  in  which  its  friends  got  up  the  bill. — 
What  is  the  history  of  this  matter  of  pre-emption? 
The  first  bill  on  the  subject  was  introduced  fourteen 
years  ago.  It  contained  three  principles,  all  dis- 
tinctly avowed  in  its  title,  viz:  graduation,  pre- 
emption and  cession.  I,  myself,  reported  the  bill, 
and  it  contained  these  three  propositions,  to  gra- 
duate the  land,  to  giant  pre-emption  rights,  and  to 
cede  the  remainder.  What  was  the  result  of  a con- 
sultation among  the  friends  of  the  bill?  First,  we 
were  obliged  to  separate  cession  from  the  two  re- 
maining principles.  The  moment  that  subject  was 
introduced,  although  the  cession  was  restricted  to 
the  remainder  of  the  land  left  on  hand  after  gradua- 
tion, it  brought  in  a new  question  which  oversha- 
dowed every  thing,  and  retarded  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  We  then  went  in  for  pre-emption  and  gradua- 
tion united,  but  still  we  found  that  each  of  these 
measures  embarrassed  tile  other.  We,  therefore, 
concluded  on  a new  separation,  presenting  pre- 
emption and  graduation  in  distinct  bills.  And  what 
was  the  result?  Congress  passed  three  or  four  pre- 
emption laws,  not  one  of  which  ever  would  have 
been  passed  if  the  two  objpcts  had  been  kept  united. 
On  this  plan  we  are  now  proceeding.  We  have 
brought  in  at  this  congress  two  separate  bills,  one 
for  graduation,  the  other  for  pre-emption.  1 ain  op- 
posed to  putting  on  either  of  them  the  substance  of 
a hill  totally  different.  Not  only  has  such  a course 
delayed  us  for  a month,  though  we  had  a vote  of 
two  to  one  in  favor  of  the  bill,  but  now  we  are  to 
postpone  all  action  upon  it  that  we  may  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  other  senators  who  are  to  vote  against 
it. 

What  does  all  this  matter  turn  on?  I understand 
it.  Gentlemen  cannot  go  on  with  their  distribution 
bill  unless  they  unite  it  with  their  pre-emption  law. 
Is  it  not  absurd,  totally  and  thoroughly  absurd?  A 
measure  of  distribution  cannot  get  along  unless  we 
will  consent  to  detain  the  pre  emption  bill.  Gen- 
tlemen must  pardon  me;  but  when  I see  such  gross 
and  palpable  absurdities  as  these,  those  who  advo- 
cate the  bill  must  speak  out.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  say  that  he  cannot  originate  his  bill 
unless  we  bring  in  a pre-emption  bill?  If  he  says 
so,  then,  to  save  the  states  from  so  great  a calamity 
as  his  bill  will  inflict,  we  may  withhold  the  pie- 
emption  bill  altogether,  and  then  he  cannot  get  on 
at  all. 

We  have  heard  speeches  after  speeches  against 
graduation  and  pre-emption,  presenting  both  in  the 
most  odious  light.  We  have  seen  them  opposed  for 
years.  Stern  epithets  have  been  applied,  and  all 
sorts  of  arguments  employed  to  degrade  this  class  of 
measures  to  the  lowest  point  of  infamy.  I will  now 
read  what  I find  in  another  bill  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands,  and  then  let  us  see,  if  it  depends  on 
the  fact  that  a bill  is  brought  in  by  one  or  by  another 
senator,  whether  the  very  same  measure  shall  be 
adopted  or  stampted  wilh  opposition.  [Mr.  Ben- 
ton here  read  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Clay’s  land 
bill,  providing  for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.]  Here  is  graduation  and  here  is  pre- 
emption. Graduation  down  to  50  cents  an  acre, 
and  pre-emption  to  120  acres.  Here  it  is  in  one 
bill,  there  it  is  in  another.  In  one  bill  it  is  per- 
fectly abominable,  and  the  country  is  called  upon 
to  reject  it  with  abhorrence;  in  this  bill  it  is  a sub- 
ject worthy  of  legislation.  Where  is  the  difference? 
Does  it  lie  in  the  paper  or  in  the  time  in  which  the 
bill  is  introduced?  Where  is  the  difference?  That 
one  should  be  denounced  as  the  total  subversion  and 
destruction  of  our  beautiful  land  system,  and  calcu- 
lated to  debauch,  demoralize  and  depopulate  the 
states,  while  the  other  is  a wholesome  subject  of 
legislation?  I ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  to  postpone;  and  I say  to  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  let  him  bring  in  his  distribution  scheme 
as  an  independent  proposition,  and  not  employ  it  to 
overlay  and  overwhelm  a measure  with  which  it  has 
nothing  to  do. 

And  here  1 have  a word  to  say  to  the  senator  from 
Michigan,  (Mr  Porter).  In  voting  between  the 
two  propositions  to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the 
senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  by 
voting  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  I had  no  idea  to  over- 
lay the  pre-emption  bill  either.  I was  only  willing 
to  knock  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 


tucky on  the  head  with  that  hammer,  and  then  I 
should  have  laid  it  aside.  I renew  the  assertion, 
that  the  first  pre-emption  bill  ever  introduced  was 
introduced  by  me,  and  contained  the  three  prill 
ciples  of  graduation,  pre-emption  and  cession. 

I ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  I hope  to  bring  this 
discussion  to  a conclusion  this  night.  No  pre-emp- 
tion bill  has  ever  gone  through  but  by  candle- 
light, and  I now  notify  the  messengers  of  the  house 
that  they  may  prepare  their  lights  for  a night  ses- 
sion. Before  we  pass  this  bill  we  shall  have  candel- 
liglit  again. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  now  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Yeas  19,  nays  28.  So  the  bill  was  not  postponed. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions — 

Mr.  Crittenden  addressed  tire  senate  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment. 

I purpose,  he  said,  to  occupy  but  little  of  the  time 
of  the  senate.  Although  he  had  been  charged  with 
being  the  cause  of  delaying  this  bill,  he  thought  he 
was  not  justly  responsible  for  the  consumption  of 
much  of  the  time  it  had  thus  far  occupied.  It  was 
my  original  intention  (said  he)  to  have  contented 
myself  with  a silent  vote.  My  sole  intention  in  of- 
fering the  amendment  was  to  present  distinctly  be- 
fore the  country  the  proposition  I am  ready  to  vote 
for — that  the  position  of  parties  in  this  body  may  be 
clearly  known  and  understood.  There  is  but  little 
chance  that  the  public  will  ever  know  the  truth  upon 
the  subject,  for  the  newspapers  abound  with  all  sorts  1 
of  falsehoods  in  relation  to  politics.  Gentlemen 
here,  who  move  in  any  direction  different  from  that 
of  certain  party  leaders,  are  at  once  charged  with 
enmity  against  a whole  class  of  the  community. 
The  senator  from  Alabama,  for  instance,  can  scarce 
conceive  the  possibility  that  any  opposition  should 
be  made  either  to  graduation,  pre-emption,  or  ces- 
sion, that  has  not  its  origin  in  feelings  of  hostility, 
and  of  direct  warfare  against  his  section  of  the  coun- 
try; and  whoever  ventures  to  utter  a word  against 
either  of  those  measures  is  condemned  almost  to 
outlawry  in  the  states  which  advocate  it;  and  yet 
I am  sure  if  the  senator  would  but  consult  his  own 
feelings  he  would  find  it  possible  to  bplieve  that  a 
man  may  oppose  his  particular  views  of  landed  po- 
licy, and  yet  be  not  only  free  from  enmity  to  Ala- 
bama, but  have  a paternal  regard  for  all  the  new 
slates.  I wish  it,  therefore,  to  be  known  that,  if  the 
two  measures  are  united,  il  the  equivalents  are  made 
to  go  together,  if  pre-emption  for  the  benefit  of  the 
new  states  is  coupled  with  the  equivalent  proposi- 
tion of  distribution  for  the  benefit  of  the  union,  I 
and  those  who  think  wilh  me  are  willing  to  go  for 
it.  And  in  this  union  of  the  two  measures  what  is 
there  so  palpably  absurd  and  so  incongruous?  The 
first  relates  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  land;  the 
other  provides  for  the  disposition  of  the  money  when 
it  is  received.  Can  any  two  things  be  more  natu- 
rally connected?  Can  any  two  subjects  of  legisla- 
tion be  more  analogous  to  each  other?  We  do  not 
wish  to  have  partial  decisions  producing  unjust  re- 
sults. We  wish  to  put  the  two  measures  toge- 
ther. Is  it  not  a fair  compromise?  The  new  states 
seek  certain  advantages  from  the  public  lands.  I 
am  willing  to  grant  these  if  they  will  consent  to 
an  equitable  distribution  of  the  proceeds  among  all 
the  states. 

This  proposition  to  distribute  is  vehemently  de- 
nounced. I have  been  told,  in  lather  taunting  terms, 
that  it  is  no  measure  of  mine — that  it  is  a sort  of 
trap,  which  I in  a very  tasteless  manner,  am  willing 
here  to  adopt.  Why,  sir,  all  the  world  certainly  all 
the  American  world,  knows  who  is  the  authority  of 
this  great  measure.  It  would  be  vain  for  me  to 
claim  its  paternity;  but  though  I have  not  the  ho- 
nor of  being  its  author,  my  judgment  approves  the 
plan,  and  I am  for  it.  The  measure  has  obtained 
an  adoption  much  more  honorable  than  mine.  Have 
no  states  adopted  it?  Have  no  state  legislatures  as- 
serted their  rights  in  relation  to  it?  I believe  it 
will  be  found  that  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by 
the  legislatures  of  a majority  of  all  the  states  of  the 
union  demanding  such  a distribution  as  is  proposed. 

I have  not  examined  the  number,  but  speak  from 
general  recollection.  We  have  heard  the  voice  of 
all  the  New  England  states  but  New  Hampshire. 
New  York  has  spoken,  and  New  Jersey  has  spoken. 
The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  is  at  this  moment 
acting  on  the  proposition,  and  it  has  been  approved 
in  her  senate  by  a vote  of  21  to  9.  Her  governor, 
also,  if  I am  not  mistaken,  recommended  it  in  his 
message.  [Mr.  Buchanan.  No  ] Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  Keystone  state  is  out  in  favor  of  distribu- 
tion. In  the  great  state  of  Ohio,  at  the  recent  po- 
pular election,  this  subject  was  discussed,  and  the 
governor  who  was  thereupon  elected  and  installed 
has  made  it  his  very  first  act  to  recommend  to  the 
legislature  a distribution  of  the  public  lands.  In- 
diana, speaking  through  all  the  departments  of  her 


government,  has  demanded  it.  Kentucky  has  ex- 
pressed her  approbation  of  it  almost  without  a dis- 
sentient voice.  The  vote  in  her  legislature  was  not 
a party  vote.  Party  had  not  power  enough  to  < - 
pose  it.  It  was,  emphatically,  the  volt  o!  the  stale. 
And  uhalare  the  sentiments  oi  Louisiana?  You 
hear  them  1'ioni  her  governor,  in  his  late  message, 
and  they  are  to  the  same  effect.  Whether  there  has 
yet  been  a legislative  resolution  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, I do  not  known  North  Carolina  has  demand- 
ed it.  Maryland  demands  it.  Delaware  unites  in 
the  demand.  There  seems  to  be  almost  one  unani- 
mous voice  throughout  the  whole  country  in  favor 
ot  the  measure,  and  yet  it  is  denounced  as  an  ‘-enor- 
mity,” as  a proposition  not  only  “absuru,”  but 
“monstrous.”  This  is  gentlemen’s  respect  lor  the 
voice  of  the  democracy.  This  is  the  way  in  which 
they  are  always  ready  to  bow  to  the  people.  A 
measure  approved  and  ratified  by  public  sentiment, 
by  the  resolutions  of  state  legislatures,  by  the  re- 
commendation of  state  governors,  by  the  general 
voice  of  tlie  American  people,  is  stamped  by  them 
as  an  enormity,  as  palpably  unconstitutional  and  ut- 
terly ruinous.  It  i3  a sapping  of  the  vitals  of  the 
general  government.  The  states  who  desire  it  are 
vampires,  and,  having  once  “licked”  and  “lapped” 
this  federal  “blood,”  will  be  content  with  nothing 
else  lor  their  daily  food.  This  is  the  opinion  of  gen- 
tlemen. It  is  not  mine,  and,  with  such  high  sanc- 
tion to  back  me,  I shall  listen  to  what  I consider  the 
voice  of  duty,  and  shall  seek  to  accomplish  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  by  all  fair  and  honorable  par- 
liamentary means.  I am  unwilling  to  vote  tor  pre- 
emption while  gentlemen  refuse  us  distribution. 
With  the  one  I am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  other. 
All  I ask  is,  that  they  shall  go  hand  in  hand,  and 
that  common  justice  shall  be  done  to  all  the  states. 
But  it  is  the  policy  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to 
go  on  from  pie-emption  to  graduation,  and  from  gra- 
duation to  cession,  till  they  consume  and  monopo- 
lize the  public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  a few  fa- 
vored states,  to  the  detriment  and  disparagement  of 
all  the  rest.  This  is  not  perfectly  fair.  If  gentle- 
men reduce  the  price  of  the  land,  or  give  pre-emp- 
tion rights  at  the  minimum  price  now  established, 
let  them  do  it;  but  let  us  have  an  equitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds.  This  is  all  we  demand.  I 
have  the  most  entire  regard  and  sympathy  for  the 
class  of  pre-emplioners,  and  I am  willing  to  prove 
it  by  granting  a pre-emption  to  every  one  of  them 
for  320  acres  ol  land.  This  amendment  of  mine 
is  really  the  poor  man’s  law.  It  is  as  good  and 
better  than  the  original  bill.  It  gives  twice  the 
quantity  of  land,  and  it  guards  his  right  by  such  a 
qualification  as  will  effectually  exclude  those  weal- 
thy speculators  who  are  his  competitors.  It  clothes 
him  with  a complete  exclusive  right  to  the  land,  and 
it  frees  him  from  all  fear  of  competition.  It  only 
asks  that  the  money,  when  it  has  been  paid,  shall  be 
distributed  among  the  states  instead  of  being  retain- 
ed in  the  treasury.  Is  there  any  incompatibility, 
any  incongruity  between  these  two  things?  I can 
see  none,  and  I go  for  both  united,  thus  forming 
one  consistent  system  both  for  the  disposition  of  the 
lands  and  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds. 

I have  no  inclination  to  protract  or  widen  this  de- 
bate, but  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  money  is  now 
wanted  for  general  purposes.  It  is  demanded  by 
the  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury.  If  that  is  the 
case,  let  them  postpone  the  effect  of  the  bill  for  one 
year.  My  proposition  isopen  to  amendment;  it  does 
not  proless  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  subject,  it  onlv 
sketches  out  the  great  outline.  If  on  tiie  whole  it 
shall  be  thought  best  to  postpone  the  effect  of  the 
bill  till  the  tariff  question  shall  have  been  adjusted, 
1 will  not  object,  although  the  legislature  of  my  state' 
has  instructed  me  to  press  the  measure  now.  These 
modifications  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill  under  the  general  instructions 
given,  provided  the  committee  shall  abide  by  the  ge- 
neral principles  there  laid  down. 

But  it  is  said  not  only  that  the  money  is  wanted 
by  the  government  now,  but  that  there  will  be  no  time 
when  il  is  not  wanted;  and,  further,  that  the  consti- 
tion  does  not  admit  of  it  being  distributed.  I hold 
that  the  constitution  does  admit  of  it,  and  that  this 
mode  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  do- 
main makes  the  nearest  approach  now  possible  to 
the  mode  prescribed  in  the  deeds  of  cession  under 
which  we  received  the  lands.  Regarded  in  its  re- 
ference to  the  statistics  of  the  union,  it  comes  as 
near  to  the  requirements  of  those  deeds  as  possible; 
and  as  to  the  constitutional  difficulty,  there  exists 
none  which  is  at  all  comparable  to  the  objection 
which  was  urged  against  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus in  the  treasury.  Here  it  is  a question  of  com- 
pact. The  mode  in  which  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
are  to  be  applied  is  expressed'in  terms  in  the  acts  of 
cession.  It  is  to  go  to  the  benefit  of  the  states  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  contribution  to  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure;  that  is,  as  that  con- 
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Banks.  An  important  decision.  In  a case  recently 
'before  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  Dauphin  county, 
judge  Parsons  decided  “the  true  rule  of  policy  and lot 
i,.  ix : That  when  bank  notes  are  current  at  the 
place  in  which  they  are  paid,  and  they  are  received 
without  objection,  and  paid  in  good  faith,  without  any 
knowledge  that  the  bank  had  failed;  or  where,  from 
the  facts,  it  could  not  be  inferred  that  it  had,  although 
at  the  time,  the  notes  in  the  place  where  the  bank  is 
located  are  not  current  but  utterly  worthless,  still,  in 
law  it  is  a valid  payment  of  a pre-existing  debt,  and 
when  so  received,  and  the  debt  or  judgment  satisfied, 
it  is  a payment,  and  the  original  debt  is  relinquished.” 
The  case  has  been  removed  to  the  supreme  court  for 
revision. 


Bankruptcies.  By  a return  of  the  failures  which 
occurred  in  Paris  during  the  year  1840,  it  appears  they 
were  826  in  number,  and  amounted  to  49,595.000f.  say 
$10,000,000.  The  assets  are  set  down  at  32,806, OOOf. 
but  i he  amount  is  merely  ideal. 

The  total  number  of  bankruptcies  in  England  and 
Wales,  gazetted  the  last  year,  was  1,425,  [and  amount- 
ed to  $100,000,000]  being  an  excess  of  342  over  the 
year  1839. 

Boston — wealth — taxation — the  number  of  persons  in 
that  city  who  pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $500  and  up- 


wards  is  as  follows: 

135  persons  paid 

$500  and  upwards. 

41 

1,000 

22  “ 

1,500  “ 

10  “ 

2,000  “ 

6 

2,500  “ 

2 “ 

5,000  “ 

1 

7,000  “ 

The  taxes  of  John  Parker,  esq.  are  $7,011;  those  of 
Peter  C.  Brooks,  esq.  are  $5,026. 


British  outrage.  Capt.  Wyse,  of  the  Leonidas,  ar- 
rived in  Baltimore  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  states  that  on 
the  1 6tli  of  March,  in  lat.  9 30  S.  long.  35  47  W.  he 
was  fired  into  and  brought  to  by  the^British  sloop-of- 
war  Rose;  the  boat  sent  on  board,  the  papers  demand- 
ed and  examined  under  the  plea  of  supposition  that 
she  was  a slaver.  After  detaining  him  for  some  time, 
she  was  allowed  to  proceed. 


British  cloths.  The  following  abstracts  from  the 
official  report  to  parliament  of  the  export  of  woollen 
fabrics,  mixed  with  cotton,  linen,  fyc.  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  U.  States,  shew  a remarkable  increase,  which 
perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can  explain. 

In  1838,  136,939  yards.  Official  value  £12,408 

1839,  631,265  “ “ 38,377 

1840,  1,108,519  “ “ 88,853 

Business  convention.  We  notice  that  in  several  of 

the  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  meetings  are  being  held 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  delegates  to  the  convention 
of  business  men,  to  convene  at  Harrisburg  on  the  25th 
of  May  next,  to  promote  the  agricultural,  manufactur- 
ing, mechanical  and  mining  interests. 

CONNECTICUT  ELECTION. 

For  governor. 

1841.  1S40. 


Ellsworth. 

Nicoll. 

Ellsworth 

Niles. 

Whig. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 

V.  B. 

Hartford  county 

5,194 

3,858 

6,045 

4,687 

New  Haven 

4,387 

3 203 

4,951 

4,160 

New  London 

3,173 

2,541 

3 569 

3,068 

Fairfield 

3,449 

2,642 

4,789 

4,000 

Windham 

2,342 

1,806 

2,686 

2,387 

Litchfield 

3,919 

3,136 

4,293 

3,843 

Middlesex 

1,878 

1,902 

2,258 

2,277 

Tolland 

1,736 

1,370 

1,959 

1,561 

26,078  20,458  30,555  25,983 

20,458 


Whig  maj  5,620 

Do.  in  April  last  4 572 

Six  members  of  congress. 

1841.  1839. 


Joseph  Trumbull 

1,275 

1,116 

I Mr.  Trumbull 

1,081 

Wm.  W.  Boardman 

“ Storrs* 

134 

Thos.  W.  Williams 

620 

| “ Williams 

90 

Thos.  B.  Osborne 

809 

| “ Osborne 

300 

Truman  Smith 

818  I 

“ Smith 

523 

John  H.  Brockway 

912  | 

“ Brockway 

526 

Whig  gain 

5,550 

2,654 

2,896 

Legislature. 

2,654 

Counties,  Whiff. 

V.  B. 

Vacancies. 

Hartford 

11 

12 

11 

New  Haven 

16 

7 

5 

New  London 

15 

10 

2 

Fairfield 

19 

6 

5 

Litchfield 

22 

6 

9 

Windham 

15 

2 

4 

Tolland 

12 

6 

2 

Middlesex 

6 

8 

3 

116  57  41 

Every  senator  except  one,  is  now  whig. 

*Resignedin  1840,  and  hon.Wm.  Boardman  elected 
in  his  place. 


Cotton — Liverpool.  The  sales  of  the  week,  ending 
the  27th  ult.  were  15,650  bales;  3,570  Upland  at  65  to 
71;  3,000  Mobile,  &c.  6|  to  7|;  5,500  New  Orleans,  6* 
t0 

The  sales  of  the  week,  ending  April  3d,  are  18,700 
bales,  of  which  1,700  of  American  are  placed  to  specu- 
lation account,  and  1,300  of  various  descriptions  for 
export.  There  was  also  forwarded  into  the  interior 
unsold  last  month  1,020  bales.  We  quote  the  prices  of 
all  descriptions  jd.  to  jd.  lower  this  week,  with  a flat 
and  heavy  market  at  the  decline. 


Deaths.  During  the  last  week,  in  New  York,  163, 
of  which  29  were  of  consumption,  and  53  under  2 
years  of  age. 

Dreadful  statistics.  From  the  1st  of  January 
last  to  the  1st  inst.  there  have  been  74  murders  and  63 
suicides.  Of  the  suicides,  19  came  to  sudden  death  by 
intemperance;  12  by  taking  laudanum,  and  other  poi- 
sons; 7 by  hanging  themselves;  7 by  cutting  their 
throats;  8 by  drowning,  and  5 by  shooting  themselves. 

Of  the  murders,  6 were  in  New  York,  6 in  Ohio,  4 
in  Georgia,  4 in  New  Orleans,  2 in  Virginia,  2 in  Ver- 
mont, 2 in  New  Jersey,  2 in  Kentncky,  1 in  Arkansas. 

Of  suicide,  32  were  in  New  York,  8 in  Pennsylva- 
nia, 7 in  Massachusetts,  6 in  New  Orleans,  2 in  Con- 
necticut, 1 in  Maine,  1 in  Kentucky,  1 in  South  Caro- 
lina, 1 in  Wiskonsan,  1 in  Rhode  Island,  3 in  Virginia. 

Elections.  The  general  election  took  place  in  Vir- 
ginia on  Thursday  last,  the  22d  inst.  Congressmen 
were  elected  in  Rhode  Island  on  the  20th  inst. 


Fisheries.  Shad  in  the  Potomac  are  abundant. 
Superior  quality  are  selling  at  Georgetown  at  $4  50  a 
hundred.  At  N.  York  they  bring  $35  a hundred. 

The  exploring  expedition.  Sailed  from  Oahu, 
Nov.  16,  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise,  capt.  Riggold,  comman- 
der; Dec.  2,  ship  Peacock,  Wm.  L.  Hudson,  comman- 
der; and  schooner  Flying  Fish,  S.  Knox;  3d,shipVin- 
cinnes,  C.  Wilkes,  commander, — all  on  a cruise. 

Flour.  Prices  remain  with  hardly  a variation  as 
last  quoted. 

New  Orleans,  April  14.  There  have  been  4,000  bar- 
rels of  flour  sold  at  $4  30,  cash.  The  stock  in  port  is 
now  fully  25,000  barrels,  of  which  11,000  are  in  transitu. 
For  Rio  de  Janeiro  there  are,  of  this  amount,  7,000, 
and  for  St.  Thomas  and  a market,  2,000. 


Fort  Washington.  We  learn  from  the  Alexandria 
Gazette,  that  under  the  appropriations  for  Fort  Wash- 
ington, passed  by  congress  at  its  last  session,  the  re- 
fitting of  that  fortification  has  commenced. 

Richard  Houghton,  the  talented  and  indefatigable 
editor  of  the  Boston  Atlas  is  no  more!  The  Mercan- 
tile Journal  says:  ‘‘Mr.  Haughton,  in  the  Atlas  of  this 
morning,  announced  his  intention  of  proceeding  to 
Europe,  in  the  Acadia;  and  at  about  12  o’clock,  while 
making  arrangements  for  his  departure,  and  apparent- 
ly in  the  possession  of  as  much  health  as  he  had  en- 
joyed for  some  months  past,  he  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  illness,  probaly  apoplexy,  and  immediately  expired. 

Mr.  Houghton  was  well  known  as  an  able  editor. 
In  industry  and  enterprise  he  has  seldom  been  equal- 
led— his  political  knowledge  was  very  extensive,  and 
under  his  direction,  the  Atlas  has  exercised  a great  in- 
fluence in  matters  connected  with  our  slate  and  na- 
tional governments  for  several  years.  Perhaps  no  pa- 
per in  the  union  has  furnished  more  important  aid  in 
bringing  about  the  late  great  political  revolution,  which 
resulted  in  the  election  of  William  Henry  Harrison. 

Mr.  Haughton  had  many  warmly  attached  personal 
as  well  as  political  friends,  for  he  possessed  many 
qualifies  honorable  to  human  nature — and  his  sudden 
and  premature  death,  he  being  only  about  forty-five 
years  old,  will  carry  sorrow  to  many  a manly  bosom. 

Ice.  An  English  paper  mentions  that  one  of  the 
American  ships  at  Calcutta,  recently  landed  400  tons 
ice,  which  sold  at  the  wholesale  rate  of  one  penny  per 
pound,  neating  a profit,  exclusive  of  port  duties,  of  up- 
wards of  £3,700  sterling. 


New  York.  City  election  returns.  Mayorality — 
April,  1841.  1840. 


Wards. 

Morris. 

Phoenix. 

Scat. 

Varian . 

Phoenix. 

1 

426 

950 

7 

530 

1,062 

2 

317 

675 

3 

402 

894 

3 

512 

1,281 

8 

583 

1,378 

4 

1,080 

1,024 

1,181 

1,038 

5 

1,053 

1,270 

9 

1,169 

1,350 

6 

1,076 

1,719 

1,191 

769 

7 

1,475 

1,561 

9 

1,853 

1,714 

8 

1,797 

1.751 

2,145 

1,903 

9 

1,735 

1.256 

6 

1,992 

1,425 

10 

1,487 

1,263 

11 

1,614 

1,326 

11 

1,417 

594 

1,548 

667 

12 

504 

376 

2 

706 

270 

13 

1,319 

1,003 

10 

1,502 

1,084 

14 

1,226 

948 

1,407 

1,058 

15 

609 

1,420 

6 

681 

1,530 

16 

1,283 

957 

2 

1,415 

938 

17 

1,287 

1,153 

1,322 

1,213 

Total,  18,543  18,103  73  21,241  19,624 

Morris’  majority,  437.  Varian’s  majority,  1,617. 
Whig  gain  from  last  year,  1,180. 

Albany.  . Tunis  Van  Vechten,  whig,  is  elected  mayor 
by  a majority  of  eight  votes.  Last  year  the  whig  mayor 
had  368  majority.  The  aggregate  vote  is  larger  than  it 
was  last  spring,  but  the  whig  vote  was  27  less. 

Six  out  of  the  ten  wards  have  elected  whN  council- 
men.  0 


Mr.  William  Ladd,  extensively  known  as  a man  of 
warm  hearted  benevolence,  who  for  a long  series  of 
years  has  devoted  his  time,  his  property,  his  talents  to 
the  dissemination  of  the  principles  of  peace,  died  in 
Portsmouth,  on  Friday  evening  last. 

North  bend.  The  account  of  the  fire  which  took 
place  was  exaggerated.  The  main  building  of  the 
mansion  and  nearly  all  the  furniture  was  saved — main- 
ly by  the  exertions  of  the  Irish  laborers  from  the  vicinity. 

National  institution.  We  understand  that  Dr. 
Ow'en  has  lately  forwarded  to  Washington  the  collec- 
tion of  specimens  of  rocks  and  minerals  which  he 
made  during  his  geological  survey  of  Iowa  and  Wis- 
konsan; also  a selection  made  by  him  of  European 
minerals  from  the  collection  of  the  late  William  Ma- 
clure,  esq.  Both  collections  are  destined  for  the  Na- 
tional institute,  lately  formed  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Dr.  Owen,  we  learn,  is  now  engaged  in  making  a 
collection  of  specimens  along  the  Ohio,  from  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  From  this  collection 
a complete  suite  of  geological  specimens,  illustrative  of 
the  formations  along  the  Ohio  river,  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  National  institution.  [Louisiana  Adv. 

Oil.  The  U.  S.  Gazette  says;  ‘‘It  will  astonish 
many  not  conversant  with  the  business,  to  learn  that 
the  oil  necessary  to  work  the  engines  on  the  Columbia 
rail  road,  seventy-one  miles  in  length,  cost  last  year 
sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars 
and  ninety  cents.  A good  large  whale  ship,  well 
manned,  and  in  the  best  luck,  would  scarcely  supply 
the  demands  of  the  rail  road. 

For  the  Rocky  mountains.  The  steamer  Trapper, 
belonging  to  the  American  fur  company,  left  St.  Louis 
on  the  7th  inst.  for  the  Yellow  Stone  river.  On  board 
were  a large  number  of  hunters,  all  of  whom  appeared 
in  the  highest  spirits,  and  the  deck  was  strewed  with 
their  paraphernalia.  She  will  be  absent  about  four 
months. 

Snowstorms.  In  the  vicinity  of  Hartford,  beginning 
25th  of  October,  1840,  to  the  first  of  March,  1841,  we 
have  had  17,  average  about  4|  inches  deep.  Aggregate 
on  level  about  six  feet  six  inches.  In  all  to  20tn  March 
17,  aggregate  8 feet. 

Steamer.  The  Acadia  left  Boston  for  Halifax  and 
Liverpool,  on  the  16th,  with  85  passengers,  7,500  letters 
and  7 large  bags  of  newspapers.  Capt.  Miller  was  so 
much  indisposed  as  to  be  unable  to  go  out  in  her,  and 
Mr.  Scott  has  command. 

Steam  frigates.  On  Monday  an  experimental  trip 
was  made  with  the  steam  frigates  which  have  been  built 
at  New  York  for  the  Spanish  government.  The  result 
of  the  trial  was  in  all  respects  gratifying.  There  are  2 
of  them,  named  the  Lion  and  Eagle — eachof  670  tons — 
breadth  of  beam  30  feet  8 inches,  do.  over  all  49  feet  six 
inches — length  on  deck  154  feet,  length  over  all  170  feet. 
Each  vessel  can  carry  fuel  for  20  days’  consumption, and 
of  course,  can  easily  make  voyages  across  the  Atlantic. 
They  have  round  sterns  and  are  pierced  for  twelve  car- 
ronades,  besides  being  arranged  to  carry,  each,  one  of 
the  Paixhan  guns  in  the  stern.  Their  figure  heads 
correspond  to  their  names.  [Sun. 


Capt.  Josiah  Sturgis,  of  the  revenue  cutter  Hamil- 
ton, stationed  in  Boston  harbor,  has  been  presented  by 
the  American  Life  Boat  company,  in  that  city,  with  a 
splendid  gig,  built  on  a new  model,  in  consideration  of 
his  having  saved  the  lives  of  eleven  lads  in  the  summer 
of  1840. 

Sugar.  By  a document  concerning  the  cultivation 
of  sugar,  transmitted  by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  to 
congress,  it  appears  there  are  525  sugar  estates  in  that 
state,  employing  40,000  hands  and  10,000  horses,  and 
thst  the  average  crop  is  equal  to  70,000  hog-sheads  of 
1,000  lbs.  or  70,000,000  lbs.  sugar  and  350,000  gallons 
molasses;  the  average  value  of  sugar  is  six  cents  per 
pound,  and  molasses  20  cents  per  gallon. 

Town  affair.  The  inhabitants  of  a town  in  Con- 
necticut, it  is  said,  have  voted  that,  whereas  the  selling 
of  rum  is  profitable  to  the  seller  and  unprofitable  to  the 
town,  the  town  will  take  the  business  into  their  own 
hands.  They  accordingly  appointed  a man  to  sell  spi- 
rits for  them,  voted  him  a salary,  ordered  the  select 
men  to  furnish  the  rum,  and  directed  the  agent  to  re- 
gister every  man  who  bought  the  rum,  and  the  quantity 
bought. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  April  3, 
1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  12th  October,  1S37, 
the  21st  of  May,  1838,  and  the  2d  of  March,  1839, 

$19,567,036  22 

Amount  redeemed  of  those  issues  19,376,358  93 


Leaving  outstanding  190,727  29 

Issued  under  the  act  of 
31st  March  1840,  7,114,251  31 

Redeemed  of  that  issue 
about  2,316,915  78 

4,797,335  63 

Outstanding  of  the  above  issues,  4,988,062  82 

Issued  tinder  the  act  of 

15th  February,  1841,  1,327,874  95 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  14,612  90 

1,313,262  05 


Aggregate  outstending  1st  instant  6,301,324  87 

T.  EWING,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Great  Western  arrived  at  New  York  about 
1 o’clock,  on  Saturday,  the  24th  inst.  having  made 
Ihe  passage  in  sixteen  days — a very  short  one  for 
this  season  of  the  year. 

Among  the  passengers  are  Mr.  Bates,  managing 
partner  of  the  lale  firm  of  Burring,  Brothers  &.  Co. 
with  his  lady  and  a party  of  friends;  also  professor 
Wayland,  Joseph  Hanni,  esq.  lady  and  daughter, 
Miss  Jatidon,  &c. 

The  news  brought  by  the  Great  Western  will  be 
read  with  deep  interest. 

ENGLAND. 

Non-arrival  of  the  President.  Up  to  the  closing 
of  the  mail  Irom  Liverpool  to  London,  on  the  7th 
inst.  the  steamer  President  had  not  arrived,  and  it 
w ill  be  seen  by  the  following  extracls  from  the  Lon- 
don Courier,  that  the  most  painful  anxiety  prevail- 
ed concerning  her  fate. 

A rumor  prevailed  here  yesterday,  and  was  pret- 
ty generally  credited,  that  the  President,  about 
which  such  painful  surmises  are  afloat,  had  been 
seen  making  for  the  Azores,  in  order  to  procure 
fuel.  The  statement  turns  out  to  be  incorrect,  but 
as  yesterday  was  Sunday,  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  trace  it  to  its  origin.  Two  vessels  arrived  here 
yesterday  from  St.  Michaels,  one  of  the  Azores— 
the  Lynx  and  the  Star  of  the  West.  They  sailed 
in  company  on  Thursday  week,  and  arrived  with 
the  same  tide.  The  crew  of  both  vessels  say  that 
from  the  time  of  the  sailing  until  reaching  the  chan- 
nel, they  saw  no  steamer  whatever.  This  is  con- 
clusive as  to  the  falsehood  of  the  report.  Thpre 
can  be  no  doubt  that  Ihe  President  experienced  the 
same  hurricane  which  the  Caledonia  sleamer  en- 
countered on  the  13th  and  14th  ult.  which  is  de- 
scribed by  some  old  captains  on  board  as  being  one 
of  the  most  severe  they  ever  witnessed  in  the  At- 
lantic. In  the  mean  time,  public  anxiety  is  stretch- 
ed to  its  utmost  tension  respecting  her  fate;  and  it 
also  forms  the  almost  exclusive  subject  of  conver- 
sation. 

7th,  P.  M. — The  accounts  received  from  Liver- 
pool th i3  morning  describe  the  excitement  existing 
ou  account  of  the  President  to  exceed  any  thing  of 
the  kind  ever  remembered  in  connection  with  ship- 
ping. As  yet  we  have  nothing  on  which  to  found 
any  satisfactory  opinion  respecting  the  cause  of  de- 
lay. 

The  Liverpool  Albion  says — nothing  whatever 
has  been  heard  of  the  President  steamer.  If  she 
has  run  to  the  southward,  and  made  for  the  West- 
ern isles,  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  her  coal, 
she  is  not  yet  due.  The  Liverpool  steam  ship  was, 
in  the  winter  of  1339,  compelled  to  run  to  the  same 
islands  to  replenish  her  coal,  having  been  27  days 
on  the  passage  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  via 
Fayal.  The  prevalent  opinion  is,  that  the  Presi- 
dent must  pave  run  to  the  Western  isles,  and  that 
bhi)  may  bt  expected  to  airive  in  a few  days. 

Yoi,.  X — bio.  9. 


[From  Ihe  Shipping  Gazette  of  April  7.] 

Half  past  three — 27  per  cent,  has  been  paid  out 
of  doors  on  the  President,  and  there  is  a doubt  whe- 
ther any  thing  less  than  30  per  cent,  would  be  ac- 
cepted in  the  subscription  room  at  Lloyd’s.  She 
was  first  insured  at  five  per  cent. 

House  of  commons — Case  of  McLeod.  Viscount 
Palmerston  said  that  the  next  motion  in  the  paper 
was  one  of  the  honorable  member  from  Kilkenny, 
relating  to  the  dilferences  at  present  existing  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed*State=,  and  to  the  arrest  of  McLeod.  He  put  it 
to  his  honorable  friend  whether,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, he  would  think  it  necessary  to  bring  this 
question  under  the  consideration  of  the  house.  For 
his  part,  he  did  not  see  the  expediency  of  bringing 
forward  this  question  at  the  present  moment. — 
(Hear.) 

He  trusted  that  there  existed,  on  the  part  both  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of 
this  country,  an  anxious  desire  to  bring  this  matter 
to  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  termination.  ( Hear, 
hear.)  These  matters  had  excited  a strong  feeling 
both  at  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  other,  and 
whilst  these  matters  were  the  subject  of  communi- 
cation between  the  two  governments,  any  thing 
like  a discussion  of  their  details  could  only  tend  to 
delay,  perhaps  to  defeat  the  object,  not  only  of  his 
honorable  friend,  but  that  of  the  English  govern- 
ment and  the  government  of  the  United  States. — 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  hoped,  therefore,  his  honorable 
friend  would  postpone  his  motion.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Hume  said,  no  person  was  more  anxious  to 
see  relations  of  friendship  manifested  between  this 
country  and  the  United  Slates.  He  was  opposed 
to  war  of  any  kind,  but  a war  with  the  U.  Slates 
would  be  a most  unnatural  war.  (Hear,  hear.)  — 
After-what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  he 
had  no  objection  to  postpone  his  motion. 

Last  night,  in  the  house  of  commons,  Mr.  Hume 
was  about  to  move  for  all  the  correspondence  i n the 
Caroline  affair,  but  desisted,  at  the  request  of  lord 
Palmerston,  who  stated  that  if  the  negociations  are 
made  public  at  present  it  might  embarrass  proceed- 
ings between  the  two  governments — both  of  whom 
were  desirous  of  preserving  peace.  Mr.  Hume 
said,  he  would  postpone  his  call  till  after  the  recess. 

Preparations.  The  London  Naval  and  Military 
Gazette  says  that  sixteen  war  steamers  are  ordered 
to  be  built,  six  of  the  first  class  and  ten  of  the  se- 
cond, all  to  be  armed  with  guns  of  ten  inch  calibre. 
Several  of  these  will  be  laid  down  immediately,  and 
the  frames  of  the  whole  covered  without  delaj',  so 
as  to  be  ready  against  the  engines  are  prepared. 

The  robbery  at  Windsor  castle.  April  6lh.  This 
morning  Richard  Lovegrove,  the  party  suspected 
of  being  concerned  in  the  extensive  depredations  at 
the  castle,  and  who  was  advertised  in  the  Police 
Gazette  of  Friday,  arrived  at  Windsor  by  ihe  eight 
o’clock  train  from  Paddington,  wilh  the  high  con- 
stable of  Windsor  and  another  person  named  Need- 
ham, to  whom,  it  is  slated,  (but  from  the  secresy 
observed  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  obtain  the 
correct  particulars),  he  gave  himself  up  in  the 
course  of  yesterday. 

Thomas  Stevenson,  ex-mayor  of  Stafford,  has 
been  examined  and  held  to  bail  on  a charge  of  for- 
gery. 

There  was  another  rumor,  coming  by  way  of 
Russia,  on  the  6th,  that  the  China  dispute  had  been 
adjusted,  but  it  was  not  credited.  Even  the  Globe, 
anxious  to  grasp  at  any  thing  favorable,  could  only 
present  the  following: 

The  source  of  Ihe  report  which  we  gave  yester- 
day in  our  city  correspondence,  respecting  the  set- 
tlement of  the  dispute  between  tiiis  country  and 
China,  was  letters  received  via  Petersburg  bv  par- 
ties who,  on  a former  occasion,  (the  arrival  of  our 
expedition  near  the  mouth  of  tile  Pekin  river),  had 
intelligence  of  it  by  the  same  route  some  weeks 
eailier  than  the  India  mails. 

Without,  therefore,  being  able  to  confirm  the  re- 
port from  other  sources,  we  hope  that  its  substance, 
the  concession  of  our  claims  by  tlje  Chinese,  will 
prove  correct,  and  that  the  next  arrivals  from  the 
East  will  confirm  Ihe  satisfactory  conclusion  anti- 
cipated. 

Count  Srnvjlliers  (Joseph  Bonaparte)  has  been 
alarmingly  ill,  but  was  considered  belter  at  the  last 
accounts. 


Corn  market — Liverpool,  April  6.  Since  last 
market  day  the  arrivals  have  been  of  fair  amount, 
both  of  wheat  and  oats,  and  also  flour,  from  the  U. 
States.  The  weather  is  variable,  but  on  the  whole 
very  seasonable.  At  to-day’s  market  the  better 
kinds  of  British  and  foreign  w heat  were  both  more 
in  request;  and  though  the  sales  were  limited  in 
amount,  they  fully  realized  the  prices  of  this  day 
week.  Inferior  kinds,  however,  were  Id.  or  2d.  low- 
er. 

A reduction  of  6d.  per  barrel  and  Is.  per  sack 
was  submitted  to,  but  at  the  reduced  rates  the  sales 
were  entirely  of  a retail  description.  No  sales  in 
bond  are  reported.  Oats  declined  Id.  to  2d.  per  45 
lb.  and  were  dull  of  sale.  Oatmeal  was  also  3d.  to 
6d.  a sack  lower,  and  only  in  very  limited  demand. 
Other  articles  were  steady  at  former  quotalions. 

Colton  market.  We  have  had  a steady  market 
to-day,  at  which  2,000  bags  of  all  descriptions  have 
been  sold,  including  200  Orleans  at  8d.  for  export, 
and  notin  bond.  Prices  are  steady;  in  fact  we  no- 
tice no  change  whatever. 

FRANCE. 

There  is  very  little  news  of  importance  in  the 
Paris  papers,  which  are  still  occupied  to  a great 
extent  with  the  fortification  bill.  The  journals, 
the  most  opposed  to  the  project,  seem  to  think  that 
even  now  some  means  may  be  devised  to  prevent 
it  from  being  carried  into  execution. 

The  copyright  bill  has  been  rejected  by  the 
chamber  of  deputies.  The  main  principle  of  the 
bill  was  to  give  the  family  of  an  author  or  artist  an 
exclusive  interest  in  his  works  for  thirty-years  af- 
ter his  decease.  This  principle  appeared  at  one 
moment  to  be  agreed  to;  but  other  difficulties  arose, 
and  the  bill,  after  a fortnight’s  discussion,  has  been 
lost. 

Military  and  naval  power.  The  forces  of  France, 
by  sea  and  land,  amount  to  492,671  men,  and 
1 12,774  horses,  for  the  army;  and  for  the  navy  to  120, 
armed  vessels,  viz:  2(1  ships  of  the  line,  22  frigates 
43  corvettes,  brigs,  &c.  and  35  steamers — manned 
by  46,41S  seamen,  besides  4,350  artillerymen,  and 
15,551  infantry,  to  defend  the  ports,  arsenals  and 
colonies. 

AFRICA. 

The  Monitor  publishes  advices  from  Algiers  of  the 
23d  ult.  The  departure  of  the  expedition  destined  to 
revictual  the  garrisons  ofMiliana  and  Medeah  had 
been  delayed  several  days,  in  order  that  the  duke  de 
Aumale  might  accompany  it.  It  was  to  consist  of 
10  battalions  of  infantry,  and  a regiment  of  African 
chesseurs,  with  a battery  of  field  artillery,  and 
would  remain  15  days. 

An  order  of  the  governor  general,  which  placed 
the  national  guards  of  the  colony  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  military  authorities,  had  created  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction  among  the  European  po- 
pulation of  Algiers.  This  excitement  had  been 
greatly  increased  by  the  proclamation  of  gen.  Bu- 
guead,  declaring  Algeria  to  be  under  martial  law. 

A Iettf  r from  Angiers  in  the  Journal  des  Debats, 
dated  the  2d  instant,  says,  that  an  immense  float  of 
timber,  larger  than  any  which  is  remembered  to 
have  descended  to  the  Loire  since  the  wars  of  the 
empire,  has  passed  Pont  de  Ce  on  its  way  to  In- 
dret.  It  adds,  that  this  is  not  a fourth  of  the  con- 
tingent, which  is  to  be  supplied  by  the  country 
washed  by  lhat  river.  This  timber  is  designed.it 
is  said,  for  the  construction  of  the  French  trans- 
Atlactic  steamers  which  are  to  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  present  year. 

TUKEY. 

Affairs  of  the  east.  We  have  advices  from  Con- 
stantinople of  the  27th  ult.  The  Ottoman  fleet  re- 
turned to  that  capitul  on  the  16th,  and  had  resumed 
its  former  station  along  the  European  bank  of  the 
Bosphorus. 

In  a conference  held  at  Therapia,  at  lord  Pon- 
sonby’s  house,  the  reply  ol  the  porte  to  the  petition 
of'Mehemet  Ali  had  been  discussed.  The  result 
of  this  conference  is  affirmed  to  be  that  the  porte  is 
left  to  the  alternative  of  yielding  the  modification 
sought  by  Meliemet  Ali  of  that  part  of  the  hatti 
scheriff  which  relates  to  the  hereditary  succession 
to  the  paffialic,  or  of  relinquishing  all  claim  to  the 
future  intervention  of  the  four  powers  in  favor  ot 
Turkey.  The  divan,  it  is  therefore  supposed, ; wilt 
conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  ambassadors.  This 
stale  of  ibings  is  generally  regarded  as  equivalent 
to  a settlement  of  the  eastern  question.  IIhis  far 
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we  report  from  a well  informed  Constantinople  cor- 
respondent. Upon  his  statement  we  need  only  re- 
mark. that  the  united  influence  of  the  four  powers 
upon  the  decision  of  the  divan  cannot  fail  of  suc- 
cess, that  influence  being  exercised  in  support  only 
of  the  reasonable  petition  of  the  pasha. 

The  treaty  or  convention  initiated,  (paraphe), 
on  the  15th  ult.  by  the  representatives  of  the  five 
great  European  powers  and  the  ambassador  of  the 
porte,  contains: 

A preamble  of  considerable  length,  stating  and 
recognizing  the  rights  ot  the  Ottoman  porte  as  an 
independent  power  in  her  relations  with  the  other 
European  nations. 

Articles  1 and  2,  which  stipulates  the  closing  of 
the  Dardanelles  against  all  foreign  ships  of  war, 
without  distinction: 

Article  3,  which  consists  of  an  invitation  to  all 
friendly  powers,  not  parties  to  the  treaty,  to  accede 
to  it;  and 

Article  4,  which  relates  merely  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  within  a given  time. 

The  above  are  the  entire  contents  of  this  im- 
portant convention. 

SPAIN'. 

We  have  received  by  express  intelligence  from 
Madrid  of  the  27th  and  28th  ultimo. 

The  regency  question  was  more  than  ever  the 
order  of  the  day.  In  case  the  cortes  should  adopt 
the  principle  of  a single  regency,  the  duke  ot  Vic- 
tory will  certainly  be  raised  to  that  elevated  station. 
But,  if  that  of  the  triple  regency  should  prevail,  the 
authority  will  in  all  probability  devolve  on  the  duke, 
M.  Arguelles  and  general  Evaristo  San  Migule. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  steam  ship  Natchez,  captain  Swiler,  arrived 
from  Havana, with  dates  to  the  15th  inst.  She  brought 
over  70  passengers. 

By  the  Courier  of  last  evening,  we  learn,  that  a 
few  hours  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Natchez, 
intelligence  reached  Havana,  that  62  negroes  trom 
Jamaica,  believed  to  be  abolitionist  emissaries,  had 
effected  a landing  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba.  Thirty 
of  those  black  subjects  of  queen  Victoria  had  been 
arrested,  and  ordered  to  be  shot.  The  Spanish  au- 
thorities were  in  pursuit  of  the  others.  Otherwise 
every  thing  was  tranquil  on  the  island. 

[ N . O.  Pycaune. 

TEXAS. 

Galveston  dates  to  the  13th  instant  have  been  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans. 

Judge  Webb  has  been  appointed  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  and  is 
to  lie  conveyed  by  the  San  Bernard  to  Vera  Cruz. 

There  had  been  another  tight  with  the  Indians, 
about  fifty  miles  above  Austin,  in  which  eight  In- 
dians were  killed  and  30  horses  captured.  The  ex- 
pedition was  under  the  command  of  capt.  Dolson, 
who  was  badly  wounded. 

The  Texian  steamship  Zavalla,  arrived  on  the  8th 
from  Yucatan.  She  had  on  board  $8,460  in  specie, 
having  received  $10,000  for  services  rendered  by 
the  Texian  navy  in  taking  Tobasco. 

A gentleman  had  arrived  in  Houston,  from  San 
Antonio,  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans,  with  $20,000 
in  specie  to  purchase  goods  for  the  Mexican  market. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Thomas  W.  Newton,  to  be  marshal  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Arkansas. 

John  G.  Miller,  to  be  postmaster  at  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Justin  Butterfield,  to  be  attorney  for  the  district 
of  Illinois. 

Martin  Duralde,  naval  officer  at  New  Orleans, 
vice  Henry  D.  Peire. 

John  Wjllock,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  re- 
venue at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  vice  Robert  H.  Kerr. 

Land  officers. — Receivers. 

Stoddard  Judd,  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  vice  L.  S. 
Pease. 

Joseph  C.  Hawkins,  Burlington,  Iowa,  vice  Ver- 
plank  Van  Antwerp. 

Ralph  Guild,  at  Jackson,  Missouri,  vice  Felix  G. 
Allen. 

Nathan  Webster,  at  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  vice 
Benoits  Laurents. 

Registers. 

William  Ross,  Burlington,  Iowa,  vice  Enos  Lowe. 

Paraclete  Potter,  Milwaukee,  Wiskonsan,  vice  A. 
B.  Morton. 

Levi  Sterling,  at  Muskoday,  Wiskonsan,  vice 
Pascall  Bequette. 

Presentation  of  foreign  ministers.  Pre- 
sident Tyler  received  the  diplomatic  body  on  Sa- 
turday, at  two  o’clock,  at  the  president’s  mansion. 
In  the  absence  of  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Fox, 
(who,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  was  kept  away  by  in- 
disposition), the  Russian  minister,  Mr.  Bodisco, 


appeared  at  the  head  of  the  corps.  We  give  be- 
low his  address  to  the  president,  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  his  colleages,  and  the  president’s  reply*. 

As  the  members  of  the  body  were  respectively 
presented,  the  president  spoke  to  each  of  them  of 
the  relations,  present  or  past,  between  his  country 
and  the  United  States,  and  of  his  Lope  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  amicable  relations;  and  received  from 
all  congratulations  and  the  assurance  ot  the  desire 
of  peace  and  amity  with  his  country. 

In  these  short  conversations  with  gentlemen, 
mostly  stranger  to  him,  the  president  was  particu- 
larly happy,  and  this,  his  first  official  intercourse 
with  the  representatives  of  other  nations,  was,  we 
doubt  not,  exceedingly  satisfactory.  Nothing,  in- 
deed, could  be  more  appropriate  or  in  better  taste 
than  the  president’s  remarks,  and  the  replies  of  the 
several  members  of  the  corps.  [Nat.  Intel. 

Mr.  Bodisco’s  address— translation. 

Mr.  President:  The  United  States  having  been 
suddenly  deprived  of  its  supreme  head,  the  consti- 
tution has  invested  you  with  the  chief  magistracy 
of  the  union. 

The  diplomatic  corps  has  the  honor  to  appear  be- 
fore you,  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of  express- 
ing through  me,  its  organ,  its  concern  in  the  me- 
lancholy event  which  has  so  unexpectedly  removed 
general  Harrison  from  the  hopes  of  the  American 
people.  The  diplomatic  corps,  hastens  also  to  offer 
up  its  vows,  Mr.  President,  that  your  administra- 
tion may  be  distinguished  by  the  maintenance  of 
all  the  existing  friendly  relations,  and  by  a constant 
increase  in  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States. 

The  diplomatic  corps  embraces  this  opportunity, 
Mr.  President,  to  assure  you  qf  its  earnest  desires 
to  merit  your  confidence  and  esteem. 

The  president’s  reply. 

Mr.  Minister:  In  my  character  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  people  thereof,  I have  to  return  to  the  diploma- 
tic corps,  whom  on  this  occasion  you  represent, 
my  acknowledgments  for  their  expression  of  con- 
dolence on  account  of  the  bereavement  which  this 
country  has  so  recently  sustained  in  the  death  of 
its  lamented  and  illustrious  president.  I take  oc- 
casion, at  the  same  time,  to  give  the  assurance  that 
my  most  earnest  desire,  as  his  constitutional  suc- 
cessor, will  be  to  maintain  and  cherish  the  friendly 
relations  which  now  so  happily  subsist  between  our 
respective  countries. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  regard  their 
own  prosperity  as  intimately  connected  with  that 
of  the  entire  family  of  nations,  and  the  cultivation 
of  the  feelings  of  mutual  amity  as  the  best  mode  of 
advancing  that  important  end. 

I sincerely  desire  that  the  residence  of  the  diplo- 
matic corps  near  this  government  may  prove  every 
way  agreeable  to  them;  to  accomplish  which  no- 
thing shall  be  wanting  on  my  own  pait. 


The  cotton  crop.  We  gave  it  as  our  opinion 
on  the  1st  of  March,  that  the  falling  off  in  the  crop 
forthe  latter  part  of  the  year,  would  be  greater  in 
proportion  than  for  the  preceding  five  months,  and 
on  this  we  based  a calculation  that  the  present  crop 
would  not  exceed  1,600,000  bales.  The  receipts  for 
the  month  of  March  indicate  that  it  will  fall  short  of 
that.  And  nothing  is  more  certain  now’,  than  that 
the  deficiency  is  general,  although  more  oppres- 
sively great  in  Soutli  Carolina  and  Georgia  than  in 
the  southwest.  On  the  first  of  March  the  excess 
of  the  last,  over  the  present  cron,  was  as  we  stated, 
something  more  than  200,000  bales.  The  following 
is  a table  of  receipts  of  cotton  at  the  principal  south- 
ern ports  at  dates  nearest  the  first  of  April. 


New  Orleans,  March  31, 
Mobile,  “ 27, 

Florida,  | “ 27, 

Georgia,  April  2, 

S.  Carolina,  “ 3, 


1840-]. 

1839  40. 

628,189 

709,342 

265,388 

308,486 

62,726 

83,050 

96,365 

193.258 

145,255 

217,586 

Total, 


1,199.853  1,511,722 

1,199,853 


Deficiency  of  present  crop.  311,869 

It  appears  from  this  that  the  receipts  of  March, 
1841,  have  fallen  short  of  March,  1840,  by  100,000 
bales,  which  indicates  that  the  crop  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted, for  March  is  ever  a brisk  month  and  the 
navigation  for  the  greater  part  of  it  has  been  good. 
The  freshet  may  have  had  some  influence,  but  for  a 
very  brief  space.  In  short,  the  prospect  of  the  crop 
for  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  is  gloomy  enough, 
and  should  warn  all  men  to  spend  as  little  money  as 
possible. 

In  regard  to  the  disposition  of  that  part  of  the 
crop  which  has  already  come  to  market,  there  is 
little  to  remark.  The  export  coastwise  is  influ- 
enced by  so  many  circumstances,  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  draw  any  conclusion  from  it.  This  item 


has  increased  the  present  season  about  one  hundred 
thousand  bales,  and  as  this  is  not  explained  by  any 
considerable  increase  in  the  aggregate  of  foreign 
exports  and  of  stocks  at  New  York,  we  may  sup- 
pose that  the  domestic  consumption  has  already  ad- 
vanced. 

In  regard  to  the  direct  foreign  exports,  it  should 
be  observed,  that  the  exports  to  Great  Britain  alone 
on  the  1st  of  April  last  year,  very  nearly  equalled  the 
exports  of  this  season  to  all  foreign  places.  Still  the 
stock  on  hand  in  the  southern  ports  is  much  less 
than  in  1840. 

The  amount  of  Sea  Islands  approaches  much  near- 
er to  the  crop  of  last  year  than  was  anticipated. 
The  comparison  on  the  1st  of  April  is  as  follows: 

1841,  16,301  bales. 

1840,  19,049  bales. 

Of  all  the  southern  states  Georgia  will  suffer  most 
from  the  deficiency.  Not  only  because  the  deficiency 
is  there  greatest,  but  her  citizens  are  greatly  in  debt; 
her  banking  system  is  in  the  extremest  confusion, 
and  a number  of  state  works  in  progress,  involving 
a greater  expenditure.  The  entanglement  of  the 
state  with  rotten  banks  will  add  to  the  distress,  if  it 
does  not  bring  about  public  bankruptcy  and  a grand 
explosion  of  the  credit  system  in  Georgia. 

[ Charleston  Mercury. 

The  silk  and  cotton  culture.  The  raising 
ot  silk  appears  to  be  attracting  attention  in  our  state, 
and  as  it  becomes  better  understood,  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  it  will  be  acknowledged,  and  its 
culture  generally  and  extensively  gone  into.  That 
silk  can  be  raised  here  with  greater  profit  than  cot- 
ton is  proved  by  the  following  statement: 

We  make  from  300  to  600  pounds  of  cotton  per 
acre  worth  about  9 cents  per  pound,  or  $54  for  600 
pounds.  Cost  of  raising:  one  hand  makes  about 
2,400  pounds  per  year,  worth  on  an  avarage  $216; 
wages  of  one  hand  $150  per  year;  board  of  same 
and  clothing,  $50  per  year;  for  bagging  and  rope 
for  6 bales  of  cotton  $15;  freight,  &c.  on  the  same 
$9;  commission  and  storage  at  least  $9;  rent  of  6 
acres  of  land  $24;  total  expenses  of  raising  6 bales 
of  cotton  $257;  present  value  of  do.  $216;  loss  in 
making  six  bales  of  cotton  or  on  the  service  of  one 
man  per  year,  at  present  prices  of  cotton,  $41. 
There  may  be  put  on  an  acre  of  ground  14,520  mo- 
ms inulticaulis  trees  for  the  first  year,  by  planting 
the  rows  three  feet  apart,  and  the  trees  one  foot  apart 
in  the  rows.  These  trees  will  produce  each  three 
pounds  of  leaves  the  first  year,  (on  such  land  as 
will  not  produce  one-half  bale  of  cotton  per  acre), 
or  43,560  pounds  of  leaves  per  acre;  100  pounds  of 
leaves  will  make  one  pound  of  silk.  Thus  you 
will  have  the  first  year  435  6-10  pounds  of  silk  per 
acre.  This  is  worth  at  the  lowest  price  $5  per 
pound,  or  $2,173  per  acre.  One  hand  can  tend  even 
more  than  this.  Services  of  one  hand  per  year 
$150,  clothing  and  food  $50,  rent  of  one  acre  of 
ground  $4;  total  expenses  $204;  total  produce  2,178 
dollars;  clear  profit  of  one  acre  and  labor  of  one  man 
for  one  year  $1,974.  [iY.  O.  Bulletin. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  restrictive  system  of  Great  Britain.  The  last 
number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  contains  an  ar- 
ticle based  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed last  year  by  the  house  of  commons  “to  in- 
quire into  the  several  duties  levied  on  imports  into 
the  United  Kingdom”  with  reference  to  the  effects 
ol  the  same. on  the  revenue. 

The  Review  advocates  a reduction,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  tends  the  same  way.  But  so  high 
are  the  rates  of  British  duties  at  present  upon  all 
articles  from  abroad  that  may  come  in  competition 
with  home  productions,  or  which  may  be  made  to 
yield  revenue,  that  a very  considerable  reduction 
might  be  made  throughout  t he  whole  system,  and 
still  leave  the  standard  of  duties  higher  than  the 
friends  of  a tariff' here  would  wish  to  see  it  fixed  in 
the  United  States. 

One  reason  that  is  urged  for  a reduction  of  the 
restrictive  duties  in  England — and  no  doubt  a very 
cogent  one— is,  that  unless  the  productions  of  fo- 
reign countries  are  admitted  upon  more  favorable 
terms,  the  reciprocity  of  retaliation  will  be  adopted 
against  English  productions.  The  Review  says — 
“The  duties  that  the  United  States  and  Brazil  will 
impose  on  our  manufactures  will  in  all  probability 
be  so  entirely  prohibitory,  unless  we  consent  to  ad- 
mit the  productions  of  those  countries  into  our  ports, 
that  the  time  is  arrived  when  the  serious  question 
must  be  seriously  met — whether  it  is  fit  that  we 
should  go  on  sacrificing  our  greatest  national  in- 
terests to  the  practice  of  giving  protection  to  the 
private  interests  of  a comparatively  small  portion  of 
the  community.” 

The  corn  laws,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the 
committee,  impose  a tax  of  eleven  millions  pounds 
sterling  on  the  British  community  annually.  The 
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duties  on  foreign  coffee  in  England  are  fifteen  pence 
per  pound,  and  on  colonial  coffee  six  pence. — 
It  is  recommended  to  reduce  the  former  to  six 
pence,  and  the  latter  to  four  pence.  Now  the  lowest 
duty  here  named,  imposed  too  on  colonial  coffee,  is 
higher  than  any  one  would  wish  to  see  imposed  in 
this  country  on  foreign  coffee. 

While  England  talks  of  free  trade,  her  course  will 
probably  show  no  greater  abandonment  of  the  re- 
strictive system  than  will  result  to  the  benefit  of  her 
revenue  or  than  may  be  forced  upo#  her  by  the  fear 
of  retaliatory  duties  on  the  part  of  other  nations. 

When  he  subject  of  increased  duties  comes  up  for 
discussion  in  congress  there  are  three  considerations 
which  will  force  theniselve'  prominently  into  notice. 
The  first  is  concerning  revenue ; the  second  relating 
to  protection;  and  the  third  embracing  the  principle 
of  retaliatory  duties.  The  first  belongs  to  a perma- 
nent system  of  things,  and  is  indispensable  to  the 
government — for  revenue  must  be  had,  and  direct 
taxation  is  not  likely  to  be  resorted  to  for  that  pur- 
pose. Protection  is  considered  as  pertaining  to  the 
manufacturing  interest;  retaliatory  duties  are  de- 
signed for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  portion  of 
the  union.  Now  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  pro- 
tection in  this  country  must  be  moderate — for  if  by 
the  action  of  retaliatory  duties  on  our  part  Great 
Britain  shall  be  induced  to  admit  American  flour, 
tobacco,  provisions,  &c.  it  will  follow  that  we  must 
admit  her  manufactures  without  heavy  duties.  The 
great  principle  of  our  commercial  policy  is  that  we 
will  trade  with  all  nations  that  receive  pay  in  Ame- 
rican commodities.  The  other  side  of  the  rule 
should  be  observed,  too,  if  we  would  be  consistent. 

The  amount  of  protection  which  good  policy  re- 
quires in  our  system  should  be  embraced  in  a tariff 
lor  revenue,  and  be  established  permanently.  It  is 
stability  that  is  needed  more  than  high  rates  of  im- 
post. Within  the  limits  of  a tariff  for  revenue  a 
judicious  protection  may  be  administered,  and  as  it 
will  be  directed  to  the  fostering  of  interests  which 
have  a substantial  basis  in  the  domestic  resources 
of  the  country,  the  benefit  which  it  proffers  to 
classes  will  be  extended  to  all;  national  wealth  will 
be  augmented  by  the  increase  of  national  produc- 
tiveness; and  the  employment  of  numbers  in  new 
branches  of  business  will  leave  other  vocations  to 
realize  better  profits.  [Baltimore  American. 

More  Indian  troubles.  Advices  from  Wis- 
konsan,  under  date  of  April  10,  are  that  large  bodies 
of  Sioux,  were  gathering  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Fort  Srielling,  with  intent  as  was  supposed  of  making 
an  attack  upon  it.  One  of  the  tribe,  it  seems  being 
drunk  and  disorderly  within  the  limits  of  the  garri- 
son and  resisting  an  attempt  to  remove  him,  was  shot 
down;  her.ce  the  hostile  aspect  of  the  tribe.  Two 
companies  from  Winnebago  and  Crawford  had  been 
ordered  to  Fort  Snelling. 

Burt’s  patent  solar  compass.  Extract  of  a 
letter  received  at  the  general  land  office  from  the 
office  of  surveyor  general  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
relation  to  the  above  named  instrument.  April  8, 
1841. 

Mr.  Burt  is  the  inventor  of  this  instrument,  and 
has  patented  it.  His  specification,  describing  its 
construction  and  use,  is  in  the  patent  office  at  Wash- 
ington, to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  a mi- 
nute account  of  it.  There  is  fixed  to  it  a moveable 
arch,  which  is  elevated  to  the  latitude  of  the  place, 
and  on  this  is  attached  a brass  bar,  which  is  again 
elevated  or  lowered  to  the  declination  of  the  sun  at 
the  lime  of  observation.  By  the  proper  adjustment 
of  these  parts,  anil  causing  the  rays  of  the  sun  to 
pass  through  a small  aperture  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  bar,  so  that  a small  image  of  the  sun  is  formed 
upon  the  centre  of  two  fine  lines  upon  a silver  plate 
at  the  other  end,  the  sights  of  the  compass  (if  previ- 
ously adjusted  to  the  meridian  of  the  instrument) 
will  then  be  on  the  true  meridian  of  the  place,  and 
by  turning  them  as  in  other  compasses  can  give  any 
angle  therefrom. 

The  advantage  of  this  instrument  over  every  other 
in  use  seems  to  be  this:  When  the  sun  shines  upon 
it,  its  adjustment  to  the  true  meridian  of  the  place  is 
the  work  of  a moment  only,  and  any  course  desired 
may  be  taken  instantly  by  turning  the  sights  to  the 
same. 

No  matter  what  the  variation  of  the  needle  may 
be,  or  the  strength  or  variableness  of  the  local  at- 
traction , this  compass  gives  unerringly  the  true  me- 
ridian every  time  it  is  set  in  the  light  of  the  sun,  and 
can  in  no  wise  be  in  the  least  affected  by  any  change 
of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  or  any  degree  of  local 
attraction.  This  constitutes  its  superiority  over  the 
common  compass,  particularly  for  running  exterior 
township  lines. 

Mr.  Burt  has  used  it  with  success  for  three  or  four 
years,  and  Mr.  John  Mullett  and  his  son  James.  Mr. 
Ho!  gson,  Mr.  Brevoort,  Mr.  Brink,  Mr.  Clason, 


and  others  of  my  ablest  deputies  in  Michigan  have 
laid  aside  the  common  compass,  and  adopted  the  so- 
lar instrument  with  high  commendation. 

The  most  of  these  compasses  have  been  made  in 
this* city,  (Cincinnati),  where  they  may  be  procur- 
ed to  order  by  addressing  the  manufacturer,  Mr. 
Henry  Ware. 

His  price  for  the  patent  solar  compass  is  $'100 
independent  of  the  charge  of  the  patentee  which  is 
from  $15  to  $20. 

THE  ARMY. 

Cadets  at  the  military  academy.  The  National 
Intelligencer  of  the  27th  ult.  states,  that  appoint- 
ments of  cadets  were  made  previous  to  the  4th  of 
March  last,  by  the  late  administration  to  the  full 
extent  authorised  by  law,  and  of  a sufficient  num- 
ber beyond  that  extent  to  make  it  certain  that  no 
appointments  will  be  made  within  this  year,  unless 
perhaps  of  two  youths,  a grandson  and  another  re- 
lative of  the  late  president,  whom  it  has  been  de- 
termined to  appoint  to  the  first  vacancies  in  that 
corps  which  shall  occur. 

The  following  letter  from  one  of  the  correspon- 
dents of  the  Savannah  Republican  is  the  latest  ad- 
vice received  from  the  seat  of  war: 

Florida,  April  16,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I have  nothing  at  present  that  will 
interest  you  or  your  readers  about  the  Florida  war. 
We  are  “in  statu  quo  ” Reports,  however,  from 
Tampa  are  unfavorable.  Coosa  Tustenuggee,  who 
went  out  to  bring  in  his  people,  has  not  even  brought 
himself  back.  Other  chiefs,  of  whom  Gen.  Arini- 
stead  was  sanguine,  have  become  lukewarm,  and 
the  general  impression  in  these  parts  is  that  the 
business  of  emigration  will  “wind  up”  with  ano- 
ther summer  campaign.  Alec  Tustenuggee  is  still 
quiet.  No  one  knows  where  he  has  betaken  him- 
self. We  shall  doubtless  hear  of  his  position  ere 
long,  as  you  are  aware  he  is  the  most  restless  of  the 
Florida  bandits.  I will  give  you  the  cue  of  the 
war  frequently — but  do  not  close  it  too  suddenly, 
lest,  like  an  imperfectly  cured  wound,  it  break  out 
afresh  to  the  annoyance  of  yourself  and  readers. 
Yours,  &c. 

We  learn  from  a passenger  in  the  Gen.  Clinch, 
capt.  Brooks,  from  Pilatka,  that  an  express  rider 
passing  from  Tampa  to  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  Withla- 
cooche  river,  was  shot  between  Anutaliga  swamp 
and  Fort  Clinch.  Two  balls  were  found  in  the 
mail  bags,  which  were  brought  in  by  the  horse,  and 
first,  by  his  presence,  gave  notice  of  the  attack. 

Lieut.  Woodruff,  2d  infantry,  died  at  Fort  Holmes 
a few  days  since.  [ Savannah  Georgian. 

THE  NAVY. 

A letter  from  the  American  consul  at  the  Cape 
de  Verd  islands,  dated  Villa  de  Praia,  23d  Februa- 
ry, says:  “The  United  States  ships  Dolphin  and 
Grampus  are  still  here,  and  all  are  improving  fast. 
The  Cyane  left  ten  days  since  for  Monrovia,  Libe- 
ria, to  return  soon,  when  I presume  they  will  leave 
us.  In  fact  there  are  no  more  bad  cases  on  board.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

VERMONT. 

The  censors  in  this  state,  who  are  chosen  once  in 
seven  years,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  whe- 
ther the  laws  have  been  administered  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution,  and  to  exercise  a general  su- 
pervision over  the  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments, were  chosen  on  the  31st  ult.  The  number  of 
censors  is  thirteen;  one  from  each  county.  The  whig 
candidates  were  successful. 

CONNECTICUT. 


Election  of  governor.  The  official  vote  for  go- 
vernor, by  counties,  is  as  follows: 

1841.  1840. 


Counties.  Ellsworth. 

Niles. 

Ellsworth. 

Niles. 

Harford, 

5,194 

3,860 

6,045 

4,6S7 

New  Haven, 

4,520 

3,336 

4,95  L 

4,160 

New  London, 

3,241 

2,617 

3,569 

3,068 

Fairfield, 

4 079 

3,282 

4,789 

4,000 

Windham, 

2.343 

1,807 

2,686 

2,387 

Litchfield, 

3,996 

3,21  1 

4,298 

4,843 

M iddlesex. 

1,879 

1,903 

2,258 

2,277 

Tolland, 

1,734 

1,372 

1,959 

1,561 

Total, 

26,986 

51,388 

30,555 

25.9S9 

Ellsworth’s 

maj.  5,5 

98 

Do.  4,572 

NEW  YORK. 

The  legislature  is  yet  in  session,  and  will  be  so 
for  some  weeks.  It  would  seem  that  the  resolution 
relative  to  McLeod  and  the  resolution  touching  the 
controversy  beween  this  state  and  Virginia  have  both 
been  abandoned  for  the  present. 

Chamber  of  commerce.  At  a meeting  yesterday, 
after  considerable  debate,  the  motion  to  appoint  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a memorial 


to  congress  in  favor  of  a national  bank,  was  adopted 
by  a vote  of  38  to  18.  [N.  Y.  Signal. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  legislature  yet  continues  in  session,  having 
rescinded  the  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  27th  ult. 

Resignation.  The  hon.  Enos  Hook,  member  of 
congress  from  the  27th  district  in  Pennsylvania,  has 
resigned  his  seat  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was 
a friend  to  the  last  administration. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Pennsylvanian  that  on  Monday 
last  three  hundred  and  eighty  cars  passed  Parks- 
burg,  on  the  Columbia  rail  road. 

Business  convention.  A convention  is  called  in 
Harrisburg,  on  the  25th  of  May  next,  in  which  the 
agricultural,  mechanical  and  mining  interests  of  the 
commonwealth  are  to  be  represented.  To  consider 
the  present  condition  of  the  various  branches  of  in- 
dustry pursued  within  the  limits  of  the  state — exa- 
mine their  immediate  and  prospective  resources — 
inquire  into  the  measures  most  suitable  for  their 
future  relief  from  pressing  embarrassments,  and  for 
their  future  protection,  and  lay  the  result  before 
tiie  people  for  their  consideration,  are  the  objects 
of  the  convention. 

MARYLAND. 

Testimonies  of  respect  to  the  late  president.  The 
tribute  paid  to  the  lamented  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, by  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  on  Monday  last, 
which  day  was  observed  by  them  unanimously'  as  a 
day  of  mourning  and  solemnities,  was  among  the 
most  imposing  demonstrations  of  any  community 
in  the  union.  We  delay  the  details  for  our  next 
number,  in  order  to  register  it  more  fully  than  we 
could  do  in  this  number. 

The  secretary  of  slate.  James  Murray,  esq.  has 
resigned  the  office  of  secretary  of  state.  We  have 
heard  of  no  appointment  having  yet  been  made  of 
a successor. 

Congressional  candidates.  The  arrangements  for 
the  election  which  takes  place  on  the  17th  May  are 
in  progress  by  the  political  parties. 

In  the  first  district,  it  is  understood  that  no  can- 
didate will  be  named  by  the  Van  Buren  party,  and 
no  regular  nomination  has  been  made  by  the  whigs. 
Mr.  Dennis,  the  late  whig  representative,  declines 
re-election.  Three  whig  candidates  are  in  the  field. 

tn  the  second  district,  Mr.  P.  F.  Thomas,  the  late 
Van  Buren  representative,  is  nominated  as  the  can- 
didate of  that  party,  and  James  A.  Pearce,  esq.  the 
former  whig  representative  is  nominated  by  a whig 
convention  as  his  opponent. 

In  the  third  district,  lately  represented  by  Mr. 
Worthington,  (V.  B.)  James  W.  Williams, esq.  of 
Harford  county,  is  nominated  by  the  Van  Buren 
convention  of  the  district — Dr.  Orrick,  of  Baltimore 
county,  (V.  B ) is  also  a candidate.  Mr.  Wm.  S. 
Winder,  esq.  (whig)  is  also  announced  as  a candi- 
date. 

Fourth  district — Both  the  late  Van  Buren  repre- 
sentatives havingdeclined,  James  Murray  and  Fran- 
cis Gallagher,  esqs.  have  been  nominated  by  a con- 
vention of  that  party,  and  are  opposed  by  J . P. 
Kennedy  and  Alexander  Randall,  esqs.  nominated  by 
a whig  convention. 

Filth  district — William  Cost  Johnson,  esq.  the 
late  (whig)  representative  is  a candidate,  and  is 
opposed  by  Anthony  Kimmell,  esq.  also  whig — no 
convention  and  no  Van  Buren  opposition. 

Sixth  district — Francis  Thomas,  esq.  (V.  B.)  the 
late  member,  having  declined,  John  Thompson  Ma- 
son, esq.  has  been  nominated  by  a convention  of 
that  party.  He  is  opposed  by  Edward  A.  Lxjnch, 
esq.  nominated  by  a whig  convention. 

Seventh  district — Mr.  Jenifer,  the  late  (whig)  re- 
presentative, having  declined,  and  Augustus  R.  Sai- 
lers, esq.  of  Calvert  county,  having  been  nominated 
by  a whig  convention,  on  the  22d  instant,  Thomas 
W.  Bowie,  of  Prince  Georges,  a whig  who  had  of- 
fered his  services,  retires  Irom  the  field. 

Revenue  appointments  for  the  district  and  port  of 
Baltimore,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  May. 

Robert  D.  Millholland,  weigh  master,  vice  Henry 
McKinnell. 

Leonard  Frailey,  gauger,  vice  Robert  Bines, 

Matthew  Kelly,  inspector,  vice  C.  L.  Gantt. 

Wm.  D.  Greetham,  inspector,  vice  P.  Laurenson. 

Edward  Wells,  inspector,  vice  Thos.  S.  Williams. 

John  Showaere,  inspector,  vice  D.  H.  Hudson. 

Sebastian  Sultzer,  marker,  vice  M.  H.  Keene. 

William  Batchelor,  watchman,  vice  J.  I.  Laty. 

Christian  Slemmer,  watchman,  vice  M.H.  Keene. 

[ Patriot. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Manufactures.  Cotton  manufactories  are  rapidly 
springing  up  at  the  south. 

The  Fayette  Observer  says,  that  wifhinashort 
time,  two  new  cotton  factories  have  gone  into  ope- 
ration in  that  vicinity.  It  also  states  that  there  are 
now  six  cotton  factories  in  operation  in  that  town, 
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employing  11,498  spindles,  160  looms,  417  persons, 
and  a capital  of  $299,000. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Oakland,  college — Munificent  donation.  The  Nat- 
chez Courier  says:  “we  learn  with  pleasure,  that  a 
wealthy  lady,  in  the  vicinity  of  Oakland  college,  has 
subscribed  $15,000  to  that  valuable  institution  of 
learning. 

MISSOURI. 

Excitement,  burglery,  murder  and  arson  Ml  St. 
Louis.  About  1 o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  17th 
April,  the  large  building  occupied  by  Simmonds  & 
.Morrison,  as  a commission  house,  and  by  W.  G. 
Pettis,  as  a banker,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire. 
On  opening  the  door  of  the  banking  house,  the  dead 
body  of  Jacob  Weaver  was  discovered,  bearing  the 
marks  of  a pistol  shot  over  his  eye,  and  sundry 
other  wounds  inflicted  with  a sharp  instrument. 
This  young  man  was  a clerk  of  another  firm,  but 
in  the  habit  of  sleeping  with  Jesse  Baker,  a clerk 
of  the  commission  house.  Baker  was  missing. 
The  fire  extended.  In  the  course  of  it,  one  of  the 
walls  fell  and  killed  a fireman  by  the  name  of  Ansel 
S.  Kimball.  His  remains  were  soon  after  recover- 
ed from  the  ruins.  The  body  of  Jesse  Baker,  the 
other  clerk,  wa3  found  on  Monday  morning  beneath 
the  ruins  of  the  bank  vault,  his  head  and  neck  burnt 
to  the  bone — it  is  thought  he  was  killed  by  the 
robbers,  while  attacking  them  or  defending  the 
vaults  of  the  bank.  A report  of  a pistol  was  heard 
that  night  in  the  banking  house. 

The  excitement  in  the  city  of  course  was  at  the 
highest  pitch  and  every  effort  was  making  to  de- 
tect the  perpetrators. 

A meeting  ofthe  citizens  was  held — a committee 
of  12  for  each  ward  appointed,  to  ferret  out  the  mur- 
derers, and  the  mayor  offered  a reward  of  $5,000  for 
the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
act.  The  St.  Louis  fire  company  offered  an  ad- 
ditional reward  of  $300. 

The  loss  by  the  fire  is  estimated  at  $42,000.  It 
is  supposed  the  burglars  were  after  a large  sum  of 
money  which  had  been  deposited  in  bank  the  day 
previous,  but  if  so,  they  were  foiled  for  the  money 
and  papers  were  found  after  the  fire  was  extinguish- 
ed, safe  in  the  vault. 

An  old  woman  had  also  been  murdered  in  Flairs- 
out  township  for  $100.  The  murderer  was  commit- 
ted to  jail. 

FLORIDA. 

' Gov.  R.  K.  Call.  Fifty-four  guns  were  fired  in 
this  city  by  the  whig  party,  on  the  receipt  of  the  in- 
telligence of  Richard  K.  Call  being  appointed  go- 
vernor of  this  territory.  [St.  Augustine  News. 

Wild  Cat.  Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of 
the  Sth  regiment  to  his  friend  in  Albany,  dated  New 
Orleans,  April  2. 

“I  am  here  on  my  way  to  Arkansas,  with  200 
wretched  Seminole  Indians.  They  are  the  rem- 
nants of  a Spartan  race.  The  men  are  noble,  hardy- 
looking fellows,  whom  you  can  but  respect,  though 
they  have  murdered  the  innocent  and  unoffending; 
but  the  women  and  children  excite  your  pity  and 
commisseration.  On  our  tedious  voyage  hither 
they  laid  about  the  deck,  perfectly  resigned  and  ap- 
parently indifferent  to  their  fate,  careless  of  life  and 
fearless  of  death. 

“I  was  at  Fort  Cummings  when  the  noted  chief 
Coacoochee,  or  Wild  Cat , came  in  fora  ‘talk.’  This 
man  is  remarkable  for  the  many  incidents  in  his 
life,  and  for  his  bold  and  daring  spirit.  He  was  once 
a prisoner,  but  made  his  escape  through  a hole  in 
the  walls  of  his  prison  so  surprisingly  small  that  an 
ordinary  man’s  head  would  not  enter  it,  and,  after  he 
was  through,  jumped  twenty-five  feet  to  the  ground. 
This  fellow  has  committed  more  murders  and  scalp- 
ed more  women  and  children  than  any  other  Indian 
in  Florida,  and  this  man  we  were  to  take  and  did 
take,  by  the  hand  in  friendship.  He  came  into  our 
camp,  bringing  with  him  seven  ‘trusty  squires,’ 
who,  in  looks,  dress  and  manner,  might  well  be 
painted  to  illustrate  and  personate  the  old  one  him- 
self— a little  effusion  of  brimstone,  a blue  flame,  and 
a few  tails  would  have  made  the  picture  complete. 
Wild  Cat’s  manner,  upon  coming  into  the  pre- 
sence of  so  many  officers,  and  surrounded  as  he  was 
by  so  large  a body  of  soldiers,  was  somewhat  con- 
fused, but  he  soon  recovered  himself,  and  spoke  with 
ease,  and  not  ungracefully.  He  is  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  well  pro- 
portioned, with  a calm,  settled,  manly  face,  and  a 
dark  fierce  eye  beaming  with  intelligence.  The  co- 
lonel talked  to  him  openly  and  frankly.  He  return- 
ed it,  and  promised  to  cease  fighting  and  emigrate. 
H is  little  daughter,  a child  of  five  years,  who  had 
been  taken  prisoner,  and  separated  from  its  parents 
some  five  or  six  months,  was  then  given  up  to  him, 
and,  for  the  first  time  in  an  Indian,  I saw  the  evidence 
of  feeling  and  affection. 

“I  consider  the  Florida  war  as  at  an  end.  All  the 
chiefs  and  Indians  are  surrendering.  These  I am 


now  taking  off  have  been  the  most  deperate  in  the 
country,  and  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  the 
very  spirit  ofthe  war.  I left  at  Tampa  more  than  a 
hundred,  who  were  waiting  the  arrival  of  their 
friends,  when  they  will  embark  for  their  new 
homes.” 

Wiskonsan. 

New  towns  and  villages  are  constantly  springing 
up  in  this  garden  of  the  west.  The  Madison  En- 
quirer gives  the  following  account  of  two  new  vil- 
lages in  that  vicinity: 

White  Water,  in  Walworth  county,  about  mid- 
way between  Madison  and  Milwaukee,  on  the  Fort 
Atkinson  and  Mequanego  road,  is  a beautifully  si- 
tuated and  thriving  village,  surrounced  by  a farm- 
ing country  of  the  best  kind,  already  settled  and 
improved  to  a great  extent.  At  this  point  where 
by  a dam  at  the  outlet  of  a little  lake  a good  and 
never  failing  water  power  has  been  created,  is  Dr. 
Tripp’s  flouring  mill— one  of  the  best  establish- 
ments of  the  kind,  in  the  territory,  judging  from 
some  specimens  of  his  manufacture  that  we  have 
seen. 

Clinton  Prairie,  in  this  county-,  12  or  15  miles 
east  of  Madison,  on  the  Fort  Atkinson  road,  from 
its  possessing  every  requisite  necessary  to  make  it 
a desirable  point  for  farmers,  may  well  be  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  emigrants  on  the  look- 
out for  good  locations.  A large  number  of  settles, 
we  have  been  told,  are  expected  on  this  prairie 
during  the  coming  season. 


CASE  OF  McLEOD. 

The  importance  which  this  case  is  assuming,  both 
as  a question  between  the  United  States  and  a fo- 
reign country,  and  as  a question  between  the  fede- 
ral government  arid  a state  authority,  requires  of  us 
carefully  to  register  whatever  transpires  in  its  pro- 
gress. We  gave  in  our  last  number,  under  the  New 
Fork  head,  a brief  abstract  of  the  debate  which  took 
place  in  the  legislature  of  that  state  upon  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  Mr.  Swackhamer,  and  the 
amendment  thereto  offered  by  Mr.  Hoffman,  re- 
questing the  governor  to  issue  a nolle  prosequi  in 
the  case  of  McLeod.  The  Albany  Argus,  of  the 
19th  inst.  furnishes  the  debate  at  large,  and  from 
their  columns  we  extract  it.  Tn  reference  to  it  the 
editor  of  that  paper  observes:  “It  will  be  found, 
we  think,  highly  interesting,  as  indicating  the  pub- 
lic feeling  and  temper,  both  in  this  stage  of  the 
discussion,  and  in  the  final  result.  The  house  meet 
again  thi3  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
this  subject,  when,  if  it  comes  to  a vote  on  Mr. 
Hoffman’s  amendment,  which  gave  rise  to  the  de- 
bate, and  which  he  supported  in  a masterly  speech, 
we  apprehend  it  will  show  the  unfairness  of  the 
small  effort  of  the  Daily  Advertiser  to  give  it  a 
party  direction,  by  carefully  stating  the  two  demo- 
cratic speakers  on  one  side,  and  only  the  federal 
speakers  on  the  other, — omitting  all  allusion  to  the 
able  speech  of  Mr.  L.  S.  Chatfield.” 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  Mr.  Swackhamer 
is  a Van  Buren  member  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Hoffman  is  attached  to  the  same  party, 
and  from  Herkimer. 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL  17. 

Mr.  Swackhamer  offer  the  following: 

Resolved,  Ttiat  the  governor  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  house  the  correspondence,  if  any, 
which  has  taken  place  between  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  U.  States  and  of  this  state,  and  whe- 
ther any  arrangements  whatever  may  have  been  en- 
tered into  by  such  departments  in  reference  to  the 
case  of  McLeod,  now  in  prison  at  Lockport,  in  this 
state. 

Mr.  Swackhamer.  In  introducing  a resolution  of 
ttiis  importance,  it  is  due  to  myself  and  the  house 
to  offer  a few  words  of  explanation.  And  1 would 
remark  in  the  outset,  that  I have  not  drawn  up  the 
resolution  under  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  but 
have  taken  time  to  reflect  upon  the  consequences 
to  which  it  may  lead.  Neither  is  it  my  design  un- 
necessarily to  agitate  the  question  involved  in  it,  or 
to  fan  the  flame  already  enkindled  on  our  northern 
frontier. 

I was  a little  surprised  to  see  it  announced  in  the 
public  prints,  that  the  attorney  general  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  left  his  appropriate  post  at  Washing- 
ton, and  come  on  here  w ith  special  reference  to  ttiis 
case  of  McLeod,  which  I conceive  to  be  exclusive- 
ly within  the  cognizance  ami  jurisdiction  of  the  state 
of  New  York.  I presume  I may  assert  here,  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  such  a visit,  on  such 
an  errand,  by  the  attorney  general  ofthe  U.  States, 
is  without  precedent  in  the' history  of  this  country. 
It  is  the  first  time,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
learn,  where  the  executive  authority  of  the  union, 
through  its  chief  prosecuting  officer,  has  ever  taken 
on  itself  to  interfere  with  the  criminal  jurisprudence 


of  any  of  the  sovereign  states  of  this  union.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  shortly  alter  the  return  of 
the  attorney  general  ofthe  United  States,  to  what  I 
conceive  to  be  his  legitimate  spherp  of  duty,  it  was 
currently  reported,  and  without  contradiction  from 
any  quarter,  that  he  in  conjunction  with  the  attor- 
ney general  of  the  state  of  New  York,  had  examin- 
ed this  case  of  McLeod, and  had  asserted,  as  the  re- 
sult of  that  investigation,  that  there  was  no  evidence 
in  the  case  to  warrant  his  conviction.  And  this  too, 
after  McLeod  hfld  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  of  Niagara,  and  held  to  trial  for  one 
of  the  most  heinous  offences  known  to  the  laws  of 
this  state.  Sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  execu- 
tive authority  of  the  United  States,  have  no  more 
right  or  power  to  interfere  in  this  case  of  McLeod, 
in  this  stage  ofthe  affair  at  least,  than  it  had  to  in- 
terfere in  the  case  of  Robinson,  alter  he  had  been  in- 
dicted for  the  murder  ofSuydham,  and  before  trial. 
And  I would  ask  in  all  sincerity,  what  think  you 
the  people  of  New  Jersey  would  have  thought  of 
such  an  interference,  on  the  part  of  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States,  after  a true  bill  had 
been  found  against  Robinson?  Is  not  this  interfer- 
ence tantamount  lo  an  attempt  to  forestall  the  opi- 
nion of  a New  York  jury,  upon  a case  which  sooner 
or  later,  must  come  before  them  for  a verdict  of  ac- 
quittal or  condemnation? 

I trust  this  subject  will  receive  the  consideration 
to  which  it  is  entitled.  I may  be  told  that  it  w'as 
necessary  that  the  govejrfinent  of  the  United  States 
should  take  this  case  under  its  especial  care,  be- 
cause England  has  threatened  vengeance  on  the  U. 
States,  if  but  a hair  of  the  head  of  McLeod  is  in- 
jured. But,  let  tne  ask,  did  we  complain,  when  the 
patriots,  as  they  styled  themselves,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  misguided  men  if  you  please,  who 
had  entered  Canada  in  aid  of  what  is  called  the  re- 
bellion, were  taken  up,  and  either  executed  or  trans- 
ported, under  the  mere  form  of  a trial?  Was  there 
any  attempt  on  the  part  ofthe  proper  authorities  of 
the  United  States,  to  arrest  the  course  of  the  law, 
martial  or  civil,  in  the  province  of  Canada?  No, 
sir,  they  had  their  trial,  such  as  it  was;  and  although 
condemned  for  the  political  offence  of  rearing  the 
standard  of  liberty  in  a land  of  despotism,  they  were 
consigned  to  an  ignominious  death,  and  suffered  the 
utmost  rigor  of  British  laws,  without  interference 
from  this  side  ofthe  line.  Why  should  not  the  laws 
of  New  York  take  their  course  in  a ease  like  this  of 
McLeod,  where  the  charge  is  the  murder  of  unof- 
fending citizens  under  cover  of  the  night,  in  our 
own  territory,  and  the  wanton  destruction  of  the 
property  of  a citizen  ofN.  York?  And  why  should 
we  and  our  laws  be  made  the  subject  of  interference 
from  any  quarter? 

Sir,  I trust  this  inquiry  will  be  instituted.  For  I 
hold  that  the  representatives  of  this  sovereign  state, 
and  through  them  the  sovereign  people  of  N.  York, 
have  a right  to  know  whether  there  has  been  any 
improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  executive 
ofthe  United  States,  with  our  local  jurisprudence, 
and  whether  the  executive  and  attorney  general  of 
this  state,  in  conjunction  with  officials  ofthe  gene- 
ral government,  have  sought  to  serene  a culprit 
from  justice,  in  a case  coming  exclusively  within 
the  cognizance  of  our  laws.  Anri  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  due  to  the  executive  and  to  the  attorney  gene- 
ral ol  this  state,  under  the  circumstances,  that  the 
facts  should  come  out — to  (he  end  that  if  there  has 
been  nothing  wrong  on  (heir  part,  they  may  be  ex- 
onerated— and  if  otherwise,  that  measures  rnav  be 
taken  to  assert  and  vindicate  the  sovereignty  of  the 
state  and  the  majesty  of  her  laws. 

Mr.  Hoffman  here  took  the  floor,  but  his  opening 
remark  was  not  distinctly  heard.  He  was  under- 
stood to  say,  that  in  one  resppet  at  least,  he  enter- 
tained similar  opinions  with  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  been  called 
a radical,  a stale  rights  man,  and  almost  every  other 
epithet  that  hail  been  in  use  with  the  one  party 
against  the  other.  He  meant  to  say  here,  (he  con- 
tinued) that  he  was  a state  rights  man  to  the  entire 
extent. 

As  the  law  of  this  state  stood  for  a long  period, 
(Mr.  II.  continued),  when  a person  was  indicted 
for  any  offence  whatever,  the  prosecuting  attorney 
had  a right,  against  the  will  ol  tho  court  and  on  his 
own  responsibility,  to  enter  a nolle  prosequi  to  the 
indictment.  He  did  it  as  a part  of  the  executive 
government,  and  under  the  high  responsibility  de- 
volving on  him.  It  was  part  of  the  wisdom  of  ages 
to  give  him  this  right.  I believe  he  ought  to  have 
it  now.  It  is  the  exercise  of  high  and  sovereign 
power,  made  necessary  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces. The  case  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Swackhamer),  way  be — I believe 
is — one  where  it  is  necessary  to  exercise  that  right. 
But  the  legislature  of  this  state,  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, growing  out  of  what  is  known  as  the 
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Morgan  excitement,  has  crippled  the  attorney  ge- 
neral in  (he  exercise  of  this  right.  I may  be  mis- 
taken, but  as  I understand  the  law,  if  lie  exercises 
it  now  it  must  be  by  consent  of  court,  and  the  ju- 
dicial tribunals  must  always  be  the  judges.  It  will 
be  seen  that  if  this  be  t Ire  law,  and  a case  should 
arise  in  which  the  sovereign  power  of  the  state,  not 
for  reasons  which  address  themselves  to  the  judi- 
cial tribunals,  but  for  political  reasons — I use  the 
term  in  the  highest  and  best  sense — for  reasons  of 
public  policy,  public  justice,  public  security  and  the 
public  peace — should  feel  itself  under  the  necessity 
of  staying  a prosecution,  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive might  be  and  would  be  most  seriously  inconve- 
nienced. 

I have  had  this  subject  under  consideration  at  my 
private  room.  It  is  one  of  a delicate  and  difficult 
nature.  I have  not  felt  at  liberty,  according  to  my 
sense  of  propriety,  to  canvass  the  matter  over  with 
members  generally.  What  I have  said  has  not  ex- 
tended beyond  my  colleague  and  messmate.  I have 
been  deterred  from  bringing  it  before  the  house, 
not  because  I though!  it  ought  not  to  be  brought 
here,  but  because  I was  unadvised  as  to  what  the 
action  of  the  federal  executive  and  of  this  state 
might  be.  I saw  very  well  that  it  might  he,  that 
the  United  States  government— I speak  of  the  exe- 
cutive government,  that  has  this  matter  specially  in 
charge,  and  whose  acts  may  result  in  peace  or  its  op- 
posite— might  mot  be  unwilling  to  hold  tins  thing 
where  it  is,  until  by  negotiation  between  the  two 
sovereignties,  the  case  might  be  reached.  It  was 
with  a view  that  I might  judge  rightly  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  under  an  apprehension  that  I might  inter- 
fere with  the  progress  of  the  matter  in  negotiation, 
that  I lorbore  to  bring  it  up. 

Let  me  be  more  explicit — because  questions  of 
this  nature  are  somewhat  new  to  us.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  our  powers  of  sovereignty,  limited  as  the}' 
are,  we  have  no  foreign  relations  in  theory.  But 
we  may  have  (hem  in  point  of  fact.  The  very  con- 
troversy with  Virginia,  shows  that  though  strictly 
we  can  have  no  controversy  with  a neighboring 
stale,  yet  you  may  have  them  in  point  of  fact. 
External  relations  do  exist.  Take,  for  example, 
this  very  case.  Suppose  the  sovereign  power  of 
Great  Britain  had  applied  directly  to  the  executive 
of  this  state,  amt  had  said  in  so  many  words,  we 
have  authoi  ised  and  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  act 
of  this  man.  You  have  him  and  are  prosecuting 
him  unto  death  before  your  judicial  tribunals.- — 
Would  it  be  an  answer  for  the  executive  to  say,  we 
can’t  hear  the  application — you  must  go  to  Wash- 
ington? Such  an  answer  might  be  given,  but  it  must 
be  apparent  to  what  result  it  might  lead.  The  so- 
veieigri  making  the  application  may  say  we  take  no 
notice  of  your  internal  arrangements — your  confede- 
ration— your  constitution.  We  find  you  here  in  em- 
bodied millions  under  an  organised  executive  go- 
vernment. We  find  you  here  seizing  on  one  of  our 
own  citizens  for  doing  an  act  which  vve  have  autho- 
rised, and  which  we  approve  of,  right  or  wrong,  and 
we  ask  his  release.  What,  sir,  is  the  alternative  pre- 
sented? Apologies,  polite  and  civil  expressions, such 
as  your  humble  servant,  at  the  end  of  a note,  may 
answer  very  well  in  private  life  to  get  rid  of  a dif- 
ficulty and  yet  say  nothing.  But  when  a sovereign 
speaks  he  means  something.  He  may  not  with- 
draw a request  without  dishonor  and  disgrace  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world.  The  request  once  made, 
sucli  in  my  judgment  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
govern  that  made  it.  He  must  have  an  answer. — 
The  sovereign  to  whom  it  is  addressed  may  or  may 
not,  at  his  pleasure,  reply;  but  he  assumes  on  him- 
self, whatever  may  be  his  course,  the  responsibili- 
ties of  his  position.  They  meet  each  other  face  to 
face,  the  embodied  communities,  as  it  were,  of 
which  they  are  the  heads — ttie  one  asking  the  re- 
lease and  tlie  other  refusing  it,  as  the  case  may  be; 
a,nd  in  the  judgment  of  the  civilized  world,  the 
question  must  be  brought  to  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment, or  the  reverse.  They  cannot  part  except  in 
friendship  or  hostility.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
an  appeal  or  certiorari  to  the  supreme  court  They 
must  separate  amicably,  or  resort  to  force  and  vio- 
lence. That  being  the  case,  I put  it  to  the  judg- 
ment of  this  house,  whether  the  attorney  general 
should  not  be  empowered,  without  consulting  the 
courts,  for  high  political  reasons,  to  withdraw  the 
indictment,  to  cease  the  prosecution,  and  thus  leave 
the  executive  government  to  consult  as  to  what  re- 
medy it  would  pursue,  under  the  law  and  the  con 
slitution,  for  an  injury  sought  now  to  be  punished 
through  the  judicial  tribunals. 

Mr.  H.  here  went  into  the  facts  connected  with 
tile  ease  of  McLeod.  Rebels,  he  said,  had  gained 
possession  of  Navy  Island.  They  were  largely 
drawn  Irom  the  United  States.  He  believed  lie 
might  say  their  general  and  commanding  officers 
were  citizens  of  the  0.  Slates.  With  hostile  vio- 
lence they  assailed  the  shore  of  the  neighboring 


province,  and  put  in  jeopardy  the  lives  and  proper- 
ty of  the  subjects  of  a power  with  which  we  were 
at  peace.  The  utmost  efforts  of  the  general  and 
state  governments,  acting  in  co  operation,  were  in- 
sufficient to  repress  this  movement,  or  to  roil  back 
from  the  Canada  shore  Itiis  cloud  of  danger  and  dis- 
turbance. By  the  rules  of  international  law,  the 
sovereign  whose  territory  was  thus  imminently  en- 
dangered, had  a right  to  repel  the  danger,  and  in 
the  language  of  a memorable  man,  now  no  more, 
if,  in  doing  so,  he  should  momentarily  pass  the  line 
between  his  own  and  the  territory  of  a friendly 
power,  the  act  might  be  a subject  of  negotiation 
or  complaint,  but  could  hardly  be  deemed  justifia- 
ble ground  of  war.  The  local  authorities  in  Cana- 
da believed  themselves  to  be  thus  endangered,  and 
believing  also  that  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to 
destroy  the  boat  which  they  knew  had  been  plying 
between  onr  territory  and  the  island  in  possession 
of  the  rebels — (to  use  their  own  term  in  their  own 
sense) — they  took  it  on  themselves  to  fit  out  an  ex- 
pedition ior  that  purpose.  Did  any  man  doubt,  that 
Ihey  thought  this  measure  necessary  and  a matter 
of  undoubted  right.  Whether  they  judged  light  or 
wrong  was  not  now  material  in  the  point  of  view 
in  which  the  subject  presented  itself  to  his  mind. 
Their  object  was  to  repel  the  danger  that  threaten- 
ed them.  They  resolved  to  destroy  the  boat,  and 
in  the  execution  of  that  design,  ordered  by  the  mi- 
litary authority,  they  unfortunately  destroyed  tile 
life  of  an  American  citizen  within  our  territory, 
and  for  this  the  acci*sed  stands  indicted  before  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  the  state. 

I submit  (continued  Mr.  H.)  to  this  bouse — I 
know  there  is  some  diversity  of  opinion  among  le- 
gal men — even  the  judges  may  hesitate  about  it — 
whether  an  act  of  this  kind,  (if  it  should  turn  out 
to  be  as  I have  stated  it)  judged  by  the  local  law, 
would  not  be  murder?  I put  it  to  those  who  have 
devoted  themselves  to  the  study  of  international 
law,  to  the  decisions  of  the  judicial  tribunals  that 
have  taken  cognizance  of  it,  especially  those  who 
have  been  led  to  look  into  the  decisions  of  the  ad- 
miralty courts,  whether  the  prisoner  car.  make  a 
defence  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  this  state, 
on  the  ground  that  the  state  of  which  he  was  a 
member  was  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion?  That 
the  authorities  there  ordered  him  on  this  duty?  I 
may  be  mistaken,  but  my  convictions  are  settled 
and  strong  that  he  must  be  judged  by  the  Iaw9  of 
t his  state,  and  that  though  he  may  have  been  act- 
ing in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  superior  offi- 
cer,Ihe  judicial  tribunals  must  consign  him  to  infamy 
and  death.  But  I put  it  to  the  sober  judgment  of 
this  house,  if  it  he  true  that  the  local  authorities  of 
Canada,  under  the  belief  that  they  were  imminent- 
ly endangered  by  the  hostile  gathering  on  Navy 
Island,  did  order  this  expedition,  and  that  it  was  un- 
der this  order  that  McLeod  acted;  whether  he  did 
not  do  for  his  country  what  every  man  not  only 
American  by  birth,  butevery  man  who  has  a spark 
of  American  feeling  in  him,  would  do  for  his  own? 
If,  sir,  sedition  or  rebellion  should  rage  on  the  bor- 
ders of  this  state,  its  standard  collecting  from  Cana- 
da, arms  and  munitions  of  war  as  well  as  recruits, 
preparatory  to  an  invasion  of  the  verv  iieart  of  the 
state — and  in  sight  of  Uip  forces  gathered  to  resist 
the  danger,  a boat  should  be  found  plying  daily  be- 
tween the  cainp  of  the  insurgents  and  the  opposite 
shore — and  if  under  the  belief  that  this  boat  was  in 
the  service  of  the  enemy,  orders  should  be  issued 
on  this  side,  to  destroy  it — is  there  any  man  in  this 
house — I will  not  insult  ihe  house  with  the  inquiry 
— I ask  if  there  is  any  man  in  this  state,  be  he  citi- 
zen or  foreigner,  who  ha3  set  his  foot  here  to  dwell, 
that  would  hesitate  one  moment  to  obey  the  or- 
der?— For  my  own  part,  standing  here  in  the  face 
of  this  house  and  the  country,  though  with  a frame 
unsuited  to  engage  in  conflicts  of  violence,  I am 
not  prepared  to  confess  to  that  degree  of  human 
baseness  that  would  make  me  hesitate  to  obey'. — 
And  I affirm  for  all  others — for  my  own  constitu- 
ents, who  breasted  the  shock  which  resulted  in  the 
independence  of  the  country,  and  who  went  again 
into  the  conflict  when  the  conflict  was  renewed  — 
that  there  is  not  a rnan  of  tiiem  that  under  such 
circumstances  would  have  faltered  in  girding  him- 
self to  battle,  and  contributing  his  best  services  and 
his  means  towards  repelling  the  expected  invasion. 

I say  therefore,  whatever  the  judicial  tribunals 
may  determine  as  to  the  accused,  that  he  is  not  guil- 
ty of  murder.  I say  that  in  what  he  did,  he  render- 
ed service  to  his  country,  which  every  American 
freeman  has  ever  been  willing  to  render,  and  cheer- 
fully. The  sovereign  for  whom  lie  acted  has  ap- 
proved the  act,  and  in  that  approval  assumes  the 
entire  responsibility  of  it.  If  it  had  been  done  in 
time  of  war,  it  would  have  been  deemed  an  act  of 
ordinary  warfare.  It  is  for  these  high  reasons  of 
public  policy  that  I say  the  executive  government 
should  be  empowered  to  withdraw  the  indictment. 


Judged  by  our  law  he  must  be  condemned  and  ex- 
ecuted, and  I believe  there  is  no  escape  for  him. 
Judged  by  those  high  moral  principles  that  consti- 
tute the  basis  of  human  society,  he  is  not  guilty. 
To  execute  him  would  be  to  stain  the  state  with  the 
guilt  of  murder — to  draw  down  upon  us  the  re- 
proaches of  the  civilized  world.  It  would  be  to 
invoke  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  against  a people 
that  should  thus  outrage  the  dictates  of  humanity 
and  patriotism.  I say  that  if  we  were  armed  to-day, 
and  in  the  field — if  the  military  force  not  only  of 
these  two  millions  of  people  but  of  the  sixteen  mil- 
lions with  whom  we  are.  united,  were  now  mar- 
shalled to  punish  this  aggression  on  our  territory, 
they  should  send  this  man  before  them  with  a safe 
conduct  to  his  sovereign.  Ttie  controversy  is  not 
with  him.  To  prosecute  him  is  revenge — to  exe- 
cute him  13  murder.  Send  him  to  his  sovereign — 
the  sovereign  he  has  served  as  we  would  serve  ours. 
It  we  have  cause  of  complaint,  let  us  wage  war, 
not  against  the  individual,  but  against  the  nation  in 
whose  name  and  by  whose  authority  he  acted.  Let 
us  take  care,  that  in  the.  event  of  an  appeal  to  our 
sister  states  and  to  our  own  people  for  their  co-ope- 
ration against  invasion  from  abroad,  we  do  not  in 
advance  enfeeble  our  cause  by  punishing  in  the 
person  of  an  enemy  that  whieli  we  must  not  only 
commend  in  a citizen  of  our  own  slate,  but  on  which 
we  must  rely  for  success.  No,  no  sir.  If  we  ex- 
pect the  blessing  of  Heaven  to  be  with  us  in  any  of 
these  controversies,  as  it  was  with  our  forefathers — 
if  we  expect  the  deep  toned  religious  sentiment 
that  distinguishes  us  as  above  every  other  country 
under  Heaven  to  go  with  us — if  the  open  courage 
and  magnanimity  which  marks  our  army  and  navy, 
is  to  be  enlisted  warmly  in  our  cause  in  any  future 
conflict — let  us  not  slain  the  banner  under  which 
they  are  to  rally.  So  also,  in  reference  to  the  ad- 
journed controversies  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain — would  it  he  wise  to  draw  upon  our- 
selves in  advance  of  any  collision  that  may  occur, 
the  prejudices  of  the  civilized  world?  Who  does 
not  see  that  in  a controversy  for  territory  with  a 
nation  that  has  grasped  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  people  in  the  east — that  has  not  only 
seized  on  the  new  continent  of  the  South  Pacific, 
hut  a part  also  of  the  continent  of  Africa — that  has, 
in  a word  extended  itself  every  where — it  is  im- 
portant that  we  retain  what  the  character  and  ge- 
nius of  our  institutions  have  won  for  us  abroad — r 
mean  the  favorable  judgment  and  partialities  of  the 
civilized  world!  But  when  the  story  shall  be  told 
that  it  required  all  the  energy  of  the  general  and 
state  governments  to  prevent  certain  restless  spirits 
on  our  borders  from  rushing  into  a neighboring  pro- 
vince in  lime  0f  peace — that  after  this  man  had  been 
indicted  arid  committed  and  set  at  liberty  on  bail,  he 
was  again  consigned  to  imprisonment  at  the  behest 
of  a mob — rely  upon  it,  sir,  this  mob  which  num- 
bered perhaps  more  stumps  than  men,  will  figure 
abroadras  the  people  themselves,  and  it  will  be  be- 
lievedito  be  the  result  of  the  ascendancy  of  mob  vio- 
lence in  this  country  over  law  and  order.  Not  one 
of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  in  Europe,  but 
will  set  that  down  in  the  account  against  us.  I3  it 
prudent  or  politic  that  we  should  ann  against  us  the 
prejudices  of  the  civilized  world  in  a contest  of  the 
kind  I have  alluded  to? 

I beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  that  postponement  is 
no  remedy — that  this  matter  must  be  brought  to  an 
amicable  adjustment,  or  that  hostilities  will  be  the 
result — tli at  the  parties  to  this  controversy  must 
either  separate  in  perfect  kindness,  or  resort  to  the 
ultimatum  of  sovereigns.  I ask  if  it  be  wiser  to 
put  this  inan  forward  in  the  front  of  this  controver- 
sy, than  to  place  ourselves  in  the  commanding,  that 
any  gentleman  should  have  taken  the  position  ho- 
norable, generous  position  1 have  endeavored  to 
point  out?  For  ray  own  part,  I am  entirely  willing, 
nay  anxious,  that  this  man  should  go  from  among 
us — that  the  controversy  should  be  carried  on  be- 
tween the  sovereignties  of  tile  United  States  and 
Great  Britain — and  I submit  cheerfully  to  the  result. 

1 trust,  since  this  question  has  come  here  that  our 
action  may  be  such  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
executive  government  to  give  this  man  a safe  con- 
duct to  his  sovereign.  Let  us  have  the  controver- 
sy on  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  regard  to  which  the 
whole  civilized  world  will  coincide  witli  us.  If 
therefore,  this  call  is  made  on  the  executive,  I trust 
it  will  he  qualified  in  the  usual  manner,  in  order 
that  he  may  not  be  obliged  to  respond  if  he  shall 
deem  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest 
to  do  so — for  although  vve  may  command  him,  yet 
this  is  a point  on  which  lie  should  be  left  to  judge 
for  himself,  on  his  responsibility  as  a chief  magis- 
trate. But  after  all,  that  in  my  judgment  is  not 
the  best  disposition  that  may  be  made  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  part  that  belongs  to  us  is  evident.  It  is 
to  correct  the  error  in  the  existing  law — and  I there- 
fore move 
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That  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  pro- 
viding for  the  entry  of  a nolle  prosequi  on  the  in- 
dictment against  Alexander  McLeod,  and  for  his  safe 
conduct. 

Mr.  O’Sullivan  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear 
the  opening  of  the  remarks  which  the  gentleman 
from  Herkimer  had  so  eloquently  continued  and 
concluded.  He  rejoiced,  however,  sincerely  that 
this  subject  had  now  been  introduced,  and  he  could 
not  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  direction  now 
proposed  to  be  given  to  it  would  succeed.  It  was 
precisely  that  which  had  commended  itself  to  his 
judgment  while  the  gentleman  from  Herkimer  was 
speaking,  and  which  he  designed  to  propose  as  soon 
as  he  could  get  the  floor.  There  was  scarcely  a 
member  of  the  house  that  had  not  probably  be- 
stowed some  reflection  on  the  peculiar  difficulties 
which  this  unfortunate  McLeod  question  presents 
to  this  country — and  that  reflection  could  scarcely 
have  led  any  mind  to  any  other  than  the  one  ob- 
vious conclusion,  that  the  great  difficulty  grows 
out  of  the  peculiar  relations  that  subsist  between 
the  federal  and  state  governments — -the  one  repre- 
senting the  combined  nationality  of  twenty-six  se- 
veral sovereignties  as  regards  foreign  powers, 
while  on  the  other  hand  each  sovereignty  has  over 
its  own  territory  complete  municipal  jurisdiction. 
This  case  connected  itself  directly  with  both  these 
separate  and  parallel  sovereignties,  and  as  in  the 
case  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  so  in  this  of 
McLeod,  if  any  collision  should  grow  out  of  it,  it 
might  be  safely  said  to  be  entirely  attributable  to 
the  conflicting  rights  and  powers  of  the  general 
and  state  governments.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  municipal  and  local  law  of  New  York,  in 
the  absence  of  legislative  interposition,  must  take 
its  course  in  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  individual 
whose  conduct  has  brought  him  within  the  reach 
of  its  application.  There  resided  no  power  in  the 
federal  government,  no  rightful  authority  in  the 
executive  of  this  state,  to  interpose  to  arrest  the 
due  regular  course  of  the  law.  He  rejoiced  sin- 
cerely that  a postponement  had  been  been  made  of 
a decision  of  this  case  until  September — chiefly  be- 
cause it  would  afford  us  time  for  that  interposition 
which  he  thought  we  were  called  on  by  every  con- 
sideration of  justice  and  magnanimity  to  make.  He 
concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Herkimer,  that 
to  execute  the  individual  in  question,  would  be  an 
atrocity  even  more  atrocious  than  the  ordinary  in- 
fliction of  the  barbarian  punishment  of  death — 
that  the  event  would  shroud  this  whole  land  in 
mourning,  not  less  sincere  than  that  whose  insignia 
still  surrounded  that  hall.  At  the  same  time  there 
was  no  power  in  this  land,  save  the  supreme  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  state,  that  could  arrest  such 
a result,  and  he  most  sincerely  hoped  that  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  and  to  obviate  the  peculiar  dif- 
ficulties that  invested  this  subject  in  its  present 
shape,  the  motion  to  refer  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Simmons  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  question, 
and  he  regretted  that  the  mover  of  the  inquiry,  as 
well  as  the  gentleman  from  Herkimer  vrho  had 
spoken  so  eloquently,  had  not  reflected  that  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  nothing 
could  be  more  improper  than  the  expression  ot  any 
opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  this  indivi- 
dual— and  particularly  to  compare  his  case  with 
that  of  Robinson’s. 

Mr.  Swaclfhanier  denied  that  he  had,  in  the  sense 
intimated.  He  compared  the  case  of  Robinson  un- 
der indictment,  (not  under  sentence)  to  that  of 
McLeod  under  indictment — nothing  more. 

Mr.  Simmons  repeated  then,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  improper  than  to  express  opinions  that 
might  have  an  effect  out  of  doors  prejudicial  to  the 
prisoner,  and  he  hoped  the  reporters  would  see  the 
propriety  of  excluding  it  from  their  papers.  On 
the  other  point,  he  desired  merely  to  state  that  the 
executive  authority  of  this  stale  were  not  inatten- 
tive to  the  case  in  question.  All  he  could  state 
then  was  that  the  attorney  general  yesterday  placed 
in  his  hands  a bill  which  he  desired  should  pass, 
directing  the  chief  justice  to  appoint  a special 
circuit,  for  the  trial  of  this  person  at  some  other 
place  than  the  county  of  Niagara.  It  had  been 
delayed  in  order  to  have  a full  meeting  of  his  com- 
mittee. He  forbore  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  case,  under  such  a resolution  as  this. 
He  deprecated  any  such  expression  on  the  part  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  where  the  individual 
might  be  tried,  as  calculated  to  aggravate  the  ex- 
isting cause  of  complaint,  and  he  hoped  to  hear  no 
remarks  calculated  prematurely  to  prejudge  the 
case. 

Mr.  Richmond  said  the  original  resolution  met 
his  view,  and  he  should  vote  lor  it.  He  could  not 
see  how  any  harm  could  grow  out  of  it.  Mr.  R. 
took  the  occasion  to  correct  some  impressions  which 
he  said  had  gone  abroad  and  which  had  now  been 


repeated  on  the  floor.  He  denied  that  this  steam- 
boat was  in  the  practice  daily  of  running  between 
Schlosser  and  Navy  Island.  He  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  was  on  the  island,  as  a visitor  (for  he 
had  not  the  courage  to  fight)  the  day  the  boat  came 
down  for  the  first  time,  and  that  she  was  burnt  that 
very  night.  This  fact  alone  was  sufficient  he  said 
to  rebut  the  idea  that  its  presence  in  those  waters 
could  well  be  deemed  dangerous  to  the  British 
power,  at  all  events  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant 
the  invasion  of  our  territory  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  and  destroying  her.  He  believed  that  act 
was  prompted  by  vindictive  and  retaliatory  feel- 
ings, and  not  as  a measure  of  mere  self  defence. — 
Nor  could  he  assent  to  the  idea  that  they  who  cut 
out  the  Caroline  did  no  more  than  our  citizens 
would  have  done  under  like  circumstances.  No 
man  on  the  floor  could  have  a higher  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Herkimer  than  he  (Mr.  R.)  had; 
but  he  feared  the  result  of  the  idea  going  abroad 
from  this  hall,  that  such  as  invaded  our  territory 
under  orders  from  the  authorities  in  Canada,  under 
circumstances  like  these,  were  not  amenable  to  our 
laws,  but  that  their  acts  of  violence  and  bloodshed 
were  in  fact  the  acts  of  their  sovereign,  and  were 
to  be  redressed  by  negotiation  or  a resort  to  war. 
No  man  could  believe  that  these  difficulties  in  Ca- 
nada were  ended.  Situated  as  that  province  w’as, 
bordering  for  thousands  of  miles  on  this  free  repub- 
lic, its  inhabitants  imbibing  and  cherishing  a re- 
newed attachment  to  our  institutions  and  laws  and 
a hatred  of  their  own,  who  could  doubt  that  at  in- 
tervals and  upon  every  favorable  opportunity,  they 
would  endeavor  at  least  to  assert  their  liberty? — 
Was  it  wise  in  view  of  such  results  to  put  forth  the 
idea  that  the  authorities  there,  and  those  under 
them  might  invade  our  territory,  without  being 
held  personally  amenable  to  our  laws?  He  did  not 
mean  to  justify  the  transportation  of  troops  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  into  a country  with  which  we  were 
at  peace;  for  that  was  not  this  case,  nor  could  it  be 
justified  on  any  principle  of  good  faith  as  between 
nations.  But  he  did  protest  against  one  rule 
being  enforced  against  our  citizens  in  Canada,  and 
another  and  more  lenient  rule  adopted  against  Ca- 
nadians committing  like  offences  here.  Those  who 
went  from  this  side  into  Canada,  to  take  part  in  the 
rebellion,  were  tried  summarily  by  a drum-head 
court  martial — tried  one  day  and  hung  the  next. — 
He  would  not  retaliate  injury  for  injury; — but  as  an 
American  citizen  he  would  say  to  the  Canadians,  if 
you  come  over  here  and  commit  murders  upon  un- 
armed citizens,  (for  this  boat  was  unarmed — not  a 
firelock  on  board)  you  come  within  the  cognizance 
of  our  laws,  and  if  caught  and  convicted,  you  must 
expect  to  suffer  the  punishment  which  the  law  has 
prescribed  for  our  own  citizens.  He  believed  he 
spoke  the  sentiment  of  all  parties  in  this  country, 
as  expressed  in  their  leading  journals,  when  he  in- 
sisted that  if  McLeod  was  guilty,  the  U.  States 
government  could  not  rightfully  step  in  to  arrest 
the  course  of  justice. 

Mr.  Culver  took  ground  against  the  instructions, 
though  he  was  disposed  to  go  for  the  original  in- 
quiry. His  objection  was  that  the  instructions 
would  be  deemed  to  be  an  expression  on  the  part  of 
the  house  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accus- 
ed. And  lest  the  sentiments  so  fearlessly  and  man- 
fully put  forth  by  the  gentleman  from  Herkimer, 
should  be  considered  as  the  sentiments  of  the  house, 
he  desired  to  enter  his  dissent  to  another  view  of 
the  subject — and  that  was  that  an  individual  who 
has  committed  depredations  and  murders  on  our 
territory,  under  the  orders  of  his  government,  should 
be  permitted  to  shield  himself  behind  that  govern- 
ment. He  objected  to  holding  out  this  sort  of  en- 
couragement to  the  thousands  that  were  ready  to 
avail  themselves  of  any  excuse  to  invade  our  terri- 
tory, burn  our  dwellings  and  murder  their  inmates. 
He  objected  to  the  idea  that  the  offence  charged 
against  McLeod  could  be  repaired  by  negotiation. 
The  British  government  might  give  us  another 
steamboat,  but  could  she  give  us  back  the  life  of  a 
citizen?  There  was  no  way  to  obtain  redress  for 
the  outraged  law  but  the  mode  which  our  laws  pro- 
vided. He  that  takes  the  life  of  a citizen  on  our 
territory  must  take  care  that  he  has  authority  for 
it  by  our  law,  which  he  is  bound  to  know  and  obey. 
He  protested  against  the  inference  going  out,  that 
in  the  opinion  of  this  house  the  order  of  some  Al- 
lan McNab  on  the  other  side,  would  be  a justifica- 
tion for  any  enormities  on  this  side  the  line.  He 
took  it  on  himself  to  say  that  it  was  not  the  steam- 
boat merely  that  our  neighbois  sought  to  destroy 
— but  the  feeling  of  sympathy,  pervading  all  classes 
and  parties  on  this  side,  in  favor  of  the  oppressed 
on  the  other,  that  it  was  the  object  by  that  act  to 
punish.  That  feeling  he  would  have  them  to 
know,  was  irrepressible  here.  It  was  common  to 
all.  It  was  kindred  to  that  of  ’76.  Like  a Con- 
necticut beer  barrel,  it  would  work  even  on  Sunday 


morning.  It  was  this  feeling,  no  doubt,  that  had 
excited  our  neighbors  at  the  north  against  the 
states.  It  was  the  fear  of  the  influence  of  free  in  • 
stitutions  and  free  thinkers  on  their  own  tottering 
dynasty  that  gave  the  impulse  to  their  outrages 
upon  us.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  but  lor 
some  cowardly  leaders  of  their  own,  and  some  co- 
wardly heroes  of  Navy  Island,  what  is  now  called 
rebellion  would  have  been  chronicled  as  a revolu- 
tion. As  to  the  particular  outrage  in  question,  he 
had  only  to  say  that  British  gold  would  not  make 
amends  for  it.  If  the  individual  charged  with  a 
participation  in  it,  were  really  guilty,  he  must  an- 
swer for  the  offence  to  the  violated  law  of  the  state 
— and  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice  to  decide 
now  in  advance  of  the  verdict  of  a jury,  upon  his 
guilt  or  innocence. 

Mr.  L.  S.  Chalfield  said  he  should  not  have  felt 
justified  in  taking  the  floor,  but  for  the  extrordinary 
course  of  the  gentleman  from  Herkimer.  He  was 
willing  to  concede  that  few  men  were  endowed  with 
the  gift  of  persuasive  eloquence  to  so  eminent  a de- 
gree as  that  gentleman,  and  fewer  still  perhaps  that 
could  lay  claim  to  equal  power  in  making  the  wrong 
appear  the  better  reason.  He  was  sensibly  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction,  during  that  gentleman’s 
remarks,  that  had  they  been  uttered  in  the  British 
parliament,  they  would  have  earned  lor  him  a re- 
putation across  the  water,  such  as  few  men  have 
ever  reached  there.  1 consider  that  speech,  (said 
Mr.  C.)  as  altogether  un-American  and  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  principles  and  doctrines  that  should 
ever  characterize  this  country  in  its  national,  or  its 
citizens  in  their  individual  capacities.  I do  not 
make  these  remarks  with  reference  to  the  actual 
position  of  affairs;  for  had  the  state  of  things  been 
different,  then  the  gentleman’s  remarks  would  have 
been  proper  and  well  applied.  If  at  the  time  to 
which  the  resolution  points,  the  two  countries  had 
been  in  open  hostility,  the  doctrines  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Herkimer  would  have  been  the  only  re- 
ceived doctrines  in  a civilized  country.  But  such 
was  not  the  condition  of  things.  At  the  time  of  the 
invasion  of  our  soil  under  the  orders  of  McNab,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  the  tw'o  countries 
were  in  a state  of  profound  peace,  under  treaty  sti- 
pulations which  secured  to  each  all  the  rights  deem- 
ed desirable  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  entered  into. 
Although  there  was  rebellion  in  Canada;  although  a 
portion  of  her  majesty’s  subjects  had  become  dis- 
satisfied with  their  political  condition,  and  had  at- 
tempted to  throw  of  the  British  yoke;  although  a 
few  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  entered 
warmly  into  the  cause  of  the  insurgents  under  an 
ardent  desire  that  not  a vestige  of  monarchy  should 
pollute  the  soil  of  this  hemisphere;  yet  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries  were  not  disturbed.  The 
course  adopted  by  this  government  was  the  true 
course.  Instead  of  encouiaging  this  feeling  here, 
or  conniving  at-  the  acts  to  which  it  led,  the  U.  States 
government  did  all  in  its  power  to  suppress  it,  and  to 
prevent  our  citizens  from  compromising  our  neutra- 
lity. Those  who  invaded  the  territory  of  Great 
Britain,  did  it  on  their  own  responsibility  and  risk  as 
individuals,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  and 
authority  of  this  government.  As  might  have  been 
anticipated,  the  British  government  took  the  same 
course  in  regard  to  these  men,  that  this  state  through 
its  judicial  tribunals  is  now  about  to  take  in  regard 
to  McLeod.  Whenever  they  found  a citizen  of  the 
U.  States  within  their  territory,  in  a hostile  attitude, 
they  subjected  that  citizen  to  the  authority  of  the 
law  of  the  territory  he  had  invaded,  and  in  many 
instances,  they  were  executed  according  to  the  sen- 
tences of  their  tribunals.  This  was  their  course. 
And  why  should  not  we  pursue  the  same  course  in 
regard  to  a British  subject  who  has  invaded  our 
territory?  Where  is  the  distinction  between  the  two 
cases?  It  it  was  right  for  her  majesty  to  treat  as 
culprits  those  who  had  passed  the  line  in  a hostile 
attitude;  to  try  them  before  the  local  tribunals,  and 
to  execute  them  under  the  laws  of  England,  I ask, 
why  we  may  not  do  the  same  thing,  in  a like  case? 
Because  it  is  conceded  that  the  Caroline,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  murders  were  committed  on  her 
decks,  was  within  our  territory. 

I think  the  two  cases  precisely  parallel.  I be- 
lieve the  British  government  have  not  recognized 
this  act  as  theirs.  Every  body  who  has  read  what 
has  transpired  in  parliament  must  have  marked  how 
cautiously  lord  Palmerston  has  steered  clear  of  any 
such  acknowledgment.  On  every  occasion  he  has 
evaded  a direct  answer  to  the  questions  put  to  him. 
The  only  tangible  information  extorted  from  Pal- 
merston was  that  Mr.  Fox  had  been  directed  to  de- 
mand the  surrender  of  McLeod,  and  in  case  ol  a re- 
fusal to  demand  his  passpoits.  But  suppose  he  had 
acknowledged  the  act  as  having  been  done  under 
the  authority  of  Great  Britain?  Thedifficultyth.cn 
would  be  that  the  acknowledgment  comes  too  late, 
having  been  deferred  until  the  individual  felons 
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have  been  arrested  /u 1 treated  as  such.  At  the  time 
tile  matter  was  offi/ally  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
British  governmen,  it  was  its  duly  to  have  recog- 
nized or  repudiate  the  act  as  hers.  Not  having 
done  so,  I repeat, the  American  government  had  no 
alternative  but  t(seize  the  persons  guilty  of  the  ag- 
gression, and  put  the  law  in  operation.  That  has 
been  done.  ABritish  subject  has  been  seized  and 
indicted,  and  i guilty  sir,  I would  hang  him.  I 
would  never  couch,  or  truckle,  or  cringe,  to  the  as- 
sumed omnij/otence  of  Great  Britain.  I would 
never/ield  ati  American  right  because  Great  Bri- 
tain i i strong  or  dictatorial  or  exacting.  I would 
nevrr  submit  in  silence  under  a knowledge  of  tile 
fac*  that  an  American  citizen  had  been  sacrificed  as 
a uctim  to  British  insolence.  If  Great  Britain  ac- 
knowledges the  act,  then  1 would  have  satisfaction. 
J would  compel  them  to  make  restitution  or  1 
would  resort  to  the  last  alternative.  I go  for  the 
resolution,  and  against  the  reference  to  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  L.  Habbell  expressed  his  concurrence  for  once, 
in  every  word  that  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
last  up,  regretting  at  the  same  time  that  any  gentle- 
tnan  should  have  taken  the  position  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Herkimer,  whom  he  represented  as 
having  attempted  to  justify  the  murder  of  an  Ame- 
rican citizen. 

Mr.  O'  Sullivan,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hoffman, 
felt  bound  to  correct  what  he  said  was  a manifest 
misapprehension  of  the  tendency  of  that  gentleman’s 
remai  fcs. 

Mr.  L.  HubbelL  resumed,  saying  that  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  gentleman  was  not  in  his  seat,  but 
insisting  that  he  could  not  be  mistaken.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  he  resided  in  a county  in  which  the 
relatives  of  the  murdered  Abraham  Durfee  now 
lived,  and  that  not  a breeze  came  over  the  green 
hills  of  that  county  that  did  not  tell  to  every  deni- 
zen  of  it  that  there  was  a widowed  mother  and  or- 
phan children  dependent  on  their  bounty,  and  that 
the  felon  who  perpetrated  the  deed,  standing  on  the 
borders  of  our  own  state,  justified  the  deed  and  glo- 
ried in  the  act  of  having  shed  the  blood  of  an  Ame- 
rican citizen — 

Mr.  Simmons  could  not  hear  this.  He  protested 
against  such  language  on  that  floor  in  leference  to 
any  individual  awaiting  his  trial  before  a jury  oi  this 
state. 

Mr.  Hubbell  was  sorry  to  disturb  the  feelings  of 
the  gentleman  from  Essex;  but  lie  spoke  the  senti- 
ments (tie  said)  ot  ttie  people  of  New  York;  and  he 
went  on  to  tell  those  who  sustained  the  proposition 
to  send  tins  man  home,  that  the  governor  would  sign 
lio  law  for  that  purpose,  arid  that  if  he  did,  the  peo- 
ple would  not  ratify  it.  He  ;Mr.  H.)  stood  there, 
he  said,  to  justify  those,  w ho  at  Lockport,  when  a 
judge,  w ithout  discretion,  instigated  by  Biitish  emis- 
saries, was  about  to  set  at  liberty,  the  culprit  who 
stands  charged  with  murder,  interposed  to  prevent 
it.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  lie  been  there  would  have  stood 
around  the  jail,  and  would  have  united  in  preventing 
the  release  of  the  culprit  through  the  folly  or  corrup- 
tion of  the  judge.  He  averred  that  there  was  not 
power  enough — there  was  not  gold  enough  in  Great 
Britain  to  take  this  man’s  body  out  of  the  county 
of  Niagara,  until  he  shall  have  gone  through  the  foi  m 
of  a trial.  It  was  enough  to  know  that  lie  was  a 
man  who  gloried  in  having  shed  the  blood  of  a citi- 
zen ol  this  state.  He  (Mr.  H.)  believed  he  did  shed 
the  blood  of  a citizen. 

Mr.  Simmons  again  interposed,  deprecating  a 
couise  calculated  to  prevent  a fair  trial,  in  this  state 
at  least. 

Mr.  L.  Hubbell’s  answer  was  that  if  not  guilty  he 
was  a liar— il  guilty  he  was  a murderer. 

Mr.  A’.  C.  Hawleyfxpressed  a wish  to  be  heard 
be  lore  the  vote  was  taken,  but  the  hour  being  late, 
moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Duer  thought  the  resolution  should  not  go 
abroad  w ithout  the  vote  of  the  house  on  it.  He 
should  teel  alarmed  for  the  peace  of  the  frontier  other- 
wise. 

The  house  refused  to  adjourn,  when  Mr.  Hoffman 
rose,  but  gave  way  to  Mr.  Holley,  who  said  it  was 
out  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Herkimer  that  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  again.  He 
added  that  he  regie-tted  the  introduction  of  the  reso- 
lution. He  would  not  discuss  it.  He  thought  it  in- 
discreet to  do  so,  for  reasons  that  would  be  obvious. 
He  would  only  say  that  he  could  not  think  of  going 
for  the  instructions,  because  they  judged  this  whole 
case.  All  knew'  that  the  question  of  the  disposition 
ol  McLeod,  was  one  that  agitated  this  state  and 
country  from  one  end  to  the  other.  All  knew  it  to 
be  a subject  in  regard  to  which  the  general  govern- 
ment and  Great  Britain  were  negotiating;  and  we 
could  not  know  enough  of  the  slate  of  the^question, 
between  ttie  parties,  to  undertake  to  step  in  here 
and  cut  off  the  whole  matter.  Whenever  the  na- 
tional government  should  intimate  to  us  that  there  I 


are  difficulties  which  require  the  action  of  the  seve- 
ral state  governments,  that  would  be  communicated 
to  us.  Until  then  no  action  seemed  to  bim  called  for. 

Mr.  Kelsey  here  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  agreed  to. 


The  following  version  of  the  case  of  McLeod,  we 
extract  from  a late  number  of  the  London  Exami- 
ner. 

THE  SEIZURE  OF  THE  "CARMINE.” 

We  believe  that  the  general  excitement  respecting 
Mr.  McLeod  rests  upon  the  assumption  of  the  fol- 
lowing facts.  That  he  either  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  or,  if  concerned  in  it, 
acted  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  British  govern- 
ment; ttiat  tlie  service  on  which  he  was  employed 
(supposing  him  to  have  been  actually  engaged  in  it) 
was  a lawful  act  of  self-defence;  that  the  responsibi- 
lity of  the  act  was  assumed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment; that  it  lias  been  the  subject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween ttie  countries,  and  that  Mr.  McLeod  therefore 
is  obviously  irresponsible,  whatever  be  the  course 
which  the  negotiations  may  take;  that  notwithstand- 
ing lhi3  lie  has  been  arrested  by  the  war  party  in  the 
state  of  N.  York,  that  an  indictment  has  been  found 
against  him  on  perjured  evidence,  that  after  the  judge 
had,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  admitted  him  to  bail,  an 
American  mob  prevented  his  reclaiming  his  liberty; 
that,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  our  am- 
bassador, he  is,  in  violation  to  public  law  to  be  tried; 
that  he  will  probably  be  convicted,  and  without  our 
forcible  intervention,  hanged;  and  that  our  honor  and 
our  duty  to  one  of  our  fellow  subjects  require  us  to 
rescue  him,  though  it  be  at  the  expense  of  a war. 

Happily  of  this  assumption  only  a portion,  and 
that  not  ttie  most  material  portion  of  it  is  true;  and  we 
shall  show  the  degree  in  which  it  is  inaccurate  by 
stating  the  real  facts  of  the  case. 

In  December,  1837,  a set  of  ruffians  consisting  of 
several  hundred  of  Canadian  refugees  and  American 
borderers,  seized  Navy  Island,  an  island  within  Bri- 
tish waters,  and  from  thence  attempted,  though  in- 
effectually lo  cannonade  the  British  village  of  Chip 
pew  a,  and  threatened  an  actual  invasion  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Upper  Canada.  To  prevent  this  a body  of 
militia,  commanded  by  Mr.  Marnab,  the  speaker  of 
ttie  house  of  assembly  were  ordered  to- the  frontier. 

‘ He  received  orders,”  says  sirFrancis  Head,  (see 
his  despatcli  20th  January,  1838),  “to  act  on  the  de- 
fensive only,  and  to  be  careful  not  to  do  any  act  of 
which  the  American  government  could  justly  com- 
plain as  a breach  ol  neutrality.  On  the  28tli  of  De- 
cember, positive  information  was  given  that  a small 
steamboat,  the  Caroline,  had  been  hired  by  the  pi- 
rates who  called  themselves  patriots,  to  be  employed 
in  carrying  down  cannon,  and  other  stores  and  men, 
between  Fort  Schlosser  (on  the  American  side)  and 
Navy  Island.  He  resolved  if  she  came  and  engaged 
in  this  service,  to  take  or  destroy  her.  She  did  come 
down,  she  transported  a piece  of  artillery  and  other 
stores  to  the  island,  and  made  repeated  passages  be- 
tween it  and  tile  shore. 

In  the  night  he  sent  a party  of  militia  it  appears 
from  capt.  Drew’s  despatch,  that  the}'  were  volun- 
teers, in  boats,  with  orders  to  take  or  destroy  her. 
They  found  the  Caroline  moored  to  the  wharf,  oppo- 
site to  the  inn  at  Fort  Schlosser.  On  her  deck  was 
an  armed  party.  She  was  boarded,  and  after  a re- 
sistance, in  which  some  desperate  wounds  were  in- 
flicted upon  the  assailants,  site  was  carried.  If  any 
peaceable  subjects  of  the  United  States  perished  in 
ttie  conflict,  it  was  and  is  equally  unknown,  or  whe- 
ther any  such  were  there.  Before  this  vessel  wras 
taken,  not  a gun  had  been  fired  by  the  force  under 
the  orders  of  col.  Macnab.  The  party  loosed  the 
vessel  from  ttie  wharf,  set  her  on  fire,  and  let  her 
drift  down  the  stream;”  that  is  over  the  Niagara  falls. 
Such  are  the  facts  as  stated  by  sir  F.  Head,  and  they 
appear  to  be  substantially  correct.  Mr.  Maicv,  the 
governor  of  New  York,  states  officially  tile  number 
of  persons  killed  on  board  the  vessel,  or  destroyed 
with  her  as  she  went  down  the  falls  at  twelve,  be- 
sides one  shot  on  the  wharf,  but  it  lias  subsequently 
appeared,  that  this  was  an  exaggeration.  Mr.  For- 
syth, the  American  secretary  of  state,  complained  to 
Mr.  Fox,  our  minister  at  Washington,  of  the  attack 
made  on  Caroline  while  moored  to  the  American 
shore.  Mr.  Fox  defends  it  on  the  ground  of  self- 
defence,  and  the  apparent  inability  of  ttie  New’  York 
authorities  to  control  the  ruffians  who  sallied  from 
her  shores  to  attack  ours. 

“This  extraordinary  state  of  things,”  he  adds 
“seems  to  have  impelled  her  majesty’s  subjects  in 
Upper  Canada  to  consult  their  own  security  by  pur- 
suing and  destroying  the  vessel  of  their  piratical  ene- 
my wheresoever  they  might  find  her.” 

Mr.  Forsyth  in  his  reply,  “denied  that  the  facts 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Fox  were  a justification;  the 
American  government  having  adopted  measures, 
prompt,  vigorous  and  successful,  to  repress  the  un- 
lawful interference  of  their  inhabitants — the  great 


obstacle  to  which  was  the  excitement  occasioned  by 
the  burning  of  the  Caroline.” 

Mr.  Fox  in  his  reply,  refers  Mr.  Forsyth  to  her 
majesty’s  government  in  England. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  his  formal  complaint  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  in  England,  and  that  government 
returned  no  answer.  Under  such  circumstances  Mr. 
McLeod,  who  is  supposed  not  to  have  really  taken 
part  in  the  affair,  (though  his  brother  was  present), 
lias  more  than  once  visited  New  York,  and,  as  wre 
understand,  boasted  to  the  English  party  there,  that 
he  had  shared  the  glory  of  the  attack.  Now  the  at- 
tack prima  facie,  was  unlawful.  It  was  a midnight 
attack  on  Americen  citizens,  in  an  American  boat, 
moored  to  the  American  shore.  It  was  not  an  attack 
in  the  progress  of  hostilities,  for  it  appears  that  not  a 
shot  bail  before  been  fired  by  Mr.  Macnab  or  his  mi- 
litiamen or  volunteers.  Whether  any  circumstances 
of  provocation,  or  any  inability  of  the  state  of  New 
York  to  restrain  her  subjects,  would  have  made  the 
act  lawful,  is  a question;  the  better  opinion  among 
jurists  seems  to  be  that  they  would  not.  But,  pri- 
ma facie,  it  was,  we  repeat,  unlawful;  the  American 
government  had  treated  it  as  such  in  their  complaints 
to  the  British  minister,  had  been  by  him  referred  to 
ttie  British  government,  and  from  the  British  go- 
vernment had  received  no  answer. 

Mr.  McLeod,  apparently  concerned  in  this/?n»ra 
facie  unlawful  act,  was  arrested  some  time  ago  in  the 
territory  of  New  York  by  the  local  authorities,  and, 
we  know  not  by  what  means,  got  off.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  last  December,  he  returned  there,  and 
was  again  arrested,  and  committed  to  await  bis  trial 
for  murder. 

Mr.  Fox  demanded  his  release  on  the  ground  that 
“the  burning  of  the  Caroline  w as  a public  act  of 
persons  in  her  majesty’s  service;  obeying  the  orders 
of  their  superior  authorities;  and  that  the  president 
of  the  United  States  had  made  it  the  subject  of  a re- 
monstrance to  tiie  British  government,  and  the  mat- 
ter was  still  under  negotiation.” 

Mr.  Forsyth  replyed — 

“That  the  president  had  not  the  power  to  .inter- 
fere with  the  independent  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of 
New  York;  that  the  offence  was  committed  within 
the  territory  of  New  York,  against  her  laws  and 
citizens,  and  within  the  competency  of  her  tribu- 
nals. That  it  was  an  unjustifiable  invasion  of  the 
United  States  territory  by  an  armed  band  from  Ca- 
nada; and  that  if  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was 
a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s  service,  obey- 
ing the  orders  of  their  superiors,  this  fact  had  not 
before  been  communicated  lo  the  government  of  the 
United  Slates  by  a person  authorised  to  make  the  ad- 
miceion;  and  that  it  would  be  for  the  court  to  decide 
on  the  validity  of  such  a defence  when  legally  es- 
tablished.” 

Now  this  is  all  that  the  American  government  has 
done:  indeed,  the  local  authorities  have  endeavored 
to  do  even  less,  for  they  have  endeavored  to  let 
McLeod  get  oil  by  hailing  him,  though  on  a ca- 
pital charge.  Of  course  he  must  be  tried,  and  w ill 
be  tried.  If  he  fail  in  proving  that  he  was  not  im- 
plicated, he  will  plead  the  orders  of  Mr.  Macnab. 
We  hope  that  the  court  may  feel  justified  in  allow- 
ing this  plea:  it  would  transfer  the  discussion  from 
the  legal  to  the  political  forum  in  (he  easiest  man- 
ner. But  if  the  court  overrule  the  plea,  and  its  va- 
lidity is  purely  a legal  question,  of  course  he  must 
be  convicted. 

But  we  have  no  fears  of  his  being  executed.  It 
would  be  a rash  and  a cruel  act;  and  an  act  without 
a motive,  since  the  conviction,  or  indeed  even  the 
allow  ing  the  plea  that  lie  acted  under  the  orders  of 
his  superiors,  would  sufficiently  raise  the  question 
between  the  governments.  We  have  no  doubt  that, 
if  he  be  convicted,  his  execution  will  be  respited 
until  the  issue  of  the  political  negotiation  is  ascer- 
tained. If  that  issue  he  favorable  to  peace,  of  course 
his  pardon  and  release  must  be  the  consequence; 
and  even  if  it  be  unfavorable,  W’e  cannot  think  that 
vengeance  would  be  taken  on  a solitary  captive. 
His  life,  therefore,  we  consider  safe.  But  how  is 
ttie  question  between  the  governments  to  be  decid- 
ed? How  are  we  to  avoid  a war,  w’hich  would  cer- 
tainly throw  back  America  twenty-five  yeais  and 
England  fifty,  and  which  might  open  to  one  coun- 
try, or  to  both,  a series  of  evils  such  as  neither  has 
endured  or  even  feared? 

We  see  no  means  of  coming  to  an  agreement 
while  each  party  remains  judge  in  his  own  cause. 
Every  week  of  discussion  makes  them  more  confi- 
dent that  they  are  in  the  light,  and  us  that  we  are 
in  the  right.  The  only  possible  issue  is  a reference 
to  a third  party,  before  whom  an  agreed  state  of 
facts,  or,  it  the  parties  cannot  agree  on  one,  then  the 
whole  evidence,  shall  be  laid,  and  who  shall  say, 
first  whether  the  seizure  ol  tli e Caroline  was  or  was 
not  justifiable.  If  justifiable,  what  indemnify,  if 
any,  is  to  he  given  by  the  American  government  foi 
the  sufferings  of  McLeod?  If  not  justifiable,  what 
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indemnity,  if  any,  is  to  be  given  by  (be  English  go- 1 
vernment  to  the  owners  and  crew  of  the  Caroline ? 
We  say,  if  any,  because  the  referred  may  hold  that, 
though  the  seizure  was  lawful,  so  was  McLeod’s 
trial,  and  that  he  must  take  his  indemnity,  if  any, 
from  the  British  government;  or  the  referee  may 
hold  the  seizure  unjustifiable,  but  yet  that  the  ser- 
vices to  which  the  Caroline  has  been  put,  deprive 
those  connected  with  her  of  any  right  to  satisfaction. 

The  local  authorities  made,  indeed,  as  it  appears 
to  us,  an  attempt  to  evade  trying  Mr.  McLeod  by 
admitting  him,  (certainly  by  a great  stretch  of  law, 
for  murder  is  not  a bailable  offence),  to  bail;  the 
mob,  however,  interferred  and  caused  him  to  be  de- 
tained. 

Now  as  far  as  those  proceedings  have  gone,  of 
whom  have  we  a right  to  complain? 

In  the  first  place,  of  Mr.  Macnab,  for*  having,  in 
violation  of  sir  F.  Head’s  express  orders  to  remain 
on  the  defensive  and  do  nothing  of  which  the  Ame- 
rican government  could  justly  complain,  began  his 
campaign  by  an  act  prima  facie  illegal,  and  defensi- 
ble only  on  the  extreme  plea  of  necessity. 

Secondly  of  lord  Palmerston,  who  allowed  the 
American  remonstrance,  on  so  grave  a subject,  to 
remain  three  years  unanswered.  We  are  aware 
that  it  was  a disagreeable  question.  We  had  to  de- 
fend ourselves  by  the  most  offensive  of  arguments — 
recrimination;  and  lord  Palmerston  probably  thought 
that  the  conduct  of  neither  party  haying  been  irre- 
proachable the  best  plan  was  to  make  no  answer,  in 
the  hope  that  no  answer  would  be  required.  And 
we  are  not  sure  that  this  conduct  might  not  have 
succeeded.  But  the  folly,  and  if  the  facts  which  we 
have  are  correct,  the  vanity  of  McLeod,  in  going 
among  a people  before  whose  tribunals  he  must  have 
known  that  the  burning  of  the  Caroline  was  a ques- 
tionable act,  and  boasting  of  his  part  in  it,  have  pre- 
vented the  success  of  lord  Palmerston’s  dilatory  po- 
licy, and  now  force  on  the  controversy,  and  certain- 
ly under  unfavorable  circumstances. 

But  have  we  also  not  a right  to  complain  of  the 
American  authorities,  either  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment or  of  the  local  authorities?  We  say  decidedly 
that  up  to  the  latest  intelligence,  we  have  a right  to 
complain  of  neither.  The  American  authorities 
have  done  precisely  what  we  should  have,  and  in- 
deed must  have,  done  under  similar  circumstances. 
If  a mixed  band  of  French  refugees  and  English 
ruffians  were  to  take  part  in  a French  civil  wrar,  to 
land  on  the  French  coast  and  annoy  the  neighboring 
country  if  they  derived  recruits  and  supplies  from 
our  shore,  and  before  our  government  could  prevent 
their  doing  so,  a steamer  should  run  from  Dover  to 
France  and  carry  them  arms  and  men,  and  return  at 
night  and  moor  in  Dover  harbor — if,  we  say,  under 
these  circumstances,  a band  of  French  volunteers 
should  at  midnight  enter  Dover  habor,  attack  the 
steamer,  loose  her  from  the  pier,  and  endeavor  to 
kill  the  crew  and  scuttle  the  vessel,  should  we,  or 
ghould  we  not,  on  the  alarm  being  given  in  the  town, 
interfere  to  stop  such  proceedings?  If  we  should 
interfere,  it  could  be  on  the  ground  only  that  such 
proceedings  within  our  territory;  were  unlawful.  If 
the  whole  matter  were  effected  before  our  coast 
guard  could  interfere,  should  we,  or  should  we  not, 
attempt  to  intercept  the  actors  in  their  retreat?  If 
that  could  not  be  effected,  should  we  not  remonstrate 
with  the  French  government?  If  that  government 
gave  no  answer  and  a person  describing  himself,  or 
described  by  others  as  implicated  in  the  attack,  came 
to  Dover  or  in  any  part  of  Kent,  would  he  not  be  ar- 
rested and  committed  for  trial?  And  if  the  French 
government  required  him  to  be  released,  on  the  plea 
that  he  had  acted  in  obedience  to  the  lawful  com- 
mands of  his  superiors,  would  not  the  answer,  be — 
“This  is  the  first  time  we  have  heard  of  this  act 
officially:  let  it  be  pleaded  at  the  trial,  let  the  court 
dicide  whether  he  geted  in  obedience  to  his  supe- 
riors, and  whether  the  act  was  of  such  a nature  as 
their  command  could  justify.  But  we  will  not,  (the 
Americans  say  they  cannot),  interfere  till  the  trial 
is  over.” 
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[An  awkwaru  mistake  was  made  in  making  up 
the  last  number  of  the  Register,  which  was  not  dis- 
covered until  after  it  was  mailed.  The  second  of 
Mr.  Biddle’s  letters  was  inserted  instead  of  the  first 
— both  having  been  prepared — The  subjects  treated 
in  each  were  entirely  distinct  however.  The  first 
and  third  of  his  letters  are  inserted  in  this  number — 
the  fourth  and  fifth  will  be  inserted  in  our  next — a 
sixth  is  announced.] 

From  the  National  Gazette. 

FIRST  LETTER  FROM  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  ESQ.  TO 
THE  HON.  JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Andalusia,  Bucks  county,  April  8,  18-11. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Dover,  Delaware: 

My  dear  sir:  During  your  late  visit  to  Phila- 
delphia, you  were  good  enough  to  express  your 


opinion  of  the  peculiar  hardship  of  my  position  in 
respect  to  the  late  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  For  sixteen  years 
I had  been  the  president  of  that  institution,  which 
up  to  the  hour  I left  it  enjoyed  a long  career  of 
prosperity.  Two  years  afterwards  it  fell  into  great 
trouble,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  those  now 
connected  with  it  to  ascribe  all  its  misfortunes,  in- 
cluding the  fatal  resumption  a few  weeks  ago,  en- 
tirely to  my  administration.  Had  this  been  done 
in  a fair  and  open  and  manly  way,  no  one  would 
have  been  more  ready  then  myself  to  meet  that 
question.  But  instead  of  this,  what  was  the  course 
pursued?  A committee  of  stockholders  has  been 
for  three  months  at  work  with  all  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  bank  under  their  control,  raking  up 
every  thing  which  by  distortion  may  injure  my  ad- 
ministration, or  revenge  their  own  personal  griefs, 
or  pander  to  the  morbid  appetite  which  prevails 
abroad  about  banks  and  those  connected  with  them. 
From  all  communication  with  that  inquisitorial 
body,  I was  studiously  excluded;  and  I understand 
that  a proposal  to  invite  my  attendance  or  to  ap- 
prise me  of  what  they  were  doing,  was  rejected. 
They  ended  at  last  by  reporting  exparte  and  par- 
tial statements  in  regard  to  myself;  and,  as  you 
saw  at  the  meeting,  no  opportunity  was  giyen  to 
let  the  accused  be  heard  before  he  was  condemned, 
and  the  report  is  widely  circulated  with  an  air  of 
official  authority  in  distant  places,  where  no  expla- 
nation of  mine  can  ever  follow  it.  Now  all  this 
seems  to  me  a signal  act  of  injustice.  I know  that 
misfortune  has  a right  to  be  querulous;  but  this 
summary  condemnation  without  a chance  of  expla- 
nation or  defence,  a privilege  never  denied  to  the 
humblest  criminal,  cannot  fail  to  be  regretted  even 
by  those  who  have  joined  in  it,  when  the  passion 
of  the  moment  shall  subside.  I deeply  regret  it — 
less  on  my  own  account,  however,  than  because  I 
think  such  an  act  of  injustice  inflicts  a severe  in- 
jury on  the  bank  itself — I regret  it  still  more  be- 
cause, although  separated  from  the  bank,  I felt  a 
sincere  interest  in  its  fate  and  had  prepared  with 
great  industry  what  I deemed  the  means  of  reviv- 
ing its  prosperity,  which  I meant  to  submit  to  the 
stockholders. 

All  that,  of  course,  is  over  now.  But  as  I know 
you  are  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  truth,  I shall 
proceed  to  explain  to  you  as  a personal  friend  seve- 
ral matters,  very  simple  in  themselves,  but  which 
have  been  strangely  misrepresented.  For  instance, 

You  heard  in  the  report  a long  and  complicated 
story  about  cotton  puichases,  and  it  is  so  often  said, 
that  many  begin  to  believe  it — that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  speculated  largely  in  cotton,  and 
lost  a great  deal  of  money  by  it.  It  seems  unkind 
to  disturb  so  established  a fact — but  the  truth  is, 
-that  during  my  connection  with  the  bank,  it  never 
owned  a bale  of  cotton — and  will  not,  I believe, 
lose  a dollar  by  any  operation  in  cotton,  unless  by 
great  mismanagement  hereafter.  That  whole  mat- 
ter has  been  to  me  a source  of  so  much  pride,  from 
its  benefits  to  the  bank  and  to  the  country,  that  I 
take  pleasure  in  stating  the  real  history  of  it. 

In  the  year  1837,  the  bank  went  to  the  relief  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  by  issuing  its  bonds  paya- 
ble in  London.  The  question  was  how  to  provide 
the  means  of  paying  those  bonds.  Hitherto  the 
only  mode  of  doing  it  was  by  the  purchase  of  bills 
drawn  at  the  south  on  shipments  of  produce — but 
the  difficulty  now  was,  that  in  the  general  prostra- 
tion of  credit  at  the  south,  there  was  great  danger 
in  taking  private  bills  drawn  there— while  many  of 
the  Liverpool  houses  on  whom  these  bills  were 
usually  drawn  were  themselves  embarrassed.  It 
occurred  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  only  mode  of 
avoiding  these  dangers  was  to  purchase  no  bills  at 
all,  except  founded  on  direct  shipments  of  produce 
under  the  control  of  the  bank.  I accordingly  urged 
the  mercantile  part  of  the  directors  to  engage  in 
that  operation—  but  finding  none  of  them  disposed 
to  large  operations,  I determined  that  as  it  must  be 
done  I would  doit  myself.  I accordingly  request- 
ed Messrs.  Bevan  & Humphreys  to  carry  out  the 
plan,  which  was  simply  to  let  their  agents  at  the 
south  draw  on  them  domestic  bills,  for  which  they 
would  receive  the  notes  of  the  bank,  purchase  the 
produce  and  send  it  to  France  and  England;  then 
as  their  domestic  bills  came  to  maturity  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  pay  the  bank,  by  sterling  bills  on  the 
houses  in  England  and  France,  to  whom  the  pro- 
duce was  sent,  and  by  whom  it  was  sold.  This 
was  the  whole  operation,  which  lasted  from  the 
summer  of  1837  to  the  fall  of  1838.  It  was  un- 
dertaken without  the  least  idea  of  any  pecuniary 
advantage,  and  the  only  understanding  on  that  sub- 
ject was  a mere  verbal  assurance  from  me— that  if 
after  repaying  these  advances  to  the  bank,  there 
should  be  any  excess,  as  the  bank  could  not  by  its 
charter  buy  this  produce,  or  of  course  take  any  pro- 
fits arising  from  it,  such  excess  should  be  given  to 


those  who  encountered  the  troible  and  the  respon- 
sibility. Nor  was  there  the  sligitest  desire  to  con- 
ceal it.  On  the  contrary,  all  l c correspondence 
and  entries,  I believe,  passed  thnngh  the  bank — it 
was  announced  over  and  over  3;ain,  in  publica- 
tions known  to  come  from  the  Unk;  and  it  was 
particularly  described  in  a publishel  letter  of  mine 
to  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  10th  of  Dec.mber,  183S,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

“In  like  manner,  the  derangement  »f  the  curren- 
cy placed  the  staples  of  the  south  en’irely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  foreign  purchaser,  who  could  have 
dictated  the  terms  of  sale  to  the  prostrated  plaiter. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  avert  that  evil  by  empoy- 
ing  a large  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  in 
making  advances  on  southern  produce.  This  hid 
two  effects.  The  first  was  to  provide  remittance: 
to  pay  its  own  bonds  in  England,  issued  to  New 
York  merchants  in  their  extreme  distress,  for,  as 
the  bank  could  not  purchase  these  staples,  it  made 
advances  upon  them  in  the  south,  receiving,  in  ex- 
change, bills  on  Europe — the  second  was  to  intro- 
duce into  the  maiket  a new  competition,  and  thus 
prevent  the  unconditional  subjection  of  the  planter 
to  the  forgein  pruchaser.  These  advances  were 
made  not  as  ir.  past  years,  on  the  mere  personal  se- 
curity of  the  merchants,  which  the  confusion  of  all 
private  credit  would  have  rendered  too  hazardous — 
but,  on  the  actual  shipment  of  the  produce  to  an 
Americaii  house  in  England,  willing  and  able  to 
protect  American  property,  from  the  reckless  waste 
with  which  it  has  been  often  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket, with  an  entire  disregard  of  all  American  inte- 
rests. The  combination  of  these  causes — the  ap- 
plication of  capital  on  this  side,  and  the  prudent 
reserve  on  the  other — has  saved  to  the  planting  in- 
terest an  amount  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  be- 
low ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  I believe  too 
that  nearly  one-half  of  the  commercial  debt  of  this 
country  to  Europe  has  been  paid  by  the  mere  diffe- 
rence between  the  actual  sales  of  the  securities  and 
staples,  and  the  prices  they  would  have  realised,  had 
they  been  thrown  unprotected  into  the  bands  of 
Europeans.  These  measures  were  essentially  of  a 
temporary  nature — they  were  measures  of  emer- 
gency, adopted  in  the  midst  of  a public  calamity 
and  to  be  discontinued  w ith  the  necessity  which 
caused  them.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  capital  and 
industry  of  the  country  had  time  to  subside  into 
their  accustomed  channels,  these  operations  were 
relinquished,  and  now  they  have  totally  and  finally 
ceased.” 

In  the  mean  time  the  benefit  was  very  great  alike 
to  the  bank  and  to  the  country.  To  the  bank,  because 
it  got  the  advantage  of  a large  circulation  of  its 
notes — it  got  the  premium  of  its  drafts  from  the 
south — it  got  the  funds  in  Europe  without  the  least 
risk,  and  a large  collection  of  its  southern  debts. 
What  is  more  important  still,  the  possession  of 
these  funds  abroad  was  the  means  of  protecting  and 
saving  the  agent  of  the  bank;  and,  of  course,  the 
bank  itself  from  prostration.  Of  this,  the  most  de- 
cisive evidence  is  a declaration  made  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  himself,  in  a letter  to  Messrs.  Be- 
van and  Humphreys,  of  the  5th  of  February,  1840, 
in  which  he  says — “The  state  of  the  debt  due  by 
the  bank  to  Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Biddle  of  Li- 
verpool, has  been  for  some  time  the  subject  of  great 
anxiety.  These  gentlemen  have,  with  a zeal  in 
favor  of  the  bank,  for  which  our  thanks  are  particu- 
larly due,  sustained  Mr.  Jaudon  in  many  periods  of 
his  late  struggles > with  the  aid  not  merely  of  their 
funds,  but  with  all  they  could  raise  on  their  credit, 
and  have  enabled  him  to  meet  his  payments,  when 
but  for  their  assistance,  he  would  not  have  been  able  to 
extricate  liimsetf." 

Finally,  the  operation  was  of  great  use  not  mere- 
ly to  the  bank,  but  to  the  whole  country.  The  to- 
tal prostration  of  ail  means  and  all  credit  in  the 
south  at  the  time,  placed  the  whole  crops  at  the 
mercy  of  the  foreign  purchaser.  The  purchases 
made  to  provide  bills  for  the  bank,  obliged  these 
foreign  purchasers  to  give  something  more  like 
the  real  value  to  southern  produce — it  made  an 
actual  difference  in  favor  of  the  southern  stales  of 
at  least  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions— w hich 
gave  them  facilities  in  the  discharge  of  fheir  debts 
to  the  northern  states  as  well  as  to  the  bank  it- 
self. 

While  these  operations  were  in  progress,  I left 
the  bank — about  two  years  ago — and  the  whole 
matter  was  of  course  to  await  the  event  of  these 
sales — to  be  treated  as  a mere  ordinary  mercantile 
transaction,  which  it  in  fact  was.  After  I had  left 
the  bank,  a statement  was  presented  to  me  by  Mr. 
Cabot,  of  the  house  of  Messrs.  Bevan  and  Hum- 
phreys, who  was  then  a director  of  the  bank,  and 
did  this  whole  business  as  the  intermediary  be- 
tween the  bank  and  his  house.  His  statement  was 
as  follows; 
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Sales  advised  in  Liverpool, 


33,000 

rales  a 

t say  3s. 

35,000 

5,500 

do. 

8 

16,000 

19.000 

do. 

10 

75,000 

6,060 

do. 

12 

30,000 

9,000 

do. 

15 

24,000 

18,500 

do. 

20 

165,000 

91,000 

Estimating  exchange  at  169  375,000 

Profit  on  91,000  bales  sold  in  Liverpool  $350,000 
Do.  45,000  bales  on  hand  450,000 

Sales  in  France  and  Holland — (105,000 

francs)  50,000 

6.000  bales  on  hand  in  France  50,000 

45.000  do.  new  crop  600,000 


1,400,000 

Deduct  for  interest,  over  estimate,  &c.  200,000 

Estimating  French  exchange  at  5.  25.  1,200,000 

From  this  amount  it  appeared  that  the  profits 
realized,  and  confidently  expected,  amounted  to 
$1,400,000,  and  that  after  paying  $800,000  and  re- 
imbursing all  the  advances  to  the  bank  there  would 
still  remain  a sum  of  $600,000  in  the  bank  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  bank  in  any  way  permitted  by  the 
charter.  And  now  what  possible  disposition  could 
be  made  of  this  excess?  If  there  had  been  no  profit 
at  all,  I should  have  been  content,  for  profit  was  no 
object  in  the  operation.  But  if  there  »\as  a profit, 
whether  of  five  dollars  or  five  million  of  dollars,  the 
bank  could  take  no  part  of  it,  for  having  no  right  to 
purchase  the  produce  itself,  to  take  the  least  por- 
tion of  gain  upon  it  would  devolve  an  ownership 
which  was  forbidden  by  the  charter;  and  all  that  the 
bank  could  do  was  to  receive  back  its  principal  and 
interest  and  exchange  with  the  collateral  benefits 
of  the  operation.  I had  never  known  any  thing 
whatever  ol  the  accounts  or  details,  and  being  whol- 
ly unconnected  either  officially  or  individually  with 
the  bank,  when  I received  this  statement  I presum- 
ed that  the  result  of  the  matter  was  correctly  stat- 
ed, it  was  so  settled  accordingly,  leaving  the  mar- 
gin ol  600,000  dollars  to  provide  against  all  possible 
contingency. 

Eighteen  months  after  I had  left  the  bank,  how- 
ever, I received  a letter  from  the  cashier,  stating, 
that  on  winding  up  this  concern,  it  was  found  that 
there  was  an  over-advance  of  $631,390  97,  and  that 
the  portion  which  it  belonged  to  me  to  return  was 
$315,695  44.  This,  of  course,  was  a fair  charge, 
and  intended  to  be  wholly  responsible,  and  that  the 
bank  should  be  exempt  from  loss,  I should  have 
paid  it  at  once,  but  for  this  consideration.  I found, 
upon  examining  the  case,  that  this  loss  was, in  fact, 
occasioned  by  the  sacrifice  of  this  property,  in  order 
to  sustain  the  bank  in  Europe  from  embarrassments 
brought  on  wholly  by  the  bank  itself;  and  it  be- 
came a question,  how  far,  looking  at  it  as  a simple 
commercial  operation,  the  only  possible  light  in 
which  it  could  be  regarded,  I,  a stanger,  no  longer 
connected  with  the  bank,  ought  to  bear  the  buiden 
of  this  saciifice.  The  nature  and  the  cause  ol  it 
were  soon  discovered.  It  was  thus: 

Messrs.  Humphreys  & Biddle  of  Liverpool,  on 
the  first  of  June,  1840,  addressed  a private  and  con- 
fidential letter  to  Messrs.  Sevan  &.  Humphreys, 
in  which  they  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  the  latter  as 
to  the  reasons  of  their  paying  over  so  much  money 
to  Mr.  Jaudon,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
resist  the  repeated  and  anxious  requests  of  Mr. 
Jaudon  for  assistance.  Thus  they  say  that  their 
advances  to  Mr.  Jaudon  were  at  one  time  as  high 
as  £ 270,000,  besides  being  parties  to  bills  on  Lon- 
don houses  which  were  then  running  for  £226,000. 
They  then  quote  from  Mr.  Jaudou’s  letters  lo  them 
extracts  like  these.  On  the  22d  of  August,  1339, 
lie  writes  as  follows: 

“I  must  look  to  you  for  £50,000  to  make  up  the 
sum.  If  I do  not  get  this.  I get  none;  for  ali  are 
contingent  on  my  making  up  my  estimates;  every 
thing,  therefore,  turns  upon  what  you  can  do — for 
here  I am  exhausted.  Yon  must  therefore  work 
you  hardest  lor  me — -life  or  death  to  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  8.  is  the  issue.  If  5,000  bales  of  cotton  must 
go,  let  them  go,  be  the  loss  what  it  may — it  cannot 
be  so  great  as  the  loss  from  a protest,  and  must  be 
borne  by  owners  or  bank  as  they  may  settle  the 
matter  between  them.  I leave  all  to  you,  knowing 
that  you  will  leave  nothing  untried  that  may  save 
me — the  sale  of  5,000  bales  would  do  the  business, 
and  there  ean  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  choice  of  this 
evil  rather  than  the  other.'’ 

And  on  the  23d  he  says  further: 

“I  wrote  you  yesterday  stating  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  my  relying  upon  you  for  £50,000  to  help 
out  my  list,  without  which  the  whole  must  fall 
through,  the  large  sale  of  cotton  will  help  to  provide 
this  I hope. — I now  want  your  further  aid  for  ano- 
ther £50,000  in  bills  on  Huetb  St  Co.” 


They  conclude  these  extracts  by  saying:  “In 

this  dilemma  we  had  no  alternative  but  lo  make 
your  cotton  available  tor  the  desperate  emergen- 
cy,”— and  again — “We  have  deemed  it  necessary 
to  make  this  full  and  unreserved  communication, 
by  which  you  will  see  that  free  sales  ol  the  cotton 
shipped  by  yon  were  absolutely  necessary  to  refund 
the  immense  sums  of  money  we  had  borrowed  from 
bankers  and  brokers  lor  the  use  of  Mr.  Jaudon.” 

So  manifestly  wrong  was  it  to  throw'  upon  them 
the  loss  upon  this  cotton,  that  the  president  of  the 
bank  himself,  in  a letter  to  Messrs.  Bevan  & Hum- 
phreys, of  the  5th  of  February,  1840,  actually  as- 
sumed this  loss.  His  letter  was  as  follows: 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  Feb.  5,  1840. 
Messrs.  Bevan  if  Humphreys,  Philadelphia: 

Gentlemen:  The  state  of  the  debt  due  by  the 
bank  to  Messrs.  Humphreys  & Biddle,  of  Liver- 
pool, has  been  (or  some  time  the  subject  ol  gn-at 
solicitude.  These  gentlemen  hare  with  a zeal  in 
favor  of  the  bank,  for  which  our  thanks  are  parti- 
cularly due,  sustained  Mr.  Jaudon  in  many  periods 
of  his  struggles,  with  the  aid,  not  merely  of  their 
funds,  but  with  all  they  could  raise  on  their  credit, 
and  have  enabled  him  to  meet  his  payments  when, 
but  for  their  assistance,  he  would  not  have  been 
able  to  extricate  himself.  We  now  learn  by  the 
last  advices,  that  their  own  credit  will  suffer  unless 
they  are  relieved  from  their  heavy  responsibilities 
on  his  account.  We  are,  therefore,  extremely  anx- 
ious to  repay  Ihein,  but  in  the  present  state  of  the 
bank  it  is  impracticable  to  do  it  by  direct  remit- 
tances. We  understand,  however,  that  they  have 
still  on  hand  a quantity  of  merchandise  shipped  by 
you,  some  of  which  they  have  already  been  obliged 
to  sell  to  meet  their  most  pressing  engagements  on 
account  of  Mr.  Jaudon.  As  the  only  remaining 
method  of  acquitting  the  debt  due  to  them,  1 have 
to  request  that  you  will  direct  them  to  raise  funds 
by  the  sale  of  any  or  all  the  merchandise  consigned 
by  you  to  them,  and  if  this  sale  should  be  attended 
by  any  sacrifice  on.  its  cost,  we  will  make  up  the  dif- 
ference, and  that  the  same  difference  will  be  made 
upon  what  they  have  already  sold.  Having  no  other 
method  of  paying  a debt  of  so  sacred  a character, 
we  must  submit  to  any  merely  pecuniary  loss  it 
must  occasion.  With  great  respect,  yours, 

T.  DUNLAP,  president. 

Here,  then,  was  the  positive  evidence — first,  that 
this  loss  was  incurred,  by  sacrifices,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  bank;  and  second,  that  the  loss  was  recog- 
nized and  assumed  by  the  bank. 

Fearful  that  my  own  judgment  might  mislead  me. 
I determined  to  consult  some  eminent  gentleman, 
out  of  Philadelphia,  who  would  look  at  the  matter 
with  candor  arid  impartiality,  and  I,  therefore,  sub- 
mitted the  whole  case  to  chancellor  Kent.  That 
gentleman’s  answer  was  as  follows: 

New  York,  Sept.  17, 1840. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  esq. 

Dear  sir:  I have  carefully  perused  the  papers 
you  sent  me  yesterday,  containing  the  draft  of  your 
letter  to  the  president  and  directors  ol  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  a copy  of  Mr.  Dunlap’s  let- 
ter to  Messrs.  Bevan  and  Humphreys,  of  the  5th  of 
February,  1840. 

I am  of  opinion  and  most  decidedly,  that  you  are 
well  founded  in  law  and  equity  in  your  claim  to 
have  deducted  from  the  account,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  cost  of  the  cotton  sold  at  Liverpool  by 
Messrs.  Humphreys  & Biddle  to  repay  their  ad- 
vances to  Mr.  Jaudon  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Dunlap  as  president  of  the  bank, 
directing  the  sale  at  all  events  and  at  any  sacrifice 
to  save  Mr.  Jaudon,  and  f xempt  the  bank  from  dis- 
credit— and  stating  that  the  bank  would  make  up 
the  difference  if  there  was  any  sacrifice  on  the  cost, 
and  that  the  assurance  should  apply  to  the  merchan- 
dise already  sold  as  well  as  that  to  be  sold  puts  an 
end  in  my  judgment  to  all  doubt  and  difficulty  as 
to  the  question  of  the  responsibility  of  the  bank, 
and  of  your  claim  to  indemnity  against  the  sacrifice. 
The  letter  with  its  assurances  is  retrospective  as 
well  as  prospective,  founded  on  the  equitable  con- 
sideration and  justice  of  the  case,  that  saciifices 
made  at  the  pressing  solicitations  of  Mr.  Jaudon  as 
the  agent  of  the  bank  to  relieve  it,  ought  to  be  borne 
by  it.  I am,  dear  sir,  yours  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  KENT. 

It  was  then  manifest  to  me  that  my  property  had 
been  sacrificed  to  the  necessities  ol  the  bank — 
brought  on  by  the  conduct  of  the  bank  after  I left 
it — brought  on  by  the  efforts  to  break  down  the 
banks  of  New  York — the  real  cause  of  all  the  dis- 
asters of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. — which  now  called 
upon  me  to  repair  the  injuries  its  own  conduct  had 
inflicted.  To  these  persons  I denied  all  right  to 
make  any  such  call.  I would  not  consent  that  I 
should  be  made  to  suffer  from  their  mismanage- 
ment. At  the  same  time,  I desired  to  avoid  all 
controversy,  especially  with  the  bank. 


Wilh  these  impressions,  I put  the  whole  matter 

j into  the  finds  ol  a friend,  second  to  none  in  ms 
! city  for  intelligence  and  character,  and  requested 
him  to  settle  it  in  any  manner  which  lie  might  (teem 
just  and  proper. 

He  has  authoiised  me  to  make  the  following 
statement: 

“I  began  by  informing  the  committee  that  you 
believed  your  property  had  been  sacrificed  by  the 
bank  to  meet  its  necessities,  and  that  you  would 
not  consent  to  any  loss  glowing  out  of  that  transac- 
tion. I had  several  interviews  with  the  committee 
— they  ended  by  the  gentlemen  composing  it  ex- 
pressing a wish  that  the  matter  in  dispute  should 
be  amicably  closed.  To  this  I answered,  that  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  you  did  not  recognise  the 
claim  to  any  thing,  and  that  you  would  pay  it  mere- 
ly fro  m.  an  unw  illingness  to  have  a controversy  w ith 
the  bank.  Among  the  securities  mentioned  on  the 
occasion  were  some  sterling  bonds  of  Texas  paya- 
ble in  London;  and  as  the  committee  were  strongly 
impressed  with  the  belief,  in  which  Mr.  Jaudon 
then  recently  from  London  concurred,  that  these 
bonds  would,  by  the  expected  success  ol  the  Texian 
loan,  be  forthw  ith  paid  iri  London,  and  be  equal  to 
cash  there — they  preferred  these  to  the  other  secu- 
rities, and  they  were  accordingly  given. 

“In  a subsequent  interview,  after  discussing  va- 
rious kinds  of  securities,  the  committee  asked  whe- 
ther you  could  not  furnish  the  whole  amount  of  the 
balance  in  the  same  Texian  securities.  This,  alter 
consultation  with  you,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  ar- 
rangement was  so  concluded.  The  principal  parts 
of  it  were, 

“1st.  That  it  was  maintained  by  you  that  the 
bank  had  no  claim  upon  you. 

“2d.  That  the  payment  was  yielded  to  by  you  for 
the  sake  of  peace. 

“3d.  That  these  particular  securities  were  se- 
lected by  the  committee  themselves.” 

Accordingly  the  deficiency  was  provided  for  in 
that  way — the  other  parlies  settled  lor  their  respec- 
tive shares,  and  thus  the  whole  over  advance  was 
relunded  by  giving  securities  which  may  be  more 
or  less  easily  convertible,  but  which  cannot  fail,  1 
should  think,  to  replace  the  whole  of  the  over  ad- 
vance. As  to  the  securities — those  of  Texas — 
they  are  at  this  moment  worth  tar  more  than  the 
stock  of  the  bank  itself,  and  it  happens,  opportune- 
ly enough,  that  I have  this  very  day  heard  from 
Europe,  of  the  success  of  the  Texian  loan  which 
secures  the  payment  of  these  bonds  as  Mr.  Jaudon 
anticipated. 

Now  this  payment  of  mine  was  wholly  gratui- 
tous. I would  not  pay  until  I had  ascertained  and 
asserted  my  rights — and  having  done  that  I volun- 
tarily yielded  them.  The  committee  said  that  they 
wished  it  settled  amicably.  Undoubtedly  they  did 
— for  they  knew  that  unless  I chose  to  pay  they 
could  never  receive  a dollar.  I actually  paid  these 

320,000  dollars,  which  I was  not  under  the  least 
obligation  to  pay, — which  chancellor  Kent  declared 
neither  law  nor  equity  made  it  necessary  to  pay, — 
and  in  doing  it,  I thought  I was  giving  a strong 
proof  how  far  ancient  and  kindly  recollections  of 
the  bank  prevailed  over  all  selfish  considerations. 
Perhaps  I should  have  been  wiser — certainly  I 
should  have  been  richer — had  I abstained  from  a 
generosity  which  has  been  so  ill-requited. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  cotton  operation.  It 
consisted  merely  in  this — that  the  bank  accustomed 
to  buy  bills  of  exchange  on  private  credit,  resolved 
for  greater  precaution  when  private  credit  was  very 
unsafe,  to  buy  only  from  a known  party  on  real 
shipments  ol  produce.  This  lasted  aboul  twelve 
months,  and  w hen  it  is  over,  it  being  found  that  the 
bank  had  advanced  for  these  cottons  more  than  they 
realized,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  ol  the  bank 
itself  the  parties  interested  refunded  the  money. 
Yet  this  transaction,  simple,  straightforward  and 
public,  is  perverted  into  a mysterious  and  ruinous 
speculation 

To-morrow  I will  explain  to  you  another  matter, 
and  in  the  meantime  remain  wilh  great  respect  and 
esteem,  N.  BIDDLE. 

THIRD  LETTER  FROM  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  ESQ.  TO 
THE  HON.  JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Andalusia , Bucks  county,  April  14,  1841. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Dover,  Delaware: 

My  dear  sir:  I am  about  to  explain  to  you 
some  singular  details  ol  what  would  otherwise  be 
unintelligible — the  origin  and  nature  of  the  late  pro- 
ceedings touching  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

To  you  who  have  been  wholly  unconnected  wilh 
either  the  old  or  new  Bank  of  the  United  Slates — 
to  you  who  have  never  borrowed  a dullar  or  receiv- 
ed a favor  from  either — nor  been  responsible  for  a 
dollar  as  principal  or  security  to  either — what  con- 
cerns the  bank  possesses  but  little  interest — but  the 
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story  should  be  preserved,  not  merely  to  show  to 
the  suffei  mg  stockholders  the  influences  e liich  have 
misled  them,  but  as  a curious  illustration  how  ob- 
scure and  insignificant  causes  produce  great  disas- 
ters. I pay  you  therefore  to  lollow  me  down  through 
these  mysteries. 

On  the  docket  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  ot 
Philadelphia— on  the  equity  side— i3  the  following 
entry: 

Cheyney  Hickman  lor  the  use  ) 
oT  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  the  U- 
States,  and  the  president,  direc-  , Dec’r  term,  1840. 
tors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  ( No.  1. 
the  United  States, 
vs. 

Manuel  Eyre  &Chas.  Massey. 

Here  is  a suit  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  decide 
a claim  for  a sum  varying  from  15,000  to  40,000 
dollars,  according  to  an  account  which  the  bank 
■wishes  to  compel  the  parties  to  render. 

Without  meaning  to  give  any  opinion  about  that 
case,  the  simple  fact  that  the  bank  had  just  brought 
a suit  ao-ainst  Mr.  Charles  Massey,  was  of  itself 
sufficient0  to  prevent  his  being  a member  of  that 
committee  of  investigation.  Before  any  tribunal  he 
would  have  been  rejected  as  a juror,  and  a sense  of 
propriety  should  have  induced  him  instantly  to  de- 
cline the  appointment.  His  partner,  Mr.  Manuel 
Eyre,  had  been  a director  in  1840,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  complaints  against  him  was  left  out  of  the 
board  at  the  last  election — a source  of  keen  disap- 
pointment. These  feelings  found  other  stimulants 
to  support  them.  Mr.  Eyre  is  understood  to  be  the 
largest1  stockholder  in  the  Schuylkill  .Navigation 
company,  of  which  Mr.  Lippincott  is  the  president, 
and  these  three  persons,  Mr.  Massey,  Mr.  Lippiu- 
cott,  and  Mr.  Eyre,  and  their  friends  are  believed 
to  have  nearly  all  their  fortunes  dependent  on  the 
success  of  that  work,  while  they  have  no  interest  in 
the  bank — Mr.  Massey  owning  only  two  shares, 
Mr.  Eyre  three,  and  Mr.  Lippincott  five.  It  was 
at  one  period  thought  a profitable  speculation,  but 
every  day  it  is  encroached  on  by  laler  improve- 
ments, and  more  especially  by  a rail  road  going  di- 
rectly to  the  very  mouth  of  the  mines,  so  that  its 
stock  which  was  sold  at  $170  or  $180  a share,  is 
now  on  its  decline,  and  has  already  reached  $65  or 
$60.  These  parties  are  extremely  sensitive  on  the 
subject  of  every  new  improvement  which  may  in- 
terfere with  them,  and  they  are  more  particularly 
bitter  against  this  Reading  rail  road,  w hich,  when 
completed,  will  probably  supersede  the  river  navi- 
gation. Now  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  obliged  to  take  for  debts  a large  number  of 
shares  in  the  Reading  rail  road,  and  with  a view  to 
protect  its  own  interests  has  given  facilities  to 
finish  the  road  so  as  to  make  it  productive;  some  of 
the  officers  and  directors  were  also  holders  of  shares 
in  the  road,  and  what  was  slill  more  criminal,  Mr. 
Jaudon,  while  in  England,  negotiated  some  loan  or 
got  some  iron  for  the  company.  Now  the  owners 
of  the  navigation  company  saw  clearly  that  if  these 
persons  should  be  rendered  odious,  if  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  could  be  broken  down,  it  would 
carry  down  this  Reading  rail  road,  and  thus  increase 
the  profits  of  the  company.  This  is  really  the  foun- 
dation of  the  whole  of  this  attack  upon  the  bank. — 
It  is  the  vengeance  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation 
company  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for 
lending  money  to  the  Reading  rail  road. 

Of  that  intrigue  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  have 
been  already  the  dupes,  and  I am  very  much  afraid 
will  be  the  victims. 

To  carry  it  on,  availing  themselves  of  the  confu- 
sion of  the  annual  meetingin  January,  Mr.  Lippin- 
cott, proposed  a committee,  of  which  he  was  of 
course  made  chairman,  Mr.  Massey  another  member, 
and  four  others  completed  the  committee,  which  had 
power  to  fill  their  own  vacancies.  Three  out  of  the 
six  members  declined  serving,  the  remaining  three 
filled  their  places,  and  as  of  these  remaining  three 
Mr.  Lippincott  and  Mr.  Massey  were  the  majority, 
the  committee  is  in  fact  a committee  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill Navigation  company.  All  thisour  gallant  friend 
capt.  Stockton  began  toexplain  to  the  meeting,  but 
lie  was  silenced,  as  you  saw,  by  the  impatience  of 
the  crowd.  Very  soon  after  they  began  their  labors, 
which  were  originally  confined  to  an  examination 
of  the  assets  of  the  bank,  came  the  last  suspension 
of  specie  payments — and  then  for  the  first  time  they 
received  from  the  board  of  directors  a resolution  de- 
claring “that  the  board  is  ready  to  afford  them  every 
facility  in  the  prosecution  ol  any  investigation  which 
the  committee  may  be  willing  to  make  of  the  affairs 
and  transactions  of  this  bank  and  the  causes  of  its 
actual  situation,  and  that  it  is  the  wish  of  this  board 
that  the  committee  should  make  such  investigation.” 
Up  to  the  date  of  the  suspension,  and  while  the 
board  believed  that  they  could  go  on  continuing 
specie  payments,  they  determined  to  keep  this  com- 


mittee of  investigation  to  their  proper  sp  ere  of  ve- 
lifying  the  assets,  and  had  so  instructed  the  com- 
mittee of  the  board  appointed  to  meet  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation.  But  the  moment  they  lound 
that  they  could  no  longer  continue  specie  payments 
— in  the  alarm  and  confusion  which  followed,  they 
appealed  to  the  committee  of  investigation  and  beg- 
ged them  now  to  examine  the  causes  of  their  pros- 
tration. That  the  purpose  of  this  w'as  to  relieve 
themselves  by  throwing  the  blame  on  their  prede- 
cessors, cannot  be  doubted,  nor  is  it  less  evident 
that  the  committee  as  perfectly  understood  it  as  if 
it  had  been  in  the  resolution,  for  the  most  remarka- 
ble character  of  the  report  is  this — that  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  there  is  not  censure,  nor  scarce- 
ly mentioned,  any  transaction  of  the  bank  within 
the  last  two  years.  There  seems  to  have  been  a 
tacit  understanding  that  the  committee  might  inves- 
tigate what  they  pleased  if  they  would  only  abstain 
from  touching  the  present  board.  “We  commenc- 
ed,” says  the  committee,  “an  examination  of  the  af- 
fairs and  transactions  of  the  bank,  and  the  causes  of 
its  actual  situation” — and  yet  they  find  no  cause, 
no  transaction,  no  reason  tor  the  actual  situa- 
tion of  the  bank  that  is  not  at  least  two  years  old. 
It  seems  to  me  as  if  my  administration  had  been 
sold  to  the  committee  by  these  directors  at  the  price 
of  their  own  safety.  Had  they  nothing  to  say  about 
the  protest  by  Messrs.  Hottiriguer  & Co. — nothing 
of  the  injury  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  by  the 
sales  of  post  notes  in  the  fall  of  1839 — nothing  of 
the  publication  of  the  1st  of  January — nothing  of 
the  resumption — nothing  of  the  third  suspension: — 
Not  one  single  word.  The  stockholder  wanted  to 
know  why  his  stock  was  reduced  from  $116  in 
March,  1839,  to  $17,  in  March,  1841.  Well— the 
protest  by  Messrs.  Hoitinguer  & Co.  reduced  the 
stock  $16  a share — that  was  a loss  of  5,000,000 
dollars;— the  publication  of  the  1st  of  January,  1841, 
brought  it  seventeen  dollars  a share  lower — that 
was  a loss  of  about  $6,000,000; — the  suspension  in 
February  still  further  reduced  it  $30  a share- — that 
was  a loss  of  about  $10,000,000.  None  of  these 
trifles  seemed  worthy'  of  these  anxious  inquirers  af- 
ter truth — but  having  at  last  obtained  permission  to 
examine  the  private  accounts  they  repaid  it  by  con- 
fining their  attention  to  those  only  whom  they  hoped 
to  injure,  and  abstained  from  all  serious  notice  of 
what  concerned  those  in  power  at  present.  Accord- 
ingly dining  these  three  months  inquisition,  they 
could  find  nothing  more  interesting  than  to  seek, 
microscope  in  hand,  the  accounts  ol  certain  officers 
and  parade  them  before  a crowd  of  irritated  stock- 
holders to  excite  their  indignation — accounts,  more- 
over, finally  settled  and  therefore  incapable  of  yield- 
ing any  thing  but  reproaches,  and  on  which  accord- 
ing to  their  own  showing,  it  is  impossible  that  a loss 
ol  any  magnitude  can  be  sustained. 

Accordingly,  when  they  have  finished  these  gos- 
sipings,  they  seem  to  have  done  their  work,  ami  all 
that  they  have  to  say  of  the  general  administration 
of  the  bank  is  that  during  the  existence  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  6th  March,  1835, 
the  committee  of  exchange  was  authorised  to  make 
stock  loans  at  five  percent,  and  they  object: 

That  such  a power  ought  not  to  be  delegated; 

That  the  committee  made  too  large  loans  to  indi- 
viduals and  firms; 

That  they  ought  not  to  discount  but  only  buy 
bills  of  exchange; 

That  Ihey  kept  no  minutes  but  gave  verbal  or- 
ders to  the  officers  of  the  bank;  and  that 

Their  transactions  “were  never  submitted  to  the 
board  at  its  regular  meetings  nor  is  it  any  where 
mentioned  on  the  minutes  as  have  been  reported  to 
that  body  for  their  information  or  approbation.” 

Now,  what  I mean  to  prove  is  this — 

1st.  That  these  exchange  committees  have  been 
in  use  since  the  foundation  of  the  bank — very  be- 
neficially to  the  bank. 

2d.  That  the  board  have  from  time  to  time  grant- 
ed to  other  exchange  committees  the  same  powers 
here  delegated  in  1835. 

3d.  That  the  board  have  instructed  them  not  to 
confine  themselves  to  exchange — but  to  make  discounts , 
and  expressly  exempted  them  from  the  necessity  of  re- 
porting their  proceedings  to  the  board. 

4th.  And  finally,  I mean  to  prove  that  of  all  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  from  its  commencement  to 
this  hour — the  man  who  has  been  the  most  decided 
in  his  support  to  the  doings  of  the  committee  of  ex- 
change—the  man  who  again  and  again  declaied 
that  the  committee  of  exchange  should  not  confine 
itself  to  mere  bills,  but  should  make  discounts,  and 
should  not  report  its  proceedings  to  the  board — that 
person  is  the  very  identical  Mr.  Joshua  Lippincott, 
who  now,  as  chairman  of  the  investigating  commit- 
tee, denounces  these  committees  and  boards  for  not 
doing  this  very  thing,  which  he  himself  insisted 
they  should  not  do.  I shall  at  the  same  time  prove 
that  next  to  Mr.  Joshua  Lippincott,  the  individual 


who  was  most  zealous  in  the  same  cause,  is  Mr. 
Manuel  Eyre,  the  real  member  of  this  committee, 
through  his  partner,  Mr.  Massey. 

1st.  With  regard  to  the  exchange  committee;  in 
the  year  1834,  a committee  of  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States,  arid  of  that  committee  Mr.  Tyler  was 
the  chairman.  The  recent  elevation  of  this  gentle- 
man to  the  chief  magistracy  could  not  induce  me  to 
say  it,  but  shall  not  prevent  me  from  saying  it,  that 
no  man  ever  went  into  that  bank  with  a more  sin- 
cere disposition  to  seek  the  truth,  and  to  expose 
what  he  should  find  wrong;  but  his  inquiry,  though 
thorough  and  severe,  was  conducted  in  a tone  so 
decided  and  at  the  same  time  so  gentlemanly,  that 
it  was  a pleasure  to  give  him  every  information  he 
sought.  One  of  the  objects  of  his  inquiiy  was  the 
history  and  formation  of  tire  exchange  committee. 
He  traced  it  from  its  beginning  in  1817  to  its  more 
regular  form  in  1821,  ana  he  concludes  with  this: 
“Tire  committee  on  exchange  was  created  at  the 
same  time  with  the  committee  on  the  offices  and 
other  committees,  has  continued  ever  since,  and  ex- 
ists as  your  committee  believes  not  only  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  charter  but  with  advantages  to 
the  bank  and  convenience  to  the  public.” 

2d.  As  to  tire  power  heretofore  conferred  on  such 
committees, — On  the  9th  of  July,  1S30,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Henry, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  exchange  be 
authorised  to  loan  on  the  collateral  security  of  ap- 
proved public  slocks  large  sums  ol  money  at  a rate 
ol  discount  not  lower  than  five  per  cent. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1830,  this  power  was 
extended  by  a resolution  offered  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Fish- 
er, as  follows: 

Resolved , That  a resolution  adopted  by  the  board 
on  the  9th  day  of  July  last,  authorising  the  com- 
mittee of  exchange  to  loan  on  the  plpdge  of  public 
stock,  be  so  modified  as  to  permit  such  loans  to  be 
made  on  the  same,  or  other  approved  securities,  at  a 
rate  of  interest  not  less  than  4J  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. 

Now  let  us  see  what  was  done  by  this  committee 
of  exchange,  of  which  Mr.  Eyre  himself  was  chair- 
man. Under  (his  resolution  of  1830,  a loan  was 
made  which  happened  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  committee  of  congress,  in  1832,  on  which  occa- 
sion Manuel  Evre,  made,  under  his  own  hand,  the 
following  startling  statement: 

“The  board  of  directors  passed  resolutions  autho- 
rising the  exchange  committee  to  make  investments 
at  any  rate  of  interest  not  Ies9  than  four  and  a half 
per  cent.  As  chairman  of  that  committee  I called 
upon  Messrs.  T.  Biddle  Ik,  Co.  several  time9  and 
particularly  requested  them  to  make  all  their  great 
operations  with  us,  and  urged  them  to  take  two  or 
three  millions  of  dollars  or  more  at  five  per  cent,  and 
for  as  long  a lime  us  they  wished.  They  were  not 
willing  to  take  the  loan  for  as  long  a time  as  the 
committee  wished,  but  reserved  the  right  of  paying 
off  as  might  suit  their  convenience.  The  commit- 
tee, upon  undoubted  security,  loaned  them  upwards 
of  1,000,000  dollars  at  5 per  cent. — which  loan  is 
now  reduced  as  your  committee  has  observed,  to 
600,000  dollars,  and  will  pay  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.  It  was  thought  a veny  advantageous  arrange- 
ment to  obtain  such  a large  investment  at  5 per  cent, 
on  such  undoubted  security , when  the  committee  were 
authorised  to  loan  at  four  and  a half  per  cent.  I have 
always  regarded  the  operation  as  one  in  which  the 
bank  was  the  favored  party,  and  1 think  it  may  be 
salelv  and  truly  said  that  the  account  of  Messrs.  T. 
Biddle  & Co.  has  been  one  of  the  most  advantage- 
ous accounts  in  the  bank. 

MANUEL  EYRE. 

April  5,  1832.” 

Here  is  a chairman  of  a committee  of  exchanges, 
who  urges  a single  house  to  take  two  or  three  mil- 
lions ol  dollars  or  more  for  as  long  a time  as  they 
wished,  and  by  an  odd  Coincidence,  this  very  house 
on  whom  Mr.  Eyre  urged  a loan  of  two  or  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  or  more,  at  five  per  cent,  and  for  as 
long  a time  as  they  wished,  is  the  very  house  the 
amount  of  whose  loan  is  the  subject  of  complaint 
by  the  committee  of  investigation. 

3.  The  next  complaint  is  that  the  committee 
made  discounts  as  well  as  purchase  of  biils.  Now 
this  was  done  in  consequence  of  instructions  in  fact 
given  by  Mr.  Lippincott  and  Mr.  Eyre  themselves,  of 
which  the  proof  is  as  follows: 

On  the  12lb  of  April,  1833,  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution  were  offered: 

“Whereas  it  is  proper  that  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  board  should  not  be  transacted  by  a smaller 
number  of  directors  Ilian  that  required  by  the  char- 
ier, and  the  business  of  discounts  can  be  conveni- 
ently transacted  as  heretofore  it  lias  been  at  the 
meeting  of  the  board.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  duties  of  the  committee  on  ex- 
change shall  not  extend  to  the  business  of  discounts 
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On  this  resolution  j ou  will  of  course  suppose  that 
these  great  champions  ol  loans  exclusively  by  (he 
board  would  have  heartily  embraced  this  proposal. 

Well— This  resolution  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  1 9th  of  April,  on  which  day  it  was  called 
up,  when,  strange  to  say, 

Mr.  Eyre  moved  that  said  resolution  be  postpon- 
ed to  the  day  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  rules 
of  the  bank,  and  said  motion,  equivalent  to  a rejec- 
tion, was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Eyre,  Lippincott,  White,  Henry, 
Sergeant,  Fisher,  Newkirk,  Lewis,  Holmes, McKim, 
Biddle— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Macalester,  Gilpin,  Sullivan, 
M’Eldery,  Wager — 5. 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  1833,  the  board  proceeded  to 
Ihe  order  of  the  day,  the  consideration  of  the  new 
rules  and  regulations  for  conducting  the  business 
of  the  bank  [being  the  same  which  were  adopted 
and  are  now  in  force  in  April,  1841]. 

On  that  occasion,  the  following  amendment  was 
offered: 

“The  committee  of  exchange  shall  act  as  a daily 
committee  at  the  bank,  and  afford  their  aid  and  ad- 
vice in  all  cases  relative  to  the  interest  and  affairs 
of  the  institution,  but  iheir  duties  shall  not  extend  to 
ihe  business  of  discounts.  They  shall  lay  before  ihe 
board  at  every  staled  meeting,  a statement  of  their 
proceedings  which  shall  be  read  before  the  discounts 
of  the  day  are  settled.'’ 

This  amendment  was  rejected,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Sullivan,  Wager  and  Gilpin — 3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Lippincott,  Eyre,  Bevan,  White, 
Fisher,  Chauncey,  Newkirk,  Macalester,  Lewis, 
Holmes,  Potter,  Biddle — 13. 

At  the  same  sitting,  this  amendment  to  the  rules 
was  proposed: 

“Ji  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  on 
exchange  since  the  last  staled  meeting  shall  be  reported 
in  writing  and  read,”  which  was  rejected  by  yeas 
and  nays  by  the  same  inflexible  haters  of  loans  by 
the  committee  on  exchange.  The  votes  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Gilpin,  Wager,  Sullivan,  Willing, 
White,  Macalester,  Potter — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Lippincott,  Eyre,  Bevan,  Fisher, 
Chauncey,  Newkirk,  Lewis,  Holmes,  Biddh — 9. 

The  decision  by  this  vote  w'as  in  fact  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  committee  that  they  ought  to  include 
discounts  in  their  business,  and  that  they  need  not 
report  their  doings  to  the  board. 

Mr.  Lippincott  and  Mr.  Evre,  as  members  of  the 
committee  on  investigation,  think  it  wrong  for  the 
exchange  committee  to  discount — still  more  w'rong 
for  a cashier  alone  to  discount — and  they  would 
doubtless  have  added,  if  they  had  thought  such  an 
enormity  conceivable,  that  the  extremity  of  wrong 
would  be  for  a director  to  obtain  discounts  from  the 
cashier  without  the  knowledge  of  the  board — yet  I 
am  assured  by  the  late  cashier  (hat  both  Mr.  Lip- 
pincott and  Mr.  Eyre,  while  sitting  as  directors,  fre- 
quently asked  and  obtained  from  him  large  loans 
which  they  did  not  submit  either  to  the  board  or  to 
the  committee.  These  acts  of  kindness  ought  to 
have  prevented  any  very  violent  indignation  on 
their  part  against  loans  by  the  cashier. 

But  say  the  committee,  the  exchange  committee 
keep  no  minutes — make  no  entries — but  having  de- 
cided any  thing,  give  verbal  order^to  the  officers  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Well,  in  what  other  way 
do  committees  act?  Mr.  Lippincott  has  been,  I be- 
lieve a director  for  more  than  twenty  years,  has 
been  a member  of  many  of  the  committees,  and 
chairman  1 believe  of  them.  Did  he  ever  keep 
minutes?  Did  he  ever  propose  such  a thing — think 
of  such  a thing?  Does  any  exchange  committee  of 
any  bank  in  Philadelphia  keep  minutes?  And  now 
at  the  end  of  these  twenty  years  he  comes  to  re- 
proach his  ancient  colleagues  with  not  doing  what 
he  did  not  do  himself. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  final  and  most  impor- 
tant part  of  this  report. 

[n  a year  or  two  after  the  veto  of  the  bill  rechar- 
tering the  bank  in  1832,  it  prepared  by  degrees  to 
retreat  back  to  Pennsylvania  by  the  gradual  sale  of 
the  branches,  and  by  the  concentration  of  the  as- 
sets in  stocks  which  might  at  any  time  be  available 
in  any  aspect  of  its  affairs,  either  to  wind  up  or  to 
expand  tinder  a new  charter. 

Accordingly  on  the  6th  of  March,  1835,  there  is 
the  following  entry  on  the  minutes: 

The  president  submitted  to  the  board  a general 
view  of  the  situation  of  the  bank;  its  means  and 
liabilities;  its  circulation  and  deposites;  and  the  pro- 
bable future  demands  upon  it;  showing  its  ample 
resources  and  power  of  expansion — 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coxe,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Henry — 

•‘Besoloed,  That  the  committee  of  exchange  be 
authorised  to  make  loans  on  the  security  of  the 
stock  of  lhi3  bank  or  other  approved  security — and 


if  necessary,  at  a lower  rate  than  six,  but  not  less 
than  five  per  cent  per  annum.” 

Let  us  see  then  who  are  the  persons  composing 
these  exchange  committees  to  execute  this  resolu 
tion.  They  were  according  to  the  appendix  to  this 
report : 

In  1836 — March  4.  Messrs.  Platt,  White,  New- 
kirk. Oct.  7.  White,  Lewis,  Price. 

In  1837 — Jan.  6.  Messrs.  Lewis,  Price,  Platt. 
July  11.  Cope,  Humphreys,  Vanderkemp. 

In  1838— Jan.  5.  Platt,  Cabot,  Wain.  Oct.  9. 
Wain,  Lewis,  Vanderkemp. 

In  1839 — Jan.  11.  Vanderkemp,  Price,  Cabot. 
July  5.  Cabot,  Cope,  Wain. 

In  1840 — Jan.  7.  Price,  Lewis,  Newkirk.  July 
7.  Price,  Cabot,  Handy.  Oct.  13.  Wain,  Handy, 
Cabot. 

This  then  was  the  settled  course  of  policy  of  the 
bank  until  its  future  late  could  be  ascertained.  No 
one  can  deny  that  this  was  the  true  course  for  the 
bank.  Now  this,  according  to  the  committee,  is 
the  source  of  all  the  diasters  of  the  institution — and 
they  assign  as  reasons  the  size  of  the  loans  made, 
and  the  want  of  minutes  by  the  committee,  which 
I have  already  answered,  and  finally  it  is  declared 
that  the  business  done  by  the  committee  “was  ne- 
ver submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  board,  at 
its  regular  meetings,  nor  is  it  any  where  entered  on 
the  minutes,  as  having  been  reported  to  that  body, 
for  their  information  or  approbation.” 

“The  established  course  of  business,”  say  they, 
“seems  to  have  been  for  the  first  teller  to  pay  on 
presentation  to  the  counter,  all  cheeks,  notes,  or 
due  bills,  having  endorsed  the  order  or  the  initials  of 
one  of  the  cashiers — and  to  place  these  as  vouchers 
in  his  drawers  for  so  much  cash — where  they  re- 
mained until  just  before  the  regular  periodical 
counting  of  the  cash  by  the  standing  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  bank.  These  vouchers  were  then 
taken  out  and  entered  as  ‘bills  receivable,’  in  a 
small  memorandum  book  under  the  charge  of  one 
of  the  clerks.”  And  then  we  are  led  to  imagine 
that  these  irregular  loans  having  once  got  into  this 
gulph  of  bills  receivable  lay  hidden  from  every  hu- 
man eye. 

This  was  undoubtedly  what  this  committee  would 
have  persuaded  the  stockholders — this  was  what 
they  meant  to  insinuate  without  asserting  it.  But 
by  one  of  those  lucky  accidents  which  sometimes 
defeat  the  worst  designs, this  very  committee  have  in- 
advertently and  unconsciously  put  forth  a statement, 
which  not  only  flatly  contradicts  the  whole  of  their 
report,  but  convicts  their  chairman,  Mr.  Lippincott, 
of  the  grossest  negligence  or  connivance.  As  long 
as  the  committee  wished  to  prove  that  the  officers 
of  the  bank  and  the  exchange  committee  were 
guilty,  it  suited  their  purposes  to  represent  these 
persons  as  concealing  their  proceedings.  But  hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  there  were  still  some  direc- 
tors— some  stockholders  probably  of  the  Reading 
rail  road — who  were  to  be  punished,  and  they 
therefore,  turn  short  round,  and  declare  that  these 
very  proceedings  were  constantly  before  the  direc- 
tors, who,  they  insinuate,  are  guilty  of  neglect  in 
not  examining  and  stopping  them.  Thanks  to  this 
blind  rage  for  more  vengeance,  they  thus  reveal 
what  completely  answers  all  that  they  have  previ- 
ously written,  and  never,  certainly,  was  seen  at  the 
quarter  sessions,  any  witness  caught  more  com- 
pletely in  his  own  trap.  All  this  is  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  report: 

“By  the  thirteenth  standing  rule  of  the  bank,  it 
is  provided  that  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
bank,  composed  of  five  members,  and  elected  by 
ballot  every  three  months,  should  “at  least  once 
during  their  time  of  service  examine  and  count  the 
discounted  notes;  and  compare  the  amount  thereof 
with  the  balance  of  the  amount  of  bills  discounted 
in  the  general  ledger;  they  shall  also  count  the 
cash,  and  the  printed  and  the  unprinted  paper  in 
possession  of  the  cashier — examine  the  evidences 
of  the  public  debt  and  property  of  the  corporations, 
make  an  inventory  of  the  same,  to  be  compared 
with  the  books  in  order  to  ascertain  the  agreement 
and  report  to  the  board.”  The  custom  appears  to 
have  been  for  this  committee  to  confine  their  ex- 
amination exclusively  to  the  cash,  bills  discounted 
on  personal  and  other  security,  the  issues,  and  the 
printed  and  unprinted  bank  paper  on  hand.  The 
account,  however,  of  the  general  state  of  the  bank, 
submitted  to  the  directors  at  every  stated  meeting , 
contained  the  items  of  “bills  receivable  on  the  bank 
stock  and  other  security,”  which  included  as  well 
the  bills  receivable  lor  sale  of  branches  as  the  loans 
made  in  the  manner  heretofore  adverted  to,  and  “fo- 
reign bills  of  exchange,”  under  which  head  was  con- 
tinued the  advances  on  shipments  of  merchandise. 
Thus,  on  June  28th,  1838,  on  which  day  an  exami- 
nation was  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  state 
of  the  bank,  there  stood  to  the  debit  of  “bills  receiv- 
able” the  sum  of  $13,106,074  55  cents;  and  of  “fo- 


reign bills  of  exchange”  the  sum  of  7,216.109  dol- 
lars, 34  cents 

This  is  truly  astounding.  Here  it  appears  by  the 
declaration  of  this  committee  itself,  that  at  every 
stated  meeting  of  the  directors  for  many  years,  all 
these  loans  now  deemed  so  secret — all  these  ad- 
vances on  cotton — every  species  of  investment 
which  is  the  subject  of  reproach  was  submitted  to 
the  directors.  Every  day  did  these  directors  see 
on  the  table  before  them  this  statement  of  loans  and 
advances,  and  any  director  who  wished  for  the  par- 
ticulars had  only  to  ask  lor  it  and  the  whole  details 
would  have  been  immediately  brought  into  the  di- 
rector’s room.  Not  merely  might  every  director 
examine  it — but  there  was  a committee  whose  spe- 
cial duty  it  was  to  examine  it,  according  to  the  bye 
laws,  every  three  months. 

Now  who  were  these  committees  on  the  state  of 
the  bank,  whose  business  it  was  to  control  the  ex- 
change committees?  They  were: 

In  1836 — March  4.  Lippincott,  Neff,  Brown, 
Trotter,  Beylaid.  October7.  Neff,  Troth,  Beylard, 
Newkirk,  Cope. 

In  1837— January  6.  Newkirk,  Lippincott,  Boh- 
len,  Vanderkemp,  Hickman.  April  14.  Newkirk, 
Lippincott,  Bohlen,  Lewis,  Hickman. 

In  1838 — January  5.  Lippincott,  Lewis,  Bohlen, 
Brown,  Connell.  October  9.  Cope,  Neff,  Cabot, 
Alsop,  Hickman. 

In  1839 — January  11.  Wain,  Hickman,  Alsop, 
White,  Newkirk.  July  5.  Alsop,  Hickman,  White, 
Newkirk,  Ingersoll.  December  17.  White,  New- 
kirk, Cabot,  Cope,  Price. 

In  1840 — January  7.  Wain,  Neff,  Connell,  Han- 
dy, Cabot.  July  7.  Wain,  Taylor,  Alsop,  Neff, 
Brown.  October  13.  Neff,  Lewis,  Martin,  Byre, 
Brown. 

But  more  especially  let  us  follow  Mr.  Lippincott. 

We  have  just  seen  by  the  above  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  committee  that  on  the  23th  of  June, 
1333,  on  w hich  day  an  examination  was  reported 
by  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  there 
stood  to  the  debit  of  “bills  receivable,”  the  sum  of 
$13,106,074  55,  and  of  “foreign  billsof  exchange,” 
the  sum  of  $7,216,109  34. 

Here  then  was  every  item  of  all  these  loans  and 
cotton  purchases  befoie  a committee  whose  bounden 
duty  it  was  to  examine  them.  Who  was  this  com- 
mittee? What  directors  were  they,  so  lost  to  their 
duty  as  not  to  have  examined  these  doings  and  ex- 
pose them?  Who,  above  all,  was  the  chairman  of 
that  committee,  the  natural  leader  of  that  great  re- 
form? Alas,  for  human  infirmity.  In  the  appen- 
dix of  the  committee’s  report  is  a list  of  all  the 
committees  for  several  years,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  on  the  very  28th  of  June  this  vigilant 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  stands  record- 
ed,  and  at  their  head  is 

JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT,  chairman. 
Lawrence  Lewis, 

John  Bohlen, 

John  A.  Brown, 

John  Connell. 

And  now  when  this  Mr.  Lippincott  goes  before 
the  stockholders  to  complain  of  abuses,  let  him  be 
asked  by  some  independent  man  what  he  did  on 
that  occasion.  Say  to  him  did  you  examine  these 
statements?  If  you  say  no — then  you  betrayed 
your  duty — then  you  were  faithless  to  us.  If  yes — 
then  why  did  you  not  stop  these  proceedings  which 
now,  nearly  three  years  afterwards,  you  come  to 
us  to  denounce.  You  are  unjust  to  us  in  either 
way,  and  we  fear  that  all  this  pretended  zeal  in  our 
service  is  but  a mask  to  conceal  your  own  selfish 
purposes.  Let  any  stockholder  say  that  to  him, 
and  see  what  he  will  answer. 

On  the  whole,  my  belief  is,  that  this  movement 
is  a conspiracy  got  up  by  the  managers  of  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation  company,  aided  by  a few 
weak  persons  who  did  not  see  that  they  were  the 
dupes  of  their  selfish  associates — that  to  carry 
their  objects,  they  have  by  misrepresentations  irri- 
tated the  stockholders  into  a measure  which  can- 
not tail  gr  *atly  to  injure  their  interests,  and  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  sacrificed 
to  the  jealousy  and  the  despair  of  the  Schuylkill 
Navigation  company. 

And  now  I have  occupied  you  long  enough  with 
these  miserable  intrigues,  and  will  release  you  with 
the  assurance  of  the  sincere  respect  of,  vour’s, 

N.  BIDDLE. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[continued  from  page  127  ] 

In  senate , Thursday,  January  21,  1S41. 

Mr.  Wright  said  it  would  be  unnecessary  for 
him  to  say  that  he  had  not  power  to  answer  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr.  Crittenden.)  He. 
(Mr.  Wright),  had  been  too  long  there,  and  w'as 
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too  well  known  in  that  body,  to  attempt  to  follow 
the  livciy  course  of  remark — the  keen  and  cut  tine; 
satire  ol  the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky.  His 
was  a more  plain  and  humble  past — that  ol  a 

far  as  lie  understood  them,  anil  ol  argument  so  tar 
as  he  was  able  to  bring  argument  to  bear  on  those 
facts.  He  confessed  he  was  unexpectedly  called 
upon  to  address  the  senate  in  immediate  reply  to  the 
senator  from  Kentucky.  The  senator  on  his  right, 
(Mr.  Buchanan),  to  whom  the  appeal  had  been 
more  particularly  directed,  had  yielded  the  floor  to 
him  for  a particular  purpose,  he  not  being  prepared, 
as  he,  (Mr.  W.)  was  not,  without  examination 
into  the  facts,  to  answer  the  remark  which  had 
been  made  on  the  subject  of  certain  items  of  public 
expenditure. 

He  should  discuss  but  one  single  topic,  first  brief- 
ly noticing,  and  verv  imperfectly,  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  senator  Iroin  Kentucky. 
But  first  it  was  due  to  himself  that  he,  (Mr. 
Wright),  should  offer  his  humble  apology  for  an 
interruption  of  the  honorable  senator,  not  that  it 
was  noticed  by  the  senate,  but  because  it  was  dis- 
courteous on  his  part.  Still  it  was  a compliment  to 
the  gentleman’s  powers  as  a debater,  lor  it  was  an 
interruption  which  nothing  could  have  drawn  Irom 
him  but  the  rapidity  and  force  with  which  he  was 
rushing  to  conclusions  calculated  to  carry  his  hearers 
along  with  him,  and  to  lead  the  senate,  as  Mr. 
Wright  thought,  to  erroneous  impressions  upon 
the  points  he  was  discussing.  Hence  the  interrup- 
tion, lor  which  he  sincerely  asked  his  pardon. 

[Mr.  Crittenden  courteously  remarked,  in  an 
under  tone,  that  apology  was  wholly  unnecessary.] 

Mr.  Wright  continued.  The  honorable  senator 
then  told  the  friends  of  the  present  administration, 
they  had  attempted  iu  sneer  at  the  now  dominant 
party.  Now,  if  he  had  said  or  done  any  thing  which 
should  seem  to  have  given  the  honorable  senator 
just  cause  for  such  an  imputation,  he  had  said  and 
done  what  he  had  not  intended  lo  say  or  do.  He 
(Mr.  Wright),  now  stood  in  a minority  in  the 
country,  and  he  had  been  called  upon  on  various 
occasions,  since  the  meeting  of  the  senate,  to  say 
that  he  desired  to  demean  himself  with  all  becom- 
ing modesty  and  humility  in  that  unfortunate  condi- 
tion; but  yet  he  might  say  to  the  honorable  senator, 
while  that  honorable  gentleman  was  presenting  to 
them  1,200.000  votes  on  Ins  side  as  too  large  a body 
to  be  sneered  at,  that  1,100,000  freemen,  as  a mi- 
nority, might  look  and  smile,  though  they  should 
not  sneer.  He  admitted  that  t tie  administration, 
which  was  to  come  in  on  file  4th  of  March  next, 
came  in  by  a vastly  larger  vote  than  any  which  had 
preceded  it;  and  he  would  tell  those  gentlemen — 
and  he  did  it  with  feelings  of  kindness — that  they 
came  in,  in  the  face  of  a minority,  in  numbers  and 
proportion  much  more  powerful  than  any  previous 
administration  ever  yet  met.  Let,  then,  on  all 
hands,  the  admonition  of  the  honorable  senator  be 
looked  to;  for,  while  it  does  not  belong  to  the  mino- 
nority  to  sneer,  Ihe  majority  have  not  advantage 
enough  to  swagger.  The  great  sea  of  public  opi- 
nion cannot  bear  deep  agitation,  without  some  dan- 
ger of  a change  of  power,  when  the  difference  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  is  so  small,  and  a 
change  of  ten  per  cent,  may  easily  be  wrought 
against  him  who  dares  excite  this  immense  mass  ol 
mind,  even  upon  the  surface.  Let  all,  then,  look 
well  and  carefully  to  their  measures  and  to  their 
policy.  He  took  the  reproof,  or  desired  lo  do  so, 
with  which  Ihe  honorable  senator  had  favored  him- 
self and  party;  and  he  would  be  very  glad  to  profit 
by  it.  At  ihe  same  time  he  wished  lo  impress  the 
honorable  senator  and  his  friends  with  the  papable 
truth  that  a strong  party  must  do  right  or  be  over- 
thrown. He  appeals  to  the  public  judgment  of  the 
freemen  of  the  country.  Mr.  Wright  cheerfully 
acknowledged  (he  propriety  of  the  tribunal,  and  its 
perfect  jurisdiction,  while  he  believed  the  repre- 
sentatives of  majorities  might  be  sometimes  wrong, 
and  that  constituent  majorities- were  easily  changed 
by  over-confidence  on  the  part  of  their  representa- 
tives, and  by  consequent  measures  having  more  refe- 
rence to  interests  and  classes  than  to  our  entire  con- 
stituency. 

Another  position  of  the  senator,  in  the  course  of 
his  interesting  argument,  was  that  they,  (the  pre- 
sent majority),  ‘-as  a dying  party,  upon  the  last 
stage  of  their  condemned  term,”  were  endeavoring 
to  do — what?  To  occupy  the  ground  of  the  future 
administration,  and  forestall  its  measures.  Was 
that  so?  Had  the  history  of  this  very  short  period,  in 
which  they  had  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  together, 
warranted  such  a charge?  They  had,  it  was  true, 
inlioduced  the  measure  under  discussion — a pre- 
emption bill  — a prospective  pre-emption — and  this, 
it  was  true,  in  that  respect,  was  a novel  1 eat  11  re  in  a 
settled  policy  of  the  retiring  administration.  What 
were  the  great  measures  of  policy,  as  iie  believed — 
for  no  man  could  speak  wiih  any  certainty  on  the 


subject — which  were  looked  to  by  the  whole  coun- 
try as  the  measures  ol'  the  coining  in-administration? 
A destruction  of  the  system  of  finance  ol  the  pie- 
sent  administration  was,  he  supposed,  tiie  most  pro 
minent.  Were  they,  (the  present  administration), 
responsible  for  presenting  that?  He  knew  the  other 
honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  would  discharge 
them  from  such  an  accusation,  for  he  would  feel 
honored  in  acknowledging  that  he  had  himself 
called  upon  them,  (the  present  majority),  to  undo 
what,  with  intentions  as  pure  to  their  country  as 
those  which  govern  the  gentlemen  opposite,  they 
had  done.  He,  (Mr.  Wright),  complained  not; 
yet  surely  they  ought  not  to  be  charged  with  at- 
tempting to  (orestall  the  measures  of  the  coming  in- 
administration. Thus  far,  the  resolution  to  repeal 
the  law  establishing  an  independent  treasury  for  the 
country  was  tlmrst  upon  them  almost  as  soon  as 
they  were  in  their  seats,  and  from  one  ol  the  great 
leaders  of  the  opposition  to  that  strictly  constitu- 
tional and  truly  republican  measure. 

Next,  as  to  this  proposed  distribution  to  the  states 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Was  not  that 
looked  upon  every  where  as  one  of  those  measures 
which  would  be  favorite  and  prominent  with  the 
coming  in-adininistration,  and  as  a measure  against 
which  the  existing  administration  was  known  to 
have  sustained  an  immovable  opposition?  Where 
they  then  to  be  charged — and  he  would  observe,  if 
he  should  appear  to  speak  warmly,  that  he  spoke 
with  no  unkindness — were  they  to  be  charged  with 
bringing  this  measure  before  the  senate,  and,  by 
acting  upon  it,  with  forestalling  the  measures  and 
policy  of  the  new  administration?  Certainly  not. 
The  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crit- 
tenden), would  concede  that  it  was  through  his 
agency,  and  not  through  the  agency  of  any  friend  of 
the  present  administration,  that  this  question  has 
been  forced  on  this  body,  and  calls  for  its  action  and 
its  judgment. 

Taking  the  facts,  then,  as  they  stood,  were  the 
friends  of  the  administration  chargeable  with  fore- 
stalling t lie  policy  of  the  triumphant  administration 
which  was  now  so  near?  It  had  seemed  lo  him  that 
they  were  not.  There  were  many  o'her  remarks  of 
1 he  honorable  senator  w hich  lie  might  notice,  but  he 
would  return  to  the  question  before  the  senate,  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  briefly  the  single  point 
which  hail  called  him  to  the  floor. 

The  proposition  before  the  senate  was  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  which 
had  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  to 
provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  those 
lands  to  the  states,  as  a part  of  the  instructions  pro- 
posed. The  point  he  wished  now  to  discuss  related 
to  this  part  of  the  instructions;  and  although,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  debate,  he  had  proposed  to 
himself  to  discuss  tills  whole  subject  of  distribu- 
tion, his  present  intention  was  to  examine  one  single 
ground  upon  which  the  policy  of  distribution  was 
urged. 

He  had  been  persuaded  to  take  this  course  at  this 
lime,  because  lie  had  seen  the  short  period  which 
remained  for  the  transaction  of  business  during  the 
present  session  of  congress,  the  press  of  business  to 
be  done,  and  the  great  anxiety  ol  the  peculiar  friends 
of  the  pre-emption  bill  for  its  passage. 

This  should  control  his  present  action;  but  if  the 
debate  should  take  a different  direction,  or  if  he 
should  retain  a seat  in  the  senate,  and  a tuture  oc- 
casion shouid  arise,  in  consequence  of  a future  pro 
secution  of  I his  policy,  he  might  then  claim  the 
privilege  of  giving  his  sentiments  at  large  upon  the 
proposed  measure  in  all  its  aspects. 

At  the  present  time  he  would  consider  but  one  of 
the  arguments  by  which  it  was  supported  in  the 
country,  and  in  the  minds  of  a portion  of  the  con- 
stituency of  the  present  congress.  He  referred  to 
its  connexion  with  what  is  familiarly  known  as  the 
tariff,  or  the  protective  policy  of  the  country.  It 
must  be  known  to  many  members  of  the  two  houses 
ol  congress  that,  with  a large  portion  ol  the  people 
of  the  New  England  slates,  and  he  believed  the  same 
thing  was  true  as  to  portions  of  his  own  and  other 
states,  this  policy  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  was  popular,  not  so  much  from  any  love 
to  the  appropriation  and  application  of  these  pro- 
ceeds as  irom  a wish  to  have  that  amount,  whatever 
it  might  be,  subtracted  from  the  treasury,  that  llmre 
might  be  an  occasion  to  increase  the  duties  on  im- 
ports to  an  equal  amount.  This  idea,  if  indeed  it 
did  prevail  in  the  tariff  stales,  must,  it  would  be 
seen  at  once,  rest  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
more  duties  there  were  imposed  upon  imports  the 
more  protection  must  be  afforded  to  domestic  ma- 
nufactures or  products  coming  in  competition  with 
the  imports  thus  burdened  with  duty.  Is  this  a 
sound  inference?  He  was  aware  Ihe  inquiry  was 
addressed  to  those  senators  who  represented  states 
favoring  the  protective  policy.  He  was  not  sure 
the  position  was  sound  or  practical,  but  it  seemed  to 


him  to  be  both.  He  was  also  sensible  that  it  might, 
at  the  fust  impression,  strike  the  minds  of  the  se- 
nators from  the  antl-Iaiitf  stales  as  being  an  argu- 
ment, if  it  had  any  force,  in  favor  of  the  policy  of 
the  distribution.  He  entreated  all  to  listen  to  the 
suggestions,  and  to  take  time  to  weigh  Ihein  well, 
before  they  should  be  made  the  foundation  of  of- 
ficial action  upon  either  side  of  this  important 
question. 

When,  then,  does  a duty  commence  to  be  protec- 
tive? Is  it  so  either  to  our  manufacturer  or  our  pro- 
ducer while  the  foreigner  has  the  entire  and  ex- 
clusive possession  of  our  market  for  the  sale  of  his 
manufactured  article  or  foreign  production?  All 
would  say  no.  The  duty,  under  such  a state  of 
things,  might  fill  the  public  treasury,  but  it  could 
not,  in  any  possible  sense,  protect  any  domestic 
interest.  The  operation  of  the  tariff  of  duties  must 
commence  to  be  exclusive  and  prohibitory  before  it 
can  begin  to  be  protective.  It  must,  to  some  ex- 
tent, shut  the  foreigner  from  our  market,  and  open 
it  to  the  domestic  manufacturer  and  producer,  before 
its  protective  features  can  be  at  all  valuable;  and 
when  this  process  once  commences,  the  further  it  is 
carried  in  its  exclusive  and  prohibitory  action,  the 
more  protective  is  the  tariff  under  which  it  takes 
place. 

But  what  may  be  the  effect  upon  the  revenue  of 
this  protective  action?  In  the  precise  proportion  in 
which  it  is  exclusive  and  prohibitory,  it  must  di- 
minish the  revenue  upon  imports.  In  other  words, 
as  far  as  any  tariff  shall  be  protective  in  its  aciion 
and  effect,  just  so  tar  it  must  be  a tariff  not  the  most 
perfectly  fitted  tor  the  purposes  of  revenue.  That 
tariff  which  is  best  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  re- 
venue, by  itself  considered,  must  be  that  which 
promotes  the  greatest  amount  of  importations  and 
the  greatest  amount  of  revenue  combined.  That 
tariff  which  is  best  adapted  to  the  reasonable  pur- 
poses ol  protection  is  the  one  which  shall  place 
American  and  foreign  interest  of  the  same  character 
upon  a par  in  our  own  markets,  and  this  is  the  leas.t 
wdiich  the  tariff  interest  can  desire. 

Try,  then,  the  policy  of  this  measure  with  these 
interests.  It  is  now  proposed  to  separate  Iroui  tile 
treasury,  to  give  away  the  revenue  from  the  lands, 
our  principal  source  of  internal  revenue,  and  that 
lor  the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportunity  to  impose 
higher  duties  where  protection  is  desired.  This  is 
acting  upon  the  principle,  not  simply  that  the  higher 
the  duty  the  greater  will  be  the  protection,  but  also 
that  the  higher  (he  rate  of  duty  the  greater  will  he 
the  amount  of  revenue  received. 

A single  reflection  will  convince  any  one  that  this 
will  be  true  only  while  the  foreigner  has  the  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  market,  and,  by  necessary 
consequence,  the  duty  is  not  protective  at  all.  It 
the  high  rate  begins  to  exclude  the  foreigner  and  let 
our  own  produce  or  manufactures  compete  with 
him  in  the  market,  Ihe  question  of  revenue  imme- 
diately becomes  incidental,  and  its  amount  will  de- 
pend, regardless  of  the  rate  of  duty,  upon  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  state  of  trade  and  of  ihe  market 
givps  to  the  foreign  or  the  domestic  parties,  at  any 
given  period.  If  the  protective  influence  shall  pre- 
dominate, the  foreigner  will  be  driven  from  the 
market,  and  the  revenue  will  fail.  How,  then,  is  it 
to  be  supplied?  Most  clearly,  if  impost  be  the  only 
resort,  by  a reduction  of  the  rate  ol  duty,  until  the 
toreigner  can  again  come  into  the  domestic  market, 
upon  grounds  of  advantageous  competition.  In  other 
words,  by  taking  from  tiie  taiitf  its  protective  and 
giving  it  a revenue  preponderance.  Can  there  be  a 
doubt  that  this  must  be  the  pi  inciple  of  action  in  all 
such  legislation? 

How,  then,  is  the  principle  of  protection  to  be 
preserved  consistently  with  its  action?  By  giving 
aw  ay  or  destroying  all  our  sources  of  internal  reve- 
nue, and  making  onr  treasury  wholly  dependent 
upon  imposts?  Or  by  fostering  and  preserving  every 
source  ol  internal  revenue,  so  lar  as  the  state  of  the 
treasury'  will  permit,  that  when  our  tariff' lor  revenue 
shall,  by  the  course  oflrade,  or  exchange,  or  nation- 
al policy,  become  protective,  we  may  preserve  it 
so,  and  not  be  compelled  to  reduce  our  rates  of  duty, 
to  invite  the  foreigner  into  our  markets  lo  undersell 
our  own  citizens,  that  our  treasury  may  be  sustained 
Irom  the  duty  to  be  imposed  upon  the  importations? 

The  proposition  now  under  consideration  is  to 
give  away  to  the  states,  to  take  from  the  national 
treasury,  onr  richest  source  of  internal  revenue,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.,  an  amount 
of  from  three  anil  a half  to  four  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  and  to  throw  that  treasury  exclusively 
upon  a revenue  from  customs  for  dependence  and 
support.  This,  too,  is  pioposed  to  be  done  at  a time 
when  (lie  whole  revenue  from  lands  and  cu«loms  is 
not  equal  to  the  payment  of  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  government.  And.  why  is  this  strange  policy 
to  be  adopted?  Why  is  this  most  stable  source  of 
revenue  to  be  cut  off',  and  given  away  in  gratuities, 
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when  we  are  borrowing  money  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  nation? 

Among  other  groti inis  assigned  (or  the  strange  po- 
licy,  one  is  that  he  had  mentioned — to  lavor  the 
protective  policy,  by  making  the  occasion  lor  in- 
creased duties  upon  imports.  Could  it  be  necessary 
for  him  to  say  more  to  show  that  this  ground  was 
not  sustainable? — that  this  policy  would  be  suicidal 
to  the  interests  it  was  advocated  to  protect?  It 
seemed  to  him  not.  The  proposition  was  too  plain 
to  admit  of  amplification.  Dmies,  to  be  protective, 
must  be,  to  a greater  or  less  extent,  exclusive  and 
prohibitory — must  have  a tendency  rather  to  dimi- 
nish than  to  increase  revenue,  by  giving  a fair  por- 
tion of  the  market  to  domestic  products  and  manu- 
factures, to  the  exclusion  of  foreign;  and,  when  there 
i9  a deficiency  of  revenue  from  imposts  under  such 
a system,  it  must  be  supplied  Irom  internal  sources, 
or  the  protection  must  be  surrendered,  the  duties  re- 
duced, greater  advantages  given  to  the  foreigner  in 
our  market,  and  the  importations  be  thus  increased. 
Under  our  system,  the  internal  sources  of  revenue 
are  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  excise  and  direct  tax- 
ation. Give  aw-ay  the  former,  and  who  expects  a 
congress  will  ever  be  found  to  resort  to  either  of  the 
latter  to  raise  revenue,  when  it  can  be  raised  by 
duties  on  importsJ  Who  will  believe  that  excise, 
or  direct  taxation,  will  ever  be  imposed  lo  save  a 
protective  tariff?  No  man  acquainted  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  or  tile  action  of  legislate  e bodies 
elected  by  the  people,  would  indulge  such  a hope. 

Our  sources  of  internal  revenue,  then,  which  do 
not  spring  from  taxation,  must  be  preserved  and  fos- 
tered, or  a protective  policy  cannot  be  independent- 
ly pursued. 

Take  Ihe  articles  of  wool  and  woollens,  the  great  ] 
northern  and  eastern  interests.  So  regulate  the  ta- 
riff that  American  wool  holds  the  market  against 
the  foreign  article,  and  that  American  cloths  can 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  country  in  fair 
competition  with  the  foreign,  and  then  experience, 
as  at  this  time,  a deficiency  of  revenue,  that  arising 
from  an  immense  public  domain  having  been  taken 
from  the  treasury,  and  given  to  the  states.  What 
are  you  to  do.  Will  higher  duties  produce  more 
revenue?  Not  in  the  case  supposed;  for  when  the 
competition  is  even,  or  balancing  in  tavor  of  the  do- 
mestic interests,  more  duties  will  be  prohibition; 
and  while  protection  may  be  rendered  perfect  by 
such  legislation,  all  revenue  will  be  lost.  You  must 
reduce  the  duty,  then,  and  thus  invite  importations 
to  raise  your  revenue,  and,  having  no  other  resource, 
the  policy  would  be  compulsory. 

It  is  a mistake,  then,  to  assume  that  this  measure 
will  necessarily  favor  the  piotected  interests  and  the 
protective  policy.  It  may  injure  both.  It  is  a mis- 
take to  suppose  that  forcing  the  treasury  to  an  ex 
elusive  dependence  upon  revenue  from  imports  will 
secure  the  system  of  protection.  It  may  destroy  it. 
The  treasury  ol  the  nation  must  be  supplied;  and  il 
such  imports  as  are  consistent  with  the  system  of 
protection  do  not  y'ield  the  requisite  revenue,  the 
protection  must  be  yielded  to  the  necessity  (or  reve- 
nue. 

There  is  another  consideration  growing  out  of  the 
policy  of  n akii.g  the  treasury  dependent  upon  a re- 
venue from  imports  alone,  which  deserves  the  seri- 
ous examination  of  all  belore  it  shall  be  adopted  as 
the  policy  for  our  country.  Where  will  rest  the 
control,  both  as  to  our  supply  ot  revenue  and  the 
protection  of  our  domestic,  interests  under  such  a 
policy?  Will  it  be  in  tile  hands  of  congress,  or  in 
foreign  hands?  Congress  can  invite,  but  congress 
cannot  compel,  importations.  Those  great  interests 
which  regulate  Ihe  trade  of  the  world  govern  our 
importations;  and  they  aie,  at  all  times,  subject  to 
the  influences  of  foreign  interests  and  loreign  policy, 
as  well  as  our  own.  Make  the  treasury  of  the  na- 
tion exclusively  dependent  upon  these  importations, 
and  it,  too,  must  be  equally  in  subjection  to  the  same 
influences.  The  protective  features  of  ourtarilf  be- 
come, in  their  operation,  injurious  to  some  impor- 
tant interest  ot  a country  with  which  our  trade  is 
extensive,  and  produce  a desire  on  the  pait  of  that 
country  to  change  our  rates  of  duty.  Our  treasury 
is  solely  dependent  upon  revenue  troin  imports,  and, 
by  consequence,  proportionably  dependent  upon 
importations  from  the  country  in  question.  It  slops 
its  trade  with  us.  Our  revenue  falls  oil,  and  our 
treasury  is  made  empty,  while  we  are  told,  reduce 
vour  rates  ol  duly  and  the  suspended  trade  shall  be 
renewed  and  extended.  Can  congress  regulate  this 
al'einpt  to  control  our  policy  by  a foreign  power'— 
By  a countervailing  pol  cy  it  can;  but  that  will  not 
produce  revenue,  or  fill  our  treasury;  ami,  it  our 
sources  of  internal  revenue  be  destroyed,  or  given 
away,  it  can  only  be  adopted  and  sustained  by  a re- 
sort to  direct  taxation.  What,  in  such  a case,  would 
be  likely  to  be  done?  'Would  our  sy'stein  ol  protec- 
tion be  adhered  to,  or  our  duties  be  reduced?  II  we 
have  the  land  revenue  to  supply  the  treasury,  the 


countervailing  policy  will  be  likely  to  govern  us; 
but  if  it  is  to  be  resorted  to  at  the  expense  of  direct 
taxation,  protection  will  be  very  sure  to  be  yielded, 
and  the  treasury  supplied  by  a reduction  of  our  rates 
of  duty.  In  short,  if  w e place  our  treasury  in  a con- 
dition to  be  exclusively  dependent  upon  customs, 
#ur  policy  must  be  to  invite  importations,  to  burden 
them  as  lightly  as  possible,  lest  they  are  turned  into 
other  channels;  to  make  Ihe  trade  of  foreigners  with 
us  as  profitable  as  possible,  that  they  may  consent, 
through  its  means,  to  supply  our  treasury. 

Can  considerations  such  as  these  fail  to  convince 
the  tariff  interests  in  our  country  that  they'  are  not 
fostered  by  giving  away  our  sources  of  internal  re- 
venue, and  lorcing  ourselves  into  a state  of  entire 
dependence  upon  foreign  trade  for  the  supply  of  our 
national  treasury?  Il  seemed  to  him  not. 

Nor  could  this  view  of  the  operation  of  this  distri- 
bution, properly  considered,  render  the  measure  or 
the  policy  more  acceptable  to  the  anti-tariff  inter- 
ests. They  desire  the  least  possible  amount  of  du- 
ties consistent  with  a healthful  and  certain  revenue, 
and  it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  distribution 
to  the  states  ot  the  land  revenue  will  produce  the  in- 
stant necessity  of  an  increase  of  duties  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  money  taken  from  the  treasury  tor  dis- 
tribution. Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  elfect 
upon  the  protective  policy,  the  influence  of  the 
measure  upon  the  free  trade  principle  cannot  be 
equivocal. 

These  suggestions  had  been  hastily  and  crudely 
given,  and  yet  he  hoped  he  had  sufficiently  develop 
ed  his  views  to  enable  the  members  of  the  senate  to 
understand  him.  It  was  to  them  he  desired  to  ad- 
dress himself  upon  this  point.  They  would  reflect 
upon  Ihe  ideas  he  had  thrown  out,  anil  he  knew  they 
would  allow  them  all  the  weight  they  deserved,  if, 
indeed,  they  should  be  found  to  deserve  any. 

He  would  take  up  but  a very  few  moments  more 
of  their  time  in  briefly  replying  lo  some  other  obser- 
vations of  the  senator  Iroin  Kentucky.  If  he  un- 
derstood that  honorable  senator — and  he  begged 
him  to  believe  that  he  did  not  wish  to  misunderstand 
him — he  said  that  the  present  administration  had 
spent  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of  dollais 
in  Ihe  four  years  of  its  term;  and  that  upon  roads, 
hai bors,  canals,  ships,  loitilicatioiis,  &c.  there  had 
been  expended  but  nine  millions  of  dollars. 

He  (Mr.  Wright)  had  not  the  means  at  hand  to 
examine  this  matter,  but  he  believed  iri  the  four 
years  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  bills  an- 
nually for  fortifications  of  from  a hail  to  a million  of 
dollars;  for  the  navy  of  from  five  to  six  millions,  in- 
cluding a permanent  appropriation  of  half  a million, 
to  be  exclusively  expended  for  the  increase  of  the 
navy,  separate  from  the  support,  repairs  and  the 
like,  as  well  as  sundiy  large  appropriations  for 
steam  ships;  for  harbors,  large  appropriations,  near- 
ly annually,  if  not  entirely  so;  though  for  roads  and 
canals,  he  was  happy  to  know  little  or  nothing  had 
been  done,  because  he  considered  all  such  expendi- 
tures by  this  government  wrong  in  principle  and 
impolitic  in  practice. 

[Mr.  Crittenden  said,  in  justice  lo  himself,  he 
should  explain  that  he  did  not  include  the  repairing 
of  ships,  and  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the  men,  but 
the  meie  building  of  ships.] 

Mr.  Wright  had  understood  the  senator  to  speak 
simply  of  the  ships,  and  not  of  the  pay,  but  he  sup- 
posed he  had  intended  lo  include  rebuilding,  repaiis 
and  similar  expenditures. 

Well,  then,  the  senator  said  there  were  some  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  which 
had  been  expended  within  lour  years,  and  how  ex- 
pended? Why,  expended  in  pursuance  of  appropri- 
ations made  by  themselves  (congress),  and  for  that 
whole  period  they  had  had  the  honorable  senator’s 
watchfulness  and  guardian  care  over  them,  constant- 
ly; and  he  believed  he  did  that  honorable  senator  no 
injustice  when  he  said,  that  if  he  had  seemed  to  feel 
more  dissatisfied  at  one  time  than  another  with  the 
rotes  of  him,  (Mr.  Wright),  it  was  when  he  voted 
against  appropriations.  Still  he  admitted  there 
might  have  been  abuses  practised  in  expenditures — 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say  there  had  riot  been;  but 
be  said  cheerfully — what  the  honorable  senator  Irom 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan)  said  yesterday — he 
challenged  investigation,  not  in  a spirit  of  triumph, 
but  with  a patriotic  feeling  towards  the  country  ai.d 
its  interests.  II  there  had  been  abuse,  let  exposure 
and  punishment  be  visited  upon  the  guilty;  on  him, 
if  he  were  the  man;  on  his  best  friend;  on  any  man, 
whoever  he  might  be,  in  this  vast  nation,  who  had 
embezzled  the  public  money,  who  had  squandered 
it  improperly,  or  who  had  been  unfaithful  in  a pe- 
cuniary trust.  He  again  said,  examine,  bnt  examine 
with  justice  and  truth.  That  was  all  the  favor  he 
asked;  and  he  now  appealed  to  that  great  party,  lor 
some  of  the  members  of  which  lie  cherished  a feel- 
ing bordering  on  friendship,  to  do  to  their  oppo- 
nents justice— to  tell  the  tiuth  of  them— and  to  pu- 


| nish  them  only  when  they  should  be  lound,  alter 
careful  and  fair  examination,  to  deserve  it.  The 
; papers  and  records  were  soon  to  pass  into  their 
j hands,  and  Ihe  means  tor  investigation  would  be 
ample.  IM  not  the  desire  to  find  fault  be  para- 
mount to  the  obligations  of  truth  and  justice. 

Another  subject  lias  given  employment  lo  the  ho- 
norable senator’s  talent  for  satire  in  no  stinted  mea- 
sure. He  referred  to  the  senator’s  sedentary  army 
of  militia,  which  the  president  is  said  to  have  or- 
ganized, to  prosecute  the  Indian  war  in  Florida. 

Previous  to  the  late  elections,  the  honorable  se- 
nator and  bis  parly  told  a very  dilferent  story  touch- 
ing the  military  designs  and  propensities  of  the  pre- 
sident. Then  his  purpose  was  a "standing  army” 
ol  200,000  men — militia,  it  is  true — to  be  used,  not 
to  subdue  the  murderous  Seminole,  but  to  prostrate 
the  libei  ties  of  this  free  country,  to  break  dow  n the 
constitution  and  the  union,  and  establish  a military 
despotism  upon  the  ruins. 

He  (Mr.  Wright)  could  not  forget  this  startling 
ground  of  the  opposition  during  the  late  contest,  be- 
cause he  had  then,  as  now,  constantly  found  himself 
contending  upon  this  point  belore  meetings  of  the 
people,  and  then,  as  now  too,  as  the  result  had  prov- 
ed, contending  against  antagonists  who  were  more 
than  a match  lor  him.  Then  the  president  was  a 
fearful  despot,  a tyrant,  and  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  the  neighbors,  our  friends,  our  fathers, 
brothers,  sons,  the  militia  of  the  country,  converted 
into  a standing  army , not  of  regular  soldiers  with 
theii  permanent  officers,  but  of  militia,,  was  to  de- 
stroy the  liberties  of  this  our  beloved  land,  and  to 
rule  our  sixteen  millions  of  people  as  a military  de- 
spot, supported  and  sustained  by  these  2<MJ,WU0  citi- 
zen soldiers! 

What  is  the  president  now?  In  what  frightful 
aspect  does  the  senator  present  him  to  the  country 
on  this  day?  As  imbecile  in  the  extreme;  as  to  ter- 
minate an  Indian  war  of  some  lour  or  five  years’ 
duration,  which  has  baffled  the  efforts  of  our  whole 
gallant  little  army  lor  that  entire  period,  by  means 
of  a sedentary  army  of  srx  hundred  men;  a corps  of 
sedentary  militia  of  that  formidable  number. 

One  tiling  he  (Mr.  W.)  hoped  he  might  now  as- 
sure liimseli,  and  that  was,  that  th  s new  army  of  six 
hundred  sitting  men  would  not  frighten  from  their 
propriety  the  great  paity  of  which  the  honorable  se- 
nator was  so  distinguished  a member,  nor  render 
them  inconveniently  uneasy  in  regard  to  the  safety 
of  the  liberties  ol  the  country;  most  especially  so 
when  a few  weeks  must  terminate  the  command  of 
their  present  chieftain. 

Look  at  these  positions.  That  man  who,  on  the 
fiist  days  of  November,  was  to  cleave  down  the 
liberty  ol  the  people  by  a standing  army  of  militia, 
was  now,  in  January,  to  defend  the  country  by  600 
men,  whose  duty  it  was  to  sit,  not  stand,  and  who 
were  limited  to  an  employment  w ithin  twenty  miles 
from  Ihe  place  on  which  they  sat.  Now',  he  thought 
there  was  a iitte  extravagance  in  all  this;  and  lie 
could  not  believe,  after  all,  that  there  would  there- 
by be  much  added  to  the  expenses  of  the  goven- 
inent. 

[Mr.  Crittenden  read  the  order  of  general 
Read,  to  w hich  he  had  referred,  but  the  reporter 
could  not  obtain  a copy  Of  Ihe  authority  of  t he  or- 
der, Mr.  C.  said  he  knew  nothing.  It  had  been  plac- 
ed in  his  hands,  and  was  a publication  from  a news- 
paper ] 

Mr.  Wright  bad  only  referred  to  the  matter  be- 
cause it  had  been  introduced  by  the  honorable  sena- 
tor. He  thought  it  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  sub- 
ject belore  the  senate,  and  was  not  disposed  to  con- 
sume further  time  about  it.  What  he  had  learned 
from  the  remarks  of  tne  gentleman,  and  the  extract 
he  had  read  from  an  unknown  authority,  constitut- 
ed the  whole  of  his  information  upon  the  subject. 
He  bad  never  before  heard  of  even  the  existence  of 
this- iniiitia  force — this  sitting  army;  and  he  certain- 
ly did  not  desire  to  extend  remarks  upon  a subject 
about  which  he  knew  nothing. 

A word  upon  another  subject.  The  honorable 
senator  complained  that  there  bad  been  a wanton 
expenditure  ol  money  for  supplies  for  the  army  in 
Florida  and  t he*  Creek  and  Cherokee  countries;  that 
provisions  had  been  purchased  lor  high  prices, 
which  were  not  used;  and  that  they  had  been  sold 
at  public  auction  for  low  prices.  These  might  be 
facts.  The  senator  read  irom  a printed  document 
wtiich  he  ( Mr.  Wright)  had  never  seen,  but  which 
he  presumed  was  good  authority  lor  his  positions. 
Did  it  follow,  however,  that  the  present  president 
was  in  fault  in  the  matter?  Did  it  follow,  by  ne- 
cessi’y,  that  any  person  was  in  fault?  and.  if  any 
peison,  would  it  not  be  more  just  to  state  who  was 
the  officer  in  command,  w ho  had  charge  of  the  pur- 
chases spoken  of,  and  under  what  public  agent  the 
property  had  been  thus  sacrificed? 

There  had  been  a period  in  our  history,  if  lie  was 
not  mistaken  as  lo  facts,  when  provisions  purchased 
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for  the  use  of  our  armies,  at  a dearer  rate  even  than 
those  referred  to  by  the  senator,  had  been  piled  to- 
gether and  burned,  to  further  light  (or  a distinguish- 
ed retreating  general  from  a retreating  enemy;  and 
yet,  neither  the  general,  nor  the  administration  un- 
der which  he  served,  was  condemned  either  lor  the 
military  achievement,  or  the  loss  of  the  public  pro- 
perty.  This  did  not  take  place,  as  his  memory  told 
him,  upon  the  southwestern,  but  upon  the  noi  thwes- 

tern  frontier,  and  not  during  the  Florida  war,  but  the 
war  with  England  of  1812 — ’15. 

Had  the  officer  in  charge  of  this  property  in  the 
Indian  country  pursued  this  course;  had  he,  instead 
of  his  auction  sale,  burned  the  supplies,  and  made 
a precipitate  retreat,  the  administration  he  served, 
as  well  as  himself,  might  have  been  spared  these 
sharp  censures.  He,  however,  as  Mr.  Wright 
believed,  had  accomplished  the  duty  assigned  him, 
and  was  ready  to  dismiss  his  force  to  their  homes, 
so  far  as  they  were  militia,  and  to  other  service  so 
far  as  they  were  regulars;  and  the  supplies  not  be- 
ing wanted  at  the  station  where  they  were,  and 
transportation  being  the  principal  ingredient  of  their 
cost,  he  took,  whether  wisely  or  not,  the  expedient 
of  a public  sale  at  auction  rather  than  that  of  a se- 
cond transportation.  If  the  prices  paid  at  the  sale 
were  low,  the  loss  was  the  greater,  but  it  was  not 
a total  loss,  nor  was  the  property  consumed  to  fur- 
Irish  a light,  not  for  a pursued,  but  retreating  gene- 
ral. He  thought,  therefore,  he  was  authorised  to 
say  that  if  the  entire  public  loss  in  the  one  case  was 
not  cause  for  censure  upon  the  general,  but  rather 
for  his  greater  elevation,  the  partial  loss  in  the  other 
could  not  be  a broad  ground  lor  the  sweeping  con- 
demnation of  a whole  administration. 

Mr.  Webster.  I rise  to  say  a few  words  in  an- 
swer to  the  honorable  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Wright),  on  the.  amendment  which  has  been 
moved  by  the  member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crit- 
tenden), and  which  proposes  to  connect  with 
this  pre-emption  bill  a provision  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
states. 

I have  been  of  opinion,  for  several  years,  that 
such  a distribution,  made  on  principles  of  justice 
and  equity,  doing  justice  to  all  the  states,  new  and 
old,  is  a proposition  which  makes  daily  progress  in 
public  favor,  and  must  at  no  distant  day,  receive 
the  sanction  of  congress.  I have,  indeed,  little 
doubt  that  the  measure  will  pass  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, carrying  with  it  a proper  provision,  by  way  of 
pre-emption,  for  actual  settlers,  and  fulfilling  all  the 
just  expectations  of  those  of  the  new  states  to  whom 
less  of  the  public  land  has  been  given  for  purposes  of 
improvement  than  to  the  others.  But  I shall  not  dis- 
cuss this  subject  now. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  has  inti- 
mated that  the  general  feeling,  in  favor  of  distribu- 
tion, which  prevails  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
states,  arises  from  the  hope  that,  when  the  treasury 
shall  be  deprived  of  the  income  from  the  land  of- 
fices, it  will  become  necessary  to  replenish  it  by 
laying  heavier  duties  on  importations,  and  that  in 
this  manner  greater  protection  to  American  manu- 
factures my  be  secured.  In  other  words,  being  not 
in  favor  of  distribution,  he  invokes  against  it  the 
fears  of  a high  protecting  tariff. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  reasons  may  actuate 
others,  but  such  is  not  my  ground  of  proceeding.  If 
there  were  not  a single  article  produced  in  the  coun- 
try which  needed  or  deserved  protection,  I should 
be  of  the  same  opinion  I now  am. 

Whatever  reason  there  is  for  distribution  lies  in 
this,  that,  looking  to  the  original  object  of  the  ces- 
sions made  by  Virginia  and  other  states,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  debt  of  the  revolution  has  now  been 
paid,  a fair  case  is  presented  to  the  states  to  say 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
should  be  devided  amongst  them,  according  to  num- 
bers, as  the  nearest  approach  that  can  now  be  made 
to  the  original  intention,  in  the  transaction  of  ces- 
sion. 

This  is  the  general  ground.  No  doubt  it  is  a 
measure  affecting  the  finances  and  the  state  of  the 
treasury,  and  this  part  of  the  case  has  not  been  over- 
looked. I know,  of  course,  that  distribution  among 
the  states,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  reduces,  by  so  much,  the  general  receipt 
into  the  treasury,  and  for  one  I am  quite  ready  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  by  new  duties,  to  be  im- 
posed on  certain  articles  of  luxury.  I have  always 
spoken  of  such  articles  as  proper  subjects  of  duties. 
I have  referred  particularly  to  silks  and  wines — 
which  are  not  of  the  class  of  protected  articles  It  is 
true,  congress  has  been  strenuously  petitioned  to 
protect  the  silk  manufacture,  but  the  rate  of  duties 
which  has  been  suggested  would  probably  be  little 
efficacious  for  such  a result. 

But  looking  at  the  subject  in  a merely  financial 
point  of  view,  it  appears  to  me  that  duties  ought 


immediately  to  be  laid  on  these  articles.  Why  not? 
They  are  articles  of  consumption  almost  entirely  by 
the  more  affluent.  They  are  not  of  the  necessaries 
of  common  life,  or  essential  to  any  branch  of  our 
own  industry.  Why  then  not  collect  duties  from 
them;  I am  of  opinion  that  an  ad  valorem  duty  ol 
twenty  or  twenty-five  per  cent,  would  probably 
quite  supply  the  deficiency  caused  by  withdrawing 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  from  the  treasury.  And 
this  is  exactly  what  I recommend  to  be  done.  Dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  states,  and  make  up  the  loss  to  the  trea- 
sury by  a duty  on  silks  and  wines.  This  is  my 
opinion  of  our  true  policy,  at  the  present  moment. 
This  question,  thus  stated,  steers  clear  of  all  dis- 
pute about  duties  for  protection.  It  puts  the  sim- 
ple question,  at  once,  is  it  better  for  all  the  people 
that  silks  and  wines  should  continue  to  come  in  free, 
or  that  they  should  be  reasonably  taxed  at  the  cus- 
tom house,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  be 
divided  among  the  states?  This  i3  the  plain,  narrow, 
direct  question. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  supposes 
it  not  wise  to  rely  entirely  on  dulies  on  imports  for 
the  support  ot  government.  Certainly  not,  in  time 
of  war,  or  apprehension  of  war;  but  such  duties 
have  been  our  main  reliance  "for  two-thirds  the  his- 
tory- of  the  government.  Their  amount  is,  of  course, 
in  some  measure  uncertain  and  fluctuating,  but,  hard- 
ly more  so,  in  times  of  peace,  than  the  amount  of 
land  sales.  At  the  close  of  the  late  war,  the  income 
from  the  sales  of  lands  was  very  small.  I remem- 
ber to  have  called  on  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th  or 
5th  of  March,  1817,  the  period  of  his  retirement 
from  office.  He  spoke  upon  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands,  and  remarked  that  northern  and  eas- 
tern gentlemen  were  not  sufficiently  sensible  of 
their  importance,  and  went  on  to  observe  that,  in 
his  opinion  with  prudent  management,  they  might 
be  made  to  produce  a million  and  a half  a year,  or 
certainly  a million!  So  low  was  even  hia  estimate 
at  that  time  of  the  income  to  be  expected  from  this 
quarter.  We  have  seen  it  reach,  at  least,  in  one  year, 
twenty  times  that  amount.  But  even  with  such 
slight  hopes  from  the  public  lands,  and  a debt  of 
eighty  or  a hundred  millions,  the  internal  taxes  were 
repealed,  and  the  nation  trusted  to  commerce  for  the 
supply  of  the  treasury. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  seemed 
to  put  his  reasoning  into  the  form  of  a syllogism. 
You  rely  on  importations,  he  argues,  to  furnish  re- 
venue, and  yet  you  lay  duties  to  check  importa- 
tions. 

[Mr.  Wright  signified  dissent  to  this  state- 
ment.] 

Mr.  Webster.  I so  understood  him;  but,  of 
course,  he  can  best  explain  his  own  meaning. 

[Mr.  Wright  explained.  He  said  his  argument 
was  this;  his  idea  of  protection  was  this.  The 
idea  of  protection  by  duties  carried  wdth  it  the  idea 
that  they  should  be  such  as  topreclude  foreign  com- 
petition; and  to  be  protecting  duties  they  need  not 
be  revenue  duties;  nay,  they  might  operate  to  stop 
revenue  altogether  ] 

Mr.  Webster.  So  I understood  the  honorable 
member,  exactly.  And  none  can  doubt  that  if  a 
government  relies  on  duties  upon  importations  for 
its  revenues,  it  would  be  absurd  to  lay  duties  so 
high  as  to  prevent  importation.  Certainly,  I main- 
tain no  inconsistency  of  that  kind.  But  it  is  not 
always  true  that  moderate  duties  diminish  importa- 
tion at  all.  Sometimes  even  high  duties  have  not 
that  effect.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
small  duty  on  silk  would  greatly  diminish  its  im- 
portation. Nor  is  it  certain  that  it  would  increase 
the  price.  Although  the  general  rule  is  true,  that 
duties  are  paid  by  the  consumers,  yet  there  are  in- 
stances in  which  the  duty  falls  on  the  producer,  by 
depressing  the  price  in  the  market  of  production. 
Our  own  experience  in  some  articles  of  West  India 
traffic  has  shown  cases  of  that  kind.  All  this  de- 
pends on  the  nature  of  the  article,  on  the  number 
of  markets  which  it  finds  in  the  world,  and  on  the 
proportion  of  its  whole  produce  which  usually  finds 
a market  in  the  country  where  the  duty  is  laid.  But 
this  subject  is  too  extensive  and  various  to  be  dis- 
cussed now. 

In  my  opinion,  duties  necessary  for  revenue 
should  and  may  be  so  laid  as  to  give  incidental  pro- 
tection to  our  own  labor,  and  that  in  this  respect 
we  have  a wide  field  for  just  and  careful  selection. 
But  it  is  my  opinion  also,  that  duties  must  be  laid, 
sometimes,  on  articles,  the  labor  of  which  we  do 
not  produce,  and  therefore  where  no  such  inciden- 
tal benefit  accrues.  And  such  is  the  cSse  of  silks 
and  wines.  The  whole  matter,  I think  can  be  sa- 
tisfactorily adjusted,  if  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
all  interests,  will  consider  the  subject  calmly,  and 
not  under  the  influence  of  any  false  alarm. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  late  election,  its  causes, 
and  its  probable  consequences  to  the  country.  It 


is  not  my  habit  to  discuss  such  things  in  the  senate. 

I do  not  indulge,  however,  in  extravagant  hopes  of 
the  immediate  restoration  of  our  former  prosperity. 
Things  will  mend,  but  their  amendment  must  be  the 
work  of  time  as  well  as  of  wisdom.  The  deep-seated 
disease  is,  derangement  of  the  currency,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  this- will  never  cure  itself. 

I may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I think  the  friends 
of  the  present  administration  may  gracefully  enough 
abstain  from  angry  declamation  in  advance  against 
that  which  is  to  succeed.  The  coming  administra- 
tion may  fail  to  satisfy  the  country — that  is  uncertain; 
but  the  present  administration  has  failed — that  is  cer- 
tain. One  has  been  tried,  and  has  not  been  fortunate; 
let  the  other  have  a fair  trial.  I believe  tht  person 
who  has  been  elected  to  the  presidency  will  bring 
to  the  discharge  of  its  duties  as  much  uprightness 
of  purpose,  as  frank  and  honorable  feeling,  and  as 
impartial  a regard  to  all  parts  of  the  country  and 
all  interests,  as  any  man  ever  brought  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  public  duties.  And  1 doubt  not  that 
those  who  are  elected,  or  who  are  to  be  elected,  to 
seats  in  the  next  congress,  as  they  will  come  fresh 
from  their  elections,  and  with  a full  knowledge  of 
public  opinion  in  various  quarters,  will  be  in  a con- 
dition to  act  usefully  and  acceptably  on  leading  pub- 
lic measures. 

I had  hoped  that  gentlemen  here  would  have  been 
found  willing  to  leave  these  important  questions  to 
their  successors.  We  are  already  past  the  middle 
of  the  short  session.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  a pre  emption  bill,  or  any  other  measure  re- 
specting the  public  lands,  can  get  through  both 
houses.  Why,  then,  agitate  such  measures?  Why 
consume  time  so  unprofitably?  On  the  subject 
of  pre-emption,  1 have  differed  from  many  of  my 
friends. 

I am  favorable  to  it,  and  have  supported  pre-emp- 
tion bilis  time  and  again.  I shall  be  unwilling  to  vote 
against  this.  But  we  are  only  wasting  time  upon 
it.  In  the  next  session  of  congress,  T have  no  doubt, 
a distribution  bill  will  pass,  with  proper  provisions 
for  actual  settlers  engrafted  upon  it.  Such  seems 
to  be  the  general  sense  of  the  country,  and  since 
nothing  can  be  done  this  session,  I regret  that  so 
much  time  should  have  been  consumed,  and  that  so 
much  more  is  likely  to  be  consumed  if  the  debate 
should  be  continued.  For  my  part,  I have  no  wish 
to  be  drawn  into  a general  discussion  on  the  subject 
of  distribution  at  present.  I see  no  benefit  to  be 
obtained  by  it. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  in  rejoinder.  It  has  been  con- 
tended, said  he,  that  the  revenue  for  the  present 
year  will  be  inadequate  to  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment. The  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Crittenden)  has  pressed  this  consideration  on  the 
friends  of  the  expiring  administration  as  those  who 
are  supposed  still  to  possess  the  controlling  power 
here.  If  the  fact  be  so,  I had  supposed  it  would  be 
the  most  direct  course  for  gentlemen  to  have  laid  a 
tax  on  luxuries  during  this  session,  and  thus  make 
it  sure  that  the  revenue  will  be  equal  to  the  wants 
of  the  government,  and  not  first  to  subtract  one-filth 
from  the  receipts  of  the  tieasury;  for  then  there  will 
certainly  be  a deficit. 

I know  that  after  one  year  more  your  revenue  on 
luxuries  is  to  fall  fearfully,  and  I thought  that  one  of 
the  best  resources  against  the  revulsion  likely  to  be 
created  by  such  a state  of  things  was  to  leave  a mo- 
derate tax  on  those  articles  which  the  senator  calls 
luxuries.  He  believes  that  it  will  do  to  take  away 
three  or  four  millions  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  and  to  tax  luxuries  to  make  up  the  deficit. 
He  would,  however,  take  this  landed  revenue  only 
for  a limited  number  of  years.  If  we  are  to  take 
this  money  from  the  treasury  to  give  it  to  the  states, 
the  people  must  be  immediately  taxed  to  supply  the 
deficit.  Why  not  let  them  be  saved  from  this  round- 
about proceeding?  Why  not  lay  a tax  at  once  and 
distribute  it?  Where  is  the  difference? 

[Mr.  Webster,  across.  I will  tell  you.] 

I suppose  that  the  senator  will  say  that,  with  re- 
spect to  the  public  lands,  there  is  a peculiar  obliga- 
tion growing  out  of  the  articles  of  cession;  but  I 
will  endeavor,  even  against  him,  (and  if  I can 
against  him  I can  against  any  man  upon  earth),  to 
demonstrate  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  deeds  of 
cession  under  which  we  have  received  the  land  that 
in  the  Iea3t  contradistinguishes  the  proceeds  from 
the  public  domain  from  any  other  branch  or  portion 
of  the  public  revenue;  and  if  there  be,  that  it  never 
has  been  regarded  in  practice.  If  the  payment  of 
the  debt  of  the  revolution  was  the  contingency  on 
which  our  enjoyment  ot  the  proceedsofthe.se  lands 
depends,  that  debt  exists  at  this  moment  as  a charge 
on  the  treasury.  But  I will  not  enter  on  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  had  heard  a condensed  ar- 
gument from  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  in  fa- 
vor of  the  constitutionality  of  distribution.  That 
argument  (said  Mr.  B.)  contains  all  I ever  heard 
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urged  in  ils  favor:  when  we  have  heard  the  sena- 
tor’s argument,  we  have  heard  the  whole.  I desire 
every  senator  who  shall  be  here  w hen  the  final  vote 
is  taken  to  remember  the  argument  he  has  heard 
this  day:  and  when  the  application  comes,  I wish 
him  to  apply  the  argument  to  the  bill,  and  see 
whether  it  goes  one  iota  further  towards  covering 
the  broad  ground  of  the  bill  than  a yard  arid  a half 
of  carpeting  would  towards  covering  this  floor. 
What  is  the  argument?  I wish  to  fix  the  attention  of 
the  senate  upon  it:  for  that  is  the  whole  argument — 

1 reiterate  the  assei  tion,  that  it  is  all  that  ever  has  or 
can  be  urged  in  this  house  or  out  of  it  in  favor 
of  distribution.  What  is  the  bill?  To  distribute 
among  the  states  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands: 
but  from  what  lands?  from  the  pine  barrens  and 
sands  of  Alabama?  the  swamps  of  Mississippi?  the 
rolling  hills  of  Ohio?  or  the  wide  prairies  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois?  Is  this  the  extent  of  the  bill?  No: 
while  the  argument  goes  to  this  extent,  and  no  fur- 
ther, the  bill  goes  down  into  Florida— crosses  the 
Mississippi,  and  goes  out  into  the  rich  and  fertile 
bottoms  of  Louisiana.  While  the  argument  lies  on 
this  side  the  river,  the  bill  goes  over  on  the  other. 

I defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  present  an  argu- 
ment which  will  cover  the  distribution  of  a single 
dollar  derived  from  the  lands  of  France  and  Spain, 
which  will  not  equally  justify  the  division  of  every 
dollar  received  at  the  custom  house,  and  of  all  be- 
sides which  the  government  possesses,  f have  lis- 
tened attentively:  it  is  the  same  argument  I have 
heard  always;  and  sorry  I am  to  see  the  states  fram- 
ing i nsl i lac t ions  bottomed  upon  an  argument  which 
lies  on  this  side  the  river,  while  the  territory  to  be 
divided  lies  on  the  other.  I have  always  intended 
to  confine  the  bill  to  the  argument — to  restrict  the 
operation  of  the  bill  to  the  odds  and  ends  of  land  on 
this  side  the  river — to  confine  the  operation  of  the 
bill  to  the  argument  of  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts and  the  rest  of  the  senators  from  the  old  states. 
That  motion  will  be  made  and  rejected.  You  will 
cross  the  river,  by  your  bill,  without  one  word  to 
justify  it,  and  when  you  have  expended  that  money, 
you  will  go  to  the  revenue  from  the  custom  house. 

I repeat  the  prediction  once  more,  that,  when  the 
slates  shall  once  have  tasted  that  blood,  they  will  be 
satisfied  with  no  other  food.  Yet  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  repeats  to  us,  as  something  wonder- 
ful, that  the  states  are  becoming  more  and  more  in  fa- 
vor of  the  measure  of  distribution  Did  I not  tell  you 
that  from  the  first?  Did  I not  predict  that  the  states, 
once  familiar  with  distribution,  will  at  last  seize 
upon  the  current  revenue  of  the  government,  and 
leave  this  federal  government  a mere  engine  to  col- 
lect money  from  the  people  and  distribute  it  among 
the  states,  till  we  are  brought  to  the  condition  of 
the  old  confederation,  save  that  the  parties  are  re- 
versed, and  the  states  demand  their  quotas  from  the 
general  government,  instead  of  the  general  govern- 
ment demanding  their  quotas  front  the  states?  I 
rejoice  that  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  has  de- 
livered his  condensed  argument:  it  may  possibly'  be 
the  last  time  he  will  have  the  opportunity  to  make 
that  argument  in  this  place.  His  argument  is  on 
this  side  the  river,  and  within  the  31st  degree  of  la- 
titude, and  his  bill  lies  beyond  both;  we  may  there- 
fore see,  in  all  its  nakedness,  the  tiue  unjustifiable 
nature  of  the  proposition  to  take  the  landed  revenue 
of  the  government  and  divide  it  among  the  states. 

Now,  from  this  error,  we  may  see  another.  F rom 
the  senator’s  assumption  that  the  revenue  from  the 
lands  reverts  to  the  states,  he  denies  our  right  to 
tax — to  tax  silks  and  wines — French  silks  and 
French  wines.  It  is  on  the  assumption  that  we 
possess  the  constitutional  right  to  take  the  landed 
revenue  ol  the  government  and  divide  it  among  the 
states  that  the  constitutional  right  of  taxing  results. 
What  becomes  of  the  second  part  ol  the  argument? 
It  is  a mere  naked  proposition  to  use  our  tax  col- 
lecting power  to  get  money  to  distribute  among  the 
states.  Here  we  can  see  the  naked  obj-ct  of  the 
bill.  They  are  for  taking  the  land  revenue  arising 
from  the  rich  lands  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and 
dividing  it  among  the  states.  That  is  it;  there  you 
have  the  naked  proposition — the  naked,  undisguis 
ed  proposition.  Adopt  this,  and  how  long  will  it 
be  till  you  have  bills  brought  into  congress  to  raise 
twenty,  thirty,  fifty  millions  of  dollars  and  distribute 
among  the  states?  A shorter  distance  than  it  has 
been  from  the  first  introduction  of  a -.notion  to  dis- 
tribute the  surplus  revenue  until  the  present  mo- 
ment. I rose  lor  the  purpose  of  marking  ttiis — to 
mark  it.  After  hearing  the  argument  of  the  senator 
from  Massachusetts,  I resolved  that  we  should  not 
rise  from  our  places  before  I had  shown  that  the 
argument  did  not  touch  the  bill:  that  the  whole 
proceeds  worth  having  are  expected  to  be  derived 
from  Louisiana;  so  that,  if  that  were  left  out,  they 
would  not  care  one  straw  for  the  bill.  I now  repeat, 
what  I said  some  days  ago,  that  I am  ready  to  prove 
that  a tax  on  French  silks  and  French  wines  is  a tax 


on  the  tobacco  of  Missouri  and  the  cotton  of  the 
south.  If  the  exigencies  of  the  government  require 
more  revenue,  I am  willing  to  impose  the  tax;  but 
when  that  is  not  the  case,  and  excuses  have  to  be 
made  for  it.  I am  opposed  to  lay  a tax  on  one-hall  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  divided,  a3  it  is  pretended, 
among  all  the  states  of  the  union,  but  in  fact  to  give 
a far  larger  proportion  of  Ihe  money  to  that  portion 
of  the  union  lying  north  of  the  tobacco  and  cotton- 
growing region.  This  part  of  the  states  is  to  have 
a Benjamin’s  portion:  nearly  two  to  one  of  the 
whole  amount  derived  from  taxing  cotton  and  to- 
bacco. Our  commerce  with  France  grows  out  of 
the  cotton  and  tobacco  trade.  Four  filths  of  the  to- 
bacco she  consumes  is  American;  and  nine  pounds 
out  of  ten  of  all  the  cotton  she  imports  are  from 
this  country.  I will  not  go  into  that  now,  but 
when  gentlemen  come  forward  with  their  tax  on 
French  silks  and  French  wines  I will  prove  it. 
That  we  must  pay  this  tax  ourselves  rests  on  no 
false  logic;  and  we  are  now  called  on  to  exercise 
an  unconstitutional  power  over  the  revenue  for  the 
sake  of  leading  to  a result  which  is  as  unconstitu- 
tional. 

And  now,  in  the  most  amicable  spirit,  I shall  take- 
farewell  of  the  honorable  senator.  1 hope  he  will 
set  himself  to  work  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  States.  I have  always  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  when  the  people  are  enlightened  on  the 
subject  of  the  taxes  they  pay  they  have  nothing  to 
fear.  The  government  has  done  its  part.  What 
direct  tax  has  it  imposed?  Has  it  not  refused  to 
lay  one  on  bank  paper?  And  as  to  indirect  taxa- 
tion, one-half  of  the  entire  amount  of  our  foreign 
commerce  has  been  wholly  untouched;  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  remaining  half,  some  few  classes  have 
been  individually  affected;  but  I say  that,  during 
the  previous  eight  years,  not  one  tax  has  been  laid 
upon  the  farmers  of  the  country,  and  that  our  fo- 
reign taxation  has  been  lighter  than  has  ever  been 
known.  With  regard  to  foreign  nations,  how  do 
we  stand?  Has  not  every  channel  of  trade  been 
fully  explored?  Not  only  have  all  the  ancient  chan- 
nels been  kept  open,  but  new  ones  have  been  dis- 
covered. We  hear  of  our  merchant  ships  in  regions 
unknown  before;  our  flag  waves  in  every  wind,  and 
ranges  the  entire  ocean,  from  pole  to  pole.  I have 
no  doubt  that,  at  this  very  moment,  American  mer- 
chants are  successfully  prosecuting  the  interests  of 
commerce  while  separated  from  us  by  half  the 
globe.  And  are  we  to  be  told  that  they  have  been 
the  victims  of  tyranny  and  oppression — that  the  go- 
vernment ha3  destroyed  their  property — and  that 
it  is  the  new  administration  who  are  to  take  them 
by  the  hand,  as  a band  of  brothers,  and  to  restore 
the  national  prosperiiy?  I tell  gentlemen  that,  so 
far  as  they  deviate  from  the  course  pursued  by 
their  predecessors,  they  will  create,  not  prosperity, 
bi.t  oppression  and  misery.  One  thing  they  have 
done — and  I will  call  it  by  its  name:  they  have 
effected  a revolt  of  the  money  power  against  the 
democracy  of  Ihe  American  people.  I say  1 hat, 
from  the  time  of  the  Praetorian  cohorts  of  Rome, 
there  has  not  occurred  a more  regular  revolt  than 
the  revolt  of  the  money  power  to  put  down  the  de- 
mocracy of  this  country.  The  business  of  the 
whole  country  has  been  convulsed  and  the  curren- 
cy destroyed  The  friends  of  the  administration 
may  submit  to  this;  but,  as  to  the  democracy,  they 
do  not  mean  to  submit  to  it.  1 say  that  the  govern- 
ment has  done  just  what  it  should;  it  has  imposed 
light  taxes,  given  us  a free  commerce,  and  main- 
tained peace  with  all  the  world.  What  is  the  point 
to  which  the  public  mind  is  now  directed?  Every 
body  is  looking  to  the  federal  government  to  make 
them  rich.  All  men  seem  to  be  seeking  their  for- 
tune, not  from  the  ordinary  sources  of  economy 
and  industry,  but  from  the  action  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. There  is  a devouring  thirst  lor  benefits 
from  this  government;  one  general,  ferocious  ap- 
petite for  office.  It  is  sickening  to  witness  boys 
not  yet  grown,  whose  chins  have  not  yet  got  the 
down  on  them,  crying  out  for  office,  office.  Aged, 
grey-headed  men,  lollow-ed  by  crowds  of  ladies,  all 
join  in  to  swell  the  cry  of  office,  office,  office.  Mo- 
ney, money  is  wanted  in  all  quarters,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  come  from  this  government.  Have  we 
not  ten  thousand  registered  claims  presented  here 
from  year  to  year?  Do  not  the  people  come  up  to 
this  capitol  as  they  would  come  to  a well,  and  draw- 
out  the  money  of  the  treasury  by  claims  of  all  sorts 
and  d -scriptions?  And  if  you  stop  them  for  a time, 
the  tide  is  but  dammed  up  and  backed  up:  and,  the 
longer  you  stop  it  the  stronger  it  becomes.  I here 
predict  that,  at  the  called  session  which  is  to  take 
place,  the  people  may  look  out  to  see  claims  passed 
here  which  have  been  presented  and  rejected  for 
forty  years.  You  will  see  the  American  people, 
having  received  a false  direction,  instead  of  looking 
to  their  own  resources  arid  their  own  industry  under 
the  protection  of  a government  known  to  them  only 


by  its  benevolent  action,  turn  towards  this  govern- 
ment with  minds  excited  and  inflamed  by  misrepre- 
sentations, rushing  here  lor  office  from  all  quarters 
oflheland.  Nor  is  this  all.  What  is  now  sought  by- 
individuals  will  then  be  sought  by  masses.  What  is 
now  attempted  by  individuals  who  segregate  them- 
selves intosmaller  associations  will  then  be  attempt- 
ed by  the  aggregate  of  these  associations,  and  states 
will  be  found  marching  up  in  phalanx  and  saying 
to  this  general  government,  we  must  have  money. 
When  that  demand  shall  be  presented,  how  many 
gentlemen  will  be  found  here  who  will  not  stand  up 
for  the  claim  of  their  own  state?  How  many  will 
be  found  with  sufficient  purity  of  patriotism  to  be 
willing  to  quit  this  capitol,  never  to  see  it  again? 

It  is  all  vain  to  say  that  this  central  government  is 
in  danger  of  swallowing  up  the  states.  There  was 
indeeil  such  a danger  while  its  action  was  confined 
to  political  power;  but,  the  moment  its  action  is 
changed  into  the  power  of  money,  the  states  are  at 
once  on  the  paps  of  the  government;  and  this  federal 
government  will  be  found  helpless  and  lifeless,  with 
scarce  a human  being  to  stand  up  in  its  defence. — 
Whether  it  be  a surplus  of  revenue,  or  money  from 
the  public  lands,  if  the  states  demand  it,  w-e  shall 
give  it  to  the  states.  Who  will  they  be  who  consi- 
der themselves  as  belonging  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  bound  to  defend  its  interest?  We?  We 
belong  to  the  slates.  No;  it  will  not  have  a human 
being  lo  save  it.  Iam  not  given  to  despair;  but, 
since  I have  seen  this  general,  devouring  thirst  for 
office  and  for  money;  and  since  1 have  found  con- 
gress becoming  passive,  and  all  the  states  coming 
up  and  by  their  resolutions  demanding  the  fede- 
ral revenue,  I do  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
this  government  will  be  stripped  of  its  last  dollar. 

I deprecate  the  day  when  the  whole  community 
shall  expect  to  have  its  prosperity  advanced  by  this 
government.  Men  are  not  content  with  a govern- 
ment which  taxes  them  lightly  and  preserves  peace 
with  all  the  world,  but  expect  to  have  their  indivi- 
dual fortunes  made  by  the  government.  We  have 
had  claims  of  all  sorts  for  internal  inprovements, 
for  protection,  and  for  almost  every  thing  else;  but 
now  the  states  have  brought  their  demand  for  re- 
venue; yes,  for  the  current  revenue  of  the  govern- 
ment. We  are  arrived  at  the  last  stage  of  this  pro- 
cess. We  have  made  head  against  individuals;  we 
have  even  withstood  classes  of  men;  but  now  they 
come  upon  us  by  states,  and  the  federal  government 
is  left  without  even  a lifeguard  to  defend  it 

Mr.  Webster  observed  that  the  honorable  sena- 
tor from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  had  said  that 
he  should  be  able,  at  the  proper  time,  to  show  that 
the  grant  from  the  states  created  no  fair  claim  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 
So  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  senator  defeats  me  on  this 
side  the  Mississippi;  the  honorable  member  from 
Missouri  says  that,  the  public  land  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi not  being  dei  ived  from  cession,  but  obtained 
by  purchase  from  other  governments,  my  argument 
does  not  apply  to  it;  and  so  he  defeals  me  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Mississippi;  and  thus,  between  the 
two  gentlemen,  I am  left  with  no  ground  to  stand 
on.  The  lime  will  come  for  discussing  Ihe  first 
question  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York;  and  as  to  the  land  west  of  the  Mississippi.  I 
am  confident  I stand,  in  regard  to  it,  on  the  highest 
possible  authority,  for  the  member  from  Missouri 
himself  has,  for  the  last  three  days,  been  voting  to 
give  away  and  distribute  a great  part  of  that  as  well 
as  of  Ihe  rest  of  the  public  domain  to  some  of  the 
states.  When  I shall  hear  the  chain  of  argument 
by  which  he  is  prepared  to  give  away  thirty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  all  the  public  land  in 
Missouri,  I will  take  the  same  ground  of  argument 
to  show  that,  if  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  can  be 
given  to  some  of  the  states,  they  can  be  given  to  all 
the  states. 

Mr.  Benton.  The  senator  from  Massachusetts 
was,  I believe,  not  in  his  seat  when  I said  that  I 
voted  for  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  proposing  a cession  of 
the  lands,  only  as  a hammer  wherewith  to  knock 
on  the  head  the  other  amendment  of  the  senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  in  favor  of 
distribulion.  I had  no  idea  of  going  either  for  ces- 
sion or  distribution  as  amendments  to  a pre-emp- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  Webster.  Did  I understand  the  sanator  to 
say  that  he  would  not  vole  for  cession? 

Mr.  Benton.  I said  that  I had  brought  in  the 
first  pre-emption  bill  ever  introduced  here,  and  that 
it  contained  all  the  three  ideas  of  pre-emption  right, 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  land,  and,  after  a cer- 
tain time,  the  cession  of  the  remainder  to  the  states. 

Mr.  Webster.  Then  the  senator  was  in  favor 
of  cessiqn. 

Mr.  Benton.  \ was  for  cession  on  certain  terms. 
The  senate  now  adjourned. 

[DEBATE  TO  BE  CONTINUED.  ] 
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CHRONICLE. 

The  Arab  vessel  Soltanee,  so  splendidly  lilted 
out  by  our  government  last  summer  fertile  sultan  ot 
Muscat,  arrived  at  Zanzibar  after  a passage  of  luu 
days  from  New  York,  and  20  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Captain  Drinker,  who  went  out  as  navigator, 
returned  in  the  Brenda.  Capt.  D.  had  strong  induce- 
ments held  out  to  him  by  the  sultan,  to  remain  in  his 
service,  such  as  the  command  of  the  best  frigate  in  his 
navy,  with  the  prospect  of  a voyage  to  New  York 
within  a year,  &o.  but  lie  declined.  The  sultan  also 
endeavored  to  retain  by  tempting  offers  the  four  Ame- 
rican seamen  who  went  out  with  capt.  Drinker;  but 
one,  however,  accepted  his  proposals.  His  navy  is 
composed  of  many  fine  ships,  all  built  at  Bombay,  of 
teak  wood,  but  they  are  entirely  neglected  and  suffer- 
ed to  go  to  pieces.  The  inhabitants  are  described  as  a 
very  filthy,  half- naked,  slavish  race,  and  the  town  a 
collection  of  hovels  scarcely  fit  for  dog  kennels. 

Artificial  light— comparative  cost.  One  pound 
of  tallow  candels  will  burn,  on  an  average  fifty  hours; 
the  light  from  them,  therefore, is  equivalent  to  that  from 
fifty  candles  burning  one  hour,  and  cost  seven  pence. 
An  imperial  gallon  of  sperm  oil,  in  an  argand  lamp, 
burns  104  hours,  yielding  a light  equal  to  five  candles; 
the  total  quantity  of  light  being  that  of  250  candles  for 
one  hour,  and  costing  7 s.  6d.  Five  cubic  feet  of  well- 
purified  gas,  in  an  argand  burner,  affords  a light  equal 
to  twelve  candles  during  one  hour,  and  its  cost  is  one- 
t ,,entieth  of  a shilling,  or  rather  more  than  a half- 
penny. 

By  the  introduction  into  the  house  of  commons  of 
the  bude  light,  a saving  is  effected  to  the  country  of 
upwards  of  £1,000  per  annum.  Tile  body  of  the  house 
is  now  lighted  for  twelve  shillings  a night,  and  the  li- 
brary, passages,  committee  rooms,  &c.  are  lighted  for 
.£130  per  session.  [London  paper. 

America.  Mr.  Catherwood,  the  panorama  gentle- 
man, and  Mr.  Stevens  the  celebrated  traveller  in  the 
east,  are  both  about  to  deliver  a course  of  lectures  in 
New  York,  relating  to  tbeir  discoveries  in  Central 
America. 

American  history.  Mr.  Jared  Sparks  who  has  de- 
voted himself  so  successfully  in  researches  iri  the  pub- 
lic offices  and  libraries  of  both  England  and  France  for 
documents  relative  to  the  early  and  revolutionary  his- 
tory ot  this  country,  returned  in  the  steamer  Columbia, 
after  an  absence  of  ten  months.  From  the  public  ar- 
chives, as  well  as  from  the  British  museum,  and  the 
Koval  library  in  Paris,  he  has  procured  some  copies  of 
curious  and 'highly  interesting  manuscripts  relative  to 
the  first  settlement  of  this  country.  On  a former  occa- 
sion Mr.  S.  was  engaged  abroad  more  than  a year  in 
the  same  pursufs.  The  results  have  been  seen  in  ihe 
works  which  he  has  since  published. 

Banks.  The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  of  the  28th  ult.  says: — “I  notice  in 
the  report  of  the  state  treasurer  at  Albany,  that  the  free 
batiks  of  New  York,  which  have  exploded,  have  fallen 
in  consequence  of  trusting  too  much  to  their  own  cre- 
dit. The  state  stocks  obtained  were  purchased  upon 
credit.  Six  of  the  broken  banks  were  debtors  for  these 
securities  to  the  amount  of  between  seven  and  eight 
hundred  thousand  dolLars.  The  states,  of  course,  suffer 
from  such  customers;  and  Indiana,  I ain  told,  is  a great 
loser.  ’’ 

Bank  of  the  XT.  S.  of  Pa.  We  have  information  from 
the  proper  source  (says  the  National  Gazette)  that  the 
board  at  its  meeling  of  Saturday,  made  a distinct  ap- 
propriation of  securities  to  an  amount  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  amply  cover  the  claims  of  the  other  city 
banks  for  the  post  notes  held  by  tnem.  The  trustees 
appointed  are  five  gentlemen  from  the  five  principal 
creditor  banks. 

Besides  this,  the  board  agreed  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  trustees,  securities  which  are  considered  adequate  to 
cover  the  circulation  of  the  other  post  notes,  the  depo- 
sites  and  bank  balances.  We  learn  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  latter  purpose  will  be  made  at  once.  These 
very  proper  measures  will,  we  hope,  raise  the  circula- 
tion to  the  fair  and  ordinary  standard  of  non-specie  pay- 
ing banks. 

Canals.  The,  New  York  canal  is  now  said  to  be 
navigable  throughout  its  whole  line. 

The  Rochester  Democrat  states  that  the  water  was 
let  into  the  enlarged  canal,  through  the  city,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  to  the  no  small  gratification  of  some  thou- 
sand spectators,  who  had  collected  to  witness  the  rush. 
It  forced  itself  through  the  dam,  at  the  last  end  of  the 
aqueduct,  and  made  a subterraneous  passage  through 
into  Exchange  and  Buffalo  streets,  doing  considerable 
damage. 

Corn — price  at  New  York  53;  at  Philadelphia  53; 
at  Baltimore  51  for  yellow.  47  for  white;  at  Charleston 
51  a 55;  Savannah  55  a 56. 

Cotton — sales  at  N.  York,  as  last  quoted;  at  Charles- 
ton, April  24th,  6.6S0  bags  at  9 a 11]  crs.;  at  Savannah, 
April  24th,  2,484  bales,  same  prices;  at  New  Orleans 
quotations,  on  the  21st  April,  were,  (Liverpool  classifi- 
cation) ordinary  9 a 9];  middling  10;  middling  fair  10%; 
lair  11;  full  fair  11];  good  fair  12;  good  andfine  12  J; 
fancy  crop  13]  a 14;  average  lists  91  a 11. 

Deaths  reported  for  the  last  week  in  New  York  140, 
of  whom,  40  by  consumption;  and  27  under  2 years  of 
age.  At  Baltimore  37,  of  which  9 were  by  consump- 
tion, 6 of  old  age;  14  below  2 years  of  age:  7 free  color- 
ed and  1 slave. 


Election  in  Virginia.  Congressional.  We  have 

sufficient  returns  to  ascertain  that  the  following  named 
persons  are  elected. 

IV  higs.  Opposition. 

Francis  Mallory,  John  W.  Jones* 

Henry  A.  Wise,  George  B.  Cary, 

John  M.  Bmts,  Linn  Banks, 

John  Taliaferro,  W.  O.  Goode, 

Cuthbert  Powell,  Lewis  Steenrod, 

T.  W.  Gilmer,  Walter  Coles, 

Wm.L.  Goggin,  E.  W.  Hubbard,  (gain). 

R.  W.  Barton,  (gain), 

A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  (gain), 

G.  W.  Summers,  (gain), 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  (independent),  is  re-elected. 

[This is  a net  whiggain  of  two  members.] 

Stale  senate.  The  last  senate  was  politically  divided 
equally.  Of  the  eight  senators  whose  terms  expired 
but  three  were  whigs,  and  we  have  accounts  of  their 
re-election.  The  whigs  have  carried  also  another  se- 
nator. which  will  give  them,  without  further  changes,  a 
majority  of  two  in  the  senate. 

House  of  delegates.  In  the  last  house  of  delegates 
the  whigs  had  71  votes,  V.  B.  63  votes,  and  there  was 
one  usually  described  as  an  ‘ impracticable.” 

Eighty-three  counties  have  been  heard  from,  from 
wb  ch  62  whigs,  51  Van  Boren  and  2 impracticables 
have  been  chosen — the  whigs  have  so  far  lost  10  or  11 
and  gained  6 members — which  leaves  the  result  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful.  If  the  remaining  counties  remain 
as  at  t he  last  April  election,  the.  opposition  will  have  a 
majority  in  the  house — but  if  as  at  the  November  elec- 
tion the  impracticables  will  once  more  have  the  casting 
vote  in  hand. 

Exchanges,  including  certificates  and  checks;  (bank 
notes  on  distant  places  ] per  cent,  greater  discount.) — 
New  York  on  Boston,  par  a I;  Philadelphia,  3f;  Balti- 
more and  Washington,  4];  Richmond,  Norfolk,  Ra- 
leigh, 5 a 5];  Charleston,  1];  Augusta,  12  a 15;  Colum- 
bus, 15;  Savannah,  3];  Mobile,  9];  interior  of  Alabama, 
10i;  New  Orleans,  6;  St.  Louis,  8;  Louisville,  Cincin- 
nati, 7^;  Nashville,  12i.  Bills  on  London,  7 a 7];  on 
France,  5f.  27], 

Professor  Espy  has  returned  to  Philadelphia,  after 
a highly  gratifying  visit  to  England  and  France.  The 
Inquirer  says:  “He  speaks  in  the  warmest  manner  of 
his  reception  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  of  the 
kind  ness  and  courtesy  which  were  every  where  extend- 
ed lo  him.  He  lectured  at  the  principal  towns  and  cities 
with  much  effect,  and  to  large  audiences.” 

Fires.  The  flour  mills  of  the  Messrs.  Fagin,  on  the 
Miami  canal,  in  Cincinnati,  were  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  13th  instant,  loss  $20,000;  no  insurance.  At  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa.  on  the  17th  instant,  the  stable  and  hotel 
of  Thomas  Hall,  and  the  store  and  dwellings  of  Jacob 
and  Joseph  Grafius.  The  loss  is  from  30  to  40  thousand 
dollars. 

Flour.  At  New  York  $5  for  Genesee,  84  75  for 
good  southern;  stock  in  market  reduced.  At  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  $4  50  a $4  37],  Charleston,  S. 
C.  $5]  a $6  00. 

Mail  contracts.  The  postmaster  general  has  been 
busy  making  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails,  which 
we  understand  have  been  effected  on  an  average  of 
twenty  percent,  less  than  they  have  been  made  at  for 
the  last  twelve  years.  The  Kennebec  Journal  states 
that  the  mail  from  Portsmouth  to  Bangor  is  to  be  car- 
ried for  less  than  half  what  has  been  paid  for  several 
years. 

McLeod.  A bill  has  been  reported  in  the  N.  York 
legislature  to  provide  for  a special  circuit  court  for  the 
trial  of  McLeod. 

Mitchell,  the  forger,  late  M.  C.  is  at  Montreal, 
spending  money  freely  at  gambling  and  in  houses  of 
ill-fame,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Goodwin.  He 
was  arrested  a few  days  since  and  taken  before  the 
police,  but  succeeded  by  feeing  lawyers  in  gelting  clear. 
H is  trunk  however  was  searched,  and  about  $4,000 
was  found  in  it  mostly  of  notes  of  the  Girard  bank. 

Opium  trade.  It  appears,  according  to  the  late  ad-  j 
vices  from  Canton,  that  during  the  past  year  the  abo-  ‘ 
minable  traffic  in  opium,  notwithstanding  the  edicts  of) 
the  emperor,  has  been  carried  on  in  China  to  an 
extent  unprecedented  in  any  former  year.  Not  less 
than  30,000  chests  have  been  sold  at  Canton  and  on 
the  coast,  at  an  average  price  of  not  less  than  $600  per 
chest,  drawing  from  the  country  coin  and  bullion  to 
the  amount  of  eighteen  millions  of  dollars. 

[Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

Captain  Edmund  Fanning,  one  of  the  oldest  ship- 
masters in  the  United  States,  died  at  New  York  last 
week.  Captain  Fanning  was  for  many  years  engag- 
ed in  the  sealing  and  whaling  trade,  and  made  repeal- 
ed and  protracted  voyages  in  the  Pacific  and  southern 
Ocean,  in  the  course  of  which  he  effected  valuable 
discoveries. 

Law  case.  Acts  of  servants.  A case  of  some  im- 
portance has  recently  been  tried  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
A man  employed  to  assist  the  engineer  of  a locomo- 
tive on  the  rail  road  had  his  leg  crushed  so  badly  that 
it  was  subsequently  amputated.  It  was  caused,  in 
part,  by  carelessness  in  the  chief  engineer,  and  partly 
by  accident.  The  sufferer  sued  the  company  for  da-, 
mages  caused  by  their  servant,  (the  engineer  in  chief), 
and  judgment  was  given  in  his  favor  on  the  grounds 
that  the  company  was  liable  for  the  acts  of  its  servants 
to  its  servants,  as  well  os  to  the  public.  An  appeal 


was  taken  from  the  decision,  and  the  case  was  re-ar- 
gued before  the  court  of  error,  and  the  judges  revers- 
ed the  former  decision,  giving  their  reasons  at  large, 
and  thus  settling  the  question  there,  as  we  suppose  it  is 
considered  settled  here,  [at  Philadelphia],  viz:  that  the 
company  is  not  accountable  to  its  servants  for  the  acts 
of  its  servants.  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

Railway  travelling.  We  are  informed  that  the 
number  of  passengers  conveyed  upon  the  Great  Wes- 
tern line,  in  the  six  months  ending  the  31st  December 
last,  amounted  to  upwards  of  648,000,  and  that  not  a 
single  fatal  accident  has  happened  to  one  of  them.  Of 
this  number  about  492,000  were  carried  on  the  London 
division  of  the  line,  and  156,000  on  the  line  between 
Bristol  and  Bath,  the  opening  of  which  took  place  on 
the  31st  of  August  last.  There  can  he  no  doubt  that  as 
soon  as  the  whole  line  is  opened,  the  number  of  passen- 
gers will  greatly  exceed  one  million  and  a half  per  an- 
num. [Railway  Mag. 

Mrs.  Sigourney.  The  friends  of  this  gifted  lady  will 
be  rejoiced  to  hear  that  she  was  a passenger  home  in 
the  Great  Western. 

Slavers.  The  British  brig  Wasp,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Sunday  last,  left  at  Sierra  Leone,  about  filty 
days  ago,  twelve  prizes,  slavers,  belong  to  different  na- 
tions. 

Captain  Ward,  a passenger  on  board  the  ship  Gro- 
tius,  below  at  Boston,  from  Manilla,  and  last  from  St. 
Helena,  reports  that  seven  vessels,  slavers,  had  arrived 
at  Sr.  Helena,  with  seven  hundred  slaves,  prizes  to  H. 
B.  M.  eruizerson  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  The  last 
that  arrived  (March  2d)  threw  overboard  sixty  dead 
slaves  in  sight  of  St.  Helena. 

Steamboats.  The  South  American , on  her  way 
from  New  York  to  Albany,  on  the  night  of  the  24th 
ult  broke  her  main  shaft;  and,  the  engine  continuing 
to  work,  broke  her  machinery  to  fragments,  throwing 
pieces  of  it  in  all  directions,  severely  wounding  two  or 
three  and  scalding  two  or  three  more,  one  of  whom  has 
since  died. 

The  Henry  Eckford,  captain  Tice,  and  old  boat  used 
at  New  York  for  towing,  &c.  exploded  her  boilers  on 
the  27th  ult.  killing  and  wounding  several  persons — 
amongst  the  latter  the  captain  who  was  badly  scalded 
and  had  his  leg  broken. 

Steam  ships.  The  Great  Western  will  leavo  New 
York,  and  the  Columbia  will  leave  Boston  this  day,  1st 
of  May. 

The  Britannia,  was  to  leave  Liverpool  on  the20th 
ult. 

The  steamer  President  which  left  the  port  of  New 
York  on  the  11th  March,  had  not  reached  England 
at  our  latest  dates. 

On  the  13th  of  March  a violent  storm  was  experi- 
enced. A vessel  which  arrived  on  the  31st  of  March 
at  New  York,  reported  that  on  the  20th,  in  lat.  42  .35, 
long.  59,  saw  a steamboat  steering  E.  by  S.  which  it 
is  supposed  was  the  President. 

Stocks.  575  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
shares  at  New  York  April  28.  at  17al7|;  9,200  New 
York  canal  sixes  at  85;  9,000  Indiana  fives  at  53 j. 

Even  the  stock  of  the  state  of  New  York,  which  is 
as  good  as  gold,  and  much  of  which  pays  an  interest 
of  seven  per  cent,  is  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  below  its 
par  value.  Other  stocks  run  far  below  the  stocks  of 
New  York. 

The  season.  So  backward  and  wet  a spring — such 
late  arid  severe  frosts — so  cold  an  April — has  seldom 
been  experienced  in  this  latitude.  The  American  Far- 
mer of  the  28th  says:  “Work  of  all  kind  in  the  country 
is  two  or  three  weeks  behind  hand.  Many  have  not 
yet  sowed  a bushel  of  oats,  nor  run  a furrow  for  corn — 
every  farmer  being  a ware  that  nothing  is  so  destructive 
as  ploughing  land  when  too  wet.  Wheat,  generally, 
looks  tolerably  well.” 

Vessels  which  have  recently  arrived  at  New  York, 
all  concur  in  their  statements  of  the  immense  islands  of 
ice  which  were  encountered  in  their  last  trips  across 
the  Atlantic;  also,  that  gales  of  extraordinary  seventy 
were  experienced  on  the  voyage. 

It  is  said  that  loaded  teams  were  crossing  Lake 
Champlain  at  Pittsburg  on  the  ‘23d  April.  There  are 
three  feet  of  snow  only  ten  or  twelve  miles  west  of  the 
lake.  The  farmers  are  nearly  all  out  of  bay,  and  their 
cattle  in  a starving  condition. 

The  temperance  reform.  The  legal  voters  of 
Tlromaston,  Maine,  at  their  late  annual  meeting,  de- 
cided by  a vote  of  350  to  16,  in  favor  of  withdrawing 
licenses. 

A paragraph  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  public  pa- 
pers, attributing  the  great  temperance  reformation  to 
the  influence  of  Dr.  Rush’s  essay,  published  in  1804. — 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Quaker  society  was 
in  a strict  sense,  a Te-total  abstinance  society,  long  be- 
fore that  period,  and  their  discipline  continues  rigidly 
to  forbid  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

The  delegates  from  the  Washington  Temperance 
society  of  Baltimore,  have  created  quite  a sensation  in 
New  York  and  Boston,  where  they  are  listened  to  by 
immense  multitudes,  many  of  whom  have  enrolled  their 
names. 

Tea.  The  cargo  of  the  Panama,  sold  at  New  York 
on  tlie  27th  at  advanced  prices,  notwithstanding  the 
quantity  in  store  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  England, 
is  equal  to  the  demand  for  a long  time  to  come.  The 
merchants  must  have  been  persuaded  that  the  difference 
between  England  and  China  would  continue. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Duties.  There  is  no  question  at  present  under  dis- 
cussion so  likely  to  affect  the  elections,  or  calculated 
to  produce  so  great  an  amount  of  immediate  tangible 
good,  as  the  financial  reform  suggested  by  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  commons  upon  im- 
port duties.  The  existing  tariff  is  felt  as  a burden 
in  every  house.  There  is  not  a washerwoman  who 
sits  down  to  her  slice  of  bread  and  butler  and  cup  of 
tea  but  feels  its  pressure.  In  the  large  body  of  evi- 
dence delivered  to  the  committee  on  import  duties, 
there  is  nothing  more  striking  than  the  account  of 
the  rapid  improvement  of  the  habits  of  the  working 
classes  under  the  influence  of  temperance  coffee 
houses,  and  the  check  which  has  been  given  to 
these  institutions  by  the  operation  of  our  custom 
duties.  Our  traders  with  Brazil  and  the  United 
States  dread  reprisals  on  account  of  our  prohibitory 
duties.  And  all  our  great  merchants  feel  their  ope- 
rations limited  by  the  tendency  of  these  duties  to 
prevent  the  natural  expansion  of  our  commerce  — 
The  conviction  is  daily  gaining  ground,  that  inas- 
much as  all  are  consumers,  the  interests  of  the  con- 
sumers ought  to  be  the  principal  objectin  determin- 
ing the  amount  arid  distribution  of  imports  duties. 
The  spirit  of  Huskinson’s  legislation  lias  survived, 
although  there  has  been  no  statesman  to  catch  up 
the  torch  he  let  fall;  the  cause  has  grown,  although 
the  noise  of  other  discussions  has  diverted  attention 
from  its  progtess.  [ London  paper . 

There  is  a vessel  only  waiting  for  lair  winds  to 
Rave  this  cuuntry  on  a perfectly  novel  mission. — 
The  Hector,  captain  Freeman,  is  under  engagement 
to  convey  Mr.  Barclay,  the  agent  genera!  for  Jamai- 
ca, to  Seirra  Leone,  in  order  to  offer  lo  the  natives 
of  Africa,  a passage  to  the  West  Indies  as  free  emi- 
grants, and  so  to  participate  in  the  advantages,  with- 
out tlie  pains,  already  enjoyed  by  their  countrymen 
who  have  left  their  native  land  as  slaves.  They  are 
to  be  quite  unfettered  by  engagements  before  em- 
barkation, and  free  to  choose  their  own  employers, 
and  make  their  own  terms  on  reaching  their  new 
homes.  To  them  the  change  from  a barbarous  to  a 
comparatively  civilized  country  must  be  beneficial. 
To  those  who  look  beyond  the  surface,  this  com- 
mencement of  an  African  emigration,  which  may 
one  d.iy  supercede  the  slave  trade  throughout  the 
world,  will  give  no  common  gratification. 

ROME. 

The  Constitutional  publishes  a letter  from  Rome, 
which  states  that  the  least  of  languages  was  cele- 
brated on  the  ] 2th  uit.  at  the  college  of  the  Propa- 
ganda, cardinal  Mezzofcuitt  presided  at  this  solem- 
nity, unique  in  its  way.  All  the  strangers  of  dis- 
tinction in  Rome  were  invited  and  assisted.  The 
(estival  commenced  by  a prologue  in  Latin,  deliver- 
ed by  an  Illyrian.  A young  man  from  New  York 
then  recited  a poem  in  Hebrew.  Two  Chaldeans, 
a dialogue  in  the  idiom  of  the  Rabbis.  Abdallah 
Vol.  X-  Sig.  10. 


Assemani,  a native  of  Lebanon,  declaimed  in  Syri- 
an verse;  and  a ytHing  man  from 'Bethlehem  deliver- 
ed a discourse  \w  Samaritan.  A Persian  spoke  in 
Chaldean.  Tjvo  Turks,  one  from  ARppo,  another 


INDEX  OF  CONTENTS  OF  NO.  10,  Vol.  10. 

Appointments — by  the  president,  by  the  postmaster 

general  H® 

Army — D.  S.  mariners,  Indian  trouble  148 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pa. — Mr  Biddle’s  fourth  letter 
154;  fifth  letter  156;  sixth  letter  157 

Brazil— slavery  in  H® 

Breadsfuffs— product  of,  in  the  U.  States  117 

China — Ltn’s  visit  to  the  Americans,  letter  on  115 

Consuls — recognized  H® 

Cuba — troops  for  Havana  11® 

Distilleries  in  the  U-  S. — No.  of  in  each  state  117 
Geologists — association  of  American  H® 

Great  Britain — duties,  mission  to  Sierra  Leone  115 
Harrison,  gen.— tuneral  honors  to,  at  Baltimore  149; 

testimonials  15® 

India — British  tyranny  115 

McLeod  case — his  arrival  at  New  York,  &c  116 

Military  academy  visiters  appointed  1 J®  ljec  [ 0f  bis  nation,  accompanying  himself  wilh  casta- 

Navy  exploring  expedition,  melancholy  casualty  14%r^  V ’ D.ailri  *.  but  the  neatest  amilause 


from  Coustattt’nople,  decjaijned  jn  Turkish  poetry,  nof  the  English,  as  a permanent  position,  they  can 


Two  yoifrig  Indians  oi  Pegu'»sp6ke  in  Birman,  tile 
younger  of  the  two,  only  twelve  years  of  age,  de- 
claimed with  so  much  skill  that  he  received  un- 
bounded applause.  Some  Armenians  read  a latin 
elegy,  a discourse  in  ancient  Greek,  and  verses  in 
modern  Greek.  A Curd  read  verses  in  that  lan- 
guage, remarkable  for  the  hardness  of  the  sound. — 
An  American  of  New  Scotland  an  idyl  in  Celtic. 
Afterwards  followed  Illyrian,  Bulgarian,  Polish, 
German,  Dutch,  English  and  French.  A negro 
from  Godsciand  spoke  in  Ainmarien.  An  inhabi- 
tant of  California  sung  a song  in  the  Barbarian  dia 


nettes.  He  was  applauded,  but  the  greatest  applause 
was  reserved  for  file  Chinese,  Joachim  Ku-o,  from 
I lie  province  of  Ho- nan,  speaking  the  language  of  his 
country,  composed  entirely  of  inonosylables.  A se- 
cond speaking  the  Chinese  of  Canton.  In  fine,  two 
other  Chinese  of  Sei-an,  presented  themselves  in 
their  national  costume,  and  read  verses  in  the  idiom 
of  their  province,  terminating  those  academic  exer- 
cises by  a most  harmonious  Chinese  song.  The 
greater  part  of  the  auditors,  understood  but  one 
word  “alleluia,”  which  occurred  frequently.  The 
loud  applause  bestowed  by  the  visiters,  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  proved  to  those  young  men  how  much 
their  perlormance  was  admired. 

CHINA. 

Lin’s  visit  to  the  Americans.  About  a week  since 
the  ex-governor,  Lin,  the  Foyuen,  several  other 
high  Canton  mandarins,  and  some  ofliceis  lately  ar- 
rived from  Pekin,  went  to  Whampoa,  on  board  two 
American  ships  there,  where  they  staid  some  time. 
Our  correspondent  suggests  that  this  visit  may  have 
been  caused  by  some  plan  of  an  intended  improve- 
ment ol  lhe  China  navy  being  entertained. 

[Canton  Press. 

We  have  been  favored  with  tile  following  letter, 
giving  an  interesting  account  oi  the  proceedings  in 
China. 

Canton,  22 d December,  1840. 

Dear  sirs:  The  sailing  of  the  Panama,  for  the 
United  States,  gives  me  an  opportunity,  of  which  I 
am  happy  to  avail  myself,  to  inform  you  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  here.  Shortly  alter  tile  return 
of  the  British  fleet  from  theNoith,  Keshen,  the  new 
imperial  commissioner,  marie  his  appearance  in 
Canton.  Without  any  delay,  communications  im- 
mediately took  place  between  himself  and  the  Eng 
lish  plenipotentiaries,  arid  have  been  continued  until 
the  present  time.  As  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  tile  admiral  and  captain  Elliot  were  determined 
to  have  no  unnecessary  delays,  it  is  a lair  inference 
from  the  length  of  time  that  has  since  elapsed  with- 
out any  hostile  measures  on  the  part  of  the  English, 
that  tile  Chinese  have  given  satisfactory  evidence 
of  their  serious  desire  for  peace,  and  of  their  readi- 
ness to  do  what  i6  necessary  to  secure  it.  So  far  as 
we  can  learn,  the  demands  of  the  English  are  briefly 
these:  compensation  for  the  opium;  tree  official  in- 
tercourse; social  and  commercial  ameliorations;  the 
putting  of  the  trade  on  a different  footing;  and  a dis- 
avowal of  Lin’s  act3  and  measures.  An  attempt 
will  also  probably  be  made,  but  perhaps  not  insisted 
on,  to  obtain  the  right  of  trade  at  other  ports,  and  to 
do  away  with  the  coliong  and  the  whole  present 
system.  How  far  the  Chinese  will  yield  to  these 
demands,  remains  to  be  seen.  If  they  do  not  grant 
all,  they  will  certainly  grant  much;  and  there  will 
be  less  difficulty  about  the  money  compensation, 
than  about  territorial  possession,  or  extension  ol  lhe 
trade  to  other  ports  than  Canton. 

Greatly  to  the  surprise  of  the  Chinese,  the  tone 
of  their  authorities  towards  the  English  has  wholly 
changed;  and  the  documents  which  issue  from  the 
high  officers  now  for  the  first  time  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  civility  and  equality.  It  would  he  more 
satisfactory  to  the  public  feelings  so  far  as  we  can 
know  any  thing  of  it,  that  war  should  be  declared 
at  once  against  England;  but  t he  present  commis- 
sioner is  a man  of  great  talent  and  intelligence,  and 
sees,  what  Lin  never  did,  the  means  which  the 
English  possess  of  annoying  China — the  chief  of 
whicli  is  the  power  of  possessing  themselves  of  the 
junction  of  the  grand  canal,  which  leads  to  Pekin, 
with  the  great  river  Yantae  Kking,  by  means  of 


which  they  could  at  once  cut  oif  the  whole  trade 
with  the  imperial  capitol;  furthermore,  the  sur- 
render of  Ciiusan  depends  on  the  settlement  of  the 
present  difficulties,  and  if  this  remains  in  the  hands 


at  any  time  carry  terror  into  the  neighboring  large 
cities  of  the  coast.  We  are,  therefore,  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  the  Chinese  must  come  to  terms — 
perhaps  not  before  a blow  is  struck  at  the  Bogue, 
which  their  ignorance  believes  to  be  impregnable, 
but  which  probably  could  not  resist  the  force  that 
would  be  opposed  to  it  for  an  hour.  Opinions, 
however,  are  by  no  means  unanimous  as  to  the 
prospect  of  peace,  for  some  of  the  old  residents  be- 
lieve that  tne  chance  of  it  is  so  small  as  not  to  be 
worth  calculation:  but  we  repeat  that  to  us  there 
seems  little  doubt  that  an  arrangement  will  be  come 
to.  ’Tis  certainly  known  that  the  English  were 
determined  to  take  the  forts  by  a given  day,  pro- 
vided they  did  not  see  clearly  that  the  Chinese  were 
disposed  to  yield;  but  the  day  has  passed,  and  the 
forts  have  not  been  taken!  The  two  ships  which 
have  been  detained  at  Whampoa  since  the  com- 
mencement of  tlie  blockade,  in  June,  have  at  last 
been  able  to  load;  doubtless  on  assurance  from  tlie 
English  plenipotentiary  that  they  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  without  molestation;  hut  this  makes  it  pro- 
per to  say  that  the  conduct  of  captain  Elliot  towards 
the  Americans,  lias  been  throughout,  marked  by  a 
courtesy  and  friendliness  which  iiave  been  evinced 
by  very  few  of  his  countrymen. 

It  seems  hardly  wortli  while  to  go  into  any  par- 
ticulars at  present  with  reference  to  tlie  market  for 
teas.  Tlie  supply  is  large  the  present  season,  and 
the  crop  of  blacks  is  chiefly  down:  greens  Iiave  not 
yet  come  forward  freely.  Tlie  quality  is  as  good 
as  usual,  and  that  of  the  curious  chops  is  little  bet- 
ter. Tiie  supply  of  raw’  silk  is  also  large,  but  neither 
lor  silk  or  teas  can  tlie  Chinese  be  induced  to  name 
a price  which  would  authorise  speculation  in  either 
of  them.  A large  smuggling  Irade  is  already  going 
on,  arid  there  cannot  be  a doubt  that  if  a settlement 
does  not  take  place  or  is  long  deferred,  that  a large 
amount  of  teas.  &c.  will  find  its  way  out  in  this 
manner.  The  present  season  most  of  the  black 
teas  iiave  been  brought  to  Canton;  but  another, 
they  would  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, at  places  from  whicli  they  sould  easily  find 
their  way  out  to  Macao.  Tlie  impossibility  of  put- 
ting down  smuggling  in  this  country  is  evidenced 
by  the  present  stale  of  the  opium  trade.  The  drug 
was  never  so  cheap  in  Canton  as  at  this  moment. 
Many  ships,  American  and  English,  are  already 
outside,  or  are  daily  expected,  waiting  lo  see  what 
turn  events  will  take.  Should  tlie  trade  open, 
therefore,  we  may  look  to  see  them  loaded  and  im- 
mediately despatched  to  every  quarter;  before  they 
could  arrive  in  Europe  or  tlie  United  States,  in- 
formation by  tlie  oveiland  route  will  iiave  been  re- 
ceived, and  markets  immediately  bs  effected. 

Every  hour  may  bring  news  either  of  an  adjust- 
ment or  of  an  attack  on  the  Bogue;  but  should 
nothing  be  certainly  known  before  tile  Panama 
finally  leaves  China,  we  repeat  now  that  our  own 
opinion  is  in  favor  ol  a settlement  before  long. 

[New  York  American. 

INDIA. 

British  tyranny.  The  rev.  J.  Piermont  gives  the 
following  description  of  the  horrid  tyranny  of  tlie 
British  government  in  this  unhappy  region: 

“Tlie  sanguinary  wars  by  which  Great  Britain  has 
subjugated  tlie  hundred  millions  of  India,  and  the 
stern  despotism  with  which  she  rules  and  starves 
them,  that  her  merchant  princes  may  roll  in  splendor 
and  lap  themselves  in  voluptuousness,  have  a voice 
which  the  whole  thickness  of  tlie  globe  cannot  keep 
out  of  our  ears.  *A  more  beautiful  country,’ saj  s 
a brother  clergyman,  recently  of  this  city  ‘than  that 
from  Cuddalone  toTanjore  (in  Madras)  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  imagined.  The  dense  population  and  rich 
soil  give  their  energies  to  each  other,  and  produce  a 
scene  of  surpassing  loveliness.  But  the  taxes  and 
other  causes  keep  down  the  laborers  to  a state  below 
that  of  our  southern  slaves.’  ‘Turn  your  eyes 
backwards,’  says  a speaker  of  their  own,  no  longer 
ago  than  last  September,*  ‘turn  your  eyes  back- 
ward u()ou  the  scenes  of  last  year.  Go  with  me  into 
the  northwest  provinces  of  the  Bengal  presidency, 
and  I will  show’  you  (lie  bleaching  skeletons  of  five 

*Rcv.  H.  Iialcoiui. 
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hundred  thousand  human  beings,  who  perished  of 
hunger  in  the  space  of  a few  short  months.  Yes; 
died  of  hunger  in  what  has  been  justly  called  the 
granary  of  the  world.  The  air  for  miles  was  poison- 
ed with  the  effluvia  emitted  from  the  putrifying  bo 
dies  of  the  dead.  The  rivers  were  choked  with  the 
corpses  thrown  into  their  channels.  Mothers  cast 
their  little  ones  beneath  the  rolling  waves,  because 
they  would  not  see  them  draw  their  last  gasp,  and 
feel  them  stiffen  in  their  arms.  Jackalls  and  vul- 
tures approached  and  tattened  upon  the  bodies  of 
men,  women  and  children,  before  life  was  extinct. 
Madness,  disease  and  despair  stalked  abroad,  and  no 
human  power  present  to  arrest  their  progess.  And 
this  occurred  in  British  India,  in  the  reign  of  Vic- 
toria the  first.  Nor  was  the  event  extraordinary  or 
unforseen.  Far  from  it.  183-5  witnessed  a famine 
in  the  northern  province.  1833  beheld  one  in  the 
eastern.  1822  saw  one  in  the  Deccan.  They  have 
continued  to  increase  in  frequency  and  extent  under 
our  sway,  for  more  than  halt'a  century.’  Under  the 
administration  of  lord  Clive,  a famine  in  the  Bengal 
province  swept  off  three  millions;  and  at  that  time 
the  British  speculators  in  India  had  their  granaries 
filled  to  repletion  with  corn.  Horrid  monopoly  of 
the  necessaries  of  life!  Three  millions  died,  while 
there  was  food  enough,  and  to  spare,  locked  up  in 
the  slorehouse  together.  To  add  to  the  horror  with 
which  he  had  been  called  upon  to  regard  the  last 
dreadful  famine,  (that  of  the  lastyear),  we  are  made 
acquainted  by  the  returns  of  the  custom  house,  with 
the  fact  that  as  much  grain  was  exported  from  the 
lower  parts  of  Bengal,  as  would  have  led  the  half 
million  who  perished,  for  a whole  year.  Yet  this 
awful  oppression  and  these  desolating  famines  must 
go  on,  that  England  may  extort  a hundred  millions 
of  dollars  every  year,  from  her  hundred  millions  of 
Hindoos;  and  poppies  must  grow  instead  of  wheat, 
that,  at  her  cannon’s  mouth,  she  may  force  her  opi- 
um upon  the  three  hundred  millions  of  the  Chinese, 
while  some  one  solitary  marshman,  perhaps,  is 
translating  the  Bible  of  the  Christians,  to  bring 
these  countless  millions  to  accept  the  religion  of  a 
nation  that  stands  ready  at  this  moment  to  destroy 
one-half  of  them  by  war,  that  it  may  destioy  the 
other  half  by  poison.’’* 

PRUSSIA. 

Many  sovereigns  have  mounted  thrones  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  an  enthusiastic  people,  eager 
to  anticipate  from  their  new'  ruler  all  that  the  policy 
of  his  predecessor  withheld;  and  many  sovereigns 
have  seen  the  confidence  of  their  people  shaken  and 
their  owm  purposes  blunted  before  the  gilding  on 
their  thrones  was  tarnished  but  we  have  watched 
with  no  common  interest  the  policy  of  the  court  of 
Berlin  in  the  few  months  which  have  elapsed  since 
the  accession  of  the  present  monarch,  for  there  the 
acts  of  the  king  have  surpassed  the  hopes  of  the 
people.  The  differences  which  had  given  rise  to 
serious  dissensions  respecting  the  conflicting  rights 
of  the  church  and  the  provincial  governments  have 
been  promptly  allayed.  The  deliberations  of  the 
foreign  states  belonging  to  the  commercial  league, 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  and  the  commercial 
interests  of  Germany,  have  been  conducted  at  Ber- 
lin with  a degree  of  intelligence  and  harmony  be- 
tween the  various  states  w'hich  cannot  but  tend  to 
strengthen  the  poliiical  influence  of  Prussia  in  that 
vast  national  confederacy.  The  capital  of  Prussia 
has  become  the  hospital  refuge  of  men  of  the  great- 
est distinction  in  letters,  philosophy  and  in  the  arts; 
and  the  king  appears  to  have  received  them  in  the 
character  of  representatives  of  Hie  constimtional 
party  in  Germany,  as  well  as  in  that  of  her  princi- 
pal intellectual  ornaments.  The  last  intelligence 
from  Prussia  announces  the  opening  of  the  diet  by 
a decree  which  contains  the  elements  of  constitu- 
tional government  in  the  country.  The  crown 
pledges  itself  to  convoke  the  states  every  twoyears; 
to  give  publicity  to  the  debates  and  the  proposals 
of  the  states;  to  submit  to  the  states  various  bills 
relating  to  the  administration  of  justice,  and  a plan 
for  a considerable  reduction  in  taxation.  It  is  im- 
possible to  foresee  how  far  the  resolution  of  the 
king  or  the  course  of  events  will  promote  or  check 
these  important  changes;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  present  policy  of  Frederick  William  will 
speedily  place  him  at  the  head  of  the  great  body  of 
the  German  nation,  and  extend  the  influence  of  his 
government  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  his  king- 
dom. [Times. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  Liverpool  Courier  of  the  7th,  contains  in- 
telligence from  New  South  Wales  up  to  26th  Oc 
tober.  A great  want  of  laborers  was  felt  there,  and 
the  colonial  legislative  council  were  devising  mea- 
sures to  encourage  increased  immigration.  HiHi 
prices  are  offered  in  the  papers  for  laborers  of  all 

*See  Thompson’s  lectures  at  Manchester,  pp.  58 
and  59,  111 


kinds,  especially  printers,  coopers  and  watchma- 
kers. To  illustrate  the  advantages  presented  in  this 
colony  for  enterprise  and  industry,  the  deposites  in 
the  Savings’  bank  at  Sydney,  are  stated  to  have  been 
£127,000  in  August,  1840,  whereas  in  December, 
1S35,  they  amounted  to  only  £24,469.  The  export 
of  fine  wool,  which  amounted  in  1807  to  only 
£245  in  1839  was  £ 6,597,981.  This  is  said  to  be 
a commodity  which  may  be  produced  in  that  colo- 
ny to  any  required  extent.  The  total  amount^f  ex- 
port including  the  v produce  of  the  fisheries,  had 
risen  during  the  interval  between  1826  and  1839, 
from  106,600  to  £848,776. 

At  the  cape  of'  Good  Hope,  the  ajrport  of  fine  wool 
during  1838  amounted  to  £26,62^ 

PORTUGAL. 

The  queen  of  Portugal  lias  conferred  upon  vis- 
count Palmerston  and'lord  Howard  de  Walden  the 
grand  cross  of  the  order  of  the  tower  and  sword, 
in  testimony  of  her  approbation  of  their  services 
in  adjusting  the  differences  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal'. 

BRAZIL. 

Slavery  in  Brazil.  A circular  from  the  Brazilian 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  ambassadors  and 
consuls  in  Europe,  was  recently  issued  in  one  of  the 
official  journals.  It  urges  the  necessity  on  the  part 
of  goverment,  of  employing  all  means  within  its 
reach,  to  promote  within  the  empire,  the  moral  and 
material  improvements  of  which  a new,  vast  and 
rich  country  is  susceptible.  One  of  these  means  is 
then  alluded  to  in  an  effort  to  call  to  the  aid  of  the 
country,  the  greatest  number  of  free  and  industri- 
ous settlers.  It  is  not  necessary,  remarks  the  cir- 
cular, to  ponder  on  the  perils  which  the  empire 
would  run  for  the  future,  if  perchance,  as  is  no  more 
possible,  the  introduction  ol  Africans  were  to  con- 
tinue in  a century  in  which  all  civilized  nations  have 
united  to  put  down  the  slave  trade,  and  to  establish 
daily,  more  rigorous  measures  to  obtain  this  end. 
It  is  further  stated,  that  in  order  to  attract  free  la- 
bor to  that  country,  government  has  prohibited  the 
employment  of  slaves  in  any  of  the  public  establish- 
ments. This  is  indeed,  an  important  reform,  and  in  a 
section  of  the  world  where  it  was  least  expected. 

[Inquirer. 

CUBA. 

Troops  for  Havana.  The  New  Orleans  Courier 
of  a late  date  says:  “It  was  understood  in  Havana, 
that  8,000  troops  were  about  sailing  from  Cadiz  for 
Havana.  Indeed  a few  of  them  arrived  last  week. 
This  looks  as  if  Espartero  was  apprehensive  of  an 
attack  on  Cubafrom  some  European  power  orother. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Alexander  P.  Field,  to  be  secretary  for  the  terri- 
tory of  Wiskonsan. 

Robert  Tyler,  to  be  secretary  to  the  president  to 
sign  patents. 

John  B.  Dade,  of  Virginia,  to  be  warden  of  the 
penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Thomas  ISewall  and  Thomas  Donoho,  of  Wash- 
ington, and  Bernard  Hooe,  of  Alexandria,  to  be  in- 
spectors of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia for  the  year  commencing  on  the  4th  inst. 
w:hen  the  previous  year’s  commission  expired. 

Levi  Sterling,  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  (he 
district  of  lands  subject  to  sails  at  Muskoday,  in  the 
territory  of  Wiskonsan,  vice  Paschail  Bequette. 

Surveyors  general. 

James  Wilson,  for  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa. 

Silas  Reed,  for  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

Attorneys 

Franklin  Dexter,  lor  the  district  of  Massachusetts. 

Thomas  W.  Sutherland,  for  the  territory  of  Wis- 
konsan. 

Marshal . 

John  B.Eldridge,  for  the  district  of  Connecticut. 

Navy  agents. 

Jackson  Morton,  for  the  port  of  Pensacola,  Flo- 
rida, in  place  of  George  Johnson,  deceased. 

Timothy  Uphain,  for  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  N. 
Hampshire,  in  place  of  John  Laighton,  removed. 

Meigs  D.  Benjamin,  Edward  Taylor  and  Mathias 
B.  Edgar,  to  be  appraisers  of  merchandise  at  New 
York. 

Richard  Coe  and  Samuel  Spackinan,  to  be  apprai- 
sers of  merchandise  at  Philadelphia. 

Postmasters . 

Robert  M.  Riddle,  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Jonas  M.  Wheeler,  at  Canandaigua,  N.  York. 

Geoige  William  Gordan,  at  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts. 

James  W.  Coburn,  at  Mayesville,  Kentucky. 

Keiland  Tyner,  at  Macon’  Georgia. 

The  St.  Augustine  Herald  says  the  lion.  E.  B. 
Gould,  George  Center  and  George  McLellan,  esqs. 
are  appointed  commissioners  to  receive  claims  and 
take  testimony  concerning  Indian  depredations  lor 
the  eastern  district  of  Florida. 


Appointments  by  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral. Philo  C.  Butler,  of  Michigan,  to  be  second 
assistant  postmaster  general 

John  S.  Skinner,  of  Maryland,  to  be  thiid  assis- 
tant postmaster  general. 

Visiters  to  the  annual  examination  of 

CADETS  AT  THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY.  Tile  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  have  been  invited  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  attend  the  annual  examination  of  the 
cadets  of  the  military  academy,  to  commence  at 
West  Point,  N.  York,  on  flie  first  Monday  in  June: 

C.  B.  Hadduck,  esq.  of  New  Hampshire. 

Charles  Davies,  esq  of  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Levi  Wheaton,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Major  gen.  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  of  New  York. 

Chas.  Aguslus  Davis,  esq.  of  New  York. 

Major  gen.  S.  Alexander,  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  L.  Gow,  esq.  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  How  Peyton,  esq.  of  Virginia. 

Hedijah  Meade,  esq.  of  Virginia. 

Hon.  Hugh  S.  Legare,  of  South  Carolina. 

Asbury  Hull,  esq.  of  Georgia. 

Col.  John  Miller,  of  Kentucky. 

L.  P.  Williamson,  esq.  of  Tennessee. 

Rev.  Johh  Breckenridge,  D.  D.  of  Louisiana. 

Capt.  D.  Hunter,  of  Illinois. 

Col.  John  O’Fallon,  of  Missouri. 

Jesse  Turner,  esq.  of  Arkansas. 

AT  LARGE. 

Dr.  Gerard  T roost,  of  Nashville  university. 

Professor  O.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Cincinnati  college. 

Professor  Win.  Ruggles,  Columbia  college,  D.  C. 

Com.  Charles  Stew  art,  of  the  U.  S.  navy. 

Com.  T.  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  of  the  U.  S.  navy. 

Gen.  A.  Eustis,  of  the  U.  S.  army. 

Col.  S.  Thayer,  of  the  U.  S.  engineers. 

Upon  the  publication  of  this  list,  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  remarks:  It  is  under- 

stood that  a rule  has  been  adopted  within  the  last 
few  years,  confining  the  appointments  of  visiters  at 
West  Point,  to  one  from  each  state  every  alternate 
year,  leaving  a few  on  the  list  “at  large,”  to  be  se- 
lected for  great  public  services,  eminence  in  science, 
or  on  account  of  their  official  connexion  with  aca- 
demic institutions.  The  strict  observance  of  this 
rule  has  been  departed  from,  in  the  present  case,  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  respect  to  a few  of  the 
largerstates,  where  two  have  been  appointed.  There 
are  two  or  three  on  the  list  from  states  not  entitled 
to  appointments  by  the  rule,  but  who  had  been  de- 
signated before  the  secretary  was  aware  of  the  re- 
gulation established  by  his  predecessor. 

Consuls  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  recognized  Christopher  Fredeidrich  Plate,  a3 
consul  of  Bremen  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia;  and 

Walter  de  Lacy,  as  vice  consul  of  Spain,  for  the 
port  of  Norfolk. 

Treasurn  notes.  Treasury  department.  May  I, 
1841.  Amount  of  treasury  note3  issued  under  the 
provision  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837,  1838, 
1839,  1840  $26,681,337  5S 

Redeemed  of  those  issues  22,070,040  07 


Leaving  outstanding  $4,611,297  46 

Issued  under  the  act  ol  Feb.  1841: 

Prior  to  Mar.4,  673,6S1  32 
Since  Mar.4,  1,625,468  96 

2,299.150  28 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  47,456  90 

2,251,693  3S 


Aggregale  outstanding  $6,862,990  84 

T.  Ewing,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Ewing  has  disposed  of  about  half  a million 
at  par. 

The  north  east  boundary  question.  The 
New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says: 

“We  learn  that  a convention  has  been  signed  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales, 
which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  six  commis- 
sioners, three  for  each  parly  to  tile  dispute.  These 
six,  if  they  can  agree,  are  to  give  a final  decision 
on  the  question.  If  they  cannot  agree,  they  are  to 
appoint  three  others,  and  a decision  by  the  majori- 
ty of  Hie  nine  is  to  be  conclusive. 

Such  we  understand  to  be  the  arrangement  agreed 
upon.  Some  of  the  details  may  be  incorrectly  sta- 
ted, but  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
general  fact,  of  a convention  being  signed,  will 
prove  authentic. 

The  McLeod  case.  McLeod  arrived  at  New 
York  on  the  3d  inst.  in  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  Ni- 
agara county,  under  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  re- 
turnable at  i he  May  term  of  tile  supreme  court  of 
New  York,  silling  in  banco  in  that  city.  The  N. 
York  American  says: 
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This  writ  has  been  taken  out  by  the  prisoner’s 
counsel,  in  order,  in  the  first  instance,  lo  try  the 
queslion  of  jurisdiction,  as  a question  of  law. 

Joshua  A.  Spencer,  esq.  as  counsel  for  the  pri- 
soner, accompanied  him.  The  district  attorney  of 
the  Niagara  district,  Mr.  Wood,  and  the  attorney 
general  of  the  state,  Mr.  Hall,  are  here  to  argue  the 
case  in  behalf  of  the  state. 

In  order  to  avoid  excitement  at  Lockport,  the  in- 
tention of  removing  the  prisoner  under  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  was  judiciously  kept  private;  and  he 
was  far  on  his  way  to  this  city  before  it  was  known 
that  he  had  gone.  The  formal  return  to  the  writ 
will  be  made  to-day,  but  the  argument  on  the  case 
will  not,  we  understand,  be  entered  upon  before  the 
next  non-enumerated  day,  Thursday.  McLeod 
was  quite  a lion  on  board  the  boat  last  night,  and 
seemed,  we  hear,  to  enjoy  it.  It  is  this  love  for 
being  lionized,  we  apprehend,  that  has  got  this  fool- 
ish individual  into  his  present  scrape,  and  come 
near  involving  two  great  nations  in  serious  difficul- 
ties. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  3d 
inst.  alter  mentioning  the  arrival  of  McLeod  in  that 
city,  says — 

“In  ttie  meantime,  if  our  private  advices  from 
Washington  do  not  mislead  us — and  this  they  have 
never  yet  done — a decision  of  some  importance  has 
been  come  to  there,  in  reference  both  to  McLeod’s 
case  and  the  boundary  question. 

If  we  are  rightly  informed  it  has  been  agreed  be- 
tween Mr.  Fox  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  no  further  opposition  shall  be  made  by 
the  foimer  to  the  trial  of  McLeod.  That  trial  is  to 
go  on,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York,  without 
interference  either  by  the  British  minister  or  the 
national  government.  If  acquitted,  as  is  most  pro 
bable,  McLeod  will  be  discharged,  of  course,  and 
the  matter  thus  be  disposed  of.  If  convicted,  the 
national  government  will  then  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  afford  him  that  measure  of  justice  and 
protection  which  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  require  “ 

The  New  York  Herald  states  that  if  the  court 
shall  deny  the  application  for  the  discharge  of  Me 
Leod,  his  counsel  will  apply  for  a change  of  the 
venue.  This  will  no  doubt  be  granted,  and  he 
will  go  to  trial  at  such  time  and  place  as  his  coun- 
sel shall  deem  advisable.  An  eaily  day  is  wished 
for  by  the  prisoner,  and  is  desirable  on  every  ac- 
count. 

McLeod  is  ostensibly  in  the  custody  of  the  she- 
riff, but  no  restraint  is  imposed  upon  hi3  motions, 
and  if  he  had  any  disposition  to  evade  a trial  and 
go  back  to  Canada,  or  to  the  devil,  it  would  seem 
that  every  facility  is  to  be  offered  him.  He  is  a stout, 
and  rather  powerful  man,  and  has  been  wandering 
about  the  city  to-day,  looking  at  the  lions,  with  no- 
body to  prevent  his  escape  but  the  sheritf  of  Nia- 
gara county,  a man  much  inferior  in  point  of  physi- 
cal strength. 

Distilleries  in  the  United  States.  We 
aie  indebted  lo  the  h on.  Win.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  for 
a copy  from  the  records  of  the  department  of  state, 
of  the  number  of  distilleries  in  each  of  the  states, 
and  gallons  distilled;  as  exhibited  in  the  returns 
of  the  last  census. 


distilled  spirits,  will  furnish  each  man,  woman  and 
child,  with  2 14-190  gallons  nearly. 

[ American  Temperance  Union. 

Product  of  breadstuffs  in  the  United  States. 
We  have  received  the  returns  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  compiled  from  the  returns 
of  the  marshals  lor  taking  die  census,  in  June  last, 
with  the  exception  of  two  states  and  two  territories. — 
The  aggregate  is  astonishingly  large,  and  will  be  view- 
ed with  gratification.  It  exhibits  the  growing  wealth 
of  our  country.  It  will  be  seen  that  Michigan  takes  a 
front  rank  among  the  producing  states,  and  distances 
most  of  them,  when  our  population  is  considered. 

In  this  article,  we  give  only  the  immense  amount  of 
breadstuffs  produced,  reserving  the  other  important  ar- 
ticles for  a future  number: 


States. 

No.  distilleries. 

Gallons  distilled. 

Maine 

3 

New  Hampshii 

e . 5 

31,244 

Vermont 

2 . 

3,500 

Massachusetts 

37 

. 5,177,910 

Connecticut 

. 71  . 

215,892 

Rhode  Island 

4 

855,000 

New  York 

. 38  . 

4,008.616 

New  Jersey 

219 

356,417 

Pennsylvania 

707  . 

8,784,138 

Delaware 

3 

. 39,500 

Maryland 

. 73  . 

342,813 

Virginia 

. 1,450 

882,516 

North  Carolina 

2,798  . 

1,038,741 

South  Carolina 

251 

102,288 

Georgia  . 

350  . 

528,393 

Alabama 

185 

127,261 

Mississippi 

15  . 

3,150 

Louisiana  . 

5 

291,520 

Tennessee 

1,381  . 

1,080,693 

Arkansas  , 

47 

17,215 

Kentucky 

891  . 

1,700.705 

Missouri  , 

215 

328,898 

Illinois 

150  . 

1,429.119 

Indiana 

322 

. 1,786,964 

Ohio 

373  . 

466,357 

Michigan  . 

59 

544,066 

Iowa 

2 . 

4,310 

District  of  Columbia  I 

- 6,000 

9,657 

36,343,236 

If  the  population  of  the  United  States  be  correct- 

ly  estimated  at 

17  millions,  the  above  quantity  of 

STATES. 

Bushels  oj 
wheat. 

Bushels  of 
other  grain. 

Bushels  oj 
potatoes. 

Maine 

848.166 

2 630,996 

10,392,380 

N.  Hamp. 

442,954 

3 084,854 

6,234,901 

Vermont 

642.963 

4,051,818 

8,206,784 

Mass. 

158,923 

3,604,082 

5,386,662 

R.  Island 

3,068 

697,408 

904,773 

Conn. 

86,980 

3,995,176 

3,414,227 

N.  York 

11,853,907 

39,540,501 

30,058,000 

N.  Jersey 

774,023 

9,922,044 

2,074.118 

Penn. 

13,029,756 

40,198,521 

8,626,925 

Delaware 

215,165 

3,036,705 

200,712 

Maryland 

3,511,443 

42,772.230 

1,058,919 

Virginia 

10,0o6.S09 

50,054,336 

2,873.447 

S.  Car. 

705,925 

16,236,512 

2,697,713 

Georgia 

1,732,956 

18,703,310 

1,184,386 

Ohio 

16,214,260 

48,797.112 

5,600,586 

Tenn. 

4,547,372 

49.545  443 

2,373,034 

Louisiana 

105 

6,622,393 

845,935 

Alabama 

746  106 

16,146.577 

1,560,700 

Miss. 

196,476 

13,669,940 

1,539,528 

Missouri 

940,077 

13,840.190 

6S4.492 

Indiana 

4,154,256 

34,086,545 

1,548,190 

Illinois 

2,740,380 

28,354.932 

1,956,887 

Michigan 

2,189,263 

6,152,273 

2,051.339 

Arkansas 

112,200 

4,034,7)2 

290,887 

Iowa  ter. 

157,747 

1,559,230 

234,063 

Dist.  Col. 

12,147 

60,717 

12,035 

Bushels 

66,089,947 

419.776,871 

102  459.926 

Popula- 

tion. 


501,790 

281,481 

291,848 

737,786 

108,837 

310.831 

2,432,835 

373,271 

1,850,000 

78,120 

467,567 

1.239,227 

594,439 

1,515,695 

683,314 

384,000 

327,781 

683,314 

457,447 

211,705 

95,612 

43,712 


There  are  no  returns  from  North  Carolina,  Kentuc- 
ky, Florida  and  Wiskonsan.  When  we  receive  them 
we  shall  give  them.  It  will  also  be  observed,  that  in 
several  states,  the  population  is  not  given,  as  the  returns 
at  Washington  were  supposed  to  be  so  incorrect,  that 
they  were  sent  back  to  the  marshals  for  revision. 

Recapitulation: 

Bushels  of  wheat  66,039,947 

Other  grain  419,776,871 

Potatoes  102,459,926 

Estimate  for  Kentucky,  North 
Carolina,  &c.  70,000,000 


Bushels^  658  326,744 

Over  38  bushels  of  breadstuffs  for  every  inhabitant 
in  the  United  States.  Of  the  various  kinds  of  grain, 
we  find  the  following: 

Wheat  66,089.947  Bushels. 

Corn  297.562,240 

Rye  17,032  102 

Buckwheat  6,930,929 

Barley  3,840,937 

Potatoes  102,459,926 

Oats  94,461,363 

For  Kentucky,  North  Ca- 
rolina, Wiskonsan  ter- 
ritory, &c.  say  70,000,000  of  all  kinds. 

658,426,744 

During  the  long  discussion  in  England  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  corn  laws,  the  necessary  quantity  of  grain 
required  to  find  an  individual  with  bread,  has  been 
closely  investigated,  and  it  is  estimated,  that  the  ave- 
rage consumption,  including  young  and  old,  is  about 
Jive  bushels  to  a person,  including  all  kinds  of  grain. 

Admitting  this  estimate  to  he  correct,  and  putting 
the  population  of  the  United  States  at  seventeen  mil- 
lions, we  have  a surplus  of  33  bushels  to  an  inhabitant. 
Perhaps  one  half  of  the  corn,  most  of  the  wheat  and 
backwheat,  and  three  quarters  of  the  rye  is  used  for 
bread;  and  the  remainder  of  the  rye  and  a large  part 
of  the  corn  manufactured  into  whiskey,  or  used  in  fat- 
tening pork.  We  deduct  the  barley  for  flip  brewers, 
and  the  oats  for  stock,  although  in  the  western  coun- 
ties of  England,  barley  is  used  for  bread,  and  in  Scot- 
land, oat  meal  is  in  general  use,  and  we  find  the  re- 
sources of  the  United  States-  will  stand  as  follows; 
Wheat  66.0S9,947 

Buckwheat  6,930,929 

Potatoes  102,499,926 

Com  148,000.000 

Rye  12,500,000 

For  Kentucky,  North  Carolina, 

Wiskonsan  territory, &,c.  say  30,000,000 

Bushels  366,020,802 

Over  22  bushels  to  an  inhabitant! 

In  yjewing  the  amount  of  breadstuffs  raised,  the  far- 
mer can  draw  his  own  conclusions,  by  the  foregoing, 
as  to  the  probability  of  a rise  of  prices,  or  conjecture  as 
to  a still  further  decline.  Unless  there  is  a great  de- 
mand forit  abroad,  we  fear  the  latter.  At  present,  we . 


see  nothing  to  encourage  more  than  a usual  exporta- 
tion. 

In  making  a calculation,  it  must  be  recollected  that 
there  are  about  4,000,000  of  people  in  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America,  who  now  receive  their  flour  from 
us,  and  have  for  many  years.  Our  exports  to  those 
countries,  amount  to  near  800,000  barrels  annually, 
and  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  the  country  consume 
100,000  barrels  starch,  tfec.  The  past  year  a new 
trade  has  been  carried  on  with  the  Canadas. 

We  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  amount,  as 
near  as  vve  can,  as  the  western  trade  with  the  British 
provinces  has  commenced  within  a year  or  two  past. 
4,000  barrels  from  Detroit,  equal  to  20.000  bushels. 
Bushels  of  wheat  from  St.  Joseph  45,000  “ 

70,995  bbls.  from  Cleveland,  equal  to  354,974  “ 

Bushels  from  Cleveland  896,650  “ 

From  Grand  river,  Ohio  11,000  “ 

40  000  bbls.  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.  200,000  “ 

No  returns  from  Buffalo  and  other 
ports  oil  the  lake 


4,527,425  “ 

Most  of  this  went  to  England,  as  after  it  (nice  got 
into  the  provinces  it  passed  for  colonial  wdteat,  and  en- 
tered the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  free  of  duty. 

Exports  of  flour  and  wheat  from  1790  to  1840. 


Years. 

Bushels  of  wheat 
exported. 

| Average  price  of 
wheat  in  Eng- 
land. 

Barrels  of  flour 
exported. 

Average  price  of 
flour  each  year 
at  Philadelphia. 

Value  ofjlour  ex- 
ported at,  ave- 
rage prices  in 
Philadelphia. 

1790 

1,124.458 

53s.  2d. 

724,623 

3 5 56 

4,028.903 

1791 

1,018.339 

47 

2 

619,681 

5 22 

3,234  735 

1792 

853,790 

41 

9 

824,464 

5 25 

4,323,436 

1793 

1.450,575 

47 

10 

1,074,639 

5 90 

6,340,370 

1794 

698,797 

50 

8 

846,010 

6 90 

5.837,469 

1795 

141  273 

72 

11 

687,369 

10  60 

7,286,111 

1796 

31,226 

76 

3 

725,194 

12  50 

9,064,955 

1797 

15,655 

52 

2 

515.633 

8 91 

4,594,290 

1798 

15,021 

50 

4 

507,558 

8 20 

4,653,975 

1799 

10,056 

66 

11 

519,265 

9 66 

5,016,099 

1800 

26,853 

110 

5 

653.052 

9 86 

6,439,092 

1801 

239,929 

115 

11 

1,102,444 

10  40 

11,465.417 

1802 

280,281 

67 

9 

1.156,248 

6 90 

7,978,1  11 

1803 

686.415 

57 

1 

1.311,853 

6 73 

8,828,771 

1804 

127.024 

60 

5 

810.008 

8 23 

6,66 5,365 

1805 

18.041 

87 

1 

777.513 

9 70 

7,541,876 

1806 

86,781 

76 

9 

782,724 

7 30 

5.713,885 

1807 

776,814 

73 

1 

1.249,819 

7 17 

8,961,202 

1808 

87,330 

78 

11 

263  813 

5 69 

1,501.095 

1809 

393,889 

94 

5 

846,247 

6 91 

5 847,566 

1810 

325,924 

103 

3 

798,431 

9 37 

7,481,298 

1811 

216.833 

.92 

5 

1,445,012 

9 95 

14,377,869 

1812 

53,832 

122 

8 

1,443,492 

9 83 

14,189,526 

1813 

238,535 

106 

6 

1.260,942 

8 92 

11  247  602 

1814 

72 

1 

193,274 

8 60 

1 662,156 

1815 

17.634 

63 

8 

862.739 

8 71 

7,514,456 

1816 

62  321 

76 

2 

729,053 

9 78 

7,130,138 

1817 

96.407 

94 

0 

1,479,198 

11  69 

17.291, S24 

1818 

196,808 

S3 

8 

1,157,697 

9 96 

11.530,662 

1819 

82,065 

72 

3 

750,660 

7 11 

5,337,192 

1820 

22,137 

65 

10 

1,177,036 

4 72 

5,555  609 

1821 

25,821 

54 

5 

1,056.119 

4 78 

5 04S.248 

1822 

4,418 

43 

3 

827.865 

6 58 

5,447,351 

1823 

4.272 

51 

9 

756.702 

6 82 

5,160,708 

1824 

20,373 

62 

0 

996.792 

5 62 

5,601,971 

1825 

17,990 

66 

6 

813,906 

5 10 

4.150,920 

1S26 

45,166 

56 

11 

857,820 

4 65 

3,988,863 

1827 

22,182 

56 

9 

868.496 

5 23 

4,542,234 

1828 

8,906 

60 

5 

860,809 

5 60 

4,820.530 

1829 

4.007 

66 

3 

837,385 

6 33 

5,300,647 

1830 

45.2S9 

64 

3 

1,227,434 

4 83 

5,928,506 

1831 

403,910 

66 

4 

1,806,529 

5 67 

10,243,019 

1832 

89,304 

58 

8 

864,919 

5 72 

4,947,337 

1833 

32,421 

52 

11 

955.768 

5 63 

5,380  974 

1834 

36.948 

46 

5 

835,352 

5 17 

4,318,770 

1835 

47,762 

39 

4 

779,396 

5 83 

4,582,848 

1836 

2,062 

4S 

6 

505  400 

7 99 

4,038,146 

1837 

17  303 

55 

11 

318,719 

9 37 

2,9S6,397 

1838 

1839; 

1840] 

6,291 

63 

4 

448,161 
916  161 
813,542 

7 79 

3,491,174 

1,670,512 

Thus  it  wil)  be  seen  that  our  exports  have  diminish- 
ed yearly  from  1790  to  this  time,  with  the  exception  of 
the  years  when  Europe  has  been  at  war.  In  1793  we 
exported  equal  to  6,828,770  bushels  of  wheat,  and  in 
1S38,  only  2,246,769,  although  we  produced  five  times 
as  much  as  we  did  in  1790. 

In  1700,  the  wheat  grown  in  Great  Britain,  was  only 
14,000  bushels,  and  barley  27,000.  In  1830,  wheat  over 
100,000,000  and  barley  37,000. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  increase  of  produc- 
tion ofgrain,  owing  lo  the  oppression  of  the  corn  laws 
to  the  poor,  there  is  more  suffering  for  the  want  of  bread 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Europe, 

The  importation  of  wheat  into  England  from  her 
provinces,  is  free  of  duty,  that  from  the  United  States 
ts  subject  to  her  corn  laws,  and  when  scarcity  apd  star- 
vation stares  them  in  the  face,  and  the  price  of  grain 
reaches  a certain  point,  she  allows  her  subjects  to  par- 
take of  foreign  breadstuffs,  and  America  then  comes 
in  competition  witli  grain  from  Hamburg,  Dantzic, 
Naples  and  Odessa.  This  leads  us  to  say  a uoid  in 
respect  to  the  corn  laws  of  England,  which  bear  hea- 
vier upon  the  products  of  the  mighty  west,  than  is  ge* 
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nerally  understood.  That  the  farmer  may  understand 
the  prices  of  flour  in  England,  when  he  reads  the  quo- 
tations from  English  papers,  we  give  the  table  of  duties 
on  the  article  graduated  by  the  prices  of  sacks  and 
quarters  of  wheat.  He  can  men  make  his  own  calcu- 
lation in  sterling  money,  (a  shilling  being  22  cents) 
whether  it  will  pay  the  eastern  merchant  lor  shipment^ 
to  Europe,  and  thus  he  can  determine  the  prospect  of 
foreign  exports,  and  consequently  know  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  New  York  market. 

Table  of  duties.— A sack  of  flour  weighs  2-10  pounds, 
a barrel  of  American  flour  196  pounds;  thus  a barrel  of 
flour  is  seven-tenths  of  a sack  by  weight.  When  he  sees 
in  the  price  current  as  follows: — 

A sack  of  flour  Duties  on  Amer.  flour. 


At  70s.  equal  a barrel  at  49s.  0<£ 


At  68 s. 
At  66s. 
At  64s. 
At  62s. 
At  60s. 
At  58s. 
At  56s. 
At  54s. 
At  52s. 
At  50 s. 


6s.  7 d. 
10s.  0 | d. 
12s.  5 Id. 
13s.  7 


id. 


47s.  5 d. 

46s.  3d. 

44s.  9 d. 

43s.  5 d. 

42s.  0 d. 

40s.  5 d. 

39s.  3d. 

37 s.  9 d. 

36 s.  6d. 

35 s.  0 d. 

The  last  intelligence  from  England,  flour  was  sellin_ 
at  66s.  a sack,  which  makes  a duty  of  $2  70  per  bar- 
rel on  American  flour,  which  amounts  to  a prohibition 
so  much  so,  that  orders  were  received  by  ths  last  arri- 
vals, to  stop  purchases  at  over  §4  30  in  New  York;  and 
from  the  first  to  the  tenth  of  last  month,  but  6,892  bar- 
rels were  exported,  which  was  taken  at  $4  50. 

Notwithstanding  the  policy  of  England  has  been 
for  years  to  protect  her  agricultural  industry,  no  coun- 
tervailing protection  has  been  adopted  by  the  United 
States;  but  on  the  contrary,  duties  upon  British  goods 
are  every  year  lessening,  and  many  of  them  are  tree  of 
duty.  The  producers  of  the  west  are  obliged  to  pay 
bonus  to  England  for  the  privilege  of  trade.  If  Great 
Britain  would  receive  the  breadstuff’s  of  our  country, 
on  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  which  we  pay  on 
her  manufactures,  then  the  farmer  would  have  no  just 
cause  for  complaint. 

The  imports  of  the  United  States,  since  1790  to  1840, 
have  exceeded  the  exports  !®793,458,63o 

In  the  same  time  there  have  been  but  se- 
ven years,  that  we  have  exported  more 
than  we  have  imported,  which  was  51,931,205 


@741,526,430 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-one  million,  fee  hundred  and 
iuienty-seven  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars! ! 
which  has  been  paid  to  foreign  nations  in  gold  arid  sil- 
ver over  our  exports,  for  articles  which  could  have  been 
manufactured  in  this  country,  and  within  the  last  six 
years,  near  three  hundred  millions  of  this  balance  has 
accrued  against  us,  to  say  nothing  of  the  two  hundred 
millions  of  state  stocks  which  have  been  sold  in  Eu- 
rope within  the  past  five  years. 

In  183.8,  the  total  amount  of  agricultural  productions 
of  all  descriptions,  with  the  exception  of  cotton,  export- 
ed to  allparts  of  the  world,  amounting  to  only  6,048,065 
and  the  same  year  silks  to  the  amount  of  over  25,000,000 
dollars  were  admitted  to  our  ports,  free  of  duly! 

But,  we  find  we  are  deviating  from  our  subject,  which 
was,  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  we  can,  the  amount  of 
breadstuff's  now  in  the  country: 


Gone  to  Canada 
To  foreign  countries  1840 
Used  by  manufacturers 
Shipping  from  New  York  since  Jan.  1 
“ other  ports,  say 

Allow  for  West  Indies,  and  Mexico,  which 
we  usually  supply 


Bushels 

1,527,425 

4,067,710 

100,000 

500,000 

500,000 

4,000,000 


11,095,135 


absence  of  a few  gentlemen  having  charge  of  state 
surveys  or  reconnoissances,  was  in  a degree  com- 
pensated  by  the  observations  of  those  actually  pre- 
sent, and  by  the  deep  interest  of  their  several  com- 
munications. The  opening  discourse  delivered  by 
professor  Hilchcock,  the  chairman  of  the  last  year, 
was  replete  with  philosophical  views,  and  with  a 
vast  variety  of  important  facts  w hich  the  geological 
surveys  of  our  country  have  brought  to  light.  This 
discourse  is  to  be  immediately  put  to  press.  Pa- 
pers were  read  by  several  gentlemen,  among  whom 
were  professors  Locke  of  Cincinnati;  Beck,  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.;  Vanuxern,  of  Bristol,  Pa.;  Tay- 
lor, of  Philadelphia;  Jackson,  of  Boston;  and  we 
believe  by  some  others  whose  names  do  not  now 
occur  to  us.  These  communications,  together  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  association,  will  at  an  early 
day  be  spread  before  the  public  on  the  pages  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Science,  edited  by  the  Messrs. 
Silliman. 

Verbal  communications  of  great  interest' were 
likewise  made  byr  many  gentlemen  of  the  associa- 
tion, among  whom  were  Mr.  Nicollet,  Dr.  Hough- 
ton, prof.  Mather,  prof.  Bailey,  Dr.  Morton,  Dr. 
Harlan,  P.  A.  Brown,  esq.  Mr  Hodge,  prof.  John- 
son, Mr.  Redfield,  prof.  Hubbard,  and  probably  by- 
other  members  whose  names  are  not  now  recol- 
lected. The  discussions  growing  out  of  these  se- 
veral statements,  as  well  as  those  which  arose  upon 
the  various  written  communications,  were  prose- 
cuted with  an  earnestness  which  zeal  in  so  impor- 
tant a cause  must  inspire,  and  at  the  same  time  with 
a courtesy  which  is  the  natural  effect  of  elevated 
sentiments  and  liberal  pursuits. 

On  resigning  the  chair  on  Friday  evpning,  pro- 
fessor Silliman  delivered  before  the  association  and 
a crowded  assemblage  of  intelligent  citizens,  in  the 
new-  lecture  room  of  the  academy,  a discourse 
which  especially  instructed  and  delighted  his  audi- 
ence. The  great  outlines  of  general  geolog}'  were 
sketched  with  a masterly  hand.  The  actual  con- 
dition of  our  planet  both  internal  and  external — the 
index  to  the  ages  of  rocks — the  periods  of  acqueous 
action  marked  by  the  depository  strata- — the  curious 
and  wonderful  organized  beings  which  once  moved 
either  on  land  or  in  the  w'aters,  but  what  exist  no 
longer — the  amazing  foices  which  have  been  at 
work  and  some  of  w hich  are  still  in  action  to  modi- 
fy the  face  of  our  globe — were  a few'  of  the  topics 
which  entered  into  this  excellent  peiformance.  A 
most  interesting  reference  was  made  to  the  early 
efforts  of  American  geologists,  in  which  a just  tri- 
bute was  paid  to  the  late  president  of  the  academy, 
Win.  Maclure;  and  the  lecture  very  appropriately 
referred  to  his  own  early  efforts  to  cultivate  geolo- 
gy, at  a period  when  the  now  splendid  cabinet  of 
Yale  college  was  all  packed  in  a candle-box  and 
brought  to  Philadelphia  to  be  labelled  by  the  late 
Mr.  Seybert.  He  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  early'  part  oi  the  present  century  even  London 
contained  no  means  of  furnishing  geological  in- 
struction. 

The  next  annual  meeting  is,  we  understand,  to 
be  held  on  the  last  Monday  in  April,  1342,  in  Bos- 
ton. Prof.  S.  G.  Morton  of  this  city,  was  chosen 
chairman  for  the  next  year,  and  Dr.  C.  J.  Jackson, 
of  Boston,  was  made  secretary.  Ttie  friends  of 
science  have  cause  to  rejoice  at  the  auspicious 
commencement  last  year,  and  the  still  more  happy 
repetition  on  the  late  occasion  of  tile  labors  of  this 
young  and  vigorous  institution.  [Nut.  Gaz. 


Kovel  branch  of  nation  a f industry.  Of  late  the 
natives  have  driven  a brisk  trade  w ith  thr  irentle- 
men  of  the  scientific  corps,  lor  the  purchase  <-t  bugs, 
shells,  corals,  and  all  the  creeping  and  11}  it  g dungs 
they  could  lay  hands  upon.  One  native  offered  a 
lot  of  large  centipedes  for  sale,  about  twenty  or  so, 
all  alive  and  kicking,  which  he  had  strung  by  slip- 
nooses  upon  a stick,  like  a necklace,  showing  them 
round  with  quite  a triumphant  air,  as  they  hung 
cheek  by  jowl,  “locked  in  fond  embiace.”’  They 
put  us  in  mind  of  the  man  w ho  having  come  across 
a man  dead  (drunk)  in  the  street,  lied  him  up  in  a 
bag  and  took  him  to  a dissector’s  lor  sale,  “Why,” 
says  the  professional  gentleman,  as  the  body  gave 
some  signs  of  returning  animation,  “he’s  alive.” 
“I  know  it,”  says  the  seller,  “keep  him  and  kill 
him  When  you  want  him.”  [K.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Melancholy  casualty.  The  Portsmouth  (Va.) 
Chronicle  gives  the  following  particulars  of  a most 
painful  event  which  occurred  at  the  navy  yard  at 
that  place  on  Thursday  night.  “Our  whole  com- 
munity were  paralyzed  with  amazement  this  morn- 
ing to  learn  that  lieutenant  W.  B.  Lyne,  of  the  U. 
States  navy,  was  accidently  drow  ned  last  night  dur- 
ing his  watch  on  board  the  Pennsylvania.  From 
what  we  can  learn  it  seems  that  he  had  got  out 
upon  the  mizzen  chains  to  look  lor  something  and 
making  a mislep,  or  his  feet  slipping,  he  fell  over- 
board; before  a boat  could  reach  him,  he  had  sunk 
to  rise  no  more.  It  is  suppose  that  he  must  have 
been  stunned  by  the  fall;  otherwise,  being  an  ex- 
cellent swimmer,  be  would  have  sustained  himself 
in  the  water  until  assistance  could  have  reached 
him. 

We  are  too  greatly  shocked  by  the  suddenness  of 
this  awful  event,  to  be  able  to  speak  of  the  deceased 
as  his  excellence  deserves.  A universal  favorite 
among  our  citizens,  without  an  enemy  in  the  wide 
world,  his  loss  will  long  be  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  li is  manly  worth.  ' The  service  has  lost  a 
brilliant  ornament;  the  community  a most  excellent 
citizen;  his  partner  a most  kind  and  indulgent  hus- 
band. To  iter  the  event  must  be  one  of  overpower- 
ing agony.  We  trust  that  among  the  many  who 
appreciate  his  manly  virlues,  some  one  will  favor 
us  with  a merited  tribute  to  him  who  is  gone,  and 
gone  forever.” 


Wheat  raised 
Exported 

Wheat 

Other  kind  of  breadstuff’s 


66  039,947 
11,095  175 


51,994,802 

287,773,720 


342,768,522 

Allowing  10  bushels  to  each  inhabitant,  which  is 
double  the  average  in  Europe,  and  we  have  a surplus 
of  172,000,000  bushels.  From  which  we  conclude,  that 
unless  there  is  an  increased  demand  from  abroad,  pre- 
sent prices  of  breadstuff’s  will  not  advance  during  the 
present  season,  whatever  change  may  follow  the  inga- 
thering of  the  ensuing  crop.  [ Detroit  Daily  Adv. 

Association  of  American  geologists.  This 
body  formed  in  1840,  he'd  ils  second  session  at  the 
hall  of  the  academy  of  natural  sciences  in  Broad 
street  during  the  last  week,  commencing  on  Mon- 
day afternoon,  and  ending  about  one  o’clock  on  Sa- 
turday. Professor  Silliman,  chairman  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  presided.  The  members  present  had  at 
various  times  been  engaged  in  general  or  local  geo- 
logical surveys  in  Nova  Scotia,  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connec- 
ticut, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania.  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and’  South  Caro 
lina,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Iowa  and  Wis 

lconsan,  together  with  occasional  examinations  in  I ragraph  which  we  find  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  Po 
oilier  states.  The  regret  felt  at  the  unavoidable  | lynesian  of  Nov.  14th,  relates  to  the  same  subject: 


THE  ARMY. 

A detachment  of  United  States  maiines,  78  in 
number,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Maddox, 
reached  Norfolk  on  the  15th  nit.  from  Washington. 
A part  ofthem  are  intended  for  the  ship  Delaware, 
and  the  balance  as  a guard  fortiie  navi'  yard. 

Indian  trouble.  Tile  Wiskonsan  Inquirer  says: 
“An  express  arrived  al  Forts  Crawford  and  Winne- 
bago, a day  or  two  since,  from  Fort  Sueliing,  with 
the  intelligence  that  Hie  warriors  of  the  Sioux  tribe 
of  Indians  were  collecting  in  great  numbers,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  last  mentioned  military  station,  and 
meditated  an  attack  upon  the  garrison.  A company 
of  dragoons  from  Fort  Crawford,  and  a company  ol 
infantry  from  Winnebago,  have  been  ordered,  we 
understand,  to  St.  Peters,  to  assist  in  the  defence 
of  the  post. 

THE  NAVY. 

Exploring  expedition — Curiosities.  It  is  stated 
that  the  ship  Lausanne,  which  arrived  last  week 
from  the  Sandwich  Islands  brought  home  over  two 
hundred  packages,  barrels,  boxes,  &c.  of  curiosities 
of  all  kinds  from  the  exploring  expedition,  which 
have  been  forwarded  to  Washington  to  be  placed 
in  the  national  collection  there.  The  annexed  pa- 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

AGRICULTURAL  RANK  OF  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 

It  seems  from  a recent  statistical  statement,  that 
the  rank  of  t lie  several  states  in  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, is  as  follows: 

in  wheat — 1st,  Ohio;  2d,  Pennsylvania;  3d,  N. 
York. 

In  Indian  corn — 1st,  Tennessee;  2d,  Virginia; 
3d,  Ohio. 

The  result  in  Kentucky  are  not  given,  it  is  pos- 
sible she  might  be  second  or  third. 

In  potatoes — 1st,  New  York;  2d,  Maine;  3d, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  cotton — 1st,  Mississippi;  2d,  Alabama;  3d, 
Georgia. 

In  tobacco — 1st,  Tennessee;  2d,  Maryland;  3d, 
Virginia. 

In  wool — 1st,  New  York;  2d,  Ohio;  3d,  Ver- 
mont. 

In  swine — 1st,  Tennessee;  2d,  Ohio;  3d,  Ken- 
tucky, probably. 

In  lumber — 1st,  New  Yoik;  2d,  Maine. 

Louisiana,  of  course,  raises  tire  most  sugap.. — 
But  there  are  immense  quantities  of  maple  or 
country  sugar  made  in  New  York,  Ohio,  and  other 
states. 

Looking  at  the  above  rank  of  t he  leading  states 
in  eight  of  the  principal  articles  of  agricultural  pro- 
duction, some  curious  facts  may  be  inferred. 

First:  Of  all  the  states  in  the  union,  that  which 
probably  lias,  and  admits  of  in  future,  the  most  va- 
rious production, ’(not  the  greatest,  aggregate),  is 
Tennessee.  The  reason  ol  this  will  he  obvious 
from  an  inspection  of  the  map.  The  slate  embra- 
ces both  northern  and  southern  productions,  the 
most  fertile  land  and  the  most  abundant  mineral  re- 
sources. 

Secondly:  The  state  capable  of  sustaining  the 
largest  population,  is  Ohio.  This  is  obvious  from 
her  position  in  reference  to  wheat,  corn,  hogs, 
wool,  and  many  other  productions,  which  are  es- 
sential to  the  sustenance  of  human  life. 

Thirdly:  The  state  which  at  tins  time  produces 
the  most  in  aggregate  value,  is  New  York,  This 
isowing  to  the  combination  oi’  capital,  experience 
and  population. 

Looking  to  the  means  of  sustaining  a very  great 
population  in  agriculture,  anil  again  giving  employ- 
ment to  numerous  manufacturers  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  supply  ttiat  population,  Ohio  stands 
ahead  of  every  oilier  slate;  and  it  is  this  great  fact, 
united  with  powerful  moral  causes,  which  has  given 
it  such  an  extraordinary  growth.  Fertile  alluvial 
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lands  have,  over  the  whole  earth,  been  the  seat  of 
the  densest  populations,  arid  the  most  flourishing 
empires. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  New- Jersey  Methodist  Episcopal  conference 
convened  at  Newark,  on  Wednesday  morning,  28th 
ult.  bishop  Hedding  presiding.  About  one  hundred 
arid  twenty  five  preachers  were  in  attendance. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  relief  bill.  After  a protracted  discussion  of 
the  bill  forthe  relief  ol  the  banks  and  the  state  treasu- 
ry, it  was  passed  in  the  senate  by  a vote  of  17  to  14; 
in  the  house  it  passed  by  a strict  party  vote,  but  be- 
ing vetoed  by  the  governor,  the  same  bill,  substan- 
tially, was  introduced  and  passed  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  by  the  constitutional  majority  in 
each,  and  has  therefore  become  a law.  It  passed 
in  the  house  by  a large  majority,  the  vote  being 
ayes  62  to  28  negatives. 

VIRGINIA. 

Election.  The  result  of  the  election  in  this  state 
for  members  of  congress,  is  the  choice  of  ten  whigs, 
ten  Van  Burenites,  and  one  described  as  indepen- 
dent, or,  more  properly,  neutral. 

The  election  for  state  senators  has  resulted  in  a 
gain  of  one  senator  for  the  whigs;  and  of  the  house 
of  delegates  il  is  now  believed  that  the  majority  is 
with  the  v.higs. 

An  exact  statement  of  the  names  of  the  members 
of  congress,  and  of  the  vote  for  delegates,  shall  be 
given  to  our  readers  when  our  friends  at  Richmond 
publish  them.  [Nat.  ltd. 

KENTUCKY. 

Great  military  encampment.  The  Louisville  le- 
gion held  a meeting  on  last  Monday  evening,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  early  arrangements  for  a 
splendid  celebration  on  the  fourth  of  July.  The 
whole  force  of  the  legion  is  to  be  brought  out  and 
encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  the  week  pre- 
vious to  the  fourth.  All  the  independent  compa- 
nies of  Kentucky,  of  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Nash- 
ville, St.  Louis,  &.C.  are  to  be  invited  to  join  in  the 
celebration.  The  officers  of  the  legion  have  al- 
ready commenced  extensive  preparations,  and  we 
anticipate  one  of  ttie  most  splendid  military  assem- 
blages that  ever  met  in  the  western  country. 

[ Louisville  Adv. 

Pork  business  at  Louisville.  We  learn  from  the 
Journal,  that  Messrs.  A.  S White  &.  Co.  of  Louis- 
ville, slaughtered  this  year  21,000  hogs,  and  put  up 

I, 700  kegs  of  lard.  They  have  been  engaged  in  the 
pork  business  three  years — the  first  year  they  put 
up  19,000  hogs,  and  the  second  year  11,000. — 
Messrs.  Thomas  & Maxcy,  the  on ly  other  packing 
house  in  Louisville,  put  up  the  present  year  about 

II, 000  hogs. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  true  state  of  fads — Stale  credit.  Much  un- 
just censure  lias  been  bestowed  on  the  last  legisla- 
ture, which  is  the  result  of  ignorance  of  what  the 
legislature  did  do  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  slate. 
We  notice  that  the  New  York  papers  are  full  of 
articles  calculated  deeply  to  injure  the  people  of 
this  state,  and  which  are  founded  on  sheer  igno- 
rance of  the  acts  of  the  last  session.  We  will  sum  up 
ttie  facts,  as  they  actually  exist.  The  acts  of  the 
late  session  contain  the  following  provisions: 

1.  The  revenue  i;  raised  fifty  per  cent,  to  be  ex- 
clusively applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  on 
state  indebtedness. 

2.  The  rate  of  valuation  on  land  is  fixed  so  that 
no  land  can  be  valued  at  less  that  three  dollars  per 
acre. 

3.  The  new  land  becoming  subject  to  taxation 
will  of  itself  raise  the  revenue  $50,000  per  annum 
for  the  next  five  years. 

4.  Another  law  increases  the  interest  one  per 
cent,  upon  all  loans  which  have  been  or  may  he  ne- 
gociated  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois  and  Slate  Bank  of 
Illinois,  in  which  banks  the  state  has  $3,000,000  ol 
stock. 

5.  Another  provision  requires  both  banks  to  pay 
a bonus  of  one-half  per  cent,  on  their  whole  capital 
stock  into  the  state  treasury,  to  be  also  applied  to 
the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

6.  Another  provision  requires  the  S'ate  Bank  of 
Illinois  to  purchase  bonds  at  par  to  tile  amount  of 
$50,000  semi-annually  for  two  years,  to  aid  in  pay- 
ing the  interest  on  the  slate  debt. 

7.  A law  of  last  year  authorises  the  commission- 
ers of  the  1 llinois  and  M ichigan  canal  to  sell  land  to 
pay  interest  on  tile  canal  debt. 

8.  Another  provision  requires,  in  case  the  reve- 
nue from  all  these  sources  is  insufficient  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  whole  public  debt,  that  the  fund 
commissioner  shall  sell  bonds  at  the  market  price 
to  any  amount  sufficient  to  make  up  the  interest. 

Now,  we  ask,  what  more  the  legislature  could 
have  done  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  state?  We 
say  they  have  amply  sustained  it,  and  we  hope  the 


croa kings  in  New  York  against  Illinois  will  cease 
in  future.  [State  Register. 


FUNERAL  HONORS  TO  GEN.  HARRISON, 

LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Monday  the  2Gili  of  April,  1841,  will  be  forever 
memorable  in  the  anrialsof  Baltimore.  On  that  day 
were  celebrated  by  her  inhabitants,  the  funeral  obse- 
uies  of  the  first  president  of  the  United  Slates,  that 
icd  during  his  term  of  service.  General  Harrison 
had  but  just  taken  possession  of  the  chair  of  state  as- 
signed him  by  the  voice  of  a free  and  a powerful  peo- 
ple, when  a voice  more  potent  than  theirs  called  upon 
him  to  abandon  it  forever.  Ere  he  could  unfold  the 
purposes  of  weighty  import,  that  must,  have  occupied 
his  most  anxious  thoughts,  in  view  of  the  arduous  du- 
ties that  devolved  upon  him,  he  was  called  by  the 
irresistable  fiat  of  Orfinipotence,  to  exchange  the  robes 
of  office  for  the  habiliments  of  the  grave.  Of  him  it 
might  be  properly  said,  that  he  was  one  who,  “after  he 
had  served  his  own  generation,  by  the  will  of  God  fell 
asleep,”  for  by  His  will,  his  term  of  service  was  clearly 
at  an  end.  By  such  an  occurrence,  so  sudden,  so  un- 
looked for,  so  novel  in  this  country,  and  without  pre- 
cedent in  the  history  of  our  national  government,  the 
whole  people  were  astounded;  they  stood  aghast  and 
could  scarcely  believe  in  the  reality  of  the  visitation; 
nor  was  it  wonderful  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
and  with  such  feelings  of  astonishment  and  of  grief, 
many  should  he  for  a time  bewildered,  hardly  know- 
ing what  to  do,  or  how  best  to  do  honor  to  the  illus- 
trious dead.  But  the  suspended  faculties  soon  re- 
covered their  wonted  energies,  partisan  feelings  fled 
from  every  bosom,  party  spirit  hid  its  demon  head  as 
if  in  very  shame,  and  all — all , without  distinction  of 
any  kind,  either  private  or  public,  social,  political  or 
professional,  united  as  with  one  heart  and  with  one 
soul,  to  make  public  manifestation  of  their  grief  fora 
national  bereavement.  However  some  might  have 
been  disposed  to  view  general  Harrison  living,  as  the 
chief  of  an  opposing  and  victorious  party,  they  could 
see  nothing  in  general  Harrison  dead,  but  the  chief 
magistrate  of  a free,  powerful  and  happy  nation,  one 
who  as  a private  man  was  known  to  be  of  an  amiable 
and  benevolent  disposition,  who  in  his  public  capacity 
had  served  his  country  well,  as  a patriot,  a soldier  and 
a statesman,  and  whose  unexpected  demise  gave  an 
emphatic  illustration  of  the  truth,  that 

"The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave.” 

The  people  of  Baltimore,  who  are  ever  ready  to  ren- 
der all  due  honor  to  those  who  deserve  it  at  their  coun- 
try’s hands,  had  appointed  Monday  as  a day  on  which 
to  evince  in  a public  manner,  their  sense  of  the  na- 
tional loss,  and  to  honor,  by  funeral  ceremonies,  the 
memory  of  the  distinguished  deceased.  To  convey  by 
the  pen  to  those  who  were  not  spectators  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, a full  and  perfect  idea  of  the  scene  present- 
ed by  the  city  on  that  day,  appears  to  us  impossible. 
To  be  fully  realised,  it  must  have  been  witnessed;  hut 
that  s me  measure  of  justice  may  be  done  to  Balti- 
more, we  shall  attempt  a description  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  country  at  large. 

Day-break  was  announced  bv  several  discharges  of 
artillery;  and  minute  guns  were  fired  during  the  march 
of  the  procession,  by  detachments  from  the  company 
of  Junior  artillerists,  captain  Klunk,  and  the  Eagle 
artillerists,  captain  Branson,  at  Fairmount  and  How- 
ard’s Park. 

The  weather  was  well  suited  to  the  occasion.  Tlio 
morning  sky  was  dark  and  gloomy,  as  if  in  sympathy 
at  once  with  the  feelings  of  the  people  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  city,  which  on  the  line  of  the  proces- 
sion, and  in  most  of  the  principal  streets,  was  literally 
shrouded  in  the  sable  habiliments  of  woe.  Appre- 
hensions of  rain  were  felt  for  a short  time,  but  soon 
ceased,  and  at  two  o’clock  the  sun  came  partially  out 
for  a time,  as  if  to  witness  the  doings  on  earth,  and 
then  shrouded  himself  again  in  his  sombre  cloak. 

At  an  early  hour,  all  the  streets  of  the  city  began  to 
pour  out  their  inhabitants,  of  both  sexes  and  of  all 
ages.  From  the  hoary  grandsire  and  grandmother, 
down  to  the  child  just  able  to  walk,  nay,  to  “the  in- 
fant in  rrnis” — all  were  to  he  seen  moving  towards  the 
line  of  the  procession;  and  at  about  nine  o’clock,  not 
less  than  sixty  thousand  persons  were  abroad,  partici- 
pators in  the  ceremonies  and  spectators  included. 
Along  the  whole  line  of  the  procession,  the  sidewalks 
were  completely  jammed  with  persons  anxious  to  wit- 
ness the  solemn  arid  imposing  ceremony  of  the  pro 
cession.  The  windows  were  all  filled  with  human 
heads,  and  even  the  tops  of  liie  houses,  wherever  it 
was  possible  to  retain  a position  on  them,  were  occu- 
pied. The  beauty  of  the  city  was  there  in  the  full 
force  of  numbers;  but  the  fair  hands  that  a brief  space 
since  waved  white  handkerchiefs  in  honor  of  tire 
living  chieftain,  now  either  supported  (he  blanched 
cheek,  or  hung  listlessly  down  among  the  sable  folds 
that  draped  the  windows  whence  they  viewed  the  sad 
scene  passing  before  them,  in  all  the  solemn  pageantry 
of  woe.  The  note  of  rejoicing  that,  a lew  month  since, 
rent  the  startled  air  and  "made  the  welkin  ring.’’  was 
hushed,  and  silence  presided  over  the  scene,  disturbed 
only  by  the  measured  tread  of  fifteen  thousand  men, 
the  tap  of  the  muffled  drum,  or  the  solemn  music  of 
the  funeral  march.  All  seemed  to  feel  the  influence  of 
the  hour, 

“And  woman’s  eye  was  wet,  man’s  cheek  was  pale.” 
To  convey  a right  conception  of  the  appearance  of 
the  city,  by  a detaii  of  the  mourning  decorations,  if 


the  expression  be  admissible,  would  seem  to  be  impos- 
sible, even  if  space  and  time  gave  opportunity.  All 
we  can  say  then  is,  that  all  the  "flags  in  the  city  and  in 
port  were  at  half-mast  through  the  day,  and  dressed  in 
crape,  die  Washington  and  Battle  monuments  were 
in  mourning,  as  were  the  various  public  buildings,  the 
principal  hotels,  die  shot  towers,  the  engine  houses  of 
die  fire  companies,  the  places  of  meetingof  the  va- 
rious societies,  associations,  &c.;  and  the  houses  of 
thousands  of  our  citizens  were  almost  hid  from  view 
nrnid  festoons  of  crape  and  black  tnuslin.  Weeping 
willows  hung  on  many  a front;  portraits  of  the  lamented 
deceased  were  in  numerous  instances  suspended  in 
front  of  the  houses,  covered  with  crape  and  surround- 
ed with  wreaths  of  honorable  and  affectionate  import; 
and  various  devices  and  mottoes  appeared,  expressive 
of  the  general  feeling,  among  which  were  conspicuous 
the.ast  words  of  the  deceased  patriot — “I  wish  you  to 
understand  the  principles  of  the  government — I wish 
them  carried  out — I ask  nothing  more” — “a  nation 
mourns  her  chief,’’  &c.  &c.  but  a detailed  account  of 
them  all  cannot  be  given;  it  must  suffice  to  say,  that 
gnet  never  before  clothed  itself  with  more  of  taste,  sig- 
niticancy  and  solemnity.  The  bells  of  the  churches 
and  engine  houses  were  tolled  during  the  progress  of 
the  ceremonies;  all  business  was  suspended  from  and 
after  nine  o’clock,  and  all  places  of  public  amusement 
were  closed  throughout  the  day  and  evening.  We 
cannot  now  stop  to  dilate  upon  the  lesson  taught  by 
the  day’s  proceedings,  to  the  enemies  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  to  those  who  base  calculations  on  a "disrup- 
tion oi  the  bonds  of  our  union,  on  the  existence  of 
what  they  suppose  fatal  divisions  among  us;  neither 
can  we  spare  space  to  speak  in  fitting  Terms  and  at 
Jen^ih,  of  the  gratifying  revival  of  the  ancient  military 
spirit  among  our  domestic  troops,  as  evinced  by  the 
‘‘turn  out”  on  this  occasion.  Of  these  things  we  may 
speak  hereafter;  at  present  we  must  attend  to 

The  procession.  This  moved  from  Charlesf  street 
about  half  past  ten  o’clock,  down  Baltimore  street  eas- 
terly, the  various  military  companies,  societies  and  as- 
sociations falling  into  the  line,  as  it  moved,  the  last  con- 
necting with  it  in  Bond  street,  and  the  whole  line  being 
not  less  than  three  miles  in  length,  marching  eight 
abreast,  in  the  following  order: 

First  division— Charles  M.  Kcyser,  esq.  chief  mar- 
shal, with  his  aids,  colonel  Solomon  Ilillen,  jr.  lieut.  S. 
K.  George,  captain  William  H.  Watson,  S.  T.  Thomp- 
son, esq.  captain  J.  Willey,  captain  J.  H.  Milliken. 
These  were  followed  by  the  military  escort,  under  com- 
mand of  major  general  George  H.  Steuart,  and  com- 
posed of  troops  of  the  5th  regiment,  being  commanded 
by  colonel  Hickman,  and  of  the  53d,  by  lieut.  colonel 
Huffman,  and  troops  from  other  places  as  follows:  The 
Maryland  Cadets,  captain  Newman;  the  First  Balti- 
more lnvincibles,  captain  Watson;  the  German  Yea- 
gers, captain  Frederick:  the  Patapsco  Patriots,  captain 
Swain,  from  Ellicott’s  Mills;  the  National  Guards,  cap- 
lain  Presstman,  preceded  by  a band  of  music;  the  In- 
dependent Greys,  captain  Law;  the  National  Blues, 
from  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  commanded 
by  lieutenant  Tucker;  the  Columbian  Artillery,  of 
Washington.  D.  C-  represented  by  lieutenant  Queen, 
(this  company  has  revived  the  old  revolutionary  uni- 
form) tlie  Eagle  Artillerists,  captain  Branson;  the  How- 
ard Volunteers,  from  Ellicoti’s  Mills,  commanded  by 
colonel  Carroll,  of  the  3‘2d  regiment;  the  First  Ward 
City  Guards,  captain  J.  A.  Robb;  the  Independent 
Blues,  captain  Lilly,  preceded  by  their  band;  the  Ma- 
rion Guards,  captain  Hewitt;  the  Eutaw  Infantry,  cap- 
tain Keyset",  commanded  by  lieutenant ; the 

German  Guards,  captain  B.  Brandt,  preceded  bv  pio- 
neers with  axes,  &c.;  the.  Junior  Guards,  captain  Ro- 
ney; the  Junior  A rtilloi ists,  captain  Klunk;  “the  old 
First  Baltimore  Light  Infantry,  captain  Danaket;  this 
company  was  the  life  guards  of  general  Washington 
on  the  western  expedition;”  the  city  Horse  Guards, 
captain  Davies;  and  captain  Ringold’s  company  of 
United  States  Flying  Artillery,  from  fort  McHenry, 
with  music. 

Second  division— Assistant  marshals,  colonel  H- 
McKmnell,  David  Cushing  and  John  II.  O’Donnell; 
major  general  John  S.  Smith  and  aids;  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy  cf  the  United  States;  officers  of  the 
militia  of  Maryland;  brigade  general  C.  O’Donnell  and 
aids;  officers  ot  the  City  Guards  of  Baltimore;  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  late  war;  defouders  of  Fort  Mc- 
Henry, and  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  battle  of  North 
Point;  detachment  of  the  United  States  seamen,  un- 
der command  of  lieutenant  commanding  G.  N.  Hol- 
lins, United  States  navy.  The  defenders  of  Fort  Mc- 
Henry, and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  battle  of 
North  Point,  had  a banner  of  white  satin,  on  which  was 
inscribed  the  words— “the  surviving  defenders  of  Bal- 
timore in  the  last  war;*  and  their  old  colors  were  furl- 
ed and  shrouded  in  crape,  and  borne  by  Mr.  John 
Lester,  the  same  who  bore  them  on  the  day  of  battle, 
and  who  received  several  wounds  in  their  defence.— 
J hey  numbered  nearly  four  hundred,  and  attracted 
very  especial  interest,  both  along  the  line  of  march,  and 
at  Mount  Vernon,  where  they  formed  the  inner  line  in 
the  shape  of  a crescent,  next  to  the  funeral  cat— an 
honorable  position,  and  a just  tribute  of  respect  to  those 
who  “in  the  day  and  hour  ofdanger,”  had  placed  them- 
selves as  a barrier  between  their  city  and  a powerful  in- 
vading- host,  and  stood 

“Between  their  lov’d  homes  and  the  war’s  desolation.’’ 

Third  division — Assistant  marshals,  captain  Charles 
Howard,  Lot  Ensey  and  William  S.  Browning;  orator 
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of  the  day;  officiating  clergymen,  and  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  arrangements,  in  an  open  barouche,  with 
the  reverned  clergy  in  several  carriages.  These  were 
very  numerous,  and  it  was  highly  gratifying  to  see 
them  meet  together  on  the  common  ground  of  death’s 
territory,  without  respect  to  creed  or  party,  to  do 
honor  to  a deceased  fellow  being,  and  a distinguished 
patriot. 

Fourth  division— Assistant  marshals,  colonel  Owen 
Bouldin  and  C.  Hughes  Armistead,  led  this  division,  in 
which  was  the 

FUNERAL  CAR. 

This  was  drawn  by  six  white  horses  led  by  six 
grooms,  white  men,  dressed  after  the  Turkish  fashion 
with  white  jackets  and  long  loose  trowsers  of  the  same 
color,  gathered  by  a running  cord  at  the  ankle;  white 
turbans  with  black  intertwined,  and  black  sashes  with 
white  rosettes.  The  car — the  same  that  bore  the  body 
of  the  deceased  president  to  the  tomb  in  which  it  was 
then  reposing — was  an  object  of  especial  interest.  Its 
form  was  an  oblong  square,  the  top  about  four  feet 
from  the  ground.  It  was  placed  on  four  wheels,  and 
was  covered  with  black  silk  velvet,  which  fell  in  thick 
folds  around  its  sides,  bordered  and  festooned  with 
black  crape,  fastened  with  rosettes  of  the  same  mate- 
rial, and  the  top  bestrewn  with  flowers.  On  the  car 
lay  a coffin,  made  to  resemble  that  which  held  the  re- 
mains of  the  deceased,  covered  with  a black  silk  velvet 
pall,  with  gold  binding,  fringesand  tassels.  On  the  coffin 
Jay  a small  silken  flag  of  the  U.  States,  with  the  national 
constitution  and  a sword,  as  if  to  indicate  the  civil 
and  military  character  of  the  deceased,  and  a wreath 
emblematical  of  the  honors  he  had  won,  and  that  had 
been  accorded  to  him  by  his  country.  Immediately  in 
the  rear  of  the  car,  followed  the  horse  on  which  the 
deceased  rode,  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration  as  pre- 
sident. He  was  comparisoned  as  a war  horse,  with 
pistols  in  holsters,  and  a pair  of  military  boots  and 
spurs  reversed  in  the  stirrups;  he  was  also  covered  with 
black  housings,  and  led  by  a groom,  dressed  in  Turk- 
ish costume,  with  white  turban,  black  scarf  and  white 
rosettes. 

The  car  was  accompanied  on  either  side,  and  follow- 
ed by  captain  Samuel  C.  Owings’  company  of  Inde- 
pendent Light  Dragoons,  as  a guard  of  honor;  to 
which  succeeded  several  carriages  containing  the  pall 
bearers. 

The  fifth  division — Under  the  direction  of  marshals 
colonel  William  F.  Giles  and  Charles  H.  Pitts,  esq. 
was  composed  exclusively  of  carriages,  of  which  there 
were  nearly  one  hundred,  making  of  course  an  im- 
portant addition  to  the  length  of  the  line,  though 
the  occasion  permitted  little  display  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

In  the  open  barouches  at  the  head  of  the  line  rode 
the  honorable  Mr.  Ewing,  secretary  of  the  treasury; 
the  honorable  Mr.  Granger,  postmaster  general;  the 
honorable  Roger  B.  Taney,  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States;  honorable  LT.  S Heath,  United  States  judge  of 
the  district  of  Maryland;  major  general  Scott,  brigadier 
general  Towson,  adjutantgeneral  Jones,  of  the  army; 
commodore  Ballard;  captains  Mayo  and  Geisinger  and 
lieutenant  Davis,  of  the  navy,  and  other  distinguish- 
ed citizens,  accompanied  by  the  committee  of  recep- 
tion. 

In  one  of  the  private  close  carriages,  of  which  we 
were  pleased  to  see  a goodly  number,  we  observed  a 
lady  the  one  “solitary  and  alone”  in  the  whole  line  of 
the  procession. 

Letters  were  received  by  Z.  Collins  ]fee,  esq.  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  invitation,  from  president 
Tyler,  governor  Grason,  honorable  Daniel  Webster, 
secretary  of  state  of  thp  United  States,  honorable  John 
Bell,  secretary  of  war;  honorable  G.  E.  Badger,  secre- 
tary of  the  navy;  and  major  general  Alexander  Ma- 
comb, commander-in-chief,  accounting  for  their  ina- 
bility to  attend,  and  expressive  of  regret  at  their  una- 
voidable absence.  The  pressure  of  public  business 
was  the  cause  of  absence  in  the  case  of  all,  except  go- 
vernor Grason;  who  had  not  then  sufficiently  recover- 
ed from  his  illness,  to  be  able  to  take  a part  in  the  pro- 
cession, or  to  witness  the  ceremonies. 

The  sixth  division,  conducted  by  marshals  colonel 
Alexander  Smith  and  Wrn.  H.  Norris,  esq.  was  led  by 
U.  S.  senators  and  members  of  congress.  Senators  and 
members  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  a small  party 
in  deep  mourning. 

The  society  of  Cincinnati,  also  limited  in  numbers, 
without  any  characteristic  emblems  of  the  association 
succeeded,  and  were  followed  by  an  equally  small  and 
venerable  few  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  order  of  proces- 
sion whom  we  did  not  fail  to  recognize  as  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

After  this  honorable  but  dwindled  remnant  of  the 
iron  days  of  our  nation’s  history,  followed  a highly  re- 
spectable, though  small  party,  comprised  of  the  consu- 
lar representation  of  foreign  nations.  They  had  no  par- 
ticular badge  of  designation,  but  wore  the  customary 
emblem  of  the  national  calamity — crape  around  the  left 
arm. 

Next  in  order  came  his  honor  Samuel  Brady,  esq. 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  accompanied  by  twelve 
members  of  the  city  council,  and  immediately  after 
them,  about  forty  of  the  various  officers  of  the  corpora- 
tion, wearing  the  universal  token  of  mourning.  Several 
members  of  the  council  were  in  other  parts  of  the  pro- 
cession in  different  capacities,  and  we  believe  nearly, 
if  not  all  the  municipal  body  was  in  the  line. 

A very  imposing  section  succeeded  the  city  officers, 
composed  of  judges  of  the  courts  in  the  city,  county 


and  state  in  general,  a number  of  gentlemen  of  the 
bar  and  students  at  law,  all  arrayed  in  deep  mourning. 
They  were  followed  by  the  regents  of  the  Maryland 
university,  and  the  trustees  and  regents  of  the  Wash- 
ington university, also  dressed  exclusively  in  black,  and 
wearing  crape  on  the  hat  and  arm.  Next  came  the 
gentlemen  of  the  medical  faculty,  accompanied  by  the 
students  of  medicine  in  the  various  public  and  private 
institutions  of  the  city,  all  in  deep  mourning.  The  of- 
ficers and  students  of  the  Maryland  institute  of  educa- 
tion, came  next,  followed  by  the  collector  and  the  of- 
ficers of  customs,  also  habited  in  the  same  sable  uni- 
form of  woe;  the  division  was  closed  by  a considerable 
body  of  the  sons  of  the  ocean,  comprising  a highly  re- 
spectable party  of  captains  and  officers  of  vessels,  a 
goodly  number  of  that  hardy,  daring  and  invaluable 
class,  who  may  be  denominated  amphibious  citizens — 
the  pilots  of  Baltimore,  and  a Iqrge  detachment  of  ma- 
riners from  the  craft  in  port.  There  was  nothing  to 
diversify  this  division  but  a band  of  music  and  a large 
national  flag;  the  general  appearance  of  the  whole  was 
remarkably  impressive  from  the  almost  unbroken  shade 
of  black  which  prevailed. 

The  seventh  division,  under  the  direction  of  marshals 
Messrs.  Robert  A.  Dobbin  and  C.  D.  Slingluff,  con- 
sisted of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  whose 
number  and  characteristic  display  constituted  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  feature  of  the  procession.  First  in 
the  line  was  the  Union  lodge,  preceded  by  a banner 
borne  by  Mr.  James  Pascall.  inscription,  on  one  side 
“Union  lodge  No.  16,  F.  P.  Baltimore,’’  and  on  the  re- 
verse, the  device  “Hand  in  Hand,’’  with  the  motto  “In 
Union  is  Strength.”  One  hunderd  members  were  in 
the  line. 

After  them  came  captain  Roundtree’s  excllent  band, 
in  uniform,  playing  the  admirable  dirge  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  gen.  Harrison,  and  composed  for  the  occa- 
sion by  Dielman.  The  band  mustered  its  full  strength, 
consisting  of  eighteen  instruments. 

Jefferson  lodge  No.  9,  under  the  marshalship  of  Mr. 
John  S.  Brashears,  followed,  with  fifty  members.  A 
banner  having  on  one  side  a portrait  of  Jefferson,  and 
on  the  other  a figure  of  Hope,  was  borne  by  Mr.  S. 
Conoway. 

The  Marion  lodge  No.  8,  came  next,  under  Mr.  II. 
W.  Hook,  as  marshal.  The  banner  having  on  one 
side  the  name  of  the  lodge,  and  on  the  other  an  elegant 
device,  with  the  motto  “Friendship,  Love  and  Truth,” 
was  borne  by  Mr.  Alexander  Owen.  Thirty  members 
were  in  attendence. 

Harmony  lodge  No.  6 followed,  Mr.  John  E.  Stewart, 
marshal.  A banner  bearing  on  one  side  the  name  of 
the  lodge,  and  on  the  other  an  appropriate  device,  with 
the  motto  “Friendship,  Benevolence  and  Brotherly 
Love,”  was  borne  by  Mr.  Elijah  Jarvis,  and  followed 
by  fifty  members. 

Gratitude  lodge  No.  5,  was  next  in  succession,  with 
seventy  members,  under  the  marshalship  ofMr.  Elisha 
Jean.  Mr.  Henry  Kone  bore  the  banner,  which  had 
on  one  side  the  name  of  the  lodge,  and  on  the  other  an 
altar,  surmounted  by  a flaming  heart,  and  encircled  by 
a cornucopiee. 

The  line  was  here  diversified  by  the  introduction  of 
of  Metz’s  band,  playing  Dielman’s  admirable  dirge. 

The  William  Tell  lodge,  No.  4,  followed.  This 
lodge  is  composed  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  of  Ger- 
mans, and  turned  out  with  seventy  members,  marshal- 
ed by  Mr.  D.  Pralle.  The  banner,  expressing  the  name 
of  the  lodge  and  a well  executed  figure  of  Tell  in  the 
act  of  shooting  at  the  apple  on  his  son’s  head,  was 
borne  by  Mr.  Bourke. 

The  Columbia  lodge  No.  3,  headed  by  a beatiful 
banner,  on  one  side  having  a figure  of  Moses  descend- 
ing from  Mount  Sinai  with  the  tablets  of  stone;  and  on 
the  other  of  Mount  Horeb,  with  a representation  of 

having  put  the  sandals  from  his  feet,  encircled 

by  the  spiritual  sentence,  “The  spot  whereon  thou 
standeth  is  holy  ground.”  It  was  borne  by  Mr.  Peter 
Galloway.  There  were  sixty  members  in  the  line, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  John  L.  Thompson,  as  mar- 
shal. 

Franklin  lodge  No.  2,  followed,  with  a banner  borne 
by  Mr.  Edward  Grimes,  having  a bust  of  Franklin 
painted  thereon,  with  the  name  of  the  lodge  and  the 
date  of  its  formation.  Marshal,  Mr.  John  C.  Bokee, 
with  sixty-nine  members. 

Washington  lodge,  No.  1,  was  next,  with  a similar 
banner  to  the  preceding,  except  the  likeness,  which  was 
of  the  “Father  of  his  country,”  borne  by  Mr.  James 
Seargeant.  There  were  fifty-six  members  in  attend- 
ance, under  Mr.  Seth  Pollard,  as  marshal. 

The  excellent  marine  band,  from  the  marine  corps, 
Washington,  under  the  command  of  col.  Henderson, 
who  despatched  them  for  the  occasion,  were  here  in- 
trodued  into  the  line.  They  wore  a red  uniform,  and 
crape  upon  the  arm  and  on  the  instruments;  the  band 
numbered  eighteen  men,  and  performed  a funeral 
inarch  composed  for  the  day,  by  their  leader,  Mr.  Rap- 
hal  Triay.  A good  thing,  and  well  played. 

The  Encampment  of  Patriarchs  followed  with  a 
velvet  banner,  bearing  their  title  inscribed  in  letters  of 
gold— borne  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Stewart.  There  were  fifty 
members,  marshaled  by  Mr.  Loami  Burgess. 

7 he  grand  lodge  of  Maryland  walked  next  in  order, 
with  their  banner  indicating  their  station,  borne  by  Mr. 
George  Waterton;  there  were  one  hundred  members  in 
the  line,  with  their  marshal,  Mr.  J.  B.  Emory. 

Here  followed  the  insignia  borne  by  members,  con- 
sisting of  the  globes,  hour  glass,  fasces,  cornucopiae, 
brazen  serpent,  olive  branch  and  the  ark,  supported  by 
twenty-four  members  of  the  grand  lodge;  on  one  side 


were  carried  four  ram’s  horns,  and  on  the  ether  three. 
The  Bible  upon  a triangular  velvet  cushion  shrouded  in 
crape,  and  open  at  the  ninetieth  psalm,  was  borne  by 
three  members. 

The  order  was  closed  by  the  grand  lodge  of  the 
United  States,  comprising  twelve  members,  having  at 
their  head  P.  G.  S.  Thomas  W’ildey,  the  father  of  the 
institution  in  this  country,  attended  by  D.  G.  S.  Robert 
Nelson. 

The  whole  line  of  the  Odd  Fellows  was  of  course  in 
the  full  dress  of  the  order,  and  every  lodge  carried  its 
complete  insignia,  but  all  shrouded  in  crape.  They 
were,  as  a body,  under  the  direction  of  capt.  Samuel 
Lucas,  whom  they  appointed  to  act  as  their  chief  mar- 
shal. 

The  I.  O.  O.  F.  were  succeeded  by  a highly  respec- 
table section,  and  one  which  possessed  particular  at- 
traction for  us.  It  was  the  Baltimore  Typographical 
association,  and  consisted  ofabuut  seventy-three  mem- 
bers, all  dressed  in  black,  and  wearing  crape  upon  the 
hat  and  arm.  Upon  the  left  breast  each  wore  a crape 
rosette,  the  centre  of  which  was  occupied  by  a minia- 
ture of  the  lamented  Harrison,  and  from  which  was 
suspended  with  a black  ribbon,  a polished  “rule,”  ge- 
nerally of  steel,  though  sometimes  of  silver.  They 
were  distinguished  by  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ban- 
ners in  the  Tine,  painted  by  T.  Ruckle,  esq.  Upon  one 
side,  painted  on  a white  satin  ground,  is  a pedestal 
supporting  the  bust  of  Franklin,  surmounted  by  a 
scroll  inscribed  with  the  words  “Franklin  our  guide.” 
On  the  base  of  the  pedestal,  “Benjamin  Franklin,  born 
1706,  died  1790.”  Upon  the  dexter  side  of  the  figure, 
Fame,  with  trumpet  lifted  to  the  lip.  appears,  and  on 
the  sinister,  Minerva  stands,  and  points  towards  her 
favored  son.  At  the  foot  of  the  pedestal  the  national 
eagle  is  seen,  with  pinions  half  upraised  and  the  eye 
inclined  upward.  Beneath,  upon  a scroll,  are  the 
words,  “Baltimore  Typographical  society,  instituted 
A.  D.  1831.”  The  reverse  of  the  banner  is  of  a leaf 
green,  and  presents  the  press,  surmounted  by  an  eagle, 
holding  in  its  beak  a scroll  bearing  the  apt  quotation, 
“the  tyrant’s  foe,  the  people’s  friend.”  Below,  also 
upon  a scroll,  is  inscribed  the  motto,  “printing,  tire  art 
preservative  of  all  arts.” 

Next  to  them  came  another  section,  whose  appear- 
ance was  in  the  highest  degree  respectable  and  appro- 
priate. and  commanded  the  silent  approval  of  every 
eye.  It  w'as  the  Mercantile  Library  association,  num- 
bering one  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  in  the 
line,  all  arrayed  in  full  suits  of  mourning,  wearing 
badges  and  the  usual  crape.  They  w'ere  headed  by 
the  president,.!.  Morrison  Harris,  esq.  preceded  by  a 
banner,  inscribed  with  their  title,  and  the  period  of 
their  institution,  Nov.  1839,  borne  by  Mr.  James  How- 
ard. 

The  officers  and  students  of  Saint  Mary’s  college, 
commonly  known  as  the  seminary  in  the  western  part 
of  the  city,  were  here  designated  by  a rich  banner 
bearing  on  one  side  their  name,  and  on  the  reverse  the 
words  “formed  1799;  raised  to  the  rank  of  university 
1805.”  They  were  all  dressed  in  black,  and  wore  the 
solemn  crape  emblems  of  the  day. 

They  were  followed  by  the  German  society  of  Ma- 
ryland, numbering  about  eighty,  distinguished  by  a 
banner,  indicating  their  title,  &c.  In  their  midst  was 
borne  upon  a bier  a large  urn,  being  an  excellent  imi- 
tation of  marble.  Upon  the  square  base  in  letters  of 
gold,  were  the  words  “the  German  society  of  Mary- 
land,” and  the  body  of  the  urn,  in  the  same  style  of 
lettering,  “in  memory  of  the  good  president.”  It  was 
shrouded  with  a veil  of  black  gauze. 

The  St.  Andrews  society  came  next,  designated  by 
a handsome  banner,  exhibiting  their  tutelar  saint  bear- 
ing a cross.  The  members  of  whom  there  were  se- 
venty-four in  line,  wore  plaid  scarfs,  and  in  the  shoul- 
der knot  of  each  a sprig  of  broom,  the  symbol  of  death. 
“Auld  Scotia”  has  some  honorable  representatives 
amongst  us,  and  we  did  not  fail  to  observe  that  the 
plaid  in  one  instance,  and  for  one  day,  took  precedence 
of  the  ermine,  a worthy  judge  of  our  city  court,  having 
upon  the  occasion  donned  the  emblem  of  that  roman- 
tic land. 

Next  to  them  came  the  Hibernian  society  of  Mary- 
land, with  a plain  green  banner  without  device  or 
word.  It  seemed  to  be  a fair  field  upon  which  the  his- 
tory of  the  Emerald  Isle  was  yet  to  be  written  by  her 
sons.  The  members  were  in  number  thirty-nine,  a 
great  many  of  them  being  engaged  in  other  parts  of  the 
procession,  as  indeed,  was  the  case  with  every  society. 
They  wore  scarfs  of green  silk,  arranged  with  crape. 

After  them  followed  the  Oliver  Hibernian  Free 
school,  with  a small  banner  indicating  the  date  of  its 
foundation,  &.c.  with  one  hundred  and  twelve  youths 
in  line. 

Then  the  bright  tri-color  of  “la  belle  France,”  cap- 
tivated the  eye,  a broad  sheet  of  which,  surmounted  by 
a cock,  shrouded  in  crape,  was  borne  by  Mr.  Louis 
Milhau,  in  advance  of  the  French  Citizens’  associa- 
tion, of  which  there  were  fifty-two  members.  They 
wore  a crape  rosette  upon  the  left  breast,  in  the  centre 
of  which  was  observed  the  beloved  tri-color,  the  em- 
blem of  that  freedom  so  dear  to  the  Frenchman’s 
heart  This  association  was  preceded  by  an  excellent 
band  of  music,  and  closed  the  division. 

The  eighth  division,  directed  by  marshals  Messrs. 
Wesley  Cowles  and  O.  C.  Tiffany,  was  almost  exclu- 
sively composed  of  literary  societies,  first  of  which  came 

The  Monumental  Lyceum,  an  association  of  young 
men  who  assemble  for  the  objects  proposed,  in  Exeter 
street.  They  numbered  eighty-five  members,  under 
their  president,  Mr.  Jos.  C.  Nimnio.  A beautiful  ban* 
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ner,  pointed  by  Mr.  L.  T.  Voigt,  was  borne  by  Messrs. 
C.  H.  Lutz  and  W.  T.  Ligluner.  On  one  side  was  the 
name  and  period  of  their  institution,  August  ‘23th, 
1338.  On  the  reverse  is  to  be  seen  the  Battle  monument, 
in  front  of  which  is  a female  figure,  surrounded  by  vari- 
ous emblems  of  literature,  science  and  art,  pointing  to 
a constellation  in  the  heavens  representing  a pen.  A 
very  appropriate  device. 

They  were  followed  by  the  Patrick  Henry  lyceum, 
with  a banner  bearing  its  name  and  date  of  institution, 
“A.  D.  1837,”  and  about  forty  members. 

Next  to  them  came  the  Elk  Ridge  Landing  lyceum, 
with  a rich  blue  silk  banner,  having  inscribed  thereon 
the  name  of  the  association,  with  the  period  of  its  in- 
stitution, A.  D.  1834,  and  of  its  incorporation,  1S36. — 
There  were  about  fifty  members  in  the  line. 

The  Madison  lyceum.  composed  of  youths,  number- 
ing about  sixty,  were  next  in  order,  and  bore  a small 
national  banner. 

The  Western  lyceum  succeeded  them,  and  the  divi- 
sion was  closed  with  the  Young  Men’s  Central  society 
with  banner. 

The  ninth  division,  under  the  direction  of  marshals 
Messrs.  H.  R.  Lauderman  and  R.  M.  Welch,  was  in- 
troduced by  a body  of  men  of  no  little  importance  at 
the  present  day,  although  their  banner  impressed  us 
with  the  notion  that  there  was  a time  when  their  art 
was  in  too  little  demand;  we  allude  to 

The  Baltimore  Tailors  itssocialion,  which,  preceded 
by  a band  of  music,  was  distinguished  by  a banner 
having  on  one  side  a representation  of  Adam  and  Eve 
in  their  first  suit  of  clothes,  and  on  the  other  the  arms 
of  the  association,  with  the  suitable  inscription,  *'I  was 
naked  and  ye  clothed  me.’’  The  society  presented  in 
numbers  and  appearance,  no  inconsiderable  item  in 
the  procession. 

They  were  followed  by  the  Chair  Makers’ society, 
numerously  attended,  anu  designated  by  a banner 
bearing  the  arms  of  the  craft,  the  centre  of  which  was 
occupied  by  a chair,  with  the  inscription  beneath,  “an 
emblem  we  display.”  A band  of  music  succeeded 
them,  and  preceded  the  long  line  of  the 

Washington  Beneficial  society,  which  was  distin- 
guished by  a banner  bearing  a bustof  Washington;  the 
members  wore  a badge  indicating  their  membership, 
and  imprinted  bke  their  flag  with  a bust  of  the  great 
and  good  man  whose  name  they  have  assumed.  The 
usual  emblems  of  mourning  were  invariably  worn. 

The  Calvert  Beneficial  society  closed  the  division 
with  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  members  in  the  line, 
headed  by  a banner  exhibiting  their  title  and  the  date 
of  their  origin. 

The  tenth  division,  conducted  by  marshals  Messrs. 
J.  J.  Turner  and  Levi  Fahnestock,  was  introduced, 
and  composed  almost  entirely  of 

The  fire  department  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  under 
the  direction  of  general  Anthony  Miltenberger,  as 
chief  marshal,  assisted  by  the  president  of  the  depart- 
ment, Mr.  Jesse  Hunt,  and  a more  gratifying  spectacle 
throughout  the  line,  did  not  present  itself  to  the  spectator. 
As  phalanx  after  phalanx  of  these  soldiers  of  peace — 
these  conservators  of  life  and  property  against  the  ra- 
vages of  a common  enemy — passed  under  our  gaze, 
we  could  but  credit  them  with  a general  feeling  of  gra- 
titude, which  we  were  assured  their  appearance  would 
kindle  in  the  minds  of  every  beholder.  How  readily 
did  we  forgive  them  all  their  foibles  and  all  their  faults, 
and  silently  acknowledge  how  little  we  had  to  complain 
of,  when  weighed  against  the  incalculable  evils  from 
which  this  volunteer  host  was  manifestly  able,  and  al- 
ways willing  to  shield  us.  The  firemen  of  Baltimore 
can  never  fail  to  elicit  the  esteem  of  the  men,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  gentler  sex,  so  long  as  they  are  true 
to  themselves  and  to  their  own  dignity. 

The  Mechanical  led  the  van,_  with  a banner  indica- 
ting that  it  was  JNo.  1.  with  a figure  of  Patrick  Lyon 
on  the  reverse.  The  members  of  the  respective  de- 
partments of  duty,  were  all  correspondingly  and  fully 
equipped;  and  as  the  uniform  of  each  company  is  so 
well  known  to  all  our  citizens,  it  would  be  needless  and 
tedious  to  the  reader  to  pursue  the  description  in  this  par- 
ticular. The  “silver  and  blue”  presented  in  the  line 
110  members.  There  was  a second  banner,  dis- 
tinguishing the  Mechanical  Library  association  con- 
nected wall  the  company,  a union  we  hope  soon  to  re- 
cord of  every  company  in  the  city. 

The  next  company  was  the  Union,  with  a banner, 
having  the  words  “Union  Fire  company,  instituted 
1782— In  union  there  is  strength, ’’  inscribed  thereon; 
the  reverse  displayed  the  arms  of  the  United  States. — 
Sixty  members  were  in  attendance,  fully  equipped. 

They  were  succeeded  by  the  Frienslup,  who  muster- 
ed sevenly-five  members,  under  an  elegant  banner, 
with  an  appropriate  device.  'J’lie  motto,  however,  was 
in  a foreign  tongue,  and  though  familiar  with  almost  all 
living  and  dead  languages,  we  never  translated  any 
thing  German  bur.  a glass  of  kirsschenwasser,  nor  any 
thing  Welsh  but  a rabbit,  so  that  it  was  either  German 
or  Welsh;  and  finding  our  friend  who  bore  the  stand- 
ard no  more  an  fait  than  ourselves,  we  mourn  to  con- 
fess inability  to  satisfy  the  cuiiosiiy  of  the  reader  in 
this  one  particular.  A United  States  flag  was  in  the 
line. 

The  Deptford,  numbering  fifiy-four  of  our  good  citi- 
zens of  the  Point,  came  next,  with  a beautiful  banner, 
inscribed,  “where  liberiy  dwells,  there  is  my  home.” 

Liberty  dwelt  immediately  in  the  rear,  so  that  our 
Deptford  friends  were  just  "at  home.”  Tiie  Liberty 
turned  out  a neat  party  of  seventy-six  good  men  and 
true,  under  a l icit  banner,  a description  of  which  we 
accidentally  lost. 


| A band  of  music  divided  the  Liberty  from  the  Inde- 
pendent, at  the  head  of  which  were  four  stalwart  men 
in  flesh  colored  shirts,  fitting  tight  to  the  person  and 
displaying  the  full  chest  and  arm,  and  (he  rounded 
shoulder;  each  of  these  men  bore  a polished  axe.  An 
elegant  banner  waved  over  them,  representing  a figure 
of  Independence  trampling  upon  tiie  emblems  of  ty- 
ranny. One  hundred  ancf  twelve  members  were  out. 

The  Vigilant  followed  with  ninety-eight  members 
and  a banner,  with  a device  which  escaped  our  “vigi- 
lance,’’ though  we  remember  that  it  was  surmounted 
by  ail  eye.  That  eye  would  have  aided  us,  for  with 
the  two  which  have  been  allotted  to  our  share,  we  could 
only  survey  about  two-thirds  of  what  we  were  desirous 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  our  readers. 

A band  was  again  introduced,  whose  solemn  strains 
brought  up  the  formidable  pioneers  of  ihe  redoubtable 
New  Marker, with  their  axes  polished  and  reclining  upon 
their  shoulders;  under  a banner  representing  an  Indian 
standing  upon  a rock,  with  a bow  in  his  hand  and  an 
arrow  drawn  to  the  head,  remarkably  well  executed, 
and  designed  probably  for  Metainora,  or  some  equally 
renowned  hero  of  the  scalping  knife.  The  members 
numbered  ninety-two,  and  notwithstanding  the  terror 
of  their  name,  we  could  see  nothing  in  their  appear- 
ance beyond  a set  of  stout,  hearty,  good  natured  citi- 
zens. 

The  Columbian,  a Fell’s  Point  company,  followed 
with  a banner  inscribed  with  the  date  of  their  institu- 
tion. They  mustered  fifty-seven  members,  and  made  a 
display  of  effective  men. 

The  First  Baltimore  Hose  made  an  elegant  and  com- 
fortable appearance,  numbering  sixty  men,  under  a 
rich  banner,  inscribed  with  their  name  and  the  period 
of  their  institution. 

The  United  Fire  company,  represented  by  sixty-five 
substantial  young  men,  under  their  banner  of  unity, 
followed,  and  were  greeted  with  the  same  silent  appro- 
bation or  subdued  remark  which  their  predecessors 
had  elicited. 

The  Washington  Hose  company  presented  the 
strength  of  ninety-six  active  men,  in  their  neat,  dark 
uniform,  following  a banner  indicating  the  time  of  their 
association. 

Next  to  them  came  the  Patapsco,  with  the  banner 
of  the  company,  numbering  fifty-eight  men,  active, 
good  and  true,  as  we  have  seen  upon  many  a busy 
time. 

The  revived  Howard  have  struggled  through  their 
difficulties,  and  displayed  under  their  banner,  exhibit- 
ing the  period  of  their  incorporaiion,  thirty  men. 

A new  company  called  the  Watchman,  who  have 
been  out  yet  but  upon  few  occasions,  made  their  first 
appearance  in  procession  on  Monday,  and  presented 
ninety-five  men  for  the  service  ol  our  city.  Their  equip- 
ments are  tasty  and  useful,  and  we  hope  they  have 
good  apparatus  to  exercise  themselves  upon  when  they 
are  needed.  The  members  are  generally  young  and 
appear  to  have  ability — we  are  confident  the  wi.l  can 
never  be  wanting.  Although  they  brought  up  the  rear 
of  this  noble  department,  they  may  if  they  choose  be 
soon  in  the  front  ranks. 

The  Wrecker  Club,  No.  1,  comprising  some  score 
of  young  men  in  red  striped  dress  with  a flag,  came 
next.  We  do  not  understand  the  object  of  the  club, 
and  therefore,  cannot  enlighten  the  reader  on  a point 
which  might  have  excited  some  curiosity  at  the  mo- 
ment. 

The  Laurel  Factory  delegation  with  their  magnifi- 
cent banner,  which  was  displayed  here  upon  a former 
occasion  though  the  devices  have  since  undergone  a 
very  salutary  change,  was  very  much  admired.  They 
numbered  something  over  a hundred  men  and  closed 
the  division. 

The  eleventh  division,  directed  by  marshals  captain 
J.  W.  Watkins  and  Mr.  James  A.  Lee,  brought  up 
those  societies  which  have  within  the  past  year  acquir- 
ed a degree  of  weight  and  importance  that  is  producing 
ihe  most  happy  consequences  throughout  all  the  rami- 
fications of  social  life.  They  were  introduced  by 

The  Washington  Temperance  society,  numbering 
in  its  solid  ranks  some  two  hundred  men,  over  whom 
waved  the  banner  dignified  with  the  counterfeit  pre- 
sentment of  the  immortal  Washington,  and  otherwise 
decorated  with  the  insignia  of  their  cause. 

The  Franklin,  City,  Marion  and  Howard  temper- 
ance societies,  several  hundred  strong,  with  banners 
and  devices,  as  recently  displayed  when  the  pledged 
men  of  the  city  composed  a procession  themselves, 
completed  the  division. 

The  twelfth  division,  headed  by  assistant  marshals 
John  W.  Randolph  and  B.  H.  Richardson,  consisted 
of  the  Maryland  Catholic  T.  S.  of  Baltimore;  hand- 
some banner  of  white  satin.  Justice  holding  scales  in 
one  hand  and  a sprig  of  laurel  in  the  other.  A gulden 
cross  above,  with  these  words,  “In  this  sign  we  con- 
quer.” Besides  other  devices  appeared  a ship,  beehive, 
an  anchor,  square,  compass,  an  anvil  and  plough. 
The  reverse,  a green  ground  bordered  with  a wreathe 
emblematic  of  shamroc  and  laurel;  staff  surmounted 
with  the  harp  of  Erin.  In  the  centre  father  Matthew 
administering  the  temperance  pledge  to  an  assembly, 
male  and  female — motto  at  the  base,  “The  apostle  of 
temperance.’’  President  of  the  society,  rev.  P.  S. 
Schreiber. 

Maryland  Junior  Catholic  T.  S.  of  Baltimore;  ban- 
ner green  silk,  with  yellow  fringe — motto,  “Just  as  the 
twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined.” 

Thirteenth  division,  assistant  marshals,  Geo.  Rea 
and  Francis  Burns,  consisted  of  the  following  tempe- 
rance societies: 


Whatcoat  T.  A.  society.  Banner,  on  one  side  name 
and  date  of  formation,  1832;  on  the  reverse  a weeping 
willow,  with  a tomb  on  which  a mother  leans,  while 
lamenting  the  untimely  death  of  her  son,  caused  by 
intemperance.  Inscribed  are  the  words — “Oh!  intem- 
perance, what  hast  thou  done!”  and  “no  drunkard 
shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

North  Baltimore  T.  A.  society.  Banner,  blue  silk 
with  gold  trimmings.  Device,  a female  figure  leaning 
on  a fount  of  gushing  water,  her  foot  on  a serpent. 
Motto,  “we  refrain  from  the  manufacture,  purchase 
and  use  of  all  intoxicating  liquors,  as  a beverage.” 

Baltimore  City  Temperance  society.  A handsome 
banner,  with  the  words  “pledge,  total  abstinence, 
formed  July  4,  1837.” 

Washington  Junior  Temperance  assofiition.  Ban- 
ner, blue  satin,  gold  letters,  tassels  and  fringe — device, 
bust  of  Washington — motto:  “We  respect  his  princi- 
ples,” entwined  in  a wreath  of  olive  and  oak;  and 
above  the  whole  a constellation  of  twenty-six  stars. 
On  the  reverse  were  the  following  words:  “Presented 
to  the  Washington  Junior  Temperance  society,  by  the 
misses  of  the  10th  ward.”  On  the  top  of  the  staff  was 
a miniature  representation  of  a fountain. 

Washington  Junior  Temperance  association,  auxilia- 
ry No.  1.  A very  beautiful  banner,  bearing  the  tem- 
perance coat  of  arms,  with  a cornucopise  and  other 
devices,  supported  by  a male  and  a female  figure. 

The  Young  Men’s  Central  T.  A.  society,  formed  in 

1840.  A handsome  banner,  with  a fount  in  the  centre, 
the  water  gushing  forth. — a male  figure  on  one,  and  a 
female  on  the  other  side  of  it — with  the  invitation, 
“Come  ye  to  the  waters.” 

Marion  T.  A.  society.  Banner  purple,  letters  gold. 
On  one  side,  “Total  abstinence — iormed  January  6, 
1841;  on  the  reverse,  a lady  pointing  to  heaven,  the 
staff  surmounted  by  a miniature  fountain. 

The  Junior  Marion  T.  A.  society  had  on  one  side 
of  their  banner  the  date  of  its  formation,  February  6, 

1841,  with  a hand  holding  a pitcher  inscribed  “pure 
water;”  on  the  reverse  were  the  words,  “may  we 
keep  our  pledge.” 

Western  Franklin,  auxiliary  No.  1 to  the  Washing- 
ton, with  a very  handsome  banner,  inscribed  with  the 
date  of  its  formation,  “January  S,  1841,”  and  the  mot- 
to— “Temperance,  the  handmaid  and  guardian  angel 
of  virtue,  liberty  and  independence.” 

Jefferson  society,  auxiliary  No.  2 to  the  Washington, 
Banner,  blue  satin,  gold  letters,  and  trimming,  with 
suitable  devices,  and  the  motto,  “our  cause  is  glorious, 
and  will  prevail.” 

Mount  Vernon,  auxiliary  No.  3 to  the  Washington. 
Banner,  name  and  date,  and  on  the  reverse  a single 
star. 

Fourteenth  division.  Assistant  marshals,  col.  John 
E.  Stansbury,  W.  G.  Bolgiano.  Citizens  of  the  1st, 
2d,  3d,  4th,  5th  and  6th  wards. 

Fifteenth  division.  Assistant  marshals,  Robert 
Howard,  M.  C.  Jenkins.  Citizens  of  the  7th,  8th,  9th 
and  10th  wards. 

Sixteenth  division.  Assistant  marshals,  H-  Snyder, 
T.  E.  Hambleton.  Citizens  of  the  11th,  12th,  13th  and 
14th  wards. 

Seventeenth  division.  Assistant  marshals,  Wash- 
ington Booth,  maj.  Joshua  Dryden.  Baltimore  Butch- 
ers’ association,  mounted,  followed  by  citizens  from 
ihe  county,  mounted.  The  boys  of  several  schools  ap- 
peared among  the  citizens  of  several  wards;  the 
butchers  turned  out  in  great  force,  wearing  white 
aprons  and  having  a banner  with  appropriate  devices; 
and  they,  together  with  the  citizens  from  the  county, 
brought  up  the  rear  in  a fine  and  imposing  style.  The 
procession  wound  its  way  by  the  circuitous  route  indi- 
cated in  the  programme,  to  Mount  Vprnon  Place.  The 
Washington  monument  had  been  put  into  mourning 
for  the  melancholy  occasion;  and  on  the  west  side  pre- 
parations had  been  made  for  the  delivery  of  the  oration. 

The  scene  at  Mount  Vernon  Place,  was  grand  and 
imposing.  Long  before  the  right,  of  the  procession 
came  in  view,  the  grounds  around  the  monument  were 
covered  with  thousands  of  spectators.  The  quiet  ex- 
pectation of  this  crowd  was  broken  for  a few  moments 
by  the  exciting  spectacle  of  a frightened  horse,  escaped 
from  his  rider  dashing  along  amid  the  alarmed  groups 
of  men,  women  and  children.  Fortunately,  his  course 
was  soon  arrested,  and  although  scores  made  but  hair- 
breadth escapes,  no  one  was  injured.  From  all  points 
the  crowd  continued  to  pour  in,  until  no  room  seemed 
to  be  left  for  the  thousands  composing  the  immense 
procession.  The  military  escort  at  last  came  in  sight, 
and  formed  along  Cathedral  street;  after  this,  on  foot, 
having  left  the  carriages  at  Franklin  street,  came  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  with  many  distinguished  officers  of 
the  army,  the  reverend  clergy,  and  the  pall  bearers 
with  the  funeral  car.  These  passed  slowly  along  Ca- 
thedral street  to  Madison,  and  along  Madison  street  to 
the  northern  avenue  leading  to  the  Washington  mo- 
nument, and  by  this  to  the  speaker’s  stand,  which  tvas 
erected  upon  the  iron  railings  surrounding  the  monu- 
ment and  facing  to  the  west.  In  front  of  this  the  car 
was  placed,  and  the  pall  bearers,  with  the  clergy,  and 
the  many  distinguished  individuals  who  were  present 
to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead,  pass- 
ed up  into  the  stand.  Before  the  ear,  with  its  six  white 
horses,  each  led  by  a groom  dressed  in  white,  came  in 
front  of  the  stand,  the  noble  body  of  our  gallant  de- 
fenders, during  the  late  war,  had  taken  their  station  im- 
mediately facing  the  monument;  and  behind  these  the 
whole  body  of  the  procession  gradually  filed  in  and 
each  portion  of  it  took  its  appropriate  and  allotted  posi- 
tion.  For  nearly  an  hour  after  the  military  escort  reach- 
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ed  Mount  Vernon  Place,  a dense  body  of  men,  forming 
a portion  of  the  procession,  could  be  seen  passing  Gay 
street  bridge,  which  was  visible  from  the  monument 
through  an  opening  between  the  houses.  Gradually 
company  after  company,  and  association  after  associa- 
tion arrived  upon  the  ground,  and  about  thiee  o clock 
the  services  on  the  occasion  were  commenced  by  an 
ode  from  the  band,  stationed  above  the  speaker  s 
stand,  at  the  base  of  the  column  composing  the  mo- 
nument. A prayer  from  the  rev.  Dr.  Johns  followed, 
then  another  ode,  when  Jonathan  Meredith,  esq.  the 
eloquent  orator  of  the  day,  took  his  place  to  pronounce 
the  eulogy  upon  the  great  and  good  man  who  had  been 
removed  from  the  highest  place  in  the  nation  to  the 
world  of  spirits. 

Why  are  we  here,  lie  asked,  with  all  these  exhibi- 
tions  of  mourning  and  grief?  William  Henry  Har- 
rison is  dead!  The  patriot,  the  statesman,  the  soldier, 
the  great  and  the  good  man  has  gone  down  to  the  tomb, 
and  a nation  mourns  the  bereavement.  In  the  general 
grief  and  humiliation  at  this  event  the  speaker  truly 
remarked,  all  party  distinctions  were  lost  and  swallow- 
ed up.  The  man  for  whom,  but  a month  before  the 
pale  messenger  summoned  him  away,  the  fears  of  a 
rejoicing  nation  swelled  over  mountain  and  valley, 
was  not  the  president  of  a party,  but  of  the  people,  and 
now  the  whole  people  are  in  tears  at  his  loss.  It  a_  Iran 
like  Harrison  could  gain  any  thing  from  birth,  said  the 
orator,  then  we  might  refer  to  his  father,  who  was  of 
the  old  revolutionary  stock;  a man  who  in  the  hour  of 
his  country’s  peril  was  not  found  wanting.  A brief  and 
rapid  glance  at  the  history  of  our  deceased  chief  ma- 
gistrate, followed  the  eloquent  and  appropriate  opening 
portion  of  the  address,  from  the  time,  when,  as  a strip- 
ling of  seventeen,  with  an  ensign’s  commission  under 
the  illustrious  Washington,  he  chose,  instead  of  the 
quiet  and  emolument  which  were  offered  him  in  the 
capacity  of  a private  citizen-,  to  meet  tor  the  sake  of  his 
suffering  country,  the  bloodthirsty  and  wily  savage  on 
our  western  frontier,  up  to  the  triumphant  moment 
when  he  became  president  of  this  great  and  free  peo- 
ple. In  every  position  which  he  had  occupied  through 
all  the  long  years  which  intervened,  ho  had  shown  him- 
self the  ardent  lover  of  his  country,  and  her  prudent 
counsellor.  And  in  the  one  foreign  mission  to  which 
he  had  been  appointed,  he  had,  during  the  brief  time 
of  ils  continuance,  proved  how  much  Tie  was  devoted 
to  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity.  In  that 
troubled  period  of  the  history  of  Columbia,  when  the 
country  was  fast  merging  towards  a military  despotism, 
he  taught  the  high  minded,  but  somewhat  misguided 
man  who  ruled  her  destinies,  that,  to  be  truly  great, 
was  to  he  eminently  good.  That,  to  he  a true  lover  of 
his  country,  he  must  seek  to  effect  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number  of  his  suffering  and  hitherto  op- 
pressed people. 

The  conclusion  of  the  address  was  a most  beautiful 
eulogium  upon  the  life  and  character  of  general  Har- 
rison. Nor  was  it  a mere  finished  and  coldly  propor- 
tioned outline — it  came  warm  and  spontaneous  from 
the  heart,  and  every  heart  present  acknowledged  the 
true  portraiture,  and  responded  to  the  genuine  emotion 
that  warmed  the  breasts  of  the  orator. 

To  this  succeeded  the  following  requiem,  composed 
by  the  rev.  Mr.  Hill,  for  the  occasion,  and  sung  by  the 
Musical  association.  This  was  given  with  fine  effect, 
and  added  greatly  to  the  interest  and  touching  solemni- 
ty of  the  occasion.  A prayer  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Sargent 
closed  the  ceremonies  of  the  day. 

HYMN, 

Hark ! a nation’s  wail  of  grief 
On  each  passing  breeze  is  borne! 

For  a nation’s  honored  chief 
From  its  bleeding  heart  is  torn. 

Fie  who  lately  near  us  stood, 

Ripe  in  honors  as  in  years, 

Fie — the  wise,  the  great,  the  good — 

Claims  the  tribute  of  our  tears. 

Like  a transient  tale  that’s  told, 

Like  a dream  of  yesterday, 

Like  the  pageant  we  behold, 

He  from  earth  has  passed  away. 

From  his  highest  sphere  of  fame, 

Midst  his  country’s  joyous  breath, 

Softly — suddenly  lie  came 
To  the  silent  shades  of  death. 

Where  the  patriot  fathers  sleep 
In  their  well-deserved  renown — 

Where  the  sons  of  freedom  weep, 

Chieftain ! we  have  laid  thee  down. 

God  ! that  rulest  over  all, 

God  ! that  livest  while  we  die, 

Let  thy  dread  upon  us  fall, 

Let  us  on  thyself  rely. 

Thou ! who  was  our  fathers’  God — 

Thou  ! who  since  hast  been  our  own — 

Tho’  we  feel  thy  chast’ning  rod. 

Still  we  seek  thy  gracious  throne. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  religious  ceremonies, 
three  rounds  were  fired  by  capt.  Ringgold’s  U.  S.  Fly- 
ing Artillery,  which  were  posted  on  an  adjacent  hill; 
and  as  many  rounds  of  musketry  were  fired  by  troops 
in  line  on  Cathedral  street.  The  procession  then  par- 
tially re-formed;  different  sections  marching  to  their  re- 
spective places  of  meeting  where  they  were  dismissed; 
and  thus  closed  a day  which,  as  we  have  already  said, 
will  be  forever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Baltimore. 


We  ought  to  have  stated  before,  but  it  is  not  yet  too 
late,  t hat  all  who  appeared  abroad,  either  in  the  proces- 
sion or  as  spectators,  wore  mourning  badges,  which 
were  to  be  had  in  great  variety,  and  tastefully  execut- 
ed. The  number  of  persons  at  Mount  Vernon  Place, 
and  on  the  various  eminences  in  Howard’s  Park,  could 
not  be  less  than  fifry  thousand;  and  those  in  the  proces- 
sion are  estimated  at  from  then  to  twelve  thousand. — 
One  of  the  most  pleasing  exhibitions  of  respect  was  the 
appearance  of  the  Revenue  Cutler,  lying  in  the  river, 
immediately  opposite  Market  street  Fell’s  Point.  The 
yards  were  fully  manned,  and  as  the  procession  passed 
salutes  were  fired  from  on  board.  It  was  in  full  view 
of  the  entire  procession  as  it  proceeded  down  Market 
streer.  [Su?r. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

It  is  stated  that,  when  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
general  Harrison  reached  Ainherstburg,  (U.  C.) 
the  flag  which  was  flying  on  Fort  Malden  was  low- 
ered to  half-mast. 

The  Kingston  (Canada)  Chronicle  dressed  its 
columns  in  mourning,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of 
the  death  of  gen.  Plarrison. 

The  Eastern  Argus  says  the  flags  of  the  shipping 
at  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  were  displayed  at 
half-mast  on  receiving  the  news  of  the  president’s 
death. 

Ex  president  Van  Buren  is  noticed  as  one  of  the 
distinguished  personages  who  joined  in  the  funeral 
procession  in  New  York  in  honor  of  the  memory  of 
gen.  Harrison. 

Sunday',  the  9th  instant,  is  set  apart  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Charleston,  S.  C.  as  a funeral  Sabbath,  and 
discourses  are  to  be  delivered  in  Ihe  churches, 
adapted  to  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Macon  (Georgia) 
on  tlie  occasion  of  the  death  of  gen.  Harrison,  the 
hon.  Eugenius  A.  Nisbet  was  appointed  to  pro- 
nounce an  eulogy  upon  the  deceased. 

Major  gen.  W.  Scott  was  one  of  the  pall-beareis 
in  the  funeral  procession  at  Rochester,  on  Saturday, 
the  lOtii  ultimo,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  the  late 
president. 

From  the  Charleston  Observer,  (a,  religions  paper). 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  this  event  [the  death 
of  general  Harrison]  has  allayed  the  bitterness  of 
party  strife — how  it  has  clustered  around  the  bier 
of  the  departed  the  resolute  opponents  of  yesterday, 
and  caused  them  to  vie  with  each  other  in  their 
sympathies  and  sorrows,  and  in  their  unfeigned  ex- 
pressions of  affectionate  regard  for  the  memory  of 
the  dead.  The  trait  of  our  national  character  which 
is  thus  exhibited  is  a noble  one — is  a spectacle  to 
which  the  crowned  potentates  of  the  earth  can  be 
pointed  as  an  evidence  that  the  affections  of  our  peo- 
ple are  true  to  their  country,  and  ttiat  they  ate  ready, 
on  every  fitting  occasion  to  give  honor  to  them 
whom  honor  is  due;  that,  as  a people,  notwithstand- 
ing alt  our  difference,  we  are  one  and  indivisible, 
bound  together  by  ties  much  stronger  than  mere 
physical  force — than  individual  interests,  or  the  ne- 
cessity of  mutual  defence — the  lies  of  a common 
brotherhood,  common  affection,  common  principles 
and  common  sympathy.  The  true  patriot  will  love 
his  country  the  more  from  this  manifestation  of  the 
heart  by  which  she  is  animated,  and  will  he  inspired 
with  greater  confidence  in  the  stability  of  her  insti- 
tutions. The  true  philanthropist  will  labor  more 
assiduously  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
people;  and  the  devout  Christian  will  pray  the  more 
fervently  that  the  principles  which  lie  at  the  foun- 
dation of  well-regulated  liberty— the  principles  of 
the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God — may  be  retained  and 
cherished  in  their  purity, and  govern  alike  the  ruler 
and  the  ruled. 


N.  YORK  AND  VIRGINIA  CONTROVERSY. 
Communication  from  the  hon.  John  M.  Patton,  Lieu- 
ientant  governor  of  Virginia,  to  the  governor  of  N. 
York. 

Executive  department,  Richmond,  March.  22 d,  184L 
Sir:  The  functions  of  the  executive  of  this  com- 
monwealth having  temporarily  devolved  on  me,  by 
(lie  resignation  of  gov.  Gilmer,  it  has  become’my 
duty  to  act  upon  the  demand  recently  made  by  you 
upon  ttie  governor  of  this  commonwealth,  for  the 
surrender  of  Robert  F.  Curry,  charged  with  the 
crime  of  forgery  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  demand  is  in  proper  form,  and  the  fact  that 
he  is  charged  witli  the  commission  of  an  act  which 
is  a crime  by  the  law's  of  your  state  is  duly  authen- 
ticated. 

Recognising  as  I do  the  imperative  obligation  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  which  require  the  gover- 
nor of  every  state  to  surrender  a fugitive  from  jus- 
tice, upon  the  demand  of  the  governor  of  that  state 
in  which  he  is  charged  with  the  crime,  I shall  not 
hesitate  about  complying  with  theriemand.  You  are 
accordingly  hereby  informed  that  I have  issued  my 
warrant,  as  acting  governor  of  this  commonwealth, 


commanding  the  delivery  of  the  said  fugitive  to 
John  D.  Dix,  the  agent  appointed  by  you  to  receive 
and  convey  him  to  the  state  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Dix  having  lelt  here  on  his  return  to  New  York,  I 
enclose  the  warrant  to  you,  and  will  forward  a copy 
or  duplicate  of  it  to  the  properauthorities  in  Wheel- 
ing, where  it  is  understood  Curry  is  in  custody. 

The  circumstances  which  have  occurred  in  con- 
nexion with  this  demand  made  it  proper  that  in  com- 
plying with  it  I should  avail  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  express  to  your  excellency  the  profound  regret 
of  this  department  for  the  course  which  the  go- 
vernment of  New  York  has  pursued  in  relation 
to  a similar  demand  made  by  the  executive  of 
this  state  upon  the  governor  of  New  York  as  long 
ago  as  the  25th  of  July  1839,  and  which  yet  remains 
unsatisfied. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  or  desire  to  renew  a discus- 
sion (which  indeed  has  already  been  exhausted) 
upon  that  subject.  I cannot,  however,  retrain  from 
reminding  you  of  this  unsatisfied  requisition,  or 
from  expressing  to  you  what  is  the  universal  sen- 
timent for  the  people  and  government  cf  this  com- 
monwealth, that  the  refusal  of  New  York  to  sur- 
render the  fugitives  charged  with  the  commission 
of  a henious  crime  against  the  laws  of  this  state  is 
a grevious  and  intolerable  outrage  upon  her  rights 
and  a plain  violation  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  the 
state  of  New  York  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

This  refusal  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice, 
upon  the  grounds  on  which  it  has  been  vindicated 
by  your  excellency,  and  followed  as  it  has  been  by 
an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  New  York,  w hich 
seems  to  have  been  seduously  contrived  to  render 
it  next  to  impossible  to  recapture  a fugitive  slave 
who  shall  escape  to  New  York,  involves  an  assault 
upon  an  institution  of  the  southern  states,  deeply 
interw’oven  with  their  whole  polity,  and  to  any  fo- 
reign interference  with  which  they  are  keenly  sen- 
sitive. It  is  not  the  less  aggravatingthat  the  assault 
is  made  by  directly  violating  or  rendering  nugatory 
two  of  the  plainest  and  most  explicit  provisions  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  is  scarcely  to  be  w'onder- 
ed  at  that  some  of  onr  citizens  eminent  in  virtue  and 
patriotism,  should  be  inclined  to  regard  New  York 
as  having  placed  herself  out  of  the  paleoftheunion, 
respected  and  complied  with  while  she  retains  tier 
present  attitude  of  hostility  to  its  obligations.  While, 
however,  a course  of  retaliation  towards  New  York 
might  be  justified,  as  far  as  is  concerned,  by  her  re- 
peated and  persevering  disregard  of  her  obligations, 
it  is  not  deemed  becoming  the  high  character  which 
it  has  been  the  desire  of  this  state  to  deserve  for  good 
faith,  respect  for  the  constitution  and  devotion  to  the 
union,  to  retort  even  upon  her  an  act  involving  a vi- 
olation of  constitutional  duty. 

She  has  refused  to  comply  with  the  constitution. 
Virginia  will  scrupulously  obey  it.  She  has  wan- 
tonly assailed  our  property  by  acts  of  legislation, 
endangering  its  safety  and  impairing  its  value.  Vir- 
ginia will  again  appeal  to  her  justice,  and  entreat- 
ing her  to  retrace  her  steps,  in  the  meantime  re- 
sort only  to  lawful  and  constitutional  means  of 
self  protection  and  redress.  She  has  refused  and 
still  refuses  to  surrender  criminals  w ho  have  fled 
from  our  justice,  and  is  pursuing  a course  calcu- 
lated to  make  the  empire  state  an  asylum  for  fe- 
lons and  runaway  slaves.  Virginia  still  respects 
and  relies  upon  the  constitution  and  the  laws  and 
will  surrender  fugitives  from  labor  when  lawfully 
demanded. 

I trust,  sir,  that  you  will  see  in  this  that  we  are 
ready  to  perform  our  duties,  rather  than  quick  to 
retaliate  injuries,  and  that  you  will  find  it  an  exam- 
ple of  forbearance,  and  proof  of  an  anxious  desire 
to  preserve  harmony  and  a sedulous  regard  for  jus- 
tice and  good  faith  which  will  not  be  without  bene- 
fit in  inducing  you  and  your  great  state  to  retract 
those  assaults  upon  our  institutions,  of  which  the 
state  of  Virginia  so  justly  complaints. 

The  motives  and  principles  on  which  your  de- 
mand is  now  unconditionally  complied  witli  by  the 
executive  of  the  state,  (in  conformity, as  I am  hap- 
py to  believe,  with  the  almost  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  tlie  legislature),  ought  to  be  regarded,  as  I 
hope  it  wilt  be,  as  giving  an  earnest  that  as  this 
state  recognises,  in  at!  their  extent,  and  will  per- 
form, faithfully  and  scrupulously,  all  her  duties  and 
obligations  under  the  constitution  of  the  union,  she 
expects  and  will  insist  upon  every  oilier  state  ex- 
hibiting an  equal  fidelity  to  its  constitutional  obli- 
gations. 

It  is  in  no  spirit  of  menace,  but  from  an  anxious 
desire  to  preserve  harmony  between  the  slates,  and 
prevent  collisions  which  must  necessarily  impair 
tlie  value  and  stability  of  tlie  union,  if  they  do  not  en- 
danger and  finally  destroy  it,  that  I assure  you  ex- 
cellency that  the  state  of  Virginia  cannot  acquiesce 
in,  and  will  not  submit  to  those  aggressions  of  New 
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York,  which  have  occasioned  the  existing  contro- 
versy between  those  two  great  commonwealths.  1 
therefore  accompany  ttiis  communication,  inform- 
ing you  of  the  fact  that  your  demand  for  the  surren- 
der of  the  fugitive  from  your  state  is  granted,  with 
an  earnest  protest  against  those  aggressions,  and  an 
anxious  and  respectful  appeal  to  you,  and  through 
you  to  the  state  whose  organ  you  are,  to  review  the 
position  you  have  taken,  and  by  a magnanimous 
abandonment  of  erroneous  and  untenable  opinions 
and  measures,  resloie  those  harmonious  relations 
between  the  states  which  it  is  alike  the  interest  and 
the  duty  of  us  ail  to  endeavor  to  perpetuate. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  your 
obd’tserv’t  JNO.  M.  PATTON. 

To  his  excellency  Win . H.  Seward.,  gov.  of  N.  Y. 

GOVERNOR  SEWARD’S  REPLY. 

Stale  of  New  York: 

Executive  department,  Albany,  April  6th,  1S41. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  22d  of  March 
last,  enclosing  a warrant  for  the  surrender  ol  Robert 
F.  Curry,  in  compliance  with  my  requisition,  is 
acknowledged.  The  proper  agent  has  been  direct- 
ed to  receive  the  fugitive  and  convey  him  to  this 
state. 

Your  compliance  with  this  requisition  is  made, 
in  your  communication,  a ground  for  asking  a re- 
versal of  my  decision  upon  a similar  process  of  your 
predecessor,  demanding  the  surrender  of  Peter 
Johnson  and  others.  Although  the  candor  you 
have  avowed  is  by  no  means  questioned,  it  is  a 
matter  of  some  surprise  that  you  have  treated  the 
cases  as  altogether  analogous.  If  you  could  have 
shown  that  the  indictment  accompanying  mv  requi- 
sition was  informal  and  defective  in  charging  the 
crime  of  forgery;  if  a competent  judicial  tribunal 
had  decided  that  the  indictment  was  thus  defective, 
and  that  upon  examination  there  was  no  probable 
cause  to  believe  the  fugitive  guilty  of  an  offence 
against  any  law  of  this  state,  and  if  forgery  were 
not  a crime  or  offence  against  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
the  common  law  and  the  laws  of  all  civilized  coun- 
tries, then  although  the  cases  would  be  analagous, 
it  would  in  my  jucgment,  and  with  great  delerence, 
follow  rather  that  the  demand  made  by  me  ought 
to  have  been  denied,  than  that  the  requisition  issued 
by  your  predecessor  ought  to  be  granted. 

Your  views  concerning  the  questions  recently 
discussed  between  your  predecessor  and  myself; 
your  protest  against  supposed  aggressions;  and  your 
appeal  to  me  to  review  positions  hereiolore  assum- 
ed, to  abandon  opinions  and  measures  pronounced 
by  you  to  be  erroneous  and  untenable,  and  to  re- 
store harmonious  relations  between  the  states  of  N. 
York  and  Virginia,  have  received  most  careful  and 
respectful  consideration.  Since,  however,  you  have 
intimated  that  it  would  be  unprofitable  to  renew  the 
discussion  of  the  question  referred  to  upon  its  me- 
rits, my  reply  will  necessarily  be  as  general  as  your 
communication. 

The  lieutenant  goveinor  of  Virginia,  in  1S39,  de- 
manded of  the  executive  of  this  state,  Peter  John- 
son, Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gausey,  as  fugitives, 
upon  a vague  and  insufficient  charge  of  stealing  a 
negro  slave  in  that  commonwealth.  When  this  de- 
mand was  made,  the  constitution  had  existed  dur- 
ing a half  century,  a period  sufficient,  it  may  be 
supposed  to  present  domestic  exigencies  of  every 
character  foreseen  and  intended  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  framers  of  that  instrument.  During  that  pe- 
riod the  institution  of  slavery  existed  in  Virginia 
and  some  other  states,  while  in  this  and  others  it 
was  abolished.  Yet  within  that  long  lime  only  one 
case  is  known  to  have  occurred  in  which  the  exe- 
cutive of  a slaveholding  state  demanded  from  a 
state  in  which  slavery  had  ceased  to  exist,  the  sur- 
render of  a fugitive  upon  a charge  similar  to  that 
adopted  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia;  and 
no  case  is  known  to  have  happened  in  which  a de- 
mand of  that  character,  made  under  such  circum- 
stances, was  allowed. 

The  affidavit  was  deemed  by  the  executive  insuf- 
ficient and  defective,  even  to  charge  a crime  against 
the  laws  of  Virginia,  while  the  question  involved, 
il  the  requisition  were  supported  by  a pioper  charge, 
was  regarded  as  one  of  grave  importance,  requiring 
deliberate  consideration.  An  informal  note  was 
delivered  to  the  agent  of  Virginia,  pointing  out  the 
defects  in  his  papers,  and  giving  leave  to  amend, 
and  a time  was  appointed  for  the  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject.  In  the  mean  time  the  suppos- 
ed fugitives  availed  themselves  of  the  legal  reme- 
dy and  were  discharged  on  a writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
on  the  grounds  that  the  charge  was  insufficient  and 
that  upon  examination,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
actual  olfence  of  the  accused  consisted  in  their  being 
seamen  on  boaid  of  a ship  in  which  a slave  had 
concealed  himself,  with  a view  to  what  proved  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  escape  from  servitude.  The 
lieutenant  governor,  to  whom  the  circumstances 
became  known,  nevertheless  demanded  a decision 


upon  the  case  as  originally  presented.  That  course 
presented  to  the  executive  of  this  state,  on  one 
hand,  the  alternative  of  seeming  willing  to  evade  a 
great  conslilmional  question  by  placing  his  denial 
of  the  demand  on  the  informal  objection  sustained 
by  the  judge,  the  removal  of  which  w ould  not  dis- 
pose ol  ttie  subject;  and  ori  the  other,  that  of  a-sum- 
ing  the  broad  constitutional  ground  upon  which, on 
mature  reflection,  he  was  satisfied  the  case  must  at 
last  be  decided.  Both  the  frankness  which  becomes 
public  functionaries,  and  a proper  respect  for  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia,  required  the  adop- 
tion of  the  latter  alternative. 

It  was  not  unforeseen  that  an  absolute  and  proba- 
bly irreconcilable  difference  of  opinion  must  arise 
between  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  executive 
ol  this  state,  it  was  obvious  that  the  former  would 
assume,  in  conformity  with  opinions  know  n to  pre- 
vail in  Virginia.'  that  men  of  a certain  race  and  con- 
dition may  be,  and  are,  property  and  chatties,  the 
subjects  of  purchase,  sale,  devise  arid  theft.  The 
executive  ol  this  state,  on  the  contrary,  would  be 
faithless  to  the  spirit  of  its  constitution  and  laws,  if 
he  did  not  maintain  that  all  men,  of  whatever  race 
or  condition,  are  men,  and  of  right  ought  to  be  free- 
men; that  every  remedy  for  duress  of  a human  be- 
ing, whether  it  be  the  writ  de  homine  replegiando, 
habeas  corpus,  action  for  enticement  orfalse  impri- 
sonment,or  indictment  for  kidnapping,  regards  him 
as  a man,  and  not  as  properly,  and  that  it  is  as  ab- 
surd in  this  slate  to  speak  of  property  in  immortal 
beings,  and  consequently  of  stealing  them,  as  it 
would  be  to  discourse  of  a division  of  property  in 
the  common  atmosphere.  It  was  equally  manifest 
that  Virginia  would  insist  that  her  sister  states 
should  recognise  the  right  of  property  of  one  class 
of  her  people  in  another,  as  established  by  her  laws. 
It  would,  on  the  contrary,  become  the  duty  of  the 
executive  of  this  state  to  hold,  that,  except  so  far  as 
the  principle  in  controlled  by  the  article  of  the  con- 
stitution w hich  declares  that,  persons  held  to  labor 
or  service  in  one  state,  by  the  laws  thereof,  and  es- 
caping into  another,  shall,  on  demand  and  proof,  be 
delivered  up  to  the  persons  to  whom  such  labor  or 
service  is  due,  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  is  a 
peculiar  local  relation  of  the  state  where  it  exists, 
and  that  this  state  is  not  bound  to  recognise  or  pro- 
tect it  in  any  manner,  much  less  to  protect  it  by 
extending  for  that  purpose  an  article  in  the  consti- 
tution which  had  no  such  design,  nor  any  reference 
whatever  to  the  relation. 

The  executive  of  this  state,  always  careful  to 
avoid  any  seeming  interference  with  the  institution 
or  municipal  alfairs  of  other  states,  would  have 
gladly  avoided  such  a discussion,  not  from  objec- 
tions on  his  own  part,  but  because  he  supposed  the 
discussion,  although  ini ited  by  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, could  not  be  agreeable  to  the  people  of 
Virginia.  But  it  was  the  pleasure,  nevertheless,  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia  to  demand  an 
answer  to  the  requisition,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
cision would  involve  the  great  questions  which  had 
been  raised,  and  notwithstanding  he  must  have 
known,  moreover,  that  a compliance  with  the  re- 
quisition would  be  to  surrender  three  men  as  cri- 
minals whom  a competent  tribunal  had  pronounced 
guiltless,  and  thus  exhibit  the  executive  trampling 
on  (he  judiciary  as  well  as  striking  down  the  liber- 
ty of  citizens  of  this  state. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
executive  of  this  state  denied  the  requisition  of  the 
lieutenant  governor,  and  assumed  the  giounds  on 
which  that  denial  has  been  vindicated.  The  deci- 
sion was  not,  as  you  have  assumed,  designed  as 
ari  aggression  upon  Virginia,  and  intended  to  effect 
her  institutions.  Virginia  was  admitted,  in  the 
broadest  sense,  to  be  sovereign  within  her  terri- 
tory, in  the  enactment  and  execution  of  her  laws. 
It  was  denied  only  that  she  could  extend  her  legis- 
lative power  so  as  to  give  a right  to  the  executive 
of  this  state,  or  to  render  it  his  duty  to  surrender 
its  citizens  to  be  transported  to  that  commonwealth 
to  be  tried,  condemned  and  punished  for  acts  not  in 
themselves  wrongful,  nor  regarded  as  criminal  by 
the  laws  of  this  state;  and  inasmuch  as  difference 
might  exist  between  the  codes  of  the  two  stairs,  it 
was  conceded  that  in  ascertaining  the  intent  ol  the 
compact  between  them,  reference  might  be  made, 
in  such  cases,  not  to  the  particular  code  ofthe  one  or 
the  other,  but  to  the  common  law  received  by  both, 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  laws  of  all  civilized 
countries.  These  principles  had  no  exclusive  re- 
ference to  the  states  in  which  slavery  exists,  but 
were  the  same  by  which  other  demands  upon  this 
state  are  tested,  and  they  have  been  applied  not 
only  in  the  case  in  question  bnf  in  others  presented 
by  Pennsylvania  and  New  Hampshire,  where  that 
institution  has  long  since  become  obsolete.  The 
discussion  was,  moreover,  conducted  in  a manner 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  found  to  have  been  al- 
ways courteous  and  respectful  to  Virginia. 


The  governor  of  Virginia,  in  submitting  the  cor- 
respondence to  the  general  assembly,  thought  pro- 
per to  distinguish  the  non-compliance  of  the  exe- 
cutive of  this  state,  upon  the  grounds  assumed  by 
him,  as  a flagrant  invasion  of  file  rights  of  that  com- 
monwealth, w Inch,  in  the  event  ofthe  failure  of  other 
remedies,  might  render  it  the  solemn  duty  of  Virginia 
toappeal  Irom  the  cancelled  obligations ol  the  federal 
compact  to  original  rights  and  the  law  of  self  pre- 
servation. The  executive  of  this  state  laid  the  same 
correspondence  before  the  legislature,  with  the  re- 
luctant expression  of  his  surprise  and  regret  on  ac- 
count of  the  seeming  menace  of  the  governor  of 
Virginia.  The  executive  of  this  state,  desirous  to 
avoid  increasing  the  embarrassment  which  had  re- 
sulted in  consequence  of  the  course  adopted  by  the 
authorities  of  Virginia,  declared  that  he  regarded 
the  subject  as  one  falling  peculiarly  w ithin  the  pro- 
vince of  the  executive  department,  and  in  relation 
to  which  the  duties  of  that  department  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  by  the  constitution  anil  laws  of  this 
state,  and  he  carefully  abstained  from  invoking  any 
legislative  sanction  of  his  decision.  The  executive 
of  this  state  subsequently  complied,  promptly  and 
cheerfully,  with  the  request  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  and  submitted  the  appeal  of  that  body 
from  the  executive  to  the  legislature  of  this  state 
together  with  the  able  arguments  of  the  governor 
ol  Virginia  and  of  a committee  of  its  house  of  de- 
legates, all  of  which  documents  were  laid  before 
the  legislature  without  comment.  The  executire 
also,  with  equal  cheerfulness,  complied  with  the 
further  request  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia 
by  reviewing  the  positions  assumed  by  himfand 
tie  trusts  performed  that  duty  in  a spirit  of  candor 
and  courtesy.  The  correspondence  being  thus  again 
closer!,  the  governor  of  that  state  submitted  it  to  the 
general  assembly  in  the  manner  he  deemed  proper. 

He  at  the  same  time  offered  large  pecuniary  re- 
wards to  induce  individuals  who  might  thus  be 
tempted  to  seize,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New 
York  and  in  violation  of  its  law's,  and  convey  to 
Virginia,  the  three  individuals,  whose  security  was 
doubly  assured  to  them,  first  by  the  decision  of  a 
competent  legal  tribunal,  and  then  by  the  executive 
authority  of  the  state.  The  governor  of  Virginia 
also  addressed  public  circular  letters  to  such,  and 
such  only, of  the  American  states  as  he  assumed  had 
peculiar  sympathies  with  Virginia,  inviting  them 
to  make  common  cause  against  New  York.  The 
executive  of  this  state  submitted  these  proceedings 
and  the  correspondence  to  the  legislature  of  New 
York  without  remark.  The  general  assembly  of 
Virginia  then  thought  proper  to  passan  actattempt- 
ing  to  impose  invidious  restrictions  and  onerous 
impositions  upon  citizens  of  this  state  engaged  in 
commerce  with  that  commonwealth,  cit  zens  no 
otherwise  responsible  for  the  action  ol  the  govern- 
ment than  as  being  among  its  constituents;  and  this 
was  done  with  a purpose  fully  avowed  to  oblige  the 
executive  of  this  state  to  rescind  a decision  made 
under  his  constitutional  responsibilities,  and  to  com- 
pel the  legislature  of  New  York  to  repeal  a law 
found  on  its  statute  book,  in  accordance  with  its 
constitution  and  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  having  no  connexion  with  the  question 
in  controversy.  Simultaneously  with  this  proceed- 
ing, the  governor  of  Virginia  refused  compliance 
with  a requisition,  admitted  to  be  in  due  form,  for 
the  surrender  of  a fugitive  charged  with  the  crime 
of  forgery,  unless  the  executive  of  this  state  would 
first  rescind  the  decision  previously  made  by  him, 
allowing,  however,  to  the  executive  of  this  state  six 
months  as  a reasonable  period  to  decide  upon  the 
extraordinary  proposition  thus  submitted.  The  ex- 
ecutive of  this  state  lost  no  time  in  assuring  the  au- 
thorities of  Virginia  that  the  original  subject  had 
been  reconsidered  upon  its  merits,  and  also  in  con- 
nection with  those  injurious  and  retaliatory  proceed- 
ings, and  submitted  the  result,  that  the  decision  hav- 
ing been  made  in  accordance  with  convictions  of 
constitutional  duty  still  entertained,  he  found  no 
sufficient  ground  for  a reversal  ofthe  same. 

It  became  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  commu- 
nicate those  proceedings  of  Virginia  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  state.  In  doing  so  he  could  not  but" fore- 
see that  no  one  would  think  of  repealing,  and  espe- 
cially under  such  circumstances,  a law  of  the  state 
designed  for  the  protection  and  security  of  its  own 
citizens  and  others  exposed  to  the  risk  of  privation 
of  liberty  without  even  a charge  of  crime.  There 
is  no  good  reason  tobelieve  that  the  interests  of  the 
citizens  of  this  state  are  less  carefully  guarded  by  its 
legislature,  than  the  supposed  interests  of  citizens  of 
Virginia  are  by  the  general  assembly  of  that  corn- 
monwealth.  There  is  no  ground  to  suppose  that 
the  principles  in  regard  to  personal  liberty  and  state 
sovereignity  maintained  by  the  executive  of  this 
state,  are  less  sedulously  cherished  by  the  legisla- 
ture than  the  institution  of  slavery  is  by  the  general 
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assembly  of  our  sister  state.  When  the  commer- 
cial position,  condition  and  relation  of  this  state  are 
considered,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  legislature,  if  it  could  transcend  its  constitution- 
al barriers,  might  annoy,  harrass,  and  even  oppress 
unoffending  citizens  of  Virginia,  at  least  as  severely 
as  the  general  assembly  of  that  commonwealth  can 
oppress  such  citizens  of  New  York. 

Nevertheless  the  executive  declared  that  he  deem- 
ed any  retaliatory  action  unworthy  the  dignity  and 
inconsistent  with  the  relations  of  this  state.  He  re- 
commended no  such  measure.  He  declared  that  none 
should  be  adopted  on  his  part;  and  assuming  that 
the  citizens  of  this  state  have  ample  constitutional 
remedies  against  any  injuries  they  may  suffer  from 
the  wrongful  legislation  of  Virginia,  he  declared  his 
confident  conviction  that  it  might  safely  be  left  to 
the  magnanimity  of  that  state  and  her  own  experi- 
ence of  the  consequences  of  her  measures  to  induce 
an  abandonment  of  them  and  the  performance  of  her 
constitutional  obligations.  The  executive  of  this 
state  has  sincere  pleasure  in  acknowledging  that  so 
far  as  one  of  the  measures  is  concerned,  this  antici- 
pation has  been  already  realized. 

From  this  cursory  review,  rather  of  what  has 
been  done  than  of  what  has  been  written,  it  will 
appear  that  the  authorities  of  New  York  had  not 
been  the  actors  in  any  transaction  tending  towards 
a derangement  of  the  relations  between  this  state 
and  Virginia.  New  York  has  done  nothing,  and 
lias  spoken  only  when  and  so  often  as  she  was  ap- 
pealed to  by  Virginia,  and  then  always  in  the  lan- 
guage of  respect  and  affection.  New  York  has 
made  no  novel  or  questionable  demands,  complain- 
ed of  no  wrongs,  offered  no  rewards  for  violations 
of  laws  of  Virginia,  passed  no  vindictive  acts,  made 
no  menaces,  nor  ha3  she  endeavored,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  excite  her  sister  states  against  Virginia,  al- 
though she  doubts  not  there  are  many  and  enlight- 
ened states  among  them  which  cherish  her  own 
principles  and  respect  her  decision. 

I trust,  therefore,  sir,  that  you  will  be  satisfied 
that  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  kindness  and  devo- 
tedness to  the  union,  which  you  have  so  properly 
invoked  will  continue  to  prevail  here,  since  no 
other  spirit  has  been  indulged  from  the  beginning. 
You  have  a guaranty  also  of  that  spirit  in  the  fact 
that,  all  hough  not  loud  and  frequent  in  professions, 
New  York  is  constant  in  work,  showing  her  attach- 
ment to  the  union.  Her  history  presents  no  in- 
stance in  which  she  has  questioned  its  value,  nor 
has  she  ever  indulged  speculations  concerning  that 
after  state  which  sometimes  engages  the  contem- 
plation of  those  whose  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
union  is  not  fully  settled.  You  have  a guaranty 
also  in  the  perseverance  with  which  New  York 
pursues  her  policy  of  increasing  her  communica- 
tions with  other  states,  and  the  determination  she 
manifests  to  render  equal  justice  to  them  all,  while 
she  protects  her  own  citizens  as  she  ought  upon 
principles  essential  to  her  own  sovereignty  and  that 
of  her  sister  states. 

I trust,  also,  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  it 
rests  with  Virginia  to  restore  harmony  between  her- 
self and  New  York,  if  indeed  that  harmony  has  been 
impaired,  which  New  York  is  not  yet  prepared  to 
admit.  New  York  maintains,  with  regard  to  Vir- 
ginia, the  same  attitude  and  relations  now  as  here- 
tofore. She  concedes  to  Virginia  all  she  has  ever 
yielded.  She  asks  of  her  nothing  Virginia  does 
not  herself  admit  to  be  constitutional  and  just,  and 
she  maintains  towards  her  the  same  attitude  and  re- 
lations that  she  maintains  towards  the  other  states 
of  the  confederacy.  If,  however,  it  be  not  the 
pleasure  of  Virginia  to  retain  her  ancient  attitude 
and  cherish  her  ancient  feelings  towards  New  York, 
I can  only  express  my  unavailing  regret  tor  a cir- 
cumstance so  unhappy  and  unfortunate. 

You  are  pleased  to  remark  that  this  state  is  pur- 
suing a course  calculated  to  render  her  teriitory  an 
asylum  for  felons  and  runaway  slaves.  Waiving  all 
exceptions  to  the  spirit  of  this  remark,  I trust  I 
may  be  permitted  to  reply,  first,  that  it  is  not  in- 
consistent with  the  most  careful  regard  to  the  public 
morals  to  grant  impunity  to  those  declared  innocent 
by  the  legal  tribunals  or  to  those  whose  conviction 
would  involve  no  offence  against  the  laws  neces- 
sary lor  the  preservation  of  a well  ordered  society, 
and  no  violation  of  abstract  rights,  is  ascertained 
from  the  system  of  jurisprudence  established  in  ci- 
vilized nations:  and  secondly,  that  the  experience 
of  the  people  of  this  state  ha3  proved,  at  least  to 
their  own  satisfaction,  that  neither  public  virtue  nor 
public  prosperity  has  received  any  injury  from  ex- 
tending, so  far  as  has  yet  been  done,  equal  justice  to 
every  class  and  every  race  of  men  within  our  limits. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  high  respect,  with  which 
I remain  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  hon.  John  M.  Patton,  lieat.  and  acting  governor 
of  Virginia,  or  his  successor  in  office. 
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FOURTH  LETTER  FROM  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  ESQ.  TO 
THE  HON.  JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Andalusia,  Bucks  county,  April  15,  1S4I. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Dover,  Delaware: 

My  dear  sir:  I yesterday  explained  to  you  how 
three  individuals,  whose  whole  interest  in  the  bank 
does  not  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty7  dollars, 
succeeded  in  forcing  themselves  into  a position 
where  they  controlled  the  fate  of  the  whole  thirty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  of  capital,  and  how  they  sa- 
crificed the  interests  of  the  real  stockholders  of  the 
bank  to  gratify  their  own  animosities  and  promote 
their  own  pecuniary  advantage.  I ought  to  add  that 
in  speaking  of  the  managers  of  the  Schuylkill  Na- 
vigation company  I meant  only  these  persons,  with- 
out including  the  rest,  none  of  whom  I knew,  ex- 
cept one,  a very  estimable  gentleman,  who  would 
never  join  in  so  unworthy  a project.  Their  exer- 
cise of  this  power  was  in  perfect  harmony  with  their 
mode  of  acquiring  it.  They  first  possessed  them- 
selves of  all  the  accounts  of  individuals,  and  after 
hesitating  how  many  of  them  could  exhibit  to  the 
public  gaze  without  too  much  offence  to  private  feel- 
ings they  seem  to  confine  themselves  to  such  only 
as  they  could  most  easily  render  odious.  Among 
these  I was  selected  under  the  itnpresssion  doubtless 
that  I could  be  made  to  appear  in  the  invidious  light 
of  a large  borrower  fioin  the  bank,  although  my 
account  was  entirely  like  that  of  any  private  citizen 
wholly  unconnected  with  it.  Still,  had  this  been 
done  with  any  ordinary  fairness,  (hough  I might 
have  thought  such  a proceeding  ungenerous  and  in- 
delicate, I would  not  have  complained — as  I have 
now  a right  to  do — that  since  my  private  concerns 
were  thus  paraded  before  the  country,  the  whole 
statement  of  them  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  is  a 
tissue  of  misrepresentations.  This  I shall  show  in  a 
few  words: 

My  account  as  stated  by  them  is  as  follows — 

NICHOLAS  BIDDLE. 

January  30,  1840 — his  note,  due  Febru- 
ary 2,  1842,  with  interest — being  for 
700  shares  Reading  rail  road  stock, 
purchased  of  the  bank  by  his  agent, 

Jan.  3,  1839, 

January  3,  1841 — his  note,  due  January 
6,  1842,  with  interest — originally  a 
debt  to  the  bank,  guaranteed  by  Mr. 

N.  Biddle,  and  never  assumed  by  him, 

Balance  of  loans  from  ‘’bills  receiva- 
ble,” 

$161,000 

SECURITIES. 

700  shares  Philadelphia  and  Reading  rail  road. 
4,000  shares  New  Castle  and  Frencbtown  trans- 
portation and  Reading  rail  road  company. 

Deed  to  Mr.  N.  Biddle  for  lands  in  Dauphin  coun- 
ty, but  not  conveyed  to  the  bank — consideration, 
$30,000. 

The  general  puipose  of  this  statement  was  to  show 
that  I had  borrowed  these  $161,000  from  the  bank, 
that  I still  owed  it  to  the  bank,  and,  as  it  is  put  among 
the  list  of  debts  from  the  officers  of  the  bank,  due 
and  not  paid,  and  in  jeopardy,  it  was  evidently  de- 
signed to  throw  over  it  the  same  shade.  That  is  the 
general  color  of  this  deception.  But  when  you  come 
to  particulars. 

1.  The  first  item  is  a purchase  by  me  of  a certain 
stock  belonging  to  the  bank,  which  the  bank  was 
anxious  to  sell,  and  which  it  sold  for  more  than  twice 
its  present  value.  The  transaction  was  wholly  fa- 
vorable to  the  bank,  and  desired  by  the  bank,  and 
certainly  I am  not  the  favored  party.  It  would 
doubtless  have  been  put  down  as  a common  debt  to 
the  bank  for  money  borrowed,  but  by  great  good 
luck,  as  it  happened  to  be  a purchase  of  this  unhap- 
py Reading  rail  road  stock,  the  pleasure  of  exhibit- 
ing that  guilt  was  too  great  for  suppression,  and  for 
that  reason  the  committee  gave  the  fact  which  en- 
ables me  to  show  that  instead  of  being  a borrower  I 
am  only  a purchaser — and  that  the  purchase  money 
will  not  be  due  till  January,  1842.  There  remained, 
however,  one  chance  of  perverting  this  transaction, 
too  tempting  to  be  omitted.  They  say  that  this 
stock  was  purchased  by  me  on  January  3d,  1839, 
but  in  January  1839, 1 was  the  president  of  the  bank, 
and  therefore  if  I bought  this  stock  at  that  time  1 
should  be  guilty  of  the  indelicacy  of  purchasing  the 
assets  of  the  bank  while  I was  at  the  head  of  it. 
Now  it  was  not  until  December — long  after  I had 
left  the  bank — when  I was  merely  a private  citizen, 
without  the  slightest  connection  with  the  bank  in 
the  transaction — that  I bought  this  3tock  of  a stock 
broker. 

That  this  is  the  first  misrepresentation. 

The  second  item  is  rather  worse — here  is  a sum 
of  $100,000  which  they  describe  as  “originally  a 
debt  to  the  bank  guaranteed  by  Mr.  N.  Biddle  and 


$31,500 

100,000 

29,500 


never  assumed  by  him,”  so  that  I am  made  to  ap- 
pear as  one  who  first  obtained  $100,000  from  tire 
bank  through  some  one  else  on  my  guarantee,  and 
after  I had  got  the  money  would  never  assume  the 
debt. 

Now  when  the  committee  made  this  statement 
they  had  before  them  my  own  note  payuble  January 
next,  with  ample  collateral  security , forming  as  good 
and  safe  a debt  as  any  in  the  bank  and  which  will  be 
certainly  paid  at  maturity.  That  is  the  second  mis- 
representation. 

Let  me  explain  how  such  a note  ever  came  there 
at  all. 

In  my  zeal  to  promote  objects  of  improvement,  I 
determined  some  years  ago  with  one  or  two  public 
spirited  gentlemen  that  there  should  be  made  a rail 
road  from  Philadelphia  lo  Baltimore.  A large  por- 
tion of  the  funds  was  borrowed  from  the  bank,  and 
w'ith  a view  to  ensure  its  completion,  I became  per- 
sonally the  gurantee  to  the  bank  for  the  safety  of 
about  $400,000  of  the  loan. 

Well,  the  road  is  now  finished — Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  are  both  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  it,  and 
the  whole  of  the  money  principal  and  interest  is  re- 
paid or  secured  to  the  bank.  Ol  tile  part  guarnteed  by 
me  all  has  been  paid  except  this  $100,000,  which  is 
not  due  till  January,  1S42. 

The  third  item  is  “balance  of  loans  from  bills  re- 
ceivable,” $29,500. 

This  is  designed  to  convey  the  impression  that 
having  borrowed  this  money,  for  its  security  I had 
left  a deed  for  some  land  which  I had  not  or  would 
not  convey  to  the  bank. 

Now  this  committee  had  before  them  a letter  from 
the  late  cashier  declaring  that  he  had  no  authority 
whatever  to  borrow  this  money  for  me,  they  knew  that 
at  the  time  this  sum  was  charged  to  me  I was  not 
even  aware  of  the  existence  of  his  loan — never  au- 
thorised it — and  never  knew  of  this  deed; — and  that 
the  matter  was  then  in  a course  of  negotiation  with 
the  bank. 

There  is  still  another  misrepresentation  far  more 
important. 

The  committee  say  that  “not  being  able  to  obtain 
satisfactory  information  upon  the  subject  of  those 
expenses  from  the  books  or  officers  of  the  bank,  ap- 
plication was  made  by  letter  to  Mr.  N.  Biddle  and 
Mr.  J.  Cowperth  waite,  from  whom  no  reply  has  been 
received. 

Now  contrast  this  with  the  truth. 

I myself  made  no  answer  because  I perceived  that 
the  letter  was  a ineie  pretext.  They  were  examin- 
ing all  my  affairs  without  giving  me  any  notice,  and 
this  letter  asking  information  as  to  one  insulated 
point  was  to  be  made  the  occasion  of  saying  that 
they  had  give  me  notice  on  the  only  point  in  which 
they  wanted  information.  But  Mr.  Cowperthwaite 
himself  called  on  the  writer  of  the  letter,  Mr.  Lip- 
pincott,  and  in  his  presence  drew  up  a wiitten  ac- 
count of  the  transaction  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Lippin- 
cott.  Mr.  Cowperthwaite  states  these  facts  in  a let- 
ter to  me  just  received,  of  which  an  extract  follows: 

“Failing  to  obtain  from  the  proper  officers  of  the 
bank  after  repeated  application,  permission  to  ex- 
amine the  vouchers  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  me  of  the  24th  ult.  I 
called  upon  that  .individual  and  expressed  my  anxie- 
ty to  give  to  the  committee  any  information  1 possessed 
on  that  or  any  other  subject,  stating  to  him  the  fact 
that  [ had  been  lefused  permission  to  see  these 
vouchers;  Mr.  Lippincott  informed  me  that  the  com- 
mittee had  also  been  precluded  from  seeing  the 
vouchers — I then  staled  to  him  what  my  recollection 
was  respecting  them,  he  requested  it  might  be  pul  down 
in  writing,  and  a short  memorandum  was  accordingly 
made.  Yours,  &c. 

“J.  COWPERTHWAITE.” 

Now  is  not  all  this  very  unfair?  Here  is  a com- 
mittee who  assume  to  examine  the  piivate  affairs  of 
every  man  who  for  twenty  years  has  had  any  deal- 
ings with  the  bank.  They  publish  garbled  state- 
ments of  his  accounts,  and  when  the  accused  goes 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  delivers  to 
him  a written  statement,  the  chairman  makes  the 
committee  deny  they  ever  received  any  communi- 
cation from  him  arid  turn  his  very  silence  into  a 
crime.  And  how  is  it  to  be  for  the  future!  It  was 
contemplated  to  publish  the  accounts  of  all  the  dea- 
lers with  the  bank,  but  they  say,  “it  has  been  thought 
best  not  to  publish  the  lists  in  detail  of  the  active 
and  suspended  debt.  The  injury  which  would  result 
to  the  credit  of  individuals  by  such  an  exposition 
might  ultimately  be  detrimental  lo  the  interests  of  the 
stockholders.” 

They  therefore  reserve  this  for  some  future  occa- 
sion, when  the  individual  may  be  made  to  suffer,  and 
still  be  able  to  pay  his  debt  to  the  bank,  and  in  the 
mean  time  they  may  publish  what  they  please  and 
just  as  much  as  they  please.  You  can  have  no  ac- 
cess to  the  papers  in  the  bank  to  explain  your  own 
transactions  there,  and  when  you  state  them  in  writ- 
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ing  to  the  leader  of  the  six,  he  denies  that  you 
ever  cave  him  any  information  about  them.  And 
who  shall  be  safe  that  every  week  may  not  produce 
some  fresh  stories  from  the  same  mint  till  the  public 
impatience  rises  to  crush  them. 

And  now  having  been  obliged  to  introduce  this 
subject  of  my  own  concerns,  I take  the  occasion  to 
mention  another  matter  which  I have  never  had  a tit 
opportunity  of  explaining,  and  I wish  to  place  it  on 
record  now  lest  the  same  charges  may  be  revived, 
when  I am  no  longer  here  to  defend  myself.  In  the 
war  against  the  bank  it  was  thought  a popular  topic 
to  reproach  me  with  favoritism — and  as  the  only 
plausible  object  of  it,  to  select  the  firm  of  Thomas 
Biddle  & Co.  distant  relatives  of  mine,  but  with 
whom  i do  not  think  I ever  had  any  pecuniary  trans- 
action. When  the  committee  of  congress  examined 
the  bank  in  1832,  their  attention  was  directed  to  a 
large  loan  to  this  house  of  Thomas  Biddle  & Co.  and 
an  eliort  was  made,  partly  political  and  part ly  per- 
sonal, to  show  that  I had  been  guilty  of  great  lavori 
tism  towards  people  who  were  represented  as  my 
relatives. 

That  question  was  therefore  thoroughly  examin- 
ed by  the  committee,  and  although  it  may  seem 
ostentatious,  I think  it  so  important,  that  I shall  put 
down  the  successive  answers  by  the  directors  and 
officers  as  they  were  summoned  to  give  their  testi - 
motiy. 

Fiist,  the  ex  cashier,  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson. 

When  Mr.  Biddle  came  in  as  president,  I of  my 
own  accord  and  from  the  same  considerations  em- 
ployed Mr.  Thomas  Biddle  again.  I mention  this 
in  justice  to  Mr.  N.  Biddle  and  from  a wish  to  be  un- 
dei  stood  that  it  was  through  me  that  Mr.  T.  Biddle 
was  employed  as  broker  of  the  bank.” 

And  again  in  answer  to  this  question  by  Mr. 
Adams: 

Do  you  know  of  any  preference  or  favor,  or  par- 
tiality, shewn  by  the  president  of  the  bank  to  Mr. 
T.  Biddie,  in  the  transactionsof  the  bank  with  him?” 
“Answer.  I do  riot.  When  the  sale  of  the  for- 
feited bank  stock  was  contemplated,  a committee  of 
the  directors  was  appointed  to  conduct  it,  and  Mr. 
Whitney  went  to  New  York  in  order  to  dispose  of 
it.  Such  an  operation  of  course  to  be  conducted 
with  secrecy.  He  made  sales  of  a large  portion  of 
it  through  the  primes;  Mr.  T.  Biddle  became  the 
purchaser.  He  held  the  stock  for  a long  time  at  a 
considerable  disadvantage,  and  was  not  aware  at  the 
time  he  purchased,  that  it  was  the  bank  that  was 
selling.  I mention  this  circumstance  to  show  there 
was  no  privily  or  connexion  between  Mr.  T.  Biddle 
and  the  president  of  the  bank.  It  was  a large  ope- 
ration, and  had  it  been  known  that  the  bank  was  sell- 
ing, the  price  would  of  course  have  fallen.  I inay  add 
the  commission  alone  on  such  a sale  would  have 
been  a great  object  if  Mr.  T.  Biddle  had  been  em- 
ployed as  the  agent  to  conduct  it.” 

Then  the  cashier,  Mr.  Mcllvaine,  in  answer  to  a 
question  by  Mr.  McDuffie: 

“I  have  never  seen  any  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  president  to  show  the  smallest  favor  to  the  house 
of  Thomas  Biddle  & Co.” 

And  in  answer  to  Mr.  Adams’  question: 

“Have  you  ever  known  the  president  to  manifest 
any  partiality,  or  evince  a disposition  to  grant  any 
special  favor  to  any  one  of  his  relatives  or  connec- 
tions.” 

He  answered: 

“I  have  not.  Whenever  the  bank  has  been  the 
purchaser  of  bills  of  exchange  from  Thomas  Biddle 
& Co.  the  president  always  appeared  to  make  the 
best  practicable  bargain  for  the  bank. 

Then  gen.Cad  walader,  to  a question  by  Mr.  Adams: 
“Have  you  ever  known  the  president  to  mani- 
fest any  partiality,  or  evince  a disposition  to  grant 
a special  favor  to  any  one  of  his  relatives  or  fi  iemls?” 
Answer — “I  have  not.  I will  however  mention 
two  or  three  instances  the  other  way.” 

He  then  mentions  the  sale  of  stock  described  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  above,  and  adds — 

“Another  circumstance  within  my  recollection  is 
an  application  which  was  made  by  Mr.  Charles  Bid- 
dle, the  brother  of  the  president,  for  a cashiership  in 
one  ot  the  western  offices.  Mr.  C.  Biddle’s  talents 
and  habits  of  business  might  be  supposed  to  have 
eminently  qualified  him  for  such  an  appointment. 
His  application  however  was  discouraged  by  the  pre- 
sident of  i he  bank.  Another  application  was  made 
by  Mr.  C.  Biddle  for  the  sol i c i tors h i p of  the  Nash- 
ville office.  The  president  of  the  bank  declined  re- 
commending him  to  the  board  ol  the  branch  for  that 
office — his  want  of  professional  experience  being 
suggested  by  the  president  as  a sufficient  objection. 
A few  years  ago,  I visited  St.  Louis  at  the  request 
of  the  board  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  as  to  the 
eligibility  of  that  place  for  the  establishment  of  a 
branch.  The  character,  talents  and  standing  of 
major  Thomas  Biddle,  a brother  of  the  president, 
seemed  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  intelligent  people 


of  the  place  to  point  to  him  for  the  presidency  ot  the 
office.  Being  apprehensive  however  that  the  pre- 
sident of  the  parent  bank  would  object  to  major 
Biddle  on  the  score  of  the  relationship,  I placed  next 
to  him  on  my  list  the  name  of  rol.  O’Fallon.  When 
the  office  was  afterwards  established,  and  the  board 
of  directors  were  to  be  appointed,  the  president  de- 
sired that  col.  O’Fallon  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  list,  and  it  was  so  arranged  by  the  committee 
on  the  offices.” 

And  again — 

“I  have  never  known  any  leaning  or  partiality  on 
the  part  ot  the  president  to  Mr.  T.  Biddle  or  his 
house.” 

To  Joseph  Cowperthwaite,  assistant  cashier,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  McDuffie’s  question — 

“Whether  you  have  ever  known  the  present  pre- 
siding officer  to  manifest  on  any  occasion  a disposi- 
tion to  grant  favors  to  the  house  ol  Thomas  Biddle 
& Co.  or  to  extend  to  them  any  facilities  not  con- 
ducive to  the  interest  of  the  bank.” 

He  says — “With  regard  to  loans  to  T.  Biddle  & 
Co.  in  1831,  they  were  frequently  the  subject  of 
discussion  before  the  exchange  committee,  and  it 
always  seemed  to  me  that  the  president  was  the 
least  anxious  on  the  subject.  He  was  anxious  that 
the  funds  of  the  bank  should  be  invested,  and 
spoke  in  that  eeneral  relation  at  the  meetings  of  the 
committee.  With  regard  to  the  partiality  to  which 
the  question  refers  I know  no  instance  whatever  of 
it.  My  own  impressions  have  always  been  that  the 
president  has  erred  in  being  too  scrupulous.” 

He  then  cites  the  above  case  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  adds — “When  I alluded  to  the  matter 
among  the  otlicers  of  the  bank,  1 received  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  done  in  order  to  avoid  any  im- 
putation or  partiality.” 

So  Mr.  Paul  Beck,  jr.  in  answer  to  the  question — 
“Have  you  ever  known  the  president  of  the  bank 
to  manifest  any  partiality  towards  Thomas  Biddle  & 
Co.  in  any  of  the  transactions  of  the  bank.” 

He  says— “No  never.  I have  seen  him  treat  them 
as  hard  as  any  body.  In  time  of  press,  broker’s  and 
auctioneer’s  paper  was  always  discounted  last  me- 
chanic’s and  trader’s  always  discounted  first.  I have 
very  often  seen  the  board  wilting  to  do  more  for  Mr. 
T.  Biddle  (f  Co.  than  the  president  would  allow.” 
Other  testimony  was  taken  till  the  committee  at 
length  came  to  this  resolution,  as  may  be  seen  in 
their  reports. 

“The  minority  of  the  committee,  [Messrs.  Adams, 
McDuffie  and  Watmough],  will  avail  themselves  of 
this  occasion  to  say  that  in  all  the  transactions  of 
the  bank  with  Thomas  Biddle  & Co.  and  Charles 
Biddle,  the  president  has  been  not  only  free  from 
the  slightest  imputation  of  partiality  or  favoritism, 
but  that  his  conduct  has  been  invariably  governed 
by  a nice  and  scrupulous  sense  of  delicacy  and  pro- 
priety, and  this  they  feel  authorised  to  say  is  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  committee.” 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed by  the  committee,  Messrs.  Clayton,  R.  M.  John- 
son, Thomas,  Cambreleng,  Adams,  McDuffie  and 
Watmough. 

Resolved,  That  the  charges  brought  against  the 
president  of  lending  money  to  Thomas  Biddle  & 
Co.  without  interest,  and  of  discounting  notes  for 
that  house  and  for  Charles  Biddle  without  I he  sanc- 
tion of  the  directors  are  without  foundation,  and  that 
there  does  not  exist  any  ground  for  charging  the 
president  with  having  shown  or  manifested  any  dis- 
position to  show,  any  partiality  to  these  individuals 
in  their  transactions  with  the  bank.” 

Still  the  question  remained,  how  did  this  loan 
come  into  the  bank?  Mr.  Cowperthwaite  in  the 
part  of  his  testimony  above  quoted,  shows  its  origin. 
“He,  (the  president),  was  anxious  that  the  funds  of 
the  bank  should  be  invested,  and  I distinctly  recol- 
lect hearing  one  or  two  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Cope 
particularly,  say  that  they  had  been  to  Thomas 
Biddle  & Co.  to  solicit  investments  of  that  sort.” 

But  it  remained  for  Mr.  Manuel  Eyre  to  explain 
the  whole,  which  he  did  in  the  following  statement 
which  I repeat  though  you  saw  it  in  yesterday’s 
letter: 

“The  board  of  directors  passed  resolutions  autho- 
rising the  exchange  committee  to  make  investments 
at  any  rate  of  interest  not  less  than  four  and  and  a 
half  per  cent.  As  chairman  of  that  committee  I 
called  upon  Messrs.  T.  Biddle  & Co.  several  times, 
and  requested  them  to  make  all  their  great  opera- 
tions with  us,  and  urged  them  to  lake  two  or  three 
millions  of  dollars  or  more  at  5 per  cent,  and  for  as 
long  a lime  as  they  wished.  They  were  not  willing 
to  take  the  loan  for  as  long  a time  as  the  committee 
wished,  but  reserved  the  right  of  paying  off  as  might 
suit  their  convenience.  The  committee  upon  un- 
doubted security  loaned  them  upwards  of  1,100,000 
dollars  at  5 per  cent. — which  loan  is  now  reduced 
as  your  committee  has  observed,  to  600,000  dollars, 
and  will  pay  an  in  terest  of  6 per  cent.  It  was 


thought  a very  advantageous  arrangement  to  obtain 
such  a large  investment  at  five  percent,  on  such  un- 
doubted security,  when  the  committee  were  authorised 
to  loan  at  four  and  a half  per  cent.  1 have  always 
regarded  this  operation  as  one  in  which  the  bank 
was  the  favored  party,  and  I think  it  may  be  safely 
and  truly  said  that  the  account  of  Messrs.  T.  Biddle 
Ik.  Co.  has  been  one  of  the  most  advantageous  ac- 
counts in  the  bank.  MANUEL  EYRE. 

Jlpril  5,  1832.” 

There  was  still  another  loan  of  $32,000  to  my 
brother,  Mr.  Charles  Biddle,  which  was  ascribed  to 
similar  favoritism.  As  the  loan  had  taken  place 
eight  years  before,  I had  no  traces  of  it  in  my  mind 
and  could  give  no  account  of  it,  and  there  the  mat- 
ter ended,  except  that  Mr.  Wilson,  the  cashier,  tes- 
tified that  the  loan  was  not  made  by  me  but  by  the 
board.  The  following  year  Mr.  Charles  Biddle  who 
had  been  long  absent,  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and 
he  then  mentioned  that  the  Bank  of  Philadelphia, 
of  which  he  was  then  a director,  happening  to  get 
into  some  temporary  embarrassment,  he  on  the  part 
of  the  bank  brought  these  notes  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  where  they  were  discounted  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  that  this 
statement  was  entirely  correct,  and  1 obtained  a 
letter  from  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  then  Quintin 
Campbell,  esq.  to  that  effect.  The  subject  was 
happily  introduced  by  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Cope  in  his 
speech  on  the  subject  of  banks  in  the  Pennsylvania 
convention.  “A  loan,”  says  he,  to  “Charles  Biddle 
has  likewise  been  the  subject  of  criticism.  It  is 
sufficient  for  me  to  §ay  in  relation  to  that  loan  that 
he  was  at  the  time  a director  in  one  of  our  city 
banks,  and  that  the  money  borrowed  was  for  the 
use  of  the  bank  at  a period  of  public  pressure — the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  all  times  willing  to 
render  necessary  assistance  to  any  of  the  other  state 
banks.” 

You  will  not  I am  sure  ascribe  to  me  the  idle 
vanity  of  making  a parade  of  these  things,  but  I re- 
cur to  them  now  because  the  very  same  subject  is 
brought  forward  by  this  committee,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  to  produce  greater  effect  from  being  par- 
tially veiled.  Thus  it  is  said  “one  firm  of  this 
city  received  accomodations  of  this  kind  between 
August  1835,  and  November  1837  to  the  extent  of 
$4,213,878  30,  more  than  half  of  which  was  ob- 
tained in  1837.”  The  suppression  of  the  names  is 
of  no  consequence  since  every  body  knows  that  it 
is  the  firm  of  Thomas  Biddle  &.  Co.  and  then  the 
natural  commentary  which  follows  is  that  there 
must  have  been  some  most  extraordinary  favori- 
tism on  my  part  towards  a house  bearing  my  own 
name.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I re-produce  these 
testimonials  to  prove  that  during  the  whole  time  I 
was  in  power  I never  exhibited  towards  this  house 
any  favoritism — that  I even  restrained  the  board, 
as  Mr  Paul  Beck  testifies,  from  giving  them  dis- 
counts, and  that  their  large  loans  did  not  come 
through  me  nor  by  me.  This  disposition  thus  prov- 
ed may  perhaps  serve  as  a general  answer  to  the  in- 
sinuation of  favoritism,  and  certainly  I am  not  aware 
of  having  in  the  slightest  degree  contributed  to  their 
loans.  What  I remember  is  this.  In  the  year  1837 
after  I came  from  New  York  where  there  had  been 
a vast  deal  of  commercial  distress,  it  seemed  just 
that  the  same  measures  of  relief  should  be  given  to 
our  own  city.  Now  there  was  two  large  establish- 
ments here  then  in  great  jeopardy.  One  was  the 
house  of  Messrs.  John  A.  Brown  & Co.  the  other 
Thomas  Biddle  & Co.  The  first  I took  in  hand 
myself,  making  tile  necessary  advances  to  carry 
them  through  their  troubles,  and  they  were  accord- 
ingly saved.  With  the  house  of  Thomas  Biddle  &. 
Co.  I would  not  interfere;  but  I requested  a com- 
mittee to  examine  their  allairs  and  if  they  thought 
it  expedient  to  carry  them  through,  I would  consent 
to  it.  They  did  so.  All  this  increase  of  loan  made 
in  1837,  was  a work  in  which  I had  no  part  in  what- 
ever any  more  than  in  the  original  loan  made  by 
Mr.  Eyre,  and  the  securities  offered  were,  I under- 
stand, very  substantial  then,  though  in  the  great  de- 
cline of  all  personal  property  they  may  now  be  in- 
adequate. Having  said  thus  much  concerning  these 
loans  I finally  close  this  subject. 

And  now  let  us  see  to  what  an  end  this  committee 
is  hurrying  the  bank.  If  they  had  been  stockhold- 
ers themselves,  if  they  had  consulted  the  interests 
of  the  stockholders,  their  course  was  perfectly  ob- 
vious. The  bank  had  had  quarrels  enough — what 
it  wanted  was  repose — it  needed  that  its  credit 
should  be  sustained  abroad,  and  that  at  home  it 
should  seek  favor  and  friendship  with  the  communi- 
ty and  the  government.  The  bank  might  have  been 
gradually  restored — its  capital  diminished  so  as  to 
enable  it  to  make  dividends  and  all  its  misfortunes 
gradually  repaired.  But  what  do  these  committee 
men?  They  villify  all  those  who  have  heretofoie 
managed  the  bank,  they  denounce  Mr.  Jaudon,  and 
they  describe  the  institution  as  one  not  entitled  to 
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confidence.  What  is  tfie  consequence?  They  have 
destroyed  Ihe  ability  of  Mr.  Jaudon  to  seive  the 
bank — they  have  so  completely  prostrated  the  credit 
of  the  bank  itself  that  it  will  be  scarcely  possible  to 
make  arrangements  lor  continuing  to  pay  its  interest 

in  Europe and  the  bank  has  no  means  of  Sending 

it  from  here,  so  that  ar  the  first  default  the  foreign 
creditor  may  be  tempted  to  sell  the  securities  he 
holds  at  any  price  and  come  upon  the  bank  for  ttie 
difference,  a claim  which  would  sweep  away  a large 
part  of  its  capital.  At  the  same  time  they  hare 
alienated  many  persons  who  were  able  and  willing 
to  serve  the  bank — they  have  rendered  it  odious,  and 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  will  either  cut  the 
bank  adrift  and  leave  it  to  its  fate — or  else  if  it  af- 
fords any  relief  will  do  it  only  on  condition  that  it 
will  give  up  its  independence  and  place  itself  at  the 
mercy  of  the  legislature,  so  that  its  charter  may  be 
at  any  time  repealed  without  assigning  a single  rea- 
son. 

Such  are  some  of  the  blessed  fruits  of  the  labors  of 
this  committee — ami  if  hereafter  the  bank  isdestroy- 
ed — if  its  whole  capital  is  exhausted  in  consequence 
of  the  discredit  now  thiown  upon  it  by  the  commit- 
tee  if  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  are  to  lose  the 

use  of  the  remaining  sixteen  millions  of  capital, 
which  Ihe  committee  say  is  yet  sate,  and  are  to  be 
forced  to  pay  up  their  debts,  let  the  stockholders  of 
the  bank  and  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  know  to 
whose  financial  ability  and  disinterestedness  their 
gratitude  is  due. 

After  such  brilliant  persons  every  thing  else  be- 
comes dull,  and  I will  only  add  how  sincerely  I am, 
Yours,  N.  BIDDLE. 

FIFTH  LETTER  FROM  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  ESQ.  TO 
THE  HON.  JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Andalusia ;,  Bucks  county , April  19,  1841. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Dover,  Delaware: 

My  dear  sir:  I shall  devote  an  hour  this  morn- 
ing to  a short  notice  of  the  attack  of  the  committee 
on  Samuel  Jaudon,  the  agent  of  the  bank  in  Lon- 
don. 

I defend  Jaudon,  I am  his  friend,  and  I deem  it 
my  duty  to  stand  up  for  an  absent  friend  when  lie 
is  assailed.  I have  long  known  him  and  esteemed 
him.  I know  few  men  who  unite  so  many  fine 
qualities.  He  has  won  the  confidence  of  men  of  all 
descriptions  in  Europe — and  he  has  used  that  repu- 
tation for  the  common  benefit  of  his  countrymen. 

How  many  of  them  can  bear  witness  to  the  zeal 
and  kindness  and  urbanity  with  which  he  has  as- 
sisted them — how  many  owe  to  him  the  success  of 
their  negotiations,  while  all  these  talents  he  has 
devoted  and  is  at  this  moment  devoting  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  bank.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  I 
had  a letter  from  him  expressing  his  anxiety  to  re- 
turn home,  but  that  he  could  not  leave  England  be- 
fore the  15th  of  April,  because  he  had  some  impor- 
tant negotiation  for  the  bank,  and  hoping  that  as 
the  publication  by  the  bank  in  January  had  produc- 
ed so  much  mischief,  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion would  not  make  things  worse  by  “ar.y  unne- 
cessary and  irritating  report. ” He  little  thought 
what  was  preparing  for  him.  To  see  such  a man 
denounced  and  vilified  by  those  profpssing  to  re- 
present the  institution  which  he  had  served  and 
saved — to  see  such  a man  stabbed  behind  his  back 
at  the  moment  when  lie  was  laboring  to  protect  the 
bank,  and  when  all  h S3  talents  and  character  were 
needed  in  its  service,  is  an  act  not  merely  of  injus- 
tice to  him,  but  of  insanity  as  respects  the  bank  it- 
self. Doubtless  he  will  hereafter  defend  himself — 
but  in  the  meantime  he  shall  not  want  my  aid,  in- 
competent though  it  be. 

Of  his  account  with  the  bank  I know  nothing 
and  never  did-  know  any  thing,  and  it  is  quite  pro- 
bable that  the  statement  of  it  made  by  the  commit- 
tee may  b-  just  as  inaccurate  as  that  they  have 
made  of  mine.  But  taking  it  all  for  granted  and 
believing  every  word  the  committee  have  stated 
about  it,  what  after  all  does  it  amount  to.  Let  us 
examine. 

1.  When  Mr.  Jaudon  was  sent  to  London  the 
“bank  paid  the  loss  on  the  sale  of  his  furniture 
$5,074.” 

And  why  not?  The  bank  wished  his  services  in 
England;  he  could  not  carry  his  funiture  with  him, 
and  as  he  had  to  sell  it,  was  it  not  natural  that  he 
ought  not  to  bear  the  loss.  Besides  when  he  went 
away,  nobody  could  tell  whether  he  would  make 
any  thing,  for  his  whole  compensation  was  contin- 
gent on  the  business  he  was  to  do  in  London  which, 
if  it  were  small  would  not  pay  his  expenses.  At 
any  rate  it  was  no  extortion  of  hi3.  “The  bank 
paid  the  loss,”  say  the  committee,  aa.d  if  Ihe  bank 
thought  proper  to  pay  it  was  that  bis  fault? 

2.  The  bank  paid  “the  passage  of  himself  and 
family  to  Jjondon  a further  sum  of  $1,015.” 

Well,  is  not  that  a very  common  thing  if  you 
send  an  agent  abroad  to  pay  his  passage  there? 


Besides  it  was  part  of  the  inducement  olfered  to  him 
to  go. 

3.  So  the  “expenses  of  the  agency  were  allowed 
him  including  a salary  ol  £1,000  to  his  brother 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Jaudon,  as  his  principal  clerk.” 

Well  what  of  that?  What  is  there  extraoidinarv 
in  allowing  office  rent  to  an  agent,  and  then  is  it 
not  pitiable  to  see  the  name  of  his  brother  thus  in- 
vidiously introduced.  Mr.  Jaudon  was  going  alone 
into  a world  of  strangers,  it  was  extremely  desira- 
ble to  make  him  independent  of  those  around  him — 
to  have  some  one  who  during  his  absence  would 
attend  to  his  engagements  on  account  of  the  bank; 
and  in  case  of  his  death,  take  charge  of  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  agency:  all  these  advantages  happened 
to  be  united  in  bis  own  brother,  which  was  deempd 
a fortunate  coincidence,  and  the  salary  of  a thousand 
pounds  for  a person  so  qualified  and  so  situated,  far 
from  being  extravagant,  was  much  below  what 
similar  services  are  paid  lor  in  London.  But  whe- 
ther it  was  or  was  not,  the  directors  made  the  al- 
lowance, and  of  course  Mr.  Jaudon  is  not  to  be  re- 
proached with  it. 

4.  For  his  services  the  committee  say  “he  was  to 
receive  1 1 1 e commission  therefore  charged  by  and 
allowed  to  Messrs.  Bating,  Brothers  & Co.  equal 
to  about  $28,000  per  annum,”  but  they  add,  “from 
the  increase  of  money  operations  arising  from  faci- 
lities afforded  by  the  agency,  the  amount  upon 
which  coinmi-sions  were  charged  was  greatly  aug- 
mented, so  that  the  sums  paid  him  for  his  ordinary 
services  up  to  January,  1841,  amounted  at  nine  per 
cent,  exchange  to  $178,044  47,  and  the  expenses 
of  the  agency  to  $35,166  99.” 

Well  be  it  so.  These  $35,166  99  of  expenses 
for  clerk  hire,  and  rooms,  &c.  during  these  three 
years  from  Jannary,  1838,  to  January,  1841,  would 
amount  to  $11,722  33  a year.  Deduct  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Jaudon,  just  exhibited  in  high  relief  $5,000, 
and  there  remains  $6,722  33  for  all  the  expenses  of 
rent  and  three  clerks  hire — and  stamps  and  postages 
and  every  sort  of  miscellaneous  service,  and  really 
it  dops  not  seein  so  very  enormous. 

But  after  all  it  did  not  give  Mr,  Jaudon  any  pro- 
fit— so  that  all  that  he  gained  were  these  $178,044 
47,  which  for  three  years  makes  an  annual  allow- 
ance of  $59,348  12.  The  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers 
& Co.  had  “abuiit  $28,000,”  but  as  the  rate  of  com- 
mission to  both  was  the  same,  if  the  increase  of 
money  operations  had  been  as  great  with  Baring, 
Brothers  Sc  Co.  as  with  Mr.  Jaudon,  they  would 
have  received  the  $59,348  12 — that  is  to  say,  you 
send  Mr.  Jaudon  to  London  agreeing  to  give  him 
what  your  former  agent  received.  If  you  do  little 
business  he  gets  little — if  much  he  gets  much — and 
when  he  is  there  you  of  your  own  accord,  without 
consulting  him  at  all,  make  “an  increase  of  money 
operations”  and  then  you  complain  of  him  because 
his  commissions  increase  in  proportion.  But  this 
is  not  all. 

When  the  protest  by  Messrs.  Hottinguer  & Co. 
had  nearly  prostrated  the  bank  he  went  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  saved  it  by  negociating  a loan,  and  the 
question  was  whether  this  being  a matter  entirely 
foreign  to  his  agency,  wholly  voluntary,  arid  of  in- 
finite service  to  the  bank,  lie  ought  not  to  receive 
the  same  commission  which  any  other  person  who 
did  the  business — and  no  other  person  could  have 
done  it  as  well  as  Mr.  Jaudon — would  have  charged 
as  a matter  of  course.  The  board  of  directors  de- 
cided that  he  should,  and  that  seems  to  remove  all 
reproach  from  Mr.  Jaudon  at  least. 

Like  most  prejudiced  persons,  moreover,  the  com- 
mittee look  only  on  one  side.  They  count  up  with 
great  care  the  sums  which  the  agency  cost — but 
they  do  not  count  up  what  it  saved.  Now  in  one 
single  item  the  presence  of  Mr.  Jaudon  saved  twice 
or  three  times,  perhaps  four  times  all  that  has  been 
paid  to  him. 

He  charged  nothing  for  making  sales  or  paying 
dividends — but  any  other  house  in  addition  to  what 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Jaudon,  would  have  charged  as  a 
matter  ol  course  a commission  of  one  percent,  on 
all  storks,  shares  and  other  liabilities  sold  by  the 
bank — and  this  commission  alone  would  have  far 
exceeded  all  the  commissions  and  expenses  of  the 
agency.  In  these  very  sales  moreover  the  exertion 
of  Mr.  Jaudon  must  have  saved  a large  sum,  as  no 
house  occupied  with  its  own  affairs  could  be  pre- 
sumed to  manageit  as  well — and  a trifling  difference 
of  one  or  two  per  cent,  in  the  negotiation  of  these 
large  amounts  would  defray  all  his  expenses  and 
commissions. 

And  now  we  come  to  what  I consider  the  most 
disengenuous,  or  even  part  ofthis  report. 

I beg  you  to  understand  that  my  defence  of  my 
friend  Jaudon  is  not  indiscriminate.  I do  not  pro- 
fess to  be  blind  to  the  errors  of  my  friends.  I am 
much  more  proud  of  esteeming  them  in  spite  of 
their  faults.  Now  I think  he  committed  a great 
mistake  in  suffering  himself  lo  borrow’ so  much 


from  the  bank.  Officers  ol  banks  ought  not  to  be 
borrowers  at  all — never  large  borrowers.  But  then 
there  was  in  this  case  apology  for  it.  The  bank 
was  bringing  borne  and  investing  ils  means  in 
stocks,  and  as  these  stock  loans  go  exclusively  on 
the  credit  of  the  stock  w ithout  much  regard  to  the 
personal  responsibility,  it  was  supposed  not  lo  be 
of  much  impoitance  who  were  tile  real  borrowers — 
the  stock  itself  being  sufficient  to  secure  the  bank. 

Accordingly  my  impression  is  that  when  the 
committee  ol  exchange  went  into  these  stork  in- 
vestments they  were  rather  inclined  than  not  to  let 
these  officers  who  had  been  laboring  hard  get  some 
benefit  if  there  was  to  be  any  from  the  rise  of  stocks; 
and  so  it  went  on  by  degrees  until  the  loans  became 
too  laige  and  the  stocks  declined  in  value.  All 
this  I have  since  learned  at  second  hand,  rather 
than  from  any  personal  knowledge  from  the  com- 
mittees, lor  1 was  then  occupied  by  the  general 
movement  of  the  concentration  in  Pennsylvania  and 
left  to  the  committee  the  details.  Iftoohewas 
mistaken  in  his  estimate  of  stocks  it  was  an  error 
shared  by  so  many  that  its  very  universality  might 
extenuate  it.  Have  not  the  shrewdest  men — the 
closest  men  been  deceived  about  stocks — is  there 
any  man  in  t tie  country  whose  personal  estate  is 
worth  half — nay  one-third  what  it.  was  three  years 
ago?  When  therefore  I see  that  the  first  item  in 
Mr.  Jatidon’s  account  reads — 

July  1,  1837.  For  Role  payable  on  de- 
mand previous  loans  of  1835  and  ’36 
included  $408,389  26 

I think  I see  the  cause  of  these  loans  and  the 
misfortunes  growing  out  of  the  facilities  of  procur- 
ing loans  at  that  period.  It  is  easy  now  for  men — 
wise  after  the  fact — to  descant  upon  these  impru- 
dences; but  they  were  safest  who  had  no  means  of 
committing  them.  But  this  committee  of  investi- 
gation shall  have  the  full  benefit  of  their  discoveries. 
They  say  that  “when  he  resigned  the  situation  of 
cashier  and  was  appointed  foreign  agent  he  was  in 
debt  $408,389  25.”  But  in  the  appendix  Ihe  case 
is  still  stronger  against  him — for  alter  he  went 
away,  some  “instalments  on  various  stocks”  and 
other  things  brought  up  the  whole  of  his  account  to 
the  sum  of  $510,068  66 — not  exactly  that  balance 
at  any  one  time — but  that  was  the  debit  side  of  the 
account  up  to  January,  1840.  That  is  a tact. 
While  actually  so  in  debt  there  is  paid  to  him  by 
this  very  bank,  for  services  and  expenses  $335,937 
39.  That  also  is  a fact.  Then  again  it  is  stated 
that  “the  first  instance  in  which  an  officer  paid  his 
debt  to  the  bank  in  other  than  money  which  the 
committee  can  find,  was  in  March,  1838,  when  Mr. 
Samuel  Jaudon  (then  in  London  as  the  agent  of  the 
bank  ),  two  other  persons,  paid  a debt  of  $269,500,” 
in  certain  stocks,  of  which  Mr.  Jaudon’s  third  was 
$86,500. 

But  this  the  bank  received  voluntarily  in  Mr. 
Jaudon’s  absence,  without  bis  knowledge,  and  only 
because  he  was  connected  with  others  with  whom 
the  bank  was  making  settlements,  and  included 
him  with  them.  So  states  his  brother,  Mr.  A G. 
Jaudon,  in  his  letter  to  the  stockholders,  and  so  the 
account  of  the  committee  itself  shows.  Now  here 
are  the  facts,  “we  have  given,”  says  the  committee, 
“the  simple  facts  without  comment.”  But  nine 
times  out  of  ten  these  simple  facts  without  comment 
are  made  to  tell  the  greatest  falsehoods.  Facts  are 
not  truth — they  are  only  the  materials  of  truth — and 
their  value,  nay,  their  very  meaning  depends  on  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  presented.  Forty-nine 
facts  may  make  a falsehood  until  the  fiftieth  fact 
makes  truth  of  the  whole,  ami  quite  as  much  de- 
ception is  produced  by  misplacing  facts  as  by  total 
fiction.  The  case  of  Mr.  Jaudon  is  a remarkable 
instance  ofthis,  for  here  are  a parcel  of  statements 
called  facts,  and  I suppose  they  are  facts,  but  they 
are  so  scattered  and  separated  that  the  great  truth 
which  they  contain  is  studiously  hidden,  and  while 
these  facts  as  stated  by  the  committee  are  intended 
to  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  Mr.  Jaudon,  when 
you  put  these  very  facts  in  their  proper  places  they 
reflect  great  credit  upon  him.  For  instance — 

You  say,  in  page  49,  that  Mr.  Jaudon’s 

account  was  at  one  time  as  high  as  $510,000 
You  say,  in  page  16,  that  it  is  now,  Dec. 

1840, 


You  perceive  that  he  paid  oft’ 

Ol  this  amount  the  only  sum  that  was 
paid  ill  stocks  was  (at  page  17) 

Leaving  what  he  actually  paid  in  cash 
the  sum  of 

But  (in  page  13)  yon  complain  that  he 
received  for  services  the  enormous 
amount  of 

Well  then  his  receipts  exceeded  his  re- 
payments only 


117.000 

393.000 
86,000 
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Do  you  not  begin  to  perceive  that  after  deduct- 
ing for  hic  rvr>  "',c r.c  ft  "ro  11(111  fin  f),,e  pair/  fa 

Me  bunk  every  dolt  r-  h ■ has  received  fioin.it.  Bo 

you  not  see  th'd  hi  h been  wi  king  out  his  debt  to 

the  bunk  by  valuable  services — services  ichiclt  hr  per- 
formed id  much  less  cost  than  any  foreign  merchant 
would  have  charged — and  that  every  dollar  the  bank 
has  allowed  him  has  gone  to  pay  up  this  old  debt. 
Does  not  every  body  see  that  this  gives  an  entirely 
new  aspect  to  the  whole  question— for  after  all 
what  other  debtor  of  the  bank  has  paid  so  much  or 
so  well  during  that  time? 

I doubt  w hether  there  is  one  single  man  whohas 
paid  in  anything  like  the  same  proportion  of  his 
debt — $'333,000  paid  and  the  remaining  $117,000 
perfectly  well  secured  and  in  a course  of  reduction. 
If  he  has  been  an  imprudent  borrower  he  has  cer- 
tainly been  a prompt  and  large  payer — and  he  has 
nobly  struggled  to  repair  the  consequences  of  his 
indiscretion  in  purchasing  stocks  which  have  since 
depreciated. 

If  this  denunciation  of  him  has  been  unjust  in 
itself — it  seems  little  less  than  madness  as  regards 
the  bank.  He  has  long  been  (he  confidential  agent 
of  the  bank.  His  character  is  identified  with  it, 
his  talents  necessary  to  it,  and  yet  in  the  midst  of 
its  embarrassments,  at  the  very  moment  when  he 
was  most  needed,  it  sends  to  Europe  a public  de- 
nunciation of  him,  which  whatever  mischief  it 
may  do  to  him  recoils  tenfold  on  the  bank. 

The  whole  case  then  of  Mr.  Jaudon  seems  to  be 
simply  this.  He  owed  a large  sum  of  money  to 
the  batik — the  bank  employed  him  in  a most  im- 
portant service  and  gave  him  a liberal  compensa- 
tion— all  of  which  he  returned  to  the  bank  in  pay- 
ment of  his  debt.  His  conduct  in  that  respect 
seems  to  be  rattier  very  uncommon  than  very  atro- 
cious. With  great  respect,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE. 


SIXTH  LETTER  FROM  NICHOLliS  BIDDLE,  ESQ.  TO 
THE  HON.  JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Andalusia,  Bucks  county.  April  25,  1S41. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Dover,  Delaware. 

My  dear  sir:  i am  going  to  tell  you,  this  morn- 
ing, a very  strange  and  true  history  about  this  com- 
mittee. 

At  the  close  of  their  report,  ttiey  say:  “It  must  be 
also  mentioned  that  among  the  expenditures  of  the 
bank  there  is  entered  at  various  dates  commencing 
May  5th,  1836,  sums  amounting  in  all  to  $618,040 
15,  as  paid  on  the  receipts  of  Mr.  N.  Biddle  and  J. 
Cowperthwaite”  and  “cashier’s  vouchets.”  As  the 
committee  were  unable  to  obtain  satisfactory  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject  of  these  expenses  from  the 
books  or  officers  of  the  bank — application  w as  made 
by  letter  to  Mr.  N.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Cowperthwaite, 
from  whom  no  reply  has  been  received.” 

On  reading  this  no  one  could  fail  to  understand 
that  here  were  618,000  dollars,  which  I had  obtained 
from  the  bank,  and  on  being  questioned  about  it  had 
declined  giving  any  answer,  iroin  which  the  natural 
inference  was  that  these  funds  were  never  accounted 
for.  This  is  evidently  what  the  committee  intended 
to  be  understood — this  is  what  every  body  does  un- 
deistand. 

Now  what  I am  about  to  say  is  so  incredible  that 
I would  not  say  it  unless  I could  cleaily  prove  it. 
It  is 

First,  That  at  the  moment  of  charging  me  with 
these  6 18,000  dollars,  the  committee  knew  perfectly 
well,  dial  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
that  sum,  had  been  expended  since  1 left  the  bank — 
and 

Second.  That  the  remainder  had  been  regularly 
passed  by  Ihe  board  of  directors  on  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  which  the  chairman,  Joshua  Lippin- 
cott,  was  tlie  identical  Joshua  Lippincott,  chairman 
of  this  very  committee  ol  investigation. 

You  are  surprised  at  this.  You  will  be  shocked 
when  y ou  see  the  proofs  of  it. 

1.  In  this  sum  of  618,000  dollars,  are  included 
two  sums,  one  of  $181,000 

and  the  other  99,000 

Making  $280,000 

The  first  of  these  sums  was  passed  to  t tie  profit 
and  loss  account  on  the  6th  of  J anuary,  1840,  on  the 
same  vouchers  described  in  the  report — and  it  was 
so  passed  on  the  lecominendation  ol  the  dividend 
committee  of  the  following  directois: 

Messrs.  Newkirk,  Cope,  Bohlen,  Price,  Cabot. 

The  second  was  passed  in  like  manner  to  the  pro- 
fit and  loss  account  on  the  6th  of  July,  1840,  on  the 
report  of  a dividend  committee  consisting  of 

Messrs.  Eyre,  Taylor,  Martin,  Nett,  Connell. 

You  natuially  ask,  is  it  possible  that  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  could  have  known  this  lact.  I 


answer,  not  only  did  they  certainly  know  it,  but  it  is 

impossible  *hat  they  should,  not  know  it  T'-e  „ 
page  which  contains  the  account  of  these  ex  pens'  s 
up  to  a certain  period,  continued  it  down  to  tin-  la 

lest  period.  It  is  one  continuous  .ist  oi  txp  us,  , 
and  he  who  could  see  t he  expendituies  during  my 
time  must  unavoidedly  see  those  since  lhat  time. 

But  this  knowledge  shall  be  brought  directly 
home  to  them. 

Take  for  instance  the  sum  of  $99,000.  On  the 
16th  March,  1841,  the  committee  of  investigation 
wrote  to  th  e piesident  of  the  bank  asking  him  for  in- 
formation, among  other  things,  about  that  specific 
sum , covered  by  the  vouchers  of  A.  Lardrier,  cash’r. 

The  president  answered  in  writing  that  that  sum  of 
99,000  dollars  was  disbursed  under  the  direction  of  a 
committee  of  ihe  board  of  directors  appointed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1840. 

This  committee  then  had  Ihe  minutes  of  the  bank 
before  them — they  read  the  resolution — they  saw 
the  names  of  the  committee  of  directors  who  had 
disbursed  the  money — they  were  all  directors  of  the 
bank  at  the  very  moment  when  this  committee  were 
making  their  investigation — they  were  almost  daily 
under  the  same  roof — and  yet  knowing  all  this,  Ihe 
committee  never  say  one  single  word  to  these  direc- 
tors—they  never  say  one  single  word  of  them — but 
they  suppress  all  these  circumstances  and  throw  the 
whole  odium  of  these  identical  $99,000  upon  me 
who  had  left  the  bank  fifteen  months  before. 

Look  near  at  the  injustice  of  this  conduct. 

They  say  that  they  could  get  no  “ satisfactory  in- 
formation from  the  officers  of  the  bank.”  Why,  was 
not  Mr.  Dunlap,  the  president,  an  officer  of  the  bank, 
and  did  he  not  in  writing  apprise  them  that  this  mo- 
ney was  disbursed  by  the  committee  of  directors ? — 
Was  not  tli at  information? 

Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  the  cashier,  went  to  the  chair- 
man of  this  committee  if  investigation,  and  gave  him  a 
written  explanation  of  what  relates  to  him.  Was  not 
this  iifoi  malion? 

“I  called,”  says  he,  “upon  Mr.  Lippincott  and 
expressed  my  anxiety  to  give  to  the  committee  any  in- 
formation 1 possessed  on  that  or  any  other  subject, 
stating  to  him  the  fact  that  I had  been  refused  per- 
mission to  see  these  vouchers — l then  stated  to  him 
what  my  recollection  was  respecting  them,  he  request 
ed  it  might  be  put  down  in  writing,  and  a short  me- 
morandum was  accordingly  made.” 

They  saw  the  minutes  of  Ihe  bank  where  this 
committee  of  directors  was  appointed  who,  they 
were  assured  by  llife  piesident  of  die  bank,  made 
these  disbursements.  Was  not  that  information ? — 
Aie  not  the  minutes  books? 

Yet  in  defiance  ot  all  this  they  declare  that  they 
were  “not  able  to  obtain  satisfactory  information 
upon  the  subject  of  these  expenses,  from  the  books 
or  officers  of  the  bank.” 

In  the  same  way  with  regard  to  the  $180,000 
charged  in  January,  1840.  They  saw  the  names,  the 
dates,  the  sums  If  they  were  in  Mr.  Cowperth- 
waite’s  time,  he  had  gone  to  ihe  chairman  and  offered 
the  explanation — it  they  were  since  Mr.  Cowperth- 
waite’s  time,  Mr.  Dunlap  had  explained  to  them  that 
this  committee  of  directors  were  the  persons  to  apply 
to.  But  this  committee  would  do  nothing.  They 
did  not  ask  the  committee  ol  directors;  they  would 
not  listen  to  Mr.  Cowperthwaite.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, at  least,  was  perfectly  certain,  that,  whoever 
made  these  disbursements,  I could  by  no  possibility 
have  had  any  thing  to  do  with  them.  And  vet  the}' 
fasten  ihe  whole  on  me,  and  make  every  one  believe 
that  these  expenses  were  inclined  hy  me.  Observe 
too  the  artifice  by  which  this  conclusion  is  made  to 
be  believed.  “Among  the  expenditures  of  the 
bank,”  say  the  committee,  “there  is  entered  at  va- 
rious dates,  commencing  May  5,  1836,  sums  amount- 
ing in  all,  ike.  & c.  Commencing  May  5,  1836,  but 
they  do  not  say  where  ending.  That  important  fact 
is  studiously  hidden,  because  it  would  have  been 
seen  at  once  where  my  responsibility  ended,  and 
that  these  $280,600  were  disbursed  alter  1 lelt  the 
bank. 

You  see,  then,  that  this  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, knowing  perfectly  well  that  these  $280,000 
could  by  no  nossibility  be  imputed  to  me,  have  de- 
ceived the  stockholders  into  the  belief  that  1 had  re- 
ceived the  money. 

You  see  again  that  this  committee  declare  that 
they  could  get  rio  inlonnatiou  from  the  books  and 
officers  of  the  bank,  when  the  books  with  the  facts 
weie  before  them,  and  both  Mr.  Dunlap  and  Mr. 
Cowperthwaite  had  given  ihe  information  in  writing. 

You  are  astonished  at  ail  this.  Be  more  astonish- 
ed at  what  follows.  in  all  these  various  disburse- 
ments for  the  service  of  the  bank  my  agency  was  one 
rattier  of  form  than  of  substance.  When  necessary 
for  any  purpose,  some  committee,  or  some  duly  au- 
thorised person  made  the  disbursement,  and  the 


vouchers  to  nass  the  account  were  signed  by  myself 

lihmi'  of  coi'"**  reeeiving,  or  indeed  ha-  :og  -■  v 


d,sbui.-ed  That  lor  instance  k-  ' . 

sum  of  $99,000,  the  casliiei  giving  tn»  v‘  K 
the  committee  giving  their  authority  in  ►..'•'log, 
though  it  was  more  commonly  done  by  verbal  in- 
struction; as  in  tne  case  of  discounts  by  the  commit- 
tees. Of  course  after  a lapse  of  years  an  officer 
would  find  it  difficult  to  recall  what  was  the  object 
of  any  particular  disbursement,  or  after  many 
changes  in  the  board  of  directors  to  show  any  writ- 
ten authority  or  receipt  from  any  committee;  but 
still  this  confidence  in  verbal  orders  is  so  natural  on 
the  part  of  those  engaged  together  daily  jn  a great 
multiplicity  of  transactions,  that  written  orders  and 
instructions  are  not  habitual.  Knowing  little  of  the 
details  of  these  disbursements,  my  confidence  was 
that  all  of  them  would  pass  through  some  revision 
by  a competent  committee  belore  they  were  finally 
disposed  of. 

Accordingly,  w ith  regard  to  these  identical  dis- 
bursements, made  during  my  administration,  the 
whole  ol  them  were  duly  examined,  reported  upon  by 
a.  committee  and  confirmed  by  Ihe  board  before  I left 
the  bank,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  so  report- 
ing them,  being  the  same  individual  who  is  now 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

On  the  2d  July,  1338,  the  dividend  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Lippincott,  (chairman),  Wain, 
Cabot,  Lewis  and  Vanderketnp,  made  their  report. 

They  presented  the  profit  and  loss  account,  in 
which  the  leading  item  was — 

1838.  DR. 

July  2.  To  bonus  and  permanent 
expenses,  $3,510,694  39 

This  consisted  of  two  items — 

The  bonus,  $2,822,622  30 

And  the  permanent 
expenses,  688,031  99 


Making  exactly  the  $3,510,694  39 

The  committee  say  that  “the  amount  of  profits 
arising  from  discounts, exchange,  interest  and  other 
sources  during  the  last  six  months  is  $1,992,202  02. 
Deducting  from  this  sum  all  Ihe  expenses  and  charges 
of  the  institution  for  the  same  period  amounting 
to  $492,758  55,  the  nett  profits  will  amount  to 
$1,479,443  47.”  So  much  for  the  current  expenses. 
Now  for  the  permanent  expenses.  After  giving 
some  details  of  the  busines  of  the  bank,  the  com- 
mittee proceeds:  “These  sums,  together  with, 

$5,255,972  92,  the  balance  remaining  to  Ihe  credit 
of  profit  and  loss  as  reported  by  tire  last  dividend 
committee,  form  an  aggregate  of  $7,727,332  08. 
Against  which  there  are  now  charged  the  bonus  paid 
for  the  charter,  and  the  permanent  expenses  of  the  bank, 
amounting  together  to  $3,510,694  29,  leaving  a 
balance  of  nett  profits  ol  $4,216,687  80  ” And 
having  so  settled^it,  the  committee  projrose — “That 
a dividend  of  four  per  cent,  be  now  declared  on  the 
capital  stock  of  this  bank. 

Signed,  JOSHUA  LIPPENCOTT, 

Chairman  of  the  dividend  committee.” 

Here  then  is  the  report  of  the  dividend  committee, 
who  before  making  the  dividend  are  of  course  to 
examine  the  expenditures.  Those  merely  current 
they  deduct  at  once  from  the  current  profits — those 
not  arising  from  current  expenditures — and  to  be 
gradually  spread  like  the  bonus  over  Ihe  whole  sur- 
face of  the  charter,  are  put  with  the  bonus  and  form 
an  item  of  profit  and  loss.  Mr.  Lippincott  and  the 
dividend  committee  report  both — they  have  of 
course  examined  both,  and  recommend  to  t he  board 
what  to  do  with  both.  The  board  adopts  the  re- 
port— charging  ttie  current  expenses  against  the 
current  profits — and  charging  to  profit  and  loss  Ihe 
expenses  of  a more  durable  character  under  the 
head  of  permanent  expenses. 

Remark  the  phraseology — “against  which  are  now 
charged” — that  is,  for  the  first  time  charged.  These 
disbursements  were  recorded  as  “permanent  ex- 
penses,” on  a book  called  the  “state  of  the  bank,” 
which  was  on  the  table  of  the  directors  every  day 
they  met.  And  now  the  dividend  committee  for  the 
first  time  tiansferred  them  to  the  profit  and  loss  ac- 
count. 

It  is  this  very  transfer — this  change  of  place — this 
handling  these  accounts  and  vouchers,  which  proves 
(hat  the  dividend  committee  with  Mr.  Lippincott  at 
their  head,  had  examined  them  and  assigned  to  them 
a new  place.  That  he  and  the  committee  should 
not  have  examined  all  these  expenses  with  their 
vouchers  is  incredible — and  what  makes  the  case 
much  stronger  is  that  at  that  very  time  Ire  was  ac- 
tually chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of 
the  bank,  in  w hich  other  capacity  it  was  made  his 
duty  to  examine  these  vouchers  and  expenses. 
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Now  this  sum  of  $688,031  99  thus  charged  by 
the  board  to  nr  tit  and  loss,  contained  all  the  ex 
oouditnres  made  during  my  administration  included 
in  this  sum  of  $618,000  . 

I repeat  therefore  what  I began  by  asserting  that 
the  committee  knew  perfectly  well  that  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  these  expenses  which 
they  ascribe  to  me,  were  made  since  I left  the  bank, 
and  that  the  remainder  was  charged  to  profit  and  loss 
by  the  board  of  directors  on  the  recommendation  ot 
this  very  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion himself. 

And  now  my  dear  sir,  let  me  ask,  did  you  ever 
hear  of  any  thing  like  this  on  the  face  of  the  earth — 
any  thing  so  ungenerous — so  unfair — so  unjust. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  N.  BIDDLE. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[continued  from  page  143.] 

In  senuie,  Friday , January  22,  1841. 

The  pre-emption  bill  being  under  consideration, 
and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Crittenden’s  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  with  instructions  to  amend  it  by  allowing 
to  actual  bona  tided  settlers  on  the  public  lands  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  any  quantity  not  exceeding 
320  acres,  and  to  restrict  this  right  to  actual  settlers 
whose  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  $1,000, 
and  also  to  make  provision  for  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
states  of  the  union — 

Mr.  Buchanan  addressed  the  senate  in  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Crittenden  on  the  day  pre- 
vious. 

He  was  sorry,  he  said,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Critten- 
den), had  rendered  it  necessary  lor  him  again  to 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  senate,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  to  answer  one  or  two  of  the  questions  pro- 
pounded to  him;  although  he  felt  that  the  condition 
of  his  bodily  health  was  such  that  he  should  gladly 
be  excused. 

And,  first,  (said  Mr.  B.)  permit  me  to  observe 
that,  although  the  senator  in  a very  frank  manner 
disclaimed  any  intention  to  impute  to  me  the  hav- 
ing sneered  at  log  cabins,  or  spoken  in  disparage- 
ment of  the  judgment  recently  expressed  by  the 
people,  all  such  imputations,  if  made  from  any 
quarter,  are  totally  without  foundation.  I came  to 
congress  this  session  in  the  expectation  that  it  would 
be  a business  session;  that  the  political  agitations 
which  have  convulsed  the  country  would  be  suffer- 
ed to  subside;  and  that,  instead  ot  having  the  public 
councils  interiupted  and  disturbed  by  parly  dis- 
putes, we  should  address  ourselves  to  bringing  up 
the  arrears  of  the  public  business.  If  this  senate 
has  been  converted  into  a polical  arena,  I,  at  least, 
have  not  been  the  cause.  I have  scarcely  opened 
my  lips  since  the  session  began,  and  never  unless 
in  necessary  self-defence. 

I have  another  reason  for  desiring  to  abstain  from 
taking  part  in  this  debate.  I know  that  this  ques- 
tion ot  distribution  has  been  recently  belore  the  le- 
gislature of  my  own  state,  for  whose  decisions  1 
shall  ever  entertain  and  express  the  utmost  respect. 
I am  not  one  who,  after  the  sunshine  of  prosperity 
is  past,  is  going  to  shrink  from  the  succeeding 
storm  My  opinions  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  in- 
structions shall  never  be  departed  from  in  the  hour 
of  apparent  gloom  and  adversity.  I have  forborne 
from  entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  great  sub- 
ject of  the  management  of  the  public  domain.  I 
have  the  strongest  opinion  in  favor  of  the  general 
doctrine  of  pre-emption:  nor  had  I the  remotest  idea 
that  it  would  have  been  the  subject  of  instruction 
in  my  legislature.  I am  glad  to  find  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  himself  in  iavorof  the  general  prin- 
ple  of  pre-emption,  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  that,  if 
ever  the  project  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  shall  become  a law,  (as  I dis- 
tinctly foresee  that  it  will),  a provision  in  favor  of 
pre-emption  will  be  inserted  and  made  a part  of  it. 
I am  willing  to  await  the  event.  I will  wait  till 
general  Harrison  is  in  power,  and  then  I will  judge 
the  tree  by  its  fruits.  But  I am  compelled  in  can- 
dor to  say — and  I am  sorry  to  say  it — that  if  the 
new  president  shall  agree  with  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  on  one  subject,  he  will  esteem  that  as 
the  greatest  public  good  which  I esteem  the  greatest 
of  evils,  viz:  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 
I shall  not  now  enter  on  that  subject  further  than 
to  say  that,  financially  considered,  at  this  period  of 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  resume  specie 
payments,  the  establishment  of  a new  national  bank 
must  enevitably  ruin  or  cripple  all  the  state  institu- 
tions which  have  got  capital,  or  must  create  a na- 
tional debt  to  sustain  it.  But  enough  of  that. 

Let  me  now  come  back  to  my  proposed  task; 
which  is  briefly,  aud  very  humbly,  to  show  that  the 


charge  of  extravagance  advanced  by  the  senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  against  the 
existing  administration  is  not  well  lounded.  The 
senate  will  judge  between  us. 

In  May,  1840,  a report  was  made  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  which  concluded  by  stat- 
ing that  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  ordinary  and 
regular  expenditure  of  the  government  during  the 
whole  period  between  1824  and  1839,  both  in- 
clusive, has  averaged  but  thirteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. By  the  ordinary  and  regular  expenditures  I 
mean  those  of  the  civil  list  and  of  the  army  and 
navy — all  this  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  government 
in  peace.  Of  that  amount  I have  heard  none  com- 
plain. The  national  expenditure  from  1824  to  1839 
had  risen  from  seven  to  thirteen  millions;  and  the 
cause  of  this  increase  is  as  palpable  as  day.  Since 
1824  we  have  admitted  new  states — we  have  in- 
creased our  army  and  our  navy — we  have  erected 
new  territories — and  all  the  expenses  of  congress 
have  enormously  increased.  Gentlemen  might  as 
well  attempt  to  say  that  the  little  garment  of  the 
child  of  eight  or  ten  years,  which  is  sufficient  to 
protect  him  from  the  winds  and  suns  and  rains  of 
heaven,  must  be  sufficient  for  the  same  child  when 
risen  up  into  a full-grown  man,  as  to  argue  that  the 
expenditures  which  were  adequate  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  government  twenty  years  ago  shall  not  in- 
crease with  (he  growth  of  the  nation  to  the  present 
hour.  Now,  as  to  expenditures  of  the  class  I have 
mentioned,  nothing  has  been,  or,  as  I apprehend, 
can  be  said.  The  complaint  does  not  apply  to  these 
ordinary  and  necessary  expenditures  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  administration,  but  to  extraordinary  expen- 
ditures only.  And  1 am  happy — I congratulate  my- 
self— I congratulate  my  country — that,  though  we 
called  as  loug  ago  as  May,  1840,  upon  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  to  place  their  finger  on  the  defi- 
nite items  of  expenditure,  instead  of  doing  so,  they 
call  on  us  to  justify  our  expenditure  item  by  item. 
Why,  sir,  what  would  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
have?  Would  he  have  us  go  over  an  account  con- 
taining ten  thousand  items,  and  take  each  one  and 
demonstrate  that  it  was  a proper  expenditure?— 
That,  as  he  well  knows,  would  be  reversing  all  the 
rules  of  common  sense  and  common  law.  I hand 
him  the  aggregate,  with  all  the  items  and  particu- 
lars. If  he  says  that  the  expenditure  has  been 
extravagant,  it  is  his  duty  to  lay  his  hand  upon  the 
item,  to  point  out  what  particular  has  been  extra- 
vagant. I have  shown  that  the  ordinary  expendi- 
ture has  not  been  complained  of,  and  as  to  the  extra 
expenditures,  the  secretary  has  enumerated  them 
item  by  item;  and  with  which  of  them  has  the  ho- 
norable senator  found  fault?  But  the  senator  is  right. 
He  shows  himself  a much  better  tactician  in  confin- 
ing himself  to  general  charges  than  his  colleague 
has  done  in  descending  to  particulars.  Nations 
have  to  pass  through  difficulties  of  various  kinds; 
circumstances  change  w ith  changing  years.  At  one 
time  they  enjoy  a season  of  great  prosperity,  while 
at  another  they  are  plunged  in  embarrassment  and 
disaster.  Heavy  expenditures  are  oflen  compelled 
by  necessity.  The  sums  disbursed  at  one  period 
may  be  much  larger  than  at  another,  wuthout  the 
least  reflection  on  those  who  are  entrusted  with  pub- 
lic affairs.  Is  it  not  the  strangest  thing  in  the  world 
that  an  administration  that  happens  to  be  at  the  helm 
during  one  of  these  periods  should  be  denounced 
merely  because  the  amount  of  money  then  expend- 
ed was  great ? Economy  does  not  consist  in  hoard- 
ing up  money  and  doing  no  good  with  it,  in  refusing 
to  the  nation  the  means  of  defence  and  of  prosperi- 
ty; but  in  applying  the  public  money  to  wise  and 
useful  objects  at  the  cheapest  rate  possible.  It  is 
almost  amusing  to  take  up  some  of  the  items  out  of 
which  this  charge  of  waste  and  prodigality  has 
arisen.  One  fruitful  source  of  such  charges  has 
been  the  expenditure  on  the  public  bn ildings.  Why, 
sir,  who  voted  againt  those  appropriations?  Did  any 
member  of  the  senate  raise  his  voice  in  opposition 
to  them?  Yet  they  alone  have  amounted  to  near 
four  millions.  Then  there  are  not  less  than  three 
millions  appropriated  for  pensions.  Did  any  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  complain  of  them?  Was  not 
the  money  given  by  a greatful  country  to  men  who 
defended  her  in  the  times  that  tried  men’s  souls? 
to  the  broken  relics  of  a past  age,  who  left  to  our 
charge  their  widows  who  had  shared  their  perils  at 
home  while  Iheir  husbands  were  in  the  battlefield? 
But,  be  it  good  or  be  it  evil  to  pay  these  pensions, 
had  the  administration  any  thing  do  w ith  it?  Did 
not  congress  pass  the  pens:on  laws?  Did  not  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  vote  for  them?  I do  not 
know,  for  I never  hunt  up  the  yeas  and  nays  with  a 
view  to  convict  gentlemen  on  their  past  votes.  I 
know,  from  the  nature  of  the  man,  that  he  would 
be  one  of  the  last  to  refuse.  Was  it  then  just  in 
him  to  sit  this  down  as  an  item  against  us?  Then 
there  are  sums  expended  in  purchasing  Indian  title, 
and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  west.  Had 


the  administration  any  thing  to  do  with  that?  Could 
they  avoid  spending  the  money  after  the  senate  had 
ratified  the  treaties?  Look  at  all  these  extraordina- 
ry expenditures,  and  you  will  find  that  in  relation 
to  all  of  them  no  discretion  was  left  to  the  presi- 
dent; he  w’as  obliged  to  execute  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  to  carry  the  treaties  of  the  natiou  into  elfect. 

I hold,  therefore,  that  it  is  unfair,  and  an  act  of  in- 
justice, to  put  down  these  items  in  order  to  swell 
the  total,  and  then  charge  him  with  expending 
$130,000,000  in  four  years.  One  or  two  of  the 
grounds  of  charge  are  of  so  extraordinary  a charac- 
ter that  I cannot  help  adverting  to  them.  There  is 
the  item  of  indemnities,  amounting  to  between  six 
and  seven  millions.  What  are  they?  Gen.  Jack- 
son,  during  his  fortunate  administration,  succeeded 
in  settling  all  our  claims  with  foreign  governments. 
There  were  Ihe  five  millions  from  France,  and 
about  a million  from  Denmark;  and,  at  the  same 
time  that  his  government  thus  cleared  oil'  our  old 
scores  with  foreign  nations,  it  kept  the  country  at 
peace  with  all  the  world.  The  money  thus  receiv- 
ed into  the  public  treasury,  and  constituting  a 
sacred  trust,  acquired  by  the  most  active  exertion, 
and  obtained  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  country,  is  brought  into  the  account,  and  is 
employed  to  lend  its  aid  in  making  up  a charge 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren;  and,  after  gentlemen  have 
thus  managed  to  get  up  a large  sum,  then  they  tell 
us  they  go  for  footings  and  not  for  particulars;  that 
they  look  not  at  items,  but  at  aggregates.  Is  this 
just,  is  this  fair,  thus  to  look  at  the  aggregate  of  ex- 
penditures, and  declaim  about  extravagance,  and 
yet,  when  the  whole  account  is  laid  before  you,  to 
refuse  to  put  your  finger  on  a single  charge  and 
say,  “this  was  wrong?”  Is  this  a generous  and  be- 
coming course  towards  a retiring  administration?  I 
should  have  rejoiced  had  this  accusation  been  post- 
poned till  general  Harrison  had  come  into  office. 
The  new  administration  will  have  all  the  books 
and  papers,  and  then  they  can  investigate  these 
things  to  their  heart’s  content.  For  one,  I now  give 
notice  that  if  I shall  then  be  here,  I shall  call  upon 
gentlemen  to  make  good  the  charge  they  now 
bring,  and  to  show  from  the  public  documents  our 
want  of  economy.  In  the  130,000,000  dollars  with 
which  w'e  are  reproached,  there  are  added  in  about 
$20,000,000  of  a national  debt.  See  the  injustice 
with  which  we  are  treated.  The  administration 
is  first  charged  with  the  expenditures  for  the  public 
service;  to  meet  these  it  is  compelled  to  make  a 
debt,  and  then  it  is  charged  with  that  debt  itself. 
Thus,  that  which  extinguishes  the  debt  of  the  ad- 
ministration is  charged  as  an  additional  outlay. — 
[Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  a treasury  document  the 
amount  of  debt  extinguished  on  treasury  notes.]  It 
has  been  bad  enongh,  and  we  have  been  cpnsured 
enough  for  having  been  compelled  to  create  tiiis 
debt;  but  to  charge  us  with  the  debt,  and  then 
charge  us  with  paving  it  too,  is  truly'  astonishing. 
The  senator  from  Kentucky  employs  a man  to  build 
him  a house;  the  agent  borrows  in  his  name  ten 
thousand  dollars;  he  is  charged  with  this  ten  thou- 
sand, and,  if  he  pays  it,  that  is  so  much  additional, 
and  he  is  charged  with  twenty  thousand! 

Now,  fortunately  for  this  government,  no  admi- 
nistration can  be  very  extravagant  but  in  one  man- 
ner. Not  a dollar  can  it  expend  but  under  appro- 
priations made  by  law,  and  in  this  manner  the  pub- 
lic money  is  always  protected  by'  proper  guard. — 
Heretofore,  while  a poor  hungry  wretch  who  stole 
five  dollars  to  buy  bread  for  4) is  children  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary  for  larceny,  a man  entrusted  with 
the  public  money,  who  squandered  it  and  then  fled, 
was  considered  as  a mere  trustee,  and  escaped  the 
hand  of  public  justice.  The  sub-treasury  bill  first 
put  that  matter  on  a proper  footing,  made  the  act 
felony,  and  sent  Ihe  defaulter  to  the  penitentiary,  and 
not  on  a mission  to  Paris  or  London.  A president 
of  the  United  States  has  but  one  way  to  be  extrava- 
gant in  regard  to  the  public  money.  It  is  through 
iiis  party  in  congress.  He  and  his  party,  if  in  the 
majority,  may  make  extravagant  expenditures. — 
The  proper  way  to  test  the  matter  is  to  investigale 
these  expenditures,  item  by  item,  tosee  if  they  could 
have  been  avoided;  to  see  if  any  party' opposed  them, 
or  wdiether  the  accusers  did  not  vote  w ith  the  ma- 
jority to  appropriate  the  money.  We  have  chal- 
lenged gentlemen  to  tins  course,  and  now',  after  the 
election  is  over  and  the  administration  is  put  down, 
we  have  just  four  specifications  of  extravagance. — 
Suppose  them  to  be  well  founded,  happy,  happy, 
indeed,  is  the  country  where,  after  so  large  a sum 
has  been  expended,  the  known  talent  and  ingenuity 
of  such  a man  as  my  friend  from  Kentucky  can  get 
up  but  four  small  items  of  charge.  No  country  in 
the  world  has  ever  before  presenied  such  a specta- 
cle. It  is  to  the  glory  of  our  country,  to  the  honor 
of  its  law's  and  constitution,  and  to  the  high  praise 
of  its  public  morality,  that,  after  a report  of  public 
expenditures  extending  through  nearly  four  years 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  8,  1841— DEBATE  ON  THE  PRE-EMPTION  BILL.  159 


has  been  submitted  to  the  keenest  intellects,  under 
a public  challenge  to  investigate  it,  they  come  for- 
ward with  a bill  of  specifications  confined  to  the 
four  small  charges  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
has  brought  against  us. 

Let  us  look  at  them.  What  is  the  first?  That  a 
body  of  3‘)0  men  were  taken  from  Missouri  to  Flo- 
rida to  fight  the  Indians.  This,  I am  informed,  was 
the  total  number.  I know  nothing  of  the  facts  my- 
self, hut  I am  assured  from  the  war  department  that 
300  men  were  the  whole  number  so  tiansported. — 
And  •what  is  the  charge  as  a matter  of  expenditure? 
It  is  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  transportation  be- 
tween taking  these  troops  from  Missouri,  and  taking 
them  from  Georgia,  Alabama,  or  Kentucky.  That 
is  the  gist  of  the  charge.  That  difference  forms  the 
whole  matter  of  offence.  Now  I am  informed  that 
these  300  troops  were  not  marched  through  Kentuc- 
ky, as  the  gen  lie  man  at  first  supposed.but  were  carri- 
ed by  waterto  Florida.  Unfortunately,  they  encount- 
ered a storm  on  the  way,  and  their  horses  were  lost  at 
sea.  And  why  was  this  vast  additional  expenditure 
incurred?  Because  the  government  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  bravery  of  the  men  of  Georgia,  or  Ala- 
bama, or  Kentucky?  Not  at  all;  but  because  it  was 
suggested  that  these  men  from  the  Missouri  frontier, 
consisting  of  hunters  and  trappers,  were  most  ac- 
customed to  the  habits  oflndian  warfare,  and  might 
be  more  successful  in  pursuing  the  wily  savage  foe 
through  the  recesses  of  their  morasses  and  ever- 
glades than  men  ever  so  brave  who  were  destitute 
of  this  sort  of  experience.  At  the  time  of  the  Indi- 
an wars  in  Kentucky,  the  men  of  Kentucky  would 
have  been  the  best  possible  troops  to  employ  against 
Indians,  but  the  Indian  wars  in  Kentucky  have  long 
since  ceased,  and  it  was  thought  the  hardy  border- 
ers from  the  remote  part  of  Missouri  would  be  the 
best  sort  of  material  to  apply  to  such  a service. — 
That  conclusion  may  have  been  wise.  I believe 
myself  it  was  wise.  The  conduct  of  these  men, 
with  col.  Gentry  at  their  head,  showed  how  brave 
and  fearless  they  were.  Forty  or  fifty  of  them  lost 
their  lives,  and  all  we  have  had  to  pay  was  the  dif- 
ference in  the  transportation  betw'een  St.  Louis,  or 
Lexington,  or  Nashville.  Happy,  again  I say,  hap- 
py is  the  country  w here,  in  the  very  head  and  front 
of  the  wasteful  extravagance  of  the  government, 
such  an  item  as  this  is  put  forward. 

The  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  spoke  of 
certain  dragoons  who  were  inarched  through  his 
own  state  into  Florida.  That  is  true:  they  were  so 
marched,  but  they  were  brought  from  the  borders  of 
Arkansas,  not  from  Missouri.  Ami  why  were  they 
so  marched?  Not  to  spend  money,  but  to  save  it. 
They  transported  themselves,  and  during  their 
march  they  were  trained  every  day  upon  the  road, 
so  that  when  they  arrived  in  Florida  they  were  to  a 
considerable  degree  disciplined.  Had  they  been 
sent  round  by  water,  they  might  have  lost  their 
horses,  as  the  Missouri  men  did,  and  they  could  not 
have  been  trained  at  all.  1 am  informed  by  men  of 
military  experience  that  the  operation  was  one  of 
economy. 

And  now  to  (he  second  charge.  I was  fully  pre- 
pared to  meet  this  charge  yesterday,  but  I thought 
it  best  to  be  quite  certain  of  my  ground,  and  there- 
lore  deferred  my  answer  till  to-day.  The  charge  is, 
that  $500,000  w orth  of  provisions  were  stored  up  at 
a certain  point  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  that,  not 
being  required  by  the  army,  the  whole  was  sold  for 
$50,000.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  I am  informed 
that  there  is  great  exaggeration  in  this  statement; 
that  the  provisions  neither  cost  so  high  nor  sold  so 
low  as  has  been  charged.  There  was,  however, 
considerable  loss.  I will  tell  Ihe  senate  how  it  oc- 
curred, and  then  I will  ask  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  retract  the  charge  of  extravagance.  This 
government  had  entered  into  a treaty  with  the  Che- 
rokee nation;  the  Cherokees  refused  to  execute  the 
treaty,  and  a state  of  incipient  war  commenced. — 
The  Indians  thought  Ihe  government  never  would 
compel  their  removal,  but  they  were  located  on  the 
territory  of  three  adjacent  states,  each  of  which  was 
fully  detenu  ned  to  have  them  removed.  The  United 
States  government,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution 
a public  treaty,  which  was  the  law  of  the  land,  de- 
spatched the  heio  of  Lundy’s  lane,  and  vested  him 
with  lull  powers  to  enforce  its  provisions.  This 
hero  of  Lundy’s  lane  and  of  Bridgewater  may,  at 
some  future  day,  become  the  most  distinguished  of 
our  citizens,  lor  theiaceof  military  heroes  is  not 
extinct  in  our  country,  nor  the  disposition  to  exalt 
them  to  the  presidency.  General  Scott  executed 
his  commission  with  the  uFmost  fidelity.  He  had 
the  example  of  the  Florida  war  belore  Ins  eyes,  and 
it  read  a lesson  of  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  cele- 
rity and  energy  in  the  outset  of  a war.  Was  it, 
then,  necessary  to  execute  that  treaty  by  military 
means,  and  not  necessary  to  collect  provisions  lor 
the  troops?  Now,  under  what  circumstances  did 
this  depot  of  provisions,  which  are  said  to  have  cost 


$500,000,  (though  that  amount  has  never  been 
made  out ),  come  not  to  be.  needed?  The  chief  of 
(lie  Cherokees,  John  Ros»,  when  he  found  matters 
were  becoming  (tins  serious,  came  on  to  this  city 
and  made  an  arrangement  which  rendered  it  unne- 
cessary to  employ  the  troops  which  had  been  raised, 
and  a large  portion  of  them  were,  consequently,  dis- 
missed. The  provisions  were  on  hand,  not  con- 
sumed. Ross,  who  had  contracted  to  remove  the 
Indians,  was  offered  these  provisions,  but  would  not 
take  them  off  the  hands  of  the  government  at  any 
ju  ice.  Now,  then,  where  is  the  impropriety  on  the 
part  of  the  government?  Was  it  in  the  collection  of 
this  amount  of  provisions  which  would  have  been 
necessary  had  the  troops  remained  in  service?  What 
would  the  gentleman  have  said  had  the  troops  been 
wanted,  and  no  provisions  prepared  for  their  use? — 
In  consequence  of  the  peaceable  removal  of  the 
Cherokees,  the  troops  were  dismissed,  and  the  pro- 
visions remained  on  hand.  What  was  to  be  done 
with  them?  There  they  were,  in  the  midst  of  the 
Indian  country;  there  w'as  no  demand  for  them,  and 
there  was  no  sacrifice  of  the  public  money  save  on 
the  articles  of  bacon  and  hard  biscuit,  for  it  would 
have  cost  more  to  remove  the  residue  than  was  lost 
by  the  difference  of  price.  But  whether  this  be  so 
or  no,  the  administration  is  no  more  responsible  for 
the  loss  than  is  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  There 
is  rio  responsibilty  on  any  one.  The  commander 
did  Ins  duty,  the  administration  did  its  duty,  and  did 
not  know  of  the  sale  of  the  provisions  till  all  was 
over.  So  much  for  the  senator’s  second  item  of 
charge. 

The  third  specification  consists  of  a very  ridicu- 
lous order  ol  a general  Read,  in  Florida.  Now  there 
is  no  man  living  who  better  knows  how  to  turn  into 
ridicule  whatever  will  admitof  being  so  treated,  than 
the  senator  from  Kentucky;  and  this,  I admit,  has 
something  ridiculous  in  itself.  Here  Mr.  B.  read  the 
order,  as  follows: 

“ Head  quarters,  Florida,  brigade, 
Newnansvitle,  Dec.  4,  1840. 

“The  troops  of  the  sedentary  infantry  service,  of 
which  captain  Broer’s  company  is  an  integral  por- 
tion, shall  not  at  any  time  be  ordered  on  active  duly; 
nor  will  it  ever  occur,  during  their  term  of  service, 
that  they  shall  be  ordered  to  march  a greater  dis- 
tance than  twenty  miles  beyond  the  head  quarters 
of  their  respective  companies.  They  will  be  di- 
rected to  remain  at  their  usual  place  of  abode,  and 
expected  to  engage  seduously  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
usual  occupations. 

“LEIGH  READ,  brig.  gen.  Florida  brig. 

“Capt.  Broer,  Mandarin.” 

Well,  this  is  one  item  of  extravagance  against 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration.  But  when  this 
comes  to  be  explained,  the  senator  will  find  why  this 
Florida  general  tells  these  troops  whom  he  calls  se- 
dentary militia,  to  stay  at  home  and  mind  their  bu- 
siness; and  though  it  would  certainly  have  been 
better  not  to  have  put  it  in  the  form  of  a written  or- 
der, it  may  nevertheless  have  been  very  salutary 
advice.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  secretary  of 
war  asked  from  the  government  a thousand  mount- 
ed men,  to  have  the  same  pay  with  cavalry,  and  to 
be  enlisted  for  the  war.  The  senate  not  only  com- 
plied with  this  request,  but  increased  the  number  of 
men  to  fiiteen  hundred.  The  bill  passed  this  body, 
and  went  to  the  house  of  representatives — there  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
w ho  reported  it  back  to  the  house,  recommending 
that  the  number  be  increased  to  two  thousand,  but 
the  bill  was  never  reached,  and  consequently  no 
troops  were  raised.  But  did  congre-s  intend  that 
Florida  was  not  to  be  defended?  That  the  president 
might  not  call  out  the  militia  of  Florida?  Certainly 
not.  The  very  tact  that  congress  did  not  act  upon 
any  bill  for  raising  additional  troops  w’as,  in  itself, 
conclusive  proof  that  they  expected  the  president 
should  call  out  the  militia  of  Florida.  None  can 
presume  that  it  was  the  intention  of  congress  to  give 
up  the  defenceless  wompn  and  children  of  that  ter- 
ritory to  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  Well, 
belore  any  order  was  received  from  government, 
the  governor  of  Florida  raised  a body  of  mounted 
men,  nominally  at  the  expense  of  Florida  itself;  but 
every  body  knew  the  expense  would  have  to  be  paid 
by  the  United  States;  hence  the  secretary  of  war 
interposed,  and  ordered  out  a thousand  mounted 
men,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  pursue  the  Indians, 
while  another  body  of  five  hundred  militia  wpre  col- 
lected, who  were  to  act  like  the  “minute  men”  of 
the  revolution,  who  should  remain  at  home,  but  be 
ready  lor  instant  service.  He  knew  that  the  In- 
dians were  stealing  in  their  secret,  stealthy  manner, 
and  that  the  troops  could  not  be  every  where.  He 
established  barriers,  and  directed  these  militia  to 
raise  their  own  corn  upon  the  land,  but  to  be  prepar- 
ed to  rush  to  head  quarters  at  the  shortest  notice; 
and,  having  repelled  invasion,  to  return  to  their 
peaceful  pursuits. 


The  secretary  of  war  assures  me  that  troops  of 
this  description  cost  the  government  only  one  sixth 
o;  what  it  must  have  paid  for  t lie  sain*®  number  of 
dragoons — that  they  were  to  receive  the  pay  °l  in* 
fantry,  and  nothing  else.  This  description  ol  ,’roops 
ha3  cultivated  the  ground  with  so  much  diligence  as 
to  have  reduced  the  price  of  corn  and  pork  for  Ihe 
army:  The  surplus  product  has  been  sold,  the 
transportation  saved,  and  this  force  maintained  in 
the  heart  of  Florida.  Unluckily,  however,  for  the 
senator,  the  secretary  never  succeeded  in  getting 
five  hundred  of  these  men,  but  could  only  raise  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred.  Yet  now 
the  senator  ridicules  this  order  of  the  governor  of 
Florida  as  directing  these  sedentary  inlantry  sedu- 
lously to  remain  at  home,  and  there  sedulously  to 
attend  to  their  business,  when  the  very  purpose  for 
which  they  were  raised  was,  rot  that  they  might 
march  through  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  (that  duty 
belonged  to  the  mounted  corps),  but  to  form  a com- 
pact  rampart  between  oursettlements  and  the  Indian 
foe — a body  guard  to  the  exposed  and  helpless  wo- 
men and  children — a living  barrier  through  which 
the  savage  enemy  should  not  be  permitted  to  pass. 
Had  they  gone  in  chase  of  Tigertail  or  Sam  Jones 
they  would  have  been  acting  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  embodied 
and  paid. 

And,  now,  in  regard  to  the  fourth  and  last  item  in 
this  bill  of  particulars:  and  how  the  senator  can 
manage  to  convert  this  into  a charge  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  administration  I am  really  at  a loss  to 
know.  It  is  the  establishment  of  the  branch  mints. 
When  and  by  whom  were  these  established?  By 
Mr.  Van  Buren?  Not  at  all;  but  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  4th  of  March,  1835,  two  years  before 
he  came  into  power!  It  happened  that  I w'as  my- 
self decidedly  opposed  to  the  measure;  and  I be- 
lieve it  has  turned  out  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  mint  at  New  Orleans,  they  have  accomplished 
but  little  good.  One  of  these  branch  mints  was  es- 
tablished at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  another 
at  a place  called  Dahlonega,  in  Georgia.  I believe 
that  at  the  latter  place  the  gold  has  given  out.  The 
mint,  it  is  true,  is  there,  and  ready  to  do  business, 
and  would  be  much  obliged  to  any  one  who  would 
supply  it  with  customers,  but  there  is  little  or  no  gold 
there. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  of  Georgia,  here  interposed  to  ex- 
plain, and  said  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania  was 
much  mistaken.  The  gold  in  Georgia  had  not  given 
out.  So  far  from  it,  it  was  the  opinion  of  every  intel- 
ligent man,  and  those  most  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject of  mining,  that  the  mines  of  that  region  were 
inexhaustible,  and  new  discoveries  were  constantly 
making. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  I am  very  glad  to  hear  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  senator,  but  I believe  that  the 
mines  have  not  furnished  much  within  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  or,  if  they  have  found  much  gold,  it 
has  not  been  brought  to  the  mint.  I hope,  I am 
sure,  that  it  may  come  down  upon  thpm  in  showers. 

I desire  it  with  all  my  heart.  But  whether  that 
shall  be  the  case  or  not  will  make  no  difference  as 
lo  the  question  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  economy.  His 
administration  did  not  establish  these  mints,  and  is 
not  responsible  for  them  in  any  way.  For  myself 
I am  very  sure  that  the  other  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clay)  will  do  me  the  justice  to  state 
that  I stuck  to  him  against  these  mints,  under  the 
lead  of  governor  Hdl,  who  would  not  let  me  give 
even  an  incidental  vote  that  was  not  a dead  shot 
against  these  mints.  They  were  not  established  by 
any  party  here — neither  by  the  present  administra- 
tion nor  the  past. 

I have  now  gone  over  the  four  specifications  of 
charge  referred  to  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden),  and  happy  indeed 
am  I to  find  that  these  are  the  only  items  of  accu- 
sation he  has  been  able  to  get  up  against  the  exist- 
ing administration.  I am  sorry  that  the  national 
expenditures  have  not  been  more  economical.  But 
what  of  that?  If  congress  thought  such  large 
amounts  were  required  by  the  necessities  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  gentleman  himself  and  his  friends 
concurred  in  making  the  appropriations,  is  the  presi- 
dent responsible  because  he  expended  the  money? 
As  to  the  future,  I have  a perfect  confidence  that 
the  amount  of  revenue  accruing  from  the  customs 
during  the  year  will  not  be  less  than  $18,000,000; 
and  if  so,  they  will  have  money  enough.  We  will 
furnish  them  all  the  money  we  can,  and  are  willing 
to  provide  them  with  $5,000,000  more  in  the  shape 
of  treasury  notes. 

I rose  merely  to  make  these  answers  to  the  charges 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  I have  no  doubt  that 
the  facts  I have  stated  are  substantially  correct.  We 
shall  soon  have  the  details,  and  then  I will  furnish 
them  to  the  gentlemen  in  an  official  form. 

[debate  to  be  continued.] 
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CHRONICLE.  , ,t, 

America's-  manufactures.  A correspondent  ot  me 

awd-GIj'je-s'er  raiiwaTc^  “actually  bought 

i’n, .-I  cost  upwards  of$l,500  each;  but  it  is,"  the  stigma 
and  reflections”  cast  upon  tlie  manufactories  ol  Eng- 
-dand  that  is  complained  ol.  The  writer  adds: 

“1\  js  a tact  that  iron,  cotton,  woollen  and  other  ma- 
nufactures, are  extending  in  America,  France,  Germa- 
ny, Switzerland,  and  other  countries;  still  let  us  hope 
the  day  is  far  distant  when  our  manufacturers  shall  reel 
i he  diminution  of  foreign  demand  for  the  immense 
quantity  of  goods  manufactured  in  this  country,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  introduction  of  foreign  machinery  will 
rouse  our  mechanical  men  to  greater  application,  which 
will  tend  to  further  and  more  important  inventions  and 
improvements  in  engines  and  other  articles  of  machine- 
ry, so  necessary  to  maintain  ourcommercialsuprernacy, 
and  so  indispensable  lor  the  support  of  our  population. 


American  trotters.  The  Americans,  who  derive 
their  best  breed  from  us,  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
produce  horses  greatly  superior  to  ours  in  trotting,  and 
the  only  possible  reason  for  this  must  be,  that  they 
early  habituate  those  horses  that  appear  likely  to  shine 
at  this  pace  to  stick  to  it,  and  no  other,  which  they  cer- 
taiuly  would  never  think  of  doing  were  their  trotting 
powers  likely  to  be  remunerated  by  no  more  substantial 
benefit  to  their  owners  than  mere  fame.  The  trotting 
slakes  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  however,  are 
sufficiently  large  to  induce  the  Americans  to  turn  then 
attention  to  improving  a pace  which,  when  rendered 
first  rate,  is  sure  to  be  rewarded  by  ample  pecuniary 
gains;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  were  similar 
prizes  instituted  in  this  country,  we  should  very  shortly 
be  able  to  compete  with  Brother  Jonathan  in  a pace 
which  he  has  so  studiously  cultivated  as  to  be  able  at 
the  present  moment  to  send  horses  to  this  country 
which  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to  our  best  trotters. 

[ Old  English  Sporting  Mag.  for  February. 


Antiquities  of  Central  America.  Mr.  Stephens, 
the  celebrated  traveller  in  the  east,  delivered  an  intro- 
ductory lecture  in  New  York,  on  Monday  evening,  the 
26th  of  April,  on  the  antiquities  of  Central  America.— 
He  is  to  be  followed  by  Mr.  Catherwood.  The  Ameri- 
can says: 

"We  have  been  favored  with  a sight  of  the  numerous 
drawings  made  by  Mr.  Catherwood,  at  Palenque,  Ux- 
mal  and  other  places,  many  of  which  will  be  exhibited 
at  the  lectures,  on  an  enlarged  scale.  They  consist  of 
gigantic  edifices  adorned  with  the  most  elaborate  sculp- 
tures; colossal  statues  of  grotesque  figures;  Basso  relie- 
vos; tablets  of  hieroglyphics,  as  mysterious  as  were  those 
of  Egypt;  altars  of  sacrifice,  &c.  Among  the  latter  is 
an  altar,  which,  in  point  of  execution,  is  scarcely  sur- 
passed by  the  celebrated  tomb  of  Alexander,  described 
by  Dr.  Clark. 

“Mr.  Stephens  was  fortunate  in  having  such  a com- 
panion as  Mr.  Catherwood,  to  aid  him  in  his  researches; 
as  his  long  residence  in  Egypt  and  Syria,  in  connection 
with  his  profession,  (that  of  an  architect),  will  enable 
him  to  draw  comparisons  and  arrive  at  conclusions 
relative  to  the  ancient  monuments  of  America,  which 
the  ordinary  student  or  antiquarian  would  be  incapa- 
ble of.” 


Atlantic  and  pacific  canal.  A large  meeting  of 
American  merchants  was  held  in  Rio  Janeiro,  in  Fe- 
bruary last,  to  take  measures  to  further  the  construction 
of  a ship  canal  through  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.  The 
meeting  was  of  opinion  that  as  the  whole  credit  of  this 
enterprise  ought  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  they 
should  undertake  it  without  delay,  before  other  nations 
interfere  to  snatch  from  them  the  profit  and  credit  of  so 
great  an  enterprise. 


Bank  U.  S.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  the  1st 
inst.  says:  “We  learn  that  the  papers  are  now  in  prepa- 
ration, with  regard  to  the  trusteeships  that  have  been 
determined  upon  by  this  institution.  One  of  ihese  is 
intended  to  secure  the  city  banks  that  hold  $5,000,000 
in  post  notes — the  other  is  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
circulation  and  depositers.  Real  estate  stocks,  &.c.  will 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees;  and  we  may  pre- 
sume that  the  circulation  and  deposites  will  be  paid  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

“The  circulation  of  the  U.  States  bank  at  the  present 
time,  is  estimated  at  $2,700,000.  The  money  deposites 
in  the  bank  in  this  city,  are  under  $300,000.  The  di- 
rectors are  making  every  effort  in  their  power  to  effect 
an  arrangement  to  enable  them  to  liquidate  both  these 
claims  at  the  earliest  moment  possible.” 


Port  of  Boston.  During  April  there  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Boston  502  vessels,  364  of  which  were  coastwise 
and  13d  foreign.  There  cleared  in  the  same  time  341, 
of  which  231  were  coastwise  and  110  foreign. 

Cincinnati.  The  annual  exports  of  Cincinnati  are 
estimated  at  $9,000,000,  viz:  pork  and  beef,  in  all 
forms,  $3,000,000;  flour,  *1,200,000;  whiskey,  $300,000: 
manufactured  articles  of  all  kinds,  $3,000,000;  and  the 
residue  miscellaneous  articles  of  produce. 

Coal  used  in  the  United  States,  In  1320,  says 
the  Western  Farmer,  stone  coal  was  introduced  into  the 
eastern  cities,  as  a substitute  for  wood.  In  1826,  the 
consumption  increased  to  48,000  tons,  and  in  1840,  it 
was  augmented  to  845,000  tons. 

In  England  it  is  in  general  use,  and  machinery  equi- 
valent to  the  labor  of  40,000,030  of  men,  is  now  moved 
in  that  country  by  its  use. 


It  is  now  applied  to  steam  power  in  this  country  as 
well  as  to  iron  furnaces,  which  has  reduced  the  price  of 

De..tss  reported  lust  vu.-ek  in  Pbiliiut’jAia  132.,.: 
which  10  by  consumption  and  46  .ere  under  two  years 
of  age. 

In  Baliimore  39,  of  which  10  were  free  blacks,  and 
3 slaves;  and  13  were  under  two  years  of  age. 

Distilleries  in  the  United  States.  There  are 
9,057  distilleries  Jn  the  United  States,  manufacturing 
36,343  236  gallons.  North  Carolina  has  2.79S  distille- 
ries, Virginia  1,450.  Tennessee  1,381 . Pennsylvania 707, 
Kentucky  890,  and  New  York  but  38. 

Elections  took  place  on  the  3d  instant  in  Indiana, 
for  seven  representatives  to  congress.  The  Cumber- 
land district  of  Pennsylvania  elected  a representative 
on  the  4th;  Tennessee  were  to  elect  13  representatives 
on  the  6th;  and  Worcester  district  Massachusetts  were 
to  hold  an  election  on  the  5th;  Ontario  district  New 
York  are  to  elect  a representative  on  the  11th;  North 
Carolina  are  to  elect  13  on  the  13th;  and  Maryland  8 
on  the  17th;  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  are  yet 
to  elect  members. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says,  it  is 
stated  that  governor  Carlin,  of  Illinois,  has  declined 
calling  a special  session  of  the  legislature,  to  provide 
for  the  election  of  congressmen.  Illinois  will  conse- 
quently not  be  represented  in  congress,  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion. 

Exchanse.  New  York  on  England  1091;  on  France 
5,  27.  Philadelphia  3j;  Baltimore  4|;  Richmond  5a5§ 
North  Carolina  4ja5;  Savannah  3a34;  Augusta  12al5; 
Charleston  lal|;  New  Orleans  5,a6;  Louisville  and 
Cincinnati  7a7j;  St.  Louis  8;  Detroit  and  Nashville  12 
a 15. 

The  fisheries.  The  Georgetown  Advocate  states 
that  the  supply  of  fish  this  season,  notwithstanding  its 
backwardness  and  general  inclemency,  is  equal,  per- 
haps, to  any  ever  before  witnessed.  The  quality  of  both 
shad  and  herring  is  also  excellent,  so  that  our  fishermen 
have  been  generally  well  rewarded  in  their  laudable  but 
laborious  business. 

Flour.  No  alterations  in  prices.  The  inspected  last 
week  in  Baltimore  10,015  bbls.  and  172  half  bbls. 

Iron.  In  1740,  the  amount  of  iron  made  in  England 
and  Wales  was  about  17,000  tons.  In  1796.it  had  in- 
creased to  125,000  tons — in  1S30,  to  700,000  tons' — in 
1839,  it  was  the  enormous  amount  of  1,512,000  tons, 
and  within  the  last  nine  years,  $84,000,000  worth  of  it 
was  exported  to  this  country.  In  the  United  States,  the 
amount  made  is  250,000  ions;  but  it  is  fast  increasing, 
and  since  the  introduction  of  bituminous  coal  for  the 
furnace,  it  is  hoped  that  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  supply 
ourselves.  Last  year  we  imported  from  England  and 
Russia,  to  the  amount  of  $10,000,000. 

Lee,  Mass.  There  are  12  paper  mills  in  Lee,  that 
manufacture  1,200  tons  of  stock  annually,  producing 
paper  to  the  value  of  about  $300,000. 

A Methodist  Episcopal  church  is  being  erected  in 
Philadelphia,  in  which  pews  are  to  be  introduced — the 
first  if  we  are  not  mistaken  in  this  country. 

An  ofpictal  marriase.  A few  days  since,  in  New 
York,  a young  and  beautiful  Jewess  sued  a young 
Israelite  for  breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  laying  her 
damages  at  $5,000;  the  faithless  swain  was  lodged  in 
the  debtor’s  prison,  in  default  of  bail.  There  he  had 
time  to  reflect,  and  then  agreed  to  marry,  when  the 
lady  refused;  but  the  counsel  and  friends  of  both  par- 
ties interposing,  they  became  re  united  again,  and,  pro- 
ceeding to  the  police  office  with  their  witnesses,  were 
duly  married  by  justice  Matsell. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise,  captain  Ringgold,  was 
in  the  Pacific  ocean  on  the  2d  December  last,  in  lat.  2 
N.  Ion.  143  W. — officers  and  crew  all  well. 

Quarantine  laws.  The  board  of  consulting  physi- 
cians in  Boston,  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  "trie 
total  abolition  of  the  present  system  of  quarantine,  re- 
gulations is  demanded  by  the  public  good. 

Shipping  statistics.  Pennsylvania,  although  remote 
from  the  ocean,  still  possesses  a very  handsome  amount 
of  tonnage.  Massachusetts  owns  526,000  tons  of  ship- 
ping; New  York  463.009;  Maine  282,000;  Pennsylva- 
nia 112,000;  Maryland  110,000;  Louisiana  109,000. 

Specie — which  has  been  shipped  for  a year  past  from 
New  York  to  Europe,  at  the  rate  of  from  a million  to 
a million  and  a half  per  month,  seems  disposed  to  stop 
with  us  for  the  present  prices — say  from  4 to  6 per  cent, 
in  the  Baltimore  marker.  The  Great  Western  left  New 
York  on  Saturday  without  any,  and  that  few  sterling 
bill  transactions  by  her  or  the  Columbia  from  Boston. 

The  barque  Eugene,  at  New  York  from  Vera  Cruz 
brought  $68,000  in  specie. 

Steam  ships.  No  accounts  yet  of  the  President.  By 
an  arrival  from  Fayal,  we  learn  that  she  had  not  readi- 
ed that  port  as  late  as  the  4 h April. 

Stocks — sales  of  Pennsylvania  5’3  of  1370  in  Phila- 
delphia at  SI;  U.  S.  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  shares  164  a 
17t. 

Sugar.  By  late  Texas  papers  we  learn  that  the 
planters  on  the  Colorado  are  turning  their  attention 
more  and  more  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar.  A sufficient 
quantity  was  raised  last  year  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Egyptian  settlement  to  supply  that  populous  neighbor- 
‘looc'‘  [iV.  O.  Picayune. 


Maple  sugar.  General  Chancey  Eggleston  has  the 
most  extensive  sugar  came  in  Ohio,  situated  in  Auburn, 
Gea«t  county.  His  sugar  house  is  fnrnisfi'ed  with 
fix*1  * and  apparatus  lor  manufacturing  500  pounds 
i f sugar  pi  r day  A reservoir  capable  of  containing 
60  or  80  barrels,  receives  the  sap,  whence  it  is  drawn 
inio  iron  pans,  placed  over  a furnace  to  he  boiled  down, 
and  transferred  again  to  a large  kettle  for  “sugaring 
off”  2,700  trees  nave  been  tapped  this  year,  though 
the  season  has  not  beer,  a favorable  one  for  making 
sugar. 

Taverns  in  Philadelphia.  By  an  enumeration  just 
made  it  appears  that  there  are  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  nine  hundred  and  two  taverns.  The  num- 
ber in  the  city  alone  is  338.  In  the  Northern  Liberties 
126;  Spring  Garden  69;  Kensington  79;  Southwark  79; 
Moyamensing  28;  all  other  places  in  the  county  136. 

Temperance  reform  “A  meeting  of  the  friends  of 
temperance,  was  held  in  Cork,  when  the  secretary  of 
the  genera]  society,  Mr.  Kennagh,  read  the  following 
statement,  showing  the  result  of  the  recent  tour  of  the 
apostle  of  temperance.  The  subjoined  numbers  were 
respectively  added  to  those  previously  reported — 
Tipperary,  60,000;  Limerick,  10,000;  Thurles,  775,000; 
Balleyshannon,  county  of  Donegal,  60,000;  Newton- 
berry.  county  of  Wexford,  33.000;  Ballygarret,  do.  do. 
20,000;  Mountmellick,  Queen’s  couniy,  25.000;  Gorey, 
9,000;  Enniscorthy,  15,000;  Mallow,  7,000;  Cork,  6,000; 
Casiledermot,  30,000;  Dunlavin,  25,000;  Templemore, 
70.000;  Carlow,  100,000;  Merryborougli,  100,000;  Kells, 
(Meath),  100,000. 

They  had  eight  Roman  Catholic  prelnres  enrolled, 
and  700  of  the  Catholic  clergy.  [Cheers.]  The  late  tout- 
produced  1,449.000 — which,  added  to  the  former  ge- 
neral return,  namely,  3,500.000,  left  the  total  4,647,000. 
[Tremendous  cheers.]  Yes,  four  million  six  hundred 
and  forty-seven  of  the  population  of  Ireland  were  at  ihe 
moment  sound  and  determined  tetotallars.  [Cheers.] 

[Irish  paper. 

Teas.  The  prices  at  which  the  cargo  noticed  in  our 
last  sold  at  New  York  at  6 months  range  for  hyson 
— 9 double  chests  at  $1  17al  16;  10  chests  at  $1  07a 
1 06;  215  do.  at  61^604;  300  6 1 b . boxes  at  60;  300  do. 
withdrawn.  Young  hyson — 38  half  chests  at  86c;  157 
hf.  chests  at82u77c;  100  do.  vviihdrawn;  229  chests  and 
709  hf.  chests  at  76ja63;  58  chests  and  40  hf.  do.  at 
59ci58;  496  hf.  do.  at  £>0a47c.  Gunpowder — 5 hf.  chests 
at  $1  09;  5 do.  at  $1;  72  do.  at  90aS0;  17  do.  at  60;  32 
withdrawn;  136  do.  ai  56a55;  328  boxes  of  1 31  bs-  and 
254  of  Cib-  at  66aC5|;  50  131b.  boxes  at  57;  200  with- 
drawn; 30  cases  cannisters  at  86;  73  ennnisters  with- 
dravvn.  Imperial — 37  half  chesis  at  86;  156  do.  and 
405  131b.  boxes  at  66a60g;  40  half  and  200  boxes  .at 
59a58. 

Tobacco.  A lively  business  was  done  last  week  in 
this  article  in  Baltimore;  good  and  middling  at  former 
quotations,  but  inferior  and  common  have  declined  a 
little;  inferior  and  common  ®4a®4  50;  middling  to  good 
$5a$7  50;  good  $8a$8  50;  and  fine  $9a$13.  There  is 
some  inquiry  for  Ohio,  but  the  transactions  are  not 
latge.  We  quote  common  to  middling  $5;  good  $5  50 
a$6  50;  fine  red  and  wrappery  $8uS12;  prime  yellow 
at  $7  50a$10,  and  extra  wrappery  $15al7.  The  in- 
spections of  the  week  comprise  634  lihds.  Maryland; 
71  lihds.  Ohio;  65  hhds.  Kentucky;  11  lihds.  Virginia, 
and  4 lihds.  Pennsylvania— totai  785  lihds 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  says:  “Since  the 
erection  by  the  city  of  the  large  and  commodious  to- 
bacco warehouse  at  i he  foot  of  Dock  sireet,  ihe  business 
in  this  great  staple  of  our  produce  has  been  s.eadily  in- 
creasing, affording  us  well  grounded  hopes  that  this 
market  will  ere  long  become  an  important  tobacco  de- 
pot both  for  exportation  and  home  consumption.  The 
receipts  so  far  this  season  reach  750  hogsheads,  against 
524  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.’’ 

Whale  fishery.  There  arrived  at  New  Bedford, 
during  ihe  month  of  March,  three  ships  arid  one  barque 
with  4,35U  bbls.  sperm  and  7,650  bbls.  whale  oil.  At 
Sagharbor,  during  the  same  time,  four  ships  with  720 
bbls.  sperm  and  1 1,700  do.  whale.  At  New  London, 
two  ships  with 2 10 bbls.  sperm  and  5,290  do.  whale.  At 
Fail  haven,  a ship  and  a barque  vviih  2,301)  bbls.  sperm 
and  1,800  whale.  At  oilier  ports,  eight  ships  and  one 
brig,  with  8,243  bbls.  sperm  and  11.910  bbls.  whale. 

[Newburyport  Herald. 

Wheat.  At  Baltimore  for  Pennsylvania,  best  red  95 
a 96;  Maryland  85  to  90,  very  little  at  market. 

Wool.  A suit  was  tried  in  the  United  States  circut 
court,  in  New  York,  against  the  late  collector  of 'New 
York,  to  recover  duties  charged  by  the  collector  on 
wool,  and  the  question  turned  on  tiie  construction  of 
the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  congress  of  1832.  The  in- 
voice was  of  unmanufactured  wool  and  the  question  is, 
was  it  subject  to  any  duty,  or  subject  to  the  duty  pre- 
scribed by  the  act.  The  act  says  that  when  wool  is 
unmanufactured  and  does  not  exceed  the  value  of  eight 
cents  when  purchased, It  shall  be  frte  of  duty,  but  if 
the  value  be  above  eight  cents,  it  shall  be  subject  to 
the  duties  prescribed  by  the  act.  The  cost  of  the  wool 
would  be  less  than  eight  cents  if  the  charges  were  not 
added  to  it,  but  if  the  charges  were  added  to  it,  it  would 
be  a fraction  above  eight  cents  and  liable  to  duty.  It 
depende  d therefore  on  the  question  whether  under  the 
act,  the  charges  are  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
value.  The  court  decided  that  the  charges  were  not  to 
he  considered  as  forming  part  of  the  value  of  the  wool, 
in  calculating  its  value  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  it 
to  duty.  Judgment  was  therefore  given  to  tile  plaintiff 
— in  effect  admitting  the  wool  free. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Britannia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
5th  in9t.  in  thirty-eight  hours  from  Halifax  bringing 
Liverpool  dates  to  the  20th  ult. 

The  Caledonia  which  left  Boston  on  the  1st,  and 
Halifax  on  the  4th  ult.  reached  Liverpool  in  thirteen 
days  and  eighteen  hours  from  Boston. 

No  intelligence  had  been  received  respecting  the 
steam  ship  President,  and  the  most  intense  anxiety 
was  felt  for  her  safety.  Insurance  could  not  be  ef- 
fected under  80  percent. — 75  had  been  paid.  Their 
last  lingering  hope  appeared  to  rest  upon  the  possi- 
bility that  she  might  have  gone  into  Bermuda;  we 
have  accounts  from  thence  that  prove  that  hope  to  be 
fallacious. 

The  President  had  not  been  heard  of  at  Fayal,  on 
the  28th  of  March;  at  Terceira,  on  the  27th  of 
March;  or  at  St.  Michael’s  on  the  2nd  of  April. 

•‘Her  majesty  upon  leaving  Buckingham  palace 
for  Windsor  castle, left  commands  that  immediately 
upon  the  news  of  the  safety  of  the  President  reach- 
ing London,  a special  messenger  should  be  de- 
spatched with  the  intelligence.” 

O’Connell  is  again  busy  in  Ireland  pushing  the 
repeal  agitation. 

Parliament  not  being  in  session,  nothing  ha3  oc- 
curred in  the  domestic  policy  of  England  worthy  of 
notice. 

The  county  of  Kilkenney  in  Ireland,  is  represent- 
ed to  be  in  an  alarming  state  of  anarchy  and  dis- 
turbance. We  do  not  generally  notice  similar  ac- 
counts with  which  the  London  papers  so  frequently 
abound  but  in  this  instance  we  find  it  in  a govern- 
ment paper. 

Sir  George  Arthur,  late  lieutenant  governor  of 
Upper  Canada,  had  arrived  in  London,  and  had  long 
conferences  at  the  foreign  office. 

Some  detachments  of  troops  were  under  orders 
for  the  British  possessions  on  this  continent,  but 
they  evidently  were  reliefs  lor  others  ordered  home. 

The  lord  mayor  of  London  gave  a splendid  enter- 
tainment at  the  Mansion  house  on  Easter  Monday. 

At  a public  meeting  held  at  Liverpool  on  the  12th 
ult.  to  consider  a petition  to  parliament  for  the  re- 
peal of  tile  corn  laws,  the  proceedings  were  greatly 
interrupted  by  chartists. 

The  rangeiship  of  Windsor  Great  Park  has  been 
conferred  upon  piince  Albert. 

The  duke  of  Sussex  has  entirely  recovered  from 
his  late  illness. 

Commodore  Napier  arrived  at  Liverpool  in  the 
steamer  Oriental  on  the  13th  ult. 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier 
writes  on  the  19th,  “The  general  intelligence  receiv- 
ed by  the  Caledonia  has  been  considered  satisfacto- 
ry, but  not  sufficiently  decided  on  several  subjects 
of  great  importance,  including  tile  affair  of  Mr. 
McLeod.  That  this  recently  so  exciting  a business 
will  pass  away  without  further  danger  to  the  peace 
ofGreat  Britain  and  the  United  States,  appears  to 
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be  so  generally  the  opinion  of  the  country,  that 
very -much ‘less  has  been  recently  said  about  Mr. 
McLeod — though-the  intelligence  oT. his  final  libe- 
ratHfti^'mucjlT'to  beafesiretl.”  • , 

The’Sfate  of'  the  ■money  market 'fcontinues  to  be 
sound,  and  the  foreign  exchangesjrethain  satisfacto- 
ry— but  the  intervention  of  the  Easter  holidays,  has 
materially  diminished  the  speculative  business  of 
the  last  ten  days.  The  Ejfglish  fundsJiave  improv- 
ed about  ^ per  cent',  sffice  the  arrival1  of  the  Caledo- 
nia, and  Ihe  gefieral  state  or-fhe  motley  market  is 
decidedly  towards  an  extension  of  the  currency,  and 
a decrease  of  the  rate  of  interest  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  with  a consequent  advance  in  the  value  ot 
mercantile  and  monetary  property  of  every  descrip- 
tion in  the  course  of  tile  present  year. 

In  American  securities  the  business  has  not  been 
extensive,  but  the  late  improved  inquiry  has  been 
sustained,  and  there  is  this  morning  business  in 
$10,000  of  Pennsylvania  stocks  at  75,  and  numerous 
transactions  in  the  shares  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  though  not  at  a better  quotation  than  £5 
5 and  £5  10  per  share.  The  olher  stocks  are  all 
saleable  at  the  rates  of  the  enclosed  list,  ttiough  no 
actual  business  lias  taken  place  in  the  course  of  the 
present  day. 

The  arrangement  for  the  postponement  of  the 
payment  of  Ihe  debentures  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  due  on  the  15th  inst.  has  been  completed  with 
only  the  difference  from  the  account  given  in  my 
last  communication,  that  the  holders  do  not  receive 
any  present  payment — the  10  per  cent,  of  the  capital 
which  was  first  proposed  to  be  paid,  being  relinquish- 
ed, and  the  time  ot  extension  reduced  from  two  to  a 
single  year.  The  prospects  of  the  share  holders, 
bond  holders,  and  all  concerned  in  the  fortunes  of 
this  institution,  now  centre  in  the  future  value  of  the 
state  securities  held  or  hypothecated  to  so  enormous 
an  amount — but  well  informed  parties  are  confident 
of  a rapid  improvement  in  the  credit  of  the  indivi- 
dual states  alter  the  meeting  of  the  extraordinary 
session  of  congress,  when  it  is  expected  that  ttie 
grand  financial  projects  of  the  new  government  will 
bo  developed  in  the  opening  speech  of  gen.  Harrison, 
and  that  either  a consolidation  of  the  state  debts,  or 
a distribution  of  the  land  revenues  may  be  fully 
hoped  to  be  consistent  with  that  regard  for  the  rights, 
credit  and  general  welfare  of  the  individual  states — 
not  only  no  opposition  to  which — as  antagonistic  to 
the  general  system — but  the  utmost  consistent  defe- 
rence to  which  pervaded  the  inauguration  speech  of 
the  new  president  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  morning  of  the  departure  of  tile  Great 
Western  steam  ship,  arrived  the  overland  mail  from 
India,  with  intelligence  of  the  final  settlement  of 
the  disputes  between  the  English  and  Chinese. — 
The  particulars  of  the  settlement  had  not  been  ar- 
ranged— but  the  Chinese  have  yielded  the  island  of 
Hong  Kong  to  the  English  and  to  pay  $6,000,000 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  An  express  which 
was  despatched  from  London  on  the  morning  of  ’tie 
arrival  ol  the  over-land  mail  from  India,  arrived  at 
Bristol  too  late  by  about  two  hours,  and  therefore 
the  Caledonia  takes  out  the  important  intelligence 
of  ttie  removal  of  the  blockade  of  the  Chinese  coast 
and  the  re-opening  of  the  general  trade. 

The  island  of  Hong  Kong  which  has  been  ceded 
by  the  Chinese  to  the  British,  is  represented  to  be 
very  favorably  chosen  for  a British  settlement.  It 
is  of  little  extent,  being  but  about  fifteen  miles  in 
circumference,  but  it  forms,  with  ttie  neighboring 
lands,  one  of  ttie  finest  ports  in  the  world.  Some 
affect  to  fear  that  this  possession,  in  the  hands  of 
the  British,  will  be  worth  little  more  than  Macao 
is  to  the  Portuguese.  There  is,  however,  a wide 
difference  in  the  character  and  power  of  the  two 
people. 

The  reports  from  the  manufacturing  districts  are 
not  so  improving  as  might  tiave  been  anticipated 
from  ttie  favorable  termination  of  the  difficulties 
with  China  and  the  United  States.  Ttie  cotton 
market  appears  to  be  heavy  at  Liverpool,  and  there 
is  a decline  of  jd.  per  lb.  in  London  on  East  India 
cotton,  during  the  last  four  days. 

Parliament  re-asseinbles  to-morrow,  after  the 
Easter  recess.  The  business,  however,  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  important  until  the  30th  inst.  the  day 
of  the  opening  of' the  budget  of  the  year.  This  im- 
portant expose  of  the  financial  situation  and  pros- 
pects of  Great  Biitain,  you  will  therefore  receive 
by  the  following  steam  ehip. 


The  corn  markets  remain  stationary,  and  none  of 
the  duties  were  altered  on  Thursday  last,  the  rates 
being  still  23s.  8d.  per  quarter  on  foreign  wheat, 
and  15s.  3d.  per  barrel  of  flour  of  196  lbs.  The 
weather  has  been  cold  for  the  last  few  days,  and  the 
vegetation  has  been  greatly  checked,  but  this  is  not 
important  to  the  prospects  of  the  growing  crops, 
which  remain  of  a more  promising  kind  than  for  a 
number  of  years  past. 

American  funds, — London,  April  19,  1841. 
Indiana  5 per  ct.  sterling  1863,  64  66 

Kentucky  6 per  cent.  1868,  about  60 

Louisiana  5 per  ct.  Baring’s  1844,  Stc.ab’t  80 
Maryland  5 per  ct.  sterling  1889,  buyers  74 
New  York  5 per  cent.  1858,  81  82 

Ohio  6 per  cent.  1856,  &c.  85|  86 

Pennsylvania  5 per  cent.  about  75 

United  States  bank  shares,  j£5  to  £5  05 
The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  14th  says  in  re- 
ference to  the  post  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  which  would  fall  due  on  the  15th: 

“We  learn  that  ail  arrangement  lias  been  effected 
with  the  principal  holders  of  the  post  notes  which 
will  fall  due  on  Thursday,  to  the  effect  that  the  prin- 
cipal sums  shall  remain  over  for  another  twelve 
months  upon  a further  deposite  of  225,000  dollars  of 
Pennsylvania  stock  as  an  additional  security.” 

TRANCE 

The  Paris  papers  contain  no  very  momentous 
news.  M.  Guizot  had  announced  in  the  chamber 
of  deputies,  that  negotiations  pending  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  promised  a satisfactory 
conclusion  of  the  difference  between  two  countries; 
but  he  would  not  give  further  explanation,  which 
was  demanded. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  had  voted  by  a large 
majority,  all  the  extraordinary  credits  for  1841,  re- 
quired for  the  department  of  war,  marine  and  pub- 
lic works,  amounting  to  a sum  of  upwards  of 
200,000,000  francs. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid.  The  regency  was  still  the  all-engrossing 
topic  of  discussion  and  speculation  in  the  capital, 
but  Ihe  question  had  as  yet  made  no  advance  to- 
wards a solution. 

PORTUGAL. 

Lisbon.  Senhor  Manoel  Gonsalves  de  Miranda, 
Portuguese  minister  of  marine,  died  at  Lisbon  on 
5th  instant.  His  successor  had  not  been  named; 
but  baron  Bomffin  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of 
the  portfolios  on  the  1st  of  April. 

We  are  informed  by  the  papers  that  the  bank,  the 
Confianca  company,  and  the  capitalists  of  Lisbon, 
have  jointly  refused  to  enter  into  any  transaction 
with  the  government.  The  advices  received  re- 
present money  matters  in  a very  embarrassed  state. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Private  letters  from  Berne  of  the  6th  inst.  state, 
that  notwithstanding  the  recent  decision  of  the  fe- 
deral diet,  the  Argovian  government  was  proceed- 
ing as  actively  as  ever  with  tile  spoliation  of  the 
convents  of  the  Canton.  Ttie  Catholic  population, 
on  the  oilier  hand,  emboldened  by  the  admission  of 
their  rights  by  the  legislature,  were  preparing,  with 
the  aid  of  their  allies,  to  enloice  the  execution  of 
the  deciee.  The  conservative  party  at  Lucerne 
were  piepared  to  support  the  Catholics  of  Argau  by 
forms.  The  representatives  of  Austria,  Russia  and 
England  had  taken  a strong  part  in  urging  the  diet 
to  oppose  the  proceedings  of  the  Argau  government. 

GERMANY. 

Berlin.  The  council  of  state  is  engaged  on  the 
new  penal  code,  which  is  to  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  At  present,  the  new  enactments 
for  the  prevention  oi  duelling  are  under  discussion. 
The  penalties  are  much  less  severe  than  hitherto, 
duelling  being  treated  as  murder,  and  threatened 
with  the  same  penalties,  but  the  punishment  was 
never  inflicted.  The  law  too  made  an  improper  dif- 
ference between  noblemen  and  citizens. 

PERSIA. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Persia,  dated  Tehe- 
ran, Feb.  14th,  conveys  the  important  information 
“that  the  differences  existing  between  Persia  and 
Great  Britain  had  been  satisfactory  arranged,  the 
schah  of  Persia  having  declared  himself  ready  to 
cede  the  fortress  of  Gurian,  taken  by  his  troops  in 
the  last  war.”  It  was  consequently  expected  that 
the  British  embassy  would  return  to  Teheran  forth- 
with. 
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. TURKEY. 

News  from  Constantinople,  brought  to  Marseilles 
on  the  11th  inst.  by  the  French  levant  steamer  Men- 
tor comes  down  to  the  28th  lilt.  Several  extraordi- 
nary councils  had  been  lately  held  at  the  porte,  or 
in  the  residence  of  some  of  the  ministers,  in  ou.er 
to  deliberate  on  the  reply  which  was  to  be  returned 
to  Mehemit  Ali.  Persons  generally  well  informed 
affirm  that  the  atfair  was  on  the  point  ol  being  defi- 
nitely adjusted  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  that 
the  divan  had  adopted  a decision  which,  to  avoid  all 
further  difficulties,  had  been  referred  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  London  conference. 

Ftom  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  Jlpril  19/A. 

Change  in  the  Turkish  ministry.  The  long  menac- 
ed ministerial  revolution  has  taken  place  in  Con- 
stantinople; at  least  so  says  the  Austrian  Observer 
of  the  10th,  the  official  Vienna  journal.  Its  account 
is  as  follows. 

“Advices  from  Constantinople  of  the  29th  ult. 
received  by  express,  state  that  Rescind  pasha  has 
been  dismissed  from  his  post  as  minister  ol  foreign 
affairs,  and  replaced  by  Rifant  bey  formerly  ambas- 
sador from  the  porte  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  who 
has  been  also  made  a pasha.  The  minister  of  com- 
merce, Fethi  Achemet,  pasha,  has  been  replaced  by 
the  capitan  pasha,  said  pasha,  who  is  brother-in- 
law  to  the  sultan  and  Tahir  pasha  has  been  appoint- 
ed capitan  pasha  in  his  stead.” 

The  “recommendation”  of  the  conference  ofLon- 
don  to  the  porte,  to  “modify  the  hatti-scheriff,”  may 
have  been  wise;  but  it  has  had  the  untoward  result 
of  upsetting  in  Constantinople  that  minister  and 
that  party  most  attached  to  the  liberal  ideas  of  the 
west. 

On  the  16th  March,  the  Turkish  fleet,  with  only 
800  of  the  21,000  men  who  manned  it  on  its  reach- 
ing Egypt,  re-entered  the  Bosphorus.  The  sultan 
had  repaired  in  his  steamer  to  the  Kiosks  of  the  se- 
raglio-bournou,  in  order  to  witness  the  event.  The 
“Mahmoudieh,”  ship  of  the  line,  took  the  head, 
and  on  doubling  the  point  of  the  seraglio,  fired  a 
salute  of  21  guns,  which  his  highness  ordered  should 
be  immediately  returned.  All  the  other  vesels  of 
the  fleet  followed  the  example  of  the  “Mahmou- 
dieh.” 

The  fleet  consisted  of  twenty-six  sail;  eight  ships 
of  the  line,  ten  frigates,  two  corvettes,  and  six  brigs, 
and  other  light  vessels.  The  entire  population  of 
Constantinople  and  its  environs  lined  the  banks  of 
the  channel,  and  crowded  the  heights  which  over- 
looked the  city,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  spectacle.  In 
the  course  of  the  afternoon,  the  sultan  went  on 
board  the  “Mahmoudieh,”  accompanied  by  all  the 
pashas,  and  complimented  admiral  Walker,  in  the 
most  flattering  terms,  on  his  conduct  throughout 
the  recent  occurrences. 

Major  Brace,  a Swede,  and  brother-in-law  of  ba- 
ron Brunow,  the  Russian  ambassador  in  London, 
has  entered  the  service  of  the  porte,  and  is  at  Bey- 
rout,  in  command  of  a Turkish  regiment. 

EGYPT. 

On  the  17th  ultimo,  Mehemit  Ali  had  returned 
from  Cairo,  leaving  Ibrahim  pasha  there,  invested 
with  all  administrative  powers  over  the  interior,  as 
well  as  over  the  affairs  of  the  military  and  marine 
of  Egypt.  They  had  liberated  Sheriff  pasha,  ex- 
governor of  Damascus,  from  the  arrest  in  which 
Abbas  pasha  held  him,  and  had  appointed  him  chief 
inspector  of  finance  in  the  room  of  Hussein  bey, 
lately  disgraced.  Councils  had  been  held  in  Cairo, 
and  serious  inquiries  made  into  the  recent  misma- 
nagement in  Syria.  It  was  declared  that  60,000 
men  were  necessary  for  the  effective  government 
of  Egypt,  and  Said  bey  had  been  sent  up  the  Nile 
to  concert  measures  for  a new  conscription,  as  the 
pasha  has  only  half  that  force  on  foot  at  present. 
The  increase  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  hostility 
of  the  natives  of  Abyssina,  led  by  a chief  who, 
many  years  since,  destroyed  the  pasha’s  son,  Tus- 
soon,  and  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  western 
Bedouins,  who,  it  is  said,  were  in  a conspiracy  with 
the  late  Said  El  Gharbi  against  the  pasha.  The 
eastern  Bedouins  had  also  recommenced  their  at- 
tacks on  the  government  convoys  in  the  Suez  de- 
sert. The  pasha  had  paid  off  the  long  arrears  of 
his  army,  and  was  now  discharging  those  due  to 
his  marine  and  to  their  children.  He  was  building 
barracks  for  the  the  sailors  in  Alexandria.  The 
national  guards  of  both  cities  were  still  constantly 
exercised.  A marriage  was  on  the  tapis  between 
the  son  of  Ibrahim  pasha  and  a daughter  of  Soliman 
pasha. 

lieutenant  colonel  Napier  had  sailed  with  the 
Maronite  Emirs  and  Druse  Sheiks  for  Syria  on  the 
9th  of  March,  in  one  of  the  pasha’s  corvettes,  and 
had  encountered  a severe  gale. 

Storms  and  rains  had  set  in  at  Alexandria  from 
the  10th  to  the  14th  of  March,  and  the  cases  of 
plague  bud  risen  to  fifteen  per  day. 


Mehemit  declares  his  fixed  resolve  not  to  do 
more  towards  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  the 
sultan  than  paying  a few  hundred  thousand  dollars 
a year  as  tribute.  He  disregards  the  hatti-scheriff, 
appoints  colonel  Galise  a bey  of  £750  a year,  and 
sets  him  to  fortify  the  sea  shore;  droves  of  mana- 
cled conscripts  are  arriving.  The  pasha’s  governor 
of  Kartoun,  Ahmed,  has  been  .defeated  by  Melik 
Nemir,  of  the  . Upper  Nile.'  The  Gervise  Arabs 
have  entered  Egypt  hear  the  native  lakes, and  spoil- 
ed the  tribes  of  Gebaviz.  The  pasha  has  stopped 
the  supply  of  corn  that  Egypt  annually  sends  to  the 
holy  cities. 

CHINA. 

Final  settlement'  of  the  differences : with  China! 
Excitement  in  'England  on  the  subject.  Ffom  the 
London  Morning  Chronicle.  We  received  last  night 
an  extraordinary  express  from  Paris  of  Wednesday 
evening,  bringing  our  Marseilles  correspondents 
summary  of  the  news  brought  by  the  India  mail. 

Our  dates  are  from  Chusar^to  the  20th  December, 
from  Maco  to  the  27tFi  of  January,  from  Singapore 
to  the  25th  of  January,  from  Calcutta,  to  the  18th  of 
February,  from  Man  a fa's  to  the  20th  of  February, 
from  Seinde  to  the  22d  of  February,  from  Bombay 
to  the  1st  of  March,  and  from  Alexandria  to  the 
25th  of  March. 

In  consequence  of  the  insincerity  and  tardiness 
displayed  by  the  imperial  commissioner,  an  at- 
tack was  made  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  Janua- 
ry on  the  outposts  of  the  Bogue  forts.  In  two  hours 
the  fort  was  in  possession  of  the  English,  with  a 
loss  of  only  three  killed  and  23  wounded;  that  of 
the  Chinese  is  estimated  at  from  500  to  700.  Many 
were  killed  in  the  attempt  to  escape  by  jumping 
down  from  their  embrasures,  a depth  of  20  feet,  to 
the  rocks  below.  The  ships  and  crews  escaped  un- 
hurt, although  the  fort  mounted  35  guns. 

At  the  same  time  the  fort  of  Tycocktow  was  at- 
tacked by  another  squadron.  A heavy  fire  was 
opened  on  the  fort,  and  promptly  returned,  but  the 
Chinese  guns  were  speedily  disabled,  and  a party  of 
seamen  landed  to  seize  the  fort.  The  Chinese  made 
a spirited  resistance,  but  were  soon  overpowered 
and  the  fort  captured.  The  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Samarang  was  wounded  in  the  assault 

The  steam  vessels  then  attacked  the  fleet  of  junks 
lying  in  Anson’s  bay,  but  owing  to  the  shallowness 
of  the  water,  only  the  Nemesis  could  approach  them, 
towing  12  armed  boats  from  her  majesty’s  ships. 
Her  first  rocket  set  fire  to  the  powder  magazine  ol 
one  junk;  18  others  were  blown  up  by  their  own 
crews,  and  the  rest  escaped  into  the  inner  waters. 
Next  morning  her  majesty’s  ship  Blenheim  began 
to  throw  shells  into  the  batteries  at  Wantong,  anil 
was  preparing  to  attack  the  fort  at  Anunghoy,  when 
the  Chinese  commander-in-chief  made  a communi- 
cation to  capt.  Elliot,  who  thereupon  desisted  from 
further  hostilities.  On  the  20th  of  January,  a cir- 
cular was  addressed  by  the  British  plenipotentiary  to 
her  majesty’s  subjects  in  China,  announcing  that 
preliminary  arrangements  between  the  imperial 
commissioner  and  himself  had  been  made  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

__  “1.  The  cession  of  the  island  and  harbor  of  Hong 
Kong  to  the  British  crown.  All  just  charges  and 
duties  to  the  empire  upon  the  commerce  carried  on 
there  to  be  paid  as  if  the  trade  were  conducted  at 
Whampoa. 

“2.  An  indemnity  to  the  British  government  of 
6,000,000  dollars,  1,000,000  dollars  payable  at  once, 
and  the  remainder  in  equal  annual  instalments,  end- 
ing in  1846. 

“3.  Direct  official  intercourse  between  the  coun- 
tries upon  an  equal  footing. 

“4.  The  trade  of  the  port  of  Canton  to  be  opened 
within  ten  days  after  the  Chinese  New  Year,  and  to 
be  carried  on  at  Wharnpoa  till  further  arrangements 
are  practicable  at  the  new  settlement.  Details  re- 
main matter  of  negotiation.” 

“Hong  Kong  was  to  be  garrisoned  by  the  18th 
Royal  Irish,  and  the  harbor  protected  by  the  two 
eighteen  gun  vessels.  The  plenipotentiary  has 
published  officially  his  intention  to  urge  the  opium 
indemnification  claims  upon  the  British  government, 
with  the  concurrence  also  of  the  governor  general 
of  India.” 

The  following  particulars,  in  addition  to  what  is 
given  above,  are  gleaned  from  the  correspondence 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle: 

Bombay,  March  1. 

Her  majesty’s  ship  Columbine  has  proceeded  to 
Chusan  to  recall  the  whole  of  the  troops,  as  posses- 
sion of  the  island  is  now  to  be  returned  to  the  Chi- 
nese. 

The  imperial  commissioner  has  despatched  an  or- 
der to  Ningpoe,  directing  the  release  of  all  the  pri- 
soners detained  there. 

The  plenipotentiary  seizes  the  earliest  occasion  to 
declare  that  her  majesty’s  government  has  sought  for 
no  privilege  in  China  exclusively  for  the  advantage 


of  British  ships  and  merchants,  and  he  is  only  per- 
forming his  duty  in  offering  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag  to  the  subjects,  citizens  and  ships  of 
foreign  powers  that  may  resort  to  her  majesty’s  pos- 
session. 

Pendingher  majesty’s  further  pleasure  there  will 
be  no  port  or  other  charges  to  the  British  government 
(at  Hong  Kong). 

The  plenipotentiary  now  permits  himself  to  make 
a few  general  observations. 

The  oblivion  of  past  and  redressed  injuries  will 
follow'  naturally  from  the  right  feeling  of  ihe  queen’s 
subjects: — Indeed  it  should  be  remembered  that  no 
extent  of  modification  resulting  only  from  political 
intervention  can  be  efficacious  in  the  steady  im- 
provement of  our  condition,  unless  it  be  systema- 
tically seconded  by  conciliatory  treatment  of  the 
people,  and  becoming  deference  for  the  institutions 
and  government  of  the  country,  upon  the  threshold 
of  which  we  are  about  to  be  established. 

The  plenipotentiary  can  only  presume  to  advert 
vei*y"  briefly  to  the  zeal  and  wisdom  of  the  comman- 
der of  the  expedition  to  China;  and  to  that  rare  union 
of  ardor,  patience  and  forbearance,  which  has  dis- 
tinguished the  officers  and  forces  of  all  arms  at  all 
points  of  occupation  and  operation. 

He  is  well  assured  the  British  community  will 
sympathise  cordially  with  him  in  these  sentiments  of 
lasting  respect  foriiis  excellency  and  the  whole  force, 
which  he  is  ashamed  to  express  in  such  inadequate 
language. 

He  cannot  conclude  without  declaring,  that,  next 
to  these  causes  the  peaceful  adjustment  of  difficulties 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  scrupulous  good  faith  of  the 
very  eminent  person  with  whom  negotiations  are 
still  pending.  [Keshenl] 

Her  majesty’s  plenipotentiary  considers  it  incum- 
bent upon  himself  to  lose  no  time  in  assuring  the 
commercial  community  that  he  will  use  his  best 
effort  with  her  majesty’s  government  to  secure  an 
early  and  entire  advance  of  their  claims  for  indem- 
nity. [The  opium  dealers.] 

And,  mindful  of  the  interesl  of  parties  in  India, 
he  will  not  fail  respectfully  to  move  the  right  ho- 
norable the  governor  general  of  India  to  second 
these  purposes  as  far  as  may  seem  just  to  his  lord- 
ships. 

(Signed),  CHARLES  ELLIOT, 

Her  majesty’s  plenipotentiary. 
Withdrawal  of  ihe  forces  from  ihe  Bogue.  On 
the  night  of  the  22d  of  January  his  excellency  com- 
modore sir  Gordon  Bremer  arrived  in  the  roads  ac- 
companied by  several  ships  of  war  and  steamers. 
The  English  colors  were  removed  from,  and  Chi- 
nese planted  in  their  stead,  on  Chuenpee.  On 
Thursday  last  the  ships  of  war  have  we  learn  left 
the  Bogue,  and  part  of  them  will  proceed  to  Hong 
Kong  immediately  to  take  possession  of  that  island 
in  the  name  of  her  majesty. 

Macao,  Jan.  21,  1841.  Chusan  it  is  understood, 
will  be  evacuated,  and  no  port  will  be  open  to  the 
northward.  The  future  course  of  the  opium  trade 
does  not  seem  to  have  formed  a subject  of  discus- 
sion; but  we  understand  opium  may  be  imported 
into  the  new  settlement  although  still  contraband  in 
China. 

The  general  trade,  this  season,  is  to  be  carried  on 
at  Whampoa;  and  until  we  learn  the  proposed  mea- 
sures of  the  British  government  with  regard  to 
Hong  Kong,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say  when  it  is 
likely  to  be  diverted  to  the  new  settlement.  Alto- 
gether we  look  upon  the  arrangement  as  a very  un- 
satisfactory description  of  compromise,  and  we  fear 
the  only  real  and  tangible  result  will  be  the  pay- 
ment of  6,000,000  dollars  within  the  specified  time, 
possibly  collected  by  some  additional  imposts  on  the 
foreign  trade.  We  do  not  learn  that  any  reduction 
of  the  existing  heavy  duties  is  in  contemplation,  or 
any  modification  of  the  objectionable  Hong  system; 
but  we  trust,  when  the  details  of  the  arrangement 
are  promulgated,  we  shall  find  these  matters  will  be 
properly  arranged,  and  some  hope  be  afforded  of  a 
more  secure  system  of  trade  for  the  future. 

The  crop  of  tea  is  generally  stated  to  be  about 
450  to  460  chops  of  Congou,  a very  small  quantity 
of  Souchong,  but  Pekoes  abundant.  The  quality 
is  generally  very  good.  Of  green  teas  the  actual 
arrivals  are  as  yet  small,  but  the  quantity  is  said  to 
be  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  market  was 
opened  by  the  purchase  of  the  Congou  of  the 
Kosciusko  (now  trans-shipping  to  the  Charles  Kerr, 
John  O’Gaunt,  and  Lloyd’s)  from  24  to  35  T.  for 
Gongou,  and  we  suppose  the  rates  will  not  decline 
materially. 

We  do  not  hear  of  any  Fokien  Bohea  having  been 
brought  down,  and  of  the  “Woping”  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  Canton  Bohea  we  believe  there  is 
very  little,  while  the  market  is  entirely  bare  ol  old 
tea;  there  will,  therefore,  be  low  priced  tea,  availa- 
ble for  a considerable  time.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  with  a scarcity  of  tonnage  available  fgp 
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England,  we  look  for  a moderate  export  in  season, 
and  probably  a total  export  not  exceeding  that  of 
either  of  the  two  preceding.  We  subjoin  a memo- 
randum of  the  small  export  of  tea  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  a comparative  statement  of  the  supply 
sent  home  in  previous  seasons,  which  may  prove 
interesting. 

Of  silk  the  supply  is  small,  only  about  2,500 
bales,  we  understand,  being  actually  down,  and  the 
market  is  likely  to  open  at  high  prices. 

Excitement  in  England  relative  to  the  treaty  with 
China.  As  will  be  supposed,  the  terms  of  arrange- 
ment agreed  upon  by  captain  Elliot  and  the  impe- 
rial commissioner  have  been  made  the  subject 
already  of  a great  deal  of  discussion.  The  prevail- 
ing feeling  is,  decidedly  that  of  dissatisfaction. 

Liverpool , April  16.  A meeting  of  the  East  In- 
dia and  China  association  was  held,  on  Thursday 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  proceedings  in  China.  The  result  of  the  deli- 
beration of  the  association  was  the  adoption  of  a 
letter  to  viscount  Palmerston,  in  which  the  mem- 
bers express  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  arrange- 
ments entered  into  by  captain  Elliot  with  the  Chi- 
nese authorities.  The  letter  was  signed,  on  Satur- 
day, by  all  the  houses  engaged  in  the  trade  with 
China,  and  forwarded  in  the  evening  to  London. 

We  subjoin  a copy  of  the  document: 

“To  the  right  hon.  viscount  Palmerston,  her  majes- 
ty’s secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

“My  lord:  We,  the  undersigned  merchants  of  Li- 
verpool, engaged  in  the  trade  to  India  and  China, 
venture  to  address  your  lordship  on  the  subject  of 
the  intelligence  which  has  reached  us  by  the  last 
overland  mail  announcing  that  a preliminary  treaty 
had  been  entered  into  between  her  majesty’s  pleni- 
potentiary and  the  Chinese  commissioner,  and  we 
do  so  under  deep  feelings  of  disappointment  and 
alarm. 

“In  the  treaty  to  which  we  refer,  as  officially 
communicated  to  the  British  residents  in  China,  on 
the  20th  of  Jan.  last,  we  cannot  recognise  the  ful- 
filment of  any  one  of  the  great  and  important  ob- 
jects avowedly  sought  to  be  obtained  by  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  in  the  mission  of  the  formidable 
armament  which  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  China 
during  the  last  year;  nor  can  we  trace  in  its  provi- 
sions any  thing  calculated  to  afford  a prospect  of 
redress  for  past  loss  and  suffering,  or  to  allay  dis- 
trust and  apprehension  in  entering  upon  new  deal- 
ings with  the  Chinese. 

“We  refrain  from  alluding  to  intelligence,  how- 
ever worthy  of  credit,  which  has  reached  us  from 
private  sources  in  China,  and  abstain  fioin  speculat- 
ing upon  the  nature  of  the  details  that  are  stated  to 
remain  to  be  negotiated;  but  we  find,  in  the  con- 
tents of  the  circular  itself,  issued  by  her  majesty’s 
plenipotentiary,  ample  reason  for  approaching  your 
lordship  wdlh  urgent  entreaties  that  her  majesty’s 
government  will  not  ratify  a treaty,  the  avowed  and 
prominent  conditions  of  which  are  calculated  to 
degrade  the  British  character  in  the  eyes  of  other 
nations,  and  which  contains  neither  that  reparation 
for  the  past  nor  that  security  for  the  future  which 
the  country  was  led  to  expect  she  had  a right  to  de- 
mand and  was  in  a situation  to  enforce. 

“We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  ray  lord,  your 
most  obedient  servants,  &c. 

“Liverpool,  April  16,1841. 

London,  April  19.  It  is  understood  that  lord  Pal- 
merston has  appointed  Wednesday  next,  at  five 
o’clock,  to  receive  a deputation  from  the  merchants 
of  London  on  the  subject  of  captain  Elliot’s  nego- 
tiations with  the  Chinese. 

The  above  important  news  had  created  a great 
deal  of  excitement.  The  arrangement  of  captain 
Elliot  were  wholly  unexpected,  and  did  not  appear 
to  give  unanimous  satisfaction.  The  Liverpool 
Journal  of  April  17th  has  the  following  remarks  oil 
the  subject:  “The  news  of  the  negotiation  of  a con- 
vention or  treaty  with  the  government  of  China  by 
capt.  Elliot  of  which  we  gave  the  outlines  in  our 
last,  has  by  no  means  been  received  with  unani- 
mous approbation.  This  was  to  be  expected.  Un- 
reasonable expectations  in  which  many  people  in- 
dulged, were  not  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  reasona- 
ble stipulations.  Besides  the  whole  body  of  the 
holders  of  tea  cannot  but  experience  a sore  feeling 
at  a settlement  which  so  very  much  reduced  the 
value  of  the.  commodity,  of  which  they  hold  large 
stocks;  and  the  whole  of  the  residents  in  Canton, 
and  many  of  their  correspondents  here,  are  so  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  opium  trade,  that  it  was  to  be 
expected  they  would  be  extremely  dissatisfied  with 
any  thing  short  of  a recognition  of  its  legality. 

But  leaving  these  considerations  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  ample  room 
for  doubt  that  the  treaty  is  one  of  altogether  a satis- 
factory description,  or  that  lord  John  Russel’s  pro- 
mise to  obtain  ‘indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future’  is  realized  by  the  officers  of  the  go- 


vernment. Much  depends  upon  the  value  of  the 
island  of  Hong  Kong,  which  is  known  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent harbor,  and  in  every  respect  suitable  for  a 
military  and  commercial  depot.  But  it  is  contend- 
ed that  its  situation  and  distance  from  Canton,  near- 
ly, we  believerone  hundred  miles,  makes  it  of  little 
use  for  purposes  of  traffic;  that  Canton  is  the  great 
mart,  and  that  as  other  nalions  will  go  there,  we 
must  go  there  too;  and  that,  in  Solid  advantage,  very 
little  is  gained.  Perhaps  the  most  valuable  conces- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  government  is  that 
of  treating  with  the  British  government  on  the  foot- 
ing of  a perfect  equality.  But  on  the  interpreta- 
tion of  this  every  thing  depend.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Thomas  Finley,  to  be  postmaster  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Henry  Curtis,  surveyor  of  the  revenue  at  Madi- 
sonville,  La.  vice  W.  Batterson,  deceased. 

Thomas  J.  Charlton,  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Edenton,  N.  C.  vice  Robert  M.  Noxen. 


The  new  census.  The  Madisonian  has  com- 
piled from  the  census  returns  a statement  of  the 
aggregate  population  of  each  state  in  1840,  as  of- 
ficially returned  by  the  marshals  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts and  now  nearly  perfect;  to  which  it  attaches  an 
imperfect  list  of  the  officers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment in  the  several  states,  postmasters  not  includ- 


ed. The  census  returns  are  as  follows: 


States.  Population. 

Maine,  501,793 

N.  Hampshire,  284,574 
Massachusetts,  737,699 
Connecticut,  310,015 
Rhode  Island,  108,830 
Vermont,  291,948 

New  York,  2,428,921 
New  Jerssy,  373,306 
Pennsylvania,  1,724,022 
Delaware,  78,085 

Maryland,  469,232 

Virginia,  1,230,797 

S.  Carolina,  594,398 
Mississippi,  375,654 
Tennessee,  829,210 


States.  Population. 

Florida,  54,207 

Dist.  Columbia,  43,712 
N.  Carolina,  753,110 
Georgia,  *677,197 
Alabama,  j569,645 
Louisiana,  351,176 
Kentucky,  $777,397 
Ohio,  1,519,467 

Indiana,  683,314 

Illinois,  474,404 

Missouri,  381,102 
Arkansas,  93,642 
Michigan,  211,705 
Wiskonsan,  30,752 
Iowa,  43,068 


Total  population  returned,  17,100,572 

Finances  at  the  close  of  the  last  admi- 
nistration. Treasury  department,  March  2,  1841. 
In  pursuance  of  a suggestion  by  the  president,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  submits,  with  his  resigna- 
tion, a general  statement  of  the  fiscal  operations  of 
his  department,  since  the  last  annual  report,  in  or- 
der to  show  its  condition  till  the  close  of  his  con- 
nection with  it. 

So  far  as  yet  ascertained,  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures for  the  year  1840,  have  since  that  report, 

proved  to  be  less  than  those  in  1839  by , the 

amount  then  estimated  of  between  two  and  three 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  revenue  has  turned  out,  also  to  be  nearly  the 
same,  as  then  calculated,  making  in  the  actual  re- 
sult— though  affected  by  fluctuations  in  imports 
almost  unexampled — little  or  no  variation  from  the 
estimates  in  1839,  beyond  what  has  been  the  ave- 
rage annually,  for  the  last  quarter  of  a century. 

The  available  balance  of  money  in  the  treasury, 
at  the  commencement  of  1841,  including,  as  was 
before  computed,  what  stood  to  the  treasurer  credit 
with  collectors,  receivers  and  the  mint,  subject  to 
draft,  has  proved  to  be  about  as  much  as  was  anti- 
cipated in  December  last. 

*Returns  from  nine  counties  wanting,  seven  of  which 
contained  in  1830,  55,881. 

tReturns  from  five  counties  not  included.  Four  of 
the  five  counties  contain,  according  to  the  marshal’s 
returns,  95,701. 

{Returns  from  Carter  county  wanting.  The  amount 
of  population  in  seven  counties  of  Georgia  in  1830,  and 
that  ot  four  counties  of  Alabama,  mentioned  in  this 
note,  are  included  in  the  sum  total. 

The  number  of  officers  and  functionaries  of  the  fe- 
deral government,  (postmasters,  clerks,  &c.  at  Wash- 
ington, and  sundry  agents  not  included),  is  as  follows: 
Officers  of  the  army,  1,366 

Do.  of  the  navy,  2,590 

Civil  functionaries,  2,590 

Do.  fixedly  employed  in  the  several  states,  2,292 

Total,  7,430 

Do.  employed  statedly  at  Washington,  619 

Natives  of  foreign  countries,  353 

There  are  1,421  officers  of  the  federal  government  in 
this  state,  beside  38  employed  at  Washington. 

The  federal  population  of  the  United  States  will  pro- 
bably exceed  16,000,000;  so  that  if  the  ratio  of  represen- 
tation in  the  next  congress  is  fixed  at  60,000  there  will 
he  over  260  members  in  the  next  house!  We  hope  it 
will  be  put  to  80,000  at  least. 


The  only  material  difference,  and  which  has  been 
since  explained  to  the  proper  committee,  was  caus- 
ed by  some  new  charges  imposed  by  congress, 
through  new  appropriations,  which  would  other- 
wise have  fallen  on  1841,  and  some  failures  by  the 
indebted  banks  to  pay  so  much  in  1840  as  was  ex- 
pected. 

The  power  remaining  on  the  1st  of  January  t 
issue  treasury  notes,  constituted  another  of  the 
fiscal  means  of  the  present  year,  and  it  has  been 
ascertained  to  exist  in  an  amount  somewhat  greater 
than  had  been  estimated. 

Hence  the  present  year  commenced  with  re- 
sources on  hand  quite  equal  to  the  anticipations  pre- 
viously formed.  The  differences  before  named 
were,  fortunately,  of  a character  not  to  change  the 
fiscal  condition  of  1841 — as  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  amounts  ihe  receipts  in  that  year  will 
probably  be  larger,  and  the  expenses  smaller. 

But  notwithstanding  this,  it  was  deemed  very  im- 
portant, as  detailed  fully  in  the  annual  report,  to 
obtain  at  an  early  day  the  aid  of  some  subsidiary 
means,  with  a view  to  guard  against  fluctuations 
and  contingencies  generally,  as  well  as  to  equalise 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  during  1841,  the  lat- 
ter being  likely  to  fall  very  heavily  on  the  first 
quarter  of  it. 

Accordingly,  as  had  been  done  on  some  similar 
occasions  since  the  public  debt  was  discharged,  and 
the  current  revenue  diminished,  these  means  were 
requested  by  the  department  the  first  moment  prac- 
ticable alter  the  session  began,  being  the  annual 
report  itself.  The  additional  communications,  in 
this  and  other  years,  urging  a compliance  with  such 
requests,  were  made  only  to  develop  new  facts 
and  reasons  which  had  in  the  mean  time  occupied, 

- favorable  to  the  previous  recommendations. 

Although  the  aid  was  not  in  this  instance  furnish- 
ed as  early  as  desired,  yet  the  department  has  suc- 
ceeded in  commanding  its  funds  so  effectually  as 
with  the  existing  resources  on  the  first  of  January, 
and  the  current  receipts  afterwards,  to  meet  all  the 
authorised  claims  that  were  due  and  presented  dur- 
ing the  severe  pressure  experienced  in  that  month. 

Since  the  desired  aid  was  furnished  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  new  act  concerning  treasury  notes,  in 
February:  no  necessity  has  arisen  to  issue  any  of 
them,  solel}’  with  a view  to  defray  claims  already 
payable.  But  in  consequence  of  the  public  con- 
venience being  much  promoted  by  advances  of 
money  for  pensions  before  they  would  fall  due,  on 
the  4th  of  March,  those  advances  have  been  made, 
and  an  amount  of  notes  under  the  new  act  has  con- 
sequently been  issued  equal  to  about  $500,000. 
This  is  not  so  great  by  $150,000,  as  the  sum  which 
has  already  been  forwarded  on  account  of  those  ad- 
vances. No  greater  amouut  for  any  purpose,  and 
probably  not  so  great  as  that  difference,  is  likely  to 
be  called  for  before  the  4th  instant.  Hence  it  ap- 
pears that  other  available  means  in  the  treasury 
have,  as  yet,  proved  more  than  enough,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, for  the  discharge  of  all  engagements  of 
every  kind  sanctioned  by  congress,  whether  old  or 
new,  in  arrear,  or  otherwise,  which  were  due,  and 
have  been  presented  for  payment. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  further,  that  the  re- 
ceipts since  the  year  commenced,  have  fully  sus- 
tained the  computation  for  the  whole  of  the  first 
quarter  made  by  the  department,  in  January  last. 
The  accruing  revenue  from  duties  payable  three 
and  six  months  hence,  has  been  much  larger  in 
January  than  would  be  required  monthly  to 'make 
all  the  receipts  from  that  source  in  1841  .equal  the 
amount  estimated  in  the  annual  report. 

The  revenue  received  in  February,  not  yet  fully 
ascertained,  has  probably  bepn  nearly  the  same  as 
in  the  preceding  month,  but  the  accruing  duties  are 
believed  to  have  been  considerably  less.  It  is 
computed,  however,  that  these  duties,  taken  both 
months  together,  have  been  quite  as  large  as  would 
be  their  proportion  in  order  to  make  the  receipts 
for  -the  whole  year,  from  this  source,  equal  to  the 
annual  estimate.  Nor  have  the  expenditures  since 
the  year  began  varied  materially  from  the  amount 
expected.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  add,  that, 
after  all  the  payments  above  described,  the  balance 
of  available  money  now  in  the  treasury  is  more 
than  a million  of  dollars,  including  what  stands 
subject  to  draft,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  in 
the  mints,  and  with  collectors  and  receivers.  De- 
ducting trust  funds  of  every  kind,  which  have  sel- 
dom been  so  small  in  amount,  and  none  of  which 
that  should  be  invested  remain  uninvested,  the  ba- 
lance will  still  exceed  three-fourths  of  a million. 

During  the  last  three  months  also,  as  well  as  in 
all  the  former  exigencies,  since  your  administration 
commenced,  that  balance  has  never  been  less  than 
from  half  a million  to  a million  of  dollars,  however 
much  the  treasury  may,  at  times,  have  been  exposed 
to  embarrassment  at  particular  points,  in  the  various 
crisis  to  which  its  affairs  have  been  exposed,  in  Ihe 
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performance  of  such  large,  distant,  uncertain  and 
sometimes  unexpected  operations.  But  any  good 
fortune  in  preserving  high  and  scrupulously  the  pe- 
cuniary credit  of  the  general  government,  under 
such  perils,  should  not  be  suffered  to  impair  the 
force  of  the  recommendations  that  have  from  time 
to  time  been  submitted  to  congress  for  a provision 
of  additional  means,  to  guard  well  against  sudden 
deficiencies  in  receipts  and  large  fluctuations  and 
inequalities  between  them  and  the  expenditures  in 
different  parts  of  the  year. 

The  first  recommendation  for  some  such  precau- 
tionary measure  was  presented  as  long  ago  as  1835, 
immediately  after  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt, 
and  the  termination  of  the  necessity  for  keeping  a 
large  balance  on  hand  to  aid  in  defraying  it. 

The  attention  of  congress  has  since  been  annual- 
ly invited  to  the  subject  with  earnestness  and  in 
several  different  forms.  In  respect  to  our  present 
financial  condition,  judging  from  that  part  of  the 
year  already  expired,  and  from  the  existing  means 
on  hand,  there  appears  to  be  no  danger  of  etnbarass- 
ment,  unless  it  is  hereafter  caused  by  the  circum- 
stances pointed  out  in  the  last  annual  report. 

Should  congress  before  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  or  before  the  year  closes,  burthen  the 
treasury  with  a much  greater  amount  of  appropria- 
tions than  were  called  for  in  December  last,  the 
expected  means  of  defraying  them,  as  then  explain- 
ed may  prove  proporliouably  inadequate.  So  a con- 
tinued suspension  of  specie  payments,  by  most  of 
the  banks  west  and  southwest  of  New  York,  would 
lessen  the  receipts  of  the  treasury,  as  W'as  then,  also, 
stated.  The  sudden  suspension  again  of  several  of 
those  banks,  in  February,  after  resuming  for  a short 
time,  has  already  exercised  some  malign  influence 
on  the  reviving  business  of  the  country;  and  this 
circumstance  was  immediately  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  appropriate  committee. 

But  though  it  may  continue  to  operate  unfavora- 
bly on  mercantile  credit,  there  is  nevertheless  no 
good  reason  to  doubt  that,  if  the  appropriations  are 
not  increased  beyond  what  was  called  for  in  the 
annual  estimates,  the  means  now  on  hand,  with  the 
current  receipts  and  the  existing  power  to  issue  five 
millions  of  treasury  notes  after  the  third  of  March, 
will  prove  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  ordinary  en- 
gagements. If  they  do  not  also  enable  the  depart- 
ment.to  extinguish  the  w hole  of  the  temporary  in- 
debtedness caused  by  the  issue  of  these  notes,  it  will 
be  owing  to  the  recent  and  unexpected  suspension 
again  of  many  of  the  banks,  so  sensibly  injuring  the 
prospect  for  increased  business  which  existed  to  a 
very  flattering  extent  early  in  December. 

But  congress  having  not  yet  passed  appropriations 
exceeding  in  the  aggregate,  the  whole  estimates,  no 
serious  danger  seems  to  exist,  unless  some  future 
action  of  that  body,  during  the  residue  of  the  year, 
should  augment  the  expenditures. 

Nothing  of  course,  is  easier  than  the  adoption  of 
measures  which  must  increase  the  expenses  of  1841, 
so  as  to  exceed  its  authorised  fiscal  means,  and  thus 
not  only  to  cause  embarrassment,  but  impair  the 
pecuniary  credit  of  the  general  government,  and 
leave  no  alternative  except  greatly  increased  taxa- 
tion of  some  kind,  or  a permanent  national  debt. 

But  it  is  a matter  of  congratulation  that  these 
financial  evils  have  hitherto  been  avoided,  though 
severe  commercial  convulsions,  protracted  Indian 
hostilities,  and  a periodical  reduction  of  the  revenue 
from  customs,  have  at  times  pressed  heavily  on  our 
operations.  Without  doubt  they  can  be  longer 
avoided  by  a continued  reduction  in  the  public  en- 
gagements, through  perseverance  in  economical  re- 
trenchment, and  the  careful  shunning  of  causes  for 
new  or  increased  expense.  Indeed,  it  must  be  a 
source  of  sincere  satisfaction  to  the  president  per- 
sonally as  well  as  to  the  community  at  large,  to  see 
his  administration  close  without  foreign  war,  do- 
mestic insurrection,  or  any  other  calamity,  requir- 
ing heavy  burdens  of  any  kind  to  be  imposed  on 
the  people  by  the  general  government — w'ithout  the 
creation  of  any  permanent  public  debt  whatever,  or 
even  of  a temporary  one,  that  might  not  be  discharg- 
ed within  the  year,  if  proving  as  prosperous  as  many 
have  anticipated,  without  any  increase  of  taxes, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  many  old  ones  reduced — with- 
out any  claims  due  and  authorised  by  congress  and 
the  accounting  officers  which  have  not,  as  a genera! 
rule  been  paid  with  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and 
with  promptitude,  however  much  the  department 
lias  been  incommoded  by  revulsion  in  commerce 
and  bank  suspensions,  and,  in  fine,  without  a trea- 
sury either  empty  or  bankrupt,  but  its  obligations 
in  high  credit,  and  the  means  in  its  control,  proba- 
bly enough  to  discharge  in  the  usual  manner  arid 
extent  throughout  the  year,  every  expenditure  that 
has  yet  been  sanctioned  by  congress,  or  requested 
by  yourself  or  this  department.  Respectfully, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 


War  department.  Report  of  Mr.  Poinsett  on 
tendering  his  resignation.  War  department  March  2, 
1841. 

Sir:  In  tendering  to  you  my  resignation  of  the 
office  of  secretary  of  war,  1 think  it  my  duty  to  set 
forth  briefly  the  condition  of  the  department  which 
I have  conducted  for  the  last  four  years. 

More  than  forty  thousand  Indians  have  been  re- 
moved peacefully,  and  are  happily  settled  beyond 
the  frontier  of  the  western  states.  Tranquillity  has 
been  preserved  and  rain3  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  border,  and  there  exists  no  causes  which  are 
likely  to  lead  to  its  disturbance.  The  Indians  are 
generally  contented,  and  are  gradually  advancing  in 
the  peaceful  arts  of  life. 

The  only  exception  to  universal  peace  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  in  Florida.  There,  too,  I am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  hostilities 
are  being  rapidly  brought  to  a close  by  the  success- 
ful interference  of  the  Seminole  chiefs,  who  have 
been  brought  there  from  the  west.  Contented  with 
their  lot  in  their  new  residence  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi, they  are  anxious  to  persuade  their  b re  I fire  n 
to  abandon  a hopeless  contest,  and  join  their  kins- 
men in  the  west.  My  last  advices  seem  to  regard 
these  peaceful  efforts  as  likely  to  prove  altogether 
succesful,  and  the  war  may  be  considered  virtually 
at  an  end. 

The  necessary  employment  of  the  militia  of  Flo- 
rida during  the  late  recess  of  congress,  will  give  rise 
to  arrearages  amounting  to  about  $661,816,  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  experience  of  the  department  in  set- 
tling claims  of  this  character,  not  more  than  one- half 
of  this  sum  will  probably  be  found  valid,  which  will 
have  to  be  discharged  from  the  appropriations  that 
have  been  asked  for  the  purpose.  Besides  this 
amount,  there  is  due  the  Cherokees  about  a million 
and  a half,  and  the  balances  of  former  appropriations 
for  Indian  affairs,  wdiich  still  remain  in  the  treasury, 
and  amount  to  about  a million  more.  How  much 
of  this  may  be  required  to  discharge  arrearages  is 
not  now  known;  though  it  is  not  supposed  that  the 
whole  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  It  was 
never  contemplated  by  the  department  to  invest  the 
amounts  for  the  inteiest  of  which  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  is  pledged  by  treaty.  It  is  deemed 
safer  to  keep  these  sums  in  the  treasury  forever, 
and  appropriate  annually  the  amount  of  interest  due 
thereon,  to  the  several  tribes.  They  are  not,  there- 
fore, considered  as  a part  of  the  arrearages. 

The  amount  due  for  pensions  in  the  present  month 
and  until  September  next,  have  all  been  sent  to  the 
several  pension  agents,  so  that  nothing  is  due  on  that 
account. 

Immediately  on  the  passage  of  the  act  authorising 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  I directed  that  all  the 
outstanding  claims  against  the  department  which 
were  ready  for  settlement,  and  for  which  appropri- 
ations had  been  made,  should  immediately  be  liqui- 
dated. All  those  for  work  done  on  the  fortifica- 
tions and  at  the  arsenals  and  armories,  have  accord- 
ingly been  provided  for,  except  only  about  sixty 
thousad  dollars,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  de- 
layed only  because  the  accounts  have  not  been  pre- 
sented. 

For  other  various  objects  entrusted  to  the  depart- 
ment, the  unpaid  claims  are  estimated  to  amount  to 
not  more  than  $200,000,  which  have  not  been  paid 
for  a similar  reason. 

According  to  the  reports  of  the  different  disburs- 
ing bureaus  of  the  departments,  the  unliquidated  in 
their  respective  branches  of  the  service,  at  claims 
this  time,  are  probably  not  so  great,  certainly  not 
greater  than  they  were  four  years  ago;  so  that  the 
amount  of  payments  made  since  I took  charge  of  the 
department,  fully  equals  all  its  liabilities  created 
within  that  period. 

The  army  is  in  a high  state  of  discipline,  and  is 
composed  of  10,069  men,  part  in  Florida,  and  the 
residue  stationed  along  our  extensive  frontiers. — 
Notwithstanding  the  many  causes  which  have  exist- 
ed during  the  last  four  years,  tending  to  increase  the 
expenditures  of  the  army,  growing  out  ofits  increase 
in  1838,  of  its  operation  in  Florida,  and  its  employ  - 
ment in  the  removals  of  Indians, and  along  our  north- 
ern frontier  by  the  enforcement  of  a system  of  rigid 
economy  and  accountability,  the  relative  expendi- 
tures have  been  considerably  diminished.  In  a re- 
port recently  made  by  this  department  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  it  is  shown  by  an  average  made 
of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  army  during  each  of 
the  four  years,  that  the  expense  ot  each  individual 
has  been  gradually  reduced,  witli  the  exception  of 
the  year  1838,  when  an  increase  look  place  that  was 
necessarily  incident  to  the  raising,  organizing  and 
equipping  the  additional  force,  q’he  expense  for 
each  person  in  the  army  in  1837,  was  $400  15,  and 
in  1840,  $375  96;  showing  a reduction  of  $24  19, 
or  more  than  six  per  cent. 

The  ordnance  department  has  been  rendered  very 
efficient,  and  regulations  adopted  for  its  government. 


and  for  the  better  ordering  of  all  matter  connected 
with  the  foundries  engaged  in  manufacturing  can- 
non for  government.  Since  the  return  from  Euro|>e 
of  the  board  of  ordnance  officers,  models  lor  guns  of 
the  several  calibres,  authorised  to  be  used  in  our 
service,  have  been  submitted  to  the  department  of 
war,  and  have  received  my  approval,  and  orders 
have  been  given  to  furnish  the  artillery  regiments 
with  their  proper  arms. 

The  engineers  office  has  been  conducted  in  a man- 
ner to  command  my  entire  satisfaction.  The  forts 
have  been,  and  continue  to  be  as  rapidly  completed 
and  repaired  as  the  amounts  appropriated  for  that 
purpose  will  permit.  The  institution  of  a corps  of 
sappers  and  miners  will  tend  to  keep  them  in  good 
condition  hereafter. 

The  corps  of  topographical  engineers  is  organized 
and  employed  so  as  to  produce  the  most  useful  and 
beneficial  results  to  the  country.  The  manner  in 
which  its  duties  have  been,  and  continue  tobe,  per- 
formed, has  been  highly  satisfactory  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

The  improvements  introduced  into  the  medical 
staff,  render  it  equal  to  that  of  any  service  in  the 
world. 

The  quartermaster  general’s  department  has  dis- 
charged its  duties  in  a manner  to  secure  the  most 
economical  disbursement  of  the  public  funds  com- 
mited  to  its  charge. 

Through  the  agents  of  the  commissary  general  of 
substance,  the  army  is  abundantly  supplied,  at  dimi- 
nished cost,  with  rations  of  the  best  description. 

The  duties  of  the  commissary  general  of  purchases 
are  likewise  performed  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and 
the  army  is  regularly  furnished  with  substantial 
clothing  of  our  domestic  manufacture. 

The  army  is  regularly  paid  at  stated  intervals,  in 
legal  currency,  and  the  extensive  duties  of  this 
branch  of  the  service  have  been  performed  during 
the  last  four  years  without  any  loss  to  government. 

The  long  contested  claims  arising  out  of  Indian 
reservations  under  the  Creek  treaty,  are  very  near- 
ly brought  to  a close.  More  than  three  thousand 
have  been  decided  by  this  department  since  1838, 
and  those  arising  under  the  contract  made  by  go- 
vernment with  Watsonobo  have  been  decided  by 
the  special  commissioner  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  await  only  the  final  action  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Having  in  many  cases  found  that  either  the  title 
to  the  lands  on  which  fort9  and  fortifications  are  si- 
tuated were  incomplete,  or  the  proper  evidences  of 
them  did  not  exist  in  the  department,  measures 
were  promptly  taken  to  remedy  this  deficiency. 
This  desirable  and  important  object  has  been  ac- 
complished, and  the  titles  are  all  now  believed  to 
be  perfect,  except  that  of  Pea  Patch  Island  in  the 
river  Delaware  the  right  to  which  the  department 
not  yet  succeeded  in  setting,  notwithstanding  every 
effort  has  been  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  expenses  of  the  department  have  been  gra- 
dually reduced,  notwithstanding  the  cost  of  conduct- 
ing hostilities  in  Florida.  In  1837  and  1S38  the 
gross  amount  of  expenditures  was  between  eigh- 
teen and  twenty  millions,  owing  chiefly  to  the  pro- 
fuse appropriations  of  those  anu  the  preceding  years; 
in  1839  they  were  reduced  to  less  than  fifteen 
millions,  and  1840  to  less  than  ten  millions;  being  a 
reduction  of  more  than  eight  millions  in  the  annual 
expenditure,  without  injury  to  the  service.  Very 
respectfully,  your  most  ob’t  scrv’t, 

J.  R POINTSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

THE  ARMY. 

Trouble  at  Fort  Snelling.  The  Galena  Gazette 
says:  ‘-There  have  been  rumors  in  town  for  seve- 
ral days  past  of  difficulty  between  the  Sioux  and 
the  United  States  troops  at  Fort  Snelling.  The 
following  comes  from  a gentleman  from  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  is  most  likely  nearly  correct.  He  says, 
an  Indian  attempting  to  get  into  the  garrison  at 
night  was  shot  by  a soldier.  The  Indians,  upon 
this,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  sentinel  for 
punishment.  Upon  the  demand  being  refused,  they 
surrounded  the  fort,  and  exhibited  such  indications 
of  hostility  as  to  induce  ( he  commandant  to  send  an 
express  to  Fort  Crawford  (Prairie  du  Chien)  for 
reinforcements,  which  went  up  on  the  Chippewa, 
We  apprehend  no  serious  difficulty  from  this  source. 
There  are  several  boats  above,  and  we  expect  to 
hear  laler  news  in  a day  or  two.” 

We  understand  that  boats  from  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, since  the  date  of  the  above,  bring  r.o  news 
which  would  induce  the  belief  that  any  further  diffi- 
culties had  occurred. 

[St.  Louis  Repul).  Jlpril  28. 

THE  NAVY. 

Commodore  Beverly  Kennon  lias  been  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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to  fill  t he  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  com. 
Thos.  H.  Stevens. 

The  American  squadron  was  signalized  at  Gib- 
raltar on  the  8th  ult.  healing  down  with  the  wind 
W.  supposed  for  Cadiz.  The  wind  had  blown  from 
the  same  quarter  for  some  time,  and  many  vessels 
were  wind  bound  in  the  bay. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  com.  Claxton, 
was  at  Talcahuana  previous  to  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, to  sail  for  the  United  States  in  July. 

The  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis,  capt.  Forrest,  sailed 
from  Valparaiso  on  the  15th  of  January  for  the  Is- 
lands. 

The  U.  S.  schr.  Shark,  lieut.  comdt.  Bigelow, 
was  at  Coquimbothe  29th  of  January. 

The  ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  com.  Hull,  was  at 
Mahon  in  the  early  part  of  March,  all  well  on  board. 
The  sloop  of  war  Preble  had  not  then  arrived.  The 
Ohio,  it  was  expected,  would  sail  for  the  United 
States  in  June  or  July,  by  which  time  it  was  sup- 
posed the  Delaware,  under  com.  Morris,  would  be 
there  to  relieve  her. 

The  United  Stales  frigate  Brandywine  arrived  at 
New  York  on  the  10th  instant,  from  the  straits  of 
Gibraltar.  Her  return  was  caused,  it  is  stated  in 
the  Courier  by  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  affairs 
with  Great  Britain,  intelligence  having  been  re- 
ceived at  Port  Mahon  which  led  to  a council  be- 
tween commodore  Hull  and  his  captains,  on  board 
the  Ohio,  on  the  24th.  This  resulted  in  the  sailing 
of  the  squadron,  on  the  succeeding  day,  at  twelve 
hours’  notice,  for  home. 

The  Courier  adds  these  particulars: 

The  Brandywine  parted  company  from  the  Ohio 
in  thick  and  boisterous  weather,  off'  the  Mediterra- 
nean cost  of  Spain,  on  the  5th  of  April;  and  having 
ascertained,  by  looking  into  the  bay  of  Gibraltar, 
that  no  naval  reinforcement,  as  was  reported,  had 
assembled  there,  passed  into  the  Atlantic  on  the  9th 
following. 

Further  intelligence  was  sought  in  the  direct  route 
between  Europe  and  America,  but  no  information 
so  recent  as  that  already  gained  being  met  with,  the 
frigate  hastened  home,  as  the  best  point  of  learning 
the  existing  relations  of  the  two  countries,  aud  the 
wishes  of  the  government  in  the  case. 

It  is  probable  the  Ohio  and  the  Preble  may  have 
received  more  accurate  information  by  calling  off 
Lisbon,  and  returned  ii;  consequence  to  the  Medi- 
terranean station. 

The  chaplain,  the  rev.  W.  Stewart,  was  landed  at 
Montreal,  and  proceeds  to-day  with  despatches  to 
Washington. 

Officers  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Brandywine.  Captain, 
W.  C.  Bolton;  lieutenants,  Mercer,  Adams,  Vail, 
Thac.her,  Roroan,  Warburg,  Bradford;  lieutenant  of 
marines,  A.  Garland;  surgeon,  J.  M.  Foltz;  chaplain, 
rev.  C.  J.  Stewart;  acting  master,  G.  W.  Chapman; 
assistant  surgeons,  J.  M.  Smith  aud  W.  B.  Sinclair; 
acting  prof,  of  mathematics,  W.  Floyd;  passed  mid- 
shipmen, Adams,  Cadwalder,  Read  and  Stembal; 
midshipmen,  Abbott,  Baldwin,  Corbin,  Dallas,  Da- 
ralde,  Fairfax,  Mason,  Rogers,  Van  Hook,  Wells 
and  Westcott;  captain’s  clerk,  C.  S.  Stewart;  boat- 
swain, C.  Matthews;  gunner,  L.  Parker;  carpenter, 
H.  B.  Leslee;  sailtnaker,  W.  Bennet.  Purser  Coo- 
per, and  surgeon  Greene,  remained  at  Port  Mahon. 

The  steam  frigate  Mississippi.  At  about  half  past 
one  o’clock,  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  inst.  the  steam 
frigate  Mississippi  was  launched  in  the  presence  of 
not  less  than  thirty  thousand  people.  It  was  a beau- 
tiful sight.  She  glided  into  the  water  with  the 
lightness  of  a leather  and  the  grace  of  a swan.  A 
more  perfect  model  of  naval  architecture  was  pro- 
bably never  seen.  The  Ledger  remarks: 

The  keel  of  the  Mississippi  was  laid  in  August, 
1339,  since  which  time  a daily  average  of  about  lOt) 
men  have  been  engaged  upon  her,  a period  of  twen- 
ty-one months.  She  measures  twelve  feet  more  in 
length  than  the  great  ship  Pennsylvania,  launched 
from  the  same  building;  and  though  she  has  a few 
leet  less  of  beam,  her  wheel  house  gives  her  the  ap- 
pearance of  much  greater  width.  Her  dimensions 
are  as  follows: 


Feet. 

Inches. 

Length  of  keel, 

206 

9 

Length  between  the  perpendiculars. 

220 

Extreme  length  from  the  cutwater  to 

the  tatfrail. 

244 

Width  of  beam  moulded  or  width  at  the 

timbers. 

39 

The  same  outside  of  planking. 

40 

Extreme  breath  outside  the  paddle  boxes  66 

6 

Depth  of  hold, 

22 

6 

Measurement  of  tons  (per  carpenter’s 

measurement)  as  a double-decker,  1,788  tons. 
Measurement  as  a single-decker,  1,945  tons: 
Measurement  by  the  rule  that  the  ton- 
nage of  the  steamship  President  is  es- 
timated by  2,280  tons.  , 


She  has  two  magazines,  one  forward  and  one  aft, 
lined  all  round  with  copper,  fitted  with  wooden 
tanks  lined  with  lead  and  thus  made  wholly  imper- 
vious to  water.  In  case  the  vessel  should  spring  a 
leak,  or  by  taking  fire  should  render  it  necessary"  to 
overflow  her  with  water,  the  powder  would  be  kept 
dry  and  fit  for  instant  use.  This  is  a great  improve- 
ment over  the  old  practice  of  carrying  it  in  barrels. 

She  has  thirty  water  tanks,  twelve  at  the  engine 
and  eighteen  forward.  These  tanks  are  of  wrought 
iron,  securely  riveted,  water  tight,  and  enclosed  in 
wooden  cases.  They  are  of  different  size  and  shape 
and  when  stowed  form  a level  surface. 

The  frame  of  this  frigate  i3  of  live  oak,  from 
Florida.  The  frame  is  admirably  secured  by  iron 
trusses  running  from  the  gun  deck  to  the  se- 
cond futtock  head,  bolted  through  the  frames. — 
These  are  five  feet  apart,  four  inches  wide,  and  three 
quaiters  of  an  inch  thick.  Between  the  birth  deck 
clamps  and  the  bilge  streaks  at  second  futtock  and 
first  futtock  heads,  there  are  trusses  of  timber  six 
inches  square,  running  at  right  angles  with  the  bra- 
ces. The  main  kelson  is  of  live  oak,  two  feet  deep; 
there  are  four  wing  kelsons  of  white  oak,  on  which 
the  bed  plates  for  the  engines  rest.  These  bed 
plates  are  secured  by  about  forty  iron  bolts,  from  2 
to  4 inches  in  diameter,  running  through  the  tim- 
bers, the  heads  covered  by  the  bottom  planks. 

The  engines  are  secured  together  by  massive  cast 
iron  framing,  in  the  Gothic  style,  combining  in  an 
eminent  degree  strength  and  compactness. 

The  paddle  wheel,  shafts,  cranks,  connecting 
rolls,  crossheads,  &cc.  are  immense  masses  oft vroughl 
iron,  which  were  forged  at  the  West  Point  foundry, 
at  Cold  Spring.  In  addition  to  their  being  beauti- 
ful specimens  of  heavy  forging,  they  are  palpable 
evidences  that  heavy  smith  work  of  this  description 
can  be  executed  in  this  country. 

The  boilers  are  of  copper,  each  being  13  feet 
wide,  14  feet  long,  12  feet  3 inches  high,  with  dou- 
ble return  flues,  so  that  the  flame  traverses  the 
length  of  the  boiler  three  times  before  it  reaches 
the  chimney.  They  are  strongly  braced  at  inter- 
vals of  eight  inches,  and  are  to  be  proved  to  a pres- 
sure of  thirty  pounds  to  each  square  inch  of  sur- 
face. Each  will  weigh  about  50,000  lbs.  The 
cylinders  are  6 feet  3 inches  in  diameter — 7 feet 
stioke.  The  castings  weighed  in  the  rough  about 
16,000  Ib3.  and  in  their  finished  state  about  12,000 
each. 

The  lever  beams  are  of  cast  iron — two  for  each 
engine — weighing  12,000,  lbs  each. 

This  vessel  is  intended  to  cany  between  700  and 
800  tons  of  coal,  which  will  suffice  for  about  25  days 
steaming. 

All  the  work,  with  the  exception  of  the  very 
heavy  forging  and  the  brass  castings,  has  been  exe- 
cuted at  the  Southwark  foundry,  and  in  a man- 
ner that  challenges  comparison.  The  whole  of 
the  machinery  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon 
those  enterprising  machinists,  Messrs.  Merrick  and 
Town. 

Hcrarnament  is  intended  to  be  on  a scale  com- 
mensurate with  her  magnificent  hull  and  machine- 
ry. She  is  pierced  with  twenty-six  ports  in  all, 
but  it  is  intended  that  she  shall  carry  but  eighteen 
guns  in  all — six  aft  the  wheel  house  and  three  for- 
ward only,  on  each  side.  She  will  carry  two  ten 
inch  Paixhan  guns  forward,  which  are  to  traverse 
the  greater  part  of  a circle  on  a swivel;  these  two 
guns  will  be  able  to  carry  shot  of  one  hundred 
pounds  weight.  The  other  sixteen  guns  will  be  of 
eight  inch  bore,  and  will  carry  sixty-four  pound 
balls.  The  intention  now  is  to  bore  out  double  for- 
tified forty-two  pounders  for  this  purpose.  This, 
however,  may  ultimately  be  abandoned,  and  eight 
inch  oidnance,  cast  for  this  especial  purpose,  be 
adopted  in  their  stead. 

On  her  upper  or  main  deck  all  hergnnsare  in- 
tended to  be  placed.  A large  space  is  left  in  the 
centre  of  the  berth  deck  for  the  engines  and  ma- 
chinery. There  are  two  coal  bunkers,  each  about 
eighty  feet  in  length,  and  are  situated  on  the  lar- 
board and  starboard  sides  of  the  engines.  Her  com- 
plement of  men  will  be  about  two  hundred,  the  berths 
lor  whom  will  occupy  all  the  space  on  the  berth 
deck,  from  the  bow  up  to  30  feet  aft  of  the  foremast. 
Then  come  the  bulkheads  of  the  engine-room  and 
the  coal  bunkers.  These  bulkheads  run  alt,  flush 
with  the  mainmast,  all  aft  of  which  is  preserved  lor 
the  senior  and  junior  officers.  Belowthe  berth  deck, 
and  from  it  to  the  keel,  the  frigate  is  divided  into 
five  compartments  by  four  water  tight  iron  bulk- 
heads, which  run  athwart  ships,  and  which  would 
prevent  her  from  sinking  or  filling,  i(  by  accident 
or  buttle  she  should  spring  a leak.  The  bulkwarks 
are  cut  away  at  the  bow  to  allow  the  ten  inch 
guns  to  traverse  and  play,  and  theie  are  pieces 
hung  by  hinges  as  port-shutters,  which  fit  in  these 
apertures,  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  being  built 
up  solid. 
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Expenses,  executive,  legislative  and  ju- 
DICIAKV  OF  THE  SEVERAL  STATES.  We  find  in 
the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  a very  interesting  table, 
prepared  no  doubt  with  much  labor  and  industry  by 
the  editor,  showing  the  annual  cost  to  the  people  of 
each  state,  of  their  several  departments  of  govern- 
ment, viz:  executive,  legislative  and  judicial.  The 
editor  observes,  “to  exhibit  at  one  view  the  entire 
sum  expended  for  all  purposes,  was  more  than  we 
had  materials  to  do;  it  varying  with  contingencies 
for  which  no  uniform  estimates  could  be  made,  and 
depending  solely  on  the  annual  appropriations  of 
the  legislature.”  The  table  therefore  shows  only 
the  actual  cost,  annually,  of  the  three  departments 
of  the  government. 


States. 

Exe'tive. 

Legis. 

Jud’ry. 

Total. 

Maine 

5,700 

20,000 

11,800 

37,500 

IN.  Hampshire 

5,000 

20,183 

10,959 

36,142 

V ermont 

1,800 

15,000 

7,325 

24,125 

Masssachusetts 

14,800 

65,280 

51,285 

131,365 

Rhode  Island 

1,800 

8,100 

1,750 

11,650 

Connecticut 

4,734 

11,840 

5,650 

22,224 

New  York 

13,300 

29,880 

52,400 

95,580 

New  Jersey 

3,050 

22,000 

7,380 

22,430 

Pennsylvania 

11,600 

33,600 

45,546 

90,746 

Delaware 

2,733 

14,580 

5,850 

23,163 

Maryland 

10,950 

15,840 

23,300 

50,090 

Virginia 

15,253 

41,280 

45,550 

102,083 

North  Carolina 

5,300 

49,620 

24,330 

79,250 

South  Carolina 

9,100 

43,520 

33,000 

85,620 

Georgia 

15,000 

91,500 

23,225 

129,725 

Alabama 

7,000 

45,000 

33,975 

85,975 

Mississippi 

10,000 

30,800 

34,750 

75,550 

Louisiana 

16,000 

31,280 

60,000 

107,280 

Tennessee 

6,250 

25,450 

33,910 

65,610 

Kentucky 

9,500 

25,920 

39,150 

74,570 

Ohio 

5,750 

20,520 

34,350 

57,620 

Indiana 

2,900 

28,080 

13,850 

44,830 

Illinois 

4,200 

10,800 

14,850 

29,850 

Missouri 

7,250 

25,200 

17,750 

50,200 

Arkansas 

5,200 

18,480 

10,150 

33,830 

Michigan 

4,300 

13,500 

7,100 

24,900 

198,470 

747,253 

646, 1S5 

1,591,908 

Wheat  cnop  of  the  west.  We  have  seen 
some  of  the  aggregate  returns  made  by  the  marshals, 
under  the  census  act,  of  the  productions  of  particu- 
lar states.  These  afford  an  opportunity  of  compar- 
ing the  results  of  industry  and  fertility  of  soil,  in  the 
different  regions  of  the  United  States. 

Wheat  is  unquestionably  the  most  important  sta- 
ple productions  of  the  earth,  because  it  is  most  ne- 
cessary to  the  support  of  man. 

It  seems  by  the  statistical  returns,  that  Ohiu  is 
the  most  productive  wheat  growing  state.  The  order 
of  the  wheat  production  is  thus: 

Ohio,  16,000,000  bushels. 

Pennsylvania,  13,000,000  do. 

New  York,  11,000,000  no. 

Virginia,  10,000,000  do. 

There  is  one  fact  to  be  noticed  in  the  produc- 
tion of  wheat,  which  we  suppose  none  but  close 
inquiriers  are  informed  of.  That  is,  that  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  states  raise  comparatively  no 
wheat,  or  at  least  much  less  than  their  consumption. 
The  New  England  states,  for  example,  raise  scarcely 
any  wheat.  The  southern  raise  but  little.  The  pro- 
duction of  the  northwestern  states  stand  thus: 


Ohio, 

16,000,000  bushels, 

Indiana, 

4 154,256 

do. 

Illinois, 

2,302,000 

do. 

Michigan, 

1,899,283 

do. 

Western  Virginia, 

5,248,000 

do. 

Western  Pennsylvania, 

5,000,000 

do. 

Total 

34,603,539 

do. 

In  Western  Virginia  is  included  the  Valley,  being 
the  production  of  the  whole  country  west  of  the 
Blue  Ridge. 

South  of  the  Ohio  there  is  not  a large  portion  of 
wheat  raised,  but  how  much  we  cannot  now  tell. 
Of  all  the  north  Western  region,  from  the  Blue 
Ridge  to  the  Mississippi,  Ohio  raises  about  half  the 
wheat  raised.  The  flour  made  from  this  wheat  is 
eaten  in  New  England,  as  well  as  Old  England,  the 
West  Indies  and  South  America. 

The  raising  of  wheat  in  Ohio  has  sprung  up  as 
naturally  as  the  forest  plants.  No  speculative  stimu- 
lous  has  been  given  to  it.  The  only  aid  it  has  re- 
ceived was  the  building  of  the  canals,  w ithout  which 
the  wheat  crop  of  Ohio  could  not  have  reached  its 
present  magnitude. 

The  farmers  of  Ohio  receive  on  an  avarage  one- 
third  less  for  each  bushel  of  wheat  than  the  farmers 
of  New  York  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. It  may  be  asked,  then,  how  have  they  been 
able  to  raise  the  most  wheat?  The  answer  is  most 
evident.  The  fertility  of  the  soil  is  ( with  the  same 
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labor)  more  than  one-third  greater.  The  extreme 
natural  richness  of  the  western  country,  then,  gives 
it  great  agricultural  advantages  over  any  part  of  the 
United  States.  [Cin.  Chron. 

CONNECTICUT. 

A state  military  convention  was  to  be  held  at 
Hartford  on  Thursday  last.  Its  object  was  to  take 
into  consideration  the  present  militia  system,  and 
to  adopt  efficient  means  to  improve  its  condition. 

NEW  YORK. 

Finances  of  the  state.  Report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  on  various  reports  referred,  of  the  state 
officers,  in  senate,  March  23, 1841. 

Mr.  Verplanck,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  annual  report  of  the 
comptroller,  that  of  the  commissioners  of  the  canal 
fund,  and  other  reports  and  documents,  report: 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  several  reports 
and  papers  referred  to  them  under  consideration  and 
have  concurred  in  various  estimates  and  recommen- 
dations therein  contained.  Bills  in  conformity  there- 
with, have  been  prepared,  some  of  which  have  al- 
ready been  introduced,  and  are  now  pending,  and 
another  is  herewith  submitted.  The  present  bill 
being  intended  to  aid  in  presenting  hereafter  the 
financial  condition  of  the  state  to  the  legislature  and 
the  people,  in  a more  clear  and  simple  form  than 
heretofore,  the  committee  regard  this  as  a proper 
occasion  to  present  their  general  views  of  our  finan- 
cial state  and  policy,  and  to  give  in  a condensed 
form  the  results  of  the  estimates  upon  which  the 
measures  and  appropriations  recommended  by  this 
committee  were  founded.  In  the  examination  it  is 
important  first  to  state  the  real  amount  of  the  debts, 
and  the  public  property  of  the  state. 

Of  the  debt  of  $ 7,737  81  contracted  before  1825, 
for  the  original  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain canals,  there  remains,  after  extinguishing 
$5,683,963,  a debt  which,  (with  the  exception  of 
$36,000),  cannot  be  redeemed  before  1845,  unless 
with  the  consent  of  the  holders.  This  amounts  to 


appearing  as  debt  in  our  accounts,  which  is  either 
wholly  nominal,  and  matter  only  of  account,  or  is 
fully  provided  for  by  well  invested  funds,  produc- 
ing an  interest  exceeding  that  annually  paid. 

Throwing  these  debts  out  of  the  circulation,  the 
present  real  debt  of  the  state  will  be  found  as  fol- 
lows: 

General  fund  debt. 

Astor  stock  at  5 per  cent.  $561,500 

Due  to  the  bank  safety  fund  693,086 

$1,254,586 


Canal  debt. 

For  the  Erie  canal  enlargement  $6,500,000 

For  the  lateral  canals  finished,  (as  03wa- 
go,  Cayuga  and  Seneca,  Crooked 
Lake,  Chenango  and  Chemung  ca- 
nals), and  unfinished,  (the  Black  Ri- 
ver and  Genesee  Valley  canals)  7,151,784 


Total  canal  debt  $13,651,784 

Of  this  amount,  about  ten  millions  have  been  ex- 
pended on  works  which  are  not  yet  finished,  and 
consequently  produce  no  revenue. 

There  are  besides  some  present  contingent  liabi- 
lities of  the  state,  being  loans  of  state  credit  to  in- 
corporated companies  for  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement. For  the  payment  of  principal  and  in- 
terest of  these,  the  several  companies  are  bound  in 
the  first  instance,  and  the  state  is  secured  by  the 
pledge  of  their  whole  property  invested  in  the  seve- 
ral works  to  a much  larger  amount  than  the  respec- 
tive loans. 

The  loan  of  credit  to  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal  $800,000 

Ditto  to  several  rail  road  companies, 

(see  comptroller’s  report  of  Jan.  26, 

1841)  2,135,700 

Since  issued  300,000 


$3,235,700 


$2,054,808. 

The  means  for  the  redemption  of  the  debt  are  al- 
ready provided.  These  consist  of, 

1st.  The  loan  to  the  U.  States  deposite  fund  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  invested  in  the  se- 
veral counties  in  bond  and  mortgage  $917,385 
The  moneys  received  from  time  to  time 
from  these  bonds  are  directed  to  be 
applied  to  the  repayment  of  the  loan 
after  the  extinguishment  of  a smaller 
similar  debt  to  the  general  fund. 

2d.  Loan  to  the  city  of  Albany  at  five 
per  cent,  which  is  in  a progress  of  gra- 
dual reduction  annually,  so  as  to  be 
extinguished  in  1845  162,000 

3d.  Deposites  in  banks  drawing  an  inte- 
rest of  five,  and  five  and  half  per  cent, 
payable  at  60  and  90  days’  notice  944,510 

Ditto,  without  interest,  subject  to  im- 
mediate draft  46,069 

Making  an  aggregate  of  productive 
funds  applicable  only  to  the  payment 
of  the  above  debt,  of  $2,079,944 

There  is  also  another  debt  purely  nominal,  which 
has  sometimes  led  to  misstatement. 

1st.  The  general  fund  appears  a debtor  for  loans 
from  the  canal  fund  without  interest,  according 
to  the  act  of  1836,  to  the  amount  of  $1,637,603 
This  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  se- 
veral sums  applied  out  of  the  excess 
of  the  canal  revenue  to  the  general 
expenses  of  former  years,  when  the 
other  revenues  fell  short;  under  the  act 
authorising  such  deficiency  to  be  sup- 
plied by  a loan  not  exceeding  400,000 
dollars  in  any  year  from  the  surplus 
canal  revenue.  This  being  a mere 
matter  of  account  between  two  funds, 
both  belonging  to  the  state,  is  no  real 
debt. 

2d.  Loan  from  the  canal  fund,  made  in 
1837,  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  deposite 
fund  to  complete  the  full  amount  of 
investment  of  mortgages  in  the  seve- 
ral counties,  and  which  has  since  been 
in  gradual  progress  of  reduction.  It 
is  now  917,385 


Thus  there  appears  to  be,  besides  this 
amount  of  contingent  and  guarantied 
debt  just  stated,  a total  amount  of 
other  state  debt  of  $14,905,370 

These  debts,  and  whatever  additional  amounts 
may  hereafter  be  added,  were  contracted  doubtless 
upon  the  general  credit  of  the  productive  aggregate 
wealth  of  the  state;  of  which  the  official  valuation 
of  1840  gave,  of  the  real  estate  the  value 
of  $517,723,170 

And  of  the  personal  property  121,449,830 


This  loan  being  invested  in  bond  and 
mortgage,  is  perfectly  secure,  and  is 
not  a debt  of  the  state,  but  simply  so 
much  of  the  fund  for  the  redemption 
of  the  old  canal  debt,  invested  in  bond 
and  mortgage  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  U.  S.  deposite  fund. 

This  amounts  to  $2,554,988 

Making,  with  the  old  canal  debt  of  2,079,964 

The  aggregate  of 


$4,634,952 


Making  a total  amount  of  $639,173,000 

As  this  valuation  does  not  include  any  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  or  that  belonging  to  towns,  cities,  &c. 
nor  the  property  invested  in  colleges,  academies, 
schools,  churches,  &c.  and  as  the  valuation  of  the 
real  estate,  made  for  the  purpose  of  local  taxation, 
is  well  known  to  be  placed,  almost  every  where, 
below  its  real  and  market  value,  and  in  very  many 
counties,  very  far  below  that  value,  there  is  certain- 
ly a property  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  millions 
of  dollars  in  this  state  which  may  be  subjected  to  a 
state  taxation,  (from  which  it  is  now  wholly  ex- 
empt), in  case  of  any  partial  deficiency  of  ordinary 
revenue. 

This  consideration,  however,  is  important  mainly 
as  to  the  stability  of  our  credit  abroad  and  at  home, 
there  being,  as  will  be  shown,  no  probable  necessi- 
ty for  resorting  to  such  taxation. 

The  properly  which  the  state  holds  in  its  own 
right,  and  not  merely  as  a right  of  eminent  domain 
over  the  property  of  its  citizens,  is  that  to  which  we 
must  look  immediately  for  annual  revenue,  and  for 
the  means  of  paying  present  and  future  debts. 

In  estimating  the  public  property  of  the  state,  that 
which  is  subject  to  general  use  is  alone  to  be  taken 
into  account.  The  public  buildings  of  the  state, 
with  its  prisons,  arsenals,  asylum,  & c.  are  therefore 
not  taken  into  this  estimate,  any  more  than  the  well 
invested  funds  specially  devoted  to  aid  local  taxa- 
tion and  the  collegiate  and  academic  corporate 
funds,  for  the  purposes  of  public  instruction. 

These  funds,  however,  in  this  general  view  of  our 
financial  condition,  it  is  proper  to  state  for  the  pur- 
pose of  information. 

These  consist  of  the  original  common 
school  fund  $2,033,808 

The  lands  belonging  to  the  same,  esti- 
mated at  196,241 

The  U.  S.  deposite  fund,  applied  under 
the  act  of  1838  to  the  purposes  of  edu- 
cation 4,014,520 

The  literature  fund,  for  similar  purposes, 
has,  besides  its  unproductive  lands,  a 
fund  of  268,778 


$6,513,347 


Throwing  out  of  the  calculation  these  funds,  sa- 
cred to  special  purposes,  justly  cherished  by  our 
whole  people,  the  remaining  productive  state  pro- 
perty will  be  found  to  consist: 

1st.  In  the  canals,  the  tolls  of  which  produce,  after 
paying  the  expense  of  superintendence,  a clear 
and  increasing  income  of  $1,250,000,  equal,  in 
their  present  state  of  partial  completion,  to  a ca- 
pital of  $25,000,000 

The  rents  derived  from  the  salt  springs, 
about  $150,000  annually,  equal  to  a 
capital  of  3.000,000 


$28,000,000 

This  income,  like  the  canal  revenue,  is  progres- 
sive, though  not  regularly  so,  as  more  distant  mar- 
kets are  opened  for  the  salt,  or  a greater  demand 
arises  from  our  increase  of  population. 

The  next  important  point  of  inquiry  is  the  com- 
parison of  the  amount  of  annual  expenditure,  and  of 
interest  upon  funded  debt  paid  by  the  state,  with 
its  income. 


This  comparison  will  be  simplified  by  throwing 
aside  from  the  estimate  on  both  sides,  the  payments 
to  the  purposes  of  education  from  the  specific  funds 
above  stated,  as  well  as  the  income  from  them;  and 
also  the  expenses  for  the  peuitentiary  establish- 
ments, so  far  as  the  same  are  met  by  their  specific 
income;  and  those  of  the  marine  hospital,  and  other 
establishments,  defrayed  from  the  seamen’s  and  pas- 
senger’s fund. 

These,  and  similar  receipts  and  expenditures, 
would,  if  stated,  merely  swell  and  complicate  the 
account  without  producing  any  difference  in  the  re- 
sult. 

The  legislative,  judicial,  executive  and 
militia  expenses  paid  by  the  state, 
amount  annually  to  $300,000 

The  Indian  annuities  and  expenses,  geo- 
logical survey  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
penditures, may  be  estimated  at  60,000 

Public  buildings,  new  state-hall, asylum, 

&c.  100,000 


Annuities  to  institution  for  the  deaf  and 

dumb,  blind,  &c.  66,50Q 

Interest  on  state  debt,  other  than  that  for 

internal  improvement  61,600 


$538,100 

This  estimate  includes  the  sum  of  $125,000  for 
the  erection  of  the  new  state-hall  and  the  main 
building  of  the  state  asylum,  and  for  the  geological 
survey,  all  of  which  will  be  completed  in  1841. — 
This  amount  may  be  hereafter  applied  to  similar 
objects  or  unexpected  demands  of  some  other  na- 
ture. 

The  aggregate  payments  for  the  last  year  were 
swelled  beyond  this  amount,  by  the  expenditure  of 
$145,941  for  erection  of  buildings;  of  $42,000  for 
surveys  for  internal  improvement,  and  also  by  the 
purchase  of  Indian  lands  to  be  re-sold;  none  of  these 
forming  the  ordinary  annua!  expenditure. 

The  ordinary  revenue  arising  from  our  salt  rents, 
may  be  computed  at  present  at  $150,000 

From  auction  duties  175,000 

From  fees  of  officers  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, and  some  smaller  revenues  65,000 


$390,000 


The  above  estimate  of  revenue  from  the  salt 
springs  is  made  without  any  calculation  of  the  pro- 
gressive character  of  this  fund  as  a wider  market  is 
opened  for  our  salt;  whilst  the  estimate  of  the  auc- 
tion duties  is  placed  below  the  actual  receipts  of 
many  former  years,  which  have  sometimes  exceed- 
ed $250,000,  and  were  last  year  reported  at  325,000 
dollars. 

It  is  therefore  believed  that  the  state  revenue, 
from  these  sources,  will  commonly  hereafter  a good 
deal  exceed  the  amount  stated,  but  it  has  been 
thought  preferable  to  avoid  the  chance  of  any  over 
estimate,  and  to  place  the  amount  at  the  receipts  of 
the  present  year,  leavingany  future  increase  to  meet 
any  unexpected  increase  of  expenditure  from  un- 
foreseen causes. 

Thus  the  ordinary  deficiency  of  the  state  revenue 
on  this  low  estimate,  exclusive  of  that  derived 
from  our  public  works,  to  meet  the  probable  annual 
expenditures,  will  be  $197,000,  or  a sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 200,000  and  which  may,  with  economy  as 
to  building  and  micellaneous  expenses,  be  reduced 
to  about  $100,000. 

It  may  also  possibly,  in  some  years  of  more  free 
expenditure,  be  increased  to  $300,000. 

An  annual  appropriation  of  $200,000  from  the 
canal  revenues  will  meet  the  average  deficiency  of 
the  other  state  funds. 

The  present  gross  amount  of  our  canal  revenues 
may  be  safely  estimated  from  the  returns  of  the  last 
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year’s  season  of  navigation,  two  months  of  which 
fall  within  the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  revenue  from  tolls  was  $1,775,747 

Income  from  water  rents,  &c.  about  9,000 

The  revenue  of  the  lateral  canals  was 
about  $75,000,  or  $68,040,  exclusive 
of  the  Genesee  valley,  part  of  which 
was  open  for  a short  time  at  the  end  of 
the  season.  The  revenue  from  that 
canal  during  the  year  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  $20,000,  and  the  whole  income 
of  the  laterals  at  90,000 


Making,  in  round  numbers  $1,875,000 

The  expenses  of  repairs,  superinten- 
dence, &c.  including  the  usual  allow- 
ance for  those  extra  repairs  which 
are  rather  new  constructions  and  im- 
provements, but  which  have  been  fre- 
quently classed  under  this  head,  are 
about  $550,000 

Interest  on  present  enlargement 
debt  330,000 

Upon  debt  for  the  construction 
of  the  lateral  canals,  357,000 

1,237,000 


Leaving  an  excess  of  income  of  $638,000 

From  which  there  is  also  to  be  deducted 

the  payments  necessary  to  meet  the 

ordinary  state  expenditures  200,000 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $438,000 

to  meet  the  interest  on  any  additional  debt  or  other 
contingent  charge,  or  else  be  applied  directly  to  the 
cost  of  construction. 

The  total  cost  of  work  still  under  contract,  (the 
greater  part  being  put  under  contract  during  the 
year  1838),  amounts  to  $6,310,454.  Should  the 
sum  of  $4,000,000  be  appropriated  this  year  to  be 
applied  to  these  contracts,  the  future  progress  of 
public  works  and  their  annual  expense  will  be  here- 
alter  under  the  control  of  the  legislature,  without 
any  risk  of  disappointing  the  arrangements  of  con- 
tractors or  exposing  the  state  to  heavv  responsibi- 
lities for  consequent  damages.  The  expenditures 
on  our  public  works,  after  the  application  of  the 
present  year’s  appropriation,  and  about  three  mil- 
lions in  addition,  may  be  enlarged  or  reduced,  as 
the  revenue  may  justify  or  the  wants  of  trade  re- 
quire, whilst  the  future  additions  to  our  canal  debt 
and  the  rate  of  progress  of  our  public  works  may 
be  graduated  accordingly. 

What  that  future  revenue  and  rate  of  progress 
may  be,  is  of  course  a matter  of  estimate  and  pro- 
bability only.  But  such  estimates  need  not  rest 
upon  mere  conjecture.  Ttiey  may  be  drawn  from 
the  observed  laws  of  population  and  trade,  since  the 
canal  transportation  cannot  but  continue  to  hold 
some  regular  proportion  to  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  wealth  in  our  own  state,  and  in  the  vast 
regions  beyond,  which  must  find  their  best  avenue 
to  the  Atlantic  through  our  artificial  channels  of 
internal  communication.  Such  estimates,  though, 
like  all  human  calculations  upon  probabilities,  li- 
able to  error  and  disappointment  as  to  their  parti- 
cular application  at  any  given  time,  and  in  all 
events  but  approximations  to  the  actual  results,  are 
yel  in  the  main,  and  on  the  long  run,  safe  guides 
for  action  when  prudently  used. 

The  canal  board,  in  their  special  report  to  the 
legislature  of  April  11,  1840,  have  shown  from  the 
comparisons  of  the  returns  of  former  years,  that  the 
canal  tolls  had  increased  with  remarkable  regulari- 
ty, at  the  rateof  seven  and  a half  per  cent,  annually, 
for  the  period  of  ten  years;  that  is,  not  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  in  regular  progression  successively 
upon  each  last  year,  but  75  per  cent,  in  the  ten 
years,  increasing  regularly  during  the  whole  term. 
This  term  was  selected  as  being  one  sufficiently 
long  to  embrace  the  ordinary  fluctuations  of  trade, 
and  yet  not  so  long  as  to  reach  beyond  the  probable 
operation  of  existing  causes. 

The  probability  of  this  estimate  is  not  only  sup- 
ported by  the  former  experience  of  the  canals,  and 
especially  that  of  the  last  season  of  navigation,  since 
the  report  and  agreeing  with  its  estimate,  but  is  con- 
firmed by  various  considerations  from  the  general 
laws  according  to  which  population  has  hitherto 
augmented;  and  the  interchange  and  consumption 
of  domestic  and  foreign  products  have  been  regu- 
lated. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  assumed  as  a safe  and  pro- 
bable basis  of  calculation  of  our  future  revenue,  and 
consequent  means  of  prosecuting  the  public  works, 
either  now  in  progress  or  in  contemplation.  Yet 
notwithstanding  its  probable  truth,  prudence  must 
dictate  that  in  this,  as  in  all  similar  calculations, 
mere  probability'  must  not  be  regarded  as  certainty, 
but  that  the  means  of  compensation  for  any  unex- 
pected error  should  always  be  provided.  Assuming, 


then,  this  estimate  as  the  basis  of  calculation,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  should  the  actual  re- 
sults of  revenue  fall  short  of  the  estimates,  that  de- 
ficiency must  be  balanced  by  a corresponding  re- 
duction in  the  amount  annually  applied  to  our  pub- 
lic works,  and  a retarded  rate  of  progress  in  their 
construction.  The  aggregate  canal  revenue  during 
the  ensuing  six  years,  on  this  estimate,  will  be 
$13,595,165,  giving  an  average  income  of  2,265,860 
dollars  annually,  and  leaving  at  the  end  of  the  term 
an  annual  income  of  about  $2,600,000. 

Out  of  this  average  income  of  $2,265,800 

must  be  deducted  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  canals,  $500,000 

Extra  expenses  and  contingen- 
cies 150,000 

Interest  on  present  canal  debt  687,000 
Payment  in  aid  of  general  ex- 
penses 200,000 

1,537,000 


$728,800 

Leaving  an  average  excess  which  would 

amount  during  the  6 years  to  $4,372,800 

Assuming  moreover  during  these  6 years 
an  additional  debt  after  the  four  mil- 
lions of  the  present  year,  of  twelve 
millions  spread  over  the  succeeding 
five  years,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
interest  thereon,  calculating  from  the 
ordinary  periods  ol  making  the  loan 
in  each  successive  year,  would  be 
about  2,870,000 

The  actual  amount  would  exceed  or  fall 
short  of  this  sum,  as  the  loans  were 
larger  or  smaller  in  1842-43,  and  more 
thrown  upon  later  years. 

This  would  leave  an  excess  of  $1,402,800 

to  be  applied  to  the  construction,  which,  with  the 
moneys  to  be  raised  by  loan,  would  amount  to  about 
seventeen  millions  and  a half,  and  complete  the  se- 
veral works  now  in  progress.  Or  in  another  point 
of  view,  this  would  allow  an  error  of  $233,850,  in 
the  estimate  of  the  annual  average  canal  income, 
without  compelling  a resort  to  ottier  sources  of  in- 
come. Such  a result  would  fall  a good  deal  short 
of  the  calculation  of  seven  per  cent,  average  in- 
crease lor  periods  of  seven  years,  as  stated  in  the 
report  above  referred  to,  which  has  hitherto  proved 
below  the  actual  aggregate  receipts.  In  this  case 
the  completion  of  these  works  must  be  delayed  lor 
at  least  another  year. 

All  these  proportions  of  annual  expenditures  and 
loans,  must  be  judged  of  by  future  legislatures,  who 
will  be  able  to  examine  the  questions  without  being 
under  the  compulsion  of  providing  to  meet  heavy 
immediate  contracts.  Adverse  circumstances,  or 
the  assumption  of  new  works  may  make  it  necessa- 
ry, if  we  would  avoid  any  recourse  to  direct  taxa- 
tion, for  the  support  of  internal  improvements,  to 
spread  our  expenditures  over  a still  longer  term  of 
years. 

If  again  the  requirements  of  trade  manifested  by 
increased  transportation,  and  consequently  increas- 
ed revenue  should  demand  an  earlier  completion: 
or  it  the  natural  increase  of  that  canal  revenue,  or 
the  addition  of  new  revenues  from  the  now  probable 
distribution  of  the  income  of  the  public  lands, 
should  justify  new  and  expensive  undertakings,  the 
loans  and  expenditures  above  estimated,  would  be 
crowded  into  lour  or  five  years. 

In  either  case  the  whole  amount  of  debt  contract- 
ed would  be  invested  in  permanent  and  productive 
works  of  equal  value  in  themselves,  with  the  mo- 
neys invested  in  them,  and  adding  far  greater  value 
to  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the  state.  Ttie 
real  redemption  of  the  debt  would  commence  when- 
ever the  necessity  of  new  loans  ceased,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  only  really  efficient  sinking  fund,  an 
excess  of  income  over  expenditures. 

The  views  and  estimates  above  furnished,  lead 
the  committee  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 
probable  necessity  of  being  compelled  to  resort  to 
direct  taxation  upon  that  large  ami  increasing 
amount  of  private  property  now  assessed  only  for 
local  purposes,  and  town  or  county  charges. 

Such  taxation  was  recommended  by  some  of  the 
state  olficers  in  former  years,  as  by  comptroller 
Wright,  in  1830,  in  1831,  in  1832  and  in  1833;  and 
by  comptroller  Flagg,  in  each  successive  year,  from 
1834  to  1839  inclusive.  No  one  of  the  successive 
legislatures  of  those  ten  years,  concurred  in  that 
opinion;  and  experience  has  thus  far  shown,  that 
the  esiimate  entertained  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  of  the  resources  and  prospects  of  the 
state,  was  correct.  Whatever  future  necessity  may 
arise,  such  taxation  hitherto  would  have  been  only  a 
useless  burden  upon  industry,  enterprise  and  capital. 

Should,  however,  such  a necessity  arise  hereaf- 
ter, we  may  still  entertain  the  most  perfect  confi- 


dence that  the  sums  to  be  raised  would  not,  as  in 
some  other  states  and  countries,  be  equal,  or  any 
where  nearly  so,  to  the  whole  amount  of  our  ex- 
penditures and  annual  interest,  but  would  be  mere- 
ly the  excess  of  such  expenditures  and  interest, 
above  the  large  canal  and  state  revenues;  so  that 
such  a deficiency  need  never  be  very  large,  or  the 
taxation  required  to  supply  it  very  burdensome. 

A prudent  management  of  those  funds,  and  a 
careful  adjustment  of  our  future  appropriation  to 
our  revenue,  would  make  any  such  deficiency  high- 
ly improbable  in  any  event.  But  if  those  fund3 
should  be  augmented  from  the  distribution  of  the 
income  of  the  public  lands,  in  any  manner,  such  a 
deficiency  could  not  occur  in  all  human  probability 
even  in  a larger  extension  of  our  public  undertak- 
ings, and  a more  rapid  rate  of  completion  of  the 
works  now  in  progress. 

There  is,  moreover,  still  another  ultimate  re- 
source, which,  should  the  calculations  of  increased 
revenue,  thus  founded  upon  uniform  experience  and 
high  probability,  be  nevertheless  disappointed,  by 
the  result,  or  delayed  for  some  years,  may  still  prove 
a sufficient  compensation  for  any  such  error.  This 
is  to  be  found  in  the  enlarged  Erie  canal  itself. — 
The  great  end  to  be  effected  by  the  enlargement,  is 
tile  diminution  of  the  cost  of  transportation,  by 
which,  as  well  as  by  the  augmented  facility  of  that 
transportation,  the  redundant  agricultural  abundance 
of  the  west,  may  be  economically  and  rapidly  ex- 
changed lor  the  products  of  the  industry  or  com- 
merce of  the  Atlantic  coast.  When  this  is  effected 
by  the  enlargement,  should  the  increase  of  trade 
and  revenue  not  answer  our  present  reasonable  ex- 
pectation, the  great  economy  obtained  in  the  cost 
of  mere  transportation,  would  allow  if  necessary, 
some  increase  in  the  tariff  of  tolls.  There  are  ma- 
ny considerations,  private  and  public,  which  should 
be  an  obstacle  to  any  such  measure,  unless  it  be- 
came very  important  to  the  credit  and  revenue  of 
the  state.  But  in  any  such  emergency  it  might  be 
safely  resorted  to,  in  a moderate  degree,  and  still 
leave  a very  great  reduction  in  the  aggregate  charges 
of  transportation,  as  compared  with  those  on  the 
present  canal.  By  means  of  the  enlarged  and  im- 
proved canal,  the  average  expense  of  transportation 
will  be  reduced  about  one-half.  This  is  the  calcu- 
lation of  scientific  engineers,  founded  on  the  law  of 
traction  in  water,  as  ascertained  by  numerous  and 
accurate  experiments,  and  reduced  to  mathematical 
formulas  and  rules  of  calculation  by  Du  Buat,  and 
other  high  authorities  in  mechanical  science.  This 
theoretic  estimate,  (if  an  estimate  founded  upon 
such  data  can  be  called  theoretical)  is  confirmed  by 
the  calculations  and  experience  of  practical  men 
engaged  in  the  business  of  internal  transportation, 
as  to  size  of  boats,  number  of  men  and  horses  em- 
ployed, &c.  The  aggregate  expense  of  transporta- 
tion now,  average  about  one-fourth  more  than  the 
amount  of  tolls.  Thus  the  tolls  on  flour  from  Buf- 
falo to  Albany,  are  35  38-100  cenls  the  barrel, 
whilst  the  cost  of  transportation  is  stated  to  be  about 
44  cents. 

This  ratio  varies  in  different  degrees  as  to  other 
articles  in  proportion  to  their  cost  of  transportation 
from  weight  or  bulk;  but  as  flour  forms  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  valuable  articles  of  our  internal 
irade,  it  presents  as  good  an  average  example  as 
can  be  taken. 

Now  the  improvement  of  the  canal  navigation,  it 
is  calculated,  will  reduce  that  cost  of  transportation 
to  22  cents.  It  is  then  evident  that  if  there  be  any 
strong  necessity  for  an  increase  of  revenue,  that  the 
business  of  the  canal  would  not  be  injured  by  an 
addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  present  tolls, 
when  the  seven  cents  thus  added  to  the  present  ag- 
gregate charges  on  each  barrel  of  flour,  are  more 
than  compensated  by  twenty-two  cents  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  mere  transportation,  leaving  a clear  gain 
on  the  whole  expense  of  transportation  to  tide  wa- 
ter, of  fifteen  cents  the  barrel  by  reason  of  the  en- 
largement. Such  an  increased  tariff  of  tolls  upon 
the  revenue  of  the  enlarged  canals,  allowing  no 
great  increase  upon  i's  present  business,  and  esti- 
mated at  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the 
existing  rates,  would  secure  an  income  of  half  a 
million  a year,  a sum  amply  sufficient  to  meet  any 
probable  deficiency  in  the  state’s  income,  whilst 
the  burden  it  would  impose  upon  the  trade  would 
be  light  in  comparison  witli  the  benefits  it  must  re- 
ceive from  the  enlargement. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  point 
out  this  resource,  not  as  a measure  recommended 
by  them,  nor  in  their  judgment  likely  to  be  requir- 
ed. They  rather  look  to  such  a state  of  business 
some  years  hence  as  would  justify  a farther  reduc- 
tion of  the  tolls.  But  it  is  important  to  guard  against 
every  adverse  contingency,  and  such  a resource 
within  the  power  of  ttie  state,  though  it  may  never 
be  used,  is  calculated  to  give  great  stability  to  oiir 
credit  and  confidence  in  our  public  enterprises. 
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In  the  mean  while  it  appears  to  the  committee 
that  the  arrangement  of  our  accounts  advised  by 
them  last  year,  and  this  year  recommended  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  comptroller,  would  be  of  great 
service  in  giving  clearness  and  simplicity  to  our  an- 
nual statements,  and  enabling  future  legislatures  to 
understand  more  distinctly  as  well  as  more  easily 
the  true  condition  of  our  finances  in  every  year. 

This  is  in  effect,  to  apply  to  the  books  of  the 
treasury,  the  principle  upon  which  the  several  state- 
ments of  our  present  revenue  and  expenditure  pre- 
sented in  this  report  have  been  made.  It  is, 

1st.  To  make  all  the  deficiencies  of  the  lateral 
canal  to  meet  the  interest  on  their  debt  and  cost  of 
superintendence  chargeable  directly  upon  the  sur- 
plus revenues  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  af- 
ter the  payment  of  their  own  expenses  and  interests 
for  which  they  are  specifically  pledged. 

2d.  To  put  an  end  to  the  form  of  borrowing  from 
the  canal  revenues  to  aid  the  general  fund,  and  in- 
stead thereof,  to  authorise  the  application  of  a sum 
not  exceeding  $200,000  annually,  from  the  surplus 
canal  income  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  treasu- 
ry: and  on  the  same  ground, 

3d.  To  balance  and  close  the  account  between 
the  two  funds  for  nominal  advances,  and  to  strike 
out  of  our  books  and  annual  reports  the  nominal 
debt  thus  made  to  appear  as  owing  by  the  state  to 
the  fund  of  which  the  state  is  the  sole  proprietor. 

In  assembly,  April  24,  1841. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on 
so  much  of  the  governor’s  message  a3  relates  to  the 
debt,  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  state,  &c. 

Mr.  Holley,  from  the  committee  on  ways  and 
means,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  go- 
vernor’s message  as  relates  to  the  debt,  revenues  and 
expenditures  of  the  state;  also,  the  annual  message 
of  the  comptroller,  and  the  engrossed  bill  from  the 
senate  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  funds  for  carrying 
on  the  public  works  now  in  progress,”  report: 

That  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session  the  com- 
mittee had  supposed  that  all  the  information  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  house  to  act  upon  the  subjects  so 
referred,  was  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  canal 
commissioners,  the  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund, 
and  of  the  comptroller,  and  other  reports  and  docu- 
ments before  the  legislature;  but  from  some  events 
which  have  since  occurred,  calculated  to  produce 
anxiety  in  regard  to  the  financial  condition  of  the 
state,  the  committee  have  concluded  to  submit  some 
considerations  to  the  house  on  those  subjects,  in  the 
hope  of  promoting  unanimity  and  confidence  among 
our  fellow  citizens  in  relation  to  our  great  works  of 
internal  improvement. 

The  expenses  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  ca- 
nal, according  to  the  corrected  estimate,  will  be 
$23,284,931.  Of  that  amount  there  has  been  ex- 
pended the  sum  of  $8,726,250.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  Genesee  Valley  canal  is  $4,688,050,  of 
which  the  ,sum  of  $2,452,500  has  been  already 
paid.  Theestimatedexpen.se  of  the  construction 
of  the  Black  River  canal  is  $2,287,374,  and  there 
has  been  paid  on  account  of  that  canal  $1,317,597. 
The  amount  of  public  credit  pledged  to  the  New 
York  and  Erie  rail  road  company  was  $3,000,000, 
of  which  stock  to  the  amount  of  $1,500,000  has 
already  been  issued.  The  aggregate  sum  required 
from  the  treasury,  to  carry  into  effect  all  these  en- 
terprises, as  ascertained  from  acts  heretofore  pass- 
ed and  from  the  corrected  estimate  of  the  canal  com- 
missioners, was  $33,260,355.  Of  that  amount  the 
sura  of  $13,996,347  has  been  already  expended, 
leaving  to  be  raised  for  those  works  the  further  sum 
of  $19,264,008. 

All  these  undertakings  were  commenced  under  a 
previous  administration.  Of  the  sums  expended 
in  their  prosecution,  $10,646,347  were  paid  under 
laws  passed  during  the  same  administration.  The 
whole  debt  of  the  state  is  $14,905,370.  Of  this 
sum  $3,250,000  were  authorised  by  the  last  legis- 
lature, and  all  the  residue,  with  the  exception  of 
$50,000  borrowed  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Onedia  river,  by  legislatures  within  the  period  be- 
fore referred  to.  With  the  exception  of  about 
$160,000  the  whole  sum  of  $12,496,347,  expended 
on  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  in  the 
construction  of  the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black 
River  canals,  has  been  expended  in  the  perform- 
ance of  contracts  made  by  the  predecessors  of  the 
present  commissioners.  There  are  now  existing 
contracts  requiring  for  their  fulfilment,  the  pay- 
ment by  the  state  previously  to  June  1,  1843,  of 
the  sum  of  $6,102,485.  Of  this  amount  only  the 
sum  of  $439,850  is  payable  upon  contracts  made 
by  the  present  canal  commissioners.  The  sum  of 
$3,774,121  will  be  required  to  comply  with  exist- 
ing contracts,  which  will  expire  prior  to  April 
15,  1842;  the  sum  of  $2,300,379,  to  fulfil  further 
contracts  expiring  previously  to  April  15,  1843, 
and  the  sum  of  $27,985  on  further  contracts,  which 
Will  expire  before  June  1,  1843.  No  new  work 


except  the  improvement  of  the  Oneida  river,  at 
an  estimated  expense  of  $75,000,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Oneida  lake  canal  and  feeder  for 
$50,000,  has  been  undertaken  during  the  present 
administration.  When  all  the  existing  contracts 
shall  have  been  performed,  only  about  three-filths 
of  the  construction  of  the  public  w’orks  undertaken 
under  the  previous  administration  will  have  been 
completed. 

These  references  to  a former  period,  are  not  made 
with  a view  to  raise  any  questions  concerning  the 
expediency  of  all  or  any  of  the  public  works,  but 
W'ith  a view  to  illustrate  more  clearly  the  policy 
which  has  been  heretofore  pursued,  and  that  which 
seems  to  be  indicated  for  the  future.  Since  the  dis- 
covery that  mistakes  and  miscalculations  were  made 
by  our  predecessors,  to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen 
millions  in  their  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  public 
works,  and  since  our  experience  of  the  revolutions 
of  commerce  and  the  prostration  of  credit  through- 
out the  union,  all  agree  that  it  would  have  been  well 
if  a more  limited  scale,  or  a more  cautious  progres- 
sion in  the  prosecution  of  public  works  had  been 
adopted  by  our  predecessors.  Yet  there  are  very  few 
persons  who  affect  to  have  at  that  time  foreseen  the 
present  condition  of  the  country. 

Such,  however,  has  been  stated,  were  the  under- 
takings in  which  the  state  was  engaged,  and  the  rate 
of  progress  established,  when  its  interests  were 
committed  to  the  hands  of  those  by  whom  they  are 
now  conducted.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  new 
and  extraordinary  difficulties  were  to  be  encoun- 
tered, in  the  disastrous  condition  of  commercial 
affairs,  and  that  the  estimates  made  of  the  sums  to 
be  provided,  fell  short  almost  one-half  of  the  actual 
cost  of  the  works  which  had  been  commenced. 
After  a full  consideration  of  these  circumstances, 
and  after  a careful  examination  into  the  fiscal  con- 
dition of  the  state,  it  was  announced,  that  with  re- 
trenchment and  retardation  the  public  W'orks  might 
yet  be  completed;  and  that  although  the  awakened 
expectations  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  various  parts 
of  the  state,  in  regard  to  these  and  projected  improve- 
ments must  necessarily  be  delayed,  they  need  not  be 
ultimately  disappointed. 

Fully  convinced  of  the  ultimate  ability  of  the  state 
to  prosecute  its  present  system  of  improvements  to  a 
successful  result  in  due  time,  and  to  answer  the  just 
expectations  of  all  portions  of  the  state,  it  is  impor- 
tant, nevertheless,  to  notice  such  circumstances  and 
events  of  recent  occurrence  as  ought  to  be  known  and 
considered  in  determining  the  action  of  the  present 
legislature 

The  policy  of  borrowing  money  to  carry  on  our 
public  works,  relying  on  their  surplus  revenues, 
when  completed,  to  reimburse  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  loans,  is  coeval  with  our  system  of 
improvements,  and  we  are  indebted  to  that  policy 
for  all  the  benefits  we  are  now  reaping  from  the 
adoption  of  thatsystem.  Until  very  recentl}-,  most 
of  the  funds  required  have  been  obtained  at  a rate 
of  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.  By  the 
daily  quotations  of  the  stock  markets  at  home  and 
abroad,  it  is  certain  that  money  cannot  now  be  ob- 
tained without  an  advance  upon  that  rate;  nor  is  it 
probable  that  the  rate  of  interest  will  be  reduced 
until  the  action  of  congress  upon  fiscal  subjects  at 
the  special  session,  which  has  been  called  shall  be 
known. 

Since  the  25th  of  January  last,  the  market  value 
of  five  per  cent,  stocks  of  this  state,  redeemable  at 
a period  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  distant  has 
ranged  from  eighty-one  to  ninety-one  percent.  The 
latest  quotation  was  at'  eighty-three.  If  money 
should  be  borrowed,  the  rate  of  interest  upon  a stock 
having  the  same  period  to  run,  would,  according  to 
this  standard  and  in  order  to  obtain  par  for  the  stock, 
be  at  from  five  per  cent,  and  five-eights  to  five  per 
cent,  and  three  quarters.  An  addition  of  three  quar- 
ters of  one  per  cent,  per  annum  to  the  interest 
upon  a million  of  dollars,  would  amount  in  twenty 
years  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  and  upon 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars  to  two  millions  five 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  impor- 
tance of  procuring  long  loans  at  low  rates  of  inte- 
rest, is  therefore  evident  since  the  ability  of  the 
state  to  carry  on  its  system  is  diminished  in  propor- 
tion as  the  amounts  paid  for  interest  are  increased. 
Although  the  rate  of  interest  is  not  subject  to  our 
control,  it  may  be  affected  by  our  action.  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  to  be  reduced  by  offering  higher  rates 
liorrf  time  to  time.  Indeed  the  offer  of  a large 
amount  of  stocks  at  high  rates  would  operate  very 
injuriously.  The  borrower  who  is  found  soliciting 
large  sums  in  a season  of  commercial  panic,  and 
offering  usurious  interest,  is  sure,  speedily  to  de- 
stroy his  credit,  however  sound.  Each  new  con- 
cession only  tends  to  increase  the  next  exaction. 
The  principles  which  govern  commerce  are  inexo- 
rable, and  neither  individuals  nor  states  have  any 
exemption  from  them.  These  views  show  the  im- 


portance of  a restricted  use  of  the  state  credit  in 
such  emergencies.  It  may  not  be  unprofitable  to 
consider  the  nature  of  that  credit,  its  present  condi- 
tion and  prospects. 

There  is  seldom  a surplus  of  domestic  capital  in 
our  new  and  enterprising  country.  Nearly  all  the 
money  ever  borrowed  upon  our  state  stocks,  was 
obtained  directly  or  indirectly  from  Europe,  capital- 
ists loan  money  to  states  and  nations,  because  such 
loans  are  regarded  as  the  safest  and  most  convenient 
form  for  large  investments.  The  hazzards  and  de- 
lays of  frequent  investments  are  avoided,  punctuality 
in  the  payment  of  interest  is  expected,  w hile  by  rea- 
son of  the  convenience  of  the  transfer  of  stocks,  and 
the  confidence  generally  reposed  in  the  public  faith 
pledged  for  their  redemption,  it  is  always  easy  to 
realize  the  amount  invested. 

New  York,  in  undertaking  her  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  entered  the  markets  of  Europe 
in  competition  with  sovereign  states  of  both  con- 
tinents. Her  security  is  equal  to  that  which  any 
other  state  or  nation  can  offer.  She  has  more 
wealth  and  resources  and  a greater  surplus  reve- 
nue in  proportion  to  the  debt  she  owes,  than  any 
nation  in  Europe,  or  any  state  on  this  continent. 
Although  New  York  pays  five  per  cent,  interest, 
and  Great  Britain  three,  and  three  and  a half,  yet, 
the  assessed  value  of  property  in  New  York  is 
seven  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  her  debt 
fifteen  millions,  while  Great  Britain,  with  a debt  of 
nearly  four  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  has  aggre- 
gate wealth  of  probably  not  more  than  ten  times  that 
sum. 

The  hazzards  of  war  and  civil  commotion  enter 
into  the  calculations  of  the  lender,  and  affect  the 
rate  of  interest.  No  country  has  more  stable  go- 
vernment or  surer  grounds  to  expect  permanent 
peace  than  New  York.  None,  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  has  greater  resources,  or  more  active  ener- 
gy in  developing  them.  None  has  a sinking  fund 
so  sure  and  unfailing  as  the  constantly  augmenting 
revenues  of  our  canals.  Other  governments  bor- 
row money  to  pay  previous  loans,  to  defray  ordina- 
ry expenses  of  government  or  to  carry  on  wars  de- 
structive of  the  ability  to  reimburse  the  loans  con- 
tracted. This  state  borrows  only  to  increase  and 
improve  her  sources  of  revenue.  European  states 
borrow  without  expecting  to  repay  the  principal, 
except  by  renewed  loans.  This  state  limits  her 
debts  by  a rule  which  contemplates  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  at  the  end  of  twenty  years. 
The  credit  of  governments,  however,  like  that  of 
individuals,  has  always  a gradual  and  sometimes  an 
unequal  growth.  The  newness  of  our  existence,  the 
supposed  instability  of  our  institutions,  the  igno- 
rance of  capitalists  concerning  us,  and  the  prejudi- 
ces of  Europeans  against  us,  have  caused  the  rate  of 
interest  on  our  stocks  to  be  higher  than  that  upon 
the  debts  of  European  governments.  Nevertheless, 
an  experience  of  twenty-five  years  has  shown,  that 
five  percent,  is  as  high  a rate  as  it  has  yet  been  ne- 
cessary to  pay,  in  a tranquil  and  ordinary  condition 
of  commercial  affairs. 

An  allusion  to  the  cause  of  the  depression  of  our 
stocks  will  serve  to  convince  us  that  that  depression 
must  be  temporary.  The  interest  upon  all  our 
stock  has  always  been  punctually  paid.  Every  dol- 
lar of  the  principal  of  our  debts  that  has  fallen  due 
has  been  promptly  reimbursed,  and  we  are  now  re- 
deeming at  par,  stocks  that  have  not  yet  reached  ma- 
turity. Without  any  resort  to  any  direct  taxation 
we  have  an  annual  surplus  revenue  of  half  a million 
of  dollars.  It  cannot  be  possible,  therefore,  that  the 
depreciation  of  our  stocks  resulls  from  any  unsound- 
ness in  our  fiscal  condition,  as  the  committee  en- 
deavored to  show  in  the  former  part  of  this  report, 
that  it  could,  in  no  degree,  be  owing  to  the  policy 
now  pursued. 

The  supply  of  capital  seeking  investment  in 
American  securities  is,  like  every  other  supply  in 
trade  limited.  The  stocks  of  our  sister  states  have 
been  pressed  into  market  with  higher  rates  of  inte- 
rest than  New  York  has  thought  wise  to  offer. — 
These  states,  having  perpetuity  and  sovereignty  as 
well  as  ourown,  their  stocks  have  been  supposed  as 
sale,  for  investments  as  ours,  while  the  higher  inte- 
rest seemed  toinsare  great  profit.  Missouri  issues 
stock  beaiing  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent.  An  in- 
vestment in  her  stocks  yield,  without  compounding 
interest,  a return  equal  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
the  whole  sum  loaned,  in  ten  years.  An  investment 
in  our  stocks  yield,  in  the  same  period,  on  the  same 
principles  of  calculation,  only  filly  per  cent. 

The  stocks  of  all  the  states  have  been  forced  into 
market  in  unusual  quantities,  and  at  great  sacrifice, 
during  a long  season  of  commercial  embarrassment. 
Apprehensions  are  indulged,  in  regard  to  several  of 
the  states,  that  the  interest  on  their  debts  cannot  be 
paid  without  a resort  to  taxation,  and  some  hare  al- 
ready partially  resorted  to  this  mode.  The  perfect- 
ly popular  structure  of  our  state  governments,  has 
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been  referred  to  as  furnishing  grounds  ior  supposing 
that  taxes  will  riot  be  borne;  and  hence,  that  tire 
American  states  may  not  have  the  stern  virtue  to  be 
just,  and  pteserve  their  public  lailh.  In  consequence 
of  these  and  other  causes,  the  stocks  of  several  ol 
the  states  have  been  sinking  lor  the  last  two  years. 
We  have  recently  witnessed  some  of  the  etiects  ol 
this  depreciation,  in  the  losses  suffered  on  the  stocks 
heretolore  received  as  securities  under  the  act  au- 
thorising free  banking.  The  evil  has  not  been  mi- 
tigated by  the  tone  and  temper  manifested  towards 
state  credit  by  the  former  executive  department  of 
the  union,  and  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States; 
while  the  federal  government  has  increased  the  em- 
barrassment of  the  times,  by  becoming  itself  a bor- 
rower to  large  amounts  in  the  domestic  markt  t.  T he 
apprehensions  of  a collision  with  Great  Biitain, 
growing  out  ol  the  unsettled  state  of  our  relations 
with  her,  have  not  been  harmless  to  the  credit  of  the 
state.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  stocks  of  all 
the  states  have  depreciated.  Illinois  6 per  cents 
are  sold  at  48;  Indiana  5 percents  at  53;  Arkansas  6 
per  cents  at  70;  Ohio  6 per  cents  at  90;  and  Penn- 
sylvania 5 per  cents  at  80.  If,  as  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  Illinois  6 per  cents  shall  ultimately  be  re- 
deemed, an  investment  in  them  is  as  safe  as  in  our 
own.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  thus  invested 
will  bring  a return  of  two  hundred  thousand,  with 
interest  until  redemption  at  6 per  cent.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  stocks  so  greatly  depre- 
ciated, found  a more  ready  sale  than  our  own. 

Very  imperfect  knowledge  is  had  in  European 
cities,  of  the  comparative  wealth,  resources  and  fis- 
cal condition  of  the  several  states;  and  consequently 
no  careful  discrimination  is  made  among  them.  Our 
credit,  and  that  of  the  other  rich  and  long  establish- 
ed states,  has  heretofore  aided  the  credit  of  those 
which  were  new  and  less  prosperous,  and  now  ours 
is  sligh  ly  affected  by  their  embarrassments.  Under 
these  circumstances,  moderation  and  economy  are 
urged  upon  us  equally  by  public  sentiment,  by  a just 
regaid  to  the  public  interest,  and  by  a desire  to  ren- 
der our  system  of  improvements  complete  and  com- 
prehensive. While  we  should  steadily  persevere  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  system,  we  aie  undoubtedly 
called  upon  to  limit  the  issue  of  our  stocks  as  much 
as  possible,  during  the  present  year.  Our  sister 
states  will,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  by  generous  ef- 
forts, aided  by  a wise  and  paternal  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  federal  government,  soon  retrieve  their 
credit.  Their  energies  are  only  temporarily  sus- 
pended, and  by  no  means  paralysed.  The  indica- 
tions of  a change  of  policy,  are  cheering  and  satis- 
factory. But  if  this  expectation,  which  every  lover 
of  our  common  country  must  indulge,  should  fail,  a 
discrimination  must  then  take  place  between  our 
stocks  and  those  ol  our  sister  states;  and  the  effects 
as  far  as  our  credit  is  concerned,  will  be  the  same. 
Probably  another  year  will  disclose  with  certainty, 
one  or  the  other  of  these  results,  and  it  will  then  be 
apparent,  either  that  the  rate  of  interest  on  our  state 
stocks  will  return  fo  a former  standard,  or  that,  as 
some  suppose,  there  is  a permanent  advance  in  the 
rates  upon  all  public  securities,  warranting  an  in- 
crease in  the  rate  upon  our  own. 

The  committee  apprehend  little  dissent  from 
these  views,  so  far  as  the  undertakingof  new  works 
and  the  construction  of  new  portions  of  the  canal 
is  concerned.  But  the  questions  remains,  what 
course  shall  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the  sum 
$6, 102,485  required  to  fulfil  existing  contracts. — 
There  are  those  who  would  advise  a suspension  of 
the  public  works.  Before  such  a decision  shall  be 
made,  all  the  probable  consequences  ought  to  be 
considered.  The  public  faith  is  pledged  to  our  ci- 
tizens, they  have  invested  capital  and  pledged  their 
credit  to  a very  large  amount  in  materials,  machi- 
nery and  implements,  and  labor  to  perform  their 
contracts;  they  have  their  agreement  with  subordi- 
nate contractors,  and  these  again  have  others,  and 
thus  a very  large  number  ol  persons  are  relying 
upon  the  faith  ol  the  state. 

The  abrupt  suspension  of  (he  public  works  would 
bring  new  and  unapprehended  evils  upon  a com- 
munity deeply  suffering  from  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments. Provision  must  be  made  to  indemnify  the 
damages  to  those  who  have  contracted  directly 
with  the  state.  The  suin  required  for  this  purpose 
would  far  exceed  the  additional  five-eighths  or 
three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  which  the  state  would 
expend  in  obtaining  the  requisite  funds  at  the  pre- 
sent rate.  But  the  damages  thus  paid,  even  if  they 
were  promptly  discharged,  would  fail  to  reacli 
thousands  of  individuals  anil  families,  who,  although 
unknown  to  the  state,  would  be  plunged  into  dis- 
tress by  a failure  of  their  accustomed  occupation 
and  means  of  support.  Besides  all  this,  the  unfi- 
nished portions  ot  the  public  works  left  exposed  to 
the  aecidents  of  the  seasons,  would  become  dilapi- 
dated, and  the  ultimate  injury  to  the  revenues  ol 
the  state  from  this  cause  cannot  be  estimated.  This 


spectacle  of  dilapidated  works,  of  discontent  and  of 
suffering  would  be  as  melancholy  as  it  is  unneces- 
sary. A depreciation  of  labor,  productions  and 
property,  must  ensue  from  so  sudden  arid  unlooked 
(ora  contraction  of  business,  while  injuries  of  even 
a more  serious  character  would  result,  affecting  the 
value  of  all  property  in  the  vicinity  of  the  public 
works  abandoned.  Tile  policy  of  the  state  would 
no  longer  be  known  or  understood.  No  such  sud- 
den change  of  policy  evei  occurs  without  serious 
injury  fo  the  public  welfare  and  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  state,  and  years  would  be  required  to 
repair  the  injury  thus  produced.  When  these 
evils  should  be  felt,  it  may  be  reasonably  doubted 
whether  it  would  be  a sufficient  excuse  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  our  predecessors  contracted  for  too  large 
a plan  or  too  rapid  a prosecution  of  our  enterprises, 
and  it  certainly  would  not  be  a satisfactory  answer, 
that  the  rate  of  interest  upon  money  had  advanced 
five-eighths  or  three-quarters  of  one  per  cent,  be- 
yond what  was  expected  when  the  works  were 
undertaken. 

In  view  of  the  whole  subject,  it  seems  expedient 
and  even  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made 
to  complete  existing  contracts.  But  a careful  re- 
gard for  our  permanent  credit,  requires  that  the 
amount  appropriated  during  the  present  year,  should 
be  no  greater  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  canals,  and  avert  injury  to  the  state,  or 
to  those  engaged  in  the  performance  of  contracts. 
The  committee  believe,  after  much  consideration  of 
the  subject,  that  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 
bill  from  the  seriate,  may  be  reduced  to  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  of  which  sum,  $2,150,000  should 
be  apportioned  to  the  Erie  enlargement,  $'550,000 
to  the  Genesee  Valley  canal,  and  $300,000  to  the 
Black  River  canal.  Though  this  reduction  may  oc- 
casion considerable  inconvenience,  and  perhaps 
prove  too  small  for  the  absolute  emergencies  of  the 
works  in  progress,  yet  if  there  should  be  any  error 
on  such  a subject,  in  such  times  as  these,  it  is  bet- 
ter that  it  should  be  on  the  side  of  caution  and  eco- 
nomy. 

The  next  legislature  will  have  the  advantage  of 
knowing  the  settled  and  permanent  condition  of 
financial  affairs  in  the  country.  Existing  contracts 
will  then  be  nearly  completed'.  The  state  will  be 
so  nearly  disembariassed  of  previous  engagements, 
that  the  legislature  will  have  the  whole  system 
once  more  under  its  control,  and  its  measures  may 
be  adapted  to  the  actual  condition  of  things,  with- 
out being  trammelled  by  the  question  of  violation 
of  contracts,  of  damages  to  contractors,  and  of  di- 
lapidations of  unfinished  portions  of  the  works.  If 
prudence  shall  then  still  require  a retardation  in 
our  progress,  or  a modification  of  the  system,  the 
legislature  w ill  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  a correspond- 
ing policy.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  then 
appear,  as  all  must  hope  it  will,  that  the  fiscal  con- 
dition of  the  state  is  sound,  that  its  surplus  reve- 
nues exhibit  a steady  augmentation,  so  as  to  war- 
rant increased  expenditures,  the  legislature  will 
find  no  embarrassments  in  adopting  measures  for 
further  progress. 

Considerations  both  of  prudence  and  justice, 
seem  to  rt  quire  that  the  same  principles  be  extend- 
ed to  tile  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  company, 
and  the  committee  recommend  that  suitable  restric- 
tions be  imposed  as  to  the  amount  of  stock  to  be 
issued  to  that  company  during  the  present  year — 
that  the  rate  of  interest  upon  tiie  stock  to  be  loaned 
to  it  be  the  same  as  upon  that  issued  for  the  canals, 
and  that  the  company  be  required  to  restrict  its 
operations  in  such  a proportion  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  conform  to  the  restricted  policy  pursued  in 
regard  to  the  canals. 

The  particulars  in  relation  to  the  debt  of  the 
state,  its  revenues  and  expenditures,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  public  works,  have  been  so  fully  stated 
in  the  reports  referred  to  the  committee,  and  espe- 
cially, in  a very  lucid  and  satisfactory  report  made 
by  the  financial  committee  of  the  senate,  that  we 
cannot  hope  to  shed  any  new  light  upon  those  sub- 
jects. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Thcrevsnue  bill  passed,  and  the  legislature  adjourn- 
ed. The  revenue  bill,  or  relief  bill,  passed  the  se- 
nate of  Pennsylvania  on  Monday,  by  the  constitu- 
tional majority  ol  two-thirds,  notwithstanding  the 
governor’s  veto,  and  was  sent  to  the  house  for  con- 
currence. It  was  there  discussed  with  much  ear- 
nestness on  Tuesday  morning,  and  the  vote  being 
taken,  there  appeared  for  the  bill  48,  against  it  43. 
So  the  bill  was  lost,  there  not  being  a majority  of 
two-thirds  in  its  favor. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  afternoon  session,  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  above  vote,  was  made  and 
carried.  The  bill  was  then  passed  hv  a vote  of  <52 
to  28,  and  became  a law  of  the  state,  without  the 
signature  of  the  governor.  It  includes  the  several 
sections  relative  to  the  United  States  bank. 


A modified  revenue  bill  had  passed  the  house,  on 
Monday,  embracing  nearly  the  same  provisions  as 
the  bill  above  mentioned,  except  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  United  States  bank.  After  passing  the  se- 
nate, it  was  returned  to  the  house  on  Tuesday  with 
amendments,  which  the  house  immediately  concur- 
red in.  All  this  took  place  prior  to  the  reconside- 
ration and  passage  of  the  bill  above  mentioned. 

At  1 1 o’clock,  P.  M.  on  Tuesday,  the  legislature 
adjourned  sine  die. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  publishes  the  follow’- 
ing  as  the  substance  of  the  revenue  bill. 

The  governor  is  to  negotiate  a loan  not  to  exceed 
three  millions  at  five  per  cent.  No  certificate  for 
less  than  $100. 

The  banks  of  the  commonwealth  (the  United 
States  bank  excepted)  shall  be  authorised  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  loan,  which  they  may  pay  into  the 
state  treasury  in  their  own  notes  of  the  denomina- 
tions of  one,  two  and  three  dollars,  redeemable  in 
state  stock  whenever  presented  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  dollars  at  the  counter  of  the  banks 
which  issued  them.  The  notes  thus  redeemed  to 
be  marked  “cancelled.”  The  bank  charter  to  be 
declared  “forfeit,”  if  the  redemption  is  refused  for 
ten  days.  A fine  of  from  $500  to  $2,000  to  be  in- 
flicted upon  every  director,  president,  cashier  or 
clerk,  who  shall  knowingly  issue  a greater  amount 
of  these  small  notes  than  the  bank  (to  which  he  is 
attached)  shall  possess  of  the  state  stock,  and  shall 
be  personally  responsible  in  his  private  property  for 
the  amount  of  such  issue.  The  banks,  alter  issu- 
ing said  notes,  and  until  they  are  redeemed  with 
stock,  receive  one  per  cent,  from  the  commonwealth 
for  the  loan. 

The  banks,  however,  shall  pay  the  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum  to  the  holders  of  the  state 
slock  which  they  issue  in  redemption  of  their  ow  n 
3 m a 1 1 notes,  and  they  shall  deduct  the  interest  thus 
paid  from  the  dividend  tax  due  the  state.  If  the 
interest  exceed  the  tax,  then  the  state  shall  refund. 

Banks  are  to  subscribe  for  loan  and  issue  notes  in 
payment  thereof  in  the  following  proportion  to 
their  capital  paid  in:  of  $300,000,  five  percent.;  of 
$700,000,  twenty  per  cent.;  of  $2,500,000,  seven- 
teen per  cent.;  above  the  last  named  sum,  six  per 
cent. 

Small  notes  thus  issued  shall  be  receivable  for 
debts  due  the  commonwealth,  and  may  be  re-issued 
by  the  state  treasurer  or  by  the  bank,  and  shall  be 
receivable  by  the  bank  for  debts  and  on  deposite, 
and  payable  in  like  currency:  provided  this  permis- 
sion shall  not  affect  special  contracts  for  the  pay- 
ment of  deposites. 

Banks  which  do  not  pay  taxes  on  their  dividends 
(excepting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  rnay 
deposite  w ith  the  auditor  general  portions  of  the 
funded  debts  of  the  state  as  security  for  the  re- 
demption of  notes  which  they  may  issue.  Such 
banks  then  may  issue  notes  of  denominations  less 
than  $5,  in  the  sum  proportioned  to  its  stock  as 
previously  stated,  and  under  the  same  penalties 
with  regard  to  over  issues;  and  the  state  officer  will, 
when  these  notes  are  presented  in  amounts  of  $100 
issue  scrip,  to  be  returned  to  the  banks  whose  notes 
are  redeemed.  Interest  on  scrip  to  be  suspended 
while  in  the  hands  of  the  auditor  general. 

Bank  notes  issued  under  this  act  to  have  a uni- 
formity  of  phraseology. 

The  banks  not  subject  to  the  payment  of  more 
than  six  percent,  interest  when  sued  lor  the  pay- 
ment of  notes,  allowed  to  declare  dividends  of  five 
per  cent,  during  suspension,  and  the  law  of  April, 
1840,  relative  to  the  forfeiture  of  charters  is  sus- 
pended— excepting  all  such  banks  as  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  accept  the  conditions  of  this  bill.  Those 
acceptingshall  have  the  benefirof  issuingthe  amount 
intended  for  all  (in  proportion  to  their  stocks). — 
Banks  to  notify  the  governor  of  their  acceptance 
within  forty  days  al  ter  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  following  are  the  provisions  relative  to  the 
United  States  bank. 

If  the  stockholders,  at  their  meeting  next  Tues- 
day, or  at  any  other  general  meeting,  shall  decide 
by  a majority  of  votes  (according  to  the  scale  of 
votes  allowed  at  the  election  of  directors)  to  make 
an  assignment,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors, 
in  the  corporate  name  of  the  bank,  to  make  and  exe- 
cute such  an  assignment,  and  to  deliver  up  all  the 
property  of  the  bank  to  five  or  more  trustees,  to  be 
elected  by  a like  vole;  and  while  in  these  trustees 
shall  be  vested  all  the  goods,  chatties,  rights,  &c. 
of  the  bank,  there  shall  Hot  be  necessary  any  in- 
ventory or  appraisements,  nor  shall  security  be  re- 
quired. 

The  assignment  shall  contain  instructions  to  the 
trustees  as  to  their  d u ty  and  compensation. 

Trustees  to  hold  their  office  until  January  next, 
when  the  same  or  other  persons  shall  be  elected  by  a 
like  vole  by  the  stockholders,  and  so  on  from  year 
to  year  until  the  trust  shall  be  completed. 
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The  corporate  power  of  the  banlc,  after  the  assign- 
ment, shall  cease  and  determine,  excepting  tor  pur- 
poses of  suing  and  being  sued,  and  continuing  suits 
now  pending,  making  assurances,  transfers  and  other 
acts  necessary  for  the  trust;  and  for  calling  the  trus 
tees  to  account  and  compelling  them  to  execute  said 
trust,  and  lor  choosing  directors  to  receive  and  dis- 
tribute among  the  stockholders  any  surplus  alter  the 
payments  of  the  debts. 

The  courts  of  the  commonwealth  to  have  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  trust,  and  the  legislature  may,  without 
consent  of  the  stockholders,  change  the  provisions 
of  this  act  as  it  may  deem  expedient. 

The  banking  privilege  to  cease  so  far  as  it  regards 
loaning  money,  issuing  notes  and  bills,  and  to  be 
confined  to  the  settlement  of  its  affairs  and  the  dis- 
posal of  its  effects. 

No  proxies  valid  unless  issued  within  sixty  days 
of  the  election  or  meeting. 

Veto  message  from  the  governor,  of  the  “act  to  pro- 
vide revenue  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  treasury, 
and  for  other  purposes.” 

Oh  Saturday,  the  1st  inst.  governor  Porter  sent  to 
the  legislature  the  following  message,  giving  his 
reasons  for  withholding  his  assent  to  the  relief  bill. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen:  In  returning  to  the  legislature  the 
bill  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  revenue  to  meet  the 
demands  on  the  treasury,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
without  my  approbation,  I feel  that  I am  discharg- 
ing one  of  the  most  responsible  and  painful  duties 
that  has  devolved  upon  me,  since  I have  been  en- 
trusted with  the  executive  functions  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  people.  I have  ex- 
amined the  various  provisions  of  this  bill,  with  an 
earnest  and  anxious  desire  to  give  it  my  sanction, 
if  I could  bring  my  mind  to  the  conviction,  that  it 
was  not  wholly  incompatible  with  the  public  inter- 
ests; but  after  the  most  careful  consideration,  I am 
constrained,  by  an  overwhelming  sense  of  duty,  to 
refuse  it  my  assent.  No  person  can  read  this  bill, 
however  hastily,  without  perceiving  that  it  is  one 
of  a peculiar  character.  It  provides  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  the  negotiation  of  a loan  of  three  millions 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  issue  of  that 
amount  of  notes,  a large  portion  of  which  is  un- 
der the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  to  be  based 
upon  the  loan  by  certain  banks  required  to  take  it, 
described  in  the  bill.  The  manner  in  which  this 
loan  is  to  be  taken  and  redeemed,  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  or  sooner,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  legislature, 
and  also  in  which  the  notes  are  to  be  issued  and 
finally  cancelled,  is  somewhat  intricate  and  compli- 
cated, but  is  still,  perhaps,  sufficiently  clear  to  be 
carried  into  practicable  operation,  without  any  very 
great  difficulty.  The  bill,  also,  provides  lor  a limit- 
ed augmentation  of  the  amount  of  tax  upon  certain 
classses  of  citizens,  likewise  for  the  depositing  of 
certain  portions  of  the  funded  debt  of  this  state,  as 
security  for  the  redemption  of  notes  of  denomina- 
tions not  less  than  five  dollars  to  be  issued  upon  the 
credit  of  said  debt,  by  the  banks  of  this  common- 
wealth, except  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And 
in  the  seventeenth  section,  it  provides  that  the  pe- 
nalties, imposed  upon  the  banks,  ol  paying  a greater 
rate  of  interest  than  six  percent,  and  the  provisions 
ot  the  acts  of  assembly,  and  various  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration, which  point  out  a inode  lor  the  forfeiture  of 
any  charter  of  any  bank,  for  or  by  reason  of  the 
non  payment  of  its  liabilities  on  demand,  shall  be 
and  the  same  are  suspended  until  further  legislative 
action,  and  until  the  legislature  makes  provision  for 
the  re-payment  of  the  loan  authorised  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act;  and  repeals  the  resolution  passed 
the  third  day  of  April,  1840,  entitled  “a  resolution 
providing  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  and  for  other  purposes.”  Tire  suc- 
ceeding sections  authorise  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  make  a general  as- 
signment ot  all  its  real  and  personal  estate,  goods, 
chattels,  &c.  to  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
and  paying  the  debts  and  obligations  of  that  insti- 
tution, and  exempts  such  trustees  or  assignees  from 
the  operation  of  such  parts  of  the  general  laws  of 
this  commonwealth  as  require  that  they  should  file 
an  inventory,  or  appraisement,  of  the  property  as- 
signed or  conveyed  in  trust;  and  also  from  giving 
security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  leaves  the  whole  of  these  important  guarantees 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  trust,  to  the  dis- 
cretion and  regulation  of  the  stockholders.  And  in 
the  twenty-third  section  is  found  the  singular  and 
extraordinary  provision,  that  after  subjecting  the 
trustees  appointed  by  the  stockholders  to  the  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  said  stockholders,  the  courts  of 
this  commonwealth  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  the 
said  trust,  as  if  it  were  created  under  any  general 
law  of  the  state.  Then  follows  the  provision,  that 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  legislature,  and  the  power 
is  hereby  expressly  reserved,  at  any  time  or  times. 


with  the  consent  of  the  said  stockholders,  at  a ge- 
neral meeting  for  that  purpose  convened  according 
to  the  charter,  to  change  and  alter  the  provisions  of 
this  act  in  such  a manner  as  to  the  legislature  may 
seem  expedient.  If  there  be  any  security  whatever 
to  the  public  in  these  last  named  inoperative  provi- 
sions, I confess  it  is  not  obvious  to  my  mind.  Such 
is  the  general  substance  of  this  bill,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  banking  institutions  of  this  common- 
wealth. In  addition  to  which  it  appropriates  the 
loan  above  mentioned,  of  three  millions  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  various  necessary  and  important 
objects  connected  with  the  government.  On  the 
passage  of  this  bill  depends  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  common  school  system,  the  payment  of 
donations  to  academies  and  female  seminaries,  pen- 
sions and  gratuities  to  old  soldiers,  the  repairs  of 
the  rail  roads  and  canals  for  the  current  year,  pay- 
ments of  debts  due  for  repairs  made  prior  to  first  of 
November  last,  appropriations  to  orphan  asylums 
and  house  of  refuge,  asylums  for  blind  and  deaf  and 
dumb,  to  pay  damages  and  the  militia  expenses,  to 
pay  all  the  expenses  of  government,  to  pay  lock 
keepers,  weigh  masters  and  other  persons  employed 
on  the  public  works,  to  pay  certain  guarantees  of 
interest  by  the  state,  to  pay  debts  due  on  contracts 
for  work  done  on  the  Erie  divisions,  North  Branch 
extension,  Wisconisco  canal,  and  numerous  other 
specified  public  improvements,  to  pay  the  canal 
commissioners,  appraisers  and  engineers,  and,  in 
fact,  every  operation  of  the  government  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which  appropriations  of  money  are  re- 
quired. This  bill,  I Believe,  is  the  very  first  in 
the  whole  history  of  our  government  in  which  the 
necessary  expenses  of  government,  indeed  the  in- 
dispensable expenses  of  government,  without  which 
it  cannot  move  on  for  a day,  have  been  connected 
with  extraneous  subjects  of  questionable  character, 
and  concerning  which,  it  was  not  only  possible  but 
probable  that  conflicting  opinions  respecting  their 
policy  would  exist  among  the  various  departments, 
whose  united  assent  was  necessary  for  the  passage 
of  the  law.  It  has  been,  hitherto,  among  the  states- 
men of  Pennsylvania,  the  received  opinion  that  the 
indispensable  expenditures  of  government  should 
be  furnished  at  ail  events,  whatever  else  might  fail. 
But  this  bill,  departing  from  that  long  established 
usage,  has  directly  involved  these  expenses  vyith 
the  regulation  and  control  of  the  banking  system  of 
the  commonwealth,  upon  which,  perhaps,  more  than 
upon  any  other  subject,  irreconcilable  differences 
of  opinion  exist.  Without  imputing  it  as  the  de- 
sign of  the  legislature  to  compel  the  executive  to 
surrender  honest  and  conscientious  convictions  of 
duty,  in  reference  to  at  least  two  of  the  provisions 
contained  in  this  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
appropriations  which  are  inseparable  from  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  government,  I must  be 
permitted  to  say  that,  such  might  very  readily  be  a 
system  of  coercion  adopted  by  the  legislature,  by 
which  they  would  be  enabled  to  destroy  entirely  the 
the  independence  of  the  executive,  or  to  arrest  at 
any  moment  the  action  of  government.  I take  my 
stand  at  the  threshold  of  these  encroachments,  arid 
respectfully  protest  against  the  policy  of  connect- 
ing measures  of  undoubted  public  utility,  with  those 
of  questionable  utility,  with  a view  of  rendering 
what  is  just  and  proper  a cover  and  a pretext  for 
measures  that  are  not  deemed  to  be  of  that  charac- 
ter. I am  aware  that  in  a free  government,  like 
ours,  consisting  of  independent  co-odiuate  depart- 
ments, it  would  be  vain  and  unjust  to  expect  that 
either  of  those  departments  could,  or  should,  compel 
the  others  to  yield  peculiar  opinions  ol  their  own 
in  all  things,  without  mutual  concession  and  com- 
promise. I trust  I shall  never  be  found  so  unrea- 
sonable, as  to  ask  the  legislature  to  forego  all  its 
own  convictions  of  duty,  on  subjects  of  general 
public  policy,  without  testifying  to  them  my  own 
entire  willingness  to  meet  them  at  least  half  way. 
It  is  true,  when  attempts  have  been  made  to  reach 
certain  objects,  not  so  much  of  apparent  public 
utility,  as  of  party  policy,  by  means  which  I deem- 
ed unjust  and  improper,  I have  not  hesitated,  nor 
shall  I hesitate,  to  take  my  position  on  that  solid 
ground  of  official  independence,  whereon  I am 
placed  by  the  constitution.  In  such  cases  I have 
interposed  my  executive  authority,  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  laws,  in  which  I clearly  saw  no  great 
public  interest  was  involved,  without  concession  or 
compromise.  Self-respect  forbids  my  pursuing  any 
other  course.  But  when  a measure  like  the  present 
bill  is  presented  for  my  sanction,  I feel  and  acknow- 
ledge the  strong  obligation  of  duty  which  should 
compel  me  to  refuse  it  my  assent,  and  I trust  I shall 
give  evidence  to  the  legislature  and  the  people,  that 
I am  not  acting  without  good  reason;  and  if  the  vi- 
tal and  important  objects  provided  for  in  this  bill, 
fail  to  be  finally  secured,  that  it  is  not  without  a 
sincere  and  earnest  effort  on  my  part  to  prevent 
it,  by  every  reasonable  offer  of  mutual  concession. 


I will  now  state  concisely  the  objections  to  this 
bill,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  insurmountable. 

In  the  first  place,  I consider  the  seventeenth  sec- 
tion as  giving  to  (he  banks  an  absolute  exemption 
from  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  for  at  least 
the  period  of  five  years,  mentioned  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  It  is  provided,  amongother  things, 
in  the  seventeenth  section,  that  all  laws  imposing 
penalties  of  interest  greater  than  six  per  cent,  as 
also  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters,  for  certain  de- 
linquencies shall  be  suspended  until  further  legisla- 
tive action,  and  until  provision  is  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  loan  authorised  by  the  first  section  of 
the  bill.  Now,  had  this  subject  of  suspension  been 
left  entirely  to  the  further  action  of  the  legislature, 
without  coupling  it  with  the  provision  for  the  re- 
payment of  Ihe  loan  of  three  millions  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  it  would  have  been  far  less  ob- 
jectionable. But  even  then,  what  would  be  our 
condition?  This  suspension  would  continue  till  it 
was  terminated  by  legislative  action,  and  although 
the  people  might,  by  a large  majority,  will  that  it 
should  cease,  yet  if  the  banks  could  find  favor  with 
either  branch  of  the  legislature,  or  with  the  execu- 
tive, it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  that  will  into 
execution. 

Is  it  wise,  is  it  just,  to  surrender  such  power  as 
this,  to  the  banks,  when  in  all  contests  heretofore 
had  between  these  institutions  and  the  people,  they 
have  proved  victorious?  But,  by  the  bill  before  me, 
they  are  to  enjoy  these  exemptions  not  only  until 
further  legislation,  but  until  the  legislature  provides 
for  the  re-payment  of  this  large  loan.  How  will 
it  ever  be  repaid,  if  this  bill  should  pass?  The 
banks  control  and  regulate  the  pecuniary  transac- 
tions of  the  country,  in  which  so  large  an  amount 
of  capital  as  this  is  involved.  They  are  directly 
interested  in  preventing  the  repayment  of  this  loan 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  or  often  years,  because  they 
enjoy  exemption  from  the  forfeiture  of  their  char- 
ters as  long  as  this  loan  remains  unredeemed.  It 
is  not  at  all  likely  at  the  end  of  five  years,  or  even 
ten  years,  the  commonwealth  will  be  able  to  pay 
off  a loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  without  mak- 
ing another  loan  for  that  purpose.  From  whom 
can  this  loan  be  procured?  Surely  not  from  Eu- 
rope, for  that  market  is  glutted  with  our  stocks 
already.  Not  from  our  own  banks,  for  if  they 
were  to  make  a loan  to  the  state,  it  would  be  to 
deprive  themselves  of  the  valuable  privileges  they 
enjoy,  under  the  exemptions  already  mentioned. 
Not  from  our  own  capitalists,  for  they  are  so  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  banks,  as  to  be  restrained  by 
that  consideration;  or  they  can  probably  find,  as 
they  have  heretofore  done,  more  profitable  invest- 
ments for  their  money.  It  is  idle,  therefore,  to 
sa}',  that  this  loan  can  be  repaid  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  or  even  a greater  length  of  time,  with  such 
strong  interests  in  the  way  to  prevent  it. 

An  act  of  the  legislature  authorising  a loan  to  be 
taken  for  the  repayment  of  this  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  would  be  fruit- 
less; the  money  could  not  be  obtained  upon  it,  and 
until  it  was  obtained,  the  banks  would  be  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  legislature,  and  would  enjoy  their 
right  of  suspension,  in  defiance  of  its  action.  It 
scarcely  requires  a prophet  to  foresee  what  would 
be  the  issue  of  a law  like  this.  At  the  end  ol  the 
five  years  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
there  would  be  a renewal  of  the  same  loan,  and  the 
same  system  of  operations  for  another  period  of 
five  years,  or  perhaps  longer,  and  we  should  thus 
have  suspension  which  might  be  well  considered  as 
perpetual.  We  cannot  foretell  its  consequences, 
we  cannot  foresee  its  end.  The  moment  it  is  en- 
grafted upon  our  system,  we  may  despair  of  all 
other  reform.  It  will  be  fastened  upon  us  until 
the  system  itself,  by  its  own  excesses  and  corrup- 
tions, is  annihilated.  The  specie  still  remaining 
in  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  will  vanish,  and  a dreary,  hopeless  era  of 
irredeemable  paper  money,  open  upon  this  com- 
monwealth. I cannot  bring  my  mind  to  contem- 
plate this  scene,  without  feelings  of  the  deepest  re- 
pugnance. Nor  can  I believe  it  is  right  to  fasten 
such  a condition  as  this  upon  a measure  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  healthful  existence  of  the 
functions  of  government. 

The  authority  given  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  make  an  assignment, 
and  also  the  exoneration  of  Ihe  trustees  or  assignees 
from  giving,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  security  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  trust;  and  also  from  mak- 
ing out  an  inventory,  and  having  an  appraisement 
taken  of  the  property  assigned,  seems  to  me,  to  be 
a dangerous  and  an  unnecessary  surrender  of  the 
proper  control  over  pprsons  entrusted  with  such  an 
immense  amount  of  property.  It  is  true  the  man- 
ner of  regulating  the  conduct  ot  the  trustees  or 
assignees,  is  vested  in  the  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
but  from  sundry  recent  developments  in  that  in- 
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stitu lion,  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  the  stock- 
holders are,  at  all  times,  the  safest  and  best  deposi- 
tories of  such  unlimited  power.  The  temptation 
to  abuse  it,  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  or  assignees 
would  be  great,  and  the  security  against  it,  is  lite- 
rally nothing.  I very  much  question  the  policy  of 
passing  such  sweeping  acts  of  legislation  as  this. 
Why  introduce  the  Bank  of  United  States  into  this 
bill  at  all?  That  institution  had  surely  very  com- 
prehensive and  indulgent  powers  granted  to  it  at 
its  creation,  and  deliberately  accepted  by  its  stock- 
holders at  the  time. 

It  has  very  recently,  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  Philadelphia  city  and  county,  succeeded  in 
escaping  from  the  provisions  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  third  of  April  1840  tor  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  by  pleading  that  its  act  of  incorporation 
was  a contract  between  the  bank  and  the  state.  If 
it  be  so,  let  it  abide  by  the  terms  of  that  contract, 
and  stand  or  fall  upon  its  own  voluntary  agreement. 
The  influence  of  this  institution  upon  the  other 
banks,  and  upon  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country,  has  been  abundantly  deleterious,  and  I 
can  see  no  special  reason  in  favor  of  exonerating 
this  bank  and  its  trustees  from  obligations  that  are 
imposed  upon  every  man,  without  distinction,  who 
is  invested  with  the  same  kind  of  important  trusts. 
The  powets  given  to  this  bank  at  the  time  of  its 
origin,  were  considered  ample  lor  every  necessary 
purpose,  and  I do  not  perceive  in  its  present  condi- 
tion any'  good  ground  for  this  unqualified  enlarge- 
ment of  them. 

Having  thus  stated  with  much  brevity,  my  prin- 
cipal objections  to  the  preient  bill,  I will  proceed 
to  explain  in  what  manner  these  objections  may  be 
removed.  I always  have  been,  and  I am  still, 
most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  issuing  and  circula- 
tion of  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five  dol- 
lars, and  I have  on  repeated  occasions,  both  in  ad- 
dressing the  legislature,  and  my  fellow  citizens, 
expressed  that  opinion.  I must  in  candor,  how- 
ever, admit,  that  within  a short  time,  the  aspect  of 
this  subject  of  small  notes,  in  Pennsylvania  has 
materially  changed.  All  the  surrounding  states 
have  authorised  their  banks  to  issue  notes  of  a less 
denomination  than  five  dollars; — our  own  banks 
are  in  a condition  which  renders  it  exceeding- 
ly improbable  that  they  will  be  able  to  resume 
specie  payments  ior  some  little  time  to  come;  in 
the  mean  while  our  specie  is  in  a great  measure 
withdrawn  lrorn  circulation,  and  the  small  notes  of 
the  states  surrounding  us,  on  every  side,  in  open 
defiance  of  that  most  excellent  law,  passed  in  1828, 
to  prohibit  their  circulation,  are  thrown  in  upon 
our  citizens  to  take  its  place.  In  this  state  of 
things,  the  issue  of  a limited  amount  of  notes,  un- 
der the  denomination  ot  five  dollars,  lor  a limited 
period  of  time,  based  upon  the  security  of  the  stale 
stock  and  state  crtdit,  seems  to  be  less  liable  to  ob- 
jection than  any  other  mode  pioposedat  any  former 
period  of  time.  There  is,  perhaps,  another  consi- 
deration which  should  operate  with  no  small  in- 
fluence in  the  decision  of  this  question.  The  mode 
and  manner  of  raising  money  tor  the  ordinary ’pur- 
poses of  the  government,  and  to  pay  the  debls  and 
various  obligations  of  the  commonwealth,  belong 
pioperly  to  the  members  of  the  legislature,  as  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people.  It  is  lor 
them  to  judge  in  the  first  instance,  subject  to  the 
higher  judgment  of  their  constituents,  in  what  man- 
ner this  money  is  to  be  procured;  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  the  legislature,  the  amount  required  for 
the  current  year  provided  by  this  bill,  can  be  rais- 
ed by  no  other  means  than  that  contained  in  it,  of 
authorising  the  issue  of  notes  such  as  I have  de- 
scribed, 1 do  not  think  I would  be  justified  in  deem- 
ing this  a sufficient  objection  to  prevent  the  pass- 
age of  the  bill,  if  otherwise  faultless.  As  a pri- 
vate citizen,  I would  not  yield  my  hostility  to  the 
issuing  of  small  notes  by  the  banks  of  this  com- 
monwealth; but  as  the  executive,  having  no  power 
to  originate  measures,  but  only  that  of  approving 
such  as  are  presented  by  the  legislature,  1 stand  in 
a different  position;  and  as  between  the  sanction  of 
such  a measure  as  this,  and  the  embarrassments 
that  must  necessarily  he  produced,  by  the  defeat  ol 
a bill,  making  appropriations  ior  the  indispensable 
wants  of  the  government,  I should  consider  it  as  a 
choice  of  evils  at  the  best,  and  that  as  the  least  evil 
which  would  produce  the  least  general  distress. 

So  far  as  respects  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  exemption  of  the  banks  in  Ihe  seven- 
teenth section  of  this  bill,  from  penalties  exceeding 
six  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  forfeiture  of  their 
charters,  I think  the  boon  extended  to  the  banks  is 
not  only  greater  than  is  necessary,  but  greater  than 
has  been  asked  for  by  any  of  those  institutions.  By 
this  section  it  is  provided  that  “no  banking  institu- 
tion in  this  state  shall  be  subject,  by  way  of  penally 
or  otherwise  to  any  greater  rate  of  interest  than  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  any  thing  in  any  act  of  as- 


sembly to  the  contiary  notwithstanding” — “and 
that  all  provisions  of  any  other  act  of  assembly 
heretofore  passed,  or  of  any  act  of  incorporation 
providing  for  the  forfeiture  of  any  charter,  for  or 
by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  any  of  its  liabilities 
on  demand,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  suspended 
until  further  legislative  action,  and  until  the  legis- 
lature shall  provide  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan 
authorised  by  the  first  section  of  this  act.”  No  le- 
gislative inquir}’  upon  this  subject  has  been  insti- 
tuted— no  petitions  have  been  presented  by  the 
banks  themselves,  except  the  Bank  ot  the  United 
States,  asking  for  such  indulgence  as  this  bill  con- 
templates; and  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn 
the  views  of  the  banks,  throughout  the  common- 
wealth no  further  legislative  action  has  been  asked 
for  or  desired,  except  the  repeal  of  the  resumption 
resolutions  of  3d  April,  1840,  and  the  banks  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  they  occupied  previous 
to  the  passage  of  these  resolutions,  under  the  act  of 
1824.  This  act  of  1324  for  the  general  regulation 
of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  seems  to  have 
been  framed  in  a spirit  of  greater  liberality  and  for- 
bearance towards  the  banks,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  makes  judicious  provision  for  the  security 
of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  public.  From  the 
passage  of  this  law  of  1824,  up  to  the  time  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  chartered  by  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the  banks  of  this  com- 
monwealth, subject  to  its  provisions,  were  in  a 
flourishing  and  prosperous  condition — felt  neither 
fears  nor  molestation,  and  never  complained  of  the 
hardship  of  any  of  its  provisions,  and  there  were 
but  few,  if  any,  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple. But  the  enormous  increase  of  banking  capital, 
produced  by  the  creation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  other  banks,  during  the  same  session  of 
the  legislature,  gave  such  a wild  and  reckless  im- 
pulse to  the  banking  system,  as  to  precipitate  all 
these  institutions  into  the  unfortunate  condition  in 
which  we  now  find  them.  There  is  obviously  one 
rational  and  certain  remedy  for  the  evil:  that  is,  to 
get  rid  of  the  causes  which  produced  it.  Let  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  meet  its  fate  under  its 
charter;  let  the  resolutions  of  the  3d  April,  1840, 
passed  with  the  hope  of  correcting  some  of  the  evils 
which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  produced, 
be  repealed,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  proper  tribunal,  that  that  institution  is  exempt 
from  their  operation,  and  on  the  same  principle 
there  are  four  other  banks  claiming  like  special 
privileges,  which  are  exempt  also,  the  whole  of  the 
capital  of  these  banks  aggregately  amounting  to 
two-thirds  of  the  banking  capital  of  this  state — and 
let  the  other  banks  of  the  commonwealth  be  placed 
under  the  regulations  of  the  act  of  1824.  I appeal 
to  the  recollection  of  those  who  have  been  familiar 
with  the  condition  of  things  in  Pennsylvania  for 
years  past,  and  to  the  history  of  the  times,  to  bear  me 
out  in  the  assertion  that  neither  the  banks  nor  the 
people  of  this  commonwealth  ever  enjoyed  a state 
of  higher  prosperity,  nor  of  more  absolute  freedom 
from  all  pecuniary  embarrassments  and  difficulties, 
than  they  did  during  the  interval  from  1824  to  1836; 
and  I do  not  perceive  any  well  grounded  reason  to 
doubt  that,  with  a little  patience,  prudence  and  eco- 
nomy, the  same  salutary  results  that  flowed  from 
the  laws  then  in  force,  will  be  again  felt,  if  the  same 
laws  are  restored. 

Should  the  views  here  expressed  be  embodied  in 
a section  or  sections,  and  substituted  for  the  17th 
section  of  the  bill,  I would  then  feel  myself  justi- 
fiable in  approving  the  bill, although  I have  a strong 
dislike  for  some  of  its  provisions.  But  whatever 
may  be  my  feelings  of  dislike,  I am  bound  to  re- 
press them  when  I consider  that  should  no  provi- 
sion be  made  by  law  for  appropriations  to  the  ob- 
ject contained  in  this  bill,  we  shall  have  the  pain 
and  mortification  of  seeing;  the  remaining  soldiers 
of  the  revolutionary  and  Indian  wars  who  served 
in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  totteiing  unprovided  for 
and  penniless  to  the  grave — the  blind,  the  dumb, 
the  orphan,  and  the  friendless  and  unprotected  in- 
mate of  the  house  of  refuge,  would  be  deprived  of 
that  alleviation  of  their  wants  and  sufferings  which 
the  bounty  of  the  commonwealth  has  so  liberally 
provided.  The  common  school  system,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  will 
languish  and  be  destroyed.  Operations  upon  the 
public  improvements  must  be  stopped;  their  repair 
will  be  impossible.  The  contractors  upon  our  pub- 
lic improvements,  trusting  to  the  faith  and  honor  of 
the  state,  contracted  large  debts  to  farmers,  mer- 
chants, mechanics  and  laborers,  from  whom,  unless 
provision  be  made  for  that  purpose,  the  state  will 
withhold  the  means  of  payment.  And  in  relation 
to  this  numerous  and  enterprising  class  of  our  citi- 
zens, who  are  the  creditors  of  the  state,  to  so  large 
an  amount,  if  any  thing  can  add  to  the  aggravation 
and  injustice  of  their  case,  it  is  the  almost  inevi 
table  certainty,  that  while  the  state  is  largely  their 


debtor,  they  must  be  broken  up,  ruined,  and  their 
property  pass  under  the  hammer  of  the  sheriff.  And 
even  our  courts  ot  justice,  where  none  but  inde- 
pendent and  inflexible  judges  should  sit,  would  ex- 
perience their  share  ol  the  common  calamity:  with- 
drawn from  their  professions,  prevented  by  the  dis- 
charge ot  their  official  duties,  from  engaging  in  any 
other  business  for  the  support  of  their  families,  and 
many  of  them  poor,  even  the  salaries  which  are 
guaranteed  to  them  by  law,  for  services  to  the  pub- 
lic cannot  be  paid.  Can  it  be  possible  that  such 
praiseworthy  objects  as  these  will  be  left  unprovid- 
ed for  by  the  legislature?  Can  an  adjournment  lake 
place  while  a sacred  duly,  which  every  man  has 
solemnly  sworn  to  discharge,  remains  unperform- 
ed? I cannot  believe  it  possible.  To  suppose  it 
was  so,  would  be  casting,  what  I still  hope  and 
trust  is  an  undeserved  reproach,  on  those  who  have 
been  selected  by  the  people,  to  guard  and  promote 
their  welfare.  Independent  ol  these  particular 
classes  of  persons  which  will  feel  most  imme- 
diately the  weight  of  the  blow,  the  entire  mass  of 
the  community  has  not  only  a pecuniary  interest 
arising  from  the  direct  and  remote  connection  sub- 
sisting between  these  classes  and  the  other  citi- 
zens, but  has  a higher  and  a dearer  stake  at  issue 
the  character  and  honor  of  our  state.  Tell  it  not 
to  the  sister  states  of  the  union — tell  it  not  to  the 
world — that  Pennsylvania,  steadfast  in  the  cause  of 
integrity,  abounding  in  resources  and  proud  of  her 
honor,  has  been  the  first  to  swerve  from  that  highest 
of  all  duties,  the  duly  of  preserving  her  fame.  Are 
the  members  of  this  legislature  willing  and  ready 
to  be  stamped  to  all  future  ages  as  the  first  Ameri- 
can legislature  that  brought  infamy  and  disgrace 
upon  our  republican  government?  Are  they  pre- 
pared because  the  executive  cannot  sanction  what 
he  conscientiously  and  firmly  believes  to  be,  in  ef- 
fect, a perpetual  suspension  by  the  banks;  to  jeo- 
pard, nay,  to  sacrifice  these  meritorious  classes  of 
citizens  to  whom  I have  just  referred  and  those 
great  and  vital  interests  which  depend  upon  the 
appropriations  contained  in  the  bill  to  which  I have 
expressed  my  readiness  to  give  my  consent.  II  a 
sincere  and  patriotic  desire  to  promote  the  public 
good,  be  the  governing  motive  with  the  several 
branches  of  the  government,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  of  the  passage  of  a bill  so  eminently  calculat- 
ed to  promote  it,  as  the  one  I have  suggested;  but 
if  there  be  any  ulterior  purpose  in  view,  any  paltry 
expectation  of  political  advantage  at  the  expense 
of  the  public  welfare,  then  it  is  neither  for  me  nor 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to  know  what  will  be 
the  result.  In  a spirit  of  compromise  and  frank- 
ness I have  buried  ray  animosity  to  many  promi- 
nent features  in  this  bill.  I have  expressed  a wil- 
lingness to  yield  much — yes,  to  yield  every  thing, 
except  the  point  which  I consider  of  too  strong  and 
solemn  import  to  the  public  welfare  to  be  sanction- 
ed by  authority  of  law;  and  having  done  this  much 
to  prevent  the  evils  which  I have  thus  depicted  and 
to  save  the  honor  of  the  state  from  disgrace,  I have 
done  my  duty  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 
II  not  met  by  a corresponding  spirit  on  the  part  of 
the  legislature,  the  issue,  momentous  and  deplora- 
ble as  it  may  be,  must  come.  To  the  people  of  this 
coinmonw'ealth,  who  must  share  in  the  blessings  or 
in  the  curses  of  the  measure,  I cheerfully  commit 
the  decision.  The  great  question  is  now  distinctly 
put  to  them,  whether  they  are  or  are  not  in  favor  of 
an  irredeemable  paper  currency,  and  a perpetual 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks?  and 
also,  whether  they  approve  of  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  legislature,  should  it  occur,  to  provide 
even  for  the  indispensable  wants  of  the  government, 
without  which,  it  becomes  powerless,  and  almost 
ceases  to  be  a government.  If  a majority  of  the 
people  are  in  favor  of  these  measures,  be  it  so:  I 
shall  bow  to  their  decree,  but  as  a citizen  of  Penn- 
sylvania, looking  only  to  the  common  good  of  all, 
I shall  deeply  regret  the  evils  it  will  entail  upon 
us,  and  blush  that  I have  lived  to  see  the  day  of  her 
tarnished  and  dishonored  fame. 

It  is  idle  to  deceive  ourselves  by  supposing  that 
great  hardship  and  embarrassment  will  not  be  pro- 
duced by  the  defeat  of  a bill  calculated  to  relieve 
the  community,  by  making  the  necessary  provisions 
for  paying  her  just  debts  and  carrying  on  the  affairs 
of  government.  This  must  and  will  undoubtedly 
follow.  But  I trust  there  will  be  patriotic  resolu- 
tion enough  found  among  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  endure  these  hardships  for  a season  with- 
out repining,  if  the  alternative,  presented  by  this  bill 
be,  as  I honestly  believe  it  to  be,  far  worse.  In  the 
darkest  and  most  perilous  times  of  the  revolution, 
our  fathers,  though  destitute  of  food,  clothing  and 
money,  bravely  adhered  to  their  country’s  cause, 
barefooted  in  winter  snows,  and  in  the  face  of  su- 
perior force,  they  clung  to  her  standard,  and  dis- 
dained the  comfort  and  the  gold  offered  by  her 
foes — none  deserted,  and  none  shrunk  from  the 
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northern  blasts  that  pierced  their  naked  bodies,  or 
the  British  bayonets  presented  at  their  breasts;  and 
if  they  made  such  sacrifices  to  gain  oik  liberty,  their 
sons,  abundantly  clothed  and  abundantly  led,  should 
be  willing  to  make  at  least  the  sacrifice  of  suffering 
for  a short  time  the  inconvenience  ot  empty  pockets, 
to  preserve  the  liberties  their  lathers  handed  down. 
Money  is  a greet  convenience  undoubtedly,  and 
very  desirable,  but  what  amount  of  money  would 
pay  the  price  of  our  self- respect,  the  substantial 
prosperity  of  the  state  and  ofour  freedom?  li  the  peo- 
ple ol  Pennsylvania  prove  recreant  in  this  crisis,  they 
will  indeed  have  forgotten  the  example  of  their  an- 
cestors, and  will  prove  themselves  to  be,  what  I trust 
they  would  scorn  to  acknowledge,  ‘-degenerate  sons 
ol  noble  sires.”  I call  upon  you,  fellow  citizens  of 
the  legislature,  I conjure  you  to  pause  and  think 
well  before  you  depart  to  your  respective  places  of 
abode,  without  making  some  adequate  provision  to 
save  the  government  of  the  state  from  the  want  of 
the  pecuniary  means  of  performing  its  vital  func- 
tions. I entreat  you  to  contemplate  the  awful  and 
unprecedented  responsibility  you  would  thus  be  as- 
suming, and  to  think  of  the  judgment  of  posterity. 
I have  done  all  that  lies  in  iny  power — the  rest  is 
with  yon.  DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  chamber,  May  1 si,  1841. 

VrRGINIA. 

Elections.  The  senate  consists  of  thirty-two  mem- 
bers, elected  for  four  years,  eight  being  chosen  an- 
nually. Of  the  eight  whose  term  has  just  closed, 
three  are  whigs  and  five  democrats.  The  three 
whigs,  viz:  James  Lyons,  Robert  W.  Carter,  and 
Charles  J.  Faulkner,  are  all  re-elected.  The  whigs 
have  also  gained  a senator  in  the  election  of  Tun- 
stall,  which  gives  them  a majority  in  that  body. — 
In  the  last  senate  the  parties  were  tied  16  to  16. 
fiow,  17  whigs  and  15  democrats. 

House  of  delegates.  The  house  of  delegates  com- 
prises 134  members,  elected  annually.  The  last 
house  was  divided  about  thus:  whigs  71,  democrats 
63.  The  following  is  the  present  state  ol  parties: 
whigs  68,  democrats  66,  showing  a democratic  gain 
of  3 members;  and  leaves  a whig  majority  of  2 in 
each  house. 

Congress.  The  complete  congressional  delega- 
tion stands  as  follows:  those  in  italics  are  reputed  to 
be  whigs. 

Hist.  1,  Henry  A.  Wise,  re-elected. 

2,  Francis  Mallory,*  re-elected. 

3,  Geo.  B.  Cary,  succeeds  FrancesE.  Rives. 

4,  John  M.  Bolts,  re-elected. 

5,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,*  re-elected. 

6,  John  Taliaferro,  re-elected. 

7,  Cuthbert  Poivell  succeeds  W.  M.  McCarthy. 

8,  Linn  Banks,  re-elected. 

9,  Win.  O.  Goode,  succeeds  Dromgoole. 

10,  John  W.  Jones,  re-elected. 

11,  E.  W.  Hubbard,  12  or  14  maj.  V.  B.  gain. 

12,  Walter  Coles,  re-elected,  about40  maj. 

13,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,*  over  James  Garland. 

14,  Wm.  L.  Goggin,  re-elected. 

15,  R.  B.  Barton,  whig  gain,  succeeds  Lucas. 

16,  Samuel  C.  Williams,  succeeds  Mr.  Beale. 

17,  A.  H-  H.  Stuart,  whig  gain. 

IS,  Geo.  W.  Hopkins,  re-elected. 

19,  George  W.  Summers,  whig  gain. 

20,  Samuel  L.  Hays,  succeeds  Jos.  Johnson. 

21,  Lewis  Stenrod,  re-elected. 

Total,  eleven  whigs  and  ten  democrats;  being  a 
liett  whig  gain  of  three  members  compared  with  the 
last  delegation  as  elected  two  years  ago,  or  two  as 
compared  with  the  same  delegation  after  Ihe  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Holleraan  in  the  Norfol  k district,  and 
the  election  of  Mr.  Mallory  in  tiis  stead. 

There  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  proper  classifica- 
tion of  Mr.  Hunter.  He  is  opposed  to  a national 
bank,  as  also  are  Messrs.  Gilmer  and  Mallory.  Mr. 
Wise,  it  is  supposed,  will  vote  for  a national  bank 
on  certain  conditions.  Of  the  whole  delegation, 
not  more  than  seven,  perhaps  not  so  many,  will  be 
found  in  favor  of  a national  bank.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

KENTUCKY. 

Election.  The  following  is  the  general  result  of 
the  election  for  congress. 

1st  district — Linn  Boyd,  re-elected. 


2nd  “ 

Philip  Triplett,  re-elected. 

3rd  “ 

J.  R.  Underwood,  re-elected. 

4th  “ 

B.  W.  Owsley,  new  member. 

5th  “ 

J.  B.  Thompson,  re-elected. 

6th  “ 

AVillis  Green,  re  elected. 

7th  “ 

John  Pope,  re-elected. 

8th  “ 

James  C.  Sprigg,  new  member. 

9th  “ 

John  White,  re-elected. 

10th  “ 

T.  F.  Marshall,  new  member. 

11th  “ 

L.  W.  Andrews,  re-elected. 

12th 

Garret  Daiis,  re-elected. 

13th 

IF.  O.  Butler,  re  elected. 

[All  whigs,  except  the  two  in  italic.} 

*Anti-bank. 


GEORGIA. 

Religious  test.  By  a late  decision  of  the  superior 
court  for  Oglethorpe  county,  Georgia,  the  testimo- 
ny of  several  witnesses  was  declared  to  be  inadmis- 
sible on  the  ground  that  they  were  Universalists 
and  supposed  not  to  believe  in  a future  state  of  re- 
wards and  punishments. 

OHIO. 

Below  the  reader  will  find  a tabular  statement 
of  the  resources  and  financial  condition  of  this 
state.  The  exhibition  which  it  gives  cannot  but 
cause  surprise — indicating  as  it  does  a growth  of  as- 
tonishing magnitude  and  rapidity.  Within  less  than 
forty  years,  the  population  of  that  thriving  state  has 
increased  from  fifty  thousand  to  upwards  of  fifteen 
hundred  thousand.  Ohio  is  now  the  first  wheat 
growing  state  in  the  union — her  wheat  crops  last 
year  amounting  to  upwards  of  sixteen  million  bush- 
els, which  is  some  millions  of  bushels  larger  than 
the  crop  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  or  Virginia. 
She  has  constructed  a canal  throughout  the  entire 
extent  of  her  territory  uniting  Lake  Erie  with  the 
Ohio  river,  and  comprising  a length  of  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  miles.  It  runs  through  some 
of  the  most  fertile  regions  in  the  world;  it  connects 
the  great  lakes  of  the  north  w ith  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co; and  affords  means  of  conveyance  by  which  the 
teeming  pioducts  of  the  state  may  be  transported 


to  New  Orleans,  New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Balti- 
more. To  the  two  last  named  cities  a new  route 
has  been  recently  opened  hy  the  cross  cut  from 
Akron  on  the  Ohio  canal  to  Beaver  near  Pittsburg, 
so  that  the  eastern  line  of  communication  is  now 
the  most  eligible  for  a large  portion  of  the  state.  In 
addition  to  her  great  canal,  which  has  been  com- 
pleted for  some  years,  Ohio  has  other  canals  in 
progress — her  whole  system  of  works  including  in 
the  aggregate  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four  miles. 
These  all  run  though  fertile  districts  arid  must  in 
time  become  productive  of  a large  revenue. 

This  young  state  may  be  called  the  "infant  phe- 
nomenon.” What  she  will  be  when  her  full  growth 
is  attained  may  be  in  some  sort  conjectured  from 
the  promise  of  her  early  days.  With  an  active,  in- 
dustrious, enterprising  and  intelligent  population; 
a soil  rich  and  well  fitted  for  tillage;  with  her  in- 
ternal improvements  pervading  all  parts  ot  her  ex- 
tensive territory,  rendering  access  to  markets  easy 
and  cheap — with  all  the  advantages  which  position 
and  natural  and  artificial  aids  can  supply  in  the  way 
of  facilitating  production,  her  increase  in  wealth 
and  greatness  must  go  on  from  year  to  year,  while 
from  her  prolific  resources  a swelling  tide  of  com- 
merce will  be  poured  to  enrich  all  who  may  parti- 
cipate in  its  benefits. 

[Baltimore  American. 


Statistics.  Area.  The  state  of  Ohio  contains  a fraction  over  40,000  square  miles,  or  25,600,000  acres. 
Estimated  quantity  o (arable  land,  20,000,000  acres— wet,  broken  and  sterile,  5,600,000  acres. 
Assessed  for  taxation  in  1840,  20,215,044  acres;  probable  amount  liable  to  taxation  in  1841,  21,200,000 
acres. 

Total  number  of  acres  in  cultivation,  including  meadow  and  pasture  lands,  7,500,000  acres. 
Population.  Ohio  became  a state  A.  D.  1802.  Estimated  population,  50,000 

Population  as  per  census  in  1810,  230,760  inc.  in  8 years,  180,760 

“ “ “ 1820,  581,434  “ in  10  “ 350,674 

“ “ “ 1830,  937,679  “ “ “ 356.245 

“ “ 1840,  1,515,161  “ “ “ 577,482 

Valuation.  Real  property  subject  to  taxatio.n,  as  valued  for  that  purpose,  in  1840,  $99,154,745  00 

Horses,  cattle,  mercantile  capital  and  pleasure  carriages,  subject  to  taxation  26,947,961  00 


Total  amount  of  taxable  property  as  valued  for  that  purpose,  $126,102,706  00 

Estimated  amount  for  the  current  year  (1841),  one  hundred  twenty  eight  millions.'’ 

Exports  in  1S40.  Breadstuff's,  mostly  wheat  and  flour — estimated  value  $7,098,810  00 

Other  agricultural  products,  including  distilled  spirits  1,874,402  00 

Products  of  domestic  animals,  chiefly  pork,  lard,  butter,  cheese  and  wool  2,315,069  00 

Domestic  animals  driven  from  the  state  on  foot  2,600,000  00 

Products  of  mines  and  forests  782,700  00 

Manufactured  articles  5,000,000  00 

Total  value  of  the  products  of  Ohio,  exported  in  the  year  1840,  $19,670,981  00 

Length  Cost,  puid  hy  Sum  required  Gross  amt.  of  tolls  Cost  of  repairs 


Public  worhs,  owned  by  the  state. 


Ohio  canal  and  branches 
Miami  canal  and  branches 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  (in  Ohio) 

Miami  extension  canal, 

Hocking  Valley  canal 
Walhonding  canal, 

Muskingum  river  improvement, 

Western  Reserve  and  Maumee  road 
Pennsylvania  & Ohio  canal  (in  Ohio)  j:  86 
Milan  canal}  10 

Cincinnati  and  White  Water  canal}:  25 

Turnpike  roads§ 


Miles. 

333 
86 
89} 
125 
56 
24 
90 
31 


state  to  Nov. 
15,  1840. 
$4,694,934  19 
1,237,552  16 
1,666,619  89 
1,506,909  83 
621,375  28 
491,364  96 
1,086,167  96 

165.000  00 

420.000  00 
22,692  47 
74,000  00 

1,008,188  00 


from  state  to 
finish. 
finished, 
do. 

$773,380  11 
1,393,090  17 
278,472  28 
89,623  23 
287,838  00 

73.000  00 
finished. 

2,307  52 

76.000  00 
563,215  22 


eceived  by  state  and  collection 
in  1840.  of  tolls,  <S’C. 

$452,122  03  $122.004  24 

72,612  89  20,192  99 

164  00  'l  Expense  of  re- 
3,925  07  | pairs  on  these 
2,326  69  works  not  sepa- 
| rated  from  cost 
2,388  48  J of  construction. 
3,240  59  3,132  90 

4,200  00  net  rec’d  by  state 


16,555  93  net  rec’d  by  state 


12,994,804  74  3,536,926  53  557,535  68  145,330  13 

From  estimated  amount  necessary  to  be  provided  by  the  state  to  finish  public  works,  deduct  estimat- 
ed proceeds  ot  Wabash  and  Erie,  and,  Miami  Extension  canal  lands,  379,552  acres  at  $3  per  acre 

$1,138,656 — leaving  the  sum  ol  $2,398,270  53  to  be  provided  by  loans. 

State  debt.  Due  on  6 pr.ct  stock  payable  1850,  ’56  & ’60,  in  N.  York  10,511,123  00  ann.  int.  630,667  38 

“ on  5 per  ct.  “ “ I860  and  ’56  “ “ 550,000  00  “ 27,500  00 

||Six  pr.ct.  state  scrip  loaned  to  R.  R.  comps.  ’56  & ’60  do.  501,515  00  “ 30,090  90 

Total  amount  foreign  debt,  Nov.  15,  1840  $11,562,638  00  “ $688,258  28 

Due  to  various  school  funds  at  6 per  cent,  interest  1,289,534  08  “ 77,372  04 

“ counties,  on  account  of  surplus  revenue  86,229  77  « 5,173  78 

Total  state  debt,  November  15,  1840  $12, 93S, 401  85  total  int. $770, 804  10 

Six  months’  interest  on  moneys  to  be  borrowed  during  current  year,  say  50,000  00 


Total  interest  chargeable  on  revenue  of  current  year,  (1S41), 
Revenue  (estimated)  for  1841,  applicable  to  payment  of  interest  on  state  debt: 

Net  proceeds  of  tolls,  water  rents,  &c.  on  Ohio  and  Miami  canals 

“ Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal, and  state  canals  now  unfinished 
“ “ “ state’s  dividends  on  turnpike  road  stock 

Payable  by  Rail  Road  companies  to  meet  interest  on  scrip  loaned  by  state 
Proceeds  of  tax  ot  2^  mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  grand  levy  (128  millions), 


$820,804  10 

$400,000  00 

36.000  00 

15.000  00 
30.090  90 

352,000  00 

$833,090  90 

*Lands  are  valued  for  taxation  as  it  in  a state  of  nature,  taking  into  v:ew  the  value  reflected  by  surrounding 
improvements,  but  without  reference  to  the  improvements  on  the  land  itself.  The  true  value  of  the  real  prt> 
1 sta*e  cannot  be  less  than  $400,000,000;  of  personal  property,  not  less  than  $150,000,000. 

tThis  connects  144  miles  of  finished  canal  in  Indiana  with  Lake  Erie. 

tune  third  of  these  canals,  only,  is  owned  by  the  state.  The  money  paid  by  the  state,  only,  is  given  in  the 
above  table.  e 

Wne  half  only,  belongs  to  the  state.  The  payments  made  and  to  be  made  by  the  state,  as  above  given,  are 
paid  on  this  half.  b ’ 

II  This  item  should  not  be  considered  as  part  of  the  debt  of  the  state;  the  avails  not  having  been  applied  in 
the  construction  of  works  owned  by  the  state',’  and  the  Rail  Road  companies  having  secured  the  payment. 
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ALABAMA. 

A law  having  passed  the  legislature  of  Alabama 
for  holding  a special  election  for  members  of  con- 
gress. governor  B >gby  lias  issued  hi-  proclamation, 
appointing  the  2<)th  of  May  for  the  election  of  five 
members  of  congress.  This  election  takes  place 
under  the  general  ticket  system.  The  act  just 
passed,  requires  the  citizens,  at  the  regular  elec- 
tions in  August,  to  state  whether  they  are  for  “ge- 
neral ticket,”  or  for  “district  system.” 

[Augusta  Constitutionalist. 

MISSOURI. 

The  whig  members  of  the  legislature  adopted  the 
following  memorial  to  general  Harrison  just  before 
their  adjournment: 

"To  IV.  H.  Harrison,  president  of  the  U.  Slates. 
The  undersigned  members  of  the  Missouri  legisla- 
ture, who  are  friendly  to  your  administration,  re- 
spectfully request  that  you  will  discourage  the  uni- 
versal mania  lor  office-seeking  that  prevails  in  the 
country,  by  refusing  to  appoint  to  office  the  nume- 
rous applicants,  and  who  make  personal  application 
for  appointments,  who  hawk  about  papers  to  pro- 
cure recommendations  to  executive  patronage. 

City  of  Jefferson,  Feb.  13,  1841.” 

DEBATE  ON  THE  PROSPECTIVE  PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[continued  from  page  159.] 

In  senate,  Friday,  January  22,  1841. 

Mr.  Crittenden  rose  in  rejoinder.  I did  not 
come  Ibrward  as  a volunteer  accuser  of  the  existing 
administration  on  ttie  subject  of  its  expenditures.  I 
came  only  in  response  to  the  triumphant  challenge 
of  the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  wtio 
defied  me  to  put  my  finger  on  one  single  item  of  im- 
proper or  extravagant  expenditure.  The  gentle- 
man as-umes  engeniuusly  enough,  but  not  very  can- 
didly, that,  because  I have  mentioned  one  or  two 
particulars,  these  are  the  only  charges  that  can  be 
made,  and  effects  to  be  put  by  me  on  his  defence; 
whereas  it  was  he  that  made  the  broad  challenge, 
calling  upon  me,  or  any  one  else,  to  prove  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  administration  in  a single  instance. 
Thus  challenged,  I cited  one  or  two  particulars, 
more  from  memory  at  the  instant  than  from  any  re- 
search, for  1 have  made  none.  I go  into  no  charges, 
I prefer  no  indictment,  I have  merely  accepted  his 
challenge. 

Before  going  into  his  answer,  he  made  some  pre- 
liminary remarks  which  deserve  reply.  If  the  prin- 
ciples he  assumes  be  correct,  then  has  he  proved 
not  only  that  the  present  administration  has  been 
guiliy  of  no  extravagance,  but  that  no  future  ad- 
ministration can  be;  that  the  thing  is  impracticable 
because,  though  the  public  money  may  be  squander- 
ed, it  can  only  be  done  according  to  law. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  The  senator  will  pardon  me 
for  interrupting  him,  but  I advanced  no  such  posi- 
tion. I said  that  where  there  were  specific  appropria- 
tions, the  money  could  not  be  squandered;  but  that 
where  congress  only  designated  the  objects  on  which 
public  money  was  to  be  expended,  there  it  might  be 
wastefully  used,  and  that  a president,  together  with 
his  patty  in  congress,  might  be  guilty  of  passing 
unnecessary  and  improper  laws  wastefully  appro- 
priating the  public  money. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  I do  not  intend  to  misrepre- 
sent the  honorable  senator.  He  says,  if  I under- 
stand him,  that  no  money  can  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  but  according  to  law;  that  no  money  can 
be  spent  that  is  not  so  drawn;  and  that,  if  too  much 
money  is  spent,  it  is  not  the  president’s  fault.  Now, 

I ask,  in  that  case,  what  hold  have  the  people  on 
this  matter?  Whom  are  they  to  hold  to  account? 
The  president  is  the  most  powcrlul  officer  in  the 
executive  department  of  the  government;  but  he,  it 
seems,  is  to  be  wholly  exonerated,  although  all  the 
appropriations  made  by  congress  aie  guided  by  and 
founded  upon  the  estimates  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment; and  although  it  is  a part  of  Hie  doctrine  of  the 
senator’s  own  party  that  the  president  himself  is  a 
component  part  of  the  legislative  power.  If  he  be, 
then  he  must  partake  of  the  legislative  responsibi- 
lity, and  that  in  appropriations  as  in  other  things. 
But,  whether  he  be  or  not  a part  of  the  legislature, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that,  as  a part  of  the  executive, 
his  department  exercises  a great  and  powerful  in- 
fluence on  the  legislation  of  congress,  more  especial- 
ly in  regard  to  appropriations;  and  ttiat  that  influence 
is  felt  in  all  the  pieparatory  steps  which  lead  to  the 
national  expenditure.  If  the  president  is  to  be  ex- 
empt, then  I ask,  who  is  to  be  responsible?  It  the 
president  is  not,  then  the  senator  will  find  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  show  that  he  and  his  party  are  not 
responsible.  Why  are  they  not  so?  When  one  great 
and  predominant  political  party  has  not  only  the 
executive  on  its  side,  but  a large  majority  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature — when  the  whole  pha- 
lanx of  government  power  is  under  its  control,  why 
is  it  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of  government?  Be- 


I cause,  forsooth,  it  can  show  that  in  particular  cases 
a few  individuals  of  the  opposite  parly  concurred  in 
I voting  lor  them.  That  is  a most  happy  argument, 
wliic  i relieves  every  hotly;  it  fixes  responsibility  on 
no  one,  and,  let  the  government  be  guilty  of  what  it 
will,  ttie  people  do  not  know  on  whom  to  charge 
the  wrong.  The  president  is  not  responsible;  the 
majority  in  congress  is  not  responsible.  Oh,  no! 
But  all  congress  is  responsible.  A very  convenient 
doctrine,  indeed!  It  diffuses  the  responsibility  so 
far  and  wide  that  the  portion  attached  to  each  in- 
dividual is  too  small  to  be  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. The  position  amounts  to  this,  that  in  this  re- 
publican government  of  professed  responsibility 
there  is  no  body  responsible;  that  you  cannot  put 
your  finger  on  any  individual  and  say,  "You 
are  the  man;”  or  on  any  majority  and  say,  "You  are 
the  party.”  The  argument  relieves  at  once  every 
future  president.  Now,  to  apply  this  doctrine  to 
the  matter  in  hand.  I cited  as  a case  in  point,  to 
show  the  improvidence  and  extravagance  of  this 
administration,  that  a large  mass  of  provisions  had 
been  accumulated  at  a particular  spot,  where  it  was 
not  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  troops,  and 
afterwards  put  up  lor  sale,  and  auctioned  ofl'  at  an 
enormous  saciifice.  And  how  does  the  senator 
acquit  the  government?  Who  is  responsible  for  this 
waste?  or  can  the  senator’s  logic  redeem  every  body 
from  responsibility?  Are  ttie  people  to  consider  the* 
subordinates  answerable?  or  is  responsibility  to  rest 
in  some  degree  on  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  the 
government?  To  exempt  the  administration,  if  there 
lias  leally  been  abuse,  he  tells  us  that  the  government 
did  not  know  ol  it  till  all  was  done  and  over,  and 
that  now  we  have  not  accurate  accounts  either  of 
the  provisions,  or  the  sums  for  which  they  were  sold. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  I did  not  say  that.  Theie  are 
full  accounts  of  every  dollar.  But  I said  that  I had 
not  had  time  to  procure  the  particulars  from  the  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  Be  it  so;  but  is  this  the  way 
in  which  a government  is  to  shuffle  off  all  responsi- 
bility? The  senator’s  argument  lays  a foundation  for 
absolute  impunity  to  every  future  administration. 
For  appropriations,  neither  the  president  nor  his 
party  are  answerable;  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
money,  however  wasteful  and  extravagant,  the  pre- 
sident is  not  responsible  unless  he  personally  ex- 
pended the  money  with  his  own  hand.  This,  by 
the  constitution,  he  cannot  do;  but  must  expend  it 
by  agents  whom  he  appoints,  and  who  expend  it 
under  his  supervision.  What,  then,  is  your  pre- 
sident? To  what  a skeleton,  to  what  a shadow  do 
you  reduce  him!  Is  he  not  to  know  that  a half  mil- 
lion of  public  property  was  collected  at  a point  in 
the  Indian  country?  Was  he  not  to  know  that  that 
public  pioperty  was  sold,  and  that  the  sum  received 
for  it  was  far  too  small?  Was  he  not  bound  to  think 
or  know  any  thing  about  this?  What  is  he?  A mere 
state  apparation — an  automaton — a public  officer, 
salaried  and  fed,  but  not  responsible  to  any  one!  Is 
it  not  one  of  the  favorite  executive  doctrines — a 
doctrine  to  which,  I presume,  the  senator  from 
Pennsylvania  yields  his  assent — that  the  executive 
is  one  great  unit;  that  all  subordinates  are  but  the 
hands  and  limbs  of  the  president;  and  is  it  not  for 
that  very  express  reason  that  the  arbitrary  power  of 
appointment  and  dismissal  is  claimed  for  him?  Yer 
here,  when  a case  of  profligate  public  waste  oc- 
curs, what  do  we  hear?  Oh,  it  may  have  been  very 
bad,  but  the  president  did  not  know  any  thing  about 
it!  He  was  ignorant,  and  therefore  innocent.  I ask, 
is  it  fair  thus  to  base  the  defence  of  the  executive  on 
its  inaction  and  want  of  information?  The  presi- 
dent not  responsible!  He  is  responsible.  Respon- 
sibility is  the  incident  to  his  high  office,  and  consti- 
tutes its  highest  honor;  the  office  amounts  to  nothing 
without  it.  I have  not  charged  Mr.  Van  Buren  with 
being  personally  responsible  in  any  of  the  cases  1 
have  referred  to.  Not  at  all.  But  I say  that  there 
are  matters  for  which  his  administration  is,  and  w ill 
be,  justly  held  to  responsibility.  Have  I intimated, 
in  the  remotest  degree,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  ever 
personally  desired  such  a waste  of  the  public  pro- 
perty— that  he  ever  directly  intended  to  injure  the 
country — that  he  willed  it  or  assented  to  it?  Assu- 
redly not.  But  all  these  public  acts  form  part  and 
parcel  of  the  acts  and  doings  of  his  administration; 
and  they  are  acts  from  which,  on  every  public  po- 
litical principle,  he,  as  the  head  of  that  administra- 
tion, is  responsible. 

And  now  lot  me  come  down  to  the  particulars  of 
the  charges  I have  made.  I presume  I was  mistaken, 
in  point  of  fact,  when  1 supposed  that  any  part  of 
the  Missouri  troops  had  been  marched  through  Ken- 
tuky.  I said  this  on  the  authority  of  a colleague, 
who  told  me  that  they  did,  and  that  he  was  in  the 
county  of  Morgan  with  them  at  the  time.  He  was 
probably  mistaken  as  to  the  particular  corps.  But 
it  is  a point  of  no  importance.  The  gentleman  can 
never  justify,  in  point  of  economy,  the  bringing  of 


a body  of  troops  from  a point  a thousand  miles  dis- 
tant, when  others  as  good  were  to  be  had  close  by. 
It  it  is  true,  as  the  senator  says,  that  t lit  re  w ere  hut 
3(10  of  these  troops,  then  every  solitary  horse  belong- 
ing to  ttie  whole  body  was  lost,  for  you  reitainly 
paid  tor  at  least  that  number.  Was  there,  1 ask,  no 
want  ol  economy  in  all  this?  Ttie  senator  admits  it 
would  have  been  better,  even  if  they  had  inarched 
through  Kentucky,  but  I ask,  would  it  not  have 
been  better  still,  if  they  had  been  drawm  from  Georgia 
or  Alabama?  What  can  be  the  excuse  for  it?  Not  that 
I insinuate  that  the  men  from  Missouri  were  not  a9 
gallant  soldiers  as  the  world  contains,  but  I may  be 
permitted  to  suppose  that  in  Georgia  or  in  Alabama, 
or  even  in  old  Kentucky,  men  as  brave  as  they 
might  have  been  found.  They  could  have  been  em- 
ployed at  the  same  rate,  and  we  should  have  been 
saved  the  cost  of  transportation  and  the  price  ol  the 
dead  horses.  Did  one  single  horseman  bring  his 
horse  back?  I do  not  refer  to  this  particular  tioop, 
but  to  all  the  mounted  men.  Has  not  the  U.  States 
paid  for  every  single  solitary  horse  employed  in  that 
campaign? 

Mr.  Buchanan.  The  government  bought  the 
horses. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  Yes:  but  did  we  not  pass  a 
bill  paying  for  300  horses  lost  at  sea?  And  as  to 
the  others,  if  they  were  not  drowned,  they  died  for 
want  of  fodder;  or,  if  not,  to  bring  them  back  by 
steamboat  to  Missouri  nr  Arkansas  would  have  cost 
as  much  as  they  were  worth.  All  this  shows  a want 
of  due  management  and  economy.  Did  the  govern- 
ment, when  it  ordered  these  troops  into  Florida, 
ever  calculate  that  it  was  to  pay  for  the  horses?  Yet 
we  were  charged  the  original  price  for  every  one  of 
them. 

Mr.  Linn.  The  senator  is  misinformed.  The 
hoises  were  bought  by  government  at  a valuation 
made  of  them  in  Florida,  and  not  in  Missouri,  and 
that  has  been  urged  by  the  gentleman’s  triends  as 
one  ground  of  accusation  against  us. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  I think  the  senator  is  mis- 
taken. I know  at  least  that  all  our  Kentucky  horses 
were  valued  at  home,  so  far  as  I have  ai.y  know- 
ledge. Now,  1 ask,  was  there  no  extravagance  in 
drawing  these  men  from  Missouri?  The  senator 
admits  that  there  has  been  large  additional  cost,  and 
for  what  reason  was  it  incurred?  That  the  men  from 
Missouri  were  fitter  for  the  service.  Why?  Be- 
cause they  were  more  versed  in  Indian  warfare  and 
better  able  to  pursue  and  uncover  the  lurking  foe. 
But  what  reason  has  the  senator  to  assume  this? — 
Have  not  the  people  of  Georgia  been  living  among 
Indians  and  waring  with  them?  How  long  is  it 
since  the  Indians  were  removed  from  Alabama  and 
Tennessee?  And  why  were  not  the  people  from 
these  states  as  familiar  with  the  habits  of  southern 
Indians  as  the  men  ol  Missouri?  It  is  a mere  coldr 
of  defence.  I admit  it  i3  no  great  matter,  but  still 
it  meets  the  challenge  of  the  senator. 

And  now,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  the  sale  of 
provisions.  The  senator  says  that  the  president 
knew  nothing  about  it,  and  asks  whether  it  was  not 
necessary  that  a depot  of  provisions  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  army.  Certainly;  but  how  should  this 
have  been  done?  It  should  have  been  founded  on  pre- 
vious knowledge,  arrangement  and  calculation;  and 
here  lies  the  ground  of  complaint.  I say  it  was  great 
improvidence  to  collect  a vast  mass  of  provisions 
which  were  not  wanted,  as  the  event  plainly  proves. 
Here  is  the  mismanagement.  Here  is  the  extrava- 
gance. And  how  does  the  senator  justify  it?  Oh, 
the  provisions  might  have  been  wanted;  if  there  had 
been  an  army  there  to  eat  them,  they  would  have 
been  eaten  up.  And  this  is  military  skill;  this  is 
the  profound  foresight  of  the  war  department.  The 
army  and  its  provisions  separated  from  each  other! 
the  army  in  one  place  and  the  provisions  in  another! 
and,  for  aught  I know,  suffering  for  the  want  of 
them.  Is  tliis  vour  military  combination?  And  was 
it  good  economy  to  let  these  provisions  be  sold  lor 
a song?  That  Mr.  Van  Buren  would  have  reprobat- 
ed such  proceedings,  I have  not  a doubl;  but  I was 
challenged  to  show  extravagance  in  his  administra- 
tion, not  wanton  wickedness  in  himself.  The  se- 
natorsays  I am  mistaken  as  to  the  amount  for  which 
the  provisions  were  sold.  Here  is  an  account  of  a 
quantity  of  corn  sold — some  at  17  cents,  some  at 
11,  some  at  Hi,  some  at  3£,  some  at  13J;  and  here 
is  the  cost  of  the  same  corn — part  at  $‘l  50  and  part 
at  $2.  The  highest  price  at  which  it  was  sold  was 
17  cents,  and  the  lowest  3]  cents. 

But  this  is  not  the  whole  story.  If  common  fame 
is  to  be  credited,  or  other  authority  in  which  I have 
the  highest  confidence,  there  was  a large  multitude 
of  people  w ho  attended  at  the  place  of  sale,  and  the 
provisions  were  of  a kind  to  command  the  highest 
prices;  but,  just  before  the  sale  commenced,  procla- 
mation was  made  that  nothing  would  be  received 
in  payment  but  gold  and  silver  or  treasury  notes. 
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The  effect  was  astounding;;  the  bidders  had  collect- 
ed, bringing  with  them  Ihe  ordinary  currency  which 
prevailed  in  the  vicinity,  but  they  were  all  thrown 
out  at  once,  and  had  to  stand  by  and  see  the  public 
property  belonging  to  government  sold  to  men  who 
had  public  money  in  their  hands,  and  who  doubtless 
purchased  it  with  public  funds  placed  in  their  custo- 
dy lor  any  purpose  but  this.  I believe  this  is  sus- 
ceptible of  proof;  and  further,  that  these  same  pro- 
visions were  afterwards  sold,  on  private  account,  at 
a large  advance,  for  the  very  money  which  had 
been  refused  at  the  government  auction  sale. 

I am  very  sure  that  my  condemnation  of  such  pro- 
ceedings as  these  cannot  be  more  sincere  or  more 
thorough  than  is  that  of  Ihe  senators  on  ali  sides  of 
the  house  whom  I address;  but  I charge  this  as  an 
instance  ot  gross  mismanagement  and  abuse;  the 
facts  are  not  denied,  and  no  adequate  reply  has  been 
made  to  the  charge.  The  government  lost  nearly 
half  a million  of  dollars  by  this  single  transaction, 
and  it  occurred  under  the  management  of  the  pre- 
sent administration. 

As  to  the  mints,  I confess  I do  not  know  much 
about  them.  I leave  to  my  friend  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Buchanan)  and  my  friend  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Lumpkin)  to  settle  the  dispute  as  to  how 
much  gold  is  likely  to  be  found  in  the  Georgia  mines, 
or  brought  to  the  Dahlonega  mint.  I think  it  seems 
to  be  admitted  that  little,  if  any,  has  been  brought 
there  lately.  Why'  then  do  we  not  shut  up  shop, 
when  there  are  no  customers?  Why  keep  the  mill 
open,  the  wheels  going  round,  and  th e miller  on  pay, 
when  there  is  no  grist  to  grind?  The  gold,  it  seems, 
has  given  out,  or  nearly  so;  new  veins,  it  is  true, 
may  hereafter  be  found.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia seems  to  have  gone  on  in  faith,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  very  heartily  wishes  him 
abundant  showers  of  gold  from  above;  but  my  friend 
from  Georgia  does  not  expect  his  gold,  1 take  it, 
from  above,  but  from  beneath.  Glorious,  indeed, 
will  it  be  for  him  should  golden  streams  spout  out 
from  below  ground,  and  golden  showers  at  the  same 
moment  come  rushing  down  from  above,  and  all  in 
answer  to  the  prayers  of  the  senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. [Loud  laughter.]  But  in  the  mean  while 
you  have  been  keeping  your  mill  ready — your 
wheels  greased — your  officers  well  paid,  so  that, 
however  so  little  gold  flowed  in,  no  small  amount 
was  flowing  out  all  the  while.  Ido  not  say  you 
have  done  this  from  a mere  wish  to  spend  the  mo- 
ney of  the  government;  but  I call  this  mismanage- 
ment, and  I charge  it  as  extravagance  by  which  the 
public  money  has  been  lost;  and  can  the  senator 
deny  it? 

Now  for  another  item.  (I  will  thank  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania  for  that  precious  little  Florida 
document.)  When  I read  this  paper  to  the  senate, 
1 intended  in  what  I said  of  it  to  be  very  cautious 
and  very  modest.  I said  that  I knew  but  little  about 
the  matter,  and  spoke  only  from  the  document  in 
my  hand,  which  appeared,  in  point  of  form,  to  be 
authentic.  I had  beared  there  was  proof  to  shovV 
that  it  was  so.  Now,  I ask,  is  there  no  extrava- 
gance in  such  an  arrangement  as  this?  If  it  was 
wasteful  to  bring  a corps  of  men  all  the  way  from 
Missouri,  they  at  least  were  to  do  some  fighting — 
were  to  perform  some  service;  but  what  can  be  the 
economy  of  employing  and  paying  a body  of  “se- 
dentary militia,” — men  who  were  to  do  nothing, 
but  “sedulously”  to  remain  at  home,  arid  there  “se- 
dulously” attend  to  their  own  private  concerns? 

“ Head  quarters,  Florida  brigade, 
Newnansvitle,  Dec.  4,  1840. 

“The  troops  of  the  sedentary  infantry  service,  of 
which  captain  Broer’s  company  is  an  integral  por- 
tion, shall  not  at  any  time  be  ordered  on  active  duly; 
nor  will  it  ever  occur,  during  their  term  of  service, 
that  they  shall  be  ordered  to  march  a greater  dis- 
tance than  twenty  miles  beyond  the  head  quarters 
of  their  respective  companies.  They  will  be  di- 
rected to  remain  at  their  usual  place  of  abode,  and 
expected  to  engage  sedulously  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
usual  occupations. 

“LEIGH  READ,  brig.  gen.  Florida  brig. 

“Capt.  Broer,  Mandarin.” 

This,  I confess,  is  to  me  something  quite  new  in 
the  military  way;  a little  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
of  tactics;  a quite  modern  and  original  system  of 
military  operations.  I said  that  the  secretary  of  war 
had  been  publicly  charged  in  the  papers  with  rais- 
ing a large  body  of  troops  without  any  shadow  of 
authority  from  congress.  This  was  the  first  order  I 
saw;  and  I did  not  know  whether  it  was  intended 
to  apply  to  federal  troops  or  not.  I thought  it  was  a 
Florida  contrivance  to  get  a little  of  Uncle  Sam’s 
money.  I now  know  the  whole  case,  and  1 call  the 
attention  of  the  senate  to  the  facts. 

A bill  passed  the  senate  providing  for  a corps  of 
1,000  mounted  men,  and  went  to  the  other  house: 
the  house  added  500  more,  but  Ihe  bill  thus  amend- 
ed was  never  reached:  congress  therefore  passed  no 


law  on  the  subject,  and  left  the  executive  to  defend 
the  territory  by  other  means.  Now,  asks  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  was  it  ever  intended  by  congress 
that  the  citizens  of  Florida  should  be  butchered 
with  their  helpless  wives  and  children  by  the  sa- 
vage foe?  Certainly  that  never  was  the  intention 
or  desire  of  any  senator  here:  but  whether  or  not,  if 
we  omitted  to  provide  the  necessary  means  of  de- 
fence, it  was  great  negligence  on  cur  part.  But 
was  the  secretary  authorised  to  assume  that  if  con- 
gress failed  to  do  its  duty  in  the  case,  therefore  the 
executive  was  the  residuary  legatee  of  all  legisla- 
tive powers,  and  was  empowered  to  do  all  that  con- 
gress should  have  done,  but  omitted  to  do?  This  is 
strange  doctrine.  Congresc  had  the  subject  before 
them,  and  failed  to  pass,  or  did  not  pass,  any  law  iri 
regard  to  it:  they  refused  to  raise  the  fifteen  hun- 
dred mounted  men  which  had  been  proposed:  but 
no  sooner  was  this  fact  known,  and  the  session  of 
congress  at  an  end,  than,  in  the  exercise  of  the  new- 
executive  logic,  Ihe  executive,  of  its  own  mere  mo- 
tion and  authority,  proceeded  to  raise  a little  execu- 
tive army!  It  undertook  to  argue  the  question  of 
the  intentions  of  congress,  and  forthwith  to  suppy 
the  want  of  a law  by  a naked  asumption  of  power. 

If  that  is  to  be  the  course  of  this  government, 
why  not  adjourn  congress  at  once,  sine  die,  and  leave 
the  executive  to  infer  what  its  intentions  must  have 
been,  and  what  laws  it  would  have  passed,  and  there- 
upon to  do  the  whole  business  himself?  But  no.  The 
executive  can  gather  no  power  from  our  negligence. 
Our  refusal  to  raise  these  troops  was  a negalive  on 
raising  them.  The  executive  had  no  power  to  em- 
body any  such  corps.  But  the  corps  was  raised, 
and  you  have  got  to  pay  them,  and  here  is  the  order 
of  the  general  which  prescribes  the  service  they 
were  to  perform,  namely,  to  stay  at  home  and  sedu- 
lously to  mind  their  own  business.  The  troops  were 
not  raised  by  Florida,  they  were  paid  as  federal 
troops.  The  secretary  authorised  the  raising  of  one 
thousand  mounted  men  and  five  hundred  infantry; 
true,  he  did  not  succeed  in  getling  all  the  men,  but 
if  he  had  got  the  full  complement  you  must  have 
paid  them.  Now,  I ask,  in  all  candor,  whether  this 
is  no  extravagance,  to  pay  men  for  staying  at  home? 
Troops  are  usually  raised  for  the  purposes  of  war; 
but  these  “sedentary”  forces  were,  it  seems,  pro- 
vided for  the  peaceful  occupations  of  hoeing  corn 
and  feeding  pigs;  and  we  have  heard  great  exulta- 
tion that  the  success  of  their  military  operations  in 
corn  and  bacon  had  a great  effect  in  reducing  the 
price  of  those  articles  to  Uncle  Sam.  Whoever 
heard  before  of  such  an  achievement,  whether  by' 
general  Read,  or  any  other  general?  [a  laugh.] 
What  a triumph,  what  a victory,  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  eatables!  I am  sorry  to  cast  the  slightest 
shade  over  such  glory;  but  is  (here  not  some  little 
doubt  as  to  the  truth  of  the  account?  It  was  after 
July  when  the  corps  was  raised;  what  sort  of  a crop 
of  corn  could  these  men  have  raised  by  their  “se- 
sedulous”  diligence?  They  must  have  raised  more 
thrifty  hogs  than  even  Mr.  Ellsworth,  (of  whose 
fame  in  that  way  we  have  heard  great  accounts),  to 
have  been  able  to  reduce  the  price  of  bacon  I 
doubt  if  it  will  not  be  found  that  these  glorious 
achievements  of  our  federal  troops  against  the  hostile 
Indians  in  reducing  the  price  of  corn  and  hogs  are 
not  somewhat  apocryphal.  They  may  have  been 
very  meritorious  “sedentary”  militia;  they  may 
have  pursued  their  labors  most  “sedulously,”  and 
may  never,  during  the  whole  campaign,  have  march- 
ed a Sabbath  day’s  journey  from  home.  And  has  it 
come  to  this?  The  senator  from  South  Carolinia 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  is  very  much  opposed  to  the  erec- 
tion of  an  agricultural  department ; as  soon  as  such 
a thing  was  proposed,  we  took  the  alarm;  I for  one. 
But  here  the  secretary  of  war,  stepping  strangely 
beyond  his  sphere,  has  established  and  agricultural 
military  colony  in  Florida!  My  friend  says  it  has 
prove  abundantly-  useful  in  reducing  the  price  of 
corn;  if  so,  may  not  the  secretary  establish  similar 
colonies  in  all  the  territories?  Call  them'“sedentary 
militia,”  and  so  at  once  bring  them  under  the  autho- 
rity of  his  department.  But  the  honorable  senator 
says  there  is  no  extravagance  in  all  this.  No?  Is  it 
no  extravagance  to  pay  men  as  soldiers  for  staying 
at  home?  The  gentleman  says  he  is  not  familiar 
with  the  facts  of  the  case;  neither  am  I;  bull  will 
read  to  the  senale  a short  extract  from  a public 
journal  published  in  that  part  of  the  country.  [Here 
Mr.  C.  quoted  from  a paper  published  at  St.  Augus- 
tine.] 

This  looks  as  if  the  pay  of  these  sedentary  heroes 
was  a little  more  than  seven  dollars  a month.  The 
pay  is  here  stated  at  eighteen.  Eighteen  dollars  a 
month,  for  sedulously  remaining  at  home! 

I will  go  no  further.  I say  that  Ihe  charge  of  ex- 
travagance has  not  been  satisfactorily  answered. 
The  senator  threw  us  out  a proud  challenge,  and  I 
have  met  it.  I have  not  rummaged  among  the  do- 
cuments to  find  these  things.  The  mere  bulk  of  a 


president’s  message,  now-a-days,  and  Ihe  mass  of  a 
thousand  pages  of  documents  with  which  it  is  gene- 
rally accompanied,  is  of  itself  enough  to  deter  any' 
human  being  from  going  through  them  for  any  pur- 
pose. I had  almost  rather  pay  double  taxes  than 
read  one  of  them  through.  I do  not  profess  to  be 
familar  with  the  details  of  the  cases  I have  referred 
to.  And,  in  relation  to  the  whole  subject,  I can  say, 
as  the  senator  has  said  “I  did  not  introduce  it.”  I 
never  will  be  the  first  to  introduce  such  topics  here. 
I never  have  been.  We  have  heard  sneer  after 
sneer  from  the  other  side  about  log  cabins  and  coon 
skins,  (not,  1 admit,  from  the  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania), but  from  high  sources  in  this  house — they 
have  degraded  the  symbols  adopted  by  the  people 
to  express  their  own  preferences,  and  have  told  us 
that  that  overwhelming  majority  of  the  nation  which 
has  put  general  Harrison  into  power  are  a mass 
without  principles,  and  have  no  design  but  to  tear 
down  this  capitol,  and  replace  it  by  a log  cabin;  they 
have  attributed  our  votes  to  foreign  influence  and 
actual  bribery;  and  that  is  the  way  in  which  this 
subject  came  to  be  introduced  into  the  present  de- 
bate. I did  not  bring  it  into  the  senate;  I never 
should  have  done  so;  it  is  not  my  temper;  I am  rea- 
dy to  deprecate  the  least  asperity  of  feeling — my 
temper  is  quiet — I had  rather,  at  any  time,  pour  oil 
on  the  turbid  waters  ol  party  contention,  than  to 
augment  the  tempest.  There  never  has  been  a time 
during  all  our  strifes  when  there  were  not  in  the 
ranks  of  my  political  opponents  men  the  dearest  to 
me  by  ties  of  friendship  and  affection.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  the  recent  contest,  and  even  in  the 
hour  of  victory  and  triumph,  I have  felt  the  wish  in 
my  heart  that  it  could  have  been  won  without  in- 
flicting one  pang  on  the  bosom  of  any  man.  For  in 
civil  war  victory  itself  is  scarce  worth  the  tears 
which  it  has  shed.  I wish  I could  have  viewed  the 
great  controversy  through  which  we  have  passed 
without  the  mixture  of  any  personal  consideration 
in  any  way  connected  with  it.  I rejoice,  it  is  true, 
in  the  victory;  1 rejoice  that  the  people  have  reco- 
vered the  control  of  their  own  government;  I rejoice, 
but  not  as  over  those  who  have  been  driven  from 
power;  I rejoice  for  the  country  and  for  the  coun- 
try’s sake  alone. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  I consider  this  a proud  day  for 
the  expiring  administration.  It  is  a spectacle  for 
the  world  to  wonder  at — that,  after  the  expenditure 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars  in  lour 
years,  we  have,  from  the  able  and  intelligent  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  an  enumeration  of  just  lour  items 
of  extravagance!  Did  the  world  ever  behold  a na- 
tion in  which  such  a scene  could  be  exhibited?  Look 
at  the  contrast  it  presents  to  the  corrupt  administra- 
tion of  the  governments  of  Europe.  Behold  the 
abuses  of  the  Van  Buren  administration!  After  ex- 
pending one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  public 
money  in  four  years,  ils  offences  consists  in  this:  It 
transported  three  hundred  troops  from  Missouri  to 
Florida;  it  collected  half  a million’s  worth  of  sup- 
plies, which  were  not  needed  in  consequence  of  Ihe 
disbanding  of  an  army,  it  established  a body  of  iwo 
hundred  and  fifty  stationary  militia  in  Florida,  and 
erected  two  branch  mints  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlone- 
ga. That  is  the  whole  charge.  After  having  had  it 
in  their  power  to  spend  public  money  in  every  part 
of  the  union,  this  is  the  formidable  account  of  its  ex- 
travagance! We  put  forth  this  challenge  in  May 
last — it  was  not  then  met.  At  this  late  hour  the 
challenge  is  taken  up,  and  behold  the  result! 
Here  we  have  the  whole.  The  woiking  of  (he 
system  of  republican  government  is  truly  admi- 
rable; no  administration  can  squander  the  people’s 
money  without  certain  detection;  it  is  impossible; 
they  could  not  if  they  would;  and  they  would  not  if 
they  could.  Its  own  interest  forbids  the  folly,  and 
the  indignant  voice  of  the  public  condemnation  stands 
up  in  terrorem  to  deter  from  the  crime. 

I do  not  impute  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky  in- 
tentional unfairness  in  the  charges  he  has  preferred, 
or  the  argument  he  has  made;  but  he  said  that  the 
effect  of  my  position  would  be,  that  no  president  can 
ever  be  responsible  for  official  extravagance  in  his 
own  person,  or  by  those  under  his  authority.  Hea- 
ven forbid  that  any  such  doctrine  should  be  held  by' 
me;  far,  very  far  from  it.  The  station  of  a chief 
magistrate  of  this  union  is  responsible  in  the  highest 
degree.  It  is  the  highest  station  upon  earth,  and 
its  responsibility  is  proportionate  to  its  dignity.  Not 
only  is  he  responsible  for  his  own  conduct;  but  that 
of  his  subordinates,  if  criminal  or  unwise,  brings  odi- 
um on  his  administration,  for  which,  ultimately,  he 
is,  in  public  opinion,  held  responsible.  I never  have 
denied  the  principle. 

But  on  this  ground  I take  up  the  triumphant  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  a report  which 
cannot  fairly  be  met  or  overturned.  I said  that  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  government,  during  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  administration,  have  been  but  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars.  Has  any  complaint  been  ad- 
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vanced  against  them?  And  how  is  the  executive  to 
blame  for  those  which  have  exceeded  this  amotinl? 
The  senator  says  they  weie  based  on  executive  es- 
timates? Well,  and  what  are  executive  estimates? 
Are  they  not  calculation?  of  what  will  be  the  ex- 
pense of  measures  provided  for  by  law’  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  executive  to  go  through  the  statutes;  to 
discover  what  the  law  has  enjoined  to  be  done,  arid 
to  estimate  the  expense  of  doing  it.  He  is  guided 
by  the  existing  laws;  and  while  he  keeps  himself 
within  these  limits,  he  incurs  no  responsibility  what- 
ever— he  stands  upon  the  law  of  the  land.  He  is 
but  the  executive  officer, and,  through  his  secretary, 
he  states  to  congress  the  sums  which  will  be  requir- 
ed to  carry  those  laws  into  effect.  It  is  an  establish- 
ed principle  that  no  appropriation  bill  repeals  an 
existing  law;  and  how  is  the  president  responsible 
tor  estimating  the  expense  of  doing  that  which  the 
legislature  has  commanded  to  be  done?  There  is  a 
class  of  cases  in  which  the  executive  is  justly  re- 
sponsible; it  is  where  he  makes  unwise  recommen- 
dations as  to  how  money  shall  be  expended.  And 
he  is  responsible  tor  the  expenses  which  his  party 
advocated  and  carry  in  the  legislature.  Here  he 
shares  the  responsibility  with  congress,  on  whom, 
ultimately,  the  great  burden  of  the  responsibilities  of 
government  must  lie. 

There  is  one  other  class  of  cases  where  the  pre- 
sident is  peculiarly  answerable;  and  that  is,  when 
sums  are  appropriated  in  gross  toward  a given  ob- 
ject, and  it  is  impossible  to  designate  the  exact 
amount  of  money  to  be  used.  Here  he  is  responsi- 
ble lor  having  the  object  effected  in  the  cheapest 
manner  possible,  consistent  with  its  being  properly 
and  well  done.  I fully  admit  the  president’s  re- 
sponsibility in  all  cases  of  this  kind;  and,  with  that 
admission,  I have  taken  up  the  book  giving  a de- 
tailed account  of  the  expenditure  of  130  millions, 
presented  it  with  all  its  details,  and  have  challenged 
gentlemen  to  point  to  a single  item  which  the  coun- 
try could  safely  have  dispensed  with.  The  senator 
said  he  did  not  complain  of  the  objects  of  expendi- 
ture. No;  he  did  not;  and  he  could  not.  There  is 
not  one  ol  them,  from  first  to  last,  which  could  have 
been  avoided  with  a due  regard  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  All  expenses  have  been  cur- 
tailed which  could  be  curtailed. 

And  now  I have  but  a word  to  say  as  to  the  four 
items  of  the  senator’s  bill  of  indictment.  I shall 
not  attempt  to  follow  that  honorable  gentleman  in 
his  fine  displays  of  wit.  If  I had  the  power  to  do 
so,  this  is  not  a fitting  occasion.  The  government 
brought  300  men  from  Missouri,  instead  of  taking 
them  from  Georgia  or  Alabama!  Why,  the  secre- 
tary of  war  may  possibly  have  judged  unwisely; 
but  if  he  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  hun- 
ters and  trappers  of  western  Missouri  were  more 
experienced  in  Indian  warfare,  and  therefore  fitter 
for  the  Florida  service,  is  that  a serious  charge 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration?  Is  it  to 
be  condemned  on  account  of  the  difference  of  ex- 
pense in  the  transportation  of  the  men?  Unfortu- 
nately, the  horses  were  lost  in  a storm.  Was  it 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  fault  that  the  winds  blew?  The 
whole  measure  may  have  been  an  error  in  judg- 
ment; but  what  higher  compliment  could  been  have 
paid  to  the  government  than  the  selection  of  such  a 
charge  against  it? 

As  to  the  provisions  in  the  Creek  country,  we  all 
know  that  at  that  time  there  was  not  only  danger  of 
a war,  but  that  an  actual  state  of  incipient  war  had 
commenced.  I believe,  though  I am  not  sure,  that 
blood  had  been  shed.  The  whole  southern  country 
was  in  commotion;  the  people  were  terrified,  dread- 
inn-  the  horrors  of  a savage  outbreak.  Was  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  administration,  in  such  a state  of 
things,  to  collect  troops?  And,  if  they  collected 
troops,  must  they  not  collect  provisions  to  feed 
them?  I will  ask  my  friend  to  say  whether,  if  the 
department  had  embodied  a large  mass  of  armed 
men,  and  had  neglected  to  provide  a depot  of  pro- 
visions for  their  sustenance,  the  administration 
ini^ht  not  havejtistly  been  attacked  on  the  score  of 
improvidence?  It  would  have  been  a crime  against 
the  people  of  the  states  where  the  Indians  were  si- 
tuated. It  became  absolutely,  indispensably,  and 
immediately  necessary  to  collect  provisions.  And 
now,  if,  by  the  overruling  care  of  a wise  and  indul- 
gent’Providence,  we  were  saved  from  the  occur- 
rence of  another  Indian  war  in  addition  to  that  in 
Florida,  who  is  to  blame?  I think  that,  instead  of 
quarrelling  wdth  the  government  for  providing  food 
for  the  army,  we  should  rather  be  thankful  that  the 
horrors  of  a savage  war  were  avoided,  and  the  pro- 
visions no  longer  rendered  necessary.  I shrink 
from  no  responsibility  on  this  point.  General  Scott 
faithfully  performed  his  duty.  I never  will  attempt 
to  shuffle  otf  the  government’s  responsibility  upon 

him.  . , , 

But,  the  Indians  having  been  removed,  what  or- 
der could  have  been  given  respecting  these  provi- 


sions but  that  they  should  be  sold?  Ifit  be  true 
that  the  sale  was  an  unfair  one;  if  the  agents  of  go- 
vernment a!  one  time  said  that  nothing  should  be 
received  in  payment  but  gold  and  silver,  and  then, 
when  they  had  got  the  provisions  in  their  own  pos- 
session, took  other  funds  in  payment,  every  man 
concerned  in  the  transaction  ought  at  once  to  be 
dismissed  the  service.  I have  heard  it  said  that  the 
provisions  were  partially  damaged;  and  I hope,  for 
the  honor  of  those  concerned,  that  it  was  true,  I 
know  it  to  be  a fact  that  John  Ross,  the  Indian 
chief,  who  undertook  to  remove  his  tribe,  would 
not  take  the  provisions  at  any  price,  though  they 
were  just  such  as  he  would  shortly  need.  If  any 
officer  of  the  United  States  conducted  himself  as 
has  been  charged  by  the  senator  fiom  Kentucky,  let 
tiim  be  instantly  dismissed.  I admit  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  in  a degree  responsible  for  the  loss  which 
accrued  to  the  treasury  from  this  transaction;  but  1 
say  again,  happy  is  the  administration  against  which 
no  heavier  accusation  can  be  proven. 

And  now,  as  to  the  Florida  war,  and  the  pay  of 
the  militia  there.  When  congress  had  closed  its 
session,  and  omitted  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  territory,  what  was  the  consequence?  Did  it 
not  devolve  on  the  executive,  under  the  law,  to  call 
out  the  militia  to  defend  it?  If  a militia  force  was 
needed,  was  the  secretary  prohibited  from  calling  it 
out?  No;  the  reverse  is  true.  It  was  his  duty;  the 
state  of  things  rendered  it  necessary.  He  was  jus- 
tified in  doing  so.  Congress  had  authorised  him  to 
do  so  by  law,  and  it  did  not  repeal  the  law. 

[Mr.  Crittenden.  Were  not  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  United  States?] 

I take  it  for  granted  they  were  not.  I believe 
that  they  were  militia  officers,  appointed  by  the 
authorities  of  Florida.  What  else  could  the  secre- 
tary have  done?  What  would  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky himself  have  done?  Would  he  have  folded 
his  arms,  and  left  Florida  bleeding?  Would  he  have 
said,  “I  know  that  the  women  and  children  of  Flo- 
rida are  exposed  to  the  rifle  and  knife  of  the  savage, 
but  congress  has  refused  me  the  troops  I asked  for; 

I will  not  call  out  the  militia,  I will  leave  the  re- 
tponsibility  on  congress;  Florida  may'  bleed,  but  l 
am  innocent?”  No;  oh,  no;  no;  I know  he  would 
not.  There  is  not  a man  in  America  that  would 
not  have  recoiled  from  such  language.  Yet,  with 
all  the  senator’s  well  known  ingenuity  and  elo- 
quence, what  is  he  driven  to?  He  is  obliged  to  read 
a foolish  paper  to  raise  a laugh.  He  seeks  to  pro- 
duce a sneer  in  the  senate  at  the  thought  of  these 
militia  receiving  pay  at  the  cost  of  Uncle  Sam!  But 
the  senator  is  mistaken  as  to  their  receiving  #18  a 
month.  My  information  is  far  otherwise;  and  hea- 
ven forbid  that  the  time  shall  ever  come  when  sena- 
tors, who  can  at  any  time  make  a searching  call  on 
the  departments  and  get  all  the  details  when  they 
please,  should,  neglecting  to  do  this,  bring  here  into 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  the  poor  little  ma- 
licious slanders  of  a newspaper!  Let  the  honorable 
senator  remember  that  divine  injunction,  “Do  unto 
others  as  ye  would  that  they  should  do  unto  yon.” 
How  would  you  like  it,  should  we,  on  such  autho- 
rity, attack  your  administration?  Prove  us  guilty 
under  our  own  hand.  You  have  the  power  to  call 
for  all  the  papers;  bring  them  out  and  then  prove  us 
guilty,  and  you  wilt  have  effected  something;  but 
do  not  try  us  on  newspaper  evidence.  And,  after 
all,  it  turns  out  that  this  amazing  corps  of  troops 
amounted  to  but  two  hundred  ami  fifty  men.  But 
the  senator  attempts  to  get  one  laugh  against  us  by 
saving  that  these  militia  could  not  have  raised  a 
crop  of  corn  since  the  month  of  July,  and  he  suc- 
ceeds in  raising  a laugh  at  our  expense.  Did  I not 
tell  him  that  this  force  had  been  organized  by  the 
people  of  Florida  while  we  were  sitting  here  de- 
bating on  the  law  to  authorise  it?  The  people  on 
the  spot,  who  are  likely  to  know  something  about 
their  own  situation,  believed  this  measure  to  be  the 
wisest  and  the  best  that  could  be  adopted;  and 
knowing,  as  the  secretary  did,  that  in  the  end  we 
must  pay  for  it,  he  took  upon  him  to  order  it  out 
and  to  pay  the  men;  and  the  beneficial  consequences 
will  be  shown  to  the  senate  if  ever  the  papers  are 
called  for. 

The  administration  is  about  to  expire,  and  these 
are  all  the  items  of  indictment  against  it:  but  no; 
these  are  not  all.  The  mints — the  branch  mints. 
Well;  these  establishments  still  exist;  and  the  pre- 
sident is  to  be  indicted,  I suppose,  because  he  did 
not  abolish  them.  How  could  he?  What  power 
has  he  to  do  it?  How  could  he  repeal  the  law?  How 
could  he  refuse  to  execute  the  law  congress  has  en- 
acted? Had  he  attempted  to  do  this,  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  an  offence  against  the  laws,  and  of  a 
stretch  of  prerogative.  Then  he  might  with  justice 
have  been  condemned  for  an  attempt  to  usurp  legis- 
lative power,  and  he  would,  in  fact,  have  become  a 
tyrant;  for  what  is  tyranny  but  the  union  of  legisla- 


tive and  executive  power?  The  senator  makes  a 
grave  charge,  and  tells  us  about  millstones  and  mil- 
ler’s pay,  and  all  that,  w lnn,  if  the  president  had 
closed  the  doors  of  these  mints,  he  would  have  de- 
served impeachment.  I was  glad  to  find  that  the 
senator  from  North  Carolina  on  my  right  (Mr. 
Mangom)  takes  the  same  view  of  the  inutility  of 
these  establishments  which  I do;  that  is  the  proper 
source  from  which  should  proceed  the  proposition 
to  put  an  end  to  them;  and,  notwithstanding  tfie  fine 
prospect  of  gold  in  Georgia,  I am  leady  to  go  heart 
and  hand  with  him  for  a repeal  of  the  law.  But 
how  the  present  administration  is  chargeable  for  the 
existence  of  these  mints,  which  were  erected  before 
it  came  into  being,  nothing,  I am  sure,  but  the  in- 
genuity of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  can  ever 
show.  He  indeed,  from  the  abundant  fountains  of 
his  own  wit  and  humor,  can  turn  the  most  serious 
matters  into  ridicule.  Let  him  do  so;  he  may  raise 
a laugh  here,  but  he  never  can  blot  from  the  remem- 
brance of  the  American  people  that,  at  the  close  of 
president  Van  Buren’s  administration,  all  that  could 
be  raked  up  against  it  was  these  four  items  of  petty 
accusation. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  The  honorable  senator  still 
persists  in  assuming  that  the  particulars  I happened 
to  recollect  at  the  tune  of  his  challenge  are  all  which 
can  be  adduced  against  the  retiring  administration. 

I never  said  that  these  were  all.  I never  dreamed 
of  such  a thing.  On  the  contrary,  I expressly  told 
him  that  accusations  might  be  brought  forward  in 
multitudes,  and  such  as  could  not  be  answered.  I 
could  give  the  senator  a dozen  now.  But,  as  1 said, 

I have  no  desire  to  attack  the  senator  or  his  friends 
and  I adduced  these  only  because  he  dared  me  to 
put  my  finger  on  a single  item.  I think  I have 
made  good  every  charge;  as  I might  fifty  more  — 
But  of  what  account  are  specifications?  Let  the 
“happy”  administration  which  has  none  hut  these 
charges  against  it  go  before  the  people;  let  them 
hold  up  their  broad  shield  with  their  130  millions  of 
expenditure — and  then  let  them  write  “economy” 
“economy” — “economy” — above  and  beneath,  and 
all  around  it,  and  see  who  then  will  call  for  items. 
At  that  bar  let  them  answer.  Let  them  show  there 
the  great  amount  of  good  they  have  done  with  this 
money.  Let  them  show  the  Indian  nations  they 
have  conquered;  the  territory  they  have  acquired: 
the  noble  works  of  fortification  they  fiave  erected: 
the  increase  of  the  navy  they  have  effected.  The 
people,  the  people,  they  are  the  proper  and  the  only 
ultimate  judges.  Let  them  go  there  and  plead — 
“oh,  this  is  but  a small  matter” — “that  item  is  a 
trifle” — “for  this  there  was  law” — “for  that  the 
president  is  not  responsible.”  Happy,  happy  ad- 
ministration, whose  items  of  offence  are  so  small, 
and  whose  advocates  are  so  great. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  It  is  due  to  the  sentiments  I 
have  always  expressed  here  to  say  that  I agree  with 
the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  that  there  are 
extravagances  ill  the  expenditures  of  this  govern- 
ment which  need  to  be  corrected;  and  I shall  hold 
the  coming  administration  bound  to  correct  them; 
(and  common  report  says  that  the  hunorable  gentle- 
man is  himself  to  be  one  of  that  administration). — 
If  he  and  his  associates  contribute  to  reduce  the 
public  expenditures,  they  will  do  much  to  gain  the 
public  confidence.  Further:  I will  say  that  I hold 
all  parties  responsible  for  the  whole  expenditure: 
gentlemen  in  both  houses  of  congress  and  all  others 
concerned. 

Economy  should  be  made  a party  question;  it  is 
a republican  principle,  and  among  ihe  highest  of 
them.  I mean  to  hold  the  coming  administration 
to  this  principle,  as  well  as  allother  administrations. 
There  are  duties  in  reference  to  this  subject  which 
devolve  upon  the  opposition  also.  If  there  has  been 
blame,  I fear  that  a full  share  of  it  belongs  to  both 
sides.  Large  masses  of  the  expenditure  have  been 
as  much  sanctioned  by  the  opposition  as  by  any 
body.  I hold  it  the  peculiar  duty  of  an  opposition 
to  hold  those  in  power  to  the  obligation  of  econo- 
my. What  has  been  the  cause  of  our  extravagance? 
There  has  been  a cause — a powerful  cause.  There 
have  been  arguments  in  the  senate  in  favor  of  lay- 
ing duties,  not  for  revenue,  but  for  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  putting  money  in  the  treasury  in  the  form  of 
bank  paper — a form  the  most  dangerous  that  can 
possibly  be  conceived,  when  there  were  millions 
and  millions  in  the  treasury  already.  This  money 
has  been  spent  with  an  extravagance  such  as  never 
was  witnessed  in  any  government  under  the  sun.  I 
will  give  due  credit  to  the  late  administration. — 
They  have  done  a great  deal  to  bring  down  this 
habit  of  extravagance.  To  bring  it  down  all  at 
once  is  as  difficult  and  as  dangerous  as  it  would  be 
to  bring  down  the  revenue  all  at  once.  Both  must 
be  done  gradually — slowly.  I trust  in  God  there 
may  coine  an  administration  which  will  do  this. 

Mr.  C.  then  yielded  the  floor  for  a motion  to  ad- 
journ. 
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Antigua.  Nearly  one  quarter  part  of  the  town  ot 
Antigua  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  5th  ult.  including 
the  custom  house.  The  damage  was  estimated  at  about 
§>300,000. 

Capt.  Barclay,  the  celebrated  English  pedestrian, 
came  passenger  in  the  Britannia. 

Burglars  arrested.  The  celebrated  Hawk  Eye,  alias 
Thompson,  the  supposed  leader  of  the  gang  of  robbers 
who  have  been  perpetrating  their  robberies  and  burgla- 
ries in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  within 
some  months  past,  has  been  arrested  in  Montreal,  by 
captain  Cowes,  of  the  Montreal  police,  and  will  be  sent 
to  Boston  for  trial.  Six  others  of  the  gang,  West,  Fish- 
er, Brittain,  Smith  and  Talford,  have  also  been  taken 
into  custody. 

Canal  trade.  The  Cleveland  Herald  of  the  4th  inst. 
says:  “This  morning  the  steamboat  Wiskonsan  arriv- 
ed with  51  packages  of  goods  consigned  to  M.  B.  Scott, 
destined  for  Cincinnati  and  Louisville, the  first  that  have 
been  received  this  season  from  New  York  via  Erie  ca- 
nal. 

Crops.  The  Germantown  Telegraph  says:  “The 
crops  of  wheat  and  rye  in  this  and  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties, never,  we  believe  looked  better  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  than  they  do  at  the  present  time.” 

Cotton  crop.  The  Charleston  Mercury  observes: 
“As  we  anticipated,  we  learn  that  the  raw  and  gusty 
weather,  we  reported  last  week  has  done  serious  injury 
to  the  Sea  Island  crops,  and  replanting  has  become 
very  generally  nece-sary.  On  John’s  Island,  and  near 
this  way,  where  with  a clay  intermixture  the  soil  is  more 
tenacious,  the  injury  has  been  less  and  exposed  points 
alone  require  planting  over,  but  on  the  island  farther 
south,  about  Beaufort  and  between  there  and  Savan- 
nah, where  the  soil  is  very  light,  the  soil  of  entire  fields 
took  wing,  the  young  cotton  was  swept  from  the  ground 
and  there  must  be  replanting  altogether.” 

Liverpool  cotton  market.  April  17.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  week  there  was  an  improved  demand  for 
cotton  from  the  trade,  on  the  prospect  of  the  China  bu- 
siness being  soon  settled,  and  an  advance  of  jd.  per  lb. 
was,  in  many  instances  obtained,  in  the  current  quali- 
ties of  American;  but  during  the  last  few  days  the  de- 
mand has  been  very  limited,  and  the  week  closes  hea- 
vily without  change  from  the  last  weeks  quotations. — 
Sea  Island  is  freely  offered  at  declining  prices. 

The  sales  of  the  week  amount  to  26,260  bales,  includ- 
ing 1.500  American  on  speculation,  and  3,200  Ameri- 
can for  export.  Sales  130  Sea  Island  15a20d.  40  stain- 
ed do.  Hall sd.  7,370  Uplands  6ja7jd.  5,200  Mobile, 
&c.  6ja7jd.  9,850  New  Orleans  6a8|d. 

Damages.  Some  time  last  year  we  published  a letter 
from  Montreal,  announcing  the  elopement  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  wife  of  captain  Harris,  24th  regiment,  with  E. 
D.  David,  esq.  of  Montreal,  barrister,  and  major  in  the 
Montreal  cavalry.  On  the  6th  inst.  the  action  com- 
menced by  capt.  Harris  against  Mr.  David  was  tried  in 
Montreal,  and  resulted  in  a verdict  for  thirty  thousand 
dollars  damages.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week — at  I\:ew  York  152,  of 
which  3 were  with  small  pox;  at  Philadelphia  139,  of 
which  23  by  consumption  and  59  were  under  two  years 
of  age;  at  Baltimoie  31,  of  which  11  were  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  4 free  colored,  1 slave. 

At  Washington,  D.  C.  only  22  deaths  are  reported  to 
the  board  of  health  during  the  month  of  April. 

Dr.  T.  W.  Dyott,  who  has  been  confined  for  about 
two  years  at  Cherry  Hill  prison,  has  been  pardoned  by 
governor  Porter. 

Fanny  Elssler  according  to  the  English  journals  is 
36  years  of  age,  and  has  a son  18  years  old. 

Emigrants.  Letters  from  Amsterdam  and  Havre 
announce  a very  large  emigration  from  the  European 
continent  to  the  United  States  during  the  coining  year. 
A late  Liverpool  paper  says  that  thirty  vessels  arc  in 
the  London  St.  Catherine  docks,  fitting  out  to  convey 
emigrants  to  Sydney,  New  York,  Canada  and  New 
Zealand.  In  Scotland,  too,  there  is  a great  move 
among  the  people.  The  accounts  state  that  some  of 
the  most  respectable  of  the  middle  class  of  farmers  and 
many  manufacturers  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Glasgow,  are  about  to  try  ttieir  fortunes  in  the  United 
States. 

The  number  of  emigrants  that  arrived  at  the  port  of 
New  York  alone,  in  1840,  was  over  sixty  thousand. — 
The  number  for  this  year  thus  far  is  not  equal  to  the 
arrivals  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1840. 

Exchange.  N.  York  on  England  7Ja8;  on  France 
5f.2? ja2Sa.  Domestic  exchange  as  at  last  quotations. 

Fires.  New  York  suffered  by  a fire  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  inst.  which  originated  at  No.  146  Pearl 
street,  and  destroyed  property  in  the  vicinity  to  the 
value  of  $355,000,  of  which  $253,000  was  insured. 

At  Bristol,  on  the  5th  inst.  property  was  destroyed  to 
the  amount  of  $3,000. 

At  Charleston,  S.  C.  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  inst. 
on  Magwood’s  South  wharf,  a three  story  brick 
warehouse,  containing  between  800  and  1 000  bales  of 
cotton,  the  greater  part  of  which  together  wilh  the 
warehouse,  was  destroyed.  The  warehouse  not  insur- 
ed. The  cotton  is  insured. 

At  St.  Louis,  Mo.  on  the  night  of  the  2d  inst.  the 
most  destructive  fire  that  has  ever  occurred  in  that 


place,  originated  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Market 
streets,  in  the  store  kept  by  John  Thorburn,  from 
which  it  extended  in  both  directions,  destroying  a num- 
ber of  buildings  and  a vast  amount  of  goods  in  store, 
and  including  the  sub-tieasury  building.  It  was  not 
ascertained  how  the  fire  originated. 

Flour  at  Boston  $4  87a$5;  New  York  $4  75a$5; 
Philadelphia  $4  44a4  50;  Baltimore  $4  25a4  37.  The 
inspections  of  the  last  week  in  Baltimore  consisted  of 
11,371  bbls.  wheat,  251  of  rye  flour,  77  hhds.  and  80 
bbls.  corn  meal.  At  Richmond  $4  50a5;  Charleston 
$5  37a5  50;  New  Orleans  $4  25. 

Hong  Kong,  the  island  ceded  to  England  by  China 
in  the  late  treaty, is  situated  in  latitude  22  15  N.  and  Ion. 
114  15  E.  and  is  half  the  size  of  Kent  Island,  in  the 
Chesapeake  bay. 

Indiana  election.  The  Cincinnati  Republican  of 
the  £th  instant  says:  We  learn  by  private  letters  that 

the  whigs  have  carried  every  district  in  the  state,  ex- 
cept the  fifth.  In  this,  (Rariden’s)  although  it  is  the 
strongest  whig  district  in  the  state,  and  gave  gen.  Har- 
rison a majority  of 4,622  last  October,  by  a most  mise- 
rable policy  the  whig?  run  three  candidates;  and  at  the 
last  moment  a Van  Buren  candidate  was  started,  and 
succeeded,  as  a plurality  elects  in  this  state.  The  last 
congress  stood  2 whigs,  5 Van  Buren — the  next  one  will 
stand  6 whigs,  1 Van  Buren. 

Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  ex-vice  president,  is  announced 
as  a candidate  to  represent  Scott  county,  Kentucky,  in 
the  state  legislature. 

Letters  by  the  steam  ship  . The  Britannia  brought 
about  11,000  letters  in  her  mail.  Passengers  taking  let- 
ters to  England  are  liable  to  a penalty  ol  £5,  and  whoe- 
ver receives  it  is  liable  to  one  of  £20.  An  English  gen- 
tleman was  recently  fined  £50,  for  his  evasion  ot  the 
post  office  laws.  All  letters  must  be  put  in  the  mail 
bags. 

Mitchell  the  forger.  A letter  received  from  one 
of  the  police  officers,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  the  honor- 
able absquatulator,  dated  Montreal,  May  6,  1841,  states 
that  he  has  “positively  arrested  Mitchell,  has  him  now 
in  custody,  and  is  about  to  start  for  New  York,  with 
him  in  charge.’’ 

A letter  from  Bowyer,  the  New  York  police  officer 
says: 

“ Veni '■ — Vidi. — Vicimus  (a  little  alteration) — l have  at 
length  secured  the  honorable  M.  C.  and  much  pleased 
I am  but  blush  to  say  that  he  is  an  American.  He 
didn’t  attempt  to  use  his  contingent  friends,  but  tried 
hard  to  escape.  I am  much  indebted  to  the  untiring 
vigilance  of  Alexander  Comeau,  captain  of  police, 
and  two  of  his  officers,  for  his  arrest.  He  had  been 
concealed  for  a week  at  Point  au  Tremble,  about  ten 
miles  from  here,  and  on  attempting  to  arrest  him  he 
leaped  from  the  garret  window,  and  made  for  the  river 
St.  Lawrence.  Finding  himself  pursued,  he  plunged 
in  when  one  of  the  officers  told  him  to  stop  or  he  would 
fire.  He  then  took  from  his  bosom  a package  of  mo- 
ney, containing  $2,700,  and  said  “there  is  the  last’’ — 
threw  it  out  in  the  stream,  and  said  “fire — I am  now 
ready  to  die.”  At  this  moment  a companion  of  his,  be- 
fore he  could  be  prevented,  shoved  off  a canoe  to  him,  in 
which  he  got,  and  made  for  an  island  in  the  river;  but 
soon  after  he  was  captured,  and  brought.  He  is  now  safe 
under  bolts  and  bars,  awaiting  the  requisition  of  our  go- 
vernor, which  I hope  I will  soon  receive,  as  I am  anx- 
ious to  get  home  with  him.  When  I do,  I will  give  you 
further  particulars. 

I have  been  treated  in  the  kindest  manner  by  the 
attorney  general,  Charlps  R.  Ogden,  who  has  rendered 
me  every  assistance  in  his  power,  I must  stop,  for  I am 
most  gone.’’ 

Money  market.  London,  April  Yith.  The  English 
funds  have  improved  during  the  week;  and  atone  jime 
yesterday  the  quotations  were  § per  cent,  above  those 
of  last  Saturday.  The  market  opened  firmly  this  morn- 
ing, and  consols  for  money  were  done  at  90J;  but  a 
reaction  has  since  occuried,  and  a sale  of  hank  notes 
was  made  during  the  day  at  90.  Again,  however,  the 
market  has  recovered,  and  other  English  funds  have 
improved  in  the  same  degree  as  consols. 

Exchequer  hills  15s.  13s.  premium,  India  bonds  2s. 
premium.  The  new  three  and  a half  percents.  99g  toj. 
Bank  stock  has  been  steady  at  172  to  182;  and  India 
stock  at  255. 

“The  share  market  is  firm,  but  the  transactions  limit- 
ed. Great  Western  15;  Birmingham  69  to  69j,  and 
York  and  North  Midland  30  premium.  Brighton 
shares  are  2j  discount;  Colonial  hank  shares  bring  10 
premium.” 

Notes  of  the  U.  S.  bank  of  Pa.  are  selling  at  15  per 
cent,  discount  in  Philadelphia. 

Newspapers.  In  the  state  of  Michigan,  18  years 
ago,  there  was  but  one  newspaper.  Now  there  are  35, 
i wo  of  which  are  published  daily.  In  1S39  the  num- 
ber of  newspapers  in  the  United  States  was  stated  as 


follows: 

New  England  states,  267 

Middle,  566 

Southern,  294 

Western,  * 423 


M.  M.  Noah,  esq.  late  editor  of  the  N.  York  Star, 
is  appointed  judge  of  the  court  of  sessions,  N.  York, 
and  his  appointment  is  confirmed  by  the  unanimous 
vote_of  the  senate.  Who  would  have  dreamed  of  the 
factious  editor  turning  judge? 


Rain.  Our  readers  are  no  doubt  aware  that  we 
have  had  considerable  rain  this  spring.  The  following 
comparative  statement  of  the  quantity  that  has  fallen 
during  the  months  of  January,  February.  March  and 
April,  for  a few  years  hack,  has  been  handed  lo  us: 
1837,  11,098  inches;  1838.  11  300  do.;  1839,  11,733  do.; 
1840,  14.885  do.;  1841,  22,494  do.  [ Pennsylvanian . 

Steamships.  The  President.  The  anxiety  which 
is  felt  for  the  fate  of  this  ship,  which  left  N.  York  on 
the  11th  March  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of,  in- 
duces us  to  register  the  names  of  the  passengers  on 
board: 

P.  C.  Pfeffel,  of  N.  York;  A.  R.  Warburg.  N.  York; 
lieutenant  F.  Lenox  and  Mr.  Courtney,  British  army; 
Tyrone  Power  and  servant,  England;  C.  A.  D.  Meise- 
gares,  Philadelphia;  S.  Mails,  N.  York:  C.  L.  Cadet, 
Buenos  Ayres;  T.  Palmer,  Baltimore;  Dr.  M.  Torner. 
Cuba:  T.  Blanchor,  Cuba;  John  Fraspr,  N.  York;  A. 
Van  Luhe.jr.  Amsterdam;  A.  L.  Byrne,  London;  — 
Thorndike,  N.  York;  W.  W.  Martin,  England;  E.  B. 
Howell  and  friend,  N.  York;  A.  Livingston,  N.  York; 
rev.  G.  G.  Cookman,  Washington  city;  D.  Deuchar, 
Scotland;  B.  Morris  and  child;  E.  Berry;  J.  C.  Ro- 
berts, N.  York;  J Leo  Wolfe,  wile  and  child;  mas- 
ter Mohring. — Total  27,  and  two  children. 

The  steamer  Clarion,  using  Ericson’s  propellers,  ar- 
rived at  Havana  on  the  23d  ult.  in  eight  days  and  a 
half  from  New  York. 

Cunard’s  line  of  Atlantic  steamers  is  to  have  addi- 
tional vessels,  so  that  one  will  leave  England  every 
week,  and  every  alternate  one  to  touch  at  New  York. 

The  New  York  Commercial  states  the  building:  of  an 
American  line  of  steamships  to  run  between  N.  York 
and  Liverpool  has  been  fully  determined  upon,  and 
that  contracts  for  two  of  them  have  already  been  sign- 
ed, the  models  compleied,  and  the  timber  procured. 
They  are  expected  to  be  finished  in  eighteen  month, 
when  the  keels  of  two  more  will  be  laid  down. 

First  steamboat  arrival  at  Chicago.  The  Great  West- 
ern, capt.  Walker,  arrived  at  Chicago  April  26th. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  shares  sold  at  New  York  on 
the  8rh  inst.  at  17  3-4  a 18;  Indiana  5’s  at  59;  Cincin- 
nati 6’s  at  83;  Vicksburg  bank  C.  & P.  at  5 1-2  Wil- 
mington 6’s  at  88. 

Strawberries.  Charleston,  May  7.  We  were  yes- 
terday presented  with  a small  basket  of  this  delicious 
fruit,  w iich,  for  size,  and  flavor,  we  have  never  seen 
surpassed.  They  were  from  the  garden  of  Jonathan 
Lucas,  esq.  and  their  fine  appearance  and  luscious 
qualities  show  that  a little  care  and  attention  in  culti- 
vation returns  a rich  reward.  [ Courier . 

Tea  trade.  London,  April  12.  The  tea  trade  has 
received  a severe  shock  by  the  intelligence  brought  to 
hand  si  ice  this  day  week  from  China,  and  the  expec- 
tation that  prices  may  yet  go  lower  has  temporarily 
checked  the  consumption  in  the  country.  The  delive- 
ries in  London  last  week  having  fallen  off" to  380,000  lb. 
or  upwards  of  30,000  lb.  less  than  they  were  in  the  pre- 
ceding week,  and  140,0001b.  below  the  quantity  taken 
in  the  first  week  of  March  last.  Privately  there  is 
scarcely  any  business  doing,  even  at  the  decline  in  com- 
pany’s Congou  tolls.  4d.  per  lb.,  but  the  public  sales 
to-morrow  will  probably  establish  some  certain  rates. 

April  13.  The  market  continues  dull,  without  alte- 
ration in  prices. 

April  17.  Tea  sales  have  been  firm  and  promising. 
Company’s  Congou  fetched  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  5jd.  per  lb. 
cash.  The  deliveries  continue  large,  and  it  is  presum- 
ed that  the  present  fall  in  price  will  still  further  aug- 
ment consumption. 

Tobacco.  Notwithstanding  the  large  amount  brought 
to  market,  prices  are  fully  sustained,  and  the  demand 
is  equal  to  the  supply.  The  inspections  of  last  week  in 
Baltimore  consisted  of  1,30S  hhds. — 1,039  Maryland: 
143  Ohio;  52  Kentucky;  20  Virginia  and  4 Tennessee. 

The  St.  Louis  New  Era  states  that  the  export  of  to- 
bacco from  the  state  of  Missouri  this  year  will  amount 
to  9,000  hhds.  which  is  estimated  at  about  $720,000. 

May  weather.  We  have  had  cool  weather  and 
rain  almost  every  day  since  the  month  came  in.  There 
was  a snow  storm  at  Albany  on  Sunday  last.  On  Mon- 
day it  commenced  snowing  at  Boston  at  1 o’clock  and 
continued  through  the  night. 

A letter  dated  Langdon,  N.  II.  May  .3d,  states  that 
snow  fed  the  night  previous  from  6 to  10  inches  deep. 

At  Grafton,  Ransseler  county,  snow  fell  to  the  depth 
of  eighteen  inches  a few  nights  since. 

From  Maine,  a correspondent  of  the  Kennebec  Jour- 
nal, “up  among  the  mountains,”  writes  that  for  five 
months  ihe  only  chance  he  has  had  to  see  the  ground 
was  by  going  down  the  cellar  with  a light. 

At  Quebec,  on  the  5th  inst.  snow  was  yet  lying  so 
deep  that  many  sleighs  continued  to  come  to  market. 

The  Richmond  Whig  says  that  on  Sunda;' last  the 
Blue  Ridge  was  coveted  with  snow.  On  Monday 
morning,  there  was  a heavy  frost,  which,  it  is  appre- 
hended, has  seriously  injured  the  fruit,  if  not  destroyed 
it  entirely. 

The  Charleston  Patriot  of  the  30th  ult.  says — We  are 
now  on  the  eve  of  May  and  the  temperature  is  that  of 
March.  Fires  are  comfortable,  and  the  cold  state  of 
the  earth  and  atmosphere  will,  we  fear,  seriously  retard 
the  growth  of  the  crops. 

Wheat.  There  is  good  reason  saj;s  the  Buffalo 
Commercial  Advertiser  and  Journal,  to  believe  that 
the  export  from  Lake  Erie  of  this  great  western  staple 
will  not  tall  below  ten  millions  ol  bushels  during  the 
present  season. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

Comparative  revenue  of  France  and  Eng- 
land. A late  number  of  the  Paris  Quotidienne 
contains  the  following  from  official  returns.  The 
sums  are  in  francs. 

Customs 

Stamps  of  all  kinds 
Excise  in  direct  taxes 
Direct  and  assessed  taxi 
Post  office 
Crown  lands 
Public  instruction 
Various  products 
Loans  and  repayments 
Extraordinary  means 
Woods  and  fisheries 


England. 

France. 

493,853,500 

16S,195,000 

165.897,550 

225,150,200 

314,3S4,300 

230,512,000 

68,661,100 

392,764,907 

11,025,000 

45,188,000 

4,178,500 

4,165,500 

4,942,900 

11,308,000 

29,113,000 

57,255,292 

34,577,632 

Total 


1,118,600,000  1,184,523,365 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  burning  of  ike  Curoline.  The  London  Times 
gives  the  following  statement: 

Henry  Dixon,  a young  man  of  color,  and  a native 
of  Upper  Canada,  came  before  sir  John  Cowan, 
bai  t,  to  ask  his  advice. 

The  applicant  stated  on  a previous  day  that  he 
caine  to  England  from  New  York  inDecemberlast, 
on  board  the  British  Queen,  to  endeavor  to  get  a 
situation  in  this  country,  but  had  been  ever  since 
unsuccessful,  and  in  consequence  of  ill  health  he 
had  been  compelled  to  pawn  his  clothes,  and  had 
spent  all  the  money  he  had  brought  away  with  him, 
whicli  was  nearly  sixty  pounds;  he  therefore  wished 
to  know  how  he  was  to  proceed  to  get  his  clothes,  (o 
work  his  passage  back  to  his  own  country.  He 
further  stated  that  at  the  time  of  the  late  Canadian 
rebellion  he  was  stewaid  on  board  of  one  of  the  pas- 
sage boats  that  plied  between  Buffalo  ami  the  city 
of  Rochester,  near  the  falls  of  Niagara,  ar.d  finding 
the  English  were  in  want  of  troops  he  volunteered 
his  services  under  colonel  Kirby,  and  was  chiefly 
employed  in  giving  information  of  the  movements 
of  McKenzie  and.the  enemies,  through  which  he 
got  iutioduced  to  the  notice  of  captain  Paget.  He 
had  been  formerly  waiter  at  the  Eagle  tavern,  Buf- 
falo, and  had  assisted  in  cutting  out  the  Caroline  at 
Black  Rock;  and  it  wa&chiefly  through  his  informa- 
tion that  the  vessel  was  burnt. 

On  that  occasion  Mr.  Alderman  Lucas  advised 
him  to  get  a certificate  from  the  owners  of  the  Bri- 
tish Queen  of  his  good  conduct,  and  to  call  again. 
He  in  consequence  brought  a written  certificate 
from  the  owners  of  tile  vessel,  stating  that  he  had 
come  over  as  a passenger,  and  had  paid  £ 11  for  his 
passage. 

Sir  John  Cowan  now  asked  him  if  he  knew  any 
one  here  who  could  give  him  a good  character,  as 
lie  thought  it  would  be  dangerous  to  go  back  to 
New  York,  as  he  had  been  in  the  secret  service  oi 
the  British  government,  to  which  he  replied  that  he 
knew  capt.  Paget,  at  Chelsea  hospital,  and  had  just 
been  to  that  gentleman,  who  said  that  if  he  had 
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known  he  was  coming  over  to  this  country  he 
would  haveiengaged  him  as  a servant. 

Sir  John  Cowan:  What  made  you  leave  the  ser- 
vice in  Canada?  Applicant:  When  the  regular 
troops  came,  I was  not  wanted.  My  situation  was 
worth  fifty  dollars  a month  before  1 enlisted. 

Sir  John  Cowan:  Have  you  any  friends  out  there? 
Applicant:  My  father  is  dead,  and  my  mother  like- 
wise. My  father  was  a gunsmith,  and  was  well 
known  about  Buffalo  for  14  years. 

Sir  John  Cowan:  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing 
about  col.  McLeod  being  the  person  that  fired  the 
Caroline?  Applicant:  I did  not  know  any  thing 
about  the  persons  who  fired  her;  I was  one  of  the 
persons  who  cut  her  out  of  the  ice  at  Black  Rock 
harbor. 

Sir  John  Cowan:  Were  any  human  beings  on 

board  when  she  was  fired?  Applicant:  There  were 
eight  persons  on  board.  One  was  Hemmings,  the 
other  captain  Appleby,  a third  was  a black  man 
named  Pony  Johnson,  but  they  all  made  their  es- 
cape, except  a lad,  who  was  killed. 

Sir  John  Cowan:  The  American  government  says 
that  several  American  citizens  were  killed. 

Applicant:  They  said  so,  but  they  could  not  give 
the  name  of  any  one  killed.  When  the  Caroline 
was  boarded,  it  was  an  exceedingly  dark  night,  and 
as  the  hoarders  got  up  on  one  side  the  crew  went 
over  the  other,  except  Johnson  who  was  too  drunk 
to  leave  the  Caroline,  and  he  begged  for  his  life, 
which  was  granted. 

Sir  John  Cowan:  When  were  you  to  go  away? 

Applicant:  I intended  to  go  on  Saturday,  in  the 
Philadelphia. 

The  alderman  then  asked  Mr.  Newman,  the 
clerk,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  give  the 
young  man  a letter  of  introduction  to  some  one  at 
the  colonial  office,  for  if  he  had  served  the  govern- 
ment as  he  stated,  the  distressed  condition  to  which 
he  was  reduced  would,  no  doubt,  be  considered,  of 
which  plan  Mr.  Newman  approved:  but  it  was  de- 
ferred for  Mr.  Alderman  Lucas’s  concurrence.  The 
poor  fellow,  (who  was  very  intelligent  and  polite) 
then  received  a little  relief,  and  was  about  to  leave 
the  office,  to  await  the  result  of  further  investiga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  alderman,  when  colonel  An- 
gelo came  into  the  justice  room,  and  stated  that, 
having  seen  the  reports  in  the  papers,  he  wished  to 
see  Dixon.  The  colonel  then  put  several  questions 
to  the  young  man  about  the  officers  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  to  which  he  seemed  to  give  sa- 
tisfactory answers.  Col.  Angelo  then  had  a private 
interview  with  sir  John  Cowan,  when  the  latter  re- 
entered the  office,  and  stated  to  Dixon  that  the  gal- 
lant colonel  intended  to  see  sir  F.  Head  on  the  sub- 
ject ol  his  application.  [London,  Times. 

England  and  Texas.  The  London  papers  contain 
the  treaty  of  commerce  signed  in  that  capital  on  the 
13th  November  last  between  England  and  Texas. 
It  is  framed  on  the  basis  of  strict  reciprocity,  but 
does  not  apply  to  the  colonies.  The  conditions 
upon  which  Texas  may  trade  with  the  colonies  are 
to  be  regulated  hereafter.  Vessels  wholly  owned 
by  citizens  of  Texas,  and  whereof  the  master  and 
three*fourlhs  ot  the  mariners,  at  least,  are  citizens 
of  the  republic,  are  declared  to  be  Texian  vessels 
within  the  meaning  of  the  treaty,  although  not  built 
in  that  country.  The  treaty  is  to  continue  in  force 
eight  years,  and  further,  until  the  expiration  of  12 
months  after  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
shall  have  notified  to  the  other  an  intention  to  ter- 
minate its  duration.  [ National  Intel. 

FRANCE. 

Steamers.  Steam  communication  in  the  south  of 
France  is  becoming  of  vast  extent.  The  beautiful 
passage  down  the  Saone  from  Chalons  to  Lyons  is 
now  much  resorted  to  by  travellers.  At  Lyons 
there  is  the  “blue”  Rhone,  with  its  picturesque 
mountains  covered  with  vines,  its  ruined  castles  of 
many  a “baron  bold,”  anil  its  antique  towers,  to 
tempt  tourists  from  dusty  diligence  expeditions. — 
Take  Arles  on  the  route,  and  contemplate  its  migh- 
ty ruins,  the  arena,  or  amphitheatre,  second  only  to 
those  of  Nismes  and  Rome.  From  Arles  you  may 
plunge  by  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone  into  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  seven  hours’  “steaming”  under  a 
southern  sky  deposites  you  in  Marseilles.  Take 
five  hours  more  of  coasting,  and  you  go  from  Mar- 
seilles to  Toulon,  avoiding  the  execrable  roads  be- 
tween these  two  ports.  A marine  service  is  rapid- 


ly forming;  steamer  sailors  they  may  be,  but  if  the 
“steam”  be  up,  there  is  material  to  form  crews. 

Expenditures  and  resources.  It  appears  from 
official  statements  submitted  to  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  and  the  facts  elicited  in  debate  there- 
on, that  the  splendid  military  preparations  of 
France,  the  expenses  of  her  African  conquest,  and 
other  costly  schemes  prosecuted  during  the  last 
three  years,  have  burdened  her  with  a heavy  debt. 
The  liabilities  of  the  government  for  the  years  1840, 
’41  and  ’42,  will,  it  is  stated,  exceed  the  revenue  for 
those  years  in  the  sum  ot  nearly  one  Ihousund  mil- 
lions  of  francs. 

The  following  statement  laid  before  the  chamber 
by  M.  Gouin,  ex-minisler  of  finance,  the  correct- 
ness of  which  was  not  impugned  by  the  ministerial 
party,  will  show  the  manner  in  which  this  debt  has 
been  incurred. 

146,009,386f.  deficit  on  the  ordinary  budgets  ot 
1840,  ’41  and  ’42. 

f 228,269,000  extraordinary  civil  pub- 
lic works. 

f 140,000,000r.  fortifi- 
tions  of  Paris. 
582,000, OOOf.  75,000,000f.  fortifi- 

cat’ns  in  other  places . 

75. 000.  000f.  bar’eks 

353,731,000-'  & magazines. 

12, 000, OOOf.  artillery. 

44. 000.  000f.  port  of 
Cherbourg. 

7, 731, OOOf.  other 

v military  works. 

_ 29,000,000  construction  of  steamers. 

35,931,500f.  J 6,931,500  construction  of  steamers 
/ tor  the  Levant. 

C extraordi-  C 15, 800, OOOf.  for  1840. 

84.000.  000f.  < nary  naval  < 38, 200, OOOf.  for  1841. 

( armaments.  ( 30, 000, OOOf.  for  1842. 
r extraordi-  |"  93,900, OOOf.  for  1840. 

“>37  000  OOOf.  < n,a,ry  < 84, 900, OOOf.  for  1841. 

’ ’ 1 military  j 60,000,000f.  for  1842. 

[armaments  [ 

36. 000.  000f.  interest  of  the  new  loan. 

1,120, 940, 88Cf.  grand  total. 

137, 400, OOOf.  to  be  deducted  feg  paid  from  existing 
funds. 


983,540,886f,  to  be  met  by  extraordinary  ways  and 
means. 

The  answer  of  M.  Thiers  to  this  Somewhat  ap- 
palling array  of  figures  is  characteristic.  “True,” 
he  says,  “we  have  spent  a milliard  more  than  w^ 
had  to  spend,  but  we  have  spent  it  well;  the  passions 
of  the  country  have  been  gratified;  immense  numbers 
of  Arabs  have  been  slaughtered;  our  capital  will 
soon  be  surrounded  by  ramparts  and  ditches;  and 
we  have  half  a million  of  fine  active  young  men  ta- 
ken  from  their  natural  employment  to  live  at  the 
public  expense  in  the  barracks  we  have  just  built  for 
them.”  J 

T he  results  so  exullingly  pointed  to  as  benefits  by 
M.  1 hiers,  we  hold,  most  of  them,  to  be  positive 
evils;  and  his  speech  confirms  the  opinion  we  have 
long  entertained,  that  M.  Thiers  is  a sagacious  de-> 
magogtie,  without  a particle  of  genuine  patriotism, 
and  that,  like  certain  oilier  demagogues  who  have 
recently  felt  the  force  of  public  opinion  in  this  coun- 
try, he  looks  upon  the  people,  whose  interests  he  af- 
fects to  have  so  deeply  at  heart,  as  the  mere  tools  of 
ambition — puppets  tobe  played  upon  through  their 
passions  and  their  prejudices.  He  will  be  found 
out  at  last,  as  his  brother  demagogues  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlamic  have  been,  and,  like  them,  will  be-i 
come  a mark  for  the  finger  of  scorn. 

Mr.  Gouin  in  the  course  of  the  speech  in  which 
he  submitted  the  financial  statistics  given  above,  ob- 
served, that  his  chief  anxiety  was  directed,  not  to 
the  means  of  stopping  the  gap,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, for  that  must  evidently  be  done  by  a vast 
loan,  and  as  the  money  is  spent  the  less  that  is  said 
about  it  the  better;  but  he  felt  that  it  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  ascertain  whether  reasonable 
expectations  can  be  entertained  of  balancing  the  or- 
dinary revenue  and  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
country  in  future  years,  without  reference  to  any  of 
these  occasional  storms  in  the  commercial  and  poli- 
tical world,  whicli  may  drive  (he  stoutest  vessel  out 
of  its  course.  The  result  is,  in  M.  Gouin’s  opi- 
nion, that  France  is  threatened  with  a regular  annual 
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deficit  of  60  millions,  which  may  amount  to  100 
millions  if  the  system  of  armed  peace  is  to  be  main- 
tained. 

This  is,  however,  scarcely  a fair  supposition; 
since  M.  Gouin  does  not  take  into  account  the  pro- 
bable increase  of  the  revenue.  The  revenue  raised 
by  direct  taxes  in  France  has  increased  during  the 
last  five  years  20  millions  of  francs  per  annum,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a farther  augmenta- 
tion, though  not  in  proportion  to  the  enormous  ratio 
of  increase  in  the  expenditures  during  the  last  two 
years. 

The  government  must  retrench  its  expenses,  and 
the  permanent  interests,  not  the  “passions,”  of  the 
people,  must  be  consulted  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  public  money;  the  “half  million  of  fine  active 
young  men,  taken  from  their  natural  employment  to 
live  at  the  public  expense,”  must  be  restored  to 
agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures;  and  the 
furor  for  military  aggrandisement  which  has  been 
so  artfully  stimulated  by  M.  Thiers  and  his  collea- 
gues, must  be  superseded  by  a wiser,  a calmer,  ar.d 
a more  domestic  spirit,  before  the  income  of  la  belle 
Fiance  can  be  made  to  balance  her  expenditures. 

Common  sense,  and  the  material  interests  of  the 
industrious  and  working  classes,  are  happily  fast 
undermining  in  Europe  the  passion  for  war — that 
most  expensive  of  all  luxuries  for  nations  that  have 
once  come  to  understand  the  value  and  comforts  of 
peace,  and  the  blessings  which  peace  bring.  So- 
vereigns, and  feudal  barons,  who  reap  all  the  ho- 
nors, and  defray  few  of  the  expenses,  of  war,  may 
rejoice  like  magnificent  hunters  in  the  excitements 
and  perils  of  the  bloody  chase  of  man  against  man; 
but  the  masses,  whose  property  is  wasted,  whose 
blood  is  poured  out,  and  who  indeed  are  the  hunt- 
ed, have  now  become  too  enlightened,  and  happily 
too  powerful  to  be  often  or  longer  fooled  into  war 
to  gratify  leaders,  or  win  laurels  for  military  chief- 
tains. 

Even  France,  the  most  military  nation  in  Europe, 
begins  to  count  the  Gost  of  indulging  in  its  ancient 
passion,  and  the  following  notice  from  a late  Lou- 
don Spectator,  (17th  April),  of  the  present  state  of 
feeling  in  that  country,  is  gratifying,  both  as  indi- 
cating that  the  peace  of  Europe,  though  much 
threatened,  is  not  soon  likely  to  be  disturbed,  and  as 
proving,  what  these  remarks  'were  designed  to  es- 
tablish, that  war  must  go  out  of  fashion,  and  com- 
mon sense  and  enlightened  self-interest  obtain  the 
ascendency. 

The  expense  of  the  mere  preparation  for  war, 
coupled  with  judicious  moderation  on  the  part  of 

' nresent  government,  appears  to  have  been  mak- 
he  . ,ry  considerable  change  in  the  feeling  of  the 
itife’  a vhcj- . ,'r.  The  fit  of  military  ardor  is  subsid- 
Frewcn  id  ‘j  says  that  France  is  always  under 
iP.g.  ...  0f  som’  Passion>  which  dies  only  to 

the  infiueue^  - fhe  revolution  of  1830, 

give  place  to  another . tli  came  a passion 

it  was  a passion  for  PollUcsju 


tary  passion 


passion 

irks;  aim  imw  — - --  = , n 

of  the  empire  is  revived  all  m ■ P » 


for  public  works;  and  now  that  the  m Jec“^  ml11 


, have  to  be  repurchased 


or  . ... 

dor  of  the  passion  military; 


of  the  passion  military;  and  .even  M-  f ilers, 

foreign  relations,  and  with  » peojilc 
pitch  of  furor  by  the  passion  which 


excited  to  a 
he  had  foment- 


ed. 


for'  which  he 


His  successors  found  the  torrent 
had  opened  the  sluices  too  powerful  to  be  suddenly 
stemmed,  ar.d  they  yielded  lor  a while  to  the  stream 
proceeding  in  the  same  direction  to  which  he  had 
pointed  Having  once  committed  themselves,  per- 
haps almost  unavoidably,  to  that  seeming  adoption 
of  his  policy,  they  were  obliged  for  the  sake  ot  con- 
sistent appearances  to  continue  it  for  a time,  until 
thev  could  gradually  turn  the  stream.  Just  at  the 
turn  M.  Thiers  takes  an  artful  advantage  of  their 
position,  and  asks,  if  you  do  not  mean  to  carry  out 
my  policy,  why  do  you  carry  on  my  expenditure? 
He  knows  well  enough,  that  he  made  it  dangerous 
for  them  to  do  otherwise  in  the  first  instance,  and 
that  it  is  not  yet  time  for  them  to  have  effected  a 
change;  but  no  answer  is  ready  for  him,  and  he  has 
the  advantage  of  cleverly  reducing  them  to  a non- 

^ .Meanwhile,  the  conditional  demand  for  reduced 
establishments  conveyed  in  this  query,  and  still 
more  the  indifference  with  which  M.  Thiers  speaks 
of  the  warlike  policy,  as  a thing  out  of  date— to- 
gether with  the  Freneh  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer's assertion,  faintly  contradicted,  that  France 
cannot  support  an  enormous  outlay  like  England- 
all  evince  a remarkable  alteration  in  the  state  of 
opinion  in  France.  The  daily  sight  of  the  rising 
wall  which  is  to  hem  in  the  Parisians,  and  of  the 
regiments  of  the  workmen  to  be  fed  with  taxes, 


will  perhaps  extinguish  the  remains  of  the  passion 
military,  ft  seems  not  impossible  that  the  next 
passion  to  possess  the  excitable  people  may  be  a 
passion  for  pulling  down  bastioned  walls. 

'Paris , Jlpril  5, 1841. 1 Although  the  news  brought 
by  the  Britannia,  to  the  16th  of  March,  does  not  put 
us  in  possession  of  a single  new  fact  to  alter  the  po- 
sition of  affairs  in  America,  the  English  press,  and 
the  English  brokers,  and  the  English  government, 
even,  have  hastened  to  take  advantage  of  the  want 
of  positive  warlike  intelligence,  to  believe  that  there 
will  be  no  further  trouble  betweenrAmerica  and 
England.  The  altered  tone  of  the  English  press, 
since  the  government  has  found  out  that  there  was 
really  some  fear  of  a war,  and  since  it  has  been  de- 
monstrated that  however  defenceless  we  are,  they 
are  as  little  able  to  attack,  i3  one  of  the  signs  of  the 
times,  which  it  does  well  to  note.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  our  new  government  will  work  assiduously  for 
the  future,  to  revive  our  navy,  and  to  do  justice  to 
our  army.  Let  them  take  warning  by  the  present 
position  of  the  British  navy,  powerful  and  nume- 
rous as  it  is  in  ships,  the  actual  condition  of  it  is  to 
be  laughed  at  and  not  feared.  There  are  good  ships 
in  the  Mediterranean,  but  they  cannot  be  spared; 
their  fleet  in  India  is  too  far  off — small  as  it  is,  to 
be  ofservice.  They  have  been  fighting  with  igno- 
rant people,  unacquainted  with  the  European  mode 
of  warfare,  and  without  either  a military  or  a com- 
mercial marine,  and  they  have  carried  all  before 
them.  But  they  dare  not  go  to  war  single  handed 
against  any  civilized  power,  however  weak  it  may 
be;  and  the  late  flare  up,  to  use  a common  term, 
has  opened  their  own  eyes  to  the  fact.  They  did 
not  fear  France  during  the  negotiation  of  last  sum- 
mer, because  they  were  backed  by  all  the  other 
European  powers.  But  when  it  came  to  be  a ques- 
tion between  America  and  England — when  if  war 
takes  place,  the  latter  must  fight  single  handed 
against  one  nation  as  enlightened  as  herself,  with 
the  almost  certainty  that  one,  if  not  two,  other 
powers,  would  eventually  be  brought  into  it,  she 
began  to  look  at  the  matter  as  serious  and  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  now  England  talks  of  the  folly, 
the  wickedness,  the  impolicy  of  war,  and  hopes — 
yes,  hope  is  the  word  of  the  government'  papers, 
that  America  will  not  be  so  loolish  as  to  declare 
war!!  Now,  the  chicanery  of  this  whole  talk  in 
England,  beatsall  Brother  Jonathan’s  cuteness  com- 
pletely. The  first  threat  of  war  came  from  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  it  came  from  England,  from  the 
members  of  parliament  in  their  places  in  the  house, 
from  the  government  papers,  and  from  the  mouth 
of  every  Englishman  you  met,  either  in  London  or 
Paris.  We  were  threatened  with  utter  annihilation 
the  moment  we  heard  of  Mr.  Fox’s  letter  to  Mr. 

Forsyth.  Mr.  Pickens’  report,  although  it  over- 
shot the  mark  in  some  respects,  opened  their  eyes, 
and  they  saw  that  there  was  some,  and  not  a little 
reason  in  most  of  his  grievances,  if  not  in  all 
of  them.  They  were  alarmed  to  find  that  any  mar. 
existed  who  did  not  fear  England’s  supremacy,  and 
find  that  boasted  supremacy  not  so  very  supreme 
after  all,  they  were  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  do 
what  the  boy'wanted  to  do  when  his  father  was 
about  to  flog  him,  and  exclaimed,  “stop  Dad  let’s 
argue” — they  then  began  to  think  it  was  best  to 
stop  and  argue.  From  that  time  to  this  they  have 
been  glad  to  find  any  inkling  of  peaceable  intelli- 
gence in  the  American  news,  and  to  make  the  most 
of  it,  The  fact  that  the  English  consols  advanced 
on  the  reception  of  the  news  by  the  Britannia, 
which,  as  I said  before  is  no  news  at  all,  giving  us 
no  new  facts,  only  shows  how  easily  the  funds  are 
affected  by  interested  persons,  ar.d  how  much  more 
the  people  of  England  are  led  by  the  newspapers, 
than  we  are  in  America.  Some  of  the  American 
whig  papers,  showing  more  partizan  zeal  against 
Mr.  Pickens  and  his  party  than  patriotism,  have 
commented  on  his  repoit  in  such  a manner  and  at 
such  foolish  length,  as  to  afford  the  ultra  tory  pa- 
pers of  England  ample  opportunity  to  sneer  at  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  A long  article  in  the 
New  York  Express,  written  with  a party  reckless- 
ness altogether  inappropriate  to  the  occasion,  has 
been  extensively  copied  as  the  voice  of  the  organ  of 
the  new  administration,  and  of  the  authorised 
mouth-piece  of  the  great  majority  which  elected 
gen.  Harrison.  Our  papers,  generally,  I am  sorry 
to  say,  too  often  furnish  occasion  to  make  us  appear 
ridiculous  when  made  use  of  as  they  are  by  the  En- 
glish press.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ens’ report,  and  however  inexpedient  the  publication 
of  it  may  have  been.it  contained  sacred  truths 
which  cannot  be  controverted  —and  it  has  had  a good 
effect. 

But  to  go  back  to  our  navy  and  army.  We  must 
prepare  for  war,  for  war  we  shall  have  sooner  or 
later,  and  however  we  may  wish  to  avoid  it,  how- 
ever we  may  try  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  necessity 
lor  it,  that  necessity  will  force  it  upon  us,  and  it  is  1 died  already 


time  to  take  advantage  of  every  delay  to  be  prepar- 
ed for  it.  The  English  government  see  it,  and 
they  will  not  long  be  in  their  present  slate.  The 

Jnrtifications  of  our  coast,  the  increase  ol  our  navy, 
nd  manufacturing  of  the  material  for  war,  such  as 
large  cannon  and  other  arms,  should  not  be  delayed 
any  longer.  It  is  useless  to  talk,  we  must  act,  and 
that  with  promptness  and  energy.  Urge  it  upon  the 
government  as  an  imperious  duty,  and  upon  the 
people  as  the  means  of  present  safety  and  future 
prosperity. 

We  have  no  news  of  importance  since,  my  last, 
if  we  except  the  fact  that  a four-wheel  carriage — 
a perfect  love  of  a thing — has  been  built  for  the 
princess  royal  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  drawn  by  two 
Shetland  ponies,  so  gentle  that  even  a child  may 
drive  them;  and  that  the  queen  of  Naples  has  got  a 
daughter.  [Cor.  Bost.  Cow. 

SPAIN. 

The  position  of  affairs  in  Spain  at  the  present 
moment  is  particularly  interesting.  A newly  elect- 
ed cortes  has  just  assembled,  the  political  character 
of  which  is  yet  to  be  ascertained,  on  whom  devolve 
not  only  the  duties  of  ordinary  legislation,  but  the 
responsibility  of  establishing  a regency,  on  whom 
must  devolve  the  powers  of  the  sovereign  during  the 
minority  of  the  queen.  All  eyes  are  of  course  turned 
to  the  successful  general  of  the  day,  Espartero,  who 
is  dignified  with  the  title  of  duke  de  la  Victoria.  The 
leading  question  which  has  been  agitated  of  late  is 
whether  the  duke  of  Victory,  who  is  at  present  the 
head  of  the  provisional  regency — that  is,  the  presi- 
dent of  a board  of  three  members — shall  be  consti- 
tuted sole  regent,  or  shall  be  elected  one  of  three 
co-reg4ents. 

SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

The  New  Haven  Register  has  received  from  an 
officer  of  the  exploring  expedition  several  numbers 
of  the  Polynesian,  a paper  printed  at  Oahu,  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  A paper  of  the  date  ot  June, 
1840,  contains  an  interesting  account  of  the  loss  of 
a small  vessel,  which  was  on  a trip  to  an  island  about 
a hundred  miles  dislant.  Most  of  those  on  board 
were  natives — several  of  whom  saved  their  lives  by 
swimming  twenty  or  thirty  miles.  The  following 
is  an  extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  calamity.  Mauae,  is  the  name  ol  a na- 
tive missionary,  who  was,  with  his  wile, on  board  of 
the  boat.  [ V.  Y.  Post. 

“You  will  be  afflicted  to  learn  that  friend  Mauae 
is  among  those  who  were  lost.  His  wile  was  saved, 
and  they  both  swam  twenty-five  miles  together  be- 
fore he  died.  What  is  wonderful  beyond  descrip- 
tion is,  that  his  wife  carried  him  when  be  could  no 
longer  swim  himself,  and  carried  him  till  alter  he 
was  dead.  When  she  found  he  could  go  no  further, 
she  bid  him  hold  to  the  hair  of  her  head,  and  so  she 
dragged  him;  but  soon  his  had  slipped,  and  she  tried 
in  vain  lo  rouse  him.  She  told  him  he  must  pray; 
he  commenced  but  could  only  utter  a sentence  or 
two.  She  then  put  his  arms  around  her  neck,  held 
them  with  one  hand  and  swam  with  the  other. — 
When  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  shore,  after 
swimming  twenty-eight  or  thirty  hours,  she  found 
he  was  dead  and  left  him.” 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

From  California.  The  following  are  extracts  from 
a letter  in  the  Boston  Advertiser,  dated  “San  Diego, 
March  2.  In  mine  of  January  13,  I mentioned  a 
report  brought  by  the  brig  Catalina,  concerning  the 
coasting  trade,  since  which,  official  notice  has  been 
received  that  from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  January, 
last  past,  the  coasting  trade  is  prohibited  to  all  lo- 
eio-n  vessels  that  may  arrive  subsequently  to  that 
date;  they  may  enter  their  vessels  at  Monterey, 
(providing  they  have  no  sugar  nor  salt  on  board) 
deposite  their  goods,  and  then  proceed  in  ballast  to 
each  port  once  to  make  their  sales,  and  alterwaid 
transport  the  amount  sold  in  the  same  vessels  undei 
the  Mexican  flag.  . . , ' . 

“Such  I believe  aresome  ol  the  principal  features 
of  the  new  regulations.  Two  vessels  trom  the  Sand- 
wich islands  arrived  at  Monterey,  but  were  not  al- 
lowed to  enter  in  consequence  ol  having  salt  and 
sugar  on  board.  The  brig  Thomas  Perkins  is  now 
here;  she  came  without  tlje  knowledge  or  consent 
of  the  government  to  take  some  hides  which  are 
here  belonging  to  Messrs.  Pierce  & Brewer,  She 
is,  however,  ordered  off  and  sails  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

“The  country  is  in  a deplorable  state,  in  conse- 
quence of  drought.  There  has  been  no  rain  yet 
below  San  Fransisco,  excepting  two  or  three  showers 
a few  days  since,  and  to  add  lo  the  distress,  ie 
country  from  Sonoma  to  San  Diego  has  been  burnt 
over.  The  fire  is  still  raging  in  many  places,  and 


has  destroyed  numbers  of  cattle  and  horses.  There, 
is  neither  grass  nor  water  for  them  except  in  sw*« 
quantities,  and  if  there  is  not  rain  soon,  great  tjiiim- 
bers  must  perish  with  hunger,  ill  fact  some 
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MEXICO. 

The  dates  From  Vera  Cruz  are  to  the  21st  ultimo. 

A Few  cases  oF  yellow  Fever  hail  been  reported 
by  the  authorities  in  Vera  Cruz.  The  small  pox 
was  also  raging  to  a considerable  degree. 

The  Censor  states  that  the  internal  duty  of  15 
per  cent,  recently  laid,  has  entirely  Failed — not  pro- 
ducing 5 per  cent,  on  the  old  duty.  For  the  reason 
that  the  Yucatan  vessels,  loaded  with,  goods  re- 
cognised by  the  tariff,  coast  along  and  smuggle  at 
every  point,  deFeating  the  whole  revenue  project. 
The  smuggling  has  not  been  confined  solely  to  Yu- 
catan vessels,  For  the  American  schooner  Sarah 
Ann,  captain  Bouissou,  has  been  captured  in  the 
illegal  traffic  off  the  bar  of  Zanhuijo,  and  sent  to 
Vera  Cruz  For  trial. 

TEXAS. 

The  national  debt  oF  Texas,  consisling  of  bonds, 
treasury  notes,  &c.  is  $ 7,000,000 . The  amount  of 
one  year’s  taxes  is  estimated  at  $1,000,000;  and  the 
expenses  of  the  government  for  the  same  period 
$500,000,  par  money. 

The  Texian  congress  have  passed  a law,  which 
has  been  approved  by  the  president,  Forbidding  the 
sale  of  any  slaves,  or  indentured  free  negroes  under 
any  process  of  law,  except  it  be  under  a decree  of 
coflrt  for  the  final  settlement  of  a deceased  person’s 
estate  No  creditor  can,  by  any  process,  force  a 
sale  of  the  negroes. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

William  C.  Lord,  collector,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
vice  Lewis  H.  Marsteller. 

Abraham  Inskeep,  appraiser,  New  Orleans,  vice 
Sheldon  S.  Clark. 

Com.  William  M.  Crane,  to  be  a member  of  the 
board  of  navy  commissioners,  (April  29th). 

Postmasters . 

Charles  Martin,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

Caleb  Foote,  at  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

James  H.  Turner,  at  New  London,  Conn. 

John  Wall,  at  Winchester,  Virginia. 

Diplomatic.  The  Washington  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  commercial  writes — “It  is  said 
that  the  hon.  John  M.  Clayton  goes  to  England  as 
minister  plenipotentiary,  and  a finer  specimen  of 
American  statesmanship  cannot  go  there.  He  is  a 
man  of  splendid  attainments,  ami  will  do  honor  to 
our  country  at  that  court.  I have  no  doubt  that 
you  will  find  the  report  confirmed  by  the  official 
annunciation  of  the  fact  very  shortly.” 

Charge  d’affairs  to  Texas.  The  president  has  ap- 
pointed the  Iron.  Joseph  Eve,  of  Kentucky,  charge 
to  the  republic  of  Texas.  This  is  an  important  ap- 
pointment, and  it  has  been  bestowed  upon  a firm 
and  inflexible  patriot — one  who  will  in  all  stations 
and  conditions  maintain  the  honor  of  his  country. 

[ Frankfort  Courier. 

Custom  house  commissioners.  The  two  com- 
missioners will  proceed  with  the  investigation  at 
once.  A room  will  be  prepared  for  them  in  the 
new  custom  house.  [V.  Y.  Express. 

president  Harrison’s  remains. 

In  relation  to  the  resting  place  of  the  remains  of 
the  lamented  president  Harrison,  the  Shelby  (Ky.) 
News  has  the  following  paragraph: 

We  learn  from  col.  Todd,  that  on  his  way  to  his 
residence  in  this  county  last  week,  he,  in  the  per- 
formance ol  a sacred  duty,  called  upon  the  venera- 
ble widow  ol  our  lamented  deceased  president. — 
Whilst  there,  he  was  invited  by  that  lady  to  a con- 
sultation with  herself  and  heronly  remaining  son,  as 
to  the  ultimate  depository  of  the  remains  of  herdis- 
tinguished  and  beloved  husband, — the  great  and 
good  president.  It  was  determined,  at  this  consul- 
tation, to  remove  the  remains  immediately  to  North 
Bend,  to  be  deposited  upon  a beautiful  and  elevated 
natural  mound,  where  the  monument  may  be  seen 
for  several  miles  up  and  down  the  Ohio  river.  * * 
* There,  the  traveller  of  distant  ages,  will  be  re- 
freshed by  a visit  to  the  tomb  of  the  warrior,  who 
was  never  defeated;  of  the  patriot,  who  died  poor; 
and  the  statesman,  who,  from  the  proud  height  of 
president,  “fell,  like  a star  struck  from  its  sphere, 
covered  with  glory  and  renown.” 

PRESIDENT  TYLER  AND  THE  ISRAELITES. 

From  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

To  his  excellency , John  Tyler,  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates: 

Sir:  In  your  recommendation  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  13th  inst.  to  observe  the 
fourteenth  day  of  May  next,  as  a day  of  fasting  and 
prayer;  but  whereas,  in  the  introduction  you  say, 
when  a Christian  people  feel  themselves  to  be  over- 
taken by  a great  public  calamity,  it  becomes  them 
to  humble  themselves  under  the  dispensation  of 


Divine  Providence  to  recognise  his  righteous  go- 
vernment over  the  children  of  men. 

I most  respectfully  request  you  to  inform  us,  if 
the  w ords  a Christian  people  it  becomes  them,  should 
be  construed  as  excluding  those  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  Christian  church,  or  profess  peculiar  Chris- 
tian idea3.  A.  WEGLIN,  president, 

Of  the  Baltimore  Hebrew  congregat  ion,  Bond  si. 

Baltimore,  April  30,  1841. 

To  A.  Weglin,  esq.  president  of  the  Hebrew  congre- 
gation, Bond  street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Washington,  May  1,  1841. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I have 
the  honor  to  state,  that  in  using  the  expression 
“Christian  people”  in  the  first  part  of  my  re- 
commendation, I certainly  never  designed  to  be  ex- 
clusive; so  far  from  it,  that  I esteem  it  equally  in- 
cumbent on  all  to  bend  in  adoration  before  the  com- 
mon Father  of  mankind,  to  ask  his  protection  and 
blessing  and  to  implore  his  guardianship  and  care. 
No  people  have  ever  had  more  cause  to  acknow- 
ledge the  truth  of  this  than  the  people  of  Israel. — 
The  last  paragraph  of  the  recommendation  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  put  yourself  and  all  others  at  ease 
upon  this  subject,  since  by  it  every  sect  and  every 
religious  denomination,  according  to  its  own  forms 
of  worship,  is  requested  to  unite  in  the  religious 
exercises  proposes  for  the  14th  inst.  As  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  United  States,  I am  restrained  by 
the  express  prohibitions  of  the  constitution  from  ail 
interference  with  the  consciences  of  men,  and  Hea- 
ven forbid  that  I should  in  any  manner  usurp  the 
judgment  seat  which  belongs  alone  to  the  Most 
High  God.  Let  us  then  all  unite  in  imploring,  on 
the  day  designated,  benedictions  on  our  common 
country.  I salute  you  as  a fellow  citizen, 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Mr.  Van  Buren.  From  the  Albany  Argus  we 
learn  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  came  up  the  river  on  Sa- 
turday last,  in  the  steam  boat  Albany,  reaching 
Stuyvesant  Landing  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day.— 
He  was  received  by  a large  concourse  of  his  towns- 
men and  citizens  of  the  county,  between  one  and 
two  thousand  with  a cordial  welcome  and  escorted 
to  the  village  of  Kinderhook,  where  he  remains, 
preparatory  to  taking  possession  of  his  residence, 
the  mansion  of  the  late  W.  P.  Van  Ness,  near  that 
village. 

Mr.  Webster,  who  leached  New  York  on  Fri- 
day morning  14th  inst.  from  Boston  on  his  way  to 
Washington,  to-day,  ( 17th),  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Southard  and  other  friends,  paid  a visit,  by  invitation 
of  capt.  Bolton,  to  the  United  States  frigate  Brandy- 
wine, lying  off  the  baltery. 

The  customary  salute  was  fired  on  his  leaving 
the  ship — and  he  was  gratified,  we  do  not  doubt,  by 
the  appearance  of  this  noble  vessel,  which  is,  we 
hear,  in  crack  order. 

Oneidas  going  west.  Five  boat  loads  of  In- 
dians from  Oneida  passed  through  this  city  yester- 
day (May  11)  on  their  way  to  Green  Bay — the 
men  dressed  with  coats  and  hats  like  white  men — 
the  women  in  the  ordinary  costume  of  their  unfor- 
tunate race.  [ Rochester  Bern. 

McLeod  case.  New  York  supreme  court,  May 
17,  1841.  Chiel  justice  Neilson  and  judges  Corwan 
and  Bronson  presiding. 

A large  crowd  was  again  collected  within  and 
outside  the  court  room  this  (Monday)  morning,  be- 
ing the  day  appointed  for  hearing  the  arguments  in 
this  case.  At  half  past  9 Mr.  McLeod,  accompa- 
nied by  the  sheriff  of  Niagara,  entered  the  court  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  recess  of  one  of  the  windows. 
At  10  o’clock  precisely,  their  honors  took  their 
seats,  and  inquired  if  counsel  were  ready  in  the 
criminal  case  set  down  for  that  morning. 

Mr.  Spencer  replied  that  he  was  ready  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoner. 

The  attorney  general  not  having  arrived,  how- 
ever, some  preliminary  business  was  disposed  of, 
and  Mr.  Hale  soon  after  appeared  with  Mr.  Wood 
on  the  part  of  the  people.  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr. 
Bradley,  counsel  for  McLeod,  who  took  his  seat  at 
the  table  by  their  side. 

A discussion  then  took  place,  as  to  which  side 
had  the  right  to  open  the  argument.  The  attorney 
general  contending  that  having  interposed  in  demu- 
rer, the  right  to  commence  was  on  his  side. 

The  court  said,  it  was  not  a vita!  question  who 
should  have  the  last  word,  and  directed  the  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoner  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Bradley  then  read  the  return  of  the  sheriff  to 
the  writ,  stating  that  McLeod  was  in  his  custody 
under  the  order  of  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  in 
March  term,  1841,  under  an  arraignment  on  an  in- 
dictment for  murder,  also  by  virtue  of  a writ  of, 


capias  respondendum  on  the  part  of  the  people  for 
trespass,  and  an  order  for  commitment  for  entering 
upon,  damaging  and  destroying  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline, laying  the  damages  at  $50,000,  and  ordering 
him  to  be  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $7,000. 

A note  from  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Webster,  dated 
March  12,  1841,  was  next  read — it  was  as  follows: 

“Her  majesty’s  government  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  subject  of  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  Alexander  McLeod,  on  a pretended  charge 
of  arson  and  murder,  and  1 am  directed  to  make 
known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that 
the  British  government  entirely  approved  of  the 
course  pursued  by  him.  I am  instructed  to  demand 
formally,  and  in  the  name  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, the  immediate  release  of  Alexander  McLeod, 
for  the  reason  that  the  transaction  was  one  of  a pub- 
lic character,  planned  and  executed  by  persons  du- 
ly authorised  by  the  colonial  government,  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  protecting 
the  property  and  lives  of  her  majesty’s  subjects, 
and,  being  therefore  an  act  of  public  duty,  they  can- 
not be  held  responsible  to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of 
any  foreign  country.” 

The  counsel  also  read  extracts  from  the  publish- 
ed correspondence  between  the  authorities  at  Buf- 
falo and  the  president,  and  that  between  Mr.  Fox 
and  Mr.  Forsyth;  the  object,  as  the  counsel  said, 
being  to  show  that  the  whole  was  a national  affair, 
and  that  the  president  had  considered  it  so,  when 
he  stated  by  Mr.  Forsyth  that  it  was  a proceeding 
which  would  oblige  them  to  make  a demand  for  re- 
paration from  the  British  government. 

Mr.  Wood  then  stated  the  reasons  for  opposing 
the  motion — 

First,  because  the  return  of  the  sheriff  showed 
that  the  prisoner  was  detained  on  an  indictment  for 
murder,  to  which  he  had  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 
the  court  could  not  investigate  such  indictment  or 
plea. 

Secondly,  because  the  matter  set  forth  in  the  al- 
legations did  not  show'  that  his  imprisonment  was 
illegal;  but  referred  merely  to  the  question  of  his 
guilt  or  innocence,  which  was  not  now  before  the 
court. 

Thirdly,  because  the  attack  on  the  steamboat 
Caroline,  a boat  owned  by  a private  citizen,  un- 
connected with  the  insurgents,  and  navigating  the 
waters  in  a lawful  business  for  ought  shown  to  the 
contrary,  under  a license  from  the  United  States, 
W'as  made  while  owned  in  the  state  of  New  York 
and  without  the  jurisdiction  of  Canada. 

Forthly,  because  the  government  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada or  col.  McNab  had  no  authority  to  send  per- 
sons to  commit  the  act  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  consequently  each  individual  was  responsible 
for  his  acts. 

Fifthly,  because  Amos  Durfee  who  was  murder- 
ed, was  a peaceable  citizen  of  the  U.  States,  uncon- 
nected with  the  insurgents,  guilty  of  no  olfence 
against  the  laws  of  this  state  or  the  laws  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  that  it  was  not  necessarily  connected 
with  the  attack  of  the  Caroline,  or  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  her  majesty’s  subjects. 

Some  discussions  then  arose  as  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  court,  and  as  it  appeared  to  take  a different 
course  to  that  he  expected,  he  asked  to  be  indulged 
with  further  time,  to  prepare  for  the  argument,  and 
the  court  postponed  the  further  hearing  until  to- 
morrow morning  10  o’clock.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

COMMERCIAL  relations  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Hume,  member  of  the  British 
parliament,  to  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  this  state,  which 
we  publish  below,  will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers 
as  referring  to  a subject  that  greatly  concerns  the 
United  States  and  the  grain  growing  sections  of  the 
union  especially.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  a power- 
ful effort  will  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  the 
British  parliament  to  change  the  corn  law  system 
in  England,  so  as  to  admit  foreign  wheat  into  the 
United  Kingdom  upon  easy  terms. 

One  strong  inducement  to  this  change  is  drawn 
from  the  apprehension  that  if  Great  Britain  does 
not  alter  her  exclusive  and  illiberal  system  of  pro- 
hibitive duties,  other  nations  will  be  bound  in  self- 
protection  to  retaliate  by  similar  restrictions  upon 
British  productions.  Deprive  the  English  manu- 
facturer of  the  foreign  market  and  his  occupation  is 
gone.  Yet  how  can  England  expect  that  other  na- 
tions will  continue  to  receive  her  manufactures 
while  she  persists  in  excluding  their  commodities 
from  hpr  ports? 

The  relations  of  trade  between  two  countries 
should  always  rest  upon  the  bases  of  mutual  inte- 
rest. The  present  would  probably  be  a favorable 
opportunity  for  contracting  a special  treaty  with 
England  by  which  American  breadstuffs  might  be 
received  there  upon  terms  of  favorable  discrimina- 
tion, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  American  market 
is  one  of  great  importance  to  the  British  manufac- 
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turer.  It  would  be  to  the  interest  of  England  to 
draw  her  surplies  of  flour  from  this  country  rather 
than  from  the  regions  of  the  Baltic,  because  in  the 
latter  case  she  would  have  to  pay  for  them  in  spe- 
cie; here,  payments  could  he  made  in  commodities 
of  her  own  production.  A year  or  two  ago  there 
was,  as  we  ail  recollect,  a heavy  drain  ol  bullion 
and  coin  from  Great  Britain  to  pay  for  Baltic  wheat 
which  the  failure  of  the  English  crops  for  that  sea- 
son compelled  her  to  import.  The  consequences 
of  that  drain  of  the  precious  metals  were  fell  in  this 
country  very  severely — and  the  more  so  because  it 
happened  that  our  own  crops  were  deficient  that 
year,  not  so  much  from  the  badness  of  the  season 
as  on  account  of  the  speculating  mania  which  drew 
away  multitudes  of  our  citizens  from  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil. 

It  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  our  government 
to  take  the  ground  of  countervailing  duties  at  once; 
in  order  that  we  might  then  have  it  in  our  power  to 
make  proper  discriminations  in  favor  of  England 
proportionate  to  the  favors  which  she  might  be  wil- 
ling to  extend  to  us.  The  operation  of  such  duties 
would  be  likely  also  to  go  a good  way  towards  con- 
vincing her  statesmen  of  the  impolicy  of  their  pre- 
sent restrictive  system. 

The  opening  of  the  British  market  to  American 
breadstulfs  would  be  an  event  worthy  of  general 
congratulation.  At  present,  with  the  exception  of 
Brazil  and  the  West  Indies  there  is  scarcely  any  fo- 
reign market  of  importance  open  to  our  flour.  No- 
thing but  a fair  outlet  to  the  productions  of  the  in- 
terior is  wanted  to  make  Baltimore  a city  of  the 
first  magnitude.  The  immense  supplies  from  the 
middle  and  western  states  coming  to  this  port, 
would  render  our  market  exhaustless,  and  a trade 
in  wheat  and  flour  might  be  opened  with  England 
that  would  bring  wealth  and  prosperity  to  all  classes 
of  our  industrious  citizens.  [Balt.  American. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Milton  Hill,  (Md.)  May  7,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I send  you  the  enclosed  which  1 
received  by  last  mail.  As  it  refers  to  matters  of 
general  interest  in  regard  to  our  commercial  rela- 
tions, I see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  general- 
ly known  that  active  efforts  are  being  made  in  Great 
Britain  to  modify  the  duties  and  restrictions  upon 
American  products.  And  as  congress  is  about  to 
meet,  the  subject  of  the  tariff  may  be  taken  into 
consideration,  when  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
of  so  legislating  as  to  make  a proper  discrimination 
in  favor  of  those  countries  w'hich  meet  the  acts  of 
the  American  government  in  a reciprocal  spirit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  JENIFER. 


Messrs.  Gates  § Seaton. 

London,  March  22,  1841 . 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a copy 
of  resolutions  agreed  to  at  a meeting  of  members  of 
the  British  parliament,  and  sanctioned  by  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  that  body. 

The  subject  of  free  trade  and  the  extension  of 
our  commercial  relations  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
by  simplifying  our  tariff,  and  thus  leading  other 
nations,  by  such  an  example,  to  co-operate  with  us 
for  the  attainment  of  so  important  and  so  desirable 
an  object,  has  lately  engaged  much  of  the  public 
allp>ntion  in  this  country;  and  the  general  feeling 
jjjaniijsted  in  favor  of  such  changes  will,  we  con- 
fidently hotre,  soon  induce  the  government  and  le- 
* . *,lre  to  t.?ke  the  proper  steps  for  carrying  out 
-.  . measures  of  commercial  reform. 
ex^,nS1Vfc  ‘ -if  a select  committee  of  the  house  of 

The  i epor  y.  __  ev{dence  given  before  it  on  the 
commons  ™ jn  &he  ,ast  session  of  par. 

subject  o it  F ' . a jpstrumental  in  producing 

Lament,  has  been  chiefly  u.  i J- 

a state  of  public  opinion  favorable  to  a more  litre,  at 
commercial  policy,  by  clearly  proving  that  the  re- 
strictions and  prohibitions  of  the  present  commer- 
cial code  of  the  British  empire,  are,  in  the  highest 
degree,  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests  of  the  na- 
tion Adow  me,  therefore,  as  the  late  chairman  of 
that  committee,  to  forward  to  you  a copy  of  tuat 
report  and  evidence,  and  to  request  the  lavor  of 
your  most  earnest  consideration  lor  it. 

The  liberal  course  recommended  by  the  commit- 
tee will  be  found  applicable  to  the  wants  of  all 
countries;  and,  in  a matter  so  deeply  interesting  to 
the  peace  of  the  world,  and  to  the  prosperity  ol  na- 
tions, I venture  to  hope  for  your  zealous  support  in 
the  conviction  that  the  enlightened  friends  of  free 
trade  may  be  appealed  to  with  peculiar  propriety  at 
the  present  moment;  and  at  a vigorous  and  simulta- 
neous movement  in  the  different  parts  of  the  com- 
mercial and  civilized  world  cannot  fail  to  be  attend- 
ed with  most  important  and  beneficial  results. 

I send  you,  also,  a copy  of  the  last  report  of  the 
Manchester  chamber  of  commerce,  in  which  the 
opinions  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
that  great  commercial  community  are  strongly  and 
favorably  expressed. 


Public  meetings  of  the  merchants  and,inhabitants 
of  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Dundee,  Bol- 
ton, Ashton,  and  many  other  cities  and  towns,  have 
already  been  held,  where  resolutions  have  been 
agreed  to,  warmly  approving  of  the  course  recom- 
mended by  the  select  committee  and  by  the  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  parliament. 

It  will  give  me  much  satisfaction  if  you  will  fa- 
vor me  with  any  suggestions  likely  to  forward  the 
great  object  we  have,  in  view;  and,  on  my  part,  I 
I shall  be  most  happy  to  supply  any  information 
which  you  may  deem  it  desiiable  to  obtain,  and 
which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  afford. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  JOSEPH  HUME. 

To  the  hon.  Daniel  Jenifer. 

The  approaching  session  of  congress. 
Within  three  weeks  from  the  present  date,  the  new 
congress  will  have  assembled  at  the  capitol,  accord- 
ing to  the  proclamation  of  the  late  lamented  presi- 
dent, issued  a few  days  after  he  entered  upon  the 
administration  of  the  government. 

The  near  approach  of  the  session  naturally  sets  us 
to  thinking  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been 
called  together,  and  the  measures  which  are  likely 
to  occupy  its  attention. 

At  peace  with  all  the  world,  possessing  in  profu- 
sion all  the  elements  of  national  and  individual 
prosperity,  this  people  had  yet  been  for  several 
years  suffering  under  circumstances  so  adverse  to 
both,  that  a sense  of  the  pain  at  length  roused  them 
to  a perception  of  the  necessity  of  exerting  their 
own  power  to  relieve  themselves  from  it.  In  a 
case  in  which  the  disease  in  the  body  politic  was 
so  visibly  the  consequence  of  mal-adininistration  of 
the  government,  the  remedy  was  too  obvious  to  be 
missed  or  mistaken.  The  power  of  the  people  was 
applied  accordingly;  and  they  dismissed  from  au- 
thority the  chief  agent  who  had  by  mismanagement 
forfeited  all  claim  to  further  confidence,  and  instal- 
led another  in  his  place. 

This  change  of  one  president  for  another  was 
not  in  itself  the  reform  in  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  desired  and  expected  by  the  people, 
but  it  was  the  means  by  which  the  reform  was  to 
be  brought  about.  It  was  a removal  of  the  original 
cause  of  disease,  the  first  care  of  every  skilful  phy- 
sician. That  great  purpose  has  been  accomplish- 
ed by  the  people.  What  is  next  to  be  done,  the 
devising  and  enacting  of  those  measures  which  are 
necessary  to  restore  to  the  deranged  functions  of 
the  government,  and  thereby  to  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  the  country,  their  natural  and  wonted 
vigor,  is  a duty  which  devolves  upon  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  in  congress. 

It  was  therefore  that  president  Harrison  found 
it  necessary,  within  the  second  week  of  his  official 
term,  to  issue  his  proclamation,  requiring  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  to  meet  in  the  capitol,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  on  Monday  the  31st  day  of 
May,  “in  order  to  receive  such  information  respect- 
ing the  state  of  the  union  as  may  be  given  to  them, 
and  (o  devise  and  adopt  such  measures  as  the  good 
of  the  country  may  seem  to  them,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  wisdom  and  discretion,  to  require.”  The 
reason  assigned  for  this  convocation  of  congress 
is,  “that  sundry  important  and  weighty  matters, 
principally  growing  out  of  the  condition  of  the  re- 
venue and  finances  of  the  country,  appear  to  call 
for  the  consideration  of  congress  at  an  earlier  day 
than  its  next  annual  session.”  • 

Such  are  the  terms  of  the  proclamation  issued  on 
the  17th  day  of  March  by  the  late  president.  His 
lamented  death  has  indeed  devolved  upon  another 
the  duty  of  meeting  the  congress  thus  convoked; 
but  the  motives  of  this  early  summons  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  remain  as  expressed  in  the 
proclamation.  And  an  unrtoubting  confidence  is 
entertained  that  president  Tyler  will. exert  all  his 
just  authority  to  carry  out  the  reform  indicated  by 
tts  popular  vote,  and  ratified  by  h'is  own  declara- 
tions in  his  late  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  extraordinary  occasion,  therefore,  (in  the 
language  of  the  constitution),  upon  which  congress 
has  been  called  together,  is  the  condition  in  which, 
upon  coming  into  office,  the  present  administralion 
found  iherevenue  and  finances  of  the  country.  There 
is  the  seat  of  the  disorder.  It  is  to  these  functions 
of  the  government  that  the  efforts  at  reform  by  con- 
gress, at  the  coming  session,  are  to  be  mainly  di- 
rected. 

■ The  disorder  in  the  revenue  and  finances  consists, 
in  the  first  place,  in  a derangement  of  the  currency, 
commerce  and  exchanges  of  the  country,  produced 
directly  by  the  impolitic  measures  of  the  two  last 
administrations;  and,  secondly,  in  a deficiency  of 
revenue  consequent  upon  that  derangement. 

It  is  not  necessary  now  to  go  into  a review  of 
the  impolitic  measures  of  the  late  administrations 


by  which  this  mischief  has  been  wrought — to  relate 
the  history  of  the  demolition  of  the  old  national 
bank,  begun  by  the  illegal  removal  of  the  public 
deposites;  of  the  effect  of  the  artificial  excitement 
oi  the  public  deposites  confided  to  them  to  inflate 
unnaturally  the  ability  of  the  state  banks;  of  their 
lavish  discounts  to  speculators  in  public  lands,  pub- 
lic stocks,  &c.;  of  the  flood  of  revenue  overrunning 
the  public  chest  from  sales  of  public  lands  thus 
stimulated;  of  the  consequent  necessity  of  dispos- 
ing of  a surplus  of  revenue  by  distribution  of  it 
among  the  states;  of  the  specie  circular  intended  to 
check  the  sales  of  public  lands,  but  having  the  ef- 
fect to  explode  the  state  banks  which  the  govern- 
ment itself  had  induced  unwisely  to  enlarge  their 
discounts;  of  the  thrice-rejected  but  finally  forced- 
down  panacea,  the  sub-treasury,  the  last  in  the 
train  of  disastrous  experiments,  the  fruit  of  igno- 
rance of  civil  affairs  and  an  “iron  nerve”  united  in 
one  president,  and  of  overweening  confidence  and  a 
fatuitous  reliance  on  predestination  in  his  successor. 
Every  reader  is  already  famiiliar  with  the  history 
ofthose  administrations;  the  last  ofwhich,  presump- 
tuously disdaining  to  folljw  the  examples  of  its 
great  predecessors  from  Washington  down  to 
Jackson,  treated  politics  as  a game,  upon  which 
it  staked  the  whole  prosperity  ol  the  country,  trust- 
ing to  the  last  to  its  lucky  star  to  save  it  from  dis- 
grace and  ruin. 

Instead  of  looking  back,  or  disputing  about  the 
merits  of  past  administrations,  it  w ill  be  the  busi- 
ness of  congress  to  look  at  things  as  they  are,  and 
act  accordingly. 

The  evils  under  which  the  country  and  the  go- 
vernment now  labor  are  practical,  and  require  prac- 
tical remedies.  Though  widely  extended,  pervad- 
ing every  occupation  of  life,  and  effecting  every 
class  and  order  of  people,  the  most  sensible  of  these 
evils  (.that  is,  a vitiated  currency)  is  believed  to  be 
within  the  power  of  the  general  government.  Next 
to  this,  the  evil  most  immediately  demanding  the 
attention  of  congress  is  a deficiency  in  the  means 
of  the  treasury  to  carry  on  the  government;  a defi- 
ciency prospective  as  well  as  present.  A third 
evil  is  the  instability  of  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  its  finances;  the  dependence  upon 
expedients  and  makeshifts  to  supply  revenue,  in- 
stead of  regulating  the  supply  by  fore-handed  le- 
gislation, so  that  the  people  may  know  what  to  ex- 
pect to  pay,  and  the  government  may  know  what 
to  expect  to  receive,  and  both  people  and  govern- 
ment be  enabled  to  make  their  calculations  accord- 
ingly. 

This  specification  includes  nearly  all  the  objects 
connected  with  the  revenue  and  finances  which 
will  claim  the  attention  of  congress  at  the  extra 
session. 

The  last  of  these  objects,  though  probably  not  the 
one  for  which  an  extra  session  of  congress  would 
have  been  deemed  advisable,  is  perhaps  the  most 
importantof  the  whole.  Uncertainty  and  instability 
in  Ihe  financial  policy  ofany  government  are  sources 
of  helpless  embarrassment  to  merchants,  manufac- 
turers, planters,  farmers,  artisans  and  capitalists, 
and  hence  to  every  interest  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  to  the  government  itself.  They  should  be  avoided 
and  guarded* against  by  all  the  means  within  the 
power  of  the  national  legislature. 

Among  the  causes  which  disturb  the  public  poli- 
cy is  the  fluctuation  of  the  revenue  springing  from 
the  public  lands  We  have  seen  the  annual  amount 
rise  in  one  year  from  less  than  five  millions  to  near- 
ly fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  in  the  next  year 
to  almost  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars;  and  we 
have  seen  the  revenue  from  the  same  source,  with- 
in two  years  after  reaching  this  maximum  amount, 
come  down  again  to  three  millions  of  dollars.* 
Upon  such  a stream,  capriciously  swelling  from  a 
rill  to  a torrent,  and  dwindling  again  trom  a torrent 
to  a rill,  which  at  one  season  is  hardly  to  be  found 
in  its  rocky  bed,  and  at  another  floods  the  plains 
with  its  abundance;  what  reliance  can  be  placed? 
To  relinquish  this  revenue  to  those  to  whom  the 
national  domain  actually  belongs,  is  a dictate  no 
less,  of  sound  policy,  in  reterence  to  the  effect  of 
such  relinquishment,  than  of  strict  justice,  Ihe  right 
of  the  thing  being  considered.  The  distribution 
among  the  several  states  of  the  proceeds  of  Ihe  sales 
of  the  public  land,  upon  the  principle  of  the  bill 
which  was  passed  by  congress  several  years  ago. 


*The  following  are  the  amounts  received  into  ihe 
reasury  for  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  during 
he  years  stated— extracted  from  the  annual  reports  of 
:he  state  of  the  treasury,  viz: 

In  the  year  1832  2,623,781 

1833  3,967,781 

1834  4,857, 6U0 

1S35  24.757,600 

1836  14,877,173 

1837  6,776,236 

1838  3,081,939 
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and  which  was  arbitrarily  and  contemptuously  pre- 
vented by  president  Jackson  from  becoming  a law, 
will  theretore,  we  trust,  be  the  fundamental  act  of 
the  extra  session — first  of  the  series  of  measures, 
which  is,  we  fondly  hope,  to  make  that  session 
memorable  in  history. 

The  distribution  among  the  states  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  we  have  always  regarded  a3  a 
measure  of  justice  and  sound  policy.  It  is  no  new 
opinion  of  ours.  The  measure  is  also  one  which, 
beyond  the  control  of  parly  discipline,  we  have  seen 
approved,  upon  its  own  positive  merit,  by  almost 
evey  state  in  the  union,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a great 
satisfaction  to  us  to  know  that  this  measure,  which  a 
majority  of  the  stales  and  of  the  people  have  always 
deemed  expedient  as  well  as  just  is  now  recom- 
mended by  the  additional  consideration  that  it  will 
yield  to  the  indebted  state  (whom  general  depres- 
sion of  business  has  involved  in  the  general  embar- 
rassment) the  means,  in  part  at  least,  ot  paying  the 
interest  upon  their  debts  until  they  become  able  to 
pay  the  principal,  and  thus  averting  the  otherwise 
inevitable  bankruptcy  of  some  states — a catastrophe 
little  less  to  be  dreaded  and  deprecated  than  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  union — and  involving  indeed  the 
worst  consequences  which  would  attend  such  a dis- 
aster. Happy  is  it  not  for  the  country  that  relief 
can  thus  be  afforded  to  the  debtor  states  without  a 
violation  of  any  principle,  and  especially  without 
incurring  the  odium  attached  to  the  idea  of  an  as- 
sumption by  the  general  government  of  the  state 
debts!  Fortunate  is  it  not  that,  by  an  act  of  simple 
juslice,  by  paying  over  to  the  states  what  already 
by  rights  belongs  to  them,  it  is  in  the  power  of  con- 
gress do  so  much  for  the  relief  of  the  debtor  states! 
More  fortunate  still,  that  the  debtor  states  can  thus 
be  aided  by  the  general  government,  not  only  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  other  states,  but  to  their  advan- 
tage, by  placing  at  the  disposal  of  those  states  (their 
proportion  of  the  revenue  from  lands)  funds  which 
they  will  be  able  to  employ  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage in  purposes  of  intellectual  and  general  improve- 
ment. 

The  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  will  place  it  in  the  power  of  congress 
to  impart  to  the  financial  policy  of  the  government 
stability,  that  essential  element  of  public  prosperity. 
That  an  augmentation  of  the  annual  revenue  is  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment is  known  to  eveiy  body.  For  several 
years  past  it  has  been  eked  out  by  supplements  ol 
treasury  notes;  but  that  expedient  is  a miserable 
financial  resort  on  any  other  than  casual  temporary 
occasions.  The  amount  of  treasury  notes  at  any 
time  outstanding  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  so 
much  public  debt,  in  the  most  troublesome  form 
which  it  can  assume;  and  the  amount  of  public  debt 
contracted  within  a given  time,  in  whatever  form 
it  exists,  is  but  the  measure  ol  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenue.  What  the  total  amount  of  public  debt 
now  is,  in  the  various  forms  of  outstanding  treasu- 
ry notes,  deferred  payments  to  contractors  and  other 
public  creditors,  stocks  due  to  Indian  tribes,  the 
fourth  instalment  due  to  the  states  under  the  act  of 
1836,  &c.  we  have  not  the  means  of  accurately 
stating;  but  we  may,  without  lear  of  exaggeration, 
set  it  down  at  lorty  millions  of  dollars  of  debt,  all 
contracted  within  the  last  four  years.  The  defi- 
ciency of  the  revenue,  therelore,  for  the  last  four 
years  must  have  been,  on  an  average,  some  ten 
millions  of  dollars  a year.  Allow  what  you  will  lor 
the  falling  off  of  the  imposts  caused  by  the  blight- 
ing influence  ol  the  policy  of  the  government,  still 
the  revenue  which  for  four  successive  years  falls  so 
tar  short  ol  the  wants  of  the  government  cannot  be 
expected  to  improve,  even  under  brighter  auspices, 
to  an  adequate  amount  without  some  enlargement 
of  the  sources  of  supply.  The  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  government  may  indeed  be  reduced  by  a 
more  economical  administration;  Ihe  extraordinary 
expense  ol  the  Florida  war— extraordinary  in  every 
sense — which  has  been  such  a drain  upon  the  trea- 
sury, may  cease  altogether;  all  this  may  happen, 
and  yet  the  aggregate  of  expenditures  of  the  go- 
vernment be  increased  instead  of  being  diminished. 
For  not  a doubt  is  entertained,  we  presume,  in  the 
mind  of  the  present  administration,  that  large  ap- 
propriations of  money  are  necessary  for  extending 
and  strengthening  the  public  defences  by  land  and 
sea,  and  that  no  consideration  of  false  economy 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  purpose.  Such,  we 
know,  was  the  opinion  of  the  late  lamented  presi- 
dent, and  such  we  believe  to  be  the  opinion  of  his 
successor.  “I  shall  shrink  from  no  proper  respon- 
sibility attached  to  my  station,”  said  gen.  Harrison, 
two  days  before  his  last  illness,  to  a friend  with 
whom  he  conversed.  “I  shall  recommend  to  con- 
gress large  appropriations  for  the  public  defences.  If 
they  shall  not  respond  to  my  recommendations,  or 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  provide  the  ways  and 


means  to  carry  them  into  efl'ect,  with  them  will  rest 
the  responsibility,  1 shall  have  done  my  duty.” — 
Believing  that  this  sentiment  of  the  late  president 
reflects  the  true  policy  of  the  government,  and  the 
paramount  duty  of  congress  as  well  as  the  execu- 
tive, we  have  no  idea  of  any  reduction  of  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment. An  augmentation  of  the  revenue  to  some 
extent,  is  therefore  inevitable.  Whether  that  aug- 
mentation is  to  be  secured  by  a resort  to  direct  tax- 
ation and  excises,  or  by  a modification  of  the  duties 
upon  imports,  cannot  be  long,  if  for  a moment,  a 
question  among  the  representatives  of  a people  who 
are  free,  and  who  are  determined  to  remain  so. 

A revision  of  the  duties  upon  imports,  therefore, 
with  a view  to  revenue,  is  one  of  the  main  objects 
which  require  the  attention  of  congress  at  the  extra 
session.  In  modifying  those  duties,  let  no  pretence 
be  given  for  an  anti-tariff  clamor  by  any  attempt  to 
force  or  unduly  favor  particular  arts  or  products  of 
our  own  country  by  high  duties  or  prohibitions. 
Not  that  in  levying  the  revenue  we  would  depart 
from  the  policy,  common  to  all  nations,  and  not  in- 
compatible with  the  most  enlarged  notion  of  free 
trade,  of  a discrimination  in  favor  of  American  in- 
dustry. But  let  a just  arrangement  be  made,  in 
which  the  principle  of  discrimination  in  favor  of 
labor  may  be  sufficiently  adhered  to,  and  yet  a 
large  portion  of  our  imports  left  sufficient!}'  free 
for  all  the  purposes  of  a prosperous  commerce. 

The  third  great  object  which  requires  the  action 
of  congress  at  the  extra  session  is  the  condition  of 
the  currency,  and  the  questions  connected  with  that 
most  urgent  and  engrossing  interest.  The  repeal 
of  the  sub-treasury  act,  that  odious  measure  so  un- 
equivocally condemned  by  the  voice  of  the  people 
and  the  experience  of  the  government,  would  ap- 
pear to  be  a thing  of  course,  about  which  there  can 
hardly  be  a diversity. of  sentiment.  Then  comes 
the  vexed  question,  what  financial  aient  shall  be 
employed,  in  lieu  of  it,  to  receive,  keep,  and  pa}- 
out  the  public  money?  Our  own  opinion  on  that 
subject  has  been  too  often  expressed  not  to  be 
known  to  our  readers.  Believing  that  all  the  diffi- 
culties and  embarrassments  under  which  the  peo- 
ple and  government  have  painfully  labored — includ- 
ing our  degraded  currency,  fluctuating  exchanges, 
and  paralyzed  commerce  and  industry — have  been 
the  necessary  consequence  of  the  unwise  policy  of 
the  two  last  administrations,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  true  preventive  of  these  evils  is  to  be  found 
in  a restoration  of  the  state  of  things  under  which 
the  country  w'as  prosperous  and  happy  before  the 
action  of  the  government  itself  made  them  other- 
wise. In  other  words,  we  believe  in  the  expedien- 
cy, and  indeed  necessity,  of  a national  bank,  to 
discharge  the  double  functions  of  a fiscal  agent  for 
the  government  and  a regulator  of  the  currency 
for  the  people.  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  editors 
of  this  paper,  in  repeating  which  now  and  here 
they  do  not  pretend,  not  being  authorised,  to  repre- 
sent the  views  of  the  executive. 

That  a central  fiscal  agent,  under  whatever  form 
or  modification  of  its  details,  is  necessary  and  pro- 
per, if  not  indispensable,  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  and  the  regulation  of  the  exchanges,  (an 
essential  element  ol  commerce),  we  believe  to  be 
the  conviction  of  nearly  every  intelligent  person 
who  has  had  occasion  to  examine  the  subject  at  all. 
What  torm  that  agent  shall  assume,  what  offices  it 
shall  perform,  by  what  name  it  shall  be  called, 
where  it  shall  be  located,  how  governed,  &o.  con- 
stitute a mass  of  considerations,  out  of  which  pos- 
sibly some  central  agent  might  be  devised,  and  es- 
tablished, free  from  the  objections  of  those  who 
have  conscientious  scruples  against  establishing  a 
bank  eo  nomine,  and  from  the  objections  against 
banks  as  now  organized,  or  at  least  as  now  admi- 
nistered amongst  us. 

If,  owing  to  the  scruples  which  have  heretofore 
prevailed  in  some  of  the  southern  states  against  a 
national  banking  institution,  it  shall  be  found  im- 
practicable to  unite  a majority  of  the  two  houses 
in  favor  of  any  such  institution,  then  let  those  who 
entertain  those  scruples  bring  forward  their  mea- 
sure; and  let  that  measure  be  tried. 

The  adoption  of  any  rational  system,  under 
which  the  public  revenues  can  be  so  managed  as  to 
establish  some  circulating  medium  of  equal  value 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  (which  nothing 
short  of  the  power  of  the  general  government  can 
effect)  will  restore  tranquillity  to  the  public  mind, 
which  is  preferable  to  continued  agitation  under 
any  circumstances.  We  doubt,  however,  whether 
opposition  to  the  establishment  of  a cential  fiscal 
agent  will  not  be  found  to  be  the  sentiment  of  a 
majority  of  the  representives  of  southern  feelings 
and  interests,  whatever  it  may  have  been  hereto- 
fore. There  is  no  school  like  adversity.  More 
than  any  other  portion  of  the  United  Slates  have 
the  people  of  the  southern  states  been  ground  down 


by  the  experiments  instituted  by  their  late  rulers, 
one  after  another,  as  if  to  try  how  many  such  they 
could  bear  and  live.  If,  indeed,  the  signs  of  the 
times  are  to  be  at  all  relied  upon,  great  changes  of 
opinion  have  very  recently  taken  place  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  south;  and  we  should  not  be  very  much 
surprised  if,  from  some  states  hitherto  most  oppos- 
ed to  a national  bank,  we  were  to  have  in  the  pre- 
sent congress  nearly  an  unanimous  expression  of 
sentiment  in  its  favor. 

Of  all  speculations  as  to  what  congress  may  or 
may  not  do  in  reference  to  the  currency,  perhaps, 
after  all,  no  more  can  now  be  set  down  as  certain 
than  that  the  extra  session  will  not  pass  away  with- 
out the  establishment  of  some  fiscal  agency  as  a 
substitute  for  that  which  exists  under  the  familiar 
name  of  the  sub-treasury  system. 

The  measures,  in  fine,  which  may  be  expected 
to  become  the  subject  of  deliberation  in  congress 
at  the  approaching  session,  are, 

1.  The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 

of  public  lands  among  the  several  states. 

2.  A revision  and  augmentation  of  Ihe  duties  on 

imports,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  from 
that  source  a revenue  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  government. 

3.  The  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law. 

4.  The  establishment  of  a fiscal  agent,  central 

or  other,  to  aid  the  government  in  collecting 
and  disbursing  the  revenue  and  equalizing 
the  currency. 

5.  A temporary  loan,  if  necessary  to  supply  the 

immediate  necessities  of  the  treasury. 

These  measures  would  at  once  disperse  the  clouds 
that  have  so  long  overhung  and  yet  obscure  the 
prospect  before  us.  These  measures,  taken  to- 
gether, would,  we  feel  entirely  confident,  suffice 
not  only  to  restore  to  the  country  its  wonted  vigor, 
but  carry  it  forward  with  a firmer  step  than  it  has 
ever  taken. 

We  have  said  nothing  about  the  existing  public 
debt,  which  it  will  be  time  enough  to  provide  for  at 
the  regular  annual  session  of  congress,  when  its 
amount  will  have  been  better  ascertained  than  it 
can  yet  be.  Nor  have  we  taken  into  consideration 
the  question  of  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy, 
which  seems  to  he  within  the  contemplation  of 
some  of  our  friends  as  a measure  to  be  agitated  at 
the  extra  session;  nor  any  other  question  of  a ge- 
neral character.  Because  congress  has  been  called 
together  with  a special  view  to  the  revenue  and 
the  finances;  and  it  seems  to  be  desirable,  under 
every  aspect  of  the  case,  that  the  deliberations  of 
(he  two  houses  of  congress  should  be  limited,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  the  objects  for  which  they  have 
been  convened.  [Nat.  Int. 

Political.  Announcement  of  a candidate  for  the 
next  presidency  and  organization  in  his  favor.  The 
Philadelphia  papers  lurnish  the  following:  The  un- 
dersigned, democratic  citizens,  having  assembled 
for  the  purpose  hereinafter  mentioned,  unanimous- 
ly adopt  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Whereas,  The  name  of  com.  Charles  Stewart,  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  formally  presented  to  the 
American  people,  as  a suitable  candidate  to  be  sup- 
ported for  the  high  office  of  president  of  the  United 
States — therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  will  form  a political  associa- 
tion, the  object  of  which  shall  be  to  use  every  ho- 
norable exertion  to  produce  the  election  of  the  “Old 
Commodore,”  the  hickory  of  the  sea,  for  the  follow- 
lowing  reasons: 

Because,  we  believe  him  to  be  eminently  entit- 
led, by  a long  life  of  devotion  to  the  public  good,  to 
the  highest  reward  in  the  gift  of  a free  nation: 

Because,  at  a time  when  our  gallant  little  navy, 
during  the  first  term  of  the  administration  of  presi- 
dent Madison,  would  have  disbanded,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  timely  interference  of  com.  Stewart, 
and  a few'  kindred  spirits,  who  valiantly  swore  that 
“the  enemy  might  come  as  they  pleased,  but  by 
heaven  they  should  never  come  by  water.” 

Because  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  having  never 
had  a president  or  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  believing  its  claims  to  be  justly  found- 
ed, from  the  fact  of  it  being  one  of  the  Old  Thir- 
teen, lioin  its  vast  resources,  its  immense  popula- 
tion, and  its  steadfast  adherence  to  democratic 
principles  of  the  government,  throughout  the  most 
trying  periods  of  our  nation’s  history. 

Because,  in  selecting  com.  Stewart,  we  select  a 
man  who  is  in  all  respects  a democrat,  one  who 
from  early  boyhood  has  been  ardently  attached  to 
his  country,  one  who  has  done  more  to  maintain 
the  honor  and  interests  of  our  countiy  upon  the 
ocean  wave  than  any  man  now  living,  one  who  com- 
bines all  the  qualifications  of  a hero,  patriot  and 
statesman,  and  one  whom  Pennsylvania  should  de- 
light to  honor. 
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Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare bye-laws  lor  the  government  of  this  associa- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  this  association  shall  be  known 
by  the  style  and  title  of  the  “ Old  Iron  Sides  Club 
of  Soulhwar/c,  No.  1.” 

Resolved,  That  the  democratic  citizens  who  are 
friendly  to  the  cause,  be  requested  to  attend  an  ad- 
journed meeting,  to  be  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
the  13th  inst.  at  the  house  of  H.  P.  Mitchel,  S.  E. 
corner  of  German  and  Fifth  streets,  at  8 o’clock, 
when  an  election  for  officers  will  take  place. 

WM,  ENGLISH,  chairman. 
John  McCoy, 

Thos.  Manderfield,  | 

Francis  Clinton,  ] >vice  presidents. 

Thomas  Daly, 

Step.  B.  Lassalle.  J 

John  W.  Nesbitt,  ) u i 

Wm.  Dickson.  5 secretanes- 

“ Old  Ironsides  Club.” 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  of  the  3d  inst.  there  was 
a large  and  spirited  meeting  of  the  democratic  citi- 
zens favorable  to  the  election  of  commodore  Charles 
Stewart  to  the  next  presidency  held  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  8th  inst.  at  the  head  quarters  of  the 
club,  corner  of  Carpenter  and  Sixth  streets.  The 
large  room  in  which  the  meeting  was  held  was  fill- 
ed to  overflowing.  The  preamble,  constitution  and 
bye-laws  of  the  club  were  read,  unanimously  adopt- 
ed and  signed  by  all  present.  The  following  reso- 
lutions were  then  unanimously  passed,  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  officers,  and  published  in  all  the 
democratic  papers. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  election  of  officers  of  this 
association,  shall  beheld  on  Saturday  the  15th  inst. 
and  that  the  officers  then  elected,  shall  hold  their 
offices  until  others  are  elected  pursuant  to  the  2d 
article  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  up  to  9 o’clock  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, all  persons  who  sign  the  constitution  shall  be 
members,  and  that  the  election  for  officers  shall 
take  place  at  that  hour. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  adjourn  to  meet  at 
the  same  place  on  Saturday  evening  next,  at  half 
past  seven  o’clock,  where  all  democratic  citizens 
of  the  city  and  county,  favorable  to  the  object  of 
the  club,  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  and  enrol 
themselves  among  its  members. 

G.  SMITH,  chairman. 

R.  K.  Scott, 


Robert  P.  Desilver 


■ } 


secretaries. 


Popular  rights  and  popular  will.  The 
absurd  and  impious  doctrine,  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God,  is  thus  disposed  of  by 
professor  Henry  of  the  New  York  university: 

It  is  the  fundamental  maxim  of  all  political  ethics 
that  political  rights  imply  political  obligations:  so 
much  the  more  liberty  a people  enjoy,  and  so  many 
the  more  rights  they  possess,  so  many  the  more  are 
their  duties.  Yet  at  the  present  moment,  notions 
of  popular  rights  appear  to  me  to  have  sprung  up 
and  spread  over  the  country  which  are  false,  absurd 
and  dangerous.  Webavegotthe  habit  of  taking  for 
granted  that  the  people  have  a right  to  do  whatever 
they  please  to  do;  and  that  whatever  they  please  to 
do  is  therefore  right.  Political  right  has  thus  be- 
come separated  from  duty,  and  has  practically  come 
to  mean  nothing  but  mere  popular  will. 

We  are  continually  told  that  the  sovereign  power 
resides  in  the  people.  This  is  in  its  naked  form 
but  a half-truth:  and,  as  has  been  well  said,  a half- 
truth  is  often  the  greatest  ot  lies.  It  is  unquestion- 
ably true  that  the  sovereign  power,  in  a certain 
sense,  resides  in  the  people;  but  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  is  commonly  understood  it  is  a great  and 
pernicious  error.  It  is  God’s  ordinance,  and  the 
necessity  of  man’s  nature,  that  man  should  exist  in 
society.  To  do  this  he  must  exist  as  a state — 
that  is,  a community  in  which  justice  and  social 
order  are  maintained.  Government  is  the  powers 
of  the  state  organized,  embodied,  and  put  in  action; 
and  the  form  of  government  is  the  particular  mode, 
in  which  the  powers  of  the  state  are  embodied  and 
put  in  action. 

Hence  it  is  clear,  that  the  foundation  of  govern- 
ment is  not  in  the  mere,  unlimited  will  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  is  not  in 
mere  natural  right,  but  in  duty.  We  are  too  prone 
in  general  to  forget  the  great  comprehensive  trulh, 
that  rights  and  obligations  ever  go  together.  There 
is  scarcely  such  a thing  in  all  the  empire  of  God, 
as  the  absolute  right  of  doing  what  one  merely 
wills  to  do.  The  only  absolute  right  in  the  uni- 
verse, is  the  right  of  not  being  wronged.  In  politi- 
cal affairs,  neither  the  mere  will  of  a majority,  nor 
even  of  the  whole  people,  can  make  a thing  right, 
or  justify  their  action.  Nothing  can  be  made  right 
by  mere  willing  to  do  it.  Still,  as  a right  which  is 
to  be  dutifully  exercised,  I maintain  the  doctrine 


that  the  sovereignty  is  vested  in  the  people.  And 
in  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  power  residing  in 
them,  the  people  of  this  country  have  organized  our 
form  of  government — and  have  defined  and  distribut- 
ed the  powers  of  the  state.  They  have  done  this 
in  our  constitution.  Practically  therefore  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  the  sovereignty,  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  so  long  as  the  constitution  stands  unre- 
pealed, is  lodged  in  the  constitution.  That  is  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land;  there  it  resides  the  so- 
vereign power  of  the  nation:  and  it  resides  there 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  present  will  of  a mere  nume- 
rical majority.  The  constitution  can  be  changed 
only  under  particular  circumstances,  and  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  states. 

Blue  Book.  The  subjoined  table  has  been  com- 
piled with  all  convenient  accuracy  from  the  Blue 
Book  of  1840,  and  the  returns  of  the  census  of  1840, 
as  they  have  been  prepared  for  printing  at  the  state 
department. 

Though  not  exact,  they  will  probably  be  found 
very  near  the  truth.  There  are  a large  number  of 
officers  and  agents  not  named  in  the  Blue  Book, 
which  are  not  included.  And  there  are  a number 
— probably  hundreds — named  there,  whose  places  of 
nativity  are  not  designated.  These  are  not  includ- 
ed in  the  table. 


The  sum  total  does  not  comprise  the  list  of  post- 
masters in  the  United  States,  nor  are  the  persons 
employed  in  Washington  included. 


STATES. 

j Population. 

Army.  . 

Navy. 

Civil. 

Employed  in  ci 
vil  in  each  state. 

Total. 

No.  employed  in 
\\  ashington. 

Maine 

501,793 

30 

37 

126 

151 

344 

15 

N.  Hamp. 

284,574 

34 

30 

96 

27 

187 

19 

Mass. 

737,699 

112 

111 

285 

247 

755 

25 

Conn. 

310,015 

63 

42 

120 

51 

276 

13 

R.  Island 

103,830 

16 

27 

75 

68 

186 

3 

Vermont 

291,948 

31 

15 

36 

24 

106 

4 

N.  York 

2,428,921 

185 

169 

393 

674 

1,421 

38 

N.  Jersey 

373,306 

32 

64 

125 

40 

261 

20 

Penn. 

1,724,022 

137 

148 

220 

160 

665 

67 

Delaware 

78,085 

11 

17 

22 

22 

72 

6 

Maryland 

469.232 

116 

125 

230 

87 

558 

140 

Virginia 

1,239,797 

197 

188 

205 

69 

659 

90 

S.  Carolina 

594,398 

25 

46 

52 

47 

170 

2 

Miss. 

375,651 

3 

2 

9 

12 

26 

Tenn. 

829,210 

23 

13 

21 

6 

63 

5 

Florida 

54  207 

3 

2 

<( 

61 

66 

it 

Dist.  Col. 

43,712 

45 

41 

150 

236 

88 

JN.  Carolina 

753,110 

38 

32 

53 

"58 

181 

7 

Georgia 

*677,197 

17 

26 

29 

47 

119 

4 

Alabama 

+569,645 

6 

4 

tt 

18 

28 

Louisiana 

351,176 

8 

9 

21 

81 

119 

tt 

Kentucky 

+777,397 

55 

22 

52 

3 

132 

4 

Ohio 

1,519,467 

51 

16 

15 

55 

137 

3 

Indiana 

683,314 

3 

1 

4 

21 

29 

2 

Illinois 

474,404 

5 

2 

4 

23 

34 

It 

Missouri 

381,102 

21 

4 

13 

46 

80 

tt 

Arkansas 

95,642 

it 

«4  • 

3 

22 

25 

it 

Michigan 

211,705 

23 

2 

26 

90 

131 

4 

Wiskons’n 

30,752 

4 

“ 

6 

58 

68 

tt 

Iowa 

43,068 

it 

It 

2 

24 

26 

H 

Ireland 

20 

12 

80 

tt 

112 

26 

England 

(4 

22 

6 

55 

it 

83 

20 

France 

44 

5 

1 

12 

tt 

18 

4 

Germany 

a 

5 

2 

14 

44 

21 

5 

Scotland 

“ 

7 

2 

10 

tt 

19 

3 

Norway 

u 

tt 

tt 

1 

tt 

1 

Spain 

1 

1 

3 

tt 

5 

tt 

Wales 

tt 

tt 

“ 

2 

tt 

2 

tt 

Prussia 

it 

It 

“ 

1 

tt 

1 

It 

Sweden 

tt 

tt 

2 

1 

tt 

3 

it 

Italy 

it 

44 

1 

1 

tt 

2 

It 

Canada 

u 

13 

1 

13 

It 

27 

2 

Sicily 

tt 

1 

tt 

1 

C 4 

Belgium 

it 

“ 

1 

tt 

1 

Greece 

tt 

2 

*« 

tt 

2 

“ 

Cuba 

tt 

4 

5 

it 

tt 

9 

tt 

Switzerl’d 

tt 

3 

tt 

3 

tt 

6 

“ 

17,100,572 

1,366 

1.242 

2,590 

2,292 

7,480 
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HISTORICAL  REMINISCENCES. 

Naval  battles  and  surviving  naval  heroes.  The  re- 
cent decease  of  commodore  Stevens,  has  led  us  to 
ascertain  the  list  of  the  dead  and  living  commanders 
who  shed  so  much  lustre  upon  our  national  flag  in 
the  last  war.  War  was  declared  in  June,  1812. — 
Peace  was  signed  at  Ghent,  December  24, 1814,  and 
proclaimed  by  the  president,  February  18,  1815. 

*Returns  from  nine  counties  wanting,  7 of  which 
contained  in  1830,  55,881. 

tReturns  from  five  counties  not  included.  Four  of 
the  five  counties  contain,  according  to  the  marshal’s 
returns,  85,701. 

tReturns  from  Carter  county  wanting.  The  amount 
of  population  in  7 counties  of  Georgia  in  1830,  and  that 
of  four  counties  of  Alabama,  mention  in  this  note,  are 
included  in  the  surn  total. 


There  were  fifteen  naval  actions  between  British 
and  American  vessels  of  war.  In  eleven  battles, 
fought  by  single  ships,  the  Americans  conquered; 
in  four  only  the  British  triumphed — two  of  which 
were  by  single  ships,  viz:  Chesapeake,  of  47  guns, 
taken  by  the  Shannon,  52;  and  the  Argus,  16  guns, 
taken  by  the  Pelican,  20.  The  other  two  British 
captures  were  two  to  one,  and  four  to  one  against  us. 

During  the  war,  there  were  captured  from  the 
British,  on  the  ocean,  three  frigates  and  fifteen  sloops 
of  war,  and  smaller  ships;  and  on  the  lakes  thirteen, 
several  of  them  frigates  and  sloops.  The  whole 
number  captured  by  the  Americans  were  thirty-one. 
The  British  took  from  us,  and  destroyed  at  navy 
yard,  but  twenty-three  armed  vessels,  viz:  three 
frigates,  (Chesapeake, Presidentand Essex),  twelve 
sloops  and  gun  brigs,  and  eight  schooners. 

Of  the  commanders  who  fought  the  naval  battles, 
there  have  died — 

Decatur,  who  took  the  Macedonian,  Oct  25,  1812. 
Bainbridge,  who  took  the  Java,  Dec.  29,  1812. 
Lawrence,  who  took  the  Peacock,  Feb.  24,  1813. 
Burrows,  who  took  the  Boxer,  _ Sept.  5,  1813. 
Blakely,  who  took  the  Reindeer,  June  28,  1814. 

Also,  the  Avon,  Sept.  7,  1814. 

Perry,  of  the  Lawrence;  Almey,  of  the  Somers; 
Conklin,  of  the  Tigress;  Senati,  of  the  Porcupine; 
and  T.  Holdup  Stevens,  of  the  Trippe,  of  com- 
modore Perry’s  squadron  that  captured  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  of  six  ships  on  Lake  Erie, 

Sept.  10,  1813. 

Macdonough,  of  the  Saratoga,  and  Henley,  of  the 
Eagle,  of  commodore  Macdonough’s  squadron 
that  captured  the  British  squadron  of  four  vessels 
on  Lake  Champlain,  Sept.  11,  1814. 

Allen,  of  the  Argus,  taken  by  the  Pelican, 

Aug.  14,  1813. 

The  surviving  naval  commanders  in  the  last  war, 
who  achieved  victories,  are — 

Isaac  Hull,  who  took  the  Guerriere,  Aug.  20, 1812. 
David  Porter,  who  took  the  Alert,  Aug.  13,  1812, 
and  fought  the  ships  Phoebe  and  Cherub,  at  Val- 
paraiso, March  28,  1814. 

Jacob  Jones,  who  took  the  Frolic,  Oct.  18,  1812. 
Lewis  Warrington,  who  took  the  Epervier, 

April  29,  1814. 

Charles  Stewart,  who  took  the  two  sloops  Levant 
and  Cyane  with  the  Constitution,  Feb.  29,  1815. 
Jesse  D.  Elliot,  who  commanded  the  Niagara  in 
Perry  victory. 

Daniel  Turner,  who  commanded  the  Caledonia. 
Stephen  ChapLin,  who  commanded  the  Scorpion. 
Stephen  Cassin,  of  the  Ticonderoga,  in  Macdo- 
nough’s victory. 

Of  the  surviving  commanders,  all  are  post  cap- 
tains except  commander  Champlain  and  captain 
Porter. 

There  are  many  survivors  still  on  the  list  of  our 
gallant  naval  officers  who  were  distinguished  by 
bravery  and  conduct,  in  the  war,  under  the  com- 
mand of  superiors;  but  the  above  are  all  the  survivors 
of  those  that  had  immediate  commands.  The  ca- 
talogue presents  thirteen  deceased  and  nine  living. 

{Boston  Post. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  rev.  Charles  Henry  Alden,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  been  appointed  a chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  navy. 

Com.  Charles  W.  Morgan;  is  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Brazil  station. 

The  return  home  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron. 
Our  readers  will  doubtless  be  surprised  at  Ihe  sud- 
den return  home  of  the  United  States  squadron  of 
vessels  of  war  from  the  Mediterranean.  So  should 
we  certainly  have  been,  had  we  not  received  infor- 
mation, some  days  ago,  that  advice  had  been  trans- 
mitted by  our  minister  at  London  to  the  comman- 
der of  that  squadron,  of  the  great  excitement  in  Eng- 
land on  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Pickens’  report,  accom- 
panied by  some  indication  that  the  immediate  re- 
turn of  that  squadron  to  the  United  States  was  ad- 
visable, the  station  being  one  which,  in  the  event  of 
a war  with  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  entirely  un- 
safe for  it  to  attempt  to  remain  in. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  our  information  on  the 
subject,  though  unofficial,  was  substantially  correct. 
That  the  circumstance  of  so  precipitate  a return  of 
the  squadron  to  port  at  home,  leaving  the  immense 
commerce  of  the  United  Stales  unprotected  in  the 
Mediterranean,  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  and  is 
besides  calculated  to  spread  an  unnecessary  alarm 
amongst  Americans  abroad,  elsewhere  as  well  as  in 
the  Mediterranean,  cannot  admit  of  a doubt.  We 
are  admonished  by  the  fact  of  such  advice  having 
been  deemed  necessary,  how  much  nearer  we  have 
been  to  the  point  of  actual  hostilities  with  Great 
Britain  than  was  supposed  in  this  country;  for  no- 
thing certainly  but  an  absolute  conviction  of  the 
probability  of  such  a conflict  could  have  induced 
our  minister  at  London  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
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advising  the  return  of  our  ships  of  war  from  that 
sea. 

What  a lesson  ought  not  this  to  be  against  such 
indiscretions  as  the  report  of  Mr.  Pickens,  ill-con- 
sidered and  heedless  as  it  was,  and  unsustained 
eilher  by  the  people  or  the  executive  of  the  United 
States!  What  a warning  against  constituting  com- 
mittees of  such  importance  as  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  out  of  mere  party  men,  having  no 
idea  of  any  policy  but  what  is  suggested  by  party 
feeling!  We' do  not  mean  to  apply  this  observation 
to  Mr.  Pickens  particularly,  but  to  the  party  majo- 
rity of  one  vote  in  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions which  sustained  him  (the  chairman  of  it)  in 
making  such  a report,  not  only  gratuitous  in  itself, 
but,  under  the  circumstances  of  our  pending  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain,  positively  mischievous. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  the  return  of  the 
squadron  under  commodore  Hull  will,  we  presume, 
be  to  expedite  the  departure  of  the  squadron,  un- 
der commodore  Morris,  which  was  understood  to  be 
fitting  out  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  squadron 
now  returned.  [Nat.  Intel. 

The  United  States  ship  Cyane,  William  H.  Lati- 
mer, esq.  commander,  from  the  Mediterranean  by 
the  way  of  the  islands  of  Madeira,  Canaries,  Cape 
de  Verdes,  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  Windward 
West  India  Islands,  last  from  St.  Thomas,  which 
port  she  left  on  the  3d  instant,  was  towed  up  to  the 
navy  yard  at  Norfolk  on  Monday  evening  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Poinsett,  and  exchanged 
salutes  with  the  Pennsylvania,  the  flag  ship  of  com. 
Shubrick 

The  exploring  expedition.  Capt.  Lawrence  of  the 
ship  Champion  arrived  at  Edgartown  from  the 
Pacific  ocean,  reports  the  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise, 
capt.  Ringgold,  at  Tahita,  Jan.  26,  to  sail  on  a 
cruise  the  next  day.  The  Porpoise  had  visited 
many  of  the  Fegee  Islands,  and  several  others  not 
laid  down  in  the  charts;  officers  and  crew  all  well. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says:  The  United  States 
ship  of  the  line  Delaware,  capt.  McCauley,  destin- 
ed for  the  Mediterranean,  dropped  down  on  yester- 
day to  the  anchorage  off  the  naval  hospital  in  tow 
of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Poinsett.  The  Delaware 
moved  down  in  beautiful  style,  it  being  supposed 
that  she  went  at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour 
against  a flood  tide,  and  wind  very  light  from  N.E. 

A man-of-war  was  at  anchor  below  Willoughby’s 
Point  yesterday  morning,  probably  the  Cyane,  from 
the  Mediterranean.  [ Norfolk  Beacon,  May  17. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  lieut.  Shrubrick,  U.  S. 
navy,  accidentally  shot  away  a part  of  his  face  while 
on  a scout  in  the  Everglades,  a short  time  since. 

[Sf.  Augustine  News,  May  11. 

We  are  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  United 
States  government  have  adopted  for  the  use  of  the 
navy,  captain  Taylor’s  submarine  exploring  appa- 
ratus. Three  of  these  suits  of  Marine  armor  are  to 
be  put  on  board  the  three  first  large  ships  of  war, 
which  leave  this  country — and  three  are  to  be  de- 
posited at  the  navy  yards,  to  be  used  as  occasion 
may  require.  [ Boston  Jour. 

The  United  Slates  brig  Dolphin,  from  the  coast 
of  Africa  and  last  from  the  Cape  de  Verds,  arriv- 
ed at  Guadaloupe  on  the  5th  of  April,  thence  sail- 
ed for  Martinque  where  she  remained  four  days 
and  arrived  at  Frederickstadt,  island  of  Santa  Cruz, 
on  the  21st  ult.  Thence  she  was  to  sail  for  Porto 
Rico  and  St.  Thomas,  and  then  returned  to  the  U. 
Stales. 

Ten  deaths  in  all  had  taken  place  on  board  (he 
Dolphin — the  last  was  John  Jackson,  a seamen  who 
died  at  sea. 

On  board  the  Grampus  there  had  been  five  deaths; 
midshipman  Caldwell  had  been  transferred  from  the 
Dolphin  to  the  Grampus,  and  his  place  in  the  former 
was  supplied  by  midshipman  McLaughlin,  from  the 
Grampus. 

The  Grampus  was  to  remain  at  the  Cape  de  Verds 
until  the  return  of  the  Cyane,  when  she  would  sail 
for  the  coast  ol  Africa,  and  then  home,  via  the  West 
Indies. 

Ttie  National  Intelligencer  states  that  the  frigate 
Brandywine  is  to  return  forthwith  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  residue  of  the  squadron,  it  is  pos- 
sible, if  not  probable,  has  received  such  informa- 
tion, after  the  Brandywine  parted  company  with 
it,  as  to  induce  it  to  return  to  the  Mediterranean 
station. 

Coast  squadron.  Some  few  weeks  since,  we 
mentioned  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  organize 
and  put  in  commission  a squadron  for  the  protection 
of  our  coast,  and  we  are  now  pleased  to  learn  that 
what  was  then  only  a surmise,  is  now  about  to  be 
confirmed.  The  secretary  of  the  navy,  with  a view 
to  the  effective  defence  of  our  large  and  sufficient 
naval  force.  A portion  of  the  squadron  will  be 
stationed  off  the  southern  harbors,  commencing  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Another  off  Norlolk 


and  that  immediate  vicinity.  Another  off  N.  York. 
Another  off  Boston — and  the  last  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  St.  George’s  Shoals  and  the  Fishing  Banks. 
In  addition  to  this  the  West  India  squadron  is  to  be 
largely  increased,  and  when  all  these  additions  to 
our  present  effective  force  shall  be  completed,  we 
inay  begin  to  think  ourselves  in  a tolerable  posture 
for  any  emergency.  Of  the  necessity  for  this  step 
none  can  doubt,  and  we  trust  that  nothing  may  oc- 
cur to  thwart  the  views  of  the  department,  for  such 
important  ends.  As  the  work  will  doubtless  be  com- 
menced as  soon  as  practicable,  we  may  expect  busy 
times  at  our  various  yards  and  naval  depots. 

[N.  Y.  Sun. 

Submarine  exploring  apparatus.  The  National 
Intelligencer  states  that  the  (J.  S.  government  have 
adopted  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  capt.  Taylor’s  sub- 
marine exploring  apparatus. 

The  Fredericksburg  Arena  states  that  commo- 
dore T.  Ap.  C.  Jones  has  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Pacific  squadron,  and  will  hoist 
his  flag  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Independence. 

U.  S.  ship  Constellation.  A letter  from  on  board 
the  U.  S.  ship  Constellation,  dated  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
March  2d,  states  that  com.  Kearney,  after  he  took 
command  of  the  ship,  gave  the  men  permission  to 
go  on  shore,  and  that  an  apprentice  boy  by  the 
name  of  Moore,  of  Charlestown,  Mass,  stabbed  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Miller,  who  died  of  the  wound 
received.  [ Boston  Ev.  Gaz. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Express  that  the 
sloop  of  war  Fairfield  was  put  in  commission  on 
Monday,  and  a part  of  her  crew  placed  on  board. 
She  proceeds  forthwith  to  the  North  river,  whence 
she  will  proceed  to  sea,  when  her  complement  of 
men  shall  be  completed.  Surgeon  Samuel  Mosely 
has  been  ordered  to  the  Fairfield. 

RECIPROCITY  OF  TRADE. 

From  the  Mobile  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  time  is  at  hand  when  it  will  become  neces- 
sary to  remodel  our  system  of  duties,  so  as  to  in- 
crease our  revenues  to  an  amount  adequate  to  the 
wants  and  necessities  of  government,  or  to  adopt 
some  other  system  of  taxation  for  its  support,  if 
deemed  by  the  majority  more  consistent  with  good 
policy,  or  congenial  to  the  purity  and  permanence 
of  our  political  institutions.  That  a great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  should  exist  on  the  subject,  in  a 
country  like  ours,  where  the  mass  are  intelligent 
and  capable  of  thinking  for  themselves,  and  dis- 
cussing the  most  grave  and  intricate  questions  of 
national  policy,  is  not  surprising,  or  to  be  regretted. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  when  the  congress  of  the  na- 
tion shall  be  called  upon  to  act  upon  this  impor- 
tant question,  they  will  do  so  in  a spirit  of  mutual 
kindness  and  forbearance,  and  that  harmony  and 
good  feeling,  divested  of  all  local  or  sectional  pre- 
judices, may  characterize  their  proceedings;  that 
they  may  legislate  as  Americans  should  do  upon  a 
question  of  American  policy. 

Our  present  system  of  duties  will  doubtless  oc- 
cupy much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  congress 
at  its  extra  session;  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
subject  was  incidentally  introduced  into  the  debates 
of  the  last  session,  induces  the  belief  that  it  will  be 
approached  with  great  caution,  and  no  action  taken 
without  mature  deliberation.  The  discussion  of 
the  subject  will  embrace  such  others  as  have  any 
connection  with,  or  even  distant  bearing  upon,  the 
question  of  revanue, — finance,  currency,  free  trade, 
protection,  reciprocity  and  retaliation,  commerce, 
dec.  Although,  nominally,  there  is  but  one  object 
to  accomplish,  (that  of  bringing  the  receipts  of  the 
government  to  an  amount  equivalent  to  its  expendi- 
tures.) yet  there  may  be  said  to  exist  four  sets  of 
opinions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  doing  so. 

It  is  mv  purpose,  briefly,  to  notice  what  appear  to 
me  the  most  flagrant  errors  of  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  duties,  which  seem  to  prevail  to  some  extent; 
though  not  with  the  expectation  of  doing  full  justice 
to  a subject  of  such  magnitude  and  importance;  it 
requires  an  abler  pen  than  mine.  The  views  which 
I offer,  are  thoso  of  a merchant  and  not  a politician. 

I have  said  that  four  sets  of  opinions  prevail  in 
congress  as  to  the  most  expedient  mode  of  enacting 
a revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  ot  govern- 
ment. They  may  be  classed  as  follows: 


1st.  The  advocates  of  unrestricted  free  trade  and 
direct  taxation. 

2nd.  The  friends  of  free  trade,  except  so  far  as  a 
duty  ts  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  government, 
giving  a preference  to  articles  of  luxury. 

3d.  The  supporters  of  a protective  system. 

4th.  The  advocates  of  reciprocative  and  retalia- 
tive  duties. 

Though  the  advocates  of  “unrestricted  free  trade” 
aro  few  in  number,  their  position  and  standing  in 
the  councils  of  their  country  entitle  their  views, 
however  absurd,  to  a passing  notice.  They  would 
see  our  ports  thrown  open  to  every  species  of  pro- 
duction and  manufacture  from  other  nations,  while 
our  products  are  either  excluded  from  their  ports, 
or  made  to  pay  a heavy  tribute  for  the  support  of 
their  governments.  They  would  make  us  the  abject 
dependants  upon  foreigners  for  many  articles  of  con- 
sumption, and  give  them  the  power  to  dictate  the 
price  at  which  they  will  take  ours.  They  would 
compel  the  poor  man  to  pay  more  in  proportion  to 
his  means,  for  the  support  of  his  government,  than 
the  rich  man  with  his  hoarded  millions,  who  indul- 
ges in  the  luxuries  of  every  clime.  There  need  be 
no  apprehension,  however,  that  such  notions  of  na- 
tional policy  will  ever  obtain  currency  in  any  civi- 
lized country,  until  all  commercial  nations  shall 
agree  to  reciprocate. 

The  second,  and  probably  most  numerous,  class 
in  congress  are  those  who  believe  in  the  policy  of 
free  trade,  except  so  far  as  a duty  is  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  and  would  select  for '.heir 
object  articles  of  luxury,  the  product  of  countries  that 
tax  our  pioducts  heavily;  and  such,  also,  as  wo  have 
the  ability  to  produce  ourselves,  such  as  silks,  wines, 
linens,  See.,  without  wishing  to  interfere  with  the 
principle  upon  which  the  “compromise  act”  was 
founded,  or  disturb  its  provisions  any  further  than 
is  necessary  for  revenue  purposes. 

They  are  opposed  to  free  trade  in  its  extreme  lite- 
ral sense  but  are  so  far  its  advocates,  as  to  oppose  any 
rate  of  duties  beyond  the  wants  of  government,  or 
equivalent  to  those  paid  upon  our  exports  to  foreign 
nations,  at  their  ports.  TliPie  are  many,  among 
the  advocates  of  this  course  of  policy,  who  believe  in 
the  expediency  of  the  protective  system,  but  feel 
themselves  pledged,  to  consider  that  question  settled 
by  the  compromise  bill. 

Among  the  many  who  a few  years  since  were 
strenuous  in  their  support  of  the  “protective  system,” 
but  few  remain  who  so  pertinaciously  adhere  to 
their  opinions  as  to  openly  avow  and  advocate  them, 
and  refuse  to  consider  the  settlement  of  the  question 
between  the  two  antagonistical  parties  at  that  time, 
as  binding.  Whether  the  so  called  “American  sys- 
tem” was  one  of  sound  policy,  and  calculated  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  remains 
for  future  generations  to  judge;  the  present  one  has 
been  too  much  agitated,  prejudices  for  and  against 
excited  too  deep  and  violent,  to  permit  an  unbisased 
decision,  and  the  discussion  of  the  principles  involv- 
ed in  its  policy,  has  been  almost  entirely  abandoned 
by  common  consent,  under  the  influence  of  a patri- 
otic love  of  country  and  attachment  to  the  union, 
alike  creditable  to  its  friends  and  its  opponents. 

The  extraordinary  discrepancy  between  the  duties 
levied  by  many  foreign  nations  upon  our  products, 
and  the  rates  of  duties  required  in  our  ports  upon 
products  and  manufactured  articles  from  these  na- 
tions, has  led  some  of  our  most  enlightened  states- 
men to  advocate  a system  of  “reciprocative  and  re- 
taliative  duties.” 

The  term  “retaliative”  may  grate  somewhat 
harshly  upon  the  sensitive  ears  of  statesmen,  whose 
opinions  ot  national  wealth  and  political  economy 
are  founded  upon  fine  spun  theories;  which,  though 
they  6trike  the  mind  as  conclusive,  will  no^  stand 
the  test  of  practical  experience.  But  let  us  en- 
quire if  the  exigencies  of  the  case  do  not  call  for 
the  adoption  of  such  a course  of  policy  in  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  foreign  powers,  as  shall  in- 
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(luce  them  to  extend  to  us  the  same  liberality  we 
have  ever  manifested  toward  them. 

It  is  an  axiom  in  political  economy,  that  the 
wealth  of  a nation  depends  upon  its  exports  more 
than  its  imports;  in  other  words,  that  it  sells  more 
than  it  buys.  If  the  reverse  is  the  case,  it  sinks 
into  poverty  and  bankruptcy.  It  has,  therefore, 
been  the  policy  of  every  enlightened  government 
so  to  legislate  as  to  increase  the  one  and  diminish 
the  other.  One  means  by  which  this  has  been  ac- 
complished to  a great  extent,  particularly  by  Eng- 
land and  France,  has  been  by  effecting  such  trea- 
ties with  other  powers  as  to  secure  the  admission 
into  their  several  kingdoms,  of  their  products  and 
manufactured  goods,  on  the  most  favorable  terms; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  levying  enormous  duties 
upon  the  products  of  other  countries,  particularly 
upon  articles  of  luxury,  which  materially  lessens 
consumption. 

Both  England  and  France,  which  make  great 
pretentions  to  ‘-reciprocity  in  trade,”  receive  annual- 
ly at  their  custom  houses,  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  duties  upon  their  imports  from  abroad 
than  is  paid  on  a much  larger  amount  of  exports 
at  the  custom  houses  of  the  several  nations  to  which 
they  seitd  their  productions. 

Let  us  contrast  the  position  of  Great  Britain  With 
her  restrictive  and  prohibitory  policy,  with  the 
United  States  and  her  free  trade,  or  “nominal  duty” 
system.  Tho  United  Kingdom,  with  a population 
of  30,000,000  located  upon  two  little  islands,  which 
possess  no  variety  of  climate,  and  a soil  not  capable 
of  producing  even  its  own  bread  stuffs,  exports,  an- 
nually to  the  amount  of  Jive  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  exceeding  its  imports  over  $200,000,000, 
which  excess  goes  to  increase  her  national  wealth. 
She  is  the  wealthiest  and  most  powerful  nation  upon 
the  globe.  Almost  every  nation  is  her  debtor,  and 
she  has  become  the  centre  of  the  financial  and 
monied  world. 

The  United  States,  with  a population  of  14,000,- 
000,  occupying  an  almost  boundless  extent  of  terri- 
tory, which  embraces  nearly  every  grade  of  climate 
between  the  two  extremes,  a fertile  and  productive 
soil  capable  of  producing  every  necessary  of  life, 
and  nearly  all  of  its  luxuries,  exports  annually  one 
hundred  million  of  dollars,  against  an  import  ex- 
ceeding that  amount,  taking  the  average  for  1 0 years 
past,  of  nearly  25  per  cent  per  annum.  She  owes 
a foreign  debt  of  nearly  $250,000,000,*  her  citizens 
individually  and  collectively  embarrassed,  her  cur- 
rency unsound,  confidence  at  home  and  abroad  im- 
paired, and  nothing  but  her  vast  natural  resources 
of  soil  and  climate,  and  the  physical  and  intellectual 
energies  of  her  people,  could  save  her  from  bank- 
ruptcy and  universal  poverty.  This  difference  in 
the  condition  and  prosperity  of  the  two  most  en- 
lightened nations  in  the  world,  inevitably  leads  me 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  something  wrong  in 
our  commercial  policy,  that  the  evil  grows  out  of 
our  excessive  imports  and  limited  exports,  and  that 
legislation  may  and  should  be  so  applied  as  to  reme- 
dy it  by  diminishing  the  one  and  increasing  the 
other.  This  may  be  done  by  the  adoption  of  a 
system  of  duties  which  shall  permit  the  free  intro- 
duction of  foreign  products  into  our  ports,  upon 
precisely  the  same  terms  that  our  products  are  re- 
ceived into  theirs.  If  England  will  admit  our  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  flour  into  her  ports  free  of  duty,  let  us 
admit  her  silks  and  manufactured  goods  on  the  same 
condition,  if  she  places  a duty  of  50  per  cent,  let  us 
do  the  same.  In  this  way,  we  can  bring  other 
nations  to  reciprocate  and  act  upon  our  free  trade 
principles;  but  without  the  adoption  of  some  such 
course,  we  may  continue  to  toil  on  for  the  benefit  of 

* While  the  United  States  from  her  excess  of  im- 
ports above  exports  has  contracted  a debt  of  250,- 
000,000*in  10  years,  the  excess  in  the  value  of 
exports  from  Great  Britain  above  her  imports  in  the 
same  time  reaches  the  enormous  sum  of  1 856  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 


other  nations,  enriching  them,  and  finding  ourselves 
more  deeply  in  debt  every  year. 

Were  it  possible  bv  treaty  or  otherwise,  for  us  at 
once  to  secure  the  admission  of  our  products  into  all 
the  ports  of  foreign  powers  upon  as  favorable  a foot- 
ing as  we  receive  theirs,  I venture  to  assert,  that  in 
less  than  10  years  our  exports  would  be  double  what 
they  now  aie,  while  our  imports  would  not  increase 
50  per  cent.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  I will 
name  two  articles  of  production  which  we  have  the 
ability  to  produce  to  an  extent  almost  sufficient  to 
supply  the  entire  demand  of  Europe,  if  their  restric- 
tive duties  upon  them  were  reduced  to  tho  maxi- 
mum of  ours,  namely,  tobacco  and  flour.  Upon 
tobacco,  which  costs  at  New  Orleans  but  5 to  10c. 
per  pound,  the  duty  in  England  is  3 shillings  sterl- 
ing, or  about  75  cents  (equivalent  to  1000  per  cent 
on  its  cost;)  and  about  the  same  throughout  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  which  to  a great  extent  interdicts 
its  introduction  and  use,  as  it  is  too  expensive  a luxu- 
ry for  the  poorer  classes  to  indulge  in;  but  remove 
the  restriction  so  as  to  place  it  within  the  reach  of 
the  laboring  classes,  which  embrace  9-10ths  of  the 
whole  population,  and  the  consumption  would  in- 
crease 100  per  cent  per  annum  for  the  next  5 years, 
cause  a demand  that  would  extend  its  cultivation  in 
this  country,  enhance  prices  by  which  the  planter 
would  realize  a good  profit,  and  in  a few  years  be- 
come as  large  and  important  an  item  in  our  list  of 
exports  as  cotton. 

Were  the  heavy  duties  on  flour  removed,  wo  could 
export  annually  to  England,  the  West  Indies,  and 
elsewhere  $20,000,000  or  more. 

While  England  charges  a duty  of  72  cents  per 
100  lbs  on  cotton,  $2  to  $4J  per  bbl  on  our  flour, 
and  3s  on  tobacco,  we  are  taking  from  her,  silks, 
linens,  worsted-stuff's,  &c.  free  of  duty,  amounting 
to  more  than  $20,000,000  a year. 

In  our  trade  with  France,  of  our  imports,  which 
are  more  than  double  our  exports,  more  than  two- 
thirds  are  admitted  duty  free,  and  the  balance  pays 
a mere  nominal  one  of  10  to  22^  per  cent,  while 
not  an  article  that  we  export  is  admitted  into  their 
ports  except  at  a heavy  duty,  our  cotton  paying  5 
per  cent  more  than  Egyptian. 

Similar  discrepancies  in  the  rates  of  duties  to 
those  above  pointed  out,  characterize  our  whole  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  foreign  nations.  In  evi- 
dence of  this  fact,  I herewith  annex  a table  embrac- 
ing our  principal  exports  to,  and  imports  from 
Havana,  with  their  value,  the  amount  of  duties  paid, 
&c.  for  the  year  1840.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that 
on  all  Spanish  products,  imported  into  the  island  of 
Cuba,  the  duty  is  materially  less — as  for  example, 
flour  in  foreign  vessels  pays  $5$,  and  in  Spanish 
vessels  $2j  per  bbl. 


EXPORTS. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Average 

cost. 

Value. 

Rate 
of  duty 

Amount  of 
duty. 

Beef 

2616b!s 

$11  pbl 

$23776 

3.14bl 

$8214  24 

Butter 

818qls 

20  p q] 

16360 

4.25ql 

3476  75 

T.candl’s 

80920  “ 

12  do. 

107040 

4. 1 9ql 

37374  SO 

Spent. do. 

1309  “ 

36  do. 

47124 

8.96ql 

11728  64 

Codfish 

28217  “ 

2 do. 

56434 

• 98ql 

27651  66 

Flour 

55048bls 

5 p bl 

275240 

lO.lObl 

555984  80 

Hams 

2113qls 

10  p qi 

21130 

3.50q] 

7395  50 

Lard 

36194  “ 

7 do 

255358 

4.19q] 

115458  86 

Pork 

3664bls 

12  pbl 

33968 

4.89L1 

17926  96 

Onions 

721SoO* 

3c.  bch. 

20654 

.01 

7218  00 

Potatoes 

19666b!s 

$1  pr  bl 

19666 

•70bl 

13766  20 

Rice 

113808qls 

$2  2 p ql 

297120 

2.  lOql 

23S996  80 

Soap 

613  “ 

4 do. 

2452 

3.00ql 

1839  00 

.N  ails 

9792  “ 

5 do. 

48960 

1 75ql 

15386  00 

Lumber 

22446m. 

9 pr  m 

190694 

6.00m 

134676  00 

Sundries 

272000 

7131100 

1693976 

1268405  21 

IMPORTS. 

Coffee 

174273131 

12cts.lb 

2091127 

free. 

Sugary 

68647} 

330  box 

2059410 

.ljlb 

486362  00 

4150537 

$486362  00 

*Bunches— t Pounds  weight — {Boxes  of  415  lbs.  each. 

§The  duty  on  sugar,  under  the  compromise  act,  for 
the  present  year  (1841)  is  about  1 4-10  cents— after  the 
first  of  January,  1342,  4-5ct.  per  lb.  a*  an  estimated 
average  of  value. 


From  the  above  table,  it  will  be  observed  that  on 
our  exports  to  Havana,  amounting  in  round  numbers 
to$l,700,000,  a duly  is  paid  at  that  port  of  $1,263.- 
405,  or  73  per  cent,  while  on  an  import  from  thence 
of  $4,150,000,  our  government  requires  a duty  of 
$486,000,  or  less  than  12  per  cent;  and  after  1st 
January  next,  the  same  import  will  pay  but  $220,- 
000,  or  less  than  5 per  cent. 

I am  aware  that  the  friends  of  a “reciprocalive 
and  retaliative”  system  of  duties  will  be  met  by  its 
opponents  with  the  argument  that  all  duties  are  a 
tax  upon  the  consumer  to  the  amount  levied.  This, 
with  a certain  class  of  statesmen  who  can  theorise 
eloquently  upon  the  science  of  commerce,  discuss  by 
the  week  abstract  questions  of  trade  finance  and 
currency  without  knowing  practically  the  origin, 
character  or  use  of  a bill  of  exchange,  is  deemed  a 
conclusive  and  unanswerable  argument  against  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  present  rales  of  duly 
upon  articles  of  luxury.  To  adopt  it  as  a settled 
principle  that  the  consumer  pays  the  duty,  is  as  er- 
roneous as  it  would  be  to  assume  that  it  was  paid  by 
the  producer.  No  general  rule  can  be  made  to  ap- 
ply, as  the  fact  is  contingent  upon  circumstances. 
If  the  duty  be  a mero  nominal  one,  it  is  paid  by  the 
consumer,  as  the  laws  which  regulate  supply  and  de- 
mand are  not  interrupted  by  it;  but  if  it  be  a heavy 
one,  consumption  is  proportionately  lessened — con- 
sequently the  producer  must  sell  at  a less  price  that 
the  falling  off  in  consumption  may  be  checked  and 
a market  kept  up  for  his  products.  F or  example,  we 
can  sell  no  flour  in  Cuba  unless  we  produce  it  at  a 
price  and  of  a quality  that  will  enable  it  to  pay  a 
duty  there  of  $10  10  and  compete  with  Spanish 
flour  which  pays  but  $2J.  A few  years  since  coffee 
was  subject  to  a duty  of  2J  cents  per  lb;  the  duty 
was  removed,  but  the  price  did  not  decline,  and  has 
ruled  as  high  since  as  before,  the  producer  putting 
the  2§  cents  in  his  pocket,  and  the  consumer  receiv- 
ing no  benefit  from  it. 

Let  any  one  examine  the  list  of  our  imports,  and 
he  will  find  that  such  articles  as  are  the  most  heavily 
taxed  have  steadily  declined  in  price,  particularly 
those  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  produce  or 
manufacture  ; while  such  as  are  admitted  duty  free 
have  remained  stationary,  or  have  advanced.  The 
article  of  silk,  on  which  there  is  no  duty,  and  of 
which  we  imported  last  year  over  $200,000,000 
worth,  has  steadily  advanced  for  the  last  ter,  years. 

An  increased  duty  on  pork  imported  from  Canada, 
which  was  levied  a few  years  since  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, compelled  the  farmers  on  the  frontier,  whose 
most  accessable  markets  were  Montreal  and  Quebec, 
to  produce  or  sell  it  at  a less  price  than  before  to 
compete  with  Canada  and  the  mother  country. 

Many  facts  may  be  presented  which  prove  con- 
clusively that  the  producer,  in  all  cases  where  the 
duty  is  an  exorbitant  one,  pays  a large  proportion 
if  not  tlte  whole  of  it.  The  consequence  is  that 
under  our  system  of  nominal  duties  and  free  trade, 
the  producer  of  flour  is  made  to  pay  an  enormous 
tax  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  Cuba,  tho 
grower  of  tobacco  is  a tax  payer  to  France,  England, 
&c.  while  the  duties  here  on  the  cigars  from  the 
one,  and  tho  wines  from  the  other,  being  merely 
nominal  and  insufficient  to  check  consumption  are 
paid  by  the  consumer. 

The  tobacco  planter,  if  he  is  a consumer  of  wine 
is  taxed  for  the  support  not  only  for  his  own  gov- 
ernment, but  also  for  that  of  France  ten  times  as 
heavily  as  for  his  own.  Why  this  should  be  so  I 
can  soe  no  good  reason,  and  it  is  time  a remedy 
were  applied. 

This  subject  has  not  been  taken  up  and  discussed 
by  the  press  so  generally  as  its  importance  seems  to 
demand.  The  time  is  short, ere  congress  meets,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  public  opinion  should  be  fully  ex- 
pressed. A duly  upon  silks  and  wines  was  objec- 
ted to  last  season  by  certain  members  of  congress, 
because,  said  they,  “if  we  refuse  to  take  these  articles 
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from  Frano<s  she  mil  not  buy  our  cotton  and  tobac- 
co;” in  other  words,  if  we  do  not  buy  two  dollars 
worth  of  her  wine,  France  will  not  buy  one  dollar's 
worth  of  cotton  from  us.  This  is  a singular  kind  of 
reasoning.  Suppose  a planter  was  to  come  to  Mo- 
bile with  his  crop  of  cotton,  worth  $4000,  and  on 
offering  it  for  sale,  he  should  be  told  that  no  pur- 
chaser could  be  found,  unless  he  would  agree  to 
purchase  $8000  worth  of  merchandize,  would  he 
not  laugh  in  the  face  of  his  informant!  As  before 
stated,  we  take  more  than  twice  as  much  from  France 
as  she  takes  from  us,  and  pay  her  three  times  as 
much  duly  on  our  products,  as  hers  pay  at  our  ports, 
and  it  is  perfectly  rediculous,  childish,  to  suppose 
that  a duty  of  20  per  cent,  or  even  50  on  her  pro- 
ducts would  induce  her  to  do  without  our  cotton,  an 
article  she  must  have,  and  cannot  produce  herself. 
If  an  additional  duty  on  these  articles  should  have 
the  effect  to  lesson  consumption,  so  much  the  bet- 
ter; we  should  be  so  much  richer  for  it,  in  a national 
point  of  view;  and  certainly  more  temperate. 

It  is  a humiliating  acknowledgement  of  vassalage 
to  a foreign  power,  to  manifest  an  apprehension, 
that  ar.  increase  of  duty  by  our  government  on  its 
products,  would  induce  her  to  do  without  ours. — 
Fortunately  we  are  not  dependant  entirely  on  France 
for  a market,  should  she  be  disposed  to  punish  us 
for  daring  to  regulate  our  own  commercial  atfairs. 

I have  above  stated  that  could  the  exhorbitant  du- 
ties levied  by  the  several  powers  of  Europe  upon  our 
tobacco  be  removed,  it  would  soon  become  as  impor- 
tant an  item  in  our  list  of  exports  as  cotton.  This 
fact,  a slight  examination  into  the  subject  will  prove. 
Our  exports  of  this  article  are  about  100,000  hogs- 
heads per  annum,  valued  here  at  $90  per  hhd,  a- 
mounting  to  $9,009,000;  the  duty  which  it  pays  at 
foreign  ports  amounts  to  some  $30,000,000.  The 
United  States  consumes  three  times  as  much  tobacco 
as  Great  Britain,  with  less  than  half  the  population, 
and  more  than  England,  France  and  Spain  put  to- 
gether. Its  use  throughout  Europe  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  in  the  United  States,  with  the  improvement 
in  price  which  would  certainly  follow  an  increased 
demand,  would  soon  swell  the  value  of  our  exports 
of  this  article  to  $50,000,000,  and  in  less  than  10 
years  to  $100,000,000.  In  proof  of  the  influence  of 
the  rate  of  duty  upon  consumption, — in  1792  the 
duty  on  tobacco  in  England  was  Is  per  pound,  the 
consumption  1,767,000  lbs,  in  1793  and  4 the  duty 
was  reduced  to  6d.,  and  consumption  suddenly  in- 
creased until  in  the  latter  yeat  it  reached  nearly  10,- 
000,000  pounds.  In  1795  and  6 the  duty  was  in- 
creased to  8d  and  consumption  fell  to  6,000,000 
pounds,  in  1798  it  was  again  increased  to  Is  and 
consucntion  was  reduced  to  4,800,000  pounds. — 
From  I860  to  1830,  a space  of  30  years,  under  a 
duty  varying  from  2s  2d  to  4s,  notwithstanding  the 
increase  of  population,  the  increase  of  consumption 
was  but  about  300  hhds.  In  1785  under  a mode- 
ate  rate  of  duty,  France  took  from  us  35,000  hhds. 
Under  her  existing  system  of  monopoly  and  high 
duty,  she  takes  but  6000  hhds.  While  France  has 
been  heaping  onerous  restrictions  upon  our  com- 
merce, we,  in  our  excessive  liberality,  under  the  in- 
fluence ot  free  trade  notions,  have  been  removing 
the  nominal  duty  that  formerly  existed  on  her  silks, 
wines,  brandies,  &c,  which  enables  her  to  sell  us 
$40,000,000  per  annum  of  these  luxuries , for  which 
she  condescends  to  buy  $23,000,000  per  annum  of 
our  cotton,  &e.,  if  we  will  consent  to  pay  50  per  . 
cent  more  duty  than  other  nations  pay. 

The  grower  of  cotton  may  say,  he  has  no  interest 
in  forcing  a market  for  the  farmer  of  the  west,  or 
tobacco  planter  of  Virginia,  so  long  as  he  finds  one 
for  his  staple.  Such  a conclusion  could  only  result 
from  a very  superficial  and  contracted  view  of  the 
subject. 

In  addition  to  the  interest  which  every  American 
citizen  should  feel  in  the  general  prosperity  and  in- 
creased wealth  of  his  country,  which  is  promoted 
by  large  exports  of  its  products,  the  cotton  planter 


has  a direct  individual  interest  not  on'y  in  facilita- 
ting and  encouraging  a large  production  and  expor- 
tation of  tobacco,  rice,  sugar  and  molasses,  but  also 
in  firmly  establishing  as  a principle  of  our  govern- 
ment in  its  commercial  regulations,  a system  of 
countervailing  duties.  The  very  moment  England 
finds  she  can  obtain  a supply  of  cotton  from  her 
East  India  possessions,  that  moment  she  will 
place  a duty  on  ours  sufficient  to  exclude  it  from  her 
ports,  or  compel  the  planter  to  produce  it  at  a price 
as  much  below  the  present,  as  will  meet  the  duty 
levied,  making  the  producer  the  payer  of  the  tax; 
and  if  the  experiment  she  is  now  making  in  the 
culture  of  cotton  in  India  succeed,  of  which  there 
is  every  prospect,  that  day  is  not  far  distant. — 
If  however,  our  government  shall  adopt  a course  of 
policy  by  which  foreign  nations  may  be  made  to 
feel,  that  to  retain  us  as  a market,  they  must  open 
their  ports  to  our  products  on  terms  of  fair  and  hon- 
orable reciprocity,  they  will  do  so;  as  they  know  we 
are  their  best  customer.  It  is  a fair  and  legitimate 
proposition  for  a grocer  to  say  to  a dry  good  mer- 
chant “buy  your  sugar  from  me  or  I cannot  buy 
your  silks’’  and  it  is  epually  so  between  nations, 
and  one  to  which  they  can  take  no  exceptions  — 
Another  benefit  which  the  cotton  producer,  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  interest  is  to  derive  from  in- 
creased exports  is,  it  leads  to  more  equal  and  better 
division  of  the  phisical  force  of  the  country  in  its 
application.  Open  a market  for  our  tobacco,  and  a 
portion  of  the  slave  labor  in  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,  the  northern  portion  of  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  now  employed  in  the  cul- 
ture of  cotton,  would  bo  applied  to  its  production — 
also  profitably  employment  given  to  the  slaves  of 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  Kentucky,  enhancing  the 
value  of  the  slave  labor  throughout  the  South. — 
Open  a market  for  our  sugar  and  malasses,  or  in- 
crease its  consumption  at  home  by  excluding  fo- 
reign sugars,  and  that  portion  of  our  cotton  lands 
south  of  32°  of  latitude  may  be  used  in  their  cul- 
ture. Place  a foreign  silks  and  wines,  half  equal  to 
the  duty  paid  on  products  at  the  ports  of  F ranee 
and  England,  and  in  less  than  20  years  there  is 
scarcely  a plantation  in  the  cotton  growing  states  uf 
any  magnitude,  that  will  not  have  a silk  nursery  or 
vine-yard  attached  to  it  as  one  of  its  chief  sources  of 
profit.  Every  planter  knows  that  the  less  cotton  he 
makes  the  more  money  he  gets  lor  it — reduce  the 
supply  and  prices  advance  at  once,  as  a general  rule. 

It  is  of  the  highest  impotence  to  the  cotton  planter 
that  profitable  channels  of  employ  merit,  other  than 
the  one  single  staple  presents,  should  be  open  to 
him,  that  when  prices  go  to  a point  below  the  cost 
of  production,  he  may  turn  his  attention  to  some- 
thing else,  and  that  he  be  not  necessitated  to  rely 
upon  a single  production  as  his  only  source  of  in- 
come. There  is  no  one  class  in  the  country  whose 
interest  would  be  more  directly  promoted  by  the 
adoption  of  reciprocal  and  retaliative  system  of  du- 
ties, than  the  cotton  planter  of  the  south. 

To  show  that  the  measures  here  suggested  as  a 
means  of  relieving  our  commerce  from  the  enormous 
burthens  imposed  upon  it  by  foreign  powers,  are  not 
new,  or  novel,  I give  the  view's  of  several  of  our 
most  distinguished  statesmen. 

In  1793,  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  secretary  of 
state  under  general  Washington,  made  a report  to 
congress  on  the  subject  to  the  then  existing  restric- 
tion on  our  commerce  by  foreign  nations,  in  which 
he  says 

“Such  being  the  restrictions  on  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  the  question  is,  in 
what  way  they  may  best  be  removed,  modified,  or 
counteracted ! 

“As  to  commerce  two  methods  occur:  first,  by 
friendly  arrangement  with  the  several  nations  with 
whom  these  restrictions  exist;  or,  second,  by  the 
separate  act  of  our  legislature  for  countervailing 
their  effects.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  these  two, 
friendly  arrangements  as  the  most  eligible,”  &c. 


And,  after  arguing  the  benefits  of  navigation  and 
commerce  reciprocally  free  with  all  nations,  he 
says: 

“But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes, 
suppose  it  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  con- 
tinuing its  system  of  prohibitions,  duties  and  re- 
gulations, it  behoves  us  to  protect  our  citizens, 
their  commerce  and  navigation,  by  counter  pro- 
hibitions, duties  and  regulations,  also.  Free 
commerce  and  navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  ex- 
change for  restrictions  and  vexations;  nor  are  they 
likely  to  produce  a relaxation  of  them.” 

In  another  part  of  the  same  report,  he  says: 

“The  following  principles  being  founded  in  reci- 
procity appear  perfectly  just,  and  to  offer  no  cause 
of  complaint  to  any  nation: 

“First,  When  a nation  imposes  high  duties  on 
our  productions,  or  prohibits  them  altogether,  it  may 
be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theirs,”  4 c. 

Prior  to  this,  in  1785,  Mr.  Jefferson  presented  a 
remonstrance  to  the  French  government,  on  this 
subject,  in  which  he  said  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  would  be  compelled  to  resort  to 
countervailing  duties,  if  the  French  government  did 
not  modify  the  burden.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark 
that  this  threat  had  the  desired  effect,  the  burden 
was  in  part  removed  for  a time,  but  subsequently 
imposed  again  in  a more  onerous  and  objectionable 
shape,  and  now  exists. 

Our  respectable  and  distinguished  representative 
to  the  government  of  France,  general  Cass,  made 
persevering  efforts  to  induce  that  government  to  re- 
move the  restrictions  placed  by  it  upon  our  com- 
merce, but  without  success.  Some  18  months  since 
he  addressed  a communication  to  the  secretary  of 
state  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  seems  to  despair  iff 
success  by  negotiation,  and  recommends  as  a neces- 
sary measure  retaliative  duties,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  annexed  extract. 

“I  have  nothing  now  to  add,  but  that  the  matter 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  diplomatic  discus- 
sion, and  that  its  solution  must  depend  on  the  mea- 
sures which  the  executive  arid  which  congress  may 
see  proper  to  adopt.  As  long  as  France,  in  carrying 
out  the  restrictive  system  she  has  adopted,  can  ex- 
port to  the  United  Slates  twice  as  much  as  she  im- 
ports from  there,  without  any  fear  of  a change  of 
measures  on  our  part,  so  long  the  present  state  of 
things  will  continue,  exhibiting  one  of  the  most 
striking  examples  of  inequality  in  the  trade  between 
two  nations  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
modern  commerce.” 

Mr.  'lyler,  now  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
his  reply  to  interogatories  propounded  to  him  by  a 
committee  of  Henrico  county,  Va.,  on  the  subject  of 
duties  says: 

“ rlle  Power  lay  duties  is  given  by  the  consti- 
tutton  in  express  terms.  The  right  to  select  the 
articles  of  import  on  which  to  levy  the  duties,  is  un- 
questionable. Every  duly  imposed,  operates  pro 
tanto  as  a bounty  on  the  production  of  the  same 
article  at  home,  and  it  has  been  considered  a wise 
policy  on  the  part  of  xll  administrations  so  to  im- 
pose the  duties  as  to  advance  the  production  of  such 
articles  as  were  of  national  importance.  I certainly 
do  not  doubt  the  policy  or  expediency  of  such  a 
course.  The  duties,  however,  should  be  laid  with 
reference  to  revenue,  except  when  they  are  laid  to 
counteract  the  policy  of  a foreign  government,  and 
with  a view  to  the  regulation  of  trade.  ” 

Those  who  know  Mr.  Tyler,  will  not  fora  mo- 
ment doubt,  that  at  an  early  day  as  president  of  the 
United  States,  he  will  call  the  attention  of  congress 
to  this  subject,  and  recommend  a course  of  policy  in 
accordance  with  his  opinions  as  above  expressed. 

In  my  next  I propose  to  consider  the  effect  of  a 
“reciprocative  and  retaliative”  system  of  duties  upon 
the  currency  and  financial  affairs  of  our  country. 

Commence. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Worcester  district  congressional  election.  1 he 
votes  for  member  of  congress  in  the  filth  congres- 
sional district  were  yesterday  counted  by  the  gover- 
nor and  council. 


The  whole  number  of  votes  was 

5,362 

Necessary  for  a choice 

2,682 

Charles  Hudson  had 

3,099 

Isaac  Davis 

1,782 

Cyrus  P.  Grosvenor 

333 

Nathaniel  Wood 

94 

Others 

54 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  hon.  Charles  Hudson  is 
elected  by  a majority  of  836  votes. 

The  Western  rail  road.  Twenty-eight  miles  to 
Chester,  next  beyond  Springfield,  will  be  opened 
for  travel  next  week,  making  (with  12  miles  open- 
ed 4th  inst.  from  Pittsfield  onward),  forty  miles  in 
use  since  the  4th  inst.  Thus  will  the  travelling  by 
coach  between  Boston  and  Hudson  city,  on  Hudson 
river,  be  reduced  to  22  miles.  [Host.  Trans. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  met  at  Newport 
on  Wednesday  last,  and  the  government  was  orga- 
nized under  the  recent  election.  The  hon.  Heniy 
Y.  Cranston  was  nominated  for  re-election  as  spea- 
ker, but  declined  the  honor,  and  Charles  Jackson, 
esq.  of  Providence,  was  chosen.  The  votes  were 
counted,  and  gov.  King,  lieut.gov.  Dimon,  and  the 
whole  whig  ticket  were  declared  elected.  Gov. 
King  was  absent,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his 
wife.  It  is  not  customary  in  Rhode  Island  for  the 
governor  to  deliver  a speech  or  message  on  his  in- 
auguration, or  on  the  opening  of  the  session. 

On  Thursday  the  committee  appointed  to  count 
the  votes  for  members  of  congress,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted.  That  the  whole 
number  of  electors  voting  was  2,725;  necessary  for 
a choice  1,303;  that  Robert  B.  Cranston  received 
2,516;  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  2,486,  and  that  they 
were  elected.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  Bristol 
county,  the  clerk  and  the  sheriff,  were  re-elected. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  annual  session  of  the  legislature  commenced 
at  Harford  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  instant.  Hon. 
Samuel  C.  Selden  was  elected  president  pro  tem. 
of  the  senate,  and  C.  J.  McCurdy,  speaker  of  the 
house.  The  house  adopted  the  principle  of  choos- 
ing its  clerks  beyond  its  own  body,  leaving  the 
members  untrammeled  in  their  representative  func- 
tions by  extra  legislative  duties. 

The  message  of  governor  Ellsworth  is  a concise 
and  satisfactory  document.  He  expresses  himself 
strongly  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff.  Of  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  state  he  gives  a good  account. 
She  owes  “no  man  any  thing,”  and  has  a school 
fund  of  $2,000, 000,  yielding  an  annual  income  of 
$113,000.  The  annual  expenses  of  the  common- 
wealth do  not  exceed  $80,000.  Over  legislation  is 
an  evil  under  which  Connecticut  does  not  seem  to 
labor,  since  all  her  public  statutes,  enacted  during 
a period  of  two  hundred  years,  are  contained  in  one 
volume.  The  militia  force  is  40,000  men. 

Altogether  the  state  appears  to  be  in  a most  en- 
viable condition.  [Star. 

Election. — Official  canvass. 

New  London  county. 

1841.  1840. 


Towns. 

Nicoll.  Ellsworth. 

V.  B. 

H. 

New  London 

334 

382 

383 

420 

Norwich 

338 

525 

493 

666 

Bozrah 

68 

98 

82 

109 

Colchester 

139 

187 

134 

219 

East  Lyme 

80 

98 

89 

132 

Franklin 

87 

101 

89 

104 

Griswold 

67 

151 

36 

176 

Groton 

199 

128 

211 

191 

Lebanon 

216 

196 

220 

217 

Ledyard 

155 

142 

165 

151 

Lisbon 

97 

99 

109 

111 

Lyme 

114 

205 

181 

249 

Montville 

73 

165 

99 

193 

North  Stonington 

186 

134 

237 

146 

Preston 

176 

134 

100 

154 

Salem 

64 

89 

73 

90 

Stonington 

143 

302 

202 

252 

Waterford 

140 

95 

194 

135 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,617  3,241 

Hartford  county. 

3,148 

4,815 

Hartford 

544 

1,220 

766 

1,549 

Avon 

31 

129 

35 

150 

Berlin 

265 

290 

301 

366 

Bristol 

156 

250 

186 

297 

Burlington 

91 

117 

93 

141 

Bloomfield 

89 

113 

100 

121 

Canton 

100 

209 

101 

223 

East  Hartford 

222 

231 

234 

259 

East  Windsor 

165 

350 

225 

433 

Enfield 

95 

232 

150 

273 

Farmington 

116 

185 

120 

22S 

Glaslenbury  . 

276 

186 

344 

226 

Granby 

194 

247 

252 

284 

Hartland 

99 

77 

120 

87 

Manchester 

127 

173 

145 

208 

Marlborough 

75 

82 

88 

87 

Simsbury 

178 

186 

198 

191 

Southington 

192 

186 

197 

200 

Suffield 

259 

243 

314 

289 

Wethersfield 

266 

296 

282 

242 

Windsor 

210 

192 

244 

242 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

3,860  5,194 

New  Haven  county. 

4,496 

6,216 

New  Haven 

625 

1,215 

841 

1,407 

Belhany 

235 

68 

167 

81 

Branford 

148 

88 

177 

90 

Cheshire 

161 

190 

153 

190 

Derby 

224 

271 

255 

410 

East  Haven 

72 

161 

89 

179 

Guilford 

150 

238 

214 

268 

Hamden 

149 

100 

210 

105 

Madison 

131 

179 

141 

199 

Meriden 

184 

156 

216 

177 

Middlebury 

32 

163 

42 

108 

Milford 

52 

315 

64 

40S 

North  Branford 

94 

93 

100 

114 

North  Haven 

147 

150 

162 

167 

Orange 

28 

114 

67 

132 

Oxford 

172 

155 

171 

167 

Prospect 

61 

58 

47 

73 

Southbury 

136 

117 

149 

140 

Wallingford 

208 

174 

221 

197 

Waterbury 

303 

393 

370 

404 

Wood  bridge 

63 

110 

69 

113 

3,336  4,520 

Fairfield  county. 

4,012 

5,100 

Fairfield 

117 

247 

164 

339 

Danbury 

386 

426 

429 

470 

Bridgeport 

278 

392 

280 

464 

Brookfield 

152 

133 

156 

147 

Darien 

44 

94 

63 

116 

Greenwich 

282 

248 

337 

309 

Huntington 

135 

114 

145 

120 

Monroe 

162 

87 

172 

85 

New  Canaan 

185 

185 

120 

231 

New  Fairfield 

96 

94 

98 

94 

Newtown 

210 

275 

277 

308 

Norwalk 

114 

326 

199 

426 

Reading 

110 

154 

130 

201 

Ridgefield 

106 

214 

144 

255 

•Stamford 

167 

305 

221 

382 

Sherman 

105 

46 

111 

54 

Stratford 

127 

161 

125 

199 

Trumbull 

129 

142 

114 

145 

Weston 

181 

129 

197 

164 

Wilton 

74 

168 

119 

209 

Westport 

113 

139 

140 

152 

3,282 

Windham 

4,079 

county. 

3,862 

1,871 

Brooklyn 

82 

150 

110 

174 

Ashford 

166 

310 

186 

284 

Canterbury 

91 

163 

99 

191 

Chaplin 

51 

87 

68 

90 

Ham  pton 

119 

97 

137 

86 

Killingly 

216 

285 

259 

342 

Plainfield 

, 169 

196 

180 

185 

Pomfret 

92 

168 

120 

207 

Sterling 

91 

100 

97 

120 

Thompson 

177 

295 

255 

368 

Vol  tin  town 

104 

249 

321 

303 

Woodstock 

165 

275 

226 

362 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1,807 

2,343 

2,188 

2,790 

Litchfield  county. 


Litchfield 

354 

436 

386 

477 

Barkhamsted 

101 

165 

119 

199 

Betnlem 

92 

72 

75 

S3 

Canaan 

182 

189 

266 

209 

Colebrook 

117 

88 

130 

103 

Cornwall 

154 

173 

166 

202 

Goshen 

71 

165 

96 

192 

Harwinton 

64 

143 

82 

156 

Kent 

167 

189 

175 

210 

New  Hartford 

76 

175 

98 

241 

New  Milford 

299 

375 

416 

427 

Norfolk 

89 

145 

109 

166 

Plymouth 

177 

212 

209 

259 

Roxbury 

116 

84 

122 

83 

Salsbu  ry 

203 

198 

247 

219 

Sharon 

226 

280 

232 

243 

Torrington 

85 

194 

130 

226 

Washington 

144 

158 

173 

182 

Watertown 

87 

168 

97 

190 

Winchester 

137 

170 

173 

196 

Woodbury 

194 

181 

229 

180 



— 

— 

— 

3,511 

2,996 

3,796 

4,542 

Tolland  county. 


Tolland 

118 

130 

129 

152 

Bolton 

89 

61 

91 

73 

Columbia 

64 

57 

106 

63 

Coventry 

152 

285 

166 

228 

Ellington 

82 

134 

61 

152 

Hebron 

112 

159 

140 

198 

Mansfield 

147 

184 

162 

234 

Somers 

218 

268 

243 

282 

Union 

65 

74 

78 

71 

Vernon 

72 

188 

78 

220 

Wilmington 

93 

126 

95 

154 

1,372 

1,734  1,509 

1,991 

Middlesex 

county. 

Middletown 

563 

499 

622 

633 

Chatham 

302 

185 

359 

229 

Chester 

107 

57 

111 

85 

Clinton 

58 

125 

77 

149 

Durham 

129 

121 

138 

131 

East  Haddam 

182 

220 

210 

262 

Haddam 

241 

210 

272 

245 

Lillingworth 

137 

63 

161 

71 

Say  brook 

126 

287 

249 

346 

Westbrook 

59 

110 

76 

121 

1,903 

1,879  2,275 

2,276 

Recapitulation , 

NicholL  Ellsworth. 

New  London  county 

2,617 

3,241 

Hartford 

<1 

3,860 

5,194 

New  Haven 

<c 

3,336 

4,520 

Fairfield 

ft 

3,282 

4,079 

Windham 

ft 

1,807 

2,343 

Litchfield 

ft 

3,211 

3,996 

Middlesex 

“ 

1,903 

1,879 

Tolland 

ft 

1,372 

1,734 

21,388 

26.986 

Scattering 

463 

21,851 

Ellsworth’s 

majority 

5,135 

For  lieutenant  governor. 

Charles  Hawley  26,SS2 

Benjamin  Pinney  21,373 

Scattering  529 — 21,902 


Hawley’s  majority  4,930 

For  treasurer. 

Hiram  Rider  26,898 

Edwin  Benjamin  *21,372 

Scattering  889 — 22,261 


Rider’s  majority 

For  secretary. 

Royal  R.  Hinman 
Robinson  S.  Hinman 
Scattering 


4,637 


26,867 

21,328 

526—21,854 


R.  R.  Hinman’a  majority 

For  comptroller. 

Henry  Kilbourn 
John  DeWitt 
Scattering 


5,013 


26,958 

21,370 

481—21,851 


Kilbourn’s  majority 

Members  of  congress. - 
oseph  Trumbull 
rhomas  H.  Seymour 
Scattering 


-Hartford  county. 

3,867 

67- 


5,107 

5,142 


Trumbull’s  majority 

New  Haven  and  Middlesex  counties. 
Wm.  W.  Boardman 

Charles  A.  Ingersotl  5,234 

Scattering  245- 


-3,934 


1,208 

6,225 

-5,477 


Boardman’s  majority 

New  London  county. 
Thomas  W.  Williams 
Erastus  Coit 
Scattering 


748 


3,230 

2,565 

17—2,582 


Williams’  majority 

Fairfield  county. 
Thomas  B.  Osborn 
Wm.  S.  Pomeroy 
Scattering 


648 


4,089 

3,269 

18—3,287 


Osborn’s  majority 

Litchfield  county. 

Truman  Smith 
John  C.  Smith,  jr. 

Scattering 


792 


3,993 

3,157 

58—3,315 


T.  Smith’s  majority  778 


*Four  hundred  and  five  of  these  votes  were  thrown 
out  by  the  board  of  canvassers,  the  name  being  spelled 
wrong.  As  these  were  intended  for  Mr.  Benjamin, 
we  add  them,  thus  showing  his  correct  vote. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  22,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


187 


Windham  and  Tolland  counties. 

J.  H.  Brockway  4,121 

Chauncey  F.  Cleveland  3,076 

Scattering  106 — 3,182 


Brockway’s  majority  930 

NEW  YORK. 

Trade.  According  to  Hunt’s  Merchant’s  Maga- 
zine, the  amount  of  capital  in  the  state  invested 
in  foreign  trade,  is  $48,808,401.  The  number  of 
retail  dry  goods,  groceries  and  other  stores  in  the 
state  is  12,063,  with  a capitol  of  $41,481,551. 

The  total  number  of  commercial  houses  in  the 
stale  of  New  York  engaged  in  foreign  trade  is  459, 
of  which  417  are  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  total  number  of  commission  houses  in  the 
state  of  New  York  is  1,049,  ol  which  918  are  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 

Agriculture.  The  legislature  of  New  York  has 
made  the  judicious  appropriation  of  $8,000  a year 
for  five  years,  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and 
household  manufactures  in  that  state.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  officers  of  the  state  and  county  agri- 
cultural societies  to  regulate  and  award  premiums 
on  such  articles  as  are  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  agricultural  and  household  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  state  giving  the  reward  for  the  most 
economical  or  profitable  mode  of  competition.  An 
accurate  written  description  of  the  whole  process 
in  raising  the  crop,  or  feeding  the  animal,  as  may 
be,  is  to  be  given  by  the  person  claiming  the  re- 
ward. 

The  patroon  case.  Every  reader  of  the  newspa- 
pers will  recollect  something  of  the  controversy 
between  the  heirs  of  the  late  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  his  tenants,  so  high  was  the  excitement, 
and  so  great  were  the  rights  and  interests  involved 
in  the  question  that  commissioners  were  appointed 
by  the  governor  of  New  York  to  investigate  the 
subject  and  if  possible  to  adjust  the  difficulties. 
The  following,  from  tire  Troy  Whig  i3  the  clearest 
and  the  most  comprehensive  account  of  the  subject 
that  we  have  seen. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  effect  a set- 
tlement of  the  disputes  existing  between  the  land- 
lord and  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyclc. 

Hugh  Maxwell  ami  Gary  V.  Sackett  having  been 
appointed  by  the  governor,  commissioners  for  the 
above  purpose,  entered  upon  their  duties  during  the 
last  summer,  and  visited  the  western  towns  within 
the  manor,  where  disputes  between  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  his  tenants  had  existed,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  information  necessary  to  a proper  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  in  regard  to  the  state,  the  ten- 
ants and  the  landlord. 

The  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  is  about  twenty- 
four  miles  in  length  from  Barn  Island  in  the  Hud- 
son to  the  Cohoes  falls,  and  extends  east  and  west 
from  the  Hudson  river  each  way,  twenty-four  miles, 
excepting  an  extent  of  land  one  mile  wide  and  six- 
teen miles  long  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and 
including  the  greater  part  of  the  city  of  Albany; 
and  also  excepting  the  land  on  which  the  city  of 
Troy  stands  and  those  portions  of  the  counties  of 
Albany  and  Rensselaer  of  which  the  fee  simple  has 
been  surrendered.  The  tract  which  now  consti- 
tutes the  manor  was  purchased  by  Killian  Van 
Rensselaer  of  the  Indians  during  the  several  years 
extending  from  1630  to  1637,  under  the  sanction  of 
a charter  granted  by  the  states  general.  After  the 
conquest  of  the  province  of  New  York  by  the  En- 
glish, a new  charter  was  granted  by  queen  Anne  to 
Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  the  then  patroon,  in  the 
year  1704.  The  charter  conferred  upon  the  pa- 
troon the  right  to  hold  a court  leet  and  court  baron, 
to  receive  all  fines,  issues  and  amercements  at  such 
courts  and  at  the  assizes  of  oyer  and  terminer  to  is- 
sue writs,  distrain  for  rent,  and  exercise  all  other 
powers  granted  to  lords  of  the  manor  under  the  En- 
glish law. 

The  American  revolution  left  the  proprietor  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a fee  simple  in  the  manor,  but 
stripped  him  of  his  baronial  rights  and  privileges. 

In  1785,  the  manor  came  into  the  possession  of 
the  late  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  who  found  a large 
portion  of  it  unoccupied  and  unimproved.  But  by 
the  use  of  liberal  and  judicious  measures,  he  had 
the  gratification  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  of  his  ac- 
tive life,  to  see  the  manor  settled,  occupied  and  im- 
proved by  an  industrious,  enterprising  and  intelli- 
gent population. 

The  policy  which  the  patron  adopted  was  to  grant 
perpetual  leases  of  his  land,  in  quantities  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  each,  with  a reservation 
to  the  proprietor  of  all  mines,  minerals,  steams  of 
water — such  fire  wood  and  timber  as  the  proprietor 
should  find  necessary  for  building  or  repairing  mills 
and  mining  operations:  also  the  right  of  egress, 
way  and  passage,  and  the  liberty  to  lay  out  roads 
in  any  part  of  the  land;  the  tenant  was  likewise 
bound  to  pay  to  the  proprietor,  a yearly  rent  in 


wheat,  and  also  to  deliver  annually  at  the  manor 
house  four  fat  fowls,  and  to  render  one  day’s  ser- 
vice with  his  wagon  and  horses;  also  to  pay  all  taxes 
and  assessments  upon  the  land. 

There  was  also  reserved  a certain  portion  of  the 
consideration  money  upon  every  alienation  of  the 
estate,  otherwise  than  by  devise  or  last  will  and  tes- 
tament; and  there  was  a covenant  that  the  tenant 
should  pay  such  proportion  of  the  price  obtained  at 
any  sale.  This  right  or  claim  is  usually  termed 
quarter  sales. 

On  account  of  the  indulgent  disposition,  how 
ever,  of  the  late  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  many  of 
his  tenants  became  remiss  and  negligent  in  the  pay- 
ment of  their  rents,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
rents  in  arrears  exceeded  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  present  patroon  ol  that  portion  of  the  manor 
which  lies  in  Albany  county,  having  urged  the 
payment  of  these  arrears  upon  his  tenants,  having, 
moreover,  insisted  upon  the  performance  of  certain 
provisions  of  their  leases  onerous  in  themselves, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
has  became  involved  in  serious  disputes  with  a 
large  portion  of  them.  To  settle  these  disputes, 
commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  governor, 
with  the  authority  of  the  legislature;  from  whose 
report  we  learn  that  general  Van  Rensselaer  re- 
quires the  payment  of  all  arrears  to  be  made  by 
the  1st  of  March  next,  with  interest  from  the  late 
patroon’s  death;  and  if  the  whole  cannot  be  paid 
by  that  day,  an  acknowledgment  to  be  given  of 
the  balance,  to  be  paid  at  a reasonable  time  there- 
after. 

In  cases  of  utter  inability,  poverty,  misfortune, 
&c.  the  settlement  of  the  arrears  to  be  in  confor- 
mity with  the  provisions  of  the  late  patroon’s  will. 

If  the  arrears  of  rent  are  thus  settled,  he  will  re- 
lease the  quarter  sale  on  a farm  for  $30. 

He  will  consent  to  receive  a money  rent  of  $30 
for  a farm  yielding  22|  bushels  of  wheat,  one  day’s 
service  and  four  fowls. 

He  w'lll  release  the  water  privileges  for  a reason- 
able price. 

If  all  arrears  of  rent  are  paid  he  will  release  all 
his  interest  in  any  farm  for  $4  an  acre,  payable  one- 
fifth  in  hand,  and  the  remainder  in  four  equal  annu- 
al instalments  with  lawful  interest  to  be  paid  annu- 
ally; to  be  secured  by  a bond  and  mortgage  on  the 
pre  mises. 

The  preceding  terms  are  only  intended  to  include 
the  town3  of  Rensselaerville,  Bern,  Westerloo  and 
Knox. 

In  reply  to  these  terms  the  tenants  submitted  the 
following  proposition;  that  the  rent  in  wheat  be 
valued  at  one  dollar  per  bushel,  and  all  restrictions 
be  taken  off;  and  that  the  tenants  have  the  privi- 
lege of  purchasing  the  fee  at  a sum,  at  seven  per 
cent,  interest,  which  would  amount  to  a given  num- 
ber of  bushels  of  wheat.  Meaning  thereby,  to  pay 
for  160  acres  of  land  (being  the  sizes  generally  of 
the  farms  for  which  they  pay  22^  bushels  of  wheat) 
$321  42;  or  about  $3  per  acre. 

In  this  situation  do  the  affairs  of  the  landlord  and 
his  tenants  remain  at  present.  The  commissioners 
say  they  “have  thought  they  should  best  perform 
their  duty  to  the  parties  and  to  the  public,  by  sus- 
pending the  interference  for  the  present,  and  until 
some  indication  shall  appear  of  a disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  landlord  or  that  of  the  tenants,  to  recon- 
sider the  terms  submitted,  and  approximate  to- 
wards those  offered  by  the  other  party.  The  dis- 
position manifested  by  a great  majority  of  Ihe  ten- 
ants, induces  us  to  hope  that  finally  a settlement 
will  be  effected  between  them  and  the  landlord. 
The  interest  of  the  landlord,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
tenants,  will  be  most  advantageously  secured  by 
mutual  concession  and  compromise.” 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Census.  We  have  been  favored  this  morning  by 
general  Darcy,  the  United  States  marshal  for  this 
district,  with  the  following  table  of  the  corrected 
returns  of  the  census  of  this  state,  by  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  population  of  N.  Jersey  is  374,462. 
The  first  returns  of  the  deputy  marshals  appear  to 
have  been  remarkably  accurale: 
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Bergen  co. 

14,379 

Hunteidon, 

24,789 

Hudson, 

9,483 

Mercer, 

21.502 

Essex, 

44,621 

Monmouth, 

32,909 

Passsaic, 

16,734 

Burlington, 

32,8.31 

Morris, 

25,844 

Gloucester, 

25,438 

Warren, 

20.366 

Atlantic, 

8,726 

Sussex, 

21,770 

Salem, 

16,024 

Somerset, 

17,455 

Cumberland, 

14,374 

Middlesex, 

21,893 

Cape  May 

5,324 

374,462 

Returns  of  the  marshal’s  assistants,  874,445 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

Congressional  candidate.  The  Van  Buren  con- 
vention which  met  lor  that  purpose  at  Uniontown, 
Pensylvania,  on  the  8th  instant,  nominated  gen. 
H.  VV.  Beeson,  as  a candidate  for  congress  in  place 
of  Enos  Hook,  resigned. 

Charles  Ogle,  member  of  congress,  died  on  the 
16th  inst.  at  his  residence  in  Somerset,  Penn,  of 
consumption. 

The  relief  bill.  We  have  been  informed  that  the 
following  banks  have  refused  to  accept  the  “relief 
bill,”  viz: — Philadelphia,  Commercial,  North  Ame- 
rica, Western  and  Southwark.  [ Pennsylvanian . 

The  revenue  and  improvement  bill.  The  motives 
of  the  democratic  members  of  the  legislature,  who 
voted,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  adjournment,  for  the 
bill,  an  act  to  provide  revenue  to  meet  the  demands 
on  the  treasury,  and  for  other  purposes,  having 
been  most  grossly  impugned  in  the  Philadelphia 
Spirit  of  the  Times,  of  yesterday,  (no  doubt  Iroin 
erroneous  information)  several  of  the  political 
friends  of  those  members,  who  know  that  they  act- 
ed from  the  purest  motives,  and  with  no  intention 
of  abandoning  the  piinciples  of  their  party,  deem 
it  proper  that  the  reasons  for  their  votes,  which  has 
been  placed  upon  the  journals  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, should  be  laid  immediately  before 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  This  course  has  been 
adopted  without  any  consultation  with  the  mem- 
bers alluded  to,  as  they  have  left  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. “Strike,  but  hear  me,”  is  a motto  pe- 
culiarly applicable  in  the  present  instance,  arid  one 
which,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
casp,  will  forcibly  address  itself  to  every  patriotic 
democrat  of  Pennsylvania. 

Extract  from  the  journals  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, Tuesday,  May  4,  1841. 

Having  voted  in  the  affirmative  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  act  entitled,  “an  act  to  provide  reve- 
nue to  meet  the  demands  on  the  treasury,  and  for 
other  purposes,”  we  respectfully  ask  leave  to  enter 
on  the  journals  of  the  house  the  reasons  for  having 
so  voted. 

It  ha3  been  our  anxious  desire  throughout  the 
session  to  obtain  the  passage  of  such  a bill  to  meet 
the  public  exigencies,  as  would  accord  with  the 
views  of  our  immediate  constituents,  and  carryout 
the  policy  which  has  for  many  years  been  contend- 
ed for  by  the  party  to  which  we  belong.  The  jour- 
nals of  the  house  will  bear  evidence  that  such  has 
been  our  course  of  conduct  on  every  bill  which  has 
been  presented  this  session  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means  to  maintain  the  honor  and  credit  of  Penn- 
sylvania. But  being  in  a minority,  our  views  and 
wishes  have  been  frustrated  by  the  power  of  a ma- 
jority, entertaining  different  opinions  of  public  po- 
licy from  those  which  we  have  always  cherished. 
In  this  emergency  no  other  alternative  was  pre- 
sented to  us,  than  to  permit  the  legislature  to  ad- 
journ without  the  passage  of  any  measure  to  sus- 
tain the  plighted  faith  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
to  prevent  a portion  of  her  citizens,  to  whom  she  is 
indebted  from  being  reduced  to  a state  of  beggary, 
or  to  vote  for  the  bill  which  has  just  become  a law. 
In  adopting  this  latter  alternative,  we  have  not 
abandoned  any  of  the  principles  upon  which  we 
were  elected.  We  have  been  governed  solely  by 
our  solemn  convictions  of  public  duty.  We  have 
been  willing  in  a patriotic  spirit  of  conciliation  to 
make  such  a compromise  with  our  opponents  on 
this  floor  as  were  justified  by  the  deplorable  state 
of  the  public  treasury.  The  executive  with  whom 
it  is  our  pride  to  act,  had  pointed  out  in  his  most 
excellent  veto  message,  the  ground  upon  which  lie 
was  willing  to  meet  the  majority  of  the  legislature. 
But  that  majority  having  the  power  in  their  own 
hands,  were  unwilling  to  relinquish  it,  and  exhibit- 
ed their  determination  to  reject  any  modification  of 
the  bill  which  would  give  it  even  the  coloring  of  a 
compromise;  and  the  evidence  was  too  clear  to  be 
resisted,  ‘that  the  question  was  narrowed  down 
either  to  pass  ttie  bill  for  which  w’e  voted,  or  to 
leave  the  treasury  bankrupt,  the  credit  of  the  state 
tarnished,  and  a large  portion  of  our  meritorious 
fellow  citizens,  who  had  relied  upon  her  solemn 
faith  for  the  liquidation  of  their  demands  to  utter 
ruin.  In  this  emergency,  without  the  numerical 
strength  to  adapt  the  bill  to  our  views,  or  to  the 
views  of  those  w’hom  we  more  immediately  repre- 
sent, we  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  as  representatives  of 
a people  who  have  felt  proud  of  the  character 
which  they  have  hitherto  borne  for  private  and  pub- 
lic integrity,  to  make  a temporary  sacrifice  of  many 
of  our  preconceived  opinions.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  we  have  been 
strenuously  opposing  the  objectionable  features  of 
this  bill — we  have  used  all  our  energies  to  obtain 

one  more  in  consonance  with  our  own  opinions 

we  have  entreated  the  majority  to  meet  us  upon 
terms  of  a fair  compromise — but  our  opposition 
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and  our  entreaties  have  been  of  no  avail.  Our  op- 
ponents, knowing  their  strength,  seemed  determin- 
ed to  exercise  it.  We  thus,  within  a lew  hours  of 
the  final  adjournment,  saw  that  the  public  credit  of 
the  state  must  be  dishonored— the  public  creditors, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  deprived  of  every  pros- 
pect of  receiving  their  just  claims,  unless  this  ob- 
jectionable bill  should  become  a law.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  path  of  public  duty  was  plain 
to  us.  Sooner  than  see  our  treasury  bankrupt — 
sooner  than  see  the  credit  of  our  beloved  Pennsyl- 
vania dishonored — sooner  than  witness  the  utter 
ruin  which  would  inevitably  visit  the  firesides  of 
so  many  of  our  domestic  creditors — sooner  than 
permit  the  war-worn  veterans  of  the  revolution  to 
beg  their  daily  bread  for  the  want  of  the  pensions 
which  had  been  granted  them  as  a small  recom- 
pense for  their  glorious  deeds — sooner  than  see  our 
enlightened  common  school  system  crippled  for  the 
want  of  funds — sooner  than  hear  the  wailings  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  who  look  either  to  the 
justice  or  the  bounty  of  the  state  for  their  subsis- 
tence— sooner,  in  short,  than  behold  the  common- 
wealth become  a by-word  and  reproach  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  we  reluctantly  waived  our  ob- 
jections to  the  bills  and  voted  lor  it.  Having  done 
so,  we  have  only  to  look  to  the  rectitude  of  our  in- 
tentions, to  the  immediate,  nay,  the  permanent 
consequences  of  the  act,  and  to  the,  as  yet,  unsulli- 
ed honor  of  Pennsylvania,  as  justification  to  those 
whom  we  had  the  honor  to  represent. 


George  Boal, 

Joseph  Douglass, 
Andrew  Cortright, 
Daniel  Snyder, 

F.  Lusk, 

Gaylord  Church. 


H.  B.  Wright, 

James  L.  Gillis, 

James  Gamble, 

John  Weaver, 

John  May, 

Alex.  Holeman, 

J.  C.  Horton, 

Harrisburg,  May  4,  1841. 

Business  convention.  The  call  which  has  been 
made  lor  a convention  of  business  men,  to  be  held 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  25th  of  May, 
appears  to  be  well  responded  to  in  various  parts  of 
that  state.  It  is  therefore,  probable,  from  present 
signs,  that  the  proposed  convention  will  be  large- 
ly attended,  by  the  active  business  men,  (of  all 
branches),  in  the  key  stone  state.  The  effect  of 
this  gathering  will  be  so  far  at  least  salutary,  that 
it  will  tend  to  soften  the  asperities  of  political  par- 
ty, and  to  produce  a Pennsylvania  feeling — in  like 
manner  as  great  meetings  of  the  people,  without 
distinction  of  party,  in  reference  to  national  sub- 
jects or  events,  tend  to  produce  an  American  feel- 
ing. All  that  thus  tends,  should  be  cultivated;  for 
the  error  and  tendency  of  the  day,  are  rather  to  an 
opposite  result. 

Improvements.  The  Philadelphia  National  Ga- 
zette has  the  following  statement  founded  on  the 
statistics  furnished  by  the  auditor  general  exhibit- 
ing the  expenditure  and  revenue  of  the  finished 
lines  of  canal  and  rail  road  in  the  state. 

“When  a man’s  living  exceeds  his  income,  he  is 
generally  considered  in  the  high  road  to  beggary. 
A community  from  like  causes  must  experience 
like  effects.  The  state  of  Pennsylvania  is  on  the 
high  road  to  beggary.  Or,  what  is  worse  she  has 
been  spending  more  than  her  earnings,  and  has  beg- 
ged until  her  story  has  become  stale,  and  no  sensi- 
ble person  will  give  her  a sous.  The  precious  truth 
is  just  revealed,  and  all  the  public  works  of  the 
stale  yield  a less  aggregate  sum  per  annum  under 
this  present  administration,  than  is  required  to  use 
them  and  keep  them  in  repair.  In  homely  phrase, 
they  cost  more  than  they  come  to  by  about  half  a 
million  of  dollars  a year.” 

The  total  revenue  from  the  state’s  w-orks  of  in- 
ternal improvement  is  put  down  at  $6,181,624  81; 
the  total  expenditure  to  keep  them  in  use  and  in 
proper  repair  is  $6,694,206  80 — showing  a differ- 
ence of  more  than  half  a million  against  the  state. 

The  intervention  of  the  Portage  rail  road  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  works,  interrupting 
a direct  water  communication  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg,  i3  a great  obstacle  to  the  profit- 
able trade  of  the  principal  canal.  If  the  same  boat 
starting  at  Pittsburg  could  run  all  the  way  through, 
the  transportation  on  the  canal  would  be  open  to  in- 
dividual enterprise  as  it  is  on  the  great  Erie  canal  of 
New  York,  and  the  cost  would  be  greatly  reduced 
below  the  rates  now  charged  by  transportation  com- 
panies who  are  obliged  to  keep  up  large  and  sepa- 
rate establishments  on  each  side  of  the  Portage. — 
The  consequence  would  be  that  the  trade  of  the 
west  would  flow  from  Pittsburg  towards  the  east 
with  a steadily  increasing  current,  and  the  revenues 
of  Pennsylvania  from  this  portion  of  the  works 
would  be  greatly  increased. 

The  canals  along  the  western  and  north  branches 
of  the  Susquehanna  had  no  convenient  outlet  until 
the  completion  of  the  tide  water  canal,  which  unit- 
ed them  with  the  Chesapeake.  It  may  be  confi- 


dently expected  that  the  revenues  from  these  im- 
provements will  be  augmented  from  year  to  year 
for  a long  time  to  come.  The  chief  difficulty  which 
prevents  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  from  reaping  a 
rich  return  from  her  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments is  to  be  found  in  the  obstruction  of  the  Al- 
legheny ridge  now  crossed  by  the  Portage  rail  road, 
and  interrupting  a water  communication  between 
Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia  [Baltimore  Hme. 
Statement  of  the  cost,  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the 
several  finished  lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals 
and  rail  roads. 
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Important  legal  decision.  The  Philadelphia  Led- 
ger states  that  it  was  on  Saturday  decided  by  the 
judges  of  the  district  court,  for  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  in  the  case  of  Croft  vs.  Reiff, 
that  in  a case  where  a check  drawn  payable  to 
bearer,  and  loaned  by  the  drawer  to  the  payer  for 
his  accommodation,  and  by  the  payer  passed  to  a 
third  party,  in  payment  of  a bona  fide  debt,  the 
holder  could  not  recover  thereon. 

Lockhart,  vs.  Bank  of  the  U.  Stales.  Judge  Ran- 
dall gave  his  opinion  in  this  case,  on  Saturday  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas.  He  decided  against  the 
forfeiture  of  the  bank’s  charter  on  the  ground  that 
the  same  persons  should  hold  the  notes  at  the  time 
ol  the  proceeding  who  held  them  at  their  first  pre- 
sentation and  refusal  of  payment.  [Penns. 

MARYLAND. 

The  congressional  election  took  place  on  Monday 
the  17th  instant.  Of  the  eight  representatives  from 
this  state  in  the  last  congress,  five  were  Van  Buren 
and  three  whigs.  It  is  ascertained  that  in  the  en- 
suing congress  there  will  be  six  whigs  and  two 
Van  Buren  representatives  from  Maryland. 

In  the  first  district  it  is  yet  uncertain  whether 
Isaac  D.  Jones  nr  T.  S.  Cottman  is  elected — both 
are  whigs.  No  V.  B.  candidate. 

2d  district — J.  A.  Pearce  (whig)  is  elected  with 
out  opposition. 


^Estimated,  though  from  such  data  as  not  materially 
to  vary  the  result  from  the  true  amount. 


3d  district.  Jas.  W.  Williams  beats  Dr.  Orrick 
two  to  one — both  Van  Buren — no  whig  candidate. 

4th  district.  J.  P.  Kennedy  and  Alex.  Randall, 
esq.  (whigs)  are  elected  over  Gallagher  and  Mur- 
ray, (V.  B.)  average  whig  majority  101. 

. 5th  district — Win.  Cost  Johnson,  esq.  re-elected 
by  a large  majority  over  col.  Kimmall.  No  Van 
Buren  candidate. 

6th  district — John  Thompson  Mason,  (V.  B.) 
elected  over  E.  A.  Lynch,  (whig). 

7th  district — Augustus  R.  Sollars,  (whig),  elect- 
ed without  opposition. 

Secretary  of  stale.  The  governor  has  appointed 
Thomas  Wright,  3d,  esq.  of  Queen  Ann’s  county, 
to  be  secretary  ot  state,  vice  James  Murray,  esq.  re- 
signed. 

Lottery  law  case.  Baltimore  county  court.  State 
of  Maryland,  vs.  Edward  P.  Roberts,  Emory  & Co. 
and  others.  This  being  one  of  a seties  of  prosecu- 
tions, set  on  foot  by  the  state  lottery  commissioners 
against  the  apellees,  fur  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
lottery  laws  of  Maryland,  in  selling  town  ball  lot- 
tery tickets  without  license,  having  been  ably  ar- 
gued by  counsel,  was  decided  by  the  court  in  favor 
of  the  apellees.  The  question  involved  being  of 
great  importance,  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  given 
at  length.  It  determined — 

1st.  That  the  town  hall  lottery  commissioners, 
under  Iheir  grant,  had  the  undoubted  right  to  sell 
their  tickets  without  license. 

2d.  That  having  such  power,  they  could  confer 
it  upon  agents,  legitimately  employed  tor  selling 
their  tickets. 

3d.  That  the  existing  contracts  made  by  them 
with  those  whom  they  authorised  to  sell  their  tickets, 
were  clearly  contracts  of  agency  within  their  power, 
and  as  such  the  apellees,  and  others  similarly 
situate,  were  not  bound  to  take  out  licenses. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  was  elaborate,  and  co- 
vered all  the  points  raised  in  the  case,  and  thorough- 
ly decided  them  in  favor  of  the  town  1) all  commis- 
sioners. An  end  is  thus  put  to  a hitherto  much 
vexed  controversy. 

Counsel  for  the  state,  J.  Nevett  Steele,  state’s  at- 
torne}7,  Wnt.  Schley  and  J V.  L.  McMahon;  for 
the  apellees,  R.  Johnson  and  Charles  F.  Mayer. 

[ Baltimore.  Patriot. 

The  Susquehanna  rail  road  has  proved  itself  a 
most  efficient  and  important  medium  of  transporta- 
tion between  Baltimore  and  Pittsburg.  We  learn 
from  the  Commercial  Journal  that  the  five  transpor- 
tation lines  whose  operations  are  conducted  on  this 
road  and  the  Pennsylvania  works,  have  conveyed 
the  following  amount  of  merchandise  and  produce 
from  the  16th  March  to  the  1st  instant: 

From  Baltimore,  lbs.  1,274,317:  or  tons,  637,317 

From  Pittsburg,  lbs.  1,922,765:  or  tons,  961,465 


Total,  lbs.  3,197,082  tons,  1,59S,782 

This  is  stated  to  be  exclusive  of  the  trade  on  the 
road  from  other  points;  among  which  were  cars  be- 
longing to  the  Philadelphia  and  Hagerstown  lines, 
as  well  as  others,  that  have  brought  freight  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Hagerstown  in  this  state. 

VIRGINIA. 

Geology.  Report  of  the  progress  of  the  geologi- 
cal survey  of  the  state  of  Virginia  for  the  year  1840. 
By  Wm.  B.  Rogers,  professor  of  natural  philosophy 
in  the  university  of  Virginia. 

Virginia  was  one  of  the  first  states  of  the  union 
which  ordered  a geological  survey  of  her  territory. 
The  task  was  confided  to  the  learned  professor  of 
natural  philosophy  in  her  university,  a native  of 
that  state.  The  annual  reports  to  the  legislature 
bear  ample  testimony  of  the  ability  ar.d  fidelity 
with  which  he  has  discharged  his  important  duties. 
The  operations  in  the  field  will,  it  is  stated,  be 
brought  to  a close  with  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
sent season,  and  then  will  follow  the  final  report, 
which  will  contain  accurate  descriptions  and  deli- 
neations of  the  geology  of  the  slate,  and  present  a 
complete  and  finished  picture  of  its  numerous  and 
valuable  mineral  resources. 

If  there  be  any  opponents  of  the  liberal  policy 
w hich  dictates  enterprises  of  this  kind,  their  objec- 
tions ought  to  be  silenced  by  a knowledge  of  the 
inexhaustible  sources  of  national  wealth  which  has 
been  obtained  through  the  medium  of  reports  ofgeo- 
logical  explorations.  A few  years  ago  our  most 
enlightened  statesmen  possessed  but  little  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject.  In  1790,  Mr.  Hamilton 
made  his  celebrated  report  on  manufactures.  For 
upwards  of  twenty  years  afterwards  that  document 
was  consulted  for  information  respecting  the  mine- 
ral wealth  of  the  United  Slates.  At  the  time  of  its 
publication  but  few  mines  of  coal  had  been  opened, 
and  the  value  of  the  article  nol  justly  appreciated; 
lead  was  manufactured  on  a small  scale  in  the  south- 
western pait  of  Virginia,  and  ttie  existence  of  cop- 
per scarcely  known.  At  the  present  day  ernploj7- 
ment  fora  large  portion  of  our  population  is  afforded 
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by  the  manufacture  ofsalt,  of  iron,  of  lead,  of  copper, 
and  other  metals,  and  in  mining  coal,  for  domestic 
uses  and  for  exportation.  As  arts  flourish  and  ma- 
nufactures multiply  in  proportion  to  the  abundance 
and  convenience  of  the  materials  Irorn  which  they 
are  derived,  or  by  which  they  are  supplied,  and  as 
these  have  an  intimate  connexion  with  mineral 
treasures,  certainly  that  policy  which  leads  to  a de- 
velopment of  those  treasures  must  have  its  founda- 
tion in  true  wisdom.  Nor  do  all  the  benefits  accrue 
to  arts  and  manufactures.  Agriculture  is  promoted 
by  the  discovery  of  mineral  manures  and  the  com- 
position of  soils,  a know  ledge  of  which  geology  in- 
culcates. In  no  branch  of  industry  has  more  im- 
provements been  made  than  in  agriculture,  since  an 
acquaintance  with  geology  has  been  cultivated  in 
this  country. 

The  report  which  has  led  to  these  remarks  is 
compiised  in  one  hundred  an  thirty-two  pages.  To 
give  an  outline  of  its  contents  would  swell  this 
communication  to  an  unreasonable  length.  Those 
who  wish  to  be  informed  of  its  valuable  details  will 
resort  to  the  report  itself.  But  there  is  a portion  of 
it  which  merits  a wider  circulation  than  that  of  a 
legislative  document.  I mean  the  observations  of 
professor  Rogers  upon  the  infusorial  sti alum,  of  the 
tertiary  formation,  which  he  discovered  during  the 
last  year’s  investigations.  Besides  the  novelty  ol 
the  organic  remains  which  it  includes,  this  bed  has 
a further  and  much  higher  claim  to  our  interest 
in  a scientific  point  of  view,  from  the  fact  of  its 
composing  a distinct  subdivision  ol  our  great  tertiary 
formations,  and  thus  of  age  fur  anterior  to  that  of 
the  infusorial  stratum  sparsely  found  in  some  of  the 
eastern  stales.  The  epoch  of  its  formation  is,  pro- 
bably, but  little  different  from  that  of  the  polir 
scheifer  of  Bohemia. 

Believing  that  an  extract  from  the  report  of  pro- 
fessor Rogers  will  be  acceptable  to  many  of  your 
readers,  I now  send  you  his  general  remarks  upon 
the  inlusorial  stratum,  which,  if  published  by  you, 
will  be  followed  by  another  extract  containing  a 
more  detailed  account  of  this  interesting  formation 
in  connexion  with  its  associated  beds  of  tertiary. 

WENLOCK. 

Extract  from  the  report.  The  peculiar  feature  of 
these  tertiary  beds,  in  view  of  w hich  I have  propos- 
ed devoting  to  them  a distinct  consideration,  con- 
sists of  a very  remarkable  stratum,  varying  from 
twelve  to  twenty-five  feet  in  thickness,  composed 
almost  entirely  of  microscopic  lossils  between  the 
beds  containing  the  eocene  and  those  containing 
the  ineiocene  impressions. 

This  stratum,  which  will  be  more  particularly 
desciibed  under  a subsequent  head,  giving  no  indi- 
cations to  the  naked  eye,  or  even  under  an  ordinary 
microscope,  of  its  real  composition,  was  until  re- 
cently regarded  by  me  as  nothing  more  than  a clay 
of  unusually  fine  texture,  such  as  is  not  unfrequent- 
ly  met  witti  in  the  group  of  tertiary  strata.  Nor  was 
its  true  nature  unfolded  until,  struck  by  its  remark- 
able lightness  and  its  almost  exclusively  silicious 
composition,  and  adverting  to  the  recent  discove- 
ries of  microscopic  lossils  in  Europe,  I was  led  to 
inspect  it  through  a powrrlul  microscope,  when  1 
found  it  to  be  made  up  almost  entirely  of  exquisite- 
ly minute  and  delicate  organic  remains. 

These  curious  relics,  too  minute  to  be  descried  by 
the  most  penetrating  eye,  thus  accumulated  in  a 
compact  form  into  a stratum  of  great  thickness,  be- 
long to  a class  of  objects  which,  of  late  years,  have 
excited  much  attention  in  Europe , from  having  been 
found  to  constitute  an  important  portion  of  the  mass 
ol  extensive  beds  of  earth  and  rock,  and  are  in  fact 
the  shells  and  sheaths  of  various  species  of  ani- 
maculse,  analogous  to  those  which  are  met  with  in 
countless  numbers  in  the  waters  of  pools  and 
marshes,  and  in  the  sea,  and  which  are  denominat- 
ed infusory  animals. 

Until  the  recent  researces  of  the  celebrated  Eh 
renberg  disclosed  the  important  agency  of  these 
minute  beings  in  the  production  of  some  of  the  mi- 
neral masses  belonging  to  former  geological  eras, 
as  observed  in  Europe,  no  one  had  ever  dreamed  of 
finding  whole  stiata,  of  great  thickness  and  extent, 
literally  made  up  of  these  shells  and  other  solid  ap- 
pendages; yet  nothing  is  more  certainly  established 
than  that  these  remains  form  not  only  the  principal 
material  of  the  light  white  earth  which  is  known 
gradually  to  accumulate  in  peat  bogs  and  in  other 
moist  situations,  of  the  leaf  Tripoli  found  in  many 
parts  of  Germany  in  widely  extended  beds  of  many 
feet  in  thickness,  of  the  semi-opal  and  other  dense 
products  met  with  in  these  beds,  and  of  the  com- 
mon gun-flint  found  in  layers  of  nodules  running 
through  strata  of  chalk,  but  that  they  compose,  in 
the  shape  of  calcareous  as  well  as  silicious  shells, 
and  especially  the  former,  nearly  the  whole  sub- 
stance of  the  vast  strata  of  the  chalk  itself,  over- 
spreading extensive  districts  of  Europe,  to  a depth, 
In  many  places,  of  several  hundred  feet! 


In  view  of  these  interesting  facts,  the  discovery 
of  the  infusory  stratum  above  referred  to,  as  one  of 
the  members  of  our  series  of  tertiary  depositps,  can- 
not fail  to  be  regarded  as  an  important  additilion  to 
our  knowledge  ot  The  tertiary  of  the  countiy,  and 
has  the  greater  interest  at  present  from  being  the 
first  example  yet  discovered  in  the  United  Stales  of 
the  occurrence  of  inlusorial  remains  in  any  but  the 
most  recent  geological  formations.  [iVul.  Int. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 


The  election  for  members  of  congress  in  this 
state  took  place  on  the  13th  instant.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  the  candidates  with  the  vote 
in  the  several  districts  at  the  presidential  election: 

Van  Buren. 

Robt.  H.  Ballard,  1,536 
Jno.  R.  J.  Daniel,  1,720 
Noopp.  candidate,  2,300 
J.  O.  Watson,  2,353 

*J.  J.  McKay,  4,239 

*M.  T.  Hawkins,  .3,018 
Arch.  Arrington, 

No  opp.  candidate,  2,553 
R.  M.  Saunders,  3.194 
David  S.  Reid,  3,549 
Noopp.  candidate  1,954 


Whigs. 

1.  *Kenneth  Rayner,  3,147 

2.  Win.  W.  Cherry,  1,941 

3.  *Edward  Sianly,  2,966 

4.  W.  FI.  Washington,  2,563 

5.  No  ad.  candidate,  2.142 

6.  No  ad.  candidate,  1,490 
Win.  Russell,  (opp. 

7.  *Edw.  Deberiy,  4,870 

8.  James  S.  Smith,  2,879 

9.  A.  H.  Shepherd,  4,335 

10.  Abm.  Rencher,  5,538 

Jonathan  Worth, 

11.  D.  M.  Barringer,  2,890 

12.  *James  Graham,  6,554 
*T.  L.  Clingman, 

13.  Lewis  Williams  4,999 


G.  W.  Caldwell  3,558 
No  opp.  candidate,  2,093 

No.  opp.  candidate,  1,714 


Total  Harrison,  46,376  Van  Buren,  33,782 
[Messrs.  Jesse  A.  Bynum  of  the  2d,  Charles  She- 
pard of  the  4th,  Wm.  Montgomery  of  the  Sth,  John 
Hill  of  the  9tli,  Chas.  Fisher  ol  the  10th  and  Henry 
W.  Connor  of  the  11th,  all  V.  B.  retire.] 

Those  marked  w ith  a * were  members  of  the  last 
congress.  . 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

A national  bank — nullification.  Some  people  have 
very  large  eyes — and  believe  other  people  to  have 
very  large  ears.  Nobody  has  ever  proposed  or  ima- 
gined the  possibility  that  the  state  would  or  could 
nullify  the  charter  of  a national  bank.  But  the  state 
might,  and  not  improbably  would,  do  the  things 


follow  ing: 

1.  Fiist  declare  in  the  most  solemn  form  that 
such  charter  is  a violation  of  the  constitution,  and 
as  such  ought  to  be  repealed. 

2.  Enact  that  no  branch  of  such  unconstitutional 
corporation  shall  be  established  in  South  Carolina, 
to  impoverish  her  citizens  and  turn  us  into  a colony 
of  some  northern  city. 

• 3.  Enact  that  no  bank  chartered  by  this  state  shall 
receive  or  pay  out  the  notes  of  such  bank — under 
penalty  of  having  their  own  paper  refused  in  all 
payments  to  the  treasury.  We  do  not  apprehend, 
however,  that  there  will  be  any  difference  of  opi- 
nion between  the  state  and  the  banks  on  that  point. 
South  Carolina  will  regulate  and  protect  her  own 
local  currency,  beyond  doubt,  leaving  peaceably  to 
the  federal  government  its  proper  power  to  “coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign 
coins.” 

If  a national  bank  is  chartered,  its  charter  will  be 
repealed,  and  in  that  too.  South  Carolina  will  doubt- 
less take  part  most  cheerfully.  [ Charleston  Mer. 

GEORGIA. 

Important  decision.  The  Augusta  Chronicle  states 
that  judge  Andrews,  of  the  northern  circuit,  (Geor- 
gia), field  at  the  late  term  of  the  superior  court,  of 
Oglethorpe  county— in  a capital  case— that  a per- 
son could  not  be  sworn  as  a witness  in  a court  of 
justice,  who  did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  God, 
the  obligations  of  an  oath,  and  a future  slute  of  re- 
wards and  punishments.  He  maintained  with  the 
supreme  court  ol  New  Fork,  that  “religion  is  a 
subject  in.  which  every  man  has  a right  to  think  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  understanding.  It  is 
a solemn  concern  between  his  conscience  and  his 
God;  with  which  no  human  tribunal  has  a right  to 
meddle.  But  in  the  development  of  facts,  and  the 
ascertainment  of  truth,  human  tribunals  have  a right 
to  intefere.  They  are  bound  to  see  that  no  man’s 
rights  are  impaired  or  taken  away,  but  through  the 
medium  of  testimony  entitled  to  belief;  and  no  testi- 
mony is  entitled  to  credit,  unless  delivered  under 
the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  which  comes  home  to  the 
conscience  of  the  witness,  and  will  treat  a lie  aris- 
ing from  his  belief,  that  false  swearing  would  ex- 
pose him  to  punishment  in  the  life  to  come.  On 
this  great  principle  rest  all  our  institutions,  and  es- 
pecially tlie  distribution  of  justice  between  men.” 

ALABAMA. 

Criminal  code.  The  laws  of  Alabama,  as  revised 
at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  (says  the 
Louisville  Advertiser),  make  but  one  kind  of  crime 
punishable  by  death,  while  forty  two  kinds  are  held 
punishable  by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary',  from 
periods  varying  from  two  up  to  fifty  years.  Mur- 
der in  the  first  degree  is  the  crime  w hich  the  law 
makes  punishable  by  death,  but  even  this  the  court 


can,  at  its  option,  punish  by  sentence  of  imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary  for  life.  Death  in  a duel 
is  held  to  be  murder  in  the  second  degree,  and  made 
punishable  by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  lor 
a period  of  ten  years.  To  give,  accept,  or  carry  a 
challenge,  disqualifies  for  holding  office  in  Ihestate, 
and  is  further  punishable  by  confinement  in  the  pe- 
nitentiary for  two  years.  Bribery  of  executive, 
legislative,  or  judicial  officers,  from  two  to  seven 
years;  steamboat  racing,  by  which  life  is  endanger- 
ed, for  two  years;  and  loss  of  life,  or  injuiy  to  the 
person  by  negligence  or  want  of  skill  in  officers  of 
boats,  from  two  to  ten  years. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

This  state  will  not  be  represented  at  the  extra 
session  of  congress.  Gov.  McNutt  has  declined 
calling  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  lor  the 
purpose  of  appointing  a peiiod  for  the  election,  and 
does  not  consider  himself  authorised  to  order  an 
election  without  the  intervention  of  the  legislature. 

Law  case — state  of  Louisiana  vs.  IF.  II.  Williams. 
This  case,  originating  in  the  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant  to  dispose  of  a number  of  slave  con- 
victs purchased  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  under  a 
pledge  that  they  were  to  be  shipped  beyond  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  has  been  decided  against 
the  defendant.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he 
landed  his  slaves  in  Louisiana  last  fall,  after  an  at- 
tempt to  land  them  at  Mobile.  The  New  Orleans 
Picayune  of  May  2d,  has  the  following  notice  of  the 
trial: 

Criminal  court.  Before  judge  Canonge.  The 
state  vs.  W.  H.  Williams.  T his  important  suit, 
which  for  the  third  time  commenced  on  Friday 
morning,  terminated  at  six  o’clock  yesterday  after- 
noon by  a verdict  of  “guilty  ” against  the  defendant. 
When  it  is  known  that  Williams  was  represented 
by  counsellors  Grymes  and  Mazureau.  it  will  be 
presumed  that  nothing  which  legal  ability  could 
effect  in  favor  of  the  prisoner  was  left  undone. — 
The  amount  involved  in  the  issue  of  this  trial  and 
the  loss  of  the  defendant,  is  the  large  sum  of 
#48,000,  viz: 

Cost  of  24  slaves,  at  #500  each,  #12,000 

The  fine  for  each  slave,  #500,  12,000 

The  amount  of  bonds  passed  to  the  state  of 

Virginia,  that  he  would  transport  the 

slaves  beyond  the  territory  of  the  United 

States,  and  now,  we  presume,  forleited,  24,000 


Total  loss,  #48,000 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans,  April  27,  1841.  Our  citizens  have, 
within  a day  or  two,  been  surprised  and  shocked  at 
several  instances  of  peculation  and  fraud  on  the 
paitof  certain  officers  of  two  of  our  banks.  In 
the  one  case  the  book  keeper  of  the  Louisiana  State 
bank  is  accused  of  having  overdrawn  his  account 
in  that  institution  fully  eighty  thousand  dollars. 
His  sudden  disappearance  led  to  an  examination  of 
the  afTair,  when  the  defalcation  was  discovered. 
The  excitement  consequent  upon  the  development 
of  this  delinquency  had  not  subsided,  when  a ru- 
mor prevailed  that  two  of  the  clerks  of  the  Bank 
of  Louisiana  (the  1st  book  keeper  and  receiving 
teller)  had  absconded,  and  that  a deficit  of  some 
#75,000  had  been  discovered.  As  the  banks  in 
question  have  so  far  published  nothing  explanatory 
of  these  alleged  malversations,  there  may  be  some 
inaccuracy  witti  regard  to  the  amounts  abstracted, 
but  as  respects  the  lact-of  large  deficits  having  been 
ascertained  and  of  the  departure  of  the  delinquents 
— most  probably  to  Texas — there  can  scarcely  be  a 
doubt. 

The  Batture  case.  Municipality  No.  2 vs.  the 
Orleans  Cotton  Press  company.  This  important 
case  was  yesterday  decided  in  the  supreme  court, 
four  judges  being  for  the  defendants,  judge  Martin 
dissenting.  The  result  of  the  decision  is,  that  the 
defendants  are  entitled  to  the  batture  now  formed, 
and  all  that  maybe  formed  hereafter.  The  im- 
mense amount  of  property  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion, renders  the  decision  of  great  importance,  in- 
asmuch as  it  has  settled  a point  which  will  tor  the 
future  put  at  rest  any  question  about  the  ownership 
of  the  land  fronting  the  river,  and  the  right  to  the 
alluvion.  [Ar.  Orleans  Bulletin,  April  8. 

ARKANSAS. 

A gentleman  who  for  some  12  or  15  years  has  re- 
sided in  Arkansas,  recently  visited  this,  his  native 
[dace.  His  statements  were  somewhat  curious  and 
interesting.  The  village  where  he  lives  is  1,800 
miles  distant  by  land;  but  in  coming  on  by  the 
White  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  his  route  wa3 
2,300  miles,  on  account  ol  their  sinuosities.  The 
Arkansas  winters  are  materially  shorter  and  milder 
than  ours — water  seldom  freezing  in  them.  1 he  air 
in  summer  is  pure  and  healthy,  though  the  heat  is 
rather  debilitating;  and  the  day  is  followed  by  ex- 
ceedingly heavy  dews.  The  society  is  good-  in- 
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eluding  physicians  and  members  of  the  bar.  Being 
a Preshyterian  in  relisrinn,  he  rides  100  miles  to 

commune  with  the  church,  of  which  he  is  a mem- 
ber, as  there  is  no  minister  ol  that  denomination 
nearer.  There  are  but  three  Presbyterian  minis- 
ters to  100,000  souls. 

Of  fruit,  they  have  an  excellent  variety;  but  the 
currant  will  not  grow  there.  Sweet  potatoes 
abound.  As  to  game,  they  have  various  kinds  in 
abundance;  and  of  wild  turkies,  with  the  exception 
of  two  months  in  winter,  they  can  trap  or  shoot  as 
many  as  they  wish,  if  it  be  a dozen  a day.  In  the 
autumn  the  pigeons  visit  the  forest  to  feed  upon  the 
acorns.  In  that  of  1831  or  ’32  he  heard  that  the 
neighboring  forest  was  filled  with  them.  Early  one 
morning,  just  at  the  dawn,  the  inhabitants  were 
roused  by  a tremendous  noise  in  the  air,  and  disco- 
vered clouds  of  pigeons.  They  were  about  a mile 
wide,  and  so  numerous  as  to  fly  two  hours  without 
scarcely  a break,  and  so  dense  as  to  obscure  the 
rays  of’the  sun.  They  flew  so  low  that  they  could 
be  killed  with  sticks  and  stones — being  too  much 
crowded  in  fact  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

[ Newark  Daily. 

OHIO. 

Public  works.  We  learn  that  the  amount  of  the 
loan  effect  by  the  fund  commissioners  has  been  ap- 
portioned among  the  public  works  of  the  state,  as 
follows: 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal  $130,500  00 

Miami  Extension  canal  195,000  00 

Hocking  Valley  canal  90,000  00 

Walhonding  canal  25,000  00 

Muskingum  improvement  125,000  00 

Western  Reserve  and  Maumee  road  15,500  00 

Urbana,  Troy  and  Greenville  road  5,000  00 

Cunal  commerce  of  Cleuveland.  The  Herald  gives 
a tabular  statement  of  property  chargeable  with  tolls, 
which  has  passed  through  the  canal  from  and  to 
Cleaveland,  for  the  month  of  April,  from  which  we 
make  up  the  annexed  particulars: 

Arrived  at  Cleaveland,  during  the  month  of  April, 

1841  14,925,742  lbs. 

Last  year,  same  month  25,906,407  “ 

Cleared,  during  last  month  1,446,324  “ 

Last  year,  during  April  1,315,430  “ 

The  first  arrival  of  property  by  I he  canal  this 
year,  was  on  the  17th  of  April — last  year  on  the  7th 
of  the  same  month. 

The  following  are  (he  chief  articles  which  arriv- 
ed, viz:  98,094  bushels  wheat,  10,694  do.  mineral 
coal,  26,561  barrels  flour,  3,553  do.  pork,  762  do. 
whiskey,  15,549  lbs.  butter,  106,504  do.  lard,  321,832 
do.  bacon,  304,234  do.  iron  and  nails,  56,082  do. 
merchandise,  224  cords  wood. 

Among  the  articles  cleared  from  Cleaveland,  we 
find  the  following,  viz:  1,051  barrels  salt,  1,822  do. 
lake  fish,  108,963  pounds  merchandise,  40,138  do. 
furniture,  136.385  do.  gypsum,  50,001  feet  lumber, 
58£  M.  shingles. 

MISSOURI. 

The  tragedy  of  the  night  of  the  17 th,  at  St.  Louis. 
For  some  day  past,  the  city  authorities  have  been 
engaged  in  investigating  some  re.cent  developments 
connected  with  the  murder  of  Messrs.  Baker  and 
Weaver,  and  the  burning  of  the  store  of  Messrs.  Col- 
lier and  Pettus,  and  we  have  refrained  from  giving 
any  of  the  particulars,  lest  our  doing  so  might  im- 
pede their  operations.  The  object  of  secrecy  being 
over,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers,  we  feel  at  liberty 
to  state  the  particulars  so  far  as  they  have  been  de- 
veloped. 

A negro  man  named  Edward  H.  Ennis,  who  has 
been  for  some  time  past  in  the  employ  of  a barber 
named  Johnson,  on  Market  street,  opposite  the  Na- 
tional hotel,  made  the  disclosure.  The  communi- 
cations it  seeins,  were  made  to  Ennis,  by  one  of  the 
parties,  that  Ennis  being  uneasy  about  it,  and  yet 
afraid,  because  of  the  excitement,  and  also  of  the 
murders,  to  tell  what  he  knew,  went  on  Friday  last 
to  Butcher,  a yellow  man,  who  resides  in  Brooklyn, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  told  hitn  what 
lie  knew,  and  asked  his  advice.  Butcher  refused  to 
give  any  advice;  on  Sunday  he  went  over  again  and 
went  to  Alton,  when  Butcher  communicated  the 
facts  to  two  constables  who  arrested  Ennis,  and  af- 
ter taking  his  statement,  came  here  with  expectation 
of  catching  one  of  the  parties,  (Warrick;  but  he 
had  left  before  their  arrival. 

The  circumstances  of  the  horrible  affair,  as  detail- 
ed by  Ennis,  are  as  follows: — About  10  o’clock,  on 
Saturday  night,  Ennis  went  from  tile  barber  shop  to 
his  boarding  house,  kept  by  Leah,  a free  yellow  wo- 
man, and  Peter  Cliarleville,  a free  man,  on  Third, 
between  Market  and  Walnut  streets.  Shortly  after 
he  had  gone  to  bed,  a negro  slave  named  Madison, 
came  to  the  door,  knocked  and  was  admitted.  Soon 
alter  being  admitted,  Madison  exclaimed,  “G — d — n 
the  luck,”  and  on  an  inquiry  why,  he  stated  “I 
have  done  more  murder  to-night  than  I ever  did  be- 
fore, and  have  not  been  paid  for  it;”  and  after  re- 


marking, that  there  would  be  an  alarm  of  fire  short- 1 
ly.  he  statea  in  substance,  that  he  and  three  yellow  | 
men,  viz:  James  Seward,  alias  Sewell,  W arrick 
and  Brown,  had  gone  on  that  night  to  Mr.  Pettus’ 
counting  room,  that  the  door  was  unlocked;  Madi- 
son entered  alone,  Mr.  Baker  was  sitting  down  with 
his  boots  otf,  reading  a newspaper,  Madison  walked 
up  and  presented  a bani<  bill  to  him,  and  asked  him 
if  it  was  good,  and  as  Baker  turned  to  look  at  the 
bill  he  struck  him  over  the  head  with  a short  bar  of 
iron  which  he  had  concealed  under  his  arm;  the  others 
then  came  in,  and  they  repeated  the  blows  until  he 
was  quite  dead,  his  skull  and  one  side  of  the  head 
completely  mashed.  Alter  searching  the  body  for 
keys,  they  rolled  it  up  in  the  bed  clothes  and  placed 
it  in  the  bed. 

They  secured  the  door  and  went  to  work  on  the 
vault  to  open  it.  Whilst  at  this  work,  Mr.  Weaver 
came  to  the  door  and  knocked,  and  called  to  Jesse, 
(Mr.  Baker)  to  let  him  in.  Some  dispute  ensued 
between  Brown  and  Madison,  which  should  kill 
Weaver;  and  it  was  insisted  that  Madison  should  as 
he  killed  Baker,  but  he  refused,  saying  that  he  had 
done  his  share  and  would  do  no  more.  Brown  open- 
ed the  door  and  placed  himself  behind  it,  and  as 
Weaver  passed  into  the  room,  struck  him  over  the 
head  with  the  bar  of  iron;  on  the  second  blow  he  fell, 
and  attempting  to  rise,  Brown  thrust  a sharp  iron 
through  his  head.  Ennis,  in  his  statement,  does  not 
confirm  the  report  of  the  firing  of  the  pistols,  but 
says,  that  having  heard  Weaver  was  shot  he  asked 
Madison  about  it,  and  he  told  him  that  no  pistol  had 
been  fired,  and  that  they  had  no  weapons  but  the  bar 
of  iron  mentioned.  From  the  statement  it  would 
seem  that  all  of  them  had  beaten  Weaver.  After 
some  further  effort  at  the  vault,  finding  they  could 
not  get  into  it,  Madison  left.  Warrick,  Sewell  and 
Brown  remained  a short  time,  then  fired  the  house  in 
five  different  places,  came  out,  locked  the  door,  and 
went  up  the  alley  north  from  the  house,  and  threw 
the  key  away.  Brown  took  with  him  a gold  watch 
and  a blue  flock,  which  he  said  he  threw  away  for 
fear  of  delection. 

It  seems  from  the  statement  that  Ennis,  on  the 
morning  following,  was  in  company  with  all  of'them, 
and  many  of  the  facts  he  got  from  others  besides 
Madison.  Warrick  and  Sewell  said  but  little  about 
it.  Madison  had  with  him,  on  the  morning  follow- 
ing, the  bar  of  iron  with  which  the  deed  was  execut- 
ed, and  Ennis  having  learned  the  office  it  had  per- 
formed, took  it  and  threw  it  into  a privy  in  the  rear 
of  Leah’s  house.  The  vault  was  yesterday  searched 
and  the  bar  found.  We  understand  it  proves  to  be 
an  instrument  used  in  opening  dry  goods  boxes;  a 
chisel  on  one  end  and  claws  on  the  other,  one  of  the 
claws  partly  broken,  agreeing  fully  with  Ennis’  de- 
scription. 

There  are  many  other  minor  statements — but  the 
above  is  the  substance.  The  communication  of 
Madison  appears  to  have  been  made  without  any 
solicitation,  and  without  any  injunction  to  secrecy. 

Leah  and  her  husband  confirm  Ennis’  statement 
as  to  the  time  he  came  home,  and  the  time  Madison 
e»me  in.  They  heard  the  conversation,  but  not  suf- 
ficiently distinct  to  understand  it.  It  may  be  well, 
however,  to  remark,  as  a further  confirmation  of  En- 
nis’ statement,  that  yesterday  Madison’s  coat  was 
found  in  the  loft  of  Leah’s  house  besmeared  with 
blood.  From  all  that  we  can  gather,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  scheme  had  been  long  concocted,  or 
that  they  had  very  well  matured  their  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 

We  subjoin  such  a description  of  the  murderers  as 
we  are  in  possession  of,  and  trust  it  may  be  sufficient 
if  they  have  not  been  already  apprehended  to  lead  to 
their  detection. 

Madison  is  a slave  belonging  to  Sam.  G.  Blanch- 
ard of  New  Orleans — has  been  here  sometime  run- 
ning at  large,  and  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  was 
sent  here  to  avoid  a prosecution  in  New  Orleans. 
He  is  a stout,  copper  colored  man,  near  six  feet 
high,  about  35  years  old,  very  bold  and  impudent 
in  his  manner.  We  understand  that  a short  time 
since,  he  took  a trip  on  his  own  hook,  to  Galena 
and  Chicago,  and  lately  returned  to  this  city.  It  is 
believed  he  left  here  on  the  Wednesday  following 
the  murder,  on  board  the  Missouri,  for  New  Or- 
leans. 

Brown  is  a dark  mulatto,  about  5 feet,  10  inches 
high,  about  30  years  of  age,  and  it  is  said  resided  in 
Cincinnati.  He  seems  to  have  been  here  a very 
short  time.  He  was  seen  on  board  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty,  bound  for  Cincinnati. 

Janies  Seward  alias  Sewell,  is  a dark  mulatto, 
about  5 feet  9 inches  high,  stouf  made,  and  a bold, 
cunning  and  very  well  educated  npgro.  It  is  said  he 
reads  and  writes  very  well;  is  originally  from  New 
York,  has  resided  at  New  Albany,  and  during  Ma- 
dison’s sojourn  at  Chicago  was  with  him  there.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  left  in  the  steamboat  Atalanta, 
for  the  Ohio  river. 


Warrick  was  a barber,  and  has  kept  a shop  for 
some  time  past  in  this  city,  on  Frankiin  avenue. — 
He  is  a. very  dark  mulatto,  slender  made,  afiout.A 
feet  9 or  10  inches  high,  aged  about  26,  ami  remar- 
kable lor  a bold  impudent  and  haughty  manner.  It 
is  believed  that  lie  lelt  on  the  Omego,  bound  up  the 
Missouri  river,  and  that  his  purpose  was  to  join  the 
company  going  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Officers  have  been  despatched  in  every  direction 
named,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  they 
will  be  apprehended.  Should  they  unfortunately 
fail,  it  is  hoped  that  all  good  citizens  of  every 
quarter  will  lend  their  energies  to  apprehend  them 
and  bring  them  to  punishment.  Ennis,  the  witness 
will  remain  in  custody. 

It  would  be  invidious  in  us  to  bestow  praise  on 
any  of  the  officers  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
affair.  The  two  constables  of  Alton,  tiie  mayor  and 
the  city  police,  the  city  constables  and  several  ci- 
tizens have  spared  no  pains  trouble  or  expense  to 
ferret  out  the  guilty,  and  we  trust  that  they  will, 
in  addition  to  the  reward  offered,  have  that  higher 
reward;  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  insulted  majesty 
of  the  law,  fully  atoned  tor.  [Si.  Louis  Guz. 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  7th  instant  says — 
The  captain  of  the  steamboat  Fulton  informs  us  that 
one  of  the  perpetrators  of  ttie  late  dreadful  murder 
in  St.  Louis  was  recently  discovered  and  arrested 
at  Cairo  on  board  the  steamboat  Atalanla.  He  con- 
fessed his  guilt,  and  was  put  on  board  the  Pre-emp- 
tion to  be  taken  to  St.  Louis.  The  excitement 
against  the  wretch  was  very  great,  and  many  ex- 
pected that,  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Louis,  he  would  be 
burned  at  the  stake.  It  must  be  confessed  that  the 
conduct  of  a St.  Louis  mob  upon  a certain  oiher  oc- 
casion affords  some  ground  for  such  a horrible  ex- 
pectation. 

St.  Louis.  What  a change  has  twelve  years  ef- 
fected in  the  appearance  of  this  city!  we  involunta- 
rily exclaimed,  as  the  Monson  landed  us  at  the  St. 
Louis  wharf  a few  days  since.  We  have  visited 
St.  Louis  often,  but  never  did  the  contrast  that  a 
few  years  has  made  come  up  so  vividly  before  us 
as  at  that  lime.  Twelve  years  ago,  there  were  but 
few  good  looking  buildings  in  the  city.  Now  Front 
or  Water  street  shows  half  a mile  of  substantial 
three  story  stone  stores,  filled  with  all  sorts  of  mer- 
chandise from  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  Main  street 
is  metamorphosed  from  a muddy  lane,  with  a few 
well  built  but  many  scattered  ill-looking  houses,  to 
a well  paved  street,  filled  up  on  each  side  with  well 
built  and  stately-looking  edifices,  almost  vieing 
with  Broadway  itself.  Here  the  retail  merchants, 
to  a great  extent,  vend  their  dry  goods,  and,  of 
course,  in  such  a street  the  smiling  laces  of  the  St. 
Louis  beauties  meet  you  at  every  step.  The  cross 
streets  have  impioved  in  the  same  ratio.  So  have 
3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  streets,  some  of  which, 
twelve  years  ago,  had  not  even  a single  building  to 
mark  tiler  locality.  Twelve  years  ago,  the  First 
Presbyterian,  the  old  and  ill-shapen  Catholic,  and 
the  Methodist,  were  the  only  houses  of  worship; 
now  a new  Catholic,  Presbyterian,  Unitarian,  Me- 
thodist, Episcopal  and  other  churches  are  to  be 
seen,  some  of  which  are  truly  magnificent  and 
highly  ornamental  to  the  city.  Then,  there  were 
but  few  genteel  hotels;  now,  there  are  quite  a num- 
ber, but  the  emperor  of  them  all  is  the  mammoth 
Planters’  house,  kept  in  tip-top  style  by  Stickney 
and  Knight.  Then,  the  Republican  was  printed 
once  a week  on  a small  sheet;  we  believe  the  Argus 
was  printed  at  that  time,  weekly,  and  another  pa- 
per, which  died  for  want  of  patronage;  now,  the 
Republican,  Bulletin,  Evening  Gazette,  New  Era, 
Pennant,  and  Argus  are  in  a flourishing  condition, 
ar.J  are  issued  daily.  The  whig  press  seems  lo 
have  kept  more  than  an  even  pace  with  the  other 
improvements.  The  Argus  was  the  only  loco  loco 
paper  in  St.  Louis  twelve  years  ago;  the  Argus  is 
the  only  loco  foco  paper  in  St.  Louis  now.  This  is 
one  of  those  emphatic  truths  which  are  to  be  met 
with  all  over  Ihe  land,  showing  that  the  people  en- 
courage those  papers  and  those  alone  which  advo- 
cate their  interests.  We  might  also  mention  the 
improvement  in  tiade  and  steamboat  facilities  now 
compared  with  what  they  were  twelve  years  ago, 
when  the  arrival  of  a steamboat  was  a great  curios- 
ty;  but  we  must  forbear.  Instead  of  a lew  isolated 
and  poorly-constructed  boats,  the  levee  now  shows 
a line  of  elegant  and  comfortable  steamers,  crowd- 
ed together,  and  extending  from  the  foot  of  Market 
street  to  another  cross  street  lull  a mile  off.  St. 
Louis  is  now  a great  and  beautilul  city,  and,  from 
her  position,  is  destined  lo  grow  and  become  great- 
er and  more  beautiful  still.  [Hawk-Eye . 

MICHIGAN. 

" Resources  of  a new  country.  The  following  inte- 
resting sketch  is  from  tile  Niles  Republican,  a pa- 
per printed  at  Niles,  on  the  St.  Joseph  river  near 
the  western  side  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan— -in 
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the  midst  of  a country  which  ten  years  since,  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  Indians. 

“St.  Joseph  country.  The  country  bordering  on 
the  St.  Joseph  river,  may  be  j nst ly  celebrated  lor 
its  agricultural  productions.  The  exports  of  the 
past  year  consists,  among  others,  of  the  lollowing 
items: 

52,266  bushels  of  wheat,  42,371  barrels  of  flour, 
2,568  casks  of  whiskey,  1,534  barrels  of  pork  and 
lard,  298  bushels  of  cranberries,  20,987  pounds  of 
bacon,  39$  tons  of  castings,  249  tons  of  pig  iron, 
470  dry  hides,  226  packs  of  furs,  2$  tons  paper  rags. 

“Estimated  to  have  been  sold  for  more  than 
$300,000.  Our  neighbor  at  Goshen,  talks  about 
banks  for  the  accommodation  of  farmers.  That  is 
well  enough,  and  we  do  not  disagree  with  you,  but 
between  us,  do  you  not  think  the  best  bank  for 
farmers  is  the  bank  of  parth?  More  particularly 
so,  when  it  discounts  so  liberally  as  doth  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Joseph  and  the  Elkhart?  Chartered 
banks  may  fail — they  olten  do — but  we  have  the 
promise  ot  one  who  cannot  err,  that  “seed  time  and 
harvest,”  shall  never  fail,  but  continue  to  the  last 
generation  of  man.” 

IOWA. 

Burlington,  April  1.  The  chiefs  of  the  Sac  and 
Fox  tribes  of  Indians,  with  Hardfish  at  their  head, 
assembled  in  this  city  and  held  a “talk”  on  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  last  with  gov.  Lucas,  in  relation 
to  the  burning  of  the  trading  house  of  P.  Chouteau 
& Co.  They  deny  having  any  knowledge  that  any 
of  their  tribe  had  done  it  maliciously,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  aver  that  they  believe  the  fire  was  com- 
municated to  the  building  by  incautiously  erecting 
a fire  within  it  a short  time  previous  to  its  having 
caught  fire.  They,  consequently,  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  pay  for  the  loss  of  properly,  at  least  until 
after  a thorough  investigation  should  take  place. 

One  of  the  most  important  occurrences  which 
we  believe  to  have  taken  place  during  the  “talk” 
was,  that  they  had  heard  that  government  had  in- 
tended to  buy  their  land  from  them  and  drive  them 
away,  and  that  they  wished  to  know  the  facts  in  re- 
lation thereto;  because  they  were  not  disposed  to 
make  any  sale  or  treaty  until  their  last  annuity 
should  be  paid  and  distributed  among  their  nation. 
The  governor  replied  that  he  had  no  official  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  matter;  but  he  was  otherwise 
apprized  that  congress  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  holding  a treaty,  and  that 
it  probably  would  not  take  place  until  after  the  pay- 
ment of  the  present  annuity.  It  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  government  to  use  any  coercive  measures 
toward  them,  but  to  treat  with  them  amicably,  and 
to  concert  such  measures  as  would  lead  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  the  whites  and  Indians.  To 
this  the  latter  assentingly  replied.  [Hawk-Eye. 

FLORIDA. 

Another  Indian  murder.  The  editor  of  the  Savan- 
nah Georgian  has  received  by  the  General  Taylor, 
captain  Peck,  the  lollowing  letter,  from  an  esteem- 
ed correspondent: 

Pilatka,  (E.  F.)  May  5,  1841. 

Dear  sir:  The  western  mail,  this  afternoon, 
brings  us  the  mortifying  news  that  the  war  is  not 
over  yet.  On  the  alternoon  of  the  3d  inst.  a citizen 
was  shot  near  Fort  Tavern,  by  the  Indians;  he  was 
penetrated  by  balls;  yesterday  morning  he  was  still 
alive,  and  said  he  saw  two  of  the  Indians  when  they 
fired.  The  troops  at  Micanopy,  as  soon  as  the  news 
arrived,  were  instantly  put  in  raofion,  to  drive  these 
daring  marauders  from  their  present  haunts  near  the 
settlements.  It  is  supposed  this  outrage  was  done 
by  Allecktusteenuggee’s  band,  who  lias  lately  re- 
fused to  come  into  Tampa  Bay  or  negociate — leaving 
it  to  be  inferred  he  intends  to  be  hostile. 

Fatal  occurrence.  The  Tallehasse  Sentinel  of  the 
30lh  ult.  says:  “We  regret  to  state  that  gen.  Leigh 
Reid,  of  this  place,  was  shot  in  the  street  on  Mon- 
day morning  last,  by  Mr.  Willis  Alston.  He  ex- 
pired in  about  14  hours  afterward.  We  forbear 
making  any  comments,  as  the  affair  will  undergo  a 
legal  investigation.  Two  other  persons  were  (ac- 
cidentally we  presume),  wounded,  one  severely, 
though  we  trust  not  mortally. 

ANTIQUITIES  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

From  the  New  York  Albion. 

Attention  having  of  late  been  called  to  the  ru- 
mored wonders  of  Central  America,  and  supposi- 
tion having  been  raised  that,  through  the  numerous 
and  astonishing  monumental  treasures  that  lie  wide- 
ly scattered  about  that  region,  the  correct  traces 
might  be  found  of  the  manner  in  which  this  vast  con- 
tinent was  originally  peopled,  two  gentlemen  under- 
took the  difficult  task  of  exploring  that  part  of  Cen- 
tral America  (or  Guatimala  as  it  was  formerly  called ) 
in  which  those  monuments  were  most  abundant, 
and  to  give  their  observation  and  experience  to  aid 
in  the  solution  of  that  interesting  and  very  important 
problem. 


There  are  few  perhaps  to  be  found  better  fitted  I 
for  so  difficult  a mission  as  this,  than  Messrs.  Ste-  I 
vens  and  Catherwood,  the  gendemen  to  whom  we 
have  here  alluded.  The  labors  ami  inqunies  of  the  | 
former  are  befoie  the  world  in  that  agiecable  and 
every  way  well  written  work  called  “Incidents  of 
Travel,”  in  which  Mr.  Stevens  has  well  exhibited 
his  aptitude  in  exploring  all  that  is  curious,  in  re- 
lating everything  that  is  new  or  unusual,  and  plac- 
ing before  his  readers,  as  in  a glass,  the  subjects  of 
his  pen  as  though  the  matters  were  present  to  their 
view.  Mr.  Catherwood  also,  to  the  researches  of 
the  philosopher  and  the  scholar,  brings  the  eye  of 
the  artist,  the  profound  reflection  of  the  antiquarian, 
tlie  just  comparisons,  of  the  practised  critic  in  these 
things,  and  much  of  the  practical  knowledge  of  the 
civil  engineer.  Of  these  qualities  he  has  given  abun- 
dant proof  in  his  lectures  on  Palestine  and  Egypt  in 
general,  and  on  Jerusalem  and  its  environs  in  parti- 
cular. 

With  such  an  union  of  qualifications  it  is  happy 
for  the  cause  of  science  and  research  that  these  gen- 
tlemen though  of  different  and  distant  nations  should 
be  residing  in  the  same  city, — this  of  New  York— 
when  the  absorbing  problem  of  Central  American 
Antiquities  was  mooted;  because  in  addition  to  the 
qualifications  above  described,  they  were  both  deep- 
ly inspired  with  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  there 
needed  not  many  preliminaries  in  bringing  the  par- 
ties to  a determination  to  prosecute  their  inquiries 
in  “that  land  of  promise”  to  the  exploring  traveller. 
The  results  of  their  travels  will  be  shortly  published, 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Stevens,  ably  and  extensively 
illustrated  by  plates  from  drawings  made  on  the  spot 
by  Mr.  Catherwood;  but  public  curiosity  being  great- 
ly on  the  stretch  here,  the  enterprising  travellers  have 
been  induced  to  give  a summary’  view  of  their  la- 
bors in  a short  course  of  lectuies;  being  an  intro- 
ductory one  on  the  subject  generally,  by  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, and  two  lectures  on  the  details  as  exhibited  by 
the  drawings,  by  Mr.  Catherw'ood.  On  these  we 
propose  to  bestow  a few  words  of  remark. 

The  travellers  proceeded  from  hence  to  the  bay 
of  Honduras,  and,  upon  landing,  their  first  halting 
place  in  the  way  cf  their  task  was  Copan,  the  ruins 
in  the  vicinity  of  which  were  both  extensive  and 
magnificent.  Mr.  Catherwood  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing exhibited  a drawing  of  a temple  at  Copan  which 
seems  to  have  been  upon  an  extensive  scale,  one 
front  of  it  being  in  length  about  230  feet,  and  its 
side  face  about  180  feet.  The  interior  of  the  tem- 
ple is  laid  out  with  all  the  skill  and  regard  to  con- 
venience, of  the  most  practised  architect,  and  the 
exterior  presenting  an  elaboration  of  ornament  as 
well  as  a refinement  in  sculpture,  which  altogether 
astonished  the  travellers,  as  in  fact  so  did  the  draw- 
ing astonish  those  before  whom  it  was  placed  at  the 
lecture.  There  were  many  single  columns  most  ela- 
borately wrought,  the  work  was  deeply  cut,  and  all 
in  masterly  style.  Mr.  Catherwood,  in  pointing 
out  these  remarkable  specimens,  of  course  stated 
somewhat  concerning  the  most  probable  conjectures; 
of  which,  anon. 

From  Copan  the  travellers  proceeded  to  Kuirigui, 
where  they  found  many  monuments  chiefly  of  the 
same  character  as  those  at  Copan,  only  the  latter 
were  much  longer  than  those  which  were  first  visit- 
ed. From-  thence  they  proceeded  to  Santa  Cruz 
del  Cuiche,  to  Guequetenarigo,  to  Ocosingo,  to  Pa- 
lenque  and  to  Uxmal.  The  whole  forming  a cir- 
cuit of  nearly  three  thousand  miles  in  perimeter,  and 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  thickly  studed  with 
extensive  ruins,  all  of  which  were  perfectly  analo- 
gous to  each  other,  although  the  variations  in  extent, 
ornament,  & c.  were  numerous.  They  were  all 
evidently  the  labors  of  a people  of  a common  origin, 
of  apparently  the  same  political,  religious  and  social 
principles,  of  the  same  habits  and  association  of 
ideas,  and  certainly  far  advanced  in  civilization  and 
refinement.  Innumerable  square  columns  or  obe- 
lisks of  stone  were  found  in  Ihe  course  of  their  in- 
vestigations, all  of  which  were  carved  on  everjfside 
with  either  heirogly phics,  or  with  figures  of  ani- 
mals or  human  beings;  the  former  in  all  piobabi- 
lity  containing  legends  which,  if  they  could  be  de- 
cyphered  would  go  far  to  explain  the  history  of  the 
people  who  had  llius  executed  them;  and  the  latter 
executed  with  such  regard  to  the  due  proportions  of 
figure  as  actually  to  astonish  the  travellers  who  had 
not  the  most  remote  expectation  to  find  any  branch 
of  the  fine  arts  in  so  forward  a state.  What  added 
to  their  astonishment  was  the  fact  that  all  these 
monuments  were  found  in  the  deepest  recesses  of 
forests  of  gigantic  and  closely  planted  trees;  a proof 
of  their  antiquity  altogether  irrelragible,  as  it  must 
have  required  centuries  to  bring  such  trees  to  their 
maturity  and  enormous  growth,  and  it  must  have 
been  after  those  cities  were  ruined  and  gone  to 
desolation  that  the  forest  was  permitted  to  take 
root  in  their  precincts  at  all.  These  considera- 
I tions,  unaided  by  any  other,  must  carry  the  mind 


back  to  a period  of  the  world  altogether  startling  to 
think  of. 

An  e rroneous  notion  has  got  abroad,  that  these 

antiquities  in  the  colossal  magnitude  of  their  parts, 
throw  these  of  Thebes,  Luxor  and  other  Egyptian 
monuments  into  the  shade,  and  that  the  latter  may 
now  “hide  their  diminished  heads;”  it  is  believed 
also  that  in  architectural  elegance  as  well  as  in  ex- 
tent these  American  remains  far  exceed  those  of 
Balbec,  Palmyra  or  even  ancient  Babylon  itself. 
These  surmises  receive  no  countenance  from  the 
accounts  given  by  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Catherwood. 
The  extent  of  the  American  monuments  has  rather 
regard  to  them  as  one  mass  promiscuously  and 
almost  every  where  spread  within  a circumference 
of  three  thousand  miles,  than  to  the  extent  or  mag- 
nitude of  any  one  specimen  or  set  of  ruins;  and 
nothing  but  either  a complete  misunderstanding 
of  the  true  details,  or  an  intense  love  of  the  mar- 
vellous can  have  brought  about  those  false  compa- 
risons. 

But  the  most  important  point  to  be  ascertained  is 
that  of  referring  these  monuments  truly  to  any  of 
those  in  the  old  world.  At  a first  glance  at  some 
of  the  more  colossal  figures,  their  costumes  and  their 
grouping,  there  was  for  the  moment  a similarity  to 
those  of  ancient  Egypt,  but  the  practised  eyes  of  our 
travellers  soon  corrected  the  momentary  error  of 
their  thoughts.  There  was  not  one  of  those  mon- 
slrous  heads  which  so  essentially  belong  to  Egyp- 
tian mythology,  religious  rites,  and  occult  writings; 
the  proportions  of  the  figures  were  in  every  respect 
better  in  those  before  them,  and  no  where  did  they 
find  that  inherent  regard  for  great  magnitude  or  pe- 
culiar position  in  the  statuary  and  sculpture.  The 
hieroglyphics  too,  though  liberally  scattered  and 
every  w here  homogeneous,  were  altogether  different 
from  those  upon  the  Egyptian  monuments.  From 
the  intricacy  of  their  designs  and  from  many  gro- 
tesque subjects  of  their  sculpture,  these  monuments 
might  be  referred  to  a more  oriental  source  than  that 
of  Egypt;  and  the  similarity  seems  to  increase, 
the  farther  they  are  referred  to  the  eastward.  China 
and  Japan  present  many  of  the  images  and  groups 
which  are  found  on  these  monuments;  and,  al- 
though with  much  that  is  grotesque  in  the  latter, 
there  is  much  also  that  is  beautiful  and  symme- 
trically correct,  while  in  China  and  Japan,  par- 
ticularly the  latter,  the  monstrous  prevails  in  an 
exorbitant  degree,  there  is  really  much  that  is  com- 
mon to  the  east  of  Asia  and  to  the  west  of  Ame- 
rica. 

With  data  like  these  before  us  then,  can  there  be 
much  difficulty  in  fortifying  that  most  received  hy- 
pothesis, that  America  was  first  peopled  from  the 
eastern  part  of  Asia,  the  passage  being  made  across 
Behring’s  straits?  This  is  not  a matter  at  present 
to  be  insisted  on,  although  the  belief  receives  con- 
siderable aid  from  the  circumstances  here  brought, 
to  light.  What  another  Champollion  may  effect* 
for  the  world,  by  decyphering  Ihe  yet  hidden  writ- 
ings on  these  monuments  it  is  not  for  us  to  sur- 
mise, but  we  doubt  not  that  they  could  settle  the 
question. 

In  the  meantime  where  is  the  difficulty  in  assum- 
ing the  theory  that  mankind,  continually  radiating 
from  the  primitive  seats  of  first  creation,  and  con- 
tinually advancing  beyond  previous  confines,  should 
gradually  arrive  at  the  western  shores  of  Ihe  Pacfic, 
should  people  the  islands  there,  should  cross  the 
narrow, — so  narrow  that  at  midway  both  shores  may 
be  seen  from  the  same  position,' — should  travel 
southward  and  give  a human  population  to  this  con- 
tinent? It  may  be  said  that  the  Indian  of  North 
America  exhibits  no  analogy  with  the  Japanese; 
but  we  think  this  to  be  a confirmation  of  the  hypo- 
thesis just  stated.  We  know,  in  the  history  of  early 
Asia,  that  swarm  follows  swarm;  now  the  migration 
of  the  first  might  in  time  induce  a second;  for  first 
arriving  in  the  warm  latitudes  where  our  scene  is 
placed  might  easily  be  supposed  to  degenerate, 
through  the  plenty  and  its  consequent  indolence. 
The  second  might  exterminate  the  first,  or  still  more 
likely  drive  them  farther  south  beyond  the  Isthmus, 
destroy  their  monuments, — those  monuments  which 
are  now  the  objects  of  wonder  and  inquiry, — and 
take  possession  of  their  land.  “But  why  not  the 
second  degenerate  like  the  first?”  it  may  be  said. 
For  the  plain  reason  that  none  can  continue  un- 
molested in  those  primitive  abodes  like  the  pri- 
mitive inhabitants;  successive  swarms  might  come 
over,  and  all-  parties  thus  be  compelled  to  keep  on 
the  alert. 

We  understand  the  book  is  in  a state  of  great  for- 
wardness, and  will  presently  appear.  It  is  a work 
that  will  command  an  immense  circulation,  and  we 
shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
examine  and  notice  it  in  the  manner  it  shall  appear 
to  deserve.  In  the  meanwhile  great  thanks  are  due 
to  the  enterprising  gentlemen  who  have  shed  so  much 
light  on  the  subject, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Foreign’  news — By  the  Caledonia  at  Boston. 
The  steam  ship  Caledonia,  capt  McKellan.  arrived 
at  the  Boston  wharf  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  in 
fourteen  and  a half  days  from  Liverpool,  whence 
she  sailed  on  the  4th  inst.  We  give  below  an  ab- 
stract of  the  most  interesting  items. 

No  intelligence  of  the  President  steam  ship  had 
been  received,  and  all  hope  of  her  safety  seems  to  be 
abandoned.  She  cost  £80,000,  and  was  insured  on 
leaving  Liverpool  $60,000. 

A large  meeting  of  American  residents  was  held 
in  Liverpool  on  the  30th  ult.in  relation  to  the  death 
of  president  Harrison.  Francis  B.  Ogden,  of  New 
York,  presided.  A series  of  appropriate  resolu- 
tions were  passed. 

England.  The  ministry  sustained  a defeat  on 
the  Irish  voters  bill  on  the  27th  April.  The  corn 
laws  is  to  undergo  a speedy  revision. 

The  health  of  prince  Albert  is  stated  to  be  very 
poor.  The  duke  of  Wellington,  as  a grandee  of 
Spain,  invested  him  on  the  1st  of  April  with  the 
insignia  of  the  order  of  the  golden  fleece. 

Major  gen.  sir  John  Harvey  has  been  made  go- 
vernor of  Newfoundland.  The  British  funds  are 
heavy.  But  little  business  doing  in  the  commercial 
market.  The  tea  trade,  however  is  brisk. 

Cotton  has  declined  1-8  to  1-4 — demand  limited. 
The  Great  Western  railway  terminus,  Bristol,  has 
been  destroyed  by  fire — loss  estimated  at  from  18 
to  £20,000. 

Serious  disturbances  have  broken  out  in  Ireland. 

France.  The  king  and  queen  of  the  Belgians 
anived  at  Paris  on  the  30th  ult.  The  ministerial 
revolution  which  took  place  in  Constantinople  re- 
cently is  considered  a triumph  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. The  works  of  the  fortifications  of  Paris  have 
been  commenced. 

Spain.  In  this  country  the  regency  question  is 
still  unsettled. 


CHRONICLE. 

Armies.  Interesting  statistics.  The  standing  armies 
of  Europe  bear  a proportion  to  the  population  of  their 
respective  populations  of  the  kingdoms  and  states  as 


England 

1 soldier  to  every  140  of  its  popult 

France 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

110 

do. 

Austria 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

100 

do. 

Russia 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

90 

do. 

Bavaria 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

69 

do. 

Prussia 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

68 

do. 

Poland 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

60 

do. 

Wirtemburg 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

59 

do. 

Sweden 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

53 

do. 

Denmark 

1 

do. 

to 

do. 

57 

do. 

The  Roman  I 
states  | 

!* 

do. 

to 

do. 

300 

do. 

T uscany 

l 

do. 

to 

do. 

300 

do. 

It  may  be  well  to  add  that  the  proportion  of  the  U. 
States  army  to  its  population  is  1 to  1,600. 

In  China,  according  to  the  latest  and  most  accurate 
accounts,  the  population  exceeds  360,000,000,  and  the 
army  is  rated  at  700,000,  making  a ratio  of  1 soldier  to 
every  514  persons.  [New  York  Times. 

Bane  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Penn- 
sylvanian of  the  17th  inst.  says — The  adjourned  meet- 
ing from  the  3d  instant  was  held  at  the  banking  house 
yesterday,  and  was  fully  attended.  A report  was  made 
by  Mr.  Lippincott,  closing  with  a resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  accepting  of  the  provisions  of  the  “relief 
bill,”  and  agreeing  to  come  under  any  laws  which  may 
hereafter  be  passed  for  the  regulation  of  banks.  A re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Randall  was  also  adopted, 
authorising  the  board  of  directors  to  give  public  notice, 
according  to  law,  of  an  application  to  the  legislature  for 
a reduction  of  capital  and  a change  of  name  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  another,  authorising  the  directors  to  ex- 
ercise their  discretion  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
pledging  certain  assets  for  the  payment  of  the  circula- 
tion and  deposites  of  the  bank.  A preamble  and  re- 
solutions offered  by  Mr.  Duane  were  adopted,  con- 
demning in  the  strongest  terms,  the  management  of 
the  bank  under  its  former  administration. 

Bank  notes.  An  expeiment  was  yesterday  made  by 
an  English  gentleman, on  the  notes  of  one  of  our  city 
banks,  in  the  presence  of  the  officers,  and  of  sundry 
citizens,  by  which  he  demonstrated  his  ability  to  ef- 
face totally  and  without  leaving  a solitary  trace,  every 
ink  mark  existing  on  the  face  of'  the  notes.  The  im- 
pressions made  by  the  ink  were  removed,  by  the  fea- 
thers point  of  a quill  imbued  with  some  chemical  pre- 
paration compounded  by  the  gentleman  in  question. 
He  thus  established  with  perfect  ease  that  certificates 
of  deposite  and  other  bank  documents  in  writing  can 
be  altered  for  purposes  of  counterfeiting.  After  this 
experiment,  he  wrote  a few  lines  on  a piece  of  ordinary 
writing  paper,  and  sent  it  to  the  most  experienced  che- 
mist in  the  city,  declaring  that  it  was  impossible  to  re- 
move it. 

We  understand  he  has  offered  to  vend  his  secret  to 
the  various  banking  institutions  in  the  city,  at  a rea- 
sonable rate.  We  likewise  learn  that  the  same  gentle- 
man has  made  known  hi3  discovery  to  the  Bank  of 
England.  [New  Orleans  Bee , 


A national  bank.  The  Washington  correspondent 
of  the  Charleston  Courier  says — “The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  prepared  a plan  for  a national  bank,  which 
he  intends  to  lay  before  congress  in  his  report,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  coming  session.  In  its  main 
features  it  will  resemble  the  late  bank,  but  will  be  sur- 
rounded with  such  checks,  guards  and  restrictions,  as 
experience  has  indicated  as  useful  or  necessary.  He 
will  propose  a capital  of  thirty-five  millions.  He  has 
not  determined,  it  is  said,  upon  the  locality  of  the  mo- 
ther bank.’’ 

Cotton.  At  Charleston  last  week  1,465  bales  of 
Upland  sold  at  9all5C.;Sea  Island  21a56c.  Stock, 
4,220  Upland,  12,521  Sea  Island. 

Mobile,  May  8.  The  sales  since  Wednesday  morn- 
ing amount  to  2,000  or  2,500  bales.  The  rates  have 
been  somewhat  irregular; yesterday  ll|alHc.  were  the 
current  prices  for  fair  cotton;  to-day  llj  full  up.  Hold- 
ers have  manifested  much  anxiety  throughout  the  week 
to  sell,  but  generally  refuse  the  concessions  demanded 
by  purchasers. 

New  Orleans,  May  8.  The  markets  have  been  unu- 
sually dull  during  all  the  week.  Cotton — The  sales 
were  8,200  bales;  on  qualities  of  middling  fair  and 
above  have  been  established  a slight  advance,  owing 
to  their  scarcity.  Business  this  season  will  close  at 
least  one  month  earlier  than  usual.  Liverpool  classifi- 
cation— ord.  9ja9j,  mid.  lOalOf;  mid.  fair  lOjalOf;  fair 
11 j;  fully  fair  11 1;  good  fair  12a  121;  good  and  fine  13 
fancy  crops  14;  N.  Alabama  and  Tennessee  9al0g. 

The  New  Orleans  chamber  of  commerce  has  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  endeavor  to  procure  an  altera- 
tion in  the  period  for  making  up  the  annual  statement 
of  the  cotton  and  sugar  crops.  The  31st  of  August  is 
recommended,  instead  of  the  1st  October. 

Congressional  elections.  Tennessee.  1st  district — 
Thos.  D.  Arnold  (.whig)  is  elected  without  opposition. 
2d  district — Abm.  McClellan  (V.  B.)  re-elected. 

3d  district — Joseph  L.  Williams  (whig)  re-elected 
without  opposition. 

7th  district — Robt.  L.  Caruthers  (whig)  elected  by  a 
large  majority. 

No  other  district  heard  from. 

North  Carolina.  Reports  say  that  the  whigs  have 
gained  two  or  three  representatives  at  the  recent  elec- 
tion. 

Indiana.  From  the  fifth  congressional  district  (late- 
ly represented  by  Mr.  Rariden),  Andrew  Kennedy 
(V.  B.)  is  elected.  This  is  the  strongest  whig  district 
in  the  slate,  and  the  whigs  defeated  themselves  by 
running  two  candidates  instead  of  one.  Whig  repre- 
sentatives are  elected  from  all  the  other  districts  of  the 
state. 

The  coal  trade.  The  Miners’  Journal  says;  The 
Shamokin  coal  trade  commenced  on  the  25tn  ult.  by 
the  transportation  of  coal  over  the  western  portion  of 
the  Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road  to  Sunbury.  A 
large  increase  of  coal  will  be  mined  at  Shamokin  this 
season,  nearly  all  of  which  will  be  required  at  Danville 
and  the  surrounding  towns,  to  supply  the  iron  works 
in  that  quarter. 

The  water  was  let  into  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
canal  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  the  transportation  of 
coal  from  the  Lackawana  region  commenced  this 
week.  This  region  will  furnish  this  season  a supply  of 
from  150  to  170,000  tons. 

Very  little  if  any  coal  will  be  shipped  from  the  Le- 
high region  before  the  middle  of  July.  The  supply 
will  be  regulated  in  a great  measure  by  the  time  they 
commence  business. 

The  Schuylkill  coal  trade  will  commence  about  the 
17th  inst.  The  supply  from  this  region  wjll  be  influ- 
enced in  a measure  by  the  demand  in  the  early  part  of 
the  shipping  season,  and  the  prices  obtained  for  the 
article.  The  great  prostration  of  the  coal  trade  for  the 
last  two  years,  has  crippled  the  resources  of  our  col- 
liers to  an  almost  ruinous  extent;  and  it  is  certain  that 
without  they  obtain  fair  remunerating  prices  for  their 
coal  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  a full  supply  of  coal 
cannot  be  expected. 

Deaths  during  last  week — at  Philadelphia  130,  of 
which  48  were  under  two  years  of  age,  and  17  of  con- 
sumption. At  Baltimore  44,  of  which  19  were  under 
two  years  of  age,  7 free  colored  and  4 slaves,  nine  died 
of  consumption. 

Flour  at  New  York  is  down  to  $4  50a$4  62j — a 
largfe  supply  arriving  from  the  west.  At  Baltimore 
wagon  price  $4  37a$4  50;  city  mills  $4  75.  The  in- 
spections of  the  week  11,442  bids,  and  306  half  bbls.- 

Fires.  At  Toronto,  U.  C.  about  twenty-five  dwel- 
ling houses  were  destroyed  by  fire  a few  days  since- 
loss  estimated  at  £15,000. 

At  New  Orleans,  Ogden’s  cotton  press,  Magazine 
street,  with  350  bales  cotton — loss  estimated  at  $15,000. 

Lumber.  The  steamboat  Relief,  captain  Sanner, 
arrived  from  Port  Deposite,  having  in  tow  a raft  con- 
taining five  millions  feet  of  lumber,  consigned  to  colo- 
nel Weatherby,  and  others.  Baltimore  is  the  natural 
port  for  the  products  of  the  Susquehanna  valley,  and 
it  only  requires  a small  amount  of  enterprise  to  make 
our  market  one  of  the  first  in  the  country,  for  many 
articles  of  indispensable  use.  Among  the  products  of 
this  great  valley,  none  is  more  valuable  than  the  lum- 
ber, of  various  kinds  and  qualities,  which  float  down 
the  Susquehanna,  and  the  knowledge  that  such  im- 
mense quantities,  as  is  indicated  by  the  above,  reach 
Baltimore,  will  tend  to  bring  purchasers  “all  along 
shores”  > ■ [ Ball.  Sun. 


Malt.  The  following  is  a return  of  the  quantity  of 
malt  used  in  distilleries,  for  the  years  1839  and  1840,  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland: 

1839.  1840, 

Bushels.  Bushels. 

England  237.072  23S.163 

Scotland  3,321.754  2.312.619 

Ireland  664,516  486,240 


Total  4,223,342  4,037,122 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  while  there  has 
been  a slight  increase  in  the  quantity  of  malt  used  in 
the  distilleries  in  England  during  the  last  year,  and  only 
a very  slight  decrease  in  Scotland,  the  falling  off  in 
Ireland  has  amounted  to  nearly  one-third.  So  much 
for  the  labors  of  Father  Matthew. 

Mitchell,  the  forger.  Officer  Bowyer  received 
governor  Seward’s  requisition  on  lord  Sydenham,  and 
proceeded  to  Montreal.  Captain  Comeauof  the  Mon- 
treal police  accompanied  Mr.  Bowyer  to  Burlington, 
and  as  soon  as  they  reached  the  American  waters  for- 
mally surrendered  the  prisoner  in  the  name  of  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty.  Mitchell  is  said  to  be  perfectly  callous 
and  to  avow  his  determination  to  plead  guilty  of  the 
crimes  with  which  he  is  charged.  He  is  in  the  N.  York 
prison. 

St.  Louis  tragedy.  All  four  of  the  persons  accus- 
ed of  the  attrocious  crime  of  murder  and  arson  per- 
petrated on  the  17th  April,  have  been  arrested — three 
of  them  had  reached  St.  Louis  in  irons,  and  Madison, 
their  leader,  was  on  his  way  on  the  5th  inst.  strictly 
guarded. 

“Schoolmasters  abroad.’’  The  Boston  Journal  of 
Monday  says:  The  three  Normal  schools  in  this  state, 
will  send  out  during  the  present  year,  over  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  teachers — more  thoroughly  prepared, 
unquestionably,  than  any  equal  number  have  ever 
been  before  at  any  one  time. 

The  steamer.  The  steamer  Britannia,  capt.  Cle- 
land,  left  Boston  on  the  16th  inst.  at  3 o’clock  for  Hali- 
fax and  Liverpool.  She  had  eighty-three  passengers; 
and  twenty  who  wished  to  go  out  in  her,  says  the  Bos- 
ton Transcript,  were  unable  to  obtain  berths,  they  hav- 
ing all  been  previously  taken  up.  Only  four  of  the 
passengers  will  stop  at  Halifax,  where  she  will  take  in 
thirty  additional.  Two  steamers  are  now  on  the 
ocean,  heading  for  the  United  States.  The  Boston 
steamer,  now  thirteen  days  out  will  arrive  this  week, 
and  the  British  Queen  a week  from  port — the  next 
week. 

Slavers  captured.  A letter  received  at  New  Bed- 
ford, from  H.  Carroll,  esq.  U.  S.  consul  at  St.  Helena, 
dated  March  26,  1841,  states  that  five  Portuguese 
slavers  had  just  been  brought  in  at  St.  Helena,  hav- 
ing been  capiured-  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  by  the 
British  naval  force  on  that  station,  with  upwards  of# 
one  thousand  slaves  on  board.  The  slaves  had  been* 
landed  at  St.  Helena,  and  remained  of  course  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  British  government. 

Stocks.  At  N.  York,  May  17,  $100,000  N.  York 
state  5|;  at  20  years  sold  at  par.  Indiana  sterling 
bond  55|  to  58.  Illinois  1870  at  55.  Bank  of  U.  S. 
shares  $18. 

Specie.  A draft  on  the  sub-treasurer  of  one  of  the 
sub-treasurers,  in  the  city,  for  $30,000,  was  presented 
yesterday  from  a bank  in  Wall  street,  with  a particu- 
lar request  that  it  might  be  paid  in  bank  notes.  But 
the  sub-treasurer  had  more  silver  than  paper  at  his 
command,  and  the  bank  was  compelled  to  receive  the 
amount  in  specie.  DV.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Tea.  New  York  auction  sales,  May  17.  6 months — 

Gunpowder — 94  half  chests  at  47ga45;  494  12  and 
131b.  boxes  at  56;  280  61b.  boxes  withdrawn.  Impe- 
rial— 24  121b.  boxes  55g ; 476  do.  and  1,061  61b.  with- 
drawn. Hyson — 498  1 lib-  boxes  at  51ga49;  300  51b. 
boxes  withdrawn.  Young  Hyson — 25  131b.  boxes  at 
58;  88  do.  withdrawn;  25  do.  at  49j;  675  do.  with- 
drawn. Congo — 10  half  chests  34|;  90  do.  and  100 
chests  withdrawn. 

Tobacco.  The  Hannibal  Journal  says  that  north- 
ern Missouri  may  safely  challenge  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States  in  producing  the  article  of  tobacco 
and  hemp.  It  is  believed  that  1,000  to  1,500  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco  will  be  shipped  at  St.  Louis  alone 
the  coming  season. 

New  Orleans,  May  8.  Our  tobacco  market  remains 
without  any  material  alteration.  We  estimate  the 
quantity  actually  on  sale  at  4,500  to  5,900  hhds.  Sales 
of  the  week  are  upwards  of  1,000  hhds-  at  very  steady 
prices. 

Weather  and  crops.  The  St.  Louis  Republican 
of  the  4th  inst.  says:  The  weather  continues  cold,  and 
the  air  raw  and  chilly  It  is  supposed  that  heavy  rains 
must  have  fallen  to  the  north  of  this.  The  river  is 
high,  and  for  a day  or  so  past  has  been  at  a stand, 
having  risen  about  two  feet  the  day  or  two  previous. 

Tlie  Newark  (Ohio)  Advertiser  of  the  8th  instant, 
says:  The  season  so  far  has  been  unpropitious  to  tho 
planters.  Not  an  acre  of  corn  has  yet  been  planted  in 
this  neighborhood,  that  we  know  of,  and  very  little 
ploughing  done.  Fires  are  yet  kept  up,  and  this  is  the 
8th  of  May.  The  prospect  is  indeed  gloomy  for  the. 
farmers;  but  they  should  not  forget  the  promise,  that 
“there  shall  always  be  seed  time  and  harvest.’’  The 
fruit  holds  on  well,  we  believe. 

Wheat.  At  Baltimore,  Maryland  white  is  quoted 
at  95  to  $1  05;  red  85a95. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  really  important  intelligence  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Caladonia  at  New  York,  on  the  19th  inst. 
is  the  annunciation,  by  the  British  ministry,  of  a 
purpose  to  bring  in  a bill  to  abolish  the  corn  law 
monopoly. 

This  measure  was  imputed,  J>y  the  opposition,  to 
the  defeat  of  ministers  on  the  Irish  registration  bill. 
From  whatever  cause,  it  is  one  in  which  these  U. 
Slates  and  all  gram  growing  countries  have  a deep 
interest. 

In  answer  to  a question  as  to  what  shape  the  coi  n 
law  repeal  would  take,  lord  John  Russell  said  “It 
was  usually  inconvenient  to  state  the  oalline  of  the 
measure  before  there  should  be  an  opportunity  ol 
staling  the  reasons  for  it;  but  he  tiad  here  no  hesita- 
tion n;  saying  generally  that  ttie  principle  on  which 
lie  intended  to  proceed  was  that  ol  moderate  fixed 
duty;  and  lie  should  propose  it  as  a government  mea- 
sure, on  winch  tile  cabinet  was  united.  With  re- 
spect to  commerce,  it  was  the  opinion  of  ministers 
not  only  that  liberal  principles  were  abstractly  tire 
true  ones,  but  that  the  present  crisis  especially  re- 
quired their  practical  application.” 

The  agricultural  ana  tory  interest  will  doubtless 
oppose  tins  measure,  but  the  middling  classes  and 
manufacturing  interest  will  be  in  its  lavor. 

Every  thing  lor  foreign  countries  depends  upon 
the  ratio  of  duties  that  may  be  established. 

Theie  is  a great  deficiency  in  tire  budget.  The 
chancellor  ol  the  exchequer,  in  opening  tne  matter 
to  die  house  of  commons,  said  the  deficiency  of  the 
year  was  £1,840,000;  the  next  year’s  expenditure 
would  exceed  £50,000,000;  while  the  revenue 
would  not  reach  over  £48,310,000,  leaving  a de- 
ficiency of  £2,410,000.  Tile  actual  permanent  de- 
ficiency, however,  would  not  be  over  £1,700,000 
some  of  the  expenditures  being  extraordinary.  In 
order  to  provide  lor  this  deficiency,  he  proposed  al- 
terations on  the  duties  on  timber  and  sugar. 

The  duty  on  colonial  timber  was  10?.  per  load; 
on  Baltic  55s.  being  a protecting  duty  of  450  per 
cent.  He  proposed  to  reduce  the  Baltic  duty  to 
60s.  and  raise  the  colonial  duty  to  20s.  in  conso- 
nance with  an  intention  formerly  announced  by  lord 
Altborp,  and  sanctioned  by  a committee.  This 
would  leave  a protection  of  30s.  and  he  expect- 
ed from  that  change  an  additional  revenue  of 
£600,000. 

Now,  as  to  sugar:  For  the  last  two  years  tiie 
lower  classes  have  suliered  severely  from  the  high 
price  of  this  article,  now  almost  a necessary  of  hie, 
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certainly  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  poor 
man’s  comforts.  He  proposed  to  leave  the  duty  on 
colonial  sugars,  as  now,  at  24s.  per  cwt.;  and  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  sugar  from  £3  3s.  per 
cwt.  to  36s.  retaining  in  both  cases  the  5 per  cent, 
added  last  yeaj.  He  estimated  his  gain  from  this 
change  at  £700,000,  which,  with  the  £600,000 
from  tiie  timber,  would  give  a total  of  £ 1,300,000. 
The  duties  attaching  upon  corn,  if  the  measures 
contemplated  by  government  were  effected,  would 
provide  for  any  remaining  defalcation;  but  at  all 
events,  he  was  determined  to  make  up  tile  deficien- 
cy of  the  revenue  from  some  quarter  or  other. 

Lord  John  Russell  gave  notice  that  on  Monday, 
the  31st  May,  he  should  move  for  a committee  of 
the  whole  house  to  take  into  consideration  the  acts 
relating  to  the  trade  in  corn.  (Loud  cries  of  hear, 
hear,  hear,  from  the  ministerial  benches,  whicli  was 
followed  by  one  of  tile  most  extraordinary  scenes 
we  ever  witnessed  in  the  house;  alter  the  cries  of 
hear,  hear,  had  subsided  on  these  benches,  the  tory 
members  cheered  repeatedly,  over  and  over  again, 
in  a manner  between  irony  and  mere  vociferation. 
The  notice  of  tiie  noble  lord  seemed  to  create  the 
utmost  excitement,  during  which  Mr.  Sergeant 
Jackson  handed  to  lord  Stanly  apocket  book,  which 
that  noble  lord  handed  across  the  table  to  lord  John 
Russell.  This  was  also  followed  by  a renewal  of 
the  tory  noises.  Ultimately,  it  turned  out  that  the 
day  thus  fixed  was  Whit- Monday,  generally  ob- 
served as  a holyday  by  the  house.  The  uobie  lord 
(John  Russell)  shortly  after  fixed  his  motion  for 
the  first  order  day  after  that  he  had  first  named). 

[The  following  are  extracts  from  the  debates  on 
the  budget.] 

The  chaneellorofthe  exchequer.  His  noble  friend 
had  commenced  the  discussion  this  evening  by  an- 
nouncing to  the  house  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
bring  before  them,  for  their  consideration,  the  du- 
ties that  were  now  imposed  upon  corn.  (Cheers). 
It  was  a subject  of  the  deepest  and  greatest  impor- 
tance, and  it  was  one  which  could  not  be  well 
brought  incidentally  into  discussion  upon  a de- 
bate of  the  budget.  At  the  same  time  he  could 
not  overlook  it  in  the  statement  t fiat  he  was  about 
to  make.  He  certainly  admitted  that  there  were 
£400,000  that  were  left  unprovided  for  by  him, 
feeling  satisfied  that,  if  the  proposition  of  his  noble 
friend  were  adopted,  that  sum  would  be  found  suffi- 
ciently provided  for  by  the  stability  of  tiie  revenue. 
(Hear.)  He  wished  to  state  that  it  was  his  deter- 
mination, whatever  was  the  result  of  his  noble 
friend’s  proposition,  to  make  up  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  lie  had  already  stated.  His  determination 
was,  before  the  close  of  the  year,  to  make  a provi- 
sion ior  the  £400,000:  and  if  the  house  did  not  t3ke 
the  course  suggested  by  his  noble  friend,  he  meant 
to  propose  raising  that  surn  by  direct  taxation,  as 
tiie  means  of  providing  for  it.  (Loud  cheers.)  It 
was  quite  true  that  lie  had  felt  some  difficulty  as  to 
the  mode  of  dealing  with  this  question;  as  he  had 
been  anxious  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
mingling  the  revenues  of  the  country  with  the  great 
and  important  question  of  the  corn  laws.  (Hear.) 
But  he  could  not  conceal  from  himself,  tior  from 
honorable  gentlemen,  on  whatever  side  they  sat, 
that  a question  of  principle  was  involved  in  it.  It 
was  not  a mere  scrambling  for  mere  sums  of  money, 
and  the  collecting  them  from  one  quarter  or  ano- 
ther; but  it  was  a question  whether  they  would 
have  still  some  large  protecting  interests,  or  whe- 
ther they  would  repeal  laws  that,  as  they  stood, im- 
posed additional  burdens  upon  tiie  people.  (Hear.) 
And  if  they  took  it  in  that  view,  they  must  consi- 
der not  only  the  question  of  protecting  tiie  West 
Indian  interest  or  the  Canadian  timber  grower,  but 
they  must  look,  also,  into  tile  principle  of  protec- 
tion given  to  the  growtli  of  corn.  (Hear,  hear.) 
They  must  see  that  this  involved  a question  of 
great  interest  and  of  vast  importance.  He  should 
state,  and  had  stated,  only  this  point,  witli  respect 
to  what  he  considered  would  be  the  etfect  upon  the 
revenues  of  tiie  country.  His  right  honorable 
friend,  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  as  be- 
longing  to  his  department,  would  submit  to  the 
committee  measures  which,  with  safety  to  the  re- 
venue, could  be  recommended  to  parliament  for  the 
revision  of  certain  duties  that  are  now  pending. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  whole  question  was  a measure 
of  finance.  He  had  come  before  the  house  to  state 
to  them  the  revenue  and  the  income  likely  to  ac- 


crue for  the  piesent  year.  He  asked  them  for  what 
lie  was  sure  they  would  not  refuse,  whatever  their 
decision  might  be.  He  called  upon  them  to  make 
a proper  provison  for  preserving  the  good  faith  and 
to  sustain  the  honor  and  interests  of  this  country. 
(Cheers.)  It  had  become  the  question  with  them, 
in  what  mode  was  the  deficiency  to  be  made  up? 
And  therefore  it  was  that  he  proposed  to  them  a 
direct  tax;  and  whatsoever  that  tax  might  be,  whe- 
ther a tax  upon  property,  or  whatever  else  might 
be  their  decision,  still  he  asked  them  whether  they 
would  be  prepared  entirely  to  refuse  tiie  considera- 
tion of  the  interests  of  their  own  population,  or 
whether  tiiey  would,  by  reducing  these  protect- 
ing duties,  obtain  what  was  required  to  keep  up 
the  revenue,  and  not  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  peo- 
ple. (Cheers.)  At  the  same  time,  although  he 
put  it  as  a revenue  question,  he  could  not  forbear 
calling  the  attention  of  the  house  somewhat  to  the 
position  of  our  trade,  and  to  the  advisability  and 
importance  of  the  step  which  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment proposed  for  the  consideration  of  tiie  house. 
Gentlemen  would  admit  that  this  was  not  a ques- 
tion of  mere  abstract  principles;  that  it  was  not 
merely  a question  of  raising  a revenue  as  some- 
thing to  discharge  all  the  obligations  laid  upon  it. 
They  had  it  at  present  admitted  that  there  was  a 
heavy  debt;  and  even  if  there  were  no  deficiency, 
even  if  they  had  not  to  decide  as  to  tiie  amount  they 
had  to  provide  for — even  under  these  circumstances 
he  would  venture  to  recommend  to  the  house  to 
adopt  a liberal  policy  with  regaid  to  the  imposition 
of  duties.  [Cheers.]  He  did  not  ask  the  house  to 
adopt  all  the  opinions  they  might  hear  from  differ- 
ent quarters,  but  he  did  ask  them  to  look  at  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs.  [Opposition  cheers,  re-echoed 
by  tiie  ministerial  benches.]  They  had  Ihe  Ger- 
man league  [loud  cheers]  extending  its  ramifica- 
tions, and  every  year,  if  lie  mistook  not,  growing 
more  inclined  in  favor  of  protecting  duties.  They 
had  the  American  tariff  coming  under  consideration 
this  year.  They  bad  the  treaty  with  the  Brazils, 
[cheers],  which  soon  must  be  the  subject  of  nego- 
tiation. He  could  but  feel  that  they  were  coining 
to  a most  important  crisis,  and  that  upon  the  divi- 
sion to  which  the  house  might  come  upon  these 
propositions  must  depend  the  commercial  policy 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.  [Cheers.]  They 
might  negotiate  as  they  pleased,  but  what  would 
be  the  answer  given  by  the  parties  with  whom  they 
would  negociate?  Tiiey  would  tell  them  that  “cer- 
tainly you  press  to  have  our  markets  thrown  open 
to  your  commerce,  but  it  has  so  happened  that  late- 
ly you  have  had  that  question  brought  before  your- 
selves; that  it  was  a question  not  whether  you  would 
make  a few  abstract  changes  upon  risk,  but  whether 
you  would  raise  one  million  and  a half  more  by  tax- 
ation, or  by  admitting  foreign  goods  into  your  coun- 
try.” They  will  further  tell  you,  “We  hear  what  you 
say,  and  see  what  you  do.”  [Cheers.]  They  will 
say,  “You  have  written  your  own  condemnation — 
you  have  given  the  answer  that  must  be  return- 
ed.” It  would  be  in  vain  that  they  would  press 
upon  them  the  expediency  of  adopting  a liberal 
line  of  policy,  if  they  themselves  proposed,  in  the 
very  same  case,  to  keep  up  a prohibition  in  the 
shape  of  protection.  He  admitted  that  he  was 
dealing  witli  a point  that  did  not  strictly  belong  to 
the  subject,  but  he  thought  it  was  one  upon  which 
he  felt  the  greatest  interest.  It  was  one  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  this  country,  and  one  which  he 
sineprely  trusted,  if  there  was  any  intention  what- 
ever to  admit  the  produce  of  foreign  markets,  and 
to  proceed  in  a course  of  liberal  policy,  the  house 
would  feel  that  they  ought  not  to  delay  and  post- 
pone until  they  had  lost  the  markets  of  tile  world, 
(cheers)  and  had  nothing  left  but  to  give  way  with 
regret  and  despair.  (Loud  cheers). 

Mr.  Hume.  If  he  understood  rightly,  the  plans 
of  the  government  embraced  a remodelling  of  (lie 
corn  laws.  (Cheers.)  They  were  about,  also,  as 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  declared,  to  alter 
the  duties  on  timber  and  sugar,  the  two  most  im- 
portant articles.  He  thought  that  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  did  right  in  putting  forward  those 
articles  as  a means  by  which  the  revenue  might  be 
kept  up.  He  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  put  down 
a large  portion  of  tiie  expenditure;  but  suppose 
they  kept  up  the  expenditure,  lie  though t that  the 
changes  to  be  made  wilt)  regard  to  those  two  items, 
and  in  the  article  of  coffee  and  other  articles,  to 


194 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER-MAY  29,  1841— FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


which  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house,  would  be  productive 
of  advantages  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  be- 
yond any  measures  that  had  been  brought  forward 
in  his  time;  changes  effected  not  only  without  de- 
falcation, but  with  an  increase  of  revenue;  changes 
by  which  not  only  would  our  commerce  be  increas- 
ed, but  the  working  man,  who  had  hitherto  been 
neglected,  would  have  the  means  of  earning  his 
livelihood,  and  would  not  be  driven  to  depend  on 
the  poor  laws,  or  any  other  dependence;  and  he 
would  tell  the  noble  lord  who  had  charge  of  the  poor 
law  bill  that  much  of  the  clamor  that  distracted  the 
country,  much  of  the  complaint  against  the  amend- 
ed poor  laws,  would  never  have  been  brought  for- 
ward if  the  government  had,  two  or  three  years 
ago,  when  the  bill  was  brought  in,  offered  the  mea- 
sures now  proposed;  and  if,  when  they  threw  the 
workingman  on  his  own  resources,  they  had  at  the 
same  time  thrown  open  the  markets  ot  Europe  for 
their  food,  and  the  markets  of  the  world  lor  their 
industry,  thus  enabling  them  to  free  themselves 
from  the  workhouse.  (Hear,  hear.)  Nopeople  in 
any  part  of  the  world  labored  like  Englishmen; 
and  was  it  not  hard  that  destructive  laws  should 
be  allowed  to  exist  to  deprive  him  ot  the  means  of 
labor,  and  of  food,  its  reward?  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Tamworlh,  on  a 
former  occasion,  state  that  he  did  not  object  to  a re- 
consideration of  the  corn  laws, and  hoped  that  now, 
when  l he  occasion  offered,  he  would  not  disappoint 
the  just  expectations  of  Ihe  people  on  this  head. 
He  was  obliged  to  (he  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
for  the  promises  he  held  out  in  favor  of  an  enlarged 
free  trade,  and  he  hoped  that  in  treating  of  this 
important  subject  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite 
would  treat  it  as  a great  national  question,  and  not 
as  a party  question.  (Hear,  hear.)  For  his  part, 
he  was  prepared  to  take  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man’s promises  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were 
given,  having  no  doubt  lhat  in  the  end  they  would 
result  in  the  increased  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

Lord  John  Russell.  With  regard  to  the  general 
principles  on  which  the  government  proposes  to 
act,  I stated  before  the  house  adjourned  for  the 
Easter  holydays,  that  we  had  made  up  our  minds 
as  to  the  change  which  it  was  necessary  to  effect  in 
the  regulations  of  trade.  I do  believe  that  sound 
as  those  principles  are  on  which  we  mean  to  pro- 
ceed, unanswerable  as  the  theoretical  arguments 
are  which  have  been  urged  by  great  writers  and 
statesmen  as  applicable  to  them,  this  is  the  occasion, 
and  the  critical  state  has  arisen  in  the  affairs  of  this 
nation,  which  require  the  application  of  those  prin- 
ciples. (Cheers.)  Not  only  has  ar.  opportunity 
been  presented  for  a prudent  application  of  those 
principles;  not  only  can  you  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  maturely  considering  the  laws  which  have  hither- 
to prevailed  on  the  subject,  but  this  is  the  particu- 
lar time  that  great  mischiefs,  not  to  say  great  perils, 
can  be  avoided  by  your  settlement  of  this  question. 
(Cheers.)  And  if  you  determine,  I will  not  say 
to  adopt  this  proposition  or  the  other,  but  if  you 
determine  to  reject  some  such  change  in  duty  on 
corn  as  that  which  I mean  to  submit;  if  you  deter- 
mine to  make  no  change  in  the  commercial  policy, 
but  to  stand  by  the  principles  of  monopoly  and  ex- 
clusion, this  is  the  particular  time  that  such  a course 
will  have  an  influence,  and  a most  unfortunate  in- 
fluence, on  the  prosperity  of  this  country.  (Cheers. ) 
Thus  persuaded,  as  the  government  has  been,  and 
as  I stated  they  were  on  a former  occasion,  it  will 
be  for  my  right  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Lahouchere, 
we  suppose),  to  proceed  with  bis  propositions  at  as 
early  a period  as  will  be  consistent  with  their  due 
consideration,  and  for  me  to  submit  the  measures 
on  the  corn  laws  of  which  I have  given  notice.  I 
trust  that  what  I have  said  as  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples on  which  1 mean  lo  proceed  will  rather  have 
a good  than  a prejudicial  effect;  and  if  I expose 
myself  to  the  disadvantage  of  giving  the  effect  of 
the  measure  without  urging  the  grounds  and  rea- 
sons on  which  it  is  supported,  I must  be  content. 

Mr.  Lahouchere  said  he  did  not  rise  to  trouble 
the  house  with  any  lengthened  observations  on  a 
question  which  has  already  been  so  fully  discussed, 
the  more  so  as  he  would  have  many  future  oppor- 
tunities for  expressing  his  opinions.  But  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  some  remarks  of  a general 
nature  had  been  made  which  imposed  on  him  the 
necessity  ofreques  ing  the  indulgence  of  the  com 
mittee  for  a tew  moments.  The  noble  lord,  the 
member  from  Northumberland,  had  asked  the  go 
vernment  whether  they  brought  forward  the  duly 
on  corn  as  an  isolated  question,  or  as  dependant  on 
and  connected  with  the  general  principles  they  in- 
tended to  propose  for  the  adoption  of  the  house. 
To  that  question  he,  (Mr.  Lahouchere),  was  pre- 
pared to  give  a distinct  answer.  He  thought  it  had 
'been  already  distinctly  stated  by  his  right  honorable 


friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  govern- 
ment, in  proposing  to  revise  the  duty  on  corn,  did 
not  do  so  merely  with  reference  to  that  single  ques- 
tion, but  that  inasmuch  a3  they  had  come  to  Ihe 
conclusion  lhat  it  was  necessary  for  ihe  great  in- 
terests of  the  community  that  the  whole  commer- 
cial system  should  be  revisrd,  it  would  be  both  un- 
just and  impolitic  to  attempt  such  revision  without, 
in  the  first  instance,  grappling  with  the  greatest 
difficulty,  namely,  the  duly  on  corn.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Indeed,  he,  should  be  ashamed  of  the  position  in 
which  government  would  stand,  if,  while  they  were 
prepared  to  favor  the  manufacturing  interests  by 
changes  which  might  inflict  temporary  injury  on 
certain  classes  of  the  community,  they  should  shrink 
from  this  question,  merely  because  the  great  inte- 
rests connected  with  it  might  raise  a powerlqLoppo- 
sition.  He  thought  that  if  government  had  pursued 
that  course  they  would  have  been  open  to  the  re- 
proaches of  the  house  and  of  the  country.  Some  re- 
marks had  been  made  as  to  the  right  of  his  honorable 
friend  having  made  the  corn  law  a budget  question. 
As  a mere  question  of  revenue,  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  not  brought  it  prominently  forward;  all  he  had 
said  was,  that  while  dealing  with  great  commercial 
questions,  while  recommending  great  fiscal  altera- 
tions, he  could  not  ask  the  house  to  impose  taxes; 
to  vote  money  which  he  had  hopes  he  should  be 
able  to  raise  by  some  of  those  alterations.  (Hear, 
here.)  Incidently,  therefore,  this  question  became 
a budget  question,  but  it  viould  have  to  be  consi- 
dered in  conjunction  with  many  others  which  had 
not  yet  been  alluded  lo — considered  with  the  ut- 
most care  arid  deliberation.  All  he,  (Mr.  Lahou- 
chere), hoped  was,  that,  having  arrived  at  a great 
crisis,  speaking  not  only  financially,  but  commer- 
cially, the  house  would  show  an  intention  of  acting 
in  the  right  direction.  Some  honorable  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  the  report  of  the  import  duties  com- 
mittee, and  seemed  to  suppose  that  some  great  ma- 
chinery had  been  put  in  motion  to  spread  that  re- 
port throughout  the  country.  He  knew  what  the 
feeling  was  on  the  subject  throughout  the  country. 
There  never  had  been  a more  intense,  a more  ge- 
neral feeling,  although  that  feeling  had  not  been  in- 
flamed by  any  popular  declamation.  He  could  as- 
sure the  house,  and  he  appealed  for  corroboration  to 
those  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  manufacturing  ar.d  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  country,  that  the  meetings  which  had 
taken  place  on  the  subject  had  not  been  of  a party 
character,  but  had  consisted  of  men  of  all  shades 
in  politics,  who  had  merged  all  their  differences  in 
anxiety  for  the  general  good.  (Hear,  hear,  hear.) 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  for  a moment  that  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  England  were  such 
ignorant  men  as  to  propose  a great  and  important 
change  merely  on  the  report  of  a committee  of  the 
house  of  commons?  It  was  not  the  opinions  of  the 
witnesses,  but  the  statements  and  the  figures  they 
brought  forward,  that  produced  the  effect.  (Hear 
from  lord  Sandon.)  His  noble  friend  opposite  cheer- 
ed. He  (Mr.  Lahouchere)  thoughtthat  many  state- 
ments in  the  report  were  wild  and  exaggerated,  but 
many  of  them,  he  must  also  say,  were  exceedingly 
valuable.  He  would  remind  the  house  of  a petition 
which  had  been  presented — a petition  which,  from 
ihe  signatures  which  were  attached  to  it,  deserved 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  tiouse.  As  it  was 
exceedingly  short,  he  would  draw  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  its  contents.  The  petitioners  stated 
that  the  present  differenlial  duties  were  injurious  to 
our  commerce,  and  pressed  heavily  on  the  consu- 
mer while  giving  an  undue  protection  to  our  colo- 
nies, and  they  concluded  by  praying  for  a revision 
of  those  duties.  That  was  a rational  petition,  and 
if  the  house  would  look  at  the  signatures  attached, 
they  would  see  that,  since  the  petition  which  was 
presented  by  the  present  lord  Ashburton  at  the  time 
Mr.  Huskisson  introduced  -his  great  commercial 
measure, no  petition  had  been  presented  representing 
so  great  a portion  of  the  mercantile  wealth  and  in- 
telligence of  the  city  of  London.  To  show  that  the 
excitement  on  this  question  had  nothing  in  it  of  a 
party  character,  he  had  only  to  mention  the  first 
name  attached  to  the  petition,  that  of  Mr.  Horsely 
Palmer,  a gentleman  who,  while  remarkable  for  his 
intelligence  and  station,  was  totally  opposed  to  the 
present  government  (Hear,  hear. ) The  name  of 
that  gentleman  was  followed  by  those  of  some  of 
the  leading  firms  ol'the  city  of  London,  a fact  which 
clearly  proved  that  the  agitation  had  not  been 
brought  about  by  speculators  or  deelauners,  or  pro- 
duced by  the  report  of  the  committee.  In  reality, 
the  feeling  had  been  excited  by  a sense  of  suffering, 
by  the  evil  effects  which  the  present  restrictive 
system  was  producing  on  our  commercial  relations 
with  foreign  countries,  and  by  a profound  convic- 
tion that  the  time  was  come  when  some  important 
change  was  absolutely  necessary.  With  regard  to 
the  manufacturing  interests,  he  could  only  say  that 


he  had  received  deputations  from  Lancashire,  com- 
posed of  men  of  all  parties,  and  he  had  never  seen 
a stronger  feeling  displayed  than  that  which  animat- 
ed those  gentlemen.  He  hoped  that  the  house,  in 
considering  these  questions,  would  not  leave  out  of 
view  the  points  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  bis 
right  honorable  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, namely,  the  condition  in  which  we  stood  with 
reference  to  the  two  countries  w hich  were  the  great- 
est consumers  of  our  manufactures — the  U.  States 
and  Brazil.  The  U.  States  were  our  best  customers, 
and  Dext  them  Brazil;  indeed,  in  the  article  of  manu- 
factured cotton,  the  latter  was  our  best  consumer. 
With  regard  lo  the  U.  States,  the  question  stood  thus: 
There  would  be  a special  meeting  of  congress  at 
end  of  the  ensuing  month,  for  the  consideration  of 
commercial  affairs.  The  Americans  were  in  the 
same  state  as  ourselves  with  regard  to  revenue,  and 
at  this  congress  there  would  no  doubt  be  a struggle 
as  to  whether  the  deficiency  should  be  supplied  by 
additional  duties  laid  on  foreign  manufactures,  or  in 
a way  similar  to  that  which  his  right  honorable  friend 
had  proposed.  Mr.  Clay’s  act  would  (hen  have  ex- 
pired, so  that  the  congress  would  be  completely  free 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  remodelling  the  tariff, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  their  proceedings  would 
be  greatly  influenced  by  the  steps  which  might  be 
taken  by  this  country.  It  was  notoiious  also  that 
our  commercial  treaty  with  Brazil  would  expire 
shortly,  and  that  in  that  country  the  greatest  dissa- 
tisfaction existed  at  our  pursuing  a system  which 
prevented  our  receiving,  in  return  lor  our  manufac- 
tures, the  only  produce  which  the  Brazilians  had  to 
offer.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  present  system 
was  continued,  we  must  make  up  our  ininds  to  lose 
a trade  valuable  at  present,  but  which,  under  a pro- 
per system,  would  soon  become  much  more  extend- 
ed, in  consequence  of  the  new  channels  which  steam 
was  opening  to  us  in  the  interior  of  the  country. — 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  right  honorable  baronet  the 
member  for  Tarnworth  had  twitted  him  with  the 
opinions  he  had  expressed  on  the  motion  of  his  ho- 
norable friend  the  member  for  Wigan  last  year. — 
He  was  prepared  to  repeat  what  he  had  then  said, 
that  this  was  a subject  which  could  not  be  consider- 
ed alone.  He  had  since  then  carefully  considered 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  wilh  reference  to  the 
interests  of  our  colonies  and  our  trade  in  general, 
and  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way 
to  protect  our  colonies  would  be  to  give  them,  not  a 
monopoly  which,  while  burdensome  to  the  finances 
and  consumers  of  this  country,  would  not  promote 
their  interests,  but  a moderate  and  reasonable 
amount  of  protection.  He  believed  that  such  an 
amount  of  protection  was  better  than  a monopoly, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  produce  steadiness  in  then- 
trade;  whereas  monopoly  would  stimulate  excessive 
production;  and  gluts,  highly  destructive  to  com- 
merce, would  be  the  consequence.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  question  should  not  be  discussed  as  a party 
question.  In  that  sentiment  he  heart i ly  concurred. 
And  he  knew  that,  whatever  might  be  the  feeling 
within  the  walls  of  that  house,  out  of  doors  it  would 
be  considered  not  as  a party,  but  a national  ques- 
tion. (Hear.)  He  hoped  that  in  subsequent  dis- 
cussions there  would  not  be  any  of  thar  asperity 
which  had  that  evening  been  unnecessarily  intro- 
duced, as  if  the  measure  had  been  introduced  lor  a 
mere  party  purpose.  As  a party  measure  it  was 
not  likely  to  be  advantageous — indeed,  lie  had  never 
seen  any  parly  reap  much  advantage  by  interfering 
with  class  interests.  He  could  only  say  for  himself 
that,  although  a warm  partisan,  so  deep  was  his 
sense  of  the  importance  of  this  question,  that  he 
would  rejoice  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite 
were  to  introduce  it,  in  which  case  he  would  have 
his  earnest  though  humble  support.  (Hear,  hear). 

Lmdov,  May  3d,  1841.  The  duke  of  Welling- 
ton, on  a petition  having  been  presented  from  Ihe 
India  merchants,  against  tile  recent  proceedings  in 
the  shape  of  a settlement  of  Chinese  affairs,  slates 
that  the  failure  of'  the  expedition  appeared  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  proper  instinc- 
tions  to  captain  Elliot  and  the  commander  of  the 
British  armament  in  the  Chinese  seas.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne declared  that  no  official  accounts  has  been 
received  by  the  government. 

The  two  brothers  Wallace,  who  were  sentenced 
to  transportation  lor  life,  for  having  cast  away  the 
Dryad,  lor  the  purpose  ot  robbing  the  underwriters 
and  insurance  companies,  have  made  a full  confes- 
sion. They  admit  having  been  connected  with  the 
wilful  loss  of  four  other  vessels,  and  implicated  one 
ot  the  most  respectable  and  wealthy  merchants  and 
ship-owners  of  Liverpool  in  this  nefarious  business. 

The  fitting  up  of  the  royal  nursery  cost  £4,000. 
When  will  the  people  open  their  eyes  to  such  folly 
and  wonton  extravagance? 

A frigate  and  corvette  have  been  dispatched  to 
China.  M.  Jansingny  and  M.  Page,  the  latter  aid* 
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de-camp  to  admiral  de  Macau,  have  been  ordered 
to  negotiate  with  the  court  of  Pekin,  to  demand 
satisf  ction  Cor  an  outrage  upon  a French  missiona- 
ry, ami  to  insist  upon  the  establishment  of  direct 
relations  wiih  China. 

Mr.  Dewelyin  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Salonica,  is  reported  by  the  Journal  de  Smyme  to  be 
dead. 

The  bridge  of  the  Marizza  at  Adrianople,  fell 
during  the  passage  of  the  pilgrims.  75  persons  fell 
in  the  water,  and  only  three  escaped  drowning. 

CANADA. 

About  eleven  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
inst.  a large  mass  of  Cape  Diamond,  with  the  wall 
from  the  governor’s  garden  to  the  base  of  the  citadel 
gave  way,  and  buried  under  masses  of  stone  and 
earth  the  houses  in  Champlain  street  opposite  the 
custom  house,  with  many  of  the  inmates.  The 
bodies  of  twenty-six  persons  have  been  taken  out 
of  the  ruins,  besides  twenty-two  taken  out  alive — 
six  others  are  known  to  have  been  buried. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS- 
Consuls.  The  president  has  recognised  Edward 
Noltenius  as  consul  of  Oldenburg  for  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  Benjamin  Homer  Dixon,  as  vice 
consul  of  the  Netherland  for  the  port  of  Boston. 


Light  house  at  Gibraltar.  The  light  house 
at  Gibraltar,  situate  upon  Europa  point,  will  be 
exhibited  for  the  first  time  on  the  evening  of  the 
1st.  August  next,  and  continue  every  night  from 
sunset  to  sunrise.  It  will  burn  at  an  elevation  of 
150  feet,  or  thereabouts,  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

Many  of  the  members  have  arrived  at  the  capitol, 
and  most  of  the  remainder  are  now  wending  their  way 
tither,  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  extra  session 
on  Monday  next.  Elections  for  representatives  have 
been  held  in  all  the  states  except  Illinois,  which  will 
not  be  represented,  as  the  governor  doubts  his  authori- 
ty to  direct  a special  election,  and  declines  to  convene 
the  legislature  on  the  occasion.  The  regular  election 
takes  place  in  August  in  that  state. 

From  Alabama  and  Mississippi  we  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  result  of  the  elections,  they  having  so  re- 
cently taken  place — but  as  we  know  the  candidates  of 
the  parlies  which  predominate  in  those  slates,  we  may 
be  safe  in  predicting  their  success,  and  therefore  their 
names  in  the  general  list  of  the  members  which  we 
insert  in  order  to  make  it  as  complete  as  possible. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  EI.ECT. 

THE  SENATE. 

Two  elected  from  each  state,  comprises,  when  full, 
fifty-two  members,  chosen  for  six  years,  but  the  period 
of  one-third  of  the  body  expires  every  second  year. 
There  is  at  present  one  vacancy  from  Tennessee,  and 
one  member,  (Mr.  Nicholson  from  the  same  state), 
whose  time  expires  with  the  meeting  of  the  next  le- 
gislature of  that  state — having  been  appointed  by  the 
executive  to  fill  a vacancy. 

The  Van  Buren  members  are  designated  by  being 
italicised. 


Term  expires 
Maine. 

Ruel  Williams  1843 

George  Evans  1847 

New  Hampshire 


Franklin  Pierce 
Levi  Woodbury 

Vermont. 
Samuel  Prentis 
Samuel  Phelps 

Massachusetts. 
Rufus  Choate 
Isaac  C.  Bates 

Rhode  Island. 
Nathan  F.  Dixon 
James  F.  Simmons 
Connecticut- 
Perry  Smith 
Jaz.  W.  Huntington 
New  York. 
Silas  Wright 
N.  P.  Tallmadge 

New  Jersey. 
Sam.  L.  Southard 
Jacob  W.  Miller 

Pennsylvania. 
James  Buchanan 
D.  W.  Sturgeon 

Delaviare. 
Richard  H.  Bayard 
Thomas  Clayton 
Maryland. 
John  Leeds  Kerr 
Wm.  D.  Merrick 
Virginia. 
Wm.  C.  Rives 
Wm.  S.  Archer 

North  Carolina. 
Wm.  A.  Graham 
Willie  P.  Mangum 
Whig  majority  7. 


184 

1847 

1843 

1845 

1845 

1847 

1845 

1847 

1843 

1845 

1843 

1845 

1845 

1847 

1843 

1845 

1845 

1847 

1843 

1845 

1841 

184'. 

184: 

1847 


Term  expires. 

South  Carolina 
Wm.  C.  Preston  . 

John  C.  Calhoun 
Georgia. 

Alfred  Cuthbert 
John  M.  Berrien 
Alabama. 

Clement  C.  Clay 
William  R.  Ring 

Mississippi. 

John  Henderson 
Robert  J.  Walker 
Louisiana. 
Alexander  Moulon. 
Alexander  Barrow 
Tennessee. 

A.  O.  P.  Nicholson, t 
Vacancy 

Kentucky. 

Henry  Clay 
J.  J.  Morehead 
Ohio. 

William  Allen 
Benjamin  Tappan 
Indiana. 

Oliver  H.  Smith 
Albert  S.  White 
Illinois. 

Richard  M.  Young 
Samuel  McRoberls 
Missouri. 

Lewis  F.  Linn 
Thomas  H.  Benton 
Arkansas, 
imbrose  H.  Sevier 
William  S.  Fallon 
Michigan. 

Augustus  S.  Porter 
Wm.  Wood  bridge 


1S43 

1847 

1843 

1847 

1843 

1847 

1845 

1847 

1843 

1847 

1845 

1847 

1843 

1847 

1843 

1845 

1843 

1845 

1843 

1S47 

1843 

1845 

1S45 

1847 


One  vacancy. 


1845 

1847 


tAppointecf  by  the  governor. 
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Maine. 

Districts. 

1.  Nathaniel  Clifford 

2.  Wm.  P.  Fessenden* 

3.  Benj.  Randall 

4.  David  Bronson 

5.  Nathaniel  Littlefield 

6.  Alfred  Marshall 

7.  Joshua  A.  Lowell 

8.  Elisha  H.  Allen* 

N.  Hampshire — gen.  ticket. 
Tristram  Shaw 
Ira  A.  Eastman 
Charles  G.  Atherton 
Edmund  Burke 
John  R.  Reding 
Vermont. 

1.  Hiland  Hall 

2.  William  Slade 

3.  Horace  Everett 

4.  Augustus  Young* 

5.  John  Mattocks. 

Massachusetts. 

1.  Robert  C.  Winthrop 

2.  Leverett  Saltonstall 

3.  Caleb  Cushing 

4.  Wm.  Parmenter 

5.  Charles  Hudson 

6.  Osmyn  Baker 

7.  Geo.  N.  Briggs 

8.  William  B.  Calhoun 

9.  Wm.  S.  Hastings 

10.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden 

11.  Barker  Burnell 

12.  John  Quincy  Adams 
R.  Island — general  ticket. 

Joseph  L.  Tillinghast 
William  B.  Cranston 
Connecticut. 

1.  Joseph  Trumbull 

2.  Wm.  W.  Boardman 

3.  Thos.  W.  Williams 

4.  Thos.  B.  Osborne 

5.  Truman  Smith 

6.  John  H.  Brockway 

New  York. 

1.  Chas.  A.  Floyd 

2.  Joseph  Egbert 

{John  McKeon* 

James  J.  Roosevelt* 
Fernando  Wood* 

Chas.  G.  Ferris* 

4.  Aaron  Ward 
5.  Rich’d  D.  Davis* 

6.  James  G.  Clinton 
7.  John  Van  Buren 
I R.  McClellan 
( Jacob  Hauck,jr. 

9 Hiram  P.  Hunt 
10.  Daniel  D.  Barnard 
11.  Archibald  L.  Lin 
12.  Bernard  Blair 
13.  Thos.  A.  Tomlinson* 
14.  H.  Van  Rensselaer* 

15.  John  Sanford* 

16.  Andrew  IV.  Dnig 
,7  {John  G.  Floyd 
( David  P.  Brewster 
IS.  'J’.  C.  Chittenden 
19.  Sam.  S.  Bowne 
20.  Samuel  Gordon 
21.  John  C.  Clark 
99  { Lewis  Riggs 
( Sam.  Patridge 
co  S Victorv  Birdseye* 
j A.  L.  Foster* 

24  Christopher  Morgan 
25.  John  Maynard* 

26.  John  Greig 
27.  Wm.  M.  Oliver 
28.  Timothy  Childs 
29.  Seth  M.  Gates 
30.  John  Young 
31.  Stanley  N.  Clark 
32.  Millard  Fillmore 
33. Babcock 
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N.  Jersey — gen.  ticket. 
John  B.  Aycrigg* 
John  P.  B.  Maxwell* 
William  Halsted* 

Jos.  F.  Randolph 
Joseph  F.  Stratton* 
Thos.  Jones  Yorke* 
Pennsylvania. 

1.  Charles  Brown 
c S John  Sergeant 
2 $ Geo.  W.  Tolland 
3.  Charts  Ingersoll* 

( John  Edwards 
4 < Jeremiah  Brown 
t Francis  James 

5.  Joseph  Fornance 

6.  Robert  Ramsay* 

7.  John  Westbrook 

8.  Peter  Newhard 

9.  Geo  M.  Kcirn 

10.  Wm.  Simonton 

1 1.  James  Gerry. 

12.  James  Cooper 


Districts. 

13.  Amos  Gusline 

14.  James  Irvine* 

15.  Benj.  Bidlack 

16.  John  Snyder 

17.  Davis  Dimock 

18.  Vacancy 

19.  Albert  G.  Marchand 

20.  Vacancy 

21.  Joseph  Lawrence* 

22.  Wm.  W.  Irwin 

23.  Wm  Jack 

24.  Thomas  Henry 

25.  Arnold  Plumer 

Delaware. 

George  B.  Rodney* 
Maryland. 

1.  Isaac  D.  Jones 

2.  James  A.  Pearce* 

3.  James  VV.  Williams 

4.  J.  P.  Kennedy* 
Alexander  Randall* 

5.  Wm.  Cost  .Tuhnson 

6.  John  T.  Mason 

7.  Augustus  R.  Sobers 

Virginia. 

1.  Henry  A.  Wise 

2.  Francis  Mallory 

3.  George  B.  Cary 

4.  John  M.  Botts 

5. -R.  M.  T.  Hunter 

6.  John  Taliaferro 

7.  Cuthbert  Powell 

8.  Linn  Banks 

9.  Wm.  O.  Goode 

10.  John  W.  Jones 

11 . E.  IV.  Hubbard 

12.  Walter  Coles 

13.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer 

14.  Wm.  L.  Goggin 

15.  R.  B.  Barron 

16.  Wm.  A.  Harris 

17.  A.  H.  II.  Stuart 

18.  Geo.  W.  Hopkins 

19.  George  W.  Summers 

20.  S.  L.  Hays 

21.  Lewis  Steinrod 

North  Carolina 

1.  Kenneth  Rayner 

2.  John  R.  J.  Daniel 

3.  Edward  Stanly 

4.  Wm.  H.  Washington* 

5.  James  McKay 

6.  Archibald  Arrington 

7.  Edmund  Deberry 

8.  R.  M.  Saunders 

9.  Atig’e  H.  Shepherd* 

10.  Abraham  Rencher* 

1 1 . Green  C.  Caldwell 

12.  James  Graham 

13.  Lewis  Williams 

South  Carolina. 

1 . Isaac  E.  Holmes 

2.  William  Butler 

3.  F.  TV.  Pickens 

4.  John  Campbell 

5.  James  Rogers 

6.  5'.  H.  Butler 

7.  Thomas  D.  Sumter 

8.  R.  Barnwell  Rhell 

9.  C.  P.  Caldwell 
Georgia — general  ticket. 
Rich’J  W.  Habersham 
Wm.  C.  Dawson 
Julius  C.  Alvord 
Eugenius  A.  Nisbet 
Lott  Warren 

Thos.  Butler  King 
Roger  L.  Gamble, 

Jas.  A.  Merriwether 
Thos.  F.  Foster. 
Alabama — general  ticket. 
Reuben  Chapman 
Geo-  S.  Houston 
Dixon  H.  I.ewis 
Benj.  G.  Shields 
Mississippi — gen.  ticket. 

A.  L.  Bingaman 
W.  R.  Harley 
Louisiana. 

1.  Edward  D.  White 

2.  J.  B.  Dawson* 

3.  John  Moore. 

Arkansas. 

Edward  Cross 
Tennessee. 

1.  Thomas  D.  Arnold 

2.  Abraham  McClellan 

3.  Joseph  L.  Williams 

4 Thomas  J.  Campbell* 

5 Hopkins  L.  Turney 

6.  Wm.  B.  Campbell 

7.  Robert  L.  Caruthers 

8.  Meredith  P.  Gentry 

9.  Harvey  M.  Wattcrson 

10.  Aaron  V.  Brown 

11.  Cave  Johnson 

12.  Milton  Brown 
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Kentucky. 

1.  Linn  Boyd 

2.  Philip  Triplet 

3.  Joseph  R.  Underwood 

4.  Bryan  W.  Owsley 

5.  John  B.  Thompson 

6.  Willis  Green 

7.  John  Pope 

8.  James  C.  Sprigg 

9.  John  White  " 

10.  Thomas  F.  Marshall 

11.  LandoffW.  Andrews 

12.  Garret  Davis 

13.  William  O.  Butler 

Ohio. 

1.  N.  G.  Pendleton* 

2.  John  B.  Weller 

3.  Patrick  G.  Goode 

4.  Jeremiah  Morrow 

5.  Wm.  Doane 

6.  Calvary  Morris 

7.  Wm.  Russell 

8.  Joseph  Ridgeway 

9.  Wm.  Medill 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says,  to  prevent  the 
j necessity  of  explanation  hereafter,  we  state  here,  in 
.advance,  that  in  comparing  with  the  last  congress, 
I we  take  the  delegations  as  they  stood  when  first 
elected.  Any  changes  which  may  have  subse- 
quently occurred,  either  by  resignation,  death,  or 
transmigration,  we  make  no  account  of. 


W. 

V.B. 

IV.  gain. 

V.  B-gain. 

Vac. 

Maine 

4 

4 

2 

0 

0 

New  Hampshire  0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Vermont 

5 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Massachusetts 

11 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Rhode  Island 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Connecticut 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  York 

19 

21 

5 

7 

0 

New  Jersey 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Pennsylvania 

12 

14 

3 

1 

2 

Delaware 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Maryland 

6 

2 

3 

0 

o 

Virginia 

11 

10 

3 

2 

0 

North  Caroliana  8 

5 

3 

. 0 

0 

South  Carolina 

1 

8 

0 

0 

A 

Georgia 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alabama 

0 

5 

0 

2 

A 

Mississippi 

2 

0 

2 

0 

A 

Louisiana 

2 

1 

0 

1 

A 

Arkansas 

0 

1 

A 

0 

A 

Tennessee 

7 

6 

0 

0 

A 

Kentucky 

11 

2 

0 

0 

A 

Ohio 

12 

7 

4 

0 

A 

Indiana 

6 

1 

4 

0 

A 

Illinois 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Missouri 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Michigan 

1 

0 

1 

0 

A 

— 

— 

— 
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95 

39 

13 

5 

95 

13 

W.  mj.  in  H.R.47 

26 

Do.  senate 

7 

10.  bamson  Mason 

11.  B.  S.  Cowan* 

12.  Joshua  Matheot* 

1 3.  James  Matthews 

14.  Geo.  Sweeney 

15.  S.  J.  Andrews 

16.  Joshua  R.  Geddings 

17.  John  Hastings 

18.  Ezra  Dean 

19.  Sam.  Stockley* 

Indiana. 

1.  George  W.  Proffit 

2.  Rich’d  W.  Thompson* 

3.  Josephti  L.  White* 

4.  James  H.  Cravens* 

5.  Andrew  Kennedy* 

6.  David  Wallace* 

7.  Henry  S.  Lane* 
Missouri — general  ticket . 

John  Miller 

Edwards. 

Michigan. 

Jacob  M.  Howard* 


Joint  ballot  54 

Ratio  of  representation.  The  present  ra- 
tio of  representation  is  1 for  every  47,700.  The 
new  ratio  will  be  one  for  every  60,000  inhabitants, 
which  which  will  give  the  states  the  following  re- 
presentation: 

New  ratio.  Old  ratio. 


Maine 

8 members.  8 members. 

New  Hampshire 

4 

5 

CC 

Vermont 

4 

5 

«( 

Massachusetts 

12 

12 

CC 

Rhode  Island 

1 

2 

M 

Connecticut 

5 

6 

<< 

New  York 

40 

40 

CC 

New  Jersey 

6 

6 

CC 

Pennsylvania 

28 

28 

II 

Delaware 

1 

1 

CC 

Maryland 

7 

8 

ll 

Virginia 

17 

21 

CC 

North  Carolina 

11 

13 

CC 

South  Carolina 

7 

9 

CC 

Georgia 

8 

9 

CC 

Alabama 

6 

5 

CC 

Mississippi 

4 

2 

CC 

Louisiana 

4 

3 

CC 

Arkansas 

1 

l 

CC 

Tennessee 

12 

13 

CC 

Kentucky 

12 

13 

CC 

Ohio 

25 

19 

Indiana 

11 

7 

CC 

Illinois 

7 

3 

i« 

Missouri 

5 

2 

CC 

Michigan 

3 

249 

1 

242 

CC 

This  adds  seven  to  the  present  number  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  alrfeady  too  large  for  calm 
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and  wise  deliberation.  It  cuts  down  the  delegation 
of  some  of  the  old  states,  while  adding  largely  to 
those  of  some  of  the  younger  members  of  the  union. 

[Jour.  Com. 

National  institution  for  the  promotion 
of  science.  The  National  Intelligencer  says:  This 
new  institution  is  advancing  rapidly  in  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  for  the  difl'usion  of  knowledge.  It  has 
recently  been  removed  to  the  commodious  apart- 
ments of  the  basement  of  the  new  patent  office 
building,  where  it  can  better  accommodate  the  im- 
mense collections  received  from  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition. Already  it  has  received  one  hundred  and 
fifty  large  boxes  and  packages,  containing,  among 
a great  variety  of  other  specimens  in  natural  his- 
tory, about  eighteen  hundred  birds,  many  of  which 
are  rare  and  beautful.  They  are  now  undergoing 
a preparation  for  exhibition  in  the  hands  of  a very 
superior  artist,  Mr.  Townsend,  from  Philadelphia. 
Another  shipment  of  tweritytons  from  the  same  squa- 
dron has  arrived  at  New  York;  and  it  is  understood 
another  one  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  the 
sum  mer. 

A very  handsome  donation  has  been  received 
from  Dr.  George  C.  Leib,  of  Philadelphia,  of  three 
hundred  specimens  of  North  American  birds. 

A liberal  patronage  is  also  received  from  numor- 
ous  other  sources,  by  the  donation  of  a variety  of 
valuable  articles. 

Expedition  for  Liberia.  New  Orleans,  May 
14.  The  bark  Union  sailed  for  Monrovia,  on 
the  13th  inst.  having  on  board  forty-two  emigrants 
sent  out  by  the  American  Colonization  society. 
They  are  a good,  honest,  industrious  and  intelligent 
company,  well  provided  with  farming  untensils, 
household  and  kitchen  furniture,  school-books,  and 
other  articles  necessary  for  their  comfort  and  use- 
fulness. 

The  bark  had  on  board  several  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  goods,  &c.  sent  out  for  the  use  of  the  co- 
lony. 

The  Union  goes  in  the  service  of  a large  commer- 
cial house  of  this  city,  with  a large  cargo  on  board, 
for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  natives;  our  fel- 
low citizen  Joseph  G.  Walton,  esq.  goes  out  as  su- 
percargo. 

This  is  a new  era  in  the  commerce  of  this  city. 
The  trade  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa  is  immense- 
ly important,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  our  enterpris- 
ing citizens  engaging  in  it.  We  hope  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  many  such  expeditions  will 
leave  our  city.  [JV.  O.  Bulletin. 

THE  ARMY. 

Major  general  Scott  and  colonel  Bankhead  arriv- 
ed here  in  the  steamboat  from  Richmond  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  we  learn  that  major  general  Macomb, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  is  expected  this 
morning  by  the  steamboat  from  Baltimore.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  visit  of  thesedistinguished  officers,  it  is 
understood,  is  to  inspect  the  military  works  at  Fort 
Monroe  and  the  Rip  Raps. 

[ Norfolk  Herald,  May  20. 

General  Wool,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  is  now  on  a 
tour  of  inspection  of  the  fortifications  of  the  United 
States. 

Married.  At  Brownville,  N.  Y.  on  the  19th  inst. 
by  the  rev.  F.  Rogers,  lieut.  Larkin  Smith,  U.  S. 
army,  to  Mis3  Catharine  Storrow,  daughter  of  the 
late  major  general  Jacob  Brown. 

St.  Augustine,  May  11.  The  steamer  Wm.  Gas- 
ton, captain  Griffin,  arrived  here  on  Saturday  last 
from  southern  posts.  We  learn  by  this  arrival  that 
Wild  Cat,  (Coacochee)  had  been  in  at  Fort  Pierce 
(Indian  river)  with  filteen  warriors  and  went  out 
again  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  inst.  He  was,  as 
usual,  very  insulting  to  the  officers,  and  demanded 
of  them  powder  and  lead,  and  other  things  which 
was  refused.  He  acted  in  his  usual  pompous  man- 
lier, as  though  he  did  not  care  for  any  of  them. 

Several  Indian  signs  have  been  3een  at  New 
Smyrna  recently. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  lieut.  Shubrick,U.  S.  navy, 
accidently  shot  away  a part  of  his  face  while  on  a 
scout  in  the  everglades,  a short  time  since. 

[Savannah  Republican. 

Florida,  May  15.  Bear  sir:  On  the  26th  ult. 
about  26  miles  from  Tampa  Bay,  the  mail  rider  and 
horse  were  killed.  A friendly  Indian  gave  the 
news  at  Tampa  soon  after  the  deed  was  done.  The 
commanding  general  ordered  out  acommand  of  dra- 
goons, under  captain  B.  Beall,  2nd  dragoons,  who 
as  soon  as  possible,  proceeded  to  the  place  of  the 
murder,  buried  the  express  rider,  and  pursued  on 
the  thick  made  by  the  murderer.  After  several 
hours  pursuit,  he  came  upon  a camp  regularly  fixed 
and  comfortably  situated,  occupied  by  one  Indian, 
Who  was  leisurely  opening  the  mail  and  burning  the 
letters.  Captain  Beall  shot  him  in  his  occupation, 


but  saved  but  one  entire  letter  of  the  mail.  This 
Indian  proved  to  be  Maxcy  Hadjo,  of  famous  me- 
mory in  these  parts.  Captain  Beall  was  compli- 
mented in  orders  for  his  long  and  arduous  pursuit 
after  this  savage  murderer,  and  for  bringing  him  to 
condign  punishment. 

May  17.  Dear  sir:  I am  happy  to  announce  a 
second  shipment  of  Indians,  which  took  place  at 
Tampa  on  the  7th  inst.  Two  hundred  embarked 
for  New  Orleans,  undercharge  of  capt.  McKavett, 
8th  infantry.  Alluck  Tustenuggee  has  sent  in  18 
warriors  to  consult  with  the  general. 

[Savannah  Georgian. 

Later.  Letters  of  the  18th  and  19th  May,  con- 
firm the  foregoing  accounts.  Amongst  the  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  Indians  shipped  from  Tampa  on 
the  7th  was  the  heretofore  inveterate  and  trouble- 
some chief,  Coosa  Tustenuggee.  Hitherto  he  has 
resisted  every  effort  to  bring  him  to  terms,  and  not 
until  the  Arkansas  delegation  had  an  interview 
with  him,  did  he  feel  inclined  to  hold  any  inter- 
course with  the  whites;  now  he  is  on  his  winding 
way  to  Arkansas,  whither  most  of  his  band  have 
preceded  him. 

Alluck  Tustenuggee,  the  gentleman  so  hand- 
somely whipped  by  the  gallant  Alburtis  last  w inter, 
has,  in  view  of  that  drubbing,  concluded  to  emi- 
grate. A delegation  from  his  majesty  has  reached 
the  general,  and  announced  that  he  will  soon  be  in 
at  Tampa  to  treat.  Coacooche  (Wild  Cat)  has 
been  at  Fort  Pierce  with  twenty-four  of  his  band. 
They  obtained  provisions  and  promised  to  go  in 
soon  at  Tampa. 

Col.  Worth  has  left  for  the  Carloosahatchie  with 
one  hundred  picked  men.  His  object  is  to  secure 
Hospatakiee. 

Many  of  the  troops  in  the  territory  are  now  suf- 
fering severely  from  illness.  The  1st  infantry  have 
removed  to  Cedar  Keys  for  their  health.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  their  number  are  now  sick  with 
fever.  One  hundred  of  the  7th  at  Micanopy  are 
also  sick  with  fever.  Seventy  of  the  2d  are  sick 
in  hospilal  at  Fort  King,  also  with  fever.  Forts 
Russell  and  Holmes  continue  very  health. 


the  law  be  repealed,  and  that  taxes  be  imposed 
upon  them  in  the  same  way  as  upon  white  people. 
They  say  that  if  they  are  taxed,  they  have  claims 
upon  the  general  assembly  which  they  cannot 
otherwise  urge.  We  question,  says  the  Providence 
Journal,  if  history  will  furnish  another  example  of 
a body  of  men  remonstrating  against  being  exempt- 
ed from  taxation. 


VIRGINIA. 

Elections.  We  find  in  the  Winchester  Republi- 
can, prepared  to  our  hand,  a correct  statement  of 
the  result  of  the  recent  elections  in  this  state.  The 
names  in  italics  are  Van  Buren.  Those  designated 
thus  * are  gains. 

Congress. 

Francis  Mallory, 

G.  B.  Cary, 

J.  W.  Jones, 

XV.  O.  Goode, 


First  district. 

Second  district, 

Third  district, 

Fourth  district, 

Fifth  district, 

Sixth  district, 
Seventh  district, 
Eighth  district, 

Ninth  district. 

Tenth  district, 
Eleventh  district, 
Twelfth  district, 
Thirteenth  district. 
Fourteenth  district, 
Fifteenth  district, 
Sixteenth  district. 
Seventeenth  district, 
Eighteenth  district, 
Nineteenth  district, 
Twentieth  district, 
Twenty-first  district, 


E.  XV:  Hubard ,* 

XV.  Coles, 

Wm.  L.  Goggin, 

Henry  A.  Wise, 

R M.  T.  Hunter, 

John  Taliaferro, 

John  M.  Botts. 

T.  W.  Gilmer, 

Linn  Banks, 

Cuthbert  Powell, 

R.  W.  Barton,* 

W.  A.  Harris, 

A.  H.  H.  Stuart,* 

G.  W.  Hopkins,  ' 

G.  W,  Summers,* 

H.  L.  Hays, 

Lewis  Steenrod, 

In  the  ninth  district  there  were  three  candidates; 
Mr.  Corbin,  a whig;  Mr.  Braxton,  Van  Buren;  and 
Mr.  Hunter,  who  is  termed  an  “abstractionist,” 
and  does  not  profess  to  belong  to  either  part}''.  Ex- 
clusive of  Mr.  Hunter,  the  delegation  from  this 
state  in  congress  will  he  equally  divided:  in  the  last 
congress  the  whigs  had  eight  members,  and  the 
Van  Buren  party  twelve.  Nett  whig  gain,  two 
members. 


THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  arrived  at  New  York  on 
the  25th  inst.  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  List  of  her 
officers:  Commander,  Chas.  H.  Bell;  lieuts.  James 
H.  Ward  and  Timothy  A.  Hunt;  purser,  Douglas 
Gibson;  assistant  surgeon,  R.  W.  Leecock;  passed 
midshipman,  Maxwell  Woodhull;  Midshipmen,  Jas. 
Barry,  Peter  Wager,  Augustus  McLaughlin;  mas- 
ter’s mate,  Adam  Young;  captain’s  clerk,  Thomas 
N.  Meeker;  purser’s  steward,  John  B.  Furkington. 

Captain  Connor  and  lieutenant  Tracy,  of  the 
United  States  revenue  cutter  Vigilant,  on  the  Rhode 
Island  station,  have  been  dismissed  from  their  situa- 
tion. The  Vigilant,  under  the  command  of  these 
officers,  was  somewhat  conspicuous  during  the  late 
political  contest. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Boston,  arrived  at  Cape  Town, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  10th  of  March — officers 
and  crew  all  well. 

Extensive  desertion.  Thirty-four  of  the  seamen 
belonging  to  the  Brandywine  have  deserted  while 
she  has  been  in  port.  A reward  of  $25  each  is  of- 
fered lor  their  apprehension. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Preble,  from  Malta,  bound 
W.  was  passed,  5th  ult.  off  Cape  de  Gatt,  by  the 
Medora,  at  Boston. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise,  capt.  Ringgold,  was  at 
Tahiti,  Jan.  26,  to  sail  on  a cruise  next  day,  intend- 
ing to  visit  the  Society  Islands.  The  P.  has  now 
been  from  home  about  two  years  and  a half,  has 
discovered  some  new  islands,  and  visited  many  of 
Fejee  and  other  islands  never  before  explored. 
The  officers  and  crew  were  all  well  at  the  above 
date,  and  wished  to  be  reported. 

[Hatch’s  New  Bedford  Express. 

The  court  of  inquiry  at  Brooklyn,  instituted  to  as- 
certain the  truth  or  falsit}’  of  certain  anonymous 
charges  against  com.  Jas.  Renshaw,  convened  on 
Monday  at  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn — com.  James 
Biddle,  president;  com.  Geo.  C.  Read,  capt.  David 
Conner,  members;  Phil.  Hamilton,  esq.  judge  ad- 
vocate. The  preliminary  steps  only  were  taken, 
and  commander  H.  Paulding  has  been,  at  his  own 
request,  relieved  from  his  duties  as  commander  of 
the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  and  commander  Joshua 
R.  Sands  ordered  in  his  stead. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Showing  proper  resentment.  At  the  last  session 
of  the  general  assembly  in  this  state,  a Will  was  pass- 
ed exempting  the  property  of  negroes  from  taxa- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  they  were  debarred  from 
participation  in  social  and  political  privileges.  The 
exemption  gave  offence  to  some  of  our  sable  citi- 
zens, who  have  accordingly  got  up  a petition  that 


State  senate. 


Berkley 

district, 

C.  J.  Faulkner, 

Richmond, 

do. 

James  Lyons, 

Pittsylvania, 

do. 

W.  P.  Tunstall,* 

Charlotte, 

do. 

L.  C.  Bouldin, 

King  George 

, do. 

Col.  Carter, 

Washington, 

do. 

Fay  McMullen, 

Harrison, 

do. 

W.  K Shinn, 

Rockingham, 

, do. 

A.  Moffalt. 

The  senate  consists  of  thirty-two  members, 

of  whom  are  elected  every  year.  In  the  last  senate 
parties  were  equally  divided— (he  next  will  consist 
of  seventeen  members  friendly  to  the  administration, 
and  fifteen  opposed  to  it. 


House  of  delegates. 


Accomac 

Bayly,  Ailworth* 

Albemarle 

Southall,  Coles 

Alleghany 

Holloway 

Amherst 

Davis 

Augusta 

Kinney,  Baldwin 

Amelia 

Harvie 

Bath 

Mayse* 

Bedford 

Milchell,  AVingfield 

Berkeley 

Hunter,  Newkirk 

Brooke 

Jones 

Botetourt 

Robinson 

Brunswick 

Riddick.  Harrison 

Buckingham 

Jones,*  Haskins * 

Cabell 

Moore* 

Campbell 

Tolor,  Nowlin 

Caroline 

Samuel* 

Charles  city,  &c. 

Apperson 

Charlotte 

Cardwell 

Chesterfield 

Cox 

Culpeper 

Broadus 

Cumberland 

Irving 

Clarke  and  Warren 

Buck 

Dinwiddie 

Vaughan § 

Elizabeth  city,  &c. 

Brown 

Essex 

Semple 

Fairfax 

Thomas* 

Fauquier 

Scott,  Foster  * 

Fayette  and  Nicholas 

McLaughlin 

Fluvanna 

Payne 

Floyd 

Deskins 

Franklin 

Woods,  Early 

Frederick 

T Vood,  Byrd* 

Giles  and  Mercer 

French* 

Gloucester 

Robhins 

Goochland 

Guerrant 

Grayson 

Carroll 

Greenbrier 

Erskine 

Greensville 

Spencer 

Halifax 

Clarke,  Watkins 

Hampshire 

Vance,  Pugh 

Hanover 

Thompson 
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Hardy 

Harrison 

Henrico 

Henry 

Isle  of  Wight 
Jackson  and  Mason 
James  city,  &c. 
Jefferson 
Kanawha 
King  and  Queen 
King  George 
King  William 
Lancaster,  &c. 

Lee 

Lewis  and  Braxton 

Logan 

Loudoun 

Louisa 

Lunenburg 

Madison 

Marshall 

Matthews,  &c. 

Mecklenburg 

Monongalia 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Morgan 

Nansemond 

Nelson 

Norfolk  county 

Norfolk  borough 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Nottoway 

Ohio 

Orange  and  Green 
Page 

Petersburg 

Patrick 

Pendleton 

Pittsylvania 

Pocahontas 

Powhatan 

Preston 

Prince  Edward 
Princess  Ann 
Prince  George 
Prince  William 
Randolph 
Rappahannock 
Rockbridge 
Rockingham 
Roanoke 
Richmond  city 
Russell 
Scott 

Shenandoah 

Spottsylvania 

Southampton 

Smyth 

Stafford 

Surry 

Sussex 

Tazewell 

Tyler 

"Washington 
Westmoreland 
Wood 
Wythe 


Mullin 

Kincheloe,  Jlrmsti  ong 
McRae 
- Griggs 
Holleman 
Smith* 

Bowden 

Moler,  Kennedy, 
Smith 
Davis 
Wallace 
Dabney 
Edmonds 
Woodward 
Cox 

one  memberf 
Taylor,  Mcllhany 
Ramey 
Holladay 
Marshall 
Banks 
Martin* 

Digges 
Boyd,  Scott 
Morgan,  Harrison\ 
Caperton* 

Davis* 

Orrick 

Harrell 

Ligon* 

Watts,  Etheridge 

Taylor 

Yerby 

Smith. 

Fitzgerald* 

Edrington 

Hiden 

McPherson 

Wallace* 

Cheatham 

Hiner 

Keene,  Williams 

Grimes 

Hopkins* 

Brown 

Wilson* 

Dey 

Heath 

Brawner 

Elliot 

Strother 

Dorman,  Leyburn 

Shipman,  Smith 

McCauley 

Daniel 

Cowan 

Quillen 

Crawford,  Gatewood 

Crutchfield 

Urquhart* 

Tale§ 

Ford* 

Warren 


and 


Walker 
Bowen 
Martin* 

Goodson 
Mavo 
Jackson 
Leftwich 

Administration  63— Opposition  66. 

The  foregoing  is  made  up  from  the  best  informa- 
tion in  our  possession,  and  is  believed  to  be  correct. 
The  whig  loss  and  gain  are  as  follows: 


Whig  gam. 
Stafford  1 

Fairfax  1 

Southampton  1 

Monroe  1 

Bath  1 

Montgomery,  &c.  1 

Giles  ana  Mercer  1 

Jackson  and  Mason  1 

Cabell  1 

One  senator  1 


10 


Whig  loss. 
Frederick 
Caroline 
Petersburg 
Powhatan 
Buckingham 
Nelson 

Prince  Edward 

Marshall 

Tyler 

Accomac 

Wythe 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 


The  whigs  have, therefore,  carried  both  branches 
jf  the  legislature,  and  one-half  of  the  congressional 
elegation. 

ARKANSAS. 

Census  statistics.  We  are  enabled  to  furnish  our 
?aders  with  an  abstract  of  the  official  census  of  the 
ate  of  Arkansas  in  the  following  tables. 


+ No  return. 

JWe  place  Mr.  Harrison  with  the  opposition,  al- 
bugh  he  is  a conservative,  and,  we  are  informed, 
ved  for  Harrison  and  Tyler  at  the  presidential  elec- 
ta. 

Contested. 


Johnson 

White 

Madison 

Randolph 

Union 

Van  Buren 

Arkansas 

Jackson 

Monroe 

Searcy 

Lafayette 

Poinsett 

Saline 

Franklin 

Crawford 

Marion 

Independ’nce 

Hempstead 

Benton 

Desha 

Chicot 

St.  Francis 

Hot  Spring 

Green 

Washington 

Conway 

Sevier 

Izard 

Lawrence 

Carroll 

Pope 

Phillips 

Jefferson 

Pike 

Scott 

Pulaski 

Mississippi 

Crittenden 

Clark 

NAMES 
OF  COUNTIES. 
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No.  of  while 
persons  over  20 
years,  who  can- 
not read  and 
write. 

Number  of  pensioners  for  revolutionary  or  mili- 
tary services,  included  in  the  foregoing  25. 

Deaf  and  dumb  white  persons  under  14  years  15; 
14  and  under  25,  12;  25  and  upwards  13 — Total  40. 
Blind  20. 

Insane  and  idiots  at  public  charge  14;  at  private 
charge  25. 

Insane  and  idiot  colored  persons,  deaf  and  dumb 
2;  blind  7. 

Deaf,  dumb  and  blind  insane  and  idiots  at  private 
charge  13;  at  public  charge  9. 

LOUISIANA. 

Receipts  of  produce  by  flat  boats,  in  municipality 
No.  2,  for  the  last  six  months.  From  the  1st  of  No- 
vember to  the  1st  inst.  thirteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six fiat  boats  have  carried  and  discharged  their 
cargoes  within  the  limits  of  municipality  No.  2.  Of 
the  articles  of  produce  received  by  them,  we  will 
note  only  the  following: 

Flour,  bbls.  171,724 

Whiskey,  do.  12,676 

Pork,  do.  25,372 

Pork  and  bacon  in  bulk,  lbs.  5,499,250 

Bacon,  casks,  1,406 

Lard,  kegs,  30,265 

Corn,  bush.  174,921 

Potatoes,  do.  55,865 

FLORIDA. 

Florida  is  indebted  $3,146,000,  on  which  the  an- 
nual interest  is  $242,000,  equal  (says  a St.  Augus- 


which for  some  time,  has  distinguished  its 


With  great  and  almost  unexampled  unanimity. 


With 


he  entered  upon  his  duties  with 
s of  life  and  usefulness.  With 


honor;  ready  to  co-operate 


with  him,  in 
ate.  What  he 


tine  paper)  to  60  dollars  per  annum  lor  each  family. 
The  worst  of  the  business  is  that  the  territory  has 
nothing  to  show  for  it;  it  has  been  invested  in  banks 
and  other  thriftless  operations,  and  mainly  lost. 


SPEECH  OF  GOV.  ELLSWORTH, 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  CONNECTICUT,  MAY,  1841. 
Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

The  annual  assembling  of  the  representatives  of 
a free  people,  is  a spectacle  of  rare  occurrence  in 
the  history  of  mankind,  and  one  that  gives  envia- 
ble distinction  to  thi3  republican  nation.  Most  go- 
vernments have  had  their  origin  in  violence  or  ac- 
cident, been  sustained  by  undelegated  power,  and 
administered  with  too  little  regard  for  the  general 
good:  ours  on  the  contrary,  is  a government  chosen 
by  the  people,  established  on  principles  most  favor- 
able to  their  interests,  and  in  its  administration  by 
themselves,  most  beneficent  in  its  effects  upon  their 
well  being.  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  government 
which  is  now  to  occupy  our  attention;  and  we  are 
not  qualified  to  enter  upon  the  duties  before  us,  if  we 
are  not  sensible  of  our  peculiar  privileges,  and  vigi- 
lant to  maintain  them  for  those  who  come  after  us. 

Change  of  the  general  administration.  Since  the 
lass  session,  our  nation,  amounting  to  eighteen 
millions  of  people,  by  the  quiet  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise,  has  changed  the  general  admi- 
nistration, and  manifested  a wish  to  alter  the  poli- 


upon  the  nation.  But,  God  having  ordered 
'wise,  has  removed  him  from  his  high  station, 
r circumstances  most  affecting  and  impressive, 
eel  the  disappointment.  We  mourn  the  loss, 
bow  with  submission  to  that  Holy  Providence 
h orders  all  events  in  wisdom,  respecting  the 
are  of  individuals  and  nations.  His  dying  in- 
tion  to  have  the  principles  of  “the  constitution 
rstood  and  carried  out,”  will  be  duly  impress- 
i the  mind  of  the  eminent  person,  who  has  sue- 
ed,  by  this  event,  to  the  chief  magistracy;  a 
sman,  long  distinguished  in  our  public  coun- 
of  profound  experience,  spotless  integrity,  li- 
I and  enlightened  views,  and  attached  to  the 
:y  guarantied  by  his  predecessor.  With  deep 
est  we  shall  watch  those  who  are  entrusted 
our  national  affairs.  They  may  not  be  able 


tinguished  abilities  and  unremitted  devotion  to  the 
public  weal. 

The  general  government.  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  has  committed  to  the  general  govern- 
ment many  important  interests  of  the  individual 
states.  Their  foreign  trade,  their  national  curren- 
cy, the  public  domain,  are  chiefly  committed  to  the 
exclusive  control  of  congress,  but  are  not  so  fo- 
reign to  state  legislation  that  we  may  not  express 
to  congress  the  wants  of  our  constituents,  and  point 
out  the  evil3  which  they  suffer  or  apprehend  from 
national  measures. 

Having  on  former  occasions  presented  to  the  as- 
sembly my  sentiments  upon  the  above  mentioned 
and  kindred  subjects,  I will  not  at  this  time,  reca- 
pitulate; but  will  take  occasion  to  acknowledge  the 
pleasure  it  affords  me  (so  far  as  I may  infer  from 
this  renewed  expression  of  confidence)  that  my 
opinions  are  in  accordance  with  those  of  so  great  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Connecticut.  And  l 
would  add,  after  such  unequivocal  indications  of 
extensive  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  country, 
with  the  policy  of  the  late  administration,  there 
can  be  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  our  present 
chief  magistrate,  01  his  counsellors,  to  persevere  in 
measures  which  have  proved  unfavorable  to  gene- 
ral prosperity,  and  left  perplexity  and  distress  in 
their  course.  If  there  be  any  reason  to  believe 
that  our  own  representatives  are  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  wishes  of  this  assembly,  or 
that  a reiteration  of  resolutions  will  tend  to  induce 
congress  to  pursue  a more  stable  and  enlightened 
policy,  you  will  give  these  subjects  your  carelul  at- 
tention. 

Production  of  domestic  industry — tariff.  There  is, 
however,  one  topic  worthy  of  especial  considera- 
tion, the  protection  of  domestic  industry;  and  should 
you  agree  with  me  as  to  the  expediency  and  neces- 
sity of  awakening  public  interest  on  this  subject, 
and  urging  more  patriotic  view’s  upon  congress, 
you  will  make  know  your  sentiments  by  passing 
suitable  resolutions. 

A revision  of  the  tariff  is  soon  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  congress.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no 
question  what  course  of  measures  is  dictated,  by  the 
wants  of  our  countrymen.  The  last  assembly 
passed  resolutions  instructing  our  representatives  Ic 
resist,  by  all  constitutional  means,  every  attempt  tc 
destroy  or  impair  a protective  tariff.  The  more 
have  reflected  upon  the  policy  of  a protective  ta 
riff,  and  its  bearing  on  the  affairs  of  the  New  Eng 
land  and  other  states,  the  deeper  is  my  convictioi 
that  duties  should  not  be  imposed  by  a unifon 
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rule,  but  be  so  adjusted  as  to  aid  our  industry 
against  foreign  competition.  We  cannot  yield  to 
the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  such  a trade  does  not  exist,  and  will  not  be  re- 
ciprocated to  us.  Among  advanced  nations,  it  has 
not  hitherto  existed;  and  it  we  may  judge  f rom  the 
past  or  present  state  of  the  world,  we  cannot  anti- 
cipate it  lor  the  future.  However  beautiful  in 
theory,  such  is  the  diversity  in  the  natural  and  su- 
perinduced condition  of  the  chief  nations  of  the 
world,  that  free  trade  would  be  found  impractica- 
ble, and  I am  fully  convinced  it  will  never  be  in- 
troduced. England  and  France,  with  whom  is 
most  of  our  commerce,  will  never  consent  to  open 
a new,  and  hitherto  unpractised  trade  witfi  the  U. 
States.  Their  restrictive  policy  is  unchangeably- 
established,  and  whether  wise  or  unwise,  liberal  or 
illiberal,  it  enters  so  deeply  into  their  political  re- 
lations, into  the  very  texture  of  their  domestic  and 
foreign  interests,  that  we  may  not  expect  sucli  a 
radical  change  in  their  commerce  and  system  of 
taxation.  It  England  would  open  even  her  colo- 
nial ports  to  a free  trade,  we  should  find  some  re- 
laxation of  her  rigid  policy,  and  hope  loi  more  free 
commercial  intercourse;  but  at  present,  we  are  de- 
barred all  reciprocity  whatever;  our  grain,  tobac- 
co, and  other  products,  if  admitted  at  all  into  any 
of  her  ports,  being  burdened  with  enormous  and 
ruinous  duties.  So  long  as  England  and  France  con- 
tinue to  lay  us  under  such  contributions  annually  for 
their  wines,  their  silks,  and  other  manufactured 
goods,  we  must  protect  ourselves  by  counter  enact- 
ments, or  forego  our  manufactures,  never  again  to 
be  levived.  Is  it  wise  lor  a nation  of  eighteen 
millions  ot  people,  to  shut  up  their  own  workshops 
and  open  others  in  Europe;  to  contract  from  year 
to  year  a national  debt,  the  inevitable  consequence 
o large  importations;  and  by  rendering  the  market 
uisteady,  or  by  opening  it  to  the  fluctuations  inci- 
dint  to  the  trade  of  Europe,  sutler  our  own  estab- 
lilhments  to  be  broken  down,  and  an  extensive  de- 
piession  ot  labor?  Our  products,  multiplied  as 
they  must  be,  if  agricultural  pursuits  become  uni- 
va-sal,  will  perish  without  a market,  01  sell  at 
pnces  greatly  reduced.  Tne  interest  of  the  farm- 
«r  and  southern  planter,  are  most  certainly  promot- 
'd by  extending  manufactures,  as  tending  to  divide 
*nd  diversify  labor,  and  create  a certain  and  con- 
venient market.  I am  not  an  advocate  lor  a tariti 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  government;  but  let  its 
necessary  revenue  be  raised  by  a system  of  duties 
so  adjusted,  as  to  protect  the  industry  of  our  citi- 
zens. I entertain  great  confidence  that  if  such  a 
tariff  was  the  established  and  steady  policy  of  the 
country,  not  to  be  broken  in  upon  by  any  change  of 
men  or  measures;  and  together  with  it  we  possess- 
ed the  currency  which  we  enjoyed  for  forty  years, 
to  facilitate  the  trading  intercourse  of  states,  now 
fatally  sundered,  the  gloom  which  has  so  long  set- 
tled upon  us  would  be  dispelled,  and  hope  and  con- 
fidence, and  courage  shed  a cheerful  light  over 
many  an  anxious  and  desponding  heart. 

As  respects  the  exact  character  of  a tariff,  all 
agree,  that  a tax  on  consumption,  or  in  other  words, 
duties  on  imported  goods,  collected  by  government 
officers  at  the  custom  house,  is  the  best  and  least 
expensive  method  of  raising  a national  revenue. — 
Whether  these  duties  shall  be  laid  by  a uniform 
ule,  or  apportioned  so  as  to  avoid  a hurtful  compe- 
ition  Iron:  the  surplus  capital  and  pauper  labor  of 
Europe,  is  the  question  to  be  decided.  The  com- 
irouiise  act,  so  called,  passed  in  the  year  1832,  vir- 
tially  gives  up  the  principle  of  discrimination. — 
distinguished  statesmen  in  the  south,  who  profess 
t speak  the  sentiments  of  that  section  of  the  union, 
(ow  correctly  1 cannot  say),  assert  that  a discri- 
irnatiiig  tariff,  with  special  reference  to  domestic 
i nii3 try , is  inexpedient  and  unconstitutional;  that 
it  'ill  destroy  the  peculiar  rights  and  interests  of 
thisouthern  planter,  and  is  contrary  to  the  very 
spit  ot  the  constitution.  Now  I have  sought  in 
vaufor  any  such  limitation  of  the  benefits  of  a tariff; 
and  am  confident  that  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitUon  are  broad  enough  and  clear  enough  to  sus- 
tain ie  advocate  of  American  industry.  In  regu- 
latinjcoinmerce,  as  ir.  exercising  other  powers  of 
the  institution,  congress  is  obliged  to  seek  after 
the  g^atest  good,  and  surely  it  ought  not  to  seek 
after  r be  satisfied  with  the  attainment  of  any  thing 
less.  The  advocate  of  the  planting  interests  profess 
to  helved  that  unrestricted  trade  with  England  and 
Franc  would  increase  the  demand  for,  and  enhance 
the  pite  of  southern  cotton  in  Europe.  He  there- 
fore pads  for  the  removal  of  every  obstruction 
to  couperce,  and  lor  the  greatest  encouragement 
of  iinprtations.  He  is  not  satisfied  with  free  ex- 
ports, 'hich  he  now  enjoys,  but  insists  upon  free 
importi  let  them  consist  of  what  they  may.  It  is 
his  theiy  to  manufacture  little  and  import  much. 
I am  covinced  this  class  of  politicians  are  combat- 
ing coaaercial  impediments  which  have  no  exist*  t 


I ence  but  in  imagination;  and  that  their  boasted  the- 
ory in  favor  of  Iree  importations  is  untrue  in  its  es- 
sential principles.  Neither  experience  nor  reason 
will  establish  the  fact,  that  southern  cotton  will  not 
sell  in  Europe  if  our  importations  are  lessened,  and 
greatly  lessened  nor  that  the  encouragement  of  a do- 
mestic market  for  cotton  will  not  counterbalance  the 
loss,  if  there  would  be  a loss,  resulting  from  a dimi- 
nution of  foreign  commerce.  It  is  quite  certain  that 
hitherto  ttie  amount  of  cotton  exported  and  of  mer- 
chandise imported  has  not  always  corresponded  in 
amount;  and  hence  the  theory  against  which  we  con- 
tend is  fallacious  .and  producive  of  injury.  It  is  in- 
terest, interest  only,  which  induces  England  and 
Fiance  to  purchase  our  cotton.  Is  it  from  any  af- 
fection for  U3 — do  they  not  find  this  article  to  be 
for  them  the  most  profitable  within  their  reach;  and 
when  either  of  the  in  can  procure  a better  from  any 
other  quarter,  and  especially  from  their  own  pos- 
session in  the  east,  for  which  England  is  now  putting 
tor  the  strenuous  and  unexampled  efforts,  will  their 
ports  be  any  longer  open  to  our  cotton,  or  will  not 
this  trade  be  brought  within  the  exclusive  policy 
which  distinguishes  all  ttieir  laws  of  trade  and 
manufactures?  To  me  it  appears  obvious,  that 
every  American,  whether  he  be  a farmer,  planter  or 
manufacturer,  is  interested  in  extending  the  domes- 
tic market  for  cotton — a market  which  the  Ameri- 
can can  forever  and  fully  secure  to  himself,  and 
which,  until  of  late,  has  been  regularly  and  rapidly 
increasing.  The  southern  politician  is  mistaken  in 
the  cardinal  principle  of  his  theory,  “that  duty  on  im- 
ports is  a duty  on  exports.”  It  is  a tax  chiefly  on 
consumption:  to  some  extent  on  foreign  capital  and 
labor.  If  indeed  it  be  true,  that  a duty  on  imports 
is  a tax  on  consumption,  then  the  consumer  is  most 
affected  by  the  tariff,  and  not  the  southern  planter. 
The  south  in  proportion  to  its  population,  con- 
sumes less,  very  much  less,  than  the  north,  or  tiie 
states  of  free  labor,  both  on  account  of  climate,  and 
the  character  of  their  laboring  people.  Besides,  is 
it  nothing  to  afford  employment  toour  countrymen, 
to  render  them  comfortable  and  happy,  and  provide 
the  means  by  which  they  may  educate  and  establish 
their  families?  Is  it  nothing  to  secure  to  labor  its 
just  value,  and  ready  markets  to  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, and  save  ourselves  from  tile  annual  drain 
of  a foreign  debt,  the  millions  paid  to  France  for 
her  silks,  and  to  England  for  her  numerous  manu- 
factures? This  country  abounds  in  the  raw  mate- 
rial used  in  the  manufacture  of  many  of  the  articles 
imported,  and  with  proper  attention  these  materials 
may  be  va-tly  augmented,  and  rendered  adequate 
to  the  supply  of  our  wants.  Why  now  send  them 
abroad  to  be  wrought?  We  have  capital  enough, 
water  power  enough,  hands  waiting  to  be  employed; 
and  in  a brief  period,  might  become  to  a great  ex- 
tent independent  of  European  work  shops.  I ask 
again,  is  it  not  important  to  make  the  most  of  our 
resources,  to  re-animate  once  more  our  manufac- 
turing villages,  and  embellish  this  glorious  land  with 
counlless  flourishing  and  smiling  hamlets,  where 
content  and  plenty  shall  dwell  securely?  The  po- 
licy advocated  by  certain  southern  politicians,  if  fol- 
lowed out  in  its  consequences,  would  not  merely 
impoverish  the  country — it  would  make  us  vassals 
of  foreign  capitalists,  and  wither  the  dearest  inte- 
rest of  New  England. 

When  the  compromise  act,  so  called,  was  passed, 
I well  recollect  that  gentlemen  from  the  planting 
states  asserted,  on  the  floor  of  congress,  tliat  in 
1842,  when  the  act  would  take  full  elfect,  we  should 
see  (hat  the  planting  states  had  been  paying  well 
nigh  the  whole  of  the  national  revenue,  as  they  said, 
by  the  artful  and  disguised  operations  of  duties  on 
imports.  The  time  has  nearly  arrived,  but  the  dis- 
covery has  not  been  made,  while  in  the  mean  time 
both  the  north  and  the  south  have  been  greatly  im- 
poverished. 

The  policy  of  a protective  tariff  is  so  much  affect- 
ed by  considerations  growing  out  of  another  inte- 
rest, that  I trust  I shall  not  be  accused  of  asperity 
towards  the  south,  or  of  officious  interference  in 
their  concerns,  by  expressing  the  opinion  that  free 
labor  throughout  this  nation,  and  especially  the 
manufacturing  portions  of  it,  is  interested  in  the 
numerous  and  powerful  influences  of  slavery.  But 
that  f may  not  be  misapprehended,  let  me  observe 
that,  in  the  government,  we  should  not  depart  from 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  supreme 
political  law  of  the  land,  which  we  have  sworn 
anew,  this  day,  to  observe  and  maintain.  I would 
give  to  this  bond  of  our  glorious  union  a hearty 
and  vigorous  support,  in  its  several  provisions,  as 
the  wisest  and  best  compact  which  could  at  the 
time,  or  could  now,  be  obtained.  But  I feel  no  ob- 
ligation to  proceed  at  all  beyond  the  constitution,  to 
foster  or  perpetuate  a system  of  slavery.  I would 
in  this  matter  observe  good  faith  towards  sister 
states,  because  I hold  faith  between  states  as  invio- 
lable as  between  man  and  man;  while  beyond  this, 


concessions  to  slavery  will  not  readily  be  made  by 
those  who  look  on  it  as  a great  wrong  and  a ruin- 
ous institution.  I have  said  that  labor  is  affected 
generally  by  slavery.  This  is  produced  chiefly  by 
the  national  policy  and  public  measures  to  which  it 
gives  rise.  It  may  be  observed  further,  that  few 
improvements  by  means  of  machinery  and  water 
power  can  be  introduced  into  those  regions  where 
labor  finds  its  chief  employment  in  raising  cotton, 
tobacco  and  sugar;  nor  in  time  to  come  can  slave 
labor  derive  much  aid  from  those  inventions  which 
give  immense  facilities  to  free  labor,  and  multiply 
its  power  beyond  computation.  Of  the  character 
and  wants  of  free  labor,  and  especially  the  policy 
which  fosters  manufactures,  navigation  and  the 
fisheries,  the  planter  has  necessarily  but  little  know- 
ledge, and  with  its  peculiarities,  little  sympathy. — 
Of  this  however,  we  do  not  complain.  Perhaps 
our  views  are  erroneous.  We  wish  only  to  say, 
that  where  slavery  bears  upon  general  interests,  as 
in  national  affairs,  we  may  with  propriety  speak  of 
its  tendency,  and  firmly  maintain  our  rights  against 
its  power. 

A national  currency.  I cannot  pass  from  a sub- 
ject so  vital  to  our  constituents  as  the  protection  of 
their  industry,  without  expressing  my  regret  that 
on  this  and  the  kindred  subject  of  a national  cur- 
rency, nothing  is  settled  in  the  government.  One 
alarming  disease  of  the  country  is  its  vacillation  in 
public  measures.  There  is  no  certainty  that  the 
policy  of  one  year  or  one  administration  will  be  the 
policy  of  the  next.  It  is  certainly  time,  after  the 
experience  of  half  a century,  to  discover  where  our 
true  interests  lie,  and  to  pursue  them  by  some  es- 
tablished land  marks  in  legislation,  that  labor  and 
capital  may  not  be  forever  embarrassed  and  per- 
plexed. If  hitherto  the  country  has  been  deluded 
and  unwisely  governed,  if  we  have  for  so  long  a 
period  been  pursuing  false  theories,  let  us  carefully 
search  out  the  true  path,  and  when  it  is  found,  per- 
severe in  it  with  constancy.  We  must,  however, 
lake  care  that  in  our  efforts  to  preserve  liberty,  we 
do  not  hazard  every  thing  which  makes  liberty  worth 
possessing;  that  in  our  ardor  for  equality  and  sim- 
plicity in  social  life,  we  do  not  permit  the  great 
deep  of  our  political  being  to  be  broken  up.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  free  governments  may  not  prove 
to  be  too  deeply  imbued  with  popular  sentiment,  to 
be  uniform  arid  fixed  in  their  policy;  but,  fellow 
citizens,  the  experiment  is  in  progress,  and  we  can- 
not but  look  to  the  final  result  with  deep  solicitude. 
I believe  that  our  political  institutions  are  the  wisest 
and  best  in  the  world;  and  it  is  my  ardent  prayer 
that  they  may  long  be  perpetuated,  and  become 
lights  to  guide  struggling  nations  to  the  attainment 
of  true  liberty;  but  I confess,  when  I behold  such 
rapid  and  hasty  changes  in  general  policy  and  legis- 
lative measures;  such  unsettled  views  in  leading 
statesmen  and  the  people  themselves;  such  tamper- 
ing with  the  credit  of  the  states  and  the  institutions 
of  the  states,  lest  liberty  should  he  endangered,  or 
one  generation  encroach  on  another;  and  finally, 
when  I see  our  countrymen,  not  a few,  seriously 
debating  the  question  whether  faith  and  promises 
bind  communities,  I am  not  without  apprehension. 
My  hope  is,  under  God,  that  we  shall  gain  wisdom 
by  experience,  and  by  retracing  our  steps,  be  de- 
livered from  the  unprecedented  embarrassments 
which  now  crush  so  many  to  the  earth. 

Resolutions  of  stales.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  reso- 
lutions to  be  laid  before  you,  which  I have  received 
from  the  governors  of  Indiana,  Vermont,  Kentucky 
and  Delaware,  those  slates  are  in  favor  of  amend- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  that 
no  person  shall  be  re-eligible  to  the  presidency. 
These  resolutions,  I doubt  not,  will  have  your  care- 
ful attention.  Should  they  not  lead  to  the  altera- 
tion proposed,  we  may  anticipate  the  influence  of 
the  patriotic  declaration  made  by  the  late  president, 
that  he  should  not  be  a candidate  for  a second  term. 
We  do  most  heartily  desire  that  the  precedent  may 
become  an  example. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  others  on 
various  subjects  have  been  received  from  several 
of  the  states,  which  will  be  transmitted  to  you  at 
an  early  day. 

Affairs  of  the  state.  In  surveying  the  affairs  of 
the  state,  I perceive  but  few  subjects  which  demand 
your  particular  attention.  Our  territory  is  small: 
our  laws  and  institutions  few,  uniform  and  without 
complexity.  The  concerns  and  interests  of  the 
state  are  for  the  most  part  well  understood  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  We  resemble  an  in- 
dustrious, economical  and  well  regulated  family, 
presenting  a republic  which  secures  more  good,  and 
avoids  more  evil,  than  any  other  political  commu- 
nity of  ancient  or  modern  times.  All  the  public 
statutes  now  in  force,  after  two  hundred  years  of 
legislation,  are  comprised  in  a single  volume.  Our 
annual  expenses  do  not  exceed  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars, one-third  of  which  Is  raised  from  the  avails  of 
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stock  which  fell  to  this  state  upon  closing  the  ac- 
counts of  the  American  revolution.  The  state  owes 
nothing;  possessing  a school  fund  of  more  than  two 
millions  of  dollars,  well  invested,  and  yielding  an- 
nually the  sum  of  $1 13,000,  or  one  dollar  and  thirty- 
five  cents  to  every  child  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  sixteen;  the  state  is  without  disbursements  or 
superintendence  of  public  works;  employs  but  few 
officers,  yet  enjoys  the  security  of  law  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  as  fully  and  as  economically  as 
any  state  in  the  union.  General  education  is  stea- 
dily advancing  under  the  awakened  attention  of  its 
friends  and  the  supervision  instituted  by  the  state. 
The  banks  under  a like  supervision,  are  in  the  main 
safely  and  judiciously  conducted,  and  after  a careful 
and  thorough  scrutiny  by  the  bank  commissioners, 
recently  closed,  are  ascertained,  as  I am  informed, 
without  exception,  to  be  solvent  and  safe.  The 
state  prison,  with  205  prisoners  at  this  time,  is 
found  to  answer  every  purpose  which  its  early  ad- 
vocates anticipated,  and  has  become  not  only  a suita- 
ble receptacle  for  offenders,  but  a source  of  income 
to  the  state,  having  for  the  last  year  yielded  a sum 
exceeding  $8,000.  Whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
alterations  are  called  for  in  the  system  of  work  hi- 
therto adopted,  to  meet  the  complaints  and  remove 
the  injuries  suffered  by  worthy  mechanics,  I sub- 
mit to  your  careful  and  attentive  consideration. 

Our  mititia.  Our  militia,  a respectable  and  well 
organized  body  of  forty  thousand  men,  the  powerful 
arm  of  national  defence,  have  a claim  on  your  at- 
tention to  their  interest  and  wishes.  They  will  not 
suffer,  by  comparison  with  the  militia  of  any  other 
state,  whether  we  consider  their  appearance  and  or- 
ganization, or  the  excellence,  ambition  and  efforts 
of  their  officers.  As  in  the  revolutionary  struggle, 
they  were  pronounced  equal  to  any  troops  in  ser- 
vice, so  I doubt  not  they  would,  at  this  day,  sustain, 
on  any  emergency,  an  equally  distinguished  repu- 
tation. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  By  a late  statute  of  con- 
gress, it  is  provided,  that  in  any  state,  where  im- 
prisonment for  debt  is  abolished,  there  shall  be  a 
like  freedom  from  imprisonment,  on  process  issuing 
out  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  held  within 
such  state.  As  the  statute  of  Connecticut  passed  in 
1838,  does  not  include  in  its  provisions  persons  who 
are  not  living  in  this  state,  it  is  obvious,  such  per- 
sons cannot  derive  any  benefit  from  the  act  of  con- 
gress, whenever  they  are  arrested  here.  I do  not, 
myself,  perceive  any  reason  for  restricting  freedom 
from  imprisonment,  to  persons  who  actually  reside 
in  Connecticut,  provided  persons  from  other  states 
who  happen  to  be  arrested  here,  are  in  other  re- 
spects, qualified  to  tal<e  the  oath  provided  by  law. 
I would  therefore  suggest  for  your  consideration, 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  sta- 
tute of  1838,  to  all  poor  debtors,  irrespective  of  their 
place  of  domicile.  I am  not  aware  that  any  new 
provisions  are  called  for  in  behalf  of  our  own  in- 
habitants, because,  by  the  law,  as  it  now  exists, 
any  poor  debtor,  not  guilty  of  fraud,  can,  at  the 
time  of  his  arrest,  on  mesne  process,  or  at  the  re- 
turn of  said  process  to  the  court  were  judgment  is 
to  be  obtained,  or,  if  he  will  not  improve  these  op- 
portunities, can,  when  arrested  on  final  process, 
take  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  in  the  last  case  giving 
four  day’s  notice.  This  statute  entirely  abolishes 
imprisonment  for  debt,  for  honest  debtors,  who  live 
in  the  state,  requiring  only  an  immediate  oath  by 
the  debtor,  that  he  is  poor,  which  is  as  slight  and 
humane  a test  of  pecuniary  inability  and  integrity 
as  can  be  desired,  consistent  with  the  continuance  of 
any  test  whatever. 

Senatorial  districts . By  reference  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  state  constitution,  which  was  adopted 
in  1828,  it  appears,  that  so  often  as  a new  census 
of  the  United  States  is  taken,  the  assembly  is  au- 
thorised to  make  alterations  in  the  senatorial  dis- 
tricts which  may  be  found  necessary  to  preserve 
a proper  equality  in  their  representation.  A new 
census  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  you  will  therefore  examine  and  see  if 
any  alterations  are  called  for  in  the  districts. 

Insane.  The  last  assembly  directed  that  informa- 
tion be  obtained  as  to  the  number  and  condition  of 
all  the  insane  persons  in  the  state.  Fifty-three 
towns  only  have  made  returns  to  the  circular,  which 
was  sent  them  by  the  secretary  of  state.  From  the 
returns  made,  so  far  as  I can  judge,  the  number  of 
insane  poor,  now  supported  at  public  expense  who 
would  be  likely  to  take  the  benefit  of  a state  institu- 
tion, is  somewhat  less  than  has  been  generally  sup- 
posed. You  will  have  the  subject  before  you,  and 
will  dispose  of  it  according  to  your  better  judgment. 
It  merits  careful  attention. 

Deaf  mules.  The  state  has  generously  made  pro- 
vision for  the  instruction  of  its  deaf  mutes,  at  the 
American  asylum  in  this  city.  I take  this  occasion 
to  say,  that  more  publicity  may  be  given  to  the  fact, 
that  the  number  of  beneficiaries  may  be  increased 


upon  the  present  appropriation.  Thirty-five  persons 
can  be  received,  whereas  there  are  now  but  eigh-' 
teen  in  the  institution  at  the  expense  of  the  state, 
leaving  several  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  twenty- 
five  hundred,  in  the  treasury.  Nor  is  the  one  thou- 
sand dollars  annually  appropriated  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  blind  at  the  school  of  Dr.  Howe,  in  Bos- 
ton, fully  expended.  If  there  be,  and  I doubt  not 
there  are,  unfortunate  children  in  the  state,  who 
need  these  charities,  they  should  be  looked  up  and 
sent  to  these  institutions  without  delay. 

Education.  The  education  of  youth,  so  impor- 
tant in  the  estimation  of  our  fathers,  so  carelully 
secured  and  promoted  by  their  legislative  enact- 
ments, and  so  rich  in  civil  arid  religious  blessings 
down  to  this  day,  shedding  a lustre  upon  our  little 
commonwealth,  and  making  its  influence  to  be  felt 
and  respected  over  this  wide  country,  cannot  re- 
ceive from  you  too  much  favor  and  liberality.  Vir- 
tue as  well  as  knowledge,  social  happiness  as  well 
as  general  prosperity,  most  extensively  abound, 
where  most  is  done  for  schools  and  colleges.  There 
the  tree  of  liberty  strikes  its  roots  deeply  and  firm- 
ly; for  their  public  sentiment,  always  more  power- 
ful than  human  enactments,  is  the  emanation  of 
virtuous,  liberal  and  enlightened  minds.  When  we 
cease  to  promote  the  cause  of  education,  or  begin 
to  regard  its  influences  with  indifference,  or  with 
jealousy,  we  shall  forfeit  our  glorious  heritage,  dis- 
honor the  memory  of  our  ancestors,  and  cast  from 
us  one  of  the  richest  boons  ever  bequeathed  to  any 
people.  Religion  itself,  and  liberty,  so  higly  priz- 
ed, will  not  long  remain. 

Fellow  citizens,  let  us  be  grateful  to  God,  for  the 
enviable  condition  in  which,  as  the  representatives 
of  a free  people,  we  convene  in  this  place.  Let  us 
recognise  the  goodness  of  his  Providence,  towards 
the  people  of  the  state  in  their  peace,  security, 
health  and  comparative  comfort;  and  let  us  with 
renewed  energy,  enter  upon  the  important  duties 
respectively  assigned  us  under  the  constitution. 

WILLIAM  W.  ELLSWORTH. 

May  session,  1841. 

MESSAGE  OF  GOV.  BAGBY  OF  ALABAMA. 

Executive  department,  Tuscaloosa,  Jpril  19,1841. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate, 

and  house  of  representatives: 

The  president  of  the  United  States  having  by 
proclamation,  bearing  date  the  17th  day  of  March 
last,  required  congress  to  convene  on  the  31st  day 
of  May  next,  and  the  period  for  which  the  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Alabama,  hav- 
ing according  to  the  established  usage  of  the  go- 
vernment, expired  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and 
there  being  no  provision  in  the  laws  of  this  state 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  popular  branch 
of  the  national  legislature,  before  the  first  Monday 
in  August  next;  I have  considered  it  my  duty  un- 
der the  power  confided  to  me  by  the  constitution, 
to  convene  the  legislature,  in  order  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, at  a time  prior  to  the  period  fixed  by 
the  existing  law,  so  that  the  people  of  Alabama 
may  not  be  unrepresented  in  this  extra  session  of 
congress.  I beg  leave,  therefore,  to  recommend  the 
passage  of  a law  providing  for  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  earliest  period  consist- 
ent with  a free  and  ample  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  W'hich  ought  never  to  be  abridged  or  im- 
paired; and  in  order  to  guard  against  a similar  diffi- 
culty in  future,  the  law  had  better  be  general  iu  its 
character. 

It  would  be  entirely  superfluous  to  add,  that  re- 
quiring an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  was  a 
measure  resorted  to  with  extreme  reluctance  on  my 
part:  and  that  no  consideration  less  imposing  than 
securing  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  in  the  present 
peculiar  and  deeply  interesting  crisis  of  our  public 
affairs,  the  inappreciable  right  of  being  fully  repre- 
sented, could  have  justified  it,  attended  as  it  neces- 
sarily must  be,  with  great  personal  inconvenience 
to  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  considerable 
public  expense.  Believing  it  not  improbable,  from 
the  indications  then  afforded,  that  those  who  were 
about  to  succeed  to  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  might  think 
it  necessary  in  order  to  carry  into  practicable  ope- 
ration and  effect,  the  principles  which  they  no 
doubt  honestly  believe  to  be  involved  in  the  issue 
of  the  recent  election  of  a chief  magistrate  of  the 
union,  that  congress  should  be  convened  earlier 
than  the  regular  period  fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting 
of  that  body;  and  anxious  that  the  people  of  Alaba- 
ma should  be  fully  represented  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  that  disastrous  political  career,  which 
to  my  mind  had  been  perceptibly  shadowed  forth 
by  the  result  of  the  presidential  election,  on  the  19th 
of  December  last,  I took  the  liberty  of  submitting  a 


special  message  to  the  general  assembly,  respect- 
fully recommending  the  passage  of  a law  to  provide 
for  Ihe  contingency  which  has  since  happened. — 
And  if  with  the  lights  by  which  1 was  then  aided, 
the  utmost  necessity  was  discovered  for  the  most 
unremitting  vigilance  on  the  part  of  those  who  oc- 
cupy the  responsible  places  of  guardians  of  the  pub- 
lic interest,  anil  the  sincerest  apprehensions  were 
felt  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  we  have  a stake  of  such  incalculable  value, 
was  not  likely  to  be  conducted  upon  those  pure  and 
unerring  principles  of  democracy  which  have  al- 
ways prevailed  in  the  better  days  of  the  republic, 
candor  impels  me  to  the  declaration,  that  these  ap- 
prehensions have  not  been  abated  or  diminished  by 
events  which  have  since  transpired.  It  may  be 
safely  asserted  as  a general  principle,  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  all  will  probably  accede,  that  no 
public  functionary  is  justifiable  in  resorting  to  the 
exercise  of  the  extraordinary  powers  with  which 
he  is  invested,  except  in  cases  of  imperious  neces- 
sity; and  wffiere  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  powers 
with  which  he  is  clothed,  is  inadequate  to  the  emer- 
gency wffiich  renders  a resort  to  the  extraordinary 
pow'ers  necessary  and  proper.  And  in  all  cases  be- 
fore the  exercise  of  extraordinary  power  is  resorted 
to,  the  necessity  for  it  should  be  clearly  shown  to 
exist.  It  is,  therefore,  considered  unfortunate,  and 
not  calculated  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  a pa- 
triotic people,  jealous  of  their  rights  and  watchful  of 
their  servants,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  convene 
congress  at  a time  not  only  unusual,  but  within  less 
than  ninety  days  after  the  adjournment  of  that  bo- 
dy; and  at  an  expense,  not  to  be  lightly  estimated 
in  these  times,  without  stating  clearly  and  distinct- 
ly his  reasons  for  doing  so,  in  order  that  a generous 
and  confiding  people  might  understand  the  neces- 
sity which  existed  at  the  time  for  continuing  to  sub- 
ject them  to  an  increase  of  those  burdens,  which 
they  had  been  repeatedly  told  were  grievous  and 
oppressive,  and  which  they  had  been  solemnly  as- 
sured, in  almost  all  the  varieties  of  promise,  should 
be  greatly  diminished,  if  not  taken  off  entirely. 

The  derangement  of  the  currency  is  to  be  sure 
alluded  to  as  the  reason  why  it  is  necessary  for  con- 
gress to  assemble;  and  so  it  has  perhaps  with  equal 
justice  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of  all  the  public 
and  private  misfortunes,  rail  road  and  steamboat 
accidents  that  have  taken  place  since  the  guardian 
genius  of  an  United  States  bank  has  been  with- 
drawn from  us.  If  by  providing,  or  relieving 
against  the  acknowledged  evils  of  a deranged  and 
disordered  currency,  is  meant  the  establishment  of 
a national  bank,  let  the  question  bestript  off  all  dis- 
guises, and  fairly  presented  at  once.  But  to  be 
continually  bewailing  the  unsoundness  and  the  de- 
preciation of  the  currency,  without  the  moral  cour- 
age to  propose  a remedy,  not  only  implies  a want 
of  candor  on  the  part  of  those  who  indulge  these 
complaints,  but  would  really  seem  to  be,  rather  a 
bold  experiment  on  the  discernment  and  the  credu- 
lity of  the  people. 

There  is  one  other  subject,  connected  with  our 
relations  to  the  federal  government,  and  with  the 
public  acts  of  a distinguished  public  officer,  now  no 
more,  which  nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of  du- 
ty could,  at  this  time  induce  me  to  notice.  And  I 
notice  it  with  the  distinct  avowal  that  it  is  not  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  to  inflict  censure,  ranch 
less  to  cast  reproach  on  the  acts  or  memory  of  the 
dead;  but  to  awaken  the  living  to  a sense  of  the 
danger  which  threatens  their  rights  and  their  prin- 
ciples. I allude  to  the  appointment  of  those  to  high 
offices  under  the  federal  government,  whose  deli- 
berately formed,  well  settled,  long  cherished  and 
often  repeated  political  opinions  upon  subjects  of 
vital  importance  are  known  to  be  at  war  with  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  southern  people,  the 
principles  of  democratic  republican  government 
and  the  true  theory  of  the  constitution.  Whatevf 
coloring  or  complexion  may  be  put  upon  it  novi 
history,  stern  inflexible  history,  faithful  to  its  offic, 
which  is  to  make  an  imperishable  record  of  te 
conduct  and  actions  of  public  men,  will  not  failo 
pronounce  impartial  judgment  on  the  proprietyof 
appointing  to  one  of  the  highest  offices  under  te 
government  of  the  United  States,  a man,  who  x- 
erted  those  great  talents,  which  seem  now  to  cn- 
stitute  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  thonsandsin 
opposition  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  his  couiry, 
in  the  darkest  hour  of  her  peril. 

But  this  is  not  perhaps  the  proper  time  or  a tit- 
able  occasion  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  olthe 
reasons  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president  othe 
United  States  rendered  it  necessary  to  exercisthe 
power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution,  and  I re- 
quire an  extra  session  of  congress  to  inquirevith 
scrupulous  vigilance  into  the  opinions  and  qnlifi- 
cations  of  those  he  had  selected  to  aid  him  i the 
administration  of  the  government:  or  to  sea  the 
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propriety  of  his  public  acts.  Since  the  performance 
on  liis  part  of  the  act  which  rendered  it  necessary 
in  my  judgment  for  you  to  assemble  here,  that  dis- 
tinguished individual  has  been  suddenly  cut  off  by 
the  hand  ol  Providence  from  all  pai  t ic  i pat  ion  in  the 
aff'aiis  of  men,  and  has  ceased  to  be  numbered 
among  the  living.  And  for  one,  whatever  may 
have  been  my  objections  to  his  election,  and  they 
were  strong,  sincere,  uncompromising  and  decided 
on  principle,  I am  perlectly  disposed  to  spread  the 
veil  which  covers  human  imperfection,  on  all  his 
errors,  without  pretending  that  he  had  more  than 
falls  to  the  lot  of  other  men;  to  do  him  the  justice 
to  suppose  that  in  his  official  acts  he  W'as  governed 
by  a patriotic  sense  of  public  duty;  and  to  remem- 
ber his  virtues  only.  But  while  I cheerfully  ac- 
cord to  a distinguished  and  departed  citizen,  ho- 
nesty of  purpose,  ami  a lofty  attachment  to  principles 
which  he  no  doubt  believed  to  be  correct,  I should 
be  unmindlul  of  truth  anil  forgetful  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples, upon  the  sacred  observance  of  which  I be- 
lieve our  happiness  as  a people  depends,  did  I not 
distinctly  aver  that  in  political  sentiments,  so  far  as 
his  have  been  expressed,  or  are  to  be  interred  from 
his  public  acts,  1 dilfer  with  him,  and  most  of  those 
by  whom  he  was  elected,  in  almost  every  essential 
particular.  And  perhaps,  after  all,  an  honest  dif- 
ference of  opinion  candidly  indulged,  and  confined 
within  the  limits  of  prudence,  moderation  and  pa- 
triotism, affords  the  best  guarantee  for  the  continu- 
ed preservation  of  our  liberties  and  happiness. 

It  is  impossible  to  recur  to  the  signal  dispensa- 
tion of  an  all  righteous  Providence  in  the  death  of 
the  president  ot  the  United  States,  without  being 
forcibly  admonished  of  the  extreme  uncertainty  ol 
all  the  affairs  of  this  fleeting  and  transitory  life,  and 
with  the  littleness  and  exceeding  vanity  of  human 
ambition:  and  without  being  solemnly  impressed 
with  the  momentous  weight  of  the  awful  and  in- 
structive truth,  that  success  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  highest  objects  of  earthly  gratification,  is  but 
another  step  to  that  eternal  and  unchangeable  state, 
to  which  magistrates  and  people  are  alike  hasten- 
ing; and  where  no  distinctions  are  recognized  but 
those  that  flow  from  excellence  and  virtue.  What, 
is  to  be  the  effect  of  this  unexpected  event  upon 
the  administration  of  the  affairs,  and  the  general 
policy  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  lor 
the  remainder  of  the  period  for  which  general  Har- 
rison was  elected,  time,  the  great  unfolder  of  events, 
can  only  determine. 

The  vice  president  elect,  will  of  course,  accord- 
ing to  the  constitutional  provision  upon  that  sub- 
ject, succeed  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  presi- 
dent id'  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  four  years 
from  the  fourth  of  March  last. 

From  a general  view  of  the  present  condition  of 
the  various  departments  of  the  public  interest,  I ain 
not  aware  that  any  thing  will  imperiously  require 
the  attention  of  the  legislature,  except  the  subject 
which  brought  you  togelher. 

In  your  high  public  character,  however,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  it  will  be  entirely  compe- 
tent for  you  to  embrace  within  the  sphere  of  your 
deliberations  any  subject  which,  in  your  judgment, 
the  public  interest  may  require.  But  from  the  very 
short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  your  last  ad- 
journment, and  considering  the  busy  and  interest- 
ing season  of  the  year  at  which  it  has  become  ne- 
cessary to  call  you  from  your  families  and  accus- 
tomed occupations;  and  especially,  taking  into  view 
the  important  consideration  of  public  economy  w ith 
a just  sense  of  which  I have  no  doubt  you  will  be 
fully  impressed,  I entertain  the  confident  expecta- 
tion that  your  interest  as  citizens,  and  your  duty  a3 
representatives,  will  alike  indicate  the  necessity  of 
prompt  attention  to  the  important  subject  which 
rendered  it  necessary  for  you  to  assemble,  and  of  a 
speedy  return  to  the  hosoin  of  your  constituents. 

A.  P.  BAGBY. 


UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

ANOTHER  REPORT  FROM  THE  INVESTIGATING 
COMMITTEE. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
United  States  bank  was  held  at  Philadelphia,  on 
Tuesday  the  18th  instant.  After  organization,  the 
minutes  of  the  former  meetings  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. Mr.  Lippincott,  the  chairman  of  the  in- 
vestigating committee  then  handed  the  follow  ing  re- 
port— 

The  committee  appointed  at  an  adjorned  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  ol  the  Bank  ol  the  United  States, 
held  on  the  3d  April  last,  and  which  was  instructed 
by  a resolution  adopted  at  an  adjourned  meeting 
held  on  the  4th  May  instant,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  bank,  and 
also  any  laws  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  touching  its  interests,  and  to  report 
such  measures  as  the  committee  might  deem  expe- 
dient, respectfully  report: 


That  on  the  30th  of  April  last,  an  act  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  Pennsylvania  was  passed,  entit- 
led “an  act  to  provide  revenue  lo  meet  the  demands 
of  the  treasury,  and  for  other  purposes,”  which  pre- 
sents two  distinct  propositions  for  consideration: 

The  first  proposition  is  under  the  seventeenth 
section,  which  contemplates  the  continued  corporate 
existence  of  the  bank,  and  provides  for  its  relief 
from  the  penalty  of  12  per  cent,  and  from  the  for- 
feiture of  its  charter  for  the  non-payment  of  its  cir- 
culation and  deposites  in  gold  and  silver  on  demand, 
upon  the  condition  that  tiie  stockholders  shall  con- 
sent to  be  subject  to  any  general  laws  hereafter  to 
be  passed  for  the  regulation  of  the  banks  of  the 
commonwealth. 

After  taking  into  consideration  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  bank,  which  requires  time  only  to 
render  its  ample  means  available,  the  committee  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  adoption  ol  the  first 
proposition.  They,  therefore,  respectfully  report 
the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  By  the  17th  -section  of  an  act  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  ofPennsyl 
vania,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, entitled  “an  act  to  provide  revenue  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  treasury,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;” it  is  provided,  that  belore  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  that  sec- 
tion, the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  shall,  by  a 
resolution  adopted  at  any  general  or  adjourned  meet- 
ing held  in  pursuance  of  the  charter,  and  duly  cer- 
tified by  the  governor  under  their  corporate  seal, 
consent  to  be  subject  to  any  general  Iaw3,  lo  be 
hereafter  passed  for  the  regulation  of  the  banks  of 
the  commonwealth;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  deemed  expedient  by  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  ol  the  United  States,  duly  con- 
vened at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  in  pursuance  of 
the  charter,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  said  17th  sec- 
tion; therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  And  it  is  hereby  resolved  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  con- 
vened at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  in  pursuance  of 
the  charter,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
benefits  of  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  “an  act  to  provide  revenue  to  meet  the  de- 
mands on  the  treasury,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly, 
the  said  stockholders  do  hereby  consent  to  be  sub- 
ject to  any  general  law's  to  be  hereafter  passed  by  the 
general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  regulation  of  the  banks  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  that  the  president  of  the  bank  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  requested  to  make 
this  resolution  known  to  the  governor  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  according  to  the  provi- 
sion of  the  said  section. 

JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT,  chairman. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  May  18,  1841. 

In  reply  to  a question  asked,  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  bank,  Mr.  Bayard  read  the  following  State- 
ment, which  was  handed  to  him  by  the  president, 
colonel  Drayton. 

Relative  position  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
bank,  May  17,  1841.  The  liabilities  of  the  bank, 
for  post  notes  issued  to  the  other  city  banks,  amount- 
ed to  $5,078,444 — and  were  secured  by  an  assign- 
ment of  assets,  amounting  to  $7,772,256.  The  lia- 
bilities of  the  bank  in  Europe,  were  $15,863,829 — 
secured  by  deposites  of  assets,  amounting  to 
$24,718,715. 

It  was  further  proposed  to  secure  other  liabilities 
of  the  bank — the  circulation,  deposites  and  balances 
due  to  other  banks  amounting  to  $5,449,925,  by  a 
special  pledge  of  assets  amounting  to  $12,921,839. 

These  arrangements  would  leave  the  amount  of 
$17,787,436  in  assets  unpledged;  and  of  liabilities, 
$2,224,898,  not  secured  by  any  pledge. 

Josiah  Randall,  esq.  then  called  up  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
with  little  or  no  opposition,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  board  be  directed  to  give  pub- 
lic notice,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  commonwealth,  of  an  intended  application  to 
the  next  legislature,  to  alter  the  name  and  reduce 
the  capital  of  the  bank,  together  with  such  other  al- 
terations as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Mr  Drayton,  the  president  of  the  bank,  then,  in 
reply  to  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Finch,  made  re- 
ference to  the  state  of  the  institution,  remarking  that 
it  was  a subject  definitely  referred  to  a committee, 
who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  devolved 
upon  them.  Mr.  Drayton  added,  that  the  directors 
had  found  it  difficult  to  carry  into  effect  a resolution 
of  the  stockholders,  authorising  an  assignment  in 
favor  of  billholders  and  depositors,  as  trustees  could 
not  be  found  to  labor  without  compensation,  which 
had  not  been  provided  for. 

After  some  explanation,  Mr.  Randall  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 


Resolved,  That  the  board  of  diiectors  be,  and  they' 
are  hereby  authorised  lo  exercise  their  own  discre- 
tion as  to  the  expediency,  as  well  as  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed at  the  last  meeting,  for  pledging  certain  assets  in 
trust  for  the  payment  of  the  circulation  of,  and  de- 
posites  in,  the  bank. 

Mr.  Lippencott,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, then  handed  in  a report  of  the  commit- 
tee, which  was  read.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the 
document: 

To  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States. 

It  is  with  considerable  reluctance  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  investigation,  appointed  at 
the  meeting  of  the  4th  of  January  last,  request  the 
attention  of  the  stockholders  to  a lew  remarks  on 
certain  statements  made  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle, 
in  his  letters  to  “the  bon.  John  M.  Clayton,”  lately 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

In  submitting  their  report,  they'  performed  a duty 
which  w as  lo  them  as  unexpected  as  painful;  yet  hav- 
ing assumed  the  office  imposed  upon  them,  it  was  a 
duty  from  which  they  could  not  shrink.  Information 
of  the  causes  which  had  occasioned  the  prostration 
of  a bank  of  so  large  a capital,  and  which  had  been 
declared  by  its  president,  but  two  years  before,  to 
be  in  a state  of  great  prosperity,  was  demanded  by 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  those  interested;  and  it 
was  due  to  the  stockholders,  due  to  the  community, 
and  due  to  the  character  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee themselves,  that  the  answer  should  be  an  ho- 
nest and  candid  one.  That  answer  was  given  in  a 
style  of  a simple  narrative  of  facts,  which  had  occur- 
red in  its  history  since  it  became  a state  institution. 
To  all  who  could  think  and  calculate,  these  facts 
were  amply  sufficient  to  account  for  its  actual  situa- 
tion. If  the  inference  fairly  deduced  from  them  were 
unfavorable  to  any  of  those  who  had  been  heretofore 
entrusted  with  its  management,  it  was  for  them  to 
exculpate  themselves  before  the  stockholders  or  the 
public.  The  committee  were  not  a judicial  tribunal, 
and  it  was  not  for  them  to  arraign  at  their  bar  the 
officers  and  directors  as  persons  accused.  They 
therefore  confined  their  examination  to  the  books, 
ami  when  explanation  on  any  particular  subject  was 
needed,  sought  for  it  from  those  who  were  supposed 
to  be  able  to  furnish  it. 

A vindication  of  the  measures  and  policy  of  his 
administration  was  certainly  to  be  expected  from 
the  former  president,  and  had  his  publications  been 
limited  to  this,  the  committee  would  have  remained 
silent.  But  a personal  attack  having  been  made 
upon  them,  their  motives  having  been  distinctly  im- 
peached, and  some  of  the  facts  presented  in  their 
report  having  been  formerly  denied  to  be  true,  some 
notice  of  charges  grave  as  these  seems  absolutely 
necessary. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  committee  wera 
appointed  not  only  to  verify,  but  to  examine  the  de- 
tails of  the  report  of  the  directors  of  December  21, 
1840.  We  did  proceed  both  to  verify  and  examine 
those  details.  We  conceived  that  we  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  inquire  how  the  immense  mass  of 
stocks  on  hand  had  come  into  the  possession  of  the 
bank;  an  inquiry  which  at  once  conducted  us  back 
to  the  authority  originally  granted  to  the  exchange 
committee,  to  the  loans  and  settlements  which  had 
been  made  by  and  w ith  officers,  to  the  cotton  opera- 
tions, and  to  the  causes  which  had  led  to  the  hvpo- 
thecation  of  so  large  and  valuable  a part  of  thpse 
securities  for  debts  abroad.  No  doubt  was  enter- 
tained that  the  stockholders  intended  such  an  ex- 
amination to  be  made,  and  the  public  expectation  ill 
regard  to  the  forthcoming  repoit  showed  that  the 
community  in  general  looked  for  something  more 
than  a mere  verification  of  the  assets.  The  com- 
mittee were  further  confirmed  in  these  views  by  the 
resolution  of  Die  board  of  directors,  inviting  them  to 
investigate  “the  affairs  and  transactions”  of  the 
bank,  and  “the  causes  of  its  actual  situation,”  and 
expressing  the  wish  that  such  an  investigation 
should  be  made,  in  order  that  the  results  might  be 
laid  before  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  April 
following.  It  has  been  asserted  that  this  resolution 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  “alarm  and  confusion” 
which  followed  the  last  suspension,  and  was  meant 
by  the  directors  as  an  appeal  to  the  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  themselves  by  throwing  the 
blame  on  their  predecessors. 

Whether  this  were  so  or  not,  it  is  enough  at  pre- 
sent explicitly'  to  deny  that  it  was  received  with  any 
understanding  such  as  that  referred  to.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  to  add  after  w hat  has  already  been  said, 
that  it  made  no  difference  in  the  course  which  the 
committee  had  before  determined  to  pursue.  If  no 
such  resolution  had  bepn  passed,  a full  and  Ihorotiirh 
examination  of  the  affairs  and  transactions  of  the 
bank  would  have  been  attempted;  and  if  access  to 
the  books  and  papers  for  that  purpose  had  been  re- 
fused, the  fact  would  have  been  reported  to  the 
stockholders,  and  they  would  have  been  left  to  adopt 
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such  measures  as  they  might  have  deemed  proper 
under  the  circumstances. 

It  has  also  been  asserted  that  the  investigation 
■was  “a  conspiracy  got  up  by  the  managers  of  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation  company  aided- by  a few 
weak  persons  who  did  not  see  that  they  were  the 
dupes  of  their  selfish  associates,”  and  that  the  re- 
port was  “the  vengeance  of  the  Schuylkill  Naviga- 
tion company  against  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  for 
lending  money  to  the  Reading  rail  road.”  The 
stockholders  have  already  been  informed  that  four  of 
the  six  members  of  which  the  committee  was  com- 
posed did  not,  and  do  not,  own  a single  share  of 
Schuylkill  Navigation  stock  or  loan,  nor  have  they 
interest  of  a single  dollar  in  that  improvement. 

As  additional  evidence  it  would  seem,  of  these 
assertions,  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Lippincott,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  was  the  owner  of  only  five 
shares  of  stock  in  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Murphy  of 
but  two.  The  important  fact,  which  the  very  books 
from  which  this  information  was  obtained  would 
have  furnished,  is  not  noticed,  that  the  remaining 
members  were  the  proprietors  together  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  shares,  which  the  whole  board  of 
twenty  directors,  elected  in  January  last,  (in  which 
election,  it  is  understood  Mr.  Biddle  had  a conside- 
rable agency)  owned  in  all  but  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  shares.  Nor  ought  Mr.  Biddle  to  have 
been  so  incautious,  by  adverting  to  this  subject,  as 
to  invite  the  remark  that  Mr.  Massey’s  interest  of 
two  shares  was  just  double  his  own. 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  to  inspire  the  belief, 
that  the  labors  of  the  committee  have  been,  or  are 
likely  to  be,  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  stock- 
holders.  Now  the  facts  are,  that  the  stock  of  the 
bank  had  lallen  upon  the  publication  of  the  state- 
ment of  December  21st,  1840,  from  64  to  50,  and 
upon  the  suspension  of  February  last,  to  16,  and 
The  notes  to  a depreciation  of  16  percent.  Whe- 
ther the  losses  of  the  stockholders  are  to  be  ascrib- 
ed to  the  policy  and  measures  which  caused  pros- 
tration, as  the  committee  thought,  or  to  the  occur- 
rences which  made  that  prostration  known  to  the 
world,  as  Mr.  Biddle  contends — in  either  case,  the 
mischief  bad  all  been  done  before  the  committee 
made  their  report. 

But  it  was  evidently  one  of  their  leading  objects 
to  re-assure  the  stockholders,  by  attempting  to  pre- 
sent them  with  a lair  and  honest  estimate,  not  of  the 
present  availability,  but  ot  the  probable  future 
worth  of  their  assets  in  better  times,  and  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  and  thus  encourage 
them  to  hold  on  to  their  stock.  This  was  a promi- 
nent feature  of  the  report,  utterly  inconsistent  with 
any  intention  “to  break  down  the  bank,  carry  down 
the  Reading  rail  road,  and  thus  increase  the  profits 
of  the  (Schuylkill  Navigation)  company.” 

A single  observation  may  be  here  appropriately 
made  on' the  subject  of  the  condition  in  which  Mr. 
Biddle  left  the  bank.  The  reports  of  dividend  com- 
mittees, and  the  published  resolutions  and  state- 
ments of  the  directors  have  been  referred  to,  and 
much  relied  on  by  him.  The  readers  ot  the  report 
may  be  safely  lell  to  examine  pages  41  and  58  of  the 
appendix,  and  form  a judgment  on  this  question  for 
themselves. 

It  will  be  there  seen  that  the  stock  account  in 
April,  1839,  amounted  to  $17,6S7,705  42 

Stock  remittances  to  Europe  2,170,549  88 

Special  loan  to  the  commonwealth,  671,000  00 
And  the  following,  not  entered,  but 
the  bank  having  to  pay  them  for 
agreements  entered  into  previous  to 
April  1,  1839: 

Bonds  of  Planters’ 

bank,  $656,000  00 

Mississippi  5 per  cts.  2,000,000  00 
Michigan  6 per  cts.  2,154,687  00 

6 301,687  50 


$26,830,942  80 

To  this  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  added  the 
following  items  in  the  account  of  April  1,  1839,  as 
being  essentially  of  the  same  nature  with  the  fore- 
going: 

Bills  discounted  on  other  than  per- 
sonal security,  $18,814,500  44 

Real  estate,  982,046  99 

Banking  houses,  422,761  93 

Bonds  and  mortgages,  313,627  13 


$20,532,336  49 

So  disproportionate  an  investment  of  assets  in 
such  securities  would  render  any  bank  essentially 
unsafe  and  unsound;  and  looking  at  the  fluctuating 
character  of  the  stock  market,  make  it  highly  pro- 
blematical whether  an  institution  thus  circumstanc- 
ed would  not  be  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  first 
commercial  revulsion  that  might  occur. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  course  of  policy 
crippled  the  bank,  and  compelled  her  to  sue  for 


money  in  Europe;  and  can  it  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained, if  Mr.  Biddle  left  her  prosperous  on  the 
2.9th  March,  1839,  how  it  happened  that  not  quite 
five  months  after,  and  before  any  of  those  occur- 
rences to  which  the  prostration  is  now  ascribed, 
before  the  “protest  by  Messrs.  Hottinguer  8c  Co.” 
before  “the  sales  of  post  notes  in  the  fall  of  1839,” 
before  “the  publication  of  the  first  of  January,” 
before  “the  resumption,”  and  before  “the  third 
suspension.”  On  the  22d  of  August,  1239,  Mr. 
Jaurion  writes  to  Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Biddle 
for  £50,000,  and  tells  them,  “life  or  death  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  the  issue.” 

We  proceed  no w to  a brief  review  of  those  points 
in  regard  to  wdiich  the  accuracy  of  tile  facts  pre- 
sented in  the  report  have  been  called  in  question. 
I.  As  to  Mr.  Biddle’s  own  account. 

The  first  item  ot  that  account  at  p.  51  of  the 
pamphlet  is  a3  follows: 

“Jari.  30,  1840.  His  note  due  Feb.  2, 

1842,  with  interest,  being  for  700 
shares  of  Reading  rail  road  stock, 
purchased  of  the  bank  by  his  agent, 

Jan.  3,  1839,  $31,500  00” 

Mr.  Biddle  affirms  that  it  was  not  until  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  long  after  he  had  left  the  bank,  that  he 
bought  this  stock  of  a stock  broker. 

The  journal  entry  of  the  suspended  debt  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  this  item  is  as  follows: 

Feb.  3,  1841.  Nicholas  Biddle,  to  bills 
discounted  suspended,  lor  amount 
due  from  N.  Biddle,  according  to  the 
following  statement,  with  interest, 
from  Jan.  30,  1840.  $31,500  00 

“Sold  by  Thomas  Biddle  8c  Co.  for  account,  J. 
Cowpertbwaite,  cashier, 

1S39,  Jan.  29,  100  shares  Reading  rail 
road,  at  $45,  $31,500  00 

Interest  12  mos.  to  Jan.  1840,  1,890  00 


33,390  0(r 

Commission  83  48 


33,306  52 

1839,  Dec.  11.  To  cash  paid,  1,000  00 

1840,  Feb.  1,  do.  do.  806  52 — 1,806  52 


Balance  due  by  N.  Biddle,  esq.  $31,500  00 
on  700  shares,  which  is  payable  in  12  months  from 
Jan.  30,  1840,  with  interest,  at  6 per  cent,  per  an- 
num. (Signed), 

Thos.  Biddle  8c  Co.” 

Thus  it  appears,  if  this  entry  is  to  be  relied  on, 
that  the  slock  was  bought  on  the  29ch  January, 
1S39,  made  payable  with  interest  in  12  months 
from  January  30,  1840,  and  that  when  its  maturity 
arrived,  February  2,  1841,  not  being  paid,  it  was 
transferred  to  the  suspended  debt  department,  and 
Mr  Biddle  there  asked  and  obtained  an  extension 
of  12  months  more. 

The  second  item  of  the  account  is  as  follows: 
“Jan.  3,  1841 . His  note  due  Jan.  6, 1842, 
with  interest,  originally  a debt  to  the 
bank,  guaranteed  by  Mr.  Biddle  and 
now  assumed  by  him,  $100,000” 

In  the  original  impression  there  was  a typogra- 
phical error,  the  word  never  printed  for  now,  which 
was  not  discovered  until  after  some  four  hundred 
copies  had  been  struck  off.  As  soon  as  discovered 
the  correction  was  made  in  the  form,  and  with  the 
pen  in  as  many  as  had  been  printed.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  a few  copies  may  have  been  given 
out  before  this  was  done.  This  is  the  only  error 
pointed  out  in  the  second  item,  which  as  it  was  an 
absurdity  as  originally  printed,  would  have  led  al- 
most any  one  to  suspect  a typographical  mistake. 

The  third  item  of  the  account  is: 

“Balance  of  loans  from  bills  receivable,  $29,500” 
Now  it  is  true  the  committee  were  shown  a letter 
from  Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  declaring  that  he  had  ob- 
tained this  money  from  the  bank  for  Mr.  Biddle, 
without  his  authority;  but  it  further  appeared  that 
Mr.  Biddle  had  authorised  Mr.  Cowperthwaite  to 
purchase  for  him  the  lands  in  Dauphin  county,  for 
which  the  deed  was  given,  and  that  after  the  fact 
was  brought  to  his  knowledge  that  the  money  had 
been  taken  from  the  teller’s  drawer,  and  while  he 
was  president  of  the  bank,  and  charged  on  the  books 
to  him,  he  had  admitted  the  debt  by  the  payment  of 
interest  upon  it. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  account  of  Mr.  Bid- 
dle, as  submitted,  was,  setting  aside  the  typographi- 
cal error,  correct,  and  fully  sustained  by  the  book's 
of  the  bank;  yet  he  has  not  hesitated  to  pronounce 
it  a “tissue  of  misrepresentations.” 

The  committee  continued  themselves  to  so  much 
of  this  account  as  was  standing  unpaid  or  unsettled. 
Had  they  gone  further  back  it  would  have  appear- 
ed that  tlie  following  loans  had  been  made  to  Mr, 
N.  Biddle,  and  entered  as  “bills  received." 


January  1,  1838,  $20,000 

February  13,  1838,  10,000 

February  28,  1838,  5,000 

June  30, 1838,  25,000 

September  1,  1838,  10,000 


amounting  in  all  to  $70,000 


which  remain  unpaid  up  to  March  25,  1339,  upon 
which  day  it  was  paid  in  full  with  interest. 

If  it  be  asked,  why  parade  Mr.  Biddle’s  account 
before  the  world?  the  answer  is  a simple  one.  It  is 
because  when  those  debts  were  contracted  he  was 
an  officer— the  chief  officer — and  bound  as  such  to 
set  an  example  lo  those  in  subordinate  offices,  and 
because,  as  he  has  himself  expressed  it,  “officers  of 
banks  ought  not  to  be  borrowers  at  all — never  large 
borrowers.” 

2.  The  account  of  Mr.  S.  Jaudon. 

The  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  agency, 
London,  and  Mr.  Jaudon’s  commissions,  were  in- 
troduced,  not  for  the  purpose  of  casting  censure 
upon  him,  but  in  order  to  show  one  of  the  conse- 
quences of  the  policy  of  the  bank,  which  had  sub- 
jected her  to  heavy  discounts  and  expenses  on  her 
loans  to  Europe;  and  also  to  exhibit  the  loose  man- 
ner in  which  the  agreement  with  that  gentleman 
had  been  made,  so  that  he  could  still  charge  extra 
commission  to  so  large  an  amount,  while  it  appear- 
ed at  the  same  time  to  be  part  of  the  understanding 
with  him  that  for  the  ordinary  compensation  stipu- 
lated he  should  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the 
business  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Jaudon  had  also  been  a borrower.  The  com- 
mittee referred  to  and  gave  his  account  in  the  ap- 
pendix, where  the  amounts  and  dates  of  his  several 
loans,  and  the  amounts  and  dates  of  his  cash  pay- 
ments with  the  list  of  his  collateral  securities  are 
all  stated  in  detail.  “Here  are  a parcel  of  state- 
ments,” says  Mr.  Biddle,  “called  facts,  and  I sup- 
pose they  are  so  scattered  and  separated  that  the 
great  truth  which  they  contain  is  studiously  hid- 
den.” This  great  truth  seems  to  be,  that  Mr.  Jau- 
don  had  reduced  his  debt  to  $117,000;  that  his  cash 
payment  amounted  to  $307, ©00;  deducting  which, 
from  his  receipts  for  services,  shower)  that  the  latter 
only  exceeded  the  former  by  about  $28,000. 

Yet  this,  we  are  told,  “gives  an  entirely  new  as- 
pect to  the  whole  question.  For  after  all,”  says 
Mr.  Biddle,  “what  debtor  of  the  bank  has  paid  so 
much  or  so  well  during  that  time.  I doubt  whether 
there  is  one  single  man  who  has  paid  in  any  thing 
like  the  same  proportion  of  his  debt.”  Perhaps 
there  inay  be  other  heavy  debtors  of  tlie  bank,  vs  ho 
would  engage  to  pay  even  in  full,  if  employed  in 
an  agency  or  office  at  a salary  or  commission  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  four  times 
the  salary  of  the  chief  magistrate  ol  the  United 
States,  and  eleven  times  that  of  an  American  am- 
bassador abroad. 

Mr.  Jaudon’s  accounts  would  not  have  been  again 
introduced,  had  not  Mr.  Biddle  chosen  to  charge 
the  committee  with  “scattering  and  separating  the 
facts,  so  that  the  great  truth  which  they  contain  is 
studiously  hidden.”  This  is  a very  strange  asser- 
tion for  any  one  to  make  with  the  leport  before 
him.  At  page  16  Mr.  Jaudon’s  indebtedness  at  the 
time  he  was  elected  foreign  agent  is  stated  at 
$408,389  25,  and  in  the  very  next  line  that  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1841,  it  had  been  reduced  to  $117. 500. 
And  again,  at  pages  49  and  50,  his  whole  account 
is  given  dibit  and  credit— side  by  side  on  the  same 
page.  What  closer  juxta-position,  what  more  full 
disclosure  could  have  been  desired? 

3.  THE  COTTON  OPERATIONS. 

We  have  carefully  examined  Mr.  Biddle’s  first 
letter  in  relation  to  the  cotton  operations,  without 
having  been  able  to  discover  that  a single  fact  stated 
in  the  report  on  this  subject,  has  been  directly  con- 
troverted. It  is  intimated,  however,  that  these 
transactions  were  publicly  known  at  the  time  they 
were  going  on,  and  that  therefore  the  board  of  di- 
rectors could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  them, 
though  it  remains  unexplained,  why  their  formal 
consent  was  not  asked  and  obtained  to  so  large  an 
appropriation  of  the  funds  of  the  institution  for  so 
unsual  a purpose.  The  evidence  relied  on  to  sus- 
tain the  position,  that  the  directors  could  not  have 
been  ignorant  of  it,  is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Biddle’s 
own  published  letter  to  M r.  John  Quincy  Adain9, 
of  the  date  of  Dec.  10,  1838.  It  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  in  this  letter  it  was  said  that  “as  soon  as  the 
capital  and  industry  of  the  country  had  time  to  sub- 
side into  their  accustomed  channels,  these  opera- 
tions were  relinquished,  and  now  they  have  totally 
and  finally  ceased.”  So  that,  according  to  Mr. 
Biddle,  this  publication  was  after  these  transactions 
were  closed;  and  supposing  that  it  stated  them 
correctly,  it  would  be  of  no  avail  as  to  tlie  point  in 
question.  But  it  by  no  means  stated  the  operation 
as  it  really  was.  It  contained  this  language:  “As 
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the  bank  could  not  purchase  these  staples,  it  made 
advances  upon  them  in  the  south.”  The  bank, 
however,  did  not  advance  to  the  southern  planter  or 
shipping  merchant,  as  the  paragraph  implies.  On 
the  contrary,  its  funds  were  used  by  Mr.  N.  Biddle 
and  tiis  partners  in  interest,  to  enable  them  to  pur- 
chase cotton  and  ship  to  England,  in  order  that  it 
might  have  the  privilege  of  purchasing  their  bills 
or  the  bills  of  their  agents,  for  the  proceeds  in 
which  to  make  remittances. 

Now,  the  evidence  that  the  operation  never  was 
authorised  or  sanctioned  by  the  board  of  directors 
is: 

1.  That  not  one  syllable  in  relation  to  it  is  to  be 
found  on  the  minutes  of  the  board,  either  at  the  time 
ot  ils  inception  or  during  its  progress. 

2.  The  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  directors, 
Messrs.  Cabot,  Wain,  Netf,  Connell,  Eyre,  Price, 
Lewis,  Martin,  Handy  and  Taylor,  adopted  unani- 
mously on  the  21st  of  December,  1840: 

“As  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
advances,  that  large  tiansactions  have  been  going 
on  for  several  years  without  the  sanction  or  know- 
ledge of  the  board  of  directors,  and  as  it  further  ap- 
pears that  these  transactions  were  mostly  if  not 
wholly  for  the  account  and  to  the  profit  and  loss  of 
the  executive  officers  of  this  bank  at  those  times,  it 
is  due  from  this  board,  that  their  just  condemnation 
of  such  things  should  be  fully  expressed  and  record- 
ed: it  is  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  large  advances  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  in  the  periods  of  1837-8,  and 
1838-9,  being  totally  unauthorised  and  unknown  to 
the  board  of  directors,  merits  and  receives  our  just 
censure  and  condemnation.” 

3.  Mr.  Biddle’s  own  admission.  “I  determined 
that  as  it  must  be  done  I would  do  it  myself.” 

Indeed,  it  is  very  apparant,  that  Mr.  Biddle,  es- 
pecially, during  the  latter  years  of  his  presidency, 
considered  himself  as  the  bank,  and  still  considers 
himself  to  have  been  so.  This  exhibits  it^-eif  in 
several  other  parts  of  his  letters,  besides  that  which 
has  just  been  adduced.  For  example,  in  speaking 
of  the  resumption  in  January  last,  he  says:  -‘Had  I 
occupied  the  position  1 once  did,  I would  not  have 
permitted  that  resumption.”  Referring  to  the  as- 
sistance given  in  1837  to  two  large  firms  in  this  city, 
he  says:  “The  first  I took  in  hand  myself,  making 
the  necessary  advances  to  carry  them  through  their 
troubles,  and  they  were  accordingly  saved.  With 
the  house  of  Thomas  Biddle  & Co.  1 would  not  in- 
terfere, but  I requested  a committee  to  examine 
their  affairs,  and  if  they  thought  it  expedient,  1 
would  consent  to  it.” 

It  is  true,  that  by  the  state  of  the  bank,  laid  upon 
the  directors’  table  at  every  stated  meeting,  the 
amount  of  these  advances  on  merchandise,  was  in- 
cluded in  the  amount  of  “foreign  bills  of  exchange.” 
It  is  true,  also,  that  the  committee  thought  when  ttiey 
made  their  report,  and  still  think,  that  so  large  an 
item  ought  to  have  attracted  attention,  and  an  expla- 
nation and  detail  ol  the  particulars  called  for  and  ex- 
amined. Still  it  is  fairly  open  to  this  remark,  that 
as  the  dealing  in  foreign  exchange  had  always  been 
regarded  as  the  favorite,  because  the  most  profita- 
ble, and  at  the  same  time  the  safest  branch  of  the 
business  of  the  bank,  the  directors  who  inspected 
the  statement  were  doublless  gratified  rather  than 
otheiwise,  in  observing  the  extent  of  that  line,  and 
certainly  had  no  reason  to  suspect  any  thing  impro- 
per under  such  a head. 

On  quoting  the  passage  of  the  report  in  which 
this  is  mentioned,  Mr.  Biddle  exclaims:  “thanks  to 
this  blind  rage  for  more  vengeance,  they  thus  reveal 
what  completely  answers  all  that  they  have  previ- 
ously written:  and  never,  certainly,  was  seen  at  (he 
quarter  sessions  a witness  caught  more  completely 
in  his  own  trap.”  The  committee  can  only  say  that 
every  part  of  the  report  was  well  weighed,  and  this 
part  as  well  as  every  other.  The  tacts  which  it 
states  are  not  contioverted,  and  they  show,  what 
the  paragraph  was  intended  to  show,  with  what  im- 
proper laxity  (he  business  was  transacted — what  a 
mere  lorm  the  board  of  directors  and  Its  standing 
committees  had  become,  and  how  entirely  satisfied 
the  president  seemed  to  be  of  his  own  ability,  un- 
assisted, to  direct  its  affairs. 

On  a re-examination  of  the  whole  matter,  the 
committee  are  fully  borne  out  in  their  position  that 
the  “advances  on  merchandise”  was  an  operation 
undertaken  and  carried  on,  without  the  authority, 
sanction,  or  even  knowledge,  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

Some  facts,  however,  have  been  stated  in  relation 
to  this  business,  which  were  not  known  to  the 
committee,  and  which  require  a few  remarks,  in 
order  that  their  proper  bearing  may  be  clearly  un- 
derstood. 

1.  We  supposed  that  the  $800,000  drawn  from 
the  bank,  and  distributed  among  the  parties,  were 
for  profits  actually  then  realized. 


It  now  appears  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Cabot,  published  by  Mr.  Biddle  in  his  first  letter, 
that  one-half  of  this  amount  was  for  anticipated  pro- 
fits. We  take  the  statement  a3  correct,  although 
there  are  some  plain  mistakes  in  the  calculations. 

So  that  we  have  it  from  the  best  authority,  that 
on  the  22d  of  August,  1839,  when  Mr.  Jaudon,  the 
agent  in  London,  wrote  to  Messrs.  Biddle  and 
Humphreys  for  the  advance  of  £50,000,  telling 
them  “il  5,000  bales:  of  cotton  must  go,  let  them  go, 
be  the  loss  what  it  may,”  and  on  the  following  day 
for  £50,000  more,  in  consequence  of  which,  as  is 
pretended,  the  cotton  was  sacrificed, — at  that  very 
time  Mr.  Biddle  and  his  associates  in  this  business 
were  in  possession  of  an  amount  drawn  from  the 
bank  as  estimated  profits,  which  without,  doubt 
would  have  been  sufficient,  if  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Jaudon,  to  have  prevented  the  necessity  of  the  sa- 
crifice. ^ 

2.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Biddle  undertook  this 
operation  “without  the  least  idea  of  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage to  himself,”  and  that  the  object  was  not 
profit,  but  simply  to  enable  the  bank  to  make  with 
safety  the  large  remittances  necessary  to  meet  its 
bonds  payable  in  London,  which  had  been  issued 
for  the  relief  of  New  York.  It  was  then  entered 
upon  by  Mr.  Biddle,  as  president  of  the  bank,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  bank.  On  this  ground,  and  on 
this  ground  alone,  is  it  vindicated.  It  is  even  boast- 
ed, that  “the  possession  of  these  funds  abroad,  was 
the  means  of  protecting  and  saving  the  agent  of  the 
bank  and  of  course  the  bank  itself  from  prostration.” 
If  then  the  whole  operation  was  undertaken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  bank,  in  order  to  enable  it  to 
transmit  its  funds,  how  is  it  that,  after  the  $800,000 
have  been  withdrawn  and  repayment  is  demanded 
of  a part  of  this  sura  to  make  good  subsequent  losses, 
the  transaction  suddenly  changes  its  character?  It 
becomes  all  at  once,  according  to  Mr.  Biddle,  “a 
question,  how  far,  looking  at  it  as  a simple  commer- 
cial operation,  the  only  possible  light  in  which  it  could 
be  regarded,”  he,  “a  stranger,  no  longer  connected 
with  the  bank,  ought  to  bear  the  burden  of  this  sa- 
crifice.” 

If  according  to  “the  only  possible  light  in  which 
it  could  be  regarded,”  it  was  “a  simple  commercial 
operation”  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle,  then  here  was 
the  chief  officer  of  that  institution,  employed  at  a 
salary  of  $8,000  per  annum,  in  order  that  he  might 
devote  his  whole  mind  to  its  business,  engaging  in  a 
large  commercial  operation  for  his  own  benefit;  and 
vyhat  is  more  and  worse,  using  to  the  extent  of  many 
millions,  the  money  of  the  bank  for  that  object, 
without  the  approbation  or  even  the  knowledge  of 
the  board  of  directors. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  regarded  as  an  opera- 
tion undertaken  solely  lor  the  benefit  of  the  bank, 
to  enable  it  to  make  remittances  to  meet  its  pay- 
ments in  Europe,  then  when  it  becomes  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  a sacrifice  in  order  to  sustain  the 
agent  of  the  bank  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  the 
very  object  of  the  whole  operation,  on  what  princi- 
ple, consistently  with  this  view,  could  the  parties 
refuse  to  repay  the  money  appropriated  to  them- 
selves under  the  name  of  profits? 

Had  the  $800,000  never  been  drawn,  it  is  evident 
that  the  bank  would  still  have  been  a loser  on  the 
whole  business  to  the  extent  ot  $141,462  27.  For 
the  readers  of  the  report  will  remember  that,  in 
settling  the  account,  the  parties  interested  claimed 
and  were  allowed  a deduction  for  loss  on  southern 
funds,  and  in  the  purchase  of  cotton,  of  $310,071 
30,  which  was  a proper  allowance,  ifit  was  an  ope- 
ration designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  but  was 
without  any  good  reason  if  “the  only  possible  light 
in  which  it  coul  I be  regarded”  was  that  of  a simple 
commercial  operation  of  individuals. 

One  or  two  other  inatleis  remain  to  be  briefly 
noticed  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  re- 
port: 

1.  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  it  was  after  he  had  left 
the  bank  that  Mr.  Cabot  presented  to  him  the  slate 
ment  of  the  profits  realized  and  expected  on  the 
sales  of  the  cotton,  and  that  when  he  received  this 
account  lie  presumed  the  matter  was  correctly  stat- 
ed, and  it  was  so  settled  accordingly.  Mr.  Bid- 
dle resigned  the  presidency  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1839.  The  committee  cannot  of  course  say  when 
he  received  the  $400,000,  his  pretended  share,  in 
hand,  but  the  books  gave  the  following  as  the  dates 
at  which  the  money  was  drawn: 

March  25,  1839,  . . $450,000 

29,  “ . . . 50,000 

April  16,  “ . . 100,000 

May  22,  “ ' . . 200,000 


$800,000 

More  than  one-lialfthe  sum  then  was  actually  drawn 
before  Mr.  Biddle  left  the  bank;  and  whether  he  re- 
ceived it  on  those  days  or  not,  it  is  certainly  a curi- 
ous coincident  that  upon  the  25th  of  March,  1339, 


the  date  upon  the  first  of  these  drafts,  he  paid  his 
debt  to  the  bank  as  heretofore  mentioned  of  70,000 
dollars  with  interest. 

2.  Another  circumstance  to  be  mentioned  relates 
to  the  letter  signed  “T.  Dunlap,  president,”  to 
Messrs.  Bevan  & Humphreys  of  February  25, 1840, 
in  which  he  requests  them  to  direct  Messrs.  Hum- 
phreys & Biddle  to  raise  funds  by  the  sale  of  any  or 
all  the  merchandise  consigned  to  them,  and,  “if 
this  sale  should  be  attended  by  any  sacrifice  on  its 
cost,”  undertaking  that  the  bank  would  make  up 
the  difference,  and  “that  the  same  difference  would 
be  made  up  on  what  they  had  already  sold.”  It  is 
to  be  observed  that  this  letter  never  received  the 
approbation  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  was  with- 
out their  knowledge.  The  committee  have  also 
good  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  drafted  by  Mr. 
Biddle  himself,  urged  by  him  upon  Mr.  Dunlap, 
and  signed  by  the  latter  gentleman  with  great  re- 
luctance— an  error,  for  such  it  undoubtedly  was, 
which  he  afterwards  redeemed,  as  far  as  it  was  pos- 
sible, by  insisting  in  the  final  settlement,  upon  the 
liability  ot  the  parties  to  refund  the  loss,  and  by 
making  the  best  arrangements  in  his  power  to  re- 
pay his  own  share,  principal  and  interest. 

4.  The  permanent  expense  account. 

Before  proceeding  to  remark  upon  these  portions 
of  Mr.  Biddle’s  letters,  which  relate  to  this  account, 
we  may  be  permited  to  state,  as  far  as  we  are  able 
to  ascertain  it,  the  history  of  the  entry  of  $400,000 
to  “losses  chargeable  to  contingent  fund”  for  the 
parent  bank  notes,  to  be  found  in  this  appendix  to 
the  report,  (p.  63),  and  mentioned  also  at  (p.  25), 
as  not  having  been  satisfactorily  explained. 

It  appears  that  on  the  29th  of  February,  1S36,  the 
amount  of  sundries  in  the  first  teller’s  drawer,  was 
$1,456,511  49.  Of  this  sum  $400,000  were  the 
receipts  of  the  president,  for  moneys  paid  him  on 
the  cashier’s  ordeis.  This  amount  of  sundries  on 
the  following  day,  March  1,  1836,  stood  at  only 
$1,049,905  42.  The  receipts  in  question  had  been 
taken  out  and  cannot  now  be  found.  About  the  same 
time  a quantity  of  bank  notes  was  burned  under 
the  supervision  of  a committee  of  the  board,  and 
among  them  ten  post  notes  of  $40,000  each,  which 
had  been  entered  in  the  post  note  register,  but  mark- 
ed in  the  margin  not  issued.  The  report  of  the 
burning  made  out  as  usual  by  the  officers,  was 
signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  board. 

This  report  included  the  amount  of  the  post  notes 
destroyed  under  the  general  head  of  parent  notes. 
An  entry  of  it  was  accordingly  made  on  the  journal 
of  that  day,  and  the  w hole  amount  destroyed  and 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  account  of  parent  bank 
issues  in  the  general  ledger.  Some  tune  about 
June.  1839,  the  clerk  who  kept  that  account  found, 
to  his  supprise,  that  the  balance  was  on  the  wrong 
side,  by  which  it  seemed  that  more  parent  bank 
notes  of  the  particular  denomination  had  been  de- 
stroyed than  had  ever  been  issued,  ami  having  sa- 
tisfied himself  that  there  was  no  mistake  in  the  cal- 
culation, reported  t lie  fact.  It  became  necessary 
to  balance  tiiis  false  entry  by  a corresponding  entry 
upon  the  other  side,  which  was  accordingly  done 
upon  the  27th  of  June,  1840,  and  the  amount  as  we 
see  carried  to  the  account  of  losses  chargeable  to 
to  the  contingent  fund. 

Thus,  then,  to  the  amount  of  $618,540  15-100, 
disbursed  by  the  officers  of  the  bank  without  ac- 
count, since  the  recharter,  is  to  be  added  this  sum 
of  $400,000,  expended  on  or  about  that  very  period, 
making  in  all  the  sum  of  $1,018,640  15  000. 

In  regard  to  these  expenditures,  the  objects  of 
which  they  did  not  find  stated  on  the  books,  the 
committee  addressed  the  president  ot  the  bank  for 
information.  His  answer  was  in  substance,  that  as  to 
those  amounts  which  had  been  expended  before  the 
period  of  his  presidency,  he  could  not  furnish  the 
committee  w'ith  any  information;  that  as  to  $99,200, 
charged  in  March  and  April,  1840,  it  had  been  dis- 
bursed under  the  directions  of  a committee  of  a 
board,  appointed  under  a resolution  of  March  3d, 
1840.  Similar  letters  were  then  addressed  to  Mr. 
Biddle  and  Mr.  Cowperthwaite.  From  Mr.  Biddle 
no  answer  was  received.  Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  as 
it  has  been  stated,  called  on  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  been  at 
bank,  where  access  to  the  vouchers  had  been  refus- 
ed to  him.  This  the  chairman  wrote  upon  a small 
piece  of  paper,  and  requested  Mr.  Cowperthwaite 
to  add  any  thing  further  he  wished;  upon  which  he 
wrote  that  he  was  willing  to  furnish  the  committee 
any  information  he  was  possessed  of.  This  was 
not  signed  by  him  nor  addressed  to  the  committee. 
The  only  varience  between  this  statement  and  that 
of  Mr.  Cowperthwaite  is,  that  he  says  that  he  stat- 
ed to  Mr.  Lippincott,  what  “his  recollection  was” 
respecting  the  vouchers;  that  he,  (Mr.  Lippincott), 
requested  it  might  be  put  down  in  writing,  and  a 
short  memorandum  was  accordingly  made.  Yet  Mr. 
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Cowperth  waite  does  not  communicate  that  which  it 
is  most  important  to  know — what  it  was  which  he 
did  recollect  about  these  vouchers. 

The  simple  question  was  and  slill  is — for  what 
purposes  were  these  sums  expended?  An  answer 
to  this  question  has  not  yet  been  given  from  any 
quarter  either  to  the  committee,  to  the  stockholders 
or  the  public.  Were  they  legitimate  and  proper 
purposes?  If  so,  why  not  disclose  them? 

H Is  it  at  all  credible  that  after  the  lapse  of  so  short 
a period,  the  officers  in  question  “find  it  difficult 
to  recall”  what  were  the  objects  of  these  large  dis- 
bursements? It  is  enough  for  Mr.  Biddle  again  to 
en'rench  himself  behind  the  formal  report  of  a di- 
vidend committee,  which  after  all.  simply  states  the 
fact  that  there  was  charged  to  bonus  and  perma- 
nent expenses,  an  amount  of  $3,510,694  29  100,  in 
which  was  included  a part  of  these  sums?  Yet  this 
is  really  the  only  au'hority  for  Ihe  assertion,  that 
“with  regard  to  these  disbursements  made  during 
‘his’  administration,  the  whole  of  them  were  duly 
examined , reported  upon  by  a committee  and  con- 
firmed by  the  board  before  -he’  left  the  bank?” — 
Even  supposing  it  were  so,  that  fact  certainly 
ought  not  to  preclude  the  stockholders  from  such 
information  as  was  requested.  But  the  fact  is,  that 
not  only  was  that  report,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  made  without 
any  examination  of  the  vouchers  of  the  permanent 
expense  account,  but  the  sum  of  $63,323  25  paid 
out,  while  Mr.  Biddle  was  president,  was  not 
charged  until  subsequently. 

Mr.  Biddle  complains  that  the  expenditures  of 
this  kind  made  during  his  administration  were  not 
discriminated  from  those  of  his  successor.  The 
importance  of  this  to  his  character  or  the  object  of 
the  report  did  not  occur  to  the  committee,  but  it  is 
here  slated  as  he  appears  to  desire. 

The  amount  charged  as  expended  prior  to  March 
29,  1839,  is  $359,241  10 

To  this  must  be  added  this  sum, 
which,  though  charged  at  various 
subsequent  dates,  had  all  been  ex- 
pended prior  to  March  29,  1839,  68,323  2o 

And  this  luither  sum  being  money 
paid  Ihe  president,  on  cashiers’ 
vouchers,  which  was  at  first  charg- 
ed to  parent  bank  note  account,  400,000  00 

$827,564  35 

So  that  during  Mr.  Biddle’s  adminis- 
tration, fiom  March,  1836,  to  April, 

1S39,  a period  of  three  years  and 
one  month,  there  were  expended  for 
purposes  not  yet  explained,  the  sum 
of  $827,564  35 

Leaving  for  the  nineteen  months 

which  succeeded,  191,085  80 


$1,013,650  15 

Before  concluding,  the  committee  desire  to  he 
indulged  in  one  other  short  explanation.  It  is  in 
relation  to  the  fact  stated  at  page  16  of  the  report, 
that  there  had  been  “taken  in  settlement  of  debt 
from  Messrs.  Bevan  & Humphreys,  (Mr.  Joseph 
Cabot,  one  of  that  firm,  being  at  the  time  a director 
of  the  bank),  1,150  shares  of  United  States  bank 
stock,  in  1S33,  viz:  on  the  2d  of  August,  250  shares 
at  $123,  the  bank  selling  on  the  same  day  at  $120 
less  brokerage;  on  the  22d  of  August  500  shares, 
and  on  the  23d  of  August  400  shares,  at  $125;  the 
market  price  on  those  two  days  being  $1234,  the 
bank  selling  the  day  after  at  $123,  less  brokerage.” 
These  gentlemen  have  published  a card  denying 
the  accuracy  of  this  statement.  They  affirm  that 
neither  their  firm  nor  any  member  of  it  “ever  made 
any  settlement  or  payment  to  the  bank  in  any  stock 
at  any  price.”  They  add,  however,  “when  the 
stock  was  withdrawn  from  the  bank,  the  amount 
advanced  on  it  being  100  dollars  per  share,  was  duly- 
paid  with  interest  thereon  at  6 per  cent.”  This  is 
so:  but  the  books  of  the  bank  show  that  on  the  very 
days  when  these  sales  took  place,  the  debts  lor 
which  the  stock  had  been  pledged,  were  paid.  It 
was  in  substance,  then,  if  not  in  form,  a settlement. 
As  to  the  price,  it  is  not  denied  that  that  of  the  900 
shares  was  above  the  market  price  of  the  day — 
though  it  is  remarked  that  these  shares  were  for 
“indfvidual  account;”  that  is,  were  owned  by  the 
partners  of  the  firm  in  their  individual  and  not  in 
their  partnership  capacity.  As  to  the  price  ol  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  the  committee  had 
and  gave  as  their  authority  the  books  of  the  bank, 
which  sustain  their  assertion.  What  may  have 
been  their  price  next  day  was  nothing  to  the  point, 
the  cashier  who  made  the  settlement  ought  to  have 
known  the  price  at  which  Ihe  bank  was  then  selling. 
These  gentlemen  express  surprise  that  they  should 
have  been  mentioned  by  name,  which  makes  it 
proper  to  add  that  it  was  done  in  conformity  to  a 
general  rule  adopted  by  the  committee,  to  mention 


every  case  of  this  kind  which  came  to  their  know- 
ledge, in  which  a director  or  chief  officer  was  a 
party  interested. 

I n reference  to  the  guarantee  by  Ihe  bank  of  the 
contract  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dunlap  for  the  pur- 
chase of  “Illinois  and  Michigan  stock,”  the  state- 
ment made  by  that  gentleman  in  a published  note 
addressed  to  the  committee  is  entirely  accurate.  It 
did  not  appear  that  any  personal  advantage  was 
expected  or  derived  by  him  from  the  contract,  and 
it  was  supposed  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the  re- 
port, in  a manner  and  connection  which  showed 
wilh  sufficient  clearness  that  it  was  really  for  the 
use, and  benefit  of  the  bank,  and  that  the  particular 
mode  had  been  adopted  in  order  that  she  might 
without  a violation  of  the  charter  become  the  pro? 
prietor  of  this  stock.  The  committee  thought  it 
proper  to  notice  it,  as  it  was  a contract  of  impor- 
tance, to  which  the  assent  of  the  board  had  not 
been  asked  or  obtained. 

Having  thus  re-examined,  it  is  believed,  every 
point  in  regard  to  which  the  fidelity  or  impartiality 
of  the  report  has  been  called  in  question,  we  must 
now  finally  submit  the  whole  matter  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  stockholders  and  the  public. 

JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT, 
MOSES  KEMPTON, 
CHARLES  MASSEY,  Jr. 
EDWARD  COLES, 

JOHN  BACON, 

JAMES  NEWBOLD. 

Philadelphia,  May  18 Ih,  1841. 

Mr.  Duane  prefaced  with  some  remarks,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions,  which,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  resolution,  were  adopted,  af- 
ter much  discussion,  and  some  modification. 

Whereas,  the  stockholders  of  the  United  States 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  their  meeting  in  January 
last,  referred  to  a committee  the  reports  then  made 
to  them,  and  the  committee  have  reported  that  large 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  stockholders  had 
been  expended  by  their  agents  for  purposes  which 
the  committee  could  not  ascertain  the  nature  of: 
and  whereas,  no  explanation  on  this  subject  has 
been  subsequently  obtained,  and  color  is  thus  given 
to  imputations  cast  upon  the  late  and  existing  bank 
of  the  United  States  that  its  funds  had  been  used 
corruptly.  And  whereas,  under  such  circum- 
stances, entire  silence  on  the  part  of  the  stockhold- 
ers would  be  inconsistent  With  their  regard  for  the 
reputation  of  their  country,  and  with  their  own  self 
respect — therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  stake  which  we  have  in  Ihe 
honor  and  welfare  of  our  country  now  and  hereaf- 
ter is  far  more  precious  than  any  personal  interest 
which  we  can  have  in  any  chartered  institution. 

Resolved,  That  we  denounce  and  condemn  as 
hostile  to  liberty  and  subversive  of  virtue,  any  ex- 
penditure or  loan,  if  any  such  has  been  made  by 
the  late  or  exis:ing  Bank  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der a former  administration,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  public  press,  operating  upon  the  pub- 
lic suffrage,  or  securing  the  aid  of  legislators  or 
other  public  agents  for  any  object  whatever. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  sake  of  the  public  exam- 
ple, we  regret  thatthe  committee  appointed  by  the 
stockholders  in  January  last,  failed  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  particulars  of  the  expenditures  lo 
which  they  have  referred  in  their  report,  and  that 
public  thanks  will  be  merited  by  those  who,  pos- 
sessing Ihe  knowledge,  shall  disclose  it. 

[ Resolved , That  in  such  an  inquiry  as  that  which 
was  in  January,  affecting  the  fame  of  the  country 
and  the  safety  of  its  institutions,  a full  development 
of  truth  was  a higher  consideration  than  the  ephe- 
meral interests  of  individuals  or  stockholders,  and 
that  for  this  and  other  reasons  we  do  not  concur 
with  the  majority  of  the  investigating  committee  in 
suppressing  the  particulars  of  the  active  and  sus- 
pended debt] 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

RELIGIOUS  ANNIVERSARIES. 

The  principal  moral  and  religious  societies  of  Ihe 
United  States  held  their  annual  meetings  in  Ihe  city 
of  New-  York  during  the  last  week.  We  give  the 
following  abstract  ol  their  proceedings. 

The  American  temperance  union.  This 
philanthropic  association  held  its  celebration  at  the 
Murray  street  church  on  Tuesday  morning  at  10 
o’clock.  The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer 
by  rev.  Dr.  Nott,  of  Union  college,  after  which  ho- 
norable Theodore  Frelinghnysen  president  of  Ihe 
society,  read  an  address  setting  forth  its  character, 
aims,  means  and  successes.  Ttie  annual  report  of 
the  financial  condition  of  the  union  was  then  read 
by  the  treasurer.  It  presents  the  following  sum- 
mary: Amount  paid  for  printing,  Sic.  $5,241  09; 

salaries  of  agents,  $3,341  20;  postage,  freight, 
public  meetings,  and  other  purposes  not  specified 


$1,655  20.  The  receipts  are,  for  sales  of  books. 
Sic.  $4,127  93;  donation  ol  E.  C.  Delevan,  $5,000; 
other  sources,  $1,458  69.  Balance  in  the  treasury 
$341  48. 

The  report  of  the  executive  committee  was  then 
presented  by  its  chairman.  It  alluded  to  the  re- 
markable progress  of  temperance  in  Ireland,  to  the 
success  attending  the  tour  of  the  agent  of  the  Ame- 
rican temperance  societies,  the  rev.  Robert  Baird,  in 
Northern  Europe,  and  to  the  strong,  and  in  good  de- 
gree successful,  efforts  of  tile  drunkards  themselves 
in  various  cities  of  the  United  States  to  emancipate 
themselves  Irotn  the  self-imposed  but  most  galling 
bondage  of  intemperance.  It  stated  that  15,000 
drunkards  have  been  reformed  in  the  United  Siales 
within  thp  last  six  months.  The  following  tempe- 
rance publications  have  been  circulated  during  the 
year,  at  an  expense  of  $10,347  39;  105,000  lempe- 
rance  books;  200,000  juvenile  temperance  publica- 
tions; 30,000  copies  of  the  annual  repoit;  24,000 
temperance  tracts,  almanacs,  &c.;  26,000  extra  New 
York  Observers  and  Evangelisls  with  extracts  from 
the  essay  of  Anii-Bacchus  and  15,000  copies  of  Ihe 
celebrated  “beer  trial”  in  Albany.  Wilh  $3,000 
annually,  besides  the  income  from  Ihe  sale  of  books, 
pamphlets,  fkc.  the  society  can  carry  forward  its 
plans  into  successful  operation.  No  summary  was 
given  of  the  number  of  members  in  each  of  the  se- 
veral states.  The  number  of  distilleries  within 
the  limits  of  the  union  was  slated  at  9,658  annu- 
ally manufacturing  36,343,236  gallons  of  ardent 
spirits.  In  contrast  with  tins,  the  fact  was  stated 
that,  sixteen  years  ago,  the  number  of  distille- 
ries was  40,000,  manufacturing  72,000,000  gal- 
lons. 

Mr.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  New  York  state  temperance  society,  intro- 
duced a resolution  pertaining  to  the  general  subject, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jewett  of  Boston,  who 
supported  it  in  a speech  of  considerable  length.  Prof. 
Goodrich,  of  Yale  college  also  intioduced  a resolu- 
tion, and  supported  it  in  a brief  address.  Rev.  Mr. 
Scott,  of  Stockholm,  in  Sweeden,  then  addressed 
the  convention  for  sometime,  presenting  many  inte- 
resting facts  relative  to  the  progie3s  of  temperance 
in  that  kingdom.  He  said  tiiat  witli  a populalion  of 
less  than  3,000,000,  Sweden  had  160,000  distilleries, 
furnishing  more  than  40,000,000  of  gallons  yearly. 
There  is  not  a great  degree  of  gross  drunkenness 
there,  but  nearly  ail  drink  to  some  extent.  The 
meeting  was  farther  addressed  by  rev.  Robert  Baird, 
recently  from  Northern  Europe,  who  gave  a very 
interesting  skelc.1)  of  his  philanthropic  labors  there, 
and  by  rev.  Mr.  Bingham  from  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands. 

One  of  the  speakers  slated,  that  in  Russia,  there 
were  thirty  or  forty  local  governments,  each  of  which 
paid  to  the  general  government  a certain  sum  for  the 
privilege  of  manufacturing  and  selling  ardent  spirits. 
The  amount  received  by  the  general  government  was 
25  million  rubles.  The  local  governments  farmed  out 
this  privilege  to  individuals,  and  received  an  equal 
sum.  Tli i3  is  the  Russia  system  of  licenses. 

[ Log  Cabin. 

The  American  Bible  society.  This  society 
celebrated  ils  twenty-fifih  anniversary  yesterday  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M.  at  the  Broadway  tabernacle,  ho- 
norable John  Cotton  Smith,  president  in  the  chair. 
A chapter  ol  the  Bible  was  read  and  the  president 
made  an  eloquent  and  impressive  address.  The  re- 
port of  the  treasurer  was  then  presented,  the  whole 
amount  of  receipts  during  the  year  was  stated  at 
$118,860  41,  being  an  increase  of  $21,505  on  the 
returns  ol  last  year.  Of  this  $9,747  were  from  le- 
gacies. The  corresponding  secretary,  rev.  J.  C. 
Brigham  presented  the  report  of  the  board  of  mana- 
gers, of  which  Ihe  following  is  a summary: 

Since  the  organization  of  the  society  through  ils 
efforts  nearly  3,000,000  Bibles  and  Testaments  have 
been  sent  forth  and  means  furnished  lor  publishing 
not  less  than  300,000  copies  more  in  foreign  lan- 
guages. They  have  been  published  in  five  Indian 
longues,  in  seven  of  those  spoken  in  Europe,  in  five 
of  those  used  in  Asiatic  Turkey,  in  seven  of  those 
of  India,  ill  the  Chinese,  the  Hawaiian,  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  in  (he  Grebo  tongue  on  the  west 
coast  of  Africa.  Means  iiave  also  been  furnished 
for  Ihe  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  scriptures 
in  as  many  as  twenty  additional  tongues,  making 
something  like  fifty  to  which  they  have  directly  and 
indirectly  gone  forth  in  Ihe  world.  In  the  course  of 
the  year  four  hundred  persons  have  become  life  mem- 
bers and  life  directors,  and  19  new  auxiliaries  have 
been  founded  mostly  in  the  western  states. 

The  whole  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
printed  during  the  year  is  166,875;  the  number  is- 
sued during  the  same  time  is  150,202,  showing  a de- 
crease of  3,096 on  the  former  report.  The  distribu- 
tion of  Bibles  with  the  amouut  received  in  return  has 
been  apportioned  as  follows; 
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Maine 

909 

1,115 

New  Hampshire 

1,990 

874 

Vermont 

2,769 

1,458 

Massachusetts 

10,539 

16,696 

Rhode  Island 

1,361 

441 

New  York 

52,661 

36,413 

New  Jersey 

2,158 

3,332 

Pennsylvania 

13,134 

9,708 

Maryland 

6,535 

2,830 

Soutli  Carolina 

2,687 

6,225 

Georgia 

2,419 

822 

Alabama 

225 

272 

Mississippi 

2,231 

2,862 

District  of  Columbia 

139 

2,877 

Ohio 

8,234 

4,914 

Indiana 

912 

751 

Illinois 

1,682 

2,124 

Michigan 

1,322 

394 

Missouri 

350 

30 

Kentucky 

1,045 

1,377 

Tennessee 

1,688 

2,374 

Virginia 

1,139 

697 

Louisiana 

392 

952 

Arkansas 

150 

— 

Wiskonsan,  Iowa  ) 
Florida  5 

472 

Ill 

Great  attention  lias  been  paid  to  distributing  the 
Bible  among  emigrants,  57,839  of  whom  arrived  at 
this  port  wilhin  the  last  ten  months.  Books  have 
been  sent  to  many  foreign  countries  and  the  follow- 
ing giants  ot  money  have  been  made  to  promote  the 
circulation  of  the  scriptures  abroad: 

To  aid  distribution  in  France  $942  55 

“ “ Prussia  1,000  00 

“ “ Belgium  500  00 

To  aid  in  preparing  and  distributing  in 

Northern  India  1,000  00 

To  aid  in  publishing  a Hebrew  Spanish 

Old  Testament,  at  Vienna  6,000  00 

To  aid  preparation,  &c.  at  Ceylon  4,000  00 

For  the  same  at  Constantinople  3,501  52 

For  the  same  at  Madras  6,000  00 

For  the  same  at  Madura  2,000  00 

For  publishing  the  Howoiian  scripture  at 

the  Sandwich  Islands  5,500  00 

For  printing  gospels  in  the  Grebo  tongue 

on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  350  00 

The  report  states  that  $50,000  is  the  least  sum 
which  should  be  provided  lor  the  coming  years.  Re- 
solutions were  presented  having  releience  to  the 
general  designs  of  the  society,  and  addresses  were 
.made  by  rev.  Dr.  De  Wit,  of  this  city,  rev.  James 
W.  Dale,  general  agent  of  the  Bible  society,  rev. 
John  Coleman,  of  Philadelphia,  rev.  J.  W.  Yeo- 
mans, of  Trenton,  N.  Jersey,  rev.  prof.  Emory, of 
Baltimore,  rev.  George  Scott,  from  Stockholm, 
Sweden,  rev.  H.  Bingham,  horn  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands, and  the  rev.  Mr.  Thompson  of  London. 

[ Tiibune. 


American  Seamens’  Friend  society.  This 
society  field  their  anniversary  at  the  Tabernacle  last 
evening.  Although  the  day  had  been  very  wet  yet 
quite  a crowded  audience  assembled.  Some  very 
brief  abstracts  from  the  report  of  the  society  were 
read.  With  regard  to  the  foreign  operations  of  the 
society,  it  stated  that  theie  was,  at  present,  no  agent 
at  Honolulu  in  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  agent 
of  that  station,  while  on  a voyage  for  his  helalth, 
had  died,  another  had  been  appointed  who  was  ex- 
pected soon  to  sail  for  the  Island.  At  Sidney  in 
Australasia  a new  station,  had,  during  the  past  y ear, 
been  established.  At  Havre  in  France,  at  Stock- 
holm in  Sweden,  at  Lisbon  in  Portugal,  and  at  the 
other  foreign  stations  the  labors  of  the  chaplain  had 
been  attended  with  much  success.  The  domestic 
operations  of  the  society  had  been  attended  with 
the  like  happj’’  results.  With  exception  of  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  chaplains  were  icgulaily  sta- 
tioned at  the  most  important  ports  on  the  sea  coast. 
The  Bethel  churches  under  their  charge  were  in- 
creasing, and  the  condition  of  the  seamen  within 
their  influence  was  improving.  Reading  rooms 
had  been  established  in  connection  with  several 
Bethel  societies.  The  number  of  boarding  houses 
for  seamen  had  been  increased,  and  the  number 
who  resorted  to  them  bad  been  gieatly  augmented. 
Their  influence  on  the  character  of  the  sailors  who 
boarded  at  them  had  been  such  as  to  cause  a re- 
formation in  their  morals;  their  wages  instead  ol 
being  thrown  away,  were  either  deposited  at  in- 
terest or  sent  home  to  friends.  At  the  boarding 
house  for  colored  seamen,  newly  established,  there 
had  beeen  more  than  400  during  the  last  fourteen 
months.  The  operations  of  the  society  on  the  wes- 
tern lakes  and  rivers  had  exerted  a happy  influ- 
ence. 

The  various  auxiliary  societies  had  besides  sus- 
taining their  operations  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
society  $700  during  the  past  year.  These  societies 


had  in  their  operations  expended  $40,000.  The  ex- 
penditure of  the  Ameiican  society  during  the  past 
year  had  been  28,692  55,  and  it  is  at  present  consi- 
derably in  arrears. 

The  audience  then  li«tenpd  to  inlerestingaddresses 
from  Mr.  Spaulding,  the  rev.  Mi.  Scott,  chaplain  at 
Stockholm  in  Sweden,  Mr.  Dana,  of  Boston,  Mr. 
Stillman,  and  Mr.  Bingham,  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

[Jour,  of  Com. 

The  Foreign  Evangelical  society.  The 
Mercer  street  church  was  filled  with  an  intelligent 
and  attentive  audience  last  evening  on  the  occasion 
of  the  anniversary  of  tbis  society.  After  the  reli- 
gious introductory  exercises,  the  president,  honora- 
ble Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  made  some  opening 
remarks  relative  to  the  position  and  importance  ot 
America,  in  carrying  forward  the  great  object  ol 
this  society,  and  as  having  connected  with  it  cir- 
cumstances calculated  to  furnish  to  the  Christian 
and  the  patriot  grounds  of  the  strongest  hope.  Mr. 
Chester  then  read  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  receipts  of  the  past  yea,r 
from  the  several  churches  of  this  city,  from  other 
cities  and  sections  of  our  country,  and  Irom  various 
benevolent  societies,  amounted  lo  above  $14,090 
while  the  disbursements  for  the  various  purposes 
and  operations  connected  with  the  object  of  the  so- 
ciety amounted  to  about  $9,000.  Rev.  E.  N.  Kirk 
read  extracts  from  the  extensive  and  interesting  re- 
port of  the  executive  committee,  giving  an  account 
of  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  t he 
various  missionary  stations  connected  with  tiie  so- 
ciety, in  Europe  and  in  Canada.  Prof.  Goodrich, 
of  Yale  college,  moved  to  print  the  report,  and  ac- 
companied the  motion  with  remarks  upon  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  American  churches.  Mr. 
Kirk  offered  several  resolutions  setting  forth  the 
principles  of  the  society  and  the  objects  which  it 
proposes  to  accomplish.  Rev.  Mr.  Cheever,  rev. 
Robert  Baird  and  rev.  Mr.  Scott  liorn  Stockholm, 
gave  most  interesting  accounts  of  their  eliorts  ami 
success  in  disseminating  evangelical  truth,  and  ex- 
citing a more  deep-toned  piety  in  the  several  coun- 
tries of  the  old  world.  The  meeting  was  closed  by 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Kirk.  [Tribune. 

New  York  and  American  Sunday  school 
union.  Under  the  direction  of  this  association, 
the  children  of  the  Sabbath  schools  throughout  the 
ciiy  formed  a procession  and  marched  through  the 
principal  streets  to  Castle  Garden.  The  celebra- 
tion of  the  society  was  held  at  the  Tabernacle  in 
Ihe  evening,  the  exercises  commenced  with  a prayer 
by  the  rev.  Dr.  Macauley,  rev.  Dr.  Ferris  being  in 
tiie  chair.  An  abstract  of  the  annual  report  was 
read  by  the  corresponding  secretary.  The  number 
of  Sunday  schools  in  the  city  reported  to  the  society 
was  stated  to  be  81;  there  were  12  not  re|  orted.  In 
these  theie  are  17,032  scholars,  6,889  ol  which  are 
in  the  classes  reading  the  scriptures.  There  are  en- 
gaged in  these  schools  1,249  male  and  1,316  female 
teachers,  of  these  2,131  are  prolessors  of  religion. 
B sides  pamphlets,  &c.  to  the  value  of  some  $300 
these  various  schools  have  libraries  containg  Billies, 
Hymn  books,  Question  books,  &c.  to  the  amount  of 
about  12,000  volumes.  In  the  penitentiary  school, 
about  800  persons  have  received  instruction  during 
the  year.  The  influence  of  this  school  is  said  to  have 
been  very  sensibly  beneficial. 

Alter  the  report  was  read,  an  address  was  deliver- 
ed by  rev.  Dr.  Hutton  of  this  city.  He  spoke  par 
ticularly  of  the  influence  of  Sunday  schools  upon 
society.  He  spoke  of  it,  at  some  length,  as  being, 
as  a means  of  doing  good,  at  once  the  humblest  and 
most  powerful,  tiie  most  limited  and  yet  the  most 
far  reaching,  tiie  least  costly  and  yet  the  most  valu- 
able, the  most  direct  and  all  embracing  inculcaling 
patriotism,  obedience  to  law  and  all  social  as  well 
as  religious  duties,  as  tiie  most  trying  and  yet  tiie 
most  pleasant,  the  most  unpromising  and  yet  the 
most  hopeful  among  all  tiie  agencies  employed  in 
disseminating  religious  and  moral  truth.  Eloquent 
addresses  were  also  delivered  by  prof.  A.  C Kend- 
rick of  Hamilton  college,  rev.  Joel  Parder,  D.  D. 
president  of  the  Union  Theological  seminary  in  this 
city,  and  rev.  Mr.  Tousely  from  the  western  part 
of  this  state.  The  attendance  was  large  and  a ge- 
neral interest  was  manifested  in  the  exercises  and 
in  the  cause  of  Sabbath  school  instruction. 

[Tribune. 

American  home  missionary  society.  The 
report  of  the  executive  committee  of  tiie  American 
home  missionary  society,  read  at  its  anniversary 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  represents  that  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety  misssonaries,  ten  more  than  last 
year,  had  been  this  year  in  commission,  in  862  con- 
gregations and  missionary  districts,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  21  different  states  and  territories,  in  Canada 
and  in  Texas. 


The  receipts  of  the  year  were  $85,413;  being  an 
increase  of  $7,068  upon  those  of  the  year  preced- 
ing. Older  congregations  in  tiie  east  had  ceased  to 
need  aid,  and  new  ones  in  tiie  west  had  taken  their 
places. 

In  80  of  the  churches  there  had  been  interesting 
revivals  of  religion,  and  3,285  had  been  reported 
from  all  tiie  churches  as  hopeful  subjects  of  renewing 
grace. 

Between  50  and  60,000  Sabbatl)  schools  and  Bible 
class  pupils  were  connected  witli  the  congiegations, 
and  between  60  and  70,000  subscribers  to  tempe- 
rance pledges. 

The  society  had  already  pledged  to  the  missiona- 
ries for  tiie  coming  year,  $34,683;  and  it  needed 
$50,000  more  another  year,  tnan  it  had  received  the 
last,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  most  pressing  necessi- 
ties of  our  infant  settlements. 

American  Tract  society.  Tiie  sixleenth  an- 
niversary of  the  American  Tract  society  was  held  in 
New  York  on  Wednesday.  The  annual  report 
showed  the  extent  of  the  operations  of  tiie  society 
for  the  past  year.  Seven  volumes  have  been  ste- 
reotyped during  tiie  year.  Tiie  number  of  new 
volumes  and  tracts  issued  is  26;  total  publications 
I 994,  including  95  volumes,  approved  lor  circulation 
in  various  languages  abroad.  Total  printed  (lie  past 
year,  4,436,710  publications,  or  95,958,500  pages, 
including  254,711)  volumes;  total  circulated  4,124,372 
publications,  or  80,581,565  pages,  including  153,340 
volumes  Total  circulation  since  tiie  (urination 
of  the  society,  59,333,771  publications,  including 
1,598.150  volumes,  making  in  all  1,122,252,841 
pages. 

New  York  colonization  society  had  its  3lh 
anniversary  on  Wednesday.  Tiie  treasurer  read  liis 
report  for  the  past  year.  Tiie  subscriptions  received 
amounted  to  $10,266,  which  was  expended  in  vari- 
ous outlays  for  goods  sent  to  the  colony  at  Liberia, 
and  o her  necessary  expenses.  The  report  oi  Ihe 
board  of  manageis  contained  many  encouraging 
facts  in  relation  to  the  progress  of  the  colony  in  A Inca 
and  the  colonization  cause  in  geneial.  A resolution 
was  passed  that  tiie  clergymen  and  churches  ol  eveiy 
denomination  in  our  country  be  solicited  to  take  up 
a collection  on  the  4th  July,  being  the  anniversary 
of  our  independence,  in  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the 
colonization  society. 

American  anti-slavery  society.  The  old 
organization  of  the  abolitionists  held  its  anniversary 
at  tjie  Broadway  Tabernacle  on  Tuesday  morning, 
Mr.  Lindslev  Coates,  president  of  the  society  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Gibbons  presented  an  abstract  of  the 
annual  report,  stating  the  inauspicious  circum- 
stances under  which  the  society  assembles.  The 
collisions  in  its  ranks,  t lie  alienation  of  the  Emanci- 
pator, and  the  transl'errence  of  the  hordes,  plates  and 
apparatus  of  the  society,  amounting  to  $10,000, 
were  spoken  of  as  the  prominent  causes  of  discou- 
ragement. The  society  has  not,  however,  yielded 
to  dejection.  A new  press,  the  “Anti. Slavery 
Standard,”  has  been  started;  ari  agent  is  laboring 
abroad  lo  seeme  the  co-operation  ol  European  aboli- 
tionists; and  the  conventions  which  have  recently 
been  held  in  western  New  York,  are  alluded  to  as 
cheering  indications  of  prosperity.  The  exclusion 
of  their  delegates  from  tiie  World’s  convention  is 
mentioned,  and  the  report  stated  that  “an  impres- 
sion unfavorable  to  tiie  society  had  been  produced 
in  England,  chiefly  through  (lie  eliorts  of  James  G. 
Birney.”  Political  action  was  deprecated.  Tiie 
treasurer’s  report,  read  by  Mr.  O Johnson,  stated 
tiie  receipts  of  the  year  at  $6,821  40,  and  tiie  dis- 
bursements at  $6,671  96;  leaving  in  the  treasury  a 
balance  of  $149  44. 

A resolution  was  then  offered  and  an  address 
made  by  Win.  Lloyd  Garrison  of  Boston.  He  la- 
mented Ihe  poverty  of  the  English  language  lo  ex- 
press the  emotions  excited  by  the  horrors  of  slave- 
ry;  declared  that  tiie  American  people  were  liars, 
and  filled  with  a most  unrighteous  and  hateful  pre- 
judice against  the  colored  portion  of  our  population; 
and  avowed  himself  proud  of  the  dctestaiion  in 
which  he  knew  he  was  held  from  one  end  of  the 
land  to  the  other.  He  closed  after  reading  extracts 
from  the  writings  or  several  foreign  abolitionists. — 
The  convention  was  further  addressed  by  Alvin 
Stewart,  of  Utica,  Nathaniel  R.  Rogers,  esq  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Charles  C.  Burletgh,  of  Phila- 
delphia, when  it  adjourned  until  afternoon.  On 
coming  togeiher  again,  some  amendments  were 
made  to  the  report,  and  a spirited  discussion  arose 
upon  an  expression  in  it  in  which  the  Emancipator 
was  said  to  hare  been  “transferred  to  hostile  hands,” 
in  which  Messrs.  Fuller,  Garrison,  Burleigh,  Dies- 
ser,  Rogers.  Benson  and  Miss  Abbv  Kelly  took  a 
prominent  part.  The  expression  was  finally  chang- 
ed so  as  to  read  “hostile  to  an  organization.”  Tiie 
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course  of  the  “World’s  convention”  in  excluding 
from  its  deliberations  some  who  presented  them- 
selves as  delegates,  was  also  the  subject  of  conside- 
rable remark.  t Tribune. 

American  and  foreign  anti-slavery  socie- 
ty. The  first  anniversaiy  of  this  society  was  held 
last  evening,  at  the  church  corner  of  Houston  and 
Thompson^  streets,  at  which  Mr  Arthur  Tappan 
presided.  It  appears  that  this  society  is  composed 
of  seceders  from  the  old  anti-slavery  society,  in 
which  there  was  a good  deal  of  difficulty  last  year, 
and  so  great  a difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mea- 
sures to  be  adopted,  and  the  rules  for  their  govern- 
ment, that  a separation  took  place,  and  Ihis  society 
took  the  name  of  the  American  and  Foreign  anti- 
slavery society,  and  carries  on  its  operations  entire- 
ly distinct  from  the  old  society.  The  assembly, 
composed  of  blacks  and  whites  promiscuously,  was 
not  very  large.  After  a prayer,  an  abstract  of  the 
annual  report  was  read  bj  the  secretary,  the  rev. 
Joshua  Leavitt.  It  did  not  contain  many  statistics, 
but  was  rattier  a general  view  of  the  progress  of  the 
anti-slav  ery  cause  all  over  the  world.  The  execu- 
tive committee  have  published  a journal  called  the 
American  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Reporter, 
which  has  been  widely  circulated.  Some  account 
was  given  of  the  great  anti-slavery  convention  in 
London  last  summer,  and  the  doings  of  the  delegates 
from  this  society.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  anothei 
similar  convention  ill  London  next  year.  The  ex- 
ecutive committee  have  been  compelled  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  their  two  secretaries,  Messrs. 
Buney  and  Stanton,  for  want  of  funds  for  their  sup- 
port. The  past  year  has  been  one  of  comparative 
inaction  in  the  anti  slavery  cause;  still  the  commit- 
tee are  assured  that  its  onward  progress  was  not  re- 
tarded. Many  more  churches  had  resolved  not  to 
receive  slave-holders  to  their  communion. 

The  Arnistad  case  was  referred  to,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  late  administration  in  relation  to  the  at- 
tempt to  deliver  up  the  negroes  to  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities severely  animadverted  on.  The  opinions 
of  various  southern  politicians,  and  their  speeches  in 
congress  and  elsewhere  were  cited  to  prove  that  the 
subject  of  emancipation  was  beginning  to  be  thought 
of  seriously  at  the  south. 

The  first  speaker  was  the  rev.  Mr.  Brisbane,  of 
Cincinnati,  formerly  of  Charleston,  where  he  was  a 
slaveholder,  but  who  freed  his  slaves  some  years 
since,  and  has  been  since  an  active  abolitionist. — 
His  remarks  were  generally  on  the  hacknied  topic 
of  treatment  of  slaves  at  the  south,  and  the  barbari- 
ties of  the  system,  and  presented  nothing  new.  He 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Utica,  on  the  subject 
of  political  abolitionism.  Mr.  S.  insisted  on  the 
obligation  every  one,  particularly  the  friends  of 
emancipation,  were  under  to  express  their  opinions 
by  their  votes,  and  maintained  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  abolitionists  to  maintain  a distinct  political  orga- 
nization. Mr.  Sturges,  of  England,  then  made  a 
few  remarks  on  the  progress  of  the  cause  in  Eng- 
land, and  various  pans  of  the  British  empire.  Ano- 
ther gentleman,  whose  name  we  did  not  learn,  said 
a few  words,  and  then  the  meeting  dissolved. 

[ Express . 

The  liberated  Africans.  A meeting  was 
held  at  the  Tabernacle  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  at 
which  the  Africans  of  the  Arnistad  schooner  were 
present,  and  in  which  they  took  the  most  prominent 
part.  The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  election 
of  lion.  James  G.  Birney,  chairman,  and  the  exer- 
cises were  opened  with  prayer  by  rev.  Mr.  Rush, 
colored  minister  in  Zion’s  church  in  this  city.  Mr. 
Lewis  Tappan  then  made  some  remarks  apologising 
for  the  absense  of  lion.  John  Quincy  Adams,  by 
saying  that  he  was  engaged  in  wiiting  out  his  argu- 
ment in  this  case.  He  went  on  to  exculpate  the 
abolitionists  from  a charge  preferred  against  them 
by  rev.  R..J.  Breckenridge,  in  the  Baltimore  Reli- 
gious and  Literary  Magazine,  of  having  made  use 
of  the  circumstances  attending  the  Arnistad  case  to 
farther  their  own  designs.  This  he  denied,  and 
proceeded  to  state  the  objects  of  the  meeting  as  be- 
ing— 1.  To  show  the  improvement  these  Africans 
have  made  since  they  have  been  in  this  country;  2. 
To  excite  an  interest  in  the  mission  to  the  interior 
of  Africa,  which  will  probably  grow  out  of  this  case; 
and  3.  To  raise  money  lor  their  support.  He  stat- 
ed that  they  would  probably  return  to  their  own 
country,  which  is  about  500  miles  from  the  African 
coast,  within  a year.  A letter  was  read  from  a gen- 
tleman in  Montreal,  stating  that  the  cabin  boy  An- 
tonio, whose  return  to  Cuba  was  ordered  by  the 
court,  was  safe  in  that  city. 

Of  the  53  Africans  who  were  shipped  at  Havana, 
9 died  on  the  way,  and  S died  at  New  Haven;  Slid 
of  the  36  suivivors,  15  were  present,  including -Cin- 
quez.  Mr.  Booth,  who  has  been  their  teachter  at 
New  Haven,  gave  a brief  account  of  his.  efforts  and 


success  in  instructing  them  to  read,  and  related 
many  very  interesting  incidents  and  marks  of  their 
character  which  he  had  observed  during  his  inter- 
course with  them.  He  also  presented  some  state- 
ments with  regard  to  their  native  country,  in  which 
some  twenty  days’  labor  will  procure  subsistence 
for  the  year.  The  people  live  in  small  villages,  have 
laws,  and  are  exceedingly  hospitable  and  scrupu- 
lously honest.  Whenever  a father  has  a son  old 
enough  to  work,  he  himself  works  no  longer — the 
children  always  living  with  their  parents.  The  ne- 
groes read  portions  of  the  Bible  in  succession,  and 
one  of  the  lads,  about  18  years  old,  made  an  address 
in  English,  giving  the  history  of  their  captivity,  &c. 
and  containing  many  piquant  though  of  course 
homely  remarks  on  American  character  and  man- 
ners. Cinquez  made  an  address  in  his  native  lan- 
guage— de.ivering  it  in  a remarkably  energetic 
style,  abounding  in  violent  gesticulation,  and  occa- 
sionally appealing  to  the  others  for  confirmation  of 
what  he  was  saying,  who  always  responded  by  a 
slight  utterance.  They  sang  several  songs  in  their 
native  language,  and  appeared  highly  pleased  with 
the  interest  they  excited.  [Log  Cabin. 

LAW  CASES. 

No  slavery  in  Ohio.  An  interesting  and  impor- 
tant decision  has  just  been  made  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Ohio,  sitting  at  Lebanon,  in  the  case  of  A. 
T.  Brooks  and  otiiers,  vs.  the  stale,  being  a writ  of 
error  to  the  court  of  common  please  of  Warren  coun- 
ty. Chief  justice  Lane  and  judge  Hitchcock  on  the 
bench,  the  cliiel  juslice  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  deciding  that  if  the  owner  of  a slave  voluntari- 
ly bring  him  into  this  state,  or  permit  him  to  come, 
allhough  it  should  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  visit- 
ing or  travelling  through  from  one  state  to  another, 
the  slave  in  such  case,  becomes  a free  man  the  mo- 
ment he  touches  the  soil  of  Ohio;  and  consequently 
that  if,  under  such  circumstances,  the  former  owner, 
or  any  person,  should  attempt  to  detain  in  bondage, 
or  carry  away  the  slave  thus  emancipated,  against 
the  will  of  the  latter,  such  pretended  owner  or  other 
person  would  thereby  become  himself  a violator  of 
the  laws,  and  might  lawfully  be  resisted  and  pre- 
vented in  bis  purpose  in  like  manner  as  any  other 
person  who  should  be  found  attempting  the  com- 
mission of  a crime. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  decision  in  no  degree 
interferes  with  the  provision  in  sec.  27  article  4,  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  “no  per- 
son held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  t lie 
laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
chargd  from  such  service  or  labor;  but  shall  be  de- 
livered up  oil  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  ser- 
vice or  labor  may  be  due.” 

Mrs.  Gaines’  suit — Court  bouse  scene.  The  fol- 
lowing scene  occurred  the  other  day  in  New  Or- 
leans in  the  suite  of  Mrs.  gen.  Gaines  before  judge 
Buchanan.  The  Picayune  says — Here  an  informal 
discussion  Was  entered  into,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Peyton  piessing  his  right  to  read  the  evidence  which 
tie  held  in  his  hand,  and  wiien  ttiis  was  denied  him, 
of  giving  the  substance  of  that  evidence  orrally,  in- 
stead ol — as  he  was  called  on  to  do  by  the  judge — 
slating  what  it  was  that  evidence  would  go  to  es- 
tablish, if  it  were  ruled  by  the  court  that  it  should 
go  to  the  jury.  It  ended  by  the  court  calling  per- 
emptorily on  the  counsel  to  desist  and  follow  no 
further  the  course  he  had  been  pursuing,  otherwise 
he  would  hold  him  amenable  for  a contempt  of  court 
and  a violation  of  all  the  rules  of  practice. 

Mr.  Peyton  said  he  might  have  been  guilty  of  an 
error,  but  before  no  other  tribunal  would  that  be 
construed  into  a contempt  of  court.  If,  however, 
the  right  of  offering  evidence  were  denied  him — if  a 
bit  and  bridle  were  to  be  placed  on  his  mouth — he 
would  at  once  withdraw  from  (tie  defence  of  the 
case;  and  hereupon  the  learned  gentleman  took  up 
his  hat,  bid  good-day  to  his  fair  client  and  the  jury, 
and  left  the  court. 

Here  general  Gaines  and  Mrs.  Gaines  suddenly 
started  from  their  seats. 

Gen.  G. — “May  it  please  the  court,  the  lady  will 
take  charge  of  the  case  herself,  she  is  prepaied  to 
do  it.” 

Mrs.  G.  — (taking  the  book  in  her  hand  which  Mr. 
Peyton  had  been  prevented  Irom  reading) — “Yes,  I 
will  proceed  with  the  case.” 

Tile  judge — “Do  you  intend  to  offer  the  testi- 
mony in  that  hook  as  evidence'” 

Mrs.  G. — “Yes;  part  of  it.” 

The  judge — “Well,  ttien,  I cannot  permit  you  to 
proceed.” 

Mrs.  G. — “Then  I thank  my  God!  I can  go  be- 
fore the  judges  of  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
where  I will  be  heard,  and  where  justice  will  be 
done  me;  which  I cannot  expect  here,  where  I see 
such  partiality.” 


The  judge — ‘General  Gaines,  this  is  language 
which  I shall  not  suffer.  Decorum  must  be  pre- 
served in  this  court;  there  are  no  privileged  classes 
here.” 

Gen.  G. — “It  is  not  ray  intention  to  be  indecorous 
to  the  court.  I know  my  rights  and  will  maintain 
them  in  despite  of  iny  enemies,  and  despite  of  New 
Orleans  and  its  sixteen  banks.” 

The  judge — “Order  must  be  preserved  in  this 
court.” 

General  Gaines — “Has  not  your  honor  acted  as 
counsel  for  the  opposite  parties  in  this  case  before 
you  were  raised  to  a seat  on  lhat  bench.” 

Mrs.  G. — “Yes,  he  has!  and  he  is  now'  sitting  in 
judgment  against  us.” 

The  judge — Mrs.  Gaines,  I again  repeat  that  I 
will  not  sit  here  and  suffer  such  language  as  this  to 
be  made  use  of,  even  by  a woman.” 

During  this  singular  discussion  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  court  was  sent  for  Messrs.  Grimes  and  Ctiinn, 
the  associates  of  Mr.  Peyton  for  the  defence,  to  take 
charge  of  (tie  case,  but  neither  of  them  was  forth- 
coming, and  Mr.  Smith  again  addressed  the  court, 
urging  the  tight  of  the  defendants  to  a liberal  con- 
struction of  the  law  of  evidence. 

General  Gaines  again  rose  and  alluded  to  the  con- 
troversy which  closed  previous  to  Mr.  Smith’s  ad- 
dressing the  court. 

The  judge — “I  have  said  nothing,  gen.  Gaines, 
against  the  lady.  I am  sure  I acted  with  great  For- 
bearance. 1 did  not  prevent  the  argument  of  any 
question  of  law,  but  I interposed  to  prevent  a scene 
of  wrangling  which,  if  permitted  to  go  on,  was  cal- 
culated to  bring  the  court  into  contempt,  and  weaken 
that  authority  which  it  is  bound  to  exercise  for  the 
preservation  of  order.” 

Gen.  Gaines — “I  have  something  to  say  for  which 
I hold  myself  responsible  to  this  court  and,  to  the 
world.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  (Mr.  Rose- 
lius),  said  yesterday  that  my  remarks  relative  to  one 
of  the  parties  to  this  suit  were  impertinent.  This  I 
never  suffered  any  person  to  tell  ine  before,  but 
coming  from  that  gentleman,  I let  the  language  pass 
from  iny  ear  to  the  idle  wind.  Since  my  wife  has 
been  alluded  to.  1 insist  upon  her  right  to  be  heard.” 

The  judge — “I  do  not  deny  her  right  to  address 
the  court,  but  is  the  evidence  closed?” 

Mr.  Barton,  for  the  plaintiffs,  argued  lhat  from  the 
nature  of  the  pleadings  put  in  by  the  defendants  the 
evidence  was  necessarily  closed. 

The  judge  then  gave  his  decision  on  the  points 
of  law  at  issue  between  the  parties.  He  first  ruled 
that  the  evidence  offered  was  inadmissible,  except 
in  as  far  as  the  representatives  of  Ellen  O’Bi ierl 
was  concerned  in  whose  suit  it  was  originally  taken; 
that  the  authority  of  the  plaintiffs  to  sue  as  the  heirs 
of  Daniel  Clark  should  have  been  denied  by  a 
special  plea,  and  that  a subsequent  will  to  that  under 
which  the  plaintiffs  sue  must  be  specially  pleaded 
and  proof  of  its  being  probated  given  before  it  can 
be  entertained  by  the  court  or  offered  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Barton,  for  the  plaintiffs,  addressed  some  re- 
marks to  the  court,  to  show  ttiat  from  the  position 
in  which  the  case  stood,  the  defendants  could  offer 
no  evidence,  nor  had  they  any  which  could  be  re- 
ceived by  the  court. 

Gen.  Gains  then  said,  as  the  evidence  was  closed 
on  him,  and  as  he  was  deserted  by  his  counsel,  he 
would  take  the  cause  into  his  own  hands.  If  he  ap- 
peared in  the  uniform  of  a United  States  officer,  it 
was  more  a mark  of  respect  to  the  court,  than  as 
a badge  of  privilege. 

[Here  the  judge  explained  what  he  meant  by 
“privileged  characters.”] 

Tiie  fact  of  his  wife  being  in  court,  he  said,  was 
no  subject  for  a sneer.  She  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  issue  of  this  case,  and  he  thought  that  she,  or 
any  well  educated  lady,  or  indeed  any  woman  of  an 
intelligent  mind,  was  capaple  of  forming  a correct 
opinion  of  its  merits  as  one  of  the  other  sex,  and 
that  she  could  as  well  understand  it.  as  she  could 
the  proper  furbelows  and  flounces  of  her  gown. 

With  the  permission  of  the  court,  Mrs.  Gaines 
then  rose  and  read  lo  the  court  and  jury  several 
pages  of  manuscript,  being  an  elaborate  history  of 
her  own  alleged  wrongs,  and  of  the  artifices  and  de- 
vices of  Richard  Relf,  Beverly  Chew  and  others,  to 
keep  her  from  possessing  or  enjoying  the  property 
of  the  tale  Daniel  Clarke,  bequeathed  to  her  by  him, 
whose  ligiliinate  daughter  she  was,  and  not  his  na- 
tural child  as  they  have  alleged. 

It  being  now  lour  o’clock,  the  judge  discharged 
The  jury  until  Monday  week — ttie  first  day  on  which 
a jury  sits  in  that  court. 

INVENTIONS,  &c. 

London,  Jlpril  3,  1841.  Captain  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  has  just  had  awarded  to  him  the  sum  of 
£8,600  sterling,  by  the  Germanic  diet,  for  his  dis- 
toveries  in  electro- magnetism,  whereby  he  propo- 
ses to  supersede  steam  on  rail  roads,  and  tor  pro- 
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elling  machinery.  This  gentleman,  some  months 
ack,  exhibited  a very  beautiful  model  ot  his  elec- 
tro-magnetic engine,  at  the  Colosseum  here,  which 
drew  forth  the  approbation  and  astonishment  of 
men  of  the  highest  practical  knowledge  and  scien- 
tific attainments.  On  that  occasion  the  engine  was 
devoted  to  turning  a lathe,  and  most  admirably  did 
it  perform  its  functions.  The  inventor  has  now- 
constructed  a machine  of  considerable  power,  which 
he  expects  to  be  enabled  to  get  ready  for  service 
within  the  present  year. 

So  sanguine  is  the  captain,  that  he  emphatically 
declares  he  does  not  intend  to  return  to  America 
until  he  can  go  back  by  lightning!  But  this  13  riot 
the  only  wonder  which  captain  Taylor  has  been 
exhibiting  to  the  astounded  gaze  of  the  natives  of 
Cockneyshire,  for  he  has  a patent  for  steaming 
wood  and  then,  when  in  a soft  state,  slicing  it  like 
soap,  and  forming  the  same  foithwith  into  shingles, 
staves,  garden  paling,  &.<:.  &c.  He  has  fitted  up 
some  extensive  premises  for  this  purpose,  and  also 
for  making  casks  by  machinery,  and  to  such  per- 
fection has  he  brought  the  latter,  that  his  lady  visi- 
ters can  manufacture  a cask  in  less  than  five  mi 
notes,  without  soiling  their  gloves.  At  the  present 
moment  the  worthy  captain  is  all  the  rage  in  town, 
and  he  is  also,  as  might  be  imagined,  playing  the 
very  deuce  among  the  coopers  in  England. 

Mr.  Wells,  an  American  gentleman,  who  is  the 
patentee  of  the  lelted  cloth,  has  formed  a company 
in  London,  who  have  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  this  very  peculiar  fabric.  The  works  are  at 
Leeds,  and  great  success  has  attended  the  experi- 
ments. Orders  have  been  given  to  the  company 
which  will  take  two  years  to  execute.  I have  vis- 
ited the  depot  in  town,  and  been  highly  gratified 
with  some  very  splendid  specimens  of  this  admira- 
ble discovery.  The  cloth  you  are  aware,  is  made 
without  either  spinning  or  weaving. 

Several  Mormonites,  fioin  your  far  west,  are 
zealously  laboring  in  the  provinces  here  lor  the 
impose  of  making  proselytes  to  their  strange  faith, 
n some  parts  they  have  been  successful,  and  seve- 
ral simpletons  have  been  induced  to  dispose  of  their 
property  here  and  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  to 
join  the  general  body.  In  some  towns  the  mission- 
aries have  been  very  roughly  handled. 

Congreve  rockets.  The  report  just  received 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chinese  forts  and  shipping, 
mentions  the  projection  of  Congreve  rockets,  as  a 
part  ot  our  means  of  defence  which  was  called  into 
operation.  These  auxiliaries  to  our  artillery  were 
supplied,  no  doubt,  from  the  stores  of  the  East  In- 
dia company,  who  keep  a large  stock  at  all  times  in 
India.  Among  the  many  causes  for  edification  and 
astonishment  which  the  “emperor  of  the  sun  and 
moon,”  with  his  strange  people,  will  have  had,  as 
the  consequences  of  this  collision  with  our  forces, 
will  be  the  circumstance  of  the  superiority  of  our 
fireworks.  It  is  a fact,  we  believe,  that  the  Chinese 
are  the  real  inventors  of  the  rocket  as  an  artificial 
firework,  and  even  as  an  instrument  of  war:  its  ca- 
pability, however,  for  this  second  object,  in  their 
hands,  being  confined — so  trifling  is  its  projectile 
force — to  a simple  means  ot  annoyance,  instead  of 
destruction,  for  confusing  the  ranks  of  cavalry.  It 
is  to  the  late  sir  William  Congreve,  after  many 
years  of  practical  experiment,  that  this  weapon 
owes  its  present  character  for  destructiveness  and 
precision  of  flight.  To  him  belonged  the  merit  of 
manufacturing  rockets  of  almost  unlimited  w eights; 
of  bringing  up  the  range,  for  instance,  of  the  33 
pounder  to  3,000  yards,  and  of  gradually  increasing 
the  power  of  even  the  12  pounder  to  the  penetra- 
tion, at  1,200  yards  distance,  of  a solid  bank  of  earth 
to  the  depth  of  20  feet.  We  must  add,  also,  as  the 
inventions  of  the  late  sir  W.  Congreve,  the  substi- 
tution of  strong  iron  for  paper  cases,  and  the  fixing 
of  the  stick  by  a screw’  in  the  axis  of  the  rocket,  in- 
stead of  by  binding  on  the  side,  so  as  to  give  it  the 
straightness  of  the  arrow.  Great,  we  repeat,  must 
have  been  the  consternation  of  the  celestial  nation 
at  such  a visitation  of  their  native  and  familiar  play- 
thing, with  its  appalling  roar,  and,  to  them,  new  and 
gigantic  dimensions  and  powers  of  destruction:  in 
the  case  of  the  Congreve  rocket,  it  was  thought  at 
one  period  just  to  give  the  inventor  a pension  of 
£ 1,2(10  per  annum,  which  he  enjoyed  for  very 
many  years,  and  now  to  continue  to  tile  widow  £300 
of  that  pension.  Yet  it  is  notorious  in  the  ordinance 
department  at  Woolwich,  that  the  commonest  care 
has  never  been  observed  to  preserve  a secret  thus 
handsomely  paid  for,  which  would  have  been  a 
much  easier  task  than  in  many  other  cases,  as  a 
mere  specification  in  writing  will  not  adequately 
teach  the  art  without  the  aid  of  practised  workmen, 
and  many  of  these  have  been  turned  adrift  as  readily 
as  common  laborers.  There  are  two  individuals 
who,  from  the  first,  as  directors  and  masters  of  the 
only  war  rocket  works  in  England,  must  be  the  de- 


positories of  all  the  essential  particulars  for  the  ma- 
nufacture of  these  articles.  The  deposite  of  such 
particulars,  with  drawings  of  the  machinery  and 
tools,  in  custody  of  the  master  general  and  hoard 
of  ordnance,  would  seem  to  be  a measure  of  pru- 
dence and  could  hardly  be  overlooked.  We  doubt 
very  much,  however,  if  even  this  precaution  has 
been  taken.  With  all  due  deference,  let  our  rulers 
look  lo  it,  says  the  London  Times. 

Culture  or  wheat.  There  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  export  from  Lake  Erie  ot  this  great 
western  staple  will  not  fall  below  ten  millions  of 
bushels  during  the  present  season.  Any  improve- 
ment in  the  production  of  an  article  of  such  im- 
mense imporlantance  to  the  commerce  of  Buffalo, 
and  to  all  classes  who  desire  an  abundance  of  good 
cheap  bread,  cannot  lail  to  interest  our  readers. — 
Hence  no  apology  is  necessary  for  devoting  conside- 
rable space  in  our  columns  to  detailing  the  practical 
results  of  careful  experiments  made  in  Great  Britain 
wilh  a view  to  cheapen  the  expense  of  culture,  and 
augment  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  wheat 
grown  to  an  acre  in  the  highest  degree. 

Colonel  Le  Couleur,  of  the  island  ol  Jersey,  has 
recently  made  some  important  discoveries  in  the 
propagation  of  wheat  plants,  their  adoption  to  pe- 
culiar soils  both  natural  and  artificial,  and,  in  the 
whole  process,  of  obtaining  the  greatest  amount  of 
the  best  flour  at  the  lea-t  expense  of  land  and  labor. 
From  some  strange  oversight,  his  valuable  work  upon 
“wheat,”  and  his  “essay  on  pure  and  improved  va- 
rieties of  what  lately  introduced  into  England,” 
which  received  a prize  of  twenty  sovereigns,  have 
not  been  republished  in  this  country.  And  we  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  Le  Cras,  lately  a resident  of  the 
island  of  Jersey,  for  the  perusal  of  these  works,  and 
the  privilege  of  making  an  abstract  of  such  porlions 
as  we  deem  of  most  service  to  tlw  wheat  growers  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Le  Couleur  has  succeeded  in  producing,  by 
crossing  the  different  kinds  of  wheat  formerly  culti- 
vated, over  150  vaiieties  and  sub-varieties  of  this 
grain.  He  commenced  his  experiments  some  six 
years  ago  by  selecting  a few  of  the  best  heads  of 
wheat  from  fourteen  of  the  most  esteemed  varieties 
cultivated  in  England.  The  kernels  in  these  heads 
were  all  carefully  counted  and  planted  in  separate 
parcels,  and  treated  alike  in  every  respect  as  to  soil 
and  culture.  The  result  demonstrated  as  astonish- 
ing difference  both  in  the  productiveness  and  quali- 
ty of  these  several  varieties  of  wheat.  Mo  kernels 
were  counted  except  such  as  grew,  and  the  experi- 
ment was  most  satisfactorily  conducted  in  every  re- 
spect. Sixty-one  grains  of  white  Dantzic  gave  3 lbs. 
3 oz.  ol  wheat,  and  3 lbs.  9 oz.  of  straw;  whereas 
59  grains  of  what  had  been  regarded  as  a choice  va- 
riety of  red  wheat  gave  only  1 lb.  10  oz.  of  wheat, 
and  2 lbs.  5 oz.  of  straw.  No.  S,  a downy  variety 
of  white  wheat,  gave  4 lbs.  4 oz  of  wheat,  and  3 
lbs.  3 oz.  of  straw,  and  55  grains.  The  experienced 
wheat  grower  in  this  country  would  be  rejoiced  to 
cultivate  a variety  of  wheat  which  would  yield  him 
a good  crop  of  straw  bearing  an  amount  of  grain 
one  third  larger  in  weight  than  the  straw  itself. — 
And  yet  this  was  obtained  at  the  first  experiment,  as 
slated  above. 

The  author  selected  five  or  six  of  the  best  varie- 
ties of  these  14  several  parcels,  and  cultivated  some 
of  them  at  great  pains  in  their  pure  stale,  while 
he  commenced  a judicious  system  ol  crossing  with 
others,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  new  varieties 
superior  to  any  of  them.  In  this  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. To  prevent  mistake  and  undesirable  mix- 
ing of  different  varieties  of  wheat  when  in  blossom, 
only  one  pistil  on  a head  was  preserved,  while  all 
the  pollen  was  carefully  removed.  This  pistd  was 
fructified  by  the  selected  pollen,  and  only  one  kernel 
was  produced,  which,  when  planted,  sometimes 
yieded  1,600  kernels  of  the  new  variety.  By  pur- 
suing this  course  for  a series  of  years,  and  cultivat- 
ing his  seed  wheat  by  itself,  and  propogating  from 
those  kinds  only  which  produced  the  most  and  best 
flour  with  the  least  bran,  colonel  Le  Couleur  now 
obtains  over  twenty  four  hundred  pounds  of  super- 
fine flour  to  the  acie,  and  his  wheat  is  so  very 
thin  skinned  that  52  bushels  grown  upon  an  acre 
give  only  542  pounds  of  bran,  middlings  and  shorts. 
A hundred  pounds  of  the  flour  of  his  improved 
wheat  will  make,  as  repeated  and  most  careful  ex- 
periments have  demonstrated,  from  6 to  12  per  cent. 
more  good  bread  than  the  same  quantity  of  the  best 
common  flour  in  the  market. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  five  millions  of  acres 
sown  to  wheat  annually  in  Great  Britain;  and  it  is 
considered  quite  practicable  to  increase  the  product 
without  any  additional  expense,  eight  bushels  an 
acre,  or  forty  millions  in  the  aggregate.  This  would 
more  than  supply  the  home  consumption,  and  enable 
'the  British  nation  to  export  many  millions  of  bushels 
of  wheat.  How  importaut  is  it  then  that  the  pro- 


ducers of  this  great  American  staple  should  fully 
understand  the  best  method  of  its  cultivation,  to 
compete  successfully  with  the  science  and  skill  of 
English  husbandry.  The  struggle  hereafter  between 
civilized  nations  in  agriculture,  manufactures  and 
war  even,  will  depend  far  less  upon  superiority  in 
mere  physical  force,  than  the  combinations  and  de- 
ductions of  practical  science.  The  steam  power  of 
Great  Britain  perforins  an  amonut  of  labor  which, 
if  executed  by  human  hands,  would  employ  all  the 
able  bodied  men  in  the  world.  The  vegetable,  mi- 
neral, and  srilorm  ingredients  which  combine  in 
nature  and  can  be  brought  into  contact  by  art,  for 
the  production  of  the  most  valuable  wheat,  ought 
to  be  studied  and  thoroughly  understood  by  everv 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  [ Buffalo  Com.  Advertiser. 

Splendid  eruption  of  a volcano.  We  are 
indebted  (says  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser)  loan 
officer  of  the  exploring  expedition  for  files  ol  the 
Polynesian,  a useful  little  paper  published  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  transfer  the  following  ex- 
tract from  a full  account  of  the  last  volcanic  erup- 
tion, which  was  briefly  referred  to  by  our  corres- 
pondent in  a late  lettei,  as  having  been  witnessed 
by  the  officeis  of  the  squadron: 

“Several  days  befoie  the  eruption,  smoke  was 
seen  by  the  natives  rising  from  the  direction  where 
the  lava  alterward  burst  out,  but  it  was  attributed 
to  brush  on  fire.  At  2 o’clock  on  Sunday,  the  last 
day  of  May,  a bright  light  was  seen  from  Hilo  to- 
ward the  south,  which  spread  with  great  rapidity, 
and  increased  to  such  an  intensity  that  it  w as  im- 
mediately attributed  to  a volcanic  eruption.  This 
the  reports  of  the  natives  soon  confirmed.  It  was 
judged  to  be  thiity  miles  distant,  and  at  night  such 
was  the  brilliancy  of  the  light  that  the  finest  print 
could  be  lead  at  that  distance.  This  noon  tide 
biightness,  converting  night  into  day,  continued  for 
two  weeks,  and  is  represented  by  eye-witnesses  to 

have  been  a spectacle  of  unsurpassed  sublimity. 

It  was  like  the  glow  of  a firmament  on  lire,  and  was 
seen  for  upward  of  a hundred  miles  at  sea.  It  also 
rose  and  spread  itself  above  the  lofty  mountain 
peaks,  so  as  to  be  distinctly  visible  on  the  leeward 
side  of  the  island,  where  the  wind  drove  the  smoke 
in  dense  and  massy  clouds. 

“The  lava  continued  flowing  toward  the  sea, 
which  it  reached  on  Thursday,  lour  days  from  its 
first  egress.  At  times  it  would  rush  forward  with 
a velocity  of  four  or  five  miles  per  hour,  but  for  a 
short  distance  only,  then  become  very  sluggish, 
and  move  heavily  and  slowly  on.  Its  general 
movement  was  in  immense  semi-circular  masses, 
owing  to  its  great  consistency.  These  would  roll 
on,  gradually  accumulating,  until  the  mass  had  be- 
come too  heavy  to  hold  itself  together,  while  the 
exterior  was  partially  cooled  and  solidified;  then 
bursting,  the  liquid  interior  flowing  out  would  join 

a new  stream,  and  ttius  aid  in  forming  another. 

By  these  accelerated  progressive  movements,  the 
wave-like  ridges  were  formed,  which  are  every 
where  observable  on  the  older  currents.  At  times, 
it  forced  its  way  under  the  circumjacent  soil,  pre- 
senting the  singular  appearance  of  earthly  rocks 

and  trees  in  motion  like  the  swell  of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  C.  was  standing  near  the  stream  and  W’atching 
its  progress,  when  the  land  beneath  him  tmgaii  to 
rise,  and  in  a few  minutes  he  was  ten  feet  above 
his  companions,  who  were  but  a short  distance  from 
him.  He  had  barely  time  to  leave  this  dangerous 
situation  when  the  earth  opened  and  lava  gushed 
out.  The  color  of  the  whole  slream  was  of  the 
deepest  crimson.  On  the  windward  side  its  heat 
was  not  so  powerlul  but  that  persons  could  ap- 
proach and  plunge  sticks  into  the  fiery  mass  and 
draw  forth  specimens.  So  great  was  its  viscidity, 
that  large  rocks  were  seen  floating  down  the  water 
like  cork  upon  the  water.  In  one  night  the  stream 
spread  Irom  a few  rods  to  half  a mile  in  width. 

“The  spectacle,  when  this  burning  mass  reached 
the  sea,  must  have  been  awful  and  sublime  in  the 
highest  degree.  The  conflict  between  the  two  an- 
tagonist powers,  fire  and  water,  was  on  a scale 
which  the  eye  of  man  but  seldom  witnesses.  The 
heavens  were  lit  up  in  one  intense  glare,  while 
streams  of  fire,  like  lightning,  glanced  about  in 
every  direction.  Ashes  and  sand  were  thrown  to  a 
great  height  in  the  air,  and  descended  lor  miles  dis- 
tant 111  showers  of  fiery  spray.  Volumes  of  smoke 
and  steam  rolled  heavily  up,  rendering  the  lurid 
glare  still  more  powerful,  while  the  heavy  detona- 
iions  and  loud  reports  of  exploding  gases  and  the 
roar  of  the  conflicting  elements  were  distinctly 
heard  twenty -five  miles  off,  like  discharges  of  artil- 
lery. 

“With  such  rapidity  and  to  such  a degree  was 
the  water  heated,  that  the  following  clay  (Juriedlh) 
the  fish  floated,  when  dead,  as  far  as  Keau,  fifteen 
miles  distant,  where  the  water  was  hot  to  the 
touch.” 
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The  Africans  of  the  Amistad.  The  meeting  with 
the  Amistad  Africans  last  evening,  at  Dr.  Wylies 
church,  was  very  well  attended  and  much  interest  was 
manifested  in  the  proceedings.  The  progress  of  the 
negroes  in  the  knowledge  of  the  English  language  and 
their  capability  of  reading  the  sacred  scriptures  was  a 
subject  of  much  commendation.  They  look  very  well 
and  were  attended  by  their  teacher  who  made  some 
interesting  statements  concerning  their  feelings  and 
habits.  The  rev.  Dr.  Tyng  was  expected  to  deliver 
an  address,  but  not  being  well  enough  to  attend,  his 
place  was  supplied  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Kirk,  who  made  a 
short  and  very  neat  address.  The  rev.  Dr.  Wylie  pre- 
sided over  the  meeting,  and  at  its  close,  a vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  to  "himself  and  the  officers  of  the 
church  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  it  was  placed 
at  the  service  of  the  committee  of  arrangements. 

[ U . Slates  Gaz. 

Army.  Gen.  Armistead  is  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  in  Florida,  and  col.  Worth,  of  the 
8th  regiment,  succeeds  him  in  the  command. 

An  army  medical  board  of  examiners,  composed  of 
surgeons  Mower,  Finley  and  McDougall,  is  now  in  ses- 
sion in  Philadelphia. 

Banks.  The  Frederick  County  bank  was  entered 
on  the  night  of  the  23d  inst.  by  nieans  of  false  keys 
and  robbed  of  $10,000  in  gold,  353,738  in  checks  and 
notes  of  other  banks,  $32,220  bonds  and  certificates  of 
state  stock,  and  $134,967  of  their  own  notes,  of  5,  10, 
20  and  50  dollar  denomination,  malTing  a total  of 
$185,976.  The  capital  of  the  hank  was  $175,000. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  reward  is  offered  for  the  recove- 
ry of  the  money  and  detection  ol  the  robbers. 

We  learn  from  the  Bangor  Democrat  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Frankfort  bank  has  been  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  swindling,  and  bound  over  for  trial.  The 
substance  of  the  charge  against  him  is  that  he  took 
the  funds  of  the  bank,  purchased  stocks  of  various 
persons  at  fifty  per  cent,  sold  it  at  par,  kept  the  profits, 
and  paid  the  bank  in  wild  land  at  $2  50  per  acre  that 
was  worthless. 

The  Union  bank  of  Mississippi  has  voted  to  discon- 
tinue business  and  wind  up  the  institution  as  speedily 
as  is  “consistent  with  the  present  condition  of  the 
country.’’ 

Tne  Bank  of  Louisiana  has  offered  a reward  of 
$3  000  for  the  apprehension  and  safe  delivery  of  Jules  L. 
Daunoy,  late  receiving  teller,  and  Charles  Zenon  Culs- 
son,  late  discount  clerk  of  the  bank,  who  absconded 
after  robbing  the  institution  of  a considerable  amount 
of  money.  We  see  it  slated  that  in  an  examination  of 
the  bank,  after  the  above  persons  had  absconded,  an 
over  draft  to  the  amount  of  $60,000  was  discovered, 
and  a hook  keeper  immediately  made  himself  scarce. 

Bank  of  Michigan.  The  notes  of  this  institution 
are  no  longer  received  by  the  auditor  general  inpay- 
ment of  taxes  or  for  other  state  dues.  They  were  also 
refused  on  Saturday  for  freight  and  fare  on  the  Central 
rail  road.  Our  merchants  continue  to  receive  them  at 
a discount  of  from  25  to  37  per  cent. 

[Detroit  Advertiser,  May  17. 

The  Nashville  Banner  says.  “John  L.  Moore,  who 
was  under  arrest  for  having  committed  the  late  frauds 
on  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  in  Nashville,  committed 
suicide  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  insr.  in  a public 
house  in  Murfreesburg,  by  hanging  himself  to  a bed 
post.” 

The  stock  of  the  U.  States  hank  of  Pennsylvania, 
sold  at  Philadelphia  on  the  23d  instant  at  24;  and  at 
New  York  on  the  2b:h  at  21J;  although  the  notes  of 
the  bank  were  still  at  a discount  of  15§  per  cent. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  “We  are  gratified  to  learn, 
from  the  Bunker  Hill  Aurora,  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Savage,  the  contractor,  to  have  the  monument 
completed"  before  the  next  winter.’’ 

Commerce  The  Quebec  Gazette  says  that  one  hun- 
dred ships  under  sail  were  entering  that  harbor  from 
the  several  ports  in  England,  on  the  21st  inst. 

Cotton.  Sales  on  the  24th  at  N.  York  of  750  bales 
at  jc.  reduction  from  former  rates. 

At  Chat  Lesion — A decline  of  | to  |c.  has  been  re- 
luctantly submitted  to.  The  sales  were  50  at  9j;  272, 
9?;  155,  10;  75,  101;  473, 10i;545,  10|;  226,  10y85,  10^; 
162,  10|;  843.  11;  57,  IQ;  404,  IQ;  49,  IQ;  25,  IQ; 
55,  IQ;  and  90al2  cts  per  lb.  In  the  article  of  long 
cotton  an  improvement  in  the  demand  is  perceptible, 
but  at  the  sacrifice  of  several  cents  per  lb.  on  ptevious 
quotations.  493  bags  changed  hands  as  follows:  364 
white  Sea  Island  cotton  from  27  to  40  ets.  and  up- 
wards; 30  Main  at  35  cts.;  15  Florida  at  22  to  25;  and 
84  stained  at  from  9 to  18  cts.  per  lb. 

At  Savannuh  sales  of  the  week  2,205  bales  at  9alQ. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week,  at  Baltimore,  46,  ol 
whom  21  were  under  2 years  of  age— 12  free  colored 
and  2 slaves. 

A Mrs.  Stevens  died  recently  in  Clearfield  county 
Pa.  at  the  advanced  age  of  10S  years.  She  left  her  third 
husband  a widower — and  her  posterity  extended  down 
to  the  sixth  generation. 

Iron  steam  ships.  The  great  iron  steam  ship  now 
being  built  at  Bristol  will  probably  combine  a greater 
number  and  variety  of  untried  principles  than  were 
ever  before  united  in  any  one  enterprise  of  the  same 
magnitude  and  importance.  The  vessel  herself— her 
enormous  magnitude — (about  3,600  tons  it  is  said) 
her  material— ("plate  iron)— her  engines,  nearly  twelve 


hundred  horse  power — cylinders  one  hundred  and 
twenty  inches  in  diameter! — no  piston  rods! — no 
beams! — the  connecting  rod  having  hold  immediately 
on  the  piston  and  a moveable  hollow  casing  playing 
through  a stuffing  box  in  the  top  of  the  piston  to  give 
play  to  the  said  connecting  rod! — an  unlimited  appli- 
cation of  the  expansive  principle! — and  to  crown  all, 
no  paddle  wheels,  no  paddle  boxes  projecting  from  her 
vast  sides — no  apparent  propelling  power,  but  an  un- 
seen agent  revolting  under  her  keel  and  enabling  her 
to  move  with  any  required  volocity  by  the  aid  of  this 
mighty  agent! 

Judge  Duvall.  The  venerable  jud“B  Duvall,  who 
some  years  since  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  is  residing  in  rea- 
sonable good  health,  on  his  estate  in  Prince  George’s 
county,  Maryland,  in  his  89th  year.  He  was  horn  on 
the  6th  of  December,  1752.  His  mind,  autograph  and 
punctuation,  are,  we  understand,  as  clear  and  distinct 
as  at  any  time  of  his  life — a remarkable  instance  of  the 
good  effects  of  regular  habits  and  a sound  constitu- 
tion. [American. 

[Judge  Duvall’s  father  lived  to  the  age  of  90,  and  his 
grandfather  93;  cultivators  of  the  same  estate  on  which 
the  venerable  judge  resides.] 

Emigrants.  Fourteen  hundred  foreigners  arrived  a 
New  York  on  the  22d  and  23d  insts. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  7ga8;  on  France 
o f.  27 g . On  Boston  |;  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  4; 
Washington  District  of  Columbia  4|;  Richmond,  Pe- 
tersburg and  Norfolk  5j;  Raleigh  and  Wilmington  4| 
Charleston  Q;  Augusta  9;  Savannah  3^;  Mobile  11; 
New  Orleans  71;  St.  Louis,  Louisville  and  Cincinnati 
9a9i. 

Flour  at  New  York  $4  75;  at  Alexadria  $4  50. 

The  New  York  Express  of  the  24th  says:  “Low 
as  flour  is  and  depressed  as  freights  are,  there  appears 
to  be  no  spirit  to  make  shipments.  We  cannot  learn 
that  any  orders  have  been  received  here  from  England 
to  ship  flour.  No  .-.purchases  have  yet  been  made  for 
that  market. 

During  the  third  week  in  May,  there  were  delivered 
from  the  Erie  canal,  at  Schenectady,  1,635  bbls.  flour; 
at  West  Troy,  21,728  bbls  ; and  at  Albany,  47,252  bbls. 
and  985  bushels  wheat. 

The  fisheries.  The  mackerel  fishery  has  for  seve- 
ral years  been  so  unsuccessful  that  it  will  probably  be 
abandoned,  in  a great  measure,  before  long.  The  en- 
tire catch  of  Massachusetts  last  year  was  only  50,000 
barrels,  having  bpen  gradually  diminished  since  1831, 
when  it  was  383,000  barrels.  In  Portland,  where  for- 
ty-five thousand  barrels  have  been  packed  in  a single 
season,  there  were  but  about  500  barrels  packed  last 
year. 

The  cod  fishery  is  so  uncertain,  both  from  scarcity 
of  fish  and  low  prices,  that  unless  they  had  the  bounty 
to  rely  upon,  it  would  be  abandoned,  as  the  vessels 
now  in  existence  would  wear  out  or  be  lost.  The 
French  and  English  pay  a much  higher  bounty  to  their 
fishermen  than  the  United  States  does,  and  hence  the 
fish  of  those  nations  is  sold  in  the  markets  at  lower  prices 
than  the  American  fishermen  is  able  to  compete  with. 

[Newburyport  Herald. 

The  remains  of  president  Harrison.  A letter  from 
Cincinnati  says — Judge  Burnet,  col.  Todd  and  John 
Scott  Harrison,  will  leave  here  on  tbe  3d  or  oth  of 
June,  for  Washington,  to  bring  on  the  remains  of  gen. 
Harrison.  They  expect  to  remain  at  Washington 
some  eight  or  ten  days. 

Money  market.  The  New  York  Express  of  yes- 
terday says:  A large  amount  of  sterling  bills  have 

been  taken  to-dav  to  go  by  the  steamer,  at  6a8  per 
cent.  Very  few  bills  appear  here  from  the  south.  Mo- 
ney continues  excessively  abundant.  Five  months  notes 
of  a very  choice  character  have  been  discounted  at  6 
per  cent. 

Case  of  McLeod.  For  the  present  this  case  is  dis- 
posed of.  The  following  is  the  order  of  the  supreme 
court: 

In  supreme  court,  May  20th,  1841.  The  people  vs. 
Alexander  McLeod.  The  defendant  who  stands 
charged  by  indictment  with  the  crime  of  murder,  hav- 
ing been  brought  into  court  by  the  sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Niagara,  by  virtue  of  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
a motion  having  been  made  for  bis  discharge,  and  it 
being  improbable  that  tbe  court  will  be  able  to  render 
its  judgment  in  the  premises,  at  the  present  term,  it  is 
thereupon  ordered  that  the  defendant  be  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  until  the  further  order  of  the  court.  When 
the  transfer  has  been  made,  the  sheriff  of  Niagara 
will  be  no  longer  chargeable  with  the  custody  ot  the 
defendant. 

(A  copy)  W.  P.  Hallett,  clerk. 

It  is  stated  that  in  the  trial  of  McLeod’s  case,  her 
Britannic  majesty’s  consul,  Mr.  Buchanan,  had  two 
of  the  most  able  reporters  in  this  country  engaged  in 
taking  a verbatim  report  of  the  proceedings,  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  British  government,  by  the  first  Boston 
mail. 

The  Albany  Journal  publishes  a long  letter  dated 
27th  February,  1841,  irom  governor  Seward  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  when  secretary  of state,  in  answer  to  one  from 
that  functionary,  enclosing  copies  of  his  correspon- 
dence with  Mr.  Fox  relative  to  the  demand  of  the 
British  government  for  the  surrender  of  McLeod.  Go- 
vernor Seward  maintains  at  great  length  the  right  of 


the  state  of  New  York  to  arrest,  try,  and,  if  found 
guilty,  to  punish  the  culprit. 

Mitchell,  the  forger,  has  been  fully  committed  for 
trial.  He  refused  to  answer  any  interrogatories  when 
before  the  magistrate. 

Silk.  The  legislature  of  New  York  has  passed  an 
act  allowing  a bounty  of  15  cents  per  pound,  for  all 
cocoons  produced  in  the  state,  and  50  cents  per  pound 
for  the  reeled  silk.  The  act  is  to  continue  in  effect  un- 
til June  1,  1846. 

The  manufacture  of  sewing  silk  has  been  commenc- 
ed in  the  New  York  Auburn  state  prison,  with  a fair 
prospect  of  success. 


Steamboats.  The  steamer  Troy,  capt.  A.  Graham, 
made  the  trip  from  Albany  to  New  York  the  other  day 
in  8 hours  10|  minutes,  deducting  time  lost  in  stopping 
at  the  various  landings,  with  no  unusual  pressure  of 
steam,  or  extra  efforts  on  the  part  those  having  charge 
of  the  boat,  to  endanger,  in  the  slightest  manner,  the 
perfect  safety  and  convenience  of  the  passengers.  The 
landings  were  made  in  the  customary  mode,  without 
hurry,  noise,  or  confusion,  and  no  accident  occurred  to 
mar  the  pleasure  of  the  trip. 

The  following  memoranda  of  the  time  of  arrival  and 
departure,  and  the  time  lost  at  each  landing  were  kept 
on  the  passage  by  Mr.  R.  Macy,  the  second  captain  of 
the  Troy,  and  may  be  relied  on  as  accurate. 
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m. 

s. 
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1 
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1 8i 

1 

30  boat. 

3 30 

Barclay 

street  wharf. 

Sh.  42m.  Is. 
31  30 


Leaves  running  time  8h.  10m.  30s. 

The  steamer  Troy  has  therefore  distanced  all  com- 
petitors; and  is,  beyond  all  question,  the  swiftest,  as  she 
is  the  most  beautiful  of  the  floating  palaces,  now  navi- 
gating the  Pludson  river.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

The  steamer  Missouri  arrived  here  yesterday  even- 
ing about  5 o’clock,  havingleft  New  Orleans  on  Thurs- 
day last  at  6 o’clock,  P.  M.  making  the  trip  in/our  days 
and  twenty-three  hours!  Well,  that  may  be  considered 
“walking  the  waters”  “tolerable’’  fast  This  is  the 
quickest  trip  ever  made  from  New  Orleans  here.  The 
Missouri  left  here  this  day  two  weeks,  having  made  the 
trip  in  less  than  two  weeks.  St.  Louis  Iiepub. 

The  Cincinnati  Republican  of  the  17th  instant,  says: 
“The  steamer  Maryland  was  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge 
yesterday  morning,  at  the  mouth  of  Licking  river,  op- 
posite this  city.  The  flames  made  such  rapid  progress 
that  four  men,  who  slept  on  board,  narrowly  escaped 
with  their  lives,  by  jumping  overboard  and  swimming 
ashore.  The  boat,  of  course,  is  a total  loss.  She  was 
built  at  Brownsville,  Pa.  four  years  since,  at  an  expense 
of  $17,000. 


Steam  ships.  The  new  Spanish  steam  ships,  Lion 
and  Eagle,  built  at  New  York,  arrived  at  Havana  on 
the  1st  instant,  in  eight  days  from  New  York. 

The  Clarion,  fitted  with  the  Erickson  propeller,  ar- 
rived at  Havana,  as  we  learn  by  private  letters,  of  the 
26th  tilt,  all  well  and  in  good  order.  Captain  Glover 
seemed  perfectly  satisfied  with  her  performance,  and 
the  Spaniards  much  delighted.  She  will  be  full  of 
passengers  on  her  return.  Her  voyage,  however,  was 
not  more  than  an  average  one  in  point  of  time — having 
occupied  12  days— as  she  left  here  on  the  14th  April. 

[New  York  American. 

The  barque  Clarion.  This  vessel  which  left  New 
York  with  the  Erickson  propellers,  and  made  the  pas- 
sage from  that  port  to  Havana  in  eight  days  and  a few 
hours,  rescued  the  crew  of  the  brig  Corinthian  under  cir- 
cumstances which  forcibly  illustrate  the  great  utility  of 
this  newly  invented  motive  power.  The  Corinthian  was 
wrecked  ten  days  before  the  Clarion  discovered  her, 
and  during  that  time  over  thirty  vessels  had  been  oblig- 
ed to  pass  her  without  being  able  to  approach  suffi- 
ciently near  to  afford  her  relief.  The  Clarion,  by  the 
aid  of  her  propellers,  ran  up  within  cable  length  of  the 
wreck,  and  rescued  her  perishing  crew,  who  other- 
wise would  inevitably  have  found  their  graves  on  the 
shoal  grounds  of  the  great  Bahama  banks.  [Sun. 

Steamer  president.  The  New  York  Sun  contains 
a list  of  all  the  passengers  on  board  this  ill  fated  vessel. 
Besides  these  28,  the  officers  and  crew  numbered  81. 
so  that  there  were  no  less  than  109  souls  on  board. 

A Texian  minister.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  says: 
“William  H.  Dangerfield,  esq.  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  the  republic  of  Texas  to  France,  arrived  in  our 
city  a few  days  ago  in  the  Neptune,  on  his  way  to 
New  York,  whence  he  will  take  passage  to  Europe.’’ 

Temperance  reform.  The  editor  of  the  Liverpool 
Mercury  says  with  much  justice,  that  before  Father 
Mathew,  with  his  three  million  four  hundred  thousand 
followers,  every  public  man  sinks  into  the  shade,  and 
when  the  results  of  his  bloodless  victory  are  contem- 
plated, he  well  merits  the  appellation  of  the  greatest 
benefactor  his  country  ever  knew. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Acadia,  arrived  at  Boston  on  (he 
2d  instant,  in  13£  days  from  Liverpool,  via  Hali- 
fax. Liverpool  dales  are  to  the  19th  ultimo.  Not 
much  of  general  importance  had  transpired  since 
our  previous  dates.  Nu  tidings  of  the  steamer  Pre- 
sident. Every  breeze  from  the  broad  Atlantic,  to 
the  anxious  watchers,  gave  signs  of  woe,  that  all 
was  lost.  Every  hope  was  abandoned  to  despair. 

In  the  British  parliament  a succession  of  im- 
portant debates  had  taken  place  on  the  corn  laws 
and  other  financial  projects,  which  at  this  time  en- 
gross the  attention  of  the  country.  No  very  de- 
finitive action  seems  to  have  taken  place.  Among 
the  less  important  subjects  brought  before  the  house 
of  commons,  we  notice  that  Mr.  O’Connell  moved 
a committee  'o  investigate  the  election  riots  in  Ca- 
nada. 

Thomas  Barnes,  esq.  for  many  years  well  known 
as  the  principal  editor  of  the  London  Times,  died 
during  the  second  week  in  May. 

A meeting  has  been  held  at  Dublin,  in  order  to 
make  arrangements  for  a general  meeting  of  the 
citizens  to  petition  the  queen  to  visit  Dublin  this 
summer. 

In  the  house  of  lords  on  the  14th  ult.  lord  Fitz- 
william,  whose  constant  tirades  against  the  corn 
laws  upon  every  opportunity  have  been  not  unrea- 
sonably objected  to,  gave  notice  that  on  Monday 
next  he  should  present  a petition  from  the  corpora- 
tion ol  Manchester  upon  the  subject  ol  a total  re- 
peal, and  should  take  that  occasion  of  entering  ful- 
ly upon  the  question,  and  particularly  upon  that 
part  of  it  relating  to  our  foreign  trade. 

Great  as  is  the  enthusiasm  against  the  corn  laws 
in  England,  it  is  much  surpassed  by  the  feeling 
which  exists  in  Scotland.  There  is  scarcely  a 
town  or  district  of  the  least  impoilance  that  has  not 
petitioned,  prepared  to  petition,  or  taken  some  other 
measures  to  accomplish  the  overthrow  of  the  land- 
lord’s monopoly.  In  addition  to  the  immense  num- 
ber of  petitions  already  presented  to  the  legislature 
from  Scotland,  many,  very  many  have  been  for- 
warded within  the  past  week.  From  Edinburgh, 
petitions  follow  each  other  by  dozens  and  half  do- 
zens at  a time.  The  demonstration  which  “Auld 
Reekie”  has  made  against  the  hateful  biead  tax,  by 
public  meetings  and  by  petitioning,  is  highly  to  the 
honor  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  great  city,  and  is 
an  example  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  Public 
meetings  have  been  held  at  Greenock,  Selkirk,  Stir- 
ling, Kelso,  Earlstoun  and  many  other  places. 

The  Gteat  Western  arrived  at  Bristol  on  the  14th 
ult.  in  14 days.  The  Columbia  reached  Liverpool 
on  the  15th. 

Horrid  affair  at  sea.  Loss  of  Vie  ship  William 
Brown,  from  Liverpool  to  Philadelphia.  Havre, 
May  10,  1841.  The  Louis  Pbillippe  New  York 
packet  ship  has  this  moment  arrived.  Information 
having  reached  the  town  that  some  shipwrecked 
seamen  were  on  board,  the  report  became  general 
(hat  they  belonged  lo  the  President,  and  the  ex- 
citement was  beyond  all  description.  On  the  arri- 
val in  dock,  however,  a strong  bodv  of  the  gendar- 
merie were  in  waiting,  and  immediately  took  into 
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custody  the  mate  and  eight  of  the  crew  of  the  ship 
Win.  Brown,  bound  from  Liverpool  to  Philadelphia, 
which  was  sunk  by  an  iceberg  in  the  latter  part  of 
last  month,  for  as  yet  I cannot  give  you  precise 
dates  for  any  thing  except  thatthfee  men  were  ta- 
ken from"  the  Crescent,  which  vessel  had  picked 
them  up  in  their  long  boats.  But  a tale  of  horror 
is  lo  be  told  about  them.  It  appears,  when  the 
vessel  struck,  thirty-three  passengers,  the  mate, 
and  eight  of  the  crew,  took  to  the  long  boat;  the 
captain,  three  of  the  crew,  and  eleven  passengers, 
took  to  the  jolly  boat;  all  the  rest  sunk  with  the 
vessel.  The  boats  parted  in  the  night.  Some  days 
after,  the  mate  and  crew  determined  (as  they  say, 
in  order  to  lighten  the  boat)  to  throw  seventeen  of 
the  passengers  overboard,  which  they  accomplish- 
ed, and  some  of  the  most  horrid  and  revolting 
scenes  took  place. 

There  were  two  brolhers  and  a sister  of  one  fa- 
mily; the  brothers  were  thrown  over,  and  the  sis- 
ter jumped  in  after  them.  One  fine  boy  prayed 
for  a few  minutes  to  say  his  prayers;  they  refused, 
and  hurled  him  into  the  sea  at  once.  Some  clung 
to  the  side  of  the  boat,  praying  for  merry,  but  their 
hands  were  cut  off,  and  they  were  pushed  into  the 
deep.  Fifteen  ladies  and  two  men  remained  in  the 
boat.  One  hour  alter  this  massacre,  the  Crescent 
fell  in  with  the  boat,  and  saved  the  survivors  of 
this  horrid  deed.  The  passengers  remained  on 
board  the  Crescent;  the  crew  arrived  in  the  Ville 
de  Lyon;  they  underwent  examination  before  the 
American  consul.  Each  seperately  examined  tes- 
tified to  tho  same  statement,  and  they  were  releas- 
ed by  the  consul  under  the  persuasion  that  the  ex- 
tremity of  self  preservation  had  rendered  the  act 
excusable. 

The  following  statement  has  been  sworn  to  by  the 
crew  saved  and  two  passengers. 

“The  passage  was  very  rough,  accompanied  by 
squalls  and  loss  of  sails.  On  the  night  of  the  19th 
of  April,  in  lat.  43  39  N.  and  49  39  VV.  long,  mak- 
ing all  sail  in  open  sea,  arid  running  ten  knots  an 
hour,  the  larboard  side  of  the  vessel  struck  upon  an 
iceberg,  which  stove  her  in.  At  ten  minutes  past 
nine  we  struck  upon  another.  I then  proposed  to 
the  captain  to  take  in  all  sail  as  quickly  as  possible, 
which  we  did;  and  sounding  the  pump,  we  found 
two  feet  of  water  in  the  hold.  On  going  below,  I 
found  that  the  vessel  wa3  rapidly  making  water. 
All  hands  set  to  work  to  disengage  the  boats,  and 
•it  11  o’clock,  they  were  alongside.  I descended 
into  the  longboat,  with  eight  of  the  crew  and  thirty- 
three  of  the  passengers;  the  captain,  lieutenant,  a 
lady  and  five  sailors  embarked  in  the  jolly  boat, 
and  we  fastened  the  boats  together.  At  midnight 
the  vessel  sunk,  and  carrying  with  her  thirty-three 
persons.  We  remained  along  side  each  other  until 
five  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Capt.  Harris  then  in- 
formed ns  of  his  intention  of  leaving  us,  and  making 
the  best  of  his  way  to  Newfoundland,  and  advised 
me  to  do  the  same.  My  boat  being  lull  and  heavy, 
I could  not  manage  it;  to  pursue  that  route  was  im- 
possible: I,  therefore,  directed  my  course  south.  In 
t he  alternoon  we  fell  in  with  a large  quantity  of 
ice.  Throughout  the  night  the  wind  blew  with 
violence  from  the  north  in  squalls,  with  rain  and 
hail,  and  a very  heavy  sea.  Finding  that  the  boat 
was  literally  surrounded  by  small  and  large  masses 
of  ice,  that  the  water  was  going  upon  her,  I 
thought  it  improbable  she  could  hold  out  unless 
relieved  of  some  of  her  weight.  I then  consulted 
the  sailors,  and  we  were  all  of  opinion  that  it  was 
necessary  to  throw  overboard  those  who  were  near- 
ly dead,  until  we  hail  room  enough  to  work  the 
boat,  and  take  to  our  oars. 

The  weather  becoming  worse,  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  keep  the  boat  afloat  and  disengage  it 
from  ice.  At  daybreak  we  were  still  surrounded 
by  icebeigs.  On  counting  the  passengers,  16  were 
missing,  and  the  rest  were  in  a desperate  state,  and 
almost  stiff  with  cold.  At  6 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  perceived  to  the  westward  a sail  steering 
an  easterly  course.  We  exerted  every  effort  to  ap- 
proach it.  The  captain  being  aloft  in  order  lo 
steer  li is  ship  through  the  ice,  saw  our  boat,  and 
notwithstanding  the  danger  to  his  own  ship,  made 
sail  for  us.  On  Thursday  morning  at  7 o’clock  we 
were  alongside  of  her,  and  before  she  had  received 
us  all  on  board,  was  struck  by  the  ice,  which  stove 
the  boat.  We,  however,  succeeded  in  saving  her. 
Banks  and  islands  of  ice  were  in  6ight  as  far  as  the 


eye  could  reach.  I then  ascertained  that  it  was  the 
Crescent,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  capt.  G. 
F.  Ball,  bound  from  New  York  to  Havre.  We  met 
the  kindest  reception  on  board,  and  assistance  in 
the  way  of  food  and  clothing  were  lavished  upon  us. 

“Signed  by  the  crew  saved  in  the  boat,  and  two 
passengers;  Francis  Rhodes,  mate;  Lemarchal, 
steward;  H.  Murray,  cook;  James  Patrick  and  Jas. 
Black,  passengers;  Joseph  Stretton,  Alexander 
Williams,  Charles  Smith,  James  Northom,  Isaac 
Freeman  and  William  Miller,  seamen. 

“The  above  is  a correct  statement  of  the  loss  of 
the  William  Brown,  which  I have  been  able  to 
learn  from  the  mate  and  passenger.  Signed, 

S.  J.  Ball,  captain  of  llie  Crescent.” 

FROM  THE  EAST. 

The  Egyptian  question  is,  at  last,  it  appears,  real- 
ly settled.  The  differences  which  had  arisen  as 
to  certain  points  in  the  hat t i scheriffof  February 
13,  investing  Mehemit  Ali  with  the  government  of 
Egypt,  have  been  totally  removed  in  consequence 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  representatives  of  the 
powers  who  have  signed  the  15th  of  July  treaty, 
and  this  affair  has  been  terminated  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  parties. 

But  the  Egyptian  question  had  no  sootier  been 
satisfactorily  adjusted  than  insurrection  broke  out 
in  Candia,  Bulgaria,  Servia  and  other  parts  of  the 
Turkish  empire,  which  promise  to  be  as  difficult  to 
put  down  as  the  refractory  pasha.  The  armed  in- 
surgents in  the  island  of  Candia,  amounted,  at  the 
latest  dates,  to  about  17,000,  and  they  were  receiv- 
ing new  accessions  daily. 

INDIA. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  India  is  declared  by 
the  London  papers  to  be  veiy  unsatisfactory.  In  an 
engagement  at  the  fort  of  Kajuck,  on  the  20th  of 
February,  col.  Wilson,  a meritorious  and  valuable 
officer,  and  a considerable  number  of  men  were 
killed.  In  a late  action  between  some  troops  of  the 
Bengal  establishment  and  a tribe  of  the  Khvben- 
ries,  the  latter  were  defeated;  but  two  European 
officers-,  capt.  Douglas  and  lieut.  Pigou,  of  the  Ben- 
gal engineers,  were  killed. 

CHINA. 

No  important  news  from  China  had  been  received 
since  the  departure  of  the  Britannia.  The  ovpt- 
land  mail  brought  dates  from  China  to  thp  12th  Fe- 
bruary, Calcutta  lo  the  22d  March,  and  Bombay  to 
the  1st  April.  The  Chinese  chief  commissioner 
Keshen,  in  an  interview  with  capt.  Elliot,  evinced 
an  intention  to  procrastinate,  which  added,  to  a re- 
port that  warlike  orders  had  been  received  from 
Pekin,  produces  an  impression  that  hostilities  must 
be  renewed.  Trade  continued  suspended,  and  the 
blockade  was  not  raised.  The  government  appears 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Commissioner  Elliot’s 
proceedings,  and  colonel  sir  Henry  Pettinger  has 
gone  out  by  the  overland  India  mail  as  envoy,  to 
j supercede  him,  and  with  full  power  to  settle  all  dif- 
ferences. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Presentation.  The  Chevalier  Gaspar  Jose 
Lisboa,  minister  resident  of  his  majesty  the  emperor 
of  Brazil,  arrived  in  Washington  on  Friday  evening, 
and  on  Saturday  was  presented,  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  to  the  president,  to  whom  the  new  minister 
delivered  his  letter  of  credence. 

Documents.  The  documents  accompanying  the 
president’s  message  to  congress  consists  of 

1.  Correspondence  between  the  secretary  of  state 
and  the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  the 
case  of  Alexander  McLeod. 

2.  A report  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  on  two  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Report  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

4.  Report  ot  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

5.  Report  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

The  report  from  the  treasury  department  will  of 
course  be  made,  as  usual,  directly  to  congress. 

The  Pawnees.  The  Pawnee  Indians  number 
6,244— but  are  entirely  unimproved — dress  exclu- 
sively in  skins — manufacture  no  cloths,  and  have 
1 no  agricultural  implements.  Singular  as  it  is,  they 
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are  said  to  be  entirely  free  from  the  deleterious  ef- 
fects of  intoxicating  liquors.  Their  religious  ser- 
vices are  generally  connected  with  animal  gratifi- 
cation. They  are  extremely  superstitious,  and  give 
ready  credence  to  the  impositions  of  jugglers. — 
Their  women  perform  all  the  labor  of  raising  vege- 
tables, dressing  skins  for  tents  and  robes,  building 
houses,  preparing  food — in  short,  they  do  every 
thing,  but  kill  the  buffalo.  [Boston  Rec. 

Treasure  notes.  Treasury  department,  June  1 , 
1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
provision  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  18.37,  1838, 
1839,  1840  $26,681,337  53 

Redeemed  of  those  issues  22,697,305  93 


Amount  outstanding  $3,984,031  60 

Issued  under  the  act  oi  Feb.  1841: 

Prior  to  Mar.4,  673,681  32 
Since  Mar.4,  3,494,056  09 

4,167,737  41 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  88,205  90 

4,079,531  51 


Aggregate  outstanding  $8,063,563  11 

T.  Ewing,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Diplomatic  ministers  to  England.  The 
following  are  all  the  persons  who  have  represented 


this  country  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  our  independence: 

Gov.  Morris,  N.  Jersey,  commissioned  October, 
12,  1789. 

Thomas  Pickney,  South  Carolina,  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary, January  12,  1792. 

John  Jay,  New  York,  envoy  extraordinary,  April 
19,  1794. 

Rufus  King,  New  York,  minister  plenipotentiary 
May  20,  1796. 

James  Monroe,  Virginia,  and  William  Pickney, 
Maryland,  jointly  and  severally,  envoys  extraordina- 
ry and  minister,  May  11,  1806. 

William  Pickney,  Maryland,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, February  26,  1808. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  Massachusetts,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, February  28,  1815. 

Richard  Rush,  Pennsylvania,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary,  December  16,  1817. 

Rufus  King,  New  York,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary,  May  10,  1826. 

James  Barbour,  Virginia,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary,  May  23,  1828. 

Lewis  McLane,  Delaware,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary,  February  10,  1830. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  New  York,  not  confirmed,  but 
recalled,  1831-2. 

Andrew  Stevenson,  Virginia,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  nominated  in  1831. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  TOBACCO,  SNUFF  AND  MANUFACTURED  TOBACCO,  EXPORTED  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  ANNUALLY, 

From  1821  to  1840  inclusive. 


Years. 

Hogsheads 

Value. 

Average  value 
per  hogshead. 

Pounds  of 
snuff. 

Rounds  of  ma- 
nufactured to- 
bacco. 

Value  of  snuff  ana 
manufactured  to- 
bacco. 

Total  value  of 
tobacco  trade. 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

Total 

66,853 

83,169 

99,009 

77,883 

75,984 

64,098 

100,025 

96,278 

77,131 

83,810 

$5,648,962 
6,222  83b 
6,282,672 
4,855,566 
6,115,623 
5,347,20b 
6,577,123 
5,269,960 
4,982.974 
5,586  365 

$84  49 
74  82 

63  46 
62  34 
80  48 
83  42 

65  75 
54  73 

64  60 

66  65 

44.552 
44,602 
36,684 
45.174 
53,920 
61,801 
45  812 
35,655 
19,509 
29,425 

1,332  949 
1,414,424 
1,987,507 
2,477,990 
1,871.368 
2,179,774 
2,730,255 
2,637,411 
2,619.399 
3,199,151 

$149,083 
157.182 
154  955 
203,789 
172,353 
210  134 
239,024 

210.747 
202  396 

246.747 

$5.79S,045 
6.3S0  020 
6,437,627 
5,059,355 
6.2S7.976 
5,557,342 
6,S16,147 
5,480.707 
5.185,370 
5.833,112 

824,245 

$56,889,291 

$69  11 

417,134 

22.450.228 

$1,946,410 

$58,835,701 

86,718 

106,806 

83,153 

87,979 

94,353 

109,442 

100,232 

100,593 

78,995 

119,484 

$4, 892, 38s 
5,999,769 
5,755,96s 
6,595  305 
8.250,577 
10,058,641 
5,795,647 
7,392,029 
9,832,943 
9,883,957 

$56  40 

56  18 
69  29 
74  96 
87  01 
91  54 

57  82 
73  43 

124  47 
81  05 

27,967 

31,175 

13,453 

57,826 

36,471 

46.018 

40,883 

75.083 

42,467 

3,639,856 
3,456  071 
3,790,310 
3,956.579 
3 8)7,854 
3.246.675 
3.615,591 
5,008.147 
4,214,943 

292.475 
295,771 
288.973 
328,409 
357.611 
435.464 
427  836 
•577,420 
616,212 

$5,184,863 
6,295.540 
6 044.941 
6.923,714 
8,608  J88 
10,494,104 
6,223.483 
7,969,449 
10,449,155 

967,755 

$74,457,223 

$76  83 

371,343 

34,746,026 

$3,620  171 

$68,193,437 

1,792,000 

St 

$131,346,514 
itement  showin 

$73  21 

g to  what  count 

_ 783,477 
ries  the  large 

57,196,254 
r portion  of  the  t 

$5,566,581 
obaeco  is  exported. 

$127,029,138 

Years. 

ENGLAND.  FRANCE. 

Toatlot/iei 

HOLLAND.  GERMANY.  e0untries,  TOTAL. 

Hhds. 

Value. 

Hhds. 

Value. 

Hfids. 

Value. 

Hhds. 

Value. 

Hhds. 

Hhds. 

1821 

19,695 

$1,995,667 

3,478 

$3S1,04S 

13,216 

$968,760 

10,472 

$766,222 

19,997 

66,858 

1852 

26,740 

2,436,805 

4,665 

550  59) 

23.584 

1,339,61S 

11,757 

734,419 

16,423 

83,169 

1823 

31,999 

2,511,886 

7,661 

992,829 

30  .390 

1.384  683 

15,259 

660,088 

1.3.700 

99,009 

1824 

19,418 

1,646,444 

4,469 

528,901 

23,159 

1,159  8S3 

12,808 

534,858 

18.029 

77,883 

1825 

22,293 

2,071,474 

6,096 

888,966 

21,998 

1,653,037 

12.051 

605,176 

13,546 

75,984 

1826 

25,854 

2,741,980 

10,739 

827.913 

15,465 

943,279 

7,523 

340,782 

4.517 

64,U98 

1827 

28,918 

2,310,543 

8.963 

1,057,577 

25  553 

1,192,28S 

19  420 

936.345 

17,171 

100,025 

1828 

25,176 

1,619,524 

5,909 

800  606 

21,216 

818,815 

23,949 

900  574 

20,028 

96,278 

1S29 

21,916 

1 520,109 

6,835 

930,737 

21,522 

1,053  059 

10,958 

553.009 

15.900 

77,131 

1830 

19,910 

1,537,744 

7,007 

995,996 

22,576 

1,135  756 

15  318 

751.860 

18,999 

8S.S10 

241,919 

$20,392,176 

65,822 

$7,955,164 

218,679 

$11,654  22-i 

[39.515 

$6,788  333 

153.310 

824,245 

1831 

26,372 

$1,851,717 

1 673 

$151,080 

23  917 

$1,104,198 

19.833 

$909,246 

14  923 

86,718 

1832 

36,176 

2,319,596 

5,779 

669,56*2 

24,006 

1,115  962 

27.930 

1,192,024 

12,915 

106  S06 

1833 

23,772 

2.245,733 

4,782 

692,416 

19.022 

88.3.625 

21,408 

1,091,436 

14,169 

83,153 

1834 

30,658 

2.937,020 

4,775 

623.078 

19,101 

1,012,442 

20611 

1,126  72- 

12.834 

87,979 

1835 

27,563 

3,397,415 

6,312 

864,351 

17,730 

902.911 

27,989 

1,539  365 

14.759 

94,353 

1S36 

36  822 

4,222,592 

7,856 

903,699 

19.14S 

1,057  830 

22.246 

1.252,299 

23  370 

109,442 

1837 

20,723 

1,750,065 

9,110 

723.842 

22,739 

930,657 

28,863 

1,128,229 

18,797 

100,232 

1833 

24,312 

2,638,643 

15  511 

1.237,123 

17.558 

879.019 

25  571 

1,184,889 

17  641 

100,593 

1839 

30.06- 

5 362,33) 

9,574 

901,950 

12.273 

833,178 

14  303 

994,508 

12  777 

78,995 

1840 

26,255 

3,077,178 

15,640 

1,634,076 

29,534 

1,533,415 

25,649 

1,527,132 

22,406 

119,484 

232.721 

$29,802,290 

81,012 

$S, 406, 182 

205,028 

$10,253,237 

234,403 

$11,945,853 

164,591 

967,755 

Total 

524,640 

$50,194,466 

146,834 

$16,361,346 

423,707 

$21,907,465 

373,916 

$18,734,186 

322,901 

1,792,000 

The  preceding  tables,  furnish  a view  of  the  to- 
bacco trade,  from  1821  to  1840. 

It  appears  that  during  that  period,  Umre  were  ex- 
ported 1,792,000  hogsheads,  valued  by  the  treasury 
department,  at  $131  346,514,  being  an  annual  ave- 
rage ol  89,600  hogsheads,  or  $6,567,325. 

During  the  years  1821  to  1839,  (we  have  not  re- 
ceived the  account  of  1840),  there  were  exported 
788,477  pounds  of  snuff,  and  57,196,254  pounds  of 
manufactured  tobacco;  valued  together  at  5,556,581 
dollars. 

For  the  first  10  years  of  the  series,  1821  to  1830, 
there  were  exported  824,245  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 


valued  at  $56,889,291;  and  during  the  last  10 
years  1830  to  1840,  967,755  hogsheads,  valued  at 
$74,457,223,  being  an  excess  in  the  last  10  years 
over  the  first  10,  of  hogsheads  143,510  or  17,567,932 
dollars. 

The  average  annual  export  in  the  first  10  years 
was  82,424  hogsheads,  or  $5,688,929;  and  during  the 
second  10  years,  96,775  hogsheads,  or  $7,445,722. 

The  average  price  during  the  whole  20  years  was 
$'73  21  per  hogshpad.  .For  the  first  10  years  $69  11, 
and  for  the  second  10  years  $76  83,  or  if  1,200  be 
taken  as  the  average  weight  of  the  hogsheads,  the 
price  during  the  20  years  will  be  6 10-100  cents 


per  pound — first  10  years  6J  cents,  and  second  10 
years  6 40-100  cents  per  pound. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  account  of  the  quan- 
tities of  tobacco,  ttie  produce  ot  the  different  states, 
has  not  been  kept,  as  the  quality  of  each  varies,  as 
does  also  the  size  of  the  hogsheads. 

It  will  be  observed  that  owing  to  the  short  crop 
in  1839,  the  average  price  exceeds  that  of  other 
years  very  considerably. 

It  is  remarkable  how  nearly  uniform,  has  been 
the  quantity  annually  exported, Jor  the  last  20  years, 
with  the  exception  of  4 or  5 years. 

The  second  table,*  present  a view  of  the  exports 
to  those  countries  which  receive  from  the  U.  States 
the  largest  share  of  our  export  of  tobacco. 

The  whole  amount  sent  in  the  20  years  was 
To  England  524,640  hhds.  $50,194,466 
France  146,834  “ 16,361,346 

Holland  434,707  “ 21,907,465 

Germany  373,918  “ 18,734.186 

All  other  countries  322,901  “ 24,149,051 


Total  1,792,600  $131,346,514 

In  the  first  16  years  there  were  ship- 
ped toEngland  241,919hhds. 

In  the  second  10  years  there  were  ship- 
ped to  England  282,721  “ 


Being  an  increase  in  the  last  period  of  40.802  “ 

The  average  annual  export  to  England,  duringthe 
20  years,  was  hhds.  26,232,  valued  at  $2,509,723. 
To  France  in  the  10  years,  1821  to  1830, 

vveie  exported  65,822  hhds. 

ToFrance  in  the  10  years  1830  to  1840,' 

were  exported  81,012  “ 


Being  an  increase  in  10  years  of  15,190  “ 

The  annual  average  to  France  is  7,341  hhds.  or 
$818,067. 

To  Holland  there  were  exported  from 

1821  to  1830  218,679  hhds. 

To  Holland  there  were  exported  from 

1830  to  1840  205,028  “ 


Being  a decrease  in  the  last  10  years  of  13,651  “ 

Ttie  average  annual  export  21,185  hogsheads,  or 

$1,095,373. 

To  Germany  from  1821  to  1830  were 

exported  139,515  hhds. 

To  Germany  from  1830  to  1840  were 

exported  234,403  “ 

Being  and  increase  of  A 94,888  “ 

The  average  annual  export  18,695  hogsheads,  or 

$936,709. 

To  all  other  countries  the  exports 

were  in  1821  to  1830  158,310  hhds. 

To  all  other  counties  the  exports 

were  in  1830  to  1840  164  591  “ 


Being  an  increase  of  6,281  “ 

Ol  other  countries.  Gibraltar  on  an  average  of 
the  three  last  years  received  annually  5,130  hhds. 
Sweden  and  Norwav,  1,564  hhds.  Belgium  1,255. 
Italy  1 660.  Cuba  769.  Alrioal,108.  Spain  1,067. 
Scotland  854  hhds. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  register  of  the  treasury 
for  the  statement  of  exports  of  tobacco  in  1S40,  in 
anticipation  of  the  report  on  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion. 

In  the  preceding  volumes  will  be  found  various 
other  tables  and  statistics  of  tobacco. 

It  appears  by  the  article  published  this  week  re- 
lating to  British  commerce,  that  the  duly  paid  in 
Great  Britain  in  1840  on  unmanufactured  tobacco 
was  £3,525,956  against  £3, 431, 90S  in  1839.  The 
quantities  imported  in  1840  35,637,826  pounds 
against  35,605,223  pounds  in  1830. 

[ Hazsard’s  Com.  Reg. 

the  army. 

General  orders,  No.  29.  Jdjutant  general’s  of- 
fice, Washington,  May  20th,  1841. 

I.  The  long  and  faithful  services  of  brig,  general 
Annislead  in  Florida,  during  two  campaigns  under  a 
former  commander,  and  now,  as  commanding  gene- 
ral, en'itle  him  to  be  relieved  from  this  arduous 
duty;  and  in  accordance  with  his  own  desire,  he  will 
relinquish  the  command  and  report  in  person  at  the 
head  quarters  of  the  eastern  division. 

The  secretary  of  war  deems  it  but  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  tender  to  gen.  Armistead  the  thanks  of  the 
department  for  the  Zealand  perseveiance  with  which 
lie  lias  encountered  ttie  complicated  difficulties  .that 
have  hitherto  obstructed  the  execution  of  the  objects 
of  the  government  in  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  of 
Florida. 

II.  Col  Worth,  of  the  8th  infantry,  the  officer  next 
in  tank  with  the  troops  in  that  quarter,  will  relieve 
general  Armistead  arid  assume  I he  command  of  the 

army  of  Florida;  and  he  will  adopt  all  efficient  and 
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proper  measures  necessary  for  the  speedy  termina- 
tion of  hosti lilies,  as  well  as  to  afford  the  most  per- 
fect protection  and  security  to  the  frontier,  and  to 
sucli  citizens  as  may  be  disposed  to  penetrate  the 
country  for  lawful  purposes  of  trade  or  settlement. 

III.  The  president  directs  that  hereafter  all  of- 
ficers of  every  branch  of  the  service,  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Florida  army,  shall  only  be  relieved, 
or,  be  transferred  through  the  orders  of  the  general 
or  other  officer  commanding  the  troops;  and,  when 
it  may  be  necessary  to  withdraw  any  officer  of  the 
army  from  duty  there,  the  requisite  instructions  will 
be  communicated  through  the  adjutant  general’s 
office. 

IV.  Offices  of  the  general  staff,  serving  in  Florida, 
will  report  to,  and  receive  the  instructions  of  the 
officer  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  army. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding  in  chief. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

A blunt  soldier . Ever  since  Jack  Falstaff- com- 
manded his  company  with  but  two  sliiits  between 
them,  we  believe  it  has  been  the  fashion  to  consider 
bluntness  of  manner  the  peculiar  property  of  the  sol- 
dier, and  that  like  Othello,  he  was  to  be  “rude  of 
speech.'’  This  perhaps  was  the  Ireak  of  by  gone 
times,  and  destined  to  remain  amid  the  lore  of  the 
past,  if  a late  event  had  not  revived  it,  in  all  its 
original  beauty.  The  joke,  is  a good  one  if  true, 
and  if  not  only  shows  how  we  have  been  gulled  by 
some  waggish  friend. 

On  Wild  Cat’s  interview  with  major  Childs,  at 
Fort  Pierce,  the  other  day,  after  exhibiting  his  con- 
sequence in  several  outbreaks  of  impudence,  he  saw 
an  iron  pot,  which  he  recognised  as  having  once  be- 
longed to  him.  Pursuing  his  strain  of  untutored 
eloquence,  “You  call  yourself  a warrior,”  said  he, 
“and  yet  you  took  that  pot  fr  om  an  old  woman.  If 
it  had  been  a man,  and  taken  in  fair  fight,  it  would 
have  been  your  pot,  but  you  frightened"  the  squaw 
and  captured  the  pot.  That  was  not  a warrior’s 
act.  I would  as  soon  taken  baby  linen  from  a pic- 
caniny,  as  a pot  from  a squaw.  But  I am  a war- 
rior, and  I want  my  pot.”  The  gallant  major  could 
not  stand  the  force  of  the  argument;  the  pot  was 
borne  off,  to  gladden  the  old  woman  again  with  the 
delights  of  sofkv.  [ St.  Augustine  Gazette. 

Florida.  A correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Re- 
publican, writes  from  Florida  May  19.  “As  I pre- 
dicted, when  the  volunteers  were  discharged,  that 
the  Indians  would  break  through  the  line  formed  in 
front  ofthe  settlement  by  the  regular  troops,  and  get 
up  in  the  settlements  on  the  Georgia  line — to  our 
misfortune  this  has  happened.  On  the  14th  inst. 
a party  of  about  15  Indians  were  discovered  on 
Brandy  branch,  a lork  of  the  St.  Mary’s  river,  and 
killed  in  that  settlement  two  citizens,  Mr.  Brown  and 
Mr.  Green.  From  there,  this  party  passed  east  wardly 
to  the  settlement  on  the  south  prong  of  the  St.  Mary, 
and  killed  a Mr.  Barron  and  his  child.  The  citizens 
are  up  in  this  neighborhood,  and  trying  to  obtain 
arms  to  intercept  this  daring  party,  but  unfortunate- 
ly there  are  few  to  be  obtained,  the  United  Slates  of- 
ficer having  within  a short  time,  on  dichargin«'  the 
militia,  took  all  our  guns  away,  leaving  us  defence- 
less and  at  the  mercy  of  our  merciless  foe.” 

THE  NAVY. 

The  apprentice.  This,  (says  the  Boston  Journal!, 
is  the  name  of  a little  vessel  now  on  ttie  stocks  at 
the  Charlestown  navy  yard — and  which  will  soon 
be  launched.  She  will  not  be  a great  deal  larger 
than  the  launch  of  a line-of  battle  ship,  but  of  great- 
er proportionable  beam,  and  a more  elegant  model — 
completely  decked,  and  rigged  throughout  like  a 
full  rigged  brig— with  all  the  various  spars,  ropes, 
sails  and  other  appurtenances  usually  found  on 
board  vessels  of  that  class,  of  which  the  apprentice 
will  be  but  a miniature  edition. 

This  vessel  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a sort  of 
nautical  seminary,  for  the  lads  who  enter  the  navy  as 
apprentices,  and  who  are  attached  to  the  Columbus, 
receiving  ship,  on  that  station  She  will  be  a good 
looking,  strong,  comfortable  and  what  is  more,  safe 
vessel— and  the  advantages  in  practical  skill  and 
knowledge,  which  the  apprentices  must  derive  from 
cruising  in  such  a craft,  and  performing  ail  the  vari- 
ous manoeuvres,  practised  on  board  a inan  of-war, 
must  be  too  obvious  to  require  enumeration. 

Death  of  com.  Claxton.  Valparaiso  papers  to  the 
16th  o(  March  have  been  received,  brought  by  the 
ship  Natchez,  capt.  Hays,  at  New  York.  ° 

The  following  extract  is  from  one  dated  March 
1-lth:  “On  Sunday,  7th  instant,  at  Talcahuana,  de- 

parted this  life,  Alexander  Claxton,  coinmander-in- 
chief  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific. 
Yesterday  morning  (the  13th),  the  most  respectable 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  citizens  and 
strangers,  officers  of  the  vessels  of  war  anchored  in 
the  bay,  and  authorities  ot  the  place,  formed  the 
brilliant  procession  which  paid  him  the  last  honors. 


It  was  headed  by  the  band  and  marine  corps  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  and  closed  by  the  crew  of  the 
same  vessel  and  a detachment  from  the  British  fri- 
gate President.  His  death  is  lamented  by  numerous 
friends  and  acquaintances.  He  has  left  a disconsolate 
wife  and  child.” 

General  naval  order.  Navy  department.  May  31, 
1S41.  As  a maik  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
commodore  Alexander  Claxton,  late  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  Slates,  who  died  on  board  the  frigate 
Constitution  in  the  port  of  Conception  on  the  8th  of 
March  last,  while  in  command  of  the  United  States 
naval  forces  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  flags  of  the 
navy  yards,  stations  and  vessels  of  the  United  States 
navy  are  to  be  hoisted  half-mast  and  thirteen  minute 
guns  fired  at  noon  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this 
order. 

Officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  are  direct- 
ed to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  thirty  davs. 

GEO.  E.  BADGER. 

Naval  surgeons.  The  secretary  of  the  navy  has 
appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a board  of  naval 
surgeons  to  convene  at  Philadelphia  on  the  1st  inst. 
for  the  examination  of  assistant  surgeons,  candidates 
for  promotion,  and  of  persons  desirous  of  being  ap- 
pointed assistants  in  the  navy — 

W.  P.  C.  Barton,  M.  D.  president,  of  Philadel- 
phia; Bailey  Washington,  M.  D.  of  Washington; 
Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.  of  N.  York;  Benjamin  F. 
Bache,  M.  D.of  Ohio;  G.  R.  B.  Horner,  M.  D.  of 
Philadelphia.  Dr.  Thomas  Harris  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  board,  but  declined  serving  in  conse- 
quence of  indisposition. 

We  learn  from  the  Norfolk  Herald  that  an  agent 
(B.  Homans,  esq.)  has  been  appointed  by  the  navy 
department,  and  has  arrived  at  the  navy  yard  op- 
posite to  Norfolk,  (Va.)  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing testimony  in  reference  to  charges  which  have 
been  made  of  the  existence  of  abuses  in  the  civil  de- 
partments of  that  yard. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  says — “The 
United  States  ship  of  the  line  Delaware  is  nearly 
ready  for  sea  at  Norfolk.  She  will  sail  immediately 
for  the  Mediterranean  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
Brandywine  and  the  other  ships  comprising  the 
squadron  nowon  their  way  home.  This  precipitate 
return  of  American  ships  and  the  exposed  position  of 
our  merchantmen  in  the  quarter  from  whence  the 
retreat  was  made,  is  matter  of  common  humiliation.” 

The  sloop-of-war  Yorktown,  capt.  Aulick,  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  20th  of 
March. 

The  United  Slates  exploring  expedition.  From  a 
Honolulu  paper  of  December  5,  1840.  The  explor- 
ing squadron  has  now  left  our  harbor  to  cruise  in 
various  directions.  The  Porpoise  has  sailed,  (so  it 
is  said),  for  the  southern  groups,  to  return  here  in 
four  months.  The  Peacock  and  Flying  Fish  to  As- 
cension, King’s  Mill  Groji,  and  the  Caioline  Archi- 
pelago: thence  to  the  Columbia  river,  in  spring, 
when  a store  ship  will  sail  from  here  for  that  place, 
with  all  necessary  supplies,  which  will  probably 
obviate  the  necessity  of  their  returning  here.  The 
Vincennes  has  gone  to  Hawaii,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a thorough  survey  of  the  valcano,  and 
Mauna  Lor,  and  all  the  interesting  points  in  that 
vicinity.  She  will  also  go  to  the  Columbia  in  a few 
months.  Much  has  been  done  during  the  stay  of  the 
squadron,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  history 
ofthe  expedition  will  give  the  most  faithful  account 
of  the  islands  w hich  has  ever  appeared,  particularly 
in  all  departments  of  science.  The  artists,  too, 
have  been  busy,  and  have  taken  many  views  of 
scenery,  costumes  and  the  portraits  of  chiefs  and 
common  people.  The  salt  lake  at  Ewa,  which  has 
heretofore  been  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the 
sea,  and  affected  by  tides,  and  the  salt  the  pro- 
duct of  evaporation,  has  been  ascertained  to  be  of 
mineral  formation,  and  disconnected  with  the  ocean. 
Salt  is  found  180  feet  above  the  surface  ofthe  Jake. 
Its  depth,  which  was  considered  fathomless,  (and 
rightly  so),  proved  to  he  sixteen  inches.  The  har- 
bor at  Ewa,  or  Pearl  siver,  was  surveyed,  and  found 
commodious  lor  shipping,  with  a good  entrance  be- 
tween the  reefs,  with  twenty-three  feet  of  water 
upon  the  bar.  Honolulu  haibor  and  adjacent  reefs 
were  also  thoroughly  surveyed.  Astronomical,  me- 
teorological, and  magnetic  observations  and  experi- 
ments have  been  daily  and  nightly  made  at  the  ob 
servatory  with  all  the  instruments  with  which  the 
expedition  is  most  liberally  provided.  The  pendu- 
lum for  determining  the  figure  of  the  earth  is  the 
first  that  has  ever  been  carried  on  a voyage  of  Ibis 
nature,  and  promises  the  most  interesting  results. 
In  many  other  respects  the  stay  ofthe  squadron  has 
been  most  beneficial  to  the  islands.  Business  has 
revived,  and  much  money  distributed  among  the 
natives.  The  impression  created  on  the  mind  of  the 
chiefs  hy  the  deportment  ofthe  officers  is  ofthe  most 
favorable  nature,  and  will  add  much  to  the  already 
high  reputation  gained  by  American  officers  for  their 
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government  and  country.  It  is  needless  to  speak  of 
the  unmingled  satisfaction  and  pleasure  which  the 
visit  has  produced  among  the  residents.  The  sor- 
row manifested  at  their  departure  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  this.  May  their  future  labors  be  as  suc- 
cessful as  their  past,  and  as  honorable  to  themselves 
and  their  country?  [ The  Polynesian. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Produce  of  New  England.  The  statistics 
of  our  country,  collected  by  the  marshals,  at  the  last 
census;  are  among  your  proudest  records.  They 
display  the  boundless^ resources  of  the  new  world — 
its  intrinsic  wealth,  which  is  entirely  independent 
of  circumstances,  and  of  other  nations,  and  fore- 
shadow the  rank  we  are  destined  to  hold  when  the 
discoveries  of  science  shall  have  been  as  fully  ap- 
plied to  agriculture  as  to  other  branches  of  indus- 
try. The  amount  of  produce  raised  in  New  Eng- 
land is  worthy  of  special  notice.  Maine  is  put 
down  as  raising  848,166  bushels  of  wheat,  2,630,966 
bushels  of  other  grain,  and  10,392,380  bushels  of 
potatoes.  This,  with  a population  of  500,800. — 
Massachusetts,  with  a population  of  737. 7S6  raises 
about  158,923  bushels  of  wheat,  3,604,854  of  other 
grain,  and  5,384,662  of  potatoes.  Vermont,  consi- 
dering her  population,  far  outstrips  the  others, though 
it  should  be  remarked  that  she  is  purely  an  agricul- 
tural state,  while  the  others  are  distinguished  for 
commerce  as  well  as  for  agriculture.  In  that  en- 
terprising state,  the  farmers  raise  642,963  bushels 
of  wheat,  4,051,818  bushels  of  other  grain,  and 
8,206,784  bushels  of  potatoes  Rhode  Island  raises 
but  3,088  bushels  of  wheat,  699,408  of  other  grain, 
and  904,773  of  potatoes.  Connecticut  raises  8^6,988 
bushs.  wheat,  3,995, 175  of  other  grain  and  3,2 14,227 
of  potatoes.  New  Hampshire  raises  442.754  bushs. 
of  wheat,  3,084,854  of  other  grain,  and  6,234,001  of 
potatoes.  [ Tribune. 


a v*  nniriron 


The  governor  and  executive  council  were  in  ses- 
sion last  week  for  the  purpose  of  counting  the  re- 
turns of  votes  for  members  of  congress  and  state  se- 
nators. This  duty  having  been  accomplished,  they 
adjourned  on  the  17th. 

Votes  for  members  of  congress— Official 


Tristram  Shaw  28,870 
Ira  A Eastman  28,798 
Chas.  G.  Atherton  28,815 
Edmund  Burke  28,807 
John  R Reding  28,705 
Joel  Eastman  20,833 
Ichabod  Goodwin  20,751 
George  Y.  Sawyer  20,777 


Levi  Chamberlain  20  803 
Joseph  Sawyer  20,810 
John  Folsom  1,256 

J.  D.  Quimby  1,237 

M.  A.  Cartland  1,234 

Jared  Perkins  1,266 

Isaac  Crosby  1,245 

Scattering  451 


There  are  no  returns  from  Salem,  Eppin°-  01 
Thornton.  The  five  first  named  are  elected.  ° 
Vote  for  senators 


No.  1. 
Scattering 
Samuel  Cleaves 
James  Pickering 
No.  2. 
Scattering 
Joseph  Cilley 
Samuel  Hatch 
No.  3. 
Scattering 
David  Currier 
David  A.  Gregg 
No.  4. 
Scattering 
Simeon  B.  Little 
Peter  Renton 

No.  5. 
Scattering 
Daniel  Winkley 
George  McDaniel 
No.  6. 
Scattering 
John  Evans 
John  L.  Pt-rley 


37 

1,196 

1,477 

16 

1,455 

2,073 


1,828 

2,261 

71 

1,698 

2,481 

66 

2,227 

2,550 

180 

1,985 

3,097 


No.  7. 
Scattering 
Titus  Brown 
Humphrey  Moore 
No.  8. 
Scattering 
Luther  Farley 
Jacob  Straw 

No.  9. 
Scattering 
Francis  Holbrook 
Elijah  Belding 
Mo.  10. — (No  choice.) 
Scattering  n 

Alvah  Smith 
Jeh.  D.  Nettleton 
No.  11. 
Scattering  30 

Timothy  Kendrick  1,75 
Josiah  Quincy  2,4.3 
No.  12. 

Scattering  4 

Horace  Duncan  1.74 
Simeon  B .Tohnson  3,71 


20 

2,109 

2,400 

172 

1,031 

2,967 

127 

1,480 

2,078 


l,75f 

i,8oe 


The  senators  elected  from  No.  7 and  No,  9 ai 
whigs;  the  others  are  elected  as  Van  Buren'  mei 
Iti  No.  10  the  Van  Buren  candidate  has  a pluralil 
of  48  votes.  The  vacancy  in  that  district  will  t 
filled  by  the  legislature.  [Sfafesnmn. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  mansion  house  of  lieu t.  gov.  Winthrop,  c 
Beacon  street,  Boston,  was  sold  at  auction  oil'll 
20th  ult.  for  $42,300. 

CONNECTICUT. 

State  prison.  The  annual  report  of  the  directo 
of  this  institution  shows  the  number  of  convicts  1 
have  been  205,  74  of  whom  was  received  during  tf 
year.  There  are  147  white  males  and  46  black; 
white  females  and  5 black.  Of  the  number,  1-) 
were  born  in  Connecticut.  The  income  during  tl 
year  has  been  $22,561  20;  the  expenses  during  tl 
same  time,  $14,278  30,  leaving  the  profits  $8,2f 
90  From  1827  to  1841,  the  large  sum  of  72^21 


212 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  5.  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


dollars  had  been  earned,  of  which  $20,651  have  been 
paid  into  the  stale  treasury,  and  $14,627  expended 
on  the  prison  buildings.  During  the  past  year, 
$1,000  has  been  paid  to  the  Prison  Discipline  so- 
ciety, and  the  appropriation  of  $8,000,  ($1,000  to 
each  county),  to  aid  in  erecting  new  county  prisons 
has  been  paid.  The  property  which  is  now  on  hand 
amounts  to  $16,131,  and  there  is  due  on  notes  and 
book  account  about  $14,500.  The  warden  recom- 
mends that  the  surplus  earnings  of  the  prison  be 
appropriated  to  the  erection  and  support  of  a hospi- 
tal for  the  insane  poor  of  the  state. 

New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal.  We  intend- 
ed before  this  to  have  taken  some  notice  ot  this  ca- 
nal. At  the  present  time  we  can  say  but  a tew 
words.  Hereafter  we  may  give  some  further  ac- 
count of  this  great  public  work,  which  has  already 
cost  a million  and  a half  of  dollars.  This  canal 
runs  from  New  Haven  through  Nainden,  Cheshire, 
Southington,  Farmington,  Avon,  Simsbury,  Gran- 
by, Southwick,  Westfield,  Southampton  to  North- 
ampton, v.'here  it  enters  Connecticut  river,  and  af- 
fords a cheap,  easy  and  safe  communication  to  all 
that  part  of  the  country  with  a market.  It  is  now 
in  complete  order,  as  will  be  seen  by  an  advertise- 
ment in  our  paper  of  this  date.  We  are  informed 
that  the  present  stockholders  have  advanced  to  the 
company  large  sums  of  money  to  repair  the  breaches 
made  by  the  flood  last  winter,  and  they  have  open- 
ed the  canal  as  early  as  the  frost  would  permit,  and 
if  we  are  correctly  informed,  as  early  as  any  canal 
in  this  state  or  in  the  New  England  states.  This 
great  public  improvement  has  been  much  neglected 
for  several  years  past,  and  owing  to  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  its  stock  was  placed,  was  at  one 
time  in  great  danger  of  being  abandoned,  but  the 
stock  is  now  in  different  hands  and  differently  situ- 
ated, and  if  the  public  will  allow  that  portion  of  its 
business  to  be  done  upon  this  canal,  which  can  be 
better  done  there  than  elsewhere,  it  will  be  well 
supported,  and  that  is  all  the  company  ask. 

A model  state.  Old  Connecticut,  as  exhibited  by 
her  governor  in  his  late  message,  is  an  example  for 
her  sister  states.  Yankees  abroad  are  proverbial  for 
their  industry,  enterprise,  indomitable  energy  and 
shrewdness.  These  are  qualifications  not  picked 
up  by  travel,  but  are  peculiar,  and  belong  to  them 
as  their  natural  birthright.  Hence,  whenever  we 
see  a Yankee,  we  are  sure  to  find  a man  that  is  able 
to  take  care  of  himself— to  push  his  way  through 
the  world,  often  friendless  and  unaided,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  his  own  energy  not  unfrequently  arriv- 
ing at  the  very  pinnacle  of  distinction.  The  obser- 
vation and  experience  of  every  one  of  us  can  point 
out  many  such  an  example.  Now,  how  does  all 
this  happen?  It  is  explained  in  a word — education. 
No  sooner  can  he  articulate  than  a spelling  book  is 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  child;  to  read  and  write  be- 
comes a part  of  his  "bringing  up,”  as  much  as  eat- 
ing, drinking  and  sleeping;  and  this  is  a duty  not 
only  prompted  by  parental  affection,  but  imposed 
by  statute  provision  of  the  state.  It  is  the  policy 
of  the  state,  the  fundamental  and  primary  principle 
of  all  her  institutions,  to  give  an  education  to  all  her 
citizens;  and  as  this  has  been  her  chief  care,  the  re- 
sults have  been,  as  they  ever  must  be,  a general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  every  class  of  her 
citizens,  qualifying  them  indiscriminately  for  every 
station,  and  making  every  office  of  honor  or  profit 
accessible  to  them. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  population  of 
Connecticut  is  about  300,000,  and  that  of  this  popu- 
lation, in  the  late  census,  but  one  man  who  was  a 
citizen  was  found  who  could  not  read  and  write. — 
Are  we  not  justified,  then,  in  holding  up  Connec- 
ticut as  a model  slate?  What  a glorious  monument 
of  her  greatness,  cere  perennius,  has  slip  in  her  com- 
mon school  fund!  Well  may  her  children,  scatter- 
ed over  the  broad  face  of  the  earth,  be  proud  of  the 
place  of  their  nativity,  and  yearn  to  her  with  the 
affection  of  a child  towards  a parent;  for  she  has 
not  only  given  them  life,  but  what  makes  life  alone 
valuable— education.  [Macon  ( Ga.)  Messenger. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  legislature  closed  their  session  on  Tuesday 
the  25th  ultimo. 

The  legislature  have  passed  the  appropriation 
bill  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  bill  appro- 
priates $2,150,000  for  the  Erie  canal  enlargement, 
$300,000  for  the  Black  River  canal  and  $550,000 
for  the  Genesee  Valley  canal — total,  $3,000,000. — 
The  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  stood  77,  and 
against  it  33.  Eighteen  Van  Burpn  members  pol- 
ic'd their  votes  for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

State  stock.  Nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
state  stock  has  been  issued  to  the  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road  company  since  the  1st  of  October 
last,  and  $700,000  since  the  1st  of  January.  These 
stocks  are  at  5^  per  cent,  and  payable  in  1861. 

The  Troy  Whig  says:  The  locks  on  the  enlarged 
cansl  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city  are  double,  and  are 


constructed  of  stone  in  the  most  durable  manner. — 
The  cost  of  each  lock  will  be  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

Breach  in  the  Erie  canal.  We  learn  from  the 
Argus  that  there  is  a trench  in  the  canal  near  the 
nine  locks.  [Troy  Whig. 

Division  of  Genesee.  This  question,  which  has 
agitated  Genesee  county  and  occupied  the  legisla- 
ture for  several  years,  w as  disposed  of  on  Wednes- 
day so  far  as  the  action  of  the  house  is  involved,  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  erect  a new  county  from 
parts  of  Genesee,  to  be  called  Wyoming.  The  vote 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  was  69  to  24. 

[Albany  Argus. 

Female  convicts.  By  an  act  which  passed  the 
legislature  on  Thursday,  it  is  provided  that  “here- 
after all  female  convicts  sentenced  in  any  county 
of  this  state  to  imprisonment  in  a state  prison  shall 
be  sentenced  to  and  imprisoned  in  the  female  con- 
vict prison  at  Mount  Pleasant.” 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Governor  Porter  has  signed  the  bill  providing  for 
the  election  of  county  treasurers  by  the  people. — 
The  present  county  treasurers  are  retained  until  an 
election. 

Election.  The  special  election  for  congress,  in 
the  Fayette  and  Green  counties  district,  has  result- 
ed in  the  election  of  Beeson,  (V.  B.)  His  majority 
in  Fayette  county  is  279. 

A new  loan.  The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
has  issued  proposals  for  a loan  of  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  at  a rate  of  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly 
at  the  state  treasury,  or  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  principal  to  be  reimbursed  within  five  years; 
certificates  of  stock  for  the  said  loan  will  be  issued 
in  the  usual  form,  bearing  interest  and  reimbursable 
as  aforesaid. 

The  relief  bill.  The  following  are  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  revenue  bill  by  the  con- 
stitutional majority  of  two-thirds.  Those  in  italic 
are  the  Van  Buren  members  who  voted  for  the  bill. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Andrew's,  Banks,  Bard,  Bell, 
Boat,  Brunner,  Chrisman,  Church,  Clark,  Correy, 
Cortright,  Cox,  Cummins,  Darsie,  Dilworth,  Doug- 
luss , Dunlay,  Eyre,  Fauss,  Foieman,  Funk,  Futliey, 
Gamble , Gillis,  Gratz,  Hanna,  Higgins,  Hinch- 
rnan,  Hnleman,  Horton,  Johnson,  (Arms’g)  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  Kieffer,  Law,  Letherman,  Livingston, 
Lusk,  May,  McClure,  McCurdy,  Middleswarth, 
Miles,  Montgomery,  Musser,  Myer,  Pearson,  Pen- 
nell, Pumroy,  Rush,  Skinner,  Smith,  Smyser,  Snive- 
ly,  Snyder , Sprout,  Steel,  Titus,  Von  Neida,  Weaver, 
Wright,  Crabb,  Speaker — 62. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Apple,  Barr.  Bean, 
Bonsall,  Bioadhead,  (North),  Crousillat,  Ebaugh, 
Felton,  Flannery,  Flenniken,  Flick,  Fogel,  Gar- 
retson  Haas,  Hahn,  Hill,  Johnston,  (Westmorland), 
Kutz,  Leidy,  McCully,  McKinney,  Moore,  Painter, 
Penniman,  Pollock,  Scott,  Wilkinson— 28. 

Address  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  The  un- 
dersigned, your  senators  and  representatives,  being 
about  to  separate  after  (he  discharge  of  their  ardu- 
ous duty,  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  present  a view 
of  the  public  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  with  re- 
ference to  their  past  and  present  administration,  and 
the  hopes  which  every  good  citizen  has  a right  to 
entertain  of  a change  for  the  future.  During  the 
session  of  the  legislature  which  has  just  terminat- 
ed, they  have  labored  with  a resolute  purpose  of 
meeting  the  expectations  of  the  people  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities imposed  upon  them  by  a state  of  things 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our  country.  As 
the  expression  of  the  wants  of  the  people  reached 
them,  as  petitions  for  relief  in  a season  of  uneqnal- 
ed  distress  were  presented  to  them,  they  sought 
to  meet  these  wishes,  and  by  one  measure  of  relief 
alter  another,  such  as  have  passed  both  houses 
to  do  for  the  people  what  the  people  had  a right  to 
ask. 

Unhappily  for  those  who  sought  relief,  and  for 
the  legislature  who  desired  to  afford  it,  the  execu- 
tive authority  has  been  conferred  upon  an  indivi- 
dual, who,  exercising  it  with  no  view  but  for  the 
maintenance  ol  his  own  official  influence,  has  never 
ventured  to  indicate  his  measures  ol  either  relief  or 
reform,  or  been  willing  to  unite  with  us  in  ours. 
There  is  a course  of  official  duty  which  the  consti- 
tution contemplates  on  the  part  of  the  executive 
alike  removed  from  improper  interference  and  mys- 
terious reserve,  which,  had  it  been  pursued  by  the 
present  executive,  would  have  abridged  our  session, 
simplified  our  labors  and  enabled  us  to  return  home 
with  the  happy  assurance  that  the  government,  by 
the  concurrent  action  of  its  various  departments, 
had  relieved  the  distress  and  perplexity  of  its  con- 
stituency. That  course  is  the  same  which  the  pa- 
triot Harrison  intended  to  pursue,  to  which  his  suc- 
cessor is  pledged,  ar.d  the  reverse  of  the  dark  and 
sinuous  line  of  action  in  which  the  present  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  seems  to  delight.  It  is  not  to  dic- 
tate to  the  legislature,  who  coming  more  recently 


from  the  people  best  know  their  wants,  but  in  the 
letter  of  the  constitution  it  is  “from  time  to  time  to 
give  to  the  general  assembly,  information  of  the 
state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  suck  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedi- 
ent;” and  in  its  spirit  having  made  those  recommen- 
dations to  acquiesce  in  the  action  of  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people  unless  it  violate*  either 
the  constitution  or  some  essential  principle  of  good 
government. 

The  middle  course  between  obtrusive  interfe- 
rence and  stubborn  reserve,  the  present  execu- 
tive of  Pennsylvania  seems  unable  to  discern,  and 
the  legislature  has  been  compelled  with  no  other 
consolation  than  the  honest  effort  to  do  duty  always 
affords,  to  wait  for  weeks  and  months  unable  to  at- 
tain a glimpse  of  executive  opinions  except  when 
they  were  made  manifest  iri  vetoes  frequently  couch- 
ed in  disrespectful  language,  or  as  they  could  be 
gathered  from  the  intimations  of  accredited  parti- 
sans in  and  out  of  the  legislature  acted,  and  to 
such  embarrassment  has  the  executive  been  con- 
tent to  leave  us  to  act.  We  wish  a suffering  people 
to  understand  this  and  to  listen  to  the  proof. 

The  session  of  the  legislature  commenced  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  January,  1841.  The  state  of  lhings 
throughout  the  commonwealth  was  then  most  pe- 
culiar. The  banks  were  in  a state  of  general  sus- 
pension. The  currency  consisted  mainly  of  the 
notes  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  settlement 
of  the  small  accounts  which  form  so  large  a propor- 
tion of  the  daily  business  of  the  citizens  nothing 
w'as  accessible  but  the  illegal  and  discredited  small 
note  currency  from  abroad.  A promised  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  was  at  hand  and  every 
good  citizen  looked  forward  with  the  hope  if  not 
the  expectation  that  it  might  be  permanent  and  the 
community  might  not  soon  again  be  called  to  wit- 
ness a scene  of  universal  discredit.  There  were 
many  who  believed  that  no  permanent  resumption 
could  be  effected  without  the  beneficial  interposi- 
tion of  the  general  government,  anil  on  that  inter- 
position directed  by  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
a president  chosen  by  Pennsylvania  itself  we  con- 
fidently relied.  But  the  governor  was  not  one  of 
these.  He  relied  on  the  efficacy  ofstale  legislation 
directed  by  mere  party  impulse,  he  shared  in  none 
of  our  expectations  of  action  at  Washington,  he 
never  expressed  and  probably  never  felt  any  share 
of  the  confidence  which  the  reason  and  good  feeling 
of  the  people  reposed  in  the  w isdom  and  patriotism 
of  the  lamented  Harrison.  Now  we  ask  you  to 
mark  the  result.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1841, 
the  banks  resumed  specie  payments — on  the  first  of 
February  the  governor  negotiated  a loan  of  nearly 
800.000  dollars  w'ith  the  banks  and  mainly  w ith  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States — on  the  4th  of  Februa- 
ry the  banks  again  suspended  and  in  a state  ot  al- 
most hopeless  prostration  have  they  remained  ever 
since. 

On  the  5th  day  of  February,  the  intelligence 
of  the  calamity  reached  the  seat  of  government 
through  private  channels.  The  legislature,  alter 
pausing  to  give  the  executive  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  his  views  at  this  crisis  proceeded  with- 
out further  delay  to  do  its  duty,  and  legislate  for 
the  crying  necessities  of  the  people.  To  enable 
the  executive  to  suggest  his  remedy  for  the  evils 
then  impending,  was  due  alike  to  him  and  ourselves. 
We  wailed,  but  we  waited  in  vain.  The  executive 
functions  were  paralytic.  No  word  fell  from  the 
lips  of  the  governor,  and  so  far  as  we  or  the  public 
are  apprised  of  his  views  as  voluntarily  express- 
ed, content  with  the  present  state  of  tilings,  irre- 
deemable currency,  hopelessly  irredeemable  for  (lie 
suffering  people,  he  wrapped  himself  in  mysterious 
silence,  and  made  no  effort,  gave  no  sign  that  pro- 
mised relief. 

Not  so  your  representatives.  Unaided — uncoun- 
selled  by  "the  executive,  they  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility, and  measures  of  relief  were  originated, 
matured  and  enacted.  Mixed,  however,  w ith  the 
prayer  for  relief,  there  was  an  emphatic  demand  for 
reform;  and  it  was  with  a steady  view  to  the  coinci- 
dent ministration  of  relief  and  reform,  that  our  mea- 
sures were  prepared. 

It  was  riot  long  before  the  measure  of  hank  re- 
form and  popular  relief  W'as  exacted  by  both  houses. 
It  was  rigid  in  its  enactments  to  the  banks.  It 
was  generous  and  beneficent  for  the  people.  It  li- 
mited the  powers  ot  bank  officers  and  directors.  It 
checked  inordinate  banking  operations.  It  was  not 
the  extravagant  privilege  of  disregarding  law.  It 
was  the  privilege  which  necessity  enacted,  and  it 
was  nothing  more.  But  with  tiiat  privilege  were  con- 
nected vital  measures  of  reform,  which  the  people 
had  long  demanded.  So  far  as  the  legislature  was 
concerned,  their  duty  was  promptly  and  faithlully 
performed. 

Nor  was  it  fill  the  legislature  had  thus  acted,  that 
any  executive  intimation  was  made.  It  came,  as 
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USl|i»  the  form  of  a peremptory  refusal  to  ac- 
qn.e  in  the  views  of  the  representatives  of  the 
|)ee,  and  it  left  the  legislature  to  mature  its  mea- 
sii  again,,  and  guessing  at  the  varying  opinions 
0jft  executive  to  try  to  enact  laws  which  might 
c^rifl  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  he  con- 
sult with  public  policy  and  constitutional  requisi- 
te. 

fitli  what  an  anxious  desire  to  regulate  our 
,rse  by  wise  and  disinterested  views,  to  do  what 
eculiar  exigency  required  and  no  more,  to  con- 
ate  our  political  adversaries,  and  for  once  to  unite 
;h  them,  or  pursuade  them  to  unite  with  us,  in  a 
jnmon  effort  to  relieve  the  suffering  community, 
ase  who  were  immediate  spectators  of  the  scene 
st  can  tell.  One  ol  the  undersigned  representing 
e feelings  of  us  all,  in  the  senate,  expressly  ten- 
ered  to  the  friends  of  the  executive  the  assurance 
f an  earnest  desire  to  bury  mere  party  feeling, 
nd  co-operate  cordially  in  measures  at  which  no 
iarty  cavil  could  be  uttered.  But  it  was  in  vain. 
1'he  only  answer  was  derision  of  the  offer,  and  a 
scornful  denial  of  the  existence  of  all  distress  among 
our  constituents. 

Not  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  all  these  efforts, 
the  undersigned  again  matured  a measure  of  relief, 
designed  to  effect  the  great  object  in  the  attainment 
of  which,  we  believe,  the  hopes  of  our  suffering 
constituents  were  involved.  Would  our  constitu- 
ents have  seen  what  we  have  seen  and  know  what 
we  have  known,  they  would  still  more  highly  ap- 
preciate our  reasonable  anxiety  to  give  relief.  Not 
only  was  the  corn  in u ri i l y generally  agonized,  b it  on 
certain  classes  the  pressure  of  the  times  fell  with 
peculiar  severity.  The  contracts  on  the  unfinish- 
ed lines  of  the  public  works  were  made  on  the  faith 
of  the  commonwealth,  solemnly  and  sacredly  pledg- 
ed by  agents  who,  however  unfaithful  to  their  trusts 
were  still  the  agents  of  the  state.  After  the  ad- 
journment ol  the  last  legislature,  the  canal  commis- 
sioners, holding  Iheir  offices  at  the  will  of  the  go- 
vernor, aware  that  the  appropriations  were  expend- 
ed or  insufficient,  prosecuted  the  public  works.  Of 
this  action,  we  do  not  feel  disposed  to  speak  further 
than  to  say,  that  the  executive  who  would  thus 
willingly  incur  debts,  ought  to  be  as  willing  to  pay 
them,  and  not  to  deny  poor  justice  to  those  who 
suffer  by  his  acts.  The  contractors  who  in  full 
confidence,  trusted  the  commonwealth,  have  come 
to  us  and  told  their  piteous  tale;  their  property  sa- 
crificed, their  toil  w asted,  debts  incurred,  executions 
impending,  ruin  staring  themselves  and  families  in 
the  face,  the  disgrace  of  insolvency  staining  their 
character,  and  debtors  prison  waiting  to  receive 
them.  1 he  counties  of  Erie,  of  Crawford,  of  Bea- 
ver, of  Dauphin,  Huntingdon,  Centre,  Lycoming, 
of  Mercer,  of  Columbia,  Northumberland,  Luzerne, 
of  Brandford  and  Susquehanna,  are  filled  with  suf- 
ferers like  these.  We  have  listened,  and  listened 
with  pity  to  their  story  of  sulfering,  and  though 
great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  policy  of 
future  expenditure  on  the  unfinished  lines,  none 
of  us  are  insensible  to  (he  slate’s  obligation  to  pay 
her  just  debls.  It  is  the  executive  alone,  who, 
without  authority  of  law,  persists,  in  his  refusal  to 
pay  them. 

To  give  relief,  and  do  justice  to  these  creditors, 
the  legislature  lias  labored  long  and  anxiously;  and 
in  the  hope  of  giving  this  relief,  was  the  measure 
to  which  they  have  referred  in  a great  measure  ma- 
tured. 

The  debts  due  for  repairs  alone,  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  dollars,  due  ge- 
nerally lo  poor  men  who  have  contiibuted  their  la- 
bor lo  keep  the  public  works  in  such  condition  that 
they  may  render  revenue  to  the  commonwealth. 
Cases  of  individual  hardship  have  been  brought  out 
to  view  at  which  any  heart  would  sicken,  exceptthe 
cold  and  callous  hearts  of  those,  who,  elevated  above 
the  sympaihies  of  ordinary  humanity,  can  use  the 
benefit  of  labor,  and  yet  deny  to  it  its  just  reward. 

It  was  to  pay  those  debts  too,  that  the  undersigned 
have  anxiously  labored. 

The  other  public  creditors,  to  those  by  whose 
pecuniary  coutiibntioris  the  internal  improvement 
system  has  been  constructed,  there  was  due  al  least 
an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  discharge  ils 
obligations.  Relying  loo  confidently  on  the  pro- 
fessions of  the  executive,  that  by  no  act  of  his 
should  the  state  credit  he  impaired  or  Ihe  public  faith 
violated,  we  assume  the  hazardous  responsibility  of 
exacting  from  the  people  new  contributions  to  the 
common  cause  1 he  ruinous  and  disgraceful  sys- 
tem of  borrowing  to  pay  interest  the  undersigned 
thought  and  still  think  ought  to  be  arrested.  They 
have  endeavored  to  do  so,  and  if  they  had  failed, 
the  responsibility  would  not  be  theirs.  The  state 
credit  must  and  ought  at  all  hazards  and  at  any  cost 
to  be  sustained.  The  state  debt  is  the  aggregate  of 
every  man’s  promise,  and  if  dishonor  rest  on  the 


individual  who  violates  his  word  far  deeper  and 
fouler  is  that  dishonor  which  will  pursue  the  com- 
munity, which  wantonly  and  causelessly  disregards 
its  obligations  and  taking  contributions  from  the 
hand  of  generous  confidence,  now  entrenches  itself 
within  its  constitutional  immunity  and  refuses  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  its  unquestioned  debls. 
There  is  but  one  mode  of  sustaining  credit,  and  to 
that  the  legislature  has  resorted. 

The  measure  thus  matured,  finally  passed  the 
legislature  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  on  the  1st  of 
May  it  was  returned  to  us  with  the  executive  ob- 
jections. To  that  measure  ami  to  those  objections 
we  ask  your  best  attention.  They  are  in  all  re- 
spects worthy  of  it.  It  was  a measure  which  will 
at  once  relieve  the  pressure  of  immediate  liability 
on  Ihe  commonwealth,  pay  its  domestic  creditors, 
afford  relief  to  the  people  by  a moderate  and  well 
regulated  amount  of  small  note  currency,  save  a 
large  amount  ol  inteiest  on  the  public  debt,  and 
give  to  the  banks  such  relief  as  for  the  sake  of  the 
community  it  was  proper  to  afford  to  them — but  it 
did  more,  and  to  this  we  invite  especial  attention. 
It  provided  for  a reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the 
government — it  expressly  prohibited  the  entangle- 
ment of  the  commonwealth  in  new  contracts,  the 
burthen  of  which  would  ultimately  fall  on  the  peo- 
ple themselves — and  above  all  it  specially  appropri- 
ated the  money  to  be  raised  to  certain  objects  and 
made  it  an  offence  agaiii3t  the  law  lor  its  officers  to 
infringe  upon  the  appropriations.  There  was  to 
he  no  transfer  of  money  from  this  fund,  to  that  fund; 
no  drawings  from  one  pocket  to  pay  into  another; 
no  concealing  deficiencies  of  defalcations  by  inge- 
nious transfers — no  puzzling  the  public  mind  by  in- 
tricate accounts;  but  every  cent  of  revenue  raised 
had  its  appropriate  object  indicated,  and  neither  the 
executive  nor  his  agents,  could  without  detection 
misapply  it.  This  constitutional  “coercion”  we 
thought  we  had  a right  toapply,  and  yet  it  is  of  this 
restraint,  which  the  constitution  itself  enjoins,  and 
which  we  were  bound  to  prescribe,  that  the  execu- 
tive complains  as  a dangerous  encroachment  on  his 
prerogative.  From  this  complaint  we  again  appeal 
to  the  popularjudginent  to  sanction  a measure  which 
would  deserve  approval  if  it  contained  no  other  pro- 
vision than  this.  We  trust  that  no  legislature  will 
ever  be  dissuaded  or  deterred  from  imposing  this 
wholesome  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  executive 
on  the  treasury. 

So  far  as  the  relief  bill  affected  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  state,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the 
undersigned,  they  found  the  views  of  the  governor 
on  one  point  suddently  become  consonant  with 
theirs.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session  he  denounc- 
ed small  notes  as  an  evil  which  was  on  every  ac- 
count to  be  avoided  and  strenuously  urged  the  pro- 
hibition of  notes  under  ten  dollars.  At  that  time 
the  people  were  suffering  for  the  want  of  this  cur- 
rency, but  the  executive  prejudices  were  obdurate. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  session  his  views  were 
unchanged.  So  late  as  the  8th  of  April,  when  he 
vetoed  the  reform  bank  bill  he  still  profes-ed  hostili- 
ty to  small  notes  even  to  a limited  amount,  and  made 
this  one  of  his  objections  to  that  measure  of  salu- 
tary regulation.  By  his  recent  veto  it  however  ap- 
pears that  within  a short  time  the  executive  on  this 
subject  has  changed  his  ground,  and  that  influenc- 
ed by  considerations  which  he  has  not  indicated  and 
in  relation  to  which  in  charity  we  will  not  pretend 
to  speculate,  he  too  is  in  favor  of  this  mode  of  relief 
to  the  community.  We  apprehend  that  the  people 
will  appreciate  the  sincerity  of  his  past  professions 
and  feel  the  due  gratitude  lor  his  acquiescence  in 
(heir  wishes. 

Not  discouraged  yet  but  anxious  to  preserve  the 
public  credit  at  all  hazards,  in  older  to  save  the  ex- 
ecutive from  the  stain  which  must  rest  on  him,  and 
on  him  alone,  if  by  Ihe  course  he  has  thought  fit  to 
pursue  the  legislature  were  forced  to  adjourn  with- 
out definite  action,  still  perplexed  by  obscure  inti- 
mations of  his  will,  and  sympathising  deeply  with 
the  suffering  people,  the  undersigned  determined 
to  act  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  accordingly 
passed  the  measure  of  relief  by  a constitutional  ma- 
jority. If  public  gratitude  be  due,  no  share  of  it  is 
due  to  the  executive. 

It  is  a measure  of  compromise  to  which  we  ask 
the  cordial  and  generous  consideration  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  a measure  of  necessity  amidst  surround- 
ing difficulties.  It  is  a measure  which  gives  relief' 
and  deserves  the  popular  approval. 

Such  has  been  our  general  course  of  action  on 
the  great  measure  of  relief  and  reform — and  to  that 
action  thus  thwarted  and  perplexed,  we  confident- 
ly invite  your  candid  and  generous  consideration. 
Could  the  governor  have  been  induced  to  depart 
from  his  oracular  reserve,  and  appealing  to  the  im- 
partial judgment  of  the  people,  a reliance  which 
never  fails,  frankly  have  indicated  his  views  or  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  take  counsel,  free  and 


honest  counsel  with  the  legislature  on  such  sub- 
ject, much  time  and  expense  might  have  been 
spared,  and  long  ago  might  we  have  returned  to 
those  who  sent  us  hither  and  told  them  that  coun- 
sels ol  patriotism  had  prevailed,  popular  necessities 
been  relieved,  and  whoh-some  reform  enforced.  If 
the  result  had  been  different,  the  responsibility 
would  not  be  with  us.  If  vve  had  left  the  people 
without  relief,  we  should  have  left  them  in  the 
hands  ofttie  executive. 

But  ttiis  engrossing  subject  is  not  the  only  one 
for  which  legislation  was  needed.  Nor  is  it  the 
only  one  in  which  the  wishes  of  the  people  have 
been  frustrated  by  the  unstable  and  perverse  will 
of  the  executive. 

At  least  ten  executive  vetoes  disfigured  the  jour- 
nals of  this  session,  and  in  but  one  of  them  has  Ihe 
governor  pretended  to  indicate  other  than  conside- 
rations ol  local  expediency  of  which  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  believed  they  were  the  best 
judges.  And  in  this  single  exception,  strange  as  it 
may  seem  to  our  fellow  citizens,  so  few  of  whom 
are  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
under  which  we  live,  the  governor  founded  his  ob- 
jections on  a clause  in  an  obsolete  constitution 
which  more  than  two  years  ago  was  abrogated  by  a 
vote  of  1 lie  people.  Nor  had  t tie  executive  the 
manliness  either  to  admit  the  error,  if  error  it  was, 
or  assign  the  true  cause  of  the  misrepresentation 
until  it  had  been  discovered  and  rebuked  by  the  vi- 
gilant action  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
For  proof  of  this  assertion,  now  made  with  regret 
but  from  a sense  of  justice,  the  undersigned  refer 
to  the  journals,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  in  a mes- 
sage on  the  10th  February  last,  the  governor  quot- 
ed as  in  force  the  old  constitution  as  justifying  his 
negative  to  an  important  bill;  and  that  on  the  12th, 
not  how'ever,  until  after  the  wis-quotation  had  been 
detected  in  the  house  of  representatives,  he  ac- 
knowledged it  in  a supplemental  communication 
and  attributed  it  to  a mistake  in  transcribing.  No 
one  can  read  the  passage  with  the  context,  and  be- 
lieve it  was  an  accidental  error.  We  ask  the  peo- 
ple to  examine  the  journal  and  then  judge  for  them- 
selves. 

This  is  Ihe  solitary  instance  in  which  the  gover- 
nor has  frustrated  our  legislation  on  account  even 
of  pretended  constitutional  scruples.  A few  in- 
stances of  his  abuse  of  the  power  the  constitution 
has  conferred  on  him  are  fresh  in  our  recollection. 
They  will  show  to  the  people  how  the  public  time 
has  been  wasted  by  the  constant  and  frivolous  exe- 
cutive interference. 

It  became  necessary  to  supply  the  omission  o a 
prothonotary  in  Huntingdon  county  to  note  the  re- 
cord of  a deed  bearing  an  entailed  estate — a peti- 
tion was  presented,  referred  and  examined,  and  a 
bill  to  the  effect  required  was  passed  into  a law. — 
No  remonstrance  was  presented  though  ample  time 
was  alforded.  No  public  policy  was  affected.  The 
bill  passed  in  connexion  with  an  important  public 
bill  extending  to  all  religious  societies  without  dis- 
tinction, the  right  to  hold  lands  for  churches  and 
burial  grounds.  Notwithstanding  the  public  exi- 
gency, and  for  no  adequate  reason,  the  executive 
returned  the  measure  with  his  unexplained  objec- 
tions. The  stain  of  religious  intolerance  was  left 
on  our  statute  book,  and  the  public  time  was  wast- 
ed by  the  necessity  of  re-enacting  that  which  was 
confessedly  unexceptionable. 

If  the  people  of  Lancaster  county  desire  to  abo- 
lish an  useless  court  prostitu  ted  to  parly  uses,  the 
executive  differing  in  opinion,  but  suggesting  no 
constitutional  difficulty,  vetoes  the  bill  but  suggests 
Ihe  reference  of  the  question  to  the  votes  of  a por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  county. 

It  according  to  his  suggestion,  the  question  is  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  of  all  who  contribute  lo  the 
support  of  the  court  have  a right  to  decide  on  its 
continuance,  the  obduracy  of  executive  will  is  not 
softened,  and  he  vetoes  the  bill  again,  because  he 
thinks  on  the  question  differently  from  the  repre- 
sentatives whom  the  people  of  the  very  county  has 
elected. 

But  worse  than  all — thegovernor  will  not  permit 
the  legislature  even  to  regulate  the  discipline  of  a 
county  prison — a bill  providing  for  a change  in  the 
mode  of  appointment  of  inspectors,  warden  and 
door  keepers  of  a prison  in  Chester  county  was 
passed  by  both  bouses,  and  has  been  vetoed  by  the 
governor  for  no  other  pretext  than  that  which  dif- 
fering views  of  expediency  afforded.  The  people 
must  judge  of  this  abuse  of  power. 

If  this  be  tolerated — if  on  all  questions  of  local 
interest  when  the  people  have  spoken  first  in  the 
choice  of  representatives,  then  through  those  repre- 
sentatives, and  the  legislature  has  exercised  its 
sound  and  honest  discretion,  the  executive  is  to  in- 
terfere and  thus  defy  the  popular  will,  far  better 
would  it  be  to  dispense  with  the  complicated  sys- 
tem of  popular  representation,  its  expense  and  its 
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delays,  and  give  to  the  government  that  unity  of 
design  which  appears  in  the  view  of  the  executive 
would  seem  to  be  its  perfection. 

At  any  other  period  than  this,  the  undersigned 
are  free  to  adufit  that  they  believe  a different  course 
would  have  been  pursued  by  the  governor.  A 
wanton  abuse  of  \nower  without  object,  they  are 
disposed  to  attribute  to  no  public  functionary.  But 
on  the  eve  of  an  election,  when  the  incumbent  of 
the  executive  office  is  a candidate  for  re-election, 
the  infirmity  of  human  nature,  always  developed  in 
the  teoaciousness  of  office,  is  only  overcome  by  a 
spirit  of  independence,  such  as  even  by  his  friends 
is"not  claimed  for  the  present  executive.  To  re- 
tain the  possession  of  patronage  and  power,  to  cul- 
tivate factions  of  party  influences  however  minute 
— whether  among  the  tip  staves  of  a mayor’s  court, 
or  the  turnkeys  of  a county  goal, — to  secure  all 
doubtful  friends — to  dispense  with  the  execution  of 
the  laws — to  pardon  admitted  libellers  before  trial, 
and  give  a plenary  indulgence  to  them  to  violate 
all  law  hereafter,  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  re-election  operating  on  unscrupulous 
partisans.  The  undersigned  have  had  no  reason  to 
regard  the  present  possessors  of  power  to  be  ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule. 

Sensible  to  this  exposure  to  temptation  and 
yielding  to  the  expression  of  public  opinion  on  this 
point,  the  undersigned  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session  procured  the  passage  of  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  limiting  the  executive  to  a single 
term.  If  on  any  one  point  the  public  voice  has 
spoken,  it  is  on  this.  The  promise  of  the  venerat- 
ed Harrison,  a promise,  the  sincerity  of  which  even 
political  animosity  did  not  question  that  in  noevent 
would  he  be  a candidate  for  rerelection,  and  his 
opinion  that  such  an  amendmeritto  thefedeial  con- 
stitution was  desirable,  has  consecrated  this  one 
term  principle  in  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  each  day’s  experience  tends  to 
ripen  that  sentiment  into  deliberate  judgment. — 
Does  any  one  doubt  that  had  the  present  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  been  ineligible  for  a second  term 
he  would  not  have  more  faithfully  discharged  his 
High  duties  and  would  have  raised  himself  beyond 
the  sphere  of  party  movement  to  which  he  seems 
to  be  confined?  Unfavorable  as  is  the  judgment 
which  the  undersigned  have  been  compelled  to 
form  of  the  present  executive  they  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  his  conduct  and  policy  would 
have  bfcen  different  had  the  temptation  to  do  wrong 
been  withheld. 

Before  the  4th  of  March  last,  when  the  present 
governor  was  renominated,  the  amendment  to  the 
constitution  had  passed  the  senate  where  it  was  re 
sisted  by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  and  was 
under  consideration  in  the  house  of  representatives 
It  afterwards  passed  the  house  of  representatives  by 
an  overwhelming  majority,  but  eight  members  vot 
ing  in  the  minority,  and  they  all  credited  friends  of 
the  executive. 

It  must  next  indirectly  be  submitted  to  the  peo 
pie,  always  the  last  and  surest  resort,  and  by  them 
at  the  next  general  election  it  must  be  decided.  We 
submit  it  to  you  as  part  of  our  acts.  Having  weigh 
ed  it  well,  having  looked  at  it  in  all  its  relations  to 
the  interests  of  the  people  which  we  were  sent  here 
to  guard,  we  submit  it  to  you  and  to  your  decision 
now  as  ever  shall  we  submit.  The  next  legislature 
must  revise  this  act  of  ours  and  we  appeal  to  you  to 
make  this  the  test  hereafter. 

There  was  one  matter  of  geat  public  interest  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  was  early 
called.  They  refer  to  the  condition  of  the  public 
works,  and  to  the  abuses  which  were  supposed  to 
exist  there.  There  was  a prevalant  opinion  among 
the  people  that  the  canal  commissioners,  dependant 
immediately  on  the  executive,  had  prostituted  thei 
high  functions,  and  had  bestowed  on  personal  and 
political  favorites  a large  share  of  the  patronage 
which  unhappily  for  the  people,  they  are  authoris 
ed  to  dispense.  The  public  has  been  startled  from 
its  confidence  by  the  astonishing  disclosure  that  the 
public  works  during  the  last  two  years  under  111 
care  of  the  present  canal  board  have  cost  for  ma 
nagement  and  repair  the  sum  of  two  millions  one 
undred  and  fifty-five  dollars,  on  an  average  of  one 
million  and  seventy-five  thousand  and  forty  dollars 
for  each  year  of  governor  Porter’s  administration, 
whilst  during  the  late  administration  the  average 
even  at  periods  of  extraordinary  accident  never  ex 
ceeded  eight  hundred  and  six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  ninety-six  dollars.  Unable  to  account  for  this 
by  any  theory  but  that  w'hich  is  founded  on  con 
viction  of  the  want  of  integrity  of  the  public  agents 
and  earnestly  desiring  lo  restore  public  confident 
to  the  magnificent  system  of  improvements  for  which 
so  much  has  been  expended  and  in  the  success  of 
which  the  best  hopes  of  the  people  are  centered, 
the  house  of  representatives  soon  after  its  organize 


net  of  the  canal  board.  Its  results  will  soon  be 
before  the  world  and  to  those  results  we  direct  your 
early  attention.  They  justify  suspicion — they  au- 
thorise and  demand  the  strongest  reprobation — they 
are  the  results  of  calm  and  deliberate  inquiry  in 
which  justice  was  fairly  done,  ample  opportunity  of 
exculpation  afforded,  witnesses  were  publicly  ex- 
amined and  cross  examined,  and  the  canal  commis- 
sioners will  stand  before  the  public,  convicted  on 
nquestioned  evidence  of  gross  and  palpable  abuse 
of  power.  Who  can  wonder  at  the  increasing  ex 
lenditure  on  our  public  works,  when  they  read  and 
lear  of  such  instances  as  one  or  two,  which  taken 
at  random  from  the  report  of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee, are  but  specimens  of  worse  and  more  start- 
ing developments  hereafter. 

It  became  necessary  to  purchase  ropes  for  the  in- 
clined planes.  The  best  article  was  offered  by  ma- 
nufacturers of  unquestioned  merit  and  could  have 
been  procured  for  the  aggregate  amount  of  $7,877. 

A political  partisan  offered  it  to  the  disposers  of  the 
public  bounty  for  $9,049.  The  competition  was 
no  longer  equal,  the  partisan  obtained  the  contract, 
and  on  Inis  one  article  the  commonwealth  lost 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars. 

It  became  necessary  to  relay  eleven  miles  of  rail 
road  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  in  un- 
questioned proof  that  this  work  might  have  been 
done,  and  well  done  for  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

It  was  done  and  cost  the  commonwealth  fifty-four 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars,  caus- 
ing a loss  of  more  than  eighteen  thousand  dollars , for 
reasons  no  doubt  as  patriotic  as  those  which  regulat- 
ed the  purchase  of  ropes. 

Among  the  largest  and  most  important  work  on 
our  canal  line  is  the  construction  of  the  reservoir 
near  Hollidaysbttrg.  For  this  work  three  offers 
were  made,  and  the  contract  given  to  a political 
friend — at  what  cost,  to  you  fellow  citizens,  will 
thus  appear: 

Forgrubbingand  clearing,  two  contractors  offered 
to  do  it  for  $350;  John  Mitchell  charged  $700,  and 
has  the  contract. 

For  rock  excavation,  two  contractors  offered  thir- 
ty-nine cents,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  has  it  for  forty-eight 
cents. 

For  common  excavation  below  water — two  con- 
tractors offered,  one  twenty  and  one  twenty-four 
cents,  but  Mr.  Mitchell  offered  thirty-three  cents, 
and  he  has  the  contract  too. 

For  good  earth  embankment  one  contractor  of- 
fered seventeen  cents  arid  one  fifteen  cents,  but  Mr. 
Mitchell  has  done  it  for  twenty-five  cents. 

For  coarse  stuff  embankment  one  contractor  of- 
fered nineteen  cents,  another  seventeen  cents,  and 
Mr.  Mitchell  has  it  for  thirty  cents,  and  so  it  will 
appear  throughout  till  it  is  demonstrable  that  the 
loss  to  the  commonwealth  in  this  one  work  will  not 
be  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  western  reservoir  it  was  ascertained  that 
it  cost  the  state  upwards  of  twenty-two  thousand 
dollars  to  clear  from  timber  about  four  hundred 
acres. 

Had  no  other  inducement  existed,  there  would 
have  been  in  these  disclosures  enough  to  justily  im- 
mediate action  and  a change  in  the  tenure  of  these 
canal  commissioners.  A bill  was  immediately  ma- 
tured to  that  effect,  with  the  design  of  changing  the 
tenure  and  giving  to  the  legislature  and  the  govern- 
ment a concurrent  power  of  appointment.  But  the 
tenaciousness  with  which  power  holds  on  to  patron- 
age, was  not  to  be  relaxed,  and  this  measure  adapt- 
ed to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  their  necessities 
fell  before  the  veto  power.  The  executive  suggest- 
ed a reference  to  a veto  of  the  people,  to  that  sug- 
gestion we  have  acceded,  and  there  is  now  in  his 
hands  a bill  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Its  fate  we  do 
not  pretend  to  conjecture.  Let  the  people  wait  on 
the  executive  decision. 

We  are  now  about  to  separate  and  to  mingle  with 
our  constituents.  We  shall  find  them  oppressed  by 
difficulty  and  embarrassment,  such  as  we  have  la- 
bored anxiously  to  alleviate  and  remove.  The  pe- 
riod will  soon  come  when  the  popular  will  is  to  be 
again  expressed,  and  the  question  is  to  be  again  de- 
termined into  whose  hands  the  executive  power  of 
the  state  is  to  be  entrusted  for  tile  next  three  years. 
What  that  decision  will  be,  we  do  not  doubt.  The 
events  of  the  winter  have  added  to  the  necessity  of 
the  change — and  to  that  change  alone  must  the  peo- 
ple look  lor  permanent  and  substantial  relief. 
Members  of  the  senate. 


Members  of  the  house  of  representatives. 


Hugh  Andrews, 
James  Banks, 
Richard  Bard, 
Joseph  A.  Bell, 
Jacob  Bruner, 

John  B Chrisman, 
S H.  Clark, 
William  K.  Correy, 
J.  F.  Cox, 

John  Cummins, 
George  Darsie, 
William  Dilworth, 
James  D.  Dunlap, 
Joshua  P.  Eyre, 
George  L.  Fauss, 
Jacob  Foreman, 
John  Funk, 

Robert  Futhey, 
Jacob  Gratz, 

John  Hanna, 

Joseph  Higgans, 

B.  M.  Hinchman, 
M.  T.  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Kerr, 
Christian  Kieffpr, 


Edward  E.  Law, 
Jonathan  Leatherman, 
Isaac  Lightner, 
Samuel  Livingstop, 
Joseph  McClure, 
Daniel  McClure, 

Ner  Middleswartll, 
J.G.  Miles, 

James  Montgomery, 
Benjamin  Musser, 
Tsaac  Meyer, 

J.  S.  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pennell, 
Joseph  Pumroy, 

John  Rush, 

Stephen  Skinner, 

G.  Rush  Smith, 
Daniel  M.  Smyser, 
Andrew  Snively, 
James  Sprott, 

Serah  Titus, 

Jacob  Steel, 

Philip  Yon  Neida, 
Daniel  Washabaugh, 
William  A.  Crabb, 


lion  instituted  a thorough  investigation  into  the  con-  John  Mathers, 


Samuel  M.  Barclay, 
Nathaniel  Brooke, 
Abraham  Brower, 
Elihu  Case, 

Thomas  E.  Cochran, 
William  Hiester, 
John  T.  Huddleson, 
Robert  P.  Maclay, 


John  J.  Pearson, 
William  B.  Reed, 
Henry  S.  Spackman, 
Joseph  M.  Sterrett, 
John  Strohm, 

Charles  C.  Sullivan, 
Thomas  Williams, 
John  H.  Ewing. 


Harrisburg,  May  5,  1841. 

DELAWARE. 

Laws.  The  Journal  says — “We  have  just  seen 
the  volume  of  laws  passed  at  the  lale  session  of  our 
legislature.  It  is  quite  a large  volume,  and  shows 
that  the  legislature  was  not  idle  during  their  brief 
session.  We  regard  the  Delaware  assembly  as  a 
model  for  the  imitation  of  other  states.  It  is  the 
smallest  legislative  body  in  the  union,  has  the  shortest 
sitting,  and  contains  the  least  number  of  those  ex- 
pensive animals,  talkers.  The  cost  incurred  for  le- 
gislation by  this  state  is  a mere  trifle.  True,  we  are 
not  blessed  with  the  veto  system,  which  dooms  the 
law  maker,  Sysiphus-like,  to  roll  their  cumbrous 
labors  to  the  top  of  the  hill  only  to  be  rolled  back 
again.  For  the  perfect  working  of  this  system,  see 
Pennsylvania.” 

VIRGINIA. 

The  convection  ofthe  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
of  Virginia,  closed  its  session  on  Saturday  at  Alex- 
andria. The  Gazette  states  that  the  right  rev. 
bishop  Meade,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  which 
has  been  infirm  for  some  time  past,  will  be  absent 
front  his  charge  for  tile  next  three  or  four  months, 
and  intends  to  embark  in  the  next  steam  packet  from 
Boston  for  Liverpool. 

NORTH  CAROLTNA. 

Episcopal  convention.  The  annual  convention  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  the  diocese  of  N. 
Carolina,  opened  at  St.  James’  church  in  that  town 
on  Wednesday  last.  The  bishop  of  the  dioceses 
was  present,  as  were  nineteen  of  the  clergy  of  the 
same;  being  the  whole  number  but  three.  The  rev. 
Dr.  May,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Lyman, 
of  the  diocese  of  Maryland,  were  also  present  as 
visitois.  [Wilmington,  (N.  C.)  Chron. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Yellow  fever.  Observations  made  in  Charleston, 
at  various  periods,  in  reference  to  the  yellow  fever, 
go  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  not 
equally  fatal  to  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  Ac- 
cording to  a paragraph  in  the  Alexandria  Gazette 
on  this  subject,  the  deaths  of  the  blacks,  who  form, 
at  least,  one-third  ofthe  population,  have  only  been 
at  the  rate  of  a half  per  cent,  while  the  French 
have  lost  at  the  rate  of  one,  the  Germans  one  and  a 
half,  the  Dutch  two,  the  Americans  three  and  the 
English  four  per  cent.  Generally  speaking,  per- 
sons of  a sanguine  temperament  have  been  most  in 
danger,  for  the  mortality  among  them  has  amount- 
ed to  a tenth,  while  among  bilious  people  it  has 
been  only  a fiftieth.  Females  have  suffered  much 
less  than  males. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  This  gentleman  has  been  on  a 
visit  to  his  son  residing  in  Marengo  county,  Ala. 
The  Montgomery  Advertiser  gives  a brief  abstract 
of  a speech  made  by  him  in  that  city  on  the  6th 
inst. 

, The  abstract  of  his  speech  says:  “Of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a national  bank,  as  the  most  prominent 
of  these  measures — he  spoke  more  fully — ot  the 
original  attempt  to  insert  the  power  of  chartering 
such  an  institution  in  the  convention,  the  plain, 
positive  and  decided  negative  put  upon  that  attempt, 
the  manner  in  which  that  negative,  followed  as  it 
was  by  an  express  act  of  congress  as  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  was  evaded 
by  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  finally  set  at  naught  bylhe 
establishment  of  a national  bank.” 

By  the  side  of  ttiis,  says  the  Baltimore  American, 
we  may  place  the  following  short  extract  from  one 
of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  speeches  in  the  senate,  not  long 
prior  to  1837: 
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“I  inio-ht  sjVith  truth,  that  the  bank  owes  as 
much  to"me  asany  other  individual  ill  ttie  coun- 
try; and  I mi‘even  add,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
m!/  efforts , it  id  not  have  been  chartered." 

Mr.  Senalal'esl°n  addressed  a large  meeting  of 
the  friends  administration  in  Charleston  on 
the  22nd. 

GEORGIA. 

The  edifi/f  the  Legrange  high  school,  in  Toup 
county,  waS*troyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  Tues- 
day, the  1 instant,  together  with  all  the  books 
and  appara  both  chemical  and  philosophical,  be- 
longing t<*  institution.  Loss,  from  6,000  to 
$7,000. 

Bank  of  the  State. 


Dr%  Resources. 


To  notes01*9.  ike.  discounted. 

1,746,568  09 

Rillcexchange  discounted. 

219,033  91 

Reali,e> 

25,775  81 

Bant  houses  and  lots, 

81,257  00 

18,409  04 

Inc  tal  expenses, 

4,834  65 

Aoinent  oi  a iudument. 

5,100  00 

pr(t  account. 

543  25 

Bgtes  due  from  other  banks. 

93,006  68 

r do.  branches, 

56,844  26 

j do.  Bank  of  the 

/state  of  Georgia, 

21,731  79 

Wof  branches  on  hand. 

21,160  00 

jy/her  banks  on  hand,  $93,868 

00 

fie  on  hand,  237,602 

49 

/ 

331,470  49 

* 

$2,625,734  97 

Cj  Liabilities. 

jppital  stock, 

$1,500,000  00 

ills  in  circulation,* 

449,404  00 

iscount  account. 

73,579  58 

ividends  unclaimed. 

6,183  00 

urplus  fund. 

81,294  39 

ialances  due  to  other  banks. 

166,823  80 

Do.  do.  bank  of  the  state  of 

Georgia, 

62,396  32 

Balances  due  to  branches, 

40,470  15 

Individual  deposites, 

242,582  73 

#2,625,734  97 
A.  PORTER,  cashier. 

Singular  state  of  affairs  in  Georgia.  The  last 
ontgomery  Journal  discloses  a singular  state  of 
I airs  in  Barbour  county,  in  that  state.  The  peo- 
e have  resisted  the  authority  of  a judge,  and  re- 
ise  to  recognize  a writ  of  “habeas  corpus”  issued 
y judge  Pickens.  The  history  of  the  case  is  given 
irietiy  as  lollows: 

George  W.  Lore,  was  arrested  some  months  since 
in  suspicion  of  highway  robbery,  accompanied  by  a 
most  foul  and  horrid  murder,  was  admitted  to  bail 
by  judge  Booth  after  a trial  had  been  made,  on  ques- 
tionable security,  as  was  supposed  by  many  of  the 
citizens  of  Barbour.  Suspicion  in  the  matter  led 
to  an  examination,  when  no  bond  could  be  found  in 
the  clerk’s  office,  and  as  the  gentlemen  who  have 
Lore  in  charge,  state  in  their  answer  to  the  re- 
quisition of  judge  Pickens,  there  was  no  evidence 
ttiat  one  had  ever  been  executed.  Under  these 
circumstances  they  state  in  substance,  that  enter- 
taining no  doubt  of  the  guilt  of  Lore,  they  arrested 
him  as  he  was  about  to  escape  from  the  country, 
and  are  determined  to  retain  linn  till  the  production 
of  a sufficient  bond,  or  be  brought  to  trial.  They 
have,  says  the  “Shield,”  consequently  fortified  the 
jail  at  Glenville,  in  which  Lore  is  confined,  from  a 
determination  to  resist  his  surrender  at  all  hazards. 

This  is  certainly  a curious  and  extraordinary  state 
of  things,  and  may  well,  as  it  does,  excite  anxity  as 
to  its  result.  The  persons  who  detain  the  prisoner, 
contrary  to  the  writ  of  “habeas  corpus,”  state  their 
reasons  in  very  respectful  language,  and  the  affair  as 
it  now  stands,  presents  the  singular  spectacle  of  the 
people  in  collision  with  their  judiciary,  and  resist- 
ing the  officers  of  justice  to  obtain  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  season.  The  latest  information  from  Mis- 
sissippi, brings  accounts  of  great  damage  to  the 
young  crops  by  rain  and  hail  storms  which  oc- 
curred there  the  first  week  in  the  last  month.  Pre- 
vious to  those,  drought  had  prevented  the  growth 
of  the  cotton  plants,  and  there  was  a general  com- 
plaint of  “bad  stands.”  A letter  to  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  say's: 

“On  the  hills,  the  soil  and  the  cotton  are  both 
washed  otf  to  a great  extent;  and  on  the  low  lands 


’Reported  circulation,  ©449,405  00 

Deduct  i his  amount  on  hand  as  per  debit 

side,  21,100  00 

Leaving  in  actual  circulation,  $423,245  00 


the  crops  are  mostly  either  drowned  out  or  covered 
with  mud.  Such  a rain  I have  never  before  wit- 
nessed. It  has  extended  over  the  whole  country, 
and  materially  affected  the  prospects  of  the  plan- 
ters.” Another  writer  says — “I  have  lost  i to  j of 
my  crops.” 

KENTUCKY. 

The  people  of  Mercer  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, on  the  3d  May,  at  the  court  house  when 
general  R.  B.  McAfee  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Jno.  Adair  appointed  secretary.  The  meeting  en- 
tered into  several  resolutions  of  a general  charac- 
ter, and  adjourned  over  to  the  1st  Monday  in  June. 
It  was  a large  and  crowded  meeting,  and  bore 
marks  evident  of  old  Mercer’s  determination  to 
embark  in  the  celebration  of  the  66th  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  Kentucky,  with  characteristic 
spirit  and  liberality.  Every  exertion  and  effort  are 
being  made  by  the  citizens  of  our  county,  in  pre- 
paration for  the  celebration,  and  you  may  expect  a 
fair  exhibition  of  her  wonted  hospitalily.  Prepa- 
rations will  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  fif- 
teen thousand  people,  and  many  more,  if  necessa- 
ry. There  will,  doubtless,  be  that  many  persons 
present.  The  lion.  Benjamin  Hardin  has  accepted 
the  invitation  to  deliver  the  address  on  the  occasion, 
and  the  rev.  Mr.  Styles,  or  the  rev.  Mr.  Bascomb 
is  expected  to  preach  a sermon  then  and  officiate 
as  minister  during  the  celebration. 

That  this  celebration  will  be  every  thing  “Har- 
rod”  anticipates,  we  entertain  not  a doubt.  Why 
should  it  not  be  a “celebration  of  the  people  of 
Kentucky?”  The  rancor  and  bitterness  of  party 
spirit  which  prevailed  at  the  time  of  the  celebration 
at  Boonsborough,  was  such  that  all  assemblies  of 
whatever  nature  or  character,  were  presumed  to  be 
“meetings  for  political  purposes;”  and  although  no 
such  spirit  prevailed  at  Boonsborough,  we  have  no 
doubt  it  prevented  many  from  attending,  who 
would  otherwise  have  been  present.  There  can  be 
no  fears  of  such  an  object  at  Harrodsburg;  the  nar- 
row lines  of  party  are  merged;  literally  forgotten  in 
the  great  object  the  good  people  of  old  Mercer, 
have  in  contemplation.  It  will  be  a meeting  of  no 
ordinary  character; — the  people  will  be  there  in 
their  majesty — a mighty  assembly  of  freemen,  to 
bow  down  before  an  allwise  and  supreme  Father, 
and  offer  their  united  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  His 
watchfulness  and  guidance  to  our  fathers,  in  the 
times  “that  tried  men  souls.”  The  day  on  which 
that  fearless  and  indomitable  man,  James  Harrod, 
raised  the  first  “log  cabin”  in  the  “fairy  land  called 
Kan-tuck-ee,”  is,  indeed,  one  in  commemoration  of 
which,  all  lovers  of  that  “fairy  land”  should  most 
cordially  unite.  From  that  day,  we  may  date  the 
commencement  of  those  sanguinary  struggles  be- 
tween the  daring  hunter  and  the  savage,  in  which 
it  is  truly  said,  “that  hecatombs  of  white  men  were 
offered  by  the  Indian,  to  the  God  of  battles,  in  their 
desperate  and  ruthless  contention  for  Kentucky.” 
Let  all  Kentucky  be  theie.  The  hospitality  and 
unbounded  generosity  of  James  Harrod  and  his 
venerable  relict,  who  yet  lives,  have  descended 
upon  “old  Mercer.”  “There  will  be  ample  room 
for  all;  come  ye  all  in  and  make  merry.”  Let  not 
the  “daughters  of  the  mighty  west,”  forget  that 
they  too,  should  be  present;  let  them  remember  that 
their  mothers  were  actors  in  the  scenes  in  the 
“dark  and  bloody  ground” — that  though  they  had 
no  jewels  wherewith  to  purchase  ammunition  for 
the  soldiery,  they  were  free  to  give  their  “ petticoats 
for  patchin."  , 

OHIO. 

Heavy  hogs.  Warren  county  is  as  hoggish  a por- 
tion of  ihe  state  as  any  other.  No  part  of  Ohio  af- 
fords better  soil,  better  farmers,  better  crops,  or  bet- 
ter stock.  Messrs.  Price  and  Enless  ot  Springbo- 
rough,  Warren  county,  cut  up  durin<r  the  past  sea- 
son 1.199  hogs,  good  sized  pigs  too.  One  weighed 
8 14  lbs.  nett;  one  510  lbs.;  982  averaged  300  lbs.;  79 
averaged  400  lbs.;  394  weighed  over  300  ibs.  each; 
and  25  weighed  over  400  Ibs.  each.  The  800  lbs. 
pig  was  half  blood  Berkshire.  The  Warren  boys 
can  go  to  the  head!  [ Cleaveland  Herald. 


POLITICAL— PRESIDENTIAL. 

OLD  IRONSIDES  CLUB — COMMODORE  STEWART. 

Philadelphia,  May  2Ath,  1841.  Pursuant  to  pub- 
lie  notice  a special  meeting  of  the  club,  was  held  at 
the  Head  Quarters,  corner  of  Sixth  and  Carpenter 
streets.  The  meeting  was  large,  spirited  and  en- 
thusiastic; the  spacions  room  in  which  it  was  held, 
was  filled  to  overflowing.  The  committee  appoint- 
ed to  address  a letter  to  commodore  Stewart,  inform- 
ing him  of  the  nature  and  object  of  the  club,  and 
asking  an  expression  of  bis  political  sentiments, 
submitted  the  annexed  correspondence.  The  letter 
of  the  gallant  commodore,  was  received  with  reite- 
rated bursts  of  applause.  The  following  resolutions 
were  then  unanimously  adopted  and  ordered  to  be 
published  in  all  the  democratic  papers. 


Resolved,  That  this  association  has  received  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  and  pride,  the  able  and  pa- 
triotic letter  of  commodore  Stewart,  and  that  we 
find  in  all  its  sentiments  and  principles,  the  fullest 
assurance  of  his  devoted  attachment  to  the  princi- 
ples, party  and  candidates  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondence be  published  in  pamphlet  form  by  this 
club,  and  offered  to  the  people  of  the  union,  as  con- 
taining the  sound  principles  of  the  democratic  party 
since  the  days  of  Jefferson. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  appoint  a committee 
of  sixty,  to  be  composed  of  twenty  members  from 
each  congressional  district,  to  make  arrangements 
for  a suitable  celebration  of  the  approaching  anni- 
versary of  the  national  independence. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Saturday  evening  next,  at  8 o’clock,  at  the  same 
place,  where  all  democratic  citizens  ot  the  city  and 
county,  favorable  to  the  object  of  the  club,  are  re- 
spectfully invited  to  attend. 

GEORGE  SMITH, president. 


> secretaries. 


Robert  K. Scott, 

Robert  P.  Desilver, 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart:  SrR:  The  under- 

signed have  been  appointed  a committee  on  behalf 
of  the  Old  Ironsides  club  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  to  enclose  to  you  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at  a stated 
meeting  held  on  the  15th  instant. 

Whereas,  The  Old  Ironsides  club  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  having  fairly  placed  the 
name  of  commodore  Cbailes  Stewart,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, before  the  people  for  the  highest  office  in  their 
gift;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Old  Ironsides  club  having  the  most 
full  and  entire  confidence  in  his  patriotism  and  de- 
votion to  those  democratic  principles,  which  were 
first  promulgated  by  Jefferson,  and  which  have  since 
been  recognised  as  sound  in  doctrine  and  practice  to 
their  fullest  extent  by  Madison,  Monroe,  Jackson 
and  Van  Buren;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Old  Ironsides  club  deeming  it  pro- 
per that  com.  Stewart  should  be  officially  informed 
of  the  organization,  and  the  end  and  purpose  of  the 
club,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  ap- 
point a committee  of  five  to  address  commodore 
Stew’art  on  behalf  of  this  association,  informing  him 
of  its  organization,  and  of  the  end  and  purpose  of  its 
formation. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  address  such  a letter  to  com.  Stewart,  enclosing 
this  preamble  and  resolutions,  as  they  shall  think 
adapted  to  the  occasion,  in  order,  that  in  answer 
thereto,  this  club  and  the  people  of  the  union  shall 
receive  from  him  in  reply,  an  expression  of  his  po- 
litical opinions. 

From  these  proceedings  you  will  perceive,  that 
the  association,  we  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
composed  as  it  is  of  a large  number  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  the  city  and  county  ol  Philadel- 
phia, entertaining  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  pa- 
triotism and  high  mental  endowments,  your  honest 
and  consistent  attachment  to  those  pure  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  the  democratic  faith  which  were 
first  promulgated  by  Jefferson  and  perpetuated  by 
Jackson — and  remembering  your  brilliant  and  brave 
achievements  on  the  ocean  in  defence  of  the  rights, 
honor,  interests  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
union,  during  a long  life  devoted  to  the  national  de- 
fence and  glory  of  your  country,  have  placed  your 
name  before  the  nation  as  a candidate  for  the  no- 
blest position  within  the  reach  of  human  ambition — 
that  of  the  chief  magistracy  of  a great  and  a free 
people. 

It  is  not  the  province  of  the  undersigned  here  to 
discuss  your  civil  qualifications  for  the  important 
post  for  which  you  have  thus  been  nominated  under 
every  duty  that  it  enjoins,  or  your  claim  to  the  title 
or  the  first  naval  statesman  and  hero  of  the  age;  in 
proof  of  the  lormer  we  refer  with  confidence  to  the 
pages  of  our  nation’s  history,  and  of  the  latter  to  our 
country’s  enemies.  Ours,  sir,  is  the  duty  of  inforra- 
ing  you  of  the  movement  thus  made  by  your  politi- 
cal and  personal  friends  in  the  county  of  your  na- 
tivity, and  to  inquire  of  you  whether  you  will  al- 
low them,  in  conjunction  with  your  democratic  fel- 
low citizens  throughout  the  union,  to  present  your 
name  on  behalf  of  the  people  you  have  periled  your 
life  in  defending,  to  a democi  atic  national  convention 
lor  its  adoption. 

The  undersigned  have  also  been  instructed  to  ob- 
tain an  expression  of  your  opinion  of  those  demo- 
cratic principles  which  have  distinguished  the  party 
of  the  people  since  the  days  of  the  great  apostle  of 
democracy,  in  order  that  t lie  people  of  the  union 
may  be  satisfied  that  you  are,  as  you  ever  have  been, 
the  firm,  devoted  and  consistent  friend  of  equal 
rights,  equal  legislation,  religious,  civil  arid  political 
liberty, 
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In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  beg  leave  to  offer 
you  the  assurance  of  friendship  and  respect,  and  are 
your  fellow  citizens, 

STEPHEN  B.  KIN  GSTON, 
DANIEL  SMITH, 

GEO.  F.  LEHMAN, 
RICHARD  VAUX, 

JOHN  W.  RYAN. 

Philadelphia,  May  17,  1841. 

Com.  Stewart's  reply. 

Philadelphia,  May  22 d,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  communication  as  a committee  of  the  “Old 
ironsides  club  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia,” accompanied  by  their  resolutions  passed  at 
their  stated  meeting  held  on  the  loth  inst. 

In  your  communication  you  remark  that  “the  as- 
sociation being  composed  of  a large  number  of  the 
democratic  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, entertaining  the  fullest  confidence  in  my 
patriotism  and  mental  endowments,  as  well  as  rny 
honest  and  consistent  attachment  to  the  pure  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  democratic  faith,  as  pro- 
mulgated by  the  great  disciple  of  liberty,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  perpetuated  by  Andrew  Jackson, 
have  placed  my  name  before  the  nation  as  a candi- 
date for  the  chief  magistracy' of  a free  and  a great 
people,”  and  you  ask  whether  I will  “allow  them 
in  conjunction  with  my  democratic  fellow  citizens 
throughout  the  union,  to  present  my  name  to  the 
people  for  their  adoption  through  a democratic  na- 
tional convention;”  and  further,  that  “you  are  in- 
structed to  obtain  my  views  of  the  great  democratic 
principles  which  have  distinguished  the  party  of  the 
people  since  the  days  of  ‘the  great  apostle  of  demo- 
cracy,’ in  order  that  the  people  of  the  union,  may  be 
satisfied  that  I am  as  I ever  have  been,  the  firm,  con- 
sistent and  devoted  friend  of  equal  laws,  equal  rights, 
political,  civil  and  religious  liberty.” 

For  this  distinguished  preference  of  my  fellow 
citizens  of  ihe  city  and  county  of  my  nativity,  I 
beg  leave  to  return,  through  you,  their  committee, 
my  siheere  and  greateful  thanks,  and  to  express  to 
them  a hope  that  before  the  period  shall  arrive  for 
the  assembling  of  a democratic  national  convention, 
our  fellow  citizens  may  be  enabled  to  present  a name 
more  worthy  of  this  high  distinction,  which  may  so 
readily  be  found  in  the  great  and  patriotic  democra- 
tic family  of  our  union. 

That  the  resolutions  of  the  club  which  you  repre- 
sent may  be  fully  complied  with,  I have  no  hesitation 
frankly  to  state  that  should  our  fellow  citizens  deem 
it  proper  to  present  my  name  in  the  manner  they 
propose,  though  1 neither  seek  nor  desire  it,  I have 
no  right  to  withhold  it.  For  allhough  I am  filled 
with  the  most  profound  sense  of  my  own  deficien- 
cies for  the  exalted  station  which  has  been  adorned 
by  names  so  illustrious,  1 also  conceive  that  it  is  not 
the  part  of  patriotism  to  shun  any  duty  which  may 
be  required  by  my  fpllow  citizens. 

The  circumscribed  position  of  a naval  comman- 
der affords  but  few  occasions  for  the  development 
of  his  political  principles  or  sentiments.  Born  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  during  the  height  of  the  ar- 
duous struggle  for  independence,  contemporane- 
ously with  so  many  glorious  events,  I could  not  but, 
with  the  first  dawnings  of  life,  inhale  those  princi- 
ples of  republicanism,  which  are  so  well  calculated 
to  confer  the  largest  share  of  happiness  on  the  great- 
est number  of  those  who  live  under  their  auspices. 
I early  imbibed  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  doc- 
trines taught  by  the  sage  of  Monticello,  which  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  each  succeed- 
ing year:  and  from  my  first  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  down  to  the  present  hour,  I have  unwa- 
vering contributed  my  humble  aid  to  promote  and 
maintain  the  ascendency  of  the  democratic  party,  its 
principles  and  candidates. 

In  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  will  be 
found  every  essential  rule  for  the  guidance  of  those 
who  may  be  designated  by  the  people  to  carry  out 
its  principles,  for  their  protection  and  welfare.  A 
careful,  nay,  even  a strict  construction  of  that  in- 
strument is  indispensable  to  our  well-being.  Such 
a construction  as  would  effectually  exclude  every 
other  not  palpably  necessary  and  proper,  to  effect  the 
execution  of  its  various  articles.  II  this  fundamen- 
tal principle  be  deviated  from,  each  part  of  the 
constitution  may  be  successively  invaded,  until  the 
intent  ol  its  framers  will  gradually  disappear,  and 
every  original  landmark  be  forever  obscured  in  the 
dark  and  bewildering  mazes  of  a latitudinous  con- 
struction. 

The  people,  in  confiding  to  the  general  govern- 
ment the  purse  and  the  sword,  believed  that  they 
were  placing  them  in  the  most  safe  and  efficient 
hands.  This  surrender  of  the  whole  means  of  pub- 
lic defence,  makes  the  superintendence  of  it,  in  all 
its  branches,  a primary  duty  in  the  national  func- 
tionaries. Although  the  immediate  control  over 
this  subject  has  been  wisely  lodged  in  legislative 


hands,  yet,  the  influence  of  the  executive  in  recom- 
mending defensive  measures,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  his  control  over  them,  under  the  sanction  of 
laws,  afterwards,  render  him  highly  responsible  for 
maintaining  the  rights,  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country.  Under  this  responsibility,  it  well  becomes 
a chief  magistrate,  to  keep  in  view  the  efficiency  of 
the  national  defences,  for  we  are  admonished  by 
high  authority,  that,  “to  be  unprepared  to  punish 
insult,  is  to  court  it,”  and  that,  “in  defensive  prepa- 
rations are  to  be  found  the  best  means  of  preserving 
peace.” 

In  a government  of  checks  and  balances,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  power  in  the  hands  of  any  one  man, 
or  set  of  men,  should  be  narrowly  watched,  as  dan- 
gerous to  liberty.  In  the  influence  of  executive 
patronage  may  be  found  a fruitful  source  of  alarm, 
and  its  dispensation  cannot  be  guarded  with  too 
jealous  an  eye,  lest  merit  and  capacity  be  proscrib- 
ed, the  bitterness  of  party  spirit  encouraged,  and 
successful  efforts  be  made,  to  control  the  freedom  of 
opinion,  or  of  the  press,  or  to  corrupt  the  people, 
that  place  may  be  retained  or  power  augmented. 

Economy  forms  one  of  the  prominent  virtues  and 
duties  of  a republican  government.  It  does  not 
consist,  however,  in  withholding  from  faithful  pub- 
lic services  a just  compensation:  neither  does  it 
consist  in  according  with  parsimonious  hands  the 
means  of  promoting  the  public  defence.  But  it 
consists  in  closing  every  unnecessary  drain  on  the 
public  treasury;  and  also  for  the  same  purpose, 
there  is  strenuously  required  a judicious  application 
of  the  appropriations  to  their  objects  and  a vigo- 
rous execution  of  the  laws  regarding  them. 

Agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the 
mechanic  arts  are  the  great  sources  of  our  national 
prosperity.  These,  when  sustained  by  a well  regu- 
lated system,  which  system  I should  hold,  for  the 
most  part,  to  be  best,  w'hen  least  shackled,  consti- 
tute the  greatest  portion  of  the  wealth  and  power 
of  the  country.  In  cherishing  them,  we  cherish 
what  enabled  our  lathers  to  rise  superior  to  colonial 
dependence,  and  disregarding  the  numberless  diffi- 
cultiesand  dangers  which  surrounded  them,  toestab- 
lislt  upon  a sure  and  solid  foundation  the  greatest 
republic  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

“To  cherish  a liberal  commercial  intercourse 
with  other  nations,  without  involving  ourselves  in 
entangling  alliances  with  any,”  to  do  justice  to 
others  and  rigidly  exact  it  in  turn,  are  also  among  the 
prominent  obligations  of  the  federal  government. 

It  is  a fixed  principle  in  our  government  which 
cannot  be  too  faithfully  adhered  to  in  practice,  nor 
too  olten  repeated,  that  it  was  instituted  to  promote 
the  welfare  ot  the  people;  that  those  who  make, 
and  those  who  carry  into  effect  the  laws,  are  but 
their  agents;  and  that  to  generate  any  distinct  in- 
terests between  the  people  and  their  government  is 
incompatible  with  this  principle,  and  was  never 
contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution. 

A perfect  tolerance  of  political  opinion,  and  free- 
dom in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  are 
indispensable;  for  a government  based  on  public 
opinion  becomes  impaired  when  intolerance  and  a 
lawless  control  of  the  right  of  suffrage  withdraw 
from  it  that  support;  and  we  should  bear  in  mind, 
that  while  under  the  imperative  democratic  princi- 
ple, the  will  of  the  majority  is  to  prevail  in  all 
cases,  yet,  that  “the  minority  possess  rights,  to 
violate  which  would  be  oppression.” 

Opposition  to  political  measures  should  rather  be 
invited  than  deprecated;  for,  in  laudable  opposition 
there  may  be  found  security  from  error;  nor  should 
it  be  forgotten,  that  “every  difference  of  opinion  is 
not  a difference  ol  principle,”  and  that,  as  citizens 
of  the  same  republic,  we  are  all  equally  interested 
in  the  honor,  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  common 
country. 

It  may  be  affirmed  as  an  incontestible  truth,  that 
the  tendency  of  corporate  bodies  and  associated 
wealth  is  inimical  to  the  liberty,  as  it  is  destructive 
of  the  equality  of  the  people;  and  the  authority  to 
create  them  was  wisely  withheld  from  the  general 
government  by  the  states.  Should  this  view  be 
considered  as  too  forcibly  stated,  my  answer  is  plan 
and  direct:  the  doctrine  has  been  proved  sound  by 
experience,  and  has  received  the  assent  of  the  de- 
mocratic party.  If  it  be  erroneous,  the  responsi- 
bility of  its  maintenance  is  shared  by  a Jefferson 
and  a Madison,  with  a Snyder  and  a Jackson. 

Since  the  adoption  of  our  present  form  of  go- 
vernment, questions  of  importance  have  arisen, 
upon  which  different  portions  of  our  fellow’  citizens 
have  taken  issue.  Some  of  these  questions  will 
probably  never  be  revived.  Should  occasion  arise 
when  important  ones  may  be  presented,  which 
would  turn  on  a doubtful  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution, you  may  rest  assured  that  my  convictions  of 
right  would  be  based  upon  the  only  true  and  safe 
foundation — that  of  the  Jeffersonian  school. 


If  the  views  here  set  forth  of  thfe  principles  of 
democracy7,  linger  our  constitution,  atnd  which  em- 
brace perhaps  the  largest  portion  o|f  our  national 
policy,  prove  satisfactory  to  you,  1 cpnnot  but  leel 
proud  that  they  have  undergone  in  mg  no  change  or 
diminution;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  been 
confirmed  and  strengthened  by  the  many  opportu- 
nities I have  had  of  observing  foreign  rule,  under 
different  forms  of  government,  as  well  as  the  happy 
position  of  our  country7  under  the  doctrines  of  our 
Declar  ation  of  Independence,  which  have  so  fully 
proved  to  us  that  man  is  not  incapable  of  self-go- 
vernment. 

For  the  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  express  yourselves,  in  relation  to  any  of 
my  public  services,  I pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 
In  giving  assurance  that  w hatever  I may  have  done 
for  my  country,  by  fighting  her  battles  or  otherwise, 
has  not  been  unobserved,  you  convey  to  me  the 
most  grateful  reward  1 could  receive — the  appro- 
bation of  my7  fellow  citizens. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  for  yourselves  and  the  asso- 
ciation you  represent,  the  assurances  of  the  repect- 
ful  esteem  with  which  I have  Ihe  honor  to  be  your 
obliged  servant  and  leliow  citizen, 

CHS.  STEWART. 

Messrs.  Stephen  B.  Kingston,  Daniel  Smith,  George 
F.  Lehman,  Richard  Vaux,  John  W.  Ryan — 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  “Old  Ironsides  club 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.” 


[OFFICIAL  ] 

TREATY  WITH  PORTUGAL. 

From  Ihe  National  Intelligencer  of  the  28 th  April. 
Treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  Queen  of  Portugal  and  of  the  Algaives — Con- 
cluded August  26,  1840;  ratified  April  23,  1841. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America: 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  her  most 
faithful  majesty,  the  queen  of  Portugal  and  of  the 
Algarves,  was  concluded  and  signed  by  their  pleni- 
potentiaries, at  Lisbon,  on  the  2Gth  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty,  which  treaty,  being  in  the  English  and 
Portuguese  languages,  is,  woid  for  woid,  as  follows: 
In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  undivided  Trinity. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  her  most  faith- 
ful majesty  the  queen  of  Portugal  and  of  the  Al- 
garves, equally  animated  with  the  desire  of  main- 
taining the  relations  of  good  understanding  which 
have  hitherto  so  happily  subsisted  betw  een  their  re- 
spective states;  of  extending,  also,  and  consolidat- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  them;  and 
convinced  that  this  object  cannot  better  be  accom- 
plished than  by  adopting  the  system  of  an  entire 
freedom  of  navigation,  and  a perlect  reciprocity  bas- 
ed upon  principles  of  equity  equally  beneficial  to 
both  countries;  have,  in  consequence,  agreed  to  en- 
ter into  negotiations  for  the  conclusion  of  a treaty 
of  commerce  and  navigation:  and  they  have  ap- 
pointed as  their  plenipotentiaries  for  that  purpose, 
to  wit:  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, Edwaid  Kavanagh,  their  charge  d’affaires  at 
the  court  of  her  most  faithful  majesty;  and  her  most 
faithful  majesty,  the  most  illustrious  and  most  ex- 
cellent John  Baptist  de  Almeida  Garrett,  first  histo- 
riographer to  her  said  majesty,  of  her  council, 
member  ol  the  cortes,  knight  of  the  ancient  and 
most  noble  order  of  the  tower  and  sword,  knight 
commander  of  the  order  ol  Christ,  officer  ol  the 
order  of  Leopold  in  Belgium,  judge  of  the  superior 
court  ot  commerce,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiaiy  to  her  Catholic  majesty:  who, 
after  having  exchanged  their  respective  full  pow7- 
ers,  found  to  be  in  due  and  proper  form,  have  agreed 
upon,  and  concluded,  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLE  I. 

There  shall  be,  between  the  territories  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  a reciprocal  liberty  ol  commerce 
and  navigation.  The  citizens  and  subjects  of  their 
respective  states  shall,  mutually,  have  liberty  to  en- 
ter the  ports,  places,  and  riveis  of  the  territories  of 
each  party,  wherever  foreign  commerce  is,  or  shall 
be,  permitted  They  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sojourn 
and  reside  in  all  parts  ol  said  teiritories,  in  order  to 
attend  to  their  affairs;  and  they  shall  enjoy,  to  that 
effect,  the  same  security  and  protection  as  natives 
of  the  countiy  wherein  they  reside,  on  condition  of 
their  submitting  to  the  law's  and  ordinances  there 
prevailing,  and  particularly  to  the  regulations  in 
force  concerning  commerce. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Vessels  of  the  United  States  of  America  arriving, 
either  laden  or  in  ballast,  in  the  ports  of  1 lie  king- 
dom and  possessions  ol  Portugal;  and,  reciprocally, 
Portuguese  vessels  arriving,  either  laden  or  in  bal- 
last, in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
shall  be  treated,  on  their  entrance,  duiing  their 
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stay,  and  at  their  departure,  upon  the  same  looting  as 
national  vessels  coming  from  the  same  place,  with 
respect  to  the  duties  ol  tonnage,  light-house  duties, 
pilotage,  port  charges,  as  well  as  to  the  fees  and 
perquisites  of  public  officers,  and  all  other  duties 
and  charges,  of  whatever  kind  or  denomination,  le- 
vied upon  vessels  of  commerce,  in  the  name  or  to 
the  profit  of  the  government,  the  local  authorities, 
or  of  any  public  or  private  establishment  whatso- 
ever. 

article  m. 

No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the 
importation,  into  the  kingdom  and  possessions  of 
Portugal,  of  any  article  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States  of  America;  and 
no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the 
importation,  into  the  United  States  of  America,  of 
any  article  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  ol 
the  kingdom  and  possessions  of  Portugal,  than  such 
as  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the  like  article,  be- 
ing the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
other  foreign  country. 

Nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the  im- 
putation or  exportation  of  any  article,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  of  the  kingdom  and  po-sessions  of  Por- 
tugal, to  or  from  the  ports  of  the  said  kingdom  and 
possessions  of  Portugal,  or  of  the  said  states,  which 
shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  other  foreign  nations. 

Nor  shall  any  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges 
be  imposed,  in  either  of  the  two  countries,  on  the 
exportation  ol  any' articles  to  the  United  States  of 
America, or  to  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  respective- 
ly, than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  exportation  of 
the  like  articles  to  any  other  foreign  country. 

Piovided,  however,  that  nothing  contained  in 
this  article  shall  be  understood  or  intended  to  inter- 
fere with  the  stipulation  entered  into  by  the  United 
States  ol  Ameiica,  for  a special  equivalent,  in  re- 
gard to  French  wines,  in  the  convention  made  by 
the  said  states  and  France,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one;  which  stipulation  will  ex- 
pire, and  cease  to  have  effect,  in  the  month  ol  Fe- 
bruary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
bounties,  deductions,  or  privileges  allowed,  on  the 
importation,  into  the  kingdom  and  possessions  of 
Portugal,  of  any  article  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States  of  America,  whe- 
ther such  importation  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  said 
states,  or  in  Portuguese  vessels;  and,  reciprocally, 
the  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  boun- 
ties, deductions,  or  privileges  allowed,  on  the  im- 
portation, into  the  United  States  of  America,  of 
any  article,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  kingdom  and  possessions  of  Portugal,  whether 
such  importation  shall  be  in  Portuguese  vessels, 
or  in  vessels  of  the  said  states. 

ARTICLE  V. 

It  is  agreed  bv  the  high  contracting  parties  that, 
whenever  there  may  be  lawfully  imported  into  all 
or  any  of  the  ports  of  the  kingdon  and  possessions 
of  Portugal,  in  vessels  of  any  foreign  country,  arti- 
cles of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  a 
country  other  than  that  to  which  the  importing  ves- 
sels shall  belong,  the  same  privilege  shall  immedi- 
ately become  common  to  vessels  of  the  U.  States 
of  America,  with  all  the  same  rights  and  favors  as 
may,  in  that  respect,  be  granted  to  the  most  favor- 
ed nation.  And,  reciprocally,  in  consideration  there- 
of, Portuguese  vessels  shall  thereafter  enjoy,  in  the 
same  respect,  privileges,  rights,  and  favors  to  a 
corresponding  extent,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

All  kinds  of  merchandise  and  articles  of  com- 
merce, which  may  he  lawfully  exported  or  re-ex- 
ported from  the  ports  of  either  of  the  high  contact- 
ing parties*to  any  foreign  country,  in  national  ves- 
sels, may  also  be  exported  or  re-exported  therefrom 
in  vessels  of  the  other  party,  respectively,  without 
pay  iug  other  or  higher  duties  or  charges,  of  what- 
ever kind  or  denomination,  than  if  the  same  mer- 
chandise or  articles  of  commerce  were  exported  or 
re-exported  in  national  vessels. 

And  the  same  bounties  and  drawbacks  shall  be 
allowed,  whether  such  exportation  or  re-exporta- 
tion be  made  in  vessels  of  the  one  party  or  the 
other. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

It  is  expressly  understood  that  nothing  contained 
in  this  treaty  shall  be  applicable  to  the  coastwise 
navigation  ol  either  of  the  two  countries,  which 
each  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  reserves 
exclusively  to  itself. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

It  is  mutually  understood  that  the  foregoing  sti- 
pulations do  not  apply  to  ports  and  territories,  in 


the  kingdom  and  possessions  of  Portugal,  where  fo- 
reign commerce  and  navigation  are  not  admitted; 
anil  that  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Portugal, 
directly  to  and  from  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  said  ports  and  territories,  are  also  prohi- 
bited. 

But  her  most  faithful  majesty  agrees  that,  as  soon 
as  the  said  ports  and  territories,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  be  open  to  the  commerce  or  navigation  ol 
any  foreign  nation,  they  shall,  from  that  moment, 
be  also  opened  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America,  with  the  same  piivi- 
leges,  rights,  arid  favors  as  may  be  allowed  to  the 
most  favored  nation;  gratuitously,  if  the  concession 
was  gratuitously  made,  or  on  allowing  the  same 
compensation,  or  an  equivalent,  if  the  concession 
was  conditional. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Whenever  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  of 
the  contracting  parties  shall  be  (diced  to  seek  re- 
fuge or  asylum  in  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  ports,  or 
territories  of  the  other,  with  their  vessels,  w hether 
merchant,  or  of  war,  through  stress  of  weather,  pur- 
suit of  pirates  or  enemies,  they  shall  be  received 
and  treated  with  humanity,  giving  to  them  all  fa- 
vor. facility,  and  protection  for  repairing  their  ships, 
procuring  provisions,  and  placing  themselves  in  a 
situation  to  continue  their  voyage,  without  obstacle 
or  hindrance  of  any  kind. 

article  x. 

The  two  contracting  parties  shall  have  the  liber- 
ty of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls, 
vice-consuls,  agents  and  commissaiies,  of  their  own 
appointment,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
and  powers  as  those  of  the  most  favored  nation. — 
But  before  any  consul,  vice-consul,  agent,  or  com- 
missary shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in  the  usual 
form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the  government 
to  which  he  is  sent. 

But,  if  any  such  consuls  shall  exercise  commerce, 
they  shall  be  submitted  to  the  same  laws  and  usa- 
ges to  which  the  private  individuals  ol  their  nation 
are  submitted,  in  the  same  place,  in  respect  of  their 
commercial  transactions. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  that,  in  case  of  offence 
against  the  laws,  such  consul,  vice-consul,  agent, 
or  commissary,  may  either  be  punished  according 
to  law,  or  be  sent  back,  the  offended  government 
assigning,  to  the  other,  reasons  for  the  same. 

The  archives  and  papers  of  the  consulates  shall 
be  respected  inviolably;  and  under  no  pretext  w hat- 
ever shall  any  magistrate  seize,  or  in  any  way  in- 
terfere with  them. 

The  consuls,  vice  consuls,  and  commercial  agents 
shall  have  the  right,  as  such,  to  sit  as  judges  arid 
arbitrators,  in  such  differences  as  may  arise  be- 
tween the  captains  and  crews  of  ttie  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  nation  whose  interests  are  committed  to 
their  charge,  without  the  interference  of  the  local 
authorities,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  crews,  or  of 
the  captains,  should  disturb  the  order  or  the  tran- 
quillity, or  offend  the  laws,  of  the  country;  or  the 
said  consuls,  vice-consuls,  or  commercial  agents, 
should  require  their  assistance  to  cause  their  deci- 
sions to  be  carried  into  effect  or  supported 

It  is,  however,  understood  that  this  species  of 
judgment,  or  arbitration,  shall  not  deprive ‘the  con- 
tending parties  of  the  right  they  have  to  resort,  on 
their  return,  to  the  judicial  authorities  of  their  coun- 
try. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  said  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  commercial 
agents  are  authorised  to  require  the  assistance  of 
the  local  authorities,  for  the  sea’ch,  arrest,  deten- 
tion, and  imprisonment  of  the  deserters  from  the 
ships  of  war  and  merchant  vessels  of  their  country. 

For  this  purpose,  they  shall  apply  to  the  compe- 
tent tribunals,  judgps,  and  officers,  and  shall,  in 
writing,  demand  the  said  deserters,  proving,  by  the 
exhibition  of  the  registers  of  the  vessels,  the  rolls 
of  the  crews,  or  by  any  other  official  documents, 
that  such  individuals  formed  part  ol  the  crews;  and, 
this  reclamation  being  thus  substantiated,  the  sur- 
render shall  be  made  without  delay. 

Such  deserters,  w hen  arrested,  shall  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  said  consuls,  vice-consuls,  or 
commercial  agents,  and  may  he  confined  in  the  pub- 
lic prisons,  at  the  request  and  cost  of  those  who 
shall  claim  them,  in  order  to  be  detained  until  the 
time  when  they  shall  be  restored  to  the  vessel.-  to 
which  they' belonged,  or  sent  back  to  their  own 
country,  by  a vessel  of  the  same  nation,  or  any 
other  vessel  whatsoever. 

But,  if  not  sent  back  within  four  months  from  the 
day  oi  their  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and 
shall  not  be  again  arrested  for  the  same  cause. — 
However,  if  the  deserter  shall  be  found  to  have 
committed  any  crime  or  offence,  the  surrender  may 
he  delayed  until  the  tribunal,  before  which  his  case 
shall  be  pending,  shall  have  pronounced  its  sen-. 


tence,  and  such  sentence  shall  have  been  carried 
into  effect. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  citizens  and  subjects  of  each  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of 
their.personal  goods,  within  the  jurisdiction  ol  the 
other,  by  testament,  donation,  or  otherwise;  and 
their  representatives  shall  succeed  to  their  said  per- 
sonal goods,  whether  by  teslain  lit  or  ub  inleslalo, 
and  may  take  possession  thereof,  either  by  them- 
selves, or  by  others  acting  for  them,  and  di-pose  of 
the  same,  at  will,  paying  to  the  profit  of  the  re- 
spective governments  such  dues  only  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  country,  wherein  the  said  goods  are, 
shall  be  subject  to  pay  in  like  cases. 

And,  where,  on  the  death  of  any  person  holding 
real  estate  within  the  territories  of  one  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  such  real  estate  would,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  descend  on  a citizen  or  subject  of 
the  other  party,  who,  by  reason  of  alienage,  may 
be  incapable  of  holding  it,  he  shall  be  allowed  the 
time  fix'd  by  the  laws  of  the  country;  and,  in  case 
the  law  s of  the  country  actually  in  lorce  may  not 
have  fixed  any  such  time,  he  then  shall  be  allowed 
a reasonable  time  to  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of, 
such  real  estate,  and  to  withdraw  and  export  Ihe 
proceeds  without  molestation,  and  without  paying 
to  the  profit  ol  the  respective  governments  any 
other  dues  than  those  to  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  wherein  said  real  estate  is  situated, 
shall  be  subject  to  pay  in  like  cases. 

ARTICLE  XII  i. 

If  either  party  shall,  hereafter,  grant  to  any  olher 
nation  any  particular  favor  in  navigation  or  com- 
merce, it  shall  immediately  become  common  to  Ihe 
olher  parly,  freely,  where  il  is  freely  granted  to 
such  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  same  compen- 
sation, or  an  equivalent,  jurm /;roii//ie,  where  the 
grant  is  conditional. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  United  States  ol  America  and  her  most  faith- 
ful majesty,  desiring  to  make  as  durable  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  the  relations  which  are  lo  be 
established  between  the  two  parties,  by  virtue  of 
this  treaty  or  general  convention  of  reciprocal  li- 
berty of  commerce  and  navigation,  have  declared 
solemnly,  and  do  agree  to  the  following  points: 

1st.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  in  force  for  six 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  and  further  until  the 
end  of  one-year  alter  either  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties shall  have  given  notice  to  the  other  of  its  in- 
tention to  terminate  the  same:  each  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  reserving  to  itself  the  right  of  giving 
such  notice  to  the  olher,  at  any  time  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  term  ol  six  years;  and  it  is  here- 
by agieed  between  them  that,  on  the  expiration  of 
one  year  after  such  nolice  shall  have  been  received 
by  either  from  the  other  party,  this  treaty  shall  al- 
together cease  and  terminate. 

2d.  If  any  one  or  more  of  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of  either  party  shall  infringe  any  of  the  articles  of 
this  treaty,  such  citizen  or  subject  shall  be  held 
personally  responsible  for  the  same;  and  the  harmo- 
ny and  good  correspondence  between  the  two  na- 
tions shall  not  be  interrupted  thereby;  each  party 
engaging  in  no  way  to  protect  the  offender,  or  sanc- 
tion such  violation. 

3d.  If,  (which  indeed  cannot  be  expected),  un- 
fortunately, any  ol  the  articles  contained  in  the  pre- 
sent treaty  shall  he  violated  or  infringed,  in  any 
way  whatever,  it  is  expressly  stipulated  that  nei- 
ther of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or  autho- 
rise any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  w ar  against  the 
other,  on  complaints  of  injuries  or  damages,  until 
the  said  party  considering  itself  offended  shall  fiist 
have  presented  to  the  other  a statement  of  such  in- 
juries or  damages,  verified  by  competent  proof,  and 
demanded  justice  and  satisfaction,  arid  the  same 
shall  have  been  either  refused  or  umeasonably  de- 
layed. 

4th.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  approved  and  ra- 
tified by  ttie  president  of  the  United  Stales  ol  Ame- 
rica, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Die  se- 
nale  of  the  said  states,  and  by  her  most  faithful  ma- 
jesty, with  the  previous  consent  of  the  general  Cor- 
tes of  the  nation,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed in  Ihe  city  of  Washington  wiiliin  eight 
months  Iroin  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  Ihe  respective  plenipotenti- 
aries have  signed  Ihe  same,  and  have  affixed  there- 
to the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  in  triplicate,  in  the  city  of  Lisbon,  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

(SigriPd) 

Edward  Kavanagh. 

Joao  Baptista  de  Almedia  Garrett. 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  ratifi- 
ed on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  of 
the  same  were  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
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eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  by  Daniel  Web- 
ster. secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  commander  Joaqoim  Cesap.  De  Figaniere 
e Morao,  ot  her  most  faithful  majesty’s  council, 
knight  commanderof  the  order  of  Christ,  and  mi- 
nister resident  of  her  said  majesty,  near  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  on  tile  part  of  their 
respective  governments: 

Now,  therefore,  tie  it  known,  that  I,  John  Ty- 
ler, president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public,  to 
the  end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good 
faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  U.  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  ol  Washington,  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  April,  iri  the  year  of  our 
r , Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  for- 
LL  S-J  ty  one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  sixty-filth. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

By  the  president: 

Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of  state. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  31 . Pursuant  to  the  proclamation  of  the  late 
president  of  the  United  States,  the  senate  met  this 
day  at  12  o’clock. 

At  12  o’clock  the  hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  pre- 
sident of  the  senate,  took  the  chair;  and,  having 
called  the  senate  to  order,  the  following  members 
appeared  to  be  in  attendance,  viz: 

From  Maine — Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Williams. 

New  Hampshire — Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury. 

Massachusetts — Mr.  Bates  and  Mr.  Choate. 

Connecticut — Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Rhode  Island — Mr.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Simmons. 

Vermont — Mr.  Prentis. 

New  Yoik — Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Tallmadge. 

New  Jersey — Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Southard. 

Pennsylvania — Mr.  Sturgeon. 

Delaware — Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Clayton. 

Maryland — Mr.  Keer  and  Mr.  Merrick. 

.Virginia — Mr.  Archer  and  Mr.  Rives. 

North  Carolina — Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Man- 
gum. 

South  Carolina — Mr.  Preston. 

Georgia — Mr.  Berrien. 

Alabama — Mr.  Ring. 

Mississippi — Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Walker. 

Louisiana — Mr.  Barrow. 

Tennessee — Mr.  Nicholson. 

Kentucky — Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Morehead. 

Ohio — Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Tappan. 

Indiana — Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  White. 

Illinois — Mr.  McRoberts  and  Mr.  Young. 

Missouri — Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Linn. 

Arkansas  — Mr.  Fulton  and  Mr.  Sevier. 

Michigan— -Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Woodridge. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard.,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  secretary  of  the  senate  acquaint  the  house  of 
representatives  that  a quorum  of  the  senate  is  as- 
sembled and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While , the  usual  number  of 
newspapers  were  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  sena- 
tors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  took  a re- 
cess until  2 o’clock. 

Two  o'clock  P.  M — The  senate  was  called  to  or- 
der, when  Mr.  Clay  said  the  object  for  which  the 
recess  was  taken  was  to  wait  for  the  organization 
of  the  other  house,  so  that  a joint  committee  might 
be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  president  and  in- 
form him  that  the  two  houses  were  organized  and 
ready  to  receive  his  comtnuicalion;  but  as  that  did 
not  appear  likely  to  take  place,  at  least  in  time  to 
expedite  the  matter,  he  would  move  that  the  senate 
adjourn  until  to-morrow  at  11  o’clock  A.  M.  which 
motion  having  been  acceded  to,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

June  1.  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Calhoun  appear- 
ed in  their  seats. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, through  its  clerk,  (Matthew  St.  Clair 
Clarke,  esq.)  informing  the  senate  that  a resolution 
ha>l  been  passed  by  that  house  appointing  a com 
mittee  of  two  on  the  part  of  that  body  to  join  such 
committee  as  might  be  appointed  by  the  senate  to 
wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  in- 
form him  that  a quorum  of  the  two  houses  had  as- 
sembled, and  that  congress  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
business;  and  asking  the  concurrence  of  ttie  senate 
in  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  that  the  senate  concur  in 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  it  by  strik 
ing  out  the  words  “president  of  the  United  States,” 


and  insertingin  lieu  thereof  the  words  “the  vice  pre-  ] 
sideiit.  on  whom,  by  the  death  of  the  late  president, 
the  powe.  s and  duties  of  the  office  of  president  have 
devolved.” 

In  support  of  this  motion  Mr  A.  read  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution,  in  the  following  words: 

“In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  president  from 
office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation  or  inability  to  dis- 
charge the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office,  the 
same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice  president,  and  the 
congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of  remo- 
val, death,  resignation  or  inability,  both  of  the  pre- 
sident and  vice  president,  declaring  what  officer 
shall  then  act  as  president,  and  such  officer  shall  act 
accordingly,  until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a 
president  shall  be  elected.” 

The  first  clause  in  this  portion  of  the  constitution 
classified  all  the  contingencies  under  which  the 
vice  president,  shall  discharge  the  duties  and  ex- 
ercise the  powers  of  president,  and  it  made  no 
distinction  whatever  between  removal  by  death  and 
removal  by  a temporary  inability  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  the  presidential  office.  If,  therefore, 
the  late  president  bad  been  afflicted  with  a disease 
producing,  for  a time,  a state  of  mental  alienation, 
lie  would  on  his  recovery  have  been  reinstated  in 
all  the  powers  of  that  high  office  to  which  the 
people  had  elected  him.  But  a contingency  of  that 
kind  was  provided  for  in  the  constitution  in  the 
very  same  words  as  the  case  of  Ihe  president’s  death. 
It  might,  perhaps,  be  said  that  the  question  was  an 
unimportant  one,  inasmuch  as  it  had  reference 
mainly  to  the  title  to  be  applied  to  a public  officer. 
Now  Mr.  A.  had  not  raised  it  with  the  remotest  de- 
sire to  withhold  the  dignity  of  (he  title  of  president 
from  the  present  incumbent  of  the  chair.  His  anx- 
iety in  the  matter  rose  from  this:  if  the  presidential 
office  was  indeed  now  held  by  the  vice  president, 
that  fact  recognised  the  existence  of  a case  where 
the  highest  office  in  the  republic  may  be  held  other- 
wise than  by  an  election  of  the  people.  The  con- 
sequences of  establishing  such  a principle  might 
hereafter  become  very  serious;  but  if  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  presidential  office  attached,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  the  president,  to  the  vice 
president,  he  still  remaining  vice  president,  then 
he  continued  to  hold  only  the  office  to  which  the 
people  had  elected  him,  and  thus  tile  beautiful  sym- 
metry of  our  system  of  free  and  popular  government 
was  preserved. 

Having  wished  only  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
senate  to  the  question  that  it  might  make  an  official 
expression  of  its  views  of  the  case,  Mr.  A.  would 
be  content  with  expressing  his  own  opinion  in  re 
gard  to  it,  however  it  might  differ  from  that  of  other 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  Tappan  observed  that  the  view  just  taken  of 
the  interpretation  of  the  constitution  was  much 
strengthened  by  reference  to  the  5th  clause  of  the  3d 
section  of  the  1st  article: 

“The  senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and 
also  a president  pro  lem.  in  the  absence  of  the  vice 
president,  or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of 
president  of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  illustrate  by  assimilating  the 
case  to  that  of  the  absence  of  a chief  justice  in  one 
of  our  courts  or  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  and  to 
that  of  a case  of  a colonel  of  a regiment  shot  in 
battle,  when  the  next  officer  succeeds  to  command 
but  does  not  become  a colonel.  He  maintained 
that  there  was,  then,  nothing  in  the  constitution  or 
in  analogical  cases  to  warrant  the  position  that  John 
Tylf.r  is  now  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
He  might,  indeed,  be  justly  entitled  to  the  salary- 
attached  to  the  presidential  office,  inasmuch  as  he 
was  in  Ihe  discharge  of  all  its  dulies.  Mr.  T-  had 
nothing  against  that.  But  when  Ihe  senate  official- 
ly addressed  him,  it  ought  to  give  him  his  true  con- 
stitutional title.  In  personal  conversation  he  might 
be  addressed  as  president,  but  not  when  officially 
addressed  by  a department  of  the  government;  in 
their  official  language  none  but  the  proper  legal  ti- 
lie  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  individual  exercising 
Ihe  powers  of  the  presidential  office. 

Mr.  Huntington,  of  Conn,  said  that  though  he 
was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  he 
should  not  enter  upon  any  discussion  of  its  merits, 
if  it  had  any  It  was  now  June,  and  the  senate 
were  in  expectation  of  recieving  an  executive  com- 
munication: there  was  no  necessity  now  to  enter 
on  the  question  raised  by  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  senator  from  Ohio;  if  it  must  be  discussed,  it 
could  better  he  brought  up  at  a future1  time,  when  the 
senate  should  be  more  at  leisure  for  such  an  argu- 
ment. I'he  subject  had  been  much  reflected  on, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  minds  of  all  the  members 
ofthe  senate  were  made  up  in  regard  to  it.  The 
body  had  now  been  enlightened  by  the  views  ol' 
the  two  senators  from  Ohio;  and  lie  now  therefore 
lioped  the  question  would  be  taken  without  further 
delay. 


Mr.  Allen  demanded  the  yea3  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Miss,  said  that,  as  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  ordered,  and  the  vote  of  every  sena- 
tor was  to  be  placed  on  record,  he  would  very  brief- 
ly- present  the  grounds  on  which  his  own  vote 
would  be  given.  The  only  material  argument  which 
had  been  urged  in  support  of  the  amendment  was 
drawn  from  the  above  quoted  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

Now,  here  there  were  two  separate  and  distinct 
contingencies,  viz:  the  death  of  a president,  and,  se- 
condly, the  death  of  both  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent. In  the  first  case,  the  constitution  declared 
that  the  office  of  president  devolves  on  the  vice 
president;  in  the  other  case,  it  provided  that  there 
should, be  an  acting  president  designated  by  law. 
The  congress  was  required  to  appoint  by  law  some 
person  “to  act  as  president,”  until  the  disability  be 
removed,  or  a president  shall  be  elected.  In  the 
last  case,  there  was  to  be  an  acting  president,  not 
for  the  nnexpired  term  of  the  president  deceased, 
but  until  an  actual  president  shall  be  chosen.  But, 
in  the  case  of  the  death  of  a president,  the  office  it- 
self— “the  said  office” — shall  devolve  on  the  vice 
president.  The  language  used  was,  “the  same 
shall  devolve.”  What  shall  devolve?  The  imme- 
diate antecedent  was.  “Ihe  said  office;”  and  it  was, 
as  lie  had  said,  a sound  rule  of  grammatical  con- 
struction, as  well  as  a plain  dictate  of  common  sense, 
that  the  immediate  antecedent  was  to  be  connect- 
ed with  the  adjective  which  followed.  It  was,  then, 
the  office  itself  of  president  that  devolved  on  the 
vice  president.  He  was  not  the  vice  president  act- 
ing a?  president,  but  he  ceased  to  be  vice  president, 
the  office  of  president  having  devolved  upon  him. 
Was  Mr.  Tyler  still  the  vice  president  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States,  discharging  additional  duties  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  the  president?  If  so,  why 
was  he  not  in  the  senate,  discharging  the  duties  of 
its  presiding  officer?  Could  he  come  to  this  hall, 
and  here  act  for  one  moment  as  president  of  the 
senate?  Surely  not:  he  was  the  president  underthe 
constitution,  and  would  so  remain  during  the  resi- 
due ofthe  entire  term  for  which  the  president  had 
been  chosen.  This  was  the  language  and  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  constitution.  As  to  the 
case  of  a colonel  acting  as  general  in  case  of  the 
death  of  the  general  in  battle,  the  colonel  acting  as 
general  only  during  the  temporary  ernercency;  ano- 
ther person  might  be  appointed  general,  and  then 
the  colonel  would  return  to  his  former  station,  the 
emergency  having  ceased. 

Mr.  Allen  replied.  His  friend  from  Mississippi 
had  asked,  if  Mr.  Tyler  was  still  vice  president, 
why  was  he  not  here  presiding  in  the  senate?  He 
would  answer  the  question.  Mr.  Tyler  was  not 
here,  because  the  constitution  had  assigned  to  him 
duties  which  required  his  presence  elsewhere,  viz: 
the  duties  of  the  presidential  office.  He  was  now 
an  executive,  not  a legislative  officer. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  further  to  illustrate  his  own 
views,  and  to  argue  the  difficulties  of  a question  of 
succession,  which  might  here  and  often  had  in  the 
old  world  involved  a struggle  between  contending 
parties  for  the  supreme  power. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  prefer  that  a little  more  time 
should  be  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  so  mo- 
mentous asubjecl;  but  as  thequestion  involved,  the 
language  of  the  constitution,  so  far  as  the  case  of  a 
president's  death  was  concerned,  was  so  very  plain 
that,  but  for  the  case  of  presidential  disability,  there 
could  occur  po  possible  difficulty.  In  that  case, 
there  would  a serious  question  arise,  viz:  who 
should  declare  whether  the  disability  existed?  This 
could  only  be  done  bv  congress;  and  it  was  easy  to 
see  that  if  the  president  and  vice  president  should 
be  of  opposite  polilics,  very  serious  consequences 
might  ensue.  At  present,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  withdrawn  by  common  consent. — 
Let  us  wait  till  the  case  of  inability  should  occur, 
before  we  attempted  to  decide  any  thing  in  the 
matter.  In  the  case  of  death,  it  was  too  plain  for 
doubt  that  the  office  of  president  devolved  upon  the 
vice  president.  He  hoped  the  senator  from  Ohio 
would  consent  lo  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Allen  declining  to  do  so — 

The  question  was  put,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Henderson,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Tappan,  Williams.  Wright — S. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ken., 
Clayton.  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Merrick,  Morehead, 
Nicholson,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Se- 
vier, Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Woodhridge,  Woodbury, 
Young— 33. 

So  ihe  amendment  was  rejected.  The  resolution 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
Archer  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 
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At  half  past  12  o’clock,  Mr.  Hun  t it,  g ton.  from  the 
committee  reported  “that  the  committee  had  dis- 
charged its  duty,  and  was  informed  by  the  presi- 
dent that  he  would  immediately  send  a message  in 
writing.” 

A MESSAGE 

From  the  president  ol  the  United  Slates  was  then 
received  through  Mr.  Tyler,  private  secretary  of 
the  president,  and  read  by  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate, as  follow  s: 

To  the  senate  and  house 

of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales. 

Fellow  citizens:  You  have  been  assembled  in 

your  respective  halls  of  legislation  under  a proclama- 
tion bearing  the  signature  of  the  illustrious  citizen,  who 
was  so  lately  called  by  the  direct  suffrages  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  the  discharge  of  the  important  functions  of  their 
chief  executive  office — upon  the  expiration  of  a single 
month  from  the  day  of  his  installation  he  has  paid  the 
great  debt  of  nature,  leaving  behind  him  a name  asso- 
ciated with  the  recollection  of  numerous  benefits  con- 
ferred upon  the  country,  during  a long  life  of  patriotic 
devotion.  With  this  public  bereavement  are  connect- 
ed other  considerations  which  will  not  escape  the  at- 
tention of  congress.  The  preparations  necessary  for 
his  removal  to  the  seat  of  government,  in  view  of  a re- 
sidence of  four  years,  must  have  devolved  upon  the 
late  president  heavy  expenditures,  w'hich,  if  permitted 
to  burthen  the  limited  resources  of  his  private  fortune, 
may  tend  to  the  serious  embarrassment  of  his  surviv- 
ing family;  and  it  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted  to 
congress  whether  the  ordinary  principles  of  justice 
would  not  dictate  the  propriety  of  its  legislative  inter- 
position. By  the  provisions  of  the  fundamental  lavv, 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  high  station  to  which  he 
was  elected,  have  devolved  upon  me;  and  in  the  dis- 
positions of  the  representatives  of  the  states  and  of  the 
people,  will  be  found,  to  a great  extent,  a solution  of 
the  problem  to  which  our  institutions  are,  for  the  first 
time,  subjected. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  I did  not 
feel  that  it  would  be  becoming  in  me  to  disturb  what 
had  been  ordered  by  my  lamented  predecessor.  What- 
ever, therefore,  may  have  been  my  opinion  originally 
as  to  the  propriety  of  convening  congress  at  so  early  a 
day  from  that  of  its  late  adjournment,  I found  a new 
and  controlling  inducement  not  to  interfere  with  the 
patriotic  desires  of  the  late  president,  in  the  novelty  of 
the  situation  in  which  I was  so  unexpectedly  placed. — 
My  first  wish,  under  such  circumstances,  would  neces- 
sarily have  been  to  have  called  to  my  aid  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs,  the  combined  wisdom  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress,  in  order  to  lake  their  coun- 
sel and  advice  as  to  the  best  mode  of  extricating  the 
government  and  the  country  front  the  embarrassments 
weighing  heavily  on  both.  I am  then  most  happy  in 
finding  myself  so  soon,  after  my  accession  to  the  presi- 
dency, surrounded  by  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  states  and  people. 

No  important  changes  having  taken  place  in  our  fo- 
reign relations  since  the  last  session  of  congress,  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary,  on  this  occasion,  to  go  into  a 
detailed  statement  in  regard  to  them.  1 am  happy  to 
say  that  I see  nothing  to  destroy  the  hope,  of  being  able 
to  preserve  peace. 

The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal  has  been 
duly  exchanged  between  the  two  governments.  This 
government  has  not  been  inattentive  to  the  interests  of 
those  of  our  citizens  who  have  claims  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain,  founded  on  express  treaty  stipulations; 
and  a hope  is  indulged  that  the  representations  which 
have  been  made  to  that  government  on  this  subject, 
may  lead,  ere  long,  to  beneficial  results. 

A correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  se- 
cretary of  state  and  the  minister  of  her  Britannic  ma- 
jesty accredited  to  this  government  on  the  'subject  of 
Alexander  McLeod’s  indictment  and  imprisonment, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated  to  con- 
gress. 

In  addition  to  what  appears  from  these  papers,  it 
may  be  proper  to  state,  that  Alexander  McLeod  has 
been  beatd,  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  ou  his  motion  to  be  discharged  from  imprison- 
ment, and  that  the  decision  of  that  court  has  not  as  yet 
been  pronounced. 

The  secretary  of  state  ha3  addressed  to  me  a paper 
upon  two  subjects,  interesting  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  which  will  receive  my  consideration,  and 
which  I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  congress. 

So  far  as  it  depends  on  the  course  of  this  govern- 
ment our  relations  of  good  will  and  friendship  will  be 
sedulously  cultivated  with  all  nations.  The  true  Ame- 
rican policy  will  be  found  to  consist  in  the  exercise  of  a 
spirit  of  justice  to  be  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  all 
our  international  obligations  to  the  weakest  of  the  fa- 
mily of  nations  as  well  as  to  the  most  powerful.  Oc- 
casional conflicts  of  opinion  may  arise,  but  when  the 
discussions  incident  to  them  are  conducted  in  the  lan 
guage  of  truth,  and  with  a strict  regard  to  justice,  the 
scourge  of  war  will  for  the  most  part  be  avoided.  The 
time  ought  be  regarded  as  having  gone  by  when  a re- 
sort to  arms  is  to  be  esteemed  as  the  only  proper  arbi- 
ter of  national  differences. 

The  census  recently  taken  shows  a regularly  pro- 
gressive increase  in  our  population.  Upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  revolution  our  numbers  scarce- 
ly equalled  3,000,000  of  souls,  they  already  exceed 
17.0o0.000,  and  will  continue  to  progress  in  a ratio 
which  duplicates  in  a period  of  about  23  )'ears.  The 
old  states  contain  a territory  sufficient  in  itself  to  main- 


tain a population  of  additional  millions,  and  the  most 
populous  of  the  new-  states  may  even  yet  be  regarded 
as  but  partially  settled,  w hile  of  the  new  lands  on  this 
side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
immense  region  which  stretches  from  the  base  of  those 
mountains  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  about 
270,000  000  ol  acres,  ceded  and  unceded,  still  remain 
to  be  brought  into  market.  We  hold  out  to  the  people 
of  other  countries  an  invitation  to  come  and  settle 
among  us  as  members  of  our  rapidly  growing  family, 
and  for  the  blessings  which  we  offer  them,  we  require 
of  them  to  look  upo  ■ our  country  as  their  country,  and 
to  unite  with  us  in  the  great  task  of  preserving  our  in- 
stitutions and  thereby  perpetuating  our  liberties.  No 
motive  exists  for  foreign  .conquests — we  desire  but  to 
reclaim  our  almost  illimitable  wilderness,  and  to  intro- 
duce into  their  depth  the  lights  of  civilization.  While 
we  shall  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  vindicate  the  na- 
tional honor,  our  most  earnest  desire  will  be  to  main- 
tain an  unbroken  peace. 

In  presenting  the  foregoing  views,  I cannot  withhold 
the  expression  of  the  opinion,  that  there  exists  nothing 
in  the  extension  of  our  empire,  over  our  acknowledged 
possessions,  to  excite  the  alarm  of  the  patriot  for  the 
safety  of  our  institutions.  The  federative  system,  leav- 
ing to  each  state  the  care  of  its  domestic  concerns,  and 
devolving  on  the  federal  government  those  of  general 
import,  admits  in  safety  of  the  greatest  expansion;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  there 
will  be  found  to  exist,  at  all  limes,  an  imperious  neces- 
sity for  restraining  all  the  functionaries  of  this  govern- 
ment within  the  range  of  their  respective  powers,  there- 
by preserving  a just  balance  between  the  powers 
granted  to  this  government  and  those  reserved  to  the 
states  and  to  the  people. 

From  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  you 
will  perceive  that  the  fiscal  means,  present  and  accru- 
ing, are  insufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  current  year.  The  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury on  the  4ih  day  of  March  last,  not  covered  bv  out- 
standing drafts,  and  exclusive  of  trust  funds,  is  estimat- 
ed at  $860,000.  This  includes  the  sum  of  $215,000 
deposited  in  the  mint  and  its  branches  to  procure  me- 
tal for  coining  and  in  the  process  of  coinage,  and  which 
could  not  be  withdrawn  without  inconvenience — thus 
leaving  subject  to  draft,  in  the  various  depositories,  the 
sum  of  $645,000.  By  virtue  of  two  several  acts  of 
congress,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  authorised 
to  issue,  on  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  last, 
treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of  $5,413,000,  making  an 
aggregate  available  fund  on  hand  of  $6,058,000. 

But  this  fund  was  chargeable  with  outstanding  trea- 
sury notes  redeemable  in  the  current  year,  and  interest 
thereon  to  the  estimated  amount  of  $5,280,000.  There 
is  also  throjvn  upon  the  treasury  the  payment  of  a large 
amount  of  demands  accrued  in  whole,  or  in  part,  in 
former  years,  which  will  exhaust  the  available  means 
of  the  treasury  and  leave  the  accruing  revenue,  reduc- 
ed as  it  is  in  amount,  burthened  with  debt,  and  charg- 
ed with  the  current  expenses  of  t he  government. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  outstanding  appropria- 
tions, on  the  4ih  day  of  March  last,  was  $33,429,616 
50,  of  which  $24  210,300,  will  be  required  during  the 
current  year,  and  there  will  also  be  required,  for  the 
use  of  the  war  department,  additional  appropriations  to 
the  amount  of  $2,511,132  98,  the  special  objects  of 
which  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war.  The  anticipated  means  of  the  treasu- 
ry are  greatly  inadequate  to  this  demand.  The  re 
ceipts  from  customs  for  the  last  three  quarters  of  the 
last  year  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
amounted  to  $12,100,000.  The  receipts  for  lands  for 
the  same  time  to  $2,742,430  60,  showing  an  average 
revenue  from  both  sources  of  $1,236,870  permonth. — 
A gradual  expansion  of  trade,  growing  out  of  a resto- 
ration of  confidence,  together  with  a reduction  in  the 
expenses  of  collecting  and  punctuality  on  the  part  of 
collecting  officers,  may  cause  an  addition  to  the 
monthly  receipts  from  the  customs — they  are  estimat- 
ed, for  the  residue  of  the  j-ear,  from  the  4th  of  March, 
at  $12,000,000.  The  receipts  from  the  public  lands, 
for  the  same  time,  are  estimated  at  $,2  500,000,  and 
from  miscellaneous  sources,  at  $170,000,  making  an 
aggregate  of  available  funds  within  the  year  of 
$15,315,000,  which  will  leave  a probable  deficit  of 
$11,406,132  98.  To  meet  this  some  temporary  provi- 
sion is  necessary  until  the  amount  can  be  absorbed  by 
the  excess  of  revenues  which  are  anticipated  to  accrue 
at  no  distant  day. 

There  will  fall  due  within  the  next  three  months  trea- 
sury notes  of  the  issues  of  1S40,  including  interest, 
about  $2  850,000.  There  is  chargeable  in  the  same 
period  for  arrearages  for  taking  the  6th  census,  $294,000, 
and  the  estimated  expenditures  for  the  current  service 
are  about  $8,100,000,  making  the  aggregate  demand 
upon  the  treasurv  prior  to  the  first  Seplember  next,  about 
$11,340,000. 

The  ways  and  means  in  the  treasury,  and  estimated 
to  accrue  within  the  above  named  period,  consist  of 
about  $694,000,  of  funds  available  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
an  unissued  balance  of  treasury  notes  authorised  by 
the  net  of  1841,  amounting  to  $1,955,000,  and  estimated 
receipts  from  all  sources,  of  $3,800,000.  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  about  $6,450,000  and  leaving  a probable 
deficit  on  the  first  of  September  next,  of  4,845,000  dol- 
lars. 

In  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  government,  an 
intelligent  constituency  in  view  of  their  best  interests, 
will  without  hesitation,  submit  to  all  necessary  bur- 
thens. But  it  is,  nevertheless,  important  so  to  impose 
them  as  to  avoid  defeating  the  just  expectations  of  ths 


country  growing  out  of  pre-existing  laws.  The  act  of 
the  2d  March,  1833.  commonly  called  the  compromise 
act,  should  not  be  altered,  except  under  urgent  neces- 
sities, w hich  are  not  believed  at  this  time  to  exist.  One 
year  only  remains  to  complete  the  series  of  reductions 
provided  for  by  that  law.  at  which  lime  provisions  made 
>y  the  samp,  and  which  law  then  will  be  brought 
actively  in  aid  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
union,  will  not  fail  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  re- 
sults. Under  a system  of  discriminating  duties,  im- 
posed for  purposes  of  revenue,  in  union  with  the  pro- 
visions of  existing  laws,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  policy 
will  in  the  future  be  fixed  and  permanent — so  as  to 
avoid  those  constant  fluctuations  which  defeat  the  very 
objects  they  have  in  view.  We  shall  thus  best  main- 
tain a position,  which,  while  it  will  enable  us  the  more 
readily  to  meet  the  advances  of  other  countries  calcu- 
lated to  promote  our  trade  and  commerce,  will  at  the 
same  time  leave  in  our  own  hands  the  means  of  retak- 
ing, with  greater  effect,  unjust  regulations. 

In  intimate  connection  with  the  question  of  revenue, 
is  that  which  makes  provision  for  a suitable  fiscal 
agent,  capable  of  adding  increased  facilities  in  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues,  ren- 
dering more  secure  their  custody,  and  consulting  a true 
economy  in  the  great  multiplied  and  delicate  operations 
of  the  treasury  department.  Upon  such  an  agent  de- 
pends in  an  eminent  degree,  the  establishment  of  a 
currency  of  uniform  value,  which  is  of  so  great  impor- 
tance to  all  the  essential  interests  of  society,  and  on  the 
wisdom  to  be  manifested  in  its  creation  much  depends. 
So  intimately  interwoven  are  its  operations,  not  only 
with  the  interests  of  individuals,  but  of  states,  that  it 
may  be  regarded,  to  a great  degree,  as  controlling 
both.  If  paper  be  used  as  the  chief  medium  of  circm 
lation,  and  the  power  be  vested  in  the  government  of 
issuing  it  at  pleasure,  either  in  the  form  of  treasury 
drafts  or  any  other;  or,  if  banks  be  used  as  the  public 
depositaries,  with  liberty  to  regard  all  surpluses  from 
day  to  day,  as  so  much  added  to  their  active  capital, 
prices  are  exposed  to  constant  fluctuations,  and  indus- 
try to  severe  suffering.  In  the  one  case  political  conside- 
tations  directed  to  party  purposes  tnav  cantrol,  while 
excessive  cupidity  may  prevail  in  the  other.  The  pub- 
lic is  thus  constantly  liable  to  imposition.  Expansions 
and  contractions  may  follow  each  other  in  rapid  suc- 
cession— the  one  engendering  a reckless  spirit  of  ad- 
venture and  speculation,  which  embraces  states  as  well 
as  individuals — the  other  causing  a fall  in  prices,  and 
accomplishing  an  entire  change  in  the  aspect  of  affairs. 
Stocks  of  all  sorts  rapidly  decline,  individuals  are  ruin- 
ed, and  states  embarrassed — even  in  their  efforts  to 
meet  with  punctuality  the  interest  on  their  debts. 
Such  unhappily  is  the  condition  of  things  now  existing 
in  the  United  States.  These  effects  may  rapidly  be 
traced  to  the  causes  above  referred  to.  The  public  re- 
venues being  removed  from  the  then  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  under  an  order  of  a late  president,  were 
placed  in  selected  state  banks,  which  actuated  by  the 
double  motive  of  conciliating  the  government  and  aug- 
menting their  profits  to  the  greatest  possible  extent,  en- 
larged extravagantly  their  discounts,  thus  enabling  all 
other  existing  banks  to  do  the  same.  Large  dividends 
were  declared,  which  stimulating  the.  cupidity  of  capi- 
talists, caused  a rush  to  be  made  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  respective  slates  for  similar  acts  of  incorporation, 
which  bv  many  of  the  states,  tinder  a temporary  infa- 
tuation, were  readily  granted — and  thus  the  augmen- 
tation. of  the  circulating  medium,  consisting  almost 
exclusively  of  paper,  produced  a most  fatal  delusion. 
An  illustration  derived  from  the  land  sales  of  the  period 
alluded  to,  will  serve  best  to  show  the  effect  of  the 
whole  system.  The  average  sales  of  the  public  lands 
for  a period  of  ten  years  prior  to  1S34,  had  not  much 
exceeded  $2,000,000  per  annum.  In  1834.  they  at- 
tained in  round  numbers  to  the  amount  of  $6  O0U  000, 
in  the  succeeding  5’ear  of  1835,  they  reached  16,000,000 
of  dollars,  and  the  next  year,  of  1836,  they  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  $25,000,000 — thus  crowding 
into  the  short  space  of  three  years  upwards  of  seventy- 
three  years’  purchase  of  the  public  domain.  So  appa- 
rent had  become  the  necessity  of  arresting  this  course 
of  things,  that  the  executive  department  assumed  the 
highly  questionable  power  of  discriminating  in  the  funds 
to  be  used  in  payment,  by  different  classes  of  public 
debtors.  A discrimination  which  was  doubtlessly  de- 
signed to  correct  ttiis  most  ruinous  state  of  things,  by 
the  exaction  of  specie  in  all  payments  for  the  public 
lands,  but  which  could  not  at  once  arrest  the  tide  which 
had  so  strongly'  setin.  Hence  the  demands  forspecie 
became  unceasing,  and  corresponding  prostration  rapid- 
ly ensued  under  the  necessities  created  with  the  banks, 
to  curtail  their  discounts,  and  thereby  to  reduce  their 
circulation  I recur  to  these  things  with  no  disposition 
to  censure  pre-existing  administrations  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  simply  in  exemplification  of  the  position 
which  I have  assumed.  If,  then,  any  fiscal  agent  which 
may  be  created,  shall  be  placed  without  due  restric- 
tions, either  in  the  hands  of  the  administrators  of  the 
government,  or  those  of  private  individuals,  the  temp- 
tation to  abuse  will  prove  to  be  resistless.  Objects  of 
political  aggrandisement  may  seduce  the  first,  and  the 
promptings  of  a boundless  cupidity  will  assail  the  last. 
Aided  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  it  will  be  tbe  plea- 
sure of  congress  so  to  guard  and  fortify  the  public  inte- 
rests, in  the  creation  of  any  naxv  agent,  as  to  place 
them,  so  far  as  human  wisdum  can  accomplish  it.  on  a 
footing  of  perfect  security.  Within  a few  years  past 
throe  different  schemes  have  been  before  ihe  country. 
The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  expired 
by  its  own  limitations  in  1836;  an  effort  WA9  made  to 
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renew  it  which  received  the  sanction  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  but  the  president  of  the  United  States  ex- 
ercistd  Ins  veto  power,  and  the  measure  w;ts  defeated. 
A regard  to  truth  requites  me  to  say,  that  the  president 
was  fully  sustained  in  the  course  he  had  taken  by  the 
popular  vo  e.  His  successor  to  the  chair  of  state  un- 
qualifiedly pronounced  his  opposition  to  any  new  char- 
ter of  a similar  institution;  and  not  only  the  popular 
election  which  brought  him  into  power,  but  the  elections 
through  much  of  his  term  seemed  clearly  to  indicate  a 
concurrence  with  him  in  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the 
people.  After  the  public  moneys  were  withdrawn  from 
the  United  States  bank,  they  were  placed  in  deposite 
with  the  state  hanks,  and  the  result  of  that  policy  has 
been  before  the  country.  To  say  nothing  as  to  the 
question  whether  that  experiment  was  made  under  pro- 
pitious or  adverse  circumstances,  it  may  safely  be  as- 
serted that  it  did  receive  the  unqualified  condemnation 
of  most  of  i’s  early  advocates,  and  it  is  believed  was 
also  condemned  by  the  popular  sentiments.  The  ex- 
isting sub-treasury  system  does  not  seem  to  stand  in 
higher  favor  with  the  people,  but  has  recently  been 
condemned  in  a manner  too  plainly  indicated  to  admit 
of  a doubt.  Thus  in  the  short  period  of  eight  years, 
the  popular  voice  may  be  regarded  as  having  succes- 
sively condemned  each  of  the  three  schemes  of  finance 
to  which  I have  adverted.  As  to  the  first,  it  was  intro- 
duced at  a time  (1816)  when  the  state  banks,  then 
comparatively  few  in  number,  had  been  forced  to 
suspend  specie  payments  by  reason  of  the  war  which 
had  previously  prevailed  with  Great  Britain.  Whe- 
ther, if  the  United  States  bank  charier  which  ex- 
pired in  1811,  had  been  renewed  in  due  season,  it 
would  have  been  enabled  to  continue  specie  payments, 
during  the  war,  and  the  disastrous  period  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  which  immediately  succeeded,  is, 
to  say  the  least,  problematical;  and,  whether  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  bank  of  1816  produced  a restoration  of  specie 
payments,  or  the  same  was  accomplished  through  the 
instrumentality  of  other  means,  was  a matter  of  some 
difficulty  at  that  time  to  determine — certain  it  is,  that  for 
the  first  years  of  the  operation  of  that  bank,  its  course 
was  as  disastrous  as,  fur  the  greater  part  of  its  subse- 
quent career,  it  became  eminently  successful.  As  to 
the  second,  the  experiment  was  tried  with  a redundant 
treasury,  which  continued  to  increase  until  it  seemed 
to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  distribute  the  surplus  re- 
venue among  the  stales — which,  operating  at  the  same 
time  with  the  specie  circular,  and  the  causes  before  ad- 
verted to,  caused  them  to  suspend  specie  payments, 
and  involved  the  country  in  the  greatest  embarrass- 
ment. And  as  to  the  third,  if  carried  through  all  the 
stages  of  its  transmutation,  from  paper  and  specie,  to 
nothing  hut  the  precious  metals,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
insecurity  of  the  public  moneys,  its  injurious  effects 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  countty,  in  its  unqualifi- 
ed condemnation.  What  is  now  to  be  regarded  as 
the  judgment  of  the  American  people  on  this  whole 
subject,  I have  no  accurate  means  of  determining  but 
by  appealing  to  their  more  immediate  representatives. 
The  lute  contest,  which  terminated  in  the  election  of 
general  Harrison  to  the  presidency  was  decided  on 
principles  well  known  and  openly  declared;  and  while 
the  sub-treasury  received  in  the  result  the  most  decid- 
ed condemnation,  yet  no  other  scheme  of  finance 
seemed  to  have  been  concurred  in.  To  you,  then, 
who  have  come  more  directly  from  the  body  of  our 
common  constituents,  1 submit  the  entire  question,  as 
best  qualified  to  give  a full  exposition  of  their  wishes 
and  opinions.  1 shall  he  ready  to  concur  with  you  in 
the  adoption  of  such  system  as  you  may  propose,  re- 
serving to  myself  the  ultimate  power  of  rejecting  any 
measure  which  may,  in  my  view  of  it,  conflict  with 
the  constitution,  or  otherwise  jeopardize  the  power  of 
the  country — a power  which  I could  not  part  with  even 
if  I would,  but  which  1 will  not  believe  any  act  of 
yours  will  call  into  requisition. 

I beg  leave  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
accompanying  report  from  the  secretary  of  war.  Be- 
sides the  present  state  of  the  war  which  has  so  long 
afflicted  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  the  various  other 
matters  of  interest  therein  referred  to,  you  will  learn 
from  it  that  the  secretary  has  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
the  abuses,  which  promises  to  develop  gross  enormi- 
ties in  connection  with  Indian  treaties  which  have 
been  negotiated,  as  well  as  in  the  expenditures  for  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  He  repre- 
sent- also  other  irregularities  of  a serious  nature  that 
have  grown  up  in  the  practice  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, which  will  require  the  appropriation  of  upwards 
of  8200,0(10  to  correct,  and  which  claim  the  immedi- 
ate attention  of  congress. 

In  reflecting  on  the  proper  means  of  defending  the 
country,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  consequences, 
which  the  introduction  and  use  of  the  power  of  steam 
upon  the  ocean  are  likely  to  produce  in  wars  between 
rnaratime  states.  We  cannot  yet  see  the  extent  to 
which  this  power  may  be  applied  in  belligerent  opera- 
tions, connecting  itself  as  it  does  with  recent  improve- 
ments in  the  science  of  gunnery  and  projectiles;  but 
we  need  have  no  fear  of  being  left,  in  regard  to  these 
things,  behind  the  most  active  and  skilful  of  other  na- 
tions, if  the  genius  and  enterprise  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens receive  proper  encouragement  and  direction  from 
government. 

True,  wisdom  would,  nevertheless,  seem  to  dictate 
the  necessity  of  placing  in  perfect  condition  those. for- 
tifications which  are  designed  for  the  protection  of  our 
principal  cities  and  roadsteads.  For  the  defence  of 
our  extensive  maritime  coast,  our  chief  reliance  should 
be  placed  on  our  navy,  aided  by  those  inventions  which 


are  destined  to  recommend  themselves  to  public  adop- 
tion— hut  no  time  should  be  lost  in  placing  our  princi- 
pal cities  on  the  sea-bold,  and  the  lakes,  in  a state  of 
entire  security  from  foreign  assault.  Separated  as  we 
are  from  the  countries  of  the  old  world,  and  in  much 
unaffected  by  t Itei r policy,  we  are  happily  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  large  standing  armies  in 
times  of  peace.  The  policy  which  was  adopted  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  laie 
war  with  Great  Britain,  of  preserving  a regularly  or- 
ganized staff,  sufficient  fur  the  command  of  a large 
military  force,  should  the  necessity  of  one  arise,  is 
founded  as  well  in  economy  as  in  true  wisdom.  Pro- 
vision is  thus  made,  upon  filling  up  the  rank  and  file, 
which  can  readily  he  done  on  any  emergency,  for  the 
introduction  of  a system  of  discipline,  both  promptly 
and  efficiently.  All  that  is  required  in  time  of  peace 
is  to  maintain  a sufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  our 
fortifications,  to  meet  any  sudden  contingency,  and  to 
encounter  the  first  shock  of  war.  Our  chiel  reliance 
must  he  placed  on  the  militia;  they  constitute  the  great 
body  of  national  guards,  and,  inspired  by  an  ardent 
luve  of  country,  will  he  ready  at  all  times,  and  at  all 
seasons,  to  repair  with  alacrity  to  its  defence.  It  will 
be  regarded  by  congress,  I doubt  not,  at  a suitable 
lime,  us  one  of  its  highest  duties  to  attend  to  their  com- 
plete organization  and  discipline. 

I cannot  avoid  recurring,  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  adopting 
some  suitable  measure,  whereby  the  unlimited  crea- 
tion of  hanks  by  the  states  may  he  corrected  in  future. 
Such  result  can  be  most  readily  achieved  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  states,  to  be  expressed  in  the  form  of  a com- 
pact among  themselves,  which  they  can  only  enter 
into  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  this  govern- 
ment. A consent  which  might,  in  the  present  emer- 
gency of  the  public  demands,  justifiably  be  given  by 
congress  in  advance  of  any  action  by  the  states  as  an 
inducement  to  such  action  upon  terms  well  defined  by 
the  act  of  tender.  Such  a measure  addressing  itself 
to  the  calm  reflection  of  the  states  would  find  in  the 
experience  of  the  past,  and  the  condition  of  the  pre- 
sent, much  to  sustain  it — and  it  is  greatly  to  be  doubt- 
ed whether  any  scheme  of  finance  can  prove  for  any 
length  of  time  successfully,  while  the  states  shall  con- 
tinue in  the  unrestrained  power  of  creating  banking 
corporations.  This  power  can  only  be  limited  by  their 
consent. 

With  the  adoption  of  a financial  agency  of  a satis- 
factory character,  the  hope  may  be  indulged  that  the 
country  may  once  more  return  to  a state  of  prosperity — 
measures  auxiliary". hereto,  and  in  some  measure  in- 
separably, connected  with  its  success,  will  doubtless 
claim  the  attention  of  congress.  Among  sucti  a dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
provided  such  distribution  does  not  force  upon  congress 
the  necessity  of  imposing  upon  commerce  heavier  bur- 
thens than  those  contemplated  by  the  act  of  1833,  would 
act  as  an  efficient  remedial  measure  by  being  brought 
directly  in  aid  of  the  states.  As  one  sincerely  devoted 
to  the  task  of  preserving  a just  balance  in  our  system 
ot  government  by  the  maintenance  of  the  stales  in  a 
condition  the  most  free  and  respectable,  and  in  the  full 
possession  of  all  their  power,  I can  no  otherwise  than 
feel  desirous  for  their  emancipation  from  the  situation  to 
which  the  pressure  on  their  finances  now  subject  them. 
And  while  I must  repudiate,  as  a measure  founded  in 
error,  and  wanting  constitutional  sanction,  the  slightest 
approach  to  an  assumption  by  this  government  of  the 
debts  of  the  states,  yet  I can  see  in  the  distribution  ad- 
verted to,  much  to  recommend  it.  The  compacts  be- 
tween the  proprietor-states  and  this  government  ex- 
pressly guarantee  to  the  stares  all  the  benefits  which 
may  arise  from  the  sales.  The  mode  by  which  this  is 
to  be  effected  addresses  itself  to  the  discretion  of  con- 
gress as  the  trustee  for  the  states,  and  its  exercise,  af- 
ter the  most  beneficial  manner,  is  restrained  by  no- 
thing in  the  grants  or  in  the  constitution  so  long  as 
congress  shall  consult  that  equality  in  the  distribution 
which  the  compacts  require.  In  the  present  condition 
of  some  of  the  states  the  question  of  distribution  may 
be  regarded  as  substantially  a question  between  direct 
and  indirect  taxation.  It'  the  distribution  be  not 
made  in  some  form  or  other,  the  necessity  will  daily 
become  more  urgent  with  the  debtor-states  for  a resort 
to  an  oppressive  system  of  direct  taxation,  or  their  cre- 
dit. an  necessarily  their  power  and  influence,  will  be 
greatly  diminished.  The  payment  of  taxes  often  the 
most  inconvenient  and  oppressive  mode,  will  be  exact- 
ed in  place  of  contributions  for  the  most  part  volun- 
tarily made,  and  therefore  comparatively  unoppressive. 
The  states  are  emphatically  the  constituents  of  this  go- 
vernment, and  we  should  he  entirely  regardless  of  the 
objects  held  in  view  by  them,  in  the  creation  of  this 
government,  if  we  could  be  indifferent  to  their  good. — 
The  happy  effects  of  such  a measure  upon  all  the  stales, 
would  immediately  he  manifested.  With  the  debtor 
states  it  would  effect  the  relief,  to  a great  extent  ot  the 
citizens  from  a heavy  burthen  of  direct  taxation,  which 
presses  with  severity  on  the  laboring  classes,  and  emi- 
nently assist  in  restoring  the  general  prosperity.  An 
immediate  advance  would  take  place  in  the  price  of  the 
state  securities,  and  the  atitudes  ot  the  stales  would  be- 
come once  more,  as  it  should  ever  he,  lofty  and  erect. 
With  stares  laboring  under  no  extreme  pressure  from 
debt,  the  fund  which  they  would  derive  from  this  source 
would  enable  them  to  improve  their  condition  iti  an 
eminent  degree.  So  fur  as  this  government  is  concern- 
ed, appropriations  to  domestic  objects  approaching  in 
amount  the  revenue  derived  from  the  land  sales  might 
he  abandoned,  and  thus  a system  of  unequal  and  there- 


fore unjust  legislation  would  be  substituted  by  one  dis- 
pensing equality  to  all  the  members  of  this  confederacy. 
Whether  such  distribution  should  be  made  directly  to 
the  stales  in  the  proceeds  ol  the  sales,  or  in  the  form  of 
profits  by  virtue  of  the  operations  of  any  fiscal  agency 
having  those  proceeds  a?  its  basis,  should  such  measure 
he  contemplated  by  congress,  would  well  deserve  its 
consideration.  Nor  would  such  disposition  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales,  in  any  manner,  prevent  congress 
from  time  to  time  from  passing  all  necessary  pre-emp- 
tion laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  actual  settlers — or  from 
making  any  new  arrangement  as  to  the  price  ot  the 
public  lands  which  might  in  future  be  esteemed  desir- 
able. 

The  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  requires  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  congress.  By  the  operation  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March  1837,  entitled  "an  act  for  the 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension 
fund” — that  fund  has  been  exhausted.  It  will  he  seen, 
from  the  accompanying  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
pensions,  that  there  will  be  requited,  for  ffie  payment 
of  navy  pensions,  on  the  first  of  July  next,  884,006  063, 
and  on  tile  first  of  January,  lSa2,  to  sum  of  860,000. 
In  addition  to  these  sums,  about  86,000  will  be  required 
to  pay  arrears  of  pensions  which  will  probably  he  al- 
lowed between  the  first  of  July  and  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry, 1842,  making  111  the  whole  8150, 006  063.  To  meet 
these  payments,  there  is,  within  the  control  of  the  de- 
partment, the  sum  ol  $28,040,  leaving  a deficiency  of 
$121,969  06j.  The  public  faith  requires  that  immedi- 
ate provision  should  be  made  lor  the  payment  of  these 
sums. 

In  order  to  introduce  into  the  navy  a desirable  effi- 
ciency, a new  system  of  accountability  may  be  found 
to  be  indispensably  necessary.  To  mature  a plan  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  accomplishment  of  an  end  so  im- 
portant, and  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  coun- 
try, requires  more  time  than  lias  yet  been  allowed  to 
the  secretary  at  the  head  of  that  department.  The  hope 
is  indulged  that,  by  the  time  of  your  next  regular  ses- 
sion, measures  of  importance,  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  may  be  matured  for  your 
consideration. 

Although  the  laws  regulating  the  post  office  depart- 
ment only  require  from  the  officer  charged  with  its  di- 
rection to  report  at  the  usual  annual  session  ol  congress, 
the  postmaster  general  has  presented  to  me  some  lacts 
connected  with  the  financial  condition  of  the  depart- 
ment, which  are  deemed  worthy  the  attention  of  con- 
gress. By  the  accompanying  report  of  that  officer,  it 
appears  the  existing  liabilities  of  that  department, 
beyond  the  means  of  payment  at  its  command,  cannot 
be  less  than  $500,01)0.  As  the  laws  organizing  that 
branch  of  the  public  service,  confine  the  expenditure 
to  its  own  revenues,  deficiencies  therein  cannot  be  pre- 
sented under  the  usual  estimates  for  the  expenses  of 
government.  It  must,  therefore,  he  left  to  congress  to 
determine  whether  the  moneys  now  due  the  contrac- 
tors shall  be  paid  from  the  public  treasury,  or  whether 
that  department  shall  continue  under  its  present  em- 
barrassments. It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the 
postmaster  general,  that  the  recent  lettings  of  contracts 
in  several  of  the  states,  have  been  made  at  such  reduc- 
ed rates  of  compensation,  as  to  encourage  the  belief 
that  if  the  department  was  relieved  from  existing  diffi- 
culties, its  future  operations  might  be  conducted  with- 
out any  further  call  upon  the  general  treasury. 

The  power  of  appointing  to  office  is  one  of  a charac- 
ter the  most  delicate  and  responsible.  The  appointing 
power  is  even  moie  exposed  to  he  led  into  error.  With 
anxious  solicitude  to  select  the  most  trustworthy  for  of- 
ficial station,  I cannot  be  supposed  to  possess  a person- 
al knowledge  of  the  qualifications  of  every  applicant.  I 
deem  it  therefore  proper  111  this  most  public  manner,  to 
invite  on  the  part  of  the  senate  a just  scrutiny  into  the 
character  and  pretensions  of  every  person  I may  bring 
to  their  notice  in  the  regular  form  of  a nomination  for 
office.  Unless  persons  every  way  trustworthy  are  em- 
ployed in  the  public  service,  corruption  and  irregulari- 
ty will  inevitably  follow.  1 shall  with  the  greatest  cheer- 
fulness acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  that  body,  and  re- 
garding it  as  wisely  constituted  to  aid  the  executive 
department  in  the  performance  of  this  delicate  duty,  I 
shall  look  toils  “consent  and  advice”  as  given  only  in 
iurterance  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  I shall 
also,  at  the  earliest  proper  occasion,  invite  the  attention 
of  congress  to  such  measures  as,  in  my  judgment,  will 
be  best  calculated  to  regulate  and  control  the  executive 
power  in  reference  to  this  vitally  important  subject. 

I shall  also,  at  the  proper  season,  invite  your  atten- 
tion to  the  statutary  enactments  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  which  may  require  to  be  rendered  more 
efficient  in  their  provisions.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  traffic  is  on  the  increase.  Whedier  such  in- 
crease is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  abolition  ol  slave  labor 
in  the  British  possessions  in  our  vicinity,  and  an  atten- 
dant diminution  in  the  supply  of  those  articles  which 
enter  into  the  general  consumption  of  the  world,  there- 
by augmenting  the  demand  bom  other  quarters,  and 
thus  calling  for  additional  labor,  it  were  needless  to  in- 
quire. The  highest  considerations  of  public  honor,  as 
well  as  the  strongest  promptings  qf  humanity,  require 
a resort  to  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  supptess  the 
trade. 

lit  conclusion,  I beg  to  invite  your  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  this  District;  nor  do  I doubt  but 
that  in  a liberal  spirit  of  legislation  you  will  seek  to  ad- 
vance its  commercial  ns  well  as  its  local  interests. 
Should  congress  deem  it  to  he  its  duty  to  repeal  die  ex- 
isting sub-treasury  law,  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
suitable  place  of  deposite  for  the  public  moneys  which 
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may  be  required  within  the  District,  must  be  apparent 
to  all. 

I have  felt  it  due  to  the  country  to  present  the  forego- 
ing topics  to  your  consider.  tion  and  reflection.  Others 
with  which  it  might  not  seem  proper  to  trouble  you  at 
an  extraordinary  session,  will  be  laid  before  you  at  a 
future  day.  I am  happy  in  committing  the  important 
affairs  of  the  country  into  your  hands.  The  tendency 
of  public  sentiment,  I am  pleased  to  believe,  is  to- 
wards the  adoption,  in  a spirit  of  union  and  harmony, 
of  such  measures  as  will  fortify  the  public  interests.  To 
cherish  such  a tendency  of  public  opinion  is  the  task  of 
an  elevated  patriotism.  That  differences  of  opinion, 
as  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  these  desirable  ob- 
jects, should  exist,  is  reasonably  to  be  expected.  Nor 
can  all  be  made  satisfied  with  any  system  of  measures; 
but  I flatter  myself  with  the  hops  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people  will  readily  unite  in  support  of  those 
whose  efforts  spring  from  a disinterested  desire  to  pro- 
mote their  happiness — to  preserve  the  federal  and  state 
governments  within  their  respective  orbits — to  cultivate 
peace  with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  on  just  and  ho- 
norable grounds — to  exact  obedience  to  the  laws — to 
entrench  liberty  and  property  in  full  security — and, 
consulting  the  most  rigid  economy,  to  abolish  all  useless 
expenses.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  1,  1841. 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  that  10,000  additional  copies 
of  the  message  be  printed,  together  with  1,500  co- 
pies accompanied  by  the  documents. 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  to  Mr.  Mangum  to  modify 
his  motion  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  copies  to 
be  printed  from  10,000  to  5,000. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  M.  consented  to 
make  the  modification  proposed,  so  that  his  motion 
should  be  to  print  5.000  copies  of  the  message, 
of  which  number  1,500  should  be  accompanied 
with  all  the  documents  sent  with  the  message. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  Itis  satisfaction  that  this  mo- 
dification had  been  made,  as  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  larger  number  would  have  been  useless.  He 
said,  however,  that  he  had  not  risen  si  in  ply  for  the 
perpose  of  returning  his  thanks  to  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  but  also  to  avow  his  earnest  hope 
that  the  senate  would  early  commence  the  work  of 
curtailing  its  contingent  expenditure.  He  had 
heard  with  infinite  surprise  that  those  expenses  had 
increased  in  the  session  of  1838  to  so  fearful  an  ex- 
tent as  to  equal  in  that  single  year  the  whole 
amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  same  purpose 
for  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Adam’s  administration. 
They  ought  to  begin  to  set  the  example,  in  their 
own  habits,  of  a rigid  economy;  and  this  never 
could  be  accomplished  without  some  attention  to 
matters  of  detail.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  alarm- 
ing increase,  if  he  might  so  denominate  it,  certain 
ly  the  very  reprehensible  increase  of  the  senate’s 
expenses,  had  occurred  in  this  onegreat  item  of  the 
public  printing.  He  went  for  bringing  it  down  to 
what  hail  been  the  standard  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  most  happy  to  hear  such  an 
avowal  Irom  the  senatoi  from  Kentucky.  He  con- 
curred hearily  in  the  sentiment  that  the  senate 
ought  to  set  an  example  of  economy.  Without 
this  their  expenditures  would  continue  to  increase 
still  more.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  go  on 
to  economize  and  retrench  this  and  every  branch  of 
expenditure.  It  was  vain  to  make  to  the  people 
fair  promises,  unless  the  axe  were  laid  to  the  root 
of  the  evil:  public  virtue  and  the  efficient  defence 
of  the  country  called  for  Ihis  act  of  retrenchment: 
the  goverment  must  resort  to  no  demands  on  the 
people  but  for  objects  absolutely  and  indispensably 
necessary.  Unless  a due  regard  should  be  mani- 
fested to  public  economy,  Mr.  C.  would  never  vote 
to  lay  a cent  of  taxes  on  the  people. 

Mr.  Preston  rose  to  slate  tile  principle  on  which 
he  should  vote  for  5,000  copies  in  pieference  to 
10,000.  Heretofore  it  had  been  the  practice  to 
mark  the  sense  of  the  senate’s  approbation  of  a 
state  paper  by  the  number  of  copies  of  it  they  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  This  had  been  the  practice  on 
both  sides  of  the  house.  Mr.  P.  was  not  w illing  to 
act  on  any  such  ground;  and,  whatever  might  be 
his  opinion  of  the  present  document,  he  wished  to 
disconnect  himself  from  any  such  principle  as  that 
he  had  referred  to.  He  should  vote  at  this  time, 
and  at  all  times,  for  such  a number  only  as  he  deem- 
ed to  be  necessary  for  a due  circulation.  A presi- 
dent’s message  was  ordinarily  of  such  a length  that 
it  could  be  introduced  entire  into  the  public  papers; 
and  hence  there  was  the  less  necessity  for  a large 
number  of  extra  copies.  But  when  a document 
was  so  large  as  to  render  this  impracticable,  then 
there  might  be  a propriety  in  printing  and  circulat- 
ing it  under  franks.  Mr.  P.  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion with  the  course  of  his  friend  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Mangum);  he  had  moved  for  ten  thou- 
sand copies  as  an  expression  of  his  approbation  of 
the  message,  but  had  reduced  the  number  to  5,000 
as  an  homage  to  the  obligation  of  economy.  He 
took  this  early  occasion  of  pledging  himselfto  go 
on  in  carrying  outso  good  a principle. 


Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  ever  ready  to  unite 
with  gentlemen  of  any  political  side  of  the  house  in 
all  efforts  for  economy.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  start  out  with  the  avowal  of 
such  a determination  as  he  had  now  expressed  — 
However  Mr.  B.  might  differ  from  that  honorable 
gentleman  in  other  matters,  he  would  always  stand 
by  his  side  in  all  plans  to  promote  a reasonable,  not 
a niggardly  economy.  The  contingent  expendi- 
tures of  the  senate  for  Ihe  article  of  stationery  had 
been,  he  was  going  to  say,  disgracefully  extrava- 
gant. This  was  a consideration  which  must  come 
home  to  every  gentleman’s  feelings.  In  his  own 
case  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  using  much 
more  than  any  other  senator  of  articles  of  this  de- 
scription, unless  it  might  be  one  other  gentleman 
who  sat  near  him,  (Mr.  Wright);  but  this  would 
not  be  the  case  hereafter;  that  was  over  now;  there 
would  be  no  more  applications  to  himself  or  to  his 
friend  from  New  York  for  office.  Apart  from  this, 
Mr.  B.  had  not  consumed  stationery  over  the  value 
of  $20  in  any  one  session.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  reduce  this  consumption,  but  it  had  failed. 
He  felt  confident,  if  the  amount  used  by  each  sena- 
tor was  charged  to  his  personal  account,  ttie  object 
would  be  accomplished.  How  so  much  was  used 
he  could  not  conceive;  sure  he  was  it  was  not  by 
membeis  of  the  senate.  He  thought  that,  when 
keeping  their  eye  on  retrenchment,  stationery 
should  be  remembered  as  well  as  printing. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mangum,  as  modified,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  observed  that  he  hoped  while  gen- 
tlemen were  cherishing  purposes  of  economy  as  to 
the  expenditure  of  money,  they  would  not  neglect 
to  economize  time  also.  With  this  view,  he  gave 
notice  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  move  that  the  se- 
nate proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  standing 
committees,  and  also  to  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee,  to  whom  should  be  referred  so  much  ol 
the  president’s  message  as  related  to  the  financial 
concerns  and  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  the 
appointment  of  a fiscal  agent  for  the  pecuniary  pur- 
poses of  the  government. 

Several  gentlemen  here  (informally)  inquired  of 
Mr.  C.  what  soil  ol  fi-cal  agent  he  referred  to? 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  for  himself,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  avow  that  he  meant  a United  States  bank; 
but  other  gentlemen  might  prefer  some  other  lorm. 

The  senate  thereupon  adjourned. 

June  2.  The  journal  being  read,  Mr.  Benton  sub- 
mitted several  resolutions  ol  inqury  as  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  treasury  department;  which  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
arid  printed. 

The  president  read  the  34th  rule,  and  the  senate, 
according  to  order,  and  in  pursuance  of  said  rule, 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  chairmen  of  the  standing 
committees,  w hen  the  following  was  tile  result: 

Foreign  relations,  Mr.  Rives. 

Finance,  Mr.  Clay. 

Commerce,  Mr.  Huntington. 

Manufactures,  Mr.  Evans. 

Agiiculture,  Mr.  Linn. 

Military  aff'aiis,  Mr.  Preston. 

Militia,  Mr.  Phelps. 

Naval  affairs,  Mr.  Mangum. 

Public  lands,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana. 

Private  land  claims.  Mr.  Bayard. 

Indian  affairs,  Mr.  Moreheud. 

Claims,  Mr.  Graham. 

Revolutionary  claims,  Mr.  Dixon. 

Post  office  and  post  roads,  Mr.  Henderson. 

Roads  and  canals,  Mr.  Porter. 

Pensions,  Mr.  Bates. 

District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Merrick. 

Patents,  Mr.  Prentiss. 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  senate,  Mr.  While. 

On  engrossed  bills,  Mr.  Me  Roberts. 

On  the  public,  buildings,  Mr.  Barrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  chair  was  authorised 
to  fill  up  the  committees  and  report  them  tomor- 
row. 

Mr.  Clay,  then  moved  the  resolution  of  which  he 
had  given  notice  yesterday,  “that  so  much  of  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  a uniform  currency 
and  a suitable  fiscal  agent,  capable  of  adding  in- 
creased facilities  in  the  collection  and  disbursement 
and  security  of  the  public  revenue,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee.” 

The  resolution  was,  after  same  explanations  be- 
tween Messrs.  King  and  Clay,  agreed  to  nem  con. 

The  joint  resoluljon  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives in  relation  to  the  releience  of  so  much  ul  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  death  of  the 
president  to  a select  committee  having  bpen  taken 
up,  Mr.  Bayard  moved  that  a committee  of  five  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  that  the 
chair  appoint  the  same;  which  motion  having  been 
adopted,  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  May  31.  At  12  o’clock  the  house  of 
representatives  w as  called  to  order  by  Hugh  A.  Gar- 
land, esq.  clerk  of  the  house  for  the  Iasi  congress, 
by  whom  was  audibly  read  the  proclamation  of  the 
late  president  of  the  United  Slates  calling  an  ex- 
traordinary session  of  congress  at  tile  present  time. 

The  cleric  proceeded  to  organize  the  house  by 
calling  the  names  of  the  members  in  the  order  of 
the  states;  staling  that  his  proceeding  would  be 
based  upon  such  information  as  had  been  received 
at  the  clerk’s  office. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  the  following 
members  answered  to  Iheir  names: 

From  Maine — Messrs.  Allen,  Bronson,  Clifford, 
Fessenden,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Marshall  and  Ran- 
dall. 

From  New  Hampshire — Messrs.  Atherton,  Burke, 
Eastman,  Reding  and  Shaw. 

From  Massachusetts — Messrs.  Adams,  Baker, 
Borden,  Biiggs,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Cushing,  Hast- 
ings, Hudson.  Parmenter,  Saltonstall  and  Winthrop. 

From  Rhode  Island — Messrs.  Cranston  and  Til- 
linghast. 

From  Connecticut — Messrs.  Boardman,  Brock- 
way, Osborne,  Smith,  Trumbull  and  Williams. 

From  Vermont — Messrs.  Everettj  Hall,  Mattocks, 
Slade  and  Young. 

From  New  York — Messrs.  Babcock,  Barnard, 
Birdseye.  Blair.  Bowne,  Brewster,  Childs,  Chit- 
tenden, Staley  N.  Clarke,  John  C Clark,  Clinton, 
Davis,  Doig,  Egbert,  Feiris,  Fillmore,  John  G. 
Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Foster,  Gates,  Gordon, 
Greig,  Houck,  Hunt,  Linn,  McClellan,  MrKeon, 
Maynard.  Alorgari,  Oliver,  Partridge,  Riggs,  Roose- 
velt, Sanfoid,  Tomlinson.  Van  Buren,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Ward,  Wood  and  Young. 

From  New  Jersey — Messrs.  A verigg,  Halsted, 
Max  well,  Randolph,  Stra'ton  and  Yorke. 

From  Pennsylvania — Messrs.  Bidlack,  Charles 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Cooper,  Dimock,  Ed- 
waids,  Fornanee,  Gerry,  Gustine,  Henry,  Inger- 
soll,  Irvin,  Irwin,  Jack.  James,  Keim,  Lawrence, 
Marchand,  Newhard,  Plainer.  Ramsey,  Sergeant, 
Simonton,  Snyder,  Toland  and  Westbrook. 

From  Delaware — Mr.  Rodney. 

From  Maryland — Messrs.  Johnson,  Jones,  Ken- 
nedy, Mason,  Pearce,  Randall,  Sollers  and  Wil- 
liams. 

From  Virginia — Messrs.  Banks,  Barton,  Bolts, 
Cary,  Coles,  Giliner,  Goggin.  Goode.  Harris.  Hays, 
Hopkins,  Hunter,  Hilliard,  Jones,  Mallory,  Powell, 
Sieerirod.  Smart,  Summers,  Taliaferro  and  Wise. 

From  North  Carolina  — Messrs.  Arlington,  Cald- 
well, Daniel,  Deberry,  Graham,  McKay,  Rayner, 
Rencher,  Saunders,  Shepperd,  Slanly  and  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — Messrs  Sampson  H.  But- 
ler, William  Builer,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Holmes, 
Pickens,  Rhett,  Rogprs  and  Smnter. 

From  Georgia — Messrs.  Alford,  Dawson,  Gam- 
ble, Habersham,  King,  Meriwether,  Nisbet  and 
Wairen. 

Fmm  Kentucky  —Messrs.  Andrews,  Bovd,  But- 
ler, Davis,  Green,  Marshall,  Owsley,  Pope,  Sprigg, 
Thompson,  Triplett,  Underwood  and  White. 

From  Tennessee — Messrs.  Arnold,  Milton  Brown, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Ca- 
riiihers,  Gentry,  Johnson.  McClellan,  Turney, 
Watterson,  Christopher  H.  Williams  and  Joseph 
L.  Williams. 

From  Ohio — Messrs.  Andrews,  Cowen,  Dean, 
Doane.  Giddings,  Goode,  Hastings,  Mason,  Ma- 
t h lot,  Mathews,  Medill,  Morris.  Morrow,  Pendle- 
ton, Ridgway,  Russell,  Stokeley,  Sweney  and 
Weller. 

From  Louisiana — Messrs.  Moore  and  White. 

From  Indiana — Messrs.  Cravens.  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Proffit,  Thompson,  Wallace  and  White. 

Mississippi  and  Illinois — The  clerk  stated  I hat  no 
know  ledge  of  any  election  in  these  two  states  had 
come  to  his  office. 

Jllabama — The  clerk  stated  that  an  election  had 
been  held,  but  nothing  was  known  here  of  the  re- 
sult. 

From  Jlrkansas — Mr.  Cross. 

From  Michigan — Mr.  Howard. 

Mr.  Halsled  rose  tor  information.  He  desired  the 
clerk  to  inform  by  what  authority  tile  name  ot  J.nm 
Banks,  of  Virginia,  W'as  placed  upon  the  roll,  (Mr. 
H.)  Understood  that  there  was  a person  contesting 
his  seat,  and  w ho  claimed  to  have  a majority  of  the 
legal  votes. 

The  clerk  here  read  the  regular  certificate  of 
election  of  the  members  from  Ihe  state  of  Virginia, 
issued  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  acting 
governor  of  the  commonwealth,  and  signed  by  J. 
H.  Richardson,  clerk,  Stc.  The  clerk  remarked 
that  this  was  the  only  paper  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  Halsted  remarked  that  Ihis  was  the  same 
evidence  as  was  presented  by  the  New  Jersey  mein- 
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bers  at  the  last  congress,  and  on  which  they  were 
refused  their  seats. 

The  clerk  having  announced  the  fact  of  the  at- 
tendance of  a quorum,  &c. 

Mr.  Hunt  ottered  a rosolutiou  that  the  members 
present  now  proceed  to  the  organization  ot  the 
house  by  election  or speaker. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  understood  to  inquire  whether 
the  resolution  should  not  express  the  manner  of  the 
election? 

Mr.  Hunt  was  understood  to  say  he  would  insert 
viva  voice. 

Mr.  Lewie  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  “viva  voice,”  and  in- 
setting the  words  “by  ballot.”  He  said,  in  support 
of  this  motion,  that  the  choice  by  ballot  was  the 
good  old  mode  which  had  prevailed  ever  since  the 
roundation  of  the  government,  until  within  a few 
years  since,  when  the  “viva  voice”  was  establish- 
ed— lor  what  purpose  it  was  not  necessary  now  to 
say.  He  was  in  favor  of  restoring  the  ancient 
usage  or  custom,  which  had  worked  so  well,  and 
not  of  introducing  the  new  rule.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  house  would  adopt  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  taken; 
an  affirmative  vote  having  been  given,  the  clerk 
declared  himself  unable  to  decide  by  the  sound. 

Mr.  Weller  asked  lor  tellers;  and  the  house  hav- 
ing signified  its  assent  thereto — Mr.  Weller  and 
Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  were  appointed  tellers  by  the 
clerk. 

Mr.  Hopkins  inquired  of  the  clerk  if  it  was  in 
order  to  call  lor  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  clerk  said  the  gentleman  had  that  right. 

And  the  house  having  ordered  the  yeas  and  nays, 
the  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken  and  was 
decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  66,  nays  154.  So 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  resolution — 
Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting 
alter  the  word  “speaker”  the  words  “and  clerk.” 

Mr.  Everett  was  understood  to  say  that  the  house 
must  go  into  the  election  of  speaker  before  organi- 
zation, but  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  any 
piovison  or  to  do  any  thing  but  that  before  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  that,  lor  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing the  house,  we  must  have  a speaker.  The 
speaker’s  first  duty  was  to  swear  in  the  members, 
and  he,  (Mr.  H.)  was  not  aware  that  the'  hou3e,  at 
this  stage  of  its  existence,  had  ever  adopted  any  re- 
solution other  than  for  the  election  ol  speaker. — 
That  being  done  and  the  members  being  sworn  in, 
then  a resolution  to  proceed  to  the  election  ol  clerk 
would  be  introduced  as  a distinct,  independent  pro- 
position, to  be  acted  on  by  them  as  sworn  members 
of  tile  house. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  did  not  see,  he  said,  any  dif- 
ficulty in  acting  upon  the  pioposition  in  this  way. 
He  would,  however,  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  renewed  it.  The  eiiect  of  it,  he  said, 
was  simply  this:  that  the  house  would  proceed  to 
tile  election  ol  clerk  to-day  as  well  as  to  the  elec- 
tion ol  speaker.  That  was  the  whole  sum  and  sub- 
stance. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  whether  it  had  not  been 
usual  immediately  alter  the  election  of  speaker  lor 
that  officer  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  members? 

The  clerk  replied  that  it  had  been  usual. 

Mr.  Fillmore  hoped,  then,  that  the  custom  would 
not  be  departed  Ironi. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  election  of  speaker  would, 
as  a matter  of  course,  take  precedence.  The  spea- 
ker being  elected  under  tiie  resolution,  he  would 
administer  the  oath  to  the  members,  and  then  the 
house  would  proceed  at  once  to  the  election  of  clerk. 
Thai  was  the  whole  operation. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  he  was  as  much  in  favor  of  going 
into  the  eleciion  of  clerk  to-day  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  was;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  (Mr.  H.)  that  the  house  had  better  organize 
first.  He  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken  on  his 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  objected  to  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  in  order  before  a speaker  had 
been  elected. 

Mr.  Barnard  objected  to  the  amendment  on  a 
constitutional  principle.  He  thought  it  wrong. — 
He  thought  this  body,  as  it  was,  could  now  do  no- 
thing but  elect  a speaker.  When  a speaker  had 
been  elected,  and  the  members  were  sworn  in,  which 
they  could  not  be  till  then,  a motion  might  then  be 
entertained  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  clerk. 

Mr.  Wise,  to  meet  this  objection,  said  he  would 
so  inodily  his  motion  as  to  read  “that  the  house 
would  proceed  to  the  election  of  speaker,  and  there- 
after, and  after  the  speaker  had  sworn  in  the  mem- 
bers of  this  house,  to  the  election  of  cleik  in  like 
manner.” 

Mr.  Barnard.  That  does  not  obviate  my  objection. 


Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  house  could  take  order  to 
proceed  to  the  election  of  clerk  as  well  as  speaker, 
and  might  unite  the  order  for  the  election  ol  both 
in  the  same  resolution  as  well  as  to  proceed  under 
a different  resolution  in  each  case. 

Mr.  W.  then  read  the  following  note  to  rule  18  of 
last  congress: 

“There  is  no  law,  resolution,  rule  or  order  direct- 
ing the  appointment  of  the  clerk  of  the  house.  On 
the  1st  April,  1789,  being  the  first  day  that  a quorum 
of  the  house  assembled  under  the  new  constitution, 
the  house  immediately  elected  a clerk  by  ballot, 
without  a previous  order  having  been  passed  for 
that  purpose,  although,  in  the  case  of  the  speaker, 
who  wii3  chosen  on  the  same  day,  an  order  was 
previously  adopted.” 

Now,  (continued  Mr.  W.)  although  this  was  the 
first  time,  yet  he  thought  that  the  order  should  be 
taken  for  clerk  as  well  as  speaker.  The  election 
of  the  one  need  not  interfere  with  the  election  of 
the  other;  and  the  election  of  both  was  necessary 
to  complete  the  organization  of  the  house.  It  was 
a question  simply  whether  the  house  would  take 
order  separately  as  to  one,  or  conjointly  as  to  both. 
He  preferred  the  latter  mode,  so  that  the  house 
might  proceed  immediately  to  business.  He  would 
not  detain  the  house  with  remarks  on  the  difference 
between  tweedle-duiri  and  tweedle-dee. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  was  understood  to  object  to  the 
amendment — arguing  that  what  was  necessary 
to  be  done  before  the  members  were  sworn  in  must 
be  done,  and  that  what  was  not  necessary  ought  not 
to  be  done 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wise  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Hunt;  and  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  without  a devision. 

So  the  house  determined  to  proceed  at  this  time 
to  the  election  of  speaker  viva  voce. 

The  clerk  appointed  Messrs.  Underwood,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire  and  John  C. 
Clark,  of  New  York,  tellers  to  superintend  the  roll. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  vote,  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  result: 

The  whole  number  of  votes  polled  . 221 

Necessary  to  a choice  . . . .111 

Of  which  Joseph  Lawrence,  of  Pa.  received  5 
Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia  . 8 

John  White,  of  Kentucky  . 121 

J.  W.  Jones,  of  Virginia  . 84 

Scattering  . 3 

So,  on  the  first  vote,  the  hon.  John  White,  hav> 
ing  received  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  27 1 h congress. 

Mr.  Triplett,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Keim,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  requested  by  the  clerk  to  wait  upon 
the  speaker,  to  inlorm  thatgentlemen  of  his  election, 
aii'l  to  conduct  him  to  the  chair. 

Accordingly,  in  a few  moments,  the  speaker  ap- 
peared, and  v\  as  conducted  to  the  chair;  whereupon, 
lie  addressed  the  house  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  I cannot  sufficiently  express  the 
obligations  1 feel  for  the  distinguished  honor  con- 
lerred  upon  me.  I undertake  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  this  station  w ith  unfeigned  distrust  of  my 
qualifications.  I am  sensible  ol  Ihe  magnitude  and 
difficulty  of  the  task,  of  its  arduous  duties,  of  irs 
high  responsibilities.  Six  years’  service  in  this 
body  has  taught  me  that  this  chair  is  no  bed  of  down, 
especially  in  a time  of  great  political  excitement. 
Nothing  but  a conviction  that  the  same  generous 
confidence  which  placed  me  here  would  continue 
lo  support  me  in  the  faithful  and  impartial  discharge 
of  my  duty  could  have  induced  me  to  accept  this 
office.  The  duty  of  presiding  over  a numerous  as- 
sembly like  this,  when  even  no  party  divisions  exist, 
when  no  other  than  ordinary  business  is  proposed  to 
be  considered  and  parsed  upon — is  no  easy  task.  But 
perhaps  there  has  been  no  period  in  the  history  of 
this  country  when  the  duties  of  this  chair  were  more 
important,  its  responsibilities  greater,  its  intrinsic 
difficulties  more  embarrassing.  Independent  of 
that  exciled  pai ty  feeling — the  natural  result,  in  all 
free  governments,  of  personal  rivalship  — the  consi- 
deration and  discussion  of  those  great  questions 
which  have  caused  the  convention  of  this  special 
congress  will  no  doubt  give  rise  to  high  political 
excitement.  Under  these  circumslanc.es,  1 dare 
not  hope  I shall  be  able  to  give  unqualified  satisfac- 
tion no  matter  how  faithful,  how  zealous,  how  im- 
partial I may  be.  It  shall,  however,  be  my  con- 
stant purpose  to  discharge  the  functions  of  this  sta- 
tion w ith  a singleness  of  purpose  and  a fidelity  of 
intention  that  w ill  secure  to  tne  the  approbation,  I 
trust,  ol  the  just  and  liberal  of  all  parties. 

Candor,  gentlemen,  compels  me  to  say  I have 
never  made  the  rules  of  this  house  or  pailiainpnlary 
law  my  particular  study.  Experience  in  discharge 
of  the  duties  ot  this  chair,  I may  say  I have  none. 


The  qualifications  necessary  to  a prompt  and  able 
discharge  ot  the  duties  of  speaker  are  multifarious — 
some  of  them  difficult.  I will  not  detain  you  to 
enumerate  them  all;  the  mention  of  one,  however, 
which  I consider  paramount  to  all  others,  I cannot 
omit;  I need  scarcely  say  I allude  to  that  ot  impar- 
tiality— a rigid  and  uncompromising  impart iali ty  to- 
wards every  member;  to  the  exercise  oi  this  qualifi- 
cation I pledge  myself.  The  occupant  of  this  chair 
should  neither  lend  the  influence  of  Ins  position  to 
make  this  house  subservient  to  executive  dictation, 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to  encourage  a factious  op- 
position to  executive  recommendations.  Passive 
obedience  to  executive  will  is  not  less  fatal  to  liberty 
than  anarchy  itself.  The  true  spirit  of  a house  of 
representatives  is  to  reflect  faithfully  the  popular 
will.  If  it  be  true,  as  I hope  and  believe  it  is,  that 
this  house  is  the  citadel  of  American  freedom — the 
great  sheet  anchor  of  the  constitution — the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation — should  not  all  ils  deliberations 
be  characterized  with  order,  with  decorum,  with 
dignity?  I invoke  you,  gentlemen,  let  all  our  pro- 
I ceedings  be  marked  with  forbearance,  moderation, 

■ courtesy  and  patriotism.  If,  by  any  means,  this 
I body  has  impaired  its  high  character  as  a dignified 
| deliberative  assembly,  let  us  unite  one  and  all,  lo 
1 restore  it  to  its  former  good  standing.  Nothing,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  would  so  effectually  secure 
the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions  as  a sacred  ob- 
servance of  order  in  the  deliberations  of  this  house. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  accept  my  grateful 
thanks  lor  this  high  mark  of  confidence  and  respect. 
And  I entreat  you,  let  all  our  proceeding  be  such 
as  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  this  house,  maintain  the 
honor  of  the  country,  promote  the  public  good,  and 
preserve,  unimpaired,  the  integrity  of  this  glorious 
union. 

The  oath  of  office  was  thereupon  admininistered 
to  the  speaker  by  Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  gentleman  holding  the  oldest  com- 
mission as  a member  of  this  house. 

The  members  were  then  called  in  the  order  of 
the  states,  and  were  qualified  in  the  usual  form  by 
the  speaker. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  moved  that  the  house  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  clerk  viva  voce;  taking  that, 
he  said,  to  be  the  sense  of  the  house,  as  they  had 
already  elected  a speaker  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  “viva  voce,”  and  inserting  the 
w ord  “ballot.” 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  ; Mr.  Barnard ) whether  the  house  had  not 
already  voted  to  preler  the  viva  voce  mode  of  elec- 
tion? 

Mr.  Barnard.  In  relation  to  the  speaker,  yes. 

Mr.  fkise  would  like,  he  said,  to  hear  some  good 
reason  assigned,  if  thej-e  was  any,  why  a change 
should  be  made  in  the  case  of  clerk. 

Mr  Barnard.  I do  not  propose  to  debate  the 
question.  I prefer  to  vote. 

Mr.  Clfford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment. 

[Several  voices:  Oh!  no — no — vote  it  down  at 

OllCi'.] 

Mr.  Clifford  said:  Well,  if  the  house  W'as  willing 
to  vote  it  down,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion  lor 
the  yeas  and  nays.  And  the  motion  was  according- 
ly withdrawn. 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bar- 
nard was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
without  a division.  So  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
agreeing  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise;  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  without  a division. 

So  the  house  decided  that  it  would  now  proceed 
to  Ihe  election  of  clerk. 

A message  W'as  received  from  the  senate,  inform- 
ing the  house  that  a quorum  of  that  body  had  as- 
sembled, and  that  the  senate  was  ready  to  proceed 
to  business. 

The  following  gentlemen  W'ere  then  nominated 
for  clerk. 

Matthew  St.  C.  Clarke,  of  Washington,  by  Mr. 
Wise. 

F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine,  by  Mr.  Randall. 

Hugh  A.  Garland,  of  Va.  by  Mr.  Goode,  of  Va. 

Richard  C.  Mason,  of  Va.  by  Mr.  Powell. 

The  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Wise,  of  Va. 
Randall,  of  Maine,  and  Goode,  of  Va.  to  act  as 
tellers. 

The  house  then  proceeded  (o  vote,  and  we  pre- 
sent below  the  results  of  the  respective  ballots: 

1st  vote.  2 d vole.  3d  vole.  4lh  vote. 


Whole  number  ofvotes 

222 

219 

218 

220 

Necessary  to  a choice 

112 

110 

110 

111 

M.  St.  C.  Clarke  rec’d 

3S 

51 

91 

128 

F.  0.  J . Smith, 

9(1 

90 

80 

67 

H.  A.  Garland, 

81 

61 

15 

6 

Richard  C.  Mason, 

13 

U 

32 

19 
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So  Mr.  Clarke  having  received,  on  the  4th  vote, 
a majority  of  all  the  votes  polled,  was  declared  to 
be  dnl}’  elected  clerk. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Clarke  appeared  and  took  the 
oath  of  office. 

[After  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the 
second  vote,  Mr.  Prnffit  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Prnffit  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dawson  introduced  his  colleague,  the  hon. 
P.  L.  Gamble , representative  elect  from  the  state  of 
Georgia,  who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Alter  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  third 
vote,  Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Keim  called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  with- 
drew the  motion. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn.] 

Mr.  Campbell,  ol  South  Carolina,  introduced  his 
colleague,  the  honorable  James  Rogers,  representa- 
tive elect  from  that  state,  who  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  usual  message  to 
the  senate,  informing  that  the  house  had  organized 
by  the  election  of  speaker,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wise  otfered  the  usual  resolution,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a committee  on  the  part  of  this  house 
to  join  such  committee  as  might  be  appointed  by 
the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  a quorum  of  the  two 
houses  had  assembled,  and  that  congress  was  ready 
to  proceed  to  business,  &c. 

Mr.  McKeon  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  word  “president”  of  the  U.  States, 
and  inserting  the  words  “vice  president,”  now  oc- 
cupying the  office  [as  the  reporter  understood]  of 
president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKeon  supported  this  motion  in  a consti- 
tutional argument.  He  did  not  know,  he  said, 
whether  the  house  was  disposed  to  entertain  any 
discussion  on  the  question.  For  Ihe  first  time  in  the 
history  of  our  country  the  question  arose  whether 
the  vice  president  became  president  by  the  death 
of  that  officer.  He  (Mr.  Melt.)  believed  that  the 
individual  at  the  head  of  the  government  was  not 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  spoke  from  no 
invidious  feeling.  No  man  had  a higher  regard  for 
that  gentleman  than  himself;  but  he  believed  he 
was  only  vice  president  exercising  the  office  of  pre- 
sident of  Ihe  United  States. 

Mr.  McK.  then  read  the  two  following  passages 
from  the  constitulion  of  the  United  States: 

“The  senale  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and 
also  a president  pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the 
vice  president,  or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  office 
of  president  of  the  United  States.” 

“In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  president  from  of- 
fice, or  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  dis- 
charge the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office,  the 
same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice  president,  and  the 
congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of  re- 
moval, death,  resignation  or  inability  both  of  the 
president  and  vice  president,  declaring-  what  officer 
shall  then  act  as  president,  and  such  officer  shall  act 
accordingly,  until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a 
president  shall  be  elected.” 

Mr.  McK.  enforced  his  position  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  intent  and  meaning  of  these  passages, 
and  by  reference  to  the  debates  in  the  convention 
that  framed  the  constitution.  He  contended  from 
these  authorities  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  not  actually 
president  of  the  U.  States,  but  merely  vice  presi- 
dent, executing  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  former 
office.  He  expressed  his  intention,  however,  to  vote 
for  the  regular  salary  of  $25,000  attached  tothe  pre- 
sidential office;  and  concluded  by'  urging  the  house 
not  to  mingle  this  matter  with  the  political  discus- 
sions of  the  day,  but  to  regard  it  as  a grave  constitu- 
tional question,  which  should  set  the  point  at  rest 
lor  all  future  time. 

Mr.  Wise  was  glad  the  point  had  been  raised,  be- 
cause the  vote  on  the  amendment  would  settle, the 
relation  in  which  we  stood  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  And  lie  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  he  knew  the  fact  that  the  present  incumbent 
would  claim  the  position  that  lie  was  by  the  con- 
sitution,  by  election  and  by  the  act  of  God,  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  That  gentleman  had 
with  sentiments  of  deep  sorrow  regretted  that  the 
office  had  devolved  upon  him.  But  so  it  was.  The 
constitution  of  the  United  States  held  this  language: 

“In  case  of  the  removal  of  Ihe  president  from 
office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation  or  inability  to 
discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office, 
the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice  president;  and 
congress  may,  by  law,  provide  for  Ihe  removal, 
death,  resignation  or  inability,  bolh  of  the  president 
and  vice  president,  declaring  what  officer  shall 
then  act  as  president,”  &e. 

The  office  of  president  devolved  on  Ihe  vice  pre- 
iident,  and  as  the  house  had  no  rules  as  yet,  and 


therefore  no  previous  question,  he  hoped  they  would 
at  once  vote  to  recognise  John  Tyler  as  president 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKeon  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment;  which  were  refused. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  if  the  senate  had  adjorned? 

The  answer  from  several  quarters  was;  yes. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  house,  (by  ayes 
80,  noes  not  counted),  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Me Keon’s 
amendment  and  it  was  rejected.  And  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  it  was  resolved  that  when 
the  house  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  1 1 o’clock  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  standing  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  last  congress  be  adopted  for  ten  days, 
and  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  revise  them 
and  report,  &.c. 

Mr.  Underwood  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  a ra- 
dical change  of  the  rules — and  suggested  to  Mr. 
Wise  to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  make  the  rules 
of  the  last  congress  the  rules  of  this,  until  a com- 
mittee should  have  reported  and  their  report  should 
have  been  disposed  of.  And  Mr.  U.  submitted  a 
motion  to  that  effect.  \ 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  the  words  “except  the  21st  rule,  which  is 
hereby  repealed.” 

Pending  these  motions — the  house,  at  half  past 
five  o’clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  1.  The  question  relative  to  the 
21st  rule,  was  resumed.  The  following  is  the  said 
rule,  now  moved  to  be  rescinded: 

Rule  21.  “No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or 
other  paper  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  or  any'state  or  territory,  or  the 
slave  trade  between  the  states  or  territories  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  this  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever.” 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  that,  in  order  that  the  house 
might  receive  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  action  upon  this  resolution  and  pro- 
posed amendments  be  postponed  by  general  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  Pickens  had  no  objection  to  this  course,  but 
he  had  a resolution  to  offer  which  he  regarded  as 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  a question  of  privilege,  since 
it  related  to  the  rights  of  members  to  seats.  He 
was  desirous  that  the  resolution  should  be  acted  on 
to-day,  but  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise). 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  did  not  see  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  in  his  seat,  a tiling 
which  was  very  unusual.  He  (Mr.W.)  had  no  de- 
sire to  debate  the  amendment  proposed  by  that  gen- 
tleman; and  if  it  was  the  understanding  of  the  bouse 
that  there  should  be  no  debate,  he  hoped  the  ques- 
tion would  be  taken  now. 

It  was  here  suggested  that  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Ad.ums  was  a good  reason  why  the  question  should 
not  now  be  put. 

Mr.  Picking  said  it  was  clear  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
could  not  be  acted  upon  without  debate.  He  (Mr. 
P.)  did  not  know  what  Ihe  temper  of  the  house 
might  be  in  relation  to  it,  as  he  had  heard  no  re- 
marks made.  But,  he  repeated.it  seemed  impossi- 
ble that  the  qu <-s t i on  could  be  acted  on  without  de- 
bate. He  woTilil,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  course 
indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise ] should  be  pursued,  and  I hat  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  should  be  postponed.  He 
[Mr  P.]  merely  made  the  suggestion.  He  was 
not  himself  disposed  to  debate. 

Mr.  Wise  said  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  there 
was  any  manifestation  of  a desire  on  the  part  of  the 
house  to  go  into  a debate.  If  there  was,  he  should 
press  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  not  being  at  the  moment  in  his  place, 
some  conversation  ensued  as  to  the  probability  of 
the  subject  inducing  a debate,  and  the  propriety  of 
delering  it  until  the  president’s  message  should  be 
received  and  read. 

Mr.  Stanly  suggested  that  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams), 
the  amendment  should  not  be  acted  on  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

Mr.  Adams  appeared,  and  addressed  the  house  for 
nearly  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  favor  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  into 
this  debate,  much  less  into  the  spirit  of  this  debate. 
And,  with  a view  to  enable  Ihe  house  to  receive  the 
message,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  w'hole  subject 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 


Which  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  whole 
subject  was  laid  on  the  lable  for  the  present. 

The  house  was  next  employed  in  considering  va- 
rious propositions  relative  to  the  manner  in  which 
members  should  obtain  a choice  or  chance  for  seats, 
and  on  a proposition  to  have  the  desks  removed  from 
the  floor  of  the  haft.  A motion  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table  was  negatived  by  ayes  and  noes, 
ayes  92,  nays  1 20. 

Mr.  Sergeant  here  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  make 
report  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  president  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  performed  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  that  the  president  had  requested 
them  to  say  that  he  would  make  a communication 
to  each  house  immediately. 

A message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  through  Robert  Tyler, 
esq.  his  private  secretary;  for  which,  see  senate 
proceeding  of  this  day,  page  219. 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  that  the  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that 
they  be  printed;  and  that  10,000  extra  copies  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  house,  of  which  5,000 
should  be  printed  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

Mr  Briggs.  Let  the  whole  number  be  printed 
with  Ihe  documents. 

Mr.  Barnard  said  he  had  r>o  objection,  and  he 
modified  his  molion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Bolts  asked  Mr.  Barnard  to  accept  twenty 
thousand  as  a modification.  For  his  own  part,  he 
would  rather  say  fifty  thousand  than  twenty  thou- 
sand. There  had  been  no  period  in  the  history  of 
our  country  when  the  people  were  looking  with  so 
much  anxity  lor  the  message  of  the  president  as  at 
this  time;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped 
that  twenty  thousand  at  least  would  be  printed. 

A brief  debate  ensued,  and  several  amendments 
to  the  resolution  were  suggested,  but  failed  by  de- 
cided majorities — and  tire  resolution  was  adopted, 
the  house  refusing  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon. 

Mr.  Adams  offered- the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  one  member  from 
each  state  i n the  union  he  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
house,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  to  consider  and  report  by  what  to- 
ken of  respect  and  affection  it  may  be  proper  for  the  con- 
gress of  the  U.  States  to  express  "the  deep  sensibility  of 
the  nation  to  ihe  event  of  the  decease  of  their  late  pre- 
sident, William  Henry  Harrison;  and  that  so  much 
ot  the  message  of  the  president  as  relates  to  that  me- 
lancholy event  be  referred  tothe  said  committee. 

Which  was  adopted  unanimously. 

[In  accordance  with  the  above  resolution  the 
speaker,  on  the  2d  inst.  announced  the  following 
members  to  constitute  said  committee:  Messrs.  J~. 
Q.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Win.  P.  Fessenden 
of  Maine;  Atherton,  of  N Hampshire;  Tillinghast’ 
of  Rhode  Island;  T VV.  Will  iattis.  of  Connecticut; 
Horace  Everett,  of  Vermont;  Gteig,  of  New  York- 
Aycrigg,  of  New  Jersey;  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; Rodney,  ol  Delaware;  W.  C.  Johnson,  of  Ma- 
ryland; Taliaferro,  of  Virginia;  L Williams,  of  N. 
Carolina;  John  Campbell,  of  S.  Carolina;  VV.  C. 
Dawson,  of  Georgia;  Pope,  of  Kentucky;  A.  V. 
Brown,  of  Tennessee;  S.  Mason,  of  Ohio;  E.  D. 
White,  of  Louisiana;  Wallace,  of  Indiana;  ’Miller," 
of  Missouri;  Cross,  of  Arkansas;  J.  M.  Howard,  of 
Michigan.] 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  so  many  only  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees named  in  the  rules  of  the  last  house  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  he  appointed  at  the  present  session  as 
shall  he  necessary  and  proper  under  these  rules  to 
take  charge  of  and  consider  the  several  subjects  pre- 
sented in  the  message  of  the  president  just  read,  and  re- 
quiring, in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  the  action  of 
congress  at  the  present  session;  except  that  tile  com- 
mittee of  elections  and  the  committee  on  accounts  may 
also  he  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  nine  members 
shall  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  and  consider 
so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the 
currency  of  the  country  and  a fiscal  agent  for  the  go- 
vernment. 6 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  nine  members 
shall  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  and  consider  so 
much  of  the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  thereof. 

These  resolutions  were  read  for  information,  and 
then  laid  over. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  relative  to  seats — after  3ome  time,  Mr.  W. 
C.  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to:  ayes  105,  noes 
102. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice  that 
on  to-morrow,  or  so  soon  as  the  rules  and  business 
of  the  house  would  permit,  he  would  present  a bill 
to  repeal  the  sub-treasury  law.  The  house  then  ad- 
journed. 
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“Aylmere,”  is  the  title  of  a new  tragedy,  written  by 
judge  Conrad,  in  which  Forrest  is  personating  the  hero 
with  decided  eclat  at  N.  York.  The  incident  is  of  the 
“Jack  Cade”  era.  The  Courier  says:  “It  abounds 
throughout  with  the  noblest  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  noblest  language;  and  if  we  mistake  not.  there  are 
many  passages  in  this  play  which  will  be  quoted  here- 
after" as  familiarly  as  some  of  the  finest  aphorisms  of 
the  olden  poets.” 

Rev.  Dr.  Bethune  and  lady  sailed  from  Philadel- 
hia  on  the  24th  ult.  for  the  Mediterranean.  The 
ealth  of  Mrs.  B.  has  been  precarious  for  some  months, 
and  since  the  funeral  obsequies  to  the  memory  of  gen. 
Harrison,  Dr.  Bethune’s  health  has  been  feeble. 

Cathol'c  bishops.  We  understand  that  the  rev. 
P.  R.  Kenrick,  has  been  appointed  a bishop  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  church,  and  coadjutor  to  the  bishop  of 
Missouri.  Mr.  Kenrick  is  of  Philadelphia,  and  bro- 
ther of  bishop  Kenrick  of  this  city.  [Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

The  right  rev.  bishop  England  delivered  a discourse 
in  the  Catholic  church,  Boston,  on  fast  day,  and  on 
Saturday  morning,  previous  to  embarking  on  board 
the  Britannia,  for  Liverpool. 

Banks.  The  draught  of  a memorial  to  congress 
form  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  N.  York  in  behtdf 
of  a national  bank  was  adopted  ayes  36  to  nays  20. 
The  memorial  is  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  a 
committee  having  charge  of  the  subject,  and  the  same 
committee  are  instructed  to  correspond  with  other 
commercial  bodies  of  the  union,  to  aid  in  the  great 
work  of  establishing  a national  currency. 

The  directors  of  the  Frederick  County  bank  have 
requested  the  holders  of  their  notes  to  send  them  in  or 
to  notify  them  oftheir  numbers  and  description  without 
delay.  No  discovery  of  the  robbers  yet. 

Corn  laws.  A writer  in  the  Glasgow  Argus,  who 
signs  himself  “A  Clergyman  of  the  established  church 
of  Bco.land,”  asserts  that  “it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say, 
because  it  can  be  demonstrated,  that  the  corn  laws 
bring  to  a premature  grave  at  least  20,000  persons  an- 
nually in  Great  Britain!’’  Well  may  the  writer  say: 
“What  punishment  the  Almighty  may  have  in  store 
for  the  producers  of  so  much  misery,  it  is  not  for  falli- 
ble men  to  attempt  to  scrutinize.” 

Robert  F.  Curry,  whose  arrest  in  Virginia  led  to 
gov.  Gilmer’s  resignation,  has  been  convicted  of  forge- 
ry at  Ithaca,  and  sentenced  to  five  years’  imprison- 
ment at  Auburn. 

Cattle.  Mr.  Wolbert’s  sale  of  fine  cattle  at  Frank- 
fort! tne  other  day,  went  off  with  spirit.  There  were 
27  animals  sold,  the  highest  at  $550  and  the  lowest,  a 
calf,  at  $20.  “Kate,”  eight  years  old.  sold  for  $305. 
“C'eopatra,’’  four  years  old, sold  for  $300,  and  “Isabel- 
la,” five  years  old,  brought  $235.  These  were  choice 
milkers,  and  were  every  way  worthy  the  prices  paid. 
“Prince  Albert,”  a nice  imported  Berkshire  pig,  was 
sold  for  $110.  He  does  credit,  it  is  said,  to  his  English 
ancestry.  [Phil.  North  American. 

Cotton.  The  Charleston  Mercury  says  the  last  cot- 
ton crop  was  about  1.600,000  hales. 

New  Orleans,  May  19.  The  sales  for  the  last  three 
days  embrace  14,000  bales,  at  full  prices,  l'he  market 
has  been  unaffected  by  the  European  intelligence. — 
Liverpool  classification — Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  or- 
dinary 9ja9^;  middling  9J  ilO|;  middling  fair  lO^all; 
fair  lljall^;  good  fair  12al2£;  good  and  fine  13a00. 

Copper.  The  Michigan  state  geologist  states  in  his 
report  tnat  there  is  a rock  near  the  Ontongon  river  in 
that  state,  weighing  three  or  four  tons,  called  the  cop- 
per rock,  a part  or  which  has  been  analyzed  and  yield- 
ed 93  per  cent,  of  pure  metal. 

Copy-right  of  Two  Years  Before  the  Mast.  The 
Ne  .vburvp  >rt  Herald  states  that  the  Harpers  gave  Mr. 
Dana  only  $20J  for  the  copy-right  of  this  work.  They 
have  sold^  it  says,  already  30,000  copies,  on  which  they 
have  made  $5,000,  and  expect  to  realize  $5,000  more 
from  it. 

Currency.  The  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  of  the  21st 
says  there  is  no  change  for  the  heiter.  “Bank  of  Mi- 
chigan sells  at  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  for  specie , and  is 
received  by  many  merchants  atlromlive  to  six  shillings 
on  the  dollar.  Farmers’  and  Mechanics'  and  Michi- 
gan Insurance,  in  great  demand,  hut  very  little  in  cir- 
culation. State  scrip  will  probably  be  issued  next 
week.” 

Cuba.  Prince  Anglona,  ex-governor  of  Cuba,  sailed 
in  the  Silvie  de  Grasse,  for  Havre. 

Died.  Judge  Richard  Winn  died  at  his  residence, 
near  Alexander,  La.  on  the  5th  ult.  from  an  attack  of 
congestive  fever.  He  was  for  several  years  a member 
of  i Ije  senate  and  lower  bouse  of  that  state,  and  at  the 
last  canvass  was  a candidate  on  the  Van  Buren  ticket 
for  congress,  lie  is  said  to  have  been  much  admired 
and  beloved  by  his  friends;  and  the  members  of  the 
bar  in  his  neighborhood  paid  a just  tribute  to  his  me- 
mory. 

Duels.  From  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George 
III,  up  to  this  time,  that  is,  during  his  reign  and  those 
of  George  IV,  William  IV  and  Victoria,  there  have 
been  about  201)  duels  in  England.  Out  of  these,  in 
three  cases  both  of  "the  parties  were  killed;  of  the  ba- 
lance, 80  were  killed,  160  were  wounded  desperately, 
60  slightly,  and  the  remainder  escaped  uninjured.  It 
is  estimated  that,  in  duels  generally,  about  one-fifth  of 
those  engaged  are  killed  and  about  one-half  more  or  j 


less  severely  injured.  Out  of  all  these  200  duels,  in 
which  were  engaged  400  principals  and  400  seconds, 
800  in  all,  there  have  grown  out  20  prosecutions  at  law; 
which  twenty  prosecutions  have  resulted  in  10  acquit- 
tals, 6 convicuons  of  manslaughter,  and  4 of  murder  in 
the  first  degree.  Of  the  4 persons  convicted,  2 were 
hanged  and  2 imprisoned.  Some  of  the  names  stand- 
ing highest  in  English  history  have  been  engaged  in 
these  duels  just  referred  to;  such  as  the  dukes  of  York, 
Norfolk  and  Richmond,  lords  Shelburne,  Macartney, 
Exmouth,  Townsend,  Talbot,  Lauderdale,  Lonsdale, 
Malden,  Cameiford.  Paget,  Castlereagh,  Belgrave, 
Londonderry,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  Pitt,  Fox,  She- 
ridan, Canning,  Tierney,  sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
many  others.  The  English  talk  a good  deal  about  the 
duels  among  our  congressmen  in  this  country;  if  they 
would  look  at  home  they  would  see  ten  duels,  in  which 
members  of  the  house  of  lords  or  commons  were  en- 
gaged, to  one  in  this  country,  to  which  a member  of 
congress  has  been  a party.  [Norwich  Journal. 

Dr.  Eldridge.  A third  jury  is  now  empannelled  at 
Philadelphia,  endeavoring  to  come  to  an  unanimous 
opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  England  8aSj;  on  Bos- 
ton j;  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  4|;  Washington  4J; 
Richmond  5j;  Raleigh  4j;  Charleston  lj;  Augusta  9; 
Columbus  18;  Savannah  3j;  Mobile  II;  New  Orleans 
7§;  St.  Louis  97;  Louisville  9;  Cincinnati  9j;  Nash- 
ville 13. 

Flour  has  advanced  in  the  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  markets  to  $5a5  25.  The  inspec- 
tions in  Baltimore  last  week  were  8,907  bbls.  439 
half  bbls. 

Firj:.  The  “National  theatre’’  lately  erected  at  New 
York,  was  set  fire  to  in  eight  or  nine  places  on  Friday 
evening.  The  fire  was  discovered  and  it  was  suppos- 
ed, extinguished,  but  before  day  next  morning,  flames 
hurst  from  the  building,  and  it  was  soon  again  a pile  of 
ruins — having  been  built  upon  the  site  of  a theatre 
that  was  burnt  down  a few  years  since.  A person 
has  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  the  incendiary. 
A frail  female  was  hurried  under  the  roof  of  an  adjoin- 
ing building. 

The  great  forger.  A person  supposed  to  be  the 
English  prince  ol  forgers,  who  so  adroitly  swindled 
half  a dozen  of  the  banks  not  long  since  out  of  some 
sixty  or  eighty  thousand  dollars,  was  pursued  from 
Doylstown,  Penn,  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  and  there  arrested. 
He  had  passed  by  several  different  names,  Scott,  Wil- 
liams, Sutton,  &e.  and  was  sporting  freely.  His  per- 
son answered  the  description  in  the  advertisement,  arid 
his  hand-writing  was  said  to  resemble  that  of  the  forg- 
ed papers,  but  on  being  brought  before  judge  Brown 
under  habeas  corpus,  he  was  discharged,  “heresay  evi- 
dence’’ not  being  deemed  sufficient  proof  to  detain  him. 

Lockport.  The  population  of  the  village  of  Lock 
port,  according  to  the  census  just  taken,  is  6,063  about 
the  same  as  last  year. 

Prince  Esterhazy  owns  about  1,200  square  miles 
real  estate,  360,000  peasants,  226,000  sheep,  producing 
400,000  pounds  of  wool  per  annum.  No  wonder  he 
can  afford  to  wear  diumonds  on  his  vest! 

St.  Petersburgh,  at  the  close  of  1840,  according  to 
official  returns  contained  470,202  inhabitants,  8,661 
houses,  and  168  churches,  of  which  all  were  of  the 
Greek  rite,  except  21  of  various  other  persuasions. 

Riots.  The  disturbances  on  the  Croton  water 
works,  New  York,  have  been  renewed,  and  rows  be- 
tween theCorkonian  and  Fardownian  factions,  are  of 
frequent  occurrence.  The  laborers  assembled  nigbtlv, 
and  commit  all  kind  of  outrages,  such  as  burning  sta- 
bles and  outhouses  tearing  down  fences,  and  things  of 
a like  nature;  and  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  they  as- 
sembled in  a gang  and  tore  down  the  house  of  a con- 
tractor named  McGinnis.  The  mob  was  about  three 
hundred  strong,  and  proceeded  with*  their  work  al- 
though they  were  repeatedly  fired  upon  by  the  officers 
of  the  police  and  others. 

Schools.  There  are  now  250,900  children  in  the 
common  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  That’s  the  way  to 
make  good  republicans. 

Shipwreck.  The  brig  Minstrel,  well  known  as  a 
passenger  vessel  between  Ireland  and  Quebec,  left 
Limeric  on  the  21st  April,  with  141  emigrant  passen- 
gers, and  had  a fair  passage  until  the  1st  May,  morn- 
ing, when  she  struck  on  Red  Island  reef.  There  was 
a heavy  sea  running  at  tile  time  the  boais  were  launch- 
ed and  made  fast  to  the  fore  chains.  Upwards  of  one 
hundred  passengers  embarked  in  the  boats,  hut  their 
doom  was  quickly  sealed;  the  vessel  “heeled  off”  into 
deep  water  and  went  down  stern  foremost,  so  sudden- 
ly that  the  “painters”  of  the  boats  could  not  be  cast  off 
and  the  people  who  had  embarked  in  the  boats  perish- 
ed with  their  equally  unfortunate  companions  on  board 
the  ship,  except  four  of  the  crew  and  four  passengers, 
who  alone  of’  upward  of  the  150  souls  remained  to  tell 
the  sad  tnle.  These  eight  persons  had  embarked  in  a 
gig,  which  was  towing  astern,  and  fortunately  for  them 
tile  rope  which  attached  it  to  the  vessel  broke  when 
she  went  down.  They  succeeded  in  pulling  to  White 
Island,  where  they  remained  until  t he  following  day 
when  they  were  taken  off  by  the  ship  Wellington  of 
Belfast,  McIntyre,  and  brought  to  Grosse  Islef  Cap- 
tain Outerbridge,  of  the  unfortunate  Minstrel,  behav- 
ed most  gallantly  during  the  awful  scene,  until  he 
perished  with  the  rest.  He  declared  that  he  would 


not  leave  the  vessel  until  his  passengers  were  saved, 
and  he  was  the  last  person  seen  bv  those  who  were  in 
the  gig. 

A NEW  APPLICATION  OF  STEAM  POWER  TO  BOATS.  The 

Norfolk  Herald  of  Thursday  says:  The  new  steamboat 
built  expressly  to  test  the  utility  of  lieut.  Hunter’s  new 
plan  of  propelling  vessels  bv  the  steam  engine,  made  an 
excursion  on  the  canal  on  Tuesday,  with  general  Scott, 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Canal  company,  and 
other  citizens  on  board,  and  the  result  was  a thorough 
conviction  of  the  complete  success  of  the  plan,  and  of 
its  capacity  for  supplying  all  the  deficiencies  of  the 
steamboats  heretofore  in  use.  It  can  be  used  in  ships 
of  war  without  rendering  them  more  vulnerable — in- 
deed, for  harbor  and  coast  defence,  less  so  than  they 
now  are,  as  it  dispenses  with  spars  snd  rigging;  and  in 
canal  boats,  it  is  said,  without  causing  any  washing 
away  of  the  embankments  beyond  what  is  done  by  the 
ordinary  towboats.  Of  the  speed  there  is,  as  yet,  no 
opportunity  of  forming  a correct  idea,  for  this  boat  be- 
ing a mere  experiment;  it  is  believed  that  one  construct- 
ed with  more  care  and  embracing  more  improvements 
which  have  been  suggested  by  its  operations,  would 
surpass  her  in  that  particular.  We  can  say,  however, 
that  under  all  disadvantages,  she  has  made  from  8 to 
9 miles  an  hour.  We  hope  very  soon  to  be  able  to  fur- 
nish a fuller  specification  of  this  most  important  im- 
provement in  steam  navigation. 

The  steamer  Britannia,  on  entering  the  harbor  at 
Halifax  30  hours  from  Boston,  struck  on  a cluster  of 
rocks  offSambro’  point,  in  a dense  fog,  and  she  back- 
ed off  immediately;  it  was  thought  advisable  to  pro- 
ceed to  St.  Johns,  where  the  tide  would  admit  of  ex- 
amining, and  if  necessary,  repairing  her  bottom  with- 
out heaving  down.  The  delay  will  alarm  those  that 
will  be  looking  for  her  in  England. 

Specie.  Her  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Electra,  left 
Valparaiso,  Chili,  in  February  last,  for  England,  with 
over  a million  of  dollars  in  specie,  700,000  of  which  she 
got  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  the  balance  at  Valparaiso. 

The  Natchez  at  N.  York  brings  $102,000  in  specie. 

Sugar.  Two  hundred  years  ago,  sugar  could  only 
be  had  of  the  apothecary.  Now,  the  annual  con- 
sumption of  the  drug  in  the  United  States  alone,  is  es- 
timated at  eighty  millions  of  pounds!  What  sweet  fel- 
lows we  are! 

Temperance  reform.  The  Washington  Temper- 
ance society  of  Boston,  composed,  it  is  said,  exclusive- 
ly of  men  who  were  hard  drinkers,  already  numbers 
upwards  of  trvelve  hundred.  It  was  called  into  exis- 
tence under  the  touching  and  powerful  appeals  made 
by  the  committee  of  the  Washington  Temperance  so- 
ciety of  Baltimore,  during  their  recent  visit  to  that  city. 

The  Messenger  of  the  German  Reformed  church 
states  that  at  t fie  late  meeting  of  the  “classis  of  Phila- 
delphia,” held  in  Montgomery  county,  it  was  resolved, 
that  “no  rum  seller”  shall  henceforth  be  admitted  to 
church  membership. 

Tobacco.  At  Baltimore  prices  declined  about  25 
cents  in  the  hundred  pounds — inferior  and  common 
$4a4  50;  middling  to  good  $5a7  50;  good  $S,iS  50;  and 
fine  $9al3,  Kentucky  of  fair  quality  sold  for  export, 
at  $8.  Ohio  not  much  inquired  for,  holders  are  not 
willing  to  sell  under  former  rates,  150  hhds.  have  been 
sold  at,  common  to  middling  $5;  good  $5  50, iG  50;  fine 
red  and  wrappery  $8al2;  prime  yellow  at  $7  50  ilO; 
and  extra  wrapperv  $15al7.  The  inspections  of  t lie 
week  comprise  1,344  hhds . Maryland;  295  hhds.  Oh  in; 
43  hhds.  Kentucky  and  10  hhds.  Virginia — total  1,692 
hhds. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  say  : “The  Oceana  brought 
down  to  St.  Louis  last  week  30  hhds.  of  tobacco,  the 
product  of  the  Platte  country- — a section  of  the  state 
scarcely  inhabited  two  years  ago.  Preparations  are 
making  for  the  extensive  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  that 
fine  region  of  Missouri. 

The  Thunderer  British  exploring  brig,  is  at  anchor 
in  the  Delaware — from  whence  she  will  sail  in  a few 
days  for  England. 

Western  law.  The  Cleaveland  Palladium  reports 
a case  of  which  the  following  are  the  main  facts:  It 
appears  that  on  the  trial  of  A.  T.  Brooks  and  others  in 
Clinton  county,  Ohio,  for  abduction  of  negroes  and 
getting  up  a riot;  the  jury  understood  the  judge  to  charge 
that  they  must  bring  in  three  guilty  of  riot;  but  not  be- 
ing able  to  make  the  selection  they  brought  in  the 
whole  who  were  accused  guilty,  and  left  the  court  to 
select  the  offenders.  Jhree  of  these  were  not  proved 
to  have  been  present,  nor  were  their  names  mentioned 
by  any  witness:  yet  the  court  in  pronouncing  sentence, 
said  that  although  it  was  evident  there  was  no  evidence 
against  them,  still  it  had  not  been  proved  that  they  were 
not  present  and  guilty  with  the  rest.  Thirteen  indivi- 
duals were  sentenced  to  the  dungeon,  to  he  fed  on 
bread  and  water  for  five  days;  five  of  the  thirteen  to 
pay  a fine  of  $20  each,  and  eight  others  a fine  of  $5 
each.  The  fourteenth  was  fined  $5  and  in  considera- 
tionof  poor  health  imprisoned  but  a few  hours. 

Weaving.  A young  woman  employed  in  the  Albia 
cotton  factory,  Troy,  N.  Y.  wove  in  the  month  of 
Marcli  2.765  yards,  No.  281 — wages  for  the  month, 
$22  50. 

Wheat.  Prices  have  advanced  in  the  Baltimore 
market  from  $1  OOtol  05  for  Maryland  red,  $1  15  for 
white,  and  $1  09  for  Pennsylvania  red. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

Repeal  of  the  corn  laws.  All  England  is  occupi- 
ed with  this  great  question.  The  scheme  of  minis- 
ters is  to  adopt  a fixed  duty  on  imported  corn,  viz: 
wheat  of  8s.  sterling  per  quarter  of  8 bushels,  equal 
to  22  cents  per  bushel  of  70  lbs.;  5s.  sterling  on  rye; 
4s.  6d.  on  barley,  and  3s.  4d.  on  oats. 

Connected  with  this  scheme  is  another  to  lower 
duties  on  foreign  sugars,  and  by  increasing  the  du- 
ties on  timber  iroin  Canada,  in  effect  to  lower  that 
upon  timber  from  the  Baltic. 

These  measures  all  make  up  one  scheme,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  it  has  carried  the  agricultural- 
ists, the  ship  owners,  the  East  and  West  India  pro- 
prietors, and  not  least,  the  anti-slavery  interest  to 
combine  against  ministers.  The  leading  tory  aris- 
tocracy, as  the  chief  landed  proprietors,  are  op- 
posed to  a change  in  the  laws  that  will  bring  foreign 
corn  from  cheap  countries  into  competition  with 
that  raised  on  a soil  which  like  the  land  of  England, 
has  to  bear  such  a weight  of  taxation.  The  ship 
owners  object  to  the  increase  of  duty  on  Canada 
timber,  and  the  anti-slavery  people,  and  old  co- 
lonial slave  owners,  unite  in  declaring  that  the  ad- 
mission of  foreign  sugars  will  ruin  the  free  sugar 
colonies. 

Against  this  formidable  array,  ministers  have  the 
free  trade  people,  and  stronger  than  these,  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  operatives  in  the  great  cities 
and  manufacturing  towns,  whose  first  want  is  cheap 
bread. 

On  occasion  of  a petition  presented  in  the  house 
of  lords,  by  earl  Fitzwilliam,  signed  by  25,000  per- 
sons from  Leeds,  in  tavor  of  repealing  the  corn  laws, 
the  duke  of  Wellington  made  a speech  against  any 
Changes. 

The  main  question  upon  the  alteration  of  the  corn 
laws  will  not  come  on  till  some  time  this  month; 
but  in  the  incidental  discussion  upon  altering  the 
duties  on  sugar,  the  w hole  range  of  the  subject  is 
run  through,  and  the  leading  minds  of  the  nation  are 
at  work. 

This  is  undoubtedly  “the  word  of  fear”  which 
ministers  pionounced,  when,  as  is  freely  charged, 
not  from  any  love  for  the  measure,  but  lor  the  sake 
of  keeping  their  own  places,  they  threw  before  the 
nation  the  proposition  to  repeal  or  essentially  modify 
the  corn  laws. 

If  defeated  in  parliament,  it  is  said  they  have  the 
permission  of  the  queen  to  go  to  the  people,  and  by 
dissolving  the  house  of  commons,  take  the  chances 
of  a new  election  under  the  banner  of  Iree  trade  in 
corn,  and  cheap  bread.  [N.  Y.  Amer. 

The  Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette  publishes 
the  following  letter,  said  to  be  written  by  a gentle- 
man in  London,  whose  official  station  gives  him  an 
opportunity  to  see  anil  to  judge,  from  which  it  would 
seem  that  ministerial  action  is  not  to  be  seconded, 
though,  ere  long,  the  duties  must  fall: 

London , May  17.  We  are  in  great  agitation  here. 
Ministers  have  proposed  an  altt-ration  of  tiie  corn 
laws,  and  sugar  and  limber  duties.  And,  although 
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the  first  debate  (which  is  on  sugar)  is  not  through, 
they  know  they  will  be  beaten  by  twenty-five  to 
forty  votes,  and  wish  to  resign;  but  the  queen,  who 
has  an  absolute  antipathy  to  the  tories,  objects,  and 
has  refused  .to  accept  their,  resignations.  If  they 
go  out  now,  they  will  come  in  again  in  a short  time, 
considerably  strengthened.  But  if  they  pass  the 
poor  law,  and  then  dissolve,  their  enemies,  who 
vote  for  the  law  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  op- 
pose it  at  the  hustings,  w ill  beat  them  in  a new  par- 
liament. But  still  the  corn  laws  are  doomed  to  a 
change  before  long. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Islands  of  the  Pacific.  Population  in  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  What  Is  the  amount  of  the  popu- 
fation  at  this  time?  Is  it  known  with  any  degree  of 
exactness?  We  suppose  not.  According  to  the 
census  of  1836  it  amounts  to  108,750.  The  census 


' 1832  gave  130,313,  as 

follows,  viz: 

1832. 

1836.  Cecr 

. in  4 y' 

Hawaii, 

45,792 

39,364 

6,428 

Maui, 

35,062 

24,199 

10,863 

Molokai, 

6,000 

6,000 

Lanai, 

1,600 

1,200 

400 

Kahoolawo, 

80 

18 

Oahu, 

29,755 

26,809 

1,946 

Kauai, 

10,977 

8,934 

2,043 

Niihau, 

1,047 

993 

54 

130,313 

108,479 

21,734 

If  these  data  are  correct,  they  exhibit  a decrease 
of  21,734,  in  the  short  space  of  four  years. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Express.  The  rapidity  of  the  express  convey- 
ing the  president’s  message  east,  is  we  believe, 
without  a parallel.  The  following  is  a statement 
of  the  time  at  which  the  express  arrived  at  and  left 
the  principal  points  on  the  route,  leaving  Washing- 
ton at  3 minutes  before  12  o’clock,  M.  on  Tuesday, 
1st  instant. 


Airived  at  Baltimore 

1 06, 

Left  do. 

1 30 

C< 

Havre  de  Grace  2 23, 

l( 

Wilmington 

4 00, 

c< 

Philadelphia 

5 15, 

Camden 

5 45, 

«( 

N.  Brunswick 

8 00, 

cc 

Jersey  Ciiy 

9 01, 

CC 

New  York 

9 30, 

cc 

Boston 

26,  having  been  delayed 

three  hours  by  a dense  fog. 

The  message  was  taken  from  Washington  to  Fre- 
derick, on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  a dis- 
tance of  84  miles,  in  exactly  three  hours.  The  last 
twenty  miles,  from  Mount  Airy  to  Frederick,  was 
run  in  30  minutes,  the  last  6 miles  in  7 minutes, 
and  the  last  3 miles  in  3 minutes,  (this  last  at  the 
rate  of  60  miles  an  hour!) 

On  being  received  in  Frederick,  Messrs.  Stock- 
ton  & Falls  sent  an  express  with  it  to  the  west,  to 
overtake  the  fast  mail. 

Consular.  The  president  has  recognized  James 
Winthrop  Andrews,  esq.  as  consul  ol  the  republic  of 
Venezuela  for  the  port  of  Boston,  and  Duncan  Ro- 
bertson, of  Norfolk,  as  vice  consul  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  for  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Boundary  line  between  the  U.  States 
and  Texas.  It  is  reported  that  by  the  line  now 
being  run  by  the  two  governments,  seventeen  town- 
ships would  be  sliced  off  the  Red  River  district, 
Louisiana,  and  added  to  Texas. 

Northeast  boundary.  Brig  Motto,  captain 
Forbes,  employed  to  survey  and  explore  the  north- 
eastern boundary,  cleared  at  New  York  on  Frida}', 
for  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  She  carries  out  as  pas- 
sengers, hon.  Albert  Smith,  of  Portland,  commissa- 
ry; O.  Goodrich,  assistant  commissary;  Messrs. 
Richard  A.  Gilpin,  William  A.  Waller,  Edward  R. 
Bell,  Edward  Anthony  and  John  A.  Munroe,  en- 
gineers. 

Letter  from  the  minister  of  the  U.  States 

at  London  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Legulion  of  the  U.  S.  London,  May  3,  1841. 

Sir:  The  anival  of  the  British  Queen  last  week 
brought  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment on  the  4th  of  April.  I deemed  it  pro- 
per to  communicate  immediately  to  lord  Palmerston  I 


the  melancholy  event,  and  have  the  honor  of  for- 
warding to  you  copies  of  my  note  and  his  lordship’s 
reply.  You  will  not  fail  lo  observe  the  manner  in 
which  the  intelligence  was  received,  and  the  feel- 
ing expressed  on  the  part  of  the  queen  and  her  go- 
vernment. 

As  the  representative  of  my  government  and  an 
American  citizen,  I also  deemed  it  proper  to  as- 
semble such  of  my  countrymen  as  were  in  London 
at  my  house  for  the  purpose  of  paying  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  chief  magistrate,  and  expressing 
their  sympathy  under  such  an  unexpected  calamity. 
A copy  of  their  proceedings  I now  transmit.  They 
were  published,  as  you  will  see  in  the  English  pa- 
pers. I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,*  A.  STEVENSON. 

Daniel  Webster,  esq.  secretary  of  slate. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  lord  Palmerston. 

32  Upper  Grosvenor  St.  April  29,  1841. 

My  Lord:  It  is  with  deep  concern  that  I hasten 
to  communicate  to  your  lordship  the  painful  intel- 
ligence I have  just  received  of  the  death  of  William 
Henry  Harrison,  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  which  took  place  at  the  city  of  Washington 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst. 

In  communicating  this  melancholy  event,  I feel 
persuaded  that  your  lordship  and  the  British  nation 
w ill  not  fail  to  participate  in  the  general  grief  into 
which  this  sudden  calamity  has  plunged  the  whole 
body  of  the  American  people.  I pray  your  lordship 
to  accept  assurance  of  my  distinguished  considera- 
tion and  respect.  A.  STEVENSON. 

Lord  Palmerston  lo  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  office,  April  30,  1841. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  w hich  you  addressed  to  me  on  the 
29th  instant,  announcing  to  me  the  melancholy  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  general  Harrison,  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

I have  not  failed  to  lay  this  communication  before 
the  queen:  and  I have  received  her  majesty’s  com- 
mands to  express  to  you  the  deep  and  unfeigned  re- 
gret with  which  her  majesty  has  received  the  pain- 
ful tidings  of  the  sudden  decease  of  the  distinguish- 
ed individual  w bo  has  been  so  recently  elevated  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  the  honorable  and  important 
post  of  their  chief  magistrate. 

I beg  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  com- 
municale  these  her  majesty’s  sentiments  to  the  new 
president  and  to  his  government,  arid  to  assure  them 
that  the  British  government  fully  participates  in  the 
grief  w hich  this  unexpected  calamity  has  caused  to 
the  American  people. 

I avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
you  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with 
which  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  PALMERSTON. 

domestic  manufactures. 

To  the  editors  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Stepping  into  the  capitol  a few  days  since  in  or- 
der to  see  our  members,  they  appeared  to  be  a very 
respectable  body  of  men.  Looking  a little  more  mi- 
nutely I came  to  the  conclusion  "that  every  mem- 
ber of  both  houses  were  dressed  in  English  broad- 
cloths or  foreign  fabrics— if  this  is  the  fact,  how 
much  did  it  take  to  equip  each  inembei?  Say  on  an 
average  $100,  both  houses  consists  of  133  members 
making  $13,300,  however  what  e’er  the  precise 
amount  may  be,  the  gentlemen  members  sent  it  to 
foreign  countries  instead  of  encouraging  Pennsyl- 
vania and  her  factories — members  who  thus  deco- 
rate themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  state — does  the 
act  render  them  more  economical  more  fit  or  com- 
porlant  to  make  pure  wholesome  domestic  Penn- 
sylvania laws? 

What  a contrast  between  our  members  and  queen 
Victoria’s  mother  respecting  national  integrity;  she 
making  a present  of  a c rail  I e quilt  to  her  grand- 
daughter, it  must  be  exclusive  of  English  manufac- 
turing— our  members, their  cloathing  must  be  of  fo- 
reign manufacturing. 

Therefore  for  the  honor  and  benefit  of  the  state  and 
the  integrity  of  the  people,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  no 
member  will  ever  appear  in  the  legislative  halls 
dressed  in  English  broadcloths  or  foreign  fabrics. 

These  remarks  do  not  only  apply  to  the  members 
of  the  legislature  but  they  apply  to  at  least  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  of  the  state,  all  encouraging  fo- 
reign countries  by  wearing  their  fabrics  in  prefe- 
• rence  to  our  own. 
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When  standing  before  the  glass  adjusting  these 
foreign  fabrics  upon  our  person,  it  we  only  had 
Pennsylvania  blood  in  the  body  thus  decorated,  vve 
would  shrink  back  with  indignation  at  the  injury  we 
have  dnne,  and  are  inflicting  on  the  country  which 
we  are  bound  by  every  tye  of  honor  and  gratitude  to 
support.  In  order,  therefore,  to  retrace  our  steps 
and  to  come  out  heart  and  hand  for  our  country— 
]tt  us  form  ourselves  into  a grand  society,  that  is, 
every  man  and  woman,  boy  and  girl  within  the  pale 
of  the  state,  to  be  a society  within  themselves  for 
the  promotion  of  domestic  industry  of  every  de- 
scription. 

The  imports  of  clothes  amounts  to  about  8 millons 
yearly — this  is  truly  deplorable,  lamentable,  that  we, 
men,  citizens  of  the  United  States  should  so  far  for- 
get our  love  of  country  as  to  pay  8 millions  yearly 
lor  our  clothing  instead  of  aiding  our  own  factories 
which  are  languishing  for  want  of  our  assistance. 
As  the  last  50  years  of  our  government  ended  with 
December,  1840,  let  us  commence  the  present  50 
years  as  real  friends  to  the  country  by  using  domestic 
clothing  instead  of  foreign,  and  to  live  within  our 
income. 

The  imports  of  silks  on  an  average  amounts  to 
about  16  millions  yearly — the  ladies  are  patriotic, 
possess  too  much  love  of  country,  not  to  retrace 
their  steps  and  lend  their  aid  which  is  very  power- 
ful in  lowering  the  imports  and  furthering  domestic 
industry— the  day  is  not  fardistant  when  our  ladies 
will  be  more  engaging  and  more  attracting  in  their 
domestic  calicoes,  than  those  in  their  costly  French, 
Italian  or  English  silks.  Why  should  it  not  be  so, 
the  former  supporting  their  country,  the  latter  sup- 
porting foreign  countries — and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  our  ladies  will  dress 
themselves  in  domestic  silks,  and  appear  more  en- 
gaging and  lovely  than  they  ever  did  in  foreign  pro- 
ductions. 

Agreeable  to  the  late  census,  Pennsylvania  con- 
tains 1,700,560  human  beings;  now  supposing  each 
cost  only  $10  for  foreign  fabrics  which  would 
amount  to  17  millions  yearly— were  we  only  faith- 
ful to  our  own  state,  and  keep  this  amount  of  mo- 
ney among  ourselves  by  employing  our  own  people 
in  place  of  foreign,  in  a few  years  it  would  not  be 
poor  Pennsylvania  but  it  would  be  Pennsylvania 
against  the  world. 

The  two  candidates  for  the  highest  office  in  the 
state,  which  e’er  succeeds,  will  lor  the  honor  of  the 
state  and  his  integrity,  take  the  oath  office  of  in  a 
domestic  suit  of  clothes  manufactured  in  some  of 
his  neighboring  works. 

Never  was  there  in  any  age,  more  union  of  senti- 
ment more  concert  of  action  than  is  in  that  of  we  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  foreign  factories  and 
mechanics — from  the  highest  citizen  to  the  lowest, 
from  the  richest  to  the  poorest,  from  the  lather  to 
the  sons,  from  the  mother  to  the  daughters,  all  as  it 
were  vieing  with  each  other  who  can  wear  the  finest 
foreign  fabrics,  and  send  the  most  money  to  the 
subjects  of  the  kings  and  queens  of  Europe. 

These  kings  and  queens,  especially  queen  Victo- 
ria, must  laugh  in  their  sleeves,  and  would  even 
lau'^h  out  loud  was  it  not  against  their  interest  to 
do  so,  at  our  credulity.  No  general  ever  had  his 
army  better  trained  than  they  have  us  in  their  fa- 
vor, and  against  our  particular  interests. 

Let  us  then  my  fellow  citizens  throw  off  the  fo- 
reign yoke,  and  come  out  boldly  Pennsylvanians, 
each  of  us  determined  to  buy  no  more  foreign  goods, 
listen  not  to  others  but  do  your  own  duty,  conse- 
quently our  factories  would  come  into  existence, 
as  by  the  power  of  magic. 

This  communication  has  to  contend  against  a 
powerful  opposition  but  that  is  nothing,  we  will 
stick  to  the  ship  Pennsylvania  as  long  as  we  are 
able  to  buy,  pay  and  wear  domestic  clothing. 

w.  Mcknight. 

The  above  communication  was  first  inserted  in  the 
Harrisburg  Keystone,  with  the  remark: 

“The  sentiments  expresssed  in  the  following 
communication  have  a smack  of  primitiveness* 
about  them  which  perhaps  do  little  to  recommend 
them  to  the  favor  of  modern  political  economists. 
But  there  are  no  doubt  many  of  our  leaders  who 
will  cheerfully  respond  to  the  doctrines  of  the  writer 
and  not  less  readily  because  of  their  resemblance  to 
those  of  the  wise  and  venerated  Franklin.” 

[Keystone,  May  1 si,  1841. 

The  Oneidas.  These  red  men,  observes  the 
Buffalo  Journal,  consummated  an  arrangement  for 
the  charter  of  the  Fairport,  at  $550,  to  carry  them 
to  Kettle  Creek,  their  place  of  destination,  and  left 
on  Thursday  last.  Among  those  who  have  gone 
with  this  detachment,  are  the  kindred  of  many  that 
have  “done  the  state  some  service”  in  bygone  days. 

*Primitiveness— state  of  being  original,  antiquity, 
conformity  to  antiquity. 


Moses  Schuyler,  who  had  his  900  men  under 
Winfield  Scott,  during  the  last  war,  was  not  the 
least  conspicuous.  A daughter  and  two  grand 
daughters  of  the  famous  chief,  Skenandoa,  spoken 
of  by  col.  Stone,  in  his  sketch  of  Brant.  One  of 
these  girls — and  she  has  just  attained  that  age  when 
the  female  form  assumes  its  exquisite  contour  sym- 
metry and  elastic  action — is  allowed  to  be  drcided- 
ly  the  noblest  specimen  of  the  uncultivated  Indian, 
now  existing  among  the  remnant  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions. She  is  represented  to  be  the  admiration  of 
all  the  young  chiefs,  and  the  envy  of  all  her  female 
associates,  yet  timid  and  retiring  as  a young  fawn. 

The  agent  also  pointed  out  to  us  a chief  whose 
age  has  been  authenticated  at  103  years.  His  name 
is  Peter  Somers,  or,  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 
“Good  Peter.”  This  old  man  is  in  full  possession 
of  his  faculties,  and  quite  loquacious.  On  the  day 
on  which  the  boat  arrived,  Peter  got  out  at  Black 
Rock  and  walked  to  the  city,  beating  the  tardy 
gaited  canal  craft  half  a mile.  His  eagerness,  he  said, 
was  to  walk  over  and  behold  once  more  his  old 
hunting  ground  and  the  little  town  of  Tehosororon. 

The  Senecas.  Our  Buffalo  namesake  is  in  er- 
ror as  to  the  number  of  Indians  in  the  service  upon 
the  Niagara  frontier  during  the  last  war.  There 
were  never  more  than  five  hundred  upon  the  war- 
path during  that  contest,  and  the  majority  of  these 
were  Senecas.  They  were  moreover  attached  to 
the  command  of  general  Peter  B.  Porter,  not  to  that 
of  general  Scott.  Schuyler,  by  the  way,  is  a very 
interesting  man,  has  a fine  head,  and  ought  to  have 
been  painted  before  he  commenced  his  journey  to- 
ward the  setting  sun.  There  is  yet  another  Schuy- 
ler, of  the  Oneidas,  who  refuses,  we  believe,  to 
emigrate.  He  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  look- 
ing men  we  ever  saw.  His  head  is  a noble  study 
for  an  artist,  and  if  Wilgis,  who  has  painted  the  best 
Indian  yet  exhibited  in  New  York,  will  go  up  to 
the  old  castle  “in  the  leafy  month  of  June,”  he  may 
add  another  laurel  sprig  to  the  wreath  of  his  name. 
We  should  like  a copy. 

Skenandoa,  whose  descendants  are  mentioned 
among  the  emigrants,  was  not  only  a great  but  a 
good  man.  He  died  in  1816,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  about  110  years,  and,  agreeably  to  his  own  re- 
quest, was  buried  in  Clinton,  by  the  side  of  his 
friend  the  missionary — rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  Ske- 
nandoa was  once  intemperate.  One  night,  about 
sixty-five  years  before  his  death,  being  in  atten- 
dance upon  an  Indian  council  with  sir  William 
Johnson,  in  Albany,  he  became  so  intoxicated  as  to 
fall  in  the  gutter,  whence  he  was  taken  up  in  the 
morning.  Stung  with  mortification,  he  vowed  never 
to  taste  the  “fire  w ater  again,”  and  he  kept  his 
pledge.  Under  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Kirkland  he 
became  an  exemplary  Christian,  and  died  in  the 
faith  and  triumph  of  Christianity.  His  funeral  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  the  late  rev.  Dr.  Backus,  pre- 
sident of  Hamilton  college.  We  have  a very  elo- 
quent and  touching  speech  of  Skenandoa’s  in  ma- 
nuscript, for  future  use. 

Another  interesting  Indian  mentioned  as  being 
among  the  emigrants,  is  Peter  Somers,  or  “Good 
Peler,”or  “Dominie  Peter,”  as  he  has  been  called. 
This  w'orthy  man  has  long  been  a historical  person- 
age. His  name  appears  in  our  revolutionary  histo- 
ry. In  the  appendix  to  De  Witt  Clinton’s  Histori- 
cal Discourse  on  the  Six  Nations,  is  the  report  of 
a speech  of  Good  Peter,  delivered  at  a council  held 
in  Albany,  in  1789,  which  is  one  of  the  best  speci- 
mens of  Indian  eloquence  extant.  The  council 
was  held  by  governor  George  Clinton,  and  the 
speech  was  reported  by  young  De  Witt,  his  secre- 
tary. The  late  eminent  counsellor  Samuel  Jones, 
to  whom,  as  a profound  legislator,  the  slate  of  New 
York  was  more  indebted  than  to  any  other  man,  in 
the  communication  to  the  New  York  Historical 
society,  spoke  highly  of  Good  Peter.  In  regard  to 
the  speech  preserved  by  De  Witt  Clinton,  Mr. 
Jones  thought  it  not  so  good  as  one  which  he  (Mr. 
J.)  heard  him  deliver  the  preceding  year  at  Fort 
Stanwix.  Mr.  J.  preserved  an  outline  of  the  last 
mentioned  speech,  though  not  the  language.  In 
the  course  of  it  Good  Peter  observed  “that  the  avi- 
dity of  the  white  people  for  land,  and  the  thirst  of 
the  Indians  for  the  fire-water,  were  equally  insatia- 
ble; that  the  white  men  had  seen  and  fixed  their 
eyes  on  the  Indians’  good  land,  and  the  Indians  had 
seen  and  fixed  their  eyes  on  the  white  man’s  keg 
of  rum, — and  that  nothing  could  divert  either  of 
them  from  their  desired  object:  and  therefore  there 
was  no  remedy — but  the  white  man  must  have  the 
land,  and  the  Indian  the  keg  of  rum.” 

Looking  into  a volume  of  president  Dwight’s 
travels  the  other  evening,  we  noticed  the  following 
passage  respecting  “Good  Peter,”  which  is  alike 
interesting  and  beautiful: 

“While  Mr.  Kirkland  was  a missionary  to  the 
Oneidas,  being  unwell,  he  was  unable  to  preach  on 


a certain  Sabbath,  and  fold  Good  Peter,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  Oneidas,  that  he  must  address  the  con- 
gregation. He  modeslly  but  reluctantly  assented. 
After  a few  words  of  introduction  he  began  a dis- 
course on  the  character  of  the  Saviour.  ‘What, 
my  brethren,’ said  he, ‘are  the  views  which  you 
form  of  the  character  of  Jesus?  You  will  answer, 
perhaps,  that  he  was  a man  of  singular  benevolence. 
You  will  tell  me  that  he  proved  this  to  be  his  cha- 
racter by  the  nature  of  the  miracles  which  he 
wrought.  All  these,  you  will  say,  were  kind  in  the 
extreme.  He  created  bread  lor  thousands  who 
were  ready  to  perish.  He  raised  to  life  the  son  of 
a poor  woman,  who  was  a widow,  and  to  whom  his 
labors  were  necessary  for  support  in  old  age.  Are 
these,  then,  your  only  views  of  the  Saviout?  I tell 
you  they  are  lame.  When  Jesus  came  into  our 
world  he  threw  his  blanket  around  him,  but  the  God 
was  within!” 

Doctor  Dwight  states  that  he  received  the  anec- 
dote from  Mr.  Kirkland’s  own  lips;  and  we  will  de- 
fy the  whole  American  pulpit  to  excel  this  little  il- 
lustration of  the  Saviour’s  character,  either  in  force, 
simplicity  or  beauty.  How  little  did  president 
Dwight  imagine,  when  penning  this  incident,  that 
a quarter  of  a century  after  his  own  decease,  this 
same  “Good  Peter”  would  be  on  the  inarch  with 
the  fragments  of  his  nation  for  a new  country  in 
the  great  west!  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Union.  We  find  in  the  Winchester  Republican 
the  concluding  paragraphs  of  an  address  delivered 
by  the  rev.  Spencer  H.  Cone,  during  the  sitting  of 
the  Baptist  triennial  convention  in  Baltimore.  The 
Bible  cause  was  before  the  body,  and  Mr.  Cone 
was  urging  the  importance  of  union  in  all  work3of 
benevolence  designed  for  the  diffusion  of  Christain 
knowledge  and  the  amelioration  of  the  human 
family: 

“To  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  enterprise 
union  is  indispensable.  Do  soldiers,  and  politicians, 
and  men  of  the  world,  appreciate  duly  the  impor- 
tance of  this  principle,  in  their  various  sphere  of 
action?  God  forbid  that  they  should  continue  to  be 
wiser  in  their  generation,  than  the  children  of  light 
are  in  theirs.  In  coming  to  this  house  to  day  my 
heart  was  deeply  affected  while  I leaned  upon  the 
arm  of  a brother  and  gazed  upon  the  Calvert  street 
monument,  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  brave 
men  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  North  Point,  Septem- 
ber 12,  1814.  The  first  names  which  my  eyes 
rested  upon  were  McComas  and  Wells;  and  in  an 
instant,  the  scenes  of  that  memorable  day  were 
present.  We  belonged  to  the  baU-Mon  of  Sharp 
Shooters,  and  were  stationed  in  the  edge  of  a wood, 
some  5 or  6 miles  from  the  point;  when  one  of  the 
videts  riding  furiously  to  head  quarters,  delivered 
the  stirring  news  that  the  British  w'ere  landing  be- 
low us.  The  general  immediately  sent  one  of  his 
aids  along  the  line  for  two  hundred  volunteers,  in- 
cluding forty  Sharp  Shooters,  to  feel  the  pulse  of 
the  enemy.  As  they  stepped  out,  one  alter  ano- 
ther, Wells  said  to  me,  1 am  this  day  21  years  old — 
just  out  of  tny  apprenticeship;  I know  I shall  be 
shot,  but  I’ll  go  with  you — live  or  die.  We  ad- 
vanced rapidly  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  inva- 
ders, and  were  soon  upon  them;  swilt  flew'  the 
leaden  messengers,  and  one  of  the  first  was  sent  to 
poor  Wells;  it  passed  through  his  head,  and  he 
faintly  exclaimed,  I am  a dead  man.  Oh,  never 
shall  I forget  the  sound  of  his  voice  as  he  uttered 
the  words,  nor  the  expression  of  his  glassy  eye,  as 
he  looked  up  in  my  face — fell  across  my  feet,  anil 
expired. 

“My  brethren,  shall  men  thus  devote  themselves 
to  their  country,  and  follow  their  leader,  whether 
to  live  or  die,  and  shall  we  not  manifest  equal  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  the  great  Captain  of  our  sal- 
vation? Do  we  talk  of  union? 

“Baltimoreans!  participators  in  the  scenes  of 
Sept.  1814,  preach  to  American  Baptists,  1 beseech 
you,  on  the  nature  and  necessity  of  union.  Remem- 
ber the  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry,  as  from 
the  opposite  hill-top  we  watched  the  range  of  each 
successive  shell,  and  as  it  exploded,  groaned  in- 
wardly as  though  it  were  the  death  knell  of  some 
brother  in  arms;  remember,  that  full  ten  thousand 
men  were  at  the  same  moment  pressing  with  hos- 
tile feet  our  native  soil,  and  already  within  a few 
miles  of  this  devoted  city;  remember,  that  as  we 
prepared  to  meet  them,  how  every  avenue  for 
miles  around  was  crowded  with  women  and  chil- 
dren, flying  for  safety;  then,  when  we  saw  the  troops 
from  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  coming 
to  our  aid,  did  we  ask — “from  what  states  do  they 
come?”  Did  we  pause  to  discuss  domestic  institu- 
tions or  local  prejudices?  No!  the  stars  and  stripes 
upon  their  floating  banner  bespoke  a common  coun- 
try and  a common  cause;  and  to  preserve  the  bold 
American  Eagle  from  the  British  lion’s  paws,  was 
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the  ardent,  the  common  purpose  of  every  patriotic 
heart.  We  heard  the  immortal  Washington,  the 
father  of  his  country,  though  dead  yet  speaking — 
united  u>e  stand,  divided  we  fall;  and  shoulder  to 
shoulder  we  breasted  the  storm  of  war.  And  shall 
we  not  much  rather  be  united  in  wielded  the  sword 
of  the  spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God;  in  obeying 
the  commandment  of  Him  who  came  not  to  destroy 
men’s  lives,  but  to  save  them?” 

We  Register  the  foregoing  extract  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  wholesome  spirit,  but  also  in  justice  to 
the  memory  of  the  brave  young  soldier  whose  fate 
we  deplored  at  the  time  hi3  death  was  announced. 
From  his  boyhood  we  had  marked  his  intrepidity. 
He  was  a native  of  Annapolis,  which  city  has  con- 
tributed as  many,  if  not  more  martyrs  to  the  cause 
of  the  country  in  both  of  the  wars  we  have  had 
with  Great  Britain,  than  any  community  of  the 
same  number  in  the  union.  It  was  from  Annapo- 
lis that  Smallwood’s  regiment  marched  to  the 
front  rank  of  Washington’s  army  and  so  gallantly 
sustained  the  brunt  of  the  battle  upon  Long  Island, 
establishing  a reputation  tor  the  “Maryland  line” 
which  never  was  afterwards  questioned  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  In  1814  Mackubin  and  Miller, 
two  of  the  very  handsomest  and  most  promising 
young  men  ol  Annapolis,  forming  part  of  a detach- 
ment of  volunteers  which,  on  ascertaining  that  the 
Capitol  was  threatened,  musteied  and  marched  with- 
out orders  to  join  general  Winder’s  army  at  the 
Long-old  Fields,  were  killed — both  shot  in  the  face, 
whilst  posted  at  the  right  of  the  regulars  and  wait- 
ing lor  orders  to  fire  upon  the  enemy  as  they  ap- 
proached over  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg — Claude, 
a third  member  of  that  little  detachment,  died  after 
the  battle,  of  actual  tatigue.  He  had  a frame  inca- 
pable of  the  etfort  required,  but  a spirit  which  did 
not  allow  him  to  calculate.  Wells,  mentioned  in 
the  above  extract  was  one  of  the  small  squad  whose 
fire  was  fatal  to  general  Ross,  the  enemy’s  com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  approach  upon  Baltimore. 
His  lather  was  commander  of  an  artillery  company 
arid  in  battery  at  Annapolis  when  the  fate  of  his  son 
was  communicated  to  him  by  the  one  who  pens  this 
paragraph. 

“I  hope  he  behaved  himself  like  a man,”  was  the 
first  inquiry.  “There  is  leason  to  suppose  that  it 
was  a ball  from  his  rifle  that  felled  general  Ross,” 
was  the  reply.  It  was  consolation  to  the  father  to 
learn  that  his  son  had  so  distinguished  himself,  and 
he  yielded  him  up  to  his  country  like  a true  patriot. 
Tears  trickled  from  his  manly  lace  as  he  turned  and 
resumed  the  word  of  command,  saying  to  his  men, 
that  he  was  only  the  more  willing  to  encounter  the 
coming  foe;  it  was  then  supposed  that  the  British 
were  falling  back  upon  Annapolis. 

THE  ARMY. 

At  Fort  King,  Florida,  at  the  last  date,  106  men 
were  sick,  out  of  155  in  the  garrison. 

A letter  to  the  Savannah  Georgian,  dated  Gopher 
Hdl,  Florida,  May  22d,  says:  “We  have  received 
the  painful  intelligence  that  the  Indians  have  com- 
mitted a number  of  murders  in  the  neighborhood  of 
“Ocean  Pond.”  Upwards  of  an  hundred  head  of 
cattle  have  been  driven  off  from  Fort  Walker. 
Their  trail  leads  south. 

“I  presume  we  are  indebted  to  Alluck-tus-te- 
nug-gee  for  this  last  visit.  Three  days  since,  four 
Indians  made  their  appearance  at  Fort  King,  and 
asked  for  a wagon  to  bring  their  families  in.  This 
is  favorable,  and  if  col.  Worth  succeeds  in  finding 
Hospitakee,  the  war  must  end  the  coming  winter.” 

THE  NAVY. 

National  courtesy.  Lieut.  John  S.  Payne,  of  the 
U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  in  a letter  to  the  navy  de- 
partment, under  date  of  Porto  Praya,  March  12, 
1841,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  courtesy 
extended  towards  him  and  his  sick  crew  upon  their 
arrival  at  the  Cape  de  Verds.  The  sick  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  hospital  and  barracks  without  delay. 
The  matter  is  noticed  officially  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer. 

Official.  Navy  department,  June  2,  1841.  Intel- 
ligence has  reached  the  navy  department  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Yorktown,  comman- 
der Aulick,  at  Valparaiso,  on  the  20th  March,  in 
forty-three  days  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  all  well. 

The  Dale  was  expected  to  arrive  at  Valparaiso 
in  a day  or  two,  having  parted  company  with  the 
Yorktown  on  the  26th  February  off  Staten  Island. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Delaware,  captain  McCauley, 
destined  for  the  Mediterranean  station,  was  towed 
down  to  Hampton  Roads  on  Friday,  by  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Poinsett. 

We  learn,  that  com.  Morris,  will  shortly  leave 
the  navy  board,  and  hoist  his  broad  pennant  on 
board  the  Delaware. 

Tribute  of  respect.  Minute  guns  were  fired  from 
the  U.  S.  brig  Pioneer  on  this  station,  and  her  co- 


lors displayed  half  mast,  on  Wednesday  ‘felt  noon, 
as  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  commodore 
Alex.  Claxlon,  late  commander-in-chief  of  the  U.  S. 
naval  forces  in  the  Pacific.  [Balt.  Amer. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  states  that  lieut.  Hunter’s 
experimental  steamboat  on  the  plan  of  the  horizon- 
tal submerged  wheel,  has  been  taken  by  him  to 
Washington,  by  order  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy.  She  left  Old  Point  Comfort  on  Monday 
morning,  having  gone  down  the  evening  before, 
purposely  during  a strong  easterly  breeze  and  a 
heavy  sea  in  the  roads,  to  test  the  new  plan  in 
rough  weather. 


MARYLAND  COLONIZATION  CONVENTION. 

During  the  late  session  of  the  legislature  of  Ma- 
ryland, a meeting  of  the  friends  of  colonization  took 
place  at  the  seat  of  government,  at  which  a resolu- 
tion was  adopted  calling  a convention  of  delegates 
to  be  chosen  from  the  various  parts  of  the  state,  to 
convene  at  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  3d  of  June, 
in  compliance  w ith  which  a large  number  of  dele- 
gates assembled  on  that  day  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  Light  street.  On  motion  of  J.  H.  B. 
Latrobe,  esq.  Daniel  Murray,  esq.  of  Anne 
Arundel  county',  was  called  to  the  chair  and  Brantz 
Mayer,  esq.  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  was  named 
as  secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  con- 
vention. 

Besides  the  delegates  elected,  the  reverend  clergy 
of  the  state  were  invited  to  attend  and  participate 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  convention;  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  handed  in  their  names  to  the  se- 
cretary': 

Rev.  bishop  Waugh;  rev.  Dr.  Henshaw;  Geo.  D. 
Purviance;  E.  Heimer;  Mr.  Musgrave;  S.  K.  Jen- 
nings; Mr.  Guitteau;  R.  Emory;  David  Steele;  Clias. 
B.  Tippett;  Mr.  Shepheard;  Mr.  Burnap;  Mr.  Guest; 
Mr.  Hamner;  Mr.  Peck;  Mr.  Backus. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tuck,  of  P.  George’s,  a com- 
mittee of  one  member  from  each  county  and  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore  w’as  appointed  to  recommend 
officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  con- 
vention, who  reported  the  following  names,  and  the 
convention  was  organized. 

President — John  Nelson,  of  Baltimore  city. 

Vice  presidents — Rev.  John  Mines,  of  Montgo- 
mery; Otho  Scott,  of  Harford;  John  G.  Chapman, 
of  Charles;  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson,  of  Dorchester; 
gen’l  Thos.  Emory,  of  Queen  Anne’3;  gen’l  Tilgh- 
man,  of  Talbot;  Hanson  B.  Pigman,  of  Allegany; 
W.  H.  Tuck,  of  Prince  George’s. 

Secretaries—  Brantz  Mayer,  H.  Davy  Evans,  of 
Baltimore  city. 

After  appropriate  remarks  from  the  president 
upon  taking  the  chair,  and  a very  interesting  ad- 
dress from  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  esq.  president  of  the 
Mary  land  State  Colonization  society,  who  present- 
ed as  from  that  body  a printed  communication  to  the 
members  of  the  convention,  which  was  read — and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  w'as  referred  to  a com- 
mittee to  consist  ol  one  for  each  county  and  one  for 
the  city  of  Baltimore  to  report  what  measures  be 
necessary  to  be  adopted. 

A resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Yellot  of  Harford 
county  for  encouraging  the  Maryland  Colonization 
Journal,  and  another  appropriating  the  galleries  to 
the  ladies  was  adopted.  After  which  the  conven- 
tion adjourned  until  next  morning,  when  Mr.  Chap- 
man from  the  committee,  which  had  been  meantime 
in  session,  reported  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  State  Colo- 
nization society,  beg  leave  to  report — that  they  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  weighed 
the  several  matters  therein  suggested  with  the  at- 
tention and  care  that  their  profound  interest  de- 
mands. As  the  board  of  managers  justly  remark, 
the  subject  of  colonization  in  Maryland  has  possess- 
ed too  long  the  sanction  of  the  public,  expressed 
abroad  among  the  people,  and  recorded  on  the  sta- 
tute book, — to  render  it  necessary  now  to  argue  its 
merits  or  its  expediency.  These  being  fully  admit- 
ted,— and  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  colony,  es- 
tablished under  the  auspicious  of  the  state,  being 
proved  beyond  cavil — it  only  remains  to  determine 
the  best  mode  to  be  adopted  to  enable  Maryland  to 
avail  herself  of  the  advantages  which  the  plan  of  co- 
lonization presents — nor  can  y'our  committee  doubt, 
that  this  can  best  be  done,  by  awakening  the  people 
of  the  state  to  a proper  sense  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject  by  keeping  their  attention  constantly 
alive  to  the  necessity  of  prosecuting  it, — and  by  pro- 
moting that  commercial  intercourse  with  the  colony 
of  Maryland  in  Liberia,  which,  more  than  any  thing 
else,  will,  it  is  believed,  tend  to  remove  prejudice 
where  it  now  exists,  and  bring  about,  at  last,  that 
voluntary  emigration  w hich,  of  itself,  it  is  earnestly 
hoped,  may  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  thejpurposes 
of  colonization. 


With  these  views,  your  committee  present  here- 
with, several  resolutions  for  the  action  of  the  con- 
vention. 

Before  concluding  their  reporr,  your  committee 
would  express  particularly,  their  satisfaction  w'ith 
the  system  of  independent  state  action  pursued  by 
the  society.  Whatever  doubts  may  have  originally 
existed  as  to  the  ability  of  a single  slaveholding 
state,  and  one  too,  as  small  as  Maryland,  to  estab- 
lish a colony  sufficient  for  all  the  exigencies  of  co- 
lonization within  her  borders — these  have  been  re- 
moved by  the  success  that  has  attended  the  colony 
at  Cape  Palmas — and  it  has  been  clearly  proven  that 
there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  that  extraneous 
interference  with  subjects  connected  with  the  color- 
ed population  of  a slaveholding  state,  which,  no  mat- 
ter what  may  be  its  character  or  object,  should,  if 
possible,  be  always  repudiated  and  prevented.  All 
which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Chapman,  chairman  for  the  committee. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  look  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  free  colored  people  and  manumitted 
slaves  of  Maryland  with  their  own  consent  to  Afri- 
ca, as  the  legitimate  object  of  the  colonization  sys- 
tem. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  idea  that  the  colored  people 
will  ever  obtain  social  and  political  equality  in  this 
state  is  wild  and  mischievous;  and  by  creating 
among  them  hopes  that  can  never  be  realized  is  at 
war  with  their  own  happiness  and  improvement. 

3.  Resolved,  That  while  it  is  most  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  free  colored  people  of  Maryland  may 
see  that  their  best  and  most  permanent  interests 
will  be  consulted  by  their  emigration  from  this  state; 
and  while  this  convention  would  deprecate  any  de- 
parture from  the  principle  which  makes  coloniza- 
tion dependent  upon  the  voluntary  action  of  the  free 
colored  people  themselves, — yet,  if  regardless  of 
what  has  been  done  to  provide  them  with  an  asy- 
lum, they  continue  to  persist  in  remaining  in  Ma- 
ryland, in  the  hope  of  enjoying  here  an  equality  of 
social  and  political  rights — they  ought  to  be  so- 
lemnly warned  that  in  the  opinion  ol  this  conven- 
tion the  day  must  arrive,  when  circumstances  that 
cannot  then  be  controlled,  and  which  are  now  ma- 
turing— will  deprive  them  of  the  freedom  of  choice, 
and  leave  them  no  alternative  but  removal. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  progress  of  the  colonization 
enterprize  under  the  direction  of  the  state  society 
has  been  thus  far  highly  satisfactory — and  that  the 
present  condition  of  the  colony  at  Cape  Palrnas  af- 
fords a happy  earnest  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
Africo  American  commonwealth  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  and  that  the  same  now  offers  a home 
for  the  free  colored  people  of  this  state,  more  desi- 
rable than  any  other  place  in  this  country  or  abroad. 

5.  Resolved , That  the  obligations  of  the  people 
of  Maryland,  to  sustain  and  cherish  the  colony, 
planted  by  their  authority  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  are  of  a sacred  and  binding  nature,  and  that 
this  convention  recognise  the  same  in  their  full  ex- 
tent. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  independent  state 
action  with  regard  to  colonization  adopted  by  the 
state  society,  pre-eminently  recommends  itself  to 
all  the  slaveholding  states  whose  interest  and  dig- 
nity alike  require  them  to  repudiate  and  prevent  all 
extraneous  interference  with  any  matters  connected 
with  the  subject  of  their  colored  population. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  direct 
commercial  intercourse  between  Baltimore  and  the 
colony  at  Cape  Palmas  is  a matter  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  that  the  delegates  to  this  convention  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  state,  pledge  themselves  to 
aid  the  efforts  that  may  be  made  in  their  respective 
counties  to  procure  a regular  packet  to  run  between 
the  two  points. 

8.  Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  in- 
telligence, raising  funds,  promoting  emigration,  and 
generally,  keeping  alive  that  interest  and  active  ef- 
fort in  the  cause  of  colonization,  which  circum- 
stances shew  to  be  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  it 
be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  state  to  form, 
for  these  purposes,  associations  auxiliary  to  the 
state  society,  in  every  town,  village  and  neighbor- 
hood. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion will  use  their  best  exertions,  to  promote  the 
formation  of  the  auxiliary  associations  above  men- 
tioned, and  to  procure  in  each  county  at  least  one 
hundred  members  to  subscribe  five  dollars  annually 
for  the  purposes  of  the  society. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  hoard  of  managers  be  re- 
quested to  aid  forthwith,  through  their  agents  in  the 
formation  of  the  auxiliary  associations  in  question, 
and  to  take  measures  to  distribute  through  the  state, 
as  early  as  practicable,  the  information  that  has  been 
laid  before  this  convention. 

A very  interesting  debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
Chapman,  of  Charles  coqnfy,  lev-  Mr-  R.  Emoiy, 
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Mr.  Carey,  of  Baltimore,  rev.  Mr.  Mines,  of  Mont- 
gomery, Mr.  Causin.  of  St.  Mary’s,  rev.  Mr.  Ken- 
nard,  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Pigman,  of  Alleghany,  Mr. 
Latrobe,  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Gannt  of  Anne  Arundel, 
Mr.  Tuck,  of  Prince  George’s,  Mr.  Stewart,  of 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Giles,  of  Baltimore,  the  rev.  Dr. 
Henshaw,  and  bishop  Waugh,  of  Baltimore,  were 
the  principal  speakers.  The  convention  adjourned 
for  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  the  discussion  was  re- 
newed. Some  modification  of  the  resolutions  was 
proposed  and  acceded  to  forthe  sake  of  unanimity, 
after  which  the  whole  were  adopted.  Resolutions 
were  then  adopted  to  carry  out  the  views  thus  ex- 
pressed, by  instituting  agents  to  visit  the  auxiliary 
societies — by  employing  missionaries  from  amongst 
the  emigrants  already  established  in  the  colony — by 
subscribing  for  the  purchase  of  a regular  packet 
ship  to  trade  between  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the 
colony — and  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations  in  the  state,  in  behalf  of  the  philan- 
thropic and  Christian  aim  of  this  most  important  un- 
dertaking. Thanks  were  returned  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  house  in  which  the  convention  had  been 
accommodated,  and  to  the  officers,  &c.;  after  which 
the  convention  adjourned  sine  die. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

THE  TALLMADGE  FESTIVAL  IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  New  York  Express , May  27. 

The  meeting  last  evening  was  not  only  largely 
attended,  but  a unity  of  feeling  and  interest  con- 
tinued to  the  end.  In  all  respects  it  wa9  a gather- 
ing of  political  friends,  and  precisely  such  an  as- 
semblage as  will  displease  the  opponents  of  the  ad- 
ministration as  much  as  it  gives  gratification  to  its 
friends. 

The  elegant  saloon  of  the  gardens  was  thrown 
open  soon  after  seven  o’clock.  When  all  were 
seated,  the  number  was  about  five  hundred,  good 
men  and  true,  to  all  of  whom  the  meeting  was  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  political  gatherings  they  ever 
participated  in  in  the  city. 

The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  meeting: 

President — Alderman  Bruen,  of  the  Fifteenth 
ward. 

Vice  presidents — Henry  W.  Hicks,  Adoniran 
Chandler,  Peter  S.  Titus,  M.  M.  Noah,  Redwood 
Fisher,  David  Graham,  Charles  B.  Tappan,  Thos. 
A.  Power,  Jacob  S.  Baker,  Robert  Smith,  Daniel 
Ullman,  R.  H.  Winslow,  J.  Phillips  Phoenix,  Shep- 
herd Knapp,  Edward  Sandford,  Levi  Cook,  George 
W.  Bruen,  George  S.  Doughty,  Charles  O’Connor, 
Benjamin  Drake,  Burr  Wakeman,  Win.  L.  Stone, 
Frederick  A.  Gay. 

Committee  of  reception — Lewis  Eaton,  Edward 
Jenkins,  Mortimer  de  Mott,  C.  Crolius,  jr.  William 
L.  Morris,  James  D.  Oliver,  John  J.  Cisco,  John 
Falconer. 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States — formed 
by  American  wisdom,  sustained  by  republican 
laws,  and  defended  by  American  valor. 

2.  The  memory  of  William  Henry  Harrison — 
drank  standing  and  in  silence,  the  band  playing  a 
death  march. 

3.  John  Tyler  in  his  elevation  to  the  presidency 
— much  as  we  lament  the  event  which  has  produc- 
ed it,  the  wisdom  of  the  Harrisburg  convention  has 
been  signally  illustrated.  9 cheers. 

Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge— -The  man  who  dared  to 
be  honest  in  the  worst  of  times.  He  has  his  reward 
in  the  affection  of  his  friends  and  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  Received  with  six  cheers. 

4..  Our  country — May  all  its  business  relations 
be  improved,  its  wants  reduced,  and  its  comforts 
multiplied. 

5.  The  ship  of  state — shattered  by  the  tempests 
of  the  last  twelve  years,  yet  we  doubt  not  the  abili- 
ty of  the  present  crew  to  bring  her  safe  into  port. 

6.  The  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

7.  The  national  administration — its  objects  the 
welfare  of  the  people  and  the  stability  ofthe  govern- 
ment. 

8.  Our  foreign  relations— Peace  at  every  sacri- 
fice but  that  of  honor. 

9.  The  army  and  navy — always  able  and  always 
ready  to  respond  to  the  calls  of  their  country. 

10.  The  judiciary— The  ark  of  our  political  safe- 
ty: palsied  be  the  arm  that  would  strike  down  its 
constitutional  independence. 

11.  The  states — their  sovereignty  and  their 
union  not  incompatible. 

12.  Agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures — 
The  elements  of  national  prosperity,  equally  enti- 
tled to  the  fostering  caie  ofthe  government. 

13.  Our  country  women — the  only  tyrants  Ame- 
ricans are  not  authorised  to  resist. 

At  the  close  of  the  toast  in  honor  of  Mr.  Tall- 
raadge,  which  was  received  with  deafening  ap- 
plause, the  honored  guest  rose  to  speak.  His  pre- 


sence called  forth  a new  welcome,  and  rarely,  if  ever, 
has  a public  man  been  received  with  warmer  demon- 
strations of  welcome  and  applause.  1 rise,  Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen,  (said  the  speaker),  to 
tender  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  sentiment  just 
given — I do  not  flatter  myself  that  I have  done  any 
thing  to  call  forth  such  a demonstration  as  that 
which  I have  received,  but  I do  feel  that  1 have  en- 
deavored to  deserve  your  approbation.  We  have 
assembled  upon  the  present  occasion  to  congratu- 
late one  another  for  the  results  of  a victory  growing 
out  of  a war  waged  upon  the  one  side  by  the  exe- 
cutive in  behalf  of  executive  usurpation,  and  op- 
posed on  the  other  by  the  people  in  resistance  of 
usurpation. 

I was  one  who  aided  in  the  elevation  of  the  late 
executive,  who  was  permitted  to  retire  to  private 
life.  I was  prepared  to  support  him  if  he  adhered 
to  those  measures  which  it  was  supposed  would 
have  governed  him.  I had  seen  in  his  illustrious 
predecessor  what  I believed  to  be  some  aberration 
of  mind,  and  I was  not  prepared  to  see  Mr.  Van 
Buren  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor.  I 
had  seen  some  of  these  aberrations.  I had  been 
witness  to  them. 

We  all  saw  towards  the  close  of  general  Jack- 
son’s administration  some  of  those  usurpations 
which  grew  up  with  the  specie  circular  introduced 
before  the  close  of  the  administration,  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton).  That  measure 
had  been  rejected  by  the  senate,  and  yet  it  was 
persevered  in  by  the  executive.  It  was  twice  re- 
jected, and  twice  adhered  to,  even  when  sustained 
by  the  solitary  vote  of  the  senator  from  Missouri 
himself,  aided  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  became  very 
soon  an  executive  measure.  Mr.  Van  Buren  came 
into  power  in  1836.  Had  he  carried  out  his  inten- 
tions before  elected,  and  rescinded  the  odious  spe- 
cie circular,  he  might  have  gone  again  into  the  exe- 
cutive chair,  as  James  Munroe  did,  almost  without 
the  show  of  opposition.  I say  without  the  show  of 
opposition — and  here  I pay  a deserved  compliment 
to  the  whig  party.  The}’  are  a party  who  go  for 
good  laws,  by  whomsoever  administered,  and  they 
care  but  little  by  whom  administered.  [Great  ap- 
plause.] 

The  extra  session  of  1S37  was  next  alluded  to. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  then,  said  the  speaker,  brought 
forward  a proposition  condemned  by  general  Jack- 
son,  and  condemned  by  congress,  and  the  whole 
party  before  him,  as  a measure  pronounced  official- 
ly to  be  destructive  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  liberty,  and  subversive  of  its  practices  from  its 
establishment  down  to  that  time — a measure  pro- 
nounced to  be  one  which  exposed  the  treasure  of 
the  nation  to  the  control  of  one  hundred  hands, 
when  but  one  before  controlled  it. 

I have  no  fault  to  find  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  for 
changing  his  opinion.  The  complaint  I make 
against  him  is,  that  he  would  not  tolerate  a uniform 
consistency  of  opinion,  on  the  part  of  his  Iriends 
- — that  he  w’ould  not  allow  them  to  think  as  they 
had  always  thought  before.  He  went  to  the  peo- 
ple and  the  administration  after  the  regular  session 
was  defeated.  Regardless  of  this,  when  congress 
re-assembled  at  its  regular  session,  the  rejected 
measure  w:as  persisted  in,  and  again  recommended. 
The  administration  was  again  defeated,  and  again, 
in  the  exercise  of  party  discipline,  the  measure 
was  adhered  to.  In  1838  the  administration  party 
was  again  riiscomfitted,  and  though  the  great  and 
almost  the  only  measure  of  the  party  was  thus  sig- 
nally opposed  three  times  by  the  popular  voice,  the 
executive  measure  was  clung  to,  the  executive 
himself  being  determined  not  to  bow  to  the  popular 
voice.  I well  recollect  to  have  heard  of  a gentle- 
man that  had  to  be  twice  introduced  to  a lady  be- 
fore he  could  become  acquainted  with  her;  (laugh- 
ter). Mr.  Van  Buren  was  introduced  three  times 
to  the  popular  voice,  and  yet  he  knew'  nothing  of 
it  until  the  people  gave  him  permission  to  retire  to 
private  life.  Had  a public  message  been  so  treated 
by  any  monarch  in  Europe,  he  would  have  been 
driven  from  his  throne.  Charles  the  tenth,  with 
his  ministers,  headed  by  Polignac,  lost  their  coun- 
try for  a less  ottence.  Were  any  king  of  England 
to  attempt  to  force  such  a measure  upon  the  peo- 
ple, after  having  been  three  times  or  once  rejected 
by  parliament,  the  insult  would  not  have  been 
borne;  and  yet  by  our  democratic  president  it  was 
three  times  attempted  in  defiance  ofthe  will  ofthe 
people. 

Mr.  Tallmadsie  here  left  the  past  administration 
for  the  events  connected  with  the  late  national  tri- 
umph. We  entered  upon  the  campaign,  said  he, 
with  a man  for  our  chief,  renowned  for  his  military 
fame,  and  more  renowned  for  his  civil  history.  The 
revolution  was  more  important  to  us  than  the  revo- 
lution of  1800.  It  was  a pacific  revolution,  and  one 
ofthe  most  important  ever  accomplished.  With  a 
gallant  old  chief  to  lead  us  on,  we  triumphed,  and 


the  address  which  came  from  him,  illustrating  the 
principles  of  government,  will  last  as  long  as  the 
government  itself  shall  last.  The  good  man  has 
gone  to  his  peace.  A garland  is  wove  to  his  me- 
mory, and  immortality  is  his.  In  his  death  there 
has  been  an  experiment  made  on  our  government. 
A new  man  has  been  called  fb  preside  over  the 
councils  of  the  nation.  I know  him  personally,  and 
can  speak  of  him  by  personal  observation.  I was 
in  the  senate  with  him,  and  I know  him  to  be  a 
man  of  a high  order  of  intellect,  of  great  purity  and 
independence  of  character,  and  one  who  intends  to 
assume  the  responsibilities  which  the  constitution 
has  put  upon  him.  I am  authorised  to  say  from  and 
for  him  in  regard  to  appointments  to  office,  that 
when  they  belong  to  the  executive  department  he 
does  not  interfere,  but  when  they  come  from  the 
executive  he  alone  is  responsible.  [Applause.] 
The  blame,  if  there  is  any,  must  fall  upon  him  and 
nobody  else.  Mr.  T.  dwelt  at  some  length  upon 
this  topic,  and  alluded  to  the  controversy  in  the 
convention  which  framed  the  constitution  upon  this 
same  topic.  In  regard  to  removals  from  office,  he 
said  there  must  be  more  or  less  upon  all  occasions, 
when  a new  administration  commenced.  The  late 
administration  brought  the  people  to  the  verge  of 
ruin,  and  changes  were  demanded.  I complain  not 
of  the  applicants  for  office,  said  Mr.  T.  my  only  re- 
gret is  that  so  many  worthy  men  are  doomed  to 
disappointment.  Men  sometimes  may  err  in  their 
action.  Mr.  Tyler,  in  his  remarks  to  me,  to  which 
I have  alluded,  said  that  errors  might  be  committed. 
But  whether  there  are  faults  to  be  found  or  not,  let 
us  indulge  no  illiberal  feelings  or  private  griels  by 
which  we  shall  put  in  jeopardy  those  great  mea- 
sures which  should  be  carried  out  for  the  good  of 
the  country.  [Applause]. 

Mr.  T.  next  alluded  to  what  would  probably  form 
the  subjects  of  consideration  at  the  extra  session  of 
congress.  As  1 understand  them,  said  he,  and  I 
speak  for  no  one  but  myself,  they  will  be  first,  by 
way  of  example,  and  as  a warning  to  all  persons 
who  may  offend  in  like  manner  hereafter,  the  re- 
peal of  the  sub-treasury  bill.  [Dealening  applause.] 

I will  not  discuss  the  measure — it  has  become  nau- 
seous and  disgusting  to  all.  The  mannei  in  which 
the  bill  had  been  brought  forward  only  was  alluded 
to,  not  omitting,  of  course,  the  agency  of  one  branch 
of  congress  in  disfranchising  a state.  You  have  seen 
the  measure  said  the  senator,  practically  in  opera- 
tion in  your  city.  My  old  friend,  Stephen  Allen,  a 
very  honest  man,  as  receiver  general,  put  his  mo- 
ney in  the  very  bowels  ofthe  bank  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a divorce  of  the  bank.  [Laughter  and  ap- 
plause.] 

The  substitute  to  the  sub-treasury  bill  was  next 
considered  and  listened  to  with  intense  interes.. 
Mr.  T.  first  alluded  to  himself.  Though  not  a mem- 
ber of  congress  when  the  old  bank  charter  expired, 
he  was  opposed  to  the  recharter.  I cannot,  for 
want  of  time,  give  my  reasons  at  length  for  the  past 
and  present  opinions  I entertain.  I went  with  gen. 
Jackson  for  the  state  batiks.  The  whigs  differed 
from  us;  but  thinking  differently  they  expressed 
their  opinions  frankly.  They  wished  us  to  test  our 
experiment,  and  gave  us  fair  play;  while  the  pre- 
sident, one  of  its  friends,  turned  round  and  de- 
nounced the  very  measure  he  had  endeavored  to 
establish.  Mr.  Benton  said  afterwards  that  he  had 
intended  to  destroy  the  United  States  bank  first, 
and  then  the  state  bank  system.  One  reason  w hy  I 
would  notgo  back  to  this  system  now  is,  that  the  op- 
position would  fasten  upon  it,  agitate  it,  carry  it  be- 
fore the  people,  make  a new  currency  question.  We 
should  have  during  such  a contest  no  currency,  no 
peace,  no  prosperity.  The  currency  ofthe  country 
would  become  the  issue  of  political  battles.  I will 
not  then  have  the  state  banks.  What  shall  I do? 
Adopt  the  sub-treasury  bill?  I will  take  any  thing 
or  nothing  in  preference  to  that.  What  then  is  the 
alternative?  It  is  the  establishment  of  a.  notional 
bank.  [Immense  and  prolonged  cheering.]  I shall 
go  openly  and  without  any  disguise  for  a national 
bank;  for  the  best  bank  we  can  get.  I will  not  be 
particular  even  in  my  own  judgment.  I will  go  with 
the  friends  for  whom  I act,  and  who  have  placed 
me  where  I am.  [Great  cheering.] 

The  next  measure  which  I suppose  ought  to  be 
adopted  is  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  public 
lands.  This  is  one  ofthe  most  important  measures 
which  can  be  produced.  Its  effect  upon  the  stocks 
of  the  states  will  be  most  beneficial;  it  will  improve 
the  condition  of  the  states.  The  objection  to  the 
measure  that  the  present  condition  of  the  finances 
demanded  the  expenditure  for  national  defence,  is 
not  a good  one.  Five  millions  distributed  among 
the  states  is  better  than  twenty  millions  in  any 
other  way.  What  were  we  before  those  improve- 
ments, and  what  are  we  now?  During  a w ar  a single 
campaign  would  cost  more  than  all  our  improve- 
ments in  New  York.  If  war  comes,  lay  direct  taxes 
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upon  the  persona!  and  real  property  of  the  state. 
One-half  mill  tax  upon  New  York  alone  would 
amount  to  500,000  dollars.  Your  improvements 
have  increased  the  value  of  this  property  twenty 
and  a hundred  fold;  you  do  more  in  this  way  for  de- 
fence than  in  any  other,  for  nobody  would  feel  the 
tax  created.  Let  the  money,  then,  be  divided 
among  the  states.  As  a subject  intimately  con- 
nected with  this,  Mr.  Tallmadge  spoke  of  the  pre- 
emption bill.  I have  been,  said  he,  in  lavor  of  a per- 
manent pre-emption  bill,  and  alweys  shall  be. 
(Applause.)  But  pre-emption  and  distribution  can 
go  together,  and  the  friends  of  both  measures  will 
be  satisfied.  Henry  Clav  was  willing  to  go  for  the 
former  with  the  latter.  [The  mention  of  Mr.  Clay  s 
name  called  down  great  applause  from  the  audi- 
ence.] I am,  in  general  terms,  in  lavor  of  the 
pre-emption  law,  because  I wish  to  take  care  of  the 
hardy  pioneers  who  dwell  in  the  log  cabins  of  the 
west.  [Mr.  Tallmadge  spoke  eloquently  here  of 
some  incident  in  his  own  domestic  life,  connected 
with  home  and  childhood.  He  spoke  of  his  father  a 
pioneer  to  the  west,  and  of  his-five  sons,  with  whom 
he  opened  the  first  light  of  the  wilderness.  The 
log  cabin  melodies  were  not  forgotten,  and  some  of 
the  lines  were  quoted  with  fine  effect.] 

“I  knew  by  the  smoke  that  so  gracefully  curl’d 
That  the  old  log  cabin  was  near, 

1 said,  if  there  was  peace  for  one  in  the  world, 

The  heart  might  find  it  here.” 

Another  measure  likely  to  come  before  congress 
was  next  considered,  the  general  bankrupt  law.  Mr. 
T.  said:  I give  only  my  own  opinions  of  this  mea- 
sure, and  will  not  discuss  it.  I have  been  its  friend 
from  the  beginning.  I believe  the  law  a good  one, 
and  that  it  should  be  established  in  every  commer- 
cial community.  I think  that  the  states  should 
make  bankrupt  laws,  and  that  the  laws  should  be 
uniform  in  their  character.  The  effect  would  be  not 
the  increase,  but  the  limitation  of  the  credit  system. 
Congress,  in  my  opinion,  does  not  exercise  its  duty 
ulitif  it  makes  this  subject  the  law  of  the  land.  (Ap- 
plause). 

One  other  measure  should  be  adopted — a resolu- 
tion to  rescind  the  expunging  resolution.  (Immense 
and  prolonged  applause).  In  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion, the  discussion  of  which  excited  the  most  pro- 
found attention,  Mr.  Tallmadge  said:  In  all  my  con- 
sultation before  the  expunge  was  adopted,  I op- 
posed the  mutilation  of  the  journals  of  the  senate. 

I continued  that  opposition  down  to  the  time  I was 
instructed  by  the  legislature  of  New  York,  which 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  Virginia.  I had  never 
marie  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the  resolution  until  1 
was  instructed,  and  having  been  brought  up  in  the 
school  of  instruction,  I did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  dis- 
obey; but  had  1 known  how  my  friends  hated  this 
doctrine,  drawing  others  into  it,  but  never  putting 
it  in  practice,  I never  should  have  obeyed.  In  re- 
gard to  the  doctrine  of  instruction,  I differ  with 
some  of  the  whigs.  1 would  apply  the  medicine 
to  those  who  have  faith  in  it.  Those  who  believe 
in  the  principle  should  be  made  to  carry  it  out. 
[The  position  of  Mr.  Williams  on  the  one  hand,  and 
Messrs.  White  and  Foster,  was  cited  to  prove  the 
sincerity  of  one  set  of  men  and  the  hypocrisy  of  ano- 
ther in  the  doctrine], 

Mr.  Tallmadge  spoke  very  briefly,  only  by  way 
of  allusion  to  three  other  measures.  In  regard  to  the 
late  president  Harrison’s  family,  he  pledged  himself 
to  go  into  the  support  of  a resolution  making  a 
compensation.  I hope  to  hear  nothing  of  prece- 
dent, said  he,  and  pray  that  such  precedents  may 
be  few  and  far  between.  We  have  a precedent. 
When  De  Witt  Clinton  died,  $20,000  was  appro- 
priated by  the  legislature  of  New  York  for  his  fa- 
mily, and  $20,000  was  the  sum  recommended  in 
one  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  it  would  have 
passed  the  other  had  not  a two-thirds  vote  been  re- 
quired. A precedent  we  have,  too,  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  congress.  When  general  Brown,  a brave 
officer,  died,  general  Harrison  himself  brought 
forward  a bill  to  relieve  his  family.  (Great  ap- 
plause). 

In  regard  to  a revision  of  a tariff,  and  the  estab- 
ment  of  a tax,  if  not  general,  at  least  so  far  as 
to  impose  duties  upon  luxuries,  Mr.  Tallmadge 
thought  there  would  be  no  question,  at  least  to  an 
extent  to  supply  the  adequate  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

One  moment  more,  said  Mr.  Tallmadge,  in  con- 
clusion. Wilh  the  president  that  we  have  at  the 
head  of  the  government,  and  with  a cabinet  that 
will  do  honor  to  any  party  orany  government,  (im- 
mense applause),  there  is  no  danger.  Let  me  ex- 
hort my  friends  of  all  sections,  if  there  be  sections 
of  men,  to  indulge  in  no  private  griefs.  If  there 
should  be  quarrels,  let  them  be  considered  as  mere 
family  quarrels,  to  be  settled  within  the  domes- 
tic circle,  ami  not  disturb  the  general  good.  The 


great  cause  is  best  preserved  by  passing  them  over. 
Let  us  give  the  opposition  no  opportunity  to  rejoice 
over  us.  Let  them,  be  disappointed.  So  far  as  my 
little  influence  and'example  may  go,  I pledge  my- 
self that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  to  carry  out  the 
great  principles  and  measures  lor  which  we  have 
been  contending. 

Alter  I shall  have  gone  through  the  extra  session, 
for  which  I enlisted  when  I enlisted  lor  the  cam- 
paign, I shall  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  receive  an 
honorable  discharge.  And  whether  I remain  in  the 
empire  state,  or  seek  a home  in  one  of  the  log  ca- 
bins of  the  west,  I shall  never  forget  the  kindness 
manifested  for  me  by  my  friends. 


DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  PRE- 
SIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  March  12,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  is  in- 
structed by  his  government  to  make  the  following 
official  communication  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States: 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  had  under  their 
consideration  the  correspondence  which  took  place 
at  Washington  in  December  last,  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  the 
undersigned,  comprising  two  official  letters  from  the 
undersigned  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated  the  13 th  and 
29th  of  December,  and  two  official  letters  from  Mr. 
Forsyth  to  the  undersigned,  dated  the  26th  and  30th 
of  the  same  month,  upon  the  subject  of  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod,  of 
Upper  Canada,  by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  N. 
York,  upon  a pretended  charge  of  arson  and  murder 
as  having  been  engaged  in  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  “Caroline”  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, 1837. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  in  the  first  place  to 
make  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
that  her  majesty’s  government  entirely  approve  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  undersigned  in  that  cor- 
pondence,  and  of  the  language  adopted  by  him  in 
the  official  letters  above  mentioned. 

And  the  undersigned  is  now  instructed  again  to 
demand  from  the  government  of  the  United  Slates, 
formally,  in  the  name  of  the  British  government,  the 
immediate  release  of  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  British  government 
make  this  demand  upon  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  are  these:  That  the  transaction  on  account  of 
which  Mr.  McLeod  has  been  arrested  and  is  to  be 
put  upon  his  trial  was  a transaction  of  a public  cha- 
racter, planned  and  executed  by  persons  duly  em- 
powered by  her  majesty’s  colonial  authorities  to 
taks  any  steps  and  to  do  any  acts  which  might  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  her  majesty’s  territo- 
ries, arid  forjthe  protection  of  her  majesty’s  subjects; 
and  that  consequently  those  subjects  of  her  majesty 
who  engaged  in  that  transaction  were  performing 
an  act  of  public  duty  for  which  they  cannot  be  made 
personally  and  individually  answerable  to  the  laws 
and  tribunals  of  any  foreign  country. 

The  transaction  in  question  may  have  been,  as 
her  majesty’s  government  are  of  opinion  that  it  was, 
a justifiable  employment  of  force  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  the  Biitish  territory  from  the  unprovoked 
attack  of  a band  of  British  rebels  and  American  pi- 
rates who,  having  been  permitted  to  arm  and  orga- 
nize themselves  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  had  actually  invaded  and  occupied  a portion 
of  the  territory  of  her  majesty,  or  it  may  have  been, 
as  alleged  by  Mr.  Forsyth  in  his  note  to  the  under- 
signed of  the  26th  of  December,  “a  most  unjustifia- 
ble invasion  in  lime  of  peace  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.”  But  this  is  a question  essentially 
of  a political  and  international  kind,  which  can  be 
discussed  and  settled  between  the  two  governments, 
and  which  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  state  of  New 
York  cannot  by  possibility  have  any  means  of  judg- 
ing or  any  light  of  deciding. 

It  would  be  contrary  to  the  universal  practice  of 
civilized  nations  to  fix  individual  responsibility  upon 
persons  who,  with  the  sanction  or  by  the  orders  of 
the  constituted  authorities  of  a state,  engaged  in  mi- 
litary or  naval  enterprises  in  their  country’s  cause; 
and  it  is  obvious  (hat  the  introduction  of  such  a 
principle  would  aggravate  beyond  measure  the  mi- 
series, and  would  frightfully  increase  the  demora- 
lizing effects  of  war,  by  mixing  up  with  national 
exasperation  the  ferocity  of  personal  passions,  and 
the  cruelty  and  bitterness  of  individual  revenge. 

Her  majesty’s  government  cannot  believe  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  can  really  intend 
to  set  an  example  so  fraught  with  evil  to  the  com- 
munity of  nations,  and  the  direct  tendency  of  which 


Neither  can  her  majesty’s  government  admit  for  a 
moment  the  validity  of  the  doctrine  advanced  by 
Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  federal  government  of  the 
United  States  has  no  power  to  interfere  in  the  mat- 
ter in  question,  and  that  the  decision  thereof  must 
rest  solely  and  entirely  with  the  state  of  New  York. 

With  the  particulars  of  the  internal  compact  which 
may  exist  between  the  several  states  that  compose 
the  union,  loreign  powers  have  nothing  to  do:  the 
relations  of  foreign  powers  are  with  the  aggregate 
union:  that  union  is  to  them  represented  by  the  fe- 
deral government:  and  of  that  union  the  federal  go- 
vernment is  to  them  the  only  organ.  Therefore, 
when  a foreign  power  has  redress  to  demand  for  a 
wrong  done  to  it  by  any  state  of  the  union,  it  is  to 
the  federal  government,  and  not  to  the  separate  state, 
that  such  power  must  look  for  redress  for  that 
wrong.  And  such  foreign  powers  cannot  admit  the 
plea  that  the  separate  state  is  an  independent  body 
over  which  the  federal  government  has  no  control. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  a doctrine,  if  admitted,  would 
at  once  go  to  a dissolution  of  the  union  as  far  as  its 
relations  with  foreign  powers  are  concerned;  and 
that  foreign  powers,  in  such  case,  instead  of  accre- 
diting diplomatic  agents  to  the  federal  government, 
would  send  such  agents  not  to  that  government,  but 
to  the  government  of  each  separate  state;  and  would 
make  their  relations  of  peace  and  war  with  each 
state  depend  upon  the  result  of  their  separate  inter- 
course with  such  state,  without  reference  to  the  re- 
lations they  might  have  with  the  rest. 

Her  majesty’s  government  apprehend  that  the 
above  is  not  the  conclusion  at  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  intend  to  arrive;  yet  such  is  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  arguments  that  have  been 
advanced  by  Mr.  Forsyth  necessarily  lead. 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  her  majesty’s  government 
formally  demand,  upon  the  grounds  already  stated, 
the  immediate  release  of  Mr.  McLeod;  and  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  entreat  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  to  take  into  his  most  deliberate  consideration 
the  serious  nature  of  the  consequences  which  must 
ensue  from  a rejection  of  this  demand. 

The  United  States  government  will  perceive  that, 
in  demanding  Mr.  McLeod’s  release,  her  majesty’s 
government  argue  upon  the  assumption  that  he  was 
one  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  capture  of  the 
steamboat  “Caroline:”  but  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment have  the  strongest  reasons  for  being  convinced 
that  Mr.  McLeod  was  not  in  fact  engaged  in  that 
transaction:  and  the  undersigned  is  hereupon  in- 
structed to  say  that  although  the  circumstance  itself 
makes  no  difference  in  the  political  and  internation- 
al question  at  issue;  and  although  her  majesty  go- 
vernment do  not  demand  Mr.  McLeod’s  release 
upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  concerned  in  the 
capture  of  the  “Caroline,”  but  upon  the  ground  that 
the  capture  of  the  “Caroline”  was  a transaction  of 
public  character  for  which  the  persons  engaged  in 
it  cannot  incur  private  and  personal  responsibility; 
yet  the  government  of  the  United  States  must  not 
disguise  from  themselves  that  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod was  not  engaged  in  the  transaction  must  ne- 
cessarily tend  greatly  to  inflame  that  national  resent- 
ment which  any  harm  that  shall  be  suffered  by  Mr. 
McLeod  at  the  hands  of  the  authorities  of  the  state 
of  New  York  will  infallibly  excite  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  British  empire. 

The  undersigned,  in  addressing  the  present  official 
communication,  by  order  of  his  government,  to  Mr. 
Webster,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  has 
the  honor  to  offer  to  him  the  assurance  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration.  H.  S.  FOX. 

The  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  fyc.  fyc.  fyc. 


Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  April  24,  7841. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  that  his  note  of  the  12th  of  March 
was  received  and  laid  before  the  president. 

Circumstances  well  known  to  Mr.  Fox  have  ne- 
cessarily delayed,  for  some  days,  the  consideration 
of  that  note. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  now  to  say  that  it 
has  been  fully  considered,  and  that  he  has  been  di- 
rected by  the  president  lo  addiess  Mr.  Fox  the  fol- 
lowing reply: 

Mr.  Fox  informs  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  he  is  instructed  to  make  known  to  it  that 
the  government  of  her  majesty  entirely  approve  the 
course  pursued  by  him  in  his  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Forsyth  in  December  last,  and  the  language 
adopted  by  him  on  that  occasion;  and  that  that  go- 
vernment have  instructed  him  “again  to  demand 
from  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  formally, 
in  the  name  of  the  British  government,  the  imme- 
diate release  of  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod;”  that  “the 


must  be  to  bring  back  into  the  practice  of  modern  

war  atrocities  which  civilization  and  Christianity  grounds  upon  which  the  British  government  make 
have  long  since  banished.  I this  demand  upon  the  government  of  the  United 
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States  are  these:  That  the  transaction  on  account  of 
which  Mr.  McLeod  has  been  arrested  and  is  to  be 
put  upon  his  trial  was  a transaction  of  a public  cha- 
racter, planned  and  executed  by  persons  duly  em- 
powered by  her  majesty’s  colonial  authorities  to  take 
any  steps  and  to  do  any  acts  which  might  be  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  her  majesty’s  territories  and 
for  the  protection  of  her  majesty’s  subjects,  and  that 
consequently  those  subjects  of  her  majesty  who  en- 
gaged in  that  transaction  were  performing  an  act  of 
public  duty,  for  which  they  cannot  be  made  person- 
ally and  individually  answerable  to  the  laws  and  tri- 
bunals of  any  foreign  country.” 

The  president  is  r.ot  certain  that  he  understands 
precisely  the  meaning  intended  by  her  majesty’s 
government  to  be  conveyed  by  the  foregoing  in- 
struction. 

The  doubt  has  occasioned  with  the  president  some 
hesitation,  but  he  inclines  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  main  purpose  of  the  instruction  was  to  cause  it 
to  be  signified  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
that  the  attack  on  the  steamboat  “Caroline”  was  an 
act  of  public  force,  done  by  the  British  colonial  au- 
thorities, and  fully  recognised  by  the  queen’s  go- 
vernment at  home,  and  that  consequently  no  indivi- 
dual concerned  in  that  transaction  can,  according  to 
the  just  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations,  be  held  per- 
sonally answerable  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  law  as 
for  a private  offence;  and  that  upon  this  avowal  ot 
her  majesty’s  government,  Alexander  McLeod,  now 
imprisoned  on  an  indictment  for  murder  alledged  to 
have  been  committed  in  that  attack,  ought  to  be  re- 
leased by  such  proceedings  as  are  usual  and  are 
suitable  to  the  case. 

The  president  adopts  the  conclusion  that  nothing 
more  than  this  could  have  been  intended  to  be  ex- 
pressed, from  the  consideration  that  her  majesty’s 
government  must  be  fully  aware  that  in  the  United 
States,  as  in  England,  persons  confined  under  judi- 
cial process  can  be  released  from  that  confinement 
only  by  judicial  process.  In  neither  country,  as  the 
undersigned  supposes,  can  the  arm  of  the  executive 
power  interfere,  directly  or  forcibly,  to  release  or 
deliver  the  prisoner.  His  discharge  must  be  sought 
in  a manner  conformable  to  the  principles  of  law 
and  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  judicature.  If  an 
indictment,  like  that  which  has  been  found  against 
Alexander  McLeod,  and  under  circumstances  like 
those  which  belong  to  his  case,  were  pending  against 
an  individual  in  one  of  the  courts  of  England,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  law  officer  of  the  crown  might 
enter  a nolle  prosequi , or  that  the  prisoner  might 
cause  himself  to  be  brought  up  on  habeas  corpus  and 
discharged,  if  his  ground  of  discharge  should  be 
adjudged  sufficient,  or  that  he  might  prove  the  same 
facts,  and  insist  on  the  same  defence  or  exemption 
on  his  trial. 

All  these  are  legal  modes  of  proceeding,  well 
known  to  the  laws  and  practice  of  both  countries. 
But  the  undersigned  does  not  suppose  that,  if  such 
a case  were  to  arrise  in  England,  the  power  of  the 
executive  government  could  be  exerted  in  any  more 
direct  manner.  Even  in  the  case  of  ambassadors  and 
other  public  ministers,  whose  right  to  exemption 
from  arrest  is  personal,  requiring  no  fact  to  be 
ascertained  but  the  mere  fact  of  diplomatic  cha- 
racter, and  to  arrest  whom  is  sometimes  made  a 
highly  penal  offence,  if  the  arrest  be  actually  made, 
it  must  be  discharged  by  application  to  the  courts  of 
law. 

It  is  understood  that  Alexander  McLeod  is  holden 
as  well  as  civil  as  on  criminal  process  for  acts  al- 
leged to  have  been  done  by  him  in  the  attack  on  the 
“Caroline,”  and  his  defence  or  ground  of  acquital 
must  be  the  same  in  both  cases.  And  this  strongly 
illustrates,  as  the  undersigned  conceives,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  foregoing  observations;  since  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  executive  government  cannot  inter- 
fere to  arrest  a civil  suit  between  private  parties  in 
any  stage  of  its  progress,  but  that  such  suit  must  go 
on  to  its  regular  judicial  termination.  If,  therefore, 
any  course  different  from  such  as  have  been  now 
mentioned  was  in  contemplation  of  her  majesty’s 
government,  something  would  seem  to  have  been 
expected  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States  as  little  comfortable  to  the  laws  and  usuages 
of  the  English  government  as  to  those  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  which  this  government  cannot  ac- 
cede. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  therefore, 
actin'*  upon  the  presumption  which  it  already  adopt- 
ed that  nothing  extraordinary  or  unusual  was  ex- 
pected or  requested  of  it,  decided,  on  the  reception 
of  Mr.  Fox’s  note,  to  take  such  measures  as  the  oc- 
casion and  its  own  duty  appeared  to  require. 

In  his  note  to  Mr.  Fox  of  the  26th  of  December 
last,  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States,  observes  that  “if  the  destruction  of 
the  ‘Caroline’  was  a public  act  of  persons  in  her 
majesty’s  service,  obeying  the  order  of  their  su- 
perior authorities,  this  fact  has  not  been  before 


made  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
by  a person  authorised  to  make  the  admission;  and 
it  will  be  for  the  court  which  has  taken  cognizance 
of  the  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged 
to  decide  upon  its  validity  when  legally  established 
before  it;”  and  adds,  “the  president  deems  this  to 
be  a proper  occasion  to  remind  the  government  of 
her  Britannic  majesty  that  the  case  of  the  ‘Caroline’ 
has  been  long  since  brought  to  the  attention  of  her 
majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  stale  for  foreign 
affairs,  who,  up  to  this  day,  has  not  communicated 
its  decision  thereupon.  It  is  hoped  that  the  govern- 
ment of  her  majesty  will  perceive  the  importance 
of  no  longer  leaving  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  uniformed  of  its  views  and  intentions  upon 
a subject  which  has  naturally  produced  much  exas- 
peration, and  which  has  led  to  such  grave  conse- 
quences.” 

The  communication  of  the  fact  that  the  destruc 
tion  of  the  “Caroline”  was  an  act  of  public  force 
by  the  British  authorities  being  formally  communi- 
cated to  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Fox’s  note,  the  case  assumes  a decided  aspect. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  entertains 
no  doubt  that,  after  this  avowal  of  the  transaction 
as  a public  transaction,  authorised  and  undertaken 
by  the  British  authorities,  individuals  concerned  in 
it  ought  not,  by  the  principles  of  public  law  and  the 
general  usage  of  civilized  states,  to  be  holden  person- 
ally responsible  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  law  for 
their  participation  in  it.  And  the  president  presumes 
that  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  say  that  the  Ame- 
rican people,  not  distrustful  of  their  ability  to  redress 
public  wrongs  by  public  means,  cannot  desire  the 
punishment  of  individuals  when  the  act  complained  of 
is  declared  to  have  been  an  act  of  the  government 
itself. 

Soon  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Fox’s  note,  an  instruc- 
tion was  given  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  from  this  department,  by  direction  of  the  pre- 
sident, which  fully  sets  forth  the  opinions  of  this  go- 
vernment on  the  subjects  of  Mr.  McLeod’s  impri- 
sonment, a copy  of  which  instruction  the  undersign- 
ed has  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose. 

The  indictment  against  McLeod  is  pending  in 
a state  court;  but  his  rights,  whatever  they  may 
be,  are  no  less  safe,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  than  if  he 
were  holden  to  answer  in  one  of  the  courts  of  this 
government. 

He  demands  immunity  from  personal  respon- 
sibility by  virtue  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  that 
law,  in  civilized  states,  is  to  be  respected  in  all 
courts.  None  is  either  so  high  or  so  low  as  to  escape 
from  its  authority  in  cases  to  which  its  rules  and 
principles  apply. 

This  department  has  been  regularly  informed,  by 
his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  state  of  N.  York, 
that  the  chief  justice  of  that  state  was  assigned  to 
preside  at  the  hearing  and  trial  of  McLeod’s  case, 
but  that,  owing  to  some  error  or  mistake  in  the  pro- 
cess of  summoning  the  jury,  the  hearing  was  neces- 
sarily deferred. 

The  president  regrets  this  occurence,  as  he  has  a 
desire  for  a speedy  disposition  of  the  subject.  The 
counsel  for  McLeod  have  requested  authentic  evi- 
dence of  his  avowal  by  the  British  government  of 
the  attack  or,,  and  destruction  of  the  “Caroline,”  as 
acts  done  under  their  authority,  and  such  evidence 
will  be  furnished  to  them  by  this  department. 

It  is  understood  that  the  indictment  has  been  re- 
moved into  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  by  the 
proper  proceedings  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  is 
now  competent  for  McLeod,  by  the  ordinary  process 
of  habeas  corpus,  to  bring  his  case  for  hearing  before 
that  tribunal. 

The  undersigned  hardly  needs  to  assure  Mr.  Fox 
that  a tribunal  so  eminently  distinguished  for  ability 
and  learning  as  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of 
New  York  may  be  safely  relied  upon  for  the  just 
and  impartial  administration  of  the  law  in  this  as 
well  as  in  other  cases;  and  the  undersigned  repeats 
the  expression  of  the  desire  of  this  government  that 
no  delay  may  be  suffered  to  take  place  in  these  pro- 
ceedings which  can  be  avoided.  Of  this  desire  Mr. 
Fox  will  see  evidence  in  the  instructions  above  re- 
ferred to. 

The  undersigned  has  now  to  signify  to  Mr.  Fox 
that  the  government  of  the  U.  States  has  not  changed 
the  opinion  which  it  has  heretofore  expressed  to  her 
majesty’s  government  of  the  character  of  the  act  of 
destroying  the  “Caroline.” 

It  does  not  think  that  the  transaction  can  be  jus- 
tified by  any  reasonable  application  or  construction 
of  the  right  of  self-defence,  under  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. It  is  admitted  that  a just  right  of  self-de- 
fence attaches  always  to  nations,  as  well  as  to  indi- 
viduals, and  is  equally  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  both.  But  the  extent  ot  this  right  is  a ques- 
tion to  be  judged  of  by  the  circumstance  of  each 
particular  case;  and  when  its  alledged  exercise  has 
led  to  the  commission  of  hostile  acts  within  the  ter- 


ritory of  a power  at  peace,  nothing  less  than  a clear 
and  absolute  necessity  can  afford  ground  of  justifi- 
cation. Not  having,  up  to  this  time  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  and  reasons,  at  length, 
which  have  led  her  majesty’s  government  to  think 
the  destruction  of  the  “Caroline”  justifiable  as  an  act 
of  self-defence,  the  undersigned,  earnestly  renew- 
ing the  remonstrance  of  this  government  against  the 
transaction,  abstains,  for  the  present,  from  any  ex- 
tended discussion  of  the  question.  But  it  is  deem- 
ed proper,  nevertheless,  not  to  omit  to  take  some 
notice  of  the  general  grounds  of  justification  stated 
by  her  majesty’s  government  in  their  instruction  to 
Mr.  Fox. 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  instructed  Mr. 
Fox  to  say  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  trans- 
action which  terminated  in  the  destruction  of  the 
“Caroline”  was  a justifiable  employment  of  force, 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  British  territory 
from  the  unprovoked  attack  of  a band  of  British 
rebels  and  American  pirates,  who,  having  been 
“permitted”  to  arm  and  organize  themselves  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  had  actually  in- 
vaded a portion  of  the  territory  of  her  majesty. 

The  president  cannot  suppose  that  her  majesty’s 
government  by  the  use  of  these  terms,  meant'  to  be 
understood  as  intimating  that  those  acts,  violating 
the  laws  of  Ihe  United  States,  and  disturbing  the 
peace  of  the  British  territories,  were  done  under  any 
degree  of  countenance  from  this  government  or  were 
regarded  by  it  with  indifference,  or  that,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  they  could  have  been  pre- 
vented by  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding.  Al- 
though he  regrets  that,  by  using  the  term  “permit- 
ted,” a possible  inference  of  that  kind  might  be  rais- 
ed, yet  such  an  inference  the  president  is  willing  to 
believe,  would  be  quite  unjust  to  the  intentions  of  the 
British  government. 

That  on  a line  of  frontier  such  as  separates  the 
United  States  from  her  Britannic  majesty’s  North 
American  provinces— a line  long  enough  to  divide 
the  whole  of  Europe  into  halves — irregularities,  vio- 
lences and  conflicts  should  sometimes  occur,  equal- 
ly against  the  will  of  both  governments,  is  certainly 
easily  to  be  supposed.  This  may  be  more  possible, 
perhaps,  in  regard  to  the  United  States,  without  any 
reproach  to  their  government,  since  their  institutions 
entirely  discourage  the  keeping  up  of  large  stand- 
ing armies  in  time  of  pea -e,  anil  their  situation  hap- 
pily exempts  them  from  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing such  expensive  and  dangerous  establishments. 
All  that  can  be  expected  from,  either  government  in 
these  cases  is  good  faith,  a sincere  desire  to  preserve 
peace  and  do  justice,  the  use  of  all  proper  means  of 
prevention,  and  that,  if  offences,  cannot,  neverthe- 
less, be  always  prevented,  the  offenders  shall  ‘fill 
be  justly  punished.  In  all  these  respects,  this  govern- 
ment acknowledges  no  delinquency  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  duties. 

Her  majesty’s  government  are  pleased,  also,  to 
speak  of  those  American  citizens  who  took  part 
with  persons  in  Canada,  engaged  in  an  insurrection 
against  the  British  government,  as  “American  pi- 
rates.” The  undersigned  does  not  admit  the  pro- 
priety or  justice  of  this  designation.  If  citizens  of 
the  United  States  fitted  out,  or  were  engaged  in  fif- 
ing out,  a military  expedition  from  the  United  States 
intended  to  act  against  the  British  government  in 
Canada,  they  were  clearly  violating  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  exposing  themselves  to  the  just  conse- 
quences which  must  be  inflicted  on  them  if  taken 
within  the  British  dominions.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  they  were,  certainly,  not  pirates,  nor  doesv 
the  undersigned  think  that  it  can  advance  the  pur- 
pose of  fair  and  friendly  discussion,  or  hasten  the 
accommodation  of  national  difficulties,  so  to  deno- 
minate them.  Their  offence,  whatever  it  was,  had 
no  analogy  to  cases  of  piracy.  Supposing  all  that 
is  alleged  against  them  to  be  true,  they  were  taking 
a part  in  what  they  regarded  as  a civil  war,  and  they 
were  taking  a part  on  the  side  of  Ihe  rebels.  Surely, 
England  herself  has  not  regarded  persons  thus  en- 
gaged as  deserving  the  appellation  which  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  bestows  on  these  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  quite  notorious  that  for  the  greatest  part  of 
the  last  two  centuries,  subjects  of  the  British  crown 
have  been  permitted  to  engage  in  foreign  wars,  both 
national  and  civil,  and  in  the  latter,  in  every  stage 
of  iheir  progress;  and  yet  it  has  not  been  imagined 
that  England  has  at  any  time  allowed  her  subjects 
to  turn  pirates.  Indeed,  in  our  own  times,  not  only 
have  individual  subjects  of  that  crown  gone  abroad 
to  engage  in  civil  wars,  but  we  have  seen  whole  re- 
giments openly  recruited,  embodied,  armed  and 
disciplined  in  England,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
aiding  a rebellion  against  a nation  with  which  Eng- 
land was  at  peace;  although  it  is  true  that,  subse- 
quently, an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  to  prevent 
transactions  so  nearly  approaching  to  public  war, 
without  iiscence  from  the  crown. 
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It  may  be  said  that  there  is  a difference  between 
the  case  of  a civil  war,  arising  from  a disputed  suc- 
cession, or  a protracted  revolt  of  a colony  against 
the  mother  country,  and  the  case  of  a fresh  outbreak, 
at  the  commencement  of  a rebellion.  The  under- 
signed does  not  deny  that  such  distinction  may,  for 
certain  purposes,  be  deemed  well  founded.  He  ad- 
mits that  a government,  called  upon  to  consider  its 
own  rights,  interests  and  duties,  when  civil  wars 
break  out  in  other  countries,  may  decide  on  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  particular  case,  upon  its  own 
existing  stipulations,  on  probable  results,  on  what 
its  own  security  requires,  and  on  many  other  consi- 
derations. It  may  be  already  bound  to  assist  one  par- 
ty, or  it  may  become  bound,  if  it  so  chooses,  to  assist 
the  other,  and  to  meet  the  consequences  of  such  as- 
sistance. 

But  whether  the  revolt  be  recent  or  long  continu- 
ed, they  who  join  those  concerned  in  it,  whatever 
may  be  their  offence  against  their  own  country,  or 
however  they  be  treated,  if  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  in  the  territory  of  the  government  against 
which  the  standard  of  revolt  is  raised,  cannot  be 
denominated  pirates  without  departing  from  all  or- 
dinary use  of  language  in  the  definition  of  offences. 
A cause  which  has  so  foul  an  origin  as  piracy  cannot, 
in  its  pi  ogress,  or  by  its  success,  obtain  a claim  to 
any  degree  ol  respectability  or  tolerance  among  na- 
tions; and  civil  wars,  therefore,  are  not  understood 
to  have  such  a commencement. 

It  is  well  known  to  Mr.  Fox  that  authorities  of 
the  highest  eminence  in  England,  living  and  dead, 
have  maintained  that  the  general  law  of  nations  does 
not  forbid  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  government 
from  taking  part  in  the  civil  commotions  of  another. 
There  is  some  reason,  indeed,  to  think  that  such 
may  be  the  opinion  of  her  majesty’s  government  at 
the  present  moment. 

The  undersigned  has  made  these  remarks  from 
the  conviction  that  it  is  important  to  regard  estab- 
lished distinctions,  and  to  view  the  acts  and  offences 
of  individuals  in  the  exactljrproper  light.  But  it  is 
not  to  be  interred  that  there  is,  on  the  part  of  this 
government,  any  purpose  of  extenuating,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  crimes  of  those  persons,  citi- 
zens ol  the  United  States,  who  have  joined  in  mili- 
tary expeditions  against  the  British  government  in 
Canada.  On  the  contrary,  the  president  directs  the 
undersigned  to  say  that  it  is  his  fixed  resolution  (hat 
all  such  disturbers  of  the  national  peace  and  vio- 
lators of  the  laws  of  their  country  shall  be  brought 
to  exemplary  punishment.  Nor  will  the  fact  tiiat 
they  are  instigated  and  led  on  to  these  excesses  by 
British  subjects,  refugees  from  the  provinces,  be 
deemed  any  excuse  or  paliation;  although  it  is  well 
worthy  of  being  remembered  that  the  prime  movers 
of  these  disturbances  on  the  borders  are  subjects 
of  the  queen,  who  come  within  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  seeking  to  inlist  the  sympathies  of 
their  citizens  by  all  Ihe  motives  which  they  are  able 
to  address  to  them,  on  account  of  grievances,  real 
or  imaginary.  Theie  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  design  of  any  hostile  movement  lioin  the  Unit- 
ed States  against  Canada  has  commenced  with  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  true  origin  of  such 
purposes  and  such  enterprises  is  on  the  other  side 
of  the  line.  But  the  president’s  resolution  to  pre- 
vent these  transgressions  of  the  laws,  is  not,  on  that 
account,  the  less  strong.  It  is  taken  not  only  in 
conformity  to  his  duty  under  the  provisions  of  ex- 
isting laws,  but  in  full  consonance  with  the  estab- 
lished principles  and  practice  of  this  government. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  has  not, 
from  the  first,  fallen  into  the  doubts  elsewhere  enter- 
tained, of  the  true  extent  of  the  duties  of  neutrality. 
It  has  held  that,  however  it  may  have  been  in  less 
enlightened  ages,  the  just  interpretation  of  the  mo- 
dern law  of  nations  is,  that  neutral  states  are  bound 
to  be  strictly  neutral;  and  that  it  is  a manifest  and 
gross  impropriety  lor  individuals  to  engage  in  the 
civil  conflicts  ol  other  states,  and  thus  be  at  war 
while  their  government  is  at  pea  ce.  War  and  peace 
are  high  national  relations,  which  can  properly  be 
established  or  changed  only  by  nations  themselves. 

The  United  Stales  have  thought,  also,  that  the 
salutary' doctrine  of  non  intervention  by  one  nation 
with  the  affairs  of  others,  is  liable  to  be  essentially 
impaired,  if,  while  government  refrains  from  in- 
terferance,  interference  is  still  allowed  to  its  sub- 
jects, individually  or  in  masses,  it  may  happen,  in- 
deed, that  persons  choose  to  leave  their  country, 
emigrate  to  othei  regions,  and  settle  themselves 
on  uncultivated  lands,  in  territories  belonging  to 
other  states.  This  cannot  be  prevented  by  govern- 
ments which  allow  the  emigration  of  their  subjects 
and  citizens;  and  such  persons  having  voluntarily 
abandoned  their  own  country,  have  no  longer  claim 
to  its  protection,  nor  is  it  responsible  for  their  acts. 
Such  cases,  therefore,  if  they  occur,  show  no  aban- 
donment of  the  duty  ol  neutrality. 


The  government  of  the  United  States  has  not 
considered  it  as  sufficient  to  confine  the  duties  ol 
neutrality  and  non  interference  #to  the  case  ol  go- 
vernments whose  territories  lie  adjacent  to  each 
other.  The  application  of  the  principle  may  be 
more  necessary  in  such  cases,  but  the  principle  it- 
self they  regard  as  being  the  same,  if  those  terri- 
tories be  divided  by  half  the  globe.  The  rule  is 
founded  in  the  impropriety  and  danger  of  allowing 
individuals  to  make  war  on  their  own  authority,  or, 
by  mingling  themselves  in  Ihe  belligerent  operations 
of  other  nations,  to  run  the  hazard  of  counteracting 
the  policy,  or  embroiling  the  relations  or  their  own 
government.  And  the  United  States  have  been  the 
first  among  civilized  nations  to  enforce  the  observ- 
ance of  this  just  rule  of  neutrality  and  peace,  by 
special  and  adequate  legal  enactments,  in  the  in- 
fancy of  this  government,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
European  wars  which  had  their  oiigin  in  the  French 
revolution,  congress  passed  laws  with  severe  penal- 
ties, for  preventing  Ihe  citizens  of  the  U.  States 
from  taking  part  in  those  hosilities. 

By  these  laws,  it  prescribed  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  what  it  understood  to  be  their  duty  as 
neutrals,  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  duty,  also, 
which  they  owed  to  the  interest  and  honor  ol  their 
own  country. 

At  a subsequent  period,  wdien  the  American  co- 
lonies of  an  European  power  look  up  arms  against 
their  sovereign,  congress  not  diverted  from  the  es- 
tablished system  of  the  government  by  any  tempora- 
ry considerations,  not  swerved  from  its  sense  of 
justice  and  of  duty  by  any  sympathies  which  it 
might  naturally  feel  for  one  of  the  parties,  did  not 
hesitate  also,  to  pass  acts  applicable  to  the  case  of 
colonial  insurrection  and  civil  war.  And  these  pro- 
visions of  law  have  been  continued,  revised,  amend- 
ed, and  are  in  full  force  at  the  present  moment. 
Nor  have  they  been  a dead  letter,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  exemplary  punishments  have  been  inflicted  on 
those  who  have  transgressed  them.  It  -is  known, 
indeed,  that  heavy  penalties  have  fallen  on  indivi- 
duals, citizens  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  this 
very  disturbance  in  Canada,  with  which  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Caroline  was  connected.  And  it  is  in 
Mr.  Fox’s  knowledge,  also,  that  the  act  of  congress 
of  March  10th,  183S.  was  passed  for  the  precise  pur- 
pose of  more  effectually  restraining  military  enter- 
prises from  the  United  States  in  the  British  pro- 
vinces, by  authorising  the  use  of  the  most  sure  and 
decisive  preventive  means.  The  undersigned  may 
add,  that  it  stands  on  the  admission  of  very  hjgh 
British  authority,  that  during  the  recent  Canadian 
troubles,  although  bodies  of  adventurers  appeared 
on  the  border,  making  it  necessary  for  the  people  of 
Canada  to  keep  themself  in  a state  prepared  for  self- 
defence,  yet  that  these  adventurers  were  acting  by  no 
means  in  accordance  with  the  feeling  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  American  people,  or  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States. 

This  government,  therefore,  not  only  holds  itself 
above  reproach  in  everything  respecting  the  pre- 
servation of  neutrality,  the  observance  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  non-intervention,  and  the  strictest  conformi- 
ty, in  these  respects,  to  the  rules  of  international 
law,  but  it  doubts  not  that  the  world  will  do  it  the 
justice  to  acknowledge  that  it  has  set  an  example  not 
unfit  to  be  followed  by  others,  and  that,  by  its  steady 
legislation  on  this  most  important  subject,  it  has 
done  something  to  promote  peace  and  good  neigh- 
borhood among  nations,  and  to  advance  the  civiliza- 
tion of  mankind. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  when  her  Britannic 
majesty’s  government  shall  present  the  grounds,  at 
length,  on  which  they  justify  the  local  authorities  of 
Canada  in  attacking  and  destroying  the  “Caroline,” 
they  will  consider  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
are  such  as  the  undersigned  has  now’  represented 
them,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  always  manifested  a sincere  disposition  to  see 
those  laws  effectually  and  impartially  administered. 
If  there  had  been  cases  in  which  individuals,  justly 
obnoxious  to  punishment,  have  escaped,  this  is  no 
more  than  happens  in  regard  to  other  laws. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  under  those  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  transaction,  itself,  it 
will  be  for  her  majesty’s  government  to  show  upon 
what  state  of  facts  and  what  rules  of  national  law 
the  destruction  of  the  “Caroline”  is  to  be  defended. 
It  will  be  for  that  goverrment  to  show  a necessity 
of  self-defence,  instant,  overwhelming,  leaving  no 
choice  of  means  and  no  moment  for  deliberation.  It 
will  be  for  it  to  show,  also,  that  the  local  authorities 
of  Canada,  even  supposing  the  necessity  of  the  mo- 
ment authorised  them  to  enter  the  territories  of  the 
U.  States  at  all,  did  nothing  unreasonable  or  exces- 
sive; since  the  act  justified  by  the  necessity  of  self- 
defence,  must  be  limited  by  that  necessity,  and  kept 
clearly  within  it.  It  must  be  shown  that  admoni- 
tion or  remonstrance  to  the  persons  on  board  the 


“Caroline”  was  impracticable,  or  would  have  been 
unavailing;  it  must  be  shown  that  day  light  could 
not  be  waited  for;  that  there  could  be  no  attempt 
at  discrimination  between  the  innocent  and  the 
guilty;  that  it  would  not  have  been  enough  to  seize 
and  detain  the  vessel;  but  that  there  was  a necessity, 
present  and  inevitable,  for  attacking  her,  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  while  moored  to  the  shore,  and 
while  unarmed  men  were  asleep  on  board,  killing 
some  and  wounding  others,  and  then  drawing  her 
into  the  current,  above  the  cataiact,  setting  her  on 
fire,  and,  careless  to  know  whether  there  might  not 
be  in  her  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  or  the  living 
with  the  dead,  coalmining  her  to  a fate  which  fills 
the  imagination  with  horror.  A necessity  for  all 
this  the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  be- 
lieve to  have  existed. 

All  will  see  that  if  such  things  be  allowed  to  oc- 
cur, they  might  lead  to  bloody  and  exasperated  war; 
and  when  an  individual  comes  into  the  United 
States  from  Canada,  and  to  the  very  place  on  which 
this  drama  was  perfoimed,  and  there  chooses  to 
make  public  and  vainglorious  boast  of  the  part  he 
acted  in  it,  it  is  hardly  wonderful  that  great  excite- 
ment should  be  created,  and  some  degree  of  commo- 
tion arise. 

This  republic  does  not  wish  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  world.  Its  object  is  peace,  its  policy 
peace.  It  seeks  no  aggrandizement  by  foreign  con- 
quest, because  it  knows  that  no  foreign  acquisition 
could  augment  its  power  and  importance  so  rapidly' 
as  they  are  already  advancing  by  its  own  natural 
growth  under  the  propitions  circumstances  of  its 
situation.  But  it  cannot  admit  that  its  government 
has  not  both  the  will  and  the  power  to  preserve  its 
own  neutrality,  and  to  enforce  the  observance  of  its 
own  laws  upon  its  own  citizens.  It  is  jealous  of  its 
rights,  and  among  others,  and  most  especially,  of  the 
right  of  the  absolute  immunity  of  its  territory  against 
aggression  from  abroad;  and  these  rights  it  is  the 
duty'  and  the  determination  of  this  government  fully 
and  at  all  times  to  maintain;  while  it  will,  at  the  same 
time,  as  scrupulously  refrain  trorn  infringing  on  the 
rights  of  others. 

The  president  instructs  the  undersigned  to  say, 
in  conclusion,  that  he  confidently  trusts  that  this 
and  all  other  questions  of  difference  between  the 
two  governments  will  be  treated  by  both  in  the  full 
exercise  of  such  a spirit  of  candor,  justice  and  mu- 
tual respect  as  shall  give  assurance  of  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  peace  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  assure  Mr.  Fox  of  his  high  consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Henry  S.  Fox,  esq.  §c.  fyc.  fy c. 

Copy  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Crittenden,  enclosed  in  the 
above. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  March  15,  1841. 

Sir:  Alexander  McLeod,  a Canadian  subject  of 
her  Britannic  majesty,  is  now  imprisoned  at  Lock- 
port,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  under  an  indict- 
ment for  murder,  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  him  in  the  attack  on  and  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  at  Schlosser,  in  that  state,  on 
the  night  of  the  29th  of  December,  1837;  and  his 
trial  is  expected  to  take  place  at  Lockport  on  the 
22d  instant. 

You  are  apprized  of  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  between  Mr.  Forsyth,  late  secretary  of 
state,  and  Mr.  Fox,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  minis- 
ter here,  on  this  subject,  in  December  last. 

In  his  note  to  Mr.  Fox  of  the  26lh  of  that  month, 
Mr.  Forsyth  says:  “If  the  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line was  a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s 
service,  obeying  the  order  of  their  superior  autho- 
rities, this  tact  has  not  been  before  communicated 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  a person 
authorised  to  make  the  admission,  and  it  will  be  for 
the  court  which  has  taken  cognizance  of  the  of- 
fence with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged  to  decide 
upon  its  validity  when  legally  established  before  it. 

“The  president  deems  this  to  be  a proper  occa- 
sion to  remind  the  government  of  her  Britannic  ma- 
jesty that  the  case  of  the  Caroline  has  been  long 
since  brought  to  the  attention  of  her  majesty’s  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  who,  up 
to  this  day,  has  not  communicated  its  decision 
thereupon.  It  is  hoped  that  the  government  of  her 
majesty  will  perceive  the  importance  of  no  longer 
leaving  the  government  of  the  United  States  unin- 
formed of  its  views  and  intentions  upon  a subject 
which  has  naturally  produced  much  exasperation 
and  which  has  led  to  such  grave  consequences.” 

I have  now  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Fox  has  ad- 
dressed a note  to  this  depaitment,  under  date  of  the 
12th  instant,  in  which,  under  the  immediate  in- 
struction and  direction  of  his  government,  he  de- 
mands, formally  and  officially,  McLeod’s  immediate 
release,  on  the  ground  that  the  transaction,  on  ac- 
count of  which  he  has  been  arrested  and  is  to  be 
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put  upon  his  trial,  was  of  a public  character,  plan- 
ned and  executed  by  the  persons  duly  empowered 
by  her  majesty’s  colonial  authorities  to  take  any 
steps,  and  do  any  acts,  whicli  might  be  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  her  majesty’s  territories,  and  for 
the  protection  of  her  majesty’s  subjects;  and  that 
consequently  those  subjects  ot  her  majesty  who  en- 
gaged in  that  transaction  were  performing  an  act  of 
public  dutv,  for  which  they  cannot  be  made  per- 
sonally and  individually  answerable  to  the  laws  and 
tribunals  of  any  foreign  country;  and  that  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  has  further  directed  Mr.  Fox 
to  make  known  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  her  majesty’s  government  entirely  ap- 

firove  of  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  the 
anguage  adopted  by  him  in  the  correspondence 
above  mentioned. 

There  is,  therefore,  now,  an  authentic  declaration 
on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  that  the  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline  was  an  act  of  public  force, 
done  by  military  men,  under  the  orders  of  their  su- 
periors, and  is  recognised  as  such  by  the  queen’s 
government.  The  importance  of  this  declaration  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  and  the  president  is  of  opinion 
that  it  calls  upon  him  for  the  performance  of  a high 
duty.  That  an  individual  forming  part  of  a public 
force,  and  acting  under  the  authority  of  his  govern- 
ment, is  not  to  be  held  answerable,  as  a private 
trespasser  or  malefactor,  is  a principle  of  public 
law  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of  all  civilized  na- 
tions, and  which  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
has  no  inclination  to  dispute.  This  has  no  connex- 
ion whatever  with  the  question  whether,  in  this 
case,  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  was,  as  the  British 
government  think  it,  a justifiable  employment  of 
force  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  British  terri- 
tory from  unproved  attack,  or  whether  it  was  a most 
unjustifiable  invasion  in  time  of  peace  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  as  this  government  has 
regarded  it.  The  two  questions  are  essentially  dif- 
ferent; and,  while  acknowledging  that  an  individual 
may  claim  immunity  from  the  consequences  of  acts 
done  by  him,  by  showing  that  he  acted  under  na- 
tional authority,  this  government  is  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  changing  the  opinions  which  it  has 
heretofore  expressed  in  rpgard  to  the  real  nature  of 
the  transaction  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline.  That  subject,  it  is  not  necessary,  for 
any  purpose  connected  with  this  communication,  to 
discuss.  The  views  of  the  government  In  relation 
to  it  are  known  to  that  of  England;  and  we  are  ex- 
pecting the  answer  of  that  government  to  the  com- 
munication which  has  been  made  to  it. 

All  that  is  intended  to  be  said,  at  present,  is  that, 
since  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  is  avowed  as  a na- 
tional act  which  may  justify  reprisals,  or  even  general 
war,  if  the  government  of  the  U.  States,  in  the  judg- 
ment which  it  shall  form  of  the  transaction,  and  of 
its  own  duty,  should  see  fit  so  to  decide,  yet  that  it 
raises  a question  entirely  public  and  political,  a 
question  between  independent  nations,  and  that  indi- 
viduals concerned  in  it  cannot  be  arrested  and  tried 
before  the  ordinary  tribunals,  as  for  the  violation  of 
municipal  law'.  If  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  was 
unjustifiable,  as  this  government  has  asserted,  the 
law  which  has  been  violated  is  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  redress  which  is  to  be  sought,  is  the  redress 
authorised  in  such  cases  by  the  provisions  of  that 
code. 

You  are  well  aware  that  the  president  has  no 
power  to  arrest  the  proceeding  in  the  civil  and  cri- 
minal courts  of  the  state  of  Mew  York.  If  this  in- 
dictment were  pending  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  I am  directed  to  say  that  the  presi- 
dent, upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Fox’s  last  communi- 
cation, would  have  immediately  directed  a nolle 
prosequi  to  be  entered. 

Whether,  in  this  case,  the  governor  of  N.  York 
have  that  power,  or,  if  he  have,  whether  he  would 
feel  it  his  duty  to  exercise  it,  are  points  upon  which 
we  are  not  informed. 

It  is  understood  that  McLeod  is  holden  also  on 
civil  process,  sued  out  against  him  by  the  owner  of 
the  Caroline.  We  suppose  it  very  clear  that  the 
executive  of  the  state  cannot  interfere  with  such  a 
process;  and,  indeed,  if  such  process  were  pending 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  president 
could  not  arrest  it.  In  such,  and  many  analogous 
cases,  the  party  prosecuted  or  sued,  mustavail  him- 
self of  his  exemption  or  defence  by  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, either  in  the  court  into  which  he  is  call- 
ed, or  in  some  other  court.  But  whether  the  pro- 
cess be  criminal  or  civil,  the  fact  of  having  acted 
under  public  authority,  and  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
ders of  lawful  superiors,  must  be  regarded  as  a valid 
defence,  otherwise  individuals  would  be  holden  re- 
sponsible for  injuries  resulting  from  the  acts  of  go- 
vernment. and  even  from  the  operations  of  public 
war. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  this  in- 
struction for  the  use  of  the  executive  of  N.  York 


and  the  attorney  general  oT  that  state.  You  will 
carry  with  you,  also,  authentic  evidence  of  the  re- 
cognition by  the  British  government  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Caroline  as  an  act  of  public  force  done 
by  national  authority. 

The  president  is  impressed  with  the  propriety  of 
transferring  the  trial  Irom  the  scene  of  the  princi- 
pal excitement  to  some  other  and  distant  county. 
You  will  take  care  that  this  be  suggested  to  the 
prisoner’s  counsel.  The  president  is  gratified  to 
learn  that  the  governor  of  New  York  has  already 
directed  that  the  trial  take  place  before  the  chief 
justice  of  the  state. 

Having  consulted  with  the  governor,  you  will 
proceed  to  Lockport,  or  wherever  else  the  trial  be 
holden,  and  furnish  the  prisoner’s  counsel  with  the 
evidence  ol  which  you  will  be  in  possession  mate- 
rial to  his  defence.  You  will  see  that  he  have  skil- 
ful and  eminent  counsel,  if  such  be  not  already  re- 
tained; and,  although  you  are  not  desired  to  act  as 
counsel  yourself,  you  will  cause  it  to  be  signified  to 
to  him,  and  to  the  gentleman  who  may  conduct  his 
defence,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  this  government  that, 
in  case  his  defence  be  overruled  by  the  court  in 
which  he  shall  be  tried,  proper  steps  be  taken  im- 
mediately for  removing  the  cause,  by  writ  of  error, 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  States. 

The  president  hopes  you  will  use  such  despatch 
as  to  make  your  arrival  at  the  place  of  trial  sure 
before  the  trial  comes  on;  and  he  trusts  you  will 
keep  him  informed  of  whatever  occurs  by  means  of 
a correspondence  through  this  department.  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTEIl. 

Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  attorney  gen.  of  the  TJ.  S. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
ON  THE  FINANCES,  &C. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  “supplementary  to 
the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,”  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  respectfully  submits  the 
following  report: 

1.  Of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1840 
were  as  follows: 

The  available  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  (exclu- 
sive of  the  amount  deposited  with 
,the  states,  trust  funds, and  indemni- 
ties, and  the  amount  due  from  banks 
which  failed  in  1837),  was,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  books  of  the  register 
of  the  treasury  $3,663,083  60 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  1840  were,  from 
Customs  $13,499,502  17 

Lands  3,292,285  58 

Bonds  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  1,774,513  80 

Miscellaneous  and  in- 
cidental sources  283,253  23 

Banks  which  failed  in 


1837 

Treasury  notes  issued 


748.629  55 
5,589,547  51 

25,187,736  84 


Making  $28,850,820  44 

The  expenditures  in  the  same  year 
were,  for — 

Civil  list,  foreign  inter- 
course and  miscella- 
neous $5,492,030  98 

Military  depaitment  10,866,236  45 

Naval  department  6,031,088  88 

Public  debt  11,982  77 

Add  outstanding  war- 
rants issued  prior  to 
1st  January,  1841  1,416,334  28 

Treasury  notes  redeem- 
ed, including  interest  4,045,802  05 

27,863,475  41 


Leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury  on 

the  1st  of  January,  1841,  of  987,345  03 

The  receipts  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary to  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  were — 

(say) 

From  customs  *1,974,836  46 

Lands  386,148  56 

Miscellaneous  and  inci- 
dental sources  31,349  65 

Banks  which  failed  in 

1837  18,000  00 

Treasury  notes  issued 
per  act  of  31st  March, 

1840  1,110,611  08 

Treasury  notes  issued 
under  act  of  15th  of 
February,  1841  673,681  32 


Bond  of  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States  17,913  00 

4.212,540  07 


Making,  with  the  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury, January  1,1841  5,199,8S5  10 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period 
were — 

Civil  list,  miscellaneous 

& foreign  intercourse  $943,517  14 
Military  department  2,273,097  11 
Naval  department  759,349  60 

Public  debt  3,612  70 

Treasury  notes  redeem- 
ed, including  interest  *647,590  09 

4,627,166  64 


Leaving  the  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1841  572,718  46 

The  balances  of  appropriations  outstanding  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  were — (Statement  A) 

Civil,  foreign  intercourse  and  miscel- 
laneous $5,237,234  28 

Military  .....  15,991,895  15 

Naval 6.910,268  69 

Public  debt 6.387  30 

Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1841,  and  outstanding 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1841  3,873,220  00 

Do.  issued  under  the  act  of  1840,  from 
1st  January  to  the  41  h of  March, 

1841,  which  may,  and  most  ot  which 
probably  will,  be  presented  in  pay- 
ment ol  public  dues  during  the  year 
1841  1,110,611  08 

Interest  estimated  at  about  300,000  00 


Making  in  the  aggregate  $33,429,616  50 


Of  this  there  will  be  required  for  the 

services  of  the  current  year  24,210,000  00 

Additional  appropriations  required 
by  the  war  department  for  the  year 
1841,  viz: 

Fortifications  and  works 

ol  defence  $1,435,500  00 

For  armaments  of  forti- 
cations  and  ordnance 
stores  220,000  00 

For  payment  of  arreara- 
ges &l  current  expen- 
ses, and  taking  care  of 
public  property  on 
roads,  harbors,  rivers, 

&c.  40,199  12 


For  arrearages  for  pre- 
venting and  suppres- 
sing Indian  hostilities  825,637  86 

2,521,336  98 


Making  26,731,336  98 

The  actual  and  estimated  means 
under  the  existing  laws  to  meet  these 
demands  are,  viz: 

The  available  balance  in 
the  treasury  on  the  4th 
March,  1841, — (See 
statement  B)  646,803  12 

Treasury  notes  authoris- 
ed under  the  act  of 
1840,  issued  after  the 
3d  of  March,  1841  413,592  72 

Treasury  notes  autho- 
rised by  the  act  of 
1841  to  be  issued  af- 
ter the  4th  of  March, 

1841  5,000,000  00 

Receipts  from  customs 

estimated  at  12,000,000  00 

Receipts  from  public 

lands  2,500,000  00 

Miscellaneous  sources  170,000  00 

—20,730,395  84 


Leaving  unprovided  for, of  the  demand 

for  the  present  year,  the  sum  of  6,000,941  14 
There  will  also  be  receivable  for 
public  dues  in  the  present  year,  or  pay- 
able in  1842,  treasury  notes  the  issues 
of  the  present  year,  viz: 

Issued  under  the  act  of 
1841,  prior  to  the  4th 
ol  March  $673,681  32 

Do.  do.  1840,  after  the 

3d  of  March  413,592  72 

*This  item,  and  the  item  of  expenditure  for  the  pay- 
ment of  treasury  notes  from  the  1st  of  January  to  4th 
of  March,  1841,  include  about  8500,000  of  treasury 
notes  which  were  received  at  the  department  on  ac- 
count of  customs  during  that  period,  but  for  which  the 
warrants  were  not  issued  until  a subsequent  period. 
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Do.  do.  1841,  to  be  is- 
sued alter  the  4th  of 
March,  and  included 
in  the  estimate  of 
ways  and  means  5,000,000  00 

6,087,274  04 


Making  an  aggregate  of  debt  and  de- 
ficit, to  be  provided  for  in  this  and 
the  ensuing  year,  of  12,088,215  18 

This  estimate  is  founded  on  the  as- 
sumption that  all  the  moneys  in  the 
public  depositories  can  be  at  once 
made  available,  and  that  any  and  all 
of  the  demands  upon  the  treasury 
can  be  satisfied,  so  long  as  money 
to  a sufficient  amount  remains  in 
any  or  all  the  depositories.  But 
that  is  by  no  means  the  case;  while 
the  power  to  issue  treasury  notes  ex- 
ists, there  should  be  at  all  times, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  ireasury, 
a sum  equal  to  $1,000,000  in  the 
various  depositories  subject  to  dratt. 

When  that  power  is  expended,  the 
sum  should  be  increased  to  not  less 
than  4,000,000  00 


Which  sum,  addpd  to  the  above,  makes 

the  estimated  deficit  $16,088,215  18 

But  the  undersigned  feels  it  his  duly  to  call  the 
attention  of  congress  to  the  more  immediate  de- 
mands of  the  public  service,  and  the  means  by  which 
those  demands  are  to  be  supplied. 

The  sums  which  will  be  required  from  the  1st  of 
June  to  the  31st  of  August  next  are  estimated  as 
follows,  viz: 

For  the  payment  of  treasury  notes 
which  will  fall  due  within  that  time, 
and  the  interest  thereon,  about  $2,756,900  00 

Balance  for  taking  the  6th  census  294, 000  00 

For  the  civil  list,  miscellaneous  and 

foreign  intercourse  1,309,308  37 

Military  service  . . . 4,591,098  00 

Naval  do 1,844,000  00 

Public  debt  ....  6,387  00 

Expenses  of  the  extra  session  of  con- 
gress 350,000  00 

Making  about  11,151,693  37 

The  ways  and  means  in  the  power 
of  the  treasury,  and  which  will  pro- 
bably accrue  under  existing  laws, 
are  as  follows: 

1.  Funds  in  the  treasury 

(as  per  statement  C)  $644,361  16 

2.  Treasury  notes  autho- 
rised by  the  act  of  15th 

ol  February,  1841  1,505,943  91 

3.  Estimated  receipts 

from  the  customs  3,000,000  00 
Do.  do.  the  lands  700,000  00 
Do.  do.  miscella- 
neous sources  50,000  00 


Making  5,900,305  07 

And  leaving  a deficit  of  5,251,388  30 

To  which  add  the  sum  recommended 
to  be  kept  in  the  Ireasury  to  meet 
any  emergencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, viz:  4,000,000  00 


Making  an  aggregate  of  9,251,388  30 

In  another  part  of  this  paper  the  view  s ol  the  de- 
partment as  to  the  mode  of  providing  for  the  above 
deficit,  together  with  the  residue  of  the  existing 
public  debt,  will  be  presented. 

From  the  year  1816  to  1837,  a period 
of  twenty-one  years,  the  revenues 
constantly  exceed  the  expenditures. 

The  average  annual  surplus  during 
that  time  was  $11,464,226  87,  fs-.-e 
tables  1 and  2),  making  an  aggre- 
gate excess  of  $240,748,764  27. — 

Of  this  there  was  applied  to  the 
extinction  of  the  national  debt 
$208,792,127  44,  and  there  was 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  June,  1836,  deposited 
with  the  states  $28,101,644  91,  and 
there  remained  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1837,  in  the  treasury  of  the  U. 

States,  including  the  fourth  instal- 
ment due  to  the  states,  a surplus 
of  17,109,473  26 

There  were,  also,  outstanding  debts 
due  and  falling  due  to  the  treasury, 
arising  from  other  sources  than  those 
of  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  which 
were  paid  between  the  1st  of  Janu- 


ary, 1837,  arid  4th  of  March,  1841, 
the  amount  of  (see  statement  D)  9,124,747  00 
There  were,  also,  issued  within  that 
period,  and  outstanding  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1841,  treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  5,648,512  40 


Making  the  aggregate  available  means 
which  were  in  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1837,  and  which 
came  into  it  prior  to  the  4th  of 
March,  1841,  over  and  above  the 
current  revenue  31,882,732  66 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  (less 
the  trust  funds)  remaining  in  the 
treasury  on  the  4th  of  March,  1841  572,718  46 

And  there  appears  an  excess  of  expen- 
diture over  the  current  revenue  of  $31,310,014  20 
It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  entries  on  the 
books  of  the  register  of  the  treasury  do  not  always 
show  the  true  dales  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures. An  item  involved  in  the  above  statement 
(table  D)  will  serve  to  illustrate  this  fact.  The 
sum  of  $512,136  47  was,  on  the  2nd  and  31st  of 
October,  1840,  paid  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  its  last  bond  to  William  Armstrong,  su- 
perintendent at  Fort  Gibson,  by  order  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war.  Though  this  sum  was  in  fact  received 
and  expended  on  those  days.it  did  not  find  its  way 
into  the  office  of  the  register  until  the  4th  of  March 
1841,  on  which  day  it  appears  on  his  books  both  as 
a receipt  and  an  expenditure. 

Thus  and  to  this  extent,  wilhin  the  last  four  years, 
were  the  expenditures  pushed  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  revenue.  They  were  made  to  absorb  the 
surplus  in  the  treasury  and  the  outstanding  debts 
due  to  the  United  States,  so  that  the  treasury  was, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  exhausted  of  its  means 
and  subject  to  heavy  and  immediate  liabilities.  It 
was  already  burdened  with  a debt  incurred  in  time 
of  peace,  and  without  any  adequate  resources  ex- 
cept the  authority  granted  by  law  to  augment  that 
debt. 

As  yet  no  provision  has  been  made  to  reduce 
this  debt  or  to  check  its  constant  and  rapid  increase. 
We  find  it,  therefore,  as  far  as  past  legislation  and 
financial  arrangement  characterizes  it,  a permanent 
and  increasing  national  debt.  The  temporary  ex- 
pedients by  which  it  has  been  sustained  do  not  at 
all  vary  its  essential  character. 

The  attention  of  congress  is  respectfully  invited 
to  the  necessity  of  early  and  effectual  measures  to 
prevent  its  furtheraugmentation.  The  obvious  re- 
medy is  to  increase  the  revenue  as  far  as  may  be 
without  unreasonably  burdening  commerce,  and  to 
reduce  the  expendituies  within  the  limits  of  strict 
economy. 

But  as  it  may  not  comport  with  the  views  of  con- 
gress to  go  into  a revision  and  adjustment  of  the 
customs  so  long  before  the  act  of  March  2,  1S33, 
comes  to  have  its  final  and  permanent  operalion, 
the  undersigned  would  respectfully  recommend,  as 
a temporary  measure,  the  levy  of  a duty  of  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  articles  which  are  now  free 
of  duty,  or  which  pay  a less  duty  than  20  per  cent, 
except  gold  and  silver,  and  the  articles  specifically 
enumerated  in  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  March 
2d,  1833. 

If  this  measure  be  adopted,  it  is  estimated  that 
there  will  be  received  into  the  treasury  from  cus- 
toms, in  the  last  quarter  of  the  present  year,  about 

5.300.000  dollars;  in  all  of  the  year  1842,  about 

22.500.000  dollars;  and  in  the  year  1843,  after  the 
final  duction  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1S33,  about 

20.800.000  dollars.  The  details  of  this  estimate 
will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  paper,  marked 
E,  and  enclosures. 

It  is  believed  that,  after  the  heavy  expenditures 
required  for  the  public  service  in  the  present  year 
shall  have  been  provided  for,  the  revenues  which 
w ill  accrue  from  that,  or  a nearly  proximate  rate  of 
duty,  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  go- 
vernment, and  leave  asurplus  to  be  annually  applied 
to  the  gradual  payment  of  the  national  debt,  leaving 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  be  disposed  of 
as  congress  shall  think  fit. 

The  general  principles  on  which  the  final  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  is  to  rest  are  perhaps  simple  and 
easy  to  be  apprehended,  but  the  work  of  revision 
itself,  in  its  adaptation  and  detail,  must  be  a work 
of  time.  It  should  be  done  on  calm  reflection  and 
careful  deliberation,  with  a view  to  reconcile,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  conflicting  opinions,  and  to  pro- 
mote  all  the  various  interests  of  the  whole  people 
of  these  United  Slates.  And  it  may  be  important, 
in  that  adjustment,  not  only  to  reciprocate  on  fair 
and  equal  principles,  and  in  a liberal  spirit,  the 
concessions  which  may  be  accorded  to  our  com- 
merce by  foreign  nations,  but  also  to  do  justice  to 
our  own  citizens  by  meeting  in  a like  equal  spirit 


any  heavy  exactions  or  prohibitions  which  foreign 
nations  may  think  fit  to  impose  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  our  staph-  pmductions. 

Some  legal  provisions  are  also  required  to  correct 
inequalities  between  the  duties  upon  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses, and  the  drawbacks  upon  refined  sugar  and 
rum,  manufactured  or  distilled  from  foreign  mate- 
rials. The  relation  between  the  duty  and  the  draw- 
back was  adjusted  by  the  acts  of  January  21st,  1829, 
and  May  29lh,  1S30,  sitice  which  time  the  duties 
have  been  diminished,  while  the  draw  backs  remain 
the  same.  And  a provision  of  law  declaring  that 
all  non-enumerated  articles  which  bear  a similitude 
to  any  enumerated  aiticje  chargeable  with  duty 
shall  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  with  the  article 
which  it  most  resembles,  would  save  a large  sum 
annually  to  the  revenue,  and  prevent  much  an- 
noyance and  litigation  between  the  importer  and  the 
officers  charged  with  the  collection  of  the  customs. 

Of  the  ■public  debt. 

But  it  is  not  expected  that  any  modification  of 
the  revenue  laws  will  he  operative  to  supply  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  treasury,  and  to  pay  the 
debts  which  fall  due  in  the  present  and  in  the  ensu- 
ing year.  A further  loan  is  necessary  to  effect 
these  objects,  and  the  only  questions  that  can  arise 
are  as  to  the  mode  of  procuring  the  lean,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  securities,  and  the  assumed  duration 
of  the  debt. 

It  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  be 
unwise  to  charge  upon  the  commerce  or  the ’re- 
sources of  the  country,  in  any  form  the  burden  of 
paying  at  once,  or  at  all  hastily,  ttie  national  debt. 
Before  that  is  done,  measures  of  restoration  and  re- 
lief are  required.  The  currency  of  the  country' 
should  be  restored,  arid  commerce  and  industry  re- 
lieved from  their  present  state  of  embarrassment 
arid  depression,  and  a benign  and  liberal  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  general  government  should  call  forth 
once  more  the  hardy  industry  and  active  enterprise 
of  our  people,  and  the  vast  resources  of  our  coun- 
try. 

If  we  assume  the  period  of  from  five  to  eight 
years  as  that  in  which  this  debt  can  be  paid  without 
inconvenience  and  embarrassment — and  the  time 
appears  to  be  short  enough — we  have  one  of  the 
most  essential  elements  on  w hich  to  form  our  judg- 
ment as  to  the  best  and  most  convenient  mode  in 
which  the  loan  can  be  kept  up,  and  the  credit  of 
the  government  sustained. 

In  the  inception  and  during  the  progressive  in- 
crease of  a national  debt,  the  issues  of  treasury 
notes,  though  dangerous  and  delusive,  have  yet 
their  advantages.  They  need  not  be  issued  faster 
than  the  actual  wants  of  the  treasury  require;  and 
the  power  to  issue  any  given  sum  is,  for  all  effec- 
tive purposes  of  immediate  expenditure,  a fund  in 
the  treasury  available  to  that  amount.  But,  w hen 
the  debt  has  acquired  its  maximum  and  ceases  to 
accumulate,  or  when  it  becomes  larger  than  the 
amount  necessary  to  be  kept  on  hand  to  meet  the 
current  wants  of  ttie  treasury,  these  advantages 
disappear.  This  mode  of  loan  then  becomes  to  the 
government  what  the  sale  in  market  of  new  promis- 
sory notes,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  take 
up  old  promissory  notes,  is  to  an  individual.  It  is 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to  take  up  other  treasury' 
notes  year  after  year  in  succession;  and,  under  those 
circumstances,  it  is  inconvenient  and  expensive. 

But  the  raising  of  money  by  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes  is  objectionable,  because  it  is  deceptive;  by 
this  means  a heavy  debt  may  be  raised  and  fastened 
permanently  upon  the  country,  the  amount  of  new 
issues  being  involved  with  the  payment  of  the  old; 
while  the  people,  and  even  those  who  administer 
the  finances,  may  not  be  impressed  with  the  im- 
portant fact  that  a national  debt  is  created  or  in 
the  process  of  creation. 

Therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
when  a national  debt  does  exist,  and  must  continue 
for  a time,  it  is  better  that  it  should  be  made  a 
fundeddebt,  according  to  our  ancient  financial  usage. 
It  is  then  sheltered  by  no  cover,  and  is  the  subject 
of  no  delusion.  It  is  open,  palpable,  true;  the  eyes 
of  the  country  will  be  upon  it,  and  will  be  able  at  a 
glance  to  mark  its  reduction  or  its  increase;  and  it 
is  believed  that  a loan  for  the  requisite  amount, 
having  eight  years  to  run,  but  redeemable  at  the’ 
will  of  the  government,  on  six  months’  notice, 
could  be  negotiated  at  a much  less  rate  of  interest 
than  treasury  notes.  Much  exppnse  would  also  be 
saved  in  dispensing  with  the  machinery  of  the  issue 
and  payment  and  cancelling  of  treasury  notes. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that  a 
sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  at  present  existing, 
and  such  as  will  necessarily  accrue  in  this  and  the 
ensuing  year,  be  raised  on  loan  for  the  time,  and 
on  the  condition  above  suggested. 

On  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys. 

The  undersigned  would  also  respectfully  invite 
the  attention  of  congress  to  the  present  mode  of 
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keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys;  and  also 
to  tlie  subject  of  the  creation  or  employment  of  a 
fiscal  agent  to  be  charged  with  the  performance  ot 
these  and  other  duties.  The  subject  is  one  of 
great  importance,  both  to  the  government  and  the 
co  nmuniry.  Such  agent  or  depository  ought  to 
unite,  in  the  highest  practicable  degree,  the  safety 
of  the  public  funds,  and  convenience  and  economy 
in  their  administration;  and  it  should,  if  possible, 
be  so  selected  or  framed  a3  to  exert  a salutary  in- 
fluence over  the  business  and  currency  of  the 
country. 

The'mode  of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public 
money,  provided  by  the  act  of  July  4,  1840,  will 
be  found,  on  comparison  with  that  heretofore  chief- 
ly used  by  the  government,  eminently  deficient  in 
all  these  essential  requisites.  The  financial  histo- 
ry of  the  United  States,  especially  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  furnishes  abundant  proof  that  the  pub- 
lic money  is  unsafe  in  the  custody  of  individuals, 
and  that  their  official  bonds  are  no  sufficient  securi- 
ty for  its  safe-keeping  and  faithful  application. — 
Within  the  period  above  named  many  receiving  of- 
ficers connected  with  the  treasury  department  have 
become  defaulters  to  the  government.  The  aggre- 
gate loss  from  that  cause  within  that  period,  as 
shown  by  the  books  of  the  department,  amounts  to 
$2,620,500,  but  a small  part  of  which  will  probably 
be  recovered  from  their  bonds.  It  is  true  that,  in 
any  system  which  can  be  adopted,  some  part  of  the 
public  money  must,  in  the  process  of  collection, 
pass  through  the  hands  of  individuals,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  their  defalcations;  but  the  act  of  July  4, 
1840,  extends  and  continues  the  risk  beyond  the 
period  ol  collection,  and  it  subjects  large  masses, 
which,  in  the  fluctuations  of  commerce,  sometimes 
accumulate,  to  the  same  dangerous  custody. 

Not  only  is  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  in- 
dividuals more  exposed  to  loss  from  ordinary  de- 
falcations than  when  deposited  in  a well-regulated 
bank;  but  the  government  is  also  liable  to  the  risks 
of  fire,  robbery,  and  other  casualties,  occurring 
either  in  deposite  or  transmission,  from  which  it  is 
entirely  protected  when  a well-regulated  bank  is 
the  depository  and  the  fiscal  agent. 

The  present  system  is  also,  in  many  rpspects, 
cumbrous  and  inconveient.  Its  tendency  is  to 
centre  the  disbursements  of  the  public  moneys  at 
some  of  the  eastesn  cities,  chiefly  at  New  York. — 
That  being  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  the 
United  Slates,  is  the  point  at  which  funds  are  the 
most  valuable,  and,  therefore,  the  most  sought; 
lienee  those  who  are  entitled  to  payments  out  of 
the  public  treasury  claim  them  there.  It  is  true 
there  is  a general  discretion  in  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment to  refuse  or  grant  the  favor  of  such  pay- 
ments according  to  its  convenience;  but  when  the 
currency  is  deranged,  and  the  premium  on  ex- 
changes is  high,  this  discretion  involves  discrimi- 
nation to  a large  amount  among  creditors  equally 
entitled.  It  then  becomes  a dangerous  discretion, 
and  one  that  ought  not  to  exist.  But,  under  the 
present  system,  it  cannot  be  avoided,  save  in  a few 
cases,  without  discharging  every  public  liability  at 
the  most  favored  point.  This  would  at  once  centre 
all  the  disbursements  at  a few  of  the  eastern  cities, 
and  involve  the  treasury  in  the  risk  and  expense  of 
transporting  the  public  funds  from  the  various 
points  of  collection  to  the  places  of  disbursement. 

An  item  of  less  importance,  bul  still  worthy  of 
consideration,  iri  settling  on  a permanent  ami  eco- 
nomical arrangement,  is  the  direct  expense  of  the 
present  system,  including  the  cost  of  buildings  for 
the  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  and  their  clerks  who  receive  and  dis- 
burse it.  No  portion  of  this  risk,  inconvenience, 
or  expense  need  to  be  incurred  where  a well-regu- 
lated bank  is  made  the  fiscal  agent. 

But  the  present  system  is  also,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned,  injurious  to  the  business  and  cur- 
rency ol  the  country.  Instead  of  permitting  the 
credit  arid  the  finances  of  the  government  to  lend 
their  indirect  but  efficient  aid  in  sustaining  the  cre- 
dit and  regulating  the  currency  of  the  country,  it 
brings  into  direct  hostility  those  important  interests. 
In  the  progress  of  the  system  a sufficient  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury 
must  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  and  locked  up 
in  vaulls,  leaving  no  representative  to  supplv  its 
place  in  the  general  circulation. 

A large  amount,  also,  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
pay  to  or  receive  from  the  treasury,  is  equally  with- 
drawn  from  general  circulation,  and  made  to  flow 
through  those  channels  alone  which  lead  into  and 
out  of  the  public  coffers.  The  other  avenues  of 
commerce  and  intercourse  are  thus  deprived  of 
their  proportion  of  the  precious  metals. 

Within  the  fifty-two  years  during  whicli  our 
constitutional  government  has  existed,  we  have 
had,  for  two  periods  of  twenty  years  each,  a bank 


chartered  by  congress  as  a depository  of  the  public 
moneys  and  as  a fiscal  agent.  We  have  bad,  also, 

.4  two  intervals,  amounting  to  about  nine  years, 
state  banks  employed  tor  like  purposes;  and,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  time,  the  funds  of  the  govern- 
ment have  been  kept  and  the  finances  administered 
partly  by  banks  and  partly  by  individual  officers 
and  agents  The  losses  sustained  by  state  banks, 
as  depositories,  during  the  first  period  of  their  em- 
ployment, extending  from  1811  to  1816,  agreeably 
to  a statement  prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  1833,  and  revised  and  republished  in  1837, 
were  $1,000,676.  In  the  latter  period,  from  1833 
to  1837,  though  no  actual  loss  is  believed  to  have 
occurred,  yet  the  treasury  and  the  country  suffered 
inconvenience  and  embarrassment  from  the  fiscal 
arrangements  with  those  numerous  and  disconnect- 
ed institutions.  But,  during  the  forty  years  that 
the  two  banks  of  the  United  States  were  the  depo- 
sitories of  the  public  money  and  the  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government,  no  loss  whatever  was  sustained, 
nor  any  delay  or  any  expense  incurred  in  transmit- 
ting or  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  so  far  as  the 
agency  of  those  institutions  extended.  Then,  as 
regards  the  wants  of  the  treasury  merely,  the  safe- 
ty of  the  public  funds,  and  economy  in  their  admi- 
nistration, experience  has  demonstrated  the  supe- 
rior utility  of  a bank  constituted  and  adopted  by 
congress  as  a fiscal  agent.  It  has  also  proved  to  us 
that  the  active  business  of  the  country,  its  curren- 
cy, its  credit,  its  industry,  and  its  commerce,  are 
intimately  connected  with  and  dependent  upon  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  general  government. 
If  they  be  wise  and  beneficent,  they  indirectly,  but 
efficiently  promote  those  great  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple; if  constant  and  uniform  in  their  action,  they 
give  to  those  interests  confidence  ami  stability. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  public  deposities  from  the 
Bunk  of  the  U.  States,  in  1833,  the  government  has 
had  no  permanent  fiscal  agent  and  no  definite  finan- 
cial sjstem.  All  lias  been  experiment,  transfer  arid 
change.  The  business  of  the  country  has  yielded 
to  the  unsteady  impulse,  and  moved  forward  with 
wild  irregularity ; at  one  time  stimulated  to  excessive 
action,  at  another  sunk  into  lethargy.  And,  in  pro- 
viding lor  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  it  is  surely  im- 
portant to  look,  also,  to  the  wants  and  welfare  of 
the  community,  from  the  products  of  whose  indus- 
try the  treasury  is  supplied. 

And  as  regards  those  great  interests,  we  find  the 
testimony  of  past  years  is  no  less  distinct  and  strong 
in  favor  of  a moneyed  institution  chartered  by  the 
general  government,  and  possessed  of  its  confidence 
and  credit.  The  period  embracing  the  last  ten  years 
of  the  existence  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  the  fiscal  agent  is  fresh  in  the  memory  of 
us  all,  and  is  looked  back  to  as  a period  of  great  pub- 
lic prosperity;  and  though  other  causes  did,  doubt- 
less, co-operate  to  produce  thatfavorable  condition  of 
things,  yet  one  of  the  governing  principles  on  which 
depended  the  steady  advance  of  the  country  in  com- 
merce, in  industry  and  in  substantial  wealth,  was 
the  existence  of  a fiscal  agent  established  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  charged  with  the  equaliza- 
tion of  exchanges,  and  the  regulation  of  the  cur- 
rency. 

In  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  the  re- 
lief to  be  anticipated  from  such  an  institution  can- 
not be  immediate,  but  must  be  the  work  of  time. 
The  business  of  the  country  would,  however,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  steadily  and  certainly 
revive  under  its  influence. 

In  whatever  point  of  light  the  undersigned  is  able 
to  view  this  subject,  he  is  irresistibly  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  such  fiscal  agent,  so  framed  as  to 
possess  those  important  functions,  is  alike  essential 
to  the  wants  of  the  treasury  and  of  the  community. 
Such  ari  institution  should  be  framed  with  delibera- 
tion, for  it  must  have  high  duties  to  perforin,  and 
extensive  interests  to  protect  and  promote;  and  it 
should  be  granted  with  care,  for  it  will  be  liable  to 
great  and  dangerous  abuses.  As  the  fiscal  agent  of 
the  government,  and  an  effective  regulator  of  the 
currency  in  a wide  spread  community,  it  should  be 
steady  and  uniform  in  its  action,  and  fixed  and  stable 
in  its  character. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
congress  to  create  such  an  institution.  Experience 
has  proved  its  necessity  to  carry  out  other  expressly 
granted  powers;  it  has  been  exercised  and  recog- 
nised by  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
of  the  government  during  four-fifths  of  the  whole 
period  of  our  national  existence,  and  it  has  receiv- 
ed the  uniform  sanction  of  our  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal. 

Yet  that  power  has  been  questioned  by  many 
wise  and  patriotic  statesmen  whose  opinions  are  en- 
titled to  consideration  and  respect;  and  in  a measure 
like  this  of  high  political  import,  which,  if  wisely 
conceived  and  cordially  concurred  in,  must  have  a 
great  and  enduring  influence  on  the  prosperity  of 


the  country,  it  is  important,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
obviate  objections  and  reconcile  opinion. 

If  such  an  institution  can  be  so  conceived  in  prin- 
ciple and  guarded  in  its  details  as  to  remove  all 
scruples  touching  the  question  of  constitutional 
power,  and  thus  avoid  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against  those  heretofore  created  by  con- 
gress, it  will,  in  the  opinion  ot  the  undersigned, 
produce  the  happiest  results,  and  confer  lasting  and 
important  benefits  on  the  country. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mends the  creation  of  such  fiscal  agent,  and  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  of  July  4th,  1840,  providing  “for 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,”  except  the  penal  pro- 
visions thereof,  which  will  probably  require  revi- 
sion and  modification.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted.  T.  EWING,  sec  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  June  2,  1841. 


FROM  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Department  of  war.  May  31,  1841. 

Sir:  I propose  to  bring  to  your  notice,  at  the  pre- 
sent time  only  such  matters  confided  to  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  department  of  war  as,  from  their  na- 
ture or  pressing  emergency,  or  from  the  general 
interest  they  excite,  you  may  deem  proper  to  com- 
municate for  the  information  of  congress  and  the 
public. 

Although  the  inspections  directed  since  the  ad- 
journment of  congress  have  been  made  with  the 
greatest  promptness,  and  furnish  an  extensive  body 
of  information  in  regard  to  the  sta^e  of  the  public 
defences,  as  well  as  to  the  discipline  and  efficiency 
of  the  army,  and  bear  full  and  satisfactory  testimony 
to  the  importance  of  the  inspector’s  department,  yet, 
from  the  limited  time  allowed,  and  the  immense  ex- 
tent of  territory  over  which  the  numerous  establish- 
ments connected  with  the  military  service  are  dis- 
tributed, the  inspections  are  necessarily  incomplete; 
and  it  is  therefore  not  designed  to  notice  all  the  con- 
siderations suggested  by  the  information  they  afford 
until  a future  occasion. 

In  the  general  condition  and  disposition  of  the 
army  there  has  been  no  material  change  sitice  the 
last  annual  report  from  this  department.  The  regu- 
lar force  stationed  in  Florida,  consisting  of  eight  re- 
giments, and  numbering,  in  the  aggregate,  by  the 
last  returns,  five  thousand  and  fifty-seven,  it  has 
been  found  expedient  to  continue  in  service  in  that 
territory. 

A few  incursions  by  small  detatchments  of  our 
troops  into  the  fastness  of  the  enemy,  by  whicli 
their  atrocities  have  been  signally  visited  upon  their 
own  heads,  have  been  the  only  exceptions  to  the 
general  cessation  of  hostilities  which  took  place  last 
fall,  soon  after  the  regiments,  reinforced  by  new  re- 
cruits and  provided  with  every  necessary  supply, 
were  prepared  for  active  operations;  nor  have  they 
been  renewed  since  that  time.  Offers  to  negotiate 
from  several  chiefs,  the  device  by  which  those  crafty 
warriors  have  so  often  baffled  our  arms  at  the  period 
most  propitious  to  success,  were  renewed  under 
such  circumstances  as  induced  the  commanding  ge- 
neral once  more  to  embrace  them.  The  strongest 
confidence  appears  to  have  been  felt  that,  with  the 
aid  ol  a suitable  amount  of  funds,  applicable  to  that 
object,  the  whole  of  the  hostile  bands  might  soon  be 
pursuaded  to  surrender,  and  abandon  the  country. 
This  line  of  policy,  though  tardy  in  its  results,  con- 
tinued to  hold  out  such  hopes  of  comple  success  as 
to  encourage  the  late  administration  in  the  belief 
that  this  protracted  war  had  at  last  been  brought  so 
near  a close  as  to  be  no  longer  a subject  of  particular 
interest  or  anxiety.  For  these  reasons  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  to  check  or  interrupt  the  negotia- 
tions in  progress  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  by  direct- 
ing a different  mode  of  operations.  The  result  so 
far,  since  the  negotiations  were  renewed  in  the  fall, 
has  been  the  surrender  of  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  Indians,  including  about  one  hundred  warriors, 
all  of  whom  have  been  transported  to  the  country 
assigned  them,  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Some  ex- 
pectation is  still  indulged  by  the  officer  in  command 
that  the  remaining  bands  which  have  so  long  in- 
fested the  upper  and  northern  districts  of  the  penin- 
sula will  surrender  in  a short  lime;  but  I regret  to 
slate  that  but  little  hope  can  be  justly  cherished  that 
this  unhappy  and  wasteful  war,  which  ha3  already 
cost  so  great  a number  of  valuable  lives,  and  so 
many  millions  of  public  treasure,  will  be  terminated 
without  still  further  sacrifices.  It  appears  that,  after 
six  months  of  negotiation,  no  access  has  been  had 
to  the  principal  and  most  powerful  chief,  or  to  any 
of  his  followers.  Directions  have  accordingly  been 
given  for  the  most  energetic  and  effective  prosecu- 
tion ot  the  war  the  moment  further  negotiations 
shall  appear  to  be  useless.  Steps  have  also  been 
taken  to  increase  the  efficacy  of  the  means  now  at 
the  disposal  of  the  officer  in  command;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  retrenchment  of  every  expenditure 
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connected  with  the  service,  (or  purposes  not  essen- 
tial in  Indian  warfare,  has  been  earneslly  enjoined. 

Tlie  many  weighty  consideralions  which  invite 
the  immediate  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject  of 
the  public  defences  generally,  and  particularly  to 
the  works  absolutely  necessary  to  the  security  of 
our  great  commercial  emporiums,  and  the  keys  to 
our  most  valuable  resources,  of  every  kind  must  be 
so  generally  understood  and  appreciated  that  no- 
thing this  department  can  urge  could  add  any  thing 
to  their  force  and  conclusiveness.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  destruction  of  property,  and  our  weakened  con- 
dition in  a military  point  of  view,  attendant  upon 
the  carrying  of  any  of  our  most  assailable  points, 
the  penetration  of  our  territory  and  the  seizure  of 
even  one  of  our  strong  holds  by  a powerful  enemy 
upon  the  sudden  outbreak  of  war,  it  would  seem 
to  be  equally  the  dictate  of  patriotism  and  wisdom 
to  make  due  piovision  against  the  infliction  of  such 
insults  to  the  national  honor  and  character. 

It  has  been  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  further 
progress  of  the  works  heretofore  projected  for  the 
defence  of  our  extensive  sea  coast,  that  the  recent 
experiments  in  the  use  of  steam  power  in  ocean 
navigation,  and  the  ready  application  of  the  same 
powerful  agent  to  the  defence  of  our  principal  har- 
bors, together  with  the  late  inventions  in  the  means 
of  increasing  the  destructiveness  of  shells,  must 
soon  introduce  an  entire  change  in  the  system  of 
coast  defence,  as  well  as  maritime  war  in  general. 
It  is  true  that  the  mental  activity,  characteristic  of 
the  age  in  every  other  art  and  science,  h is  n it  been 
less  fruitful  in  suggesting  improvements  in  the  art 
of  w ar,  the  value  of  some  of  which  has  already  been 
tested  in  practice,  and  doubtless  others  will,  in  time, 
prove  equally  successful.  In  no  department  of  pub- 
lic affairs  may  the  natural  connexion  and  depen- 
dence between  all  the  sciences  and  inventions  ot 
art  be  more  beneficially  illustrated  than  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  means  of  national  defence.  That 
the  cause  of  humanity  will  be  promoted  in  propor- 
tion as  the  existing  systems  and  means  of  defensive 
warfare  are  perfected  by  new  improvements,  in  af- 
fording to  ail  nations  greater  security  to  the  inde- 
pendent enjoyment  of  their  own  acquisitions  and 
forms  of  society  and  government;  in  putting  the 
weak  upon  a more  equal  footing  with  the  strong; 
in  rendering  wars  less  frequent,  and  allow  ing  all 
the  arts  of  peace  to  flourish  in  uninterrupted  vigor, 
cannot  be  doubted.  It  is  a source  of  much  gratifi- 
cation to  observe  that  several  gentlemen  of  high 
professional  distinction  in  the  army  are  employing 
themselves  in  these  appropriate  studies.  But  while, 
in  carrying  forward  the  plans  devised  in  former 
years,  due  regard  should  be  had  to  the  improve- 
ments already  introduced  in  the  means  of  defence, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  such  modifications  as 
may  be  rendered  necessary  by  future  discoveries, 
we  must  take  care,  by  the  most  efficient  application 
of  the  means  already  known  and  approved,  not  to 
lose  the  advantage  of  present  security. 

The  array  of  well  autenticated  facts  and  results 
of  past  experience,  and  the  well  sustained  reason- 
ing founded  upon  them,  exhibited  in  the  report  of 
the  board  of  officers  referred  to  in  the  accompany- 
ing letter  of  the  chief  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  ap- 
pear to  be  conclusive  in  favor  of  completing  the 
system  of  defence  therein  recommended,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  to  place  the  country  in  what  is  denominat- 
ed a good  state  of  defensive  preparation  against  any 
sudden  occurrence  of  war.  To  this  extent  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works  heretofore  projected  may  be  re- 
garded as  indispensable,  however  defective  they 
may  be  as  a perfect  system  of  national  defence.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  estimates  stated  in  the  report 
alluded  to,  that  to  effect  that  object  will  require  an 
appropriation  of  $9,693,547  upon  the  fortifications, 
and  $2,493,000  for  the  armaments;  making  together 
the  sum  of  $12,186,547.  The  obligation  of  the  go- 
vernment to  apply  this  sum  to  the  objects  contem- 
plated as  speedily  as  the  nature  and  due  permanence 
of  the  several  constructions  will  admit,  is  rendered 
imperative  and  absolute  by  every  consideration  of 
public  safety  and  public  honor. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  chief  engineer  that  the 
sum  of  $1,435,500  can  be  judiciously  and  most  bene- 
ficially applied  upon  these  essential  works,  of  de- 
fence during  the  remainder  of  the  present  year,  in 
addition  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
the  same  objects.  The  expenditures  in  this  branch 
of  the  service  have  been  more  considerable  in  ttie 
current  quarter  than  usual,  and  hence  the  additional 
appropriations  asked  for  are  larger  than  the}  would 
have  been  under  ordinary  circumstances.  How 
this  has  happened  will  be  explained  by  tire  fact, 
that,  soon  alter  the  accession  of  your  immediate 
and  lamented  predecessor,  all  the  means  at  the  dis- 
posal of  this  department  were  directed  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  fortifications  and  other  works  for 
tlie  protection  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  in  the  manner 
deemed  best  calculated  to  produce  the  greatest  pos- 


sible efficiency  in  the  shortest  time.  This  course 
appeared  to  be  called  for  by  the  unsettled  and  threat- 
ening aspect  of  our  foreign  relations.  While  the 
whole  of  the  resources  at  the  disposal  of  this  depart- 
ment for  this  service  were  thus  ordered  to  be  ap- 
plied to  such  unfinished  works  as  could  be  made 
available,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  a reasonable  time, 
it  is  proper  to  state,  in  this  connexion,  that  direc- 
tions were  at  the  same  time  given  to  supply,  with- 
out delay,  the  works  already  completed  with  their 
appropriate  armament. 

The  promptitude  and  liberality  with  which  the 
governor  of  New  York  and  the  commissioner  of 
public  lands  in  that  state  responded  to  the  recent 
application  of  the  department  to  be  put  in  posses- 
sion of  the  works  constructed  on  Staten  Island,  un- 
der the  supei  vision  and  at  the  expense  of  that  state, 
for  the  defence  of  New  York  harbor,  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  country,  and  should  be  further  ac- 
knowledged by  the  immediate  appropriation  of  the 
sum  demanded  us  a compensation  for  the  ground 
upon  which  they  are  situated.  The  works  are  re 
garded  as  of  great  importance  to  the  object  for 
which  they  were  designed,  and  they  are  now  in  a 
course  of  repair  and  improvement,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a competent  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers. 
The  correspondence  between  this  department  and 
the  governor  of  New  York,  and  the  report  of  the 
chief  engineer,  will  show  the  terms  upon  which 
the  title  to  this  property  will  be  vested  in  the  U. 
States. 

It  will  be  seen  from  tlie  accompanying  report 
from  the  ordnance  department,  that  some  additional 
appropriations  for  that  service  are  believed  to  be 
important  to  the  public  interest.  The  amount  call- 
ed for  is  $220,000.  The  importance  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  department,  and  its  immediate  connex- 
ion with  the  national  defence,  in  providing  guns, 
gun-carriages,  and  other  munitions,  will  at  once  be 
perceived. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  attention  of  congress 
should  be  called  to  the  policy  recently  adopted  in 
the  management  of  the  public  armories.  The  duty 
of  increasing,  by  every  practicable  means,  the  effi- 
ciency of  these  important  establishments,  not  less 
than  a due  regard  to  economy,  influenced  the  de- 
partment in  giving  its  sanction  to  the  plan  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  civil  superintendency  authorised 
by  law-.  After  full  consideration,  it  was  believed 
that  this  could  be  safely  and  advantageously  done. 
Accordingly  the  armories  are  now  in  charge  of  skil- 
ful and  experienced  officers  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment. One  defect  in  the  policy  of  taking  su- 
perintendents from  civil  life,  as  shown  by  past  ex- 
perience, is  the  want  of  the  pioper  qualifications  in 
the  persons  usually  selected.  Some  degree  of  sci- 
ence, as  well  as  a practical  knowledge  in  the  con- 
struction and  use  of  arms,  are  indispensable  requi- 
sites in  the  superintendents.  The  desired  and  pro- 
per qualifications  are  rarely  to  be  found  united  in 
the  same  person  in  civil  life,  whose  services  can  be 
commanded  by  the  government.  Another  and 
more  serious  objection  to  the  system  of  supervision 
heretofore  practised  is  found  in  the  defective  and 
inadequate  control  which  the  department  has  been 
able  to  exercise  over  the  superintendents.  It  has 
been  found  impossible,  in  some  instances,  to  inforce 
the  most  salutary  regulations.  The  necessary  de- 
gree of  deference  to  the  orders  and  wishes  of  the 
superior  authority,  it  is  manifest,  has  not  be  felt. 
This  probably  is  the  inevitable  result  of  the  nature 
of  the  interests  and  influences,  in  no  manner  con- 
nected with  the  objects  of  these  establishments, 
which  too  often  contiol  the  conduct  of  the  superin- 
tendents. For  these  reasons,  it  is  deemed  of  great 
importance  that  the  armories  should  be  separated, 
as  far  as  possible,  from  all  connexion  with  the  parly 
politics  of  the  day.  The  force  of  the  objections 
suggested  to  a civil  superintendence  cannot  be  bet- 
ter illustrated  than  by  the  statements  contained  in 
the  accompanying  memorandum  of  the  ordnance 
department,  which  appears  to  be  taken  chiefly  from 
the  correspondence  between  that  department  and 
the  superintendent  of  the  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

But  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  superin- 
tendency of  these  officers  must  finally  be  decided 
by  congress.  Some  hesitation  was  felt  indropping, 
temporarily,  the  civil  superindency;  but  as  neither 
of  ihe  late  superintendents,  though  of  much  per- 
sonal worth,  was  regarded  as  possessing,  in  a due 
degree,  those  particular  qualifications  which  are  im- 
portant in  the  management  of  such  establishments, 
their  removal  was  thought  a fit  occasion  to  intro- 
duce a new  system.  Time  has  not  yet  been  allow- 
ed to  test  sufficiently  its  advantages  or  defects.  If 
it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  congress  to  allow  the  ex- 
isting vacancies  under  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  to 
continue  for  a short  period,  the  public  interests  will 
be  subserved,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the 
experiment.  If  the  policy  recommended  by  the 
ordnance  department,  and  so  far  sanctioned  by  this 


department,  shall  succeed,  it  will  be  well  for  the 
public  service.  If  it  shall  fail,  there  will  no  longer 
be  any  pretext  for  future  changes;  and  the  depart- 
ment will  look  to  the  selection  of  the  most  compe- 
tent superintendents  from  the  walks  of  civil  life, 
and  to  the  means  of  improving  the  efficiency  of 
these  establishments  by  such  new  regulations,  un- 
der your  direction,  as  may  be  suggested  by  expe- 
rience. 

Additional  appropriations,  to  the  amount  of 
$825,637  86,  are  required  by  the  pay  and  quarter- 
master’s departments  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year.  The  amount  asked  by  the  quartermaster  ge- 
neral appears  to  be  indispensable.  It  is  about  the 
sum  which  congress  at  the  last  session  failed  to  ap- 
propriate, though  included  in  the  estimates,  and 
understood  to  be  in  part  for  arrearages  for  the  year 
1840;  and  a large  portion  of  the  present  demand 
may  not  be  improperly  set  down  to  the  same  ac- 
count. A portion  of  the  sum  required  by  the  pay 
department  is  for  arrearages  of  the  year  1840,  a3 
will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  paymaster  ge- 
neral. 

The  agents  and  superintendents  heretofore  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  the  various  improve- 
ments on  the  lakes,  the  seacoast,  and  in  the  inte- 
rior, have  been  discharged,  except  such  as  have 
been  retained  at  a small  compensation,  to  guard 
some  of  the  most  important  works  remaining  in  an 
unfinished  state,  and  the  public  property  connected 
with  them.  In  a few  instances,  it  has  been  found 
expedient  to  employ  an  agent  to  take  care  of  the 
property  of  the  government  collected  for  the  con- 
struction of  these  works,  until  congress  shall  de- 
termine upon  tlie  question  of  continuing  or  aban- 
doning them,  where  there  was  no  fund  out  of  which 
they  could  bp  paid.  Some  of  these  agents  have 
been  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a por- 
tion of  the  public  property;  others  can  be  paid 
only  by  further  sales  or  under  an  appropriation  by 
congress.  It  has  also  been  ascertained  that  the  ex- 
penditures upon  several  of  these  works  have  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriations  made  for  their  construc- 
tion. These  arrearages  are  generally  due  to  con- 
tractors and  laborers  in  no  way  responsible  for  this 
error;  and  provision  should  therefore  be  made  (or 
the  payment  of  them.  The  amount  necessary  to 
discharge  them,  as  well  as  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  agents  employed  as  above  stated,  appears  from 
the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  corps  of  topographi- 
cal engineers  to  be  $39,997  12. 

The  subject  of  the  expediency  of  completing 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  of  improving  certain 
harbors  and  the  navigation  of  certain  great  rivers, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  necessary  and  proper,  in 
making  adequate  provision  for  the  public  defence, 
I propose  to  postpone  the  further  notice  of  until 
the  stated  session  of  congress,  as  the  considera- 
tion of  it  will  involve  the  propriety  of  making  ap- 
propriations for  various  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment not  necessarily  connected  with  that  object, 
and,  consequently,  will  require  more  time  than 
congress,  at  its  approaching  session,  may  find  it 
convenient  to  give. 

At  the  late  session  of  congress,  the  sum  of  30,000 
dollars  was  appropriated  to  be  expended,  under  the 
direction  of  this  department,  in  repairing  the  breach 
in  the  Potomac  bridge.  Soon  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, an  officer  of  the  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers, distinguished  alike  for  his  science  and 
practical  skill,  was  selected  to  make  the  necessary 
examinations,  and  to  report  a suitable  plan  for  the 
execution  of  the  work.  With  what  skill  anil  ac- 
curacy he  has  performed  this  preliminary  service, 
will  appear  from  his  report  to  the  chief  of  the 
corps.  The  highest  confidence  being  reposed  in 
the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  it  was  determined 
at  once  to  expend  no  portion  of  the  money  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  department  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  so  important  a work  upon  a plan 
which  did  not  promise  to  secure,  what  was  held  to 
be  indispensable,  its  permanence  and  durability. 
From  the  statements  contained  in  the  report  of  ma- 
jor Turnbull,  it  is  obvious  that  the  repairs,  if  done 
upon  the  plan  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  esti- 
mate upon  which  the  appropriation  was  made, 
could  not  stand  through  a single  season  of  freshet 
or  ice.  The  question  was  then  presented,  whether 
it  was  proper  to  commence  the  repairs  upon  the 
only  plan  which  promised  the  requisite  strength 
and  durability,  but  the  cost  of  which  would  far 
exceed  the  appropriation  made  by  congress,  and 
which,  it  was  known  to  the  department,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  ample  for  the  object,  or  wait  the  sanc- 
tion ol  that  body  at  tile  approaching  session.  The 
great  convenience  and  importance  of  the  bridge  at 
this  point,  and  the  strong  interest  felt  by  the  citi- 
zens of  this  District  that  the  repairs  should  not  be 
delayed,  urged  the  immediate  commencement  of 
the  work,  while  its  questionable  propriety,  under 
the  prospect  of  an  immediate  session  of  congress. 
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charted  the  department  to  postpone  further  opera- 
tions until  that  body  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
acting  upon  the  subject  The  utility  and  impor- 
tance of  tins  bi  nlge  not  only  to  the  citizens  ot  this 
city  and  District,  but  to  the  carrying  of  the  pub- 
lic mail,  and  to  the  southern  travel  at  the  season  o( 
the  year  when  the  river  is  obstructed  by  ice,  are  so 
generally  felt  and  acknowledged,  that  I need  say 
now  more  to  recommend  the  additional  appropria- 
tion required;  or  that  the  sanction  of  congress  be 
given  in  some  other  form,  at  an  early  day  of  the 
session,  to  the  making  of  the  necessary  repairs 
upon  the  only  safe  and  durable  plan  which  presents 
itself. 

Another  public  work  of  great  interest  commit- 
ted to  the  care  of  this  department  deserves  some 
notice  at  this  time.  The  sum  of  .$75,000  was  ap- 
propriated at  the  late  session  of  congress  for  clear- 
ing out  the  Red  riverraft.  The  large  sumsof  money 
heretofore  expended  on  this  subject,  the  high  expec- 
tation indulged,  after  the  first  successful  experiment, 
of  ihe  practicability  of  e (fee ling  it,  the  subsequent  ac- 
cumulation and  continuance  of  partial  obstructions, 
and  the  consequent  disappointment  of  the  public, 
caused  tiie  department  to  give  iis  early  and  serious 
attention  to  the  subject.  Relieving  that  congress, 
in  making  this  appropriation,  indulged  the  hope 
that  it  would  be  all  that  would  be  required  for  the 
completion  of  the  work,  the  department,  resolved 
that  the  highest  degree  of  permanence  and  utility 
attainable  by  the  use  ol  the  means  placed  at  its  dis- 
posal should  be  accomplished,  directed  that  an  of- 
ficer ot  the  highest  credit  lor  silk  and  judgment 
should  proceed  without  delay  to  ascertain  the  na 
ture,  extent  and  causes  ot  the  obstructions  which 
interrupt  the  navigation  of  that  river,  and  to  sub- 
mit a plan  lor  their  removal.  That  officer  has  not 
yet  reported  to  the  department.  It  is  intended  that 
the  steam  and  snag  boats,  alter  being  repaired,  shall 
ascend  Red  river,  while  it  continues  in  a navigable 
state,  to  the  point  of  obstruction;  but  it  is  not  de- 
signed to  e'nter  upon  the  work  until  autumn.  This 
policy,  as  will  fully  appear  Irom  the  report  of  the 
duel  of  the  topographical  engineers,  and  the  ac- 
companying letter  of  the  superintendent,  was  dic- 
tated by  a sound  economy,  it  not  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case? 

A practice  has  prevailed  in  the  Indian  department 
of  making  payment  from  moneys  drawn  irom  the 
treasury  under  appropriations  by  congress,  without 
regarding,  in  all  cases,  the  objects  of  the  appropria- 
tions as  specified  in  the  law. 

This  practice  virtually  defeats  that  provision  of 
the  constitution  which  declares  that  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury  except  under  appropri- 
ations by  congress;  lor  the  object  of  this  provision 
must  have  been  not  merely  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  without  being  duly  appro- 
priated, but  that  it  shall  be  paid  only  for  objects 
specified  in  the  acts  of  appropriation. 

The  piactice  of  making  payments  under  such 
circumstances — that  is,  of  taking  money  drawn  from 
the  treasury  under  an  appropriation  lor  one  object, 
and  applying  it  to  the  payment  of  accounts,  and  for 
objects  lor  which  no  appropriation  has  been  made — 
renders  the  reports  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
entirely  fallacious,  and  utterly  destroys  all  confid- 
ence in  them.  The  true  condition  of  the  treasury, 
or  of  its  liabilities,  is  not  and  cannot  be  presented 
under  such  a practice. 

The  Indian  department  has  favored  itself  in  the 
means  of  practising  this  irregularity  by  another 
usage,  directly  in  contravention  of  the  law  of  con- 
gress requiring  that  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations, at  the  expiration  of  two  years  shall  revert 
to  the  treasury.  It  has  been  customary,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  two  years,  to  withdraw  from  the 
treasury  the  balances  not  actually  required  for  dis- 
bursement within  the  specified  period;  and  these 
balances  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  disburs- 
ing agents,  forming  a very  large  fund,  from  which 
payments  have  been  made  from  time  to  lime  for  ob- 
jects for  which  no  appropiiations  have  been  made 
by  congress.  The  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of 
these  special  agents  of  the  department  has  ranged, 
on  an  average,  from  two  to  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  this  has 
been  generally  deposited  in  banks  selected  at  the 
direction  of  the  agent  himself. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  disbursing  agents, 
having  received  moneys  under  authorised  heads  of 
appropriation,  which  have  been  applied  to  objects 
not  sanctioned  by  law,  have  had  their  accounts 
brought  into  such  a condition  as  will  not  allow  of 
their  settlement  at  the  treasury  without  special  ap- 
propriation by  congress;  and  hence  there  are  dis- 
bursing agents  who  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a 
settlement  during  several  years,  and  whose  ac- 
counts are  still  open,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  con- 
gress, most  salutary  in  its  object,  requiring  a settle- 
ment annually  on  the  first  of  October. 


As  one  irregularity  is  often  the  parents  of  another, 
so,  under  the  usage  of  the  Indian  bureau,  by  which 
large  amounts  of  money  have  been  held  by  disburs- 
ing agents,  which  should  have  reverted  to  the  trea- 
sury, these  agents  have  had  the  means  of  loaning, 
and  have  actually  loaned,  large  sums,  within  the 
last  few  years,  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  treasu- 
ry in  other  departments  ol  the  government  or  other 
and  distinct  branches  of  the  Indian  department;  and, 
in  this  manner,  a system  of  accommodation  has 
obtained  without  responsibility  and  unknown  to  the 
law. 

The  evils  of  the  practice  the  subject  of  these  re- 
marks, will  sufficiently  appear  when  it  is  considered 
that  they  are  precisely  those  which  it  was  the  object 
of  the  provision  in  the  constitution,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  drawing  money  from  the  treasury,  to  guard 
against;  and  those  also  which  were  intended  to  be 
counteracted  by  the  law  of  congress  requiring  that 
unexpended  balances  shall  revert  to  the  treasury  at 
the  expiration  of  two  years. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  accounts  of  dis- 
bursing agents,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise amount  of  payments  requiring  appropriations 
by  congress  for  their  final  adjustment  at  the  treasu- 
ry, bui  the  amount  is  known,  thus  far,  to  exceed 
$200,000,  and  it  will  probably  require  $250,000,  and 
possibly  $300,000. 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  remarks  upon  the 
impropriety  of  this  practice  of  the  department. 
The  objections  to  it  are  numerous  and  weighty, 
ar.d  some  of  them  are  founded  so  deeply  in  vital 
principles  as  to  deserve  some  further  notice  in  this 
report. 

All  officers  hold  their  powers  in  trust  tinder  the 
obligation  of  fulfilling  the  objects  for  which  those 
powers  were  granted.  Congress  is  entrusted  with 
Ihe  power  of  granting  money  for  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished by  executive  agents.  If  Ihe  agents  di 
vert  the  money  to  other  objects,  there  is  a breach  of 
trust.  But  as  all  the  officers  of  the  government  are 
presumed  to  have  in  view  the  common  good,  con- 
gress, more  or  less,  relies  upon  the  executive  agents 
to  indicate  the  objects  requiring  appropriations, 
with  estimates  of  the  amounts  necessary  for  their 
accomplishment.  This  confidence  in  executive 
agents  seems  to  have  been  regarded,  in  some  cases, 
as  an  implied  authority  in  the  agent  to  undertake 
objects  not  yet  sanctioned  by  congress,  the  agents 
looking  prospectively  for  that  sanction.  But  if  this 
discrelion  is  to  be  tolerated  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  for  objects  however  apparently  needful 
or  important,  the  checks  and  guards  provided  by 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  are  at  once  removed, 
and  the  most  dangerous  experiments  may  be  made 
with  the  public  money,  having  no  higher  sanction 
than  the  judgment  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
while  the  discretion  thus  exercised  at  the  fountain 
is  liable  to  become  licentiousness  in  the  subordinate 
agents,  resulting  in  frauds  and  defalcations  of  ex- 
traordinary character  and  magnitude. 

The  attention  oT  the  department  has  been  direct- 
ed to  the  subject  of  Indian  trealies,  and  particular- 
ly to  the  manner  in  which  some  of  those  recently 
made  have  been  executed,  involving  the  disburse- 
ment of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  emigration  and 
subsistence  of  Indians. 

The  frauds  that  have  been  practised  in  the  south- 
west have  been  to  some  extent  inquired  into,  but  a 
full  disclosure  of  all  the  facts  has  not  yet  been  ar- 
rived at.  Enough  has,  however,  been  brought  to 
light  to  establish  a conviction  that  certain  contrac- 
tors have  realized  the  most  enormous  profits,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  direct  fruit  of  gross  fraud  upon  the  government 
or  the  Indians,  practised  by  bribing  some  of  the  su- 
bordinate instruments  in  the  public  employment,  or 
through  the  mismanagement  of  higher  public  agents, 
who  can  only  screen  themselves  from  the  suspicion 
of  a connivance  in  the  frauds  by  submitting  to  the 
imputation  of  gross  negligence,  ignorance  or  in- 
competency  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

From  the  involved  characterof these  transactions 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuiing  full  and  precise  in- 
formation, it  has  been  found  impossible  as  yet  to  fix 
upon  the  point  where  these  frauds  commenced,  or 
to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  responsibility  among 
the  numerous  public  officers  and  agents  through 
whose  direct  or  indirect  instrumentality,  conni- 
vance or  ignorance  the  contractors  were  able  to 
consummate  their  unprincipled  designs.  This  in- 
vestigation has  been  prosecuted  with  the  most  pain- 
ful reluctance,  though  persevered  in  under  a para- 
mount sense  of  duty;  and  enough  has  been  disclosed 
to  suggest  an  inquiry  whether  the  guilty  recipients 
may  not  be  compelled  to  refund  their  iniquitous 
gains  to  the  treasury  by  process  of  law. 

All  of  which  is  respectlully  submitted. 

JOHN  BELL 

To  the  president. 


FROM  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

Navy  department,  May  31,  1341. 

Sir:  The  appropriations  made  at  the  last  session 
of  congress  wili  be  found  amply  sufficient  to  cover 
the  expenditures  for  the  current  year,  under  the  se- 
veral heads  of  appropriation,  unless  it  should  become 
necessary  or  be  deemed  proper  to  assume  another 
and  larger  basis  of  operations  than  that  on  which  the 
estimates  from  the  department  were  founded. 

The  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  will  require 
the  immediate  action  of  congress.  Under  the  ope- 
ration ol  the  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund,”  that 
fund  has  been  exhausted.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the 
accompanying  report  of  the  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions, that  there  will  be  required  for  the  payment  of 
navy  pensioners,  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  the  sum  of 
$S8,706  06;  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1842,  the 
further  sum  of  $69,000.  In  addition  to  these  sums, 
about  $6,000  will  be  required  to  pay  arrears  of  pen- 
sions which  will  probably  be  allowed  between  July 
next  and  Ihe  1st  of  January,  making  in  the  whole 
$163,716  06.  To  meet  these  payments,  there  is 
within  the  control  of  the  department  the  sum  of 
$28,040;  leaving  a deficiency  of  $135,666  06,  which 
the  public  laith  requires  should  be  promptly  sup- 
plied. 

The  sudden  return  of  the  Brandywine  seems  to 
require  some  explanation.  From  the  despatches 
sent  to  the  department  by  captain  Bolton,  of  that 
ship,  it  appears  that  the  great  excitement  prevailing 
in  England  in  the  early  part  of  March  last,  induced 
our  minister  at  that  court  to  address  a communica- 
tion to  commodore  Hull,  the  officercommanding  the 
United  Stales  naval  forces  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  the  squadron,  then  lying 
at  Mahon,  left  the  station  with  a view  to  get  out  of 
that  sea,  ascertain  the  true  state  of  things  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  either  re- 
sume their  station  or  return  home  according  to  the 
result.  The  Brandywine  outsailing  the  commodore, 
and  captain  Bolton  having  received  no  information 
on  his  voyage  deemed  satisfactory  by  him,  he  re- 
turned to  the  United  States. 

Though  it  is  presumed  congress  will  scarcely  be 
willing  to  give  attention  to  general  matters  uncon- 
nected with  the  objects  for  which  the  extraordinary 
session  of  that  body  was  convoked,  yet  recent  events 
induce  me  to  bring  to  your  notice,  with  a view  to 
the  action  of  congress,  two  subjects  as  worthy  of 
present  consideration.  The  first  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a home  squadron.  While  squadrons  are 
maintained  in  various  parts  of  the  world  for  the  pre- 
servation ofourcommerce,  ourown  shores  have  been 
left  without  any  adequate  protection.  Had  a war 
with  Great  Britain  been  the  result,  as  was  at  one 
time  generally  feared,  of  the  subjects  of  difficulty 
now  in  a course  of  adjustment  between  that  power 
and  the  United  States,  not  only  would  our  trade 
have  been  liable  to  great  interruption,  and  our  mer- 
chants to  great  losses  abroad,  but  a naval  force,  com- 
paratively small,  might,  on  our  very  shores,  have 
seized  our  merchant  ships  and  insulted  our  flag, 
without  suitable  means  of  resistance  or  immediate 
retaliation  being  at  the  command  of  the  government. 
To  guard  against  such  a result — to  be  ever  ready  to 
repel  or  promptly  to  chastise  aggressions  upon  our 
own  shores,  it  is  necessary'  that  a powerful  squadron 
should  be  kept  afloat  at  home.  This  measure  is  re- 
commended by  other  considerations.  There  is  no 
situation  in  which  greater  skill  or  seamanship  can 
be  exercised  and  acquired  than  on  the  coast  of  the 
United  States;  and  in  no  service  would  our  officers 
and  seamen  become  more  thoroughly  initated  in  all 
that  is  necessary  for  the  national  defence  and  glory. 
In  that  set  vice,  aided  by  the  coast  survey  now  in 
progress,  a thorough  acquaintance  would  be  gained 
with  our  ow  n sea  coast,  extensive  and  hitherto  but 
imperfectly  known — the  various  ports  would  be  vi- 
sited— the  bays,  inlets  and  harbors  carefully  exami- 
ed — the  uses  to  which  each  could  be  made  available 
during  war,  either  for  escape,  defence  or  annoyance, 
be  ascertained,  and  the  confidence  resulting  from 
perfect  know  ledge  would  give  to  us,  what  we  ought 
surely  to  possess,  a decided  advantage  over  an  ene- 
my on  our  own  shores.  Should  it  be  thought  desi- 
rable that  such  a squadron  be  put  in  commission  im- 
mediately and  kept  constantly  on  duty,  an  additional 
appropriation  may  be  necessary,  for  the  amount 
of  which,  as  well  as  the  force  deemed  proper  to  be 
employed,  1 beg  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  re- 
port on  the  subject,  prepared  under  my  direction,  by 
Ihe  board  of  navy  commissioners. 

The  attention  of  congress  has  been  heretofore 
earnestly  invited  to  the  state  of  our  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  and  I deem  it  worthy  of  immediate 
consideration.  A sufficient  supply  of  suitable  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  is  indispensable  to  the  success- 
ful operation  of  the  bravest  officers  and  men;  and  it 
cannot,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  provided 
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upon  a sudden  emergency.  Sailors  may  be  hastily 
collected  from  our  commercial  marine,  ships  may  be 
purchased,  but  ordnance  cannot  be  supplied  on  such 
an  emergency,  nor  can  some  of  the  materials  for  the 
preparation  of  ammunition  be  procured  either  by 
purchase  or  manufacture.  Hence  the  ordnance 
/should,  by  a timely  foresight,  be  provided  in  ad- 
vance, and  the  materials  be  secured,  from  which  a 
supply  of  ammunition  can  be  speedily  prepared. — 
The  accompanying  report  from  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners  shows  the  amount  ol  expenditure 
which  will  be  required  under  this  head.  Should  the 
object  be  deemed  of  such  importance  and  urgency 
as  to  require  the  immediate  attention  of  congress,  1 
respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of 
one-third  of  the  estimated  amount  be  now  made. 

The  opinion  seems  to  have  become  general,  as 
well  in  the  service  as  in  the  nation  at  large,  that  a 
thorough  reorganization  of  the  navy  is  demanded  by 
considerations  connected  with  the  defence  and  ho- 
nor of  the  country,  and  in  this  opinion  I heartily 
concur.  Yet  I am  fully  aware  that  any  plan  for  tins 
purpose  should  be  the  result  of  the  most  careful  de- 
liberation, and  that  it  would  be  at  once  unwise  and 
injurious  to  submit  to  congress  and  the  country  any 
proposed  arrangements  which  should  be  liable  to  the 
charge  ol  haste  and  inconsideration.  Deeply  sensi- 
ble, therefore,  at  once  ot  the  importance  and  diffi- 
culty ol  the  measure,  I have  taken  proper  steps  to 
collect  and  avail  myself  of  all  the  results  of  experi- 
ence and  observation  from  those  whose  opportunities 
have  afforded  the  means  of  knowledge,  and  their  in- 
telligence the  ability  to  use  them  piofitably,  and  I 
entertain  the  hope  of  being  able,  before  the  next  re- 
gular meeting  of  congress,  to  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration a comprehensive  and  well  digested  system 
of  reform  in  the  branch  of  the  public  service  com- 
mitted to  my  charge. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  E.  BADGER. 

The  president  of  the  United  Slutes. 


FROM  THE  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Post  office  department.  May  2 9th,  1341. 

Sir:  The  anangeineut  ol  business  at,  and  the 
manner  of  returns  to  the  geneial  post  office,  forbid 
a detail  repoilofits  operations  at  the  approaching 
session  of  congress.  I have  however,  felt  it  my  duly, 
at  this  time,  to  call  public  attention  to  the  present 
stale  of  its  finances,  so  far  as  I have  yet  been  able 
to  learn  th&ir  condition. 

When  first  entering  upon  my  official  duties,  my 
attention  was  forced  to  the  constant  demands  lor 
payment  beyond  the  ability  of  the  department  to 
discharge;  and  with  a view  to  ascertain,  as  nearly 
as  might  be,  its  undisputed  liabilities  and  probable 
means  on  the  2 1st  day  of  March  last  a letter  was 
addressed  to  the  auditor  of  the  treasury  for  the 
post  office  department,  requesting  from  him  iulor- 
rnation  on  those  subjects.  A copy  of  which  letter, 
marked  A,  is  herewith  submitted.  Such  statements 
have  not  been  furnished,  for  reasons  clearly  set 
forth  in  a letter  from  the  auditor,  dated  the  25th 
day  of  May,  of  which  a copy  is  hereto  appended, 
marked  B. 

It  was  also  important  to  learn,  without  delay, 
what  were  the  pressing  liabilities  and  what  the  ac- 
tive funds  of  the  department.  For  this  purpose, 
directions  were  given  to  the  chief  clerk  to  state  the 
amount  due  to  contractors  anteiior  to  and  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  31st  December,  1340,  so  tar  as 
they  had  been  reported  by  the  auditor,  and  also  the 
amount  in  deposite,  subject  to  draft,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  sucli  arrearages.  His  report  is  herewith 
submitted,  marked  C. 

By  an  examination  of  that  statement,  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  was  due  and  unpaid  to  contractors, 
of  ascertained  balances,  on  the  first  day  of  January 
last,  the  sum  ot  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  thou- 
sand and  twenty-nine  dollars,  (.'$447,029),  a consi- 
derable portion  of  which  has  been  paid  from  the 
revenues  of  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  March. 
A report  from  the  auditor  upon  the  outstanding  con- 
tracts will  undoubtedly,  increase  this  amount  of  in- 
debtedness to  a total  exceeding  half  a million  of 
dollars.  In  addition  to  which,  heavy  demands  are 
frequently  made  on  the  department  upon  unliqui- 
dated claims.  Of  such  demands,  no  notice  can  be 
taken  at  this  time,  nor  is  it  proper  that  an  opinion 
as  to  their  justice  should  be  now  expressed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  two  questions  na- 
turally present  themselves:  How  is  the  depart- 

ment to  be  sustained  under  its  present  embar- 
rassments? and,  what  are  its  financial  hopes  for  the 
future? 

As  no  estimates,  upon  which  can  be  based  an  an- 
swer lo  the  first  inquiry,  can  be  presented  until  a 
full  statement  of  the  balances  due  from  postmasters 


shall  have  been  reported  by  the  auditor.it  is  passed 
with  the  single  remark,  that  although  it  can  hardly 
be  doubted  that  a large  aggregate  sum  w ill  be  found 
due,  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  from  the  small  amount 
of  most  of  such  separate  balances,  scattered  through- 
out this  wide-spiead  nation,  the  want  of  responsi- 
bility in  many  of  these  officers  and  many  of  their 
securities,  and  the  lapse  of  time  since  these  ba- 
lances accrued,  but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
amount  actually  due  will  ever  be  received.  It  there- 
fore remains  lor  congress  to  determine  whether 
the  amount  now  due  to  contractors  shall  be  paid 
from  the  national  treasury,  or  whether  this  de- 
partment shall  struggle  on  with  its  present  em- 
barrassments, consuming  its  daily  accruing  reve- 
nues in  the  partial  payment  of  old  debts,  and  still 
leaving  large  balances  which  it  has  not  the  ability  to 
discharge. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  increased  expendi- 
ture consequent  upon  the  act  of  7lh  July,  1838, 
and  although  instead  of  the  supposed  gradual  in- 
crease of  revenue,  the  receipts  lor  the  quarter  end- 
ing 31st  March  last,  present,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  year  before,  a di- 
minution of  more  than  six  per  cent,  still  the  depart- 
ment would  probably  find  sufficient  relief  in  its 
future  operations  from  the  decrease  of  prices  which, 
it  may  be  calculated,  will  be  hereafter  demanded 
upon  most  of  the  routes,  were  it  not  for  the  con- 
tinually increasing  exactions  in  other  branches  of 
the  service. 

To  present  this  subject  in  its  most  intelligible 
form,  the  first  assistant  postmaster  general  has  pre- 
pared a tabular  view  of  recent  proposals,  that  com- 
parison may  be  made  between  the  amount  of  pre- 
sent bids  and  the  sums  now  paid  for  mail  service 
upon  the  same  routes.  This  table  is  hereto  annexed, 
marked  D. 

On  an  examination  of  this  statement,  it  will  be 
seen  that,  in  some  cases,  the  amount  demanded  by 
rail  road  companies  for  transportation  ol  the  mails  is 
more  than  two  hundred  per  cent,  higher  than  is  paid 
for  coach  service,  upon  roads  lorming  connecting 
links  between  dilferent  rail  road  companies,  upon 
the  same  main  route,  and  that  too  where  the  night 
service  upon  the  rail  roads  is  less  than  that  per- 
formed in  coaches.  Such  demands  deserves  more 
consideration  from  the  fact  that,  whilst  al  the  recent 
lettings  in  New  York  and  in  the  six  eastern  states 
the  accepted  service  by  coaches  and  other  modes  of 
conveyance  has  been  secured  at  an  average  saving 
of  twenty-two  per  cent,  upon  Ihe  contracts  of  1837, 
there  aie  but  few  instances  where  the  demands  of 
incorporated  companies  have  not  been  increased  in 
such  mariner  as  imposed  upon  me  the  necessity  ol 
suspending  the  contracts.  Nor  i3  the  extravagant 
price  demanded  for  mail  transportation  upon  rail 
roads  the  only  manner  in  which  these  incorpora- 
tions affect  the  revenue  of  this  department.  The 
facilities  secured  by  this  mode  of  conveyance  lor 
sending  letters  by  private  hands  very  seriously 
diminish  the  receipts  of  ]he  offices  upon  these 
routes.  A single  illustration  will  establish  this  as- 
sertion. 

Boston  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  of  rail 
road  concentration  in  the  union.  Its  business  pros- 
perity is  proverbial;  and  yet  in  that  city  the  quar- 
ter ending  the  31st  Marcli  last,  shows,  as  compared 
wi.h  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  year  before, 
a decrease  in  postage  receipts  of  three  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars — being  double  the 
amount  of  diminution  to  be  found,  within  the  same 
time,  in  any  other  post  office  in  the  nation,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  another 
great  terminus  of  rail  road  communication. 

These  facts  are  presented  in  no  spirit  of  unkind- 
ness  towaids  those  to  whose  management  these  in- 
corporations are  intrusted,  but  that  l have  consi- 
dered it  due  to  our  whole  people  to  refer  to  this  sub- 
ject as  one  which  will  ere  long  call  for  national  and 
state  legislation,  unless  a corrective  be  sooner  ap- 
plied by  public  opinion. 

A considerable  saving  will  be  found  in  the  cur- 
tailment of  service  generally,  directed  by  my  im- 
mediate predecessor,,  in  limiting  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  to  six  trips  a week  upon  most  of  the 
routes  throughout  the  nation.  The  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  department,  if  it  was  to  remain 
unaided  by  government,  clearly  indicated  the  pro- 
priety of  some  reduction  of  service,  and  ttie  reli- 
gious sense  of  the  community  will  certainly  ap- 
prove the  feeling  that  selects  the  Sabbath  as  the 
day  on  w hich  that  service  should  not  be  performed. 
Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  this  order  has  borne 
heavily  on  contractors,  and  in  many  instances 
causes  great  derangement  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mails.  v 

Whilst  in  some  sections  of  our  country  this  alte- 
ration has  not  only  received  a cheerful  acquiescence, 
but  is  warmly  approved,  there  has  been  great  ge- 


neral complaint  of  its  operation  and  daily  appeals 
for  Ihe  old  facilities  are  pressed  upon  the  depart- 
ment. Without  entering  upon  this  subject  at  large, 
it  i3  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to  state  that, 
as  this  order  purports  to  have  been  given  to  reduce 
the  expenses  of  the-department,  and  to  aid  in  bring- 
ing them  within  its  receipts,  a return  to  the  for- 
mer service  at  this  time,  might  well  be  considered 
as  a declaration  of  my  confidence  in  its  ability  to 
sustain  t he  expenditure  necessary  for  such  restora- 
tion. 1 have  therefore  felt  it  imperative  upon  me  to 
adhere  to  this  order  of  curtailment. 

The  building  now  being  erected  for  the  general 
post  office  is  so  far  advanced  as  to  give  assurance 
that  it  can  be  completed  before  Ihe  session  of  con- 
gress in  December.  This  is  much  to  be  desired, 
not  only  lor  ihe  convenience  of  the  transaction  of 
business,  but  that  the  public  property  may  be  kept 
in  security.  Such  means  as  are  kept  in  my  power 
are  continually  employed  to  protect  the  present 
building  from  fire,  but  in  its  exposed  condition  the 
danger  of  destruction  to  the  books  and  papers  of 
the  office  is  a source  of  constant  anxiety.  All 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

We  have  preferred  placing  the  official  reports 
from  the  several  departments  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble moment  before  our  readers,  to  occupying  the 
pages  of  the  Register  w ith  fuller  details  of  con- 
gressional proceedings  at  this  stage  of  the  session. 
A condensed  account  of  what  has  occupied  each 
house  is  given. 

senate. 

June  3.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 

Alter  the  journal  was  read,  the  president  of  Ihe 
senate  announced  the  following  as  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  senate  to  join  with  that  of  the 
house  in  taking  into  consideration  so  much  of  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  dtmise  of  the 
late  president,  viz:  Messrs.  Bayard,  Prentiss,  Ben- 
ton, Archer  and  Walker. 

The  president  also  announced  the  select  commit- 
tee to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s 

message  as  relates  to  a unifor  n currencv,  &c. 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Choate,  Wright,  Ber- 
rien, King,  Tallrna  ige,  Bayard,  Graham  and  Hun- 
tington. 

The  following  senators  were  then  announced  by 
the  chair  as  the  standing  committees,  the  chairman 
of  each  having  been  ballotted  for  on  a prior  day: 

On  foreign  relations— -Messrs.  Rives,  Preston, 
Buchanan,  Tallmadge  and  Choate. 

On  finance— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Evans,  Wood- 
bury, Mauguin  and  Bayard. 

On  commerce — Messrs.  Huntington,  Merrick, 
King,  Barrow  and  Wright. 

On  manufactures — Messrs.  Evans,  Archer,  Mil- 
ler, Buchanan  and  Simmons. 

On  agriculture — Messrs.  Linn,  Woodbrid°-e, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  White  and  Simmons. 

On  military  atiairs— Messrs.  Preston,  Merrick, 
Benton,  Archer  and  Pierce. 

On  the  militia— Messrs.  Phelps,  Kerr,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Barrow  and  Fulton. 

On  naval  affairs— Messrs.  Mangum,  Archer, 
Williams,  Smith,  of  Did.  and  Choate. 

On  public  lands — Messrs.  Smith,  of  Iml.  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Bates  and  Prentiss. 

On  private  laud  claims— Messrs.  Bayard,  Hunt- 
ington, Linn,  Sevier  and  Henderson. 

On  Indian  affairs— Messrs.  Morehead,  White, 
Sevier,  Phelps  and  Benton. 

Of  claims — Messrs.  Graham,  Bates,  Wright, 
Woodbury  and  Woodbridge. 

On  revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Dixon,  More- 
head,  Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon  and  Graham. 

On  the  judiciary— Messrs.  Berrien,  Clayton, 
Prentiss,  Walker  and  Kerr. 

On  the  post  office— Messrs.  Henderson,  Sim- 
mons, McRoberts,  Berrien  and  Mouton. 

On  roads  and  canals — Messis.  Porter,  White, 
Young,  Culhbert  and  King. 

On  pensous— Messrs.  Bates,  Pierce,  Allen,  Dix- 
on and  Nicholson. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Merrick, 
Clayton,  King,  Mangum  and  Young. 

On  patents — Messrs.  Prentiss,  Porter,  Sturgeon, 
Tapnanand  Henderson. 

On  public  buildings — Messrs.  Barrow,  Fulton 
and  Kerr. 

On  the  contingent  expenses — Messrs.  White, 
Tappan  and  Porter. 

On  engrossed  bills — Messrs.  McRoberts,  Milk r 
and  Nicholson. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue”  ought  to  be  forthwith  re- 
pealed, and  that  the  committee  on  finance  be  directed 
to  report  a bill  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  senate  upon  the  subject, 
and  a debate  ensued,  principally  between  him  and 
Mr.  Calhoun.  An  amendment  proposed  by  the  lat- 
ter was  negatived,  ayes  19,  nays  27.  The  resolu- 
tion, as  modified  by  Mr.  Clay,  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  derect- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues.” 

June  4.  After  the  presentation  of  memorials  and 
petitions — one  by  Mr.  Tullmadge,  from  citizens  of 
New  York,  and  another  by  Mr.  Young,  from  citi- 
zens of  Illinois,  for  a general  bankrupt  law — and 
another  from  the.  same  state  relative  to  land  claims. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed the  lollowing  bill;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a second  reading: 

A bill  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 

for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  provide 

for  the  punishment  of  embezzlers  of  the  public 

money.” 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacledbylhe  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  tne  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,”  approved  on  the 
fourth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  torty,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  always, 
That  lor  any  offences  which  may  have  been  com- 
mitted against  the  provisions  of  the  seventeenth 
section  ot  the  said  act,  the  offenders  may  be  prose- 
cuted and  punished  according  to  those  provisions, 
any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
officer  charged  with  ttie  safe-keeping,  transfer  or 
disbursement  of  public  moneys,  or  connected  with 
the  post  office  department,  shall  convert  to  his  own 
use  in  any  way  whatever,  or  Shall  use  by  way  of 
investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  merchandise, 
or  shall  loan  with  or  without  interest  any  portion 
of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to  him  for  safe-keep- 
ing, transfer,  disbursement  dr  lor  any  other  pur- 
pose, every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of  the  said  mo- 
neys as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  invested, 
used  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
felony;  and  the  refusal  to  pay  over,  on  demand,  any 
public  moneys  in  his  hands  upon  the  presentation 
of  a warrant  drawn  upon  him  and  signed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  shall  b e prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  such  conversion  to  his  own  use  of  so 
much  of  the  public  moneys  as  may  be  in  liis  hands. 
Any  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States  and  all 
persons  advising  or  knowingly  and  willingly  parti- 
cipating in  such  embezzlement,  upon  b-ing  con- 
victed thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  a fine 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money  embezzled,  and 
shall  suffer  imprisonment  lor  a term  not  less  than 
six  months  nor  more  than  five  years. 

June  7.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  present- 
ed; by  Mr.  Clay  from  citizens  of  Cherokee  county, 
Georgia,  for  the  abolishment  of  the  branch  mint,  in 
that  state.  Mr.  C.  expressed  his  hearty  concur- 
rence and  his  admiration  of  the  disinterested  views 
of  the  petitioners. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  three  memorials  from  citizens 
of  New  Yoik,  fora  general  bankrupt  law,  one  from 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  New  York  in  favor  of 
a national  bank,  and  from  merchants  of  that  city  re- 
lative to  drawbacks. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  a memorial  from  the  Patriotic 
bank  of  Washington,  for  a renewal  of  charter,  and 
resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  rela- 
tive to  the  tobacco  growing  interests. 

Some  conversation  ensued  as  to  any  reference  of 
this  matter  at  the  present  session,  when  it  was  mani- 
fest it  could  not  be  acted  on.  When,  on  motion,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
senate  to  a resolution  he  wished  to  present,  growing 
out  of  some  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  That  report 
had  doubtless  been  read  by  the  senators  generally, 
and  it  would  be  recollected  by  every  gentleman  that  it 
concluded  by  an  explicit  recommendation  of  a plan 
for  the  creation  of  a Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  secretary  added  the  suggestion  of  what  Mr.  C. 
should  be  most  glad  to  see,  though  he  must  confess 
that  he  had  not  lull  faith  in  its  practicability,  viz:  a 
plan  fonconducting  the  fiscal  business  of  the  go- 
vernment which  shall  reconcile  all  opinions,  and 
harmonize  the  voles  of  all  parties  in  the  country. 


However,  it  might  be  very  right  that  the  senate 
should  see  what  is  the  plan  which  the  secretary 
thought  capable  of  effecting  a result  so  desirable  to 
all;  it  w'as  certainly  proper  that  any  plan  that  offi- 
cer might  deliberately  have  prepared  and  recom- 
mended to  the  adoption  of  congress  should  be  in 
its  possession.  With  a view  to  obtain  this,  Mr.  C. 
had  prepared  a resolution  in  the  following  words: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable  a plan  of  such  a bank,  to  be  incorporated 
by  congress,  as  in  his  opinion  is  best  adapted  to  the  pub- 
lic service. 

Upon  this  proposition  a debate  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  King,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Calhoun, 
Rives  and  Buchanan  took  part. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  very  anxious  to  see 
this  “fiscal  agent”  of  the  honorable  secretary;  it 
was,  it  seemed  to  work  wonders.  A political  mil- 
lennium was  approaching,  when  the  lion  was  to 
lie  down  with  the  lamb.  This  fiscal  agent  was  to 
smooth  away  all  difficulties.  The  valleys  were  to 
be  exalted,  the  rough  places  made  smooth,  and  all 
flesh  together  was  to  see  this  whig  salvation.  This 
fiscal  agent  was  to  make  money  plenty,  supply  a 
uniform  currency,  and  to  regulate  the  exchanges; 
and  yet  was  not  to  be  a Bank  of  the  United  States! 
He  should  really  be  most  happy  to  see  it.  But  if  it 
was  to  be  an  agent  that  was  to  have  the  power  of 
discounting  paper,  issuing  notes,  ami  dealing  in  ex- 
changes, let  it  be  located  where  it  might — here,  at 
the  seat  of  government,  or  in  Philadelphia,  or  at 
New  York — those  who  had  constitutional  objections 
to  a Bank  of  the  United  States  would  find,  he  fear- 
ed, their  objections  to  this  new  agent  as  strong  as 
ever.  Framed  as  it  now  was,  he  thought  the  reso- 
lution of  the  senator  might  leave  the  senate  in  some 
doubt  as  to  his  real  purpose  in  this  call,  because 
the  secretary,  though  he  spoke  of  a fiscal  agent, 
was  in  favor  of  a Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the 
old  plan;  that  was  his  first  choice;  though  he  had, 
it  seemed,  an  alternative  ready.  Of  all  things  of  a 
polical  nature  iri  this  world,  what  Mr.  B.  wanted 
most  to  see  was  this  redoubted  fiscal  agent  of  the 
secretary. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Clay  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  senate,  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable,  the  plan  of  such  a fiscal  agent  as, 
being  free  from  constitutional  objection,  will  in  his  opi- 
nion produce  the  happiest  results,  and  confer  lasting 
and  important  benefits  on  the  country. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  could  not  agree  to  the  proposi- 
tion in  that  shape;  if  the  gentleman  would  say  “a 
bank  or  fiscal  agent,”  and  substitute  “direct”  for 
“request,”  he  would  accept  of  it  as  a modification. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  that,  although  he  preferred  the 
resolution  as  he  had  drawn  it,  yet  in  a liberal  spirit 
of  compromise  he  was  willing  so  to  modify  it; 
there  ought  to  be,  there  must  be  some  concession 
for  the  sake  of  uniting  the  opinions  of  gentlemen. 
[Considerable  objections  were  made  (across)  by 
gentlemen  on  the  right  of  the  chair.] 

Mr.  R.  said  he  should  be  glad  to  accommodate 
gentlemen,  but  he  must  yield  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  did  not  like  the  resolution;  it 
seemed  to  him  to  open  too  wide  a field,  and  to  in- 
vite such  a plan  as  never  was  contemplated  by  the 
constitution.  Its  language  sounded,  in  Mr.B’sear, 
very  like  calling  for  a bank  “to  promote  the  gene- 
ral welfare.”  He  had  decided  objection  to  calling 
on  the  head  of  a department  for  a scheme  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Clap  having  adopted  Mr.  Rives’  amendment 
as  a modification  of  his  resolution,  it  was  read  as 
follows,  and  adopted  nem.  con. 

Resolved,  Thatihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  senaie  with  as  little  delay  as 
acticable  the  plan  of  such  a bank  or  fiscal  agent  as, 
ing  free  from  constitutional  objection,  will,  in  his 
opinion,  produce  the  happiest  results  and  confer  last- 
ing and  important  benefits  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  resolutions  calling  for  re- 
ports, which  will  be  noticed  when  they  are  called 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed to  consider  and  report  by  what  token  of  respect 
and  affection  it  may  be  proper  for  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of 
the  nation  to  the  decease  of  their  late  president, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  melancholy  event  of  the  death  ofWjt.  Henry 
Harrison,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  having 
occurred  during  the  recess  of  congress,  and  the  two 
houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief,  and  desiring  to 
manifest  their  sensibilities  upon  the  occasion  of  that 
public  bereavement,  therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That,  the  chairs  of  the  president  of  the  senate  and 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  be  shrouded  in 


black  during  the  residue  of  the  session;  and  that  the 
resident  pro  tempore  of  the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the 
ouse  of  representatives,  and  the  members  and  officers 
of  both  houses  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for 
thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
Mrs.  H arrison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  profound  re- 
spect of  the  two  houses  of  congress  for  her  person  and 
character,  and  of  the  sincere  condolence  of  the  late 
afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  senators  would  recollect  that 
on  the  last  meeting  some  conversation  had  passed 
as  to  introducing  a resolution  which  should  declare, 
in  the  outset,  on  what  subjects  it  was  proposed  that 
congress  should  act  at  the  present  extra  session;  he 
had  since  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  if  no  other  gentleman  had  any  resolution  to  of- 
fer, he  would  present  the  result  of  his  reflection  in 
the  shape  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  senate.  That  at  the 
present  session  of  congress  no  business  ought  to  be 
transacted  but  such  as  being  of  an  important  or  urgent 
nature  may  be  supposed  to  have  influenced  the  extra- 
ordinary convention  of  congress,  or  such  as  that  the 
postponement  of  it  might  be  materially  detrimental  to 
the  public  interest. 

Resolved,  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  That 
the  following  subjects  ought  first,  if  not  exclusively,  to 
engage  the  deliberation  of  congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion— 

1st.  The  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury. 

2d.  The  incorporation  of  a bank  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  people  and  of  the  government. 

3d.  The  provision  of  an  adequate  revenue  for  the 
government  by  the  imposition  ot  duties,  and  including 
an  authority  to  contract  a temporary  loan  to  cover  the 
public  debt  created  by  the  last  administration. 

4th.  The  prospective  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands. 

5th.  The  passage  of  necessary  appropriation  bills;  and 
6th.  Some  modification  of  the  banking  system  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
District. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  distribute  the  busi- 
ness proper  to  be  done  this  session  between  the  senate 
and  bouse  of  representatives,  so  as  to  avoid  both  houses 
acting  on  the  same  subject  and  at  the  same  time. 

After  a few  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Woodbury — 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot,  under  the 
49th  rule,  for  the  election  of  officers. 

The  lir3t  ballot  being  for  secretary  of  the  senate, 
there  were  43  votes  given,  of  which  Mr.  Asbury 
Dickins  received  41,  and  was  declared  duly  elected. 

Fot  sergeant-at-arms  and  doorkeeper,  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given  were  42,  of  which  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Dyer  received  39,  and  was  declared  duly  elect- 
ed. 

For  assistant  doorkeeper,  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  were  44,  of  which  Mr.  Robert  Bealle, 
having  received  42,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  bill  reported  yesterday  from  the  finance  com- 
mittee, a debate  ensued,  which  occupied  the  senate 
until  they  adjourned. 

June  8.  After  the  presentation  of  memorials  and 
petitions,  Mr.  Benton’s  resolution  calling  for  infor- 
mation was  taken  up,  and,  after  a slight  modification, 
adopted. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  some  days 
since  by  Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  was  taken  up  and 
read: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate  why  general  Matthew 
Arbuckle  has  been  removed  from  his  command  at  Fort 
Gibson,  west  of  Arkansas,  to  Baton  Rouge,  in  Loui- 
siana, where  there  are  no  United  States  troops. 

Upon  this  a debate  arose  between  Mr.  Preston 
and  Mr.  Sevier,  which  was  terminated  by  a call  for 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  resolution  was  for  the 
present  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Bayard,  from  the 
joint  committee  recommending  that  the  chairs  of 
the  presiding  officers,  of  both  houses  be  shrouded  in 
mourning,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  debate  upon  the  bill  to  repeal  the  sub-treasu- 
ry act  was  resumed — the  question  being  on  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Calhoun: 

That  so  much  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  23d 
June,  1836,  as  provides  that  no  bank  shall  be  select- 
ed or  continued  as  a place  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money,  which  shall,  after  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  is- 
sue or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  $5;  and  that  no  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank 
be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  U. 
States  which  shall,  after  the  said  4th  of  July,  1836, 
issue  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomination  than 
$5,  be,  and  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

After  discussion  the  question  on  this  amendment 
was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Benlon, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton, 
Kerr,  King,  McRoberts,  Merrick,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wrigltt,  Young — 25. 
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N AYS— Messrs.  Bates.  Bayard,  Choate,  Clay,  of  | treasury  bill,  and  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  currency 


Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Por- 
ter, Prentiss,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  White— 22. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
as  thus  amended,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Buchanan,  Ca  - 
lioun  Clay  of  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  McRoberts,  Nichol- 
son, Pierce.  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan. 
White,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  1 rentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Woodbridge— 29. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  effect  of  the  last  vote  was, 
to  leave  the  bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been 
reported.  If  it  should  in  this  form  pass  both  houses 
of  congress,  and  become  a law,  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem, as  regulated  in  1836,  would  he  revived  and 
continue  in  force  until  a substitute  should  be  adopt- 
ed by  congress.  ....... 

Mr.  C.  took  it  for  granted  that  a substitute  ol 
some  description  would  pass;  but  if,  unfortunately, 
congress  should  be  unable  to  agree  upon  any  sub- 
stituto,  whether  in  the  form  ol  a bank  or  other  fiscal 
agent  then  tie  presumed  that  congress  would  set 
about  discharging  the  duty  of  rendering  the  state 
bank  system  as  efficient  and  perfect  as  possible.— 
Alter  the  gallant  course  pursued  bv  the  honorable 
senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Walker),  Mr.  C. 
considered  it  as  proper  for  him.  also,  to  state  that 
he  would  vote  lor  that  system  under  no  circum- 
stances—none  whatever— none.  He  had  ever  been 
opposed  to  the  plan,  and  would  not  have  given 
his  vote  for  the  law  of  1836  on  any  other  ground 
than  that  that  law  contained  the  principle  ol  a dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  fund  among  the  states.  No, 
if  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  choose  to  put  them- 
selves in  command  ol  such  a miserable  fleet,  he  did 
not  care  under  what  commodore,  Mr.  C.  and  his 
friends  were  ready  to  meet  them  upon  any  sea,  and 
he  doubted  not  that  the  encounter  would  result  in 
such  a victory  as  Perry  had  achieved  on  one  of  our 
great  lakes,  or  the  brave  McDonough  on  another. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  say  to  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky that  lie  was  fighting  against  an  imaginary 
flag  it  he  supposed  that  the  gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  house  meant  to  contend  for  the  state  bank 
system.  No.  They  intended  to  go  into  battle  un- 
der the  noble  flag  of  the  sub-treasuiy . He  was  glad 
that  the  senator  had  been  compelled  to  say  that  if  the 
sub-treasury  should  be  repealed,  the  law  of  1836 
would  be  enforced.  If  that  law  as  it  now  stood 
should  in  practice  be  found  impracticable,  the  diffi- 
culty would  fall  chiefly  in  the  south  and  southwest. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  never  doubted  that  the  law 
of  1836  would  revive;  but  when  he  had  introduc- 
ed his  bill  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury,  he  had  given 
notice  that  that  was  the  first  in  a series,  and  had 
avowed,  openly,  his  preference  for  a Bank  ofthe  U. 
States.  If,  then,  the  law  of  1836  diet  revive  in  its 
present  form,  he  hoped  it  would  be  but  lor  a very 
short  time.  But,  if  otherwise,  it  must  undergo  a 
complete  revision. 

Mr.  Benton  proposed  tc  amend  the  bill  by  exclud- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pennsylvania  fiom  be- 
ing used  as  a deposite  bank. 

Some  conversation  ensued — It  was  objected  to 
discriminate,  else  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  the 
Owl  Creek  bank,  and  some  others,  in  the  exclusion. 
On  the  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called; 
and  were,  yeas  20,  nays  28. 

After  further  discussion,  and  some  slight  amend- 
ments, the  bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ken.  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Merrick.  Miller.  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge.— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Ct.  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 16. 

It  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

June  9.  Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  distribution  ofthe  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  snb-treasury  act  having  been 
read  a third  time,  the  question  being  on  its  engross- 
ment, Mr  Woodbury  took  the  floor,  and  at  considera- 
ble length  addressed  the  senate  upon  the  general  be- 
nefit ot  the  sub-treasury  act,  and  upon  his  administra- 
tioQ  of  the  currency.  He  warmly  defended  the  sub- 


under  the  control  of  the  executive,  as  it  would  be 
[ if  the  repeal  took  place,  and  no  especial  act  was 
’ passed. 

1 Mr.  Calhoun  yet  believed  that  the  course  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  was  such  as  to  leave 
the  public  money  under  the  control  of  the  execu- 
tive, and  he  reasoned  against  that  at  length. 

Mr.  Benton  attempted  the  introduction  of  a reso- 
lution declaring  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  inex- 
pedient, which  the  senate  pronounced  out  of  order; 
when  Mr.  Benton  withdrew  his  motion,  and  propos- 
ed to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions,  which 
was  negatived,  yeas  18,  noes  28. 

Mr.  Wright  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  at 
great  length. 

The  debate  was  continued  until  near  7 o’clock, 
by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Benton,  Tallmadge,  Wright, 
Young  and  McRoberts — all  of  them  speaking  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  except  Mr.  Tallmadge. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Pieston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  While,  Woodbridge— 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calfioun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


The  house  lias  been  occupied  a considerable  por- 
tion of  several  days  in  debating  a resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Wise,  that  the  rules  of  the  last  session  be 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  house  lor  ten 
days,  or  until  the  same  are  revised,  which  Mr. 
Adams  proposed  to  amend  by  “excepting  the  21st 
rule,”  which  is  the  rule  that  disposes  of  petitions 
respecting  abolition.  This  amendment  alter  a de- 
bate was  adopted — but  a motion  was  subsequently 
made  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  that  motion  was 
under  debate  when  our  latest  accounts  lett  the  city 
of  Washington. 

Tuesday,  June  8.  The  speaker  announced  the 
following  standing  committees: 

Elections — Messrs.  Halsted,  Blair,  Craven,  Bor- 
den, Summers,  Gamble,  Aaron  V.  Biown,  Medill, 
and  Jas.  W.  Williams. 

Ways  and  means — Messrs.  Fillmore,  Gilmer, 
Botts,  Sainson  Mason,  Tho.  F.  Marshall,  Rencher, 
Pickens,  John  W.  Jones  and  Atherton. 

Claims — Messrs.  Gidd'ngs,  Sprigg,  Linn,  War- 
ren, Arnold,  Cowen,  Banks,  Burke  and  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Commerce — Messrs.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Win- 
Ihiop,  Toland,  Rayner,  Benj.  Randall,  Ed.  D. 
White,  Holmes,  Brewster,  and  Chas.  Brown. 

Public  lands — Messrs.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Mor- 
row, Lewis  Williams,  Smith,  Gentiy,  Bronson, 
Howard,  Chapman  and  Cave  Johnson. 

Post  office  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Briggs,  Jos. 
L.  Williams,  Russell,  Brockway,  Morgan,  Owsley, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Hopkins  and  Rading. 

District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Underwood,  King, 
Powell,  H irris,  Alex.  Randall,  Rich’d  W.  Thomp 
son,  Keim,  John  Campbell  and  John  T.  Mason. 

Judiciary — Messrs.  Barnard,  Trumbull,  Max- 
well, Thomas  F.  Foster,  Milton  Brown,  Pearce, 
Ingersoll,  Roosevelt  and  Saunders. 

Revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Hall,  Patrick  G. 
Goode,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Mathint,  Washing- 
ton, James,  Parinenter,  Wm.  O.  Goode  and  Van 
Buren. 

Public  expenditures — Messrs.  Graham,  Childs, 
Hudson,  Allord,  Clinton,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Watter- 
son.  Green  and  Littlefield. 

Private  land  claims — Messrs.  Moore,  R.  D.  Davis, 
Birdseye,  Gamble,  Stuart,  Cross,  J.  B.  Dawson, 
Turney  and  Gordon. 

Manufactures — Messrs.  Saltonstall,  Randolph, 
Greig,  Henry,  Slade,  Tillinghast,  Nisbit,  A.  Mar- 
shall and  Eastman. 

Agriculture — Messrs. Deberry, Ridgway,  Simon- 
ton,  Doig,  A.  McClellen,  Arrington,  Mattocks, 
Shaw  and  John  Hasting. 

Indian  affairs — Messrs.  Adams,  Cooper,  Barton, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  Merriwether,  Crittenden,  Shep- 
perd.  Win.  Butler  and  Bidlack. 

Military  affairs — Messrs.  Wm.  C.  Dawson,  Wal- 
lace, Caruthers,  Pendleton,  Goggin,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wm.  O.  Butler,  Sumter  and  Miller. 

Militia — Messrs.  Keim,  Triplett,  Coles,  Stolceley, 
Ward,  Weller,  Sweney,  Lowell  and  S.  H Butler. 

Naval  affairs — Messrs.  Wise,  Stanly,  G.  Davi3, 
T.  W.  Williams,  King,  Burnell.  Fessenden,  Mallory 
and  Clitford. 


Foreign  affairs — Messrs.  Cushing,  Everett,  Hunt, 
John  C.  Clark,  Allen,  Proffit,  Rhett,  Hunter  and 
Ferris. 

Territories — Messrs.  Pope,  C.  H.  Williams,  Sol- 
lers,  Maynard,  Hays,  Gates,  Green,  W.  Caldwell, 
Daniel  and  Dean. 

Revolutionary  pensions — Messrs.  Taliaferro,  Rod- 
ney, Lane,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Matthews,  S.  N. 
Clarke,  Babcock,  C.  A Floyd  and  Fornsmce. 

Invalid  pensions — Messrs.  Morris,  Aycrigg,  J. 
Edwards,  Gerry,  Gordon,  Hubbatd,  Doan,  Stratton 
and  Gustine. 

Roads  and  canals — Messrs.  Lawrence,  Joseph 
L.  White,  Boardman,  Sherlock,  J.  Andrews,  John 

B.  Thompson,  John  Young,  Steenrod,  Wm.  W. 
Irwin  and  Beeson. 

Patents — Messrs.  Osborne,  Cranston,  Plumer, 
Ramsay  and  Sanford. 

Public  Buildings  and  grounds — Messrs.  Board- 
man,  Augustus  Young,  Cranston,  Bowne  and 
Wood. 

Revisal  and  unfinished  business — Messrs.  James, 
Stratton,  Dirnock,  Jack  and  C.  A.  Floyd. 

Accounts — Messrs.  Baker,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
Marchaud,  J.  G.  Floyd  and  Yorke. 

Mileage — Messrs.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Patrick 

C.  Cadwell,  John  C.  Edwards,  Westbrook  and  Eg- 
bert. 

Expenditure  in  the  state  department — Messrs. 
Van  Buren,  Hudson,  Oliver,  Brockway  and  Wm. 
S Hastings. 

Expenditures  in  the  treasury  department — Messrs. 
McKt-on,  Sainson,  Mason,  Paitridge,  I.  D.  Jones 
and  James  Irvin. 

Expenditures  in  the  war  department — Messrs. 
McKay,  Tomlinson,  Neward,  Allord  and  Biock- 

way. 

Expenditures  in  the  navy  department — Messrs. 
Yoike,  Simouton,  Burden,  Stuart  and  Green. 

Expendituies  in  the  post  office  department — 
Messrs.  Lowell,  Morgan,  Washington,  Boyd  and 
Lane. 

Expenditures  on  the  public  buildings — Messrs. 
C.  Johnson,  Gates,  Bidlack,  Stokly  and  Houck. 

The  speaker  announced  the  names  of  the  follow- 
ing members  as  constituting  the  select  committee 
ordered  yesterday  to  be  appointed  “on  the  subject 
ot  the  currency,  and  the  establishment  of  a suita- 
ble fiscal  agency  capable  of  adding  increased  faci- 
lities in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  and  rendering  their  custody  more  se- 
cure.” 

Committee — Messrs  Sergeant,  Adams,  Pope,  W. 
Cost  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Dawson,  Botts,  McKay, 
McKeon  and  Rhett. 

Mr.  Gilmer  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Smith,  of  the  12th  congressional  district,  in  the  slate 
of  Va.  contesting  the  seat  now  held  by  the  lion. 
Linn  Banks,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  elections. 

The  house  proceeded  to  an  election,  viva  voce,  of 
a sergeant-at-arms,  and  the  following  persons  were 
ballotted  lor: 


1st 

2d 

3d 

4th 

5th 

lie  numberofvotes 

222 

221 

218 

216 

217 

essary  to  a choice 

112 

111 

lit) 

109 

109 

Dorsey 

92 

88 

85 

81 

85 

Townsend 

55 

71 

76 

76 

80 

Hooe 

34 

41 

47 

53 

52 

Blake 

19 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Wilson 

11 

— 

— 





Burchenal 

11 

12 

10 

6 

— 

The  house  was  about  to  proceed  to  a 6th  ballot, 
when  Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which,  on  yesterday,  the  house  had  agreed 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Adains,  striking  out  the 
21st  rule. 

The  house  was  in  a ferment  in  a moment,  and  a 
question  of  order  arose. 

The  motion  wa3  entered  on  the  journal,  and  will 
come  up  lor  consideration  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  leave,  from  the  select  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  president’s 
message,  lelating  to  the  family  of  the  late  president, 
repoited  a bill  “for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harrison,  wi- 
dow of  president  Harrison.”  It  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  a committee  ofthe  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union.  The  sum  to  be  appropriated  is  left  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house. 

The  ballotting  for  sergeant-at-arms  was  then  re- 
sumed, and  on  the  7th  ballot.  Air.  Townsend  re- 
ceiving a majority  of  votes,  was  declared  to  have 
been  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Hunt  offered  a resolution  discharging  the 
standing  committees  from  all  business  appertaining 
to  them  during  the  present  session,  except  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  consider  the  several  subjects  re- 
ferred to  in  the  president’s  message. 

A motion  was  here  made  to  adjourn,  which  pre- 
vailed; and,  at  halt  past  5,  the  house  adjourned  un- 
til 12  o'clock  to  morrow. 
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Abolition  candidates.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
of  the  American  and  Foreign  anti-slavery  society,  held 
at  the  church,  corner  of  Houston  and  Thompson  streets, 
New  York,  James  G.  Birney  and  Thomas  Morris,  late 
V.  B.  senator  from  Ohio,  were  nominated  unanimous- 
ly as  suitable  candidates  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  at  the  election  of  1844. 

Abolition  nomination.  The  abolitionists  of  Ver- 
mont have- nominated  the  following  ticket  for  state  offi- 
cers: Governor,  hon.  Charles  K.  Williams;  lieut.  gov. 
Paul  Dillingham,  jr.  esq.;  treasurer,  honorable  Henry 
F.  James. 

Agriculture.  The  legislature  of  New  York  at 
their  late  session  appropriated  $8,000  per  annum  for 
five  years  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  house- 
hold manufactures  inTfiat  state. 

Akron.  There  are  thirteen  pair  of  mill-stones  in 
Akron  grinding  at  this  time  on  an  average  per  day  of 

3.000  bushels  of  wheat.  This  will  probably  fall  off 
some  in  July  and  August,  and  taking  the  average  at 

2.000  bushels  per  day,  which  is  low  enough,  the  num- 

ber of  bushels  of  wneat  will  be  300,000  bushels 
or  60,000  barrels  of  flour,  worth  at  present  prices  over 
$200,000.  [ Beacon . 


American  funds.  London  quotations  of  14th  May’ 


1841. 

Alabama  5 per  ct.  sterling  1S53,  &c.  70  72 

Indian  5 per  ct.  sterling  1863,  65  57 

Kentucky  6 per  ct.  1863,.  about  80 

Louisiana  5 per  ct.  Baring’s  1844,  &c.  SO 

Maryland  5 per  ct.  sterling  1889,  74  75 

New  York  5 per  ct.  1858,  &c.  81  82 

Ohio  6 per  ct.  1856,  &c.  87  88 

Pennsylvania  5 per  ct.  do.  73  75 

Tennessee  6 per  ct.  1868,  about  80 

Virginia  6 per  ct.  1857,  88 

New  York  city  77 

U.  States  bank  shares  £4,  sellers. 


Animal  chymistry.  The  principles  fibrin  and  albu- 
men, which  play  so  important  part  in  the  constitution 
of  the  animal  solids,  are  now,  on  the  authority  ol  Lie- 
beg,  stated  to  be  identical.  M.  Denis  has  communi- 
cated a letter  to  the  academy  of  sciences,  in  which 
Liebeg  states  that  he  has  been  able  to  dissolve  fibrin  by 
a moderate  head  in  a saturated  solution  of  nitre,  and 
the  fluid  has  all  the  properties  of  solution  of  albumen. 

[Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Atmospheric  air.  M.  Thillorier,  a French  philo- 
sopher, has  perfected  an  apparatus  for  congelation,  by 
means  of  which  he  obtains  a degree  of  cold  one  hun- 
dred degrees  below  zero!  He  has  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  liquifying  atmospheric  air.  But  according  to 
the  London  Foreign  Quarterly,  it  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain ibis  has  not  already  been  achieved  by  our  distin- 
guished countryman,  Mr.  Perkins.  He  placed  a glass 
tube  in  the  compressing  engine  under  a pressure  of 
23,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch — and  when  it  was 
taken  out,  there  was  a small  globule  of  fluid  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  glass,  and  no  appearance  of  air  in  the  tube. 
Dr.  Wollaston  and  sir  Humphrey  Davy  considered 
this  the  liquifaction  of  atmospheric  air.  [Bos.  Jour. 

The  ship  William  Brown.  Captain  Harris  of  this 
unfortunate  ship,  with  seven  sailors  and  a young  wo- 
man, (Ehzabetli  Laferty),  were  picked  up  at  sea  by  a 
French  vessel,  having  been  six  days  in  the  jolly  boat 
after  tne  ship  struck  the  iceberg.  Some  of  the  sailors 
were  in  die  hospital  at  St.  Peters,  having  been  frost- 
bitten Two  have  arrived  at  Castine.  Captain  H.  had 
sailed  for  Boston. 


Game  law.  A law  for  the  preservation  pf  game  has 
passed  the  N.  York  legislature.  It  prohibits  patridges 
or  quails  from  being  caught  or  killed  from  March  to 
September,  and  woodcock  from  March  till  July. 

Gas  light  in  log  cabins.  Several  inflammable  gas 
springs  exist  in  St.  Clair  county,  two  miles  southwest 
from  Newport,  says  the  Detroit  (Michigan)  Western 
Farmer,  which  have  excited  considerable  curiosity. 
The  gas  issues  from  borings  made  in  the  earth,  without 
intermission,  and  may  be  set  fire  to,  burning  with  a 
large  arid  steady  flame.  Several  years  ago  Mr  Smith 
discovered  bubbles  of  air  rising  through  the  water  from 
above  a discolored  soil.  Diggings  were  made  and 
tubes  introduced,  through  which  the  gas  passed  in  con- 
siderable quantities.  One  of  these  tubes  has  been 
made  to  pass  up  through  the  floor  of  the  house  where 
Mr.  S.  resides,  and  serves  the  purpose  of  a lamp.  The 
gas  escapes  through  a small  orifice,  and  burns  with  a 
steady  flame  several  inches  in  lengih.  A tube  has 
been  placed  in  the  cellar  to  collect  the  gas  and  render 
the  supply  uniform.  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, who  conducted  the  geological  survey  of  this 
county,  that  this  gas  must  proceed  from  some  conside- 
rable collection  of  bituminous  matter  in  the  vicinity,  and 
may  result  from  the  decomposing  peat,  large  bodies  of 
which  exist  in  a neighboring  marsh.  It  is  a carburet- 
ted  hydrogen  gas,  and  the  same  kind  that  is  often  found 
to  proceed  from  beds  of  bituminous  coal,  and  some- 
times ‘induces  a search  for  that  mineral;  but  we  are 
warranted  in  saying,  that  in  this  case  it  is  not  an  indi- 
cation of  coal,  tor  that  mineral  does  not  exist  in  the 
county.  The  odor  is  slightly  bituminous  and  oily. 

Gubernatorial  nominations.  The  whig  guberna- 
torial convention  met  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the 
3d  instant.  Governor  Sprigg , ofPrince  Georges  county, 
presided.  William  Cost  Johnson,  esq.  was  nominated 
as  the  whig  candidate. 

The  Van  Buren  convention  assembled  on  the  10th 
instant.  General  Tobias  E.  Stansbury  presided.  The 
convention  named  Francis  Thomas,  esq.  as  the  Van  Bu- 
ren candidate  for  governor. 


The  Germ.  The  principle  of  adapting  steam  power 
to  vessels  of  war  begins  to  draw  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  important  object  the  united  talents 
and  energies  of  boih  the  naval  architect  and  practical 
engineer.  Many  experiments  have  of  late  been  tested, 
but  none  with  entire  success:  to  enumerate  all  would 
occupy  more  time  than  the  writer  could  possibly  spare, 
but  he  will  take  the  liberty  to  draw  public  attention  to 
the  value  of  the  above  subject,  and  the  attention  of 
congress  to  the  successful  experiment  made  by  lieute- 
nant William  Hunter,  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  his 
little  vessel,  the  “Germ.’’  This  small  craft  having  the 
following  dimensions,  arrived  at  the  navy  yard,  Wash- 
ington, on  the  2d  of  June: 

Length  of  vessel  52  feet. 

Beam  11  “ 

D raught  of  water  2 “ 

Power  of  engine  6 horse. 

Superficial  area  of  floats  1 foot. 

Velocity  obtained  10  miles  per  hour. 

No  doubt  several  experiments  will  be  made  with  this 
little  vessel,  and  the  results  already  obtained  are  suffi- 
cient proof  of  the  entire  success  of  tnis  plan  for  war 
purposes.  Hoping  from  this  Germ  may  spring  up  fail- 
fruits,  we  bid  it  farewell  at  present.  R.  L.  D. 


Lottery  dealers.  James  Scott,  charged  with  the 
offence  of  selling  lottery  policies,  a device  framed  to 
evade  the  act  of  assembly  against  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets,  was  tried  at  Philadelphia  on  the  29th  ult.  and 
convicted. 


when  the  packets  are  running  fom  Hull  direct  for 
Gottenburen. 

Letters  for  France,  the  German  states,  Switzerland, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Prussia,  Russia,  can  be  transmitted 
by  the  steamers  through  England  without  previously 
paying  postage. 

Prison  discipline  society.  The  annual  meeting  of 
this  society  was  held  at  Boston  a few  days  ago.  From 
the  report  which  was  submitted  we  learn  that  the  whole 
number  of  county  prisons  is  about  420,  and  the  whole 
number  of  prisoners  annually  75,000 — of  which  30,000 
are  in  the  prisons  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Bos- 
ton. The  increase  of  prisoners  in  thirteen  peniientia- 
ries  during  the  past  year  is  86,  being  an  increase  far 
less  in  proportion  than  the  increase  of  population.  The 
mortality  has  been  only  1 in  56.  This  calculation  in- 
cludes the  Philadelphia  penitentiary,  where  the  deaths 
were  1 to  18.  The  number  of  lunatics  in  the  prison  is 
stated  at3S,  of  whom  25  were  in  the  Philadelphia  and  N. 
Jersey  penitentiaries.  The  number  of  annual  commit- 
ments have  greatly  diminished  in  some  of  the  states. 

Steamers.  A London  paper  mentions  that  the 
“British  Queen”  steamer  has  been  sold  to  the  king  of 
the  Belgians. 

The  London  Dispatch  says  that  the  steamer  Presi- 
dent cost  £80,000.  The  commander,  lieut.  Roberts, 
R.  N.  was  a married  man,  and  had  five  children,  who 
reside  in  London.  He  was  a native  of  the  county  of 
Cork,  and  was  distinguished  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
slave  trade  in  a portion  of  the  west  of  Africa,  when  he 
commanded  a brig  ol  war. 

Specie.  Several  gentlemen  have  arrived  at  St. 
Louis,  in  advance  ol  the  regular  spring  caravan  from 
Santa  Fe,  with  $120,000  in  specie. 

The  Havre  packet  which  sailed  from  N.  York  on 
the  31st  ult.  took  out  $125,250  in  specie,  to  pay  for  their 
silks  and  wines,  received  here  free  of  duty,  and  to  pay 
for  which  they  refused  our  tobacco  and  other  products 
without  enormous  duties,  amounting  almost  to  prohi- 
bition. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  of  Pennsylvania  has  declined 
again  and  sold  at  Philadelphia  at  the  close  of  last 
week  at  20g;  Gerard  bank  at  75. 

A shaft.  We  saw  yesterday  the  water-wheel  shaft 
for  the  United  States  steam  frigate  Missouri,  which 
was  lorged  at  the  West  Point  foundary  from  bars  4| 
inches  square,  made  at  the  Ulster  iron  works.  It 
weighed,  before  turned  24.400  pounds.  It  is  now  25 
feet  4 inches  long  and  18  inches  diameter,  which  is  as 
large  as  the  largest  ever  made,  and  does  credit  to  the 
engineer.  [Jour.  Com. 

Tobacco.  The  demand  has  declined  during  the 
last  week  in  Baltimore;  for  Maryland,  inferior  to  com- 
mon $4  to  4 50;  middling  to  good  $5  to  7 50;  good  $8 
to  8 50;  tine,  $9  to  13;  Ohio,  sales  are  quite  limited, 
common  to  middling  $4  50a5;  good  $5  50a6  50;  fine 
red  and  wrappery  $Sul2;  prime  yellow  at  $7  50al0; 
and  extra  wrappery  $12al4.  The  inspections  of  the 
week  comprise  934  hhds.  Maryland;  286  hhds.  Ohio; 
116  hhds.  Kentucky,  and  1 hhd.  Pennsylvania — total 
1,337. 

Tobacco  inspections  in  Virginia. 


1840. 

1841. 

Hhds. 

Hhds. 

31st — Richmond  passed  and 

re- 

fused 

8,802 

9,408 

Petersburgs 

do. 

10,062 

10,300 

Lynchburg 

do. 

5,392 

5,415 

Farmville 

do. 

2.331 

2,619 

Clarksville 

do. 

1,441 

2,128 

All  others 

do. 

575 

750 

“Cheap  bread,  cheap  sugar  and  cheap  timber”  is 
the  battle  cry  of  the  wing  ministers  ut  Great  Britain  in 
the  present  political  contest. 

Court  martial.  A naval  court  martial  is  now  in 
session  at  Norfolk. 

Commodore  Shubrick,  president. 

Captains— Skinner,  Kennon,  Geisinger,  Voorhees, 
Zantzinger. 

Commanders — Webb,  Dulany,  Mayo. 

Henry  S.  Alltnand,  esq.  judge  advocate. 

Crops.  Appearances  at  present,  so  far  as  we  have 
accounts,  promise  abundance  of  grass  and  grain.  Ac- 
counts from  the  south  are  not  equally  favorable  in  re- 
lation to  the  cotton  crop.  It  is  too  early  to  judge  of 
the  tobacco  crop. 

Deaths  during  the  week  ending  31st  ult.  in  Baltimore 
33,  of  which  15  were  under  1 year  of  age,  11  were  free 
colored  and  3 slaves.  During  the  week  ending  the  7 1 h 
inst.  44,  of  which  18  were  under  1 year  of  age,  8 were 
free  colored  and  2 slaves. 

Emigration.  It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce,  that  17,839  passengers  have  arrived  in 
that  port  from  foreign  countries,  since  the  1st  of  January 
last.  During  the  year  1840  the  whole  number  of  pas- 
sengers which  arrived  there  from  foreign  counties  was 
62,797 

Flour.  The  inspections  of  last  week,  in  Baltimore, 
comprises  8,126  barrels  and  1,537  half  barrels.  Prices 
declined  to  $4  87|  from  wagons  and  $5  retail.  At 
Richmond,  country  flour  $4  87 1 a $5;  city  mills  $6 — 
Fredericksburg  family  flour  5|  a $6. 

Fanny  Ellsler  cleared  $65,000  at  the  south.  The 
price  of  hops  is  evidently  raising  in  the  southern  market. 

[Lou  Jour. 


Mail  robbers.  After  a long  and  tedious  trial,  John 
Braddee,  the  mail  robber,  was  convicted  at  Pittsburg, 
Penn,  on  the  4th  instant,  for  three  offences — and  sub- 
sequently two  of  his  gang,  Slayer  and  Corman,  came 
into  court  and  plead  guilty.  One  more  to  he  tried, 
Pinnell.  the  clerk  of  Braddee.  Bruddee’s  sentence  must 
be  from  six  to  thirty  years. 

Oil  trade.  The  vessels  which  arrived  at  the  seve- 
ral New  England  ports  last  week  brought  18,000  bar-' 
rels  of  sperm  and  10,000  barrels  of  whale  oil. 

Omnibuses.  With  all  the  had  regulation  incident  to 
omnibuses  in  the  city,  it  is  confidently  stated  that  a 
well  known  proprietor  on  the  Broadway  route,  who 
commenced  as  a driver  three  years  since,  has  amassed 
25,000  dollars,  and  would  have  made  $40,000  if  he  had 
received  all  that  was  earned.  The  ticket  system  is 
alike  injurious  to  the  proprietor  and  the  customer.  Why 
not  abolish  tickets  altogether,  and  make  the  fare  up 
and  down  6 pence,  cash?  Try  it.  This  change,  with 
the  London  plan  of  "a  deposite  clock  box,”  would  stop 
all  cheating.  The  clock  would  note  the  number  of 
passengers  who  enter  the  stage,  and  prevent  all  disputes 
with  the  drivers.  _ [ N . Y.  Amer 

Professor  Oliver,  owing  to  ill  health,  has  resigned 
the  chair  of  ntalem  medica  ill  Ohio  medical  college. 

Post  office  arrangement.  The  regulations  of  the 
British  post  office  in  relation  to  letters  sent  by  steamers 
through  England  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  allow 
such  letters  to  be  without  the  previous  payment  of 
postage  to  all  the  continent  of  Europe  except  to  Aus- 
tria and  her  territories.  The  Italian  slates,  including 
Sicily,  Spain  and  Portugal 

Letters  for  Sweden  and  Norway  can  be  forwarded 
in  like  manner  during  certain  months  in  the  year, 


Transcendentalism  is  making  quite  a sensation  in 
some  places  east  of  us.  Prolessor  T W.  Alexander, 
of  Princeton,  is  lecturing  on  the  subject  in  one  of  the 
Philadelphia  churches.  The  U.  S.  Gazette  says  that  a 
correspondent  of  a New  York  paper  asked,  with  great 
earnestness  and  propriety,  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“transcendentalism,”  which  is  considerably  used  at 
present  with  reference  to  German  literature  and  its 
-imitators.  He  is  thus  answered: 

“Transcendentalism  is  the  spiritual  cognocence  of 
psycological  irrefragibility  connected  with  concutiem 
ademption  of  incolumment  spirituality  and  elherialized 
contention  of  subsuhory  concretion.” 

There  can  be  no  mistake  about  the  matter  now. 

Two  pleasure  expeditions  are  announced  in  the 
Cincinnaii  papers,  to  start,  about  the  first  of  June,  for 
the  Falls  of  Si.  Anthony , on  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
and  all  intermediate  landing  places.  The  distance  is 
nearly  4,000  miles. 

The  whales  are  evidently  losing  their  senses,  if 
they  ever  had  any.  A few  weeks  ago  a couple  of 
them  went  into  Westport,  near  New  Bedford,  where 
they  ought  to  have  known,  that  they  would  be  “mut- 
toned’’  as  soon  as  they  were  seen;  and  since  that,  two 
more  of  the  deluded  creatures  showed  themselves  lit- 
tle better  than  “deboshed  fish,”  by  running  into  New- 
port harbor  without  one  of  Mr.  Blunt’s  charts;  the  con- 
sequences of  which  may  he  readily  imagined.  One  of 
them  struck  on  a rock,  and  threw  himself  nearly  out 
of  water.  He  hauled  off,  however,  and  went  to  sea 
without  repair.  Great  apprehensions  are  felt  along  the 
eastern  coast  that  he  was  lost,  with  a full  carito  of 
fifty  barrels  of  oil  on  board,  without  a cent  of  insu- 
rance. [Ar.  F.  Cour.  Enquirer. 

Victoria,  queen  of  Great  Britain,  was  22  years  of 
age  on  Monday  last  the  1st  June. 
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FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Great  Western,  steam  ship,  capt.  Hosken,  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  tho  10th  instant,  in  fourteen 
days  from  Liverpool,  bringing  English  dates  to  the 
27th,  ami  Paris  to  the  25th  May.  She  brought 
forty-two  passengers  and  a valuable  cargo. 

The  President  steamer.  A steam  ship  had  been 
seen  by  the  Portuguese  ship  Conde  Palma,  captain 
'Sabino  Antonio  de  Cabo  Almeida,  on  her  passage 
from  Rio  de  Janerio  to  Lisbon,  which  afforded  a 
gleam — and  but  a faint  gleam  of  hope  to  those  who 
had  friends  on  board  of  the  steamer  President.  The 
following  are  extracts  from  her  log  book,  as  given  by 
the  Liverpool  Standard  of  May  26th  : 

“On  April  23,  at  4 P.  M , in  lat.  31.24  N.,  and 
long,  by  chronometer,  40.23  W.  of  Greenwich,  saw 
a very  large  steamer  under  canvass,  without  showing 
her  colors,  or  making  any  signal;  the  paddle-wheels 
were  not  in  motion,  nor  was  any  smoke  issuing  from 
the  funnel.  Next  morning,  the  24th,  at  six  o’clock, 
saw  her  again  under  two  square  topsails  (fore  and 
main)  and  Iatteen  sails,  (foreand  aft,)  steeringNNE. 
The  wind  was  at  east,  with  moderate  weather.  On 
the  25th  the  wind  veered  to  the  NW,  blew  strong, 
which  would  prevont  said  steamer  reaching  the  west- 
ern isles.  The  steamer  had  three  masts,  of  a dark 
color;  not  certain  as  to  the  color  of  the  funnel.  The 
nearest  distance  we  were  to  the  steamer  was  four 
English  miles.  They  showed  no  signals  at  all  in- 
dicative of  anxiety  to  speak  to  us.  Sho  was  pro- 
ceeding at  the  rate  of  from  three  to  four  miles  per 
hour.  She  made  a good  deal  of  lee  way.  We  did 
not  communicate,  but  could  easily  have  done  so  on 
both  Jays.  The  NW.  wind,  which  sprung  up  on 
the  25th,  lasted  for  five  days.  We  viewed  the  steam- 
er through  a telescope.” 

The  following  article  appears  in  this  morning’s 
“Times;” 

Lisbon,  May  17,  4 P.  M.  The  following  is  a 
transcript  from  the  minutes  of  the  log  book  of  the 
Portuguese  ship  Gonde  de  Palma,  captain  Sabino 
Antonio  de  Cabo  Almeida,  which  arrived  at  this  port 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  50  days,  on  the  6th  inst. — 
A general  nope  is  entertained  here  that  the  vessel  in 
question  must  bo  the  long  missing  steam  packet 
President. 

“On  tho  22d  of  April,  at  3 P.  M.,  being  in  lat. 
29°  29'  18'  north,  long.  40°  28'  west  of  Green- 
wich— wind  at  east — saw,  at  about  five  or  six  miles 
ahead,  a vessel  whose  rig  we  could  not  well  make 
out,  steering  the  same  course,  NNE.  The  same 
wind  continued  throughout  the  night,  with  fine 
weather,  but  rather  a rough  sea.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23J  the  same  vessel  was  about  six  miles 
on  the  larboard  quarter,  when  we  could  well  perceive 
her  to  bd  a large  steamer  under  all  sail,  and  making 
no  use  of  her  steam  power.  At  noon,  latitude  by 
observation  34°  24'  36',  longitude  by  chronometer 
40°  20',  she  was  fast  falling  to  leeward;  at  4 P-  M., 
she  was  scarcely  perceptible  on  the  horizon;  soon 
after  the  wind  shifted  to  NNE,  NE,  NNW,  N, 
WNW,  and  W.  and  blew  strong  with  an  agitated 
sea;  this  continued  until  tho  3d  of  May,  when  the 
weather  became  finer,  and  the  wind  veered  from  W 
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to  WSW  and  SW,  which  brought  us  to  the  Tagus 
on  the  6th  inst.’  * 

N.  B. — The  steamer  had  three  masts;  did  not 
show  her  colors,  or  make  any  signal;  nor  did  tve 
show  any.  She  was  going  on  easily  with  all  her 
sails  set,  making  no  use  of  her  machinery,  and  was 
using  every  endeavor  to  beat  to  windward,  but  was 
making  much  lee  way;  tho  funnel  was  painted  white 
and  have  a confused  idea  that  the  vessel  was  painted 
with  a white  streak.” 

The  principal  discrepancy  between  the  two  state- 
ments is  the  color  of  the  funnel.  The  postscript  of 
the  article  in  the  “Times”  states  the  funnel  to  be 
whito — whereas  in  the  oxtractof  the  log  given  above 
it  is  said,  “not  certain  of  the  color  of  her  funnel.” 

Remarks  by  captain  M'Leoa.  Captain  Almeida 
appeared  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  and  willing  *o 
giro  every  information  in  his  power.  I implored  of 
him  to  state  nothing  but  what  was  positive  truth, 
and  he  assured  me  that  all  he  had  said  was  fact;  and 
he  deeply  regretted  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
President  steamer  being  missing,  or  he  would  have 
spoken  the  steamer  he  saw.  On  my  rigidly  examin- 
ing him,  he  declared  that  the  steamer  alluded  to  was 
as  large  as  a frigate.  After  the  the  mast  serious  and 
mature  deliberation,  my  own  opinion  is  that  there 
are  good  grounds  to  suppose  it  was  the  President, 
and  the  probable  reason  for  their  not  communicating 
may  have  been  that  they  had  previously  fallen  in 
with  some  vessel  homeward  or  outward  bound,  and 
transferred  their  passengers  and  received  supplies 
from  her;  and  that  they  were  making  the  best  of 
their  way  to  the  nearest  port  in  the  Western  Islands. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  where  Her  Ma- 
jesty's steamer  Dee  was  on  the  23d  and  24th  days 
of  April,  as  I was  informed  at  Lisbon  that  vessel 
was  on  her  passage  homo  from  tile  West  Indies. — 
When  ascertained  that  it  could  not  have  been  that 
vessel,  then  I am  firmly  of  opinion  that  it  must  have 
been  the  President,  and  as  they  were  then 
in  the  parallel  of  latitude  where  the  trade  winds 
commence,  it  may  be  many  weeks,  from  the  date 
they  were  seen,  till  they  arrive  at  any  port. 

At  the  date  they  were  seen,  their  nearest  port  was 
in  the  island  of  Fayal,  one  of  the  Azores  or  Wes- 
tern inlands,  bearing  from  them  per  compass,  E.  N. 
E.  708  miles. 

The  President  had  three  months’  rations  on  board 
when  she  left  N.  York,  on  the  1 1th  of  March;  more- 
over her  cargo  partly  consisted  of  a large  quantity  of 
flour.  At  Lloyd’s  it  is  considered  extremely  doubt- 
ful whether  tho  vessel  was  the  President,  and  it  is 
thought  more  likely  to  reler  to  the  Dee  steamer, 
which  arrived  on  the  10th  instant,  from  the  West 
Indies. 

The  great  eastern  treaty.  This  deed  which  had 
only  received  the  initials  of  the  five  powers  has  now 
been  fully  settled  by  all  five,  and  most  cheerfully  by 
France.  So  ends  that  noisy  affair. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  principle  topic  is  the  great  movement  in  par- 
liamenlary  tactics  and  struggle  for  place  and  power 
between  the  whigs  and  tories.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  lord  J.  Russell  introduced  a measure  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  sugar  from  64s.  to  36.,  and 
moved  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  question.  Lord  Sandon  opposed  this  with  an 
amendment,  which  aficr  a debate  of  eight  nights, 
was  decided  against  the  ministers  on  the  18th  May 
as  follows — For  going  into  committee,  281 
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Lord  John  Russell  next  day  refused  to  resign  and 
said  thalfhoiniould  reserve  the  great  test  question  of 
the  corn  laws  for  the  4th  of  June.  Sir  Robert  Peel 
iinmodiatey  gave  notice  that,  on  the  27th  of  May,  he 
should  move  that  the  house  had  no  confidence  in 
ministers,  or  in  other  words,  the  poor  of  England 
are  saddled  with  an  extraordinary  tax  on  sugar,  of 
five  to  six  cents  in  the  pound,  more  than  any  other 
people  in  the  world  pay  for  it.  The  duties  on  sugar 
are  to  remain  as  before. 

On  the  evening  of  May  24,  the  house  of  commons 
was  filled  to  an  uncommon  extent — something  was 
expected.  Shortly  after  five  o’clock  the  speaker 
called  upon  sir  Robert  Peel.  Sir  R.  Peel  arose  amidst 
tremendous  cheering,  which  having  subsided,  the 
most  profound  silence  reigned  throughout  the  house. 
The  right  hon.  barouet  said:  I rise,  sir,  to  give 

notice  that,  on  Thursday  next,  I shall  submit  ihe 
following  resolution  to  the  house:  “That  her  ma- 
jesty’s ministers  do  not  sufficiently  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  house  of  commons  to  enable  them  to 
carry  through  the  house  measures  which  they  deem 
of  essential  importance  to  the  public  welfare;  and 
that  their  continuance  in  office  under  such  circum- 
stances is  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion.” [1  he  right  hon.  baronet  sat  down  amidst  tho 
most  tremendous  cheers  we  ever  heard,  and  which 
were  several  times  renewed.] 

The  London  Times  of  the  22d,  says  that  that  an. 
nouncement  in  the  house  of  commons  leaves  no 
doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  ministers  to  dissolve 
parliament  immediately  after  the  decision  of  tho 
corn  law  question,  which  they  intend  to  make  a 
test.  It  is  for  the  conservative  leaders  to  determine 
whether  they  shall  be  permitted  to  carry  this  inten- 
tion into  effect  without  impediment.  And  it  is  for 
tho  conservative  people  to  lose  no  time  in  girding  up 
their  loins  for  the  approaching  contest,  and  to  take 
such  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  as  will  enable 
them  to  follow  up  the  series  of  triumphs  which  have 
hitherto  rewarded  their  efforts  in  and  out  of  parlia- 
ment, with  a signal  decisive  and  universal  victory 
throughout  the  country.  When  the  hunted  wolf 
turns  to  hay  the  chase  is  nearly  at  an  end. 

Chartist.  London  May  26.  In  the  house  of 
commons  last  night,  Mr  Dunconibe  presented  a 
number  of  petitions  one  of  which  was  signed  by 
1,300,000  persons,  praying  for  the  release  of  all 
political  offenders  ; for  a free  pardon  to  Frost,  Wil- 
liams and  Jones;  and  for  the  adoption  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  charter  by  the  house  of  commons. 

Steam  Frigate.  The  town  of  Greenock  exhibits 
at  present  a scene  of  no  common  interest.  Six 
large  frigates  are  now  being  constructed  in  the  town 
or  its  vicinity,  each  of  these  of  about  1500  tons 
capacity,  and  carrying  engines  of  about  500  horse 
power,  being  part  of  the  fleet  of  fourteen  armed  fri- 
gates, destined  in  time  of  need,  to  carry  out  and  dis- 
tribute the  mails  among  the  West  India  colonies. 
Four  of  these  are  to  he  supplied  by  a single  firm  in 
Greenock,  who  deliver  the  ships,  engines  and  equip- 
ments completo  and  ready  for  sea. 

The  queen's  birth  day  came  off  on  the  21st  inst. 
The  day  was  fine.  The  concourse  of  people  in  tho 
park  of  St.  James,  was  immense.  Twenty  one 
guns  were  fired  as  a salute,  one  for  each  year  of  her 
majesty’s  age. 

Joseph  Bonaparte.  The  count  de  Survilliers, 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  with  his  son-in  law,  the  prince 
de  Canino,  and  his  son  Lucien,  and  Messrs.  Mallard 
and  Thibaud,  secretaries,  and  a numerous  suite,  em- 
barked at  the  Brunswick  wharf,  Blackwall,  yester 
day  afternoon,  on  board  the  Fenninsular  and  Orien- 
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tal  6team  navigation  company’s  steamship  Iberia, 
Hir.  E.  Cooper,  comrftander,  for  Genoa. 

O’Connell  has  addressed  a spirit-stirring  letter  to 
his  countrymen,  in  relation  to  the  coming  elections, 
commencing  with  the  quotation: 

“Hereditary  bondsmen,  know  ye  not. 

Who  would  be  free  themselves  must  strike  the  blow? 

Emigration.  Thirty  vessels  have  sailed  from 
Cork  harbor  up  to  the  present  period, this  season, con- 
veying four  thousand  six  hundred  and^ixty-two  emi- 
grants to  New  South  Wales,  and  across  tb%  Atlantic, 
of  these  456  proceeded  to  Port  Phillip,  200  to  Syd- 
ney, and  16  to  Bathust,  New  South  Wales.  Of  tho 
total  number  3,981  sailed  for  America — comprising 
474  to  New  York,  1,010  to  Quebec,  and  2,-197  for 
St.  John’s.  This  enumcration-can  give  no  idea  of 
the  total  amount  of  emigration  from  this  part  of  tho 
country,  as  the  steamers  weekly  convey  passengers 
destined  to  ship  from  ports  in  England;  besides  that, 
many  vessels  sailed  from  this  and  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties, conveying  hundreds  of  emigrants. 

Corn  laws.  All  the  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial towns  aro  holding  largo  meetings  in  opposition 
to  the  com  law,  sugar  and  timber  duties.  The 
cities  and  towns  of  Scotland  are  particularly  active 
on  the  subject;  and  the  forthcoming  elections  will  be 
the  most  exciting  and  important  which  have  ever 
taken  place  in  England,  since  the  reform  parliament. 
Already  many  candidates  are  in  the  field,  in  antici- 
pation of  a dissolution.  Before  our  next  advices 
from  England,  or  very  soon  afterwards,  parlia- 
ment will  be  dissolved  and  all  England  in  an  up- 
roar, There  is  some  talk  of  bringing  Mr.  Hume 
forward  to  represent  Edinburgh  in  parliament. 

Money  market  and  trade.  In  London,  the  hank- 
ers were  decreasing  their  facilities,  and  money  was 
more  difficult  to  be  obtained.  Many  heavy  failures 
had  taken  place,  particularly  in  the  West  India 
trade.  The  exchanges  continued,  however,  favora- 
ble, and  was  good,  somewhat  dearer  in  London  than 
on  the  continent.  This  was  tho  result  of  the  dear- 
ness of  the  currency  in  England,  rather  than  of 
actually  favorable  commercial  balances. 

In  the  manufacturing  districts  the  gloom  and  stag- 
nation of  business  rather  increased  than  otherwise, 
and  working  short  time,  had  become  more  general. 
Tho  cotton  market  had  consequently  suffered  a fur- 
ther depression  of  J a |d.,  with  small  sales.  Many 
failures  had  occurred  in  Manchester.  In  American 
stocks  there  was  no  ‘let  up.’  Few  transactions  had 
taken  place. 

Londan,  May  25.  Money  is  again  in  great  de- 
mand at  the  stock  exchange,  where  so  much  as  6 
percent,  is  paid  for  short  loans  on  stock  or  exchequer 
bills,  and  5 per  cent  for  the  16ih  of  July,  the  next 
account  day.  This  being  settling  day  in  consols, 
bankers  and  capitalists  as  usual  hold  back,  and  thus 
cause  an  artificial  scarcity  of  money  for  a time. 

Tho  openiing  prices  of  stocks  were — consols  for 
money,  89g  to  90,  and  for  the  July  account  90|; 
new  4J  per  cents.  98f  9SJ;  and  exchequer  hills  8s 
to  10s  prem.  [Globe. 

An  utter  stagnation  is  now  rapidly  creeping  over 
every  branch  of  industry,  whether  manufacturing  or 
commercial,  and  whether  in  town  or  country.  All 
kinds  of  testimony  agree  that  in  this,  ordinarily  the 
liveliest  period  of  the  year,  there  never  was  experi- 
enced in  the  memory  of  man  so  general  and  com- 
plete a paralvzation  of  trade. 

Colton  market,  Liverpool,  May  24.  There  has 
been  some  little  improvement  in  the  demand,  but 
tho  wants  of  the  trade  are  still  on  a very  limited 
scale,  and  upon  the  whole  the  market  continues 
without  animation,  and  in  prices  we  have  little  or  no 
change  to  notice.  The  sales  of  the  week  amount  to 
18,040  bales;  300  hags  American  and  100  Surat  be- 
ing on  speculation,  with  200  American,  950  Surat, 
and  150  Pernambuco  for  export,  and  comprise  80 
sea  island  at  14a2ld;  4200  bowed  5§a7Ad;  1750 
Mobile,  Alabama,  and  Tenuesseo  5t,a7^d;  5830 
Orleans  5Ja84d. 


We  have  again  to  report  a moderate  extent  of 
business  in  cotton  to  day,  with  a continuance  of  the 
dull  feeling  which  prevailed  on  Saluarday.  The 
sales  which  include  200  bales  American  and  200 
Surats,  purchased  for  exportation,  are  3000  bales, 
without  any  material  alteration  from  tho  current 
rates  of  last  week,  although  all  descriptions  are 
rather  of  sale. 

May  25.  Tho  sales  to-day  arc  1000  hales. 

Liverpool  porn  market.  May  24th.  Several  pur- 
chases have  been  made  of  United  Stales  flour  in 
bond  at  20s  for  New  Orleans,  and  at  22s  to  23s  for 
prime  brands. 

Liverpool,  May  25.  A parcel  of  Odessa  wheal 
under  lock  sold  at  5s  per  70  lbs  and  4000  to  5000 
bbls.  of  flour  have  changed  hands  at  20s  for  New 
Orleans,  22s  for  Philadelphia  and  Virginia,  and  23s 
per  bbl.  for  prime  western  canal. 

M FRANCE. 

The  Monitcur  promulgates  the  law  relative  to  the 
levy  of  80,000  recruits  of  tho  class  of  1841,  and 
another  granting  a credit  of  2,500,000f,  fertile  pur- 
chase of  cavalry  horses, 

Paris,  May  22.  The  chamber  of  deputies  com- 
menced on  Tuesday  the  discussion  of  the  project 
deloi  relative  to  the  extraordinary  works  which  the 
loan  of  450,000,000f.  is  intended  to  defray.  In  the 
house  of  Peers  the  debate  also  turned  on  extraordi- 
nary credits,  voted  for  1840  by  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties; and  the  creation  of  the  eighteen  new  tegi- 
mcr.ts,  attacked  by  generals  D’Jean  and  d’Ambru- 
geac,  was  warmly  defended  by  general  Cubiers,  the 
minister  of  war  under  the  Thiers  administration. 

M.  Piscatory  one  of  the  doctrinarian  deputies  who 
most  eagerly  espoused  the  cause  of  M.  Thiers,  and, 
subsequently  to  tho  downfall  of  that  minister,  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  his  opposition  to  the  cabinet 
of  tho  29th  October,  had  accepted  a mission  from 
the  latter  to  the  Greek  government. 

La  Presse  asset  ts  that  in  a few  days  a formidable 
squadron,  under  the  command  of  admiral  La  Susee, 
would  sail  from  Toulon  for  the  coast  of  Greece,  and 
that  this  expedition  was  intimately  connected  with 
the  mission  of  M.  Piscatory. 

La  France  state  that  M.  Guizot  had  applied  to  the 
court  of  London  to  unite  with  Franco  in  assembling 
an  European  congress,  but  that  the  British  govern- 
ment had  refused  to  accede  to  his  request. 

Tho  contents  of  the  Paris  papers  of  Monday, 
May  24,  are  of  little  interest.  The  trial  of  Darincs 
and  his  accomplices,  Duclos  and  Considerc,  for  their 
attempt  on  the  life  of  the  king,  commenced  on  that 
day.  There  arc  68  witnesses,  hut  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  accomplices  will  be  found  guilty — the  conviction 
of  Darmes  is,  however,  certain. 

The  comparative  failure  of  tho  late  much  vaunted 
expedition  against  Ab-dcl  Kader  is  ascribed  in  the 
Parisian  journals  to  the  rashness  or  want  of  judg- 
ment of  the  duke  de  Nemours. 

The  Texan  loan.  “La  Prcssc”  states,  that  the 
issuing  of  the  Tt-xian  loan  had  been  received  witli 
such  general  disapprobation  and  distrust,  that  the 
firm  of  J.  Lafitte,  which  had  undertaken  to  bring  it 
out,  and  had  inundated  the  country  with  its  prospec- 
tuses, was  obliged  to  abandon  it.  [Standard. 

Private  accounts  from  Paris  contradict  the  state- 
ment in  «La  Presse”  newspaper,  that  the  house  of 
Lafitte  & Co.  have  withdrawn  from  the  Texian  loan, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  affirm  that  they  arc  proceeding 
with  if,  and  are,  indeed,  hound  by  special  contract 
to  do  so.  [Times. 

GERMANY. 

Berlin,  May  8.  We  are  able  to  give  our  readers 
tho  joyful  intelligence  that  the  convention  relative 
to  the  continuation  of  the  German  customs  union 
was  signed  yesterday,  and  that  several  of  the  pleni- 
potentiaries have  already  left  Berlin  to  return  home. 

[Russian  Slate  Gazette. 

TOLAKD. 

Tho  emperor  Nicholas,  on  occasion  of  the  marri- 
age of  his  son,  has  conferred  some  favors  on  the  in- 


habitants of  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  All  persons 
under  sentence  of  death  have  their  punishment 
commuted  to  imprisonment. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid,  May  17.  Scnor  Olozaga  has  failed  to 
form  a cabinet,  and  the  regent  lias  charged  count 
Almodovar  with  powers  to  try  what  he  could  do. 
At  a cabinet  council  it  bad  been  resolved  that  the 
title  “highness”  should  be  prefixed  to  the  name  of 
the  regent. 

Letters  from  Corunna  of  the  14th  inst.  state  that 
Madame  Mina  had  been  appointed  governante  of 
her  majesty  queen  Isabella,  and  of  her  sister  the 
Infanta,  at  tho  special  entreaty  of  their  mother, 
queen  Christina,  ex-regent  of  Spain. 

DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  PRE  • 
SIDENT’S  MESSAGE. 

FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

Department  of  stale,  Washington,  May  24,  1841. 
Sin:  There  are  two  subjects  connected  with  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Slates  to  which  the 
secretary  of  state  considers  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  president  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  first  is,  the  collection  of  Sound  dues,  or  the 
tax  payable  at  Elsinore,  laid  by  the  Danish  govern- 
ment upon  the  cargoes  of  vessels  passing  through 
the  sound  into  and  out  from  the  Baltic  sea. 

The  right  of  Denmark  to  levy  these  dues  is  as- 
serted on  the  ground  ol  ancient  usage,  coining  down 
from  the  period  when  that  power  had  possession  of 
both  shores  of  the  Belt  and  Sound.  However  ques- 
tionable the  right  or  uncertain  its  orign,  it  has  been 
recognised  by  European  governments,  in  several 
treaties  with  Denmark,  some  of  them  entered  into  it 
at  as  early  a period  as  the  fourteenth  century;  and 
inasmuch  as  our  treaty  with  that  power  contains  a 
clause  putting  us  on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect 
as  other  the  most  favored  nations,  it  lias  been  ac- 
quiesced in,  or  rather  has  not  been  denied  by  us. 

The  treaty  of  1645,  between  Denmark  and  Hol- 
land, to  which  a tariff  of  the  principal  articles  (hen 
known  in  commerce,  with  a rule  of  measurement 
and  a fixed  rate  of  duty,  was  appended,  together 
with  a subsequent  one  between  the  same  parties  in 
1701,  amendatory  and  explanatory  of  the  former, 
has  been  generally  considered  as  the  basis  of  all  sub- 
sequent treaties,  and  among  them  of  our  own,  con- 
cluded in  1826,  and  limited  to  continue  ten  years 
from  its  date,  and  further  until  the  end  of  one  year, 
after  notice  by  either  party  of  an  intention  to  termi- 
nate it,  and  which  is  still  in  force. 

Treaties  have  also  been  concluded  w ith  Denmark, 
by  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Russia, 
Prussia  and  Brazil,  by  which,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions in  their  favor,  they  are  placed  on  the  same 
fooling  as  the  United  States. 

There  has  recently  been  a general  movement  on 
the  part  ol  the  northern  powers  of  Europe,  with  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  these  Sound  dues,  and  which 
seems  to  afford  to  this  government  a favorable  op- 
portunity, in  conjunction  with  them , for  exerting 
itself  to  obtain  some  such  alteration  or  modification 
of  existing  regulations  as  shall  conduce  to  the  free- 
dom and  extension  of  our  commerce,  or  at  least  to 
relieve  it  from  some  of  the  burthens  now  imposed, 
which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  our  trade,  operate,  in 
many  instances,  very  unequally  and  unjustly  on  it 
in  comparison  with  that  of  other  nations. 

The  ancient  tariff  of  1645,  by  which  (he  payment 
of  these  dues  W'as  regulated,  has  never  been  revised, 
and  by  means  of  the  various  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  commerce  since  that  period,  and  ot 
the  alteration  in  price  in  many  articles  therein  in- 
cluded, chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  setllemcnt  of 
Ameiica,  and  the  introduction  of  her  products  into 
general  commerce,  it  has  become  quite  inapplicable. 

It  is  presumed  to  have  been  the  inteution  ol  the 
framers  of  that  tariff  to  fix  a duty  ol  about  one  per 
centum  ad  valorem  upon  the  articles  therein  enume- 
rated, but  the  change  in  value  of  many  of  those 
commodities,  and  the  absence  of  any  corresponding 
change  in  the  duty,  has,  in  many  instances,  in- 
creased the  ad  valorem  from  one  per  centum  to  three, 
four,  and  even  seven;  and  this,  generally,  upon  those 
articles  which  form  the  chief  exports  ot  the  United 
States,  of  South  America,  and  the  West  India  Is- 
lands: such  as  the  articles  of  cotton,  rice,  raw  sugar, 
tobacco,  rum,  Campeachy  wood,  &c. 

On  all  articles  not  enumerated  in  this  acient  tariff 
it  is  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1701  that  the  “privi- 
leged nations,”  or  those  who  have  treaties  with 
Denmark,  shall  pay  an  ad  valorem  of  one  per  cent, 
but  the  value  of  these  articles  being  fixed  by  some 
rules  known  only  to  the  Danish  government,  or  at 
least  unknown  to  us,  this  duty  appears  uncertain  and 
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fluctuating,  ami  its  estimate  is  very  much  left  to  the 
arbitrary  discretion  of  the  custom  house  oflicers  at 
Elsinore. 

It  has  been,  by  some  of  the  public  writers  in  Den- 
mark, contended  that  goods  of  privileged  nations, 
carried  in  tire  vessels  ot  unprivileged  nations,  should 
not  be  entitled  to  the  limitation  of  one  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  but  should  be  taxed  one  and  a quarter 
per  centum,  the  amount  levied  on  the  goods  of  un- 
privileged nations;  and,  also,  that  this  limitation 
should  be  confined  to  the  direct  trade,  so  that  ves- 
sels coining  from  or  bound  to  the  ports  of  a nation 
not  in  treaty  with  Denmark  should  pay  on  their 
cargoes  the  additional  quarter  per  cent. 

These  questions,  although  the  former  is  not  of 
so  much  consequence  to  us,  who  are  our  own  car- 
riers, are  stilt  in  connexion  with  each  other,  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  render  a decision  upon  them, 
and  a final  understanding,  extremely  desirable. 

These  Sound  dues  are,  moreover,  in  addition  to 
the  port  charges  of  light  money,  pass-money,  &c. 
which  are  quite  equal  to  the  rates  charged  at  other 
places,  and  the  payment  of  which,  together  with  the 
Sound  dues,  often  causes  to  vessels  considerable  de- 
lay at  Elsinore. 

The  port  charges,  which  are  usual  among  all  na- 
tions to  whose  poits  vessels  resort,  are  unobjection- 
able, except  that,  as  in  this  case,  they  are  mere  con- 
sequences of  the  imposition  of  the  Sound  dues,  follow- 
ing, necessarily,  upon  the  compulsory  delay  at  Elsi- 
nore of  vessels  bound  up  ami  down  the  Sound  with 
cargoes,  with  no  intention  of  making  any  importa- 
tion into  any  port  of  Denmark,  and  having  no  other 
occasion  for  delay  at  Elsinore  than  that  which  arises 
from  the  necessity  ol  paying  the  Sound  dues,  and, 
in  so  doing,  involuntarily  subjecting  themselves  to 
these  other  demands. 

These  port  duties  would  appear  to  have  some 
reason  in  them,  because  of  the  equivalent;  while,  in 
fact,  they  are  made  requisite,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  the  expense  of  I ghts,  by  the  delay  ne- 
cessary for  the  payment  of  the  Sound  dues. 

The  amount  ot  our  commerce  with  Denmark, 
direct,  is  inconsiderable,  compared  with  that  of  our 
transactions  with  Russia,  Sweden  and  the  ports  of 
Prussia,  amt  the  Germanic  association  on  tire  Bal- 
tic; but  the  sum  annually  paid  to  that  government 
in  Sound  dues,  ami  the  consequent  port  charges  by 
our  vessels  alone,  is  estimated  at  something  over 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  greater  proportion  of  this  amount  is  paid  by 
the  articles  of  cotton,  sugar,  tobacco  and  rice;  the 
first  and  last  of  these  paying  a duly  of  about  three 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  reckoning  their  value  at  the 
places  whence  they  come. 

By  a list  published  at  Elsinore,  in  1840,  it  ap- 
peals that  between  April  and  November  of  that 
year,  seventy-two  American  vessels,  comparatively 
a small  number,  lowered  their  topsails  before  the 
castle  ol  Crouberg.  These  were  ail  hound  up  the 
Bound  to  ports  on  the  Baltic,  w ith  cargoes  compos- 
ed in  part  of  the  above  named  products,  upon  which 
alone,  according  to  ttie  taritf,  was  paid  a sum  ex- 
ceeding folly  thousand  dollars  for  these  dues. 

Having  disposed  of  these  cargoes,  they  returned 
laden  with  t lie  usual  productions  of  the  countries 
on  ttie  Baltic,  on  which,  in  like  manner,  were  paid 
duties  on  going  out  through  the  Sound,  again  ac- 
knowledging the  tribute  by  an  inconvenient  and 
sometimes  hazardous  ceremony. 

Ttie  whole  amount  thus  paid  within  a period  ol 
eight  months  on  inward  and  outward  bound  cargoes, 
by  vessels  of  the  United  States,  none  of  which  were 
bound  for,  or  intended  to  stop  at,  any  port  in  Den- 
mark, except  compulsorily  at  Elsinore,  lor  the  pur- 
pose ol  complying  with  these  exactions,  must  have 
exceeded  the  large  sum  above  named. 

I have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  bring  this 
subject  before  you  at  this  lime,  and  to  go  into  these 
general  statements  in  relation  to  it,  winch  might  be 
carried  more  into  detail,  and  substantiated  by  do- 
cuments now  at  the  department,  to  the  end  that,  if 
you  should  deem  it  expedient,  instructions  may  be 
given  to  the  representative  ql  the  United  States  at 
Denmark  to  enter  into  friendly  negotiations  with 
that  government,  with  a view  of  securing  to  the 
commeice  ol  the  United  States  a full  participation 
m any  reduction  of  these  duties,  or  the  benefits  re- 
sulting from  any  new  arrangements  respecting  them 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  commerce  ol  other 
states. 

Ttie  other  subject,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
secretary,  demands  the  euily  consideration  of  the 
government,  is  the  Germanic  association  or  customs 
union,  established  in  Germany,  and  now  in  success- 
ful operation  tind  r the  leading  auspices  of  the  go- 
vernment of  P.  i This  important  association 
has  lor  us  objects  toe  union  oi  many  of  (lie  German 
states  into  one  body,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
uniform  regulations  of  commerce;  uniform  duties  of 
mportation,  exportation  and  transit;  a system  ol 


uniform  weights  and  measures,  and  a uniform  coin- 
age throughout  all  the  members  ot  the  association; 
objects  resembling,  as  will  be  perceived,  important 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  establishment  of  the 
general  government  ol  the  United  States. 

In  all  these  states  of  the  association  the  greatest 
variety  and  diversity  had  previously  existed.  Each 
had  its  own  circle  of  custom  houses,  and  its  peculiar 
system  of  duties,  constituting  them  in  these  respects 
loreign  countiies  to  one  another.  The  etfect  ot  these 
diversities  upon  trade  and  manufactures  may  easily 
be  supposed  to  have  been  highly  prejudical  to  the 
general  commerce  of  the  country. 

To  Prussia,  who  had  labored  for  years  to  bring 
about  this  commercial  revolution  in  Germany,  chiefly 
belongs  the  credit  of  its  accomplishment.  She  has 
united  the  members  of  the  confederation  in  a treaty 
which  establishes  one  tariff  for  all,  tire  duties  to  be 
collected  on  the  frontiers  of  what  now  forms  one 
great  commercial  league.  The  nett  revenues  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  are  divided  among  the  several 
states  ill  pioportion  to  their  respective  amounts  of 
population,  every  article,  salt  and  playing  cards  ex- 
cepted, having  once  paid  the  duties  on  the  frontier, 
being  permitted  to  circulate  freely  among  all  the 
states  of  the  union  without  any  additional  impost. 

The  treaty  was  concluded  in  1S34,  and  was  to 
continue  in  force  until  the  1st  of  January,  1312;  and 
if,  during  that  term,  and  at  latest  two  years  before 
its  expiration,  the  contrary  should  not  be  declared 
for  twelve  years  more,  and  alterwards  from  twelve 
years  to  twelve  years,  it  lias  recently,  under  these 
provisions,  been  renewed  lor  another  term  ol  twelve 
years.  The  etiect  of  this  confederation  lias  probably 
been  to  give  to  Prussia  and  Germany  a new  weight 
ill  the  political  balance  of  Europe;  but  it  is  princi- 
pally interesting  to  the  United  States  in  its  com- 
mercial tendencies,  and  in  the  hopes  which  it  en- 
courages of  furnishing  air  enlarged  consumption  of 
some  of  the  stable  article  o(  our  production,  such  as 
cotton,  tobacco  and  rice.  The  German  commercial 
and  customs  association  comprises  an  ample  ter/  ilo 
ry  abounding  in  wealth,  industry,  population  and 
resources  of  every  description.  The  states  includ- 
ed in  it  are 

States.  Population. 

The  kingdom  of  Prussia,  . . . 14,271,530 

The  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  . . 4,315,409 

The  kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  . . 1,649,839 

The  kingdom  of  Saxony,  . . 1,152, 114 

The  grand  duchy  of  Baden,  . . 1,277,403 

Electorate  of  Hesse,  . . . 704,700 

Grand  duchy  of  Hesse,  (with  Hamburg),  807,07 1 
Duchy  of  Nassau,  ....  386,221 

The  Thuringian  union,  . . 908,478 

Free  city  of  Frankfort  on  IVlayn,  . 54,000 

Total,  26,027,425 

It  is  understood  that  Brunsw  ick  lias  exhibited  an 
inclination  to  separate  from  the  northwestern  union, 
ot  which  she  is  now  a member,  and  to  join  the  asso- 
ciation; and  the  accession  of  the  grand  duchy  of 
Luxemburg  is  likely  soon  to  swell  still  higher  the 
total  population  of  the  states  thus  united,  winch  con- 
stitutes already  the  most  industrious,  enlightened 
and  prosperous  people  of  Germany. 

Three  of  the  German  states  have  not  yet  acceded 
to  the  association,  but  have  formed  a separate  com- 
mercial and  customs  union,  viz: 

Stules.  Population. 

The  kingdom  of  Hanover,  1,772,107 

The  grand  duchy  of  Oldenburg,  266,536 

The  duchy  of  Brunswick,  251,000 


Total,  2,289,643 

And  a lew  of  the  slates  of  Germany  have  neither 

acceded  to  the  association,  nor  formed  any  special 
union  among  themselves;  these  are 

States.  Population. 

The  duchies  of  Holstein  and  Ltienburg, 

(belonging  to  the  king  of  Detimat  k ),  47  1 ,276 

The  grand  duchy  of  Mecklenburg  Schweiin,  482,925 
The  grand  duchy  of  Mecklenburg  Strelitz,  S9,52S 
The  Hanseatic  cities  of  Luber,  Hamburg 

and  Bremen,  245,500 


Total,  1,289,229 

In  the  accomplishment  of  her  great  political  ob- 
ject, Pnissia  has  been  compelled  to  make  considera- 
ble pecuniary  sacrifices,  her  revenues  from  the  cus- 
toms being  less  than  bclare  the  formation  of  the  as- 
sociation; though  this  falling  olf  has  been  gradually 
lessening,  ow  ing  lo  the  increased  population  and 
prosperity  of  the  kingdom.  The  attempts  made  to 
adjust  and  compensate  this  loss  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful; but  it  is  believed  that  the  difficulty  will  be 
removed  by  allowing  Prussia  to  levy,  for  her  own 
exclusive  benefit,  the  transit  duties  on  cotton  and 
other  commodities,  without  any  material  change  jn 
the  general  system. 


The  nett  revenues  of  (he  association  have  increas- 
ed from  about  12,000,000  thalers,  collected  in  1834, 
the  year  of  its  first  establishment,  to  upwards  of 
20,000,000,  the  present  amount,  exclusive  of  the 
expense  on  collection,  amounting  to  12.)  per  cent. — 
a prodigious  increase,  and  mainly  owing  to  the  ra- 
pidly increasing  prosperity  and  consequently  aug- 
mented consumption  of  the  German  slates  associated 
in  the  league. 

With  Hanover  the  United  States  has  recently 
concluded  a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  minister  oil  lie 
United  States  at  Berlin,  W'ltich  has  been  ratified. — 
The  treaty  differs  from  our  commercial  treaties  with 
Prussia,  tile  Hanseatic  tow  ns  and  Denmark,  by  con- 
fining tiie  indiiect  trade  to  the  pioductions  of  ttie 
kingdom  of  Hanover  and  of  any  other  country  of  the 
contederation  on  ttie  one  side,  and,  on  the  other,  to 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
South  American  continent  and  West  India  Islands. 
It  gives  us  the  right  of  carrying  to  Hanover  in  our 
vessels  the  production  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  North  and  South  American  continent  and  is- 
lands, in  exchange  for  their  l ight  of  bringing  in  Ha- 
noverian vessels  to  the  United  States  the  produc- 
tions of  Hanover  and  the  countries  composing  the 
contederation,  and  may  be  regarded  as  favorable  to 
on r navigation. 

Several  states  of  the  league  have  manifested  dis- 
positions to  form  treaties  with  the  United  States  upon 
a similar  basis;  but  it  is  not  intended,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  policy  of  es- 
tablishing the  principle  of  entire  reciprocity  in  com- 
mercial treaties  with  the  minor  states  of  Europe. 

One  of  tho  advantages  already  acquired  by  the 
negotiations  of  our  minister  at  Berlin  is  a considera- 
ble reduction  ol  t he  duties  on  rice,  which,  tinder  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  1 1th  of 
June,  1S38,  tie  was  instructed  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure. This  important  object  has  been  gained,  and 
the  consequences  as  foreseen,  were  immediately 
beneficial  to  all  parties.  A great  increase  in  the 
impoitation  of  Carolina  rice,  which  took  place  as 
soon  as  the  reduction  of  duty  on  the  article  became 
known,  was  followed  by  a correspondent  increase  of 
revenue  drawn  from  its  increased  consumption  in 
Germany.  The  success  of  this  experiment  en- 
courages the  belief  that  a like  course  in  respect  to 
other  important  staples  would  be  followed  by  simi- 
lar results. 

The  tobacco  duties,  however,  serving,  as  they  do, 
the  two- fold  purpose  of  raising  revenue  and  of  pro- 
tecting the  culture  of  the  tobacco  of  native  growth 
in  Germany,  still  finding  formidable  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  their  removal  or  modification.  The  state  of 
the  negotiations  on  Ibis  subject  up  to  the  session  of 
1839  and  1840  is  sufficiently  explained  in  the  cor- 
respondence transmitted  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives with  the  president’s  message  of  the  14th  of 
April,  1840. 

Several  of  the  states  of  the  Germanic  association 
have  no  natural  outlet  tothesea.  Their  commerce, 
therefore,  is  carried  on  through  rivers  the  months  of 
which  open  to  the  ocean  in  the  territories  of  other 
powers.  This  shows  the  importance  of  the  union  to 
all  the  states  composing  it;  but  as  the  union  itself  is 
not  a government,  commercial  stipulations  and  con- 
ventions must  be  made  w ith  the  states  of  the  union 
in  their  political  capacities.  By  a paper  annexed 
marked  A,  it  will  appear  that  m March  last,  Great. 
Britain  entered  into  a convention  of  commerce  and 
navigation  with  Prussia.  Bavaria,  Saxony,  Wurtetn- 
bur,1,  Baden,  the  electorate  of  Hesse,  the  grand  du- 
chy ol  Hesse,  the  states  forming  the  customs  and 
commercial  union  of  Thuringia,  Nassau  and  Frank- 
fort; and  similar  arrangement  with  these  states  might 
probably  be  accomplished  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Such  being  the  general  nature  of  the  association, 
and  such  our  commercial  intercouise  with  it,  it  be- 
comes matter  of  interest  to  consider  how  far  our  re- 
lations with  its  several  members  might  be  beneficial- 
ly extended,  and  if  it  be  thought  advisable  to  enter 
into  commercial  treaties  with  them  or  any  of  them, 
it  remain  to  tie  determined  w hethcc  pow  ers  for  such  a 
purpose  should  be  conferred  upon  the  minister  of  the 
U.  States  at  Beilin,  orsomc  other  diplomatic  agency 
adopted;  the  general  object  being  to  seek  the  means 
ol  enlarging  the  consumption  ol  the  staples  of  the 
United  Slates  in  Germany,  and  of  securing  all  prac- 
ticable benefit  to  their  navigation. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  subject  of  our  con- 
nexion with  Germany,  which,  though  of  less  conse- 
quence Ilian  lliose  that  have  been  pointed  out,  is  ne- 
vertheless one  which  deeply  concerns  the  numerous 
German  emigrants  who  are  constantly  selling  (heir 
property  to  proceed  to  the  United  States,  as  w'ell  ns 
our  naturalized  citizens,  natives  of  Germany,  inhe- 
riting property  in  that  country.  Throughout.  Ger- 
many tiie  droit  d'aubuine  and  the  droit  dc  detraction 
exist  in  tie:  shape  of  a tax,  payable  on  the  with- 
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drawal  from  the  countiy  of  personal  property  which 
has  been  inherited  by  will  or  succession,  or  which 
forms  the  proceeds  of  real  property  inherited  in  the 
same  manner.  In  the  United  States,  as  all  know, 
no  such  tax  exists. 

It  is  probable  that  an  exemption  from  this  tax 
might  be  obtained  on  the  ground  of  reciprocity. — 
Some  of  the  states  have  intimated  their  willingness 
to  enter  into  arrangements  for  that  purpose.  If 
there  should  be  no  other  reason  for  a formal  con- 
vention, this  particular  object  might  be  effected  by 
a simple  official  declaration,  signed  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  under  the  seal  of  the  department,  certifying 
that  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  Germany  enjoy  this 
immunity  in  the  United  States;  upon  which  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  an  alteration  in  their  own 
laws  would  be  made  by  the  states,  or  some  of  them, 
so  as  to  make  the  right  reciprocal.  The  form  ol  a 
declaration,  such  as  it  is  stated  above,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  English  government,  as  may  be  seen 
by  a paper  hereunto  annexed,  marked  B.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  Ihe  president  of  the  United  States. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  3. — [In  continuation.]  Mr.  Clay  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue”  ought  to  be  forthwith  re- 
pealed, and  that  the  committee  on  finance  be  directed 
to  report  a bill  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  resolution  he  had  now 
offered  was  the  same  in  substance  with  that  moved 
by  him  at  the  last  session.  Its  object  was  a speedv 
repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  system.  It  was  not  his 
purpose  to  discuss  the  resolution:  indeed,  he  hoped 
and  presumed  that  no  discussion  would  be  deemed 
necessary  in  any  quarter,  but  that  the  finance  com- 
mittee would  be  allowed  at  once  to  report  a bill. — 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  come  to  this  session  of  congress 
with  a determination  to  expedite,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  the  public  business,  and,  in  attempting 
this,  to  observe  the  utmost  kindness  and  courtesy 
toward  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  house.  He 
had  not  the  least  desire  to  deal  harshly  with  the 
feelings  of  any;  and  he  would  take  the  present  oc- 
casion to  express  his  deep  regret  and  surprise  that 
a casual  expression  used  by  him  at  the  last  session 
had  been  most  terribly  perverted  by  the  public 
prints — perverted  in  a manner  and  to  a degree  he 
never  could  have  supposed  possible.  In  the  course 
of  some  observations  in  relation  to  the  sub-treasury, 
he  had  said  that  he  would  as  soon  address  an  argu- 
ment on  that  measure  as  attempt  to  convince  a con- 
victed criminal  with  the  rope  round  his  neck  that 
his  conviction  had  been  just  and  right.  But  the  pa- 
pers had  represented  him  as  having  compared  the 
gentlemen  of  the  senate  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion  with  regard  to  that  measure,  as  a company 
of  convicts  with  halters  round  their  necks.  Mr.  C. 
protested  to  Heaven  that  nothing  could  be  further 
from  his  mind  thau  any  such  a thought;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  been  sedulously  desirous  of  avoiding 
any  language  wdiich  could  wound  the  feelings  of 
those  with  whom  it  had  been  bi3  misfortune  to  dif- 
fer. Mr.  C.  was  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing this  explanation,  although  he  felt  very  sure  that 
it  could  scarcely  be  necessary  in  the  view  of  any 
gentleman  of  the  senate  who  had  been  present  at 
the  time.  The  resolution  he  now  offered  proposed 
an  immediate  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law.  He 
was  ready,  however,  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  which  should  cause  it  to 
conform  to  the  wishes  of  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Wright  said  that  he  should  not  interpose  any 
objection  of  time;  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
would  consent  so  far  to  modify  the  language  of  the 
resolution  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law 
in  question,  Mr.  W.  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  that  he  had  not  the  least  ob- 
jection, and  would  modify  the  resolution  accord- 
ingly- Indeed,  this  was  the  more  necessary  since 
he  believed  there  were  some  portions  of  the  law 
which  it  might  be  expedient  to  retain. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  must  confess  his  great  sur- 
prise that  a resolution  like  this  should  have  been 
offered.  The  senate  had  yesterday,  without  any 
opposition,  consented  to  raise  a special  committee 
of  nine  to  express  the  views  of  the  senate  on  the 
entire  subject  of  the  finance  and  currency.  After 
this,  he  thought  it  due  to  a large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  also  ol  the  members  of 
the  senate,  that  that  committee  should  take  up  ihis 
matter  of  the  sub4reasury  as  part  and  parcel  of  the 
general  subject  committed  to  them.  Before  the  se 
nate  was  asked  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury  law,  let 


it  know  what  was  intended  as  the  substitute  to  be 
proposed.  Repeal  involved  substitution.  Mr.  C. 
presumed  that  it  had  been  the  intention  of  the  se- 
nate that  the  select  committee  should  have  the 
whole  subject  of  currency  and  finance  before  them, 
otherwise  it  would  have  been  a most  extraordinary 
course  to  appoint  the  committee,  since  the  subject 
would  regularly  have  gone  to  the  finance  committee. 
Now,  Mr.  C.  regarded  it  as  not  entirely  fair  to  the 
American  people  that  a committee  should  be  re- 
quired to  report  on  the  repeal  of  this  single  isolated 
measure  of  the  sub-treasury,  without  giving  the 
country  to  understand  what  substitute  was  to  be 
proposed  in  its  stead.  Let  gentlemen  come  out 
with  their  project — a Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  pet  banks,  or  whatever  else  it  was — so  that  the 
senate  and  the  country  might  see  the  whole  ques- 
tion to  be  considered.  He  hoped  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  would  not  persist  in  pressing  his  resolu- 
tion. Was  it  fair  that  those  w'ho  considered  the 
sub-treasury  system  as  the  only  constitutional  and 
the  only  expedient  mode  of  keeping  the  finances  of 
the  government,  should  be  called  upon,  at  once, 
without  opportunity  for  consideration,  to  repeal 
that  system  blindfolded,  without  being  told  what 
was  to  follow? 

M r.  Cluy  said  the  senator  could  not  certainly  have 
heard  the  resolution  as  modified,  or  he  never  would 
have  employed  such  language  in  regard  to  it.  He 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  paper;  and  it  was  read 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  had  not  heard  the  modi- 
fication; but,  even  if  he  had,  he  should  still  have 
objected  to  the  resolution  as  modified.  There  was 
already  a special  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  whole  subject  of  a fiscal  agent  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  disbursement  ol  the  public  re- 
venue. He  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution 
specifying  the  duties  of  the  select  committee;  which 
was  read.  Mr.  C.  said  that  this  resolution  certain- 
ly embraced  the  subject  of  the  sub-treasury,  which 
its  friends  considered  as  the  most  perfect  of  fiscal 
agents  that  could  possibly  be  devised  lor  the  ends 
to  be  effected. 

Mr.  Clay.  That  may  be;  but  we  think  no  such 
thing.  Mr.  C.  should  really  have  supposed  that 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  would  have  for- 
borne the  remarks  he  had  made  if  he  had  heard  the 
resolution.  In  a large  and  liberal  spirit  of  conces- 
sion Mr.  C.  had  at  once  consented  to  modify  it  so 
as  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  senator  from  N.  York, 
[Mr.  Wright ],  and  had  put  the  resolution  in  a form 
which  ought  to  have  protected  it  from  remarks 
such  as  the  senator  had  made.  As  to  the  position 
that  repeal  necessarily  involved  substitution,  Mr. 
C.  differed  from  the  senator  entirely.  So  far  from 
this,  if  there  was  to  be  no  substitute  under  heaven 
for  Ihe  sub-treasury  scheme  if  repealed,  he  would 
nevertheless  repeal  it,  and  that  in  deference  to  the 
declared  will  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  — 
But  there  was  no  concealment,  no  mystery  intend- 
ed. Mr.  C.  would  tell  the  honorable  senator,  at 
once,  and  with  all  frankness,  what  he  w:ent  for, 
and  what  he  believed  his  friends  who  acted  with 
him  meant  to  go  lor — and  that  was  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  That  was  the  object  in  view.  But 
as  the  architect,  before  he  erected  a building,  first 
cleared  away  the  rubbish  which  occupied  and  en- 
cumbered the  ground  on  which  it  was  to  stand,  so 
the  friends  of  a national  bank  desired  first  to  re- 
move this  sub-treasury  scheme  clean  out  of  the 
way.  When  they  had  done  that  then  they  were  pre- 
pared to  move  in  the  direct  accomplishment  of  their 
object.  When  they  had  got  a clean  and  fair  sheet 
of  paper  before  them,  then  they  should  be  prepared 
td  inscribe  upon  it  whatever  a majority  of  the  se- 
nate might  deem  most  expedient  for  the  public 
good.  Mr.  C.  again  observed  that  he  had  hoped, 
after  yielding  at  once  to  the  wishes  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wright ],  the  resolution 
in  its  modified  shape  would  have  encountered  no 
opposition  from  any  quarter. 

Mr.  Calhoun  repeated  that  the  modification  of 
the  resolution  had  not  met  his  ear;  but  he  must  still 
object.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  only  al- 
ternative was  the  sub-treasury  or  a bank  of  the  U. 
States;  hence  it  was  that  in  1837  he  had  taken 
ground  against  the  one  and  in  favor  of  the  other. — 
The  senator  had  observed  that  an  architect  pulled 
down  first  and  built  up  afterwards.  This  was  a 
metaphor,  but  metaphors  did  not  always  turn  out  to 
be  sound  arguments.  The  position  of  the  senator 
might  be  true  in  architecture,  but  it  was  not  true 
in  legislation.  The  mere  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury 
would  reinstate  the  pet  bank  system.  The  creation 
of  a bank  of  the  United  States  would  supercede  the 
pet  banks.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution  at 
all,  especially  since  the  avowal  of  the  senator. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  The  resolution  adopted  by 
the  senate  yesterday  for  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee  on  the  subjects  of  finance  and  of  a fiscal 


agent  did  not  cover  this  inattet  of  the  sub-treasury, 
for  the  duties  of  that  committee  rather  looked  to  an 
increase  of  the  revenues;  but  even  if  it  did,  this  act 
of  repeal  was  an  implied  exception.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  most  heartily  concurred  with  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  the  senatorfrom  South  Carolina,  that  the 
only  alternative  before  the  nation  was  the  sub-trea- 
sury or  a bank  of  the  United  States.  Undoubtedly; 
there  was  no  other  alternative.  The  senator,  with 
great  manliness,  had  admitted  this;  so  had  the  other 
senator,  [Mr.  Wright] , on  a former  occasion:  it  had 
always  been  Mr.  C’s  own  conviction;  and  he  was 
most  glad  to  hear  the  fact  so  frankly  admitted  in  that 
quarter.  The  only  alternative,  then  being  a sub- 
treasury  or  a bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  the  people 
of  the  U.  States  having  most  decidedly  and  unequi- 
vocally condemned  and  repudiated  the  sub-treasury, 
it  only  remained  that  congress  should  provide  in 
due  season  a bank  of  the  United  States.  But  this 
was  not  a session  for  talking;  it  was  pre-eminently 
the  season  for  action.  The  day  of  judgment  is 
come,  (said  Mr.  Clay,  with  great  emphasis  and  ani- 
mation), the  day  of  judgment,  I hope,  is  come — at 
least  to  our  political  world. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  when  he  i.ad  before  re- 
marked that  there  was  but  one  alternative  beside 
the  sub-treasury,  he  meant  to  be  understood  that 
political  parties  in  the  country  hadso  rallied  on  these 
two  measures  that  there  was,  practically,  no  other 
alternative.  But  there  were  other  alternatives 
which  might  be  adopted.  The  pet  bank  system 
was  an  alternative,  though,  in  practice,  it  was  but  a 
“half-way  house”  on  the  road  to  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  senator  himself  had  so  desig- 
nated it,  and  had  declared  himself  content  to  lodge 
in  it  for  a year  or  two.  But  Mr.  C had  always 
known  that  it  must  come  to  a national  bank  at  last, 
if  the  sub-treasury  were  once  abandoned.  It  was 
in  this  view  that  he  had  resisted  this  scheme  in 
1837,  and  should  continue  to  resist  it  in  all  its 
stages. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution, 
not  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  sub  treasury  were  re- 
pealed, the  only  other  alternative  must  be  a bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  thought  there  were  many 
alternatives.  rIhe  president  in  his  message  had  in- 
dicated several.  There  were  the  state  banks,  there 
was  a United  States  bank,  as  formerly  organized, 
and  there  was  a fiscal  agent  which  might  be  mark- 
ed with  a very  different  character.  The  removal 
of  the  sub-treasury  would  at  least  narrow  the  field 
of  choice.  If  that  should  be  thrown  aside,  the 
senate  might  sooner  reach  a decision  as  to  what 
should  be  substituted  for  it.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  president,  that  a large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  had  unequivocally  con- 
demned the  measure,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they 
had  not  pronounced  their  will  in  favor  of  any  other. 
The  senator  from  South  Carolina  himself  had  ex- 
pressly admitted  on  a former  occasion  that  the  sub- 
treasury had  been  condemned  by  the  voice  of  the 
nation.  So,  at  least,  he  was  represented  to  have 
said;  for  Mr.  R.  did  not  speak  from  his  own  per- 
sonal recollection. 

Mr.  Calhoun  begged  leave  to  correct  the  senator 
from  Virginia.  The  statement  Mr.  C.  had  made 
was  that,  in  regard  to  the  sub-treasury,  taken  as  a 
sole  and  solitary  measure,  the  people  had  declared 
their  opposition  to  it,  but  then  there  had  not  been  a 
greater  majority  in  favor  either  of  the  pet  bank 
scheme,  or  that  of  a United  States  bank. 

! Mr.  Rives.  Well;  a majority  of  the  people  being 
confessedly  against  the  sub-treasury,  he  did  not  see 
why  congress  might  not,  forthwith,  proceed  to  exe- 
cute the  public  will.  When  that  was  done,  the 
state  bank  question  would  revive,  and  then  it  would 
be  for  congress  to  say  whether  those  banks  should 
hold  the  public  moneys,  or  whether  we  should  adopt 
a bank  of  the  United,  or  should  create  a new  fiscal 
agent.  Without  intending,  at  this,  time  to  commit 
himself  to  either  of  the  three  schemes,  Mr.  R.  was 
prepared  at  once  to  commit  himself,  as  the  nation 
had  committed  itself,  to  the  repeal  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury law. 

i he  question  being  now  called  for  on  the  resolu- 
tion— 

Mr.  Calhoun  proposed  to  amend  it  by  adding  the 
words  “and  to  report  a substitute.” 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  amendment  wmuld  not  be 
made;  and  he  called  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay.  The  amendment  proposes  that  the 
finance  committee  shall  report  a substitute  for  the 
sub-treasury;  that  is,  it  totally  nullifies  the  select 
committee  which  the  senate  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  finance  and  a fiscal  agent  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Woodbury  suggested  whether  it  would  not 
be  expedient  to  refer  the  pending  resolution  to  the 
select  committee  instead  of  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 
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Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  select  committee  stood  on  a 
special  and  peculiar  ground,  and  the  objects  of  it3 
appointment  did  not  embrace  that  of  this  resolution; 
if  he  thought  that  they  did,  he  would  with  pleasure 
adopt  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Walker  asked  whether  the  subject  was  not 
already  before  the  select  committee,  and  whether 
the  amendment  would  not  defeat  that  reference? 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  his  object  was  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  senate  whether  they  intended  to  act  separate- 
ly on  this  subject  without  the  other  matters  connect- 
ed with  it.  There  were  three  sets  of  opinions  in 
the  country — one  for  a national  bank,  one  for  the 
pet  banks,  and  one  for  the  sub-treasury.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  resolution  had  been  distinctly  avowed; 
it  was  the  establishment  of  a national  bank.  The 
sub-treasury  had  just  commenced  its  operations; 
why  not  give  it  a fair  trial? 

[Mr.  Clay,  across.  Because  the  people  have 
condemned  it.] 

It  is  said  there  is  a majority  of  the  people  oppos- 
ed to  it;  and  so,  I believe,  there  i9  against  the  pet 
bank  system,  and  against  a bank  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  resolution  was  adopted,  Mr.  C.  did 
not  care  to  which  committee  it  was  referred. 

Mr.  Walker  preferred  its  reference  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  currency,  &c. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
amendment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows-. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  McRoberts.  Nichol- 
son, Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Woodbridge— 27. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  then  adopted,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  derect- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues.” 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Clay,  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  finances  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  that  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  relates  to  foreign  affairs  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Buchanan  hoped  the  senator  would  defer 
that  motion  for  a day  or  two;  he  desired  to  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  late  correspondence  between 
the  British  minister  and  the  present  secretary  of 
state.  His  impressions  were  very  different  at  pre- 
sent on  the  law  of  nations  from  those  of  that  distin- 
guished gentleman.  He  did  not  know  that  he  was 
correct  in  his  views,  and  if,  on  examination,  he 
found  that  he  was  not,  he  should  most  cheerfully 
yield  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Rives  assented. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  so  much  of  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  commerce  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
communicate  to  the  senate  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
sailing  of  the  United  States  squadron  froni  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  return  of  the  Brandywine,  together 
with  such  official  correspondence  connected  therewith 
as  in  his  opinion  it  may  not  be  improper  to  communi- 
cate. 

Mr.  Sevier  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate  why  general  Matthew 
Arbuckle  has  been  removed  from  his  command  at  Fort 
Gibson,  west  of  Arkansas,  to  Baton  Rouge,  in  Loui- 
siana, where  there  are  no  United  States  troops. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  4.  The  senate  was  called  to  order  at  12 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Sevier,  on  his  revest,  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee  on  private  land  claims. — 
He  asked  for  the  substitution  of  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Fulton,  in  his  place 

Mr.  Clay,  f rom  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed a bill  repealing  the  sub-treasury  law.  Bill  read 
first  time  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  that  it  be  read  a second  time  now. 
Mr.  Wright  objected.  It  was,  after  some  brief  ex- 
planations between  Messrs.  Clay,  Wright  and  Cal- 
houn, by  general  consent,  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  lor  twelve  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

[For  a copy  of  the  bill,  see  page  238.] 

Mr.  Young  presented  a memorial  of  citizen’s  of 
Illinois,  for  a bankrupt  law.  and  a memorial  for  con- 
firmation of  land  titles.  He  asked  for  the  printing 
of  them. 

Mr.  Clay  objected.  He  strongly  deprecated  the 
introduction  of  ordinary  business,  and  he  wished  to 
check  it  at  the  outset.  He  hoped  that  the  senator 


from  Illinois  would  withdraw  his  request  until  next 
session,  when  the  petitions  would  be  presented 
again. 

Mr.  Young  accepted  the  suggestion,  and  with- 
drew his  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  memorials  for  a bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr.  Linn  suggested  that  it  was  desirable  that  a 
rule  or  resolution  should  be  adopted,  lotall}7  exclud- 
ing all  business  except  on  the  subjects  named  in 
the  message.  Such  a resolution  had  been  adopted 
at  the  commencement  of  the  extra  session  in  1837. 

A brief  discussion  followed  on  this  subject,  be- 
tween Messrs.  Clay,  Berrien , Calhoun  and  Hunting- 
ton;  and  the  whole  was  by  agreement  deferred  till 
Monday,  to  give  time  for  the  preparation  of  a reso- 
lution. 

The  senate  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve,  to  meet 
on  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o’clock. 

June  7.  The  bill  reported  on  the  4th  by  Mr. 
Clay,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to  repeal  the 
sub-treasury  act,  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said  he  had  only  a word  or 
two  to  offer  by  way  of  explanation  on  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  and  on  the  consequences  which  would 
result  from  its  passage  into  a law. 

The  first  section  contained  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasury act.  Should  that  repeal  take  place,  the 
state  of  the  treasury,  or  rather  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country,  would  be  this:  it  would  be  under 
the  operation  of  the  law  of  1789  establishing  the 
treasury  department;  under  the  resolutions  of  181(5 
as  to  the  medium  receivable  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues;  and  under  the  law  of  1836  establishing 
what  was  familiarly  called  the  pet-bank  system; 
(but  this  last  law  Mr.  C.  proposed  by  an  amend- 
ment to  repeal). 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  contained  the  re- 
enactment of  one  of  the  sections  of  the  existing  sub- 
treasury law  v\  ith  a slight  alteration  adapting  its  pro- 
visions to  the  present  changed  state  of  the  country, 
and  containing  a new  principle.  Under  the  law  as 
it  before  stood,  embezzlement  of  the  public  money 
was  made  felony;  but  in  its  practical  application,  a 
difficulty  arose.  A public  officer  neglected  to  pay 
over  at  the  proper  time  the  balance  in  his  hands; 
a demand  of  the  money  was  made  by  government, 
and  the  officer  refused;  and  the  question  arose 
whether,  in  such  case,  the  officercould  or  could  not 
be  prosecuted  for  embezzlement?  To  obviate  this 
difficulty  hereafter,  the  present  bill  provided  that' 
the  refusal  of  an  officer  under  such  demand  shall 
be  held  to  be  prima  facie  evidenceof  embezzlement, 
and  unless  the  individual  shall  be  able  clearly  to  show 
that  the  refusal  was  unaccompanied  hy  any  unlaw- 
ful intent,  he  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties 
provided  in  another  part  of  the  bill  against  those 
who  embezzle  the  public  property. 

Mr.  C.  went  on  to  observe  that  should  the  bill 
pass  in  its  form  as  reported,  the  consequence  would 
be  the  revival  of  the  act  of  1836,  establishing  the 
state  bank  system.  He  supposed,  however,  there 
was  no  disposition  on  any  side  of  the  house  to  revive 
that  system — a system  which  had  been  found  in 
practice  so  very  inconvenient,  and  which  would 
now  be  still  more  so  from  the  changed  circumstan- 
ces of  the  country  and  of  the  banks.  By  that  law 
the  secretary  was  prohibited  from  making  any  de- 
posite  of  the  public  money  in  any  bank  which  did 
not  pay  specie  on  demand,  and  also  in  any  bank  is- 
suing promissory  notes  under  the  denomination  of 
five  dollars;  a prohibition  which,  if  enforced  at  this 
time,  would  exclude  him  from  a large  majority  of 
the  banks  of  the  whole  country.  Mr.  C.  said  be 
did  not  introduce  a section  repealing  the  act  of  1836, 
because  he  cherished  the  confident  hope  that  should 
the  bill  pass  into  a law,  it  would  speedily  be  follow- 
ed by  another  bill  providing  for  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  for  some  competent  fiscal  agent, 
such  as  should  furnish  to  the  people  that  which,  of 
all  things,  they  now  wanted  most,  a sound  and  uni- 
form currency.  It  might,  however,  by  possibility, 
happen,  though  he  could  scarce  anticipate  such  a 
thing  as  in  the  least  likely  to  occur,  that  no  such 
bill  might  be  passed,  or,  at  least,  not  for  a Tnonth  or 
six  weeks  perhaps,  during  which  interval  this  law 
of  1836  coming  up  in  revived  force  might  operate 
exceedingly  to  embarrass  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  conducting  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  go- 
vernment. With  a view  to  avoid  both  contingen- 
cies, viz:  either  of  no  bill’s  passing,  or  of  its  passage 
being  delayed,  Mr.  C.  had  prepared  an  amendment 
to  come  in  as  a third  section  of  the  bill  in  the  words 
following: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  of  the  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  puh- 
I ic  money,”  which  passed  on  the  23d  June,  1836, 
except  the  13th  and  14th  sections  thereof,  and  the 
act  supplementary  thereto,  approved  4th  July,  1836, 
entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  passed  23d 


June,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed: 
Provided,  That  this  repeal  shall  not  affect  or  impair 
any  securities  which  may  have  been  taken  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys  deposited  with 
any  of  the  banks  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  nor  any 
remedies  to  enforce  the  said  securities  which  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  prosecuted. 

By  this  section  the  whole  of  the  act  of  1836  would 
be  repealed,  save  the  two  sections  which  provide 
for  the  deposite  of  the  surplus  funds  in  the  treasury 
with  the  several  states;  this  provision,  he  presum- 
ed, was  to  be  considered  as  of  a permanent  charac- 
ter, and  not  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  C.  added  he  did  not  mean  to  say  one  word  on 
the  policy  of  the  sub-treasury  system,  or  attempt  to 
reargue  that  question;  and  if  he  had  not  misappre- 
hended the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  senate, 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  house  were  as  little 
disirous  of  this  as  he  could  be.  Out  of  respect  to 
the  country,  to  the  senate,  and  to  himself,  he  should 
resolutely  abstain  from  again  entering  on  a question 
which  had  been  already  sufficiently  argued,  and 
needed  no  rediscussion  now.  In  saying  this  he 
hoped  that  no  offence  would  be  understood  as  in- 
tended to  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman;  it  was  one 
of  those  cases  which  would  sometimes  occur  when 
a difference  of  opinion  took  place  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  national  legislature,  or  a part  of  them, 
and  the  body  of  the  people  at  large. 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  if  he  had  rightly  under- 
stood the  object  of  the  senator  in  proposing  this 
amendment,  it  was  to  get  clear  of  certain  difficul- 
ties and  restraints  imposed  upon  the  secretary,  in 
consequence  of  changes  which  had  taken  place 
since  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1836.  Certain  banks 
which  could  at  that  time  be  made  the  depositoiies 
of  the  public  money  were,  in  consequence  of  these 
changes  and  of  the  prohibitions  in  the  law,  preclud- 
ed at  this  time  from  being  so  used.  If  this  was  his 
object,  he  might  get  at  it  much  more  easily  by  sim- 
ply moving  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  law  as  contain- 
ed those  prohibitions.  The  law  had  been  passed  un- 
der a thorough  and  general  conviction  that  it  was 
wrong  to  have  the  entire  treasury  under  absolute 
executive  control,  and  for  the  express  purpose  of 
taking  the  public  money  from  under  that  control, 
and  placing  it  under  the  guardianship  of  the  law. — 
But  now  it  was  rimnosed  to  undo  all  this,  to  retrace 
onr  steps,  and  repeal  the  law.  And  on  what  ground? 
Why,  that  in  a few  weeks  a law  would  be  passed 
establishing  a bank  of  the  United  States;  so  that, 
if  that  expectation  should  fail  and  no  such  law 
should  pass,  then  the  entire  public  treasure  would 
be  left,  as  it  was  before  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
1836,  under  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  executive! 

[Here  Mr.  Clay  gave  signs  of  dissent.] 

The  gentleman  shakes  his  head.  Under  what 
control  then  will  it  be? 

Mr.  Clay.  Under  the  law  of  1789. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  Well,  I will  go  back  most  cheer- 
fully to  the  law  of  1789.  If  that  is  the  meaning  of 
the  senator,  let  him  move  an  amendment,  (or  if  not, 
I will  do  it),  declaring  that  the  law  of  1789  is  here- 
by revived.  It  declares  that  the  revenue  shall  be 
received  in  gold  and  silver  ciily,  and  shall  De  kept 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  never  had  alluded  to.  the  subject 
of  a metallic  medium,  or  of  any  manner  in  which 
the  dues  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  paid.  He 
had  merely  said  that  should  the  sub-treasury  law 
be  repealed,  the  country  would  be  under  the  law  of 
1.789,  under  the  resolutions  of  1816,  and  under  the 
law  qf  1-836  unless  .that  should  be  repealed.  What 
he  meant  to  say  was,  that  under  the  principles  now- 
revived.  as  to  the  powers  of  the  president,  the  act 
of  1789  would  operate  as  a complete  security  to  the 
treasury  till  a new  law  should  be  enacted. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that,  as  to  that,  the  law  of  1789 
was  as  much  in  force  in  1S36,  when  the  law  was 
passed  to  regulate  the  deposites,  as  it  was  now;  and 
yet  president  Jackson  himself  admitted  that  the 
public  money  was  left  absolutely  under  executive 
control,  and  that  this  state  of  things  ought  not  to 
continue.  Did  gentlemen  now  propose  at  one  blow 
to  undo  vyhat  it  had  cost  such  strenuous  efforts  and 
so  much  prolonged  and  excited  discussion  to  agree 
upon?  And  on  what  ground?  Simply  because  a 
part  of  the  law  of  1836  would,  at  this  time,  impose 
inconvenient  and  embarrassing  restrictions.  Well, 
if  that  wa3  the  case,  why  not  simply  repeal  so  much 
of  the  law  as  imposed  these  restrictions?  Jf  the  se- 
nator wanted  to  go  back  to  the  law  of  1789,  it  was 
what  Mr.  C.  himself  earnestly  desired.  But  hisob- 
ject  now  was  to  record  his  objections  to  the  amend- 
ment as  proposed;  and  with  this  view  he  demanded 
the  yeas  aqd  nays. 

And  they  were  ordered  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
to  recall  to  mind  what  were  the  assertions  of  exe. 
cqtive  power  advanced  by  general  Jackson  and  his 
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friends  in  1836.  The  removal  of  the  deposites  in 
1833,  taken  in  connexion  with  gen.  Jackson’s  alleg- 
ed right  to  remove  any  secreiary  of  the  treasury 
who  opposed  that  measure,  went  the  whole  length 
of  making  a secretary  ol  the  treasury  the  mere  crea- 
ture of  the  executive  will.  This  doctrine  Mr.  C. 
and  those  who  then  acted  with  him  utterly  and  stre- 
nuously denied;  and  he  denied  it  still.  The  power 
assumed  by  president  Jackson  over  the  public  mo- 
ney and  over  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  with- 
out law  and  against  law,  and  wholly  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical.  But  he  would  not  now  revive  that  dis- 
cussion. Under  such  principles,  the  treasury  was 
at  the  absolute  mercy  oi'lhe  executive.  The  whole 
doctrine  and  the  whole  proceeding  was  against  the 
law:  and  he  had  no  doubt,  could  the  question  have 
been  brought  before  a judicial  tribunal,  the  secre- 
tary might  have  been  convicted  before  any  court  in 
the  country.  Mr.  Clay  had  considered  the  law  of 
1789  as  always  in  force:  the  union  of  the  purse  and 
the  sword  was  in  the  face  of  that  law.  These  had 
been  their  principles  then,  and  they  were  their 
principles  now.  If  opposite  principles,  indeed,  pre- 
vailed at  this  day,  as  they  had  in  1836,  if  there  were 
now  any  danger  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  by 
the  executive  mandate,  and  the  repetition  of  the 
specie  circular,  then  it  might  be  dangerous  to  re- 
peal this  law  of  1836:  but  such  was  not  the  case; 
and  if  the  law  of  1836  were  repealed,  the  law  of 
1789  would  immediately  revive,  and  in  union  with 
the  resolutions  of  1816  would  prescribe  the  duties 
of  government  in  relation  to  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  Benton  went  into  a revision  of  some  of  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  and  accompanied  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  in  1833.  He  adverted  to  the 
strong  language  then  employed  by  those  who  oppos- 
ed that  measure,  declaring  that  the  public  money 
was  in  the  lawless  possession  of  the  executive.  He 
reminded  the  senate  of  the  repeated  messages  of 
president  Jackson,  inviting  congress  to  regulate  the 
subject  by  law;  and  then  referred  to  the  enactment 
of  the  law  of  1836,  and  the  effects  of  that  law;  but 
what  was  proposed  now?  To  repeal  the  law  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen,  and  remit  the  public  treasure  to 
the  “lawless  custody  of  the  executive.”  As  to  the 
law  of  1789,  it  had  been  just  as  much  in  force  it) 
1836  as  if  povv,  yet  these  gentlemen  (hen 
li'Cm  uay  to  day,  that  the  money  was  in 
the  lawless  control  of  the  president.  Mr.  B.  con- 
tended that,  except  the  law  of  1836,  there  was  no 
law  to  regulate  the  custody  and  management  of  the 
public  treasure.  But  it  was  said  that  there  was  no 
need  ot  the  law  now,  because  those  in  power  held 
principles  which  would  prevent  them  from  any 
improper  use  of  the  public  money,  they  were  a 
different  sort  of  people;  and  therefore  they  needed 
no  law  to  regulate  their  conduct.  This,  Mr.  B. 
said,  was  the  very  first  time,  during  the  twenty 
years  he  had  had  a seat  in  that  house,  that  he  had 
heard  such  a doctrine  brought  forward.  It  was  the 
first  time  he  had  heard  that  there  was  to  he  a diffe- 
rence made  between  men  in  the  making  of  the 
laws  of  the  land;  that  laws  were  necessary  to  go- 
vern one  set  of  men,  but  not  another;  that  the 
principles  of  one  set  of  public  officers  were  so 
pure  that  they  needed  no  laws  to  govern  them.  He 
called  upon  the  senate  to  put  the  brand  of  its  re- 
probation  upon  doctrines  like  this.  He  should,  at 
all  events,  record  his  dissent  from  them. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  go  at 
large  into  the  argument.  He  only  wished  the  se- 
nate to  understand  that  it  was  now  proposed,  with- 
out the  least  necessity,  to  return  back  to  that  state 
bi  tilings  which  preceded  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
1836.  He  had  himself  differed  from  general  Jack- 
son  in  loto,  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites;  but  he  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that 
it  had  been  his  deliberate  opinion  that,  when  the 
public  moneys  lay  in  the  banks  of  the  states  unre- 
gulated by  law,  they  were  in  a wrong  condition. 
In  confirmation  of  this  position,  Mr.  C.  called  lor 
the  reading  of  an  executive  message  calling  the  at- 
tention of  congress  to  this  subject;  [which  was  read 
accordingly] . 

In  conformity  with  this  recommendation,  the 
law  of  1836  had  been  passed  almost  unanimously; 
yet  now  an  amendment  was  proposed  which  went 
to  put  back  the  public  money  exactly  where  it  had 
been  before,  giving  the  president  discretionary 
power  to  say  in  what  bank  it  should  be  kept,  and 
when  and  whither  it  should  be  removed.  Save  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  from  tile  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  general  Jackson  himself  claimed  no 
power  beyond  this.  The  pretext  he  had  already 
stated,  hut  the  whole  difficulty  could  be  removed 
by  repealing  the  5th  section  of  the  law  which  cre- 
ated certain  disabilities  which  would  now  operate 
very  inconveniently.  Under  this  view,  Mr.  C. 
would  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking 
out  all  but  the  enacting  words,  and  inserting  as  a 
substitute  the  following: 


That  so  much  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  23d  i 
dune,  1836,  as  provides  that  no  hank  shall  ho  se- 
lected or  continued  as  a place  of  deposife  of  the 
public  money,  which  shall,  afler  the  4th  of  July, 
1836,  "issue  or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  $5;  and  that  no  notes  or  bills  of 
any  bank  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due 
to  the  United  States  which  shall,  after  the  said  4th 
of  July,  1836,  issue  any  note  or  hill  of  a less  deno- 
mination than  $5,  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

This  would  meet  the  whole  objection,  without 
leaving  the  public  treasure  at  the  executive  control. 
Mr.  C.  had  all  respect  for  the  executive,  hut  he 
would  not  consent  to  leave  the  treasury  at  his  dis- 
posal for  two  <lays,  much  less  for  a month  or  six 
weeks.  The  senator  from  Kentucky,  indeed,  said 
that  the  law  of  1789  would  be  still  in  force.  No- 
thing, certainly,  would  gratify  Mr.  C.  more  than  a 
return  to  the  provisions  of  that  law;  it  might  very 
truly  be  called  a sub-treasury  act;  it  declared  that 
the  public  funds  shall  be  kept  by  a treasurer,  and 
received  in  gold  and  silver  only.  But,  by  what 
process  he  would  not  now  say,  that  law  had  be- 
come a dead  letter.  Could  it  be  revived,  nothing 
would  gratify  Mr.  C.  in  a higher  degree.  But  he 
would  ask  gentlemen  if  all  which  had  passed  to-day 
on  this  subject  did  not  go  to  prove  that,  as  he  had 
at  first  maintained,  the  sub-treasury  law  ought  to 
remain  in  force  till  some  substitute  for  it  was  pro- 
vided ? It  might,  in  architecture,  do  very  well  to 
take  down  one  building  before  you  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  another,  but  this  did  not  hold  in  legislation. 
Why  not  leave  the  sub-treasury  law  as  it  stood  till 
some  other  measure  could  be  agreed  on  ? Could  it 
be  from  personal  feeling? — from  party  triumph? 
Why  re-unite  the  purse  and  the  sword  alter  so 
loudly  denouncing  that  union? 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Calhoun  having  now 
been  read  at  the  secretary’s  table — 

Mr.  Rives  addressed  the  senate.  The  effect  ol 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  be  to  nullify,  to  a great  extent,  the 
action  of  the  senate.  The  sub-treasury  law  had  in 
it  two  features  peculiarly  odious.  One  was  the  re- 
quirement to  collect  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  the  olher  to  place  the  money  thus  collected  in 
the  custody  of  executive  agents.  But  was  not  the 
effect  of  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky to  re-establish  the  sub-treasury  law,  at  least 
in  one  of  these  odious  features  ? It  gave  the  per- 
sonal custody  of  the  public  treasure  to  executive 
officers.  Mr.  R.  here  reverted  to  the  objections 
which  had  been  urged  against  Ibis  state  of  things 
after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  previous  to 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  1S36.  The  law  of  1789 
was  as  much  in  force  then  as  now.  And  where  did 
it  place  the  public  treasure  ? In  the  custody  ot  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States.  And  who  was  he? 
An  executive  officer,  removable  at  t he  pleasure  ol 
the  president  of  the  Uniled  States,  and  exercising 
the  privilege  of  selecting,  according  to  his  own  dis- 
crelion,  the  depositories  where  the  moneys  were  to 
be  placed,  and  when  so  placed  they  were  held  to  be, 
constructively,  in  the  custody  of  the  treasury  itself. 
And  what  guaranty  had  the  country  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  hinds  so  disposed  of?  None  but  the  trea- 
surer’s bond  of  $ 150,000 . Who  could  consider 
the  public  funds  safe  under  such  a security?  If 
this  state  of  things  must  recur,  surely  there  would 
at  least  be  needed  a stronger  security  than  this. 

Mr.  R,  insisted  that  Ihe  proper  course  at  this 
time  was  simply  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury  law, 
and  then  stop  till  they  could  agree  upon  some  or.e 
of  the  several  substitutes  which  had  been  suggested. 
Of  these  (here  were  at  least  three  to  choose  out  of: 
first,  the  state  banks;  secondly,  a bank  of  the 
United  Stales  on  the  old  plan  ; or,  lastly,  a new 
fiscal  agent.  For  his  own  part,  he  believed  that 
the  people  of  the  United  .States  would  even  prefer 
to  see  the  public  money  kept  in  the  state  banks, 
provided  they  were  restricted  to  such  as  paid  spe- 
cie, to  having  them  put  under  the  discretion  of  the 
executive.  There  were  many  banks  which  still 
continued  to  redeem  their  notes.  The  senator  from 
Kentucky  seemed  to  desire  not  only  to  put  down 
Ihe  sub-treasury  law,  but,  by  the  same  blow,  to 
prostrate  the  state  banks,  and  any  other  fiscal  agenl; 
so  that  nothing  should  remain  to  he  adopted  but  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  He  hoped  the  senator 
would  consent  to  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  surrender  the 
measure  tie  had  proposed,  and  to  which  there  were 
so  many  serious  objections. 

Mr.  Mangum  thought  there  was  in  the  senate 
much  unnecessary  excitement  on  this  matter;  gen- 
tlemen seemed  disposed  to  look  at  it  rather  as  dia- 
lecticians than  in  that  point  of  view  in  which  it 
would  be  looked  at  by  the  public.  lie  thought 
there  was  no  real  difference  between  the  views  ol 
the  committee  of  finance  and  tbo9e  of  the  gentle- 


man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives).  If  Ihe  sub  trea- 
sury should 'he  repealed,  the  country  would  he 
thrown  upon  Ihe  law  of  1S36;  hut  the  provisions  of 
that  law  were  snch  I hat  scarce  a depository  could 
he  used  ol  all  that  were  in  the  United  States.  Ol 
the  fifty  banks  ol  New  England,  there  was  scarce 
one  that  did  not  issue  bills  under  Ihe  denomination 
of  five  dollars.  It  was,  therefore,  a new  question 
of  convenience,  during  the  short  period  between  Uie 
repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law  and  the  adoption  of 
a substitute;  for  they  did  not  mean  to  stop  at  the 
“half-way  house.”  They  desired  Ihe  establish- 
ment of  a hank  of  the  United  States;  but,  if  that 
should  fail,  (which  he  could  not  suppose,)  still  they 
had  no  intention  of  adjourning  without  placing  the 
public  moneys  under  the  custody  of  law.  The  in- 
ference, therefore,  was  not  to  be  drawn,  that  there 
was  any  idea  of  abandoning  (he  principles  con- 
tended for  in  1836.  The  only  question  was,  whe- 
ther they  should  abandon  the  law  of  1836  for  a few 
weeks,  till  a final  law  could  he  agreed  on,  or  should 
leave  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  struggle  with 
all  the  embarrassments  which  must  beset  him  should 
that  law  be  revived  ? A short  lime  would  settle  the 
question;  and  then,  if  no  bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  other  fiscal  agent,  could  be  agreed  upon,  the  pub- 
lic money  must  be  placed  in  the  slate  banks,  sub- 
ject to  regulations  to  be  provided  by  law. 

Mr.  Barrow  said  that  he  certainly  had  not  under- 
stood the  political  discussions  of  the  last  ten  years 
if  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1836  would  not  place  Hie 
nation  in  the  very  condition  which  the  whig  party 
had  so  loudly  and  strenuously  deprecated.  He 
could  not  concur  in  Ihe  view  expressed  by  the  se- 
nator from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mangum).  It 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
whig  party  to  fall  back  on  the  law  of  1836,  than  to 
allow  the  public  deposites  to  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  executive  even  (or  a single  day.  Alter  all  he 
had  been  telling  the  people  of  his  dislrict  for  ten 
years  past,  he  never  could  consent  to  adopt  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  would  prefer  even  the  continuance  of  the  sub- 
treasury  law  to  this  so  loudly  deprecated  union  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword.  He  had  great  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  his  political  friends,  and  was  disposed 
to  defer  to  it  when  he  could  without  a sacrifice  of 
principle,  but  he  could  not  follow  their  lead  in  a 
measure  like  this. 

When  the  deposites  were  removed,  the  whole 
American  people  united  in  the  demand  to  have 
them  placed  under  tfie  regulation  of  law,  and  it  was 
in  consequence  of  that  demand  that  the  law  of  1836 
had  been  passed.  He  was  aware  that  the  law  could 
not  be  carried  out  in  its  present  form,  since  a large 
portion  of  the  banks  did  not  now  pay  specie;  but  he 
would  rather  alter  the  law  so  as  to  allow  the  public 
money  to  be  placed  even  in  such  banks  than  have 
it  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  executive,  for  him  to 
say  where  it  should  be  put  and  when  it  should  be 
withdrawn.  He  was  in  lavor  of  allowing  time  for 
further  deliberation;  (lie  subject  was  more  compli- 
cated than  some  gentlemen  imagined.  He  would 
rather  revive  the  law  of  ’36  hi  lolo  than  leave  the 
public  money  for  thirty  or  sixty  days  at  executive 
discretion.  When  the.  Uniled  States  hank  was  re- 
chartered in  1816,  the  law  of  1789  was  repealed, 
and  new  directions  w’ere  given  lor  the  control  of 
the  public  money.  Tffe  removal  of  the  deposites 
in  1833  was  not  a repeal  ol  the  law  of  1816,  but  a 
nullification  of  it.  Mr.  B.  said  that  if  he  was  forced 
to  vote  now,  he  must  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun).  He 
differed  from  some  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
house;  but  lie  preferred  at  present  the  simple  repeal 
of  the  sub  treasury  law.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
people  of  Louisiana  had  so  much  distrust  lor  hanks 
as  some  people  imagined. 

Mr.  Preston  said  that  t ho  only  real  question  was 
one  ot  time.  All  agreed  that  it  was  proper  Ihe  pub- 
lic treasure  shotfhl  not  he  left  without  Ihe  conlrol 
of  law:  and  there  was  bill  little  difference  as  to  a 
further  step,  viz:  whether  it  should  not  be  put  un- 
der further  control  than  by  the  law  of  1789:  for  it 
had  been  conceded,  in  the  discussions  of  1816,  that 
Ihe  state  of  the  public  moneys  was  not  sate,  though 
they  were  slill  under  the  law  of  1789.  He  presum- 
ed, that  if,  whether  then  or  now,  it  was  proposed  to 
re-enact  the  naked  law  of  17S.9,  there  would  he  a 
general  if  not  urrivefsal  objection  to  it.  The  gene- 
ral direction  to  a treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the 
public  money  was  not  a sufficient  separation  of  it 
from  executive  control,  so  long  as  that  officer  might 
himself  be  removed  by  the  president.  The  law  of 
1836  had  passed  by  an  unusually  large  major  ily:  it 
was  passed  in  response  to  calls  frorh  tne  executive; 
and  though  not  intended  as  a permanent  provision 
on  the  subject,  it  was  at  leasl  better  than  the  law  of 
1789.  Acting  on  the  principles  then  avowed,  vve 
should  proceed  with  great  caution.  .None  of  those 
on  hi?  side  ot  tire  house  intended  to  leave  the  pub- 
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lie  treasure  without  the  guardianship  of  law.  Yet 
they  ought  to  move  cautiously  and  scrupulously. — 
Not  that  he  believed  the  state  hank  system  had  had 
a full  and  fair  experiment.  No  system  could  have 
done  otherwise  than  (ail  under  such  auspices.  Yet 
lie  did  not  concur  with  his  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina that  the  public  funds  should  remain  under  ex- 
ecutive control  for  any  time  at  all.  He  thought 
they  ought  not  to  remove  one  restraint  till  they  im- 
posed another  in  its  place:  they  should  not  untie  the 
executive  hands  till  they  had  another  cord  prepared 
to  bind  them.  He  concurred  with  those  who  de- 
sired the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law.  He  had 
always  been  opposed  to  it.  He  had  thought  it  bet- 
ter to  abide  under  the  law  of  1836  than  to  rush  into 
an  untried  and  doubtful  experiment.  He  thought 
so  still;  and  would  rather  go  back  to  that  law  with 
all  its  imperfections  on  its  head  than  confer  on  (ho 
executive  the  discretionary  control  of  the  public 
moneys  for  any  period,  however  biief.  It  seemed 
to  be  demanded,  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  that 
the  sub-treasury  be  repeated.  He  concurred  with 
that  voice;  and  though  he  should,  for  himself,  have 
preferred  a repeal  only  of  the  specie  clause,  leaving 
the  residue  of  the  machinery  untouched,  he  submit- 
ted to  the  expression  of  the  public  will.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  not  be  insisted  on. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  veiy  indifferent  to  the  fate 
of  the  amendment,  but  he  thought  that  gentlemen 
hail  not  quite  done  him  justice  while  urging  their 
objections  to  it.  For,  in  the  first  place,  the  law  of 
1836  did  no  more  put  the  public  deposites  under 
the  control  of  law,  according  to  the  doctrine  main- 
tained and  insisted  on  by  general  Jackson,  than  the 
act  of  1816.  What  was  that  doctrine?  That  every 
executive  officer  is  bound  to  conform  to  the  ordeis 
of  the  presjdetd,  and  if  he  refuses  to  do  so,  the 
president  may  remove  him.  Apply  this  to  the  law 
of  1836.  How  were  the  depositories  to  be  selected 
in  which  to  place  the  public  moneys?  By  the  head 
of  the  department;  but  unless,  in  making  this  se- 
lection, he  conformed  himself  to  the  pleasure  ot 
Andrew  Jackson,  he  would  be  forthwith  dismissed. 
It  was,  then,  perfectly  idle  to  talk  of  any  system 
being  efficacious  in  removing  the  deposites  from 
under  the  control  of  such  a man.  By  the  power 
he  could  ever  exert  over  his  subordinates,  he  could, 
at  any  time,  remove  or  continue  the  public  funds 
among  the  banks  just  as  he  pleased. 

Now  look  at  the  contingencies  that  would  pre- 
sent themselves  should  the  law  of  1S36  be  con- 
tinued in  forcer  His  friend  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
Burrow)  had  said  that  he  would  prefer  to  have  the 
public  money  placed  even  in  non  specie-pay'ing 
banks  to  leaving  it  under  executive  control.  But 
the  law  of  1S36  would  not  allow  the  secretary  to 
place  it  there.  What  would  be  the  operation  of 
rejecting  the  amendment?  To  revive  a paralytic, 
more  than  half  of  whose  limbs  were  wholly  desti- 
tute of  ali  power  of  action.  All  the  banks,  or 
nearly  all,  in  the  United  States  south  of  N.  York, 
(or  perhaps  south  of  New  Jersey),  had  suspended 
specie  payments,  so  that  if  the  law  were  revived 
the  discretion  of  the  executive  would  still  remain 
as  to  all  these  banks,  li  the  state  bank  system 
must  be  revived,  it  ought  to  be  so  revived  as  to  be- 
come operative  over  all  the  union.  As  things  now 
stood,  it  would  have  no  effect  whatever  throughout 
four- fifths  of  the  union,  in  point  of  territory,  and 
perhaps  three-fourths  in  point  of  population.  Did 
gentlemen  want  to  resuscitate  such  a rickety,  half- 
alive  thing  as  this?  He  presumed  not.  Therefore, 
he  repeated,  if  this  law  was  to  come  into  existence, 
it  must  undergo  a complete  revision.  But  ifpub- 
lic  opinion  was  to  be  respected  in  congress,  what 
had  it  decided?  Two  things:  first,  it  had  condemn- 
ed the  state  bank  system,  either  as  a system  for  the 
convenience  of  the  government  or  lor  the  good  of 
the  people;  and  still  more  emphatically  had  it  con- 
demned the  sub  treasury  law.  Public  sentiment  be- 
ing against  both,  Mr.  C.  was  for  repealing  both;  and 
he  was  equally  against  revivingajaw  which  must  be 
inoperative  as  respects  two-thirds  of  the  union. 

What  objection  could  there  be  to  the  amendment? 
All  admitted  that  there  might  be  a necessity  for 
lurther  legislation;  if  a bank  or  other  suitable  fiscal 
agent  should  be  appointed,  the  law  would  contain 
directions  to  the  secretary  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  public  deposites.  But  if  the  law  of  1336  was 
to  be  revived,  gentlemen  must  remember  that  its 
provisions  must  be  changed,  since  tbeie  had  been 
two  suspensions  since  it  had  been  first  enacted.  If 
the  law  should  pass,  with  the  amendment,  the  sub- 
treasury would  be  abolished,  together  with  the  law 
ot  1836,  and  the  country  be  placed  under  the  law  of 
178!),  as  it  had  been  when  tiie  deposites  were  or- 
dered to  be  placed  in  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  law  had  revived  on  the  discontinu- 
ance ot  the  first  bank,  as  it  had  again  revived  at 
the  discontinuance  of  the  second,  and  as  it  con- 


tinued till  1836.  What  would  be  the  practical 
course  of  things?  The  secretary  ot  the  treasury 
would  make  his  deposites  in  specie-paying  banks, 
but  without  regard  to  the  denomination  of  the  bills 
they  might  issue;  and  in  non-specie-paying  banks 
where  he  thought  they  were  safe;  and  this  arrange- 
ment would  be  temporarily  adopted  till  a bank  was 
created,  or  some  proper  fiscal  agent  in  its  place. 

Gentlemen  seemed  not  to  have  reflected  on  the 
consequences  of  rejecting  the  amendment.  What 
would  be  the  condition  ot  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury? The  difficulty  did  not  arise  from  one  section 
of  the  law  of  1836  alone;  all  parts  ot  the  law,  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  were  full  of  sources  of 
embarrassment,  lie  must  make  contracts  which 
would  frequently  require  protracted  negotiation; 
and  in  this  also  he  would  be  thwarted  and  hamper- 
ed by  that  law.  If  the  law  was  to  continue,  it  must 
be  re-enacted  after  a thorough  revision.  II  that  was 
the  scheme  of  the  senator,  let  him  say  so;  let  him 
come  out  at  once,  boldly,  like  a man,  and  avow  it. 
Mr.  C.  hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail;  if  it 
was  rejected,  it  would  only  produce  a see  saw  be- 
tween two  different  systems;  and  the  effect  would 
be  to  revive  a miserable,  rickety,  inefficient  law, 
which  would  he  useless  as  to  a great  part  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  se- 
nator from  Kentucky  wa3  on  the  high  road  towards 
proving  that  the  sub  treasury  law  should  not  be  re- 
pealed. If  it  was,  either  the  treasury  must  be  left 
unregulated  altogether,  or  the  law  regulating  it 
would  be  so  full  of  embarrassments  that  it  could 
not  get  along.  The  argument  amounted  to  this: 
that  the  sub-treasury  should  be  left  to  stand  till  a 
substitute  was  agreed  upon.  Mr.  C.  did  not  think 
the  senator  from  Kentucky'  had  done  general  Jack- 
son  justice  in  his  account  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. , General  Jackson  did  not  recommend  their 
removal  in  the  lace  of  the  law,  but  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  law  which  obliged  him  to  con- 
tinue them  in  the  bank.  The  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky was  not  correct  in  his  facts  w hen  he  said  that 
the  banks  through  four-fifths  of  the  country  were 
non-specie  paying.  The  banks  in  South  Carolina 
paid  specie,  so  did  others  in  various  of  the  southern 
states.  But  did  the  senator  mean  that  the  secretary 
should  make  his  deposites  in  banks  which  did  not 
redeem  (heir  notes?  Was  that  the  object  of  his 
amendment?  If  it  was,  let  it  be  avowed — let  the 
country  understand  it;  it  it  was,  Mr.  C.  should  be 
utterly  and  irreconcilably  opposed  to  it.  As  the 
difficulty  arose  wholly  from  the  condition  of  the 
banks,  it  might  be  fully  met  by  repealing  the  ob- 
jectionable clause  in  the  law.  It  was  said,  indeed, 
that  there  were  other  difficulties  in  other  sections 
of  it;  if  so,  let  them  be  pointed  out  and  removed, 
and  let  the  law  stand  as  if  the  banks  had  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Rives  again  addressed  the  senate,  contending 
that  Mr.  Clay  bail  been  mistaken  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  law  of  1836.  in  case  the  sub  treasury  should  be 
repealed.  President  Jackson  contended  that,  when 
an  executive  officer  was  by  law  clothed  with  a dis- 
cretionary power  and  did  not  exercise  that  discretion 
in  conformity  to  (he  will  of  the  president,  the  pre- 
sident might  rightfully  remove  him.  And  on  this 
ground  it  was  that  he  removed  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  But  the  act  of  1836  took  away  all  dis- 
cretion from  that  ofiicer,  and  therefore  Jackson’s 
doctrine  would  not  apply,  and  the  public  moneys 
would  not  be  left  subject  to  executive  influence  and 
control.  The  law  was  explicit  as  to  what  banks 
might  be  employed  and  as  to  the  ground  of  remov- 
ing the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  Clay  here  interposed,  and  asked  Mr.  Rives 
whether,  if  gen.  Jackson,  under  the  law  of  1836, 
had  said  to  his  secretary  of  the  treasury  “take  the 
deposites  out  of  this  bank,  and  put  them  into  that,  or 
I will  remove  you  from  office,”  it  would  not  have 
been  done? 

Mr.  Rives  replied  in  the  negative.  For  this  would 
have  been  beyond  any  thing  general  Jackson  ever 
claimed.  Mr.  11.  spoke  with  much  animation  ot 
the  triumph  of  American  liberty,  achieved  by 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  ’36  and  of  the  gallant- 
ry with  which  the  battle  for  it  had  been  main- 
tained, especially  by  Mr.  Clay  himself,  on  whom 
he  passed  a warm  eulogium.  He  feared  that  gen- 
tleman was  pushing  his  principles  of  demolition 
too  rapidly.  Mr.  R.  however  disclaimed  having 
any  scheme  to  advocate;  he  would  not  seek  to  de- 
tain the  senate  in  the  half-way-house  of  the  state 
banks,  far  less  in  such  a bawdy-house  as  the  bank 
in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  R.  now  waited  for  the  nation 
to  build  up  a scheme  of  its  own.  Mr.  Clay  acted  on 
a lofty  spirit  of  compromise  now,  as  on  many  for- 
mer and  illustrious  occasions,  in  asking  for  the  plan 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury:  he  was  very  sure 
that  gentleman  was  acting  tor  his  country’s  good 
and  not  lor  party  or  personal  ascendency;  as  to  the 


senator  from  S,  Carolina,  he  had  himself  dcnouuc 
cd  the  state  bank  system  as  a “miserable  rickety 
system  of  puny  legislation;”  it  the  judgment  ot  the 
nation  was  against  it,  let  it  go  down.  Mr.  K 
would  not  plead  in  its  favor:  but  for  one  he  did  not 
believe  the  judgment  of  the  nation  had  condemn- 
ed as  yet,  either  of  the  substitutes  for  a sub  treasu- 
ry. That  it  had  most  clearly  condemned.  Ad- 
mitting the  calculation  of  the  senator  to  be  true  as 
to  the  proportion  of  non  specie  paying  banks,  still 
there  were  some  which  did  pay  specie:  and  these 
were  situated  precisely  where  the  government  most 
needed  them,  at  prominent  commercial  points  on 
the  seabord.  Mr.  R.  concluded  a very  animated 
speech  by  disclaiming  again  all  bigoted  attach- 
ment to  any  system;  but  avowed  lus  preference 
even  for  the  rickety  law  of  1836  to  having  the  de- 
posites left  even  for  a monent  at  the  executive  dis- 
cretion. 

Mr.  Berrien,  expressing  a desire  for  further  time, 
was  about  to  move  for  an  adjournment;  when 

Mr.  Clay  earnestly  remonstrated,  and  pressed  for 
a decision,  and  said,  rather  than  cause  a protracted 
discussion,  he  would,  by  general  consent  of  the  se- 
nate, withdraw  his  amendment;  and  he  was  under- 
stood as  withdrawing  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  Berrien,  still  wishing  for  lurther  time,  moved 
an  adjournment;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

June  8.  The  following  resolutions  submitted  by 
Mr.  Benton,  on  the  2d  inst.  were  taken  up,  and  af- 
ter undergoing  some  slight  modifications,  were 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate  what  amount  of  public 
money  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
agents  since  the  fourth  of  March  last;  also,  what  amount 
ot  public  money  now  remains  in  the  hands  of  disburs- 
ing officers  and  agents  unaccounted  for  or  not  reported 
to  have  been  paid  over  according  to  law. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  senate,  as  soon  as  the  infor- 
mation can  be  obtained  from  the  disbursing  officers 
and  agents,  what  amount  of  public  moneys,  if  any, 
which  have  been  placed  in  their  hands,  are  now  on  de- 
posite  in  banks;  and,  also,  the  names  of  the  banks, 
whether  specie  paying  or  not,  and  whether  the  deposite 
is  special  or  general. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate  of  the  amount  of  treasury 
notes  which  have  been  issued  since  the  fourth  of  March 
last,  with  the  dates  thereof,  the  names  of  the  persons 
or  corporations  to  whom  issued,  and  whether  the  same 
were  issued  in  payment  of  demands  on  the  treasury  or 
in  exchange  for  money  or  bank  notes,  and  if  so  ex- 
changed, where  the  same  was  deposited. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore the  senate  a schedule  of  the  payments  made  from 
the  treasury  during  the  months  of  March,  April  and 
May  of  the  present  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  inform 
the  senate  whether  the  balance  due  from  the  United 
States  bank  has  been  paid.  Also,  whether  the  divi- 
dends retained  by  the  bank  to  pay  the  damages  on  the 
French  bills  of  exchange  have  been  paid,  and  if  said 
balance  or  allowance  on  either  of  them  has  not  been 
paid,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  inform  the  se- 
nate what  means  have  been  taken  to  obtain  such  pay- 
ment since  the  4th  of  March  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  inform 
the  senate  what  amounts,  if  any  thing,  are  due  from 
banks,  exclusive  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
what  measures  have  been  taken  since  the  4th  day  of 
March  last  to  collect  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore the  senate  a statement  of  the  amounts  received  in 
each  of  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May  last  from 
customs,  lands  and  other  sources,  separately,  so  far  as 
the  same  can  be  ascertained  or  estimated  from  the  cur- 
rent returns.  Also,  the  amount  expended  in  each 
month,  stating  separately  the  aggregate  under  the  three 
several  heads  for  civil,  military  and  naval  expenditures. 
Also,  a copy  ol  the  last  weekly  report  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  Stales,  showing  the  amounts  of  public 
moneys  on  hand,  and  the  places  in  which  the  same 
are  deposited. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate  what  allowances  have 
been  made  since  the  4th  day  of  March  last,  if  any,  for 
Florida  claims  arising  under  the  invasion  of  East  Flo- 
rida in  1812;  with  the  amount  in  each  case  allowed, 
with  the  name  of  the  claimant  and  his  assignee,  if  as- 
signed, and  the  name  of  the  agent  or  counsel,  and  the 
date  of  filing  said  claim. 

Tile  resolution  submitted  on  the  3d  inst.  by  Mr. 
Sevier,  of  Arkanses,  relative  to  the  removal  of  gen. 
Arbuckle  from  Fort  Gibson  to  Baton  Rouge,  was 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  in  opposition,  insisting  that  it 
wa3  unlit  and  inexpedient  for  congress  to  call  on 
(he  commander-in-chief  for  the  reasons  of  every 
military  order  given  by  him  in  relation  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  army.  It  was  not  proper  or  competent 
for  a legislative  branch  of  the  government  thus  to 
interfere  with  what  pertained  to  the  department  of 
war  in  the  location  of  different  officers  according  to 
ils  view  of  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service 
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Mr.  Sewer  said  that  he  should  be  gratified  had 
the  resolution  been  suffered  to  pass  without  such  re- 
marks as  called  him  out  in  explanation  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  to  which  the  resolution  referred.  Be 
had  no  wish  to  make  any  statements  here  which 
might  be  considered  of  a personal  nature,  but  if  the 
president  of  the  United  States  or  his  secretary  of 
war  had  a right  to  disgrace  a military  officer  of  high 
standing  and  long  and  useful  public  service,  and 
congress  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
all  he  would  say  was,  that  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  such  doctrine  advanced.  He  was  him- 
self no  military  man,  and  professed  to  know  but  lit- 
tle as  to  the  rights  of  the  army.  But  there  were 
some  things  so  plain  and  palpable  as  to  strike  all 
minds  of  common  sense,  on  the  mere  presentation 
of  them,  as  being  wrong,  oppressive  and  tyranni- 
cal. Gen.  Arbuckle  had  been  in  the  west  for  twen- 
ty years.  His  military  command  embraced  the 
whole  of  the  posts  on  our  western  frontier,  and  he 
had  conducted  himself  in  it  in  such  a manner  as 
fully  to  satisfy  all  the  people  of  that  region  of  coun- 
try. But,  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  he  had  been 
removed  from  Fort  Gibson  and  sent  to  Baton  Rouge, 
a post  where  there  was  not  even  a single  company 
ol  soldiers,  and  where  he  had  no  duty  to  perform. 
He  had  not  been  ordered  into  Florida,  lest  from  his 
military  rank  he  should  supersede  a government 
favorite  in  command  there,  (col.  Worth);  but  he 
had  been  sent  substantially  into  exile  at  Baton 
Rouge.  Why  was  this?  Why  was  a brave  and  ve- 
teran officer  of  60  years  of  age,  who  had  been  40 
years  in  the  army,  to  be  publicly  disgraced  in  his 
old  days,  and  this  without  reason  assigned?  Why, 
he  asked,  was  such  an  order  issued?  Mr.  S.  him- 
self resided  on  the  frontier,  and  was  in  circumstan- 
ces to  know  in  his  private  and  personal  capacity  the 
true  reasons  w'hich  had  led  to  such  a step;  reasons, 
however,  which  he  had  no  hope  to  obtain  from  the 
department,  even  should  the  resolution  be  adopted. 
Mr.  S.  had  been  told  by  an  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment to  whom  he  hdd  applied,  that  gen.  Arbuckle 
had  been  so  long  at  Fori  GiusOh  that  it  w’2s  time  he 
was  removed  to  make  room  for  others.  If,  indeed, 
that  principle  was  to  be  carried  out  in  the  case  of 
other  officers  in  the  same  region,  he  might  believe 
there  was  some  truth  in  it.  But  why  must  it  be 
applied  only  in  a single  case,  and  to  an  officer  in 
whom  all  the  people  of  that  country  had  full  faith; 
who,  by  his  firmness,  vigilance  and  prudence,  had 
kept  that  frontier  in  peace  and  quietness,  notwith- 
standing the  action  of  government  had  collected 
there  so  large  a body  of  of  dissatisfied  and  hostile 
Indians?  Why  was  he  removed  from  his  post? — 
The  true  reason  was  because  the  course  he  had  pur- 
sued, though  eminently  beneficial  to  (he  O.  States, 
had  been  against  the  interests  of  John  Ross.  To 
gratify  John  Boss,  the  government  had  openly  dis- 
graced a brave,  vigilant,  veteran  officer,  and  sent 
him  into  exile:  sent  him  to  a post  where  there  was 
a sergeant  and  not  men  enough  to  make  a company, 
while  it  had  put  into  his  place  a junior  officj,.  („etl’ 
Taylor),  ana  that  entire';-  a ainst  Tay|o>s  wish 
and  ev;-^  ,eeijl;g  0f  his  heart.  For  Mr.  S.  well 
Knew  that  he  would  be  the  very  last  man  to  seek 
any  elevation  for  himself  at  the  cost  of  the  wounded 
feelings  of  a brother  in  arms.  It  could  not  be  that 
he  had  been  thus  removed  simply  because  he  had 
been  long  at  that  post,  for  Brady  and  Atkinson  had 
been  as  long  and  longer  at  theirs,  and  yet  were  not 
removed.  Mr.  S.  wanted  to  see  whether  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  out  of  mere  favoritism,  could,  at  his 
sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  thus  order  a meritori- 
ous officer  into  exile?  If  he  could,  it  was  time  that 
the  army  should  know  it.  Mr.  S.  knew  gen.  Ar- 
buckle well,  and  was  his  personal  friend,  although 
he  hadnot  seen  him  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  scarce 
heard  from  him  in  that  time.  But  Mr.  S.  would 
not  stand  quietly  fay  and  see  a friend  of  his  disgrac- 
ed without  a cause,  and  not  raise  his  voice  against 
such  oppression.  He  was  astonished  at  the  remarks 
of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston). 
Congress  had  no  right  to  inquire?  Were  members 
of  that  house  to  be  muzzled?  The  representatives 
of  the  states  and  of  the  people  to  have  padlocks  on 
their  lips?  It  would  be  hard  putting  a lock  on  his 
mouth.  He  wanted  to  see  the  secretary’s  reasons; 
he  meant  the  public  reasons;  the  reasons  openly  as- 
signed; for,  as  to  the  true  causes  of  this  movement, 
he  feared  that  those  could  pot  be  got  at  by  any  con- 
gressional inquiry.  Here  was  an  officer  of  60  years 
old,  with  locks  bleached  white  in  the  service,  of  his 
country,  who  had  not  performed  a single  public  act 
that  was  not  approved  by  his  fellow  citizens;  who 
had  watched  over  their  safety  and  kept  the  whole 
frontier  in  quiet;  and  must  he  be  disgraced  to  gra- 
tify John  Ross?  Mr.  S.  had  reason  to  believe  that 
John  Ross  was  to  be  gratified  in  another  respect. — 
To  please  him,  the  post  at  Fort  Gibson  was  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Indian  country,  that  Ross  might 
he  left  at  liberty  to  slay  and  slaughter  every  Indian 


chief  who  had  signed  a treaty  which  he  disapproved. 
Mr.  S.  however,  would  not  go  into  that  subject  now. 
He  would  give  this  physic  to  the  secretary  in  bro- 
ken doses,  intending  to  reserve  . hat  he  had  to  say 
on  that  matter  to  a future  occasion. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  hoped 
to  have  been  spared  the  pain  of  making  this  speech. 
He  knew  he  was  in  the  minority,  and  that  the 
friends  of  the  administration  could,  if  they  pleased, 
stifle  all  inquiry.  If  gen.  Arbuckle  was  to  be  dis- 
graced, he  had  no  power  to  help  it,  but  he  should 
do  his  duty  in  this  case  and  there  leave  it. 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  in  reply.  To  the  merits  of  the 
individual  case  now  referred  to  he  could  not  speak, 
for  he  knew  nothing  of  the  facts,  but  he  submitted 
to  the  senate  and  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  himself,  whether  it  was  a proper  and 
becoming  thing  for  the  senate  to  call  upon  the  offi- 
cer at  the  head  of  the  army  publicly  to  explain  the 
reasons  of  every  military  order  given  by  him  to  a 
subaltern.  An  officer,  after  being  many  years  at  a 
particular  post,  was  transferred  to  another  point; 
Mr.  P.  must  object  to  calling  for  the  reasons,  mili- 
tary or  other,  on  which  every  such  order  was  found- 
ed. Once  establish  this  principle,  and  every  officer 
removed  against  his  wishes  Irom  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another  would  be  entitled  to  have  that 
removal  made  the  subject  of  legislative  inquiry. — 
Whenever  it  might  be  judged  expedient  that  an  of- 
ficer who,  by  long  remaining  in  one  command,  had 
formed  many  associations,  and  who  was  known, 
perhaps,  to  entertain  different  views  of  military 
policy  from  those  embraced  by  the  government, 
was,  on  either  of  these  accounts,  transferred  to  a 
different  or  distant  post,  he  would  consider  himself 
as  having  a right  to  make  his  appeal  to  congress. — 
Against  this  Mr  P.  should  set  his  face.  The  sena- 
tor from  Arkansas  considered  gen.  Arbuckle  as  dis- 
graced by  being  transferred  to  a different-  command. 
Mr.  P.  could  not  so  understand  it.  That  officer  had 
accepted  his  commission  under  the  known  condition 
that  he  was  to  go  wherever  the  government  might 
deem  his  services  most  conducive  to  the  general 
good,  and  far  be  it  from  Mr.  P.  to  consider  him  dis- 
graced whenever  the  government  in  his  case  exer- 
cised ,'his  f'Stht.  It  might  be  a sufficient  ground 
for  his  removd'  ffiat  he  had  been  so  long  in  one  par- 
ticular spot  that  mff.ny  interests  and  possibly  many 
prejudices  had  grown  up  2r°d.r"I  l''m  ant[  had  asso- 
ciated themselves  with  his  pccu'.'ar  opinions  and 
views,  in  which  views  the  governuDen.'  might  not 
coincide.  But  if  on  this  account  the  o nicer  consi- 
dered himself  injured,  his  rights  and  his  hoffor  in- 
fringed, there  were  military  tribunals  open  to  hiu3, 
where  he  might  apply  for  and  obtain  redress.  The 
slightest  touch  upon  his  honor  might  immediately 
be  examined  into  by  a court  of  inquiry.  But  Mr. 
P.  did  not,  and  could  not,  understand  that  because 
a transfer  might  be  disagreeable  to  an  officer,  it  in- 
ferred any  disgrace.  Implicit  obedience  was  one  of 
the  first  duties  of  a soldier.  Was  it  a disgrace  to  be  sent 
to  Baton  Rouge.  Had  every  officer  who  was  sent 
there  an  immediate  right  to  apply  to  congress?  But 
this  call  for  reasons  came  with  no  good  grace  from 
•the  honorable  senator  from  Arkansas,  whose  party 
friends  held  the  doctrine  that  no  reasons  were  to  be 
demanded  or  given  even  in  the  case  of  removals 
from  civil  office,  and  who  had  steadily  refused  to 
give  such  reasons  when  officially  called  upon.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  did  not  make  it  a point  with  any  pecu- 
liar reference  to  thi3  case,  but  on  general  consider- 
ations of  propriety  and  decorum.  Should  the  reso- 
lution be  agreed  to,  and  the  senate  call  upon  the 
president  for  (he  reasons  of  this  military  order,  the 
president  might  perhaps  say  in  reply  that  this  was 
a matter  which  lay  exclusively  with  the  executive, 
and  that  he  did  not  choose  to  give  any  answer  to  the 
inquiry.  Mr.  P.  should  not  like  to  see  the  senate 
placed  in  such  aposition,  and  therefore  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  vote  for  the  call. 

The  morning  hour  being  now  expired,  Mr.  P. 
called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  hoped  he  would  move  (o  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

But  Mr,  Sevier  claimed  the  floor.  The  senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  appealed  to  him  in  candor 
to  say  whether  the  senate  had  a right  to  inquire  into 
the  reasons  ol  every  military  order.  Certainly  it 
had.  In  this  free  country  the  military  was  as  yet 
subordinate  to  the  civil  power.  The  senator  had 
asked  whether  gen.  Arbuckle  was  disgraced  by  be- 
ing sent  to  Baton  Rouge.  Most  certainly  he  was. 
He  had  been  removed  from  an  extensive  and  im- 
portant command,  and  transferred  to  a petty  post, 
where  there  were  neither  troops  nor  garrison.  The 
senator  had  said  that  he  could  get  redress.  But 
what  redress  could  he  expect  from  a court  of  inqui- 
ry? The  order  of  which  he  complained  was  in  its 
form  according  to  law,  and,  sooner  than  make  com- 
plaint at  such  a tribunal,  gen.  Arbuckle  would  cut  his 


throat.  The  senator  had  said,  further,  that  the  par- 
ty to  which  Mr.  S.  belonged  had  refused  lo  give 
reasons  lor  removals.  Yes;  and  what  was  the  doc- 
trine insisted  on  by  the  senator  and  his  friends? — 
That  the  demand  for  -asons  was  of  right,  and  that 
the  refusal  to  give  them  was  one  of  the  enormities 
of  the  late  administration.  Now,  il  seemed,  the 
case  was  altered.  But  Mr.  S.  would  not  prolong 
the  discussion;  he  would  content  himself  by  calling 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  senate;  and  then,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  resolution  was  for  the 
present  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  the  printing  of  1,500  additional 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury 
on  the  state  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  Woodbury  wished  Mr.  C.  to  delay  this  mo- 
tion for  the  present  as  he  wanted  to  make  some  re- 
marks upon  that  paper. 

Mr.  Clay  wished  he  would  fake  some  other  op- 
portunity, and  would,  in  the  meanwhile,  suffer  the 
order  to  print  to  be  adopted  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  that  he  considered  the  motion 
to  print  as  presenting  a very  appropriate  occasion 
for  the  offering  of  remarks  upon  the  document. 

Mr.  Clay.  We  will  afford  the  honorable  senator 
fifty  occasions  if  he  wishes  them. 

After  some  further  conversation — Mr.  Clay  said 
he  would  not  press  his  motion  to  day. 

Mr.  Rives  adverting  to  a desire  expressed  by  Mr. 
Buchanan  some  days  since  for  further  time  to  exa- 
mine the  question  of  international  law  involved  in 
the  correspondence  between  the  secretary  of  state 
and  Mr.  Fox,  said  that  it  had  been  his  desire  to  call 
up  the  motion  to  print  that  correspondence  to-day, 
but  not  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  order  of  the 
day,  he  now  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  it  up 
on  the  earliest  opportunity  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  passed  to  the  order  of  Ihe  day, 
which  was  the  bill  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury.  The 
question  being  on  the  following  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Calhoun — 

“That  so  much  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  23d 
June,  1836,  as  provides  that  no  bank  shall  be  select- 
ed or  continued  as  a place  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money,  which  shall,  after  the  4th  of  July,  1836,.  is- 
sue or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  $‘5;  and  that  no  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank 
be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  U. 
States  which  shall,  after  the  said  4th  of  July,  1836, 
issue  any  nole  or  bill  of  a less  denomination  than 
$5,  be,  and  same  is  hereby,  repealed;”  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  following,  moved  by  Mr.  Clay: 

And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  all  of  the  act  enti- 
tled “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
mosey,”  which  passed  on  the  23d  June,  1836,  ex- 
cept the  13th  and  14th  sections  thereof,  and  the  act 
supplementary  thereto,  approved  4th  July,  1836, 
entitled  “An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  passed  23d 
June,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed: 
Provided,  That  this  repeal  shall  not  affect  or  impair 
any  securities  which  may  have  been  taken  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys  deposited  with 
any  of  the  banks  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  nor  any 
remedies  to  enforce  the  said  securities  which  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Berrien  rose  to  speak  to  the  amendment. — 
The  senate  having  adjourned  on  his  motion  yester- 
day, he  would  now  briefly  submit  an  explanation 
of  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  make  that 
motion.  He  had  not  felt  entirely  satisfied  either 
with  the  amendment  at  first  moved  by  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay ] or  the  substitute  for 
that  amendment  moved  by  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun].  They  presented  lo  him 
these  alternatives:  if  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Clay  should  prevail,  and  the  deposite  act  of 
1836  should  thereby  be  repealed,  Ihe  country  would 
be  thrown  back  on  the  original  law  passed  in  1789, 
establishing  the  treasury  department,  which  direct- 
ed that  the  public  money  should  be  kept  by  a trea- 
surer of  the  United  States;  and  also  upon  Ihe  reso- 
lution of  1S1G,  which  declared  in  what  medium  the 
public  dues  were  receivable.  With  this  result  Mr. 
B.  was  not  satisfied;  the  practical  effect  would  be 
this.  Linder  the  general  direction  to  the  treasurer 
to  keep  the  public  moneys,  that  officer  would  adopt 
one  of  two  courses:  either  he  would  avail  himself 
of  the  depository  under  the  existing  law,  which 
stripped  the  sub-treasury  of  ils  agents  and  or  its 
specie  requirements,  or  he  would  exercise  an  unli- 
mited discretion  in  selecting  the  banks  which  should 
receive  and  retain  the  public  funds  in  their  posses- 
sion. In  other  words,  the  entire  amount  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure  would  be  placed  at  the  absolute  discre- 
tion of  an  executive  officer.  As  Mr.  B.  himself  and 
all  those  with  whom  he  acted  had  protested  against 
and  opposed  with  all  earnestness  such  a slate  of 
things,  he  could  not  acquiesce  in  an  amendment, 
which  went  to  bring  it  back  on  the  country. 
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The  amendment  of  the  senator  from  S.  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calhoun]  contemplated,  not  the  repeal,  but 
the  preservation  and  the  continuance  of  the  act  of 
1836 — divesting  it,  however  of  the  disabilities  cre- 
ated by  the  fifth  section,  which  forbade  the  secre- 
tary to  make  any  deposites  of  public  money  in 
banks  issuing  bills  below  the  denomination  of  five 
dollars,  or  in  banks  not  redeeming  their  notes  on 
demand  in  specie.  This  amendment  would  have 
left  the  country  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
1836,  in  a modified  shape.  Now  Mr.  B.  had  been 
desirous  to  examine  this  law,  and  ascertain  whe- 
ther, in  the  changed  condition  of  the  country  since 
the  date  of  its  passage,  it  would  be  possible  to  give 
it  a practical  operation,  provided  no  bank  or  other 
fiscal  agent  should  be  established  by  congress  at  its 
present  session.  It  had  been  suggested  that  a diffi- 
culty arose  in  this  respect  from  the  large  number  of 
banks  which  were  in  a state  of  suspension,  although, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  had  been  staled  many  banks 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  still  continued  spe- 
cie payments,  and  might  be  used  as  depositories 
under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  that  these 
were  situated  at  those  important  commercial  points 
where  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  chiefly  took  place. 

Mr.  B.  was  not  contented  with  founding  on  these 
representations  a deliberate  act  of  legislation;  and 
on  examining  the  law  for  himself,  he  found  in  it  a 
provision  calculated  to  remove  the  difficulty  which 
was  alleged  to  exist  on  this  score,  for  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  law'  declared  that,  if  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  could  not  find,  within  a given  district  of 
country,  a specie-paying  bank  issuing  no  bills  under 
five  dollars,  he  might  resort  to  some  other  district 
where  such  bank  did  exist,  arid  might  make  arrange- 
ments with  it  to  establish  a branch  or  office  in  the 
district  where  he  wanted  to  make  his  deposite,  and 
might  use  such  office  a3  his  depository.  This  met 
and  removed  the  objection,  and  the  country  would 
then  be  left  under  the  act  of  1836,  so  far  modified 
as  to  permit  the  secretary  to  employ  banks  issuing 
small  notes. 

It  would,  however,  in  all  probability,  be  unne- 
cessary to  adopt  either  of  the  amendments  proposed, 
for  his  hope  and  belief  was,  that  but  a very  brief 
interval  could  intervene  after  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasury, before  congress  would  provide  a substi- 
tute for  it,  for  the  senate  would  recollect  that  the 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  when  reporting 
the  bill  now  before  the  senate  for  the  repeal  of  the 
sub-treasury  law,  announced  this  as  being  but  the 
first  in  a series  of  fiscal  measures  to  be  reported  by 
that  committee. 

Considering  it  to  be  a fact  that  the  opinion  of  the 
American  people,  clearly  and  fully  expressed,  re- 
quired the  prompt  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law, 
and  viewing  it  as  the  duly  of  the  senate  forthwith 
to  proceed  to  that  repeal,  he  was  not  willing,  in  the 
interval  between  the  repeal  and  the  adoption  of  a 
substitute,  that  the  public  treasure  should  in  fact  be, 
or  should  even  seem  to  be,  under  the  discretion  or 
control  of  an  executive  officer.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
was  content,  after  the  sub-treasury  should  have  been 
repealed,  to  leave  the  country  under  the  act  of  1836 
as  it  now  stood,  without  any  modification,  but  with 
the  express  understanding  that,  should  congress  fail 
to  adopt  any  substitute  in  the  shape  of  a bank  or 
fiscal  agent,  then  the  senate  would  advisedly  pro- 
ceed to  modify  that  law,  as  the  changed  circum- 
stances of  the  country  should  seem  to  require. 

This  was  Mr.  B’s.  view  of  the  matter.  He  came 
here  instructed  by  a large  majority  of  the  people  of 
his  district  to  put  as  speedy  an  end  to  the  sub-trea- 
sury law  as  might  be  consistent  with  just  legislation, 
and  then  to  lend  his  aid  in  providing  a substitute 
for  it.  By  what  name  this  substitute  should  be 
called  was  to  him  a thing  perfectly  indifferent,  pro- 
vided it  would  perform  the  duty  of  an  efficient  fiscal 
agent,  by  furnishing  a sale  depository  for  the  public 
money,  facilitating  the  transfer  of  the  funds  of  go- 
vernment, and  last,  not  least,  by  exerting  a reno- 
vating influence  on  the  currency  of  the  country.  If 
he  must  speak  comparatively  of  the  relative  value 
of  the  objects  to  be  effected  by  such  an  agent,  can- 
dor would  oblige  him  to  say  that  his  constituents 
considered  that  as  most  important  which  went  im- 
mediately to  operate  on  their  personal  interests, 
namely,  its  influence  in  rescuing  the  national  cur- 
rency from  its  present  state  of  degradation.  The 
duty  thus  required  by  his  constituents  Mr.  B.  was 
ready  to  discharge  wheneverthe  opportunity  should 
be  submitted  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  was  not  sure  he  under- 
stood distinctly  the  position  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  t Mr.  Berrien.)  If  he  rightly 
comprehended  the  position  he  had  assumed,  it  was 
his  intention  to  vote  first  against  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  and  then  against  the  amendment 
itself,  thereby  leaving  the  law  of  1836  unaltered. 
Mr.  Berrien  here  re-stated  his  position. 


Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  had  so  understood  him. 

If  the  gentleman  would  vote  lor  Mr.  C’s.  amend- 
ment, it  would  remove  the  disabilities  in  the  law  of 
1836  as  to  banks  not  paying  specie  and  banks  issu- 
ing small  notes;  but  if  the  gentleman  would  vote 
against  both  amendments,  and  leave  the  law  as  it 
stood,  then,  when  the  sub  treasury  had  been  repeal- 
ed, the  public  money  would  be  left  to  be  managed 
by  the  secretary  just  as  he  pleased,  and  the  law 
would,  in  all  probability,  never  be  modified.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  had  moved  his  amendment  solely  in  re- 
ference to  that  which  had  been  moved  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay).  He  was,  indeed, 
glad  that  the  senator  had  moved  that  amendment, 
because  its  discussion  had  shown  that  that  gentle- 
man rightly  understood  what  would  be  the  operation 
of  a repeal  of  the  sub-treasury.  He  had  been 
obliged  to  admit  that  the  country  would  then  be 
under  the  law  of  1836.  He  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken  on  the  amendments  in  their  order, 
and  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  the  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  ordered,  he  was  constrained  to  state  the  rea- 
sons which  should  govern  him  in  giving  a vote  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  his  political  friends.  The  se- 
nate was  about  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury  law,  and 
if  no  substitute  should  be  provided,  it  was  about  to 
re-establish  the  state  bank  system.  Mr.  W.  was 
opposed  to  the  repeal,  for  he  greatly  preferred  the 
sub-treasury  to  any  substitute  which  could  be  pro- 
vided; but  he  was  fully  aware  that  a powerful 
party,  now  commanding  a majority  in  both  houses 
of  congress,  was  utterly  opposed  to  that  measure, 
and  he  could  not  doubt  its  repeal  would  take  place. 
The  next  question  that  would  present  itself  would 
be,  what  substitute  was  to  be  provided?  The  very 
last  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  willing  to  adopt  was  the 
state  bank  system.  To  this  he  was  utterly  opposed, 
and  always  had  been.  He  had  opposed  it  in  1833, 
and  it  was  the  only  measure  of  gen.  Jackson’s  ad- 
ministration up  to  that  time  from  which  he  had  dis- 
sented. His  constituents,  with  a full  knowledge 
that  he  did  so  oppose  it,  had  elected  him  to  the  se- 
nate, and  he  never  had  relinquished  his  opposition 
to  the  measure  from  that  time  to  this.  He  had 
voted  against  the  law  of  1836  on  two  grounds:  first, 
because  it  contained  the  distribution  principle,  and, 
secondly,  because  it  established  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem, and  he  had  at  that  time  recorded  his  prediction 
that  that  system  would  explode  arid  fail.  When 
again  elected,  he  had  again  announced  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  system,  and  had  said  that  there  was  no 
alternative  within  the  limits  of  the  constitution 
which  he  should  not  prefer  to  it.  What  was  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  with  regard  to 
a Bank  of  the  United  States  might  be  doubtful — but 
of  this  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  both  parlies  in 
that  state  were  utterly  opposed  to  the  employment 
of  state  banks  as  depositories  for  the  public  money. 
As  their  representative,  faithfully  reflecting  their 
opinions,  he  never  would  give  his  vote  to  readopt 
that  repudiated  and  exploded  system,  yet  this  was 
what  he  was  now  called  to  vote  for;  for  it  could  not 
be  concealed  that  if  he  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  senator  fr  om  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay),  he  voted  for  the  readoption  of  the  system  of 
state  banks. 

Gentlemen  had  told  the  senate  that  they  would 
not  leave  the  public  treasure  at  the  discretion  of  the 
president  for  a single  day:  he  W'ould  tell  them  that, 
by  the  aid  of  his  vote,  that  treasure  never  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  state  banks  for  a single 
day.  However  he  might  differ  from  the  president 
on  some  points,  he  still  had  confidence  in  his  in- 
tegrity, but  he  had  no  confidence  whatever  in  the 
integrity  of  the  banks.  He  was  utterly  unwilling 
to  give  a vote  through  which  the  bank  deposite  sys- 
tem might,  by  possibility,  remain  the  law  of  the 
land.  He  believed  it  to  be  the  worst  system  that 
ever  had  been  devised— the  most  corrupting  system 
that  the  wit  of  man  could  invent.  It  caused  the 
banks  to  crouch  like  menials  at  the  foot  of  the  exe- 
cutive, and  it  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  executive 
a more  dangerous  power  than  human  wisdom,  or 
rather,  than  human  folly,  ever  before  contrived. 
Gentlemen  were  so  very  much  opposed  to  execu- 
tive discretion  that,  although  they  admitted  they 
had  no  doubt  some  substitute  would  be  adopted  for 
the  sub-treasury  scheme,  they  would  not  have  the 
public  moneys  subject  to  executive  discretion  for 
a single  day.  He  would  tell  these  squeamish  gen- 
tlemen that  if  they  continued  the  law  of  1836  they 
would  leave  that  treasure  at  the  control  of  execu- 
tive discretion,  not  for  one  day,  but  for  months  to- 
gether. Mr.  W.  called  the  attention  of  the  senate 
to  the  4th  section  of  that  law.  They  would  find 
that  the  secretary  must,  in  the  first  place,  call  upon 
all  the  banks  of  the  country  to  show  him  their  hand; 
to  lay  before  him  their  amount  of  stock;  theircircu- 
lation  and  their  liabilities;  and,  in  a word,  their  en- 
tire condition.  And  then,  when  all  these  reports 


had  come  in,  the  secretary  must  make  an  impartial 
selection  from  among  them  of  the  banks  to  receive 
the  public  deposites.  Then  he  must  write  to  in- 
form these  banks  of  his  decision.  Nor  even  then 
was  the  operation  over,  for  the  selected  banks  must 
enter  into  contract  with  the  secretary,  must  give 
him  bond  and  security,  and  that  security  must  be 
considered  and  approved.  Who  could  doubt  that 
all  this  would  consume  more  time  than  was  likely 
to  intervene  between  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury 
and  the  adoption  of  a substitute  for  it?  The  very 
least  time  requisite  lor  a due  compliance  with  this 
part  of  the  law  would  be  two  months.  The  objec- 
tions, therefore,  of  gentlemen  about  leaving  the 
public  money  at  executive  control  during  the  inter- 
val were  perfectly  futile.  The  remedy  they  pro- 
posed would  place  the  money  equally  in  his  control 
and  for  a longer  time. 

But,  even  should  no  substitute  whatever  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  sub  treasury,  Mr.  W.  was  still  utterly 
opposed  to  reviving,  by  any  vote  of  his,  the  law  of 
1836.  It  never  should  become  a law  of  the  land  by 
his  act  for  any  period,  brief  or  long.  To  this  po- 
sition he  openly  pledged  himself  before  the  people 
of  Mississippi,  not  only  in  1835,  but  again  in  1839- 
’40.  In  this  position,  too,  the  people  of  Mississippi 
were  unanimous.  Mr.  W.  would  state  some  rea- 
sons why  he  was  opposed  to  it.  That  law  compel- 
led the  president  to  select  state  banks  as  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government;  and,  more  than  that,  it  compel- 
led him  to  use  state  banks  as  instruments  to  loan 
out  the  public  money;  and  this  Mr.  W.  considered 
as  the  great  and  efficient  cause  of  the  present  ca- 
tastrophe in  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  country. 
He  now  put  the  question  to  his  friends  on  this  side 
of  the  house,  whether  such  were  not  the  provisions 
of  the  law.  Was  it  not  a fact  that  that  law  did 
oblige  the  president  to  direct  the  banks  to  loan  out 
the  public  money?  Did  it  not  require  the  banks  to 
pay  interest  for  the  deposites?  And  for  w hat  were 
they  to  do  this?  Were  they  to  pay  the  government 
money  for  leave  to  keep  the  public  funds  in  their 
vaults  as  a special  deposite?  Would  the  banks  pay 
interest  for  leave  to  incur  a risk?  Surely  not;  amt 
no  man  in  his  senses  could  deny  that  by  exacting 
such  interest  the  government  did  virtually  order  the 
banks  to  loan  out  the  public  money  deposited  in 
their  hands.  The  president  might  give  such  an 
order  if  he  thought  proper,  (though  Mr.  W.  believ- 
ed he  never  would  do  it),  but  he  never  should  do 
it  by  his  vote.  Let  not  gentlemen  disguise  it  from 
themselves,  for  they  never  could  disguise  it  from 
the  country,  that,  by  voting  down  the  amendment 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  they  were  readopt- 
ing the  state  bank  system.  They  certainly  adopted 
it  during  the  interval  between  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasury and  the  adoption  ol  a substitute,  and  if  no 
substitute  should  be  adopted,  then  they  left  it  on 
the  country  as  the  law  of  the  land.  Mr.  W.  never 
would  vote  for  it.  He  repeated  the  declaration  that 
he  considered  it  as  the  very  last  of  all  substitutes 
for  the  sub-treasury.  He  did  not  believe  that  there 
were  five  hundred  voters  in  the  state  of  Mississippi 
W’ho  did  not  fully  concur  with  him  in  that  opinion. 
It  might  be  doubtful  whether  the  state  was  for  the 
sub-treasury  or  for  a bank.  There  was  a vast  par- 
ty in  favor  of  both.  But  the  state  banks  had  no 
party;  thpy  had  no  friends.  And  should  Mr.  W. 
by  his  vote  put  upon  their  necks  a system  like  this? 
Never.  It  was  against  his  own  judgment — it  was 
against  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  never 
should  have  a vote  of  his.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  if  he 
rightly  understood  the  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  the  president  was  opposed  to  the 
establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States.  He 
stated  in  the  message  that  the  people  of  the  union 
had  approved  the  veto  of  gen.  Jackson  on  Hie  bill 
rechartering  that  institution.  The  president  did 
not  propose  a bank,  but  recommended  some  fiscal 
agency  as  a substitute  for  it;  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  message,  where  he  spoke  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Mr.  W.  understood  him  as  distinctly  de- 
signating the  seat  of  government  as  the  proper 
place  for  it.  Now,  if  this  fiscal  agency  was  not  to 
be  an  incorporated  institution,  but  one  free  from  the 
constituional  objections  which  lay  against  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  Mr.  W.  for  one,  (though  he 
should  prefer  the  sub  treasury ),  would  boldly  3av 
that  he  should  prefer  such  an  institution  to  the  sys- 
tem of  state  banks,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  four- 
fifths  of  his  whole  constituency  would  do  the  same. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  was  bound  by  the 
deliberate  result  of  his  judgment  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Clay’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  made  some  remarks  too  imperfectly 
heard  by  the  reporter  to  be  distinctly  given.  He 
was  understood,  however,  as  proposing  that  the 
17th  section  of  the  sub-treasury  law  should  be  px- 
cepted  out  of  the  repeal,  as  having  been  something 
good,  in  that  law,  even  in  the  eyes  of  gentlemen  so 
much  opposed  to  it.  He  admitted,  however,  that 


250 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  19,  1841— CONGRESS. 


it  was  an  improvement  on  the  section  to  make  a re- 
fusal by  a depository  to  pay  over  public  moneys  in 
his  bands  plima  facie  evidence  o!  the  embezzle- 
ment of  the  money.  , 

He  thought  gentlemen  could  not  but  perceiic,  at 
every  step,  that  they  had  begun  at  the  wrong  end. 
The  proceeding  threw  every  body  into  the  most 
preposterous  ciicumstances,  and  ought  to  be  a 
warnin'*  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  slop 
where  They  were  and  begin  anew.  As  to  the  fis- 
cal ao-ent  or  instrument  proposed  to  be  established, 
which  could  live  in  the  District,  it  could  live  else- 
where also,  for  the  same  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  forbade  the  establishment  of  a bank  in  the 
District,  forbade  it  in  every  fort,  dockyard,  arsenal, 
powder  magazine,  aye,  and  in  every  territory,  for 
over  all  these  the  United  States  had  exclusive  ju- 
i isdiction.  If  it  could  live  in  the  District,  it  could 
live  in  all  these  places,  and  the  senate  might  place 
such  an  institution  in  each  one,  ot  them  and  then 
turn  round  and  laugh  at  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  great  difference  be- 
tween himself  and  Mr.  Walker  was,  that  the  latter 
did  not  consider  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as 

the  last  alternative  to  be  adopted.  He  viewed  the 
state  bank  system  as  that  last  alternative,  and  in 
that  opinion  the  gentleman  would  stand  alone  on 
that  side  of  the  house.  It  was  not  then  surprising 
(hat,  if  the  sub  treasury  must  be  repealed,  that  gen- 
tleman should  go  for  a bank  of  the  United  States 
rather  than  for  the  state  banks. 

Mr.  Walker  denied  that  he  said  that  he  would, 
in  any  alternative,  vote  fora  bank  of  the  U.  Slates. 

Mr.  Calhoun  reminded  him  that  he  had  said  there 
was  nothing  he  would  not  prefer  to  the  pet  banks, 
li  the  senator  did  not  mean  to  vote  for  a bankot  the 
United  States,  why  would  he  vote  to  put  the  coun- 
try into  a state  still  worse  than  even  that?  Mr.  C. 
believed  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  considered  a pet  bank  system,  if  unregu- 
lated by  law  and  subject  only  to  executive  control, 
the  very  worstpossible  state  of  things.  Mr.  C.  was 
sorry  to  state  that  the  probability  was  very  great  that 
the  sub- treasury  law  would  be  repealed.  If  that 
should  take  place  and  the  act  of  1S36  should  also 
be  repealed,  then  the  senate  would  be  pushed  into 
a place  w here  it  must  choose  between  a bank  of  the 
United  States  and  a pet  bank  system  unregulated 
by  law.  Every  body  knew  Mr.  Calhoun's  deep 
aversion  to  the’ latter  of  these  alternatives,  but  he 
must  still  consider  a bank  of  the  United  States  as 
more  to  be  deprecated.  It  was  with  him  the  last 
possible  alternative.  He  submitted  to  Mr.  Walker 
whether  the  senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
was  not  one  who  understood  the  game  he  was  play- 
in'*, and  saw  with  gieat  clearness  to  what  his  course 
would  lead.  That  senator  proposed  the  repeal  ol 
the  law  of  1S3G;  and  would  the  senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi play  into  the  hands  of  one  who  openly 
avowed  his  preference  for  a bank  of  the  U.  States? 
Mr.  C.  again  insisted  that  the  senate  had  begun  at 
the  wrong  end,  and  that  the  same  bill  which  pro- 
posed to  destroy  the  sub-treasury  should  contain  a 
substitute  to  be  adopted  in  its  room,  in  fact,  the 
difficulties  were  becoming  so  great  that  gentlemen 
must  come  to  that. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  he  did  not  choose  either  to 
be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  by  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  was  sure  the  gentleman 
did  not  suspect  him  of  wilfully  misrepresenting  him. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  he  did  not.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  said  that  if  he  preferred  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  pet  bank  system, 
he  would  stand  alone  on  that  side  of  the  house.  He 
could  .tell  that  senator  that  he  was  not  afraid  to 
stand  alone.  That  threat  had  no  terrors  for  him, 
and  would  exert  not  the  slightest  influence  upon 
his  vote.  If  he  stood  alone  here,  he  should  not 
stand  alone  in  his  own  state.  An  overwhelming 
majorily  of  the  people  of  that  state  held  the  pet 
bank  system  as  the  very  last  alternative  within  the 
limits  of  the  constitution.  There  was  no  constitu- 
tional measure  that  they  would  not  prefer  to  it.  It 
had  been  their  curse.  It  had  been  established  in 
183-1  against  Mr.  W’s  opinion  then  openly  avowed, 
for  at  that  time  lie  had  stood  alone  in  the  Jackson 
democratic  party  in  Mississippi.  It  not  absolutely 
alone,  he  had  certainly  been  nearly  so,  and  so  he 
had  stood  in  1S36,  when  he  voted  against  the  sys- 
tem, and  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  voted 
for  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  had  unquestionably  pre- 
ferred a regulated  system  of  stale  bank  deposites  to 
a bank  of  file  United  States. 

Mr.  Walker  resumed.  He  did  not  presume  1o 
say  what  had  influenced  the  vote  of  the  honorable 
senator.  All  he  said  was,  that  there  stood  that  se- 
nator’s vote  oti  record  in  tavor  ot  state  banks  by  the 
side  of  Mr.  W’s  own  vote  against  them.  His  opi- 
nion had  then  been  recorded  (although  he  stood 


alone  in  his  party)  that  thestate  bank  system  would 
explode.  He  w'as  now  asked  to  change  his  opinion, 
but  he  could  not  do  it.  Nor  had  he  ever  changed 
his  opinion,  whatever  might  have  been  the  case 
with  other  gentlemen. 

The  senalor  had  said  that  Mr.  W.  preferred  a 
bank  of  the  United  .States;  but  he  did  not  choose 
that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  should  put 
words  into  his  mouth  which  he  had  not  used,  or  al- 
ternalives  which  he  had  not  stated.  The  senator 
would  not  permit  Mr.  W.  lo  do  so  to  him,  nor 
could  he  himself  submit  to  it.  He  fiad  made  no 
such  statement,  nor  would  he  consent  that  it  should 
go  out  to  the  country  that  he  had.  What  he  had 
said  was  (his,  that  he  understood  the  president  as 
condemning  the  state  bank  system,  and  equally 
condemning  a bank  of  the  United  States,  and  had 
suggested  as  a substitute  for  both  a fiscal  agent 
which  should  not  be  a bank,  and  seemed  to  prefer 
its  establishment  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
W.  had  then  added  that  though  he  preferred  the 
sub-treasury  to  the  other  systems,  yet  he  would 
take  such  a fiscal  agent  as  the  president  recommend- 
ed in  preference  to  the  state  banks,  and,  if  the  alter- 
native were  presented  to  hitn,  would  vote  for  it. — 
Because  he  was  opposed  to  a bank  of  the  U.  States, 
must  he  therefore  vote  for  state  banks?  He  was  op- 
posed to  them  both,  and  could  not  vote  for  either. 

The  senator  from.  South  Carolina  had  warned 
him  that  the  motion  for  a repeal  of  the  law  of  1S36 
came  from  a politician  who  understood  his  game, 
and  who  was  avowedly  in  favor  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  might  be  so,  but  Mr.  W.  would 
not  on  any  question,  much  less  on  a question  of 
such  vital  and  mighty  import  as  that  of  the  curren- 
cy, ask  who  moved  the  measure,  but  what  the 
measure  was.  He  should  be  regulated  by  the  me- 
rits of  the  motion,  and  not  by  the  quarter  from 
which  it  proceeded.  The  senator  from  Missouri 
had  reminded  him  that  the  clause  of  the  bill  prohi- 
biting the  loaning  of  the  public  money  would  apply 
equally  to  the  state  banks.  Well,  if  so,  could  it  not 
then  substantially  repeal  the  state  bank  system?  for 
those  banks  paid  interest  for  the  public  moneys  for 
the  express  purpose  of  loaning  them  out  again.  If 
the  senator  from  Missouri  was  correct,  then  there 
was  no  difference  between  him  and  Mr.  W.  except 
this,  that  the  one  voted  openly  against  state  banks 
and  secretly  for  them;  while  Mr.  W.  went  both 
openly  and  secretly  against  them  in  lolo. 

Gentlemen  told  him  that  if  both  the  sub-treasury 
and  the  law  of  1836  should  be  repealed,  then  the 
public  moneys  would  be  under  no  control  of  law 
whatever,  but  this  he  denied.  They  would  still  re- 
main under  the  glorious  law  of  1789,  which  requir- 
ed the  payment  of  all  government  dues  in  gold  and 
silver.  Without  any  particular  means  of  knowing 
different  from  those  possessed  by  other  gentlemen, 
Mr.  W.  cherished  strong  hopes  that,  if  both  the 
sub-treasury  and  the  pet  banks  should  be  put  down, 
the  president  would  conform  himself  to  the  act  of 
1789,  instead  of  putting  the  public  moneys  in  any 
bank  whatever.  Mr.  W.  was  for  throwing  that  offi- 
cer on  his  high  responsibility,  but  he  never  should, 
by  Mr.  W’s  vote,  be  forced  upon  the  employment 
of  state  banks. 

The  question  being  now  taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun's 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  25,  nays  22. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendmen! 
thus  amended,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  bv 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  19,  nays  29.  [For  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  both  these  questions,  see  pages  238, 
239  ] 

Mr.  Young,  of  Illinois,  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill,  first,  by  inserting  the  words  “neglect”  before 
the  word  ‘-refuse, ” in  the  clause  making  a refusal 
to  pay  over  public  moneys  to  the  order  of  govern- 
ment prima  facie  evidence  of  embezzlement;  which 
amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  senate:  and  in  the  second  place  further 
to  amend  the  hill  in  such  a manner  as  to  provide 
that  if  an  agent  of  the  government,  previous  to  his 
refusal  to  pay  over  the  public  money,  should  put 
his  properly  out  of  his  hands  by  assignment  or  other 
conveyance,  that  act  should  be  pronounced  a felony, 
anil  subject  him  to  all  the  penalties  of  embezzle- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  could  not  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment. He  thought  it  pushed  the  penal  principle 
rather  too  far.  To  declare  the  fraudulent  convey- 
ance of  property  a felony  was  going  beyond  any 
law  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  and  there  might, 
besides,  be  many  cases  where  the  (act  of  convey- 
ance was  doubtful. 

Mr.  Young  observed  that  the  case  was  one  of 
very  frequent  occurrence,  at  least  in  the  west,  and 
some  punishment  ought  to  be  provided  for  it.  11 
gentlemen  would  not  declare  it  felony,  would  thev 
consent  lhat  it  should  be  hold  as  a conspiracy  to  de- 
fraud the  United  States? 


Mr.  Huntington  admitted  that  it  was  very  desira- 
ble to  prevent  such  frauds,  but  the  courts  were  open, 
and  he  thought  would  provide  a sufficient  remedy 
At  all  events,  he  could  not  consent  ba  declare  a Irau- 
dulent  conveyance  felony. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  the  lollowing  amendments: 

And  provided  farther.  That  the  lollowing  sections 
and  parts  of  said  bill  shall  be  excepted  from  Ibis  re- 
peal and  shall  remain  and  continue  in  force,  to  wit: 
Sections  19  and  20,  section  21,  section  25,  section 
2,  and  so  much  ot  the  19th  section  as  makes  it  fe- 
lony in  disbursing  officers  and  persons  connected 
with  the  post  office  department  to  use  the  public 
money  for  their  own  or  other  purposes;  and  a ne- 
glect or  Feftisal  to  pay  over  public  moneys  on  de- 
mand or  to  transfer  or  disburse  them  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  of  an  embezzlement  of  the  same. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  jurther  enacted,  That  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  commonly  called  Ihe  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  branches 
and  the  local  banks  and  agencies  owned  by  it,  shall 
not  be  entrusted  with  the  collection  or  sale  keep- 
ing or  transfer  or  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys 
or  any  part  thereof. 

And  he  asked  that  the  question  be  divided,  and 
that  a vote  be  taken  on  each  question  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  senate. 

The  item  with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Philadelphia  having  been  read,  Mr.  Clay 
said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  after  all  the 
disclosures  that  had  recently  been  made,  that  he 
should  deprecate  as  much  as  any  gentleman  could 
do  the  employment  of  that  bank  by  the  government 
as  a depository  for  the  public  funds.  He  had  inti- 
mated the  opinion  as  much  as  three  years  ago  that 
the  government  was  cut  loose  from  that  institution 
from  the  period  of  its  charter  by  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania. But  still  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
adoption  of  such  an  amendment  as  that  proposed. 
If  the  senate  was  to  declare  its  disapprobation  of 
Ihe  management  of  a particular  bank,  there  were 
many  others,  such  as  the  Owl  Creek  bank,  &c. 
which  might  with  equal  justice  be  included  in  the 
denunciation.  He  did  not,  however,  consider  it  as 
comporting  with  the  dignity  of  the  senate  to  enter 
upon  any  such  course  of  discrimination,  and  he 
hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Benton  admitted  that  other  banks  had  behav- 
ed very  badly  but  the  case  of  this  bank  stood  dis- 
tinguished from  all  others,  because  it  had  original- 
ly come  into  existence  under  a charter  from  the  U. 
States,  and  (lie  eyes  of  foreigners  were  in  a peculiar 
manner  fixed  upon  it.  Mr.  B.  proceeded  lo  speak 
witti  much  warmth  against  the  course  of  ttie  bank 
generally,  and  especially  on  its  bringing  upon  itself 
Ihe  last  suspension  by  an  underhanded  and  swind- 
ling endeavor  to  break  the  New  York  banks.  He 
accused  it  as  having  plotted  the  suspension  in  1837, 
and  as  being  in  effect  the  only  obstacle  to  a resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banks  of  the 
south.  They  had  recently  made  an  effort  to  re- 
sume, but  this  bank  had  instantly  run  upon  them 
and  forced  them  to  return  to  a suspension. 

Mr.  Bayard  admitted  the  culpability  of  the  bank, 
but  opposed  the  amendment  as  unnecessary,  be- 
cause the  law  of  1S36  expressly  prohibited  the  go- 
vernment from  employing  any  bank  which  did  not 
pay  specie. 

Mr.  Woodbury,  in  reply  to  this,  explained  the 
construction  of  that  law  by  the  treasury  department. 
When  that  department  had  funds  to  deposite,  and 
no  bank  could  be  found  which  conformed  to  tile 
provisions  of  the  law  of  1836,  the  department  con- 
sidered itself  as  thrown  hack  on  the  previous  law, 
and  under  that  law  at  liberty  to  place  the  deposites 
in  non-specie  paying  banks.  What  else  could  it 
do,  unless  it  threw  the  money  into  the  streets? 

M r.  Dixon  said  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment, both  because  lie  thought  it  improper  to  refer 
to  individual  banks,  and  especially  because  Ibis 
bank  assigned  a3  one  cause  of  ils  suspension  the 
hard  treatment  of  the  United  States  government. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
rejected  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  McRoberts, 
Nicholson,  Bierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clioale,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Manguin,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
luadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  objected  to  that  clause  of  flic  hill 
which  made  a refusal  lo  pay  over  money  lo  Ihe  or- 
der of  the  government  prima  facie  evidence  ol  em- 
bezzlement, as  violating  the  great  principle  of  cri- 
minal law,  that  every  man  is  lo  he  held  innocent 
until  he  is  proved  to  he  guilty  11  might  90  happen 
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that  an  innocent  agent,  through  the  death  of  his 
witnesses,  might  bo  unable  to  prove  his  innocence; 
and  would  it  not  be  hard  to  convict  and  punish  him 
in  such  a case,  by  throw  ing  the  burden  of  proof  on 
him  instead  of  taking  it  upon  the  government? 

Mr.  M ungum  replied  that,  while  the  rule  operat- 
ed very  favorable  for  the  government,  it  inflicted  no 
real  injury  on  individuals.  It  was  intended  to  co- 
ver such  cases  as  that  of  the  late  collector  in  New 
York,  who  set  the  governmental  defiance, and  held 
over  the  public  moneys  to  a great  amount,  because 
he  was  subject  only  to  a civil  prosecution.  As  be- 
tween man  and  man,  Mr.  M.  should  be  unwilling 
to  adopt  such  a principle;  but  if  a man  undertook 
to  serve  the  government,  knowing  beforehand  that 
this  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  his  service,  he 
thought  it  not  unfair,  for  after  all  he  was  subjected 
only  to  a suit  in  a court  of  law. 

Mr.  Woodbury  approved  of  the  clause  in  the  bill, 
but  wished  it  slightly  amended  by  adding  the  words 
draft  or  order  to  the  word  warrant;  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tallmadge.  further  supported  his  position,  in- 
sisting that  it  was  a mere  question  of  evidence,  and 
that  the  government  gained  nothing,  while  it  violat- 
ed a great  principle  of  law,  and  ran  the  risk  of  in- 
flicting cruel  injury  on  an  innocent  man. 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Preston  replied  to  his  objec- 
tion, and  defended  the  clause  in  question,  denying 
that  this  was  any  more  a violation  of  (he  principle 
of  law  than  a multitude  of  other  cases  where  the 
law  assumed  ceitain  facts  as  prima  facie  evidence 
of  guilt,  and  imposed  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  ac- 
cused. If  one  man  kills  another,  it  was  pnma  facie 
evidence  of  murder;  if  a man  held  stolen  goods.it 
was  prima  facie  evidence  of  theft.  The  prima  facie 
evidence  did  not  convict  him,  but  he  was  held  to 
explain,  because  he,  of  all  other  persons,  was  best 
able  to  explain.  And  even  in  civil  cases,  when  a 
man  refuses  to  deliver  up  goods  claimed  by  another, 
the  law  held  it  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  conver- 
sion, and  as  laying  the  foundation  for  an  action  of 
trover. 

Mr.  Walker  confirmed  this  view,  and  illustrated 
it  by  the  case  of  infanticide,  when  the  violent  death 
of  an  illegitimate  infant  was  prima  facie  evidence 
of  murder  on  the  part  of  the  mother. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  further  slightly  amended,  on  molion 
of  Mr.  Henderson,  when  the  amendments  were  then 
concurred  in  by  the  senate,  arid  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ken.  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Merrick.  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Hives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White.  Woodbridge. — 30, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Ct.  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 16. 

It  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  0F  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  June  2.  The  hon.  John  B.  Dawson, 
representative  elect  from  the  state  of  Louisiana,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified  and  look  his  seat. 

• Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I rise  to  perform  the  melancholy 
duty  of  announcing  the  death  of  the  hon.  Charles 
Ogle,  late  a member  of  this  house  from  Hie  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  died  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  at 
his  residence,  in  Someiset,  in  the  midst  of  those 
constituents  of  whom  he  was  so  proud,  and  who 
loved  him  so  well.  He  had  scarcely  attained  the 
maturity  of  his  intellect  when  he  was  cut  off  from 
life.  Lie  fell  in  the  very  spring  of  promise.  A year 
ago  he  bid  as  fair  for  a long  lile  as  the  youngest  and 
strongest  amongst  us.  But  neither  youth  nor 
strength  can  shield  from  death.  The  highest  in 
place,  for  whom  the  profoundest  regard  ol  a nation 
is  felt,  is  as  liable  to  be  stricken  down  by  his  merci- 
less arm  as  the  poorest  and  the  humblest.  A late 
sad  experience  has  reminded  us  of  this,  and  to  the 
wise  it  should  be  a lesson  of  humility. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  an  eulogium  on  the 
life  and  character  of  my  deceased  colleague  and 
friend.  1 will  only  say  that  those  who  knew  him 
best  esteemed  him  most,  and  that  he  was  a*  much 
distinguished  for  his  kindness  and  benevolence  in 
private  life  as  for  his  ability  and  fidelity  as  a public 
mail.  With  Ins  bereaved  family  I deeply,  sincerely, 
sympathize.  Their  loss  is  irreparable.  How  shall 
they  be  consoled?  Words  of  condolence,  I lcnovtf, 
(all  without  meaning  on  the  ear  of  sorrow,  and  there 
is  no  comfort  in  them.  But  let  us  trust  that  He  who 
“tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb”  will  not  bn 
less  kind  to  the  widow  am!  the  orphan  children  of 
our  deceased  friend.  As  a tribute  of  respect  to  Ids 


memory,  and  to  show  to  those  to  whom  he  was  so 
dear  that  he  is  held  in  respectful  and  affectionate  re- 
membrance by  us  with  whom  he  was  associated,  1 
offer  the  resolutions  which  I now  send  to  the  chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  house  have 
heard  with  deep  sensibility  of  the  death  of  the  hon. 
Charles  Ogle,  late  a representative  from  the  state  ol 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  as  a testimonial  of  respect  for  the 
character  of  the  deceased  they  will  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a further  testimonial  of  respect, 
the  house  will  now  adjourn  until  to-morrow  at  11 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

And  accordingly  the  house  adjourned  until  11 
o’clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  June  3.  The  journal  of  yesterday  be- 
ing read;  Mr.  Barnard  moved  (hat  the  house  now 
take  up  and  consider  the  following  resolutions  here- 
tofore offered  by  him,  and  which  are  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved,  That  so  many  only  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees named  in  the  rules  of  the  last  house  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  be  appointed  at  the  present  session  as 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  under  these  rules  to  take 
charge  of  and  consider  the  several  subjects  presented 
in  the  message  of  the  president  just  read,  and  requiring, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  the  action  of  congress 
at  the  present  session;  except  that  the  committee  of 
elections  and  the  committee  on  accounts  may  also  be 
appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  nine  members 
shall  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  and  consider  so 
much  of  liie  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  and  a fiscal  agent  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  nine  members 
shall  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  and  consider  so 
much  of  tlie  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  dis 
position  of  the  public  lands  and  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  thereof. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  aware  that  there  might  be 
other  unfinished  business  on  which  the  house  might 
be  desirous  to  act;  but,  in  the  present  condition  ol 
the  house,  he  held  it  perfectly  competent  and  par- 
liamentary to  take  up  any  business  which  the  ma- 
jority might  please.  He  gave  notice  that  he  intend- 
ed to  move  that,  after  Ihe  house  shall  have  passed 
the  order  for  the  appointment  of  committees,  the 
house  should  agree  that  when  it  adjourn  it  would 
adjourn  over  to  Monday  next,  for  the  purpose,  ex- 
pressly, of  giving  the  speaker  such  time  and  oppor- 
tunity as  he  certainly  must  require,  considering  the 
great  number  of  new  members,  to  appoint  the  com- 
mittees. 

He  proposed  to  modify  his  first  resolution  by  sub- 
stituting that  which  he  now  sent  to  the  chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  standing  committees  nam- 
ed in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  preceding  house 
of  representatives  be  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Pickens  inquired  whether  he  rightly  under- 
stood the  resolution  as  proposing  to  raise  a select 
committee  of  nine  members  upon  the  currency,  in- 
dependent of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to 
which  the  subject  had  been  heretofore  referred,  or 
as  a substitute  for  that  committee. 

Mr.  Barnard.  Not  as  a substitute,  because  the 
first  resolution  proposed  that  all  the  committees 
should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  this  was  then  a proposition  to 
raise  two  distinct  select  committees  over  and  above 
the  usual  committees  of  this  house.  Under  the 
standing  rules  of  the  last  congress,  we  had  standing 
committees  appointed  to  which  these  subject  mat- 
ters were  invariably  referred.  The  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  invariably,  heretofore,  taken 
charge  of  the  currency  question,  as  (he  gentleman 
pleased  to  call  it;  and  the  committee  on  public  lands 
had  invariably  taken  charge  of  the  other  proposition 
referred  to.  He  Imped  the  house  would  not  now  de- 
part from  this  general  custom;  he  saw  no  reason  for 
the  change.  At  the  special  session  of  1S37,  the  usual 
course  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  committees 
was  pursued.  He  could  see  no  propriety  in  the 
change  proposed.  II  the  gentleman  from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Barnard) , desired  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee  on  the  currency,  he  con  Id,  having  a speaker 
of  his  own  choice,  obtain  such  a committee,  and 
thus  set  forth  his  views  on  the  currency  and  the 
land  question;  and  he,  (Mr.  P.)  could  see  no  pro- 
priety on  the  face  of  the  earth  for  varying  the  mode 
of  procedure;  it  he  could,  it  was  probable  he  might 
entertain  a different  opinion,  but,  as  at  present  advis- 
ed, he  should  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  usual 
course. 

Mr.  Clifford  inquired  of  the  speaker  what  was  the 
question  before  the  house. 

The  speaker  replied  that  the  chair  considered  that 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  had  been  given 
to  the  presentation  ol  the  resolutions  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  on  a former  day. 

Mr.  Clifford  said  that  when  those  resolutions  were 
offered  on  a former  day,  lie  had  risen  and  distinctly 
objected  to  their  reception 


Mr.  Mallory.  I understood  the  resolutions  to  have 
heen  simply  read  for  the  information  of  Ihe  house. 

The  speaker  said  that  as  yet  no  rules  had  been 
made  to  regulate  the  order  of  the  business  ot  (lie 
house.  The  propriety  of  business  was  within  the 
control  of  the  house,  and  the  question  would  now  lie 
put  whether  the  house  would  consider  the  resolu- 
tions at  this  time? 

And  the  question  having  been  propounded  and  the 
house  having  partly  divided;  Mr.  McKay  said  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Barnard),  was  novel 
and  extraordinary.  The  first  business  of  the  house 
had  heretofore  been  to  determine  Hie  number  of 
standing  committees  to  be  appointed,  and  then  to 
adopt  the  usual  resolution  that  the  speaker  should 
appoint  those  committees.  But  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  N.  York  was,  that  the  speaker 
should  appoint  ceitain  committees  before  it  had 
been  decided  what  committees  should  be  appointed. 
What  reason  was  there  that  this  should  be  done? 
He  could  see  none,  and  he  hoped  the  house  would 
insist  on  the  usual  preliminary  movements. 

Mr.  Clifford  was  proceeding  to  express  his  opinion 
on  the  extraordinary  proposition  of  Ihe  gentleman 
from  New  York;  when  Mr.  Mallory  rose  lo  a point 
of  order.  He  desired  to  know  whether  this  debate 
was  in  order  until  the  house  should  have  derided 
t hat  it  would  take  up  and  consider  the  resolutions. 
The  question  was  on  reception,  and  upon  that  ques- 
tion the  house  was  dividing  when  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  McKay),  rose  to  address 
the  house. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  this  point  of 
order,  when  the  speaker  decided  that  the  question, 
being  out  of  priority  of  business,  was  not  debatea- 
ble. 

Mr.  Clifford  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  the 
question  should  be  taken;  but  that  if  it  was  to  be 
debated,  he  should  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  Barnard  wished  the  house  he  said,  to  under- 
stand how  the  question  stood.  The  resolutions  for 
the  consideration  of  which  he  now'  asked,  were  pre- 
sented by  him  oil  Tuesday  last.  They  were  pre- 
sented arid  read,  and,  on  his  own  motion,  were  laid 
upon  the  table  for  future  consideration,  and  there 
could,  therefore,  be  no  question  of  reception,  as 
claimed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mal- 
lory.) The  question  now  to  be  decided  was  whether 
the  house  would  take  up  and  consider  these  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Mallory  said  he  did  not  understand  Ihe  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Barnard),  the  other  day 
as  moving  to  lay  these  resolutions  on  the  table,  but 
as  simply  asking  that  they  might  he  read  tor  the  in- 
formation of  the  house. 

Mr  .Barnard  and  Mr.  Clifford  rising  to  address 
the  chair,  Mr.  Mallory  called  both  gentlemen  lo 
order. 

Mr.  Barnard  inquired  of  Ihe  speaker,  what  was 
the  question  before  the  house? 

The  speaker  said  there  was  none,  the  house  hav- 
ing refused  to  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  Barnard  inquired  when  the  house  had  so  re- 
fused? A division  was  called  for  and  partly  made, 
but  no  decision  w as  announced. 

After  some  conversation  on  this  point,  Mr.  Briggs 
asked  for  the  rending  of  the  resolutions;  which  hav- 
ing been  read,  Mr.  Barnard  said  that  Ihe  house  was 
thin,  probably  from  a misapprehension  as  to  the* 
hour  of  meeting.  He  knew  that  there  had  heen 
some  misapprehension  on  that  point.  He  would 
move  a call  of  the  house. 

After  some  conversation  on  a point  of  order,  the 
question  was  taken  and  the  house  refused  to  order  a 
(all. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  consideration 
of  Hie  resolutions,  the  house  refused  to  consider 
them  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  that  the  house  now  take 
up  and  consider  the  resolution  and  amendments 
heretofore  offered  in  relation  to  the  rules  of  the  last 
congress,  ami  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  by  a 
vote  of  the  house  on  a former  day. 

The  motion  having  prevailed,  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  heretofore 
offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  which  is  in  the  following 
words: 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
last  house  of  representatives  be  adopted  as  the  rules 
and  orders  of  this  house  for  the  next  ensuing  ten  days, 
and  that  a committee  of  nine  members  be  appointed  lo 
revise  said  rules  and  orders,  and  to  report  thereon  within 
the  said  ten  days. 

Which  resolution  Mr.  Underwood  had  heretofore 
moved  to  amend  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
sert, “That  a committee  of  nine  he  appointed  to  re- 
vise, amend  and  report  rules  lor  the*  government  of 
this  house;  and  that,  until  such  committee  make  re- 
poit,  and  the  same  be  finally  acted  upon,  the  rules 
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and  orders  of  the  last  house  of  representatives  shall 
be  considered  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  house.” 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Adams  had  heretofore 
offered  the  following  amendment:  After  the  words 
“house  of  representatives”  insert  the  words  “except- 
ing the  21st  rule,  which  is  hereby  rescinded.”  [This 
rule  excludes  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 
&c.] 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  Mr.  Underwood  said  he  was  somewhat 
indifferent  whether  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams),  pre- 
vailed or  not.  He,  (Mr.  U.)  thought  that,  in  all 
probability,  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  gentlemen 
from  the  north  to  discuss  this  question  of  the  right 
of  petition.  He  was  willing  to  meet  them,  and  to 
give  them  his  views  on  this  subject,  as  he  had  wish- 
ed to  do  some  years  ago,  but  at  that  time  he  was 
cut  off  by  the  previous  question.  He  did  not  think 
debate  could  be  prevented,  and  he  was  willing  to 
meet  the  consequences  of  it  now,  as  well  as  at  any 
other  time.  Indeed,  as  a southern  man  and  a slave- 
holder, he  was  desirous  to  see  the  position  which 
northern  men  intended  to  occupy  clearly  laid  open. 
He,  lor  one,  was  not  afraid  of  it.  And  here  he  would 
take  occasion  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  resolu- 
tions read  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams),  the  other  day  did  not  fairly  present 
the  question.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  house 
should  treat  petitions  on  this  subject  with  great  re- 
spect, and  should  assign  its  reasons  for  the  rejection 
of  such  petitions;  and  a few  years  ago  he,  (Mr.  U.) 
had  proposed  to  assign  upon  the  record  reasons  why 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  coming  from 
the  north,  should  not  be  received.  The  manner  in 
which  those  petitions  had  been  treated  here,  and  the 
use  which  politicians  had  made  of  them,  had  led  to 
the  supposition  (hat  the  people  of  the  north  were  in- 
sulted— were  treated  with  disrespect;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  indignation  had  been  raised  against 
our  proceedings  here;  when,  if  the  true  state  of  the 
case  had  been  made  known,  there  could  have  been 
no  ground  for  such  an  inference.  The  standing  rule 
of  the  house  always  required  the  member  presenting 
a petition  to  give  a brief  statement  of  the  contents 
of  the  petition;  upon  that  statement  of  facts  it  was 
that  the  house  acted;  and  he  wished  the  people  to 
be  informed  that,  instead  of  being  treated  disrespect- 
fully, their  petitions  were  acted  upon  on  principle; 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  house  adopt  some 
principle  which  would  show  the  reasons  why  these 
petitions  should  not  be  received.  It  was  not  his 
wish  to  go  into  a general  discussion;  he  thought  that, 
if  that  were  done,  the  house  would  be  kept  week 
after  w'eek  debating  the  subject,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  great  matters  of  public  concernment  in  re- 
ference to  which  they  had  been  called  together. — 
And,  for  his  own  part,  for  (he  purpose  of  avoiding 
that  discussion,  he  would  sooner  consent  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
and  reserve  the  question  for  discussion  at  some  fu- 
ture day.  The  debate,  if  once  entered  upon,  would 
not  terminate  for  weeks;  and  he  hoped,  therefore, 
that  all  the  members  on  different  sides  of  the  house 
would  restrain  their  inclinations  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion. The  time,  the  occasion  which  convened  them, 
the  business  before  congress — all  these  considera- 
tions seemed  to  him  to  be  so  many  strong  arguments 
against  going  into  the  general  discussion. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  himself  he 
would  say  a single  word.  The  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise) , allowed  the  com- 
mittee ten  days.  The  effect  of  his,  (Mr.  U’s)  pro- 
position, if  carried,  was  not  to  restrain  the  commit- 
tee in  point  of  time,  but  to  adopt  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  last  house  until  the  committee  should  report; 
and  Unit  he  conceived  was  the  only  difference  be- 
tween his  proposition  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Wise.  I will  accept  the  gentleman’s  propo- 
sition as  a modification  of  my  own. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  proceeded  to  state  some  facts, 
illustrative  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  express- 
ed by  him  the  other  day,  and  which  he  now  repeat- 
ed, that  there  was  a necessity  for  a radical  change 
in  the  rules  of  the  house.  He  instanced  especially 
the  cases,  first,  of  time  lost  at  a former  session  in 
merely  compelling  the  attendance  of  the  members, 
which  he  demonstrated  to  have  been  nineteen  days. 
Secondly,  the  time  lost  in  the  discussion  of  prelimi- 
nary ararngements  in  the  distribution  of  subjects 
amongst  the  appropriate  committees.  And,  lastly, 
the  cases  of  assaults  and  batteries.  He  had,  in  the 
course  of  his  experience,  heard  language  of  the  most 
offensive  character  applied  by  members  to  each 
other-r-language  which  his  mouth  should  not  utter. 
He  had  seen  assaults  and  batteries  committed  in  this 
house  right  under  the  nose  of  the  speaker,  and  in  no 
instance  had  the  party  offending  been  made  account- 
able for  his  conduct.  Heretofore,  in  such  cases, 
the  house  had  attempted  to  act  under  the  broad  par- 


liamentary law  of  Great  Britain — a law  which  was 
not  specific,  w'hich  did  not  define  the  offence,  nor 
prescribe  the  punishment;  and  the  consequence  was, 
when  the  house  came  to  apply  it,  they  found  they 
could  do  nothing  at  all.  The  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  rule  should  take  up  this  subject  also. 
The  house  must  legislate;  it  must  define  the  offence 
and  prescribe  the  punishment;  and  when  that  was 
done,  the  house  would  have  a plain  rule  of  action 
before  it,  and  would  not  be  left  at  large  to  the  uncer- 
tain provisions  of  the  parliamentary  law.  This,  in 
his  judgment,  was  a most  important  matter;  and  he 
did  wish  that  while  the  rules  were  under  investiga- 
tion the  committee  might  take  charge  of  this  subject 
also.  If  something  was  not  done,  we  should  witness 
the  same  scenes  here  again  that  we  had  witnessed, 
heretofore. 

Mr.  Wise  said:  Sir,  when  I consented  the  other 
day  to  take  the  question  upon  this  resolution,  in  the 
absence  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams),  I was  informed  that  he  had,  probably,  no 
remarks  to  make  on  the  subject,  and  I certainly  had 
no  desire  to  debate  it,  but  wished  to  avoid  all  debate. 
My  wish  now  is,  to  adopt  the  rules  and  to  proceed 
to  business;  but  the  gentleman  made  some  declara- 
tions which  compel  me  to  respond  to  them,,  which  1 
will  do  briefly,  though  reluctantly. 

The  gentleman  says  that  this  21st  rule,  to  reject 
abolition  petitions  upon  their  presentation  and  a 
brief  statement  of  their  contents,  was  a “ measure 
of  the  last  administration,  and  that  either  that  admin- 
istration was  the  tool  of  those  whigs  who  offered  and 
supported  it,  or  that  those  whigs  were  the  tools  of  that 
administration.” 

Now,  sir,  I declare  that  the  gentleman  has  not  the 
shadow  of  foundation  in  truth  for  this  assertion. 
There  is  no  evidence,  no  data  upon  which  to  base 
any  such  assertion;  and  it  is  the  mere  creature  of  a 
blind,  bedizened,  prejudiced  imagination. 

The  history  of  this  21st  rule  is  simply  this.  I 
know  it  well,  for  the  proposition  from  which  it 
sptung  was  drawn  originally  by  my  own  hand.  I 
was  taken  sick,  and  a gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson ),  the  only  gentleman  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  a whig  from  that  state,  took  my  propo- 
sition and  offered  it  to  the  house,  and  he  accepted 
as  a substitute  for  it  from  my  friend  from  the  Mont- 
gomery district  in  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson),  the 
measure  as  it  now  stands  in  the  form  of  the  2 1st 
rule.  Thus  it  originated  with  my  two  friends  (Mr. 
Johnsonand  Mr.  Thompson ) and  myself,  withoutcon- 
sultation,  advice,  or  concert  with  any  member  of 
the  then  administration  party.  I will  not  go  back 
and  trace  this  rule  from  the  first  movement,  in  1836, 
to  lay  the  question  of  reception  of  abolition  petitions 
upon  the  table,  but  content  myself  with  the  contra- 
diction only  of  the  declaration  that  it  wras  an  ad- 
ministration measure.  It  is  true,  however,  as  stated 
by  the  gentleman,  that  this  rule  was  passed  by  the 
united  vote  of  a majority  of  the  administration  party 
and  a minority  of  the  whigs — a minority  composed 
of  all  the  southern  or  slaveholding  whigs, .except 
some  four  or  five,  perhaps,  and  one  whig  gentleman 
(Mr.  Proffil ) of  the  non-slaveholding  states,  to  whom 
1 now  return  my  sincere  thanks. 

But  the  gentleman  meant  to  go  further  than  to 
say  merely  that  this  rule  was  an  administration  mea- 
sure. He  meant,  doubtless,  to  have  it  inferred  that 
now  it  will  be  an  administration  measure  to  have 
this  rule  repealed;  and,  indeed,  if  the  gentleman 
meant  any  thing,  he  made  an  appeal  direct  to  the 
whig  majority  now  here  from  the  non -slaveholding 
states  to  rescind  it.  Sir,  I know  not  whom  the  gen- 
tleman would  define  to  be  the  administration — the 
executive  and  his  cabinet  or  the  whig  majority  here. 
But,  if  he  means  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  his  cabinet,  I here  undertake  to  say  that  that 
gentleman  has  no  authority  for  advancing  the  repeal 
of  this  rule  as  a measure  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. Indeed,  I know  that  no  man  is  more  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  this  disturbing  topic  here  than 
the  present  chief  magistrale.  And  what  authority 
has  the  gentleman  for  applying  this  to  be  an  admin- 
istration measure,  when  the  present  secretary  of 
state,  representing  Massachusetts  herself  in  the 
cabinet,  pledged  himself  to  Virginia  from  her  Capi- 
tol that  her  institutions  should  not  be  touched  by 
him — that  this  delicate  subject  should  be  left  where 
it  was  left  by  the  framers  of  (he  constitution,  un- 
touched, undisturbed,  uriagitated  by  him  and  those 
who  acted  with  him  in  the  north.  If  by  an  admin- 
istration measure  the  gentleman  means  that  the  ma- 
jority of  non  slaveholding  whig  members,  combined 
with  a few  from  the  south,  will  repeal  this  rule,  I con- 
fess that  as  to  that  I am  not  so  well  or  so  fully  advised. 
We  shall  see.  But,  if  they  do,  it  will  badly  com- 
port with  their  professions  and  protestations  before 
the  election  that  they  were  not  of  the  abolition 
party  in  the  north,  thus  early  to  repeal  this  rule  now, 
for  the  first  time,  declared  to  be  a measure  of  the 
last  administration;  and  this  repeal  by  this  adminis- 


tration will  not  contrast  well  in  the  south  with  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  by  the  last  administration. 
But  until  I am  convinced  otherwise,  I will  not  dis- 
trust the  whigs  of  the  north  on  this  subject.  If  the 
rule  had  never  been  adopted,  I would  hardly  ask 
them  now  to  adopt  it  for  the  ftrst  time,  but  hav- 
ing been  adopted,  I confidently  trust  in  them  not  to 
repeal  it. 

The  gentleman  says  it  should  be  rescinded  because 
it  is  a case  of  the  ‘■‘south  against  the  north,  to  oppress 
the  north.”  Sir,  I deny  this  assertion  too,  as  un- 
founded in  truth  as  it  is  sectional  in  feeling.  The 
south  against  the  north?  If  any  such  proposition  be 
true,  the  truth  is  rather  that  it  is  the  north  against 
the  south,  to  oppress  the  south.  No,sir,  I beg  par- 
don of  the  north — of  a few  dangerous  fanatics  in  the 
north  against  the  south — unsupported,  unbacked, 
discountenanced  by  the  virtue  and  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  north.  Fanatics,  few  ard  insigni- 
ficant in  numbers,  but  potential,  it  is  true,  in  wealth, 
in  zeal,  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  press,  and  in  the 
schools — frowned  upon  by  the  great  majority  in  the 
north  for  agitating  this  most  dangerous  topic  of  abo- 
lishing our  southern  institutions,  of  applying  the 
brand  of  the  incendiary  and  the  knife  of  domes- 
tic insurrection.  What  institution  of  the  north 
do  we  of  the  south  threaten  or  attack?  Are  we  to 
be  said  to  be  against  the  north,  to  oppress  the  north, 
merely  because  we  prevent  dangers  to  ourselves  and 
defend  from  attacks  coming  from  the  north?  The 
gentleman  says  that  it  is  the  south  against  the  north 
to  oppress  the  north,  because  nine  petitions  out  of 
ten  coming  from  the  north  are  not  received  under 
the  operation  of  this  21st  rule.  Sir,  if  this  be  so, 
it  is  because  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  petitions  coming 
here  from  the  north  are  petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District  and  the  south.  I defy  the 
gentleman  to  show  an  instance  of  a respectful  pe- 
tition from  any  quarter  rejected,  unless  it  was  one 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  But  the  gen- 
tleman had  read  sundry  “resolves  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts  concerning  the  denial  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  house  of  representatives  of  the  right  of 
petition,”  declaring  this  rule  to  be  “a  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  a 
bold  denial  of  inalienable  rights,  and  stretch  ofpow- 
er  which  can  never  be  quietly  submitted  to  by  a free 
people;”  and  protesting  against  it  “as  being  void 
in  its  inception  and  of  no  binding  force,  they  assert 
the  right  of  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, however  mistaken  in  their  views  or  insignificant 
in  number,  to  petition  congress  for  a redress  of 
grievances,  or  what  to  them  may  seem  such;  and 
that  congress  is  bound  to  receive  all  such  petitions, 
and  give  them  a respectful  and  deliberate  conside- 
ration,” &..C.  By  the  bye,  sir,  I do  not  know  how 
these  resolves  even  of  the  sovereign  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts came  to  be  placed  upon  our  journals  of 
the  last  congress.  They  do  not  belong  there  under 
this  very  rule,  as  they  were  a paper  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  were  hardly  respectful  to  the  last 
congress,  and  were  exactly  such  resolves  as  should 
have  been  excluded  from  a place  in  our  print- 
ing. But,  this  aside,  they  are  not  true  in  fact  or 
argument. 

This  21st  role  does  not  deny  the  right  of  peti- 
tion on  any  subject;  and  congress  is  not  bound  to 
receive  all  petitions  praying  for  a redress  of  grie- 
vances, or  what  to  petitioners  may  seem  such,  and 
to  give  them  a respectful  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion. 

These  resolves,  like  the  opinions  of  many  on  this 
rule,  are  founded  on  an  ignorance  of  the  operation 
and  practice  of  our  rules  in  congress,  and  in  a fail- 
ure to  discriminate  justly  between  the  rights  of  pe- 
titioners and  the  rights  of  legislators. 

The  right  of  petition  to  congress  is  guarantied  by 
the  constitulion,  by  the  provision  of  the  first  article 
of  amendments. 

“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  exercise 
thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble, 
and  to  petition  the  government  for  a redress  of  grie- 
vances.” 

Our  rules  require  a member  to  rise  in  his  place  to 
present  a petition,  and  to  make  “a  brief  statement  of 
the  contents  thereof,  verbally.” 

After  presentation,  statement  of  contents,  and  hear- 
ing, of  course  the  question  of  reception  arises  upon 
every  petition. 

The  21st  rule  declares  that 

“No  petition,  memorial,  resolution  or  other  pa- 
per praying  the  abolition  of  slavery,  See.  &.c.  shall  be 
received  by  this  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever.” 

The  rule  you  observe,  sir,  prevents  the  reception 
of  abolition  petitions,  or  their  being  entertained  by 
the  house  in  any  way  whatever;  but  does  not  pre- 
vent their  presentation  for  reception,  or  their  hear- 
ing, by  stating  their  contents.  And  the  question 
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is,  does  this  rule  violate  the  constitution  {by  abridg- 
ing the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble, 
and  to  petition  the  government  for  a redress  of  grie- 
vances? And  is  congress  bound  to  receive  the  peti- 
tions and  to  give  them  a respectful  and  deliberate 
consideration ? 

Sir,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  right  of  petition?  I 
admit  it,  for  the  argument  sake,  to  be  unlimited  and 
absolute.  Congress  has  no  power  by  law  or  other- 
wise to  abridge  it  in  any  form.  It  stops  short  only 
of  the  legislative  power.  Now  where  does  the  right 
of  petition  stop  and  the  power  of  legislation  begin? 
Define  that  limit,  distinguish  only  between  the  steps 
of  legislation  and  the  progress  of  petition,  and  the 
question  is  solved. 

In  all  fairness  1 mean  to  address  myself  to  the 
good  sense  of  those  of  the  north  who  are  not  aboli- 
tionists, and  who  have  prejudged  this  question,  and 
are  contending  for  the  right  ot  petition  apart  from 
the  wrongs  of  abolition.  And  I will  not  pause  upon 
the  point  that  this  21st  rule  is  no  law  of  congress; 
that  it  does  not  interfere  with  or  abridge  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the 
government  for  a redress  of  grievances.  Nor  will  1 
stop  to  ask  whether  slavery  is  any  grievance  of  the 
people  of  the  non-slaveholding  states,  or  whether 
they  may  not  petition  to  redress  the  grievances  of 
the  whole  world.  No,  I will  deal  in  more  liberal 
logic.  I will  not  contend  for  the  least  abridgment 
of  the  right  of  petition.  It  extends,  I repeat,  just 
to  the  point  where  the  right  of  the  legislator  be- 
gins. 

The  right  of  petition  embraces, 

1st.  The  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble. 

2d.  To  petition  the  government— for  any  thing,  if 
you  choose. 

3d.  To /iresenf  their  petitions. 

4th.  To  have  their  petitions  heard. 

Then  commence  the  rights  and  responsibilities  ol 
government,  or  congress.  The  right,  under  all  due 
responsibility  is — 

1st.  To  receive,  that  is,  to  entertain  or  not. 

The  government  may  or  may  not,  under  due  re- 
sponsibility, take  the  first  step;  or  the 

2d.  To  defer  and  consider,  or  the  final  step  of 
granting  the  prayer. 

But  these  resolves  say  no.  Gentlemen  here  say 
no.  You — congress — are  bound  to  receive,  and  give 
a respectfiil  and  deliberate  consideration.  Why?  Be- 
cause, what  is  the  right  of  petition  worth  if  yon  do 
not  receive  and  consider  them?  My  reply  is:  Why 
stop  there?  Why  not  ask,  what  is  the  right  of  pe- 
tition worth  unless  congress  will  not  only  receive  and 
consider , but  finally  grant  the  prayers  of  petitions ? 
Do  not  gentlemen  see  if  this  reasoning,  can  compel 
the  first  and  second  steps  of  legislation,  to  receive 
and  consider,  that  a parity  of  reasoning,  the  same 
reason  in  fact,  conducts  you  to  compel  congress  in 
all  cases  to  grant  the  prayers  of  all  petitions?  It 
congress,  by  the  right  of  petition,  is  compelled  and 
bound  to  take  the  first  step,  why  is  it  not,  by  the 
same  right,  bound  and  obliged  to  take  the  final  step 
of  legislation,  to  grant  the  prayer  of  every  petition? 
And  what  is  petition  worth  without  a grant  of  its 
piayer?  may  be  more  pertinently  and  substantively 
asked. 

Is  congress  bound  to  take  the  first  step  of  legis- 
lation any  more  than  the  last,  on  all  petitions?  No. 
There  are  many  classes  of  petitions,  which  the  peo- 
ple have  the  perfect  right  peaceably  to  assemble  to 
make,  which  they  have  the  right  to  present,  and 
which  they  have  the  right  to  have  heard  too,  but 
concerning  which  congress  is  bound  not  to  take  the 
very  first  step  of  legislation.  For  instance; 

1st.  Congress  is  bound,  in  self-respect,  not  to  re- 
ceive petitions  insulting  to  itself — not  couched  in 
decent  and  respectful  terms.  Every  legislature,  in 
every  civilized  country,  has  this  inherent  power  of 
self-preservation  and  self- protection. 

2d.  Congress  is  bound  not  to  receive  petitions 
contra  bonos  mores.  Such  for  example,  as  petitions 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  gambling  houses, 
or  houses  of  worse  resort,  or  such  prayers  as  are 
grossly  and  impiously  shocking  to  the  common  Chris- 
tian sense. 

3d.  Congress  is  bound  not  to  receive  such  as  pray 
for  palpable  violations  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  We  are  all  sworn  to  support  that 
instrument,  arid  we  must  not  under  our  oaths  take 
the  very  first  step  towards  the  grant  of  a petition 
praying,  for  instance,  congress  “to  make  a law  re- 
specting the  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  government 
for  a redress  of  grievances.” 

4th.  Congress  may  not  receive  those  which  have 
been  often  before  received  and  referred,  and  report- 
ed upon  and  debated  fully,  and  deliberately  decided 
upon  again  and  again  lor  a long  series  of  years. 


and  which  have  been  uniformly  condemned  by  the 
government.  Such  is  the  case  with  this  very  class 
of  petitions.  They  were  received  and  referred  and 
reported  against,  or  not  reported  upon  at  all,  from 
1787  down  to  1836,  and  sometimes  and  often  con- 
demned since  then  up  to  the  last  congress,  which  re- 
fused to  receive  them  at  all  after  presentation  and  a 
heaiing.  From  the  father  of  the  constitution,  Mr. 
Madison,  down  to  this  day,  they  have  been  univer- 
sally and  uniformly  rejected,  more  than  a million  of 
them,  for  fifty  years,  and  yet  it  is  insisted  ttiat  we 
are  bound  to  do  more  than  to  sit  patiently  under  their 
presentation  and  the  statement  of  their  contents, 
and  that  we  must  receive  them  and  respectfully  and 
deliberately  consider  them.  Is  there  no  such  prin- 
ciple as  “stare  decisis”  in  our  government?  Have 
we  not  received  them  and  respectfully  and  delibe- 
rately considered  them  long  enough?  Do  we  not 
all  know  their  contents  and  prayers  and  merits  and 
mischiefs  well  enough?  Or,  are  we  to  be  “fatigued 
into  compliance”  with  their  prayers?  A polite  and 
patient  government  could  no  more  than  listen  and  in- 
stantly reject.  We  reject  them  at  once,  and  have  the 
right  to  do  so,  and  reason  enough,  every  body  here 
knows. 

5th.  Congress  is  bound  not  to  receive  petitions 
which  violently  and  dangerously  attack  the  saius 
populi.  I will  not  comment  upon  the  tendencies 
of  these  petitions.  The  theme  is  too  agitating 
upon  a subject  too  delicate.  And  I might  enume- 
rate-^ 

C*h . Congress  ought  not  to  receive  petitions  which 
invariably  disturb  its  order  and  prevent  the  progress 
of  its  business  of  primary  importance;  which  arrest 
currency,  finance,  distribution,  relief  and  every  thing 
at  an  extraordinary  session,  when  time  presses  and 
every  thing  should  yield  to  business.  But  fanata- 
cisin  has  consumed  too  much  of  the  public  time,  and 
here  I leave  the  issue. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  obtained  the  floor,  and  seve- 
ral voices  were  heard  crying  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which,  however,  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  not 
move. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  Mr.  J.  to  give  way,  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a motion  that  the  subject  be  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present,  in  order  that  a resolution 
might  he  introduced  that  would  so  far  organize  the 
house  as  that  its  business  could  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Johnson  declined  to  give  way.  He  was  not, 
he  said,  in  the  house  the  other  day  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  made  his 
remarks  on  his  proposed  amendment,  but  he  had 
cast  his  eye  over  them  as  published.  This  and 
other  considerations  induced  him  (Mr.  J.)  to  tres- 
pass for  a brief  space  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
house.  And,  at  the  outset,  he  deemed  it  due  to 
himself  to  say  that  the  gentleman  (although  he 
might  have  presented  his  own  impressions  and  opi- 
nions) had  not  presented  the  history  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  offered.  The  gentle- 
man, in  his  remarks  as  published  in  the  Intelligen- 
cer, was  reported  as  having  said  that  the  21st  rule 
“was  the  measure  of  the  northern  man  with  south- 
ern principles;  and  a southern  man  brought  in  that 
rule  and  made  the  northern  man  with  southern 
principles  and  the  party  of  which  he  was  at  the  head 
his  tools,  or  made  himself  their  tool  to  carry  out  that 
rule.” 

Mr.  Adams  rose  to  make  an  explanation.  And 
Mr.  J.  having  yielded  the  floor  for  that  purpose, 
Mr.  Adams  said  he  should  not  object  to  the  gentle- 
man’s commenting  upon  that  particular  phrase  in 
the  report  of  the  Intelligencer;  but  he  gave  the  gen- 
tleman warning  that  probably  no  speech  ever  made 
in  this  house  had  been  so  grossly  misrepresented  as 
the  speech  made  by  him  the  other  day. 

And,  as  an  instance  in  proof,  he  would  give  what 
the  editors  themselves  had  this  morning  acknow- 
ledged and  apologized  for.  In  the  courseof  the  ar- 
gument, he  had  introduced  a series  of  resolutions 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  this 
identical  rule,  expressing  the  opinion — the  unani- 
mous opinion — of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  on  this 
identical  rule.  How  was  it  reported  in  the  Nation- 
al Intelligencer?  Another  set  of  resolutions  from 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  having  no  sort  of 
relation  to  this  rule  was  published  in  the  “Intelli- 
gencer” as  that  set  of  resolutions  which  he  had 
caused  to  be  read;  and  this  gave  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  most  especially  to  the  argument  he  had 
the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  house,  an  air  of  bur- 
lesque. His  speech  was  on  one  subject — the  reso- 
lutions introduced  in  the  “Intelligencer”  were  on 
another.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Johnson)  took  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the  report  of 
the  “Intelligencer,”  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  no  sort  of  ob 
jection  to  his  referring  to  that  particular  phrase,  be- 
cause, in  substance,  he  had  used  it.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
was  not  aware  at  the  time  that  the  gentleman  was 
not  in  the  house,  or  probably  he  should  not  have 
used  that  phiase.  He  now  repeated  that  the  trans- 


action was  substantially  an  administration  measure. 
He  had  proved  it,  not  by  declamation,  but  by  re- 
lerence  to  the  votes  of  the  two  parties,  politically 
speaking,  and  of  the  votes  of  the  two  parties,  geo- 
graphically speaking,  or  speaking  with  reference  to 
freedom  and  slavery.  The  journal  w ould  show  that 
the  measure  was  carried  by  a decided  administra- 
tion majority,  and  it  never  could  have  been  carried 
but  by  an  administration  majority. 

Mr.  W.  C Johnson.  It  comes  out  then  that  the 
report  is  strictly  correct;  and  that  the  sentence  1 
read  was  given  with  perfect  truth.  I cannot  see, 
therefore,  what  object  ttie  gentleman  had  in  view 
when  he  asked  me  to  yield  the  floor  for  the  purpose 
of  explanation.  I supposed  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  an  error. 

There  was  one  thing  (Mr.  J.  said)  which  greatly 
astonished  him;  it  was  this:  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  should,  with  so  much  force,  reassert 
or  reaffirm  an  accusation  of  this  sort.  What  autho- 
rity had  he  offered?  What  evidence  had  he  given? 
What  interview  had  he  referred  to?  What  arrange- 
ment had  been  made,  of  which  he  was  cognizant, 
that  it  should  be  said  he  was  in  treaty  with  the  ad- 
ministration party,  either  to  use  them  as  his  tools, 
or  to  let  them  use  him  as  their  tool?  A man  of  the 
age  and  experience  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts— a man  who  knew  so  well  how  to  value 
character,  and  who  had  lived  such  a laborious  life 
a9  he  had  done  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  it — 
ought  not  to  make  a charge  of  this  nature  here,  in 
the  presence  of  the  nation,  unless  he  had  some 
fact,  some  data,  some  evidence  upon  which  to  pre- 
dicate it.  He  ( Mr.  J.)  called  upon  that  gentleman 
and  all  who  thought  with  him  to  present  to  this 
house  the  evidence  upon  which  the  charge  is  found- 
ed. Had  it  been  made  in  mere  wantonness?  Had 
it  been  rhade  because  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  intro- 
duced a proposition  which  superseded  that  of  the 
gentleman  himself?  Had  it  been  made  because, 
with  some  degree  of  labor,  (and  he  was  glad  to  have 
it  in  his  power  to  add,  with  some  degree  of  suc- 
cess), he  had  answered  the  argument  which  the 
gentleman  then  made? 

He  deemed  it  due  to  himself,  due  to  the  adminis- 
tration party  then  on  that  floor,  and  due  to  candor, 
justice  and  honot  to  say  that  he  bad  not  been  in 
communion  with  one  solitary  human  being  in  that 
house  before  he  draughted  that  resolution;  that  he 
had  not  interchanged  an  opinion  with  one  member 
of  the  Van  Buren  party,  either  in  or  out  of  congress, 
in  regard  to  the  original  proposition  which  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who 
was  absent  from  indiposition,  wdiich  induced  him 
to  hand  it  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
And  the  resolution  which  the  gentleman  had  intend- 
ed himself  to  offer  was  almost  substantially  the 
same  as  that  he  (Mr.  IF.  Cost  Johnson)  offered,  viz: 
to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  to  receive  abolition 
petitions;  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts ( Mr.  Adams)  was  attacking  that  resolution,  he 
said  that  it  was  indefinite,  and  that  it  was  dodging 
the  question,  or  something  very  like  it.  While  the 
gentleman  was  speaking,  he  (Mr.  J.)  draughted  his 
resolution  and  showed  it  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  his  object  in  doing  so  was  to 
ascertain  whether  he  would  receive  and  adopt  it  as 
his  own,  which  he  consented  to  do  instead  of  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  having  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
induced  him  (Mr.  J.)  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  accept  his  resolution  as  a modifi- 
cation of  his  own,  which  he  agreed  to.  This  was  the 
history  of  the  resolution,  or  the  twenty- first  rule  of 
the  house.  And  thus,  in  the  hurry  of  debate  and  the 
confusion  that  prevailed,  the  resolution  was  written 
by  himself  at  the  desk,  and  offered  as  an  amendment 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Massachu- 
setts. This  was  the  conspiracy,  this  was  the  plot,  this 
was  the  stratagem  which  had  been  complained  of. 
He  recollected  very  w’ell  that,  while  theeditor  of  the 
Globe  at  the  time  came  out  and  charged  him  as  an 
instrument  put  forward  by  the  whig  party  to  offer 
the  resolution,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
also  rose  in  his  place  and  said  that  he  [Mr.  J ] was 
acting  as  the  tool  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  or  lan- 
guage to  that  elfect.  He  was  very  apprehensive 
that  the  gentleman  had  given  vent  to  his  real  feel- 
ings and  judgment;  but  w hatever  he  might  think  of 
him,  lie  [Mr.  J.]  believed,  he  thought  in  his  inmost 
bosom,  that  he  would  be  no  man’s  tool,  and  that  he 
would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  made  the  instrument 
of  any  man  or  set  of  men  for  an  unrighteous  or  un- 
holy purpose.  Thus  much  for  the  history  of  that 
resolution  which  became  one  of  the  rules  of  the 
last  congress. 

He  had  a few  words  to  say  as  to  the  proposition 
then  b “fore  the  chair,  which  was,  as  lie  understood 
it,  to  adopt  all  the  rules  of  the  last  congress,  with 
the  exception  of  the  twenty-first,  which  relates  to 
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the  rejection  of  abolition  petitions.  He  would  say 
that  he  was  most  happy  lor  two  years  to  be  sur- 
rounded in  that  house  by  a majority  of  the  members 
of  congress  who  sustained,  both  by  their  speeches 
and  votes,  the  rule  now  proposed  to  be  rescinded, 
and  he  would  be  most  happy  if  the  present  congress 
would  do  as  the  last  one  had  done.  Why  change 
the  rule  in  question?  He  saw  no  good  reason  for 
it.  An  apprehension  prevailed  at  the  period  to 
which  he  had  referred  that  its  adoption  would  cre- 
ate great  excitement  at  the  north;  but  he  would  ask 
if  it  had  had  that  effect?  And  he  appealed  to  nor- 
thern men  and  to  the  public  journals  to  prove  that 
it  was  without  foundation.  He  would  ask  if  it  had 
not  been  productive  of  good;  if  there  had  not  been 
less  excitement  than  before,  and  whether  every 
thing  had  not  gone  on  in  peace  and  harmony,  both 
in  and  out  of  congress,  on  the  question  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery?  We  all  know  that  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  twenty  first  rule  congress  had  been  per- 
petually interrupted,  day  after  day,  by  efforts  to  in- 
troduce a resolution  to  receive  petitions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  abolition.  He  objected  to  agitating  this 
question  again,  and  he  would  tell  gentlemen  that 
they  might  bring  it  up  again  and  triumph  for  a 
season,  and  sport  with  the  feelings  of  southern  men, 
but  that  a reaction  in  the  public  feeling  would  take 
place  was  as  inevitable  as  that  the  tides  of  the 
ocean  would  ebb  and  flow-.  Whilst  now  all  was 
quiet,  whilst  all  was  peace,  they  might  think  they 
could  make  inroads  upon  their  rights;  but  the  mo- 
ment they  should  attempt  it,  that  moment  would  they 
re-create  an  excitement,  both  in  and  out  of  these 
halls,  which  every  lover  of  peace  and  harmony  must 
deprecate.  And  it  would  be  found  that  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers  on  this  floor  would  southern 
men  become  stronger  in  denouncing  any  interfer- 
ence with  their  rights.  The  whole  south  would  he 
found  meeting  as  one  man  on  this  question.  We 
have  been  called  here  to  dispose  of  grave  and  seri- 
ous subjects,  and  not  to  discuss  the  question  of'  abo- 
lition, and,  therefore,  it  was  useless  and  unnecessa- 
ry to  interfere  with  the  twenty-first  rule.  Did  the 
president  ol  the  United  States  say  one  word  in  his 
message  on  the  subject  of  abolition,  directly  or  in- 
directly? Not  a syllable.  And  yet  the  first  step 
taken  on  this  floor  was  contrary  to  the  recommen- 
dations in  the  message.  It  was  then  entirely  fo- 
reign to  the  purposes  for  which  congress  had  been 
specially  convened. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Under- 
wood ),  had  remarked,  in  the  course  of  Iris  speech  this 
morning,  that  a feeling  of  indignation  had  been  got- 
ten up  in  the  country  in  regard  to  the  presentation 
of  abolition  petitions  to  congress.  Now  where,  he, 
(Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson),  would  ask,  was  the  feeling 
of  indignation?  He  knew  not.  The  nation  was,  at 
this  moment,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  utmost  tran- 
quillity and  repose.  It  was,  too,  looking  with  the 
most  anxious  solicitude  to  our  proceedings,  in  order 
to  see  what  we  are  going  to  do  for  the  relief  of  the 
country — what  we  are  going  to  do  in  reference  to 
improving  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try. He  confessed  he  was  apprehensive  that  no- 
thing good  could  grow  out  of  rescinding  the  21st 
rule,  but  on  the  contrary  much  evil  might  result 
from  it.  He  was  fully  convinced  that  the  sentiments 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  were  in  favor 
of  the  course  he,  (Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson ),  was  taking 
in  reference  to  rescinding  this  resolution.  He  had 
set  forth  his  opinion  on  this  question,  in  a letter 
which  had  been  some  time  since  published  to  the 
world. 

M r .Ada  ms  here  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson  resumed.  He  had  not  the  let- 
ter in  his  possession,  but  he  stated  it  as  a fact  that 
the  executive  had  written  a letter  to  the  effect  which 
he,  (Mr.  J.)  had  intimated.  He  therefore  was  de- 
sirous to  clear  his  skirls  of  any  charge  that  he  was 
cither  directly  or  indirectly  an  instrument  in  this 
matter,  ft  was  but  an  act  of  justice  towards  that 
distinguished  individual  lo  say  thus  much  in  his  vin- 
dication. If  this  house,  the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion, should  undertake  the  responsibihiy  of  acting  on 
this  question,  and  of  throw  ing  open  the  doors  lo  a 
flood  of  abolition  petitions,  why,  let  them  do  if;  but 
do  not  couple  the  name  of  the  executive  with  it. 
As  he  had  already  said,  he  offered  the  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  abolition  petitions  which  became  the 
21st  rule,  and  he  rejoiced  that  he  had  done  it.  Hav- 
ing advocated  it  then,  he  would  do  so  now,  because 
he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his  opinion  ns  to 
the  propriety  and  correctness  of  ttie  course  which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  take. 

He  did  not  think  it  proper  to  discuss  the  whole 
subject  again,  which  had  been  fully  and  elaborately 
argued  on  a former  occasion.  The  chief  motive  by 
which  he  bad  been  governed  ill  offering  bis  resolu- 
tion was  lo  throw  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters,  and 
the  result  of  its  adoption  was  to  restore  peace  and 
and  harmony  to  the  house.  We  had  not  witnessed 


those  angry  scenes  here  since,  which  had  induced  a 
w hole  delegation  of  members  representing  a portion 
of  the  south  to  withdraw  from  this  body  in  order  to 
devise  and  consult  upon  what  course  they  should 
take  to  defend  the  rights  of  their  constituents.  But 
repeal  this  resolution,  and  what  might  be  done  he 
would  not  pretend  lo  foretell.  He  would,  however, 
predict  that  no  good  would  come  of  it  to  any  portion 
of  this  union — no  beneficial  results  to  any  interest  of 
this  wide  spread  confederacy.  Rescind  this  rule, 
and  endless  discussion  will  be  the  consequence,  and 
the  excitement  would  be  so  great  as  to  retard  the 
despatch  of  the  business  which  had  called  us  to- 
gether, and  thus  we  might  be  sitting  here  till  near 
the  meeting  of  the  regular  session.  He  was,  for  all 
these  reasons,  opposed  to  rescinding  the  resolution, 
and  because  he  wished  congress  to  go  on  and  dis- 
pose of  the  various  measures  which  the  country  was 
most  anxiously  waiting  lo  have  disposed  of  as  speed- 
iy  as  possible.  He  would  vote  to  retain  the  resolu- 
tion, and  let  the  consequences  fall  upon  those  who 
were  for  rescinding  it.  He  would  invoke  this  house, 
and  more  especially  his  whig  friends,  to  pause  and 
anxiously  and  deliberately  reflect  before  they  coun- 
tenanced a course  of  action  which  would  lead  to  re- 
sults disastrous  in  their  effects.  It  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  enlarge  upon  this  occasion,  but  in  order  to 
show  what  hail  been  the  proceedings  of  this  house 
upon  the  question,  he  would  ask  its  attention  to  the 
yeas  and  nays  which  had  been  taken  on  the  subject, 
and  were  to  be  found  in  page  194  of  the  journal  of 
the  house,  in  the  years  1335-’G.  [Here  (lie  clerk 
read  them.]  His  object  in  having  the  yeas  and  nays 
read  was  to  show  that  Ihe  principle  had  been  adopt- 
ed to  reject  abolition  petitions,  and  that,  too,  on  the 
most  high  and  patriotic  grounds,  because  of  the  ex- 
citement throughout  the  country,  and  in  the  national 
councils. 

Now,  rescind  this  resolution,  and  we  should  then 
have  Ihe  same  excitement  that  was  witnessed  here 
before  its  adoption,  and  when,  on  one  occasion,  a 
motion  to  receive  an  abolition  petition  was  laid  on 
the  table  by  a vote  of  176  to  37,  and  Mr.  Adams  led 
off  in  the  affirmative.  After  referring  to  what  was 
the  opinion  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  Mr.  J.  remarked  that  he  thought 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise), 
that  all  abolition  petitions  ought  to  be  rejected,  be- 
cause we  have  not  the  power  to  act  on  the  question. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  had  dropped  a senti- 
ment in  reference  to  the  course  of  some  northern 
men,  which  required  a little  qualification.  He  would 
say,  however,  that  there  are  some  men  at  the  north 
who,  although  not  partaking  of  the  excitement, 
which  ought  not  to  exist  here,  on  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition, nevertheless  pressed  it  upon  us  in  opposition 
to  the  feelings  of  the  south,  rather  than  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  violent  abolitionists  of  their  own  dis- 
tricts. But,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  whether  the 
house  was  willing  to  throw  open  the  whole  question 
for  discussion,  he  would  call  the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  here  followed  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question,  under  the  parliamentary 
law;  the  speaker  deciding  that,  if  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  the  question  must  be  taken  on  each 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  then  proceeded  to  say  that,  on 
reflection,  he  would  not  call  the  previous  question, 
although  there  were  many  gentlemen  around  him 
desirous  that  he  should  do  so,  because  he  did  not 
wish  the  house  to  take  a vote  on  a proposition  which 
would  be  most  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. He  believed  that  if  this  question  should  be 
brought  up  on  the  adoption  of  the  rules,  after  a com- 
mittee should  have  been  appointed  to  examine  them, 
that  would  be  a most  fitting  time  to  say  what  altera- 
tion, if  any,  should  be  made  in  them. 

Mr.  Slade  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  question, 
if,  indeed,  its  merits  bail  been  actually  reached  in 
the  discussion.  He  felt  compelled  to  say  that,  so  far 
as  the  question  had  been  discussed  with  a reference 
to  the  agency  which  the  respective  parties  in  the 
last  congress  had  in  the  adoption  of  (he  21st  rule, 
and  die  disccssion  had  been  mostly  confined  to  that, 
its  merits  had  not  been  touched  at  all.  He  deemed 
it  of  no  importance  to  go  into  an  examination  as  to 
ihe  paternity  of  the  rule.  Whether  it  was  a measure 
of  Ihe  last  administiation  or  of  its  opponents,  did  not 
affect  its  true  character.  He  could  perceive  no  good 
that  could  result  from  bringing  up  these  reminis- 
cences. Its  only  effect  would  be  lo  divert  the  house 
from  the  truequestion  before  it,  and  throw  it  off  into 
an  interminable  sea  of  debate  on  points  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 

Mr.  S.  said  his  purpose  had  been,  and  still  was, 
to  refrain  from  discus-ing  the  twenty-first  rule,  or 
Hie  subject  of  slavery,  at  the  present  session.  When 
the  proper  time  should  arrive,  lie  should  have  much 
to  say  on  the  question  of  slavery,  and  upon  the  rule, 
should  there  be  an  attempt  to  adopt  it.  But  he  came 


here  at  the  present  session  for  a different  purpose. 
He  came  with  an  express  determination  lo  present 
no  abolition  petitions,  and  with  a confident  belief 
that  nobody  would  present  them;  and,  he  would 
add,  with  a confident  belie!  that  the  friends  of  the  rule 
in  question  would  refrain  from  pressing  it,  that  they 
would  not  force  upon  the  house  a question  which 
must  necessarily  lead  to  a protracted  debate,  and 
trench  upon  time  which  ought  to  be  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  objects  which  formed  the  necessity  for 
the  extraordinary  session.  He  had  not  believed  that 
the  friends  of  the  rule  would,  in  the  absence  of  all 
necessity  lor  it,  undertake  the  experiment  of  gag- 
ging, six  months  in  advance,  merely  for  the  sake,  of 
showing  their  power  of  doing  it.  The  rule  expired 
on  the  3d  of  March  last.  He  had  thought  they 
would  be  willing  to  let  it  sleep,  at  least  until  the 
first  regular  session  of  the  27th  congress;  and  (hat  he 
might  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  con- 
scious freedom  during  the  intervening  period — es- 
pecially as  lie  had  felt,  what  he  now  avowed,  no  dis- 
position to  exercise  that  freedom  to  the  anncj-ance  of 
any  body. 

To  show  the  house  what  had  been  his  views  on 
the  subject,  and  the  course  he  had  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  pursue,  he  would  beg  permission  to  read  to 
the  house  a communication  he  had  addressed  to  the 
leading  abolition  paper  in  Vermont,  touching  this 
subject.  A correspondent  of  the  paper  having  sug- 
gested that  petitions  should  be  sent  to  congress  at 
the  extra  session,  praying  for  the  rescinding  of  the 
twenty-first  rule,  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  thereupon  ad- 
dressed the  editor  the  following: 

“I  observe  in  your  paper  of  the  24(h,  which  ha3 
just  reached  me,  a communication  from  Jesse  Sted- 
tnan,  urging  the  sending  of  petitions  to  congress,  at 
the  extra  session,  praying  lor  the  rescinding;  ol’  the 
‘infamous  twenty-first  rule’  of  Ihe  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

“If  petitions  are  to  be  forwarded,  (hey  should  not 
pray  for  the  rescinding  of  the  rule,  as  it  is  not  now 
in  existence.  The  rules  of  the  last  congress  ex- 
pired with  that  congress.  None  of  them  will  have 
any  force  or  effect  until  revived  by  Hie  action  of 
ttie  next  house  of  representatives.  The  petitions 
should  therefore  ask  that  no  such  rule  be  again 
adopted. 

“I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  I do  not  deem  it 
of  any  importance  that  petitions  such  as  I have  sug- 
gested should  be  presented  at  the  extra  session.  It  is 
desirable  that  that  session  should  be  as  short  as  pos- 
sible— that  it  should  be  confined  to  the  legislation 
rendered  indispensably  necessary  by  (lie  financial 
condition  of  the  country.  That  will  spread  itself 
sufficiently  to  cover  all  the  time  that  the  represen- 
tatives will  be  willing  to  spend,  or  their  constituents 
will  be  willing  to  have  them  spend,  in  an  extra  ses- 
sion. I presume  that  no  representative  will  think 
of  presenting,  at  that  session,  any  such  petitions  as 
were  in  contemplation  when  the  twenty- first  rule 
of  the  last  house  was  adopted;  and  that  in  adopting 
the  late  rules,  at  the  extra  session,  the  twenty-first 
rule  will,  by  common  consent,  be  dropped.  1 do 
not  say  that  there  will  be  no  attempt  to  adopt  it 
at  the  next  regular  session  in  December;  but  its 
friends,  1 am  sure,  will  not  think  of  pressing  it  at 
the  extra  session,  knowing,  as  they  must,  tiiat  its 
discussion  will  occupy  time  which,  the  urgent  ne- 
cessities of  Hie  country  demand  should  Be  otherwise 
appropriated;  and  feeling  assured  that  no  necessity 
lor  it  will  exist  at  that  session  to  keep  out  ‘abolition 
petitions.’  At  the  extra  session  in  September,  1S37, 
these  petitions  were  withholden  from  presentation 
by  common  consent;  and  so,  I presume,  they  will  be 
at  the  extra  session  which  is  approaching. 

“No  man  can  hold  ‘the  twenty-first  rule’  to  be 
more  ‘infamous’  than  I do;  but  I do  not  think  that 
any  thing  will  be  gained  by  sending  petitions  against 
its  readoption  at  the  extra  session.  Let  it  opponents 
reserve  their  strength  for  the  regular  session  in  De- 
cember, when,  if  ever,  an  attempt  may  be  made  to 
revive  it.  Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SLADE. 

“Middlebury  April , 28,  IS  it.’ 

In  one  particular,  Mr.  S.  said,  lie  had  been  mis- 
taken in  the  communication  he  had  just  read.  His 
impression  had  been  that  abolition  petitions  Itad 
been  withholden  from  presentation  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  1S37;  but  upon  examination  of  Ihe  journal 
of  that  session,  he  found  that  the  following  resolu- 
tion had  been  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  several  standing 
committees  of  this  house  on  all  matters  not  embraced 
by  the  message  of  ihe  president  of  the  United  States  to 
the  two  houses  of  congress,  communicated  on  the  se- 
cond day  of  the  current  session,  be  suspended  until  the 
commencement  of  tho  annual  session  of  congress  in 
December  next;  and  that  the  consideration  of  all  peti- 
tions on  sucli  suspended  matters  be  also  postponed  lo 
the  period  above  specified. 

Underfills  resolution,  all  petilions  of  every  de- 
scription, not  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  pre- 
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sident’s  message,  were  laid  on  the  table  and  passed 
over  to  the  next  session.  But  lew  abolition  peti- 
tions, however,  were  presented.  He  was  not  able 
to  find  that  he  had  presented  a single  one  during 
the  session.  Those  which  were  presented  were  on 
the  table,  not  under  a slavery  gag  rule,  but  because 
they  did  not  fall  within  the  range  of  business  to 
which  it  had  been  proper  to  confine  the  extra  session. 

Mr.  S.said  he  would  have  the  same  course  pursued 
now.  He  did  not  believe  that  any  abolition  petitions 
would  be  presented  during  the  present  session;  but 
if  there  should,  they  might  be  disposed  of  under  a 
general  resolution  like  that  adopted  at  the  extra 
session  of  1837.  He  would  therefore  simply  drop 
the  21st  rule:  in  other  words,  except  it  from  the 
rules  of  the  last  house  of  representatives,  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  government  of  the  present.  He  thought 
none  could  object  to  this.  It  coinpromitted  nobo- 
dy. To  drop  or  except  it  from  the  rules  would  be 
simply  saying:  We  have  come  here  for  a special 

purpose.  We  desire  to  accomplish  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  will  not  consume  time  by  urging  the 
adoption  of  a rule  for  which  there  is  no  practical 
necessity  at  the  present  session,  and  to  press  which 
will  only  have  the  effect  of  producing  irritation, 
without  stopping  the  presentation  of  a single  aboli- 
tion petition. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  he  had 
suggested,  Mr.  S.  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  a por- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  his  venerable  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams)  was  unnecessary;  and 
for  this,  if  for  no  other  reason,  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tlemen would  so  modify  it  as  to  omit  that  part  which 
contemplated  the  rescinding  of  the  21st  rule.  If  his 
friend  should  decline  the  modification,  he  would 
move  to  amend  his  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words  “which  is  hereby  rescinded.”  He  did  this 
for  two  reasons. 

In  the  first  place,  there  seemed  to  be  an  absurdi- 
ty in  undertaking  to  rescind  a rule  which  was  no 
longer  in  existence.  The  leading  significations  of 
the  w-ord  rescind  are,  to  lop  or  cut  off — to  annul — 
to  repeal.  All  these  necessarily  suppose  that  some- 
thing is  in  existence,  upon  which  the  rescinding  pro- 
cess is  to  operate.  Before  the  4th  of  March  last,  all 
these  acts  might  have  been  performed  upon  the  21st 
rule,  because  it  was  in  being.  But  it  had  ceased  to 
be.  It  was  dead.  He  would  let  it  remain  so.  To 
undertake  to  rescind  the  rule  seemed  to  him  as  ab- 
surd as  to  attempt  to  repeal  a law  which  had  expired 
by  its  own  limitation. 

In  the  second  place,  Mr.  S.  said  he  objected  to 
the  attempt  to  “ rescind ” the  rule,  because  such  ac- 
tion, if  not  absurd,  was  unnecessary.  What  pur- 
pose would  be  answered  by  rescinding,  which  would 
not  be  answered  by  merely  dropping  the  rule?  He 
would  avoid  giving  the  act  an  unnecessarily  offen- 
sive form  to  any.  He  believed  there  were  many 
who  had  no  disposition  to  revive  the  rule  at  the 
present  session,  if  ever,  who  would  not  vote  to  re- 
scind it.  It  was  dead,  and  they  were  willing  to  let 
it  remain  so.  They  might  vote  to  leave  it  out  of 
the  revised  rules,  but  would  not  go  beyond  this. 
And  why  should  they?  Why  put  the  proposition 
in  such  a form  as  to  leave  them  no  alternative  but  to 
rescind  or  retain  the  rule?  Why  not  permit  them  to 
give  a vote  which  should  have  the  effect  merely  to 
drop  it? 

And  who  would  object  to  dropping  it?  There 
would,  probably,  be  no  petitions  presented  at  the 
present  session  for  it  to  act  on;  or  if  there  should 
be,  they  might  be  sent  over  to  the  next  session  un- 
der a general  resolution,  w hich  should  thus  dispose 
of  every  thing  not  embraced  in  the  president’s  mes- 
sage. Why,  then,  should  the  adoption  of  the  rule 
be  pressed?  Did  gentlemen  wish  to  anticipate  the 
discussions  of  the  next  session?  Was  there  not 
business  enough  necessarily  growing  out  of  the 
present  crisis  without  consuming  the  time  by  forc- 
ing t lie  discussions  upon  the  house  which  an  attempt 
to  revive  this  odious  rule  must  necessarily  produce? 
Let  gentlemen  consider  upon  whom  would  fall  the 
responsibility  of  this  consumption  of  time.  For 
himself,  Mr.  S.  said,  tic  desired  to  do  the  business 
rendered  indispensable  by  the  existing  crisis  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  people  expected  this.  They  had  a 
right  to  expect  it. 

Mr.  S.said  he  might  perhaps  be  asked  why,  since 
he  urged  the  absence  of  all  necessity  for  the  rule 
at  the  present  session,  there  was  any  necessity  for 
dropping  it?  If  there  should  be  nothing  for  it  to 
act  on,  would  it  not  be  harmless?  Why,  then,  op- 
pose it?  No  freeman  (said  Mr.  S.)  need  be  asked 
why  he  should  resist  a denial  of  his  right,  because 
he  did  not  desire  to  exercise  it,  and  it  was  therefore 
unnecessary  to  enforce  the  denial.  But  in  this  case, 
if  the  rule  vvas  to  be  enforced  for  the  time  being,  it 
would  probably  be  enforced  for  the  entire  congress. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had,  before  leaving  home,  express- 
ed a belief  that  the  “odious  twenty  first  rule”  would 
not  be  pressed  at  the  present  session.  Some  of  the 


abolitionists  had  derided  him  for  his  credulity,  lie 
was  in  the  habit  of  leaning  to  the  favorable  side  in 
judging  of  men;  and  he  would  not  abandon  the  po- 
sition he  had  taken  in  this  ca3e,  until  ttie  rule  should 
be  actually  forced  upon  him. 

Mr.  S.  expressed  his  surprise  that  those  who  de- 
preciated a continuance  of  the  abolition  excitement 
should  insist  on  the  adoption  of  the  21st  rule.  He 
could  give  no  assurance  that  a refusal  to  adopt  the 
rule  would  stop  excitement  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry; but  he  w'ould  say  that  it3  rcadoption  would  very 
greatly  increase  it.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
( Mr.  Johnson)  had  contended  that  the  adoption  of 
the  rule  had  had  the  effect  of  allaying  the  abolition 
excitement,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  and  that  it 
should,  therefore,  be  continued.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had 
determined  to  avoid,  at  this  time,  going  into  a dis 
mission  of  the  merits  of  the  rule;  but  lie  must  take 
the  occasion  to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land was  greatly  mistaken  in  his  estimate  of  the 
effect  of  it.  It  was  true,  it  had  to  some  extent,  kept 
execitement  outof  this  hall;  but  it  had  not  allayed  it 
elsewhere.  The  gentleman  was  evidently  ignorant 
of  the  depth  and  strength  of  the  feeling  which  pre 
vailed  at  the  north  on  this  subject.  While  the  gen- 
tleman was  dreaming  that  abolition  was  dead,  it  was, 
in  fact,  gathering  strength  from  his  own  efforts  to 
suppress  it. 

There  was  (said  Mr.  S.)  a great  mistake  prevail- 
ing in  regard  to  the  effect  of  gag  resolutions  and 
gag  rules.  It  was  taking  a narrow  view  of  the  sub- 
ject to  look  only  at  the  immediate  results  of  these 
measures  here.  Those  must  know  very  litlle  of 
the  nature  of  the  abolition  excitement  who  think 
to  stop  or  retard  it  by  denying  Ihe  right  of  petition, 
and  forbidding  discussion  in  this  hall.  They  ought 
to  know  that,  if  obstructed  in  one  channel,  it  will 
find  another.  The  stream  will  roll  on,  obstruct  it 
who  will.  Who  would  think  of  stopping  the  Po- 
tomac by  a dam?  Raise  it  mountain  high,  and  the 
waters  will  rise  with  it,  and  either  sweep  it  away, 
or  force  a passage  around  it,  and  roll  on  to  the 
ocean.  It  was  just  so  with  abolition.  It  mocks  at 
gag  resolutions  and  gag  rules. 

And  let  gentlemen  bew  are  of  the  direction  which 
their  own  ill-advised  measures  might  give  to  the 
abolition  excitement.  There  was  already  a “third 
party”  in  existence,  with  candidates  for  flic  presi- 
dency and  vice  presidency  in  the  field.  That  party 
had  been  forced  into  being  by  the  gag  resolutions 
and  rules  which  had  been  adopted  here,  and  by 
kindred  measures  in  favor  of  slavery  elsewhere. 
The  readoption  of  the  gag  rule  at  this  time  won  Id 
give  a tremendous  impulse  to  the  movements  of  that 
parly.  Let  gentlemen  beware  of  the  consequences  of 
the  act  they  were  about  to  perform. 

The  great  question  of  slavery  (Mr.  S.  said) 
would  have  to  be  met  in  some  form  sooner  or  later, 
and  that  not  merely  as  a question  of  philanthropy 
and  of  human  rights,  but  as  one  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  finances  of  the  country,  affected  as 
they  are,  and  ever  must  be,  by  the  antagonist  influ- 
ences of  free  and  slave  labor.  The  institution  of 
slavery  is  practically  interwoven  with  the  whole 
subject  of  political  economy  in  this  and  in  every 
country  where  it  exists,  and  it  must  be  discussed. 
But  be  would  not  now  go  into  the  subject.  He 
would  only  repeat  the  expression  of  his  anxious 
desire  that  the  present  session  should  not  be  con- 
sumed with  the  agitation  of  this  question.  He 
believed  that  the  true  way  to  prevent  this  vvas,  to 
drop  the  rule,  upon  the  assumption  that  nobody 
would  be  disposed  now  to  offer  any  thing  for  the 
action  of  the  house  upon  which  it  could  operate, 
or,  if  they  should,  that  it  might  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  not  under  a rule  odiously  applicable  to  this 
subject  alone,  but  under  a resolution  which  should 
exclude  from  consideration  at  this  session  all  sub- 
jects not  embraced  in  the  president’s  message.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  Ihe  whole  house,  north,  south, 
east  and  west,  might  come  together  on  this  ground, 
and  that  the  act  might  go  forth  to  the  country,  not 
as  a triumph  of  abolition  or  anti-abolition,  but  as  a 
measure  dictated  by  a sense  of  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  occupying  all  the  lime  of  the  house  in 
Ihe  great  business  lor  which  it  had  been  called  toge- 
ther. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  rose,  not,  he  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  participating  in  the  debate,  hut  to  bring 
forward  a proposition  which  he  would  oiler  with 
the  sincere  hope  that  it  would  be  adopted. 

The  speaker  reminded  the  gentleman  that  there 
was  already  an  amendment  loan  amendment  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  Mason  expressed  the  hope  that  gentlemen 
would  withdraw  their  propositions  to  enable  him  to 
present  his.  - 

And  a suggestion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dawson  that 
the  gentleman  should  move  to  lay  the  subject  upon 
the  table,  in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  offer 
his  proposition. 


Much  desultory  conversation  followed  on  a point 
of  order. 

Mr.  Slade  modified  his  amendment  by  adding  af- 
the  words  “2 1st  rule”  the  woids,  “and  that  (he  ac- 
tion of  Ihe  several  standing  committees  of  this  house 
upon  all  matters  not  embraced  in  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  his  communica- 
tion upon  the  1st  day  of  June,  be  suspended  until 
the  commencement  of  the  annual  session  of  con- 
gress in  December  next,  and  that  the  consideration 
of  all  such  petitions  be  postponed  until  said  session.” 

Mr.  Mason  asked  that  his  proposition  might  be 
read. 

After  numberless  notices  and  discussions  on 
points  of  order,  the  previous  question  was  called 
under  the  parliamentary  law,  and  was  seconded,  the 
speaker  having  decided  that,  under  that  law,  any 
one  member  could  second  the  demand. 

And  the  previous  question  having  been  seconded, 
many  members  rising  for  the  purpose — 

Mr.  Slade  again  modified  his  amendment  by  with- 
drawning  that  portion  of  it  which  excluded  the  con- 
sideration of  subjects  not  included  in  the  president’s 
message,  remarking  that  such  an  amendment  might 
exclude  subjects  which  should  be  considered. 

And,  after  further  discussions  on  points  of  order, 
and  as  to  the  effect  of  the  previous  question,  the 
question  was  taken  by  tellers,  “shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put?”  and  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  75,  nays  94. 

Under  the  parliamentary  law.  the  effect  of  this 
vote  was  to  put  the  whole  subject  from  under  the 
consideration  of  Ihe  house  for  one  day. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Briggs  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  standing  committees  of 
this  house,  as  provided  for  in  the  rules  of  the  last  house 
of  representatives,  be  now  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Wise  objected  that  the  resolution  adopted 
one  part  of  the  rules  and  not  the  other. 

Mr.  Barnard  submitted  that  his  resolutions  were 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Briggs  insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  grant- 
ing the  usual  time  and  opportunity  to  the  stTeaker 
to  appoint — more  necessary  now  by  reason  of  the 
great  number  of  new  members.  He  hoped  this  or- 
dinary act  of  courtesy  to  the  presiding  officer  would 
not  be  withheld;  but  that  the  house  would  adopt  the 
resolution  and  adjourn  over  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Wise  said  the  speaker  could  select  in  his  own 
mind  the  members  of  the  several  committees.  And 
he  would  therefore  move  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ to  meet  at  11  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mr.  T.  Smith  asked  the  yeas  and  nay's,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  60,  nays 
148.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  speaker,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid  before 
the  house  a message  rrom  the  president,  transmit- 
ting a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  exhi- 
biting the  transfers  of  appropriations  made  in  that 
department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
president,  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1809.  Laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  finances. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  for  the  reading  of  certain  para- 
graphs containing  an  intimation  that  the  secretary 
could  furnish  a plan  for  a national  bank,  which 
would  overcome  the  constitutional  scruples  hitherto 
entertained  against  that  sort  of  fiscal  agent. 

And,  after  some  difficulty  and  discussion  on  a 
point  of  order,  the  extracts  were  read. 

Mr.  Wise,  ollered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quesled  to  lay  before  this  house  the  plan  of  “such  a fis- 
cal agent  recommended  in  his  report  of  this  day  ns  will 
remove  all  scruples  touching  the  question  of  constitu- 
tional power,  and  thus  avoid  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against  those  fiscal  agents  heretofore  cre- 
ated by  congress;”  and  that  a coinmit'ee  of  nine  mem- 
bers be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  nport  such 
plan  when  presented  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Everett  thought  that  we  ought  to  have  the 
document  printed  first,  that  its  contents  might  be 
examined.  Ami  be  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  and  that  it  be  printed.  If  the  appoint- 
ment of  a select  committee  should  afterwards  ap- 
pear to  be  called  tor,  it  would  be  lime  enough  to 
appoint  it. 

Mr.  Profit  asked  a division  of  the  resolution, 
first  on  that  part  calling  for  the  plan,  and  secondly 
on  the  appointment  of  a select  committee, 

Mr.  Evcictt  submitted  that  bis  motion  was  first 
in  order.  And  the  speaker  so  decided. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  message  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed 

Mr.  Wise  bad  no  objection  lo  that,  but  hoped  the 
house  wood  call  for  the  plan. 

A fter  some  desultory  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
IFisc,  Bidlaclc  and  Briggs  participated,  the  message 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 
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The  speaker  then  decided  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Wise  to  be  the  next  business  in  order. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  the  following  as  a substi- 
tute: 

Resolved.  That  it  is  necessary  and  proper  to  create 
a national  bank  to  act  as  a fiscal  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  approved  July  4,  1840.” 

Resolved,  That  a committe  of be  appointed  to 

prepare  aud  report  a bill  or  bills  to  carry  into  effect  the 
preceding  resolution. 

Mr.  U.  declared  he  had  serious  objections  to  call- 
ing on  the  executive  departments  to  submit  plans 
for  legislation.  It  had  not  been  usual. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  very  first  movement  ever 
made  by  this  government  upon  a question  of  finance, 
after  the  constitution  was  formed,  was  a regular  call 
on  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, for  hi3  views  or  plan.  So  with  Mr.  Dallas, 
Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Galiatin.  And  it  was  the 
express  constitutional  duty  of  the  executive  de- 
partments to  recommend  measures  to  congress. 

Mr.  Underwood  had  not  gone  so  far  back  in  what 
he  said.  He  meant  to  say  that,  in  his  own  experi- 
ence, it  had  not  been  usual  to  call  upon  the  depart- 
ments for  plans  of  legislation,  and  he,  for  one,  was 
not  willing  now  to  set  the  example. 

He  wished  that  a direct  vote  should  be  taken  on 
this  proposition.  He  did  not  wish  to  debate  it;  for 
twelve  years  it  had  been  debated.  If  once  the  dis- 
cussion was  opened,  there  would  be  no  end  to  it, 
and  he  did  not  believe  that  a single  vote  would  be 
changed  by  it.  If  this  resolution  should  prevail, 
then  the  committee  which  might  be  raised  might 
call  on  the  departments  or  individuals  for  informa- 
tion, or  might  consult  such  other  sources  as  they 
might  think  proper.  He  wanted  the  house  to  re- 
spond this  evening  to  this  proposition,  bank  or  no 
bank;  sub-treasury  or  no  sub  treasury;  and  thus 
let  the  country  know  whether  any  thing  was  to  be 
expected  at  the  hands  of  congress  or  not.  If  the 
resolution  was  decided  in  the  negative,  he  should 
be  willing  to  go  home  in  a week.  If  it  was  adopt- 
ed, there  would  be  abundant  opportunity,  when  the 
details  of  the  bill  came  to  be  settled,  for  every  gen- 
tleman to  express  his  views.  No  difficulty  on  that 
score  need  be  anticipated. 

Mr.  Wise  raised  the  point  whether  the  resolution 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn 
until  Monday  next,  at  11  o’clock. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  refused. 

And  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  at 
11  o’clock. 

CHRONICLE. 

American  antiquities.  J.  H.  Stevens’  forthcoming 
work  on  the  cities  and  temples  in  Central  America, 
is  to  be  published  the  ensuing  week.  It  will  have  se- 
venty engravings,  mostly  on  steel. 

Balloons.  We  find  the  following  in  the  Moniteur 
Purisien:  "An  experiment  of  the  highest  interest  was 
performed  at  the  Chateau  de  Villetaneuse,  near  Saint 

Dennis.  M.  S and  his  son  had  for  some  time  past 

announced  publicly  that  they  had  succeeded  in  the 
means  of  directing  balloons  in  the  air,  and  several  ex- 
periments on  a small  scale,  in  the  court-yard  of  the 
Hcole  Militaire,  in  Paris,  had  been  attended  with  satis- 
factory results.  The  experiment  has  verified  all  their 
hopes.  M.  S.  jr.  after  rising  to  a height  of  about  ‘250 
metres  with  a balloon  constructed  by  himself  and  his 
father,  set  at  work  their  ingenious  mechanism,  and 
immediately  the  balloon  proceeded  to  the  west,  not- 
withstanding a pretty  strong  wind  blowing  from  that 
point.  He  then  returned  and  sailed  about  in  various 
directions,  the  balloon  rising  or  lowering  at  the  will  of 
the  aeronaut  without  the  apparent  use  of  any  kind  of 
ballast.  The  experiments  lasted  for  three  hours,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  M.  S.  descended  at  the 
point  from  which  he  had  started,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  spectators.’’ 

Banks.  The  memorial  to  congress  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank  has  been  unanimously  adopt- 
ed by  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce,  and  is 
circulating  for  signatures — twenty  thousand  it  is  said 
have  been  obtained — a committee  have  been  raised  to 
proceed  with  it  to  Washington. 

The  memorial  of  the  New  York  chamber  of  com- 
merce in  favor  of  a national  bank  having  been  referred 
to  a committee  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  Phila- 
delphia. that  committee  have  unanimously 

Resolved , That  whilst  this  chamber  are  decidedly  in 
fovor  of  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  or  fiscal 
agent,  they  yet  deem  it  inexpedient  at  present  to  me- 
morialize congress  on  the  subject. 

The  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  of  Penn-' 
sylvania  have  directed  suit  against  the  late  president, 
Mr.  Biddle.  The  officers  of  the  bank  have  been  em- 
ployed for  some  time  in  giving  certificates  of  deposile 
bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  in  exchange  for  its  notes, 
as  well  as  to  such  depositors  as  had  funds  in  the  bank 
at  the  time  of  its  suspension.  About  $800,000  have 
been  funded  in  this  way.  The  effect  will  be  salutary, 
inasmuch  as  creditors  of  the  bank,  either  as  note 
holders  or  depositors,  will  now  draw  interest. 


Boston.  The  ancient  and  honorable  artillery  com- 
pany of  Boston,  under  the  command  of  general  Ap- 
pleton Plowe,  celebrated  its  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
third  anniversary  on  Monday  last- 

Hon.  Thos.  W.  Chinn,  late  a member  of  congress 
from  Louisiana,  has  been  appointed  president  of  the 
board  of  public  works  of  Louisiana,  vice  gen.  Joseph 
Bernard,  resigned. 

William  Gaylord  Clark,  esq.  editor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Gazette,  expired  on  the  night  of  the  12th  inst. 
of  pulmonary  disease,  in  his  32d  year.  "A  scholar,  a 
poet,  and  a gentleman.  ‘None  knew  him  but  to  love 
him.’  His  health  had  for  a long  time  been  failing. 
The  death  of  his  accomplished  and  lovely  wife  seve- 
ral years  ago,  upon  whom  he  doated  with  a passionate 
and  rapturous  fondness  had  shaken  his  constitution, 
and  eaten  his  strength.  None  but  his  intimate  friends 
knew  the  influence  of  that  sad  affliction  upon  his  phy- 
sical frame.  To  the  last  his  heart  yearned  over  the 
dust  of  that  lovely  woman.  In  his  death  chamber,  her 
portrait  stood  always  before  him  on  his  table,  and  his 
loving  eye  turned  to  it  even  in  extremest  pain,  as 
though  it  was  his  living  and  only  friend.  The  verses 
to  her  memory  by  her  smitten  husband,  written  soon 
after  her  death,  we  consider  of  the  richest  poetical 
gems  in  the  language,  though  very  inadequately  ex- 
pressive of  the  intenseness  of  the  author’s  grief.’’ 

Cotton.  The  information  brought  by  the  Great 
Western  has  rather  damped  the  ardor  of  purchasers 
than  effected  any  reduction  in  prices.  Sales  have  been 
made  at  New  York  since,  at  former  quotations,  viz: 
3,400  Upland  and  Florida  at  9al  14;  1,450  Mobile  at 
9jal2;  700  N.  Orleans  at  9tal2t. 

Crops.  A seasonable  rain  occurred  at  the  close  of 
last  week  greatly  reviving  vegitation  in  this  section 
of  the  union,  which  had  suffered  much  from  drought. 
Generally  the  public  papers  indicate  the  prospect  of  an 
abundant  harvest.  Almost  the  only  exception  we  have 
noticed  is  from  a paper  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Floridian  of  the  5th  instant,  says  that  the  cotton 
and  corn  crop  in  that  region  js  very  promising  in  ap- 
pearance. 

Counterfeit  gold  coin.  The  St.  Louis  Era  says 
that  a large  amount  of  spurious  gold  coin  has  been  put 
into  circulation  in  the  upper  part  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri. It  is  stated  that  in  one  case  payment  of  seven- 
ty-five dollars  was  made  in  half  eagles,  not  one  of  which 
was  genuine. 

Dead  letter  office.  The  dead  letter  office,  in  the 
post  office  department  at  Washington  is  a great  curi- 
osity. The  dead  letters  are  returned  to  the  general 
post  office,  with  the  quarterly  accounts  from  the  13,000 
post  offices  which  now  exist.  Five  clerks  are  employ- 
ed in  the  dead  letter  office.  The  envelopes  are  taken 
from  the  packages  by  one  clerk,  who  ties  a string  round 
the  contents  and  casts  them  into  a basket — the  next 
clerk  assorts  them  and  compares  them  with  the  post 
bills — sending  the  letters  to  a clerk  to  be  opened — on 
opening,  the  letters  containing  no  valuable  inclosures 
are  thrown  into  a basket  and  destroyed.  Those  con- 
taining valuable  inclosures,  are  returned  to  the  office 
where  they  were  mailed,  and  sent  to  the  owner  if  found. 
If  not  claimed,  all  money  is  placed  in  a separate  fund, 
and  the  account  recorded,  so  that  it  can  be  paid  to  the 
owner  at  any  future  period  'if  claimed.  They  open 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousands  letters  per  quar- 
ter— there  are  now  several  cart  loads  in  the  office  un- 
opened. The  work  of  opening  and  assorting  is  very 
tedious  and  laborious. 

Deaths.  During  the  week  ending  the  14th  instant, 
in  New  York  124,  of  which  29  were  under  two  years 
of  age,  25  died  of  consumption,  and  11  of  scarlet  fever; 
in  Philadelphia  109,  of  which  37  were  under  two  years 
of  age,  and  14  died  of  consumption;  in  Baltimore  45, 
of  which  23  were  under  one  year  of  age,  12  free  colored 
and  1 slave. 

During  the  month  of  May  there  were  22  deaths  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  of  which  only  three  were  un- 
der two  years  of  age. 

Elections.  Mr.  Black,  (whig),  has  been  elected  to 
congress,  without  opposition,  from  the  Somerset  dis- 
trict, in  Pennsylvania,  lately  represented  by  the  hon. 
C.  Ogle. 

The  Van  Buren  candidates  for  congress  from  Ala- 
bama have  been  elected  by  a majority  of  6,648  votes. 
The  vote  was  very  small  on  both  sides.  The  Van 
Buren  majority  at  the  November  election  was  5,520. 

Exchange.  Billson  London  command  at  New  York 
from  8 to  SJ  premium;  on  France,  5f.  23J  a 25;  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  3j  a 3j;  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington 31;  Richmond.  Petersburg,  Norfolk,  Raleigh, 
and  Wifinington,  N.  C.  4j;  Charleston  1|;  Augusta 
12  a 13;  Macon  and  Columbus  15;  Savannah  3|;  Mo- 
bile 9 j a 10;  New  Orleans  6=;  St.  Louis  9|;  Louisville 
8|;  Cincinnati  9;  Nashville  12. 

A St.  Louis  paper  states  that  one  mercantile  house 
in  that  city,  in  the  course  of  its  business,  paid  last  year 
upwards  of  $16,000  on  exchanges. 

Greenough’s  statue  of  Washington.  The  ship 
Sea  sailed  from  Marseilles,  about  the  1st  of  May,  for 
Leghorn,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  this  statue,  in- 
tended for  the  capitol  at  Washington,  and  conveying  it 
to  the  United  States. 

Lead  trade.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  states  that 
the  quantity  of  lead  received  at  that  place  during  the 


months  of  April  and  May  was  173,000  pigs  of  which 
104,500  pigs  were  received  during  the  last  month.  The 
navigation  opened  this  year  nearly  a month  later  than 
last,  and  consequently  the  receipts  have  all  been  crowd- 
ed within  the  two  first  months.  The  whole  receipts 
exceed  those  of  last  year  about  30,000  pigs.  These 
pigs  vary  from  65  to  70  lbs.  The  whole  amount  in 
pounds  may  be  set  down  at  12,104,000.  At  the  ave- 
rage price  which  lead  has  sustained  this  spring  in  that 
market,  say  31  cents,  this  item  of  export  alone  Is  worth 
$423,640. 

Much  the  larger  part  of  the  receipts  have  been  for- 
warded, chiefly  to  eastern  markets,  but  there  is  yet  a 
large  amount  on  hand,  and  there  has  been  a small  de- 
cline. The  above  estimate  only  embraces  the  lead  of 
the  Upper  Mississippi.  The  lead  of  the  Missouri  and 
of  the  mines  in  the  southern  part  of  that  state  are  not 
included  in  it. 

Military.  Among  the  manoeuvres  exhibited  at  a 
review  of  French  troops  at  Vincennes,  were  ordinary 
evolutions,  with  the  gymnastic  step — target  firing,  17 
balls  out  of  100  hitting  the  mark,  at  1,500  feet,  cutting 
down  trees,  six  inches  through,  with  sabres,  and  firing 
volleys  while  the  men  lay  on  their  backs. 

[N.  Y.  Exp. 

Missouri  bonds.  The  St.  Louis  New  Era  says  that 
a sale  of  Missouri  state  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  has  been  made  to  an  eastern  capital- 
ist now  in  St.  Louis.  The  bonds  bear  the  extraordinary 
interest  of  ten  percent. 

The  mammoth  cave  of  Kentucky.  Dr.  John 
Croghan,  the  proprietor  of  this  wonderful  cave,  situated 
in  Edmondson  county,  Iiy.  has  opened  a house,  (or 
place)  of  public  entertainment  within  it,  about  a mile 
from  its  mouth!  where  he  accommodates  visiters  with 
lodgings  and  meals. 

Party  spirit.  The  foam  and  spray  that  dash  around 
the  ship  of  state,  sometimes  threatening  to  engulph  her, 
yet  composed  of  the  very  elements  that  support  and 
buoy  her  up. 

Piratical.  The  boarding  officer  at  the  Balize,  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  has  captured  a piratical  schooner 'or 
smuggler,  having  a crew  of  seven  men,  well  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition. 

Post  office  regulations.  Several  suits  have  been 
instituted  against  New  York  editors  for  extending  their 
privileges  beyond  the  letter  of  the  statute,  by  transmit- 
ting circulars,  &c.;  and  packages  of  newspapers  have 
been  sent  to  the  United  States  attorney,  for  having 
writing  within  their  envelopes,  which  offence  subjects 
the  party  to  a penalty. 

Silk  is  cultivated  with  fair  prospects  of  success  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Red  river,  Arkansas. 

Specie.  Exports  from  New  York  from  24th  Sep- 
tember, 1840,  to  30th  March,  1841,  in  silver  $4,563,659, 
in  gold  $292, 96S.  Since  the  last  date  the  exports  amount 
to  about  $500,000. 

The  Great  Western  steamer  brought  over  $100,000 
in  gold — showing  a turn  of  the  tide. 

St.  Louis.  According  to  the  report  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  contains  19,063  inhabitants  within  the  old 
limits,  about  6,000  are  added  by  the  limits  of  the  new 
charter.  In  1830  the  population  of  St.  Louis  was  6,252. 
The  present  amount  of  assessable  property  in  the  city 
is  $8,691,675. 

Steamers.  The  St.  Johns  N.  B.  Herald  states  that 
the  English  government  is  about  contracting  for  an 
additional  line  of  steamers  to  the  North  American  co- 
lonies— this  line,  in  accordance  with  sir  William  Cole- 
brook’s  wish  will  be  likely  to  run  direct  to  St.  Johns — the 
present  line  will  continue  to  run  to  Halifax.  Should 
the  St.  Johns  line  be  established,  we  shall  have  a stea- 
mer weekly  from  Europe. 

Steamboat.  The  steamboat  Duncan  McRea  ex- 
ploded in  the  Savannah  river  on  the  Sth  instant — kill- 
ing two  negroes — scalding  three  men  and  the  cap- 
tain. The  boat  sunk  in  seven  feet  water — the  cargo 
all  lost. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  Bank  shares  are  quoted  at  £3.15.0 
nominal  in  London  16th  May,  and  selling  at  N.  York 
and  Philadelphia  at  18£alSj;  Indiana  fives  at  53a57j; 
Ohio  sixes  95a97. 

Sunday  schools  in  Havana.  The  governor  of  Cuba 
has  ordered  the  immediate  erection  of  Sunday  schools 
in  Havana,  where  the  children  of  all  classes  may  be 
educated  free  of  expense.  The  law  is  a liberal  one, 
and  accomplishes  the  object  completely.  The  Lan- 
casterian  system  of  teaching  is  to  be  adopted,  governor 
Yaldez  in  taking  this  important  step,  will  earn  for  him- 
self an  enviable  fame,  and  leave  behind  him  seeds  that 
will  germinate,  and  spring  up  into  vigorous  plants, 
bearing  precious  and  goodly  fruit.  IN.  Y.  Express. 

Temperance  reform.  On  Saturday  last  the  Wash- 
ington total  abstinence  pledge  was  signed  by  the  of- 
ficers and  crew,  twenty  in  number,  of  the  revenue 
cutter  Morris,  at  Portland. 

Mr.  Vattemare  after  a sojourn  of  two  years  on  this 
continent,  during  which  lie  lias  been  indefatigable  in 
his  mission  and  lias  made  a very  favorable  impression, 
embarked  a few  day3  since  on  his  return  to  France. 

Vermont.  The  council  of  censors  of  this  state  are 
in  session,  and  propose  several  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution. One  extends  the  term  of  senators  to  three 
years — one-third  to  be  elected  annually. 
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FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  steamer’Oolumbia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
16th,  bringing  London  papers  to  the  4th  and  Paris 
to  the  2d  inst.  By  this  arrival  we  have  dates  from 
Bombay  to  the  3d  of  May — just  six  weeks  back — 
and  Canton  to  'he  3d  of  April  — only  77  days  since. 

The  overland  mail  of  Bombay,  May  2,  reached 
London  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  June. 

The  principal  feature  in  the  news  is,  that  the  war 
has  again  broken  out  in  China,  because  the  emperor 
would  not  ratify  the  treaty.  The  British  have  cap- 
tured Canton,  and  all  the  forts  on  the  river,  without 
the  loss  of  a single  man.  The  trade  is  open  to.  Can- 
ton, the  owners  of  vessels  running  all  risks.  Canton 
was  taken  on  the  25th  of  February;  on  the  same  day 
Chusan  was  given  up  to  the  Chinese.  High  com- 
missioner Keshen,  has  been  disgraced  and  sent  to 
Pekin  in  irons.  The  Chinese  lost  400  men. 

An  American  gentleman  from  Canton  says  the 
city  is  doomed  to  the  flames.  There  are  200,000 
Chinese  starving  in  (he  neighborhood  for  want  of 
employment,  who  are  as  ready  to  sack  the  place  as 
the  sailors  are. 

The  packet  ships  Cornelia  and  Roscoe  have  ar- 
rived out  at  Liverpool.  The  Independence  had  also 
arrived.  The  55t.  Ja  nes  had  arrived  at  London. 

The  President  steamship.  The  settlement  of  the 
ri.-ks  upon  the  President  en.ered  at  Lloyd’s  was  to 
have  taken  place  to-d.iy,  but  was  postponed  to  the 
1 1th  instant,  to  allow  further  time  for  nows  respect- 
ing her.  [London  Times  June  3. 

Liverpool,  June  4.  We  have  had  a great  many 
arrivals  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports  to-day,  and 
among  thorn  the  Fortitude,  from  Buenos  Ayres;  the 
captain  (Arbuthnot)  of  which  slates,  that  on  the 
27th  May,  at  5 A.  M.,  lat.  47  N.  long.  24  30  W., 
about  10  miles  distant,  he  saw  a very  large  steamer 
steering  to  the  NE.  without  a funnel,  a crippled 
foremast,  and  large  padJIe  boxes  painted  a dark 
e.dor,  with  large  square  topsails  set  on  the  maintop, 
mast,  a lopgaliant-sail  on  the  foretopmast,  and  with 
fore  and  aft  sails.  The  steamer  was  making  very 
slow  progress. 

This  intelligence,  communicated  by  capt.  Arbuth- 
not, has  excited  the  most  intense  interest  here,  and 
many  persons  still  hope  that  from  concurrent  cir- 
cumstances it  may  be  the  President;  and  probably 
the  steamer  seen  by  the  Portuguese  brig  Conde  de 
Palama,  on  the  23d  April,  in  lat.  31,  and  long.  40. 
Others  suppose  it  may  he  the  Britania  steamer,  from 
Halifax,  but  this  impression  is  by  no  means  general; 
towards  the  close  of  the  day  the  opinion  is  very 
strong  that  the  vessel  seen  by  the  Fortitude  will 
provo  to  he  the  President;  but  it  is  at  best  mere  con- 
jecture. 

Voi.  X — Siq.  17. 


The  London,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.  at  Liverpool,  May 
9,  lat.  43,  long.  66,  fell  in  with  the  Paragon,  Liver- 
pool to  Halifax,  in  a sinking  state,  having  been  run 
aboard  off  by  a large  American  ship  the  day  previous, 
and  took  off  the  crew.  May  12th,  lat.  43,  long.  50, 
the  London  struck  an  iceberg  and  lost  bowsprit, 
maintopmnst,  &c.  and  stove  in  her  larboard  bow. 
Shortly  afterwards  heard  a crash,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  proceed  from  another  vessel  running  against 
the  ice,  and  it  is  feared  sunk,  but  the  weather  was 
too  thick  to  distinguish  her. 

The  President.  The  vessel  seen  by  the  Forti- 
tude, and  supposed  to  be  a large  steamer,  disabled, 
was  in  all  probability  the  London,  from  Yarmouth, 
N.  S.,  that  arrived  here  yesterday — the  description 
and  position  of  the  disabled  vessel  agreeing  with 
that  of  the  London.  [ London  paper,  June  4. 

The  Britania  steamship.  The  non  arrival  at 
England  of  this  vessel,  which  ran  on  the  rocks  at 
Halifax,  has  occasioned  great  uneasiness  in  London. 

Liverpool,  6,  15  h.  m.  The  impression  gains 
ground  every  hour,  that  the  steam  ship  seen  by  the 
Fortitude  is  the  President. 

G.REAT  B.RITA1N. 

Parliament.  Nothing  important  has  been  done 
in  either  house.  The  debate  on  Peel’s  “no  confi- 
dence motion”  commenced  on  the  27th  of  May,  and 
was  continued  next  tnght.  The  adjourned  debate 
was  opened  by  serjeant  Talford  on  the  2d  June. 

Lord  Stanley  has  withdrawn  his  famous  registra- 
tion. hill  for  the  present  session. 

Dissolution  of  parliament.  We  learn  from  the 
best  authority  that  the  dissolution  of  parliament  will 
take  place  about  the  12th  of  this  month.  The  pro- 
clamation is  ready,  and  only  waits  the  queen’s  signa- 
ture. The  new  parliament  is  to  meet  on  the  4th 
August.  We  trust  that  the  conservatives  in  this 
district  will  be  fully  on  the  alert,  hut  the  remark  is 
almost  unnecessary,  for  the  very  best  spirit  prevails 
all  through  the  country.  [ Hereford  Journal. 

Trade  of  all  kinds  is  still  dull.  Money  was  scarce. 
The  funds  were  flat;  teas  rose  3d  a pound.  The 
cotton  maiket  was  dull,  and  without  any  change  of 
importance  in  price.. 

The  British  iron  company  has  compromised  witli 
Mr.  Altwood  by  paying  him  £350,000.  The  pro- 
perty of  the  company,  including  book  debts,  is  esti- 
mated at  £883,604,  and  the  annual  value  of  the 
estate  at  £45,000. 

Captain  Payer  has  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  steam  frigate  Forth,  one  of  the  splendid 
ships  belonging  to  the  West  India  steam  navigation 
company. 

FRANCE. 

Paris,  June  2.  On  Saturday  the  trial  of  Darmes 
and  his  supposed  accomplices,  before  the  chamber  of 
peers,  was  brought  to  a close.  Considere  Was  ac- 
quitted, Duclos  delivered  over  to  the  ordinary  tribu- 
nals, and  Darmes  condemned  to  death. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  of  peers  was  carried 
into  effect  this  morning  on  Darmes. 

AUSTRIA. 

An  Austrian  corps  of  observation  is  to  he  formed 
on  the  frontier  of  Turkey,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
surrection which  was  becoming  universal  through 
the  European  provinces  of  the  Turkish  empire. 

GERMANY. 

The  Constitutionnel  publishes  a letter  dated  Frank- 
ford,  22d  ult. , which  announces  that  the  British 
charge  d’affaires  to  the  Germanic  confederation  had 
fled  from  that  city  with  an  English  lady,  a married 
woman,  and  the  mother  of  11  children.  The  Con- 
siitutiounel  adds  that  this  scandalous  affair  had  caus- 


| ed  a great  deal  of  sensation  at  Frankfort.  It  was 
not  known  what  direction  the  parties  had  taken. 
The  husband  of  the  lady  had  pursued  them  to  Bel- 
gium. 

HANOVER. 

Since  circumstances  have  given  rise  to  an  expecta- 
tion of  a tory  government,  the  king  of  Hanover  has 
declined  to  proceed  with  the  negotiations  for  reduc- 
ing the  Stadt  tolls.  His  majesty  anticipates  from 
lord  Aberdeen  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  a greater 
license  for  plundering  merchants  and  distracting 
trade  in  the  Elbe;  which  Lord  Palmerston  has  re- 
fused to  sanction  any  longer. 

RUSSIA. 

Accounts.  Irom  Moscow  to  the  10th  of  May,  men- 
tion that  the  hopes  already  entertained  in  central 
Russia,  of  the  coming  harvest,  had  led  to  a fall  of 
twenty  per  cent  on  the  price  of  corn. 

[ Prussian  Stale  Gazette. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid,  May  27.  The  chamber  of  deputi  s met 
to-day,  but  transacted  no  business  of  importance. 

It  is  expected  that  a decree  ordering  the  disband- 
ing of  20  battalions  of  the  provincial  militia,  would 
shortly  appear  in  the  Gazette,  This  reduction  in 
the  effective  force  of  the  army,  at  a moment  when 
money  is  so  scarce,  produced  a favorable  effect,  as  it 
shows  that  the  government  has  become  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  introducing  a system  of  economy  into 
every  branch  of  the  administration. 

A good  deal  of  business  was  transacted  on  the 
Bourse.  Speculators  evinced  more  confidence  than 
on  the  previous  days.  The  operations  in  the  five 
per  cents  amounted  to  25,000,000  rls  , and  were 
done  at  27£  for  cash,  and  at  27  15-16  at  60  days. 

PORTUGAL. 

Frontiers  of  Italy,  May  17.  The  negotiations 
with  Don  Miguel  at  Rome,  with  reference  to  his  en- 
tire renunciation  of  his  claims  to  the  throne  of  Por- 
tugal, on  the  condition  of  receiving  a suitable  pen- 
sion, are  still  proceeding,  and  are  favored  not  only  by 
the  Austrian  court  in  concert  with  Russia  and  Prus- 
sia,, but  likewise  by  the  papal  see. 

ITALY. 

According  to  private  letters  from  Naples,  of  the 
17th  ult„  it  was  contemplated  to  construct  a railroad 
between  that  capital  and  Manfredonia,  which  would 
establish  a communication  between  the  Mediterra- 
nean and  the  Adriatic.  The  king  had  declared  his 
readiness  to  grant  a guarantee  of  4 or  4^  per  cent, 
interest  to  the  company  who  should  undertake  to 
execute  i.t.  The  whole  expense  was  estimated  at 
L4, 000,000  of  ducats,  (£2,440,000.)  The  king  and 
queen,  accompanied  by  the  young  princess  and  all 
the  royal  household,  had  returned  from  Caserta  to 
Naples. 

TURKEY. 

Constantinople , May  18 th.  Accounts  from  Bel- 
grade state,  that  the  insurrection  in  Bulgaria  had 
been  suppressed.  It  was  believed  at  Constantinople 
that,  although  the  dispute  with  Mehemet  Ali  had 
not  been  brought  to  a final  settlement,  no  danger 
existed  of  peace  being  again  disturbed.  The  tribute 
paid  by  the  pacha  to  the  porte  had,  it  is  said,  been 
fixed  at  90,000  purses  (£422,000.)  He  had  obtain- 
ed a loan  of  6,000,000  dollars, on  a deposit  of  produce. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette,  under  date  Ancona,  18th 
ult,,  states  that  the  Christians  of  Macedonia  were 
fortifying  mount  Athos,  in  order  to  render  it  impreg- 
nable. The  insurgents  were  supported  by  the 
monks. 

The  insurrection  in  Candia.  The  Augsburg 
Gazette,  under  date  Trieste,  May  20,  states  that  up 
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to  the  present  period  Mustapha  Pasha,  the  governor 
of  the  island  of  Candia,  had  acted  with  the  greatest 
moderation,  and  that  in  consequence,  no  blood  had 
ns  yet  been  shed.  The  force  of  the  rebels  was  esti- 
mated at  20,000  men,  of  whom  but  5,000  were  arm- 
ed. The  news  of  the  sailing  of  the  Turkish  fleet 
from  Constantinople,  under  the  orders  of  Tahir  Pa- 
sha, had  caused  much  uneasiness  amongst  the  Chris- 
tians of  the  island.  A Greek  named  Kalammatians 
had  arrived  there,  bringing  with  him  a great  number 
of  his  countrymen  to  reinforce  the  islanders.  It  was 
considered  that  in  case  of  a general  engagement  the 
result  would  be  doubtful,  although  the  Turks  would 
have  a decided  advantage  on  account  of  their  artillery. 

The  news  of  Bulgarian  insurrection  created  a 
great  alarm  in  the  Turkish  capital,  and  the  sultan 
proposed  sending  Hussien  Pasha,  the  destroyer  of 
the  Janissaries,  to  quell  it.  But  after  some  delibera- 
tion, the  grand  vizier  thought  best  to  send  a deputa- 
tion of  Bulgarian  Christians  to  the  insurgents,  with 
the  strongest  assurances  of  pardon,  and  a full  redress 
of  grievances.  Tahir  Pasha,  who  commands  the 
expedition  against  Candia,  is  a man  of  a most  cruel 
and  ferocious  disposition,  and  is  more  likely  to 
foment  than  to  suppress  rebellion. 

PERSIA. 

The  intelligence,  via  India,  is  pacific.  It  is  said 
that  the  British  agent  was  about  to  return  to  Bushire, 
and  amicable  relations  were  to  be  renewed  on  the 
basis  of  a treaty  by  which  the  British  will  consent 
to  evacuate  Karack,  and  the  Shah  cede  the  fort  Go- 
rian  to  the  Shah  Bamran,  and  arrest  his  expedition 
to  Herat.  These  stipulations  are  doubted,  and  it  is 
thought  that  Karack  will  not  be  given  up. 

CHINA. 

Arrival  of  the  overland  mail  hy  express.  Malta, 
May  26,  1841.  The  Oriental  arrived  in  port 
early  this  morning,  from  Alexandria,  and  brings 
a mail  despatched  from  Bombay  on  the  1st  instant, 
by  the  Berenice,  which  arrived  at  Suez  on  the  18lh. 

Capture  of  the  Bogue  forts  and  the  city  of  Can- 
ton hy  the  British.  The  intelligence  received  from 
China  during  the  past  month  is  of  a highly  interest- 
ing and  important  nature.  Our  latest  news  from 
Macao  is  to  the  31st  March.  Keshen’s  continued 
procrastination  having  at  length  exhausted  captain 
Elliott’s  patience,  the  Nemesis  steamer  was  dispatch- 
ed from  Macao  on  the  14th  February,  with  the  draft 
of  a treaty  for  the  approval  and  ratification  of  the 
imperial  high  commissioner. 

The  commander  of  the  steamer  was  ordered  to 
wait  at  the  Bogue  for  a reply  until  the  18th,  and  in 
the  event  of  his  not  receiving  one  by  that  day,  to 
return  immediately  to  Macao.  This  he  accordingly 
did  on  the  19th,  Keshen  not  having  made  his  appear- 
ance, A circular  was  then  published,  stating  that 
the  squadron  were  then  moving  towards  the  Bocca 
Tigris.  On  the  following  day  captain  Elliott  receiv- 
ed a message  from  Keshen,  in  which  the  latter  stated 
his  willingness  to  sign  the  treaty,  and  excused  his 
delay  in  not  coming  to  the  Bogue  when  the  steamer 
was  there,  by  alleging  that  ho  had  been  detained  by 
some  piratical  boats. 

This  appears  to  have  been  a mere  ruse  to  gain 
time.  On  the  24th  of  February  a notification  of  the 
renewal  of  hostilities  was  issued  to  her  Britanic  ma- 
jesty’s subjects. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
February,  three  howitzers  and  a party  of  Sepoys 
were  landed  at  Chuen-pee,  from  the  Nemesis  and 
the  boats  of  the  squadron.  The  Chinese  kept  up 
a desultory  fire  while  the  darkness  lasted.  Before 
the  dawn  of  day  a battery  had  been  erected  with 
sand  bags  and  the  guns  got  into  position.  From 
these  as  soon  as  it  was  sufficiently  light,  the  British 
returned  the  fire  of  the  Chinese. 

At  1 1 A.  M.  the  tide  served  and  the  signal  was 
made  for  the  squadron  to  weigh.  H.  M.  S.  Calliope 
bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  the  commodore,  led  the 
attack  against  North  Wantong,  followed  by  the  Sam- 
ange,  Druid,  Wellesley,  Sulphur,  and  Modeste. — 


The  Blenheim,  and  Melville,  with  the  Queen  steam- 
er, opened  their  fire  on  the  fort  at  Chuen-pee.  By 
noon  the  action  had  become  general,  and  the  firing 
constant  and  heavy  on  all  sides.  In  the  meantime 
the  Nemesis  and  Madagascar  steamers,  with  numer- 
ous boats  in  tow,  ran  in  close  to  Ty  Cock  Tow,  and 
landed  the  troops  under  the  command  of  major  Pratt. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  whole  of  the  forts  were  in 
possession  of  the  British  forces.  Official  notifica- 
tions were  issued  in  the  course  of  the  day;  one  by 
the  plenipotentiary,  intimating  the  capture  of  the 
forts,  the  other  by  the  commodore,  authorizing  mer- 
chant vessels  to  proceed  to  the  Bogue. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taken  at  Chuen-pee  is 
estimated  at  1000,  and  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  side  of  the  Chinese  are  said  be  very  numerous. 

The  island  of  Chusan  has  been  evacuated  and  de- 
livered up  to  the  Chinese,  orders  to  that  effect  hav- 
ing been  transmitted  by  captain  Elliot,  when  he 
was  laboring  under  the  unhappy  delusion  that  the 
Chinese  were  inclined  to  fulfil  their  promises  of  in- 
demnity. The  British  who  were  detained  prisoners 
at  Ningpoo  were  released  as  soon  as  the  evacuation 
of  Chusan  was  completed. 

We  have  extracted  various  items  of  Chinese  in- 
telligence from  the  Calcutta  paper  of  the  30th  of 
April.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  Queen 
steamer,  from  Macao  the  31st  of  March,  arrived  at 
Calcutta  with  commodore  sir  James  Gordon  Blemer. 
His  excellency  is  said  to  have  come  to  India,  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  the  governor  general,  and  ob- 
taining re-inforcemenls. 

The  British  troops  have  possession  of  the  factory 
at  Canton,  but  it  would  appear  there  is  a provisional 
Chinese  government  in  the  city.  The  Calcutta 
Courier  states  that  the  forcing  the  passage  between 
the  Bogue  and  Canton  was  most  gallantly  effected. 
The  Chinese  lost  490  men.  The  English  had  only 
six  wounded. 

We  have  been  favored  with  private  letters  from 
Singapore  to  the  10th  ult.,  Macao  to  the  28th,  and 
Canton  to  the  26th  March.  From  these  we  learn 
that  Canton  was  almost  deserted.  The  Hong  mer- 
chants remained  on  the  spot,  but  said  that  the  people 
were  afraid  to  trade  whilst  the  men-of-war  remained 
in  the  river.  The  Chinese  at  Canton  now  believe 
that  no  traffic  of  importance  can  be  carried  on,  until 
the  whole  question  is  definitely  settled. 

Proclamation  of  the  chief  superintendent.  In 
the  first  proclamation,  dated  6th  of  March,  1841, 
capt.  Elliot  says — 

“ People  of  Canton.  “Your  city  is  spared,  be- 
cause the  gracious  sovereign  of  Great  Britain  has 
commanded  the  high  English  officer  to  remember 
that  the  good  and  peaceful  people  must  be  tenderly 
considered, 

“But  if  the  high  officers  of  the  celestial  court,  of- 
fer the  least  obstruction  to  the  British  forces  in  their 
present  stations,  then  it  will  become  necessary  to  an- 
swer force  by  force,  and  the  city  may  suffer  terrible 
injury.” 

In  another  dated  the  20th  of  March  he  says — 

“A  suspension  of  hostilities  at  Canton  and  in  the 
province,  has  been  this  day  agreed  upon  between  the 
imperial  commission  Yang  and  the  undersigned — 

“It  has  further  been  publicly  proclaimed  to  the 
people  under  the  seals  of  the  commissioner  and  the 
acting  governor  of  the  province,  that  the  trade  of 
the  port  of  Canton  is  open,  and  that  British  and 
other  foreign  merchants  who  may  see  fit  to  proceed 
there  for  the  purpose  of  lawful  commerce  shall  be 
duly  protected.” 

These  are  the  most  important  facts  in  the  procla- 
mation of  captain  Elliot. 

Canton  is  in  possession  of  the  British  troops,  and 
a truce  had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  new  com- 
missioner and  captain  Elliot;  the  trade  is  to  be  re- 
opened at  Canton,  pending  the  imperial  decision. 

The  accumulation  of  goods  outside  Canton  is  im- 
mense, and  will,  without  doubt,  be  thrown  on  the 
market.  Prices  will  run  very  low. 


Il  appears  that  afier  captain  Elliot’s  notice  of  tho 
re-opening  of  the  trade,  nine  American  and  fourteen 
British  ships  proceeded  lo  Whampoa,  but  in  a few 
days,  new  obstacles  were  thrown  in  their  way,  it  be- 
ing intimated  that  the  Chinese  traders  were  all  armed, 
as  the  ships  of  war  were  so  near  Canton,  and  that 
no  trade  would  be  carried  on  until  they  were  re- 
moved. 

It  is  said  captain  Elliot  was  inclined  to  vield  this 
point.  Before  however,  any  arrangements  could  be 
made,  the  reply  of  the  emperor  to  the  despatch  an- 
nouncing the  destruction  of  the  Boguo  fort  was  re- 
ceived, which  was  fierce  in  the  extreme,  and  orders 
of  a war  of  extermination  to  be  carried  against  the 
English.  The  notices  posted  hy  the  Canton  authori- 
ties on  the  walls,  announcing  the  opening  of  the 
trade,  were  pulled  down,  and  all  communication 
with  the  English  ordered  to  be  cut  off. 

Another  letter  says,  “all  the  factories  in  Canton 
are  occupied  by  our  troops.  The  Chinese  villagers 
render  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  steamer 
Menesis,  in  removing  stakes  and  other  obstructions 
to  the  river,  between  Macao  arvi  Canton.  Bur, 
April  20. 

Public  notice.  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  British 
and  foreign  vessels  have  permission  to  proceed  to 
Whampoa,  all  consequences  arising  from  the  possible 
and  sudden  resumption  of  hostilities  of  course  re- 
maining at  the  risk  of  the  parties, 

J.  J.  GORDON  BREMER. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS.’ 

PROPOSED  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee of  the  senate  on  the  currency,  &c.  of  which 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky',  is  chairman,  as  read  by 
him  in  the  senate  on  Monday. 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  a uniform  cur- 
rency, and  a suitable  fiscal  agent  capable  of  adding 
increased  facilities  in  the  collection,  and  disburse- 
ment, and  security  of  the  public  revenue,  have  had 
(he  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port: 

That,  after  the  most  attentive  and  anxious  consi- 
deration of  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  finan- 
ces of  the  government,  in  all  their  interesting 
and  important  bearing,  the  committee  have  ar- 
rived at  the  same  conclusion  with  the  secretary  of 
the  treasuiy,  that  a sound  and  just  policy  requires 
the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  committee  have  niether  time  nor  inclination 
to  enter  into  a discussion  of  the  question  of  the 
power  of  congress,  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  establish  a national  bank.  After 
all  that  has  been  said  and  written  on  that  question 
during  the  long  period  of  half  a century,  nothing 
remains  to  be  added  that  would  be  likely  to  shed 
much  new  light  upon  it.  It  ought,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  to  be  regarded  as  a settled  ques- 
tion— settled  by  the  approbation  and  judgment  of 
the  people,  by  the  authority  of  the  legislature,  by 
the  sanction  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
government,  and  by  the  solemn  adjudication  of  the 
judiciary.  If  it  be  not  regarded  as  a decided  ques- 
tion, when,  in  the  collisions  and  conflicts  among 
men,  arising  out  of  diversity  of  opinion  and  judg- 
ment, is  a controverted  matter  lo  be  considered  as 
terminated  and  quieted? 

Nor  do  the  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  the  expediency  of  establishing 
such  an  institution  as  a bank  of  the  United  States. 
On  this  there  is  even  less  contrariety  of  opinion 
than  on  the  former  question.  On  both,  it  is  the  de- 
liberate conviction  of  the  committee  that  a vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  concur; 
and  that  they  are  now  looking,  with  anxious  solici- 
tude, to  the  deliberations  of  congress,  under  the 
confident  hope  that  a bank  of  the  United  States 
will  be  established  at  the  present  extraordinary  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

Passing  by,  therefore,  those  two  questions  as  be- 
ing unnecessaiy  to  be  further  argued,  and  assum- 
ing, what  the  committee  verily  believe,  that  a na- 
tional bank  is  indispensably  necessary,  they  will 
proceed,  at  once,  to  the  particular  form,  powers  and 
faculties  with  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  invest 
such  an  institution.  And  here  the  committee  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  confiding  in  the  expe- 
rience of  forty  years,  during  which  the  nation  has 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a national  bank,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  which  it  has  realized  every  rea- 
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sonable  hope  and  expectation  in  the  operations  of 
such  an  institution,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  wisest  to  dismiss  all  experiments,  and  to 
cling  to  experience  and  assume  the  last  charter 
granted  by  congress  as  the  basis  of  a new  bank,  en- 
gralting  upon  it  such  restrictions,  guaranties,  amend- 
ments and  conditions,  as  have  been  found  necessary 
by  actual  experience. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  came  to  a similar 
conclusion;  and  in  his  report,  and  the  draught  of  a 
bill  which  accompanies  it,  he  has  taken  as  his  mo- 
del the  charter  granted  by  congress  in  1816.  On 
that  he  has  suggested  a great  many  valuable  im- 
provements, most  of  which  the  committee  have  in- 
corporated in  the  draught  of  a bill  which  they  now 
report  to  the  senate.  On  this  draught  they  wish  to 
offer  to  the  senate  some  brief  explanations  and  ob- 
servations. 

The  committee  have  adopted  Washington  city, 
proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  the 
place  of  location  of  the  principal  bank.  They  be- 
lieve the  place  of  its  location  is  a subordinate  ques- 
tion; but  there  are  many  advantages  from  the  prox- 
imity of  the  bank  to  the  government.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  capital  of  the  bank  among  the  several 
commercial  cities,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
wants  and  magnitude,  is  what  they  naturally  desire, 
and  what  will  doubtless  be  done.  But  to  guard 
against  the  exercise  of  any  undue  government  or 
official  influence,  or  the  imputation  of  any  unwor- 
thy transactions,  the  committee  have  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  deprive  the  parent  bank  of  all  power  to 
make  any  discounts  or  loans  whatever,  except  loans 
to  government,  authorised  by  express  law.  In  or- 
der to  ensure  the  command  of  the  best  financial 
abilities  of  the  country,  the  bill  provides  that  the 
directors  of  the  parent  board,  which  is  to  consist  of 
nine  members,  shall  be  paid  for  their  services  by 
the  corporation,  and  all  compensation  to  the  direc- 
tors, in  the  usual  form  of  bank  accommodations,  is 
utterly  prohibited. 

Thus,  the  directors  of  the  bank  at  Washington 
will  become  a board  of  control,  superintending  the 
branches,  supplying  them  with  a currency,  and 
banking  exclusively  through  the  agency  of  their 
offices  of  discount  and  deposite. 

The  capital  of  the  bank,  proposed  by  the  secreta- 
ry, is  retained;  but  a power  is  reserved  to  congress 
to  augment  it  by  the  addition  of  twenty  millions, 
making  the  aggregate  amount  ultimately  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  if  that  should  be  found  to  be  neces- 
sary. 

To  guard  against  undue  expansion  of  the  curren- 
cy by  the  operations  of  the  bank,  various  restric- 
tions and  securities  are  introduced. 

1.  The  dividends  are  limited  to  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum; and,  alter  accumulating  a reserved  fund 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  cover  losses  and  con- 
tingencies, the  excess  beyond  that  seven  per  cent, 
is  to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury.  And,  what- 
ever excess  remains  at  the  end  of  the  charter,  be- 
yond the  reimbursement  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
capital  stock,  is  also  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury. — 
If  the  dividends  fall  below  seven  per  cent.  during 
any  year  of  the  charter,  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made 
good  out  of  the  surpluses  previously  paid  into  the 
treasury.  The  effect  of  this  provision  is,  to  make 
a permanent  and  invariable  seven  per  cent,  bank 
stock,  assuming  that  the  administration  of  the  bank 
is  conducted  with  integrity  and  ability. 

2.  The  debls  due  to  the  bank  are  required  not  to 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  actually 
paid  in,  and  75  per  cent,  thereon,  which  is  a greater 
restriction  than  usual. 

The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  bank  is  au- 
thorised to  contract,  over  and  above  the  deposites, 
is  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
which  is  also  a greater  restriction  than  was  placed 
upon  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 

3.  The  publicity  which  is  required  of  the  gene- 
ral condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  full  and  complete 
exposure  to  committees  of  congress,  and  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  which  is  amply  secured,  o.f 
all  the  books  and  transactions  of  the  bank,  includ- 
ing private  accounts. 

4.  The  prohibition  of  the  renewal  of  any  loan; 
thus  putting  an  end  to  all  mere  accommodation  pa- 
per, as  far  as  practicable,  and  confining  the  bank 
to  fair  business  transactions. 

And  5.  The  bank  is  prohibited  from  making  any 
further  discounts  or  loans  whenever  its  notes  in  cir- 
culation exceed  three  times  the  amount  of  specie  in 
its  vaults. 

To  protect  the  community  and  the  stockholders 
against  mismanagement  of  the  bank,  several  provi- 
sions have  been  inserted,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be 
effectual. 

1.  No  paid  officer  of  the  bank  is  to  receive  loans 
or  accommodations  in  any  form  whatever. 

2.  Securities  are  provided  against  abusive  use  of 
proxies,  such  as  that  no  officer  of  the  bank  can  be 


a proxy;  no  proxy  can  give  more  than  300  votes; 
no  proxy  to  be  good  which  is  oflongerstanding  than 
ninety  days,  &c. 

3.  A prohibition  against  the  corporation’s  trans- 
acting any  other  than  legitimate  banking  business; 
excluding  all  dealing  in  stocks,  and  all  commercial 
operations. 

4.  A requisition  that  a majority  ofthe  whole  num- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors  shall  be  necessary  to 
transact  the  business  of  the  corporation. 

5.  Ample  power  to  make  the  most  thorough  ex- 
amination into  the  condition  and  proceedings  of  the 
bank,  down  to  the  accounts  of  individuals,  by  to- 
tally removing  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
and  committees  of  congress  the  veil  of  secrecy. 

And  6.  By  denouncing  and  punishing  as  felony 
the  crime  of  embezzlementof  the  funds  of  the  bank 
when  perpetrated  by  any  of  its  officers,  agents  or 
servants. 

Concurring  entirely  in  the  sentiment  expressed 
by  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury,  that  many  wise 
and  patriotic  statesmen,  whose  opinions  are  entitled 
to  consideration  and  respect,  have  questioned  the 
power  of  congress  to  establish  a national  bank;  and 
that  it  is  desirable,  as  far  as  possible,  to  obviate  ob- 
jections and  reconcile  opinions,  the  committee  have 
attentively  and  earnestly  examined  the  provision, 
incorporated  in  the  draught  of  the  bill  ofthe  secre- 
tary, in  regard  to  the  branching  power  of  the  bank, 
and  they  would  have  been  happy  if  they  could  have 
reconciled  it  to  their  sense  of  duty  to  adopt  it.  But, 
after  the  fullest  consideration,  they  have  been  una- 
ble to  arrive  at  that  result. 

It  was  not  without  some  hesitation  that  the  com- 
mittee agreed  to  the  location  of  the  bank  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  This  they  did  because  they 
believed  that  the  utility  of  the  bank  did  not  so  much 
depend  upon  the  place  of  its  location  as  upon  the 
capital,  faculties,  and  powers  which  should  be  gi- 
ven to  it.  But  to  isolate  it  in  this  District,  without 
giving  it  any  other  branching  power  than  such  as 
it  might  derive  from  the  consent  of  particular  states, 
would  be  to  create  an  enormous  District  bank,  de- 
void of  effective  national  character.  Such  a bank 
would  be  a bank  only  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite  would  be  no- 
thing more  than  banks  of  the  states  which  might 
allow  them  to  be  planted  within  their  respective  li- 
mits. For  all  national  purposes  congress  might  as 
well  recharter  one  of  the  existing  District  banks, 
enlarge  its  capital,  and  give  it  authority  to,  estab- 
lish offices  of  discount  and  deposite  in  any  state  that 
would  permit  it  to  be  done. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  capital  of  a bank 
so  constituted  would  never  be  taken;  and,  that,  if 
taken,  the  institution  would  be  wholly  unable  to 
accomplish  the  great  and  salutary  purposes  for  which 
it  is  desired  and  should  be  designed. 

But  the  question  of  establishing  a bank  thus  to  be 
restricted  and  circumscribed  involves  higher  and 
graver  considerations  than  those  of  mere  expediency. 
The  general  government  has  or  has  not  the  power  to 
establish  a national  bank.  If  it  has  the  power,  it 
derives  from  it  the  existing  grants  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  committee  believe 
it  has  the  power  and  ought  to  exercise  it.  But  after 
a contest  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  in  re- 
spect to  the  constitutional  power  of  congress,  which 
has  been  marked  by  so  much  animation  and  bitter- 
ness, a forbearance  to  exercise  the  power  would  be 
a virtual  surrender  of  the  power.  If  a bank  were  to 
be  created,  whose  operations  within  the  limits  of  the 
states  were  dependent  not  upon  the  will  of  congress, 
but  upon  the  will  of  each  state,  separately  announc- 
ed, the  creation  of  such  a bank  would  add  another 
to  the  list  of  disastrous  experiments,  and  would  be 
tantamount  to  a relinquishment  of  the  national  pow- 
er, and  it  could  never  be  resumed. 

The  power  of  the  federal  government  is  only  to 
be  found  in  the  grants  of  the  constitution.  If  they 
are  inadequate  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  its  establishment,  they  can  only  be  increas- 
ed in  the  mode  of  amendment  which  the  instrument 
itself  has  prescribed  They  cannot  be  augmented  by 
the  grants  or  consent  of  any  state  or  states  short  of 
the  number  of  two-thirds,  whose  concurrence  is  ne- 
cessary to  give  validity  to  an  amendment.  A de- 
rivation of  power  to  the  general  government  from 
the  consent  of  particular  states  would  be  unsound  in 
principle,  and  the  committee  apprehend  dangerous 
in  practice.  Admit  such  consent  to,  he  a legitimate 
source  of  power,  the  government  would  not  operate 
equally  in  all  the  states,  and  the  constitution,  losing 
its  uniform  character,  would  exhibit  an  irregular  and 
incongruous  action. 

Entertaining  these  deliberate  views,  the  commit- 
tee are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  bill  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
will  be  effectual  which  does  not  contain  a clear  re- 
cognition of  the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to 
establish  branches  wherever,  in  the  United  States, 


the  public  wants,  in  its  judgment,  require  them. — 
They  cannot  consent  that  a bank,  emanating  from 
the  will  of  the  nation,  and  imperatively  demanded 
by  the  necessities  ofthe  government  ar.d  of  the  na- 
tion, shall  be  wholly  dependent  for  its  useful  opera- 
tion upon  the  will  of  each  and  every  state,  distinctly 
expressed. 

Accordingly,  in  the  draught  of  a bill  now  report- 
ed, the  right  is  asserted  to  exercise  the  branching 
power  ofthe  bank,  independent  of  the  assent  of  the 
states.  The  committee  dare  not  allow  themselves 
to  believe  that  the  bill  is  free  from  all  defects,  but 
they  do  hope  that  these,  in  a spirit  of  liberality,  will 
be  corrected  by  the  superior  wisdom  of  the  senate 
and  of  the  house,  and  that  the  present  session  will 
be  signalized  by  the  establishment  of  a national  in- 
stitution, which  has  become  a desideratum  to  the 
general  prosperity. 

The  advantages  which  will  flow  from  such  an  in- 
stitution in  both  our  domestic  and  foreign  relations, 
are  manifest  and  incontestable. 

It  will  give  the  people  a sound  currency  of  uni- 
form value  throughout  the  union,  which  is  just  as 
necessary  to  the  successful  operation  of  all  branches 
of  business,  as  pure  air  or  water  is  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  human  life  or  health. 

It  will  revive  and  extend  commercial  intercourse, 
which,  for  the  want  of  a common  medium,  has  been 
almost  suspended  between  different  parts  of  the 
union. 

It  will  reduce  domestic  exchange  from  the  enor- 
mous premiums  and  discounts  now  frequently  paid, 
to  the  moderate  standard  growing  out  of  the  mere 
cost  a ad  insurance  on  the  risk  of  transporting  specie 
from  one  to  another  part  ofthe  union. 

It  will,  consequently,  save  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  now  annually  lost,  in  transactions  of  ex- 
change. 

It  will  essentially  benefit  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest by  enabling  it  to  realize  sales  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales. 

It  will  powerfully  contribute  to  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  whose  existing  de- 
linquency is  the  greatest  source  of  all  prevailing  pe- 
cuniary and  financial  embarrassments. 

It  will  greatly  tend  to  prevent  and  correct  the  ex- 
cesses and  abuses  ofthe  local  banks. 

It  will  furnish  a medium  common  to  all  parts  of 
the  union,  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  dues  to  the 
government;  thus  rendering  duties  and  taxes  uniform 
in  fact  as  well  as  in  name. 

It  is  indispensable  to  the  convenient  and  success- 
ful financial  operations  of  the  government  in  all  the 
departments  of  collection,  safe  keeping  and  disburse- 
ments ofthe  public  revenue. 

Such  are  some  of  the  domestic  benefits  which  the 
committee  fully  believe  will  be  secured  by  a na- 
tional bank.  Those  which  appertain  to  our  fo- 
reigh  relations  are  also  worthy  of  serious  conside- 
ration. 

If  it  be  true  that  money  is  power,  its  concentra- 
tion under  the  direction  of  one  will,  sole  or  collec- 
tive, must  augment  the  power.  A nation,  without 
such  a concentration  of  power,  maintaining  exten- 
sive commercial  inter  course  with  another  nation  pos- 
sessing it,  must  conduct  that  intercourse  on  a con- 
dition of  inequality  and  disadvantage.  National 
banks,  in  other  countries,  beget  the  necessity,  there- 
fore, of  a national  bank  in  this  country,  in  like 
manner  as  national  governments  in  foreign  nations 
must  be  met  by  a national  government  in  ours. 

Accordingly,  we  have  seen  the  influence  exerted 
by  the  Bank  of  England  upon  American  interests, 
when  those  interests  were  exposed  to  the  action  of 
that  bank,  and  were  left  without  the  protection  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  committee  do  not 
wash  to  be  understood  as  intending  to  express  any 
approbation  of  the  commercial  operations  in  which 
the  Pennsylvania  bank,  assuming  the  name  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  engaged,  when  that  state 
of  things  arose. 

But  they  do  mean  to  say  that  the  interests  and 
dignity  of  the  United  States  demand  that  they  should 
not  be  exposed,  beyond  the  necessary  and  legiti- 
mate influence  of  monetary  and  commercial  opera- 
tions, to  the  action  of  a foreign  banking  institution. 
They  believe  that,  without  a competent  bank  of  the 
United  States,  foreign  national  banks  may  and  pro- 
bably will  exercise  an  undue  and  possibly  pernici- 
ous influence  upon  our  interests. 

In  this  view  ofthe  case,  the  question  is.  whether 
it  is  better  that  we  should  be  lett  liable  to  be  mate- 
rially affected  by  a foreign  institution,  in  which  we 
have  no  interest,  over  which  we  can  exert  no  con- 
trol, which  is  administered  solely  in  reference  to 
foreign  interests,  or  we  shall  have  an  American 
bank,  the  creature  of  our  will,  subject  to  American 
authority,  and  animated  by  American  interests, 
feelings  and  sympathies? 

The  committee  could  not  entertain  a doubt  in  such 
an  alternative.  And,  in  reference  to  the  foreign  gs- 
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pect  of  the  bank,  the  committee  thought  it  expedi- 
ent to  allow  it  to  deal  in  foreign  bill  of  exchange, 
which  are  the  barometer  of  the  state  of  our  foreign 
trade. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  think  it  proper  to 
say  that  they  have  given  due  consideration  to  the 


various  memorials  referred  tqthem,  and  to  the  in- 
structions rnovcd-by  a senator  from  Mississippi. 

The  subjoin  that  wherever,  in  this  report,  the 
committee  is  mentioned,  a majority  of  the  commit- 
tee is  to  be  understood. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


that  system  to  continue  in  force  until  a substitute 
tor  it  was  matured  and  agreed  upon,  so  that  the 
treasury  was  not  left  during  any  interval  without 
the  control  of  law,  nor  was  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment thrown  upon  his  own  discretion  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  17S9.  The  senate  at  that  time 
had  deemed  it  expedient  to  defer  the  repeal  of  one 
system  of  fiscal  management  until  a substitute  was 
provided. 

Mr.  W.  could  not  see  any  sufficient  reason  for 
passing  an  act  simply  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury 
law  without  inserting  in  the  same  act  some  provi- 
sion as  a substitute  tor  it.  This  course  had  been 
pursued  in  1S36,  and  he  could  not  perceive  any  suf- 
ficient reason  why  it  should  not  be  adopted  in  the 
present  instance.  The  gentlemen  themselves  who 
urged  the  present  bill  had  adopted  this  couise  at  that 
time,  and  Mr.  W.  now  invited  them  to  cite  a single 
precedent  were  a great  system  of  fiscal  operations 
had  been  abolished  without  either  providing  a 
substitute  beforehand  or  inserting  such  provision 
in  the  act  of  abolition  itself.  This  had  been  done 
on  two  former  occasions,  except  in  reference  to  the 
charter  of  the  second  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  even  then  an  express  clause  had  been  inserted, 
directing  ttiat  the  public  funds  should  be  transferred 
to  the  bank,  and  that,  until  this  was  done,  they 
should  remain  under  the  control  of  the  system  then 
in  force.  But  here  the  bill  provided  for  the  isolated 
measure  of  repeal,  without  making  the  least  pro- 
vision in  reference  to  a substilute  to  be  adopted. 
The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  throw  back  the 
treasury  on  such  resources  as  it  could  obtain  by 
construction  of  previous  laws.  We  had  had  an  in- 
finite deal  of  that  within  the  last  few  years.  It  was 
said,  indeed,  that  this  state  of  things  would  in  all 
probability  endure  but  for  a very  short  time;  but 
he  insisted  that  it  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  exist 
tor  a dav  or  for  an  hour.  No  high  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment, not  the  executive  himself,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  control  the  public  lunds  according  to  his 
own  discretion  or  any  doubtful  or  constrained  in- 
terpretation of  obsolete  laws.  There  was  no  great 
public  emergency  at  this  time  to  require  a dictator- 
ship, with  ar.  absolute  power  over  the  public  funds. 
Why,  then,  insist  upon  a measure  like  this?  Why 
not  defer  the  act  of  repeal  until  the  substitute 
should  be  agreed  upon?  Why  leave  the  whole 
treasure  of  the  country  at  the  discretion  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, under  old  laws,  which  were  held  to  be  re- 
vived by  construction?  The  bill  before  the  senate 
did  not  declare  what  law  would  be  revived  by  its 
operation.  Its  whole  effect  was  to  pull  dowm  the 
edifice  now  existing,  without  placing  by  its  side 
even  a log  cabin  or  a shantee,  leaving  the  inmates 
to  seek  shelter  and  security  as  they  might.  There 
was  no  crises  which  required  this  urgent  haste.  It 
would  be  just  as  easy  to  defer  the  final  repeal  till  pro- 
per provision  had  been  made  to  meet  it,  and  thus 
avoid  all  those  difficulties  which  must  now  accompa- 
ny the  measure.  It  was  no  answer  for  gentlemen  to 
say  that  they  intended  to  provide  some  other  mea- 
sure in  a short  time.  He  had  no  doubt  they  were 
sincere  in  that  intention,  but  they  might  avoid  the 
difficulty  altogether.  Let  him  tell  gentlemen  that 
the  senate  had  recently  had  an  example  of  this  in- 
tention to  postpone  action  only  for  a short  time, 
and  went  to  shew  how  easily  that  short  lime 
came  to  be  extended.  When  this  senate  had  been 
organized  on  the  4th  of  March,  the  gentlemen  now 
in  the  majority  had  insisted  that  it  was  necessary, 
in  order  to  a proper  organization  of  the  body  to  re- 
move the  former  printers  from  office.  And  why? 
Because  they  intended,  in  a very  short  time,  to  ap- 
pointtsomebody  to  supply  their  place.  Who  at  that 
time  so  much  as  dreamed  that  the  body  would  re- 
main to  this  day  without  a printer,  and  thrown 
upon  the  absolute  discretion  of  its  president  and 
secretary  to  employ  any  body  they  pleased,  and  at 
any  prices  they  chose  to  give,  to  execute  the  print- 
ing of  the  body?  The  arguments  of  gentlemen 
looked  very  well:  they  did  but  remove  the  printer 
lor  a short  time;  a substitute  was  immediately  to 
be  provided,  yet  three  or  four  months  had  elapsed, 
and  there  was  no  printer  yet.  This  act,  which 
gentlemen  held  to  be  indispensable  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  body,  had  not  been  performed  to  this  day, 
and  the  printing  was  done  through  agents  whom 
the  officers  of  the  senate  chose,  and  not  the  senate, 
and  at  prices  which  the  officers  fixed,  and  not  the 
members  of  this  body.  Just  so  it  might  be  after 
destroying  the  independent  treasury.  The  coun- 
try might  be  left  three  or  four  months,  possibly  tor 
as  many  years,  without  the  adoption  of  any  measure 
as  a substitute  for  it;  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  pub- 
lic money  would  be  left  under  a more  unlimited  dis- 
cretion than  the  public  printing  was  left  now. 

Alter  presenting  these  remarks,  in  opposition  to 
time  proposed  for  the  work  of  abolition,  Mr.  W. 
asked  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  substance 
of  the  measure  itself.  They  came  here  to  do  a 
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United  States  census.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  census  of  1830  and  1840,  of  the  13  non- 
slave states,  with  that  of  the  13  slave  states — and  increase — also,  the  electoral  vote,  with  the  rate  per 
cent. — also,  the  number  of  slaves  and  increase,  with  the  number  of  free  colored  people  and  increase — 
with  a recapitulation. 


STATES. 

j Electoral  vote | 

United  States  census. 

| Per  cent. from, 
| 1820  to  1830. 

Per  eent.  from 
| 1830  to  1840. 

Slaves. 

Increase  and 
decrease. 

Free. 

Increase. 

1830. 

1840. 

Increase. 

1830. 

1840. 

1830. 

1840. 

1 Maine 

10 

399,462 

501,796 

102,334 

382 

251 

1,171 

1,353 

2 N.  Hampshire 

7 

269,533 

284.181 

14,948 

10 

1 

602 

529 

3 Vermont 

7 

230,679 

291,S4S 

11,169 

19 

4 

602 

718 

4 Massachusetts 

14 

610,014 

737,468 

127,454 

161 

21 

8,047 

8,534 

5 Rhode  Island 

4 

97,210 

103,837 

11,627 

17 

12 

14 

5 

3,564 

3.239 

6 Connecticut 

8 

297,71 1 

310,023 

12,312 

8 

4 

23 

11 

8,047 

8,111 

7 New  York 

42 

1,913,508 

2,432,835 

519  327 

391 

272 

46 

3 

44,869 

50,26) 

8 New  Jersey 

8 

320,779 

372,352 

51,573 

15i 

16 

2,246 

658 

18,303 

20,970 

9 Pennsylvania 

30 

1,347,672 

1,700,560 

352,888 

281 

26 

386 

3] 

37,950 

50.571 

10  Ohio 

21 

937,679 

1,515,695 

578.016 

16 

611 

9.657 

17,101 

11  Indiana 

9 

341,582 

683,314 

341,732 

133 

100 

3,629 

7,018 

12  Illinois 

5 

157,575 

4S6.173 

328,598 

185 

2081 

746 

184 

1,637 

420 

13  Michigan 

3 

91,260 

211,705 

180,445 

250 

577 

261 

793 

168 

7,004,664 

9,637,087 

2,632,423 

138,339 

169,528 

31,189 

1 Delaware 

3 

76,748 

78,120 

1.372 

51 

If 

3,305 

2,613 

692 

15,885 

16,926 

2 Maryland 

10 

447.040 

467,564 

20.527 

92 

102, 87S 

89,719 

13,159 

52,938 

61,938 

3 Virginia 

23 

1,211,405 

1,231,444 

20,037 

132 

L 

469.724 

447,207 

22,517 

47.348 

48,425 

4 North  Carolina 

15 

737,987 

753,110 

15  123 

15i 

2 

246,462 

246  188 

274 

19,545 

22,752 

5 South  Carolina 

11 

581,185 

594,439 

13.254 

151 

n 

315,665 

327,158 

1,693 

7,921 

8,279 

6 Georgia 

11 

516.823 

618,160 

101,342 

511 

191 

217,470 

253  508 

36,033 

2,486 

2,335 

7 Alabama 

7 

309,527 

479,444 

169,917 

142 

55 

117,294 

188,664 

71,370 

1,572 

1,838 

S Mississippi 

4 

136,621 

376.090 

239,478 

81 

1741 

65  659 

195,765 

130,1U6 

519 

1,367 

9 Louisiana 

5 

215,739 

249,638 

33  899 

401 

41-1 

109,631 

115,292 

5,661 

16,710 

22,197 

10  Arkansas 

3 

30,338 

95,642 

65,25  4 

I13i 

2142 

4,578 

18,969 

14,391 

141 

431 

11  Tennessee 

15 

681,904 

823.097 

144,163 

62 

21 

142,382 

188,163 

45.186 

4,555 

5,497 

12  Kentucky 

15 

687,917 

777,379 

89,462 

22 

13 

165  350 

166,000 

650 

4,917 

6,000 

13  Missouri 

4 

140,045 

363,761 

223,147 

111 

159 

24,990 

55,540 

30,550 
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1,433 

126 

5,773,729 

6,907,876 

1,134,147 

2,010,436 

2,295,684 

285,248 

319,467 

368,946 

18,290 
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49,479 

Non-slave  states 
Slave  states 


Recapitulation. 

1830.  1840. 

7,004,664  9,637, 0S7 

5,773,729  6,907,876 


Total  12,778,393  16,544,963 
Add  to  1840,  Wiskonsan  30,692 

“ “ Iowa  43,035 

“ “ Florida  40,000 

“ “ District  of  Columbia  43,612 


Increase. 

2,632-423 

1,134,147 

3,766  570 
36,692 
43,035 
6 000 
3,754 


Making  in  all  16,702,302 

Slaves. 

Total  2,010,436  2,295,684 

Free  people  of  color. 

Free  state  138,339  169,528 

Slave  states  181,128  199,418 


3,850,051 

285,248 

31,189 

18,290 


Total 


319,467  368,946  49,479 


Mr.  Editor:  The  following  little  table  exhibits 
at  one  view,  the  amount  of  human  beings  in  the  U. 
States,  with  the  increase;  also  the  electoral  vote, 
at  the  different  periods,  with  a recapitulation  shew- 
ing distinctly  the  average  yearly  amount  of  popu- 
lation, with  the  increase,  from  1790  to  1840,  fifty 
years.  If  you  think  it  satisfactory  to  your  numer- 
ous respectable  readers  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

Years.  Population  differ-  Increase  differ- 

ent  periods.  ent  periods.  . -V  , 

r entperiods. 


1790 

1800 

1810 

1820 

1830 

1840 


at  periods. 
3,929,827 
5,305,927 
7,289,314 
9,638,131 
12,856,407 
16,702,302 


1,376,100 

1,983,387 

2,348,817 

3,218,276 

3,850,051 


139 

176 

216 

261 

294 


Increase  in  fifty  years  12,776,631 
Recapitulation. 

Yearly  average  population.  Yearly  average  increase. 
1,114,438  255,532 

W.  McKNIGHT. 

Pennsylvania,  June,  1841 

the  army. 

Major  general  Scott  has  returned  to  his  residence 
at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.  after  an  abscence  of  up- 
wards of  three  months  on  duty 

Brig.  gen.  Armistead,  U.  S.  A.  has  arrived  in 
Washington  from  service  in  Florida. 

We  regret  to  learn  from  him  that  sickness  pre- 
vails to  a great  extent  among  the  troops  now  in 
Florida.  [Nat.  Intel. 


THE  NAVY. 

Board  of  examiners.  The  Philadelphia  United 
States  Gazette  says,  “the  naval  board  for  the  exami- 
nation of  midshipmen  of  the  date  of  1835,  conven- 
ed at  the  naval  asylum  on  Monday.  The  board  con- 
sists of  commodore  Biddle,  Ballard,  Conner  and 
Reid.  Commodore  Biddle  acting  as  president  and 
commodore  Ballard,  Conner  and  Reid  as  the  exami- 
ners. There  are  at  present  about  25  or  30  midship- 
men awaiting  their  examination. ” 

Commander  James  Armstrong  has  been  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Cyane  now 
lying  at  Norfolk. 


TWENTY- SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  9.  The  president  of  the  senate  communi- 
cated a letter  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
containing  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  post  office  department  for  the  year 
1840. 

After  the  presentation  of  memorials  and  peti- 
tions, several  resolutions  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  Calhoun,  Preston,  Woodbury,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana and  Dixon,  which  will  appear  in  their  pro- 
gress. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  sub-treasury  law.  This  bill  having  had  its 
third  reading,  the  question  was,  “shall  it  pass?” 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  it  had  been  his  misfortune  to 
be  in  a minority  when  this  bill  was  considered  in 
committee.  He  had  there  stated  at  that  time  his 
objections  to  its  passage,  nor  had  those  objections 
been  since  removed,  but,  on  the  contiary,  greatly 
strengthened.  As  the  bill  went  to  change  the  en- 
tire system  of  collecting,  keeping  and  disbursing 
the  public  money,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  present 
to  lire  senate  those  objections  he  had  urged  against 
it  in  the  committee.  He  was  aware  that  much  im- 
patience was  felt  by  the  majority,  under  remarks 
of  this  kind,  but  he  could  not  feel  himself  excused 
without  presenting  his  views  upon  the  proposed 
measure,  which,  however,  he  should  do  as  briefly  as 
possible. 

And  in  the  first  place  he  would  remark  that  when 
the  senate  had  resolved  to  change  the  system  which 
was  in  existence  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
sub-treasury  law,  they  had  nevertheless  suffered 
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great  public  act  on  behalf  of  seventeen  millions  of 
people  and  twenty-six  stales  of  this  union.  Ought 
they  to  do  this  without  duly  considering  what  was 
the  duty  required  of  them?  And  what  must  be  the 
effect  ot  their  act,  whether  that  effect  were  tempo- 
rary or  permanent?  Without  this,  they  could  not 
act  discreetly  in  abolishing  an  important  existing 
system.  Mr.  W.  would  readily  admit,  as  some 
gentlemen  had  suggested,  that  there  had  been  much 
talk  against  the  sub-treasury  and  some  arguments, 
but  no  experience.  It  had  been  greatly  abused  and 
grossly  misrepresented,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  there  had  been  any  verdict  of  the  people 
against  it.  Was  the  repeal  of  the  continuance  of 
this  law  the  only  issue  made  before  the  people  at 
the  late  election?  Was  the  result  of  that  election 
a verdict  on  that  issue  alone?  The  senator  from 
Kentucky  had  said  that  they  had  come  here  tor 
judgment — to  carry  into  execution  the  verdict  of 
the  American  people;  but  he  would  ask  that  sena- 
tor whether  the  result  of  that  election  was  to  be 
held  as  a decision  by  the  people  on  all  the  questions 
which  had  been  discussed  before  them?  It  so,  how 
did  it  happen  that  they  were  sitting  there  in  that 
splendid  hall,  lighted  by  the  magnificent  and  costly 
candelabra  now  before  them?  Had  it  not  been  de- 
cided that  there  should  be  no  extra  session  with  all 
its  unavoidable  expenditure?  That  gentlemen  must 
not  eat  out  of  gold  spoons,  but  must  use  horn?  That 
they  must  not  indulge  themselves  in  the  luxury  of 
champagne,  but  must  drink  only  hard  cider?  Did 
not  the  verdict  of  the  people  cover  all  that?  It  was 
easy  for  gentlemen  to  talk  about  issues  being  de- 
cided by  elections,  but  he  asked,  what  had  been 
the  issue  in  1829,  and  what  had  been  the  verdict 
given  then? 

The  sena'or  had  had  some  experience  in  such 
matters.  Did  he  believe  that  the  people  had  passed 
a verdict  on  all  the  questions  which  had  been  moot- 
ed during  that  election?  No;  nor  did  Mr.  W.  They 
had  different  questions  argued  then:  they  had  had 
the  question  about  soda  water  furnished  at  public 
expense,  about  billard  table  paid  for  out  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  other  grave  issues  of  the  like  cha- 
racter. Did  the  senator  hold  that  the  people  had 
delivered  their  verdict  on  all  these  important  points? 
Why  cut  out  the  sub-treasury  from  all  the  other 
subjects  agitated  at  the  late  election,  and  say  that  the 
verdict  of  the  people  had  been  given  on  that  issue? 
But,  admitting  that  it  had,  some  of  the  gentlemen 
helil  the  doctrine  that  they  were  not  bound  even 
by  express  written  instructions  from  theirown  con- 
stituents. Much  less,  then,  were  they  bound  by  a 
verdict  given  on  live  hundred  issues,  given  at 
cross  roads,  given  at  grog-shops  and  on  the  hust- 
ings. There  was  nothing  in  this  argument.  It 
answered  very  well  to  talk  about  for  political  effect; 
but  the  people  decided  no  issues  but  such  as  they 
put  on  record.  The  issue  they  decided  was,  that 
they  elected  this  man  as  their  chief  magistrate,  and 
not  that  man.  That  was  an  issue  by  which  all  were 
bound,  and  which  all  must  respect.  But  the  evi- 
dence went  no  further.  For  that  reason  it  was  that 
he  addressed  arguments  to  gentlemen,  and  entreat- 
ed them  not  to  throw  themselves  on  imaginary  or 
uncertain  issues.  He  asked  them  what  they  were 
abolishing?  What  were  their  reasons  lor  abolishing 
it,  and  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case?  The  sys- 
tem which  it  was  now  proposed  to  destroy  was  one 
which  had  been  matured  with  great  caution,  after 
prolonged  consideration  and  much  debate.  Was  it 
because  it  was  a system  which  did  not  comport  with 
the  supposed  civilization  and  refinement  of  modern 
times?  Because  it  was  not  marked  with  all  the 
graces  and  beauties  of  the  credit  system,  and  was 
not  ornamented  with  alt  those  classic  figures 
which  came  with  so  much  grace  from  the  Philadel- 
phia Bank  of  the  United  Stales  and  the  bankof'Gal- 
iipolis? 

He  admitted  that  the  system  was  somewhat  anti- 
quated; it  had  been  tried  for  two  or  three  centuries 
in  other  countries,  and  was  at  this  time  in  full  three 
in  many  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  It  could  not, 
indeed,  boats  of  all  the  modern  polish  and  trimming 
and  flourish,  but  ii  was  a system  which  had  been 
tried,  and  had  worked  well.  Some  other  refine- 
ments had  also  been  tried,  and  they  had  not  worked 
well.  Let  gentlemen  look  around  them — let  them 
see  the  general  crash  which  had  prostrated  so  many 
of  our  moneyed  institutions.  This  was  the  effect 
of  the  much  admired  and  beautilul  credit  system, 
and  not  of  the  system  of  1340 — a system  much  abus- 
ed, but  one  which  had  worked  well  wherever  it  had 
been  tried,  and  would  work  well  again  whenever  the 
trial  should  be  repeated. 

Gentlemen  were,  besides,  abolishing  a system 
which  they  knew  to  be  constitutional:  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  sub-treasury  law  none  denied  or 
pretended  to  dispute.  Was  this  no  excellence? 
This  system  had  been  the  first  offspring  of  the  con- 
stitution: it  existed  in  its  essence  in  1789.  In  the 


next  place,  if  was  a system  independent  in  its  ope- 
rations: the  name  of  “independent  treasury,”  given 
to  it  by  its  friends,  was  not  a mere  word  or  empty 
sound.  The  system  was  independent,  because  it 
carried  on  its  operations  by  the  force  ol  law,  and 
did  not  depend  either  upon  states  or  individuals  to 
make  it  effective.  All  other  systems  were  essen- 
tially dependent  in  their  character;  thpy  were  con- 
ducted by  officers  who  were  appointed  by  bank 
stockholders  and  the  act  of  private  individuals. 
Another  great  excellence  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury system  was,  that  it  was  perfectly  safe.  There 
was  one  remark  in  the  report  submitted  by  the  pre- 
sent secretary  of  the  treasury  which  had  struck 
Mr.  W’s  attention.  The  secretary  talked  about  the 
insecurity  of  the  sub-treasury,  but,  instead  of  sup- 
porting this  position  by  a statement  of  what  sums 
had  been  lost  under  that  system,  the  report  went 
back  twelve  years  to  losses  which  had  happened 
previous  to  its  adoption.  The  secretary  could  not 
show  the  loss  of  a single  dollar  under  this  much 
abused  system  of  conducting  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
government. 

[Mr.  Clay  here  said,  speaking  across,  “the  ac- 
counts have  not  been  settled  yet.”] 

Mr.  W.  repeated  the  assertion  that  there  wras  no 
evidence  of  the  loss  of  one  dollar  by  the  sub-trea- 
sury. In  contrast  to  which  statement  he  pointed 
gentlemen  to  the  general  wreck  which  had  attend- 
ed the  employment  of  banks.  There  were  losses 
growing  out  of  the  species  of  currency  employed, 
but  such  losses  were  effectually  prevented  by  tile 
sub-treasury  system,  which,  when  perfected,  went 
to  provide  a currency  subject  to  no  depreciation. 
What  would  have  been  the  loss  suffered  by  govern- 
ment had  it  employed  the  currency  of  the  present 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania?  There  was  admitted  loss 
of  four  or  five  millions  from  the  depreciation  of  bank 
paper.  A committee  of  the  other  house  had  esti- 
mated the  total  loss  to  government  from  the  employ- 
ment of  banks  at  thirty-two  millions.  Again,  the 
system  now  to  be  destroyed  was  one  eminently  free 
from  executive  influence. 

[A  laugh  on  one  side  of  the  senate.] 

Mr.  W.  said  that  he  was  well  aware  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  insisted  that  the  sub- 
treasury  system  was  subjected  to  executive  influ- 
ence in  a greater  degree  than  any  other.  But  let 
them  come  down  to  facts.  Could  the  executive 
put  his  hands  into  the  vaults  of  the  sub-treasury 
and  take  out  a single  dollar  without  subjecting  him- 
self to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary?  Would  he  not 
be  indicted  as  a robber?  Not  a dollar  could  be 
drawn  out  but  by  warrants  and  drafts.  Neither  the 
president  nor  his  secretary  of  the  treasury  could 
take  from  its  custody  enough  to  buy  a pen,  nor 
could  they  loan  out  the  public  money  for  purposes 
of  speculation  or  gambling.  If  they  attempted 
such  a thing,  they  would  be  convicted  of  embez- 
zlement and  sent  to  prison.  Was  this  the  case  un- 
der the  bank  system?  Could  not  the  executive,  or 
the  secretary,  in  person,  or  through  their  friends, 
be  accommodated  with  loans  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  or  by  the  pet  banks?  Had  not  the 
public  money  been  lent  in  thousands  and  hundred' 
of  thousands  to  friends  of  the  banks,  both  out  of 
congress  and  in  congress?  But  when  had  a dollar 
of  the  public  money  been  loaned  under  the  sub- 
treasury? The  thing  could  not  be  done  without 
burglary  and  theft.  And  yet,  strange  to  tell,  the 
community  seemed  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
under  that  much  abused  system  the  president  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  could  take  and  use  for 
their  own  purposes  just  as  much  of  the  public 
money  as  they  pleased. 

Now,  as  to  the  executive  influence  over  the 
keepers  of  the  public  money  (for  that  was  the  only 
possible  way  in  which  the  money  could  be  reach- 
ed), did  not  the  president  select  the  pet  banks? 
Did  not  the  secretary  do  the  same?  Was  there  any 
check  on  the  executive  discretion?  Did  not  the 
bank  directors  elect  their  own  cashier  and  presi- 
dent? Had  either  house  of  congress  any  control 
over  that  matter?  But  how  was  it  under  the  sub- 
treasury? Did  the  president  select  the  receivers 
general  or  the  treasurers  ol  the  mints?  No  more 
than  he  could  select  his  own  successor,  or  appoint 
a foreign  minister  w ithout  the  consent  of  the  se- 
nate. Executive  influence  was  limited,  not  ex- 
tended, by  that  system;  it  brought  the  public  mo 
ney  under  the  control  of  congress.  It  gave  to  the 
executive  no  new  powers,  for  the  power  of  remov- 
al existed  before  as  it  did  now,  but  now  it  was  re- 
strained, whereas,  under  the  bank  system,  it  was 
not.  Mr.  W.  would  not  now  go  into  the  doctrine 
of  removal,  nor  would  he  show  how  that  power 
had  been  exercised  since  the  4th  of  March,  1840. 
He  believed  the  keepers  of  the  public  money  had 
been  no  freer  from  removal  than  before  that  time. 
What  had  become  of  the  receivers  general  at  N. 
York?  at  Boston?  Charleston?  They  had  been  dis- 


approved, and  others  had  been  appointed  in  their 
place.  It  had  been  urged  that  the  executive  could 
control  these  receivers  through  the  power  of  re- 
moval, yet  it  did  so  happen  that  none  of  them  had 
been  so  removed  until  March,  1841.  So  much  for 
the  argument  on  executive  influence. 

But  the  sub-treasury  system  had  yet  one  other 
and  infinitely  greater  excellence.  It  did  not  sti- 
mulate the  spirit  of  wild  and  reckless  speculation 
by  loaning  out  the  public  money.  All  such  loans 
were,  by  that  law,  strictly  prohibited  and  declared 
to  be  felony,  and  it  was  an  acknowledgment  and 
homage  paid  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky  to  the 
excellence  of  that  law,  that,  bent  as  he  was  on  de- 
stroying the  system,  he  retained  this  feature  of  it, 
and  incorporated  it  in  his  own  bill.  That  system 
provided  no  stimulus  for  over-trading.  On  the 
contrary,  its  effect  was  to  subdue  and  quench  that 
destructive  fire  which  had  consumed  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  country.  It  kept  the  public  treasure 
where  it  could  be  had  when  it  was  wanted.  Every 
receiver  general,  every  treasurer  of  a mint,  must 
be  ready  to  hand  over  every  dollar  of  the  funds  in 
his  hands  on  its  demand  bv  government.  But  was 
this  the  case  under  the  bank?  Far  from  it.  When 
the  money  wa3  most  wanted  by  the  government  it 
was  most  w’anted  by  the  banks  also.  But  Mr.  W. 
would  not  protract  these  remarks;  he  could  not,  for 
his  liTe,  see  any  thing  in  the  system  itself  to  justify 
or  excuse  this  hasty  and  precipitate  effort  to  get 
rid  of  it  at  a blow. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  he  was  compelled  to  look 
at  what  must  succeed  this  system  when  it  was  de- 
stroyed, whether  it  was  to  succeed  temporarily  or 
permanently.  What  would  succeed  it  temporarily? 
Nothing  was  provided  in  the  bill  itself,  but  it  was 
held  under  a sound  general  principle  of  law  that, 
when  an  act  repealing  a previous  law  was  itself  re- 
pealed, the  previous  law  revived  ipso  facto.  Now, 
if  the  sub- treasury  was  destroyed,  what  law  would 
be  revived  by  its  repeal?  He  would  tell  gentle- 
men. We  were  to  have  the  act  of  1836,  with  all 
its  acknowledged  imperfections  in  its  train.  Would 
this  be  a better  system?  Wise  men  did  not  pull 
down  one  thing  to  substitute  another,  unless  that 
other  were  a better.  The  act  of  1836  was  not 
without  some  excellencies.  It  contained  a provi- 
sion which  restrained  the  secietary  from  removing 
the  deposites  from  a bank  where  they  had  been 
placed,  provided  t hat  bank  continued  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie;  it  also  forbade  the  depositing  of 
the  public  money  in  non-specie-paying  banks,  and 
in  banks  issuing  notes  under  five  dollars.  Some 
approved  of  the  pet  bank  system  in  the  abstract, 
because  it  was  a system  which  could  be  regulated 
by  law.  When  president  Jackson  had  been  forced 
to  remove  the  public  deposites  from  their  former 
depository,  and  there  existed  no  regulated  system 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  them,  he  had  implored  con- 
gress to  pass  a law  for  that  purpose,  and  they  pass- 
ed I he  law  of  1836.  which  had  these  excellences. 
But  they  were  countervailed  by  defects  which 
broke  it  down  in  twelve  months,  and  it  was  now  a 
dead  letter.  One  gentleman  had  suggested  that  it 
was  destroyed  by  faults  in  its  administration,  and 
not  in  the  system  itself.  This  suggestion  had  been 
made  before.  Mr.  W.  would  not  say  whether  this 
were  the  case  or  not,  but  he  saw  ample  cause  for 
its  failure  without  this.  It  provided  that  the  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  which  had  been  de- 
posited in  safe  banks  should  be  taken  out  of  them 
and  divided  among  seventy  or  eighty  others  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  give  each  of  them  the  bene- 
fit of  its  possession.  A bank  was  to  be  selected  in 
every.state,  and  the  effect  was  general  stimulation 
of  the  community  to  every  form  of  speculation  and 
gambling.  The  banks  were  required  to  pay  inte- 
rest lor  the  money,  at  least  for  all  they  held  over  a 
given  proportion,  and  they  consented  to  pay  the 
money  obviously  because  they  expected  to  loan  it 
out.  Was  not  this  in  itself  sufficient  to  break 
down  any  set  of  banks  in  the  world?  Could  such 
an  operation  be  accomplished  without  infinite  dis- 
tress? To  force  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars out  of  the  channels  of  trade,  and  to  put  it  in 
entirely  different  depositories,  was  an  operation 
which  Mr.  W.  insisted  to  be  the  true  cause  of  the 
commercial  ruin  which  followed.  That  alone  was 
sufficient  to  account  for  it;  but  if  on  the  back  of 
this,  there  was  snperadded  the  requirement  to  col- 
lect within  nine  months  36  millions  more,  and  pay 
it  over  to  the  states,  was  it  any  wonder  that  the 
most  ruinous  consequences  should  follow?  No  dis- 
cretion was  left  to  the  secretary;  the  time  was  fix- 
ed by  law,  and,  should  he  fail  to  obey,  he  was  lia- 
ble to  be  impeached,  and  was  actually  threatened 
with  impeachment.  This  he  had  actually  done.  He 
had  collected  nine  millions,  and  deposited  it  with 
the  states  in  specie,  or  in  specie  worth,  and  it  was 
emphatically  said  at  the  time  that  every  instalment 
in  the  payment  of  this  money  was  a new  turn  of 
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the  screw.  The  pressure  rose  from  rheumatism  to 
gout,  and  from  gout  to  convulsion.  All  this  suf- 
fering had  been  attributed  to  the  executive  and  to 
the  treasury  department,  as  though  it  were  their 
wrong,  when,  it  fact,  they  had  but  carried  out  the 
law  of  congress.  Then  came,  in  addition  to  all  the 
rest,  an  unexampled  recoil  from  abroad,  produced 
by  the  course  of  the  Bank  of  England.  American 
credit  was  suddenly  cut  off  by  millions  at  a blow. 
Yet  all  this,  too,  was  charged  upon  the  treasury. 
And  here  he  would  relate  an  amusing  anecdote.  In 
compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  depo- 
sites  of  specie  were  made  in  North  Carolina,  which 
carried  it  out  of  the  usual  course  of  trade.  The 
order  to  transfer  (he  funds  was  given  in  advance, 
payable  in  North  Carolina.  This  was  strenuously 
objected  to,  and  the  secretary  was  asked  why  he 
did  not  make  the  order  payable  in  New  York?  The 
secretary  was  acquainted  with  the  operations  of 
trade,  and  knew  that  the  order  could  better  be  met 
in  North  Carolina  than  in  New  York,  because  New 
York  was  then  drained  of  specie.  But  the  holders 
came  to  him  and  insisted  that  the  drafts  should  be 
made  payable  in  New  York.  He  did  so,  and  the 
holders  immediately  went  to  New  York  and  de- 
manded the  specie,  and  found  themselves  so  much 
embarrassed  that  there  was  riot  a man  of  them  that 
was  not  glad  to  part  with  his  draft  after  he  had  got 
it.  It  reminded  Mr.  W.  of  the  Irishman  who  was 
ordered  to  be  flogged,  and  when  he  was  flogged 
low  down  wanted  to  be  flogged  higher  up;  but 
when  flogged  higher  up,  wanted  to  be  flogged  low- 
er down.  Mr.  W.  had  been  determined  to  execute 
the  law,  cost  what  it  would,  and  let  those  who 
made  it  be  answerable  to  posterity,  that  just  tribu- 
nal whose  judgments,  though  often  slow7,  were 
ever  according  to  equity.  As  might  naturally  have 
been  expected,  the  newly  made  deposite  banks, 
flushed  with  the  possession  of  their  twelve  or  thir- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  speedily  disgorged  this 
treasure  upon  the  community,  tor  they  had  been 
obliged  to  pay  interest  for  it,  and  were  glad  to  loan 
it  out  as  soon  as  possible.  The  consequence  of 
this  had  been  that  the  land  sales  which  usually 
realized  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars  were 
swelled  to  twenty-four  millions  in  a single  year. 
The  banks  which  had  loaned  their  money  to  indi- 
viduals instead  of  to  the  government,  when  called 
upon  by  government  to  pay,  could  not  collect  it  in, 
and  the  natural  consequence  was  that  they  all  went 
to  wreck — suspension  was  inevitable.  But  these 
lamentable  consequences  were  not  to  be  charged  to 
the  administration  of  the  pet  bank  system,  but  to 
the  provisions  of  the  law  itself.  And  were  gentle- 
men called  upon  now  to  revive  such  a system  as 
this?  Must  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  scatter 
the  public  money  among  eighty  banks  and  revive 
again  the  scenes  of  1836?  It  could  not  be  done. 
The  country  then,  though  nominally  thrown  back 
on  the  law  of  1836,  would  in  fact  and  in  truth  be 
cast  ou  the  unlimited  discretion  of  the  treasury 
department;  for  the  law  having  been  rendered  im- 
practicable by  the  change  of  times,  the  department 
must  necessarily  be  thrown  back  on  the  laws  in 
force  before  this  was  enacted.  Mr.  W.  would  un- 
dertake to  say  that  there  could  not  now  be  five 
banks  found  in  Ihe  whole  United  States  such  as 
that  act  required  deposite  banks  to  be;  and  the  act 
itself  declared  that  in  that  case  the  treasury  must 
revert  to  the  previous  laws,  and  those  previous 
laws  allowed  the  deposites  to  be  placed  in  banks 
which  did  not  pay  specie;  and  to  place  it  there; 
not  merely  on  special  but  on  general  deposite.  Nor 
was  this  any  thing  new — Ihis  very  thing  had  been 
done  by  secretaries  Campbell  and  Dallas  for  years 
together,  and  it  must  be  done  again. 

There  were  other  consequences  which  must  also 
follow.  The  secretary  would  not  merely  be  com- 
pelled to  use  banks  of  this  description,  but  he 
would  be  stripped  of  every  facility  in  the  business 
of  his  department  until  he  did  make  his  selection 
among  the  banks,  and  place  the  money  there.  He 
invited  gentlemen  to  put  inquiries  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  and  see  what  answers  they  would 
get.  The  moment  this  bill  became  a law,  the  re- 
ceivers general,  as  such,  were  dead — the  secretary 
could  no  longer  draw  on  them.  Where  must  he 
put  bis  money?  What  must  he  do  with  his  drafts? 
In  New  York  immense  sums  were  coming  into  de- 
posite at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  a hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  a day.  The  secretary  could 
not  arrange,  with  a bank  to  receive  tbis  money  un- 
der less  than  a week,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  col- 
lector or  the  receiver  general  might  have  half  a 
million  of  dollars  under  his  lock  and  key,  and  be  at 
the  same  time  out  of  office.  Who  would  be  liable 
then?  Not  his  sureties,  for  their  liability  expired 
with  his  office.  In  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  such  a state  of  things  might  exist  for  a 
whole  month.  That  time  must  elapse  before  the 
receiver  knew  that  Ins  office  was  abolished;  but  the 


secretary  here  would  know  it,  and  could  not  draw 
upon  him.  What,  then,  must  be  the  result?  In 
one  portion  of  the  country  he  would  draw  on  col- 
lectors; in  another  portion  he  must  act  under  the 
law  of  1836;  and  in  still  another  he  must  be  left  at 
his  discretion,  under  a construction  of  the  old  law. 
Here  would  be  three  or  four  fiscal  systems  in  opera- 
tion at  one  and  the  same  time;  and  all  this  state  of 
confusion  must  ensue  because  gentlemen  would  in- 
sist upon  repealing  one  plan  before  they  had  pro- 
vided another. 

Another  question  arose  as  to  what  money  the 
treasurer  should  receive.  It  was  contended  that  he 
would  be  under  the  act  of  1836.  If  so,  then  all 
public  dues  must  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver.  There 
was  not  a bank  in  New  England  which  did  not  issue 
bills  under  five  dollars.  He  was  prohibited  from 
receiving  their  notes,  though  redeemable  in  specie, 
and  therefore,  instead  ot  receiving  his  dues  one-half 
in  convertible  paper  and  one-half  in  specie,  he  must 
have  the  whole  amount  in  hard  money,  or  violate 
his  oath.  Some  gentlemen,  indeed,  might  like  the 
measure  on  this  account,  but  would  the  friends  of 
this  Dill  vote  for  it  in  this  view7  of  its  effects? 

Again:  as  to  the  effect  on  public  sentiment,  he 
could  tell  gentlemen,  if  congress  adjourned  without 
providing  a substitute  for  the  sub-treasury,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  act  of  1816  wa3  not  imperative. 
Its  language  was  not,  that  paper  of  a certain  de- 
scription should  be  taken,  but  that  it  ought  to  be 
taken.  Yes;  it  ought.  But  supposing  the  secreta- 
ry could  not  get  it,  how  then?  What  had  been  the 
argument  in  1837  on  that  point?  Shinplasters  were 
then  current,  and  what  had  been  called  the  ten  cent 
rebellion  in  Boston  had  been  gotton  up,  because 
specie  was  demanded  by  the  collector.  The  secre- 
tary said  he  could  not  get  convertible  notes,  and  the 
verdict  of  the  people  was,  that  in  that  case  he  must 
take  depreciated  paper.  By  this  stale  of  things,  all 
specie  and  specie  paying  banks  must  go  by  the 
board.  Discretion  was  said  to  be  the  law  of  ty- 
rants; yet  now  the  treasury  was  to  be  let  loose  again, 
to  use,  at  pleasure,  the  paper  of  non-specie-paying 
banks;  and  this  the  secretary  could  not  avoid,  if  he 
respected  public  opinion. 

But  it  was  said  that  we  should  soon  have  a sub- 
stitute. Some  great  fiscal  agent  was  to  be  provid- 
ed, or  else  an  old  fashioned  bank  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  W.  would  not  argue  that  question, 
with  him  the  time  was  gone  by;  but  he  would  ask 
the  members  of  that  senate  whether  they  were  ready 
to  repeal  the  existing  law,  to  re-establish  such  an 
institution  as  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States?  If 
they  were,  very  well,  but  he  could  not  yet  tell 
whether  such  a plan  had  been  matured  and  was  to 
be  presented.  Why  not  wait  till  then? 

It  was  said,  however,  that  we  were  to  have  a 
bank  that  would  not  be  unconstitutional:  it  was  to 
be  free  from  all  objections  of  that  kind.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  it:  but  what  was  the  plan?  Had  not 
gentlemen  better  wait  till  they  saw  whether  it  did 
avoid  all  constitutional  difficulty  or  not?  Surely 
they  would  act  thus  in  their  own  affairs,  why  not 
in  the  affairs  of  the  public?  What  was  this  bank  to 
be?  If  it  was  a mere  fiscal  agent  not  incorporated, 
then  it  was  a government  bank,  and  he  said  to  gen- 
tlemen that  they  were  abolishing  just  such  a bank, 
though  without  the  name.  All  they  had  to  do  was 
to  call  the  sub-treasury  a fiseal  agent,  and  the  thing 
would  be  effected.  Was  this  any  thing  new?  Had 
not  gentlemen  contended  that  the  bill  of  1840  went 
to  create  a treasury  bank?  Yet  they  were  now  for 
destroying  that,  only  to  make  another.  Here  Mr. 
W.  quoted  the  title  of  a speech  he  held  in  his  hand, 
in  which  the  sub-treasury  was  denominated  a go- 
vernment bank,  of  which  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  to  be  president,  cashier  and  teller. — 
All  they  had  to  do  was  to  give  the  secretary  power 
to  issue  small  drafts,  and  the  sub-treasury  would  be 
a government  bank. 

Mr.  Clay  here  interposed  to  inquire  of  Mr.  W. 
whether  he  rightly  understood  him  as  now  admit- 
ting that  the  sub  treasury  was  a bank. 

Mr.  Woodbury  replied  in  the  negative.  He  had 
represented  it  as  a bank  only  under  the  supposition 
that  the  secretary  could  cut  up  his  drafts  into  small 
sums,  and  use  them  as  bank  notes. 

Mr.  Clay.  Well,  and  could  he  not  do  it? 

Mr.  Woodbury.  He  did  not  do  it.  I admit  that 
the  argument  itself  is  a fair  one,  but  he  did  not  do 
it,  nor  could  it  have  been  done  without  sanction  of 
law. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by’observing  that  though  much 
more  might  be  said,  he  should  add  no  further  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Calhoun  wished  before  the  vote  should  be 
taken,  to  offer  a few  words  on  this  bill.  One  fact 
had  struck  him  during  this  discussion,  viz:  that 
there  was  a large  majority  in  the  senate  who  were 
utterly  averse  to  leaving  the  treasury  under  an  un- 
regulated state  bank  system.  He  need  not  refer  to 


the  individual  gentleman  who  had  expressed  this 
opinion — the  fact  was  unquestionable.  Now  he  as- 
serted that  these  gentlemen  had  done  by  tbeir  vole 
of  yesterday  just  what  they  had  said  they  would  not 
do.  They  had  first  voted  down  Mr.  C’s  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay),  which  that  senator  had  acknowledged 
would  remove  the  disabilities  arising  under  the  law 
of ’36,  and  without  which  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
practicable to  carry  that  law  into  effect,  for  the 
want  of  banks  which  paid  specie  and  which  issued 
no  bills  under  the  denomination  of  $5,  a large  por- 
tion of  the  union  being  absolutely  destitute  of  banks 
of  that  description.  The  object  of  Mr.  C’s  amend- 
ment had  been  to  remove  this  difficulty  and  make 
the  law  practicable;  but  gentlemen,  after  voting  in 
its  favor  as  an  amendment  to  that  moved  by  the  se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  had  voted  down  both  amend- 
ments, and  left  the  act  of  1S36  in  a condition  utter- 
ly impracticable.  How  would  this  operate?  The 
government  would  be  obliged  to  go  back  to  the  al- 
ternative of  either  keeping  its  own  money  by  its 
own  treasurer,  or  using  banks  such  as  the  law  de- 
clared it  should  not  use.  There  was  another  result: 
it  would  be  compelled,  unless  it  violated  the  law,  to 
collect  its  dues  wholly  in  gold  and  silver;  which 
would  in  fact  and  practice  carry  out  the  sub-trea- 
sury system  more  rigidly  than  had  ever  yet  been 
done.  The  secretary  must  either  do  this,  or  he 
must  purposely  violate  the  law.  Yet  gentlemen 
say  they  abhor  leaving  the  country  under  a state  of 
things  unregulated  by  law.  Mr.  C.  called  upon 
them  to  answer  him,  or,  by  their  silence  admit  the 
truth  of  what  he  said. 

The  whole  of  this  proceeding  had  been  most  ex- 
traordinary. Gentlemen  said  that  the  voice  of  the 
American  people  demanded  the  course  they  were 
pursuing.  Now  Mr.  C.  was  ready  to  grant  that 
their  voice  had  condemned  the  sub  trea3tiry;  but 
that  voice  had  been  uttered  in  an  infinitely  louder 
key  against  leaving  the  public  money  unregulated 
by  law.  By  inference,  then,  it  was  manifest  that 
they  were  about  to  do  an  act  which  was  infinitely 
more  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  country  than 
any  other.  They  had  been  told  that  this  was  to  be 
a reform  administration.  Now  the  only  possible 
reform  worthy  of  the  name  was  a conformity  to  the 
law  and  to  the  constitution.  He  supposed  it  was 
an  instance  and  example  of  this  reform  that  the 
printing  of  the  senate  had  been  left  to  this  moment 
unregulated.  Who  was  the  printer  to  the  senate? 
Did  any  gentleman  know?  What  were  the  prices 
fixed  for  printing?  Could  gentlemen  tell?  Who 
fixed  these  prices?  Did  any  one  know?  Could  any 
gentleman  reply?  Well,  the  next  reform  was  as  to 
the  currency;  and  in  that  department  of  reform  they 
left  the  government  either  to  violate  openly  the 
laws  of  the  land  or  to  come  back  to  the  sub  treasu- 
ry system  in  its  most  rigid  form.  Was  this  to  go  to 
the  American  people,  and  would  gsntlemen  still  re- 
main silent?  Mr.  C.  certainly  was  willing  that  it 
should.  He  desired  that  it  should.  In  less  than 
three  weeks  or  a mouth  every  man  in  these  United 
States  would  know  in  what  condition  the  treasury 
was  left,  and  that  that  condition  was  worse  than 
ever  before. 

But  they  were  told  that  this  posture  of  things  was 
to  be  temporary  only.  Was  this  so  certain?  Were 
the  gentlemen  so  perfectly  united  among  themselves 
as  to  what  substitute  was  to  be  provided  for  it? — 
Would  not  many  start  aside  on  constitutional  ground 
and  oppose  a bank  of  the  United  States?  And  if 
that  was  laid  aside,  what  was  their  next  plan? — 
Could  there  be  found  an  intermediate  ground  be- 
tween a bank  and  sub  treasury?  There  might  be, 
but  he  asked  what  it  was?  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  no 
enemy  to  existing  bank  capital,  but  he  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  no  faith  in  any  bank  of  circula- 
tion and  issue.  He  had  long  said  that  the  banks 
must  fall  by  their  own  hand.  Did  gentlemen  think 
that  they  acted  as  friends  to  the  banks  by  repeal- 
ing the  sub-treasury?  According  to  his  belief, 
whether  they  created  a bank  of  the  United  States 
or  not,  it  was  indispensable  that  the  country  should 
come  to  a currency  of  gold  and  silver.  The  United 
States  bank  itself  must  run  down  if  it  again  com- 
menced a paper  currency.  There  would  be  ex- 
pansions: nothing  could  prevent  it;  and  the  bank 
would,  sooner  or  later,  be  swept  by  the  board  unless 
some  provision  was  adopted  which  was  quite  as 
strong  as  the  sub-treasury  law.  All  great  bank  ex- 
pansions had  commenced  in  England,  and  would 
again;  their  paper  system  was  the  same  with  our 
own;  their  banks  and  ours  were  but  different  parts 
of  the  same  steamboiler;  and  if  there  was  an  ex- 
plosion, it  would  commence  were  the  boiler  was 
weakest — we  must  be  the  first  to  suffer.  The 
strongest  possible  provision  should  be  made  to  keep 
the  specie  in  the  country  in  order  to  meet  this  emer- 
gency. But  he  saw  plainly  that  gentlemen  would 
have  their  way,  but  time  would  show  who  was 
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right.  An  experience  of  less  than  ten  years  would 
satisfy  even  themselves  of  their  profound  errors. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  was  now  pretty  well  seen  that 
gentlemen  in  the  majority  meant  to  press  the  ques- 
tion on  this  bill;  but  it  was  so  utterly  repugnant  to 
all  his  views  of  what  was  tight  and  proper,  that  he 
wished  to  leave  on  record  the  stongest  and  most 
lasting  testimony  in  his  power  of  his  opinion  of  its 
impropriety.  Therefore  he  should  take  a course 
which  though  not  usual  was  strictly  parliamentary; 
and  he  thereupon  moved  to  postpone  (he  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a re- 
solution, which  he  sent  to  the  chair,  declaring,  in 
substance,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  repeal  the 
sub-treasury  until  some  other  plan  for  managing  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  government  had  been  provid- 
ed. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  observe  that  it  had  several 
times  been  remarked,  during  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, that  gentlemen  were  beginning  at  the  wrong 
end  of  the  road.  It  was  certainly  manifest,  from 
the  votes  given  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  that 
the  greastest  possible  absurdities  invariably  arose 
from  this  course  of  proceeding.  Gentlemen  were 
for  putting  an  end  to  one  law — a law  referring  to 
matters  which  must  continue  without  intermission, 
and  could  not  stop  fora  day — without  providing 
any  other  law  in  its  place.  By  this  course  the 
country  was  remitted  to  the  law  of  1836;  yet  it  had 
been  shown  to  be  impracticable  to  revive  the  state 
bank  system  contemplated  in  that  law,  in  time  to 
meet  the  exigency;  and  the  secretary  would  there- 
fore, of  necessity,  be  remitted  to  the  condition  of 
things  which  existed  anterior  to  the  passage  of  the 
law  of  1836;  and  this,  whether  for  a long  or  a short 
period.  But  whether  it  was  to  be  for  a shorter 
period  or  a longer  one  was  wholly  immaterial  in 
the  argument.  He  still  held  that  there  should  be  a 
substitute  provided,  before  the  present  law  was 
abolished.  Nay,  the  very  fact,  (if  it  were  a fact), 
that  this  state  of  matters  was  to  continue  but  a short 
time  was.  the  strongest  of  all  arguments  for  post- 
poning the  repeal  till  that  short  time  should  have 
elapsed.  If  a substitute  could  be  provided  in  a few 
weeks,  why  not  wait  those  few  weeks  before  they 
put  down  the  existing  law?  There  would  have 
some  machinery  to  be  provided;  and  during  that 
interval  the  public  money  was  to  be  left  in  a state 
unprovided  lor  by  law,  or  under  a law  which  was 
impracticable,  which  was  the  same  thing.  Why, 
then,  put  up  a scaffold  only  to  pull  it  down  again 
and  put  up  another?  Why  this  double  demolition? 
They  would  incur  an  infinity  of  trouble,  while  no 
good  end  was  to  be  gained  by  it.  What  could  be 
the  reason  for  all  this?  Why  this  hot  haste?  Was 
it  that  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  were  to  be  indulg- 
ed? Did  they  wish  to  gratify  resentment  against 
the  sub-treasury,  as  if  it  were  some  living  enemy?  If 
gentlemen  were  capable  of  acting  from  mere  feel- 
ing, they  had  had  an  opportunity  presented  to  them 
yesterday,  when  he  had  offered  a resolution  to  ex- 
clude the  bank  at  Philadelphia  from  receiving  any 
portion  of  the  public  deposites.  But  no;  they  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  adopt  a resolution  to  keep  out 
of  the  confidence  of  the  treasury  this  pre-eminent 
culprit.  No;  they  could  indulge  no  feeling;  it  would 
not  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  senate  Buthow 
did  they  act  now?  Was  there  no  feeling?  None  against 
the  subtreasury,  an  inanimate  thing?  Did  they  not 
seem  to  say  to  it.  we  have  got  you  in  our  hands  now, 
and  we  will  strangle  you  without  mercy?  Were 
these  the  bank  sentiments?  If  they  did  not  act  from 
resentment,  why  this  haste?  Why  not  let  the  sub- 
treasury stand  till  they  had  something  to  put  in  its 
place?  In  which  part  of  the  union  was  it  not  work- 
ing well?  working  according  to  the  wishes  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people?  Were  was  the  petition,  where 
the  memorial,  where  was  the  public  resolution, 
asking  for  its  demolition’  There  was  not  one;  no, 
not  one.  The  clamor  all  came  from  two  descriptions 
of  individuals.  First,  the  politicians,  who  wished 
to  obtain  a poor  triumph,  by  tearing  down  and 
stamping  to  pieces  the  work  of  their  opponents. — 
And  who  else?  The  millionary  plunderers,  who 
wanted  to  borrow  the  public  money,  without  giving 
that  security  for  it  which  John  Jocob  Astor  or 
Stephen  Girard  would  have  demanded.  Having 
devoured  thirty-five  millions  of  the  money  of  the 
people,  which,  had  not  general  Jackson  saved  it, 
would  have  been  so  many  millions  of  the  money  of 
the  government,  they  were  still  not  satisfied.  Yes; 
president  Jackson  liad  rescued,  had  saved  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States  twenty-lour  millions  o(  dollars,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  lost  in  the  Philadelphia  bank. 
Had  he  not  removed  the  deposites,  the  public 
would  have  been  plucked  to  that  amount.  Yes;  the 
public— the  people — which,  in  (he  language  of  that 
institution,  was  “the  goose  which  was  to  be  pluck- 
ed!” This  clamor  against  the  sub  treasury  came 
not  from  the  farmers  of  the  country — not  hour  the 


mechanics  of  the  country — not  from  the  laborers, 
the  producers  of.  the  country.  No;  but  from  the 
millionary  plunderers,  who  longed  for  yet  larger 
spoil. 

What  was  the  argument  for  the  proposed  repeal? 
It  w'as  this;  “We  have  the  power,  and  we  will  do 
it.”  That  was  the  argument.  “We  will  sit  here, 
under  the  scorching  rays  of  a solstical  sun,  till  we 
see  it  done.  There  shall  be  no  adjournment;  there 
shall  be  no  going  out  for  respiration;  gentlemen 
shall  not  go  out  to  get  their  dinner;  we  will  sit  here 
till  it  is  done.”  Gentlemen  said  that  the  fate  of 
the  sub-treasury  had  been  decided  by  the  result  of 
the  late  presidential  election.  The  people  had  de- 
creed its  downfall.  But  on  this  point  he  had  a ques- 
tion to  ask.  Suppose,  instead  of  the  candidate  elect- 
ed at  Harrisburg,  a different  individual  had  been 
chosen  to  run  again3t  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and,  through 
want  of  popularity,  he  had  obtained  but  three  or 
four  states,  what  would  these  same  gentlemen  con- 
sider as  the  decision  of  the  people  in  that  case?  By 
parity  of  reasoning,  he  supposed  that  then  the  peo- 
ple would  have  been  held  as  all  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
treasury scheme.  But  both  conclusions  would  have 
been  equally  false.  The  fact  was,  that  there  was 
no  one  issue  on  which  alone  the  election  turned, 
and  there  was  nothing  on  which  to  found  the  con- 
clusion that  the  people  had  decided  that  the  sub- 
treasury  must  be  repealed.  All  Mr.  B.  asked,  how- 
ever, was,  that  gentlemen  would  let  it  stand  till 
they  had  provided  a substitute.  It  was  sufficiently 
evident  what  they  were  aiming  at.  When  they  had 
got  down  the  sub-treasury,  they  would  set  up 
another  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  some  fiscality 
such  as  might  have  its  habitation  wherever  con- 
gress exercised  its  exclusive  jurisdiction — a fiscality 
that  might  be  set  up  in  navy  yards,  in  forts,  in  dock 
yards,  and  in  powder  magazines. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  he  had  now  made,  in  order  that 
he  might  leave  upon  the  journal  the  most  authentic 
recorded  evidence  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  proposed 
measure. 

The  question  being  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Young  said  that  if  this  bill  was  to  be  passed, 
as  he  supposed  it  shortly  would  be,  it  mii3t,  from  its 
nature,  go  immediately  into  effect.  What  would 
be  the  consequence?  Every  receiver  general  would 
eo  instanti  become  functus  officio.  AVhat  then  would 
become  of  those  officers?  In  what  light  were  they 
to  be  viewed?  They  were  salaried  officers,  and 
when  were  their  salaries  to  cease?  From  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  the  act?  Or,  at  some  other  time? 
It  was  said,  indeed,  that  we  were  shortly  to  have  a 
substitute  for  the  sub  treasury,  but  that  he  held  to 
be  impossible,  even  admitting  that  the  senuteshould, 
in  a few  days,  agree  to  charier  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  other  house  should  concur. — 
Could  the  bank  go  into  operation  in  a few  days? 
Must  not  its  stock  be  subscribed  and  paid  in?  Must 
not  the  plates  for  its  notes  be  engraved,  and  its 
notes  printed  and  signed?  Use  what  expedition  they 
would,  a chasm  of  weeks  must  intervene.  Would 
it  not  be  more  prudent  in  the  mean  while  to  leave 
the  present  system  standing  rather  than  to  throw  the 
country  on  a wide  ocean  without  a compass  or 
chart?  Could  any  man  tell  what  banks  would  be 
needed,  what  currency  we  were  to  have,  who  was 
to  receive  and  keep  the  revenue  in  the  mean  while? 
On  all  these  questions  difficulties  would  arise.  Why 
not  aviod  them  by  postponing  the  repeal  till  provi- 
sion was  made  to  meet  them? 

Mr.  Benton  now  expressed  his  wish  to  amend  the 
resolution  he  had  sent  to  the  chair,  and  on  that  re- 
quest a question  of  order  arose,  which  was  argued 
by  Messrs.  King,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Bayard,  Ben- 
ton, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  which  resulted  in  the  with- 
drawing of  the  order  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
Mr.  Benton’s  changing  his  motion  to  postpone  the 
bill  into  a motion  to  recommit  it,  with  instructions 
as  follows: 

“That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
on  finance  with  instructions  to  report,  in  connexion, 
a substitute  for  the  independent  treasury.” 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed; which,  being  ordered  and  taken, resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulton.  King,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

So  Mr.  Benton’s  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McRoberts,  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  the  following  instructions: 


“1st.  Some  guards  for  the  security  and  safety  of 
that  portion  of  the  public  money  which  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  depositaries  of  the  public  money  from 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act  until  a knowledge 
of  its  passage  shall  be  received  by  said  several  de- 
positaries. 

“2d.  That  said  committee  insert  a provision  pro- 
viding some  future  day  that  said  act  shall  take  ef- 
fect, giving  to  the  treasury  department  ample  time 
to  take  other  bonds  conformable  to  the  state  of 
things  produced  by  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  July  4, 
1840,  from  all  depositaries  and  receivers  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys.” 

The  mover  then  proceeded  to  explain  and  com- 
ment on  these  instructions.  The  first  proposition 
was  to  send  the  bill  back  to  the  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  public 
money  during  the  interval  between  the  passage  of 
the  law  and  its  passage  being  known  at  the  various 
depositaries  where  the  money  was  received.  It  re- 
quired no  discussion  to  satisfy  the  senate  that  the 
moment  the  bill  passed  every  receiving  officer  was 
ipso  facto  out  of  office.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
revenues  would  still  continue  to  come  into  their 
hands,  until  that  fact  came  to  their  knowledge, 
which,  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country,  could 
not  happen  for  some  weeks.  During  this  ir.teival, 
the  government  had  no  security  for  this  money, 
save  the  provision  contained  in  the  second  section 
of  the  bill.  At  N.  Orleans  and  St.  Louis  this  interval 
might  extend  to  twenty  days;  but  say  it  should  be 
but  ten  days,  what  a vast  sum  of  money  would, 
within  that  time,  be  received  without  the  least  se- 
curity for  the  repayment  of  a single  dollar.  To 
meet  this  deficiency  there  was  no  provision  in  the 
bill.  The  payment  must,  by  law,  still  go  on,  and 
the  receiving  officers  must  continue  to  take  the 
money.  But  all  gentlemen  familiar  with  legal  de- 
cisions very  well  knew  that  the  courts  had  decided 
that  the  repeal  of  a law  under  which  a public  of- 
ficer held  his  place  did  at  once  put  an  end  to  his 
responsibility,  unless  the  repealing  act  contained  a 
saving  clause  to  prevent  such  a result. 

But  there  was  another  objection  to  the  bill  in  its 
present  shape,  which  it  seemed  to  him  must  have 
been  overlooked  by  the  committee,  but  which  went 
to  the  very  foundation  of  the  bill.  The  8th  section 
of  the  sub-treasury  law  required  that  the  receivers 
of  public  money  should  give  bond  and  security,  the 
nature  of  which  the  law  prescribed.  As  the  law 
prescribed  new  duties,  new  bonds  must  be  entered 
into;  and  it  was  within  Mr.  McR’s  personal  know- 
ledge that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  requir- 
ed from  the  receivers  of  the  land  offices  new  bonds 
entirely  different  from  those  which  had  been  requir- 
ed by  the  land  laws.  But  here  came  a general  re- 
peal of  the  sub-treasury  law,  which  at  once  put 
these  men  out  of  office.  Would  it  not  at  the  same 
time  put  an  end  to  their  official  bond?  The  law  had 
imposed  criminal  liabilities  on  these  officers,  but 
the  moment  it  was  repealed  they  might  walk  oft 
like  Swartwout  with  the  money  in  their  pockets. — 
Surely  before  the  senate  consented  to  the  repeal, 
they  ought  to  institute  the  closest  scrutiny  on  this 
point.  Ought  not  the  bill  to  be  postponed  until 
time  should  be  allowed  to  provide  new  bonds  in 
conformity  with  the  new  state  of  things?  Mr.  McR. 
was  very  sure  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  ne- 
ver been  consulted  on  that  point,  for  he  never  could 
have  consented  to  so  rash  and  precipitate  an  arrange- 
ment. It  might  possibly  be  that  the  present  bonds 
were  sufficient,  but  surely  his  sureties  were  not  lia- 
ble after  the  law  was  repealed,  until  new  security 
should  be  given.  Questions  growing  out  of  the 
form  and  nature  of  those  bonds  were  every  year 
coming  up  before  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  and 
large  losses  were  sustained  by  the  government. — 
He  desired  that  this  matter  should  be  properly  re- 
gulated by  the  bill.  Should  it  be  recommitted  to 
the  finance  committee,  they  could  report  by  to- 
morrow, and  thus  obviate  the  difficulty.  If  some 
further  provision  were  not  made,  Mr.  McR.  in  his 
place,  affirmed  that  every  dollar  received  after  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  before  its  passage  wa3 
known,  would  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers 
without  any  security  whatever. 

Mr.  Calhoun  appealed  to  the  friends  of  the  bill 
whether  they  couid  still  insist  upon  its  passage  in 
the  face  of  such  statements  as  these? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  should  not  discuss  the  poinl. — 
There  was  no  earthly  necessity  for  any  such  provi- 
sion, and  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  the  objection. 

The  question  being  now  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McRoberts,  it  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Fulton,  King,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Se- 
vier, Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
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Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge— 28. 

The  question  was  now  called  for,  and  about  to 
be  put,  when 

Mr.  Wright  rose  to  address  the  senate.  He  said 
he  had  not  been  disappointed,  after  witnessing  the 
course  pursued  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
that  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  the  entire 
debate  on  their  side  of  the  house.  He  considered 
it  fortunate,  because  they  should  now  be  beaten  by 
numbers  if  not  by  argument.  Mr.  W.  was  aware 
that  power  was  usually  more  vigorous  to  execute 
than  to  reason,  and  a wise  judge  had  advised  it  to 
decide  without  reason.  This  might  or  might  not 
be  the  conduct  of  their  opponents  here,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  They  might  possibly  have  reasons 
enough  to  give,  though  they  did  not  choose  to  give 
them.  They  showed  at  all  events  an  abundant  dis- 
position to  act.  Still,  painful  as  it  might  be  to 
others,  and  as  it  certainly  was  to  him,  he  could  not 
discharge  his  duty  without  throwing  himself  before 
the  senate  before  the  final  question  should  be  taken 
on  the  bill.  He  was  aware  that  it  was  a subject 
with  which  the  senate  were  well  acquainted,  and  in 
regard  to  which  the  country  was  also  supposed  to  be 
well  informed.  Still  there  were  many  things  which 
it  was  proper  and  necessary  to  state  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  country,  if  not  for  that  of  his  highly 
respected  opponents,  the  advocates  of  this  bill.  It 
was  very  painful  to  him  to  detain  the  senate  on  this 
occasion,  because  he  well  knew  the  impatience  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  was  fully  aware 
that  they  had  determined  on  their  course,  and  re- 
solved to  make  no  reply. 

Mr.  Clay.  Proceed,  sir,  we  will  listen  to  you 
with  patience. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  that  he  expected  no  less  from 
the  gentleman’s  courtesy.  He  then  proceeded  to 
observe  that  the  argume.ntof  the  senator  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodbury ] had  saved  to  him  near- 
ly all  the  time  which  the  honorable  senator  had 
consumed  in  the  delivery  of  his  remarks.  He  had 
anticipated  much  which  Mr.  W.*  had  intended  to 
say,  and  he  should  repeat  as  little  as  may  be  of  the 
remarks  so  ably  made  by  him. 

He  should  start  with  the  metaphor  which  had 
been  employed  by  the  honorable  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Clay'].  That  gentleman  had  assumed 
in  the  outset  of  his  remarks  that  it  was  proper  for 
the  senate  to  adopt  the  course  of  a wise  architect, 
who  pulled  down  an  old  building  and  removed  its 
rubbish  out  of  the  way  before  he  proceeded  to  the 
erection  of  a new  edifiee.  ~ Mr.  W.  admitted  that 
this  course  was  some  times  necessary,  but  asked 
how  far  such  necessity  could  be  supposed  to  grow 
out  of  the  present  state  of  the  question.  He  ap- 
pealed to  that  honorable  senator  to  say  what  he 
should  think  if  he  saw  the  head  of  a family  proceed 
to  pull  down  an  old  house  in  which  he  lived,  and 
place  his  family  on  the  side-walk  which  ran  in  front 
of  it,  while  the  timber  for  his  new  building  was  yet 
growing  in  the  forest,  while  the  bricks  of  which 
its  walls  were  to  be  composed  were  neither  burnt 
nor  shaped,  but  lay  yet  in  the  bank  of  earth,  and 
while  the  money  which  was  to  pay  for  the  building 
had  yet  to  be  earned  or  else  to  be  borrowed  where- 
ver it  could  be  obtained.  Would  the  honorable  se- 
nator consider  this  as  a wise  procedure?  Would 
such  a man  tell  his  family  that  he  preferred  to  do 
this,  as  the  only  w’ay  of  bringing  conviction  to 
their  minds  that  they  wanted  a new  house?  If  that 
was  his  reason,  if  he  knew  that  they  never  could  be 
brought  to  that  opinion  till  their  old  house  was 
knocked  down,  and  the  alternative  lay  between  a 
new  house  and  none  at  all,  then  Mr.  W.  could  see 
a reason  for  the  course.  But  supposing  he  should 
tell  them  that  his  new  house  was  not  to  stand  upon 
the  old  foundation,  but  was  to  be  erected  in  another 
place,  might  they  not  reasonably  ask,  why,  then, 
did  you  pull  down  the  old  house  before  you  had 
provided  for  us  another  dwelling?  Just  so  in  the 
present  case.  The  gentlemen  told  the  senate  that 
their  new  building  was  not  to  stand  on  the  founda- 
tion of  the  old.  Be  it  so.  Every  body  knew  (hat 
the  old  house  called  the  independent  treasury  rest- 
ed on  the  broad  basis  of  the  constitution.  Its  walls 
were  deep  and  strong,  and  their  resting-place  was 
sure;  but  the  new  building  was  to  be  put  up  on  the 
marshes  of  that  sacred  instrument.  They  were  to 
rest  on  questionable  ground,  at  least,  and  not,  like 
the  sub-treasury,  upon  that  solid  and  unshaken 
rock,  concerning  whose  solidity  no  man  held,  or 
pretended  to  hold,  a doubt.  The  necessity,  there- 
fore, supposed  by  the  senator  did  not  exist.  The 
old  building  was  not  in  the  way,  and  therefore  first 
need  not  be  removed  out  of  the  way.  The  new  edi- 
fice might,  indeed,  be  more  splendid  in  its  architec- 
ture, more  glitteiing  and  showy  in  its  appearance; 


let,  however,  the  old  house  still  stand,  useless 
though  it  might  be,  and  untenuated,  as  was  the 
practice  of  some  of  our  enterprising  brethren  in  the 
west,  who,  when  their  increasing  means  enabled 
them  to  erect  a more  costly  mansion,  were  wont 
to  leave  the  old  log  cabin  still  standing  near  as  a 
momento  of  their  humbler  circumstances.  Let  gen- 
tlemen follow  the  same  course  towards  this  sub- 
treasury; let  it  remain  as  a monument  of  times  of 
less  splendor  and  luxury.  It  could  do  no  harm,  and 
it  was  only  the  annoyance  which  the  old  building 
might  present  to  the  eye  which  required  that  it 
should  be  taken  down  before  the  form  or  even  the 
location  of  the  new  building  was  agreed  upon. 

As  it  was  impossible  that  the  country  should  go 
on  without  some  substitute,  Mr.  W.  should  assume 
that  a substitute  would  be  provided,  and  that  it 
would  be  one  in  correspondence  with  the  senator’s 
avowed  wish — that  was,  a bank  of  the  U.  States  in 
some  form  or  other,  located  he  cared  not  where. — 
This  substitute,  be  its  details  what  they  might, 
must  possess,  a3  none  could  deny,  at  least  these 
two  distinctive  properties:  first,  the  right  and  duty 
of  collecting,  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public 
money;  and,  secondly,  of  supplying  a paper  curren- 
cy, which  should  by  law  be  receivable  at  the  trea- 
sury. If  the  new  institution  was  to  possess  these 
two  qualities,  it  was  immaterial  to  Mr.  W’s  argu- 
ment what  might  be  its  other  attributes. 

Another  reason  given  for  the  instant  repeal  of 
the  independent  treasury  was  stated  to  be  the  will 
of  the  American  people.  Gentlemen  affirmed  that 
the  popular  voice  had  ordered  this  to  be  done,  and 
that  iq  resisting  the  measure  its  opponents  were  re- 
sisting the  mandate  of  the  people.  Was  this  so? — 
Mr.  W.  did  not  stand  there  to  say  that  it  was  not. 
If  it  were  so,  was  it  not  as  truly  so  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  substitute?  What  was  the  history  of  pub- 
lic opinion  on  that  subject?  And  what  were  the 
decisions  of  public  sentiment,  so  far  as  these  could 
be  gathered  from  the  result  of  popular  elections? — 
The  last  of  these  elections  was  insisted  on  by  gen- 
tlemen as  expressing  a decision  of  the  people 
against  the  independent  treasury.  It  might  be  so; 
but  Mr.  W.  would  take  this  occasion  to  say  that 
it  might  as  well  be  argued,  and  with  better  evi- 
dence, that  the  decision  of  the  people  by  the  last 
election  had  required  from  the  respected  indivi- 
dual whom  the  act  of  the  people  had  placed  in 
the  splendid  mansion  at  the  other  end  of  the  ave- 
nue, that  he  should  abandon  that  dwelling  as  too 
costly  and  magnificent,  and  erect  for  himself  a cabin 
of  logs,  such  as  might  now  be  seen  standing  in  some 
of  the  streets;  that  he  should  put  out  of  his  posses- 
sion that  rich  and  glittering  furniture  of  his  table, 
and  procure  for  himself  horn  spoons  and  wooden 
plates.  Would  any  man  stand  up  and  say  that  this 
had  been  the  decision  of  the  American  people? — 
Mr.  W.  might  apply  the  argument  to  a thousand 
other  absurd  and  ridiculous  things  which  had  been 
agitated  duiing  that  election,  and  call  them,  too, 
the  decisions  of  the  people.  And  he  would  have 
more  proof  to  support  him  than  they  had  who  af- 
fected to  consider  the  result  of  that  election  as  a 
decision  of  the  nation  against  an  independent  trea- 
sury, and  in  favor  of  a national  bank.  In  the 
course  of  that  election  Mr.  W.  had,  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  traversed  a large  part  of  his  own 
state,  during  which  progress  he  had  frequently 
addressed  large  assemblages  of  people,  and  he  did 
not  remember  a single  occasion  when  he  had  not 
endeavored  to  convince  his  audience  that  the  po- 
licy of  the  party  opposed  to  him  would  certainly 
be  the  establishment  of  a national  bank.  Nor 
had  he  done  this  in  a single  instance  when  intelli- 
gent and  worthy  whigs  had  not  afterw'ards  private- 
ly assured  him  that  in  that  view  he  was  entirely 
mistaken,  and  did  not  know  what  were  the  real 
purposes  of  the  party  he  was  opposing.  They  af- 
firmed in  the  strongest  and  most  decisive  terms 
that  a national  bank  was  not  to  be  one  of  their  par- 
ty measures.  As  these  gentlemen  have  given  him 
credit  for  sincerity  in  the  ground  he  had  taken,  so 
he  reciprocated  the  belief  that  they  were  equally 
sincere  in  their  opinion.  A short  time  had  been 
sufficient  to  prove  which  of  the  two  was  mistaken. 
He  was  willing,  however,  to  assume  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  last  election  had  been  a decision  of  the 
people  against  the  independent  treasury,  but  he 
asked  what  had  been  their  decision  in  relation  to  a 
national  bank?  The  question  had  been  more  than 
once  tried.  But  he  referred  gentlemen  to  the  de- 
cision given  in  1832.  Had  there  ever  been  a po- 
pular issue  more  clearly  and  distinctly  tried,  and 
had  the  friends  of  a bank  dared  to  put  it  forth  as  a 
party  measure  from  that  day  to  this?  He  knew 
that  now  and  then  isolated  individuals  had  openly 
declared  their  preference  for  such  a measure,  but 
the  party,  as  a party,  had  forborne  to  present  it  be- 
fore the  public  eye,  and  had  avowed  that  before 
doing  so,  they  should  wait  till  the  popular  opinion 


had  had  time  to  change.  How  had  it  been  in  re- 
gard to  the  state  bank  system?  That  question  had 
never  been  submitted  to  the  people.  But  the  fai- 
lure of  the  banks  in  1837  rendering  some  legisla- 
tive action  indispensable,  the  issue  had  been  made 
up  between  a sub-treasury  and  a national  bank, 
and  the  people  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  former, 
and  against  the  latter. 

And  how  had  parties  stood  since  in  reference  to 
the  bank?  The  friends  of  that  institution  had  been 
few  indeed,  whether  in  the  halls  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress  or  throughout  the  several  states.  Then, 
as  the  president  in  his  message  had  truly  and  man- 
fully said,  all  three  of  the  great  fiscal  systems  of 
the  country  had  been  condemned  by  the  people; 
and,  if  so,  could  it  be  said  that  the  necessity  was 
laid  upon  the  senate,  in  obedience  to  the  popular 
voice,  to  sweep  away  one  of  these  systems,  and  to 
put  in  its  place  one  or  other  of  those  remaining, 
each  of  which  had  been  equally  repudiated  and 
condemned?  But  no.  He  ought  not  to  have  said 
equally  repudiated  and  condemned,  for  that  was  not 
the  case.  The  country  had  been  during  forty  years 
underabankof  the  United  States.  Of  this  period 
the  first  twenty  years  expired  in  1811,  when  the 
people  pronounced  their  verdict  against  the  propri- 
ety of  extending  its  charter.  In  1832,  four  years 
before  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  second 
bank,  that  mammoth  came  to  congress  and  demand- 
ed a renewal.  Congress  voted  to  allow  it.  The 
president  put  his  veto  on  the  decision,  and  on  that 
veto  the  question  went  down  to  the  people,  and  was 
by  them  distinctly  adjudged  against  the  bank.  Nor 
had  Mr.  W.  until  last  November,  ever  heard  that 
the  party  in  favor  of  the  bank  ever  ventured  to 
throw  it  forward  at  an  election.  Under  this  state 
of  circumstances,  it  would  surely  seem  that  there 
existed  no  imperious  necessity  to  destroy  the  sub- 
treasury  in  order  to  make  room  for  a bank.  If  the 
ground  was  not  wanted  for  the  erection  of  a new 
building,  where  was  (he  necessity  for  such  violent 
haste  in  knocking  away  the  former  structure? 

But  destroyed  it  was  to  be,  although,  as  an  expe- 
riment, it  was  almost  untried,  having  been  adopted 
but  eleven  months  ago.  What  were  its  prominent 
features,  and  what  its  tendencies  in  reference  to 
the  great  questions  nowin  agitation  in  the  country, 
when  compared  with  those  of  its  substitute,  a na- 
tional bank?  What  sort  of  currency  was  that  which 
the  independent  treasury  law  now  provided,  or 
would,  when  its  action  should  be  perfected,  provide 
for  the  country?  It  was  a currency  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, the  only  currency  known  to  the  constitution; 
a currency  of  inherent,  intrinsic  value;  a currency 
not  exposed  to  contraction  or  expansion  at  the  will 
of  any  private  association  of  men;  a currency  whose 
value  did  not  suffer  rise  or  depreciation,  but  by  the 
fixed  and  general  laws  of  trade;  a currency  which 
was  the  standard  of  value  for  the  world,  and  which 
was  governed  only  by  those  laws  which  govern  the 
trade  of  the  world.  What  currency,  on  the  other 
hand,  would  a bank  of  the  United  States  establish? 
A currency  of  paper,  the  manufacture  of  the  bank 
itself;  a currency  which  it  could  manufacture  at 
pleasure;  a currency  of  no  intrinsic  value  whatever; 
a currency  which  never  was  the  representative  of 
money;  a currency  susceptible  of  rise  and  depres- 
sion, ofexpansion  and  contraction,  at  the  pleasure 
of  government,  and  according  to  the  interests  of  the 
stockholders;  a currency  not  subject  to  the  laws  of 
trade  alone,  but  to  the  interests  and  caprices  of  all 
who  were  concerned  in  issuing  it.  Which  of  these 
two  descriptions  of  currency  ought  congress,  setting 
aside  the  question  of  constitutional  power  and  duty, 
to  prefer,  as  promoting  the  permanent  interests  ol  a 
great  and  growing  country?  The  currency  intro- 
duced by  the  independent  treasury  was  as  stable  and 
unchangeable  as  the  national  standard  of  weights 
and  measures.  The  power  to  establish  it  w’as  given 
in  the  same  clause  ol  the  constitution  which  gave 
to  congress  the  power  to  establish  a uniform  stan- 
dard of  weights  and  measures.  The  one  was  as 
equal,  as  stable,  and  as  uniform  as  the  other.  It 
rested  on  the  arm  of  government  alone,  and  not  upon 
the  fluctuating  interests  of  a set  of  private  stock- 
holders. 

Another  great  interest  of  the  country  was  inci- 
dentally affected  by  the  question  now  before  the 
senate.  He  referred  to  that  of  a public  debt.  This 
was  a matter  which  in  their  talk  here  and  elsewhere 
they  were  all  wont  to  eschew  as  one  of  the  greatest 
national  evils,  and  a thing  ever  to  be  avoided,  if  to 
avoid  it  was  possible.  Now,  what  were  all  the  na- 
tural tendencies  of  the  independent  treasury  sys- 
tem? What  must  they  of  necessity  be  in  reference 
to  the  contraction  of  a permanent  nation  debt? — 
They  must  from  necessity  be  against  such  a mea- 
sure. The  public  officers  connected  with  such  an 
institution  had  no  possible  inteiest  in  the  existence 
of  a public  debt.  If  large,  it  would  become  un- 
wieldy in  its  management,  and  none  of  their  trans- 
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actions  were  such  as  to  render  it  desirable.  How 
was  it  in  reference  to  the  people?  It  must  fall  upon 
them  in  an  increased  burden.  There  was  nothing 
to  favor  such  a debt,  and  every  thing  repugnant  to 
its  creation  and  continuance.  But  how  did  this 
question  stand  in  regard  to  a national  bank?  There 
was  no  one  thing  that  the  nation  could  do  which 
was  so  essential  to  the  existence,  the  profits,  the 
security,  and  the  control  of  such  a bank  as  the  con- 
traction of  a national  debt.  Through  the  creation 
of  such  a debt,  in  Mr.  W’s  opinion,  and  through  it 
alone,  could  a national  bank  be  sustained  for  any 
considerable  time  in  this  country.  When  the  bank 
became  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  and  the 
government  owed  a great  foreign  debt,  the  bank 
could  not  be  shaken  off  by  it.  Public  stock  was 
indispensable  to  the  bank  as  a means  of  foreign  re- 
mittance, and  it  returned  from  necessity  in  the 
precious  metals.  The  paper  of  the  bank  could  not 
go  out  of  the  country,  but  the  paper  of  the  govern- 
ment could  and  would.  Through  such  a debt  a 
national  bank  was  able  to  control  the  national  cre- 
dit, and  through  the  national  credit  it  was  able  to 
control  the  government  itself.  Every  impulse  of 
such  an  institution  favored  the  creation  and  conti- 
nuance of  a large  and  permanent  public  debt. 

Again,  the  independent  treasury — and  this  Mr. 
W.  considered  as  one  of  its  highest  merits — was 
directly  opposed  to  all  excessive  taxation  in  any 
form.  Any  accumulation  of  taxes  beyond  the  wants 
of  the  government  wa3  an  abuse  of  trust:  it  injured 
the  community,  and  the  injury  would  be  promptly 
felt  and  redressed.  There  never  could  be  any  dan- 
ger of  surplus  revenue  under  such  an  institution. 
On  the  contrary,  its  existence  was  one  of  the  most 
powerful  checks  wtiich  could  be  conceived  to  all 
such  accumulations.  But  how  was  it  with  a bank? 
The  bank  was  the  government’s  depository  and 
agent,  and  the  only  compensation  for  its  services  as 
such  was  the  use  of  the  government  money.  A 
surplus  revenue  was,  therefore,  among  the  very 
first  ol  its  desires.  Every  dollar  of  such  a surplus 
was  a permanent  deposite,  and  went  to  sustain  a 
permanent  banking  institution.  This  must  of  course 
be  its  natural  tendency.  The  head  of  such  an  in- 
stitution knew  full  as  well  as  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  when  there  was  to  be  a surplus  of  revenue 
in  his  hands.  It  was  his  constant  endeavor  to  make 
capital  lor  the  bank  with  the  money  of  the  people 
and  lor  such  uses  as  had  lately  been  disclosed  to 
the  public  view;  not  for  the  fair  purposes  of  trade 
and  commerce,  but  for  those  of  mad  speculation, 
for  controlling  state  legislation,  if  not  congressional 
legislation;  tor  wielding  the  press  and  corrupting 
the  ballot  box.  Would  gentlemen  take  money 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  an  institution  like  this?  Mr.  W.  would 
not  say  that  such  would  be  ttie  course  of  a bank  if 
now  created,  but  history  told  him  that  such  had 
been  the  course  of  other  banks,  and  reason  declar- 
ed that  such  were  the  native  tendencies  of  every 
great  national  banking  institution. 

Further.  The  independent  treasury  system  had 
been  and  was  from  nature  and  necessity,  a regulator 
ol  credit  and  a restraint  upon  its  excess.  Using  no 
credit  itself— contenting  itself  with  holding  out  to 
the  banker,  the  merchant,  the  broker,  the  business 
man  of  every  description,  a true  and  stable  standard 
of  value — it  stood  in  the  community  as  a gauger  and 
weigher,  bringing  all  commodities  to  their  true 
standaul  of  value,  as  the  gauger  to  their  true  stan- 
dard ot  quantity.  Now,  what  was  the  tendency  of 
a national  bank  in  this  important  matter?  And 
here  Mr.  W.  was  fully  aware  that  he  had  to  meet 
the  great  talent  of  his  formidable  and  respected  op- 
ponents. One  of  their  favorite  arguments  in  favor 
of  a bank  of  the  United  States  was,  that  it  operated 
as  a regulator  of  the  currency.  And  here  he  would 
say  that  the  independent  treasury  not  only  exerted 
a strong  influence  in  regulating  all  banks  and  bu- 
siness men,  but  that  influence  was  exerted  upon  the 
states,  as  such,  and  upon  the  union  itself.  But 
how  was  it  with  a national  bank?  He  admitted  that, 
like  the  lion,  in  small  transactions  it  took  the  lion’s 
share — it  restrained  institutions  whose  credit  was 
but  weak  or  who  had  no  credit  at  all,  in  order  that 
its  own  profits  might  be  the  greater.  But  all  this 
was  a small  matter.  In  the  great  ebbs  and  flows  ol 
trade  and  commerce,  where  stood  the  bank?  As  a 
regulator?  No;  but  as  the  great  leader  and  promoter 
in  all  those  revulsions  of  the  commercial  world. 
With  iron  hand,  it  stood  like  some  mighty  giant, 
and  rejoiced  in  the  confusion,  because  it  felt  the 
consciousness  that  it  could  itself  survive  the  wreck 
and  ruin  of  all  around  it.  Thus  it  reared  its  front 
in  the  van,  and  wtiat  was  lelt  in  its  trail  and  in  its 
track?  Desolation  and  destruction — the  total  ruin 
of  banks  and  merchants,  great  and  small.  As  long 
as  it  heid  the  government  credit,  it  could  perpetrate 
all  this  in  safety;  but,  when  stripped  of  this  support, 
it  still  fondly  imagined  that  it  could  go  1'orth  as  of 


old,  like  Samson  before  his  locks  were  shorn;  but, 
on  making  the  experiment,  it  felt  like  him,  eyeless 
and  a prisoner,  into  the  hands  of  its  enemies,  to 
make  them  sport  by  the  convulsive  throes  of  its  ex- 
piring agony.  The  characteristics  which  he  had 
pointed  out  were  not  mere  incidents,  the  effect  of 
times  and  circumstances.  They  were  intrinsic,  and 
their  cause  was  to  be  found  in  the  very  nature  of  a 
moneyed  corporation. 

[Mr.  Sevier  here  interposed,  and,  observing  that 
the  sitting  had  been  prolonged,  while  the  whether 
was  oppressive  in  its  heat,  professed  himself  ready 
to  relieve  the  exhaustion  of  his  triend  from  N.  York 
by  moving  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Olay  said  he  hoped  the  senate  would  not  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Sevier  waived  hi3  motion,  and  Mr.  Wright 
proceeded.] 

The  country  had  had  long  experience  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  regulating  power  of  a national  banking  in- 
stitution had  been  effectually  tried,  and  had  the  bu- 
siness world  been  free  from  expansions  and  con- 
tractions? Had  there  been  no  reckless  speculation 
on  the  one  hand,  buoying  men  up  with  unfounded 
hope,  and  no  consequent  depression  on  the  other, 
sinking  them  in  embarrassment  and  distress?  Let 
gentlemen  look  at  1819,  at  1825,  at  183-1.  Was  not 
the  country,  in  each  of  these  periods,  under  the  full 
restraining  influence  of  the  so  highly  vaunted  na- 
tional regulator?  And,  if  such  had  been  the  past, 
could  gentlemen  hope  better  for  the  future?  Could 
they  expect  any  other  consequence  from  a system 
in  which  such  tendencies  were  inherent,  growing 
out  of  its  very  nature? 

And  what  was  the  system  now  to  be  repealed?  A 
system  which  supplied  to  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try a currency  of  intrinsic  and  uniform  value — sub- 
ject to  no  other  fluctuation  than  such  as  was  incident 
to  the  trade  of  the  world;  a touchstone  by  which 
the  business  of  every  man  in  the  nation  was  tried 
and  must  be  governed.  Whereas  the  paper  of  a 
bank  had  no  intrinsic  value,  and  was  subject  to  all 
manner  of  fluctuations  at  the  will  of  its  maker.  A 
currency  whose  only  stability  consisted  in  the  stock 
of  public  confidence  which  it  could  accumulate 
around  it,  and  which  was  as  liable  to  be  affected  by 
panic,  by  passion,  and  by  prejudice  as  by  causes 
more  stable  and  real.  Such  was  the  standard  which 
the  senate  was  called  upon  to  perfer,  while  it  threw 
away  that  which  had  inherent  value,  permanent 
uniformity,  and  had  been  prepared  by  the  fathers  of 
the  constitution  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  their 
country. 

Would  gentlemen  consent  to  destroy  at  a single 
blow  a system  promising  results  such  as  those  lie 
had  described,  and  possessing  tendencies  such  as  he 
had  demonstrated,  and  pledge  themselves  to  a sys- 
tem of  darkness  and  of  doubt,  or  exchange  it  for 
one  whose  evils  had  been  demonstrated  by  experi- 
ence and  were  publicly  known  to  the  whole  country? 
Would  gentlemen  abolish  a system  nowin  existence 
and  in  successful  operation  when  no  man  could  say 
that  even  such  a substitute  as  he  had  described  was 
within  the  reach  ot  their  attainment.  To  return  to 
where  he  began:  would  they  consent  to  tear  down 
the  old  house  for  a berth  upon  the  pavement?  To 
do  so  would,  in  his  judgment,  be  not  only  unneces- 
sary, but  most  unwise. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  presumed  that  the  minds  of  the 
majority  of  the  senate  were  made  up,  and  that  they 
would  vote  for  a national  bank;  but  he  meant  those 
gentlemen  no  disrespect  when  he  reminded  them 
that  there  was  a considerable  minority  both  here 
and  throughout  the  country  who  believed  such  a 
bank  to  be  unconstitutional,  and,  if  within  the  con- 
stitution dangerous  and  impolitic.  He  had  attempt- 
ed to  show  that  without  a very  high  degree  of  pub- 
lic confidence  such  an  institution  never  could  be 
safe  or  prosperous,  and  could  it  be  hoped  in  the 
present  state  of  this  country  that  a mere  paper 
charter  granted  by  congress  would  possess  a talis- 
manic  power  sufficient  to  draw  around  it  so  much 
of  the  public  trust  as  to  render  the  bank  a standard 
ol  value  and  a regulator  of  currency?  If  any  senator 
possessed  a faith  of  this  kind,  it  was  unknown  to 
him? 

But  they  were  told  that  a bank  was  recommend- 
ed as  that  great  healing  measure  which  was  to  re- 
lieve the  distresses  of  the  country,  to  elevate  the 
prices  of  property,  and  to  render  money  every  where 
current  and  plenty.  How  was  it  to  effect  all  this?  All 
men  agreed  that  there  was  in  the  country  a large 
excess  of  banks,  but  they  labored  under  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  unable  to  meet  their  indebtedness, 
and  they  had  in  consequence  lost  the  public  confi 
dence.  Was  congress  to  remedy  this  state  of  things 
by  adding  yet  another  great  bank  to  the  list?  Be- 
cause any  further  than  the  national  credit  was  em- 
bodied in  such  an  institution,  it  would  be  no  better 
than  the  lest.  But  supposing  the  experiment  to  be 
made,  what  must  be  its  practical  result?  Say  itshould 


start  with  a capital,  (which  he  believed  he  had 
heard  mentioned  here),  of  fifty  millions,  w'hat  roust 
be  the  first  step?  In  the  present  embarrassed  state 
of  the  local  banks,  the  government  aggregate  fifty 
millions  of  dollars  to  be  drawn  from  the  present  ca- 
pital of  the  country.  The  instant  effects  must  be  to 
double  the  existing  pressure,  to  compel  the  banks 
suddenly  to  curtail  their  discounts  and  their  issues 
by  withdrawing  large  amounts  from  their  balance 
of  deposites  in  order  to  take  up  the  new  stock. 
The  effect  must  be  to  bring  every  thing  to  a stand 
still.  And  for  how  long? 

How  long  did  gentlemen  think  it  would  require 
to  collect  filly  millions?  He  asked  the  question, 
because  he  presumed  that  no  gentleman  seriously 
cherished  so  wild  a purpose  as  to  put  the  bank  in 
operation  before  its  entire  capital  had  been  pud  in. 
That  project  had  been  tried  and  exploded.  The 
first  step,  therefore,  would  be  to  obtain  the  entire 
capital  of  the  bank  in  money.  But  here  he  might 
be  told  by  gentlemen  that  they  could  go  abroad, 
and  that  the  money  would  be  furnished  by  foreign- 
ers. This  might  be,  but  he  rather  thought  that  if 
they  waited  till  Englishmen  or  Frenchmen  parted 
with  their  money  for  the  stock  of  another  bank  of 
the  United  States,  they  would  have  to  wait  fora 
long  time.  This  was  no  imaginary  picture.  It 
could  not  fail  to  be  the  first  result  of  the  plan. 
There  was  no  man  at  all  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject who  did  not  know  that,  in  any  of  our  commer- 
cial or  trading  towns,  the  creation  of  a new  bank 
produced  an  immediate  pressure  on  all  the  banks  in 
the  vicinity.  A national  bank,  instead  of  affecting 
one  neighborhood,  would  cover  the  entire  nation 
with  this  very  state  of  things.  A national  bank  of 
fifty  millions  must  produce  a similar  depression  in 
the  issues  and  discounts  of  all  smaller  banks.  They 
would  all  draw  in  their  resources  to  the  utmost,  and 
then  all  would  start  at  once — all  would  invite  cus- 
tomers by  the  facility  of  discounts,  and  in  two 
years  the  country  would  be  brought  back  to  such  a 
state  of  things  as  existed  in  the  year  1819.  Indeed, 
he  wished  there  might  not  even  be  such  an  expan- 
sion as  took  place  in  the  years  1835  and  1836.  All 
these  banks,  great  and  small,  would  be  striving 
with  each  other,  and  contending  who  should  issue 
the  most  paper;  and  this  would  continue  until  the 
great  regulator  got  its  capital  out  and  its  circulation 
extended.  Then  would  coine  the  countermanding 
order,  its  money  would  silently  return,  and,  if  it 
leaned  upon  the  credit  of  the  nation,  it  might  pos- 
sibly stand  the  shock  by  which  all  else  would  be 
speedily  swept  away.  This  was  what  happened 
in  the  case  of  the  last  bank,  and  would  happen 
again.  The  last  two  administrations  had  suffered 
exceedingly  under  the  complaints  of  eternal  agita- 
tion in  our  financial  system.  One  plan  was  scarce- 
ly agreed  upon  until  it  gave  place  to  another;  one 
law  scarce  got  into  operation  till  a new  law  super- 
seded it.  That  was  the  complaint  then,  and  what 
was  proposed  now?  The  independent  treasury  law 
had  been  passed  on  the  1st  of  July,  1840.  It  was 
going  into  operation  without  any  particular  hard- 
ship; it  had  not  yet  reached  its  complete  effect,  and 
already  the  system  must  be  changed.  The’  law 
must  be  repealed,  and  we  must  come  back  to  the 
old  system,  the  first  which  had  been  tried,  and  the 
one  which  had  been  most  clearly  exploded  by  the 
people.  This  might  be  reform,  but  to  Mr.  W.  it 
seemed  very  much  like  reform  in  a circle.  Let 
gentlemen  look  back  from  1833  to  the  present  day. 
What  had  always  been  the  real  complaint  of  busi- 
ness men?  Had  not  their  language  always  been 
this:  give  us  any  thing,  but  let  us  not  be  harrassed 
by  this  perpetual  change?  We  will  conform  our- 
selves to  any  system  you  can  devise,  only  give  us 
time  to  understand  it  and  to  try  its  merits.  And 
yet  now,  before  the  last  plan  had  been  in  operation 
twelve  months,  we  must  go  back  to  1833,  and  start 
round  the  circle  again. 

One  word  more,  and  he  would  relieve  the  senate. 
So  much  had  already  been  said  on  the  point  he  was 
now  about  to  touch,  it  had  been  so  distinctly  and  so 
repeatedly  argued,  that,  but  for  an  imperious  sense 
ot  duty,  Mr.  W.  would  have  passed  it  over.  In 
what  condition  would  the  repeal  leave  one  portion 
of  the  public  money  the  instant  the  bill  should  be 
signed?  New  bonds  had  now  been  given  by  the 
receivers  general.  There  was  no  doubt  or  dispute 
that  the  instant  the  bill  was  annulled  their  offices 
would  drop,  and  they  would  become  private  citi- 
zens, discharged  at  once  of  all  official  responsibilty. 
At  New  York  they  were  receiving  large  sums, 
twenty,  thirty,  fitly  thousand  dollars  a day,  some 
days  vastly  more.  Now,  it  must  be  at  least  two  days 
before  notice  of  the  change  could  reach  the  recei- 
ver general;  and  how  would  it  find  him?  With 
perhaps  fitly  thousand,  perhaps  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  his  strong  box,  and  the  key  in  his 
pocket.  No  man  held  responsible  for  his  conduct, 
iiis  office  gone,  his  salary  gone.  If  he  was  an  ho- 


26G 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  26,  1841— CONGRESS. 


nest  man,  lie  might  have  the  money  in  his  strong 
box  till  the  secretary  should  send  for  it;  but  if  he 
desired  to  accomodate  himself  without  any  other 
liability  than  a civil  suit  for  money  had  and  receiv- 
ed, he  might  put  the  money  in  his  pocket  and  go 
Just  where  he  pleased.  So  at  Charleston,  so  at  St. 
Louis,  save  the  difference  between  the  accumula- 
tion of  ten  days  and  that  of  two  days.  It  had  in- 
deed been  suggested  that,  from  the  date  of  the  sign- 
ing of  the  law,  no  officer  who  paid  away  money  to 
such  receiver  was  relieved  of  his  liability,  because 
he  paid  it  against  law  to  one  not  authorised  to  re- 
ceive it.  And  this,  no  doubt,  was  technically  true. 
But  would  it  be  beneficial?  Would  it  not  be  like 
the  conduct  of  the  Roman  tyrant  who  stuck  up  his 
laws  on  a column  so  high  above  the  heads  of  the 
people  that  no  man  could  read  them,  and  then 
punished  every  one  who  was  guilty  of  an  infraction 
of  the  law? 

Such  would  be  the  condition  into  which  the  coun- 
try would  be  plunged  by  repealingat  this  time  the  sub- 
treasury law,  to  which  it  must  be  added  that  (he  pro- 
viding of  a substitute  was  a clear  contingency  which 
might  or  might  not  happen.  They  would  have  no- 
thing to  hang  to  but  a miserable  remnant  of  the  law  of 
1836  until  they  should  get  a bank  in  operation.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  treasury  would  be  placed  just  where 
it  had  been  when  the  honorable  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky declaimed  with  so  much  force  and  eloquence 
against  the  union  in  one  hand  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword.  Whereas  if  gentlemen  would  exercise  a 
little  patience  and  endure  the  sight  of  the  old  house 
but  for  a short  time  longer,  they  might  have  a new 
house  to  move  into  without  any  of  the  degradation 
or  inconvenience  of  sitting  down  in  the  street. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said:  I do  not  rise  to  debate  this 
question.  It  has  been,  heretofore,  fully  debated  in 
these  halls;  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  several 
states — before  the  people  in  their  primary  assem- 
blies— and  by  the  people  themselves,  until  the  sub- 
ject has  become  so  throughly  worn  out  that  even 
my  honorable  colleague  cannot  advance  a single 
new  idea  upon  it,  and  until  it  has  become  perfectly 
nauseating  and  disgusting.  I rise  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  my  extreme  regret  at  the  pain  which 
my  honorable  colleague  tells  us  he  feels  from  the 
haste  and  manner  in  which  this  question  is  pressed 
to  a decision.  I am  the  last  man  in  the  world  that 
would,  unnecessarily,  give  pain  to  any  one;  and 
more  especially  to  one  so  sensitive  as  that  gentle- 
man. He  never  inflicts  pain,  even  of  this  sort  upon 
bis  political  opponents,  unless  from  a high  sense  of 
imperative  duty.  And  from  what  has  fallen  from 
him  on  this  occasion,  I am  now,  for  the  first  time, 
enabled  to  appreciate  the  pain  he  must  have  expe- 
rienced on  the  original  passage  of  the  sub-treasury 
law  through  the  senate,  and  which  we  now  propose 
to  repeal.  It  was  pressed,  on  that  occasion,  with 
such  “hot  haste”  to  a decision,  that,  to  a sensative 
mind  like  his,  the  honorable  gentleman’s  “suffer- 
ings,” like  those  of  his  illustrious  predecessor  on 
another  occasion,  must  have  been  “intolerable.” 
Nothing  but  the  most  imperative  duty  and  the  most 
elevated  patriotism  could  have  compelled  him  to 
the  course  which  was  then  taken.  The  bill  was 
on  its  passage.  It  had  been  discussed,  but  not  fully 
discussed.  There  were  gentlemen  waiting  to  be 
heard  in  opposition  to  it.  The  day  had  been  ex- 
hausted; the  session  had  been  protracted  to  an  un- 
usual hour.  Night  had  already  begun  to  throw  her 
sable  mantle  over  the  senate  chamber,  when  an  ad- 
journment was  asked  to  enable  gentlemen  to  give 
their  views  on  fhe  morrow,  free  from  the  exhaustion 
of  that  day’s  arduous  labor.  It  was  refused;  and  the 
honorable  senator  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Merrick) 
was  forced  into  the  debate  at  a late  hour,  and  with- 
out some  of  the  necessary  statistics  which  he  wish- 
ed to  use  in  the  course  of  the  very  able  argument 
which  he  made.  After  he  had  concluded,  an  ad- 
journment was  again  asked,  to  enable  an  honorable 
senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davis)  to  give 
his  views  on  the  subject.  This  also  was  denied, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  proceed,  late  in  the  night, 
and,  under  a burning  sense  of  the  injustice  done 
him,  made  one  of  the  ablest  speeches  ever  delivered 
on  this  floor.  The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  house,  before  I had  an  opportunity  to  reach 
Washington,  and  to  record  my  vote  against  it.  I 
had  just  been  re  elected,  and  was  then  on  my  way 
in  company  with  an  honorable  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Webster),  to  take  my  seat.  The 
state  of  New  York  was  thus  deprived  of  the  only 
vote  which  truly  represented  her  interests  and  her 
feelings  on  this  floor,  upon  this  great  public  measure 
which  she  had  already  thrice  condemned.  I repeat, 
therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  my  colleague,  trom 
his  pain  on  this  occasion,  must  have  been  in  a per- 
fect agony  upon  that. 

The  honorable  gentleman  objects  that  the  sub- 
treasury ought  not  to  be  repealed  until  a substitute 
is  provided,  and  has  attempted  to  alarm  us  by  some 


imaginary  difficulties.  There  are  no  difficulties. 
The  act  of  1789,  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  and 
the  act  of  1836,  which  will  be  revived  by  this  re- 
peal, have  ample  provisions  for  the  purposes  of  the 
treasury  until  a substitute  shall  be  provided.  And 
even  if  there  were  no  such  provisions,  I would  not 
hesitate  one  moment  about  the  repeal  of  this  odious 
and  thrice,  nay,  four-times  condemned  measure.  I 
have  said  on  this  floor  and  before  the  people  that  I 
would  take  anything  or  nothing  in  preference  to  this 
sub-treasury  scheme;  and,  beiore  I would  hesitate 
about  its  repeal,  I would  see  our  finances  go  once 
more  into  chaos,  as  they  were  when  the  mighty 
genious  of  Hamilton  was  called  to  preside  over 
them;  when 

“Confusion  heard  his  voice, 

And  wild  uproar  stood  ruled.” 

But,  Mr.  President,  what  excites  my  “special 
wonder”  is  the  intimation  of  my  honorable  colleague 
that  the  people  have  not  decided  against  this  sub- 
treasury scheme.  One  would  suppose  that,  in  re- 
ference to  his  own  state,  he  could  entertain  no  doubt 
on  that  subject.  The  man  must  have  been  blind 
indeed  who  could  not  see  the  outbreakings  and  feel 
the  outpourings  of  public  sentiment  for  the  last  four 
years  in  the  “Empire  State.”  And  least  of  all 
should  my  colleague  doubt  as  to  what  that  senti- 
ment was.  He  must  have  been  an  attentive  obser- 
ver. He  early  made  up  the  issue  for  the  people.  I 
remember  perfectly  well,  when  I first  expressed 
here  my  dissent  from  these  destructive  measures  of 
the  late  administration,  that  my  colleague  depre- 
cated any  collision  of  opinion  between  us  on  this 
floor;  and,  with  characteristic  self-complacency,  and 
with  a seeming  confidence  of  anticipated  triumph, 
proposed  to  submit  all  our  differences  to  our  com- 
mon constituents,  and  to  abide  their  decision.  I 
accepted  the  issue.  We  went  down  to  the  people 
in  1837,  and  they  found  against  him.  Nothing 
daunted,  he  asked  another  hearing,  and  was  again 
overthrown  in  1838.  He  was  indulged  with  a third 
trial,  and  again  beaten  in  1839.  And  in  1840,  like 
Napoleon,  he  took  the  field  in  person.  He  traversed 
the  whole  state.  I did  the  same,  sometimes  in  ad- 
vance of  him,  and  sometimes  on  his  trail.  We  sel- 
dom discussed  any  thing  but  the  sub-treasury,  al- 
though my  colleague  occasionally  gave  a touch  in 
defence  of  Mr.  Poinsett’s  standing  army.  But  the 
sub-treasury  was  the  burden  of  the  issue.  It  was 
against  that  the  people  fought,  and  at  this  great 
Waterloo  battle  my  colleague  was  finally  routed, 
“horse,  foot  and  dragoons,”  and  was  compelled  to 
surrender  at  discretion. 

After  all  this,  he  gravely  utters  his  “ambitious 
givings  out”  that  the  people  of  New  York  have  not 
decided  against  the  sub-treasury.  Why,  sir,  let  me 
ask  him,  what  was  the  issue?  Was  it  not  the  sub- 
treasury? Every  newspaper  on  that  side  of  the  ques- 
tion had  at  the  head  of  its  editorial  column,  in  glar- 
ing capitals,  “independent  treasury” — “no 
national  bank.”  This  was  the  motto  every 
where  inscribed  on  their  banners — under  it  they 
fought  and  under  it  they  were  conquered.  And  still 
my  honorable  colleague  tells  us,  if  any  decision  was 
made  by  the  people  at  the  last  election,  it  was  a de- 
cision in  favor  of  “log  cabins,  coon  skins  and  hard 
cider.” 

In  the  same  breath  he  tells  us  that,  during  the 
administration  of  general  Jackson,  the  people  de- 
cided against  a national  bank.  On  that  subject  I 
might  with  much  greater  propriety  retort  that  it 
was  a decision  in  favor  of  hickory  trees  without  roots 
and  moistened  in  the  ground  by  a barrel  of  beer. 

Mr.  President,  if  ever  a felon  was  condemned  by 
a court  and  jury  and  deserved  to  be  hanged,  then 
has  this  sub-treasury  been  condemned  by  the  peo- 
ple and  ought  to  be  repealed.  They  have  given  their 
verdict  against  it,  and  are  impatient  at  our  delay  in 
awarding  execution.  Let  us,  then,  forthwith  enter 
up  judgment,  and  simply  say  “off  with  its  bead;  so 
much  i'or  Buckingham.” 

Mr.  Wright  made  a brief  reply.  He  said  it  was 
difficult  for  him  to  say,  if  he  should  be  so  unwise 
as  to  enter  into  the  lists  with  his  honorable  col- 
league, whether  he  should  not  be  overthrown.  He 
believed  he  had  explained  once  before  in  reply  to 
the  accusation  of  a want  of  courtesy  towards  his 
colleague.  That  honorable  senator  spoke  of  mat- 
ters which  he  did  not  personally  know,  and  his  state- 
ment did  Mr.  W.  great  injustice.  He  was  fully  aware 
that  the  feelings  of  his  colleague  were  very  strong, 
and  their  personal  intercourse  had  been  only  that 
of  courtesy  and  kindness. 

What  Mr.  W.  had  said  implied  no  denial  that  the 
people  of  the  state  of  New  York  and  of  the  United 
States  had  given  their  verdict  against  the  indepen- 
dent treasury.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  expressly 
declared  that  he  did  not  stand  up  to  deny  that  such 
was  the  fact.  All  he  had  insisted  on  was,  that  there 
was  no  evidence  in  the  result  of  the  late  elections 


that  the  people  had  decided  in  favor  of  a national 
bank.  If  his  colleague  would  say  that,  in  address- 
ing the  people  of  their  state,  he  had  advocated  the 
constitutionality  of  a national  bank,  he  would  say 
something  very  different  from  that  which  Mr.  W. 
had  always  heard  stated  by  others. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  replied  that  he  had  been  too 
much  occupied  in  speaking  against  the  sub-treasu- 
ry to  have  any  time  left  for  talking  about  a national 
bank. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  expressed  a desire  to 
present  his  views  on  this  subject,  but  it  was  now 
late  in  the  day,  and  his  strength  was  exhausted  by 
a protracted  session.  To  ascertain  the  mind  of  the 
senate,  he  would  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  the  senate  would 
not  adjourn. 

Mr.  Calhoun  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They 
were  ordered  by  the  senate,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  19,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Benton  then  took  the  floor,  and  went  into  a 
long  and  very  animated  speech  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

The  question  was  at  length  obtained  upon  the  bill, 
and  it  was  passed  by  the  foilwing  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans.  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge— 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama, Fulton,  King,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  10.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Evans,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of 
Portland,  Maine,  asking  the  passage  of  a bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Prer.tiss,  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Sumterville,  Alabama,  praying  for  the  enactment  of 
a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  citizens  of  Illinois,  in  fa- 
vor of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, praying  that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on  import- 
ed silk. 

Bj  Mr.  Bales,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Massachusets  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Grand  Gulf  rail  road  company,  asking  a 
remission  ofduties  on  rail  road  iron. 

Mr.  Clay,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  making  ap- 
propriation, for  a limited  time,  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States;  and  for  grant- 
ing lands  to  certain  states. 

Mr.  Henderson,  pursuant  to  notice  given  yester- 
day, introduced  a bill  establishing  a uniform  system 
ot  bankruptcy;  and  moved  that  it  have  its  first  and 
second  reading  this  day,  and  be  then  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Walker  wished  an  expression  of  the  sense 
of  the  senate  as  to  the  propriety  of  acting  on  this 
subject  during  the  present  session.  His  own  state 
was  peculiarly  desirous  that  it  should  be  disposed 
of.  A bill  had  been  passed  once  and  the  expec- 
tations of  the  nation  generally  would  not  be  rea- 
lized should  nothing  be  done  in  regard  to  it.  The 
refusal  of  the  late  administration  to  act  upon  the 
subject  had  done  more  than  any  thing  else  to  cause 
their  defeat;  and  should  the  present  administration 
follow  the  example,  they  might  expect  a similar  re- 
sult. The  country  generally  demanded  definitive 
action  in  the  matter;  they  wanted,  in  a word,  to 
know  their  fate. 

Mr.  Berrien  (chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary)  expressed  himself  as  anxious  as  the  sena- 
tor from  Mississippi  could  be  to  see  some  defini- 
tive action  on  the  subject,  but  did  not  desire  the 
subject  to  be  pressed  at  this  time,  unless  there 
was  some  well-grounded  hope  of  a satisfactory  re- 
sult. 

Mr.  Sevier  was  in  favor  of  the  reference  of  the 
bill.  He  hoped  it  would  be  reported  on,  and  then 
debated;  and  this  for  an  obvious  reason:  The  se- 
nate, at  the  called  session,  had  five  or  six  important 
matters  before  it;  and  if,  as  seemed  probable,  it 
could  despatch  each  ot  these  in  five  days,  they 
would  soon  be  out  of  work;  and,  as  he  considered 
idleness  as  the  root  of  all  evil,  he  hoped  the  subject 
of  a bankrupt  bill  would  be  reserved  by  gentlemen 
as  a subject  of  amusement  for  their  leisure  hours, 
while  the  other  house  should  be  occupied  in  dispos- 
ing of  the  business  sent  down  to  them  from  this 
body. 

Mr.  Clay  would  here  take  occasion  to  make  a re- 
mark for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a misunderstand- 
ing which  seemed  to  prevail  in  the  country  in  re- 
ference to  some  opinions  entertained  here.  Mr.  C. 
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was  perfectly  ready  to  vote  for  any  reasonable 
bankrupt  bill,  although  bis  own  state  had  as  little 
individual  interest  in  such  a subject  as  probably 
any  other  state  in  the  union.  He  had  some  time 
since  expressed  the  opinion  that  a bankrupt  bill 
could  not  at  this  session  pass  the  senate;  that  opi- 
nion had  been  founded  solely  on  the  experience  of 
the  last  session.  The  subject  had  undergone  some 
discussion,  but  the  friends  of  the  bill  considered  its 
fate  so  very  doubtful  that  they  forbore  to  press  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  From  what 
had  been  said  just  now,  it  was  obvious  that  they 
could  not  get  a test  question  now  as  to  whether  the 
subject  would  be  finally  acted  on  at  the  present 
called  session.  He  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
senator  from  Mississippi  whether  it  would  not  be 
best  to  let  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee; let  them  perfect  its  details;  and  by  that  time 
a better  judgment  could  be  formed  whether  it  could 
be  taken  up  at  this  extra  session  and  discussed 
without  too  far  extending  the  time  devoted  to  the 
subject.  If  this  was  found  impracticable  or  inex- 
pedient, then  let  the  bill  be  published  to  the  world, 
and  it  could  be  taken  up  and  acted  on  at  the  regular 
session.  Although  Mr.  Clay  considered  a bankrupt 
bill  a'  part  of  a system  of  relief  for  the  country,  yet 
he  could  not  consent  that  it  should  stand  out  at  the 
head  of  that  list  of  measures  of  relief  which  it  was 
desirable  to  perfect  during  the  present  session;  im- 
portant as  it  might  be,  he  could  not  consent  to  hav- 
ing it  displace  the  subjects  of  a Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  states — he  could  not  place 
the  importance  of  a general  bankrupt  bill  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  measures  like  these.  After 
they  should  have  been  disposed  of,  he  was  entirely 
willing  the  other  should  be  taken  up.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  referred. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Henderson , 
not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter,  the  bill  was 
read  a second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message  as  relates  to  foreign  affairs  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thereupon  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate,  observing  that  when  he  had  first  read  the 
correspondence  between  the  British  minister,  Mr. 
Fox,  and  the  American  secretary  of  state,  he  had 
at  once  determined  to  make,  upon  the  first  fit  op- 
portunity, some  observations  upon  that  correspon- 
dence in  the  face  of  the  senate  and  of  the  country. 
He  regretted  that,  in  finding  a fit  opportunity,  there 
had,  contrary  to  his  own  inclinations,  been  so  much 
delay;  but  having  at  length  found  it,  he  would  ac- 
complish his  original  purpose,  and  would  do  it  with 
as  much  brevity  as  possible;  premising,  however, 
that  he  should  not  have  thought  of  such  a proceed- 
ing upon  this  mere  motion  of  reference,  had  not  the 
example  been  set  and  precedent  established  at  the 
last  session  of  congress  by  the  present  secretary  of 
state. 

He  must  be  permitted  to  make  one  remark  by 
way  of  preface:  and  that  wa3,  that  if  he  knew  him- 
self, he  was  not  actuated,  in  this  matter,  by  any 
thing  like  party  political  feeling.  He  trusted  his 
construction  of  some  portions  of  the  correspondence 
in  question  might  prove  incorrect;  for  though  he 
acknowledged  himself  to  be  a party  man  and 
strongly  influenced  by  party  feeling,  it  had  been  hi3 
endeavor  never  to  carry  that  feeling  with  him  into 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  (of  which  he 
had  for  many  years  been  a member),  and  he  trusted 
that  he  had  given  sufficient  evidence  of  this  by  his 
course  in  that  committee.  Yet,  as  he  was  firmly 
convinced  that  a proper  regard  for  the  American 
character,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  required  that 
some  commentary  should  be  made  on  these  papers, 
he  had,  upon  reading  them,  determined,  at  once, 
that  that  commentary  should  be  made  by  him  with- 
out fear,  but  with  a respectful  regard  to  the  feelings 
of  all  parties. 

He  had  been  .asked,  what  objection  could  be 
made  to  the  letter  of  the  24th  of  April  last,  lately 
published,  from  Mr.  Webster,  our  secretary  of  state, 
to  Mr.  Fox?  There  was  little,  indeed:  much,  very 
much,  that  it  contained  had  his  cordial  approbation; 
but,  unfortunately,  that  letter  had  little  or  nothing 
to  do  with  the  substance  of  the  matter.  It  did  not 
make  its  appearance  until  nearly  six  weeks  after 
the  important  business  between  the  two  govern- 
ments had  been  transacted.  It  was  the  letter  of  the 
British  minister  of  the  12th  of  March,  and  the  in- 
structions of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States,  of  the  15th  ofthe  same 
month,  which  contained  the  true  merits  of  the  case. 
It  was  that  letter  of  instructions,  a copy  of  which 
had  doubtless  been  communicated  to  the  British 
minister,  and  had  been  openly  referred  to  in  the 
British  parliament;  it  was  those  instructions,  espe- 
cially, which  lay  at  the  root  of  the  question.  On 


these  two  papers  of  the  12th  and  15th  March,  pub- 
lic opinion  had  been  formed  as  well  in  England  as 
here;  and  what  came  limping  along,  six  weeks  al- 
ter, however  just  and  however  eloquent  it  might  be, 
could  exert  but  little  or  no  influence  either  in  Eu- 
rope or  in  the  country. 

To  understand  the  merits  of  the  case  a brief  re- 
capitulation of  facts  was  necessary.  A rebellion, 
said  Mr.  B.  or,  if  you  please,  an  attempt  at  revolu- 
tion, existed  in  Canada;  during  the  course  of  which, 
the  insurgents  took  possession  of  Navy  island,  in 
the  Niagara  river.  A British  militia  force  of  two 
thousand  men  was  embodied  at  Chippewa,  on  the 
Canada  side  of  the  river.  The  American  steamboat 
Caroline,  after  having  carried  provisions  to  the  in- 
surgents on  Navy  island,  (fori  believe  that  was  the 
fact),  together  with  probably  a single  cannon,  lay 
at  anchor,  after  her  trip,  fastened  to  the  wharf  at 
Schlosser,  a small  village  notoriously  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  under  the  sacred 
aegis  of  our  protection.  And  the  country  must  be 
recreant  to  itself  and  to  its  citizens,  which  would 
not,  until  the  very  last,  maintain  and  vindicate  its 
own  exclusive  sovereignty  over  its  own  soil  against 
all  foreign  aggression. 

There  lay  ttiis  vessel  in  American  waters,  under 
the  guardianship  of  our  sovereignty  and  of  the 
American  flag;  but  this  afforded  her  no  protection. 
What  happened  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837?  Colonel  Allen  McNab,  a name  famous 
in  history,  was  in  command  of  the  body  of  militia  at 
Chippewa,  and  a captain  Drew,  of  the  British  navy, 
who  I believe  has  since  been  pensioned  for  his  gal- 
lant exploit,  undertook  to  raise  a body  of  volun- 
teers, and,  by  way  of  characterizing  the  nature  of 
the  service  they  were  to  perform,  declared  that  he 
wanted  fifty  or  sixty  desperate  fellows  who  would 
be  ready  to  follow  him  to  the  devil.  Under  the 
command  of  this  colonel  McNab,  now  sir  Allan 
McNab,  (fori  understand  he  has  since  been  knight- 
ed by  queen  Victoria),  this  body  of  men  passed 
down  the  Niagara  river  at  the  dead  hour  of  mid- 
night, without  previous  notice,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple on  board  of  the  Caroline  lay  reposing  under  the 
protection  of  American  laws,  and  made  an  attack 
on  unarmed  men  who  were  private  citizens,  not 
connected  in  any  way  with  the  resistance  to  British 
authority,  and  murdered  at  least  one  of  their  num- 
ber within  the  Ameiican  territory.  These  barba- 
rians, regardless  of  the  lives  of  those  who  may  have 
remained  on  board,  unmoored  the  boat,  towed  her 
out  into  the  middle  ofthe  river,  where  a swilt  and 
irresistible  current  soon  hurried  her  down  the  falls 
of  Niagara,  and  to  this  hour  it  is  not  known  how 
many  American  citizens  perished  in  that  fatal 
night.  This  is  no  fancy  picture. 

Now,  as  to  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations 
which  applies  to  such  a case,  that  pure  patriot 
and  eminent  jurist,  John  Marshall,  has  expressed 
it  with  gieat  force  and  clearness.  He  says  lhat 

“The  jurisdiction  of  a nation,  within  its  own  ter- 
ritory, is  exclusive  and  absolute.  It  is  susceptible 
of  no  limitation  riot  imposed  by  itself.  Any  re- 
striction, deriving  validity  from  an  external  source, 
would  imply  a diminution  of  its  sovereignty  to  the 
extent  of  lhat  restriction,  and  an  investment  of  that 
sovereignty  to  the  same  extent  in  that  power  which 
could  impose  such  restriction.” — 7 Cranch,  116. 

And  again:  “Every  nation  has  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  waters  adjacent  to  its  shores,  to  the 
distance  of  a cannon  shot,  or  marine  league.” — 1 
Gallis,  C.  C.  R.  62. 

According  to  the  settled  law  of  nations,  if  the 
Caroline  had  been  a vessel  of  wrar,  on  the  high 
seas,  belonging  to  the  insurgents,  and  after  an  en- 
gagement with  a British  vessel  had  been  pursued 
within  a marine  league  of  the  American  shore,  our 
national  rights,  as  a neutral  power,  would  immedi- 
ately have  covered  her,  and  a hostile  gun  could  not 
have  been  fired  against  her  without  affording  us 
grounds  for  just  complaint.  If,  for  example,  the 
British  and  French  nations  had  been  at  open  war, 
and  a French  vessel,  in  flying  before  British  pur- 
suit, should  have  been  driven  within  a marine 
league  of  the  American  coast,  all  further  acts  of 
hostility  towards  her  must  instantly  cease,  or  (he 
neutral  power  would  be  wounded  in  the  most  sen- 
sitive point,  namely,  that  of  its  soverignty. 

I shall  not  here  argue  to  prove  that  in  this  case 
there  has  been  a gross  violation  of  our  national  so- 
vereignty, because  on  that  point  no  gentleman,  I 
am  sure,  does  or  can  entertain  a doubt.  That  be- 
ing clear,  the  American  government  at  once  re- 
monstrated in  strong  and  forcible,  and  even  elo- 
quent terms,  through  our  minister  abroad.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  on  that  occasion,  does 
him  great  honor,  indeed.  Repeated  attempts  were 
made  to  induce  the  British  government  to  answer 
this  remonstrance,  but  all  in  vain.  It  is  true  that 
it  has  been  stated  in  the  British  house  of  commons, 
by  one  of  the  British  ministers,  that  the  American 


government  had  finally  given  up  the  question,  and 
did  not  intend  to  insist  upon  an  answer.  The  pre- 
tence for  making  this  statement  has  most  probably 
arisen  from  a custom  too  common  among  us  of 
publishing  diplomatic  correspondence,  whilst  the 
negotiation  to  which  it  relates  is  still  pending.  Mr. 
Stevenson,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  2d 
July,  1839,  employs  this  language: 

“1  regret  to  say  that  no  answer  has  yet  been 
given  to  my  note,  in  the  case  of  the  ‘Caroline.’  I 
have  not  deemed  it  proper,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, to  press  the  subject  without  further  instruc- 
tions from  your  department.  If  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  government  that  I should  do  so,  I pray  to  be 
informed  of  it,  and  the  degree  of  urgency  that  I 
am  to  adopt.” 

To  which  Mr.  Forsyth  replies  under  date  of 
September  11,  1839,  as  follows: 

“With  reference  to  the  closing  paragragh  of  your 
communication  to  the  department  dated  2d  of  July 
last,  it  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  no  instructions 
are  at  present  required  for  again  bringing  forward 
the  question  of  the  ‘Caroline.”  I have  had  fre- 
quent conversations  with  Mr.  Fox  in  regard  to  this 
subject,  one  of  very  recent  dale ; and,  from  its  tone, 
the  president  expects  the  British  government  will  an- 
swer your  application  in  the  case , without  much  fur- 
ther delay.” 

The  senate  will  thus  perceive  that  there  is  no 
foundation  in  this  correspondence  for  the  pretext 
that  the  American  government  had  abandoned  the 
pursuit  of  this  question,  unless  it  may  be  by  garb- 
ling the  note  of  Mr.  Forsyth  and  suppressing  the 
sentence  which  I have  just  read. 

Whether  the  administration  of  president  Van 
Buren  pursued  its  remonstrance  with  sufficient 
energy  is  not  for  me  to  say,  although  I believe  they 
did,  but  that  forms  no  part  of  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  senate.  It  seems  that,  from  the  conversa- 
tion of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  a speedy  answer  would  be  given. 

On  the  — of  November,  1840,  this  unfortunate 
man,  Alexander  McLeod,  came  voluntarily  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  I am  induc- 
ed to  believe  that  the  vain  boasting  of  this  man,  as 
to  his  presence  and  participation  in  the  attack  on 
the  Caroline,  has  occasioned  all  the  difficulty  which 
now  exists.  1 do  not  think  he  was  present  at  the 
capture  of  that  vessel,  and  this  fact,  if  it  had  been 
wisely  used,  would  have  afforded  the  means  of  ad- 
justing the  difficulty  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  par- 
ties. But  he  came  upon  the  American  soil,  and, 
in  the  company  of  American  citizens,  openly  boast- 
ed that  he  had  belonged  to  Drew’s  capturing  squad- 
ron. In  consequence  of  these  assertions,  he  was 
arrested  by  the  local  authorities,  and  indicted  for 
murder.  This  state  of  things  gave  rise  to  a cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth, 
from  which  I intend  to  read  a brief  extract.  The 
correspondence  resulted  in  this:  that  Mr.  Forsyth 
expressed  it  as  his  opinion,  and  that  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  under  the  law  of 
nations  the  avowal  by  the  British  government  of 
the  capture  of  the  Caroline,  should  such  an  avow- 
al be  made,  would  not  free  McLeod  from  prosecu- 
tion in  the  criminal  courts  of  the  stale  of  N.  York. 
Its  effect  was  mere  cumulative.  It  did  not  take 
away  the  offence  of  McLeod,  but  added  thereto, 
and  made  it  a national  as  well  as  an  individual  of- 
fence. The  legal  prosecution  of  McLeod,  and  the 
application  to  the  British  government  for  satisfac- 
tion, were  independent  of  each  other,  and  might 
be  separately  and  simultaneously  pursued.  But 
whether  ihis  were  the  true  principle  of  national 
law  or  not,  Mr.  Forsyth  very  properly  said  that  the 
question  must  be  decided  by  the  judiciary  of  New 
York,  and  that,  if  the  position  of  Mr.  Fox  wer  e 
well  founded,  McLeod  would  have  the  full  protec- 
tion of  that  doctrine  before  the  court.  He  could 
plead  that  his  act  had  been  recognised  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  and  if  the  plea  were  allowed,  he 
would  be  set  at  liberty.  That  was  the  position  of 
the  business  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  ad- 
ministration; and  a happier,  safer,  and  more  secure 
position  of  the  question  for  American  rights  and 
even  for  the  honor  of  England, also,  could  not  have 
been  desired.  When  the  trial  came  on,  McLeod 
would  have  two  grounds  of  defence:  first,  that  he 
had  not  been  present  at  the  capture  of  the  vessel, 
and,  next,  that  this  capture  had  been  recognised  by 
(lie  British  government  as  a public  act,  done  under 
its  authority.  If,  in  this  state  of  things,  there  had 
heen  a little  prudent  delay,  the  question  would  soon 
have  settled  itself  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  par- 
ties. But  inquiries  had  been  addressed,  in  parlia- 
ment, to  the  British  ministers  on  this  subject,  and 
a high  excitement  had  been  produced  throughout 
the  British  nation.  This  can  always  be  done  in 
that  country  on  every  controversy  with  America, 
because  our  side  of  the  question  never  appears  in 
their  public  jouinals.  I have  been  for  years  in  the 
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habit  of  reading  some  of  the  English  journals,  and, 
so  far  as  I have  observed,  onr  side  of  the  question, 
even  in  relation  to  the  northeast  boundary,  had 
never  to  this  day  been  presented  to  the  British 
public. 

No  Englishman  can  obtain  from  any  of  these 
journals  which  I have  seen,  any  distinct  idea  what- 
ever as  to  the  ground  insisted  upon  by  its  in  that 
controversy.  An  excitement  had  been  raised  on 
the  McLeod  question,  and  loud  defiances  had  been 
uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  commons. 
Threats  had  been  made,  in  case  the  American  go- 
vernment should  dare  to  retain  McLeod  in  custody. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  on  both  sides  of  the 
water,  to  produce  the  belief  that  war  was  impend- 
ing; and  so  far  with  success,  that  the  American 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  at  least  a portion  ol 
it,  had  actually  returned  home,  while  all  our  ves- 
sels in  that  sea  had  passed  the  straits  and  gone  into 
the  Atlantic.  Some  people  here  even,  other  than 
the  ladies,  became  afraid  that  the  British  fleets 
would  be  upon  our  coast  and  lay  our  cities  in  ashes. 
A marvellous  panic  prevailed  for  a time  among  those 
who  had  weak  nerves,  and  then,  to  crown  all, 
came  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fox  1o  Mr.  Webster.  The 
British  nation  has,  I freely  admit,  much  to  recom- 
mend it,  but  we  all  know'  that  their  diplomatic  po- 
licy, unlike  that  of  other  European  nations,  has 
been  of  a character  bold,  arrogant  and  overbearing. 
John  Bull  has  ever  preferred  to  accomplish  that  by 
main  force  which  other  nations  would  have  attempt- 
ed by  diplomacy.  I come  now  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Fox,  and  such  a letter!  This  letter  is  the  more 
imposing  from  the  fact  that  it  was  not  Mr.  Fox’s 
own  composition,  but  is  an  official  communication 
from  the  British  government.  This  fact  appears 
from  its  first  sentence,  which  is  as  follows: 

“The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  is  in- 
structed by  his  government  to  make  the  following 
official  communication  to  the.  government  of  the  U. 
Stales.” 

It  is  then  an  official  communication  from  the  Bri- 
tish government  themselves.  It  is  not  my  desire  on 
this  occasion  to  excite  either  here  or  elsewhere  any 
feeling  which  should  not  be  excited.  I merely 
state  facts.  To  what  is  this  letter  an  answer?  It 
to  any  thing,  it  is  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Fox  on  the  26th  December,  1840. — 
I will  not  trouble  the  senate  to  read  that  paper,  they 
may  find  it  in  document  33,  page  4.  And  what  is 
the  character  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fox?  It  com- 
mences with  a peremptory  and  conclusive  settle- 
ment of  the  whole  matter  so  far  as  the  British  go. 
vernment  is  concerned.  It  is  not  sufficient  for  that 
government  to  say  that  they  take  the  responsibility 
ol  the  act  of  McLeod  upon  themselves,  but  they 
even  justify  in  the  strongest  terms  the  capture  of 
the  Caroline  itself.  Yet  here  is  Mr.  Webster  on 
the  24th  of  April  arguing  a question  which  the  Bri- 
tish ministry  had  settled  six  weeks  before.  They 
do  not  say  surrender  McLeod  and  the  question  of 
the  Caroline  shall  be  left  open.  That  would  not  be 
according  to  the  manner  of  John  Bull  w hen  he  puts 
himself  fairly  in  motion.  He  does  not  stop  to  ar- 
gue, but  at  onee  cuts  the  knot  without  the  trouble 
of  giving  any  reason.  Mr.  Stevenson  had  remon- 
strated in  the  most  urgent  manner,  and  had  submit- 
ted to  the  British  government  at  London  a mass  of 
testimony,  but  no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  his 
communication,  and  no  reasons  given  for  their  de- 
termination. Mr.  Fox,  or  rather  that  government, 
jn  half  a sentence  settles  the  question. 

“The  transaction  in  question,  (says  the  letter), 
may  have  been,  as  her  majesty’s  government  are  of 
opinion  that  it  was,  a justifiable  employment  of  force 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  British  territory,”  tyc. 

Our  remonstrance,  when  this  was  written,  had 
been  pending  for  three  years.  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his 
letter  of  2Gth  December,  1840,  bad  argumentatively 
stated  the  whole  case,  setting  forth  that  'he  avowal 
of  McLeod’s  act,  should  it  be  assumed  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  so  far  from  doing  away  with  our 
ground  of  complaint,  went  only  to  increase  it.  Jt 
was  cumulative,  not  exculpatory.  Whilst  it  would 
not  relieve  McLeod  from  personal  responsibility,  it 
would  seriously  implicate  the  British  government 
in  his  guilt.  And  how  is  that  argument  answered? 
In  this  haughty  imperious  sentence: 

“Her  majesty’s  government  cannot  believe  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  can  really  in- 
tend to  set  an  example  so  fraught  with  evil  to  the 
community  of  nations,  and  the  direct  tendency  of 
which  must  be  to  bring  back  into  the  practice  of 
modern  war  atrocities  which  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity have  long  since  banished.” 

Here  is  not  argument  attempted,  no  authority  cit- 
ed, but  a simple  declaration  put  forth  in  the  strongest 
terms  as  to  the  “atrocity”  of  the  principle  for  which 
the  American  government  had  been  seriously  con- 
tending. But  the  crowning  point  ol  this  insulting 


letter  is  yet  to  come:  and  I undertake  to  say  that  it 
contains  a direct  threat  from  the  British  government. 
I am  not  extensively  acquainted  with  the  language 
of  diplomacy,  but  I certainly  have  not  seen  any 
thing  like  this  threat  in  any  official  communication 
between  civilized  nations  for  the  last  fifty  years.  I 
hope  I may  be  mistaken  in  my  view  of  the  language, 
but  here  it  is: 

“But  be  that  as  it  may,  her  majesty’s  government 
formally  demand,  upon  the  grounds  already  stated, 
the  immediate  release  of  Mr.  McLeod;  and  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  entreat  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  to  take  into  his  most  deliberate  consideration 
the  serious  nature  of  the  consequences  which  must  en- 
sue from  a rejection  of  this  demand.” 

What  consequences?  Whut  consequences?  Af- 
ter the  denunciations  we  have  heard  in  the  British 
parliament,  and  all  that  had  occurred  in  the  course 
of  the  previous  correspondence,  can  any  thing  have 
been  intended  but  “the  serious  nature  of  the  conse- 
quences which  must  ensue”/iv>M  war  with  Eng- 
land? And  here  let  me  put  a case.  I am  so  un- 
lortunate  as  to  have  a difference  with  a friend  of 
mine.  I will  suppose  it  to  be  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston).  I know,  if  you  please, 
even  that  I am  in  the  wrong.  My  friend  comes  to 
me  and  demands  an  explanation,  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  these  words:  If  you  do  not  grant  the  re- 
paration demanded,  I entreat  you  to  consider  the 
serious  consequences  which  must  ensue  from  your 
refusal.  Certain  I am  there  is  not  a single  member 
of  this  senate,  I might  say  not  an  intelligent  man  in 
the  civilized  world,  who  would  not  consider  such 
language  as  a menace,  which  must  be  withdrawn 
or  explained  before  any  reparation  could  be  made. 
It  was  the  moment  after  I read  this  sentence  that  I 
determined  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  senate. 
A thought  then  struck  me  which  perhaps  I should 
do  better  now  to  repress;  but  it  was  this.  I ima- 
gined I saw  that  man  whom  Mr.  Jefferson  truly  de- 
nominated the  old  Roman,  sitting  in  his  apartment 
and  reading  this  letter  for  the  first  time.  When  he 
came  to  this  sentence,  what  would  be  is  feelings? 
What  indignant  emotions  would  it  arouse  in  his 
breast?  Of  him  it  may  be  justly  said 
“A  kind,  true  heart;  a spirit  high. 

That  could  not  fear,  and  would  not  bow, 

Is  written  in  his  manly  eye, 

And  on  his  manly  brow.’’ 

Would  he  not  have  resolved  never  to  make  any  ex- 
planation under  such  a threat?  Would  he  not  have 
required  it  to  be  withdrawn  or  explained  before  giv- 
ing any  answer  whatever  to  Mr.  Fox’s  demand? — 
In  this  possibly  he  might  have  gone  too  far.  Our 
secretary,  however,  has  passed  over  this  threat  with- 
out adverting  to  it  in  any  manner  whatever. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  case  immediately  before 
the  senate.  Although  I think  the  secretary  of  state 
decidedly  wrong  in  his  views  of  the  law  of  nations, 
that  to  me  is  comparatively  a very  small  matter.  I 
have  not,  in  this  thing,  any  personal  or  private  feel- 
ing to  gratify.  Towards  the  secretary  of  state  I 
cherish  no  unkindly  feelings,  and  I sincerely  hope 
that  he  may  discharge  the  duties  of  his  high,  respon- 
sible station  in  such  a manner  as  to  redound  more 
and  more  to  his  own  honor.  What  1 complain  of  is 
this  omission,  and  an  omission,  I consider,  of  great 
consequence,  He  has  not,  in  his  reply,  noticed  that 
threat  at  all,  although  it  was  conveyed  in  such  terms 
as  would  have  entirely  justified  him  in  saying  “the 
American  government  has  no  answer  to  give  until 
this  language  has  been  explained.”  He  should  at 
least  have  said,  “this  is  a menace,  such  as  is  not 
usual  in  the  diplomatic  correspondence  between  ci- 
vilized and  independent  nations,  and  I shall  be  glad 
if  you  will  explain  or  reconsider  the  language  em- 
ployed.” For  myself,  said  Mr.  B.  I have  no  desire 
lor  war  with  England:  so  far  am  I from  desiring  it, 
that  I would  consent  to  sacrifice  all  but  our  honor 
in  order  to  avoid  it.  But  I think  Mr.  Webster  to 
blame  in  not  noticing  language  which  I consider  as 
containing  a very  distinct  and  intelligible  threat. — 
But  let  that  pass. 

I now  inquire  whether  the  secrelary  is  right  in 
the  view  he  takes  of  the  law  of  nations;  and  I have 
some  remarks  to  offer  in  reference  to  that  decision. 
Even  if  he  were  right,  still  I think  that  common 
prudence  would  have  dictated  to  him  not  to  express 
his  opinion  so  strongly.  It  was  then  a judicial 
question  pending,  and  eventually  to  be  decided  by 
the  highest  court  in  the  state  of  New  York;  a tri- 
bunal which,  on  all  hands,  and  hy  Mr.  Webster 
himself,  is  admitted  to  be  eminently  entitled  to  con- 
fidence. Suppose  it  should  happen  (as  it  will  hap- 
pen, if  my  humble  judgment  of  the  law  should 
prove  correct)  that  the  supreme  court  of  the  state 
of  New  York  and  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  should  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  legal 
question.  Suppose  an  appeal  should  then  be  taken 
(if  such  an  appeal  may  be  taken)  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  it  should  there  be  de- 


cided, as  I feel  great  confidence  that  it  would  be, 
against  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  state,  what 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  government? 

The  judicial  authority  will  be  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  the  executive  government  on  the 
other.  Whilst  the  judiciary  decide  that  McLeod  is 
responsible  in  the  criminal  courts  of  New  York, 
the  secretary  decides  that  he  is  not.  By  prejudg- 
ing this  pending  judicial  question,  the  secretary  has 
placed  himself  in  an  awkward  dilemma,  should  the 
supreme  court  of  New  York  determine  that  the  re- 
cognition and  justification  by  the  British  government 
of  the  capture  of  the  Caroline  does  not  release  Mc- 
Leod from  personal  responsibility.  In  common  pru- 
dence, therefore,  Mr.  Webster  ought  to  have  ex- 
pressed no  decided  opinion  on  this  delicate  question; 
but  left  it  to  the  judiciary  as  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  ad- 
ministration had  done. 

But  the  secretary  of  state  thought  otherwise.  The 
imperious  tone  to  Mr.  Fox’s  letter  does  not  seem  to 
have  produced  any  effect  on  his  mind.  Three  short 
days  alter  its  date,  on  the  15th  March,  1841,  he  is- 
sues his  instructions  to  the  attorney  general.  These 
instructions  are  the  real  substantial  answer  to  Mr. 
Fox’s  letter,  and  have  proved  entirely  satisfactory 
to  the  British  government,  as  they  could  not  have 
failed  to  do.  The  letter  written  by  Mr.  Webster 
on  the  24th  of  the  succeeding  April  will  never  dis- 
turb that  government.  Long  beiore  it  was  written 
the  secretary  had  granted  them  every  thing  which 
they  could  have  desired. 

He  at  once,  by  these  instructions,  abandoned  the 
position  so  able  maintained  by  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
administration,  that  McLeod  would  still  be  respon- 
sible, individually,  notwithstanding  the  British  go- 
vernment might  recognize  the  destruction  ol  the 
Caroline.  In  condemning  this  position,  he  uses 
terms  almost  as  strong  as  Mr.  Fox'  had  done  in  de- 
nouncing it.  He  says,  “that  an  individual  forming 
part  of  a public  force  and  acting  under  the  authori- 
ty of  his  government  is  not  to  be  held  answerable 
as  a private  trespasser  or  maletactor,  is  a principle 
of  public  law  sanctioned  by  the  usage  of  all  civilized 
nations,  and  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  no  inclination  to  dispute.” 

As  actions  speak  louder  than  words,  what  did 
Mr.  Webster  do  with  this  threatening  letter  staring 
him  in  Ihe  lace?  With  fiery  expedition  he  has  his 
attorney  general  on  the  way  toLockport;  and  I can- 
not but  think,  from  my  personal  knowledge  of  that 
officer,  that  the  mission  on  which  he  was  employed 
could  not  have  been  very  agreeable  to  him.  He 
informs  the  British  government  at  once,  lor  we 
ought  never  to  forget  lhat  the  letter  to  Mr.  Critten- 
den is  in  substance  the  secretary’s  answer  to  Mr. 
Fox,  that  it  it  were  in  the  president’s  power  to  en- 
ter a nolle  prosequi  against  McLeod,  it  should  be 
done  without  a moment’s  delay.  “If  this  indict- 
ment,” says  he,  “were  pending  in  one  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  I am  directed  to  say  that  Ihe 
president,  upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Fox’s  last  com- 
munication, would  have  immediately  directed  a 
nolle  prosequi  to  be  entered.”  But  as  this  was  not 
in  Mr.  Wenster’s  power,  the  governor  ot  New  York 
was  in  the  next  place  to  be  assailed,  in  oider  to  ac- 
complish the  same  puipose.  Mr.  Crittenden  was 
informed  that  tie  would  “be  furnished  with  a copy 
of  this  instruction  tor  the  use  of  the  executive  of 
New  York  and  the  attorney  general  of  that  state.” 
“Whether,”  says  the  secretary,  in  this  case,  “the 
governor  of  New  York  have  that  power,  or,  if  he 
have,  whether  he  would  feel  it  Ins  duty  to  exercise 
it  are  points  upon  wlucii  we  are  not  informed.” 

But  the  governor  of  New  York  proved  to  be  a 
very  restive  subject.  He  lelt  no  inclination  what- 
ever to  enter  a nolle  prosequi  against  McLeod.  I 
have  seen,  somewhere  a correspondence  between 
that  officer  and  the  president,  but  I cannot  now  find 
it.  The  tone  of  this  correspondence  on  the  part 
the  governor  evinced  a spirit  of  determined  resist- 
ance to  the  suggestion  of  the  secretary.  The  go- 
vernor complained  that  the  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  was  acting  as  the  counsel  of  McLeod. 
This,  however,  according  to  the  explanation  of  the 
president,  happened  by’  mere  accident;  the  attorney 
having  been  retained  as  counsel  some  time  beiore 
jtiis  appointment.  The  correspondence,  at  all 
events,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  governor  Seward 
did  not  participate  in  the  views  and  feelings  of 
the  secretary  ol  state  towards  McLeod,  and  we  know 
that  he  did  not  approve  of  entering  a nolle  prosequi 
in  his  case. 

Bat  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  was 
armed  with  instructions  from  tile  secretary  of  state, 
to  meet  every  contingency.  It  McLeod  could  not 
be  discharged  by  a nolle  prosequi;  if  he  must  be 
tried,  then  Mr.  Crittenden  was  lo  consult  with  Mc- 
Leod’s counsel  and  lurnish  them  the  evidence  ma- 
terial to  his  defence,  and  he  was  even  “to  see  that 
he  have  skillul  and  eminent  counsel,  if  such  be  not 
already  letaiued.”  It  is  no  wonder  that  it  appeared 
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very  strange  to  governor  Seward  to  find  the  autho- 
rities of  the  United  States  thus  actively  and  ardent- 
ly engaged  is  defending  McLeod,  whilst  the  autho- 
rities of  New  York  were  enlisted  with  equal  vigor 
in  his  prosecution. 

The  defence  of  this  tnan,  who  had  no  claim  to 
peculiar  favor,  except  what  arose  from  an  earliest 
desire  to  please  and  satisfy  the  British  government, 
became  the  object  of  the  secretary’s  peculiar  solici- 
tude, and  this,  too,  in  the  face  of  a plain,  palpable 
menace  from  that  government. 

The  next  thing  we  might  hear  would  be  a bill  of 
cost  and  counsel  fees  against  this  government  for 
the  defence  of  McLeod;  it  having  been  imposed  as 
a duty  on  our  attorney  general  to  see  that  “he  had 
skilful  and  eminent  counsel.” 

Now,  there  are  features  in  Ibis  transaction  any 
thing  but  creditable  to  our  national  character.  I 
think  that  sufficient  decision  and  firmness  have  not 
been  displayed  by  the  American  secretary  of  state. 
It  will  ever  prove  a miserable  policy  to  attempt  to 
conciliate  the  British  government  by  concession.  It 
was  the  maxim  of  general  Jackson  that  in  our  fo- 
reign relations  we  should  ask  only  what  was  right, 
and  submit  to  nothing  that  was  wrong;  and,  in  my 
judgment,  the  observance  of  that  maxim  is  the  very 
best  mode  of  preserving  peace.  When  a nation 
submits  to  one  aggression,  another  will  soon  fol- 
low. It  is  with  nations  as  it  is  with  individuals. 
Manly  and  prompt  resistance  will  secure  you  from 
a repetition  of  insult.  If  you  yield  once,  you  will 
be  expected  to  yield  again,  and  then  again,  till  at 
length  there  is  no  end  to  submission.  I do  not  pre- 
tend that  Mr.  Webster  has  done  wrong  intentional- 
ly; all  I mean  to  say  is,  that,  in  my  judgment,  he 
has  not,  in  this  instance,  displayed  a proper  and  be- 
coming American  spirit.  If  he  had  waited  a little 
longer  belore  he  prepared  his  instructions  to  the 
attorney  general;  if  he  had  taken  time  for  reflec- 
tion before  he  despatched  that  officer  crusading  to 
New  York,  his  conduct  would  probably  have  been 
different.  According  to  the  practice  of  diplomacy, 
a copy  of  these  instructions  was  doubtless  at  once 
sent  to  Mr.  Fox.  It  is  certain  that  they  were 
known  to  the  British  government  before  the  6th  of 
May,  because  on  that  day  they  were  referred  to  by 
lord  John  Russell  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons as  a document  in  possession  of  the  British 
cabinet. 

I shall  now  offer  a few  remarks  on  (he  question  of 
public  law  involved  in  this  case,  arid  ttien  close 
what  I have  to  say.  1 sincerely  believe  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Van  Bureri  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect on  this  doctrine,  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 
If  I had  found  any'  authority  to  induce  me  to  enter- 
tain a doubt  on  that  point,  I would  refer  to  it  most 
freely'.  I now  undertake  to  say  that  the  only  cir- 
cumstance which  has  produced  confusion  and  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  well  inhumed  men  on  this  subject 
is,  that  they  do  not  make  the  proper  distinction  be- 
tween a state  of  national  war  and  national  peace. 
If  a nation  be  at  war,  the  command  of  the  sove- 
reign power  to  invade  the  territory  of  its  enemy, 
and  do  battle  there  against  any  hostile  force,  always 
justifies  the  troops  thus  engaged. 

When  any  of  the  invaders  are  seized,  they  aie 
considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  as  having  done 
nothing  but  what  the  laws  of  war  justified  them  in 
doing.  In  such  a case  they  can  never  be  held  to 
answer,  criminally,  in  the  courts  of  the  invaded 
country.  That  is  clear.  The  invasion  of  an  ene- 
my’s territory' is  one  of  the  rights  of  war,  and,  in 
all  its  necessary  consequences,  is  justified  by  the 
laws  of  war.  But  there  are  offences,  committed  even 
in  open  war,  w hich  the  express  command  of  the 
offender’s  sovereign  will  not  shield  from  exemplary 
punishment.  I will  give  gentlemen  an  example. 
A spy  will  be  hung,  it  caught,  even  though  he  act- 
ed under  the  express  command  of  his  sovereign. 
We  might  cite  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  major 
Andre.  He  was  arrested  on  his  return  (rom  an  in- 
terview with  Arnold,  and,  his  life  being  in  danger, 
the  British  commander  (sir  Henry  Clinton,  I be- 
lieve) made  an  effort  to  save  him,  by  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  his  act.  But  although 
he  had  crossed  our  lines,  whilst  the  two  nations 
were  in  a state  of  open  and  flagrant  war,  in  obe- 
dience to  instructions  from  his  commander- in-chief, 
yet  Washington,  notwithstanding,  rightfully  hung 
him  as  a spy. 

Now,  let  me  tell  whoever  shall  answer  me,  (if, 
indeed,  any  gentleman  will  condescend  to  notice 
what  1 have  said — for  it  seems  we  on  this  side  of 
the  house  are  to  do  alt  the  speaking,  and  they  all 
the  voting),  that  all  the  authorities  concur  in  de- 
claring that  the  law  of  nations  protects  individuals 
while  obeying  the  orders  of  their  sovereign,  during 
a state  of  open  and  flagrant  war,  whether  it  has 
been  solemnly  declared  or  not,  and  whether  it  be 
general  or  partial.  These  authorities  go  no  further. 
But,  to  decide  correctly  on  the  application  of  this 


principle  in  the  case  before  us,  we  must  recollect 
that  the  two  belligerents  here  were  England  on  the 
one  hand  and  her  insurgent  subjects  on  the  other, 
and  that  the  United  ^States  were  a neutral  power,  in 
perfect  peace  with  England.  But  what  is  the  rule 
in  regard  to  nations  at  peace  with  each  other’  This 
is  the  question.  As  betw’een  such  nations,  does 
the  command  of  an  inferior  officer  of  the  one,  to 
individuals,  to  violate  the  sovereignty  of  the  other, 
and  commit  murder  and  arson,  if  afterwards  recog- 
nised by  the  supreme  authority,  prevent  the  nation 
whose  laws  have  been  outraged  from  punishing  the 
offenders?  Under  such  circumstances,  what  is  the 
law  of  nations?  The  doctrine  is  laid  down  in  Vat- 
tel,  an  author  admitted  to  be  of  the  highest  authori- 
ty on  questions  of  international  law;  and  the  very 
question,  totidem  verbis,  which  arises  in  this  case,  is 
in  hi.s  book  stated  and  decided.  He  admits  that  the 
lawful  commands  of  a legitimate  government,  whe- 
ther to  its  troops  or  other  citizens,  protects  them 
from  individual  responsibility  for  hostile  acts  done 
in  obedience  to  such  commands,  whilst  in  a state  of 
open  war.  In  such  a case,  a prisoner  of  war  is 
never  to  be  subjected  to  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
the  country  within  which  he  has  been  arrested. 
But  what  is  the  law  of  nations  in  regard  to  criminal 
offences  committed  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
one  power,  wdthin  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction 
of  another,  they  being  at  peace  with  each  other, 
even  if  these  criminal  acts  should  be  recognised 
and  justified  by  the  offender’s  sovereign?  This  is 
the  case  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline. The  subject  is  treated  of  by  Vattel,  under  the 
head  “of  the  concern  a nation  may  have  in  the  ac 
tions  of  her  citizens,”  book  ii,  chap.  6,  page  161.  I 
shall  read  sections  73,  74  and  75. 

“However,  as  it  is  impossible,”  says  the  author, 
“for  the  best  regulated  state,  or  for  the  most  vigilant 
and  absolute  sovereign  to  model  at  his  pleasure  all 
the  actions  of  his  subjects,  and  to  confine  them  on 
every  occasion  to  the  most  exact  obedience,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  impute  to  the  nation  or  the  so- 
vereign every  fault  committed  by  the  citizens.  We 
ought  not,  then  to  say,  in  general,  that  we  have  re- 
ceived an  injury  from  a nation  because  we  have  re- 
ceived it  from  one  of  its  members.” 

“But  if  a nation  or  its  chief  approves  and  ratifies 
the  act  of  the  individual,  it  then  becomes  a public 
concern,  and  the  injured  party  is  then  to  consi- 
der the  nation  as  the  real  author  of  the  injury, 
of  which  the  citizen  was  perhaps  only  the  instru- 
ment.” 

'‘If  the  offended  state  has  in  her  power  the  indivi- 
dual uho  has  done  the  injury,  she  may,  without  scruple 
bring  him  to  justice  and  punish  him.  If  he  has  es- 
caped and  returned  to  his  own  country,  she  ought 
to  apply  to  his  sovereign  to  have  justice  done  in  the 
case.” 

Can  any  thing  in  the  world  be  clearer?  The  au- 
thor puts  the  case  distinctly.  The  nation  injured 
ought  not  to  impute  to  the  sovereign  of  a friendly 
nation  the  acts  of  its  individual  citizens;  but  if  such 
friendly  sovereign  shall  recognise  the  acts  as  his 
own,  it  then  becomes  a national  concern.  But  does 
such  a recognition  wash  away  the  guilt  of  the  offen- 
der and  release  him  from  the  punishment  due  to 
his  offence  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country 
whose  laws  he  has  violated?  Let  Vattel  answer 
this  question.  He  says:  “If  the  offended  state  has 

in  her  power  the  individual  who  has  done  the  injury, 
she  may,  without  scruple,  bring  him  to  justice  and 
punish  him.’’  There  is  the  direct,  plain  and  palpa- 
ble authority.  Aud  here  permit  me  to  add,  that  I 
can  prove,  that  accoiding  to  sound  reason,  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct;  and  that  the  question  would  now 
be  so  decided  by  our  courts,  even  if  the  law  of  na- 
tions had  been  silent  on  the  subject.  This  not  only 
is,  but  ought  to  be,  the  principle  of  public  law. 

Mr.  Webs'er,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fox  of  the  21th 
of  April,  tells  the  British  minister  that  the  line  of 
frontier  which  separates  the  United  States  from  her 
Britannic  majesty's  North  American  provinces  “is 
long  enough  to  divide  the  whole  of  Europe  into 
halves.” 

This  is  true  enough.  Now,  by  admitting  the 
doctrine  of  Vattel  to  be  incorrect  and  unfounded, 
on  what  consequences  are  we  forced?  I beg  sena- 
tors to  consider  this  question.  The  line  which  se- 
parates us  from  the  British  possession  is  a line  long 
enough  to  divide  Europe  into  halves.  Heaven 
knows  I have  no  desire  to  see  a rebellion  in  Canada 
or  the  Canadian  provinces  annexed  to  the  United 
States;  but  no  event  in  futurity  is  more  certain  than 
that  those  provinces  are  destined  to  be  ultimately 
separated  Irom  the  British  empire.  Let  a civil  war 
come,  and  let  every  McNab  who  shall  then  have 
any  command  in  the  British  possessions  along  this 
long  line  be  peimitted  to  send  a military  expedition 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States  whenever  he 
shall  believe  or  pretend  that  it  will  aid  in  defending 
the  royal  authority  against  those  who  are  resisting 
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it,  and  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  becomes  inevitable.  A British  subject  ma- 
rauding under  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer  on 
this  side  of  the  line  is  seized  in  the  very  act.  Well, 
w hat  is  to  be  done?  I suppose  we  are  to  waite 
until  we  can  ascertain  whether  his  government 
choose  to  recognise  his  hostile  or  criminal  act,  be- 
fore we  can  inflict  upon  him  the  punishment  which 
he  deserves  for  violating  our  laws.  If  it  does,  the 
jail  door  is  immediately  to  be  thrown  open;  the  of- 
fender, it  may  be  the  murderer,  takes  his  flight  to 
Canada,  and  we  must  settle  the  question  with  the 
British  government.  Such  is  the  doctrine  advanc- 
ed by  the  British  government  and  our  own  secreta- 
ry of  state.  This  principle  would,  as  I say,  lead 
us  inevitably  into  war  with  that  power.  What  can 
be  done  in  a state  of  war?  In  that  case  the  laws 
of  war  provide  that  persons  invading  our  territory 
who  are  captured,  shall  be  considered  and  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war.  But  while  the  two  countries 
continue  at  peace,  a man  taken  in  the  flagrant  act 
of  invasion  and  violence  cannot  be  made  a prisoner 
of  war.  McLeod,  however,  is  not  to  be  treated 
on  this  principle,  and  punished  under  our  laws  if  he 
be  guilty,  lest  we  should  offend  the  majesty  of  Eng- 
land. The  laws  of  New  York  are  to  be  nullified, 
and  the  murderer  is  to  run  at  large. 

But  if  the  principle  laid  down  by  Vattel  be  sound 
and  true,  all  difficulty  at  once  vanishes.  If  such  an 
offender  be  caught  in  the  perpetration  of  a criminal 
act,  he  is  then  punished  for  his  crime.  Let  him  be 
tried  for  it  at  least,  and  then,  if  there  are  any  miti-* 
gating  circumstances  in  his  case,  for  the  sake  of 
good  neighborhood  let  him  escape.  There  will  then 
be  no  danger  of  war  from  this  cause.  Let  me  sup- 
pose a case.  Suppose  colonel  Allan  McNab  should 
take  it  into  his  head  that  there  exists  in  the  United 
States  a conspiracy  against  the  British  government, 
and  should  believe  that  he  could  unravel  the  whole 
plot  by  seizing  on  the  United  States  mail  in  its  pas- 
sage from  New  York  to  Buffalo.  He  places  him- 
self at  the  head  of  a party,  conies  over  the  line,  and 
seizes  and  robs  the  mail;  but  in  the  act  he  is  over- 
powered and  arrested,  and  he  is  indicted  before  a 
criminal  court  of  the  United  Slates.  Will  it  be 
maintained  that,  if  the  British  government  should 
say,  we  recognise  the  act  of  McNab  in  robbing  your 
mail  as  we  have  already  recognised  that  of  his  burn- 
ing  of  your  steamboat  and  killing  your  citizens, 
would  Mr.  Webster  be  justified  in  directing  a nolle 
prosequi  to  be  entered  in  his  favor,  and  thus  suffer 
him  to  go  free? 

. I do  not  say  that  the  British  government  would 
act  in  this  manner:  but  I put  the  case  as  a fair  illus- 
tration of  the  argument.  There  was  one  case  in 
which  something  very  like  this  might  have  happen- 
ed, and  it  was  even  thought  probable  it  would  hap- 
pen. It  was  reported  that  an  expedition  had  been 
planned  to  seize  the  person  of  McLeod,  and  to  carry 
him  off  to  Canada;  and  I believe  that  a very  distin- 
guished and  gallant  general  in  the  United  States 
service,  (general  Scott) — an  officer  for  whom,  in 
common  with  all  his  fellow  citizens,  I cherish  the 
highest  respect  and  regard — went,  in  company  with 
the  attorney  general,  to  Lockport;  and  it  was  con- 
jectured that  he  had  received  orders  to  hold  McLeod 
and  defend  the  Lockport  jail  against  any  incursion 
of  sir  Allen  McNab  or  any  other  person. 

Suppose  now  that  such  an  expedition  had  been 
set  on  foot;  that  it  had  succeeded," and  that  McLeod 
had  been  seized  and  carried  off  in  triumph,  the  two 
nations  being  still  in  profound  peace.  The  rescue  of 
a prisoner  is  a high  criminal  offence.  What  would 
have  been  done  with  McNab  if  he  had  voluntarily 
come  within  our  jurisdiction  and  been  arrested?  If 
he  could  be  indicted  and  tried  and  punished  before 
the  British  government  should  have  time  to  reco°-- 
nise  his  act,  very  well.  But  if  not,  then,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  such  lecognition,  he  would  be  no  longer  re- 
sponsible and  must  forthwith  be  set  free.  The  prin- 
ciple of  Vattel,  rightly  understood,  absolutely  se- 
cures the  territorial  sovereignly  of  nations  in  time  of 
peace  by  permitting  them  to  punish  all  invasions  of 
it  in  their  own  criminal  courts,  and  his  doctiine  is 
eminently  calculated  to  preserve  peace  among  all 
nations.  War  has  its  own  laws,  which  are  never  to 
be  extended  to  the  intercourse  between  nations  at 
peace. 

The  principle  assumed  in  Mr.  Fox’s  letter  is  well 
calculated  for  the  benefit  of  powerful  nations  when 
contending  against  their  weaker  neighbors.  (But  in 
saying  this  I do  not  mean  to  admit  that  we  are  a 
weak  nation  in  comparison  with  England.  We  do 
not,  indeed,  wish  to  go  to  war  with  her,  yet  I am 
confident  in  the  belief  that  whatever  we  might  suffer 
during  the  first  period  of  such  a contest  would  be 
amply  compensated  by  our  success  before  we  reach- 
ed the  end  of  it.)  But  let  me  present  an  example. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  empire  of  Russia  has  by 
her  side  a conterminous  nation,  which  is  compara- 
tively weak.  A Russian  colonel,  during  a season  of 
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profound  peace,  passes  over  (he  boundary,  and  com- 
mits some  criminal  act  against  the  citizens  of  the 
weaker  nation.  They  succeed,  however,  in  seiz- 
ing his  person,  and  are  about  to  punish  him  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  their  own  laws.  But  imme- 
diately the  Russian  double-headed  black  eagle 
makes  its  appearance;  a Russian  officer  says  to  the 
authorities  of  the  weaker  nation,  stop;  take  off  your 
hands;  you  shall  not  vindicate  your  laws  and  sove- 
reignty. We  assume  this  man’s  crime  as  a national 
act.  What  is  the  consequence?  The  rule  for  which 
Britain  contends  will  in  this  case  compel  the  injur- 
ed nation,  though  the  weaker,  to  declare  war  in  the 
first  instance  against  her  stronger  neighbor.  But 
she  will  not  do  it;  she  will  not  become  the  actor, 
from  the  consciousness  of  her  weakness  and  the  in- 
stinct of  self-preservation.  This  principle,  if  es- 
tablished, will  enable  the  strong  to  insult  the  weak 
with  impunity.  But  take  the  principle  as  laid  down 
by  Vattel.  The  weaker  nation  defends  the  majesty 
of  her  own  laws  by  punishing  the  Russian  subject 
who  had  violated  them;  and,  if  war  is  to  ensue, 
Russia  must  assume  the  responsibility  of  declaring 
it,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  in  an  unjust  cause, 
against  the  nation  whom  she  has  injured.  It  is  said 
that  one  great  purpose  of  the  laws  of  nations  is  to 
protect  the  weak  against  the  strong,  and  never  was 
this  tendency  more  happily  illustrated  than  by  this 
very  principle  of  Vattel  for  which  I am  contending. 

1 therefore  believe  that  the  secretary  of  state  was 
as  far  wrong  in  his  view  of  international  law  as  in 
his  haste  to  appease  the  British  government,  in  the 
face  of  a direct  threat,  by  his  instructions  to  Mr. 
Crittenden.  The  communication  of  these  instruc- 
tions to  that  government,  we  know,  had  the  desired 
effect.  They  went  out  immediately  to  England;  and 
no  sooner  were  they  known  on  that  side  of  the  wa- 
ter, than  in  a moment  all  was  calm  and  tranquil. — 
The  storm,  portending  war,  passed  away,  and  tran- 
quil peace  once  more  returned  and  smiled  over  the 
scene.  Sir,  the  British  government  must  have  been 
hard-hearted  indeed,  if  a perusal  of  those  instruc- 
tions did  not  soften  them,  and  afford  them  the  most 
ample  satisfaction.  This  amiable  temper  will  ne- 
ver even  be  ruffled  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the 
perusal  of  Mr.  Webster’s  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  written 
six  weeks  afterwards.  The  matter  had  all  been 
virtually  ended  before  its  date. 

In  the  views  I have  now  expressed  1 may  be 
wrong;  but,  as  an  American  senator,  without  any 
feeling  on  my  part  but  such  as  I think  every  Ame- 
rican senator  ought  to  cherish,  I am  constrained  to 
say  that  I cannot  approve  ot  the  course  pursued  by 
the  secretary  of  state  in  this  matter;  while  at  the 
same  time,  I hope  and  trust  that  no  ether  occasion 
may  arise,  to  demand  from  me  a similar  criticism 
on  the  official  conduct  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  with  earnestness  and  animation. 

Mr.  Choate  intimated  his  intention  to  address  the 
senate,  but  yielded  to  a motion  to  adjourn;  and  at 
near  4 o’clock  P.  M.  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday , June  7.  Mr.  Chapman , of  Alabama,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Beeson,  representative  elect  from  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  vice  hon.  Enos  Hook,  resigned,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  what  was  the  business  be- 
fore the  house? 

The  speaker  here  rose  and  said  that  the  chair  de- 
sired respectfully  to  submit  to  the  house  the  diffi- 
culty under  which  it  labored,  in  consequence  of  the 
situation  in  which  it  was  placed;  and  if  the  house 
were  willing  to  relieve  itself,  without  debate,  from 
its  embarrassment,  the  chair  would  submit  a propo- 
sition which  he  thought  would  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject. The  chair  would  suggest  that  the  house  should 
say,  if  it  could  be  done  without  debate,  whether  it 
should  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  last  congress, 
or  by  the  parliamentary  law,  until  rules  should  be 
regularly  adopted. 

Mr.  Mams  said  something  as  to  an  exception  of 
the  21st  rule. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  chair  what  was  the  or- 
der of  business?  Was  it  the  resolution  submitted 
by  himself  in  relation  to  the  rules,  or  was  it  the  last 
business  before  the  house  on  the  last  day  ? 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  resolution  on  the 
adoption  of  the  rules  was  the  first  question  in  order. 

So  the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  and 
which  is  in  the  following  words: 

“ Resolved , That  a committee  of  nine  be  appointed 
to  revise,  amend,  and  report  rules  for  the  government 
of  this  house;  and  that,  until  such  committee  make  re- 
port, and  the  same  be  finally  acted  upon,  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  last  house  of  representatives  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  house.’’ 

Which  motion  Mr.  Mams  had  heretofore  moved 
to  amend  as  follows: 


“After  the  words  ‘house  of  representative’  insert  the 
words  ‘excepting  the  21st  rule,  which  is  hereby  rescind- 
ed.’” [This  rule  excludes  the  reception  of  abolition 
petitions,  &c.] 

Which  amendment  Mr.  Slade  had  heretofore 
moved  to  amend  as  follows: 

“Strike  out  therefrom  the  words  ‘which  is  hereby  re- 
scinded.' ’’ 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  wished  to  read  from  the  jour- 
nals of  1800  an  authority  which  he  thought  would 
settle  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this  house,  and 
stop  the  debate.  He  would  call  the  particular  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  representing  the  non-slave- 
holding  states  to  the  action  of  the  fathers  of  the 
constitution  on  this  very  question.  He  would  read 
from  the  journals  of  the  5th  and  6th  congresses, 
from  1797  to  1801: 

Upon  the  2d  of  January,  1800,  Mr.  Wall,  of 
Penn,  presented  a petition  from  Absalom  Jones  and 
others,  people  of  color  and  freemen,  within  the  city 
and  suburbs  of  Philadelphia,  “complaining  that  the 
slave  trade  to  the  coast  of  Guinea  is  carried  on  in  a 
clandestine  manner  from  the  United  States;  that 
freemen  of  color  are  seized,  fettered,  and  sold  as 
slaves,  in  various  parts  of  the  country;  that  the  law 
not  long  since  enacted  by  congress,  called  the  fugi- 
tive bill,  is,  in  its  execution,  attended  with  circum- 
stances peculiarly  hard  and  distressing;  and  stating 
further,  that,  although  they  do  not  ask  for  the  imme- 
diate emancipation  of  all  who  are  now  in  uncondi- 
tional bondage  in  these  states,  they  humbly  desire 
that  congress  may  exert  every  mean  in  their  power 
to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,”  &c. 

Mark  (said  Mr.  W.)  the  humility  of  this  peti- 
tion: it  is  far  less  objectionable  than  the  abolition 
petitions  of  the  present  day:  “They  humbly  desire 
that  congress  may  exert  every  mean  in  their  power 
to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  prepare  the  way  for 
the  oppressed  to  go  free,  that  every  yoke  may  be 
broken.” 

I ask  attention  (continued  Mr.  W.)  to  the  pro- 
ceedings on  this  petition: 

“A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  house 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution,  to  wit: 

“Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  as  relates 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  slave 
trade  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  place  or 
country,  and  the  laws  respecting  fugitives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  December  last,  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what,  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  law  en- 
titled ‘an  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade 
from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  place  or  country.’ 
And,  debate  arising  thereupon,  an  adjournment  was 
called  for.’’ 

Thus  far  (continued  Mr.  W.)  on  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1800.  Then  they  adjourned.  On  the  next  day 
“the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion; depending  yesterday,  for  the  reference  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  petition  of  Absalom  Jones  and 
others:  whereupon,  a motion  was  made  (by  a gen- 
tleman of  the  north,  although  that  does  not  appear 
on  the  journals,  yet  I have  a history  of  the  whole 
matter),  to  amend  the  same  by  adding,  ‘and  that 
the  parts  of  the  said  petition  which  invite  congress 
to  legislate  upon  subjects  from  which  the  general 
government  is  precluded  by  the  constitution,  have 
a tendency  to  create  disquiet  and  jealousy,  and 
ought  therefore  to  receive  no  encouragement  or 
countenance  from  this  house.’  ” 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  when  85  mem- 
bers voted  in  the  affirmative  and  1 in  the  negative. 
The  names  of  those  in  the  affirmative  are  as  follows: 

“Alston,  Baer,  Bailey,  Bartlett,  Bayard,  Bird,  Bishop, 
Brace,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Champlin,  Chris- 
tie, Clay,  Claiborne,  Condit,  Dana,  John  Davenport, 
Franklin  Davenport,  Davis,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Dent, 
Edmond,  Eggleston,  Elmendorf,  Evans,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  Foster,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Gallatin,  Glenn, 
Goode,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Elizur  Goodrich,  Gordon, 
Gray.  Gregg,  Griswold,  Grove,  Hanna,  Harper,  Heis- 
ter,  Henderson,  Hill,  Holmes,  Huger,  Imlay,  Jackson, 
Jones,  Kitchell,  Henry  Lee,  Silas  Lee,  Macon,  Mar- 
shall, Morris,  New.  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Nott,  Otis. 
Page,  Parker,  Platt,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rut- 
ledge, Sewall,  Shepard,  Stanford,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tali- 
aferro, John  Chew  Thomas,  Richard  Thomas,  Thomp- 
son, Trigg,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wadsworth,  Wain,  Robt. 
Williams,  Lemuel  Williams,  and  Woods. 

“In  the  negative:  George  Thatcher.” 

And  (concluded  Mr.  W.)  I hope  there  will  be 
found  but  one  name  in  this  house  contradicting  this 
resolution  of  our  fathers.  Let  the  example  be  now 
as  it  was  then. 

Mr.  Adams.  And  the  mountain  is  delivered  of 
its  mouse. 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  addressed  the  house  in  a 
speech  of  about  two  hours  and  a half,  in  which  he 
went  very  fully  into  the  merits  of  the  question  be- 
fore the  house,  replying  to  observations  made  in 
previous  debate  by  Mr.  Wise  and  others,  and  stat- 
ing and  defending  his  own  position  in  respect  to  it. 


This  speech  was  one  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
abbreviate  or  condense,  and  impossible  to  report  at 
large  for  insertion  here.  It  is  reserved  for  future 
publication,  therefore,  and  will  be  published  as  ear- 
ly as  it  can  be  prepared  for  the  press. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  adopting  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Slade,  as  an  amendment  of  his 
own  proposition. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia  followed  in  an  argument  of 
some  length,  directed,  first,  to  an  examination  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  congress  on  the  subject 
of  slavery;  and,  secondly,  to  a reply  to  some  of  the 
positions  taken  by  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  we  had  now  been  eight 
days  attempting  to  organize  this  house:  and  the 
eighth  day  was  almost  brought  to  a close. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  this  was  a special  ses- 
sion of  congress,  convened  for  certain  specific  ob- 
jects; and  whilst  he  admitted  that  the  question 
which  had  incidentally  been  brought  under  discus- 
sion here  was  one  of  great  importance  both  to  the 
north  and  the  south,  yet,  with  all  due  deference  to 
those  gentlemen  who  had  thought  proper  to  take 
part  in  this  discussion,  or  .who  hereafter  might 
think  proper,  he  begged  leave  to  say  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  time.  He  begged  leave  to  say,  at  all 
events,  as  a proposition  was  only  to  adopt  the  rules 
of  the  last  house  for  a limited  time,  till  they  could 
organize  the  house  and  revise  them,  it  was  not 
worth  while  now,  when  the  dog  days  were  ap- 
proaching, to  waste  the  time  of  this  house  and  dis- 
appoint the  hopes  of  this  nation  by  going  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  a mere  abstraction;  for  upon  both 
sides — upon  all  sides — it  was  admitted  that  this  was 
all  that  could  be  got  at  this  time. 

If  he  had  understood  the  decision  of  the  speaker 
heretofore  given,  he  (Mr.  F.)  thought  that  no  part 
of  the  house  could  complain  if  the  question  were 
now  put.  If  he  was  right,  the  speaker  had  decided 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams),  as  modified, 
would  be  the  first  question  to  be  voted  on;  and  then 
came  the  proposition  to  adopt  the  rules  for  a limited 
time,  and  to  refer  these  rules  to  a committee  to  re- 
port thereon  for  a revision. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  had  correctly 
understood  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fillmore  resumed.  This  give  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  house,  whether  for  or  against  the  21st 
rule,  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  for  or 
against  it.  And  although  I confess,  as  an  indivi- 
dual, that  there  have  been  some  remarks  made, 
especially  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
King),  ot  defiance  and  of  threat,  which  really  called 
up  a feeling  that  it  was  difficult  to  repress,  yet,  in 
view  of  the  great  and  important  objects  for  which 
congress  has  assembled,  it  seems  to  me  that  I am 
bound  to  forego  any  attempt  at  reply;  it  seems  to 
me  that  I am  bound  to  offer  on  the  altar  of  my 
country  any  feeling  which  I may  entertain,  and 
wait  for  a more  appropriate  season  for  discussion. 
I,  therefore,  do  what  I seldom  have  done,  and  what 
I do  with  great  reluctance — I move  the  previous 
question,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  discussion 
to  a close  and  of  organizing  the  house  for  business. 

And  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded,(according  to  therule  of  parliamentary  lawn) 

Mr.  Slade  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  rose  to  a point  of  order.  But, 
before  stating  it  he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fillmore ],  that  perhaps  the 
object  he  had  in  view  would  be  obtained  as  well  if 
he  would  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble. He  believed  that,  in  such  a motion,  the  gen- 
tleman could  carry  the  house  with  him;  and  then  a 
resolution  might  be  moved  (and  the  previous  ques- 
tion called  upon  it)  that  the  house  would  adopt  the 
rules  of  the  last  congress  until  otherwise  ordered. 
He  [Mr.  J.]  would  vote  for  both  these  propositions. 
The  consequence  would  be  that  the  house  would 
get  rid  of  this  question;  that  it  would  adopt  the 
rules  of  the  last  house  as  the  rules  of  this;  and  it 
would  thus  be  in  the  power  of  the  house  at  any 
time  to  change  or  modify  those  rules,  or  to  appoint 
a select  committee  for  their  revision. 

Mr.  Fillmore  would  remark,  with  all  due  respect 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson'], 
that  the  adoption  of  the  course  suggested  would  de- 
feat the  very  object  he  [Mr.  F.]  had  in  view,  which 
was  to  enable  every  member  to  vote  according  to 
his  own  judgment. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Johnson  said  he  had  understood  the 
chair  to  decide  that  under  the  parliamentary  law 
the  previous  question  would  first  attach  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams],  as  modified  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Slade] . 

The  speaker  said  the  previous  question  attached 
to  all  the  amendments  pending  at  the  time  it  was 
i called. 
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Mr.  Ingersoll  was  understood  to  suggest  to  the 
house  that,  under  the  decision  of  the  speaker,  the 
previous  question  was  open  to  debate,  and  that  thus 
the  whole  subject  might  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Briggs  submitted  that  the  speaker  certainly 
could  not  have  made  such  a decision. 

The  speaker  said  he  had  not.  He  had  merely  de- 
cided that  the  propriety  of  the  previous  question 
was  debateable. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Morgan  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  66, 
nay3  149.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  speaker  stated 
the  exact  position  of  the  question. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Slade  withdrew  his  motion  that 
there  be  a call  of  the  house. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  inquired  of  the  chair  whether, 
if  the  amendment  were  adopted,  abolition  petitions 
would  not  be  received  by  the  house. 

The  speaker.  It  will  strike  out  the  21st  rule  from 
the  rules  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Johnson.  And  thus  let  in  abolition  petiti- 
tions. 

Mr.  Rencher  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  were  yeas  132,  nays  89. 

So  the  house  decided  that  the  main  question 
should  be  now  taken.  And  the  speaker  having  an- 
nounced the  main  question  to  be  on  the  modified 
amendment  of  Mr.  Adams — 

Mr.  Dawson  rose  to  dissent  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair;  and  contended  that  the  main  question 
was  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wise],  and  that  it  never  could  be  on 
the  amendment.  By  our  rules,  it  was  true,  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  main  question  should  be  on 
the  amendment;  but  that  question  had  been  settled 
otherwise  by  the  parliamentary  law.  Mr.  D.  sup- 
ported his  position  by  reference  to  that  law,  page 
66,  &c. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  an 
appeal  had  been  taken  from  his  decision? 

The  speaker  replied  that  he  so  understood. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  submitted  that  the  very  authori- 
ty which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Daw- 
son] had  read  in  support  of  his  own  views  sustain- 
ed distinctly  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

M r.  Fillmore  said  that  the  proposition  had  been 
expressly  slated  to  the  house,  before  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  as  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams] . 
He  [Mr.  F.]  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw' 
his  appeal. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  had  not  taken  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gilmer  contended  that  some  gentleman  had 
voted  under  a misapprehension  as  to  what  the  main 
question  was. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  modi- 
fied amendment  of  Mr.  Adams , to  strike  out  the 
words  “except  the  21st  rule.” 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  inquired  if  a motion  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table  would  now  be  in  or- 
der. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  not. 

[Cries  of  “question,  question;”  “let  it  come,  let 
it  come.”] 

Mr.  Slade  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment;  which  were  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews, 
Aycrieg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeson,  Birdseye, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Bolts,  Bowne,  Brewster, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden,  J.  C. 
Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clinton,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Cravens,  Cushing,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dimock,  Doig,  Eg- 
bert, Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  J.  G.  Floyd, 
C.  A.  Floyd,  Fornance:  A.  L.  Foster,  Gates,  Geddings, 
Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Greig,  Gustine,  Hall,  Hal- 
stead, Win.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Win.  W.  Irwin,  James, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Robert  McClellan,  McKeon,  Marchand,  A. 
Marshall,  Mathiott,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partridge, 
Pendleton,  Plumer,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall,  Alexan- 
der Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rossevelt,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade, Smith, 
Snyder,  Stokeley,  Stration,  Stuart,  R.  W.  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland.  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Under- 
wood, Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young, 
John  Yount* — 112. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold, 
Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Builer,  Wm.  O. 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 


Caruthers,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Daniel,  G. 
Davis,  Wm.C.  Dawson,  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean,  De- 
berry, Eastman,  J.  C.  Edwards,  Thomas  A.  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O. 
Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Habersham,  Harris,  Houck, 
Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Jack,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  B.  Jones,  Keim,  J. 
P.  Kennedy,  King,  A.  McClellan,  McKay,  Mallory, 
T.  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  J.  T.  Mason,  Medill, 
Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Oliver, 
Owsley,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Pope,  Powell,  Proflit,  Ray- 
ner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Rogers, 
Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Sobers,  Stanly,  Steenrod, 
Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Triplett,  Turney,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Wat- 
terson,  Westbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wise,  Wood — 104. 

So  the  amendment,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  thus  amended. 

Mr.  IVise,  after  remarking  that  under  the  parlia- 
mentary law  the  previous  question  applied  only  to 
the  amendments,  proceeded  to  say  that  he  was  con- 
strained now  to  vote  against  the  resolution,  because 
it  was  his  desire  to  despatch  business;  and  he  was  sa- 
tisfied that  if  this  rule  were  taken  away,  and  if  a 
flood  of  abolition  petitions  should  be  poured  in  upon 
us  as  heretofore,  we  should  do  nothing  else  upon 
petition  day  but  discuss  abolition  petitions.  There 
were  various  steps  yet  to  be  taken  in  resisting  this 
movement.  The  vote  (Mr.  W.  was  understood  to 
say)  was  too  striking  for  him  not  to  admit  that  there 
was  a majority  in  this  house  in  favor  of  receiving 
these  petitions.  He  gave  notice  that  it  would  be 
his  object  to  move  to  lay  the  question  of  reception 
on  the  table.  He  would  not,  dared  not,  yield  one 
inch  of  ground  ever  occupied  by  the  south  on  this 
question;  and,  therefore,  he  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution as  amended  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  said  that,  when  he  had  said 
a few  words  as  to  laying  the  subject  on  the  table, 
he  had  not  understood  what  the  decision  of  the 
speaker  as  to  the  main  question  was.  He  now  un- 
derstood the  speaker  to  have  decided  that  the  main 
question  was  limited  in  effect  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Was  it  so?  The 
speaker  said  it  was. 

Mr.  Fillmore.  That  being  the  case,  without 
stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  chair  is  right  or 
wrong,  I deem  it  a shorter  mode  of  arriving  at  the 
object  I have  in  view  to  move  the  previous  question 
again  on  the  main  proposition.  And  I submit  that 
that  motion,  under  the  parliamentary  law,  takes 
precedence  of  a motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  And  I 
submit  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
IVise)  that  it  is  impossible  to  place  this  question  in 
a shape  where  it  will  better  enable  the  members  of 
the  house  on  all  sides  to  express  their  opinions  by 
their  votes  than  as  it  now  stands.  I submit  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  go  on  and  take  the  vote 
on  the  main  question,  and  thus  at  once  proceed  to 
business. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  that  if  it  was  true,  as  the 
gentleman  had  stated,  that  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  superseded  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  there  was  no  necessity  for  submission  to  him. 
On  this  question  of  abolition  petitions  he  conceded 
nothing,  he  yielded  nothing;  he  knew  what  obdu- 
racy would  do,  and  he  was  taught  to  know  what  he 
was  to  expect. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  chair  to  decide  which  of  the 
two  motions  had  precedence.  The  speaker  decided 
that  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  had  pre- 
cedence. 

And  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
then  seconded.  And  the  main  question  was  order- 
ed to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Chapman,  remarking  that  this  question  was 
one  on  which  the  state  of  Alabama  (whose  repre- 
sentatives had  not  yet  arrived)  ought  to  be  heard, 
moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn.  Mr.  An- 
drews asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken  were:  yeas  91,  nays  102. 

And  the  question  recurringon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  amended — Mr.  W.  ask- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

After  some  conversation  on  a question  of  order — 
Mr.  Rencher  asked  a division  of  the  question  on  the 
resolution,  the  first  division  to  embrace  so  much  as 
applied  to  all  the  rules  of  the  last  house,  and  the 
second  so  much  as  related  to  the  21st  rule.  The 
speaker  said  that,  under  the  parliamentary  law,  the 
question  was  not  divisible. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Wise,  as  amended),  was  then  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  yeas  125,  nays  91. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house  now  take  up 
the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  him,  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  standing  committees. 

Mr.  Wise  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  the  busi- 
ness first  in  order  was  the  unfinished  business  of 


Thursday  last,  to  wit:  the  resolution  of  Mr.  W. 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  his  plan 
of  a fiscal  agency  which  would  obviate  constitu- 
tional objections,  &c.  and  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a select  committee  of  nine  members  there- 
on; (with  the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood, and  the  question  of  order  raised  in  relation  to 
it).  Mr.  W.  modified  his  proposition  by  withdraw- 
ing so  much  thereof  as  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a select  committee. 

A discussion,  directed  to  the  priority  of  business, 
took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Briggs,  Wise,  Everett 
and  Underwood  participated;  ( Messrs.  Briggs  and 
Everett  contending  that  the  resolution  as  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committees  was  entitled  to  priori- 
ty, because  it  had  reference  to  the  organization  of 
the  house). 

The  discussion  was  brought  to  a close  by  a mo- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Triplett  to  lay  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Wise,  with  the  amendment  or  substitute  of 
Mr.  Underwood,  on  the  table;  which  motion  pre- 
vailing, the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Briggs  then  came  up  in 
the  order  of  business;  it  is  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  standing  committees  of 
this  house,  as  provided  for  in  the  rules  of  the  last  house 
of  representatives,  be  now  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  words,  “and  that  a select  com- 
mittee of  nine  members  be  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  the  currency,  and  the  establishment  of  a suitable 
fiscal  agency  capable  of  adding  increased  facilities 
in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenues,  and  rendering  their  custody  more  secure.” 

Mr.  Briggs  accepted  this  as  a modification  of  his 
resolution. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  resolution  as  thus 
modified — Mr.  Proffit  inquired  if  it  was  customary 
to  legislate  on  a subject  which  was  not  even  in  em- 
bryo? Was  it  proper  and  customary  to  call  upon 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  plans?  He  was  wil- 
ling to  do  so,  and  when  it  should  come  in,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  refer  it  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  if 
that  committee  should  be  so  organized  as  to  suit  his 
views,  or,  not  being  so,  to  a select  committee.  But 
he  protested  at  this  time  against  any  gentleman  as- 
suming, without  deliberation  or  consultation  with 
the  body  of  whig  members,  to  know  what  the  wishes 
of  that  party  were.  Let  them  hold  a consultation 
among  themselves;  let  them  see  the  plan,  and  then 
they  could  decide  whether  it  should  go  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  the  committee  of  wTays  and 
means,  or  to  a standing  committee.  For  his  own 
part,  he  would  act  upon  no  subject  without  first 
knowing  what  the  views  of  the  majority  were. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
tesolution. 

Mr.  McKeon  asked  a division  of  the  resolution: 
first  on  the  appointment  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  then  on  the  appointment  of  a select  committee. 
And  the  division  was  ordered. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  wa3  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
now  taken.  And  the  first  branch  of  the  main  ques- 
tion, to  wit:  on  the  appointment  of  the  standing 
committees,  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative without  a division.  So  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  the  standing 
committees  were  ordered  to  be  appointed  by  the 
speaker. 

Mr.  McKeon  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  se- 
cond branch  of  the  main  question,  to  wit:  on  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee,  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  125,  nays  90. 
So  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn 
until  12  o’clock  to-morrow;  assigning  as  his  reason 
for  the  hour  named,  that  the  speaker  might  have  as 
much  time  as  possible  to  select  his  committees. 

Mr.  Morgan  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution 
providing  that  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this 
house  should  be  12  o’clock  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Objected  to. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  until  12  o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Tuesday , June  8.  Some  inaccuracies  having  oc- 
curred in  the  list  of  committees,  as  published  in 
page  289,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  make  the  follow- 
ing corrections: 

District  of  Columbia — Mr.  Habersham  substitut- 
ed for  Mr.  King. 

Naval  affairs — Mr.  Calhoun  substituted  for  Mr. 
G.  Davis. 

Territories — Mr.  G.  Davis  substituted  for  Mr. 
Pope. 

Treasury  department — Mr.  A.  L.  Foster  substi- 
tuted for  Mr.  McKeon. 

On  the  rules — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Lewis  Williams, 
Habersham,  Hopkins,  A.  L.  Foster,  T.  J.  Camp- 
bell, Lawience,  J.  W.  Williams  and  Banks. 
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Alabama  congressional  election.  According  10 
the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  the 
five  representatives  in  congress  from  this  state  were 
elected  by  general  ticket.  Messrs.  Reuben  Chapman, 
George  S.  Houston,  William  W.  Payne,  Benjamin  G. 
Shields,  and  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  all  opposition,  are  the 
members  elected.  We  subjoin  a statement  of  the  votes, 
giving  the  result  for  the  first  two  candidate  on  each 
ticket: 


Whig. 

260 

616 

114 

146 

400 

1,163 

386 

698 

236 

635 

732 

402 

85 

492 

479 

35 

1,007 

164 

460 

942 

100 

107 

449 


,,  , . Chapman.  Rather. 

Counties.  K mi 

Autauga 

377 

314 

Madison 

1,313 

Barbour 

330 

496 

Marengo 

484 

Benton 

824 

188 

Marion 

307 

Bibb 

411 

380 

Marshall 

930 

Baldwin 

66 

68 

Macon 

243 

Blount 

628 

87 

Mobile 

874 

Butler 

157 

225 

Monroe 

204 

Coosa 

424 

218 

Montgomery 

516 

Clarke 

434 

150 

Morgan 

524 

Conecuh 

Covington 

137 

261 

Perry 

Pickens 

550 

561 

Chambers 

476 

675 

Pike 

362 

Cherokee 

456 

182 

Randolph 

243 

De  Kalb 

633 

104 

Russell 

302 

Dale 

335 

91 

Shelby 

352 

Dallas 

434 

562 

St.  Clair 

507 

Fayette 

554 

94 

Sumter 

998 

B ranklin 

669 

458 

Tallapoosa 

218 

Greene 

429 

753 

Talladega 

492 

Henry 

241 

140 

Tuscaloosa 

597 

Jackson 

1,237 

44 

Walker 

172 

Jefferson 

537 

244 

Washington 

160 

Ijawrence 

Lauderdale 

591 

695 

428 

387 

Wilcox 

325 

Limestone 

Lowndes 

611 

362 

185 

438 

23,337 

Banks. 

The  banks  of  Richmond  have  noti 

17,332 


Wheeling  bank  notes  will  not  be  received  by  them 
after  the  1st  July,  except  on  special  deposite. 

Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  of  the  week- 
ly liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  England,  from 
the  2d  of  March,  to  the  25th  of  May,  1841: 

Inabilities.  Assets. 


Circulation,  £16,615,000 
Deposites,  7,242,000 


Securities, 

Bullion, 


£21,817,000 
4,921,000 


£23,857,000  £26,738,000 

Compared  with  the  last  return  the  circulation  shows 
an  increase  of  £28,000,  the  deposites  an  increase  of 
£17,000,  the  bullion  an  increase  of  £283,000,  and  the 
securities  a decrease  of  £265,000. 


Bone  business.  Some  people  would  like  to  know 
the  nature  of  this  business,  and  perhaps,  when  told, 
it  will  be  as  much  a matter  of  surprise  to  them,  as  it 
-was  when  first  communicated  to  us.  Certain  old 
men,  women  and  children  may  be  seen  daily  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  gathering  up  old  bones.  This  branch 
of  business  started  about  four  years  since,  and  it  gives 
employment  to  hundreds,  almost  thousands  of  poor 
people  in  Philadelphia.  Many  of  them  are  able  to 
earn  from  50  cents  to  $1  each  day  by  these  small  ga- 
therings by  the  way  side,  and  these  save  themselves 
and  their  children  from  want,  or  perhaps  the  peniten- 
tiary. In  this  county  there  are  several  large  establish- 
ments where  these  bones  are  purchased.  One  in 
Moyamensing  pays  out  more  than  $100  each  week 
for  these  apparently  worthless  materials,  gathered  in 
every  part  of  Philadelphia. 

Bones  gathered  up  in  this  way,  and  from  such 
sources,  one  could  hardly  imagine  are  of  any  value. 
But  the  variety  of  purposes  to  which  they  are  put, 
shows  in  political  economy  that  nothing  is  literally 
worthless.  The  bones  are  assorted  and  each  particu- 
lar kind  is  put  to  a specific  purpose.  Some  are  made 
into  neat’s  foot  oil,  Others  are  sold  to  knife  and  um- 
brella makers,  while  another  portion  is  used  by  comb, 
brush  and  button  manufacturers.  Many  of  them  are 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  blacking  and  printer’s 
ink,  and  by  sugar  refiners.  Even  the  tallow  chandler 
and  manufacturer  of  soap  is  deeply  indebted  to  these 
bones  for  his  success.  The  bone  dust  which  is  made 
from  the  refuse  part,  is  purchased  by  farmers  and 
greatly  tends  to  enrich  the  soil. 

The  purposes  for  which  bones  are  used  are  almost 
innumerable.  Such  is  the  demand  for  them  in  Europe, 
that  the  field  of  Waterloo  was  thoroughly  examined 
and  every  thing  remaining  of  poor  humanity  there 
which  could  be  obtained,  has  been  gathered  up.  In 
our  own  country,  the  value  of  this  article  is  beginning 
to  be  estimated  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  in  all  the 
various  departments  of  business,  both  of  utility  and 
ornament,  they  constitute  an  important  and  valuable 
species  of  merchandise. 

[Philad.  North  Amer. 

Ancient  temperature  of  China.  M.  E.  Biot  has 
compared  the  ancient  and  modern  temperature  of  the 
35th  degree.  By  ascertaining  the  plants  usually  culti- 
vated, tBe  epoch  of  the  training  of  the  silk  worm,  that 
of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  birds  of  passage,  and 
the  meteoroltogical  phenomena,  he  has  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  temperature  has  not  varied  from 
the  greatest  period  of  antiquity.  He  has  derived  his 
evidence  for  modern  times  from  the  travels  of  the  mis- 
sionaries and  European  travellers;  and  for  ancient  times, 
from  the  sacred  books  Chi-king  and  Chou-king,  and 
from  the  Tcheou-chou, 

Cotton  market.  Liverpool , June  2.  There  has 
been  a very  moderate  extent  of  business  done  in  cot- 


ton to-day,  the  sales  being  scarcely  1,500  bags,  all  to 
the  trade,  comprising  50  Pernams  8jd.  to  8|d.;  40 
Maranhams  7|d.  to7|d  ; 20  Egyptians  9jd.  to  10a.;  300 
Surats  4d.  to  5d.  and  the  rest  American,  chiefly  from 
5jd.  to  74d.  Prices  are  without  much  perceptible  alte- 
ration, although  the  tone  of  the  market  is  decidedly 
heavy  and  flat. 

London  cotton  market,  June  3.  The  cotton  market 
still  continues  without  the  least  improvement  either  in 
the  demand  or  in  prices  The  business  to-day  is  again 
very  limited,  the  total  sales  not  exceeding  1,500  bags, 
consisting  principally  of  American  descriptions. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  On  Monday  morning  last  (says 
the  Cleveland  Advertiser)  we  counted  seventy-four 
ships,  brigs  and  schooners  in  our  port,  busily  engaged 
in  taking  in  and  discharging  frieght.  There  were  also 
at  the  same  time  about  sixty  canal  boats,  loading  and 
unloading  at  our  wharves.  We  doubt  whether  any 
port  on  the  whole  line  of  the  lakes  is  doing  as  large  a 
business,  at  the  present  time,  as  Cleveland.  The  trade 
wilh  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  by  the  cross-cut 
canal,  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  will,  eventually,  add 
one-half  to  the  commerce  of  the  port. 

Deaths.  By  the  last  arrivals  from  England  we 
have  accounts  of  the  death  of  rear  admiral  Samuel 
Motley  and  admiral  sir  George  Montague  Hamilton, 
sir  Robert  Wilmot  Horton,  and  the  widow  of  sir  Eve- 
rard  Home,  and  earl  Fortescue. 

Flour.  A slight  advance  in  price  took  place  in  the 
Baltimore  market  last  week.  Howard  street  brought 
from  $5  12  to  $5  25  from  the  stores — and  for  city 
mills  $5  44.  Stock  light.  The  inspections  ol  the 
week  8,043  barrels,  and  681  half  barrels. 

Liverpool  com  market,  June  2.  Some  parcels  of 
American  flour  changed  hands  at  22s.  6d.  a 23s.  per 
barrel.  Since  this  day  week  the  imports  of  grain  and 
flour  trom  foreign  ports  have  been  pretty  considerable. 
The  duty  on  barley,  Indian  corn,  buckwheat,  oats  and 
beans,  from  foreign  ports,  is  this  week  increased 
Is.  6J.  per  quarter;  on  other  articles  no  alteration,  but 
the  duty  on  wheat  will,  in  all  probability,  be  Is.  higher 
next  Fiiday. 

Fugitive  slave  and  kidnapping  case.  A slave  con- 
trived to  secret  himself  on  board  the  schooner  Wash- 
ington, whilst  lying  at  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  and 
was  not  discovered  until  the  vessel  was  at  sea,  on  her 
return  from  thence  to  Boston.  He  was  secured;  and 
on  the  return  of  the  vessel,  was  taken  back  again  to 
Newbern  by  Benjamin  Higgins,  mate  of  the  said 
schooner,  for  which,  strong  efforts  were  made  to  have 
said  Higgins  indicted,  last  week,  at  Boston,  under  the 
revised  statute  of  Massachusetts,  ch.  125,  sec.  20.  A 
large  majority  of  the  grand  jury,  however,  deemed  the 
iransaction  not  to  be  within  the  design  of  the  act,  and 
no  bill  was  found. 

Incombustibility  of  cloth.  Gay  Lussac,  the  ce- 
lebrated French  chemist  and  philosopher,  proposed  a 
means  of  rendering  the  various  tissues  of  cloths,  stuffs, 
&c.  incombustible.  It  has  long  been  known  that  the 
combustibility  of  these  substances  is  greatly  diminish- 
ed, by  immersing  them  in  solution  of  certain  salts,  as 
alum,  muriate  of  soda,  &c.  But  M.  Lussac  consider- 
ed that  those  salts  should  possess  this  property  in  the 
greatest  degree,  which  would  enter  most  readily  into 
a state  of  fusion — and  thus  cover  the  fibres  of  the 
substances  and  preserve  them  from  the  contact  of  the 
air.  Acting  upon  this  thought,  he  substituted  phos- 
phate of  ammonia,  and  borate  of  soda,  for  alum,  &c. 
and  he  found  that  muslins  thus  treated,  could  be  placed 
in  contact  with  ignited  bodies  without  danger. 

[Boston  Mer.  Jour. 

Indian  corn.  According  to  the  census  returns,  the 
annual  crop  of  Indian  corn  of  North  Carolina  is  thirty- 
four  millions  of  bushels.  In  the  production  of  this 
important  item,  therefore,  North  Carolina  stands  se- 
cond on  the  list — the  annual  crop  of  Tennessee,  which 
is  the  largest  producer,  being  upwards  of  forty-two 
millions  of  bushels.  [Ball.  Amer. 

Aniron  house.  A gentleman  of  Brussels  has  con- 
structed  aniron  house,  which  is  said  to  answer  the  ob- 
jects intended  in  a satislactory  manner.  The  walls 
are  hollow,  and  the  hot  air  circulates  from  a central 
point  in  the  kitchen,  through  the  intervals  in  the  walls, 
and  by  means  of  valves  the  quantity  to  be  admitted 
may  be  regulated.  A house  consisting  of  17  rooms 
will  cost  £1,165.  while  a house  of  the  same  size  in 
brick  would  cost  £1,157.  The  rooms  are  arranged  on 
three  floors.  The  whole  weight  is  797^  tons,  avoirdu- 
pois, (810,900  kilogrammes).  The  advantage  of  this 
structure  of  house  is  represented  to  be  its  permanent 
nature,  and  the  facility  with  which  it  may  be  moved. 
The  expense  of  carrying  it  from  Brussels  to  Liege,  to 
to  Ghent,  or  to  Antwerp,  would  be  about  £25. 

This  is  a subject  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
friends  of  home  manufactures  in  Pennsylvania.  It 
appears  to  us  that  the  real  uses  of  iron  are  not  ade- 
quately appreciated  by  the  great  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity. Also,  that  those  immediately  and  deeply  inter- 
ested, have  not  exerted  themselves  in  an  adequate 
manner,  or  with  a view  to  the  more  general  adaptation 
of  this  invaluable  metal  to  the  many  objects  to  which 
it  may  be  applied.  The  iron  masters  of  Virginia  are, 
we  perceive,  about  to  hold  a convention  with  reference 
to  their  peculiar  business  and  interests.  Pennsylvania 
should  send  a delegation  to  that  convention,  in  order 
that  something  like  a mutual  understanding  might  ex- 
ist, and  proper  co-operation  be  determined  upon.  The 
iron  trade  of  this  country  is  yet  in  its  infancy. 


Louisiana.  The  Plaquemine  Gazette  computes  the 
area  of  Louisiana  at  thirty  millions  of  acres,  and  allots 
the  different  soils  as  follows: 

Sugar  250,000  acres,  rice  250,000,  cotton  2,400.000; 
making  in  all  not  quite  3.000  000  of  acres.  A great  pro- 
don  of  the  remaining  27,000,000  is  yet  in  a wild,  uncul- 
tivated state. 

Money  matters.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  the 
17th  says:  “Money  out  of  doors  yesterday  from  8 to 
10  per  cent  per  annum.  United  Slates  bank  notes  at 
a depreciation  of  18  per  cent.  None  of  the  Philadel- 
phia banks  have  issued  small  notes  yet,  but  the  Mot'- 
amensing;  but  several  of  the  other  accepting  banks 
are  getting  in  readiness  for  such  issues.  Money  is  not 
in  much  demand.  Our  banks  discount  sparingly,  and 
we  hear  that  one  or  two  talk  of  an  early  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned.  It  is 
understood  that  the  non-accepting  banks  will  not 
receive  on  deposite  or  in  payment  of  debts,  the  small 
notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  accepting.  The 
notes  for  $5,  and  upwards,  will  be  received  as  hereto- 
fore.” 

The  St.  Louis  murderers.  Speaking  of  these  guilty 
wretches,  the  New  Era  says: — It  is  understood  that 
they  have  been  concerned  in  many  of  the  robberies  at 
this  place  within  the  past  year — in  those  at  Galena 
early  in  the  spring,  and  in  numberless  ones  at  New 
Orleans.  Probably  the  whole  west  and  south  has  suf- 
fered from  their  depredations.  They  have  been  en- 
gaged, too,  in  a regular  system  of  operations,  by  which 
the  slaves  of  the  south  were  assisted  in  making  their 
escape  to  Canada.  It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions, 
Brown  says,  that  he  committed  the  only  murder  that 
can  be  charged  agains.t  him,  except  that  of  Mr.  Weaver, 
which  he  now  acknowledges.  Pie  had  under  his  charge 
a negro  from  one  of  the  southern  states,  who  was  fleeing 
to  Canada.  Some  cause  led  him  to  be  apprehensive  of 
detection,  and  he  determined  to  make  way  with  the 
slave.  Accordingly,  at  night,  he  decoyed  him  to  the 
guard  of  the  steamboat,  tipped  him  over  into  the  water, 
and  that  was  the  last  he  heard  of  him.  Brown  admits 
the  justice  of  his  sentence,  and  consoles  himself  with 
the  idea,  that  his  wife  and  child  are  in  independent  cir- 
cumstances— the  fruits  of  years  of  villainy. 

Schools  in  Vermont.  A Vermont  paper  informs  us 
that  the  number  of  children  in  that  state  between  the 
ages  of  four  to  twelve,  is  106,000,  and  the  number  of 
district  schools  2,300.  The  number  of  teachers  employ- 
ed is  5,100.  The  school  tax  for  the  year  is  $61,803, 
equal  to  $22  for  each  district;  the  sums  raised  volunta- 
rily by  the  towns  and  districts  amounted  to  $81,000. 
The  aggregate  expense  for  schools,  including  board  for 
teachers,  books,  fuel,  &c.  is  about  $292,730,  or  $112  to 
each  district. 

The  sovereigns  of  Spain,  Portugal,  Great  Britain  and 
Turkey,  are  all  under  23  years  of  age;  and  the  three 
former  are  females. 

The  steamer  Caledonia  arrived  at  Halifax  from 
Boston  on  the  3d  instant,  in  42  hours,  having  encoun- 
tered foggy  weather  during  the  greater  part  of  the  pas- 
sage. She  took  on  board  fifteen  additional  passengers, 
making  one  hundred  and  two  in  all,  and  left  the  same 
day  at  a quarter  before  8 o’clock,  for  Liverpool. 

Tea  trade.  London,  June  3.  In  the  tea  trade  the 
news  from  China  gave  a fresh  zest  to  speculation,  and 
it  produced  quite  a sensation  at  the  public  sales,  which 
were  proceeding  in  Mincing  lane  when  it  was  first  an- 
nounced. At  the  sales,  although  a good  deal  was 
withdrawn  for  higher  prices,  the  few  congous  that 
were  sold  went  at  a rise  of  2d.  to  3d.  per  pound. 

Tobacco.  Baltimore,  June  19.  During  the  week 
there  has  been  an  active  demand  for  all  descriptions  of 
Maryland  tobacco,  and  the  sales  were  quite  extensive, 
generally  at  prices  fully  supporting  the  quotations  of 
last  week,  which  we  continue,  viz:  inferior  and  com- 
mon $4a4  50;  middling  to  good  $5a7  50;good$8a8  50; 
and  fine  $9al3.  Yesterday,  however,  several  of  the 
largest  purchasers  having  filled  their  orders,  retired 
from  the  market,  and  the  demand  fell  off.  The  re- 
ceipts continue  large,  and  it  is  thought  that  holders 
will  have  to  submit  to  lower  rates.  There  has  also 
been  an  active  demand  for  Ohio,  of  which  about  500 
hhds.  have  been  sold,  principally  at  $5a8,  good  lots  oc- 
casionally bringing  as  high  as  $10all.  We  continue 
our  quotations,  viz:  common  to  middling  $4  50a5; 
good  $5  50a6  50;  fine  red  and  wrappery  $8al2;  prime 
yellow  at  $7  50a  10;  and  extra  wrappery  $12al4.  The 
accounts  from  Ohio  of  the  coming  crop  are  quite  dis- 
couraging, and  have  caused  some  holders  to  decline 
further  sales  at  present.  The  inspections  of  the  week 
comprise  759  hhds.  Maryland;  447  hhds.  Ohio;  and  16 
hhds.  Kentucky — total  1,222  hhds.  [Balt.  Amer. 

New  Orleans,  June9.  A very  extensive  business 
has  been  transacted  in  the  article,  no  less  than  5,800 
hhds.  having  changed  hands  within  the  last  three  days, 
at  rates  rather  inclining  in  lavor  of  sellers. 

Wheat.  Prices  have  improved,  Pennsylvania  red 
readily  commands  116all7;  in  the  Baltimore  market, 
Maryland  red  110all4;  white  120. 

Wool.  We  note  transactions  in  wool  during  the 
week  to  the  extent  of  about  6,000  lbs.  including  2,500 
lbs.  Saxony  and  Merino  fleece,  at  prices  not  public, 
washed  native  at  30  to  32  cents,  and  unwashed  of  the 
same  kind  at  20  to  21  cents.  The  supplies  that  have 
reached  the  market  are  yet  limited  and  the  demand  is 
good. 
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SCr-ERROR  IN  STATEMENT  OF  STATE  EXPENSES. 
In  the  Register  of  the  15th  May,  page  165,  of  this 
volume,  we  inserted  a table  from  the  Tuscaloosa 
Monitor,  purporting  to  give  the  expenses — execu- 
tive, legislative  and  judiciary — of  the  several  states 
of  the  union.  The  data  from  which  that  table  was 
compressed,  in  some  instances  at  least,  must  have 
been  very  erroneous — or  not  very  recent.  The 
state  of  Maryland,  for  instance,  is  put  down — 

For  executive  . . . $10,950 

Judiciary  . . 23,300 

Legislative  . . . 15.S40 


$50,090 

Whereas  the  treasurer’s  report,  for  1340,  shows 
that  he  paid  for — civil  officers,  who  may  be  termed 
The  executive  . . . $14,682  43 

Judiciary  . . . 40,522  35 

Legislative  . . 6.0,632  01 


$115,836  79 

Some  of  the  other  states,  we  fear,  are  inserted  in 
that  table  with  as  little  claim  to  accuracy. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

COLLECTORS  OF  CUSTOMS. 

James  Hunter,  Savannah,  Georgia,  vice  Abraham 
B.  Fanning,  removed. 

Joseph  O.  Noyes,  PassamaquodJy,  Maine,  vice 
Sullivan  R.  Rowsun,  removed. 

Join  M.  Hale,  Frenchman’s  Bay,  Maine,  vice 
Edward  S.  Jarvis,  removed. 

Charles  J.  Abbott,  Penobscot,  Maine,  vice  Row- 
land H.  Bridgham,  removed. 

Will. am  B.  Smith,  Machias,  Maine,  vice  William 
Brown,  removed. 

George  Thatcher,  Belfast,  Maine,  vice  Nathaniel 
M.  Lowrey,  removed. 

George  Allen,  Waldboro’,  Maine,  vice  Doriny 
McCob,  removed. 

William  Cuad,  St.  Mary’s,  Mary  land,  vice  James 
W.  R iacli,  removed. 

Arnold  Naudain,  Wilmington,  Delaware,  vice 
Henry  Whitely,  removed. 

Nathaniel  F.  Williams,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  vice 
William  Frick,  removed. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  vice  George 
Bancroft,  resigned. 

James  Perrine,  Mobile,  Alabama,  vice  J.  B.  Ho- 
gan. removed. 

Jonathan  Roberts,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
vice  Calvin  B ly the,  resigned. 

Thomas  Gibbs  Morgan,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
vice  Dennis  Pricur,  removed. 

Willis  H.  Arnold,  Pearl  River,  Mississippi,  vice 
Isaac  W.  Jewitt,  removed. 

Thomas  J.  Charlton,  Edenton,  North  Carolina, 
vice  Robert  M.  Nexen,  removed. 

William  C.  Lord,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
vice  Lewis  H.  Marsteiier,  removed. 
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NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

Martin  Durlaide,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  vice 
Henry  D.  Peire,  removed. 

Isaac  P.  Davis,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  vice  Isaac 
O.  Barnes,  removed. 

SURVEYORS. 

Silowith  S.  Whipple,  Eastport,  Maine,  vice  Eze- 
kiel Foster,  removed. 

Bazelleel  Cushman, Portland,  Maine,  vice  Stephen 
W.  Eaton,  removed. 

William  Floyd,  Town  Creek,  Maryland,  vice 
James  R.  Thompson,  removed. 

J.  Washington  Tyson,  Philadelphia, vice  George 
W.  Ritter,  removed. 

John  Willock,  Pittsburg,  vice  Robert  H.  Kerr, 
removed. 

Isaiah  Wing,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  vice  J.  B.  War- 
ren, removed. 

Philip  J Gray,  Camden,  New  Jersey,  vice  Morris 
Orovall,  removed. 

APPRAISERS. 

Richard  Coe,  Philadelphia,  vice  Henry  Simpson, 
removed. 

Samuel  Spackman,  Philadelphia,  vice  Thomas 
Stewart,  removed. 

Abraham  Inskeep,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  vice 
Shelden  S.  Clark,  resigned. 

land  officers. 

Registers. 

Thomas  Scott,  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  vice  James  S. 
McGinnis. 

Hiram  Decker,  Vincennes,  Indiana,  vice  A.  Ba- 
dolet. 

Josiah  D..  Weston,  Muscoday,  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory, vice  John  V.  Ingersoll. 

James  Watson  Riley,  Lima,  Ohio,  vice  John  P 
Helfenstein. 

Henry  Harrison,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  vice  Benjamin 
R.  Petriken. 

Garret  Elkin,  Springfield,  Illinois,  vice  Marvel- 
lous Easlham. 

William  Ross,  Burlington,  Iowa,  vice  Enos  Lowe. 

Paraclete  Potter,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory, vice  A.  B.  Merlon. 

James  Scott,  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  vice  Mason 
J.  Hurell. 

Receivers. 

Daniel  G.  Garnsey,  Dixon,  Illinois,  vice  John 
Dement. 

John  Beard,  Crawfotdsville,  Indiana,  vice  Marks 
Crume. 

Ralph  Guild,  Jackson,  Missouri,  vice  Felix  G, 
Allen. 

Stoddard  Judd,  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin  Territory, 
vice  L S.  Pease. 

Joseph  C.  Hawkins,  Burlington,  Iowa,  vice  Ver- 
plank  Van  Antwerp. 

Levi  Sterling,  Muscoday,  Wisconsin  Territory, 
vice  Paschal  Bequette. 

North  east  boundary  survey.  The  N.  Y. 
Commercial  says:  “'1  he  accuracy  of  col,  Bouchetle’s 
survey  of  1817,  has  been  questioned  by  the  report 
of  Messrs.  Feaiherstoehaugh  and  Mudge;  but  in  a 
recent  elaborate  report  on  the  subject  of  tho  bounda- 
ry, col.  B.  not  only  vindicates  tho  correctness  of  his 
operation,  hut  establishes  the  total  incongruity  and 
fallacy  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Feathers  ton  ha  ugh. 
'Pile  report  is,  wc  understand,  now  in  the  hands  of 
her  majesty’s  ministers. 

This  paragraph  appears  as  a note  to  a biographical 
sketch  of  col.  Bouchctte,  in  a late  Quebec  Gazette. 
We  suppose  there  never  was  a more  unworthy,  de- , 
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ceptive  and  untrue  public  document  than  that  sa  ne 
Mr.  Featherstonhaugh’s  report;  certainly  never  was 
one  more  speedily  and  effectually  annihilated  by 
demonstration  of  utter  worthlessness.  Even  tho 
English  papers  seem  to  have  soon  become  ashamed 
of  it.  Since  the  first  week  or  two  after  its  produc- 
tion in  parliament  we  have  never  seen  it  quoted  or 
even  mentioned." 

'The  Commercial  does  not  place  too  low  an  esti- 
mate upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Featherstonbaugh. — 
Mr.  F.  never  put  foot  upon  much  more  than  a tithe 
of  the  territory  which  he  disposes  of  in  his  report 
with  a mere  dash  of  the  pen.  It  must  hove  disgust, 
ed  every  honorable  Englishman,  and  is  regarded  as 
iniquitous  and  ridiculous  in  the  United  Sutes. 

Population  of  the  United  States.  The  fol- 
lowing table  was  furnished  to  the  senate  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  that 
bodyr 

Statement  showing  the  aggregate  in  ihe  population 
of  the  several  states  and  territories  and  in  ihe 
District  if  Columbia  under  the  last  census,  dis- 
tinguishing the  number  of  whites,  free  persons 
of  color,  and  all  other  persons,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained  at  this  lime. 


Stales  aud 
territories. 

i 

| White  po- 
j pulation. 

Free  color 
ed  persons 

j All  other 
| persons. 

Q 

£ 

Maine 

500,438 

1,358 

501,793 

N.  Ham. 

284,036 

537 

1 

284,574 

Mass. 

729.030 

8,666 

1 

737,699 

R.  Island 

105,587 

3,238 

5 

108,830 

Conn. 

301,856 

8,105 

17 

309,948 

Vermont 

291,216 

730 

291,948 

N.  York 

2,378,890 

50,027 

4 

2,428,921 

N.  Jersey 

351,588 

21,044 

674 

373,308 

Penn. 

1,676,115 

47,854 

64 

1,724,033 

Delaware 

58,561 

16,919 

2,605 

78,085 

Mary  I’d 

317,717 

62,020 

89,495 

469,232 

Virginia 

740,966 

49,842 

448,987 

1,239,797 

N.  Car. 

484, 870 

22,732 

245,817 

753,419 

S.  Car. 

259,084 

8,270 

327,038 

594,398 

Georgia 

407,695 

2,753 

280,844 

691,392 

Alabama 

335,185 

2,039 

253,532 

590,756 

Miss. 

179,074 

1,366 

195,21  i 

375,651 

Louis’a 

153,98: 

24,368 

165,219 

344,570 

Tenn. 

640,627 

5,52- 

183,059 

829,510 

Kcnt’y 

IT2 

CO 

to 

7,309 

182,072 

776,923 

Ohio 

1,502,127 

17,342 

c 

1,519,407 

Indiana 

673,698 

7,165 

£ 

685,866 

Illinois 

472,354 

3,598 

331 

476,183 

Missouri 

323,888 

1,574 

58,24t 

383,762 

Arkansas 

77,174 

46.' 

19,935 

97,574 

Mich. 

2!  I,56( 

707 

212,267 

Flo.  Ter 

27,728 

820 

25,559 

54.107 

Wis.  do 

30,566 

176 

8 

30.752 

Iowa  do. 

42.86' 

15 

18 

43,035 

D.of  Col. 

30,657 

4,361 

4,694 

43,712 

14.181,575 

186,06! 

!,483,53( 

17.051.180 

17,051,18i> 

Lafayette  Parish,  Louisiana,  not  includ- 
ed in  the  above  7,832 

Estimated  population  of  Carter  county, 

Kentucky,  not  included  3,000 

17,062,012 

Seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United 

States  June  l,  1840  6,100 

Total  population  of  the  U.  States  17,008,112 


274 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  3,  1841— DEBATE  ON  THE  McLEOD  CASE. 


Commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Uniter 
States.  The  Madisonian  learns  from  the  annua 
statement  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  the  senate  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the  imports  during 
the  year  1840  amounted  to  $107,141,519,  of  which 
there  were  imported  in  American  vessels  $92,802,- 
352,  and  in  foreign  vessels  $14,339,167. 

The  expohts  during  the  same  year  amounted  to 
$132,085,  of  which  $1 13,895,634  were  ot  domestic, 
and  $18,190,312  of  foreign  articles.  Of  domestic 
articles,  $'.(2,030,898  were  exported  in  American 
vessels,  and  $21,864,736  in  foreign  vessels.  Of 
the  foreign  articles,  $13,591,359  were  exported  in 
American  vessels,  and  $4,598,953  in  foreign  vessels. 

Shipping.  During  the  same  year  1,576,946  tons 
of  American  shipping  entered,  and  1,646,000  tons 
cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Of 
foreign  shipping,  712,363  tons  entered,  and  706,484 
tons  cleared  during  the  same  period. 

District  tonnage.  The  registered  ton- 


nage for  the  year  is  stated  at  899,764 

Enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage,  at  1,176,694 

And  fishing  vessels  at  104,304 

Tons,  2,180,76 

Tons  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  136,926 


Tonnage  of  shipping  built.  The  total  tonnage 
of  shipping  built  in  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1840, 
amounted  to — 

Registered,  66,121 

Enrolled,  62,187 

Tons,  118,309 

COMPARISON  OP  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Amount  of  exports  as  above  stated,  $132,085,946 

Amount  of  imports  do  107,141,519 


Excess  of  exports  over  imports,  $24,944,429 

ARMY. 

Col.  Worth  in  Florida.  This  officer,  who  has 
just  taken  command  in  Florida,  has  issued  an  order 
suspending  all  negotiations  with  the  Indians,  and  re- 
voking all  passports,  except,  we  suppose,  a line  from 
Harney.  The  Savannah  Republican,  in  noticing 
his  arrival  in  the  territory,  says: — “G'oL  Worth  com- 
mences his  campaign  at  a most  inauspicious  season, 
surrounded  by  all  the  difficulties  with  which  his  pre- 
decessors have  contended,  with  no  less  than  1200 
men  sick  and  the  number  increasing.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  would  be  unreasonsable  to  expect 
much  for  the  present,  for  it  should  be  remembered 
that  those  soldiers  who  sicken  at  this  season  are  al- 
most invariably  disqualified  from  doing  more  than 
garrison  duty  for  the  remainder  of  the  summer. — 
The  experience  of  the  five  last  years  abundantly 
proves  this  assertion.” 

NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Ohio  and  Preble  sailed  from  Toulon 
on  the  8th  inst.,  the  former  for  the  United  States — 
the  latter  for  Mahon. 

The  general  naval  court  martial  convened  at  the 
navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  on  the  4th  instant,  adjourned 
on  the  10th.  The  person  tried  was  Henry  Gar- 
burth,  leader  of  the  band  of  the  ship  North  Carolina, 
on  charges  of  “disobedience  of  orders”  and  “muti- 
nous conduct.” 

The  court  was  composed  of  the  following  officers: 
captains  M.  C.  Perry,  (president,)  Benjamin  Cooper, 
William  D,  Salter,  commanders  Silas  H.  Stringham, 
Hiram  Paulding,  J.  D.  Williamson,  Jas.  McIntosh, 
Phil.  Hamilton,  judge  advocate. 

United  States  exploring  squadron.  The  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  says: — The  United 
States  naval  lyceum  will  forward  letter  bags  for  the 
United  States  exploring  squadron  in  a few  days. — 


Letters,  postage  being  paid  to  New  York,  will  be 
taken  from  the  post  office  and  duly  forwarded. 

The  Rasselas,  at  Boston,  from  river  of  Plate, 
touched  off  Montevideo  3d  ult.,  and  reports  U.  S. 
ship  Concord,  capt.  Boerum,  all  well.  The  R.  left 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  April  29,  U.  S.  schooner  Enter- 
prise, commander  Goldsborough,  all  well. 

Lieut.  Hunter's  invention.  The  Germ.  We  no- 
tice with  great  gratification  the  arrival  at  the  navy 
yard  in  this  city,  of  the  experimental  steam-vessel 
of  lieut.  Hunter  in  thirty-two  hours  from  Norfolk. 

The  Germ,  as  she  is  most  appropriately  named, 
is  propelled  by  lieut.  Hunter’s  submerged  propellers, 
of  which  our  readers  have  before  seen  some  notice 
taken  in  our  columns. 

We  cannot  too  highly  estimate  the  value  of  such 
an  invention  as  this,  and  of  that  of  Ericson,  recently 
tested  on  the  ship  Neptune  on  her  passage  outward 
to  Havana  and  homewards.  Should  they  prove  suc- 
cessful, as  we  have  for  some  time  past  believed  they 
would,  their  value  to  the  nation  as  a means  of  extin- 
guishing effectually  the  whole  steam  armament  of 
the  ordinary  construction  of  any  nation  which  may 
attack  us,  will  be  beyond  computation. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he  has 
sought  to  secure  to  the  country  the  benefits  of  these 
inventions,  by  sending  an  experienced  naval  con- 
structor (Mr.  Rhodes)  to  New  York  immediately  af- 
ter the  return  there  of  the  Neptune,  that  he  might 
possess  himself  of  the  facts  relative  to  the  opeiations 
of  Ericson’s  propellers  during  her  trip,  and  by  the 
means  adopted  to  bring  into  the  public  servics  the 
invention  of  lieut.  Hunter. 

The  Germ  performed  the  trip  from  Gosport  yard 
to  Washington  in  32  hours,  a distance  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles,  or  thereabouts — and  making 
at  times  nine  miles  per  hour. 

This  is  but  a germ,  it  is  believed,  of  what  she  can 
do.  The  invention,  it  is  believed,  will  also  prove 
invaluable  to  the  inland  commerce  of  the  country, 
as  no  greater  wake  or  swell  is  produced  by  the  action 
of  this  propeller  than  by  the  motion  of  an  o dinary 
boat,  propelled  by  sails  or  otherwise,  at  the  same 
speed. 

The  Germ  is  believed  to  be  the  smallest  steam 
vessel  ever  sent  to  sea,  being  of  but  9 feet  beam  at 
the  water  line,  and  of  50  feet  in  length,  drawing  hut 
2 feet  water,  and  possessing  6 horse  power.  Her 
propellers  are  5 feet  in  diamelar,  superficies  of  each 
paddle  ^ a square  foot. 

In  passing  through  Hampton  Roads  against  a 
heavy  head  sea  and  in  the  face  of  a strong  N.  E. 
blow,  her  engine  performed  the  usual  number  of  re- 
volutions, and  worked  as  steadily  as  in  smooth  water, 
giving  conclusive  proof  of  the  safety  and  fit  adapta- 
tion of  these  propellers  for  sea  navigation. 

The  well  established  fact,  that  the  speed  of  a ves- 
sel is  accelerated  by  an  increased  diametar  of  the 
paddle  wheels,  leaves  no  doubt  that  a vessel  on  lieut. 
Hunter’s  plan  may  be  propelled  as  rapidly  as  one  of 
equal  size  by  the  propellers  now  in  common  use. 

This  little  steamer  is  indeed  a “germ”  of  great 
promise.  It  was  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  navy  soon  after  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  his  office  in  March  last,  and  by  his  char- 
acteristic discrimination  and  promptness  of  action, 
he  has,  within  the  short  period  of  three  months,  at 
trilling  expense  to  the  country,  constructed  and  put 
in  operation  this  vessel,  and  thereby  practically  tes- 
ted this  important  invention.  [ Madisonian . 

Steam  revenue  cutters.  The  Boston  Daily  Adver- 
tiser is  strongly  urging  the  propriety  of  employing 
steam  cutteis  in  the  revenue  service,  and  adduces 
an  ample  list  of  instances  in  which  that  species  of 
vessels  could  have  rendered  most  important,  nay  in- 
valuable services  in  the  cause  ol  humanity,  and  been 
instrumental  in  saving  not  only  life  but  property  to 
an  immense  amount.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  Advertiser  is  right,  and  none  whatever,  that  its 
suggestions  should  be  adopted  by  the  Government. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  McLEOD  CASE. 

IN  SENATE,  THURSDAY,  JUNE  10. 

The  question  before  the  senate  being  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hives,  to  refer  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  relates  to  our  foreign  affairs  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  having 
concluded  his  remaiks  on  the  subject — 

Mr.  Rives  lose  in  reply,  and  commenced  by  ob- 
serving .that,  as  a member  of  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations,  it  was  fit  and  necessary  that  he 
should  offer  some  remarks  on  the  subject  which 
had  thus  been  urged  on  the  notice  of  the  senate. — 
Nothing  could  present  a more  striking  example  of 
the  tendency  of  all  subjects  discussed  in  our  public 
bodies  to  assume  a party  character,  than  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Buchanan),  which  had  just  been  submitted  to  the 
senate.  The  gentleman  had  commenced  by  a dis- 
claimer— most  honestly  uttered,  Mr.  R.  had  no 
doubt — of  the  influence  of  any  thing  like  party  feel- 
ings in  what  he  should  say;  and  yet  he  had  hardly 
entered  upon  the  threshold  of  his  subject,  when  the 
habitual  and  unconscious  bias  of  a party  man,  as 
the  senator  frankly  avowed  himself  to  be,  exhibited 
itself  in  a manner  too  unequivocal  to  be  mistaken. 

All  who  have  had  occasion  to  treat,  in  our  legis- 
lative halls,  questions  such  as  that  now  presented 
lothe  notice  of  the  senate,  must  have  felt  how  dif- 
ficult it  often  is  to  reconcile  the  impulses  of  an 
American  spirit  with  the  measure  and  reserve 
which  might  seen  to  be  due  to  the  natural  suscepti- 
bilities of  foreign  powers.  In  the  view  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  of  the  aggravated  charac- 
ter of  the  outrage  perpetrated  in  the  destruction  of 
the  “Caroline,”  Mr.  R.  said  he  heartily  concurred. 
The  gentleman  had  not  uttered  a word  in  reproba- 
tion of  that  transaction  to  which  his  heart  and  his 
judgment  did  not  respond.  But  the  very  terms  in 
which  the  senator  denounced  and  characterised  the 
aggression,  made  it  a national  wrong,  to  be  redress- 
ed by  national  means,  and  not  to  be  avenged  by  vi- 
siting the  responsibilities  of  this  public  offence  on 
the  head  of  such  an  instrument  as  Alex.  McLeod, 
if,  indeed,  he  were  at  all  an  actor  in  the  scene,  as 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  he  was  not. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  should  endeavor,  in  the  outset, 
to  recall  the  discussion  to  its  true  merits — to  the 
question  of  international  law,  which  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  adverted  to  only  in  the 
close  of  his  remarks.  He  should  place  it  in  the 
foreground  of  the  argument,  because  by  it  only  can 
the  conduct  of  the  administration,  in  the  particular  in 
which  it  is  now  impugned,  be  fairly  tried  and  judg- 
ed. He  would  not  go  back  to  recapitulate  the  his- 
tory of  the  controversy  respecting  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline,  further  than  to  show  the  new  position 
which  the  question  assumed  immediately  upon  the 
accession  of  the  present  administration  to  power. 

This  unwarrantable  outrage,  involving  a violation 
of  the  national  sovereignty  over  our  territory,  as 
well  as  the  destruction  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
American  citizens,  was  committed  in  December, 
1837,  and  aroused  a general  feeling  of  indignation 
throughout  the  union.  Our  minister  at  London, 
under  the  instructions  of  the  government  here,  ad- 
dressed, in  May,  1838,  a representation  to  the  Bri- 
tish government  on  the  subject,  to  obtain  a “dfsa- 
vowal  and  disapproval  6f  the  act,  and  also  such  re- 
dress as  the  nature  of  the  case  required.”  Notwith- 
standing the  enormity  of  the  outrage,  as  painted  in 
this  very  communication  of  our  minister  at  London, 
drawn  up  in  conformity  to  instructions  from  Wash- 
ington, the  late  administration,  the  senator’s  politi- 
cal friends,  in  whom  he  thinks  there  was  no  want  of 
energy  in  prosecuting  the  demand  for  redress,  actu- 
ally slept  over  this  national  injury  from  May,  1838, 
to  March,  1841,  when  they  went  out  of  power!  And 
so  profound  was  their  slumbertliat,  in  a late  debate 
in  the  house  of  commons,  Ihe  British  secretary  of 
state  for  colonial  affairs  (lord  John  Russell)  stated 
that  the  complaint  of  the  American  government 
was,  for  a long  period,  considered  as  dropped.  It  i9 
true,  that  Mr.~  Stevenson,  who  could  not  but  feel 
the  awkward  contrast  between  the  lofty  tone  of  his 
communication  to  lord  Palmerston,  in  May,  1838, 
and  the  patient  acquiescence  which  followed  the 
long  continued  silence  of  the  British  government, 
did,  in  July,  1839,  write  to  Mr.  Forsyth  to  know  if 
he  should  renew  the  subject  with  lord  Palmeiston, 
and,  if  so,  the  degree  of  urgency  he  should  adopt. 
To  which  Mr.  Forsyth  replied  no;  “the  president 
expects,  from  the  tone  of  Mr.  Fox’s  conversa- 
tion, that  the  British  government  will  answer  your 
application  in  the  case,  without  much  further 
delay.”  But,  in  point  of  fact,  no  answer  wa9 
given  by  the  British  government  down  to  the  peri- 
od of  the  late  administration’s  exit  from  power. 

All  this  while,  then,  the  destruction  of  the  “Ca- 
roline” stood  unexplained  and  unavowed  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  and  there  was  nothing  of  a con- 
clusive nature  to  determine,  whether  it  was  to  b» 
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viewed  as  an  authorised  act  of  an  individual  or  as 
the  public  act  of  the  British  authorities.  In  this 
state  of  things,  McLeod,  in  November  last,  came 
into  the  state  of  New  York,  and  having,  from  his 
idle,  and,  as  is  now  universally  believed,  false 
boasts,  incurred  the  suspicion  of  having  been  a 
guilty  and  conspicuous  actor  in  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline,  he  was  arrested  and  indicted  upon  a 
charge  of  murder  and  arson.  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  13th 
of  December,  demanded  of  the  government  of  the 
U.  States  the  liberation  of  McLeod,  on  the  ground 
“that  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  is 
well  known  to  have  been  a public  uct  of  persons  in 
her  majesty's  service  obeying  the  order  of  their  supe- 
rior authorities.”  Their  demand  was  refused,  be- 
cause the  government  of  the  U.  States  had  no  light 
to  interfere  with  the  judicial  tribunals  of  N.  York, 
which  had  taken  cognizance  of  the  case;  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Forsyth 
stated  that  “if  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  wa3 
a public  act  of  persons  in  her  majesty’s  service, 
obeying  the  order  of  their  superior  authorities,  the 
fact  has  not  been  before  communicated  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  U.  States  by  a person  authorised  to 
make  the  admission;  and  it  will  be  for  the  court, 
which  has  taken  cognizance  of  the  offence  with 
which  McLeod  is  charged  to  decide  upon  its  vali- 
dity, when  legally  established  before  it.”  Mr.  Fox, 
recurring  to  the  same  subject,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  of  the  29th  December,  1840,  stated  that 
“he  was  not  authorised  to  pronounce  the  decision  of 
her  majesty’s  government  upon  the  remonstrance 
which  had  been  addressed  to  it  by  the  U.  States 
against  the  act  in  question.” 

Thus  stood  the  question  at  the  accession  of  the 
present  administration.  The  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline had  not  as  yet  been  avowed  by  the  British  go- 
vernment as  a public  and  authorised  act.  But  on 
the  12th  of  March,  eight  days  after  the  inaugura- 
tion of  president  Harrison,  Mr.  Fox  addressed  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Webster,  secretary  of  state,  informing 
him  that  he  was  then  instructed  by  his  government 
to  state  that  “the  transaction,”  (the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  U. 
States),  “on  account  of  which  McLeod  was  arrest- 
ed, was  a transaction  of  a public  character,  planned 
and  executed  by  persons  duly  empowered  by  her 
majesty’s  colonial  authorities  to  take  any  steps  and 
to  do  any  acts  which  might  be  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  her  majesty’s  territories,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  her  majesty’s  subjects;  and,  consequent- 
ly, that  those  subjects  of  her  majesty  who  engaged 
in  that  transaction  were  performing  an  act  of  public 
duty,  for  which  they  cannot  be  made  personally  and 
individually  answerable  to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of 
any  foreign  country.”  Upon  these  grounds,  he  was 
instructed  to  demand  again  from  the  government  of 
the  United  States  the  immediate  release  of  Alexan- 
der McLeod. 

This  communication  of  the  British  minister  gave 
a new  aspect  to  the  subject,  and  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  American  cabinet  a grave  ques- 
tion, of  the  first  importance  in  the  intercourse  and 
responsibilities  of  nations.  The  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  lor  a supposed  participation  in  which 
McLeod  had  been  arrested  and  indicted  in  the 
courts  of  New  York,  was  now  avowed  by  the  Bri 
tish  government  to  have  been  an  act  of  public  mi- 
litary force,  planned  and  executed  by  the  compe- 
tent public  authorities,  in  alleged  defence  of  her 
majesty’s  territories,  and,  as  snch,  was  justified  by 
her  majesty’s  government  at  home.  However  un- 
warrantable the  act,  from  that  moment  it  could  be 
viewed  only  a3  a national  wrong,  the  full  responsi- 
bility of  which  was  assumed  by  the  Biitish  govern- 
ment, and  in  which  the  individuals  concerned  were 
but  irresponsible  instruments,  acting  under  orders 
which  they  were  implicitly  bound  to  obey. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  present  adminis- 
tration was  called  on,  within  the  first  week  of  its 
official  existence,  to  decide  what  course  was  due  to 
the  national  honor  in  this  new  attitude  of  things. — 
They  could  not  but  admit  that,  by  the  principles  of 
public  law,  as  recognised  and  sanctioned  by  the 
uses  of  all  civilized  nations,  persons  engaged  in  mi- 
litary or  naval  enterprises,  under  the  orders  of  their 
lawful  superiors,  could  not  be  held  individually  re- 
sponsible for  what  was  done  in  the  execution  of 
those  enterprises.  McLeod,  however,  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  and 
by  regular  judicial  process  only  could  he  be  dis- 
charged. Tile  executive  authority  had  no  right  to 
interpose  its  arm  for  his  release.  What,  then,  was 
the  an3werof  the  administration  to  the  communica- 
tion of  the  British  government?  It  wa3  such  as  Mr. 

R.  believed  (he  senate  would  feel  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  honest  national  pride  of  every  Ame- 
rican bosom.  It  was,  in  substance,  this,  for  he  had 
not  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  state  then  before 
him:  You  (the  British  government)  now  avow 

the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  as  a public  act  of 


military  and  naval  force,  done  under  your  authority. 
Henceforward  McLeod  and  others,  who  acted  un- 
der your  orders,  must  stand  excused  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.  Let  the  courts,  in  the  exercise  of  the  ju- 
risdiction which  of  right  belongs  to  them,  allow  his 
plea  of  immunity  and  discharge;  but  we  hold  you 
responsible  in  his  place,  through  all  those  modes  of 
international  redress  which  the  code  of  nations  has 
provided  for  the  prosecution  or  vindication  of  na- 
tional rights.  “The  American  people,”  (and  here, 
said  Mr.  R.  I use  in  part,  the  very  words  of  the  an- 
swer returned  by  the  secretary  of  state),  “not  dis- 
trustful of  their  ability  to  redress  public  wrongs  by 
public  means,”  i3  incapable  of  the  poor  revenge  of 
pursuing  an  individual  for  a national  offence,  in 
which  he  was  but  the  instrument  of  his  government. 

Mr.  Rives  appealed  to  the  senate — to  the  senti- 
ment of  American  pride — to  that  Roman  spirit 
which,  he  believed  yet  survived  in  the  bosoms  of 
his  countrymen,  to  say  whether  such  a reply  was 
not  worthy  of  the  country  and  the  government? — 
“ Parcere  subjeclis  et  debellare  superbos ” was  the  dic- 
tate of  a lofty  and  magnanimous  spirit,  whether  in 
individuals  or  in  states.  Historians  have  recorded 
the  conduct  of  the  Roman  senate  on  the  occasion  of 
their  ambassador  being  killed  by  the  subjects  of 
Demetrius,  one  of  the  most  powerful  princes  of  an- 
tiquity. Demetrious  delivered  up  the  perpetrators 
of  the  act  to  the  Romans;  but  the  senate,  suspect- 
ing that  he  had  connived  at  or  encouraged  the 
crime,  immediately  sent  back  the  individual  offend- 
ers, notifying  Demetrius  that  they  would  hold  the 
sovereign,  and  not  the  subject,  responsible.  Is  it  in 
following  the  example  of  that  proud  republic  that  the 
honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania  finds  a ground 
for  imputing  to  the  administration,  in  the  case  of 
McLeod,  a want  of  proper  national  tone  and  spirit? 

But  the  senator  tells  us,  also,  that  he  dissents  en- 
tirely from  the  views  of  the  administration  in  re- 
gard to  the  principle  of  international  law  involved 
in  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Fox  and  the  se- 
cretary of  slate.  What  is  the  principle  thus  denied? 

I cite  it,  as  the  honorable  senator  did,  from  the  let- 
ter of  instructions  to  the  attorney  general.  It  is 
there  laid  down  in  the  following  words: 

“There  is,  therefore,  now  an  authentic  declara- 
tion, that  the  attack  oil  the  Caroline  was  an  act  of 
public  force,  done  by  military  men,  under  the  orders 
of  their  superior  officers,  and  is  recognised  as  such 
by  the  queen’s  government.”  “That  an  individual 
forming  part  of  a public  force,  and  acting  under  the 
authority  of  his  government,  is  not  to  be  held  an- 
swerable as  a private  trespasser  or  malefactor,  is  a 
principle  of  public  law,  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of 
all  civilized  nations,  and  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  no  inclination  to  dispute.” 

The  senator  from  Pennsylvania  contends  that  this 
doctrine  is  applicable  only  to  a state  of  open,  for- 
mal and  declared  war.  In  this  I beg  leave  to  differ 
from  him.  It  is  applicable  to  every  case  of  mili- 
tary aggression  committed  by  military  men,  acting 
in  obedience  to  their  superior  authorities,  whether 
it  be  in  a state  of  general  and  formal  war  or  not. — 
What  is  the  reason  of  the  thing?  Let  us  not  slick 
in  the  letter,  but  look  to  the  considerations  on  which 
the  rule  is  founded.  Why  are  soldiers  and  military, 
men  not  held  responsible  tor  acts  of  violence  and 
trespass  committed,  in  military  operations,  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  another  nation? 
Because  in  those  acts  they  are  the  mere  instruments 
of  a higher  power,  bound  imperatively  by  their  al- 
legiance to  yield  their  services  at  the  call  of  the 
constituted  authorities  of  their  country,  and  to  obey 
implicitly  the  orders  of  their  commanding  office  s. 

It  is  not  for  the  soldier  or  the  volunteer  (for  they 
both  stand  on  the  same  ground)  to  inquire  into  the 
justice  or  legality  of  the  orders  he  receives.  His 
duty  is  obedience,  while  the  responsibility  for  his 
orders  is  with  his  sovereign,  or  ttie  superior  officers 
who  issue  them.  And  here  I beg  leave  to  refer  the 
honorable  senator  to  his  favorite  authority,  (Vat- 
tel),  from  which  he  read  an  extract,  which  I shall 
presently  show  completely  sustains,  when  properly 
understood,  the  position  he  used  it  to  assail.  The 
passage  1 am  about  to  read  refers  to  the  case  of  a 
wanton  and  unjust  war,  of  so  flagrant  a character  as 
to  expose  the  sovereign  who  wages  it  to  the  unani- 
mous reprobation  of  the  whole  family  of  nations. — 
The  author  there  says: 

“But,  as  to  the  reparation  of  any  damage,  are 
the  military,  the  general  officers  and  soldier,  obliged 
in  consequence  to  repair  the  injuries  which  they 
have  done,  not  of  their  own  will,  but  as  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  their  sovereign?”  “It  is  the  duty 
of  subjects  to  suppose”  the  orders  of  the  sovereign 
“just  and  w ise,”  &c.  “When,  therefore,  they  have 
lent  their  assistance  in  a war  which  is  afterwards 
found  to  be  unjust,  the  sovereign  alone  is  guilty. — 
He  alone  is  bound  to  repair  the  injuiies.  The  sub- 
jects, and  in  particular  the  military,  are  innocent; 
they  have  acted  only  from  a necessary  obedience.” 


“Government  would  be  impracticable,  if  every  one 
of  its  instruments  were  to  weigh  its  commands,” 
&.c — Vattel,  b.  iii,  c.  11,  sec.  187. 

In  this  passage,  both  the  rule  and  the  reason  of 
it,  respecting  the  immunity  from  individual  respon- 
sibility of  persons  employed  in  militaiy  operations, 
are  laid  down  in  the  most  comprehensive  terms. — 
They  are  regarded  as  mere  instruments  in  the  hands 
of  the  sovereign  or  superior  authorities;  as  much  so, 
in  effect,  as  the  bayonets  they  ply  or  the  cannon 
they  discharge.  The  rule,  too,  is  expressed  in 
terms  so  large  and  comprehensive  as  to  apply  to 
every  kind  of  war,  in  regard  to  its  character  for  jus- 
tice, and  to  every  degree  of  war,  in  respect  to  for- 
mality, duration  and  extent.  There  are  many 
forms  and  varieties  of  the  state  of  war.  In  general, 
a declaration  of  war  is  required,  to  constitute  a so- 
lemn or  formal  war.  But  “defensive  war  requires 
no  declaration,  nor  even,  on  urgent  occasions,  an 
express  order  from  the  sovereign.”  [Yattel,  b.  iii, 
c.  4,  sec.  66.]  So  as  to  reprisals,  and  other  specific 
and  partial  acts  of  hostility.  They  are  not  accom- 
panied with  a declaration  of  war,  and  yet  they  are 
public  wars,  though  of  the  imperfect  sort.  Ruther- 
ford, an  able  writer  on  the  law  of  nature  and  of 
nations,  has  well  described  these  various  degrees 
and  denominations  of  war.  He  says; 

“If  one  nation  seizes  the  goods  of  another  nation 
by  force,  upon  account  of  some  damage,  &c.  such 
contentions  by  force  are  reprisals.  There  may  be 
likewise  other  acts  of  hostility  between  two  nations 
which  do  not  properly  come  under  the  name  of  re- 
prisals, such  as  the  besieging  each  other’s  towns,  or 
the  sinking  of  each  other’s  fleets,  whilst  the  nations 
in  other  respects  are  at  peace  with  one  another.  These 
are  public  wars,  because  nations  are  the  contending 
parties.  But,  as  they  are  confined  to  some  particu- 
lar objects,  they  are  of  the  imperfect  sort,  &c. — B. 
ii.  c.  9,  s.  10. 

Of  these  informal  and  imperfect  wars,  neither  ac- 
companied with  a declaration  of  war,  norextending 
into  general  and  continued  hostilities,  the  examples 
in  modern  times  are  very  numerous.  Not  to  speak 
of  the  memorable  attack  on  Copenhagen,  we  have 
had,  in  our  own  day,  repeated  instances  of  these 
local,  partial  and  isolated  hostilities,  amounting, 
nevertheless,  during  their  continuance,  to  a state  of 
war,  and  carrying  with  them  all  the  legal  conse- 
quences of  that  state.  One  instance  was  too  fresh 
in  his  recollection,  Mr.  R.  said,  having  occurred 
during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  France,  and 
furnished  too  apt  an  illustration  of  the  principles 
under  discussion,  not  to  justify  a passing  notice. 
While  the  tyrant  Don  Miguel  was  on  the  throne  of 
Portugal,  he  practised  the  grossest  atrocities,  not 
only  on  Iris  own  subjects,  but  on  foreigners  resident 
in  his  kingdom.  The  subjects  of  France  came  in  lor 
a large  share  of  these  injuries  and  indignities.  Fail- 
ing to.obtain  suitable  reparation  for  them  by  negotia- 
tion, France  resorted  first  to  reprisals  on  the  Portu- 
guese flag;  but  these,  too,  failing  of  their  desired  ef- 
fect, she  despatched  a squadron  under  admiral  Rous- 
sin,  which  forced  the  entrance  of  the  Tagus,  and 
passing  through  the  fire  of  the  fortress  which’ line 
its  banks,  and  anchored  within  gunshot  of  the  royal 
palace.  The  required  concessions  were  speedily 
yielded  to,  this  vigorous  display  o.f  force,  and  admi- 
ral Roussin  returned  in,  a levy  days  to  Brest,  with 
the  whole  Portuguese  fleet  in  his  train,  as  the  tro- 
phy of  his  sudden  and  successful  coqp-de-main. 
Here  was  no  formal  or  declared  war.  It  was  an 
isolated  act  of  force.  And  yet  will  any  one  contend 
that  if  a sailor  of  admiral  Roussin  had  been  after- 
wards found  in  Portugal,  he  could  have  been  made 
personally  answerable  for  the  loss  of  life  or  destruc- 
tion of  property  which  may  have  attended  the  ope- 
ration in  which  he  bore  a part? 

But  Mr.  R.  said  he  would  hasten  to  present  to 
the  senate  a most  respectable  authority  on  the  laws 
ol  nations,  which  is  direct  and  explicit  to  the  point 
in  question.  Before  doing  so,  he  would  merely  pre- 
mise that  the  legal  effects  attributed  by  publicists 
to  a state  of  war  related,  first,  tq  the  impunity  of 
individuals  lor  any  injury  to  person  or  property 
they  might  commit  in  the  execution  of  military 
operations,  and,  secondly,  to  the  right  of  property 
acquired  in  goods  taken  by  one  beligerent  from 
another.  The  passages  he  was  about  to  read  from 
Rutherford  would  show  that  both  of  these  conse- 
quences applied  as  well  to  imperfect  and  inf'oimal 
wars,  to  reprisals,  and  to  isolated  acts  of  hostility, 
as  to  wars  of  the  more  formal  and  solerq  kind.  First, 
he  says: 

“The  external  lawfulness  of  what  is  done  in  a 
war,  in  respect  of  the  members  of  a civil  society, 
extends  to  public  wars  of  the  imperfici  sort,  to  acts 
of  reprisals,  or  to  other  acts  of  hostility,”  (k c. — |fu« 
therforth,  b.  ii,  c.  9,  s.  15. 

And  again  he  says; 

“Neither  the  reason  of  the  thing  nor  the  common 
practice  of  nations-  will  give  them  any  other  impy. 
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riity,  or  allow  thorn  any  otherwise  to  obtain  properly 
i'i  what  is  taken,  u lu  re  war  has  been  declared,  than 
in  the  less  solemn  kinds  ot  war.  which  are  made 
without  a previous  declaration,”  See.  ‘ In  the  less 
■Solemn  kinds  of  war,  what  t he  members  do.  who 
bet  under  the  particular  direction  and  authority  of 
tn  ir  nation,  is  by  the  law  ol  nations  no  personal 
crime  in  them;  they  cannot,  therefore,  be  punished 
consistently  with  this  law  for  any  act  in  which  it 
considers  them  only  as  the  instruments,  and  the  na- 
tion as  the  agent.” — Idem,  b.  ii,  c.  9,  s.  18. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  put  one  more  case,  and 
only  one  more,  in  order  to  bring  more  immediately 
home  to  the  senate  the  principle  we  have  been  dis 
cussing.  He  referred  to  the  attack  upon  the  frigate 
Chesapeake.  It  occurred  in  a time  of  profound 
peace,  on  the  bosom  or  one  of  our  great  estuaries, 
and  within  the  jurisdiction  ol  his  own  native  com- 
monwealth. Would  gentlemen  have  held  the  sailors 
and  marines  of  the  Leopard  personally  amenable  to 
our  laws,  and  avenged  the  national  insult  upon 
them?  I presume  not. 

[Mr.  Benton,  speaking  across:  I would  have  hang- 
ed every  one  of  them.] 

The  senator  from  Missouri,  we  all  know,  said 
Mr.  R.  loves  a summary  mode  of  proceeding,  but 
Mould  such  an  act  have  been  recognised  by  civiliz- 
ed nations,  and  approved  by  the  general  sense  ol 
mankind?  For  the  sake  of  rescuing  the  conflicts 
of  war  from  the  cruelties  and  bilterness  of  personal 
revenge,  the  principle  of  individual  immunity  has 
been  established  by  the  code  of  nations;  and  I rather 
think  that  the  senator  himself,  upon  reflection. 
Mould  have  pursued  a nobler  course.  He  would 
have  obeyed  the  suggestions  of  a loftier  chivalry, 
and  directed  his  demands  for  redress  to  the  offend 
ing  sovereign,  and  not  have  wreaked  his  vengeance 
upon  an  involuntary  instrument  and  an  unresisting 
victim. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  show  that 
the  passage  read  by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
fiom  Vattel,  and  on  which  he  so  confidently  relied 
to  assail  and  overthrow  the  position  assumed  by  the 
administration  in  relation  to  the  principle  of  public 
law  involved  in  the  case  of  McLeod,  was,  in  truth, 
an  authority  directly  andexpressly  sustaining  that 
position.  Let  11s  again  read  the  passage  which  the 
gentleman  cited  from  the  author,  b.  ii,  c.  6,  s.  74 
and  75.  It  consists  of  two  sections.  The  first  is 
in  the  following  words: 

‘•But  if  a nation  or  its  chief  approves  and  rati- 
fies the  act  of  the  individual,  it  then  becomes  a 
public  concern;  and  the  injured  party  is  to  consider 
‘he  nation  as  the  real  author  of  the  injury,  of  which 
the  ci.'.'zen  was>  perhaps,  only  the  instrument.” 

Now,  this  describes  identically  the  case  of  Mc- 
Leod. in  reference  to  the  binning  and  destruction  of 
the  Caroline.  The  act  has  been  approved  and  rati- 
fi  d by  the  British  government,  and  consequently, 
in  the  words  of  Vattel,  it  “then  becomes  a public 
question”  between  nation  and  nation,  in  which  the 
government  ot  the  individual  is  the  real  and  only 
responsible  party.  But  the  honorable  senator  pass- 
ed slightly  over  this  section,  and  dwelt  with  parti- 
cular emphasis  on  ttie  75: It  section,  which  immedi- 
ately follows,  and  is  in  these  words; 

“If  the  offended  state  has  in  her  power  the  indi- 
vidual wlio  has  done  the  injury  she  may,  without 
scruple,  bring  him  to  justice  and  punish  him.  II 
he  has  escaped  and  returned  to  his  own  country, 
she  ought  to  apply  to  the  sovereign  to  have  justice 
done  in  the  case,” 

The  senator  from  Pennsylvania  read  this  section 
as  if  it  applied  to  tile  same  case  supposed  in  the 
preceding  section,  to  wit:  where  the  act  has  been 
approved  and  raiified  by  the  sovereign.  But  it  is 
perfectly  evident  from  the  last  sentence  of  the  sec- 
tion that  it  does  not;  for  it  would  he  idle  and  absurd 
to  apply  to  a sovereign  to  have  justice  done  upon 
his  subject,  when  he  had  already  ratified  ami  ap- 
proved the  act  of  that  subject.  This  section,  there- 
fore, must  necessarily'  contemplate  the  case  where 
the  act  of  a foreign  subject  has  not  been  approved 
and  ratified  by  his  sovereign,  and  affirms  the  pi i n 
ciple  that,  in  such  case,  the  offended  state  may,  by 
virtue  of  her  jurisdiction  over  all  persons  within 
her  territory,  punish  the  offending  individual, 
though  a foreigner,  il  she  have  him  in  her  power. 
It  does  not  contradict,  in  any  degree,  the  principle 
laid  down  in  the  preceding  section,  that,  where  the 
act  has  been  approved  and  ratified  by  the  sovereign, 
he  13  responsible  for  the  injury,  and  the  individual 
is  to  be  regarded  only  as  the  instrument.  It  is  an 
universal  rule  of  interpretation  that,  where  there 
is  an  apparent  conflict  between  parts  of  the  same 
authority  or  law,  such  a construction  shall  he  made, 
if  possible,  as  will  give  effect  to  both.  The  ob- 
vious explanation  given  above  of  these  two  sec- 
tions of  Vattel  satisfies  this  rule,  as  well  as  the 
plain  import  of  the  text. 


The  senator  from  Pennsylvania  put  a case  which 
he  seemed  to  suppose  would  fairly  test  the  princi 
|ile  of  international  law  involved  in  this  discussion. 
He  asked  if  col.  McNab  should,  under  the  orders 
of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Canada,  seize  ami  rob 
the  mail  ot  the  United  Slates,  could  he  set  up  his 
orders  as  a bar  to  a prosecution  for  such  an  offence 
in  the  American  courts?  The  case  put  has  not  the 
remotest  analogy  to  the  case  ot  McL“od.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  be  a common  felony,  incapable 
of  being  sheltered  under  any  plea  of  military  obe- 
dience. The  duty  of  a military  man  can  never 
lay  him  under  the  obligation  ot  becoming  a high- 
way robber.  The  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  on  the  other  hand,  however  unjustifiable 
upon  any  sound  application  of  the  principles  ol  in- 
ternational law,  is  shown  by  all  the  correspon- 
dence and  documents  relating  to  it  to  have  been  a 
military  and  naval  operation,  governed  by  all  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  military  service  and  subor- 
dination. 

1 come  now  (said  Mr.  R ) to  notice  some  of 
those  topics  of  party  discrimination  which  the  ho- 
norable senator  from  Pennsylvania,  notwithstand- 
ing his  usual  parliamentary  courtesy,  scattered 
with  no  stinted  hand  in  the  progress  of  his  obser- 
vations. He  told  ns  of  some  mysterious  panic 
which  seemed  to  have  seized  upon  the  minds  of 
men  in  regard  to  our  relations  with  England,  ex- 
tending to  government  and  people.  The  gentle- 
man seemed  to  insinuate  that  it  was  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  panic  that  the  attorney  general  was 
despatched  with  fiery  speed  to  Lock  port,  attended 
by  a gallant  and  distinguished  general  officer  of  the 
at  my,  (major  general  Scott),  to  shield  McLeod 
from  impending  danger.  In  order  to  complete 
this  fancy  pictuie,  the  honorable  senator,  for  the 
want  of  other  material,  brought  in  the  precipitate 
return  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  as  the  effect 
of  this  same  panic  at  Washington!  If  the  public 
journals  have  not  grossly  falsified  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  affair,  the  return  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean squadron  w as  ow  ing  to  communications  ad- 
dressed directly  to  its  commander  by  the  American 
minister  at  London;  and  if  there  was  any  panic  in 
the  case,  the  gentleman  must  fix  it  elsewhere  than 
at  Washington,  bo  far  was  the  government  from 
being  privy  to  this  movement,  that  the  Brandywine, 
the  avant-courier  of  the  returning  squadron,  had 
+10  sooner  dropped  her  anchor  within  our  waters, 
than  she  was  sternly  and  promptly  ordered  back  to 
her  station. 

Mr.  R said  he  did  not  exactly  apprehend  for 
what  purpose  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  had 
alluded  to  the  mission  of  major  general  Scott  to  the 
frontier,  in  company  with  the  attorney  general;  but 
there  seemed  to  be  an  intimation  that  it  was  to  pro- 
tect McLeod  from  the  anticipated  violence  of  popu- 
lar excitement. 

[Mr.  Buchanan  promptly  disclaimed  any  such  al- 
lusion.] 

Mr.  Rives.  I am  hanpy  to  find  mysplf  mistaken 
in  what  l supposed  to  have  been  the  meaning  of  the 
honorable  senator.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform 
him,  from  a document  now  before  me,  (a  letter  of 
governor  Seward  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  17th 
March  last),  tor  what  puipose  this  gallant  defender 
of  his  country  in  w ar  amt  guardian  of  her  honor  in 
peace  was  sent  to  the  frontier.  It  was  lor  an  object 
strictly  in  accordance  with  his  own  noble  calling — 
to  meet  the  possible  contingency  of  an  invasion  of 
a portion  of  our  territory  from  the  adjoining  pro- 
vince— a calling  to  which,  I must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  distinguished  officer,  already  covered  with 
glory  by  his  deeds  in  arms,  had  added  a new  illus- 
tiation  by  his  assiduous  and  successful  efforts  to 
maintain  the  tranquillity  of  our  frontier,  and  to  pre- 
serve Itom  interruption,  as  yet  the  peace  of  two 
great  and  kindred  nations. 

I beg  leave  (said  Mr.  R.)  to  ask  the  senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  what  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment he  finds  the  evidence  of  an  unbecoming  spirit 
of  concession  to  the  demands  of  the  British  go- 
vernment? The  Biitish  minister,  “in  the  name  of 
his  government,  formally  demanded  the  immediate 
release  of  Alexander  McLeod.”  Was  the  demand 
granted?  No,  sir;  il  was  firmly  refused,  ami  that 
refusal  victoriously  placed  on  grounds  intimately 
connected  with  the  sanctity  of  American  i 11st it u • 
lions.  The  Bi  itish  minister  informed  the  secretary 
of  state  that  her  majesty’s  government  is  “of  opi- 
nion that  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line was  a justifiable  employment  of  force  lor  the 
purpose  of  defending  the  Biitish  territory  from  the 
unprovoked  attack  of  a band  of  British  rebels  and 
American  pirates,  who,  having  been  permitted  to 
arm  and  organize  themselves  wilhin  the  territory  ol 

I the  United  States,  had  actually  invaded  and  occu- 
pied a portion  of  the  territory  of  her  majesty.” 
How  was  this  met?  By  controverting  every  point 
in  the  justification,  intervening,  in  the  course  of  the 


reply,  a new,  just  and  powerful  defence  of  the  high 
moral  character  of  our  legislation  and  policy  on  the 
subject  ol  neutral  obligations,  and  “holding  up  the 
mirror,”  to  1 hi-  British  government,  leflecting  the 
aggravations  and  enormities  ol  the  ifis'i  notion  ol  the 
Caroline  in  a fight  and  colors  so  vivid  as  to  lead,  it 
is  hoped,  to  a reconsideration  ol  that  act.  revolting 
alike  to  humanity  and  to  our  national  sensibility  and 
honor. 

The  honorable  senator  complimented  our  minis- 
ter at  London  lor  the  able  and  eloquent  manner  in 
w hich  he  had  presented  this  subject  to  the  British 
government.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  abate  a ‘ jot  or 
tilth;”  from  the  praises  bestowed  by  the  senator 
upon  this  distinguished  citizen  of  iny  own  state;  but, 
without  disparagement  to  him,  l may  ask,  when 
before  has  so  powerful  and  graphic  a picture  of 
that  outrage,  speaking  to  the  moral  and  almost  to 
the  bodily  sense,  been  exhibited  as  in  the  following 
extract  of  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr. 
Fox? 

“It  must  be  show’ll  that  admonition  or  remon- 
strance to  the  persons  on  board  the  ‘Caroline’  was 
impracticable,  or  would  have  been  unavailing;  it 
must  be  shown  that  day-light  could  not  be  waited 
for;  that  there  could  be  no  attempt  at  discrimination 
between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty;  that  it  would 
not  have  been  enough  to  seize  and  detain  the  ves- 
sel; but  that  there  was  a necessity,  present  and  in- 
evitable,Tor  attacking  her  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  while  moored  to  the  shore,  amt  while  un- 
armed men  were  asleep  on  board,  killing  some  and 
wounding  others,  and  then  drawing  her  into  the  cur- 
rent, above  the  cataract,  setting  her  on  fire,  and 
careless  to  know  whether  there  might  not  be  in  her 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  or  the  living  with  the 
dead,  committing  her  to  a late  which  lids  the  ima- 
gination with  horror.” 

Was  there  any  . want  of  American  spirit  in  all 
this?  No,  sir,  no.  The  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line being  at  iength  avowed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment as  a public  act,  the  administration  could  not 
but  feei  that  it  was  unworthy  of  its  own  character 
and  of  the  character  of  the  nation,  to  dignify  a miser- 
able and  subordinate  instrument  who  may  have  been 
employed  in  it,  by  making  him  the  selected  object 
of  national  vengeance.  It  could  not  but  feel  also 
that  the  principle  of  public  law  which  exempts 
these  subordinate  instruments  from  individual  re- 
sponsibility for  acts  done  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
petent public  authorities  is  a pi inciple  founded  in 
reason  and  humanity,  and  recognised  bv  the  uni- 
versal practice  of  civilized  n.itions.  What,  then, 
did  it  become  a high-minded  and  honorable  govern- 
ment to  do,  under  these  circumstances?  Frankly 
and  unreservedly  to  admit  the  principle — to  put  it- 
self in  the  right— and  to  do  whatever  should  de- 
volve on  it  as  a moral  and  responsible  power,  to  fulfil 
and  maintain  the  right.  It  had  a higher  game — a 
nobler  mission  than  to  make  war  upon  McLeod 

It  would  not  comply  with  t tie  demand  10  release 
him,  for  that  was  not  of  its  province;  but  thinking 
that  I he  courts,  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  proper 
jurisdiction,  ought  to  release  him,  and  charged  w ith 
the  international  relations  of  the  country,  it  1 el t 
itself  called  on,  without  interfering  with  the  func- 
tions of  an  independent  department  ot  the  govern- 
ment, to  contribute  its  moral  influence  in  support 
ol  a great  principle  of  international  intercourse,  on 
the  due  observance  of  which  the  harmony  of  na- 
tions essentially  depends.  The  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States  was,  therefore,  furnished,  from 
the  archieves  of  the  government,  with  authentic 
evidence  of  the  avowal  by  the  Biitish  government 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  as  a public  act 
done  under  its  authority,  and  was  instructed  to  visit 
the  scene  of  McLeod’s  trial  with  the  single  view  of 
placing  that  evidence  at  Ins  disposal,  and  of  seeing 
that  he  had  the  lull  benefit  of  the  constitional  pro- 
vision which  secures  to  “the  accused,  in  all  crimi- 
nal prosecutions,  the  right  to  a speedy  and  public 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury — to  be  confronted  with 
the  witnesses  against  him — to  have  process  lor  ob- 
taining witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the  as- 
sistance of  counsel  for  his  defence.”  To  have 
done  less  under  the  circumstances  ot  the  case, 
would  have  been  to  betray  a sacred  duty  which 
the  government  owes  to  itself,  to  the  country,  to  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
nations. 

But  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  that 
the  administration  should  have  been  restrained  from 
yielding  to  these  dictates  of  duty  and  humanity,  by 
a sentiment  of  sell  respect,  in  consequence  of  w hat 
he  denominates  a menace  contained  in  the  commu- 
nication ol  Mr.  Fox.  I11  what  does  the  gentleman 
find  this  menace?  In  these  words:  “Her  majesty’s 
government  entreats  tile  president  ol  the  United 
States  to  take  into  his  most  deliberate  consideration 
the  serious  nature  of  the  consequences  which  mu9t 
ensue  irom  a rejection  of  this  demand,”  Now,  sir. 
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however  earnest  this  language,  I must  say  I see 
lnore  of  depreciation  than  of  menace  in  it.  From 
\vh*n  school  ol'  deploinacy  the  honorable  senator  has 
drawn  the  sensitive  ami  fastidious  standard  he  ap- 
plies to  this  communication,  1 know  not.  But  1 
.have  thought  that,  in  this  practical  and  utilitarian 
age,  notions  so  jealous  and  so  sublimated  had  given 
place  to  directness  and  simplicity  of  speech,  and 
that  an  appeal  to  the  candid  reflection  of  a foreign 
government  on  the  consequences  which  might  en- 
sue from  theomission  or  performance  ol  certain  acts, 
if  made  in  a tone  of  courtesy  and  friendly  expostu- 
lation, was  alwa\  s held  to  be  admissible,  and  some- 
times, indeed,  pioper. 

It  is  a little  leinarkable  that  language  almost  iden- 
tical with  this,  in  a letter  of  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  For- 
s\th,of29h  D eember  last,  should  have  passed 
without  arousing,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  jea- 
lons  sensibilities  of  gentlemen.  In  that  letter,  Mr. 
Fox  says  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 

‘•I  cannot  but  see  the  very  grave  and  serious  con- 
sequences that  must  ensue  if,  besides  the  injur}'  al- 
ready inflicted  upon  Mr.  McLeod,  of  a vexatious 
and  unjust  imprisonment,  any  further  harm  may  be 
done  him  in  the  progress  of  tills  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding.” 

But  I must  say,  Mr.  President,  that  punctilios 
like  these  are  not  ol  substance  sufficient,  in  my 
opinion,  to  occupy,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  the 
grave  discussions  of  a body  like  the  senate  of  the 
U.  States.  The  calm  dignity  of  conscious  strength 
is  not  prone  to  be  astute  in  imagining  orsuspectmg 
insult.  It  is  ever  self  poised  and  collected  repos- 
ing on  the  sense  of  its  power,  and  the  justice  of 
its  cause.  Such,  I trust  will  ever  be  the  attitude 
and  bearing  ol'  this  gallant  republic  of  ours.  Least 
of  all  will  it  permit  itself  to  be  restrained  from  do- 
ing what  is  right  by  the  most  unworthy  of  all  fears 
— “the  fear  of  bping  thought  afraid.” 

The  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  seems  to  have 
forgotten  the  illustrious  and  honored  name  which 
was  at  the  head  of  this  government  when  its  course 
was  taken  in  regard  to  the  affair  of  McLeod.  He 
indulged  himself  in  painting  to  the  senate  the 
haughty  mien  and  indignant  defiance  with  which 
he  supposes  Andrew  Jackson  would  have  treated 
the  demand  of  the  British  minister  if  he  had  still 
held  the  reins  of  power.  Though  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans  was  not  then  in  the  chair  of  state,  one,  his 
compeer  in  boldness,  in  fearlessness,  in  dignity  — 
one  who  had  been  familiar  with  every  form  of  dan- 
ger in  the  field,  and  was  not  to  be  daunted  bv  the 
reflection  of  terrors,  real  or  imaginary,  in  the  cabi- 
net— one  whom  the  people  of  America  had  select- 
ed for  his  military  and  civil  services  to  fill  the  seat 
which  Washington  had  occupied — a veteran  who 
never  shrank  from  a contest  with  British  power, 
lace  to  face,  was  there.  Does  the  gentleman  sup- 
pose that  he,  too,  was  panic-stricken? 

The  senator  from  Pennsylvania  may  d smisS  his 
apprehensions,  that  the  honor  of  the  country  will 
be  compromised  in  trie  hands  of  those  to  whom  the 
nation  has  entrusted  its  keeping.  The  chief  magis- 
trate, who  now  so  worthily  fills  the  place  of  the 
lamented  Hanisoli,  has  given,  in  a life  of  honorable 
and  patriotic  service,  pledges  on  which  the  coun- 
try can  reposp.  He  has  announced  the  maxims  of 
his  policy  towards  foreign  powers  in  terms  which 
cannot  but  command  the  universal  assent — to  render 
justice  to  till,  submitting  to  injustice  from  none;  and 
white  sedulously  cultivating  the  relations  of  yea  ce  and 
amity  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  esteeming  it  ' his  most 
imperative  duty  to  see  that  the  honor  of  the  country 
shall  sustain  no  blemish  ” To  these  sentiments  of 
the  president,  we  find  a faithful  echo  in  the  language 
of  the  secretary  of  state  in  'he  close  of  his  letter  7o 
Mr.  Fox:  “This  republic  does  riot  wish  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  woild.  Its  object  is  peace,  its 
policy  peace.  But  still  it  is  jealous  of  its  rights, 
and  among  otheis,  and  most  especially  of  the  right 
of  tlie  absolute  immunity  of  its  territory  from  ag- 
gression abroad;  and  these  rights  it  is  the  duty  and 
determination  ol  this  government  fully,  and  at  all 
times,  to  maintain,  while  it  will  at  the  same  time 
as  scrupulously  ref  rain  from  infringing  on  the  rights 
of  others.”  In  sentiments  such  as  these,  we  have 
an  abundant  guaranty  that  nothing  will  be  done  or 
suffered  by  the  present  administration  which  shall 
strike  us  from  the  high  rank  among  the  nations 
where  the  virtuous  struggles  of  our  ancestors  have 
placed  us,  and  that  ii  will  steadily  pursue  the  noble 
and  comprehensive  rule  of  action  laid  down  by  one 
of  our  eaily  and  most  illustrious  presidents,  to  me- 
rit the  character  if  a just,  and  to  maintain  that  of  an 
independent  nation,  prefering  every  consequence  to 
insult  and  habitual  wrong. 

FRIDAT,  JONE  11. 

Mr.  Choate  regretted  to  be  obliged  to  consume  a 
moment  ot  the  crowded  time  of  the  senate  in  a dis- 
cussion which  could  produce  no  practical  results. 
But  the  subject  was  forced  upon  the  friends  of  the 


secretary  of  state  and  of  the  administration;  it  pos- 
sessed a good  deal  of  interest  intrinsically,  and  there- 
fore, holding  a place  upon  the  committee  on  loreign 
relations,  to  whom  it  might  bethought  appropriately 
to  belong,  he  ventur-d  to  submit  a few  thoughts  upon 
it  less  maturely  considered  than  lie  could  have 
wished.  He  feared  he  could  add  little  to  the  splendid 
and  masterly  speech  of  the  senator  lrom  Virginia, 
( Mr.  Rives). 

I contest  (he  proceeded)  that  when  I read,  a few 
days  since,  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  stale  to 
Mr.  Fox,  on  which  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Buchanan ) has  commented,  it  seemed  to  me 
written  with  much  ability,  and  that  it  ought  to  and 
would  satisfy  the  judgment  and  leelings  of  the  whole 
American  people.  The  views  it  presented  I thought 
sound,  clear  and  some  of  them  new;  the  manner 
not  an  unimportant  consideration;  good,  frank,  de- 
cided, not  rude,  not  boisterous,  not  timid;  and  the 
whole  tone,  temper  and  spirit  elevated,  national, 
American — worthy  of  the  man,  the  cause  and  (lie 
country.  The  objections  taken  to  it  in  this  debate 
seemed  to  me  to  be  its  essential  merits.  By  con- 
ceding just  what  he  did,  and  by  denying  just  what 
he  did,  he  bad  gone  far,  I thought,  to  withdraw  this 
controversy  about  the  Caroline  from  the  false  posi 
tion  it  rest  upon;  and  to  place  it  on  such  grounds  that 
it  may  be  adjusted  with  ease  and  honor,  or,  if  we 
must  fight,  that  may  carry  into  battle  the  approbation 
of  our  own  consciences,  and  the  supports  of  a just 
pride. 

So  the  letter  struck  my  mind.  Other  gentlemen, 
or,  at  least,  one  other,  regard  it  differently.  And 
in  the  first  place  a doubt  is  intimated  by  the  distin- 
guished senator  from  Pennsylvania  whether  the  con- 
cession of  the  secretary  that  a person  in  the  asserted 
predicament  of  McLeod  is  entitled  to  immunity, 
assumes  an  accurate  position  of  international  law. 
He  argues  that  it  does  not;  and  he  holds  the  opinion 
that  we  may  well  enough  hang  that  person  for  rob 
bery  and  murder;  that  we  may  do  this  in  entire 
conformity  with  t tie  received  ameliorated  codes  of 
international  law  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
without  justly  bringing  on  ourselves  a murmur  ol 
disapprobation  from  any  ol  the  families  of  man, 
or  any  individual  of  any  family.  Sir,  let  us  pause 
for  a moment  on  this  great  questions  of  the  na- 
tions. 

VV hat  is  the  concession  of  the  secretary  of  state? 
Why  only  and  exactly  this:  lhat  a soldier  or  sailor — 
de  facto  such — actually  engaged  in  a military  or 
naval  enterprise  of  force,  under  the  authority,  in 
obedience  to  the  command  of  his  government,  and 
keeping  hims-lf  wiillin  the  scope  of  that  authority, 
is  not  guilty,  as  the  law  of  nations  is  administered 
to  day,  of  a crime  against  the  municipal  code  of  the 
country  upon  which  tie  thus  helps  to  carry  war;  ttiat 
he  is  not  punishable  as  for  such  crime  by  that  cotin 
try;  and  that  the  responsibility  rests  upon  his  own 
government  alone  to  answer,  as  nations  answer  for 
their  crimes  to  their  equals.  That  is  the  concession. 
He  does  not  deal  at  all  with  the  case  of  a soldier 
straggling  away  from  his  colors  lo  commit  a solitary 
and  separate  murder.  He  does  no?  deal  with  a case 
of  alledged  excess  of  authority.  He  supposes  him  to 
obey  t he  precise  diiectioris  of  his  government,  and, 
so  doing,  he  declares  him  clothed  with  a personal 
immunity. 

It  lias  been  said  in  some  of  the  discussions  of  this 
subject,  although  not  here,  tiiat  McLeod  left  the 
Caroline  after  the  whole  object  of  the  enterprise 
had  been  accomplished,  and  committed  an  nnne 
cessary  and  distinct  and  malicious  murder  on 
shore.  I can  say  only  to  this  lhat  no  such  fact 
forms  any  part  of  the  basis  of  the  opinion  of  the 
secretary.  He  had  eithpr  never  heard  of  it,  or  he 
disbelieved  it,  or  he  assumed  that  the  courts  of 
law  or  the  attorney  general  would  allow  its  proper- 
influence  to  a discriminating  circumstance  so  im- 
portant. 

It  yon  turn  to  the  fourth  page  of  his  letter  you 
may  see  that  Ihe  murder  lor  w hicli  he  supposes  Mc- 
Leod is  indicted  was  “a  murder  alledged  to  have 
been  committed  in  t fie  attack;”  forming  an  insepara- 
ble, very  painful  part  of  the  entire  military  violence 
exerted  to  capture  and  destroy  the  vessel,  and  not 
succeeding.  For  the  purposes  of  the  concession,  he 
takes  for  true  the  express  declaration  of  Mr.  Fox, 
“that  the  transaction  on  account  of  which  Mr.  Me 
Leod  has  been  arrested  and  is  to  be  put  on  his  trial,” 
including  the  homicide  as  an  unavoidable  incident  in 
it,  “was  a public  transaction”  conducted  by  her  ma- 
jesty’s government. 

Such  is  the  concession.  I have  Ihe  honor  tosub- 
mit.^irsf,  that  the  concession  is  right  in  point  of  in- 
ternational law;  and  then,  that  it  wms  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  state  to  make  it,  and  of  the  govern- 
ment to  act  upon  it,  exactly  as  it  was  made  and  acted 
upon. 

In  entering  on  this  investigation,  then,  you  ob- 
serve that,  to  a certain  distance,  we  proceed  on  all 


sides  of  the  senate  harmoniously  together.  Thus, 
it  is  admitted  by  the  senator  Iroin  Pennsylvania,  and 
by  every  body,  that  persons  taken  fighting,  or  lor 
having  fought,  in  the  battles  of  an  open,  general  re- 
gularly declaie  w ar,  are  not  responsible  as  for  crime 
committed  by  the  act  of  fighting  against  the  coun- 
try which  they  devastate  and  wrap  in  mourning  and 
blood.  They  b come  technically  prisoners  ol  war. 
As  such,  on  a principle  of  policy,  as  a mode  of  pro- 
secuting war,  ttiey  are  subjected  to  restraint;  impri- 
soned. held  to  ransom,  exchanged,  and  otherwise 
disposed  of,  with  more  or  less  indulgence  and  huma- 
nity. according  to  circumstances.  But  criminals, 
robbers,  murderers,  by  the  act  of  fighting,  although 
the  act  involved  the  destruction  of  property  and  Ihe, 
they  are  not,  by  the  theory  or  practice  of  any  civi- 
lized race  ol  men. 

Thus  far  we  proceed  together.  On  this  admitted 
principle  we  all  stand;  and  from  this  we  all  take 
our  departure.  The  truth  is,  the  nations  have  agreed, 
and  that  agreement  makes  the  taw  of  nations,  that  it 
is  a duty  and  a virtue  in  the  individual  citizen,  his 
first  duty,  his  highest  virtue,  to  be  obedient  to  his 
own  government.  They  hare  agreed  to  regard  him, 
as  our  own  Decatur,  the  eldest  Decatur,  said  of  his 
children,  as  the  property  of  his  country.  Whither- 
soever he  goes,  whatsoever  he  does,  wheresoever 
lie  lies  down  slain  in  battle,  in  obedience  to  her 
sacred  and  parential  command,  it  is,  as  the  general 
i ule,  not  imputed  to  him  for  crime  at  all.  His  na- 
tion, his  nation,  the  collective  natural  person,  must 
answer  it  on  the  high  places  of  the  world,  and  lo  the 
whole  extent  of  the  undefinable  responsibilities  of 
war. 

If.  therefore,  McLeod  had  been  one  of  those  bo- 
dies of  troops  which  during  the  last  war,  occasion- 
ally passed  our  line  of  boundary,  burning  our  dwel- 
lings and  killing  oil r people,  and  had  been  taken  even 
at  the  time,  and  with  the  red  hand,  fie  could  not  have 
been  declared  guilty  of  a crime  against  any  law  of  a 
state  or  of  ihe  union. 

Selling  out  from  Ibis  admitted  principle,  the  real 
question  is.  whether  the  special  circumstances  under 
which  McLeod’s  government  sent  him  forth  to  this 
midnight  work  of  strife  and  blood,  withdraw  from 
ttie  protection  of  t tie  principle  of  individual  immu- 
nity with  which  humanity  and  wisdom  have  reliev- 
ed and  adorned  the  law  of  nations.  What  were 
those  special  circumstances!  Exacily  these.  He 
was  a soldier  or  sailor,  de  facto,  for  the  time,  for  the 
act,  in  a military  and  naval  expedition  of  foice, 
planned  and  sent  abroad  by  his  own  legitimate  go- 
vernment, having  the  right  to  exact  his  service  lo 
the  last  drop  of  Iris  blood:  sent  abroad,  not  to  plun- 
der, but,  as  it  represented  to  him  when  it  called  him 
out  of  his  bed,  and  disclosed  its  purpose,  to  do  an 
act  ior  the  defence  of  the  country  lie  lived  in  against 
invasion!  This  expedition  was  a single  act,  not 
preceded  nor  followed  by  any  other;  it  was  preced- 
ed by  no  deciaialion  of  war,  and,  as  this  govern- 
ment alleges,  it  was  unjustifiable.  Such  were  ihe 
circumstances;  and  the  question  we  debate  is,  do 
they  withdraw  him  from  the  principle  of  personal 
responsibility? 

Let  me  say,  then,  first,  that  in  proceeding  to  de- 
termined whether  that  principle  shall  or  not  be  ap- 
plied to  a given  special  case  arising  in  the  ever-va- 
rying developments  of  things,  the  inclination  of 
civilized  states  will  be,  and  ought  to  be,  to  take  the 
principal  largely  and  liberally  in  favor  of  individual 
immunity,  and  of  exclusive  national  responsibility. 
Every  motive  which  operated  to  introduce  ttie  prin- 
ciple into  the  law  of  nations  at  first,  is  a motive  to 
an  enlarged  and  benignant  construction  and  appli- 
cation of  it  to  day.  Its  adoption  or  ginally  marked 
a vast  advance  on  the  ferocious  systems  of  what  we 
call  natural  society.  It  was  a grand  triumph  of 
reason  as  well  as  humanity.  Policy  and  wisdom 
carried  the  world  up  to  it,  as  well  as  right  feeling. 
It  was  resorted  to  to  relieve  war  of  its  horrors  while 
it  lasted;  to  make  it  easier  to  go  back  lo  peace, 
which  is  the  true  condition  ol  inan;  to  ameliorate 
the  stem  lot  of  the  millions  whom,  in  one  age  and 
in  one  country  and  another,  lorce  or  patriotism 
crowds  into  the  ranks  of  their  country;  and  to  lilt 
up  war  itself  from  a vulgar  and  dreary  business  of 
general  butchery  to  a sendee  ol  glory,  in  which 
great  souls  may  engage  without  degradation  and 
without  deterioration.  These  were  the  motives  in 
which  the  principle  was  made  part  at  first  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  every  one  of  them  is  a motive 
to  give  it  the  most  expanded  application  in  the  light 
of  this  better  day.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  Ihe  brightest 
glories  ol  civilization.  Do  not  cause  it  to  be  dim- 
med by  a penurious  ami  reluctant  interpretation  and 
application!  To  do  so  would  be  to  misconceive  the 
direction  in  which  the  world  is  moving.  I do  not 
know  when  wars  shall  wholly  cease,  but  I believe, 
I trust,  lhat  as  the  world  comes  nearer  to  that  time, 
it  will  regard  war  more  and  more  every  day  s«  an 
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enormous  evil  if  a necessary  evil,  and  will  desire  to 
relieve  it  more  and  more  every  day,  by  the  offices 
of  Christian  and  of  chivalrous  forbearance  towards 
individual  actors,  struck  down,  disarmed,  and  unre- 
sisting. 

Giving,  then,  to  the  law  of  personal  immunity 
that  enlarged  effect  which  the  time  and  the  country 
demand,  let  us  attend  to  the  special  circumstances, 
one  by  one,  which  mark  the  case  of  McLeod,  and 
see  if  they  do  or  do  not  leave  him  the  protection 
which  is  thrown  round  the  captive  of  open,  regular 
war. 

In  the  first  place,  observe  that  the  expedition  on 
which  he  went  out  was  an  expedition  of  war.  It  was 
not  an  expedition  to  rob  the  mail,  or  to  rob  a hen  roost, 
or  to  throw  an  assassin  or  spy  into  an  enemy’s  camp, 
by  which  happy  analogies  we  have  had  it  illustrat- 
ed. It  was  an  enterprise  of  war;  undertaken  under 
the  iron  responsibilities,  surrounded  by  the  iron 
rights  of  war.  Its  exact  legal  denomination  is  “in- 
formal, insolemn  hostility.”  Let  us  call  things  by 
their  right  names,  and  hold  England  and  hold  our- 
selves up  consistently  to  this  view  of  the  transac- 
tion. Look  at  it.  There  was  a forcible  temporary 
occupation  of  our  territory  by  an  armed  foreign  bo- 
dy, acting  in  organization,  sent  across  by  a loreign 
government,  as  a government,  not  for  plunder,  but 
as  an  alleged  grave  measure  of  state  policy — for  the 
alleged  defence  of  its  own  soil  and  its  own  law 
against  revolutionary  invaders  from  without.  What 
sort  of  act  is  that,  sir?  The  mover  is  a government; 
the  inducement  a high  reason  of  state;  the  instru- 
ments and  the  effects  such  as  ordinarily  do  the  work, 
and  mark  the  giant  tread  of  war.  Armed  men  vio- 
lently assail  a vessel  moored  on  our  waters,  owned 
by  our  citizens,  reposing,  as  we  allege,  beneath  the 
protection,  not  forfeited,  of  the  folds  of  our  flag.  It 
is  the  cry  of  brief,  but  actual  battle,  which  rises 
above  the  murmur  of  that  onward,  unreturning 
stream.  The  peace  of  our  territory  was  disturbed, 
its  sanctity  was  violated,  the  charmed  life  of  an 
American  citizen  was  taken  in  fight,  the  property 
of  an  American  citizen,  itself  part  of  the  general 
wealth  of  the  community,  was  destroyed.  This, 
sir,  in  the  language  ot  the  publicists,  is  “informal 
hostility”  against  the  United  States,  and  the  respon- 
sibility of  England  who  ordered  it  to  be  committed, 
and  the  immunity  of  the  soldiers  who  enforced  the 
order  with  the  bayonet  and  cutlass,  result,  of  course, 
according  to  the  principle  on  which,  as  I have  said, 
we  all  lake  our  stand,  and  in  which  all  publicists 
agree.  I do  not  say  that  by  this  act  England  intended 
to  begin  a war  on  the  United  Slates  or  to  impair 
our  strength,  diminish  our  treasure,  or  insult  our  flag 
as  a nation.  Certainly  not.  But  the  act  which  she 
does  is  to  invade  our  territory  forcibly  and  unlaw- 
fully, lor  the  purpose  of  reaching  and  destroying  the 
property  of  one  of  our  citizens,  which  she  had  no 
right  so  to  reach  and  so  to  destroy,  and  to  effect  that 
purpose  by  military  violence  and  by  shedding  inno- 
cent blood  in  battle.  And  this  act  is  hostility  against 
us,  because  our  rights  are  outraged,  and  they  are 
outraged  by  the  methods  and  the  processes,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  war;  and  because  every  na- 
tion and  every  man  must  be  hoiden  to  intend  the 
acts  which  he  does,  and  their  necessary  conse- 
quences. How  do  you  distinguish  this  proceeding 
from  the  attack  on  Copenhagen,  in  1808,  to  which 
the  senator  from  Virginia  alluded  last  evening? 
What  war  that  transaction?  England,  cherishing  no 
hostile  feeling  against  Denmark,  (for  Denmark,  like 
herself,  was  actually  in  arms  against  the  emperor  of 
the  French),  conceived  a fear  that  that  ancient,  gal- 
lant, but  not  very  powerful  nation  might  fall  before 
him,  in  which  case  her  sixteen  ships  of  war  would 
become  his — a formidable  accession  to  the  strength 
by  which  he  was  urging  forward  his  aim  of  univer- 
sal dominion.  Thereupon  she  sent  admiral  Gambier 
to  Copenhagen,  bombarded  it,  killed  and  wounded 
above  a thousand  persons,  and  carried  off  the  whole 
Danish  fleet.  That  is,  she  forcibly  invades  the  Da- 
nish territory  for  the  purpose  of  possessing  herself 
of  divers  ships,  of  which,  as  against  Denmark,  she 
had  no  right  to  take  possession;  not  for  the  purpose 
of  weakening  or  insulting  her,  but  to  prevent  their 
becoming,  in  other  hands,  the  instruments  of  annoy- 
ance against  herself.  So  here.  She  invades  our 
territory  with  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of  pos- 
sessing herself  of  a vessel,  of  which,  as  against  us, 
she  had  no  right  thus  to  take  possession;  not  to 
weaken  or  insult  us,  but  to  prevent  its  being,  in 
other  hands,  the  instrument  of  annoyance  against 
herself.  The  cases  are  alike  cases  of  informal  war 
against  the  nation  whose  national  rights  are  invaded. 
In  the  affair  of  Copenhagen,  the  object  of  the  in- 
vasion was  the  capture  of  the  Danish  government 
ships.  If,  instead  of  that,  it  had  been  Danish  mer- 
chant ships,  lest  their  cargoes  might  go  to  fill  the 
coffers  of  France,  or  to  transport  French  munitions 
of  war,  would  the  act  have  been  at  all  the  less  an 
act  of  hostility  against  Denmark?  Nay,  if  Denmark 


had  been  neutral,  and  the  object  had  been  to  cut  out 
a French  ship  which  had  fled  to  Copenhagen  for 
shelter,  it  would  still  have  been  a hostile  aggression 
against  Denmark  herself.  The  attack  upon  Copen- 
hagen was  upon  a grander  scale  than  that  upon  the 
Caroline;  more  ships,  more  men,  greater  names,  a 
more  picturesque  arrangement  of  the  spectacle  of 
war.  But  the  essential  character,  the  legal  name,  the 
legal  consequences,  national  and  personal,  were  the 
same.  Sir,  if  one  government  trespasses  on  the  rights 
of  another  by  the  employment  of  warlike  instru- 
ments, it  is,  to  the  extent  of  the  trespass,  war  on  the 
injured  nation. 

But  I advance  to  a second  and  far  more  important 
circumstance.  The  expedition  in  which  he  served 
was  the  act  of  a government  competent  to  compel 
him  to  serve.  Independent  of,  and  prior  to  any  know- 
ledge or  approval  of  the  act  by  the  mother  country, 
it  was  so.  I wholly  reject  the  suggestion  that  this 
daring  enterprise  was  at  first  an  unauthorised  pro- 
ceeding of  individuals,  and  that  it  subsequenly  be- 
came the  act  of  a government  by  ratification.  From 
beginning  to  end  it  was  the  work  of  a government, 
and  of  a government  having  a right  to  exact  McLeod’s 
obedience  to  the  last  drop  of  his  blood.  Who  planned 
and  conducted  the  attack?  The  colonial  authorities. 
Such  is,  for  substance,  the  explicit  declaration  of 
Mr.  Fox.  Such  is  the  legal  conclusion  from  the 
facts  stated  by  sir  Francis  Head  in  his  dispatch  of 
the  20th  of  January,  1833.  Sir,  the  matter  stands 
exactly  thus.  The  colonial  authorities  especially 
empowered  col.  McMab  to  defend  her  majesty’s  ter- 
ritories and  to  defend  her  majesty’s  subjects.  Such 
is  the  concurrent  statement  of  Mr.  Fox  and  sir 
Francis  Head.  For  this  purpose  they  expressly 
empowered  him  to  adopt  all  needful  defensive  mea- 
sures, and  they  thereby  clothed  him  by  inevitable 
implication  with  the  discretionary  power  of  judging 
what  measures  were  needful.  In  the  exercise  of 
that  discretion,  he  judged  this  measure  to  be  need- 
ful, and  he  adopted  it.  Now,  for  the  protection  of 
the  soldiers  by  whom  it  was  achieved,  it  is  precise- 
ly as  if  the  colonial  authorities  had  directly  and  in 
terms  planned  and  commanded  it.  Col.  McNab  for 
this  purpose  conclusively  represented  them.  How 
could  a common  soldier  pronounce  or  conjecture 
that  the  judgment  of  the  official  representative  was 
erroneous?  Sir,  he  had  the  right,  and  was  bound  to 
assume  it  to  be  the  judgment  of  the  colonial  autho- 
rities. And  who  were  they?  Why,  as  between 
them  and  McLeod,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this 
question  of  individual  immunity  as  between  McLeod 
and  ourselves,  they  were  his  rightful  and  only  go- 
vernment. Nice  questions  may  be  moved  on  the 
competency  of  a colonial  government  from  its  su- 
bordinate relations  to  the  imperial  head,  to  set  on 
foot  an  enterprise  of  war.  But  it  is  every  where 
conceded  that  such  a government  may  undertake 
defensive  war.  The  mother  country,  by  the  act  of 
establishing  it,  clothes  it  with  the  power  and  im- 
poses on  it  the  duty  of  defending  itself;  and  it  clothes 
it  also  with  the  power  of  judging  for  itself  in  the 
first  instance  how  that  duty  shall  be  done.  When 
therefore,  it  resolves  that  a particular  measure  of 
war  is  necessary  for  its  defence,  and  that  the  crisis 
requires  a blow  to  be  struck  at  once  and  without 
waiting  tor  advice  from  the  paramount  power  at 
home,  it  may  call  the  whole  colonial  population  to 
arras  by  day  or  night,  and  obedience  to  such  a call 
is  as  rightful  as  unavoidable,  and  as  effective  for  in- 
dividual immunity  as  the  obpdience  of  a conscript 
or  an  impressed  seaman.  Such  was  this  case.  Was 
McLeod  to  say  that  the  colonial  authorities  mis- 
judged on  the  question  of  necessity  They  told  him 
the  defence  of  the  territory  and  of  the  constitution 
of  Upper  Canada  required  this  act.  Did  he  know 
better?  Did  he  command  a wider  horizon  of  view? 
Could  he  be  sure  he  had  all  the  elements  of  a sounder 
opinion?  Consider  that  to  the  colonial  residents  the 
colonial  government  is  every  thing.  It  is  all  of  ma- 
jesty, of  monarchy,  of  aristocracy  that  he  ever  sees 
in  his  life.  To  that  all  his  duties  appear  to  be  owing; 
^nd  consider,  too,  that  the  spirit  of  this  grand  prin- 
ciple of  individual  responsibility  is,  that  bona  fide 
obedience  to  his  actual  and  lawful  government  on 
a requisition  of  warlike  service  shall  never  be  reck- 
oned a crime  in  any  man. 

You  have  before  you,  then,  the  case  of  a govern- 
ment commanding  a subject,  who  was  bound  to 
obey,  to  shoulder  his  musket  for  the  defence  of  his 
country.  It  is  true,  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
tells  us,  that  McLeod  was  a volunteer.  But  he  de- 
duces no  legal  conclusion  from  the  tact;  undoubtedly 
because  he  remembers  that,  by  the  admitted  doc- 
trine of  international  law,  no  distinction  is  recong- 
nised  between  volunteer  and  any  other  soldiers.  He 
will  remember  that  Vattel,  at  page  401,  is  a direct 
authority  for  this.  In  the  reason  of  the  case  there 
can  be  no  distinction.  The  regular  enlisted  soldier 
engages  voluntarily,  at  first,  for  a loDger  term  and 
for  all  service;  the  volunteer  engages  for  a shorter 


term  and  for  a special  service.  But  both  alike  go 
forth  to  execute  an  authoritative  public  will,  and 
both  stand,  therefore,  on  the  same  plan  of  immunity 
and  hazard.  Consider,  sir,  what  a great  concern  of 
all  nations  it  is,  and  of  ours  more  than  all  others,  to 
hold  a rule  of  international  law  on  this  subject  that 
shall  make  their  inhibitants  willing  and  ready  to 
leap  to  arms,  at  half  a moment’s  warning,  at  the  mid- 
night cry  of  their  country. 

You  have,  then,  I repeat,  the  case  of  a govern- 
ment commanding  a subject  to  go  forth  to  an  enter- 
prise of  war.  Why  is  he  not,  then,  within  the  terms 
and  spirit  of  the  great  principle  of  immunity  which 
we  all  agree  surrounds  the  soldier  of  a formal  and 
public  war?  What  are  the  peculiarities  that  dis- 
tinguish this  particular  service  from  the  general 
trade  of  war?  Why,  sir,  they  are  said  to  be  these: 
that  it  was  a single  act  of  hostility,  not  preceded 
nor  followed  by  any  other,  not  preceded  by  a de- 
claration, and  wholly  unjust.  This  is  all  true;  but 
for  the  objects  of  this  inquiry  it  is  w'holly  immeterial: 
Sir,  publicists  and  the  practice  of  nations  recognise 
various  modes,  kinds  and  degrees  of  hostility.  War 
is  not  always  general  or  “perfect,”  nor  is  it  always 
preceded  by  a declaration.  It  sometimes  begins 
and  ends  with  one  single  crushing  blow.  Such  was 
the  attack  on  Copenhagean,  in  1801,  and  that  in 
1808.  It  may  be  limited  to  one  single  act  of  re- 
prisals, by  a single  individual,  under  a license  com- 
municated to  him  alone.  A foreign  power  has  seiz- 
ed his  ship,  and  his  own  government  gives  him  let- 
ters of  marque  to  help  himself  to  another.  In  point 
of  fact,  too,  war  often  begins  without  any  declara- 
tion at  all,  at  home  or  abroad.  The  bolt  outruns  the 
flash.  Modern  history  is  full  of  such  instances;  but 
I spare  you  the  rehearsal  of  them.  Now  sir,  what  I 
would  say,  is,  that,  for  the  purposes  of  immunity  to 
the  soldier  arid  sailor,  all  these  modes,  kinds  and  de- 
grees of  war  come  exactly  to  the  same  thing.  They 
are  all  and  all  alike  inodes  of  governmental  action, 
involving  only  governmental  responsibility.  In  many 
things  they  certainly  differ  one  Irom  another;  some 
of  them  are  more  chivalrous,  more  magnanimous, 
more  conformable  with  a strict  and  punctilious  pro- 
ceeding and  a technical  law  of  war  than  others  — 
Some  of  them  afford  less  ground  of  complaint  to  the 
government  assailed  than  others.  But,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  personal  irresponsibility,  they  are  all  one  and 
the  same  thing.  In  reason  it  must  be  so.  Consider 
that  a leading  object  of  this  principle  of  immunity  is 
the  protection  of  the  unfriended  instrimnents  of  am- 
bition and  patriotism  who  furnish  the  rank  and  file 
of  war.  It  is  to  protect  the  common  soldier.  And 
what  an  unavailing,  uncertain,  ensnaring  thing  it 
would  prove  for  him  if  his  title  to  it  depended  on 
such  shades  of  diversity  as  these!  How  does  he 
know  whether  the  war  to  which  you  hurry  him 
away  from  all  that  is  dearest  to  him  in  the  world  is 
just  or  unjust?  How  does  he  know  by  what  heralds 
of  declaration  it  has  been  preceded?  How  does  he 
know  whether  the  desperate  midnight  enterprise  for 
which  you  have  called  him  up  from  sleep  is  to  be  a 
single  enterprise,  or  whether  it  is  designed  to  kindle 
the  fires  of  a war  that  shall  encircle  the  world?  Sir, 
he  knows  only  that  his  own  government,  in  obe- 
dience to  which  he  was  bred — that  the  land  of  his 
birth — that  the  land  of  his  father’s  graves,  bids  him 
go  forth;  and  that,  if  he  shrinks  for  a moment  from 
his  post  when  the  storm  of  battle  rages  highest,  he 
dies  by  the  hands  of  his  officers;  and  he  goes  forth 
relying  on  the  armed  but  manly  justice  of  civilized 
war. 

And  so  are  all  the  authorities.  The  senator  from 
Virginia  recited  them  so  copiouly  to  you  last  even- 
ing that  I shall  spare  you  the  repetition,  and  con- 
tent rnyself  with  a reference  or  two.  The  senator 
from  Pennsylvania  and  the  secretary  of  state  tell  you 
that  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  was  unjust.  But  look 
into  Vattel,  on  pages  380  and  383,  and  Rutherforth, 
2d  volume,  page  546,  and  you  find  that  they  con- 
cur that  the  injustice  of  the  war  does  not  affect  the 
soldier’s  title  to  immunity.  If  it  did,  the  nations 
would  at  once  return  to  the  murder  of  prisoners;  for 
was  there  ever  a war  in  which  each  belligerent  did 
not  think  his  antagonist  in  the  wrong? 

But  you  say  this  was  only  a single  act  of  hostili- 
ty; breaking  out  in  a time  of  general  peace,  unan- 
nounced by  any  declaration.  So  it  was.  But  Ru- 
therford expressly  declares  that  this  does  not  with- 
draw from  it  the  law  of  immunity.  I read  at  large 
the  passage  from  page  548  of  his  second  volume, 
and  commend  it  the  meditations  of  the  senator  Irom 
Pennsylvania.  “This  external  lawfulness,  in  re- 
spect to  the  members  of  a civil  society,  extends  to 
public  wars  of  the  imperfect  sort,  to  reprisals,  or  to 
other  acts  ol  hostility.” 

Such  i3  the  doctrine  ot  this  publicist,  vindicated 
and  illustrated  by  a masterly  train  of  reasoning;  ap- 
proved by  the  heart  and  judgment  of  universal  ci- 
vilized man.  Against  this  authority  there  cannot 
be  placed  one  solitary  act  of  a C hristian  nation  for 
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the  last  five  hundred  years,  nor  one  word  of  any 
writer  who  undertakes  to  record  the  existing  sys- 
tems of  international  law.  What  is  the  nation  now 
on  earth,  or  descended  into  the  graves  of  empire; 
where  is  the  modern  Christian  nation  that  has  shed 
the  blood  of  a prisoner  because  the  war  to  which 
his  government  detached  him  was  informal,  inso- 
Jemn,  unannounced  by  a declaration,  beginning  and 
ending  with  one  single  act?  Call  up  the  nation,  if 
6uch  there  is  or  has  been,  and  let  it  answer  to  the 
outraged  spirit  of  law!  Did  Denmark  claim  the 
right  to  do  such  an  atrocity;  humble  and  exasperat- 
ed by  the  repeated  bombardment  of  her  capital;  did 
that  ancient  and  gallant  race  ever  dream  of  aveng- 
ing the  defeats  of  the  castle  by  the  triumphs  of  the 
gallows?  Did  Spain,  the  most  formal,  tile  most 
punctilious  of  governments,  and  adhearing  the  most 
tenaciously  to  (he  slow  and  prescriptive  solemnities 
and  technicalities  of  the  old  fashions  of  war;  did 
Spain  dream  of  it  when,  in  1804,  England,  in  a 
time  of  peace,  intercepted  her  treasurer  ships  re- 
turning from  America,  and  captured  or  destroyed 
them? 

Nor  can  you  find,  as  I have  said,  a word  in  any 
approved  expounder  of  the  actual  law  of  nations, 
to  oppose  to  the  text  of  Rutherford.  Dicta,  of 
Grotius,  seem  to  conflict  with  it.  But  they  only 
seem  to  conflict  with  it.  Even  these  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania  has  not  availed  himself  of,  be- 
cause he  know  that  .Grotius,  admirable  for  his  ge- 
nius, his  studies,  his  most  enlarged  and  excellent 
spirit,  lived  too  early  to  witness  the  full  develop- 
ment of  his  own  grand  principles  and  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  own  philanthropic  wishes.  The 
existing  law  of  nations  has  been  slowly  built  up 
since  his  time,  and  to  learn  it  we  must  have  re- 
course to  writers,  far  his  inferiors  in  capacity  and 
learning,  but  fortunate  in  being  able  to  record  the 
ameliorated  theory  and  practice  of  a better  day  than 
his.  From  no  one  of  these  can  you  cite  any  thing 
in  opposition  to  the  authority  I have  relied  on. 
The  senator  from  Pennsylvania  thought  he  had  dis- 
covered some  such  doctrine  as  he  needs  in  the  75th 
section  of  book  2d,  chapter  6th,  of  Vattel.  But  the 
senator  from  Virginia  was  entirely  accurate  in  his 
observation  upon  this  passage;  that  it  plainly  refers 
to  the  case  of  an  individual  acting  without  authori- 
ty from  his  government,  and  to  nothing  else.  And 
then,  in  support  of  the  position  of  Rutherford,  I 
may  remind  you  that,  as  the  law  of  nations  is  holden 
now,  no  war  requires  to  be  preceded  by  a declara- 
tion. Martens,  274;  2d  Wheaton’s  Laws  of  Na- 
tions, 12;  1st  of  Kent’s  Commentaries,  54,  2d  edit. 
Defensive  war  never  required  it,  according  to  any 
theory.  Vattel,  317.  But  it  was  defensive  war  to 
which  McLeod’s  government  assured  him  that  he 
was  summoned  forth.  The  want  of  declaration, 
therefore,  cannot  affect  him,  unless  we  are  guilty 
of  the  indecent  and  ludicrous  barbarity  of  requiring 
him  to  judge  better  than  his  government  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  a particular  measure  of  armed 
resistance  to  a threatened  invasion. 

I submit,  then,  sir,  that  McLeod  is  not  responsi- 
ble as  for  crime  against  the  'muicipal  law  of  New 
York  or  of  this  union  by  participating  in  this  act 
of  English  national  wrong.  Criminal  in  England, 
in  him  it  was  no  crime.  Let  me  add  that  if,  in 
thoughtlessness  or  anger,  we  had  stooped  to  shed 
his  blood,  it  would  have  impressed  a stain  on  the 
radiant  flag  of  our  pride  and  love  which  a hundred 
victories,  ay,  a hundred  years  of  victory,  would  not 
wipe  away. 

The  concession  of  the  secretary  of  state  was 
right,  then,  in  point  of  international  law.  But  the 
senator  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  he  ought  not  to 
have  made  it,  right  or  wrong.  I submit,  then,  in 
the  second  place,  that  he  ought  to  have  made  it,  arid 
the  government  to  have  acted  on  it,  exactly  as  it 
was  made  and  acted  on. 

What  was  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  on 
the  12th  of  March  last,  when  McLeod,  guilty  of  no 
manner  of  crime  against  the  law  of  New  York  by 
participation  in  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  had 
been  indicted,  imprisoned  and  ordered  for  trial  to 
be  had  on  the  22d  ol  March,  as  for  such  crime, 
under  circumstances  justifying  a reasonable  anxiety 
lest  he  might  fall  a victim  to  a natural  and  a tremen- 
dous popular  excitement;  and  when  her  majesty’s 
minister  came  forward,  announced  the  doctrine  of 
international  law,  which  we  all  know  to  be  just, 
and  demanded  that  McLeod  should  be  holden  en- 
titled to  immunity  under  it?  What  was  the  secre- 
tary ol  state  to  do?  Should  he  have  wrapped  his 
diplomatic  mantle  about  him  and  have  answered, 
sir,  I do  not  know  about  your  doctrine  of  interna- 
tional law;  the  American  government  is  not  advis- 
ed exactly  whether  it  may  hang  prisoners  of  war 
or  not;  besides,  it  happens  to  have  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  the  matter;  McLeod  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
state  of  New  York;  a great  and  patriotic  state,  Mr. 
Minister,  giving  forty  odd  electoral  votes;  she  will 


do  what  is  right;  if  she  hangs  him,  why  then  we 
shall  know  that  he  deserved  it;  and  if  she  does 
not,  so  much  the  better  for  himself.  Should  he 
really,  so  saying,  have  bowed  the  minister  out,  and 
have  retreated  into  an  epicurean  heaven  of  indif- 
ference and  non  committal,  until  he  or  you  were 
startled  by  the  thunder  of  an  enemy’s  cannon — a 
music  I acknowledge  at  which  a brave  nation  has  no 
great  objection  at  any  moment  to  wake  up?  No,  sir. 
I submit,  on  the  contrary  that  the  duty  of  our  go- 
vernment was  perfectly  clear;  to  avow  its  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  doctrine  of  internation  law  advanc- 
ed by  the  minister;  to  declare  its  purpose  to  do 
what  it  constitutionally  might  to  secure  McLeod 
the  benefit  of  it;  to  do  it;  and  then  having  moved  this 
disastrous  interlocutory  controversy  out  of  the  way, 
to  demand  satisfaction  at  once  of  England  for  the 
burning  of  the  Caroline,  as  that  language  is  under- 
stood among  nations  of  the  first  class.  To  simplify 
the  matter  somewhat,  suppose  that  McLeod  had 
at  that  moment  been  in  our  jail,  in  our  courts  in- 
stead of  those  of  New  York,  then,  I repeat,  it  was 
most  palpably  our  duty  to  have  conceded  the  pro- 
position of  law;  to  have  expressed  our  assurance 
that  the  courts  would  acquit  him  of  the  accusation 
of  crime  against  our  municipal  codes,  and  even  that 
the  attorney  general  representing  the  government 
would  enter  a nolle  prosequi , thus  committing  him 
to  the  disposal  of  the  executive  as  a prisoner,  or  a 
quasi  prisoner  of  war,  or  whatever  else  his  legal 
character  might  be;  and  then  and  thus  having  wash- 
ed our  hands  clean,  and  set  ourselves  right  before 
God  and  man,  to  call  this  island  mistress  of  a thou- 
sand ships  of  war  to  instant  account. 

That  tiiis  was  the  duty  of  our  government  is  too 
plain  to  be  debated.  Was  it  not  its  duty  to  cause 
this  nation  to  keep  the  law  of  nations?  Was  it  not 
its  duty  to  be  just?  And  was  not  this  bare  justice 
to  McLeod,  to  England,  to  the  universal  spirit  of 
humanity?  Was  it  not  its  duty  to  preserve  peace  if 
it  might  be  had  with  honor,  and,  if  war  must  come, 
to  secure  us  one  in  which  a Christian  people  might 
draw  its  sword?  Now,  sir,  the  difficulty  was,  that, 
on  the  12th  of  March,  we  were  in  an  eminently 
false  position.  With  ample  materials  ot  the  highest 
tone  of  complaint,  perhaps  even  of  reprisals  or  war 
against  England,  for  her  conduct  towards  us,  here 
she  was  holding  ns  up  before  all  the  world,  for  a lit- 
tle piece  of  our  own  conduct,  in  which  we  were,  or 
were  apparently,  just  about  to  be  entirely  in  the 
wrong.  With  the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  with  the 
groundless  yet  pertinacious  grasp  of  our  territory  in 
the  northeast,  with  the  repeated  seizures  and 
searches  of  our  ships  at  sea  to  complain  of  and  go  to 
war  about,  if  a wise  and  moral  people  had  a taste  for 
such  entertainment,  we  were  actually  just  about 
compelling  England  to  declare  war  on  us  for 
hanging  one  of  her  soldiers  because  he  did  not  run 
away  from  his  colors!  Why,  sir,  this  was  not  a po- 
sition for  men  of  sense  to  stand  on  long  enough  for 
her  majesty’3  minister  to  pull  off  his  hat.  Policy, 
honor,  justice,  honesty,  humanity,  all  required  us  to 
quit  it  in  an  instant.  Why  give  England  such  a 
perilous  advantage  as  to  make  up  a false  issue  like 
this?  Why  unite  all  her  classes,  and  every  man  in 
every  class,  in  what  they  must  think  a holy  war? — 
Why  alienate  the  sympathies  of  the  world  by  such  a 
thing?  Why  commit  a blunder  as  well  as  a crime? 
Why  forget  that  he  is  trebly  armed  that  has  his 
quarrel  just?  Why  shock  and  shame  the  pride  of 
America  by  turning  away  from  England  to  strike 
down  McLeod?  Sir,  if  you  speak  of  blows,  I be- 
lieve the  people  of  this  country  would  choose  to  be 
seen  aiming  full  at  the  front  of  the  proud  and  giant 
master,  rather  than  dragging  the  servant,  unarmed, 
unfriended  and  handcuffed,  to  the  gallows.  They 
feel  that  no  laurels  are  to  be  won  in  such  a field  by 
a nation  of  gallant  men,  of  men  of  honor,  and  of 
Christians.  They  will  seek  those  laurels  rather 
where  they  do  naturally  grow,  far  up  on  the  “peril- 
ous edge  of  battle  when  it  rages.”  Sir,  I was  just 
now  told  that  the  late  chief  magistrate  observed  to  a 
friend,  some  time  during  that  fleeting  month  of  his 
administration,  that  in  a just  cause,  if  congress 
would  give  him  men  and  money,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  going  into  a war  with  England,  but  that  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  buckle  on  his  armor  and 
take  the  field  against  Alexander  McLeod.  I can 
appreciate  the  disinclination  of  the  kind,  brave  and 
just  old  man  to  such  a service. 

I repeat,  then,  sir,  that  if,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
McLeod  had  been  awaiting  trial  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  we  ought  to  have  replied  to  the  de- 
mand of  her  majesty’s  minister  thus:  We  admit 

your  proposition  of  international  law;  we  are  not 
quite  so  rude  and  recent  among  the  nations  as  not  to 
know  the  elements  of  the  code  that  knits  the  fami- 
lies of  the  earth  together.  From  this  accusation  of 
municipal  offence  your  subject  is  safe.  And  now 
will  you  in  your  turn  inform  us  (for  three  years  we 
have  waited  in  vain  to  know)  on  what  pretence  her 


| majesty’s  forces,  at  the  dead  hour  of  night,  crossed 
the  inviolate  line  of  our  boundary,  invaded  our  soil, 
dishonored  our  flag,  wasted  the  property  and  shed 
the  blood  of  American  citizens? 

It  happened,  however,  that  at  the  time  when  this 
demand  was  made,  McLeod  was  awaiting  his  trial 
in  the  courts  of  New  York.  He  was  in  a New  York 
prison,  under  New  York  process,  and  the  distin- 
guished senator  from  Pennsylvania  insists  that  for 
this  cause,  at  least,  the  government  should  have 
done  nothing,  and  said  nothing  to  the  demand,  but 
just  have  directed  Mr.  Fox  to  tell  his  story  and  car- 
ry his  law  to  New  York.  We  should  have  made  no 
concessions  of  the  legal  principle;  we  should  not 
have  dared  to  communicate  to  the  executive  of  that 
state  the  official  evidence  of  the  claim,  and  of  the 
doctrine  of  England,  and  our  own  opinion  of  it;  we 
should  not  have  lifted  a finger;  v\e  should  have  stood 
speechless,  unconscious,  innocent  and  dignified,  to 
see  England,  New  York  and  McLeod  settle  this  lit- 
tle concern  of  national  law,  peace,  war,  life  and 
death,  among  themselves. 

Sir,  the  position  McLeod  stood  in  to  that  great 
and  admirable  state  undoubtedly  limited  the  rights 
and  embarrassed  the  action  of  the  general  govern^ 
merit.  But,  because  we  could  not  do  all  that  we 
would,  were  we  not  to  do  the  little  that  we  could? 
Were  we  to  do  nothing?  Whom  have  we  offended? 
The  state  of  New  York?  How?  By  desiring  to  se- 
cure to  this  prisoner,  to  whose  fate  interests  so  large 
and  so  precious  were  attached,  a fair  trial?  Sir,  I 
cannot  believe  it.  New  York  was  proceeding  against 
him  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  administration  of 
criminal  law.  To  recognise  her  jurisdiction  over 
him,  which  in  the  amplest  manner  this  government 
did,  and  then  to  wish  for  him  just  what  New  York 
wished  for  him,  that  first  of  social  privileges — a fair 
trial:  was  there  in  this  any  thing  to  affront  her  pride 
of  charactei?  any  thing  to  ruffle  a feather  in  the 
plume  of  her  acknowledged  prerogative? 

But  we  sought  to  operate  on  the  government  of 
that  state  by  communicating  our  opinion  on  the 
points  of  international  law,  and  in  effect  advising  it 
what  course  to  pursue.  Well,  sir,  does  the  con- 
veyance of  advice  imply  disrespect  towards  the  ob- 
ject of  it,  or  a distrust  of  his  integrity  or  his  capa- 
city? Does  it  prove  any  thing  more  than  that  you 
feel  a deep  solicitude  that,  in  a great  crisis  of  his 
fortunes  and  yours,  he  shall,  for  his  sake  and  yours, 
make  no  mistake?  Sir,  here  was  a state  with  the 
physical  power  of  engaging  you  in  a national  war. 
If  hostilities  followed  the  execution  of  McLeod,  it 
would  not  have  been  a war  on  New  York  alone,  but 
on  Louisiana,  on  South  Carolina,  on  Maryland,  on 
Massachusetts.  If  they  should  be  more  immedi- 
ately aimed  at  her,  your  valor  and  your  treasure 
must  have  united  with  hers,  for  her  defence.  A 
state,  then,  might  plunge  you  in  a general  war;  and 
yet,  under  the  constitution,  no  state  has  the  legal 
and  direct  right  to  make  a war  for  you  or  for  her- 
self. She  has  no  right  to  terminate  it,  by  treary, 
after  it  has  begun.  That  great  prerogative  is  yours 
alone.  Those  transcendent  imperial  powers,  by 
which  and  through  which  we  are  known  to  the  na- 
tions, are  your  powers.  And  now  is  it  possible 
that  a state,  prohibited  by  the  constitution  from 
making  war.  from  making  treaties,  may  consum- 
mate an  act  for  which  we  must  answer  with  our 
best  blood,  on  the  field  and  on  the  deck;  and  yet 
that  this  government,  clothed  by  the  constitution 
with  all  these  great  trusts,  charged  with  the  con- 
servation of  peace,  with  the  conduct,  expenditures 
and  hazards  of  war — this  government,  whose  flag 
alone  it  is  that  waves  over  the  universal  American 
family,  wheresoever  a member  of  it  wanders,  on 
land  or  sea — that  we  cannot  respectfully  approach 
any  state  with  the  communication  of  advisory  sug- 
gestion, and  deliberate  with  her  on  a subject  of 
great  novelty,  difficulty  and  importance?  I have  no 
great  opinion  of  such  transcendentalism  of  delicacy 
as  this — good  for  winning  electoral  votes,  poesibly, 
but  unfitting  a man  or  a government  for  manly  and 
useful  action.  Sir,  New  York  is  ably  represented 
here,  by  gentlemen  of  both  political  parties,  and 
they  can  answer  for  her;  but  1 believe  she  will  laugh 
to  scorn  the  suggestion  we  hear  of  out  of  doors,  that 
any  disrespect  has  been  shown  or  felt  for  her  go- 
vernment or  her  people,  for  her  judicial  learning,  or 
for  the  temper,  feelings  and  views  of  any  portion  of 
her  wide  spread  community. 

In  judging  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  in  this  in- 
quiry how  far  this  government  has  exceeded  its 
powers,  invaded  state  rights,  or  betrayed  indecorous 
anxiety  and  haste  to  save  this  person  from  the  gal- 
lows, I ask  you  to  take  one  thing  into  your  consi- 
deration. Sir,  it  is  no  answer  at  all  to  England  to 
say  this  is  the  affair  of  New  York.  She  knows 
nothing  even  of  that  magnificent  empire  state  as  a 
separate  state.  We  do  not  allow  her  to  know  any 
thing  of  any  state  by  our  federal  constitution  in  that 
capacity.  We  do  not  allow  her  to  have  diplomatic 
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access  to  any.  To  attempt  to  make  a treaty  with 
any  would  be  clear  ground  of  war.  We  inform  her  i 
that,  by  our  federal  constitution,  the  foreign  rela- 
tions of  New  York  are  reposited  here;  and  il  she 
has  any  cause  ot  complaint  against  her,  she  will 
please  to  leave  her  card  at  our  door.  England,  of 
course,  all  the  nations,  must  hold  us  to  this;  and  if 
any  state  affords  her  giound  of  war,  it  is  against  us 
that  we  ourselves  direct  her  to  turn  her  steel.  At 
the  same  time,  therefore,  that  our  federal  relations 
to  New  York  hindered  us  from  doing  much,  our  ob- 
ligation on  the  laws  of  nations,  to  England,  to  do 
every  thing  was  not  in  the  least  degree  lessened  by 
them.  The  clear  course  of  the  government,  there- 
fore, was  to  rio  what  it  did;  to  apprize  that  patriotic 
and  noble  state  of  our  opinions  on  the  justice  of  the 
demand  of  England;  to  do  w hat  we  decorously  could 
to  avert  so  senseless  and  fatal  an  act  as  the  execu- 
tion of  the  prisoner;  to  have  his  case  fairly  tried, 
and,  if  needful,  to  have  his  case  brought  into  the  na- 
tional tribunals;  to  explain  to  England  why  we 
could  go  no  further,  arui  then  abide  the  result.  Any 
thing,  every  thing  were  better  than  a war  on  such 
a ground,  that  no  man  could  hear  of  a defeat  or  a 
victory  without  tears  of  bitterest  humiliation  for 
America. 

Mr.  President,  I have  one  duty  more  to  perform, 
not  30  much  to  the  secretary  of  state  as  to  my  own 
feelings,  and  then  I shall  have  done.  I have  said 
that  it  was  the  business  of  tire  government,  after,  as 
far  as  was  practicable,  clearing  itself  of  fault  in  the 
matter  of  McLeod,  to  demand  satisfaction,  with 
holden  and  slept  upon  by  England  under  the  last 
administration  for  three  years,  for  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline.  Gentlemen  will  do  the  secretary  of 
state  the  justice  to  remember  that  far  the  larger  part 
of  the  letter  to  Mr  Fox  is  devoted  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  what  he  must  have  felt,  as  we  feel  it  to 
be,  his  most  agreeable  duty.  They  will  concede, 
too,  that  this  part  of  his  work  is  eminently  well 
done.  I should  but  degrade  the  seat  which  I hold 
in  this  high  placg.  by  public  adulation  of  any  man, 
even  of  him.  That  he  is  my  strong  and  constant 
friend  would  be  no  apology  at  all.  Yet  I w ill  say 
lliat  the  ability  and  spirit  with  which  this  paper  is 
written  will  give  it  a high  place  among  the  ablest 
diplomatic  compositions  which  enrich  the  archive' 
of  even  the  department  of  atate.  He  has  vindicated 
the  government  of  his  country  under  all  administra- 
tions, making  no  narrow,  unnational  discriminations 
between  them,  from  every  shadow  of  blame  in  re- 
ference to  the  Canadian  border  troubles;  has  proved 
that,  so  far  from  permittingor  conniving  at  any’par 
ticipation  in  them  by  our  people,  we  have  set  an 
example  to  the  world;  we  have  been  the  first  nation 
in  the  world  to  prohibit  our  citizens  from  making 
any  form  of  war  on  a country  with  whose  govern- 
ment our  own  government  was  at  peace;  lias  proved 
tli at  England  had  no  right  to  make  so  rash  and  fatal 
an  invasion  on  this.  Sir,  with  this  letter  unrecall- 
ed, I think  no  English  minister  will  tell  us  again, 
at  the  end  of  three  more  years,  that  he  understood 
onr  claim  for  satisfaction  had  been  withdrawn. 

That  this  argument  is  ably  conducted,  you  all 
admit.  But  the  course  of  the  distinguished  sena- 
tor’s observations  makes  it  more  immediately  due 
to  Mr.  Webster  to  remind  yon  that  the  argument  is 
so  conducted  as  not  only  to  inform  the  public  judg- 
ment about  this  wiong,  but  to  excite  just  sensibili- 
ties in  relation  to  it.  It  is  so  conducted  as  not  only 
to  enlighten  the  understanding,  but  to  lift  up  the 
spirit  of  the  country.  He  has  not  stooped  lo  pick 
out  and  bluster  about  what  is  called  the  language  of 
threat,  but  he  has  met  the  whole  claim  and  the 
whole  case  of  England  with  a composed  and  firm 
dignity,  and  with  a manly  decision;  in  the  temper 
of  a statesman,  who  holds  the  peace  and  glory  of 
his  country  in  his  hands. 

The  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  last  eve- 
ning read  to  us  a portion  of  this  paper.  Let  me  en- 
able its  distinguished  author,  now  no  more  among 
you,  again,  though  absent  from  this  scene  of  his 
long  and  splendid  series  of  patriotic  service,  to 
speak  lor  himself: 

“Under  these  circumstances, and  underthose  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  transaction  itself.it 
will  be  for  her  majesty’s  government  to  show  upon 
what  state  of  facts  and  what  rules  of  national  law 
the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  is  to  be  defended. — 
It  will  be  for  that  government  to  show-  a necessity 
of  self  defence,  instant,  overwhelming,  leaving  no 
choice  of  means  and  no  moment  for  deliberation. — 
It  will  be  lor  it  to  show,  also,  that  the  local  autho- 
rities of  Canada,  even  supposing  the  necessity  of 
the  moment  authorised  them  to  enter  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  at  all,  did  nothing  unreasonable 
or  excessive,  since  the  act,  justified  by  the  necessi- 
ty of  self-defence,  must  be  limited  by  that  necessi- 
ty, and  kept  clearly  within  it. 

“It  must  be  shown  that  admonition  or  remon- 
strance to  the  persons  on  board  the  'Carolina’  was 


impracticable,  or  would  have  been  unavailing;  it 
must  be  show  n that  day  light  could  nol  he  waited 
for;  that  there  could  be  no  attempt  at  discrimination 
between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty;  that  it  would 
not  have  been  enough  to  seize  and  detain  the  ves- 
sel; but  that  there  was  a necessity,  present  and  ine- 
vitable, for  attacking  her  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  while  moored  to  the  shore,  and  while  unarm- 
ed men  were  asleep  on  board,  killing  some  and 
wounding  others,  and  then  drawing  her  into  the 
current,  above  the  cataract,  setting  her  on  fire,  and, 
careless  to  know  whether  there  might  not  be  in  her 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  or  the  living  with  the 
dead,  committing  her  to  a fate  which  fills  the  ima- 
gination with  horror.  A necessity  for  all  this,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  cannot  believe  to 
have  existed.” 

To  these  hands,  for  one,  I am  willing  to  entrust 
the  rights  and  the  fame  of  my  country. 

Mr.  President,  I concur  entirely  with  both  the 
senators  who  have  preceded  me  that  there  need  be 
felt  no  apprehension  of  a war  with  England.  Like 
them,  I neither  expect  nor  desire  it.  Heaven  for- 
bid! I know  of  nothing  between  the  governments 
that  ought  not  to  be  and  may  not  be  easily  and  ho- 
norably composed.  But  whatever  may  befall,  I 
claim  it  as  the  praise  of  this  administration,  that  it 
has  had  the  manliness  to  seek  peace  by  justice;  and 
that,  if  war  shall  come,  it  has  done  all  that  man  can 
do  to  enable  us  so  to  go  into  it  that  we  may  have 
the  approval  of  our  own  consciences,  self  respect, 
the  moral  judgments  of  the  world,  and  may  J not 
add,  the  God  of  our  fathers  with  us  in  the  conflict. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said:  I rise  with  the  intention  of 
staling  very  briefly  the  conclusion  to  which  rny  re- 
flections have  brought  me  on  tiie  question  before 
us. 

Permit  me,  at  theoutset,  to  premise  that  I hearti- 
ly approve  of  the  principle  so  olten  repeated  in  this 
discussion,  that  our  true  policy,  in  connexion  with 
our  foreign  relations,  is  neither  to  do  nor  to  suffer 
wrong,  not  only  because  the  principle  is  right  of 
itselt,  but  because  it  is,  in  its  application  to  us, 
wise  and  politic,  as  well  as  right.  Peace  is  pre- 
eminently our  policy.  Our  road  to  greatness  lies  not 
over  the  ruins  of  others,  but  in  the  quite  and  peace- 
ful development  of  oui  immeasurably  great  internal 
resources — in  subduing  our  vast  forests,  perfecting 
the  means  of  internal  intercourse  throughout  our 
widely  extended  country,  and  in  drawing  forth  its 
unbounded  agricultural,  manufacturing,  mineral  and 
commercial  resources.  In  this  ample  field,  all  the 
industry,  ingenuity,  enterprise  and  energy  of  our 
people  may  find  full  employment  for  centuries  to 
come;  and,  through  its  successful  cultivation,  we 
may  hope  to  rise,  not  only  to  a state  of  prosperity, 
but  to  that  of  greatness  and  influence  over  the  des- 
tiny of  the  human  race,  higher  than  has  ever  been 
attained  by  arms  by  the  most  renowuied  nations  of 
ancient  or  modern  times.  War,  so  far  from  accele- 
rating, can  but  retard  our  march  to  greatness.  It 

is,  then,  not  only  our  duty,  hut  our  policy,  to  avoid 

it,  as  long  as  it  can  be,  with  honor  and  a just  regard 
to  our  rights;  and,  as  one  of  Ihe  most  certain  means 
of  avoiding  war,  we  ought  to  observe  strict  justice 
in  our  intercourse  with  others.  But  that  is  not  of 
itself  sufficient.  We  must  exact  justice  as  well  as 
render  justice,  and  be  prepared  to  do  so;  for  where 
is  there  an  example  to  be  found  of  either  individual 
or  nation,  that  has  preserved  peace  by  yielding  to 
unjust  demands? 

j-  It  is  in  Ihe  spirit  of  these  remarks  that  I have  in- 
, vesligated  the  subject  before  us,  without  the  slightest 
, party  feelings,  but  with  an  anxious  desire  not  to 
. embarrass  existing  negotiations  between  the  two 
I governments,  or  influence  in  any  degree  pending 
judicial  proceedings.  My  sole  object  is  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  principle  already  stated,  and 
which  all  acknowledge  to  be  fundamental  in  our 
r foreign  policy,  has  in  fact  been  respected  in  the 
I present  case.  1 regret  to  state  that  the  result  of  my 
, investigation  is  a conviction  that  it  has  not.  I have 
been  forced  to  Ihe  conclusion  that  the  secretary  of 
state  has  not  met  the  peremptory'demand  of  the 
t British  government  for  the  immediate  release  ol 
, McLeod  as  he  ought;  the  reasons  for  which,  with- 
, out  further  remark,  1 will  now  proceed  to  slate. 

That  demand,  as  stated  in  the  letter,  rests  on  the 

• alleged  facts,  that  the  transaction  for  which  McLeod 
> was  arrested,  is  a public  one;  that  it  was  under 

- taken  by  tile  order  of  the  colonial  authorities,  who 
were  invested  with  unlimited  power  to  defend  the 
I colony,  and  that  the  governme  nt  at  home  has  sanc- 
i tioned  both  the  order  and  its  execution.  On  this 
: allegation,  Ihe  British  minister,  acting  directly  un- 

• der  the  orders  ol  his  government,  demanded  his  im- 

■ mediate  release,  on  the  broad  ground  that  he,  as 
well  as  others  engaged  wilh  him,  was  “performing 

■ an  act  of  public  duty,  for  which  he  cannot  be  made 
3 personally  and  individually  responsible  to  the  laws 


and  tiibunals  of  any  foreign  country;”  thus  assum- 
ing as  a universal  principle  of  international  law, 
that  where  a government  authorises  or  approves  of 
an  act  of  an  individual,  it  makes  it  the  act  of  the 
government,  and  thereby  exempts  the  individual 
from  all  responsibility  to  the  injured  countiy.  To 
this  demand,  resting  on  this  broad  and  universal 
principle,  our  secretary  of  state  assented;  and,  in 
conformity,  gave  the  instruction  to  the  attorney 
general,  which  is  attached  to  the  correspondence, 
and  we  have  thus  presented  for  our  consideration 
Ihe  grave  question,  do  tlie  laws  of  nations  recognise 
any  such  principle? 

I feel  that  I hazard  nothing  in  saying  they  do  not. 
No  authority  has  been  cited  to  sanction  it,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  any  can  be.  It  would  be  no  less  vain 
to  look  to  reason  than  to  authority  for  a sanction. 
The  laws  of  nations  are  but  the  laws  and  morals, 
as  applicable  to  individuals,  so  far  modified,  and  no 
further,  as  reason  may  make  necessary  in  their  ap- 
plication to  nations.  Now,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  analogous  iule,  when  applied  to  individu- 
als, is,  that  both  principal  and  agents,  or,  if  you  will, 
instruments,  are  responsible  in  criminal  cases;  di- 
rectly the  reverse  of  the  rule  on  which  the  demand 
for  the  release  of  McLeod  is  made.  Why,  I ask, 
should  the  rule  in  this  case  be  reversed,  when  ap- 
plied to  nations,  which  is  universally  admitted  to 
be  true  in  the  case  of  individuals?  Can  any  good 
reason  be  assigned?  To  reverse  it  when  applied  to 
individuals,  all  must  see,  would  lead  to  the  worst  of 
consequences,  and,  if  I do  not  greatly  mistake, 
must  in  like  manner,  if  reversed,  when  applied  to 
nations.  Let  ns  see  how  it  would  act  when  brought 
to  the  test  of  particular  cases. 

Suppose,  then,  that  the  British,  or  any  other  go- 
vernment in  contemplation  of  war,  should  send  out 
emissaries  to  blow  up  the  fortifications  erected  at 
such  vast  expense,  for  the  defence  of  our  great 
commercial  marts — New  York  and  others — and  that 
the  band  employed  to  blow  up  Fort  Hamilton,  or 
any  other  of  the  fortresses  for  the  defence  ol  New 
Yoik,  should  be  detected  in  the  very  act  of  firing 
the  train:  would  the  production  of  the  most  au- 
thentic papers,  signed  by  all  Ihe  authorities  of  the 
British  government,  make  it  a public  transaction, 
and  exempt  the  villains  from  all  responsibility  to. 
our  laws  and  tribunals?  Or  would  that  government 
dare  make  a demand  for  their  immediate  release? 
Or,  if  made,  would  ours  dare  yield  to  it,  and  release 
them?  The  supposition,  I know’,  is  altogether  im- 
probable; but  it  is  not  the  less,  on  that  account, 
calculated  to  test  the  principle. 

But  I shall  next  select  one  that  may  possibly  oc- 
cur. Suppose  then  in  contemplation  of  the  same 
event,  black  emissaiies  should  be  sent  Irom  Jamai- 
ca, to  tamper  with  our  slaves  in  the  south,  and  that 
they  should  be  detected  at  midnight,  in  an  assem- 
bly of  slaves,  wheie  they  were  urging  them  to 
rise  in  rebellion  against  their  masters;  and  that 
they  should  produce  the  authority  of  the  home  go- 
vernment, in  the  most  solemn  form,  authorising 
them  in  what  they  did:  ought  that  to  exempt  the 
cut-throats  from  all  responsibility  to  onr  laws  and 
tribunals?  Or,  if  arrested,  ought  our  government 
to  release  them  on  a peremptory  demand  to  do  so? 
And  if  that  could  not  be  done  forthw  ith,  Iroin  the 
embarrassment  of  state  laws  and  state  authorities, 
ought  this  government  to  employ  counsel  and  to 
use  its  authority  and  influence  to  effect  it?  And.it 
that  could  not  accomplish  its  object,  would  it  be 
justified  in  taking  the  case  into  their  own  tribunals, 
with  the  view  ol  entering  a nolle  prosequi? 

But,  settling  aside  ; II  suppositious  cases,  I shall 
take  one  that  actually  occurred — that  of  the  notori- 
ous Henry,  employed  by  the  colonial  authority  of 
Canada  to  tamper  with  a portion  of  our  people, 
prior  to  the  late  war,  with  the  intention  ol  alienating 
them  from  their  government,  and  effecting  a dis- 
union in  the  event  of  hostilities.  Suppose  he  had 
been  delected  and  arrested  for  his  treasonable  con- 
duct, and  that  the  British  government  had  made  the 
like  demand  for  his  release,  on  the  giound  that  he 
was  executing  the  orders  of  his  government,  and 
was  not,  therefore,  liable,  personally  or  individually, 
to  our  laws  ami  tribunals:  I ask,  would  our  govern- 
ment be  hound  to  comply  w ith  the  demand? 

To  all  these  questions  and  thousands  of  others 
that  might  be  asked,  no  right  minded  man  can  hesi- 
tate for  a moment  to  answer  in  the  negative.  The 
rule,  then,  if  it  does  exist,  must  be  far  from  univer- 
sal. But  does  it  exist  at  all?  Does  it  even  in  a 
state  of  war,  when,  if  ever,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on  ihe  opposite  side,  it 
must?  They  seemed  to  consider  nothing  more  was 
necessary  to  establish  the  principle  for  which  they 
contend  but  to  show  that  this  ami  all  other  cases  ot 
armed  violence  on  the  part  of  one  nation  or  its  citi- 
zens against  another  is  in  tact  war;  informal  war, 
as  they  call  it,  in  contradistinction  from  one  pro- 
ceeded by  a declaration  in  due  form. 
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Well,  then,  let  us  inquire  if  the  principle  for 
which  they  contend,  that  the  authority, or  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  government,  exempts  an  individual  from 
all  responsibility  to  the  injured  government,  exists 
even  in  case  ol  war. 

Turning,  then,  from  a state  of  peace  to  1 h 3t  of 
war,  we  find,  at  the  very  threshold,  a very  impor- 
tant exception  to  the  rule,  if  it  exists  at  all,  in  the 
case  of  spies.  None  can  doubt  that,  if  a spy  is  de- 
tected and  arrested,  he  is  individually  and  personal- 
ly responsible,  though  his  pockets  should  be  filled 
with  ail  the  authority  the  country  which  employed 
him  could  give. 

But  is  the  case  of  spies  the  only  exception?  Are 
they  alone  personally  and  individually  responsible? 
Far  otherwise.  The  war  may  be  declared  in  the 
most  solemn  manner;  the  invaders  may  carry  with 
them  the  highest  authority  of  their  government,  and 
yet,  so  far  from  exempting  them  individually,  offi- 
cers, men,  and  all  may  be  slaughtered  and  destroy- 
ed in  almost  every  possible  manner,  not  only  with- 
out the  violation  of  international  laws,  but  with 
rich  honor  and  glory  to  their  destroyers.  Talk  of 
the  responsibility  of  the  government,  exempting 
their  instruments  from  responsibility ! How,  let 
me  ask,  can  the  government  be  made  responsible, 
but  through  its  agents  or  instruments?  Separate 
the  government  from  them,  and  what  is  it  but  an 
ideal,  intangible  tiling?  True  it  is,  when  an  invading 
enemy  is  captured  or  sui renders,  his  life  is  protect- 
ed by  the  laws  of  nations,  as  they  now  stand;  but 
not  because  the  authority  of  his  government  pro- 
tects it,  or  that  he  is  not  responsible  to  the  invaded 
country.  It  is  to  be  traced  to  a different  and  higher 
source — the  progress  of  civilization,  which  has  mi- 
tigated the  laws  of  war.  Originally  it  was  differ- 
ent. The  life  of  an  invader  might  be  taken,  w he- 
ther armed  or  disarmed.  He  who  captured  an  ene- 
my had  a right  to  take  his  life.  The  older  writers 
on  the  laws  of  nations  traced  thelawfulness  of  mak- 
ing a slave  of  a prisoner  to  the  fact  that  he  who 
captured  him  had  a right  to  his  life;  and,  if  he  spar- 
ed it,  a right  to  his  service.  To  commute  death 
unto  servitude  was  the  first  step  in  mitigating  the 
horrors  of  war.  That  has  been  followed  by  a fur- 
ther mitigation,  which  spares  the  life  of  a piisoner. 
excepting  the  case  of  spies,  to  whom  the  laws  of 
war,  as  they  stood  originally,  are  still  in  force. 
But,  because  their  lives  are  spared,  prisoners  do 
not  cease  to  be  individually  responsible  to  tlie  in- 
vaded country.  Their  liberty  at  the  time  is  forfeit- 
ed to  it.  Should  they  attempt  to  escape,  or  if  there 
be  danger  of  their  being  released  by  superior  force, 
their  lives  may  be  still  taken,  without  legard  to  the 
fact  that  they  acted  under  the  authority  of  their 
country.  A demand  on  the  part  of  their  govern- 
ment for  an  immediate  release,  on  the  ground  as- 
sumed in  this  case,  would  be  regarded  as  an  act  ol 
insanity. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  senators  from  Virginia  and  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Aiees  and  Mr.  Choule)  could  suc- 
ceed in  making  the  case  of  the  attack  on  the  Caro- 
line to  be  ail  act  of  war,  it  would  avail  them  nothing 
in  their  attempt  to  defend  the  demand  of  Mr.  Fox 
or  the  concession  of  Mr.  Webster.  McLeod,  if  it 
be  war,  would  be  a prisoner  of  war,  which,  if  it  pro- 
tected his  life,  forfeited  his  liberty.  In  that  chaiac- 
ter,  so  far  from  his  government  having  a right  to 
demand  his  immediate  release,  under  a threat  of 
war,  our  government  would  have  the  unquestiona- 
ble right  to  detain  him  till  there  was  a satisfactory 
termination  of  tile  war  by  the  adjustment  of  the 
question. 

To  place  this  result  in  a stronger  view,  suppose, 
after  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  the  armed  band 
which  perpetrated  the  act  had  been  captured  on 
their  retreat  by  an  armed  force  of  our  citizens, 
w ould  they  not,  if  the  transaction  is  to  be  regard  as 
war,  justly  have  been  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war,  to  be  held  as  such,  in  actual  confinement,  if 
our  government  thought  proper,  till  the  question 
was  amicably  settled?  And  would  not  the  demand 
for  their  immediate  release  in  such  a ca»e  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  insolent  ever  made  by  one 
independent  country  on  another?  And  can  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  band  has  come  into  our  possession  as 
McLeod  has;  if  it  is  to  be  considered  as  war,  vary 
the  case  in  the  least?  Viewed  in  this  light,  the  au- 
thority or  sanction  of  the  British  government  would 
be  a good  defence  against  the  charge  of  murder  or 
arson,  but  it  would  be  no  less  so  agaitist  his  release. 

But,  this  is  not  a case  of  war,  formal  or  informal, 
taking  the  latter  in  the  broadest  sense.  It  has  not 
been  though. t so  nor  so  treated  by  either  govern- 
ment, and  Mr.  Webster  himself,  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Fox  which  has  been  so  lauded  by  the  two  senators, 
speaks  of  it  as  “a  hostile  intrusion  into  the  territory 
of  a power  at  peace.”  The  transaction  comes  under 
a class  of  cases  fully  recognised  by  writers  on  inter- 
national law  as  distinct  from  war— that  of  bellige. 


rents  entering  with  force  the  territories  of  neutrals; 
anil  it  only  remains  to  determine  whether,  w lien 
viewed  in  this,  its  true  light,  oursecretary  has  taken 
the  grounds,  which  our  rights  and  honor  required, 
against  the  demand  of  the  British  minister. 

Thus  regarded,  the  first  point  presented  for  con- 
sideration is,  whether  Great  Britain,  as  a bellige- 
rent, was  justified  in  entering  our  territory  under 
the  circumstances  she  did.  And  here  let  me  re- 
mark, that  it  is  a fundamental  principle  in  the  laws 
of  nations,  that  every  state  or  nation  has  full  and 
complete  jurisdiction  over  its  own  lerritory  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others — a principle  essenlial  to  in- 
dependence, and  therefore  held  most  sacred.  It  is 
accordingly  laid  down  by  all  writeis  on  those  laws 
who  treat  of  the  subject,  that  nothing  short  of  ex- 
Ireme  necessity  can  justify  a belligerent  in  entering, 
with  an  armed  force,  on  the  territory  of  a neutral 
power,  and,  when  entered,  in  doing  any  act  which 
is  not  forced  on  them  bv  the  like  necessity  which 
justified  the  entering.  In  both  of  the  positions  I 
am  held  out  by  the  secretary  himself.  The  next 
point  to  be  considered  is,  did  Urpat  Britain  enter 
our  territory  in  this  case  under  any  such  necessity, 
and,  if  she  did,  were  her  acts  limited  by  such  ne- 
cessity? Here  again  I may  rely  on  the  authority  of 
the  secretary,  and,  if  it  had  not  already  been  quoted 
by  both  of  the  senators  on  the  other  side  who  pre- 
ceded me,  I would  read  the  eloquent  passage  to- 
wards the  close  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  which 
they  did  with  so  much  applause.  With  this  high 
authority,  I may  then  assume  that  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  in  this  case,  had  no  authority  un- 
der the  laws  of  nations  either  to  enter  our  territory 
or  to  do  what  was  done  in  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline after  it  was  entered. 

Now,  sir,  I ask,  under  this  statement  of  the  case, 
what  out  to  have  been  our  reply  when  the  per- 
emptory demand  was  made  for  the  immediate  re- 
lease of  McLeod?  Ought  not  our  secretary  of  state 
have  told  Mr.  Fox  that  we  regarded  the  hostile  en- 
try into  our  territory,  and  wlvat  was  perpetrated 
after  the  entry,  as  without  warrant  under  the  laws 
of  nations?  That  the  fact  had  been  made  known  to 
his  government  long  since,  immediately  after  the 
transaction?  That  we  had  received  no  explanation 
or  answer?  That  we  had  no  reason  for  believing 
that  his  government  had  sanctioned  the  acl?  That 
McLeod  had  been  arrested  and  indicted  under  the 
local  authority  of  New  York,  without  possibility  of 
knowing  that  the  transaction  had  been  sanctioned 
by  it?  That  we  still  regarded  the  transaction  in 
the  light  we  originally  did,  and  could  not  even  con- 
sider the  demand  till  the  conduct  of  which  we  had 
complained  was  explained?  But,  in  the  mean  time, 
that  McLeod  might  have  the  benefit  of  ttie  fact  on 
his  trial  that  the  transaction  was  sanctioned  by  his 
government,  it  would  be  transmitted  in  due  form  to 
those  who  had  charge  of  his  defence? 

Here  let  me  say  that  I entirely  concur  with  Mr. 
Forsyth,  that  the  approval  oftiie  British  government 
ol  the  transaction  in  question  was  an  important  fact 
in  the  trial  of  McLeod,  without,  however,  pretend- 
ing to  offer  an  opinion  w hether  it  would  be  a valid 
reason  against  a charge  of  murder,  of  which  the  es- 
sence is  killing  with  malice  prepense.  It  is  a point 
for  the  court  and  jury  and  not  for  us  to  decide.  Nor 
do  I intend  to  venture  an  opinion  whether,  if  found 
guilty,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  ttiat  his  go- 
vernment approved  of  1 1 is  conduct,  it  ought  not  to 
be  good  cause  for  his  pardon,  on  high  consid"ra 
tions  of  humanity  and  policy.  I leave  both  ques- 
tions, without  remark,  to  those  to  whom  the  deci- 
sion properly  belongs,  exrppt  to  express  my  con- 
viction that  there  is  not  and  has  noj  been  the  least 
danger  that  any  step  would  be  taken  towards  him 
not  fully  sustained  by  justice,  humanity  and  sound 
policy.  Any  step  which  did  not  strictly  comport 
with  these  would  shock  the  whole  community. 

Having  taken  the  ground,  I have  indicated  that 
we  ought  to  have  received  explanation  before  we 
respond  to  a peremptory  demand;  there  we  ought 
to  have  rested  till  we  had  first  received  explanation. 
It  is  a maxim  that  he  who  seeks  equity  must  do 
equity;  and,  on  the  same  principle,  a government 
that  seeks  to  enforcp  the  laws  of  nations  in  a parti- 
cular ca=e  against  another,  ought  to  show  that  it  has 
first  observed  them  on  its  own  part  in  the  same  trans- 
action; or  at  Ipast  show  plausible  reasons  lor  think 
ing  that  it  had.  None,  but  a proud  and  haughty 
nation  like  England;  would  think  of  making  the”de- 
matid  she  has  w ithout  even  deigning  to  notice  our 
complaints  against  her  conduct  in  connexion  with 
the  same  transaction;  and  I cannot  but  think  that, 
in  yielding  to  her  demand,  under  such  circum- 
stances, ihe  secretary  has  not  only  failed  to  exact 
what  is  due  to  our  rights  and  honor,  as  an  inde- 
pendent people,  but  has,  as  far  as  the  influence  of 
the  example  may  affect  it,  made  a dangerous  inno- 
vation on  the  code  of  international  laws.  I cannot 
but  think  the  principle  on  which  the  demand  to 


which  he  j ielded  was  made  is  highly  adverse  to  the 
weaker  power,  which  we  must  admit  ourselves  jet 
lobe,  when  compaied  to  Great  Britain.  Aggies- 
sions  are  rarely  by  the  weak  against  ttie  stronger 
power,  but  the  reverse;  and  the  practical  elf.  ct  of 
the  principle,  if  admitted,  would  be  to  change  the 
responsibility  of  declaring  war  from  the  aggressor — 
the  stonger  power— to  the  aggrieved,  the  weaker;  a 
disadvantage  so  great,  that  the  alternative  of  aban- 
doning the  demand  of  redress  for  the  aggression 
would  almost  invariably  be  forced  on  the  weaker, 
rather  than  to  apppal  to  arms.  This  case  itself  w ill 
furnish  an  illustration.  We  have  been  told  again 
and  again,  in  this  discussion,  that  in  yielding  to 
the  demand  to  release  McLeod  we  do  not  surrender 
our  right  to  hold  Great  Britain  responsible;  that  we 
have  the  power  and  will  to  exact  justice  by  arms. 
This  may  be  so;  but  is  it  not  felt  on  all  sides  that 
this  is,  I will  not  say  empty  boasting,  but  that  it  is 
all  talk?  Alter  yielding  to  the  peremptory  demand 
for  his  immediate  release;  after  sending  the  attorney 
general  to  look  aftpr  his  safety,  and  employin'* 
able  counsel  to  delend  him  against  the  laws  of  the 
state,  the  public  feeling  must  be  too  much  let  down 
to  think  ol  taking  so  bold  and  responsible  a mea- 
sure as  that  of  declaring  war.  The  onlv  hope  we 
could  ever  have  had  lor  a redress  lor  the'aggression 
would  have  been  to  demand  justice  of  the'Britisn 
government  before  we  answered  her  demand  on  us; 
and  I accoidmgly  regard  the  acquiescence  in  the 
demand  for  release,  without  making  a demand  of 
redress  on  onr  part,  as  settling  all  questions  con- 
nected with  the  transaction.  Thus  regarding  it,  I 
must  say  that,  though  I am  ready  to  concede  to  Mr. 
Webster’s  letter  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fox  all  the  excel- 
lence which  his  friends  claim  for  it,  the  feelin°- 
that  it  was  out  of  place  destroyed  all  its  beauties  in 
mv  pyes.  Its  lofty  sentiments  and  strong  condem- 
nation of  the  act  would  have  shown  to  advantage  in 
a letter  claiming  redress  on  our  part  before  yielding 
to  a peremptory  demand;  but,  afterwards,  it  looked 
too  much  like  putting  on  airs  when  it  was  too  late1 
after  having  made  an  apology  and  virtually  con- 
ceded the  point  at  issue.  In  truth,  the  letter  in- 
dicates that  Mr.  Webster  was  not  entirely  satisfied 
with  his  ready  compliance  with  Mr.  Fox’s  demand, 
of  which  the  part  where  he  says  that  he  is  not  cer- 
tain that  he  correctly  understood  him  in  demanding 
an  immediate  release  furriish  -s  a striking  instance'*. 
There  could  be  but  little  doubt  as  to  "what  was" 
meant;  but  the  assumption  of  one  afforded  a conve- 
nient opportunity  of  modifying  the  ground  he  first 
took. 

[debate  to  be  continued  ] 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  II.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Sevier  calling 
on  the  executive  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  general  Ai buckle  from  Fort"  Gibson  to 
Baton  Rouge,  was  debated  at  some  length  bv 
Messrs.  Sevier,  Benton , Preston,  Clay  and  Barrow 
after  which  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rives  to  refer  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  our  foreign 
aflatrs  to  Ihe  committee  on  foreign  ailairs  coining 
up  Mr.  CUcte,  ol  Mass,  took  the  floor  and  addiess- 
ed  the  senate  for  neatly  two  hours. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rallied,  and  controverted  some  of 
the  positions  of  Mr.  Choate,  after  he  concluded  Mr 
Hunhngton.  ol  Connecticut,  followed  in  onno-it.on 
to  Mr.  Calhoun  .and : discussed  tl.e  qitestiofi^me 
length,  alter  winch  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  12.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr  Clay,  ol  ky.  two  memorials  from  the  city 
of  New  York,  numerously  signed,  praying  the  en- 
actment of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  ol  Washington,  in  Ihe  District 

of  Columbia, stating  that  the  city  was  flooded  with 

small  notes  Irom  abroad,  not  worth  what  they  bore 
on  iheir  lace,  and  asking  that  the  banks  of  said  Dis- 
trict may  be  allowed  to  issue  small  notes  payable  in 
specie.  1 J 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  a memorial,  nume- 
rously signed  by  the  citizens  ol  the  town  of  Wayne 

£nk™n,’K:P,,jin5  '“S''"  '°P““  S«»*’d 

By  Mr.  Henderson , from  citizens  of  Jefferson 
county.  Mississippi,  for  the  enactment  of  a bank- 
rupt law. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  memorials  from  citizens  of  New 
York,  and  Iiotn  citizens  of  Clinton,  in  Clinton  coun- 
ty,  in  that  slate,  (or  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Merrick,  Irotn  (tie  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  Torre,  until  the  4th  day  of  July  1843 
the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 
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The  bill  appropriating  for  a limited  time  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  to  the  several  states,  and 
for  granting  lands  to  certain  states,  was  read  a se- 
cond time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
information  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  was 
adopted. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  calling 
on  the  president  for  certain  information,  were  seve- 
rally considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Sevier,  expressing  the  intention  to  move  a 
resolution,  first  called  for  the  reading  of  a clause 
in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war  which  alludes 
to  certain  frauds  perpetrated  in  the  southwest  in  the 
execution  of  Indian  treaties.  The  clause  having 
been  read,  he  then  sent  to  the  chair  a letter  from  J. 
R.  Stevenson,  disbursing  agent,  inquiring  whether 
he  was  to  consider  himself  as  included  in  the  clause 
referred  to 

Mr.  S.  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
furnish  the  senate  with  the  names  of  all  the  contrac- 
tors in  the  southwest  who  have  received  enormous  pro- 
fits under  Indian  annuities,  involving  the  disburse- 
ments of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  emigration  and 
subsistence  of  Indians,  as  referred  to  by  nim  in  his 
communication  to  the  president  on  the  31st  May,  1841, 
and  which  profits  were  effected  by  bribing  some  of  the 
subordinate  instruments  in  the  public  employment, 
furnishing  the  names  of  those  instruments,  or  through 
the  mismanagement  of  higher  public  agents,  giving 
the  names  of  those  agents,  who  can  only  screen  them- 
selves from  suspicion  of  a connivance  in  the  frauds  by 
submitting  to  the  imputations  of  gross  negligence  or 
ignorance  or  incapacity  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty;  and  that  he  furnish  to  the  senate  the  names  of 
all  the  parties  referred  to,  whether  agents  of  high  or 
subordinate  grade,  bribed  instruments  or  contractors, 
and  the  testimony  upon  which  his  communication  is 
predicated. 

After  some  conversation,  the  resolution  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston’s  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning 
the  return  of  a portion  of  our  fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean having  been  taken  up — 

Mr.  Preston  modified  it  so  as  to  make  it  a call 
for  the  correspondence  of  our  minister  in  England 
with  the  officers  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  and 
the  despatches  addressed  by  captain  Bolton  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  mover  and 
Mr.  Sevier  as  to  the  distinction  between  this  call 
and  that  relating  to  the  transfer  of  gen.  Arbuckle, 
the  resolution,  having  been  slightly  modified,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  some  days  ago 
by  Mr.  Olay,  of  Kentucky,  having  been  taken  up 
for  consideration — 

Resolved,  That  when  the  senate  adjourn  during  the 
present  session  leaving  a subject  under  discussion  and 
undecided,  the  consideration  of  the  subject  shall  be 
resumed  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  senate,  immedi- 
ately after  the  journal  is  read,  and  petitions  and  re- 
ports are  received,  without  waiting  for  the  usual  hour 
of  one  o’clock. 

The  resolution  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Benton, 
Clay,  Young,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  King,  Calhoun  and 
Mien,  when  Mr.  Calhoun  suggested  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  so  far  amended  as  to  add  “resolutions”  after 
“reports.” 

Mr.  Clay  declined  accepting  this  as  a modifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Walker  wished  it  to  include  calls  to  a com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Bayard,  who  suggested  the  expediency  of 
inserting  an  exception  in  favor  of  resolutions  of  in- 
quiry touching  the  subjects  that  might  be  under 
discussion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays,  being  called  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  19,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Clay  now  signified  his  willingness  to  accept 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bayard,  though 
he  did  not  consider  it  as  necessary. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  latter  clause,  “re- 
specting subjects  under  discussion,”  and  supported 
his  moiion  by  some  remarks  in  lavor  of  allowing 
calls  on  the  departments  for  information. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  replied  that  the  effect  of 
this  would  be  to  render  the  resolution  perfectly  nu- 
gatory. He  assured  gentlemen  that  there  was  no 
disposition  on  his  side  of  the  house  to  prevent  in- 
quiry. He  certainly  had  none  himself.  But  did 
the  gentlemen  realy  imagine  that,  because  as  a 
minority  they  possessed  certain  rights,  they  had  the 
right  of  controlling  the  business  of  congress?  Sup- 
pose one  of  them  should  introduce  a resolution,  for 
example,  on  the  subject  of  proscription,  and  the 


senate  should  be  drawn  off  to  debate  on  that  sub- 
ject, what  a sadly  ludicrous  spectacle  would  they 
not  present  to  the  American  people,  debating  for 
months  this  matter  of  proscription.  Would  a course 
like  that  obey  the  will  and  fulfil  the  expectations 
of  the  American  people?  The  presentation  of  re- 
solutions would  not  be  prevented  by  this  rule,  save 
at  times  when  an  important  subject  was  under  dis- 
cussion, and  remained  undecided.  He  hoped  that 
gentlemen  would  not  insist  on  going,  at  this  called 
session,  into  general  unrestricted  legislation. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  here  suggested  that  if  the 
object  was  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  the  whole 
morning  till  one  o’clock  on  matters  not  connected 
with  those  great  subjects  for  which  the  session  had 
been  called,  that  might  easily  be  accomplished  by 
so  modifying  the  resolution  as  to  set  apart  one  hour 
for  the  consideration  of  memorials,  reports  and  re- 
solutions. He  suggested  that  modification,  and  asked 
if  it  was  unreasonable? 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  replied  that  he  really 
wished  to  see  the  business  of  the  senate  done  in 
the  manner  most  agreeable  to  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  house.  If  gentlemen  would  be  con- 
tent with  having  one  hour  assigned  them  for  their 
calls  on  the  departments  and  other  resolutions,  very 
well,  he,  for  one,  would  assent  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  Mr. 
Clay  further  modified  the  resolution  by  adding  the 
words,  “unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  senate.” 
And  the  resolution  in  its  finally  amended  shape  was 
then  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  during  the  present  session,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  one  hour  after  the  meeting  of  the  senate 
each  day,  the  senate  will  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  lett  unfinished  the  preceding  day,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  question  of  reporting  to  the  senate  on  the 
subject  of  a fiscal  agent  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  vesting  the  control  of  said  agency  in  a board 
of  six  directors,  located  at  the  city  of  Washington,  to 
be  chosen  by  a joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  congress, 
two  of  said  directors  to  be  elected  at  each  successive 
vote,  each  member  being  permitted  to  vote  only  on  each 
occasion  for  one  director,  so  as  to  prevent  said  board 
being  placed  under  the  control  of  the  executive  or  of 
any  party. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  tendering  to  the  states 
branches  of  said  fiscal  agency,  on  the  condition  pre- 
cedent, that  said  states  have  first  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  each  other  for  the  gradual  and  prospective 
limitation  or  abandonment  of  the  banking  power  of  the 
states. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedency  of  confining  said  agency  to 
the  use  of  gold  and  silver,  and  of  bills  receivable  of  the 
governmentof  the  United  States  of  large  denomina- 
tions, excluding  all  the  paper  of  the  state  banks,  and 
so  as  to  retain  an  adequate  supply  and  circulation  of 
gold  as  well  as  silver  at  all  times  in  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  also  inslructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  applying  prospective- 
ly the  bankrupt  power  of  this  government  to  the  state 
banks. 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  upon  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A report  was  received  and  read  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  containing  the  heads  of  the 
proposed  plan  fora  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States, 
accompanied  by  a bill  in  correspondence  with  it. 

The  bill  and  report  were  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  currency,  and  1,600  extra  copies 
of  both  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  election  of  a chap- 
lain. 

When  the  rev.  Mr.  Tustin,  having  received  29 
votes,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  14.  Memorials  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law 
were  presented  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Wright  and  Hen- 
derson. 

Mr.  Berrien,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
made  a report  on  a memorial  praying  for  nn  increase 
of  the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  Louisiana,  in 
favor  of  the  object,  but  praying  to  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  it,  until  the  next  session. 

Petitions  were  presented  on  the  subject  of  a na- 
tional bank,  for  it  by  Mr.  Kerr,  and  against  it  by 
Mr.  Wright. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  calling  for 
a schedule  of  the  payments  out  of  the  treasury  for 
the  last  three  months,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Woodbury  moved  an  amendment,  making  the 
call  more  specific. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble, yeas  22,  noes  19. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  the 
consideration  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Walker  submitted  a resolution  instructing 
the  committee  on  the  public  lands  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  a modification  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  make  it  a law  for  a general 
pre-emption  system,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Woodbury,  call- 
ing on  the  president  to  inform  the  senate  if  any  ap- 
plication has  been  made  to  him  to  buy  state  stocks, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Sevier,  calling  on 
the  secretary  of  war  to  state  the  names  of  the  con- 
tractors for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  in  the  south 
west  who  made  exorbitant  profits,  &c.  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Morehead  suggested  the  postponement  of  the 
subject  until  the  charges  of  the  secretary  of  war 
shall  have  been  investigated. 

Mr.  Sevier  reiterated  what  he  had  before  stated 
on  this  subject.  He  feared  that  the  inquiry  about 
to  be  entered  into  was  to  be  a sort  of  a star  chamber 
investigation,  and  would  be  conducted  in  an  ex  parte 
manner.  He  wished  to  know  also  how  the  migrat- 
ing Seminoles  were  provided  with  food,  whether 
they  are  fed  by  contract  or  not  fed  at  all.  He 
would  stand  by  the  secretary  of  war  in  ferreting 
out  any  real  abuses,  and  he  wished  to  know  the 
names  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  Morehead  said  he  would  go  with  the  senator 
at  the  proper  time,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  suspend  the  call  for  the  present.  He  had 
called  on  the  secretary  of  war,  and  had  a conversa- 
tion with  him  on  the  subject,  and  he  assured  the 
senator  that  a call  at  this  moment  would  but  embar- 
rass the  inquiries  of  the  secretary.  The  secretary 
in  the  present  state  of  the  inquiry  would  not  be  able 
to  furnish  any  satisfactory  answer  to  the  call  be- 
cause the  proceedings  were  incomplete. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sevier  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  tha 
affirmative — yeas  24,  nays  22. 

The  special  order,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rivee 
to  refer  the  message  of  the  president  in  relation  to 
our  foreign  affairs  to  the  committee  on  foregn  af- 
fairs, was  taken  up  and  debated  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Preston  and  Benton,  after  which  the  senate  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Buchanan  adjourned. 

June  15.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  before 
that  body  three  several  messages  from  the  treasury 
department  in  compliance  with  resolutions  of  the 
8th  inst.  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  New  York, 
for  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  White,  from  a number  of  citizens  of  In- 
diana, for  the  enactment  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  citizens  of  New  York,  for 
the  enactment  of  a bankrupt  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dixon,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  relative  to  the  election  of 
a public  printer. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  public 
printer,  when  Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  having  received 
27  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  then 
taken  up,  but  was  passed  over  in  consequence  of 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  chairman. 

The  motion  to  print  1,500  copies  additional  of 
the  report  of  the  plan  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury was  announced. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  should  not  move  it  then;  indeed, 
it  had  remained  so  long  that  if  the  types  were  scat- 
tered he  did  not  know  whether  he  should  move  it 
at  all.  The  matter  had  sufficient  publicity  through 
the  newspapers.  He  did  not,  however,  wish  to 
prevent  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Woodbury)  from  making  a speech;  there  would, 
however,  be  other  occasions  when  he  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  saying  what  he  desired. 

Mr.  .King  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire wished  to  proceed,  he  had  the  right;  it  was 
perfectly  in  order  to  do  so,  and  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  had  no  right  to  object. 

Mr.  Clay  had  no  desire  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion on  forms  of  order;  he  would  not  consent  to 
have  his  proposition  snatched  from  him  whether  he 
would  or  no.  If  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire 
desired  to  speak,  he  had  no  disposition  to  prevent 
him;  if  to-morrow  or  any  other  suitable  occasion 
he  chose  to  proceed,  Mr.  C.  would  not  object. 

Mr.  King.  To-morrow,  then;  let  it  be  so  under- 
stood. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  refer  so  much  of  (he  president's 
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message  as  relates  to  foreign  affairs  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs;  when  Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and 
addressed  the  senate  for  near  an  hour  and  a half. 

Mr.  Clay  made  a brief  but  powerful  reply,  de- 
fending the  course  of  the  secretary  of  state,  as  en- 
tirely proper  and  consistent  with  the  laws  of  nations. 

Mr.  Allen  made  a few  observations,  intimating 
that  he  would  give  his  views  in  lull  at  a future  pe- 
riod, when  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  re- 
ported, deeming  it,  as  he  did,  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant subject  that  could  occupy  the  attention  of 
congress. 

The  question  was  then  puton  the  adoption  of  the 
motion,  and  carried. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States  of  an  executive  character. 

On  motion,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  conside- 
ration of  executive  business;  and,  after  ashort  time 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 

June  16.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  the  president  pro  tern,  the  memorial  of  the 
mayor  and  common  council  of  Philadelphia,  in  re- 
lation to  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  and  the 
protection  of  that  city. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  the  allowance  of  one  year’s  sa- 
lary to  the  family  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late 
president  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  widows  of  revolutionary 
soldiers,  stating  the  poverty  and  distress  that  would 
ensue  to  them  if  the  pension  act  of  1838  were  re- 
pealed. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  urging  the 
settlement  of  their  claims  for  French  spoliations 
made  prior  to  1800. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from  citizens  of  Ro- 
chester, New  York,  asking  the  passage  of  a general 
bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  New  York  and  Connecti- 
cut engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hats,  asking  that 
a duty  may  be  imposed  on  fur  bodies  and  silk  hats. 

Mr.  C.  thought  it  would  be  well  to  look  to  the  in- 
terests of  that  people.  The  memorial  could  be  re- 
ferred, and  when  the  matter  came  up  it  might  be 
attended  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a river  land  district  in  that  state,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  senate,  and  on  his  mo- 
tion they  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  take  up  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  him  some  days  since,  calling  on  the  trea- 
sury lor  a schedule  of  the  payments  made  from  the 
treasury  during  the  months  of  March,  April  and 
May  of  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  resolution  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  with  a view  that  it  should  lay  there. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  taken 
up;  it  asked  nothing  unreasonable.  Was  it  to  be 
understood  that  information  desired  for  the  purpose 
of  legislation  was  to  be  withheld?  The  whole  ba- 
sis of  the  report  about  the  deficit  of  the  treasury 
rested  on  that  information;  it  was  very  material  that 
it  should  be  forthcoming. 

Mr.  Clay  thought  it  not  worth  while  to  get  in  a 
passion  about  it.  The  resolution  was  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  Woodbury),  and  embraced  a much  wider 
scope  than  the  original.  It  was  the  general  under- 
standing, he  thought,  that  no  business  was  to  be 
acted  on  save  what  was  essential  and  embraced  in 
the  message  of  the  president.  The  resolution,  if 
adopted,  would  require  great  labor  and  time  to  pre- 
pare, and  compel  the  departments  to  exclude  more 
important  matters  in  which  they  might  be  required 
to  be  engaged. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  was  very  desirable  to  have 
the  information.  The  secretary,  in  his  report,  had 
given  aggregates;  but  general  results  were  wanted. 
In  making  out  the  report,  he  did  not  give  the  ex- 
penditures from  the  fourth  of  March  to  the  first  of 
June.  Mr.  C.  expressed  the  hope  tiiat  no  gag 
would  be  resorted  to  preventing  them  from  having 
the  desired  information.  He  spoke  in  no  passion; 
but  in  a matter  imminently  dangerous  to  the  coun- 
try and  constitution,  he  expressed  himself  with 
feeling. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  he  had  suggested  the  amend- 
ment because  it  opened  the  door  for  inquiry;  it  could 
be  voted  down  if  gentlemen  desired. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  question  was  on  taking  up 
the  resolution,  and  he  certainly  had  the  right  to  do 
that.  If  they  desired  to  suppress  information,  they 
could  vote  it  down;  they  had  the  numbers. 

Mr.  Clay  was  sure  there  was  no  senator  on  that 
side  of  the  house  any  more  than  himself  that  would 
not  cheerfully  furnish  any  information  that  was  re- 
quisite to  the  purposes  of  fair  legislation.  But  if 


gentlemen  made  calls  on  the  departments  which 
would  have  a tendency  to  check  and  embarrass 
them  in  their  operations  at  this  critical  moment, 
could  they  blame  them  for  interfering?  He  put  it 
to  their  candor  to  say  whether  at  any  time  there  had 
been  evinced  a desire  to  withhold  information? — 
Gentlemen  talk  of  their  opinions  of  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  to  the  country  and  constitution  by 
our  measures.  They  were  entitled  to  their  opinions; 
but  which  were  to  prevail,  those  of  the  majority,  or 
those  of  the  minority?  He  thought  no  decisive 
purpose  could  be  effected  by  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  leave  the 
simple  resolution  as  originally  draughted. 

Mr.  Woodbury  thought  he  could  show  that  the 
amendment  could  not  involve  the  department  in  any 
unnecessary  expense,  and  that  it  bore  directly  on 
the  matters  for  which  they  were  called  to  legislate 
at  the  extra  session. 

The  motion  to  take  up  having  been  waived — The 
resolution  of  Mr.  Clay  to  print  1,500  extra  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  secretary  on  finance,  was  taken 
up,  when  Mr.  Woodbury  rose  and  delivered  his 
views  at  length  on  that  report. 

Mr.  Evans  rose  to  reply,  but,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Clay,  the  hour  being  late,  the  senate  went 
into  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and, 
alter  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

June  17.  The  president  pro  tern,  of  the  senate 
communicated  a letter  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  reports  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
12th  instant,  calling  for  orders  sent  to  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  &c.  in  relation  to  political  interfe- 
rence in  elections,  &c. 

Also,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
same  date,  a copy  of  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
missioners to  investigate  the  public  works  in  the 
city  of  Washington. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  8th  instant 
calling  for  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued 
prior  to  the  4th  day  of  March  last,  &c. 

These  communications  were  severally  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented, and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  two  memorials  from  citi- 
zens of  New  York  and  the  town  of  Millersburg, 
Ohio,  asking  the  enactment  of  a general  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  asking  an 
extension  of  time  to  wind  up  their  concerns. 

Resolutions  of  inquiry  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Nicholson,  Henderson,  Merrick  and  Buchanan,  which 
will  be  noted  in  their  progress. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  read  a 
second  time;  when  Mr.  Evans  expressed  a wish 
that  the  senator  who  had  especial  charge  of  the  bill 
would  let  it  lie  over  until  to  morrow.  The  subject 
might  lead  to  discussion,  w hich  would  expend  the 
time  of  the  senate  to  the  interruption  of  the  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  would  cheerfully  yield  to 
the  wishes  of  the  senator  in  postponing  ihe  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  until  to-morrow.  He  did  not 
apprehend,  however,  that  it  would  lead  to  any  de- 
bate, as  the  subject  had  been  amply  discussed  at  a 
prior  session.  It  was  a matter  in  which  the  people 
of  the  District  were  deeply  interested,  and  he  was 
therefore  disposed  to  have  it  acted  on  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  should  call  up  the  bill  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion  to  print  an 
extra  number  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  on  the  finances. 

Mr.  Evans  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  great 
length,  chiefly  in  answer  to  Mr.  Woodbury's  re- 
marks of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Wright  followed;  and  after  speaking  for  half 
an  hour,  gave  way  for  a motion  to  go  into  execu- 
tive session.  After  which,  the  senate  adjoured. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  June  9.  Some  explanations  took 
place  between  the  speaker  and  several  members  in 
relation  to  certain  proposed  corrections  of  the  jour- 
nal, which,  however,  resulted  in  no  action. 

Mr.  C.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  the  speaker.  He  (Mr.  B.)  saw,  on  look- 
ing at  the  newspapers,  that  the  committees  there 
announced  were  not  the  same  as  the  committees 
which  had  yesterday  been  read  at  the  clerk’s  table. 
He  desired  to  know  where  the  real  committees 
would  be  found. 

The  speaker  stated  that  it  was  known  to  the  house 
that  the  chair  had  had  only  a very  short  time  in 


which  to  make  out  the  list,  and  there  had  not  been 
time  to  have  them  copied.  A few  of  the  names 
had  thus  been  transposed,  and  in  three  instances  the 
names  of  three  gentlemen  had  been  entirely  omit- 
ted. These  things  having  occurred  solely  from  the 
hurry  in  which  the  committees  were  required  to  be 
made  up,  the  speaker  presumed  that  it  would  be  in 

the  power  of  the  chair  to  make  the  corrections. 

The  committees  would  be  found  on  the  clerks  table. 

[The  corrections  will  be  found  in  our  last  on 
page  271], 

Mr.  Graham  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given 
on  the  second  day  of  the  present  session,  and  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  lo  repeal  the  act  of  July 
4,  1840,  commonly  known  as  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr  Weller  objected. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  vote  for  the  elec- 
tion of  door  keeper,  the  speaker  appoinling  Messrs. 
Warren,  Clinlon  and  Green  tellers  to  superintend 
the  voting. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomina- 
tion, on  the  first  voting,  which  resulted  as  follows: 
Whole  number  of  votes  213 

Necessary  to  a choice  107 

Of  which 


Mr.  Joseph  Follansbee  received  112 

Mr.  R.  C.  .Washington  J6 

Mr.  John  Addison  2 

Mr.  Jesse  E.  Dow  49 

Mr.  J.  W.  Bronaugh  9 

Mr.  A.  B.  Lindsley  4 

Mr.  Cranston  Laurie  15 

Scattering  6 

So,  on  the  first  voting,  Mr.  Joseph  Follansbee 
was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  door-keeper  of  this 
house. 

Whereupon  he  appeared  and  took  the  oath  of  of- 
fice. 

The  next  election  in  order,  under  the  resolution 
of  yesterday,  being  that  of  assistant  door-keeper — 
The  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Snyder,  Morris 
and  Sallonstall  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated,  and 
the  vote  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  195 

Necessary  to  a choice  98 

Of  which 

Mr.  Hunter  received  149 

Mr.  Choate  4 

Mr.  Cunningham  10 

Mr.  Ellison  A.  Hopkins  4 

Mr.  Beck  3 

Mr.  Powell  7 

Mr.  Samuel  Duncan  4 

Mr.  Cutts  44 

So  Mr.  Hunter,  having  received  a majority  of  all 
the  votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  assistant 
door-keeper  of  this  house.  Whereupon  he  appear- 
ed and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, it  was  resolved  that  Mr.  McCormick  be  re- 
appointed postmaster  of  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  house  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  chaplain  to  this  house. 

The  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Underwood,  Young 
and  Campbell , ot  S.  C.  tellers  to  superintend  the 
voting.  1 he  following  gentlemen  were  nominated 
and  the  vote  stood  a°  follows: 

Whole  nu tr. her  of  votes  189 

Necessary  '(0  a choice  95 

01  which  Mr.  French  received  H8 

Mr.  Page  6 

Mr.  Bristol  16 

Mr.  Braxton,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Bailey  ]6 

Mr.  W’elton  16 

Mr.  Reese  ]g 

Scattering  2 

So  the  rev.  Mr.  French,  having  received  a ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  rose  and  offered  the  following 
resolution. 


Resolved,  That  the  house  now  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  printer  of  this  house  for  the  27th  congress,  whose 
compensation  shall  be  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  the 
prices  fixed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 

A question  was  raised  by  Mr.  Clifford  as  to  the 
business  now  in  order,  which  was  discussed  for 
some  time,  by  several  members,  when  the  decision 
of  the  chair  was  called  for. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  first  motion  in  order 
was  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
( Mr.  lngersoll)  and  that  that  gentlemen  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  on  that  motion. 

This  motion  was  read  from  the  join  nal  (substan- 
tially) as  a motion  by  Mr.  lngersoll  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  yesterday,  adopting  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  to 
adopt  the  rules  of  the  last  house  of  representatives, 
by  adding  to  the  said  resolution  the  words,  except- 
ing the  21st  rule;  that  Mr.  Everett  excepted  to  the 
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reception  of  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
not  in  outer. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  then  took  the  floor  and  spoke  for 
some  time,  being  repeatedly  called  to  order  by 
members,  but  without  concluding,  gave  way  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Wise  that  the  house  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  ta- 
ken, were  yeas  101;  nays  82.  So  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Thursday,  June  10.  The  journal  of  yesterday  be- 
ing read,  some  conversation  was  had  concerning  an 
alteration  ol  yesterday’s  report.  After  discussion 
the  subject  was  dropped. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  on  leave  introduced  a resolution 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a committee  of 
three,  on  the  part  of  this  house,  on  the  library  ol 
congress.  8tc.;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution 
providing  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  made  to  this  house  at  the  present  session, 
be  committed  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
except  such  parts  thereof  as  related  to  the  subject 
already  submitted  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Randolph  desired  to  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Weller  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the  re- 
solution. 

The  speaker  said  the  resolution  could  not  be  in- 
troduced but  by  unanimous  consent.  - 

Mr.  Randolph,  (on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fillmore) 
withdrew  his  proposition  to  amend. 

Mr.  Fillmore  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Weller]  would  withdraw  his  objection.  The 
committee  ol  ways  and  means  had  no  business  be- 
fore them. 

Mr.  Stanly.  Move  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a suspension  ol  the  rule. 

Mr.  I’ickens  was  understood  to  suggest  that,  there 
was  some  business  requiring  the  action  of  the  com  - 
ini t tee  of  ways  and  means;  he  alluded  to  the  appro- 
priations necessary  to  pay  themselves.  [Laughter.] 
He  presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  now. 

[Cries  of  “No,  no;”  “t hat  will  fix  it.”] 

The  speaker  here  stated  to  the  house  that  the  ap- 
plications lor  money  had  been  very  numerous' and 
pressing;  and  that  heavy  responsibilities  on  this 
subj  ct  had  already  been  taken  by  the  speaker.  No 
appropriations  had  been  made,  and  the  chair  was 
now  checking  upon  a bank  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. It  was  for  the  house  to  say  how  long  this 
state  ol  things  should  continue. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fih more,  and  the  rules  were  suspended.  And 
then  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  appointment  of  a committee  on  enrolled 
bills.  Concurred  in,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  on  leave,  present- 
ed a resolution  passed  by  citizens  of  Chaileston,  S. 
C.  recommending  an  appropriation  to  the  amount 
of  one  year’s  salary  for  general  Harrison’s  family. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  the  resolution  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  upon  that 
subject.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eveiett,  tiie  reso- 
lution was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion purporting  to  be  testimony  in  the  case  of  con- 
tested election  Iroin  Virginia.  Ori  motion  of  Mr. 
Underwood,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
eltcuous. 

Mr.  Underwood,  by  unanimous  consent,  present- 
ed memonals  torn  the  Patriotic  bank  and  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  (the  purport  of  which  did  not  trans- 
piie);  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  the 
District  ol  Columbia. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  treasurer  ol  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  service  of  the  post  office  department  for  the 
year  terminating  the  first  of  July , 1840.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Weller,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Bidlack  rose  and  said  he  did  not  wish  lo  in- 
terrupt the  business  of  the  house,  but  he  desired  to 
inquire  of  the  chair  whether  a day  would  soon  be 
assigned  for  the  presentation  of  petitions  and  memo- 
rials generally,  or  whether  it  would  be  in  order  for 
him  now  to  present  a memorial.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a petition  which  he  was  desirous  to  present, 
if  he  could  do  so  in  order. 

T he  speaker  was  understood  to  say  that,  after  the 
special  business'  (of  reconsideration)  now  before 
the  house  had  been  disposed  of,  petitions  and  me- 
morials would  be  entertained. 

Mr.  McKeon,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the 
citv  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  a national  bank; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McK.  was  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  the  currency. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a select 


committee,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  report,  as 
early  as  possible,  a bill  for  the  apportionment  of  re- 
presentatives within  the  several  states  according 
to  the  census.  Mr.  W.  made  an  explanation  on  the 
subject  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Everett  felt  constrained,  he  said,  to  object  to 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution. 

A joint  resolution  was  received  from  the  senate 
in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a joint  committee 
on  (lie  library,  &c.  Concurred  in. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  house  had  decided 
iri  favor  of  omitting  the  21st  rule  of  the  last  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  resumed  his  remarks,  commenced 
yesterday,  (during  which  he  was  repeatedly  called 
to  order  lor  not  confining  himself  to  the  subject),  after 
proceeding  for  sometime,  by  permission,  he  conclud- 
ed by  expressing  his  deep  anxiety  and  solicitude  to 
put  an  end  to  the  excitement  prevailing  in  the  coun- 
try in  relation  to  questions  of  abolitionism,  and  to 
restore  it  to  repose,  peace  and  tranquillity. 

Immediately  on  Mr.  Ingersoll  resuming  his  seat, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  rose  and  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  reconsider;  [there  being  some 
eight  or  ten  gentlemen  struggling  for  the  floor], 

Mr.  Truman  Smith  moved  acall  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Ky.  desired  Mr.  C.  to  yield  the 
floor.  He  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  a re- 
quest to  make  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York; 
and  if  the  gentleman  declined  to  concede  to  it,  he 
(Mr.  M.)  was  understood  tosay  he  would  not  press 
the  matter  further. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  would  withdraw  the  previous 
question  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Marshall)  would  pledge  himself  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  Warren  insisted  that,  if  there  was  any  yield- 
ing, it  should  be  unconditional. 

The  speaker  inquired  of  Mr.  Clark  whether  he 
yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  that  unless  the  gentleman  would 
pledge  himself  to  renew  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  he,  (Mr.  C.)  must  insist  on  his  motion. 

And,  after  some  conversation,  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  was  persisted  in. 

And  the  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  80,  nays  43. 
So  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered. 

The  clerk  then  called  the  roll,  and  196  members 
answered  to  iheir  names. 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  call- 
ed over,  the  speaker  announced  that  211  members 
were  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  by  a vote  of  ayes  115, 
rioes  not  counted,  all  fuither  proceedings  on  the 
call  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Marshall  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  N. 
York,  (Mr.  Ctaik),  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question.  It" the  gentleman  would  consent 
to  do  so,  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  willing  to  pledge  him- 
self to  renew  the  motion  after  he  should  have  con- 
cluded the  remarks  he  desired  to  make. 

Mr.  Clark  thereupon  withdrew  his  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  involving  the  right  of 
a member  to  make  these  conditional  surrenders  of 
motions  submitted  by  him,  but  no  action  was  taken 
on  the  point  of' order. 

Mr.  Marshall  then  rose  and  addressed  the  house 
for  a space  of  two  hours  on  the  subject  matter  in- 
voliing  the  21st  rule,  and  generally  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Mams,  and  concluded  by  saying 
that  having  been  indulged  by  the  courtesy  ol  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Clark),  heshould, 
in  compliance  with  his  contract,  renew  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  although  his  own  impres- 
sion was  that  it  ought  not  to  be  seconded,  but  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  debate  had  been  forced  upon  the 
house,  it  should  now  be  permitted  to  go  ahead. 

And  the  question  being  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  Mr.  Randolph  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  of  reconsideration  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wise  submitted  to  the  chair  that  this  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  if  it  should  prevail,  would  not 
touch  the  second  motion  to  reconsider,  [i.  e.  that 
submitted  the  other  day  to  reconsider  the  final  vote 
by  which  the  rules  of  the  last  house  were  adopted, 
temporarily,  and  by  which  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed thereon  ] 

The  speaker  said:  Not  at  all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  and  was 
decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  77,  nays  142.  So 
(he  motion  to  reconsiner  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 


Mr.  Steenrod  asked  lor  tellers;  who  were  ordered, 
and  Hie  question  w as  seconded,  ayes  108,  noes  94. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  ihe  question, 
“Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?”  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  116,  nays  100.  So  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  “Shall  the  vote  be  recon- 
sidered?” was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: yeas  110,  nays  116.  So  the  vote  was  not  re- 
considered. 

Mr.  Wise  then  called  up  the  second  motion  for 
reconsideration,  to  wit:  the  molion  of  Mr.  Fomance, 
“that  the  house  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a committee  to 
report  rules  fo'r  the  government  of  the  house,  and 
temporarily  adopting  the  rules  ami  orders  of  the 
last  house.” 

Which  motion  being  regularly  before  (he  house, 
Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  a few  words  to  say,  and  was 
willing  either  to  go  on  now,  or,  if  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  house,  to  yield  to  a motion  lor  adjourn- 
ment, and  submit  his  remarks  to-morrow  mornings 
Mr.  W.  having  yielded  the  floor  for  the  purpose;. 
Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  107,  nays  97.  So  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  June  11.  The  first  business  in  order 
was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fomance , “that  the  house 
reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a committee  to  report  rules  for  the 
government  of  the  house,  and  temporarily  adopt- 
ing the  rules  and  orders  ol  the  last  house-” 

Mr.  Wise  being  entitled  to  Ihe  floor, 

Mr.  Pendleton  asked  the  gentleman  to  give  way 
to  enable  him  to  present  a memorial  from  the  cham- 
ber of  commerce  of  Cincinnati;  also,  one  from  the 
citizens  of  New  Richmond,  Clermont  county,  Ohio, 
asking  for  an  astablishinent  of  a national  bank. 
But,  Mr.  Wise  declining  to  yield  the  floor,  the  me- 
morials were  not  presented. 

Mr.  Bolts  now  arose,  and  said  that  if  he  under- 
stood the  proposition  before  the  house,  it  was  a mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a committee  to  report  rules 
for  the  government  of  the  house,  and  temporarily 
adopting  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  house.  In 
pursuance  of  these  rules,  thirty-three  standing 
committees  had  been  appointed,  and  a sergeant  at- 
arms,  doorkeeper,  &c.  elected.  He  desired  to  be 
informed  whether,  if  the  vote  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion be  reconsidered,  all  these  elections  would  not 
be  thereby  annulled? 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  was  always  willing  to  give 
way',  hut  could  not  on  Ihe  present  occasion,  as  he 
w-as  desirous  that  the  question  should  be  speedily 
disposed  of  by  the  house.  He  proceeded  at  some 
length  in  his  remarks;  but  without  concluding, 
suddenly  look  his  seat,  remarking,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  was  very  sick.  He  was  immediately’ 
removed  from  the  hall. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  before  the  house  was 
postponed  until  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  he  would 
move  that  the  house  now  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a printer. 

The  resolution  relative  to  that  subject,  offered  by 
Mr.  Sergeant  a few  days  ago,  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Alherton  raisi-d  a question  whether  it  was  in 
order.  The  chair  said  it  was;  whereupon  Mr. 
Atherton  appealed  from  his  decision. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Gil- 
mer, Atherton,  Clifford,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Chapman, 
Dean  and  the  speaker,  the  question  on  the  appeal 
was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  were,  yeas  145, 
nays  75.  The  decision  was  sustained. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  and  the 
resolution  was  then  rrad,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  now  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  printer  of  this  house  for  the  twenty-seventh 
congress,  whose  compensation  shall  be  twenty  per 
cent,  less  than  the  prices  fixed  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1819. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  a division  of  Ihe  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  lo;  ami  the  question  being  taken 
on  the  first  branch  thereof,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Ihe  second  branch; 
whereupon  Mr.  Weller  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  178 
nays  19.  So  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wutterson  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  given  with  a view,  in  case  the  motion  should 
prevail,  of  then  offering  resolutions  referring  the 
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subject  of  the  public  printing  to  a select  commit- 
tee; whose  duty  it  should  be  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  letting  out  the  printing  to  be  done  by 
contract,  to  tin  lowest  bidder,  who  shall  lurnish 
satislactoiy  evidence  ol  his  ability  to  execute  the 
same.  Also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  sepa- 
rating the  public  printing  Iroiu  the  newspaper  press, 
&c.  &o. 

Mr.  Sergeant  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground 
that,  by  the  adoption  of  Ibis  resolution,  the  hoime 
would  secure  the  execution  ol  the  printing  at  a 
price  lower,  by  five  per  cent,  than  the  select  com- 
mittee had  required  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  IV.  Cost  Johnson  followed,  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

And  the  previous  question  being  seconded,  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  he  put;  and  being 
put,  as  lollows,  “will  the  house  reconsider?”  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  122. 
Nominations  then  being  in  order, 

Mr.  Morgan  nominated  Messis.  Gales  & Seaton. 
Mr.  McKeon  nominated  Messrs.  Blair  & Rives. 
Messrs.  McKeon  and  Morgan  were  then  appoint- 
ed tellers. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  vote,  and  the  re- 
sult was  as  lollows: 

Whole  number  of  votes,  213 

Necessary  to  a choice,  197 

For  Gales  & Seaton,  134 

For  Blaii  be  Rives,  73 

For  F.  ter  Force,  6 

So  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  were  declared  to 
have  been  duly  elected. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Briggs,  the  usual  order  for  the 
furnishing  of  newspapers,  ike.  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  submit  a resolution  confin- 
ing the  action  of  congress  at  ihe  present  session  to 
a certain  class  of  measures;  but  the  motion  was 
negatived. 

After  several  unsuccessful  attempts  by  other 
members  to  introduce  bills.  See.  at  half  past  4 P. 
M.  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  12.  Mr.  Chapman , of  Alabama, 
introduced  the  hon.  Wm.  W.  Puyne,  representative 
elect  Iroin  the  stale  of  Alabama,  who  was  qualified 
and  took  bis  seat. 

Some  explanation  took  place  between  Mr.  Mc- 
Keon and  the  speaker,  in  relation  to  the  committee 
on  the  expenditures  of  the  treasury  department. 

Mr.  Goggin  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
house  had  adopted  the  resolution  appointing  a com 
miltee  to  report  lules  lor  Ihe  government  of  this 
house,  and  adopting,  until  such  report  be  made,  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  last  house,  (except  the  21st), 
l'orthe  government,  temporarily,  ol  this  house,  be 
postponed  until  Monday  next.  Mr.  G.  assigned, 
as  his  reason  lor  tins  motion,  t tie  continued  indispo- 
sition of  Mr.  Wise,  who,  however,  was  in  his  seat, 
and  who  was  willing  to  proceed  now  rather  than 
not  having  an  opportunity  of  closing  his  remarks. 
The  motion  lor  postponement  was,  without  a word, 
adopted. 

Mr.  Graham,  ol  N.  C.  allied  leave  (o  introduce  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  act  commonly  called  the  sub  trea- 
sury bill. 

Objection  being  made  and  a few  words  from 
Messrs.  Pickens.  Arnold  and  Graham,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  asked  lor  on  suspending  the  rules,  and 
being  taken  were,  yeas  56,  nays  132.  So  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  house  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution  pre- 
sented by  him  yesterday. 

Resol  red,  That  the  action  of  the  several  standing 
committees  of  this  house,  except  the  committees  of 
elections,  of  mileage,  and  accounts,  and  of  ways 
and  means,  on  all  matters  no;  embraced  by  tile 
message  of  the  president  of  the  Uniled  States  to  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  communicated  on  the  second 
day  of  the  present  session,  be  suspended  until  the  com- 
mencement ol  the  annual  session  in  December  next, 
except  it  be  to  consider  the  subject  of  an  uniform  bank- 
rupt law  as  far  as  may  he  thought  fit;  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  all  petitions  relating  to  other  matters  than 
those  embraced  in  the  message,  except  as  before  ex- 
cepted, be  also  postponed  to  the  period  above  specified. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception,  Mr.  Ser- 
geant moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays,  w hich  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  yeas  122,  nays  89.  ( not  two  - thirds.) 

Tlie  speaker  commenced  the  call  for  petilions  and 
memorials  in  the  order  of  the  states  and  territories, 
commencing  with  the  stale  of  Maine,  when  a great 
number  were  presented  on  various  subjects,  and 
appropriately  referred,  or  laid  on  tile  table. 

The  speaker  called  I he  standing  committees  in 
their  order  lor  reports,  but  no  reports  were  made. 
Select  committees  wpre  then  called,  when  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, of  Miss,  trom  the  select  committee  on  the 


rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  made  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  on  the  rules,  in  part  discharge  of 
Ihe  duty  assigned  them,  report  the  following  amend- 
ments to  the  lules  of  the  last  house  of  fepresenta 
lives,  which  have  been  adopted  temporarily  for  the 
government  of  this  house,  which  amendments  au- 
to be  in  force  for  the  present  session  By  order  ol 
the  committee.  W.  B.  CALHOUN,  chairman. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  petitions  and  other  pa 
pers  on  subjects  not  specially  leferred  to  the  consi 
deration  of  the  house  in  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent at  the  opening  of  the  present  extra  session,  ob- 
jection to  the  reception  shall  be  considered  as  made, 
and  the  question  of  reception  shall  be  laid  upon  Ihe 
table.  This  rule  to  be  considered  only  in  force  dur 
ing  the  present  session.  Petitions  and  other  papers 
for  or  against  a bankrupt  law  to  be  excepted  from 
the  operations  of  this  rule. 

The  action  of  all  committees  on  all  subjects  not 
specially  referred  to  Ihe  consideration  of  the  house 
in  the  message  of  the  president  shall  be  suspended  i 
during  the  present  session:  this  suspension  riot  to  ap- 
ply to  business  before  the  committee  of  elections,  ol 
ways  and  means,  on  accounts,  and  on  mileage,  nor, 
if  the  house  shall  so  determine,  to  the  subject  ol  a 
general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Atherton  said  he  objected  to  the  report,  be- 
cause the  committee  had  transcended  their  pow  ers 
in  undertaking  to  prescribe  upon  what  subjects  the 
house  of  representatives  should  act  during  the  pre- 
sent  session.  He  was  at  a loss  to  know  by  what 
authority  they  had  undertaken  to  make  a report  on 
a matter  not  left  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  desired  to  know  whether  the 
gentleman  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Atheiton  remarked  that  the  committee  had 
undertaken  to  prescribe  on  what  subjects  the  bouse 
should  act,  which  he  thought  was  wrong.  Now,  if 
a committee  had  been  raised  on  this  subject,  then  j 
he  supposed  it  would  not  have  been  considered  as 
coming  in  conflict  with  a general  revisal  of  the 
rules;  therefore,  he  contended  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  not  in  order,  because  It  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  authority  confided  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  were,  yeas  57,  nays  87. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  a point  of  order;  and  he  desired 
Ihe  speaker  to  decide  whether  the  committee  had 
performed  its  duty  in  reporting  what  subjects  should 
be  acted  upon  at  the  present  session,  and  whether 
there  would  be  any  mles  for  the  government  ol  this 
house  except  those  reported  in  the  resolution  of  the 
committee? 

The  speaker  said  (hat  he  had  no  doubt  about  the 
point  of  order.  The  rules  stood  in  lull  force  while 
a motion  for  reconsideration  was  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  Atherton  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
speaker. 

And  the  question  being  on  Ihe  appeal,  Mr.  Wise 
said  be  wished  to  make  Ibis  point  ol  order.  The  re- 
solution of  the  house  w as,  that  a committee  of  nine 
members  be  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  Ihe  house; 
and  until  such  committee  made  a report,  and  the 
same  be  finally  acted  upon,  the  rules  of  the  last 
house  of  representatives  should  be  considered  the 
rules  of  this  house.  Now,  if  this  were  adopted  as 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  if  the  house  finally 
acted  on  it,  he  asked  if  there  would  be  any  but 
these  rules? 

The  speaker  replied  tbal  he  was  very  clear  in  his 
views  on  t iris  subject.  The  chair  considered  t It  is 
as  a report,  in  part,  ol  the  committee;  and  did  not 
consider  it  was  his  province  to  say  whether  the 
committee  had  transcended  its  powers  or  not.  This 
was  a question  for  the  house  to  decide. 

Mr.  Atherton  her  withdrew  his  appeal. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  Ihe 
previous  question,  Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  re- 
port of  Ihe  committee  be  laid  on  the  table,  atul  that 
it  be  printed,  with  a view,  he  said,  to  give  the 
members  time  to  examine  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Steenrod  asked  for  tile  reading  of  Ihe  report; 
which  having  been  again  read,  Mr.  Chapman  mov- 
ed that  Ihe  house  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Keim  asked  for  (he  yeas  ami  nays  thereon, 
which  were  oidered;  and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas 
62,  nays  94. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  were, yeas  53,  nays  79.  So  the  house 
refused  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  Ihen  recurred,  and  was  taken 
on  the  demand  for  Ihe  previous  question.  And 
there  was  a second.  And  the  main  question  was 


ordered  to  be  now  taken,  which  was  on  the  adop- 
tion of  (lie  report,  was  then  taken  by  yeas  ai  d nay  s, 
and  was  decided  in  ll.e  affirmative,  yeas  1(16,  nay  s 
60  So  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mo'gan  moved  a reconsideration  ol  the  vole 
just  taken.  He  observed  that  lie  had  frrqinnlly 
noticed  lliat  some  genlf  men  who  bad  voted  in  i lie 
majority  on  questions  had  done  so  lor  the  purpose 
of  moving  a reconsideration.  Now,  he  moved  a re- 
consideiatiqn  ol  the  vote,  although  he  had  voted  in 
the  majority,  and  would  vote  against  it.  And  he 
moved  Ihe  previous  question. 

Mr.  Stanly  observed  that  the  gentleman  from  N. 
Yoi  k,  ( M r.  Morgan ),  could  not  make  two  motions 
at  the  same  lune,  and  he,  (Mr.  S.)  would  therefore 
move  the  previous  question. 

Pending  which,  a motion  was  made  that  the  house 
do  now  adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved,  but  was  refused. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on  the 
demand  tortile  previous  question.  And  tlieie  was 
a second.  And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
be  now  taken. 

Mr.  McKeon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dawson  asked  Ihe  gentleman  from  N.  York, 

( Mr.  McKeon),  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  hut  he  declined  to  acquiesce  in  his  re- 
quest. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  reconside- 
ration), was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, yeas  28,  nays  108.  So  the  vote  was  not  recon- 
sidered. And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday.  June  14.  Mr.  Fornance  rose  to  a privi- 
leged question,  to  move  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on 
the  rules  was  adopted.  It  was  decided  to  be  out  of 
order  and  not  entertained. 

The  speaicer  stated  that  the  first  business  in  order 
was  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  w hich  the 
house  had  appointed  a committee  to  revise  the  rules 
of  the  house,  with  the  exception  of  the  2 1st  rule, 
relating  to  abolition  petitions. 

Mr.  Wise  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  having  reco- 
vered fioin  his  indisposition,  resumed  his  remarks, 
and  spoke  for  six  hours.  Alter  he  had  sat  down, 
Mr.  Bolts  took  the  floor,  and  moved  the  previous 
question,  on  the  motion  pending,  which  was  lo  re- 
consider the  vole  by  whicli  the  select  committee  on 
the  rules  had  been  appointed,  and  by  which  the 
rules  of  the  last  house,  except  the  21st,  had  been 
tempoiarily  adopted.  The  previous  question  was 
seconded,  and  the  question  on  the  reconsideration 
being  put,  was  carried — yeas  106,  nays  104. 

After  which,  amidst  a scene  of  great  uproar,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Tuesday.  June  15  The  journal  having  been  read, 
“ Lewis  Williams  offerd  the  follow  ing  resolution: 


Mr. 

Resolred,  That  the  daily  hour  to  w hich  this  house 
shall  stand  adjourned  shall  be  10  o’clock  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  N.  York,  objected.  Mr.  Williams 
mow  d a suspension  of  the  rules. 

Alter  a lew  remarks  on  the  resolution,  without, 
however,  coming  to  any  decision,  the  house  resum- 
ed the  consideration  ol  the  questions  arising  out  of 
ihe  motion  of  Mr.  Fornance,  of  the  8 1 h inst.  lo  re- 
consider Ihe  vote  of  the  7th  inst.  adopting  t tie  leso- 
lution  moved  by  Mr.  Wise  for  the  appointment  of 
a committee  to  repoit  rules  for  the  government  of 
the  house,  and  adopting  temporarily  the  rules  and 
orders  ol  the  last  house  of  representatives. 

The  house  having  yesterday  decided  to  reconsi- 
der the  vote  of  the  8th  inst.  adopting  the  resolution, 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Rayner  to  the  re- 
solution was  read;  and,  alter  some  conversation  as 
to  whether  that  amendment  was  in  older  or  not, 
Mr.  R.  lose  and  said  that  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion  to  amend  for  the  present,  and  would  speak 
to  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Hopkins  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  Barnard  rose  to  a question  of  order.  Seve- 
lal  days  ago,  the  house  had  adopted  a resolution 
providing  rules  and  orders  lor  the  government  of 
the  house.  That  resolution,  he  understood,  was 
passed  under  Ihe  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Was  he  correct? 

The  s/ieukcr  said  the  gentleman  was  correct. 

Mr.  Barnard.  Yesteiday  the  house  agreed  upon 
a motion  to  reconsider  the  vole  by  which  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted.  Now,  the  question  arises,  in 
what  position  does  that  original  resolution  s'and, 
and  that  is  the  question  before  the  bouse.  It  ri,  in 
my  opinion,  simply  a question  of  tlie  adoption  of 
that  resolution;  and  the  house  having  voted  to  re- 
consider, there  is  no  other  question  but  that  before 
the  house,  and  that  resolution  is  presented  with  all 
its  attendant  circumstances;  t hat  is  to  say,  it  is  now 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question.  I 
present  this  question  of  order  to  the  house,  and  I 
ask  the  decision  of  the  chair  upon  it. 
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Mr.  Hunter  said  the  chair  would  doubtless  recol- 
lect that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  house,  for 
some  time  past,  when  motions  were  made  to  recon- 
sider resolutions  under  the  previous  question,  to 
consider  the  previous  question  exhausted.  Hun- 
dreds of  cases  could  be  shown  where  propositions 
to  amend  had  been  received  and  been  debated  un- 
der such  circumstances;  and,  indeed,  in  this  very 
case,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  had 
entered  into  debate. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  the  decision  of  the  chair  on 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  that  the  precise  question,  as  it 
stood,  might  be  stated.  As  to  the  point  of  order, 
he  concurred  in  the  view  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Hunter). 

The  speaker  said  that  the  question  now  before 
the  house  was  the  original  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  adopted  some 
days  ago,  after  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mams)  had  been  incor- 
porated with  it;  he  (the  gentleman  from  Virginia) 
having,  previous  to  such  incorporation,  accepted 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Underwood),  providing  for  the  adoption,  for  a 
ceitain  time,  of  the  rules  of  the  last  house,  and  ap- 
pointing a select  committee  to  revise  them. 

The  house  now  stood  precisely  as  it  did  when  the 
final  vote  was  taken  adopting  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  with  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Adams)  incorporated  with  it.  Prior  to  that 
vote  having  been  taken,  the  previous  question  had 
been  ordered  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts;  and,  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question,  that  amendment  had  been 
adopted.  Prior  to  the  final  vote  having  been  taken 
upon  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  the  previous 
question  was  again  demanded  and  ordered,  and,  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  question,  this  resolution 
had  been  adopted.  A motion  was  made  to  recon- 
sider, and,  after  a postponement,  was  finally  acted 
on  yesterday,  and  the  vote  on  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  amended,  was  recon- 
sidered, thus  leaving  the  house  precisely  where  it 
stood  prior  to  the  final  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended. 

The  question,  therefore,  recurred,  what  could 
now  be  done  in  the  way  of  amendment  or  discus- 
sion? 

In  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  nothing  more  could 
be  done  now  than  could  be  done  then.  That  could 
not  be  done  by  indirection  which  could  not  be  done 
directly.  If  so,  the  whole  force  and  efficacy  of 
the  previous  question,  thus  demanded  and  ordered, 
could  be  got  rid  of  by  a gentleman  rising  and  mov- 
ing a reconsideration.  Notwithstanding  that  the 
chair  had  found  on  examination,  and  well  recollect- 
ed, one  ol  the  decision  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Hunter),  when  a proposi- 
tion for  reconsideration  of  a question  that  had  been 
decided  under  the  previous  question  had  been 
adopted,  and  where  amendments  had  been  offered 
by  various  gentlemen  and  been  debated,  yet  (the 
speaker  was  understood  to  say)  there  had  been  no 
solemn  decision  on  that  point;  no  question  of  order 
raised,  no  appeal  taken.  It  seemed  to  the  chair 
that  if  there  were  any  foice  or  effect  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  previous  question,  it  must  apply  now. 
This  was  the  only  way  of  preventing  the  house 
from  doing  indirectly  that  which  it  cannot  do  di- 
rectly. 

Mr.  IFise.  Do  I,  then,  understand  the  chair  to 
decide  that  the  previous  question  has  not  been  ex- 
hausted? 

The  speaker.  Yes. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed,  he  said,  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair.,  on  the  ground  that  the  previous  question 
■was  exhausted. 

Mr.  Rayner.  And  I appeal,  also,  to  the  magna- 
nimity of  this  house. 

[Loud  cries  to  ‘•order.”] 

Mr.  Dean  asked  the  speaker  to  state  what  the 
question  was,  representing  under  how  great  a grie- 
vance gentlemen  in  his  part  of  the  house  labored, 
in  being  unable  to  hear  any  thing  that  was  going  on. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  the  appeal 
was  debateable. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  question  was  debatea- 
ble, under  the  parliamentary  law,  so  far  as  related 
to  the  propriety  of  the  previous  question.  And,  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry — the  speaker  said  the  question 
now  was,  whether  the  previous  question  under 
which  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, [Mr.  Wise  ],  as  amended  by  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams], 
had  been  adopted,  was  or  was  not  still  in  force. — 
The  chair  had  decided  that  it  was  in  force;  and  from 
this  decision  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  had  appealed. 


Mr.  Dean  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  it  was 
now  in  order  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia? 

The  speaker  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  IFise  spoke  briefly  to  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Proffit  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  appeal.  And  there  was  a second.  And  the 
main  question,  by  ayes  116,  noes  96,  was  ordered 
to  be  taken. 

Rhett  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  oidered. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was 
refused. 

Mr.  Fillmore.  May  I ask  that  a single  paragraph 
be  read  from  the  manual? 

Mr.  Mallory.  No,  sir,  no.  [Other  members  in 
various  parts  of  the  house  also  objected.] 

Mr.  Marshall  asked  that  the  question  might  be 
stated.  It  was,  he  said,  very  difficult  to  hear  what 
was  going  on  in  that  part  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  again  stated  the  question. 

Mr.  Morgan  hoped  the  house  would  be  brought 
to  order,  and  that  the  speaker  would  insist  on  mem- 
bers taking  their  seats. 

[Loud  cries  to  “order.”] 

Mr.  Wise  was  proceeding  to  state,  more  specifi- 
cally, his  appeal  and  the  grounds  thereof,  when  Mr. 
Mason,  of  Ohio,  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  Wise  demanded  that  the  point  of  order  be 
reduced  to  writing. 

Messrs.  Bolls,  Mason,  of  Ohio , Mallary  and  Mor- 
gan rose  successively  to  order. 

In  a few  moments  the  main  question,  “Shall  the 
decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
house?”  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative  as 
follows:  yeas  105,  nays  112.  So  the  house  revers- 
ed the  decision  of  the  chair. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  IFfse,  as  amended  by  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Adams, when  Mr.  Rayner  rose  and  addressed  the 
house  at  cor.sideable  length. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  entering  into  this  debate.  Congress  had  now 
been  upwards  of  two  weeks  in  session,  and  yet 
they  found  themselves  just  where  they  were. 

Some  conversation  here  followed,  Mr.  Rayner 
still  claiming  the  floor  on  the  ground  that,  though 
he  had  concluded  his  speech,  he  had  not  offered 
his  amendment,  as,  at  the  outset  of  his  remarks, 
he  had  announced  his  intention  to  do. 

Mr.  Fessenden  said  the  gentleman  expressly  slat- 
ed that  he  had  closed. 

Mr.  Wise.  He  had  finished  his  speech,  but  not 
yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Morgan  claimed  the  floor  and  proceeded.  I 
was  saying  that  we  had  been  here  more  than  two 
weeks,  and  we  find  ourselves  nearly  where  we  were 
when  the  session  commenced.  We  have  done  no- 
thing. We  have  been  assembled  here  under  a pro- 
clamation from  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
And  for  what  purposes?  Have  we  come  here 
merely  to  gratify  our  own  personal  feelings? 

Mr.  Rayner  again  rose  to  assert  his  right  to  the 
floor.  Mr.  Morgan  claimed  it. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  N.  York 
(Mr.  Morgan)  would  proceed. 

Alter  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Morgan,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Rayner,  a question  of  order,  involving  the 
right  of  Mr.  Rayner  to  the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  his  amendment,  was  here  again  raised, 
and  gave  rise  to  some  conversation,  in  which 
Messrs.  Rayner,  Morgan,  Wise,  Boils,  Cooper,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  IF.  C.  Johnson  participated. 

Mr.  Dawson  thought  the  house  was  now  in  a 
temper  to  vote,  and  suggested  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Morgan)  should  considerthe 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Rayner)  in  his  hands,  and  call  the  previous 
question  upon  it. 

Mr.  Morgan  inquired  whether  he  could  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  to  admit  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Rayner)  and  then  renew  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  speaker  was  understood  to  reply  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Cushing  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  the  pre- 
vious question  was  pending  or  not? 

The  speaker  (addressing  Mr.  Morgan)  said  the 
gentleman  must  either  say  that  he  withdrew  his 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  or  that  he  did 
not. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  that  he  would  withdraw  the 
the  previous  question  for  the  sake  of  offering  the 
following  resolution.  It  was  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rayner ); 
and  he  (Mr.  M.)  offered  it  for  that  gentleman,  that 
the  house  might  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  di- 
rectly upon  it. 

And,  he  said,  he  would  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion thereon.  , 


The  following  resolution  of  Mr.  Rayner  wag 
then  read  as  a substitute  for  the  original  resolution 
of  Mr.  Wise,  as  amended  by  the  proposition  of 
Mr  Adams: 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
last  house  of  representatives  be  adopted  as  the  rules 
and  orders  of  this  house  until  otherwise  ordered;  and 
that  the  committee  heretofore  appointed  on  the  rules 
be  ordered  to  revise,  amend,  and  report  upon  the  said 
rules  and  orders,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  at 
any  time:  and  that  the  election  of  officers  heretofore 
chosen  by  this  house,  and  the  committees  raised  by  its 
orders,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  confirmed. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  points  of  order 
the  question  on  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion being  taken,  there  was  a second;  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  taken.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and  were  taken,  and  were  as 
follows,  yeas  96,  nays  105.  So  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Rayner  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  original  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Wise,  as  amended  hy  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Adams — 

Mr.  Rayner  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  strik- 
ing out  all  alter  the  word  “resolved,”  and  inserting 
the  following: 

“'That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  house  of  re- 
presentatives be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of 
this  house,  until  otherwise  ordered;  and  that  a com- 
mittee of  nine  members  be  appointed  by  the  speaker, 
under  the  said  rules,  to  revise,  amend  and  report  on 
the  same.’’ 

Mr.  Wise  demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  for  by  Mr.  Rhett 
and  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  104,  nays 
107,  so  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rayner  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  again  recurring  on  the  original 
resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  as  amended  by  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  words  following: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  nine  members  be 
appointed  to  revise,  amend,  and  report  rules  for  the 
government  of  this  house,  and  that  until  such  commit- 
tee make  report,  and  the  same  be  finally  acted  upon, 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  house  of  representatives, 
except  the  21st,  shall  be  considered  as  the  rules  and.' 
orders  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Bolts  moved  the  previous  question  thereon. 
And  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  yeas  111,  nays  99. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  original  resolution)  was  then  taken,  and  were 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Ba- 
ker, Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Childs, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clarke,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  John  Edwards, 
Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd.  A. 
Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Patrick  G- 
Goode,  Greig,  Hail,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  How- 
ard, Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin, 
James,  J.  P.  Kennedy,  Lane.  Lawrence,  Thomas  F. 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Os- 
borne, Owsley,  Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sanford.  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton,  Stuart,  John 

B.  Thompson,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  E.  D.  White,  J.  L.  White,  T.  W.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Win- 
throp,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  J.  Young— 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Mil- 
ton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  But- 
ler, Win.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel, 
G.  Davis  Richard  D.  Davis,  Wm.  C.  Dawson,  John  B. 
Dawson,  Dean,  Deberty,  Dimock,  Doig,  Eastman,  J. 

C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gil- 
mer, Goggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Gustine,  Habersham,  Harris,  J.  Hastings,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Jack, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac 

D.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  A.  McClellan,  R.  McClellan,  McKay,  Mal- 
lory', Marchand,  A.  Marshall,  J.  T.  Mason,  Mathews, 
Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Oliver, 
Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Proffit,  Rayner, 
Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt, 
Saunders,  Shaw.  Shepperd,  Snyder,  Sellers,  Sleemod, 
Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Triplett,  Turney,  Van 
Buren,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Wise — 110. 

So  the  original  resolution  was  rejected. 

[And  the  house  stands  where  it  did  on  Monday 
noon  of  May  31st.] 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  at  eight  o’clock,  the 
bouse  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  16.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Virginia, 
offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
house  of  representatives,  not  superseded  by  any  rule  or 
resolution  adopted  at  the  present  session  and  now  in 
force,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby,  adopted  lor  the  re- 
gulation of  the  house  at  the  present  session,  and  that 
Xhe  select  committee  upon  the  rules  heretofore  raised, 
proceed  to  revise  and  amend  the  tules  hereby  adopted, 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  at  all  times. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  moved  the  previous  question; 
but  withdrew  it  on  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Stuart  to  renew 
it.  Mr.  S.  made  some  remarks,  and  closed  by  mov- 
ing the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Nisbet,  of  Georgia,  asked  Mr.  Stuart  to  with- 
draw that  motion:  which  he  did,  on  condition  that 
Mr.  N.  would  renew  it. 

So  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  with- 
drawn, and  Mr.  N.  proceeded  to  address  the  house, 
and  concluded  by  renewing  the  call  lor  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Rhett  rose  to  debate  the  call  for  the  previous 
question.  During  his  remarks  he  called  on  Mr. 
Brown,  from  Pennsylvania,  to  read  a proposition  he 
had  prepared  on  this  subject,  which  after  some  ob- 
jections was  permitted  and  was  read  as  follows: 

“Resolved,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
house  of  representatives  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and 
orders  of  this  house  during  the  present  congress,  and 
that  instead  of  the  21st  rule,  the  following  be  adopted, 
to  wit: 

“No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  paper 
praying  the  ablition  of  slavery  in  any  state,  or  the  slave 
trade  between  the  states,  shall  be  received  by  this 
house;  nor  shall  any  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or 
other  paper  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  any  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  be  received,  unless  they  shall 
be  from  and  signed  exclusively  by  people  resident  in  a 
district  or  territory  where  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  is 
asked  to  be  abolished;  and  as  to  all  such  petitions,  me- 
morials, resolutions,  or  other  papers  thus  signed,  the 
question  of  reception  shall  be  considered  as  raised  with- 
out motion,  and  such  question  of  reception  shall  belaid 
on  the  table  without  debate.’’ 

A lengthy  debate  now  ensued,  in  which  a num- 
ber of  members  participated,  after  its  termination, 
the  demand  lor  the  previous  question  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which 
was  ordered. 

And  the  usual  proceedings  having  been  gone 
through, and  216  membersanswering  to  theirnaur.es, 
all  further  proceedings  or.  the  call,  by  a vote  of  yeas 
122,  nays  87,  were  suspended. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  ordering  thq  main 
question. 

Mr.  Goggin  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether,  if 
the  house  refused  to  sustained  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  the  subject  would  be  taken  from 
under  the  consideration  of  the  house  for  this  day? 

The  speaker  said  that,  under  the  parliamentary 
laws,  such  would  be  the  effect. 

Mr.  Coles  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered,  arid  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  113,  nays  101.  So  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Wetter  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  LandaffW.  Andrews,  S.  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  M.  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thos. 
J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C. 
Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Cravens,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  William  C.  Dawson, 
Debbery,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fill- 
more, A.  L.  Foster,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Geddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Greig, 
Habersham,  Hall,  Win.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Thomas  F.  Mar- 
shall, Samson  Mason,  Mathiott,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey, 
Benj.  Randall.  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Smith,  Sprigs,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
Summers,  Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Thos.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop, 
Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  John  Young — 119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Arrington,  Ather- 
ton. Banks,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster, 
A.  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Cary, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel,  Richard  D. 
Davis.  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean,  Doig,  Eastman,  John 
C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles 


A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  [ 
Gordon,  Graham,  Gustine,  Harris,  John  Hastings, ! 
Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hubbard,  Hunter, 
Ingersoll,  Jack,  V/.  C.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Isaac  D Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
King,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  A.  McClellan,  R.  McClellan, 
McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  A.  Marshall,  J.  T.  Ma- 
son, Mathews,  Medill,  Merriwether,  Miller,  Newhard, 
Oliver,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers, 
Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Snyder,  Sollers, 
Steenrod, Sumter,  Sweeny,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward, 
Watterson.  Weller,  Westbrook,  J,  W.  Williams,  Wise, 
Wood— 103. 

So  the  house  resolved  that  all  the  rules  and  otders 
of  the  last  house  of  representatives,  not  superseded  j 
by  any  rule,  or  resolution  adopted  at  the  present ' 
session  and  now  in  force,  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by, adopted  for  the  regulation  of  the  house  at  the 
present  session;  and  that  the  select  committee  upon 
the  rules,  heretofore  raised,  pioceed  to  revise  and 
amend  the  rules  hereby  adopted,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Stanly  rose  and  said  that  the  house  was  now 
nearly  organized;  one  more  vote  and  the  organiza- 
tion would  be  completed  beyond  the  power  of  any 
| gentleman  to  disturb  it.  To  secure  that  object,  he 
, moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  reconside- 
ration) was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative  with- 
out a division. 

So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered.  And  the  house 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  17.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
being  read,  Mr.  Sergeant  by  leave  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  Saturday  next  the 
daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this  house  shall  be  10 
o’clock  A.  M. 

Which  after  remarks,  on  the  rules  of  order,  were 
passed — yeas  140,  nays  50. 

Ms.  Fillmore  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  after  Saturday  next,  for  the  ensuing 
week,  and  no  longer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  speaker 
to  adjourn  this  house  at  3 o’clock  P.  M.  unless  it  shall 
adjourn  at  an  earlier  hour. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  the  re- 
solution— Mr.  Fillmore  said  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  whether  the  house  was  willing  to  give  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  proper  time  to  tran- 
sact its  business,  he  would  move  a suspension  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  might  obtain  the  leave  of  the  house  to 
sit  during  the  session  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore.  We  must  be  in  the  house  when 
the  measures  we  report  are  acted  on. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  158,  nays 
52. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Fillmore  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  was  ordered  to  be  now  put;  and,  be- 
ing taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  it  was  also  resolved  that,  after  Saturday  next, 
for  the  ensuing  week,  and  no  longer,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  speaker  to  adjourn  this  house  at  three 
o’clock  P.  M.  unless  it  shall  adjourn  at  an  earlier 
hour. 

Mr.  Watterson  offered  to  present  a preamble  and 
resolutions,  in  which,  after  quoting,  at  great  length, 
certain  speeches  reported  to  have  been  delivered  by 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Crittenden,  he 
made  a call  on  the  departments  as  to  the  names  of 
persons  removed  since  the  present  administration 
came  into  power,  and  the  reasons  forsuch  removal. 

Which  being  read,  and  objection  made,  Mr.  W. 
moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  which  motion 
was,  after  debate  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  57, 
nays  130. 

Mr.  Gilmer  on  leave  introduced  the  following 
resolution: 

Revolved,  That  a committee  of  five  members  of  this 
house  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine 
particularly  as  to  the  number  of  officers  or  agents  em- 
ployed, the  expenditures  and  mode  of  transacting  busi- 
ness in  the  several  departments  of  the  public  service  at 
the  seat  ol  government,  and  at  such  other  points  as  the 
committee  may  deem  necessary,  or  as  may  be  indicat- 
ed by  this  house,  and  that  such  committee  report  at  the 
next  session  whether  it  is  proper  to  make  any  reduction 
of  the  expenses  of  the  civil  list,  or  in  the  number  of  ar- 
rangement of  the  persons  thus  employed,  and  whether 
the  patronage  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment may  not  be  diminished  or  regulated  as  to  those 
appointments  for  which  there  is  an  indispensable  ne- 
cessity. 


Mr.  C.  Brown,  of  Pa.  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  providing  “that  the  committee  shall  have 
authority  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  congress;”  the 
amendment  was  rejected  and  the  resolution  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  articles  of  stationery  and 
other  supplies  usually  furnished  by  the  clerk  for  the 
useot  the  members  of  this  house  shall  be  purchased  by 
contract,  to  be  made  with  the  lowest  bidders,  having 
reference  to  the  quality  of  the  specimens  of  the  articles 
to  be  exhibited.  And  for  such  purpose,  the  clerk  shall 
advertise  in  three  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  one  in  Boston,  one  in  New  York,  one 
in  Baltimore,  and  one  in  Philadelphia,  inviting  sealed 
proposals  for  furnishing  such  stationery  and  supplies, 
giving  sixty  days’  notice  that  on  a specified  day  all  the 
proposals  would  be  considered,  and  the  specimens  fur- 
nished examined;  and  that  on  such  day  the  proposals 
shall  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  speaker  and  clerk 
of  the  house,  or,  in  the  absence  of  the  speaker,  in  the 
presence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  clerk,  who 
shall  thereupon  determine  to  which  of  the  bidders  the 
contracts  shall  be  given,  always  contracting  with  the 
lowest  bidder,  having  reference  to  quality  as  aforesaid: 
Provided,  That  the  contractor  shall  give  bond,  with 
sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  speaker  and  clerk,  to 
fulfil  his  contracts  and  to  furnish  the  articles  equal  in 
quality  to  the  specimens. 

Mr.  Bowne,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  a provision  “that  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house  (he 
amount  of  stationery  used,  and  by  whom  used,  in 
the  recess  between  the  two  sessions  of  the  26th 
congress.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Pickens,  Alford 
and  Clark,  Mr.  Truman  Smith  proposed  the  follow- 
ing proposition;  which,  on  his  suggestion,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Clark  adopted,  as  a modification  of  his  own. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
house,  and  into  any  corrupt,  illegal  or  improper  prac- 
tices which  may  have  existed  or  which  do  exist  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
the  expenditures,  or  some  part  of  them,  have  not  been 
wasteful  and  extravagant;  and  whether  the  same  can 
be  reduced  consistently  with  a proper  discharge  by  this 
house  of  its  constitutional  duties;  and  whether  the  me- 
thod of  keeping  the  accounts  of  such  expenditures  can- 
not be  improved;  and  whether  there  are  not  more 
clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
house  and  in  and  about  the  capitol  and  the  public 
grounds  adjoining  than  the  public  good  requires;  and 
whether  the  salaries  or  pay  of  such  clerks  and  other 
persons  should  be  reduced  or  otherwise  altered  or  mo- 
dified; with  authority  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  as 
they  may  see  fit. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Briggs,  Sergeant,  Cooper,  of  Penn.  Underwood,  Til- 
tinghasl  and  Hopkins. 

Mr.  G Davis  suggested  a modification  of  the  re- 
solution which  called  upon  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments to  report  the  number  of  clerks  in  their  de 
partments,  the  amount  of  compensation,  &c.  but  the 
modification  was  not  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Adams,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Taliaferro, o f Va.  in  the  chair),  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  the  late  William 
Henry  Harrison;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

A bill  lor  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of  the 
late  president  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  thesecretary  of  the  treasury  pay,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, to  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
the  event  of  her  death  before  payment,  then  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  Henry 
Harrison,  the  stun  of . J 

The  bill  having  been  read  at  the  clerk’s  table,  Mr. 
Adams  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  #25,000,  and 
proceeded  to  address  the  house  in  support  of  the 
bill.  The  subject  was  furtherdiscussed,  by  Messrs 
Cooper,  of  Pa.  Ward,  Lane,  J.  C.  White,  Briggs, 
Pendleton  and  Stokely , in  favor  of  the  appropriation, 
and  Messrs.  Snyder , Dean  and  Payne,  against  it. 

Mr.  Gilmer  remarked  it  was  now  a late  hour, 
and  there  were  a number  of  gentlemen  who  desir- 
ed to  obtain  further  information  on.  the  subject,  and 
he  himself  was  in  that  situation.  He  wished  infor- 
mation as  to  matters  of  tact.  He  would  therefore 
move  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  progress 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  ’ 

Mr.  Bidlack  said  that  if  the  motion  was  to  rise 
and  report  simply,  without  asking  leave  to  sit  again, 
he  should  oppose  it,  because  he  desired  to  submit  a 
few  remarks. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gilmer,  it  prevailed.  And  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  * 

And  then  the  house  adjourned: 
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Willis  Alstom,  who  killed  general  Leigh  Reid,  in 
April  lust,  and  who  has  been  closely  confined  in  jail 
since  that  period,  was  brought  up  under  a writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus,  before  justices  Hiiyard,  Broun  and  Lee. 
and  a her  a patient  hearing  of  tlie  case,  and  mature 
deliberation,  was  admited  to  bail.  The  bond  tor  ins 
appearance  at  court  was  fixed,  we  understand,  at 
BIO, UOd.  [Taltuhasse  Star. 

Banks.  The  memorial  for  establishment  of  a Ihiiled 
States  bank , presented  on  Tuesday  in  the  senate  by 
Mr.  Tuilmadge,  from  the  city  of  N.  York,  was  brought 
to  congress  by  a highly  respectable  committee  of  three 
gentlemen  from  the  board  of  trade.  It  is  about  two 
hundred  feet  long,  and  has  on  it  the  names  of  fifteen 
thousand  voters. 

Tlie  National  Intelligencer  says,  “the  apparition  of 
such  an  immense,  and,  in  this  country,  of  course,  so  ex- 
tra >rdinary  a petition,  naturally  attracted  much  atteu- 
t„,n  in  the  senate  as  it  was  unrolled  and  spread  out. 
This  memorial  is,  moreover,  a demonstration  of  what 
public  opinion  is  in  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the 
union,  and  therefore  well  deserves,  as  it  will  no  doubt 
have,  the  respectful  attention  of  the  body  to  which  it 
was  directed.”  , 

The  Frederick  County  bank — which  was  r ibbed  ot 
almost  every  thing  in  their  vaults  in  May  last,  and  has 
from  that  period  suspended  business,  has  by  a nego- 
tiation with  a confederate  of  ihe  robbers,  resident  in 
New  York,  named  Wiley,  formerly  a lawyer,  and  at 
present  an  associate  justice  in  one  of  the  interior  courts 
of  that  city,  obtained  the  principal  part  of  their  own 
nmes,  but  leaving  in  the  hands  ot  the  rubbers  the  stolen 
co;n_Lnotes  of  other  banks,  and  canal  scrip.  The 
bank  now  resumes  operations  and  offers  $5,000  re- 
ward for  the  detection  of  the  robbers  and  recovery  of 
the  residue  in  their  possession. 

Cuba-  By  a statement  from  our  correspondent, 
which  we  published  yesterday,  it  appears  that  the  ex- 
ports of  that  most  productive  spot  of  earth,  amounted, 
in  die  year  1840,  to  almost  twenty-six  millions  of  dol- 
lars, being  four  millions  and  a half  more  than  in  1839. 
The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  was  six  times  as  large 
as  the  quantity  of  beet  sugar  grown  in  France  during 
a similar  period.  The  immense  wealth  of  Cuba  and 
her  great  productiveness,  in  despite  of  all  the  embar- 
rassments imposed  upon  her  by  Spain,  renders  her  an 
object  for  the  contemplation  of  political  economists. 
Tlie  foreign  trade  of  that  island  is  equal  to  one- fifth  of 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  whole  linked  S ales,  includ- 
ing cotton,  tobacco,  bread  stuffs,  and  all  the  rest.  Her 


title  of  this  town,  have  been  settled,  and  a deed  from 
the  former  to  the  latter  of  the  whole  property,  has  been 
placed  upon  record.  So  says  the  last  Enquirer. 

Mormons.  A letter  from  the  vicinity  of  Nauvoo 
(Illinois),  says:  “The  excitement  on  both  sides  of  tlie 
river  against  the  Mormons  is  increasing  very  fast.  The 
conduct  of  Jo  Smith  and  the  other  leaders  is  such  as 
no  community  of  while  men  can  tolerate.  It  is  theeb 
tire  absence  of  all  moral  and  religious  principle  that 
renders  them  so  obnoxious  to  the  Gentiles  of  all  deno- 
minations, wherever  they  reside. 

“Jo  Smith  was  yesterday  arres'ed.  between  Nauvoo 
and  Quincy,  by  the  authorities  of  Illinois,  on  a requi- 
sition from  the  governor  from  Missouri.  May  justice 
be  met.ed  out  to  him  for  his  villainy. 

“Martin  Harris,  who  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to 
the  book  of  Mormon,  and  who  has  been  for  some 
time  lecturing  in  Illinois  against  the  Mormons,  was 
found  dead  last  week,  having  been  shot  through  the 
head.  He  was,  no  doubt  murdered. 

The  musquitoes  have  established  an  extensive  sing- 
ing school  in  tlie  office  of  the  Galvesion  (Texas)  Ga- 
zette, and  the  fleas  avail  themselves  of  the  musical  ad- 
vantages thus  afforded,  to  foot  it  up  and  down  over  the 
editor’s  body,  in  every  sort  of  a dance,  from  the  slow 
march  to  the  rapid  gallopade.  Tlie  editor’s  position  is 
most  interestingly  uncomfortable. 

Pittsburs.  In  1770  there  were  but  12  two  story 
log  houses,  a few  small  cabins,  and  no  brick  houses. 
In  1783,  a colored  man,  Charles  Richards,  kept  the  lead- 
ing hotel.  There  was  in  1800,  and  for  a tew  years  af- 
ter. a race  course  on  Oval  Ground,  surrounding  about 
halt  the  city,  and  that  part  where  the  larger  portion  of 
the  churches  are  built— that  early  trade,  commerce,  and 
price  of  merchandise,  wpre  so  different  to  the  present; 
one  article,  nails,  then  selling  at  20,  sell  now  at  and 
5 cents  a pound.  In  1803  the  manufactures  amounted 
to  $260,000;  amount  of  produce  brought  to  market, 
$92,090;  the  exports  were  $180,000;  the  imports  250.000 
dollars;  leaving  a balance  against  the  city,  of  $70,000; 
which  caused  one  of  the  best,  and  most  worthy  and  use- 
ful citizens,  Mr  Zaduck  Cramer,  to  warn  the  citizens 
to  he  more  prudent,  and  “importless,  and  manufacture 
more.”  [ Pittsburg  lnt. 

A slave  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Our  Newport  corres- 
pondent, under  date  of  the  24th,  says  that  the  brig  Re- 
lief, of  Cherryfield,  Strout,  from  Norfolk  for  St.  Johns, 
N.  B.  put  in  to  land  a slave  who  had  secreted  himself 
on  board  at  Norfolk,  in  order  to  send  him  back  to  his 
owner.  The  name  of  the  slave  is  Mansfield  Jackson, 


i , 1 an£I  we  are  informed  is  owned  by  a widow  lady — his 

internal  trade  is,  however,  .cumpaiatnely  .mall,  as  0.„nr^;nn,a  n.,mo  AwhibaM  Alik™  r,f  s„ff„lt,  w0 


there  is  very  little  variety  in  the  pursuits  of  her  people, 
almost  all  of  them  being  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
that  confined  to  two  articles,  the  sugar  cane  and  cof- 
fee tree.  lN-  Y-  Jour  Cum- 

Deaths.  During  the  last  week  there  were  105  deaths 
in  New  York;  of  these  21  died  of  consumption.  In 
Philadelphia  113,  of  which  47  were  under  two  years  of 
a„e,  and  19  died  of  consumption.  In  Baltimore  47;  20 
were  under  two  years,  of  which  20  were  colored  per- 
sons—If'  free  and  4 slaves. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  remains  at  8ja 
SJ;  on  France  5.25;  Philadelphia  3b;  Baltimore  2£a3; 
Richmond  3 J 4;  North  Carolina  4;  Savannah  3j;  Au- 
gu-ta  10;  Chai leston  Mobile  9j;  Louisville  St; 

Nashville  12al5;  St.  Louis  12;  Detroit  20. 

Flour.  Prices  in  the  New  York  market  advanced 
last  week  to  $5  37. 

Mrs.  PIemans— L.  E.  L —and  a Michigan  rose. 
Daman  Blanchard,  in  his  “life  of  L.  E.  L.’’  states  that 
a touching  and  grateful  compliment  was  once  paid  to 
her.  It  was  a tribute  from  America,  sent  from  the  far 
off  banks  of  the  Ohio— a curious  specimen  of  the  Mi- 
chigan rose,  accompanied  by  a prayer  that  she  would 
plant  it  on  the  grave  of  Mrs.  Piemans.  “To  no 
hand,”  adds  her  biographer,  “could  it  have  been  more 
appropriately  transmitted,  than  to  the  hand  which 
w rote  so  reverently  and  so  rapturously  of  the  genius  of 
that  gifted  woman.”  _ 

A monument  to  the  memory  of  L.  E.  L.  ’ is  about 
to  be  erected  in  England.  At  present  “she  sleeps  in 
tlie  barren  sands  of  Africa,”  and  the  mournful  music 
of  the  billows  to  which  she  listened  in  her  solitary 
secret  dwelling,  is  now  the  dirge  that  resounds  over 
her  distant  grave. 

In  ventions.  The  marquis  of  W orcesfer,  in  1 655,  pub- 
lished a list  of  one-hundred  new  inventions,  all  of  which 
he  professed  to  have  tried  by  actual  experiment.  Among 
them  were  the  following:  An  ut.sinkable  ship— a boat, 
driving  against  wind  and  tide — an  hou.  g ass  fountain 
a pocket  ladder — an  often  discharging' pistol— a flying 
man— a continually  going  watch— an  imprisoning  chair 
— a method  of  discourse  by  colors— a most  conceited 
tinder  box— a semi-omnipotent  engine.  This  last  would 
appear  to  be  the  climax  of  machinery.  But,  ridiculous 
as  the  marquis’  inventions  may  sound,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  he  had  anticipated  many  of  the  discoveries 
0f  modern  times,  and  that  secrets  which  might  have 
been  useful,  were  buried  with  him.  He  would  have 
been  a treasure  to  the  patent  office. 

Insane.  By  the  census  of  1840,  ascertained  at  the 
department  of  state,  the  number  of  insane  and  idiotic 
reported  in  the  United  States,  is  17,181;  tlie  population 
is  17  013,379,  which  gives  one  insane  person  to  990  in- 
habitants. 

Madison,  W.  T.  All  difficulties  existing  between 
ex-trovernor  Mason  and  governor  Doty,  involving  the 


guardian’s  name  is  Archibald  Allen,  of  Suffolk.’  We 
learn  that  Jackson  had  assisted  in  loading  the  brig,  and 
tiiat  she  had  been  at  sea  seven  days  before  he  was 
discovered,  he  having  provided  himself  with  provisions 
and  water.  The  brig  arrived  here  late  in  the  afternoon, 
too  late  to  accomplish  the  captain’s  object — he  there- 
fore tied  the  slave  and  retired  for  the  night;  but  the 
watch  on  deck  having  got  asleep,  the  negro  loosed  his 
cords,  stole  the  boat  and  landed  on  Goat  Island,  from 
thence  was  conveyed  over  to  town  by  the  person  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  fort.  We  learn  that  the  blacks  have 
taken  him  in  charge,  and  have  contributed  money  and 
clothes  to  his  relief ; and  would  convey  him  to  New 
Bedford.  Jackson  says  he  has  a wife  in  New  York. 

[ N . Y.  Exp. 

Sing  Sing  state  prison.  During  the  month  ending 
the  2 1st  ult.  27  persons  have  been  discharged  from  the 
Sing  Sing  (New  York)  prison  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence. There  remained  at  that  date  763  males  and  61 
females;  total  824. 

Steamboats.  The  Export,  bound  for  Louisville, 
was  run  into  by  the  Jo  Nichol,  on  the  15th  ult.  at  East 
Bend,  forty-two  miles  below  Cincinnati,  causing  her  to 
sink  in  about  12  feet  water. 

Stocks.  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
New  York,  1S|  to  19.  Indiana  bonds  53. 

The  whaling  ship  Mark  Winslow,  from  the  In- 
dian Ocean  and  St.  Helena,  with  2)1)  barrels  whale 
oil,  and  500  barrels  sperm,  and  16,000  pounds  of  bone, 
at  New  York,  reports,  among  other  vessels,  the  Jeffer- 
son. Baker,  of  Wilmington,  with  2,400  barrels  whale, 
1,200  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

Wheat.  Prices  advanced  in  the  New  York,  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Baltimore  markets,  to  $1  20  for  best 
and  from  that  downwards,  according  to  quality. 

Wiskonsan.  Niue  missionaries  have  been  in  com- 
mission within  the  territory  of  Wiskonsan,  during  the 
year.  As  the  result  of  their  counsels  and  those  of  their 
fellow  laborers,  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
churches,  have  been  happily  united  in  one  ecclesiastical 
organization,  auspeious  of  extensive  and  permanent 
good  to  the  interest  of  Z:on.  The  number  of  these 
churches  in  the  territory  of  Wiskonsan  is  24 — one-half 
of  which  have  been  organized  during  the  year,  and 
two-thirds  of  which  have  enjoyed  within  the  same  pe- 
riod revivals  of  religion,  which  have  resulted  in  the 
hopeful  conversion  of  590  souls.  The  rev.  Stephen 
Peet,  of  Milwaukie,  has  rendered  important  service  to 
the  missionary  cause  in  this  territory,  the  last  two  years, 
by  the  voluntary  agency  which  he  has  performed  in  its 
behalf.  His  rep  >rts  have  been  spread  before  the 
churches,  and  have  had  a happy  influence  in  awaken- 
ing their  attention  to  the  importance  of  occupying  with 
Evangelical  institutions,  in  its  very  infancy,  a portion 
of  the  laud,  so  extensive  in  territory,  so  fertile  in  soil,  so 
inviting  in  climate,  and  so  rapidly  filling  up  with  an 
enterprising  and  intelligent  population. 


A NEW  AND  UNEXPECTED  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE 

presidf.nct.  On  Saturday  last,  a man,  evidently 
disordered  in  his  upper  story,  presented  himself  at 
the  white  house,  and  with  o.ui-h  vche  i e re,  both  in 
manner  and  speech,  put  in  his  claim  to  hold  the 
° I office  ol  chief  magistrate  of  the  union.  The  steward 
of  the  white  lions  •,  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
validity  of  the  claim  thus  unexpectedly  and  abrupt- 
ly set  forth,  attempted,"  with  some  other  persons,  to 
eject  the  claimant;  but  the  latter  became  so  obstreper- 
ous and  violent  that  it  was  deemed  prudent  and  ne- 
cessary to  send  for  a police  officer,  who  conducted 
the  lofty  aspirant  bef  .re  justice  Mousell,  who,  after 
due  examination,  committed  the  maniic  to  prison. — 
The  p rson  referred  to  gave  in  his  name  to  the  ma- 
gistrate as  John  Henry  Haupt,  of  Virginia.  He  is 
a German,  and  maintains  that  lie  is  the  veritable 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  will  eject  the 
present  incumbent  in  a few  days,  with  the  aid  of  a 
numerous  army,  &e.! 

Fourth  of  July  accidf.nts.  “The  N,  York 
Express  says,”  a correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia 
U,  S.  Gazette,  in  order  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible, 
the  occurrence  of  accidents  during  the  celebration  of 
of  the  national  anniversary,  publishes  the  following 
directions  for  the  management  of  cannon,  which  we 
hope  will  not  he  lost  sight  of  by  those  charged  with 
the  duty  of  filing  salutes. 

Ordnance  board,  March  2d,  1841, 

The  accidental  explosions  of  cannon,  by  which 
many  lives  and  limbs  are  lost  a nually.are  generally 
caused  by  fragments  of  the  burning  cartridge,  from  a 
previous  discharge  remaining  in  the  gun,  and  which 
are  not  extinguished  before  the  next  charge  is  in- 
serted. 

By  observing  the  following  directions,  most  of 
these  accidents  may  be  prevented. 

1st.  The  powder  should  be  contained  in  a cart- 
ridge bag,  made  of  worsted  stuff  or  serge;  the  materi- 
al should  ho  entirely  of  wool,  of  a close  texture,  and 
the  hag  should  be  sewed  with  woollen  yarn. 

2d.  The  sponge  should  be  made  of  woollen  fringe, 
or  sheepskin,  with  the  wool  outward,  and  it  should 
fit  the  gun  snugly,  and  fill  the  bore. 

3d.  ’l’he  finger  stall  is  made  of  buckskin,  oc 
other  soft  leather,  with  a cushion  stuffed  with  hair. 

The  vent  (touch  lmlej  should  be  stopped  by  forci- 
bly pressing  this  cushion  upon  it  while  the  gun  is 
being  sponged  and  loaded.  After  the  gun  has  been 
fired,  it  must  be  carefully  sponged  to  extinguish  any 
burning  remains  of  the  cartridge.  If  this  be  done 
carefully  with  a dry  sponge,  it  is  certain  to  extin- 
guish any  piece  of  burning  flannel.  The  sponge 
should  he  Dreed  down  firmly  against  the  bottom  of 
the  bore,  and  in  this  position  it  should  he  turned 
round  two  or  three  times  in  each  direction,  ('are 
should  be  taken  not  to  use  a wet  sponge.  If  it  ho 
slightly  damped,  it  may  do  no  harm;  but  it  is  far 
safer  to  use  the  sponge  dry,  than  when  it  contains 
water,  for  the  water  is  squeezed  oul,  and  remains  in 
the  bottom  of  the  bore  On  inserting  the  next  cart- 
ridge, its  lowest  end  gets  thoroughly  soaked,  and  the 
wet  powder  does  not  burn  on  discharging  the  piece, 
but  is  driven  into  the  pores  of  the  woollen  stuff,  and 
forms  a kind  of  match,  which  not  only  retains  fire, 
hut  is  with  difficulty  extinguished  with  the  sponge  ; 
whereas  a dry  piece  oi  buring  woollen  is  easily  ex- 
tinguished . The  free  use  of  water  in  sponging  is  the 
frequent  cause  of  accidental  explosions. 

If  the  piece  flash,  or  the  priming  tube  blows,  it 
should  be  approached  carefully.  The  person  who 
reprimes  it,  should  approach  in  front  of  the  axlclrce 
to  avoid  being  injuried  by  tlie  recoil,  in  case  the  piece 
goes  off  from  fire  remaining  in  the  vent. 

None  but  careful,  sober  men,  and  well  instructed, 
should  he  allowed  to  sponge  a gun,  or  serve  the  vent. 

The  foregoing  instructions  have  been  prepared  in 
obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  secrctaiy  of  war,  of 
this  date,  and  are  respectfully  submitted  for  his  sanc- 
tion. UENJ,  HUGER,  Cupt,  and  secretary. 
Approved— J.  R.  Poinsett. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

By  the  steamer  Britannia,  Cleland,  which  arrived 
at  Boston  in  thirteen  and  a half  days  from  Liver- 
pool, via  Halifax,  we  have  Liverpool  dates  to  the 
19th  June. 

The  Britannia  brought  67  passengers  of  whom  18 
were  left  at  Halifax,  and  10  received  (here  for  Bos- 
ton. 

Nothing  had  been  heard  of  the  steamer  Presi- 
dent. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  ministers  had  sustained  repeated  defeats  in 
parliament.  Sir  Robert  Peel’s  motion  for  a cen- 
sure of  the  ministry  was  brought  forward  in  the 
house  of  commons  on  the  5th  ot  June,  and  passed 
by  a majority  of  one. 

For  the  motion,  312 

Against  it,  311 

By  this  vote,  the  house  have  declared  that  the 
present  ministers  of  the  crown  do  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  parliament,  and  that  their  continuance 
in  office  is  at  variance  with  the  spirit  ot  the  consti- 
tution. The  announcement  of  this  vote  excited,  of 
course,  great  cheering  from  the  opposition  mem- 
bers. Lord  John  Russel,  tile  ministerial  leader,  then 
rose,  and  stated  that  he  should  deliberale  till  Mon- 
day following,  (this  was  on  Saturday  evening;,  as 
to  what  course  he  should  pursue  tor  the  vindication 
of  the  ministry. 

On  Monday  he  announced  to  the  house  his  in- 
tention ol  advising  the  queen  to  dissolve  parliament. 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  was  prepared  to  follow  up  his 
attack  by  opposing  the  supplies,  stated  that,  in  con- 
sequence ot  this  measure,  tie  should  defer  his  at- 
tempt. Subsequently,  the  strength  of  parties  was 
tried  again  on  the  criminal  law  question,  and  the 
ministry  were  beaten  by  a majority  of  ten. 

It  was  expected  that  parliament  would  be  pro- 
rogued on  the  23d  or  24th  ultimo. 

Active  preparations  were  in  progress  for  the  elec- 
tion. Lord  J.  Russell  was  to  stand  for  the  city  of 
London.  Parliament  continued  to  sit,  but  was  to 
be  dissolved  in  a lew  days,  by  commission.  The 
ministry  were  confident  of  adding  much  to  their 
strength  at  the  new  election. 

The  English  journals  are  so  engrossed  in  their 
own  affairs',  that  they  have  nothing  to  say  of  Mc- 
Leod, or  of  American  politics  in  general. 

The  steamer  Caledonia,  from  Boston,  arrived  at 
Liverpool  on  the  14th,  making  the  passage  in 
twelve  days  and  fourteen  hours. 

A contract  has  been  concluded  with  Mr.  Green, 
the  ship  owner,  for  tonnage  for  the  conveyance  of 

1,000  troops  which  the  government  are  about  to 
send  to  China.  Three  vessels  have  been  taken 
up  for  this  service,  at  a charge  to  tile  public  of 
£ 15,000. 

From  China  nothing  new. 

The  London  money  market  was  quiet.  Consols 
for  the  account  are  at  89  to  Three  per  cent,  re- 
duced, do.  India  bonds  par.  An  Austrian  loan  of 
seventy-five  millions  of  florins  has  been  taken  by 
the  Rothschilds,  at  103  for  a five  per  cent,  stock. 
Stock  markets  on  the  continent  have  varied  little. 

The  venerable  earl  of  Fortescue  died  at  Castle 
Hill,  South  Moiton,  Devan,  on  the  16th  ult.  after 
an  illness  of  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  is  to  be  appointed  vice  president 
of  tiie  board  of  trade,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Sheii,  who 
goes  out  as  governor  of  Bombay. 

Vol.  X— Sig.  19. 


Among  the  most  important  of  the  commercial 
failures,  are  that  of  Cockourn  & Co.  of  London — a 
house  extensively  engaged  in  the  East  India  trade, 
and  the  extensive  commercial  house  of  Grant  8c  Co. 
in  Glasgow.  Their  liabilities  are  said  to  amount  to 
£ 180,000,  and  it  is  feared  the  effect  will  be  ruinou3 
to  other  houses. 

Harvest — Crops.  The  hay  harvest  appears  to  be 
generally  abundant— and  the  grain  crops  in  general 
appear  to  wear  a promising  aspect — although  great 
depredations  have  been  committed  by  the  wire 
worm. 

The  cotton  market  at  Liverpool  had  improved, 
but  not  much.  The  state  of  trade  in  the  manu- 
facturing districts  was  such  as  not  to  create 
much  hope  of  any  steady  advance.  The  tobacco 
market  is  dull.  Pennsylvania  5 per  cent,  stocks 
sell  at  72  to  74;  Ohio  sixes,  87^  to  89;  New  York 
fives,  81;  Maryland  fives,  73  to  75;  U.  S.  bank 
shares  £4. 

Correspondence,  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Liverpool , 18  thJune,  1841. 

Since  we  wrote  you  per  Columbia,  our  colton 
market  has  remained  in  a very  inanimate  state  un- 
til this  week,  when  there  has  been  rather  more 
doing,  but  inasmuch  as  your  advices  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve your  present  crop  will  be  rather  over  than  tin- 
der 1,600,000  and  the  accounts  from  the  Mississippi 
being  so  far  favorable  to  a large  produce  from  that 
which  is  now  painted  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a considerable  quantity  coming  from  Bri- 
tish India,  with  a very  heavy  stock  of  all  kinds 
here;  the  market  is  freely  met  a decline  of  fully 
gd.  per  pound,  chiefly,  however,  in  the  inferior 
and  middling  qualities.  Unless  we  have  a great 
change  in  our  manufacturing  districts,  w:e  do  not 
see  from  present  appearances  much  hope  of  amend- 
ment, and  a crop  such  as  you  had  last  year  would 
make  prices  very  low.  Although  we  do  not  at  pre- 
sent see  our  way  to  any  advance,  yet  we  hope 
when  the  pending  elections  are  over  there  will  be 
more  business  doing,  and  keep  prices  from  reced- 
ing fui  (her, 'and  that  cottons  can  he  disposed  of 
without  giving  way  to  the  purchasers  sale  aftersale. 
The  sales  for  the  week  ending  the  4th  instant,  were 

12,000  bales  for  that  ended  11th  instant,  they  were 
19,880  bales — and  for  the  present  week  they 
amount  to  23,100  bales,  of  which  5,500  were  Up- 
land at  5a7g;  12,430  Orleans  at  5^a8^;  4,450  Ala- 
bama and  Mobile  at  5a7,  and  70  Sea  Island  at  13  a 
17^d.  per  pound,  and  the  business  has  been  chief- 
ly by  the  consumers.  The  stork  in  this  port  is 
now  estimated  at  549,000  hales  of  which  440,000 
bales  are  American,  against  376,000  bales  at  this 
period  last  year  of  which  320,000  were  Ameri- 
can. 

The  weather  has  been  cold  and  dry  for  the  past 
fortniglit,  and  our  harvest  will  not  be  so  early  as 
was  at  one  time  expected,  the  corn  markets  are 
consequently  rather  higher,  and  bond  wheat  sel- 
ling at  32s.  6d.a33s.  per  bush.  Should  a change  of 
administration  take  place  we  have  reason  to  hope 
that  some  alteration  for  tiie  benefit  of  our  commer- 
cial relations  will  be  adopted,  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  the  duty  on  grain,  on  which  all  parties  seem 
to  be  of  opinion  some  modification  is  necessary. 
Turpintine  is  again  lower,  a parcel  of  800  bbls. 
having  been  sold  at  10s.  lOd.alOs.  lid.  per  cwt. 
and  for  1,500  bbls.  of  very  good  quality  10s.  lOd. 
being  the  highest  offer;  it  was  withdrawn  and 
is  going  into  store.  Tiie  tobacco  market  is  very 
dull. 

American  stocks  in  London~-June  18, 1841. 


Pennsylvania 

5 per  cents 

72a74 

Tennessee 

6 do. 

79a80 

Ohio 

6 do. 

87ia80 

New  York 

5 do. 

81 

Indiana 

5 do. 

65a67  nom. 

Maryland 

5 do. 

73a75 

U.  S.  bank  shares 

FRANCE. 

£4 

From  France  there  is  little  news  of  moment. — 
Marshal  Soult  retired  from  the  ministry,  on  being 
opposed  in  a measure  relating  to  the  recruiting  of 
soldiers,  but  came  hack  again  on  being  told  he 
might  have  his  way. 

Some  of  tiie  Paris  papers  stale  positively  that  a 
treaty  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  four  great  pow- 
ers, for  the  partition  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
adds  that  Great  Britain  was  to  have  Egypt;  Russia, 
Constantinople;  Austria,  the  produces  bordering 


tiie  Danube;  and  Prussia  was  to  be  aggrandized  by 
the  acquisition  of  Saxony,  a part  of  Poland,  and 
Hanover.  It  states,  likewise,  that  another  part  of 
tiie  arrangement  declared  thatFrance  would  not  be 
disturbed  in  her  African  possessions.  This  report 
of  course  obtained  no  credit  in  England. 

An  Englishman  in  Boulogne,  from  London,  had 
been  arrested  witli  “an  infernal  machine”  in  his 
possession,  which  had  fifteen  barrels  so  constructed 
that  all  would  go  oii  at  once. 

The  French  are  making  progress  in  Africa. — 
Their  troops  are  generally  successful  against  the 
Arabs, 

A letter  from  Naples  announces  that  the  house 
of  Rothschilds  has  made  a loan  of  3,000,000  of  du- 
cats to  that  government.  The  Messrs.  Rothschilds, 
it  is  also  stated,  have  just  loaned  the  Austrian  go- 
vernment 75,000,000  florins,  about  30,000,000  dol- 
lars! This  is  a ftve  per  cent,  loan  at  103.  The 
French  government  also  want  a great  loan.  All 
the  governments,  it  seems,  are  borrowing,  now-a- 
days,  as  well  as  our  own. 

Havre,  June  14/A,  1841. 

The  cotton  market  remained  in  about  tiie  same 
position  as  belore.  The  sales  effected  that  day 
amounted  to  1,986  bales,  viz:  670  bales  Louisiana 
at  85f.  to  96 5 f.  761  Mobile  at  77f.  to  86f.;  417 
Georgia  at  74if.  to  9 2£f.  and  120  Florida  at  75f. 
In  coffee  nothing  worth  mentioning  was  done.  The 
transactions  in  colonial  sugar  were  composed  of  200 
hhds.  at  the  rate  of  56f.  for  good  middling.  In  all 
other  articles,  save  two  chests  Bengal  indigo,  at 
9f.  85c.  and  25,000  kilograms  whale  oil,  sold  on  de- 
livery, at  85f.  nothing  occurred. 

SPAIN. 

A telegraphic  despatch  from  Perpignan,  dated  the 
11th  June  mentions  that  on  the  7th  a disturbance, 
which  threatened  to  be  very  serious,  took  place  at 
Barcelona.  It  appears  that  400  weavers  of  that 
town  endeavored  to  obtain  possession  of  some  con- 
fiscated goods  advertised  tor  auction,  and  the  au- 
thorities, being  unable  to  restain  them,  purchased 
the  goods,  and  gave  them  to  the  workmen  to  be 
burnt  in  front  of  the  town  hali,  which  the  workmen 
caused  to  be  illuminated. 

Advices  from  Madrid  to  the  10th  of  June,  state, 
that  the  Fete  Dieu  was  solemnized  with  great  pomp 
in  that  capital.  The  procession  was  headed  by 
Espartero,  w ho  took  the  place  of  the  kings  of  Spain. 
The  young  queen  was  among  tiie  spectators  at  the 
hotel  de  Ville,  where  her  majesty  was  attended  by 
all  the  distinguished  members  of  tier  household. — 
Not  the  slightest  interruption  of  public  tranquillity 
took  place. 

PORTUGAL. 

Advices  from  Lisbon  to  the  7th  of  June  state  that 
the  ministerial  crisis  was  not  yet  over.  The  queen 
had  addressed  congratulatory  letters  to  the  patriarch 
of  Lisbon,  the  archbishop  of  Braga,  and  other  pre- 
lates announcing  her  recognition  by  the  pope,  and 
in  consequence  declaring  that  a road  w'as  opened  for 
the  settlement  of  all  the  existing  differences  between 
the  two  courts.  It  was  supposed  that  this  proceed- 
ing of  the  court  ol  Rome  would  prove  tiie  forerun- 
ner of  the  recognition  of  the  queen  of  Portugal  by 
Austria  and  other  powers. 

TURKEY. 

There  seems  to  be  no  tranquillity  for  Turkey — 
their  difficulties  seem  to  increase.  Tiie  young  sul- 
tan’s health  is  rapidly  declining,  notwithstanding  lie 
has  for  some  time  past  been  residing  at  the  “valley 
of  the  sweet  waters.” 

THE  EAST. 

Affairs  in  the  Levant  present  nothing  of  particu- 
lar interest. 

The  French  have  taken  tiie  town  of  Mascara 
in  Algieis,  and  are  fortifying  it. 

In  the  memory  of  man,  a more  abundant  crop  of 
all  kinds  of  grains  w as  never  seen  in  Egypt  than 
that  of  the  present  year.  The  government  calcu- 
lates oti  being  able  to  dispose  of  nearly  2,600,000 
ardebs  of  corn.  The  cotton  crop  would  also  consi- 
derably exceed  that  of  1S40,  whicli  amounted  to 

140,000  quintals. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  published  advices  from 
Alexandria  to  the  effect  that  the  schareof  of  Mecca 
has  taken  up  arms  against  the  sultan,  and  driven 
the  Turkish  garrison  out  of  the  holy  city.  This 
news,  coming,  as  it  does,  upon  the  heels  of  tiie  ac- 
counts of  the  insurrections  in  Candia  and  Bulgaria, 
bodes  much  mischief. 
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The  latest  advices  from  Candia,  to  the  18th  of 
May,  state  that  the  insurrection  has  not  been  sup- 
pressed, the  number  of  insurgents  increases  daily, 
and  they  resolved  to  let  things  come  to  extremities. 
Many  of  the  principal  families,  have  already  left  the 
Island  for  Syria  and  other  parts  of  Greece.  It  was 
rumored  that  Tahir  pasha  had  landed  there,  with 
5,000  men,  and  astrong  park  of  artillery,  determin- 
ing to  reduce  the  rebels  to  submission.  Letters 
from  the  Turkish  frontier,  of  the  3d  ult.  state  that 
the  Greek  patriarch  at  Constantinople,  was  dis- 
missed by  the  porte  for  privately  encouraging  the 
rebellion  in  Bulgaria. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  national  anniversary.  The  fourth 
of  July  falling  this  year  upon  the  Sabbath  day, 
afforded  a kind  of  double  anniversary.  Such  obser- 
vances as  were  not  inconsistent  with  the  sanctity 
of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  including  certain  tempe- 
rance and  Sabbath  school  movements,  in  many 
places  occupied  communities  a part  of  the  fourth. 
A missionary  spirit  was  moving  throughout  the 
land — and  the  pulpit  and  the  rostrum  lent  their 


been  landed  from  the  vessel  at  any  port  at  which 
she  may  have  thus  touched  contrary  to  the  law,  the 
vessel  shall  be  confiscated,  and  the  captain  will,  in 
atidi'ion,  become  liable  to  a criminal  prosecution.” 
It  is  important  that  this  regulation  should  be 
made  known  to  our  vessels,  particularly  to  those 
employed  in  whaling,  which  have  been  in  the  ha- 
bit of  touching  at  many  of  the  minor  ports  and  coves, 
(including  all  places  on  the  coast  which  are  not  re- 
gular ports  of  entry  ),  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
refreshments.  Revenue  cutters  have  been  fitted 
out  at  Callao  for  the  enforcement  of  the  decre. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  July  3, 
1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837,  1838,  1839  and 
1840  $26,681,337  53 

Redeemed  of  those  issues  22,914,409  40 

Leaving  outstanding  $3,766,928  13 

Issued  under  the  act  of  February, 

1841,  viz: 

Prior  to  March  4 673,681  32 
Since  March  4 4,049,349  70 

4,723.031  02 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  144,264  02 

Leaving  outstanding 4,578,767  00 


wholesome  aid  to  the  commemoration  of  a grateful 
people.  But  the  more  distinct  celebration  of  the  na- 
tional birth  day  was  postponed  to  Monday,  the  5th 
inst.  That  beautiful  morning  w>as  ushered  in  by  the 
sound  of  artillery,  reverberating  from  one  extreme 
of  the  union  to  the  other — as  the  “stripes  an  stars” 
were  gaily  run  up  to  mast  head,  or  fluttered  in  the 
breeze  from  thousands  of  spires  that  here  and  there 
taper  toward  the  sky.  Business  was  suspended, 
and  the  people  devoted  themselves  to  enjoyment  in 
whatever  direction  their  fancy  indicated.  Country 
people  crowded  to  the  towns — and  the  towns  peo- 
ple to  the  country.  Public,  military,  and  civic  pro- 
cessions— social  meetings — excursions  and  parties 
of  pleasure — all  had  their  attractions.  It  was  a 
national  holiday,  in  the  hilarities  of  which  it  is 
most  gratifying  to  record  the  fact,  that  temperance 
was  a distinct  ingredient.  The  influence  of  refor- 
mation was  manifest  in  every  direction  from  which 
we  have  yet  received  accounts.  A rational  people 
were  rendering  homage  for  the  enjoyment  of  li- 
berty— as  regulated  by  thf.ir  own  good  go- 


Making  the  aggregate  outstanding  on  the 
1st  instant  $8,345,695  13 

T.  EWING,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

INDIAN  DEPARTMENT  AND  FLORIDA  WAR. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  secretary  U.  S.  treasury: 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  of  presenting 
to  your  view  a condensed  statement  of  the  expendi 
turesofthe  Indian  department  and  Florida  war — 
with  a recapitulation;  shewing  distinctly  how  much 
each  department  cost  yearly  for  the  last  5 vears. 

1836.  Florida  war  $3,946,443 

Indian  department 


1837.  Florida  war 

Indian  department 


1838.  Florida  war 
Indian  department 

1839.  Florida  war 
Indian  department 

1840.  Florida  war 
Indian  department 


1,962,087 

$5,90S,530 

4,393,693 

3,326,053 

$7,719,746 

5.124.356 
2,382,500 

$7,506,856 

1.204.357 
2,078,083 

$3,282,440 

994,745 

1,332,064 


vernment — “under  their  own  vine  and  their  own 
fig  tree,  none  daring  to  make  them  afraid.” 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Brigadier  general  Winfield  Scott,  major  general 
by  brevet,  to  be  major  general  June  25,  vice  major 
general  Alexander  Macomb,  deceased. 

Elisha  M.  Huntington,  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office  of  the  United  Slates. 

Philip  R.  Fendall,  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Postmasters.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany, 
N.  Y.;  James  Rees,  Geneva,  N.  Y.;  William  Ste- 
vens, Newark,  N.J.;  Joseph  M.  Moore,  Indiana- 
polis, la.;  Samuel  H.  Jenks,  Nantucket,  Mass.; 
Asher  Robbins,  Newport,  R.  1.;  Wm.  H.  Harrison 
Taylor,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Benjamin  W.  Gause, 
Tallahassee,  Fa.;  John  G.  Miller,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Jonas  M.  Wheeler,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.;  George 
Wm.  Gordon,  Boston,  Mass.;  James  W.  Coburn, 
Maysville,  Ky.;  Keeland  Ty nor,  Macon,  Ga.;  Syt- 
vanus  R.  Lyman,  Portland,  Me.;  George  Hall, 
Brooklyn,  N,  Y.;  Thomas  Finley,  Baltimore,  Md.; 
David  Agnew,  Wheeling,  Va.;  Jacob  Alricks, 
Wilmington,  Del.;  Charles  Troxell,  Reading,  Pa.; 
Charles  Martin,  Chillicothe,  Ohio;  Caleb  Foote, 
Salem,  Mass.;  Henry  B.  Stacey,  Burlington,  Vt.; 
William  Collins,  Steubenville,  Ohio;  Addley  H. 
Gladden,  Columbia,  S.  C.;  John  Wall,  Winchester, 
Va.;  James  H.  Turner,  New  London,  Ct.;  Samuel 
Gookin,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Peruvian  decree.  Department  of  stale,  July 
7,  1841.  A decree,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
translation,  has  been  issued  by  the  government  of 
Peru,  taking  effect  from  and  after  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary of  this  present  year: 

“All  vessels,  whether  national  or  foreign,  coming 
from  a foreign  country,  are  absolutely  prohibited 
from  touching  at  any  of  the  minor  ports  or  coves  of 
the  republic,  under  pain  of  a fine  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  payable  by  the  captain  in  favor  of  the  infor- 
mants; for  which  the  vessel  is  liable,  whether  be- 
longing to  the  captain  or  to  others.  If,  moreover,  it 
be  proved  that  any  person,  or  goods,  or  letters,  have 


In  all  $26,744,381 

Recapitulation. 


Florida  war. 

Indian  department. 

1836. 

$3,946,443 

$1,962,087 

1837. 

4,393,693 

3,326.053 

1838. 

5,124,356 

2,382,500 

1839. 

1,204,357 

2,078,083 

1840. 

994,745 

1,332,064 

$15,663,594 

$1 1,080,787— $26, 

This  statement  is  taken  from  your  predecessor’s 
reports — by  comparing,  you  will  perceive  it  cost  la- 
bor, time  and  patience — in  consequtnce  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  not  being  added  and  the  cost  car- 
ried out;  were  they  carried  distinctly  out,  the  reader 
could  see  at  a glance  all  he  wished  to  see.  There- 
fore its  to  be  hoped  the  error  or  design  will  be  cor- 
rected. See  Niles’  Register,  11th,  April,  1840. 

Yours  very  respectfully,  W.  McNIGHT. 

Pennsylvania,  July,  1841. 

Aroostook  country.  Governor  Kent  has  late- 
ly made  a tour  through  the  Aroostook  country,  to 
examine  it  personally,  ascertain  the  wants  of  the 
settlers,  and  be  prepared  to  recommend  the  best 
means  of  promoting  and  protecting  the  new  settle- 
ments. There  is  now'  a small  but  sufficient  force  at 
Fort  Fairfield,  maintained  at  the  joint  expense  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Hamlin,  the  land 
agent,  went  up  to  Fish  river  and  Madawaska.  We 
learn  from  the  province  papers,  that  there  are  only 
about  30  soldiers  at  Madawaska,  the  remainder  hav- 
ing been  ordered  up  to  Degele  and  Temiscouata 
lake.  Trespassers  do  not  operate  much  in  the 
summer  season  after  getting  their  logs  down  in  the 
spring.  We  believe  trespassing  on  this  side  the  St. 
John  has  been  nearly  stopped.  [ Kennebec  Jour. 

Sub-treasury.  The  New  York  American  of 
the  1st  inst.  has  the  following: 

Duties  one-half  payable  in  specie.  On  and  after 
this  day  one-half  of  all  duties  payable  at  the  custom 
house,  should,  according  to  the  sub-treasury  law, 
which  is  still  in  force,  be  paid  in  specie. 

As,  however,  the  practice,  under  that  law  of  spe- 
cial humbug,  has  been,  to  receive  for  the  specie  pay- 


ment, checks  on  banks,  marked  payable  in  specie — 
as  all  the  checks  on  specie  paying  banks  are— the 
same  system  will,  the  collector  gives  notice,  be  con- 
tinued. 

American  wool  product.  The  New  York 
Tribune  justly  remarks  that  to  those  who  have  paid 
the  subject  but  little  attention  the  amount  of  monev 
invested  in  the  production  of  wool  within  the  Unit- 
ed States  will  seem  surprising.  It  is  very  generally 
believed  that  this  is  quite  a secondary  branch  of  our 
general  interest  instead  cf  one  of  the  most  fruitful 
sources  of  our  wealth,  and  best  deserving  the  che- 
rishing  protection  of  our  government.  As  shown 
by  the  returns  of  the  late  census,  we  have  in  this 
country,  exclusive  of  Worth  Carolina,  Michigan  and 
Kentucky,  19,085,962  sheep;  and  taking  ten  dollars 
as  the  average  value  of  land  necessary  to  sustain  a 
sheep  and  make  a fair  allowance  for  the  price  of  the 
animals  themselves,  for  the  labor  necessary  for  their 
proper  superintendence,  with  that  required  to  pre- 
pare their  product  for  its  first  market,  which  are  as 
much  part  of  the  investment  as  the  land  which  sus- 
tains them,  the  aggregate  amount  of  capital  invest- 
ed in  this  branch  of  industry  will  be  at  least  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  certainly  an 
immense  sum,  and  well  deserves  the  attention  of 
the  general  government. 

At  present  England  supplies  us  annually  with 
some  ten  millions  worth  of  broadcloths,  and  after  all 
choosses  to  import  her  wool  from  the  continent  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  our  own.  In  1839  her  entire  im- 
port of  this  article  was  57,395,944  pounds,  and  while 
we  had  some  40,000,000  pounds  of  wool  remaining 
at  home,  nearly  two-fifths  of  the  whole  woollen  ma- 
nufacturers of  Great  Britain  came  to  the  United 
States.  And  yet  we  have  only  about  $15,000,000 
invested  in  woollen  manufactures.  Of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  wool  grown  in  the  United  States 
in  1839,  New  York  produced  4.012,144  pounds; 
Ohio  3,650.970;  Vermont  3,257,695,  which,  in 
proportion  to  tier  population,  is  much  the  largest 
amount  grown  in  any  state;  Pennsylvania  3,076,783; 
Virginia  2,672,044;  Maine  1,465,551;  New  Hamp- 
shire 1.260,988;  Indiana  1,202,200;  Massachusetts 
1,055,591;  Tennessee  1,029.526;  and  Ihe  other 
states  various  amounts  between  the  893,675  pounds 
of  Connecticut  and  the  45,524  of  Louisiana. 


Interesting  reminiscence.  The  Courier 
states  that  Samuel  Gouverneur,  esq.,  is  engaged 
upon  a biography  of  president  Monroe.  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur being  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and 
having  had  bequeathed  to  him  all  ihe  papers  of 
that  illustrious  statesman,  will  he  enabled  to  accom- 
plish his  undertaking  with  singular  advantages.— 
The  following  will  be  one  of  the  interesting  passages: 

When  Mr.  Monroe  was  minister  from  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  and  when  gen.  La  Fayette  was  con- 
fined in  the  prison  at  Olmutz,  by  the  emperor  of 
Austria,  information  was  brought  him,  that  madame 
La  Fayette,  the  general’s  wife,  was  thrown  into 
prison,  and  no  doubt  in  a few  days  would  follow  the 
fate  of  her  mother  and  grandmother  at  the  guillotine. 
Mr.  Monroe  alone  could  save  her,  and  as  Paris  was 
then  in  the  hands  of  the  mob  it  could  only  be  ac- 
complished by  arousing  the  sympathies  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  destruction  of  life  had  been  such  in  every 
state  of  society  where  opulence  was  perceptible,  that 
to  avoid  certain  death,  all  luxuries  and  splendor 
were  laid  aside;  and  the  wealthy,  instead  of  riding 
in  their  equipages,  either  walked,  or  rode  in  the  mis- 
erable vehicles  of  the  city. 

It  therefore  created  a great  sensation  when  the 
splendid  equipage  of  the  American  minister’s  car- 
riage appeared  at  the  gale  of  the  prison,  and  his  lady 
informed  the  keeper  that  she  had  come  to  see  the 
wife  of  gen.  La  Fayette.  Such  a call  at  such  a 
time  was  like  electricity.  The  news  spread  in  all 
directions,  and  before  Mrs.  Monroe  drove  from  the 
prison,  thousands  had  collected  around  her  carriage, 
and  the  feelings  elicited  by  the  meeting  of  two  such 
fomales  in  such  a situation,  arrested  the  axe  of  the 
executioner,  and  eventually  set  the  captive  free. 

The  feelings  of  colonel  Monroe  cannot  be  realiz- 
ed during  the  absence  of  his  wife.  He  could  not 
accompany  her,  as  that  would  have  counteracted  tho 
feeling  he  knew  must  he  awakened  to  save  the  pri- 
soner. When  madame  La  Fayette  met  Mrs.  Mon- 
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roe  she  was  iii  a state  of  perfect  phrenzy,  supposing 
that  slio  was  led  out  to  execution,  and  when  she 
found  herself  embraced  by  the  lady  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  within  tire  walls  of  that  gloomy  prison, 
where  but  a few  days  previously  hail  been  led  forth 
to  execution,  her  mother  and  grandmother,  it  was 
for  a long  time  before  she  could  realize  her  situation. 
Mrs.  Monroe  assured  her  she  should  be  saved,  and 
that  her  husband  had  determined  to  risk  all  if  it 
became  necessary,  to  accomplish  her  deliverance. 

THE  ARMY. 

War  department — general  orders. 

Adj.  gen’s,  office,  Washington,  June  29th,  1841. 
The  following  order  of  the  secretary  of  war  an- 
nounces to  the  army  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  the  exit  of  the  distinguished  Alexander  Ma- 
comb, the  late  major  general  commanding-  in-chief. 
The  honors  conferred  on  him  by  president  Madi- 
son, received  on  the  field  of  victory,  for  “dislin- 
guisheil  and  gallant  conduct  in  de  feating  the  enemy  at 
Plattsburgh” — and  the  thanks  of  congress  be- 
stowed with  a medal  commemorative  of  this  tri- 
umph of  the  arms  of  the  republic,  attest  the  high 
estimate  of  his  gallantry  and  meritorious  services 
in  time  of  war.  And  his  advancement  since  the 

fieace,  to  the  highest  military  rank  known  to  the 
aws,  confirms  the  good  opinion  and  esteem  as  an 
officer  and  a man,  in  which  the  lamented  general 
has  ever  been  held  by  his  fellow  citizens,  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  army: 

“Department  of  war,  June  26, 1841. 
“The  secretary  of  war,  in  the  discharge  of  a pain- 
ful duty,  announces  to  the  army,  the  death  of  major 
general  Alexander  Macomb,  their  late  general- 
in-chief. 

“It  were  but  small  tribute  to  his  memory  to  say, 
that  in  youth  and  manhood  he  served  his  country 
in  the  profession  in  which  he  died,  during  a period 
of  more  than  forty  years,  without  stain  or  blemish 
upon  his  escutcheon.  The  spotless  purity  of  his 
life  was  not  less  conspicuous  than  his  patriotism 
and  devotion  to  the  service.  Though  bred  a soldier, 
and  always  an  advocate  of  a proper  degree  of  rigor 
in  maintaining  the  discipline  of  the  army,  his  heart 
■was  still  open  to  all  the  benevolent  sensibilities  of 
our  nature;  nor  were  his  success  and  good  fortune 
below  his  personal  deserts.  Entering  the  army  in 
youth,  as  a cornet,  he  passed  honorably  through 
every  grade  of  command  to  the  highest  attainable  in 
his  profession.  In  the  progress  of  his  long  career, 
besides  the  various  occasions  ofordinary  occurrence, 
which  called  forth  the  exercise  of  his  active  talents 
as  an  officer,  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  af- 
forded him  an  opportunity  of  signalizing  his  skill 
and  gallantry  in  a more  eminent  degree,  and  he 
availed  himself  of  it  in  a manner  which  entitles 
him  to  be  enrolled  high  in  the  list  of  that  distin- 
guished and  heroic  band  of  commanders,  by  land 
and  sea,  who  have  achieved  so  much  tor  the  honor 
and  glory  of  their  country.  A grateful  people, 
speaking  through  their  constituted  authorities,  were 
prompt  to  acknowledge  their  lively  sense  of  the 
value  and  importance  of  his  services,  while  living; 
nor  will  they  fail  lo  manifest  correspondent  feelings 
of  sorrow  and  regret  upon  the  occasion  of  his  death. 
The  army  will  cherish  his  memory,  lor  the  many 
excellent  traits  of  his  character  as  a man,  while  the 
example  of  his  military  fortune  will  encourage  them 
to  emulate  his  active  perseverance,  devotion  and 
gallantry  as  an  officer. 

“As  an  appropriate  testimony  of  respect  and  ho- 
nor for  the  memory  of  their  late  general  in  chief, 
the  officers  of  the  army  w ill  wear  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning,  for  six  months,  on  the  left  arm  and 
hilt  of  the  sword.  Guns  will  be  fired  at  each  mili- 
tary post  at  intervals  of  thirty  minutes,  from  sun- 
rise until  sun-set  on  the  day  succeeding  the  receipt 
of  this  order,  during  which  lime  the  national  flair 
will  be  suspended  at  half-staff.  JOHN  BELL.”  ° 
The  military  honors  directed  by  the  president  to 
be  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  late  major  general 
Alexander  Macomb,  will  be  only  observed,  and 
the  troops  at  the  several  stations  will  be  paraded  at 
10  o'clock,  when  this  order  will  be  read,  after 
which  all  labors  for  the  day  will  cease.  By  order: 
R.  JONES,  adj,  gen. 

Official  arrangements  at  Washington,  for  the  fu- 
neral solemnities  and  interment  of  the  late  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  major  general  of  the  army,  com- 
manding-in chief,  who  died  at  his  residence  at  the 
seat  of  government  on  Friday  the  25th  of  June, 
1811. 

Adj.  gen’s,  office,  Washington,  June  26,  1841. 
Agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  department  of 
war,  the  following  arrangements  for  the  funeral 
honors  of  the  lamented  major  general  Macomb 
have  been  made. 


order  of  the  procession. 

Funeral  escort  in  column  of  march. 

Battalion  of  infantry. 

Battalion  of  marines. 

Squadron  of  cavalry. 

Troop  of  light  artillery. 

Commander  of  the  escort  and  staff. 

The  clergy  of  the  District  and  surgeon  general  of 
the  army. 


Pall-bearers. 
Colonel  Cross, 
Colonel  Abert, 
Colonel  Botnford, 
General  Gibson, 
Com  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Dawson, 
house  of  reps. 
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Pall-bearers. 
Colonel  Totten, 
Colonel  Walbach, 
General  Towson, 
General  Wool, 

Com.  Warrington, 
Mr.  Preston,  of  the 
senate. 


The  relations  of  the  deceased. 

The  general  staff  of  the  army. 

Officers  of  the  army. 

Officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps. 
Officers  of  the  militia. 

The  president  of  theU-  States  and  secretary  of  war. 
The  ex-presidents. 

The  heads  of  departments. 

The  chief  justice  and  associate  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  district  judges  of  the  U.  Slates. 
The  president  and  secretary  of  the  senate. 

The  senators  and  officers  of  the  senate. 
Foreign  ministers  and  suites. 

United  States  and  Mexican  commissioners  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  under  the  con- 
vention with  Mexico. 

Members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
officers. 

Governors  of  states  and  territories  and  members  of 
the  state  legislatures. 

Judges  of  the  circuit  and  criminal  courts  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  members  of  the 
bar  and  officers  of  the.  courts. 

The  comptrollers  of  the  treasury,  auditors,  treasurer, 
register,  solicitor  and  commissioners  of  land 
office,  patents,  pensions,  I ndiari  af- 
fairs anil  public  buildings. 

The  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  mayor  and  corporate  authorities  of  Washington, 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  (he  revolution. 

The  clerks,  &c.  of  the  several  departments  preced- 
ed by  their  chief  clerks  and  all  other 
civil  officers  of  the  government. 

The  societies  and  fraternities  that  may  join  the 
procession. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

The  troops  designated  to  form  the  escort  will 
be  commanded  by  major  general  Jesup  (unless 
a senior  officer  should  arrive),  and  Ihey  will  as- 
semble in  front  of  the  mansion  of  the  late  gene- 
ral-in chief  at  9$  o’clock  on  Monday,  the  28th  of 
June,  from  which  the  procession  will  move  precise- 
ly at  104  o’clock. 

The  usual  badge  of  mourning  will  be  worn  on  the 
left  arm,  and  on  the  hilt  of  the  sword. 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  army  is  charged  with 
the  arrangements  of  the  day,  arid  will  be  aided  by 
the  assistants  adjutant  general  on  duty  near  the 
head  quarters  of  the  army.  By  order: 

L.  THOMAS,  assis’t  adj't  gen. 


Adj.  gen’s,  office,  Washington , July  5,  1811. 

Brevet  major  general  Winfield  Scott  having 
been  appointed  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  the  major  gene- 
ral of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  he  is  directed 
to  assume  the  command  and  enter  upon  his  duties 
accordingly. 

By  command  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen.  of  the  army. 

Headquarters  of  the  army,  Washington,  July  5, 1S41. 

General  orders.  No.  37. 

Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  the  case,  major  general  Scott  as- 
sumes the  command  of  the  army. 

His  aids  de  camp  are  first  lieutenant  B.  R.  Alden, 
4th  infantry,  and  first  lieutenant  E.  D.  Keyes,  3d 
artillery.  Until  a successor  in  his  late  commission 
be  appointed,  the  reports,  returns  and  applications 
made  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  eastern  division 
will  be  addressed  to  the  assistant  adjutant  general, 
at  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  whence  they  will 
be  forwarded  to  general  headquarters,  Washington, 
tor  consideration.  WINFIELD  SCOT!’. 

By  command  of  the  major  general: 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

Medical  staff.  The  following  persons,  candidates 
for  the  appointment  of  assistant  surgeon  in  the  ar- 
my, were  examined  and  approved  by  the  medical 
board  that  was  convened  in  Philadelphia,  May  25th, 
viz: 


1.  Charles  E.  Isaacs,  of  Mississippi. 

2.  Richard  H.  Coolidge,  of  New  York. 


3.  Roberts.  Holmes,  of  Pennsylvania. 

4.  Charles  W.  Stearns,  of  Massachusetts. 

5.  William  Levely,  of  Maryland. 

6 D ibney  Hemden,  of  Virginia. 

By  the  same  board,  the  following  assistant  sur- 
geons were  examined  lor  promotion  and  were  seve- 
rally approved,  viz:  Alexander  F.  Suter,  Charles 
M.  Hitchcock,  William  Maffitt. 


THE  NAVY. 

Regulations.  The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  is- 
sued some  orders  with  regard  to  the  navy  uniform, 
with  the  intent  of  correcting  an  evil  which  has  been 
much  observed,  the  want  of  regularity  in  the  navy 
dress.  The  following  abstract  of  these  orders  is 
from  the  Philadelphia  North  American: 

No  embroidery  will  hereafter  be  worn  by  cap- 
tains or  commanders  in  the  navy,  and  in  several  of 
the  other  grades  changes  are  made  in  the  dress. 
The  same  button  is  prescribed  for  all  officers,  and 
none  other  than  blue  or  white  pantaloons  or  vests 
are  permitted  to  be  worn  by  any  officer  in  the  navy. 
When  uniform  is  worn  it  must  be  the  entire  full 
dress  or  the  entire  undress,  and  uniform  is  ordered 
to  be  worn  by  all  officers  attached  to  vessels,  navy 
yards,  stations,  the  recruiting  service  or  hospitals. 
Strict  obedience  to  these  orders  is  enjoined.  The 
hair  of  all  persons  in  the  navy  is  to  be  kept  short, 
no  part  of  the  beard  is  to  be  worn  long  except 
whiskers,  which  shall  not  descend  more  than  one 
inch  below  the  tip  of  the  ear,  and  then  in  a line  to- 
ward the  mouth. 

A want  of  conformity  in  the  dress  of  officers  of 
the  navy  has  often  been  perceived  and  complained 
of,  notwithstanding  the  uniform  has  been  prescrib- 
ed by  the  head  of  the  navy  department  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  now  is  by  the  honorable  Mr. 
Badger;  but  we  hope  to  see  this  regulation  strictly 
conformed  to  and  doubt  not  that  the  commandants 
of  vessels  of  war,  navy  yards,  &c.  &c.  will  take 
care  that  all  orders  emanating  from  the  navy  de- 
partment, be  rigidly  obeyed  by  those  under  their 
command. 

List  of  midshipmen,  in  the  order  of  rank  assign- 
ed them  by  the  board  of  examination,  which  con- 
vened at  the  naval  asylum,  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
I4th  ult  imo. 


12.  Joshua  D.  Todd, 

13.  Wm.  M.  Caldwell, 

14.  Wilmer  Shields, 

15.  Charles  E.  Fleming, 

16.  Isaac  S.  K.  You, 

17.  Ste.  D.  Lavalette, 

18.  James  S.  Ridgely, 

19.  John  Rutledge, 

20.  John  Q.  A dams, 

21.  Charles  Deas, 

22.  Robt.  M.  Bowland, 
[Nat.  Intelligencer. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  following  interesting  in- 
formation concerning  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
iii  the  Parific  is  contained  in  a letter  dated  on  board 
the  United  States  frigate  Constitution,  at  Talcahuana, 
in  Chili,  March  5th,  1841: 


1.  Joseph  N.  Barney, 

2.  Alexander  Murray, 

3.  Louis  McLane, 

4.  Edward  Donaldson, 

5.  S.  Chase  Barney, 

6.  B.  F.  B.  Hunter, 

7.  George  H.  Preble, 

8.  Thomas  B Huger, 

9.  Robert  B.  Riell, 

10.  M.  C.  Perry, 

11.  C.  S.  McDonough, 


“The  squadron  is  so  limited  that  I have  not  a 
doubt  the  commodore  finds  it  a very  perplexing  task 
to  give  that  protection  to  our  commerce  in  this  vast 
ocean,  and  on  the  extensive  coasts  of  Chili,  Peru 
and  Mexico,  that  it  requires,  and  is  entitled  to. — 
It  seems  to  me  that,  unless  the  squadron  is  increas- 
ed to  a frigate  and  three  or  tour  sloops,  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  to  detach  a ship  from  the  coast  of 
Chili  and  Peru  to  visit  ‘the  Island,’  and  the  west 
coast  of  Mexico  and  the  north  west  coast  of  Ame- 
rica once  in  twelve  months.  The  very  small  naval 
force  we  now  have  in  the  Pacific  (two  ships  and 
one  schooner)!  is  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  our 
commerce  which,  in  point  of  tonnage,  is  tar  ahead 
of  Old  England  or  France!  We  have  about  500 
whale  ships  employed  in  this  ocean,  whose  ton- 
nage is  probably  over  150,000,  employing  12,900 
seamen.  This  immense  fleet  is  fitted  out  at  home, 
of  domestic  products,  which,  in  all  probability,  cost 
over  a million  of  dollars;  and  this  is  lelt  with  our 
people , and  the  fruits  of  the  ocean,  after  great  labor, 
are  taken  home  to  them  also.  In  addition  to  the 
whale  ships,  there  are  about  fitly  vessels  trom  va- 
rious ports  in  the  United  States,  trading  to  the  Pa- 
cific. in  other  branches  of  commerce.  This  is  but 
a bird’s-eye  view  of  our  great  and  growing  inte- 
rests in  the  Pacific.  Does  it  not  seem  to  merit  the 
watchful  care  of  the  government,  and  an  increased 
naval  force? 


“This  piace  is  a great  rendez.vous  for  whale  ships 
— twenty-three  American  whale  ships  have  been 
seen  here  at  one  time!  We  have  seen  ten  Ameri- 
can flags  flying  here  at  one  time!  The  bay  is  a 
beautiful  one.  The  anchorage  is  good,  and  is  pro- 
tected from  the  violence  of  the  sea,  and  heavy  north 
winds,  which  blow  on  the  coast  of  Chili  in  the  win- 
ter months,  by  an  island  lying  immediately  at  the 
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entrance,  as  the  bay  opens  from  the  north,  and  the 
heavy  pales  are  from  the  north.  Nature  seems  to 
have  placed  this  barrier  to  the  sea.  The  climate  is 
good— wood,  water  and  provisions  can  be  had  here 
in  great  abundance.  The  people  are  kind  and  hos- 
pitable. Talcahuana  is  but  a small  town,  being  the 
seaport  of  the  city  of  ‘Conception,’  which  is  dis- 
tant eight  miles  inland.  This  ill-fated  city  was 
about  half  laid  in  ruins  in  1835,  by  an  earthquake. 
The  population  then  was  ten  or  twelve  thousand; 
it  is  now  said  to  be  but  five  or  six  thousand.  The 
terror  of  the  earthquake  ot  1S35  has  not  left  the 
people  yet,  and  many  have  removed  from  the  city.” 

The  Pleiades,  from  Sumatra,  touched  at  St.  He- 
lena 9th  ult.  and  there  learnt  that  the  frigate  Con- 
stellation, and  one  or  two  other  United  States  men- 
of-war  were  at  Table  bay,  said  to  be  waiting  for 
new  rigging.  No  date  is  mentioned. 

The  Pleiades  reports  that  the  Malays  on  the  coast 
of  Sumatra  were  quiet,  owing  probably  in  part  to 
the  presence  of  a French  man-of-war. 

U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Marion  was  ofF  the  harbor  of 
Pernambuco  21st  ult.  and  was  expected  in  every 
moment. 

A letter  from  Oahu,  dated  March  Jl,  states  that 
the  Vincennes  was  at  Hawaii,  and  was  expected 
daily  to  join  the  rest  of  the  exploring  expedition  at 
Oahu. 

U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Levant,  sailed  from  Havana 
16th  ult.  on  a cruise. 

The  United  States  surveying  brig  Consort,  lieut. 
commanding  Powell,  arrived  here  from  St.  Joseph 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  survey  of  that  harbor  and 
Apalachicola  has  been  completed,  and  the  same 
depth  of  water  heretofore  reported,  has  been  found. 
The  Consort  was  to  sail  in  a few  days  for  Tampa 
Bay.  [ Pensacola  Gazette , June  5. 

The  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  was  at 
Cape  Mount,  Africa,  20th  April. 

The  United  States  ship  Macedonian,  commander 
Wilkinson,  was  spoken  16th  ult.  lat.  27,  Ion.  85,  on 
a cruise. 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Levant,  all  well,  was  spoken 
the  4th  inst.,  lat.  21,  long.  84,  by  the  Bourne,  at 
Boston,  from  Cienfuegos. 

Lieut,  commandant  Thomas  A.  Doming  proceeds 
to  the  Pacific,  in  the  ship  Lausanne,  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Shark,  vice  Bigelow, 
promoted. 

The  United  States  ship  Brandywine,  was  towed 
from  her  moorings  in  the  North  river,  and 
went  to  sea,  under  easy  sail,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th  ult.  Her  destination  is  supposed  to  be  again 
to  the  Mediterranean. 

She  is  now  under  the  command  of  capt.  Gf.jsin- 
gek,  capt.  Bolton  who  commanded  her  on  her  re- 
turn home,  having  been  relieved  at  his  own  request. 

Captain  Geissenger  is  the  sole  surviving  officer  of 
the  Wasp,  having  been  then  a midshipman  sent  to 
Savannah  with  a prize,  after  the  capture  of  British 
sloops  of  war  Avon  and  Pelican.  Nothing  was 
ever  heard  subsequently  of  the  Wasp,  and  her  fate 
is  only  conjectured  by  the  circumstance  that  a heavy 
British  sloop  of  war  arrived  in  a shattered  condition 
in  one  of  the  outports,  reporting  that  she  had  an 
engagement  with  a large  American  corvette  and 
escaped. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constitution  was  at 
Talcuhano,  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  on  the  5th  of 
March  last,  all  well,  and  was  expected  to  sail  in  a 
day  or  two  for  Valparaiso,  Coquimbo,  and  Lima. — 
The  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis  was  on  a cruize  to  “the 
islands”  and  western  coast  of  Mexico.  The  schoon- 
er Shark  was  at  Lima.  [Nor.  Beacon. 

U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  a short  visit  to  this  ship  yesterday.  She 
is  moored  off  the  battery.  Her  appearance  for  neat, 
ness  and  order  is  excellent. 

The  burthen  of  this  ship  is  2633  tons.  Her  ex 
trerae  length  on  the  spar  deck  is  212  8-12  feet;  her 
breadth  of  beam  is  54  feet,  and  her  depth  about  60 
feet.  She  has  four  decks — the  spar  deck,  the  upper 
and  lower  gun  decks,  arid  the  berth  deck;  and  when 
in  sailing  trim,  she  draws  25  feet  of  water.  From 
her  kelson  to  the  main  sky-sail  truck,  or  the  length 
of  her  main  mast  from  the  keel  to  the  “tip-top,”  is 
about  271  feet.  The  length  of  her  main  yard  is  107 
feet.  The  quantity  of  canvass  in  her  main  topsail 
is  1400  yards,  and  the  whole  quantity  on  her  when 


she  spreads  her  square  sails  and  studding  sails,  is 

18.000  yards;  sufficient  to  cover  an  area  of  over  four 
acres.  Her  main  stay  (rope)  is  16inchesin  diame- 
ter, and  her  fore  and  main  rigging  generally  about 
12  inches.  Her  bower  anchors  weigh  about  8629 
pounds,  or  nearly  three  tons,  and  her  largest  sheet 
anchor  weighs  9 175  pounds.  Her  hemp  cables  are 
36  inches  in  diameter,  and  a link  in  her  chain  cables 
will  weigh  about  12  pounds.  Their  length  is  about 
120  fathoms.  The  number  of  boats  belonging  to 
her  is  11,  the  largest  of  which  is  pulled  by  24  ours. 

This  ship  is  calculated  to  carry  an  armament  of 
one  hundred  guns.  At  present  she  has  on  her  spar 
deck  24  carronades,  42’s,  and  2 long  32’s;  on  the 
upper  gun  deck  she  has  32  long  32’s,  and  on  her 
lower  gun  deck  32  42’s.  When  her  magazine  is 
supplied,  it  contains  about  6000  pounds  of  powder. 
Her  armory  contains  300  muskets,  300  pistols,  300 
cutlasses,  300  boarding  axes,  and  300  pikes. 

Besides  other  stores  she  is  calculated  to  carry 
sufficient  water  to  furnish  one  thousand  men,  each 
with  a gallon  a day  for  six  months,  which  is  about 

182.000  gallons. 

Her  complement  of  men  is  one  thousand;  at  pre- 
sent she  has,  including  apprentices,  362.  The  num- 
ber of  boys  or  apprentices  now  on  board,  is  116. — 
Every  other  day  a part  of  them  are  required  to  at- 
tend school,  where  they  are  taught  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  or  navigation,  according  to  the  education 
they  have  previously  received.  On  the  larboard  side 
of  the  lower  gun-deck,  abaft  the  main  mast,  is  an 
apartment  constructed  tor  their  school  room.  On 
the  alternate  days  the  boys  are  employed  on  duty 
about  the  ship,  and  in  learning  seamanship.  There 
is  a library  connected  with  the  school,  that  contains 
about  200  volumes.  School  books  are  furnished  to 
each  of  the  scholars,  and  when  they  leave,  a copy 
of  each  book  which  they  may  have  studied  is  pre- 
sented to  them.  There  is  also  to  be  published  in  a 
few  days,  a work  on  seamanship,  designed  expressly 
for  them,  by  one  of  the  present  officers  of  the  ship, 
who  is  doubtless  a perfect  master  of  the  subject. 

[N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  represelative: 

The  revolution  of  another  political  year,  under 
the  wise  direction  of  a beneficent  Providence,  brings 
us  together  in  a legislative  capacity,  to  execute  the 
most  important  trusts  that  could  be  confided  to  us  by 
our  enlightened  constituents.  The  duty  and  the 
trust  thus  imposed  upon  ns,  of  making  laws  for  the 
government  of  a people,  such  as  compose  the  great 
body  of  the  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  involving 
all  interest  of  property,  and  even  life  itself,  admo- 
nish us  to  approach  the  performance  of  these  duties 
with  chastened  feelings,  with  thoughts  elevated  and 
enlarged  beyond  the  contracted  circle  of  our  own 
mere  selfish  views  and  interests;  to  take  good  care 
that  no  partial  or  unjust  legislation  shall  mar  the  sym- 
metry of  our  well-proportioned  system  of  equal  and 
just  government,  which  we  received  from  our  fore- 
fathers and  our  forefathers’  God;  not  to  be  uprooted 
or  destroyed  but  to  be  enjoyed  and  improved,  pre- 
served and  transmitted,  in  like  manner  to  those 
who  shall  come  alter  us.  If  we  in  this  generation, 
shall  suceed  in  faithfully  discharging  these  high  and 
holy  purposes,  we  need  not  fear,  but  we  shall  have 
well  performed  our  highest  duties  as  citizens  of 
the  republic,  and  have  conferred  the  greatest  and 
most  valuable  benefit  in  our  power  to  bestow  upon 
the  successors  to  our  heritage;  the  legaev  of  free- 
dom. 

Death  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slules.  In 
the  dealings  of  a just,  though  oft-times  inscrutable 
Providence,  our  country  has  been  called  to  mourn 
the  death  of  its  venerable  chief  magistrate,  and  at  a 
peculiar  and  important  crisis.  A new  administra- 
tion had  just  succeeded  to  power,  and  assumed  the 
responsibilities  of  government;  incipient  measures 
had  but  just  been  devised,  when  death  suddenly  re- 
moved the  individual  selected  by  a majority  of  the 
nation  to  fill  the  highest  slation  in  that  government. 
This  melancholy  event  affords  a startling  illustra- 
tion of  the  lact,  that  “in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death,  and  that  station  and  honors  afford  no  shield 
against  the  shaft  of  death,  but  would  almost  seem  to 
present  to  the  “insatiate  archer”  only  a more  shin- 


ing and  conspicuous  mark.  Of  the  late  president, 
widely  different  opinions  prevailed,  and  we,  fellow 
citizens,  doubtless  embraced  those  opinions  as  hon- 
estly and  as  ardently,  as  others;  but  let  us  remember 
only  his  virtues  and  “the  good  that  he  did,”  while 
we  permit  his  faults  and  foibles  to  rest  in  silence; 
the  trophies  of  death. 

Extra  session  of  congress.  The  present  is  a deep- 
ly interesting  period  in  the  affairs  of  our  nation. 
The  new  adminislration  has  seen  fit  to  call  an  extra 
session  of  congress,  which  is  now  being  held.  The 
necessity  of  this  call,  I am  unable  to  perceive,  and 
for  the  reasons  therefor  we  are  left  mainly  to  con- 
jecture. Let  us  hope,  however,  as  every  true  lover 
of  the  honor  and  interest  of  this  country  will  do, 
that  those  who  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
the  measure,  will  be  able  to  give  such  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons  for  the  course  taken,  as  will  satisfy 
the  candid  of  its  propriety,  and  that  such  policy  may 
be  adopted  and  acted  upon,  by  those  who  have  the 
control  of  affairs,  as  will  continue  to  sustain  our  best 
interests  anil  honor,  and  maintain  unimpaired,  that 
sacred  charter  of  our  liberties:  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Delegated  powers.  The  national  government  is 
clothed  with  certain  delegated  powers,  which  they 
may  constitutionally  exercise;  but  “all  powers  not 
delegated  by  the  constitution  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively  or 
to  the  people.”  Both  the  national  and  state  govern- 
ments, possess  powers  which  are  separate  and  dis- 
tinct: and  the  experience  of  more  than  half  a cen- 
tury, shows,  that  the  two,  when  restricted  within 
Iheir  own  constitutional  limits,  afford  lo  our  citizens, 
greater  and  more  equal  security,  than  any  other 
known  form  of  government  on  the  globe.  Institu- 
tions that  so  w'ell  answer  the  most  valuable  purposes 
of  all  governments  should  be  cherished  with  every 
care,  and  maintained  with  all  their  efficacy  and 
purity,  by  every  sacrifice  that  patriotism  warrants, 
and  with  all  the  vigilance,  that  the  preservation  of 
true  freedom  ought  to  excite.  While,  therefore,  the 
states  should  watch  with  a vigilant  eye,  every  en- 
croachment on  their  reserved  rights,  they  should  as 
carefully  avoid  the  exercise  of  any  power,  delegated 
to  the  national  government. 

Deposile  and  distribution.  The  congress  of  the 
United  States  are  invested  with  full  power  “to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  imposts  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  United  States;” — but  with  this 
authority,  they  possess  no  power  to  collect  a revenue 
for  distribution  among  the  states.  Unfortunately  for 
the  nation,  in  1836  there  had  been  accumulated  in 
the  treasury,  an  unexpected  and  large  surplus  reve- 
nue, beyond  the  then  existing  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  a law  of  congress  called  the  “deposite 
act,”  that  surplus  was  deposited  with  the  several 
states  for  safe  keeping.  It  was  a deposite,  and  no 
more,  and  so  viewed  by  the  friends  of  the  then  ad- 
ministration who  supported  the  measure;  had  it  been 
a law  to  give  or  distribute  that  sum  to  the  several 
states,  1 am  of  opinion  it  would  have  found  few 
friends  in  either  house  of  congress. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  of  our  sister  states 
have  been  seduced  lo  stray  from  the  safe  path  of 
strict  economy  in  their  public  expenditures.  Jus- 
tice to  the  present  and  future  generations  would 
seem  to  require  of  those,  who,  as  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple control  the  affairs  of  the  states  at  the  present 
time,  a return  and  adherence  to  the  strictest  princi- 
ples of  economy,  in  the  performance  of  their  seve- 
ral duties  and  trusts;  inasmuch  as  by  such  course 
only,  can  they  reasonably  expect  to  be  relieved  from 
the  unfortunate  embarrassments  under  which  they 
now  labor.  The  spirit  and  energies  of  die  American 
people  are  still  unconquered,  and,  we  may  almost  say 
unconquerable,  when  exerted  in  a just  cau3e.  Our 
people  are  loversof  justice,  not  only  in  theirindividu- 
al  affairs,  but  in  those  of  the  state  and  nation.  I feel 
the  highest  confidence  in  the  ability  and  disposition 
of  the  indebted  states,  to  meet  all  their  just  respon- 
sibilities; and  that  too,  without  resorting  to  the  na- 
tional government  for  aid.  If  a system  of  distribu- 
tion to  the  states  were  to  be  adopted  (waiving  the 
constitutionality  of  suchasystem)  it  would  most 
clearly  be  exceeding  bad  policy;  exhausting  to  (he 
national  treasury,  and  corrupting  to  the  states  and 
the  people. 

Militia.  The  general  government  is  authorised 
“to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining 
the  militia;” — and  it  is  very  desirable  that  a new 
organization  should  be  made.  It  is  believed  that 
we  have  one  and  a half  million  of  soldiers  enrolled 
in  the  militia  throughout  the  union;  of  this  number 
we.  have  about  thirty  thousand  in  this  state,  who  are 
called  out  thrice  in  each  year  for  inspection,  drill 
and  review.  This  mode  of  training  so  numerous  a 
body  of  soldiers,  is  attended  with  a very  great  ag- 
gregate expense,  of  both  time  and  money,  unac- 
companied in  the  estimation  of  very  many  of  our 
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citizens,  by  an  equivalent  advantage.  The  “right 
of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms,”  is  a right 
dear  to  every  freeman:  arms  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  citizen  of  the  republic,  who  is  able  to  wield 
them,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  government  to  prescribe 
such  rules  of  organization  and  discipline,  as  will 
give  those  arms  the  greatest  possible  efficiency. — 
The  system  of  organization  and  discipline  to  be 
useful,  must  deserve  and  receive  the  approval  of 
those  for  whom  it  is  established;  it  must  be  free 
from  the  charge  of  favoritism  and  partiality  on  the 
one  hand,  and  not  impose  too  heavy  a tax  on  the 
time  and  money  of  the  citizen  on  the  other.  All 
our  citizens  should  be  required,  and  held  strictly  to 
sustain,  their  fair  share  of  the  burthens  of  the  sys- 
tem. 

It  is  believed  that  a division  of  our  militia  into 
junior  and  senior  classes,  the  latter  being  excused 
from  active  duty,  except  in  cases  of  invasion  and 
insurrection,  and  thus  abridging  in  effect  the  term 
of  time  in  which  duty  is  to  be  required,  and  grant- 
ing to  the  former  an  increased  compensation  in  pro- 
portion to  the  services  required  of  them,  withhold- 
ing of  course  any  compensation  to  the  latter  class, 
except  when  called  into  actual  service,  would  not 
only  be  a great  saving  of  expense  on  the  whole,  but 
would  advance  the  discipline  and  effectiveness  of 
the  former  class,  by  enabling  them  to  devote  more 
time  and  attention  to  the  school  of  the  soldier,  than 
under  our  present  system  would  be  deemed  just  and 
expedient  to  require. 

The  present  is  no  time  to  relax  in  the  encou- 
ragement and  support  of  a well  regulated  militia. — 
How  soon  we  may  be  called  upon  to  defend  the  li- 
berty and  country  inherited  from  our  patriotic  sires, 
we  cannot  know:  but  this  we  are  assured,  that  while 
the  nature  of  man  remains  unchanged,  the  mani- 
festation of  a constant  readiness  and  ability  to  de- 
fend ourselves,  is  the  surest  guarantee  against  ag- 
gression. 

While  speaking  ofthe  subject  of  our  militia,  per- 
mit me  to  call  your  attention  to  that  of  our  field  ar- 
tillery. Most  of  our  regiments  are  now  supplied 
with  small  brass  field  pieces;  they  answer  well  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed,  that  is,  to 
accustom  our  soldiers  to  the  exercise  and  use  of 
this  kind  of  ordnance.  In  some  recent  instances, 
these  light  pieces  have  been  exchanged  by  the  state 
for  those  of  a heavier  class.  Doubts  have  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  adoption  of  this  measure  as  a ge- 
neral rule;  the  smaller  size  are  equally  useful,  and 
far  more  convenient  for  all  the  purposes  of  exercise 
and  drill,  and  a saving  of  much  expense. 

Banks.  By  reference  to  the  charters  of  the 
banking  institutions  in  this  state,  it  will  be  seen  that 
several  are  about  to  expire  by  limitation. and  itcon- 
sequently  becomes  a question  of  importance  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  our  policy  towards  them.  It  is 
believed  in  this  state,  we  have  fallen  into  what  is 
deemed  a very  common  error  in  this  country,  that 
of  establishing  too  many  banks — more  than  the  in- 
terest ofthe  community  require,  which  is  the  only- 
proper  reason  for  the  establishment  of  any.  This 
error,  if  it  should  thus  be  considered,  the  legislature 
will  soon  have  a very  favorable  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect. It  must  be  admitted,  that  recent  develop- 
ments in  the  managements  of  certain  banks  in  the 
nation,  have  tended  to  shake  whatever  of  confidence 
a large  portion  of  the  community  had  in  them. — 
Peculation  and  fraud  of  such  aggravated  character 
have  been  committed  among  those  entrusted  with 
the  control  of  these  institutions,  as  to  become  truly 
alarming.  Some  of  these  banks  appear  to  have 
turned  aside  from  their  lawful  sphere  of  operations, 
and  instead  of  impaitially  lending  their  aid  to  the 
general  business  of  the  country,  (as  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  their  establishment  to  do),  to  have  contri- 
buted their  means  mainly  to  the  aggrandisement  of 
a few  favorites.  Banking  institutions  have  become 
so  numerous,  and  their  notes  have  so  extensively 
assumed  the  place  of  money  a3  a circulating  medi- 
um, as  apparently  to  render  such  institutions  indis- 
pensable; that  to  effect  any  important  change  in  the 
system,  even  with  acknowledged  public  interest  on 
the  side  of  reform,  it  has  become  a task  of  no  ordi- 
nary magnitude  and  difficulty,  and  would  require 
the  most  mature  deliberation. 

It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  believe  that  the 
banks  in  New  Hampshire,  with  lew  exceptions, 
have  fulfilled  their  appropriate  duties  to  the  com- 
munity with  a commendable  degree  of  fidelity,  and 
have  shared  largely  the  public  confidence;  they 
should  be  held  to  a rigid  and  strict  accountability 
on  all  their  engagements,  with  no  hopes  of  legisla- 
tive favor  on  failure  to  redeem,  on  demand  and  in 
specie,  all  their  promises.  I would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  limiting,  by  law,  the  amount  that  may  be 
loaned  to  any  one  individual  or  firm,  and  also  by 
legal  enactment,  to  prevent  the  control  of  any  bank 
in  this  state  passing  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
are  not  citizens  of  the  state.  It  has  long  been  de- 


sired to  limit  the  denomination  of  notes  the  banks 
may  be  allowed  to  issue:  this,  if  judiciously  com- 
menced and  persevered  in,  will,  it  is  believed,  be 
attended  with  favorable  results,  in  restoring  and 
continuing  in  circulation  a great  amount  of  specie. 
The  re-chartering  of  our  present  banks,  so  far  as 
their  issues  are  concerned,  will  afford  the  legisla- 
ture opportunity  to  carry  this  reform  into  effect. — 
These  remarks  and  suggestions  are  made  in  no 
spirit  of  hostility  to  banks,  as  such;  they  are  con- 
venient and  useful,  when  based  on  substantial  capi- 
tal and  properly  conducted.  I believe  it  is  the  de- 
sire of  all  to  correct  abuses  wherever  they  exist, 
and  under  safe  and  strong  regulations  and  restric- 
tions to  improve  our  banking  system,  rather  than 
to  uproot  and  destroy  it. 

I have  received  reports  from  the  bank  commis- 
sioners in  relation  to  a portion  of  our  banks,  and 
hope,  early  in  the  session,  to  be  able  to  lay  before 
the  legislature  their  report  on  the  condition  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  state 

Education.  “Knowledge  and  learning  generally 
diffused  through  a community  being  essential  to  the 
support  of  a free  government,”  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  legislature,  by  the  constitution,  “to  cherish 
the  interests  of  literature  and  sciences.”  It  is  a 
source  of  congratulation  that  our  ancestors  early 
adopted  the  system  of  free  common  schools  as  the 
best  means  of  promoting  the  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  all  classes  of  citizens — the  direct 
tendency  of  which  is  to  foster  and  strengthen  the 
feelings  of  equality,  in  respect  to  political  rights, 
and  make  that  feeling  fact  which  constitutes  the 
main  support,  and  affords  the  surest  guaranty  ofthe 
preservation  ofour  republican  institutions.  It  is  a 
tiigh  satisfaction,  that  the  generous  and  enlightened 
principles  ofthe  founders  of  this  admirable  system 
have  been,  and  still  are,  warmly  cherished.  Sta- 
tistics recently  furnished,  show  that  our  common 
schools  and  other  institutions  of  learning  in  the 
state  have  not  been  left  to  languish  for  want  of  sup- 
port, but  that  their  benign  influence  has  been  felt 
as  generally,  and  that  the  benefits  of  education 
have  been  as  widely  diffused,  and  as  highly  appre- 
ciated and  enjoyed,  as  in  any  state  of  the  union. — 
Much  has  been  done  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere  in 
the  cause  of  education;  but  doubtless  much  remains 
to  do.  The  standard  of  education  in  our  common 
schools  might  well  be  raised,  and  improvements  in 
the  quality  and  method  of  imparting  instruction,  it 
is  presumed,  in  many  instances,  might  be  adopted. 
This  is  said  to  be  an  age  of  improvements;  to  at- 
tempt to  keep  our  present  position  merely,  will  be 
to  retrogade;  and  we  certainly  ought  to  do  neither 
in  the  matter  of  endeavoring  to  improve  our  moral 
or  social  condition.  This  subject  is  entitled  to 
your  earnest  consideration,  and  in  any  measure  you 
may  propose,  conducive  to  the  end  desired,  I shall 
be  most  happy  to  co-operate. 

Penitential y,  fyc.  The  state  prison  has  now  been 
under  the  charge  ofthe  present  warden  for  one  year, 
and  for  the  most  of  that  time  the  convicts  confined 
have  been  employed  directly  on  behalf  of  the  state. 

I believe  that  order  and  strict  discipline  have  been 
perseveringly  maintained,  and  that  the  police  of 
the  prison  is  inferior  to  that  of  no  other  prison  in 
the  union.  The  state  has  recently  made  a consi- 
derable outlay,  to  commence  and  carry  on  business 
in  the  prison  on  its  own  account;  and  I trust  that, 
considering  the  general  embarressment  of  the  times 
the  result  of  the  measure  will  be  found,  at  least 
not  to  be  disastrous.  I entertain  strong  hope  that 
our  state  penitentiary  will  yet  cease  to  be  a bur- 
then to  the  treasury,  and  still  answer  well  the  end 
of  its  establishment,  as  a place  of  3trict  and  secure 
confinement  to  hard  labor,  of  those  whom  the  laws 
condemn  to  be  its  inmates.  The  pardoning  power, 

1 apprehend,  has  been  too  often  exercised,  not  only 
in  this,  but  other  states,  towards  criminate,  con- 
demned to  ordinary  punishment.  A pardon  has  in 
consequence,  become  a matter  of  hope  and  confi- 
dent expectation  to  many  of  those  sent  to  our  pri- 
son. The  influence  of  this  state  of  feeling  is  un- 
doubtedly bad  in  its  effects  on  most  convicts.  The 
remedy  is  easy,  and  I trust  will  be  adopted.  Are- 
port  from  the  warden  detailing  more  particularly 
the  state  and  prospects  of  the  institution,  may  be 
expected  at  an  early  day.  The  act  of  the  last  le- 
gislature abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  in  this 
state  was  undoubtedly  just  in  itself,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  humanity  and  the  spirit 
of  the  age.  1 rejoice  that  our  statutes  are  at  last 
freed  of  the  odious  principle  that  visited  upon  po- 
verty the  consequences  that  should  attach  only  to 
crime.  I would  here  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether 
some  small  portions  of  the  uncollected  avails  of 
the  debtor’s  labor  might  not  justly  and  consistently 
with  the  best  good  of  the  community,  be  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  trustee  process.  The 
beneficial  effect  of  such  exemption  would  be  felt 
by  many  of  the  unfortunate  debtor  class,  in  the 


encouragement  it  would  aflord  them,  to  persevere 
in  their  labors  to  support  themselves,  and  perhaps 
families,  whose  entire  dependence  is  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labor  for  subsistence.  The  inquiry 
1 think  is  one  worthy  of  your  consideration,  and 
cannot  but  hope  it  may  meet  a favorable  response. 
But  let  us  not  forget,  in  the  mean  time,  that  im- 
partiality is  an  essential  constituent  in  just  legis- 
lation: that  creditors,  as  well  as  debtors,  have 
rights  that  are  entitled  to  equal  protection.  Some 
additional  enactments  to  protect  the  just  rights  of 
the  former  class,  to  secure  the  honest  and  indus- 
trious from  becoming  a prey  to  the  idle  and  disho- 
nest, will  become  necessary.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  review  the  laws  of  the  state,  under  in- 
structions by  the  last  legislature  so  to  do,  will  pro- 
bably report  for  your  consideration  a code  of  laws 
on  this  subject. 

Judiciary.  Since  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, the  counties  of  Belknap  and  Carroll  have 
been  organized  and  gone  into  successful  operation. 
Six  new'  terms  of  the  court  have  thus  been  created, 
and  may  render  a new  organization  of  the  other 
terms  of  the  court  necessary.  1 would  also  sug- 
gest to  the  legislature,  whether,  so  far  as  any  in- 
crease of  expense  and  duties  have  been  imposed 
upon  the  court,  such  allowance  should  not  be  made, 
that  tiie  compensation  of  the  judges  should  con- 
tinue at  least  equal  to  what  it  was  when  first  es- 
tablished. The  subject  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Ia3t  legislature,  but  I believe  no  definite 
action  was  had.  We  ought  to  cherish  a rigid  eco- 
nomy to  the  administration  of  all  our  state  affairs 
— no  sinecure  offices  should  be  allowed  to  exist, 
and  no  extravagant  salaries  should  be  given;  but  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  compensation  to  our  judi- 
cial officers,  especially  since,  besides  the  natural 
increase  of  business,  we  have  imposed  additional 
duties  and  expense  upon  them,  should,  in  justice, 
be  increased.  I hope  this  subject  will  receive  and 
engage  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  and  that  it 
will  meet  with  that  favor  which  I am  confident  a 
full  examination  of  its  merits  will  show  that  it  de- 
serves. 

Geological  survey.  By  a recent  communication 
from  Dr.  Jackson,  our  state  geologist,  I am  in- 
formed he  is  busily  employed  in  the  preparation  of 
his  report,  which  he  hopes  to  have  completed  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  session.  His  “report  will 
embrace  the  general  outlines  of  the  survey,  and 
some  of  the  most  important  facts  which  bear  upon 
the  economical  use  of  minerals;  also  a series  of 
very  delicate  chemical  analyses  on  minerals  and 
soils;”  that  being  desirous  of  presenting  as  many 
accurate  analysis  as  possible,  he  continued  his 
work  in  the  laboratory  to  the  latest  moment,  and 
which  has  consequently  delayed  an  early  publica- 
tion of  his  report.  I retain  undiminished  confi- 
dence, that  this  survey  will  disclose  great  and  va- 
luable  sources  of  mineral  wealth  in  the  state,  be- 
sides imparting  much  useful  information  to  the 
agricultural  interest. 

Education  of  the.  deaf  and  dumb.  The  appro- 
priation for  the  education  of  the  indigent  deaf  and 
dumb,  has  been  applied  to  the  object  intended;  as 
also  in  part  the  appropriation  for  education  of  the 
blind.  Of  the  former  class,  the  applicants  are 
more  numerous,  and  will  require  at  least  the  full 
amount  appropriated  yearly  for  their  benefit.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  indigent  blind  are  few  in  num- 
ber, and  require  less  at  present  than  the  amount  of 
the  yearly  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  be  assured  it  will  give 
me  much  satisfaction  to  unite  with  you  in  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  shall  best  promote 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

JOHN  PAGE. 

State  of  New  Hampshire , 

Executive  department,  June,  1841. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  18.  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  joint  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  Maine,  praying  for  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  ofthe  United  States 
so  as  to  restrict  the  president  to  one  term.  Simitar 
joint  resolutions  were  presented  by  Mr.  Buies,  from 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts.  These  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  a joint  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  French  spo- 
liations: which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  president  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  senate  an 
act  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  in  relation  to  the 
completion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from  citixens  of 
St.  Louis,  praying  that  a national  bank  may  be  es« 
tablished. 
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Petitions  were  presented,  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Tall- 
madge and  Rives,  for  the  passage  of  a bankrupt 

law. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  a statement  of  the  aggre- 
gate  of  the  population  of  the  United  States  and  tern- 
lories,  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  last 
census;  distinguishing  in  three  separate  columns  the 
number  of  whites,  of  free  persons  of  color,  and  of  all 
other  persons. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  that  when  the  senate  ad- 
journ  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  Which 
was  adopted. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe  unfi- 
nished business,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  to 
print  1,500  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Wright  then  resumed  the  remarks  which  he 
had  commenced  yesterday. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Woodbury,  who  made 
an  explanation  of  his  former  speech. 

Mr.  Evans  showed  that  Mr.  Woodbury’s  explana- 
tion would  not  excuse  the  derelictions  of  the  late 
administration. 

A tew  words  of  explanation  then  followed  by  Mr. 
Wright  and  Mr.  Evans,  when, 

Mr.  Calhoun  desired  to  offer  a few  observations 
on  the  subject;  but  the  hour  was  so  late  that  he 
would  move  that  the  senate  adjourn.  Which  mo- 
tion was  put  and  carried.  And  the  senate  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

June  21.  The  president  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  covering  a report  from  the  navy  de- 
partment, in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
8th  instant,  calling  for  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sailing  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron. 
The  correspondence  having  been  partially  read, 
Mr.  Preston  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs  and  be  printed;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  follow  ing  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  a petition  from  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  York  lor  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  cilizens  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  for  a gene- 
ral bankrupt  law7. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  three  memorials  from  citizens 
of  New  York  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law7;  also 
one  remonstrating  against  a bankrupt  law;  and 
another  against  the  enactment  of  any  bankrupt  law’ 
which  shall  be  retroactive  in  its  character. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  board  of  trade  of  Bal- 
timore, asking  for  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank. 

By  Mr.  Huntington,  a memorial  for  the  passage  of 
a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  N. 
York,  earnestly  praying  for  the  enactment  of  a ge- 
neral bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  refered  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as 
related  to  the  currency,  made  a report,  accompa- 
nied by  a bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a resolution  to  the  effect  that, 
from  and  after  the  22d  instant,  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  the  senate  be  10  o’clock,  instead  of  12,  as 
heretofore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  old-fashioned  pistols  and 
muskets  at  present  belonging  to  the  naval  service. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  print  1,500  extra  copies  of  the  report  ofi 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  | 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  delivered  his  views  on  the  | 
report. 

Mr.  Clay  made  a short  rejoinder,  and  after  some 
further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Woodbury 
and  Clay,  the  motion  to  print  was  carried. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Merrick  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
and  moved  certain  amendments,  which  were  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  on  which  motion  he  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  debate  was  continued  until  after  4 o’clock 
between  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Merrick,  Linn, 
King  and  others,  without  the  question  having  been 
taken. 

The  bill  granting  $25,000  to  the  widow  of  the  late 
general  Harrison  was  read  a second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a select  committee.  The  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

June  22.  The  president  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 


States,  communicating  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  gen.  Harrison 
to  North  Bend.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
17lh  inst.  asking  for  copies  of  the  survey  of  the 
southern  coast,  from  Appalnchicola  bay  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Huntington  presented  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut  in  relation 
to  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank. 

Also,  in  relation  to  the  protective  tariff. 

Also,  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands. 

Also,  in  relation  to  such  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  as  will  restrict  the  eligibility  of  the  pre- 
sident to  a single  term. 

Mr.  H.  moved  that  the  resolutions  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed;  which  motion  w’as  adopted. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  from  citizens  of  Cincinnati 
the  proceedings  of  a democratic  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank,  as  calculated  to  cripple  le- 
gitimate commerce,  and  representing  it  as  unconsti- 
tutional, unwise  and  inexpedient,  calculated  to 
plunder  the  people,  and  place  them  under  the  do- 
minion of  a moneyed  despotism. 

Mr.  A.  moved  to  lay  the  paper  on  the  table,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  print  on  the  table,  as  well  as  the  paper. 

Mr.  Allen  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
W’ere  ordered. 

And  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  vote, 
yeas  27,  nays  J 8. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Plattsburg,  for  a general 
bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  citizens  of  New  York,  in  fa- 
vor of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Woodbridge,  from  citizens  of  Michigan, 
in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
for  the  family  of  gen.  Harrison,  with  an  amend- 
ment— which  was,  that  any  moneys  that  might  have 
been  received  in  payment  of  salary  by  the  deceased 
be  deducted. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  finance  report- 
ed the  house  bill  making  the  appropriations  for  the 
present  session  of  congress,  with  two  amendments; 
one  of  which  was  reducing  the  item  of  printing 
for  the  senate  from  $26,000  to  $20,000;  which  Mr. 
C.  said,  carried  out  the  spirit  of  retrenchment  and 
reform,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  senate.  This  amendment,  with  the  other, 
was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Clay,  changing 
the  hour  of  meeting  from  twelve  to  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  taken  up;  when  a short  debate  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  Clay,  Buchanan,  Linn,  Mangum  and 
others  participated,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Buchanan’s  resolution  calling  upon  the  pre- 
sident for  the  names  of  all  persons  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  government  who  had  been  removed 
from  office  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  was  taken 
up;  when 

Mr.  Mangum  expressed  a wish  that  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania  would  let  the  motion  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  present  at  least.  What  had  been  done 
hardly  made  the  preface  to  the  book;  when  the 
work  was  completed,  he  would  join  w ith  that  sena- 
tor in  calling  for  the  information.  The  departments 
had  been  so  occupied  in  business  relating  to  the 
extra  session,  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  for 
them  to  have  attended  to  other  matters.  Hereafter 
he  would  give  his  aid  to  the  senator,  not  only  in 
procuring  a list  of  the  removals  made  under  the  pre- 
sent administration,  but  also  under  the  last,  so  that 
the  gentleman  might  see  the  names  in  parallel  co- 
Iurns  if  he  so  desired. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  it  was  as  he  had  expected. 
What  had  taken  place  was  only  a preface.  But 
thought  it  as  well  to  have  the  first  volume  now,  and 
he  could  call  for  the  second  after  the  whole  should 
have  been  completed.  As,  however,  the  hour  had 
arrived  for  taking  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, Mr.  B.  would  not  debate  the  motion  but 
should  call  up  the  lesolution  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the 
bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  the  District 
banks — the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next  pending. 


On  this  motion  an  animated  discussion  ensued. 
Mr.  Allen  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  having 
been  granted,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Woodburv, 
Wright— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  McRoberts,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, White,  Woodbridge,  Young — 32. 

The  bill  was  then  amended  in  several  particulars, 
a debate  arising  on  all  the  various  propositions,  in 
which  Messrs.  Merrick,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Benton, 
Allen,  Bayard,  Linn,  Mangum,  Tappan  and  others 
participated. 

A motion  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  include  the 
following  provision  was  ottered  by  Mr.  Benton. 
“That  no  bank  should  pay  out  or  lend  out  the  notes 
of  any  suspended  bank,  or  any  paper  currency 
whatsoever  which  is  not  equivalent  to  gold  or  sil- 
ver.” And  on  this  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  granted,  appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Ful- 
ton, Graham,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mangum,  Miller.  Morehead,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Southard,  Tappan,  White,  Williams,  Woodbridge, 
Wright,  Young — 36. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Kerr,  Merrick, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge — 6. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  committee  in  the  several  amendments,  it 
was  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o’clock 
A.  M.  to-morrow. 

June  23.  Petitions  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law 
were  presented  by  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Wright, 
Woodbridge  and  Benton,  Mr.  Wright  also  presented 
remonstrances  against  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution  (calling  on  the  presi- 
dent for  a list  of  removals  and  appointments  since 
the  4th  of  March)  w as  taken  up;  but  Mr.  Buchanan 
said,  if  it  would  occasion  debate,  he  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  press  it. 

Mr.  Mangum  thought  it  very'  inopportune  to  dis- 
cuss proscription  in  hot  weather.  He  had  no  amend- 
ment prepared,  but  to-morrow,  perhaps,  they  might 
so  arrange  it  as  to  have  the  names  of  those  re- 
moved since  March,  1841,  and  1829,  in  parallel 
columns.  The  resolution  was  laid  over. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  put  on  its 
third  reading,  when 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  strike  out  the  amendment  w hich  had 
been  adopted  yesterday,  preventing  the  banks  of  the 
District  from  paying  out  or  lending  out  the  notes  of 
any  suspended  banks. 

Mr.  Merrick  spoke  in  favor  of  the  recommitment? 

Mr.  Mangum  would  not  object  to  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  but  would  suggest  to  the  senator 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  so  modify  his  mo- 
tion as  to  recommit  without  instructions. 

Messrs.  Young,  Benton,  Allen  and  Buchanan  seve- 
rally spoke  in  favor  of  the  principles  contained  in 
the  amendment  that  had  been  adopted  yesterday,  as 
salutary  and  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  the  District. 

Messrs.  Barrow  and  Morehead  sustained  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit,  the  latter,  having  adopted  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  simply  to  recommit  the 
bill  without  instructions.  The  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows:  yeas  25, 
nays  24. 

So  the  motion  prevailed  and  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  C.  would  suggest  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
the  bill  except  by  its  title,  and  proceed  to  consider 
it  section  by  section. 

Mr.  Wright  thought,  as  the  bill  was  long,  and  as 
it  had  only  been  placed  on  the  tables  that  morn- 
ing, and  few  had  had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing it  with  that  care  which  so  grave  a matter  re- 
quired, it  better  to  postpone  the  consideration  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clay  acceded  to  the  w’ishes  of  the  senalor 
from  New  York,  but  said  that  the  bill  had  been  be- 
fore the  senate  several  days,  at  least  that  of  the 
secretary  had,  which  was  substantially  the  same, 
with  the  exceptions  pointed  out  in  the  report. 
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Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business,  which  motion  was  car- 
ried; and,  alter  some  time  spent  in  executive  session, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  24.  The  president  pro  tern,  laid  before  the 
senate,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  17th 
inst.  a communication  from  the  state  department  ex- 
hibiting an  abstract  of  the  6th  census,  showing  the 
aggregate  amount  of  population  in  all  the  stales  and 
territories.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  a message,  from  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  compliance  with  a resolution,  as  to  the 
delay  of  the  repairs  on  the  Potomac  bridge. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, relating  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  to  print  2,000  extra  co- 
pies of  this  document,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  one 
among  the  most  important  that  emanates  from  the 
government.  It  was  one,  too,  that  did  not  find  its 
way  into  the  newspapers,  like  the  general  reports 
sent  from  the  executive  branch.  The  motion  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Tullmadge,  presented  a memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  New  York  for  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  town  of  Salina,  New 
York,  in  favor  ol  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  the 
enactment  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Smith , of  la.  from  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  reported  back  to  the  senate  the  bill  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  ol  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  states  in  just  and  equitable  pro- 
portions, and  to  grain  lands  to  certain  states,  with 
several  amendments,  one  of  the  principal  of  which 
is,  the  incorporation  of  a permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system  in  favor  of  actual  settlers.  Mr. 
S.  also  submitted  a special  report  which,  with  the 
bill  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Buchanan’s  resolution  calling  for  the  names 
of  those  persons  removed  from  office  since  the  4th 
of  March  last,  w as  taken  up.  The  resolution  hav- 
ing been  read — 

Mr.  Mungum  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  insert- 
ing “and  also  the  removals  from  the  4th  ol  March, 
1829,  up  to  the  4th  of  March,  1841.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  said  one  vvotd  on  the  subject.  He  thought  the 
resolution  proper  and  correct  in  itself,  and  he  was 
sorrj'  to  see  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  so  sensi- 
tive as  to  the  call,  that  they  should  see  fit  to  encum- 
ber it  with  an  amendment  which  would  defeat  the 
resolution.  If  gentlemen  wanted  the  information 
sought  for  by  the  amendment,  why  not  introduce  a 
distinct  resolution,  and  then  he  would  give  it  his 
support.  How  long  would  it  be  before  they  could 
get  a proper  answer,  i(  they  were  to  wait  until  all 
the  changes  made  w ithin  the  last  twelve  years  were 
to  be  superadded  to  those  made  within  two  or  three 
months?  He  asked  for  no  reasons  for  the  removals, 
and  the  w hole  subject  was  so  plain  and  simple  that 
it  could  give  but  little  trouble  to  the  departments. 
The  call  was  first  suggested  to  his  mind  when  leav- 
ing home.  He  found  that  removals  were  occurring 
every  day  from  little  post  offices  at  cross-roads,  and 
no  one  could  tell  from  whence  the  order  came,  but 
still  the  postmasters  fell  like  the  leaves  in  autumn, 
and  yet  no  paper  authorised  to  publish  the  remo- 
vals made  the  least  mention  of  the  facts.  When  re- 
movals took  place  during  the  prior  administrations, 
they  were  made  boldly,  and  were  published  in  the 
government  organ;  but  now  the  postmaster  general 
removed  130  per  week,  and  yet  no  notice  was  ta- 
ken of  it.  ‘‘How  he  nicks ’em!”  And  yet  the  se- 
nator from  North  Carolina  says  it  is  only  the  pre- 
face to  the  book — the  1st  volume,  forsooth — [Mr. 
Linn.  “Duodecimo”] — yes,  duodecimo;  the  quar- 
tos are  to  follow  by  and  by.  He  did  not  complain 
of  these  removals,  but  he  would  ask,  where  was 
the  necessity  for  any  concealment?  Why  seek  to 
disguise  them?  Amos  Kendall,  bad  as  he  was  re- 
presented to  be  by  the  party  now  in  power,  pub- 
lished a regular  register  of  all  removals  and  ap- 
pointments. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  want  to  show  the  difference  be- 
tween this  administration  and  the  last  in  exercising 
the  appointing  power,  but  he  did  desire  to  show  the 
difi’eience  between  the  professions  and  the  practice 
of  the  great  w hig  party . His  side  of  the  question 
never  made  any  professions  about  proscriplion, 
though  it  had  been  charged  with  asserting  the  doc- 
trine that  “to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.”  Mr.  B. 
further  continued  his  remarks  for  some  time. 

Mr.  McRoberts  said  he  had  the  same  objection  to 
the  amendment  a3  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
If  the  amendment  was  adopted,  they  would  not  get 
the  information  this  s.-ssion.  He  was  desirous  to 
know  what  the  present  administration  had  been 
doing  since  it  came  into  power.  This  great  politi- 
cal party  had  been  denouncing  proscription,  and  he 


proposed  to  show  to  the  senate  some  of  the  decla- 
rations of  the  leading  whigs. 

Mr.  McR.  continued  his  remarks  until  the  hour 
for  taking  up  the  special  order  had  arrived,  when 
he  gave  way. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal  agent. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  explained  the  object  and  bear- 
ing of  the  bill — speaking  until  near  2 o’clock. 

Mr.  Calhoun  desired  I hat  the  further  considera- 
tion be  postponed  until  to-morrow — making  a few 
observations  in  relation  to  the  feeling  of  the  south 
in  regard  to  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Mangicm  and  Mr.  Graham,  controverted  the 
point  so  far  as  North  Carolina  was  concerned. 

Mr.  Calhoun  reiterated  the  sentiment  for  North 
Carolina  on  the  authority  of  a gentleman  belonging 
to  than  state. 

Mr.  Graham  rejoined. 

Mr.  Clay  could  not  consent  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  appealed  to  the  senator  to  agree 
to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Clay.  Indeed,  I will  not. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  if  theie  were  any  object  like 
that  of  delaying  the  bill,  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
would  be  justified  “in  putting  Ihe  screws,”  but 
there  was  no  such  object.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
senator,  in  explaining  the  bill,  had  discussed  some 
of  the  most  important  principles  ever  connected 
with  the  banking  system  in  the  country,  and  he 
hoped,  as  the  senator  had  taken  his  stand  against 
the  postponement,  he  would  content  himself  with 
simply  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  Clay.  Mr.  President,  I call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Clavton,  Dixon  Fulton,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Ring,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pieston,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  White, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 35. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Evans,  Graham,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Wood- 
bridge— 13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  granting  the  sum  of  $25,000  to  the  family  of 
the  late  gen.  Harrison. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
specific  grounds  on  which  the  allowance  was  made. 

On  this  motion  a debate  ensued  which  lasted  un- 
til near  five  o’clock,  in  which  Messrs.  Benton , Bay- 
ard, Calhoun,  Bales,  Linn,  Walker,  Tullmadge, 
Young,  While,  Woodbury,  Berrien,  -Archer,  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  and  others  participated. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pro- 
position to  recommit,  which  having  been  ordered, 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benlon,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberls,  Pierce,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Con.  Tappan,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates.  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
sum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Nicholson,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Premiss,  Rives.  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wood  bridge— 30. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  bill  have  its  third  read- 
ing then. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Benton  objected. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  (two  prior 
motions  to  the  same  effect  having  failed)  and  car- 
ried, and  the  senate  adjourned  after  having  been  in 
continuous  session  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  five 
in  the  evening. 

June  25.  Messrs.  Tullmadge,  Barrow,  Wright, 
Clay,  Merrick  and  Berrien,  presented  petitions  for 
the  passage  ol  a general  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  Bar- 
row  presented  also  a petition  for  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Berrien  reported  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  the  bill  establishing  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Woodbury  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  senate  with  a copy  of  any  autho- 
rity he  may  have  received  from  the  president  of  ihe  U. 
States,  since  the  3d  day  of  March  last,  to  advance  mo- 
ney to  collectors,  orany  disbursing  agents,  under  which 
he  has  made  advances  since  the  third  day  of  March 
last,  outof  any  of  the  new  appropriations  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  congress.  Also,  that,  he  state  the  amount 
of  advances  made  out  of  the  treasury  since  the  3d  day 
of  March  last,  whether  with  or  without  such  authority. 

Mr.  McRoberts  resumed  his  speech  commenced 
yesterday  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  on 
the  motion  to  amend  so  as  to  include  the  removals 


from  4th  March,  1829,  to  4th  March,  1841,  and 
continued  during  the  morning  hour. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $25,000  to  the 
family  of  the  late  president,  w as  read  a third  time, 
and  on  the  question,  “Shall  this  bill  pass?”  a debate 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Benton,  Miller,  Sevier, 
King,  Pierce,  Wright,  and  others,  participated. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  vote 
stood  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  yeas  28,  nays  16, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow.  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon, Evans, 
Graham.  Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, More- 
head, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Wal- 
ker, White,  Woodbridce — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  ordei  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate 
a fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
offered  some  remarks,  but  he  believed  it  was  under- 
stood by  his  friends  on  that  side  of  the  house  that 
they  would  let  the  friends  of  the  bill  go  on  and 
make  it  what  they  wished,  and  after  they  had  fixed 
it  to  suit  themselves,  he  would  then  proceed  to  of- 
fer briefly  his  views. 

Mr.  Clay  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  deeming 
it  the  best  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  sections;  and  after  hav- 
ing been  amended  in  several  minor  particulars,  such 
as  changing  the  location  of  one  or  two  of  the  places 
w here  the  books  of  the  subscription  are  to  be  open- 
ed— limiting  the  number  of  shares  to  be  subscribed 
for  by  any  individual,  company,  or  state,  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred — no  proxy  to  give  more  than 
three  hundred  votes — no  director  to  hold  his  office 
for  more  than  five  years  out  of  six — forbidding  any 
loan  to  be  made  on  the  pledge  of  any  public  debt — 
limiting  the  sum  to  be  loaned  to  government  or  any 
state  to  one  million  of  dollars,  unless  specially  au- 
thorised by  law — with  some  other  verbal  amend- 
ments— 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
18th  section  forbidding  the  issuing  of  any  note  of 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

Mr.  Clay  was  not  particularly  anxious  on  the 
subject;  ten  dollars  was  the  amount  which  the  com- 
mittee thought  best;  but  if  Ihe  other  was  supposed 
to  better  suit  the  public  convenience,  he  would  not 
object. 

The  question  was  taken  ori  the  adoption  of  this 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Clay  of  Ala.  Clayton,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 
26. 

The  further  discussion  was  then  postponed. 

The  senate  took  up  Ihe  joint  resolution  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  relation  to  the  solemni- 
ties to  be  observed  in  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  the  late  president  ol  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  senate  concurred 
in  the  resolution,  and  a select  committee  of  five 
was  directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair  on  the 
part  of  the  senate,  to  unite  with  that  on  the  part  of 
the  house.  And  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

June  28.  At  a quarter  past  ten,  the  senate  was 
called  to  order,  and  immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal,  a message  was  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  communicating  a joint  re- 
solution that  both  houses  of  congress  do  now  ad- 
journ as  an  expression  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
the  recently  deceased  major  general  Macomb,  late 
commanding  general  of  the  army  of  the  U.  States, 
and  (hat  a joint  committee  be  appointed  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  attendance  of  both  houses  at  the 
funeral  this  day, 

Mr.  Clay  moved  a concurrence.  He  observed 
that  he  did  this  because  the  chairman  of  the  milita- 
ry committee,  [col.  Preston ] whose  appropriate  du- 
ty it  would  be  to  notice  the  event,  was  not  now  in 
his  seat.  Considering  the  great  press  of  public  bu- 
siness, he  would  himself  prefer  to  have  a recess  un- 
til after  the  funeral;  but  if  any  senator  preferred  an 
adjournment  he  would  not  object. 

Messrs.  Morehead  and  Pierce  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bates,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  29.  The  chair  presented  a communication 
Iron)  the  department  ol  state,  in  relation  to  certain 
census  returns  not  yet  received. 
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The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  laid  on  the  table: 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  the  enactment  of  a bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from  citizens  of  New 
York  city,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law  containing 
the  prospective  principle,  making  it  compulsory 
and  voluntary;  and  that  it  be  made  applicable  to 
corporations  as  well  as  individuals. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Oneida  county,  New  York, 
against  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  calling 
lor  the  names  of  the  persons  removed  from  office, 
when  Mr.  McRoberts  rose  and  occupied  the  senate 
until  the  hour  of  taking  up  the  special  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  amended  in  several  particulars,  the 
most  of  which  were  warmly  debated  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  Huntington,  Buchanan,  Wright,  Woodbury, 
Walker,  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Barrow,  Simmons  and 
others. 

At  half  past  3 o’clock  its  further  consideration 
was  postponed,  and  the  senate  went  into  executive 
session,  and  alter  remaining  some  time  therein  ad- 
journed. 

June  30.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a mes- 
sage from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  cover- 
ing reports  Irorn  the  secretary  of  stale  and  of  the 
treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of 
the  14th  instant,  calling  for  any  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  payment  or  assumption  of  state 
debts.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tallinadge  said  he  was  requested  by  a most 
respectable  and  intelligent  committee  of  the  board 
of  trade  of  the  city  of  New  Fork  to  present  a pe- 
tition of  from  fifteen  to  tvventy  thousand  citizens  of 
that  city,  for  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

[This  memorial  was  placed  in  a roll  exhibiting 
the  appearance  of  a small  keg,  and  marked,  city  of 
New  Yoik,  and  measured  somewhere  about  250 
feet  in  length.] 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  laid  on  the  table: 

By  Mr.  Henderson,  from  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
in  favor  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
(merchants  and  others),  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  any  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Morehead,  from  citizens  of  Kentucky,  for 
the  enactment  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  citizens  ot  N.  York,  against 
the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Buchanan,  calling  for  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons removed  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  pending 
to  which  is  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mmgum,  calling, 
in  addition  to  thereto,  for  all  the  removals  from  the 
4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

Mr.  Pierce  commenced  his  remarks,  and  spoke  up 
to  the  time  for  taking  up  the  special  order,  without 
having  concluded. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hejiderson  moved  to  amend  the  10th  section 
so  as  to  exclude  from  the  purchase  of  stock  all  per- 
sons other  than  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
aliens  resident  therein,  and  to  oblige  all  corpora- 
tions or  companies  to  belong  to  the  several  states 
or  territories. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Benton , and 
supported  by  Messrs.  Henderson,  Calhoun  and  Pres- 
ton. 

Mr.  Mangvm  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
with  some  slight  modification,  and  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  “alien  residents,” 
and  on  that  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  understood  to  say  that  he  felt 
bound  to  accept  the  amendment  as  a modification; 
and  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  with  much  warmth,  and  some- 
what at  large,  on  the  principles  of  the  bill  in  general, 
and  insisted  that  such  a bank  would  be  attended 
with  the  worst  possible  results  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  spoke  for  some  time  in  re- 
ply to  various  remarks  that  had  fallen  from  senators 
on  the  other  side. 

Messrs.  Mien,  Huntington  and  Woodbury  also 
zpoke  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Morehead  here  moved  to  reinstate  the  original 
amendment  of  Mr.  Henderson  to  include  “resident 
aliens”  in  the  privilege,  and  on  this  he  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  24,  nays  25. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Henderson,  and  resulted  as  follows:  i 


YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Choate,  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge, 
White — 16. 

Mr.  Henderson  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  give  the  privilege  to  one  or  more  of  the 
stockholders  to  examine  and  inspect  all  private  and 
individual  accounts,  dealings  and  accommodations, 
at  any  of  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposite. 

On  this  motion  a long  and  very  animated  debate 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Henderson,  Calhoun,  Wal- 
ker, Clay,  Benton,  Merrick,  Preston,  Kerr  and  King 
participated. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Porter,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

It  was  now  late,  and  Mr.  Hives  having  intimated 
his  desire  to  otfer  some  amendments  to  the  bill,  he 
moved  that  the  senate  adjourn;  which  motion  pre- 
valing,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  1.  The  president  pro  tern,  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  a clerical  error  inadvertently 
made  in  a former  communication. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  laid  on  the  table: 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  of  Painted  Post,  New  York,  and  of 
Southport,  Wiskonsan  territory,  for  a general  bank- 
rupt law. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  citizens  of  Camden,  S.  C. 
in  favor  of  a general  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Kerr,  asking  to  withdraw  the  papers  of 
Stockton  & Stokes  from  the  files  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate 
the  progress  and  actual  condition  of  the  commission 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  reasons  for 
removing  the  following  persons  from  office,  and  the  in- 
formation upon  which  the  said  reasons  were  founded, 
to  wit:  William  Milburne,  surveyor  general  of  Missou- 
ri and  Illinois;  Joshua  Pilcher,  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  at  St.  Louis;  James  Relfe,  marshal  of  Missouri; 
Henry  Dodge,  governorof  Wiskonsan;  Robert  Lucas, 
governor  of  Iowa;  George  W.  Jones,  surveyor  general 
of  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa. 

The  resolution  at  the  request  of  Mr.  B.  was  laid 
over  until  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  calling  lor  infor- 
mation as  to  persons  removed  from  office  since  the 
4th  March,  1841,  when  Mr.  Pierce  rose  and  address- 
ed the  senate  until  the  morning  hour  expired. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Rives  rose  and  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
16th  fundamental  rule  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States 
the  following  words: 

“And  the  said  directors  may  also  establish  compe- 
tent offices  of  discount  and  deposite  in  any  state,  terri- 
tory or  district  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have 
power  to  commit  the  management  of  the  said  offices 
and  the  business  thereof,  respectively,  to  such  persons, 
and  under  such  regulations  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
not  being  contrary  to  law  or  to  this  charter.  Or,  in- 
stead of  establishing  such  offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  directors  of  the  said  corporation  from  time  to  time 
io  employ  any  agent  or  agents,  or  any  other  bank  or 
banks,  to  be  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
at  any  place  or  places  that  the  said  directors  may  deem 
safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the  business 
proposed  as  aforesaid,  other  than  for  the  purposes  of 
discounr.  and  to  perform  the  duties  hereinafter  required 
of  the  said  corporation,  to  be  managed  and  transacted 
by  such  officers,  under  such  agreements  and  subject 
to  such  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  proper.” 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words: 

“That  the  said  corporation  shall  establish  a compe- 
tent office  of  discount  and  deposite  in  any  state,  by  the 
assent  of  the  legislature  of  such  state,  whenever  the 
directors  may  think  fit  so  to  do;  and  when  established, 
the  office  shall  not  be  withdrawn  without  the  assent  of 
I congress;  and  the  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to 


commit  the  management  of  the  said  offices  and  the  bu- 
siness thereof  respectively,  to  such  persons,  and  under 
such  regulations,  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  being 
contrary  to  law  or  constitution  of  the  bank;  or,  instead 
of  establishing  such  offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
directors  of  the  said  corporation  from  time  to  time  to 
employ  any  individual,  agent,  or  any  other  bank  or 
banks,  to  be  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
at  any  place  or  places  that  they  may  deem  safe  and  pro- 
per, to  manage  and  transact  the  business  proposed  as 
aforesaid  other  than  for  the  purposes  of  discount,  and 
to  perform  the  duties  hereinafter  required  of  said  cor- 
poration, to  be  managed  and  transacted  by  such  offi- 
cers under  such  agreements  and  subject  to  such  regu- 
lations as  they  shall  deem  just  and  proper.” 

Mr.  Rives  addressed  the  senate  at  length  in  advo- 
cacy of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay,  ofKy.  replied  in  opposition. 

Mr.  Preston  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Virginia  senator,  and  stated  his  views  briefly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  2.  The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  con- 
taining correspondence  between  himself  and  Mrs. 
Harrison,  ( for  which  see  house  report  of  yesterday). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  the  message  and  corres- 
pondence was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Tallmadge.  presented  memorials  from  various 
citizens  of  New  York,  and  also  of  Westchester 
county,  and  of  Salina,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  against  a 
national  bank,  &c.  &c.;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Pres- 
ton, calling  for  the  progress  and  actual  condition  of 
the  commission  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  resolution  calling  for 
the  names  of  persons  removed  since  the  4th  March 
last;  when  Mr.  Pierce  rose  and  occupied  the  morn- 
ing hour,  in  support  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Linn  announced  his  intention  to  offer  some 
remarks  on  the  subject  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal 
bank  of  the  United  States;  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Rives  still  pending,  Mr.  Choate  rose  in  support  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Simmons  followed  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Archer  addressed  the  senate  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  but,  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Sevier 
the  senate  adjourned. 

July  3.  The  president  before  the  senate,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  that  body,  a com- 
munication showing  the  state  of  negotiations  with 
the  German  Customs  Union,  relating  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  tobacco.  Laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Woodbury  presented  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  against  a 
national  bank,  against  an  increase  of  the  tariff,  and 
against  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Wrighl  presented  the  momorial  of  citizens 
of  Otsego  county,  New  York,  earnestly  praying  the 
enactmentofa  general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  the 
Philadelphia  chamber  of  commerce  in  relation  to  ail 
appropriation  for  keeping  up  the  light  on  the  Dela- 
ware breakwater. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Missouri  in  relation  to  the  trade  of  the  west  with 
the  Mexican  provinces. 

Mr.  Linn  went  into  a full  history  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  this  trade  in  a national 
| oint  of  view,  in  enabling  us  to  exercise  a control- 
ling influence  over  the  Indians  of  that  region.  Mr. 
L.  did  not  finish  when  the  morning  hour  expired. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  that  a select  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  47th 
rule  of  the  senate,  or  so  much  thereof  as  related  to 
reporters;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal 
bank  of  the  United  States;  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Rives  still  pending. 

Mr.  Bayard  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
some  length,  generally  in  favor  of  the  principles  of 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rives,  and  concluded  by  of- 
fering as  a substitute  the  following: 

“Strikeout  all  after  the  word  ‘corporation’ and 
insert ‘may  establish  agencies,  to  consist  of  three 
or  more  persons,  or  to  employ  any  bank  or  banks, 
at  any  places  they  may  deem  proper,  to  perform 
the  duties  hereinafter  required  ol  the  said  corpora- 
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tion  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  and  to 
manage  and  transact  the  business  ot  the  said  cor- 
poration other  than  the  ordinary  business  of  discount- 
ing the  promissory  notes.  That  is  to  say,  the  said 
corporation  shall  have  the  right  at  such  agencies 
to  receive  deposites,  to  deal  or  trade  in  bills  of  ex- 
change, gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  or  goods  or 
lands  purchased  on  execution,  or  taken  bona  fide  in 
payment  of  debts  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  pro- 
ceeds of  its  lands,  and  to  circulate  its  notes.  And, 
moreover,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  board  of  di- 
rectors to  convert  such  agencies  into  offices  ot  dis- 
count and  deposite  unless  the  legislature  ol  any  parti- 
cular state  in  which  such  agency  shall  be  established 
shall  at  its  next  session,  after  such  agency  is  estab- 
lished, express  its  dissent  thereto.”’ 

Mr  Phelps  spoke  for  some  time  in  lavor  ot  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Rives- when  Mr  Huntington 
followed,  advocating  with  much  zeal  the  bill  as  ori- 
ginally reported  from  the  select  committee. 

Several  senators  here  rose  to  address  the  senate; 
when  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ind.  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  to  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  Clay  seconded  the  motion, observing  that  the 
public  business  might  suffer  if  the  motion  before  us 
was  not  attended  to.  . . 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and,  ar- 
ter  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  to  luesday 
next. 

July  6.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table.  . 

Mr  Mangum,  from  the  committee  on  naval  at- 
fairs  to  which  had  been  referred  the  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  return  of  the  United  States  squa- 
dron from  the  Mediterranean,  asked  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  ol  the  same. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Mangum,  kiftg 
and  Preston,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  com- 
mittee discharged  accordingly. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  take  up  a resolution  submit- 
ted  by  him  on  Saturday  last  in  relation  to  a change 
ol  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  senate,  from  10  to  11 

^ The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay, 
Walker  and  King,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Lmn, 
Preston  and  Calhoun.  The  question  on  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided, 
as  follows:  yeas  13,  nays  31. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States; 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bayard  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Rives  pending. 

Mr.  Berrien  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  very 
considerable  length  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  originally 
reported  from  the  committee,  and  against  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Rives. 

Mr.  Merrick  followed,  speaking  for  upwards  of  an 
hour  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  ol 
expediency,  but  maintaining  the  constitutional  pow- 
er of  congress.  ....  ..  r 

Mr.  Bates  also  went  at  large  into  the  merits  ol 
the  subject,  maintaining  the  power  of  congress  to 
be  as  fully  established  as  that  of  creating  light 
houses  for  the  preservation  of  property,  but  thought 
on  the  whole,  as  a matter  of  expediency , it  was  bet- 
ter to  sustain  the  amendment  ol  the  senator  of  Vir- 

8ir\Vhen  Mr.  Bates  closed  his  remarks,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bayard, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bayard,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Morehead,  Prentiss,  Southard,  White— 9. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Barrow,  Bates,  Benton,  Ber- 
rien Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Kin»-  Linn,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholson, Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
mudge,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbndge,  Woodbury, 

Wright,  Young— 36.  . 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  in  favor  of  Mr.  Hives  amend- 

ment.  . . .. 

Mr.  Dixon  made  a few  remarks  against  it. 

Mr.  White  gave  his  reasons  at  some  length  for 
the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  He  sustained  with 
much  zeal  the  original  bill,  as  reported  from  the 

committee.  . 

Mr  Walker,  though  opposed  to  all  banks,  sus- 
tained the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rives  on  the  ground 
of  state  rights.  He  said,  if  that  bill  became  the  law 
of  the  land,  we  should  have  the  war  of  nullification 
renewed  before  twelve  months  went  over  their  heads; 
and  asked  if  there  was  anv  thing  so  flattering  in  the 
recollection  of  that  history  that  gentlemen  would 
like  to  see  it  again  revived. 

After  Mr.  Walker  concluded  his  remarks,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  ot  Mr.  Rives, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Choate,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Walker,  \\  illiams 
10.  ^ 


NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky Clayton,  Culhbert,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Linn,  Me- 
Roberts  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Nichol- 
son, Porter,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon,  'Iallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 38. 

Mr.  Huntington  then  said  there  was  a trivial 
amendment  which  he  would  like  to  oiler  to  the  9th 
section,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  words  “seven  mil- 
lions,” and  insert  “six  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars.”  Mr.  H.  explained  the  object. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  amendment  was  perfectly  pro- 
per, and  he  hoped  would  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  senate  then 
adjourned. 

July  7.  The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  from  the  treasury  department  in  re- 
lation to  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures,  and 
announcing  the  completion  of  the  ounce  weight. 

Also,  from  the  navy  department,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution,  showing  the  number  of  old-fa- 
shioned muskets  and  pistols  on  hand. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  presented  and  ap- 
propriately referred. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Buchanan  calling  for  the 
names  of  persons  removed  from  office  since  the  4th 
of  March  last  being  taken  up — Mr.  Linn  rose  and 
occupied  the  morning  hour  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, asserting  that  the  present  administration  was 
one  of  the  most  proscriptive  character. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  ol 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
great  length  against  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  as  the  location. 

Mr.  Clay  would  inquire  of  the  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania it  he  had  any  particular  location  in  view? 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  it  he  succeeded  in  the  motion 
to  strike  out,  that  of  filling  up  would  be  for  alter 
consideration. 

Mr.  Benton  expressed  his  intention  to  go  tor  the 
motion  to  strike  out.  If  the  bank  were  located 
here,  it  would  be  managed  by  used-up  politicians, 
ex-members  of  congress,  and  others. 

Mr.  Wright  would  move  to  strike  out,  to  relieve 
the  bill  from  all  difficulties. 

Mr.  Walker  thought  the  bank  of  the  committee 
bad  enough,  but,  bad  as  that  was,  the  motion  of  the 
senator  from  Pennsylvania  would  make  it  infinitely 
worse,  as  then  it  would  go  to  New  York,  where  it 
would  become  the  Bank  of  England  in  New  York, 
managed  by  stock-brokers  and  jobbers;  and,  bad  as 
politicians  were,  they  were  infinitely  worse. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said,  if  the  bank  were  to  be  a mere 
fiscal  machine,  it  should  be  located  at  the  seat  of 
government;  but  if  it  were  to  become  a commer- 
cial agent,  then  it  should  be  located  in  some  com- 
mercial mart. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  the  location  in  this  District 
a mere  sham.  He  would  vote  for  the  motion  to 
strike  out,  and  then  he  would  endeavor  to  have  fair 
play,  by  giving  the  south  her  share.  He  thought 
New  Orleans  would  be  the  best  location.  He  would 
like  to  have  it  as  far  off  as  possible  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  national  legislature. 

Mr.  Mien  spoke  lor  some  time  against  the  esta- 
blishment of  any  bank,  and  said  if  that  went  into 
operation  there  never  would  be  an  independent  ma- 
jority on  that  floor. 

Mr.  Benton  contended  that  New  Orleans  was  the 
place,  above  all  others,  for  the  location.  If  there 
was  to  be  a bank,  it  should  be  where  the  exports 
were  greatest,  and  where  the  exchanges  between  the 
north  and  south  would  be  better  equalized. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  if  there  was  to  be  a bank,  it 
should  be  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line.  The 
exports  from  Alabama  and  Mississippi  were  equal 
to  one-half  of  the  products  of  the  whole  U.  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out,  and  decided  in  Ihe  negative,  as  follow 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tullmage,  Walker,  White,  Woodbridge— 29. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  to  strike  out  and  insert 
New  Orleans. 

On  this  motion  a debate  ensued,  of  some  length, 
in  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Benton,  Walker,  Clay , of  Ala. 
Tappan,  Buchanan,  Wr igltt  and  others  participated. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  a3  follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
ol  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Linn.  McRoherts,  Mouton.  Ni- 
cholson, Pierce,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Woodbu- 
ry, Young— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  ot  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss. 
Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  White,  Williams,  Woodbridge — 29. 

Mr.  Wright  then  ottered  voluminous  amendments, 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Walker  also  offered  amendments,  which  were 
likewise  ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

[The  select  committees  appointed  under  the  re- 
solutions adopted  Thursday  17th,  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing members: 

Committee  of  retrenchment  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  public  service  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, 8tc. — Messrs.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  J.F. 
Randolph,  John  Maynard,  Wm.  W.  Irwin  and  R. 

D.  Davis. 

Committee  on  stationery,  &c. — Messrs.  Sum- 
mers, A S.  Foster,  White,  of  Indiana,  Briggs,  and 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee]. 

Friday,  June  18.  The  journal  of  yesterday  wa3 
read,  (except  so  much  thereof  as  included  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  Mr.  Watlcrson  in  relation 
to  removals  from  office,  the  reading  of  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Clark,  was  dispensed  with). 

Mr.  Morgan  desired  to  inquire  of  the  speaker 
whether  it  was  in  order  to  put  on  the  journal  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tenne33ee,  (Mr.  Walterson).  The  speaker  said  it 
was. 

Mr.  Morgan  desired  to  know  whether  it  was  in 
order  to  move  to  strike  out  that  portion,  so  that  it 
should  not  appear  on  the  journal.  The  speaker 
said  it  was  not  in  order. 

The  journal  was  then  approved. 

Mr.  Mams  rose  to  know  if  there  were  any  stand- 
ing committees  of  this  house.  He  did  not  consider 
himself  as  belonging  to  any  committee  since  the  re- 
consideration of  the  rules,  and  he  would  move  that 
the  speaker  be  now  authorised  to  appoint  the  stand- 
ing committees;  and  lie  would  beg  the  speaker  not 
to  appoint  him  at  the  head  of  any  committee.  And 
if  the  house  should  decide  that  the  committees  are 
in  existence,  he  should  request  that  he  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 
And  the  house  excused  him. 

The  committee  on  the  rules  reported  in  part  that 
an  addition  to  the  12th  rule  be  made,  preventing 
any  motion  from  being  ottered  tor  the  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  that  no  resolution  shall  be  ottered  out 
of  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  Weller  objected  to  this  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  they  appeared  to  be  a standing  committee 
with  a right  to  report  whenever  a rule  should  be 
found  necessary  to  control  the  minority.  Mr.  IV. 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  the  committee  on  the 
table.  Lost. 

Mr.  Clifford  inquired  of  the  chairman  when  the 
committee  would  be  able  to  report  in  ful!.  He  had 
always  conceived  that  the  rules  were  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  minority.  If  this  course  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, the  minority  are  under  an  arbitrary  control, 
that  may  be  carried  to  any  extent,  even  to  forcing 
the  previous  question  in  committee  ol  the  whole. 

Mr.  Randall  said  that  it  was  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority w ho  had  come  here,  to  do  business,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  minority  had  come  here  to  prevent 
action,  and  to  talk;  he  would  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

Alter  some  remaiks  by  Messrs.  Turney,  Under- 
wood and  Mherlon,  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd  asked  if  (he 
speaker  had  decided  that  ttie  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee could  be  adopted  this  day  without  a majority 
of  two-thirds.  Ttie  speaker  said  he  had. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd  then  took  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  ol  the  chair,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  chair  was  sus- 
tained 123  j’eas,  70  nays. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  question, 
and  the  yeas  arid  nays  were  demanded.  And  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  adopted,  yeas  124,  nays 
80. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  Ihe  house  went  info 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Taliaferro,  in  the 
chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Harrison,  widow  of  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Adams  explained  that  gen.  Harrison  had  not 
drawn  one  cent  of  his  salary  as  president,  though  it 
was  usual  to  draw  it  monthly. 
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Messrs.  Gilmer,  Payne  and  Underwood,  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  declaring  they  could  not 
vote  lor  it,  and  Messrs.  Pope,  Bidlack,  Sergeant, 
Summers,  W.  C.  Johnson  and  Iiwin,  expressed 
themselves  warmly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Young,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$50,000. 

The  debate  was  then  renewed,  in  which  a num- 
ber of  members  participated,  and  continued  for 
some  time  with  much  warmth,  a part  of  which  time 
nreat  confusion  and  noise  pervaded  every  part  of 
the  hall. 

Alter  which,  (Mr.  Young  having  withdrawn  his 
proposition  to  insert  $50,000),  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  next  highest  amount,  and  the  biank 
was  ordered  to  be  filled  with  $25,000. 

And  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  the  amount  of  the  appropriation — Mr. 
Fillmore  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  main  question 
(i.  e.  on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  the  ap- 
propriation ol  $25,000). 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and, 
beinf  taken  were:  yeas  119,  nays  70.  So  the  house 
concurred  with  the  committee. 

And  the  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading— Mr.  Williams, 
ot  Maryland,  moved  its  recommitment  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  $25,000,  and  insert  one- 
quarter’s  salary. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
there  was  a second.  And  (alter  some  conversa- 
tion) the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Weller  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  “shall  this  bill  pass?” 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandafF  W.  An- 
drews, S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock, 
Baker,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  M.  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Bro°wn,  Burnell,  William  Butler,  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Chittenden, 
John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Eessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L. 
Foster,  Gamble,  Gales,  Gentry,  Geddings,  Goggin, 

B.  G.  Goode,  Graham,  Greig,  Hall,  Wm.  S.  Hastings, 
Henry.  Holmes,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Ingersoll, 
James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
John  P-  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  Mal- 
lory, Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiott, 
Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pope,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt, 
Russell,  Saltonstal),  Sergeant,  Sitnonton,  Slade,  Smith, 
Sobers,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Summers, 
Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Poland, 
Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Wallace,  Ward,  War- 
ren,'Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Thos.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop.  Yorke, 
Augustus  Young,  John  Young — 122. 

IN  AYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bee- 
son, Boyd,  Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown, 
Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  G.  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick 

C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Doig, 
Eastman,  John  C Edwards,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gerry,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Gustine,  Harris,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hubbard, 
Hunter,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  An- 
drew Kennedy,  Lowell,  A.  McClellan,  R.  McClellan, 
McKay,  Marchand,  A.  Marshall,  J.  T.  Mason,  Ma- 
thews, Medill,  Miller,  Newhard,  Payne,  Pmkens, 
Plumer,  Reding,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Snyder, 
Steenrod, Turney,  Underwood,  Watterson,  Weller,  J. 
W.  Williams — 66. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

And,  at  half  past  8 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  19.  Mr.  J.  C Clark  said  it  had 
been  intimated  to  him  that  a motion  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  the  late  pre- 
sident ol  the  United  States,  general  William  Henry 
Harrison,  had  been  passed.  Time  enough,  lie 
thought,  had  been  spent  in  the  discussion  of  that 
subject  already.  He,  (Mr.  C.)  would  move,  there- 
fore, to  reconsider  the  vote,  arid  on  that  motion  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  And  there  was  a 
second. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  reconside- 
ration), was  ordered  to  be  taken;  and,  being  taken, 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a division. 
So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

Petitions  were  in  order. 

On  a former  day,  a memorial  had  been  presented 
by  Mr.  Fomance,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  citizens  ol 
that  state,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 


“To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
Uniteed  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assembled: 
“We  the  undersigned,  citizes  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of 
your  honorable  bodies  to  the  expediency  of  revising 
and  increasing  the  tariff.  We  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  present  tariff  is  unequal  in  its  opera- 
tion, affording  greater  protection  to  some  branches 
of  manufacture  than  it  does  to  others,  and  that 
while  the  necessaries  of  life  are  taxed,  various  ar- 
ticles of  luxury  are  imported  almost  free  from  duty. 
We  have  also  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  present 
congress  intends  to  establish  a national  bank. — 
Should  this  be  done,  we  are  compelled  to  solicit  a 
protective  tariff.  We  hold  that  a bank  and  a tariff 
must  go  together,  and  that,  if  a bank  be  established, 
northern  labor  must  be  protected  from  foreign  com- 
petition. We  therefore  pray  your  honorable  bodies 
to  take  the  matter  into  your  serious  consideration, 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  pray,”  &c. 

This  petition,  giving  rise  to  debate,  had  been 
ordered,  under  the  rule,  to  lie  over,  and  now  came 
up  in  its  order. 

There  were  four  motions  pending: 

First.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Fomance,  to  refer  the 
petition  to  the  committee  on  manufactures,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a bill  increasing  the  duties  on 
imports. 

Secondly.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes  to  refer  it 
to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Thirdly.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Mherlon  to  refer  it 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

And  fourthly.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Wil- 
liams to  amend  the  instructions  by  instructing  the 
committee  to  “inquire  into  the  expediency”  of  re- 
porting such  a bill. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Williams;  Mr.  Fomance  said  that  all  he  asked  in 
presenting  this  petition  was  an  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  house  at  as  early  a period  as  was  pos- 
sible at  this  session. 

Mr.  Fomance  proceeded  lo  give  his  views  on  the 
subjects  of  a tariff,  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  and  a bank,  during  which  he  was 
repeatedly  called  to  order  for  irrelevancy  to  the 
subject.  When  he  had  concluded  Mr.  L.  Williams 
moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fomance  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  petition  laid  on  the  table; 
yeas  130,  nays  66. 

Mr.  Morgan  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  there  was 
not  another  memorial  of  a similar  character  on  the 
table  which  would  now  come  up  in  its  order? 

The  speaker  replied  that  there  was.  It  had  been 
laid  over  on  a former  day,  objection  having  been 
made  lo  it. 

This  was  a petition,  heretofore  presented  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  from  citizens  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  a reduction  of  duties  on  foreign  tobacco, 
and  for  the  increase  ol  duties  on  Spanish  segars. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  was  carried. 

The  speaker  called  for  petitions  and  memorials  in 
the  reverse  order  of  the  states  and  territories,  and 
a number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  appro- 
priately disposed  of. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
present  session  of  congress,  which  was  read  twice, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mams  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  house 
the  aggregate  amount  of  each  description  of  persons, 
within  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States,  by 
counties  and  principal  towns,  prepared  from  the  general 
returns  of  the  census  at  the  department  of  state. 

Mr.  Winthorp,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  consider 
the  expediency  of  providing,  either  by  a select  com- 
mittee of  congress,  sitting  in  the  recess,  or  by  a special 
commission  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
for  taking  evidence  at  the  principal  ports  of  entry  anc 
elsewhere,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  existing  sysiem 
and  rates  of  duty  on  imports,  upon  the  manufacturing, 
commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  resolutions,  referring  to  the 
appropriate  committees  the  various  parls  of  the  pre- 
sident’s message;  which,  after  some  consideration, 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  offered  Hie  following 
resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  commuicate  to  this  house,  so  far  as  the 
public  interest  will  permit,  the  correspondence  if  any, 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that 
of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  American  citizens  now 
British  prisoners  ol  state  at  Van  Dieman’s  Land. 

Mr.  R D.  Davis  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  over  one  day  under  the 
rule: 


Resolved,  Tliat  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  (if  in  his  opi- 
nion the  same  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  public 
interests),  such  authentic  information  as  may  be  in  his 
possession  in  relation  lo  the  seizure  of  American  ves- 
sels by  British  armed  cruizers,  under  the  pretence  that 
such  vessels  were  engaged,  or  intended  to  engage,  in 
the  slave  trade,  togefher  with  any  steps  which  may 
have  been  taken  by  our  government  or  its  minister 
upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  the  currency 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a national  bank  on  the  following  plan: 

Objections  were  made,  and  the  reading  of  the 
plan  accompanying  the  resolution  was  called  for, 
and  objected  to. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  to  lay  the  resolution,  &c.  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Hunt  called  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr. 
Mallory  suggested  to  Mr.  Gilmer  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  by  adding,  “and  that  it  be 
printed.” 

Mr.  Calvary  Morris  moved  that  the  house  adjourn, 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  house  adjourned  until 
Monday  morning  at  10  o’clock. 

Monday,  June  21.  Pursuant  to  its  order  of  a for- 
mer day,  the  bouse  met  this  morning  at  ten  o’clock. 
The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Pickens  introduced  Mr.  David  Levy,  dele- 
gate from  Florida,  for  the  purpose  that  he  be  quali- 
fied. 

Mr.  Morgan  objected  to  his  qualification.  He 
had  memorials  from  citizens  from  Florida,  stating 
that  Mr.  Levy  was  a foreigner,  and  protesting 
against  his  taking  his  seat. 

He  wished  to  know  w hat  his  title  was  to  the  seat. 
The  chair  said  he  would  look  at  his  papers. — 
This  being  done,  Mr.  Levy  was  qualified  and  took 
his  seat. 

Messrs.  Lewis  and  Shields,  representatives  elect 
from  Alabama,  appeared,  were  qualified  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  move  a reference  to 
that  committee  of  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  repeal 
the  sub-treasury  act. 

The  chair  said  it  could  only  be  taken  up  by  ge- 
neral consent. 

No  one  objecting,  the  bill  was  twice  read,  and 
Mr.  Fillmore  moved  ils  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Samson  Mason  moved  the  reference  of  the 
bill  to  the  select  committee  on  the  currency. 

Mr.  Dawson  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer  it  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  appeared  to  him,  that  it  be- 
longed properly  to  either  or  both  of  the  committees. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  referred  to  some  committee. 
He  should  vote  for  its  reference  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  the  select  committee,  and  for  hU  own 
part  preferred  its  reference  to  the  other  committee. 

What  he  proposed  was,  to  move  that  the  bill  be 
printed.  The  members  of  this  bouse  did  not  know 
what  the  bill  was — it  had  not  been  printed,  and  to 
whatever  committee  it  w'as  referred,  he  moved  its 
printing. 

The  first  motion  w7as  its  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means.  On  this  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called,  but  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  a division  of  the 
house,  and  the  bill  referred  to  the  eommitee  of  ways 
and  means:  affirmative  109,  negative  77. 

The  motion  to  print,  was  carried. 

The  states  were  then  called  in  order  for  petitions; 
several  were  presented. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  papers  relating  to 
the  Florida  election  case,  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  elections. 

Resolutions  were  (hen  in  order. 

The  motion  pending  was,  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Hunt  on  Saturday,  di- 
recting “the  select  committee  on  the  currency  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a na- 
tional bank,  on  the  following  plan;” 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table, 

Mr.  Hunt  called  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  ne- 
gatived; yeas  69,  nays  77. 

The  motion  to  print,  now  pending,  Mr.  Kennedy, 
of  la.  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  plan;  and  it  was 
read. 

The  motion  for  its  printing  was  then  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  and  negalived — yeas  74,  nays  90. 
Thus  the  house  refused  its  printing. 

The  resolution  itself  w as  then  adopted. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York,  of- 
fered on  Saturday,  calling  on  the  president  for  in- 
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formation  relative  to  the  seizure  of  American  ves- 
sels by  British  armed  cruizers,  &c.  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  the  following  amendment: 

“And  also,  copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great 
Britain  since  the  3d  March,  1837,  relating  to  the 
foreign  slave  trade,  not  communicated  with  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  3d  of  March  last; 
and  all  those  parts  of  despatches  from  Nicholas  P. 
Trist,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  Havana,  to 
the  department  of  state,  not  contained  in  the  said 
message  of  the  3d  March  last.” 

Alter  remarks  by  Messrs.  Dawson,  Adams  and 
Gilmer,  the  amendment  and  the  resolution  were 
adopted. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Wood  calling  for  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  American  citizens,  now  priso- 
ners of  state  at  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  N.  J.,  offered  a resolution,  that 
ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  tiie  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  on  the  finances  be  printed. 
This,  as  giving  rise  to  debate,  lies  over  one  day. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  pre- 
viously offered  by  him,  requesting  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  lay  before  the  house  the  plan  of  the 
fiscal  agent  recommended  in  his  report  of  the  3d 
inst. 

This,  after  an  interesting  debate,  by  Messrs.  Mor- 
gan, Wise,  S.  Mason,  G.  Davis,  Underwood,  Adams, 
Fessenden,  Wm.  C.  Johnson  and  Sergeant,  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  now  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Tillinghast  in  the  chair), 
and  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
present  session  of  congress.  Which,  after  a short 
debate,  was  passed  in  committee.  It  was  then 
read  a third  tune  and  passed  in  the  house. 


Its  appropriations  are  as  follows: 

For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 

of  the  senate,  $68,541 

For  pay  of  the  chaplain  of  the  senate,  500 

For  printing,  stationery  and  contingent 

expenses  of  the  senate,  26,189 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  the 

house  and  chaplain  256,600 

For  printing,  stationery  and  contingent 

expenses  of  the  house,  30,836 

For  supply  of  stationery  of  second  ses- 
sion of  twenty-seventh  congress,  15,000 


Total  amount,  $397,666 


Providing  that  no  part  of  the  sums  appropriated 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  either  house  be  ap- 
plied to  any  other  than  the  ordinary  expenditures, 
nor  as  extra  allowance  to  any  clerk,  messenger  or 
attendant  of  either  house. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion containing  estimates  for  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  department  of  war. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered,  which, 
under  the  rule,  lie  over  one  day. 

By  Mr.  McKay — a resolution  directing  “the  se- 
cretary of  ttie  treasury  to  report  to  this  house  a list 
of  the  several  appropriates  which  he  states,  in  his 
report  of  the  2d  June,  were  unexpended  and  out- 
standing on  the  4th  March,  referring  to  the  acts  by 
which  they  were  passed,  and  designating  those 
which  will  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  cur- 
rent year;  and  also  those  required  between  the  1st 
June  and  31st  August  next. 

“Also,  the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the 
treasury  between  the  4th  March  and  31st  May  of 
the  present  year,  both  inclusive;  the  amount  ac- 
counted for  by  disbursing  agents  within  this  period, 
so  as  to  exhibit,  as  near  as  possible,  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditures between  the  days  above  mentioned,  and 
showing  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
agents,  and  unaccounted  for  on  the  1st  June.” 

By  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  a resolution 
directing  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  an  amendment  to  the 
sub-treasury  act,  authorising  all  debts  accruing  to 
the  Uniled  States,  to  be  collected  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  U.  S.  or  in  treasury  notes,  or  current 
bank  notes  of  specie  paying  banks;  and  also  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  the  sub-treasury  act  as  makes  it  ob- 
ligatory, after  a certain  period,  on  the  officers  and 
agents  of  the  United  States,  or  the  general  post  of- 
fice, to  make  all  payments  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
only. 

By  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  a resolution  that  the 
surveys  of  Doboy  and  Sarpeto  inlets  in  Georgia, 
with  the  report  on  the  same,  by  lieut.  Glynn,  0.  S 
navy,  1840,  be  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
navy  department. 

By  Mr.  Meriwether , of  Georgia,  a resolution  call 
ingon  the  seceretary  of  Ihe  treasury  to  report  to 
this  house  whether  any  bank  or  banks  have  been 
used  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money  since 


the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  act;  and  if  so,  what 
banks  have  been  employed;  on  wtiat  terms,  &.c. 

The  house  adjourned  at  3 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  June  22.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Randolph 
for  printing  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  finances,  coming 
up  in  order,  Mr.  B.  moved  the  previous  question  on 
its  adoption,  the  demand  was  sustained,  and  the 
question  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  yeas  100,  nays  79. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  McKay, 
was  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  King, 
respecting  the  surveys  of  Doboy  and  Sarpeto  inlets> 
in  Georgia,  were  taken  up  and  after  discussion  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported  a bill 
to  appropriate  for  a limited  time  the  proceeds  ol 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  granting  land  to  certain  states;  which  hav- 
ing been  read  twice  by  its  title,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  came  up  in  its  order: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection, 
sale  keeping,  transfer  anti  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,”  approved  July  4,  1840,  as  to  authorise  all 
duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  and  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  collected 
and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  ot  the  United  States,  or 
in  treasury  notes,  or  in  current  bank  notes  of  specie 
paying  banks,  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States:  and  also  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  settlements  with  the  banks,  respec- 
tively, for  such  balances  of  their  notes  as  may  remain 
on  hand  at  the  expiration  of  certain  periods:  and  also 
of  repealing  so  much  of  the  said  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
provide  for  the  collection,  safe  keeping  transfer  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,”  as  makes  it  obligato- 
ry, after  a certain  period,  upon  officers  or  agents  en- 
gaged in  making  disbursements  on  account  of  the  U. 
States,  or  of  the  general  post  office,  to  make  all  pay- 
ments in  gold  and  silver  coin  only. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Fessenden  and 
Pickens,  Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  act  of  the 
house  yesterday,  by  which  it  had  referred  the  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  with  a view  to  having  it  refer- 
red to  the  select  committee  ori  the  currency. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a lengthy  discussion, 
which  was  brought  to  a close  by  Mr.  Clark,  of  N. 
Y.  demanding  the  previous  question,  tellers  were 
called  for  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  and  Messrs.  Atherton  and  Broadman  were 
appointed,  and  the  question  being  taken,  there  ap- 
peared ayes  94,  noes  86.  So  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  N.  Y.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question,  and  being  taken,  were 
yeas  114,  nays  86.  So  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Atherton  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (being  on  the  motion  to  reconsider), 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  118,  nays  90. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  referrence  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  Fillmore  w ithdrew  his  motion  to  refer 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  refer  to  the  select  committee 
on  the  currency. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Some  remarks  were  then  made  by  Messrs.  Pick- 
ens, Sollers  and  Cushing,  w hen  Mr.  Mason,  ol  Ohio, 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  N.  Y.  renewed  his  motion  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  first,  on  the  motion 
to  refer  the  bill  to  tne  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  taken,  secondly,  on  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  of  w ays  and  means, 
and  it  was  rejected.  And  the  bill  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  the  currency. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Meri- 
wether, calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
report  to  the  house  whether  any  bank  or  banks  have 
been  used  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money 
since  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  act;  was  taken 
up,  considered,  and,  after  some  desultory  conversa- 
tion, adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
message  and  correspondence  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  read,  and,  after  some 


conversation,  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pen- 
dellon,  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  1st 
instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the  death  of  William 
Henry  Harrison,  late  president  of  the  U.  Slates: 

Washington,  June  22,  1841. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  ihe 
United  States:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  ac- 
companying correspondence  between  myself  and 
the  honorable  J.  Burnet,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others 
who  arrived  some  days  ago  in  this  city,  as  a com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Cincinnati  for  the 
purpose,  with  the  assent  of  the  family,  of  removing 
the  remains  of  the  late  president  of  the  U.  Slates  to 
North  Bend,  for  interment.  I have  thought  it  to  be 
my  duly  thus  to  apprise  congress  of  the  contemplat- 
ed proceedings.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  16,  1841. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Dear  sir:  The  undersigned  were  appointed  by 
the  citizens  and  city  council  of  Cincinnati,  and  by 
many  ol  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  to 
apply  to  the  widow  and  family  of  our  distinguished 
fellow  citizen,  the  late  president  of  Ihe  U.  States,  for 
permission  to  remove  his  remains  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  interment. — 
They  have  made  the  application  directed,  and  have 
received  permission  to  perform  that  sacred  trust. 
They  have  now  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  their 
arrival  in  this  city,  and  of  asking  your  approbation 
of  the  measure  contemplated,  and  your  co-operation 
in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  tile  high  estimate  you  plac- 
ed on  the  talents  and  virtues  of  our  lamented  friend 
and  fellow  citizen,  the  late  chief  magistrate  of  the 
union,  whose  friendship  and  confidence  you  pos- 
sessed many  years.  We  saw  the  tear  fall  from  your 
eye  and  mingle  with  the  trears  of  the  nation  when 
the  inscrutable  will  of  heaven  removed  him  from  us. 

Knowing  these  things,  we  approach  you  with 
confidence,  w ell  assured  that  you  will  justly  appre- 
ciate our  motives  for  undei taking  t he  mournful  duty 
we  have  been  deputed  to  perform,  and  that  the  same 
kind  feeling  which  has  marked  your  course  through 
life  will  prompt  you  on  this  occasion  lo  afford  us 
your  countenance,  and,  if  necessary,  your  co-pera- 
tion. 

If  it  meet  your  approbation,  the  committee  will 
do  themselves  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  you  at  the 
president’s  house,  at  any  hour  you  may  please  to 
designate. 

With  high  respect,  we  are,  your  friends  and  fel- 
low citizens,  J.  BURNET, 

J.  C.  WRIGHT, 

TH.  D.  CARNEAL, 
CHAS.  S.  CLARKSON, 
EDWD.  WOODRUFF, 
RUFUS  HODGES, 

L.  WHITEMAN, 

A.  DUDLEY, 

D.  A.  POWELL, 

A.  McALPIN, 

JOHN  REEVES, 
Washington,  June  17,  1841. 
Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  was  duly 
handed  me,  and  I lose  no  time  in  responding  to  the 
feelings  and  sentiments  which  you  have  expressed 
for  yourselves  and  those  you  represent,  and  w hich 
you  have  correctly  ascribed  to  me  in  regard  to  the 
lamented  death  ol  the  late  president.  As  a citizen  I 
respected  him,  as  a patriot  I honored  him,  as  a friend 
he  was  near  and  dear  to  me;  that  the  people  of  Cin- 
cinnati should  desire  to  keep  watch  over  his  remains 
by  entombing  them  near  the  city,  is  both  natural 
and  becoming;  that  the  entire  west,  where  so  many 
evidences  of  his  public  usefulness  are  to  be  found, 
should  unite  in  the  same  w’ish,  was  to  have  been 
expected;  and  that  the  surviving  soldiers  of  his 
many  battles,  led  on  by  him  to  victory  and  to  glory, 
should  sigh  to  perform  the  last  melancholy  duties 
to  the  remains  of  their  old  commander,  is  fully  in 
consonance  with  the  promptings  of  a noble  and  ge- 
nerous sympathy.  I could  not,  if  I was  authorised 
to  do  so,  oppose  myself  to  their  wishes.  I might 
find  something  to  urge  on  behalf  of  his  native  slate, 
in  my  knowledge  ol  his  continued  attachment  to 
her  through  the  whole  period  of  ills  useful  life — in 
the  claims  of  his  relatives  there,  whose  desire  it 
would  be  that  the  mortal  remains  of  the  illustrious 
son  should  sleep  under  the  same  tin f with  those  of 
his  distinguished  father,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  ol  Independence — in  the  wish  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  his  native  county  lo  claim  all  th,.t  is  now 
left  ot  him  for  whom  they  so  lately  cast  their  almost 
unanimous  sulfrage — to  say  nothing  of  my  own 
feelings,  allied  as  I am  by  blood,  to  many  of  his 
near  relatives,  and  with  our  names  so  closely  as- 
sociated in  much  connected  with  the  late  exciting 
political  contest — these  considerations  might  present 
some  reasonable  ground  for  opposing  your  wishes. 
But  tiie  assent  which  has  been  given  by  his  respect- 
ed widow  and  nearest  relatives  to  the  request  of  the 
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people  of  Cincinnati,  admits  of  no  opposition  on  my 
part,  neither  in  my  individual  nor  official  character. 

I shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  however,  to  submit 
our  correspondence  to  the  two  houses  of  congress 
now  in  session;  but  anticipating  no  effort  from  that 
quarter  to  thwart  the  wishes  expressed  by  your- 
selves in  consonance  with  those  of  the  widow  and 
nearest  relatives  of  the  late  president,  I readily  pro- 
mise you  my  co  operation  towards  enabling  you  to 
fulfil  the  sacred  trust  which  brought  you  to  this  city. 

I tender  to  each  of  you,  gentlemen,  my  cordial 
salutations.  JOHN  TYLER. 

To  J.  Burnett,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others  of  the 
committee. 

And,  the  hour  of  three  having  arrived,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  23.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis  introduced  his  colleage,  hon. 
Geo.  S.  Houston,  representative  elect  from  the  state 
of  Alabama,  who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat 
The  speaker  announced  the  following  members 
as  the  select  committee  on  the  message  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  transmitted  yesterday, 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  mortal  remains  of 
the  late  president  of  the  United  States: 

Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  of  Mass.;  Fessenden , of 
Maine;  Atherton,  ofN.  Hampshire;  Tillir.ghast,  of 
R.  I.;  Williams,  of  Conn.;  Everett,  of  Vermont; 
Greig,  of  New  York;  Aycrigg,  of  New  Jersey;  Ser- 
geant, of  Penn  .;  Rodney,  of  Delaware;  W.  C.  John- 
son, of  Md  ; Taliaferro,  of  Virginia;  L.  Williams, 
of  N.  C.;John  Campbell,  of  S.  C.;  Dawson,  of 
Georgia;  Pope,  ofKentucky;  A-  V.  Brown,  of  Ten 
nessee;  S.  Mason,  of  Ohio;  E.  D.  White,  of  La.; 
Wallace,  of  Indiana;  Miller,  of  Missouri;  Cross,  of 
Arkansas,  Howard,  of  Michigan;  Lewis,  of  Ala. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for  in  the 
order  of  the  states  and  teriitories,  and  presented. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved , That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  instant,  as  relates  to 
the  African  slave  trade,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to  the  house 
such  measures  as  the  highest  considerations  of  public 
honor  as  well  as  the  strongest  promptings  of  humanity 
require  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  transmit  to  this 
house  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  arsenals, 
&c.  referred  to  in  the  memorandum  attached  to  the 
secretary’s  report  accompanying  the  president’s  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  Brewster  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying 
the  revenue  laws  as  to  allow  drawback  upon  goods 
transferred  inland  in  the  original  boxes  and  packages 
to  foreign  countries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  were  discharged  from  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of 
new  fortifications,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C Johnson,  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  yes- 
terday “lo  appropriate  for  a limited  time  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  granting  lands  to  certain  states,”  and 
the  same  was  referred  back  again  to  the  committee 
on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Goggin  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  any  correspon- 
dence which  may  have  taken  place  between  the  exe- 
cutive and  our  ministers  or  agents  abroad  and  others 
relative  to  the  tobacco  trade  between  this  and  foreign 
countries  since  the  last  communications  made  to  this 
house  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Tripl.elt  offered  the  following  resolutions 
(which  are  those  offered  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, but  not  then  received); 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  investment  in  the  stocks  of 
the  several  states  of  this  union  of  funds  held  by  the  go 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  in  trust,  is,  to  the  amount 
of  the  sums  so  invested,  and  of  the  interest  thereon,  an 
assumption  by  the  United  States  of  the  debts  of  the 
said  several  states,  in  the  event  of  their  failure  punctu- 
ally to  pay  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  purchase,  by  authority  of  any 
executive  department  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  bonds  of  any  of  the  states  of  this  union, 
at  their  nominal  value,  or  with  a premium  thereon, 
and  the  subsequent  sale  of  the  same  bonds  at  a dis- 
count, is  an  unwarrantable  and  wasteful  dilapidation 
of  the  public  funds. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  require  of  the  govern- 


ment of  each  and  every  state  of  this  union  in  whose 
stocks  investments  of  the  public  moneys  held  in  trust 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  have  been 
made,  punctual  payment,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  of 
the  interest  stipulated  in  the  said  stocks,  and  repay- 
ment of  the  principals,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the 
terms  of  the  contracts  upon  which  such  stocks  have 
severally  been  issued. 

4 . Resolved,  That  the  further  investment  of  any 
public  funds  of  the  United  States  in  stocks  of  the  se- 
eral  states  ought  forthwith  to  be  prohibited  by  law;  and 
that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed 
to  report  a bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  E.  D.  White  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill 
to  extend  the  limits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

A number  of  resolutions  were  offered,  which 
were  laid  over  under  the  rule,  and  will  appear  in 
their  progress. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  the  house  at  this  time  to  take 
up  and  consider  a memorial  presented  by  him  yes- 
terday in  relation  to  the  operation  of  the  present 
tariff' laws  upon  the  iron  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try, (which  petition,  giving  rise  to  debate,  had  been 
laid  over  yesterday  on  a motion  to  print). 

And  the  house  having  consented  to  take  up  the 
memorial,  an  animated  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Adams,  Pickens,  Arnold,  Irwin,  Rhett  and 
others  participated,  (which  for  want  of  room  we  are 
compelled  to  omit),  and  was  brought  to  a close  by 
a motion  of  Mr.  Briggs  that  the  house  adjourn, 
which  was  carried,  and  the  house  at  1 o’clock  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday  June  24.  The  speaker  announced  the 
unfinished  business  to  be  the  motion,  heretofore 
submitted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  print  the  memorial 
presented  by  him  in  relation  to  the  operation  of  the 
present  tariff1  law  on  the  iron  manufactures  of  the 
United  States. 

And  further  debate  arising,  the  memorial  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for  in  the  re- 
verse order  of  the  states  and  territories,  and  were 
presented. 

The  committees  were  then  called  in  their  order 
for  reports. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  authorising  a loan  not  exceed- 
the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  reported  a bill  to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  the  bill,  having  been  read 
twice,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 
The  next  order  of  business  was  resolutions. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Cushing,  came  up  in  ils  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  house,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a statement  of 
the  progress  which  shall  then  have  been  made  in  the 
survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  including 
the  number,  location  and  length  of  the  several  base 
lines  measured  for  the  triangulation,  the  stations  occu- 
pied therefor,  the  observations  made  for,  and  the  cor- 
rections applied  to,  the  same;  the  astronomical  obser- 
vations made  for  the  determination  of  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude; the  work  done  by  each  corps  employed  in  the 
service,  and  a descriptive  list  of  the  charts  published, 
if  any. 

Also,  the  amount  of  money  expended  on  the  survey 
of  the  coast,  from  time  to  time,  since  its  commence- 
ment, showing  what  sums  have  been  appropriated  tor 
the  purchase  of  instruments  and  books;  the  names 
of  all  persons  employed  upon  the  survey,  distinguish- 
ing such  as  may  have  been  of  the  army  or  navy,  to- 
ge'her  with  their  salaries  or  other  compensation,  and 
by  whom  appointed  to  the  service;  exhibiting  as 
well  tlie  direct  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the 
coast  as  the  indirect  expenditures  upon  it  by  reason 
of  the  employment  therein  of  the  public  vessels  and 
officers.  . 

Also,  the  probable  length  of  time  and  amount  of 
money  required  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  coast  in 
the  mode  heretofore  pursued,  with  suggestion  of  any 
other  mode  of  surveying  the  same  which  shall  have  for 
its  object  the  acquisition  of  the  greatest  amount  of  use- 
ful information,  in  the  shortest  time  and  at  the  least  ex- 
pense. 

This  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Holmes 
and  Everett,  in  which  the  history  of  the  survey, 
which  has  been  executed  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Hassler,  arid  its  great  importance  to  mariners, 
the  length  of  time  and  amount  of  money  already 
employed  were  detailed;  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  treasury  department,  transmitting  the 
plan  of  a fiscal  agent. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  communication  was 
referred  to  a select  committee  on  the  currency, and 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Winthrop  was  understood  to  move  that  5,000 
extra  copies  of  the  plan  be  printed;  which  motion, 
by  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Winthrop,  coming  up  in  its  order! 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be  in- 
structed to  take  measures  for  procuring  annually  for 
the  library  of  congress  two  or  more  copies  of  all  im- 
portant reports  or  other  documents  on  commercial, 
judicial,  or  other  subjects  of  interest  to  our  country, 
which  may  be  published  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  or  by  the  governments  of  other  foreign  nations: 
Provided,  That  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
standing  appropriation  for  the  library. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  after  the  words  “instructed  to,”  the 
words  “inquire  into  the  expediency  of.” 

Mr.  Winlhrop  accepted  the  amendment  as  a mo- 
dification, and  after  a few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Winthrop  and  Tillinghast  the  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  came  up  in  its  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt 
law  applicable  to  moneyed  corporations,  and  espe- 
cially whether  such  law  would  or  would  not  be  the 
most  efficient  measure  for  restoring  and  regulating 
the  currency,  for  preventing  suspensions  of  specie 
payments,  and  keeping  banks  within  reasonable  limits. 

Mr  .'Roosevelt  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
the  resolution,  advocating  pertinently  the  passage 
of  such  a law. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  glad  his  colleague  had  intro- 
duced the  resolution,  as  it  had  given  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a speech,  which  he  (Mr.  Bar- 
nard) considered  his  only  object;  and  now  that 
his  desire  was  gratified,  he  hoped  he  would  with- 
draw the  resolution,  as  it  was  entirely  unnecessary, 
the  committee  already  having  the  subject  before 
them.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  (Which  he, however, subsequent- 
ly withdrew). 

Mr.  Roosevelt  replied,  after  which  Mr.  Bar- 
nard rejoined,  the  debate  assuming  a personal  cha- 
racter. 

After  further  discussion,  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  N.  Y. 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Floyd, 
relative  to  McLeod,  was  taken  up  and  modifications 
being  made,  as  proposed  by  Messrs.  Ingersoll  and 
Triplett,  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  officer  of  the 
army,  or  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States 
has,  since  the  4th  March  last,  been  directed  to  visit 
the  state  of  New  York,  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  the  imprisonment  or  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod; 
and  if  so,  to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  in- 
structions to,  and  reports  from,  such  officers;  and 
whether,  by  any  executive  measures  or  correspon- 
dence, the  British  government  has  been  given  lo  un- 
derstand that  McLeod  will  be  released  or  surren- 
dered. 

Mr.  Floyd  briefly  advocated  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  spoke  at  length  advocating  the  re- 
solution, and  entering  into  a history  of  the  case 
from  the  insurrection  of  the  Canadian  patriots,  the 
arrest  of  McLeod,  and  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  present  administration  found  this  case.  He  at- 
tacked and  condemned  in  detail  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Webster  to  Mr.  Fox  on  this  subject,  denying  the 
grounds  therein  taken,  and  affirming  that  McLeod 
was  personally  responsible  in  this  ca3e,  and  also  in 
case  of  war,  and  that  Mr.  Webster  had  conceded 
this  to  be  a case  of  war,  which  was  more  than  even 
the  British  minister  claimed.  Although  not  given 
to  gloomy  ideas,  he  could  not  but  apprehend,  as 
the  consequences  of  the  mistakes  of  Mr.  Webster, 
the  plunging  of  the  country  into  a bloody  war,  un- 
less by  speedy  and  prompt  action  on  the  part  of 
the  house  it  was  corrected.  He  wished  the  reso- 
lution adopted,  and  that  the  house  freely  and  can- 
didly communicate  with  the  executive,  and  act  una- 
nimously on  this  subject,  which  was  of  paramount 
importance. 

Mr.  Cushing  entered  info  an  able  and  eloquent 
defence  of  the  course  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  without 
concluding  gave  way,  and  the  house  adjourned  at  3 
o’clock. 

Friday,  June  25.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Adams,  by  unanimous  consent,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  remains  of  the  late  president  of  the 
United  States,  reported  the  follow  ing  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  on  Saturday  next  the  remains  of 
William  Henry  Harrison,  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  be  removed,  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
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committee  of  both  houses  of  congress  from  the  congres- 1 
sionul  buriai  ground,  and  accompanied  by  such  com- 
mittee and  the  delegation  from  Ohio  to  the  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  two  houses  adjourn,  they 
adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

The  resolulions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and 
were  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Briggs  submitted  to  the  chair  that  he  sup- 
posed it  would  be  understood  that  the  committee 
already  appointed  would  be  the  committee  to  at- 
tend the  removal  of  the  remains  of  the  late  presi- 
dent. 

The  speaker  said  he  inferred  that  such  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Mams  was  understood  to  say  such  was  the 
intention,  but  that  it  was  a matter  within  the  dis- 
posal of  the  house. 

The  speaker  said  that,  by  the  leave  of  the  house, 
the  chair  would  consider  that  the  committee  here- 
tofore appointed  should  be  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  house  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  re- 
solution. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  in  the  order 
ot  states  and  territories,  and  were  presented. 

The  question  pending,  was  on  the  resolution  con- 
sidered yesterday,  calling  on  the  president  for  in- 
formation relative  to  the  McLeod  case,  on  which 
Mr.  Cushing  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Cushing  resumed,  from  yesterday,  his  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  and  entered  inlo  an  answer 
of  the  charges  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
upon  the  secretary  of  state,  and  vindicating  Mr. 
Webster  from  all  those  imputed  blunders.  The  con- 
clusion to  which  he  had  arrived,  was  the  position  in 
which  he  started,  that  the  United  States,  on  the 
great  question  pending  between  them  and  Great 
Britain,  and  especially  on  the  main  and  principal 
question  connected  with  McLeod,  were  in  the  right, 
and  if  they  should  be  involved  in  a war  with  Great 
Britain,  they  would  be  justifiable,  in  the  face  of  na- 
tions and  of  Heaven,  to  prosecute  that  war  to  all 
extremities.  But  if  gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  by 
their  legal  ingenuity,  or  by  party  spirit,  concealed 
the  true  issue,  and  their  country  was  involved  in  a 
war,  on  them  would  be  the  responsibility;  and  to 
them  he  appealed,  that  they  throw  aside  all  party 
questions,  and  as  one  man  come  up  to  the  rescue  of 
their  country. 

Mr.  Wise  objected  to  the  resolution,  because  it 
was  out  of  time  to  adopt  the  resolution  now,  which 
would  expose  to  this  nation,  and  to  all  nations, 
what  this  government  thought  of  itself  about  the 
controversy  with  Great  Britain;  and  would  inter- 
pose with  our  own  negotiations,  and  with  the  ac- 
tion of  our  judicial  tribunal,  which  was  a sepa- 
rate branch  of  the  government,  and  they  should  not 
directly  or  indirectly  interrupt  the  operations  of  the 
executive. 

Without  action,  the  resolution  was  passed  infor- 
mally, and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  William  Cost  John- 
son, the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  state  ot  the  union,  Mr.  Lawrence, 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill 
“to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights.” 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Win.  Cost  Johnson  addressed  the  committee 
about  an  hour  and  a hall  in  support  of  the  bill,  with- 
out concluding  he  gave  way  to  a motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  that  the 
senate  had  passed  a bill  from  the  house  for  the  re- 
lief of  Mrs.  Harrison,  with  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  any  sum  which  may  have  been  paid  to  any 
legal  representative  of  William  Henry  Harrison 
should  be  deducted  from  the  appropriation  of  25,000 
dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

A message  was  also  received  that  the  senate  had 
concurred  in  the  joint  resolution,  of  the  house,  tor 
appointing  a committee  of  the  two  houses  to  super- 
intend the  removal  of  the  remains  of  William  Hen- 
ry Harrison. 

The  house  then  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Floyd,  of  New  York,  in  re- 
lation to  the  case  of  Alexander  McLeod. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  spoke  briefly,  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  the  law  of  Vattel,  where  it  was  stated  that 
“the  nation  that  ratines  the  act  of  a citizen  makes 
that  act  a public  affair. ” If  it  was  so,  it  was  not  the 
act  of  the  citizen  himself,  but  the  nation  took  it  from 
the  individual.  He  held  that  according  to  law,  it 
was  not  consistent  with  the  honor  of  this  nation  that 
they  should  omit  to  notice  the  nation  ratifying  the 
act  of  McLeod. 

Mr.  Holmes  opposed  the  adoption  oF  the  resolu- 
tion as  interfering  with  the  action  of  the  depart- 
ment of  our  government  entrusted  with  this  mat- 
ter. 


Mr.  Gordon  advocated  the  resolution,  that  Mc- 
Leod should  be  held  personally  responsible  to  the 
law  of  New  York.  He  arose  as  a representative 
from  the  state  of  New  York  “to  enter  his  solemn 
protest”  in  the  name  ot  New  York,  to  any  interfe- 
rence on  the  part  of  the  general  government  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hunt  w ished  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Wise),  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

On  the  motion  Mr.  Clifford  called  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  W'ere  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  negatived — yeas  51,  nays  105. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  resolved  that 
one  additional  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on 
enrolled  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  resolution  fixing  3 
o’clock  P.  M.  for  the  hour  of  adjournment,  without 
the  house  previously  adjourns,  was  revived  for  the 
ensuing  week. 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday  at  ten  o’clock. 

Monday,  Jane  28.  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania, 
introduced  the  hon.  Henry  Black,  representative 
elect  from  that  state,  (vice  hon.  Charles  Ogle,  de- 
ceased), who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Geo.  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker: 
It  having  been  announced  in  the  public  prints  of  this 
city  by  the  secretary  of  war  that  major  general 
Alexander  Macomb  has  departed  this  life,  I an- 
nounce that  fact  as  chairman  of  the  millitary  com- 
mittee of  this  body,  and  I ask  leave  to  present  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  have 
learned  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  major  general 
Alexander  Macomb,  the  late  commanding  general  of 
the  army,  and  the  distinguished  leader  of  the  glorious 
battle  of  Plattsburg  in  the  late  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  will,  if 
the  senate  concur  herein,  attend  the  funeral  of  major 
general  Macomb  this  day  at  ten  o’clock. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  members  of 
this  house  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  house  to 
make  arrangements  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  for  the  attendance 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  at  the  fu- 
neral of  the  late  major  general  Macomb. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,  were  adopted 
unanimously,  and  were  sent  to  the  senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Davison,  (having,  he  was  understood  to  say, 
another  office  assigned  him  in  the  arrangements  of 
the  day),  asked  lo  be  excused  from  service  on  the 
committee  to  be  appointed,  under  the  resolution  on 
the  part  of  this  house. 

And  Mr.  D.  was  accordingly  excused. 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  following  mem- 
bers as  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  house. 

Mr.  John  Miller,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  William  O.  Butler,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Aaron  Ward,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  New  York,  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  following  resolution,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Briggs  on  Friday  last,  had  been  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  17th 
instant,  fixing  the  time  for  the  daily  meeting  and  ad- 
journment of  the  house  as  expires  to-morrow,  be  con- 
tinued in  force  for  one  week  from  the  time  of  its  pre- 
sent limitation. 

The  motion  lies  over  one  day. 

After  the  lapse  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  a message 
was  received  from  the  seriate,  stating  that  that  body 
had  concurred  in  the  resolutions  of  the  house  in  re- 
lation to  the  funeral  of  major  general  Macomb. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  ad 
journed. 

Tuesday  June  29.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  been  requested  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  to  present  lo 
this  house  a draught  of  an  act  to  organize  and  estab- 
lish an  exchequer  of  issues  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  together  with  some  re- 
marks of  his  own,  explanatory  of  its  provisions.  It 
was  an  act  prepared  by  that  gentleman,  which  he 
wished  to  be  considered,  and  which  he  had  request- 
ed him,  (Mr.  A.)  lo  move  to  be  printed  by  the 
order  of  the  house,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  currency. 

The  printing  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Everett, 
Hunt  and  Brown,  of  Pa.  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Barnard. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  print 
by  including  therein  the  printing  of  the  plan  pre- 
sented on  a former  day  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Barnard). 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer,  the  projet  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
on  the  currency. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
on  the  table;  which  motion  prevailed;  ayes  110, 


noes  not  counted.  So  the  motion  to  print  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  house  took  up  for  consideration  the  motion, 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Linn,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  Friday  last  by  which  the  following  resolu- 
tion, offered  on  that  day  by  Mr.  Briggs,  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  17th 
instant,  fixing  the  time  for  the  daily  meeting  and  ad- 
journment of  the  house  as  expires  to-morrow,  be  con- 
tinued in  force  for  one  week  from  the  time  of  its  pre- 
sent limitation. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  point  of 
order,  after  which  the  question  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  taken,  and  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative; ayes  77,  noes  83. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for  in  the 
reversed  order  of  the  states  and  territories,  and  were 
presented. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cashing,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  resolutions  of  state  le- 
gislatures, and  other  papers,  on  the  subject  of  a bank- 
rupt law,  presented  in  the  last  congress,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  house  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  navy 
pensions. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  C.  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Resolutions  being  the  next  order  of  business,  and 
the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  being 
the  modified  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Floyd,  calling  for  certain  information  in  relation  to 
the  case  of  Alexander  McLeod.  The  consideration 
of  the  resolution  was  by  general  consent  passed 
over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Penn,  in  the 
chair),  on  the  bill  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-em- 
tion  rights. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  who  held  the  floor  from  Fri- 
day last,  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  then  took  the  floor  and 
addressed  the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
until  the  hour  of  three,  when  he  gave  way  to  Mr. 
Brown,  of  Penn,  on  whose  motion  the  committee" 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  30.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
was  read  and  approved.  J 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union . 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a point  of  order- 
after  which  the  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs  prevailed.  ’ 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lawrence 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights;  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clifford  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clifford  resumed  his  remarks  from  yesterday 
After  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Meriwether,  of  Georgia] 
obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  committee  and* 
was  followed,  successively,  by  Messrs.  J.  G.  Floyd 
Hoivard  and  Kennedy,  of  Indiana.  ' 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Alabama,  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table 
a senes  ol  sections,  which  he  said  he  desired  to  of- 
fer as  a substitute  for  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  chairman  said  that  the  pending  motion  was 
that  submitted  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  Clifford ),  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill;  and  that,  inasmuch  as  that  motion 
involved  the  very  existence  of  the  bill  itself,  it  was 
not  in  order  to  propose  a substitute  or  an  amend- 
ment until  that  motion  had  been  finally  disposed  of. 

After  some  conversation,  the  proposed  substitute 
was  read  for  information. 

Mr.  Payne  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  go 
into  an  argument  on  the  subject,  his  object  beinx- 
merely  to  submit  a proposition  to  the  committee^ 
for  their  consideration.  He  did  not  intend  to  occu- 
py the  attention  of  the  committee  at  this  time;  but, 
when  a favorable  opportunity  should  present  Itself’ 
he  might  present  his  views  in  relation  to  the  propo- 
sition that  he  had  now  presented. 

M r.  Alford  then  rose  and  addressed  the  committee 
at  some  length;  and  having  concluded,  and  the  hour 
of  S having  arrived,  Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  having  prevailed  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  July  1.  The  speaker  laid  before  (he 
I house  certain  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  contested 
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election  from  Virginia;  which  W'as  referred  to  the 
committee  on  elections. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  ol  state  in  relation  to 
the  census;  which,  on  moiion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Ohio,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  enclosing  a me- 
morial from  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a bankrupt  law.  The  memorial  was  signed 
by  3,000  persons.  The  message  was  read  and  is  in 
the  following  words: 

To  ihe  house  of  representatives  of the  United  States: 

The  accompanying  memorial  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a bankiupt  law,  signed  by  nearly  three 
thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  N.  York, 
has  been  forwarded  to  me,  attended  by  a request 
that  I would  submit  it  to  tbe  consideration  of  con- 
gress. I cannot  waive  a compliance  with  a request 
upon  me  by  so  large  and  respectable  a number  of 
my  fellow  citizens.  That  a bankrupt  law,  carefully 
guarded  against  fraudulent  practices,  and  embrac- 
ing, as  far  as  practicable,  all  classes  of  society' — the 
failure  to  do  wh  ich  has  heretofore  constituted  a pro- 
minent objection  to  the  measure  would  afford  ex- 
tensive relief,  t do  not  doubt.  The  distress  inci- 
dent to  the  derangements  of  some  years  past  has 
visited  large  numbers  of  our  fellow  citizens  with 
hopeless  insolvency,  whose  energies,  both  mental 
and  physical,  by  reason  of  the  load  of  debt  pressing 
upon  them,  are  lost  to  the  country.  Whether  con- 
gress shall  deem  it  proper  to  enter  upon  the  consi- 
deration of  this  subject  at  its  present  extraordinary 
session,  it  will  doubtless  wisely  determine.  I have 
fulfilled  my  duty  to  the  memoialists  in  submitting 
their  petition  to  your  consideration. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  30,  1841. 

The  message  and  the  memorial  were  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  the  message 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  a committee  ( Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pa.  in  the 
chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  “bill  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  arid 
grant  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pa.  at  great  length  opposed  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Gilmer  opposed  the  bill  in  the  present  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  country.  He  regarded  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  as  a legitimate  source 
of  revenue;  and  advocated  the  distribution  of  their 
surplus  proceeds,  whenever  there  was^  a surplus, 
but  opposed  it  now,  as  the  amount  distributed  would 
have  to  be  raised  in  some  other  way;  and  he  consi- 
dered this  bill  as  equivalent  in  its  effects  to  a direct 
proposition  to  borrow  this  amount  of  money,  or 
raise  it  by  impost  duties  for  the  purpose  of  distri- 
bution. 

Mr.  Bid  lack  opposed  the  bill  on  the  same  grounds. 
The  committee  then  rose. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  the  following  mes- 
sage in  writing  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  through  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq.  his 
private  secretary: 

Washington,  July  1,  1S41. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  house 
of  representatives  the  copy  of  a letter  addressed  by 
myself  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolutions  of  congress,  and  her  reply  thereto. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington  city , June  13,  1841. 

My  dear  madam:  The  accompanying  resolu- 
tions, adopted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  will  convey  to  you  an 
expression  of  the  deep  sympathy  felt  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states,  and  of  the  people,  in  the 
sad  bereavement  which  yourself  and  the  country 
lias  sustained  in  the  death  of  your  illustrious  hus- 
band. It  may  now  be  justly  considered  that  the 
public  archives  constitute  his  enduiing  monument, 
on  which  are  inscribed,  in  characters  not  to  be  ef- 
faced, the  proudest  evidences  of  public  gratitude  for 
services  rendered,  and  of  sorrow  for  his  death.  A 
great  and  united  people  shed  their  tears  over  the 
bier  of  a devoted  patriot  and  distinguished  public 
benefactor. 

In  conveying  to  you,  my  dear  madam,  the  pro- 
posed respect  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  for  your 
person  and  character,  and  thpir  condolence  on  the 
late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  permit  me 
to  mingle  my  feelings  with  theirs,  and  to  tender, 
you  my  fervent  wishes  for  your  health,  happiness 
and  long  life.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Mrs.  Anna  Harrison. 

North  Bend,  June  24,  1S41. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  with  sentiments  of 
deep  emotion  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  which  you  have  done  me  the 


honor  of  forwarding,  relative  to  the  decease  of  my 
lamented  husband. 

I cannot  sufficiently  express  the  thanks  I owe  to 
the  nation  and  its  assembled  representatives,  for 
their  condolence,  so  feelingly  expressed,  of  my  in- 
dividual calamity,  and  the  national  bereavement; 
but,  mingling  my  tears  with  the  sighs  of  the  many 
patriots  of  the  land,  pray  to  Heaven  for  the  endur- 
ing happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try. ANNA  HARRISON. 

John  Tyler,  president  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  the  message  and 
accompanying  papers  were  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson , the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  die  justice  and  expediency  of 
reporting  a bill  to  provide  an  appropriation  of  land  to 
satisfy  the  unsatisfied  military  land  warrants  which 
have  been  issued,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  issued, 
for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  and  navy,  and  of  the  continental  army  dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  and  last  war,  in  addition  to  the 
quantity  heretofore  appropriated  by  sundry  acts  for  that 
purpose. 

The  house  adjourned  at  3 o’clock. 

Friday,  July  2.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read 
and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Penn,  in  the  chair),  on 
the  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  Pickens  took  the  floor  with  a speech  against 
the  bill,  replying  more,  particularly  to  Mr.  W.  Cost 
Johnson. 

Mr.  Randolph  followed. 

Mr.  Winthrop  spoke  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
with  great  abiiily,  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Penn,  replied  with  great  force  to 
the  speech  ofMr.  C.  Brown,  of  Penn,  particularly 
those  parts  which  attacked  the  character  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  their  state.  He  defended  the  recent  ap- 
pointments in  Philadelphia  irom  the  assaults  of  Mr. 
B and  denied  his  statements  as  to  the  character  of 
Mr.  Bela  Badger,  and  other  private  individuals  who 
were  attacked  here,  where  they  had  no  voice  to 
defend  themselves.  He  then  went  into  the  argu- 
ment on  the  subject  before  the  committee,  and  spoke 
for  some  time  in  favor  of  the  distribution. 

Mr.  Dean,  of  Ohio,  followed  him  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Habersham  then  spoke  against  the  distribu- 
tion, for  some  time;  but,  without  concluding,  he 
gave  may  to  a motion  that  the  committee  rise — 
when,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Underwood,  (on  leave)  from  the  committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  making 
further  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  pauper  lu- 
natics in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  U.  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  U.  asked  the  house  now  to  go  into  commit- 
tee on  tbe  bill,  but,  it  being  close  upon  3 o’clock, 
waived  the  motion. 

Mr.  Stanly  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
make  a motion  to  change  the  present  rule  of  the 
house  in  that  particular  which  fixes  3 o’clock  as  the 
hour  of  adjournment. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  3.  TIip  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the  speaker 
and  Mr.  Stanly,  in  relation  to  a notice  given  by  Mr. 
S.  yesterday,  ot  a motion  which  he  intended  to  sub- 
mit in  relation  to  the  hour  of  adjournment. 

The  speaker  was  understood  to  say  that  theregu- 
lar  hour  of  the  meeing  of  the  house,  by  its  order, 
was  ten  o’clock;  but  that  tile  order  which  fixed  three 
o’clock  as  Ihe  hour  of  adjournment  had  expired. 

Mr.  Stanly  was  understood  to  say  that,  such  be- 
ing the  case,  and  the  hour  of  adjournment  being  all 
that  he  wished  to  reach,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
loi  him  to  submit  any  motion. 

Mr.  Summers,  on  leave,  presented  certain  papers 
concerning  the  case,  of  contested  election  from  the 
state  of  Virginia;  which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  elections,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  the  house  again 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  Ihe 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clifford  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause — 

Mr.  Habersham,  who  held  the  floor  from  yester- 
day, resumed  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  concluded. 


Mr.  Parmenter  followed,  also  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  then  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  at  length  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sure; and  was  followed,  i.i  opposition,  by  Messrs. 
Davis,  of  N.  York,  and  McKean,  w ho  was  succeed- 
ed by  Mr.  Underwood,  in  its  favor.  Mr.  U.  having 
concluded — 

Mr.  Wise  obtained  the  floor,  and  it  being  within 
fifteen  minutes  of  3 o’clock,  and  there  being  a ge- 
neral cry  that  the  committee  rise,  Mr.  W.  submit- 
ted a motion  to  that  effect;  which  prevailing — the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by 
Mr.  Hopkins,  and  then  laid  over  by  the  rule,  was, 
on  moiion  of  Mr.  H.  taken  up,  considered,  and 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  required  to 
communicate  to  this  house,  in  as  condensed  a shape  as 
practicable,  the  following  item9  of  information,  viz: 

The  estimates  of  the  postmaster  general  for  each  year 
since  the  reorganization  of  the  post  office  department 
in  1836,  together  with  the  actual  revenue  of  each,  esti- 
mating the  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1841. 

The  amounts  shown  by  the  reports  or  accounts  of 
postmasters,  and  of  the  depositories  receiving  post  of- 
fice revenue,  to  have  been  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1841,  estimating  the  same,  if  it  be  impracticable 
promptly  to  give  it  with  perfect  accuracy. 

The  whole  amount  due  to  the  department  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1841,  divided  into  good,  doubtful  and  bad, 
estimating  the  same  if  it  cannot  be  promptly  ascertain- 
ed with  entire  accuracy. 

The  amount  received  and  reported  as  subject  to  draft 
during,  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1841,  being  the 
receipts  for  that  quarter’s  postages. 

The  rate  of  annual  cost  for  mail  transportation  on  the 
1st  of  July,  1841. 

The  nett  amount  of  retrenchment  in  the  annual  ex- 
penditures of  that  branch  of  the  service  made  by  the 
late  postmaster  general  prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

The  nett  amount  of  reduction  in  the  annual  cost  of 
that  branch  of  the  service,  present  and  prospective,  ef- 
fected since  the  4th  of  March  last,  either  by  retrench- 
ment or  savings  in  the  mail  lettings. 

The  unadjusted  claims  for  mail  transportation  pre- 
sented since  the  4th  of  March  last,  other  than  regular 
quarterly  dues,  with  the  names  of  the  claimants,  the 
specific  service  charged,  for  the  time  it  was  rendered, 
and  tbe  amount  charged  in  each  case,  with  a footing 
showing  the  aggregate  amount. 

Mr,  Weller  then  moved  that  when  this  house  ad- 
journs it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next  at  ten 
o’clock. 

Several  objections  were  made,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  asked  and  ordered. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  that,  so  far  as  he  could  learn,  the 
house  had  not  adjourned  over  on  the  4th  of  July  for 
the  last  four  years.  This  year  the  4th  of  July  hap- 
pened on  a Sunday,  ami  gentlemen  could  not  have 
a better  opportunity  of  spending  the  day  appropri- 
ately. He  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Weller 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  to  gel  rid  of  the  difficulty,  moved 
that  the  house  do  now  adjourn;  which  motion  hav- 
ing prevailed,  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday 
morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

Monday,  July  5.  The  journal  of  Saturday  was 
read  and  approved. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  Ihe 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lawrence,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clifford 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Wise,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  and 
addressed  the  committee  for  three  hours  and  a quar- 
ter. 

Mr.  W.  having  concluded  the  chairman  gave  tile 
floor  to  Mr.  Rayner,  of  N.  C.  who  moved  that  Ihe 
committee  rise;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  July  (i.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Rhett  moved  that  the  house  now  resolve  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked 
and  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  he 
had  not  a right  to  make  a report? 

The  speaker  replied  that,  as  chairman  of  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  on  the  rules,  the  gentle- 
man iiom  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Calhoun)  was  au- 
thorised to  report  at  any  time. 

This  decision  gave  rise  to  some  conversation, 
(though  no  appeal  was  taken);  after  which 

The  speaker  said  that  on  comparing  the  resolution 
under  which  the  select  committee  was  appointed 
with  Ihe  rule  in  relation  to  a suspension  of  the  rule 
to  go  into  committee,  the  chair  was  of  opinion  that 
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{inasmuch  as  both  were  privileged  motions)  pri- 
ority ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Calhoun.) — 
The  cl  lair  would  therefore  entertain  the  motion  of 
'the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett). 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows;  yeas  72,  nays  106.  So  the 
house  refused  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
rules,  then  made  the  following  report: 

“The  select  committee  on  the  rules,  in  further 
discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  report  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  amendment  of  the  127th  rule,  to  be 
added  to  the  resolution  annexed  to  that  rule: 

“And  also  of  providing  lor  the  discharge  of  the 
committee  from  the  consideration  of  any  bill  refer- 
red to  them  after  acting,  without  debate,  upon  all 
amendments  pending  and  that  may  be  offered.” 

Mr.  Medill  raised  a point  of  order  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  report.  The  chair  decided  that  it  was 
in  order  to  receive  the  report.  An  appeal  was  ta- 
ken, and  the  chair  sustained  in  his  decision,  by 
yeas  127,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  adding, 
at  the  end  thereof,  the  following  words: 

“After  it  may  or  shall  have  been  in  committee 
at  least  six  days,  provided  the  six  days’  time  shall 
not  apply  to  any  bill  which  may  be  amended  in  the 
senate,  and  committed  under  said  amended  rule.” 
Mr.  Holmes  desired  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

The  speaker  said  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so, 
the  previous  question  having  been  seconded. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Briggs;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  107,  nays  102.  So 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion,  as 
amended,  Mr  Kennedy , of  Md.  (having  voted  in  the 
affirmative),  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Briggs  had  been 
adopted,  and  moved  the  previous  question  on  that 
motion. 

And  the  question  on  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  there  was  a 
second.  And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider,  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Rhett  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were  yeas  116,  nays  100.  So  the  vote  wa3  recon- 
sidered. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  Mr.  Cooper , of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  the  previous  question;  and  there  was  a se- 
cond. And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Weller  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Briggs  again  modified  his  amendment,  by 
striking  out  “six”  days  and  inserting  “four.” 

And  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment as  modified  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  91,  nays  114.  So  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

And  the  question  again  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee — Mr.  Weller  asked 
the  veas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  were  yeas  117,  nays  95.  So  the  report  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Stanly  then  offered  the  following  resolution 
(under  the  report  just  adopted): 

Resolved,  That  the  debate  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  bill  “to 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,”  from  and  after  seven 
o’clock  this  day,  shall  cease,  unless  the  committee 
shall  report  the  bill  sooner;  and  that  after  that  hour  the 
committee  shall  vote  on  all  amendments  pending  and 
which  may  be  submitted. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  the  hour 
of  seven  instead  of  six  was  inserted  by  Mr.  Stanly. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
there  was  a second. 

Mr.  McKeon  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  were;  yeas  124,  nays  83. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Weller 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and 
being  taken  were;  yeas  119,  nays  83.  So  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

Mr.  Warren,  with  a view,  he  said,  to  carry  out 
the  reform  which  had  been  begun,  he  sent  to  the 
chair  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for 
information,  and  which  Mr.  W.  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  offer,  at  a proper  time,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  28th  rule: 

“And  that  no  member  be  allowed  to  speak  more 
than  one  hour  to  any  question  under  debate.” 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Truman  Smith, 
again  resolved  itself  info  committee  of  the  whole  on 


the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Penn,  in 
the  chair),  on  the  bill  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Clifford  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause;  Mr. 
Rayner  then  took  the  floor  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee till  past  six  o’clock. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Ky.  addressed  the  committee  in 
an  impressive  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rhett  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  R.  had  not  concluded  when  the  hour  of  seven 
arrived,  being  that  prescribed  by  the  resolution 
given  above  for  proceeding  to  vote. 

Alter  some  conversation,  some  of  it  of  rather  an 
excited  character, 

The  committee  proceeded  to  vote,  the  question 
being  on  fhe  motion  of  Mr.  Clifford  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickens  called  for  tellers,  and  Messrs.  Ren- 
cher  and  Hopkins  were  appointed  by  the  chair. 

And  the  vote  being  taken,  it  stood  ayes  104,  nocs 
121.  So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill  was  lost. 

And  the  chairman  having  declared  the  bill  to  be 
now  open  for  amendment  under  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed above,  (but  not  for  debate). 

A number  of  amendments  were  offered,  but  in 
such  rapid  succession,  and  amidst  so  much  noise, 
that  the  effort  to  keep  the  run  of  them  was  useless. 

At  a quarter  to  10  o’clock,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house.  And  the  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in. 

A motion  by  Mr.  Weller,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  by  yeas  108,  nays  119,  was  rejected. 

And  at  11  o’clock,  (under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question),  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Ba- 
ker, Barnard,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  .1.  Campbell,  Ca- 
ruthers,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clarke,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Deberiy, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L. 
Foster,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gtddings,  Guggin,  Patrick  G. 
Goode,  Green,  Greig,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  S.  Hast- 
ings, Henry,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W. 
Irwin,  James,  W.  C.  Johnson,  IsaacD.  Jones,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Lane.  Lawrence,  Linn,  Thomas  F.  Mar- 
shall, Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  B. 
Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridg- 
way,  Rodney,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Simon- 
ton,  Slade,  Smith,  Sobers,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Stokeley, 
Stratton,  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, R.  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlin- 
son, Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  Washington,  E.  D.  White,  J.  L.  White,  T. 
W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  J.  Young — 116. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beeson,  Bidtack,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brewster,  A. 

V.  Brown,  M.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Wm.  Butler,  Wttt.O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldw'ell,  P. 
C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Cary, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean,  Dintock,  Doan,  Doig, 
Eastman,  J.  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  J.  G.  Floyd 
Fornance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Wm. 
O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gustine,  Habersham, 
Harris,  J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  J. 

W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Lewis, 
Littlefield,  Lowell,  A.  McClellan,  R.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  A.  Marshall,.!.  T. 
Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  New- 
hard,  Nisbet,  Oliver,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Turney, 
Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  West- 
brook, James  W.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood — 103. 

A motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  wat  made  and 
rejected.  And  at  20  minutes  past  11  o’clock,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  JulyT.  After  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal— Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan,  arose  and  stated 
that  while  the  distribution  bill  was  under  discus- 
sion yesterday  evening,  in  consequence  of  sudden 
indisposition  he  w-as  compelled  to  absent  himself 
from  the  hall,  and  for  that  reason  was  not  present 
when  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill;  that  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  in  the  af- 
firmative, and,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  record  his  vote 
in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  speaker  replied  that  leave  could  not  be  grant- 
ed but  by  unanimous  consent. 

Objection  being  made,  leave  was  denied. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill,  making  appropriations  for 
various  fortifications,  for  ordnance,  and  for  prevent- 
ing and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities.  Mr.  F.  mov- 


ed that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  toamenil  this  motion,  by  add- 
ing the  following  instructions,  viz: 

“To  report  a provision  that  the  nett  proceeds  of 
sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  appropriated  and 
applied  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works  specified  in  the  bill,  and  shall 
be  thus  applied  and  appropriated  yearly,  until  the 
said  works  shall  be  completed.” 

The  chair  decided  this  motion  not  to  be  in  order, 
as  it  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the  refusal  of  the 
house,  last  evening,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
it  had  passed  a bill  making  a different  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Atherton  took  an  appeal. 

The  question  of  order  was  argued  for  some  time 
by  Messrs.  Atherton,  Fillmore,  Calhoun,  Cave  John- 
son, Bidlack  and  Bolls.  When 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Ather- 
ton on  fhe  table. 

The  yea3  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  was  carried:  yeas 
108,  nays  77. 

And  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Fillmore,  after  a 
motion  for  the  previous  question  had  been  made  by 
Mr.  Morgan,  and  carried,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Wise,  from  the  commitiee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a bill  making  an  appropriation  lor  the  pur- 
chase of  naval  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and 
for  other  purposes,  accompanied  by  a report  in 
writing;  which  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  ol  the  union. 

Mr.  Thomas  Butler  King,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  a report  on  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  support  of  a home  squadron,  accompa- 
nied by  a bill  making  appropriations  lor  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  such  squadron;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a commitiee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union. 

Ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  5,000  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  report  and  bill  be  printed. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  be  directed  to 
furnish  the  committee  on  mileage  with  a set  of  maps, 
containing  the  post  roads  antf  distances,  in  order  to 
enable  said  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  the  dis- 
tances of  the  members  of  this  house — the  cost  not  to 
exceed  seventy-five  dollars. 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order 
to  take  up  and  consider  a resolution  reported  by 
him  yesterday  confining  every  gentleman  to  a 
speech  of  one  hour. 

The  motion  prevailed;  ayes  118,  noes  53.  So  the 
rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  having  been  su«pened,  Mr.  W. 
observed  that  the  reasons  for  this  resolution  were 
fully  understood,  moved  the  previous  question;  it 
was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  it  was 
carried  by  ypas  and  nays  a3  follows:  yeas  1 11,  nays 
75.  Mr.  W.  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
and  demanded  the  previous  question;  which  pre- 
vailed, and  the  reconsideration  was  rejected. 

The  house  then,  ott  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass,  in  the  chair). 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  motion  prevailed — ayes 
110.  The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr. 
Cushing  moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Underwood  concurred  in  the  motion. 

And  the  preamble  was  stricken  out,  and  the  first 
section  verbally  amended. 

A discussion  arose  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in 
which  Messrs.  C.  Johnson,  Undenvood,  Rosevelt, 
Weller,  Steenrod,  Mallory,  J.  T.  Mason,  Morgan, 
Sergeant,  Browne  and  Randall,  of  Maryland,  parti- 
cipated. 

The  bill  was  read  through,  and  then  laid  on  the 
table  to  be  reported  to  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  committee  next 
took  up  the  bill  making  provision  fora  loan  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  irredeemable  for  eight 
years. 

The  bill  was  read  through,  and  then  read  by  sec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Fillmore  went  into  a general  analysis  of  the 
bill,  and  concluded  with  a bt iefcomparison  between 
a loan  and  treasury  notes  as  a measure  of  supply, 
and  avowed  his  prefeience  for  a loan  as  more  con- 
venient anti  also  more  open  and  manly. 

Mr.  Gordon  rose  and  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  having  concluded,  Mr.  Fillmore 
moved  for  the  rising  of  the  committee;  which  mo- 
tion prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  District  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  insane,  and  re- 
ported progress  on  the  loan  bill;  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Anthracite  coal.  The  United  States  Gazette  states 
that  1,731  boats,  averaging  54  tons  each,  have  passed 
the  Fairmount  weigh  locks  since  the  opening  of  ihe 
navigation  to  the  first  instant,  of  which  number  1,523 
destined  for  the  Philadelphia  and  208  for  the  New  York 
market. 


Departure. 
Great  Western 
Great  Wesiern 

Columbia 

Britannia 

Caledonia 


ATLANTIC  STEAMERS. 
From  England. 

July  14 
Sept.  1 

From  Liverpool. 
June  4 
June  19 
July  4 


From  N.  York. 
August  7 
Sept.  25 
From  Boston. 
July  1 
July  17 
Aug.  1 


Biography  of  James  Monroe.  Samuel  Gouver- 
neur,  esq.  is  engaged  in  writing  the  biography  of  James 
Monroe,  which  will  probably  be  one  of  the  most  inte- 
resting that  has  been  published  in  this  country.  Mr. 
G.  being  the  son  in-law  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  having 
had  bequeathed  to  him  all  the  papers  of  that  illustrious 
statesman,  will  be  enabled  to  accomplish  his  under- 
taking with  singular  advantages. 


China.  We  are  given  to  understand  that  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  sir  Henry  Pottinger,  on  proceeding  as 
commissioner  to  Canton  to  supercede  captain  Elliot, 
were  warlike  against  the  Chinese  to  an  extreme  de- 
gree. [ London  Courier. 

Cotton.  The  demand  has  improved,  and  a slight 
advance  in  price,  at  the  last  dates  from  England. 

At  Charleston  last  week  3,134  bales  Upland  sold  at 
8 to  13^  cents,  339  Sea  Island  at  24  to  40.  The  better 
qualities  in  demand. 

Crops.  The  harvest  south  of  us,  has  been  gathered, 
and  nortli  of  us  is  now  being  secured.  It  is  presumed 
from  the  tenor  of  the  public  papers  which  reach  us 
that  the  product  has  been  about  an  average  in  this 
section  of  the  union,  the  same  south  of  us,  and  rather 
over  an  avarage  north  of  us.  We  have  noticed  but 
few  complaints  from  any  direction;  and  therefrom 
infer  an  abundance  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  sup- 
ply our  wants  for  the  season,  and  a considerable  sur- 
plus to  relieve  the  wants  of  others — if  they  will  only 
allow  us  to  offer  it  to  them. 

The  wheat  crop  of  Michigan,  it  is  thought  will  reach 
between  4,000.000  and  5,000,000  bushels. 

Accounts  from  Texas  state,  that  their  crops  promise 
a most  luxuriant  harvest. 


Deaths  during  the  last  week,  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more 53;  twenty-six  of  which  were  under  two  years 
of  age,  9 free  colored  and  3 slaves. 

Nine  soldiers,  attached  to  an  English  regiment,  sta- 
tioned at  the  falls  on  the  Canada  side,  deserted  and  at- 
tempted to  reach  the  opposite  shore  by  swimming  across 
the  river,  in  which  attempt  only  two  were  successful, 
the  remaining  seven  having  been  drowned  while  on 
their  way  across. 

Fires.  It  is  stated  in  a letter  from  Carlsruhe  that  on 
the  night  of  the  23d  ult.  the  small  town  of  Parsberg 
was  entirely  burnt  down;  224  houses  were  consumed. 

An  extensive  conflagration  at  the  town  of  Crediton, 
Devonshire,  had  entirely  destroyed  no  less  than  forty 
dwelling  houses. 

Astley’s  Amphi-theatre,  was  destroyed  for  the  third 
time  in  its  history,  with  all  its  contents — including  the 
Eglingtoun  tournament  suits  of  armor.  Mr.  Ducrow’s 
loss  is LE10.000,  and  no  insurance.  About  80  houses 
in  the  neighborhood  were  destroyed  and  one  woman 
lost  her  life. 


Flour.  At  Boston  commands  from  $5  75  to  $6  00; 
at  N.  York  $5  56;  at  Philadelphia  $5  50;  at  Baltimore 
$5  50  to  $5  62;  Alexandria  $5  50  store  price,  $5  12 \ 
from  wagons.  Inspections  at  Alexandria  for  the  quar- 
ter ending  30th  June,  11,152  barrels  445  half  barrels. 

Fugitive  slave.  The  brig  Woodstock,  capt.  Davis, 
says  the  Savannah  Georgian,  of  the  19th  inst.  arrived 
at  this  port  yesterday,  from  Boston,  had  on  board  a ne- 
gro slave  named  Peter,  the  property  of  Jonathan  Lucas, 
of  Charleston,  S.  C.  who  was  found  secreted  on  board 
the  British  ship  Wilson,  from  Charleston,  bound  to 
Liverpool,  who,  two  days  out,  fell  in  with  the  brig  Re- 
porter, capt.  Hawthorn,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Bos- 
ton, bound  to  Boston,  and  put  the  said  fugitive  slave 
on  board,  with  a request,  that  immediately  on  his  arri- 
val at  that  port,  he  would  put  him  on  board  the  first 
vessel  bound  to  the  south,  which  he  did,  by  delivering 
him  to  captain  Davis. 

Galena.  A shipment  of  250  sacks  of  wheat  has 
been  made  from  Galena  for  below — the  first  ever  ex- 
ported from  that  part  of  the  country. 

Harvard  college.  The  Boston  Mail  states  that  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  prevailed  among  the  officers 
and  students  of  Harvard  college,  at  the  discovery  of  an 
attempt  to  fire  one  of  the  buildings,  near  the  library. — 
A train  of  powder  was  laid,  communicating  with  the 
library,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  vigilant  exertions  of 
a tutor  and  a professor,  the  valuable  library,  containing 
upwards  of  450,000  volumes,  exclusive  of  duplicates, 
would  have  been  totally  destroyed. 

Harvard  college,  says  the  Boston  Courier,  is  in  a state 
of  complete  insubordination  and  disorder.  The  stu- 
dents refuse  to  attend  at  the  recitations,  or  to  submit  in 
any  other  way  to  the  authority  of  the  officers.  They 
have  put  forth  verbally,  a “second  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence,’’ and  demand  the  expulsion  of  one  of  the  tu- 
tors. The  officers,  of  course,  refuse  them  this  small 
favor,  being  more  accustomed  to  expel  students  than 


tutors.  The  burning  of  a wooden  building  on  the  col- 
lege ground,  a few  days  ago,  is  supposed  to  be  connect- 
ed with  these  troubles.  The  affair  grew  out  of  an  at- 
tempt to  suppress  a “Hasty  Pudding  club.” 

Later  accounts  state  that  harmony  has  been  restored 
again. 

Harrodsburg  celebration.  “The  sixty-sixth  anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  Kentucky,  was  celebrated 
at  Harrodsburg  on  the  16th  and  17th  inst.  On  the  16th, 
between  7 and  10,000  persons,  among  tiwm  about  1,500 
ladies,  were  present.  On  the  17th  an  oration  was  de- 
livered by  the  hon.  Benj.  Hardin.  Eight  or  ten  military 
companies,  artillery,  infantry  and  cavalry,  comprising 
about  400  men,  united  in  the  celebration.  The  venera- 
ble Mrs.  Harrod  was  present;  she  is  now  well  stricken  in 
years,  and  to  a great  decree  bed-ridden,  yet  her  eye  has 
the  same  eagle  glance  mat  it  had  when  she  looked  on, 
undismayed,  at  the  deadly  conflicts  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  whites.  Mrs.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
were  also  there,  two  of  the  relics  of  those  times  of 
blood  and  danger.  These  venerable  matrons  are  now 
all  (with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  French),  who  survive  of 
the  little  company  of  females  who  first  penetrated  the 
forests  of  the  dark  and  bloody  ground.  Of  the  old  pio- 
neers of  that  period,  we  saw  but  few,  and  none  of  them 
were  known  to  us  by  name,  except  Mr.  John  Ward,  ot 
Ohio  conuty,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  gallant  band 
by  whom  McAfee’s  station  was  defended.’’ 

Intemperance  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  estimated 
that  twenty  millions  of  gallons  of  spiritous  liquors,  are 
annually  consumed — bringing  a revenue  to  govern- 
ment, by  duties  and  excise,  of  between  seven  and  eight 
millions  of  pounds  sterling!  Rev.  J.  Ford,  in  his  ob- 
servations on  the  temperance  pledge,  says  that  in  the 
course  of  one  year  95,000  offenders,  through  drunken- 
ness alone,  were  committed  to  prison  in  England  and 
Wales,  in  the  metropolitan  suburbs,  the  year  1831 
witnessed  no  fewer  than  31,351  persons,  many  of  them 
juvenile  delinquents,  taken  into  custody,  the  victims  oj 
intemperance  alone.  The  same  authority  states  that 
one-half  of  all  madness,  three-fourths  of  all  beggary, 
and  four-fifths  of  all  crime,  are  occasioned  by  drunken- 
ness. 

Loans.  The  New  York  canal  commissioners  have 
advertised  for  a loan  of  $190,000  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  canal — $47,500  for  the  construction  of  the  Ge- 
nesee Valley  canal — and  $22,500  for  the  construction 
of  the  Black  river  canal. 

McLeod  case.  The  New  York  American  says,  that 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  nowin 
session  at  Utica,  in  the  case  of  McLeod  will  be  given 
in  a few  days.  All  the  members  of  the  court  have  pre- 
pared written  opinions. 

Mail  robbers.  Nine  cases  of  mail  robbery  were 
tried  in  the  late  U.  S.  district  court,  held  at  Canan- 
daigua. The  parties  indicted  were  George  Wright, 
stage  driver,  Levi  Velley,  boatman,  John  D.  Wright, 
clerk  in  the  post  office,  at  Newark,  Henry  C.  Gilbert, 
assistant  in  the  office  at  Gaines,  Alfred  Hotton,  John 
Harrington  — Mills  and  — Hutchinson.  These  last 
two,  with  Vealey  and  John  D.  Wright,  robbed  in  con- 
cert. Wright  confessed  and  was  admitted  to  testify 
on  behalf  uf  the  United  States.  Mills  gave  bail  ana 
absconded,  and  Hutchinson  was  never  arrested.  The 
robberies  committed  by  these  parties  were  extensive 
and  long  continued. 

Charles  Lancaster,  late  postmaster  in  Carrolton,  in 
Illinois,  was  tried  at  the  late  term  of  the.  U.  S.  court  in 
Springfield,  on  an  indictment  for  purloining  money 
from  letters,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 

James  McCabe,  charged  with  having  robbed  the 
mail  between  Springfield  and  Shelbyvtlle,  plead  guilty, 
and  was  sentenced  to  ten  years  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor  in  the  penitentiary. 

M.  W.  Andrews,  of  Paris,  who  was  apprehended  on 
suspicion  of  having  robbed  the  mail,  was  released — no 
indictment  having  been  found  against  him — the  proofs 
not  being  sufficient  to  support  the  charge. 

The  mile  sickness.  The  Louisville  Journal  states 
that  further  experience  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  has  es- 
tablished the  fact  that  “milk  sickness”  may  be  prevent- 
ed by  salting  the  cattle  freely. 

Mormonites.  The  ship  Harmony  arrived  at  Quebec 
from  Bristol  on  the  26th  ult.  all  the  passengers  by  which 
vesst-l  are  Mormonites,  on  their  way  to  Illinois.  They 
are  attended  by  two  of  their  prophets,  and  are  decent 
looking  people. 

New  York  canals.  There  were  received  for  tolls 
on  the  New  York  state  canals  during  the  last  week  in 
June,  1841,  $65,703  55 

Same  period  in  1840,  48,094  20 


Excess  in  favorof  1841,  $17,609  35 

There  were  received  for  tolls  during  the  month  of 

.Tune,  1841,  $254,277  09 

Same  period  in  1840,  205,918  61 


Increase  in  1841,  $48,35S  48 

Pittsburg  trade  with  Mexico.  The  Pittsburg  In- 
telligencer says,  the  trade  and  commerce  ol  that  city 
with  Santa  Fe,  Chiclmahue,  and  the  leading  towns  of 
Mexico,  are  gradually  increasing.  Six  horse  wagons 
are  construcied  in  Pittsburg,  loaded  with  assorted 
goods  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  transported 
to  Independence  in  Missouri,  and  there  driven  across 
the  country  to  Mexico,  where  they  were  sold  and  paid 
for  in  specie  or  the  best  funds. 


Presidential.  The  Pennsylvanians  are  taking  the 
field  early  for  the  next  canvass.  The  “Old  Ironsides 
club’’  recently  formed  at  Philadelphia  are  already  com- 
promitted  for  commodore  Stewart.  The  Harrisburg 
Chronicle  conies  out  in  favor  of  general  Scott,  and  is 
for  instituting  “Chippaway  clubs”  and  trying  “Old 
Chip’’ as  a substitute  for  “Old  Tip.’’  The  Harrisburg 
Telegraph  takes  the  same  direction. 

Public  lands.  The  public  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
advertised  to  take  place  at  Chicaao  and  Dixon,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  have  been  indefinitely  postponed,  in 
consequence  of  urgent  representations  from  the  settlers 
in  that  country  against  the  sales  being  made  at  the 
present  time. 

Red  river  raft.  Colonel  Long,  of  the  United 
States  corps  of  engineers,  has  just  completed  a survey 
of  the  raft,  and  is  led  to  believe  that  the  $75,000  appropri- 
ated by  congress  will  suffice  to  clear  it  out  entirely,  and 
keep  the  river  clear  in  future. 

Short  session.  The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
adjourned  on  Saturday,  after  a session  of  three  days 
and  a half.  What  a happy  thing  it  would  be  if  our 
national  congress  would  take  this  legislature  as  a mo- 
del. [Sun. 

State  debts.  All  the  states  have  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  due  on  the  1st  inst.  on  their 
several  loans,  except  Mississippi  and  Indiana.  The 
former  has  made  no  effort  to  meet  her  obligation;  Indi- 
ana on  the  contrary  imposed  a tax  and  appropriated 
funds,  but  placed  a restriction  upon  the  operations  of 
her  agents,  which  prevented  their  effecting  a negotia- 
tion- 

Steel,  of  an  excellent  quality,  is  now  manufactured 
at  Pittsburg. 

Steamers.  The  Acadia  arrived  at  Halifax  from 
Boston  on  the  13th,  took  in  32  additional  passengers, 
and  probably  left  the  same  evening  for  Liverpool. 

Steamboats.  The  Clarksville,  capt.  Irvin,  of  Nash- 
ville, struck  a snag  about  twenty  miles  below  Point 
Chicot,  Mississippi  river,  and  sunk  in  two  minutes. — 
Boat  and  cargo  a total  loss.  Passengers  and  crew 
(except  two  negro  deck  hands,  supposed  to  be  drown- 
ed), were  all  saved  on  the  upper  cabin,  which  parted 
from  the  hull  as  the  boat  went  down.  Most  of  the 
persons  on  board,  floated  on  this  wreck  for  the  dis- 
tance of  eighteen  miles.  The  ladies,  three  or  four  in 
number,  were  landed  in  a skiff,  at  the  distance  of  eight 
or  ten  miles.  The  whole  were  relieved  in  three  or  four 
hours  by  the  steamer  Eliza,  of  and  for  St.  Louis. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  of  Pa.  at  New  York  18alSi. 

Suicides.  During  the  year  1839  there  were  2,747 
suicides  in  France. 

Slavers.  From  the  1st  July,  1840,  to  the  3rd  April, 
1841,  eleven  slavers  were  captured  by  British  cruisers 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  carried  into  St.  Helena — 
on  board  of  which  were  found  fourteen  hundred  and 
seventy-three  slaves. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  London  left  New  York 
on  the  1st  inst.  having  $60,000  from  one  house  on  board. 

Swaktwout.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Dayton,  who  went  out  in  the  Great  Western,  is  to 
bring  back  Samuel  Swartwout,  who  is  reported  to  be 
residing  in  London  in  great  penury. 

A New  York  paper  says  that,  among  other  tilings 
which  have  been  developed  in  the  course  of  the  cus- 
tom house  investigation,  is  the  fact  that  Samuel  Swart- 
wout’s  defalcation  amounted  to  only  about  $400,000, 
and  that  the  remaining  $600,000  were  pocketed  by  his 
successors,  and  very  unceremoniously  put  to  his  ac- 
count. 

A thief  detector  has  been  invented  by  a Mr.  W. 
P.  Banher,  of  Boston,  which  is  a piece  of  machinery 
introduced  into  locks,  and  attached  to  an  air  chamber. 
When  the  machinery  is  set  in  motion,  it  opens  a whis- 
tle like  that  attached  to  the  locomotives,  which  con- 
tinues to  blow  and  sound  an  alarm  until  the  machine 
is  run  down. 

Tin.  The  tin  ore  lately  discovered  in  Jackson* 
Coos  county,  New  Hampshire,  by  Dr.  Jackson,  the 
state  geologist,  is  said  to  be  very  abundant.  It  is  the 
only  place  in  the  United  States  where  tin  ore  has  been 
found  it:  any  quantity.  In  fact,  there  are  hut  three  or 
four  tin  mines  in  the  wide  world,  where  the  article  is 
produced  on  an  extensive  scale. 

Tobacco.  Maryland  inferior  and  common  are  iri 
demand  at  $4a$4  50;  middling  and  good  $5a$7  50; 
better  qualities  though  in  less  demand,  command  $8  a 
$8  50  for  good,  and  $9  to  $13  for  fine. 

Ohio  fully  sustains  former  rates,  viz:  common  to 
middling  $4  50  to  $5  25;  good  $5  50  to  $6;  fine  red 
and  wrappery  $8  to  $12;  price  yellow  $7  50  to  $12. 

The  inspections  of  the  week  comprising  456  hhds. 
Maryland;  401  hhds.  Ohio;  13  hhds.  Kentucky;  1 
hhd.  Pennsylvania;  and  14  hhds.  Virginia — total  885 
hhds. 

University  of  Virginia.  Judge  Henry  St.  George 
Tucker,  president  of  the  court  of  appeals,  has  been 
elected  by  the  visiters  to  the  professorship  of  law  of  the 
university  of  Virginia.  The  advocate  predicts  for  this 
appointment  general  approbation. 

The  general  court  of  Virginia  have  decided  to  admit 
to  bail  young  Semnies,  who  is  confined  charged  with 
the  murder  of  professor  Davis,  of  the  Virginia  univer- 
sity. The  bail  exacted  is  $25,000. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
tvilh  Ike  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Joseph  Eve,  charge  d’affaires  to  Texas. 

Isaac  Rann  Jackson,  charge  d'affaires  to  Den- 
mark. 

Walter  Forward,  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury 
of  the  U.  S. 

Elisha  Whittlesey,  auditor  of  the  treasury  for  the 
post  office  department  of  the  U.  S. 

Paul  Rossignoi,  superintendent  of  the  branch  mint 
at  Dahlonega,  in  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Captains  Win.  M.  Crane  and  David  Conner,  to 
be  commissioners  of  the  navy  board. 

Fitch  VV.  Taylor,  Thompsons.  Harris  and  Chas. 
H.  Alden,  to  be  chaplains  in  the  navy. 

Navy  agents. 

Jackson  Morton,  lor  the  port  of  Pensacola,  Fa. 

Timothy  Upkain,  for  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  N. 
Hampshire. 

attorney. 

Charles  Anthony,  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Ohio. 

Marshals. 

Gervais  Fontenot,  (or  the  western  district  of  I.oui- 
siana. 

Demos  Adams,  for  the  district  of  Ohio. 

William  B.  Blackburn,  for  the  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Officers  of  the  customs — Collectors. 

Jeremiah  Brooks,  at  York,  Maine,  vice  Josh.  P. 
J unkins. 

Joseph  Thompson,  at  Fairfield,  Conn,  vice  Sa- 
muel Simons. 

John  N.  Sherburne,  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Henry  Addison,  at  Georgetown,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

James  G.  Hampton,  at  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey. 

Henry  W.  Kinsman,  at  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Cha3.  W.  Kelso,  al  Presque  Isle,  Pa. 

Chas.  M.  Smith,  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

Mose3  Shaw,  at  Wiscasset,  Me. 

Naval  officers. 

John  McClintock,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  Hampshire. 

Thomas  M.  Clark,  al  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Surveyors. 

George  H.  Cockrell,  at  Dumfries,  Virginia. 

Robert  Edmonds,  at  Carter’s  Creek,  Virginia. 

Elkanah  French,  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

Henry  C urtis,  at  Madisonville,  Louisiana. 

Wm.J.  Edelcn,  at  Lie wellensburg,  Maryland, 
vice  Alovsius,  Thompson. 

Giles  R Ilallam,  at  Stonington,  Conn,  vice  Ben- 
jamin Pomeroy. 

Martin  Feasure,  at  Swansborough,  N.  C. 

Stephen  Daniel,  at  Salem,  Mass. 

Appraiser. 

Robert  M.  Wellman,  at  New  Orleans,  La.  vice 
Cyrus  Bradley. 

Land  officers — Surveyor  general. 

William  Pelham,  for  Arkansas. 

Registers. 

William  Polk,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

William  T.  Noel,  at  Cr.awfordsville,  Indiana. 

Receivers. 

Samuel  Lewis,  at  Poit  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Win.  G.  Armstrong,  at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana. 

Jeiemiah  Grover,  at  Wmemac,  Indiana. 

Deputy  postmasters.  William  Jones,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C ; William  Debuys,  at  New  Orleans;  Plait 
B . Fairchild,  at  Ogdensbnrg,  N.  Y.;  William  Stu- 
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art,  at  Chicago,  III.;  Charles  L.  Porter,  at  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Resignation.  On  Saturday  last,  the  hon.  John 
Davis,  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Massachusetts,  resigned  that  office,  the 
duties  of  which  he  had  worthily  discharged  during 
a period  of  forty  years. 

Tariff  of  duties  of  Venezuela.  Depart- 
ment of  stale  July  12,  184 1.  Information  has  been 
officially  received  from  the  government  of  Vene- 
zuela ot  the  following  changes  in  the  tariff  of  du- 
ties on  exports  and  imports  of  that  republic,  which 
changes  are  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July: 

1.  All  duties  on  exports  from  the  ports  of  the  re- 
public cease. 

2.  The  following  articles  will  hereafter  be  ad- 
mitted into  those  ports  free  from  import  duty: 

Bricks,  bran,  moulds  for  sugar  mills,  living  ani- 
mals of  all  kinds,  ploughs,  pease,  rice,  oats,  scarfs 
for  the  use  of  churches,  drills,  casks  and  barrels, 
pumps  of  wood  or  iron  for  irrigation,  coal,  carts  or 
wagons,  wheelbarrows,  surplices  and  oilier  gar- 
ments for  priests,  collections  of  books  of  music  or 
drawings  and  paper  prepared  for  music  or  draw- 
ings, columns  ol  all  kinds  for  buildings,  iron  cook- 
ing stoves,  jackets,  staves,  juniper  berries,  baggage 
of  passengers,  statues  of  all  sorts,  copper  or  iron 
sugar  or  still  boilers,  dutch  ovens,  beans,  engrav- 
ings, mathematical  or  other  scientific  instruments, 
boats  ot  iron  or  wood,  set  up  or  in  pieces,  lentils, 
parts  of  sugar  mills,  printed  books  and  maps,  files, 
Indian  corn,  apples,  cotton  gins,  machines  for 
dredging,  mining,  spinning,  weaving,  shelling  corn, 
steam  engines,  gold  and  silver,  pans  of  copper,  brass, 
or  zinc,  potatoes,  printing  paper,  carriage  and  cart 
wheels,  seeds,  brushes. 

3.  The  duties  on  the  following  articles  have  been 
diminished,  and  will  in  future  be  thus: 


Boots  for  men,  the  pair, 

$1  00 

Do.  for  boys,  do. 

75 

Pitch,  Ihe  quintal. 

1 00 

Beer  in  bottles,  the  dozen, 

80 

Do.  in  other  vessels,  arroba, 

50 

Brooms  of  all  sorts,  the  dozen, 

50 

Pepper,  the  quintal, 

3 00 

Slates,  each 

6 

Tallow'  in  lump,  the  quintal, 

2 00 

Do.  manufactured,  do. 

4 00 

Cider  in  bottles,  the  dozen. 

80 

Do.  in  other  vessel-,  arroba, 

50 

White  pine  boards,  the  1,000  feet, 

4 00 

Pitch  pine  boards,  do. 

6 00 

Siloes  lor  men,  t tie  pair, 

30 

Do.  for  women  do. 

20 

Do.  for  children,  do. 

6 

The  Mediterranean  squadron.  Correspon- 
dence in  relation  to  the  return  of  the  Mediterranean 
squadron  to  the  United  States. 

Navy  department,  June  16,  1841. 

The  secretary  ol  (he  navy,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  12th 
inst.  requesting  (he  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  that  body,  “if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  tile  coires- 
ponileiice  of  tile  minister  in  England  with  the  of- 
ficers of  t he  Mediterranean  squadron,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  squadron  ielt  that  station,  and 
(he  despatches  of  captain  Bolton  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  connected  with  that  movement,”  has 
the  honor  to  report  to  the  president  the  accompany- 
ing paper,  embracing  the  correspondence  and  de- 
spatches called  for.  Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  E.  BADGER. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

U.  S.  frigate  Brandywine, 

Off  Long  Island,  May  9,  1841. 

Sir:  I have  confided  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Stewart  the 
delivery  of  my  despatches,  to  the  department,  which 
will  inlorm  it  of  the  circumstances  that  influenced 
me  in  quitting  the  Mediterranean  to  return  to  the 
United  States. 

The  ship  has  ariived  in  condition  for  any  pur- 
pose the  government  may  designate,  and  I shall 


| feel  most  happy  to  meet  its  w ishes.  The  officers 
and  crew  are  of  first  rate  character;  have  acted  in 
great  unison;  their  discipline  and  practice  perfect, 
and  I therefore  trust  that  no  necessity  may  exist  of 
separating  one  from  the  other. 

On  any  point  on  which  you  may  need  informa- 
tion further  than  what  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments afford,  I refer  you  to  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has 
been  in  close  association  w ith  me  since  I left  home; 
and,  ignorant  of  any  present  circumstances  w hich 
may  at  once  determine  the  department  in  the  fu- 
ture employment  ol  this  ship,  I would  venture  with- 
out delay  to  express,  through  him,  my  own  view3 
and  wishes  in  the  case. 

I have  instructed  this  gentleman  to  await  the 
pleasure  of  the  department;  as  soon  as  that  is  un- 
derstood, he  is  to  return  to  me.  If  your  duties  ad- 
mit of  it,  I would  be  gratified  to  receive  a visit  irom 
you. 

My  intention  is  to  keep  every  body  by  t he  ship 
until  I hear  from  you. 

In  coming  home,  I forego  the  attractions  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  place  at  your  disposal  an  ef- 
fective ship,  so  far  as  she  can  be  rendered  such  by 
my  aid,  which  may  be  needed  by  you.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obdlient 
servant,  W.  C.  BOLTON,  captain. 

To  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Minutes  of  proceedings  of  a council  composed  of  the 

commanders  of  vessels  of  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ron, under  the  command  of  com.  Isaac  Hull. 

On  the  24th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1841,  com- 
modore Hull  issued  his  orders,  calling  a meeting  on 
board  the  United  Stales  ship  Ohio,  in  the  harbor  of 
Mahon,  island  of  Minorca,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  of 
the  same  day,  of  tile  following  officers,  viz:  captain 
William  Compton  Bolton,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Brandywine,  captain  Elie  A.  L.  Lavallette, 
commanding  the  U.S.  ship  Ohio,  and  commander 
Ralph  Voorhees,  commanding  the  U.  S.  sloop  of- 
war  Preble. 

The  officers  named  assembled  in  the  poop-deck 
cabin  of  the  United  States  ship  Ohio,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  com.  Isaac  Hull,  on  the  day  and  at  the  time 
required. 

Com.  Hull  briefly  stated  the  objects  of  the  meet- 
ing; and  to  more  fully  elucidate  it,  directed  his  se- 
cretary to  read  the  following,  viz: 

Gentlemen:  Com.  Hull  desires  to  say,  he  has 
called  you  Together  for  the  purpose  of  placing  be- 
fore you  a letter  lie  has  received  from  the  minister 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain, 
enclosing  publications  taken  from  the  newspapers 
in  relation  to  the  existing  difficulties  which  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  that 
lie  is  without  instructions  from  (he  government  in 
relation  to  those  difficulties;  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  tile  case,  lie  deems  it  necessary  that  some 
preparatory  movement  should  take  place  in  the 
squadron  under  his  command. 

Commodore  Hull,  therefore,  desires  to  hear  your 
views  in  relation  to  that  meastne,  and  stales  as  his 
own  the  following,  viz:  There  are  three  posilion3 
which  the  squadron  can  select  from;  1st,  to  proceed 
to  Toulon,  where  the  eailiest  information  could  be 
received,  and  w here  perhaps  instructions  from  Ihe 
government  of  the  U.  States  would  probably  leach 
hi  in  earlier  than  at  any  other  point.  2d,  to  proceed 
out  of  the  Mediterranean  to  some  point  where  he 
could  here  the  result  of  the  existing  difficulties;  and 
3d,  to  put  the  squadron  in  motion  to  return  to  the  U. 
States.  The  last,  however,  without  inure  definite 
information  or  instruction  from  Ihe  navy  department, 
com.  Hull  is  not  much  in  favor  of.  Com.  Hull  de- 
sires to  hear  your  sentiments  on  those  propositions, 
and  will  also  be  glad  to  hear  any  others  that  may 
strike  you  as  better  adapted  to  the  present  doubtful 
and  uncertain  position  in'  which  he  is  left. 

After  this,  the  said  secretary  to  commodore  Hull 
was  directed  to  read  ttie  letter  hereunto  appended, 
from  his  excellency,  A.  Stevenson,  United  States 
envoy,  dated  “London,  March  8th,  1841,”  and  from 
John  Hare  Powell,  esq.  dated  London,  “March  tltli, 
1841,”  wdien  tfie  following  views  and  sentiments 
were  expressed  by  captain  Wm.  Compton  Bolton: 
That  he  had  reflected  upon  this  subject,  and  was  at 
first  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  squadron 
should  at  once  proceed  to  Toulon,  but  that,  on  fur- 
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ther  consideration,  he  was  convinced  that  the  pro- 
per and  only  availablecourse  to  pursue  was  to  leave 
the  Mediterranean,  and  to  proceed  outside,  where 
information  of  events,  and  the  actual  state  of  affairs 
could  be  learned,  by  or  from  vessels  traversing  be- 
tween the  U.  States  and  Great  Britain;  and  if  hosti- 
lities were  to  be  resorted  to,  the  squadron  would 
then  be  so  situated  as  to  be  enabled  to  render  effi- 
cient aid  at  sea,  or  might  proceed  to  the  IF.  States 
where  its  services  would  be  available  on  the  coast, 
or  in  our  harbors;  the  ships  might  be  converted  into 
moving  harbor  batteries,  to  be  manned  by  militia  or 
soldiers,  and  our  seamen  disposed  of  on  the  lakes,  or 
to  advantage  otherwise.  Another  very  great  con- 
sideration is,  that  by  taking  this  course,  the  policy 
or  plan  ot  our  government  in  conducting  the  threat- 
ening war,  and  of  which  we  are  now  entirely  igno- 
rant, would  be  ascertained.  And  in  case  of  a fa- 
vorable termination  of  the  existing  difficulties  the 
squadron  could  return  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  re- 
sume its  station  there. 

The  views  of  capt.  Bolton  were  fully  assented  to 
by  capt.  Elie  A.  T.  Lavallette,  and  by  com.  Ralph 
Voorhees. 

And  to  which  com.  Hull  replied,  I am  prepared 
to  pursue  that  course. 

It  was  then  suggested  by  captain  Wm.  Compton 
Bolton,  that  definite  aclion  on  the  movements  of 
the  squadron,  had  better  be  suspended  until  it 
should  be  ascertained  if  a French  steamer  from  Tou- 
lon, then  about  entering  the  harbor  of  Mahon, 
brought  later  news  than  was  already  at  hand,  which 
suggestion  was  adopted,  and  the  council  broke  up. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  French  steamer 
brought  no  information  to  change  the  views  already 
formed,  expressed  and  assented  to,  the  officers  be- 
fore named,  again  met  on  the  same  day  in  Mahon, 
at  half  past  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  when  a verbal  order 
was  given  by  com.  Isaac  Hull,  to  the  following  ef- 
fect, viz:  that  every  preparation  should  be  made  to 
proceed  to  sea  to-morrow,  the  25lh  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1841. 

The  foregoing  minutes  contain  the  views  express- 
ed, in  corroboration  of  which,  we  hereunto  affix  our 
names. 

Done  in  Mahon,  island  of  Minorca,  the  24th  day 
of  March,  1831.  W.  C.  Bolton,  captain. 

E.  A.  T.  Lavallette, 
Ralph  Voorhees,  coni' r. 
Isaac  Hull,  commander-in- 
l chief  of  the  U.  S.  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Attest:  John  Etheridge, 

commodoi  e’s  secretary. 

The  foregoing  is  a true  copy. 

JOHN  ETHERIDGE,  com.  sec. 

London , March  8,  1841. 

Dear  sir:  Although  I am  ignorant  of  your  plans, 
and  take  it  for  granted  you  hear  regularly  from  our 
government,  I yet  deem  it  proper  to  write  and  ap- 
prise you  of  the  excitement  which  prevails  here  and 
the  fears  which  many  entertain  that  we  may  be  forced 
into  war  with  Great  Britain.  Although,  in  my  opi- 
nion, such  will  not  be  the  immediate  result,  it  is  by 
no  means  improbable  that  this  may  be  the  case.  The 
affair  of  the  Caroline  steamer,  destroyed  at  Schlosser 
in  1837,  and  the  imprisonment  of  McLeod , together 
xviththe  boundary  question,  are  the  immediate  causes 
of  the  excitement  which  now  prevails  in  both  coun- 
tries. The  arrival  of  the  “United  States”  packet  a 
few  days  ago,  and  the  West  Chester  last  night,  bring 
accounts  of  the  16lh  of  February.  I send  you  the 
Times  of  this  morning,  containing  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, with  a short  debate  on  it.  I received 
no  communication  or  papers  from  Washington.  I 
hasten  to  apprise  you  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
to  enable  you  to  decide  what  steps  it  may  be  proper 
to  take  with  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. — 
Would  it  not  be  the  most  judicious  course  to  get 
nearer  home,  and  within  reach  of  orders  from  the 
department?  Unless  you  have  strong  reasons  lor 
remaining,  and  of  which  I know  nothing,  I should 
think  it  the  saferand  more  prudent  course  to  return. 
I beg,  however,  that  you  will  judge  for  yourself, 
for  really  it  is  a matter  of  which  1 know  very  little. 
I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  as  soon  as  you 
have  decided  what  you  mean  to  do.  In  hasle,  be- 
lieve me,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

Com.  Isaac  Hull,  care  of  Frick,  Brothers  4 Co. 

Marseilles 

[confidential.] 

London,  March  11,  1841. 

When  war  is  threatened,  the  hero  of  the  constitu- 
tion is  present  to  the  mind  of  every  American.  I 
refer  you,  my  dear  sir,  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from 
the  ministerial  and  opposition  journals,  the  Chro- 
nicle and  Times.  My  opportunities  certainly  are 
not  small,  as  I am  in  daily  converse  with  members 


of  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  I regret  to  find 
that  in  private  as  well  as  in  debate,  the  most  decid- 
ed tone  ot  hostility  prevails  through  all  parlies. 
The  tories  have  declared  in  the  speeches  of  lord 
Stanly  and  sir  Robert  Peel,  of  sir  Henry  Harding, 
of  Mr.  Smith  O’Brien,  their  fixed  determination 
to  defend  the  position  taken  by  the  cabinet  in  rela- 
tion to  the  demand  in  regard  to  McLeod.  Lord 
Palmerston  stated,  in  the  house  of  commons,  on 
the  9th  February,  that  the  ultimatum  had  been 
sent  that  night  to  Mr.  Fox.  Lord  Melbourne 
slated  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  same  even- 
ing that  measures  had  been  taken  to  uphold 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  and  to  “suc- 
cour” McLeod.  These  remarks  produced  in  botli 
houses  and  from  all  sides  loud  and  continued  cheer- 
ing. 

Mr.  S.  and  all  men  agreed  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  term  “succour,”  when  applied  to  a man  in  pri- 
son and  in  a foreign  country.  Notice  the  prepara- 
tions for  defence,  the  violent  and  warlike  tone  of 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  the  reports  and 
resolutions  in  the  legislature  of  Maine,  the  para- 
graphs ol  the  ministerial  journal,  the  Chronicle,  slat 
ing  that  workmen  are  employed  in  relays  by  night 
and  by  day  to  force  into  readiness  the  steam  fri- 
gates for  the  American  coast.  Read  the  report 
that  ten  sail  of  Ihe  line  are  ordered  to  assemble 
at  Gibraltar  in  consequences  of  the  trial  of  Mc- 
Leod. 

I am  aware  (hat  an  American  minister  wrote  to 
you  two  days  since;  but  in  his  absence  from  London 
for  the  day,  I venture,  with  the  approval  of  Mr. 
Rush  the  secretary  of  legation,  to  communicate 
the  news  just  arrived.  Mr.  Rush’s  brother,  of  your 
squadron,  has  many  of  the  (acts  in  this  important 
question. 

You  will  pardon  an  American  whose  intrusion 
proceeds  from  a desire  (hat  Hull  shall  be  prepared 
for  li is  enemy,  to  add  lustre  to  his  name  and  glory 
to  his  country.  I am,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  vours, 
JOHN  HARE  POWELL. 

I open  my  letter  to  say  Mr.  Rush  has  heard  this 
letter,  and  entirely  approves  it. 

Orders  of  March  25,  184 1 . 

U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  port  Mahon , March  25,  1841. 

Sir:  Circumstances  render  it  necessary  (o  make 
rather  a hasty  movement  in  the  squadron  under  my 
command. 

I have,  therefore,  to  direct  that  you  proceed  to  sea, 
and  make  the  best  of  your  way  out  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. You  will  endeavor,  either  by  speaking 
vessels  or  by  touching  at  some  port,  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  affairs  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  In  case  of  war  you  will  use  every  exer- 
tion to  protect  yourself  and  command,  and  to  an- 
noy the  enemy,  cruising  as  long  as  your  provisions 
and  other  circumstances  will  admit  of,  and  when  a 
favorable  opportunity  offers,  you  will  run  into  some 
port  of  the  United  States  and  report  to  the  secretary 
of  tiie  navy.  Much,  however,  must  be  left  to  your 
own  judgment.  Should  you  ascertain  that  quiet- 
ness has  been  restored,  you  will  return  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, touching  at  Mahon,  where  you  will 
propably  hear  from  me.  Very  respectfully,  T am, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL,  commander -in- 

chief  of  the  U.  S.  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Captain  Wm.  O.  Bolton,  commanding  U.  S.  fri- 
gate Brandywine,  port  Mahon. 

Memorandum. 

U.  S.  frigate  Brandywine,  at  sea,  April  10,  1841. 

The  squadron  sailed  from  Mahon  on  the  25th  of 
March.  Alter  keeping  company  with  commodore 
Hull  for  nine  days,  contending  lor  the  greater  part 
of  the  time,  with  adverse  winds,  or  delayed  by  calms, 
from  getting  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  was  a 
first  object,  I determined  to  make  the  best  of  my  way 
and  shift  for  myself,  although  the  commodore  had 
implied  a wish,  verbally,  that  I would  accompany 
him  past  the  rock  of  Gibraltar. 

At  the  time  of  our  departure,  it  was  believed  lhat 
tile  ships  would  prove  equal  sailers  — that  we  should 
be  favored  by  winds — have  a good  run  out,  and 
could  easily  therefore,  accommodate  eacli  other. 
The  reverse  turned  out  the  case;  our  ship  surpass- 
ed the  Ohio  in  an  astonishing  manner;  and  I am 
confident  a loss  of  at  least  sixty  miles  ensued  to  us 
from  this  inequality  of  sailing,  and  my  manoeuvres 
to  keep  near  him;  which  loss  might  have  placed 
me,  equally  with  himself,  in  the  power  of  the  heavy 
force  reported  as  being  on  its  way  to  capture  or 
blockade  us.  Such  support  as  I could  give  the 
Ohio  wmiild  avail,  comparatively,  but  little,  and  it 
seemed  to  me,  the  surest  way  to  avoid  encumbrance 
to  either,  and  to  give  chance  lor  distinction,  secu- 
rity or  escape  to  both,  was  lo  separate.  If  war  ex- 
ists with  such  a power  as  Great  Britain,  it  cannot 


be  the  policy  oi  our  government  lo  cruize  in  squa- 
dron on  the  ocean. 

The  views  intei changed  between  commodore  Hull 
and  his  captains,  at  Mahon,  could  not  have  under- 
gone any  material  change,  else  he  would  have  com- 
municated it  by  signal;  or  by  a boat,  w hich  on  one 
occasion  i sent  to  him  at  sea.  It  was  apparent  to 
me,  that  he  could  procure  no  information  from  the 
vessels  passing  in  the  Medileiranean,  lo  be  relied 
on,  because  it  could  only  be  derived  through  inte- 
rested channels — such  as  British  steamers,  or 
sources  of  doubtful  authority — or  of  a date  so  re- 
cent as  that  which  came  to  our  know  ledge  at  Ma- 
hon. By  delay  danger  was  increasing,  and  by  my 
proceeding  I could  more  readily  meet  it,  and,  pos- 
sibly, convey  intelligence  of  it  to  the  commodore. 

The  “Preble”  separated  from  us  both,  under  what 
circumstances  I know  not.  My  separation  from  the 
flag  ship  was  first  caused  by  bad  weather  at  night. 
Whether  the  “Ohio”  or  the  “Brandywine”  was  in 
fault,  I cannot  say. 

I met  a detention  of  three  days  from  strong  head 
winds,  in  sight  of  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  which  af- 
forded time  for  the  commodore  to  have  reached  that 
point.  He  not  doing  so,  I availed  my3elf  of  a fine 
opportunity  of  passing  through;  and,  persuaded  that 
there  was  no  American  interest  behind  me  to  pro- 
tect, I,  on  mature  deliberation,  determined,  under 
my  orders,  to  lay  my  course  directly  home,  as  the 
only  point  at  which  any  satisfactory  and  conclusive 
intelligence — such  as  could  be  depended  on — could 
be  speedily  gained:  knowing  that  it  was  within  my 
ability  to  make  the  passage  to  the  United  States 
and  back  again,  if  desirable,  before  l could  possi- 
bly, elsewhere  be  informed  of  the  true  state  of  the 
existing  relations  between  the  two  countries.  Re- 
spectfully submited,  W.  C.  BOLTON,  capt. 

To  ihe  lion,  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  Gibraltar,  April  7,  1841. 

My  dear  sir:  Understanding  the  cause  that  in- 
duced you  to  come  ttiis  way  from  Port  Mahon,  the 
quarantine  department  permitting  me  to  communi- 
cate with  you,  I not  only  send  by  the  bearer  of  this 
a mail  foryour  squadron,  but  with  pleasure  inform 
you  that  the  steam  packet  this  morning  from  Eng- 
land brings  intelligence  of  the  pacific  dispositions 
of  the  two  governments.  President  Harrison  was 
formally  installed  on  the  4th  ult.  his  speech  bearing 
remotely  on  foreign  relations.  On  motion  ol  Mr. 
Buchanan,  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  was 
discharged  from  considering  the  resolution  request- 
ing the  president  to  communicate  the  correspon- 
dence with  Gieat  Britain  on  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary. That  there  was  no  truth  in  the  rumor  of  any 
angry  correspondence  having  passed  between  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth;  that  Great  Britain  had  a sin- 
cere desire  to  bring  things  to  a termination;  and 
Mr.  Clay  said  himself  that  lie  had  not  been  appoint- 
ed to  a special  [mission]  to  England;  lie  thought 
the  resident  ambassador  able  to  do  all  lhat  was  ne- 
cessary without  difficulty,  and  without  delay. 

McLeod  was  in  prison  at  Lo.ckport,  would  be  re- 
moved to  Albany  for  trial;  to  facilitate  his  delivery, 
the  Biitish  government  had  justified  t he  burning  of 
the  Caroline;  hence  he  would  be  given  up;  but  Ihe 
owners  of  the  steamer  would  continue  their  pro- 
ceedings to  recover  the  value  of  the  steamer.  All 
this  was  received  in  England  by  New  York  packet 
ship  “Patrick  Henry,”  dated  to  8th  ult. 

On  the  27th  ult.  i received  from  1 lie  iegalion  of 
Ihe  United  Slates, London,  a despatch  for  your  good 
self,  to  be  forwarded  at  (lie  earliest  moment,  by  such 
mode  of  conveyance  as  would  answer  the  certainty 
of  its  reaching  you.  A steamer  starting  the  same 
day  lor  Barcelona,  I sent  it  under  cover  lo  the  U. 
States  consul  for  that  port,  w ith  directions  for  want 
of  opportunity  to  send  it  to  Port  Mahon,  to  send  it 
forward  to  Marseilles,  to  the  care  of  the  naval  con- 
tractors. I at  the  same  time  addressed  a letter  to 
those  agents  directing  them,  in  rase  of  (heir  receiv- 
ing the  letter,  and  aware  of  your  leaving  the  Medi- 
terranean, to  return  it  to  me. 

Allow  me  to  add,  and  express  the  hope  that  the 
pacific  news  from  England  will  remove  any  objec- 
tion you  might  have  to  visiting  this  port,  being  now 
so  immediately  in  the  neighborhood.  I am,  my 
dear  sir,  your  friend  and  humble  serv’t 

HORATIO  SPRAGUE,  consul. 

Com.  Isaac  Hull,  commanding  U.  S.  squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

Original  thus  endorsed  by  captain  Bollon: 

“Received  at  sea,  near  Gibraltar,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  8th  of  April;  opened  by  me  in  presence 
oflieut.  Meicer  and  chaplain  Stewart,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  superscription  of  the  envelope,  thus: 
••United  States  consulate,  Gibraltar  .” 

“To  commodore  Isaac  Hull,  or  to  any  of  ihe  com- 
manders of  the  United  States  ships  of  war  iri  (lie 
Mediterranean.”  W.  C.  BOLTON. 

Witness:  Samuel  Mercer,  Charles  S.  Stewart. 
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Rejdy  to  the  foregoing. 

U.  S.  ski/]  Brandywine,  off  Uibraller,  April  8,  1841. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  received  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday’s  date,  addressed  to  “com.  Hull 
or  the  commanders  of  any  of  the  U.  S.  ships  of  war 
in  the  Mediterranean.  1 am  in  possession  of  the 
principal  intelligence  communicated,  but  I am  not 
the  less  obliged  lor  the  attention  of  transmitling  it. 
What  I have  received  from  you  will  not  influence 
my  movements.  I am  on  a cruise,  and  shall  not 
visit  Gibraltar.  Very  sincerely,  your  triend, 

W.  C.  BOLTON. 

To  H.  Sprague,  esq.  §c.  fyc. 


UNITED  STATES  EXPENDITURES. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Lnilcd  States: 

Perhaps  it  would  be  pleasing  to  the  American 
people  to  place  before  them,  through  your  columns, 
a comparative  view  of  the  expenditures  of  the  dif- 
ferent presidents, -with  the  average  amount  yearly 
expended.  Also,  a recapitulation,  shewing  how 
much  each  president  expended  above  the  other, 
from  1791  to  1841,  fifty  years. 


NAMES. 

Term. 

Whole  amount  ex- 
pended by  eaeli 

Average  am’t 
yearly  ex- 

Washington, 

6 

president. 

$51,983,656 

pended. 

$8,663,943 

Adams, 

4 

40,306,344 

10,076,586 

Jefferson, 

8 

106,287,187 

13,285,899 

Madison, 

8 

228,113,883 

28,514,236 

Monroe, 

8 

205,729,603 

25,716,203 

Adams, 

4 

95,805,467 

23.951,367 

Jackson, 

8 

229,126,184 

28,640,773 

Van  Buren, 

4 

135,529,440 

33,882,360 

Years 

50 

1,092,881,764 

Recapitulation. 

Adams  $1,412, 643  more  than  Washington. 
Jefferson  3,210,313  more  than  Adams. 
Madison  15,227,337  more  than  Jefferson. 
Monroe  2,798,033  less  than  Madison. 
Adams  1,704,836  less  than  Monroe. 
Jackson  4,689,406  more  than  Adams. 

Van  Buren  5,241,587  more  than  Jackson. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  McKNIGHT,  Pennsylvania. 


Decision  of  the  McLeod  case,  by  the  su- 
preme court  or  New  York.  On  the  12th  in- 
stant the  supreme  court,  at  Utica,  decided  against 
McLeod’s  application  to  be  discharged  from  cus- 
tody, and  remanded  him  to  prison  lor  trial  in  the 
ordinary  forms  of  law.  The  judges  were  unani- 
mous in  the  opinion  against  his  discharge.  The 
opinion,  which  occupies  several  columns,  reached 
us  too  late  lor  insertion  in  this  number.  We  will 
give  it  a place  in  our  next.  Meantime,  it  will  be 
graliiying  to  public  curiosity  to  sum  up  in  a few 
words,  the  grounds  taken  by  the  court.  They  de- 
cide: 

That  the  [joints  raised  by  the  prisoner,  first,  that 
lie  did  not  participate  in  the  alledged  offence,  and 
second,  that,  if  present,  he  was  acting  in  defence  of 
his  country  from  a treasonable  insurrection,  cannot 
be  made  available  in  a habeas  corpus,  even  lor  let- 
ting him  to  bail,  much  less  for  ordering  his  unquali- 
fied discharge. 

That  on  habeas  corpus,  the  examination  as  to 
guilt  or  innocence  cannot,  under  anyscircumstances, 
extend  beyond  the  depositions  or  prool  by  which 
the  prisoner  is  committed. 

These  the  court  consider  sufficient  answers  to 
the  application — nevertheless  as  the  counsel  have 
raised  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  the  court  con- 
siders it,  and  decide: 

That  the  plea  that  this  is  a national  question,  to 
be  settled  by  the  diplomatic  powers  of  the  United 
States  and  England,  does  not  divest  the  court  of 
jurisdiction,  because  to  warrant  the  destruction  of 
properly  or  the  taking  of  life,  on  the  ground  of  pub- 
lic war,  there  must  be  what  is  called  lawful  war, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  which  can  never  exist  with- 
out a concurrence  of  the  war-making  power. 

That  if  the  affair  in  question  can  be  tortured  into 
war  between  this  nation  and  England,  the  United 
States  might  tako-  possession  of  McLeod  as  a pri- 
soner of  war. 

That  the  order,  under  which  McLeod  and  his  as- 
sociates acted  was  not  a lawful  act  of  majesty,  as 
contended  for  by  Mr.  Fox,  since  the  transaction 
was  then  lawful  ab  initio  ar.d  required  no  royal  re- 
cognition, which  is  not  pretended  on  either  side. 

That  the  fitting  out  of  the  expedition  under  cap- 
tain Drew,  was  an  unwarrantable  usurpation  ofau- 
thority  on  the  part  of  the  provincial  authorities. 

“This  biings  us  to  the  great  question  in  the  cause. 
We  have  seen  that  a capital  offence  was  committed 
within  our  territory  in  time  of  peace;  and  the  re- 
maining inquiry  is  whether  England  has  placed  the 
offenders  above  the  law  and  beyond  our  jurisdiction, 


by  ratifying  and  approvingsuch  a crime.  It  is  due 
to  her,  in  the  first  place,  to  deny  that  it  has  been  so 
ratified  and  approved.  She  has  approved  a public 
act  of  legitimate  defence  only.  She  cannot  change 
the  nature  of  things.  She  cannot  turn  that  into 
lawful  war  which  was  murder  in  time  of  peace. — 
She  may,  in  that  way,  justify  the  offender  as  be- 
tween him  and  his  own  government.  She  cannot 
bind  foreign  courts  of  justice  by  insisting  that  what 
in  the  eye  of  the  whole  world  was  a deliberate  and 
prepared  attack,  must  be  protected  by  the  law  of 
self  defence. 

“In  the  second  place,  T deny  that  she  can,  in  time 
of  peace,  send  her  men  into  our  territory,  and  ren 
der  them  impervious  to  our  laws  by  embodying 
them  and  putting  arms  in  their  hands.  She  may 
declare  war;  if  she  claim  the  benefit  of  peace,  as 
both  nations  have  done  in  this  instance,  the  mo- 
ment any  of  her  citizens  enter  our  territory,  they 
are  as  completely  obnoxious  to  punishment  by  our 
law,  as  if  they  had  been  born  and  always  resided  in 
this  country.” 

The  concluding  paragraphs  are  as  follows: 

“When  a grand  jury  have  charged  that  a man  has 
committed  murder  in  this  state,  I can  imagine  no 
case  whether  the  charge  relate  to  the  time  of  open 
public  war  or  peace,  in  which  he  can  claim  exemp- 
tion from  trial.  If  he  show  that  he  was  in  truth 
acting  as  a soldier  in  time  of  public  war,  the  jury 
will  acquit  him.  The  judge  will  direct  them  to 
obey  the  law  of  nations,  w hich  is  undoubtedly  a 
part  of  the  common  law.  So  if  the  accused  were 
acting  in  defence  against  an  individual  invader 
of  his  country.  But  above  all  things  is  it  im- 
portant in  the  latter  case  for  the  jury  to  inquire 
whether  his  allegation  of  defence  be  not  false  or 
colorable. 

They  cannot  allow  as  an  act  of  defence,  the  wil- 
ful pursuing  even  such  an  enemy,  though  dictated 
by  sovereign  authority,  into  a country  at  peace  with 
the  sovereign  of  the  accused,  seeking  out  that  ene- 
my and  taking  his  life.  Such  indeed  can  be  no- 
thing but  an  act  of  vengeance.  It  can  be  nothing 
but  a violation  of  territory,  a violation  of  the  mu- 
nicipal law,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions. 

The  government  of  the  accused  may  approve, 
diplomacy  may  glaze,  but  a jury  can  only  inquire 
whether  he  was  a party  to  the  deed,  or  to  any  act 
of  illegal  violence  which  he  knew  would  probably 
endanger  human  life.  If  satisfied  that  he  was  not, 
as  I sincerely  hope  they  may  be,  upon  the  evidence 
in  the  case  before  us,  they  will  then  have  the  plea- 
sun  t duty  to  perform  of  pronouncing  hitn  not  guil- 
ty. But  whatever  may  be  their  conclusion,  we 
feel  the  utmost  confidence,  that  the  prisoner,  though 
a foreigner,  will  have  no  just  cause  to  complain  that 
he  has  suffered  wrong  at  the  hands  of  an  American 

jury-  » 

At  our  hands  the  prisoner  had  a right  to  require 
an  answer  upon  the  facts  presented  by  his  papers, 
whether  in  law  he  can  properly  be  holden  to  a trial. 
We  have  had  no  declaration  but  to  examine  and 
pronounce  upon  the  legal  character  of  those  facts  in 
order  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  bearing  they  might 
have  on  the  novel  and  important  question  submit- 
ted. That  examination  has  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  we  have  no  power  to  discharge  the  prisoner. 

He  must,  therefore,  be  remanded,  to  take  his  trial 
in  the  ordinary  forms  of  law.” 

Accounts  from  Utica  further  state,  that  it  is  pro- 
bable McLeod’s  council  will  sue  out  a writ  of  error, 
and  the  case  be  carried  to  tile  court  for  the  correc- 
tion of  errors,  which  meets  next  month,  and  if  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  is  there  affirmed,  an 
appeal  will  be  taken  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  U. 
States. 

the  navy. 

Navy  department , July  9,  1841.  The  board  of 
naval  surgeons  recently  convened  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  have  closed  their  proceedings,  and  re- 
ported the  result  to  the  department. 

Of  the  assistant  surgeons  examined,  the  follow- 
ing have  been  found  qualified  for  promotion,  viz: 

Charles  A.  Hassler,  of  the  date  of  1834. 

David  Harlan,  of  the  date  of  1835. 

Victor  L.  Godon,  do.  do. 

Robt.  Woodworth,  do.  do. 

J.  Dickinson  Miller,  of  the  date  of  1836. 

Of  those  examined  for  admission  into  the  navy  as 
assistant  surgeons,  the  following  have  been  found 
qualified,  viz: 

1.  Andrew  II.  Henderson. 

2.  Ellis  Hughes. 

3.  John  Hastings. 

4.  Charles  II.  Broughton. 

5 R.  T.  Maxwell. 

6.  Edward  McKinley. 

7.  Alexander  Y.  P.  Garnett. 


FREE  TRADE— CORN  LA  WS— TARIFF. 

As  preliminary  to  the  consideration  of  the  tariff 
question,  the  house  of  representatives  have  appoint- 
ed a committee  to  take  evidence  in  the  principal 
ports  of  entry  in  the  United  States,  as  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  existing  rales  of  duties  on  imports,  upon 
the  commercial,  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  the  country. 

We  have  never  yet  been  seriously  alarmed  by  the 
apprehension  of  a war  being  provoked  between  two 
countries  whose  people  have  so  many  interests  in 
maintaining  peace  witli  each  other,  so  muen  to  loose 
by  contention  witli  each  other,  nnd  whose  respect- 
ive governments  are  so  decidedly  under  the  influence 
of  a wholesome  public  opinion  as  the  governments 
of  both  England  and  America  now  are.  Public 
opinion,  which  now  is  the  real  sovereign  power  in 
both  countries  would  never  consent  that  a war  should 
be  provoked  by  a paltry  dispute  respecting  the  prose- 
cution of  an  individual  like  McLeod,  or  by  an  ab- 
stract question  relative  to  the  laws  of  nations  as  ap- 
plicable to  a frontier  broil  or  originally  unauthor- 
ized aggression  of  a marauding  party,  such  ns  burn- 
ing the  Caroline,  nor  yet  by  the  far  more  serious 
dispute  relative  to  an  undefined  boundary  line  over 
an  unsettled  territory.  We  say  that  although  we 
have  never  very  seriously  apprehended  a war  as 
likely  to  grow  out  of  any  or  of  ail  of  those  causes,  in 
this  era  of  higher  Christian  feelings,  yet  that  a con. 
flictof  another  character  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  is  to  be  apprehended,  or  averted,  we  do 
verily  believe,  and  for  that  contest  it  is  time  that  the 
people  of  this  country  were  preparing  their  armour, 
for  they  have  to  meet  in  the  field  to  which  we  alludo 
the  most  powerful  and  wary  adversary  that  ever 
attempted  to  monopolize  the  world.  We  allude  to 
a contest  for  trade  and  commerce. 

The  British  statesmen  it  appears  have  been  wide 
awake  to  the  approach  of  the  period  w'hen  the  task 
of  revising  our  tariff  would  be,  by  the  termination 
of  our  “ compromise ” enactments,  imposed  upon  the 
American  congress — and  they  have — either  artfully 
or  thoughtfully — as  the  case  may  prove,  attempted 
to  anticipate  our  true  national  policy  under  the  ex- 
isting regulations,  by  making  either  a real  or  a faint 
movement  towards  a more  equitable  arrangement  of 
trade.  It  becomes  us  to  be  fully  prepared  for  either 
contingency. 

If  the  movement  proposed  by  the  party  now  in 
power  in  England,  and  who  have  certainly  staked 
their  hopes  of  retaining  that,  power  upon  the  issue 
of  a change  in  the  policy  of  the  country  in  relation 
to  the  admission  of  bread  stuffs — timber  &c.,  free  of 
the  exactions  novt  imposed  under  the  corn  laws,  if 
that  party  shall  be  sustained  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tions for  parliament,  which  is  itself  a doubtful  pro- 
position, having  as  they  have  the  whole  landed 
interest  of  the  nation,  added  to  the  tory  influence  to 
•ppose  them,  if  they  succeed  over  both,  and  then  in 
good  faith  will  set  themselves  about  re-modeling 
their  tariff  according  to  their  recent  professions  in 
favor  of  “free  trade,”  we  are  for  meeling  them  moro 
than  half  way,  and  joining  hand  in  band,  in  tile 
enlightened  career  towards  ameliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  both  hemispheres,  a result  that  we  have  full 
faith  would  follow  a liberal  policy.  We  are  advo- 
vocates  of  free  trade  with  all  tbe  vvorld,  and  with 
every  country,  that  will  afford  us  fair  and  equita- 
ble reciprocity . But  if  other  countries  will  restrict 
our  trade  with  t hem,  and  subject  us  to  onerous  regu- 
lations or  exactions  for  the  benefit  of  their  commu- 
nities, wc  have  no  idea  of  submitting  to  all  the  disad- 
vantages to  which  such  regulations  subject  us, without 
attempting  some  countervailing  measures.  The  real 
cause  of  four  fifths  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  agriculturists  and  manufacturers  of  this  country 
have  had  to  labor  for  the  last  twelve  years,  have  been 
owing  to  a want  of  a due  regard  to  maintaining  an 
equipoiso  between  importations  and  exportations, 
allowing  ourselves  to  have  from  ten  to  twenty  mil- 
lions annually  drained  from  us  either  in  specie  or  in 
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obligations  of  indebtedness  in  one  form  or  other 
upon  which  we  are  compelled  to  pay  interest,  to 
make  up  the  difference  that  has  invariably  been 
against  us.  The  predicament  ol  him  who  spends 
more  than  he  makes,  is  enevitable  as  long  as  this 
policy  is  admitted,  and  all  attempts  at  remedying 
the  evil  by  fiscal  contrivance,  short  of  eradiating  the 
root  of  the  evil,  will  be  unavailing. 

Upon  the  subject  to  which  we  refer,  we  have  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  “the 
American  institute  of  the  city  of  New 
York,”  which  contains  suggestions  that  ought  to 
be  examined  by  the  people  of  this  country.  After  re- 
ferring to  the  examinations  which  have  been  offici- 
ally made  in  relation  to  the  impurt  duties,  by  the 
British  government  the  committee  say: — 

“The  truth  of  the  abstract  proposition  of  free 
trade, — its  advantages  in  promoting  the  interests  of 
mankind,  irrespective  of  circumstances  resulting 
from  the  evils  which  attach  to  humanity — such  as 
war,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  selfish  principles 
which  actuate  nations  as  well  as  individuals — was 
long  since  demonstrated  by  that  profound  philoso- 
pher, Dr  Franklin.  “Suppose,”  says  he,  “a  coun- 
try, X.,  with  three  manufactures,  as  cloth,  silk  ar.d 
iron,  supplying  three  other  countries,  A.,  B.,  C., 
but  is  desirous  of  increasing  the  vent  and  raising 
the  price  of  cloth  in  favour  of  its  own  clothiers. — 
In  order  to  do  this  she  forbids  the  importation  of 
foreign  cloths  from  A.  A.,  in  return,  forbids  silk 
from  X.;  then  the  silk  workers  complain  of  a decay 
of  trade,  and  X.  to  content  them,  forbids  silk  from 
B.  B.,  in  return  forbids  iron-ware  from  X.;  then 
the  iron  workers  complain  of  decay,  and  X.  forbids 
the  importation  of  iron  from  C.,  and  C.,  in  return, 
forbids  cloth  from  X.  What  is  got  by  these  prohi- 
bitions. Answer — all  four  find  their  common  stock 
of  the  conveniences  and  enjoyments  of  life  dimin- 
ished.” 

“This  is  a plain  exemplification  of  the  case,  with- 
out regard  to  the  circumstances  of  war,  &c.  referred 
to  above;  and  if  the  world  would  adopt  the  system 
of  free  trade,  and  constantly  act  upon  it,  the  results 
might  be  universally  beneficial.  Unfortunately, hith- 
erto mankind  have  been  subjected  to  the  misfortune 
of  war;  and  it  is  not  assumed  by  the  advocates  of 
the  free  system,  that  war  is  not  a contingency  for 
which  it  is  prudent  and  wise  to  prepare. 

“In  such  an  event  an  agricultural  people,  depend- 
ing upon  other  nations  for  their  cloth,  iron,  &c., 
might  find  themselves  in  a deplorable  predicament. 
Was  one  country  in  possession  of  advantages  which 
its  rival  could  never  obtain  whilst  free  trade  was 
permitted,  as  skill  or  capital,  or  should  any  one  of 
the  community  of  nations  refuse  to  be  governed  by 
the  rules  of  free  trade,  it  would  obviously  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  others,  by  countervailing  action,  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  evils  which  might 
result  to  them  from  their  position.  While  England 
and  France,  the  leading  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, continue  as  they  now  do,  to  act  upon  the  re- 
strictive principle,  no  argument  drawn  from  the 
abstract  proposition,  merely,  can  he  of  the  least  force 
in  determining  the  course  of  other  nations. 

“The  great  business  of  society  is  the  production  of 
those  commodities  which  minister  to  the  wants  and 
pleasures  of  man.  To  this  end  the  energies  of  the 
millions  are  applied  in  different  climates  to  the  vari- 
ous soils,  and  the  multiplied  products  of  the  soil,  by 
other  millions,  are,  with  the  aid  of  invention,  art 
and  science,  fabricated  and  fashioned  to  subserve  the 
necessities  and  luxuries  of  society.  The  supply  of 
food,  clothing  and  habitations,  suited  to  the  diversifi- 
ed tastes,  fashions,  habits  and  wants  that  prevail 
among  mankind,  are  leading  objects  with  us  all. — 
No  one  country  possesses  all  these  supplies.  One 
country,  viz.  A.,  produces  a surplus  of  one  kind  of 
articles,  while  her  soil  and  her  habits  forbid  her  from 
producing  others.  Another  country,  B.,  produces 
more  of  the  articles  in  which  A.  is  deficient  than 
her  wants  require,  but  is  herself  deficient  in  the  ar- 


ticles of  which  A.  has  a surplus.  The  exchange  of 
these  surpluses,  for  the  mutual  accommodation  of 
each,  is  what  is  called  commerce.  If  one  refuses  to 
exchange  with  the  other,  it  is  clear  that  commerce, 
as  respects  those  countries,  must  cease.  It  is  also 
obvious  that  these  exchanges  must  be  reciprocal; 
the  one  party  must  be  willing  to  receive  such  com- 
modities as  the  other  can  part  with,  in  order  to  in- 
duce an  exchange.  While  the  exchanges  are  con- 
fined to  their  elements,  or  barter,  such  will  necessari- 
ly be  the  result,  and  none  but  a reciprocal  commerce 
can  exist.  The  exchanges  of  the  world  continued 
to  he  in  a great  degree  of  this  character  during  the 
simpler  ages,  and  whilst  the  only  money  in  use  was 
the  precious  metals;  these  being  the  products  of 
hu  nan  industry,  which  could  only  be  gradually  in- 
creased, their  value,  measured  by  the  other  products 
of  industry,  could  also  he  increased  or  diminished  by 
a very  gradual  process  only,  and  then  demand  and 
supply  would  remain  steady  and  uniform,  except  so 
far  as  their  value  might  be  influenced  through  fear 
or  other  circumstances,  inducing  a disposition  to 
hoard;  a passion  coeval  with  man,  and  operating 
with  greater  force  in  an  ignorant  age.  The  modern 
invention  of  a currency  of  credit,  based  on  the  pre- 
cious metals  now  in  use,  to  a greater  or  less  extent 
over  the  whole  commercial  world,  though  of  im- 
mense benefit,  has  yet  this  disadvantage,  that  it  has 
heretofore  been  subject  to  sudden  fluctuations.  The 
commercial  exchanges  of  the  world  not  being  arrang- 
ed on  the  principles  of  reciprocity,  the  people  using 
the  larger  proportion  of  credit  are  exposed  to  the 
destruction  of  their  currency  and  the  consequent 
derangement  of  all  their  affairs,  unless  by  carefully 
guarding  the  home  market,  it  is  protected  from  the 
aggression  of  others,  who,  by  abstracting  metal  in 
of  credit,  by  removing  its  basis  whenever  advantage 
or  misfortune  renders  metal  an  object  of  desire. — 
The  question  of  protection  is  therefore  r.ot  only  one 
of  national  defence,  hut  emphatically  a question  of 
finance  and,  currency,  and  should  be  so  considered, 
if  we  would  properly  understand  it  and  appreciate 
its  importance. 

“This  view  of  the  subject  has  led  to  the  opinion 
so  strenuously  advocated  by  many  distinguished 
men,  that  our  true  policy  is  abandonment  of  our 
currency  of  credit,  and  a return  to  that  of  metal. — 
Suppose  it  is  admitted  that  ultimately , the  contem- 
plated result  would  follow  the  adoption  of  their  plan; 
the  wide  spread  ruin  that  would  ensue  from  its  at- 
tempt, can  hardly  be  conceived.  Nothing  less  than 
the  entire  prostration  of  the  active  portion  of  the 
present  generation  to  a condition  of  hopeless  bank- 
ruptcy, and  a transfer  of  all  their  accumulations  to 
the  coffers  of  the  capilalist,  and  a suspension  of  in- 
dustry, involving  a loss  greater  than  the  entire 
amount  of  the  currency,  both  metallic  and  paper — 
and  all  this  to  gain  what?  simply  a reciprocal  com- 
merce, which  may  be  more  perfectly  obtained  by 
exchange  for  commodities,  overthrows  the  currency 
duties  on  imports,  which  shall  secure  to  our  own 
industry  such  advantages  in  the  home  market,  as 
will  protect  our  currency  from  the  destructive  influ- 
ence of  foreign  exchange. 

“A  system  of  countervailing  duties  is  therefore  our 
only  hope,  whilst  European  policy  continues  as  it  is 
at  present.  Let  this  be  distinctly  understood,  not 
for  the  protection  of  the  manufacturers,  but  for  the 
protection  of  the  currency  of  the  nation;  and  neces- 
sary for  each  section,  north,  south,  east  and  west, 
precisely  in  the  proportion  in  which  their  various 
currencies  are  more  or  less  constituted  of  credit.” 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  fwo  following  articles  have  been  in  type 
waiting  for  room  in  the  Register,  for  nearly  a month, 
postponed  by  matter  of  more  immediate  interest. 

MOVEMENTS  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

We  find  in  the  Charleston  Courier  a detailed  ac- 
count of  Ihe  proceedings  of  the  great  meeting  of 
the  friends  of  the  national  administration,  which 
was  lately  held  in  that  city.  The  hon.  Thomas 
Lowndes  was  called  to  preside.  A committee  ol 
thirty-two  persons  was  appointed,  of  which  James  L. 


Petigru,  esq.  was  chairman,  to  draft  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  opinions  of  the  meeting,  on  the  great 
subject  which  had  brought  them  together. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  were 
as  follows: 

1.  Therefore , resolved.  That  a revenue  tariff  is 
a mode  of  providing  for  the  national  defence,  not 
only  consistent  with  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
country,  but  entitled  to  a decided  preference  over 
any  other  scheme  of  taxation,  and  that  we  re- 
gard the  compromise  of  1S33  as  the  bond  of  peace 
and  surest  pledge  of  equal  justice  to  the  various  and 
conflicting  interests  of  our  extended  federal  republic. 

2.  That  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of 
a U.  S.  bank  has  been  settled  by  reason,  by  autho- 
rity, and  by  experience  of  its  indispensable  utility. 

3.  That  no  other  remedy  has  been  found  for  the 
multiplied  and  increasing  difficulties  of  a heteroge- 
neous currency,  and  that  the  time  and  place  for  the 
establishment  of  such  a bank,  are  subjects  which 
call  for  the  mature  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
congress. 

4.  That  the  hon.  William  C.  Preston  has  well  and 
faithfully  served  the  state  as  a member  of  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  uniform  tenor  of 
his  course,  has  proved  himself  superior  to  the  blan- 
dishments ol  power  and  the  terror  of  proscription. 
That  while  we  admire  his  eloquence,  we  still 
more  highly  appreciate  his  firmness  ai  d consistency 
as  a statesman,  and  heartily  unite  in  awarding  to 
him  the  confidence  which  he  has  so  well  deserved. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  right  of  instruction  and  Ihe 
requisition  to  obey  or  resign;  never  admitted  by  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  cannot  surely  belong  to 
neighborhood  associations  or  district  meetings;  that 
we  trust  iu  the  firmness  and  sound  judgment  of  our 
esteemed  senator,  steadily  to  resist  and  lepudiate 
any  such  usurpation  of  authority.  And  lhat  we 
heartily  approve  of  the  course  he  has  pursued  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  and  the  expression  of  sentiment 
conveyed  in  his  reply  to  the  demands  made  upon 
him  by  a sectional  convocation  composed  of  his 
political  opponents.  That  the  political  independence 
of  the  representative  is  not  only  a privilege,  but  a 
sacred  duty,  an  element  of  our  institutions  absolute- 
ly essential  to  the  well  being  of  a republican  con- 
stituency, and  that  colonel  Preston  is  entitled  to  our 
cordial  gratitude,  and  our  prompt  and  unwavering 
support  in  the  manly  stand  he  has  taken  in  its  de- 
fence. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  public  lands,  ceded  to  the 
confederacy,  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina  and  Connecticut,  were  ceded,  in  ihe 
words  of  the  Virginia  deeds  of  cession,  on  the  con- 
dition that  they  “shall  be  considered  a common  fund 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  have  become  or  shall  become  members  of  the 
confederation,  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  states, 
Virginia  included,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever.” 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  scheme  of  surrendering 
these  lands,  thus  made  the  common  property  of  all 
the  states  of  the  union,  to  the  few  states  in  which 
they  lie,  is  wild,  visionary  and  wasteful,  and  in  di- 
rect violation  of  the  contract  by  which  they  were 
generously  entrusted  to  the  coriledeiacy.  That  this 
scheme  bringing  a mass  of  neighboring  contiguous 
states,  under  a common  indebtedness  to  the  general 
government,  holds  out  Such  an  enormous  bribe  of 
ambition  and  avarice,  as  could  not  fail  to  breed 
corruption  and  violence,  and  array  the  indebted  states 
in  disastrous  hostility  to  the  authority  of  the  union, 
terminating  in  a conflict  which  would  have  one  cer- 
tain result — the  total  loss  to  the  country  of  it s splendid 
national  domain. 

Mr.  Petigru  then  addressed  the  meeting  in  refe- 
rence to  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  resolutions, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  they  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted.  The  Courier  has  the  following  sketch  of 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Senator  Preston  and  the  gentle- 
men who  followed  him. 

Colonel  Preston  was  then  called  lor,  and  received 
by  the  meeting  with  an  applause  ami  enthusiasm 
that  sprang  from  the  hearts  of  the  audience.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  more  than  a barren  sketch  of  bis 
speech,  rich  and  glowing  as  it  was  in  imaginary,  and 
fervid  at  limes  in  indignant  eloquence.  He  return- 
ed his  beai  t-felt  thanks  for  the  notice  he  had  receiv- 
ed in  the  resolutions,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  received  by  the  meeting.  Peculiarly 
touching  and  near  to  1 1 is  heart  was  this  notice,  this 
reception  in  Charleston;  lor  he  could  not  forget  that 
the  time  had  been  when  very  different  expressions 
of  opinion  had  found  utterance.  To  these  he  had 
opposed  patient  endurance;  he  bowed  to  the  rod, 
and  appealed  to  future  more  calm  considerations. 
Now,  his  heart  was  full  of  a proud  joy  when  he 
looked  around  him.  He  had  ever  believed  Ihe  time 
would  come  when  just  credit  would  be  given  the 
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whigs  for  their  performance  of  their  perilous  duty. 
That  time  had  come.  The  battle  had  been  fought, 
bravely,  earnestly,  desperately  fought — the  victory 
had  been  achieved.  Never  in  the  history  of  man 
had  there  been  so  sublime  a spectacle  as  when  the 
people  rose  in  their  might  and  majesty  against  the 
late  administration.  The  whole  country  was  erect- 
ed into  one  vast  tribunal,  and  the  so  called  democra- 
tic party  arraigned  before  it.  The  people  of  these 
United  States  impannelled  themselves  as  a jury — 
counsel  were  heard — ay,  paid  counsel  on  one  side, 
and  volunteer  counsel  on  the  other.  The  cause 
of  the  administration  was  tried,  fairly  tried — the 
verdict  was  rendered,  and  they  fell  from  their  lofty 
place  forever.  They  are  dead — fallen — crumbled  in 
the  dust. 

Colonel  Preston  then  proceeded  to  show  howr  si- 
lently, calmly  and  beautifully  amid  all  this  tremen- 
dous change — this  downfall  ofan  organized  and  vast 
party — this  passing  out  of  old  rulers  and  in-coining 
of  new — continued  the  stately  march  of  our  glori- 
ous institutions,  and  how  great  a proof  was  this  of 
their  power  ami  their  purity.  To  strengthen  this 
view,  he  adverted  to  the  death  of  Harrison — strick- 
en in  the  moment  almost  of  his  triumph — from  the 
loftiest  pinnacle  of  earthly  greatness — the  head  of 
a nation  removed  froia  his  great  post — and  yet, 
no  jar,  no  stop,  no  stay  in  the  progress  and  work- 
ing of  government.  The  president  dies,  and  his 
successor  under  the  constitution  takes  his  place,  and 
all  so  quickly  and  easily;  how  powerful  and  well  ba- 
lanced must  be  that  frame  oi  government,  which 
such  events  cannot  cause  for  an  instant  to  waver! 

And  to  southern  men,  what  a solace  under  this 
floss  of  the  first  choice  of  the  people,  that  John  Tyler, 
•of  Virginia,  fills  the  vacant  place.  He  is  dear  to 
the  south  in  every  view.  Entirely  southern — yet 
not  sectional,  a stale  rights  man,  yet  general  Catho- 
lic, American  in  all  points.  And  God  forbid!  that 
sectional  feelings  should  ever  profane  the  presiden- 
tial chair!  For  myself,  exclaimed  the  orator,  1 
would  as  soon  have  a “northern  man  with  southern 
principles,”  as  a southern  man  with  exclusive  sou- 
thern spirit.  First — my  devotion  is  due  to  this 
state — then  to  tile  union — as  an  American,  as  a se- 
nator of  this  union,  ail  that  is  American  is  mine. 

But  this  succession  of  John  Tyler  to  the  presi- 
dency, continued  Mr.  Preston,  will  forever  quell, 
abash  and  silence  that  cry  of  fraud  and  folly,  which 
for  the  unholy  purposes  of  party  spirit  was  raised 
against  president  Harrison  and  his  supporters. 
Where  is  the  man  so  bold  in  falsehood,  as  dare  call 
John  Tyler  abolitionist?  Since,  then,  no  objection 
can  be  made  to  the  present  head  of  the  administra- 
tion, let  us  give  him  a fair  trial.  Those  who  ob- 
jected to  Harrison  may  rally  around  Tyler.  For 
though  he  will  carry  out  the  same  principles  that 
guided  his  predecessor,  yet  he  comes,  in  as  it  were, 
a regency — he  is  not  so  imbedded  in  the  glowing 
heart  of  the  people  as  was  1 heir  first  choice,  and 
will  therefore  demand  the  more  of  earnest  support 
from  those  who  approve  him.  This  will  be  an  admi- 
nistration more  southern  in  its  tendencies.  Bolh 
would  steer  by  the  same  polar  star,  but  with  Tyler 
there  might  be  some  variation  southward  in  the  in- 
strument. 

The  “great  democratic  party  has  vanished — ’tis 
with  the  snow  of  the  last  year  upon  the  mountains — 
melting  away,  day  by  day,  each  little  rill  winding 
and  trickling  down  to  join  the  mighty  swelling  and 
on-rushing  stream  of  the  whig  party.”  It  has  no 
leaders,  and  no  rank  and  file,  not  even  a skeleton 
army.  Yet  in  this  very  greatness  of  our  party  is 
danger;  so  much  is  to  be  done,  so  much  expected, 
so  herculean  labor  to  cleanse  away  the  wreck  and 
foulness  which  have  been  left  upon  tile  ship  of  state. 

Mr.  Preston  then  took  up  in  detail  the  proposi- 
tions in  the  resolutions,  and  said  that  the  subject  ot 
the  public  lands  was  one  demanding  the  most  ear- 
nest and  thoughtful  consideration.  That  the  idea 
of  cession  of  the  public  domain  to  a portion  of  the 
states,  was,  as  it  had  been  expressed  by  some  of  ils 
supporters,  but  a purchase  of  those  states  by  whole- 
sale. What  would  be  the  result  of  the  various 
schemes  on  foot,  it  was  impossible  to  predict — but 
that  no  sacrifice  of  just  rights  should  be  made  with 
his  consent.  He  alluded  to  the  attempt  in  Ihe  great 
tariff  agitation,  to  crush  Mr.  Clay  under  the  weight 
of  this  important  question,  to  bury  him  under  ttie 
public  domain,  but  how  proudly  his  gigantic  powers 
struggled  through  the  weighty  load  ami  made  of  it  a 
battery  and  fortification  whence  he  has  stormed  the 
heart  of  the  country. 

The  orator  then  presented,  with  withering  ridi- 
cule. the  spectacle  of  the  stormy  sea  of  state,  in- 
dividual and  federal  credit  tossing  to  and  fro  in  bil- 
lows of  danger  and  dismay — and  the  little  Magi- 
cian waving  his  sub-treasury  wand  over  the  bois- 
terous waves,  that  heeded  not  the  charm,  till  the 
people  impatient  of  the  quackery  hurled  him  from 
his  seat. 


On  the  subject  of  the  national  bank,  Mr.  Preston 
said  that  be  had  ever  been  adverse  to  the  bank,  al- 
though he  had  not  needed  the  admirable  vindications 
of  Calhoun  and  McDuffie,  to  show  him  that  as  a 
financial  medium  it  woiked  beautifully.  Yet  he 
dreaded  it  as  an  engine  which  might  work  great 
mischief.  But  he  relied  on  that  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  residuary  bequest,  of  all  powers  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  effect  the  functions  and  duties 
expressly  assigned.  Ifthen,  he  found  that  the  state  ol 
Ihe  country  now  struggling  in  agony  and  calling  for 
aid,  required  a bank,  however  reluctantly,  he  should 
do,  as  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe, 
Crawford — the  whole  republican  party  of  1816,  did, 
and  vote  for  the  measures  because  ot  necessity.  He 
was  no  believer  in  the  doclrines  that  governmenl 
rould  use  any  other  currency,  but  that  which  was 
in  use  by  the  people.  If  the  people  use  paper,  the 
government  must.  Were  we  to  exchange  our  situ- 
ation and  our  prospects,  dark  as  they  seemed,  for  that 
beau  ideal  of  hard  money,  that  paradise  of  gold  and 
silver,  the  island  of  Cuba,  with  negroes  tour  to  one, 
and  bloodhounds  in  equal  proportion?  Contrast  this 
hard  money  colony,  ol  300  years  growth,  with  Mis- 
sissippi or  Alabama,  with  all  the  evils  of  their  cur- 
rency, and  choose. 

Mr.  Preston  then  disposed  of  the  tariff  question, 
by  saying  that  he  and  his  party  would  rigidly  adhere 
lo  the  compromise,  and  if  any  discrimination  was 
made,  it  would  be  on  luxuries.  He  alluded  with 
wit  and  humor  to  the  proposed  tax  on  French  silks 
and  wines,  which  had  excited  the  righteous  indig- 
nation and  apprehension  of  the  good  people  ol  St. 
John’s,  Colleton,  and  closed  with  an  eloquent  and 
persuasive  appeal  to  all  good  citizens  to  lay  aside 
all  minor  considerations,  and  unite  earnestly  in 
aiding  to  re-establish  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Preston  having  concluded,  the  hon.  H.  S.  Le- 
gare  was  called  for,  and,  on  coming  forward,  was 
received  with  an  enthusiasm  and  spirit  which  show- 
ed how  justly  proud  Charleston  is  of  tier  eloquent 
and  gifted  son. 

His  address  was  of  a nature  so  rich  and  so  varied, 
so  startling  in  its  sudden  changes,  Irom  persuasive 
conversation  and  bold  clear  statement,  to  the  loftiest 
flights  of  true  eloquence,  that  his  audience  were 
completely  taken  by  surprise,  now  chained  in  a rapt 
attention — now  startled  by  a burst  of  indignant  sar- 
casm. Mr.  Legare  was  laboring  under  severe  indis- 
position, but  as  he  went  on  the  orator  forgot  the 
man,  and  the  wealth  of  his  mind  was  never  more 
suddenly  drawn  upon  nor  more  triumphantly  dis- 
played He  spoke  of  the  strange  and  sudden  changes 
which  this  state  had  witnessed  in  her  political  lea- 
ders— and  of  the  character  which  political  opposi- 
tion had  assumed.  Once,  said  he,  in  South  Carolina, 
political  rivalry  was  Ihe  noble  contest  of  gentlemen 
and  cavaliers — a hostility  that  hindred  not  an  oppo- 
nent from  admitting  and  doing  honor  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a rival.  But  now  to  judge  from  specimens 
lately  displayed,  these  controversies  are  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  spirit  of  savages  and  the  language  of  fish- 
women.  To  this  spirit,  let  its  own  course,  upon  the 
death  of  its  object,  be  its  rebuke.  While  living  ge- 
neral Harrison  was  the  object  of  their  most  unme- 
rited obloquy.  How  great  a change  was  wrought  by 
his  death.  Those  who  most  villified  him  living,  do 
him  honor  in  his  new  made  grave.  The  shafts  which 
no  armor  could  repel  while  in  lile,  fall  harmless  and 
spent  from  his  shroud. 

Mr.  Legare  in  his  speech,  introducing  a resolution 
in  favor  ot  increasing  our  naval  defences,  which  he 
advocated  with  great  force  and  cogency,  setting  forth 
the  dangers  that  at  any  time  impended  over  us,  and 
criticising  with  the  most  costic  severity  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  relative  to  the 
affair  of  the  Caroline.  He  then  in  a burst  of  elo- 
quence, demanded  of  the  people  of  tins  state  if  now 
they  were  prepared  to  cut  off!  Mr.  Preston,  and 
whether  they  could  strike  of  the  hand  that  had  bat- 
tle so  gallantly  lor  them,  because  he  had  chosen  to 
exercise  his  own  judgment,  and  not  submit  to  tyran- 
nical party  domination.  His  crime,  said  the  orator, 
was  his  eminence,  his  usefulness,  his  honorable  and 
wide  spread  fame. 

Mr.  Legare  then  closed  his  speech,  aud  the  reso- 
lution was  put  and  carried. 

The  honorable  R.  H.  Wilde,  of  Georgia,  was 
called  for,  and  in  a brief  but  spirited  address  expres- 
sed his  sense  of  the  honor  done  him  by  the  meet- 
ing, almost  strangers  to  him,  and  set  forth  his  own 
views,  in  hearty  concurrence  with  the  resolutions 
offered. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  STATES* 
RIGHTS  PARTY. 

The  democratic  states’  rights  party  held  a meet- 
ing in  Charleston  on  the  27th  ult.  which  the  Mer- 
cury says  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  brilliant 
popular  assemblages  ever  held  in  that  city. 


The  venerable  H.  Deas  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  hon.  J.  F.  Mintzing,  hon.  Ker  Boyce,  Na- 
thaniel Heyward,  esq.  Dr.  J.  M.  Campbell,  col.  J. 
S.  Ashe,  John  Magrath,  esq.  Wm.  Aiken,  esq.  and 
H.  W.  Conner,  esq.  were  named  as  vice  presidents; 
Wm.  D.  Perter,  R.  W.  Gnurdin  and  J.  H.  Dukes, 
esqs.  were  ap pointed  secretaries. 

A committee  of  three  gentlemen,  A.  G.  Magrath, 
M.  I.  Keith  and  H.  Bailey,  esurs.  waited  upon  the 
honorable  John  C.  Calhoun,  and  requested  his  at- 
tendance at  the  meeting.  He  having  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  attended,  his  arrival  was  greeted  with 
the  greatest  enthusiasm.  When  the  applause  had 
somewhat  subsided,  col.  Elmore,  from  a committee 
of  forly  two,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  the 
following  address  and  resolutions,  which  were  una- 
nimously adopted: 

The  call  of  an  extra  session  of  congress  by  those 
inlo  whose  hands  the  affairs  of  the  republic  have 
fallen,  and  Ihe  measures  which  it  is  well  understood 
are  to  be  proposed  for  the  adoption  of  that  body,  have 
caused  us  to  assemble,  that  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  the  people  shall  be  made  known.  These  mea- 
sures are  such  as  must  exercise  a most  important 
influence  on  the  destinies  of  South  Carolina  for  good 
or  for  evil;  and  we  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to 
our  state,  to  ourselves  and  to  our  posterity,  if  we 
failed  to  proclaim,  in  the  most  solemn  mariner,  our 
opinions  upon  them.  At  no  period  since  the  forma- 
tion of  our  constitution,  have  so  many  and  so  grave 
subjects  of  public  policy  been  open  for  the  decision 
ot  the  government.  Heretofore  thpy  have  come  upon 
the  country  singly,  or  few  at  a time.  They  are  now 
crowded  into  one  session;  and  the  deepest  anxiety 
must  pervade  the  bosom  of  every  patriot  for  the  re- 
sult. Some  of  these  questions  have  been,  singly  suf- 
ficient to  agitate  and  shake  the  confederacy  to  its 
very  foundations;  and  we  now  go  into  the  arrange- 
ment of  them  collectively  with  fearful  odds  against 
us.  Never  lias  the  constitution  been  in  more  fearful 
peril;  that  party,  from  its  adoption,  under  one  name 
or  another,  but  ever  the  same  in  its  principles,  the 
advocates  of  a strong  government  and  the  enemy  of 
.popular  rights  and  democratic  principles,  the  old 
federal  party  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  has  again  ob- 
tained a temporary  triumph  and  seized  upon  the 
reins  of  power.  How  that  power  is  to  be  wield- 
ed we  are  left  but  little  room  tndoubt.  Unless  I heir 
leaders  be  arrested  in  their  career  of  mischief,  by 
him  whom  Providence,  we  hope,  for  some  kind  pur- 
pose, has  placed  at  their  head,  there  will  be  consum- 
mated upon  the  country  a series  of  measures  disas- 
trous to  constitutional  freedom  and  fatal  to  southern 
prosperity.  These  measures  are.  1st.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  states.  2d.  The  establishment  of 
a protective  tariff.  3d.  The  creation  of  a public 
debt.  4th.  The  repeal  of  the  act  establishing  an  in- 
dependent treasury;  and  5th  the  incorporation  of  a 
national  bank. 

Against  all  of  these  measures  we  declare  an  un- 
compromising opposition,  because  we  believe  they 
will  exercise  a fatal  influence  on  the  independence 
of  the  states,  the  principles  of  constitutional  liberty 
and  the  constitution  itself,  while  they  will  undermine 
and  finally  overthrow  the  industry,  and  perhaps  the 
very  institutions  of  the  south. 

We  believe  that  congress  possess  no  power  but 
such  as  are  expressly  granted  in  the  constitution,  or 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  those  expressly 
granted:  we  believe  the  constitution  to  be  a funda- 
mental unchanging  rule  of  conduct,  controlling  all 
others;  and  not  altered,  changed  or  controlled  by  any 
circumstances  what  ever;  we  believe  especially  that 
in  this  strict  construction  consist  thesafety  of  south- 
ern institutions.  As  we, are  the  weaker  portion  of 
the  confederacy  and  becoming  relatively  more  and 
more  so  every  day,  our  property  will  be  at  the  mercy 
of  hostile  majorities,  which  may  as  fairly  construe  a 
power  out  of  the  constitution  to  create  a protective 
tariff',  or  to  abolish  slavery,  as  to  establish  a bank. 
We  believe  that  industry  should  be  burdened  with  no 
taxes,  whether  direct,  or  in  the  shape  of  duties  on 
imports,  but  what  are  absolutely  necessary  for  con- 
ducting the  government  with  efficiency  and  economy 
and  that  no  right  exists  in  congress  to  make  discri- 
mination in  laying  them  to  encourage  and  protect  one 
pursuit  or  branch  ot  industry  at  theexpense  of  others  ; 
we  believe  a national  debt  to  be  a national  misfor- 
tune; and  if  created  without  necessity,  as  a fraudu- 
lent pretext  for  raising  the  taxes,  or  a means  to  pro- 
vide a capital  for  a bank,  we  regard  it  as  a national 
calamity  which  will  deservedly  entail  execration  on 
all  who  support  it. 

At  the  head  of  the  measures  which  it  is  under- 
stood will  be  pressed  upon  congress,  is  Ihe  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
amongst  the  states.  These  amount  on  an  average  to 
about  $3,000,000  annually.  At  the  very  time  this 
proposition  is  made  to  take  out  of  the  public  treasu- 
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ry  $'3,000,000  anti  to  divide  it  as  a gift  amongst  the 
states,  they  declare  that  the  treasury  is  not  able  to 
jiay  Ihe  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government;  and 
that  they  must  saddle  on  the  country  a public  debt 
by  borrowing  at  least  $12,000,000  for  immediate  ex- 
igencies, and  also  that  they  must  annually  raise  seve- 
ral millions  more  beyond  the  $3,000,000  thus  ab- 
stracted, by  increasing  the  taxation  on  the  people 
through  the  tariff.  And  at  the  same  time,  be  it  remem- 
bered, we  are  almost  on  the  point  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, the  most  powerful  nation  of  the  globe,  upon 
Questions,  of  boundary  and  national  law  of  the  great- 
est importance  and  difficulty — while  we  are  un- 
prepared, our  (owns  and  coasts  being  almost  with- 
out fortifications — our  forts  without  soldiers  or  arms, 
our  arsenals  but  indifferently  supplied  with  muni- 
tions and  military  stores,  and  our  navy  interior  in 
numbers  and  behind  their  cofernporanes  in  equip- 
ments of  the  improved  implements.of  modern  war- 
fare. It'  the  public  service  require  money,  this 
should  be  used  for  that  service — if  it  be  not  needed, 
there  is  no  excuse  for  increasing  the  burthens  of 
the  country  by  raising  the  tariff.  If  they  increase 
taxation  on  the  people  to  raise  money  to  give  back 
to  the  states,  we  should  see  little  to  admire  in  the 
scheme  but  its  stupidity  and  folly.  Unfortunately, 
however,  there  is  more  which,  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, makes  it  wantonly  oppressive,  because  it 
will  lax  our  people  more  than  live  dollars  lor  every 
one  it  gives  back  to  our  state:  it  uses  the  treasure 
of  the  nation  as  a bribe  to  degrade  the  states  into 
miserable  dependiencies  on  federal  patronage,  and 
taxes  us,  the  people,  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
thus  created  in  the  treasury:  it  is  an  unconstitu- 
tional and  debasing  use  of  the  public  money:  it 
goes  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  states;  it 
stimulates  them  to  reckless  expenditures,  and  im- 
parts a spirit  of  extravagance  subversive  of  those 
maxims  of  economy  which  are  the  best  securities  of' 
republican  government;  it  is  the  entering  wedge 
to  assuming  the  debts  of  the  states,  and  it  is  in  vio- 
lation of  a compact  by  which  a large  part  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  were  ceded  by  the  states  to  the  general 
government. 

The  next  leading  measure  is  the  increase  of  a pro- 
tective tariff.  England,  into  whose  very  vitals  the 
shackles  ol  the  protective  system  for  ages  have 
worn,  enlightened  by  such  inquiries  as  her  parlia- 
ment alone  makes;  through  committees  of  her  wisest 
statesmen,  and  examinations  of  her  ablest  econo- 
mists and  most  practical  merchants,  is  preparing  to 
break  and  cast  away  these  fetters  of  barbarous  and 
by-gone  theories,  and  to  adopt  the  wise  policy  of  a 
free  commerce  with  all  the  world.  The  odious  corn 
laws,  which  sat  an  incubus  upon  her  manufactures, 
starving  the  poor  to  make  the  lich  monopolists 
richer,  the  most  cherished  error  of  her  system,  with 
all  its  mischievous  brood  of  monopolies  and  exac- 
tions, is  in  the  act  of  being  swept  aw  ay  by  the  force 
of  truth  and  the  claims  ofjustice,  at  Ihe  very  moment 
that  our  rulers  are  seeking  wickedly  and  wontonly 
to  raise  taxes,  and  inflict  the  burdens  of  a protective 
tariff  on  our  people. 

The  distribution  of  the  revenue  from  public  lands, 
adopted  to  create  a deficiency  in  the  treasury,  gives 
fradulently  the  argument  of  a public  necessity  for 
what  would  otherwise  be  without  even  the  shadow 
of  reason  or  excuse.  We  are  told,  however,  that  the 
compromise  shall  be  observed!  We  ask,  how  ob- 
served? According  to  its  true  inlent  and  meaning 
for  revenue  purposes  only?  laying  duties  equally  and 
fairly,  and  only  for  raising  so  much  money  as  is  ne- 
cessary lor  the  economical  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment? We  hazard  little  in  answering  no.  We 
have  too  many  indications  that  the  history  of  the 
past,  if  not  forgotten,  will  be  disregarded  as  far  as  it 
dares  be,  and  that  southern  industry  and  slave  labor 
will  again  be  made  to  bear  the  burdens  of  partial  le- 
gislation and  unequal  taxation.  Under  pretext  of 
taxing  luxuries,  wines  and  silks,  which  are  so  large- 
ly exchanged  lor  our  staples,  have  already  been  se- 
lected for  heavy  duties.  If,  to  raise  a revenue,  ab- 
solutely necessary,  all  luxuries  were  equally  taxed, 
we  should  have  no  cause  of  complaint;  or  if  the 
taxes  now  imposed  on  necessaries  were  reduced, 
and  the  sum  lost  thereby  made  up  by  equal  taxes 
on  all  luxuries,  we  should  see  reason  to  applaud  a 
measure  which  would  afford  essential  relief  to  the 
laboring  classes.  It  is  not  lhal  silks  and  wines  are 
lo  be  taxed,  but  that  amongst  luxuries,  they  alone, 
which  constitute  so  large  a portion  of  what  is  ex- 
changed for  the  products  of  our  labor,  should  be  se- 
lected; it  is  this  odious  discrimination — the  new 
southern  whig  phrase  by  which  is  disguised  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  and  which,  if  admitted,  will  make 
the  compromise  worth  less  than  the  paper  it  is  writ- 
ten upon.  Let  the  principle  of  protection  be  given 
Vip,  as  promised,  ami  the  compromise  be  carried  out 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning,  and  it  will 
be  a bond  of  union  strong  as  brother’s  love._  We 
Will  agree,  if  taxed  fairly  and  equally,  to  divide  our 


last  dollar  with  the  government,  but  we  deny  its 
right  to  enact  a protective  tariff,  to  wring  from  us, 
by  unconstitutional  legislation,  the  proceeds  of  our 
honest  labor — and  South  Carolina  is  no  more  pre- 
pared now  than  her  history  proves  she  ever  has 
been,  tamely  to  submit  to  oppression  and  tyranny. 

Coincident  in  point  of  time  with  these  measures, 
■and  forming  a part  of  their  great  scheme  of  opera- 
tions they  purpose  the  creation  a public  debt,  and 
the  repeal  of  the  act  establishing  an  independent 
treasury,  with  the  same  fraudulent  intent  to  furnish 
an  excuse  in  a pretended  necessity  for  establishing 
a national  bank,  and  furnishing  in  the  stock  issued 
for  the  public  debt,  a capital  to  be  subscribed  for  it. 
First,  the  public  treasure  is  to  be  unconstitutionally 
wasted  by  distributing  it  amongst  the  states,  that  a 
deficiency  may  be  made  in  the  public  revenue — 
money  must  then  he  borrowed  to  some  40,000,000 
of  dollars  upon  stocks  issued  to  secure  the  loan — and 
the  constitutional  treasury  abolished  to  make  way 
for  a national  bank,  a large  part  of  the  capital  of 
which  will  be  subscribed  lor  and  paid  in  this  stock 
as  the  capitals  of  its  predecessors  both  were.  By 
thus  bartering  for  (heir  support,  the  indebted  states 
are  brought  up  by  distributing  the  land  revenue, 
tlie  tarilf  interests  by  protective  duties  and  Ihe  stock- 
jobbers by  the  establishment  of  a bank,  and  all  those 
who  are  for  internal  improvements  and  other  extra- 
vagant scheme  of  lavish  expenditures,  because  these 
follow  as  the  natural  and  almost  necessary  result  of 
their  latitudinarian  principles. 

Of  all  these  measures,  that  w hich  is  the  subject  of 
their  most  strenuous  efforts  and  the  object  of  their 
most  anxious  hopes,  is  a national  bank — a party 
bank — the  great  means  to  cement  their  party,  to 
perpetuate  its  ascendency,  and  to  override  and  crush 
down  the  spirit  of  republican  democracy  and  consti- 
Jutional  freedom.  We  deny  that  congress  has  any 
constitutional  power  to  incorporate  a national  bank. 
11  can  only  be  carried  on  by  an  incorporated  com- 
pany. The  constitution  contains  no  grant  of  a 
power  to  establish  a bank — on  the  contrary  the 
journals  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  consti- 
tution shows — 

That  a power  to  make  a national  bank  was  asked 
for  and  relused. 

That  a power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation 
was  asked  for  and  refused. 

And  this  proposition,  though  varied  in  many  ways 
and  often  repeated,  was  as  often  defeated — indeed 
so  jealously  was  the  power  of  incorporation  regard- 
ed, that  in  refusing  it  for  canals  and  internal  im- 
provements, Mr.  Jefferson  tells  us  it  was  from  a 
fear  that  such  corporations  would  be  converted  into 
banks. 

The  power  lo  make  a bank,  and  (be  power  to 
create  any  corporation,  being  thus  repeatedly  re- 
fused to  the  constitution,  can  the  general  govern- 
ment assume  it  by  indirect  means — by  implication 
and  construction?  It  is  claimed  as  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  following  enumerated 
powers;  lo  collect  taxes,  duties,  imports  and  ex- 
cises; to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States;  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  commerce. 

If  necessary  and  proper  to  effect  these  great  ends, 
why  was  the  power  to  establish  a bank  absolutely 
relused  hy  the  convention?  It  cannot  be  pretended 
in  answer  to  this  question  that  the  convention  was 
ignorant  of  the  uses  of  banks.  Besides  the  bank  of 
England,  and  that  of  New  York  in  New  York,  and 
of  Massachusetts  in  Boston,  then  in  existence,  the 
bank  of  North  America  was  at  that  very  time  in 
successful  opera! ion  in  the  very  city  where  the  con- 
vention was  deliberating.  It  was,  therefore,  with  a 
very  full  knowledge  of  all  the  advantages  which 
their  agency  promised,  or  the  agency  of  a national 
bank  could  afford,  that  the  convention  forbore  lo 
avail  itself  of  the  former,  and  utterly  refused  to  in- 
corporate the  latter.  Considering  it  neither  neces- 
sary or  proper,  they  refused  to  allow  it  an  existence. 
It  is  no  reply  to  a constitutional  argument  to  say 
that  circumstances  have  changed,  and  make  that 
now  necessarv  arid  proper  which  was  not  so  then; 
that  would  make  the  constitution  the  creature  of 
circumstances,  changing  and  varying  with  every 
fluctuation  in  our  condition.  Instead  of  being  a 
fundamental  law  controlling  all  others,  an  organic 
rule,  regulating  and  restraining  the  inferior  agencies 
employed  in  administering  the  government,  it  would 
itself  become  subject  to  their  control  and  be  shaped 
at  their  will. 

Nor  do  we  regard  the  repeated  exercise  of  this 
power,  nor  the  repeated  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  in  its  favor,  as  settling  the  question  in  favor  of 
its  constitutionality.  Questions  of  constitutional 
right  and  liberty  are  always  open  to  the  people.  No 
length  of  lime,  and  no  repetition  of  it,  can  sanc- 
tify usurpation  into  a right.  Il  belongs  not  lo  the 
past,  but  to  the  present;  and  we  must  judge  for  our- 


selves, ami  may  at  all  times,  rectify  the  mistakes  of 
our  ancestors.  The  constitution  is  older  and  stronger, 
•note  binding  and  more  sacred  than  any  error,  and 
it  is  at  all  times  our  right  and  our  duty  to  restore  and 
vindicate  its  true  construction.  If  it  have  defects  in 
this  particular,  it  should  be  amended  in  the  inode 
provided  by  itself.  Any  other  mode  of  amendment 
iioweversanctioned  by  tune,  by  repetition,  and  by  Ihe 
judgments  of'  the  corn fs,  is  but  the  interpolation  of 
precedent,  and  should  be  regarded  as  of  no  binding 
authority  on  the  people. 

Having  thus  briefly  staled  some  of  the  constitu- 
tional objections  to  a bank,  we  will  as  briefly  ex- 
amine some  of  the  arguments  lor  its  utility  and  ex- 
pediency. It  is  advocated  on  the  ground  that  it  will 
equalize  exchanges,  regulate  banks,  give  a sound 
currency,  by  exacting  specie  payments,  and  thus  act 
favorably  on  Ihe  interests  of  trade.  The  history  of 
the  past  is  lull  of  instruction.  Trade  itself  makes 
exchanges;  and  the  market  cost  is  according  to  the 
value  of  the  currency  which  is  paid  for  it.  If  the 
banks  pay  specie,  no  other  regulation  is  needed. 
The  states  are  competent  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
specie  within  their  respective  jurisdictions — it  is 
said  that  New  York  alone  can,  and  will,  through  her 
banks,  enforce  this  wherever  she  deals,  by  simply 
receiving  their  bills  and  presenting  them  to  be  cash- 
ed at  the  banks  of  other  slates;  and  upon  their  fai- 
lure to  pav,  protesting  and  putting  them  in  suit  in 
the  courts  of  the  U.  States.  A bank  of  the  United 
States  could  do  no  more.  If  clothed  with  sufficient 
power  to  regulate  them,  it  will  have  the  power  to 
destroy  the  state  banks;  and  their  interest  will  he  de- 
pendent on  its  discretion.  There  are  already  more 
banks  than  the  exigencies  of  commerce  and  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country  require.  A national  bank 
will  add  vastly  to  the  nominal,  but  nothing  to  the 
real  capital — its  first  step  will  be  to  provide  itself 
with  specie,  which  it  will  draw  from  the  other 
banks — its  next  will  be  to  break  down  and  destroy  as 
many  of  them  as  will  make  room  forthe  employment 
of  its  own  capital.  Its  first  effect,  instead  of  making 
money  more  abundant,  will  be  to  make  it  more 
scarce.  The  local  banks  must  contract  their  circu- 
lation and  withdraw  their  accommodations  to  avoid 
being  swallowed  up — the  debts  due  to  them  must  be 
hurried  into  collection,  and  thousands  on  thousands 
made  bankrupt  by  the  process;  Ihe  prices  of  stocks 
will  fall,  banks  be  broken,  stockholders  ruined,  arid 
the  value  of  houses,  lands,  negroes,  and  all  kinds  of 
property,  shaken  and  unsettled  by  fatal  depressions. 
Who  can  calculate  the  ruin,  or  picture  the  distress! 
Long  years  of  intense  suffering  and  bankruptcy  will 
drag  over  a prostrate  country,  before  its  business 
will  be  reconstructed  and  a wholesome  prosperity 
restored. 

This  is  an  enormous  power  to  give  a corporation— 
a monopoly  to  enrich  or  ruin  at  its  pleasure— to  hold 
the  issues  of  prosperity  or  deslruction  in  its  hand. 
Is  it  wise  or  expedient  to  grant  i 1?  Can  we  be  as- 
sured that  the  power  will  be  wisely,  justly  exercis- 
ed for  the  public  good?  How  shall  the  regulator 
itself  be  regulated?  How  be  compelled  to  observe 
law,  forbear  to  struggle  for  political  power,  or  to 
buy  the  support  ot  politicians  and  the  press?  How 
to  conduct  ils  affairs  upon  pure  banking  principles? 
It  is  utterly  impossible.  The  late  developments 
of  the  United  States  bank  at  Philadelphia  and  the 
destruction  of  the  vouchers  for  its  wholesale  bribe- 
ry, clearly  show  how  impossible  it  will  be  to  estab- 
lish by  legal  evidence  the  grossest  sins  against  the 
laws  of  the  land.  It  will  be  in  the  uncontrolled  pos- 
session ol  concentrated  capital  and  credit  with  which 
it  can  centralize  trade  where  it  is  located,  control 
the  banks  and  business  of  the  country  at  its  discre- 
tion, raise  or  depress  the  value  of  property  as  it 
pleases,  exercise  a dangerous  influence  if  not  con- 
trol over  the  government  and  politics  of  the  country, 
without  the  people  having  the  least  security  that  this 
immense  power  will  be  properly  exercised,  or  the 
least  ability  to  arrest  it  if  mischievously  employed. 

But  should  these  measures,  so  fatally  at  war  with 
the  principles  ol  state  rights,  and  so  ruinous  to  south- 
ern interests,  receive  the  support  of  a majority  of 
congiess,  let  us  still,  still  hope  until  that  hope  is 
realized,  or  we  are  undeceived  by  his  apostacy.  that 
John  Tyler,  who  once  received  the  vote  ot  South 
Carolina  for  one  of  the  heighest  offices  in  the  govern- 
ment, was  not  then,  nor  is  now,  unworthy  ot  that 
confidence,  and  of  the  elevated  station  to  which  he 
has  attained;  that  true  still,  amidst  the  blandishments 
of  office  to  the  higher  attractions  of  his  duty  to  Ihe 
constitution  and  to  an  enduring  fame,  (worth  more 
than  temporary  power),  his  future  couise  will  be  con- 
sistent with  his  former,  and  that  all  the  pledges  of  his 
early  achievements  in  defence  of  the  constitution 
against  encroachments  and  perversions,  will  be  now 
consummated  by  his  rescuing  it  from  its  enemies, 
and  restoring  it  purified  and  redeemed  to  a grateful 
country.  Should  he  thu9  become  the  standard  bearer 
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of  the  constitution,  it  is  needless  to  say  how  joyful- 
ly South  Carolina  will  stand  side  by  side  with  him 
in  every  battle  field,  giving  him  her  support,  and 
sharing  every  danger  with  him.  But  should  he, 
unhappily  for  his  own  lame,  sanction  the  doctrines 
of  federalism,  and  give  his  support  to  the  principles 
and  measures  his  life  has  been  spent  in  combatting, 
then  he  too  will  meet  from  us  the  same  uncompro- 
mising opposition  which  vve  extend  to  all  tile  ene- 
mies of  our  principles. 

Bui,  fellow  citizens,  our  truest  hope  is  in  the  jus- 
tice of  our  cause  and  that  indoininable  spirit  of  free- 
dom which  has  always  enabled  South  Carolina,  come 
from  whom  it  may,  to  resist  and  repel  aggression 
upon  her  rights.  Let  us,  then,  with  the  memory 
before  us  of  the  glorious  examples  of  the  past,  rouse 
every  energy  for  this  struggle,  remembering  that 
victory  now  will  secure  freedom  forever.  Be  it 
therefore 

t.  Resolved,  That  the  distribution  among  the 
states  of  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  is  an  impolitic,  unauthorised  and  unconstitu- 
tional waste  of  the  public  money,  degrading  so 
vereign  states  into  dependent  pensioners  of  the  fe- 
deral government,  and  stimulating  them  to  an  ex- 
travagance subversive  of  all  those  maxims  of  eco- 
nomy which  are  the  best  securites  of  a republic; 
depriving  the  government  of  one  of  its  legitimate 
sources  of  revenue,  to  furnish  a fraudulent  pretext 
for  an  increased  tariff;  and  at  variance  with  the  in- 
tention ot  the  states  in  their  cession  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  general  government. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  creation  of  a na- 
tional debt  as  a great  misfortune;  which  can  only  be 
excused  bv  the  utmost  necessity  to  meet  engage- 
ments honestly  incurred  to  support  the  government 
oi  in  defence  ot  country. 

r 3.  Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  power  to  lay 
protective  duties,  to  encourage  and  aid  one  branch 
ot  industry  or  pursuit,  at  the  expense  of  others:  that 
discrimination  in  duties  with  such  a view  is  but 
another  name  for  protection,  and  is  unjust  and  un- 
constitutional; that  in  true  intent  and  meaning  the 
compromise  repudiates  protection,  and  requires  that 
duties  shall  be  levied  lor  revenue  only,  and  that  no 
more  shall  be  colluded  than  is  absolutely  required 
for  the  economical  administration  of  the  government 
that  all  duties  to  be  fairly  laid,  should  be  upon  the 
equal  and  ad  valorem  principle,  and  if  discrimina- 
tion is  made,  it  should  be  to  take  duties  off  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  which  will  be  a great  benefit  to  the 
laboring  classes,  and  lay  them  on  all  luxuries  equal- 
ly which  will  injure  none. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  law  establishing  a treasury 
independent  of  ail  banks,  is  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution,  a safe,  sound  and  wise  policy,  and 
should  not  be  repealed. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  power  to  incorporate  a 
bank  is  not  only  not  in  the  constitution,  but  was 
expressly  refused  to  congress:  that  its  establishment 
will  be  a wound  in  the  constitution,  and  irdlict  a 
fatal  blow  upon  the  best  interests  of  S.  Carolina. 

6.  Revolved,  That  congress  having  no  authority 
under  the  constitution  to  incorporate  a national 
bank,  if  such  an  inslitution  be  incorporated,  we  hold 
that  the  charter  may  at  any  time  be  repealed  and  the 
bank  abolished. 

7.  Resolved , That  we  deprecate  severally  the 
measures  above  named,  as  the  mutually  dependent 
parts  of  one  scheme,  which  can  originate  but  in  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  and  must  result  in  heavy 
calamities  to  the  country;  that  a national  bank  espe- 
cially would  be  most  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
Soulti  Carolina;  and  that  no  representative  of  hers 
can  promote  either  measure,  especially  the  establish- 
ing such  bank  without  the  direct  sac;ifice  of  her 
principles,  the  disregard  of  her  wishes,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  his  trust,  the  imposing  upon  her  the  heaviest 
of  misfortunes. 

8.  Resolved,  That  I he  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  by 
his  fidelity  to  South- Carolina,  his  vindication  of  the 
constitution  and  tiic  unwearied  zeal  and  ability  with 
which  he  has  supported  the  rigtits  and  interests  of 
the  whole  soulli  lias  preserved  unshaken  our  confi- 
dence in  I he  purity  and  integrity  of  his  character, 
and  won  for  himself  our  admiration  and  gratitude; 
and  that  vve  gladly  avail  ourselves  of  this  occasion  to 
say  to  him,  well  done  for  the  past,  and  God  speed 
for  the  future. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  LOAN  BILL. 

From  the  Notional  Intelligencer. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JULY  8. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  committee 
ol  1 he  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  ( Mr.  Bp.iggs 
ol  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  authoris- 
ing a loan  not  exceeding  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Pickens  rose  and  addressed  the  committee 
during  the  hour,  in  urgent  opposition  to  the  bill. 

He  did  not  desire,  he  said,  to  trespass  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee.  He  knew  how  great  the 


disposition  was  to  hurry  business  through,  and  lie 
knew  that  there  was  a great  indisposition  on  the 
part  both  of  the  house  and  the  committee  to  consider 
such  bills  as  these.  During  the  whole  period  of  his 
service  here,  he  had  been  struck  with  the  remarkable 
fact  that  on  all  money  questions,  upon  all  bills  in- 
volving appropriations  of  the  public  money,  there 
was  more  apalhy  and  indifference,  and  less  conside- 
ration Ilian  on  any  other  measures.  lie  did  nol 
know  wiiy  this  was;  but  such  was  the  fact.  And  yel, 
if  any  measures  were  more  important  than  others, 
they  certainly  were  those  which  related  to  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country,  and  the  mode  and  manner  of  rais- 
ing the  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  exigencies  and 
expenses  of  tiie  government. 

We  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  nothing  wa3 
more  iinporlant  in  the  affairs  of  government  than  the 
taxing  power.  This  might  be  a prejudice,  but,  if  it 
was,  we  had  inherited  it  from  our  ancestors  and 
from  tiie  proudest  associations  of  our  own  time.  It 
had  always  been  considered  the  lest  of  liberty  here 
and  in  Great  Britain.  The  bill  before  (he  commit- 
tee, although  nominally  a bill  to  borrow  money, 
was,  in  fact,  a bill  to  lay  a tax  upon  the  community 
for  tiie  purpose  of  paying  tins  loan.  Tiie  great 
question  now  was,  whether  this  loan  was  necessary 
under  existing  circumstances;  and,  if  so,  the  great 
question  tor  future  consideration  was,  how  should 
the  loan  be  paid.  How  were  we  to  lav  a tax,  to 
raise  the  means  to  pay  off  this  loan?  Every  people 
bad  a peculiar  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  liber- 
ty; and  the  English  people  had  always  judged  of  the 
powers  of  the  government  by  all  measures  correct- 
ed with  the  finances  of  the  trover;,, nent.  The  line 
which  separated  t£"  power  of  government  Iroin  pri- 
Yu<.e  property  was  the  line  which  defined  English 
liberty.  And  the  true  and  real  mode  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  privileges  and  liberlies  of  the  people 
was  the  power  they  had  to  restrain  taxation  by  go- 
vernment. It  was  this  consideration  which  made 
this  bill  and  others  connected  with  it  of  the  deepest 
importance  to  every  portion  of  the  tax  paying  com- 
munity. He  hoped  and  trusted  that  gentlemen  who 
conscientiously  opposed  these  measures  would  not 
be  considered  as  acting  from  any  factious  desire  to 
thwart  the  just  purposes  of  government.  His  own 
opposition  went  to  all  these  measures — to  the  sys- 
tem as  a whole.  And  let  not  gentlemen  take  up 
the  idea  that  this  opposition  was  based  upon  any 
technical  or  abstract  notions.  A gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Underwood),  the  oilier  day  had 
spoken  of  the  ridiculous  idea  of  state  authorily  or 
state  rights.  He,  (Mr.  F.)  had  known  many  in- 
stances in  which  gentlemen  had  denounced  as  hum- 
buggery  that  which  they  had  not  themselves  the  fa- 
culty to  comprehend. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  we  had  a 
peculiar  government,  differing  from  any  other  on 
this  very  point  of  taxation.  That  there  were  no 
countries  which  even  approached  to  it  in  its  fiscal 
operation,  except  France  and  Russia;  that,  owing  to 
onr  local  interests,  our  extent  of  territory,  and  va- 
riety of  climate,  Great  Biitain  could  raise  two  hun- 
dred millions  by  tax,  and  disburse  it  over  her  small 
territorv  without  producing  any  material  effect  on 
the  resources  or  the  national  wealth  ol  that  country, 
where  we  could  not  raise  filly  millions.  And  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  there  was  a 
natural  sensativeiiess  here  in  regard  to  the  fiscal 
operations  ol  the  government,  the  tendency  ol  which 
was  to  make  one  poilion  of  our  territory  coutiibule 
to  the  revenue  and  another  to-  receive  it.  This  was 
the  great  difference  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Great  Biitain,  and  this 
was  the  cause  of  the  power  and  immense  fiscal  re- 
sources of  the  latter  nation.  And  here  was  the  fatal 
error  into  which  gentlemen  who  sustained  this  sys- 
tem of  measures  had  fallen;  they  had  taken  their 
example  from  England,  from  English  institutions 
and  English  principles  and  customs,  and  they  at- 
tempted  to  apply  it  to  us- — to  a people  totally  dif- 
ferent in  every  respect.  This  argument  Mr.  P.  car- 
ried out  at  some  length. 

What  lie  desired  was,  that  gentlemen  should  pause 
and  consider  what  they  were  about.  Let  them  not 
revive  a system  which  Alexender  Hamilton  and  his 
associates  very  patriotically  at  that  time  engrafted 
upon  our  government  in  its  first  stages,  when  they 
believed  the  federal  government  to  be  too  weak — an 
opinion  originating  in  an  honest  error.  But  those 
who  now  opposed  this  system  of  measures  did  so  be- 
cause they  lirmly  believed  that  the  tendency  of  them 
was  to  injure  the  country — to  produce  ill-teeling 
and  sectional  jealousy,'  which  would,  in  the  end,  re- 
sult in  a dissolution  of  the  union.  Not  that  he  made 
any  threat  of  that  kind — not  that  he  was  disposed  to 
go  to  that  length,  or  to  any  thing  looking  towards  it. 
He  looked  to  the  progress  ol  things.  We  were 
treading  on  dangerous  ground,  and  the  people  never 
would  submit  tamely  to  the  unjust  and  unequal  ope- 
ration of  this  government.  Not,  he  repeated,  that 


he  would  resist,  but  the  tendency  of  these  things 
was  to  produce  the  results  he  had  spoken  of. 

Mr.  F.  then  referred  to  the  attempt  to  arraign 
parties,  which,  he  said,  had  been  made  yesterday  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
(Mr.  Fillmore).  Mr.  I’,  deprecated  any  effort  of 
tiie  kind,  and  would  not,  he  said,  tollow  the  ex- 
ample which  had  been  set  in  that  respect. 

The  house  was  now  presented  in  a remarkable 
attitude  before  the  country.  Only  two  days  since, 
a bill  had  been  passed  which  took  three  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  regular  revenue,  and  then  imme- 
diately afterwards  came  the  naked  proposition  (o 
borrow  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  Did  gentlemen 
suppose  that  the  tax  paying  portion  of  the  people 
would  not  inquire  into  the  matter — that  they  would 
not  ask  why  it  was  that  we  distributed  the  revenue 
of  the  country  w ith  one  hand,  and  with  the  other 
laid  an  additional  tax  upon  the  people?  Such  a pro- 
position never  had  been  presented  to  a deliberative 
assembly. 

Dir.  F.  then  laid  down  tile  proposition  that  there 
was  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  a loan  at  all,  and, 
to  sustain  this  position,  examined  with  great  minute- 
ness tile  report  and  estimates  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  made  at  the  present  session,  comparing 
them  with  estimates  made  by  himself,  with  a view 
of  ascertaining  what  the  present  and  prospective 
wants  of  the  treasury  were.  His  calculations  had 
brought  him  to  a result  II. e correctness  of  which  he 
believed  to  be  demonstrable  that  no  loan  was  need- 
ed, 

But  Mr.  P.  contended  t hat,  even  if  the  views  he 
had  taken  ol  the  wants  of  the  government  and  the 
means  of  supplying  those  wants  was  not  correct, 
Ihe  whig  party,  it  was  to  be  remembered,  had  come 
in  upon  principles  of  reform.  He  went  with  the 
gentleman  Irom  Maryland,  ( Mr.  Sollers),  who 
had  said  that  reform  was  one  of  the  verdicts  of  the 
people;  and  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
were  called  upon  to  entei  upon  their  judgment.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  called  upon  this  house  to  enter  up  the 
judgment  of  economy  and  reiorin,  instead  of  going 
further  and  deeper  in  public  expenditures  than  any 
other  administi ation  which  had  preceded  this,  as  it 
was  now'  proposed  to  do. 

Mr.  Pickens  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to 
point  out  the  items  of  expenditure  which  might, 
without  the  least  injury  to  Ihe  interest  of  the  go- 
vernment or  to  the  public  service,  sutler  retrench- 
ment. He  quoted  the  report  of  the  secretary  ol  the 
treasury  of  December  9.  1840;  from  it  he  took  the 
several  items,  and  then  stated  how  much,  in  his 
opinion,  each  might  be  reduced.  The  result  of  the 
first  branch  of  this  reduction  of  particulars  was  a 
sum  to  be  retrenched  amounting  to  $S52,000. 

He  next  went  into  the  items  of  pensions,  the  Flo- 
rida war,  and  ihe  expenditures  of  congress;  on  these, 
with  a few  minor  ones  in  addition,  he  estimated  that 
there  might,  without  injury,  be  a saving  of  four 
millions. 

Mr.  P.  bail  gotten  thus  far  in  his  subject,  and 
was  just  about  to  enter  into  a comparison  of  the  re- 
lative advantages  of  a loan  and  of  treasury  notes, 
when  the  hour  alloted  under  the  new  rule  to  the 
speech  of  each  member  having  expired,  he  was  cut 
short  by  the  chair.  He  remonstrated  much  and 
loudly,  pronouncing  Ihe  rule  the  most  abominable 
regulation  that  ever  was  invented  by  tyranny,  and 
it  was  not  till  repeatedly  admonished  by  the  chair 
that  he  was  out  of  ordei  that  he  finally  took  his  seat, 
giving  notice  that  he  would,  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
in  order,  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  introducing  a 
substitute,  giving  ample  means  to  Ihe  treasury,  but 
avoiding  the  evils  ol  which  he  complained  in  the  bill 
now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Sergeant  next  addressed  the  committee: 
and  seldom  lias  the  reporter  more  regretted  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  hearing  that  gentleman;  lie  fears 
that  owing  to  this  circumstance  lie  will  be  able  to 
present  but  an  imperfect  sketch  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  the  late  adminis'ration  had 
had  possession  of  the  government  down  to  tiie  even- 
ing of  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  had  gone  out  of 
power  leaving  the  government  minus  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This,  of  course,  has 
been  through  a mistake — il  must  have  been — for  it 
could  never  have  been  the  intention  of  Ihose  recent- 
ly in  power  that  the  government  should  not  be  car- 
ried on;  but,  as  they  left  it  no  means  lo  do  so,  it 
must  of  course  stop,  or  go  limping  and  halting  mi- 
serably along,  during  the  rest  of  the  year — and  that 
during  a very  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  By  no  one  had  this  critical  state  of  our 
affairs  been  more  loudly  or  extensively  proclaimed 
to  the  world  than  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Pickens).  He  had  made  it  known, 
not  only  throughout  this  country,  but  he  had  led  Ihe 
people  of  England  to  believe  that  war  with  the  U. 
States  was  inevitable;  and,  so  far  had  this  impres- 
sion  been  produced,  that  even  our  Mediterranean’ 
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squadron  had  been  notified  that,  looking  to  the  slate 
of  high  excitement  which  prevailed  in  England 
as  well  as  on  this  side  the  water,  and  especially 
at  the  high  tone  of  feeling  existing  in  this  house, 
as  manifested  by  the  gentleman’s  report,  the  idea 
of  avoiding  a war  was  entirely  out  ot  Ihe  question; 
and  in  consequence,  they  had  hastened  to  get  out 
of  the  strails  of  Gibraltar  into  the  open  ocean,  and 
one  had  never  stopped  till  she  had  actually  come 
all  the  way  home.  [A  laugh.]  The  country, 
then,  had  been,  it  seemed,  on  the  brink  ot  a war 
when  this  mistake  had  been  committed;  and  it 
seemed  too,  that  the  fear  of  a war  was  as  great  a mis- 
take as  the  providing  no  means  to  meet  it,  for,  by 
some  stop-cock  or  salety-valve,  all  this  high-pres- 
sure excitement  had  been  quickly  drawn  off,  and 
the  unlucky  vessel,  after  running  across  the  entire 
width  of  the  ocean,  had  returned  quietly  back  to  her 
station.  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  this  course,  on  the  part 
of  the  late  administration,  could  have  been  nothing 
but  a mistake,  for,  if  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  (Mr  Pickens), 
was  right,  and  all  the  world  was  right  in  what  they 
had  concluded  from  his  report,  (and  the  impression 
then  produced  had  never  been  out  of  sight  in  England 
till  the  disturbance  of  her  own  elections  at  home  had 
put  it  out  of  her  thoughts),  and  war  had  actually 
been  so  near  at  hand,  the  administration  never  could 
have  dreamed  of  leaving  their  country  without  ar- 
mor of  defence,  Or  a dollar  to  meet  the  emergency. 
But  what  had  happened  in  the  meanwhile?  A change 
of  administration.  And  who  made  it?  The  people 
of  the  United  States.  How  was  it  made?  Under 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  And  what  for? 
Because  they  choose  it;  that  was  a -sufficient  reason, 
nor  was  ttie  sovereign  power  bound  to  give  any 
other.  The  people  choose  to  change  the  administra- 
tion, and  they  did  change  it;  but  the  country  was 
not  changed,  or  the  interests  of  the  country,  or  Ihe 
relations  between  the  government  and  the  people. 
Not  at  all.  These  remain  just  as  they  had  been — 
the  duty  on  the  one  hand  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means,  and  the  duty  on  the  other  to  take  care  of  the 
union.  The  union  was  our  country.  Mr.  S.  never 
had  had  any  other;  nor  would  he  ever  acknowledge 
any  other;  and  he  never  would  submit  to  have  his 
country  taken  from  him.  And  this,  he  believed, 
was  the  sober  determination  of  the  people  of  the 
union. 

If  ever  there  was  a time  when  all  who  loved  the 
country  were  called  to  hold  fast  the  truth  that  the 
union  is  our  country,  it  was  immediately  after  the 
utterance  to  the  world  of  such  a report  as  that  of 
the  gentleman,  when  its  language  threatened  us 
with  a war  in  which  every  power  and  every  re- 
source we  possessed  must  be  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
And  what  had  been  the  cause  of  such  a mistake  as 
had  been  committed  by  the  gentleman  and  his 
friends  in  power?  He  believed,  he  misted  that  it 
had  been  tor  purposes,  (here  Mr.  S.  turned  quite 
away  from  the  reporter,  and  what  he  said  was  to 
him  entirely  lost) — and  now,  proceeded  Mr.  S.  they 
will  see  and  know,  and  feel  how  fully  they  were 
justified  iu  their  determination  that  the  administra- 
tion should  be  changed.  For  what  had  been  the 
hist oi y of  the  past?  The  ordinary  revenue  had  all 
been  spent,  and  from  six  to  eight  millions  a year 
besides,  amounting  in  all  to  thirty-one  millions. — 
Where  did  the  money  come  from?  How  was  this 
state  of  things  hidden  from  the  people?  In  the  first 
place,  whatever  had  come  into  their  hands  had  been 
used  for  the  purposes  of  the  government,  and  then 
came  a called  session  in  September,  1S37,  which 
ended  in  giving  the  power  to  issue  treasury  notes. 
To  be  sure,  there  had  been  one  happy  result  from 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  and  only  one — it  had 
brought  the  government  more  in  sympathy  with  the 
country  than  any  other  measure  of  that  administra- 
tion, for  the  whole  country  had  been  deluged  with 
promissory  notes  of  every  possible  description;  and 
now  the  government  was  no  longer  out  ot  the  fash- 
ion, they  issued  this  government  paper  without  de- 
lay; and  what  for?  Only  to  live  upon  fora  few  day-; 
that  they  would  have  plenty  ol  money  to-morrow, 
and  then  they  would  all  be  paid  off.  How  did  it 
usually  fare  with  an  individual  who  pursued  the 
same  plan  in  his  private  affairs?  He  got  his  note 
discounted  and  thought  no  more  of  it  for  the  sixty 
days;  in  the  mean  time  the  money  was  all  spenl; 
and  then,  when  the  sixty  days  were  out,  he  gave  a 
new  note  and  paid  the  discount. 

It  happened  just  so  with  the  government.  At 
every  new  batch  of  treasury  notes  ttie  same  song  was 
sung  in  the  ears  of  congress:  “We  only  want  it  for  a 
short  time;  funds  will  come  in,  and  all  will  be  right.” 
And  thus  matters  proceeded  until  the  government 
had  issued  to  the  tune  of  thirty-one  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Of  this  amount  it  had  paid,  if  payment  it 
might  be  called,  twenty-two  millions,  and  nine  mil- 
lions remained  still  outstanding,  though  five  millions 
fiad  been  al|  that  was  asked  for  at  first,  and  that  only 


to  meet  the  irregularity  of  the  yearly  income,  which 
was  deficient  in  une  part  of  the  year,  but  was  to  be 
redundant  in  the  other.  What  had  been  the  inter- 
mediate history  of  the  treasury?  These  issues  of 
treasury  notes  had  been  renewed  four  times — until 
it  was  now  growing  into  a habit  of  the  government, 
and  it  was  high  time  it  should  be  checked.  We  had 
had  outstanding  at  one  time,  in  1838,  no  less  than 
ten  millions  iu  this  treasury  paper,  and  there  re- 
mained nine  millions  out  still.  Was  this  no  public 
debl?  Oh,  no.  There  was  no  public  debt.  None 
at  all.  It  was  this  new  administration  which  was 
going  to  plunge  the  country  into  debt.  Something 
had  been  said  yesterday  about  “juggling;”  and  many 
a man  had  juggled  himself  in  this  very  way.  But 
were  the  people  to  be  juggled  into  the  belief  that 
they  were  not  in  debt  when  these  notes  were  out  for 
nine  millions  of  dollars?  Was  a debt  an)-  less  a debt 
because  it  had  but  30  days  to  run,  rather  than  ten 
years?  No;  but  the  difference  between  them  might 
be,  that  in  one  case  the  debt  hid  itself  from  view. — 
Under  the  system  of  treasury  notes  to  take  up  trea- 
sury notes,  one  set  on  the  back  of  another,  it  was 
unknown  to  the  country  how  much  it  was  iu  debt  at 
any  one  time.  The  debt  was  kept  out  of  sight,  and 
the  people  were  boldly  told  that  there  was  no  na- 
tional debt.  And  then,  when  a new  administration 
came  into  power,  and,  looking  into  the  actual  ba- 
lance due,  proposed  to  settle  it  in  an  open  manner, 
admitting  its  whole  extent,  and  seeking  means 
whereby  to  meet  and  to  dischaige  it,  then  it  was  at 
once  S3td  “oh,  this  is  the  new  administration  that  is 
going  into  debt:  tinder  the  good  old  times  we  were 
not  in  debl;  but  no  sooner  do  lliese  people  get  into 
power  than  their  first  act  is  to  plunge  the  nation  lh,Q 
debt!”  Now  so  far,  the  treasury  note  power  still 
survived;  a loan  only  went  to  change  the  form  of  the 
debt,  and,  as  Mr.  S.  thought,  to  change  it  for  the 
better.  The  complaint,  iu  fact,  amounted  to  this: 
“You  do  not  do  as  we  did.”  Well,  what  did  you 
do? — pay  the  debl?  No,  you  did  not.  If  you  had, 
we  should  not  now  have  to  provide  for  paying  it. — 
You  went  in  debt,  and  left  your  debt  to  us  with 
nothing  to  pay  it.  That  is  what  you  did.  And  if 
the  country  is  in  debt  under  this  new  administration, 
whose  fault  is  it?  The  fault  of  those  stewards  who 
were  entrusted  with  the  revenue  heretofore.  They 
spent  all  the  revenue,  and  six  or  eight  millions  a 
year  besides. 

The  whole  charge  against  us  comes  to  this,  that 
finding  a debt  on  hand,  we  have  not  chosen  to  issue 
our  noies  for  it,  but  prefer  to  give  a bond.  What 
course  can  be  more  open,  upright,  honest — if  the 
creditor  is  willing?  But  in  the  present  case  there  is  a 
third  party  to  be  consulted,  and  that  is  the  people  ol 
the  United  States.  We  are  for  doing  what  is  right 
and  just,  and  doing  it  in  such  a way  as  all  the  peo- 
ple can  understand.  Here  is  no  log;  no  mystifica- 
tion; vve  speak  plain  English  that  all  can  under- 
stand; and  the  people  will  he  able  to  judge,  at  the 
end  of  the  period  for  which  the  bond  has  to  run, 
which  course  is  the  most  manly  and  the  wisest. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  had  it  in  view  when  he  rose  to 
notice  one  or  two  of  the  remarks  of  Ihe  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens)  which,  on  ac- 
count of  the  principle  they  contained,  were  of  much 
more  consequence  than  the  fate  of  the  bill.  That 
gentleman  was  in  Ihe  habit,  on  all  occasions,  of  go- 
ing back  to  first  principles,  as  he  understood  them; 
principles  which,  traced  to  their  consequences, 
struck  at  the  root  of  the  union,  and  at  the  perpetui- 
ty of  the  constitution.  The  gentleman’s  doctrines 
went  to  the  principles  on  which  alone  this  govern- 
ment could  be  administered.  If  the  gentleman  was 
correct,  the  constitution  ought  never  to  have  been 
adopted,  never  to  have  been  framed;  it  is  not  an  in- 
strument fit  to  be  adopted  in  the  government  of"  this 
country;  and  the  union  itself  is  founded  in  injustice, 
and  ought  to  be  dissolved.  What  was  the  gentle- 
man’s doctrine,  succinclly  stated?  As  Mr.  S.  un- 
derstood him,  it  amounted  to  this:  that  all  taxes 
ought  to  be  expended  where  they  were  raised. 

Mr.  Pickens  iiere  interposed.  Oh  no,  I did  not 
say  that.  I said  that  in  a country  possessing  such 
an  extensive  territory,  and  embracing  such  diversi- 
fied interests  as  ours,  the  raising  of  taxes  and  their 
expenditure  was  a vital  question.  Not  that  we  ob- 
ject to  tlie  raising  of  taxes,  but  that  the  fact  of  their 
being  raised  by  a general  demand  and  expended  in 
a particular  direction  makes  us  look  with  great  so- 
licitude at  the  manner  in  which  the  revenue  is  ma- 
naged. I said  that  owing  to  the  different  nature  of 
the  British  government,  that  government  could 
more  easily  raise  and  expend  two  hundred  millions 
than  we  could  fifty. 

Mr.  Sergeant  resumed.  There  was  a limita- 
tion in  tlie  taxing  power  in  (lie  constitution;  Mr.  S. 
knew  of  no  other.  If  what  Mr.  P.  now  stated,  viz: 
that  tlie  taxes  were  raised  in  one  place  and  expend- 
ed in  another,  was  a valid  objection  to  the  raising  of. 
taxes,  then  the  constitution  ought  to  be  altered.  I 


Mr.  Pickens  again  explained.  He  had  not  urged 
this  as  a reason  why  taxes  should  not  be  raised,  but 
why  the  power  to  raise  them  should  be  watched 
with  zealous  care. 

Mr.  Sergeant  said  it  came  lothe  same  tiling  at 
last:  either  the  gentleman’s  argument  was  an  argu- 
ment for  a tax  or  against  a tax,  or  it  was  no  argu- 
ment at  all.  Mr.  S.  knew  that  it  was  nol  an  aigu- 
ment  for  a tax,  therefore  it  must  be  against  laying 
taxes,  and  so  an  argument  out  of  the  constitution 
and  against  the  constitution.  I(  the  fact  that  taxes 
being  raised  in  one  place  and  spent  in  another  was 
an  argument  against  laying  a tax,  then  it  came  to 
th is — that  all  taxes  ought  to  be  expended  where 
they  were  raised.  The  passage  quoted  by  tiie  gen- 
tleman had  contained  th  is  very  objection:  “that  peo- 
ple out  o/Virginia  had  power  to  tax  the  people  in 
Virginia.” 

Mr.  Pickens  said  lie  had  quoted  those  words, 
but  not  with  approbation. 

Mr.  Sergeant  reminded  tlie  committee  that  the 
gentleman  had  said  that  this  (viz:  that  taxes  raised 
in  one  part  of  the  counlry  werp  expended  in  ano- 
ther) was  the  ground  of  our  controversy  with  Eng- 
land, and  its  resistance  ended  in  onr  independence. 
Now7,  Mr.  S.  would  ask  any  gentleman  if  lie  had 
ever  heard  or  read  that  this  was  tlie  ground  of  our 
quarrel  with  England?  No;  tlie  ground  of  that 
quarrel  had  been,  that  while  we  were  taxed  we 
were  not  represented  at  all. 

Mr.  Pickens.  Exactly;  that  is  just  what  I said. 
[A  laugh]. 

Mr.  S.said  they  would  soon  come  to  the  end  of 
tlie  argument.  If  this  union  was  to  be  preserved, 
the  representative  body  must  be  collected  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  union,  unless,  indeed,  one  state, 
from  her  greater  power,  or  wealth,  or  patriotism,  or 
bravery,  claimed  to  be  herself  the  representative 
body.  [A  laugh.]  Then  what  was  the  next  con- 
sideration? A country  of  this  extent  could  not  be  a 
pure  democracy,  where  ail  tlie  people  assemble  to 
consul!  and  to  make  the  laws;  they  must  act  through 
representatives.  If  free,  it  must  be  a representative 
republic.  The  representatives  must  come  Irom 
different  porl ions  of  the  community,  else  it  would 
not  be  a popular  government,  and  they  must  be  in 
proportion  lo  the  number  of  the  people,  else  it  could 
not  be  a popular  representation.  If  gentlemen  could 
show  that  this  government  ought  to  represent  pro- 
perty, and  so  to  be  an  aristocracy,  or  to  represent  a 
privileged  class  and  so  to  be  an  oligarchy,  let  them 
come  out  boldly  and  say  so,  and  then  their  reasons 
should  be  examined.  But  in  tlie  mean  time,  M r.  S. 
said  that  tlie  gentleman’s  argument  was  an  argu- 
ment against  the  constitution  and  against  the  union; 
it  was  against  a representative  republic;  and  if  there 
could  be  a greater  political  heresy  imagined,  he 
knew  not  what  it  was.  Mr.  S.  was  aware  that  tlie 
gentleman  did  not  mean  to  carry  out  the  conse- 
quencesof  his  own  principle,  but  those  consequences 
could  not  but  be  very  serious  w hen  in  a great  repre- 
sentative body  every  question  involving  taxation 
was  assumed  to  be  a ground  of  reproach  and  of  com- 
plaint, not  as  against  its  authors  or  advocates,  but 
as  against  (he  constitution  itself.  [Here  a paitof 
what  Mr.  S.  said  was  lost,  as  he  turned  about  to  di- 
rect his  remarks  to  Mr.  Pickens,  who  sat  on  tlie 
oilier  side] . 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  quote  for  the  gentleman’s 
benefit  a book  written  in  tlie  British  Isles,  and  print- 
ed in  Scotland:  it  contained  an  article  which  went 
to  show  what  interpretation  was  put  abroad  upon  the 
arguments  and  sentiments  advanced  here  by  south- 
ern gentlemen.  Mr.  S.  confessed  that  in  reading  it 
he  had  been,  as  much  as  any  man  ought  to  be,  ex- 
cited by  witnessing  tlie  impression  of  which  it 
spoke.  He  wanted  tlie  gentleman  to  look  into  this 
mirror,  and  there  see  what  consequences  were'attri- 
buted  abroad  to  arguments  such  as  he  had  now  em- 
ployed. The  article  was  from  the  last  number  of 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  on  tiie  republic  of  Texas 
and  the  recognition  of  that  government  by  England. 
It  was  written  by  a Mr.  Kennedy,  formerly  connect- 
ed with  tile  British  colonial  government  in  Canada, 
who  had  subsequently  visited  tlie  United  States,  and 
had  then  gone  to  Texas. 

Gentlemen  all  knew  t hat  England  had  recently 
acknowledged  tlie  government  of  Texas,  and  that 
tlie  anti-slavery  people  in  England  had  been  dread- 
fully shocked  at  tlie  idea,  because  t hey  affected  to 
believe  that  tlie  whole  of  tlie  lale  Texian  revolution 
had  been  based  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  upon  the  main  - 
tenance  of  slavery;  and  (hat  by  recognising  such  a 
government  England  gave  countenance  to  a govern- 
ment founded  on  slavery.  This  was  an  entire  mis- 
take; for  in  (lie  first  place  tlie  Texian  revolution  had 
started  on  no  such  principle;  and  in  the  second  place 
tlie  republic  contained  but  lew7  slaves  within  its  li- 
mits. It  was  tmt  going  lo  he  a slave  countiy,  but 
was  to  rely  altogether  upon  liee  labor.  Then  Ihere 
I were  vast  commercial  advantages  to  England  to 
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grow  out  of  her  intercourse  with  this  new  republic. 
Mr.  S.  here  quoted  the  following  passage! 

“The  commercial  interests  of  Texas,  and  the  an- 
tipathy to  the  northern  jiortion  of  the  United  Slates, 

WHICH  SHE  INHERITS  FROM  HER  KINDRED  OF  THE 

southern  states,  will  always  tend  to  unite  her 
with  Great  Britain.” 

This,  Mr.  S.  remarked,  was  the  language  of  a 
stranger  looking  on  what  transpired  among  us,  and 
contemplating  with  feelings  of  satisfaction  the  anti- 
pathy oflhe  south  against  the  north,  which  antipa- 
thy, he  declares,  has  gone,  with  the  children  of  the 
south,  into  the  new  republic  of  Texas:  his  calcula- 
tion was  that  they  would  retain  this  feeling  ot  hos- 
tility; that  it  would  prejudice  them  against  the  whole 
union;  and  so  would  have  the  effect  of  holding  Texas 
in  closer  union  with  Great  Britain.  The  union  was 
not  to  be  an  object  of  a process  of  reason,  but  of  a 
feeling  of  antipathy;  every  body  knew  what  an  an- 
tipathy was;  it  had  nothing  of  reason  in  it:  it  r/as  an 
irrational  aversion. 

Alter  some  remarks  upon  the  character  of  the  two 
Austins,  father  and  son,  who  were  the  first  Ameri- 
can settlers  of  Texas,  Mr.  5.  proceeded  to  quote 
from  the  Review: 

“But  the  advantages  which  we  may  calculate  on 
deriving  from  Texas  in  peace  are  of  tar  greater  im- 
portance. The  foundations  of  the  new  republic 
may  be  said  to  be  laid  in  the  principle  of  free  trade. 
He  r wealth  consists  in  her  raw  produce;  her  wants 
in  manufactured  articles.  Our  utmost  demand  for 
cotton  may,  and  in  a great  measure  will,  probably  ere 
long  be  supplied  from  Texas;  and  no  fantastic  scheme 
of  encouraging  imperfect  and  costly  manufactures 
of  her  own  will,  we  may  be  sure,  ever  induce  her  to 
sacrifice  her  true  sources  ot  prosperity,  by  refu-ing 
to  take  the  wrought  goods  of  Manchester  and  Bir- 
mingham in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  her  soil. — 
Here,  then,  we  have  a security  against  that  entire 
dependence  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
which,  with  all  its  pacific  influences,  cannot  be  con- 
templated without  apprehension.  Texas  will  either 
repeal  the  tariff  of  the  United  Slates,  or  nullify  its 
operations;  and,  however  states  and  factions  may  job 
in  congress,  and  produce  a system  of  general  prohi- 
bition, as  the  result  of  a dishonest  combination  be- 
tween the  manufacturers  of  New  England  and  the  su- 
gar planters  of  Louisiana,  the  independence  of 
Texas,  and  the  identity  of  its  interests  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  trade,  will  secure  to  Great  Biitain  a 
market  where  she  may  buy  and  sell  in  defiance  of 
any  unwise  legislation  that  may  be  adopted  at  Wash- 
ington. Nor  will  this  be  the  sum  of  the  beneficial 
interchange  that  may  be  established  between  the 
two  countries.  The  fertile  territory  of  Texas  cre- 
ates a demand  for  labor  which  Great  Biitain  can 
alone  supply;  and  affords  an  ample  field  for  emigra- 
tion, which  the  wise  policy  of  the  republic  is  pre- 
pared to  promote  by  tile  soundest  system  in  the  dis- 
position of  its  waste  lands.  The  bonds  of  ancient 
kindred  may  thus  be  knit  with  fresh  strength;  and 
the  independence  of  Texas  create  only  a wider  dif- 
fusion of  the  British  race  and  of  Biitish  sympathies.” 

This  is  the  speculation  of  a man  lately  connected 
with  the  British  ministry  in  one  of  the  colonies  of 
tier  empire.  And  what  is  the  foundation  of  the 
whole?  It  is  the  antipathy  of  the  south  to  this  union 
— an  antipathy  which  they  carry  into  Texas,  and 
which  will  operate  to  secure  the  trade  of  Birming- 
ham and  Manchester  against  the  jobbing  in  congress 
between  the  manufacturers  of  New  England  and  the 
sugar  planters  of  Louisiana.  When  the  friends  of 
abolition  in  England  remonstrate  against  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  ask,  have 
we  not  been  paying  twenty  millions  to  the  West  In- 
dia planters  to  liberate  their  slaves,  and  are  we  now 
going  to  depend  on  slave  labor  in  the  United  States? 
the  answer  is,  “oh,  no;  don’t  you  see  how  it  will 
work?  Don’t  you  see  that  this  recognition  must  in 
tiie  end  prove  the  destruction  of  the  slaveholding 
interest  in  the  United  States?  That  Texas  will  sup- 
plant them  in  our  market,  and  that  we  shall  be  sup- 
plied wilh  all  they  now  furnish  to  us  by  free  labor?” 

Mr.  Pickens  here  again  interposed.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  meant,  by  implication,  to 
assert  that  Mr.  P.  had  said  any  thing  implying  anti- 
pathy to  the  north,  he  was  enfirely  mistaken.  Mr. 
P.  had  said  no  such  thing.  He  had  only  argued 
again-t  pressing  tax  bills  when  it  was  unnecessary; 
that  it  would  result  in  producing  an  alienation  of 
feeling,  not  in  the  south  against  the  north,  but  ali- 
enation in  the  minds  and  leelings  of  the  tax-paying 
population,  whether  in  the  north  or  the  south. 

Mr.  Sergeant  resumed.  If  any  such  feeling 
existed  any  where,  Mr.  S.  knew  of  no  cause  to  pro- 
duce it.  In  this  quotation,  gentleman  had  the  result 
of  the  observations  of  a stranger.  Here  was  a mir- 
ror into  which 

Mr.  Pickens  here  interposed,  speaking  with 
much  earnestness,  but,  amidst  the  cries  lor  order 
which  immediately  arose,  the  reporter  could  not 


catch  his  words.  They  were  understood,  however, 
as  directed  against  the  author  of  the  review  as  a 
stranger  to  the  real  feelings  of  Americans,  and  a 
traducer  of  our  people. 

Mr.  S.  asked  whether  it  was  not  time  for  Ameri- 
cans who  loved  this  union  to  cling  to  the  union  and 
to  each  other?  For,  at  last,  their  dependence  for 
defence  against  the  whole  world  was  upon  each 
other.  This  union  had  been  so  consecrated  in  the 
affections  of  our  people  that  it  never  could  be  touch- 
ed without  incurring  distress  and  suffering  beyond 
description.  We  all  had  a right  to  the  union.  Itnever 
could  be  dissolved  but  by  force  and  violence;  and 
when  that  point  was  reached,  the  battle  would  not 
be  fought  with  word3.  The  man  who  rose  to  use 
such  weapons  would  find  the  dagger  at  his  throat. 
It  would  be  a contest  worse  even  than  a servile  war. 
Indeed,  he  did  not  know  but  the  horrors  of  social 
might  be  aggravated  by  those  of  a survile  war,  and 
both  endured  at  once.  The  masses  might  become  so 
excited  and  infuriated  against  each  other,  that  they 
might  be  tempted  to  seize  upon  any  instrument  of 
vengeance  that  presented  itself  to  their  hands.  Let 
southern  gentlemen  remember  what  and  who  would 
be  so  presented  to  the  rage  of  civil  strife.  And 
wiiat  would  it  all  be  for?  To  divide  the  north  from 
the  south?  Where  was  “the  south?”  Could  an}’  gen- 
tleman tell  him’  Where  did  it  begin,  and  where  did 
it  end?  D d it  include  Delaware?  Did  it  take  in  Ma- 
ryland? Did  it  cover  Virginia?  or  North  Carolina? 
Was  it  confined  to  the  cotton  region?  There  was 
no  cotton  in  Delaware;  none  in  Maryland,  and  very 
little  in  Viiginia  or  North  Carolina,  and  that  litlle 
was  going  rapidly  into  extinction.  The  same  might 
be  said  in  reference  to  Tennessee.  The  separating 
line  could  not,  then,  be  assumed  to  be  the  boundary 
of  the  cotton  district.  What  would  gentlemen  call 
the  great  valley  of  Virginia?  Was  it  the  north  or 
was  it  the  south?  Did  it  belong  to  one  side  of  the 
line  or  to  the  other?  in  feeling,  he  believed  it  was 
much  the  same  as  Pennsylvania.  But  supposing 
the  separating  line  could  be  accurately  drawn  to- 
day, where  would  it  be  to-morrow?  Was  not  the 
extent  of  the  cotton  product  continually  varying? 
Where,  then,  he  again  asked,  was  the  south?  What 
was  its  southern  boundary?  Was  Louisiana  in- 
cluded? Hers  was  the  sugar  region;  she  wanted 
her  sugar  protected;  she  was  no  advocate  of  free 
trade,  and  was  not  in  the  combination  which  would 
sustain  Birmingham  and  Manchester  against  the 
competition  of  the  United  States.  Where,  then, 
was  the  identity  ol  the  south?  Were  there  no  con- 
flicting interests,  no  competition,  no  rivalries?  Were 
not  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Georgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina producers  of  the  same  staples,  and  competitors 
in  the  same  markets?  Mr.  S.  would  not  say  that 
this  state  of  things  naturally  engendered  enmity, 
but  that  it  produced  a conflict  of  interest.  The 
time  had  been  when  South  Carolina  took  the  lead 
in  the  cotton  trade,  but  he  believed  that  last  year 
the  produce  of  Georgia  had  been  greater  than  hers. 
The  investment  oi  Georgia  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  proved  that  she  had  accumulated  a 
vast  capital.  It  had  been  stated  that  Mississippi 
alone  could  produce  more  cotton  than  the  united 
world  could  require.  And  now  look  at  other  paits 
of  the  union.  Did  gentlemen  forget  the  heavy  im- 
portations of  cotton  into  the  city  of  Boston?  The 
natural  consequence  ot  such  commercial  intercourse 
was  to  establish  the  relations  of  mutual  friendship. 
The  north  became  the  customer  of  the  south,  and 
one  of  her  best  customers.  But  while  the  north 
and  the  south  were  contending  with  each  other, 
did  they  forget  that  there  was  a growing  giant 
who  might  one  day  volunteer  to  come  in  between 
them  and  to  put  an  end  to  their  controversy  in 
a way  that  would  require  all  their  energies  to  sus- 
tain their  rights  against  the  power  of  the  medi- 
ator? 

Mr.  S.  here  made  some  reference,  not  distinctly 
heard,  to  the  water-iolted  ar.d  dew-rotted  hemp  of 
Kentucky,  and  intimated  that  she  never  would  lend 
herself  to  an  unnatural  antipathy  and  consent  to  in- 
jure her  own  land  to  benefit  strangers.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  the  feeling  of  which  he  spoke  had, 
in  a greater  or  less  degree,  prevailed  Horn  the  begin- 
ning; that  it  had  produced  the  compromise  law,  and 
and  if  pressed  too  far  might  lead  to  consequences 
which  no  one  could  now  anticipate. 

Mr.  Rhett  said  he  had  entered  the  hall  while  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  speaking.  He 
had  not  heard  the  former  part  of  his  observations, 
but  he  had  heard  him  say  that  the  argument  ot  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Pickens)  was  an  argument  against 
the  constitution,  because  his  colleague  had  said  that 
when  taxes  were  collected  in  one  part  of  the  union 
to  be  spent  in  another,  it  was  an  evil  that  was  an 
argument  against  the  constitution  and  against  repre- 
sentative government.  Now  Mr.  R.  did  not  sup- 
pose it  required  any  reasoning  to  prove  that  if  taxes 
were  ever  collected  in  one  legion  and  immediate- 


ly disbursed  in  the  same  rrgion,  it  would  be  an 
evil,  because  such  an  operation  would  be  attended 
witli  expenses  to  which  the  people  ought  not  to  be 
subjected. 

But  the  evil  must  be  still  worse  if  the  taxes  were 
disbursed  in  a region  where  they  were  not  collect- 
ed. Would  any  one  say  that  such  an  operation  was 
not  an  injury  to  one  part  of  the  country,  and  a boun- 
ty to  another?  Could  any’  man  deny  this?  And  did  it 
not  present  a good  practical  illustration  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  constitution  o(  the  United  Slates?  Would 
any  gentleman  deny  this?  Did  not  the  reports  from 
the  departments  show  where  the  taxes,  collected 
under  this  government,  were  disbursed?  Would 
any  man  say  that  they  were  disbursed  equally?  No 
man  could  maintain  it.  And  if  the  taxes  were  col- 
lected equally,  and  weie  disbursed  unequally,  rould 
any  man  say  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  did  not  work  unequally?  It  was  the  naked 
truth:  nay,  he  was  about  to  say  it  was  a palpable 
truism.  And  because  he  said  this,  was  be  to  be  told 
that  he  was  arguing  against  the  constitution,  and 
against  representative  government?  He  was  not.  It 
was  the  most  difficult  thing  in  the  world,  even  when 
the  interests  of  the  people  were  absolutely  identical, 
to  frame  an  equal  law.  Even  in  the  smallest  state, 
almost  every  law  that  could  be  enacted  would  ope- 
rate unequally. 

Nor  was  this  true  of  representative  governments 
only;  it  was  true  of  every  nation  under  the  sun.  In 
Great  Britain  itself,  narrow  and  circmnsci ibed  as 
were  the  limits  of  the  British  isles,  no  tax  could 
operate  with  entire  equality . Inequality  was  the 
necessary  result  of  taxation  under  all  governments. 
Taxation  was  itself  an  evil,  in  any  shape;  and  to 
say  that  it  was  an  evil  was  not  to  argue  against  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  same  thing 
might  be  said  of  almost  every  law  by  which  proper- 
ty was  eilher  taken  or  disbursed.  And  because  his 
colleague  had  brought  this  as  an  argument  why 
taxes  should  be  kept  as  low  as  possible,  a gentle- 
man from  the  north  rose  in  his  place  and  pronounc- 
ed that  argument  to  be  an  argument  against  the 
constitution  and  against  the  union.  The  genileman 
was  mistaken.  When  the  American  people  adopt- 
ed the  constitution,  no  man  had  been  fool  enough  to 
think  that  it  would  or  could  operate  equally.  It 
was  not  adopted  under  any  such  expectation.  It 
was  adopted  as  the  price  of  liberty.  They  knew 
that  something  must  be  sacrificed,  but  they  relied 
on  the  constitution  to  reimburse  them  for  any  and  all 
sacrifices  it  might  require.  Its  benefits  they  knew 
would  outweigh  the  pi  ice  it  cost  a million  fold,  pro- 
vided only  that  the  restriction  in  that  instrument 
were  sacredly  adhered  to. 

Mr.  R.  believed  that,  next  to  the  sacred  book  of 
God,  the  constitution  of  Hie  United  Stales  was  the 
most  pprfect  paper  ever  seen  in  the  universe,  and  he 
should  consider  it  as  one  of  the  heaviest  calamities, 
not  to  the  people  of  this  country  alone,  but  to  all 
nations,  should  it  ever  go  down.  Mr.  R.  was 
content  wit!)  the  constitution.  He  wanted  to  see- 
110  innovation  upon  it.  If  congress  forbore  to  tread 
upon  doubtful  or  equivocal  giound,  the  effect  of  the 
constitution  would  be  nothing  but  peace  and  harmo- 
ny, and  all  the  wild  speculations  ol  libellous  intrigu  - 
ing foreigners,  whether  uttered  behind  our  back  or 
in  our  presence,  would  prove  as  false  in  their  re- 
sults as  they  were  base  and  calumnious  in  the  as- 
sumptions on  which  they  were  founded.  All  our 
difficulties — all  that  marred  our  harmony  or  alienat- 
ed or  feelings  Irom  eacli  other,  arose  from  the  exer- 
cise of  doubtful  powers;  arid,  unless  lliat  exercise 
should  be  refrained  from,  these  alienations  would 
increase  till  this  mighty  fabric  of  freedom,  the  pre- 
cious labor  of  our  lathers’  hands,  must  go  down  and 
tumble  into  ruins.  But  Mr.  R.  was  riot  one  of 
those  who  believed  that  this  beloved  union  of  ours 
was  destined  io  be  dissolved.  The  history  of  Un- 
past  exhibited  no  instance  in  which  a confederacy 
of  states'  had  been  dissolved.  No;  the  tendency  of 
confederacies  lay  in  the  opposite  direction.  They 
had  always  become  more  and  more  consolidated,  till 
some  military  tyrant  arose  arnl  set  bis  foot  upon  the 
neck  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  R.  did  not  fear,  and  never  had  feared,  a dis- 
solution ot  this  union.  It  was  deeply  founded  in 
the  affections  of  the  people;  it  w as  consecrated  by 
remembrances  of  the  past,  and  by  the  most  elevat- 
ing hopes  for  the  future:  lill  Americans  should  for- 
get both,  they  never  would  consent  to  break  their 
bond  of  union.  And  he  believed  lliat  tile  only  rea- 
son why  other  nations  had  ever  doubted  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  confederacy  was  to  be  found  in  Itie 
contentions  of  representatives  on  that  floor.  He 
knew  of  nothing  in  the  present  state  of  things 
which  breathed  any  thing  like  antipathy  against  liie 
north;  nor  was  he  apprehensive  that  the  anticipa- 
tions of  evil  in  which  our  enemies  might  indulge 
ever  would  be  realised  by  the  legislation  in  that  hail. 
Bui  when  sti angers  looked  on  the  scrambles  which 
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sometimes  took  place  in  that  house  tor  government 
appropriations,  and  the  angry  feelings  which  they 
sometimes  produced,  was  it  not  to  he  expected  lhat, 
if  they  wished  our  ruin,  their  eyes  would  beam 
with  eager  hope  to  see  it  accomplished?  Doubtless 
they  would.  But  they  were  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment; the  (lay  had  not  arrived  that  was  to  witness 
the  dissolution  of  the  union  of  these  states.  Mr.  R. 
had  seen  a very  learned  pamphlet,  the  aim  of  which 
was  to  demonstrate  from  geographical  considera- 
tions, and  the  differences  in  climate  production, 
that  this  union  could  not  long  continue.  Mr.  R. 
was  no  believer  in  this  sort  of  geographical  logic. 
H ow  often  were  those  whose  geographical  relation 
was  precisely  the  same  found  at  daggers’  points  with 
each  other,  and  vice  versa?  No;  his  hope  was  in 
the  deep  sympathy  which  bound  together  the  Anglo 
Saxon  race — in  the  associations  of  the  past  and  the 
common  anticipations  of  the  future.  These  would 
hold  our  people  firmly  together,  and  he  defied  the 
malice  or  the  wit  of  man  to  separate  them  from  each 
other.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  however,  he  did 
believe  that  the  constitution  operated  unequally;  but 
if  it  worked  still  more  unequally,  he  was  not  going 
to  give  it  up.  The  constitution  was  precious  to  him 
in  its  permanent  principles  though  it  might  be  un- 
equal in  its  temporary  operation.  Make  it  but  what 
it  was  intended  to  be;  keep  it  above  all  suspicion 
by  the  purity  of  legislative  action;  let  the  general 
government  be  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  our 
shield  against  foreign  nations.  Do  this  and  union 
and  liberty  would  long  be  preserved  for  our  pros- 
perity. 

As  to  what  had  been  said  about  rivalry  between 
Alabama. and  South  Carolina,  Mr.  R.  did  not  believe 
that  their  interests  were  in  the  least  degree  antogo- 
nistic.  Let  each  be  content  to  do  as  well  as  it  could, 
and  they  might  long  live  in  harmony  and  peace. 
The  same  was  true  of  the  south  and  the  north. 
Their  interests  harmonised — the  north  furnished  to 
the  south  t hat  best  of  all  markets  in  the  world — a 
domestic  market — nor  was  there  a man  at  the  south 
who  would  not  infinitely  prefer  to  wear  a suit  of 
American  manufacture  to  being  dependent  for  his 
clothing  on  any  nation  on  earth.  This  was  their 
feeling — it  pervaded  the  whole  south,  but  they 
could  not  give  up  their  rights — -their  pride,  their 
interest,  their  duty  alike  forbade  it.  Give  us,  said 
Mr.  R.  the  constitution;  that  13  all  we  ask;  but 
-we  cannot  give  up  our  rights  under  it,  and  we  will 
not. 

Mr.  Fessenden  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  lis- 
tening to  the  utterance  of  such  opinions  in  such  a 
quarter.  His  mind  had  been  greatly  relieved  by  it, 
but  he  regretted  to  find,  when  the  gentleman  came 
to  explain  that  all  his  attachment  to  the  constitution 
and  tlie  union  hung  upon  this  condition,  that  every 
body  else  must  adopt  his  peculiar  views  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  evey  power 
concerning  which  he  entertained  a doubt.  When 
closely  looked  at,  this  was  but  nullification  in  ano- 
ther form.  However,  as  the  time  lie  had  to  speak 
was  so  very  limited,  he  should  not  pursue  that  sub- 
ject further. 

Mr.  F.  then  went  into  a statistical  examination  of 
the  grounds  on  w hich  the  bill  rested,  and  spoke  in 
its  defence  with  much  earnestness  and  force  of  argil 
jnent.  He  called  for  proof  in  supportof  the  feasibi- 
lity of  the  long  list  of  retrenchments  which  had  been 
presented  by  Mr.  Pickens.  He  had  all  proper  respect 
for  that  gentleman,  but  could  not  accept  of  bis  naked 
opinion  as  sufficient  evidence  on  a question  of  this 
kind.  Mr.  F.  had  no  patience  for  that  sort  of  eco- 
nomy which  would  save  money  by  refusing  appro- 
priations of  obvious  and  pressing  necessity,  which 
would  suffer  our  fortifications  to  go  to  decay,  our 
harbors  to  remain  defenceless,  and  oar  navy,  to  fall 
inlo  dilapidation,  rather  than  appropriate  the  money 
necessary  to  meet  the  expense  of  these  great  and 
important  public  works.  Should  a war  arise,  the  peo- 
ple would  pronounce  it  a poor  and  niggardly  spirit, 
which  for  fear  of  asking  for  money  necessary  to 
be  expended,  had  left  them  defenceless  to  their  ene- 
mies. 

Mr.  F.  inveighed  with  warmth  against  the  course 
of  the  last  administration  in  suffering  a public  debt 
to  accumulate,  and  then  denouncing  their  succes- 
sors because  they  brought  that  debt  to  view  and 
took  measures  to  pay  it.  He  strongly  argued  the 
necessity  of  a loan  by  showing  lhat  there  was  no 
reasonable  prospect  of  a speedy  increase  of  reve- 
nui — in  proof  of  which  he  went  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  statistics  of  government  receipts,  which 
would  not  pxceed  thirteen  and  a half  millions,  while 
sixteen  millions  would  be  wanted  to  meet  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  government.  He  went  into  a com- 
parison of  the  advantages  of  a loan  and  of  treasury 
notes,  warmly  advocating  the  former  as  avoiding  ail 
mystification  and  presenting  to  the  people  a true 
view  of  their  affairs.  He  scouted  the  effected  hor- 
ror of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  at  the  idea  of  in- 


curring a national  debt  while  they  themselves  had 
created  it,  hidden  it  from  the  eye  of  the  people  un- 
der perplexed  and  unintelligible  reports  from  the 
treasury,  and  then  turned  it  over  as  a legacy  to  the 
present  administration.  As  to  state  rights,  they 
were  not  in  the  least  danger;  the  representatives  of 
the  people  would  naturally  love  the  rights  of  their 
states.  He  had  much  greater  apprehensions  for  the 
rights  of  congress  under  the  constitution,  and  had 
indeed  been  waiting  to  hear  some  strait-laced 
state  rights  gentleman  rise  up  and  deny  the  right 
of  congress  to  borrow  money.  The  greater  danger 
was  from  a want  of  attachment  to  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

July  8.  Mr.  Kerr  presented  a report  of  a com- 
mittee of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands,  accompanied  by  a reso- 
lution stating,  in  effect,  ttiat  the  lands  were  never 
conveyed  for  public  revenue,  but  in  trust,  lor  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  that  a grant  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie  would 
be  a usurpation  of  power  which  was  never  confer- 
red on  congress.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a memorial  from  citizens  of  New  Yoik,  ex- 
pressing their  opposition  to  any  bill  establishing  a 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  in  favor  of  a 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  in  f'avorof  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  public  lands,  moved  to  take  up  the  house  bill  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 
grant  pre-emptions,  for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Buchanan  calling 
for  the  names  of  persons  removed  from  office  since 
the  4th  of  March  last. 

Mr.  Linn  rose  and  occupied  the  morning  hour  in 
the  discussion  of  this  subject.  Mr.  L.  gave  way  at 
the  close  of  the  hour,  to  renew  his  remarks  to-mor- 
row. 

File  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United 
, States. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
to  the  end  of  the  17th  fundamental  rule  ol  the  bill 
a proviso,  to  the  effect  “that  the  cashier  of  every 
office  of  discount  or  deposite  shall,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  January  in  each  year,  transmit  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  each  house  of  congress  a list  of 
all  notes  discounted,  and  of  all  bills  of  exchange 
bought  and  sold  by  those  offices,  together  with  the 
names  of  all  drawers  and  endorsers  of  said  notes, 
and  of  all  bills  of  exchange,  with  the  drawers,  en- 
dorsers and  accepters.” 

Mr.  Walker  said  this  amendment  was  the  same 
in  principle  as  that  submitted  on  another  occasion 
by  bis  colleague,  though  somewhat  different  in 
form. 

Mr.  King  said  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  senator  from  Mississippi, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  publicity  as  a feature  of  safety, 
but  suggested  the  propriety  of  publishing  a weekly 
statement  in  some  paper  where  the  bank  is  located. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  op- 
pose the  amendment,  and  gave  bis  reasons  therefor. 

The  amendment  was  furtheradvocated  by  Messrs. 
Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Calhoun,  Allen,  CuXhberl  and 
Woodbury. 

The  question  was  (lien  taken  on  Mr.  Walker’s 
amendment,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Culhbert,  Fulton.  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Talluiadge,  White,  Woodbridge 
— 25. 

Mr.  Walker  then  offered  an  amendment,  to  the 
effect  that  any  ten  or  more  stockholders  should  have 
the  right  to  examine  into  the  accounts,  See.  of  private 
individuals. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  the  hope  that  this 
amendment,  at  least,  would  be  assented  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Culhbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 


Roberts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.  S'urgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 21. 

N AY S — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow.  Bates.  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 23. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
following  effect,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth fundamental  rule: 

“That  the  board  of  directors  and  exchange  com- 
mittees shall  keep  suitable  books,  in  which  are  to 
be  entered  all  notes  and  bills  offered  to  be  discount- 
ed, together  with  the  bills  of  exchange  offered  to 
be  sold  or  purchased,  the  names  of  drawers  and  en- 
dorsers, the  amount  of  time  to  run,  and  whether  the 
same  wa3  discounted  or  purchased,  or  refused — the 
same  -to  be  open  daily  during  hours  of  business,  and 
subject  the  inspection  of  the  public.” 

And  on  this  amendment  Mr.  B.  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
ofConn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Miller,  More- 
head, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

Mr.  Walker  then  moved  an  amendment  to  come 
in  at  the  close  of  the  17th  fundamental  rule — the 
yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken  on  the  discounts  at  the 
bank,  and  to  be  entered  upon  the  books,  subject  to 
the  same  inspection. 

Mr.  Clay  thought  it  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
books  were  open,  and  this  amendment  would  only 
have  the  effect  to  embarrass.  In  a city  like  Nevy 
York,  where  there  might  be  400  or  5u0  notes  of  a 
day,  what  chance  would  there  be  for  such  an  ope- 
ration? 

On  this  amendment  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Simmons,  Bayard,  Walker,  Berrien,  Wood- 
bury and  others  participated,  and  it  was  finally  so 
modified,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  as  to  ad- 
mit of  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  where  any 
member  of  ttie  board  dissented,  and  in  that  shape 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  alluded  to  the  shameful  outrage 
which,  he  said,  had  been  perpetrated  by  the  other 
bank  in  excluding  the  government  directors.  Not 
only  had  that  been  know  n.  but  the  party  sustaining 
the  bank  had  sustained  it  afterwards  with  a full 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts.  He  would,  therefore, 
move  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting: 

“That  no  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  nor 
any  loans,  discounts  or  payments  made  by  it,  nor 
any  order  given,  shall  be  made  or  kept  secret  from 
the  government  directors,  nor  shall  said  directois  be 
excluded  from  the  fiee  and  full  participation  in  all 
the  transactions  and  business  of  the  institution.” 

Mr.  Berrien  would  only  observe  that  that  was 
provided  for  in  the  bill  in  the  most  full  and  ample 
mariner. 

Mr.  Benton  referred  to  the  experience  of  the  past 
to  show  that  an  infamous  outrage  had  been  perpe- 
trated by  the  ottier  bank,  and  instanced  the  case  of 
the  directois  known  to  have  been  insolently  ex- 
cluded. 

Mr.  Bayard.  Suppose  government  directors  did 
not  attend,  were  they  to  be  informed  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings by  note  or  otherwise?  Confidence  was  to 
be  placed  somewhere;  and,  after  all  the  guards 
thrown  around  thi3  bill,  he  did  not  think  any  thing 
was  to  be  apprehended 

Mr.  Benton  insisted  that  it.  was  done  in  the  case 
of  the  old  bank. 

Mr.  Bayard  Then  all  I have  to  say  is,  that  it 
was  a gross  abuse  and  a violation  ol  the  spirit  of 
the  charter. 

Mr.  Sevier  was  clear  for  making  every  violation 
of  the  charter  felony,  as  they  would  make  the  em- 
bezzlement of  the  funds  felony. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Culhbert,  Ful- 
ton, King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Hunt- 
ington, Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelp,  Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 22 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
“bullion”  from  the  bill.  As  it  stood,  it  was  prohi- 
bited from  paying  out  other  than  gold,  silver,  bul- 
lion or  its  own  notes. 
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Mr.  Huntington  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  bill 
to  compel  persons  to  accept  bullion.  It  was  at  the 
option  of  the  individual,  as  it  was  with  regard  to 
the  notes. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  after 
some  further  debate,  and  decided  iu  the  affirmative, 
as  follows:  yens  26,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  the  bill  provided  that 
there  should  be  no  extension  of  time  given  by  the 
bank,  on  any  loans,  beyond  180  days,  but  he  had 
seen  enough  to  know  that  that  was  no  guard,  unless 
some  penalty  was  attached;  and  he  would  therefore 
move  to  insert  that  any  contract  for  renewal  or'ex- 
tension  of  any  such  loan  should  be  null  and  void. 
And  on  that  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  the  senator  could  not  effect  his 
object  in  that  way.  By  the  phraseology,  the  con- 
tract for  renewal  only  would  be  void. 

Mr.  Clay, of  Ala.  said  he  would  be  glad  if  the  se- 
nator would  make  any  modification. 

Air.  Berrien,  smiling — not  I. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 19. 

NATS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Simmons,  Smith, 
oflnd.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge—  24. 

Mr.  Seder  moved  an  adjournment,  but  ttie  motion 
was  lost. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

July  9.  Air.  Porter  presented  a petition  of  citi- 


Prentiss,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Walker,  I Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connee- 
Willtems,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 23.  ticut,  Sturgeon.  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 

" " ’ bury,  Wright,  Young — 21. 

Air.  Clay  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  stock- 
holdeis  from  the  amendment,  thus  leaving  them  the 
power  to  act. 


i of  Saginaw  county,  Michigan,  praying  that  the  ,the  4tll  0f  March  last. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Huntington.  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge.  White,  Woodbridge — 22. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  10.  The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a 
message  from  the  president  of  tile  United  States,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution,  showing  the  progress 
under  the  commission  for  the  settlement  of  our  af- 
fairs with  Mexico. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Linn  and  Mr.  Pres- 
ton, it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a petition  from  a number  of 
citizens  of  Baibour  county,  Alabama,  stating  the 
grievances  they,  in  common  with  other  citizens, 
labor  under  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  by  the 
banks;  that  their  business  was  greatly  embarrassed 
by  the  derangement  of  the  exchanges,  which  ranged 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  between  there  and 
Augusta  and  Savannah,  in  Georgia.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  presented  the  petition  with  pleasure,  in  hope 
that  the  evil  complained  of  would  soon  be  cured, 
and  he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  print- 
ed: which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a bankrupt  law. 

Air.  Tallmadge  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Air.  Woodbridge  presented  a memorial  in  favor  of 
a national  bank. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Buchanan  calling 
for  the  names  of  persons  removed  from  office  since 


land  office  may  be  removed  from  Flint  to  Saginaw 
city. 

Also,  a remonstrance  of  citizens  of  Genesee  and 
other  coutinguous  counties  against  such  removal 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a petition  of  citizens  of 
New  York  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Barrow  submitted  a resolution  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  the  report  of  the  survey  in  re- 
lation to  the  removal  of  the  raft  in  Red  river;  which 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  King  called  up  his  motion  made  some  days 
since  to  reconsider  tne  vote  orderiug  the  documeut 
relating  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  to  be  printed. 

A short  debate  ensued,  in  which  Alessrs.  King, 
Huntington,  Phelps  and  Woodbury  participated  The 
motion  to  reconsider  was  adopted. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Air.  Allen  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  pro- 
vide— 

‘•That  the  board  of  directors  of  the  mother  bank 
shall  publish  in  some  paper  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment each  order  which  may  be  issued  to  any  office 
or  branch  directing  it  to  expand  or  contract  its  loans 
or  discounts,  or  any  other  order,  immediately  alter 
its  issue,  and  shall  report  to  the  secretary' of  the 
treasury  all  such  orders,  to  be  reported  to  congress 
at  the  commencement  of  each  session.” 

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Allen, 
Wright,  Walker,  Linn,  Calhoun,  Nicholson  and  Ben- 
ton, when  the  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  tile  negative,  yeas  23,  nays  26. 

Air.  Walker  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
excluding  the  directors  or  officers  of  the  bank  or 
branches,  or  members  of  congress,  from  obtaining 
any  loans  or  discounts. 

This  amendment  was  debated  for  some  time, 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Berrien,  Simmons,  Clay,  of  Ala.  King,  Henderson 
and  Allen  participating. 

The  amendment  was  so  modified  as  to  limit  di- 
rectors to  a sum  not  exceeding  $10,000,  and  the 
question  divided.  On  the  first  proposition  in  rela- 
tion to  officers  of  the  bank  with  the  limit  named, 
the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hender- 
son, King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholson, Pierce,  Porter,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Alangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  White,  Woodbridge — 21. 

For.  1 he  second  part,  viz:  to  exclude  members 
entirely,  the  vote  stood  as  (ollovvs: 

Y^EAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 


Air.  Linn  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  occupied  it 
during  the  morning  hour  without  concluding. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Woodbury  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a proviso,  prohibiting  directors  or  stockholders 
from  making  any  donations. 

Mr.  Clay,  moved  so  to  amend  it  as  to  prohibit 
donations  being  mad"  to  officers  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Woodbury  avowed  his’object  to  be  that  di- 
rectors should  not  apply  the  funds  of  government 
to  any  purposes,  nor  that  donations  should  be  made 
by  the  stockholders  to  officers  of  the  bank.  There 
might  be  cases  to  call  for  the  exercise  of  this  pow  er, 
but  every  such  case  should  be  laid  before  the 
stockholders,  and  he  would  not  allow  the  directors 
to  act. 

Air.  Clay  said  it  was  impossible  to  conceive  of 
all  the  cases  in  human  life  where  there  might  be 
calls  for  the  exercise  of  this  power.  An  officer  in 
the  institution,  for  instance,  with  a large  family, 
might  accidentally  he  killed  in  his  very  endeavors 
to  save  the  building  from  fire,  and  yet,  according  to 
the  provision  of  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
enough  to  save  bis  family  from  starvation  could  not 
be  granted  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders. There  were  many  other  cases  which 
might  be  cited  to  show  the  necessity  o!  leaving  the 
power  where  it  was,  only  prohibiting  donations  to 
officers  of  the  institution. 

Air.  Woodbury  would  ask  if  the  end  of  the  trea- 
sury building  should  fall  down  and  kill  every  man, 
would  the  officers  have  a light  to  put  their  hands 
into  the  treasury  to  relieve  the  families  of  persons 
so  killed?  It  was  very  well  to  be  charitable  with 
our  own  money,  but  not  with  that  belonging  to  the 
people.  He  was  unwilling  to  have  public  treasury 
put  under  the  surveillance  of  the  directors  or  stock- 
holders. 

Air.  Henderson  would  vote  for  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  but  then  he  should  vote  against 
the  whole.  He  held  that  the  stockholders  had  no 
right  under  any  circumstances  to  give  away  the 
funds  of  the  institution. 

Mr.  Linn  desired  to  reach  the  evil  effectually.  It 
was  well  known  that  donations  had  been  made  lor 
internal  improvements,  and  lor  many  other  tilings, 
by  the  late  bank.  There  might  be  cases  where  di- 
rectors and  stockholders  would  be  justified;  but,  if 
you  gave  them  at  all,  it  was  certain  to  run  into 
abuse,  particularly  where  a bank  was  concerned. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Air.  Clay's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  resulted  as  lol- 
Iows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixbn,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Aliller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  ut  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Kmg,  Linn,  McRoberts, 


After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ben- 
ton, Woodbury,  Clay,  of  Ky . Allen,  Henderson,  Clay, 
of  Ala.  and  others,  the  question  was  taken  on  strik- 
ouf,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Archer.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  AIcRoberts,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholson.  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young— 21. 

Air.  Allen  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
to  the  effect  that  no  donation  made  by  the  bank  or 
its  branches  should  be  charged  to  the  funds  of  the 
government. 

On  this  motion  a short  debate  ensued,  and  on 
the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 
YEAS — Alessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  AleRobeits, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbu- 
ry, Wright,  Yroung — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Aler- 
rick,  Aliller,  Morehead,  Phelps.  Porter,  Plenties,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
While,  Woodbridge — 27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Air.  Woodbury,  as  amended,  and  it  was  adopted. 

[It  provides,  substantially,  that  no  donations  shall 
be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  bank  by  the  direc- 
tors.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  then  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
4th  line  of  the  bill,  in  the  1st  section,  the  words 
“thirty  millions.”  On  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  ad- 
dressed the  senate  at  very  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  He  had  always  been  led  to 
believe  that  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire  was 
a matter-of-fact  man;  but  now  it  appeared  he  had 
some  part9  in  him,  for  he  was  lor  Clearing  a bank 
without  any  capital  at  all. 

Mr.  Woodbury  replied  that  the  sub  treasury  hail 
no  capital,  and  yet  the  senator  from  Kentucky  bad 
always  maintained  that  the  sub-treasury  was  a go- 
vernment bank. 

Air.  Archer  would  give  his  vote  against  the 
amendment,  by  which  he  did  riot  mean  to  be  under- 
stood a9  excluding  him  from  voting  for  any  other 
change  of  amount  at  another  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Air.  Wright  then  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  admits  of  the  addition  of  20  millions 
ol  capital. 

Air.  W.  sustained  his  motion  chiefly  on  the  ground 
that  the  capital  ought  to  be  staid  and  fixed;  that  if 
the  stock  iose  some  5 or  10  per  cent,  above  par,  a 
rush  would  be  made  to  increase  the  capilal;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  stock  fell,  the  managers  of  the 
bank  would  be  anxious  to  increase  the  capital  by  a 
new  alliance. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  at  some  length,  insisting  that  if 
the  stock  rose  it  would  be  an  evidence  of  tne  pros- 
perity of  the  establishment  and  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  capital. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  and  decided  in  t he  negative: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut.  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  More- 
head, Phelps,  Porter.  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
W ood  bridge — 26. 

Air.  Clay  asked  if  the  senators  on  the  other  side 
had  any  further  amendments  to  offer? 

Mr.  I Bright  said  he  had  one  or  two  more,  and  he 
presumed  there  were  others  of  His  friends  that  had 
some  to  offer. 

Tile  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business,  and  after  sometime  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

July  12.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a petition  of 
citizens  of  New  Yoi  k,  lor  a bankrupt  law. 

He  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  in  a few 
remarks  on  the  subject;  and  in  a concise  and  power- 
ful manner  gave  his  views  in  favor  of  creating  such 
a law',  as  required  by  the  urgent  and  pressing  wants 
of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Walker  had  intended  offering  a resolution  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of' a bankrupt  bill,  im- 
mediately after  definite  action  had  been  had  on  the 
bank  bill;  and  he  was  pleased  to  see  that  there  was 
a strong  probability  of  aid  from  the  other  side  of  the 
senate.  This  was  a measure  infinitely  more  im- 
portant to  his  constituents  than  any  measure  now 
pending  before  either  housp.  There  was  nothing 
on  which  the  public  mind  wa9  so  decided  as  on  in- 
cluding banks.  He  believed  the  time  was  near  when 
there  would  be  a vast  majority  in  both  houses  of 
congress  and  throughout  the  country  in  favor  of  a 
bankrupt  law  applicable  to  banks.  He  should  vote 
for  the  bill,  whether  it  was  applicable  to  banks  or 
not,  and  he  believed  it  was  demanded  by  the  popular 
voice,  and  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Linn  regretted  very  much  that  he  could  not 
have  had  this  morning  to  address  the  senate  on 
another  subject,  but  he  might  as  well  speak  on  this 
as  on  any.  He  had  a petition  on  this  subject  which 
lie  should  present.  Every  man  whose  heart  was 
in  the  right  place  would  see  that  it  w'as  right  to  li- 
berate the  debtor,  upon  giving  up  his  property. 
-But  it  was  different  to  make  a law  which  should 
accomplish  this  and  not  do  infinitely  more  harm 
to  the  mass  of  the  community  than  benefit.  He 
sympathized  with  those  who  were  in  distress;  but 
called  on  to  exercise  an  important  duty  here,  he 
was  compelled  to  look  not  only  to  the  interests  of 
his  constituents,  but  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
country,  and  whether  the  operation  of  the  law 
would  not  be  of  more  injury  to  the  great,  mass  than 
of  benefit  to  individuals.  He  would  vote  for  a pros- 
pective bankrupt  law,  but  not  for  one  that  did  not 
embrace  corporations. 

Mr.  MoreheacL  said,  although  the  people  of  his 
state  had  no  peculiar  interest  in  this  subject,  they 
held  it  as  a great  national  measure  which  would 
exert  a healing  influence  on  the  distress  of  the 
country,  and  as  more  especially  a component  part 
of  the  great  system  of  reform  with  which  the  whig 
party  was  pledged  to  the  union.  The  course  of  his 
colleague,  (Mrj  Clay),  and  of  his  predecessor,  (Mr. 
Crittenden),  who  had  at  last  session  reported  and 
ably  defended  a bill  for  this  purpose,  he  genuinely 
concurred  in,  and  should  support  a bill  of  this  cha- 
racter, when  brought  before  them. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table;  as  also 
petitions  of  the  same  character,  presented  by  Messrs. 
White,  Linn,  Pierce,  Southard  and  Walker. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  reported  the  pre-emption  and  distribu- 
tion bill,  from  the  house,  with  two  amendments; 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tappan  presented  a memorial  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  containing  a remonstrance  against  the  charter 
of  a national  bank,  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands,  a protective  tarilf  and  the  as- 
sumption of  state  debts.  Which  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  oidered  to  be  printed. 

The  special  order,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribeis  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Wright  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
that  portion  oflhe  bill  authorising  the  subscription  of 
one-third  of  the  slock  by  government,  and  requiring 
it  all  to  be  taken  by  individuals  and  corporations. 

A very  interesting  debate  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  Wright,  Calhoun,  Linn,  Walker,  Allen  and 
other  parlicipated. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27, 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
6th  section  of  the  bill  that  part  which  provides  if 
the  amount  of  stock  to  be  taken  by  individuals, 
states  or  corporations,  is  not  subscribed  for  before 
the  20th  December  next,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  subscribe  for  the  residue,  and  be  em- 
powered to  sell  it  afterwards  at  not  less  than  cost. 

This  amendment  also  created  a debate,  in  w hich 
Messrs.  Wright.  Clay  and  Buchanan  participated. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment,  it 
was  npgatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  ot  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRobens,  Mouton,  Nicholson.  Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Youiig— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 


ler, Moreheud,  Phelps,  Porter.  Premiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  ol  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
W ood  bridge — 28. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  allows  the  bank  to  go  inlo  operation 
aftersix  millions  shall  have  been  subscribed,  and  to 
insert,  “until  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  said 
bank  shall  have  been  paid  in,  as  required  by  the 
provisions  of  the  act.” 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment,  the 
vote  stood: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  ol  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Woodbridge — 27. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
6th  section  the  following:  “but  until  the  sale  of  the 
stock  so  subscribed  by  the  secretary  shall  be  made 
by  him,  the  president  shall  appoint  the  additional 
number  of  directors  to  which  the  said  stock  would 
be  entitled  if  held  by  individual  directors.”  This 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
and  Huntington. 

On  the  question  being  laken,  there  stood  for  it: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  King,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 27. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky',  offered  a slight  amend- 
ment, making  it  obligatory  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  to  dispose  of  the  stock  which  he  may 
have  subscribed  for  under  the  contingency  in  the 
bill,  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  not  less  than  its  par 
value;  which  was  adopted  without  debate. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  another  amendment,  to 
the  effect  that  the  directors  should  make  no  divi- 
dends except  from  the  nett  profits;  nor  pay  to  the 
stockholders  any  part  of  the  stock,  nor  reduce  the 
capital  without  the  consent  of  congress;  which  was 
adopted  And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  13.  The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  from  the  war  department  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  raft  on  Red  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  5(i0  additional  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
Mississippi,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Kerr  submitted  a resolution  in  relation  to 
changing  the  hourof  meeting  from  10  to  11  o’clock. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  calling 
on  the  president  for  a list  of  all  the  persons  remov- 
ed from  office  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

Mr.  Linn  occupied  the  morning  hour  without 
concluding  his  remarks. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wright  offered  the  following  amendment: 

“And  if  at  any  time  such  suspension  of  specie 
payments  shall  become  general  as  to  the  liabilities 
and  obligations  above  enumerated,  or  any  class  or 
portion  of  either  of  them,  either  at  the  said  princi- 
pal bank  or  at  any  one  of  the  branches,  offices  or 
agencies  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States  forthwith  to  make  ap- 
plication to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
&c.  by  bill  or  petition,  in  the  nature  of  a proceed- 
ing in  chancery,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
said  principal  bank  and  all  the  said  branches,  offi 
ces  and  agencies,  wherever  located,  from  making 
any  further  issues  of  bills,  notes,  drafts  or  other  se- 
curities for  the  payment  of,  and  calculated  and  in- 
tended to  circulate  as  money,  and  from  all  transfers 
of  property,  sales,  purchases,  or  %ny  other  transac- 
tions of  business,  w'hich  may  endanger  or  impair 
the  security  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  bank,  of  any 
class  or  description;  and  tor  the  appointment  by 
the  said  court,  or  the  said  chief  justice,  as  the  case 
may  be,  of  a trustee,  or  trustees  to  take  possession, 
the  supervision,  care,  and  charge  of  the  property, 
effects,  and  rights,  books,  papers,  and  all  other 
things  belonging  to  the  said  bank  and  the  branches, 
offices  and  agencies  thereof,  and  all  money,  goods 
and  securities  deposited  therein,  to  whomsoever  the 
same  may  of  right  belong.  And  the  said  court 
shall,  upon  the  filing  of  such  bill  or  petition,  have 
full  and  ample  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  whole  mat- 
ters; and,  in  case  the  said  corporation,  with  the  aid 
of  the  trustee  or  trustees  so  appointed  by  the  said 


court,  or  the  said  chief  justice,  as  the  case  may  be, 
fail  to  resume  specie  payments  in  full  at  the  said 
principal  bank,  and  all  the  branches,  offices  and 

agencies  thereof,  within  the  space  of days 

from  the  day  ol  such  suspension,  and  to  continue 
such  specie  payments  without  further  interruption 
or  suspension,  then  the  said  court  shall  proceed  to 
order  the  transfer,  both  of  possession  and  property, 
of  all  the  property  and  effects  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion, of  every  name  and  character  whatsoever,  to 
the  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid,  to  be  perfected, 
and  to  have  ali  the  business  of  the  said  corporation 
finally  closed  under  its  order  and  direction,  and  the 
charter  forlei led  and  annulled.  And  before  any  divi- 
dend shall  be  made  from  the  said  property,  as  the 
avails  thereof,  to  the  creditors,  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion, all  the  expenses  incurred  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  court  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
this  section  of  this  act,  as  allowed  and  taxed  by  the 
said  court,  or  the  said  chief  justice  thereof,  shall  be 
first  paid;  and  when  the  dividends  are  made,  the 
creditors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  preferred 
in  the  following  order,  viz: 

“The  holders  of  the  bills,  notes  and  other  paper 
of  the  said  corporation,  issued  and  intended  to  cir- 
culate as  money,  and  actually  so  circulated  and 
used,  shall  be  first  fully  paid  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section. 

“The  public  deposites  of  the  United  States  shal  l 
be  next  fully  paid  according  to  the  same  rule. 

“The  private  depositaries  of  the  said  bank  shall 
be  next  fully  paid  according  to  the  same  rule. 

“All  the  other  creditors  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  stockholders,  excepted,  shall  next  be  fully  paid 
according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  their  respective 
contracts  with,  and  obligations  against,  the  safid 
corporation. 

“All  the  stockholders  of  the  said  corporation,  the 
United  States  included,  shall  be  next  paid  the  no- 
minal value  of  the  stock  held  by  them  respectively, 
in  case  the  fund  remaining  in  charge  of  the  said 
court,  over  and  above  expenses,  shall  be  equal  to 
such  payment. 

“ADd  lastly,  any  balance  of  the  said  fund  which 
may  remain  after  the  payment  of  all  expenses,  as 
taxed  and  allowed  by  the  said  court,  and  making 
all  the  payments  herein  before  directed,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the 
use  of  the  said  states.” 

On  this  question  a debate  of  interest  ensued,  in 
which  Messers.  Wright,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Ben- 
ton, Clay,  of  Ala.  and  others  parlicipated. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment,  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulion.  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tapan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Porter,  Prentiss-,  Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  W’oodbridge — 25. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  14.  Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from 
many  citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt 
law. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Kerr,  in  rela- 
tion to  changing  the  hourof  meeting  from  10  to  11 
o’clock,  was  then  taken  tip. 

After  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Clay,  Ben- 
ton, Huntington,  Kerr  and  Sevier,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported,  with  amendments,  a bill  to 
revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  au- 
thorising a loan  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  with- 
out amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions, 
was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  naval  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores,  was  twice  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  lunatic  paupers  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  twice  read  and  referred 
to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  calling 
on  the  president  for  a list  of  removals. 

Mr.  Linn  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  morning 
hour,  without  finishing  his  remarks. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
t he  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  to  the  fourteenth  section  the  following: 

“Provided,  however.  That  if  the  said  bank  or  any  of 
its  branches  shall  at  any  time  suspend  specie  payments, 
or  neglect  or  refuse  to  discharge  on  demand  any  and 
all  of  its  liabilities  in  specie,  then  its  bills  or  notes  shall 
no  longer  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  or  de- 
mand due  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  thought  that  provided 
for  in  the  bill,  but  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
to  the  effect  that  no  notes  should  be  so  received 
during  the  time  of  suspension. 

On  this  amendment  to  the  amendment  a debate 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Calhoun 
and  Alien  severally  opposed  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmage,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuihbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  desired  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  considering  that  its  object  was  de- 
feated by  tiie  amendment  made. 

On  this  a debate  arose  in  which  Messrs.  Allen, 
Benton,  Calhoun,  Sevier  and  others  participated. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
amendment  could  not  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Clay,  oi  Ala.  then  moved  to  amend  his  own 
amendment,  so  as  to  insert. 

“Arid  such  suspension  of  specie  payments  shall 
be  held  and  adjudged  ipso  facto  a forleiture  of  the 
charter  hereby  granted.” 

This  w:as  opposed  on  the  ground  that  it  was  too 
summary  a proceeding,  declaring  it  to  be  ipso  facto 
a forleiture.  And  after  some  debate,  Mr.  Buch- 
anan suggested  a modification,  which  was  that 
such  suspension  should  be  considered  cause  of  for- 
feiture. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  accepted  the  modifi- 
cation, and  t fie  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called, 
were  as  lollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dixon,  Fulion,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Nicholson,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Talimadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Young — 
45. 

NAYS — None. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Fulton, 
Henderson,  Kerr,  King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Nicholson,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Talimadge,  Tappan, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury, 
Young — 41. 

NAYS — None. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
16th  section  of  the  bill  by  adding  a provision  to  the 
effect  that  if  the  bank  or  any  of  its  branches 
shall  suspend  specie  payments,  then  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  to  remove  the  deposites  Irotn  said 
bank  or  branches  and  place  them  in  some  safe  spe- 
cie paying  state  bank. 

The  amendment  occasioned  a debate  in  which 
Messrs.  Clay,  Linn,  Sevier  and  other  participated. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay  the  amendment 
was  so  modified  as  to  read  that  if  any  suspension 
should  take  place  during  the  recess  of  congress, 
then  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  to  have  power 
to  make  such  temporary  disposition  of  the  funds  as 
in  his  uiscretion  might  be  deemed  expedient. 

The  modification  was  accepted  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  then  moved  so  to  amend  the 
bill  as  to  strike  out  12  per  cent,  which  the  bank  was 
held  responsible  for  during  a state  of  suspension, 
and  insert  25  per  cent. 

This  amendment  was  warmly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Huntington,  and  as  warmly  advocated  by  Mr.  Se- 
vier. 

The  question  being  taken  on  its  adoption,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulion,  King,  Linn.  McRoberts,  Moulon, 
Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 19. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Talimadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  slrike  out  from  the 
bill  that  part  which  provides  that  no  other  bank 
shall  be  established  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  bank. 

This  amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative  as 
follows: 

YEA — Messers.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Frcston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Talimadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 25. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  ef- 
fect that,  if  any  committee  of  congress  should  be 
refused  means  of  inspecting  the  books  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  corporation,  it  should  be  considered 
cause  of  forfeiture  of  the  charter. 

On  this  amendment  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulion,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon.  Tappan,  Wulker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Young — 20 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Talimadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  an  amendment  which 
went  to  strike  out  the  6 per  cent,  allowed  the  bank 
on  its  loans  and  discounts,  and  insert  5. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hunt- 
ington and  Mangum. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  there  appeared 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nichol- 
son, Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indian,  Southard,  Talimadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  if  senators  had  offered  all  their 
amendments;  if  so,  he  was  about  to  suggest  that 
the  bill  be  printed  as  amended,  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  take  up  the  loan  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had 
one  or  two  to  offer. 

Mr.  Wulker  also  observed  that  he  had  one  of  some 
importance  to  offer 

Air.  Calhoun  expressed  the  hope  that  they  might 
get  through  the  amendments  by  Saturday. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  July  8.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  w hole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  White,  of  Louisiana,  requested  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Fillmore),  to  suspend 
the  motion  for  a moment,  to  enable  him  to  make  a 
report. 

Mr.  Fillmore  having  assented.  Mr.  White,  from 
the  committee  on  commerce,  reported  a bill  “to  ex- 
tend the  limits  of  the  port  of  New  Oileans.” 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  in  obedience  to  the  expressed 
sense  of  the  committee,  he  would  ask  of  the  house 
an  order  for  the  immediate  engrossment  of  the  hill. 
The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  leave  given,  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Powell,  Linn  and  Newhard,  and  appropri- 
ately  referred. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd,  and 
which  is  in  the  follow  ing  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  incompatible  w ith 
the  public  service,  whether  any  officer  of  the  army  or 
the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  has,  since 
the  4th  March  last,  been  directed  to  visii  the  state  of 
New  York  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  impri- 
sonment or  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod;  and  whether, 
by  any  executive  measures  or  correspondence,  the  Bri- 
tish government  has  been  given  to  understand  that 
Mr.  McLeod  will  be  released  or  surrendered;  and,  if  so, 
to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  the  instructions 
to  and  report  of  such  officer. 


Mr.  Hunt  proceeded  to  address  the  house.  He 
entered  into  a history  of  the  affair  of  the  Caroline, 
with  a view  of  defending  the  course  of  the  present 
administration,  and  to  show  how  the  question  stood 
when,  with  all  its  attendant  and  accumulated  diffi- 
culties, it  was  handed  over  to  them.  Mr.  H.  had 
not  concluded  w hen  the  morning  hour  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  diagram  accompanying  the  report 
made  by  him  yesterday,  in  relation  to  a home  squa- 
dron, be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itsell  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair)  on  the  bill  authorising  a loan  not  exceeding 
twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  to 
slrike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  addressed  the  committee  durin°- 
the  hour  in  urgent  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  next  addressed  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Rhett,  replied. 

Mr.  Fessenden  followed  in  defence  of  the  bill. 

[For  this  debate  see  page  311.] 

Mr.  Fessenden  having  concluded,  the  chaiiman 
gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Saltonsiall  who  was  proceed- 
ing to  address  the  committee,  but  yielded  the  floor 
(by  request)  to  Mr.  Dawson  who,  remarking  that 
it  was  now  3 o’clock,  moved  that  the  committee 
rise.  Which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progre_ss,  and  obtained  leave  tositagain. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  9.  The  resolution  calling  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  case  of  McLeod,  was  taken  up  as 
the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Hunt  resumed  his  remaiks  and  finished 
them. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  began  a speech  against 

the  course  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  continued 
until  interrupted  by  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour.  ® 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a resolution  to  take  the  loan 
bill  out  of  committee  on  Monday  next.  The  reso- 
lution was  passed — yeas  97,  nays  79. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  then  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  on  the  bill  authorising  a loan  of 
$12,000,000,— Mr.  Briggs  having  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Sultonstall  having  the  floor. 

Mr.  Saltonsiall  spoke  from  half  past  eleven  till 
halt  past  twelve,  on  the  late  and  present  administra- 
tion of  the  finances  of  the  country, — the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  treasury,  and  the  expediency  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  loan. 

Mr.  Wise  followed,  briefly,  against  the  bill.  He 
said  he  rose  to  speak  emphatically  “to  Buncombe." 
He  promised  to  attack  the  funding  svstein  in  detail, 
but  closed  after  only  eight  minutes  of  emphatic  dis-’ 
course. 

Mr.  Walterson  addressed  the  committee  agafnst 
the  bill;  being  repeatedly  called  to  order  by  tile 
chairman,  but  claimed  the  right  to  occupy  his  hour 
as  he  [ileased  “with  random  cuts,”  &c. 

Mr.  Fernando  Wood  made  some  objections  to  the 
third  section,  on  the  ground  that  il  would  lead  to 
the  employment  of  Wall  street  brokers  as  a°ents. 

Mr.  Cushing  spoke  in  favor  ol'  the  bill,  replying 
in  detail  to  various  attacks  on  the  bill  and  the  i°- 
poit  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Eastman  followed  against  the  loan,  and  in 
defence  ol  the  treasury  note  system. 

Mr.  McKeon  then  spoke  for  an  hour  against  the 
distribution  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard  addressed  the  committee  for  some- 
thing short  ol  an  hour,  in  favor  of  the  measure,  en- 
tering into  a review  of  the  financial  condition  of  (he 
country,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of 
making  this  loan.  The  debt  w hich  existed  was  he 
said,  a government  debt,  w hoever  might  have  crea- 
ted it,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parly  now  in 
power  to  pay  it.  J 

Mr.  McKay,  of  North  Carolina,  having  obtained 
the  floor,  the  committee,  on  motion  of  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Stanly),  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  ordered  the 
printing  of  1,500  extra  copies  of  certain  documents 
before  referred  to.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  10.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved.  J 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  A G.  Floyd, 
calling  (or  information  as  to  the"  case  of  McLeod. 

Mr.  Broum,  of  Tenn.  resumed  iiis  remarks  lrom 
yesterday  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mi.  Linn,  of  N.  Y.  briefly  addressed  (lie  house  on 
the  subject  of  the  resolution,  deprecating  the  at- 
tempt to  make  polilical  capital  out  of  so  grave  a 
question,  and  any  interference  with  the  negotiation, 
in  its  piesent  condition, as  unnecessary  and  dam-er-' 
ous.  ° 
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Mr.  Bowne,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor,  but 
the  morning  hour  having,  within  a few  minutes,  ex- 
pired, he  yielded  tor  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Mass,  the  house 
again  resolved  itselfinto  committeeof  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass,  in  the 
chair),  on  the  bill  authorising  a loan  not  exceeding 
twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause;  Mr.  McKay,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  during  “his 
hour,”  in  earnest  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Va.  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, and  stated  his  object  to  be  to  vindicate  himself 
from  unfounded  charges  which  had  been  thrown 
upon  his  course  in  relation  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  to  explain  the  reasons  of  his  opposition 
to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  for  an  hour  in  a speech  marked  with 
great  earnestness,  animation  and  power  of  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  Gilmer , of  Va.  having  obtained  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  address  the  committee  on  the  general 
subjects  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Jones,  ofVa.  obtained  the  floor,  but  Mr.  Wise 
having  suggested  that  his  colleague  was  not  well, 
the  understanding  prevailed  that  Mr.  J.  should  be 
entitled  to  the  floor  on  Monday  mor-ning. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Weller  and 
Underwood,  the  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Va.  who  yielded  it  to  enable  Mr.  Hopkins 
to  move  that  the  committee  rise.  Which  motion 
having  prevailed,  the  committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  And  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  July  12.  The  journal  of  Saturday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Mains  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  report  to  this  house,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a state- 
ment showing  the  amount  of  stocks  issued,  and  autho- 
rised bylaw  to  be  issued,  by  the  legislatures  of  the  se- 
veral states  and  territories  of  this  union,  including  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  constituting  the  existing 
debts  of  the  said  states,  territories  and  District;  speci- 
fying the  amount  of  the  stocks  thus  issued,  the  rates 
and  terms  of  interest  payable  upon  them,  the  stipulated 
times  of  reimbursement  of  each  loan,  the  dates  of  the 
legislative  acts  by  which  they  were  severally  autho- 
rised, the  objects  of  internal  improvement  or  other- 
wise for  which  the  funds  thus  raised  were  to  be- and 
have  been  applied,  and  the  present  condition  with  re- 
ference to  the  prospect  of  completion  of  the  public 
works,  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  issues  of  the 
said  stocks  was  authorised. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  was  understood  to  have  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  briel  space  of  time  which 
yet  remained  for  the  discussion  of  the  loan  bill  in 
committee  of  the  whole  would  not  be  consumed  in 
the  consideration  of  business  belonging  to  the  morn- 
ing hour.  He  hoped  the  house  would  go  al  once  into 
committee. 

filr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

The  resolution  of  JMr.  Adams  was  thereupon 
laid  over. 

And  the  house  again  resolved  itselfinto  commit- 
tee of  tile  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr. 
Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill 
authorising  a loan  not  exceeding  twelve  millions  of 
dollars. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill— 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee  while  the  clock  described 
a circle. 

filr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  next  addressed  the  committee 
in  support  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  Dawson,  addressed  the  committee  about  20 
minutes  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Atherton  then  took  the  floor  in  opposition. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  A’s  hour,  at  half  past  one, 
there  were  many  competitors  for  the  floor,  but  JMr. 
Fillmore  obtained  it,  to  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected  that  bv  the  rules  of  the 
house  no  gentleman  could  speak  twice  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  when  any  member  wished  to  speak 
who  had  not  yet  spoken. 

Tlie  chair  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  in  order,  as  he  rose  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, which  the  rules  made  always  in  order. 

Mr.  Fillmore  presented  tiis  amendment,  which 
was  to  this  elfect: — to  slrike  out  the  first  section, 
and  insert  a new  section  increasing  the  rate  of  in- 
terest to  six  per  cent,  and  rendering  the  loan  re- 
deemable, if  deemed  expedient,  in  three  years. 


He  then  occupied  the  brief  time  remaining  for 
the  bill  to  continue  in  committee,  (from  half  past 
one  till  two,  when  the  bill  must  be  reported  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  house),  with  a hasty  reply 
to  the  substance  of  the  attacks  made  upon  the 
bill  and  his  statements  during  Ihe  five  days  in  com- 
mittee. He  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the 
hour  of  two. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  to  ament!  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  by  inserting  a section  authorising  the 
president  to  isuse  treasury  notes  in  lieu  of'  the  pro- 
posed loan. 

This  amendment,  by  ayes  82,  noes  119,  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Fillmore’s 
amendment  by  3trikingout  so  much  thereof  as  makes 
the  loan  reimbursable  at  the  will  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  inserting  “at  the  pleasure  of  the 
government.” 

This  amendment  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

An  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  decision  of  the 
chair  was  reversed. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay 
was  then  put,  and,  by  ayes  91,  noe3  108,  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Fillmore’s 
amendment  by  limiting  the  application  of  the  mo- 
ney raised  under  the  bill  to  tile  pay  merit  of  treasury 
notes  or  outstanding  debts.  Which  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKay  offered  another  amendment,  propos- 
ing some  further  limitation  on  the  application  of  the 
money,  which  the  reporter  could  not  distinctly 
hear.  Which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Fill- 
more’s amendment,  which  the  reporter  could  not 
hear. 

JVIr.  Fillmore’s  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

After  some  other  propositions  to  amend,  which 
were  rejected,  the  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fillmore,  rose  and  repotted  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  and  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading,  filr.  Morgan  asked  the  previous 
question;  and  there  was  a second. 

filr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  were  yeas  126,  nays  88.  So  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

And  the  amendments  made  in  committee  were 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  New  York,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were  yeas  127,  nays  91. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

And  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing now,  and  it  having  been  read,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  final  passage  thereof, 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  ami  nays;  which 
was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Allen,  L.  W.  An- 
drews, S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Birdsej'e,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell, 
William  Butler,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Tlios. 
.T.  Campbell,  Cai  utliers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C- 
Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  William  C.  Dawson,  Deberry, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore  A-  L. 
Foster,  Gamble,  Gales,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gilmer,  Pa- 
trick G.  Goode,  Graham,  Greene.  Grsig,  Habersham, 
Hall,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry.  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  .Tames,  Isaac 
D.  Jones,  King,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  Thomas  F. 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiott,  filatfocks.  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall, 
Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Ridg- 
way,  Rodney,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Smith,  Sellers,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  'Poland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Thus.  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  Id.  Williams, 
Jos.  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Augustus  Young,  John 
Young — 124. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bid- 
lack,  Bowne,  Bovd,  Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burke.  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Cald- 
well, Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Cary,  Chap- 
man, Clifford.  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  J.  R.  Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  J.  C. 
Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Harris,  J. 
Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins.  Houck,  Houston, 
Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll.  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones.  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lpwis.  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  Mc- 
Kay, Mallory,  Marchand,  A.  Marshall,  J.  T.  Mason, 


Mathews,  filedill,  Miller,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Parmen- 
ter,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens.  Plumer,  Reding,  Rhett, 
Riggs,  Rogers,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Sny- 
der, Sprigg.  Steenrod,  Sumpter,  Sweeny,  Turney, 
Van  Buren,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  J. 

L.  White,  Wise,  Wood — 93. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itselfinto 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on 
the  two  bills  recently  reported  from  the  commiltee 
on  naval  affairs. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion  prevailing — the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday.  July  13.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Wise  desired  to  be  informed  whether  the  re- 
solution presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, ( Mr.  Adams),  yesterday,  in  relation  to  tile 
amounts  of  stocks  issued  by  the  several  states,  &c. 
had  been  received  He  (Mr.  W.1  perceived  it  was 
on  the  journal. 

The  speaker  said  it  had  been  received  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on 
the  naval  bills. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  hoped  that  the  house  would  pro- 
ceed with  the  usual  morning  business. 

An  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wise,  the  vote  stood,  ayes  60,  noes  not  count- 
ed. But  it  was  evident  that  no  quorum  was  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  would  waive  his  motion  for  the 
present. 

The  speaker  was  proceeding  to  call  the  commit- 
tees in  their  order  for  report. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  call  be  dispensed  with, 
in  order  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Bowne)  to  proceed  with  his  remarks  on  the 
McLeod  resolution. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  Mallory  suggested  that  no  business  could  be 
done  in  the  absence  of  a quorum. 

Mr.  Bidlack  said  he  desired  to  present  a petition. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  do 
so  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house.- 

Mr.  Bidlack  inquired  when  it  w'ould  be  in  order? 

Tire  speaker  said  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bowne  then  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  Adams  addressed  an  inquiry  to  the  chair  in 
relation  to  the  resolution  ofFcred  by  him  yesterday: 
but  what  it  was,  the  reporter  does  not  know. 

filr.  Cave  Johnson  also  said  something,  the  pur- 
port of  w'hich  was  understood  to  be  that,  if  the 
house  did  not  resume  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  case  of  McLsod,  he  would 
claim  priority  of  a resolution  heretofore  offered  by 
himself  in  relation  lo  removals  from  office,  over  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Dawson  intimated  that  he  had  an  impor- 
tant amendment  to  offer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cave  Johnson) . 

Here  the  conversation  dropped,  and  the  house 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  J . G.  Floyd,  calling  for  information  as  to  the 
case  of  IVIcLeod. 

JMr.  Bowne,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  house  generally  on  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances attending  this  case,  and  especiallyin  re- 
ply to  his  two  colleagues  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  debate,  (Messrs.  Hunt  and  Linn).  Mr.  B. 
concluded  within  a few  minutes  of  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour — when  the  speaker  gave  the 
floor  to 

Mr.  Young,  of  New  York,  who  said  that  he 
would  either  proceed  with  his  remarks  during  the 
few  minutes  of  the  morning  hour  that  yet  remain- 
ed, or  he  would  waive  his  right  until  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  filr.  Underwood, 
took  up  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  main- 
tenance of  pauper  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; the  question  being  on  concurrence  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  Ihe  state  of  the  union  in 
their  amendments,  and  ordering  the  bill  to  a third 
reading. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  the  previous  question. 
And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

The  amendments  made  in  committee  ot  the  whole 
were  then  concurred  in — and  the  bill  was  order  to  a 
third  reading  at  this  lime. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  a third  time,  and 
Ihe  question  being  on  the  final  passage  thereof— 

Mr.  Eastman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  114, 
nays  45.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting 
a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  additional  estimates  of  appropriations  re- 
quired by  that  department. 

Mi . Fillmore  supposing,  he  said,  that  the  commu- 
nication related  to  the  fortification  bill,  moved  it  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  and  be  printed.  Which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication for  the  information  of  the  house,  in  the 
form  of  a report  from  Mr.  Hassler,  on  the  subject 
of  the  standing  weights  and  measures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  communication 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusets,  in  the  chair), 
and  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
navy  pensions. 

Mr.  McKay  offered  an  amendment  limiting,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  operation  of  the  pension  law, 
and  providing  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1837  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next. 

This  amendment  was  debated  at  some  length,  by 
Messrs.  Wise,, McKay,  C.  Johnson,  Tillinghast  and 
others. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  McKay,  by  striking  out  all  of  it  save 
that  clause  which  went  to  repeal  the  act  of  1837. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Clifford, 
Tillinghast  and  Ward,  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment ottered  by  Mr.  Mallory,  viz:  to  strike  out  all 
the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  McKay,  save  the  re- 
peal of  the  law  of  1837. 

Mr.  Mallory  explained  at  some  length  the  reasons 
for  the  amendment;  and 

Mr.  McKay  thereupon  consented  to  accept  it  as  a 
modification  of  his  amendment. 

And  the  question  now  being  on  the  amendment, 
as  modified — Mr.  Mallory  went  into  some  further 
statements  as  to  the  effects  of  the  law  of  1S37.  A 
man  who  had  entered  on  board  a man  of  war,  twen- 
ty years  ago,  and  served  but  one  month,  died  to  day, 
and  his  widow  and  children  were  instantly  entitled 
to  demand  his  pension  for  twenty  years  back,  and 
it  could  not  be  refused  Should  a law  like  this  re- 
main on  the  statute  book? 

The  question  being  now  put,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to:  ayes  70,  noes  not  counted.  So  the  law 
of  1837  was  repealed. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  now  offered  an  amendment, 
providing  in  substance,  that  no  officer  should  re- 
ceive, including  his  pension,  a sum  to  exceed  the 
full  pay  of  his  grade  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  McKay  wished  to  substitute  an  amendment, 
declaring  that,  while  he  received  any  pay  from  go- 
vernment, a man  could  draw  no  pension. 

Messrs.  Wise  and  Burnell  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, Mr.  C.  Johnson  spoke  in  support  of  it;  when 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was 
agreed  to,  ayes  84,  nays  62. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the 
housp. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  committee  then  took 
up  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  naval  ordinance  and  ordinance  stores,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

A debate  ensued  on  this  proposition  in  which 
Messrs.  Proffit,  Triplett,  Ward,  Wise,  Nisbet  and 
McKay  participated,  alter  which  Mr.  McKay  with- 
drew' his  amendment,  reserving  to  himself  the  right 
to  offer  it  again  in. the  house, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  require  that  the  existing  pensions 
to  widows  and  children  of  officers  and  seamen 
should  be  continued  for  five  years,  as  though  the 
law  of  1837  had  not  been  repealed. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Md.  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  this  day 
week. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  sustained  by  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Tillinghast,  and  opposed  by  JVIr.  Wise, 
who  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Did.  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
and  amendments  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  that  the  house  do  now 
adjourn;  which  motion,  by  yeas  63,  nays  89,  was 
rejected.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  tile  ta- 
ble, it  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative.  So 
the  bill  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken, 
(being,  first,  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Connecticut). 


Mr.  Snyder,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays;  w hich  were  refused. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ; which  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurred  and  was  taken  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  ayes  64,  noes  63. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  concuriing  in  the 
amendment,  as  amended,  Mr.  Dawson  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  yeas  54,  nays  96.  So  the  amendment, 
as  amended,  was  not  concurred  in. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading 
at  this  lime;  and  having  been  read  a third  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  final  passage  thereof. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a section  repealing  the  act  of 
1837. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  the  previous  question  cutting  off  the  motion 
to  recommit),  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and,  being 
taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a di- 
vision. So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  14.  On  leave  given,  petitions 
and  memorials  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Greig, 
Bowne,  Hunt,  Young,  King  and  liloore,  which  were 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd, 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  case  of  McLeod. 

Mr.  Young,  of  New  York,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  addressed  the  house  generally  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolution.  And  Mr.  Y.  having  con- 
cluded, Mr.  Morgan  obtained  the  floor,  but  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  waved  his  right  to  the  floor 
lor  this  day. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  (by  unanimous  consent),  Iroin  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  in  re- 
lation to  duties  on  drawbacks;  which,  having  been 
read  twice  by  its  title,  was  referred,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  F.  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  purchase  of  naval  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  (yesterday  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole),  was  then  taken  up,  and  pass- 
ed without  debate  and  without  a division. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Gilmer  in  the  chair, 
and  took  up  the  bill  appropriating  $789,310  for  the 
support  of  a home  squadron. 

Messrs.  King  and  Wise  stated  the  objects  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  King  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  as  the 
printed  documents  relative  to  the  subject  had  not 
yet  been  received  from  the  printer. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes 
87,  noes  50. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  through  John  Tyler, 
jr.  esq.  his  private  secretary,  which,  by  general 
consent,  the  speaker  laid  before  the  house: 

To  the  speaker  and  members  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  houseof 
representatives  of  the  21st  ultimo,  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  accompanying  communication  from 
the  secretary  of  state.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  July  14,  1841. 

Department  of  stale,  Washington,  July  12, 1841. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  Slates: 

The  secretary  ol  state,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  requesting  the  president  “to  communi- 
cate to  that  house  (if  in  his  opinion  the  same  can 
be  done  consistently  with  the  public  interests ) such 
authentic  information  as  may  be  in  his  possession 
in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  American  vessels  by 
British  armed  cruisers,  under  the  pretence  that  such 
vessels  were  engaged  or  intended  to  engage  in  the 
slave  trade;  together  with  any  steps  which  may 
have  been  taken  by  our  government  or  its  ministers 
upon  that  subject;  and,  also,  copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence between  the  governments  of  the  U.  States 
and  of  Great  Britain,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
relating  to  the  African  slave  trade,  not  communi- 
cated with  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  of  the  3d  of  Maich  last,  and  of  all  those  parts 
ol  the  despatches  lioin  Nicholas  P.  Trist,  consul  ol 
the  United  Slates  at  the  Havana,  to  the  department 
of  state,  not  contained  in  the  said  message  of  the  3d 
of  March  last,”  has  the  honor  to  repo;  t to  the  pre- 
sident the  accompanying  papers  in  answer  to  tliat 
resolution.  Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  papers  transmitted 
with  the  preceding  report: 

Correspondence  with  the  U.  S.  legation  at  London. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  2d  March,  1841. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  the  secretary  of  state,  (with  en- 
closures), 3d  March,  1841.  (Extract.) 

Same  to  Mr.  Webster,  7th  April,  1841.  (Ex- 
tract.) 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  12th  April,  1841. 
Do. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Webster, ( with  enclosure), 
19th  April,  1841.  Do. 

Same  to  same,  14th  May,  1841.  Do. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  8th  June,  1841. 
Do. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Webster,  18th  June,  1841. 
(Extracts.) 

Despatches  from  the  Havana  consulate. 

Mr.  Trist  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  12th  February,  1836. 
(Extracts.) 

Same  to  same,  29th  November,  1836.  Do. 

Same  to  same,  22d  May,  1838.  Do. 

Same  to  same,  18th  December,  1838.  Do. 

Same  to  same,  12th  January,  1839.  (Extract.) 

Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure),  20th  January, 
1839.  (Extracts.) 

Same  to  same,  22d  January,  1839.  (Extract.) 

Same  to  same,  25th  January,  1839.  (Extracts.) 

Same  to  same,  (with  inclosure),  4th  May,  1S39. 
(Extract.) 

Same  to  same, 7th  September,  1839.  (Extracts). 

Extract  from  enclosure  No.  1,  to  Mr.  Trist’s  let- 
ter to  Mr  Forsyth,  of  17th  December,  1839. 

Mr.  Trist  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  10th  March  1S40. 
(Extract.) 

Same  to  same,  (with  enclosures),  10th  March, 
1S40.  Do. 

Extract  from  enclosure  No.  6,  to  Mr.  Tiisl’s  let- 
ter of  21st  August,  1840. 

Mr.  Trist  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (with  enclosures), 
28th  Sept.  1S40.  (Extracts.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly,  the  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  were  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  then  went 
again  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  Mr.  Winthorp  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  I Fise  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  a home  squadron. 

Mr.  Fillmore  objected.  He  had  made  the  mo- 
tion with  a view  to  take  up  the  “b.ll  making  ap- 
propriations for  various  fortifications,  for  ordnance, 
and  for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities.” 

Mr.  [Fisc  insisted  on  his  motion;  and  it  was  ne- 
gatived by'  ttie  committee,  ayes  58,  noes  70. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  fortification  ap- 
propriation hill,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Clifford  inquired  whether  the  committee  in- 
tended to  move  any  amendment  to  appropriate  for 
fortifications  in  the  state  of  Maiue. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  they  did  not.  The  estimates 
for  new  fortifications  in  the  state  of  Maiue  had  been 
referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs  for  ex- 
amination. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  section  by'  section,  for 
amendments. 

Mr.  Tolitnd  moved  to  amend  the  section  appro- 
priating $50, 000  for  Fort  Delaware,  bv  striking 
out  the  condition  which  required  the  title  to  the 
P.-a-patch  island  to  be  in  the  U.  Slates.  He  urged 
an  unconditional  appropiiation,  at  some  length.  He 
gave  a history  of  the  legislation  and  litigation  on  (he 
contested  title,  in  the  different  states  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware  and  N.  Jersey,  all  of  which  claim- 
ed the  original  light  to  the  island  in  question. 

A prolonged  debate  ensued  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Fillmore  opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones 
said  it  was  out  of  order  by  the  rules.  The  chair- 
man decided  it  was  out  of  order.  An  appeal  was 
taken,  but  withdrawn.  The  original  question  was 
then  resumed.  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Rodney,  Randolph, 
C.  Brown,  Holmes,  Wise,  Ingersoll,  McKay,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Fillmore,  Halstead  and  Gamble,  debated  the 
question  at  length. 

Mr.  Halstead  moved  to  amend  by  ordering  the 
appropriation  on  condition  that  the  U.  States  should 
acquire  the  tiile  in  some  way.  Rpjected. 

Mr.  Gamble  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
whole  appropiiation.  Passed. 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$6,600  lor  fortifications  at  Fort  Preble,  on  Poitland 
harbor,  in  the  state  ol  Maine.  He  supported  la  is 
amendment  briefly'. 

Messrs.  Fillmore  and  McKay  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Briggs, 
McKay,  Clifford  and  Fillmore,  the  committee  lose 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clifford,  ami  the  bouse  adjourn- 
ed at  ten  minutes  before  three  o’clock. 
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Butter  and  cheese  to  the  value  of  $10,497,032  were 
made  in  the  state  of  New  York  during  the  last  year. 

Coal  trade.  Two  thousand  and  sixty-four  canal 
boats,  laden  with  anthracite  coal,  averaging  54  tons 
each,  have  passed  the  Fairmount  weigh  locks  since 
opening  of  the  navigation,  to  the  8th  inst.  Two  hun- 
dred and  42  of  these  were  for  New  York. 

The  shipments  from  the  Schuylkill  region,  during  the 
week  ending  on  Tliursday,  amounted  to  21,692  tons. 
This  is  without  precedent  in  quantity  in  a single  week, 
in  the  history  of  the  Schuylkill  coal  trade. 

Corn  law  petitions.  A statement  is  published  in 
the  London  papers,  showing  the  number  of  petitions 
for  and  against  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  sent  in  to 
parliament  previous  to  the  4th  J une,  as  follows: 

Petitions.  Signatures. 
For  reppal  of  the  corn  laws  2 940  860,494 

Against  1,327  80,336 

For  proposed  measure  on  corn  laws  78  33,236 

Against  1,394 

Cotton  crop.  The  Red  River  Whig  says:  We 
were  informed  by  some  gentleman  from  Bayou  Bceuf 
this  week  that  the  Boll-worm  had  made  its  appearance 
in  their  cotton  fields,  and  had  already  done  considera- 
ble damage.  Indeed  they  said  that  they  dreaded  it 
more  than  the  caterpillar. 

Cotton  is  in  livelier  demand,  though  no  material  va- 
riation has  taken  place  in  prices,  since  our  last  quota- 
tion. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week  in  the  city  of  New 
York  117,  of  whom  14  were  of  consumption  and  6 of 
small  pox;  74  were  natives,  26  from  Ireland  and  17 
other  foreigners. 

The  Belvidere,  (Warren  county,  N.  J.)  Appollo  of 
Tuesday,  mentions  the  death  of  John  Linn,  in  the 
103th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a native  of  Maryland, 
and  emigrated  to  N.  Jersey  about  60  years  ago. 

Fiery  flying  serpent.  Mr.  N.  M.  Ward,  a gen- 
tleman connected  with  the  mission  at  Pedang,  on  the 
coast  of  Sumatra,  has  published  a well  attested  account 
of  a flying  serpent,  seen  by  the  narrator.  He  saw  the 
animal  fly  from  a tree  at  the  height  of  fifty  or  sixty  feet, 
to  another  tree  some  forty  fathoms  distant.  It  supports 
itself  in  the  air  by  drawing  in  its  belly,  widening  itself 
and  forming  an  arch  as  far  as  the  ribs  extend,  and 
forces  itself  ahead  with  the  rapidity  of  a bird,  by  sinu- 
ous motions,  like  a serpent  swimming.  There  is  no- 
thing in  the  reptile  which  bears  any  resemblance  to  a 
wing.  Its  length  is  about  four  feet,  and  bite  is  dan- 
gerous. Another  description  of  flying  or  darting  ser- 
pents, is  described  by  the  natives,  whose  bite  is  instant 
death.  It  leaps  and  flies  only  about  half  the  distance 
of  the  other,  and  makes  none  of  the  sinuous,  waving 
motion  in  the  air.  This  discovery,  of  the  truth  of 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  shows  that  the  portion  of 
Scripture  which  speaks  of  "burning  fiery  serpents’’  had 
a literal  fact  for  the  basis  of  its  figurative  language, 
though  the  species  is  now  extinct  in  the  region  spoken 
of  inme  Bible.  What  a terrible  scourge  must  be  such 
an  animal.  Give  us  the  sterility  of  the  frozen,  rather 
than  tlie  fertility  of  the  torrid  zones,  with  such  draw- 
backs. Polar  bears  are  more  agreeable  than  flying 
serpents.  [New  York  Tattler. 

Flour  is  dull  at  our  last  quotation  or  may  be  said  to 
have  declined  a shade,  say  from  6 to  12j  cents  in  each 
of  the  principal  cities. 

Florida.  Our  readers  will  learn  with  great  pleasure 
that  intelligence  has  been  received  at  the  department 
of  war,  showing  at  once  the  activity  and  zeal  of  the 
troops  engaged  in  the  Florida  war,  and  the  enterprise 
of  the  intelligent  and  efficient  officer,  col.  Worth  who 
now  commands  them. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  five  columns,  fully  equipped  to 
operate  by  land  and  water,  as  circumstances  might 
require  were  put  in  moiion.  The  first,  (under  lieut. 
col.  Clarke),  moving  fr  >m  Fort  Brooke  towards  Fort 
Cooper,  on  the  Withlacooche,  scoured  the  cove  of  that 
name,  and  on  its  route  discovered  an  Indian  town  of 
some  fifty  huts,  several  extensive  planting  grounds,  all 
of  which  were  destroyed  and  some  canoes,  cattle, 
hogs,  &c.  were  secured.  Several  Indians  were  also 
captured.  The  second  column,  (under  lieutenant  col. 
Rilev),  with  canoes,  penetrated  the  Charly  apopka, 
found  the  enemy’s  islands  and  planting-grounds,  and 
destroyed  the  latter,  which  were  quite  extensive.  A 
third  column,  (under  lieut.  colonel  Loomis),  moved  on 
Fort  Cooper.  A fourth,  (under  captain  Kerr),  is  ope- 
riltjnrr  un  tiie  Ocklawaha  liver,  which  had  been  as- 
cended as  iar  as  Fort  Fowle;  and  a fifth,  (under  capt. 
Miller),  is  on  the  Homasassa  and  its  vicinity. 

By  these  combined  and  simultaneous  movements  it 
is  not  doubted  that  the  enemy’s strongholds  and  plant- 
ing-grounds, not  already  destroyed,  will  be  visited,  and 
the  whole  extensive  district  of  country  between  the 
Gulf  and  the  St.  John’s,  south  of  Micanopy,  and  north 
of  Tampa  Bay,  will  be  traversed  with  effect  by  the 
troops,  and  to  the  great  annoyance,  if  not  to  the  de- 
strnetion  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  it. 

Coucoochee  and  his  band,  who,  our  readers  may  re- 
collect, were  captured  some  time  since,  and  sent  to  N. 
Orleans,  have  been  reconducted,  by  the  orders  of  col. 
Worth,  to  Florida,  where  it  is  contemplated  to  use  him 
in  the  future  conduct  of  the  war. 

We  wish  the  gallant  commander,  and  the  army  un- 
der him,  the  success  which  their  joint  zeal  and  efforts 
deserve.  Nat.  hit. 


Hail  storms.  The  fourth  of  July  had  as  delightful 
and  balmy  a temperature  as  our  climate  is  ever  blessed 
with.  The  morning  of  the  fifth  was  sultry,  it  became 
hot  during  the  day  and  towards  night  clouds  gathered 
heavily  charged  with  electricity  and  vapors.  Splendid 
preparations  were  made  for  exhibiting  fire  works  that 
evening  at  Boston,  but  the  crowd  which  had  collected 
for  the  occasion  were  dispersed  like  a routed  army  by 
the  torrent  ofrain  that  descended,  leaving  none  to  wit- 
ness the  mimic  pageant,  so  diminished  by  contrast 
with  the  sublime  fire  works  of  an  Almighty  hand. — 
The  cloud  seems  to  have  concentrated  its  materials 
over  a part  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  de- 
scended in  tornado  over  a part  of  York  county  east 
and  north  of  the  borough  into  Cumberland  county, 
from  Dublin  gap  passing  south  of  Carlisle.  In  a tract 
of  from  one  and  a half  to  five  miles  in  width,  hail  de- 
scended of  extraordinary  size,  and  in  some  places  to 
the  depth  of  two  feet.  The  destruction  was  terrific — 
trees  uprooted,  fences  destroyed,  barns  unroofed  and 
the  crops  utterly  destroyed  on  many  of  the  farms.  At 
Baltimore  the  distant  cloud  wore  a splendid  appear- 
ance, but  did  not  visit  us. 

Ice.  A simple  and  effectual  mode  of  keeping  ice 
is  mentioned  in  the  Kentucky  Farmer.  The  editor 
says: 

We  take,  at  sun  rise,  from  the  ice  house,  as  much 
ice  as  will  probably  be  wanted  through  the  day  and 
cover  it  up  in  some  saw-dust  placed  in  a barrel  which 
sits  in  the  dairy  house.  At  night,  the  size  of  any  given 
lump  is  scarce  perceptibly  diminished.  It  is  a perfect 
charm.  Away  with  your  half  ton  of  lumber,  charcoal 
and  zinc,  with  which  you  are  humbugged  under  the 
name  of  “refrigerator” 

The  editor  of  the  Frankfort  Commonwealth  adds 
that  he  has  tried  the  method  here  recommended,  and 
that  it  answers  perfectly. 

Indian  warrior.  The  Little  Rock  papers  notice 
the  death  ot  Tishe  Mingo,  a celebrated  warrior, 
who  fought  under  general  Wayne.  He  was  a Choctaw 
chief.  He  has  fought  in  nine  battles  for  the  United 
States,  has  served  his  country  faithfully,  and  has  been 
for  many  years  a pensioner  of  the  nation. 

Iron  rigging.  There  is  a British  vessel  in  the  port 
of  Boston  whose  standing  rigging  is  made  of  iron 
wire. 

President  Kirkland.  We  learn  from  the  Lexing- 
ton, (Ky.)  Intelligencer  that  six  hundred  dollars  have 
been  raised  among  the  students  of  Harrison  college, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a monument  over  the  grave 
of  president  Kirkland. 

McLeod  case.  In  supreme  court.  July  1th , 1841. — 
The  people  vs.  Alexander  McLeod.  The  prisoner,  Alex- 
ander  McLeod,  having  at  the  last  May  term  been 
brought  into  court  by  the  sheriff"  of  the  county  of  Nia- 
gara, by  virtue  of  a writ  of  habeas  corpus , and  having 
been  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  the  city 
and  county  ol  New  York,  pending  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  for  the  prisoner’s  discharge;  and  the 
court  being  now  ready  to  render  the  judgment  in  the 
premises,  it  is  thereupon  ordered  that  the  sheriff  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York  have  the  body  of  the 
said  Alexander  McLeod  in  this  court,  at  the  academy 
in  Utica,  without  unnecessary  delay. 

(A  copy.)  H.  DENIO,  clerk. 

New  Hampehire  legislature.  The  legislature  of 
New  Hampshire  adjourned  at  six  o’clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturday  3J  July,  alter  a session  of  thirty-two 
days.  They  passed  in  that  time  sixty-four  acts  and 
thirty-one  resolves. 

Paixham  guns,  says  the  Charleston  Couirer,  are  to 
be  mounted  at  the  forts  in  that  harbor.  They  will 
project  shells  of  40  to  50  lbs.  weight,  and  solid  shot  of 
double  that  weight. 

Another  revolutionary  soldier  gone.  The  Phi- 
ladelphia papers  mention  the  death  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Strembeck,  of  that  city.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  re- 
volution, and  participated  in  several  of  the  struggles  in 
the  “times  that  tried  men’s  souls.”  In  latter  years  he 
was  elevated  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the  post  of  high 
sheriff,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  du- 
ties of  which  he  discharged  with  honor  to  himself  and 
benefit  to  his  constituents. 

Rail  roads.  The  original  capital  of  the  Syracuse 
and  Utica  rail  rnad  company  was  $800  000;  the  cost 
of  the  road  $1,000,000.  July  4th  1839,  the  cars  were 
put  on  the  track,  since  which  time  it  has  from  earnings 
increased  its  capital  to  $1,000,000 — made  two  dividends 
of  4 per  cent,  and  will  pay  another  dividend  of  4 per 
cent.  on  the  1st  of  August  proximo — making  in  all  37 
per  cent,  nett  earnings  in  25  mouths. 

Silk.  Dr.  White,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Jefferson 
county,  Ohio,  passed  through  this  city  yesterday,  on 
his  return  from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  has 
established  a silk  factory  with  two  looms,  now  in  con- 
stant and  successful  operation.  There  has  been  a 
large  amount  of  cocoons  raised  in  Tennessee,  and  al- 
though this  factory  purchases  all  as  fast  as  their  means 
of  manufacturing  them  permit,  there  are  still  3,000 
bushels  ready  for  the  manufacturer,  which  sell  general- 
ly for  $4  per  bushel,  according  to  quality. 

Dr.  W-  has  made  some  important  improvements  in 
his  machinery  for  preparing  silk;  and  proposes  to  locale 
himself  in  Cincinnati,  and  establish  the  business  here, 
should  he  meet  with  any  encouragement.  We  hope  he 
will,  as  the  legitimate  silk  business  has  enriched  every 


community  that  has  taken  hold  of  it.  Dr.  W.  by  the 
way,  was  clad  in  a complete  suit  of  silk,  frock  coat, 
vest  and  pantaloons,  which,  six  weeks  ago.  was  in  the 
mulberry  leaf.  [Cincinnati  Republican. 

Trade  of  Salem.  The  Salem  Register  says  many 
of  the  merchants  of  that  city,  trade  to  places  visited  by 
few,  and  in  many  cases,  no  other  vessels  under  the  sun. 
An  incident  which  occurred  to  one  of  our  national  ves- 
sels is  an  illustration.  It  seems  that  the  gallant  frigate 
visited  one  of  those  fair  and  distant  isles  of  the  ocean, 
from  which  an  extensive  trade  is  carried  on  to  the  U. 
States  and  almost  alone  with  Salem.  The  natives  of 
course,  knew  no  other  foreign  country.  Salem  was  in 
their  eyes  the  greatest  commercial  mart,  which  sup- 
plied them,  and  was  supplied  by  them  in  return.  AH 
their  ideas  of  commercial  traffic  centered  in  onr  port, 
and  accordingly  the  first  question  put  to  the  officers  by 
the  natives  was,  “are  you  from  Salem!’’  And  in  ail 
subsequent  intercourse,  when  any  other  place  was 
spoken  of,  the  inquiry  invariably  was,  “How  near  Sa- 
lem is  it.” 

Steamboats.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  states  that 
as  the  steamboat  Monsoon  was  descending  the  river  on 
the  23th  ult.  she  took  fire  over  the  boilers,  and,  for  a 
short  time  certain  and  sudden  destruction  appeared  to 
be  her  doom.  Her  tiller  ropes  were  burnt  oft",  and  with 
the  steam  up  and  engine  in  motion,  she  ran  upon  a 
bar,  when  the  passengers  landed.  By  the  intrepidity 
and  presence  of  mind  of  the  officers  and  hands,  the 
fire  was  extinguished,  however,  with  no  material  da- 
mage, and  in  a short  time  she  was  extricated,  her  tiller 
ropes  repaired,  and  she  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

Steamboat  stolen!  We  have  to  record  a singular 
transaction,  says  the  Buffalo  Penny  Press,  in  regard  to 
the  abduction  . of  the  splendid  steamer  Milwaukie.  It 
seems  there  are  several  owners,  some  of  which  reside 
in  Milwaukie  and  some  in  this  city.  Those  in  the 
former  place  have  been  to  great  expense  without  re- 
ceiving any  dividend.  Some  difficulty,  in  regard  to  in- 
cumbrances, accruing,  she  was  prevented  from  run- 
ning. The  owners  here  sold  her  to  a Mr.  Sears  of  this 
place  who  placed  her  in  the  combination  and  she  was 
laid  up.  This  proceeding  displeased  the  owners  up  the 
lake  who  procured  men  and  engineers,  who  secretly 
got  on  a scow-load  of  wood,  pumped  her  boilers  full, 
and  during  Saturday  night  got  up  steam  castoff  lines 
and  by  day  break  wete  nearly  out  of  sight,  leaving  the 
chaps  hear  to  whistle. 

Stammering.  Interesting  surgical  operation.  We 
witnessed  one  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  the  sur- 
gical art,  yesterday,  in  the  almost  immediate  cure  of 
two  most  inveterate  stammerers.  The  operation  was 
performed  by  Dr.  Schmidt,  of  Warren  street,  in  the 
presence  of  several  medical  gentlemen.  The  first  pa- 
tient was  36  years  old,  and  stammered  badly.  He  sat 
in  a chair,  with  his  head  down,  and  the  operator  se- 
vered, with  his  instrument,  the  muscle  under  the 
tongue,  attached  to  the  lower  jaw,  immediately  back  of 
the  front  teeth.  The  speech  of  the  patient  was  imme- 
diately improved,  notwithstanding  a habit  of  thirty 
years  standing.  The  other  patient  was  25  years  old, 
and  was  so  badly  afflicted  as  scarcely  to  be  understood 
in  speaking;  the  effort  to  do  so  was  accompanied  by  a 
convulsive  movement  of  the  whole  face.  This  opera- 
tion occupied  about  one  minute — the  patient  losing  a 
large  spoonful  of  blood  only,  and  showing  no  symptoms 
of  pain.  The  effect  was  almost  magical.  Notwith- 
standing long  ha  hit,  the  speech  of  the  patient  flowed 
freely  and  naturally,  and  the  spasms  of  t he  face  nearly 
ceased.  It  is  gratifying  to  witness  the  progress  of 
science  in  alleviating  the  afflictions  of  mankind. 

[. N . Y.  Herald. 

Stocks.  No  variations  worthy  ofinsertion  since  our 
our  last  report. 

Sugar  to  the  amount  of  10,093,991  lbs.  was  made  of 
the  maple  last  year  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Tobacco  crop.  The  Nashville  Whig  noiicitiS'  the 
complaints  in  regard  to  the  tobacco  crop  of  the  states, 
says:  We  are  pleased  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  say 
that  no  such  fears  are  indulged  in  Tennessee.  The 
process  of  transplanting,  though  somewhat  backward, 
has  been  so  far  accomplished  as  to  ensure  a much  lar- 
ger crop,  throughout  the  state,  than  was  ever  before 
realized.  The  land  employed  in  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco,  the  present  year,  both  in  Middle  Tennessee 
and  the  western  district,  we  are  inclined  to  estimate  at 
double  tlie  quantity  of  any  previous  season. 

Utasian  winds.  The  New  Orleans  Advertiser  of 
the  28th  ultima,  speaks  of  that  city,  suffering  under  tiio 
blasts  of  tlie  upasian  winds,  the  forerunners  of  epide- 
mic disease,  unless  they  are  driven  back  by  the  south 
winds.  They  blow  from  tlie  northeast,  and  during  the, 
time  the  sky  is  clear  blue,  and  as  hard  as  steel,  and 
the,  sun  shines  with  a burning  fire,  which  sooner  shows 
their  effect  upon  the  human  system. 

University  of  Virginia.  Tlie  Richmond  Whig 
states  that  Mr.  Slyvester,  of  London,  has  been  elected 
professor  of  mathematics  in  the  university  of  Virginia. 

Wheat  as  usual,  advanced  in  price  just  before  har- 
vest. It  begins  now  to  recede  in  expectation  of  the 
new  crop  being  soon  brought  to  market. 

Yellow  fever  at  Havana.  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Rhode 
Island,  second  engineer  of  the  steam  ship  Lion,  and 
Joseph  Hutchinson,  of  Lowell,  Mass,  belonging  to  tlie 
same  vessel,  died  of  tlie  fever;  and  two  ol  the  engi- 
neers of  the  steamship  Eagle  were  down  with  it. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Cunard  steamer  Caledonia,  capt.  McClellan, 
arrived  at  Boston  on  Saturday  the  19th  inst.  at  one 
o’clock,  P.  M.  having  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th  inst. 
and  made  the  passage  in  13  days,  bringing  files  of 
London  papers  to  the  4th  inst.  and  Liverpool  to  the 
3d;  the  4th  the  day  on  which  she  sailed  being  Sun- 
day. 

The  English  papers  speak  of  the  crops  as  being 
generally  very  promising  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
on  the  continent.  The  distress  from  want  of  work 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  England  was  not 
so  great  as  at  the  last  previous  advices. 

The  Scotch  papers  say— “The  weather  continues 
delightful,  and  our  luxuriant  fields  are  careering  on. 
In  all  quarters  Piovidence  is  showering  goodness  on 
the  land.” 

The  news  by  (he  overland  mail  from  India  was 
received  in  London,  July  1,  by  express  from  Mar- 
seilles. As  we  aniicipated,  it  embraces  nothing  of 
a late  date  from  China.  The  latest  date  is  to  March 
30.  Some  few  additional  particulars  relative  to  the 
state  of  trade  are  given,  which  will  be  found  among 
onr 'extracts.  The  news  from  India  is  not  impoi- 
tant.  The  British  government  brig  Larne  was  at 
Bombay,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  who  had  not  yet  made  his 
appearance.  Preparations  were  making  to  send 
1,000  troops  from  Calculta'to  Canton,  and  additional 
tioops  from  Madras. 

T.  he  news  from  Turkey  and  Egypt  is  of  more  in- 
terest. The  most  important  particulars  will  be 
found  in  the  subjoined  extracts. 

l he  Caledonia  brought  74  passengers;  among 
whom  was  Samuel  Jaudon,  esq.  His  (amily  did  not 
return  with  him. 

1 he  Acadia  arrived  home  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  June,  in  ten  and  a half  days  from  Halifax. 

The  Great  Western  had  not  arrived  at  Bristol — 16 
days  out. 

The  President.  Every  vestige  of  hope  for  the 
safety  of  the  President  had  flown. 

Tiade  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  England 
was  better.  Cotton  had  improved  in  demand,  and 
aa^d.  in  price  for  American  descriptions.  Very 
little  change  in  corn. 

Money  in  London  was  worth  5 per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  many  heavy  failures  had  iaken  place. 

The  French  loan  had  been  reduced  from 
£18,000,000  to  9,000,000  in  consequence  of  the 
extent  ol  the  Austrian  loan. 

The  stock  of  bullion  in  the  bank  had  increased 
£117,000. 

The  president’s  message  was  received  on  the  23d, 
but  did  not  seein  to  excite  much  interest. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Prorogation  and  dissolution  of  parliament.  The 
session  ot  parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  queen 
iu  person  by  a speech  from  the  throne. 

In  the  house  ot  lords,  Tuesday  June  22d,  the  po- 
litical circumstances  connected  with  the  prorogation 
had  their  effect  in  bringing  together  an  immense  as- 
semblage. From  the  moment  the  royal  carriage 
passed  through  the  gates  of  Buckingham  palace, 
until  its  arrival  at  the  house  oflords.  the  enthusiasm 
ot  the  immense  mul.itude  that  crowded  every  spot 
trom  which  a glimpse  of  the  procession  could  be  had, 
was  unabated.  Within  the  house  of  lords  Ihe  as- 
semblage of  peeresses  and  slrangers  was  even  great- 
er than  upon  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  first 
parliament  under  the  present  reign.  The  body  of 
the  house,  the  galleries,  the  staircases,  the  very 
doorway's,  were  crowded.  There  were  a considera- 
ble number  of  peers  present.  The  duke  of  Sussex 
entered  the  house  about  a quarter  before  two,  and 
looked  in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 
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He  was  followed,  some  minutes  afterwards,  by  the 
duke  of  Cambridge  and  prince  George,  and,  until 
the  guns  announced  her  majesty’s  arrival,  both  of 
the  royal  dukes  were  engaged  in  animated  conver- 
sation with  the  peers  around  them.  Lords  Mel- 
borne  and  Normanby  were  early  in  (heir  attendance, 
as  was  the  venerable  lord  Rolle.  The  curiosity  of 
strangers  was  mortified  by  the  absence  of  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  lord  Brougham,  lord  Lyndhurst  and 
others.  At  a few  minutes  after  two  the  quick  suc- 
cession of  guns  prepared  the  brilliant  assemblage 
within  the  house  lor  her  majesty’s  approach.  The 
procession,  in  the  usual  order,  passed  through  the 
royal  gallery,  which  was  lined  with  the  household 
troops,  and  thronged  with  the  less  foitunate,  though 
scarcely  less  imposing  ar  ray  of  rank  and  fashion, 
that  was  unable  to  obtain  admission  to  the  interior, 
presenting  a scene  of  great  splendor.  Within  the 
house  the  effect  upon  her  majesty’s  entrance,  when 
the  whole  assembly,  in  their  varied  and  gorgeous  at- 
tires, rose,  was  exceedingly  striking.  Her  majesty, 
who  was  preceded  by  the  heralds  and  pursuivants, 
the  lord  chancellor,  the  earl  of  Errol,  the  earl  of 
Shaftesbury'  with  the  cap  of  maintenance,  viscount 
Melbourne  with  the  sword  of  state,  the  earl  marshal, 
and  the  other  great  officers  of  state,  was  led  to  the 
throne  by  his  royal  highness  prince  Albert,  who 
then  took  his  seat  on  her  left  hand  side. 

Her  majesty  wore  a magnificent  robe  of  white 
satin  richly  embroidered  with  gold,  and  trimmed 
with  gold  lace,  over  which  she  wore  the  mantle  of 
state.  A dazzling  tiara,  stomacher,  necklace  and 
ear-rings  of  brilliants  completed  the  royal  toilette. 
Prince  Albert  wore  a field  marshal’s  uniform,  with 
the  ribbond  and  decorations  of  the  garter.  Both 
her  majesty  and  his  royal  highness  appeared  in  ex- 
cellent health.  The  speaker  and  the  members  of 
the  house  of  commons  having  been  summoned  to 
the  bar  by  the  usher  of  the  black  rod,  the  royal 
honorable  gentleman  shortly  afterwards  appeared, 
attended  by  a considerable  number  of  members. 

The  speaker  then  addressed  her  majesty  as  fol- 
low's: Most  gracious  sovereign,  we,  your  majesty’s 
faithful  commons,  approach  your  majesty  with  sen- 
timents of  unfeigned  devotion  and  loyalty.  It  has 
been  our  most  anxious  desire,  in  granting  the  sup- 
plies for  the  present  year,  to  place  at  the  disposal 
of  your  majesty  the  means  by  which  the  naval  and 
military  establishments  of  the  country  might  be 
placed  in  a state  of  complete  efficiency,  and  we  en- 
tertain a strong  conviction  that,  by  thus  enabling 
your  majesty  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  crown 
and  protect  the  just  rights  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  have  adopted  a course,  which  under  the  favor 
of  Divine  Providence,  will  ensure  both  to  this  coun- 
try and  the  rest  of  Europe  a continuance  of  the  bles- 
sings of  peace.  We  now  tender  to  your  majesty  an 
act  to  apply  certain  sums  of  money  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1841,  and  to  appropriate  the  supplies 
granted  in  this  session  ot  parliament,  to  which,  in 
all  humility,  we  pray  your  majesty’s  gracious  as- 
sent. 

The  lord  chancellor  then  presented  the  speech  to 
her  majesty,  who  condescendingly  intimated  that  the 
royal  assent  was  to  be  first  given  to  some  bills.  His 
lordship  seemed  amused  at  this  correction  in  the 
forms  of  proceeding. 

The  royal  assent  having  been  given,  in  the  usual 
form,  to  the  bills,  the  lord  chancellor  presented  the 
speech,  which  her  majesty  read  with  her  usual  clear 
and  distinct  enunciation. 

The  Queen's  speech. 

"My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

“On  a full  consideration  of  the  present  state  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  I have  come  to  the  determination  of  pro- 
roging  parliament,  with  a view  to  ils  immediate  dis- 
solution. 

“The  paramount  importance  of  the  trade  and  in- 
dustry ol  the  country,  and  my  anxiety  that  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service  should  be  provided  for 
in  the  manner  least  burdensome  to  the  community, 
have  induced  me  to  resort  to  the  means  w hich  Ihe 
constitution  has  entrusted  to  me,  of  ascertaining  the 
sense  of  my  people  upon  matters  which  so  deeply 
concern  their  welfare. 

“I  entertain  the  hope  that  the  progress  of  public 
business  may  be  facilitated,  and  that  divisions  inju- 
rious to  the  course  of  steady  policy,  and  useful  le- 
gislation may  be  removed  by  the  authority  of  a 
new  parliament,  which  I shall  direct  to  be  summon- 
ed without  delay. 


“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons, 

“1  thank  you  for  the  readiness  with  which  you 
have  voted  the  sums  necessary  for  the  civil  and  mi- 
litary establishments. 

"My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“In  the  exercise  of  my  prerogative,  lean  have  no 
other  object  than  that  of  securing  the  rights  and 
promoting  the  interests  of  my  subjects;  and  I rely 
on  the  co-operation  of  my  parliament,  and  the  loyal 
zeal  of  my  people,  for  support  in  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  are  necessary  to  maintain  that 
high  station  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  which 
it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  assign  to  this 
country.” 

As  soon  as  her  majesty  had  concluded, 

The  lord  chancellor  said;  It  is  her  majesty’s  royal 
will  and  pleasure  that  this  parliament  be  prorogued 
to  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  June  inst.  to  be  then  here 
holden,  and  this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued 
till  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  June. 

On  the  23d  June  the  royal  proclamation  was  pub- 
lished, ordering  writs  for  the  election  of  a new  par- 
liament. 

The  queen  and  corn  laws.  The  cheers  with  which 
her  majesty  was  hailed  on  her  return  from  the  house 
of  lords  on  Tuesday  w'ere  greatly  increased  as  she 
reached  Whitehall,  but  as  her  majesty’s  carriage 
turned  into  the  horse  guards,  lound  cries  were  raised 
of  “remember  the  corn  laws!”  “Repeal  the  corn 
law’s!”  Those  cries  evidently  reached  the  royal  ear, 
as  her  majesty  seemed  to  bow  assent  to  the  demand 
of  her  loyal  subjects,  which  drew  forth  renewed  ac- 
clamations. 

The  elections  for  the  members  of  the  new  parlia- 
ment took  place  in  several  of  Ihe  districts  on  the 
last  of  June.  Both  parties  claim  the  victory,  and 
although  the  parties  are  nearly  balanced,  it  appears 
that  the  tories  have  rattier  obtained  the  ascendancy. 
The  London  Globe,  the  ministerial  paper,  lays  claim 
to  the  victory,  but  admits  that  another  dissolution  of 
parliament  will,  in  all  probability,  follow  at  no  dis- 
tant period,  owing  to  the  nearly  balanced  stale  of 
parties  in  the  new  parliament. 

The  Globe  states  that  every  individual  connected 
with  her  majesty’s  government,  whose  election  has 
come  on,  has,  so  far  as  they  are  aware,  been  return- 
ed, and  many  of  them  by  the  largest  and  most  im- 
portant constituencies.  Among  them  are  lord  John 
Russel,  foi  London;  lord  Palmerston,  lor  Tiverton; 
sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse,  for  Nottingham;  Ihe  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  for  Portsmouth;  Mr.  Ma- 
caulay, for  Edinburgh;  Mr.  Labouchere,  for  Taun- 
ton; sir  George  Grey,  for  Devonport;  Mr.  Clay,  for 
Tower  Hemlets;  Mr.  Parker,  for  Sheffield;  Mr.  Ver- 
non Smith,  for  Northampton;  the  attorney  general 
for  Worcester;  the  lord  advocate,  for  Leith;  captain 
Dean  Dundas,  for  Greenwich;  lord  Listowel,  lor  St. 
Albans. 

It  appears  that  lord  Palmerston  lost  his  election  in 
Liverpool,  and  was  run  for  in  Tiverton.  The  Liver- 
pool Mail  of  July  1st,  gives  the  following  as  the  re- 
sult of  their  election. 

The  mayor  has  just  made  the  following  official 
declaration  of  the  state  of  the  poll  at  the  close,  which 
will  be  found  to  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  re- 
turn which  we  bad  furnished.  The  announcement 
was  received  with  enthusiastic  cheering — Sandon, 
5,979;  Cresswell,  5,792;  Palmerston,  4,431;  Walms- 
ley  4,647. 

Dreadful  riols  occurred  in  many  places,  on  the 
evening  of  the  election,  particularly  in  Liverpool, 
where  four  men  and  one  woman  was  shot,  and  se- 
rious injury  was  done  to  property. 

At  Ashton,  also,  it  is  said  “the  hospitals  are  filled 
with  the  wounded,  and  one  policeman  has  died  of 
his  wounds.” 

The  Liverpool  Mail  of  the  1st  instant,  states  that 
the  conservative  members  already  returned  are  110- 
the  radical  members  77.  The  conservative  gain  is 
30,  the  radical  15 — leaving  a majority  in  favor  of 
conservatism  of  14,  or  28  votes  on  a division,  in  the 
house  of  commons. 

Defeat  of  Mr  Hume.  Joseph  Hume  Tia3  been 
defeated  at  Leeds.  He  will,  probably,  not  sit  in  the 
next  parliament. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle,  (liberal)  of  June 
3d,  has  the  following  ai  tide  respecting  the  result  of 
the  late  election. 

“At  twelve  o’clock  last  night  the  return  receiv- 
ed (reckoning  the  double  one  for  Thetford  on  both 
sides),  were  160  reformers  and  156  tories.  The 
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tones  have  lost  twenty-seven  seates,  and  gained 
thirty-seven;  so  that  the  reformers  have  hitherto  sus- 
tained in  all  the  ioss  of  ten  seates.  From  twenty- 
two  boroughs,  returning  thirty-one  members,  we 
have  received  no  return.  What  proportion  of  these 
seats  may  be  filled  by  liberals,  we  cannot  ot  course 
say  with  certainty.  But  with  respect  to  thirteen  of 
these  seats,  no  doubt  is  entertained,  and  they  may 
now  be  set  down  as  belonging  to  the  liberals.” 
Official  declaration  of  the  poll  in  the  city  of  London. 
I n consequence  ot  the  dispute  respecting  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns  as  published  by  the  conservative 
and  whig  committees,  the  utmost  excitement  and 
interest  have  prevailed  in  the  city,  during  the  whole 
of  the  morning,  to  learn  the  actual  state  of  the  facts, 
as  they  were  to  be  developed  by  the  official  declara- 
tion of  the  final  result  of  the  poll,  which  sheriff  Gibbs 
yesterday  intimated  would  be  made  this  day  at  two 
o’clock.  From  an  early  hour  the  Guildhall  present- 
ed an  animated  appearance,  and  the  crowd  kept 
continually  increasing,  manifesting  the  greatest  im- 
patience for  the  exhibition  of  the  members.  Exactly 
at  the  appointed  hour,  the  sheriffs,  with  a numerous 
retinue,  appeared  upon  the  hustings,  and  immediate- 
ly declared  the  number  polled  to  be  as  follows: 

For  Masterman,  6,339;  Wood,  6,315;  Lyall,  6,290; 
Russell,  6,221;  Attwood,  6,212;  Pattison,  6,070, 
Crawford,  0,065;  Price,  6,017. 

The  sheriffs  then  declared  the  choice  of  the  citi- 
zens of  London  to  have  fallen  upon  Mr.  Masterman, 
sir  R.  Wood,  Mr.  Lyall  and  lord  J.  Russell,  as  their 
representatives  in  the  commons  house  in  the  ensuing 
parliament. 

The  new  members  having  returned  thanks,  the 
meeting  was  dissolved. 

Thus  lord  John  Russell  has  escaped  defeat  by  a 
majority  of  nine.  How  this  majority  may  be  dealt 
with  by  a committee  of  the  house  of  commons  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 

The  Morning  Post  of  the  30th  J une  has  the  fol- 
lowing remarks: 

Looking  to  what  has  taken  place  in  the  city  of 
London — looking  to  the  towns  which  have  already 
chosen  conservative  members  instead  of  their  late 
ministerial  representatives — looking  to  the  probabi- 
lity of  additional  gains  in  the  towns,  and  the  certain- 
ty that  about  a dozen  county  seats  which  have  been 
abandoned  by  the  ministerialists  will  be  filled  in  the 
ensuing  parliament  by  conservatives,  we  may  fairly 
regard  it  as  impossible  that  the  present  ministry 
should  continue.  It  is  already  a moral  certainty  that 
there  will  be  a decided  majority  of  conservatives  in 
the  next  house  of  commons.  And  the  political  cer- 
tainty consequent  upon  that  is,  that  sir  Robert  Peel 
will  be  the  chief  minister. 

Comparative  loss  and  gain.  The  returns  to  the 
new  parliament,  (including  one  from  Scotland — 
Leith),  up  to  Friday  evening,  July  the  2d,  received 


jn  London,  are — 
^Liberals, 

159 

Fories, 

145 

Majority  for  the  liberals, 

14 

The  total  amount  of  the  university,  city  and  bo- 
rough constituency  of  England,  is  541,  of  which,  as 
above  seen,  307  have  been  elected.  It  is  stated  that 
in  comparative  loss  and  gain  to  the  two  parties, 
that  the  tories  have  a majority  in  this  respect, 
against  the  liberals  of  9 or  18  votes  on  a division. 

Ministerial  changes.  Sir  George  Grey  is  to  have 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  with  a seat  in  the  cabinet; 
succeeded  as  judge  advocate  by  Mr.  Shiel,  late  vice 
president  of  the  board  of  trade. 

Mr.  More  O’Ferrall,  secretary  of  the  admiralty, 
has  the  post  of  financial  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
vice  Gordon  O’Ferrall  is  succeded  at  the  admiralty 
by  Mr.  Parker,  M.  P.  for  Sheffield. 

The  hon.  E.  J.  Stanley,  joint  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  has  been  appointed  postmaster  general  of 
the  forces  in  the  place  of  sir  Henry  Parnell,  who  re- 
tires from  parliament. 

The  honorable  Fox  Maule  has  been  transferred 
to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  board  of  trade.  Maule 
is  succeeded  by  lord  Seymour,  from  the  secretary- 
ship of  the  board  of  control,  in  which  post  he  is  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  C.  Buller. 

Loid  Plunket  has,  at  length,  resigned  the  lord 
chancellorship  of  Ireland.  Sir  John  Campbell,  the 
attorney  general,  is  to  be  his  lordship’s  successor 
who  will  be  elevated  to  the  peerage. 

The  vacant  post  of  governor  of  Bombay  is  not  yet 
filled  up. 

The  new  queen’s  counsel.  Mr.  Whately  and  Mr. 
Godson,  M-  P.  of  the  Oxford  circuit;  Mr.  Knowles, 
Mr.  Baines,  and  the  honorable  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley, 
of  the  northern  circuit;  Mr.  Sutton  Sharpe;  and  Mr. 
Austin. 

The  king  and  queen  of  the  Belgians  and  suite  ar- 
rived at  Buckingham  palace,  London,  on  the  23d 
ultimo. 


Marriage  of  prince  Albert’s  brother.  It  is  stated 
that  the  present  visit  of  the  king  of  the  Belgians  to 
London  has  reference  to  the  contemplated  marriage 
of  the  brother  of  prince  Albeit  with  the  princess 
Clementine,  the  only  unmarried  daughter  of  Louis 
Phillippe. 

Failure.  Whitmore,  Wells  & Whitmore,  bankers, 
of  London,  have  failed. 

Steamer  lost.  The  Pollik  steamer  has  been  lost 
off  the  island  of  Elba.  Only  one  person  drowned. 

The.  President  steamer.  A letter  dated  June  12, 
has  been  received  at  Paris,  which  says:  “Captain 
Hammond,  of  the  British  brig  Venus,  which  arrived 
here  from  Newfoundland  on  the  7th  instant,  reports 
that  he  had,  on  his  voyage  from  Cadiz  to  Newfound- 
land, in  the  middle  of  April  last,  passed  a large 
steamer  drifting  on  the  ice,  in  which  she  must  short- 
ly after  have  been  blocked  up.  The  captain  of  the 
brig  hoisted  his  number,  and  the  steamer  in  answer 
the  British  flag.  The  brig  not  having  been  reported 
by  the  steamer,  which  was  endeavoring  to  proceed 
homewards,  capt.  Hammond  supposes  it  must  have 
been  the  President.  He  was  obliged  to  make  a cir- 
cuit of  more  than  150  miles,  to  avoid  running  in  the 
same  predicament.” 

The  markets.  Matters  in  the  English  money  mar- 
ket seem  to  be  in  a more  active  state  than  we  had 
reason  to  hope  for  by  our  last  advices.  Although  a 
momentary  shock  has  been  given  to  American  credit 
by  the  state  of  Indiana,  not  remitting  the  funds  re- 
quisite to  pay  the  dividends  upon  its  stock  due  on 
the  1st  inst.  it  was,  however,  believed  or.  the  depar- 
ture of  our  advices,  that  the  amount  was  in  transitu 
per  the  Great  Western.  All  transactions  in  Ame- 
rican state  stock  or  bank  stocks,  seem  to  be  in  abey- 
ance. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Friday,  July  2.  The  de- 
mand for  cotton  throughout  the  week  has  been  pret- 
ty brisk,  and  not  less  than  29,230  bags  have  been 
sold,  of  which  speculators  have  taken  3,000,  and 
exporters  300  American.  The  market  is  not  very 
abundantly  supplied,  and  an  advance  of  £d.  per  lb. 
has  been  obtained  for  American  descriptions  on  last 
week’s  prices.  Brazil,  Egyptian,  East  India,  &c. 
are  without  any  material  alteration  in  prices.  The 
trade  have  bought  freely,  there  having  been  a still 
further  improvement  in  the  demand  for  yarn  and 
goods  last  Tuesday  at  Manchester.  There  were 
forwarded  into  the  country  last  month  unsold  5,600 
American,  150  Brazil,  and  20  Surat.  The  import  of 
the  week  amounts  to  20,489  bags.  To-day’s  de- 
mand has  been  pretty  brisk,  and  the  sales  amount  to 
fully  5,000  bags,  for  which  full  prices  have  been  ob- 
tained. 

Sales  from  the  26th  June  to  the  2d  inst.  inclusive; 
50  Sea  Island  14al73;  10  Stained  do.  7;  8,000  Up- 
land 5|a7£;  11,460  Orleans  4fa8f;  4,760  Alabama 
and  Mobile  5^. 

July  3.  The  sales  of  cotton  for  the  week  ended 
25th  ult.  amounted  to  28,790  bales,  and  for  that 
ended  yesterday  they  were  30,430  bales,  of  which 

8.000  were  Upland  at  5ja8y;  12,660  Orleans  at  5^a 
8J;  4,760  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  4ja7;  and  50  Sea 
Island  at  14al7£  per  lb.  About  3,000  bales  have 
been  taken  during  the  week  on  speculation.  The 
business  to-day  is  estimated  at  fully  5,000  bales,  of 
which  1,000  is  on  speculation.  The  receipts  into  this 
port  since  the  1st  January,  of  all  kinds  are  about 

740.000  bales,  of  which  610,000  are  American, 
against  910,000  bales  at  this  time  lastyear  of  all  sorts, 
of  which  810,000  were  American,  and  the  stock  at 
present  here  is  estimated  at  690,000  bales,  against 

435.000  bales  on  the  3d  July  last;  the  stock  of  Ame- 
rican cotton  is  now  475,000  bales,  or  about  90,000 
bales  more  than  it  then  was,  and  considering  the 
state  of  our  manufacturing  districts,  and  so  much 
cotton  to  be  sold,  it  holds  out  very  little  encourage- 
ment for  any  advance. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  July  2.  Owing  to  the  bus- 
tle occasioned  by  the  election,  business  in  all  free 
articles  of  the  corn  trade  appeared  to  be  nearly  sus- 
pended between  Tuesday  last  and  to-day,  the  prices 
of  each  remaining  nominally  unvaried.  In  the  course 
of  that  period,  however,  we  have  had  some  specula- 
tive inquiries  for  wheat  in  bond,  and  several  cargoes 
of  foreign  have  been  sold  for  arrival  within  the  range 
of  our  last  quotations;  these,  with  1,000  bbls.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia flour,  now  under  lock,  at  23s.  per  bbl.  com- 
prise the  whole  transactions  worth  naming  within 
the  last  two  days. 

London  corn  exchange,  July  4.  The  weather  is 
very  damp  and  close,  and  there  appears  to  be  danger 
of  too  much  rain. 

The  accounts  from  the -country  are  unfavorable,  as 
regards  the  wheat  crop,  and  from  near  Ipswich  one 
party  writes  that  he  never  recollected  the  wheat  plant 
Allowing  out  worse. 

From  Birkshire  there  is  an  unfavorable  account, 
and  from  Surrey  also. 

From  Ireland  and  Scotland  the  reports  are  good. 


From  Danzig  the  accounts  come  of  as  late  date 
as  last  Sunday.  The  weather  hail  then  turned  fine 
and  bright,  alter  two  or  three  w eek’-  rain  which  had 
done  good.  The  winter  sown  wiieat  and  rye  look- 
ed thin,  but  the  crop  on  the  whole  presenting  a pro- 
mising appearance,  and  prices  were  rather  looking 
down.  Here  to-day  we  have  hardly  any  fresh 
wheat  at  market,  and  what  there  is  has  sold  at  Is. 
advance.  In  bonded  there  are  some  transactions  at 
full  prices. 

FRANCE. 

The  party  adverse  to  the  peace  of  Europe  is  again 
beginning  to  be  active.  The  war  mania  is  again 
rising;  and  it  is  by  no  means  satisfactory  to  know 
that  some  of  Louis  Phillippe’s  ministers  show  a dis- 
position to  encourage  it.  The  French  marine  mi- 
nister is  threatening,  and  at  variance  with  the  policy 
of  M.  Guizot.  Vessels  are  being  regularly  despatch- 
ed to  the  Mediterranean.  The  Turkish  empire  is 
distracted.  Eastern  affairs  unsettled;  and  this,  cou- 
pled with  the  state  of  feeling  in  Paris,  all  dictate  the 
prudence  of  not  relying  on  the  professed  peaceable 
disposition  of  France. 

The  duke  de  Nemours  returned  to  Paris  from 
Africa  on  Monday  evening  28th  ult. 

The  Moniteur  promulgates  the  law  authorising  the 
establishment  of  a new  line  of  steam  packets  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

The  Carlist  French  journals  speak  of  changes  in 
the  French  ministry  as  probable. 

Admiral  Lalande  takes  the  command  of  the  Me- 
diterranean fleet. 

The  chamber  of  peers  approved,  on  Wednesday, 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  lately  concluded  between 
France  and  Holland. 

M.  Lefebvre  de  Bacourt,  the  charge  d’affaires  of 
France  at  Buenos  Ayres,  has  written  to  the  minis- 
try to  demand  his  immediate  recall,  new  difficulties 
having  arisen  in  La  Plata,  w'hich  could  only  be  set- 
tled by  an  appeal  to  arms. 

FRENCH  AFRICA. 

A letter  from  Toulon  ot  the  18th,  has  the  follow- 
ing news: 

“The  Euphrates  steamer  has  arrived  from  Al- 
giers. It  brings  the  following  intelligence,  dated 
Algiers,  June  14th:  The  army  has  again  taken  the 
field.  The  expedition  (about  10,000  strong,  in- 
cluding the  10th  battalion  of  sharp  shooters)  left 
Bidah  on  the  10th,  escorting  an  immense  convoy 
destined  to  revictual  the  garrison  of  Medeah  and 
Millanah.  On  the  11th  the  troops  passed  the  Cot 
de  Moriziah  without  obstacle,  and  on  the  12th  left 

150,000  rations  at  Medeah.  On  the  13th  the  co- 
lumn proceeded  on  its  march  to  Millanah.  All 
these  particulars  have  been  transmitted  to  us  by  the 
telegraph.  The  weather  is  cool  and  favorable  to 
the  expedition. 

The  Toulonnias  of  the  23d  contains  intelligence 
from  Algiers  of  the  15th  inst.  the  environs  ot  which 
painfully  demonstrate  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by 
which  the  French  hold  the  country.  “The  envi- 
rons of  Algiers  continued  to  be  infested  by  the 
Arabs,  and  not  a day  passed  over  without  a robbery 
or  a murder  being  committed  close  to  the  walls  of 
the  city.” 

SPAIN. 

Madrid  letters  of  the  24th  ot  June,  announce  that 
the  cortes  have  declared  vacant  the  office  of  guar- 
dian to  her  majesty  queen  Isabella  II. 

The  young  queen  of  Spain  is  reported  to  be  in  a 
very  bad  state  of  health.  The  household  of  the  re- 
gent is  entirely  military. 

The  Courier  de  Bordeaux  publishes  the  speech 
delivered  by  Espartero  when  elected  regent  of 
Spain,  which  is  nearly  word  lor  word  with  that  pro- 
nounced by  Napoleon  in  the  presence  of  the  senate, 
after  his  appointment  as  consul  for  life. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  ministerial  crisis  here  has  been  brought  to  a 
close,  and  a new  cabinet  formed.  The  financial  af- 
fairs of  Portugal  are  still  in  a very  deplorable  condi- 
tion, though  it  is  expected  that  the  forthcoming  fo- 
reign dividend  will  be  paid. 

GREECE. 

The  island  of  Candia  is  still  in  arms.  France  in- 
dicates some  intention  of  countenancing  this  move- 
ment, and  king  Otho  has  already  done  so.  The  la- 
test news  from  Bulgaria  and  Macedonia  was  of  an 
unfavorable  character.  Private  letters  from  Malta 
state  that  Mehemit  Ali  would  not  accede  to  the 
clause  to  the  hatti  scheriff  fixing  the  amount  of  tri- 
bute at  40,000,000  piasters.  He  declares  he  will  not 
pay  more  than  6,000,000. 

RUSSIA. 

The  emperor  has  sent  a squadron  to  the  Hague, 
with  his  second  son,  the  grand  duke  of  Constantine, 
who  serves  as  a midshipman  on  board  the  Auiora 
frigate. 

DENMARK. 

The  government  had  concluded  a treaty  with 
Great  Britain  and  Sweden  relative  to  the  passage  ol 
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the  sound.  In  virtue  of  this  treaty,  the  duration  of 
which  is  limited  to  ten  years  from  the  15th  June, 
and  may  be  prolonged  for  ten  years  more,  if  agreea- 
ble to  (he  contracting  parties,  the  court  of  Copen- 
hagen has  established  a new  tariff  of  duties  to  be 
paid  by  merchant  vessels  navigating  under  English 
colors.  According  to  this  tariff,  the  duties  on  coffee 
and  cocoa  are  reduced  from  24  stubers  (48  stubers 
are  equal  to  a rix  dollar,  4s.  4^d.)  to  3 stubers  per 
quintal  on  raw  sugar,  from  9 stubers  to  5;  the  duties 
on  rice  continues  fixed  at  6 stubers  per  four  quintals, 
and  that  on  cotton  goods  at  1 per  cent,  advalorem. 

THE  EAST. 

According  to  the  latest  accounts  from  the  East 
the  war  continued  to  rage  in  Candia,  and  was  gene- 
rally favorable,  though  not  decisively  so,  to  the 
Christian  insurgents. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  20th  states,  under 
date  Constantinople  the  2d,  that  the  pasha  of  Bag- 
dad, Bosraia  and  others,  had  revolted,  and  intended 
to  declare  themselves  independent  of  the  central  go- 
vernment. It  was  said  that  the  pasha  of  Bagdad, 
not  having  succeeded  in  his  undertaking,  had  sought 
refuge  in  Persia.  According  to  accounts  from  Vi- 
enna of  the  15th,  prince  Metternich  would  not  leave 
that  capital  before  the  15th  of  July. 

CHINA,  INDIA. 

By  the  usual  monthly  express  from  Marseilles 
have  been  received  advices  from  China,  and  the 
principal  ports  of  the  Levant.  The  dates  are  from 
Bomba v,  May  22,  from  Malta,  June  22. 

Sir  Gordon  Bremer  was  at  Calcutta,  organizing 
reinforcements  for  the  army  in  China.  The  lein- 
forcements  consist  of  2,500  Europeans,  and  a small 
number  of  native  troops.  At  Bombay  similar  pre- 
parations are  in  progress  for  expediting  troops  to 
China,  where  the  most  unfavorable  aspect  prevails. 
The  cholera  was  raging  at  Bombay,  but  the  mortali- 
ty does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  alarming,  and 
was  confined  to  the  natives. 

The  armament  against  China,  which  was  to  leave 
on  the  arrival  of  sir  W.  Parker,  consisted  of  two 
large  frigates,  and  two  iron  steamers  constructed  ex- 
pressly for  (he  navigation. 

The  news  received  by  this  mail  is  not  of  a re- 
markable kind.  The  eyes  of  all  are  turned  towards 
China,  but  nothing  has  been  received  from  thence 
of  a date  more  recent  than  that  brought  by  the  last 
steamer.  Her  majesty’s  brig  Larne  is  in  the  harbor 
of  Bombay,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  new  admiral. 
At  Calcutta  preparations  are  going  forward  to  send 
a reinforcement  to  the  expedition  of  1,600  European 
soldiers,  and  at  Madras  similar  preparations  have 
been  made  for  sending  additional  sappers  and  mi- 
ners. 

The  season  is  now  very  much  advanced  and  fears 
are  entertained  that  nothing  satisfactory  will  be 
done  before  the  storms  get  in  the  Chinese  seas. 

The  accumulation  of  goods  outside  Canton  is  im- 
mense, and  will  now-,  without  doubt,  be  thrown  on 
the  market.  Prices  will  rule  very  low.  Patna 
opium  is  quoted  at  400  to  410  Spanish  dollars.  Be- 
nares at  400,  and  Mulwa  at  410. 

The  following  is  the  proclamation  issued  by  the 
joint  imperial  commissioner  concerning  the  opening 
of  the  trade.  It  must  be  received  with  mueh  quali- 
fication, for  captain  Elliot’s  demands  were  not  as 
stated.  There  was  no  intention  of  removing  the 
ships  of  war  from  Canton. 

“Proclamation  from  the  joint  commissioners  Yang 

and  the  acting  governor  E.  calling  on  the  people 

to  resume  commercial  intercourse,  March  20. 

“Yang,  joint  imperial  commissioner,  noble  of  the 
second  order,  &c.  and  E.  acting  governor  of  the  two 
kang,  &c.  hereby  issue  proclamation  to  carry  on 
commercial  intercourse  as  usual,  and  peacefully  to 
pursue  ordinary  avocations. 

“Whereas,  upon  the  19th  of  the  present  month, 
the  English  plenipotentiary  officially  represented 
that  it  was  his  desire  to  maintain  peace,  and  he  de- 
manded nothing  else,  but  only  immediate  permis- 
sion for  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  as  usual. 

“And  whereas  the  commercial  intercourse  enjoyed 
by  various  countries  is  owing  to  the  good  pleasure  of 
the  celestial  court  that  all  should  cherish  tenderly 
men  from  alar. 

“Therefore,  the  English  plenipotentiary  having 
so  represented  that  he  demands  nothing  else  but  trade 
only,  and  the  merchant  ships  of  America  having,  in 
consequence  of  the. war,  suffered  detention,  so  that 
their  cargoes  remain  unsold,  and  there  is  no  prospect 
of  returning  homeward,  a change  cannot  but  be  made 
commensurably  to  these  circumstances  permitting 
them  alike  to  trade,  and  thus  displaying  a compasion- 
ate  regard. 

“While  the  facts  will  be  duly  represented  to  the 
throne,  they  proceed  to  issue  these  special  com- 
mands for  the  information  of  all.  For  this,  then,  it 
is  proclaimed  to  all  the  tradesfolk,  soldiery  and  peo- 
ple in  general,  for  their  full  information,  that  hence- 
forward the  merchants  of  all  nations  are  alike  per- 


mitted to  repair  to  Whampoa  and  trade,  and  you 
will  hold  intercourse  with  them,  and  pass  to  and  fro, 
as  usual;  and  there  shall  be  no  hindrance  or  obstruc- 
tion made,  nor  any  trouble  created.  After  the  En- 
glish vessels  of  war  shall  be  withdrawn,  it  will  yet 
be  more  right  and  seeming  to  protect,  and  carefully 
to  look  to  and  well  treat,  the  merchant  vessels  at 
Whampoa,  and  the  merchants  dwelling  at  Canton. 
Let  every  one  tremblingly  obey.  Oppose  not  this 
special  proclamation. 

“Taoukwang,  21st  Zaar,  2d  month,  28th  day,  20th 
March,  1841.  (True  translation). 

“J.  ROBERT  MORRISON, 
Chinese  secretary  and  interpreter.” 

(True  copy).  “EDWARD  ELMSLIE, 

Secretary  and  treasurer.” 

The  Canton  Register  of  March  30th,  gives  the 
following  information: — “The  mere  reports  are  that 
the  English  ships  of  war  have  removed  below  the 
city  of  Canton  about  one  mile  and  a half;  that  the 
British  flag  was  hauled  down  in  Canton  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  26th  instant,  the  guard  removed,  and  the 
flag  has  never  since  been  hoisted.  The  further  de- 
mands of  the  local  government  now  are,  that  all  the 
English  ships  of  war  are  to  leave  the  river,  the  fort 
and  island  of  North  Wangtung  to  be  evacuated  and 
surrendered  to  the  Chinese  before  any  trade  as  usual 
can  be  recommended.  If  these  demands  are  com- 
plied with,  the  next  that  will  be  pressed  upon  her 
majesty’s  plenipotentiary  will  probably  be,  to  re- 
build the  Bogue  forts  at  English  cost,  and  on  the 
latest  and  most  improved  scientific  principles  of  de- 
fence and  offence.  Will  not  his  excellency’s  mag- 
nanimity grant  such  reasonable  and  modest  de- 
mands? More  troops  are  daily  arriving  in  Canton, 
but  we  know  nothing  of  Yihsoan’s  movements  or 
intentions,  if  he  is  indeed  in  Canton.  It  was  ru- 
mored on  Saturday  that  he  had  annulled  Yang’s 
proclamation  for  renewing  the  trade  with  the  En- 
glish. About  fifteen  ships  are  now  supposed  to  be 
at  Whampoa;  the  treatment  experienced  by  the  En- 
glish and  United  States  vessels,  under  the  renewed 
usual  trade  will  furnish  matter  for  remark  next  week 
or  before.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Peleg  Sprague,  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Massachusetts. 

Abner  Nash  Ogden,  judge  of  the  United  States 
for  the  dirtrict  of  Louisiana. 

John  Chambers,  governor  of  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

Otho  H.  W.  Stull,  secretary  of  the  territory  of 
Iowa. 

George  C.  Bates,  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  Michigan. 

Courtiand  Cushing,  attorney  of  the  U.  States  for 
Indiana. 

Robert  Hanna,  marshal  of  the  United  States  for 
Indiana. 

Collectors  of  the  customs. 

Parker  Sheldon,  Bath,  Maine. 

Joseph  Eaches,  Alexandria,  Di3trictof  Columbia. 

Postmasters. 

Robert  M.  Riddle,  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

John  C.  Montgomery,  at  Philadelphia. 

Mission  to  England.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  15th  inst.  says — “We  are  authorised  to 
say  that  the  president,  some  time  ago,  tendered  the 
important  trust  of  the  mission  to  England  to  the 
hon.  John  Sergeant,  the  distinguished  member  of 
congress  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Having  held  the  offer  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  wc  regret  to  learn,  with  just  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  honor  of  the  proposed  high  public  em- 
ployment, and  his  grateful  respect  for  such  a mark 
of  confidence,  felt  himself  obliged  to  decline  the  ap- 
pointment. So  far  as  we  may  gather  from  rumor, 
the  reasons  for  this  were  of  a private  nature,  such 
as  might  properly  influence  the  head  of  a large  fami- 
ly, and  one  who,  it  is  probable,  has  participated  in 
that  diminution  of  income,  from  vested  property, 
which  the.  convulsions  of  recent  times  have  rendered 
so  general.  Mr.  Sergeant  is  well  known  to  the 
whole  country.  His  service  is  congress  has  already 
been  unusually  long,  most  useful  to  the  country, 
and,  as  we  believe,  in  the  highest  degree  acceptable 
to  his  constituents.  There  are  many  eminent  citi- 
zens from  among  whom,  without  doubt,  a highly 
fit  selection  may  be  made  for  minister  to  London, 
but  it  will  be  rare  good  fortune  if  the  executive  choice 


should  fall  on  any  one  in  whose  integrity,  ability , 
prudence,  and  American  feeling,  the  American  peo- 
ple would  have  more  confidence  than  in  those  of 
John  Sergeant  of  Pennsylvania.” 

The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  of  the  8th,  evening, 
has  the  following  notice  of  the  final  ceremonies  con- 
nected with  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  president 
Harrison,  and  of  the  spot  where  they  arc  de- 
posited: 

•‘Tiie  tomb.  The  steamboat  Raritan,  which  con- 
veyed the  hearse  and  committees  yesterday,  arrived 
at  North  Bend,  about  3 P.  M.  It  was  intended  to 
have  the  services  at  the  grave  strictly  private.  The 
zeal  and  excitement  of  the  public  could  not,  how- 
ever, be  repressed.  Three  other  steamboats  left 
the  wharf  at  the  same  time,  and  on  the  ground 
thousands  of  people  from  the  neighboring  country 
had  collected.  All  were  anxious  to  see  the  spot 
where  the  body  of  their  late  chief  was  to  be  laid. 

The  spot  was  most  peculiarly  well  selected.  It 
is  a sort  of  mound,  separated  from  the  hill  by 
ravines,  about  a hundred  yards  back  from  the  river, 
and  elevated  above  it  some  fifty  or  sixty  feet.  The 
river  here  makes  a curve,  and  from  a great  distance 
above  and  below,  the  stranger  who  shall  pass  on 
the  stream  of  the  Ohio,  may  view  in  the  distance 
the  tomb  of  HiunisoN. 

The  services  at  the  grave  were  performed  jointly 
by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Wilson  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brooke. 
The  body  was  deposited  in  a vault,  there  to  await 
the  last  trumpet  call. 

By  Ohio’s  descending  wave, 

His  country’s  vows  shall  bless  the  grave, 

And  there 

Imperial  Honor’s  awful  hand, 

Shall  point  bis  lonely  bed! 

Revolutionary  reminiscences.  The  nomi- 
nation of  general  Washington  to  be  commander-in- 
chief of  the  American  army.  The  Troy  Whig  says 
that  there  is  a very  prevalent  error  existing  in  this 
country  as  to  the  individual  member  of  the  conti- 
nental congress  who  nominated  George  Washing- 
ton to  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  army 
— the  honor  of  that  nomination  having  been  almost 
universally  ascribed  to  John  Adams  of  Massachu- 
setts; while  it  in  reality  belongs  to  Thomas  Johnson 
of  Maryland,  who  soon  after  signalized  bis  patriot- 
ism by  hastening  from  civil  life  with  a body  of  Ma- 
ryland troops,  to  join  the  army  during  its  retreat 
through  New  Jersey,  and  who,  as  a just  tribute  to 
his  virtues  and  talents,  was  elected  the  first  go- 
vernor of  his  native  state. 

The  evidence  on  which  this  statement  rests  is 
found  in  the  following  extract  from  a letter  written 
by  John  Adams  himself  to  colonel  Pickering,  dated 
August  6th,  1822.  After  giving  an  account  of  his 
going  to  Philadelphia,  in  1775,  in  company  with 
Cushing,  Samuel  Adams  and  Paine,  “four  poor  pil- 
grims,” Mr.  Adams  says: 

“They  were  met  at  Frankfort  by  Dr.  Rush,  Mr. 
Mifflin,  Mr.  Bayard  and  others,  who  desired  a con- 
ference, and  particularly  cautioned  not  to  lisp  the 
word  ‘independence.’  They  added,  you  must  not 
come  forward  with  any  bold  measure;  you  must  not 
pretend  to  take  the  lead;  you  know  Virginia  is  the 
mo3t  populous  state  in  the  union;  they  are  very 
proud  of  their  ancientdominion,  as  they  call  it;  they 
think  they  have  a right  to  take  the  lead,  and  the 
southern  states  and  middle  states  are  too  much  dis- 
posed to  yield  it  to  them. 

“This  was  plain-dealing,  Mr.  Pickering;  and  I 
must  confess,  that  there  appeared  so  ranch  wisdom 
and  good  sense  in  it,  that  it  made  a deep  impres- 
sion on  my  mind,  and  it  had  an  equal  effect  on  all 
my  colleagues.  This  conversation,  and  the  princi- 
ples, facts  and  motives  suggested  in  it,  have  given 
a color,  complexion,  and  character  to  the  whole  po- 
licy of  the  United  States  from  that  day  to  this. 
Without  it,  Mr.  Washington  would  never  have 
commanded  our  armies,  nor  Mr.  Jefferson  have 
been  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
nor  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  the  mover  of  it,  nor 
Mr.  Chase  the  mover  of  dissolving  foreign  con- 
nexions. 

“If  I ever  had  cause  to  repent  of  any  part  of  thi3 
policy,  that  repentance  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will 
be,  unavailing.  I had  forgot  to  say,  nor  had  Mr. 
Johnson  ever  have  been  the  nominator  of  Washing- 
ton for  general.” 
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THE  ARMY. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army  adjutant  gen’s  office, 
Washington,  July  VUh,  1841. 
General  orders — No.  39. 

I.  The  company  of  the  5th  regiment  of  infantry 
at  Fort  Brady  will  be  immediately  relieved  by  a 
company  of  the  4th  regiment  of  artillery,  and  then 
proceed  to  Fort  Crawford.  Fort  Howard  will  be  eva- 
cuated for  the  present,  and  the  garrison  join  the 
head  quarters  of  the  regiment  without  delay.  The 
post  and  public  property  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
quarter  master’s  department. 

II.  The  1st  regiment  of  infantry  will  be  withdrawn 
from  Florida,  proceed  to  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and 
take  post  as  follows: 

At  Fort  Snelling — Three  companies. 

Fort  Crawford — Five  companies. 

Fort  Atkinson — One  company. 

Fort  Winnebago — One  company. 

III.  As  soon  as  relieved  by  detachments  of  1st 
infantry,  the  5th  regiment  will  be  concentrated  at 
Jefferson  barracks,  thence  proceed  to  join  the  Flori- 
da army,  via  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  in  time  to 
ensure  its  arrival  by  the  1st  November. 

IV.  The  seven  companies  of  the  4th  infantry,  at 
Fort  Gibson,  under  its  lieutenant  colonel,  will  pro- 
ceed to  Florida  via  New  Orleans  and  Tampa  Bay, 
to  arrive  not  later  than  the  15th  of  October.  Re- 
gimental head  quarters  to  be  established  at  Fort 
Jesup,  when  the  colonel,  now  on  leave  of  absence, 
shall  join. 

V.  The  commanders  of  departments,  regiments 
and  posts  affected  by  this  order,  are  charged  with 
the  prompt  movement  of  the  troops,  as  herein  di- 
rected, for  which  the  requisite  transport  shall  be  fur- 
nished by  the  quarter  master’s  department. 

By  command  of  major  general  Scott. 

(Signed)  R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

From  Florida.  We  have  been  favored  with  the 
following  extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the 
army,  dated 

Fort  Fanning,  July  9. 

The  officers  of  the  1st  regiment  are  getting  better. 
Rumor  says  that  our  regiment  (the  1st)  is  to  go  up 
the  Mississippi  to  relieve  the  5th  infantry,  and 
that  the  5th  will  be  ordered  to  go  to  Florida  in 
consequence  of  our  regiment  being  entirely  dis- 
abled by  sickness  to  do  duty  in  the  field  the  coming 
winter. 

Tampa  Bay  at  this  time  is  very  unhealthy;  there 
have  been  several  deaths,  a great  many  cases  of 
sickness;  the  disease  supposed  to  be  congestive  fe- 
ver. The  wife  of  Dr.  Leonard,  United  States  army, 
died  at  Tampa  Bay  of  fever,  a few  days  ago.  The 
army  is  nearly  all  in  the  field,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sick,  and  those  stationed  at  three  or  four  small 
posts.  Captain  Hawkins,  of  the  7th  infantry,  the 
other  day,  routed  Halleck  Tustennuggee’s  party  of 
about  50  to  75  warriors,  took  a squaw  and  two  chil- 
dren, destroyed  a quantity  of  jerked  beef  and  some 
twenty  or  thirty  bushels  of  contee.  The  troops  are 
still  out,  with  the  exception  of  the  sick,  who  were 
compelled  to  return  from  the  field.  There  i3  at 
present  a great  deal  of  sickness  in  the  territory,  and 
we  have  every  prospect  of  more,  as  the  country, 
from  the  recent  heavy  fall  of  rain,  is  partially  inun- 
dated. The  weather  is  very  hot. 

.[Savannah  Georgian 

the  navy. 

The  United  States  ship  of  war  Ohio,  bearing  the 
broad  pennant  of  com.  Isaac  Hull,  arrived  at  Boston 
on  Saturday  forenoon,  from  the  Mediterranean,  last 
from  Gibraltar.  The  Ohio  was  31  days  from  Gib- 
raltar, having  left  Toulon  on  the  8th  May,  Mahon 
the  29th  May,  Malaga  the  9th  June  and  Gibraltar 
the  15th  June. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Preble,  commander  R.  Voorhees, 
left  Toulon  on  the  7th  May  for  Leghorn. 

List  of  officers  attached  to  the  Ohio.  Commodore — 
Issac  Hull,  commanding  Mediterranean  squadron. 
Captain — E.  A.  F.  Lavallelte.  Lieutenants — G.  J. 
Pendergrast,  S.  F.  Dupont,  W.L.  Howard,  S.  Lock- 
wood,  I.  S.  Missroom,  R.  B.  Hitchcock,  J.  W.  Cox, 
James  F.  Miller,  G.  Gamevoort.  Fleet  surgeon — T. 
Williamson.  Purser — Wm.  Sinclair.  Chaplain — 

I.  P.  B.  Wilraer.  Asistant  surgeons — Geo.  Mauls- 
by,  E.  J.  Bates.  Acting  master,  J.  Carroll.  2d  do. — 
W.  D.  Hurst.  Commodore’s  secretary — J.  Ethe- 
ridge. Professor  of  mathematics — J.  Pierce,  jr. 
Passed  midshipmen — W.  B.  Rendshaw,  W.  A. 
Jones,  W.  A.  Parker,  W.  E.  LeRoy,  L.  Maynard, 
Joseph  H.  Adams.  Midshipmen — W.  F.  Delough, 
P.  Crosby,  R.  Townsend,  A.  N.  Smith,  S.  E Wood- 
worth,  W.  R.  Low,  R.  A.  Knapp,  E.  F.  Tattnall,  J. 
Downes,  jr.  L.  R.  Law,  M.  Rush,  J.  McLanahan, 
JD.  Ammen.  Boatswain — W.  Waters.  Carpenter — 

J.  Southwick.  Sail  maker — S.  B.  Bannister.  Art’y 
gunner — John  Caulk.  Commodore’s  clerk — Charles 
Francis,  jr.  Captain’s  do. — St.  Arnand  Rolembert. 
Purser's  d.o.— Joseph  M.  Salter. 


Marine  corps.  Captain  Thomas  A.  Linton.  2d 
lieutenants — Josiah  Watson,  H.  B.  Watson. 

Passenger,  surgeon  James  M.  Greene,  detached 
from  the  hospital  at  Mahon. 

The  United  States  ships  Constellation  and  Boston 
sailed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  China  on  the 
24th  of  April. 

The  Saluda  at  New  York,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  left 
at  that  port  about  the  14th  June,  United  States  ship 
Potomac,  under  sailing  orders;  United  States  ship 
Decatur,  and  United  States  brig  Enterprise,  just  ar- 
rived from  Montevideo.  A United  States  sloop-of- 
war,  name  not  reported,  went  into  Rio  Janeiro  on 
the  14th  June. 

Navy  of  Great  Britain.  The  following  is 
from  the  official  list  for  October,  1840,  as  published 
in  “Miles’s  Epitome,”  page  37;  we  extract  it,  with 
slight  alterations,  from  the  Boston  Mercantile 
Journal: 


Ships,  S(C. 

In  com- 
mission . 

. 

o gs 

Build- 

ing 

[ Total 

Tons. 

Of  the  line 

28 

54 

23 

105 

Under  that  rate, 
small  vessels, &c 

149 

220 

34 

403 

466,176 

Steamers 

65 

15 

7 

87 

34,056 

242 

289 

64 

595 

500,232 

The  whole  charge  for  the  service  of  the  year  end- 
ing February,  1841,  amounts  to  £5,659,051.  The 
number  of  seamen,  24,165;  hoys,  2,000;  marines, 
9,000.  Total,  35,165. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  table  that  our  govern- 
ment have  now  in  commission  65  steam-ships  of 
war,  besides  15  in  ordinary,  and  7 building;  making 
an  aggregate  of  87.  It  is  also  known  that  the 
steam  ships  built  and  building,  to  serve  as  packets 
to  distant  ports,  are  all  constructed  in  such  a man- 
ner that,  in  case  a war  should  render  it  necessary, 
they  can  be  converted,  without  delay,  into  formida- 
ble steam-frigates.  In  two  months  after  a declara- 
tion of  war.  Great  Britain  could  send  to  sea  one 
hundred  and  fifty  steam-frigates ! How  many 
steam  ships  of  war  could  the  American  government 
furnish  in  case  of  a declaration  of  hostilities  by  any 
foreign  power?  The  number  would  hardly  amount 
to  a plurality.  [ Montreal  Herald,  July  8. 

THE  CASE  OF  ALEXANDER  MCLEOD. 

In  supreme  court,  New  York. 

ON  HABEAS  CORPUS  JULY  TERM,  1841. 

Mr.  Justice  Cowen  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court  as  follows: 

The  prisoner’s  petition,  on  which  I allowed  this 
writ,  contained  an  intimation  that  his  commitment 
to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  Niagara  had  not  been 
regular;  but  that  ground  is  now  abandoned.  The 
sheriff  returns  an  indictment  for  murder  found  by  a 
grand  jury  of  that  county  against  the  prisoner,  on 
which  he  appears  to  have  been  arraigned  at  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  holden  in  the  same  coun- 
ty. It  further  appears  that  he  pleaded  not  guilty, 
and  was  duly  committed  for  trial.  The  indictment 
charges,  in  the  usual  form,  the  murder  of  Amos 
Durfee  by  the  prisoner,  on  a certain  day,  and  at  a 
certain  town  within  the  county. 

These  facts,  although  officially  returned  by  the 
sheriff,  were,  by  a provision  in  the  habeas  corpus 
act,  2 R.  S.  471,  2d  ed.  §50,  open  to  a denial  by 
affidavit,  or  the  allegation  of  any  fact  to  show  that 
the  imprisonment  or  detention  is  unlawful.  In  such 
case  the  same  section  requires  this  court  to  proceed 
in  a summary  way  to  hear  allegations  and  proofs  in 
support  of  the  imprisonment  or  detention,  and  dis- 
pose of  the  party  as  the  justice  of  the  case  may  re- 
quire. Under  color  or  complying  with  this  pro- 
vision, which  is  of  recent  introduction,  the  prisoner 
not  denying  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  over  the 
crime  as  charged  in  the  indictment,  or  the  regularity 
of  the  commitment,  has  interposed  an  affidavit  stat- 
ing certain  extrinsic  facts.  One  is  that  he  was  ab- 
sent and  did  not  at  all  participate  in  the  alleged  of- 
fence; the  other,  that  if  present  and  acting,  it  was  in 
the  necessary  defence  or  protection  of  his  country 
against  a treasonable  insurrection  of  which  Durfee 
was  acting  in  aid  at  the  time. 

Taking  these  facts  to  be  mere  matters  of  evidence 
upon  the  issue  of  not  guilty,  and,  of  themselves,  they 
are  clearly  nothing  more,  I am  of  opinion  that  they 
cannot  be  made  available  on  habeas  corpus,  even  as 


an  argument  for  letting  the  prisoner  to  bail,  much 
less  lor  ordering  his  unqualified  discharge.  That 
this  would  be  so  on  all  the  authorities  previous  to 
the  revised  statutes,  his  counsel  do  not  deny.  The 
rule  of  the  case  is  thus  laid  down  in  the  British 
books:  “A  man  charged  with  murder  by  the  ver- 
dict of  a coroner’s  inquest  may  be  admitted  to  bail; 
though  not  after  the  finding  of  the  indictment  bv  the 
grand  jury.”  I Chit.  Cr.  L.  129,  Am.  ed.  of  1836. 
Petersd.  on  bail,  521,  S.  P.  It  has  never,  that  we 
are  aware,  been  departed  from  in  practice  under  the 
English  habeas  corpus  act.  Lord  ch.  justice  Ray- 
mond said,  in  Rex  v.  Dalton,  2 Str.  911,  that  lie 
would  bail  though  a coroner’s  inquest  had  found  the 
crime  to  be  murder;  and  the  distinction  was  between 
the  coronei’s  inquest,  where  the  court  can  look  into 
the  depositions,  and  an  indictment  where  the  evi- 
dence is  secret.  Lord  Mohun’s  case,  1 Salk.  104, 

S.  P.  This  reason  is  adopted  by  Chitty,  at  the  paje 
of  his  Cr.  law  before  cited;  and  by  Petersd.  on  bail, 
London  ed.  of  1835,  p.  521.  It  was  also  recognized 
by  Sutherland.  J.  of  this  court,  in  1825.  Tayloe’s 
case,  5 Cowen’s  Rep.  56.  He  says,  “the  iudiclment 
must  be  taken  as  conclusive  upon  the  degree  of  the 
crime,”  id. 

The  disposition  heretofore  taken  in  the  cause  be- 
ing thus  cut  off,  there  are  no  means  of  inquiry  left 
to  us  on  this  motion,  by  which  we  can  say  whether 
a murder  was  in  fact  committed,  or  whether  the 
charge  would  probably  be  mitigated  on  the  trial  to  a 
very  doubtful  case  of  manslaughter,  or  to  a homicide 
in  defence,  or  whether  all  participation  might  be  dis- 
proved by  showing  a clear  alibi.  Nothing  is  better 
settled,  on  English  authority,  than  that  on  habeas 
corpus,  the  examination  as  to  guilt  or  innocence 
cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  extend  beyond 
the  depositions  or  proofs  upon  which  the  prisoner 
was  committed.  This  would  be  so  even  on  habeas 
corpus  before  an  indictment  found,  however  loosely 
the  charge  might  be  expressed  in  the  warrant  of 
commitment.  Cbitty,  at  the  page  before  cited,  says, 
“it  is  in  fact  to  the  depositions  alone  that  the  court 
will  look  for  their  direction;  where  a felony  is  posi- 
tively charged,  they  will  refuse  to  bail,  though  an 
alibi  be  supported  by  the  strongest  evidence.”  He 
cites  Rex  v.  Greenwood  2 Str.  1,138,  a case  of  rob- 
bery, and  eight  credible  witnesses  making  affidavit 
that  the  prisoner  was  at  another  place  at  the  time 
when  the  robbery  was  sworn  to  have  been  commit- 
ted; yet,  adds  the  report,  the  court  refused  to  admit 
him  to  bail,  but  ordered  him  to  lemain  till  the  as- 
sizes. 

Here  the  crime  is  clearly  proved  by  the  depositions 
which  have  been  read  on  the  side  of  the  people, 
while,  instead  of  eight  witnesses  to  an  alibi,  we  have 
the  solitary  affidavit  of  the  prisoner.  In  Rex  v.  Ac- 
ton, 2 Str.  851,  the  prisoner  had  been  tried  for  the 
murder  and  acquitted;  afterward  a single  justice  of 
the  peace  issued  a warrant  charging'  him  with  the 
same  murder,  upon  which  he  was  again  committed. 
On  an  offer  to  show  the  former  acquittal  in  the  clear- 
est manner,  the  court  refused  to  hear  the  proof.  On 
the  authority  of  this  case,  Mr.  Chitty,  at  the  page 
just  cited,  lays  down  the  rule  that  the  court  will  not 
look  into  extrinsic  evidence  at  all.  He  states  a case 
wherein  the  same  question  came  up  in  respect  to 
an  inferior  crime — receiving  stolen  goods  with  a 
guilty  knowledge.  The  prisoner’s  affidavit  de- 
nied his  knowledge;  yet  the  court  refused  to  bail, 
saying  the  fact  of  know  ledge  was  triable  by  a jury 
only.  They  added,  it  would  be  of  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  allow  such  proceedings,  as  it  might 
induce  prisoners  generally  to  lay  their  cases  be- 
fore the  court.  Page  before  cited,  Petersd.  on  bail 
page  before  cited,  refers  to  Chitty,  who  cites  cases 

K.  B.  96. 

This  book,  eo  nominee,  does  not  appear  now  to 
be  extant;  and  12  mod.  the  only  reference  I am 
aware  of  which,  among  ihe  English  quotations,  is 
synonymous  with  Chilty’s,  does  not  appear  to  con- 
tain the  case  stated  by  him.  But  it  accords  with 
many  others  in  circumstance;  and  the  reason  given 
is  almost  too  plain  to  demand  any  direct  authority. 
To  hear  defensive  matter  through  ex  parte  affidavits 
as  a ground  for  bailing  the  prisoner,  would  be  to 
trench  on  the  office  of  the  jury;  for  in  the  case  of 
high  crimes,  bail  would  be  equivalent  to  an  acquit- 
tal. Accordingly,  the  rule  as  laid  down  in  Horner’s 
case,  1 Leach,  270,  4th  ed.  London  1815,  is  in  effect 
the  same  with  that  stated  by  Chitty.  The  prisoner 
had  been  committed  under  a charge  of  defrauding 
and  robbing  a man  of  his  money  by  false  pretences. 
It  was  insisted  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  deposi- 
tions for  the  king  made  out  a mere  misdemeanor; 
and  that  the  prisoner  was  therefore  entitled  to  bail. 
But  the  transaction  by  which  the  money  was  obtain- 
ed, admitted  of  one  construction  which  might  make 
it  a felonious  taking.  The  court  said,  “in  cases  of 
this  kind  the  course  has  always  been  to  leave  it  to 
the  jury  to  determine  quo  animo  the  money  was  ob- 
tained. In  such  a case  the  court  never  form  any 
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judgment  whether  the  facts  amount  to  a felony  or 
not;  but  merely  whether  enough  is  charged  tojusti- 
fy  the  detainer  of  the  prisoner,  and  put  him  upon  his 
trial.” 

The  cases  I have  noticed  were,  in  several  respects, 
stronger  for  the  prisoner  than  the  case  before  us. — 
They  were  mostly  founded  on  charges  of  a charac- 
ter much  less  serious  than  murder.  They  were  all 
before  indictment  found;  some  of  them  presented  a 
state  of  things  on  which  it  was  plainly  impossible  to 
convict;  and  last,  though  not  least,  they  were  mere 
applications  for  bail;  a thing  which  McLeod  does 
not  ask  for.  He  demands  an  absolute  discharge,  on 
grounds  upon  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, he  would  not  even  be  entitled  to  bail.  The 
law  of  England  formed  in  this  respect  the  law  of 
New  York,  unt:l  our  new  habeas  corpus  act  took 
effect. 

It  becomes  necessary  next  to  inquire  whether  the 
new  statute  has  worked  any  enlargement  of  our 
powers  beyond  what  we  have  seen  they  were  up  to 
the  time  when  it  passed.  The  2 R.  S.  469,  2d  ed. 
§40,  41,  requires  us  to  examine  the  tacts  contained  in 
the  return,  and  into  the  cause  of  the  confinement  of 
the  prisoner;  and  if  no  legal  cause  be  shown  for  it, 
or  for  its  continuation,  we  are  to  discharge  him. — 
That  here  is  legal  cause,  viz:  an  indictment  for  mur- 
der, and  an  order  of  commitment,  we  have  seen  is 
not  denied.  By  the  45th  section,  p.  470,  if  it  appear 
that  the  party  has  been  legally  committed  for  any 
criminal  offence,  we  are  required  to  let  him  to  bail,  if 
the  case  be  bailable.  But  so  far  we  have  no  direction 
as  to  what  case  shall  be  considered  bailable.  We  are 
left  under  the  restraint  which  I have  noticed  as  ex- 
isting before  the  statute.  Not  one  of  them  is  re- 
moved by  it. 

Then  comes  section  50,  p.  471,  which  is  relied  on 
by  the  prisoner’s  counsel.  I briefly  noticed  this  in 
proposing  the  question  to  be  considered.  But  the 
prisoner  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it  entire.  The 
words  are,  that  “the  party  brought  before  such  court 
or  officer,  on  the  return  of  any  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, may  deny  any  of  the  material  facts  set  forth  in 
the  return,  or  allege  any  fact  to  show  either  that  his 
imprisonment  or  detention  is  unlawful,  or  that  he  is 
entitled  to  his  discharge,  which  allegations  or  deni- 
als shall  be  on  oath;  and  thereupon  such  court  or 
officer  shall  proceed  in  a summary  way  to  hear  such 
allegations  and  proofs  as  may  be  produced  in  support 
of  such  imprisonment  or  detention,  or  against  tile 
same,  and  to  dispose  of  such  party  as  the  justice  of 
the  case  inav  require.”  Under  this  statute  the  pri- 
soner’s counsel  claim  the  right  of  going  behind  the 
indictment,  and  proving  that  he  is  not  guilty  by  affi- 
davit, as  he  may  by  oral  testimony  before  the  jury. 
We  have  already  shown  the  absurdity  of  such  a 
proposition  in  practice,  and  its  consequent  repu- 
diation by  the  English  criminal  courts.  And  we 
were  not  disposed  to  admit  its  adoption  by  our  le- 
gislature without  clear  words  or  necessary  construc- 
tion. 

We  think  its  object  entirely  plain  without  a resort 
to  the  rules  of  construction.  Its  words  are  satisfied 
by  being  limited  to  the  lawfulness  of  the  authority 
under  which  the  prisoner  is  detained,  without  being 
extended  to  the  force  of  the  evidence  upon  which 
the  authority  was  exerted,  or  which  it  may  be  in  the 
prisoner’s  power  to  adduce  at  the  trial.  This  if  ne- 
cessary, is  rendered  still  more  plain  by  considering 
the  evil  which  the  statute  was  intended  to  remedy. 
At  common  law,  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  pri- 
soner could  question  the  truth  of  the  return  or  over- 
come it  by  showing  extrinsic  matter,  upon  the  point 
of  the  authority  to  imprison.  The  statute  was  passed 
to  obviate  the  oppression  which  might  sometimes 
arise  from  the  necessity  of  holding  a return  to  be 
final  and  conclusive,  which  is  false  in  fact,  or  if 
true,  depending  for  its  validity  on  the  act  of  a ma- 
gistrate or  court  which  can  be  shown  by  proofs  ali- 
unde to  have  been destituteof  jurisdiction.  Watson’s 
case,  9 Adolph,  and  Ellis,  731,  3 R.  S.  784,  5,  2d 
ed.  app.  note. 

An  innocent  man  may  be,  and  sometimes  is  unfor- 
tunately imprisoned.  Yet  his  imprisonment  is  no 
less  lawful  than  if  he  were  guilty.  He  must  await 
his  trial  before  a jury.  There  are  various  cases  in 
which  the  enactment,  allowing  proof  extrinsic  to  the 
return,  may  have  effect  without  supposing  it  appli- 
cable here.  It  must,  I apprehend,  lor  the  most  part, 
apply  to  the  cases  where  the  original  commitment 
was  lawful;  but  in  consequence  of  the  happening  of 
some  subsequent  event,  the  party  has  become  enti- 
tled to  his  discharge,  as  if  he  be  committed  till  he 
pay  a fine,  which  he  has  paid  accordingly,  and  the 
return  states  the  commitment  only;  so  after  convic- 
tion he  may  allege  a pardon,  or  that  the  judgment 
under  which  he  was  imprisoned  has  been  reversed. 
Nor  is  it  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  we  might  be 
entitled  to  go,  where  the  prisoner  in  custody,  on  the 
mere  examination  and  warrant  of  a committing  ma- 
gistrate. 


But  it  is  said  we  have  power  to  direct  the  entry 
of  a nolle  prosequi,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  look  into 
the  merits  of  the  case  with  a view  to  decide  whether 
it  be  a proper  one  for  the  exercise  of  that  power. 
This  proposition  is  also  put  upon  a new  section  of 
the  revised  statutes,  which  most  clearly  gives  no 
color  for  the  suggestion.  At  common  law  the  at- 
torney general  alone  possessed  this  power,  and  might 
under  such  precautions  as  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
adopt,  discontinue  a criminal  prosecution  in  that 
form  at  any  time  before  verdict.  The  power  and 
practice  under  it  are  laid  down  in  1 Chit.  Cr.  law, 
478,  ed.  before  cited.  It  probably  exists  unimpaired 
in  the  attorney  general  to  this  day;  and  it  has  been 
by  several  statutes  delegated  to  district  attorneys, 
who  now  represent  the  attorney  general  in  near- 
ly every  thing  pertaining  to  indictments  and  other 
criminal  proceedings  local  to  their  respective  coun- 
ties. 

The  legislature  finding  the  power  in  so  many 
hands,  and  fearing  its  abuse,  by  the  2 R.  S.  609,  2d 
ed.  §54,  provided  that  it  should  not  thereafter  be 
lawful  lor  any  district  attorney  to  enter  a nolle  pro- 
sequi upon  any  indictment,  or  in  any  other  way  dis- 
continue or  abandon  the  same  without  leave  of  the 
court  having  jurisdiction  to  try  the  offence  charged. 
This  provision,  the  prisoner’s  counsel  contended,  so 
enlarged  ourpowers  that  we  might  arbitrarily  inter- 
fere on  the  prisoner’s  affidavit  and  other  proofs  ve- 
rifying his  innocence,  or  even  on  grounds  of  nation- 
al policy,  as  where  the  prosecution  would  be  likely 
to  effect  our  foreign  relations  unfavorably  and  that 
too  in  dispite  of  the  attorney  general  and  distiict 
attorney.  Conceded  as  it  was,  that  before  the  re- 
vised statutes  we  had  no  power  to  give  such  direc- 
tion, the  argument  seeks  to  draw  from  the  statute 
giving  us  a veto  against  the  nolle  prosequi  a positive 
power  to  compel  its  entry.  Even  if  we  had  such 
power  the  argument  would  be  quite  extraordinary. 
It  demands  that  we  should  finally  dispose  of  an  in- 
dictment for  murder,  on  the  sort  of  evidence  by 
which  we  are  guided  upon  a motion  to  set  aside  a 
default  or  change  a venue.  In  any  view,  this  ques- 
tion belongs  primarily  to  the  executive  department 
of  the  government. 

I shall  have  occasion  to  inquire  hereafter  whether 
these  views  should  not  be  regarded  as  a final  answer 
to  this  application.  That  will  depend  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  facts  stated  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner, 
supposing  them  to  be  admissible  at  all,  are  proper 
for  the  consideration  of  the  jury  only;  or  whether, 
as  counsel  have  insisted  with  great  zeal,  they  are 
such  as  to  divest  our  criminal  courts  of  all  jurisdic- 
tion either  over  the  subject  matter  or  person  of  the 
prisoner.  We  should,  as  we  thought  at  the  close  of 
the  argument,  have  felt  ourselves  entirely  satisfied 
to  dispose  of  the  case  on  the  first  question,  without 
looking  any  farther  into  the  nature  ol  the  transac- 
tion out  of  which  this  indictment  has  arisen.  But, 
as  counsel  made  the  question  of  jurisdiction  their 
main  topic,  we  perferred  to  reserve  the  case,  and 
have  looked  into  it  as  far  as  possible  during  a very 
short  vacation,  consistently  with  other  pressing  ju- 
dicial avocations. 

Want  of  jurisdiction  has  not  been  put  on  the 
ground  that  McLeod  was  a foreigner.  An  alien,  in 
whatever  manner  he  may  have  entered  our  territory, 
is,  if  he  commit  a crime  while  here,  amenable  to  our 
criminal  law.  Lord  Mansfield,  in  Cambell  v.  Hall 
Cowp.  208.  Vattel,  B.  2,  chap.  8,  §101 — 2.  Story’s, 
Confi.  ofL.  518,  2d.  ed.  Nay, says  Locke,  though 
he  were  an  East  Indian,  and  never  heard  of  our 
laws.  On  Civ.  Gov.  B.  2 ch.  2.  §9. 

But  it  is  said  his  case  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
forum  of  nations,  hy  which  counsel  mean  the  diplo- 
matic power  of  the  United  States  and  England,  or 
in  the  event  of  their  disagreement,  the  battle  field. 
I have  already  admitted  that  counsel  may,  under  the 
-50th  section  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  allege  and 
prove  a want  of  jurisdiction.  To  show  this  the  affi- 
davit of  McLeod  is  produced,  from  which  the  infer- 
ence is  sought  to  be  raised  that  the  Niagara  frontier 
was  in  a state  of  war  against  the  contiguous  province 
of  Upper  Canada;  that  the  homicide  was  committed 
by  McLeod,  if  at  all,  as  one  of  a military  invading 
expedition,  set  on  foot  by  the  Canadian  authorities 
to  destroy  the  boat  Caroline;  that  he  was  a British 
subject.  That  the  expedition  crossed  our  boundary, 
sought  the  Caroline  at  her  moorings  in  Schlosser, 
and  there  set  fire  to  her  and  burned  her,  and  killed 
Durfee,  one  of  our  citizens,  a3  it  was  lawful  to  do 
in  time  of  war. 

We  need  not  stay  to  examine  the  conclusion,  viz: 
a want  of  jurisdiction,  if  the  premises  be  untrue.  To 
warrant  the  destruction  of  property  or  the  taking  of 
life  on  the  ground  of  public  war,  it  must  be  what  is 
called  lawful  war , by  the  law  of  nations,  a thing 
which  can  never  exist  without  the  actual  concur 
rence  of  the  war  making  power.  This,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  is  congress;  on  the  part  of 
England,  the  queen.  A state  of  peace  and  the  con- 


tinuance of  treaties  must  be  presumed  by  all  courts 
of  justice  till  the  contrary  be  shown;  and  this  is  a 
pi esumplio  juris  el  de  jure,  until  the  national  power 
ol  the  country  in  which  such  courts  sit,  officially 
declares  the  contrary. 

A learned  English  writer  on  the  law  of  nations 
makes  this  remark,  (1  Ward’s  Law  of  Nations,  194): 
“Although  I am  aware  that  there  is  a great  autho- 
rity for  the  contrary  opinion  yet  it  is  upon  the  whole 
settled  that  no  private  hostilities,  however  general, 
or  however  just,  will  constitute  what  is  called  a le- 
gitimate and  public  state  of  war.  So  far  indeed  has 
my  lord  Cook  carried  this  point,  that  he  holds,  it  all 
the  subjects  of  a king  of  England  were  to  make  war 
on  another  country  in  league  with  it  but  without  the 
assent  of  the  king,  there  would  still  be  no  breach  of 
the  league  between  the  two  countries.”  1 Bl.  Com. 
267,  S.  P.  Again,  in  Blackburn  v.  Thompson  15 
East.  81,  90,  lord  Ellenborough,  ch.  j.  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  court  ol  king’s  bench,  said,  “I 
agree  with  the  master  oi  the  rolls  in  the  case  of  the 
Pelican,  [1  Edw.  Adm.  Jtep.  Append.  D.]  that  it 
belongs  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  deter- 
mine in  what  relation  of  peace  or  war  any  other 
country  stands  towards  it;  and  that  it  would  be  unsafe 
for  courts  of  justice  to  take  upon  them  without  that 
authority,  to  decide  upon  those  relations.  But 
when  the  crown  has  decided  upon  the  relation  of 
peace  or  war  in  which  another  country  stands  to 
this,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question .”  3 Camp.  66,  7, 
S.  C.  and  S.  P. 

So  far  were  the  two  governments  of  England  and 
the  United  States  from  being  in  a state  of  war  when 
the  Caroline  was  destroyed,  that  both  were  strug-  4 
gling  to  avoid  such  a turn  of  the  excitement  then 
prevailing  on  the  frontier,  as  might  furnish  the  least 
occasion  for  war.  Both  had  long  maintained  the  rela- 
tions of  national  amity;  and  have  done  so  ever  since 
under  an  actual  treaty.  So  far  from  England  fitting 
out  a war  like  expedition  against  the  United  States, 
or  any  public  body,  she  utterly  disavows  any  such 
object;  while  on  our  side  we  have  inflicted  legal 
punishment  on  the  leaders  of  the  expedition  of 
which  Durfee  made  a part,  on  the  ground  that  Eng- 
land was  then  at  peace  with  us.  Whatever  hostile 
acts  she  did  were  aimed  exclusively  at  private  of- 
fenders; and  if  there  was  a war  in  any  sense,  the 
parties  were  England  on  one  side  and  her  rebel  sub- 
jects aided  by  certain  citizens  of  our  own,  acting  in 
their  private  capacities  and  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  this  government,  on  the  other. 

In  speaking  ol  public  war,  1 mean  to  include  all 
national  wars,  whether  general  or  partial,  whether 
publicly  declared  or  carried  on  by  commissions,  such 
as  letters  of  marque,  military  orders  or  any  other 
authority  emanating  from  the  executive  power  of 
one  country  and  directed  against  the  power  of  ano- 
ther; whether  the  direction  relate  to  reprisals,  the 
sieges  of  towns,  the  capture  or  destruction  of  private 
or  public  ships,  or  the  persons  or  property  of  private 
men  belonging  to  the  adverse  nation.  I mean  to 
exclude  all  hostility  of  any  kind  not  having  for  its 
avowed  object  the  exercise  of  some  influence  or 
control  over  the  adverse  nation  as  such.  I deny 
that  public  war  in  this  sense  can  be  made  out  by  an 
affidavit  or  by  any  other  medium  of  proof  than  the 
declaration  of  war  by  one  or  both  of  the  two  nations 
who  are  parties  to  it. 

There  are  three  sorts  of  war — public,  private  and 
mixed.  Grot.  B.  1,  ch.  3,  sec.  1.  Private  war  is 
unknown  in  civil  society,  except  where  it  is  lawful- 
ly exerted  by  way  of  defence  between  private  per- 
sons. To  constitute  a public  war,  at  least  two  na- 
tions are  essential  parties,  in  their  corporate  capa- 
cities Mixed  war  can  be  carried  on  only  between 
a nation  on  one  side  and  private  individuals  on  the 
other.  There  is  no  fourth  kind.  Grot.  up.  supra. 

The  right  of  one  nation,  or  any  of  its  citizens,  to 
invade  another,  or  enter  it  and  do  any  harm  to  its 
property  or  citizens,  does  not  arise  till  public  war 
be  lawfully  announced  in  some  form.  It  does  not 
arise  where  one  nation  has  a quarrel  with  private 
persons  being  within  the  territory  of  another.  Whe- 
ther there  be  any  exception  to  this  rule,  I shall  here- 
after inquire. 

Much  was  said  in  argument  on  the  assumption 
that  the  state  of  hostilities  on  the  frontier  amounted 
to  unsolemn  war.  In  supposing  this  to  be  so,  coun- 
sel came  back  to  the  very  error  which  they  repudiat- 
ed in  more  general  terms.  A war  is  none  the  less 
public  or  national  because  it  is  unsolemn.  AH  na- 
tural wars  are  of  two  kinds,  and  twrn  only;  war  by 
public  declaration,  or  war  announced  without  such 
declaration.  The  first  is  called  solemn  or  perfect 
war,  because  it  is  general,  extending  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  both  nations.  In  its  legal  consequences 
it  sanctions  indiscriminate  hostility  on  both  sides, 
whether  by  way  of  invasion  or  defence. 

The  second  is  called  unsolemn  or  impeifect  war, 
simply  because  it  is  not  made  upon  general,  but 
special  declaration.  The  ordinary  instance  is  a 
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commission  of  reprisal,  limiting  the  action  of  the  na- 
tion plaintiff,  to  particular  objects  and  purposes 
against  the  nation  defendant.  It  supposes  a partial 
grievance,  which  can  be  redressed  by  a correspond- 
ing remedy  or  action;  and  does  not  authorise  hosti- 
lity beyond  the  scope  of  the  special  authority  con- 
ferred. Such  are  several  of  the  instances  I have 
just  now  mentioned.  But  they  are  no  less  instances 
of  public  war.  The  attack  on  Copenhagen  was  men- 
tioned on  the  argument  as  an  instance  of  unsolemn 
•war.  So  indeed  it  was.  The  British  admiral  had 
a deputation  from  the  war-making  power  of  Eng- 
land to  act  against  the  war-making  power  of  Den- 
mark; to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  fleet, 
and,  on  refusal,  to  destroy  public  or  private  proper- 
ty, or  take  life,  not  as  a punishment  of  private 
offenders,  but  to  coerce  the  nation.  Why  was  the 
attack  made?  Because  Denmark  would  not  sur- 
render her  navy  voluntarily;  and  there  was  danger 
that  France  would  take  it  either  by  force  or  under 
collusion  on  the  side  of  Denmark.  Those  who  were 
in  arms  on  the  side  of  Denmark  acted  not  in  their 
own  right,  but  as  agentsof  the  nation  to  which  they 
were  subject. 

Before  the  remotest  analogy  can  be  seen  in  this  to 
the  case  at  the  bar,  the  U.  States  must  be  brought 
in  and  made  defendants  in  their  corporate  capacity. 
It  will  be  seen,  I trust,  by  this  lime,  that  the  in- 
stance derogates  not  in  the  least  from  the  distinction 
that  runs  through  all  the  writers  on  the  international 
law,  viz:  that  whether  to  constitute  solemn  or  un- 
solomn  war,  the  authority  to  act  must  emanate  from 
the  war-making  power  on  one  side,  and  be  intend- 
ed to  influence  that  power  on  the  other.  Action 
under  such  a power  is  necessarily  a collision  be- 
tween two  nations;  and  answers  to  Grotius’s  defini- 
tion, viz:  “That  is  a public  war  which  is  made  on 
each  side  by  the  authority  of  the  civil  power.  B. 
1.  ch.  3.  §1  At  §4,  he  divides  this  sort  of  war  into 
solemn  and  unsolemn,  of  which  latter  he  gives  an 
instance  in  B.  3.  ch.  2.  §2.  N.  3.  Vid.  also  2 Ruth, 
p.  507  and  548. 

The  distinction  has  been  followed  to  this  day, 
though  the  legal  character  of  unsolemn  war  has  since 
been  changed.  “Both,”  says  Rulherforth,  “are  now 
lawful.  The  only  real  effect  of  a declaration  of  war 
is,  that  it  makes  the  war  a general  one;  while  the 
imperfect  sorts  of  war,  such  as  reprisals  or  acts  of 
hostility,  are  partial,  or  are  confined  to  particular 
persons,  or  things  or  places.  In  solemn  wars  ail  the 
members  of  one  nation  act  against  the  other  under  a 
general  commission;  whereas  in  public,  wars,  which 
are  not  solemn,  those  members  of  one  nation  who 
act  against  the  other,  act  under  particular  commis- 
sions.” Ruth.  B.  2.  ch.  9,  §18.  Vattel,  B.  3.  ch.  15. 

Both  sorts  of  war  are  lawful,  because  carried  on 
under  the  authorit}'  of  a power  having,  by  the  law 
of  nations  a right  to  institute  them.  In  any  other 
war  no  belligerent  rights  can  be  acquired.  All  cap- 
tures, all  destruction  of  property  must  be  illegal,  and 
the  taking  of  life  a crime.  Short  of  Ihis  war  cannot 
be  carried  into  an  enemy’s  country,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  there  is  no  war  to  carry  there,  and  no 
enemy  against  whom  it  can  be  exerted.  The  nation 
denouncing  war  must  be  explicit.  “This  makes  it,” 
says  Vattel,  ‘■‘formal,  and  so  lawful.  But  nothing  of 
this  kind,”  says  he,  “is  the  case  in  an  informal,  il- 
legitimate war,  which  is  more  properly  called  de- 
predation. A nation  attacked  by  enemies,  without 
the  sanction  of  a public  war,  is  not  under  any  obli- 
gation to  observe  towards  them  the  rules  of  formal 
warfare.  She  may  treat  them  as  robbers.”  Vattel, 
B.  3,  ch.  4,  §68.  “Such  unauthorised  volunteers  in 
violence,”  says  Blackstone,  “are  not  ranked  among 
open  enemies;  but  are  treated  like  pirates  and  rob- 
bers.” 

It  was  accordingly  conceded,  in  argument,  that 
the  Canadian  provincial  authorities  had  no  inherent 
power  to  institute  a public  war.  Vide.  2 Ruth.  496- 
7-8.  We  were,  however,  referred  to  Burlam.  Pt. 
4.  ch.  3,  sec.  18-19,  to  show  that  those  authorities 
might  do  so  on  the  presumption  that  their  sovereign 
would  approve  the  step;  and  that  such  approbation 
would  reflect  back,  and  render  the  war  lawful  from 
the  beginning.  On  the  assumption  that  this  indirect 
mode  of  instituting  war  had  actually  been  resorted 
to,  counsel  again  bring  themselves  back  to  the  fun- 
damental error  which  led  to  this  application.  No 
one  would  deny  that  if  the  affair  in  question  can  be 
tortured  into  war  between  this  nation  and  England, 
the  United  States  might  take  possession  of  McLeod 
as  a prisoner  of  war.  In  such  case,  there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  this  motion.  But  admitting 
the  rules  of  Burlamaqui,  and  thatcounsel  might,  by 
the  aid  of  England,  get  up  an  ex  post  facto  war  for 
the  benefit  of  McLeod,  this  cannot  be  done  by  an 
equivoque;  and  especially  not  in  contradiction  to  the 
language  of  England  herself. 

Neither  the  provincial  authorities  nor  the  sove- 
reign power  of  eithercountry  have,  to  this  day,  cha- 
racterised the  transaction  as  a public  war,  actual  or 


constructive.  They  never  thought  of  its  being  one 
or  the  other.  Both  have  spoken  of  it  as  a transac- 
tion public  on  one  side,  to  be  sure,  but  both  claimed 
to  hold  fast  the  relations  of  pence.  Counsel  seem 
to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  a nation  can  do  no 
public  forcible  wrong  without  its  being  at  war,  even 
though  it  deny  all  action  as  a belligerent.  At  this 
rate  every  illegal  order  to  search  a ship,  or  to  enter 
on  disputed  territory,  for  the  recapture  of  national 
property  even  from  an  individual,  if  either  be  done  vi 
et  armis  and  work  wrong  to  another  nation  or  any  of 
its  subjects,  would  be  public  war,  necessarily  so, 
though  the  actor  should  deny  all  purpose  of  war. — 
Were  such  a rule  once  admitted,  England  and  the 
United  States  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  been  at 
peace  since  the  revolution  which  made  them  two 
nations.  My  endeavor  has  been  to  show  that  on  the 
question  of  war  or  peace  there  is  a quo  animo  of  na- 
tions, by  which  we  are  bound. 

To  prevent  all  misunderstanding  in  the  progress 
of  the  argument,  it  is  proper  to  observe  farther,  that 
an  act  of  jurisdiction  exerted  by  inferior  magistrates 
civil  or  military,  for  the  arrest  or  punishment  of  in- 
dividuals, is  not  public  war  of  either  kind.  So  long 
as  the  act  is  kept  within  legal  compass,  though  its 
exertion  be  violent,  where  for  instance,  the  object  is 
to  suppress  a riot,  quell  an  insurrection,  or  repel  the 
hostile  incursions  of  individuals,  it  is,  though  sus- 
tained by  a soldiery  in  arms,  only  one  mode  of  en- 
forcing the  criminal  law.  It  is  like  calling  out  the 
militia  as  a posse  comitatus  to  aid  a sheriff  who  is  re- 
sisted in  the  execution  of  process.  Force  becomes 
lawful  where  the  laws  are  set  at  defiance.  We  see 
this  in  the  frequent  resort  to  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army  by  the  English,  in  cases  of  dangerous  riots. 
Vid.  Ruth.  B.  2,  ch.  9,  sect.  9.  Such  a state  of 
things,  therefore,  confers  no  right  to  act  offensively 
against  individuals  who  reside  or  sojourn  in  the 
neighboring  territory.  Should  they  be  pursued  and 
arrested,  or  killed,  the  act  would  be  a naked  usurpa- 
tion of  authority,  like  the  sheriff  of  one  county  go- 
ing into  another  to  execute  process.  “If”says  Ruth- 
erforth,  B.  2,  ch.  9,  sect.  9,  “the  magistrate  in  any 
instance,  use  even  the  force  with  which  he  is  en- 
trusted in  any  other  manner,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  is  warranted  in  his  appointment,  this,  as 
it  is  his  own  act,  and  not  the  act  of  the  public,  can- 
not be  called  public  war.” 

Sensible  that  all  pretence  of  belligerent  right  was 
wanting,  it  is  therefore,  in  the  first  view,  a lawful 
act  of  magistracy  that  the  case  was  sought  to  be  put 
by  Mr.  Fox,  both  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Forsyth  and 
Mr.  Webster.  I take  the  words  of  his  last  letter, 
written  after  the  question  had  been  deliberately 
considered  by  his  government — “The  grounds  upon 
which  the  British  government  make  this  demand” 
(the  surrender  of  McLeod),  “are  these:  that  the 
transaction  on  account  of  which  McLeod  has  been 
arrested,  and  is  to  be  put  upon  his  trial,  was  a trans- 
action of  a public  character,  planned  and  executed 
by  persons  duly  empowered  by  her  majesty’s  colo- 
nial authority  to  take  any  steps  and  do  any  acts 
which  might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  her 
majesty’s  territories  and  for  the  protection  of  her 
majesty’s  subjects;  and  that  consequently,those  sub- 
jects of  her  majesty  who  engaged  in  that  transac- 
tion were  performing  an  act  of  public  duty,  for  which 
they  cannot  be  made  personally  and  individually  an- 
swerable to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of  any  foreign 
country.”  In  the  same  letter  he  restates  the  opinion 
of  his  government  that  “it  was  a justifiableemploy- 
rnent  of  force  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  Bri- 
tish territory  from  the  unprovoked  attack  of  a band 
of  British  rebels  and  American  pirates.” 

If  this  view  of  the  transaction  can  be  sustained, 
it  was  lawful  ab  initio.  It  required  no  royal  re- 
cognition to  render  it  national.  It  came  within  the 
power  which  the  Canadian  authorities  held  from 
England  to  act  in  her  place  and  stead.  So  long  as 
they  confined  themselves  within  the  territorial  line 
of  Canada,  they  were  doing  no  more  than  the  na- 
ture of  their  connection  with  England  required; 
sustaining  that  absolute  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
to  which  she  is  entitled  with  every  other  nation. — 
Whether  they  had  power,  without  pretence  of  being 
engaged  in  a war  with  the  United  States,  or  could 
derive  power  from  England,  to  fit  out  an  expedi- 
tion, cross  the  line  and  seize  or  destroy  the  proper- 
ty and  persons  of  our  citizens  in  this  country,  and 
whether  any  one  acting  under  such  an  assumption 
of  power  can  be  protected,  is  quite  a different  ques- 
tion. 

One  decisive  test  would  be  furnished  by  admitting 
that  Durfee  had  committed  a crime  against  Eng- 
land, for  which  he  was  liable  to  arrest  and  trial  in 
Canada.  None  would  pretend  that  any  warrant 
from  the  English  nation  could  be  used  to  protect 
one  ot  her  officers  from  an  action  of  false  imprison- 
ment, if  he  had  merely  arrested  the  offender  on  this 
side  the  line.  No  one  would  pretend  that  a milita- 
ry order  and  the  addition  of  the  queen’s  soldiers  and 


sailors  would,  in  such  case,  strengthen  a plea  of 
justification;  nor  would  the  subsequent  approval  of 
the  nation.  This  would  have  no  greater  effect  than 
the  original  authority;  accordingly  it  was  not  pre- 
tended on  the  argument  that  England  had  any  right 
whatever  to  send  and  arrest  Durfee  as  a fugitive 
from  justice.  The  pretence  that  she  had  any  such 
right  would  have  been  too  absurd  to  bear  the  name 
of  argument.  Nor  is  it  pretended  that  her  magis- 
trates, civil  or  military,  had  any  power  within  our 
territory  to  seize  and  bind  him  over  to  keep  thepeace 
toward  England  or  her  subjects.  “We  cannot,” 
says  Vattel,  B.  2,  ch.  7,  §93,  “enter  the  territory  of 
a nation  in  pursuit  of  a criminal,  and  take  him  from 
thence.  This  is  what  is  called  a violation  of  terri- 
tory; and  there  is  nothing  more  generally  acknow- 
ledged as  an  injury  that  ought  to  be  repelled  by 
every  state  that  would  not  suffer  itself  to  be  op- 
pressed.” The  rule  is  too  familiar,  even  as  between 
the  states  of  this  confederacy,  to  require  that  it 
should  be  insisted  on  at  large. 

But  the  civil  war  which  England  was  prosecuting 
against  various  individuals,  was  insisted  on  as  a 
ground  of  protection;  but  I am  free  to  admit  that 
the  strongest  possible  color  for  the  extraordinary 
right  claimed,  is  to  be  derived  from  taking  the  U. 
States  to  stand  in  the  attitude  of  a neutral  nation 
with  respect  to  two  parties  engaged  in  actual  war; 
England  on  one  side,  and  Van  Reasselaer,  Durfee 
and  their  associated  assailants  on  the  other.  This 
is  what  Grotius  calls  mixed  war,  being  as  he  says, 
“that  which  is  made  on  one  side  by  public  authori- 
ty, and  on  the  other  by  mere  private  persons.”  B. 
1,  ch.  3,  §1.  Rutherforth  retains  the  same  distinc- 
tion under  the  same  name,  in  characterising  a con- 
test between  a nation  as  such  and  its  external  ene- 
mies coming  in  the  form  of  pirates  or  robbers;  asso- 
ciates, he  says,  who  act  together  occasionally  and 
are  not  united  into  civil  society.  Ruth.  B.  2,  ch. 
9,  §9. 

The  several  invasions  of  England  by  Perkin 
Warbeck  and  lord  Herise,  mentioned  in  1 Hal.  P. 
C.  164,  the  former  of  which  is  also  noticed  in  Cal- 
vin’s case,  7 Co.  Rep.  11-12,  are  instances  of  such 
a war;  the  books  saying  that  in  England,  such  of- 
fenders must  be  tried  by  martial  law,  for  a reason 
which  I shall  hereafter  consider.  Let  Durfee,  then, 
be  regarded  as  England’s  enemy,  who  has,  with 
Wells  the  boat  owner,  and  his  boat,  taken  shelter 
in  the  neutral  territory  of  the  United  States.  Had 
England  any  right  to  follow  him  there?  None,  say 
the  books,  not  even  in  the  heat  of  contest,  had  he 
been  an  enemy  pursued  and  flying  forshelter  across 
the  line.  1 Kent’s  Com.  119-20.  Independently 
of  fresh  pursuit,  no  writer  on  the  laws  of  nations 
ever  ventured  the  assertion  that  one  of  two  belli- 
gerents can  lawfully  do  any  hostile  act  against 
another  upon  neutral  ground. 

If  it  be  not  a plain  deduction  from  common  sense, 
yet,  on  principles  in  which  publicists  agree,  all 
rightful  power  to  harm  the  person  or  property  of 
any  one  dropped  from  the  hands  of  McLeod  and  his 
associates  the  moment  they  entered  a country  with 
which  their  sovereign  was  at  peace.  No  exception 
can  be  made  consistently  with  national  safety. — 
Make  it  in  favor  of  the  subordinate  civil  aulhorities 
of  a neighboring  state,  and  your  territory  is  open  to 
its  constables;  in  favor  of  their  military,  and  you  let 
in  its  soldiery,  in  favor  of  its  sovereign,  and  you  are  a 
slave.  Allow  him  to  talk  of  the  acts  and  machina- 
tions of  our  citizens  and  send  over  his  soldiers  on 
the  principle  of  protection,  to  burn  the  property  or 
take  the  lives  of  the  supposed  offenders,  and  you 
give  up  to  the  midnight  assault  of  exasperated 
strangers  the  dwelling  and  life  of  every  inhabitant 
on  the  frontier  whom  they  may  suspect  of  a dispo- 
sition to  aid  their  enemies.  Never  since  the  treaty 
of  1783,  had  England,  in  time  of  peace  with  us,  any 
more  right  to  attack  an  enemy  at  Schlosser,  than 
would  the  French  have  at  London  in  time  of  peace 
with  England. 

“The  full  domain,”  says  Vattel,  “is  necessarily 
a peculiar  and  executive  right.  The  general  do- 
main of  a nation  is  full  ami  absolute;  since  there 
exists  no  authority  upon  earth  by  which  it  can  be 
limited;  it  therefore  excludes  all  right  on  the  part 
of  foreigners.”  B.  2,  ch.  7,  § 79.  The  same  wri- 
ter defines  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  within  that  do- 
main. “The  sovereignly  united  to  the  domain,  es- 
tablishes the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation  in  her  terri- 
tories. It  is  herprovince  to  exercise  justice  in  all  the 
places  under  her  jurisdiction;  to  take  cognizance  ot 
the  crimes  committed,  and  the  differences  that  arise 
in  the  country — id.  §84.  “It  is  unlawful,”  says 
the  same  writer,  “to  attack  an  enemy  in  a neutral 
country,  or  to  commit  in  it  any  other  act  of  hostili- 
ty.” “A  mere  claim  of  territory,”  says  sir  Wffi. 
Scott,  a British  judge  of  admiralty,  “is  undoubtedly 
very  high,  when  the  fact  is  established,  it  overrules 
every  other  consideration.”  In  the  Vrow,  Anna 
Catharina,  5 Rob.  Adm.  Rep.  20-1.  And  here- 
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fused  to  recognise  a right  of  capturing  an  enemy’s 
chip  wrtkiB  a marine  league  of  our  coast.  The 
Anna  La  Porte,  id.  332.  “We  only  exercise  the 
rights  of  war  in  our  own  territory,”  says  Bynker- 
shock,  or  -“ia  the  enemy’s,  or  in  a territory  which 
belongs  to  no  one.” — Quest.  Jur.  Pub.  B.  1,  ch.  8. 

“There  is  no  exception,”  says  chancellor  Kent, 
“to  the  rule  that  every  voluntary  entrance  into  neu- 
tral territory  with  hostile  purposes,  is  absolutely 
unlawful,”— 1 Kent’s  Coin.  118,  4th  ed.  “The  ju- 
risdiction of  courts,”  says  Marshall,  ch.  J.“isa 
branch  of  that  which  is  possessed  by  the  nation  as 
an  independent  sovereign  power.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  nation  within  its  own  territory  is  necessarily 
exclusive  and  absolute.  It  is  susceptible  of  no  li- 
mitation not  imposed  by  itself;  any  restriction  de- 
rived from  an  external  source  would  imply  a dimi- 
nution of  its  sovereignty  to  the  extent  of  the  re- 
striction, and  an  investment  of  that  sovereignty  to 
the  same  extent  in  that  power  which  could  impose 
such  restriction.”  That  these  are  not  rules  of  yes- 
terday, but  have  formed  a part  of  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nations  for  nearly  two  thousand  years,  may 
be  seen  in  Grolius,  B.  3,  ch.  4,  sec.  8,  N.  2.  He 
says  we  may  not  kill  or  hurt  an  enemy  at  peace 
with  us.  “And  this  proceeds  not  from  any  privi- 
lege attached  to  their  persons;  but  from  the  right  of 
that  prince  in  whose  domains  they  are.  For  all 
civil  societies  may  ordain  that  no  violence  be  offer- 
ed to  any  one  in  their  territories  but  by  a proceed- 
ing in  a judicial  way,  as  we  have  provided  out  of 
Euripides. 

‘If  you  can  charge  these  guests  with  an  offence, 
do  it,  by  law,  forbear  all  violence.’  But  in  courts 
of  justice  the  merit  of  the  person  is  considered,  and 
this  promiscuous  purpose  of  hurting  each  other 
ceases.  Livy  relates  that  seven  Carthaginian  gal- 
lies  rode  in  a port  belonging  to  Syphax,  who,  at 
that  time,  was  at  peace  both  with  the  Carthaginians 
and  Romans;  and  that  Scipio  came  that  way  with 
two  gallies.  These  might  have  been  seized  by  the 
Carthaginians  before  they  had  entered  the  port,  but 
being  forced  by  a strong  wind  into  the  harbor,  be- 
fore the  Carthaginians  "could  weigh  anchor,  they 
durst  not  assault  them  in  the  king’s  haven.”  Se- 
veral more  modern  instances  of  a like  character  are 
stated  by  Molloy  de  Jur.  Mar.  B.  1,  ch.  1,  sec.  16. 
It  is  said  to  be  a rule  of  the  modern  law  of  nations, 
that  not  only  must  the  parties  refrain  from  hostilities 
while  in  a neutral  port;  but  should  one  set  sail,  the 
other  must  not,  till  24  hours  after.  Marteus’  L.  of 
nations,  B.  8,  ch.  6,  sec.  6,  note.  And  a doctrine 
about  as  strong  was  laid  down  by  sir  Wm.  Scott,  in 
the  case  of  the  two  Gebroeders,  3 Rob.  Adm.  Rep. 
162. 

To  apply  these  authorities:  The  affidavit  of  Mc- 
Leod suggests  that  Durfee  had,  on  the  day  before 
he  was  killed,  aided  in  transporting  military  stores 
to  Navy  Island,  and  surmises  that  he  intended  to 
continue  the  practice.  I put  it  again  that  the  war, 
if  any,  was  by  England  against  him  and  his  asso- 
ciates— not  against  the  United  States.  But  what 
right,  I again  ask,  had  she  lo  pursue  him  into  a ter- 
ritory at  peace?  That  she  had  done  I have  shown 
from  her  own  judge  sitting  in  the  forum  of  nations, 
from  one  of  our  judges  sitting  in  the  like  forum, 
from  authoritative  publicists,  and  from  all  antiquity. 
I have  shown  that  even  punic  faith  felt  ilself  bound 
to  let  an  enemy  go  free  whom  it  accidentally  met 
on  neutral  ground.  Within  the  territory  of  a na- 
tion at  peace,  all  belligerent  power,  all  belligerent 
right,  is  paralyzed.  They  have  passed  from  the 
dominion  of  arms  to  that  of  law.  “No  violence  can 
be  offered,”  says  Grotius;  “but  you  must  proceed 
in  a judicial  way.” 

The  only  offence  against  our  law  which  Durfee 
had  committed,  was  in  setting  on  foot  a hostile  ex- 
pedition against  England  with  whom  we  were  at 
peace.  So  far  I admit  he  was  guilly  according  to 
the  suggestion  in  McLeod’s  affidavit.  He  had  made 
himself  a principal  in  the  aggression  of  McKenzie 
and  others,  for  there  are  no  accessaries  in  misde- 
meanor. The  courts  were  open — why  did  not  Eng- 
land prefer  her  complaint?  Was  it  competent  for 
her  to  allege  that  our  justice  was  too  mild  or  too 
tardy,  and  therefore  substitute  the  firebrand  and  the 
musket?  To  admit  such  a right  of  interference  on 
any  ground  or  in  any  way,  says  Marshall,  would  be 
a proportional  diminution  of  our  own  sovereignty, 
of  which  judicial  power  makes  a part.  “The  law 
of  nations,”  says  Rutherforth,  “is  not  the  only  mea- 
sure of  what  is  right  or  wrong  in  the  intercourse  of 
nations  with  each  other.  Every  nation  has  a right 
to  determine  by  positive  law,  upon  what  occasions, 
for  what  purposes,  and  in  what  numbers,  foreigners 
shall  be  allowed  to  come  within  its  territories.” — 
Ruth.  B.  2,  ch.  9,  sec.  6 — Vattel,  B.  2,  ch.  7,  sec. 
94. 

It  follows  from  the  authorities  cited,  that  a right 
to  carry  on  mixed  war  never  extends  into  the  terri- 
tory of  a nation  at  peace.  It  can  be  exercised  on 


the  high  seas  only,  or  in  a territory  which  is  vacant 
and  belonging  to  nobody.  It  is  in  modern  law  con- 
fined mainly  to  the  case  of  pirates.  But  even  these 
cannot  be  arrested  in  the  territory  of  a foreign  na- 
tion at  peace  with  the  sovereign  of  the  arresting 
ship.  Molleyde  Jur.  Mar.  B 1,  ch.  1,1  6. 

Admitting  then  that  England  might  protect  a man 
against  our  jurisdiction  by  saying  he  did  a public 
act  under  her  authority,  does  it  not  behoove  her  at 
least  to  show  that  she  was  acting  within  the  limits 
of  her  own  jurisdiction,  especially  where  she  has 
prescribed  them  to  herself?  Shall  her  declaration 
serve  to  deprive  us  of  power  where  she  is  exceed- 
ing her  own?  And  this  brings  one  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  transaction  in  question  be  such  as  any  na- 
tional right  so  far  examined  can  sanction.  She  puts 
herself,  as  we  have  seen,  on  the  law  of  defence  and 
necessity;  and  nothing  is  better  defined  nor  more 
familiar  in  any  system  of  jurisprudence,  than  the 
juncture  of  circumstances  which  can  alone  tolerate 
the  action  of  that  law. 

A force  which  the  defender  has  a right  to  resist 
must  itself  be  within  striking  distance.  It  must  be 
menacing,  and  apparently  able  to  inflict  physical 
injury  unless  prevented  by  the  resistance  which  he 
opposes.  The  rights  of  self-defence  and  the  de- 
fence of  others  standing  in  certain  relations  to  the 
defender,  depend  on  the  same  ground,  at  least  they 
are  limited  by  the  same  principle.  It  will  be  suf- 
ficient, therefore,  to  inquire  of  the  right  so  far  as  it 
is  strictly  personal.  All  writers  concur  in  the 
language  of  Blackstone,  (3  Com.  4.)  that,  to  war- 
rant its  exertion  at  all,  the  defender  must  be  forci- 
bly assaulted.  He  may  then  repel  force  by  force, 
because  he  cannot  say  to  what  length  of  rapine  or 
cruelty  the  outrage  may  be  carried,  unless  it  were 
admissible  to  oppose  one  violence  with  another. 

“But,”  he  adds,  “care  must  be  taken  that  the  re- 
sistance does  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  mere  defence 
and  prevention,  for  the  defender  would  then  himself 
become  the  aggressor .”  The  condition  upon  which 
the  right  is  thus  placed,  and  the  limit  to  which  its 
exercise  is  confined  by  this  eminent  writer,  is 
enough  of  itself,  when  compared  with  McLeod’s 
affidavit,  to  destroy  all  color  for  saying  the  case  is 
within  that  condition.  The  Caroline  was  not  in 
the  act  of  making  an  assault  on  the  Canada  shore; 
she  was  not  in  a condition  to  make  one;  she  had  re- 
turned from  her  visit  to  Navy  Island,  and  was 
moored  in  our  own  waters  for  the  night.  Instead 
of  meeting  her  at  the  line  and  repelling  force  by 
force,  the  prisoner  and  his  associates  came  out  un- 
der orders  to  seek  her  wherever  Ihey  could  find  her, 
and  were  in  fact  obliged  to  sail  half  the  width  of 
the  Niagara  river,  after  they  had  entered  our  terri- 
tory, in  order  to  reach  the  boat.  They  were  the 
assailants;  and  their  attack  might  have  been  legally 
repelled  by  Durfee  even  to  the  destruction  of  their 
lives. 

The  case  made  by  the  affidavit  is  in  principal  this: 
a man  believes  that  his  neighbor  is  preparing  to  do 
him  personal  injury.  He  goes  half  a mile  to  his 
house,  breaks  the  door  and  kills  him  in  his  bed  at 
midnight.  On  being  arraigned,  he  cites  the  law  of 
nature;  and  tells  us  that  he  was  attacked  by  his 
neighbor,  and  slew  him  upon  the  principle  of  mere 
defence  and  prevention;  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
plea, /or  an  assault  demesne — “he  made  an  assault 
upon  me,  and  would  then  and  there  have  beat  me, 
had  I not  immediately  defended  myself  against  him; 
wherefore  I did  then  and  there  defend  myself  as  I 
lawfully  might  for  the  cause  aforesaid;  and  in  doing 
so  did  necessarily  and  unavoidably  beat  him,  doing 
him  on  such  occasion  no  unnecessary  damage.  And 
if  any  damage  happened,  it  was  occasioned  by  his 
assault  and  my  necessary  defence.” 

“To  excuse  homicide  in  self  defence,”  says  ano- 
ther English  writer,  “the  act  must  not  be  premeditat- 
ed. He  must  first  retreat  as  far  as  he  safely  can,  to 
avoid  the  violence  threatened  by  the  party  whom  he 
is  obliged  to  kill.  The  retreat  must  be  with  an  ho- 
nest intention  to  escape;  and  he  must  flee  as  far  as 
he  conveniently  can  by  reason  of  some  impediment, 
or  as  far  as  the  fierceness  of  his  assault  will  permit 
him  and  then  in  his  defence,  he  may  kill  his  adver- 
sary.” 1 Russ,  on  cr.  544. 

Such  is  the  law  ol  mixed  war,  on  neutral  ground. 
The  books  cited  are  treating  of  no  narrow  technical 
rule  peculiar  to  the  common  law;  but  the  law  of 
nature  and  of  nations,  the  same  everywhere,  of  such 
paramount  price  as  no  municipal  or  international 
law  could  ever  overcome,  and  intelligible  to  every 
living  soul.  It  is  easily  applied  both  as  between 
individuals  in  civil  society  and  nations  at  peace. 
Passing  the  boundaries  of  strict  not  fancied  necessi- 
ty, the  remedy  lies  in  suit  by  the  state  or  citizen 
whose  rights  have  been  violated,  or  by  demanding 
the  person  of  the  mischievous  fugitive  who  has 
broken  the  criminal  law  of  a foreign  sovereign. 

Accordingly,  Puffendorf,  after  considering  the 
rights  of  private  war  ip.  a state  of  nature,  adds: — 


“But  we  must  by  no  means  allow  an  equal  liberty 
to  the  members  of  civil  states.  For  here,  if  the  ad- 
versary be  a foreigner,  we  may  resist  and  repel  him 
any  way  at  the  instant  when  he  comes  violently 
upon  us.  But  we  cannot  without  the  sovereign’s 
command,  either  assault  him  only  while  his  mis- 
chief is  only  in  machination,  or  revenge  ourselves 
upon  him  alter  he  has  performed  the  injury  against 
us.”  Puf.  B.  2.  ch.  5,  §7.  The  sovereign’s  com- 
mand must,  as  we  have  seen,  in  order  to  warrant 
such  conduct  in  his  subject,  be  a denunciation  of 
war. 

England  then  could  legally  impart  no  protection 
to  her  subjects  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  either  as  a party  to  any  war,  to  any  act 
of  public  jurisdiction  exercised  by  way  of  defence, 
or  sending  her  servants  into  a territory  at  peace. 
That  her  act  was  one  of  mere  arbitrary  usurpation 
was  not  denied  on  the  argument,  nor  has  this,  that 
I am  aware,  been  denied  by  any  one  except  Eng- 
land herself.  I should  not,  therefore,  have  examin- 
ed the  nature  of  the  transaction  to  any  considerable 
extent,  had  it  not  been  necessary  to  see  whether  it 
was  of  a character  belonging  to  the  law  of  war  or 
peace.  I am  entirely  satisfied  it  belongs  to  the 
latter:  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  case  except  a 
body  of  men,  without  color  of  authority,  bearing 
muskets  and  doing  the  deed  of  arson  and  death; 
that  it  is  impossible  even  for  diplomatic  ingenuity  to 
make  it  a case  of  legitimate  war,  or  that  it  can  plau- 
sibly claim  to  come  within  any  law  of  war,  public, 
private  or  mixed.  Even  the  British  minister  is  too 
just  to  call  it  war;  the  British  government  do  not 
pretend  it  was  war. 

The  result  is  that  the  fitting  out  of  the  expedition 
was  an  unwarrantable  act  of  jurisdiction  exercised 
by  the  provincial  government  of  Canada  over  our 
citizens.  The  movements  of  the  boat  had  been 
watched  by  the  Canadian  authorities  from  the  op- 
posite shore.  She  had  been  seen  to  visit  Navy  Is- 
land the  day  before.  Those  authorities  being  con- 
vinced of  her  delinquency,  sentenced  her  to  be 
burned;  an  act  which  all  concerned  knew  would 
seriously  endanger  the  lives  of  our  citizens.  The 
sentence  was,  therefore,  equivalent  to  a judgment 
of  death;  and  a body  of  soldiers  were  sent  to  do  the 
office  of  executioners. 

Looking  at  the  case  independently  of  British  pow- 
er; no  one  could  hesitate  in  assigning  the  proper 
character  to  such  a transaction.  The  parties  con- 
cerned having  acted  entirely  beyond  their  territori- 
al or  magisterial  power,  are  treated  by  the  law  as 
individuals  proceeding  on  their  own  responsibility. 
If  they  have  burned,  it  is  arson;  if  a man  has  been 
killed,  it  is  murder. 

This  brings  us  to  the  great  question  in  the  cause. 
We  have  seen  that  a capital  offence  was  committed 
within  our  territory  in  time  of  peace;  and  the  re- 
maining inquiry  is  whether  England  has  placed  the 
offenders  above  the  law  and  beyond  our  jurisdic- 
tion, by  ratifying  and  approving  such  a crime.  It 
is  due  to  her,  in  the  first  place  to  deny  that  it  has 
been  so  ratified  and  approved.  She  has  approved 
a public  act  of  legitimate  defence  only.  She  cannot 
change  the  nature  of  things.  She  cannot  turn  that 
into  iawful  war  which  was  murderin  time  of  peace. 
She  may,  in  that  way,  justify  the  offender  as  be- 
tween him  and  his  own  government.  She  cannot 
bind  foreign  courts  of  justice  by  insisting  that  what 
in  the  eye  of  the  whole  world  was  a deliberate  and 
prepared  attack  must  be  protected  by  the  law  of 
self  defence. 

In  the  second  place  I deny  that  she  can,  in  time 
of  peace,  send  her  men  into  our  territory,  and  ren- 
der them  imperious  to  our  laws  by  embodying  them 
and  putting  arms  in  their  hands.  She  may  declare 
war:  if  she  claim  the  benefit  of  peace,  as  both  na- 
tions have  done  in  this  instance,  the  moment  any  of 
her  citizens  enter  our  territory,  they  are  as  com- 
pletely obnoxious  to  punishment  by  our  law,  as  if 
they  had  been  born  and  always  resided  in  this 
country. 

I will  not,  therefore,  dispute  the  construction 
which  counsel  put  upon  the  language  or  the  acts  of 
England.  To  test  the  law  of  the  transaction,  I will 
concede  that  she  had  by  act  of  parliament  conferred 
all  the  power  which  can  be  contended  for  in  behalf 
of  the  Canadian  authorities,  as  far  as  she  could  do 
so.  That,  reciting  Ihe  danger  from  piratical  steam- 
boats, she  had  authorised  any  colonel  of  her  army 
or  militia,  or.  suspecting  that  a boat  lying  in  our 
waters  intended  illegally  to  assault  the  Canada 
shore,  to  send  a file  of  soldiers  in  the  day  or  night 
time,  burn  the  boat  and  destroy  the  lives  of  the 
crew.  That  such  a statute  should  be  executed; 
but  that  one  of  the  soldiers,  failing  to  make  bis 
escape,  should  be  arrested,  and  plead  the  act  of  par- 
liament. 

Such  an  act  would  operate  well,  I admit,  at  Chip- 
pewa, and  until  the  men  had  reached  the  thread  of 
Niagara  river.  It  would  be  an  impenetrable  shield 
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till  they  should  cross  the  line  of  that  country  where 
parliament  have  jurisdiction.  Beyond  I need  not 
say  it  must  be  considered  as  waste  paper.  Even  a 
subsequent  statute  ratifying  and  approving  the  ori- 
ginal authority  could  add  nothing  to  the  protection 
proffered  by  the  first.  It  would  be  but  the  junc- 
tion of  two  nullities.  So  says  Mr.  Locke  [on  gov. 
B.  2.  ch.  19,  sect.  239]  of  a king  even  in  bis  own 
dominions:  “In  whatsoever  he  has  no  authority,  there 
he  is  no  king,  and  may  be  resisted;  for  wheresoever 
the  authority  ceases,  the  king  ceases  too,  and  becomes 
like  other  men  who  have  no  authority.”  I shall 
not  cite  books  to  show  that  the  queen  of  England 
has  no  authority  in  this  state  in  time  of  peace. 

I will  suppose  a stronger  case;  that  England  be- 
ing at  war  with  France,  should,  by  statute  or  by 
order  of  the  queen,  authorise  her  soldiery  to  enter 
our  territory  and  make  war  upon  such  French  re- 
sidents as  might  be  plotting  any  mischief  against 
her.  Could  one  of  her  soldiers  indicted  for  murder 
of  a French  citizen  plead  such  a statute  or  order  in 
bar?  If  he  could  not  as  against  a stranger  and  so- 
journer in  our  land,  I need  not  inquire  whether  the 
same  measure  of  protection  be  due  to  Durfee  our 
fellow  citizen. 

“The  laws  of  no  nation,”  says  Mr.  Justice  Story, 
“can  justly  extend  beyond  its  own  territories  ex- 
cept so  far  as  regards  its  own  citizens.  They  can 
have  no  force  to  control  the  sovereignty  or  rights 
of  any  other  nation  within  its  own  jurisdiction.  It 
would  be  monstrous  to  suppose  that  our  revenue  of- 
ficers were  authorised  to  enter  into  foreign  ports 
and  territories  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  vessels 
which  had  offended  against  our  laws.”  The  Apol- 
lon, 9 Wheat.  Rep.  362,  371.  He  has  examined 
the  question  at  large  in  his  book  on  the  conflict  of 
laws,  ch.  2,  §17  to  22,  p.  19  of  2d  ed.  The  result 
is  that  no  nation  is  bound  to  respect  the  laws  or 
executive  acts  of  any  foieign  government  intended 
to  control  or  protect  its  citizens  while  temporarily  or 
permanently  out  of  his  own  country,  until  it  first 
declare  war.  Its  citizens  are  then  subject  to  the 
laws  of  war.  Till  that  comes  they  are  absolutely 
bound  by  the  laws  of  peace. 

While  this  prevails,  a foreign  executive  declara- 
tion saying — “My  subject  has  offended  against  your 
criminal  laws.  I avow  his  act.  Punish  me;  but 
impute  nothing  to  him,”  is  a nullity.  As  well 
might  a nation  send  a company  of  soldiers  to  con- 
tract debts  here,  and  forbid  them  to  be  sued,  saying, 
“the  debt  was  on  my  account,  discharge  my  men, 
and  charge  it  over  against  me.”  Indeed  it  was 
urged  on  the  argument  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fox 
had  taken  away  the  remedy  of  Wells  the  boat 
owner,  by  an  action  of  trespass  against  McLeod 
for  burning  the  boat.  This  action  having,  it  seems, 
been  settled,  counsel  resorted  to  it  as  an  illustrative 
case.  Another  action  brought  against  him  for 
shooting  a horse  on  the  same  occasion,  it  was  said, 
is  also  defeated  by  the  same  principle. 

Counsel  spoke  as  if  Schlosser  had  undergone  a 
sack,  and  its  booty  had  become  matter  of  belligerent 
light  in  the  soldiery.  Surely,  the  imaginations  of 
counsel  must  have  been  heated.  It  seems  necessary 
to  remind  them  again  and  again,  even  in  affirmance 
of  their  own  admission,  that  we  are  sitting  to  admi- 
nister the  laws  of  a country  which  was  at  peace  with 
England  when  she  sent  in  her  soldiery'.  If  they 
mean  that  the  approval  and  demand  in  Mr.  Fox’s 
letter  should,  under  the  law  of  peace,  have  the 
sweeping  effect  which  is  claimed  for  it,  they  are 
bound  to  show  that  the  royal  mandate  improves  by 
importation.  The  queen  has  no  power  at  home  to 
take  away  or  suspend,  for  a moment,  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  her  own  courts.  Nor  w'ould  a command  to 
discharge  any  man  without  trial  who  should  be  sus- 
pected of  having  murdered  her  meanest  subject,  be 
deemed  a venial  error. 

It  is  justly  a source  of  the  Briton’s  pride  that  the 
law  by  which  his  life  and  property  are  protected 
cannot  be  suspended  even  by  his  monarch;  that  the 
sword  of  justice  is  holden  by  her  own  independent 
ministers,  as  a defence  for  those  who  do  well;  but 
constantly  threatening,  and  ready  to  descend  upon 
the  violator  of  property  or  personal  safety,  as  the 
instrument  of  a municipal  law  which  knows  not  ot 
any  distinction  between  the  throne  and  the  cottage; 
a law  constantly  struggling,  in  theory  at  least,  to 
attain  a perfection  that  shall  bring  all  on  earth  to  do 
it  reverence;  the  greatest  as  fearing  its  pow’er,  and 
the  least  as  not  unworthy  of  its  care.  That  case  is 
our  own. 

Much  was  said  on  the  argument  about  the  ex- 
treme hardship  of  treating  soldiers  as  criminals, 
who,  it  was  insisted,  are  obliged  to  obey  their  so- 
vereign. The  rule  is  the  same  in  respect  to  the 
soldier  as  it  is  with  regard  to  any  other  agent  who 
is  bound  to  obey  the  process  or  command  of  his  su- 
perior. A sheriff  is  obliged  to  execute  a man  who 
is  regularly  sentenced  to  capital  execution  in  this 
state.  But  should  he  execute  a man  in  Canada  un- 


der such  sentence,  he  would  be  a murderer.  A 
soldier  in  time  of  war  between  us  and  England 
might  be  compelled,  by  an  order  from  our  govern- 
ment, to  enter  Canada  and  fight  against  and  kill 
her  soldiers. 

But  should  congress  pass  a statute  compelling 
him  to  do  so  on  any  imaginable  exigency,  or  under 
any  penalty,  in  time  of  peace,  if  he  should  obey  and 
kill  a man,  he  would  be  guilty  of  murder.  The  mis- 
take is  in  supposing  that  a sovereign  can  compel  a 
man  to  go  into  a neighboring  country,  whether  in 
peace  or  war,  and  do  a deed  of  infamy.  This  is  ex- 
emplified in  the  case  of  spies.  A sovereign  may 
solicit  and  bribe,  but  he  cannot  command.  A 
thousand  commands  would  not  save  the  neck  of  a 
spy  should  he  be  caught  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 
Vattel,  B.  7,  ch.  10,  §179.  It  is  a mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  a soldier  is  bound  to  do  any  act  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nature,  at  the  bidding  of  his  prince. — 
Vattel,  B.  1,  ch.  4,  §53—4,  id.  B.  3,  ch.  2,  §15. — 
Grot.  B.  2,  ch.  26,  §3,  n.  2 and  3.  Puff.  B.  8,  ch. 
1,  §6  and  7. 

But  if  he  were,  he  must  endure  the  evil  of  living 
under  a sovereign,  who  will  issue  such  commands. 
It  does  not  follow  that  neighboring  countries  must 
submit  to  be  infested  with  incendiaries  and  assas- 
sins because  men  are  obnoxious  to  punishment  in 
their  own  country,  for  being  desirous  to  go  through 
life  with  bloodless  hands  and  a quiet  conscience.— 
The  Parisians  thought  themselves  bound  to  obey 
Charles  IX,  when  he  ordered  them  to  massacre  the 
Huguenots.  Suppose  they  had  obeyed  a similar 
order  to  massacre  the  Huguenots  in  England,  would 
such  an  order  have  been  deemed  a valid  plea  on 
one  of  them  being  arrainged  in  the  queen’s  bench? 
It  might  have  been  pleaded  to  an  accusation  of 
murder  in  France — it  would  have  been  good  as  be- 
tween the  criminal  and  his  own  sovereign;  but 
hardly,  I suspect,  have  been  deemed  so  by  queen 
Elizabeth’s  judges.  The  simple  reason  would  have 
been  that  Charles  IX,  had  no  jurisdiction  in  Eng- 
land. 

He  might  have  threatened  the  government  and 
declared  war,  if  such  a meritorious  servant,  a de- 
fender of  the  church  should  not  be  liberated  by  the 
judges.  But  there  is  no  legal  principle  on  which 
the  decrees  of  foreign  courts  or  the  legislation  of 
foreign  parliaments  could  have  ousted  the  judges  of 
jurisdiction.  Charles  might  have  ordered  his  mi- 
nister to  call  the  massacre  a public  act,  planned  and 
executed  by  himself,  he  having  authority  to  defend 
and  protect  hi3  established  church;  and  demanded 
a release  of  the  man.  All  this  would  have  added 
no  force  to  the  plea.  Neither  Elizabeth  herself,  nor 
any  of  the  Tudors,  arbitrary  as  the  government  of 
England  was,  would  have  had  power  directly  to 
take  away  the  jurisdiction  of  the  judges.  Coke, 
with  a law  book  in  his  had,  could  have  baffled  the 
sceptre  within  its  own  territorial  jurisdiction. 

It  should,  injustice,  be  remarked,  that  one,  the 
governor  of  Bayonne,  and  many  of  his  companions 
in  arms,  refused  to  co-operate  in  the  massacre  at 
home,  and  were  never  punished  for  disobedience. 
He  replied  to  the  king,  that  he  had  sounded  his 
garrison  and  found  many  brave  soldiers  among 
them,  but  not  a single  executioner.  Suppose  a 
prince  should  command  a soldier  to  commit  adulte- 
ry, incest,  or  perjury;  the  prince  goes  beyond  his 
constitutional  power,  and  has  no  more  right  to  ex- 
pect obedience  than  a corporal  who  should  summa- 
rily issue  his  warrant  for  the  execution  of  a soldier. 
Vid.  Burl.  L.  of  nature,  vol.  1.  pt.  2,  ch.  It,  §8. 

Every  political  and  civil  power  has  its  legal  li- 
mits. The  autocrat  may  indeed  take  the  lives  of 
his  own  subjects,  for  disobeying  the  most  arbitrary 
commands;  but  even  his  behests  cannot  impart  pro- 
tection to  the  merest  slave  as  against  a foreign  go- 
vernment. Public  war  itself  has  its  jurisdictional 
limits.  Even  that,  in  its  pursuit  after  a flying  ene- 
my, is  we  have  seen,  arrested  by  the  line  of  a country 
at  peace.  Beside  the  limit  which  territory  thus 
imposes,  there  are  also,  even  in  general  war,  other 
jurisdictional  restraints  as  there  are  in  courts  of 
justice. 

An  order  emanating  from  one  of  the  hostile  sove- 
reigns will  not  justify  to  the  other,  every  kind  of 
peifidy.  Tile  case  of  spies  has  been  already  men- 
tioned. An  emissary  sent  into  a camp  with  orders 
to  corrupt  the  adverse  general,  or  bribe  the  soldiery, 
would  stand  justified  to  his  immediate  sovereign. 
Vattel,  B.  3,  ch.  10,  §180;  though  even  he  could  not 
legally  punish  a refusal.  In  respect  to  the  enemy, 
orders  would  be  an  obvious  excess  of  jurisdiction. 

The  emissaries  sent  by  sir  Henry  Clinton,  in 
1781,  to  seduce  the  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  failing  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  were 
condemned  and  immediately  executed.  4 Marsh. 
Life  of  Wash.  366,  1st  edit.  Entering  the  adverse 
camp  to  receive  the  treacherous  proposition  of  the 
general  is  an  offence  much  more  venial.  It  is  even 
called  lawful  in  every  sense  as  between  the  sove- 


reign and  employed.  Vattel,  B.  3,  ch.  10,  §181. — 
Yet  in  the  case  of  major  Andre,  an  order  to  do  so 
was,  as  between  the  two  hostile  countries,  held  to 
be  an  excess  of  jurisdiction. 

These  cases  are  much  stronger  than  any  which  can 
be  supposed  between  nations  at  peace.  In  time  of 
war  such  perfidy  is  expected.  In  time  of  peace, 
every  citizen,  while  within  his  own  territory,  has  a 
double  right  to  suppose  himself  secuie;  the  legal  in- 
violability of  that  territory,  and  the  solemn  pledge 
of  the  foreign  sovereignty. 

The  distinction  that  an  act  valid  as  to  one  may 
be  void  as  to  another  is  entirely  familiar.  A man 
who  orders  another  to  commit  a trespass,  or  ap- 
proves of  a trespass  already  committed  for  his  be- 
nefit, may  be  bound  to  protect  his  servant,  while  it 
would  take  nothing  from  the  liability  of  the  servant 
to  the  party  injured.  As  to  him,  it  could  merely 
have  the  effect  of  adding  another  defendant,  who 
might  be  made  jointly  or  severally  liable  with  the 
actual  wrong  doer.  A case  in  point  is  mentioned 
by  Vattel,  B.  3,  ch.  2,  §15.  If  one  sovereign  order 
his  recruiting  officer  to  make  enlistments  in  the  do- 
minion of  another  in  time  of  peace  between  them, 
the  officer  shall  be  hanged,  notwithstanding  the  or- 
der, and  war  may  also  be  declared  against  the  of- 
fending sovereign.  Vid.  a like  instance  id.  B.  1, 
ch.  6,  §75. 

What  if  the  utmost  legal  effect  of  a foreign  sove- 
reign, approving  of  the  crime  his  subject  committed 
in  a neighboring  territory?  The  approval  as  we 
have  already  in  part  seen,  can  take  nothing  from 
the  criminality  of  the  principal  offender.  Whatever 
obligation  his  nation  may  be  under  to  save  him 
harmless,  this  can  be  absolutely  done  only  on  the 
condition  that  heconfine  himself  within  her  territo- 
ry Vattel,  B.  2,  ch.  6 §74.  Then,  by  refusing  to 
make  satisfaction,  to  furnish  or  to  deliver  him  up, 
on  demand  from  the  injured  country,  or  by  approv- 
ing the  offence,  the  nation,  says  Vattel,  becomes  an 
accomplice — id.  §76. 

Blackstone  says,  an  accomplice  or  abetter  [4 
Com.  68] — and  Rutherforth,  still  more  nearly  in  the 
language  of  the  English  law,  an  accessary  after  the 
fact — B.  2,  ch.  2,  §12.  No  book  supposes  that 
such  an  act  merges  the  original  offence,  or  renders 
it  imputable  to  the  nation  alone.  The  only  excep- 
tion lies  in  the  case  of  a crime  committed  by  an 
ambassador — not  because  he  is  guiltless,  but  by 
reason  of  the  necessity  that  he  should  be  privileged, 
and  the  extra-territorial  character  which  the  law  of 
nations  has,  therefore,  attached  to  his  person. 

Hence,  say  the  books,  he  can  be  proceeded  against 
no  otherwise  than  by  a complaint  to  his  ow  n nation, 
which  will  make  itself  a party  in  his  crime,  if  it  re- 
fuse either  to  punish  him  by  its  authority  or  deliver 
him  up  to  be  punished  by  an  offended  nation.  Ruth. 
B.  2,  ch.  9,^20.  Independently  of  this  exception, 
therefore,  Rutherforth  insists,  with  entire  accuracy, 
that  as  far  as  we  concur  in  what  another  man  does, 
so  far  the  act  is  our  own;  and  the  effects  of  it  are 
chargeable  upon  us  as  well  as  upon  him.”  Ruth.  B. 

1,  ch.  17,  §6. 

A nation  is  but  a moral  entity;  and  in  the  nature 
of  things  can  no  more  wipe  out  the  offence  of  ano- 
ther by  adopting  it,  than  could  a natural  person. 
And  the  learned  writer  just  cited  accordingly  treats 
both  cases  as  standing  on  the  same  principle.  B. 
2 ch.  9,  §12.  “Nothing  is  more  usual,”  says  Puf- 
fendorf,  “than  that  every  particular  accomplice  in  a 
crime  be  made  to  suffer  all  that  the  law  inflicts.” 
B.  3,  ch.  1,  §5.  Vattel  says  of  such  a case,  B. 

2,  ch.  6,  §75 — if  the  offended  state  has  the  of- 
fender in  her  power  she  may  without  scruple  pu- 
nish him. 

Again,  if  he  have  escaped  and  returned  to  his 
own  country,  she  may  apply  for  justice  to  his  so- 
vereign, who  ought,  under  some  circumstances,  to 
deliver  him  up— id.  §76.  Again,  he  says,  “she  may 
take  satisfaction  for  the  offence  herself  when  she 
meets  with  the  delinquent  in  her  own  territories.” 
B.  4,  ch.  4,  §52.  I before  cited  two  instances  in 
which  positive  orders  by  his  sovereign  to  commit  a 
crime  are  distinctly  held  to  render  both  the  nation 
and  its  subjects  obnoxious  to  punishment.  Vattel 
B.  3,  ch.  2,  §15,  id  B.  1,  ch.  6,  §75,  vid.  also  1 
Burl.  pt.  2,  ch.  11,  §10. 

Was  it  ever  suggested  by  any  one  before  the  case 
of  McLeod  arose,  that  the  approval  by  a monarch 
should  oust  civil  jurisdiction  or  even  so  much  as 
mitigate  the  criminal  offence? — nay,  that  the  coali- 
tion of  great  power  with  great  crime  does  not  ren- 
der it  more  dangerous,  and  therefore  more  worthy 
of  punishment  under  every  law  by  which  the  per- 
petrators can  be  reached! 

Could  approbation  and  avowal  have  saved  the  un- 
happy Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  where  would  have 
been  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  Elizabeth’s  commis- 
sioners? The  very  charge  of  an  attempt  by  Mary 
to  dethrone  and  assassinate  the  British  queen  im- 
plied the  approbation  and  active  concurrence  of  ona 
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crowned  head  at  least.  Could  the  criminal  have 
been  saved  by  any  such  consideration,  the  enter- 
prise might  truly  have  been  avowed  as  one  which 
had  been  planned  by  the  leading  government  of  Ca* 
tholic  Europe. 

The  pope,  then,  having  at  least  some  pretensions 
to  jurisdiction  even  in  England,  had  openly  approv- 
ed it  under  his  seal.  The  Spanish  ambassador  at 
Paris  was  a party  relied  upon  to  follow  up  the 
event  with  an  invasion.  Would  James,  the  son  of 
the  accused,  have  hesitated  to  join  in  the  avowal 
could  he  have  thus  been  instrumental  in  saving  the 
life  of  his  mother?  Yet  the  principle  was  not 
thought  of  in  the  whole  course  of  that  extraordina- 
ry affair. 

Mary  openly  avowed  her  general  treason  as  a 
measure  of  defence  and  protection  to  herself,  though 
she  denied  all  participation  in  the  plot  to  assassi- 
nate Elizabeth.  Yet  (he  only  ground  taken  was, 
the  technical  one  (not  the  less  valid  because  tech- 
nical) that  the  accused  was  personally  privileged 
as  a monarch,  and  could  not  be  tried  under  the  En- 
glish law,  which  required  a jury  composed  of  her 
peers.  It  was  added  that  she  came  into  the  king- 
dom under  the  law  of  nations,  and  had  enjoyed  no 
protection  from  the  English  law,  having  been  con- 
tinually kept  as  a prisoner.  Vid.  the  case  stated  and 
examined  in  the  right  oi'international  law,  2 Ward’s 
L.  of  nations,  564. 

No  one  pretended  that  her  approbation,  or  that 
of  a thousand  monarchs  could  have  reflected  any 
degree  of  exemption  from  judicial  cognizance,  upon 
the  alien  servants  in  her  employment.  Such  a prin- 
ciple would  have  filled  England  with  an  army,  in 
time  of  peace,  disguised  as  Jusuits;  for  the  bigotry 
of  monarchs  would  at  that  day,  have  led  them  to 
avow  any  system  of  pernicious  espoinage  which 
could  have  served  the  purposes  of  the  pope  by  exe- 
cuting his  bull  of  excommunication  against  Eliza- 
beth. 

Canada  again  being  disturbed,  and  our  citizens 
aiding  the  revolt  by  boats,  provisions  or  money,  the 
purposes  of  England  would  certainly  require  such 
conduct  to  be  put  down  at  all  events.  Adopt  the 
principle  that  she  may  by  avow'al,  protect  her  sol- 
diery who  steal  upon  our  citizens  at  midnight,  from 
all  punishment  at  the  common  law;  and  before  you 
get  even  a remonstrance  from  Washington,  your 
whole  frontier  might  be  made  a tabula  raza.  No — 
Before  England  can  lawfully  send  a single  soldier 
for  hostile  purposes,  she  must  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  public  war. 

Her  own  interests  demanding  the  application  of 
the  rule,  she  perfectly  understands  its  force.  What 
regard  have  her  courts  ever  paid  to  the  voice  of  pub- 
lic authority  on  this  side  the  line,  when  it  sought 
to  cover  even  territory  to  which  the  United  Stales 
denies  her  title?  The  mere  act  of  taking  a census 
in  the  disputed  territory  under  the  authority  of 
Maine,  was  severely  punished  by  the  English  mu- 
nicipal magistrates.  Had  a posse  of  constables  or  a 
company  of  military  bearing  muskets  been  sent  to  aid 
the  censor,  in  what  book  or  in  what  usage  could  she 
have  found  that  this  would  divest  her  courts  of  ju- 
risdiction, and  put  the  cabinet  of  St.  James  to  a re- 
medy by  remonstrance  of  war?  Had  the  posse  been 
arrested  by  her  sheriff,  and  in  mere  defence  had 
killed  him,  and  this  nation  had,  after  some  two  or 
three  years  avowed  the  act,  would  she  have  thought 
of  conceding  that  in  the  meantime,  all  power  of  her 
courts  over  the  homicides  had  been  supended,  or 
finally  withdrawn? 

But  it  is  said  of  the  case  at  bar,  here  is  more 
than  a mere  approval  by  the  adverse  government; 
that  an  explanation  has  been  demanded  by  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  and  the  British  ambassador  has  in- 
sisted on  McLeod’s  release,  and  counsel  claim  for 
the  joint  diplomacy  of  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land some  such  effect  upon  the  power  of  this  court 
as  a certiorari  from  us  would  have  upon  the  county 
court  of  general  sessions.  It  was  spoken  of  as  in- 
compatible with  a judicial  proceeding  against  Mc- 
Leod in  this  state;  as  a suit  actually  pending  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  w here  in  the  action  of  the 
general  government  comes  in  collision  with  and  su- 
persedes our  own. 

To  such  an  objection  the  answer  is  quite  obvious. 
Diplomacy  is  not  a judicial,  but  executive  function; 
and  the  objection  would  come  with  the  same  force 
whether  it  were  urged  against  proceeding  in  a court 
of  this  state  or  the  United  States.  Whether  an  ac- 
tual exertion  of  the  treaty  making  power,  by  the 
president  and  senate,  or  any  power  delegated  to 
congress  by  the  federal  constitution,  could  work 
the  consequences  contended  for,  we  are  not  called 
upon  to  inquire;  whether  the  executive  of  the  na- 
tion— supposing  the  case  to  belong  to  the  national 
court — or  the  executive  of  this  state,  might  not 
pardon  the  prisoner,  or  direct  a nolle  prosequi  to  be 
entered,  are  considerations  with  which  we  have  no- 
thing to  do. 


The  executive  power  is  a constitutional  depart- 1 
rneut  in  this,  as  in  every  well  organized  government, 
entirely  distinct  from  the  judicial.  And  that  would 
be  so,  were  the  nat ional  government  blotted  out,  and 
the  state  of  New  York  left  to  take  its  place  as  an  in- 
dependent nation. 

Not  only  are  our  constitutions  entirely  explicit 
in  leaving  the  trial  of  crimes  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  the  judiciary;  but  neither  in  the  nature  of 
things,  nor  in  sound  policy,  can  it  be  confided  to 
the  executive  power.  That  can  nevei  act  upon  the 
individual  offender;  but  only  by  requisition  on  the 
foreign  government;  and  in  the  instance  before  us, 
it  has  no  power  even  to  inquire  whether  it  be  true 
that  McLeod  has  personally  violated  the  criminal 
laws  of  this  state.  It  has  charge  of  the  question 
in  its  national  aspect  only.  It  must  rely  on  acci- 
dental information,  and  may  place  the  whole  ques- 
tion on  diplomatic  considerations.  These  may  be 
entirely  wide  either  of  the  (act  or  the  law,  as  it 
stands  between  this  state  and  the  accused.  The 
whole  may  turn  on  questions  of  national  honor,  na- 
tional strength,  the  comparative  value  of  national 
intercourse,  or  even  a point  of  etiquette. 

Upon  the  principle  contended  for,  every  accusa- 
tion which  has  been  drawn  in  question  by  the  exe- 
cutive power  of  two  nations,  can  be  adjusted  by 
negotiation  or  war  only.  The  individual  accused 
must  go  free,  no  matter  to  what  extent  his  case 
may  have  been  misapprehended  by  either  power. 
No  matter  how  criminal  he  may  have  been,  if  his 
country,  though  acting  on  false  representations  of 
the  case,  may  have  been  led  to  approve  of  the 
transaction  and  negotiate  concerning  it,  the  demands 
of  criminal  justice  are  at  an  end. 

Under  circumstances  the  executive  power  might, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion,  be  bound  to  disre- 
gard a venial  offence  as  no  breach  of  treaty,  which 
the  judiciary  would  be  obliged  to  punish  as  a breach 
of  international  law.  Suppose  some  of  ourcitizens 
to  attack  the  British  power  in  Canada,  and  the 
queen’s  soldiers  to  follow  the  heat  of  repelling  them 
by  crossing  the  line  and  arresting  the  offenders,  do- 
ing no  damage  to  any  one  not  actually  engaged  in 
the  conflict.  The  line  being  absolutely  impassable 
in  law  for  hostile  purposes,  the  arrest  on  this  side 
would  be  a technical  false  imprisonment,  for  w hich 
we  should  be  bound  to  convict  the  soldiers,  if  ar- 
rested here;  while  the  executive  power  might  over- 
look the  intrusion  as  an  accidental  and  innocent 
violation  of  national  territory.  Yattel,  B.  4,  ch. 
4,  §43. 

1 forbear  now  to  notice  particularly  some  of  the  le- 
gal passages  and  cases  which  were  referred  to  by  the 
prisoner’s  counsel  in  the  course  of  his  argument; 
not  for  the  reason  that  I have  omitted  to  examine 
them,  but  because  1 consider  them  inapplicable  un- 
der the  views  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  of  the 
prisoner’s  case.  They  w'ere  principally  of  three 
classes:  First,  passages  Irom  books  on  the  law  of 
nations  as  to  what  is  public  war  and  the  protection 
due  to  soldiers  while  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
such  a war  by  their  sovereign  against  a public  ene- 
my; secondly,  the  general  obligations  of  obedience 
as  between  him  and  his  sovereign,  w hether  in  peace 
or  war;  and  thirdly',  cases  from  our  own  books  re- 
lative to  the  conflicting  powers  of  the  general  and 
slate  governments.  The  case  of  Elphinstone  v. 
Bedreechund,  1 Knapp’s  rep.  316,  related  to  the 
breach  of  an  actual  military' capitulation  entered  into 
during  an  acknowledge  public  war  between  Eng- 
land and  one  of  the  petty  sovereignties  of  India. 

In  considering  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  I have 
also  forborne  to  notice  that  branch  of  the  affidavit 
which  sets  up  an  alibi.  McLeod’s  counsel  very 
properly  omited  to  insist  on  it  as  at  all  strengthen- 
ing the  claim  of  privilege.  Indeed,  he  said  the 
clause  was  pul  in  merely  by  w'ay  of  protestando.  If 
it  was  inserted  with  the  intention  of  having  it  taken 
as  true  upon  this  motion,  that  alone  would  destroy 
all  pretence  for  any  objection  to  our  jurisdiction. 
His  surrender  was  demanded  upon  the  hypothesis 
that  he  was  acting  under  public  authority.  If,  in 
truth,  he  was  not,  or  was  not  acting  at  all,  he  en- 
joys, according  to  his  own  concession,  no  greater 
privilege  than  any  other  man.  The  essential  cir- 
cumstance relied  on  as  going  to  the  question  of  ju- 
risdiction, turns  out  to  be  fictitious;  and  the  argu- 
ment must  be  that  we  have  no  power  to  try  the 
question  of  alibi.  On  that  and  every  other  lawful 
ground  of  defence  he  will  be  heard  by  counsel  on 
his  trial. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  if  the  matters  urged  in  ar- 
gument could  have  any  legal  erfect  in  favor  of  the 
prisoner,  I should  feel  entirely  clear  that  they  would 
be  of  a nature  available  before  the  jury  only.  And 
that  according  to  the  settled  rules  of  proceeding  on 
habeas  corpus,  we  should  have  no  power  ever  to 
consider  them  as  a ground  for  discharging  the  pri- 
soner. I took  occasion  to  show  in  the  outset  that  in 
no  view  can  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  of  the 


1 defence  be  here  examined  independen'ly  of  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction,  and  I entertain  no  doubt  that 
whenever  an  indictment  for  murder  committed 
within  our  territory  i3  found,  and  the  accused  is  ar- 
rested, these  circumstances  give  complete  jurisdic- 
tion. 

I know  it  is  said  by  the  English  books,  that  even 
in  a case  of  mixed  war,  viz:  a hostile  invasion  of 
England  by  private  persons,  the  common  law  courts 
have  not  jurisdiction.  It  was  so  held  in  Perkin  War- 
beck’s  case.  He  was  punished  with  death  bv  sen- 
tence of  the  constable  and  marshal,  w ho  it  is  said  in 
Calvin’s  case,  7 Co.  Rep.  11-12  had  exclusive  juris- 
diction. Dy.  145,  a.  S P.  1 Curw.  Haw  k.  ch.  2. 
§1.  p.  9.  But  that  rests  on  a distribution  ofjudicial 
power  entirely  unknown  to  this  stale  or  this  na- 
tion. The  court  of  the  constable  and  the  marshal 
seems  to  have  had  an  ancient  right  not  very  well  de- 
fined by  the  common  law,  of  trying  all  military  of- 
fences, as  appears  by  the  Slat.  R.  2.  ch.  2.  (vid.  2 
Pick.  St.  at  Large,  p.  3101,  which  was  passed  to 
settle  conflicting  claims  between  that  and  the  ordi- 
nary courts,  vid.  also  3 Inst.  48.  The  whole  is  ob- 
viously inapplicable  to  this  country,  and  is  pretty 
much  obsolete  in  England.  It  never  can  have  been 
held  in  England  or  any  other  country,  that  where  a 
common  law  courtis  proceeding  on  indictment  for 
a common  law'  offence  against  one  arrested  and 
brought  before  it,  a mere  suggestion  by  affidavit, 
that  the  offence  imputed  pertains  to  deeds  of  arms, 
either  in  a public  or  mixed  war,  shall  take  away 
power  to  try,  whether  the  prisoner  be  guilty  or  not 
of  the  charge  contained  in  the  indictment. 

All  homicide  is  presumed  to  be  malicious,  and, 
therefore,  murder  until  the  contrary  appear  upon  evi- 
dence. “The  matter  of  fact,”  says  Foster,  “viz: 
whether  the  facts  alleged,  by  way  of  justification, 
excuse  or  alleviation,  are  true,  is  the  proper  and  only 
province  of  the  jury.”  Lawful  defence  by  an  indivi- 
dual, (still  recognised,  it  seems,  by  the  law  of  nature 
under  the  name  of  private  war,  Grot.  B.  1.  ch.  3. 
§2),  is  one  instance.  Foster  273.  That  he  acted, 
in-right  of  a nation,  or  under  public  authority,  is  no 
more  than  matter  of  justification.  It  is  like  the 
case  mentioned  in  Foster  265;  the  public  execution 
of  malefactors;  and  the  jury  must  judge  w hether  the 
authority  may  not  have  been  exceeded.  But  more, 
when  either  public  or  mixed  war  is  alleged  in  miti- 
gation, either  allegation  may  be  fictitious;  and  it 
shall  be  put  to  the  jury,  on  the  proper  evidencp, 
whether  it  existed  or  not.  The  reason  is  plain,  says 
lord  Hale;  for  the  war  may  be  begun  by  the  foreign 
prince  only,  where  it  is  public;  and  he  supposes  it 
still  plainer  where  the  war  is  between  the  king  and 
an  invading  alien  being  the  subject  of  a nation  with 
whom  the  king  is  at  peace.  1 Hal.  p.  6,  163.  The 
same  writer  puts  the  case  of  plunder  or  robbery  by 
an  enemy,  lempus  belli,  which  w ould  not  in  general 
be  burglary.  Yet  he  admits  it  might  be  otherwise 
if  the  act  were  not  done  in  the  regular  prosecution 
of  the  war,  id.  565. 

Suppose  a prisoner  of  war  to  escape  and  that  on 
his  way  home,  and  before  he  crosses  the  line,  he 
should  set  fire  to  a farm  house  in  the  night  and  kill 
the  inmates — is  there  a doubt  that  he  might  proper- 
ly be  convicted  either  of  arson  or  murder?  When  a 
grand  jury  have  charged  that  a man  has  committed 
murder  in  this  state,  I can  imagine  no  case,  w hether 
the  charge  relate  to  the  time  of  open  public  war  or 
peace,  in  which  he  can  claim  exemption  from  trial. 
If  he  show  that  he  was  in  truth  acting  as  a soldier 
in  time  of  public  war,  the  jury  would  acquit  him. 
The  judge  w ill  direct  them  to  obey  the  law  of  na- 
tions, which  is  undoubtedly  a part  of  the  common 
law.  So  if  the  accused  were  acting  in  defence 
against  an  individual  invader  of  Ins  country.  But 
above  all  things  it  is  important  in  the  latter  case  for 
the  jury  to  inquire  w hether  his  allegation  of  defence 
be  not  false  or  colorable. 

They  cannot  allow  as  an  act  of  defence  the  wilful 
pursuing  even  such  an  enemy,  though  dictated  by 
sovereign  authority,  into  a country  at  peace  with  the 
sovereign  of  the  accused,  seeking  out  that  enemy 
and  taking  his  life.  Such  a deed  can  be  nothing  but 
an  act  of  vengeance.  It  can  be  nothing  but  a viola- 
tion of  territory,  a violation  of  municipal  law,  the 
faith  of  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  accused  may  approve,  diplomacy  may 
gloze,  but  a jury  can  only  inquire  whether  he  was  a 
party  to  the  deed,  or  to  any  act  of  illegal  violence 
which  he  knew  would  probably  endanger  human 
lile.  If  satisfied  that  he  was  not,  as  I sincerely  hope 
they  may  be,  upon  the  evidence  in  the  case  before 
us,  they  w ill  then  have  the  pleasant  duty  to  perform 
of  pronouncing  him  not  guilty.  But  whatever  may 
be  their  conclusion,  we  feel  the  utmost  confidence 
that  the  prisoner,  (hough  a foreigner,  will  have  no 
just  cause  to  complain  that  he  has  suffered  w rong  at 
the  hands  of  an  American  jury. 

At  our  hands  the  prisoner  had  a right  to  require 
an  answer  upon  the  facts  presented  by  his  papers, 
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whether  in  law  he  can  properly  be  hoklen  to  a trial. 
We  have  had  no  choice  but  to  exaine  and  pionounce 
upon  tlie  legal  character  of  those  facts,  in  order  to 
satisfy  ourselves  of  the  bearing  they  might  have  on 
the  novel  and  important  question  submitted.  That 
examination  has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have 
no  power  to  discharge  the  prisoner. 

He  must,  therefore,  be  remanded,  to  lake  his  trial 
in  the  ordinary  forms  of  law. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

July  15.  Mr.  Wright  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  held  in 
the  Park,  containing  certain  resolutions  passed  in 
relation  to  American  citizens  held  in  captivity  in 
Van  Diemand’s  Land.  The  inter  ference  of  govern- 
ment is  solicited  in  their  behalf.  Mr.  W.  moved 
that  the  document  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a memorial  of  citizens 
of  New  York  city,  and  one  of  citizens  of  Richland, 
Oswego  county,  New  York,  for  a bankrupt  law; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  taken  up, 
calling  on  the  president  for  a list  of  removals  of  pub- 
lic officers  since  4th  March,  1S41,  with  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Mangurn,  calling,  also,  for  a 
list  of  removals  and  appointments  from  4th  March, 
1829,  to  4th  March,  1841. 

The  amendment  was  adopted;  and  Mr.  Benton 
intimating  a desire  to  speak  on  the  subject,  at  his 
request  the  resolution  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  C/oy,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  would  be  very 
glad  of  senators  would  consent  generally  and  una- 
nimously to  take  up  the  loan  bill  from  the  house,  as 
the  necessities  of  the  treasury  were  such  as  to  re- 
quire speedy  action  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  that  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  not  press  this.  They  had  been  en- 
gaged for  some  time  on  another  subject,  and  he  hop- 
ed to  dispose  of  it  before  this  was  taken  up. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Clay, 
Calhoun,  King,  Benton  and  Linn,  a motion  was 
made  to  go  into  execution  business.  On  this  a de- 
bate arose  as  to  a point  of  order  under  the  new  rule, 
which  occupied  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Clay,  King  and  Mien  participating. 

The  chair  decided  the  motion  to  go  into  execu- 
tive business  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Calhoun  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of  friends  behind 
him. 

Mr.  Calhoun  asked  where  was  the  necessity  of 
going  into  executive  business  then?  Could  they 
not  go  on  with  the  business  before  the  senate  for 
some  two  or  three  hours,  and  go  into  executive  ses- 
sion at  the  close  of  the  day? 

Mr.  Berrien  did  not  think  it  a proper  subject  to 
discuss.  He  did  not  feel  himsell  at  liberty  to  slate 
reasons. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  ask  if  the  reasons  were  very 
urgent? 

M.  Berrien  could  only  say  such  was  his  impres- 
sion. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session; 
and,  after  remaining  therein  for  a considerable  time, 
adjourned. 

July  16.  Memorials  from  citizens  of  New  York 
and  the  state  of  Maine  were  presented  in  favor  of  a 
bankrupt  law. 

Also,  resolutions  remonstrating  against  the  ex- 
tension of  the  port  ol  New  Orleans. 

The  resolution  relative  to  removals  from  office 
was  laid  over,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Benton,  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Woodbury  some 
time  since,  calling  on  the  treasury  department  lor 
information  in  relation  to  advances  made  to  disburs- 
ing officers,  &c.  since  3d  of  March  last,  was  taken 
up,  and  after  being  so  amended  by  Mr.  Evans  as  to 
require  it  to  be  stated  on  what  authority  they  were 
made,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  some 
days  since,  calling  on  the  president  for  the  reasons 
for  the  removal  of  certain  officers,  and  specifying 
those  officers  by  name,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  resolution  had  been  submitted 
in  consequence  of  a remark  made  by  (he  senator 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mangum),  that  if  the  in- 
formation was  asked  for,  it  would  be  given.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  did  not  hold  that  the  president  was  bound 
to  answer  it.  It  was  submitted  solely  on  the  ground 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  senator  from  North  Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr.  Mangum  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting an  error  into  which  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri had  no  doubt  unintentionally  fallen.  What 
he  (Mr.  M.)  did  say,  on  another  occasion,  when 


the  resolution  of  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  was  first  introduced,  wa3  that  the 
information,  when  given,  he  had  no  doubt  would  be 
such  as  would  enable  the  administration  to  stand 
justified  before  the  country. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  answer  was  conclusive;  he 
should  not  press  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  senate  to 
take  up  the  loan  bill.  He  felt  persuaded  that  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  had  no  disposition  to  throw 
impediments  or  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  the 
treasury;  and,  after  what  he  had  stated  yesterday 
in  relation  to  its  condition,  he  felt  convinced  they 
would  see  the  necessity  of  some  prompt  action  on 
the  bill. 

The  necessity  of  immediate  action  on  the  bill  was 
further  urged  by  Messrs.  Clay  and  Huntington,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Mien  and  Wright; 
when  Mr.  Clay  said  he  must  call  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  King,  Clay, 
Calhoun,  Benton,  Walker,  Mien,  Bates,  Woodbury 
and  others.  The  bill  was  taken  up,  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  waived. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  following  proviso: 

“That  nothing  in  the  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  authorise  any  further  or  greater  amount  of 
loans  than  shall  appear  to  the  president  of  t#e  Unit- 
ed States  to  be  necessary  lo  defray  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  government,  and  to  redeem,  as  they 
shall  become  redeemable,  the  treasury  notes  which 
have  been  issued,  and  are  to  be  issued,  under  the 
authority  of  existing  laws,  after  the  application  of 
the  money  in  the  treasury,  and  all  the  accruing  re- 
venue from  lands,  and  all  other  sources,  to  this  ob- 
ject. Nor  shall  any  portion  of  such  money  or  reve- 
nue, or  avails  of  any  loan  to  be  made  under  the  au- 
thority granted  in  this  act,  be  applied  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  treasury  notes  outstanding,  and  not  due  and 
payable  according  to  the  terms  of  such  notes;  nor 
any  portion  of  accruing  revenue,  from  whatever 
sources  derived,  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose 
than  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of  the 
government,  or  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  trea- 
sury notes  due  and  payable,  when  the  consequences 
of  other  appropriations  might  be  an  increase  of  pub- 
lic debt  to  be  contracted  under  this  act.” 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  following  clause: 

“Nor  shall  any  portion  of  such  money  or  revenue, 
or  avails  of  any  loan  to  be  made  under  the  authority 
granted  in  this  act,  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of 
treasury  notes  outstanding  and  not  due  and  payable 
according  to  the  terms  of  such  notes.” 

On  this  motion  a long  and  animated  debate  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun,  Wright,  Benton, 
Buchanan  and  others  participated. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amend meut,  and  carried,  as  follows: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, White,  Woodbridge — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 21. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, as  modified,  a very  spirited  debate  again 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Clay, 
Sevier,  Preston,  King,  Linn,  allien  and  others  parti- 
cipated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Inda.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 26. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

July  17.  Mr.  Calhoun  presented  certain  resolu- 
tions passed  at  a public  meeting  in  Buckingham 
county,  Virginia,  which  were  read,  and  after  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Clay,  of  Ky. 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  loan  bill  came  up  as  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday. 

M r.  Mien  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  to  the  effect  that  after  having  paid  the  public 
expenses  the  money  obtained  by  the  loan  was  to 
be  used  for  the  defences  of  the  country  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  On  this  amendment  Mr.  Mien  spoke 


at  some  length,  contending  that  the  object  of  the 
loan  was  to  enable  the  administration  to  dispense 
with  the  revenue  arising  from  the  land  to  aid  Bri- 
tish bankers  and  stock-jobbers. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  the 
system  of  naval  defence,  but  then  the  expenditure 
must  be  properly  administered,  and  under  wise  and 
appropriate  heads.  The  system  of  warfare  had 
changed,  and  it  would  require  that  we  should  keep 
pace  with  the  improvements. 

Mr.  Walker  said  if  the  amendment  prevailed  he 
should  regard  it  as  a pledge  that  the  money  would 
be  so  applied,  and  then  he  would  vote  for  the  whole 
bill. 

The  amendment  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Huntington  and  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  19,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Woodbury  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  words  “twelve  millions,”  and  in- 
serting “six  millions,”  so  that  the  government 
should  not  be  empowered  to  borrow  on  its  credit  a 
sum  exceeding  that  amount. 

Mr.  W.  sustained  this  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  no  more  money  was  actually  wanted  for  the 
uses  of  the  treasury;  that  even  the  six  millions 
would  allow  of  a large  surplus  for  contingencies. 

Mr.  Evans  replied  at  length,  maintaining  that  in 
the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  the  revenue  de- 
clining almost  daily,  every  dollar  of  that  money 
would  be  wanted. 

The  debate  was  further  kept  up  by  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn, Woodbury,  Evans  and  Young. 

When  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment was  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows:  yeas  21,  nays  26. 

Mr.  King  then  moved  to  strike  out  “twelve  mil- 
lions” and  insert  “nine”  contending  that  the  money 
was  not  wanted,  and,  therefore,  should  not  be  bor- 
rowed for  the  mere  purpose  of  borrowing.  On  the 
question  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows:  yeas  22,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  1st  section: 

“And  that  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars, 
part  and  parcel  of  the  aforesaid  loan,  be  intended 
for  a reserve  fund  to  remain  in  the  treasury  to  meet 
contingencies,  and  shall  not  be  borrowed  except 
during  the  recess  of  congress  it  shall  become  neces- 
sary to  borrow  the  same  or  some  part  thereof  to 
meet  the  appropriations  made  by  congress,  and  for 
which  money  on  hand  and  accruing  may  be  deem- 
ed insufficient.” 

Mr.  B.  gave  his  reasons  for  offering  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  with  earnestness,  contending 
that  it  had  been  shown,  demonstrably  shown,  that 
not  only  would  every  dollar  be  wanted,  but  that 
more  might  be  required. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows:  yeas  20,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  divest  the  secretary  of  the  power  over  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  money,  and  place  it  in  congress. 
An  amendment,  he  said,  which  ought  lo  find  favor 
on  the  other  side. 

On  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  the  vote 
stood,  yeas  21,  nays  27. 

Mr  Sevier  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  following: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  reissue 
any  treasury  notes  that  may  hereafter  be  redeem- 
ed.” 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Sevier  and  Allen. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment, 
the  vote-stood:  yeas  21,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Calhoun  wanted  to  offer  another  amendment 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  so  as  to 
allow  of  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  then  to  of- 
fer his  views.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  long  and  exhausting  session  they  had  already 
passed  through,  he  would  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  prompt  action 
on  the  bill  and  hoped  the  senate  would  not  adjourn. 
The  bill  had  been  already  discussed  at  great  length, 
but  if  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  had  any  thing 
further  to  offer,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  listen  to  him 
with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  like  to  defer  it  until  Monday, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  immediately  after  his  remarks;  but  he  would 
make  no  motion. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Clay  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  on  adjournment  stood:  yeas  21, 
nays  25. 
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Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  renew  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Sevier ; and  this  motion  was  debated  by 
Messrs.  Buchanan,  Evans,  King,  Berrien,  Clay  and 
others. 

Mr.  Wright  then,  by  general  consent,  modified 
the  amendment  so  as  to  read: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful lor  the  secretary  o(  the  treasury,  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  to  reissue  any  treasury  note  receiv- 
ed at  the  treasury  in  payment  of  any  public  dues, 
nor  to  reissue  any  such  treasury  note  paid  or  re- 
deemed by  him  in  any  other  manner,  nor  to  issue 
any  other  notes  in  the  place  of  those  so  paid  and  re- 
ceived. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  and  decided  as  follows:  yeas  19,  nays 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended;  and  on 
the  question  “shall  the  bill  be  read  a third  time?” 
there  were  alternate  cries  of  “Monday,  Monday — 
now,  now.” 

Here  there  was  a motion  made  to  adjourn,  but  it 
failed — 20  for  and  24  against  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  an  earnest  wish  to  have 
the  question  put  off,  that  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  his  views. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  senate  then 
adjourned. 

July  19.  The  chair  communicated  to  the  senate 
a report  from  the  treasury  department,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  of  the  17th  inst.  enclosing 
a statement  of  the  accounts  of  disbursing  officers 
and  agents. 

Also  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  expiration  of  the  neutrality 
act,  and  recommending  a renewal  of  the  same. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

From  the  board  of  trade  ofNew  York,  in  favor  of 
the  establishment  of  a national  bank;  from  citizens 
of  New  York;  from  citizens  of  Berks  county.  Pa. 
and  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  at  Syra- 
cuse, New  York,  all  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  in  the  Park, 
New  York,  adverse  to  a national  bank  and  the  lead- 
ing measures  of  the  present  session. 

From  citizens  of  R.  Island,  in  favor  of  a bank- 
rupt law. 

From  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  fa- 
vor of  a national  bank. 

Also,  from  104  citizens  ofNew  York,  in  favor  of 
a bankrupt  law. 

From  citizens  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  be  glad  to  know  what  had 
become  of  the  resolution  he  had  submitted  some 
days  since  calling  for  the  names  of  persons  remov- 
ed since  the  4th  of  March — the  list,  he  apprehend- 
ed, had  been  fearfully  swelled  since  its  first  intro- 
duction. 

Mr.  Benton  had  a few  remarks  to  make,  and 
would  be  glad  the  resolution  should  be  printed  and 
lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Buchanan  signified  his  assent;  but  that  it 
should  not  go  beyond  that  period. 

The  loan  bill  was  then  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  gave  his  reasons  at  length 
for  voting  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nicholson  followed  for  some  time  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Woodbury  also  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  advocated  the  bill,  and  replied 
principally  to  Mr.  Woodbury. 

Mr.  Benton  lollowed  at  considerable  length  in 
opposition  to  the  principles  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Morehead, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons,  Smith, oflndiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wiight, 
Young — 20. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  fiscal 
bank  bill;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

July  20.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  laid  on  the  table: 

From  citizens  of  Michican  for  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank. 

From  citizens  ofNew  York,  from  St.  John’s,  N. 
York,  also,  from  citizens  of  Reading,  Penn,  in  favor 
of  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  McRobcrts  rose  to  state  that  he  was  absent 
when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  loan  bill,  but  had 
he  been  present  he  should  have  voted  against  it. 


The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  some 
days  since,  calling  for  the  names  of  persons  remov- 
ed since  the  4lh  March,  1841,  and  amended  by  Mr. 
Mangum  so  as  to  include  removals  since  the  4th 
March,  1829,  to  the  4th  March,  1841,  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Benton  rose  and  spoke  some  time  beyond  the 
morning  hour,  against  the  principle  of  the  removal 
of  government  officers,  and  insisted  that  political 
offences  were  (indefinable,  and  could  not  be  brought 
within  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  late  letter  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  as  directed  to  the  officers  of  the 
government. 

Mr.  Linn  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  but  afterwards  withdrew  the 
call. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  and  carried. 

Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  the  house  bill  for  the  extension  of 
the  port  ol  New  Orleans,  without  amendment,  and 
recommended  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  from  the  house,  making  appropriations 
for  fortifications  and  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities, was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fis- 
cal bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  rose  and  addressed  the  se- 
nate for  near  two  hours  against  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  contending  that  a national  bank  was 
unconstitutional  and  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Nicholson  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  nothing  contained  in  the  bill  should  take 
away  or  impair  the  light  of  any  state  to  tax  the  real 
and  personal  property  of  said  bank,  including  its 
debts  due  on  account,  its  notes,  bills,  bonds,  mort- 
gages, contracts  and  public  stocks,  whether  the 
same  w as  in  possession  or  under  the  immediate  ma- 
nagement of  said  bank,  or  any  person,  agent  or  trus- 
tee, in  the  same  manner  that  states  had  the  right  to 
tax  their  ow  n institutions. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Ni- 
cholson, Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Sevier  and  Young,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  and  Huntington, 
after  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the 
amendment  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRobeits, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbu- 
ry, Wright,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Simmons,  Smith,  of  lnd.  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
While,  Woodbridge — 27. 

Mr.  Walker  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  business  of  the  bank  should  be  confined 
to  buying  and  selling  bills  or  exchange  not  having 
more  than  180  days  to  run. 

Mr.  Walker,  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  his 
proposition. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  not,  but  that  the 
amendments  would  be  gone  on  with. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost:  ayes  16,  noes  23. 

Alter  a few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Walker,  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Cuth- 
bert,  Linn,  Mouton,  Pierce,  Sturgeon,  Walker — 9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tap- 
pan,  White,  Woodbridge,  Young — 28. 

Mr.  Benton  said  there  were  various  amendments, 
and  asked  if  the  senate  would  adjourn. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  under  the  impression  that  all  the 
amendments  could  be  offered  to-morrow,  and  the 
bill  be  printed,  and  the  question  taken  at  some 
early  day,  he  would  move  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  his  sincere  wish  that 
the  amendments  might  be  brought  to  a close. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  had  two,  but  he  would  not 
take  up  more  than  an  hour. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  21.  Mr.  Morehead  presented  a petition  of  a 
very  large  and  respectable  number  ol  citizens  of 
Louisville,  Ky.  for  a bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  a remonstrance  of  citizens  of 
Belmout  county,  Ohio,  against  a United  States 
bank,  a protective  tariff,  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  and  against  all  manner  of 
fiscalilies.  Also,  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  ol 
citizens  of  the  same  county,  and  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; all  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Berrien  moved  that  the  bill  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary  to  extend  the  time  lor  com- 
pleting the  6th  census  of  a parish  in  Louisiana,  and 
one  in  Kentucky,  to  1st  January,  1842,  he  taken 
up.  The  motion  was  carried;  the  bill  was  read, 
engrossed  to  a third  reading,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien,  the  bill  for  changing 
the  place  of  trial  of  general  Gratiot,  (rom  the  state 
ol  Missouri  to  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken 
up. 

After  some  conversation  by  Messrs.  Berrien,  Bu- 
chanan, Henderson.  Prestcni,  Benton,  McRoberts , 
Clay,  ot  Alabama,  Walker  and  Woodbury,  the  morn- 
ing hour  having  expired,  the  bill  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  Merrick  from  the  committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  from  the  house,  mak- 
ing further  provisions  for  the  pauper  lunatics  of  the 
District  ol  Columbia.  Also,  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  lor  ten  years  tire  Mechanics’  Re- 
lief society  of  Alexandria. 

The  fiscal  bank  bill  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Allen  offered  an  amendment,  making  the 
stockholders  liable  for  the  obligations  of  Ihe  insti- 
tution. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton 
and  Clay  the  amendment  was  rejected,  bv  the  lollow- 
ing  vote: 

YEaS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Southard  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 25. 

Mr.  Allen  offered  and  amendment  striking  out 
the  provision  permitting  corporations  to  become 
stockholders  in  the  bank. 

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Al- 
len and  Buchanan,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier^  Smith, 
ot  Connecticut.  Sturgeon,  Tapan,  Walker,  Woodbury. 
Wright,  Young-21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Lid. 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 25. 

Mr.  Walker  offered  an  amendment  providing  that 
no  loan  should  be  made  by  said  bank  or  any  office 
of  discount  and  deposite  to  any  corporation. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Walker  and 
Clay,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected, as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts, Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Stur- 
geon, Tapan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright,  Young— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayardj 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  lnd.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White 
Woodbridge— 26.  ’ 

Mr.  Calhoun  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
in  the  7th  section,  Ihe  clause  giving  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  power  to  sell  the  one-third  to  be 
subscribed  by  the  United  States,  in  case  it  is  not 
otherwise  taken;  and  to  insert  a provision,  that  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  held  by  the  bank  maybe 
sold  at  any  time,  by  the  previous  assent  otcongress, 
on  paying  the  par  value  in  specie  at  the  bank. 

Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Clay,  ofKy.  made  some  re- 
marks on  this  proposition,  and,  alter  a slight  modi- 
fication by  Mr.  King,  the  vote  on  the  amendment 
was  taken,  and  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham^ 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  While, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Calhoun  offered  an  amendment  in  the  14th 
fundamental  article,  to  strike  out  all  between  the 
line  154,  and  the  word  “it  ” in  line  169,  and  insert  a 
provision  that  half  yearly  dividends  be  made  of  the 
nett  profit  ol  the  bank,  as  shall  appear  advisable,  not 
exceeding  three  and  a half  per  cent,  for  any  one 
year,  allowing  for  the  expenditures  of  the  bank, 
providing  that  it  does  not  exceed  — per  cent,  jier 
annum  on  the  capital  of  the  hank,  and  a sum  not 

exceeding dollars  tor  the  erection  of  buildings; 

and  all  excess  to  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States;  but  ii  it  at  any  time  fall  short  of 
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three  and  a half  per  cent,  congress  shall,  out  of  the 
previous  surplus,  appropriate  a sum  sufficient  for 
the  deficit. 

The  question  on  this  proposition  being  taken  was 
decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberfs,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Bierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young— -22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Bhelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Buchanan  offered  an  amendment  to  the  18th 
fundamental  rule,  providing  that  the  bank  should 
not  discount,  &c.  when  the  notes  in  circulation  and 
the  private  deposites , exceeded  three  times  the 
amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King.  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White, 
Wo  od  b ri  d ge — 26 . 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, offered  an  amendment  pro- 
viding that  the  capital  of  said  bank  shall  be  distri- 
buted among  the  branches,  in  proportion  to  the  do- 
mestic exports  of  the  states  in  which  they  are  situ- 
ated, and  that  this  proportion  be  adjusted  every  five 
years. 

It  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala  Wal- 
ker and  Benton;  and  after  which  rejected,  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Pierce,  Sevier.  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright— 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans.  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Porter.  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge— 27. 

Mr.  Nicholson  offered  an  amendment  providing 
that  if  any  board  of  directors  of  any  of  the  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite  convert  to  their  use  in  any 
way  whatever,  or  loan  with  or  without  interest  any 
portion  of  the  public  money  deposited  thertin  for 
safe  keeping,  every  such  act  shall  he  adjudged  a 
violation  of  the  charter.  It  was  rejected,  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Porter.  Prentiss.  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 26„ 
Mr.  Williams  offered  several  slight  verbal  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to. 

Also,  an  amendment  to  Ihe  22d  fundamental  ar- 
ticle, providing  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  shall  be 
redeemable  at  the  branches  where  paid  out. 

This  being  briefly  advocated  by  Mr.  William  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  was  rejected  without 
a division. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment  striking  out 
the  clause  fixing  the  value  ol  gold  coins  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  bank. 

He  objected  to  fixing  the  price  of  coins  in  a bank 
bill  at  all. 

Mr.  Clay  briefly  opposed  it.  The  amendment 
was  then  rejected — yeas  22,  nays  25. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment  striking  out 
the  clause  authorising  the  dealing  in  coin.  This 
being  discussed  by  Messrs.  Benton  and  Huntington, 
was  rejected,  by  the  same  vote  as  that  cn  tiie  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Buchanan,  above. 

Mr.  Berrien  offered  the  following  amendment: 
13th  page,  9th  sec.  2d  line,  strike  out  the  words 
“six  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,”  and 
insert  the  words,  “ten  dollars  on  each  share.” 

14th  page,  9th  sec.  29th  line,  strike  out  from  the 
word  “amt,”  inclusive,  to  the  end  of  the  section, 
and  insert  the  words  “provided  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  as 
soon  as  ten  dollars  on  each  share  are  paid,  in  man- 
ner herein  provided,  to  appoint  three  directors,  who 
shall  serve  until  they  are  superseded  by  appoint- 
ments made  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
as  herein  before  provided;  and  provided,  that  as 
soon  as  the  sum  of  $6,500,000,  in  bullion,  gold  or 
silver  coin,  or  in  treasury  notes,  shall  have  been 
actually  received  on  account  of  the  subscriptions  to 
the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  (exclusively  of  the  J 


subscription  of  ten  millions  aforesaid,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States),  the  operations  of  the  same  shall 
thenceforth  commence  and  continue  at  the  city  of 
Washington.” 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  whole  effect  of  the  amendment 
was  to  bring  forward  the  time  of  the  bank’s  com- 
mencing operations  one  month. 

After  a brief  discussion  by  Messrs.  Wright  and 
Berrien,  it  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
mage,  White,  Woodbridge — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Claj-,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Young — 22. 

The  amendments  now  having  been  completed, the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and 
that  it  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  suggested  to  the  senator  to  move 
the  printing  alone,  and  leave  the  bill  as  the  unfi- 
nished business  for  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Clay  not  assenting,  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  making  provision  for  a 
home  squadron,  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Berrien  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
to-morrow  to  take  up  the  bankrupt  bill. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  July  15.  The  journal  of  Wednesday 
was  read  and  approved. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  J.G.  Floyd, 
calling  for  certain  information  in  relation  to  the 
case  of  Alexander  McLeod.  Mr.  Morgan  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Fillmore  requested  his  colleague  to  give  way 
to  enable  the  house  to  go  into  committee  to  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  fortification  bill.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan was  willing  he  said  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union;  on  which  motion  the  vote  stood:  ayes  46, 
noes  33.  So  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Truman  Smith  moved  a call  of  the  house — 
which  was  ordered. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  109  members  an- 
swered to  their  names — no  quorum  present. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  were  then  called, 
when  140  members  appeared  to  be  present.  And 
a quorum  being  now  present — on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams,  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call 
were  dispensed  with. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  that 
the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  the  vote  stood:  ayes  63, 
noes  51;  a quorum  precisely.  So  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  w hole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Winlhrop, 
of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  house  bill  No.  8,  being  a bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for  ord- 
nance, and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Clifford,  appropriating  $6,000  for  the  repairs  of  forts 
Preble  and  Scainmel,  in  Portland  harbor,  Maine. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Fillmore,  Clif- 
ford, Profit,  Fessenden  and  Dawson,  the  question 
was  taken  and  the  amendment  rejected. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$50,000  for  the  repairs  of  the  fort  on  the  Pea  Patch 
island,  in  Delaware  river. 

The  chairman  declared  the  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$4,000  for  woiks  in  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth,  N. 
H. — which,  after  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Mher- 
ton, Fillmore,  and  Meriwether,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mi.  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
after  the  43d  line,  by  appropriating  a sum  (if  ne- 
cessary) for  a fort  at  Havre  de  Grace,  not  exceed- 
ing $25,000. 

Mr.  Fillmore  raised  the  point  that  this  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order. 

The  chairman  decided  that,  under  the  76th  rule 
the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Williams  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair;  and,  alter  a few  remarks  from  him,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken — and  the  committee  affirmed  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  reserv- 
ing the  question,  as  he  was  apprehensive  that  there 
was  some  mistake  about  the  matter,  would  move  to 


reduce  the  appropriation  for  Fort  Washington  from 
$35,000  (o  $5,000. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  addressed  a letter  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how 
the  facts  stood. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Snyder  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  he 
reduced  the  amount  from  $50,000  to  (which  was 
the  proposition  that  had  been  rejected  yesterday) 
to  $20,000  for  repairs  of  the  fort  on  Pea  Patch  is- 
land, the  amendment  would  then  be  in  order? 

The  chairman  said  it  would. 

Mr.  S.  then  offered  his  amendment,  which  re- 
newed briefly  the  discussion  of  yesterday  in  rela- 
tion to  the  title  to  this  island,  and  in  which  Messrs. 
Fillmore,  Snyder,  Toland,  C.  Brown,  of  Pa.  Ferris, 
Gamble,  Bidlack  and  Gordon,  took  part;  when  Mr. 
Snyder,  at  the  request  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Bid- 
lack)  withdrew  his  amendment,  announcing  his  in- 
tention to  offer  it  in  the  house,  where  the  sense  of 
the  house  could  be  tested  upon  it. 

And  the  bill  having  bepn  gone  through  with — 

Mr.  Shepperd,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  with  the 
intention  of  making  some  general  remarks  on  the 
bill,  but  yielded  to  Mr.  Barnard,  who  expressed  his 
desire  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Barnard  desired,  he  said  to  address  an  inqui- 
ry to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  (Mr.  Fillmore).  Among  the  recommenda- 
tions from  the  war  department  for  appropriations  to 
be  made,  there  was  a sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars 
(Mr.  B.  was  understood  to  say)  proposed  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  arrearages  of  money  already  due,  and 
money  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
public  works  upon  various  harbors  and  rivers.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  it  was  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a bill  at  the  present  session  appropriating  mo- 
ney for  these  purposes? 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  the  subject  bad  been  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  that  the  committee  had  come  to  the  con- 
conclusion  not  to  report  in  favor  of  the  object  allud- 
ed to. 

Mr.  Barnard  said  that  he  would  propose  an 
amendment  covering  the  appropriations  to  which 
he  had  referred. 

And,  after  some  explanatory  remarks,  Mr.  B. 
moved  an  amendment  containing  a number  of  items 
of  appropriations  for  amounts  due  lor  arrearages 
and  required  lor  the  preservation  of  the  public  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  was  not  less  anxious  than 
his  colleague  that  appropriations  for  these  objects 
should  be  made,  but  he  [Mr.F.]  felt  bound  to  raise 
the  point  whether  the  amendment  was  in  order.  If 
it  was  admitted,  it  opened  the  door  to  all  others. 

He  would  suggest  to  his  colleague  the  propriety 
of  disembairassing  the  bill,  by  withdrawing  t'na 
amendment,  and  introducing  a resolution  in  the 
house  instructing  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
to  report  a bill  lor  this  object.  He,  [Mr.  F.]  for 
one,  would  give  such  a resolution  bis  support,  be- 
cause he  deemed  it  justand  right.  And  if  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  thought  that  this  was  a legi- 
timate and  proper  amendment  here,  he  [Mr.  F.] 
would  vote  for  it. 

The  chairman,  remarking  that  it  was  usual  to 
make  appropriations  for  harbors  and  fortifications 
in  different  bills,  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Barnard  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  which  was  argued  for  some  time  by 
Messrs.  Hunt,  Babcock,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Fillmore, 
and  Barnard,  when  the  question  being  put,  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

A lengthy  discussion  arose  on  Ihe  meiits  of  the 
bill  and  of  the  system  of  fortifications  in  general,  in 
which  Messrs.  Underwood,  Shepperd,  Parmenter, 
Fillmore,  Rencher,  Mallory,  Dawson,  Saltonstall, 
McKay,  Mason,  Alford,  Rhelt  and  others,  partici- 
pated. 

Mr.  Everett  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  committee  only  for  a few  mi- 
nutes. 

But,  in  obedience  to  a very  general  call  that  the 
committee  rise,  Mr.  E.  yielded  (he  floor  for  that 
motion;  which  prevailing — Ihe  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  16  The  journal  of  yesterday  wa3 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Bidlack,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented  a 
memorial,  asking  for  a repeal  of  the  act  of  1832, 
which  admits  railroad  iron  free  of  dut}'.  Referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

By  unanimous  consent,  petitions  were  presented 
by  the  following  gentlemen,  and  were  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committees: — Messrs.  McKeon,  of 
N.  Y.  Winthrop,  of  Mass,  and  Goode,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Garrett  Davis  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions; which  were  read  for  iniormation: 
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Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  the  secretary  ot  war,  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general  do  severally  re- 
port to  this  house,  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  the  publio  service,  in 
any  manner,  in  their  respective  departments,  or  in  any 
business  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  such  de- 
partments, either  in  or  out  of  Washington  city;  and 
that  they  also  report  the  duties  required  by  law  and 
performed  by  all  such  persons;  what  portion  of  their 
time  is  required  in  the  performance  of  such  duties; 
what  is  their  compensation  severally;  and  what  reform 
and  retrenchment  may  be  reasonable  and  practicable 
in  diminishing  the  number  of  persons  so  employed  in 
the  public  service — excepting  all  soldiers,  marines,  and 
sailors,  and  their  officers  in  the  service  of  the  U.  States 
from  the  operation  hereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  do  re- 
port to  the  house  of  representatives  at  the  next  session, 
m what  medium  or  currency  the  several  pension 
agents,  since  March,  1839,  have  paid  the  several  pen- 
sions within  their  agencies. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  do,  at 
the  next  session,  report  to  this  house  what  sums  shall 
have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  in  virtue  of  all  laws 
limiting  the  pay  or  other  emoluments  of  any  officer  or 
other  person  in  the  employment  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  house  a list  of  all  the  officers 
of  the  government  who  derive  their  appointments  from 
the  nomination  of  the  president  and  concurrence  of 
the  senate,  who  have  been  removed  from  office  since 
the  4th  of  March  last,  denoting  in  such  list  their  names 
and  grades,  and  dates  of  their  removals,  and  the  persons 
appointed  in  their  place;  also  a like  list  of  the  names 
of  those  whose  term  of  service  being  limited  to  four 
years  were  not  renominated  to  the  senate,  and  a like 
list  of  the  names  of  those  nominated  in  their  places. 

And  be  it  farther  resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
the.  secretary  of  war,  and  the  postmaster  general,  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons removed  from  office  or  the  employment  of  the  go- 
vernment (other  than  those  appointed  by  the  president 
and  senate)  and  the  names  of  those  appointed  or  em- 
ployed in  their  places  since  the  4th  of  March  last. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McKay  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  it  was 
in  order  to  offer  this  as  an  amendment  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  the 
resolution  had  been  received. 

Some  conversation  took  place  oh  this  point. 

Mr.  Bolts  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Davis]  to  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  to  enable  him  to  move  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  insisted  that  he  was  entitled  to 
the  floor  on  his  amendment. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  was  not  entitled  to  the 
floor,  but  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who 
moved  the  previous  question,  was  entitled  thereto. 

Mr.  Stanly  insisted  that  the  resolution  had  not 
been  received,  and  that  no  sooner  had  the  resolution 
and  the  amendment  been  read,  than  he  objected. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question — Mr.  Bolts  again  asked  Mr. 
G.  Davis  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson]. 

“That  they  also  report  the  names  of  all  officers  remov- 
ed under  similar  circumstances,  since  the  fourth  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  fourth  of  March,  1841;’’  and,  also, 
to  inform  this  house  why  they  have  not  removed  faith- 
less and  incompetent  officers  with  greater  despatch 
than  they  have  done. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  accepted  this  amendment  as  a mo- 
dification of  his  own  resolution. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  suggested  to  Mr. 
Bolls  so  to  modify  his  amendment  as  to  inquire, 
“and  why  they  had  removed  competent  and  faith- 
ful officers.” 

Mr.  Bolls  declined;  and  was  understood  to  re- 
mark that  he  did  so  fur  the  reason  that  competent 
and  faithful  officers  had  not  been  removed. 

The  speaker  said  this  conversation  was  not  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Clifford  desired,  he  said,  that  a division 
should  be  tiad  on  the  resolution  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis],  as  modi- 
fied, so  as  to  have  the  question  taken  first  on  the  re- 
solution as  originally  moved  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  then  on  the  modification  as  propos- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Weller  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion which;  were  ordered. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a question  of  or- 
der. 


Mr.  Adams,  not  having  been  in  his  seat,  he  said, 
when  the  resolution  was  offered,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  resolution  and  amendments. 

Mr.  Turney  objected  on  the  ground  that  the  reso- 
lution had  been  lead  more  than  once  already. 

The  speaker  said  a member  had  a right  to  have 
read  a proposition  on  which  he  had  to  vote. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Turney  appealed.  And 
the  question  on  the  appeal  being  taken,  the  house 
affirmed  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  resolution  and  amendments  were  then  again 
read. 

Mr.  Bolls  then  explained  that  it  was  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  John 
son]  that  he  had  desired  to  offer  his  amendment, 
and  not  to  the  original  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis] . He  would  be  glad 
if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  so  as  to  enable 
him  to  put  his  proposition  in  the  right  place. 

The  speaker  said  the  question  first  pending  was 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Stanly],  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

And  the  question  on  that  motion  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative;  yeas  65,  nays  114. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  said  that,  to  enable  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bolts]  to  place  his  amendment 
where  it  properly  belonged,  he,  [Mr.  £>.]  would 
withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Bolts  then  offered  his  amendment  as  an 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson]  and  renewed  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  submitted  to  the  chair  that  the  pre- 
vious question  had  been  ordered  by  the  house,  and 
therefore  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bolts]  to  change  the  position  of 
his  amendment. 

The  speaker  said,  in  that  event,  it  could  only  be 
done  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Burnell  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion and  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Alford  rose  to  a point  of  order.  He  submit- 
ted to  the  chair  that  any  legislation  of  such  a de- 
scription as  was  involved  in  this  resolution  was  ex- 
cluded by  the  rule  which  had  been  adopted  for  the 
regulation  of  the  business  at  the  present  extra  ses- 
sion. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  resolution  had  been  re- 
ceived by  unanimous  consent,  and  that  it  was  in 
order  for  the  house,  by  unanimous  consent  to  set 
aside  the  rule  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Alford]  adverted. 

Mr.  Alford  submitted  to  the  chair  that  the  rule 
was  positive  and  imperative  in  its  requisitions.  The 
whole  of  this  proceeding  was  intended  for  mere  po- 
litical capital,  and  he  would  say  that  very  poor  ca- 
pital it  was.  He  did  not  believe  lhat  gentlemen  on 
either  side  would  make  any  bread  corn  out  of  it. 

The  speaker  said  that,  as  the  resolution  had  been 
received  by  unanimous  consent,  it  could  not  now, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  be  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Alford  wished,  he  said,  to  state  his  point 
of  order  expressly.  It  was  this:  the  house  had 
adopted  a rule  in  relation  to  the  legislation  of  this 
session,  which  positively  precluded  this  description 
of  legislation;  and  that  this  resolution,  although  not 
objected  to,  as  well  as  the  amendment,  could  not  be 
received  in  view  of  that  rule,  but  was  a direct 
omission  to  enforce  that  rule.  For  this  reason  he 
submitted  that  the  whole  subject  was  out  of  order. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  subject  was  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Alford  appealed  from  the  decision. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
rule  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Alford]-,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Penn,  submitted  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  in  order,  because  (he  was  understood  to 
say)  the  president  had  called  particular  attention  to 
this  subject-matter. 

Mr.  Alford  said  that  it  was  only  with  a view  to 
save  the  precious  time  of  the  house  that  he  had  in- 
terposed this  point  of  order.  He  would,  if  any  ob- 
jection was  made,  withdraw  his  appeal. 

So  the  appeal  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Bolts  (referring  to  the  objection  raised  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  Mr.  Sleenrod)  submitted 
to  the  speaker  that  the  chair  was  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  the  previous  question  had  been  ordered, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  not  in  order  for  him 
[Mr.  B.]  to  change  the  position  of  the  amendment 
he  had  offered. 

The  speaker  said  that,  on  a moment’s  reflection, 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  previous  question  had  not 
been  ordered,  and  that,  therefore,  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bolls]  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Bolts  then  again  offered  his  amendment  as  an 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson, 
and  moved  the  previous  qntstion. 


And  there  was  a second.  And  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

And  the  main  question  bping  first  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  proposed  by  Mr.  Bolts — Mr.  Hopkins  ask- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  a division  of  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bolts];  which 
was  ordered,  in  the  manner  hereafter  mentioned. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  Mr.  Bolts’  amendment,  to  wit: 

“That  they  also  report  the  names  of  all  officers  re- 
moved under  similar  circumstances,  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  188, 
nays  4. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  proposition  was  adopted. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  proposition,  to  wit: 

“And  also  to  inform  this  house  why  they  have  not 
removed  faithless  and  incompetent  officers  with  great- 
er despatch  than  they  have  done.” 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  34, 
nays  145. 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  proposition  was  re- 
jected. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  as  amended — Mr.  John- 
son asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Gilmer  called  for  the  reading  of  the  proposi- 
tion, w hich  was  read. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  120,  nays  78. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  as  amend- 
ed, was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  G.  Davis,  as  thus  amended — Mr.  Andrews,  of 
Ky.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  w-pre  order- 
ed, and  being  taken,  were:  yeas  128,  nays  71. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  act  of  Ihe  4th  of  July,  1840,  com- 
monly called  the  sub- treasury  law,  had  been  earned 
into  effect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Profit,  the  report  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  John  Tyler, 
jr.  esq.  his  private  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Winihrop,  of  Mass,  in  the  chair), 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  various  forti- 
fications, for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  lhat  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill  and  amendments  to 
the  house — a lengthy  discussion  arose  in  which 
Messrs.  Cushing,  Rhetl,  Pickens,  McKeon,  and 
others  participated. 

Mr.  C.  Brown  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing an  item  of  $20,000  for  the  repair  of  Fort  Mif- 
flin, in  the  Delaware  river. 

Mr.  Fillmore  doubted  if  the  amendment  was  in 
order,  as  this  must  be,  in  fact,  a new  work. 

Mr.  Brown  said  it  was  not;  an  appropriation  had 
been  made  for  it,  and  some  of  the  money  had  been 
expended. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  argue  the  necessity  of 
the  appropriation,  and  dwelt  with  much  earnest- 
ness on  'he  unprotected  condition  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Waterson  having  obtained  the  floor,  was 
about  to  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Mason,  made 
yesterday,  when  the  chair  pronounced  him  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Walerson,  to  obtain  a wider  range  of  remark, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  enact- 
ing clause:  a motion  which,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  house,  throws  open  every  subject  connected 
with  the  bill  to  free  debate. 

Mr.  W.  having  spoken  for  an  hour,  was  follow- 
ed by  Messrs.  Wise,  Fillmore  and  Cushing.  When, 
after  a few  remarks  fiom  Mr.  Underwood,  that  gen- 
tleman yielded  to  a motion  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
(after  some  conversation)  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
furnish  a statement  showing  the  amount  of  unexpend- 
ed appropriations  for  fortifications  for  the  year  1841, 
and  the  time  in  which  such  unexpended  balances  will 
be  expended. 

Mr.  Profit  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That,  from  and  after  two  o’clock  P.  M.  to- 
morrow, all  debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  house 
bill  No.  8 shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed 
to  vote  on  the  amendments  then  pending,  or  that  may 
be  offered  to  said  bill;  and  the  same  shall  then  be  re- 
ported to  the  house  with  such  amendments  as  may 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee:  Provided,  Thar, 
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nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  prevent  the  committee 
{from  reporting  the  bill  to  the  house  at  an  earlier  hour 
if  .it  shall  think  proper. 

Mr.  P.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  which  motion,  by  ayes  66,  noes  75,  was  re- 
jected. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  house  adjourn,  which 
was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered  on 
taking  the  main  question,  and  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  77,  nays  71. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Medill  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

" Mr.  Clifford  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion,  by  ayes  74,  noes  77,  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken 
on  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
77,  nays  76. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  July  17.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Arnold  rose  and  moved  a reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  following  resolution  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Profit  had  been  adopted: 

Resolved.  That,  from  and  after  two  o’clock  P.  M.  to- 
morrow, all  debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  house 
bill  No.  8 shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed 
to  vote  on  the  amendments  then  pending,  or  that  may 
be  offered  to  said  bill;  and  the  same  shall  then  be  re- 
ported to  the  house  with  such  amendments  as  may 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  prevent  the  committee 
from  reporting  the  bill  to  the  house  at  an  earlier  hour 
if  it  shall  think  proper. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, Mr.  A.  addressed  the  house  at  considerable 
length,  after  lie  had  concluded  Mr.  Triplett  called 
the  previous  question. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood — 
ayes  S3,  noes  83,  a tie. 

And  the  casting  vote  falling  on  the  speaker,  that 
gentleman  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

And  the  vote  thus  stood — ayes  84,  noes  83. 

So  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Cranston  inquired  of  the  speaker  it  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  a call  of  the  house? 

Tile  speaker  replied  not  at  this  time;  the  motion 
came  too  late,  the  main  question  having  been  or- 
dered. 

And  the  question  “shall  the  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tion be  reconsidered?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  yeas  103,  nays  89. 

Mr.  Proffil  then  withdrew  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Roosevelt , from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  trom  the  se- 
nate entitled  “an  act  to  amend  the  act  to  provide 
lor  taking  the  sixth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,”  approved  March 
3,  1839,  and  the  acts  amending  the  same. 

Tlie  bill  having  been  read  twice  by  its  title,  Mr. 
Roosevell  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  efigrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  at  large,  Mr.  Floyd 
raised  the  question  of  order  that  the  bill  did  not  come 
within  the  rule  of  the  house  prescribing  and  limit- 
ing the  subject-matters  to  be  acted  on  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress. 

The  speaker  overruled  the  objection. 

Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Randall,  of  Maryland,  hav- 
ing risen  simultaneously,  the  speaker  gave  the  floor 
to  Mr.  Adams,  who  said  he  and  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Randall ] had  risen  probably  for  the 
same  purpose. 

He  [Mr.  A.]  understood  there  was  some  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  returns  from  a portion  of  the 
state  of  Maryland. 

If  such  was  the  fact,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  pro- 
per that  the  bill  should  be  made  to  embrace  that 
subject  now.  He  would,  however,  yield  the  floor 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  enable  him  to 
submit  such  a motion  as  the  nature  ot  the  ease 
might  require. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Maryland,  thanked  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr  .Adams']  for  the  floor. 
He  [Mr.  R.]  would  have  preferred  that  that  gen- 
tleman should  have  made  the  motion,  as  he  had  put 
that  gentleman  in  possession  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  state  that  he  desired  to  in- 
troduce an  amendment  into  the  bill  just  reported,  in 
order  to  make  provision  for  retaking  the  census  of 
Montgomery  county,  Maryland,  which  bad  been  so 
defectively  taken  as  to  represent  the  number  of  the 
population  of  that  county  about  5,000  souls  less  than 
the  number  in  the  census  of  1830.  Mr.  R.  had  in 


Iris  possession  proofs  of  these  defects  and  omissions, 
and,  among  others,  certificates  from  the  clerk  of  the 
United  States  court  in  the  district  of  Maryland 
shewing  that  indictments  had  been  found  against 
some  of  the  deputies  of  the  marshal  in  that  county 
for  their  mal-feasance  or  non-feasance  in  office  by 
reason  of  these  very  defects  and  omissions.  This 
amendment  could  not  delay  the  completion  of  the 
census,  as  Montgomery  county  adjoins  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  the  retaking  of  the  census  as  con- 
templated by  him  could  be  completed  and  returned 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  now  allowed  by 
the  bill  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  objects.  But 
this  matter  might  be  Left,  if  thought  advisable,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of  state,  under  whose 
supervision  the  whole  subject  was  placed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  committee  on  mi- 
litary affairs  was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Raub,  in  relation  to  a 
machine,  calculated  for  harbor  and  coast  defence, 
for  scalding  all  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  in 
less  than  no  time. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
currency,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  the  currency 
have  leave,  after  this  day,  to  sit  during  the  session  of 
the  house. 

After  some  explanations  between  Messrs.  Rhett 
and  Sergeant  in  relation  to  the  necessity  for  the 
adoption  thereof,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Winthrop,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  various  fortifications,  for  ordnance,  and  for 
preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Water- 
son  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Underwood  addressed  the  committee  gene- 
rally in  relation  to  the  bill. 

The  speaker  resumed  the  chair  temporarily  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  laying  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war 
in  answer  to  a call  for  information,  made  under  a 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wise  yesterday  on  the 
subject  of  the  fortification  bill. 

The  communication,  having  been  read,  was  re- 
ferred, on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  thestate  of  the  union  havingcharge 
of  the  said  bill,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chairman  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Ferris,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  defence  of 
the  bill,  and  more  particularly  in  reply  to  the  ob- 
jections of  Mr.  Underwood. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Burnell  and  Cushing  supported  the  bill 
at  considerable  length  and  with  much  ability. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  McKay,  who 
yielded  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Bolts  offered  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read: 

Resolved,  That  at  12  o’clock  on  Tuesday  next  all  de- 
bate in  committee  of  the  whole  on  house  bill  No.  8 shall 
cease,  and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on 
the  amendments  then  pending  to  said  bill,  and  the 
same  shall  then  be  reported  to  the  house,  with  such 
amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee: Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  resolution  shall 
prevent  the  committee  from  reporting  the  bill  to  the 
house  at  an  earlier  hour  if  it  shall  think  fit. 

Mr.  B.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  having  been  called  for,  Messrs.  Boardman, 
of  Connecticut,  and  McKeon,  of  New  York,  were 
appointed.  And  the  question  on  seconding  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  ayes  87,  noes  73. 

So  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution;  w hich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  that  the 
house  do  now  adjourn;  which  motion,  by  ayes  84, 
noes  90,  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken 
on  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution), and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas 
99,  nays  84.  So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house 
adjourned  until  Monday,  at  10  o’clock. 

Monday,  July  19.  Mr.  Hunt,  on  leave,  presented 
the  petition  of  James  Smith  and  107  others,  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a bankrupt  law;  w'hich  on  motion  of  Mr. 
H.  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  the  hope  that  the  states 
would  be  called  for  petitions. 


Mr.  Cave  Johnson  (referring  to  the  resolution 
which  had  been  adopted  to  take  the  fortification 
bill  out  of  committee  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock) 
moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  for  the  purpose 
of  resuming  the  consideration  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  not,  as  this  was  probably  the 
last  day  of  the  present  session  on  which  petitions 
would  be  received. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson;  and,  by  ayes  120,  noes  not 
counted,  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  TFm- 
throp,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Watlerson  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill — 

Mr.  McKay  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor)  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill  at  considerable  length. 

[A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  through  John  Tyler,  jr. 
his  private  secretary.] 

Mr.  Litllefield,  of  Maine,  read  a speech,  in  which 
after  objecting  to  the  putting  into  one  bill  the  ap- 
propriations for  fortifications  and  those  to  pay  the 
Georgia  and  Florida  volunteers,  he  expressed  his 
approbation  of  the  payment  of  those  claims,  and  his 
purpose,  on  the  whole,  to  vote  for  the  bill,  though 
he  warmly  complained  that  it  contained  nothing 
for  his  own  state. 

Mr.  Fessenden  spoke  in  reply,  and  said  he  should 
not  have  addressed  the  committee  had  it  not  been 
for  a speech  of  such  extemporaneous  eloquence  as 
that  of  his  colleague,  and  what  he  understood  as  a 
direct  attack  upon  himself. 

Mr.  Profit  addressed  the  committee.  He  said  he 
should  vote  for  the  appropriations;  that  he  believed 
they  were  necessary  to  place  the  country  in  a pro- 
per state  of  defence.  He  reviewed  sundry  remarks 
made  by  various  gentlemen  in  opposition.  He  de- 
precated the  war  speeches  and  panics  got  up,  as  he 
believed,  for  political  purposes. 

Mr.  Wise  expressed  a wish  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Watlerson)  would  consent  to 
withdraw  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  and  he  would  then  move  to  strike 
out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Walterson  complied. 

Mr.  C.  Brown  also  having  withdrawn  his  amend- 
ment for  an  appropriation  for  Fort  Mifflin  — 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  W.  then  went  into  a speech  in  support  of  his 
motion. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  through 
A.  Dickins,  esq.  secretary  thereof,  informing  this 
house  that  that  body  had  passed  the  hill  authorising, 
the  raising  of  a loan  not  exceeding  twelve  millions 
of  dollars.] 

Mr.  Fillmore  replied  to  Mr.  Wise,  expressing  his 
strong  surprise  that  opposition  to  this  bill  should 
come  from  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Maryland,  made  a brief  speech  in 
correction  of  some  of  the  errors  into  which  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay, had  fallen,  especially  in  relation  to  the  forts  at 
Annapolis. 

Mr.  Dawson  addressed  the  committee  at  length 
in  support  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  concluded  by  earnestly  invoking  the 
patriotism  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  house 
in  time  of  peace  to  prepare  for  war,  and  not,  while 
protecting  the  north,  to  leave  the  whole  south  de- 
fenceless. 

Mr.  D.  having  concluded,  the  chairman  gave  (he 
floor  to  Mr.  Jones,  of  Maryland,  who  said  that  he 
desired  to  submit  some  remarks,  but  that,  as  the 
hour  was  getting  late,  he  would  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  numorous  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  in  that 
state,  praying  the  establishment  of  a national  bank; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  I.  was  referred  to  the  se- 
lect committee  having  charge  of  the  subject. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  given — Mr. 
Hunt  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  for  two  years  the  act  approved 
March  10,  1838,  entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  ‘an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned,’” 
approved,  20th  April,  1818. 

Mr.  H.  explained  that  he  had  adopted  this  course 
instead  of  introducing  a resolution,  which  he  sup- 
posed he  would  not,  under  the  rules,  be  able  to  get 
in.  He  considered  ihe  matter  to  be  one  of  great  irn- 
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portance,  and  his  object  was  to  have  the  bill  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  bill  having  been  read  once  by  its  title— Mr. 
Brewster  rose  and  objected  to  its  introduction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday , July  20.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was 
read  and  approved. 

The  speaker  presented  a communication  from  the 
president,  in  relation  to  the  law  of  the  10th  March, 
1838,  which  provides  tor  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  in  getting  up 
military  expeditions  against  foreign  nations. 

Also,  one  in  relation  to  our  citizens  held  in  im- 
prisonment in  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  by  the  British 
government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  and  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallory,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Winihrop,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  various  fortifications,  for  ordnance,  and 
lor  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Jones,  ol  Maryland,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  from  yesterday,  then  addressed  the  committee 
during  his  allotted  hour. 

Mr.  Mallory  made  an  able  speech  in  favor  of  the 
continuation  and  completion  of  our  present  system 
of  defences  adopted  on  the  report  and  plan  of  gen. 
Bernard.  He  discussed  the  whole  subject  critical- 
ly, showing  the  superiority  of  land  fortifications 
over  floating  batteries. 

Mr.  Boardman  said  he  should  vote  for  the  bill, 
even  if  it  appropiiated  double  the  amount  proposed. 
It  was  thought  by  some  that  a war  with  England 
was  inevitable;  and  it  was  asserted  that,  if  such 
should  be  the  case,  we  would  be  whipped  the  first 
year.  Why,  said  he,  make  such  a degrading  ad- 
mission? It  was  not  necessary  that  we  should  be 
whipped  at  any  time,  if  we  would  only  prepare  for 
war  when  we  ought  to  do  it.  He  said  the  people 
would  sustain  them  in  making  these  appropriations. 
They  found  fault  with  the  last  administration,  be- 
cause it  used  the  people’s  money  for  the  purpose  of 
corruption,  and  neglected  these  fortifications,  and 
left  them  in  the  dilapidated  state  they  now  are. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Mason  said  that  although  he  should 
vote  for  this  bill,  he  would  not  do  it  for  the  purpose 
of  casting  opprobrium  on  the  late  administration. 
He  believed  that  the  position  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions made  these  appropriations  necessary,  and  in 
accordance  with  this  opinion,  he  proposed  an 
amendment,  by  inserting  a provision  that  the  first 
two  sections  thereof  (i.  e.  those  which  relate  to  for- 
tifications and  ordnance)  should ‘have  no  effect  in 
the  event  of  our  difficulties  W'ith  Great  Britain  be- 
ing brought  to  an  amicable  termination,  of  which 
fact  the  president  should  judge,  &c.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Weller  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  unnecessary — there  being  sufficient  unex- 
pended appropriations  on  hand. 

Twelve  o’clock  having  arrived,  the  debate  ceas- 
ed, and  the  house  proceeded  to  act  on  the  amend- 
ments, pending  and  offered  in  silence. 

After  they  had  been  passed  upon.  The  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Bolts  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
different  sections  of  the  biff  and  the  amendments, 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  house  proceeded  to 
act  on  the  amendment  reported  from  the  committee. 

The  biff  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  after  which  Mr.  L.  W.  Andrews  mov- 
ed that  the  third  reading  of  the  biff  be  postponed  to 
Monday  week. 

The  house  refused  to  postpone,  yeas  88,  nays  124. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  said  there  was  last  year  a deficit  in 
the  revenue  of  $7,000,000,  and  there  would  be  a de- 
ficiency this  year  of  $ 8,000,000,  and  from  what  was 
exhibited  on  this  floor,  it  was  quite  problematical 
whether  the  revenue  bill  could  pass.  He  thought 
that  this  biff  should  come  in  the  rear  of  that  one, 
and  not  appropriate  millions,  when  there  was  no- 
thing to  pay  it  with. 

Mr.  Green  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. — 
This  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative,  as  follows — yeas  SO,  nays  134. 

Mr.  Winthorp  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded. 

Mr.  McKeon  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Bid- 
lack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts, 
Bowne,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Milton  Brown, 


Charles  Brown,  Burnell,  YVm.  Butler,  William  O.  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N. 
Clarke,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  William  C.  Dawson,  Doig, 
John  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden, 
Fillmore,  Fornance,  A-  L.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates,  Gen- 
try, Giddings,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  P.  G.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Greig,  Gustine,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  S. 
Hastings,  Hays,  Henry.  Holmes,  Houck,  Howard,  Hud- 
son, Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack, 
James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Robert  McClellan, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Mathiott,  Mattocks,  Maxwell.  Maynard,  Meri- 
wether, Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard, 
Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope, 
Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander 
Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Simonton, 
Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Westbrook, 
Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Chris.  H. 
Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  John 
Young — 148. 

NAYS— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Ather- 
ton, Beeson,  Boyd,  Bronson,  A.  V.  Brown,  Burke,  S.  H. 
Butler,  G.  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  J.  Campbell, 
Cary,  Chapman,  Coles,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  De- 
berry, Doan,  Eastman,  J.  C.  Edwards,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Gerry,  W.  O.  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Harris,  John 
Hastings,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Lewis,  A.  McClellan, 
McKay,  Marchand,  J.  T.  Mason,  Mathews,  Miller, 
Oliver,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Reding, 
Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd, 
Steenrod,  Sumpter,  Sweeny,  Turney,  Walterson,  Wel- 
ler, J.  L.  White,  J.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  J. 
L.  Williams,  Wise — 66. 

So  the  bill  passed  as  it  was  reported  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  that 
the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
ordnance  bill  to  morrow.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  21.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
was  read  and  approved. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Chapman, 
of  Alabama,  and  Burke,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  inte- 
rest, to  lay  before  this  house  any  communication  from 
the  French  minister  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  re- 
lating to  our  commerce  and  navigation  with  France 
under  existing  treaties. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  same  committee,  moved 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
so  much  of  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  accompanying  documents  as  re- 
lates to  the  Potomac  bridge,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  commitlee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  same  committee,  moved 
to  be  discharged  from  so  much  of  the  message  and 
accompanying  documents  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  the  post  office  depart- 
ment; and  that  the  same,  together  with  a commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  enclos- 
ing a statement  from  the  auditor  of  the  post  office 
department  in  relation  to  temporary  clerks,  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  and  that  the  communication,  &c  be  printed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  f rom  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  a report  in  favor  of  a revision  of  the  tariff,  ac- 
companied by  a resolution  to  appoint  a committee 
of  nine  to  sit  in  the  recess  and  collect  information, 
with  a view  to  report  a proper  system  of  duties  at 
the  next  session. 

A debate  arose  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Winthrop  explained  the  report,  and  the  ob- 
jects of  it. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  in- 
veighed against  any  interference  with  the  compro- 
mise act.  The  resolution  was  the  initiatory  step 
to  a protective  tariff.  He  doubted  the  power  of  the 
house  to  constitute  a committee  to  sit  during  the 
recess. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  supported  Ihe  resolution,  and  main- 
tained the  power  to  create  such  a committee. 

Mr.  Pickens  violently  opposed  it  as  a scheme  to 
introduce  a protective  tariff. 

Mr.  Nisbel  advocated  the  resolution.  He  was 
an  anti-tariff  man,  but  he  wanted  information.  He 
did  not  consider  this  as  necessarily  involving  a de- 
sign to  revive  a protective  tariff.  He  thought  that 
the  people  of  the  south,  and  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  and  himself  among  them,  would 
have  to  abandon  some  of  their  former  positions, 
though  stiff  resolute  against  a protective  system. 


A largely  increased  revenue  was  necessary,  and 
must  be  raised  by  imports. 

Mr.  Wise  presented  his  objections  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  committee,  as  a point  of  order,  under 
Ihe  parliamentary  law.  The  chair  decided  against 
Mr.  Wise.  Messrs.  Briggs  and  Williams  stated 
cases  in  support  of  the  chair.  Mr.  Gilmer  then 
spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution.  He  was 
very  desirous  of  collecting  information,  practical 
facts,  on  the  subject  of  a tariff,  but  feared  that  the 
committee  would  be  made  too  exclusive  in  its  cha- 
racter, and  that  the  report  would  be  ex  parte.  But 
it  might  present  information  from  all  sections  and 
classes,  from  the  planters  of  the  south  and  the  gra- 
ziers ol  the  west,  as  well  as  the  manufacturers  of  the 
north. 

Mr.  Briggs  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  morning 
hour  having  elapsed,  Mr.  B.  gave  way  to  a mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Wise,  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  ori  the  state  of  the  union. 

1 Mr.  Underwood  and  Mr.  Sergeant  requested  Mr. 
Wise  to  withdrawn  his  motion  momentarily  to  en- 
able them  to  make  reports. 

Mr.  W.  assented  thereto. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
currency,  reported  a biff  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers of  a fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States;  which 
biff,  having  been  read  twice  by  its  title,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
with  amendments,  the  biff  from  the  senate,  to  repeal 
the  act  commonly  called  the  sub  treasury  law; 
which  said  biff  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Md.  the  amend- 
ments were  read. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  biff  and 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a biff,  accompanied  by 
a report,  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on  certain  con- 
ditions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  U.  the  biff  and  report  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  and  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Barnard,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, made  a report,  accompanied  by  a biff  to  estab- 
lish a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  United  States. 

The  biff  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  B.  the  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  understood  to  move  that  5,000 
extra  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Barnard  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  house  to  take 
up  the  bankrupt  bill  reported  from  the  committee  oil 
the  judiciary  for  considetation  at  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  he  presented  the  resolution  in 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  committee, 
though  he  was  himself  opposed  to  it.  He  desired 
the  action  of  congress  on  the  bankrupt  law  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Milton  Brown,  as  one  of  the  committee,  also 
expressed  his  dissent  from  the  resolution,  and 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  house  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table — yeas  1 18. 
nays  81. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  then  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  G'lmer 
in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  support 
of  a home  squadron. 

Mr.  Wise  explained  the  objects  of  the  biff,  and 
moved  an  amendment  to  make  it  optional  with  the 
secretary  to  use  two  steamers  or  employ  any  other 
equally  efficient  force. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  opposed  the  amendment  with 
great  earnestness.  He  insisted  on  the  steamers  as 
the  most  important  and  useful  portion  of  the  pro- 
posed naval  force.  (Mr.  Wise  withdrew  the 
amendment.)  Mr.  Adams  briefly  advocated  the 
biff.  He  pointed  to  the  urgent  importance  ol  such 
a measure,  in  view  of  the  grasping  and  pryingspirit 
ofthe  British  government,  which  was  now  sending 
its  men-ol-war  to  survey,  explore  and  sound  all  the 
shores  and  waters  ofthe  western  hemisphere. 

Mr.  McKay  objected  to  Ihe  form  of  the  biff,  as 
not  sufficiently  specific  as  to  the  details  ofthe  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  King  advocated  the  biff,  and  went  into  the 
whole  subject,  as  a memberol  the  naval  committee. 

After  a debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Gordon,  Mor- 
gan, Proffit,  Hopkins,  Merriwelher,  Wise  arid  others 
took  parr,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  biff  was  then  passed — yeas  184,  nays  8. 

The  house  adjourned  at  two  o’clock. 
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Congressional  abstract.  Business  is  now 
progressing  in  congress.  The  appropriation  for 
the  home  squadron,  passed  file  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  a vote  of  184  to  8.  The  sum  appro- 
priated is  $739,310,  for  the  construction  and  sub- 
sistance  of  two  frigates,  two  sloops,  two  armed 
steamers  and  some  small  vessels.  The  able  report 
made  upon  the  subject  by  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia, 
from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  we  have  in 
type,  and  shall  be  inserted  in  our  next.  The  bill 
authorising  a loan  of  twelve  millions,  with  a view 
of  dispensing  with  the  treasury  note  system,  has 
passed  both  houses  and  been  signed  by  the  pre- 
sident— as  has  also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  William  H.  Harrison.  Mr.  Clay’s 
bill  for  establishing  a fiscal  agent  is  yet  under 
discussion  in  the  senate  having  gone  through  with 
the  amendments  proposed,  the  bill  has  been  repott- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  printed;  meanwhile  a bill  simi- 
lar in  its  provisions,  has  been  reported  and  is  now 
before  the  house  of  representatives.  The  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
having  passed  the  house,  now  awaits  the  action  of 
the  seriate,  and  the  bill  repealing  the  sub-treasury 
law',  having  passed  the  senate  now  awaits  the  action 
of  the  house;  Mr.  Sergeant  from  the  committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred,  reported  if  with  some  amend- 
ments on  'Wednesday  last.  Bills  making  appio- 
priations  for  progressing  with  fortifications — for 
the  relief  of  the  lunatics  of  the  Distiict  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  navy  pension  bill,  have  severally  pass- 
ed the  house.  A bankrupt  bill,  similar  in  its  pro- 
visions to  the  one  that  passed  the  senate  last  ses- 
sion, was  reported  in  the  house  on  Wednesday,  and 
also  a bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 


CHRONICLE. 

Abstraction.  The  art  appears  to  have  been  re- 
duced to  a science,  not  invariably,  but  generally  suc- 
cessful One  day’s  mail  last  week  brought  in  accounts 
of  three  several  banks  having  been  entered,  locks  and 
bolts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  seven  stores 
and  counting  houses  were  entered  by  burglers  on 
Monday  night  last  in  Philadelphia. 

Another  great  robbery  has  been  perpetrated;  90,000 
dollars  was  abstacted  from  the  branch  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois,  at  Jackson,  by  meansof  false  keys,  on 
the  night  of  the  1 1 tli  instant.  Of  this  sum  $73,000 
was  in  paper,  $47,050  in  notes  of  the  parent  bank,  and 
die  rest  principally  in  notes  of  the  several  branches; 
$8,000  in  gold  and  $4,000  in  silver  was  taken,  and  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  institution  were  wantonly 
mutilated.  Five  thousand  dollars  reward  has  been  of- 
fered. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Maryland.  A meeting  of  the 
stockholders  recently  convened  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining the  condition  and  determining  whether  to 
continue  in  operation  or  to  wind  up  the  concern.  The 
condition  of  the  institution  was  diligently  inquired  into, 
and  reported,  first  by  the  board  of  directors  who  report 
the  stock  originally  $100,  to  be  worth  $73  96  without 
bonus  or  $75  30  with  bonus  included.  This  report 
was  referred  to  a committee  of  the  stockholders,  who 
after  a careful  examination  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  bank  ought  to  continue  in  operation,  only  one 
of  the  committee  dissenting.  This  report  has  been  as- 
sented to,  and  the  bank  is  therefore  to  continue  its  ope- 
rations. 

Ezekiel  Blackmarr,  departed  this  life  at  Thomp- 
son, Connecticut,  on  ihe  12th  ult.  in  the  99th  year  ot 
his  age.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Blackmarr.  and 
boru  in  Gloucester,  Rhode  Island,  in  August,  1742. — 
Seventy-nine  years  ago  last  May,  he  enlisted  as  a pri- 
vate in  the  troops  raised  in  the  British  colonies  to  take 
the  island  of  Cuba,  under  the  earl  of  Albemarle  and 
admiral  Pocock,  in  a regiment  commanded  by  colonel 
Israel  Putnam.  He  was  in  captain  John  Spalding’s 
company,  of  Plainfield;  lieut.  Smith  and  ensign  Penuel 
Hutchins,  of  Killingly.  General  Lyman,  of  Spring- 
field  or  Northampton,  was  col.  Putnam’s  superior  offi- 
cer. He  was  without  doubt  the  last  surviving  soldier 
at  the  taking  of  the  Moro  Castle,  and  the  oldest  in  ser- 
vice on  the  rolls  of  king  George  the  third.  He  sustain- 
ed through  life  the  character  of  an  honest  upright  citi- 
zen, and  retained  to  the  last,  in  a great  degree,  his  bo- 
dily and  mental  powers. 

Colonization  society.  The  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury of  this  society,  from  the  20ih  of  January  to  the 
11th  July,  the  present  year,  amounts  to  $19,751  18,  be- 
ing $6,234  33  more  than  were  received  during  the 
same  period  last  year.  The  African  Repository  says: 
“should  a similar  increase  be  realized  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  present  year,  the  board  will  be  able  to  carry 
on  the  ordinary  business  of  the  society,  and  do  much 
toward  the  extinguishment  of  the  old  debt,  if  not  to 
cancel  it  entirely.” 

Cotton.  Charleston , July  17.  More  inquiry  for 
the  article.  Sales  2,040  bales  at  8 to  10^  cents. — See 
foreign  items. 

Deaths.  Dr.  McNevin  “the  companion  of  Emmet 
in  the  attempted  revolution  of  Ireland,  long  years  ago, 
and  in  the  subsequent  imprisonment  and  exile  with 
which  that  attempt  was  punished,”  died  at  New  York, 
where  he  had  became  eminent  in  the  piactice  of  me- 


dicine, on  Monday  the  12th  inst.  in  the  79th  year  of 
his  age. 

Robert  Raymond  Ried,  late  governor  of  Florida,  died 
at  Tallahassee,  on  the  2d  instant,  of  congestive  fe- 
ver. He  has  been  in  some  measure  identified  with 
the  “rise  and  progress”  of  that  territory,  and  before 
his  emigration  thither  held  important  offices  in  the  state 
of  Georgia. 

Erie  harror.  The  Erie  Observer  of  the  3d  inslant 
says,  the  schooner  Experiment,  captain  Downs,  sailed 
from  this  port  on  Monday  evening  last  for  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  laden  with  passengers,  oats,  &c.  It 
may  perhaps  appear  a little  strange  to  our  readers  for 
us  to  state  that  vessels  leave  our  beautiful  harbor  for 
ports  on  the  Atlantic;  but  strange  as  it  may  appear, 
yet  it  is  a fact,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  we 
will  see  vessels,  in  the  port  of  Presque  Island,  that 
have  sailed  across  the  Atlantic.  At  Buffalo,  captain 
Downs  intends  to  take  down  the  masts  of  his  vessel 
and  pass  through  the  New  York  and  Erie  canal  to  the 
Hudson.  [Phil.  Sent. 

Fire.  The  Huntsville  Democrat  reports  the  de- 
struction by  fire,  of  the  bell  factory  in  Madison  coun- 
ty, Ala.  owned  by  Messrs.  Patton,  Donnegan  & Co. 
together  with  about  100  bales  of  cotton.  The  loss  es- 
timated at  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Florida.  It  is  believed  that  the  five  different  de- 
tachments which  col.  Worth  has  directed  to  visit  va- 
rious places  in  Florida,  will  he  the  meansof  breaking 
up  the  planting  grounds  and  strong  holds  of  the  hostile 
Indians. 

Coucoochee  and  his  band,  who,  our  readers  may  re- 
collect, were  captured  some  time  since,  and  sent  to 
New  Orleans,  have  been  reconducted,  by  the  orders 
of  colonel  Worth,  to  Florida,  where  it  is  contemplated 
to  use  him  in  the  future  conduct  of  the  war. 

Flour.  There  were  6,338  bbls.  and  340  half  bbls. 
inspected  last  week  in  Baltimore — prices  range  from 
$5  62  to  $5  75. 

At  Cincinnati  $4. 

- The  house  of  commons,  of  Great  Britain,  consists  of 
645  members. 

Lightning  rods  should  not  re  painted.  All  the 
metals  are  good  conductors  of  electricity.  Oil  is  a non- 
conductor. 

McLeod  case.  By  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
of  New  York,  inserted  in  this  number  of  the  Register, 
the  prisoner  is  remanded  for  a jury  trial.  We  learn 
that  the  idea  of  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the  su- 
preme court  to  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors, 
has  been  abandoned,  and  that  the  case  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  prisoner’s  counsel,  is  removed  to  Oneida, 
where  the  prisoner  is  now  in  custody,  awaiting  his  trial 
by  a jury  of  that  county.  The  trial  is  to  take  place  in 
September  next. 

Menageries.  An  English  paper  states  that  the 
owner  of  an  ambulating  menagerie  lately  calculated 
that  if  all  the  ferocious  animals  which  are  now  confined 
in  Europe  were  let  loose  in  an  immense  forest,  it  would 
contain  325  lions,  2S9  tigers,  102  leopards,  270  pan- 
thers, 67  elephants,  10  rhinoceroses,  2.700  wolves,  77 
rattle  snakes,  216  boa  constrictors,  1,040  hyenas,  and 
96  crocodiles. 

Midshipmen.  Numerous  applications  to  the  depart- 
ment tor  appointments  continue  to  he  made,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  has  been  made  public,  that  the  corps 
was  filled  to  overflowing  previous  to  the  4th  March 
last,  and  that  consequently  no  vacancies  exist. 

New  York;  statistics  of  the  city.  A new  busi- 
ness directory  gives  the  following  as  among  the  most 
numerous  trades  and  professions  in  New  York:  Com- 
mission merchants  about  500;  importers  (58  classes) 
500;  grocers  550;  lawyers  596;  brokers,  (27  classes). 
314;  auctioneers  59;  hotels  58;  porter  houses  161;  re- 
storators  70;  hardware  dealers  61;  hide  and  leather 
dealers  42;  booksellers  and  publishers  64;  newspapers 
45;  periodicals  64;  printers  56;  druggists  83;  hatters 
6S;  tailors  175;  hair  dressers.62. 

Potato  business.  New  England  with  a territory 
scarcely  as  large  as  our  counly  of  Appling,  produces, 
according  to  the  late  census,  34,435,831  bushels  “Irish” 
potatoes  annually!  Where  do  they  find  room,  in  that 
little  country,  to  pile  them  on?  Thirty-four  millions? 
only  think!  At  twenty  cents  a bushel,  (they  are  worth 
here  a dollar  and  a half)  the  potato  crop  of  little  New 
England  amounts  to  over  seven  millions  of  dollars! 
Probably  more  than  the  eniire  cotton  crop  of  Georgia 
for  the  last  year,  for  ten  cents  a pound!  Besides  this, 
the  same  New  England  makes,  one  year  with  another, 
it  seems,  2,182,962  bushels  of  wheat,  and  18,195,929 
bushels  of  other  grain— which,  at  fifty  cents  a bushel, 
amounts  to  upwards  of  ten  millions  of  dollars!  How 
many  bushels  of  wooden  nutmegs,  horn  gun  flints, 
poplar  hams,  &c.  these  same  enterprising  chaps  have 
made,  the  census  does  not  inform  ns. 

[Macon  ( Ga .)  Telegraph. 

Presidential.  A meeting  was  held  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  on  Monday  12ih  instant  which  recom- 
mended general  Cass,  as  a candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency. 

Runaway  slave  affair.  Yesterday  the  bark  Ka- 
zan, Leckie,  master,  arrived  here  from  Mobile,  with  a 
slave,  who  had  stowed  himself  away  on  board,  un- 
known to  tfie  officers  and  men.  The  owners  of  the 
vessel,  Messrs.  A.  & C.  Cunningham,  forthwith  sued 


the  fugitive  gentleman  for  his  passage,  which  they 
charged  at  seventy  dollars,  and  had  him  arrested  for 
that  amount  by  constable  Clapp,  who  committed  him 
to  jail.  The  colored  people  got  wind  of  the  matter, 
and  manifested  some  excitement  about  it,  which  ter- 
minated in  their  peaceably  bailing  him  out.  In  the 
meantime,  too,  the  abolitionists  were  on  the  qui  tire, 
and  S.  E.  Sewall,  esq.  obtained  a writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus to  bring  the  slave  before  the  supreme  court  to  be 
released;  but  he  had  been  bailed  out  before  the  officer, 
colonel  Pratt,  reached  the  jail  with  the  supreme  court 
precept.  He  has,  therefore,  nothing  more  to  do  than 
to  rail  road  and  steamboat  it  to  Canada,  and  become 
one  of  queen  Victoria’s  loving  subjects.  [Bost  Post. 

Steam  bridge.  The  St.  Louis  Argus  describes  the 
following:  “A  striking  use  of  the  steam  engine  has  been 
adopted  at  Portsmouth,  Missouri.  It  is  a floating  bridge, 
seventy  feet  long,  and  sixty  feet  wide,  impelled  by  two 
engines  of  twenty  horse  power,  and  making  the  passage 
(2,200  feet;  at  the  speed  of  about  350  feet  a minute.  - 
The  bridge  draws,  with  all  its  machinery,  but  two  feet. 
This  capital  invention  will  naturally  supersede  the 
awkward  contrivances  of  bridges  of  boats  on  the  great 
European  rivers,  and  will  not.  improbably  obviate*  the 
formidable  expense  of  building  bridges,  and  must  great- 
ly facilitate  communication  in  colonies  and  new  settle- 
ments in  every  part  of  the  world.” 

Steamships.  The  Britannia  left  Boston  on  Saturday, 
carrying  91  passengers,  of  whom  29  were  for  Halifax; 
she  carried  also  20,000  letters  and  12,000  papers.  She 
passed  the  Caledonia  offCastle  Island,  in  Boston  harbor. 

Stocks.  United  Slates  bank  shares  at  New  York, 
17±;  Indiana  5’s  $27,000  at  56a57. 

Sugar.  Some  of  the  spirited  planters  of  Cuba  are 
taking  steps  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  sugar  cane. 
A company  has  contributed  the  requisite  amount  to 
send  a vessel  of  400  tons  burthen  to  Otaheite  to  bring 
a cargo  of  the  cane  indigenous  to  that  island  for  plant- 
ing out  in  Cuba. 

Suicides  in  France.  It  appears  from  an  official  do- 
cument recently  published,  that  the  number  of  suicides 
in  France  increases  each  year.  In  the  year  1839,  they 
amounted  to  2,747,  being  161  more  than  in  1838,  303 
more  man  in  1837,  and  407  more  than  in  1836.  The 
department  of  the  Seine  figures  for  4S6,  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  entire,  688  females  are  returned  among  the 
suicides.  Each  period  of  life,  from  infancy  to  old  age, 
■has  paid  its  tribute  to  this  malady.  There  are  two 
children  from  three  to  nine  years  of  age,  two  of eleven, 
one  of  twelve,  two  of  thirteen,  three  “of  fourteen,  nine 
of  fifteen,  147  of  sixteen  to  twenty -one,  335  of  sixty, 
189  of  seventy  and  forty-one  of  eighty.  The  means 
most  frequently  used  to  destroy  life,  are  submersion 
and  strangulation.  95S  individuals  drowned  themselves. 
189  suffocated  themselves  with  the  fumes  of  charcoal, 
which  appears  to  be  the  principal  mode  resorted  to  by 
the  Parisians. 

Sun  stroke.  An  eminent  physician  at  New  Or- 
leans avers  his  belief  that  sun  stroke  kills  by  apoplexy 
of  the  lungs,  and  not  of  the  brain;  in  which  opinion  he 
has  been  confirmed  by  every  dissection  he  has  made 
within  the  last  two  years. 

Tea  tarty.  On  Thursday  afternoon  last,  at  5 o’clock, 
the  farmers,  mechanics  and  ladies  assembled  in  the  lot 
of  the  Misses  Osborn, in  Pleasant  street.  About  1,5200 
invitations  were  given  out,  which  called  forth  the  far- 
mer and  his  hire,  the  mechanic  and  his  apprentice, 
and  all, -as  far  as  possible,  to  join  in  a purely  demo- 
cratic and  “right  down  good  time.”  So  it  was;  a beau- 
tiful day  and  delightful  spot  were  selected;  a good  band 
of  music  employed;  an  abundance  of  cake  and  lemon- 
ade provided;  and  about  800  ladies  and  gentlemen  col- 
lected to  enjoy  these  perquisites  lo  pleasure.  After  sun- 
set, a procession  numbering  about  400  was  formed, 
which  proceeded  to  the  Town  Hall  to  pass  off  the  re- 
mainder of  the  evening  in  a dance. 

[Northampton  Courier. 

Tobacco.  Our  last  quotations  of  this  article  are  fully 
sustained  by  recent  operations.  The  demand  is  active. 
The  inspections  of  the  last  week  in  Baltimore  compris- 
ed 353  Maryland,  382  Ohio,  7 Virginia  and  10  Ken- 
tucky— total  752. 

Travelling.  The  number  of  passengers  between 
New  Vork  and  Philadelphia  in  a year  amounts  to  near- 
ly 200  000.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  has  derived 
$30,000  from  a tax  of  ten  cents  on  each  passenger. 

Waterford,  Saratoga  county,  New  York.  A fire 
which  originated  in  a small  building  for  storeing  lime 
in,  in  this  village  on  Sunday  afternoon  11th  instant, 
raged  for  three  hours  with  such  fury  as  to  consume 
seventy  or  eight v buildings,  fifty  of  them  dwelling 
houses,  besides  the  Episcopal  church,  Academy,  the 
Mansion  house,  and  Saratoga  County  hank.  Loss  es- 
timated at  $150,000. 

Watering  places.  Saratoga  has  a large  number  of 
visiters,  and  the  hotels  are  crowded  with  gay  and  fash- 
ionable people. 

Water  in  London.  The  quantity  of  water  daily 
supplied  by  the  eight  different  water  companies  of 
London  in  1833-4  was  21,110,555  imperial  gallons: 
furnishing  each  individual  of  its  population,  a daily 
supply  of  about  ten  gallons  of  this  chief  article  of  life. 

Wheat.  New  Maryland  wheat  brought  $1  25,  and 
new  Virginia  red  $1  IS,  in  Baltimore  market  lust  Satur- 
day. 
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| around  insted  <Tf  through  the  hill.  After  very  great 
difficulties  and  impediments,  the  tunnel  has  been 
npleted,  and  will  remain  a wonderful  monument 
"the  powers  of  human  intellect  and  industry.  Be- 
tween Bristol  and  Bath  alone,  a distance  of  about 
twelve  miles,  there  are  six  tunnels  some  of  them  ol 
great  length.  The  summit  of  the  level  of  the  whole 
line  is  at  Swindon,  76  miles  from  London,  and  275 
feet  above  the  terminus  at  Bristol.  In  February, 
1836,  Ihe  works  were  commenced,  the  original  esti- 
mate of  which  was  two  millions  and  a half  sterling; 
but  the  actual  outlay  has  been  more  than  double 
that  amount — upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
The  distance  from  London  to  Bridgewater  is  to  be 
achieved  in  five  and  a half  hoars,  and  persons  will 
be  able  to  travel  from  London  to  Bristol  in  about 
lour  hours — 120  miles. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 
comparative  power  in  the  new  sphere  of  war. 

British  war  steamers.  According  to  the  navy  list 
for  the  1st  of  April,  the  following  is  the  number  of 
steam  vessels  in  her  majesty’s  service  at  that  pe- 
riod:— Steamers  afloat  on  the  high  seas  78,  of  which 
25  are  mail  packets  at  various  stations;  steamers 
afloat  on  the  lakes  of  Canada,  4;  steamers  building, 
22;  general  total,  104,  of  which  several  were  above 
300  horse  power,  and  a greater  number  above  200. 

French  war  steamers.  According  to  the  budget 
of  the  marine  for  1842,  the  number  of  French  war 
steamers  is  fixed  at  about  34  afloat,  of  which  only 
5 are  of  220  horse  pow'er,  and  none  above. 

Le  Rochefortir.  states  that,  unusual  activity  has 
of  late  been  displayed  at  the  naval  arsenal  of  Roche- 
fort in  fitting  out  ships  of  war.  Besides  the  ships 
of  the  line  L’lnflexible  and  the  frigate  La  Gloire, 
the  steam  frigate  Gomer,  which  was  only  commenc- 
ed in  Januaiy  last,  is  nearly  completed.  Le  Roche- 
fortin  adds  that  this  immense  frigate  is  27  feet  lon- 
ger than  the  Hercules  of  100  guns,  and  the  distance 
between  her  mizen  peak  and  the  point  of  her  jib- 
boom  is  320  feet,  which  is  equal  to  the  height  ol 
the  pillar  in  the  Place  Vendome  placed  upon  the  ba- 
lustrade of  the  tower  of  Notre  Dame.  It  will  requre 
54  tou a nf  coal  per  day  to  animate  this  colossus. — 
After  the  Gomer  is  finished,  four  large  steamboats 
of  450  horse  power  will  be  commenced,  and  after- 
wards the  Cescartes,  Monge  and  Infernal,  in  all, 
nine  steam  frigates.  Two  brigs,  the  Papillon  and 
Messenger,  and  the  cutter  Le  Rhin,  will  be  launch- 
ed at  the  same  time  as  the  Gomer. 

Russian  steamers.  Late  advices  from  St.  Peters- 
burg say  there  are  now  afloat  on  the  Neva,  34  steam 
vessels,  of  whish  15  belong  to  the  ciown,  and  the 
rest  to  companies  or  individuals. 

Launch  of  the  Trafalgar.  The  anniversary  of  the 
bailie  of  Trafalgar,  was  commemorated  by  the 
launch  of  one  of  the  finest  war  ships  ever  built  in 
the  dock  yards  of  England,  at  Woolwich,  in  the 
presence  of  the  queen.  A ship  launch  is  always 
a favorite  spectacle  with  English  sight-seers;  and 
the  new  vessel  being  one  of  the  largest  in  Ihe  first 
class  of  line-of-battle  ships,  rated  as  120  guns,  but 
actually  mounting  moie,  the  occasion  was  one  of 
rarity  and  importance.  The  concourse  was  nume- 
rous beyond  all  precedent. 

Looking  downward  to  the  keel,  and  upward  to 
the  bulwarks,  the  height  ol  the  vessel  was  tremen- 
dous. The  ship,  as  we  have  said,  is  registered  to 
carry  120  guns;  its  length  from  figure  head  to  stern 
is  246  feet  2 inches;  extreme  breadth  55  feet  7 in- 
ches; depth  of  the  hold  32  feet  2 inches;  it3  burden 
upward  ot  2,721  tons  [old  measurement];  its  height 
64  feet  11  inches.  On  the  poop  were  crowded  the 
survivers  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  Rivers;  and  the  row  of  their  weather- 
beaten, wrinkled  vissages,  topped  with  three-cor- 
nered hats  that  became  them  as  well  as  oak- wreaths 
would  have  done,  looked  like  a quaint  ornamental 
studding  to  the  sides. 

Opening  throughout  of  the  Great  Western  railway. 
This  magnificent  railway  is  opened  throughout  the 
line  between  London  and  Bristol,  120  miles.  From 
Bristol  to  Biidgewater  has  been  so  for  some  weeks. 
The  Great  Western  railway  would  have  been  open- 
ed long  since,  but  for  the  tunnel  through  Box-hill, 
[six  miles  from  Bath],  which  is  neaily  three  miles 
in  length,  principally  cut  through  stone.  The  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  of  forming  this  monster  tunnel 
were  looked  upon  as  so  great,  that  lor  some  time  no 
cue  could  be  lound  to  undertake  the  work,  and  it 
was  at  one  period  intended  to  carry  the  railway 
Voi.  X— Big.  22. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Burgess  S.  Gaither,  superintendent  of  the  branch 
mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

United  States  altornies. 

Cornelius  Darragh,  western  district  of  Penn. 
Return  J.  Meigs,  middle  district  of  Tennessee. 
Charles  Chapman,  district  of  Connecticut. 

John  Holmes,  district  of  Maine. 

Charles  Davis,  district  of  Vermont. 

Balie  Peyton,  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

Joshua  A.  Spencer,  northern  district  of  N.  York. 
Justin  Butteifield,  district  of  Illinois. 

Franklin  Dexter,  district  of  Massachusetts. 
Thomas  W.  Sutherland,  district  of  Wisconsin. 
United  States  marshals. 

Israel  W.  Kelley,  district  of  New  Hampshire. 
Sylvester  Hartshorne,  district  of  Rhode  Island. 
Thomas  B.  Johnson,  district  of  Iowa. 

John  D.  Kinsman,  district  of  Maine. 

William  H.  Russell,  district  of  Missouri. 

Silas  M.  Stillwell,  southern  district  of  N.  York. 
Anderson  Miller,  southern  district  of  Mississippi. 
Thomas  W.  Newton,  distiict  of  Arkansas. 

John  6.  E4rnp?u?uf<Vle  (Hstncf  oCSIorifi'd! 

Officers  of  the  customs — Collectors. 
William  H.  Allen,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. 
Thomas  H.  Bond,  Oswego,  New  York. 

Surveyors. 

Peleg  Aborn,  Pawtuxet,  Rhode  Island. 

Samuel  Atkinson,  Wheeling,  Virginia. 

Dennis  M.  Williams,  Nottingham,  Maryland. 

Diplomatic.  The  Russian  minister  Mr.  Bopis- 
co,  is  about  to  quit  this  country  with  his  young 
American  wife,  having  received  an  appointment  to 
the  court  of  Vienna. 

The  Austrian  minister,  Mr.  Mareschal,  also 
leaves  us,  for  the  court  of  the  young  queen  of  Por- 
tugal. 

Boundary  line  between  Texas  and  the 
U.  States.  “Through  the  politeness  of  a gen- 
tleman, one  of  the  engineering  corps,  we  learn  that 
the  commissioners  who  have,  for  some  time,  been 
engaged  in  running  the  boundary  line  between  the 
U.  States  and  the  Texan  republic,  completed  their 
appointment  at  the  north  end  on  Thursday,  the  24th 
ultimo.  The  line  strikes  Red  river  one  mile  and  a 
half  above  the  White  Oak  shoals,  near  Mr.  David 
Lloyd’s,  on  range  28,  about  fifty  yards  below  range 
29.  The  timber  has  been  cut  about  ten  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  line,  making  an  opening  of  twen- 
ty feet  the  whole  length  of  the  line;  tnound9  have 
also  been  raised  at  every  mile,  five  feet  high.” 

[Arkansas  Slate  Gaz. 

The  Mexican  commission.  The  Madisonian 
says  that  the  buard  of  commissioners  appointed  un- 
der the  convention  of  the  11th  of  April,  1839,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  to  adjust 
certain  claims  of  citizens  of  tile  former  against  the 
latter,  tiave  been  in  session  in  Washington  about 
onq  year.  The  board  consists  of  four  commission- 
ers, two  on  each  side,  their  secretaries  and  an  um- 
pire. A report  from  the  American  commissioners, 
of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  commission, 
under  date  of  the  26lh  of  May  last,  addressed  to  the 
president,  has  been  called  out  and  published  by  or- 
der of  the  senate.  From  this  it  appears  that  great 
deferences  of  opinion  have  arisen  between  the  two 


sides  as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  board.  The 
Mexican  commissioners,  it  seems,  took  their  oaths 
before  each  other  and  then  swore  their  secretary, 
and  a discussion  on  t he  validity  of  this  oath  occu- 
pied the  board  a week.  Then  a discussion  arose 
upon  the  rules  of  proceeding,  which  occupied  the 
board  seven  weeks — the  Mexican  commissioners 
pretending  that  the  two  governments  were  the  par- 
ties litigant,  that  no  claimant  should  be  allowed  to 
come  before  them,  and  that  no  document  would  be  ' 
received  by  them  unless  it  came  through  the  depart- 
ment of  state.  The  American  commissioners  were 
compelled  to  yield,  after  long  but  vain  opposition, 
to  these  unjust  rules  of  proceeding.  Owing  to  the 
great  delay  occasioned  by  the  ditficultie3  raised  by 
the  Mexican  commissioners,  it  was  not  until  the 
28th  day  of  December,  1840,  that  the  first  case 
came  before  the  board  for  a hearing  on  its  merits. 
The  denial  of  access  to  the  claimants,  and  the  cir- 
cuitous method  of  obtaining  proofs,  and  the  whole 
course  of  the  Mexicans  have  embarrassed  all  the 
proceedings,  anil  tended  very  much  to  bring  the 
convention  to  nought.  One  of  the  claimants,  Mr. 
Santangelo,  lias  published  a pamphlet,  in  which  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  are  strongly  objected 
to,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Mexican  commissioners 
particularly  censured. 

The  following  cases  have  been  brought  to  a hear- 
ing and  awards  made  by  the  board  in  favor  of  the 
claimants,  since  January  last: 

Peter  Harmony,  $11,130 

J.  J.  Astor  &,  Son,  New  York,  37,661 

Boardman  & Pope,  Boston,  37,661 

Hetty  Green,  Key  West,  16,941 

Samuel  Chew,  Philadelphia,  18,291 

Smith  Thompson,  New  Haven,  2,093 

Theodore  Dacoing,  2,450 

Francis  R.  Arnold,  and  others,  54,082 

Ratclifl'e  Hicks,  Rhode  Island,  15,452 

Richard  J.  Arnold,  do.  7,726 

J.  Nicholson,  amr.  of  A.  L.  Duncan,  188,324 

Louisa  Livingston,  ex’x.  of  E.  Livingston,  45.279 
Jno.  K.  West,  43,652 

W.  H.  Sims  and  wife.  22.639 

Total,  $503,381 

Eleven  other  cases  have  been  discussed  and  sent 
to  the  umpire  with  the  arguments  pro  and  con,  as 
iar  back  as  May.  Only  one  claim  has  been  re- 
jected, but  a number  have  been  laid  aside  or  sus- 
pended, some  because  they  are  not  among  Ihe  class 
that  lawfully  come  before  the  board,  and  others 
because  additional  documents  and  explanations  are 
wanting.  “A  large  number  of  cases,”  it  is  judg- 
ed, are  yet  to  be  submitted  lor  examination,  so 
that  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of 
the  sitting  of  the  board  being  brought  to  conclusion. 

Tiie  American  commissioners  are,  William  L. 
Marcy  and  John  Rowan;  the  Mexican,  Senores 
Joaquin  Velasquez  de  Leon  and  Pedro  Fernandez 
del  Castillo. 

The  fortification  bill  passed  on  Tuesday 
in  the  bouse  of  representatives,  by  the  decisive 
vote  of  148  to  66.  We  copy  from  the  National  In- 
telligencer, the  bill. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications, 

for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing 

Indian  hostilities. 

Be  it  enacted  by  ihe  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriat- 
ed, namely: 

For  repairs  of  Westhead  battery,  Governor’s  Is- 
land, Boston  haibor,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Southeast  battery,  Governor’s  Is- 
land, Boston  harbor,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Foit  Independence  and  sea-wall  of 
Castle  Island,  Boston  harbor,  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  haibor,  one  hundred 
and  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Old  Fort  at  New  Bedford  harbor, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Adams,  Newport  haibor,  forty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Foi  fortifications  in  New  London  harbor — re- 
building of  Foit  Trumbull,  Connecticut,  thirty  five 
thousand  dollars. 
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For  repairs  of  old  Fort  Griswold,  New  London 
harbor,  Connecticut,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  repairs  of  Fort  Niagara,  New 
York,  and  erecting  and  repairing  necessary  build- 
ings therein,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  repairs  of  Fort  Ontario,  Oswego, 
New  York,  and  erecting  necessary  buildings  there- 
in, fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York  harbor,  seventy 
thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Wood  and  sea-wall.  Bed- 
low’s  island,  New  York  harbor,  fifty  thousand  dol- 
Jars. 

For  permanent  walls  for  Fort  Columbus,  Castle 
William  and  South  Battery,  Governor’s  island,  New 
York  harbor,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  sea-wall  of  Castle  William  and 
other  parts  of  Governor’s  island,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river,  provided  the 
title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island  shall  be  decided  to  be 
in  the  United  Slates,  including  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  January  1,  1841,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  repairing  forts  at  Annapolis  harbor,  Mary- 
land, five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Washington,  Potomac  river, 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  forts  Caswell  and  Johnson,  and 
preservation  of  the  site  of  the  former,  at  the  mouth 
of  Cape  Fear  river.  North  Carolina,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  harbor,  South  Caro- 
lina, fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  commencing  dike  to  Drunken  Dick  shoal, 
for  preservation  of  Sullivan’s  island,  and  site  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  Charleston  harbor,  South  Carolina,  thirty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah  river,  Georgia,  thir- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Marion,  St.  Augustine,  Flo- 
rida, twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  sea-wall  at  St.  Augustine,  Flori- 
da, five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Barrancas,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida, 
forty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  point,  Alabama,  forty 
thousand  dollars.  _ 

thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  other  forts  on  the  approaches  to 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  fifreen  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  incidental  expenses,  attending  repairs  of  for- 
tifications, fifty-five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing sums  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated  in 
like  manner: 

For  current  expenses  of  ordnance  service,  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

For  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  armament  of  fortifications,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  brimstone,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Section  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  sums  be  in  like  manner  appropriated: 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hostili- 
ties, viz: 

For  balance  required,  in  addition  to  the  sum  ap- 
plicable out  of  the  amount  appropriated  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  for  arrearages  of  pay  due  Flo- 
rida militia  called  into  service  by  the  governor  of 
the  territory  in  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  nine- 
teen thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dol- 
lars and  two  cents. 

For  arrearages  of  pay  due  Florida  militia,  com- 
manded by  brigadier  general  Reed,  for  six  months 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  commencing 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  termi- 
nating April,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -one,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

For  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  a battalion  of  Georgia 
militia,  for  services  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  a"nd 
Florida,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  and  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one,  seventy-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and  ninety-two 
cents. 

For  the  quartermaster’s  department,  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  forty  thousand  and  forty  dollars, 
that  being  the  amount  required  in  addition  to  the 
amount  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  congress; 
which  last  sums  of  money  for  preventing  and  sup- 
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pressing  Indian  hostiliti^^re  to  be  expended  un- 
der the  direction  of  the*5ecretary  of  war,  conforma- 
bly to  the  acts  of  congress  of  t%e  19th  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  ancypffrty-six,  and  the  acts 
therein  referred  to.  X 


THE  ARMY.  I 

St.  Augustine,  July  16.  Yesterday  the  flag  W St. 
Francis’  barracks  was  suspended  at  half  ma^and 
half-hour  guns  were  fired  from  Fort  Marion,  in  tri- 
bute to  the  late  commander-in-chief,  gen.  Macomb. 

Major  Churchill,  major  Mapes,  and  capt.  Heint- 
zelman,  United  States  army  arrived  in  town^Bl 
Sunday  last.  These  officers  together  with  captain 
Crossman,  who  had  previously  arrived,  constitute 
a board  for  the  examination  of  claims,  and  imme- 
diately entered  upon  their  official  duties.  Major 
Churchill  president,  and  Mr.  Tolle,  recorder  of  the 
board. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  No  34. 

Head  quanters  of  the  army,  adj.  gen.  office, 
Washington,  June  22,  1841. 

I.  The  attention  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  has  been  called  to  the  case  of  captain  G.  C. 
Hutter,  of  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry,  recently 
tried  by  a general  court  martial,  and,  under  sentence 
thereof,  reprimanded  in  orders,  and  required  to  join 
his  company  in  Florida.  Instead  of  complying 
with  said  order,  the  captain,  after  communicating 
to  the  department  of  war  his  dissatisfaction  at  the 
proceedings  of  the  general-in-chief  in  his  case,  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  go,  and  has  actually  pro- 
ceeded from  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  for  the  transaction  of  some  private  busi- 
ness, without  asking  authority  therefor,  and  has  for 
two  months  been  absent  from  his  regiment  without 
leave  and  without  reporting  himself  to  the  proper 
authority. 

After  a careful  consideration  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, the  president,  seeing  no  palliation  for  this 
open  dereliction  of  duty,  contempt  of  authority, 
and  disobedience  of  a positive  order  on  the  part  of 
captain  Hutter,  deems  it  due  to  the  public  interest, 
and  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  discipline,  that 
he  should  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  army. 
Accordingly  captain  Hutter  will  cease  to  be  an  offi- 
cer from  the  date  of  this  order. 

II.  First  lieut.  R.  C.  Asheton,  adjutant  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  having  obtained  a short 
leave  of  absence  on  false  pretences,  being  now  ab- 
sent without  authority,  and  under  circumstances 
which  show  conclusively  his  intention  was  to  desert 
from  his  regiment,  and  having,  moreover,  embez- 
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bursement  and  safe  keeping,  is,  by  direction  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  dismissed  from  the 
service  with  disgrace. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general  com- 
manding-in-chief. L.  THOMAS, 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 

THE  NAVT-. 

A slip  from  the  office  of  the  Norfolk  Beacon,  da- 
ted July  24,  7 P.  M.  has  the  following: 

“The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Fairfield,  commander 
Tatnall,  came  up  from  Hampton  Roads  to-day  and 
anchored  off  Lambert’s  Point,  (wind  and  tide  beinu- 
ahead)  where  she  fired  a salute,  which  was  answei” 
ed  from  the  Pennsylvania,  bearing  the  broad  pen- 
nant of  com.  Morris.  We  learn  that  she  is  coming 
up  for  the  purpose  of  having  some  alteration  made 
in  her  cabin  for  the  accommodation  of  capt  Mor- 
gan, who  will  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean  in  her. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Cyane,  at  present  lying 
at  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport,  was  put  in  commission 
to-day.  Commander  James  Armstrong  has  been 
appointed  to  her  command.  We  understand  her 
officers  and  crew  joined  her  to-day.  Her  destina- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  the  Brazil  station. 

The  U.  S.  ship  ol  the  line  Delaware,  bearing  the 
broad  pennant  of  com.  Morris,  remains  in  Hampton 
Roads.  Com.  Morris  has  not  yet  reached  here.” 
The  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian  and  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war  Warren,  of  the  West  India  squadron,  were 
spoken  off  Charleston  on  the  18th  instant.  They 
were  bound  north. 

The  Vernon  at  Boston  from  Buenos  Ayres,  re- 
ports the  U.  S.  schooner  Enterprise,  sailed  thence 
May  25,  for  Montevideo  and  Rio  Janeiro. 

Ship  Kremlin,  formerly  of  Boston,  purchased  by 
the  Buenos  Ayres  government,  for  a ship  of  war, 
was  named  the  “Twenty  fifth  of  May,”  and  was  to 
mount  28  guns,  18  and  24  pounders.' 

U.  S.  ship  Preble,  commander  Voorhees,  was  at 
Marseilles,  June  25,  for  Mahon  next  day,  and 
thence  to  Gibraltar. 

From  the  Pacific.  Advices  from  Lima  have  been 
received  by  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  by 
wav  of  Chagres. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  captain  Daniel 
Turner,  was  at  Lima  on  the  20th  May  and  would 


sail  for  the  United  States  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
The  sloop  of  war  Yorktovvn,  capt.  Aulick,  is  near- 
ly ready  for  sea,  bound  for  the  Sandwich,  Society 
and  Friendly  Islands  and  New  Zealand;  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  “Dale”  capt.  Gaunt  was  at  Lima,  but 
expected  shortly  to  take  a cruise  to  leeward,  per- 
haps as  far  as  Guayaquil.  The  U.  S.  schooner 
Shark,  lieut.  comdt.  Bigelow,  is  on  a cruise  to  Pay- 
ta,  Guayaquil,  &c. 

We  learn  that  the  U.  S.  ship  Delaware  74,  bear- 
ing the  broad  pennant  of  commodore  Morris,  is  ex- 
pected to  arrive  in  Annapolis  Roads  forthwith. 

r THE  CONTEST  FOR  TRADE. 

In  proof  of  the  position  which  we  assumed  in  the 
Register,  of  the  17th  instant,  of  the  approach  of  a 
trying-contest  with  the  most  powerful  government 
upon  earth  for  our  fair  share  of  Ihe  trade  of  the 
world,  w£  refer  our  readers  to  three  several  articles 
contained  in  the  present  number.  The  first  of  these 
is  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives upon  naval  affairs.  The  committee 
have  attended  almost  exclusively  to  the  belligerent 
aspect  of  the  facts  they  exhibit.  In  that  aspect 
they  are  sufficiently  imposing  to  awaken  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  to  a sense  of  what  is  required 
for  the  safety  of  their  lives  and  property.  But  that 
is  an  uncertain,  and  we  sincerely  hope,  a remote  con- 
tingency, though  it  is  one  for  which  the  country 
ought  to  be  prepared,  as  being  the  very  best  and 
cheapest  method  of  averting  it. 

But  the  facts  contained  in  the  report  alluded  to, 
viewed  in  another  aspect,  exhibit  an  immedi- 
ate— we  had  like  to  have  said  inevitable  danger  to 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country,  which  re- 
quires instant  and  the  most  efficient  measures 
to  counteract.  It  is  a giant  grasp  that  the  British 
government  are  in  the  act  of  making  for  a monopo- 
ly of  the  intercourse  between  the  various  sections 
of  the  globe.  We  have  not  space  to  devote  to  re- 
marks of  our  own  upon  the  subject  at  present,  and 
therefore  simply  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  document  referred  to,  and  to  the  following 
extract  which  we  take  from  the  New  Orleans  Bee, 
which  reached  us  by  the  last  mail,  as  illustrating 
the  facts  to  which  special  attention  should  be  di- 
rected. 

“T/ic  Royal  Mail  Sleam  Packet  company.  The 
following  account  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet 
company  and  their  steamers,  which  in  the  course  of 
a few  months  are  to  touch  at  this  city  twice  every 
month  outwards,  and  as  often  inwards  has  been  com- 
municated to  us  from  an  authentic  source,  and  can- 

r~:l  1 — vv**'  rcorlcrc. 

The  capital  of  the  company  is  £1,500,000  in 
15,000  shares  of  £ 100  each.  The  direction  of  the 
company  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  most  emi- 
nent merchants  in  London.  The  company  is  incor- 
porated under  a royal  character  from  the  crown,  and 
for  the  express  purpose  of  performing  the  public 
service  of  carrying  the  mails  between  England  and 
a large  portion  of  the  western  world.  By  their  char- 
ter the  company  cannot  own  any  vessel  but  such 
as  are  engaged  under  contract  with  the  government, 
nor  can  they  go  to  any  port  or  place  save  those  to 
which  under  such  contracts  they  may  be  directed 
to  proceed.  The  present  contract  extends  to  a pe- 
riod of  ten  years  from,  the  time  of  starting,  and  the 
remuneration  is  £240,000  per  annum  during  peace, 
to  be  increased  25  per  cent,  should  war  arise.  The 
mails  on  board  of  every  steamer  will  be  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  an  officer  of  the  royal  navy 
appointed  by  the  admiralty  and  acting  under  their 
express  authority.  To  distinguish  them  from  men 
of  war,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  them  under  Ihe 
denomination  of  national  vessels,  they  will  carry  a 
particular  British  post  office  flag. 

The  steamers  appropriated  for  Ihis  gigantic  ser- 
vice are  14  in  number,  about  450  horse  power  and 
1,500  tons  burthen  each.  Of  these,  twelve  will  be 
constantly  in  active  service  w ith  a spare  steamer  in 
England  and  one  in  this  quarter  of  the  world. 
They  are  all  constructed  of  equal  power  and  size  in 
order  that  such  may  be  able  to  take  in  its  turn  the 
long  voyage  to  England,  by  which  means  each  will 
return  to  that  country  twice  every  year,  and  thus 
whatever  repairs  may  become  necessary  may  be 
readily  and  easily  made.  They  are  intended  chiefly 
to  carry  passengers.  Each  cabin  passenger  will 
have  a separate  berth,  six  feet  and  a half  in  length, 
by  seven  and  eight  feet  in  height  and  neatly  fitted 
up  and  furnished.  There  will  be  a separate  state 
room  and  cabin  for  ladies,  and  the  berths  are  so  con- 
structed that  two  can  be  thrown  into  one  for  the  con- 
venience of  families.  Each  vessel  will  contain 
about  one  hundred  such  berths;  the  whole  properly 
aired  and  ventilated.  Each  vessel  will  carry  one 
large  gun  on  the  stern,  and  perhaps  two  upon  deck. 
The  vessels  and  machinery  are  built  and  constructed 
by  the  most  skillful  and  experienced  architects  and 
engineers  of  Great  Britain.  They  are  a little  larger 
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than  the  vessels  in  Cunard’s  line,  and  may  conse- 
quently be  expected  to  perform  their  voyages  with 
equal  if  not  greater  celerity,  especially  when  it  is 
considered  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  their 
work  will  be  done  in  a milder  and  more  settled  cli- 
mate than  the  north. 

The  combination  under  which  these  steamers  are 
to  work,  embraces  a regular  conveyance  backward!! 


and  forwards  twice  every  month,  with  every  port!  ,pying  thirty  hours  from  sea  to  sea,  affording  thus 


and  place,  insular  and  continental,  from  Surinam  on 
the  east,  to  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the 
west,  and  from  Halifax  by  New  York  on  the  north, 
to  Chagres  on  the  south — the  whole  work  on  given 
points;  so  that  there  is  no  delay  whatever  in  the 
transmission  of  the  mails  either  outwards  or  in- 
wards, for  as  one  steamer  arrives  at  any  given  point, 
one  or  more  are  ready  to  start  on  other  lines  of  the 
combination. 

In  the  transmission  of  the  mails  no  more  time  is 
occupied  at  any  place,  than  is  sufficient  to  exchange 
mails  and  passengers.  The  course  outwards  from 
Europe  to  this  port,  is  by  Madeira,  (probably  also 
Corunna),  Barbadoes,  St.  Thomas,  Porto  Rico  and 
Havana.  The  time  calculated  to  accomplish  it  in- 
cluding stoppages,  is  25j  days.  The  course  to  Eng- 
land is  by  Havana,  Nassau  and  Fayal.  The  time 
from  New  Orleans  to  London  will  be  22  days;  but 
should  the  steamers  perform  their  work  at  the  ave- 
rage rates  of  Cunard’s  line,  the  lime  between  New 
Orleans  and  London,  both  outwards  and  inwards, 
will  be  nearly  two  days  less  either  way.  At  Nassau 
the  great  line  is  connected  with  North  America,  and 
it  also  connects  all  North  America  with  the  whole 
of  the  West  Indies,  including  the  coast  of  South 
America  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  A sailing  vessel 
connects  Madeira  with  Fayal.  From  New  Orleans 
to  New  York,  by  Havana  and  Nassau,  will  occupy 
from  8 to  9 days  each  way.  From  New  Orleans  to 
St.  Thomas  will  require  8 days;  from  St.  Thomas  to 
New  Orleans,  7 days;  from  New  Orleans  to  Barba- 
does, 10  days,  and  from  Barbadoes  to  New  Orleans, 

9 to  9j  day’s;  from  New  Orleans  to  Laguayra,  the 
same  period,  and  so  on,  in  equal  proportions, 
throughout  the  wide  extended  combination. 

The  course  of  the  steamers  throughout  the  diffe- 
rent lines  is  so  timed  that  answers  to  letters  can  be 
received  with  perfect  regularity,  and  with  the  ut- 
most possible  despatch.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Eu- 
ropean steamer  at  Havana,  all  the  mails  which  had 
come  up  from  North  America  are  there  received. 
Two  steamers  immediately  start  from  the  Havana; 
one  proceeds  to  New  Orleans  with  the  outward  mail. 
Thence  she  goes  to  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz  and 
taking  in  the  return  mails,  proceeds  back  to  Havano 
The  other  leaves  Havana  lor  Vera  Cruz  and  lam- 
pico  with  the  outward  mails,  and  from  the  latter 
place  to  New  Orleans  where  she  takes  up  all  the  re- 
turn mails,  and  carries  them  to  Havana  where  she 
arrives  at  the  same  time  with  the  other  steamer,  and 
where  a steamer  is  ready  to  start  to  bear  the  whole 
to  the  connecting  point  of  Nassau,  when  the  mails 
proceed  northward  to  North  America,  eastward  to 
Europe,  and  southward  to  the  West  Indies.  It  will 
be  readily  perceived  that  by  this  arrangement  abun- 
dance of  time  is  afforded  in  every  place  for  replies 
to  letters. 

We  have  conversed  with  the  commissioner  who 
has  been  appointed  by  the  company  and  the  govern- 
ment to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  com- 
mencing this  extended  service.  He  informs  us  that 
every  government  and  the  authorities  of  every  colo- 
ny, British  and  foreign,  from  Surinam  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, have  most  readily  and  cheerfully  acquiesced 
in  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  British  government 
and  company,  by  agreeing  to  consider  the  steamers 
as  national  vessels,  to  be  consequently  exempt  from 
all  port  charges  and  custom  house  dues  and  regula- 
tions: and  in  permitting  them  to  arrive  and  deposite, 
land  and  receive  mails,  passengers  and  specie  at 
their  pleasure. 

The  agent  has  politely  furnished  us'  with  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  comprising  the  direction  of 
the  company.  They  are  the  following:  John  Ir- 

ving M.  P.  chairman,  Andrew  Colville,  vice  chair- 
man, James  Cavan,  Thomas  Baring,  Henry  David- 
son, P.  Maxwell  Stewart,  John  Irving,  jun.  Robt. 
Cates  worth,  William  Marshall.  George  Brown, 
Russel  Ellice  and  George  Hilbert.” 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  British  project  for 
monopolizing  intercourse  along  our  own  Atlantic 
vicinity,  in  addition  to  that  already  established  by 
Cunard’s  line. 

One  other  extract,  bearing  upon  the  subject  be- 
fore us,  must  suffice  for  the  present.  It  is  from  a 
letter  which  we  find  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
and  has  relation  to  similar  intercourse  upon  the 
western  coast  of  this  continent  and  throughout  the 
great  Pacific,  ocean. 

Talcahuano,  March  20,  1841. 

My  dear  sir:  As  you  did  me  the  honor  to  ask 
me  to  write  to  you,  I avail  myself  of  the  present  mo- 


ment to  do  so;  and  as  you  have  always  manifested 
so  much  interest  in  my  plans,  I will  relate  you  some 
account  of  my  success  since  my  ai rival  in  the  Pa- 
cific. 

The  first  steamers,  the  “Peru”  and  “Chili,”  of 
700  tons  and  nearly  200  horse  power,  reached  ttiis 
port  after  a voyage  of  55  days  at  sea  from  London, 
passing  through  the  straits  of  Magellan,  only  occu- 


another  proof  of  the  victorious  power  of  steam.  Al- 
though encountering  at  times  severe  weather,  not 
the  slighest  accident  occurred  to  either  ship  or  ma- 
chinery. The  combination  of  steaming  and  sailing 
was  beautifully  demonstrated,  and  the  speed  of  the 
ships  under  canvass  alone,  with  merely  a section  of 
the  paddle  floats  taken  off,  was  fully  equal  to  the 
fastest  ships. 

Our  steam  operations  commenced  here  under  the 
most  brilliant  auspices.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  inhabitants.  I first  com- 
menced on  a line  of  cost  of  fourteen  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  embracing  no  less  than  eleven  ports  of 
importance,  including  Lima  and  Valparaiso.  Such 
are  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  mildness  of  the  sea, 
the  boldness  of  the  coast,  the  ease  in  which  the  ports 
are  entered,  that  we  accomplished  the  voj’age  in  its 
full  extent  within  two  or  three  hours,  and  to  the  mi- 
nor and  nearer  ports  in  a less  period.  Perhaps  no 
part  of  the  world  whose  shores  are  bounded  by  any 
sea,  offers  such  decided  advantages  for  “steam”  as 
this,  and  certainly  no  part  of  the  world  requires  it 
more:  voyages  which  were  usually  of  twenty  to 
thirty  days  are  accomplished  by  the  steamers  in 
forty  hours,  and  voyages  of  fifteen  days  are  reduced 
to  twenty-four  hours. 

As  proper  mea-ures  were  not  taken  to  secure  a 
supply  of  coal  from  England,  I have  been  obliged  to 
stop  until  such  supplies  were  forthcoming.  En- 
couraged with  the  hope  of  meeting  coal  in  the  south 
of  Chili,  adapted  to  steam  purposes,  I explored  the 
country  as  far  as  Chiloe,  where  I found  coal,  but 
that  which  offered  most  advantage  was  in  the  bay 
of  Talcahuano;  no  mines  had  hitherto  been  worked, 
but  several  cargoes  had  been  taken  superficially; 
here  I commenced  my  labors.  Without  practical 
knowledge  or  the  aid  of  science,  I have  opened  no 
less  than  seven  mines  — have  found  the  material  ne- 
cessary for  our  purposes,  and  am  now  engaged 
taking  out  about  fourteen  tons  per  day  at  an  ex- 
pense of  two  dollars  per  ton  placed  on  board  the 
steamer;  its  quality  is  in  the  proportion  of  sixteen 
tons  to  thirteen  tons  of  English  coal.  I am  now  in 
hopes  of  finding  another  and  lower  stratum,  and 

s tro  n gh  !n  cfi  can  on  s°o?  Ve  t feT  coaf.  'W'l 
feel  confident  that  I shall  find  coal  fully  equal  to 
New  Castle,  if  we  draw  a comparison  between  the 
first  and  second  stratum,  and  that  the  quantity  will 
be  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  steamers  which  may 
be  required  on  this  coast  for  any  period.  This  dis- 
covery of  steam  coal  will,  perhaps,  be  considered 
one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  history  of 
this  country.  It  is  rather  a singular  coincidence 
that  the  coal  discovered  both  on  the  eastern  and 
western  sides  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama  is  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  character  as  the  coal  of  T alcahuano. 

I have  sent'to  the  isthmus  for  some  tons  of  this  coal, 
and  hope  yet  to  derive  our  supplies  from  that  source, 
so  far  as  may  be  required  for  that  portion  of  our 
steaming. 

The  line  of  steam  communication  I propose  to  ex- 
tend immediately  as  far  as  Guayaquil,  and  for  the 
present  the  intercourse  from  thence  will  be  by  means 
of  sailing  packets  once  in  twenty  days. 

The  western  line  of  packets  will,  I hope,  be  soon 
commenced  to  Australasia.  I feel  the  greatest  anxie- 
ty to  see  this  intercourse  established.  For  America 
I consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  important  points;  it 
will  make  her  the  stepping  stone  between  Europe 
and  the  eastern  Archipelago.  The  Australian  co- 
lonies of  England  will  assume  a position  novel  and 
of  infinite  value  to  theii  progress  in  civilization;  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  will  occupy  nearly  all  the  vast 
inhabitable  space  embraced  in  their  widely  extend- 
ed branches,  and  the  tide  of  intercourse  will  thus 
reach  the  shores  of  Japan  and  China,  and  be  placed 
in  the  same  position  as  it  regards  our  western  shores 
of  the  Pacific  as  Europe  occupies  as  it  regards  our 
Atlantic  states. 

I consider  the  establishment  of  steam  navigation 
in  the  Pacific  as  the  pioneer  of  these  great  events: 
the  barrier  that  divides  the  two  seas  or  oceans  will 
soon  disappear.  I have  occular  evidence  that  the 
junction  can  be  effected  with  infinitely  less  difficul- 
ty than  is  imagined.  I passed  over  the  isthmus  on 
my  return  to  this  country  without  overcoming  a 
height  of  forty  feet,  and  a distance  of  twenty-eight 
miles.  This  is  but  a barrier  of  straw  when  compar- 
ed to  the  vast  results  which  will  be  produced.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  go- 
vernment will  be  to  investigate  this,  to  us  moie  than 


to  any  other  nation  in  tfff  ld~aU  important  inat- 
Our  statesmen  cannot  - , (ook  forwan]  to  the 
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period 


when  our  western  froik 


will 


.....  reach  the 
Pacific,  and  when  (he  population  oi  y g|ates 
reaches  that  coast,  of  what  infinite  Vo..„  wl[|  a 
water  communication  through  the  isthmus  oi  Pana- 
ma be  to  us.  It  may  peihaps  be  thought  too  spt,u_ 
lative  to  indulge  in  such  views;  but  when  I reflect 
that  twenty  years  only,  the  time  which  I resided  on 
this  coast,  has  witnessed  one  of  the  most  important 
political  and  commercial  revolutions  which  has  ever 
taken  place,  I cannot  but  view  the  period  of  these 
great  changes  to  which  I have  referred,  as  much 
nearer  than  we  imagine. 

DUTIES  ON  AMERICAN  TOBACCO  BY  THE  GERMAN 
STATES. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  called  for  by 
the  senate,  between  the  American  minister  at  Ber- 
lin, and  the  authorities  of  the  Prussian  government, 
that  no  modification  of  the  existing  duties  levied  on 
American  tobacco  in  the  German  states  of  the  cus- 
tom union  is  likely  immediately  to  take  place. — 
The  present  dutyonourtabacco  is  enormously  high, 
being  $3  23  on  the  100  lbs.  The  policy  of  reduc- 
ing this  duty  was  strongly  urged  by  our  minister 
and  agent.  “What  we  demanded,” says  Mr.  Whea. 
ton,  “was,  such  a general  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
the  importation  of  all  foreign  unmanufactured  to- 
bacco into  the  states  of  the  Germanic  confederation 
of  commerce  and  customs,  as  would  have  the  inci- 
dental effect  of  counteracting  the  unfavorable  ope- 
ration of  the  present  duty  on  tobacco  in  leaves  and 
stems  produced  in  the  United  States,  in  comparison 
with  its  operation  upon  the  more  valuable  qualities 
of  leaf  tobaceo,  imported  from  the  Spanish  colonies 
and  the  South  American  states.  It  was  upon  the 
same  grounds,  that  we  had  proposed  a discrimina- 
tion between  leaves  and  stems.”  Mr.  Kuhlmeyer, 
director  general  of  the  Prussian  customs,  admitted 
that  he  should  have  no  hesitation,  if  called  upon  to 
give  it  as  his  opinion,  considering  the  question  in  a 
financial  point  of  view,  that  a considerable  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  duty  on  foreign  raw  tobaccoes 
might  be  made,  without  any  injury  to  the  revenues 
of  the  association. 

Mr  Wheaton  adds: 

“Mr.  Kuhlmeyer  concluded  the  conversation  by 
remarking,  that  no  change  would  be  made  in  the 
existing  tariff  of  the  association  during  the  present 
year, (unless  under  some  special  diplomatic  arrange- 
ment with  foreign  powers),  the  tariff  being  already 
settled  for  the  years  1840,  1841  and  1842;  and  the 
n<tXt’i?Aitgvy35,i:vl  MJt.i'ion tk/- 
pital  of  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  in  J une,  1842. 
He  had,  however,  ascertained,  during  the  present 
session  of  congress  at  Berlin,  that  the  commissioners 
from  the  southern  states  of  Germany,  supposed  to 
be  most  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  the  native 
plant,  had  no  insuperahle  objections  to  a reduction 
of  the  duty,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  an  increase  of  revenue,  and  especial- 
ly if  it  could  be  anticipated  that  equivalent  advan- 
tages would  be  thereby  obtained  lor  their  products 
and  manufactures,  in  the  transatlantic  markets. — 
The  foreign  tobacco,  he  said,  was  principally  re- 
quired by  these  states  to  mix  with  the  native,  and 
they  would  be  willing  to  take  a larger  quantity  of 
North  American,  as  it  would  not  injure  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  native  plant.” 

In  a letter  by  Mr.  Dodge  to  Mr.  Wheaton  the 
following  comparison  of  duties  is  made: 

In  the  Zoll  Verein,  the  duty  is  $3  23  per  100  lbs. 
Holland,  Va.  14j  cts.;  Md.  12.i 

Belgium,  Virginia,  Maryland,  &c.  231 
Denmark,  , . • 42  g 

Hanover,  . . . 70 

'Oldenburg,  . . .70 

Brunswick,  ...  70  “ 

Bremen,  . , • l per  ct.  ad  val 

Hamburg,  . . • U “ . 

[Madisonian. 

REPORT  ON  A HOME  SQUADRON. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES,  JULY  7,  1841. 

Mr.  Thomas  butler  King,  from  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  bad  been  referred, 
submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  national  affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  as  relates  to  the  navy,  ask 
leave  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the.  support  ot  a home  squadron,  as  recommended 
in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

The  changes  which  the  introduction  of  steam 
power  has  already  effected  and  is  constantly  produc- 
ing in  the  naval  armaments  of  the  maritime  powers 
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of  Europe,  evident!- 'equire  the  m°St  I'romPt  an<^ 
efficient  action  ” the  Part  of  the  gov«rnnient  of  ,he 
United  St^s’  t0  meet  *his»ew  and  powerful  auxili- 
ary j-  naval  warfare,  by  so  changing  the  construc- 
tion and  employment  of  our  navy  as  most  effectually 
to  protect  our  commerce  and  guard  our  sea  coast 
against  the  sudden  approach  of  an  enemy  employing 
this  new  and  formidable  description  of  force;  and  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  no  measure  is 
more  imperiously  demanded  by  every  consideration 
of  prudence  and  safety  than  that  recommended  in 
the  report  of  the  secretary — the  employment  of  a 
home  squadron,  composed  in  part  of  armed  steamers. 
He  very  justly  remarks,  that  “Had  a war  with  Great 
Britain  been  the  result,  as  at  one  time  was  general- 
ly feared,  of  the  subjects  of  difficulty  now  in  course 
of  adjustment  between  that  power  and  the  United 
Mtates,  not  only  would  our  trade  have  been  liable  to 
great  interruption,  and  our  merchants  to  great  loss- 
es abroad,  but  a naval  force,  comparatively  small, 
might,  on  our  very  shores,  have  seized  our  merchant 
ships  and  insulted  our  flag,  without  suitable  means 
of  resistance  or  immediate  retaliation  being  at  the 
command  of  the  government.  To  guard  against 
such  a result — to  be  ever  ready  to  repel  or  promptly 
to  chastise  aggression  upon  our  own  shores,  it  is 
necessary  that  a powerful  squadron  should  be  kept 
afloat  at  home.  This  measure  is  recommended  by 
other  considerations.  There  is  no  situation  in  which 
greater  skill  or  seamanship  can  be  exercised  and  ac- 
quired than  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States;  and 
in  no  service  would  our  officers  and  seamen  become 
more  thoroughly  initiated  in  all  that  is  necessary  for 
the  national  defence  and  glory.  In  that  service, 
aided  by  the  coast  survey  now  in  progress,  a thorough 
acquaintance  would  be  gained  with  our  own  sea- 
coast,  extensive  and  hitherto  but  imperfectly  known; 
the  various  ports  would  be  visited;  the  bays,  inlets, 
and  harbors  carefully  examined;  the  uses  to  which 
each  could  be  made  available  during  war,  either  for 
escape,  defence  or  annoyance,  be  ascertained;  and 
the  confidence  resulting  from  perfect  knowledge 

decided  advantage  over  an  enemy  on  our  own 
shores.” 

In  addition  to  the  excellent  and  comprehensive 
view  presented  by  the  secretary,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  submit  a few  observations  in  regard  to  the 
present  state  of  our  seacoast  defences,  their  efficien- 
cy in  case  of  war,  and  the  measures  now  being 
adopted  by  Great  Britain  and  France  to  change 
their  naval  armaments  from  the  common  vessels  of 
war  to  armed  steamers.  It  is  a fact  almost  too  no- 
torious for  remark  here,  that  our  fortifications  are  in 
a most  inefficient  condition.  Many  of  those  that 
have  been  completed  are  not  supplied  with  cannon, 
others  are  going  rapidly  to  decay — =ome  are  un- 
finished and  progressing  so  slowly  that  it  will  re- 
quire many  years  to  complete  them;  none  of  them 
are  properly  garrisoned,  and  some  have  not  a man 
to  keep  the  gates  closed.  These  fortresses  have  cost 
immense  sums  of  money,  and  if  well  supplied  with 
guns  and  garrisons  would  afford  but  partial  protection 
to  a few  points  on  our  seacoast  and  to  our  armed 
squadrons  in  time  of  war.  They  could  not  defend 
us  against  the  armed  steamers  of  an  enemy,  which 
might  pass  them  in  the  night,  or  avoid  them  by  en- 
tering harbors  where  there  are  no  fortifications. 

This  last  remark  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the 
southern  coast,  where  there  are  numerous  harbors 
on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  not  a 
fort,  from  Charleston  to  Mobile,  in  a condition  to 
fire  a gun.  In  the  event  of  a war  with  France  or 
Great  Britain,  the  fortifications  at  Pensacola,  and 
perhaps  others,  might  be  seized  and  held  by  the 
enemy,  or  any  of  our  unprotected  harbors  might  be 
entered  by  fleets  of  armed  steamers  loaded  with  black 
troops  from  the  West  Indies  to  annoy  and  plunder 
the  country.  The  northern  portion  of  the  Allantic 
coast,  where  such  vast  sums  have  been  expended  to 
place  it  in  a state  of  defence,  would  by  no  means  be 


secure  against  the  rapid  movements  of  such  an  ene- 
my. The  harbor  of  New  York  itself  might  be  enter- 
ed through  the  inlet  at  Amboy  and  Staten  Island 
Sound,  and  the  fortifications  at  the  Narrows  entirely 
avoided.  The  city  might  be  sacked  or  laid  under 
contribution  before  a sufficient  force  could  be  col- 
lected to  prevent  the  approach  or  escape  of  so  formi«* 
dable  an  enemy;  and  it  is  seriously  to  be  feared  that 
there  is  not  a harbor  on  the  whole  coast,  however 
well  defended  against  the  sailing  ships  of  an  enemy, 
that  these  steamers  might  not  enter,  by  avoiding  the 
forts  or  passing  them  in  the  night. 

If  this  is  true,  it  must  be  perceived  that  not  only 
our  commerce,  but  our  cities  with  all  their  wealth, 
would  be  at  the  mercy  of  an  enemy  employing  a 
force  so  rapid  and  certain  in  its  movements.  It, 
therefore,  becomes  a question  of  the  most  urgent 
and  vital  importance  to  the  people  and  government 
of  the  United  States  how  they  can  soonest  and  best 
provide  the  means  of  meeting  this  new  and  power- 
ful auxiliary  in  maritime  war.  The  employment  of 
a home  squadron,  as  recommended  by  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  must  be  justly  regarded  as  not  only 
the  best  means  of  meeting  any  sudden  emergency 
that  may  arise,  but  of  leading  to  such  ulterior  mea- 
sures as  may  be  found  necessary  to  give  to  our  com- 
merce and  seacoast  the  greatest  possible  security. 

As  connecting  itself  immediately  with  this  subject 
and  calling  for  the  most  vigilant  course  of  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  measures  now  being  adopted  bv  Great 
Britain  to  keep  afloat  and  actively  employed  on  our 
northern  coast  and  in  the  West  Indies  a large  num- 
ber of  steamers  of  the  largest  class;  many  of  them 
with  their  guns  on  board,  and  the  others  at  all  times 
ready  to  receive  them. 

Some  time  since  a contract  was  made  with  that 
government  by  Mr.  Cunard  and  his  associates  to 
carry  the  royal  mail  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  for 
the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  $291,- 
000  per  annum.  In  compliance  with  this  contract, 
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the  line,  of  twelve  hundred  tons  burthen  and  450 
horse  power  each.  These  vessels  leave  Liverpool 
and  Halifax  every  fortnight,  and  perform  the  trip 
across  the  Atlantic  each  way  with  great  certainty  in 
twelve  days.  These  steamers  are  commanded  by 
officers  of  the  royal  navy,  and  ore  to  be  at  all  times 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  British  government.  So 
great  have  been  not  otdy  the  facilities  afforded  to 
commerce  and  intercourse,  but  saving  to  the  revenue 
in  the  cost  of  carrying  the  mail,  that  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  double  the  number  of  steamers,  that  they 
may  leave  their  respective  ports  every  week  instead 
of  every  fortnight.  The  London  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says: — “under  the  old  packet  system,  between 
Falmouth  and  Halifax,  by  the  gun  brigs,  the  expense 
to  government  was  about  forty  thousand  pounds 
sterling  annually  more  than  the  receipts  of  postage. 
By7  the  line  of  Ounard’s  steam  ships,  a balance  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  appears  already  to  the 
credit  side  of  the  Atlantic  mails.”  This  line  has 
been  extended  to  Boston. 

On  the  20th  March,  1840,  a contract  was  entered 
into  between  the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  and 
“the  royal  mail  steam  packet  company,”  for  convey- 
ing “all  her  majesty’s  mails”  from  such  port  in  the 
British  channel  as  the  commissioners  shall  prescribe, 
to  the  West  India  islands,  the  coast  of  South  Ame- 
rica, Mexico,  and  the  United  States,  touching  and 
delivering  the  mails  at  the  ports  specified  on  the 
map  annexed  to  this  report,  on  which  are  traced  the 
various  lines  of  communication  to  be  established  in 
pursuance  of  the  contract.  The  company  is  bound 
to  “provide,  maintain,  keep  seaworthy,  and  in  com- 
plete repair  and  readiness,”  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying the  mails,  "a  sufficient  number — not  less 
than  fourteen— of  good,  substantial,  and  efficient 
steam  vessels,  of  such  construction  and  strength  as 
to  be  fit  and  able  to  carry  guns  of  the  largest  calibre 


now  used  on  board  of  her  majesty’s  steam  vessels  of 
war”  to  adopt  from  time  to  lime,  and  at  all  limes, 
such  changes  or  improvements  in  construction, 
machinery,  armament,  and  rigging,  as  the  commis- 
sioners may  require;  to  carry  a certain  number  of 
government  officers  and  men,  at  a stipulated  price, 
and  at  all  limes  to  hold  their  vessels  subject  to  the 
orders  of  such  officers  as  may  be  placed  on  board  to 
assume  command.  This  company  is  to  receive  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  an- 
num, which  may,  in  certain  events,  be  increased  to 
three  hundred  and  ten  thousand,  or  to  $1,388,800. 

These  6teamers  are  all  in  rapid  progress  of  con- 
struction. They  are  to  be  about  1,500  tons  burden, 
and  to  receive  engines  of  500  horse  power  each. — 
Those  that  have  been  launched  are  estimated  to  be 
iu  all  respects  equal  to  sixty-gun  frigates.  “Thus,” 
it  is  said,  “the  country  will  be  doubly  served;  and, 
while  it  pays  to  the  mail  company,  240,000  pounds 
per  annum  for  the  transport  of  the  mails,  it  will  de- 
fray, by  the  same  payment,  the  annual  charges  of 
the  largest  arid  most  powerful  steam  fleet  in  the 
world,  fully  armed  with  the  heaviest  ordnance,  to  act 
as  war-fiigates  when  required  by  the  government  for 
that  purpose.”  To  which  may,  at  any  time,  be  ad- 
ded the  steamers  employed  in  Cunard’s  line,  and 
those  running  from  London  and  Bristol  to  New 
York.  It  is  also  said  to  be  in  contemplation  to  es- 
tablish another  line  from  some  port  in  England  to 
St.  John’s,  New  Brunswick,  under  a contract  simi- 
lar to  that  made  with  the  royal  mail  stpam  packet 
company. 

All  these  lines  will  soon  be  in  full  operation  ar.d 
employ  at  least  twenty-five,  and  perhaps  thirty  steam- 
ers of  the  largest  class  and  most  approved  construc- 
tion; those  on  the  southern  line,  and  probably  those 
on  the  northern  lines  also,  having  their  guns  on 
hoard.  These  steamers  are  to  be  commanded  bv 
ofheers  of  the  royal  navy,  and  to  carry  such  number 
of  officers  and  men  as  the  government,  under  certain 
regulations,  may  require,  who  will  thus  derive  all 
the  necessary  instruction  to  enable  them  to  command 
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fourteen  designed  to  carry  the  West  India  mails,  at 
least  ten  will  be  constantly  employed  in  conveying 
them  on  the  various  lines  as  traced  on  the  map  here- 
to annexed;  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  it  that  this 
formidable  fleet  will  be  at  all  times  within  three  or 
four  days’  run  of  our  southern  coast.  In  the  event 
of  a declaration  of  war  by  Great  Britain  against  the 
United  Stales,  as  she  will,  of  course,  possess  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  enable  her  to  concentrate  her 
forces,  all  the  steamers  in  the  West  India  mail  ser- 
vice can  be  collected  at  any  point  on  the  southern 
coast  by  the  time  the  declaration  would  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  president.  Those  employed  on  the 
northern  lines  to  New  Y'ork  and  Boston,  may  com- 
mence hostilities  before  the  least  preparation  can  be 
made  to  meet  them.  Depots  of  coal  are  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Halifax,  and  at  several  ports  in  the  West 
Indies,  from  whence  these  fleets  can  be  supplied  and 
the  prediction  made  some  years  since  by  an  intelli- 
gent and  experienced  British  officer,  that  their  sail- 
ing ships  of  war  would  become  coal  carriers  to  their 
steamers,  will  be  fulfilled. 

There  are,  it  is  said,  at  this  time,  ten  thousand 
black  troops  in  the  British  West  Indies,  and  that 
orders  have  been  recently  issued  to  increase  the 
number  to  twenty-five  thousand.  These  troops  are 
disciplined  and  commanded  by  white  officers,  and, 
no  doubt,  designed  to  form  a most  important  portion 
of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  any  future  contest 
that  may  arise  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uniled 
States;  and,  by  reference  to  the  map  of  the  West 
India  mail  lines,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  our  present 
defenceless  condition,  a force  composed  of  armed 
steamers  and  troops  of  that  description  would  not 
only  give  great  annoyance  to  our  coast,  but  most  ef- 
fectually and  at  once  put  a stop  to  all  communica- 
tion around  Cape  Florida,  or  through  the  passes  of 
the  West  Indies,  to  or  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and, 
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tediuequehtly,  the  commerce  of  the  great  valley  of 
t.ha  Mississippi  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, or  its  vast  productions,  cut  off  from  market,  be 
rendered  valueless. 

France  is  pursuing  a course  of  policy  in  every  re- 
spect similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  last 
official  register  of  her  navy  shows  that  she  then  had 
thirty  seven  armed  steamers,  carrying  heavy  guns, 
equal  in  all  respects,  if  not  superior,  to  those  of  any 
other  nation.  The  sudden  appearance  of  one  of 
them  some  two  years  ago,  in  the  harbour  of  Balti- 
more, must  be  recollected  by  all.  A law  has  recent- 
ly been  enacted  authorising  the  government  to 
establish  a line  of  armed  steamers  from  Havre  to 
New  York,  on  the  plan  of  the  British  West  India 
mail  line;  and,  surprising  as  it  may  seem,  a number 
of  gentlemen  of  Boston  have  actually  sent  in  pro- 
posals to  take  the  contract,  if  that  city  instead  of 
New  York  shall  be  inserted  in  it.  Thus  it  will  be 
perceived  that  our  own  merchants,  driven  by  the  laws 
of  trade  and  intercourse,  are  about  throwing  the 
whole  weight  of  their  skill,  enterprise,  and  capital 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  our  great  maritime  rivals, 
for  want  or  proper  action  and  encouragement  on  the 
part  of  their  own  government,  and  that  the  humiliat- 
ing spectacle  is  likely  to  be  presented  of  American 
merchants,  who  have  excelled  all  others  in  commer- 
cial pursuits,  being  employed  to  support  a naval 
force  that  may  be  directed  against  ttie  cities  in  which 
they  reside. 

Under  the  old  system  of  maritime  war,  our 
squadrons  could  be  employed  in  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  and  our  flag  abroad,  without  danger 
of  aggression  on  our  own  coast,  because  the  fleets 
of  an  enemy  could  no  soooner  approach  to  assail 
than  our  own  return  to  defend  us.  But  the  intro- 
duction of  steam  power  has  effected  such  astonish- 
ing changes,  that  armaments  on  the  most  extensive 
scale  are  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  alone  suited 
to  the  purposes  ol  war,  but  the  most  formidable  ves- 
sels the  world  has  ever  seen  to  be  employed  in  the 
transportion  of  the  mail,  passengers  and  freight,  to 
pass  along  the  whole  line  of  our  coast,  and  into  our 
ports,  as  familarly  as  common  trading  ships.  If 
these  vessels  can  be  rendered  profitable  in  time  of 
peace,  the  security  they  will  afford  to  persons  and 
property,  from  the  attacks  of  privateers  and  small 
armed  vessels,  will  render  them  indispensable  in 
lime  of  war. 

This  system  is  yet  in  its  infancy;  and  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  committee  to  say,  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  how  far  it  may  be  rendered  useful  to 
our  commerce,  or  profitably  connected  with  our 
navy;  to  what  extent  it  may  be  made  to  support 
itself,  or  the  policy  of  other  governments,  and  a 
proper  regard  for  our  own  safety,  may  render  its 
adoption  wise  or  necessary.  These  arc  questions  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  all  portions  of  this  widely 
extended  country,  and  ought  to  be  promptly  and 
properly  inquired  into,  and  satisfactorily  answered. 

A gentleman  of  great  respectability  and  much  ex- 
perience in  commercial  affairs,  and  particularly  in 
steam  navigation,  has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
“contracts  could  be  made  immediately  for  lines  of 
four  steamers  from  Boston  to  Havre,  of  four  from 
New  York  to  Liverpool,  of  three  from  Norfolk,  via 
Charleston  and  Savannah,  to  Havana,  and  of  three 
from  New  Orleans  to  Havana,  by  the  guaranty  of 
the  government  of  less  than  one  million  of  dollars 
per  annum,  with  a moral  certainty  of  receiving  back 
more  than  half  of  it,  from  postage  on  letters  and 
papers,  immediately , and  the  whole  in  a few  years." 
This  arrangement  would  keep  equipped  and  officer- 
ed for  immediate  service  at  least  fourteen  steam 
frigates,  without  the  annual  charge  for  repairs,  mann- 
ing, victualling,  &c.  &c.  This  system  would  bring 
to  the  aid  of  the  government  all  the  energy,  skill, 
and  economy  of  individuals  who  will,  in  enterprises 
of  this  nature,  always  suipass  it. 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  must,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  be  perceived  that  a powerful 


squadron  has  become  as  necessary  for  our  protection 
at  home  as  the  employment  of  our  ships  of  war  has 
hitherto  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  for  the  protection 
of  our  flag  and  commerce  abroad.  This  squadron 
ought  at  once  to  be  established,  and  from  time  to 
time  increased,  as  the  means  placed  at  command  of 
the  department  may  permit,  and  the  various  objects 
connected  with  it,  as  pointed  out  in  the  report  of 
the  secretary,  may  best  be  promoted  and  attained. 

For  this  purpose,  the  committee  report  herewith  a 
bill  appropriating  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  secre- 
tary, and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution: — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  is  here- 
by directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiding 
individuals  or  companies  in  the  establishment  of 
lines  of  armed  steamers  between  some  of  our  prin- 
cipal northern  and  southern  ports,  and  to  foreign 
ports;  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  the  establishment 
of  such  lines  as  he  may  deem  most  important  and 
practicable;  and  to  report  to  this  house  at  the  next 
session  of  congress. 


The  following  remarks  made  by  Mr.  King,  of 
Georgia,  when  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  a 
home  squadron  was  under  discussion  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  will  be  read  with  much  interest: 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  as 
to  rendering  the  objects  of  the  appropriation  more 
specific,  and,  at  the  proper  time,  should  an  amend- 
ment be  moved  to  that  effect,  he  would  vote  for  it. 
In  reply  to  what  that  gentleman  had  said  touching 
the  power  of  congress  to  create  a home  squadron  to 
be  retained  upon  our  own  cost,  the  gentleman  seem- 
ed to  forget  his  own  doctrine  ol  specific  appropria- 
tions. Congress  gave  this  money:  they  would  give 
it  for  a specific  object,  and  ifthey  did,  the  president, 
though  he  was  commander-in-chief,  could  not  apply 
it  to  any  thing  else.  The  gentleman  said  the  bill 
was,  really,  for  an  increase  of  the  navy.  So  it  was; 
he  admitted  it  was  so  designed  to  be,  and  he  hoped 
to  show  that  the  navy  might  be  thus  increased  with- 
out transcending  the  ordinary  average  in  past  years 
for  naval  purposes.  The  reasons  for  the  proposed 
increase  had  been  stated  in  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary, and  were  familiar  to  the  mind  of  every  gentle- 
man. Mr.  K.  would,  therefore,  not  recapitulate 
them.  He  had  prepared  from  an  authentic  return 
a table  showing  what  had  been  done  in  past  years 
by  way  ot  appropriation,  ano  wnat  nau  ueeu  u,,. 
comparative  results  in  different  years.  He  would 
not  trouble  the  house  by  reading  the  whole,  but 
would  invite  their  attention  to  three  or  four  items 
only. 

In  1836  there  was  appropriated  $7,611,055  and 
we  had  462  guns  afloat. 

In  1837  there  was  appropriated  $8,185,710  and 
we  had  554  guns  afloat. 

In  1838  there  was  appropriated  $5,702,420  and 
we  had  630  guns  afloat. 

In  1839  there  was  appropriated  $5,264,385. and 
we  had  596  guns  afloat. 

In  1840  there  was  appropriated  $5,155,120  and 
we  had  882  guns  afloat. 

In  1841  there  was  appropriated  $5,780,927. 

The  present  bill  increased  this  by  $789,310;  be- 
sides which  there  were  other  bills  reported,  which 
made  together  an  appropriation  of  $1,553,016  for 
this  session,  and  going  to  make  up  a grand  aggregate 
of  $7,333,943  for  the  year;  which  was  less,  by  a 
million  and  a half,  than  what  was  appropriated  in 
1S36.  It  was  proposed  to  add  107  more  guns  to  the 
service,  making  the  whole  number  1,070  afloat  af- 
ter the  current  year,  instead  of  462,  which  was  the 
number  in  1836. 

[These  statistics  are  reported  by  the  year  alone, 
and  may  not  in  every  case  be  strictly  correct.] 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  gone  into  this  comparative 
statement  to  show  that  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs had  not  transcended  the  amount  which  in  for- 
mer years  had  been  deemed  reasonable  and  proper, 
although  the  country  had  had  but  half  the  number 
of  ships  in  the  service,  or  of  guns  afloat,  which  it 
would  have  during  the  present  year. 

Mr.  K.  had  heard  much  about  the  abuse  and  mis- 
application of  moneys  appropriated  for  the  navy, 
and  he  believed  it  all  to  be  true.  To  illustrate  the 
truth  of  the  charge,  he  would  refer  to  the  table  al- 
ready quoted,  showing  on  one  hand  the  appropria- 
tions made,  and  on  the  other  the  result  thereby  ob- 
tained. In  1800  there  had  been  an  appropriation 
of  $2,704,148,  and  we  had  then  876  guns  afloat; 
while  in  1836,  with  an  appropriation  of  $7,011,055, 


we  had  but  462  guns  afloat.  In  1801,  with  an  ap- 
propriation of  a little  over  three  millions,  we  had 
836  guns  afloat;  and  in  1838,  with  an  appropriation 
over  eight  millions,  we  had  but  554  guns  afloat. 
These  facts  were  sufficient  to  show  how  pnormous 
must  have  been  the  abuses  somewhere.  He  trusted 
that  now  the  time  was  come,  and  the  men,  come 
with  it,  in  which  economy,  knowledge,  integrity 
and  a devoted  zeal  for  the  public  service,  if  they 
did  not  curtail  the  actual  amount  expended,  W'ould 
so  apply  the  money  as  with  the  same  sum  to  effect 
a far  greater  extension  of  the  naval  defences  of  the 
country  than  had  been  witnessed  tor  many  years. 
Mr.  K.  was  no  niggard  in  regard  to  the  navy.  He 
would  have  been  willing  to  give  a much  larger  sum 
could  it  have  been  spared,  for  he  agreed  heartily' 
with  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Adams)  that,  instead  of  two  war-steamers,  it 
was  desirable  that  we  should  have  twenty.  The 
ocean  was  teeming  with  these  mighty  engines,  ra- 
pidly passing  each  other  in  every  direction,  going 
wherever  they  listed,  in  disregard  of  wind  and 
waves,  and  which  had  appropriately  been  denomi- 
nated the  “cavalry  of  the  ocean,  mounted  with  can- 


non. 

Mr.  K.  here  went  into  a comparison  of  the  popu- 
lalion  of  this  country  at  two  different  periods,  and 
at  the  same  time  ol  the  amount  of  tonnage  arid  the 
guns  to  defend  it. 

In  1800  with  a population  of  5,305,000  and  an 
amount  of  669,000  registered  tonnage,  we  had  876 
guns  afloat;  in  1841  our  population  was  17,000,000, 
our  tonnage  2,960,000.  and  yet  our  guns  were  but 
1,070.  This  showed  how  far  our  naval  force  was 
from  keeping  up  with  the  growth  of  the  population 
and  the  commerce  of  the  country.  Applying  the 
same  ratio  of  defence  at  this  day  which  had  existed 
in  1800,  we  should  require  2,000  guns  afloat  and  an 
appropriation  of  over  seven  millions. 

Mr.  K.  observed  that  although  the  importance  of 
a home  squadron  had  been  very  clearly  set  forth  in 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  there  were 
some  other  considerations  which  could  not  but  still 
more  strongly  impress  it  upon  the  mind.  He  here 
forcibly  referred  to  the  devastations  of  the  enemy’s 
force  in  the  Chesapeake  and  on  the  exposed  coast  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina:  their  country  had  been 
plundered;  their  dwellings  burnt;  their  property 
stolen;  and  had  the  contest  continued,  nothing  but 
one  extended  scene  of  desolation  would  have  spread 
from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Sabine. 

The  war  had  cost  the  country  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  did 
any  gentleman  suppose  that,  had  the  United  States 
possessed  twenty  ships  of  war  well  armed  and  fully 
inarmed,  these  outrages  on  our  commerce  would 


— hnvp  Imnnened  w hich  stave  the  occasion  for 
destructive  a conflict?  I\o  man  would  maintain  it. 
For  it  must  be  remembered  that  with  nations  war 
was  a question  of  policy,  however  the  statesmen 
concerned  might  pretend  it  to  be  a question  of  ho- 
nor. Questions  of  veracity  and  questions  of  honor 
could  easily  be  negotiated  away,  as  all  history 
abundantly  proved;  but  when  policy  and  interest 
dictated  war,  the  thunder  of  the  enemy’s  cannon 
was  generally  the  first  annunciation  that  hostililies 
were  commenced,  and  then  a long  array  of  reasons 
was  gotten  up  as  a pretext  for  the  blow. 

Mr.  K.  here  referred  to  and  read  an  extract  from 
the  Richmond  Enquirer,  which  sounded  the  tocsin 
of  alarm  by  announcing  that  a British  vessel  called 
the  Thunder  W'as  at  this  time  engaged  in  survey- 
ing the  channel  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
bays,  and  was  about  proceeding  to  the  southward 
for  the  same  purpose,  no  doubt  with  the  intention 
of  facilitating  the  entrance  of  a British  fleet  intoour 
harbors.  He  then  said  the  object  of  a home  squa- 
dron was  to  prevent  the  completion  of  such  a pur- 
pose. He  expressed  his  great  surprise  at  the  re- 
marks of  some  gentlemen,  who  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  invention  of  rail  roads,  by  facilitating  the 
assemblage  of  troops,  superseded  the  necessity  both 
ot  fortifications  and  of  a navy.  Instead  ofthis,  these 
several  modes  of  defence  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  be  combined  for  the  general  end  of  the  safety'  of 
the  country- 

Mr.  K.  alluded  to  the  change  which  had  manifest- 
ed itself  in  the  naval  policy  of  Great  Britain,  in  re- 
gard to  a substitution  of  steam  power  for  ordinary 
ships  of  war.  He  stated  the  enumeration  of  the 
British  fleet  in  1840  to  be  as  follows:  ships  of  the 
line,  105;  vessels  of  a lower  grade,  in  all,  403;  and 
war  steamers,  87.  The  number  of  steamers  had 
since  then  been  stated  at  300. 

The  French  navy  in  1840  consisted  of  23  ships  of 
the  line,  180  lesser  vessels,  and  36  steamers;  besides 
which,  there  had  been  at  that  time  eight  more 
steamers  on  the  stocks.  These  vessels  could  be 
propelled  by  steam  across  the  Atlantic  in  twelve  or 
fourteen  days.  What  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
lives  and  property  of  our  people,  if  encountered  by 
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a force  of  this  description,  without  a gun  to  defend 
themselves? 

But  not  only  was  steam  availed  of  for  vessels  of 
war,  properly  so  called.  The  governments  of  France 
and  England  were  adopting  an  entirely  new  policy, 
by  employing  armed  steamers  for  commercial  pur- 
poses— thus  causing  the  sagacity  and  enterprise  of 
the  mercantile  community  to  support  the  expense  of 
their  naval  defences — a great  and  wonderful  step  in 
the  preparations  for  maritime  warfare. 

Appended  to  the  report  of  the  naval  committee 
would  be  found,  in  reference  to  these  very  important 
facts,  a resolution  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of 
encouraging  our  own  merchants  to  establish  lines  of 
armed  steamers  similar  to  those  recently  established 
by  France  and  England.  In  addition  to  the  lines 
previously  existing,  a new  one  had  recently  been 
formed,  on  a contract  with  the  Brazilian  government, 
extending  from  Great  Britain  to  every  important 
port  in  Brazil.  These  various  lines  had  been  multi- 
plied till  they  now  resemble  a perfect  web  across 
the  ocean.  Mr.  K.  bad  no  apprehension  that  that 
formidable  and  sagacious  power  had  any  intention 
ef  immediate  war  with  this  country;  it  would  not 
at  present  suit  her  policy;  but  she  was  gradually 
and  silently  yet  surely  altering  her  whole  system. 
She  desired  above  all  things  to  emancipate  herself 
from  the  necessity  of  depending  on  any  of  our  pro- 
ducts for  carrying  on  those  manufactures  which 
were  the  great  sources  of  her  wealth.  Hence,  while 
she  had  emancipated  her  slaves  in  the  West  Indies, 
she  still  retained  millions  in  slavery  in  India,  and 
was  endeavoring  to  avail  heiself  ot  their  industry 
for  a supply  of  raw  material  now  obtained  from  this 
country.  She  looked  with  eyes  of  jealous  appre- 
hension to  the  rapql  growth  and  extending  commerce 
of  Ibis  country. 

Mr.  K.  here  made  some  remarks  on  British  eman- 
cipation, which  he  considered  but  as  one  step  in 
this  grand  scheme  of  the  national  policy.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  recent  great  increase  of  the  slave  trade. 
Two  hundred  thousand  were  now  said  to  be  annual- 
ly imported  into  the  West  Indies  and  South  America 
per  annum;  almost  the  whole  of  which  were  pur- 
chased with  British  manufactures.  While  this  was 
the  case,  how  great  a farce  was  it  for  her  to  offer  a 
guinea  a head  for  negroes  captured  on  the  high  seas! 
If  she  was  sincere  in  her  wish  to  put  an  end  to  the 
trade,  why  did  she  not  enter  the  harbors,  and  break 
up  the  factories  on  shore?  But,  no;  she  suffered 
the  slaves  to  be  purchased  with  British  goods,  and 
embarked  on  the  ocean,  and  then  offered  to  pay  her 
own  officers  a guinea  a head  for  catching  them  if 
they  could.  When  they  were  rescued  and  brought 
into  her  own  islands,  they  were  put  to  an  appren- 

tieeshin  of  fourteen  years. 

[Here  me  uiai«  icumiutu  xur.  iv.  mat  he  was 

wandering  from  the  subject  before  the  committee.] 

Mr.  K.  explained  and  Ihen  went  on  to  observe 
that  the  moment  Great  Britain  could  supply  herself 
elsewhere  with  the  raw  material  for  her  manufac- 
tures we  might  expect  war — war  to  the  knife — war 
with  all  her  thunder.  Alter  dilating  further  on  the 
grand  game  now  playing  by  that  country,  Mr.  K. 
asked  whether  this  government  would  be  content 
to  sleep  in  reckless  security  under  such  a state  of 
things,  and  never  take  a step  to  meet  and  counter- 
act a system  of  policy  which  was  aimed  at  our  pros- 
perity, and,  if  possible,  at  the  very  existence  of  our 
republican  institutions?  Would  we  wait  till  she 
came  upon  us  like  a thief  in  the  night?  Did  gentle- 
men forget  that  out  of  the  last  fourteen  wars  in  Eu- 
rope at  least  ten  had  been  commenced  without  any 
formal  declaration?  No;  England  would  not  send 
us  word  she  was  coming.  The  thunder  of  her  can- 
non would  be  the  voice  in  which  she  would  speak 
the  purpose  of  her  heart  to  a long- hated  rival. 

Mr.  K.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  would  not 
weary  the  committee  by  descanting  upon  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill.  He  hoped  it  would  receive  a ge- 
neral support,  and  that  we  should  show  the  world 
not  only  that  we  were  ready  and  prompt  in  voting 
the  means  necessary  for  our  defence,  but  equally 
wise  and  economical  in  their  appropriation. 

REPORT  UPON  A BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  following  report,  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  accompanied  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Barnard  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Wednes- 
day last,  for  establishing  a uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy: 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  have 
been  referred  the  petitions  and  memorials  presented 
to  the  house  on  the  subject  of  a bankrupt  law,  re- 
spectfully report: 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a bankrupt  law 
ought  to  be  passed  by  congress  without  unnecessary 
delay;  and  they  present  a bill  for  the  consideration 
of  the  house. 

This  bill  is  essentially  the  same  that  was  matured 
in  the  senate  in  the  first  session  of  the  last  congress, 


after  great  deliberation,  and  which  finally  passed 
that  body.  It  was  not  then  considered  in  the  house 
for  want  of  time. 

The  policy  of  laws  designed  to  afford  remedy  and 
relief  as  betrveen  creditors  and  their  debtors  who  are 
hopelessly  insolvent,  has  the  sanction  of  usage,  in 
the  past  and  the  present,  among  nearly  all  highly 
civilized  and  business  communities.  The  leading 
idea  upon  which  these  laws  have  proceeded  has 
certainly  not  always  been  the  same;  it  has  varied 
with  the  general  state  of  the  law,  and  with  the  pro- 
gress of  society.  In  a country  where  the  creditor 
was,  by  law,  the  undisputed  arbiter  of  liberty  and 
life  to  his  insolvent  debtor,  (he  immediate  motive 
for  interposition  must  have  been  different  from  that 
which  has  prompted  legislative  interference  where 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  has  been  different- 
ly understood. 

In  England,  bankrupt  laws  had  their  origin  appa- 
rently in  the  idea  that  debtors  who  did  not  pay  were 
merely'  unwilling,  and  not  unable  to  pay.  The  first 
bankrput  law’  passed  in  the  time  of  Henry  8th  was 
levelled  against  those  “who  craftily  obtained  the 
goods  of  other  men  and  fled;  or  kept  their  houses, 
not  minding  to  pay  their  debts.”  It  came  in  aid  of 
the  law,  proceeding  on  the  same  idea  of  ability  and 
unwillingness,  which  authorised  imprisonment  for 
debt — a thing  unknown  to  the  common  law.  If  a 
debt  was  not  paid,  the  credit  itself  was  supposed  to 
have  been  craftily  obtained;  the  ability  to  pay  was 
presumed;  the  debtor  was  arrested  and  imprisoned 
till  he  should  be  made  willing;  or,  if  he  had  fled  or 
kept  house,  so  that  arrest  was  impossible,  his  estate 
passed  into  the  custody  of  the  law  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  debt. 

So  long  as  this  idea  of  ability  and  unwillingness 
prevailed,  and  no  other  was  admitted,  the  whole 
evil,  so  far  as  creditors  were  considered,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  adequately  met  by  the  punishment  of 
imprisonment  or  confiscation.  When,  however,  it 
was  found,  as  industry  and  production  came  to  be 
increased  by  the  use  of  capital  and  credit,  that  the 
mass  of  debtors  who  did  not  pay  were  only  unable 
but  not  unwilling,  it  became  necessary  to  turn 
round,  and,  without  disarming  the  creditor,  throw  a 
shield  over  the  defenceless  head  of  his  honest  and 
innocent  debtor. 

The  law  in  England  on  this  subject,  often  vari- 
ously modified  in  matters  of  detail,  now  is,  and  has 
long  been,  in  substance: 

First,  that  where  creditors  invoke  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  on  their  debtor,  the  latter,  if  wil- 
ling but  unable  lo  pay,  may  regain  hi§  freedom  upon 
a voluntary  and  honest  surrender  of  his  property,  to 
be  applied  towards  liquidation. 

a.„j  ii.ai  winrie  creditors  invoke  me  pu- 

nishment of  confiscation  on  their  debtor,  which  can 
only  be  done  where  the  debtor  belongs  to  one  or 
another  of  certain  specified  classes,  the  creditors 
shall  take  the  full  benefit  of  the  proceedings  by  the 
application  of  the  property  towards  the  payment  of 
their  debts:  provided  the  debtor,  being  honest  and 
willing  but  unable  to  pay  in  full,  shall,  on  certain 
terms  and  conditions,  be  forever  discharged  from  all 
legal  obligation  to  pay  the  rest  and  residue  of  his 
debts. 

Thus  the  law  of  interposition  and  relief,  in  Eng- 
land, as  between  creditors  on  the  one  hand,  and 
debtors  who  cannot  pay  their  debts  on  the  other, 
stands,  and  is  administered,  in  two  distinct  branches 
and  under  two  distinct  systems.  In  the  one  system 
the  debtors  are  denominated  insolvent;  in  the  other 
they  are  called  bankrupt.  In  a report  made  to  the 
queen,  in  July,  1840,  and  signed  by  eight  out  of 
nine  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  this 
subject,  it  was  strongly  recommended  to  reduce 
these  tw  o branches  of  the  law  and  systems  of  admi- 
nistration to  one  consistent  system,  and  make  the 
whole  law  of  the  case  more  conformable  to  reason 
and  to  right. 

The  principal  improvements  in  the  law  relating 
to  insolvency  proposed  by  the  commissioners  are 
these: 

To  extend  Ihe  benefits  of  the  discharge  from  debts, 
in  case  of  bankruptcy,  beyond  the  mercantile  and 
other  specified  classes,  to  which  they  are  now  chief- 
ly confined,  so  as  to  embrace  “all  persons  engaged 
in  business  requiring  capital  and  credit.” 

To  allow  and  encourage  a voluntary  cession  of 
property,  on  the  part  of  insolvents,  “at  such  period 
of  their  dfficulties  as  will  best  ensure  equal  justice 
to  all  their  creditors.” 

To  make  the  granting  of  a certificate  of  discharge 
a judicial  act,  which  maybe  opposed  by  creditors 
for  cause,  but  to  which  their  consent  shall  not  be 
necessary. 

The  suggestion  of  these  improvements  is  sufficient 
to  indicate  the  great  change  whichpublic  sentiment 
has  undergone,  or  is  undergoing,  in  England,  in  re- 
gard to  the  proper  basis  on  which  those  laws  ought 


to  rest  that  interpose  their  special  authority  between 
creditors  and  their  insolvent  debtors. 

At  this  day,  and  in  this  country,  if  a system  of 
laws  relating  to  bankruptcies  is  lo  be  established,  it 
is  believed  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  and  state 
the  grounds  on  which  it  ought  to  stand. 

Credits,  or  demands,  are  property,  in  which,  not 
infrequently,  the  bulk  of  large  individual  estates 
consists.  As  property,  they  are  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law,  as  much  as  any  other  kind  of  pro- 
perty. All  the  rights  of  property  attach  to  them — 
the  right  of  protection  and  defence  against  all  en- 
croachment and  injury,  and  the  right  of  recovery 
when  wrongfully  taken  away,  or  .withheld.  They 
are  private  property,  and  private  property  is  sacred. 
It  must  be  respected.  And  the  law  must  be  vigi- 
lant and  efficient  in  its  guardianship  of  it.  Failure 
in  this  is  failure  in  the  highest  duty  of  civil  society, 
and  tends  directly  to  dissolution. 

But  the  nature  of  credits,  or  demands,  is  such  as 
to  constitute  them  a peculiar  species  of  properly; 
and,  before  we  can  undertake  to  pronounce  with 
certainty  on  the  whole  duty  of  society  and  the  law 
in  regard  to  them,  we  must  consider  attentively  their 
nature  and  peculiarities. 

They  are  held  by  a peculiar  tenure — a (enure 
which  implies  and  includes  a contingency.  The 
foundation  of  loan  is  trust,  wherever  Securities  are 
not  taken;  it  is  confidence:  it  is  credit — all  terms 
which  imply  risk,  and  the  possibility  of  failure.  The 
risk  relates  to  the  question  of  solvency  or  insolvency 
when  the  period  comes  for  demanding  payment. — 
This  kind  of  property  is  held  subject  to  this  contin- 
gency, and  the  lender  himself  takes  the  risk;  he  is 
his  own  insurer.  If  his  debtor  fails,  he  loses;  if  not, 
he  has  his  own.  He  charges,  too,  for  this  risk,  in 
the  shape  of  interest,  premium,  or  commission.  He 
parts  with  the  immediate  possession  of  his'property, 
expecting  it  to  come  back  to  him,  in  proper  time, 
with  increase;  he  puts  it  afloat,  and  takes  the  hazards 
of  the  voyage,  for  a consideration.  If  whelmed  in 
the  turbulent  sea,  he  expects  to  sustain  the  loss. — 
He  is  content  to  hold  his  property  subject  to  this 
contingency.  - 

While  his  debtor  remains  solvent,  which  is  always 
to  be  presumed  until  the  contrary  appear,  the  duty 
of  society  and  the  law  towards  him  and  this  proper- 
ty of  his  is  plain  enough.  If  he  invoke  the  law  in 
the  case,  it  will  come  efficiently  to  his  aid.  If  his 
debtor  attempt  to  elude  his  demand  by  flight  or 
fraud,  it  will  arrest  him  and  restrain  him  of  his  li- 
berty; and,  otherwise,  it  will  seize  the  unwilling 
debtor’s  estate  and  make  the  debt  out  of  it  for  the 
creditor.  When  the  law  by  these  means  has  aided 
the  creditor  in  the  recovery  of  his  property  it  has 
done  all  its  duty  as  against  his  solvent  debtor. 

But  suppose,  before  such  recovery  is  had,  the 
debtor  is  found  to  have  fallen  into  a state  of  hopeless 
insolvency;  in  other  words,  that  contingency  has 
arisen  subject  to  which  the  demand  has  beenholden 
from  its  inception?  In  this  case  a new  duty  has 
arisen  on  the  part  of  the  law. 

The  fact  of  insolvency  being  ascertained,  the  fact 
of  utter  and  hopeless  inability  to  pay  all  his  debts, 
the  debtoi  stands  to  each  creditor,  if  not  in  a new 
lelation,  at  least  in  a relation  materially  modified. — 
His  creditors,  taken  together,  nowr  form  a class, 
looking  for  a common  relief  to  a common  fund, 
which  is  insufficient  to  satisfy  them  all;  and  every 
principle  of  equity  and  justice  requires  that  the  law 
should  interpose  to  give  to  each  his  distributive 
share,  according  to  the  relative  amount  of  his  de- 
mand, at  the  same  time  casting  on  each  an  amount 
of  loss  proportioned  to  the  risk  and  insurance  under- 
taken by  him. 

When  this  is  done,  the  inquiry  arises,  what  more 
remains  for  the  law  to  do?  What  further  aid  can 
the  creditors  demand?  They  cannot  have  the  body' 
of  their  debtor  cut  up  and  divided  between  them,  as 
was  said  might  have  been  done  under  Ihe  law  of  the 
twelve  tables,  or  sell  him  with  his  wife  and  children 
into  slavery’,  irons  iyberim.  They  cannot  at  this 
day  and  in  this  country  load  him  with  chains,  inflict 
stripes  upon  him,  or  throw  him  into  a perpetual  pri- 
son. With  us,  in  this  country,  it  may  be  considered 
as  wholly  settled,  by  a wise  and  humane  public  sen- 
timent and  policy,  that  the  law  will  puisue,  and  will 
permit  creditors  to  pursue,  an  honest  but  unfortu- 
nate and  hopelessly  insolvent  debtor  no  further,  after 
what  remains  of  his  wrecked  fortune  has  been  equi- 
tably divided  amongst  those  to  whom  he  is  indebted. 

Beyond  this  the  law  sees  and  wisely  adjudges  that 
there  is  an  end  of  all  reasonable  hope  of  f urther  ad- 
vantage to  creditors.  A form  of  indebtedness  still 
remains,  but  the  substance  is  gone.  Nothing  is  left 
to  the  debtor  with  which  to  recover  himself  but  his 
hands.  He  may  labor  in  employments  more  or  less 
profitable,  according  to  his  skill  or  his  habits,  but  in 
no  regular  employment  will  or  can  the  wages  of  la- 
bor afford  more  than  a current  support  to  the  laborer 
and  those  dependent  on  him,  so  long  as  he  is  not 
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permitted  to  turn  one  dollar  of  his  surplus  earnings 
into  capital,  or  obtain  one  dollar  of  capital  upon 
credit  with  which  to  aid  him  in  enhancing  the  pro- 
fits of  his  business — a thing  utterly  forbidden  and 
rendered  impossible  to  the  bankrupt  debtor.  To 
hold  the  debtor  or  allow  his  creditors  to  hold  him  in 
this  hopeless  position  is  unjust,  unnecessary  and 
cruel.  It  is  to  bind  him  hand  and  foot  and  lay  him 
down  at  the  feet  of  his  creditors,  a victim  and  a sa- 
crifice, as  much  lost  to  himself,  to  his  family,  and  to 
society,  if  not  as  much  degraded,  as  if,  like  the  deb- 
tor in  Home,  he  might  be  led  through  the  public 
streets  by  his  creditor,  with  a halter  round  his  body, 
and  be  made  the  unresisting  subject  of  blows  and 
personal  chastisement. 

It  is  at  this  point  then  that  society  has  an  eminent 
duty  to  perform  towards  the  debtor  and  towards 
itself.  That  contingency  has  now  happened,  the 
haaard  of  which  the  creditor  was  content  to  run,  (or 
such  consideration  as  was  satisfactory  to  himself; 
his  debtor  has  fallen  into  hopeless  insolvency,  and 
his  demand,  or  some  part  it,  has  sunk  with  him.  He 
has  nothing  to  complain  of.  By  the  very  act  of  lend- 
ing the  debtor  his  proporty,  without  exacting  secu- 
rity, he  consented  to  take  his  share  with  other  cre- 
ditors in  the  risk  of  loss  and  sacrifice  to  which  the 
debtor’s  business  necessaiily  exposed  their  property 
in  his  hands,  and  he  took  or  stipulated  before  hand 
for  his  pay  for  that  very  risk.  The  enterprise  has 
turned  out  an  unlucky  one,  ar.d  he  must  bear  his 
loss.  The  law  has  stepped  in,  as  he  knew  it  would, 
or  as  he  knew  it  might  and  ought,  by  the  terms  of 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  to  make  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  profit  and  loss  between  him  and  his 
partners  in  the  enterprise,  the  other  creditors;  and 
having  done  this,  it  has  done  all  that  the  nature  of 
the  case  admitted  of  for  his  aid  and  benefit.  And 
now  comes  the  case  of  the  debtor,  and  the  interest 
which  society  has  in  his  restoiation. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  to  interfere  in  the 
slighest  degree  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts 
betwe.eu  individuals  is  an  exercise  of  high  transcen- 
dental power  on  the  part  of  government.  This  go- 
vernment does,  when  it  undertakes  to  release  a parly 
from  the  performance  of  any  part  of  his  contract. 
This  power  is  expressly  prohibited  to  the  states  by 
the  constitution;  and  it  is  believed  that  it  belongs  as 
little  lo  this  government  as  to  (he  states,  except  so 
far  as  it  may  be  included  in  the  power  expiessly 
given  to  establish  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies. Within  the  legitimate  range  of  such  laws,  the 
power  undoubtedly  exists;  and  it  had  long  been  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  such  laws,  before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  to  discharge  the  honest  bankrupt 
from  the  remainder  of  his  debts  alter  his  entire 
estate  had  been  applied  ratably  towards  the  payment 
of  them. 

It  is  believed  that  a power  like  this  exists,  of  ne- 
cessity, in  every  country  where  capital  and  credit 
are  extensively  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  bu- 
siness and  of  enterprise.  In  our  country,  it  has  been 
expressly  confided  to  the  federal  government,  and  it 
can  be  exercised,  with  full  effect  by  no  other  au- 
thority. The  duty  of  this  government,  then,  is  as 
plain  as  its  power,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  matter  of 
just  reproach  that  it  has  been  so  long  neglected. — 
After  the  law  has  compelled  the  debtor  to  the  per- 
formance of  his  contracts  as  far  as  all  his  means  will 
go,  and  when  it  has,  on  mature  deliberation,  pro- 
nounced its  solemn  judgment  that  further  perform- 
ance at  the  present  time,  or  at  any  time,  has  through 
unavoidable  misfortune,  become  morally  impossible, 
while  the  ordinary  legal  power  of  his  creditors  over 
him  remains,  then  the  release  of  the  debtor  from  any 
further  legal  liability  on  his  contracts  becomes  the 
indispensable  duty  of  the  governing  power.  Let  (he 
moral  obligation  remain,  as  it  will,  as  strong  as  ever; 
it  is  the  legal  liability  only  which  is  touched.  It  af- 
fects the  remedy,  rather  than  the  obligation.  Govern- 
ment does  not  tear  the  contract,  or  order  it  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  be  cancelled.  It  leaves  to  the  creditor 
the  evidence  ol  his  debt  in  full  possession,  and  it 
does  not  relieve  the  debtor,  in  the  least  degree,  from 
the  lull  moral  force  of  his  promises  and  undertakings 
whenever  he  may  have  ability  to  perform  them.  It 
does  nothing  more  than  withhold  from  the  creditor 
the  aid  and  power  of  the  courts,  after  it  has  judicial- 
ly ascertained  that  further  performance  on  the  part 
of  the  debtor  has  become  impossible.  The  duty  of 
civil  society  lo  supply  to  creditors  the  means  of  co- 
ercion and  remedy,  through  its  courts,  in  ease  of  a 
breach  of  contract,  is  one  of  indispensable  obligation; 
but  government  must  decide  for  itself  when  this  duty 
has  been  faithfully  performed,  and  when  it  has  gone 
far  enough  for  the  ends  of  substantial  justice.  It 
must  have  the  right  to  judge,  in  the  first  place,  what 
inodes  and  forms  of  remedy  it  will  give,  and,  then, 
how  far  such  remedy  shall  be  pursued  and  carried. 
When  it  has  been  pushed  as  far  as  it  is  safe  for  hu- 
man power  to  go — as  far  as  it  can  go  without  unmiti- 
gated evil — then  it  is  time  to  withhold  it. 


On  the  general  principles  which  have  now  been 
stated,  the  main  provisions  of  this  bill  rest.  No  dis- 
tinction is  here  attempted  to  be  set  up  between  an  in- 
solvent system  and  a bankrupt  system.  All  persons, 
whatever  may  be  their  occupation,  who  are  unable 
to  meet  their  debts  and  engagements,  are  insol- 
vents. And  if  they  so  declare  themselves,  they  are 
deemed  bankrupts.  These  are  voluntary  bankrupts. 

It  is  in  regard  to  the  mercantile  classes  only,  or 
those  whose  business  renders  them  directly  liable  to 
the  particular  hazards  which  attend  mercantile  ope- 
rations; it  is  in  regard  to  debtors  in  these  classes 
only,  and  where  their  indebtedness  amounts  to  a 
certain  sum,  that  the  right  is  given  to  creditors,  un- 
der limitations,  and  on  the  happening  of  certain 
events,  to  cause  such  debtors  to  be  declared  bank- 
rupt, and  have  their  estates  seized  for  their  behoof. 
These  are  then  involuntary  bankrupts.  And  this  is 
the  only  distinction  made  in  the  bill  in  regard  to  the 
various  classes  of  insolvent  debtors  in  the  communi- 
ty, to  whom  such  a bill  is  deemed  at  all  applicable. 

The  bill  proceeds  upon  the  principle  that  every 
person  in  the  community,  of  whatever  calling,  who, 
in  the  employment  of  capital  and  credit,  applied,  by 
his  skill  and  industry,  in  production,  has  fallen  into 
hopeless  insolvency,  so  that  all  further  effort  to  re- 
store and  redeem  himself  has  become  evidently  use- 
less, is  entitled  to  the  relief  which  this  bill  is  in- 
tended to  afford;  and  that  in  alt  cases  the  debtor 
may,  if  he  choose,  take  the  initiative.  With  re- 
spect, however,  to  the  particular  classes  just  referred 
to,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  and  proper,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  importance  and  necessity  of 
promptness  and  punctuality  in  meeting  all  their  en- 
gagements, that  it  should  be  put  in  the  power  of 
their  creditors  to  move  against  them  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances, without  waiting  for  them  to  stir  the 
subject  of  their  insolvency. 

In  the  principles  already  stated,  will  be  found  the 
reasons  for  making  the  provisions  of  this  bill  apply 
as  well  to  existing  cases  and  contracts  as  to  those 
which  arise  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 

All  the  legitimate  power  of  civil  society  would  be 
exerted  in  vain  to  coerce  a full  compliance  with  the 
contracts  of  insolvents,  who  have  first  lost  the  means 
of  payment  which  they  had  in  possession,  and  then 
are  stript  by  existing  law's  of  all  the  ordinary  and  in- 
dispensable means  and  instruments  of  accumulation 
ami  recovery.  There  are  supposed  to  be  not  less  than 
500,000  such  persons  now  in  the  U.  States;  men  who, 
though  now  bankrupt  and  ruined  themselves,  have 
by  their  industry  and  skill  in  business,  and  the  use 
of  capital  and  credit,  added  millions  upon  millions 
to  the  aggregate  wealth  ot  the  nation — a wealth  that 
still  subsists,  though  no  part  of  it  is  theirs;  and  who 
need  only  to  be  relieved  from  the  bondage  of  op- 
pressive debt  to  enter  again,  with  renewed  Out 
chastened  energy,  on  the  field  of  enterprise,  and  add 
again  new  millions  to  the  W’ealth  of  the  community. 
Society,  any  more  than  their  own  families,  cannot 
atford  to  lose  the  services  of  such  men. 

It  is  believed,  too,  to  be  the  highest  interest  of 
creditors  themselves  that  the  condition  of  their  in- 
solvent debtors,  either  voluntarily  or  at  their  in- 
stance, should  be  disclosed  before  their  affairs,  once 
on  the  decline,  become  desperate,  leaving  nothing 
available  for  the  payment  of  their  debts.  No  doubt 
whatever  is  entertained  that,  under  a judicious 
bankrupt  system,  more  will  be  realized  to  creditors, 
on  the  whole,  from  their  insolvent  debtors,  than 
would  be  if  they  should  be  left  to  follow’  up  the 
usual  remedies  without  it.  Among  other  advan- 
tages which  creditors  will  have  under  this  bill  is 
that  of  being  relieved  from  those  unjust  preferences 
by  which  it  too  often  happens  that  the  whole  estate 
of  a failing  debtor  is  applied  to  satisfy  a favorite 
creditor  in  full,  while  all  the  rest  are  left  to  bear  the 
loss  of  their  entire  demands. 

That  creditors  themselves  now  feel  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law,  whether 
viewed  as  a question  of  propriety  or  a question  of 
policy  and  humanity,  is  abundantly  evinced  by  the 
numerous  petitions  which  have  come  to  us  from 
every  quarter  of  the  country,  and  especially  from 
the  great  commercial  cities.  The  number  of  those 
who  still  cling  to  ancient  opinions  in  this  matter, 
and  w ho  remonstrate  against  the  escape  of  their  in- 
solvent debtors  out  of  their  hands  on  any  terms,  is 
comparatively  very  small,  and  is  believed  to  be  di- 
minishing almost  daily.  As  we  have  said,  more 
will  be  saved  out  of  insolvents’  estates  under  a judi- 
cious bankrupt  law  than  could  be  without  it;  while 
to  all  persons  engaged  in  prosperous  business,  and 
lo  the  community  at  large,  the  gain  which  must  be 
realized  by  restoring  so  many  valuable  customers 
and  co-operators  in  productive  employment  to  active 
and  profitable  life  and  business  cannot  fail  to  be  im- 
mense. 

This  bill  does  not  include  corporations  among  the 
debtors  on  whom  it  operates.  A recurrence  to  the 


principles  staled  in  this  report  will  show  that  a bill, 
iramed  on  such  a basis  as  this,  could  not,  without 
serious  discrepancy,  embrace  corporations.  Corpo- 
rations aggregate  cannot  be  imprisoned;  nor,  where 
the  corporate  body  is  alone  liable  for  debts,  could 
the  corporators  be  imprisoned  or  held  personally  re- 
sponsible in  any  way.  As  a general,  if  not  an  in- 
variable rule,  these  corporations  end  their  existence 
on  falling  into  insolvency.  Their  effects  are  dis- 
tributed among  their  creditors,  and  the  corporation 
ceases.  Every  thing  is  done  in  this  respect,  in  the 
case  of  a corporation,  under  its  own  charter,  wdiich 
is  proposed  to  be  done,  under  this  bill,  in  the  case  of 
individuals;  while  such  corporations,  being  dissolv- 
ed after  their  effects  are  distributed,  could  not  re- 
quire and  could  not  receive  a discharge  from  their 
debts  as  bankrupts.  They  would  be  discharged  al- 
ready. The  law  of  their  organization  is  or  should 
be  bankrupt  law  enough  for  them.  The  remedy, 
moreover,  in  case  of  insolvency  of  a corporation,  is 
complete,  or  may  be,  in  the  state  where  the  corpora- 
tion exists.  The  corporation  is  a creature  of  the 
slate  law7,  having  a focal  existence,  which,  from  its 
very  nature,  lasts  no  longer  than  its  solvency;  and  if 
the  corporation  falls  into  insolvency,  no  aid  or  au- 
thority on  the  pait  of  the  federal  government  is  ne- 
cessary to  give  all  the  relief  which  the  case  requires 
or  is  susceptible  of.  State  authority  and  state  power 
is  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

The  proposition  which  has  sometimes  been  made 
to  include  incorporated  banks  in  a bankrupt  bill 
proceeds  evidently  on  the  notion  of  the  necessity  of 
restraining  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  of 
creating  currency.  It  is  a question  of  currency;  and 
if  the  power  of  arresting  state  banks  in  their  busi- 
ness of  creating  currency,  or  upon  their  abuse  of 
that  business,  belongs  to  this  government  at  all,  it  is 
believed  that  it  is  not  appropriately  derived  from  the 
clause  in  the  constitution  concerning  bankruptcies, 
but  from  some  authority  which  it  possesses  over  the 
subject  of  currency. 

The  committee  have  not  deemed  it  their  duty  to 
go  into  an  inquiry  concerning  the  constitutional 
power  of  congress  to  legislate  over  state  banks  in 
(he  mode  and  with  the  view  proposed;  which  is  un- 
derstood to  be  that  of  arresting  their  proceedings,  by 
the  legal  interposition  of  this  government,  when- 
ever they  shall  suspend  payments  in  specie.  Whe- 
ther such  a power  exists,  and,  if  it  does  exist,  whe- 
ther it  is  expedient  to  exercise  it,  seems  to  have  no 
immediate  connexion  with  the  subject  now  under 
consideration.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  such 
an  enactment  could  not  find  a proper,  if  it  could  a 
constitutional,  place  in  a bankrupt  law  iramed  on 
the  principles  and  with  the  objects  of  this  bill. 

DF.  BATE  ON  THE  TARIFF. 

We  make  an  extract  from  a debate  In  me  house 
of  representatives  on  printing  a memorial  in  favor 
of  an  increase  of  the  tariff — in  which  the  general  po- 
licy of  a tariff  was  discussed. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  house  would 
agree  lo  the  printing  of  this  memorial,  and  that  the 
representatives  of  that  interest  in  the  United  States, 
which  consisted  of  the  friends  to  a protective  sys- 
tem, would,  in  the  present  session,  come  to  some 
understanding  with  one  another.  He  regretted 
deeply  that  a proposition  made  by  another  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Fornance),  two  or 
three  days  ago  had  passed  away  from  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bouse,  and  he  regretted  that  it  had 
done  so  by  the  action  of  the  Iriends  of  that  very  me- 
morial. It  was  a memorial  from  the  slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania— from  this  same  interest.  And  members 
in  this  house  were  playing  at  cross  purposes  on  this 
subject. 

A gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  had  said, 
some  days  ago,  in  relation  to  this  interest,  that  he 
would  look  out  for  republicans  wherever  he  could 
find  them  against  it.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  look  out  for 
republicans  wherever  he  could  find  them  in  favor  of 
it.  Gentlemen  might  depend  upon  it  that  those  who 
opposed  them  on  this  subject  understood  one  ano- 
ther, and  that  they  acled  together  with  a concerted 
and  united  action. 

He  hoped  that  the  whole  delegation  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  set  aside  all  inferior  considerations, 
and  most  especially  all  party,  factious  considera- 
tions, and  that  they  would  reflect  what  their  inte- 
rest was  on  this  great  question,  and  that  it  was  time 
that  they  should  come  to  an  understanding  with  one 
another,  and  come  to  an  understanding  with  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  same  interest  in  this  house. 
The  subject  was  one  involving  the  great  question 
between  free  labor  and  slave  labor.  It  was  the 
oreat  question  between  compromises  and  a protec- 
five  tariff;  and  if  there  was  a majority  here  deter- 
mined against  all  protection  ol  domestic  industry, 
let  us  know  it— let  us  know  of  whom  that  majority 
consists.  Let  11s  know  of  whom  that  party  consists 
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who  were  in  favor  of  protection;  and  who  they  W'ere 
that  were  in  favor  of  counteracting  the  action  of  fo- 
reign governments  against  the  native  industry  of  our 
own  people. 

Mr.  A.  here  adverted  to  the  recent  proceedings 
in  the  British  parliament  in  relation  to  free  trade 
anil  the  corn  laws,  and  to  the  defeat  which  the  Bri- 
tish ministry  had  sustained  thereon.  He  hoped  that, 
before  the  American  nation  undertook  to  act  upon 
such  a system,  they  would  have  something  more  be- 
fore them  than  the  report  of  a committee  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament.  Let  the  British  government  setthe 
example  of  free  trade,  and  it  would  then  be  time 
enough  for  us  to  meet  them  in  that  spirit. 

He  hoped  the  printing  would  be  agreed  to;  and 
he  wished  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  house  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Fornance)  had 
been  thrown  out  of  the  power  of  this  house.  He 
hoped  the  subject  would  be  considered  at  this  ses- 
sion even  if  there  should  be  no  action  upon  it  until 
the  next.  He  was  for  coming  to  an  issue  upon  it  at 
once. 

He  hoped  also  that  the  other  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania ( Mr.  Bidlack)  would  bring  forward  the 
resolution  to  which  lie  had  referred.  But  let  not  the 
gentleman  move  its  reference  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  There  was  too  much  compromise 
in  that  committee.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
move  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. But  let  us  not  commit  the  lamb  to  the  wolf — 
ognem  commillere  lupe. 

Mr.  Pickens  could  have  no  objection,  he  said,  to 
the  printing  of  the  memorial  if  that  were  the  only 
([uestion.  But  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Adams)  chose  to  make  file  printing  a 
test  question,  and  said  it  was  a question  between 
the  compromise  act  and  a tariff  for  protection — call- 
ing public  attention  to  it  and  expressing  a desire  to 
come  to  an  issue  upon  it — he  (Mr.  P.)  could  not 
consent  to  print  the  memoiiai.  The  gentleman 
had  called  upon  the  friends  of  a protective  tariff, 
and  asked  them  to  combine  and  come  together  with 
a united  action  because  those  opposed  to  them  were 
acting  upon  one  principle.  He  (Mr.  P.)  regretted 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  was 
not  in  his  seat  to  hear  some  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  listen  to  his 
billing  and  cooing  to  the  Pennsylvania  delegation 
upon  this  floor.  Had  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
been  here,  he  might  perhaps  have  been  induced  to 
believe  that  his  charge  as  to  coalition  between 
Kentucky  and  Massachusetts  was  not  true.  Pro- 
bably he  might  have  gone  against  other  compro- 
mises and  other  coalitions,  not  with  Kentucky,  but 
with  the  Pennsylvania  delegation.  Mr.  P.  protest- 

cU  o^oinot  oil  bargain,  aiu!  cualillOnS,  and 

was  understood  most  especially  to  call  upon  Ken- 
tucky not  to  sustain  any  such  bargains,  but  to  sus- 
tain the  spirit  and  the  principles  of  the  compromise 
act. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said  it 
would  be  committing  a bill  if  sent  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  like  sending  a lamb  to  the  wolf. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  repelled  the  insinuation  if  intended  to 
apply  to  him  or  his  friends.  When  he  says  there  is 
too  much  compromise  on  that  committee  for  him, 
who  does  the  gentleman  allude  to?  He  cannot  say 
he  [Mr.  P.]  was  for  compromising.  No;  he  would 
find  in  him  no  compromise.  His  course  was  open 
and  without  compromise  upon  great  principles.  He 
must  allude  to  Others  upon  that  committee;  and  let 
them  answer  for  themselves.  As  to  the  under-cur- 
rent that  gentleman  had  alluded  to  upon  that  com- 
mittee or  in  this  house,  he  would  say  to  the  gentle- 
man that  he  hoped  the  time  would  yet  come  when 
that  under  current,  which  was  now  seen  to  ripple, 
would  swell  and  roll  on  until  we  shall  see  the  vessel 
of  state  bounding  upon  it,  with  as  gallant  a crew  on 
board  as  ever  shouted  for  victory  under  the  flag  of 
liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
say  a few  words  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams),  who  seemed  disposed  to  ring  the  changes 
once  more  on  the  subject  of  the  British  corn  laws, 
and  to  marshal  his  battalions  under  the  banner  of  a 
protective  tariff.  He  had  called  on  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  west,  and  made  an  appeal  particu- 
larly to  the  great  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  come  to 
the  rescue  of  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
northeast.  1 propose  (said  Mr.  K.)  to  examine 
briefly  the  effect  of  the  British  corn  laws  on  the 
grain  growing  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
country.  The  effect  in  the  first  place  is,  to  raise 
enormously7  the  price  of  bread,  and  consequently 
the  price  of  labor  in  England.  This  increases  of 
course  the  cost  of  their  manufactured  goods,  and 
renders  it  inoie  difficult  for  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  to  compete  with  those  of  this  country, 
both  in  our  own  and  foreign  markets.  If,  by  the 


repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  the  price  of  bread  should 
be  reduced  in  England,  and  the  pi  ice  of  grain  in- 
creased in  this  country,  the  cost  of  manufacturing 
would  be  increased  here  and  reduced  there.  It  would 
consequently  be  more  difficult  for  our  manufactures 
fo  compete  with  those  of  Great  Britain. 

It  therefore  cannot  be  to  the  interest  of  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country  to  seek  or  desire  a repeal 
of  the  British  corn  laws.  How  does  the  matter  stand 
in  regard  to  the  grain  growers  of  (his  country?  At 
present  they  have  access  to  the  market  of  Great 
Britain  through  the  colonial  ports  of  Canada  and 
New  Brunswick,  at  a very  low  duty.  The  grain 
growers  of  the  continent  of  Europe  cannot  avail 
themselves  of  this  advantage,  and  consequently  their 
grain  cannot  come  in  competition  with  ours.  If  the 
corn  laws  were  repealed,  the  grain  of  the  continent 
being  much  cheaper  than  ours,  would  exclude  it 
from  the  British  market,  and  consequently  our  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  middle  and  western  stales 
would  no  longer  enjoy  the  great  advantage  they  now 
have  over  all  other  grain  growers  of  exclusive  ac- 
cess to  the  British  market  through  the  colonial  ports. 

I therefore  assert,  sir,  that  both  the  manufacturing 
and  grain  growing  interests  of  this  country  would 
be  greatly  injured  by  the  repeal  of  the  British  corn 
laws.  I call  on  the  members  from  the  west  to  weigh 
well  and  look  with  caution  on  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  when  he  endeavors  to  raise 
their  prejudices  against  the  corn  laws,  and  enlist 
them  under  his  tariff  banner.  They  should  pause 
before  they  believe  that  the  manufacturers  of  the 
north  really  desire  the  adoption  of  any  measure  which, 
if  it  has  the  effect  they  say  it  will,  must  increase 
the  cost  of  labor  in  this  country  and  diminish  it 
in  England.  As  I have  shown,  however,  the  re- 
peal of  the  corn  laws  will  cause  a very  great  de- 
crease in  the  price  of  labor  in  England,  but  no  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  grain  or  labor  in  this  country, 
but  undoubtedly  will  cause  a decrease  in  the  price 
of  both  grain  and  labor,  by  depriving  our  grain  grow- 
ers of  the  advantages  they  now  enjoy  through  the 
colonial  ports. 

Now7,  sir,  one  word  in  regard  to  this  unnatural  alii  ■ 
ance  of  the  west  with  the  east.  Where  do  the  peo- 
ple of  the  western  states  find  the  best  and  most  ex- 
tensive market  for  their  productions?  In  the  south — 
in  the  cotton  growing  states!  not  in  the  east,  or 
manufacturing  districts  of  the  union.  Where  do 
the  farmers  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  all  the  great  west  and  northwest  send  their  corn, 
pork,  bacon,  horses,  hogs  and  mules?  Do  they  send 
them  to  the  eastern  manufacturers?  No,  sir;  they 
send  them  to  the  south.  Whose  interest  ought  they 
therefore  to  consult — the  manufacturers  of  the  east, 
or  the  planters  of  the  south?  Let  them  decide  when 
the  question  of  a tariff  for  protection  comes  up. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
said  that  the  question  of  a protective  tariff  is  a ques- 
tion between  free  labor  and  slave  labor — this  being, 
when  interpreted,  a question  of  taxation  on  the 
south  for  the  benefit  of  the  north?  Now,  sir,  when 
this  question  shall  be  presented,  I shall  join  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pick- 
ens), and  demanded  to  know  where  the  great  state 
of  Kentucky  stands  in  regard  to  the  compromise  act? 
Is  it  possible  that  the  south,  which  affords  a market 
for  the  products  of  the  west  and  manufactures  of  the 
east,  is  to  be  deserted  by  the  former  and  plundered 
by  the  latter?  We  shall  see,  sir. 

Mr.  Pendleton  said  he  did  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  a tariff  on  the  motion  to  print. 
He  rose  merely  to  make  a suggestion  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  King).  That  gentleman 
had  said  the  effect  of  the  English  corn  laws  was  to 
reduce  the  price  of  American  grain,  and  therefore 
was  advantageous  to  the  American  manufacturer. 
He  also  said  that,  at  the  proper  time  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  west  to  support  his  peculiar  notions  upon 
the  subject  of  a tariff.  Now,  be  (Mr.  P.)  wished 
his  friend  from  Georgia,  when  he  made  his  appeal, 
to  be  prepared  to  convince  us  of  the  west  that  reduc- 
ing the  price  of  our  great  staple,  grain,  was  the  way 
to  make  us  rich. 

Mr.  King  said  he  was  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Arnold  had  been,  he  said,  patient  or  rather 
an  impatient  listener  to  this  debate,  and  although  he 
had  carefully  refrained  from  taking  part  in  any  of 
the  long  and  useless  discussions  which  had  charac- 
terized the  last  three  weeks,  yet  he  felt  it  due  to 
himself  now  to  say  a few  words. 

Mr.  A.  after  alluding  to  the  habitual  feeling  of 
respect  and  kindness  which  he  had  ever  felt  towards 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams), 
expressed  the  exceeding  regret  and  pain  with  which 
he  [Mr.  Arnold]  had  witnessed  how  ardently  that 
gentleman  had  seized  upon  every  topic  which  was 
presented,  to  create  a ferment  in  this  house.  He 
was  not  like  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Pickens],  who  had  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  not 


in  his  seat.  On  the  contrary,  he  [Mr.  A.]  rejoiced 
that  that  gentleman  was  not  present  to  hear  the  re- 
marks of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. It  was  with  pain  that  he  had  witnessed  the 
course  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  during 
this  session,  and  with  equal  pain  and  mortification 
he  had  witnessed  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  And  although  what  he  [Mr.  A.]  said 
might  have  no  influence  upon  gentlemen,  yet  he 
would  say — he  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  the  coun- 
try to  say — that  there  wrere  agitators,  incendiaries, 
who  had  seats  in  this  house,  both  from  the  north 
and  the  south. 

[Cries  of — that  is  true — that  is  true.] 

He  had  voted  (he  other  day  to  lay  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  For- 
nance) on  the  table,  because  he  (Mr.  A.)  thought 
that  it  was  not  offered  in  good  faith.  Whenever 
any  important  memorial  or  document  was  present- 
ed here  in  good  faith,  and  a representation  of  its 
contents  was  made,  (as  in  the  case  of  this  memo- 
rial), he  was  willing  to  vote  to  print  it.  that  it  might 
be  sent  forth  to  the  country  for  the  information  and 
enlightenment  of  the  people,  who  were  not  in  the 
mass  politicians.  That  being  the  tribunal  of  the 
last  resort,  it  was  right  that  they  should  be  kept  en- 
lightened. And  his  course  has  been  heretofore,  and 
would  be,  to  print  all  papers  and  documents  neces- 
sary to  that  end.  But  he  hail  entertained  a very 
different  opinion  of  the  memorial  piesented  the 
other  day.  He  believed  if  was  intended — 

The  speaker  interposed  with  the  remark  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  impugn  the  motives  of  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  was  not  doing  so.  That  me- 
morial prayed  for  a protective  tariff.  Those  who 
drew  the  memorial,  and  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
sented it,  knew  that  to  speak  of  a protective  tariff 
to  the  south  was  to  open  Pandora’s  box.  And  the 
memorial  was  couched  in  language  likely  to  be 
most  offensive,  and  calculated  to  affect  the  course 
alike  of  southern  and  northern  men  who  might  be 
in  favor  of  a bank,  but  might  have  conflicting  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  His  vote  upon 
all  questions  which  did  not  legitimately  come  up  for 
the  action  of  the  house  during  the  extra  session  wa3 
not  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  votes  he 
might  give  hereafter.  He  would  vote  now  to  give 
the  go-by  to  all  questions  except  those  for  the  con- 
sideration of  which  congress  had  been  convened; 
he  would  do  nothing  but  the  business  which  he  had 
been  sent  here  to  do. 

Mr.  A.  after  a brief  allusion  to  the  compromise 
act,  and  to  his  own  course  thereon,  said  he  would 
not  now  go  into  the  question  of  the  tariff.  When- 
ever the  issue  should  be  presented  to  the  American 
people  between  a voluntary  and  involuntary  tax,  it 
would  be  one  of  easy  solution.  His  opinions  on 
this  subject  were  fixed;  he  wished  not  to  agitate  it 
now,  but  he  wished  that  the  house  should  proceed 
to  do  the  business  of  the  country.  He  wished  we 
could  have  a test  question,  that  we  might  know  who 
were  our  friends  and  who  our  foes  in  this  house — 
who  were  for  us  and  who  against  us;  because,  if  it 
should  be  ascertained  that  nothing  could  be  done, 
he  should  be  for  adjoining  forthwith.  It  was  to  be 
regretted  that  many  of  our  friends  calling  them- 
selves wbigs,  and  representing  whig  districts  with 
large  majorities,  should  not  ordy  be  found  against 
us,  but  be  found  voting  with  the  opposition  on  this 
floor.  There  was  a powerful  opposition  proper,  and 
there  was  an  opposition  improper,  (so  to  speak), 
and  the  latter  was  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 
former.  Now,  he  wished  to  know  what  he  had  to 
depend  upon.  If,  owing  to  defections  in  the  whig 
ranks,  the  opposition  had  become  so  strong  that 
nothing  could  be  done,  why  they  had  better  go 
home,  and  not  spend  the  motley  of  the  people  in 
everlasting  fiery  debating  and  brawling  upon  every 
little  frittering  question  that  was  brought  before  the 
house.  It  was  a serious  question  whether  the 
friends  of  the  administration  in  this  house,  or  the 
opposition  party,  with  its  new  allies,  was  in  a ma- 
jority here;  and  unless  they  they  could  go  on  and  do 
business,  the  sooner  the  session  was  brought  to  an 
end  the  better. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that,  unless  there  was  some 
important  business  before  the  house,  he  would,  as 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  much  busi- 
ness to  do,  move  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Objections  in  several  quarters. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  would  then  move  that  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  have  leave  to  sit  during 
the  sessions  of  the  house  until  further  order. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  it  was  very  desirable  that  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  should  be  present  during  this 
discussion,  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  involved  a 
most  important  question,  and,  in  the  next  place, 
remarks  had  been  made  affecting  the  very  organi- 
zation of  that  committee,  to  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  reply. 
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Mr.  Fillmore  was  then  understood  to  withdraw 
both  motions. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
resolution  offered  on  Saturday  last  by  his  colleague 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fornance]  , viz:  to  refer 
a petition  presented  by  him,  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  to  the  committee  on  manufactures,  with  in- 
structions. He  had  done  so  because  he  considered 
the  motion  right  in  itself.  He  did  not  stop  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  motive  which  influenced  his  col- 
league, or  whether  the  resolution  was  the  result  of 
a caucus  deliberation,  and  introduced  with  a view, 
as  some  supposed,  to  embarrass  the  action  of  con- 
gress at  the  extra  session.  It  wa3  of  no  conse- 
quence to  him  that  others,  who  were  supposed  to 
participate  in  that  caucus,  had  dodged  the  question 
on  this  floor.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  lake  it 
for  granted  that  there  had  been  a change  of  senti- 
ment on  this  subject  on  the  part  of  his  colleague 
and  some  of  those  politically  associated  with  his 
colleague — a change  similar  to  that  which  seemed 
to  have  taken  place  on  another  important  question. 
He  was  willing  to  believe  that  gentlemen  who  had 
slept  soundly  during  the  whole  period  of  a former 
administration,  had  become  suddenly  awakened  to 
the  interests  of  their  country  on  the  vital  question 
of  the  tariff,  as  in  the  other  house  of  congress  the}' 
had  been  miraculously  aroused  from  their  lethargy 
on  another  important  question — the  controversy 
with  Great  Britain  respecting  the  outrage  on  the 
Caroline.  These  changes  of  sentiment  were  whole- 
some evidences  of  the  influence  of  public  opinion. 
He  was  content,  therefore,  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  his  colleagues  resolution  was  offered  bona  fide, 
and  his  vote  was  accordingly  given  in  its  favor. 

But  he  regretted  to  find  that  oidy  a minority  of 
the  house  voted  with  him,  [Mr.  I.]  on  that  resolu- 
tion. That  a proposition  so  reasonable  in  itself 
should  get  the  go-by  with  the  assent  of  a large  ma- 
jority of  all  parlies;  that  so  many  of  all  parties  on 
this  floor  should  manifest  such  nervous,  shrinking 
and  morbid  sensitiveness  whenever  the  subject  of 
the  tariff  and  protective  duties  was  referred  to,  how- 
ever remotely,  would  cause  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment iri  the  minds  of  those  he  had  the  honor  to  re- 
present. He  was  grieved,  too,  on  Saturday  last, 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Barnard],  had  moved  a series  of  resolutions 
referring  the  various  topics  embraced  in  the  presi- 
dent’s message  to  appropriate  committees,  that  this 
question  was  the  only  one  overlooked.  He  [Mr. 
1.]  had  endeavored  to  supply  the  omission  by  an 
amendment  directing  a reference  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  but  was  cut  off  by  the  sudden  and 
prompt  application  of  the  previous  question.  Why 
was  this,  asked,  Mr.  1.?  Is  this  question  of  the  ta- 
riff to  be  shunned  and  avoided  like  the  ghost  of 
abolition?  Are  the  industiious  classes  of  the  com- 
munity to  be  deprived  of  a hearing  on  this  floor? 
Why  object  to  the  printing  of  the  memorial  now 
presented?  Why  not  refer  all  such  memorials  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures,  that  being  the  ap- 
propriate committee?  Why  not  throw  the  respon- 
sibility on  that  committee,  and  let  them  investigate 
the  subject?  If  it  is  inexpedient  to  act  upon  this 
question  at  the  present  session,  let  the  committee 
say  so.  Even  if  the  house  is  precluded  from  action 
now,  that  is  no  reason  why  the  intervals  of  leisure 
afforded  by  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  other 
topics  could  not  be  appropriately  occupied  by  the 
committee  in  the  investigation  of  this  subject.  He 
believed  it  was  conceded  by  the  opponents  of  a 
protective  tariff  that,  in  the  adjustment  of  duties  on 
imports  for  mere  revenue  purposes,  incidental  pro- 
tection might  be  given  to  domestic  industry  by  dis- 
criminating duties.  He  would  ask  if  that  very  mat 
ter  of  discrimination  did  not  appropriately  belong 
to  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and  he  would 
appeal  to  the  liberality  even  of  those  opposed  on 
principle  to  the  protective  system  to  treat  this  ques- 
tion with  the  same  fairness  which  they  accorded  to 
other  questions. 

Mr.  Pickens  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  how,  in  making  this  appeal  to  the 
liberality  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  south,  he  could 
reconcile  the  distinction  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  between  free  labor  and  slave 
labor,  &c. 

Mr.  Irwin  said  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  him 
to  offer  any  explanation  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whilst 
that  gentleman  was  here  so  ready  and  willingto  ex- 
plain his  own  meaning.  It  would  be  presumptous 
in  him,  ;Mr.  I.)  and  he  would  not  attempt  it. 

Mr.  Irwin  resumed.  He  could  assure  gentle- 
men that  all  attempts  to  give  this  question  the  go-by 
would  prove  futile.  The  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics and  working  men  of  the  country  would  be 
heard.  They  never  would  consent  that  their  peti- 
tions and  memorials  praying  the  consideration  of 


congress  to  subjects  in  which  they  feel  a deep  in-  | 
terest,  should  meet  the  fate  of  abolition  petitions, 
when  their  workshops  were  closed  and  all  branches 
of  domestic  industry  languishing  for  want  of  the 
fostering  care  of  government.  The  question  could 
not  be  long  evaded.  It  would  have  to  be  met  within 
a short  period,  at  the  next  session  at  farthest.  The 
period  limited  by  what  was  called  the  compromise 
act  was  close  at  hand:  an  act  manifestly  in  viola- 
tion of  popular  sentiment — against  the  know  senti- 
ments of  a large  majority  of  the  people  ol  these  U. 
States,  and  caused  by  the  threat  and  menace  of  a 
small  minority  of  those  people.  He,  (Mr.  Irwin), 
would  fail  in  his  duty  to  the  manufacturing  and  in- 
dustrious constituents  whom  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent,  if  he  did  not  protest  against  the  course 
which  gentlemen  of  all  parties  seemed  disposed  to 
pursue  on  this,  to  them,  and  to  the  whole  country, 
most  important  question.  Whenever  the  opportu- 
nity would  beatiorded,  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
a reference  of  that  part  of  the  president’s  message 
which  related  to  the  tariff  and  duties  on  imports  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures.  He  would  ask,  at 
the  same  time,  that  all  petitions  on  those  subjects 
now  laid  on  the  table  might  have  the  same  ap- 
propriate reference.  If  this  reasonable  proposition 
should  be  voted  down,  he  now  gave  notice  of  his 
intention,  at  the  proper  time,  to  introduce  a resolu- 
tion which  gentlemen  might  consider  a test  ques- 
tion, and  which  he  believed  could  not  be  evaded. 
He  was  the  last  man  to  desire  the  introduction  of 
any  embarrassing  topic  at  the  present  session,  but 
he  could  not  close  his  eyes  to  the  obvious  demands 
of  duty  upon  him  as  the  representative  of  a hard- 
working, honest  and  industiious  people.  Gentle- 
men had  spoken  of  what  was  going  on  in  England 
on  the  subject  of  protective  duties.  It  was  true  that 
lord  John  Russell  had  introduced  a bill  for  the  mo- 
dification of  the  corn  laws,  proposing  a reduction 
of  duties,  it  was  said,  equivalent  to  filty  per  cent. 
It  was  at  least  doubtful  whether  the  ministry  would 
be  successful  or  fall  a sacrifice  to  that  measure,  if, 
indeed,  the  measure  itself  originated  in  sincerity. 
Who  could  tell  what  would  be  its  practical  effect 
on  the  manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests  of 
this  country?  Not  one  man  in  all  this  nation.  The 
effect,  many  feared,  would  be  the  entire  prostration 
of  American  industry,  and  the  arraying  against  our 
manufacturinginteresls  other  interests  which  hither- 
to had  been  united  to  them.  Who,  in  this  nation, 
could  foresee  the  end  of  the  agitation  now  going  on 
in  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  her  com  laws?  It 
might  end  like  the  famous  controversy  about  free 
trade  in  that  country  years  ago. 

Gentleman  would  recollect  the  famous  rallying 
cry  of  “Huskinson  and  free  trade”  which  British 
manufacturers  and  British  merchants  spread  even 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  with  the  view  of  affect- 
ing the  decision  of  this  very  question  on  a former 
occasion.  When  the  American  compromise  bill 
passed,  said  Mr.  I.  we  heard  no  more  of  British 
free  trade.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  all  this 
agitation  and  excitement  on  the  subject  of  the  corn 
laws,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  have  not 
their  origin  in  kindred  motives,  and  are  not  intend- 
ed to  work  similar  results  in  this  country.  He  trust- 
ed that  the  motion  to  print  the  memorial  would  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Botts  rose  and  said  that  he  knew  of  no 
practical  good  that  could  result  from  this  debate, 
and  as  there  was  no  important  business  before  the 
house  and  there  was  a gcod  deal  before  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  that  might  be  matured  pro- 
bably in  the  course  of  three  or  four  hours,  if  the  house 
would  afiord  an  opportunity,  and  then  be  proposed 
for  the  action  of  the  house  to-morrow,  he  would 
move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Botts  saidas  he  had  made  his  motion  sim- 
ply for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  committee  ot 
ways  and  means  an  opportunity  to  prepare  busi- 
ness for  the  action  of  the  house,  he  would  withdraw 
his  motion  to  adjourn,  and  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  print. 

[Cries  of  “That  is  it!” 

But  the  house,  by  ayes  79,  noes  90,  refused  to 
second  the  demand. 
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July  22.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  presented  a pe- 
tition of  citizens  of  Dearbon  county,  in  that  state, 
praying  congress  for  the  passage  of  a general  bank- 
rupt law  this  session. 

Mr.  Tallmadgc  presented  petitions  for  the  same 
object,  from  New  York,  and  Reading,  Berks  coun- 
ty, Pa. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a remonstrance  against  the 
same  from  citizens  ot  New  York. 


The  following  resolution  submitted,  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  prepare 
and  lay  before  the  senate,  a list  of  all  articles  imported 
and  subject  to  a duty  of  less  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
under  the  existing  laws;  and,  also,  restricting  the  rate 
of  duties  paid  on  each,  and  the  amount  of  duties  paid 
on  each  class  of  these  articles,  in  1837,  1838  and  1839, 
wiih  the  w hole  value  of  these  articles  imported  in  each 
of  these  years. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Benton  was  adopted,  re- 
questing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
municate to  the  senate  the  proceedings  and  report 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  contractors  and  agents  on  the  public 
buildings. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hender- 
son was  adopted,  calling  on  the  navy  department 
to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  senate,  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible,  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  a 
report  on  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  a naval  de- 
pot and  navy  yard  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  bill  to  change  the  place  of  trial  of  general 
Gratiot,  was  taken  up,  and  alter  considerable  de- 
bate, the  question  on  it3  passage  was  negatived; 
yeas  19,  nays  2G. 

According  to  notice  of  yesterday,  Mr.  Berrien 
moved  to  take  up  the  bankrupt  bill.  He  said  that 
public  attention  had  been  directed  anxiously  to  this 
measure,  as  appeared  from  the  numerous  memorials 
presented  since  they  had  been  in  session.  The  bill 
was  the  same  as  that  introduced  at  an  anterior  ses- 
sion, with  a single  change  as  to  the  limitation  of  the 
time  it  was  to  be  in  force.  It  contained  two  prin- 
ciples; the  one  relating  to  voluntary  bankrupt,  and 
applicable  to  all  persons  without  limit  to  the  amount 
of  indebtedness;  and  the  other  compulsory,  and  ap- 
plicable to  merchants,  retailers,  bankers,  factors, 
brokers,  underwriters  and  marine  insurers,  the 
amount  of  whose  debt  must  not  be  less  than  $2,000. 

The  motion  was  then  carried,  the  bill  taken  up, 
and  read  through  by  sections,  the  objects  of  which, 
Mr.  B.  severally  and  briefly  explained. 

A debate  arose  on  the  filth  section,  Mr.  Barrow 
inquiring  if  its  provisions  were  not  in  conflict  with 
those  ot  the  second,  which  was  important  to  Loui- 
siana, as  protecting  the  rights  of  married  women  and 
minors,  under  ttieir  peculiar  system. 

After  explanation  on  this  by  Messrs.  Beirien, 
Huntington,  Walker  and  Barrow,  no  amendment 
being  made,  the  remainder  of  the  bill  was  read,  and 
one  or  two  slight  modifications  adopted. 

The  bill  was  about  being  reported  to  the  senate, 
when  Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  intended,  if  offered  by 
no  one  else,  to  move  an  amendment,  to  in  elude 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  all  banks,  whether 
incorporated  or  not.  But  as  he  had  not  prepared  it, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  with  a view  to 
give  time  for  the  preparation  of  amendments,  the 
senate  went  into  executive  session;  and,  alter  which, 
adjourned. 

July  23.  Resolutions  were  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Phelps  and  Henderson,  which  lie  over  one  day. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  house  bill  making  appropriations  for 
fortifications  and  for  the  prevention  and  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities,  without  amendment. 

The  seriate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bankrupt  bill,  as  the  general  order. 

Mr.  Nicholson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
include  incorpoiations  within  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  suggested  to  the  senator 
that  he  had  better  modify  his  proposition  so  as  to 
exclude  such  corporations  as  were  owned  wholly  or 
in  part  by  states. 

Mr.  Nicholson  then  sent  to  the  chair  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  to  cooie  in  the  21st  line  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill: 

“Provided,  That  all  banking  corporations,  except 
those  in  which  the  slock  is  owned  wholly  or  in  pait 
by  a state,  or  for  which  a state  is  responsible,  char- 
tered for  the  purpose  of  issuing  notes  or  other  evi- 
dences of  debt,  to  be  put  in  circulation  as.  money, 
shall  be  liable  to  become  bankrupt  according  to  this 
act.” 

Mr.  Nicholson  advocated  the  amendment  at  some 
length.  He  had  made  the  modification  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  friend  from  Alabama,  but  he  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt  of  the  power  of  congress  to  in- 
clude all  banks.  The  evil  this  sought  to  remedy 
had  been  extensively  felt  in  more  than  two-thirds 
ol  this  union,  in  which  the  currency  was  different 
either  in  kind  or  value.  The  amendment  he  had 
proposed  would  reach  the  evil  by  holding  out  to 
every  bank  the  certainty  of  its  dissolution  in  case  of 
suspension. 

Mr.  Benton  attached  immense  importance  to  the 
amendment.  The  opinion  in  regard  to  embracing 
corporations  in  a bankrupt  bill  was  a growing  one. 
He  contended  that  they  came  within  the  provisions 
of  a bankrupt  act,  as  many  of  them  had  suffered 
from  the  fact  of  having  mixed  up  with  their  legiti- 
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mate  business  the  perils  of  banking.  He  insisted 
that  the  effect  of  such  a provision  would  be  to  sepa- 
rate the  sound  banks  from  the  rotten  ones,  and  would 
act  as  a better  regulator  than  any  national  institution 
possibly  could  do. 

Mr.  Woodbury  could  see  no  reason  why  natural 
persons  should  he  subject  to  all  the  penalties  of  this 
law,  and  artificial  persons  should  not.  He  quoted 
Mr.  Appleton’s  opinion  in  favor  of  the  application 
of  such  a law,  as  most  likely  to  be  more  effectual 
in  preventing  specie  payments  than  any  other  mea- 
sure whatever. 

Mr.  Williams  pointed  to  the  state  of  Maine,  where 
the  bankrupt  law  of  the  state  was  in  force  against 
banks,  to  which  he,  in  a great  measure,  attributed 
their  present  soundness. 

Mr.  Sevier  contended  that  the  subject  belonged 
wholly  to  the  states,  and  that  for  this  government 
to  undertake  to  do  what  the  states  had  not  done, 
was  an  implication  that  the  states  had  not  acted  cor- 
rectly; and  he  for  one  would  not  sanction  it  by  his 
vote. 

Mr.  Berrien  replied  at  length  against  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment.  He  thought  difficulties  might 
occur  in  arranging  the  details  and  the  classing  of 
judicial  interests  with  the  state  and  United  States 
courts.  Another  insuperable  objection  was  that  the 
banks  were  laboring  under  embarrassments,  from 
the  present  prostrate  condition  of  commerce,  and 
the  provisions  of  this  act  could  -not  be  extended  to 
them  without  acting  on  the  whole  indebted  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Walker  said  this  had  ever  been  a favorite 
measure  with  him,  since  its  first  suggestion  in  1837. 
There  was  no  danger  of  the  clashing  of  individual 
interests,  because  the  bankrupt  law  would  override 
the  state  laws,  and  it  was  for  that  purpose  it  was 
needed  to  give  uniformity  to  its  action. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  words  ‘’except  those  in  which  the 
stock  is  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  a state,  or  for 
which  a state  is  responsible,”  giving  his  reasons 
therefor  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Henderson  followed  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  had  some  scruples  as  to 
the  power  of  the  general  government  to  interfere 
with  institutions  emanating  from  states,  but  when 
it  was  sought  to  enlarge  their  powers  he  must  at 
once  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Con.  said  that  where  the  powers  of 
the  state  and  general  governments  were  in  conflict 
under  this  act,  the  slate  must  yield.  He  thought 
this  the  time,  above  all  others,  for  the  insertion  of 
such  a provision  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Benton  said  many  of  his  friends  were  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  on  this  amendment,  and  he  would  pro- 
pose that  it  be  printed,  and  lie  over  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  the  matter  had  been  repeatedly 
before  the  senate,  and  as  they  were  much  behind 
the  house,  he  hoped  no  delay  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, which  was  carried:  ayes  20,  noes  17. 

Mr.  Clay  then  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
to  take  up  the  bank  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  to  go  into  executive  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  take  up  the  bankrupt  bill  now; 
and  on  that  called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
qustion  being  on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  Mr.  Clay  appealed  to  the  friends  of  the  bill 
to  suffer  them  to  go  on  with  it  now,  and  not  wait  in 
this  manner  for  the  various  amendments,  greatly  re- 
tarding the  bill,  as  they  had  a mass  of  business  on 
their  table. 

Thequeslion  was  then  taken,  and  the  senate  de- 
cided to  take  up  the  bill,  by  yeas  26,  nays  22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bayard,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Choate,  Clay,  of  Kv.  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Miller,  Phelps,  Por- 
ter, Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbridge — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  ot  Alabama,  Dixon,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Se- 
vier, Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  White,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Calhoun, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 


Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Woodbridge — 34. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  adjourn.  The  long  and 
exhausting  sessions,  and  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
were  such  as  to  cause  great  weariness  and  lassitude. 
The  motion  was  lost — 17  to  23. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
which  relates  to  the  privileges  allowed  to  married 
women  and  minors,  in  the  second  section,  on  the 
ground  that  it  deprived  the  bill  of  that  uniformity  of 
system  which  ought  to  belong  to  a general  bank- 
rupt law. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hun- 
tington and  Walker. 

Mr.  Mouton  said,  if  this  provision  was  stricken 
out,  he  could  not  give  his  support  to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts, Nicholson.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Se- 
vier, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 17 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Woodbridge 
— 29. 

Mr.  McRoberts  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  “more  than  two  months”  from  the  second 
section,  but  it  did  not  prevail. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Young,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  exclude  from  the  privileges  of  the  act 
all  persons  who  had  alien  trusts  confided  to  them. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  senate  as 
amended,  on  the  question  that  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
Mr.  Prentiss  rose  and  delivered  his  views  at  some 
considerable  length  against  the  general  features  of 
the  bill,  declaring  it  to  favor  the  debtor  interest 
alone,  while  that  of  the  creditor  was  entirely  over- 
looked. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  engrossment,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbridge,  Young — -27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright — 22. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  24.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a bundle  of 
memorials  asking  the  enactment  of  a bankrupt  law. 
They  were  from  cities  and  other  portions  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  states  of  N.  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  two  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Phelps,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  our 
commercial  intercourse  with  Sardinia  and  other 
countries,  were  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  bankrupt  bill  was  then  read  athird  time,  and 
on  the  question,  “shall  this  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Tallmadge  rose  and  spoke  for  upwards  of  an 
hour  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  followed  at  some  considerable 
length  against  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  its  de- 
tails. 

Mr.  Walker  followed  in  reply,  contending,  with 
great  earnestness,  for  the  principles  of  the  bill  and 
its  details. 

Mr.  Berrien  replied  at  length  to  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Buchanan,  defending,  with  much  zeal,  the 
principles  and  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said,  as  the  bill  involved  very  im- 
portant principles,  he  would  move  that  the  question 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  ypas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Hender- 
son, Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter.  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Williams, Wood- 
bridge  Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Graham,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright — 23. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  take  up  the  bank  bill, 
and  requested  that  the  question  on  agreeing  with 
the  committee  on  the  several  amendments  should 
be  taken  separately  on  each. 

This  motion  having  been  agreed  *to,  the  question 
was  taken,  and  several  of  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

The  amendment  to  the  11th  section  having  been 
read,  viz: 

“Provided  no  assignment  or  transfer  of  stock 
shall  at  any  time  be  made  to  others  than  citizens  of 


the  United  States,  or  corporations  and  companies 
of  the  several  states,  or  of  the  United  States  and 
territories  thereof;  and,  if  otherwise  made,  the  same 
shall  be  void,  and  the  stock  so  unlawfully  transfer- 
red shall  be  forfeited  and  accrue  to  the  surplus  fund 
of  the  bank.” 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  could  not  on  full  reflection 
agree  to  that  amendment.  It  was  putting  a restric- 
tion on  the  holder,  which  would  impair  the  value 
of  his  property.  He  thought  the  other  provisions, 
which  forbid  foreigners  and  foreign  corporations 
from  taking  any  stock,  were  amply  sufficient  with- 
out the  insertion  of  this  proviso.  The  bill  already 
contained  almost  every  possible  restriction,  and  yet 
threats  of  war  had  been  made  on  it  from  the  other 
side.  He  hoped  this  amendment  would  not  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Walker  declared  that  to  confine  the  taking 
of  stock  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  be 
rendered  entirely  nugatory  if  this  provision  were 
abandoned.  What  difference  did  it  make  if  the 
stock  was  allowed  to  be  sold  by  owners  to  foreign- 
ers, and  what  guard  would  the  other  proviso  be  if 
American  owners  could  sell  to  them  at  pleasure? — 
None  whatever.  And  this  clause  was  put  in  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose  of  forbidding  such  sale. 
The  senator  from  Kentucky  had  made  some  allu- 
sion to  threats  of  war  on  the  bank,  and  be  could 
tell  that  senator  that  if  it  is  to  be  made,  it  would  be 
much  more  likely,  and  there  would  be  much  stron- 
ger ground  for  it,  if  the  bank  should  be  in  posses- 
sion of  British  stockholders,  and  in  that  event  it 
would  be  more  easily  vanquished. 

Mr.  Huntington  made  some  observations;  when 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  proposition. 

The  question  stood  for  striking  out  24,  against 
it  26. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  17th  section 
having  been  read — 

“Giving  to  any  number  of  stockholders  of  said 
bank  not  less  than  ten,  and  to  their  agents  or  attor- 
neys in  fact,  the  privilege  in  such  examination  to 
inspect  any  and  all  private  and  individual  accounts, 
dealings,  and  accommodations  with  said  bank  and 
its  several  offices  of  discount  and  deposite.” 

Mr.  Cluyton  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be 
concurred  in,  and  pointed  out  the  effects  likely  to 
ensue  from  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Walker  said  this  amendment  was  made  on 
his  motion,  and  had  been  concurred  in  by  the  whig 
side  of  the  senate.  If  there  was  any  one  subject  pn 
which  the  whigs  were  more  united  than  on  another, 
it  was  on  this  very  provision.  Could  it  be  possible 
that,  after  all  the  abuses  which  experience  had 
shown  to  have  sprung  from  the  want  of  such  a fea- 
ture in  a charter,  it  could  now  be  voted  down? — 
Unless  gentlemen  intended  that  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank  should  be  veiled  in  secrecy  and  myste- 
ry, they  would  not  interfere  with  that  proposition. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  evils  which  gentlemen 
seemed  to  fancy  could  not  occur.  If  there  was  any 
bank  bill  which  came  within  a hundred  miles  of 
the  present  in  point  of  guards  and  restrictions,  he 
should  like  to  see  it.  What  did  the  prior  clause  of 
the  section  say?  Had  not  the  head  of  the  treasury 
the  right  to  inspect  books,  papers,  and  even  ac- 
counts of  individuals?  Was  not  the  condition  of 
the  bank  to  be  published  monthly?  And  were  not 
the  bank  and  its  branches  open  at  all  times  to  the 
free  and  unrestricted  inspection  of  a committee  of 
either  house  of  congress,  committee  of  the  stock- 
holders, and  to  each  and  ^all  the  directors  of  the 
bank?  And  yet  senators  talk  of  “shrouding  in  se- 
crecy! veiling  in  mystery,”  when  the  present  char- 
ter had  outstripped  all  that  had  ever  preceded  it, 
in  the  care  taken  to  prevent  every  abuse.  By  the 
amendment  as  it  stood,  any  number  of  stockhold- 
ers not  less  than  ten,  and  owning  only  a single 
share  of  stock,  which  might  have  been  obtained 
only  the  day  before,  have  the  right  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  all  the  private  dealings  of  the  bank. 
Such  a clause  would  place  the  institution  complete- 
ly at  the  disposal  of  its  enemies.  Persons,  from 
whim,  caprice  or  malice,  could  derange  or  inter- 
rupt its  functions.  He  would  therefore  move  to 
modify  the  amendment  so  as  to  insert  after  the 
word  ten,  “ who  shall  hold  in  their  own  right  five  hun- 
dred shares  of  said  bank,  and  shall  have  held  the  same 
three  months  prior  thereto,” 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  ttie  amendment  had  been 
placed  where  it  stood  alter  a solemn  argument  in 
the  committee.  Now,  the  proposition  was  to  open 
the  examination  to  the  rich  and  wealthy  stockhol- 
der, but  not  to  the  poor.  Before  an  examination  can 
be  made  the  stockholders  must  own  $.5,000  worth 
of  stock,  while  ter.  individuals  with  one  or  more 
share  only  could  not  have  that  privilege.  Why 
make  the  rich  stockholder  more  powerful  than  he 
was?  Why  make  so  odious  a discrimination,  and 
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one  so  directly  at  war  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of 
our  institutions?  Why  not  leave  it  open  to  all?  He 
should  demand  the  yeas  arid  nays. 

Mr.  Clay.  The  poor!  the  poor!  were  to  be  abridg- 
ed of  their  rights!  How  so?  Was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  any  ten  stockholders  who  might  get  hold  of  a 
single  share  for  the  purpose  of  prying  into  private 
accounts  of  individuals,  or  of  destroying  the  insti- 
tution, would  be  permitted  to  do  so?  What  mer- 
chant, what  business  man,  would  keep  his  accounts 
or  make  his  deposites  in  such  an  institution,  under 
such  circumstances?  The  object  was  not  as  the 
senator  had  supposed,  to  prevent  examination;  but 
he  did  not  desire  to  see  the  amount  so  small  that 
any  speculator  or  his  agent  should  have  the  power 
to  examine  into  the  concerns  of  the  bank  for  sinister 
purposes.  The  senator  from  Mississippi  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  each  one  of  the  stockhol- 
ders should  hold  five  hundred  shares;  it  what  that 
amount  in  their  aggregate  capacity;  it  was  necessa- 
ry that  amount  should  be  represented  before  such 
examination  was  made;  and  any  stockholders  hav- 
ing cause  lor  fear  could  at  any  time  associate  to- 
gether—that  was,  any  nine  of  them  could  associate 
with  one,  if  they  pleased,  so  as  to  secure  the  ob- 
ject. The  principle  of  his  amendment  came  from 
the  other  house;  the  popular,  the  democratic  branch. 

Mr.  Walker  was  not  aware  that  the  other  branch 
had  adopted  the  feature. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  in  the  bill  before  that  body. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  being  taken,  the 
vote  stood  as  follows: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  lnd.  Southard,  Talimadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nichol- 
son, Pierce,  Porter,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon, 
Tuppan,  Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright,  Young 
— 25. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Clay  now  expressed  a hope  that  the  entire 
amendment  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Porter  had  voted  tor  the  amendment.  He 
had  some  experience  in  relation  to  the  banking 
piinciple,  and  he  thought  the  principle  of  publicity 
a very  salutary  one;  but  he  was  not  aware  at  the 
imeofthe  abuse  to  which  it  might  be  subjected. 
He  would  move  to  modify  the  amendment  so  as  to 
insert  after  the  word  ten,  “each  of  whom  shall  hold 
not  less  than  five  shares.” 

Mr.  Walker  professed  himself  satisfied  with  the 
modification,  and  it  w'as  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Culhbert,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Porter,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham.  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Inda.  Southard,  Talimadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 26. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

July  26.  Mr.  Sevier  presented  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  a Choc- 
taw Indian  now  in  this  city,  praying  for  the  confir- 
mation of  certain  land  titles  to  that  tribe. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  presented  a petition  signed  by 
many  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, who  were  men  of  business,  calling  the  at- 
tention of  congress  to  the  business  condition  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  owing  to  the  state  in  which 
the  bank9  of  the  District  were  left  by  the  late  ad- 
ministration, and  respectfully  asking  the  recharter 
of  the  banks  of  the  District  for  a limited  time. 

The  bank  bill  was  then  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  the  further  concurrence  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  providing  that  the  bank  shall  not 
increase  the  amount  of  debts  due  to  it  when  the 
notes  exceed  three  times  the  amount  of  specie  in  its 
vaults,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  modifi- 
ed so  as  to  provide  that  the  bank  shall  not  knowingly 
increase  the  amount  of  debts  due  to  it,  when  the 
notes  in  circulation  exceed  three  times  the  amount 
of  specie  in  its  vaults;  and  whenever  such  excess 
takes  place,  it  shall  be  Ihe  duty  of  said  corporation  to 
return  to  this  proportion,  with  as  little  delay  as  will  be 
safe  and  practicable . 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay 
and  Huntington,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Walker, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  and  Linn. 


The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  committee  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  lnd.  Southard,  Talimadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  amendment  in  the  same 
fundamental  rule,  providing  that  no  note  or  bill  of 
which  any  member  of  either  house  of  congress  of 
the  United  States,  is  maker,  drawer,  endorser,  ac- 
ceptor, or  otherwise  a party,  shall  be  discounted. 

Mr.  Walker  said,  to  remove  the  senator’s  objec- 
tions, he  would  propose  a modification,  to  provide 
that  no  note  should  be  discounted  by  a member  of 
congress.  Would  the  senator  compromise?  He  had 
before  compromised,  and  on  this  ground  they  might 
now  meet. 

Mr.  Clay,  said  it  would  be  a great  improvement, 
but  the  amendment  would  still  be  open  to  objec- 
tion, a3  an  unreasonable  interdiction  to  members  of 
congress.  He  would  vote  for  the  amendment,  if  the 
senator  would  offer  it,  though  he  should  be  after- 
wards obliged  to  vote  against  the  whole  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Walker  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment and  insert,  the  proviso,  that  no  note  or  bill 
shall  be  discounted  for  any  member  of  either  house 
of  congress. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  no  member  of  congress  ought 
to  be  a borrower  at  this  bank,  and  he  was  willing  to 
interdict  them  in  thi3  manner,  which  was  but  a 
small  injury  to  them,  as  there  were  many  other 
banks  at  which  they  might  borrow.  If  this  power 
was  given,  the  directors  would  assist  each  other  in 
making  loans. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  not 
to  have  any  loans,  and  therefore  they  would  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  directors  of  the  branches. 

Mr.  Buchanan  advocated  the  amendment  at  some 
length. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  dwelt  on  the  propriety  of  the  majo- 
rity adopting  the  amendments,  of  a just  nature,  of- 
fered by  the  opposition,  in  order  to  avoid  all  idea  of 
the  bank  being  a political  institution. 

By  general  consent,  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee was  modified  by  adopting,  unanimously,  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Walker,  who  then,  at 
some  length,  advocated  the  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  Benton  read  from  the  report  of  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  bank,  a state- 
ment showing  the  amount  of  its  loans  to  members 
of  congress,  editors  of  newspapers,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  further  opposed  the  amendment.  What 
was  the  principle  contained  in  it?  It  was  that  mem- 
bers of  congress  should  not  share  in  the  benefits  of 
an  institution  to  be  created  by  their  votes.  On  the 
same  piinciple,  it  might  be  supposed  that  they  vot- 
ed to  reduce  the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
their  clothing  cheaper. 

Messrs.  Cuthbert  and  Linn  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  only  hope  to  this  country 
was  in  repeal.  The  amendments  were  to  be  voted 
down.  He  referred  to  loans  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  one  year,  and  three  hundred  thou 
sand  in  another,  by  the  old  bank  to  members  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  greater  part  of  the  loans 
were  made  by  those  opposed  to  the  bank. 

Mr.  Buchanan  had  no  doubt  of  that. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amendment 
as  modified  concurred  in,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Preston, 
Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  Williams  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 
25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  lnd. 
Southard,  Talimadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 24. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee,  providing  “that  the  entire  liabilities 
of  any  one  director  of  any  of  said  offices  to  said 
corporation  may  exist  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars,”  after  a few  remarks  in  its  sup- 
port hy  Messrs.  Benton  and  Cuthbert,  it  was  adopted 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholson, Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con. 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young— 27. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Simmons.  Smith,  oflnd. 
Southard,  Talimadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 24. 

After  a concurrence  in  various  others,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee  were  gone  through. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  offered  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  allow  payment  of  sub- 
scriptions ot  stock  in  the  bank  to  be  made  in  certi- 
ficates of  stock,  issued  under  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  authorising  a loan  not  exceeding  twelve  millions 
dollars.”  This  amendment  was  adopted  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  several  verbal  amendments  con- 
sequental  on  this,  which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Huntington  renewed  his  motion  for  amend- 
ment made  in  committee,  providing  that  no  notes 
of  less  denomination  than  five  (instead  of  ten)  dol- 
lars shall  be  issued.  He  advocated  this  at  some 
length. 

After  discussion  by  Messrs.  Woodbury,  Bayard, 
Tappan,  Buchanan,  Huntington,  Sevier  and  Hender- 
son, the  amendment  was  lost  bv  an  equal  vote,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss’, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmage,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Rives.  Sevier, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 25. 

Mr.  Walker  offered  his  amendment  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  some  days  since,  to  strike  out, 
at  page  14,  from  line  16th  to  20th  the  provision  that 
three  directors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president, 
and  insert  a proviso,  that  during  the  next  session  of 
congress  four  directors  shall  be  appointed  by  con- 
gress-two by  the  house  of  representatives,  to  be 
chosen  at  the  same  ballot,  each  member  being  per- 
mitted to  vote  for  one  director  only,  and  the  two 
persons  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be 
declared  elected;  and  two  directors  to  be  chosen  in 
like  manner  by  the  senate,  and  the  four  directors  to 
be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  of  every  year,  during  the  existence 
of  said  corporation. 

This,  being  advocated  by  Mr.  Walker  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Clay,  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Linn,  McRoberts,  Pierce,  Stur- 
geon, Walker,  Williams,  Wiight, — 7. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fultonj 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Talimadge,  Tappan,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 35. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  striking  out  the  words  “debts  due,  and  becoming 
due  to  said  bank,”  and  insert  the  words  “the  dis- 
counts, loans  and  other  investments,  bearing  interest 
of  said  bank,”  ( which  should  never  at  any  time  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,  and  seven- 
ty-five per  cent  advance  thereon. 

After  some  conversation  by  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Simmons  and  Buchanan,  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed, without  a division. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  insert,  at  page  14,  line  52,  the 
following:  “and  no  person  who  was  president  or 
director  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  government  directors  were  ex- 
cluded from  knowledge  or  participation  in  the  affairs 
of  the  said  bank,  and  shall  have  concurred  in  said 
exclusion  or  in  the  measures  ol  the  bank  producing 
curtailment,  panic  or  pressure,  in  1833  and  1834, 
shall  ever  be  a director  or  agent  of  this  bank  or  anv 
of  its  branches.” 

This  was  supported  by  Mr.  Linn,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Clay.  It  was  then  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholson, Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
Woodbury,  Wright, — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

Mr.  McRoberts  moved  to  insert,  at  page  18th  line 
53,  “and  no  person  who  was  a director  of  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  a director  at  the  time 
the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  was 
refused  leave  to  examine  said  bank,  shall  ever  be 
eligible  to  the  place  of  director,  president,  or  officer 
of  this  bank  or  any  of  its  branches;  nor  shall  any  per- 
son be  re-eligible  who  shall  have  voted  for  any  wil- 

i ful  invasion  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  during  pre- 
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vious  service  therein;  and  every  person  appointed 
director  of  this  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  in  duplicate,  declaring 
that  he  has  not  wilfully  concurred  in  any  violation 
of  this  act;  and  all  false  swearing  therein  shall  be 
held  and  deemed  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  be 
punishable  therefor.” 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  this  bill  of  attainder  would  meet 
the  fate  ol  its  predecessor.  He  would  as  soon  vote 
for  it  on  principle,  as  to  vote  to  take  these  men  up, 
and  try  and  hang  them  without  judge  or  jury. 

Mr.  McRoberls  said  the  amendment  did  not  go  as 
far  as  to  hang  them,  but  disapprobation  to  some  de- 
gree ought  to  be  expressed  against  them. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pheips,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  insert  at  the  34th  page,  9th 
line,  alter  the  word  “bank,”  “and  so  much  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  so  much  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  so  much  of  every 
treasury  regulation  as  are  applicable  to  the  public 
moneys  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  shall 
be  held  and  taken  to  apply  to  said  moneys  when 
deposited  or  placed  in  said  bank  or  branches.” 

Mr.  Clay  said  a previous  section  of  the  bill  pro- 
vided that  money  deposited  in  this  bank  shall  be 
taken  to  be  in  the  treasury,  liable  lo  be  taken  out 
only  by  check. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Moulon,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  ofKy.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  insert  at 
page  21,  line  124,  a provision  that  no  loan  should 
be  made  by  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  to  any 
individual,  company,  corporation  or  state,  of  a lar- 
ger amount  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  so  long  as  any 
applications  are  pending  or  rejected  of  a less  amount, 
on  good  notes,  or  bills  of  exchange  which  are  suffi- 
ciently secured. 

This  was  rejected,  by  the  following  vote: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum.  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 2S. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  add  at  the  20th  page,  line 
1 16,  “nor  shall  any  member  of  congress,  during  the 
time  that  he  is  a member,  or  for  two  years  thereaf- 
ter, be  a stockholder  in  said  bank  or  attorney  or 
counsel  to  the  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  or  be 
in  any  way  employed,  or  receive  any  compensation 
from  it,  or  any  gratuity  whatever.” 

This  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberls,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, -Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives.  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 29. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  add  at  the  close  of  the  bill 
as  an  additional  section,  the  following: 

“ And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  being  an  act 
to  create  a fiscal  agent  for  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  congress  hereby  asserts  the  power  under  the 
constitution,  to  alter  or  repeal  the  same  at  pleasure,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  loans 
that  may  be  contracted  under  its  provisions.” 

To  this,  Mr.  Walker  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: “And  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  any  property  held  under  said  act  by  such 
alteration  or  repeal,  in  any  manner  repugnant  to  the 
5th  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.” 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected 
without  a division;  and  the  question  then  being  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tappan,  this  was  rejected  as 
follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young— 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choat,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

Mr.  King  moved  to  insert  a prohibition  of  loans 
or  discounts  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  vice  president,  to  the  heads  of  any  of  the  exe- 
cutive departments,  the  postmaster  general,  and  at- 
torney general  of  the  United  States  included,  or  to 
any  judge  of  the  supreme  court. 

After  a brief  discussion,  by  Messrs.  King  and 
Walker  this  amendment  was  negatived,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  F ulton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge— 27. 

Mr.  King  suggested  (o  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Morehead) , as  the  amendments  were 
completed,  to  suffer  the  bill  now  to  be  engrossed  to 
a third  reading,  as  this  would  cutoff  further  amend- 
ments that  might  arise  to  binder  the  bill,  and  on  the 
question  of  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  the  whole 
subject  would  be  open  for  discussion,  He  wa3  pre- 
prepared to  take  the  vote  on  the  engrossment  now, 
and  thus  they  would  be  enabled  sootier  to  take  the 
question  on  its  final  passage. 

A further  conversation  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  Calhoun  and  King  desired  the  question  now 
to  be  taken  on  the  engrossment;  and  Messrs.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Morehead  declined  binding  them- 
selves, and  positively  cutting  off  all  amendments,  as 
they,  the  friends  of  the  bill,  were  responsible  for  it, 
and  in  the  haste  in  which  they  had  gone  through  it, 
they  might  have  passed  over  some  necessary  amend- 
ments. They  would  agree  to  fix  any  hour  to-mor- 
row which  the  opponents  of  the  bill  would  agree 
fo.say  twelve  o’clock,  when  the  debate  should  cease, 
and  the  question  be  taken  on  the  amendments,  if 
any,  and  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill. 

Oti  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

July  27.  Mr.  Young  presented  a memorial  from 
a number  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  not  only  in  the  states  and  ter- 
ritories, but  depreciating  any  foreign  influence  in 
the  matter,  or  any  union  of  church  and  state.  The 
motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mien  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Belmont,  remonstrating  against  a national  bank,  as- 
sumption of  state  debts,  protective  tariff,  and  the 
distribution  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  of  the  anti- 
slavery society  of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  abolish- 
ing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Motion  to 
receive  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a number  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania praying  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank  and  branches  in  the  several  states. 

Mr.  Preston  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill,  the 
subject  matter  of  which  did  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  business  laid  down  for  action  at  the  pre- 
sent session;  but  such  was  the  condition  of  the  bu- 
siness under  the  commission  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  that  he  hop- 
ed (he  introduction  of  the  bill  would  be  admitted  by 
general  consent. 

Leave  having  been  granted,  Mr.  P.  introduced  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 
T wice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations. 

Mr.  Tappan,  by  general  consent,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  for  a distribution  of  a certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  Digest  of  Patents;  which  was 
made  the  special  order  for  Frida}'  next. 

Mr.  Benton  sent  an  amendment  to  the  chair, 
which  he  meant  to  offer  when  the  duty  bill  came 
up.  He  said  gentlemen  had  been  hunting  up  every 
thing  for  taxation  except  physic  and  gew-gaws.  it 
was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  fiscal  bank  was  then  ta- 
ken up. 

Mr.  Morehead  rose  and  delivered  his  views  in  fa- 
vor ol  the  bill  in  a speech  of  upwards  of  two  hours’ 
length. 

Messrs.  Calhoun,  Mien,  Benton  and  others  re- 
joined. 


Mr.  Simmons  theu  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday  on  the  proposition  to  limit  the  issue  of 
notes  of  not  less  denomination  than  $5.  He  had 
voted  in  the  negative,  but  fiom  conversations  with 
his  friends,  it  was  thought  desirable  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  currency,  to  make  the  proposed 
change. 

Mr.  Huntington  briefly  explained  the  object  in 
view. 

When  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans.  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter.  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 

W oodbridge—  27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  "Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr  Benton,  and 
advocated  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Huntington’s  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

Mr.  Clay  then  addressed  the  senate  at  some  con- 
siderable length  in  favor  of  the  following  amend- 
ment; which  was  to  strike  out  a portion  oi  the  16th 
fundamental  rule,  and  to  insert  the  following: 

“And  the  said  directors  may  also  establish  one  or 
more  competent  offices  of  discount  and  deposite  in 
any  territory  or  district  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
any  state  with  the  assent  of  s-uch  state;  and  when 
established,  the  said  office  or  offices  shall  not  be  re- 
moved or  withdrawn  by  the  said  directors  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  the  charter,  without  the  previous 
assent  of  congress:  Provided  in  respect  to  any  state 
which  shall  not,  at  the  first  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture thereof  held  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  re- 
solution or  other  usual  legislative  proceeding,  uncon- 
ditionally assent  or  dissent  to  the  establishment  ot 
such  office  or  offices  within  it,  the  assent  of  the  said 
state  shall  thereafter  be  presumed;  and  provided, 
nevertheless,  that  when  it  shall  become  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  any  of  the 
powers  granted  in  the  constitution,  to  establish  an 
office  or  offices  in  any  of  the  states  whatever,  and 
the  establishment  whereof  shall  be  directed  by  law, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  directors  to  establish 
such  office  or  offices  accordingly.” 

Mr.  Rives  followed  at  great  length  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Preston  addressed  the  senate  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

Messrs.  Calhoun,  Walker  and  Buchanan  each 
spoke  at  length  in  opposition  lo  it. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Rives 
in  reply  at  very  considerable  length;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,.  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tspan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

Here  there  was  cries  “question  on  engrossment — • 
question  on  engrossment.” 

The  question  being  then  taken,  f he  vote  stood  for 
engrossment  as  follows: 

YEaS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wal- 
ker, Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

The  senate  then  adjourned,  alter  a protracted  ses-  i 
siott  of  seven  hours. 

July  28.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a mes- 
sage from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  en- 
closing a communication  from  the  department  of 
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slate,  in  relation  to  arrearages  of  the  outfits  for  di- 
plomatic agents  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Preslon,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 

This,  after  some  conversation  h^  Messrs.  Bu- 
chanan, Preston  and  Woodbury,  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  bill  from  the  house, 
making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  In- 
dian hostilities,  was  taken  up,  and  being  read,  was 
open  for  amendments. 

Alter  an  interesting  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
fortifications,  in  which  Messrs.  Sevier,  Preston, 
Pierce,  Henderson,  King,  Barrow,  Woodbury  and 
Linn  participated,  Mr.  Barrow  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  to  Saturday  next;  which  motion  was  carried 
and  the  bill  postponed  accordingly. 

The  fiscal  bank  bill  having  been  read  a third  time, 
and  on  the  question  “shall  this  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  deliver  his  views  against  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  which  had  been  engrafted 
on  the  bill  yesterday.  He  said,  if  the  charter  was 
brought  before  the  supreme  court  by  a writ  of  er- 
ror, it  would  be  reversed  at  once.  He  said  he 
would  undertake  to  go  into  court  with  his  writ, 
and  return  with  a reversal  as  soon  as  the  papers 
could  be  read.  Mr.  B concluded  his  remarks  with 
a motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Dixon  replied  to  Mr.  Benton,  and  controvert- 
ed his  position  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  of 
yesterday,  surrendered  the  branching  power  to  the 
states.  He  contended  that,  although  there  was  no 
express  power  in  the  constitution  authorising  con- 
gress to  incorporate  a bank,  with  or  without  branch- 
es, or  within  or  without  the  District  of  Columbia, 
yet  the  same  might  be  done  by  congress  whenever 
they  were  convinced  that  such  an  institution  would 
be  necessary  and  proper  in  carrying  into  execution 
any  of  the  express  substantive  powers  conferred  by 
the  constitution  on  congress. 

He  said  it  was  the  province  of  congress  to  deter- 
mine when  that  exigency  had  occurred,  and  whe- 
ther they  determined  at  present  or  held  the  same 
for  further  consideration,  it  made  no  difference;  the 
right  was  not  surrendered,  it  was  affirmed  by  its 
future  contemplated  action.  They  held  the  power, 
and  would  decide  it  according  to  the  test  suggested 
by  general  Harrison,  in  which  all  seemed  to  ac- 
quiesce; that  he  would  sanction  a bank  when  con- 
vinced that  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  execute 
the  other  powers  of  government;  that  congress  still 
retains  this  power,  anil  will  order  branches  where- 
ver that  necessity  is  proved  to  exist. 

Mr.  White  addressed  the  senate  for  some  time  as 
to  his  peculiar  understanding  of  the  amendment 
that  had  been  adopted  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Woodbury  made  a brief  remark  in  favor  of 
postponing  the  bill.  He  pronounced  it  delect  in 
detail,  and  said  he  hoped  it  would  be  postponed  at 
least  until  a better  could  be  matured. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  indefinite 
postponement,  and  decided  in  the  nagative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  ot 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tapan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 28. 

[Cries  of  “question!  question!”] 

Mr.  Henderson  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a 
speech,  butsimply  a confession.  If  he  had  betn  pre- 
sent on  yesterday,  he  should  have  voted  against  the 
amendment,  but  he  had  withdrawn  rather  than  vote 
against  the  proposition  of  those  with  whom  he  had 
been  politically  associated.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
principle,  the  time,  manner  and  occasion.  He 
should  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 26 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wriglit,  Young — 23. 

As  soon  as  the  vote  was  announced,  (here  was  a 
very  considerable  sensation  of  applause  in  the  gal- 
leiies,  which  occasioned  one  or  two  faint  cries  from 
below  of  “clear  the  galleries.”  No  attempt,  how- 
ever, was  made  to  do  so. 


Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  this  District; 
but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  July  22.  Mr.  King  wished  to  call  up 
the  resolution  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a line  or  lines  of  armed  steamers,  but 
Mr.  Morgan  objected. 

The  house  were  then  occupied  during  the  whole 
session  from  ten  o’clock  till  two — in  the  discussion 
of  the  following  resolution,  yesterday  reported  from 
the  committee  on  commerce,  by  Mr.  Winihrop: 

Rtsolved,  That  a committee  of  nine  members,  not 
more  than  one  of  whom  shall  be  from  any  one  state,  be 
appointed  by  the  chair,  to  sit  during  the  recess,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  evidence  at  the  principal  ports  of  en- 
try and  elsewhere,  as  to  the  operation  of  tne  existing 
tariff  system  and  rates  of  duties  on  imports,  upon  the 
manufacturing,  agricultural  and  commercial  interests 
of  the  country,  and  of  procuring  generally  such  infor- 
mation as  may  be  useful  to  congress  in  any  revision  of 
the  revenue  laws  which  may  be  attempted  at  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  Gilmer  concluded  his  remarks — against  the 
resolution — begun  yesterday.  He  concluded  by 
moving  to  postpose  till  Monday  week. 

Messrs.  C.  Brown,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Cushing  and 
Nisbet  addressed  the  house  in  defence  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Wise  opposed  the  resolution,  during  “his 
hour,”  and  afterwards,  in  a series  of  interruptions 
and  rejoinders  to  Mr.  Nisbet.  Between  these  two 
gentlemen  the  dispute  assumed  rather  a personal 
character;  and  tow  aids  the  close  some  violent  per- 
sonal expressions  fell  from  Mr.  Wise,  which  were 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Nisbet — but  the  details  of 
private  disputes  in  public  debate  are  not  deemed 
worth  giving.  The  occurrence  made  some  confu- 
sion, and  caused  the  house  to  adjourn  sooner  than 
usual — at  two  o’clock. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president,  an- 
nouncing that  he  had  signed  the  loan  bill. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  23.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Barnard 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  board  of  trade  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a national  bank; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  three  petitions  for  a bankrupt  law. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  and  resolution,  heretofore  presented  by  Mr. 
Winthrop,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  ap- 
pointing a committee  to  sit  during  the  recess  for 
taking  evidence  as  to  the  operation  of  the  existing 
system  and  rates  of  duties  on  imports,  upon  the 
manufacturing,  agricultural  and  commercial  inte- 
rests of  the  country. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  un- 
til Monday  week — the  debate  was  continued  at 
gieat  length  by  Mr.  Rliett. 

Mr.  R.  having  concluded,  Mr.  King,  of  Ga.  ob- 
tained the  floor.  But  the  morning  hour  having 
expired,  Mr.  Fillmore  requested  the  gentleman  to 
waive  his  right  to  proceed  to-day,  in  order  that  he 
might  move  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  the  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  King  said  he  thought  that  it  would  be  better 
to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  this  resolution 
until  the  question  was  taken;  but  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  the  sense  of  the  house,  he  would 
yield  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Fillmore']. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  that  the  house  resolve 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  revenue 
bill.  He  thought  that  the  debate,  which  had  taken 
so  wide  a range  on  the  resolution,  might  as  well 
be  continued  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  re- 
venue bill,  as  in  the  house  on  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  [Mr.  Fillmore]  whe- 
ther all  the  papers  were  printed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  had  called  at  the  printing 
office  last  night.  He  had  there  understood  that  the 
tables  referred  to  yesterday  had  been  furnished; 
(hey  would  be  printed  with  all  despatch  and  would 
probably  be  on  the  desks  of  the  members  very  soon. 

Mr.  King  hoped  that,  as  all  the  papers  requisite 
to  pioper  action  upon  the  bill  had  not  been  laid  on 
the  tables,  the  house  would  dispose  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
going  into  committee;  which  wrere  ordered,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  were  yeas  87,  nays  106. 

By  general  consent,  Mr.  Underwood  presented  a 
memorial  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 


I And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
above  given,  until  Monday  week,  the  debate  was 
continued  by  Mr.  T.  B.  King,  who  addressed  the 
house  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kennedy  (chairman  of  the  committee 
on  commerce)  then  made  a powerful  argument  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  in  favor  of  a revision  of  the 
tariff,  and  in  favor  of  a system  of  protective  duties. 
He  insisted  that  the  compromise  itself  was  based 
on  the  principle  of  protection.  He  was  w illing  to 
sustain  that  compromise  act  if  it  should  afford  suffi- 
cient protection  to  our  manufactures— he  believed 
now  that  it  would  afford  such  protection — but  if  it 
should  not,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  he  would 
have  it  notwithstanding  the  compromise.  He  con- 
cluded with  deprecating  the  further  prolongation  of 
the  debate  on  this  subject  after  two  days  thus  occu- 
pied. He,  therefore,  with  apologies  for  so  doing, 
moved  tile  previous  question. 

Before*the  decision  of  the  seconding  the  previ- 
ous question,  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered,  and 
proceeded  in  until  a large  number  of  the  absentees 
had  reported  themselves. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  lay  on  the  table 
which  was  lost:  yeas  88,  nays  113. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  seconding  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question — there  was  a se- 
cond. Mr.  Wise  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  were  yeas  101,  nays  100.  So  the  main  ques” 
(ion  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Turney  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered. 


the  resolution,  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrew's,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigu,  Babcock,  Baker,Barnard,  Barton,  Black, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Brewster,  Brigns, 
Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  'w! 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clarke, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cushing,  W.  C. 
Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden, 
Fillmore,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Greig,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  S.  Hastings, 
Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvine, William 
W.  Irwin,  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Lawrence,  Linn,  McKeon,  Samson  Mason,  Ma- 
thiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbet.  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Pearce 
Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  B.  Randall, 
Alexander  Randall,  Randolph.  Rayner.Roosevelt, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Smith,  Stanly,  Stoke- 
ley,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  R.  W 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Wallace,  Washington,  E.  I)! 
White,  T.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, '’winthron! 
Yorke,  A.  Young,  J.  Young — 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks  Bee- 
son, Bidlaek,  Bowen,  Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown,  M.  Brown 
C.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Win.  O Butler’ 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell! 
Win.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers 
Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Cravens,  Daniel,  G* 
Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean  De- 
berry, Di  mock.  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  J.  C.  Edwards, 
Egbert,  J.  G.  Floyd  C.  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Thomas 
t-  Foster,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  W.  O.  Goode,  Gor- 
don, Green.Gustine,  Harris,  J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  A.  McClellan,  R.  McClel- 
lan, McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  J.  T.  Mason,  Ma- 
thews, Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Newhard,  Oliver, 
Owsley,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Sanford.  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Tur- 
ney, Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warren,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise— 104. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


Mr.  Pickens,  said  the  house  was  now  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  senate  in  its  business.  The  tables  re- 
lating to  the  revenue  bill  had  not  yet  been  furnish- 
ed; there  was  no  business  requiring  immediate 
action;  the  weather  was  warm  enough  to  melt  man- 
kind— and  be  would  therefore  move  that  the  house 
adjourn  over  until  Monday  next. 

J he  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered.  And 
there  being  strong  manifestations  against  the  mo- 
tion in  some  parts  of  the  hall— Mr.  Pickens  said 
that,  as  he  did  not  desire  to  press  the  motion  against 
what  seemed  to  be  the  general  sense  of  the  house, 
he  would  withdraw  it. 


Mr  Kennedy,  of  Md.  renewed  the  motion,  but, 
in  compliance  with  the  request  of  members  around 
him,  Mr.  K.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  McKeon  moved  a reconsideration  of  tiie  vote 
just  taken  by  which  the  resolution  providing  lor 
the  appointment  of  a select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  practical  operation  of  the  revenue  laws  had 
been  adopted.  Mr.  McK.  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  were:  yeas  87,  nays  115.  So  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  the  said  resolution  Mr. 
McKeon  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  gave 
notice  of  his  intention,  if  it  should  prevail,  to  otfer 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Slokeley  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  points 
of  Mr.  McKeon,  and  earnestly  opposed  the  reconsi- 
deration. 

Proffit  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Ray- 
ner  asked  Mr.  P.  to  withdraw  the  motion.  Mr.  P. 
declined. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion  prevailing — the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  24.  Several  petitions  and  memo- 
rials were,  by  general  consent,  presented  and  ap- 
propriately referred. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  MeKeon,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  house  had  adopted  the  resolution  ap- 
pointing a committee  to  sit  during  the  recess  for 
taking  evidence  as  to  the  operation  of  the  existing 
system  and  rates  of  duties  on  imports  upon  the  ma- 
nufacturing, agricultural  and  commercial  interests 
of  the  country.  The  pending  question  was  on  se- 
conding the  motion  of  Mr.  Proffit  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion;  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were:  yeas  82,  nays 
93.  So  a call  of  the  house  was  refused.  . 

And  the  question  recurring  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  J.  Thompson  Mason  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  not  or- 
dered. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

The  main  question,  “shall  the  vote  be  reconsi- 
dered?” was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Bowne,  Boyd,  A.  V. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  M.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson 
H.  Bulier.  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  P. 
C.  Caldwell,  J.  Campbell,  Win.  B.  Campbell,  T.  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clin- 
ton, Cravens,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  R.  D.  Da- 
vis, Dean,  Deberry,  Dimock,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman, 
J.  C Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gilmer,  W.  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Green,  Gustine,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter, 
Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lewis,  Linn,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  A.  McClellan  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory, 
Marchand,  J.  T.  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller, 
Newhard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Sanford, 
Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
Steenrod,  Sumpter,  J.  B.  Thompson,  R.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warren,  Watterson, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise— 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold, 
Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Borden,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Bur- 
nell, Calhoun,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N. 
Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cushing,  William  C.  Daw- 
son, John  Edwards,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gen- 
try, Giddings,  Goggin,  P.  G.  Goode,  Greig,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  James  Irvine,  William  W.  Irwin,  James,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lawrence,  Samson  Mason,  Ma- 
thiot.  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Pendleton, 
Pope,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rayner,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  Smith,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Wallace,  E.  D.  Wiiite,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Win- 
throp,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  John  Young — 90. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution — Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table;  which  motion  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bulier  King  the  house 
took  up  for  consideration  the  following  resolution, 
heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  K.  from  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  is  hereby 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiding  indi- 
viduals or  companies  in  the  establishment  of  lines  of 
armed  steamers  between  some  of  our  principal  north- 
ern and  southern  ports,  and  to  foreign  ports;  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  such  lines  as 
he  may  deem  most  important  and  practicable;  and  to 
report  to  this  house  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

And  the  question  being  faken,  the  bouse  refused 
to  fay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 


And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  there- 
of, Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution;  which  having  been  read,  Mr.  Irwin  of- 
fered the  following  amendment: 

“After  the  words  ‘foreign  ports,’  insert  the  words, 
‘and  on  the  rivers  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Ohio  and 
the  lakes,’” 

And  then  insert,  as  additional  resolutions,  the 
following: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  next 
session  of  congress  as  to  the  expediency  of  purchasing 
and  establishing  a site  for  a ship-yard  on  the  Ohio  or 
Mississippi  river,  to  serve  as  a depot  for  naval  stores 
and  to  give  the  means  for  repairs. 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  also 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of 
establishing  depots  for  coal  to  be  used  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice at  Mobile,  Pensacola,  Key  West  and  such  other 
points  as  may  be  deemed  suitable.” 

Mr.  Steenrod  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Irwin  addressed  the  house  briefly  in  favor  of 
his  amendment.  Mr.  I.  having  concluded,  and  the 
morning  hour  having  expired  within  a few  mi- 
nutes— 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  a view  to  take  up  the  bill  in  relation  to  duties 
and  drawbacks.  His  object  was  to  give  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  his  opening  statement;  after  which, 
as  all  the  papers  had  not  yet  been  furnished,  he 
hoped  the  committee  would  rise  and  report  pro- 
gress, and  that  the  house  would  adjourn. 

Mr.  Gilmer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion; which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion,  by 
ayes  115,  noes  not  counted,  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Cushing,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair). 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  in  relation  to  duties  and  drawbacks,  com- 
monly knowm  as  the  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  Pickens  called  for  tellers  on  the  motion;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

And  Messrs.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  and  Young,  of 
New  York,  were  appointed  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Gilmer  and  Mr.  Shields  rose  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
whether  the  tabular  statements  so  much  spoken 
of  had  been  obtained? 

Mr.  Fillmore.  They  are  not  yet  laid  on  our  ta- 
bles. Mr.  Shields  inquired  when  they  might  be  ex- 
pected. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  they  might  be  expected  every 
moment.  He  had  sent  for  them. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes 
90,  noes  78.  And  the  bill  having  been  read  through, 
was  then  read  by  sections;  and  the  question  being 
on  the  first  section  thereof,  Mr.  Fillmore,  went  into 
a succinct  and  lucid  expose  of  the  grounds  of  the 
bill,  showing  from  (he  average  results  of  the  last 
four  years,  both  in  receipts  and  expenditures,  com- 
pared with  what  may  justly  be  anticipated  for  lour 
years  to  come,  that  there  must  be  a large  deficit  in 
the  treasury — on  which  assumption  he  strongly  ar- 
gued the  necessity  for  such  an  augmentation  of  du- 
ties as  is  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  F.  had  not  concluded  his  remarks  when  the 
chairman  apprized  him  that  his  hour  had  expired, 
and  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pa.  who 
moved  to  amend  Ihe  first  section  of  the  bill  by  in- 
cluding amongst  the  articles  exonerated  from  the 
operation  thereof,  the  articles  of  “tea  and  coffee.” 

Mr.  L.  then  moved  that  the  coinmitttee  rise; 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  that  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate in  relation  to  the  census  (now  on  the  speaker’s 
table)  be  taken  up  and  referred  to  a select  commit- 
tee of  seven  members. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  (remarking  that  a precisely  similar 
bill  bad  been  reported  by  a committee  of  this  house) 
moved  the  reference  of  the  senate  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Some  conversation  followed  in  which  Messrs. 
Underwood,  Roosevelt  and  J.  T.  Mason,  participated. 

When  Mr.  Underwood  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Williams,  ot  Maryland,  renewed  it. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  house  refused 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committe  of  the  whole  or.  the 
state  of  the  union. 

And  the  bill  was  then  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  seven  members. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed, 


Monday,  July  26.  The  speaker  announced  the 
names  of  the  following  gentleman  as  composing  the 
select  committee  ordered  to  be  appointed  on  Satur- 
day last,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  in  relation  to 
the  census: 

Messrs.  James  W.  Williams,  Underwood,  A . Ran- 
dall, Roosevelt,  Moore,  Chapman  and  Smith. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  consideration 
of  the  revenue  bill,  which  motion,  by  ayes  66,  noes 
60,  was  agreed  to. 

By  general  consent,  the  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  certain  depositions  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
tested election  from  Virginia;  which  were  referred, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  to  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  through 
Asbury  Dickens,  esq.  secretary  of  that  body,  stating 
that  the  senate  had  passed  a bill  to  establish  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  asking  the  concurrence  of  this  house 
therein. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Cushing,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair^,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  in  relation  to  duties  and  draw- 
backs. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  by  including  among  the  articles 
exonerated  from  the  operation  thereof  the  articles 
of  “tea  and  coffee.” 

Mr.  Lawrence  addressed  the  committee  briefly  in 
favor  of  his  amendment — yielding  the  floor  for  the 
purposes  of  explanation,  successively,  to  Messrs. 
Warren,  Wise,  Pickens  and  Fillmore. 

Mr.  Atherton  (with  a view,  he  said,  of  replying 
to  remarks  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  on  Saturday  last)  moved  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

The  chairman  said  that  that  motion,  being  equi- 
valent, if  it  should  prevail,  to  a rejection  of  the  bill, 
would  take  precedence  of  all  motions  to  amend. 

Mr.  Atherton  then  addressed  the  committee  at 
great  length,  chiefly  in  reply  to  the  calculations  and 
estimates  submitted  by  Mr.  Fillmore  on  Saturday 
last,  and  with  a view  to  show  that  they  did  not 
present  a proper  basis  for  the  action  of  the  house,6 
as  to  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  provided,  &c. 

Mr.  Rhett  made  some  brief  explanations  in  rela- 
tion to  his  views  on  the  subject  of  direct  taxation. 

Mr.  Halsted  replied  to  certain  portions  of  the  ar- 
gument of  Mr.  Atherton. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  length  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  S.  C.  who  gave  notice  of  his  intention, 
when  in  order,  to  move  the  following  amendment: 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  and  required 
to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts  or 
sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  Sta'es,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  the 
notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand 
in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  he  be  also  authorised  and  required  to  demand  of 
the  banks  respectively,  at  least  once  in  every  ninety 
days,  payment  in  specie  of  all  balances  of  their  notes 
that  may  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  20th 
section  of  the  ‘act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue,’approved  July  4th,  1S40,  as  requires ‘that  from 
and  after  the  30ih  June,  1843,  every  officer  or  agent  en- 
gaged in  making  disbursements  on  account  ol  the  lT. 
States,  or  of  the  general  post  office,  shall  make  all  pay- 
ments in  gold  and  silver  only,’  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by repealed.” 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Ward  ami  Mr. 
Adams. 

When  the  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  S.  C.  who  yielded  to  a motion  that  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

Which  motion  having  prevailed,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  July  27.  Mr.  Tomlinson  asked  leave  to 
offer  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for 
information: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a bill  providing  for  the  following  appropriations  for 
arrearages,  viz: 

For  continuing  the  breakwater,  Plattsburgh,  Lake 
Champlain,  New  York,  86,031  82. 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  at  Burlington,  Lake 
Champlain,  Vermont,  $424  62. 

[Here  follows  in  the  resolution  appropriations  for  va- 
rious roads,  harbors,  rivers  and  surveys  in  different 
sections  of  the  country,  to  the  amount  of  about  $40,000, 
all  of  which  are  for  arrearages  due  prior  to  31st  March, 
1841,  and  for  expenses  incurred  for  preserving  public 
property]. 
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Mr.  T.  solicited  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
house  to  offer  this  resolution,  and  explain  the  ne- 
cessity, expediency  and  justice  of  its  adoption;  but 
objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  leave  to  report  a bill  pro- 
viding tor  the  repair  of  the  Potomac  bridge.  Ob- 
jection was  made. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Levy,  of  Florida,  asked  leave  at  this  time  to 
offer  a series  of  resolutions  calling  for  information 
on  one  of  the  departments,  and  which  he  desired 
might  be  read  for  information.  Objection  was 
made. 

Mr.  Levy  said  that  he  had  waited  long  for  an  op- 
portunity to  present  these  resolutions,  affecting,  as 
they  did,  the  interests  of  the  territory  which  he  re- 
presented. He  desired  to  be  informed  by  the 
speaker  when  he  might  present  them? 

The  speaker  replied,  whenever  the  states  had  the 
same  privilege  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  Mr.  Briggs  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  the  present,  in  order  that  the  bill  from 
the  senate  (now  on  the  speaker’s  table)  to  establish 
a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States  might  be  put  on  its  first  and  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Briggs  did  not  withdraw. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  (he  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  go  into  committee,  which  were  not  or- 
dered. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood: 
ayes  57,  noes  56.  But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was 
refused. 

But  still  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Weller  said  he  would  object  to  any  question 
being  taken  in  the  absence  of  a quorum,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion  to  adjourn,  which 
were  ordered. 

At  the  request  of  many  members,  Mr.  Weller 
withdrew  his  motion  to  adjourn. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Briggs  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Briggs 
withdrew  that  motion. 

Mr.  Barnard  thereupon  moved  to  take  up  the  se- 
nate bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankrupt- 
cy throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Weller  and  other  members  objected,  and 
Mr.  VV.  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union; 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  were, 
yeas  84,  nays  81. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr. 
Cushing,  of  Mass,  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  duties  and  drawbacks. 

The  pending  question  being  ou  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Atherton,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C.  replied  at  length  to 
certain  portions  of  the  remarks  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Adams;  and  urgently  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  spoke  with  great  earnestness  and 
power  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill;  examining 
it  especially  with  reference  to  its  bearing  upon  the 
compromise  act,  and  contending  that  its  provisions, 
whilst  they  amounted  to  a repeal  of  the  act  of  July, 
1832,  did  not  affect  or  interfere  with  the  provi- 
sions of  that  compromise  act. 

Mr.  Gilmer  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill;  lor  the  passage  of  which,  he  contended,  as 
a measure  of  revenue,  (in  which  light  alone  he  was 
willing  now  or  ever  to  consider  it),  there  was  no 
necessity  at  this  time.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, Mr.  G.  took  occasion  to  vindicate  his  own 
political  course  from  aspersions  which,  he  said,  had 
been  cast  upon  it  in  various  quarters. 

Mr.  Linn  sustained  the  bill  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Underwood  follow'ed  in  some  statements  and 
arguments  (looking  to  that  conclusion,  especially 
with  reference  to  the  article  of  tobacco)  which,  he 
said,  he  intended  to  offer  when  it  would  be  in  order 
for  him  to  do  so.  He  declared  himself  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  though  he  said  he  should 
vote  tor  it  with  much  greater  salisfaction  if  the 
amendment  indicated  by  him  should  be  adopted. — 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  EF.  read  his 
amendment  for  information. 

After  a few  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  Triplett , also 
mainly  directed  to  the  point  of  retaliatory  duties, 
Mr.  James  Irvine  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that 
the  committee  rise.  Which  motion  prevailing,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  piogress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 


communication  from  the  secretary  of  state,  on  the 
subject  of  appropriations  required  for  the  outfit  and 
salaries  of  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Kennedy , of  Md.  gave  notice  of  an  amend- 
ment which  he  intended  to  offer  to  the  revenue  bill, 
and  said  that,  as  the  amendment  was  one  of  some 
detail,  be  would  ask  the  house  to  let  it  be  printed. 
Which  was  agreed  to. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Stanly , presented  the  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  said  District, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  also  presented,  on  leave,  by 
Messrs.  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tenn.  Winthorp,  and 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  28.  Petitions  were  presented, 
by  general  consent,  by  Messrs.  Adams,  of  Mass, 
and  Pope,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him  yes- 
terday, and  laid  on  the  table,  fixing  the  time  at 
which  the  revenue  bill  should  be  taken  out  of  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  F.  now  modified  the  resolution  to  read  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next  at  12  o’clock  M.  all 
debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  house  bill  No.  12 
shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to 
vote  on  the  amendments  then  pending,  or  that  may  be 
offered  to  said  bill,  and  the  same  shall  then  be  reported 
to  the  house,  with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been 
agreed  to  by  the  committee:  provided,  that  nothing  in 
this  resolution  shall  prevent  the  committee  from  report- 
ing the  bill  to  the  house  .at  an  earlier  hour  if  it  shall 
think  proper. 

But  the  mover  of  any  amendment  may  make  a brief 
explanation,  to  which  there  may  be  a brief  response; 
but  no  such  explanation  or  response  shall  exceed  ten 
minutes  each,  and  not  more  than  twenty  minutes  shall 
be  given  to  any  one  amendment. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  objected  to  (he  latter  part  of 
the  resolution,  as  contravening  the  rules  of  the 
house.  Besides,  he  wished  to  know  who  was  to 
determine  what  a brief  explanation  was.  He  mov- 
ed a division  on  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  last  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion certainly  came  in  conflict  with,  and  in  fact 
changed  the  rule  of  the  house. 

Mr.  McKuy  rose  and  suggested  to  Mr.  Fillmore 
to  modify  his  resolution  by  striking  out  Friday  and 
inserting  Saturday. 

Mr.  Fillmore.  It  so  happens,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  that  there  were  many  members  frequently 
absent  on  a Saturday,  and  I must  adhere  to  Friday, 
so  at  least  as  to  dispose  of  the  bill  this  week.  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Piclcens  (this  being,  he  said,  a very  important 
bill;  moved  a call  of  the  house.  But  the  house  re- 
fused to  order  a call. 

And  the  speaker  being  about  to  put  the  question 
on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
Mr.  McKay  insisted  that  he  had  moved  his  amend- 
ment before  the  previous  question  was  called,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  question  should  be  taken  upon 
it. 

The  speaker  said  he  had  understood  the  gentle- 
man not  as  absolutely  moving  his  amendment,  but 
as  suggesting  it  as  a modification  of  the  resolution, 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fill- 
more) had  declined  to  accept. 

Much  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  question 
of  fact;  after  which,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay 
was  regarded  by  the  house  as  having  been  formally 
made  before  the  motion  was  submitted  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  ayes  104,  noes  80.  So  there  was  a 
second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken; 
which  main  question  was,  first,  on  the  amendment 
Mr.  McKay,  striking  out  Friday  and  inserting  Sa- 
turday. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  91,  nays  101.  So  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  Medill  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
yeas  1 13,  nays  83. 

The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  (that  which  al- 
lows brief  explanations  of  amendments)  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Marshall  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
house  at  this  time  to  present  a petition  praying  the 


passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law;  and  was  under- 
stood to  say  that,  as  he  should  himself  vote  against 
such  a measure,  he  desired  to  say  a few  words  in 
explanation.  Objected  to. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  through 
Asbury  Dickins,  esq.  secretary  of  that  body,  stating 
that  the  senate  had  passed  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States;”  and  asking 
the  concurrence  of  the  house  therein. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  that  this  bill  be  put  upon  its 
first  and  second  reading,  with  a view  to  its  refe- 
rence to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  Objec- 
tion was  made. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Barnard  said  he  would,  if  in  order,  move  to 
amend  the  motion  so  as  that  the  house  should  first 
take  up  the  business  on  the  speaker’s  table. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  object  was  to  reach  the  bill 
from  the  senate  to  establish  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy,  in  order  that  he  might  make  a motion 
that  it  be  printed.  It  would  not  require  more  than 
ten  minutes  to  dispose  of  it. 

The  speaker  said  that  this  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  unless  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Barnard)  should  first  be  voted 
down. 

And  the  question  being  then  taken,  the  motion 
of  Mr.  McKay,  by  ayes  100,  noes  65,  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Cushing,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  in  relation 
to  duties  and  drawbacks. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Atherton,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  James  Irvine,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose  and  addressed  the  committee  during  the  hour. 

Mr.  I.  had  not  concluded  when,  the  hour  having 
elapsed,  the  chairman  interposed,  and  Mr.  I.  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Barnard  addressed  the  committee  on  the  ge- 
neral policy  and  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  followed  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  who, 
while  he  admitted  that  the  sum  proposed  to  be  rais- 
ed by  this  bill  was  not  greater,  if  so  great,  as  would 
be  needed,  objected  to  the  mode  of  laying  the  duties, 
as  not  founded  on  a sufficient  knowledge  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  subject.  He  referred  to  several  state- 
ments from  his  constituents  as  proving  that  con- 
gress did  riot  now  possess  the  adequate  information 
to  act  upon.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  but  hoped  it  would  be  amended  as  had 
been  proposed  by  Mr.  Barnard,  by  substituting  a 
direct  specific  duty  on  particular  articles,  such  as 
silks,  stuff  goods,  fruits  and  spices,  which  he  con- 
tended would  be  within  the  provisions  of  the  com- 
promise act. 

Mr.  W.  was  followed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  who  in- 
dicated his  purpose  to  propose  to  amend  the  bill  by 
imposing  a duty  of  20  per  cent,  upon  rail  road  iron: 
and  to  exempt  silk  plush  and  soda  ash  from  duty 
altogether. 

Mr.  Everett  next  addressed  the  committee  in  a 
speech  whose  ir.terest  drew  most  of  the  members 
round  him.  The  committee  then  rose. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  through 
Asbury  Dickens,  esq.  secretary,  stating  that  that 
body  had  passed  a bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  a fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  asking  the 
concurrence  of  this  house  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  bill  had  its  first 
and  second  reading,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wise  expressed  his  hope  that  it  would  be 
considered  at  as  early  a day  as  possible. 

Mr.  Sergeant  concurred  in  this  desire. 

Mr.  Pickens  inquired  which  bill  would  have  the 
precedence,  that  from  the  senate,  or  the  bill  which 
had  been  reported  to  the  house  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means? 

The  chair  replied,  that  would  be  for  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  to  determine. 

Mr.  Pickens  knew  that:  but  wished  to  understand 
which  ot  the  two  hills  the  gentleman  fiom  Pennsyl- 
vania meant  to  press? 

Mr.  Sergeant  said,  in  reply,  he  should  prefer  the 
bill  from  the  senate:  though  he  would  not  be  under- 
stood to  say  that  it  might  not  need  some  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Pickens  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring 
the  senate  bill  in  the  first  place  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means, 

[Cries  of  no!  no!] 

Mr.  Ingersoll  wished  to  have  the  rules  suspended 
that  petilions  on  the  bankrupt  bill  might  now  be 
presented:  but  before  any  decision  on  this  motion, 
the  house  adjourned, 
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53=  POSTSCRIPT— Foreign  news.  Just  as 
this  paper  was  prepared  for  press,  the  mail  brought 
ns  accounts  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Great  Wes- 
tern, at  New  York  on  the  29th  inst.  having  left  Li- 
verpool on  the  14th. 

Tlte  tories,  or  conservatives,  have  carried  the  day 
an  the  elections  for  parliament.  So  far  as  returns 
are  leceived  the  following  is  the  result: 

England  and  Wales— entitled  to  500  members  — 
of  which  293  tories,  191  liberals  are  chosen;  2 dou- 
ble returns  and  14  yet  to  be  heard  from. 

Scotland — entitled  to  53  members — 19  tories  and 
25  liberals  elected— 13  yet  to  be  heard  from. 

Ireland — entitled  to  105  members — 30  tories  and 
82  liberals  elected — 43  to  be  heard  from. 

Total  number  of  members  of  the  house  658;  of 
tories  returned  342;  of  liberals  returned  249. 

Tory  gain  so  far  73 — gain  of  the  liberals  36— be- 
ing a tory  gain  in  fact  of  37,  equivalent  to  74  votes 
on  a division,  compared  with  the  last  parliament. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  is  to  be  the  new  premier.  No 
change  is  to  be  made  before  the  meeting  of  the  new 
parliament,  on  the  19th  August. 

The  most  mortifying,  and  perhaps  the  most  un- 
expected, defeat,  sustained  by  ministers,  is  that  of 
lords  Milton  and  Morpeth,  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire.  . 

The  agitator,  O’Connell,  was  defeated  in  Dublin 
by  a tory  majority  of  168  votes;  he  was,  however, 
returned  for  Meath. 

The  money  market  is  said  to  be  “easy.”  Cotton 
sustains  its  price.  The  dividends  had  been  paid  upon 
all  American  state  stocks  except  those  ot  Indiana. 

We  find  nothing  of  interest  from  the  continent. 

CHRONICLE. 

The  Bee  business.  Mr.  Rice,  of  Ripley,  Erie  coun- 
ty, Pa.  has  an  extensive  establishment  for  keeping 
bees.  Twenty  years  ago  he  had  one  swarm — from 
which  in  12  years,  he  had  396  swarms.  The  Erie  Ga- 
zette states  that  they  had  then  become  so  powerful 
ihat  they  commenced  depredations  on  the  neighboring 
tribes,  going  out  on  predatory,  excursions  to  the  dis- 
tance of  two  or  three  miles,  much  to  the  annoyance  ot 
the  unfortunate  neighbors.  He  then  killed  off  a num- 
ber of  swarms,  and  obtained  over  two  tons  of  honey 
for  the  New  York  market.  He  has  now  adopted  the 
patent  hives  for  a part  of  his  bees,  in  which  small  glass 
drawers  are  placed  in  the  upper  part,  with  small  aper- 
tures for  access  from  the  main  part  of  the  hive.  In 
this  way,  by  drawing  the  slide  the  bees  can  be  seen  at 
work,  and  the  amount  of  honey  ascertained.  When 
filled,  the  drawer  can  be  removed,  and  the  place  sup- 
plied by  another,  without  destroying  the  industrious 
insects. 

Boston.  Since  the  publication  of  last  year,  1,923 
names  of  businessmen  have  been  added  to  the  Direc- 
tory of  that  city. 

Coal.  A deposite  of  coal  has  been  ascertained  in 
Turkey,  extending  over  a space  of  about  50  square 
miles,  was  lately  discovered  in  Anatolia,  near  the  an- 
cient port  of  Heraclia,  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  about  30 
leagues  from  the  entrance  of  the  Bosphorus.  British 
agents  and  the  British  minister  are  urging  the  porte  to 
grant  them  the  right  to  work  the  mine  for  their  steam- 
boats, which  are  about  to  be  placed  upon  those  seas. 

Cotton.  The  number  of  bales  received  at  Boston 
during  the  year  1835  was  80,709;  in  1836.  82,885;  in 
1837,  82,664;  in  1S38,  96,636;  in  1839,  91,350;  in  1840, 
136,357;  from  1st  January  to  26th  May,  1841,  93,057. — 
It  is  supposed  that  the  quantity  during  the  year  will 
exceed  150,000  bales. 

Deaths.  In  New  Orleans,  from  1st  to  15th  July,  only 
165  deaths  are  reported,  in  population  100,000.  Of  the 
number  at  least  29  were  strangers,  only  twelve  were 
occasioned  by  fever,  21  sudden  deaths.  Three  are 
mentioned  as  being  over  100  years  of  age,  and  one  a 
case  of  twins  connected  exactly  like  the  Siamese  twins. 

In  New  York  last  week,  there  were  192  deaths  96 
of  them  under  two  years  of  age.  Twenty-nine  died 
from  consumption,  and  an  equal  number  from  cholera 
infantum. 

General  Samuel  Dale,  one  of  the  bravest  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  southwest,  died  at  his  residence  in  Lau- 
derdale county,  Mississippi,  on  the  23d  April.  A wri- 
ter in  the  Natchez  Free  Trader  relates  the  following 
incident  in  his  life: 

“As  a scout — a pilot  to  the  emigrants  who  first  blaz- 
ed the  path  through  the  Creek  nation,  from  Georgia  to 
the  Tombigbee,  with  arms  in  their  hands;  and  subse- 
quently as  a spy  among  the  Spaniards  at  Pensacola, 
and  as  a partisan  officer  during  the  most  sanguinary 
epochs  of  the  late  war — present  at  every  butchery — re- 
markable for  hair  breadths’  escapes;  for  cauticTn  and 
coolness  in  desperate  emergencies;  for  exhibitions  of 
gigantic  personal  strength  and  undaunted  moral  cou- 
rage— his  story  is  studded  over  with  spirit-stirring  inci- 
dents unsurpassed  by  any  thing  in  legend  or  history. 
His  celebrated  canoe  fight,  where,  unaided  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Alabama,  then  in  its  spring  flood,  he  fought 
seven  warriors  with  clubbed  rifles,  and  killed  them  all, 
and  rowed  to  the  shore  with  the  corpse  of  his  last  ama 
gonist  under  his  feet,  would  be  thought  fabulous,  if  it 
had  not  been  witnessed  by  twenty  soldiers  standing 
near  the  bank,  who  not  having  a boat  could  render  him 
no  assistance. 


Some  years  ago  he  was  attacked  by  two  warriors, 
who  shouted  their  war  whoop  as  he  was  kneeling  down 
to  get  a drink,  and  made  a rush  at  him  with  their  toma- 
hawks. He  knifed  them  both,  and  though  bleeding 
from  five  wounds,  he  retraced  their  trail  nine  miles, 
stealthily  to  their  camp,  brained  three  sleeping  war- 
riors, and  cut  the  thongs  of  a female  prisoner  who  lay 
by  their  side.  While  in  ihis  act,  however,  a fourth 
sprang  upon  him  from  behind  a log.  Taken  at  such 
a disadvantage,  and  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood,  he 
sank  under  the  serpent  grasp  of  the  savage,  who  with 
a yell  of  triumph,  drew  his  knife,  and  in  a few  moments 
would  have  closed  the  contest.  At  that  instant,  how- 
ever, the  woman  drove  a tomahawk  deep  into  the  head 
of  the  Indian,  and  thus  preserved  the  life  of  her  deli- 
verer.’’ 

Exchange  Exchange  on  London  108  to  1034;  011 
France  5f.  28J  Indiana  dollar  bonds,  $1 1,000,  sold  at 
New  York  on  the  26th,  at  57.  Domestic  exchange  as 
heretofore. 

Fiscal  bank.  The  vote  in  the  U.  S.  senate  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Clay,  for  establish- 
ing a fiscal  bank,  will  be  found  amongst  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  body,  in  this  number — page  349. 

Fortifications.  “The  best  fortifications  of  our 
country,  is  the  navy — meeting  houses — and  public 
schools.’’ 

Flour.  Price  at  Baltimore  $5  62|a$5  75;  at  Phila- 
delphia $5  37£a$5  50.  The  New  York  Tribune  says: 
“44,200  barrels  of  flour  and  9,899  bushels  of  wheat 
we;e  delivered  from  the  Erie  canal  at  this  end  during 
the  third  week  in  July.  The  tolls  collected  at  Al- 
bany were  $7,366  21;  last  year,  $6,350  10;  increase 
$1,016  11. 

Gipsy  wedding  in  Spain.  Throughout  the  day  there 
was  nothing  going  on  but  singing,  drinking,  feasting 
and  dancing;  but  the  most  singular  part  of  the  festival 
was  reserved  for  the  dark  night.  Nearly  a ton  of 
sweetmeats  had  been  prepared,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, not  for  the  gratification  of  the  palate,  but  for  a 
purpose  purely  gipsy.  These  sweetmeats,  of  all  kinds 
and  of  all  iorms,  but  principally  yemas,  or  yolks  of 
eggs  prepared  with  a crust  of  sugar  (a  delicious  bonne 
bouohe ) were  strewn  on  the  floor  of  a large  room  at  least 
to  the  depth  of  three  inches.  Into  this  room,  at  a given 
signal,  tripped  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  dancing  ro- 
molis,  followed  amain  by  all  the  gilanos  and  gitanas 
dancing  ramalis.  To  convey  a slight  idea  of  the  scene 
is  almost  beyond  the  power  of  words.  In  a few  mi- 
nutes (he  sweetmeats  were  reduced  to  a powder,  or 
rather  to  a mud,  and  the  dancers  were  soiled  to  the 
knees,  with  sugar,  fruits  and  yolks  of  eggs.  Still  more 
terrific  became  the  lunatic  merriment.  The  men 
sprang  high  into  the  air,  neighed,  brayed  and  crowed; 
whilst  the  gitanas  snapped  their  fingers  in  their  own 
fashion,  louder  than  castanets,  distorting  their  forms 
into  all  kinds  of  obscene  attitudes,  and  uttering  words 
to  repeat  which  were  an  abomination.  In  the  corner 
of-  the  apartment  capered  the  while  Sebastianilla,  a 
convict  gipsy  from  Melilla,  strumming  the  guitar  most' 
furiously,  and  producing  demoniacal  sounds  which 
had  some  resemblance  to  Malbrun  (Malbrook)  and  as 
he  strummed,  repeating  at  intervals  the  gipsy  modifica- 
tion of  the  song. 

[Mr.  Borrows’  account  of  the  gipsies  of  Spain. 

Indian  ball  play.  The  Red  River  Republican 
says:  “We  understand  that  a ball  play  lately  came  off 
near  the  Calcasieu,  in  this  parish,  between  the  Bulexe 
and  Choctaw  Indians.  The  parties  bet  every  thing 
they  were  possessed  of  in  the  world,  saddles,  bridles 
and  even  in  the  clothing  on  their  backs,  including  their 
shirts.  The  Choctaws  proved  triumphant,  and  their 
opponents  surrendered  them  every  thing  they  had,  and 
went  home  naked.  While  the  play  was  going  on,  the 
squaws  got  to  betting  among  themselves,  and  the  Bu- 
lexe squaws  soon  found  themselves  in  the  same  fix  as 
their  lords.” 

Judgeship.  The  hon.  Peleg  Sprague  took  his  seat 
on  the  bench  of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  at  Boston,  on 
Saturday,  having  been  appointed  successor  to  judge 
Davis,  resigned. 

The  Methodist  clePvGY  in  robes.  The  New  York 
Express  remarks  that  a large  and  influential  portion  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  clergy  in  England,  are  in  fa- 
vor of  wearing  sacerdotal  robes.  It  is  stated  in  a Ha- 
lifax paper  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Bunting,  an  English  Wes- 
leyan Methodist,  lately  appeared  in  full  robes,  similar 
to  those  worn  by  the  Episcopal  clergy,  as  also  another 
gentleman  of  that  church,  the  ladies  of  whoso  church 
had  presented  him  with  a full  suit;  and  in  addition,  the 
London  Wesleyan  Methodist  Magazine  for  last  month 
is  embellished  with  a portrait  of  the  rev.  Mathew 
Richey,  Wesleyan  missionary  at  Toronto,  Canada,  in 
full  robes  and  collar. 

Passengers.  Three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  passengers  arrived  at  New  York  from  foreign 
ports,  from  the  11th  to  the  24th  instant. 

Postmasters.  “OJice  hunters,  tally  ho!  hark,  for- 
ward!” The  post  office  at  Iola,  Florida,  is  minus  a 
postmaster,  the  late  incumbent,  weary  of  official  re- 
sponsibilities, having  resigned  and  sloped,  though 
without  suspicion  of  having  Svvartwouled  with  the 
public  moneys.  For  tlie  information  of  applicants,  the 
St.  Joseph  Times  states  that  the  gross  profits  of  the 
office  for  the  last  quarter,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $2  87j. 


The  duties  are  light,  the  postmaster  being  required  to 
set  up  only  four  nights  in  the  week,  to  receive  and  as- 
sort the  mails  which  arrive  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  four,  A.  M.  N.  B — Lights  to  be  purchased  out 
of  the  profits  of  office. 

John  Randolph’s  will  again.  The  late  John  Ran- 
dolph, by  one  of  his  wills,  (the  one  which  was  estab- 
lished, as  between  the  various  legatees,  claiming  under 
all  the  wills  found)  emancipated  all  his  slaves,  some 
three  or  four  hundred,  whose  labor  is  said  to  be  worth 
$10,000.  It  is  now  said  that  the  execution  of  this  w ill 
is  suspended,  because  Mr.  Beverly  Tucker,  who  was 
not  a party  to  that  contest,  now  comes  forward  as  heir 
at  law,  to  overset  all  wills;  and  that  he  is  now  engag- 
ed in  endeavoring  to  effect  this  object,  by  a suit  of 
chancery. 

Saratoga  springs.  Arrivals  during  the  week  end- 
ing 23d  inst.  1,446  by  rail  roads,  and  about  2,000  by 
other  conveyances. 

The  springs.  Hard  as  the  times  seem  to  be  in  the 
moneyed  world,  the  “invalids  and  pleasure-seekers” 
are  coming  into  the  mountains  rapidly.  At  the  White 
Sulphur  springs  there  are  now  about  three  hundred, 
and  increasing  daily-  The  number  at  the  Blue  Sulphur 
are  about  one  hundred.  At  the  other  springs  the  num- 
ber is  increasingevery  day. 

[Lewisburg  (Fir.)  Whig. 

Shipping.  The  number  of  vessels,  (exclusive  of 
schooners  and  sloops),  at  present  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  is  141,  viz:  39  ships,  27  barques,  41 
brigs  and  34  brigantines. 

In  1812  there  were  95  vessels  of  all  kinds  belonging 
to  Providence,  R.  I.  aggregate  tonnage  14,114,  of  those, 
the  brig  Governor  Hopkins,  is  stated  to  be  the  only  one 
now  afloat. 

Slave  case.  Rose,  a colored  girl  from  Mobile,  was 
brought  before  the  supreme  judicial  court  at  Boston  on 
the  24th  instant,  on  habeas  corpus,  having  came  to  that 
city  in  the  service  of  a Mr.  Ticknor,  from  Mobile. — 
Those  who  sued  out  the  writ  contended  that  she  was 
not  old  enough  to  judge  for  herself  whether  to  go  free 
or  stay  with  Mr.  Ticknor,  but  the  judges  held  that  no 
one  was  so  capable  of  judging  in  that  matter  as  her- 
self. She  perferred  the  latter  and  the  writ  was  there- 
upon dismissed.  [Sun. 

Speed.  It  is  a striking  illustration  of  the  speed  with 
which  dispatches  are  now  transmitted,  that  the  news 
by  the  Caledonia  was  published  in  the  next  morning 
papers  which  were  issued  after  her  arrival,  in  all  the 
Atlantic  cities  from  Boston  to  Baltimore,  a distance  of 
over  four  hundred  miles. 

Steamers.  The  Boston  Post  says  it  is  confidently 
reported  that  the  keels  of  four  or  five  government 
steamers  will  be  laid  immediately,  viz:  two  at  Charles- 
town, one  at  New  York,  and  one  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Great  Western  reached  England  on  the  3J  July. 

The  Germ.  Lieut.  Hunter’s  new  experimental  boat, 
has  been  exhibited  on  the  Delaware,  and  elicited  much 
commendation  at  Philadelphia.  It  was  to  proceed  to 
New  York  in  a few  days. 

Steam  revenue  cutter.  A communication  has 
been  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  signed  by 
the  presidents  of  the  Boston  insurance  companies,  and 
many  of  her  most  active  and  influential  merchants  re- 
questing the  substitution  of  a steam  vessel,  of  suitable 
size  and  model,  for  the  revenue  cutter  of  the  ordinary 
construction,  which  is  now  attached  to  that  station.— 
Great  advantages  would  result  from  this  change,  in 
giving  prompt  relief  to  vessels  in  distress,  and  affording 
the  means  of  saving  much  property  and  many  valuable 
lives. 

Tobacco.  Highest  price  yet!  The  Lynchburg  Virgi- 
nian says,  Messrs.  Holcombe  &.  Otey  sold  a fine  ma- 
nufacturing hhd.  of  tobacco  made  by  Z.  Petty,  esq.  of 
Hallifax,  lor  $25j. 

Vienna  The  population  of  Vienna  amounted  in 
1840,  to  357,927. 

Wheat  in  the  Baltimore  market  128al39  for  prime 
white — 118al25  for  red. 

Yankee  enterprise.  The  Fall  River  Archetype 
tells  the  following  story:  “Captain  Thomas  Sanford, 
who  is  in  his  seventieth  year,  in  the  little  sloop  Morn- 
ing Star,  of  thirty  tons,  left  this  port  on  the  29th  of  last 
May,  for  the  port  of  Harbor  Island,  West  Indies,  and 
made  land  at  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  on  Abaco,  in  nine 
days;  alter  which,  for  six  days,  it  rained  and  was  so 
thick  neither  sun,  moon  nor  stars,  were  to  be  seen. 
On  the  19th  ot  June  he  left  Abaco,  for  Powel's  point, 
Eletheura,  or  Iletera,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening 
of  the  twentieth.  The  next  day,  21st,  he  loaded  with 
fruit,  such  as  pine  apples,  limes,  oranges,  and  sailed 
for  this  port  on  the  lollowing  morning.  He  arrived 
here  the  3d  instant,  having  been  absent  thirty-five  days; 
having  sailed,  out  and  back,  2,800  miles.  When  cap- 
tain Sanford  projected  his  voyage,  he  stated  that  he 
was  going  to  the  West  Indies  after  a load  of  fruit  to 
sell  here  on  the  fourth  of  July.  The  statement  was 
regarded  as  so  incredible,  that  many  bets  were  taken 
that  he  would  not  return  by  the  fourth.  He  had  but 
two  hands  with  him,  and  the  whole  voyage  was  per- 
formed without  a pen  being  put  to  paper  for  any  pur- 
pose. His  reckoning  was  kept  with  a piece  of  chalk, 
in  the  bottom  of  his  quadrant  case.” 

Yellow  fever  is  now  prevalent  at  Tallahassee, 
Florida,  and  very  fatal  in  its  attacks— a number  of  the 
first  citizens  have  fallen  victims. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  British  steamer  Acadia,  with  72  passengers 
for  Halifax  and  Boston,  reached  the  latter  on  Tues- 
day, in  12$  days  from  Liverpool,  from  whence  she 
brings  papers  of  the  20th  July.  The  Acadia  ex- 
changed salutes  with  the  Caladonia  40  miles  off 
Cape  Ann.  The  Columbia  made  her  passage  out 
in  13$  days. 

Nothing  of  interest  has  occurred  since  our  prior 
advices.  The  prospect  of  crops  was  favorable.  The 
Turco-Egyptian  question  is  said  to  be  settled  at  last. 

The  precise  result  of  the  late  elections,  had  not 
yet  been  ascertained,  but  the  tory  majority  would 
be  about  seventy — and  so  the  little  prospect  we  had 
of  “free  trade,”  is  quietly  stowed  away  under 
hatches,  whilst  the  corn  laws  and  tobacco  re- 
strictions which  have  so  long  graced  their  tariff 
of  duties  are  more  signally  triumphant  than  ever. — , 
The  people  of  England  have,  in  the  last  resort, 
ratified  and  confirmed  their  own  system — and  it 
now  becomes  the  obvious  duty  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  consider  their  own  interest  also. 

The  British  papers  are  filled  with  speculations  as 
to  the  arrangements  of  the  coming  ministry, of  which 
it  appears  agreed  upon  all  hands  that  Mr.  Peel  is 
to  be  premier.  It  is  therefore  important  that  we 
should  ascertain  his  sentiments  as  far  as  we  can, 
and  for  that  reason  we  extract  from  one  of  his  re- 
cent electioneering  speeches,  so  much  as  has  rela- 
tion to  the  posture  of  affairs  with  this  country. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  queen. — From  the  tone  of  some  of  the  tory 
papers,  we  infer  that  the  sympathies  of  the  queen 
are  with  the  present  ministers  and  the  defeated  par- 
ty. The  Cambridge  Advertiser,  a radical  paper 
says;  “We  have  heard  it  rumored,  but  will  not 
vouch  for  the  fact,  that  her  majesty  has  most  graci- 
ously signified  her  intention  of  raising  to  the  digni- 
ty of  the  peerage  those  liberal  county  members  of 
the  late  parliament  who,  from  adverse  circum- 
stances, retired  from  the  contest. 

A great  number  of  riots  occurred  during  the  re- 
cent elections,  and  many  lives  were  lost.  At  Wa- 
terford a monster,  named  Morgan,  three  times  deli- 
berately fired  a pistol,  loaded  with  slugs,  at  a crowd 
of  boys  and  girls  who  were  shouting,  “Wyse  and 
Barron  for  ever!”  “Down  with  tile  lories.”  Ele- 
ven of  the  poor  children  were  wounded,  and  three 
of  them  were  not  expected  to  recover. 

The  leading  men  of  both  parties  have  uttered 
during  the  canvass  sentiments  highly  favorable  to 
the  preservation  of  peace  between  England  and  the 
United  States.  Lord  Morpeth,  who  stood  for  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire — an  agricultural  district 
— and  lost  his  election  by  a few  votes,  thus  spoke 
from  the  hustings: 

“Stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  disturbed  condi- 
tion of  several  foreign  countries,  as  affording  a clue 
to  the  depression  of  your  domestic  industry.  Well, 
but  what  if  the  disturbed  relations  of  those  countries 
with  us  and  with  each  other  should  not  mind?  what 
if  they  should  continue?  what  if  they  should  ever 
increase?  Hostility  is  deprecated  with  America.  I 
echo  from  my  heart  that  philanthropic  prayer,  but 
I wish  to  devise  new  and  additional  guaranties  for 
the  harmony  of  nations.  We  have  enough  of  fan- 
cied and  trivial  causes  for  war;  give  us  real  and  so- 
lid motives  for  keeping  peace.  I fear  that  peace 
will  never  be  long  secured  by  the  arguments  of 
philosophers,  or  by  the  reasonings  of  political  eco- 
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nomists,  or  by  the  praises  of  poets,  or  even,  as  the 
world  goes  now,  by  the  precept  of  divines.  We 
cannot  make  the  lion  lie  down  with  the  lamb;  but 
we  may  create  profitable  trade  between  the  wool- 
lens of  Leeds  and  the  sugars  iff  the  tropics.  We 
cannot  make  mankind  beat  their  spears  into  plough- 
shares; but  we  can  exchange  the  steel  of  Sheffield 
for  the  harvests  of  Poland  and  the  flour  of  America; 
and  I believe  statesmen  will  never  be  so  safe  as 
when  they  are  acting  upon  general  and  comprehen- 
sive principles.” 

The  London  Globe — a ininistereal  paper — seems 
to  consider  the  defeat  of  the  whigs  as  in  some  sort 
a necessary  thing,  and  commends  the  magnanimity 
of  lord  John  Russel  in  offering  himself  as  a sacri- 
fice to  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  a great  princi- 
ple. It  takes  hope  in  the  following  reflections: 

“None  of  those  great  measures  which  have  turned 
out  our  party  have  ever  failed  to  bring  them  in 
again.  No  great  measure,  which  is  really  called 
lor,  can  fail,  in  this  country,  to  restore  power  to  its 
authors.  Our  confidence,  therefore,  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  liberal  principles  of  administration,  is  as 
strong  as  our  confidence  in  the  teason  and  the  jus- 
tice of  those  principles.  It  was  hardly  to  be  hoped 
that  these  should  be  recognized,  in  a first  contest, 
sufficiently  to  surmount,  not  only  all  illicit  uses  of 
influence,  but  all  legitimate  interests,  hostile,  at 
first,  though  imperfect  in  formation.” 

ROBERT  peel’s  SPEECH. 

English  politics.  The  speech  of  sir  Robert  Peel 
to  his  constituents  of  Tamworth,  will  prove  interest- 
ing to  our  readers.  We  make  as  copious  extracts 
as  our  space  will  permit. 

On  the  foreign  sugar  question,  he  said: 

Gentlemen:  In  the  course  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  a proposal  was  made  by  the  ministers 
of  the  crown,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  sugar, 
and  thereby  allow  of  its  introduction  to  the  markets 
of  this  country.  Gentlemen,  I opposed  that  pro- 
posal, and  my  opposition  to  it  I placed  on  these 
grounds.  1 consider  the  article  of  sugar  as  wholly 
exempt  from  the*  operation  of  the  principle  of  free 
trade.  The  question  is  whether,  after  the  sacrifices 
which  this  country  has  made  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  and  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the 
glorious  results  that  have  ensued  and  are  likely  to 
ensue  from  these  sacrifices,  we  shall  run  the  risk  of 
losing  the  benefit  of  those  sacrifices,  and  tarnishing 
forever  that  glory,  by  admitting  to  the  British  mar- 
kets, sugar,  the  produce  of  foreign  slavery?  (Loud 
cheers.)  Mr.  Knight  has  said  that  we  do  not  re- 
fuse in  other  articles  the  produce  of  slave  labor.  He 
states  that  cotton,  tobacco  and  coffee,  are  produce 
of  that  description;  and  he  adds,  that  because  we 
lake  these  articles,  it  is  obvious  from  the  deduction, 
that  we  controvert  our  principle  of  the  exclusion  of 
slave  labor  from  the  British  market. 

The  deduction,  in  the  abstract,  is  correct;  the  pro- 
position, in  the  abstract,  is  just.  But  follow  it  to  its 
consequences.  You  cannot,  without  endangering 
to  the  last  degree  the  manufacturing  prosperity  of 
the  kingdom,  reject  the  cotton  of  the  United  States. 
But,  gentlemen,  there  is  a peculiar  distinction  to  be 
taken  between  sugar  and  the  articles  alluded  to. — 
Sugar  has  never  been  admitted  to  consumption  in 
this  country,  the  produce  of  foreign  slavery.  And 
the  question  is,  whether  or  not  there  is  a sufficient 
supply  of  sugar  from  the  free  labor  of  our  own  co- 
lonies, to  enable  the  working  classes  to  have  it  in 
sufficient  abundance;  for  I admit  that  it  has  almost 
become  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

If  you  open  the  markets  of  England  to  the  sugar 
of  Cuba,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  you  give  a 
great  stimulous  to  slavery  ami  the  slave  trade.  You 
are  making  a great  experiment  in  the  West  Indies — 
it  has  hitherto  been  more  successful  than  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  warranted.  The  industry 
those  colonies  has  been  somewhat  paralyzed  by  the 
gift  of  freedom  to  the  slaves.  There  is  now  some 
difficulty,  naturally  enough,  in  finding  for  the  pre- 
sent a sufficient  supply  of  free  labor,  and  there  is 
therefore  rattier  a diminution  in  our  supply  of  sugar, 
for  the  negroes  have  not  yet  come  round  to  regular 
habits  of  working.  It  is,  however,  a difficulty  or  dimi- 
nution onlyr  temporary,  1 apprehend,  which  will  soon 
therefore  be  at  an  end.  But  the  cause  of  the  dimi- 
nution in  the  production  is,  I apprehend,  rather  of  a 
temporary  than  a permanent  nature.  We  have  hopes 
of  an  increased  supply  from  our  W.  Indian  colonies, 
and  our  possessions  in  the  East  Indies  offer  the 


means  of  acquiring  a supply  of  sugar  to  an  almost 
indefinite  extent.  In  this  case  we  need  not  run  the 
risk  of  forfeiting  the  character  we  have  already  ac- 
quired at  such  an  immense  sacrifice  by  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  for  we  have  a pros- 
pect of  an  increased  supply  of  sugar  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  a new  supply  from  the  East  Indies  of 
sugar  produced  by  free  labor.  (Hear,  hear.)  These 
considerations  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  open  the  markets  of  England  to  sugar 
the  produce  ol  slave  labor.  (Cheers). 

The  corn  laws. 

Gentlemen:  I must  here  repeat  the  opinion  which 
I have  declared  here  before,  and  also  in  the  house 
of  commons,  that  I cannot  consent  to  substitute  a 
fixed  duty  of  8s.  a quarter  on  foreign  corn,  for  the 
present  ascending  and  descending  scale  of  duties. 
(Cheers.)  I prefer  the  principle  of  the  ascending 
and  descending  scale  to  such  an  amount  of  fixed 
duty.  And  when  I look  at  the  burthens  the  land 
is  subject  to  in  this  country,  I do  not  consider  the 
fixed  duty  of  8s.  a quarter  on  corn  from  Poland,  and 
Prussia,  and  Russia,  where  no  such  burthens  exist, 
a sufficient  protection  for  it.  (Great  cheering.)  Gen- 
tlemen, it  is  certainly  a very  tempting  thing  in  theory 
to  buy  your  corn  at  the  cheapest  market.  (Hear, 
hear.)  But  gentlemen  if  you  adopt  that  theory  in 
practice,  you  must,  as  a matter  of  common  justice, 
compare  the  burthens  on  the  land  in  other  countries 
with  the  burthens  on  the  land  in  this  country. — 
(Cheers.)  The  land  of  this  country  is  most  heavily 
burthened;  you  cannot  conceal  that,  [addressing 
disturbers  in  the  crowd]. 

Look  at  the  amount  of  poor’s  rate  as  levied  on 
land,  as  compared  with  that  levied  on  the  produc- 
tive means  of  manufacturing  industry.  [Loud 
cheers.]  Who  pay  the  highway  rates?  Who  pay 
the  tithes?  I say,  not,  perhaps,  altogether,  but  chiefly 
the  landed  occupiers  of  this  country.  And,  gentle- 
men, if  corn  be  the  product  of  other  land,  not  sub- 
ject to  these  burthens,  it  surely  would  not  be  just  to 
the  land  of  this  country,  which  bears  them  all,  to 
admit  at  a low  duty.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  duty  of  8s. 
a qu al  ter  is  proposed  by  the  government;  if  this  pro- 
position be  adopted,  I foresee  this  will  be  the  cer- 
tain result.  You  will  have  a redundance  of  foreign 
corn  when  you  are  not  in  want  of  it,  when  your 
own  harvests  are  profitable  ar.d  abundant;  but  when 
the  time  of  scarcity  shall  arrive  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  you  to  levy  the  duty  of  8s.  a quarter  on 
foreign  corn.  Gentlemen,  what  provision,  I ask  you, 
is  to  be  made  for  that  contingency?  [Hear,  hear.] 
If  corn  be  at  70s.  or  80s.  a quarter,  will  it  be,  pos- 
sible to  levy  the  fixed  duty  of  8s.  a quarter?  [Hear, 
hear.]  By  whom  is  it  to  be  taken  off,  and  when? 
Once  off,  by  whom  is  it  to  be  laid  on  again?  [Hear, 
hear.]  Take  a series  of  years  for  your  averages — 
make  this  experiment,  (so  doubtful  in  its  issue  to 
say  the  least  of  it),  and,  after  all,  you  will  have,  as 
he,  the  great  advocate  of  this  fixed  duty,  tells  you, 
a reduction  of  only  Is.  on  the  bushel  of  corn.  What, 
then,  becomes  of  the  cry  of  “cheap  bread?” 

Gentlemen,  it  is  said  that  the  state  of  manufac- 
tures and  commerce  of  this  country  is  so  distiessed 
that  it  is  necessary  to  change  the  present  corn  law  to 
revive  and  give  them  relief,  No  one  feels  a deeper 
interest  than  I do  in  the  manufacturing  prospects  of 
this  country.  Gentlemen,  is  it  possible  that  1 can 
recollect  the  origin  of  my  own  prosperity — is  it  pos- 
sible that  1 can  reflect  that  I owe  all  I possess — that 
I owe  all  I am  to  manufacturing  industry,  and  not 
feel  the  most  lively  interest  in  all  that  affects  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  country?  [Cheer.] 
No,  gentlemen,  I should  be  acting  a most  ungrateful 
part  if  I forgot  these  circumstances.  [Cheers  ] Is 
it  possible  that  I,  who  owe  all  to  the  industry  of  the 
working  classes,  should  not  be  anxious  for  the  adop- 
tion of  every  measure  to  enable  them  to  command 
the  necessaries,  and,  if  possible,  the  luxuries  of  life? 
[Cheers.]  Gentlemen,  I have  that  leeling  to  its 
tullest  extent;  but  I have  also  the  deep  feeling  of 
thorough  conviction  that  their  present  distress  is  not 
attributable  to  the  corn  laws;  and,  moreover,  that  we 
should  be  acting  a most  unwise  part  if,  while  labor- 
ing under  temporary  difficulties,  we  made  any  alte- 
ration in  the  application  of  capital  to  the  cultivation 
of  land,  or  disturbed  its  existing  arrangement. — 
[Cheers.]  Before  we  make  the  change,  we  should 
be  well  convinced  of  the  fact,  that  the  distress  which 
is  complained  of,  and  for  which  we  all  grieve,  arises 
from  the  operation  of  the  corn  laws.  [Cheers], 
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Manufacturing  distress. 

Gentlemen,  I admit  the  existence  of  manufactur- 
ing distress — I admit  and  deplore  it,  but  I do  not 
despair.  ] have  seen  distress  in  manufactures  and 
in  commerce  before  now — I think  that  the  causes  ol 
the  present  distress  are  but  temporary,  and  I hope 
1 shall  very  shortly  see  the  day  when  our  manufac- 
tures will  once  more  revive,  and  we  shall  again  (ill 
the  place  we  have  always  occupied — that  of  pro- 
ducers for  the  markets  of  the  world.  [Great  cheer- 
ing.] Now  let  us  consider  the  important  question  as 
to  how  far  the  distress  of  the  manufactures  and  com- 
merce of  the  conntry  is  fairly  attributable  to  the  corn 
laws.  The  total  official  value  of  the  exports  was: 

In  1830  £38,000,000  In  1835  £47,000,000 

1831  37,000,000  1836  45,000,000 

1832  38,000,000  1837  48,000,000 

1833  39,000,000  1838  50,000,000 

1834  41,000,000  1839  53,000,000 

And  yet  all  this  was  under  the  operation  of  the 

corn  laws — [cheers] — and  lord  Palmerston  said, 
and  very  justly  said  it  too,  the  exports,  then,  had 
risen,  between  1830  and  1839,  from  the  value  ol 
£38,000,000  to  that  of  £53,000,000  a very  conside- 
rable increase.  It  might  be  said  that  we  exported 
without  being  gainers  by  the  process,  either  giving 
commodities  away,  or  selling  them  at  a reduced  va- 
lue. But  if  it  appeared  that  during  the  same  time 
the  imports  had  also  increased  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, it  was  quite  clear  that  it  would  thereby  be  es- 
tablished, that  the  wholesale  and  substantial  trade 
of  the  country  was  advantageous  while  it  had  gone 
on  progressively  extending.  The  official  value  of 
the  imports  for  the  same  period  wras  as  follows: 

In  1830  £46,000,000  In  1835  £48,000,000 

1831  49,000,000  1836  57,000,000 

1832  44,000,000  1837  54,000,000 

1833  45,000,000  1838  61,000,000 

1834  49,000,000  1839  62,000,000 

Here,  therefore,  the  imports  had  increased  between 

1830  and  1839  from  £46,000,000  to  £62,000,000,  a 
clear  proof  that,  notwithstanding  the  local  and  tem- 
porary checks  which  our  commerce  had  experienc- 
ed, on  the  whole  it  had  gone  on  steadily  improving, 
and  that  between  the  two  periods  it  had  increased 
not  much  less  than  from  two  to  three. 

The  causes  of  commercial  distress. 

I see  causes  enough  in  the  world,  as  well  as  in 
this  country,  why  there  should  be  manufacturing 
and  commercial  distress  at  the  present  moment,  to- 
tally independent  of  the  corn  laws,  and  which  we 
should  all  bear  in  mind  on  any  consideration  of  the 
question.  Gentlemen,  I do  fear  that  in  the  north  of 
England  an  undue  stimulus  has  been  given  to  ma- 
nufacturing industry,  by  the  accommodation  system 
pursued  in  the  joint  stock.  [Hear,  hear.]  I think 
the  connection  of  the  manufacturer  with  the  joint 
stock  banks  have  an  undue  and  improper  impulse  (o 
trade  in  that  part  of  the  country;  and  I think  that, 
in  consequence  of  this,  there  have  been  more  manu- 
factures produced  within  the  last  two  years  than 
were  necessary  to  supply  the  demand. 

This,  I think,  is  one  of  the  man y causes  of  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  distress  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  But  there  are  several  others.  Look 
to  the  state  or  iCfne  °f  the  countries  of  the  world, 
which  took  at  one  time  the  greatest  quantity  of  our 
manufactures.  Look  to  South  America,  for  instance. 
What  the  operation  of  the  internal  dissensions  in 
that  country  has  been  upon  our  trade  and  commerce, 
is,  perhaps,  incalculable.  During  the  period  which 
1 have  been  speaking  of,  the  ports  of  South  America 
with  which  our  traffic  chiefly  lay,  have  been  strict- 
ly blockaded  by  France.  Consequently  there  has 
been  a complete  interruption  to  our  trade  in  that  di- 
rection, and  a consequent  diminution  in  the  demand 
for  our  usual  supply  of  manufactures.  Now,  let  us 
go  northward  on  the  same  continent.  One  of  the 
best  consumers  we  have  for  our  manufactures  is  the 
United  States  of  America,  a country  with  which  I 
trust  we  shall  long  maintaiu  the  intimate  relation- 
ship of  friendship  and  peace.  [Great  cheers.]  And, 
gentlemen,  I do  hope  that  neither  country — that  or 
this wj|l  be  mad  enough  to  quarrel  about  a bounda- 

ry line,  when  peace  can  be  preserved  without  detri- 
ment to  the  honor  of  either — for  the  preservation  of 
national  honor  should  be  always  the  first  considera- 
tion. And  I do  further  hope  that  the  good  sense 
and  moderation  of  both  countries  will  avert  any 
quarrel  between  two  nations  who  boast  of  a common 
origin,  who  speak  the  same  language,  and  between 
whom  any  collision  could  not  take  place  without 
materially  affecting  the  warm,  the  best  interests  of 
humanity  all  over  the  globe.  [Hear.] 

But  as  I was  saying,  that  great  coutiny  labors  un- 
der a similar  distress  to  our  own,  which  also  arises 
from  similar  causes.  The  facility  of  accommoda- 
tion afforded  by  certain  banks  there  gave  an  undue 
stimulus  to  industry;  this  produced  extravagant  spe- 
culations, many  persons  tailed  in  consequence,  and 
trade  necessarily  then  came  to  a stand  still.  That, 


as  I have  stated,  was  one  of  the  causes  of  our  own 
manufacturing  distress.  Well,  then,  look  at  Canada. 

1 hope  and  trust  that  that  country  has  now  settled 
down  quietly,  and  that  all^symptoms  of  rebellion  are 
at  an  end;  but  you  will  easily  conclude  that  a rebel- 
lion could  not  have  taken  place  in  any  conntry  with- 
out producing  a stoppage  in  the  demand  for  manu- 
factured goods,  and  a consequent  depression  in  com- 
merce. Look  next  at  the  sjate  of  the  peninsula,  the 
condition  of  Portugal  and  Spain  both  internally  con- 
vulsed, and  both  still  unsettled.  This  could  not 
exist  either  without  also  affecting  the  demand  for 
our  manufactures.  Range,  then,  along  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  pass  on  to  the  coast  of  Syria. 
On  that  coast  no  doubt  the  British  arms  have  been 
triumphant,  as  I trust  they  will  always  be;  but  un- 
questionably they  affected  the  demand  for  your  ma- 
nufactures. 

Egypt,  too,  was  in  a state  of  warfare;  another 
cause  of  depression  in  trade  and  commerce.  Go 
then  to  China.  Under  the  present  circumstances  it 
was  impossible  but  that  the  relations  in  which  we 
stood  toward  that  empire  should  affect  the  demand 
for  our  manufactures  as  well  as  our  entire  commerce. 
And  then  to  come  back  again  to  Europe.  Look  at 
the  state  of  France  during  the  last  year.  Look  at 
the  enormous  outlay  of  money  made  by  her  on  her 
military  preparations — which  sum  was  consequent- 
ly, a diversion  of  capital  from  useful  purposes.  In 
the  great  kingdoms  of  the  middle  and  north  of  Eu- 
rope, it  was  the  same  as  in  France.  All  these  causes 
combined  could  not  exist  without  essentially  affect- 
ing our  commerce  and  manufactures.  Whpn  you 
come  to  consider  the  undue  stimulus  to  industry  in 
the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  country — when 
you  come  to  consider  the  condition  of  the  United 
States — the  state  of  China — the  way  in  which  France 
has  been — when  you  put  these  things  together,  all 
causes,  mind  you,  affecting  the  market  for  your 
goods,  and  then  combine  them  with  the  two  or  three 
defective  harvests  we  have  had,  I ask  you  to  answer 
me  the  question,  whether  or  not  they  have  been 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  depression  of  manufac- 
turing industry;  and  then  to  say  we  are  called  upon, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  substitute  a fixed  duty 
on  foreign  corn  for  the  present  ascending  and  de- 
scending scale?  [Cheers.] 

Gentlemen,  it  is  by  a careful  consideration  of  these 
facts  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  exist- 
ing system  should  not  be  altered;  and  that,  more- 
over, we  should,  as  much  as  possible,  make  our- 
selves independent  of  a foreign  supply.  Seeing 
then  how  rapidly  agriculture  has  increased,  and 
that,  according  to  Mr.  McCulloch,  you  are  able  to 
support  seven  millions  of  people  more  than  you  did 
twenty  years  since,  with  only  the  same  resources,  I 
therefore  come  to  the  same  conclusion  with  him, 
“that  a prudent  statesman  will  pause  before  he  dis- 
turbes  the  principles  of  the  existing  corn  laws” — of 
those  corn  laws  which,  when  you  have  an  abun- 
dance of  your  own,  exclude  altogether  the  foreign 
supply,  and  which,  when  the  price  rises  in  this 
country,  freely  admit  it.  I say,  gentlemen,  this 
system  proposed  has  a manifest  disadvantage  over 
every  other;  that  when  corn  rises  to  a height  incon- 
venient to  the  people  of  this  country,  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  levy  the  duty  of  8s.  per  quarter. 

CHINA. 

The  ship  Akbar,  capt.  Dumaresq,  arrived  at  N. 
York  on  the  4th  inst.  in  109  days  from  Canton, 
brings  us  late  accounts  from  thence; 

On  the  news  of  the  attack  upon  the  Bogue  reach- 
ing Pekin,  the  emperor  ordered  three  imperial  com- 
missioners (one  a near  relative)  to  proceed  to  Can- 
ton, and  to  exterminate  the  English,  swearing  in  , 
his  edict  that  both  powers  could  not  stand,  one  or  j 
the  other  must  conquer  or  perish,  freshen  was  or- 1 
dered  in  chains  to  the  capital  to  be  tried  as  a traitor 
for  having  degraded  himself  so  much  as  to  meet 
the  plenipotentiaiy  or  to  listen  to  the  cession  of 
Hong  Kong.  Two  of  the  important  characters 
reached  Cantoh  in  time  to  behold  the  success  of  the 
British  arms  and  to  sign  the  truce  and  sanction  a 
temporary  trade. 

Captain  Elliot  was  at  Canton,  protected  by  a mi- 
litary guard,  waiting  the  arrival  of  “Yekshan,”  the 
emperor's  nephew,  who  was  hourly  expected,  and 
who  would  be  compelled,  by  force  of  necessity,  to 
sanction  the  arrangements  made  by  his  colleagues. 
Four  men-of-war  are  stationed  in  the  Macao  pas- 
sage, above  Canton;  three  a few.  miles  below,  and 
six  at  Whampoa,  where  they  will  remain,  to  insure 
the  safety  of  the  foreigners,  and  to  check  any 
treachery  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities.  The 
other  vessels  are  at  the  Bogue,  Macao  and  Hong 
Kong. 

Major  general  sir  Hugh  Gough  arrived  on  the  2d 
of  March,  as  commander-in-chiefof  the  land  forces. 
Sir  Gordon  Bremer  was  gone  to  Bengal  for  rein- 
forcement, but  was  expected  to  return  about  the 
first  of  June,  when  the  fleet  would  go  north  again, 


to  make  another  demonstration  upon  the  capital, 
Pekin. 

The  loss  of  the  Chinese  in  the  various  engage- 
was  estimated  at  2,500or 3,000  men,  and  about  800 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  Chinese  admiral  Keywang, 
fell  in  defence  of  the  Bogue  forts,  as  did  two  other 
mandarins  of  high  rank.  The  captain  of  a British 
transport  arriving  at  Chusan  after  the  surrender  of 
that  island  to  the  Chinese,  was  slain  on  landing. — 
The  day  after  the  fall  of  the  Bogue  forts  rewards 
were  offered  for  the  capture  or  destruction  of  Bri- 
tish ships;  100,000  dollars  for  a line  of-battle  ships, 
10,000  dollars  for  a steamer,  50,000  dollars  for  the 
admiral  or  captain  Elliot,  if  taken  alive,  and  30,000 
dollars  for  either  of  their  heads. 

Teas  were  high  and  scarce.  The  hong  merchants 
would  deal  only  for  cash;  and  insisted  on  being  paid 
before  the  teas  were  delivered.  It  was  believed 
that  the  arrangement  for  trade  could  not  last  long, 
and  that  the  foreigners  would  be  again  compelled 
to  leave  for  Macao.  A large  encampment  of  Chi- 
nese troops  was  visible  from  the  factories,  at  a little 
distance  from  Canton,  and  the  number  was  daily  in- 
creasing. 

Green  tea3  were  very  scarce  in  market,  having 
been  kept  back  and  large  quantities  sent  away 
when  the  British  approached  the  city.  The  cur- 
rent report  on  the  26th  of  April  was  that  the  Chi- 
nese government  had  laid  an  embargo  on  all  boats, 
intending  to  use  them  for  the  conveyance  of  troops. 

The  Leonidas,  which  sailed  on  the  21st  March, 
had  a part  cargo  of  teas  laken  in  at  Macoa.and  the 
Horatio  has  a full  cargo  of  teas.  Three  other  ships 
were  loading.  There  are  eleven  American  ships  at 
Whampoa.  Silks  were  veiy  scarce.  The  truce  was 
but  temporary;  and  made  against  the  express  com- 
mands of  the  emperor,  to  save  the  city  of  Canton 
from  destruction,  and  letters  express  the  opinion  that 
trade  would  not  remain  open  more  than  one  or  two 
months,  when  the  merchants  would  again  be  obliged 
to  leave  Canton. 

Cargo  of  the  Akbar: — 1 338  chests,  7,572  half 
chests  young  hyson;  354  chests,  20  half  chests  hy- 
son; 1,591  61b.  boxes,  2,160  chests  hyson  skin;  145 
half  chests  Twankay;  25  chests,  218  half  chests 
gunpowder;  21  chests  232  half  chests  imperial;  245 
chests  Congo;  896  chests,  1,063  half  chests  sou- 
chong; 892  half  chests  Powchong;  1,000  packages 
Pongees;  250  packages  Sarsnets;  100  packages  Sin- 
chews;  4,000  packages  Shawls. 

RUSSIA  AND  CHINA. 

A great  trade  is  carried  on  every  year  between 
Russia  and  China,  consisting  chiefly,  on  the  part  of 
the  Chinese,  in  the  barter  of  tea  for  various  kinds  of 
Russian  produce  and  manufactured  articles.  The 
value  of  Russian  merchandise  sent  last  year  to 
Kiachta,  a small  frontier  trading  town,  exceeded 
24,000,000  rubles — and  the  quantity  of  tea  import- 
ed amounted  to  80,000  chests,  of  which  35,000  were 
of  the  finest  sorts,  the  remaining  45,000  being  of  in- 
ferior quality.  There  are  about  thirty  different 
species  of  tea.  Of  the  geen,  which  is  distinguished 
from  all  the  others  in  form  and  taste,  only  from  100 
to  200  chests  are  imported. 

A kind  of  tea  is  imported  by  the  Russians,  which, 
we  believe,  has  never  been  introduced  into  this 
countrv,  called  tile  tea,  the  leaf  of  which  resembles 
a tile  in  form,  and  has  also  much  solidity.  It  i3 
prepared  in  quite  a different  manner  from  common 
tea,  being  stewed  with  milk,  butter,  salt  and  herbs, 
and  served  up  as  a dish.  It  is  accordingly  rather 
an  article  of  food  than  a beverage.  The  Russians 
do  not  use  it  themselves,  but  sell  it  to  the  Arme- 
nians and  Tartars,  who  distribute  it  to  the  Caucasian 
provinces,  and  Eastern  Siberia.  The  Calmucks, 
Kirgheses  and  Burats,  consume  the  greater  part  of 
it.  Besides  tea,  the  Chinese  bring  other  articles  to 
Kiachta,  the  chief  of  which  are  satin,  crape,  pipes, 
toys,  cakes  of  ink,  and  colors;  but  the  value  of  these 
does  not  amount,  altogether,  to  30,000  rubles  banco. 

[ Boston  Jour. 

WEST  INDIES. 

Jamaica.  The  Royal  Gazette  states  that  a se- 
rious epidemic  had  broken  out  in  the  60th  regiment 
of  rifles,  stationed  at  Fort  Augusta,  and  already  se- 
veral deaths  have  ensued,  and  upwards  of  150  in- 
valids are  in  the  hospital.  Of  the  detachment  ol  100 
men  of  the  same  regiment  at  Newcastle,  20  are  laid 
up  with  the  dysentery,  which  has  been  very  pre- 
valent, owing  to  the  cold  and  rainy  weather. 

A cargo  of  152  tons  of  ice,  by  the  Gertrude,  had 
just  arrived,  much  to  the  general  satisfaction,  as  the 
supply  of  the  ice  company  began  to  run  short. 

A riot  occurred  at  Kingston  on  the  24lh  of  May, 
the  anniversary  of  the  queen’s  birthday,  wh-ich  was 
put  a stop  to  by  the  assistance  of  the  military. 

The  papers  are  filled  with  the  debates  in  parlia- 
ment on  the  sugar  question. 

The  slaver  Fevereisa,  of  whose  capture  by  the 
British  brig-of-war  Fawn,  on  the  ]6th  of  February, 
we  published  an  account  some  time  ago,  had  arriv- 
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ed  at  Berbice  with  about  150  of  the  slaves,  which, 
with  200  left  at  Rio  Janeiro,  were  all  that  remained 
of  her  original  cargo  of  510.  The  details  of  the  cap- 
ture, as  published  from  the  log  book  of  the  Fawn, 
are  sickening. 

The  distress  in  the  mercantile  community  was 
very  great,  but  owing  to  the  change  of  affairs  in 
Carthagena  where,  from  the  accounts  published,  a 
counter-revolution,  headed  by  sir  J.  A.  Pinerez, 
seems  to  have  taken  place  in  favor  of  (he  central 
government,  a better  state  of  affairs  was  hoped  for. 
Obando  and  Cordova  were  in  the  hands  of  the  cen- 
tral government. 

The  Emma  brings  about  50  of  the  immigrants 
lately  arrived  at  Jamaica  from  Belfast  and  Scotland. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  revenue — tariff.  Tlie  system  of  reve- 
nue adopted  under  the  provisions  of  “the  compromise 
act,”  regulated  the  duties  by  a gradual  scale  deviat- 
ing from  the  previously  existing  tariff,  through  a 
series  of  alterations  which  were  to  be  consummated 
by  the  year  1842,  when,  it  w'as  understood  that  the 
whole  system  was  to  undergo  an  examination,  and  be 
modified  by  obviating  such  objections,  and  by  im- 
proving upon  such  new  suggestions  as  experience, 
during  the  mean  time,  might  point  out  to  be  eligible. 
The  approach  of  the  period  for  this  discussion  has 
been  watched  with  more  interest,  probably,  in  cer- 
tain circles  in  Europe,  than  in  most  communities  in 
this  country.  They  know  full  well  that  they  are 
enjoying  advantages  in  the  comparative  attitudes 
which  our  existing  tariff  allows,  and  which,  they 
must  be  upon  the  alert  and  neglect  no  expedient  to 
maintain,  or  they  will  be  deprived  thereof  by  the 
awakening  of  the  American  people  to  their  own 
interest,  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  about  to  be 
instituted. 

A system  of  revenue  cannot  be  permanent  with- 
out becoming  oppressive  somewhere,  because  of 
the  variation  of  circumstances  in  which  communi- 
ties find  themselves  at  different  times.  Yet,  that 
the  wellfare  of  any  people  is  best  guarded  by  stabi- 
lity in  their  commercial  regulations,  is  manifest. — 
Sudden  fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  duties  are  always 
exceedingly  disastrous  in  their  consequences — 
hence  the  necessity  for  forethought  and  a careful 
examination  of  premises,  before  a step  be  taken. 
We  have  not  been  without  statesmen  who  have  had 
the  precaution  to  provide  themselves  with  such 
facts  and  calculations  as  furnish  data  for  conclu- 
sions upon  the  subject;  but,  certain  it  is,  the  com- 
munity in  general  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with 
any  thing  like  an  adequate  exhibition  of  the  facts  in 
the  case.  Charmed  by  the  beautiful  theory  of  a 
free  trade — they  adopt  it  with  all  ardor  and 
adhere  to  it  in  their  own  course  as  if  it  were  in  the 
power  of  a single  nation  by  allowing  a wide  latitude 
themselves,  to  insure  that  freedom  elsewhere  for 
themselves,  which  they  proffer  to  others.  It  see’ins 
to  have  been  absolutely  forgotten  or  never  yet  to 
have  been  found  out  by  most  of  our  people  that 
whilst  under  this  notion  of  enjoying  “free  trade,” 
we  allow  the  introduction  of  millions  upon  millions 
annually  from  foreigners  free  of  duty,  or  with  a 
mere  pretence  of  a change,  yet  those  very  countries 
from  which  we  admit  them,  are  at  the  same  time 
imposing  duties  amounting  in  some  cases  to  a 
thousand  per  cent,  upon  the  very  articles  which  we 
have  to  pay  for  their  goods  in.  This  is  a kind  of 
“free  trade”  that  they  are  exceedingly  anxious  to 
coax  us  to  continue,  and  by  which  they  and  their 
agents  employ  every  expedient  to  prevent  us  from 
perceiving  or  departing  from.  It  is  exactly  the 
contrivance  which  enables  them  to  command  the 
balance  which  regularly  falls  due  to  them,  to  be 
shipped  to  them  in  specie,  and  hence  gold  and  sil- 
ver regularly  go  out  in  every  packet  to  pay  up  (or 
the  w ines,  the  silks  anti  gew-gaws  which  tliey  ship 
to  us,  beyond  what  they  will  take  of  our  products. 

The  United  States  senate  having  called  for  infor- 
mation upon  several  of  the  important  points  in  this 
topic,  the  departments  have  in  replvfurnished  them 
with  a number  of  tables.  We  presume  that  it  is 
to  that  source  we  are  originally  indebted  for  a 
series  of  calculations,  some  of  which  we  shall 
lay  before  our  readers,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
so  far  as  our  space  admits,  the  operation  of  some  of 
the  propositions  which  are  already  undei  discussion 
in  congress,  in  regard  to  the  new  tariff. 

We  do  so  however  w ithout  feeling  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  items  there- 
in. Instances  have  been  pointed  out  to  us  of  appa- 
rent error — the  entire  cost  of  linen  imported,  for  in- 
stance, is  set  down  at  a little  over  four  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum — a single  firm  has  been  named  to 
us  whose  operations  in  that  article  is  little  short 
of  thiee  millions  annually — leaving  the  presumption 
that  the  total  amount  imported  is  largely  under-rat- 
td — and  so  in  relation  to  some  other  items,  but  hav- 
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1 statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  articles  subject  toa 
duty  of  less  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem , in  1840, 
which  under  the  proposed  bill  will  pay  a duty  of  20  per 
cent. 
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Statement  of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  each 
year,  from  1829  to  1840,  inclusive,  for  the  civil  list, 
foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous  objects,  for  the 
military  establishment,  pensions,  fortifications,  internal 
improvements,  Indian  department  and  the  naval  esta- 
blishment, exhibiting  also  the  excess  of  appropriations 
over  expenditures. 
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Total  appropiiation  $271,821,146  13 

Do.  excess  29,566,162  15 

Do.  expenditure  554,376,020  95 

Do.  excess  12,124,036  97 

Annual  average  of  difference  1,453,510  43 


1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 


Expenditure 
exclusive  of 
public  debt. 


112,662. 

13,229 

13,864 

16,516. 

22.713 

18.425 

17,511, 

30.868, 

37,265, 

39,455, 

37.614, 

27,249, 


,490  62 
.533  33 
067  90 
.388  77 
,755  11 
,417  25 
950  28 
164  04 
037  15 
433  35 
936  15 
,909  51 


287,380,088  46 


Trust  funds, 
treasury  notes, 
interest,  fyc. 


$11,833  40 

281  79 
2,254  08 
*663,442  80 
4,850  13 
508,437  13 
1,212,919  58 
5,655,034  06 
7,911,042  16 
12,171,219  21 
4,860,553  20 


33,001,067  51 


Aggregate  expen- 
diture as  statement 
No.  8. 


$12,651 

13,229, 

13,863. 

16,514 

22,050, 

18,420, 

15,006, 

29,655 

31,610, 

31,544, 

25,443, 

22,389,; 


,457  22 
,533  33 
,786  14 
134  69 
312  31 
567  12 
513  15 
,244  46 
003  09 
396  19 
716  94 
356  31 


254.379,020  95 
33,001,067  51 


287,380,088  46[  287,380,088  46 

Note. — No  special  notice  of  trust  funds  was  made  in 
the  public  accounts  until  1835.  In  the  printed  accounts 
rendered  to  congress  for  that  and  the  subsequent  years, 
they  are  particularly  noticed. 

The  payments  for  1840  are  subject  to  variation  on 
the  settlement  of  the  treasurer’s  account  by  warrant, 
which  may  appear  to  be  unpaid  at  the  close  of  that  year. 

Statement  of  the  sums  making  the  amounts  under  the 
head  of  "trust  funds  and  treasury  notes,’’  as  stated  in 
the  table  of  appropriations  and  expenditures  furnished 
to  the  committee  for  the  years — 

1835.  Awards  under  con- 
vention with  the  king  of  the 

Two  Sicilies  $508,437  13 

1836.  Payment  of  demands 

for  unclaimed  merchandise  275  90 

Awards  under  the  convention 
with  the  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  4,633  24 

Choctaw  schools  187  45 

•Awards  under  the  treaty  with  Denmark,  $663,161  04. 


Chickasaw  fund,  per  act  of 
20th  April,  1836  816,118  32 

Incompetent  Indians,  per  act 
of  20th  April,  1836  384,749  69 

Navy  pension  fund  6,056  13 

Privateer  pension  fund  898  85 

1837.  Payment  of  demands 
for  unclaimed  merchandise  52  19 

Awards  under  the  convention 
with  the  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  253,323  56 

Awards  under  the  conven- 
tion with  the  king  of  the 
French  4,115,741  76 

Sales  of  orphan  lands  of 
Creek  Indians 
Choctaw  schools 
Cherokee  schools 
Kansas  schools 
Chickasaw  fund,  per  act  of 
20th  April,  1836 
Privateer  pension  fund 


1,212,919  68 


21,044  00 
527  87 
10,014  12 
17,894  87 

1,236,144  54 
261  55 


1838.  Interest  on  the  funded 
debt  1 06 

Interest  and  reimbursement 
of  the  domestic  debt  2,000  75 

Redemption  of  3 per  cent. 

stock  215  27 

Reimbursement  of  treasury 
notes  issued  per  act  of  12th 
October,  1837  5,447,489  97 

Reimbursement  of  treasury 
notes  issued  per  act  21st 
May,  1838  141,116  74 

Interest  on  treasury  notes  is- 
sued per  act  of  22d  Octo- 
ber, 1837  14,657  30 

Interest  on  treasury  notes  is- 
sued per  act  of  21st  May, 

1838  339  18 

Payment  of  demands  for  un- 
claimed merchandise  614  32 

Smithsonian  institution  517,770  67 

Awards  under  the  conven- 
tion of  the  king  of  the  T wo 
Sicilies  221,214  08 

Awards  under  the  conven- 
tion of  the  king  of  the 
French  695,933  37 

Awards  under  the  conven- 
tion of  the  queen  of  Spain  58,429  64 
Chickasaw  fund,  per  act  of 
20th  April,  1836  621.161  22 

Navy  pension  fund  190,198  59 


5,655,034  06 


1839.  Interest  on  the  funded 
debt  34 

Interest  and  reimbursement 
of  the  domestic  debt  3,000  00 

Paying  certain  parts  of  the 
domestic  debt  641  16 

Redemption  of  the  5 per  cent. 

stock  ofl821  10,000  00 

Redemption  of  the  4|  per 
cent,  stock  of  26th  May, 

1824  3,000  00 

Redemption  of  3 per  cent. 

stock  229  90 

Reimbursement  of  treasury 
notes  (old)  5 00 

Reimbursement  of  treasury 
notes  issued  per  act  12th 
October,  1837  4,291,975  45 

Reimbursement  of  treasury 
notes  issued  per  act  21st 
May,  1838  6 

Interest  on  treasury  notes  is- 
sued per  act  12th  October, 

1837 

Interest  on  treasury  notes  is- 
sued per  act  21st  May, 

1838 

Payment  of  demands  for  un- 
- claimed  merchandise 
Smithsonian  institution 
Awards  under  the  conven- 
tion with  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies 

Awards  under  the  conven- 
tion with  the  king  of  the 
French 

Awards  under  the  convention 
with  the  queen  of  Spain 
Awards  under  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
Chickasaw  fund,  per  act  20th 
April,  1836 


7,911,042  16 


1,406,301 

68 

101,264 

41 

298,569 

48 

1,053 

43 

12,837 

50 

220,827 

56 

496,276 

41 

153 

74 

280 

00 

321,803 

25 

Deduct  surplus  of 
repaymenton  ac- 
count of  navy  ho- 
spital fund  31,710  84 


802,768  38 


4,860,553  40 


A statement  of  the  monthly,  quarterly  and  annual  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  from  the  12 th  October,  1837,  to  30th 
June,  1841 , inclusive: 

Months.  Fear*.  *£*  — T ££ 

Oct.  1837  $53,723  83 

Nov.  “ 1,441,740  24 

Dec.  “ 1,497,525  08 

$2,992,989  15 

$2,992,989  15 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 


1838  1,492,915  13 
“ 2,033,042  37 
“ 948,403  07 

“ 2,057,401  75 

“ 1,275,555  79 

“ 4,103,706  99 

“ 182.568  56 

“ 460.727  20 

“ 162,500  00 


4,474,360  57 


7,436,661  53 


805,795  76 


March  1839  2,080,985  14 


12,716,820  86 


May 

June 


April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 


1,481,291  07 
295,000  00 


2,080,985  14 


1,776,291  07 


1840  77.530  00 

1,349,636  14 
“ 408,842  85 

1,836,009  09 

“ 1,538,059  19 
“ 1,525.796  29 

“ 32,550  00 

■ — 3,096,405  48 


3,857,276  21 


155,668  67 
81,304  43 
420,159  84 


657,132  94 


1841 


625,015  60 
904,359  81 
1,323,203  34 

l 

971.275  33 
1,868,587  13 
565,293  61 


5,589,547  51 


2.852,578  75 


3,395,156  07 


Aggregate 
Total  redeemed 

Outstanding 


6,247,734  82 

$31,404,368  55 
22,477,687  42 

$8,926,681  13 


A statement  of  the  redemption  of  treasury  notes. 

Quarterly.  Annual. 


1838 — 1st  quarter 
2nd  quarter 
3rd  quarter 
4th  quarter 

1839.  — 1st  quarter 
2nd  quarter 
3rd  quarter 
4th  quarter 

1840.  — 1st  quarter 
2nd  quarter 
3rd  quarter 
4th  quarter 


1841.- 


- 1st  quarter 
2nd  quarter 


$811,299 

42 

668,173 

48 

2,852,169 

40 

1,256,864 

41 

4,315,565 

25 

3,652,838 

16 

1,568,942 

29 

1,191,431 

43 

1,647,634 

24 

1,166,607 

94 

651,423 

40 

406,867 

44 

321,656 

29 

1,966,214 

27 

$5,588,506  71 


10,728,777  13 


3,872,533  02 


2,287,870  56 


Aggregate,  $22,477,687  42 

Articles  paying  a duty  of  less  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem continued  at  their  present  duties  by  the  proposed 
bill. 

Articles. 

Acid,  muriatic 

Acid,  sulphuric,  or  oil  of  vitriol 
Acid,  tartaric 


1840.  Treasury  notes  4,057,784  82 
Unclaimed  mdse.  36  44 
Smithsonian  lega- 
cy 33,758  00 

French  indemnity  6,265  14 
Neapolitanindem- 
nity  373,464  41 

Chickasaw  fund  458,459  58 
Navy  pension  fund  12,495  71 


-12,171,219  21 


$831,479  22 


Alum 
Aqua  fortis 
Blue  vitriol 
Calomel 

Carbonate  of  soda 
Corrosive  sublimate 
Combs 

Copperas  I 

Gold  and  silver  and  other  watches, 
and  part  of  watches 
Gold  and  silver  lace,  and  all  arti- 
cles composed  wholly  or  chiefly 
of  gold  and  silver 


Present  duty. 
12}  per  ceut. 

3 cts.  per  lb. 
15  per  cent. 
50  per  cwt. 
12}  per  cent. 

4 cts.  per  lb 
per  cent, 
per  cent, 
per  cent, 
per  cent, 
per  cwt. 


15 

15 

15 

15 

00 


12}  per  cent. 


12}  per  cent. 
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and 


12j  per  cent. 
12|  per  cent. 
12^  per  cent. 

5 cts.  per  ib. 
5 cts.  per  lb. 
5 cts.  per  lb. 
15  per  cent. 
15  percent. 
12£  per  cent. 
12^  per  cent. 
12£  per  cent. 

2 cts.  per  lb. 
15  per  cent. 
15  per  cent. 
15  per  cent. 
12J  per  cent. 

3 cts.  per  lb. 


Gems  and  precious  stones, 
pearls  of  all  kinds  when  set 
Jewelry  of  gold,  &c. 

Lead,  nitrate  of 
Lead,  read,  ground  in  oil 
Lead,  white,  do. 

Lead,  sugar  of 
Manganese 
Magnesia,  sulphate  of 
Potash,  bichromate  of 
Potash,  chromate  of 
Potash,  prussiate  of 
Salts,  glauber 
Salts,  Rochelle 
Sulphate  of  quinine 
Sublimate,  corrosive 
Stones,  precious,  of  all  kinds,  set 
Saltpetre,  refined 

Articles  free  of  duty  under  the  proposed  act.  All 
articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  books,  maps, 
charts,  statues,  busts  of  marble,  bronze,  alabaster, 
or  plaster  of  Paris,  casts,  paintings,  drawings,  en- 
gravings, specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  of  coins, 
gems,  medals,  and  all  other  collections  of  antiqui- 
ties, statuary,  modelling,  painting,  drawing,  etching, 
or  engraving  specially  imported  by  order,  and  for 
the  use  of  any  society  incorporated  for  philosophi- 
cal or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order  and  lor  the  use  of  any 
college,  school  or  seminary  of  learning  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  specimens  in  natural  history,  mineralogy, 
botany,  and  anatomical  preparations,  models  of  ma- 
chinery and  the  models  of  other  inventions,  plants 
and  trees,  wearing  apparel  and  other  personal  bag- 
gage in  actual  use,  and  the  implements  or  tools  of 
trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  United  States;  re- 
gulus  of  antimony,  animals  imported  for  breed, 
argol,  gum  arabic,  aloes,  ambergris,  bole  ammo- 
niac, arrow-root,  annotto,  aniseed,  oil  of  aniseed, 
almonds,  amber,  asafetida,  ava  root,  alconoque,  alba 
canella,  busts  of  marble,  bronze,  alabaster  or  plas- 
ter of  Paris;  bark  of  cork  tree  unmanufactured,  burr 
stones  unwrought.  Bristol  stones  or  paste,  brass,  in 
pigs,  bars,  plates  or  sheets,  old  brass,  only  fit  to  be 
manufactured,  brass  wire  suited  to  the  manufacture 
of  pins,  brimstone  or  sulphur,  barilla,  brazilletto, 
refined  borax,  Burgundy  pitch,  berries  used  for  dy- 
ing, vanilla  beans,  Brazil  paste,  balsam  tolu,  gold 
and  silver  coins  and  bullion,  clay  unwrought,  cop- 
per imported  in  any  shape  for  the  use  of  the  mint, 
copper  in  pigs,  bars  or  plates,  suited  to  the  sheathing 
of  ships,  old  copper  fit  only  to  be  remanufactured, 
lapis  calaminaris,  cochineal,  camomile  flowers,  co- 
riander seed,  catsup,  cantharides,  castanas,  chalk, 
cocculus  indicus,  Colombo  root,  oil  of  cloves,  cum- 
min seed,  cascarilla,  vegetables  and  woods  used  in 
dying,  lac-die,  berries  and  nuts  used  in  dying,  eme- 
ry, epaulets  of  gold  or  silver,  furs  undressed  of  all 
kinds,  flax  unmanufactured,  fustic,  flints,  gems  and 
precious  stones  of  all  kinds,  not  set,  grindstones, 
gamboge,  raw  hides,  hemlock,  henbane,  horn  plates 
for  lanturns,  ox  and  other  horns,  Harlem  oil,  harts- 
horn, hair  unmanufactured,  hair  pencils,  ipeca- 
cuanha, ivory  unmanufactured,  iris  root,  juniper 
berries,  oil  of  juniper,  kelp,  kermes,  madder,  mad- 
der root,  musk,  manna,  mother  of  pearl,  needles, 
nux  vomica,  orris  root,  oil  of  almonds,  opium,  pla- 
tina,  Peruvian  bark,  old  pewter  fit  only  to  be  rema- 
nufaetured,  plaster  of  Paris,  pearls  of  all  kinds,  not 
set,  quicksilver,  rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth,  India 
rubber,  reeds  unmanufactured,  rhubarb,  rotten  stone, 
ratans  unmanufactured,  raw  and  undressed  skins, 
spelter,  crude  saltpetre,  gum  Senegal,  saffron,  shel- 
lac sponges,  sago,  sarsaparilla,  senna,  strings  for 
musical  instruments,  topioca,  tamarinds,  crude  tar- 
tar, teuteneuge,  tin  foil  tin,  in  pigs,  bars,  plates  or 
sheets,  tips  of  bone  or  horn,  tortoise  shell,  turmeric, 
weld,  woad  or  pastel,  Brazil  wood,  Nicaragua  wood, 
red  wood,  cam  wood,  log  wood,  die  woods  of  all 
kinds,  unmanufactured  woods  of  any  kind,  except 
rose  wood,  satin  wood  and  mahogany,  whale  and 
other  fish  oils  of  American  fisheries,  and  all  other 
articles  the  produce  of  said  fisheries,  and  zinc. 

Articles  subject  to  duties  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. Blankets,  woollen,  the  value  of  w'hich  at  the 
place  whence  exported,  shall  not  exceed  75  cents 
each;  matting  usually  made  of  flags  or  any  other 
material;  wire,  silvered  or  plated. 

Articles  subject  to  a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. Silk,  all  manufactures  of,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  the  component  material,  coming  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing  silk; 
saddlery,  common  tinned  and  japanned. 

Articles  subject  to  a duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. Wire,  square,  used  for  umbrella  stretchers, 
cut  in  pieces  not  exceeding  the  length  for  stretchers. 

Articles  subject  to  a duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per 
cent.  Aquafortis;  articles  composed  wholly  or  chief- 
ly of  gold,  silver,  pearl  or  precious  stones,  set;  bi- 


chromate of  potash,  Brazil  pebble  for  spectacles; 
Bristol  stones;  chromate  of  potash;  crystals,  watch; 
diamonds;  diamonds,  glazier’s;  dressed  furs;  em- 
broidery; furs,  dressed;  gold  lace;  gold  watches; 
gold,  articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of,  set; 
jewelry,  of  gold,  silver,  precioit3  stones,  &c.  set; 
laces,  gold  and  silver;  laces,  thread  and  cotton; 
lead,  nitrate  of;  manganese;  murialic  acid;  nitrate 
of  lead;  paste  work;  pearls,  of  all  kinds,  set  or  other- 
wise; pearl,  of  all  articles  composed  wholly  or  chief- 
ly of;  pebble,  Brazil,  for  spectacles;  potash,  bichro- 
mate of;  potash,  chromate  of;  potash  prussiate  of; 
precious  stones,  of  all  kinds,  set;  prussiate  of  pot- 
ash; raw  silk;  silver,  articles  composed  wholly  or 
chiefly  of;  silver  watches,  and  parts  of;  stones,  Bris- 
tol; stones,  precious,  all  articles  composed  wholly  or 
chiefly  of,  set;  stones,  precious,  of  all  kinds,  set; 
veils,  lace;  watches,  of  all  kinds,  and  parts  of  watch- 
es; watch  crystals;  whalebone,  of  foreign  fishing. 

Articles  subject  to  a duly  of  15  per  cent.  Acid, 
tartaric;  almond  paste;  amber  beads;  articles,  all, 
not  specified  in  the  act  of  the  14th  July,  1832,  ei- 
ther as  free,  or  as  liable  to  a different  duty,  (that  is 
to  say,  than  15  per  cent.)  and  which,  by  the  then 
existing  laws,  were  liable  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 
higher  than  15  per  cent,  to  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  15  per  cent.;  balsams,  cosmetic;  barley;  baskets, 
of  straw  or  grass;  beads,  wax  or  amber;  beads,  all 
others  not  otherwise  enumerated;  beds,  feathers  for; 
bergamot,  essential  oil  of;  blue,  Prussian;  bolting 
cloth,  if  not  of  silk;  boxes,  shell  or  paper;  bracelets, 
hair;  bricks;  brooms,  of  hair  or  palm  leaf;  button 
moulds;  brazier’s  copper;  calomel;  carbonate  of 
soda;  caraway,  essential  oil  of;  cloth,  hair  or  hair 
seating;  combs;  composition  beads;  cosmetics;  cor- 
rosive sublimate;  crude  mineral  salt;  copper,  bra- 
zier’s; copper  bottoms,  cut  round  and  turned  up  on 
the  edge,  &c.  down,  of  all  kinds;  duck,  sail;  emetic, 
tartar;  fancy,  or  perfumed  soaps;  feathers,  for  beds; 
fossil  and  mineral  salt;  gold  leaf;  grass  baskets; 
hair  bracelets;  hair,  brooms  of;  hair  cloth  and  hair 
seating;  hair,  not  made  up  for  head  dresses;  indigo; 
lampblack;  lavender,  essential  oil  of;  lead,  all  ma- 
nufactures of,  not  otherwise  specified,  or  of  which 
lead  is  a component  material;  leaf,  gold;  lemon, 
essential  oil  of;  magnesia,  sulphate  of;  mineral  salt, 
crude;  mustard;  oil,  essential,  of  bergamot;  oil,  es- 
sential, of  caraway;  oil,  essential,  of  lemon;  oil,  es- 
sential, of  lavender;  oil,  essential,  of  rosemary;  oil, 
essential,  of  roses;  oil,  salad;  padding  linen,  if  not 
suitable  for  cotton  bagging;  palm  leaf,  brooms  of; 
paper  boxes;  paste,  almond;  paving  tiles;  perfum- 
ed, or  fancy,  shaving  and  other  soaps;  pickles;  pow- 
der, hair,  perfumed;  powder,  tooth;  Pressian  blue; 
quills  prepared;  quinine,  sulphate  of;  Rochelle 
salts;  rosemary,  essential  oil  of;  roses,  essential  oil 
of;  salts,  Rochelle;  salad  oil;  salt,  fossil  and  crude 
mineral;  seating,  hair  and  haircloth;  shell  boxes; 
soaps,  fancy  or  perfumed,  shaving  and  others,  in- 
cluding Windsor  and  washballs;  soda,  carbonate  of; 
straw  baskets;  sublimate,  corrosive;  sulphate  of 
magnesia;  sulphate  of  quinine;  Tartaric  acids;  Tar- 
tar emetic;  tiles,  building;  tiles,  paving;  tooth  pow- 
der; tobacco,  manufactured;  washes;  washballs; 
wax  beads;  Windsor  soap. 


It  was  carried  at  last  by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Preston, 
who  notoriously  violates  the  almost  unanimous  pub- 
lic sentiment  of  his  slate. 

Will  the  -president  sanction  a bill  thus  worked 
through  the  senate,  by  what  Mr.  Randolph  would 
term  black-leg  management — and  containing,  as  it 
does  beyond  all  question,  a full  assertion  of  the 
power  to  impose  branches  on  the  stales — which  has 
been  again  and  again  pronounced  by  the  president 
a downright  violation  of  the  constitution  ot  the  U. 
States?  We  think  not. 

On  our  return  home  from  the  senate,  vre  were 
greeted  by  a letter  from  a great  man  six  hundred 
miles  distant,  whose  ken  we  have  often  found  reach- 
ed beyond  all  others,  which  makes  an  assertion  on 
this  point.  We  have  frequently  found  his  assertions, 
prophecies,  and  we  publish  the  following  as  of  that 
character,  and  leave  it  to  be  tested  by  the  future — 
“Clay  will  not  get  his  bank  bill  passed,  Tyler  will 
veto  it.”  [Globe. 

The  Madisonian  on  noticing  the  above,  remarks, 
“It,  (the  bank  bill),  was  carried  at  last  by  the 
vote  of  Mr.  Preston,  who  notoriously  violates  the 
almost  unanimous  public  sentiment  of  his  state,  will 
the  president  sanction  a bill  thus  worked  through 
the  senate?”  Without  inquiring  whether  Mr.  Pres- 
ton did,  or  did  not,  vote  the  sentiments  of  his  state, 
but  assuming  for  the  sake  of  meeting  the  position  of 
the  Globe,  he  did  not,  how  stands  the  case? 

There  are  fifty-two  senators,  when  all  the  states 
are  fully  represented — Tennessee  having  but  one 
senator.  At  this  time  the  senate  is  composed  of 
fifty-one  members— these  are  from  twenty-six  states. 
The  vote  on  the  bank  bill  was  26  in  the  affirmative, 
and  23  in  the  negative,  two  not  voting.  Now,  if  the 
twenty-six  states  had  been  fully  represented,  and 
the  senators  had  voted  as  the  Globe  says  Mr.  Pres- 
ton should  have  done,  the  vote  would  have  stood  38 
for  the  bill  and  14  against  it,  or  19  states  for  the  bill 
and  7 against  it,  as  tested  by  the  last  general  election. 

For  the  bill — whig  states. 


North  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Michigan, 


sub-treasury  states. 
2 Arkansas, 

2 Missouri, 

2 Illinois, 


Passage  of  the  bank  charter.  “The  charter 
for  this  new  government  of  the  country,  passed  the 
senate  without  obtaining  the  vote  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  that  body.  There  are  fifty-two 
members — Tennessee  is  only  half  represented  in 
the  body.  If  her  full  representation  had  voted  as 
the  fraction  of  it  voted  on  the  question,  and  the 
other  dissenting  member  from  the  bill,  (Mr.  Clay- 
ton), had  been  compelled  to  do  his  duty,  and  vote 
according  to  his  own  sense  of  his  oath,  the  charter 
would  have  fallen  in  the  senate. 

Next.  If  Mr.  Henderson  had  done  his  duty,  at- 
tended as  he  was  bound  to  do,  and  voted,  as  he 
says  he  would  have  voted,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  conscience,  the  compromise,  the  amendment, 
would  have  been  rejected,  and  then  Messrs.  Mer- 
rick and  others,  who  stood  pledged  to  vote  against 
the  bill  without  the  amendment,  would  have  de- 
feated the  measure.  The  bank  charter,  instead  of 
being  passed  by  the  extra  congress  convened  for 
the  purpose,  was  thus  in  fact  passed  by  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Henderson.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  read,  “be 
it  enacted  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Henderson,”  in- 
stead ot  “be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  in  congress  assembled.” 

It  the  charter  should  then  become  effectual  to  fix 
upon  the  present  generation  the  great  moneyed  dy- 
nasty proposed,  it  will  be  the  consequence,  first  of 
the  call  of  a mutilated  congress— -a  senator  from 
Tennessee  would  have  stifled  the  bill— and  second- 
ly of  the  conduct  of  two  senators,  who  absented 
themselves,  and  thus  avoided  (he  performance  of  a 
duty  which  (hey  admit  their  consciences  demand- 
ed. The  vote  of  either  would  have  defeated  the 
bill. 


Massachusetts,  2 

Vermont,  2 

Connecticut,  2 

Rhode  Island,  2 

Maine,  2 

New  York,  2 

New  Jersey,  2 

Pennsylvania,  2 

Maryland,  2 

Delaware,  2 

Making  38  votes. 

Against  the  bill 
New  Hampshire, 

Virginia, 

South  Carolina, 

Alabama,  2 

Making  14  votes, 

And  where  the  whig  states  represented  in  the 
house  upon  the  same  principle,  and  the  policy  ap- 
plied, that  was  adopted  by  Alabama  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, that  of  resorting  to  the  general  ticket,  the  op- 
position to  the  bill  would  be  only  nominal  in  that 
body,  as  the  sub-treasury  states  only  gave  46  votes, 
and  under  the  next  apportionment  will  not  be  much 
varied.  What  then  becomes  ol  (he  position  of  the 
Globe?  Let  the  candid  reader  answer. 


Respect  for  public  services.  The  citizens  of 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  tendered  to  brigadier  general 
Taylor,  of  the  United  States  army,  a public  dinner, 
in  expression  ol  their  esteem  for  his  personal  worth 
and  meritorious  public  services,  on  his  arrival  at 
that  place,  en  route  to  Fort  Gibson,  to  relieve  gen. 
Arbuckle,  which  the  general  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  declining  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  fol- 
lowing reply  to  the  invitation: 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  June  11,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  Permit  me  to  tender  to  you  indi- 
vidually, and  through  you  to  the  citizens  of  Little 
Rock,  my  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me 
in  their  invitation,  so  obligingly  and  flatteringly 
communicated  by  you,  to  partake  with  them  of  a 
public  dinner. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  would  afford  me 
great  pleasure  to  accept  this  invitation;  but  having 
been  already  detained,  upon  my  journey  to  the  fron- 
tier, an  unusual  length  of  time,  I do  not  feel  autho- 
rised to  make,  on  my  own  account  any  delay  what- 
ever. I am  therefore  compelled,  with  sincere  re- 
gret, to  decline  the  kind  hospitality  of  the  citizens 
of  Little  Rock. 

In  regard  to  the  military  command  upon  the  fron- 
tier, so  important  to  the  people  of  Arkansas,  I have, 
gentlemen,  to  assure  you  of  my  best  exertions  to  se- 
cure the  great  objects  to  which  your  letter  refers. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

ZACH.  TAYLOR. 

Brevet  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army. 

To  Mr.  Benj.  Johnson  and  others. 
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U.  S.  si^iate.  The  following  table  shews  the  standing  of  the  U.  S.  senate,  for  the  first  session  of  the  26th  congress — also  the  second  session — with  the 
first  session  of  the  27th  congress,  convened  31st  May,  1841.  The  senate  consis's  of  52  members,  and  is  divided  into  three  classes;  one  class  to  be 'elected 
every  other  year;  terra  6 years.  Each  class  stands  in  its  proper  column,  with  the  date  of  its  termination.  A star  designates,  Van  Buren  members. 


First 

session,  26 th  congress. 

Second  session,  26 th  congress. 

First  session. 

27 th  congress- 

-31st  May,  1841. 

1841. 

1813. 

1845. 

1841. 

1843. 

1845. 

1843. 

1315. 

1847. 

1.  Maine, 

Ruggles, 

•Williams, 

Ruggles, 

•Williams, 

•Williams. 

Evans, 

2.  New  Hampshire, 

•Hubbard, 

•Pierce, 

•Hubbard, 

•Pierce, 

•Pierce, 

* Woodbury, 

3.  Massachusetts, 

Davis, 

Webster, 

Bates, 

Choate, 

Choate, 

Bates, 

4.  Connecticut, 

•Smith 

Huntington, 

•Smith, 

Huntington, 

•Smith, 

Huntington, 

5.  Rhode  Island, 

Knight 

Dixon, 

Knight, 

Dixon, 

Dixon, 

Simmons, 

6.  Vermont, 

Prentiss, 

Phelps, 

Prentiss, 

Phelp9, 

Prentiss, 

Phelps, 

Tallmadge, 

7.  New  York, 

* Wright, 

Tallmadge, 

•Wright, 

Tallmadge, 

•Wright, 

8.  New  Jersey, 

•Wall, 

Southard, 

•Wall, 

Southard, 

Southard, 

Miller, 

9.  Pennsylvania, 

•Buchanan, 

•Sturgeon, 

•Buchanan, 

•Sturgeon, 

•Buchanan, 

•Sturgeon, 

10.  Delaware, 

11.  Maryland, 

Clayton, 

Bayard, 

Clayton, 

Bayard, 

Bayard, 

Clayton, 

Spence,  dead. 

Merrick, 

Kerr, 

Merrick, 

Kerr, 

Merrick, 

12.  Virginia, 

•Roane, 

( Vacant.) 

•Roan, 

Rives, 

Rives, 

Archer, 

13.  North  Carolina, 

•Brown, 

•Calhoun, 

•Strange, 

Mangum, 

Graham 

Graham, 

Mangum, 

14.  South  Carolina. 

Preston, 

•Calhoun, 

Preston, 

Preston, 

•Calhoun, 

15.  Georgia, 

•Lumpkin, 

Crittenden, 

•Cuthbert, 

Berrien, 

•Cuthbert, 

•Cuthbert, 

Berrien, 

16.  Kentucky, 

Clay 

Crittenden, 

Clay, 

Clay, 

Morehead, 

17.  Tennessee, 

•Anderson, 

•Grundy  ,dead 

•Anderson, 

•Nicholson, 

•Nicholson, 

( Vacant.) 

18.  Ohio, 

•Allen, 

•Tapan, 

•Allen, 

•Tapan, 

•Allen, 

•Tapan, 

19.  Louisiana, 

•Nicholas, 

•Mouton, 

•Nicholas, 

•Mouton, 

•Mouton, 

Barrow, 

20.  Indiana, 

Smith, 

White, 

Smith, 

White, 

Smith, 

White, 

21.  Mississippi, 

•Walker, 

Henderson, 

•Walker, 

Henderson, 

Henderson, 

•Walker, 

22.  Illinois, 

•Robinson, 

•Young, 

•Robinson, 

•Young, 

•Young, 

•McRoberts, 

23.  Alabama, 

•King, 

•Clay, 

•King, 

•Clay, 

•Clay, 

•King, 

24.  Missouri, 

•Linn, 

•Benton, 

•Linn, 

•Benton, 

•Linn, 

* Benton, 

25.  Arkansas, 

•Fulton, 

•Sevier, 

•Fulton, 

•Sevier, 

•Sevier, 

•Fulton, 

26.  Michigan, 

•Norwell, 

Porter, 

•Norwell, 

Porter, 

Porter, 

Woodbridge, 

*13—5. 

*12—5. 

*5—11. 

*11—7. 

*11-6. 

*5—12. 

*11—6. 

*5—12. 

*6—11. 

Van  Buren  30,  Harrison,  21 — in  all  51. 

Van  Buren  27,  Harrison  25 — in  all  52. 

Van  Buren  22,  Tyler,  29 

—in  all  51. 

V.  B.  majority  9. 

V.  B.  majority  2. 

Tyler’s  majority  7. 

W.  McKNIGHT,  Pennsylvania. 


Currency.  Currency  has  been  the  topic  of  long 
and  labored  investigation,  and  it  may  seem  pre- 
sumptuous to  attempt  to  settle  any  principle  in  re- 
lation to  it.  But  it  is  an  important  subject,  and 
ought  to  be  understood;  we  therefore  give  our  view’s 
of  it,  in  the  hope  of  aiding  in  the  settlement  of  the 
great  question.  Currency  is  that  form  of  capital 
or  credit  used  as  a circulating  medium;  or  any  thing 
which,  in  a given  locality,  will  purchase  commodi- 
ties or  pay  debts  without  further  negotiation.  This 
is  the  simplest  illustration  of  the  term.  Currency 
is  also  ‘-capital  seeking  investment.”  Capital  is 
accumulated  by  labor,  aided  by  capital;  and  its  first 
form  is  the  product  of  labor,  whatever  that  may  be. 
If  this  product  is  to  be  used  by  the  producer,  or 
bartered  for  some  other  form  of  capital,  each  party 
^desiring  to  consume  what  he  obtains,  no  currency 
is'required  or  U3ed;  but  if  the  producer  desires  to 
invest  the  product  of  his  labor  for  future  use  in 
some  substance  not  at  hand,  he  first  converts  it  into 
currency,  that  it  may  be  ready  for  investment  when 
the  desired  object  is  presented,  and  whilst  thus 
waiting  investment,  it  remains  currency.  To  de- 
termine whether  it  is  currency  or  not,  it  is  immate- 
rial whether  the  substance  be  bank  notes,  bank  de- 
posites,  or  gold;  the  fact  that  the  owner  desires  to 
iuvest  it,  and  can  do  so  when  the  object  of  desire  is 
presented,  constitutes  its  essential  characteristic. — 
Gold  hoarded  is  not  currency,  but  capital  invested 
for  future  use.  So  bank  notes  and  bank  deposites, 
while  the  owner  or  holder  has  no  desire  to  change 
their  character,  or  to  use  them,  are  capital  invested; 
but  the  moment  the  desire  to  invest  arises,  they  be- 
come currency;  hence  money  or  currency  may  be 
extremely  scarce,  whilst  the  apparent  amount  of 
money  has  not  in  any  degree  diminished;  the  desire 
to  invest  having  ceased,  the  currency  is  diminished 
proportionably. 

The  most  objectionable  form  of  currency  is  bank 
deposites.  In  a period  of  confidence,  the  bank 
holding,  and  the  party  owning  them,  are  both  de- 
siiousof  investing  them,  and  currency  is  thereby 
doubled;  while  in  a period  of  doubt  or  panic,  they 
are  ready  at  hand  to  be  invested  in  metal,  the  ob- 
ject then  most  desired.  Bank  notes  must  first  be 
collected  before  they  can  be  invested,  and  then  can 
only  be  once  invested;  they  are,  therefore,  a less 
objectionable  form  of  currency. 

The  currency  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a small  amount  of  metal  in  circulation, 
consists  of  bank  deposites  and  bank  notes,  or  the 
credit  of  banks.  The  amount  in  use  is  variously 
estimated,  but  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  is  an  approximation  to  the  truth,  and 
sufficiently  correct  to  illustrate  our  purpose.  This 
mass  of  credit  has  grown  up  with  the  nation  duiing 
the  last  half  century.  It  adds  nothing  to  the  sub- 
stantial capital  of  the  country;  yet  it  performs  all 
the  functions  of  capital,  and  is  a gain  to  the  nation 
equal  to  the  amount  of  metal  which  would  be  re- 
quired for  its  currency.  Its  liquidation  in  metal  is 
an  impossibility,  and  it  never  was  contemplated  by 
the  parties  who  issued  or  received  it,  nor  can  it 
properly  be  considered  a part  of  the  contract.  It 


will  continue  to  exist  and  perform  its  functions 
while  confidence  remains,  and  will  perish  whenever 
its  character  is  doubted,  or  whenever,  to  any  great 
extent,  its  conversion  into  metal  is  demanded.  An 
active  foreign  demand  for  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cur- 
rency in  metal,  would  at  once  destroy  the  converti- 
bility of  the  whole  mass.  Unlike  metal,  it  will  not 
revert  to  capital,  that  being  a material  substance, 
always  exchangeable;  but  will  utterly  perish,  leav- 
ing the  community  in  want  of  one  of  the  first  ele- 
ments of  wealth — a currency.  By  “legalized  sus- 
pensions,” or  “facilities”  in  various  forms,  misera- 
ble substitutes  may  be  provided;  and  these  substi- 
tutes are  not  matters  of  choice,  depending  upon  the 
will  of  the  banks  or  the  public,  but  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity, essential  to  the  very  existence  of  the  social 
compact;  fora  currency,  good  or  bad,  will  exist. 

To  a nation  like  our  own,  of  limited  capital  and 
ample  room  for  its  employment,  the  benefits  of  a 
currency  of  credit  can  hardly  be  appreciated,  and 
these  advantages  render  it  idle  to  propose  its  aban- 
donment. The  proposal  to  destroy  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  millions  of  the  capital  of  the  na- 
tion, would  be  an  absurdity  perceptible  at  once;  but 
since  credit  performs  all  its  functions,  and  has  done 
so  for  fifty  years,  it  is  only  by  failing  to  see  its  true 
relation  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  that  its 
abandonment  is  advocated  by  those  really  desiring 
the  country’s  welfare. 

Such  is  the  currency  of  the  United  States — a 
meie  mass  of  credit;  the  representative  of  real 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  debtors  of  the  banks 
which  furnish  it,  and  rarely  exceeding  in  amount 
one  half  of  the  properly  upon  which  it  rests — per- 
forming all  the  f unctions  of  capital,  and  scarcely 
less  valuable  than  a like  amount  of  metal,  yet  liable 
to  be  paralyzed  or  destroyed  in  an  hour  by  an  ad- 
verse condition  of  the  foreign  exchanges.  This 
adverse  condition  of  exchanges  may  arise  from  va- 
rious causes.  Excessive  importation  is  the  most 
formidable.  European  wars,  inducing  a disposition 
to  hoard,  or  the  payment  of  armies,  might  bring  this 
calamity  upon  us,  from  the  fact  that  we  proffer  to 
Europe  an  open  market,  to  which  she  will  resort 
whenever  she  wishes  to  be  rid  of  her  surplus,  or 
desires  to  purchase  gold.  From  this  condition  it  is 
impossible  lor  us,  by  any  other  process  than  coun- 
tervailing duties,  to  extricate  ourselves.  If  we 
abandon  the  system,  we  cannot  abandon  the  obliga- 
tions  which  have  grown  up  under  it.  The  indivi- 
dual and  public  debt  will  still  remain.  If  we  de- 
nounce the  banks  and  ruin  their  credit,  they  have 
only  to  suspend  their  own  loans  of  credit,  and  they 
will  still  hold  the  obligations  of  the  public  for  three 
hundred  and  fifty  millions,  the  amount  of  their  ca- 
pitals, to  be  paid  by  a community  without  a curren- 
cy, which  would  sweep  into  the  coffeis  of  the  banks 
the  entire  estate  of  the  nation.  All  industry  would 
be  at  an  end,  and  “save  who  can”  would  be  the 
universal  sentiment  of  society.  Such  a condition 
of  things  cannot  be  contemplated  without  horror. — 
It  must  never  be — but  it  will  occur,  unless,  by  the 
strong  arm  of  law,  we  prevent  the  importations 
which  destroy  our  own  industry,  and  create  a ba- 
lance against  us.  We  have  no  longer  credit  in  Eu- 


rope— a fortunate  event.  Our  state  stocks  are  now 
too  low  in  the  scale  of  depreciation  to  meet  the  dif- 
ference in  exchange;  and  it  is  idle  to  suppose  that 
by  any  other  process  we  can  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  the  circumstances  we  have  described. 

The  European  manufacturer,  secure  of  his  home 
market,  sallies  forth  to  find  an  outlet  for  his  surplus; 
which,  whether  a profitable  one  or  not,  is  compara- 
tively of  little  importance.  If  suffered  to  remain 
at  home,  it  depreciates  the  value  of  his  remaining 
stock  more  than  its  cost.  Into  the  first  open  mar- 
ket it  is  therefore  thrust,  and  exchanged  for  gold, 
if  nothing  better  can  be  found.  All  the  commercial 
world,  except  the  United  States,  have  either  a me- 
tallic or  a depreciated  currency,  or  a tariff  of  pro- 
tection; here  then  all  centre,  to  be  sold  to  the  high- 
est bidder. 

Now  comes  the  crisis  in  our  affairs.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  having  forbidden  to 
the  states  the  creation  of  any  other  legal  currency 
than  gold  or  silver,  and  the  enactment  of  any  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  the  banks 
finding  the  current  of  exchanges  adverse,  contract 
the  currency;  this  produces  pressure,  which  but  ag- 
gravates the  evil — panic  ensues,  confidence  is  lost, 
and  the  whole  fabric  of  the  currency  falls,  involv- 
ing in  one  common  calamity,  banks,  the  public  and 
the  government. 

To  demonstrate  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt, 
that  this  is  the  secret  source  of  the  evils  we  endure, 

let  us  contrast  our  condition  with  that  of  France. 

France  has  a population  of  36  millions;  that  of  the 
United  States  is  18  millions;  we  are  then  as  1 to  2 
of  France  numerically.  In  point  of  capital,  in 
lands,  both  for  extent  and  fertility,  in  buildings, 
animals,  roads,  canals,  rail  roads,  ships,  steamboats, 
minerals,  coal,  iron,  lead,  and  the  leading  constitu- 
ents of  wealth,  we  are  at  least  in  the  same  ratio. 

In  point  of  moral,  intellectual  and  physical  capa- 
bilities, we  shall  not  be  accused  of  ostentation  if  we 
claim  to  be  their  equals  in  the  same  ratio  of  num- 
bers. If  in  the  higher  branches  of  science  and  art 
we  are  below  them,  in  the  mass  of  knowledge  dif- 
fused, and  applicable  to  the  attainment  of  wealth, 
we  are  above  them.  Of  the  precious  metals,  jewels 
and  capital  in  similar  forms,  as  al9o  in  military  ar- 
rangements, France  is  greatly  our  superior;  but 
these,  while  they  are  retained,  add  nothing  to  her 
ability  to  acquire  wealth  or  to  meet  expenditures. 
What  is  then  the  condition  of  France?  What  is 
her  debt?  What  the  amount  of  her  civil  service? — 
What  her  armies  and  navy?  The  debt  of  France  is 
one  thousand  millions  of  dollars;  her  annual  expen- 
diture 200  millions;  her  army,  500,000  men;  her 
navy,  350  ships  and  25,000  men,  with  all  the  muni- 
tions of  war.  Yet.  notwithstanding  all  this  vast 
expenditure  of  means,  France  is  daily  improving 
her  condition,  and  has  improved  it  to  a great  extent 
since  1815,  when  she  was  overrun  by  the  allied  ar- 
mies, her  capital  in  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  and 
her  treasury  exhausted. 

True,  her  population  is  heavily  taxed,  but  much 
that  is  abstracted  from  the  people  in  the  form  of 
taxes,  returns  to  them  in  the  disbursements  of  the 
government;  and  labor,  by  an  increased  activity,  is 


360 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  7,  1841— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


enabled  to  reserve  to  itself  a competency.  What  is 
our  condition  after  25  years  of  peace?  Is  our  army 
250,000  men?  Is  our"  navy  equal  to  halt  that  of 
France?  Is  our  revenue  100  millions  of  dollars?- — 
Although  our  public  debts  are  not  five  hundred  mil- 
Jions — the  proportion  of  our  population  to  that  of 
France — are  our  public  stocks,  though  at  nearly 
double  the  interest  of  those  of  France,  accredited 
even  in  our  own  markets,  or  have  we  an  equivalent 
for  these  expenditures  in  any  other  or  a better  form? 
If  unable  to  employ  250,000  men  as  soldiers,  can 
we  employ  them  in  constructing  canals  and  rail 
roads?  The  contrast  is  painful  in  the  extreme,  and 
will  impress  itself  strongly  upon  us,  if  we  bear  in 
mind  that  our  population  is  half  that  of  France,  and 
in  25  years  will  be  equal.  From  what  cause  does 
this  contrast  arise?  Whence  is  derived  the  pay, 
subsistence,  clothing  and  arms  of  this  half  million 
of  soldiers,  these  naval  munitions,  the  pay  of  her 
civil  service  and  innumerable  police,  the  gorgeous 
displav  ot  her  court  and  nobility?  Could  we,  with 
our  present  policy,  sustain  a tithe  of  such  expendi- 
tures? Where  shall  we  find  the  equivalent  for  this? 
In  our  bankrupt  merchants — our  broken  down  cur- 
rency — our  laborers  asking  in  vain  for  employment; 
our  states  sacrificing  their  bonds  in  market  at  40 
per  cent,  discount  to  construct  a canal  of  a few 
miles  extent;  and  the  “ empire  stale,”  alarmed  at  an 
advance  of  her  credit,  equal  to  two  dollars  a head 
of  her  population,  for  the  construction  of  her  great 
public  works,  whilst  France  spends  six  dollars  per 
head  annually,  and  prospers  by  the  outlay.  Are 
we  less  intelligent,  less  energetic?  Is  it  the  fault 
ofour  political  institutions  that  we  are  thus?  There 
must  be  a radical  difference  in  the  policy  of  the  two 
nations  to  produce  such  differences  in  their  capa- 
bilities. That  difference  is  found  in  their  foreign 
commercial  code;  and  the  answer  to  the  question  is 
found  in  the  statement  of  Dr.  Bowring,  quoted 
above.  “The  principal  object  of  the  French  tariff 
is  to  protect  the  French  manufacturer;  to  exclude 
every  thing  which  competes  with  him  in  the  home 
market;  to  shut  out  every  foreign  article  which  can 
be  produced  at  home.”  This  is  the  only  important 
difference  in  the  policy  of  the  two  nations,  and  it  is 
adequate' to  the  result.  The  industry  of  France  is 
sustained,  and  devoted  to  the  interest  of  France,  and 
the  world  recognizes  her  energies.  Give  to  Ame- 
rican industry  and  talent  its  own  glorious  country 
to  embellish,  freed  from  the  wasting  influence  upon 
her  currency  by  European  policy,  which  proscribes 
many  of  our  staples,  and  burdens  others  with  enor- 
mous duties,  while  they  force  their  surplus  upon  us 
freely  and  without  hindrance,  and  a few  short  years 
would  change  the  scene.  Industry  would  again 
spring  into  life,  our  currency  be  reanimated,  and 
the  nation  be  redeemed  from  worse  than  colonial 
bondage.  [American  Institute  report. 

Great  battle  in  the  Indian  country. — 
Under  this  head  the  St.  Louis  Argus,  of  the  23d, 
contains  the  following  important  and  interesting 
piece  of  intelligence:  “Large  numbers  of  Indians, 

negroes  and  mongrels,  from  Florida  have  been  plac- 
ed upon  the  borders  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  By 
a gentleman  direct  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  we  learn 
that  some  600  negroes  from  Florida,  and  runaways 
from  the  Choctaws  and  Cherokees,  and  from  the 
whites,  united  with  a few  Indians,  and  perhaps  a 
few  white  men,  have  been  gradually  associated  in 
the  festnesses  west  of  Arkansas.  Not  long  since 
they  march  high  up  Red  river  and  camped  for  the 
purpose  of  hunting  buffalo.  They  built  a very  to- 
lerable fort  with  logs,  surmounted  with  a ditch,  to 
protect  themselves  against  all  dangers!  They  caught 
but  few  buffalo,  and  therefore  to  supply  their  wants, 
invaded  the  possessions  of  the  Choctaws  and  carried 
off  cattle,  poultry,  grain,  &c.  The  Choctaws  fol- 
lowed, but  finding  their  numbers  and  fortifications 
an  overmatch,  the  retired  and  sent  to  Fort  Gibson 
for  the  U.  States  dragoons.  Capt.  More  of  company 
D.  wa3  sent  to  capture  them  with  three  companies 
of  dragoons,  but  after  arriving  upon  the  Red  river, 
he  found  their  entrenchments  too  strong,  and  their 
number  too  great  to  venture  an  attack.  He  accord- 
ingly sent  to  Fort  Towson  and  was  reinforced  with 
a fine  company  of  infantry  and  a couple  of  pieces 
of  cannon. 

“The  cannon  were  shortly  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  works  and  soon  made  the  splinters  fly  and  the 
log  move  so  queerly,  that  the  refugees,  at  a signal 
rushed  outside  of  their  fortifications  and  began  to 
form  upon  the  prairie  in  front  of  their  works.  Ere 
they  fully  succeeded  in  doing  so  captain  Moore  and 
his  gallant  dragoons  charged  upon  them  at  full  gal- 
lop. The  carnage  that  ensued  is  represented  as 
terrific — the  dragoons  routed  them  in  all  directions, 
and,  after  putting  large  numbers  to  the  sword,  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  the  whole  body!  The  conduct 
of  the  dragoons  is  represented  as  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation as  regards  both  skill  and  bravery.  The 


bravery  and  numbers  of  the  refugees  availed  abso- 
lutely nothing  against  the  irresistible  charge  of  the 
mounted  dragoons. 

“This  decisive  blow  will  give  security  to  that  ex- 
posed portion  of  our  frontier  and  convince  the  re- 
fugee negroes  and  Indians  that  our  dragoons  may 
not  be  trifled  with.  The  loss  of  the  dragoons  was 
unknown  to  our  informant — he  said  an  express 
brought  the  news  to  the  fort.” 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  States  frigate  Macedonian,  commodore 
Jesse  Wilkinson,  and  sloop-of-war  Warren,  com- 
mander Wm.  Jameson,  arrived  at  Boston  on  Wed- 
nesday morning  from  Pensacola,  having  left  that 
port  on  the  9th  instant,  and  anchored  off  the  navy 
yard.  “The  Journal  says:  “The  Macedonian  looks 
as  if  she  had  met  with  distressing  times,  and  her 
general  external  appearance,  with  her  “stump” 
main  topgallant  mast,  although  decorated  with  a 
broad  pennant,  and  her  tapering  fore  and  mizen- 
royal  masts,  is  more  like  an  old  English  transport 
than  a crack  American  frigate.  Boston  harbor  now 
presents  a warlike  aspect.  There  are  at  anchor  in 
the  stream  two  eighty  gun  3hips,  a frigate  a sloop- 
of-war  and  a government  schooner.  On  Tuesday 
commodore  Hull  hauled  down  his  pennant  on  board 
the  Ohio,  and  the  ship  is  to  be  immediately  taken 
into  the  navy  yard,  and  those  of  the  crew  whose 
term  of  service  has  expired,  will  be  paid  off.  If  the 
Macedonian  had  arrived  on  Tuesday,  the  novel 
spectacle  would  have  been  presented  of  three  broad 
pennants,  (the  blue,  the  red  and  the  white),  in  the 
same  squadron  of  ships,  viz:  the  pennant  of  com. 
Hull,  on  board  the  Ohio;  of  com.  Downs  on  board 
the  Columbus,  and  of  com.  Wilkinson,  on  board  the 
Macedonian.  We  believe  that  a case  has  never  oc- 
curred in  our  navy  where  three  commodores,  com- 
manding squadrons,  have  hoisted  their  pennants  in 
the  same  port  at  the  same  time.” 

Implements  of  w«.  In  the  National  Register 
of  October  last,  volume  59,  page  137,  we  inserted 
extracts  from  English  papers  relative  to  some  won- 
derful power  stated  to  have  been  discovered  by  a 
Mr.  Warner,  and  the  effects  of  which  was  by  him 
exhibited  to  sundries  high  officers  and  scientific  per- 
sons in  the  confidence  of  the  British  government, 
who  the  accounts  stated  were  perfectly  astonished 
at  the  result.  Whether  this  discovery  has  relation 
to  some  new  and  more  distructive  consentration  or 
developemenl  of  the  properties  of  gunpowder  or  of 
its  application  to  projectiles — or  wheatherit  be  some 
new  combination  that  is  destined  to  astonish  man- 
kind and  revolutionize  the  whole  system  of  war  as 
was  the  consequence  which  followed  the  discovery  of 
gunpowder,  we  have  scrutenized  all  the  publications 
that  have  yet  come  to  our  hands  upon  the  subject 
without  being  able  to  detect.  That  something  of 
vast  magnitude  is  involved  in  the  discovery,  would 
seem  to  be  clearly  indicated  by  what  recently  passed 
in  the  British  parliament  when  ministers  were  called 
upon  for  information  relative  thereto. 

“House  of  commons,  June  16 th,  1841.  Mr. 
Warner's  invention.  Mr.  Wakley  said  that,  see- 
ing the  noble  lord  the  member  for  south  Staf- 
fordshire in  his  place,  he  wished  to  put  the  ques- 
tion to  him  of  which  he  had  given  notice;  and,  in 
order  that  the  house  might  understand  the  case,  he 
hoped  they  would  extend  to  him  their  indulgence 
for  a few  moments.  In  August,  1840,  an  editorial 
notice  appeared  in  the  Times  newspaper,  stating 
that  a discovery  had  been  made  of  great  conse- 
quence, and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  certain  gentle- 
men, was  calculated  to  affect,  in  no  ordinary  degree, 
all  future  warfare  on  the  face  of  the  civilized  globe. 
It  was  represented  to  be  the  discovery  of  a power  of 
such  vast  magnitude,  that  the  writer  could  scarcely 
at  first  believe  such  a thing  in  existence;  but  he  chal- 
lenged inquiry,  and  in  the  article  alluded  to  gave  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place 
in  relation  to  the  subject  before  his  majesty  William 
IV  and  the  lords  of  the  admiralty.  It  appeared  that 
subsequent  investigations  were  made  into  the  nature 
of  the  discovery,  and  that  the  circumstances  were 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  prime  minis- 
ter, lord  Melbourne,  who  referred  the  case  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  and  requested  that  an  inquiry 
might  be  instituted.  The  notice  which  appeared  in 


the  Times  in  August  was  followed  by  f^rce  others 
in  September,  from  which  time  the  matter  seemed 
to  have  rested  till  February,  1841.  During  that 
month  another  notice  appeared  in  the  Times,  and 
an  account  was  given  of  an  experiment  said  to  have 
been  performed  on  a sheet  of  water  on  the  property 
of  Mr.  Boyd,  in  Essex.  He  would  read  the  first  of 
the  article  alluded  to.  It  stated  -that  an  experiment 
was  tried,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  of  one  of  the  in- 
ventions to  which  we  alluded  last  autumn,  which  a 
friend  on  whom  we  have  reliance  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  witnessing.  The  trial  took  place  on  the 
ground  of  Mr.  Boyd,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  a few 
miles  from  town,  in  the  presence  of  sir  Robert  Peel, 
sir  George  Murray,  sir  Henry  Hardinge,  sir  F.  Bur- 
den, lord  Ingestrc,  colonel  Gurwood,  captain  Britten, 
captain  Webster,  and  some  other  gentlemen.’ 

The  report  went  on  to  state  that  a boat,  weighing 
two  and  a half  tons,  and  filled  with  five  and  half 
tons  of  solid  timber,  crossed  and  clamped  togeth  r 
with  iron  spikes,  was  set  in  motion;  and  on  a signal 
from  the  inventor  was,  to  use  the  words  of  the  re- 
porter, ‘instantaneously  Bettered  into  a thousand 
fragments.’  The  report  further  states  that  the  ar- 
rangements had  all  been  under  the  inspection  of 
captain  Britten,  and  that  Mr.  Warner,  the  inventor, 
never  went  near  the  workmen  employed.  He  had 
stated  what  he  believed  to  be  the  marrow  of  the 
question.  It  was  a discovery  of  such  vast  impor- 
tance to  the  maritime  power  of  this  country,  and  as 
regarded  the  interests  of  humanity,  that  he  thought 
both  the  house  and  the  country  had  a right  to  be 
informed  on  the  subject.  If  such  a power  really  ex- 
isted, and  could  be  used,  he  might  almost  say  war 
would  be  at  an  end,  for  no  one  would  expose  them- 
selves to  the  certainly  of  being  destroyed.  The  no- 
ble lord  having  witnessed  the  experiment  he  (Mr. 
Wakley)  wished  to  know  whether  the  account 
given  of  it  in  the  Times,  and  repeated  by  Mr. 
Walesby,  a gentleman  of  undoubted  voracity,  was 
to  be  considered  as  true  and  entitled  to  public  cre- 
dence? 

Lord  Ingestre  said,  in  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Finsbury,  he  would  state 
shortly  to  the  house  his  opinion  of  the  experiment 
alluded  to.  He  regretted  very  much  that  the  sub- 
ject had  been  noticed  either  in  a newspaper,  in  a 
pamphlet,  or  in  that  house,  because  he  considered 
that  a discovery  of  such  vast  importance  ought  to 
be  kept  as  secret  as  possible.  He  had  known  of  the 
invention  for  upwards  a twelvemonth,  and  his  atten- 
tion was  first  accidentally  called  to  it  by  a paragraph 
in  a newspaper.  At  first  it  struck  him  that  there 
was  something  behind  the  announcement  of  the  dis- 
covery, that  more  was  meant  by  it  than  met  the  eye; 
but  he  could  now  state,  from  what  he  had  witnessed, 
that  he  was  convinced  that  the  discovery  was  one  of 
the  greatest  importance.  He  would  have  hesitated, 
perhaps,  to  have  stated  this,  had  it  merely  been  his 
own  opinion;  but  when  such  distinguished  officers 
as  admirals  King  and  Hardy — now  no  more — had 
left  their  opinions  of  the  discovery  recorded  on  pa- 
per, he  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  his  opinion  to 
the  house. 

He  had  lurther  to  state,  that  at  his  solicitation  sir 
G.  Murray  had  gone  to  witness  the  second  experi- 
ment, and  that  he  was  particularly  struck,  as,  indeed 
every  body  must  be,  with  the  immense  power  con- 
tained in  so  small  a compass.  That  gallant  officer 
had  since  had  communication  with  the.  inventor,  and 
had  informed  him  (lord  Ingestre)  that  he  had  been 
with  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  had  received 
the  assurance  of  lord  Melbourne  that  an  inquiry 
would  be  instituted  into  the  merits  of  the  discovery. 
The  inventor  had  been  now  for  ten  years  endeavor- 
ing to  impress  the  government  of  this  country  with 
the  importance  of  his  invention,  and  during  that 
period  he  had  struggled  with  the  severest  difficulties 
rather  than  accept  the  tempting  offers  of  foreign 
governments,  being  determined  that  so  powerful  an 
engine  should  not  bo  lost  to  his  own  country.  He 
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had  frequently  urged  these  considerations  on  the 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  also  that  it  could  easi- 
ly be  ascertained  whether  or  not  the  instrument  was 
worth  having.  It  was  cruel  to  the  individual  and 
unjust  to  the  country  that  the  matter  had  not  long 
since  been  decided  on. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  having  been  a witness  to  the 
experiments,  would  say  that  he  had  never  seen  any- 
thing mure  astonishing,  nor  had  he  ever  conceived 
that  anything  so  small  and  trifling,  in  comparison 
to  its  effects,  could  aver  have  been  invented.  An 
immense  fabric  of  wood-work,  strongly  clamped  to- 
gether with  iron,  at  the  distance  of  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  scattered  into  fragments.  Foreign 
governments  were  anxious  to  secure  this  invention, 
which  so  far  exceeded  all  others  for  the  same  pur- 
pose; but  he  hoped  one  effect  of  this  discussion 
would  be  to  secure  it  for  this  country. 

Mr.  Brotherton  was  quite  willing  to  give  encour- 
agement to  all  persons  who  invented  engines  for  in- 
creasing the  industry  or  augmenting  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  but  he  must  protest  against  any  en- 
couragement being  held  out  to  the  invention  of 
engines  which  he  considered  to  be  injurious  to  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  society.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  invention  of  these  machines  would  put  an  end 
to  war  [‘hear,’  and  cheers,]  but  he  doubted  that. — 
War  was  a remnant  of  barbarism,  and  ought  to  be 
discouraged  by  a civilized  state  in  all  possible  ways. 

The  subject  then  dropped,  and  the  house  adjourn- 
ed at  six  o’clock.” 

In  noticeing  the  above  debate,  the  New  York 
Courier  starts  a question  wheathei  Walker,  is  the 
inventor,  or  wheather  Robert  L.  Stevens,  one  of 
our  own  countrymen,  and  who  is  now  in  England, 
is  not  the  real  author  of  the  discovery. 

The  Courier  states  that  “during  the  last  war,  Mr. 
Stevens  constructed  a shot,  which,  on  experiment, 
proved  fully  as  powerful  and  destructive  as  that  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons. It  was  offered  for  sale  to  government,  who 
appointed  a commission  consisting  of  commodores 
Rooers,  Chacncey,  and  we  believe  Morris,  of  our 
navy,  io  report  upon  its  merits.  Under  their  super- 
intendence, a structure  was  raised  on  governor’s 
Island  of  solid  timber,  some  fifteen  feet  square,  and 
clamped  together  with  iron  spikes,  which  the  inven- 
tor in  question  on  the  first  discharge  ‘instantaneous- 
ly scattered  into  a thousand  fragments.*  Upon  this, 
the  government  paid  Mr.  Stevens  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  for  his  discovery,  but  peace  follow- 
ing almost  immediately  afterwards,  no  opportunity 
offered  for  testing  it  by  actual  practise.  A number 
of  the  shot  were  however  made  by  Mr.  Stevens 
and  delivered  to  government.  These  have  been  lay- 
ing about  in  our  navy  yards  and  arsenals,  and  it  is 
very  likely  that  from  some  of  them  the  Englishman 
obtained  the  secret  which  he  now  offers  to  the 
British  government.  Had  the  U.  S.  ship  President 
been  detained  a little  longer  before  she  sailed  at  the 
close  of  the  last  war,  she  would  probably  not  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  British  squadron  which 
captured  her,  as  Mr.  Stevens  was  on  his  way  to 
board  her,  with  some  of  his  shot,  and  only  arrived 
half  an  hour  too  late.’’ 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Large  meeting  in  the  Park  to  remonstrate  against  the 
passage  of  a national  bank  law. 

A very  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  all  classes 
of  the  citizens  ofN.  York,  was  held  in  front  ofthe  city 
hall,  last  night,  to  remonstrate  against  the  assump- 
tion of  power  by  congress,  to  create  a national  bank. 

There  must  have  been  between  2,000  and  3,000 
persons  present,  although  the  call  was  not  signed  by 
any  one;  and  the  meeting  was  only  considered  pre- 
liminary to  a much  larger  one,  that  will  be  called  in 
a few  days  by  the  old  and  young  men’s  committees. 
We  observed  among  the  crowd  a great  number  of 
influential  men,  who  have  usually  acted  in  concert 
with  the  whig  party  on  all  political  subjects,  and 
several  ex-whig  aldermen,  &c.  &c. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Gerardus  Boyce,  a wealthy  silversmith,  to 
the  chair;  and  Mr.  Hunt  as  secretary. 


Mr.  F.  C.  Treadwell,  the  author  of  the  “letter  to 
Daniel  Webster,”  read  a long  and  very  calm  and 
able  written  remonstrance  against  the  proposed  bank 
law,  from  which  we  can  only  find  room  for  the  fol- 
lowing passages: 

The  advocates  of  the  power  of  congress  “to  grant 
charters  of  incorporation,’’ have  long  since  retired 
from  the  field  of  argument.  A few  bold  assertions 
upon  the  authority  of  two  of  the  writers  of  the  Fede- 
ralist, of  Hamilton  and  Jay,  for  Madisor,  was  against 
them,  and  a determination  to  establish  a bank  at  all 
hazards,  in  bold  defiance  of  the  constitution,  and  of 
the  voice  of  the  people  through  their  trumpet,  the 
ballot  boxes,  is  all  that  is  now  heard  of  this  once 
vaunted  power  to  charter  banks.  If  the  advocates 
of  this  power  betray  an  utter  want  of  confidence  in 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
they  exhibit  no  small  degree  of  instinctive  prudence 
in  the  management  of  it.  The  opinions  of  Hamil- 
ton, once  so  potent,  so  conclusive  with  the  train- 
bands  of  his  admirers,  have  entirely  lost  their  charm, 
and  are  seldom  quoted  lor  any  other  purpose  than  to 
show  how  easily  they  may  be  refuted.  For  in- 
stance, he  maintained  that  congress  might  charter  a 
bank  as  a consideration  for,  or  the  condition  of,  a 
loan  of  money,  provided  the  lenders  should  demand 
such  a consideration  or  condition,  in  order  to  put 
them  into  credit.  They  themselves  have  little  or  no 
money  lo  lend,  and  this  bank  charter  is  indispensa- 
ble to  give  them  credit;  to  give  the  “bills  of  credit” 
which  it  allows  them  to  emit,  sufficient  circulation 
to  draw  in  and  absorb  the  means  of  those  who  have 
money,  and  thereby  enable  those  who  have  none,  to 
become  the  bankers  of  the  government!!  The  ab- 
surdity of  borrowing  money  of  men  who  have  no 
money;  of  legislating  into  credit  by  a special  act 
which  congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  pass, 
a knot  of  broken  down  political  gamblers,  bank- 
rupts, stock  jobbers  and  trade-fallen  bankers,  who 
hang  around  the  lobbies  of  the  government  and  the 
skirts  ofthe  treasury,  has  no  parallel  but  in  the  po- 
litical and  financial  circles  of  the  Hamilton  school. 

When  congress  borrow  money  they  must  borrow 
it  as  the  constitution  prescribes,  on  the  credit  of  the 
U.  S.  or  not  borrow  it  at  all:  they  cannot  borrow 
credit  nor  lend  credit;  they  cannot  borrow  money  on 
conditions  which  the  constitution  does  not  authorise 
them  to  make.  The  bankers  having  obtained  cor- 
porate conditions,  may  demand  others.  They  may 
say  their  charters  is  not  safe  from  repeal. 

* « * • * • 

Wheielore,  this  meeting  .earnestly  remonstrate 
against  the  assumption  of  the  power  by  congress  “to 
grant  charters  of  incorporation,”  either  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a national  bank  or  any  other  body  corporate; 
such  powers  being  among  those  "not  delegated,  to  the 
U.  Stales .” 

After  this  was  read,  and  responded  to  by  loud, 
long  and  continued  cheering,  the  remonstrance  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  John 
H.  Hunt  and  adopted  by  acclamation: 

Whereas,  the  president  of  the  (J.  S.  in  his  recent 
message  to  congress,  has  declared  that  in  vetoing  the 
renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  late  U.  S.  bank,  presi- 
dent Jackson  was  “fully  sustained  in  the  course  he 
had  taken  by  the  popular  voice;”  and  has  futher  ad- 
mitted that  in  the  election  of  his  successor,  and  in 
other  subsequent  elections,  the  chartering  of  any  si- 
miliar  institution  was  disapproved  by  the  people. 

And,  whereas,  the  president  declares  that  he  has 
no  means  of  determining  what  is  now  the  judgment 
of  his  constituents  upon  matters  of  finance,  but  by 
appealing  to  their  more  immediate  representatives. 

And,  whereas,  the  prominent  measures  now  be- 
fore congress,  namely,  the  creation  of  a national 
bank,  or  corporate  “fiscal  agent,”  and  its  adjuncts, 
the  “loan  bill”  and  the  “distribution  bill,”  (the  one 
to  borrow  money  for  the  U.  S.  treasury,  the  other  to 
give  public  money  away)!  appear  to  have  been 
brought  before  congress  through  the  influence  of  fo- 
reign bankers  and  stock-jobbers,  their  agents,  con- 
federates and  counsellors;  for  they  were  not  made 
test  questions,  and  were  not  publicly  avowed  by  any 
party  at  the  late  elections,  when  the  present  advo- 
cates of  these  measures  studiously  concealed  their 
designs,  if  such  designs  they  then  entertained. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  all-important  that  a govern- 
ment founded  on  the  popular  will,  and  directly  ame- 
nable thereto,  should  frequently  receive  from  their 
own  lips  the  sentiments  and  instructions  of  the  peo- 
ple: Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  constitutional 
power  to  charter  a national  bank,  or  any  other  mo- 
neyed or  trading  corporation,  under  the  name  of  a 
“fiscal  agent,”  or  any- other  name  or  disguise  what- 
ever. 

Resolved,  That  a national  debt  is  a national  curse, 
which,  if  submitted  to  as  a scourge  in  time  of  war, 
ought  never  to  be  contracted  in  time  of  peace. 


Resolved,  That  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  or  any  ottier  branch  of  the  national 
revenue  among  the  several  states,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  price  and  stimulating  the  demand  for 
state  bonds,  would  be  a virtual  assumption  of  such 
bonds,  and  a palpable  violation  of  the  federal  consti- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government 
of  the  U.  States  by  a wise  and  prudent  forecast,  so  to 
husband  its  resources  in  times  of  peace  as  to  make 
the  most  effectual  preparation  for  war;  and  that 
when,  as  is  now  the  case,  our  country  is  menaced  on 
every  side,  from  the  Atlantic,  from  the  Pacific,  from 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Niagara;  when  on  the 
ocean  our  flag  is  insulted,  and  our  ships  searched 
and  captured  by  British  cruisers,  and  the  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  our  frontier  villages  are  assassinated 
in  their  beds,  or  murdered  while  flying  unarmed 
from  midnight  assailants;  when  we  see  these  hostile 
acts  publicly  justified  by  the  British  government- 
and  when  the  bankers  of  this  collossal  power,  to 
whom  we  owe  nothing,  have  their  agents  in  the 
lobbies  of  the  capitol,  clamoring  for  our  money  and 
our  lands,  we  should  be  recreant  to  our  duty re- 

creant to  the  memory  of  our  “rebel”  fathers,  if  we 
did  not  call  on  our  government  in  all  its  branches,  to 
keep  in  its  own  hands  all  the  means  it  possesses, 
and  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  resist  such  a 
course  of  oppression. 

Resolved,  That  the  assumption  put  forth  by  cer- 
tain office  holders  of  the  legislative  class,  that  they 
can  take  from  the  people  the  right  to  repeal  odious 
laws  of  their  making  for  20,  50,  or  any  other  num- 
ber of  years,  is  an  atrocious  insult  to  those  from 
whom  they  derived  their  pay  and  their  powers;  and 
we  here  solemnly  declare,  that  should  congress  and 
the  president  sanction  the  odious  measures  now 
sought  to  be  fastened  upon  the  country — measures 
which  no  party  had  the  boldness  to  publicly  avow  at 
the  late  election — we  will  vote  for  no  representative 
who  is  not  unequivocally  pledged  to  effect  their  re- 
peal. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  approves  of  the  ap- 
peal made  by  the  president  in  his  late  message,  to 
the  people  of  the  U.  States  through  their  immediate 
representatives,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their 
judgment  on  questions  of  finance;  and  our  delegates 
are  hereby  instructed  to  call  on  him  with  a copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  to  solicit  his  es- 
pecial attention  thereto;  giving  such  explanations  of 
the  views  ofthe  people  as  he  may  request  or  desire. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  meet  in  their  primary  assemblies, 
and  respond  to  the  appeal  ol  the  president  by  givin«- 
a full  expression  of  their  views  upon  the  important 
measures  proposed  for  the  action  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. 

After  which  alderman  Purdy  offered  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  carried  amid  the  most  enthusiastic 
applause: 

Resolved,  That  should  congress  pass  an  act  for  the 
creation  of  any  national  bank,  we,  the  people  here 
assembled,  pledge  ourselves  one  to  the  other,  to 
cease  not  in  our  exertions  until  its  charter  is  repeal- 
ed. Let  then  our  rallying  cry  be,  repeal!  repeal!! 
repeal!!!  and  we  earnestly  call  upon  the  whole  de- 
mocracy of  our  beloved  country  to  come  to  the  res- 
cue, and  preserve,  sustain  and  defend  the  constitu- 
tion from  the  assaidts  of  its  violators. 

The  first  speaker  was  a venerable  looking  old 
gentleman — he  denounced  the  course  of  Henry  Clay 
as  selfish,  and  destructive  to  the  welfare  of  all  the 
industrious  classes— said  that  his  conduct  was  mean 
in  the  extreme— that  he  was  acting  thus  from  dis- 
appointed ambition — that  he  was  not  only  legislat- 
ing to  put  money  in  his  own  pocket,  but  with  the 
everlasting  endeavor  to  displace  John  Tyler  at  the 
end  of  three  years,  and  seat  himself  in  the  presiden- 
ta!  chair.  (This  sally  was  received  with  great 
cheering.)  He  trusted  in  God,  however,  that  John 
lyler  would  remember  that  he  wa3  president  of  the 
whole  people,  and  not  merely  of  the  miserable, 
broken  down,  disappointed  faction,  at  whose  head 
Henry  Clay  placed  himself.  (Cheering.)  He  hoped 
that  John  Tyler  would  listen  to  the  respectful  re- 
monstrance of  30,000  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  New 
York,  and  veto  the  bank  bill,  if  it  passed  both 
houses.  (Uproarious  cheering.)  And,  if  he  did, 
he,  for  one,  whig,  though  he  believed  him  to  be, 
would  vote  for  him  for  the  next  president  ol  the  U. 
States.  (Lout!  and  continued  cheering.)  If  John 
Tyler  stood  by  the  people  without  respect  to  (tarty, 
the  people  would  stand  by  him.  (Cheers  on  cheers, 
and  some  dissenting.)  And  he  would  be  elected 
president  by  the  most  tremendous  majority  ever 
given  in  this  country.  (Loud  cheering). 

Major  Davezac  was'called  for  loudly,  and  came 
forward,  though  in  feeble  health.  He  said,  the  peo- 
ple generally,  without  respect  to  party,  ail  over  the 
state  of  New  York,  had  determined  peaceably  and 
legally  to  free  themselves  from  the  burden  ol  Clay’s 
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bank  bill,  if  it  passed.  The  great  word  “repeal” 
would  ring  through  the  south,  as  he  well  knew';  and 
through  the  north  and  west  the  crv  of  “repeal,”  “re- 
peal,” would  rise,  till  it  overwhelmed  the  advocates 
of  the  bank  bill.  Mr.  Clay  might  throw  himself  in 
the  breach,  but  he  would  be  overwhelmed,  and  as  a 
political  man  he  never  could  rise  again  afterwards. 
If  his  nefarious  bill  should  pass  both  houses,  I be- 
lieve there  is  moral  courage  enough  left  in  John 
Tyler  to  veto  it,  although  Mr.  Clay  stands  ready  to 
bully  him  out  of  his  resolution,  if  possible.  If  Mr. 
Clay  succeeds  in  compelling  the  president  to  sign 
it,  I hope  the  people  will  virtually  repeal  it  at  once. 
If  its  capital  should  be  taken  up,  (and  God  only 
know's  who  will  be  got  to  take  the  stock)  and  the 
notes  are  issued,  let  notone  of  you  keep  one  of  their 
notes  in  your  pockets  for  three  hours;  but  take  it  to 
the  branches  which  are  to  be  thrust  on  the  states 
against  our  consent,  and  ask  the  bank  officers  to 
give  you  money  for  the  bills.  (Tremendous  cheer- 
ing, and  cries  ot  “we  will — we  will — by  heavens 
we  will!”)  They  can’t  delegate,  legally,  those 
powers  to  corporations  which  Mr.  Clay  proposes  to 
delegate.  They  might  as  soon  delegate  the  power 
to  command  the  army  and  navy  to  a corporation;  and 
John  Tyler  has  too  much  sense  not  to  be  aware  of 
this  tact.  (Cheers). 

Mr.  Clay  commits  the  most  ridiculous  blunders  in 
matters  of  finance  that  ever  were  heard  of.  A school 
boy  would  be  ashamed  of  some  of  his  statements; 
they  are  unworthy  of  an  answer.  He  would  not 
pay  the  directors — oh,  no!  but  he  could  give  them  a 
little  butter  to  their  bread.  (Laughter.)  He  would 
let  each  have  $10,000;  there  are  to  be  200  directors; 
and  of  the  200  not  one  would  ever  pay  back  a cent 
of  the  loan.  (Tremendous  cheering) . 

You  have  been  taunted  as  agrarians,  and  wanting 
to  take  property  from  the  rich;  this  is  false.  All 
you  want  is  for  the  rich  not  to  put  their  hands  in 
your  pockets  and  take  away  your  hard  earnings, 
which  they  are  trying  to  do  by  Clay’s  odious  bank 
bill.  All  the  bank  projects  are  bad  enough,  but 
Clay’s  is  the  most  odious  and  ridiculous  of  the  whole 
lot.  (Tremendous  cheering). 

I heard  the  bank  men  outside  the  crowd  say  this 
meeting  would  be  a failure.  (Laughter).  A fai- 
lure! Why,  this  is  a spontaneous  meeting — called 
together  by  no  party — by  no  names  or  signatures — 
and  here  are  nearly  three  thousand  persons!  and 
they  call  this  a failure.  (Cheers  and  roars  of  laugh- 
ter). But  we  can  fill  this  park,  il  we  please, 
(cheers) — and  we  will.  (Loud  cheers).  Weshall 
have  all  the  democracy  here  and  the  honest  whigs; 
(tremendous  cheering) — the  Tyler  whigs  (cheers); 
lor  already  the  whigs  of  the  city  are  divided  into 
two  bodies — the  Tyler  whigs  and  the  Clay  whigs, 
(loud  cheers),  and  the  desertions  from  the  Clay 
ranks  are  getting  more  numerous  every  day — (loud 
cheers).  He  soon  will  not  have  a corporal’s  guard 
left.  (Cheers  and  laughter).  “My  black  boy, 
Charles,”  will  soon  constitute  the  whole  of  his  rank 
and  file.  (Cheers  and  roars  of  laughter).  For  it 
is  very  evident  that,  as  two  suns  cannot  shine  in 
one  hemisphere,  so  John  Tyler  and  Henry  Clay  can- 
not both  rule  this  great  nation.  (Cheers).  With 
Mr.  Clay  it  is,  aut  Caesar,  aut  nullus!  He  must  play- 
first  fiddle,  or  he  will  play  no  fiddle  at  all.  (Laugh- 
ter). And  if  he  plays,  he  wants  the  people  to  “pay 
the  piper.”  (Cheers). 

But  we  will  have  a meeting  here,  when  the  old 
flag  waves  from  the  hall,  that  shall  astonish  the 
stockjobbers.  The  people  who  are  the  columns  of 
the  commonwealth,  will  come  up  in  a living  stream 
of  majesty,  as  the  lion  from  the  swelling  of  Jordan. 
The  stockjobbers,  the  speculators,  the  lobby  mem- 
bers— they  are  the  vermin  of  the  body  politic. 
(Cheers >.  I have  connexions  nuineious  among  the 
rich;  they  tell  me  not  to  talk  thus,  for  fear  those 
men  might  hate  me.  My  fellow  citizens,  their  love 
might  do  me  harm — but  their  hatred  would  be  a 
blessing  on  my  grey  head.  (Tremendous  cheer- 
ing). They  know  I love  Andrew  Jackson.  I do 
so — I fought  by  his  side  at  New  Orleans.  I love 
him  for  lus  conduct  there — I love  him  because  he 
vetoed  the  bank  bill.  (Tremendous  cheering). 
And  if  John  Tyler  has  the  courage — and  I believe 
he  has — to  veto  Clay’s  bill,  the  blessing  of  the  na- 
tion, of  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  man,  woman 
and  child,  will  ring  round  his  heart  and  home,  his 
head  and  his  hearth-stone,  till  the  latest  hour  of 
his  life.  [The  enthusiastic  cheering  that  followed 
this  burst,  was  truly  terrific  and  deafening  for  some 
minutes] . 

It  he  does  not,  the  cry  of  “repeal”  will  ring  from 
one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other.  The  great  peo- 
ple are  ready — the  calm  north — the  chivalrous  south, 
the  adventurous  west — and  the  enterprising  east! — 
all — all!  are  ready  to  repeal  (Clay’s  odious,  nefa- 
rious bank  bill  if  it  passes.  [Cheers].  The  good 
sword  of  the  people  will  cut  the  Gordian  knot  asun- 
der! peaceably  always  peaceably! — [Cheers].  Not 


as  our  antagonist  said  before  the  election,  “for- 
cibly if  we  must!”  No!  no!  Never  forciby,  my 
friends!  [Cheers]. 

Mr.  Clay  seems  determined  to  be  the  great  I AM. 
He  distributes  the  public  lands — he  creates  a bank, 
he  says  it  shall  pass — he  creates  a loan — he  calls  all 
a contract!  Yes  such  a contract  as  the  lion  made. 
The  lion  divided  a quantity  of  plunder  in  three 
shares — he  took  one  share  because  of  the  power  of 
his  name — lion!  [Mr.  Clay  is  the  lion  of  the  west — 
he  takes  one  share  for  that] . Well,  the  lion  claimed 
the  second  share,  because  he  was  the  strongest  and 
smartest  beast  in  the  place,  and  boasted  of  more 
power  than  the  rest.  [So  with  Air.  Clay  in  the 
senate],  “And,  then,”  said  the  lion,  “there  is  one 
share  left,  to  be  sure:  I don’t  exactly  insist  that  it  is 
mine;  but  let  me  see  the  beast  that  dares  to  touch  it, 
and  I’ll  tear  him  to  pieces.”  [Cheers].  And  so  it 
is  with  Mr.  Clay  and  his  contracts.  He  is  the  lion, 
and  claims  the  lion’s  share.  [Loud  cheers  and 
laughter]. 

And  now,  my  friends,  I leave  you.  And  now  I 
call  on  you,  solemnly  in  this  noble  Park,  here  be- 
neath the  broad,  bright  canopy  of  Heaven,  in  the 
face  of  yon  sun,  which,  setting  in  his  golden  radi- 
ance seems  to  smile  upon  our  meeting  to  give  three 
cheers — three  heartfelt  cheers — that  the  Almighty 
God  may  hear  and  respond  to  you  that  the  all-wise 
Ruler  over  all  may  bless  John  Tyler,  as  he  did  the 
good  old  hero  of  New  Orleans  and  give  him  moral 
firmness  to  veto  the  bank  bill.  [Tremendous  cheer- 
ing, which  lasted  some  minutes]. 

Mr.  Dye  here  rose.  He  denounced  Henry  Clay 
and  those  who  voted  for  his  measures  as  traitors  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  [Cheers].  If  the 
bank  bill  passes,  they  say  it  must  be  like  the  laws 
of  the  Medes  and  Persians.  So  it  may  be  till  we 
repeal  it.  [Cheers],  I will  second  the  efforts  of 
the  president,  if  he  vetoes  the  bank  bill.  [Cheers]. 
I have  always  been  ademocrat — always  voted  with 
my  party — but  if  John  Tyler  stands  by  the  people 
of  Isreal  and  leads  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  out  of  the  house  of  bondage,  so  help  us  God,  I 
will  vote  for  him  for  the  next  president,  party  or  no 
party.  If  he  does  this,  he  will  be  blessed  in  his  house 
and  home — his  store  and  basket.  If  he  does  not, 
curses,  reproaches  will  follow  Jonn  Tyler  to  his 
grave.  [Tremendous  cheering]. 

Look  at  Henry  Clay  and  his  black  boy  Charles, 
one  regulating  the  senate,  and  the  other  drilling  the 
house,  in  the  insane  endeavor  to  make  them  as  plas- 
tic as  potter’s  clay,  [cheers  and  laughter],  and  regu- 
lating the  McLeod  case  between  the  acts,  and  telling 
our  state’s  judges  what  they  must  and  must  nol  do. 
Still  these  judges  at  last  have  said — “tell  Great  Bri- 
tain that  she  has  not  control  over  the  free  soil  of  the 
Empire  state!  [cheers] — that  there  is  at  least  one 
nation  left  upon  earth  that  does  not  court  her  favor 
or  fear  her  Irown.”  [Loud  cheers]. 

Fellow  citizens:  I rose  not  to  make  a speech — 1 
will  conclude  by  fervently  hoping  that  John  Tyler 
may  be  found  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  clay. 
[Cheers  and  laughter]. 

Several  other  gentlemen  addressed  the  meeting, 
which  adjourned  about  9 o’clock. 

THE  GREAT  MEETING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

According  to  previous  announcement,  the  whigs 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  assembled  in  canal  street 
to  express  their  deliberate  opinions  in  tavor  of  a na- 
tional bank  with  power  to  establish  branches  wher- 
ever they  may  be  deemed  necessary.  The  number 
present  is  variously  estimated  at  from  four  to  ten 
thousand.  The  Courier  says: 

Never  was  there  greater  unanimity  of  opinion  ex- 
hibited at  a public  meeting;  and  if  the  voice  of  the 
people  has  any  weight  at  YVashington,  there  will  be 
no  compromise  of  principle  on  the  grounds  of  expe- 
diency, but  Mr.  Clay’s  bill  for  giving  to  a nation- 
al bank  national  powers — those  rights  and  pow- 
ers without  which  it  would  be  useless  incumbrance 
of  the  statute  books — will  become  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  meeting  being  organized,  a letter  was  read 
from  ex-governor  Poindexter,  in  which  he  declined 
the  invitation  given  to  him  to  address  the  meeting, 
but  avowed  his  entire  concurrence  with  the  objects 
of  the  meeting. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  unanimously 
adopted,  and  with  long  continued  cheers. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  unequal  value  of  the  bank 
paper  of  the  several  states — depreciated  in  degree 
varying  in  the  different  sections  of  the  country,  is 
“a  stain  on  public  and  private  credit— injurious  to 
the  morals  of  the  community,”  and  “opposed  to  the 
principles  of  the  federal  constitution.”  That  the 
power  is  given  to  congress  by  that  instrument,  to  re- 
gulate the  currency  of'  the  United  States;  and  that 
the  existing  depreciated  currency  can  only  be  regu- 
lated and  made  uniform,  by  the  exercise  of  a power 
for  that  purpose  by  the  general  government.  That 


specie  payment  throughout  the  country,  ought  with- 
out unavoidable  delay  to  be  resumed.  That  a cur- 
rency of  uniform  value  is  indispensable  to  the  prac- 
tical regulation  of  commerce  between  the  states, 
and  with  foreign  countries — would  restore  the  pub- 
lic finances;  stimulate  the  industry  of  the  peo- 
ple; renew  their  mutual  confidence;  facilitate  the 
beneficial  exchange  of  their  agricultural,  mechani- 
cal, manufacturing  and  commercial  products;  in- 
crease their  enterprise  at  home  and  abroad;  and 
restore'  to  the  nation  industry,  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness from  which  it  has  fallen.  We  therefore  en- 
treat from  congress,  the  adoption  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, of  such  measures,  as  will  secure  to  the  country 
the  benefits  we  have  enumerated. 

2.  Resolved,  That  gold  and  silver  being  confessed- 
ly insufficient  for  the  business  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, are  not,  and  cannot  be,  the  only  “money.”  That 
whatever  is  the  medium  of  purchase  and  sale — in 
which  state  banks  is  now  chiefly  employed — is  the 
money  of  the  country;  and  that  the  constitutional 
power  to  “regulate  the  value”  of  “money”  compre- 
hends the  right  to  equalize  the  value  of  the  notes  of 
the  state  banks. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  legitimate  mode  of  obtaining 
these  desirable  ends,  is  the  establishment  of  a nation- 
al bank:  clothed  with  all  powers  necessary  to  dis- 
charge all  the  functions  which  experience  has  proved 
to  be  necessary  for  securing  the  benefits  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  such  an  institution. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  absence  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, private  enterprize,  activity  and  prosperity 
have  uniformly  languished;  the  public  means  and 
credit  have  been  diminished,  and  individual  and 
national  embarrassment  have  prevailed;  whilst  the 
establishment  by  congress  of  a national  bank, 
has  in  each  case  revived  the  public  finances,  quick- 
ened individual  effort  and  success,  and  enlarged  the 
business  and  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  power  to 
create  a national  bank,  such  as  heretofore  existed, 
has  been  so  often  sanctioned  by  successive  presi- 
dents, by  the  representatives  of  the  states  and  of  the 
people,  and  by  the  judiciary,  that  we  cannot  regard 
it  as  an  open  question.  That  the  constitution  was 
intended  as  an  honest,  and  a practical  thing — suited 
to  the  wants  and  interests  of  a great  people — and  to 
be  administered  on  permanent  principles,  of  any 
invasion  of  which  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  was  in  the  last  resort  to  the  arbiter.  That 
to  unsettle  by  congressional  construction  to  day, 
what  had  been  settled  so  often  by  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive and  judicial  determination,  is  to  weaken 
the  foundations  of  our  government  and  make  il 
the  puppet  of  dreams,  theory  and  visionary  abstrac- 
tion. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  are  in  favor  of  the  creation 
at  the  present  session  of  congress,  of  a bank  with  the 
power  to  establish  branches  in  the  several  states  and 
territories — that  we  regard  the  granting  of  such  pow-’ 
er  as  within  the  constitutionally  defined  authority  of 
the  federal  government — that  it  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal characteristics  of  its  nationality;  is  looked  for 
by  the  large  mass  of  the  people,  and  highly  impor- 
tant to  the  great  practical  ends  for  which  such  an  in- 
stitution is  desired. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a creation  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  first  congress  elected  under 
the  constitution,  many  of  whose  members  belonged 
to  the  convention  which  framed  that  instrument — 
in  the  approbation  subscribed  to  the  charter  by  the 
immortal  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country — in 
the  sanction  granted  by  president  Jefferson,  to  acts 
passed  by  successive  republican  congresses,  for  the 
negotiation  of  loans  from  that  bank — for  extending 
its  branches  into  the  territories  and  dependencies  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  punishing  as  felony,  by 
imprisonment  and  had  labor,  any  forgery  or  coun- 
terfeit of  the  notes  of  the  bank — in  the  approval  by 
president  Madisoti,  of  the  act  passed  by  a republi- 
can congress  incorporating  the  second  bank;  and 
in  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  commposed  of  judges  Marshall, 
Washington,  Johnson,  Livingston,  Duval  and  Story, 
declaring  the  bank  and  its  branches  to  be  constitu- 
tionally created,  we  find  ample  warrant  for  a faith 
on  this  subject  not  to  be  destroyed  or  weakened. 

8.  Resolved,  That  while  we  honor  all  the  whigs  in 
congress,  who  have  been  faithful  to  the  expectations 
which  prompted  their  election,  our  thanks  are  pre- 
eminently due  to  that  “noblest  Roman  of  them  all.” 
Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  His  conduct  since  our 
triumph  has  been  characteristic  harmony  with  for- 
mer professions,  and  fills  to  overflowing  the  mea- 
sure of  his  country’s  confidence,  admiration  and  gra- 
titude. 

9.  Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be 
signed  by  the  officers  of ‘this  meeting,  and  be  for- 
warded to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
both  houses  of  congress. 
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July  29.  Mr.  Mouton  presented  the  memorial  of 
Monsieur  Gonon,  in  relation  to  his  system  of  tele- 
graphin;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

Mr.  Mangum  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a home  squadron,  without  amendment. 

Also,  the  house  bill  to  provide  for  the  navy  pen- 
sions, with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  second 
section. 

This  bill  having  been  taken  up  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  Mr.  Mangum  explained  the  object  of  the 
committee  in  striking  out  the  second  section. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Woodbury, 
Williams,  Huntington,  Mangum  and  Calhoun,  Mr. 
Woodbury  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by 
inserting  after  the  words  “who  receives  pay” — “As 
an  officer  in  the  service  in  which  he  may  be  en- 
gaged during  the  year,  so  that  no  officer  shall  re- 
ceive pay  at  the  same  time  both  as  a pensioner  and 
an  officer  in  service.” 

This  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Man- 
gum, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Buchanan,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Huntington,  Williams,  Berrien  and  others, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  and 
carried,  yeas  21,  nays  IS. 

Mr.  Mangum  now  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
second  section  would  be  stricken  out  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  committee. 

The  striking  out  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bucha- 
nan and  Pierce  and  rejected,  yeas  19,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Woodbury  then  moved  to  further  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  to  the  first  section  the  following: 

“Provided  that  no  part  of  this  money  shall  bp 
applied  to  the  payment  of  any  pensioners  not  enti- 
tled under  the  acts  of  congress  as  they  existed  prior 
to  the  year  1837.” 

Mr.  Walker  desired  to  keep  the  act  of  1834  in 
force.  He  felt  it  a duty  to  see  that  the  law  granting 
pensions  to  widows  for  five  years  after  the  death  of 
their  husbands  should  be  continued  in  force.  He 
would  therefore  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  the  following: 

“And  provided  also,  that  the  pensions  authorised 
under  the  act  of  the  30th  June,  1834,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  otherwise 
directed  by  law.” 

This  proposition  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams, Walker,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Buchanan,  Mangum, 
Cuthbert,  Woodbury  and  others,  when  the  further 
consideration  was  postponed  unlil  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for 
the  renewal  of  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  which  had  been  reported  with  an 
amendment.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

After  the  bill  had  been  discussed  for  some  time, 
the  further  consideration  was  postponed  to  go  into 
executive  session;  and,  after  some  considerable  time 
spent  therein,  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  30.  Mr.  Barrow  presented  a memorial  from 
citizens  of  Louisiana  against  the  extension  of  the 
limits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law'. 

Mr.  Allen  submitted  a resolution  to  the  effect  that 
all  executive  business  should  be  transacted  with 
open  doors  except  when  the  senate  is  engaged  with 
treaties.  Exceptions  having  been  made  to  its  con- 
sideration, it  lies  over  one  day. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  seven 
hundred  copies  of  the  digest  of  patents  was  taken 
up  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  relating  to  the  renewal  of  the  charters  of 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  mo- 
tion pending  being  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Benlon  to  limit  to  the  1st  of  March  next  the  power 
to  pay  out  or  lend  out  notes  of  other  than  specie  pay- 
ing banks. 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length. 
He  denied  that  the  District  required  the  aid  of  banks 
in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  that  its  condition 
was  never  more  prosperous  than  at  present,  when 
there  were  more  houses  building  than  at  any  former 
period,  when  the  banks  were  in  full  operation.  He 
thought  he  could  do  better  without  banks  than  with 
them;  particularly  banks  that  issued  irredeemable 
paper;  which,  he  really  believed,  were  the  veriest 
curses  that  could  be  inflicted  on  any  community. 
All  charters  were  for  the  “ benefit  of  the  people!" 
The  first  paper  he  saw  in  the  shape  of  a memorial 
was  from  the  directors  of  those  banks  to  renew  their 
charters  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  but  the  peo- 
ple— the  honest  mechanic  and  laborer — did  not  ask 
it.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
Georgia  would  not  prevail. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as 
iollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Wood  bridge — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mouton, 
Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  YVilliams,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  to  add  to  the  first  section 
a clause  which  would  enable  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  and 
two  dollars. 

This  proposition  was  debated  at  some  length  by 
Messrs.  Walker,  Merrick,  Allen,  Tappan  and  others, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  as  Iollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bales,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Graham,  King,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker.  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 22. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  to  restore  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill;  which  had  been  stricken  out  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  when  the  bill  was  last  before 
the  senate,  some  weelt3  since. 

On  this  motion  a debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Beaton,  Walker  and  Merrick  participated. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  motion,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mouton, 
Smith,  of  Con.  Sturgeon,  Tappan, Walker,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 16. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  to  introduce  a section 
to  the  bill  providing  for  the  extension  of  a char- 
ter of  the  Union  bank  of  Georgetown  until  the  year 
1847,  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up  its  concerns. 
Which  motion  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge,  Young — 
30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  King,  Linn,  Nicholson,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Wright-14. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics’  Relief  so- 
ciety of  the  town  of  Alexandria  was  taken  up,  and, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  King,  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
pauper  lunaties  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
taken  up;  and,  after  having  been  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Merrick,  Tappan,  Wright  Calhoun,  Sevier 
and  others,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Evans,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Trentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of  Inda.  Southard.  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Woodbridge,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Linn, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright — 17. 

The  land  bill  then  came  up  as  the  general  order; 
when  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  he  did  not  design 
to  call  up  that  bill  during  the  present  week,  but 
some  time  early  in  the  ensuing  one. 

The  bill  to  establish  a home  squadron  was  then 
taken  up;  when  Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amendment 
relating  to  the  adoption  of  American  water-iotted 
hemp  lor  the  use  of  the  same. 

This  led  to  a discussion,  in  which  the  relative 
merits  of  American  and  Russian  hemp,  and  the 
process  of  rotting  the  same,  were  canvassed.  The 
amendment,  however,  was  not  adopted;  and  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  house  was  finally  read  a third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

Augusts.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  present- 
ed and  referred,  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Wright  from  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  passage  of 
the  revenue  bill,  in  the  present  form.  Also,  from 


merchants  and  traders  on  the  same  subject;  both 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Also,  a remonstrance 
from  citizens  of  Niagara,  N.  Y.  against  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan  a remonstrance  from  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  against  the  passage  of  a bankrupt 
bill.  Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  inhabitants  of  Moriah, 
New  York,  for  a bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table.  Also,  from  a large  number  of  citizens  of 
New  York  city  in  favor  of  a national  bank;  also,  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law;  both  which 
were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Also,  from  four  or  five  hundred  citizens  of  N.  York, 
asking  an  increase  of  duties  on  watches,  parts  of 
watches,  jewelry  and  pearls;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance. 

By  Mr.  King,  of  inhabitants  of  Alabama,  in- 
tending to  emigrate  to  Oregon,  asking  for  protec- 
tion from  government,  underour  laws,  when  arrived 
there.  The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  a resolution  requesting  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  under  the  convention 
of  1827,  to  give  notice  to  the  British  government, 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  treaty  for  the  joint 
occupation  of  the  territory  of  Oregon  west  ol  the 
Rock  mountains.  The  question  lies  over  one  day. 

By  Mr.  Evans,  from  inhabitants  of  Maine,  in  fa- 
vor of  a bankrupt  law.  Laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Clay  From  manufacturers  of  glass, 
against  a duty  on  materials  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  glass;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

By  Mr.  Miller.  From  hat  manufacturers  of 
Boston,  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  against  a 
duty  on  articles  used  in  the  manufacture  of  silk 
hats;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing in  Cumberland  county,  Virginia,  in  relation  to 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank,  and  contend- 
ing that  it  was  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  to 
repeal  the  charter  as  soon  as  a majority  could  be 
obtained;  also  remonstrating  against  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  as  the  forerun- 
ner of  the  American  system. 

The  memorials  having  been  read,  Mr.  Henderson 
said  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank  had  got  to  be 
a hackney  phrase  much  more  easily  asserted  than 
maintained  by  argument. 

The  debate  was  Blither  continued  on  this  subject 
between  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Henderson,  More- 
head and  Calhoun,  when  Mr.  Archer  rose  to  say  that 
the  people  of  Virginia,  en  masse,  did  not  concur 
scarcely  in  any  one  opinion  expressed  in  the  memo- 
rial, and  he  would  undertake  to  say  they  repudiated 
the  idea  of  repeal. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  should  be  greatly  mistaken 
if  the  people  of  Virginia,  and  a large  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  country, 
did  not  hold  the  same  sentiments.  He  said  it  would 
be  the  most  joyful  act  of  his  life  to  vote  for  the  re- 
peal. He  had  no  idea  that  a party  should  saddle  on 
the  country  a measure'  which  would  take  up  21 
years,  when  it  was  believed,  and  had  been  asserted, 
that  the  acts  was  unconstitutional,  and  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Archer  said  that  when  neither  his  colleague 
nor  himself  had  been  made  the  organs  of  presenta- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  a meeting,  it  was  to  be 
regarded  as  presumptive  evidence  that  it  was  not 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  Virginia  which  spoke.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  that  his  nullifying  doctrines 
would  never  prevail  in  Virginia.  They  were  ready 
there,  at  all  times,  to  repudiate  such  principles. 
They  were  as  much  against  nullification  as  they 
were  against  abolition. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  time  would  show  what  were 
the  sentiments  of  Virginia,  and  he  looked  with  con- 
fidence to  the  result.  Was  this  bank,  sjinounded 
by  its  satellites,  to  be  fixed  on  the  country,  with- 
out the  power  to  repeal?  If  the  bank  stood  all  the 
other  measures  would  come  of  consequence — a 
funded  debt,  protective  tariff,  &c. — measures  de- 
structive to  liberty.  He  thought  resistance  to  these 
measures  wa3  a cause  as  glorious  as  that  of  the  re- 
volution. 

Mr.  Tappan  contended  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  friends  of  the  bank,  to  prove  the  affirmative  pro- 
position of  the  constitutionality  of  this  bank,  and 
that  no  need  for  discussion  rested  as  yet  on  them. 

Mr.  Henderson  said,  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  subject  was  now  brought  forward,  in  the  pro- 
position that  a bank  was  not  constitutional,  the  bur- 
den of  proof  lay  with  the  opponents  of  a bank. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright, 
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Resolved,  Thai  the  committee  on  the  library  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taking  proper 
measures  for  the  distribution  of  the  statistics  of  the  6th 
census  now  printing  by  law. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  give  the  notice  to  the  British  government 
which  the  convention  of  1827  between  the  govern- 
ments requires,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  treaty  for 
the  joint  occupation  of  the  territory  of  Oregon  west  of 
the  Rocky  mountains,  and  which  territory  is  now  pos- 
sessed and  used  by  the  Hudson  Bay  company,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  American  Indian  and  fur  trade  in  that 
quarter,  and  conflicting  with  our  inland  commerce  with 
the  interna!  provinces  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Allen's  resolution  relating  to  executive  ses- 
sion being  held  with  open  doors,  save  when  treaties 
were  under  consideration,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Allen  said  he  would  like  to  take  the  vote 
when  there  was  a full  seriate. 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  that  some  hour  be  fixed, 
when  there  could  be  a full  attendance  on  both  sides, 
and  the  simple  vote  be  taken.  If  the  subject  should 
lead  to  a proiracted  discussion,  he  would  feel  it  his 
duty  to  move  to  lay  if  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Allen  said  he  had  no  particular  desire  to  de- 
bate it:  he  meant,  however,  to  offer  some  observa- 
tions. It  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  vote  on 
such  a subject  should  be  taken  in  silence.  He  would 
let  it  lie  for  the  present,  and  would  call  it  up  either 
to-morrow  or  next  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  bill  from  the  house 
relating  to  duties  and  drawbacks  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,,  of  Indiana,  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  of  issuing  military  land  warrants 
to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution  was  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  renew  the  charters  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  put  on  its  thiid  read- 
ing: when  Mr.  Mangum.  rose  to  move  a reconside- 
ration of  the  vote  on  the  engrossment. 

Mr.  Benton  hoped  that  some  reasons  would  be 
given  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  there  is  a prohibition  in  the 
fifth  section  which  forbid  the  banks  to  issue  other 
denominations  than  notes  of  five  dollars,  while  the 
banks  in  Virginia  issued  notes  of  six,  seven,  eight, 
nine  and  fifteen;  which  had  to  be  placed  in  these 
banks  on  deposite. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  District 
not  being  in  his  seat,  the  question  on  reconsidera- 
tion was  not  taken. 

The  fortification  bill  was  then  taken  up;  when 
Mr.  Preston  rose  and  presented  the  objects  of  the 
bill  in  a speech  of  some  considerable  length. 

Messrs.  Woodbridge , Linn,  Sevier,  Henderson  and 
Evans  participated  in  the  debate  and  oil  the  various 
amendments. 

The  following  amendments  were  then  severally 
concurred  in: 

“For  surveys  in  reference  to  the  military  de- 
fences of  the  frontier,  inland  and  Atlantic,  thirty 
thousand  dollars.” 

“For  arrearages  due  for  roads,  harbors  and  rivers 
where  public  works  and  improvements  have  hither- 
to been  made,  and  for  the  protection  of  public  pro- 
perty now  on  hand  at  these  places,  and  for  arrear- 
ages for  surveys  and  completing  maps  authorised 
by  act  of  March  3, 1S39,  forty  thousand  dollars.” 

“For  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting  and 
purchaing  a site  for  the  western  or  southern  armo- 
ry, to  be  selected  by  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.” 

Mr.  Woodbury  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing the  sum  of  $30,000  for  the  defence  of  the  river 
Piscataqua,  contending  that  it  was  of  as  much  impor- 
tance in  point  of  public  property  as  any  other,  not 
excepting  Boston  itself.  The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  spoke  of  the  importance  of  plac 
ing  the  northwestern  frontier  in  a proper  state  of 
defence,  and  went  into  the  subject  in  detail. 

Mr.  While  followed,  contending  also  for  the  secu- 
rity of  harbor  defence,  creation  of  harbors,  &c.  as 

part  and  parcel  of  the  system  of  defence. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  in- 
structions to  amend  the  same  by  adding  “the  ne- 
cessary appropriations  for  such  forts  and  fortifica- 
tions on  the  southwestern  and  northwestern  Iron- 
tiers  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  de- 
fence ot  the  country.”  Mr.  S.  gave  his  reasons  at 
length  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Young  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
making  the  instructions  general  for  the  defence  of 
the  whole  country. 

Mr.  White  suggested  a modification,  which  was 
accepted  by  Mr.  Young,  to  insert  after  the  word 
appropriations,  “for  such  other  ports,  fortifications, 
harbors  and  military  roads  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  western,  northwestern 
and  southwestern,  frontiers.” 


Mr.  While  explained  at  some  length  the  object  of 
the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  its  adoption,  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Porter,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge,  Wright,  Young — 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
King,  Miller,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Simmons,  Waiker,  Woodbury — 25. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Porter,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Miller,  Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Southard,  Walker — 20. 

Mr.  Porter  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  of  $75,000  for  the  purchase 
of  a site  to  erect  an  armory  at  or  near  Detroit,  Mi- 
chigan. 

Mr.  P.  spoke  at  some  length  to  show  the  impor- 
tance of  the  posts  which  he  had  named. 

M r.  Evans  opposed  the  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  it  could  be  attached  to  another  bill  which  was 
introduced  in  the  house,  and  not  from  any  indispo- 
sition to  vote  for  the  appropriation. 

The  senate  adjourned  after  a session  of  six  hours, 
without  taking  the  question  on  the  amendment. 

August  3.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a petition  of 
108  citizens  of  New  York  in  favor  of  a bankrupt 
law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Allen  to  rescind  the  rule  of 
the  senate  for  the  closing  of  their  doors  while  in  ex- 
ecutive business,  except  when  engaged  on  treaties, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Allen  advocated  it,  at  some  length.  The 
business  which  was  transacted  in  executive  ses- 
sions, was,  first,  on  treaties;  and  second,  on  nomi- 
nations of  public  officers.  When  engaged  on  trea- 
ties with  foreign  powers,  whose  interests  were  ad- 
verse, and  even  hostile  to  ours,  it  might  be  of  great 
importance  that  the  progress  of  business  should 
not  be  known  until  it  was  consummated.  He  there- 
fore did  not  propose  to  rescind  this  portion  of  the 
rule. 

But  when  engaged  on  the  nominations  of  officers, 
whose  character  and  actions  for  evil  or  for  good 
deeply  affected  the  interests  of  the  people,  there 
could  be  no  reason  for  them,  the  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  transact  without  their  knowledge  the  busi- 
ness of  their  principals;  but  it  was  treating  them 
as  enemies.  The  people  ought  to  be  enabled  to 
give  their  testimony  as  to  the  character  of  the  mul- 
titudes of  officers  brought  before  the  senate,  the 
characters  of  many  of  whom  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  be  acquainted  with;  and  the  public  exami- 
nation would  not  injure  the  character  of  those  who 
were  worthy,  while  it  would  expose  guilt  and  cor- 
ruption. 

Mr.  Clay  should  not  enter  into  this  discussion; 
it  was  not  a proper  time — at  an  extra  session  of  con- 
gress, and,  as  they  had  some  reason  to  hope,  within 
two  or  three  weeks  of  its  termination.  It  might  be 
shown  that  all  reasons  for  secrecy,  which  applied 
to  the  case  of  treaties,  were  equally  applicable  to 
the  case  of  nominations;  that,  were  this  resolution 
adopted,  their  debates  would  be  protracted  to  an 
unreasonable  length — that  exposures  of  individual 
character  would  be  made  that  never  ought  to  take 
place — that  the  attitude  of  the  senate,  to  the  nomi- 
nees, the  executive,  and  the  whole  world,  would  be 
of  a most  unpleasant  character;  but  he  would  not 
go  into  the  subject;  he  had  risen  to  put  an  end,  at 
this  time,  to  this  debate,  and  for  this  purpose  he 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  on  this, 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  carried, 
and  thus  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table:  yeas  26, 
nays  20. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  general  order,  being  the  bill  to  make  appropria- 
tions for  the  erection  of  fortifications  and  the  pre- 
vention and  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities;  the 
motion  pending  being  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Porter 
“for  defensive  works  and  barracks  and  purchase  of 
a site  at  or  near  Detroit,  Michigan,  $75,000.” 

This  was  urgently  advocated  by  Messrs.  Porter 
and  Woodbridge,  showing  the  great  importance  at 
Detroit  and  its  total  want  of  defences.  It  was  fur- 
ther debated  at  great  length,  by  Messrs.  Sevier, 
Benton,  Buchanan  and  others. 

Mr.  Allen  ottered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
to  appropriate  $100,000  for  the  construction  of  arm- 
ed steamers  and  other  vessels  of  government  on 
Lake  Erie. 

This,  alter  some  discussion,  w’as  rejected  without 
a division.  The  question  then  recurring  on  the 


amendment  of  Mr.  Porter,  it  was  lost,  by  yeas  21 
nays  24. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  an  amendment,  to  appropriate 
$50,000  for  carrying  on  the  military  works  at  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas. 

This,  after  some  discussion,  was  adopted — yeas 
19,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Berrien  moved  an  additional  section  to  the 
bill,  to  appropriate  $208,619  for  the  payment  and 
indemnity  of  Georgia,  for  expenses  incurred  by  that 
state,  in  calling  out  her  militia,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, for  the  suppression  on  Indian  hostilities,  for 
the  protection  of  her  inhabitants  against  sudden  in- 
cursions of  the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians,  and 
for  the  payment  of  claims  of  the  state  of  Maine,  for 
the  service  of  her  militia. 

This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Preston  and  others  as 
not  in  accordance  with  the  design  of  the  bill,  which 
was  for  carrying  on  old  works  of  defence,  where 
most  immediately  needed. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in- 
serting a provision  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Missouri  volunteers  called  into  service  in  1829 
and  1836. 

Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.  and  Walker,  gave  notice,  if 
the  amendment  was  persisted  in,  that  they  should 
bring  forward  amendments,  for  the  settlement  of  old 
claims  of  their  respective  states. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  TAnn  withdrew  his 
amendment,  and  the  original  amendment  of  Mr. 
Berrien  was  rejected — yeas  11,  nays  27. 

At  a late  hour,  a motion  for  adjournment  was 
made  and  failed.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
senate  when  the  amendments  adopted  in  committee 
were  severally  concurred  in,  to  that  appropiiating 
$75,000  for  the  purchase  of  a site  for  a western 
or  southwestern  armory.  This  was  modified  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  White  by  adding  “or  northwest- 
ern,” as  he  had  heard  Pittsburgh  named  as  a suita- 
ble place  for  its  location. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  intention  of  voting  against 
this  amendment,  as  the  reduced  state  of  the  treasu- 
ry rendered  it  inexpedient  to  make  this  enormous 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Benton  (who  offered  the  amendment)  was 
surprised  at  objections  to  it,  at  this  late  hour.  Had 
he  been  aware  of  opposition,  he  could  have  produc- 
ed a cart-load  of  documents,  reports  from  depart- 
ments, &c.  in  its  favor,  with  which  he  should  be 
prepared  to  defend  this  amendment.  For  this  pur- 
pose, he  was  about  moving  an  adjournment;  but  this 
being  strongly  opposed  from  various  parts  of  the 
senate,  he  concluded  by  saying  that  the  arguments 
he  might  be  able  to  make  would  be  of  no  avail,  and 
he  would  merely  call  the  yeas  and  nays  on  concur- 
ring in  the  amendment. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  King,  on  his  motion 
the  senate  adjourned. 

August  4.  Mr.  Berrien  presented  a memorial  of 
citizens  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt 
law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a remonstrance  of  glass 
manufacturers  of  Philadelphia,  against  an  increase 
of  duty  on  soda,  ash,  pipe-clay  and  other  articles 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  glass,  stating  that  a levy 
of  duties  on  these  articles,  as  proposed  by  the  reve- 
nue bill,  would  be  destructive  to  their  trade;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ind.  from  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  reported  the  house  bill  for  the  extension 
of  military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolution. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  submitted  a resolution  in- 
quiring of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  of- 
fice whether  any  clerks  have  been  appointed  by 
him  while  in  office,  and  the  grounds  on  which  such 
appointments,  if  any,  have  been  made.  After  some 
conversation  by  Messrs.  White,  Archer  and  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  as  to  the  propriety  of  calling  on  the 
heads  of  departments  for  information,  the  resolution 
was  modified  so  as  to  call  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  this  pnrpose.  The  resolution  lies  over 
one  day. 

Mr.  Benton,  on  leave,  introduced  a joint  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp,  for  the  use  of  the  navy;  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  a resolution  was  adopt- 
ed directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  inform 
the  senate  the  amount  of  Indian  money,  legacies  or 
trust  funds,  which  has  been  invested  in  state  stocks, 
and  the  amounts  in  the  respective  states. 

The  fortification  bill  was  then  taken  up,  the 
question  being  on  concurring  wilh  the  amendment 
of  the  committee  appropriating  $75,000  lor  the 
purchase  of  a site  for  a western,  southwestern  or 
northwestern  armory. 

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton and  Preston,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  While  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  the  words,  “western,  southwestern. 
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northwestern  armory,”  and  insert,  “an  armory  on 
the  western  waters.” 

Mr.  King  expressed  doubt  whether  a location 
could  be  selected,  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  all. 

After  further  conversation  by  Messrs.  White,  Bu- 
chanan, Linn,  Sevier,  Preston,  Tappan  and  Walker, 
as  to  the  location  of  the  site,  Mr.  White  again  mo- 
dified the  amendment,  so  as  to  read  “on  the  waters 
of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.”  The  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  being  on  concurring  with  the 
amendment  of  the  committee,  it  was  carried  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Bates,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  o(  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hender- 
son, King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson, Por- 
ter, Preston,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge, Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wood- 
bridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Berrien,  Clay,  of Ky.  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Kerr,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps — 11. 

Mr.  Allen  renewed  the  motion  for  amendment 
made  yesterday  by  him,  appropriating  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of  armed 
steamers,  and  such  other  vessels  of  war,  on  Lake 
Erie,  as  the  president  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Allen  advocated  this  amendment,  as  demand- 
ed for  the  defence  of  Lake  Erie,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  our  force  equal  to  that  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  whose  steamers  were  cruising 
about  our  coast  prying  into  its  exposed  parts. 

Mr.  Preston  opposed  the  amendment  as  irrelevant 
to  the  bill. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Porter,  Allen  and  Woodbridge,  when  the  question 
was  taken,  and  the  amendment  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Por- 
ter, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Woodbridge  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston — 17. 

Mr.  Porter,  renewed  his  motion  for  amendment, 
made  yesterday,  to  appropriate  fifty  thousand  dollars 
for  defensive  works  at  Detroit. 

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Por- 
ter, While  and  Preston. 

Mr.  Phelps  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, to  appropriate  $ 75,000  for  fortifications  on 
the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Phelps,  Preston, 
Mangum  and  Prentiss,  the  question  was  then  taken 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment;  which  was 
lost:  yeas  16,  nay3  24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment; 
which,  after  some  conversation  by  Messrs.  Linn 
and  Sevier,  was  adopted:  yeas  22,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  an  amendment,  to  appro- 
priate for  the  purchase  of  site,  and  barracks,  and 
defensive  works  at  or  near  Buffalo,  $60,000. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  alter  brief  remarks 
by  Mr.  Woodbridge:  yeas  18,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  an  amendment,  to  increase 
the  appropriation  for  defensive  works  at  New  Or- 
leans from  50  to  $150,000.  He  briefly  advocated 
it,  contending  that  the  amount  proposed  for  New 
Orleans  in  the  bill  was  not  proportionate  to  that 
proposed  for  other  points. 

Mr.  Barrow  opposed  this  amendment.  There 
was  an  unappropriated  balance  for  those  works,  and 
no  further  appropriations  were  necessary  till  the 
regular  session. 

After  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  Preston  and  Hen- 
derson, the  amendment  was  rejected:  yeas  4,  nays 
33. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  the  amendment  providing  for  armed  steam- 
ers. 

Messrs.  Woodbury,  Wright  and  Allen,  briefly  op- 
posed the  reconsideration;  and  Mr.  Woodbridge 
stated  the  reason  which  had  induced  him  to  make 
the  motion,  not  being  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
but  preferring  that  it  be  lost,  to  the  loss  of  the  whole 
bill. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  rejected, 
yeas  22,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  amendments  were  dispropor- 
tionate, part  of  the  bill  being  applicable  to  a state 
of  war,  and  the  other  to  a state  of  peace.  He  mov- 
ed to  strike  out  a portion  of  the  bill,  with  the 
amendments  that  had  been  adopted. 

The  president  decided  the  motion  out  of  order  to 
strike  out  the  amendments. 

After  some  conversation  on  this  point  of  order, 
the  question  was  taken  and  carried  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  engrossment  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned  at  half  past  three  o’clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  July  29.  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  making 
appropriations  for  outfits  and  salaries  of  diplomatic 
agents,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Levy  introduced  a bill  making  further  provi- 
sion for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Flo- 
rida, which  having  been  twice  read,  was,  after  some 
conversation  between  Messrs.  Levy  and  Fillmore, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Levy  introduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the  re- 
lief and  protection  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Indian  banditti  infesting  the  ter- 
ritory of  Florida  and  the  state  of  Georgia. 

And,  having  been  read  twice  by  its  title, the  bill, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  L.  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Levy  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
lies  over  one  day  for  consideration,  ar.d  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  required  to 
furnish  to  this  house  the  following  information,  to  wit: 

1.  What  sums  have  been  expended  in  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing,  made  on  the  9th  day 
of  May,  1832,  with  the  Seminole  nation  of  Indians, 
specifying  the  several  items. 

2.  Whether  any,  and  what,  annuities  are  paid  to  the 
said  Seminole  Indians. 

3.  Whether  the  whole  tract  of  country  designated  in 
the  supplemental  treaty  signed  at  Fort  Gibson  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1833,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  said 
Seminole  nation  of  Indians. 

4.  What  number  of  Indians  and  negroes  have  been 
emigrated  from  Florida  since  the  date  of  said  treaty. 

5.  What  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  expenditure 
which  has  been  occasioned  by  the  hostilities  of  said 
Seminole  Indians. 

6.  How  many  persons  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  have  been  killed  or  wounded  in  the 
course  of  said  hostilities;  (including  militia  and  regu- 
lars), and  distinguishing  the  grades  of  the  killed  and 
wounded. 

7.  What  number  of  pensions  have  been  allowed  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  Florida  service, 
or  to  the  widows  of  persons  killed  in  said  service. 

8.  What  proportion  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  is  now  on  duty  in  Florida,  and  under  orders  for 
that  service. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the 
senate  in  relation  to  the  census,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens  the  house  again  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  in 
the  chair),  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  duties  and  draw- 
backs. The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Atherton,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Saltonslalt  addressed  the  committee  at  length, 
but  before  he  had  concluded  his  hour  expired,  and 
he  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  next  took  the  floor  and  occupied  it 
for  an  hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickens  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
until  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  Habersham  next  addressed  the  committee  in 
remarks  mainly  of  a statistical  character. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Medill, 
Hastings  and  McKeon  until  a late  hour. 

When  Mr.  Wise  obtained  the  floor. 

Whereupon  the  committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  resolution  providing 
that  the  revenue  bill  be  taken  out  of  committee  at 
12  o’clock  to-morrow,  (Friday),  was  adopted. 

Pending  this  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  30.  The  business  first  in  order  was  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  IF.  W.  Irwin, 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  Wednesday  last  on  the  re- 
solution providing  that  the  revenue  bill  should  be 
taken  out  of  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union  this  day. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Irwin,  in  explana- 
tion of  the  motive  which  had  influenced  him  in  sub- 
mitting the  motion,  he  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bolts,  the  house  again  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts  in  the 
chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in 
relation  to  duties  and  drawbacks. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Atherton  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Wise,  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor),  ad- 
dressed the  committee  during  the  hour  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 


Mr.  Fillmore  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  for  a 
moment  to  Mr.  Keim,  who  said  that,  having  been 
called  suddenly  from  the  city,  he  could  not  be  pre- 
sent when  the  vote  was  taken,  but  that  he  desired 
to  say  that,  had  he  been  present,  he  would  have 
voted  against  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  inade- 
quacy. He  regretted  that  he  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  his  views. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  addressed  the  committee  till 
the  hour  of  twelve,  when  the  house,  in  pursuance 
of  its  order  of  Wednesday  last,  proceeded,  without 
further  debate,  to  vote  on  the  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  (Messrs. 
Broadman  and  Atherton  acting  in  that  capacity),  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill;  which  motion,  by  ayes  82, 
noes  119,  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lawrence  to  exempt  from  duty  the  articles  of  “tea 
and  coffee.” 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  “molasses,  sugar  and  salt.” 

Alter  some  conversation  on  a point  of  order.  The 
question  was  taken  by  tellers,  (Messrs.  Shields  and 
Sollers  acting),  on  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment; which,  by  yeas  112,  noes  84.  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  as  amended  by  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Clfford. 

Mr.  Ferris  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment,  as 
amended,  the  article  of  foreign  coal.  Rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  (Messrs. 
Welter  and  Brown  acting).  And  the  amendment 
as  amended,  by  yeas  57,  noes  112,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  H7ise  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  (in  the  43d  line) 
“brass  wire  suited  to  the  manufacture  of  pins;” 
which  amendment,  by  ayes  120,  noes  not  counted, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  the  third 
line,  by  striking  out  the  words  “from  and  after  the 
date  hereinafter  mentioned,”  and  inserting  the  words 
“on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  September,  1841.” 

Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  word  “September”  and  insert- 
ing January.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding, 
(in  the  12th  line),  after  the  word  “embroidery,” 
the  words  “and  laces  of  thread,  silk  or  cotton.” 
Rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  words  “includin'* 
paste”  were  inserted  in  the  14th  line  after  the  word 
“jewelry.” 

Some  amendments  of  phraseology,  by  way  of 
transposition,  were  made,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  word  “almonds” 
was  struck  out  from  line  38. 

A great  number  of  verbal  amendments  were  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Fillmore,  all  of  which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  an  amendment  admitting  cer- 
tain specified  articles  free  of  duty  till  June,°l842. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  57th 
line  by  striking  out  the  words  “raw  bids.” 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  (Messrs 
James  and  Arrington  acting),  and,  by  ayes  55,  noes 
93,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Williams,  o[  Md.  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  55th  line  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the 
words  “flax  unmanufactured.” 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Brewster  to  amend 
this  amendment  by  inserting  ticklenburgs,  osna- 
burgs  and  burlaps. 

file  amendment  and  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment were  both  rejected. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  amend  the  original  bill  by 
striking  out  from  the  60th  line  the  words  “juniper 
berries;”  which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  an  amendment  exemptin'*  cer- 
tain specified  articles  from  duty  until  June  30 
1842.  Rejected. 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
1st  section  after  the  word  “jewelry,”  in  the  14th 
line,  by  inserting  the  words  “blankets  of  wool,  the 
value  whereof  at  the  place  whence  exported  shall 
not  exceed  seventy-five  cents  each.”  Rejected. 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
in  the  sixth  line,  by  striking  out  after  the  words  “a 
duty  of  "the  word  “twenty,”  and  inserting  the  words 
“eighteen”  so  as  to  read  “a  duty  of  18  per  cent.” 
Rejected. 

Mr.  Winthorp  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting in  the  15th  line,  after  the  word  “lead”  the 
words  “dry  or.”  Agreed  to. 

Also,  to  insert  “tallow”  among  the  articles  to  re- 
main at  the  existing  duties.  Lost. 

Also,  to  insert  “marrow”  in  the  free  list,  also 
“type  metal.”  Both  lost. 
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Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  2d  section  so  as  to 
make  all  articles  manufactured  from  two  or  more 
materials  pay  the  highest  chargeable  on  either  in- 
gredient. Carried. 

Mr.  W.  also  moved  an  amendment  to  the  3d  sec- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  drawbacks  on  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses. Lost. 

Mr.  W.  TV.  Irwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
15th  line  by  striking  out  the  words  “white  lead 
dried  or  grovvned  in  oil.”  Lost. 

A vast  number  of  amendments,  running  through 
the  space  of  two  hours,  were  offered  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen:  Messrs.  Habersham,  T.  TV.  Wil- 
liams, J.  W.  Williams,  Randolph,  W.  W.  Irwin, 
Winlhrop,  Hastings,  of  Ohio,  Hastings,  of  Mass. 
Saltonslall,  Underwood,  Wlieller,  Wise,  Cave  John- 
son, Roosevelt,  Moore,  Everett,  Kennedy,  of  Md.  Daw- 
son and  John  Campbell,  nearly  all  of  which  were  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Saltonslall  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  fifth  section  which  provided  for  the  ware- 
housing of  teas;  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
reason  for  confining  the  privilege  to  teas,  and  that 
the  system  if  introduced,  ought  to  be  general. — 
Which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  S.  also  moved  to  insert  “sumac  and  palm  oil” 
among  the  free  articles.  Rejected. 

Mr.  Underwood  offered  the  following  amendment, 
of  which  he  had  given  notice: 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the 
2d  day  of  February  next,  there  shall  be  laid,  col- 
lected and  paid  on  all  wines  and  silks,  the  growth, 
produce  anil  manufacture  of  France  or  her  colonies, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem: 
Provided,  nevertheless,  If  the  “regie”  of  France 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  be  so  modified  as  to  reduce  the  price  of  to- 
bacco in  the  leaf,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the 
United  States,  to  less  than  fifty  cents  per  pound  in 
France,  the  duty  on  the  wines  and  silks  aforesaid 
shall  be  reduced  to  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 
and  if  the  “regie”  shall  be  so  modified  as  to  reduce 
the  price  of  tobacco  in  the  leaf,  the  growth  and  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  to  less  than  seventy-five 
cents  per  pound  in  France,  but  not  as  low  as  fifty 
cents,  the  duty  on  the  wines  and  silks  aforesaid 
shall  be  reduced  to  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem; and  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall, 
by  his  proclamation,  direct  and  fix  the  amount  of 
duty  to  be  collected  on  the  wines  and  silks  afore- 
said, from  time  to  time,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section. 

Which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  amend  the  sixth  section 
by  limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1843,  and  no  longer. 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  (Messrs. 
Williams,  of  Con.  and  Bowne,  of  N.  Y.  acting  in 
that  capacity),  and  by  yeas  72,  noes  83,  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  moved  to  amend  the  same 
section  by  limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Ja- 
nuary, 1,  1843. 

Mr.  Stanly  suggested  that  the  amendment  should 
be  so  modified  as  to  read  “up  to  which  time  there 
shall  be  no  importations.” 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kennedy’s  amendment  was 
taken,  and  by  ayes  75,  noes  81  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  amend  as  a substitute  for 
the  seventh  section,  providing  that  this  act  shall  not 
be  enforced  after  three  years  from  its  passage. — 
Which  amendment,  by  ayes  81,  noes  90,  wa3  re- 
jected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  seventh  section 
of  the  bill  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Saltonslall  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  in  the  7lh  section,  ail  after  the  word 
“effect,”  and  insert  the  following,  viz:  “as  follows: 
on  all  articles  imported  or  arriving  from  any  port  or 
place  in  Europe,  the  West  Indies  or  any  Atlantic 
port  or  place  north  of  the  equator,  in  forty- five 
days;  on  all  articles  imported  or  arriving  from  any 
Atlantic  port  or  place  south  of  the  equator,  in  nine- 
ty days;  and  on  all  articles  imported  or  arriving 
from  any  port  or  place  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  or  Cape  Horn,  in  one  hundred  and  eighty 
days  from  and  after  the  passage  ot  this  act.”  Re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  then  moved  as  a substitute 
for  the  original  bill,  the  amendment  of  which  he  had 
heretofore  given  notice. 

Mr.  W.  TV.  Irwin  offered  a3  an  amendment  to 
this  amendment  the  proposition  repealing  the  act 
of  July  14,  1832,  but  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
include  all  acts  of  congress  allowing  drawbacks  on 
duties  on  railroad  iron;  which  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

And  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kennedy  was  reject- 
ed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  committee  then 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the 

house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  in  its  amendments,  and  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendments  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wheller  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  92,  nays 
123. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  there  was  a second, 

Mr.  Profit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken  were  yeas  113,  nays  96. 

The  amendments  were  then  read  through,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  question  should  be  taken 
upon  them  generally,  but  that  any  member  should 
except  any  particular  amendment  on  which  he 
might  desire  a separate  question  to  be  taken. 

All  the  amendments  were  concurred  in,  except 
the  following,  to  wit: 

An  amendment,  appended  as  a proviso  to  the  end 
of  the  third  section,  which  declares  “that  after  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  the  act  of  14th  July, 
1832,  and  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  28th  May, 
1830,  allowing  draw  backs  on  rail  road  iron  to  states 
and  corporations,  be  repealed.” 

Which  amendment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
was  excepted,  that  a separate  question  might  be 
taken  thereon. 

Mr.  Triplett  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  concurring  with  the  committee  of  the  whole 
in  this  amendment;  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  were  yeas  93,  nays  119. 

So  the  house  having  refused  to  concur  with  the 
committee,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading  to  morrow.  Whereupon  the  house 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  31.  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  reported  a bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  issuing  military  land  warrants  to  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army;  and  a bill  to 
extend  the  time  of  locating  Virginia  land  warrants. 
Read  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict, reported  a bill  providing  for  the  repair  of  the 
Potomac  bridge,  and  a bill  for  repaving  and  repair- 
ing a portion  of  Pennsylvania  avenue.  Both  bills 
were  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Barnard  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, by  order  of  that  committee,  made  a motion  that 
the  senate  bankrupt  law  be  read  twice,  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  Objection  was  made,  and  the  speaker  de- 
cided that  it  was  not  then  in  order. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  making  appropriations  to  pur- 
chase sites,  and  to  make  certain  surveys,  and  for 
other  purposes.  Read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
after  some  desultory  debate. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  directing  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing lines  of  armed  steamers  from  the  northern 
and  southern  ports  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
amendments  of  Mr.  Irwin,  extending  the  inquiry  to 
the  location  of  nary  yards  on  the  principal  bays, 
rivers  and  lakes. 

After  a brief  debate,  the  resolution,  with  the 
amendment,  wms  passed. 

Mr.  Briggs  then  called  up  his  motion  for  the 
printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  ot  the  report  of  the 
judiciary  on  the  bankrupt  bill.  Tiie  motion  was 
rejected,  yeas  93,  nays  115. 

The  senate  bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy,  was  then  taken  up,  and  read  twice  by 
title. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Ne- 
gatived: yeas  91,  nays  123. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  Mr.  Barnard’s  motion,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  relating  to  the 
convention  with  Mexico  was  theh  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  revenue  bill  on  its 
third  reading. 

An  animated  discussion  ensued  between  Mr. 
Profit  and  Mr.  Stanly,  when  the  following  vote 
was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigs,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Botts, 
Briggs,  Brockway.  Bronson,  M.  Brown,  J.  Brown, 
Burnell,  Wm.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 


Campbell,  Caruthersj  Childs.  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  G.  Davis,  W.  C. 
Dawson,  Deherfy,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L.  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gbggin,  Patrick  G. 
Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Greig,  Habersnam,  Hall,  Ilal- 
sted,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Linn,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Ma- 
thiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbel,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Proflit,  Ramsey,  B.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Rencher,  Iiidg- 
way,  Rodney,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simonlon, 
Smith,  Sobers,  Sprig®,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton, 
Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  11.  W.  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood, Warren.  Washington,  E.  D.  White,  J.  L. 
White,  T.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  J.  Young 
— i 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Borden,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brew- 
ster, A.  V.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Clinton,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  B. 
Dawson,  Dean,  Dimock,  Doan,  Doig,  John  Edwards, 

J.  C.  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  J.  G.  Floyd.  C.  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  W.  O.  Goode,  Gor- 
don, Gustine,  J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houston, 
Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  James  Irvine,  William 
W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  A.  McClellan, 

R.  McClellan,  McKay,  McKean,  Mallory,  Marchand,  , 
Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Miller,  Newhard,  Oliver, 
Parmenter,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Reding, 
Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Saltonstall,  Sanford.  Saun- 
ders, Shaw,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter, 
Sweney,  J.  B.  Thompson,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Renssalaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weber,  West- 
brook, James  W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood 
—101. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

A motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  had  passed,  was  negatived,  yeas  99,  nays  115. 

Amendments  to  the  title  were  moved  by  Messrs. 
Wise  and  Bidlack,  successively,  and  withdrawn  af- 
ter each  had  made  a speech  against  the  bill. 

Alter  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Burnell  and  Mr. 
Dawson,  the  house  determined  that  the  title  of  the 
bill  should  be  “a  bill  in  relation  to  duties  and 
drawbacks.”  Then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Aug.  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  commitlee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  John  C.  Clark,  of 
New  York,  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  senate  bill 
No.  5,  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal  ’ 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read  through;  after  which,  it  was 
taken  up  by  sections. 

And  the  first  section  having  been  read,  and  the 
question  being  on  the  adoption  thereof — 

Mr.  Sergeant,  chairman  of  the  committee -on  the 
currency,  who  had  reported  the  bill,  took  the  floor 
and  advocated  the  general  measure  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  hour. 

Mr.  McClellan,  of  Pa.  followed  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was  not 
willing  to  suffer  a bill  involving  questions  of  such 
vital  importance  to  pass,  without  an  effort  on  his 
part  to  expose  its  true  features  and  its  alarming  cha- 
racter. Mr.  S.  continued  at  length  in  opposition  to 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Stuart  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  to  a late  hour  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  ot  Indiana,  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr. 

K.  having  concluded,  Mr.  John  T.  Mason  obtained 
the  floor. 

Whereupon  the  committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  3.  By  general  consent,  petitions 
and  memorials  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Howard, 
of  Michigan,  and  Hubbard,  of  Virginia,  and  appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr.  Cary,  of  Virginia,  on  leave,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  all  the  information  in  his 
possession  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  great  southern 
mail,  going  north,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  thirteen 
hours  and  a half;  and  if  there  is  no  remedy  in  his  pow- 
er for  this  national  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Mallory  suggested  to  Mr.  C.  so  to  modify  his 
resolution  as  after  the  word  “north”  to  insert  “in 
the  city  of  Washington,  and.”  Mr.  C.  accepted  the 
modification.  And  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Profit  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union.  And  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote 
stood,  ayes  57,  nays  46;  but  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Profit  said,  as  he  did  not  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  wishes  of  gentlemen,  he  would  withdraw 
his  motion, 
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And  the  motion  having  been  withdrawn,  petitions 
and  memorials  were  presented  (under  general  con- 
sent) by  the  following  gentlemen,  and  were  refer- 
red appropriately: 

Messrs.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  Linn  Boyd,  Hunt, 
Fillmore , Childs,  Barnard,  Gordon,  Summers,  Hub- 
bard, Poland,  Ingersoll,  Stratton,  Bronson,  Randall, 
of  Maryland,  Madipell,  Cross,  Davis,  o(  New  York, 
Pope,  Chittenden,  Men,  of  ftlaine,  John  Van  Buren, 
P.  G.  Goode,  of  Ohio,  and  Wood,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Md.  on  leave  given,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  im- 
mediate provision  for  the  defence  of  the  Chesapeake 
bay  by  steam  batteries. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented 
by  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Holmes,  Wallace  and  Crans- 
ton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghasi,  the  house  took  up, 
on  its  first  and  second  reading,  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  senate  on  the  speaker’s  table,  providing 
for  the  distribution  of  700  copies  of  the  Digest  of 
patents. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  as  the  bill  made  a small  appro- 
priation, it  would  therefore  be  necessary  that  it  be 
committed. 

So,  on  his  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  following  resolution,  of  which  notice  had 
been  given,  was  offered  by  Mr.  Oliver: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  house  be  so  far 
amended  that  all  amendments  offered  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  whether  adopted  in  committee  or  not,  upon 
the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a fiscal  bank,  shall  be 
voted  on  in  the  house  by  yeas  and  nays,  one-fifth  of 
the  members  present  voting  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Fill- 
more, Briggs  and  Oliver,  as  to  whether  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  received  or  not,  when  it  seemed  to 
be  conceded  that  the  resolution  was  properly  before 
the  house;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, yeas  107,  nays  84. 

The  speaker  ( by  general  consent)  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
covering  estimates  of  the  amounts  of  money  requir- 
ed to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Profit,  the  communication 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  John  C.  Clark,  of  New  York,  in  the 
chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  senate  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  a 
fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McClellan,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  thereof — 

Mr.  John  T.  Mason  (who  was  entitled  to  the 
flooi ) addressed  the  committee,  during  the  hour,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

[The  committee  rose  informally,  and  the  speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  hands  of  John  Tyler,  jr.  his  private  secre- 
tary. After  which,  the  chairman  again  took  his 
seat]. 

Mr.  Charles  Brown,  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke 
for  the  hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Washington,  of  N.  Carolina,  next  addressed 
the  committee  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  principally 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Saunders,  of  the  day  previous. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  followed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill  and  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Sergeant  and 
Steuart,  of  Va. 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Alabama,  also  spoke  at  some 
length  against  the  creation  of  a bank,  and  replied  to 
Mr.  Sergeant  as  to  the  historical  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Bolts  having  obtained  the  floor,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  progress,  and  thereupon  the 
house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  4.  Mr.  Morgan  called  up  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
offered  by  him: 

Resolved,  That  at  12  o'clock  meridian,  on  Friday 
next,  the  6th  instant,  all  debate  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  the  senate  bill  No. 
5,  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed  to  vote 
on  all  amendments  that  may  at  that  time  be  pending, 
and  that  may  be  offered,  and  shall  then  report  the  said 
bill  to  the  house,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been 
agreed  to  by  the  committee:  Provided,  that  nothing  in 
this  resolution  shall  preclude  the  committee  from  re- 
porting the  bill  at  any  time  prior  to  the  time  above  spe- 
cified. 

And  the  resolution  having  been  read,  and  the 
question  being  on  its  adoption,  Mr.  M.  moved  the 
previous  question. 


Mr.  Morgan  (hen  modified  his  resolution,  at  the 
request,  he  said,  of  a number  of  gentlemen  around 
him,  so  as  to  strike  out  “Friday”  and  insert  “Tues- 
day.” 

And  the  question,  shall  the  resolution  be  adopt- 
ed? was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows:  yeas  55,  nays  136:  So  the  resolution  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose  and  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  at  12  o’clock  meridian  on  Friday 
next,  the  6th  instant,  all  debate  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  senate  bill  No.  6, 
shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed  to  vote  on 
all  amendments  that  may  at  that  time  be  pending,  and 
that  may  be  offered,  and  shall  then  report  said  bill  to 
the  house,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  committee:  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  reso- 
lution shall  preclude  the  committee  from  reporting  the 
bill  at  any  time  prior  to  the  time  above  specified. 

Mr.  S.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sergeant  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  as  follows: 
yeas  96,  nays  106.  So  the  resolution  was  not  laid 
on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  there  was  a second.  And  the 
house  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  taken. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
tion),  which  were  ordered, and  beingtaken,  result- 
ed as  follows:  yeas  104,  nays  97.  So  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  but  waived  the  motion  for  the  moment  at  the 
request  of  the  speaker,  who  laid  before  the  house 
a communication  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a communication  from  the  trea- 
sury department,  enclosing  a communication  from 
the  French  minister  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, relating  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  with 
France  under  existing  treaties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  communication 
and  documents  were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communication  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Washington,  August  3,  1841. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1832,  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives adopted  a resolution  in  the  following 
words: 

"Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  authorised  to  employ  Horatio  Greenou^h, 
of  Massachusetts,  to  execute,  in  marble,  a full 
length  pedestrian  statue  of  Washington,  to  be  plac- 
ed in  the  centre  of  the  rotundo  of  the  capilol,  the 
head  to  be  a copy  of  Houdon’s  Washington,  and  the 
accessories  to  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  artist.” 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  the  secretary  of 
state,  by  direction  of  the  president,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Greenough  a letter  of  instructions  for  tarrying 
into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  house. 

On  the  14th  day  of  July,  1832,  an  appropriation 
of  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  made  to 
“enable  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
tract with  a skilful  artist  to  execute,  in  marble,  a 
pedestrian  statue  of  George  Washington,  to  be 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol,” 
and  several  appropriations  were  made  at  succeeding 
sessions  in  furtherance  of  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Greenough,  having  been  employed  upon  the 
work  for  several  years,  at  Florence,  completed  it 
some  months  ago. 

By  a resolution  of  congress  of  the  27th  of  May, 
1840,  it  was  directed  “that  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy be  authorised  and  instructed  to  take  measures 
for  the  importation  and  erection  of  the  statue  of 
Washington  by  Greenough.”  In  pursuance  of  this 
authority,  the  navy  department  held  a correspon- 
dence with  commodore  Hull,  commanding  on  the 
Mediterranean  station,  who  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  owners  or  master  of  the  ship  “Sea” 
for  the  transportation  of  the  statue  to  the  United 
States.  This  ship,  with  the  statue  on  board,  arriv- 
ed in  this  city  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  now  lies  at 
the  navy  yard. 

As  appropriations  have  become  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  freight  and  other  expenses,  I com- 
municate to  congress  such  papers  as  may  enable  it 
to  judge  of  the  amount  required. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

The  speaker  aLo  laid  before  the  house  the  follow- 
ing communication  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 


Washington,  August  3,  1841. 

Sir:  I herewith  transmit  a communication  re- 
ceived fiom  the  postmaster  general,  to  which  [ 
would  invite  the  attention  of  congress. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  hon.  John  White,  speaker,  tyc. 

Post  office  department,  August  2,  1841. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  statement 
of  the  architect  of  public  buildings,  referring  to  the 
original  estimate  for  the  cost  of  the  new  general 
post  office,  and  to  the  appropriations  heretofore 
made  for  that  purpose.  The  appropriation  of  the 
last  session  was  all  that  was  deemed  necessary  for 
the  present  year,  it  being  then  supposed  that  the 
building  could  not  be  completed  during  the  current 
season.  As  I have  every  confidence  that  it  can  be 
finished  by  the  first  day  of  December  next,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  ask  a further  appropriation  of  se- 
venty-five thousand  (75,000)  dollars,  being  the  ba- 
lance of  the  original  estimate.  It  is  believed  that 
this  sum  will  be  sufficient  for  the  entire  completion 
of  the  edifice. 

I desire  also  to  call  the  attention  of  congress  to 
the  estimate  for  erecting  the  out-buildings,  iron 
railings,  grading,  paving  and  other  contingencies, 
including  the  purchase  of  a vacant  lot  in  the  rear  of 
the  building,  which  should  belong  to  the  govern- 
ment; and  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  adding  a 
a clause  to  the  bill,  giving  the  power  of  applying 
towards  the  purchase  of  furniture  any  balances  of 
these  sums  that  may  remain  after  the  completion  of 
the  building  and  the  other  improvements  contem- 
plated. Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  GRANGER. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  through  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq.  inform- 
ing the  house  that  the  president  had  approved  and 
signed  the  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  maintenance  of  lunatic  paupers  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  John  C.  Clark 
of  New  York,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  a fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Me Clellan  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bolts  (who  w-as  entitled  to  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed the  committee  during  the  hour,  mainly  on 
the  constitutional  question,  and  referring,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  to  many  high  authorities. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tenn.  followed  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Profit  delivered  an  eloquent  and  very  ani- 
mated speech. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Milton  Brown,  who 
strongly  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gamble  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Marshall  obtained  the  floor;  but  yielded  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Stanly  for  the  rising  of  the  committee. 

The  question  being  put,  no  quorum  voted. 

Whereupon  the  committee  rose,  and  the  chairman 
reported  that  they  had  found  themselves  without  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Irwin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which, 
being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  17,  nays  70. 

No  quorum  having  voted — Mr.  Weller  moved  a 
call  of  the  house.  The  vote  on  his  motion  was:  ayes 
64,  noes  23.  Still  no  quorum  voting. 

The  call  thereupon  proceeded,  when  96  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  absentees  were  called,  when  it  appeared  that 
129  members  were  present. 

A quorum  thus  appearing,  the  call  was  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Marshall  now  took  the  floor,  but,  instead  of 
a speech,  presented  an  apology  to  the  house,  on  the 
ground  of  indisposition,  and  expressing  his  hope 
that  he  should  be  permitted  to  address  the  commit- 
tee in  the  morning,  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Weller 
who  occupied  his  allotted  hour  in  an  earnest  speech 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKeon  next  addressed  the  committee  in  a 
very  animated  speech,  also  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alford,  of  Georgia,  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  floor,  and  went  into  a speech  marked  with  his 
usual  earnestness  and  touches  of  humor,  which  fre- 
quently occasioned  merriment,  and  relieved  a long 
and  wearying  debate. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Virginia,  rose,  at  eight  o’clock, 
and  addressed  the  committee  in  decided  opposition 
to  the.  the  bill;  when 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to  a motion  for  the  rising  of  the  committee; 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  progress;  and  the  house,  at  a little  past  9 
o’clock,  adjourned. 
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Agriculture.  We  learn  from  the  Kanawha  Jeffer- 
sonian, that  the  governor  of  Virginia  in  furtherance  of 
a late  act  of  the  legislature,  has  appointed  a board  of  ag- 
riculture, composed  of  eight  gentlemen,  who  are  to 
meet  annually  at  one  of  the  principal  towns  to  discuss 
agricultural  subjects. 

American  antiquities.  It  will  have  been  perceived 
by  those  who  have  read  Mr.  Stevens’  most  attractive 
volumes  of  travels  in  Central  America — and  we  pity 
those  who  have  not — that  he  obtained  information  from 
a “Padre”  or  Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  which  leads 
him  to  feel  pretty  certain  that  there  is  at  this  time  exist- 
ing, in  Vera  Paz,  a city  deserted  and  desolate,  in  a 
state  of  preservation  much  greater  than  the  ruined 
places  which  he  actually  visited,  and  almost  as  perfect 
as  when  its  inhabitants  left  it.  He  also  obtained  infor- 
mation from  the  same  source  of  another  city,  now  ac- 
tually inhabited,  south  of  Chiapas,  which  retains  all  its 
primitive  entireness,  and  is  still  in  the  occupacy  of  the 
Indians;  who  have  never  submitted  to  the  white  inva- 
ders of  the  country,  and  which  has  never  been  con- 
trolled— scarcely  known,  indeed — by  the  Central  Ame- 
rican government.  Here,  then,  is  a field  for  explora- 
tion, and  well  may  Mr.  Stevens  say  that  he  who  visits 
it,  will  “experience  sensations  which  seldom  fall  to  the 
lot  of  man.” 

Mr.  Stevens  isjust  the  one  to  do  it;  and,  we  are  very 
much  deceived  in  the  man  if  he  does  not  undertake 
the  journey  before  he  is  much  older.  The  government 
ought  to  give  him  a commission  that  will  enable  him  to 
travel  with  official  facilities  all  over  the  country. 

[A.  Y.  Courier. 

Banks.  In  die  state  of  Georgia  there  are,  it  is  said, 
ninety  banks,  including  the  several  branches.  This  is 
not  quite  one  bank  for  each  county,  as  there  are  about 
ninety-six  counties  in  the  state.  The  glorious  effects 
of  the  multiplication  of  banks  is  exemplified  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Georgia  currency. 

The  Bank  of  England.  “Among  other  large 
things,  is  the  Bank  of  England,  which  covers  five 
acres  of  ground,  and  employs  over  nine  hundred  clerks. 
Every  thing  for  the  use  of  the  bank  is  made  on  its  own 
premises;  and  the  printing  of  its  notes  is  a large  item. 
A note  once  returned  to  the  bank  is  never  re-issued, 
but  is  filed  away,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  years  is  burnt. 
The  workmen  are  busily  at  work  every  day  of  the 
year,  save  Sunday,  in  printing  notes.  At  the  annual 
burning,  two  days  are  required,  with  a large  fire,  to  de- 
stroy the  old  notes;  and  it  employs  two  men  constant- 
ly in  feeding  the  fires.’’ 

Vice  admiral  Charles  Baudin  has  been  appointed 
maritime  prefect  at  Toulon.  Admiral  Baudin,  says 
the  Times,  “is  the  crack  naval  officer  of  France.  The 
situation  to  which  he  is  named  renders  it  necessary 
that  he  should  reside  in  Toulon,  whither,  in  20 minutes, 
a telegraphic  despatch  might  convey  an  order  that  he 
proceed  to  sea  forthwith,  and  take  the  command  of  the 
French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.’’ 

[Mercantile  Journal. 

Corn  is  in  request  in  Baltimore  and  commands  78 
to  80  cents. 

Cotton  remains  firm  at  previous  rates  in  the  Lon- 
don, Liverpool  and  Havre  markets,  or  rather  it  may  be 
said  to  have  slightly  improved. 

The  cotton  crop.  A letter  from  New  Orleans  says, 
that  should  the  weather  prove  favorable,  the  yield  will 
amount  to  2,000,000  of  bales,  and  perhaps  to  2,300,000. 

The  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line  Delaware,  of  74  guns, 
anchored  off  Annapolis,  on  the  morning  of  the4thinst. 

Defalcation.  Letters  from  New  Orleans  say  that 
the  sudden  death  of  one  of  the  tellers  in  the  Canal 
hank,  had  caused  an  investigation  into  his  accounts 
which,  as  far  as  the  examination  had  proceeded,  had 
disclosed  a deficit  of  over  $80,000. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  107gal08|;  on 
France  5f.27a5.29;  on  Philadelphia  3±;  on  Baltimore 
2j;  Petersburg,  Norfolk,  Raleigh,  Wilmington,  &c.3j; 
Charleston  l|;  on  New  Orleans  4|;  Augusta  5al0; 
Macon  and  Columbus  12j;  Mobile  9|;  St.  Louis  9j; 
Louisville  7 j;  Cincinnati  8;  Nashville  11. 

Flour  has  advanced  in  price  and  is  in  request  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  at  from  $5  87  to  $6  12; 
in  Baltimore,  Howard  street  commands  $6;  city  mills 
of  new  wheat  $6  50. 

Florida.  The  last  accounts  from  Tallahassee  re- 
present the  congestive  fever  raging  in  that  place  and 
its  vicinity  as  unabated.  It  is  said  to  defy  all  remedies, 
and  there  is  scarcely  a family  unattacked.  The  pesti- 
lence is  not  confined  to  one  region  of  country,  but 
spreading  through  the  whole  of  Florida.  A corres- 
pondent of  the  New  York  Post  says: 

“The  virulence  of  the  fever  is  such  that  no  mortal 
power  can  stay  its  ravages,  and  six  hours  generally 
suffice  to  carry  off  its  victims.  The  Asiatic  cholera  is 
not  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  disease  at  present 
raging,  not  only  among  the  United  States  troops,  but 
throughout  the  whole  region  of  Florida.  Never  has  a 
season  of  such  general  and  dreadful  disease  been 
known  in  the  south.” 

Forf.ign  banks.  The  eminent  banking  house  of 
Guymuller  & Co.  at  Vienna,  whose  liabilities  are  re- 
ported to  be  very  heavy,  has  stopped  payment.  This 
stoppage  following  that  of  Messrs.  Steiner,  occasioned 


a regular  panic  in  the  money  market  when  it  first  be- 
came known,  but  by  the  judicious  efforts  of  Messrs. 
Rothschild  and  other  leading  capitalists  at  Vienna, 
confidence  was  rapidly  improving. 

A grape  vine.  A correspondent  of  the  Boston  Post, 
writing  from  London,  gives  a lively  description  of 
Hampton  Court,  and  its  appendages.  Among  the 
things  noticed  is  a grape  vine.  He  says,  “in  a separate 
house  is  a grape  vine,  supposed  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
world.  It  is  thirty  inches  in  circumference  at  the  root — 
its  longest  branch  is  110  feet,  and  it  has  borne  2,500 
bunches  of  grapes.” 

Houston,  . Texas,  which  was  settled  five  years  ago 
has  now  four  thousand  inhabitants,  and  within  the 
same  period,  there  have  been  six  thousand  burials.  An 
average  of  nearly  four  every  day  in  the  year. 

The  hundred  weight.  It  is  not  long  ago  since  the 
Americans  reduced  the  hundred  weight  from  112  to 
100  pounds.  The  odd  12  bothered  them  in  their  cal- 
culations, and  was  observed  not  to  be  of  the  smallest 
use  in  any  respect;  so  having  resolved  to  cut  down  the 
hundredweight  to  what  it  ought  to  be,  namely,  one 
hundred  pounds,  they  immediately,  and  without  any 
fuss,  executed  their  resolution.  This  is  a small  matter, 
but  it  is  the  characteristic  of  the  country  in  which  it 
took  place.  We  question  whether  the  British  could 
manage  to  take  the  odd  twelve  pounds  from  the  hun- 
dred weight  without  a twenty  years’  talk.  It  does  not 
signify  that  nobody  can  explain  how  or  when  the  odd 
twelve  originated.  “There  it  is — that  is  sufficient — it 
must  not  be  meddled  wilh — would  you  ruin  the  coun- 
try with  your  pretended  improvements?  Let  the  hun- 
dred weight  alone — we  have  become  a great  people 
with  it  as  it  is,  and  with  that  let  us  be  content.’’ 

[Chambers. 

Intended  insurrection  of  slaves.  New  Orleans, 
July  22.  The  overseer  of  the  plantation  of  Robert  J. 
Barrow,  of  west  Feliciana,  having  occasion  to  raise 
from  his  bed  late  in  one  of  the  recent  hot  nights,  heard 
what  he  believed  to  be  negroes  conversing  in  one  of 
the  quarters.  On  silently  approaching  the  vicinity  and 
listening,  he  overheard  two  of  the  slaves  discussing 
the  subject  of  a rising  against  the  whites.  This  led  to 
the  examinalion  the  next  morning  of  the  two  fellows, 
when  they  confessed  the  fact,  and  gave  information 
that  led  to  the  arrest  of  several  others  The  alarm  was 
immediately  spread  abroad,  arrests  were  made  in  vari- 
ous plantations,  and  it  was  found  by  the  confessions 
that  they  all  agreed  in  the  main  facts,  that  there  was  to 
be  a general  rise  and  that  the  first  of  August  was  the 
day  agreed  upon. 

A white  man,  a carpenter,  who  had  lately  done  a 
job  of  work  for  Mr.  Barrow,  was  arrested  on  suspi- 
cion, and  examined.  He  said  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  plot — that  he  had  never  said  any  thing  to  the 
negroes  on  the  subject,  but  acknowledged  that  they 
frequently  spoke  to  him,  and  informed  him  all  about  it. 

This  white  man  with  about  forty  negroes,  all  of 
whom  had  confessed  their  knowledge  of  the  intend- 
ed rise,  were  in  the  jail  at  St.  Francisville,  guarded  by 
a company  of  volunteers.  Their  examination  by  a 
competent  tribunal,  was  to  have  commenced  yesterday 
at  10  A.  M. 

At  Woodville,  we  learn  numerous  slaves  were  con- 
fined in  the  jail,  having  confessed  to  the  same  facts  as 
those  arrested  in  Feliciana. 

Longevity.  We  learn  by  the  recent  census,  that 
there  are  250  individuals  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina, 
over  100  years  of  age  making  au  average  of  nearly  four 
to  each  county. 

Gov.  Morehead.  The  speech  of  governor  More- 
head  in  the  senate  on  the  bank  bill,  is  thus  spoken  of 
by  the  Madisonian:  “Previous  to  the  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment, the  senate  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Morehead,  at 
considerable  length,  and  however  we  may  differ  about 
the  constitutionality  of  a bank,  none  can  deny  that  Mr. 
Morehead  presented  the  arguments  and  authorities  in 
its  favor  in  the  strongest  point  of  view.  Mr.  Morehead 
is  the  successor  of  Mr.  Crittenden  in  the  senate,  and  a 
most  capable  one  as  he  has  already  shown.  Kentucky 
seems  to  be  the  foster  place  of  orators.  There  is  Clay, 
and  Crittenden,  and  Morehead,  and  Marshall,  and 
others,  forming  a galaxy  such  as  has  seldom  been  seen 
from  one  state  since  the  palmiest  days  of  old  Virginia. 
As  Mr.  Talhnadge  justly  said,  the  other  day,  in  allu- 
sion to  Mr.  Morehead  and  his  predecessor, 

“Like  the  waves  of  a summer,  as  one  dies  away, 

Another  as  pleasing  and  shining  comes  on.” 

“Mr.  Morehead  stands  among  the  ‘tallest’  of  the 
Kentucky  orators  in  every  point  of  view.  His  speech, 
which  was  listened  to  with  undivided  attention,  by  the 
whole  senate,  and  a very  crowded  auditory,  was  mark- 
ed by  a nervous  eloquence — by  an  occasional  vein  of 
satire,  and  by  frequent  passages  of  rhetorical  beauty.” 

Military  commission.  A field  officer  who  sold  out 
of  the  service,  got  £12,000  for  the  command  of  his  re- 
giment. [London  paper. 

McLeod.  The  Montreal  Courier,  noticing  the  late  de- 
cision of  the  New  York  supreme  court,  says — “Great 
Britain  cannot  in  honor  put  up  with  such  decision,  and 
will  not  allow  Mr.  McLeod  to  be  tried  for  an  act  which 
his  government  has  assumed  as  its  own.  The  time 
has  now  arrived  when  there  can  be  no  more  dally- 
ing about  the  matter;  and  if  our  neighbors  will  persist 
in  their  assumptions,  let  them  take  the  consequences, 
for  however  much  we  should  deprecate  a war  with 


them  under  different  circumstances,  the  sooner  we  de- 
cide this  question  the  better.  England  could  not  have 
a better  cause;  and  in  Canada  we  have  never  been  so 
well  prepared  for  a trial  of  strength  as  at  present. — 
Again  we  say,  if  war  must  come,  let  it  come  at  once, 
for  it  is  very  evident  unless  we  settle  all  our  disputes 
now,  it  will  only  be  putting  off  the  evil  day  to  a period 
when  we  may  not  be  so  well  prepared  to  deal  with  our 
wilful  and  head  strong  neighbors.” 

Needles.  It  is  stated  that  in  the  small  town  of  Red- 
ditch,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  England,  there  are 
upwards  of  70,000,000  of  needles  manufactured  every 
week! 

New  York  state  loans.  The  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce  says  that,  of  the  state  loan  of  $3,000,000, 

6 per  cent,  stock,  for  which  books  were  opened  on 
Monday  last  in  that  city,  less  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  taken. 

Sir  Robert  Peel.  The  Liverpool  Albion  of  the 
19th  ult.  says:  “Sir  Robert  Peel,  not  to  speak  it  pro- 
fanely, appears  to  be  to  the  tories  what  satan  was  to 
the  ancient  Hebrews — a messenger  from  goodness  sent 
to  inflict  evil.  They  respect  his  mission,  but  appre- 
hend a thousand  bad  consequences  from  his  propen- 
sities; like  the  doomed,  who  are  represented  from 
facts  or  fancy,  as  sensible  in  apparent  security,  of 
proximate  disaster  they  refuse  to  find  in  victory  proofs 
of  triumph,  whilst  they  mysteriously  discover  ruin 
to  be  the  positive  result  of  success.  The  evil  genius 
of  their  party  takes  the  form  of  the  man  they  legard 
as  the  leader  of  toryism,  and  they  dread,  with  a kind 
of  prophetic  instinct,  that  the  being  they  are  com- 
pelled to  worship,  is  the  instrument  of  their  final  over- 
throw.” 

A would-be  sailor.  The  ship  Algonquin,  capt.  A. 
Turley,  from  Liverpool,  arrived  this  morning,  and 
among  her  passengers  is  a healthy  stout  female,  16 
years  of  age,  who  shipped  in  Liverpool  as  a sailor  boy, 
being  dressed  in  the  habiliments,  neatly  rigged  from 
top  to  toe,  and  actually  performed  the  duty  of  a lad  on 
board,  going  aloft,  &c.  for  several  days,  when  some 
suspicion  arose  among  the  crew,  which  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  her  sex.  Capt.  T.  immediately  had  her  re- 
moved from  the  forecastle  to  the  steerage,  and  her  dress 
changed  for  female  apparel.  It  appears  she  is  a des- 
titute girl  who  had  taken  this  method  to  get  a passage 
to  America,  where  she  expects  to  find  friends.  She 
shipped  under  the  name  of  “Billy  Stewart,”  and  says 
her  name  is  Isabella  Stewart.  [Philad.  V.  S.  Gaz. 

Rock  salt.  A body  of  rock  salt,  like  that  found  in 
Europe,  has  been  discovered  near  Abington,  Virginia, 
at  the  depth  of  260  feet.  This  is  the  first  that  has  ever 
been  found  in  the  United  States. 

Steamboats.  The  steamer  New  York  from  New 
Haven  on  Monday,  brought  to  New  York  325  pas- 
sengers, at  12j  cents  each. 

Stocks  have  declined,  the  price  of  U.  S.  bank  shares 
fell  to  14j  in  New  York  on  Wednesday,  without  our 
being  able  to  distinguish  the  cause.  Canal  fives  of 
1858  sold  at  85;  Indiana  bonds  at  55 J. 

Suit  against  Mr.  Biddle.  Yesterday  a “nar’’  [de- 
claration] was  tiled  in  the  case  of  the  president,  direc  tors 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  versus  Ni- 
cholas Biddle.  The  damages  are  laid  at  one  million 
of  dollars.  For  the  plaintiff,  Messrs.  Rawle,  Wharton 
and  F.  W.  Hubbell.  For  the  defendant,  Messrs.  Ran- 
dall, Dallas  and  Meredith.  [17.  S.  Gazette. 

Mr.  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  arrived  at  Boston  in  the  Acadia,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  New  York,  which  he  reached  on  the 
3d  instant,  and  was  immediately  summoned  before  the 
custom  house  investigating  committee  now  in  session 
there. 

Travelling.  The  number  of  persons  travelling  on 
the  Hudson  river  is  said  to  be  greater  this  season  than 
at  any  time  since  1836. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  August  3, 
1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837,  1838,  1839  and 
1840  $26,6S1,337  53 

Redeemed  of  those  issues  23,823,667  55 


Leaving  outstanding  $2,857,669  9S 

Issued  under  the  act  of  February, 

1841,  viz: 

Prior  to  March  4 673, 6S1  32 
Since  March  4 4,973,251  58 

5,646.932  90 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  199,266  30 

Leaving  outstanding 5,447,666  60 


Making  the  aggregate  outstanding  on  the 

1st  instant  $8,305,336  53 

T.  EWING,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Westward  ho!  The  Milwaukie  Sentinel  says — 
“There  never  has  been  a time  when  settlers  were  flock- 
ing into  Wiskonsan  in  greater  numbers  than  now. — 
Every  boat  brings  us  large  numbers  of  immigrants  of 
the  most  respectable  character,  and  the  immigration 
by  land  is  considerable.  The  position  of  the  territory 
is  an  enviable  one,  and  the  inducement  for  settlers  is 
greater  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  west.” 

Wheat  is  selling  at  Philadelphia  at  127;  in  Baltimore 
at  130al37  for  red,  and  140  for  white- 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

British  America.  Amongst  the  despatches 
from  the  home  government,  recently  laid  before  the 
legislature  of  Canada,  is  one  from  lord  John  Rus- 
sell, expressing  in  the  following  emphatic  language, 
the  determination  of  England  to  maintain  her  au- 
thority over  her  possessions  on  this  continent.  “In 
any  measures,”  lord -John  Russell  says,  “that  may 
be  adopted  it  must  be  taken  for  granted  that  her 
majesty  persists  in  the  determination  to  maintain  at 
all  hazards  her  royal  authority  in  Canada.  Neither 
the  honor  of  her  majesty's  crown,  nor  the  support 
due  to  her  loyal  subjects  in  British  North  America, 
nor  the  provident  care  of  the  empire  at  large,  would 
permit  any  deviation  from  this  fixed  principle  of 
British  policy. 

“At  the  same  time  her  majesty’s  advisers  are  not 
insensible  to  the  difficulties  imposed  upon  them  in 
carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  of  the  crown. 
A province  bordered  by  an  open  frontier  of  more 
than  a thousand  miles — approached  with  ease  at  all 
times  by  the  citizens  of  a neighboring  and  power- 
ful state,  separated  from  England  not  only  by  the 
ocean,  but  by  the  rigors  of  climate  ana  season, 
must  be  maintained  by  a judicious  preparation  for 
defence  in  time  of  peace,  and  a rigorous  exertion  of 
the  resources  of  the  empire  in  time  of  war,  or  not  at 
all.  To  trifle  with  the  fortunes  of  men  whose  lives 
and  properties  are  freely  devoted  to  the  service  of 
England,  or  to  encourage  foreign  aggression  by 
neglect  or  apathy  would  be  far  worse  than  the 
spontaneous  surrender  of  these  important  posses- 
sions of  the  crown.  The  Canadians  might,  in  such 
a case,  incur  no  risk;  no  blood  need  be  shed;  and 
the  treasures  of  the  empire  might  be  spared.  The 
other  course  would  be  cruel  to  a brave  people,  and 
unbecoming  the  character  of  the  country. 

“But  as  I have  already  said  we  have  no  alterna- 
tive, we  have  only  to  consider  the  means  of  binding 
Canada  more  firmly  to  this  country,  of  developing 
her  resources,  of  strengthening  her  British  popula- 
tion, of  defending  her  territory,  and  of  supporting 
and  encouraging  the  loyal  spirit  of  her  people.” 

ENGLISH  IN  CHINA. 

The  foreign  news  by  the  Columbia,  published  in 
Saturday’s  American,  was  calculated  to  arrest  at- 
tention by  the  unexpected  suddenness  of  its  arrival, 
as  well  as  by  reason  of  its  great  importance.  The 
British  are  in  possession  of  Canton!  How  strangely 
it  sounds — how  incredibly  would  such  an  event  have 
appeared  if  it  had  been  predicted  five  years  ago! 

With  every  successive  collision  between  the  Chi- 
nese and  their  invaders,  the  iinbicility  of  the  former 
appears  more  and  more  manifest.  The  conquest 
of  Mexico  and  Peru  by  the  Spaniards  under  Cortes 
and  Pizzario,  affords  the  only  parallel  to  the  warfare 
now  urged  in  the  celestial  empire.  How  far  the 
supremacy  of  Great  Britain  may  be  established 
over  that  country  would  seem  to  depend  entirely 
on  the  extent  of  the  views  of  policy  that  may  direct 
her  movements,  if  Canton  could  be  taken  without  the 
loss  of  a single  man,  there  is  not  much  reason  to  ap- 
prehend effectual  resistance  to  any  enterprise  which 
the  invading  forces  may  see  proper  to  undertake. 

When  lord  Clive  carried  the  British  standard  from 
victory  to  victory  in  Hindostan,  at  the  first  conquest 
of  that  region,  the  spirit  of  plunder,  once  quickened 
by  the  sight  of  vast  treasures  lying  at  the  feet  of 
the  conquerors,  gave  a powerful  impulse  to  the 
progress  of  the  invaders.  If  this  same  spirit  should 
be  aroused  by  the  sack  of  Canton,  who  can  venture 
to  guess  where  its  ravages  will  be  stopped  in  an 
empire  where  the  accumulated  wealth  of  centuries 
is  deposited?  The  amount  of  precious  metals  in 
China — particularly  silver — must  be  immense.  For 
the  system  of  commerce  long  since  established  there, 
has  tended  to  bring  coin  into  the  country  and  to 
prevent  its  exportation. 

Vol  X — Sig.  24. 


It  is  an  idea  which  strongly  moves  the  imagina- 
tion— that  which  presents  to  us  the  spectacled  an 
army  of  foreigners  in  the  midst  of  a Chinese  city, 
whose  walls  for  ages  and  centuries  have  been  jea- 
lously closed  against  the  entrance  of  a stranger. 
The  curiosity  of  the  civilized  world  is  aroused  to 
know  what  sights — what  objects — will  be  there  pre- 
sented to  the  gaze  of'armed  intruders. 

Nor  is  there  less  of  interest  in  considering  that  this 
successful  invasion  of  a vast  empire  has  been  made 
by  a nation  inhabiting  a remote  little  island  in  the 
western  extremity  of  Europe — a spot  insignificant 
in  itself,  yet  rendered  by  the  power  of  intellect  one 
of  the  chief  focal  points  of  this  world’s  doings. — 
What  must  be  the  inherent  greatness  of  that  race 
which,  from  a mere  foothold  as  a starting  place,  has 
diffused  its  spirit  and  extended  its  power  to  the  ex- 
tremety  of  the  earthi-conquering  the  wilderness  of 
nature  in  one  hemisphere,  and  overthrowing  em- 
pires in  the  other!  Such  results,  if  they  teach  no- 
thing else,  will  at  least  show  that  in  the  mind  of 
man  dwell  the  true  elements  of  human  power — that 
ideas  and  principles  are  real  things,  whereunto  the 
outward  paraphernalia  of  state  and  circumstance  are 
subservient — mere  instruments,  having  no  efficacy 
in  themselves.  [Balt.  Amer. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  cmd 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Alexander  P.  Field,  secretary  for  the  territory  of 
Wiskonsan. 

Isaac  Otis,  to  be  Unitad  States  marshal,  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Officers  of  the  customs — Collectors. 

Leonard  Denison,  Sackett’s  harbor.  New  York. 

William  J.  Grayson,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Surveyors. 

Perry  Smith,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Lonson  Nash,  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Elliott  R.  Hopkins,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

JohnT.  Coliis,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Land  officers — Registers. 

James  Woodson  Bates,  Johnson  C.  H.  Ark. 

Nathaniel  Pendleton  Taylor,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ira  Porter,  Ionia,  Michigan. 

Receivers. 

Alfred  Henderson,  Johnson  C.  H.  Ark. 

Cyrus  Lovell,  Ionia,  Mich. 

Jame3  P.  Harrison,  Natchitoches,  La. 

Minister  to  Brazil.  Letters  from  Washing- 
ton intimate  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  send  a full  minister  to  Brazil,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Hunter,  our  charge  d’affaires.  It  is  stated  as 
a reason  for  the  appointment  of  a minister,  that  the 
present  is  a peculiarly  appropriate  lime  for  extend- 
ing our  relations  with  Brazil,  as  our  treaty  with  her 
expires  in  1842. 

The  treaty  between  Brazil  and  England  expires 
in  1844,  and  the  former  government  is  not  disposed 
to  renew  it, — for  very  good  reasons  too;  for  w hile 
the  treaty  admits  English  manufactures  into  Brazil 
at  a duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  it  makes  no  provision 
for  the  admission  of  Brazilian  productions  into  Eng 
land,  other  than  the  duty  shall  be  no  higher  than 
on  similar  productions  from  other  countries.  Under 
this  treaty  British  manufactures  to  the  value  of 
about  $25,000,009,  are  annually  imported  into  Bra- 
zil, while  the  chief  staples  of  Brazil,  except  cotton, 
are  virtually  prohibited  in  England.  There  is  a 
strong  disposition  in  Brazil  to  encourage  their  own 
manufactures,  by  discriminating  and  retaliatory  du- 
ties, and  England  must  submit  to  other  and  more 
equal  terms  in  the  renewal  of  the  treaty. 

[Newburyport  Mercury. 

[We  see  that  the  secretary  of  state  asks  for  an 
appropiiation  for  a full  minister  to  Brazil.] 

The  fiscal  bank  bill,  which  we  announced 
the  passage  of  in  the  last  Register,  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  president  on  Friday  the  6th  inst.— 
since  which  the  most  intense  anxiety  has  been 
evinced  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  signed  or 
vetoed.  Up  to  the  hour  at  which  this  number  goes 
to  press,  nothing  has  been  ascertained. 

Protective  duties.  It  is  admitted  by  politi- 
cians on  all  sides  that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  a 
good  government  is  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence. For  this  purpose  public  sentiment  calls  for 


an  increase  of  our  naval  strength;  for  additional 
fortifications  at  important  points;  for  the  establish- 
ment of  armories;  for  the  construction  of  steam 
batteries,  and  so  on.  The  recent  passage  of  the 
home  squadron  bill  gave  great  and  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

In  case  of  a war  with  a foreign  power — an  event 
which  is  always  to  be  looked  forward  to  as  possi- 
ble— such  preparations  as  we  have  spoken  of  will 
have  their  use.  But  there  are  other  raean9  of  na- 
tional defence  no  less  useful;  and  with  the  further 
advantage  of  being  highly  promotive  of  public  pros- 
perity in  time  of  peace.  We  may  illustrate  what 
we  here  have  referred  to  by  the  following  remarks 
of  the  London  Quarterly  respecting  the  real  ob- 
jects of  the  British  protective  policy:  “The  safety 
of  this  country”  says  the  Review,  “depends  on  its 
navy;  and  a navy  is  not  merely  a collection  of  well 
fabricated  machines — which  may  be  erected  at  any 
time,  and  to  any  extent,  by  almost  any  nation  able 
and  willing  to  undertake  the  necessary  expense. 
The  real  essential  strength  of  a navy  is  that  which 
never  can  be  created  pro  re  nata,  by  any  expense  or 
any  efforts — and  ample  and  constant  supply  of  hardy 
and  skilful  seamen.  An  army  may  be  created  in  a 
comparatively  short  period  out  of  any  population, 
and  out  of  the  least  instructed  part  of  any  popula- 
tion; but  seamen  can  only  be  made  by  early  prac- 
tice and  long  experience  of  the  sea;  and  these 
again  can  only  be  supplied  by  maritime  commerce. 
This  was  the  policy  and  basis  of  our  navigation  laws; 
and  this  is  the  true,  or  at  least  the  greatest  value  of 
our  colonial  possessions;  this  accidental  and  excep- 
tional necessity  which  distinguishes  the  insular  em- 
pire of  Britain  from  all  other  states,  creates  and  im- 
poses on  us  an.  exceptional  line  of  policy — to  which 
the  situation  of  other  countries  affords  no  analogy, 
and  the  general  theories  of  economists  have  no  ap- 
plication.” 

The  Review  goe3  on  to  show  the  special  applica- 
tion of  its  remarks  by  an  example — thus:  “If  fo- 

reign ships  could  bring  us  sugar  at  Id.  a pound, 
while,  if  conveyed  by  the  better  and  therefore  more 
expensive  system  of  English  navigation,  it  were 
to  cost  2d.  the  additional  penny  would  not  be  a 
mere  tax  upon  sugar,  but  part  of  the  price  paid  for 
the  education,  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  a supe- 
rior class  of  native  seamen — without  whom  in  day 
of  danger  it  would  little  avail  us  that  we  had  during 
a long  peace  obtained  sugar  at  Id.  a pound,” 

It  is  not  a mere  “accidental  or  exceptional  neces- 
sity” which  renders  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in 
this-  particular  proper  and  judicious.  The  same 
necessity  applies  to  any  commercial  nation  that 
must  maintain  an  efficient  navy.  But  this  refers 
more  especially  to  discriminating  tonnage  duties  on 
vessels. 

The  same  course  of  reasoning,  however,  comes 
with  equal  force  to  support  that  system  of  protec- 
tive duties  which  looks  to  the  fostering  of  domestic 
interests,  when  those  interests  are  necessary  to  the 
nation's  defence  in  time  of  war.  Thus  with  regard 
to  iron  and  coal — both  of  which  articles  are  essen- 
tial in  the  construction  and  use  of  steamers,  to  say 
nothing  of  other  applications — there  ought  to  be  an 
entire  self-dependence  on  native  resources.  Why 
should  we  look  to  Wales  and  Sweden  for  supplies 
of  iron,  or  to  Pictou  for  coal,  when  b.oth  may  be  had 
in  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia?  It 
is  not  only  that  we  pay  annually  large  sums  abroad 
for  iron  and  iron,  manufactures  which  could  be  had 
at  home — the  worst  of  it  is  that  we  are.  withdraw- 
ing from  our  own  domestic  establishments  that  en- 
couragement, which,  if  extended,  would  build 
them  up  securely,  and  enable  them  in  time  of  emer- 
gency to  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  government 
with  the  most  potent  sinews  of  war.  Skill  and 
dexterity  in  all  sorts  of  handicraft  are  the  results 
of  much  practice;  they  are  not  to  be  had  at  a mo- 
raent’s  warning.  Nor  are  the  means  of  large  sup- 
plies, when  unexpectedly  wanted,  to  be  furnished 
forthwith.  There  must  be  large  investments  pre- 
viously; and  these  will  be  made  only  when  I he  po- 
licy of  the  government  is  favorable  and  to  be  de- 
pended upon. 

Protection,  such  as  we  refer  to,  is  judicious  only 
when  there  is  a substantial  basis  for  the  interest 
protected.  When  nature  has  granted  this,  human 
care  and  foresight  are  invited  by  the  very  fact. — 
The  abundant  resources  of  this  country  in  the  (wo 
most  important  elements  of  mineral  wealth  are  well 
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known.  Surely  it  is  not  wise  that  these  should  be 
suffered  to  lie  dormant  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
when  by  the  policy  of  government  they  might  be 
brought  forth,  to  give  exercise  to  industry,  to  in- 
crease the  store  of  national  production,  and  to  add 
strength  to  the  arm  of  public  defence. 

[Ball.  Amer. 

Weights  and  measures.  A report  from  the 
superintendent  of  standard  weights  and  measures 
has  been  communicated  to  congress  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  announcing  the  completion  of 
the  final  series,  (the  ounce  weights).  We  perceive 
by  it  that  it  is  deemed  important  that  the  governors 
of  the  several  states  be  invited  to  send  directions 
to  the  treasury  department  to  whom  and  how  these 
standards  may  be  forwarded,  in  order  to  reach  their 
aim  of  public  utility.  There  might  then  also  be 
forwarded,  at  the  same  time,  the  yards,  and  some 
of  the  sets  of  the  large  weights,  which  remain  still 
in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury  department,  uncalled 
for,  to  bring  them  into  that  actual  use  which,  at  the 
time  of  their  beginning,  seemed  so  much  desired. 
Mr.  Hassler  states  that  with  the  present  delivery, 
the  task  of  the  construction  of  standards  of  the 
weights  for  the  states,  as  well  as  for  the  custom 
houses,  is  completely  absolved.  The  sets  of  ounce 
•weight  for  the  states,  begin  with  the  ten  ounce 
weight,  and  go  down,  decimally  subdivided,  to  the 
one-ten-thousandths  of  the  ounce.  A number  of 
standard  yards  sufficient  for  all  the  states,  and  for 
some  of  the  custom  houses,  were  completed  last 
year.  [ Madisonian . 


passed  the  house,  made  the  following  appropria- 
tions: 

For  the  forts  in  Boston  harbor 

. $180,000 

New  Bedford  .... 

5,000 

Newport.  R.  I.  . . 

45,000 

New  London,  Ct. 

45,000 

Fort  Niagara  .... 

20,000 

Fort  Ontario,  Oswego 

. 15,000 

Forts  near  New  York  . 

. 139,000 

Fort  Delaware  .... 

50,000 

Forts  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

5,000 

Fort  Washington 

35,000 

Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point 

. 115,000 

Forts  Caswell  and  Johnson,  &c. 

. 5,000 

Forts  near  Charleston,  S.  C.  &e.  . 

. 45,000 

Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah 

35,000 

Fort  Marion,  &c.  St.  Augustine  . 

. 25,000 

Forts  at  Pensacola 

65,000 

Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  . 

. 40,000 

Fort  Livingston,  Barataria  Bay 

. 30,000 

Forts  near  New  Orleans 

. 50,000 

Contingencies  for  fortifications  . 

15,000 

Incidental  expenses  for  the  same  . 

, 55,000 

For  fortifications 

$1,019,000 

For  current  expenses  of  ordnance  ser- 
vice $25,000 

Purchase  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  75,000 

Armament  of  fortifications  100,000 
Purchase  of  saltpetre  and 

brimstome  20,000 


For  preventing  and  repressing  Indian 
hostilities  under  various  heads 


$220,000  00 


833,137  80 


Making  a total  appropriated  by  this 

bill,  as  it  passed  the  house,  of  $2,022,637  86 

It  has  since  passed  the  senate,  with  some  amend- 
ments, one  of  which  appropriates  $100,000  lor  arm- 
ed steamers  on  Lake  Erie;  another  $75,000  for  an 
armory  in  the  west;  and  another,  $50,000  for  bar- 
racks and  defensive  works  at  Detroit. 

At  present  the  British  have  two  armed  steamers 
on  Lage  Erie  apd  we  nope, 

Indian  war.  A battle  recently  took  place  near 
Council  Bluffs,  between  the  Pottawattamies  and 
Sioux  Indians,  in  which  five  Sioux,  (the  whole  parr 
ty),  were  killed,  and  three  Pottawattamies  killed 
and  one  wounded.  The  party  of  Pottawattamies 
■yyas  about  25  in  number. 

After  this,  a party  of  about  30  Pottawattamies 
went  out  ip  search  of  Sioux,  and  as  nothing  had 
been  heard  from  them  at  Council  Bluffs,  it  was 
thought  that  the  Pattawattamies  had  been  entirely 
put  off  or  captured. 

The  British  movements.  The  St.  Johns 
flourier  of  July  31st,  learns  from  Mr.  Perley,  who 
has  just  returned  from  Temiseouata,  that  while  he 
was  there,  p^ptain  Nelson,  of  the  royal  engineers, 
prriyed  tfyere  express  from  Quebec,  with  instruc- 
tions to  put  tfie  various  frontier  posts,  npw  held  by 
detachments  of  tl}p  §6th  regiment  jn  an  efficient 
state  of  defence  without  delay.  Musket-proof  de- 


fenders around  the  barracks  at  Temiseouata  were 
forthwith  commenced,  and  captain  Nelson  then 
proceeded  to  the  Degele  and  the  Little  Falls  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Madawaska  river,  where  a new  and 
very  strong  block  house  is  now  in  course  of  erec- 
tion. 

Captain  Nelson  remain  at  the  Little  Falls  to  su- 
perintend the  completion  of  the  block  house,  and 
despatched  lieutenant  Norton  of  the  56th,  [as  act- 
ing officer  of  engineers]  / and  Mr.  Tennant,  of  the 
commissariat,  to  the  Grand  Falls,  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  all  the  guns  and  stores  placed  there  to 
the  block  house,  and  also  to  bring  up  the  artillery- 
men stationed  there  to  the  same  place.  Mr.  Perley 
left  the  Grand  Falls  last  Saturday,  when  the  packing 
of  the  stores  bad  commenced,  and  it  was  understood 
that  the  whole  would  move  upwards  on  Wednesday 
last  in  flat  boats  which  were  getting  ready.  It  was 
said  (says  the  Courier)  that  these  arrangements 
were  made  in  consequence  of  an  apprehension  that 
some  difficulty  might  arise  between  Mr.  Fox  and 
the  American  government,  in  consequence  of  the 
apparent  determination  to  place  Mr.  McLeod  upon 
his  trial  for  murder,  and  it  was  therefore  deemed 
prudent  to  put  these  posts  in  a state  of  defence,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  communication 
by  land  between  this  province  and  Canada  being 
suddenly  cut  off. 

The  detachment  of  the  56th,  at  the  Little  Falls, 
is  under  the  command  of  lieut.  J.  Smith;  the  post  at 
the  Degele  is  held  by  capt.  Walinsey  and  his  com- 
pany, and  the  post  at  Lemiseonnta,  is  commanded 
by  captain  Charlewood. 

Great  Britain  is  thus  going  ahead  very  fast  with 
its  encroachments  in  Maine.  Will  the  American 
government  note  its  progress? 

Statue  of  Washington.  Greenough’s  statue 
ofWashington  has  arrived  at  Washington  from  Italy. 
It  is  said  that  the  doorway  of  the  capital  is  not  large 
enough  to  admit  it  to  its  destined  position  in  the  ro- 
tunda. A foreign  journal  thus  speaks  of  the  per- 
former— “Truly  may  it  be  said,  ‘blessed  are  they 
who  do  not  expect;’  for. where  I expected  to  be  dis- 
appointed I was  more  than  delighted.  I had  heard 
much,  so  much,  of  Greenough’s  colossal  statue  of 
Washington,  that  I thought  it  utterly  impossible 
that  it  could  produce  an  effect  upon  me  propor- 
tionate to  the  praises  I had  heard  bestowed  upon  it, 
especially  as  I remembered  the  almost  digust  with 
which  I had  looked  at  Throwaldsen’s  modern  sta- 
tue— that  is,  modernly  dressed  statue  of  lord  Byron, 
and  to  say  the  least  of  it,  Washington,  particularly 
when  magnified,  was  a more  unpoetical,  therefore  a 
more  difficult  subject.  But  the  manner  in  which 
Greenough  has  executed  his  almost  impossible  task 
is  only  another  proof  that  genius  can  infuse  a ma- 
gic into  the  commonest  and  mo3t  commonplace 
things,  just  as  a man  was  a mass  of  inanimate  clay 
‘of  the  earth,  earthy,’  till  God  breathed  immortality 
into  him,  and  so  formed  him  after  his  own  image. 

Nothing  can  be  more  human,  and  at  the  same 
time  more  godlike,  than  his  colossal  statue  of  Wash- 
ington. It  is  a sort  of  domestic  jupiter — the  sub- 
lime repose  and  simplicity  of  the  whole  figure,  unit- 
ed, as  it  is,  with  exceeding  energy  of  expression, 
is  perfectly  classical,  without  the  slightest  abstract 
imitation,  for  the  artist  seems  to  have  embodied  Se- 
naca’s  admirable  advice  as  to  style — similem  esse  ie 
volo,  quomodo  filium,  non  quomodo  imaginem,  as  there 
is  no  mistaking  the  pure  lineage  of  this  statue. — 
Being  intended  to  fill  the  central  position  in  the  ca- 
pitol  of  the  United  Slates,  he  has  addressed  his  sta- 
tue of  Washington  to  a distant  posterity,  and  made 
it  rather  a poetical  abstract  of  his  whole  career,  than 
the  chronicler  of  any  deed,  or  any  leading  feature  of 
his  life.  He  is,  therefore,  seated  as  first  magistrate, 
and  extends  with  his  left  hand  a sword,  the  emblem 
of  his  military  command,  towards  the  people;  as  the 
sovereign,  he  points  heavenward  with  his  right 
hand;  by  this  double  gesture  is  conveyed  the  idea 
of  an  entire  abrogation  of  self,  and  making  the  pa- 
triot a conductor,  as  it  were,  between  God  and  man. 

The  chair  in  which  he  is  seated,  being  too  large 
to  be  left  mute,  tells  also  its  history.  The  su- 
perior part  is  richly  ornamented  with  acanthus,  and 
garlands  of  flowers,  while  the  base  is  solid,  simple 
and  massive,  which  plainly  indicates  that  high  cul- 
tivatiop  is  the  proper  result  of  sound  government, 
and  that  nations,  when  planted  and  well  tilled, 
must  flourish  as  well  as  grow.  By  the  figure  of 
the  Cojufnbus,  which  leans  against  the  back  of 
the  chair  on  the  left  side,  is  connected  the  his- 
tory pf  America  with  that  of  Europe,  while  that 
of  the  Indian  chief  on  the  right  is  emblematic  of 
the  state  America  was  in  when  civilization  first 
dawned  upon  it.  The  bas-relief  on  the  right  side  of 
the  chair,  which  was  the  first  crest  of  American 
arms,  is  the  rising  sun  under  which  is  inscribed, 
Magnes  ab  integio  saclorum  nascitur  ordo.  The  re- 
|ivo  on  the  leftside  represents  the  genii  of  North  and  i 


South  America,  under  the  forms  of  the  infants  Her- 
cules and  Ighiclus,  the  latter  shrinking  in  dread, 
whilst  the  former  struggles  successfully  with  the 
obstacles  and  dangers  of  an  incipient  political  exis- 
tence. The  motto  for  this  bas-relief  is,  Incipe 
posse  puer  cui  non  risere  parentes.  In  this  statue, 
Greenough  has  achieved  a glorious  work  and  one 
that  cannot  fail  to  reach  its  destination — namely, 
the  distant  posterity  to  which  it  is  addressed. 

the  army. 

Glorious  news  from  Florida!  Coacoochee's  whole 
band  in — close  of  the  Florida  war.  By  the  U.  S. 
steamer  gen.  Taylor,  capt.  Peck,  arrived  at  Savan- 
nah, August  7,  we  have  the  gratifying  intelligence 
from  Florida,  that  the  war  for  the  ninety-ninth 
time,  may  now  be  considered  as  at  an  end.  Wild 
Cat’s  whole  band,  men,  women,  children  and  ne- 
groes, 160  in  all  have  come  in  at  Tampa,  and  40 
more  Indians  of  another  band  were  on  their  way, 
and  were  expected  at  Tampa  in  two  days.  A gen- 
tleman who  came  on  in  the  gen,  Taylor,  says  that 
he  does  not  think  another  rifle  will  be  fired  by  the 
enemy. 

When  Coacoochee’s  family  came  in,  col.  Worth 
told  him  that  he  might  go  on  shore  from  the  schoo- 
ner where  he  is  confined  and  see  them.  He  refus- 
ed to  go,  saying  that  though  he  was  anxions  to  see 
his  family,  he  would  not  permit  them  to  see  him  in 
irons.  The  colonel  finally  consented  to  let  him  go 
on  shore  without  his  shackles,  and  after  a warm 
greeting  with  his  family,  he  dined  with  the  colo- 
nel, and  then  returned  on  board  the  schooner.  As 
soon  as  his  irons  were  replaced,  he  told  col.  Worth 
that  he  had  but  one  request  more  to  make,  and  that 
was,  to  allow  him  and  his  people  to  go  west  as 
soon  as  possible! 

We  understand  that  col.  Worth  on  taking  com- 
mand in  Florida,  set  the  first  day  of  January,  1842, 
as  the  time  of  closing  this  war.  From  his  admira- 
ble management  and  indomitable  perseverance,  se- 
conded by  the  gallant  officers  and  troops  now  in  the 
field,  there  is  every  prospect  that  he  will  redeem 
his  pledge.  Should  he  succeed,  he  will  have  the 
honor  of  accomplishing  what  older  and  more  expe- 
rienced commanders  have  failed  to  perform. 

During  the  war  many  of  the  officers  of  our  gal- 
lant little  army  have  distinguished  themselves,  and 
more  of  them  would  have  done  so,  had  opportuni- 
ties been  presented.  It  had  been  a field  in  which 
there  has  been  plenty  of  hard  service  and  but  little 
glory  to  be  obtained.  Every  thing  however,  that 
could  ye  done,  has  been  done,  and  we  are  glad  once 
more  to  see  a prospect  of  speedily  subduing  the 
enemy. 

The  first  regiment  of  infantry  now  in  Florida 
have  been  ordered  to  Fort  Crawford,  Prairie  da 
Chien;  Upper  Mississippi.  They  are  to  leave  im- 
mediately. 

The  steamer  Charles  Downing,  capt.  Dent,  arriv- 
ed on  Thursday  from  St.  Augustine.  We  are  in- 
debted to  our  correspondent  of  the  News  office,  for 
the  following  intelligence: 

St.  Augustine,  August  3,  1841. 

The  steamer  Win.  Gaston,  capt.  Somers,  arrived 
this  afternoon  from  southern  posts.  The  large  scout 
started  from  Key  Biscayne  and  Fort  Dallas,  from 
the  Everglades,  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  30th 
ult.  consisting  of  six  companies  artillery,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Burke,  and  a number  of  sailors 
and  marines  under  the  command  of  captain  Rogers 
and  lieutenant  Sloan,  of  the  navy — amounting  in  all 
to  about  400  men  and  50  canoes,  with  which  they 
anticipate  accomplishing  much  towards  the  close  of 
this  protracted  war.  We  heartily  wish  them  success, 
and,  look  forward  with  no  ordinary  anxiety  for  the 
accomplishment  of  much  good. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn,  that  that  gallant  officer, 
major  Childs,  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  ex- 
pedition was  left  sick  at  Fort  Dallas.  The  posts 
south,  are  generally  very  healthy,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  cases  of  slight  fever  owing  to  the  ex- 
posure of  the  men  to  the  sun. 

Major  Childs  has  issued  an  order  for  the  removal 
of  all  the  stores  and  store  houses,  from  Key  Bis- 
cayne to  Fort  Dallas,  and  will  break  up  that  post 
(the  Key)  entirely. 

The  accounts  from  Key  West  are  of  the  most  de- 
plorable nature.  The  yellow  fever  is  said  to  be  rag- 
ing at  that  place,  and  very  fatal;  a large  number 
have  already  fallen  victims  to  it.  One  of  the  unfor- 
tunate victims  i9  Mr.  Landon  C.  Henry. 

The  feverhas  been  still  worse  at  Havana,  and  we 
learn  that  there  are  nine  American  ships  now  lying 
in  that  port  without  a soul  on  board,  all  having  died 
of  the  prevailing  fever. 

We  have  no  further  news  from  Tampa  Bay  to 
communicate,  since  the  last  intelligence  of  the  In- 
dians coming  in  very  rapidly.  [ Republican . 

The  season  has  been  exceeding  unhealthy  in 
Middle  Florida.  A letter  dated  Tallahasse,  July 
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27,  says,  “Our  country  has  been  anil  still  is  in  a 
dreadful  situation  from  sickness.  You  can’t  ima- 
gine our  distress.  Some  of  the  planters  will  lose 
their  crops  from  the  sickness  of  their  hands.  One 
of  my  nephews  working  30  hands,  has  not  one  at 
work.” 

Removal  of  the  United  Stales  troops.  The  Buffalo 
Commercial  of  Saturday  last,  says:  “There  was  a 
brilliant  review  at  the  barracks  this  morning,  and, 
at  the  close,  the  several  companies  marched  through 
some  of  our  principal  streets,  making  a fine  and  sol- 
dierlike display.  We  understand  the  regiment  will 
leave  some  time  next  week  for  the  seaboard.  Its 
head  quarters  will  be  at  Fort  Columbus,  in  New 
York  bay,  but  several  companies  will  be  detailed 
to  garrison  the  various  posts  from  Fortress  Monroe, 
in  Virginia,  to  Newport,  R.  I.” 

THE  NAVY. 

The  United  Stales  ship  of  the  line  Delaware,  com. 
Morris,  74  guns,  now  lying  in  Annapolis  toads, 
ready  for  sea,  has  a full  crew  of  fine  looking  fel- 
lows, and  is  in  stylish  order  in  every  respect. — 
President  Tyler,  several  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments— and  a nuinberof  the  members  of  each  house 
of  congress  are  to  leave  Washington  in  the  seven 
o’clock  cars  for  Annapolis  this  morning,  14th  inst. 
on  a visit  to  the  ship. 

The  Delaware,  we  understand,  is  destined  for  the 
Brazillian  station. 

Steamboats  crowed  with  persons  curious  to  ex- 
amine so  novel  and  imposing  a sight,  arrive  every 
hour  from  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  &c.  and  have  been 
very  cordially  received  by  the  polite  officers  on 
board. 

Little  short  of  a thousand  visiters  were  on  board  at 
the  time  we  enjoyed  the  novel  scene  on  Thursday 
last. 

United  States  frigate  Brandywine,  from  N.  York 
for  the  Mediterranean,  was  spoken  16th  ult.  lat  43 
52,  Ion.  30  40. 

At  Rio  J aneiro,  J uly  1st,  were  the  following  ves- 
sels: United  States  frigate  Potomac,  captain  Storer; 
sloops  of  war  Concord,  commander  Boardmon,  and 
Decatur,  commander  Ogden;  and  schooner  Enter- 
prise, lieutenant  Goidsborough. 

The  French  frigate  Arm'ide,  admiral  Jlrnaus,  came 
to  anchor  in  Hampton  roads  on  the  9th  instant  from 
Point  Petre,  (Gaud.)  Two  French  brigs-of-war 
are  expected  from  the  same  place. 

British  armed  steamers.  The  Buffalo  Commercial 
states  that  both  the  armed  steamships  are  now  at 
Chippewa,  ready  tor  service.  On  Thursday  last, 
the  Toronto  passed  down  the  Niagara  river,  and  the 
Minos,  with  the  sanguinary  symbol  of  St.  George 
flying  at  the  main  gait,  on  the  day  following. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  BANK  BILL. 

IN  UNITED  STATES  SENATE,  JULY  1,  1841. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  strike  out  a part  of  the  16th 
article  ot  the  11th  section  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert 
the  following: 

“That  the  said  corporation  shall  establish  a com- 
petent office  of  discount  and  deposite  in  any  state, 
by  tlie  assent  of  the  legislature  of  such  state,  when- 
ever the  directors  may  think  fit  so  to  do;  and  when 
established,  the  office  shall  not  be  withdrawn  with- 
out the  assent  of  congress;  and  the  said  corporation 
shall  have  power  to  commit  the  management  of  the 
said  offices  and  the  business  thereof,  respective!)’, 
to  such  persons,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they 
shall  deem  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  the 
constitution  ot  the  bank;  or,  instead  of  establishing 
such  offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of 
the  said  corporation  from  time  to  time  to  employ  any 
individual  agent,  or  any  other  bank  or  banks,  to  be 
approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  any 
place  or  places  that  they  may  deem  safe  and  proper, 
to  manage  and  transact  the  business  proposed  as 
aforesaid,  other  than  for  the  purposes  of  discount, 
and  to  perform  the  duties  hereinafter  required  of 
said  corporation,  to  be  managed  and  transacted  by 
such  officers,  under  such  agreements  and  subject 
to  such  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  pro- 
per.” 

The  amendment  being  read,  Mr.  Rives  remarked 
that  the  senate  would  perceive  it  was  in  the  precise 
words  of  the  project  submitted  to  the  senate  some 
time  since  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It  re- 
quired the  assent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  to 
the  establishment  of  branches  of  offices  of  discount 
and  deposite  within  their  respective  limits.  This 
principle  had  been  pretermitted  in  the  bill  reported 
by  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  which 
expressly  empowers  the  directors  of  the  corporation 
to  establish  offices  of  discount  and  deposite  wherever 
they  think  fit,  without  regard  to  the  consent  of  the 
states.  The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  restore 
the  principle  of  the  secretary’s  project. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment,  however,  Mr.  R.  said  he  begged  to  say 


a few  words  in  regard  to  the  general  question  involv- 
ed in  the  measure  now  before  the  senate.  All  would 
agree  that  something  must  be  done  to  put  an  end  to 
the  present  unsatisfactory  and  eminently  injurious 
state  of  things.  The  necessities  of  the  government 
and  the  deranged  arid  suffering  condition  of  (he  coun- 
try equally  demand  it.  A fiscal  agency  of  some  sort 
or  other  must  be  constituted  to  conduct  the  varied 
and  important  concerns  of  the  treasury,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  exert  a salutary  and  restorative  influ- 
ence upon  the  general  currency  of  (he  country.  The 
sub-treasury  system  of  the  late  administration,  it  is 
now  frankly  admitted  by  many  of  its  advocates,  has 
been  decisively  repudiated  by  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  the  nation;  and,  in  obedience  to  their  voice, 
a bill  for  its  repeal  has  been  recently  passed  bv  a 
large  majority  of  this  body,  which  will  doubless  soon 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  What,  then,  is  to  be 
substituted?  In  former  periods  of  our  history,  the 
employment  of  state  banks  had  been  considered  as 
the  true  and  legitimate  alternative  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  In  1791,  when  the  requblican  party 
of  that  day  opposed  the  establishment  of  the  first 
bank  of  the  United  States  and  again  in  1811,  when 
they  resisted  and  defeated  the  renewal  of  its  charter, 
they  with  undivided  sentiment,  pointed  to  the  state 
banks  as  furnishing  the  proper  and  sufficient  means 
for  conducting  the  financial  operations  of  the  general 
government,  without  the  necessity  of  incorporating 
a national  institution. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  had  himself  preferred  that  sys- 
tem, and  still  preferred  it,  it  it  could  have  a fair  trial; 
not  because  he  believed  it  perfect  in  all  respects, 
but  yet  capable,  under  proper  regulation  and  ma- 
nagement of  meeting  the  leading  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  country  while  it  steered  clear  of  the 
fundamental  objection  of  an  assumption  of  uncon- 
stitutional power,  and  advoided  that  concentration  of 
moneyed  influence  which  had  always  made  a purely 
national  institution  an  object  of  republican  jealousy 
in  this  country.  Mr.  R.  said  he  firmly  believed  that, 
if  the  party  which  had  adopted  this  system  on  the 
removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  1833,  had  remained  faithful  to  it— 
if  they  had  not  wantonly  or  unwisely  betrayed  it 
into  difficulties — or,  even  after  it  had  been  thus  in- 
volved in  embarrassment,  mainly  by  the  errors  of 
the  government,  if  they  had  pursued  the  conserva- 
tive and  sustaining  policy  of  Dallas  and  Crawford 
toward  the  state  banks  in  a similar  but  far  more  dif- 
ficult crisis,  the  system  would  at  this  moment  have 
been  in  vigorous  and  successful  operation,  and  have 
answered  every  just  expectation  of  the  country. 
But  the  very  parents  of  it  had,  with  unnatural  and 
ferocious  violence,  turned  upon  their  own  offspring. 
They  had  made  war  upon  the  state  bank  system  till 
they  had  so  crippled  its  energies  and  discredited  its 
character  in  the  opinion  of  the  country,  that  all  ration- 
al hope  of  an  efficient  re-organization  of  it  has  been 
extinguished.  My  colleague  and  myself  (said  Mr. 
R.)  would  now  probable  be  found  the  only  advocates 
of  it  on  this  floor. 

It  is  true  that  a distinguished  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  who  has  heretofore 
made  the  pet  bank  system,  as  he  calls  it,  the  favo- 
rite subject  of  his  denunciation,  as  a rickety  and  rot- 
ten concern,  seems  to  be  willing  now,  judging  from 
the  motion  made  by  him  a few  weeks,  ago,  to  take 
it  under  his  kind  protection.  But  can  we  confide 
in  him  as  our  leader,  when,  as  soon  as  he  hoists 
his  broad  pennant  and  is  taunted  by  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  with  being  the  com- 
modore of  this  little  fleet,  he  indignantly  repels 
the  imputation,  and  boldly  proclaims  that  he  will 
fight  only  under  the  flag  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury? 

[Mr.  Calhoun  here  rose  and  said  he  scorned  any 
connection  with  the  pet  bank  system.] 

Mr.  Rives.  And  yet  the  senator  seemed  very 
ready  to  take  it  under  his  command,  when  he  pro- 
posed to  refit  it  for  another  voyage,  by  repealing  the 
provision  of  the  act  of  1836  respecting  the  issue  of 
notes  under  five  dollars,  which  was  supposed  to  pre- 
sent the  only  material  obstacle  to  its  revival.  And, 
unless  I greatly  deceive  myself,  the  honorable  sena- 
tor then  declared  that,  although  not  an  advocate  of  the 
state  bank  system,  he  pieferred  it  to  a bank  of  the 
United  States. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  preferred  it  because  it 
could  be  more  easily  blown  up  than  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  so  as  to  make  way  for  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  sub-treasury.] 

Then  surely  (said  Mr.  Rives),  all  our  distrust  of 
the  senator  is  more  than  justified;  and  well  may  we 
say  to  him  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferenles.  The  bold 
annunciation  he  has  just  made,  which  I leave  him  to 
reconcile  with  the  maxims  of  good  faith,  reveals  at 
once  the  policy  of  himself  and  of  the  party  with  which 
he  is  now  associated,  and  of  which,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  sign  of  tire  times,  he  is  the  acknowledged 


leader.  They  would  continue  to  wage  unrelenting 
war  upon  the  state  bank  system,  with  the  desperate 
determination  of  blowing  it  up,  in  order  to  bring  back 
that  repudiated  scheme,  under  whose  flag  the  senator 
proudly  boasts  that  he  still  fights.  At  the  same  time 
thi  friends  of  a national  bank,  intent  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  their  favorite  plan,  will  be  as  little  dis- 
posed to  forbear  attack  upon  a system  which  is  the 
antagonist  of  theirs,  as  well  as  of  the  sub-treasury 
scheme. 

In  the  face  of  this  united  and  double  hostility  of 
the  two  great  political  parties  of  the  country,  both 
ceaselessly  warring  upon  it,  the  idea  of  a solid  and 
permanent  reconstruction  of  the  state  bank  deposite 
system,  what  ever  be  its  intrinsic  recommendation, 
must  be  admitted  to  be  hopeless.  What  the  country 
now  wants,  above  every  thing  else,  is  stability  and 
repose,  the  adoption  of  some  permanent  system,  upon 
which  men  of  business  can  base  their  operations  for 
the  present  and  their  calculations  for  the  future.  The 
great  interests  of  society  have  been  long  enough 
made  the  victim  of  party  agitation,  the  sport  and 
foot-ball  of  the  heartless  game  of  politicians.  It  is 
time  that  these  great  interests,  if  possible,  should  be 
placed,  by  some  conciliatory  and  permanent  adjust- 
ment of  the  questions  hitherto  so  fiercely  debated, 
beyond  the  destructive  operation  of  the  elements  of 
party  war. 

To  a national  bank,  as  formerly  constituted,  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  have 
ever  felt,  and  will  probably  ever  continue  to  feel,  an 
invincible  repugnance,  on  the  ground  of  its  involv- 
ing an  assumption  of  ungranted  power,  and  an  inva- 
sion of  the  rights  and  soverignty  of  the  states.  To 
obviate  these  objections,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, justly  appreciating  the  advantages  that  would 
result  to  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  insti- 
tution itself  proposed  to  established,  from  a cordial 
and  general  concurrence  of  public  opinion  in  its  favor, 
suggested  the  expediency  of  organizing  it  in  such 
manner  as  to  avoid  altogether  the  disputed  question 
of  constitutional  power.  The  suggestion  was  con- 
ceived in  a spirit  of  patriotism,  wisdom  and  prac- 
tical statesmanship,  worthy  of  the  secretary  and  of 
the  administration  under  whose  auspicics  it  was 
presented.  He  proposed  to  plant  the  new  institu- 
tion upon  uncontested  ground,  to  require  no  sur- 
render of  opinion  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  as 
to  the  rights  claimed  or  denied  within  the  disputed 
territory  of  the  constitutional  argument,  but  simply 
to  forbear,  on  both  sides  from  entering  on  that  liti- 
gated domain.  He  proposed,  in  short,  to  follow  an 
example  which  has  been  so  fruitful  of  peace  in  our  in- 
ternational relations,  in  regard  to  our  northeastern 
boundary,  on  either  side  or  which  the  rights  of  the 
respective  parties  are  acknowledged  and  defined  up 
to  certain  limits,  within  which  each  exercises  full 
jurisdiction  and  control,  leaving,  however,  an  inter- 
mediate border  of  disputed  territory,  claimed  by 
both  and  over  which  both  agree,  for  the  present,  to 
refrain  from  exercising  any  act  of  ownership  or  au- 
thority. 

In  pursuance  of  this  leading  idea,  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  the  plan  he  has  submitted  to  us,  has 
avoided  altogether  the  vexed  question  of  the  power 
of  congress  to  create  corporations  within  the  limits 
of  the  states.  The  institution  which  he  proposes  to 
establish  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  is  to 
be  incorporated  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
virtue  of  a power  to  create  banking  corporations 
here  exercised  from  the  origin  of  the  constitution  to 
the  present  day,  and  never  contested.  Here  it  is  to 
have  its  corporate  existence,  “its  local  habitation 
and  name,”  in  proximity  to  the  government,  whose 
fiscal  concerns  it  is  to  be  employed  to  transact,  and 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  to  whom  it  is  made  responsible. 
Such  branches,  or  offices  of  discount  and  deposite, 
as  it  may  find  it  expedient  to  establish  in  any  of  the 
states,  are  to  be  established  there  upon  the  assent  of 
the  states  previously  obtained,  and  in  virtue  of  those 
general  rights  of  sovereignty  which  each  state  pos- 
sesses within  its  own  limits.  The  long  contested 
question  of  the  power  of  congress  to  create  corpo- 
rations within  the  states — a question  growing  not 
merely  out  of  the  limited  nature,  in  general,  of  the 
powers  delegated  to  congress,  but  also  out  of  the 
rejection  by  the  convention  of  an  express  proposition 
to  give  to  congress  the  general  authority  to  grant 
charters  of  incorporation  for  the  union — the  whole  of 
this  acient  field  of  controversy  is  prudently  avoided 
by  the  secretary’s  plan.  It  is  the  disputed  territory 
on  which  no  entry  is  to  be  made;  but  by  the  conjoint 
exercise  of  admitted  powers  within  the  well  defined 
and  ascertained  limits  on  either  side  of  the  contested 
boundary — of  the  power  of  congress  “to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation  in  all  cases  whatever”  within  the 
District,  and  the  power  of  the  states  to  give  their  as- 
sent to  the  establishment  of  branches  of  the  proposed 
institution  within  their  respective  limits— the  whole 
machinery  of  this  new  fiscal  and  banking  agency 
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is  organized  and  put  in  motion,  without  occupying 
a single  point  of  the  disputed  ground  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

Still,  however,  Mr.  President,  ( said  Mr.  Rives) 
an  objection  has  been  somewhere  started  to  this  ar- 
rangement, that  though  the  power  of  congress  to 
create  banking  corporations  within  this  District  is 
unquestionable,  yet  they  can  be  constitutionally 
created  here  only  for  local  and  not  for  national  uses. 
On  what  principle  can  such  a distinction  as  this  be 
sustained!  The  District  itself  was  created  and  set 
apart  as  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  wholly  for  nation- 
al considerations — to  give  entire  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence to  the  deliberations  and  action  of  the  na- 
tional authorities  established  here.  Mr.  Rives  said 
he  had  the  sanction  of  the  highest  judicial  authority 
known  to  our  institutions  for  saying  that  the  power 
of  “exclusive  legislation”  over  this  District  was  con- 
ferred on  congress  not,  as  is  some  times  loosely  said 
as  a local  legislature  for  the  District,  but  emphatical- 
ly as  “the  legislature  of  the  union.”  What  is  this 
magnificent  capital  erected  here  for — for  what  the 
treasury  building  and  all  the  other  public  edifices  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  government,  unless 
for  national  purposes?  And  for  what  more  legiti- 
mate national  object  can  any  establishment  be  found- 
ed here  than  to  be  an  auxilliary,  and,  in  some  sort,  an 
adjunct  to  the  great  revenue  department  of  the  go- 
vernment? 

It  is  true  (said  Mr.  Rives)  that  acts  done  here, 
in  virtue  of  the  power  of  “exclusive  legislation” 
over  this  District,  are  limited,  in  their  intrinsic  force, 
to  the  District.  They  have  nooperation,  per  se,  be- 
yond the  District.  Accordingly,  the  corporation  pro- 
posed to  be  created  here  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
government,  will  have  its  legal  corporate  existence 
here,  and  no  where  else.  To  use  the  language  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  a recent 
case,*  having  an  important  bearing  on  the  questions 
we  are  now  discussing,  it  is  “to  dwell  here  in  the 
place  of  Us  creation.”  But  this  does  not  prevent  it, 
any  more  than  corporations  created  by  state  autho- 
rity, from  extending  its  operations,  by  branches  or 
agencies,  into  the  states  of  the  union,  with  the 
assent  or  those  states.  In  every  such  case, 
the  extra-territorial  operation  of  the  institution  would 
be  the  result,  not  of  any  intrinsic  force  derived  from 
the  act  of  incorporation,  but  of  the  sovereign  assent 
of  the  states  permitting  it  to  extend  its  operations 
within  their  limits.  But  this  (said  Mr.  R.)  is  to 
anticipate  a question  I shall  presently  have  occasion 
to  discuss  much  more  at  large.  I return  to  the  com- 
petency of  congress  to  incorporate  a bank  in,  this 
District  for  national  uses. 

It  will  be  seen,  said  Mr.  Rives,  if  we  trace  the 
history  of  all  the  legislative  discussions  which  have 
ever  taken  place  on  the  constitutional  power  of  con- 
gress to  establish  a national  bank  within  the  limits 
of  the  states,  that  the  most  determined  opponents  of 
the  general  power  have  invariably  admitted  the  au- 
thority of  congress  to  incorporate  and  establish  such 
a bank  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  1791, 
when  the  first  debate  took  place  in  congress  on  this 
disputed  question,  Mr.  Fisher  Ames,  by  way  of  il- 
lustrating and  enforcing  his  argument  in  favor  of  the 
power,  put  the  case  of  a bank  established  here  un- 
der this  power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the 
District,  and  said  such  a bank  “could  send  its  paper 
all  over  the  union.”  Mr.  Giles,  of  Virginia,  and 
'Mr.  Stone,  of  Maryland,  both  distinguished  oppo- 
nents of  the  general  power  of  congress  to  establish 
a national  bank  within  the  states,  in  noticing  and 
replying  to  the  argument  and  illustration  of  Mr. 
Ames,  clearly  admitted  the  authority  of  congress  to 
establish  such  a bank  as  Mr.  Ames  had  described, 
•within  the  District.  Again,  in  1811,  when,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter  of  the  first  bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  discussion  was  renewed  on  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  congress,  similar  admissions  as  to  the 
Districtvrere  made,  in  unequivocal  terms,  by  several 
of  those  who  were  most  earnest  in  denying  the  gene- 
ral power  of  congress  to  create  a national  bank  with- 
in the  states. 

But  I hasten,  said  Mr.  Rives,  to  come  down  to  a 
more  recent  period  of  our  political  history,  when 
recognitions  of  the  same  doctrine  thicken  upon  us, 
and  from  quarters  distinguished,  or  claiming  to  be 
distinguished,  by  peculiar  republican  orthodoxy.  In 
1814,  when  the  effort  to  obtain  a re-establisbment 
of  a national  bank  was  first  formally  renewed,  after 
the  unsuccessful  struggle  of  1811,  the  subject  came 
before  congress  on  a petition  ol  a number  of  the  citi- 
zens of  N.  York.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
of  which  Mr.  Eppes,  a distinguished  republican 
representative  from  Virginia,  was  the  chairman. 
As  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Eppes  report- 
ed against  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  bank, 

*Bunk  of  Augusta  vs.  Erie — Peters'  Reports,  vol.  xiii, 
p-  588, 


and  embodied  the  grounds  of  that  report  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which,  as  setting  forth  distinct- 
ly the  principle  on  which  the  objections  of  the 
republican  party  of  that  day  to  the  constitutionali- 
ty of  a national  bank  rested,  deserves  particular  no- 
tice. 

“Resolved,  That  the  power  to  create  corporations 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  states,  without  their 
consent,  is  neither  one  of  the  powers  delegated  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  essential- 
ly necessaay  for  carrying  into  effect  any  delegated 
power-” 

It  cannot  fail  to  attract  attention,  that  the  terms 
of  this  resolution,  by  an  obvious  and  necessary 
implication,  admitted  the  power  to  create  such  a 
corporation  as  proposed,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

But  this  conclusion  was  not  left  to  interfere  only. 
The  distinguished  senator  from  S.  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun),  then  a distinguished  member  of  the 
house  of  representalives,  moved  a recommitment  of 
the  report  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in,  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  obtaining  their  report  in  favor 
of  a national  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia — a re- 
port which  was  accordingly  afterwards  made.  As  the 
honorable  gentleman  seems  frequently  to  suspect  us 
on  this  side  of  the  house  of  a design  to  misrepresent 
him,  I will  give  his  own  words,  as  taken  from  the 
records  of  the  day: 

“Mr.  Calhoun  then  said  it  would  be  found  that 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  decided 
against  the  proposition,  on  the  ground  of  unconsti- 
tutionality of  establishing  such  a bank  as  that  asked 
for  in  the  petition.  He  wished  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a national  bank  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 
the  power  to  do  which,  it  could  not  be  doubted,  came 
within  the  constitutional  powers  of  congress.  For 
all  practical  purposes  he  believed  such  a bank 
would  be  as  useful  as  that  which  was  proposed.  To 
come  at  his  object,  Mr.  C.  proposed  the  following 
motion: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a national  bank,  to  be  located  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.” 

This  occurred  during  the  first  session  of  the  13th 
congress.  At  the  succeeding  session  of  the  same 
congress  the  subject  was  resumed.  Mr.  Dallas,  in 
the  meantime,  had  become  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  in  October,  1814,  had  presented  his  plan  of  a 
fifty  million  national  bank,  to  be  established  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. That  plan  being  under  consideration  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  a resolution  having 
been  offered,  declaring  it  to  be  expedient  “to  estab- 
lish a national  bank,  with  branches,  in  the  several 
states,”  gov.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  then  a leading 
republican  member  of  that  body,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  inserting  therein  the  words  “ with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia.”  What  said  Win.  A. 
Burwell,  of  Virginia,  on  that  occasion?  Who  and 
what  he  was  no  one  knows  better  than  the  honora- 
ble senator  from  South  Carolina.  I will  only  say 
that,  through  the  whole  of  his  patriotic  arid  distin 
guished  life,  he  was  a strict  constructionist  of  the 
“most  straitest  sect,”  and  an  invariable  and  uncom- 
promising denier  of  the  general  power  ofcongress  to 
establish  a national  bank.  And  yet,  on  the  occasion 
here  referred  to,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  “he 
had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  congress  lo  establish  a 
bank  of  the  kind  proposed,”  (even  a fifty  million 
national  bank)  “in  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

Having  seen,  said  Mr.  Rives,  what  were  the  doc- 
trines of  the  old  republican  school  on  this  subject,  let 
us,  for  a moment,  inquire  if  the  modern  democratic 
parly  have  not,  through  its  acknowledged  interpre- 
ters and  organs,  held  precisely  the  same  creed. — 
General  Jackson,  (he  grand  Llama  of  the  anti-bank 
party,  was  even  sedulous  to  assert,  in  the  most  un- 
qualified terms,  the  constitutional  powerof  congress 
to  establish  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  any 
extent,  and  for  any  purpose.  It  is  a curious  and 
remarkable  coincidence  that,  in  the  very  act  by 
which  he  put  the  veto  on  the  bill  for  rechartering 
the  late  bank  of  the  United  States,  he  took  especial 
pains  to  re-affirm  and  vindicate  the  unlimited  autho- 
rity of  congress  to  ereate  banks  in  this  District.  In 
that  bill  was  a provision  that  no  other  bank  should 
be  established  by  congress  during  the  continuance 
of  the  institution  thereby  rechartered,  except  “that 
congress  might  renew  existing  charters  for  banks 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  increasing  the 
capital  thereof , and  might  also  establish  any  other 
bank  or  banks  in  the  District,  with  capitals  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  six  millions  of  dollars.”  This 
restriction  general  J ackson  seized  upon  and  signaliz- 
ed in  his  veto  message  as  particularly  unconstitu- 
tional, inasmuch  as  it  sought  to  fetter  “the  constitu- 
tional powerof  congress  to  establish  banks  in  the 
District  ot  Columbia,  and  increase  their  capital  at 
will” — a power  which  he  pronoun'ced  to  be  “unli- 


mited and  uncontroluble  by  any  other  aUu’orljy  'ban 
that  which  gave  existence  to  the  constitution: 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  anointed  successor,  as  head 
of  the  modern  democratic  party,  in  like  manner,  un- 
equivocally admitted  the  constitutional  power  of  con- 
gress to  establish  a national  bank  (eo  nomine ) with- 
in this  District.  There  is  his  famous  letter  to  Mr. 
Sherrod  Williams.  Let  gentlemen  read  it,  and 
make  any  thing  else  out  of  if,  if  they  can.  In  ex-  <u 
pressing  his  opinions  on  the  question  of  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  congress  to  establish  a national 
bank,  his  negation  of  the  power  is  invariably  made 
in  reference  to  the  states.  Adopting  the  language 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Butler,  he  says  “he  holds  that 
congress  does  not  possess  the  power  to  establish  a 
national  bank  in  any  of  the  states  of  the  union.”  “He 
is,  therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank  in  any  of  the  stales and  then 
adds,  “he  is  also  opposed  to  the  establishment  of 
such  a bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  unneces- 
sary and  inexpedient” — implying  that,  in  the  Dis- 
trict, it  would  be  constitutional  at  least.  No  one 
can  fail  to  perceive  the  marked  contradistinction 
throughout  in  his  position  as  to  the  establishment  of 
a national  bank  in  the  states  and  in  the  District, 
placing  his  opposition  to  the  former  on  the  ground 
of  a want  of  constitutional  power,  and  to  the  latter 
on  considerations  of  expediency  alone.  Indeed,  the 
very  principle  of  the  constitutional  objection,  as 
stated  by  him,  and  which  he  justly  says  was  the 
main  point  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  celebrated  opinion 
against  the  establishment  of  the  first  national  bank, 
to  wit:  “ that  the  constitution  does  not  give  congress  the 
power  to  erect  corporations  within  the  stales,”  of  ne- 
cessity excludes  the  District  of  Columbia;  lor  all 
must  admit  that  congress  does  possess  the  power  of 
incorporation  in  this  District. 

The  constitutional  power  of  congress,  then,  to  in- 
corporate a bank  in  the  District,  for  the  convenience 
and  uses  of  the  government,  if  deemed  expedient,  is 
a power  which  has  been  recognised  and  admitted  by 
all  parties  from  the  birth  of  the  constitution  down  to 
the  present  day.  It  has  been,  in  an  especial  man- 
ner,"admitted,  and  in  terms  the  most  unequivocal, 
by  leading  and  distinguished  men  of  the  republican 
and  democratic  parties,  who  have  been  most  signa- 
lized for  the  zeal  and  earnestness,  as  well  as  ability, 
with  which  they  have  denied  the  general  power  of 
congress  to  establish  a national  bank  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  states.  After  this  steady  and  unbroken 
current  of  testimony  and  opinion  flowing  through 
the  course  of  half  a century,  it  would  seem  to  be  in 
vain  to  call  in  question  a power  thus  vouched  and 
sustained.  The  plan  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, then,  so  far  as  the  question  of  constitutional 
power  is  involved  in  the  incorporalion  of  a fiscal 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  this  District,  may  be 
safely  assumed  to  rest  on  incontestable  ground.* 

Mr.  Rives  then  proceeded  lo  consider  the  other  . 
part  of  the  secretary’s  plan,  which  provided  for  the 
assent  of  the  states  to  the  establishment  of  branches 
of  the  proposed  fiscal  bank  within  their  respective 
limits;  a principle  which  was  rejected  by  the  bill  of 
the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  but  which 
Mr.  R.  wished  to  restore  by  the  amendment  he  had 
just  offered.  It  is  contended,  in  the  report  made  by 
the  honorable  senator,  (said  Mr.  R.)  that  this  part 
of  the  secretary’s  plan  is  founded  on  the  false  prin- 
ciple that  the  powers  ofcongress  can  be  enlarged  by 
(he  consent  of  individual  states,  without  resorting 
to  that  process  of  amendment,  requiring  the  concur- 
rence of  three-fourths  of  all  the  states,  which  the 
constitution  itself  provides.  But  this  is  entirely  to 
misconceive  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  etfect  at- 
tributed to  the  assent  of  the  states  by  the  secretary’s 
plan.  I fully  and  unhesitatingly  subscribe  (said 
Mr.  R.)  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Mr.  Madison,- 

*To  this  list  of  republican  authorities  may  be  added 
the  following  pregnant  letter  of  that  sterling  republican 
and  patriot,  judge  White,  of  Tennessee: 

Knoxville,  July  24,  1S37. 

Dear  sir:  Your  favor,  dated  18th  ultimo,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  mail  which  arrived  here  on  yesterday, 
and  with  pleasure  I send  you  an  immediate  answer. 

Your  recollection  of  the  contents  of  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Kincannonis  correct.  I then  stated,  and  yet  believe, 
congress  has  not  the  power  to  charter  a banh  conferring 
upon  it  the  power  to  do  business  with  in  the  limits  of  any 
of  the  states.  Should  a national  bank,  at  any  time,  be 
found  indispensable,  I have  heretofore  said,  and  yet  be- 
lieve, congress  has  the  power  lo  charter  one  to  do  business 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  they  could  autho- 
rise such  hank  to  eonnectitself  with  one  or  more  banks 
in  each  state,  with  the  consent  of  the  respective  slates; 
and  that  through  such  a District  bank,  thus  connected 
with  the  stale  banks,  every  desirable  object  towards 
keeping  a sound  and  uniform  currency,  and  receiving, 
safely  keeping,  and  conveniently  disbursing  the  public 
moneys,  could  be  as  certainly  attained  as  through  a 
national  bank  of  the  ordinary  description.  1 am  very 
respectfully,  your  obd’t  servant,  li.  L.  WHITE. 

D.  A.  Crenshaw,  esq. 
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in  his  veto  message  on  the  internal  improvement 
bill,  that  the  general  powers  of  congress  cannot  be 
enlarged  beyond  the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the 
constitution,  by  the  assent  of  individual  states.  But, 
in  this  case,  no  effect  of  that  sort  is  claimed  for  the 
assent  o!  the  states.  The  assent  of  the  states  to  the 
establishment,  within  their  respeclive  limits,  of 
branches  of  the  proposed  fiscal  bank  created  here, 
does  not,  in  any  manner  whatever,  enlarge  the  power 
of  congress.  The  power  of  congress  is  fully  exert- 
ed in  the  act  of  creating  the  corporation  here,  and 
giving  it  the  legal  attributes  and  faculties  of  an  arti- 
ficial being.  That  congress  has  lull  constitutional 
power  to  do  this,  has  been  already  amply  shown  — 
The  only  effect  of  the  proposed  assent  of  the  states 
is  to  permit  this  corporation,  when  thus  lawfully 
and  constitutionally  created  by  congress  here,  to 
extend  its  operations,  by  such  branches  or  agencies 
as  it  may  think  fit  to  constitute,  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  sovereignties. 

And  will  any  gentleman  seriously  contend  that  it 
is  not  competent  for  the  states  to  do  this?  Suppose 
that  the  state  of  New  York  should  create  a bank  in- 
tended to  promote  her  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  other  states  of  the  union,  by  dealing  in  domestic 
exchanges — take,  indeed,  the  existing  case  of  the 
Pennsylvania  bank  of  the  United  States — will  any 
senator  gravely  tell  me  that  it  would  not  be  compe- 
tent for  Virginia,  in  the  exercise  of  her  own  sove- 
reignty to  permit  any  such  institution  to  establish  a 
branch  or  agency  within  her  borders?  And  could  it 
be  pretended  in  such  a case,  that  the  permission 
thus  given  by  Virginia  had,  in  any  manner,  enlarg- 
ed the  legislative  power  of  New  York  or  Pennsyl- 
vania, exerted  in  creating  a corporation  by  the  force 
of  their  own  laws.  If  this  can  be  legitimately  done 
with  regard  to  a bank  created  by  the  authority  of  a 
stale,  or  even  of  a foreign  country,  for  1 do  not  doubt 
(said  Mr.  R.)  that,  with  the  sovereign  assent  of  a 
stale,  even  a branch  of  the  Bank  of  England  might 
be  established  within  its  borders,  can  it  not  be  as 
unquestionably  done  with  regard  to  a bank  created 
by  congress  in  this  District?  To  deny  it,  is  not  to 
question  a power  of  congress,  but  to  assail  the  vital 
principles  of  state  sovereignty  itself. 

If  the  individual  action  of  the  states  is  such  an 
anomaly  as  gentlemen  would  represent  it — never  to 
be  recognised  in  any  case  whatever  in  the  operations 
of  the  general  government— how  ha3  it  happened, 
Mr.  President,  that  particular  states  have  from  time 
to  time  surrendered  their  soil  and  jurisdiction,  ceded 
large  portions  of  their  territory,  with  all  the  rights 
of  ownership  and  sovereignty  attached  to  it,  to  the 
general  government?  1 do  not  speak  here  of  those 
purchases  of  parcels  of  land  made  by  the  United 
States,  with  the  consent  oj  the  legislatures  of  the  parti- 
cular stales  in‘i vhich  they  lie,  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
arsenals,  dock  yards,  &c.  because  they  are  provided' 
for  by  a special  clause  in  the  constitution.  Nor  do 
I speak  of  those  earlier  cessions  of  territory  in  the 
northwest  made  by  the  proprietor  states  previous  to 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution;  but  I speak  of  those 
cessions  and  compacts  of  particular  states,  embrac- 
ing large  domains,  made  long  since  the  adoption  of 
the  constitulion.  I speak  of  the  cession  of  her 
western  territory  to  the  United  States  by  Georgia  in 
1802,  out  of  which  two  of  the  youthful  states  of  the 
soulhw'est,  Alabama  and  Mississippi  have  grown 
up;  I speak  of  the  surrender  to  the  United  States  of 
her  western  reserve  by  the  state  of  Connecticut  at  a 
still  later  period.  Were  these  “nominated  in  the 
bond?”  Can  any  gentleman  show  me  any  clause  in 
the  constitution  which  empowered  those  two  states 
to  make  those  large  concessions  of  territory  to  the 
union?  No,  sir;  there  is  none  such.  They  acted 
each  one  for  itself  and  from  itself,  in  virtue  of  their 
separate  sovereignty,  existing  anterior  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  still  remaining,  except  where  it  has 
been  restrained  or  taken  away  by  positive  provisions 
ol  the  constitution. 

This  principle  of  state  assent,  in  concurrence  with 
acts  of  national  authority,  ou^ht  to  be  no  novelty  to 
the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  at  least.  "His 
annual  journey  from  Ashland  to  Washington  and 
from  Washington  to  Ashland  is  paved  with  it  over 
every  foot  of  the  Cumberland  road;  for  the  honora 
ble  senator  will  doubtless  recollect  that,  in  the  act 

for  the  establishment  ol  that  great  highway an  art 

which  bears  the  signature  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  presi- 
dent or  the  United  Slates — the  previous  assent  of  the 
three  states  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
was  expressly  required  to  be  given  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  within  their  respeclive  limits,  and 
that  assent  was  actually  given  by  separate  and  for- 
mal acts  of  the  legislatures  of  those  states  before  a 
spade  or  pickaxe  was  displayed  upon  their  soil. 

But  there  is  a more  recent  act  of  a character  less 
questioned,  involving  the  same  principle:  and  in 
w hich  many  of  us  personally  bore  our  parts,  which 
1 beg  leave  to  recall  to  the  recoiled  ion  of  the  senate. 

I refer  to  the  law  passed  by  congress  in  1S36  lor  de- 


positing the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States  in 
the  treasuries  of  the  several  states,  with  the  assent 
of  the  states  first  given  to  the  terms  of  the  deposite 
by  acts  of  their  respective  legislatures.  No  gentle- 
man will  contend  that  congress  could  have  obtruded 
the  keeping  of  any  portion  of  the  national  treasure 
upon  the  stales,  or  any  of  them,  without  their  sove- 
reign assent,  separately  and  freely  given,  each  one 
acting  for  itself;  and  yet,  with  that  assent  thus  given, 
the  legality  and  constitutionality  of  the  arrangement 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  questioned.  The 
principle  of  it  is  obvious.  Congress,  on  its  part, 
possesses  the  power  to  provide,  at  its  discretion,  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money.  The  states, 
on  their  part,  possess  the  power  to  accept  the  custo- 
dy and  use  of  those  funds,  if  tendered,  as  they  may 
think  fit.  The  concurrent  action  ol  these  two  au- 
thorities, each  exeiting  itself  in  its  own  sphere,  and 
without  in  any  manner  adding  to  the  power  of  the 
other  in  its  sphere,  produces  precisely  that  practical 
result  which  is  contemplated  in  the  present  case 
from  the  assent  of  the  states,  to  the  establishment, 
within  their  limits,  of  branches  ofan  institution  creat- 
ed by  congress  within  this  District. 

I might,  (said  Mr.  Hives),  pursue  this  subject 
much  further;  but  I forbear.  I will  only  mention,  in 
passing,  for  the  edification  of  those  professed  disciples 
of  strict  construction  who  are  in  the  habit  of  leaning 
on  the  venerated  name  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  an  instance 
in  which  that  great  republican  statesman  attributed 
to  the  individual  assent  of  the  states  an  efficacy,  in 
regard  to  the  distribution  of  power  between  the 
states  and  the  general  government,  far  beyond  any 
thing  that  is  contemplated  by  the  plan  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  Believing  that  a final  and 
adequate  remedy  could  not  be  found  for  the  disorders 
of  the  currency  while  the  states  possessed  the  power 
of  creating  banking  institutions,  he  proposed,  in  a 
letter  addressed  bv  him,  in  June,  1813,  toMr.  Eppes, 
then  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  that  “the  states 
should  be  applied  to,  to  transfer  the  right  of  issuing 
circulating  paper  to  congress  exclusively,  in  perpe- 
tuurn,  if  possible,  but.  during  tne  war  at  least;  with  a 
saving  of  charter  rights.”  That  this  transfer  ac- 
cording to  his  plan,  was  to  be  made  by  the  states, 
notin  the  form  of  a constitutional  amendment  re- 
quiring the  concurrence  of  three-fourths,  but  bv  the 
separate  action  of  each  state  for  itself,  is  conclusive- 
ly shown  by  a subsequent  letter  addressed  by  him 
to  the  same  gentleman  in  November,  1S13,  in  which 
he  uses  the  following  language: 

“I  still  believe  that  on  proper  representation  of 
the  subject,  a great  proportion  of  the  state  legisla- 
tures would  cede  to  congress  their  power  of  establish- 
ing banks,  saving  the  charter  rights  already  granted. 
And  this  should  be  asked,  not  by  way  of  amendment 
to  the  constitution  because,  until  three-fourths  shall 
consent,  nothing  could  be  done;  but  accepted  from 
them  one  by  one,  singly,  as  their  consent  might  be 
obtained.” 

I will  not  undertake  to  decide,  (said  Mr.  Rives), 
how  far  this  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  could  be 
constitutionally  carried  into  execution.  I presume 
his  idea  was  that  each  state,  being  competent  to  im- 
pose a voluntary  limitation  on  the  exercise  of  its 
own  sovereignty,  might,  by  some  act,  in  the  nature 
of  a compact  with  the  general  government,  agree  to 
refrain  from  authorising  the  issue  of  bank  paper, 
leaving  the  vacuum  thus  created  in  its  circulation  to 
be  supplied  by  treasury  bills,  (his  favorite  form  of 
a paper  currency),  to  be  issued  by  congress  in  the 
exercise  of  a power  already  possessed  by  it — thus 
bringing  down  the  airangement  to  a simple  renun- 
ciation of  a portion  of  iheir  power  by  the  stales 
without  a corresponding  concession  of  any  new 
power  to  congress.  And  for  this  he  may  have  sup- 
posed that  there  was  the  warrant,  of  some  analogy 
at  least,  in  those  compacts  of  the  new  states  with 
the  general  government,  by  which  they  agree  to 
waive  for  a time  an  important  branch  of  their  so- 
vereignty— their  taxing  power,  in  regard  to  lands 
held  or  sold  by  the  United  States  within  their  limits. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the  idea  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, and  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  it  goes  a 
sightless  distance  beyond  any  principle  involved  in 
the  assent  of  the  states  to  (lie  establishment  of 
branches  of  the  central  fiscal  bank  within  their  li- 
mits. 

While  there  is  no  violation  or  abandonment  of 
principle  in  the  proposed  assent  of  the  states,  it 
could  not  fail  to  exert  a happy  influence  in  recon- 
ciling opinions,  and  harmonizing  public  sentiment. 
In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  opposition  to  a 
national  bank,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  promi- 
nent objection  to  it  has  ever  been  founded  upon  the 
supposed  violation  of  the  rights  and  sovereignly  of 
the  states  in  the  introduction  of  an  institution  of  so 
much  power  and  influence  within  their  bordeis, 
without  their  assent.  That  idea  was  conspicuously 
put  forward  by  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 


Virginia,  in  1811,  against  a renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States.  That  noble 
old  republican  commonwealth  Pennsylvania,  which 
so  gallantly  stood  by  the  side  of  Virginia  in  that 
memorable  struggle,  proclaimed  her  principles  in 
language  worthy  ol  her  own  character  and  of  the 
cause.  I see  her  two  distinguished  senators  now 
near  me,  and  they  will  pardon  me  if  I read  the  in- 
structions she  gave  to  her  senators  in  1811,  in  which, 
with  such  becoming  gravity,  dignity  and  clearness, 
she  put  forth  the  grounds  of  her  objections  to  the 
renewal  of  the  chatter  of  the  first  bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  incorporation  of  any  similar  bank.  I 
wish  those  honorable  gentlemen  could  consider  these 
instructions  as  still  subsisting,  in  spirit  at  least,  and 
then  I might  felicitate  myself  with  confidence  on 
receiving  their  able  suppoit  on  tile  present  occasion. 
With  their  permission,  I will  read  the  instructions: 

“The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  ever  desirous 
to  secure  an  administration  of  the  federal  and  state 
governments,  conformably  to  the  true  spirit  of  their 
respective  constitutions,  feel  it  their  duty  to  ex- 
press their  sentiments  upon  an  important  subject 
now  before  congress,  to  wit:  the  continuance  or  es- 
tablishment of  a hank.  From  a careful  review  of 
the  powers  vested  in  the  general  government,  they 
have  the  most  positive  conviction  that  the  authority 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  state,  without  the  consent  thereof,  is  not 
recognised  in  that  instrument,  either  expressly  or  by 
any  warrantable  implication. 

“ Resolved  therefore.  That  the  senators  of  this 
state,  &c.  &c.  be  instructed  to  use  every  exertion  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  from  being  renewed,  or  any  other 
bank  from  being  chartered  by  congress,  designed  to 
have  operation  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  slate, 
without  first  having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  legis- 
lature of  that  stale.” 

The  spirit  of  these  instructions  is  faithfully  em- 
bodied, said  Mr.  Rives,  in  the  amendment  I have 
had  the  honor  to  submit. 

But  it  is  argued  by  many  friends  on  this  side  of 
the  house,  that  the  power  of  establishing  branches  of 
the  proposed  bank  within  the  states,  independently 
of  their  consent  must  be  asserted,  because  the  con- 
stitutionality of  a national  bank  is  now  a settled 
question.  That  the  constitutionality  of  a national 
bank  is  a settled  question,  in  any  practical  political 
sense,  is  a proposition,  which,  in  my  judgment,  can- 
not be  saiisfactorily  maintained.  A retrospect  of 
our  political  history  will  show  that  there  have  been 
at  least  as  many  decisions  of  the  people  and  their 
representatives  against  it,  as  there  ever  have  been 
in  favor  of  it.  If  the  congress  of  1791  decided  for  it, 
the  congress  of  IS  1 1 decided  against  it.  If  a bank 
was  re-established  in  1816,  it  was  permitted  to  ex- 
pire by  its  own  limitation  in  1836,  with  a hearty 
acquiescence  of  a large  majority  of  the  people,  at 
the  time,  in  its  fate.  Three  or  four  years  before 
that  time,  general  Jackson  had  negatived  a bill  for 
a recharter  of  the  bank  expiessly  on  the  ground  of 
the  unconstitutionality  of  an  institution  organized  as 
that  was.  This  lie  did  in  the  very  crisis  of  a pend- 
ing presidential  election,  in  which  the  propriety  of 
his  course  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  was  neces- 
sarily put  in  issue;  and  yet  he  was  re-elected  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  popular  suffrages. — 
When  Mr.  Van  Boren  became  a candidate  to  suc- 
ceed him,  he  declared  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms, 
his  thorough  conviction  of  the  want  of  constitutional 
power  in  congress  to  establish  a national  bank  in 
any  of  the  states  of  the  union,  and  in  a very  earnest 
and  emphatic  manner  invoked  the  decision  of  the 
people  on  that  issue  in  the  election.  And  yet,  writh 
declarations  such  as  these,  precluding  the  possibility 
of  a national  bank  for  the  ensuing  lour  years  if  he 
were  elected,  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  United 
Ststes. 

In  the  result  of  the  late  presidential  election,  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  a bank  cannot 
with  fairness  be  said  to  have  been  decided  by  the 
judgment  of  the  nation.  There  were  too  many  other 
prominent  issues  involved  to  justify  that  conclusion. 
The  odiousness  of  the  sub-treasury  united  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  many 
persons  who  differed  widely  on  the  question  of  a na- 
tional bank.  The  opinions  of  the  distinguished  and 
lamented  individual  who  was  the  candidate  for  the 
presidency  had  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  a national  bank.  In  his  votes  in  the 
house  of  representatives  at  a loriner  period,  and  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  his  constituents  in  1822,  which 
was  extensively  republished,  he  had  manifested  and 
declared  these  opinions  in  the  strongest  manner.  In 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Sheirod  Williams,  in  1836,  it  is 
true  he  said  he  would  not  withhold  his  signature,  if 
elected  president,  from  a bill,  with  proper  modifica- 
tions and  restrictions,  chartering  a bank,  provided 
such  an  institution,  after  a fair  and  lull  experiment 
ol  other  expedients, should  be  shown  to  be  necessary 
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for  the  management  of  the  public  revenue;  and  pro- 
vided, also,  there  should  be  decided  and  unequivocal 
manifestations  of  the  opinion  of  the  country  in  favor 
of  it.  The  qualifications  and  provisos  With  which  he 
so  carefully  surrounded  his  answer,  evidently  left 
him  uncommitted  on  the  question,  and  taken  in 
connexion  with  his  former  well  known  opinions, 
produced  in  Virginia  at  least,  a very  general  impres- 
sion, among  those  who  supported  his  election,  that 
the  bent  of  his  own  mind  was  strongly  against  a 
national  bank.  At  the  same  time,  the  opinions  on 
this  question  of  the  distinguished  and  patriotic  indi- 
vidual presented  for  the  second  office  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  who  has  since  been  called  to  its  head, 
were  well  known,  and  must  of  necessity  have  en- 
tered into  the  consideration  of  the  nation;  as  the 
casting  vote  in  this  body,  with  which  he  would  be 
invested  as  vice  president,  as  well  as  the  contingen- 
cy, (by  no  means  an  improbable  one,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case),  which  has  since  devolved 
on  him  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  gave  to  those 
opinions  the  highest  practical  importance.  His  un- 
varying opposition  to  a national  bank,  on  the  ground 
of  its  nnconstitutionality,  had  been  vouched  by  the 
public  history  and  records  of  the  government,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  nation,  for  near  a quarter  of  a century. 

[Mr.  Clay  here  rose  and  called  Mr.  Rives  to 
order,  affirming  it  to  be  a violation  of  order  to  refer 
to  the  opinions  of  the  president  on  a pending  sub- 
ject of  deliberation.] 

Mr.  Rives  said  the  senator  from  Kentucky  had 
certainly  mistaken  his  purpose.  He  was  making 
an  historical  review  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  late  presidential  election,  in  reference  to  an  is- 
sue alleged  to  have  been  made  and  decided  in  that 
election.  It  was  in  that  connexion  only  that  he  re- 
ferred to  the  past  opinions  of  the  president  on  this 
question  of  a national  bank,  as  known  to  the  whole 
country;  and  in  that  connexion  it  was  surely  both 
his  right  and  his  duty,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so, 
to  speak  of  them.  He  did  not  speak  of  what  might 
or  might  not  be  the  present  opinions  of  the  president, 
and  least  of  all  did  he  make  any  reference  to  his 
opinions  with  a view  of  producing  any  effect  on  the 
independent  action  and  free  deliberations  of  this 
body. 

[Some  further  conversation  ensued  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  when  the  president  of  the  senate  de- 
cided that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Rives  were  in  order.] 

Mr.  Rives  proceeded.  I think,  therefore,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  no  sufficient  ground  for  saying 
that  the  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of  con- 
gress to  establish  a national  bank  was  decided  in  the 
late  presidential  election  I have  seen  with  regret 
the  persevering  efforts  that  are  made  to  occlude  the 
liberty  of  private  judgment,  by  holding  up  this  ques- 
tion as  one  finally  closed  and  settled  by  the  most 
authoritative  sanctions.  Great  names  are  arrayed; 
and  I have  seen  this  morning  the  name  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, who  was  all  his  life  an  unyielding  and  un- 
compromising opponent  of  a national  bank,  brought 
forward  to  sustain  it.  A statement  is  produced,  from 
what  source  I know  not,  nor  is  it  my  purpose  to 
question  in  any  manner  the  respectability  of  it,  that 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a conversation  with  Mr.  W.  A. 
Burwell,  of  Virginia,  in  the  spring  of  1811,  after 
the  refusal  of  congress  to  recharter  the  first  bank  of 
the  United  States,  declared  that  he  considered  the 
question  of  its  constitutionality  as  having  been  de- 
finitively settled.  Now.  sir,  the  published  writing  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  show  that  three  years  alter  that  time 
he  did,  indeed,  consider  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  a bank  of  the  United  States  as  set- 
tled, but  as  settled  against  its  constitutionality.  In 
a letter  to  Mr.  Eppes,  dated  the  6th  November,  1813, 
he  uses  this  emphatic  language:  “After  the  solemn 

decision  of  congress  against  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  grounds 
of  that  decision,  (the  want  of  constitutional  power), 
I had  imagined  that  question  at  rest,  and  that  no 
more  applications  would  be  made  to  them  for  the 
incorporation  of  banks.” 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  that  this  mooted 
question  has  received  different  decisions  at  the 
hands  of  the  people  and  their  representatives,  at  dif- 
ferent times;  and  it  probably  gives  rise  to  as  much 
difference  of  opinion  at  this  as  at  any  former  period 
of  our  history.  If  it  has  been  settled  one  way  at 
one  time,  it  has  been  settled  another  way  at  another 
time;  the  result  of  which  is,  that  it  is  yet  an  unset- 
tled and  open  question,  and  will  probably  ever  re- 
main so,  in  the  public  judgment.  I will  not  un- 
dertake to  say  on  which  side  of  it  a majority  of  the 
nation  are  at  this  moment.  All  must  admit  that  a 
very  large  and  patriotic  portion  of  the  nation,  (pro- 
bably, a moiety,  at  least),  yet  maintain  the  ne- 
gative. In  this  divided  and  nicely  balanced  state  of 
public  opinion  on  a fundamental  question  of  power, 
and  one,  too,  which  has  never  failed  to  excite  a pro- 
found sensation  through  the  mass  of  the  people,  is  it 
not  the  part  of  true  policy  and  wisdom  to  avoid  the 


disputed  question,  when  the  same  practical  results 
can  be  attained  in  the  mode  proposed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury?  I would  appeal  to  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  side  ot  the  house,  and  ask  if  they 
are  not  willing  to  show  as  much  consideration  for 
the  honest  and  conscientious  convictions  of  a large 
body  of  their  fellow  citizens,  in  regard  to  the  sacred 
boundaries  of  the  constitution,  as  they  have  shown, 
in  the  case  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  to  the 
shallow  and  unfounded  claims  of  a foreign  power,  in 
regard  to  the  limits  of  the  national  domain,  by  ab- 
staining from  the  disputed  territory. 

Mr.  Rives  said  that  in  our  very  origin  as  a nation, 
in  the  history  of  that  great  struggle  which  had  dis- 
solved the  British  empire,  we  had  a monitory  lesson 
on  the  danger  of  extreme  assertions  of  power,  which 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  That  glorious  and  ever- 
memorable  contest  had  arisen  on  the  abstract  right 
of  the  British  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies  without 
their  consent.  So  long  as  the  colonies  were  permit- 
ted to  tax  themselves,  in  (he  joyous  pride  and  vo- 
luntary generosity  of  freemen  they  poured  out  their 
treasure,  with  unstinted  abundance,  into  the  lap  of 
the  mother  country.  But,  in  an  evil  hour,  the 
scheme  was  conceived  of  taxing  them  without  their 
consent.  The  “dignity  of  the  crown  and  the  honor 
of  parliament,”  it  was  said,  required  the  assertion  of 
the  power.  The  stamp  act  was  passed  and  repealed. 
Port  duties,  as  they  were  called,  were  then  impos- 
ed; but  the  colonies,  planting  themselves  on  the  im- 
perishable principle  of  British  liberty — the  free  con- 
sent of  the  people,  through  their  representatives,  to 
the  imposition  of  taxes — remonstrated,  and  again 
prevailed.  Of  the  six  port  duties  which  had  been 
imposed  by  parliament,  all  were  repealed  except 
the  miserable  duty  of  three  pence  a pound  on  tea; 
and  that  was  continued,  not  for  revenue,  for  it  yield- 
ed none,  but  as  an  assertion  of  the  legislative  supre- 
macy of  the  British  parliament  over  the  colonies. — 
“It  was  by  such  management  as  this,”  in  the  magni- 
ficent language  of  Burke,  “by  the  irresistible  opera- 
tions of  feeble  councils,  that  so  paltry  a sum  as  three 
pence  in  the  eyes  of  a financier,  so  insignificant  an 
article  as  tea  in  the  eyes  of  a philosopher,  shook  and 
finally  dissolved  the  pillars  of  a commercial  empire 
that  circled  the  whole  globe.” 

Shall  we  follow  so  ill-fated  an  example,  and  insist 
on  the  power  of  establishing  branches  of  the  propos- 
ed fiscal  bank  within  the  limits  of  the  states,  without 
their  assent,  as  an  asssertion  of  the  legislative  supre- 
many  of  congress,  when  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  every  practicable  object  can  be  obtained  with- 
out such  assertion?  Will  gentlemen  permit  me  to 
commend  to  them  the  example  and  the  language  of 
the  great  man  whose  name  I have  just  mentioned, 
in  the  similar  circumstance  in  which  he  was  placed? 
Like  themselves,  in  regard  to  the  power  of  congress 
to  establish  branches  for  the  proposed  bank  in  the 
states  Without  their  consent,  he  held,  in  the  most 
unqualified  manner,  the  abstract  right  of  the  British 
parliament  to  tax  the  colonies.  As  a member  of 
the  Rockingham  administration,  he  had  concurred 
fully  in  the  declaratory  act  which  affirmed  that  right. 
But  when  it  came  to  the  question  of  carying  out  the 
power  in  practice,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the 
colonies,  he  opposed  it  with  all  the  mighty  weight  of 
his  eloquence  and  wisdom.  He  said  he  resolved 
that  day  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion— it  was  less  than  nothing  in  his  consideration — 
he  looked  to  the  policy  of  the  question — to  practical 
results.  On  the  question  of  the  right  of  taxation,  (as 
in  this  country  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  congress  to  create  a national  bank),  he 
found  opinions  divided  and  perplexed — great  names 
militate  against  each  other  in  that  field — high  and 
reverend  authorities  lift  up  their  heads  on  both  sides, 
and  there  was  no  sure  fooling  on  that  ground.  It 
was — 

“The  great  Serbonian  bog, 

Where  armies  whole  have  sunk.” 

“The  question,  therefore,”  said  he,  “is  not  what  a 
lawyer  shall  tell  me  I may  do,  but  what  wisdom, 
prudence,  reason,  tell  me  I ought  to  do.  What  avails 
the  strictness  of  my  legal  title,  if  by  its  assertion  I 
lose  my  suit?”  These,  indeed,  were  words  of  so- 
berness and  truth.  I trust  they  may  be  better  heed- 
ed now  than  they  were  then.  I commend  them  to 
the  reflection  of  patriots  and  statesmen. 

Mr.  Rives  said  there  was  another  profound  and 
important  truth — in  especial  harmony  with  the  ge- 
nius of  American  institutions — taught  by  the  wis- 
dom of  the  same  great  philosopher  and  statesman, 
which,  he  trusted,  honorable  senators  would  pardon 
him  for  recalling  to  their  recollection.  It  was  this: 
that  “the  constant  aim  of  every  wise  public  council 
ought  to  be  to  find  out  by  cautious  experiments,  by 
cool  and  rational  endeavors,  with  how  little,  not  how 
much”  power,  governments  could  be  conducted,  and 
the  affaiis  of  nations  be  administered.  Why,  there- 
fore, assert  the  disputed  power  of  congress  in  this 


instance,  admitting  it  to  exist,  till  experience  shall 
have  shown  it  to  be  necessary  for  the  successful 
operation  of  the  measure  proposed?  The  honorable 
senator  from  Kentucky,  I well  recollect,  said  Mr. 
R.  with  that  impressive  and  stirringeloquence  which 
so  eminently  distinguishes  him  above  other  men, 
used  to  approach  his  political  opponents,  during  the 
administration  of  general  Jackson,  with  their  fond 
assertion  of  power — ever  intent,  as  he  said,  on  the 
exercise  of  power,  power,  inexorable  power.  I trust, 
sir,  we  shall  not  fall  into  the  same  error  now'.  The 
distinguished  senator  from  Kentucky  also  had  the 
privilege,  denied  to  most  of  us,  of  having  heard  from 
the  lips  of  that  true-hearted  republican  patriot,  (Geo. 
Clinton),  who  then  filled  the  chairyou  now  occupy, 
Mr.  President,  the  memorable  words  with  which  he 
accompanied  his  casting  vote  against  the  bill  for  re- 
newing the  charter  of  tne  bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1811.  Tbe  nation  caught  them  as  they  fell,  and 
has  cherished  them  since  as  the  oracles  of  wisdom. 
“In  the  course  of  a long  life,”  said  he,  “I  have  found 
that  government  is  not  to  be  strengthened  by  the  as- 
sumption of  doubtful  powers,  but  by  a wise  and  en- 
ergetic execution  of  those  which  are  incontestable; 
the  former  never  fails  to  produce  suspicion  and  dis- 
trust, whilst  the  latter  inspires  respect  and  confi- 
dence.” 

My  firm  conviction,  said  Mr.  Rives,  is,  that  if  the 
institution  now  proposed  to  be  created  shall  be  plant- 
ed on  the  “incontestable”  ground  suggested  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  sustained  and  fostered  by 
the  assent  and  good  will  of  the  states,  it  will  be  far 
stronger  and  more  efficient  to  every  useful  end,  than 
if  if  be  borne  along  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  thrusting  it  upon  the  states  without 
their  consent,  and  in  despite  of  their  objections.  A 
proceeding  of  this  sort  necessarily  begets  opposi- 
tion. A party  war  will  be  commenced  upon  it  at 
the  threshold,  and  its  whole  existence  will  be  one 
of  agitation  and  contest.  On  the  contrary,  if  you 
refer  the  establishment  of  branches  to  the  assent  of 
the  states  within  whose  limits  they  are  to  be  placed, 
they  will  not  merely  be  admitted,  but  they  will  be 
invited  wherever  the  public  interest  shall  call  for 
them.  You  disarm  at  once  the  jealousies  of  state 
sovereignty.  You  place  your  institution  under  the 
safeguard  of  state  honor,  and  under  that  moral  pro- 
tection of  public  sentiment  which  is  far  more  pow- 
erful than  the  stern  mandate  of  the  law.  If  any  of  the 
states  should  withhold  their  assent  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  where 
they  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
the  institution,  the  amendment  I have  offered  con- 
tains an  alternative  provision  for  the  establishment 
of  limited  agencies,  which  would  meet  tbe  chief  ex- 
gencies  of  the  public  service  and  the  leading  com- 
mercial wants  of  the  union,  and  which,  under  a re- 
cent decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  (in  the  case  of  the  bank  of  Augusta,  vs. 
Earle),  might  be  established  in  the  states  without  a 
formal  act  of  consent  on  their  part,  their  assent  be- 
ing presumed  (till  the  contrary  is  declared)  from  the 
general  comity  of  nations. 

With  these  provisions,  adapted  to  every  probable 
contingency,  I feel  persuaded,  said  Mr.  Rives,  that 
the  proposed  institution  would  work  well — smooth- 
ly, harmoniously,  efficiently.  I am  far  from  plac- 
ing any  poor  opinions  of  mine  in  competition  with 
the  sagacity  and  experience  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  but,  like  himself,  I have  conferred  with 
some  able  practical  men,  and  they  give  me  assu- 
rance of  its  feasibility  and  success.  The  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  too,  whose  special  province  it  is  to 
collect  information  on  these  subjects  from  the  most 
approved  sources,  and  to  frame  his  plans  with  cau- 
tion and  care,  has,  in  his  official  presentation  of  the 
plan  contemplated  by  the  amendment,  given  us 
every  reasonable  warrent  in  advance  of  its  capacity 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government  and  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Rives  said  the  history  of  the  two  former 
banks  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  full  of  in- 
struction to  us,  and  suggest  some  important  reflec- 
tions for  our  guidance  on  the  present  occasion.  I do 
not  now  mean  to  inquire  into  the  true  measure  of  the 
benefits  they  may  have  rendered  the  country.  In 
this  respect,  I should  be  found  to  differ  from  some 
of  my  honorable  friends  on  this  side  of  the  house, 
especially  as  to  the  last  bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  I believe  was  the  author  of  full  as  much  evil 
as  good  to  the  nation.  But,  admit  their  benefits  to 
the  public  to  have  been  as  great  as  their  warmest 
champions  have  at  any  time,  claimed  for  them,  yet 
one  fact  remains  incontestably  established  by  the 
history  of  the  country.  Both  of  them,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  their  charters,  went  down  amid  a storm  of 
public  odium  and  indignation,  sinking  millions  of 
the  national  capital  in  the  convulsive  struggles  of 
their  dissolution,  and  oblilerating  for  a time  every 
sense  of  the  benefits  they  may  have  rendered  to  the 
country  in  the  deep  feeling  of  political  hostility  of 
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which  they  were  the  object.  To  avoid  the  recur- 
rence of  similar  mischiefs  hereafter,  the  institution 
now  proposed  to  be  created  must  be  founded  on  dif- 
ferent principles.  You  must  especially  avoid  the 
original  sin  in  the  charters  of  the  two  former 
banks,  by  planting  this  on  constitutional  ground 
not  liable  to  plausible  objection,  and  by  abstain- 
ing, in  its  organization,  from  any  violation  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  or  gratuitous  offence 
to  state  pride.  You  must  change  its  character.  In- 
stead of  a commercial,  trading,  speculating,  stock- 
jobbing  bank,  you  must  make  it  what  its  name  im- 
ports— a fiscal  bank — charged  primarily  with  the 
collection,  transmission  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  but  exerting  incidentally  an  'important 
and  salutary  influence  on  the  general  currency  of  the 
country.  In  short,  sir,  I would  have  it  as  unlike  as 
possible  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States.  I would 
profit  of  the  sober  suggestions  of  such  financiers  as 
Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Appleton,  who,  in  their  late 
publications  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  have  laid 
the  country  under  obligations  to  their  wisdom  and 
patriotism. 

1 acknowledge,  sir,  with  pleasure,  the  many  valu- 
able improvements  and  new  securities  engrafted 
upon  the  bill  now  before  tis  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  by  the  honorable  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clay).  With  that  distinguished  sena- 
tor, I heartily  concur  in  the  exclusion  from  the  bill 
of  the  suggested  application  of  the  fourth  instalment 
of  the  surplus  revenue  of  1836  to  a subscription  for 
stock  in  the  bank  on  behalf  of  the  states.  With 
him,  too,  I cordially  concur  in  the  propriety  of  cut- 
ting off,  bv  the  restriction  he  proposes,  the  possibi- 
lity of  any  transactions,  of  a business  character  be- 
tween the  bank  here  and  members  of  congress  or 
officers  of  the  government.  A similar  exclusion  of 
the  officers  of  the  bank;  the  provisions  for  a large 
publicity  in  regard  to  the  condition,  operations  and 
accounts  of  the  bank;  the  narrower  limitation  than 
usual  imposed  on  the  amount  of  loans  and  dis- 
counts; and  last,  though  not  least,  the  non-renew- 
ability  of  notes  and  other  evidences  of  debt  dis- 
counted, (though  1 should  have  preferred  a much 
shorter  term  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  days  for 
them  to  run) — all  these  are  great  merits  in  the  Ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  secretary  or  the  amendments  of  the 
senator  from  Kentucky.  But  yet  one  thing  remains 
of  infinitely  higher  importance,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, than  all  the  rest,  to  conciliate  the  public  con- 
fidence and  support,  and  to  secure  to  this  new  in- 
stitution a career  of  extended,  useful  and  harmoni- 
ous operation.  Assert  no  odious  or  questionable 
power  in  its  creation.  Do  not  implant  in  it,  at  its 
birth,  a principle  of  contestation  and  force.  Let  it 
have  the  free  and  consentaneous  support  of  all  the 
elements  of  our  mixed  institutions — of  state  and 
of  federal  power  harmoniously  blended.  Thus, 
and  thus  only,  will  it  become,  what  all  must  wish 
to  see  it,  a national,  and  not  a party  institution, 
shielded  by  public  opinion  from  those  fierce  politi- 
cal storms  which  marred  the  usefulness  and  finally 
overwhelmed  in  violent  convulsions  both  of  its  pre- 
decessors. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

I regret  extremely  that  the  senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  RrvES)  has  felt  himself  constrained,  by  a sense 
of  duty,  to  submit  this  amendment.  No  good,  no- 
thing, I fear,  but  unmixed  mischief,  can  come  out 
of  it,  although  I am  quite  sure  this  is  far  from  the 
intention  of  the  senator.  The  people  want  at  our 
hands  a bank,  a real,  old-fashioned  bank — such  an 
one  as  they  and  their  fathers  have  tried  and  expe- 
rienced the  benefits  of.  Now  the  institution,  the 
proper  organization  of  which  we  are  considering,  is 
to  be  a national  bank  or  a local  bank.  If  it  is  to  be 
a naliona)  bank,  we  have  the  power  to  make  it,  or 
we  have  not.  If  we  have  the  power,  if  the  states 
have  already  consented  in  the  constitution,  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a national  bank,  no  further  or  other 
consent  from  them  is  necessary.  Indeed,  if  they 
have  not  already  given  their  assent  in  the  constitu- 
tion, they  cannot  give  it  in  any  mode  other  than 
that  which  the  instrument  itself  prescribes,  accord- 
ing to  which  there  must  be  the  concurrence  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  states.  This,  I think,  is  too  clear  for 
argument.  If  we  have  no  power  to  make  an  undis- 
guised national  bank,  we  ought  not  to  attempt  it. 
We  ought  not  to  seek  to  accomplish  indirectly 
what  we  are  not  authorised  or  forbidden  to  do  di- 
rectly. This  District  often  miles  square  was  plac- 
ed under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  general  government 
that  the  federal  authorities  might  govern  it,  not  that, 
by  means  of  the  local  jurisdiction,  the  whole  union 
should  be  governed  or  controlled.  We  ought  not 
to  apply  a power  granted  for  one  purpose  to  the 
attainment  of  another  purpose,  for  which  it  is  not 
granted.  I do  not  think,  then,  that  we  can  estab- 
lish a local  bank,  and  impart  to  it  national  faculties 
or  functions.  But  the  bank  which  the  senator  lrom 


Virginia  proposes  is,  manifestly,  a mere  local  bank 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  senator  might 
have  spared  himself  some  time  in  proving  the  pow- 
er of  congress  to  establish  such  a bank.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  such  a power.  It 
has  been  again  and  again  exercised,  in  the  charter- 
ing of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  the  Patriotic  and  other  banks.  Any 
one  of  those  banks  might  have  asked  the  permis- 
sion of  a state  to  establish  a branch  within  its  bor- 
ders. The  bank  under  consideration,  if  amended 
as  proposed,  would  not  essentially  differ  from  them, 
except  in  the  magnitude  of  its  capital  and  the  inte- 
rest which  the  government  takes  in  it. 

Assuming  the  existence  of  the  power  as  a settled 
and  legitimate  power,  it  ought  to  be  exercised  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  union;  and  it  ought  to  be  so 
exercised,  without  soliciting  any  further  consent 
from  the  states.  If  it  be  a federal  power — if  it  be 
granted  in  the  constitution,  upon  what  possible 
ground  of  principle  can  we  place  our  justification 
lor  not  exercising  the  power,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  states,  to  be  expressed  hereafter  in 
separate  acts? — And  if  we  established  the  rule  that, 
prior  to  the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  power  to 
establish  a bank,  we  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
states,  what  are  the  limitations,  if  any,  to  the  rule? 
Must  we  not  ask  the  previous  consent  of  the  states 
in  every  instance  of  the  exercise  of  powers  grant- 
ed in  the  constitution  to  the  federal  government? — 
If  we  propose  to  establish  a post  office  or  a mail 
route,  in  a slate,  or  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  or  to 
perform  any  other  federal  duty  appertaining  to  this 
government,  must  we  not  solicit  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  states? 

The  senator  from  Virginia  argues  that,  in  mak- 
ing such  a bank  as  he  wishes,  we  only  forbear  to 
exercise  the  power,  if  we  have  it,  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank;  that,  forbearance  to  exercise  is  no 
abandonment  of  the  power;  and  that,  if  his  bank 
does  not  work  well  we  can  hereafter  resume  the 
power  and  make  another  bank.  It  is  very  true 
that,  in  consenting  to  make  such  a bank  as  he  pro- 
poses, we  do  forbear  to  exercise  the  power  to  es- 
tablish a national  bank;  for  there  is  quite  as  much 
difference  between  his  bank  and  a national,  as  there 
is  between  any  other  local  bank;  any  state  bank, 
and  a national  bank.  Just  as  much  difference  as 
there  is  between  a bank  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  a bank  of  the  United  States.  As  a general  pro- 
position, it  may  be  true  that  forbearance  to  exer- 
cise power  is  not  tantamount  to  the  surrender  of 
the  power.  But  there  may  be,  ori  the  other  hand, 
a case  of  such  marked  and  peculiar  character  that 
the  voluntary  forbearance  to  exercise  a given  power 
amounts  to  a virtual  surrender  of  that  power.  And 
I think  the  bank  question  is  such  a case.  It  has 
been  contested  for  fifty  years,  and  variously  decid- 
ed. During  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  the  contest 
has  been  conducted  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  ear- 
nestness, not  to  say  bitterness.  The  defeated  party, 
not  much  short  of  a moiety  of  the  nation,  stoutly  de- 
nies, as  a party,  the  power.  Now,  if  the  triumphant 
party,  at  the  close  of  the  contest,  refuses  to  exercise 
the  power,  will  it  not  be  hereafter  construed  as  a 
virtual  or  implied  relinquishment  of  the  power?  If 
that  party,  moreover,  declining  to  exercise  the  pow- 
er, puts  forth  in  lieu,  but  in  the  name  of  a national 
bank,  a lickety,  imbecile,  incompetent  local  bank, 
which,  I think,  cannot  fail  to  disappoint  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  the  people,  how  could  you  af- 
terwards resume  the  relinquished  power?  Why, 
the  people  would  become  so  disgusted  with  the  ve- 
ry name  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
would  not  allow  you  to  resume  the  power.  The 
senator  tells  us  that  if  his  experiment  fail,  we  may 
then  make  a bank  after  the  old  model.  Why,  sir, 
what  have  we  been  struggling  against  for  the  last 
eight  years?  Experiment  after  experiment,  until 
our  country  has  been  brought  to  the  very  brink  of 
ruin.  And,  at  the  very  moment  when  we  have  not 
merely  seen  land,  but  got,  as  all  had  hoped,  into  a 
safe  port;  when  storms,  and  tempests,  and  experi- 
ments were  at  an  end,  and  the  bright  sun  of  hope 
and  prosperity  was  bursting  upon  our  joyful  vision, 
the  senator  from  Virginia  comes  forward  and  asks 
us  once  more  to  put  to  sea  with  him  on  a distant 
and  perilous  cruise,  and  to  try  another  experiment! 

The  proposition  which  requires  the  consent  of  a 
state  within  whose  limits  a branch  is  placed,  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  erroneous  assumption  that  the 
branch  is  introduced  for  the  sole  benefit  of  a parti- 
cular state.  But  that  is  not  the  case.  It  is  put 
there  for  the  benefit  of  the  union,  including  the  par- 
ticular state.  lithe  federal  power  to  put  it  there 
exists,  it  ought  to  be  exercised,  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  union;  if  there  be  no  such  power,  then 
the  branch  ought  not  to  be  clandestinely  introduc- 
ed into  a state.  But  do,  Mr.  President,  see  how 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  consenting  slate  by  the 
senator’s  proposed  amendment.  It  is  a part  of  that 


amendment,  that,  when  an  office  of  discount  and 
deposite  is  once  established  in  a state  with  the  con- 
sent oT  the  state,  “the  office  shall  not  be  withdrawn 
without  the  assent  of  congress.”  Now,  if  your 
power  be  incompetent  to  plant  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  within  the  limits  of  a state  without  the 
consent  of  the  state,  how,  after  it  is  put  there,  can 
you  hold  and  maintain  it  there  in  spite  of  aud 
against  the  will  of  the  state? 

[Here  Mr.  Rives  interposed  and  said  that,  it  was 
a part  of  the  compact  made  between  the  sovereign 
state  and  the  bank.] 

Mr.  Clay  continued.  Suppose  it  is,  whence  do 
you  derive  your  authority  to  enforce  any  contract 
made  between  a sovereign  state  and  a corporation? 
If  you  are  forbidden  by  the  constitution  to  place  a 
branch  in  a state,  can  you  delegate  such  an  authority? 
Can  you,  in  other  words,  delegate  what  you  have 
not  to  a corporation.  Forbidden  to  effect  an  object, 
directly,  can  you  achieve  it  indirectly? 

The  project  of  the  senator  from  Virginia  proceeds 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  constitution  has  not 
granted  any  power  to  congress  to  establish  a nation- 
al bank.  If,  therefore,  a branch  is  admitted  within 
a state,  it  is  there  in  virtue  of  the  will,  under  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  that  state.  It  is  consequently  amenable  to 
and  may  be  dealt  with  by,  the  power  of  the  state 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  state. 

The  senator  inquired  if  it  were  not  competent  to 
Great  Britain  to  admit  if  she  pleased  the  establish- 
ment of  a branch  or  office  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States  within  her  limits?  Most  undoubtedly  she 
may;  and  it  would  be  an  analogous  case  to  the  ad- 
mission of  such  a branch  by  a state.  Upon  the  sup- 
position of  the  admission  of  such  a branch,  would 
it  not  be  subject  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain? 
Could  the  fact,  that  the  corporation  whose  branch 
was  thus  received  was  created  by  a foreign  sove- 
reignty, exert  any  restraint  upon  the  power  of  the 
British  parliament  in  dealing  as  it  pleased  with  the 
alien  or  emigrant  branch  which  it  had  thus  receiv- 
ed? The  branch  located  within  the  state  by  the 
consent  of  the  state,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
would  be  a local  institution,  governed  by  the  local 
laws.  That,  I think,  would  be  the  case  of  any 
branch  unconditionally  admitted  by  the  legislature 
of  a state.  But  if  you  organize  a bank  within 
this  District,  and  in  the  terms  of  its  charter  an- 
nounce to  the  states  that  branches  can  only  be  ad- 
mitted within  their  limits  by  their  consent  and  au- 
thority, you  necessarily  invoke  the  several  states 
to  deliberate  on  the  question  of  admission  which 
they  are  thus  called  upon  to  decide.  And  if  they 
may  consent  or  not  consent,  according  to  their  op. 
tion,  they  may  consent  absolutely  or  upon  condi- 
tions, according  to  the  views  which  they  may  hap- 
pen to  take,  not  of  the  interest  of  the  whole  union, 
but,  of  their  several  communities.  Thus  a power 
which,  if  it  exist,  beyond  all  question  was  delegat- 
ed for  the  general  good,  and  to  be  exercised  by  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled,  is  devolved  upon  each 
of  twenty-six  state  sovereignties,  to  be  executed 
according  to  their  respective  opinions  of  the  inte- 
rests of  each  of  them. 

And  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  consent  of  the  se- 
veral states  (if  indeed  any  of  them  did  consent) 
would  be  coupled  with  various  restrictions  and 
conditions,  according  to  what  they  might  deem  best 
for  their  several  communities?  The  taxing  power 
would  probably  be  insisted  upon  by  all  of  them. 

The  bank  would  be  told,  yes,  you  may  establish 
a branch,  but  you  must  pay  the  same  tax  that  the 
local  banks  are  subject  to.  We  cannot  receive  a 
stranger  within  our  borders  and  let  him  fare  better 
than  the  natives.  And  who  could  withstand  the 
force  of  that  argument  before  the  people  of  any 
state  in  the  union?  Other  conditions  would  be 
sought  to  be  imposed;  such  as  the  nature  of  the  bu- 
siness to  be  transacted  by  the  branch,  the  rates  of 
exchange,  the  denomination  of  notes,  the  partici- 
pation of  the  state  authorities  in  the  direction,  &c. 
A fruitful  source  of  contention,  in  some  states, 
would  be  the  place  of  location  of  the  branch;  just  as 
we  have  seen  the  terminus  or  commencement  of  a 
canal,  or  rail  road  or  Macadamized  road,  distracting 
and  agitating  a whole  state. 

Another  question  of  great  importance  would  be 
the  degree  of  legal  protection  which  the  branches 
would  enjoy  in  the  several  states  which  might  ad- 
mit them.  Concede  the  power  of  congress  to  es- 
tablish a national  bank,  and  the  right  to  protect  it3 
existence  and  its  operations  necessarily  results  to 
congress.  Deny  that  power,  and  it  must  be  wholly 
dependent  upon  the  states.  The  committee  have 
inserted  in  this  bill  adequate  provisions  to  punish 
counterfeiters  of  the  issues  of  the  bank,  and  its  of- 
ficers, agents  and  servants,  who  may  embezzle  its 
funds.  These  provisions  are  valid  and  will  be  ef- 
fectual, on  the  supposition  of  the  existence,  in  the 
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federal  government,  of  a power  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank;  but,  if  no  such  power  exist,  or  if  exist- 
ing, you  forbear  to  execute  it,  these  provisions  will 
lose  all  their  force  and  efficacy.  For  congress  can- 
not, if  it  is  not  authorised  to  establish,  or  does  not 
mean  to  establish  a national  bank,  pass  penal  laws 
operating  beyond  the  territory  of  this  District.  The 
enactment  of  penal  legislation,  operating  to  deprive 
a man  of  life  or  liberty,  is  the  highest  imaginable 
exercise  of  human  authority.  Congress  cannot  ex- 
tend its  protection  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District  into  the 
limits  of  the  states.  These  alone  must  afford  them 
protection,  or  they  would  there  have  no  legal  pro- 
tection. Now,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  this 
fiscal  bank  as  to  crimes  committed  against  it  in  the 
states?  In  the  states  admitting  branches?  In  the 
states  refusing  the  admission  of  branches? 

My  friend  from  Virginia  has  argued  to  prove 
that  congress  possesses  the  power  to  make  such  a 
bank  as  this  is;  that  when  it  is  brought  into  exist- 
ence by  the  authority  of  congress,  its  corporate  ca- 
pacity is  complete;  and  that  congress  may  invest  it 
with  the  privilege  of  contracting  with  the  states 
for  the  introduction  of  its  branches.  When  intro- 
duced, he  thinks  the  purposes  of  its  institution  may 
be  accomplished.  These  is  no  doubt,  I repeat,  that 
congress  may  create  such  a bank;  but  it  is,  never- 
theless, nothing  more  nor  less  than  a bank  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  If  it  should  have  any  exte- 
rior action,  through  officers  or  agencies  situate  be- 
yond the  District,  that  exterior  action  would  not 
result  from  the  legislation  of  congress,  but  from  the 
legislation  of  the  states  by  which  their  consent  was 
granted  to  establish  these  offices  or  agencies  within 
their  limits.  And  the  states  would  have  just  as 
much  a right  to  allow  of  these  offices  or  agencies, 
whether  there  was  any  grant  from  congress  or  not 
to  the  corporation,  in  its  charter,  to  establish  them. 
For  there  can  be  no  doubt,  I presume,  that  the 
bank  of  the  Metropolis  might  now  establish  such 
an  office  or  agency  in  any  state  that  would  permit, 
notwithstanding  the  silence  of  its  charter  on  that 
subject.  The  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  has  been  understood,  has  or  had  its  agen- 
cies in  other  states,  which  must  have  depended 
solely  upon  the  toleration  of  their  laws. 

No  amendment  to  the  charter,  made  by  the  com- 
mittee, has  commanded  from  the  senator  from  Vir- 
ginia warmer  commendation  than  that  which  denies 
to  the  parent  bank  all  power  of  discounting  with- 
in the  District,  and  compels  it  to  transact  that  part 
of  the  business  of  banking,  through  its  offices,  be- 
yond the  District.  Considered  as  a national  bank 
with  branches,  emanating  from  and  protected  with- 
in the  states  by  the  national  authority,  I think  that 
feature  is  worthy  of  all  the  senator’s  admiration. — 
But  if  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a mere  District  bank, 
springing  from  the  power  of  local  legislation  posses- 
sed by  congress,  it  would  be  certainly  a most  ano- 
malous, if  not  ridiculous  feature.  In  this  view  of  it, 
congress  will  have  made,  in  virtue  of  its  local  pow- 
er of  legislation,  a great  District  bank,  which  is 
stript  ol  all  essential  power  of  banking  within  the 
District,  and  transacts  all  of  its  important  business 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  District.  We  shall 
have  made  a sort  of  monster,  indeed,  with  a body 
destitute  of  life,  animation  or  action  where  it  abides, 
but  which  may  thrown  out  all  around  it  into  the 
states  its  long  and  huge  paws  or  branches  to  con- 
duct the  most  extensive  operations  there!  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, is  this  such  a national  bank  as  the  people  of 
the  United  States  expect  from  congress? 

The  senator  from  Virginia  has  invoked  a spirit 
of  concession,  compromise  and  conciliation  in  our 
deliberations.  I believe,  sir,  that  I have  not  been 
heretofore  fouud  wanting  in  yielding  to  the  influ- 
ence of  such  a spirit.  But  there  are  some  cases  of 
principle  which  admit  of  no  compromise,  and  I fear 
that  this  is  one.  The  question  is  a national  bank 
or  no  national  bank,  constitutionally  or  unconstitu- 
tionally, power  or  no  power.  How  are  these  op- 
posite properties  or  qualities  to  be  reconciled  or 
compromised?  There  is  no  mean  or  middle  term 
If  you  establish  a really  national  bank,  emanating 
from,  sustained  and  protected  by  the  power  of  con- 
gress, and  operating  within  the  states  without  their 
consent  or  control,  those  who  deny  the  existence  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  construct 
such  an  institution  are  dissatisfied  and  think  they  are 
called  upon  to  yield  every  thing.  A nd,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  you  establish  a mere  District  bank,  with 
branching  powers  in  the  states  dependent  upon 
their  will,  the  friends  of  the  constitutional  power 
of  congress  think  that  you  mock  the  people  with  an 
incompetent  institution,  and  call  upon  them  to  sur- 
render every  thing. 

And  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  sort  of  conces- 
sion or  compromise  which  the  senator  from  Virgi- 
nia calls  upon  us  to  make — a concession  of  every 
thing  on  our  side,  and  nothing  on  his — a compro- 


mise in  which  he  gets  all  and  gives  nothing!  We 
were  extremely  glad,  Mr.  President,  to  find  the 
honorable  senator,  although  under  another  respec- 
table flag,  uniting  with  the  whigs  to  bring  about 
that  great  change  in  the  administration  of  the  ge- 
neral government  which  commenced  on  the  4th  of 
March  last.  Some  of  us  indulged  the  hope  that, 
profiting  by  the  illustrious  example  of  his  lamented 
neighbors,  Jefferson,  Madison  and  Monroe,  he 
might  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bank  power 
was  no  longer  an  open  or  disputable  question;  but, 
if  he  could  not  agree  with  them  and  us,  we  hoped 
that  other  instances,  on  important  measures,  of  con- 
currence of  opinion  between  us,  might  compensate 
for  this  sole  difference.  For  one,  I was  disposed 
to  leave  the  senator  in  the  undisturbed  possession 
of  his  opinion,  hoping  that,  if  he  could  not  unite 
with  us  in  establishing  an  effectual  national  bank, 
we  might  do  without  his  vote  on  that  question. — 
But  I would  ask  him  if  it  be  kind  or  right  in  him 
to  seek  to  distnrb  us  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  our 
opinions?  If  he  cannot  come  to  the  twenty-six  or 
twenty-seven  whig  senators,  who  believe  that  con- 
gress has  the  constitutional  power  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank,  ought  he  to  endeavor  to  drag  them  to 
him?  Is  not  such  a process  against  all  the  laws  of 
gravitation? 

[Here  Mr.  Rives  said  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed was  reported  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury.] 

That  is  true,  and  the  senator  is  entitled  to  all  the 
benefit  he  can  derive  from  that  fact.  I feel  quite 
sure,  however  that  the  secretary  does  not  entertain 
a different  opinion  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
congress  from  ours.  I must,  then,  entreat  the  se- 
nator from  Virginia  to  forbear  pressing  his  amend- 
ment, and,  if  he  cannot  give  up  his  own  peculiar 
opinion,  to  leave  us  in  the  undistuibed  enjoyment 
of  our  long-cherished  convictions. 

He  thinks,  indeed,  that  the  bank  power  is  a ques- 
tion not  so  firmly  settled,  by  repeated  decisions,  as  I 
have  supposed  it  to  be.  Why,  sir,  how  stands  the 
matter?  Twenty-seven  years  ago,  Mr.  Madison 
considered  and  treated  it  as  a settled  question.  Af- 
ter that,  a new  bank  of  the  United  States  was  esta- 
blished, which  lasted  twenty  years.  During  its  ex- 
istence, two  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  (the  bank  with  the  state  of  Ohio,  and 
McCullough  vs.  Maryland,  involving  the  taxing  and 
penal  powers  of  the  states),  one,  if  not  both,  unani- 
mousty  pronounced,  affirmed  the  existence  of  the 
power.  In  congress,  in  1832,  a bill  passed  by  con- 
siderable majorities  to  recharter  the  bank.  Public 
opinion,  in  all  the  various  modes  of  its  manifesta- 
tion, in  legislative  assemblies  and  in  popular  meet- 
ings, has  proclaimed  the  constitutionality  and  ex- 
pediency of  a national  bank.  It  is  not  true  that  the 
re-election  of  gen.  Jackson  was  a decision  adverse 
to  the  bank  power;  for,  in  his  veto  of  the  recharter, 
he  admitted  the  utility  of  a bank,  and  stated  that, 
if  applied  to,  he  could  have  furnished  a plan.  He 
was  voted  for,  therefore,  by  large  numbers — in  my 
personal  knowledge,  he  was  by  many — under  a full 
expectation  that,  if  re-elected,  a national  bank  would 
be  established.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
election,  the  single  question  of  bank  or  no  bank  was 
not  fairly  put  in  issue.  It  was  mixed  up  with  others; 
and  one,  if  not  two  of  his  competitors,  were  not  un- 
derstood to  be  unconditionally  in  favor  of  the  power. 

It  has  been  argued  that  we  must  incorporate  this 
amendment  in  the  charter,  and  pass  it  in  that  form, 
or  we  shall  get  no  bank;  and  allusions  have  been 
distinctly  made  to  opinions  entertained  elsewhere. 
I do  not  think  that  it  is  compatible  with  the  respect 
which  is  due  to  the  chief  magistrate,  or  to  the  dig- 
nity and  independence  of  the  senate,  to  make  such 
allusions,  Whatever  inferences  gentlemen  may 
have  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  draw,  I am  per- 
fectly confident  that  the  president  has  given  autho- 
rity to  no  one  to  say  how,  in  a given  contingency, 
he  would  act.  Such  a gratuitous  intimation,  in  ad- 
vance, on  a question  of  such  delicacy  and  difficulty, 
I think  I am  not  mistaken  when  I say  his  sense  of 
official  propriety  would  restrain  him  from  making. 
And  my  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  honor  of 
the  president,  and  in  his  devotion  to  the  cause  which 
brought  him  into  power,  is  so  great,  that  I feel  per- 
fectly persuaded  that  he  cannot  fail  to  look  at  any 
measure  which  congress  may  mature,  and  present 
to  his  consideration,  with  an  anxious  desire,  if  he 
can,  to  conform  his  judgment  to  that  of  the  legisla- 
tive department.  I will  not,  for  the  reason  already 
assigned,  advert  to  the  facts  and  circumstances  on 
which  I indulge  hope,  and  from  which  I draw  infer- 
ences variant  from  those  which  have  been  express- 
ed. 

But,  sir,  is  it  quite  certain  that  such  a bank  as 
the  senator  from  Virginia  would  alone  make  it  real- 
ly better  Ilian  no  bank?  All  must  Teel  that  the  bank 
controversy  has  bad  sufficient  duration  and  sufficient 
bitterness.  It  should  be  the  desire  of  all  to  see  it 


terminated,  and  harmony  ODCe  more  restored,  if  not 
forever,  at  least  for  a period  of  twenty  years.  Pass 
an  old  fashioner!  bank,  with  only  such  improve- 
ments as  experience  has  clearly  demonstrated  to  be 
necessary;  such  a bank  as  the  people  want  and  de- 
mand; such  as  the  committee  have  reported,  and  I 
believe,  in  less  than  six  months,  that  we  shall  have 
on  this  subject  tranquillity  and  acquiescence.  For, 
sir,  notwithstanding  threats  by  our  political  oppo- 
nents to  attempt  to  repeal  a charter,  passed  by  ma- 
jorities according  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  con- 
stitution, I do  not  believe  that,  if  it  should  pass,  they 
are  going  before  the  intelligent  people  ol  the  United 
States  upon  such  a question.  I think  their  sober 
second  tlioughts  will  restrain  them  from  making 
such  an  appeal  to  the  moral  judgment  of  mankind. 
But  if  they  do,  ii  is  impossible  for  me  to  doubt  the 
issue  of  such  a contest. 

Are  we  sure  that  if  we  pass  a bank,  whose  opera- 
tions are  wholly  dependent  upon  the  separate  move- 
ment of  twenty-six  states,  we  shall  secure  the  de- 
sired repose?  I fear  not.  I fear  that  such  an  insti- 
tution will  be  but  the  commencement  of  our  bank 
troubles;  be  but  the  vestibule  of  the  bank  controver- 
sy. We  shall  throw  among  the  people  a new  apple 
of  discord.  All  the  old  prejudices  against  a bank 
will  be  revived,  and  they  will  be  aggravated  arid 
augmented  by  the  new  questions  and  new  issues 
with  which  this  perilous  scheme  is  surrounded. — 
Can  power  be  derived  to  the  general  government, 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  consent  of  a stale? 
Shall  the  states  consent  to  the  admission  of  branches? 
With  or  without  conditions?  Shall  they  be  receiv- 
ed without  being  liable  to  the  same  tax  as  the  local 
banks  pay?  Shall  the  bank  be  allowed  to  plant  them 
wherever  it  pleases  in  a state  or  at  a city,  to  be  de- 
signated by  the  legislature?  These  and  other  ques- 
tions may  agitate  and  distract  this  people  from 
Maine  to  Louisiana.  They  will  absorb  all  other 
political  questions,  and,  I apprehend,  completely 
engross  the  public  mind.  I tremble  at  the  conse- 
quences, and  no  man  can  foresee  the  final  issue  of 
such  a tremendous  struggle. 

What  is  to  be  done  in  this  unpleasant  state  of 
things?  The  path  of  duty  lies  broad,  clear  and 
straight  before  us.  We  have  convictions,  strong 
and  unshaken  convictions,  of  what  ought  to  be  done. 
And  these  convictions  coincide  with  the  opinions 
and  the  wishes  of  the  people.  The  theory  of  our 
government,  the  spirit  of  all  free  institutions,  and 
the  genious  of  liberty  inculcate  that  the  legislative 
and  executive  departments  of  government  should 
be  independent  and  uncontrolled  in  their  respective 
spheres  of  action,  the  one  by  the  other.  Can  we 
give  up  our  deliberate  judgments  to  mere  presump- 
tion of  what  may  be  the  judgment  of  others?  No, 
sir;  that  is  too  great  a sacrifice  to  ask  of  indepen- 
dent freemen,  representing  independent  and  en- 
lightened freemen.  Our  true  course  is,  to  mature 
the  measure,  according  to  all  the  lights  of  our  un- 
derstanding, and  to  the  deliberate  dictates  of  our 
best  judgments,  and  transmit  it  as  perfect  as,  in  our 
consciences,  we  can  make  it,  to  the  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  government.  Upon  receiving  it,  his 
duties,  his  responsibility,  his  rights  will  accrue; 
and,  among  them,  the  most  precious  is,  that  of  ex- 
amining the  measure  with  all  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence which  belong  to  his  high  station. 

Let  us  hope  for  concurrence  between  the  two  de- 
partments of  government;  but  if  there  should  not  be 
their  disagreement  will  not  be  the  greatest  of  public 
calamities — a greater  would  be  a voluntary  surren- 
der of  sacrifice  of  the  conscientious  judgment  and 
constitutional  independence  of  the  one  to  the  other. 
If,  after  both  have  acted,  there  should  be  any  de- 
velopment of  a difference  of  opinion  between  them, 
the  exact  point  of  difference  will  be  seen;  and  then, 
in  a spirit  of  mutual  liberality  and  concession,  some 
measure  may  possibly  be  devised  which  will  obvi- 
ate all  difficulties.  I will  not  anticipate  any  disa- 
greement in  opinion  between  the  legislative  and  ex- 
ecutive authorities;  but  if  it  should  unfortunately 
occur,  it  will  not  be  the  first  instance  of  the  kind, 
nor  upon  this  bank  subject,  in  our  history.  If,  in 
the  midst  of  a disastrous  war,  president  Madison 
and  congress  could  not  agree  as  to  the  proper  orga- 
nization of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
disagreement  did  not  seriously  affect  the  public  in- 
terests, surely,  if,  unfortunately,  we  must,  I hope 
we  may  differ  in  a season  of  profound  peace,  in  re- 
spect to  the  proper  constitution  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, without  the  infliction  of  any  irremediable  evil 
upon  our  country. 

Mr.  Preston,  following  Mr.  Clay,  said:  I most 
earnestly  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  senator  from  Virginia  will  receive 
the  sanction  of  this  body.  I have  given  to  it  all  the 
reflection  which  its  importance  demand,  and  it  is- 
the  clear  conviction  of  my  judgment  that,  all  cir- 
cumstances considered,  we  ought  to  concur  in  its 
adoption. 
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it)  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  it  is  indispen- 
sable to  look  at  the  position  in  which  the  majority 
is  placed,  and  to  be  governed  in  our  decision  by 
practical  results  rather  than  by  theoretical  opinions. 

What,  sir,  are  the  circumstances  by  which  we  are 
surrounded?  After  a struggle  unexampled  in  the 
history  of  parties,  in  which,  for  a series  of  years, 
opposing  principles  were  arrayed  against  each  other, 
the  last  battle  has  been  fought  and  the  victory  won; 
the  people  have  pronounced  the  condemnation  of 
those  measures  which  have  been  here  so  long  and 
strenuously  resisted;  and  it  now  becomes  our  duty 
to  carry  their  will  into  effect. 

The  incompetency  of  the  state  banks  to  subserve 
the  purposes  of  the  government,  equalize  exchanges, 
and  furnish  a currency  of  uniform  value  throughout 
the  union,  was  brought  in  the  late  canvass  promi- 
nently belbre  the  people,  and  urged  with  great  abi- 
lity; and,  although  the  inclination  of  my  judgment 
was  in  favor  of  a fair  experiment  of  this  system  un- 
der propitious  circumstances,  it  seern  to  be  the  opi- 
nion of  high  authority  that  the  people  have  pro- 
nounced its  condemnation. 

That  the  sub-treasury  system  has  also  been  uni- 
versally and  unequivocally  condemned  can  admit  of 
no  doubt.  It  has  fallen  with  its  own  weight,  and 
carried  those  with  it  who  brought  it  into  being. 

The  necessity  for  some  bank  agency  in  carrying 
on  the  commercial  exchanges  of  the  country  was, 
however,  among  the  whig  party,  universally  admit- 
ted. I myself  could  not  doubt  it.  It  would  he 
just  as  rational  to  forego  the  improvements  of  so- 
ciety, and  adhere  to  the  use  of  an  obsolete  language, 
as  now,  in  a commercial  age  and  a commercial 
country, to  adhere  exclusively  to  a metallic  curren- 
cy, and  forego  the  facilities  of  banking  agencies. — 
Banks,  in  some  form,  have  become  as  indispensable 
to  the  commercial  world  as  the  atmosphere  itself  is 
necessary  to  animal  existence. 

But,  although  the  banking  agency  is  most  cer- 
tainly demanded  by  the  people,  the  form  in  which 
it  shall  be  exercised  may  justly  admit  of  some  di- 
versity of  opinion. 

In  this  uncertainty  on  a matter  of  detail — a mere 
question  as  to  the  best  form  in  which  the  banking 
power  shall  be  exercised — we  assemble  here.  The 
president,  in  his  message,  declares  his  readiness  to 
concur  in  any  measure  indicated  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  consistent  with  his  constitu- 
tional obligations:  and  now  to  unite  in  some  mea- 
sure for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  po- 
pular will,  becomes  our  imperative  duty. 

Among  the  means  presented  for  ascertaining  the 
best  mode  to  carry  the  popular  will  into  effect  the 
recommendations  of  that  department,  specially 
charged  with  the  general  finances  and  currency  of 
the  country  cannot  be  pretermitted. 

The  senate  having  called  upon  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  furnish  a plan  most  suitable  in  his 
opinion,  for  remedying  the  evils  of  a deranged  cur- 
rency, he  submits  his  project.  It  comes  to  us, 
therefore,  by  the  authority  of  law,  upon  our  own 
requisition,  and  in  a manner  the  most  formal. 

The  plan  of  the  treasury,  thus  fairly  before  us, 
has  received  numerous  and  essential  modifications 
by  the  committee  to  whom  it  has  been  referred,  and 
to  one  of  these  modilications  only  the  senator  from 
Virginia  dissents. 

In  either  mode,  it  is  believed  that  most  of  the  ex- 
isting evils  will  be  remedied.  Shall  we  hazard 
their  continuance  by  refraining  from  the  adoption 
of  either?  Is  it  expedient,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  entrust  the  execution  of  measures  to  un- 
willing hands  and  adverse  opinions?  Will  slight 
grounds  justify  a difference  among  those  upon 
whose  harmony  and  union  interests  of  the  highest 
magnitude  depend?  When  much  may  be  accom- 
plished, will  it  not  be  better  to  forego  a possible  ad- 
vantage, which  can  only  be  gained  bv  the  sacrifice 
of  that  unity  of  action  between  the  executive  and 
legislative  branches  of  the  government,  upon  which, 
in  our  complicated  system,  so  many  vital  interests 
depend? 

Considering,  then,  the  operation  of  the  bill,  as 
reported  by  the  committee,  and  as  proposed  to  be 
modified  by  the  senator  from  Virginia,  I cannot 
think  that  a case  exists  which  would  authorise  a 
difference  among  those  united  together  against  a 
common  evil. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  senator  from  Virginia  is  but  a continuance 
of  those  experiments  under  which  the  country  has 
groaned,  and  which  have  eventuated  in  the  stagna- 
tion of  commerce,  the  loss  of  property  and  a de- 
ranged currency.  But,  sir,  are  not  many  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee, 
entirely  new?  Are  they  not,  therefore,  experi- 
ments? Is  not  the  abandonment  of  a greatcommer- 
cial  empoi  ium,  and  the  location  of  the  mother  bank 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  experiment?  Is  not 
the  proposed  limitation  of  7 per  cent,  dividends, and 


the  application  of  the  surplus  as  an  vailable  fund  to 
supply  a contingent  diminution,  an  experiment? — 
Are  there  not  other  departures  from  any  previous 
model,  mere  experiments,  sanctioned,  it  may  be,  by 
our  judgments  now,  but  remaining  to  be  tested  by 
experience?  Why,  then,  the  alaimed  attempted  to 
be  excited  against  another  departure,  not,  perhaps, 
greater,  or  more  vital  than  many  of  those  which 
have  already  been  approved?  All  concur  in  estab- 
lishing a bank  of  the  United  States.  The  existing 
difference  is  one  of  mere  detail.  If  a probability 
exists  that  the  currency  cannot  be  reformed  by  the 
amendment  proposed,  are  subordinate  considera- 
tions to  drive  us  from  this  object? 

I bring  my  mind  to  the  single  point?  Is  the  ma- 
chine practical?  Will  it  effect  the  objects  for  which 
it  is  designed?  Who  will  venture  to  say  that  it  will 
not?  The  executive  branch  of  the  government  has 
given  its  opinion  that  it  will.  The  senator  from 
Virginia  concurs  in  this  opinion.  I hope  it  will. — 
Shall  I then  not  try  for  the  sake  of  harmony  and 
peace?  Should  it  succeed,  our  object  is  accom- 
plished; heats  and  dissensions  are  avoided,  and  our 
united  strength  remains  unimpaired.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  harmony  and  union  is  too  great,  in  my 
judgment,  to  be  lightly  thrown  away.  To  preserve 
it  I would  hazard  much,  endure  much. 

What  may  not  be  the  consequences  of  a different 
course?  May  we  not  by  division  and  contention 
among  ourselves,  defer,  if  not  entirely  defeat,  the 
adoption  of  measures  indispensable  to  the  public 
prosperity,  and  importunately  demanded  at  our 
hands  by  a suffering  community?  May  we  not 
place  the  reins  of  pow’er  in  the  hands  of  those  whose 
former  policy  has  brought  the  country  to  the  brink 
of  ruin,  and  whose  future  action  in  the  same  career, 
would,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  past,  augment  the 
national  distress,  and  perpetuate  the  evils  we  have 
so  long  deplored?  I confess,  sir,  I cannot  contem- 
plate this  contingency  without  dismay.  I would 
consider  it  fraught  with  unutterable  calamity.  A 
decaying  commerce,  a fettered  navigation,  industry 
every  where  paralyzed,  and  distrust  pervading  the 
union  are  but  the  harbingers  of  ills  which  may  now 
be  entailed  upon  the  land.  To  avoid  these  results, 
by  mutual  concession  and  liberal  forbearance, 
should  be  regarded  as  a paramount  duty  and  a com- 
mon object;  and  to  prevent  a catastrophe  which  will 
fill  many  a patriot  with  anguish  and  mortification, 
I shall  think  myself  justified  in  making  almost  any 
sacrifice. 

I have  said,  sir,  that  I hoped  the  bill  under  dis- 
cussion, as  modified  by  the  senator  from  Virginia, 
would  be  productive  of  good.  It  at  least  comes  to 
us  recommended  by  those  into  whose  hands  have 
been  committed  the  finances  of  the  country.  But 
suppose  the  worst.  Let  it  even  fail  in  its  object. 
Shall  we  not  have  gained  the  benefit  of  experience? 
Will  not  the  adoption  of  some  other  measure  be  the 
more  apparent?  Having  made  this  concession  to 
the  scruples  of  the  conscientious,  or  the  fears  of  the 
more  cautious,  would  not  the  common  feeling  of 
the  country  rise  spontaneously  and  irresistibly  to 
the  adoption  of  means  by  which  stability  and  value 
shall  be  imparted  to  the  currency  of  the  country? 
If  an  institution  invested  w ith  the  powers  of  the  old 
bank  of  the  United  States  should  be  found  by  expe- 
rience to  be  the  only  expedient  by  which  the  essen- 
tial ends  of  government  can  be  attained,  let  it,  in 
the  name  of  our  common  country,  be  adopted.  But 
in  the  meantime,  until  this  creative  necessity  shall 
be  invincible  and  apparent,  let  us  not  reject  the 
trial  of  Ihe  same  institution  in  a modified  and  some 
less  objectionable  form. 

At  an  important  crisis,  like  the  present,  when 
harmony  and  union  can  alone  carry  you  triumph- 
antly to  the  attainment  ofyour  ends,  too  much  mo- 
deration is,  in  my  judgment,  preferable  to  too  much 
rashness,  and  wisdom  dictates  to  all  conciliation  and 
forbearance.  Is  it  not  better  to  approach  the  ob- 
ject of  pursuit  by  advances  gradual  but  certain, 
rather  than  hazard  an  irretrievable  failure  by  a pre- 
cipiate  bound?  In  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 
each  of  us  ought  not  to  forget  that  there  are  others 
whose  co-operation  is  not  less  essential  than  our 
own;  that  something  is  due  to  the  laudable  desire 
which  all  must  feel  to  preserve  a repulation  unim- 
paired for  uniformity  in  opinion  and  conduct,  and 
that  every  generous,  honorable  impulse  should  in- 
cline us  to  appreciate  the  motive  which  seeks  to 
preserve  the  moral  power  of  an  untarnished  name, 
and  to  shun  the  self-abasement  which  is  often  Ihe 
consequence  of  variable  conduct  and  inconsistent 
opinions. 

Impelled,  then,  by  that  liberality  to  others  which, 
in  like  circumstances,  we  should  desire  to  see  ex- 
tended to  ourselves,  let  us  unite  on  some  common 
ground,  and  march  together  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  objects  for  which  we  are  convened. 

It  is  hir  these  reasons  that  I am  induced  to  give 
a coidial  support  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 


senator  from  Virginia.  It  promises  the  attainment 
of  the  objects  of  a fiscal  agent,  and  presents  a com- 
mon platform  upon  which  all  may  unite. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

August  5.  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a large  and  highly  respectable  assemblage  held 
in  Fauquier  county,  Virginia,  protesting  against 
the  extra  session  as  useless  and  uncalled  for;  against 
a national  bank,  as  unconstitutional,  and  denying 
that  it  was  made  an  issue  before  the  people  during 
the  late  presidential  election,  and  maintaining  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  wage  deadly  and  unceasing  war 
until  its  repeal  was  effected;  affirming,  at  the  same 
time,  that  congress  had  full  power  to  repeal  the 
charter  whenever  the  majority  chose  to  do  so;  also, 
against  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  against  an  increase  of  the  tariff,  and 
against  a national  debt;  and  giving  thanks  to  the 
democratic  members  for  their  patriotic  exertions 
during  the  present  session  in  endeavoring  to  resist 
those  measures. 

Mr.  Benton  expressed  his  full  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  document,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  show,  when  the  proper  lime  came,  that 
more  decisions  had  been  made  against  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a national  bank  than  in  its  favor.  If 
gentlemen  wished  to  express  their  opinions  on  this 
subject,  they  could  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 
He  would  move  to  lay  the  document  on  the  table, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  .Archer  had  no  objections  to  the  printing. 
He  would  not  discuss  the  subject,  as  this  was  not 
the  proper  time;  when  that  time  came  he  should  be 
prepared  to  give  his  opinions  on  some  of  the  senti- 
ments contained  in  the  document.  It  had  been 
said  that  it  proceeded  from  a large  and  respectable 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  Fauquier.  Without,  how- 
ever, denying  the  proposition,  he  would  only  say 
that  he  had  seen  in  a newspaper  published  in  the 
place  where  the  meeting  was  held,  an  express 
avowal  that  the  whole  number  of  persons  present 
was  only  33,  which  assertion  would  scarcely  have 
been  made  without  a knowledge  of  its  truth.  Three 
of  the  most  conspicuous  gentlemen  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  dissented 
from  the  leading  provisions,  and  withdrew  from  the 
meeting;  and  yet  it  was  proposed  to  send  forth 
these  resolutions  as  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
Virginia  on  some  of  the  most  important  questions 
that  ever  came  belore  any  deliberative  assembly. 

Mr.  Miller  contended  that,  pending  the  late  pre- 
sidential contest,  a national  bank  was  an  issue  made 
before  the  people.  It  was  not  a difference  of  men 
but  of  measures,  and  a vast  majority  of  the  people 
had  decided  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional bank.  Did  senators,  when  they  spoke  thus 
earnestly  and  strongly  in  favor  of  a repeal,  mean  to 
say  that  no  faith  nor  trust  was  to  be  reposed  in  a 
solemn  act  of  congress?  If  they  did,  in  what  a light 
must  they  present  themselves  before  a Christ?an 
community  and  the  civilized  world. 

Mr.  While  said  that  the  practice  of  printing  pri- 
vate memorials  had  been  growing  since  he  had 
been  a member  of  the  senate  until  it  had  become 
their  duty  to  airest  it.  A great  expense  in  that 
way  was  daily  accumulating  without  any  counter- 
vailing advantage  to  our  counsels  or  to  the  public 
interest.  He  was  willing  in  such  cases  to  make  a 
just  discrimination,  and  would  vote  to  print  any 
memorial  having  reference  to  any  specific  and  im- 
portant question  of  public  policy  pending  before  the 
senate,  which  was  drawn  in  respectful  terms  and 
with  a bona  fide  purpose.  He  could  not,  however, 
consent  to  print  and  enrol  among  the  public  docu- 
ments a paper  like  the  present,  which  purported  to 
be  a treatise  upon  matters  and  things  in  general, 
most  of  which  had  passed  from  the  consideration  of 
the  senate.  If  the  senator  from  Missouri  wished 
the  memorial  refeired,  and,  to  use  its  own  language 
in  reference  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  would  “dissect”  its  various  contents,  he 
would  cheerfully  aiil  in  giving  the  proper  disposi- 
tion to  the  papers,  but  he  would  not  contribute,  by 
his  vote,  to  give  consequence  to  a document  w hich 
attempted  to  burlesque  a policy  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  his  constituents  as  Ihe 
tariff,  by  a declaration  that  “the  south  would  pay  it 
and  the  north  would  cat  it — a document  so  hostile 
to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  as  to  proclaim  in  ad- 
vance deadly  and  implacable  war  against  the  con- 
stitutional acts  of  congress.  Mr.  W.  said  he  could 
see  no  merit  in  the  present  document  to  entitle  it 
to  more  favor  than  is  allowed  to  the  large  mass  of 
private  memorials  which  are  read  and  referred  with, 
out  being  printed. 

Mr.  Allen  would  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on  (he 
question,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  really  was  the 
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opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  senate  in  relation  to 
the  matter.  If  he  understood  the  remarks  of  the 
senators,  they  went  to  deny  the  power  of  congress 
to  repeal  laws  which  had  been  enacted  by  its  pre- 
decessors; and  the  people,  foiseeing  the  danger  of 
such  political  heresies,  had  asserted  the  right  to  tell 
their  agents,  “If  you  do  this  act,  we  shall  change 
our  agents  and  their  measures  when  we  obtain  a 
majority;”  and  because  they  thus  loudly  speak, 
their  agents  insolently  arrogated  to  themselves  the 
power  to  exclude  their  masters  from  the  right  of 
declaring  their  sentiments;  and  this  was  the  English 
of  the  wholp  matter. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  document  would  not  be  print- 
ed. There  was  no  occasion  for  it,  as  the  subject 
was  not  now  before  them,  the  bank  bill  having 
passed  the  senate.  If  it  became  a law,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  repeal  was  raised,  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  printing  of  such  documents,  and  gentle- 
men might  come  on  with  their  “repeal”  as  soon  as 
they  pleased;  he  would  meet  them  on  it,  and  they 
would  be  frowned  down  by  the  universal  feelings 
of  an  indignant  community.'  He  moved  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  hoped  the  senator  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a moment. 

Mr.  Clay.  I will  not. 

Mr.  Benton.  Then  I shall  move  to  take  it  up 
the  moment  it  is  laid  down. 

Mr.  Clay.  Well,  get  a majority  to  sustain  you, 
if  you  can. 

Mr.  Benlon.  I demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  vote 
stood  for  laying  it  on  the  table  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Talhnadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 21. 

NaYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 20. 

Mr.  Benton.  I now  move  to  take  it  up,  and  give 
notice  to  the  senate,  that  I will  move  the  proposi- 
tion every  morning  during  the  session,  till  it  is  taken 
up.  He  was  proceeding  to  speak  of  the  subject, 
when 

Mr.  Clay  called  the  senator  to  order. 

Mr.  Benlon.  Take  down  the  words. 

Mr.  Clay.  I will  take  down  no  words.  I make 
the  point  of  order.  The  member  has  no  right  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Benton.  I can  only  say  that  I consider  this 
attempt  the  most  portentous 

Mr.  Clay.  I call  the  senator  to  order. 

Mr.  Benton.  Take  down  the  words.  Takedown 
the  words. 

Mr.  Clay.  The  point  of  order  is  that  on  a propo- 
sition to  take  up,  or  lay  on  the  table,  it  is  not  in 
order  to  discuss  the  merit  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Linn  would  like  to  know  the  nature  of  this 
case.  Tne  senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton), 
had  moved  to  print  the  paper.  The  senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  had  moved  to  lay  the  matter 
on  the  table.  Now  he  considered  this  motion  re- 
lating lo  the  question  then  before  them,  which  was 
the  motion  to  print.  This  had  been  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  the  papers  now  remained  before  them,  open 
to  discussion.  He  appealed  to  the  president,  if  that 
was  not  the  case. 

The  president  so  understood  it,  that  it  was  the 
motion  to  print  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
and  this  carried  with  it  the  paper  also. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  the  question  was  still  on  the 
memorial;  that  was  not  disposed  of,  and  the  senator 
had  a right  to  speak  at  large  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  chair  had  decided  different- 
ly on  another  occasion.  The  motion  to  print,  being 
laid  on  the  table,  did  not  carry  the  paper  with  it. 
The  case  of  abolition  petitions  was  precisely  analo- 
gous. 

The  president  drew  a marked  distinction  in  the 
case  of  abolition  petitions,  and  that  before  them. — 
The  motion  to  receive  in  the  one  case  was  ordered 
to  lie;  here,  the  paper  has  been  received  and  enter- 
tained. 

After  some  further  discussion,  in  which  excite- 
ment was  manifested,  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  and 
Benton. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  asked,  even  granting  the  senator 
from  Missouri  to  be  out  of  order — (Mr.  Benton,  I 
do  not  allow  that) — should  any  thing  stifle  discus- 
sion? Was  it  fair  or  jii3t?  He  believed  that  the 
subject  was  settled  before  the  body,  and  regretted 
to  see  the  ebullitions  of  passion  manifested  by  the 
senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Clay  (bowing  good  humoredly).  With  all 
due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  the  senator,  I think 
the  ebullitions  of  passion  are  manifested  by  the 
other  side. 


Mr.  King  gave  his  opinion,  that  the  motion  to 
print  being  laid  on  the  table,  did  not  carry  the  docu- 
ment with  it,  and  that  the  senator  from  Missouri 
had  a right  to  discuss  the  subject. 

Mr.  Benton  would  not  take  his  seat  until  the 
chair  had  decided. 

The  chair  had  decided;  if  that  decision  was  er- 
roneous, it  remained  for  the  senate  to  decide. 

Mr.  Phelps  asked  if  the  subject  was  still  debata- 
ble, after  the  chair  had  decided,  and  no  appeal  was 
taken? 

Mr.  Benton  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Tappan,  Mr.  Clay 
moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton.  The  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  Buchanan  asked  the  nature  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  a point  of  order — that  an  ap- 
peal, being  a privileged  question,  could  not  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

After  further  conversation  by  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Cuthbert,  it  being  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  after  eleven. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  suggested  to  the  chair,  whether, 
under  the  rule,  it  was  now  in  order,  to  take  iip  the 
unfinished  business.  And  accordingly  this  subject 
was  then  laid  over. 

Hr. .Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee  on 
finance,  on  leave  reported  the  house  bill  relating  to 
duties  and  drawbacks,  with  amendments;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  bill  to  extend  for  ten 
years  the  charter  of  the  Mechanic’s  Relief  society 
of  Alexandria,  was  taken  up,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force,  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up,  the  motion 
pending  being  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mangum  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  after  a few  remarks  by  Mr  .Benlon  in  op- 
postion,  and  by  Mr.  Merrick  in  favor  of  it,  it  was 
carried  by  the  following  vote. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, White,  Woodbury,  Young — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Williams,  Wright,; — 15. 

Thus  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  fortification  bill  was  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  its  passage. 

After  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Mangum  and  Phelps,  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bay- 
ard, Benton,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Woodbridge, 
Wright,  Young— 45. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Wood- 
bury— 4. 

The  navy  pension  bill  was  then  taken  up,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  motion  pending  was  the  following  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Walker  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Woodbury: 

“And  provided,  also,  that  the  pensions  authorised 
under  the  act  of  30th  June,  1834,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  otherwise  or- 
dered by  law.” 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Woodbury  was  to  add  to 
the  1st  section  the  following: 

“Provided  that  no  part  of  this  money  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  any  pensions  not  entitled 
under  the  acts  of  congress  as  they  existed  prior  to 
the  year  1837.” 

Mr.  Choate  rose  to  address  the  senate — 

When  Mr.  Walker  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Choate  went  into  the  merits  of  the  amend- 
ment at  very  considerable  length,  in  which  he  con- 
tended that  the  pensions  could  not  now  be  withheld 
without  manifest  injustice  to  the  pensioners,  and  a 
breach  of  faith  in  the  government. 

Mr.  Woodbury  followed  at  some  length  in  favor 
of  his  amendment,  when  a general  debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  Huntington,  Cuthbert,  Evans, 
Wright  and  Williams  participated 

Mr.  Walker  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  read — 

“That  all  widows,  or  children  of  all  naval  officers, 
seamen  and  marines  now  deceased,  and  entitled  to 
receive  or  make  proof  of  their  pensions  under  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1837,  shall  receive  the  same  until 


otherwise  directed  by  law,  but  no  widow  or  chil- 
dren of  any  naval  officer,  seaman  or  marine  who 
may  hereafter  die,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  pension 
by  virtue  only  of  any  provision  in  the  said  act.” 

On  this  motion,  a debate  of  some  length  occurred, 
in  which  Messrs.  Sevier,  Bales,  Woodbury,  Prentiss, 
Calhoun,  Walker,  Mangum,  Buchanan  aud  Culhbert 
took  part. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Walker’s 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
27,  nays  16. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  a proviso  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  make  the  pensions  under  the  act  of 
1837  chargeable  upon  the  treasury. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  14,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  add  a proviso  to  the  ef- 
fect that  no  pensioner  who  has  received  a pension 
for  five  years  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  under  this 
act. 

On  this  proposition  a debate  ensued  in  which 
Messrs.  Benton,  Mangum,  Huntington,  Pierce,  Wil- 
liams, and  others,  participated. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  was  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  as  a third  section  the  following: 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  enacted.  That  an  act  entitled  “an  act 
for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pension  fund,”  passed  3d  March,  1837,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed;  and  that  the  ampunfof 
pensions  for  disabilities,  and  to  widows,  and  chil- 
dren of  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  shall  be  regu- 
lated by  the  pay  of  the  navy  as  it  was  on  the  1st 
May,  1836,  and  commence  when  the  proof  estab- 
lishing the  pension  shall  be  completed. 

And  this  question  was  pending  when  the  senate 
adjourned,  alter  a session  of  nearly  seven  hours. 

August  6.  The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
morning  was  taken  up,  being  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings and  resolutions  of  the  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Fauquier  county,  Virginia,  presented  by  Mr. 
Benlon. 

The  question  pending,  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  made  yesterday,  to  lay  on  the  table  the  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  which  was  ta- 
ken by  Mr.  Benton. 

A discussion  on  points  of  order,  by  various  sena- 
tors, arose,  and  was  protracted  sometime  beyond 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  and  then  laid 
over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
Thai  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  cause  the  light-boat  now  stationed  at 
Sandy  Hook  to  be  removed,  and  to  be  placed  near 
Bartlett’s  reef  in  Long  Island  Sound;  and  to  cause  the 
light-boat  now  at  Bartlett’s  reef  to  be  removed  and 
placed  near  Execution  rocks  in  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  navy  pension  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and 
after  a brief  discussion  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  relating  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a third  section,  going  to  repeal  the  act  of 
1S37,  and  making  the  amount  of  pensions  to  wi- 
dows and  children  of  officers,  seamen  and  marines 
regulated  by  the  pay  of  the  navy  as  it  was  in  May, 
1836,  in  which  Messrs.  Mangum,  Walker  and  Wil- 
liams participated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  its  adoption, 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  19,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  word  “now,”  and  insert  a provision 
that  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen 
and  marines,  now  on  the  pension  roll,  under  the 
act  of  1837,  shall  receive  their  pensions  until  other- 
wise directed  by  law;  but  none  shall  be  hereafter 
added  to  the  roll,  under  said  act  or  any  other,  ex- 
cept those  of  April  23,  1800,  and  January  24,  1813, 
and  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  4th  March, 
1814. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
the  pension  law  of  1837  was  not  only  wrong  in 
principle,  but  a fraud  on  the  pension  fund;  and 
went  on  to  show  the  defects  of  the  law  and  tho 
abuses  which  had  crept  in  under  it. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  negatived:  yeas  20,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  offered  an  amendment,  whi  ch 
was  adopted,  to  strike  out  the  words  “until  other 
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wise  directed  by  law, ’’and  insert  “until  the  close  oT 
the  next  session  of  congress.” 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  “to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights,”  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ind.  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  for  up- 
wards of  two  hours,  presenting  the  subject  in  a 
clear  and  strong  point  of  view.  After  Mr.  S.  had 
concluded,  Mr.  Linn  suggested  the  propriety  of  now 
offering  the  amendments,  and  perfecting  the  bill, 
before  further  discussion. 

Mr.  Archer  expressed  a desire  to  address  the  se- 
nate on  the  land  question,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  hour,  and  there  being  nominations  to  be  acted 
on,  he  moved  to  go  into  executive  session;  which 
motion  was  adopted;  and,  alter  remaining  some  time 
therein,  the  senate  adjourned. 

August  7.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial 
from  dealers  in  coarse  woollens,  asking  that  coarse 
wool  may  be  exempted  from  duty. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, asking  that  soda  ash  and  bleaching  pow- 
der be  admitted  free  of  duty.  As  those  articles 
were  excepted,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  memo- 
rial on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  point  of  order,  the  question  pending  being  an 
appeal  taken  by  Mr.  Calhoun  from  a decision  of  the 
chair,  that  a motion  to  lay  an  appeal  on  the  table 
was  in  order. 

On  this  question  a debate  of  very  considerable 
length  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun, 
Evans,  Bayard,  Prentiss,  Walker,  Clayton,  Buchan- 
an, Linn,  King,  and  others  participated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  “shall  the  chair  be 
sustained?”  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, Clay  (on,  Evans, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Simmons,  Tall- 
madge—9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuth- 
bert,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Se- 
vier, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 30. 

The  next  question  was,  whether,  after  a subject 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  the  motion  to  take  it  up 
was  debatable. 

Mr.  Clay  made  a point  of  order,  contending  that 
it  was  not  debatable,  and  had  called  Mr.  Benton 
to  order  on  a preceeding  day  when  about  to  give 
his  reasons  for  taking  up  a document. 

Mr.  King  contended  that  a senator,  under  the 
rules,  might,  to  a limited  extent,  give  his  reasons 
for  wishing  to  take  up  a paper  that  had  been  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  said  if  that  rule  were  to  prevail  there 
would  be  no  limit  to  debate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  if  the  motion  to  take  up  could 
be  debated  even  to  a limited  extent,  then  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  which  precluded  debate, 
would  be  a mere  nullity. 

This  question  was  also  debated  at  length,  when 
the  senate  decided  that  it  was  not  bebatable,  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham, Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White, Woodbridge— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— IS. 

The  question  then  reverted  to  the  original  deci- 
sion of  the  chair,  that  a motion  to  lay  the  motion 
to  print  on  the  table  carried  the  subject  with  it,  on 
which  Mr.  Benton  had  appealed.  After  some  con- 
siderable discussion,  the  following  was  put  on  re- 
cord: 

The  president  pro  tempore  announced  to  the  se- 
nate that  the  question  raised  by  the  senator  from 
Missouri  (Mr.  Linn ) did  not,  in  his  opinion,  pro- 
perly arise  on  the  motion  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Ben- 
ton) to  take  up  the  motion  to  print,  and  was,  there- 
fore, not  necessarily  to  be  decided.  And  the  deci- 
sion stated  on  the  journal  of  Thursday,  as  having 
been  made  on  that  question,  was  not  intended  as  a 
general  parliamentary  rule,  but  was  founded  on 
the  peculiar  state  ot  the  question,  supposing  that 
the  paper  had  been  actually  laid  upon  the  table  by 
the  practice  of  the  senate,  as  a matter  of  course, 
and  thereupon  the  appeal  was  withdrawn. 

The  navy  pension  bill  was  then  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

August  9.  Mr.  Choate  presented  a memorial  ask- 
ing that  chloride  of  lime  might  not  be  subject  to 
duty. 


The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn  some  days 
since,  requiring  the  president  to  give  notice  to  the 
British  government,  agreeably  to  the  convention  of 
1827,  putting  an  end  to  the  treaty  for  the  joint  oc- 
cupation of  Oregon,  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Linn 
announced  his  intention  to  offer  some  few  remarks 
on  the  subject  either  to-morrow  or  next  day;  mean- 
time, he  would  request  that  it  be  passed  over  in- 
formally, which  was  acquisced  in. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alab. 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  additional  clerks  in 
the  land  office, and  the  grounds  on  which  they  were 
appointed,  &c.  was  taken  up,  and  discussed  at 
length  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Clay,  of  Alab. 
Linn,  Preston,  and  Benton;  when  Mr.  Preston  of- 
fered the  following  amendment  which  was  accept- 
ed, as  a modification  by  Mr.  Clay: 

“And  the  same  information,  with  regard  to  such 
increase  or  dimunition  during  the  four  years  from 
1829,  the  four  years  from  1833,  and  the  four  years 
liom  1837.” 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Buchanan,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  King,  Preston,  and 
others,  but  before  coming  to  any  decision  on  the 
resolution,  it  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ind. 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to  appro- 
propriate  for  a limited  period  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ind.  several  amend- 
ments of  tbe  committee  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  following  amendment,  to 
be  added  to  the  fifth  section: 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  two  per 
cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  land  sold  by  the 
United  States  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  since  the 
1st  December,  1817,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  sold 
under  the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  western  part  of  Mississippi  territory  to  form 
a constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  state  into  the  union  on  an 
equal  looting  with  the  original  states,’  and  all 
acts  supplementary  thereto,  reserved  for  the  mak- 
ing of  a road  or  road3  leading  to  said  state,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  relinquished  to  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, payable  on  the  1st  day  of  May  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  so  far  as  the  same  may  then  have 
accrued,  and  quarterly  payable,  as  the  same  may  ac- 
crue, after  said  period:  Provided,  That  the  legisla- 
ture of  said  state  shall  first  pass  an  act  declaring 
their  acceptance  of  said  relinquishment  in  full  of 
said  fund,  accrued  and  accruing;  and,  also,  embrac- 
ing a provision  to  be  unalterable  without  the  con- 
sent of  congress,  that  the  whole  of  said  two  per 
cent,  fund  shall  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  a rail  road  leading  from  Brandon,  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  said 
state,  in  the  direction  as  near  as  may  be,  of  the 
towns  of  Salina,  Cahawba  and  Montgomery,  in  the 
state  of  Alabama.” 

This  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
Walker,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  King,  in  support, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Evans,  White  and  Smith, 
of  Indiana.  It  was  then  adopted:  yeas  22,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same  effect  in  relation  to  Alabama. 

Which  was  rejected:  yeas  20,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Calhoun  offered  the  following  amendment, 
to  be  added  to  the  end  of  the  second  section: 

“ Provided , That  nothing  hereing  contained  shall 
be  so. construed  as  to  convert  the  distributive  shares 
assigned  to  the  several  states  into  a debt  due  them, 
or  to  prevent  congress  from  repealing  this  act 
whenever  it  shall  deem  the  public  interest  to  re- 
quire it,  except  so  far  as  it  may  relate  to  the  said 
grants.” 

This  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Allen, 
and  others,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ind. 
Woodbridge  and  Phelps.  It  was  then  rejected:  yeas 
21,  nays  25. 

McRoberts  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  in 
the  second  section,  at  the  fourth  line,  after  the 
word  “Columbia,”  the  words  “and  the  territory  of 
Wisconsan,  Iowa  and  Florida.” 

This  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Sevier,  Wright 
and  Allen,  and  opposed  by  Messts.  Huntington, 
Clay  and  Smith,  of  Indiana,  on  the  ground  that  the 
government  paid  the  civil  expenses  of  the  territories, 
and  also  made  appropriations  for  their  schools,  pub- 
lic buildings,  roads,  &c.  and  also  that,  by  the  deeds 
of  cession,  the  lands  were  granted  to  the  states. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  also  opposed  it,  and  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan said  he  should  be  induced  to  vote  against  it, 
in  compliance  with  his  instructions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  rejected:  yeas  20,  nays  26. 

And,  after  a session  of  near  seven  hours,  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

August  10.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  presented  a 
petition  of  captains  and  owners  of  steamboats  and 


others,  interested  in  the  trade  and  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country  generally,  and  particularly  of  the 
western  states,  very  numerously  signed,  in  favor  of 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  ri- 
ver, at  the  falls,  by  the  construction  of  a canal  on 
the  Indiana  side  of  the  river.  Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  two  hundred  copies  of 
house  bill  relating  to  duties  and  drawbacks  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  take  up  the  document  pre- 
sented by  him  some  mornings  since,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Fauquier  county, 
which  had  created  the  debate  on  the  point  of  order 
and  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  Benton 
moved  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams’, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham’ 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps^ 
Porter,  Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard’ 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 23. 

The  bill  repealing  the  sub-treasury  having  been 
passed  in  the  house  with  amendments, 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  which  motion 
was  adopted,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Huntington  asked  the  senate  to  indulge  him 
in  taking  up  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
light-boats  now  stationed  at  Sandy  Hook  and  Bart- 
lett’s Reef,  as  it  would  occupy  but  a moment.  The 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  H.  explained 
(he  object  of  the  resolution,  which  wa3  a mere 
change  of  location  of  the  boats  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  experienced  pilots  and  navigators.  Mr.  H. 
then  offered  an  amendment  to  cotne  in  at  the  end 
of  the  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  reso- 
lution ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  in  the 
4th  line  of  the  1st  section  the  words  “in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,” 
and  insert,  “next  ensuing  the  complete  payment  of 
the  public  debt  that  has  been,  or  may  be  hereafter, 
contracted  under  any  act  of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  C.  grounded  this  amendment  on  the  objec- 
tions which  he  entertained  to  any  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  while  the  country 
was  in  debt  and  bills  for  additional  taxation  pend- 
ing before  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  the  amendment  was 
fair  and  honest — it  was  made  with  a view  to  defeat 
the  bill,  and  the  question  was  simply  bill  or  no  bill, 
distribution  or  no  distribution. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  his  proposition  did 
not  go  to  the  defeat  of  the  bill,  but  simply  to  make 
it  take  effect  after  the  country  was  out  of  debt. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  for  some  time  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  in  which  he  went  ir.to  the  subject  of 
the  finances  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Clay  repled  at  some  length,  touching  also  the 
finances,  and  denying  that  the  bill  would  be  any 
violation  of  the  compromise  act. 

The  debate  was  then  further  continued  between 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Rives,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Woodbury,  Wright,  Linn,  Buchanan  and 
Woodbridge . 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  a3  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRolierts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con. 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  oflnd.  Tallmadge,  White, 
Wood  brid  ge — 27 . 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  in  the  2d  section,  line  10,  after  the 
word  “states,”  the  words  “and  such  sums  as  may 
be  paid  to  any  Indian  tribe  for  the  purchase  of  any 
portion  of  the  public  lands.” 

On  this  amendment  the  question  was  taken  with- 
out debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
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Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss  Preston,  Rives, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge, White,Woodbndge— 26 

Mr.  McRoberts  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  that 
clause  whieh  prevented  the  grant  of  pre-emption 
rights  until  alter  the  surveys  shall  have  been  made. 
Mr.  McR.  thought  that  clause  manifestly  unjust; 
surveys  might  be  delayed  improperly. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Linn,  Young,  Porter  and  Huntington, 
and  oh  the  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  CJay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulion,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Porter,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Talhnadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Woodbridge— 24. 

Mr.  Young  then  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
which  related  to  the  exclusion  of  aliens. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  explained  that  the  bill  sim- 
ply required  the  alien  to  have  filed  his  declaration 
of  intention  to  become  a citizen,  as  required  by  the 
naturalization  laws,  to  give  him  all  the  rights  under 
the  bill. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment, 
ar.d  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen, Benton, Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge, Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  lnd.  Southard,  Woodbridge — 25. 

Mr.  Nicholson  then  moved  to  exclude  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  state  oi  Tennessee,  relinquished  to  that 
state  on  certain  conditions. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Clay,  While  and 
Nicholson,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wood- 
bridge.  Woodbury,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  While — 27. 

Mr.  Graham  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  place  among  the  deductions  from  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds to  be  distributed  “any  sums  apparently  due 
to  the  United  States  as  balances  of  debts  growing 
out  of  the  transactions  of  the  revolutionary  war.” 

This  proposition  was  debated  at  some  length  by 
Messrs.  Graham.,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Tappan,  Tall- 
madge  and  others,  and,  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  tollows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
W ood  bridge — 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury— 19. 

Mr.  Young  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  addi- 
tional sections,  embracing  the  graduation  principle, 
and  the  right  of  the  states  to  tax  the  public  lands 
when  sold,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  be  exempt 
for  five  years,  as  they  are  under  the  present  com- 
pact. 

This  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
White,  Young,  Benton  and  others.  A motion  was 
then  made  to  adjourn,  but  failed:  ayes  18,  nays  19. 

The  debate  was  further  continued,  and  then  the 
senate  adjourned  without  taking  any  question. 

August  11.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  a re- 
solution instructing  the  committee  on  post  offices 
and  post  roads  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  at  the  present  session,  to  enable 
the  post  office  department  to  liquidate  the  dues  from 
it. 

Mr.  Cloy,  of  Alabama,  offered  a resolution  inquir- 
ing of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  why  he  has  not 
laid  before  the  senate  the  information,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  passed  last  session,  calling  for  the 
issues  of  scrip,  connected  with  military  land  war- 
rants. 

Both  resolutions  lie  over  one  day. 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compli- 


ance with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  giving  a list  of 
all  articles  imported  duty  free,  or  bearing  a less  duty 
than  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  the  amount 
of  duties  paid  on,  and  value  of,  those  articles  in 
1837,  ’38  and  ’39:  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  offered  resolutions  of  a highly  re- 
spectable meeting  of  Isle  of  Wight  county,  Virginia, 
condemning  in  strong  terms  a national  bank,  distri- 
bution, &c.  and  maintained  the  right  of  “repeal”  of 
the  bank.  He  moved  the  printing  of  the  resolutions, 
which  was  negatived,  yeas  19,  nays  20. 

The  papers  were,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Archer  and  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  the  senate  took 
up  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury.  The 
question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  of 
the  house  of  representatives. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  and 
Calhoun,  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject to  Saturday  next. 

The  postponement  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn and  Benton,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Preston  and  Rives,  after  which  the  question 
on  postponement  was  taken,  and  lost,  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Cla}',  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson.  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Simmons.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard  .Tall- 
madge, White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  house,  which  repeals  the  act  of  1836, 
“to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,” 
except  the  13th  and  14th  sections. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head, Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge 
—25 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 23. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  second  amendment, 
which  repeals  so  much  of  the  act  of  14th  April 
1836,  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  re 
volutionary  and  other  pensioners,  as  provides  that 
after  the  3d  March,  1837,  no  note  of  less  denomina 
tion  than  twenty  dollars  shall  be  offered  in  pay 
ment  by  the  United  States  or  the  post  office  depart 
ment. 

This  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans.  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
W ood  bridge — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tapan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

The  title  of  the  bill  having  been  altered  so  as  to 
be  for  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law,  and  for 
other  purposes,  the  amendments  were  completed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  bill  “to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  and  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights,”  was  taken  up;  the  question  pending 
being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Young,  offered  last 
evening,  embracing  the  graduation  principle,  and 
repealing  the  law  exempting  for  five  years  thff^ub- 
lic  land,  when  sold,  from  taxation. 

After  further  debate  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ind. 
McRoberts  and  Benton,  the  first  division  ol  the 
amendment  was  rejected:  yeas  16,  nays  27. 

The  latter  part  of  the  amendment,  after  remarks 
by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ind.  McRoberts,  and  White, 
was  rejected:  yeas  18,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  the  amendment,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  and  which  was  printed,  to  strike  out 
the  first  nine  sections  of  the  bill,  which  compose 
the  distribution  feature,  and  to  insert  a provision 
that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  hereafter 
not  required  for  the  expenses  and  debts  of  govern- 
ment, shall  be  applied  to  the  common  defence  of  the 
union,  on  land  and  on  water,  “until  the  U.  States 
are  placed  in  that  state  of  strength  and  security 
which  is  due  to  the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
country,  and  the  protection  of  t he  rights  and  in- 
terests of  its  citizens;”  and  this  to  be  in  addition 
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to  the  ordinary  annual  appropriation  for  such  ob- 
jects. 

He  took  for  granted  the  constitutionality  of  this 
manner  of  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  and  entered  at  some  length  into  the  nume- 
rous and  pressing  reasons  for  its  expediency. 

Messrs.  Evans,  (in  explanation),  Smith,  of  Ind. 
and  King,  made  some  further  remarks,  in  the  course 
of  which,  it  was  intimated  that  the  question  of  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  would  be  taken  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Aug.  5.  Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union;  but  yielded  the  floor  to 
Mr.  Adams  who  said  he  rose  to  a question  of  privi- 
lege. A message  had  been  received  yesterday  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  a 
communication  from  the  French  minister  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  remonstrating  against  a bill 
pending  before  congress.  The  communication  had 
been  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed  yesterday 
without  being  read,  and  he  had  not,  therefore,  been 
aware  of  its  import  until  this  morning.  It  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and,  had  he  been  aware 
yesterday  what  its  character  was,  he  should  not  have 
let  it  pass  without  expressing  his  views  in  regard  to 
it.  He  proposed  now  to  offer  a resolution  in  some- 
thing like  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  by  what  authority 
the  minister  from  France  addressed  a communication  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  a bill  now  pending  before  congress. 

It  was  well  known  (Mr.  A.  remarked)  to  every 
body  that  understood  the  relations  between  civiliz- 
ed governments  and  nations  that  the  organ  of  com- 
munication with  the  French  minister  wms  not  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  but  the  secretary  of  state. 
The  secretary  of  state  was  the  proper  person  to 
whom  all  communications  from  foreign  ministers 
must  be  made.  The  impropriety  of  the  proceeding 
was  apparent  to  every  one,  as  was  the  danger  of  the 
precedent,  if  the  house  should  suffer  itself  to  be  in- 
fluenced in  such  a manner. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  suggested,  with  great  respect  to  Mr. 
Adams,  to  let  the  matter  lie  over  for  a day  or  two. 
Mr.  I.  was  understood  to  say  that  there  were  only 
a few  hours  yet  remaining  tor  the  consideration  of 
the  bank  bill,  and  to  submit  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  devote  that  time  to  it  without  interrup- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adams  briefly  pointed  out  the  consequences 
which  must  result  if  such  a course  of  proceeding  was 
allowed,  but  disclaimed  imputing  any  blame  to  the 
executive  authorities. 

A long,  desultory,  and  irregular  debate  follow- 
ed, amidst  much  confusion,  in  which  many  mem- 
bers took  part,  among  whom  were  Messis.  Adams,- 
Ingersoll,  Pickens,  Turney,  Bolls,  Underwood  and 
Fillmore.  It  ended  in  laying  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bolts.  Yeas  99, 
nays  77. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  John  C.  Clark,  of  New  York,  in  the 
chair),  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
a fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McClel- 
lan to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pope  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  during  the  hour  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
but  had  not  quite  concluded  when  the  hour  had 
elapsed. 

The  speaker  resumed  the  chair  informally  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  a message  from  the  senate 
through  A.  Dickins,  esq.  their  secretary,  informing 
the  house  that  the  senate  had  passed  a bill  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  for  ten  years  an  act  entitled 
“an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics’ Relief  socie- 
ty of  Alexandria.” 

Also,  the  act  “making  appropriations  for  vari- 
ous fortifications,  for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing 
and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities,”  with  amend- 
ments. 

Also,  an  act  to  “revive  and  extend  the  charters 
of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia.” 
To  all  which  said  bills  the  senate  asked  the  concur- 
rence of  this  house.  The  chairman  then  resumed 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Bidlack  followed  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  next  addressed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Wise,  after  endorsing  in  the  fullest  manner 
the  positions  taken  by  Mr.  M.  went  on  to  show  that, 
in  relation  to  the  constitutional  question  of  the 
pow'er  to  create  a bank,  he  stood  now  where  he  had 
in  1S37,  and  he  quoted  his  former  speeches  and  re- 
solutions to  prove  this.  He  had  always  held  that 
congress  had  power  to  create  a national  bank,  but 
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that  it  ought  not  to  exercise  it  till  there  was  a de- 
cisive expression  of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of 
such  an  institution. 

Mr.  McClellan  now  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wise  objected,  inserting  that  when  Mr. 
McC.  rose  to  withdraw  it,  Mr.  W.  was  still  upon 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Dean  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  renewed 
the  motion  to  strike  out.  He  then  went  into  a con- 
stitutional argrnent  against  the  bill,  and  conclud- 
ed by  a very  vehement  denunciation  ot  the  course 
of  the  whig  party  in  introducing  and  pressing  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  made  an  argumenta- 
tive speech,  deriving  the  power  from  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  and  illustrating  this  view  by  tracing 
down  the  history  of  the  executive  decisions  in  its 
favor  from  gen.  Washington  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.and 
even  he  had  not  committed  himself  against  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  bank.  He  next  insisted  that  the 
people  had  decided  the  question,  and  afterwards  dis- 
cussed the  expediency  of  the  bank  from  the  existing 
condition  of  the  country,  and  particularly  the  great 
west.  He  comforted  himself  against  all  threats  of 
repeal  by  confidence  in  the  people  and  in  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  Mams  followed,  and  detailed  a number  of 
amendments,  which,  at  the  proper  time,  he  intend- 
ed to  offer:  the  last  of  them  being  a proposal  to 
strike  from  the  bill  what  has  been  called  the  com- 
promise clause,  in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  bill; 
which  he  opposed  as  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as 
it  proposed  that  congress  should  abdicate  a power 
clearly  conferred  upon  it  by  the  people,  and  con- 
ferring on  state  legislatures  a power  the  people  had 
never  conlerred  upon  them,  viz:  to  assent  or  dissent 
to  a law  of  congress.  The  amendment,  in  this  re- 
spect, involved  an  unconstitutional  assumption  of 
power.  It  contained  the  whole  poison  of  nullifica- 
tion, and  took  the  government  back  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  old  confederation.  Mr.  A.  very  briefly 
disposed  of  the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to 
create  a national  bank,  and  then  went  into  a review 
of  the  former  acts  of  congress  on  the  subject,  and 
dwelt  on  the  beneficial  effects  which  had  resulted 
from  it,  and  the  lesson  taught  by  the  evils  which  had 
ensued  when  the  bank  charter  expired,  and  was  re- 
fused to  be  renewed. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Md.  succeeded,  and  went  into  a 
very  lucid  and  conclusive  speech  on  the  constitu- 
tional question;  after  which,  he  made  some  remarks 
on  the  doctrine  of  state  assent,  involved  in  the  com- 
promise clause,  to  which  he  seemed  rather  to  incline 
on  grounds  ol  expediency. 

After  some  pretty  severe  strictures  on  the  sub- 
treasury, he  concluded  by  setting  at  defiance  all  at- 
tempts at  repeal,  as  certain  to  rouse  the  same  public 
indignation  which  had  hurled  the  late  administra- 
tion from  power. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  followed  in  and  ingenious  speech 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard  next  addressed  the  committee  in  a 
discussion,  first,  of  the  general  principles  of  banking, 
its  evils,  and  the  appropriate  remedies;  and  then  the 
application  of  these  principles  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hunter  went  into  a speech  in  which  he  treat- 
ed the  subject  of  banks  in  general  on  principles  of 
political  economy;  their  effects  on  the  distribution 
of  the  profits  of  production  between  capital  and  la- 
bor. He  spoke  then  on  the  compromise  clause,  which 
he  opposed  with  great  earnestness. 

Mr.  Pickens  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  Underwood,  who  opposed  the  bill;  expressing 
his  decided  preference  lor  a bill  lor  an  old  fashioned 
bank;  contending  that,  it  that  could  now  be  obtained, 
it  was  better  to  wait.  He  proposed  several  amend- 
ments, which  he  explained. 

On  his  resuming  his  seat,  loud  cries  for  the  rising 
of  the  committee  were  uttered,  mingled  with  cries 
of  “no — no.” 

Mr.  Roosevelt  obtained  to  floor. 

A division  showed  that  no  quorum  was  present; 
whereupon  the  committee  rose  and  reported  that 
fact  to  the  house. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lewis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Which  being  taken,  disclosed  the  same  (act,  that 
no  quorum  was  in  the  hall. 

And  then,  at  about  half  past  10  o’clock,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday , Mg.  6.  By  general  consent  several  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  ol 
the  union  (Mr.  John  C.  Clark,  of  New  York,  in  the 
chair)  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  a 
fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  (renewed) 
motion  of  Mr.  Dean,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  Roosevelt  occupied  the  hour  from  10  to  11 
with  an  attack  on  the  bill,  and  the  whig  parly  ge- 
nerally. 

Some  contention  then  took  place  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  floor  during  the  last  hour— the  debate 
being  ordered  to  cease  at  12  precisely. 

Mr.  King  obtained  the  floor  and  spoke  in  defence 
of  a national  bank  till  ten  minutes  before  12  o clock. 
The  remaining  ten  minutes  were  occupied  bv  Mr. 
Cost  Johnson  in  an  emphatic  speech. 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  committee,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  ol  the  house  ol  Wednesday 
last,  proceeded,  without  further  debate,  to  vote  on 
all  amendments  “pending  or  that  might  be  offered; 
and  amendments  being  offered  by  Messrs.  Roose- 
velt, Atherton  and  Aums,  to  the  first  section  by 
Messrs.  Roosvelt,  Gamble,  Floyd  and  Oliver,  to 
the  second  section — by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  to  the  third — 
by  Messrs.  Underwood,  McKay  and  Roosevelt,  to 
the  sixth — by  Messrs.  Ingersoll  and  Oliver,  to  the 
seventh — by  Messrs.  Irwin,  Underwood,  Cave 
Johnson  and  Wood,  to  the  eighth— by  Mr.  Ather- 
ton, to  the  ninth— by  Mr.  Underwood,  to  the  tenth— 
by  Messers.  Ingersoll,  Roosevelt,  J.  C.  Edwards, 

J.  P.  Kennedy,  McKay,  Underwood,  Cave  John- 
son, John  Campbell,  Adams,  Poffit,  Saunders,  Ir- 
win and  Atherton,  to  the  eleventh  section— by  Mr. 
Ingersoll,  to  the  fourteenth  and  sixteenth  sections — 
by  Messrs.  Snyder  and  Bowne,  to  the  twenty-fourth 
section — all  of  which  amendments  were  rejected 
without  a division. 

The  committee  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house  precisely  in  the 
form  in  which  it  came  from  the  senate. 

And  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  Mr.  Arnold  (doing,  he  said,  what  he 
never  had  done  before  in  his  life)  moved  the  previ- 
ous question.  And  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question,  but  withdrew  the  motion. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Ward  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  (being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  read- 
ing), which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  result- 
ed as  follows:  yeas  129,  nays  97. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  have  its  third  reading 
at  this  time. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  by  its  title,  (the 
reading  at  large  having,  by  unanimous  consent,  been 
dispensed  with),  and  the  question  being  on  the  final 
passage  thereof—  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  previous 
question.  And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 

taken.  , . . . 

Mr.  Snyder  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 

ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  “shall  this  bill  pass? 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows:  , 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
S J Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Borden,  Bolts,  Briggs.  Brockwav,  Bronson,  M.  Brown, 

J Brown,  Burnell,  William  Butler,  Calhoun,  Win.  B. 

Campbell,  T.  J-  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Childs,  John  C. 
Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cushing  Garrett  Davis,  William  C.  Dawson,  Deber- 
ry John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A. 
L.’ Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddtngs,  Goggin,  P G. 
Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Greig,  Habersham,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry.  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  James  Irvine,  Janies,  William  Cost  Johnson, 

I D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Lawrence, 
Linn,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Merriwelher,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Nisbet,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  A. 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rod- 
ney, Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simon- 
ton,  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stration,  Stuart, 
Summers,  Taliaferro,  J-  B.  Thompson,  R.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  'Poland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  1 rum- 
bull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren, 
Washington,  E.  D.  White,  J L White  rhornas  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  Agustus  Young,  John 
Young — 128.  . . , 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beeeson,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler. 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  J.  Campbell,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clin- 
ton, Coles,  Cravens,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Di- 
mock,  Doan,  Doig,  J.  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferns, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  J homas 
F.  Foster,  Gilmer,  W.  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine, 
Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  William 
W Irwin  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abra- 
ham McClellan,  R.  McClellan,  McKav,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marcband.  A.  Marshall,  R F. Marshall,  J. 
Thompson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller,  New- 


hard,  Oliver,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens. 
Blunter,  Reding,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt, 
Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Sriyder,  Sieenr.od, 
Sweeney,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Waiterson, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood — 

97. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

When  the  speaker  announced  the  fact,  the  galle- 
ries resounded  with  plaudits,  clapping  of  hands, 
bravos,  &c. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  galleries  be  cleared. 
But  order  having  been  almost  immediately  restored, 
no  proceedings  were  taken. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
title  of  the  bill.  There  was  a second. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
the  house  determined  that  the  title  of  the  bill  should 
be  “a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  a fiscal 
bank  of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Boardman  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  passed,  and  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  There  w as  a se- 
cond. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  reconside- 
ration) was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  was  decided 
in  the  negative.  So  the  house  determined  not  to  re- 
consider the  vote. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Saturday,  Aug.  7.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Briggs, 
from  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  lor  the 
auditor’s  office  of  the  post  office  department. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  by  its  title;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  B.  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  and  the  letter  from 
the  auditor’s  department,  accompanying  the  bill, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  general  consent,  several  memorials  were  pre- 
sented, and  appropriately  referred. 

By  general  consent,  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  reported  a bill  allowing 
further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  of  warrants  for 
military  land  bounties  to  the  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  making  provision  for  satisfying  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  the  bill,  having  been  read 
twice  by  its  title,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  certain  parcels 
of  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election 
from  the  state  of  Virginia;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wise,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  elections. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a report  from  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments, in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  this  house 
of  the  16th  July,  requesting  “a  list  of  the  officers  of 
the  government,  who  derive  their  appointment  from 
the  nomination  of  the  president  and  the  concurrence 
of  the  senate,  who  have  been  removed  from  office 
since  the  4th  of  March  last;  denoting  in  such  list 
their  names  and  grades  and  dates  of  their  removals, 
and  the  persons  appointed  in  their  places.  Also,  a 
like  list  of  the  names  of  those  wfyose  terms  of  ser- 
vice being  limited  to  four  years  were  not  renomi- 
nated to  the  senate,  and  a like  list  of  the  names  of 
those  nominated  in  their  places.  AI30,  the  names 
of  all  officers  removed,  under  similar  circumstances, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1839,  to  4th  March,  1S41.” 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  message  and  ac- 
company ing  documents  were  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  the  follow- 
ing communication  from  the  postmaster  general: 
Post  office  department,  August  6,  JS41. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  3d  instant,  I have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  southern  mail  usually  arrives  at 
Washington  by  5 P.  M.  and  at  Baltimore  by  8 in 
the  evening,  where  it  remains  until  takpnon  by  the 
great  mail  line  from  Washington,  which  passes 
through  that  city  between  8 and  9 in  the  morning. 
Between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  the  mail  is 
carried  on  the  rail  road  twice  a day  from  April  to 
December,  and  daily  the  residue  ot  the  year,  leav- 
ing and  arriving  in  each  city  at  stipulated  hours. — 
The  latest  departure  from  Baltimore  which  it  has 
been  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  obtain,  is  4 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  contract  for  this  service  made  in  March, 
1840,  was  based  upon  the  schedule  as  now  run. — 
That  contract  expired  upon  the  1st  day  of  April 
last,  and  the  rail  road  company,  at  (hat  time,  refus- 
ed to  renew  it,  unless  the  department  would  dis- 
pense with  that  part  of  the  service  which  forced 
them  to  run  the  night  mail  train  that  leaves  Phila- 
delphia at  1 A.  M.  and  which,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  had  been  discontinued  since 
the  10th  of  December  last.  To  this  proposition, 
the  department  could  not  assent,  and,  after  a stre- 
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jiuous  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  company,  and, 
as  they  allege,  to  their  great  injury,  the  summer 
service  of  Ia3t  season  was  resumed. 

Whilst  these  negotiations  were  pending,  and  since 
the  commencement  of  the  company’s  service  as 
now  rendered,  the  department  has  in  vain  endea- 
vored to  conclude  an  arrangement  by  which  the 
southern  mail  would  be  forwarded  immediately  af- 
ter its  arrival  at  Baltimore,  and  for  this  purpose 
proposed  to  the  company,  who  are  as  well  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  steamboat  as  the  rail  road  lines  be- 
tween the  cities  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  to 
change  the  hour  of  their  boat  departure  from  3 to  8 
P.  M.  and  ottering  to  pay  the  additional  expense  of 
taking  the  mails  to  and  from  the  boats.  This  offer 
was  declined,  unless  the  department  would  consent 
to  pay  one  thousand  dollars  per  month  for  this  in- 
creased facility. 

The  act  of  January  25,  1839,  limits  the  highest 
compensation  of  rail  road  companies  to  three  hun- 
dred dollars  a mile,  the  price  now  paid  upon  that 
route,  and  a compliance  with  this  demand,  under  the 
circumstances,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a palpable 
evasion  of  that  law,  as  objectionable,  in  all  respects, 
as  its  direct  violation.  But  had  no  legal  objection 
existed,  the  additional  pay  demanded  would  have 
increased  the  compensation  upon  this  route  to  the 
rate  of  more  than/our  hundred  dollars  per  mile,  be- 
ing a higher  price  than  is  paid  for  similar  service 
upon  any  route  in  the  nation,  and  which  the  funds 
of  the  department,  in  their  present  condition,  would 
not  justify. 

The  hope,  however,  is  not  abandoned,  that  the 
present  contract  company  may  revise  their  deci- 
sion, or  that  another  channel  of  communication 
may  be  obtained,  which  will  secure  the  desired  ser- 
vice. 

This  department  possesses  no  power  to  coerce 
these  companies  to  perform  mail  service  in  such 
manner  as  the  public  interests  may  require,  and  I 
can  only  repeat  the  suggestions  contained  in  the 
report  which  I had  the  honor  to  submit  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  that  the  relations 
between  these  companies  and  the  department  are 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  congress.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  GRANGER. 

To  the  hon.  John  While,  speaker  house  reps. 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  (he  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
chair). 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
senate  bill  No.  1,  to  establish  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,  as  report- 
ed with  amendments  to  the  house  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  currency,  which  was  negatived, 
ayes  82,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  asked  the  commit- 
tee, by  general  consent,  to  take  up  the  senate  bill 
in  relation  to  the  census. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  taken 
up  and  read. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  as  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Randall),  who  had  some  important 
amendments  to  otter  to  this  bill,  was  not  at  the  mo- 
ment in  his  seat,  the  bill,  by  general  consent,  should 
be  laid  aside  for  the  present. 

After  some  conversation,  the  suggestion  was  ac- 
ceded to,  and  the  bill,  by  general  consent,  was  laid 
aside. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin,  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee proceed  lo  the  consideration  of  the  senate  bill 
to  provide  for  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Boardman  and  Medill)  were 
appointed. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  by  ayes  87,  noes 
68,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  (which  contains  17  sections)  was  then 
read  through. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Briggs  suggested  that  it  be  laid 
aside  for  the  present,  by  general  consent,  in  order 
that  the  committee  might  proceed  to  dispose  of  the 
bill  in  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury. 

After  some  conversation,  the  question  was  taken, 
tellers  (Messrs.  Boardman  and  Pickens)  acting,  on 
the  motion  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  and  the  vote 
stood,  ayes  104,  noes  11.  But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  King  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  which 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  chairman  reported  that  the  committee  had 
had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  union  ge- 
nerally, and  especially  the  bill  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  and  made  some  progress, 
but  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  rose,  and  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  senate  bill 


No.  1,  being  a bill  in  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the 
sub-treasury,  in  order  to  its  being  taken  up  in  the 
house. 

A scene  of  disorder  then  ensued  in  the  house, 
various  points  of  order  being  raised,  followed  by 
appeals  and  motions  to  adjourn,  which  were  voted 
down. 

Mr.  King  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  main  question  was 
then  taken  on  demand  of  Mr.  Profit,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  were  yeas  105,  nays  101. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  there- 
on; which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Sergeant  to  discharge  the  committee  of  the 
.whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  said  bill,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  the  select  committee  of  the  house,  was 
then  taken. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Mams  rose 
and  said  that  he  was  not  within  the  bar  when  his 
name  was  called,  but  he  wished  to  give  his  reasons 
why  he  did  not  vote. 

The  speaker.  It  is  not  in  order. 

And  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye, 
Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway, 
Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  S.  N. 
Clark,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  G.  Davis,  Deberry, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A. 
Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble,  Giddings,  Goggin,  P.  G. 
Goode,  Green,  Greig,  Hall,  Halsted,  W.  S.  Hastings, 
Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irwin,  W.  W. 
Irwin,  James,  J.  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Lawrence, 
Linn,  S.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  May- 
nard, Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ramsey,  B.  Randall, 
Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simonton,  Smith,  Sollers,  Stoke- 
ly,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  J.  B. 
Thompson,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  J.  L.  White,  T.  W.  Williams, L. 
Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  John 
Young — 103. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bee- 
son, Bidlack,  Borden,  Bowne,  Boyd,  C.  Brown,  Burke, 
Burnell,  Sampson  II.  Butler,  William  Butler,  W.  O. 
Butler,  G.  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  Carv,  Chap- 
man. Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Da- 
vis, W.  C.  Dawson,  Dean,  Dimock,  Doan,  Doig,  J.  C. 
Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  J.  G.  Floyd,  Chas.  A.  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  William 
O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gustine,  Habersham, 
Harris,  J.  blastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hunter,” Ingersoll,  Jack,  William  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  A.  McClellan,  R. 
McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  T. 
F.  Marshall,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meri weather,  New- 
hard,  Nisbet,  Oliver,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Pickens, 
Proffit,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Slade,  Sny- 
der, Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Sweeny,  Turney,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  E.  D.  White, 
J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wood— 102. 

So  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  said  bill. 

Some  further  discussion  followed,  on  points  of 
order,  in  which  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Briggs,  Gilmer, 
Adams  and  the  speaker  participated;  but  no  pro- 
ceedings were  had  thereon. 

And  the  senate  bill  No.  1,  to  repeal  the  act  com- 
monly known  as  the  sub-treasury  law,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  to  the  said  bill  by  the  select 
committee  appointed  by  this  house,  on  the  curren- 
cy, being  now  under  consideration,  Mr.  Pearce,  of 
Maryland,  having  obtained  the  floor,  went  into  a 
speech  in  detail,  in  reply  to  that  made  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Mason),  which  he  quoted  as  he  pro- 
ceeded. The  body  of  the  speech  was  of  a local 
character,  referring  to  the  history  of  the  late  presi- 
dential canvass  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Mason  replied  with  some  warmth,  re- 
affirming and  defending  the  positions  he  had  taken 
in  his  previous  speech. 

Several  explanations  took  place  between  Mr.  M. 
and  Mr.  Sollers,  who  controverted  some  of  his  po- 
sitions. 

Mr.  Gordon,  of  N.  Y.  next  addressed  the  house, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Shields  took  the  floor  on  the  same  side,  and 
spoke  during  the  hour  in  opposition,  generally,  to 
this  bill,  and  especially  to  the  bill  which  passed 
the  house  yesterday  for  the  establishment  of  a fis- 
cal bank  of  the  United  States, 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  inform- 
ing the  house  that  that  body  had  passed  the  navy 
pension  bill,  with  an  amendment,  and  asking  the 
concurrence  of  this  house  therein. 


Mr.  Pickens  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  for 
the  moment,  when 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  bills  lying  on  the 
speaker’s  table  be  taken  up  on  their  first  and  se- 
cond reading,  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  com- 
mittees; which  motion  having  been  agreed  to — the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications, 
for  ordnance  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities,  which  had  been  sent  from  the 
senate  with  certain  amendments,  was  taken  up  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  navy  pen- 
sions, above  referred  to,  was  taken  up  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  bill  to  revive 
and  extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  taken  up,  read  twice  by  its  title 
and  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  leave,  presented  a petition  from 
numerous  stonecutters  and  others,  formerly  em- 
ployed on  the  public  buildings,  and  discharged  in 
consequence  of  a suspension  of  the  works,  asking 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
subject  of  lighting  the  hall  with  gas,  made  a report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a resolution;  both  of 
which  were,  on  his  motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Aug.  9.  Mr.  John  W.  Jones  presented 
a copy  of  resolutions  passed  by  a meeting  of  the 
citizens  at  Fauquier  Court  House,  Virginia,  against 
the  extra  session,  distribution  ofthe  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  a national  bank,  &c.  &c.  and  in- 
sisting on  a repeal  of  the  charter,  if  the  present  bill 
should  become  a law.  Mr.  Jones  expressed  his  as- 
sent to  the  doctrine  of  the  resolutions,  and  his  con- 
viction that  they  embodied  the  sentiment  of  his 
party  not  only  in  that  county,  but  throughout  the 
union.  He  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  and  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Powell  said,  as  the  representative  of  the  dis- 
trict which  included  Fauquier  county,  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  correct  any  false  impressions 
that  might  be  made  as  to  the  character  of  the  meet- 
ing. As  to  the  respectability  of  the  persons  as- 
sembled, he  agreed  with  his  colleague,  but  the 
number  assembled  was  only  thirty- three,  and  of 
these,  three  highly  distinguished  members  of  the 
party,  (one  of  them,  the  state  senator  from  that  dis- 
trict), had  strongly  expressed  their  disapprobation 
of  the  proceedings,  and  voted  against  them.  He 
could  answer  for  his  district,  anil  for  the  common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  that  the  doctrine  of  repeal, 
so  hostile  to  their  ancient  principles  of  public  faith 
and  a regard  to  contracts  and  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  society,  would  ever  be  repudiated  by 
them. 

Mr.  Morgan  asked  for  a division  of  the  question. 

The  motion  (o  lay  on  the  table  was  passed  with- 
out a division. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on 
the  table.  The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
on  the  table  was  carried:  yeas  107,  nays  76. 

Oh  leave  given  Messrs.  Warren  and  Dawson  pre- 
sented petitions  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt  law,  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  ofthe  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a resolution  instructing  the 
clerk  to  prepare  and  publish  a list  of  all  petitions 
excluded  this  session  by  the  special  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble: yeas  124,  nays  62. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  to  provide  the  means  of  payment 
for  seven  sites  for  marine  hospitals  in  the  western 
states,  purchased  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I.  the  bill,  having  been  read 
twice  by  its  title,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Hopkins  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  required 
to  inform  this  house,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
how  much  of  the  appropriation  of  8125,000  foi  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  post  office  building,  made  for  the 
year  1841,  remains  unexpended. 

Mr.  Underwood  ottered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  required  to 
report  to  this  house,  at  the  next  session  of  congress, 
the  number  of  fortifications  within  the  United  Slates, 
showing,  in  tabular  form,  the  amounts  expended  dur- 
ing each  year  of  the  three  last  congresses  in  the  con- 
struction or  repairs  of  each;  the  amount  expended  from 
and  after  the  4th  of  March  last  up  to  the  latest  period 
prior  to  the  report  which  may  be  practicable;  the 
amount  estimated  as  necessary  to  complete  the  con- 
struction or  repair  of  those  yet  unfinished,  and  the 
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whole  expenditure  on  those  finished;  the  number  of guns 
which  are  to  be  employed  at  each  fortification  when 
completed,  the  number  of  workmen  annually  employ- 
ed upon  each  fortification,  and  the  amount  of  wages 
paid  them  by  the  month  or  year;  and  the  number  of 
men  which  will  be  required  to  man  such  fortifications 
in  time  of  peace,  and  also  in  time  of  war;  and  that  he 
further  report  the  manner  in  which  the  contracts  for 
supplies  of  materials  to  construct  such  fortifications  are 
or  have  been  made,  and  whether  they  are  let  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  upon  advertisement,  or  in  what  other  mode 
are  the  supplies  furnished,  and  the  cost  of  the  principal 
timber,  per  cubic  foot,  used  in  constructing  the  fortifi- 
cation; and  likewise  the  cost  or  price  of  stone,  brick  or 
other  principal  materials  used. 

Mr.  Fillmore  suggested  to  Mr.  U.  so  to  modify 
the  resolution  as  to  include  “the  expenses  of  those 
fortifications  that  have  been  completed.” 

Mr.  Underwood  accepted  the  modification.  And 
the  resolution  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Geddings  offered  the  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted; 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit to  this  house,  as  early  in  the  next  session  as  may 
be  convenient,  all  evidences  in  his  possession,  (not  here- 
tofore communicated),  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Se- 
minole war,  together  with  a list  of  all  slaves  captured 
during  said  war  by  the  troops  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  in  Florida;  the  amount  paid  for  the 
capture  of  such  slaves,  (if  any),  and  the  manner  in 
which  such  slaves  have  been  disposed  of  since  their 
capture. 

By  general  consent,  the  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  certain  depositions  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
tested election  from  Virginia;  which  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  elections. 

A number  of  resolutions  were  offered,  which  giv- 
ing rise  to  debate,  were  ordered  to  lie  over  under 
the  rule,  and  will  be  noticed  in  their  progress. 

The  committees  were  then  called  in  their  order 
for  reports. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  Ihe  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  making  further  provision  for 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice  by  its  title,  Mr. 
Dawson,  remarking  that  it  contained  no  appropria- 
tion, and  its  object  was  merely  to  continue  in  force 
certain  provisions  of  the  act  of  1836,  which  had 
expired,  (being  a bill  authorising  the  president  to 
call  out  additional  volunteers),  and  therefore,  did 
not  require  commitment,  moved  that  the  bill  be  put 
on  its  third  reading. 

After  a moment’s  conversation  between  Messr3. 
McKay  and  Dawson,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported,  with  an  amendment, 
the  senate  bill  in  relation  to  the  District  banks. — 
.Referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union. 

Mr.  Cashing,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported,  with  an  amendment,  the  senate  bill, 
(heretofore  referred  to  that  committee),  entitled 
“an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  carry  into 
effect  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Mexican  republic.” 

Mr.  C.  stated  that  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  committee  was  to  strikeout  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  bill  lies  on 
the  table. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Saturday  was  the  bill 
from  the  senate  repealing  the  act  commonly  known 
as  the  sub-treasury  law,  as  the  said  bill  had  been 
proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  select  committee 
appointed  by  this  house  on. the  subject  of  the  cur- 
rency. 

Mr.  Pickens  rose  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which, 
as  well  as  its  antagonist  measure,  a bank  of  the  U. 
States,  he  considered  as  involving  principles  deeply 
affecting  the  distribution  of  wealth  and  the  wages 
of  labor.  Mr.  P.  continued  his  remarks  until  the 
expiration  of  the  hour. 

Mr.  Hunt  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  went  into 
a speech  in  support  of  the  bill,  in  which  he  took  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill,  from  1837  down  to  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Meriwether  adverted  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Hunt), 
and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pickens),  and  also  to  those  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ingersoll),  made  a few  days 
since.  After  which  he  gave  his  views  in  favor  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Sleenrod  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke 
in  opposition  to  the  repeal. 

He  wa3  followed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  read  a 
speech  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Giddings  here  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  there  was  a second.  And  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  taken.  , 


And  the  main  question,  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  select  committee  of  this  house, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

And  having  been  ordered  to  a third  reading  now, 
the  bill,  by  the  following  vote,  was  passed. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  M.  Brown,  J. 
Brown,  Burnell,  Wm.  Butler,  Calhoun,  J.  Campbell, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clark, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis, 
William  C.  Dawson,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett, 
Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Thomas  F. 
Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gilmer,  Goggin, 
Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Greig,  Habersham, 
Hall,  Halsted,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvine,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  James, 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane.  Lawrence,  Linn,  Mallory,  Thomas  F. 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pierce,  Pendleton, 
Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Russell, 
Saftonstall,  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Summers, 
Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trum- 
bull, Underwood,  Van  Renssalaer,  Wallace,  Warren, 
Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  J.  L.  White,  Thos. 
W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthorp,  Yorke,  Augus. 
Young,  John  Young — 134. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bee- 
son, Bidlack.Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Cary,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  John 
C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles 
A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gus- 
tine,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Jack, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand,  Alfred  Mar- 
shall, John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller, 
Oliver,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Reding,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shaw, 
Shields,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Turney,  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  James  W. 
Williams,  Wood — -87. 

Mr.  Halsted  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
just  taken. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  H.  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  renewed  it,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question,  (which  was  on  the  reconde- 
ration),  was  ordered  to  be  taken;  and,  being  taken, 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered.  And  then,  at 
half  past  six,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  10.  Mr.  Wise  rose  and  request- 
ed the  house  to  permit  him  to  record  his  vote  in 
favor  of  the  bill  which  passed  this  house  yesterday, 
providing  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill  commonly  known 
as  the  sub-trea3ury  law.  Objections  being  made, 
the  vote  was  not  recorded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
chair). 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  that  the  committee  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

M r.  Undenvood  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  District  bank  bill. 

The  chairman  said  that  when  the  committee  la3t 
rose,  they  were  upon  the  consideration  of  the  bank- 
rupt bill.  A motion  had  been  made  by  a gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Briggs)  to  lay  the 
bill  aside;  and  that  was  the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  Briggs  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
aside. 

The  committee  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  having  heretofore  been  read  through, 
was  now  taken  up  by  sections. 

And  the  first  section  having  been  read,  and  the 
question  being  on  agreeing  thereto — 

Mr.  Barnard  (chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary)  opened  the  debate  in  a speech  in  which 
he  gave  a concise  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  pre- 
sent bill. 

Mr.  Nisbet  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gordon  of  New  York,  followed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  supported  the  measure  at  length, 
and  w ith  great  ability. 


Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
went  into  a very  learned  and  argumentative  speech 
in  reply,  more  particularly,  to  some  of  the  positions 
previously  taken  by  Mr.  Gordon,  between  whom 
and  hiraselt  several  explanations,  replies  and  re- 
joinders passed.  Mr.  M.  went  largely  into  the  con- 
stitutional question,  as  well  as  into  the  expediency 
and  necessity  of  the  law,  both  of  which  he  defended 
with  great  earnestness. 

Mr.  Ferris  took  the  opposite  side,  and  spoke  with 
his  accustomed  clearness  and  cogency  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  then  obtained  the  floor,  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  committee  rose  and.  reported  pro- 
gress. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Stokely,  of  Ohio,  presented 
the  petition  of  Dr.  Crawford,  Robert  Beves  and 
113  others,  citizens  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  re- 
monstrating strongly  against  the  repeal  of  the’  in- 
dependent treasury;  establishment  of  a fiscal  agent; 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
and  against  a protective  tariff. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  11.  The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a communication  from  the  postmaster 
general,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  moneys  ap- 
propriated at  the  Iasi  session  of  congress  for  the 
new  post  office  building. 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
order  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  made  a suggestion  or  inquiry  in  re- 
ference to  this  communication. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  certain  de- 
positions in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  from 
the  state  of  Virginia;  which  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  elections. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  reported  back  to  the  house 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifica- 
tions, for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities,  with  amendments  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  and  amendments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F. 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan,  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island  in  the 
chair),  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  U. 
States. 

The  pending  question  being  the  motion  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Gordon,  of  N.  Y.  to  strike  out  the  en- 
acting clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fessenden,  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor), 
addressed  the  committee  during  the  hour,  urgently 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr  .Linn  addressed  the  committee  in  defence  of 
the  principle  of  certain  amendments  which  he  in- 
tended to  propose  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  Pendleton  advocated  the  bill,  and  replied 
to  various  objections  which  had  been  made  to  it. 
He  took  the  same  ground  with  Mr.  Fessenden,  that 
though  the  bill  might  not  meet  his  views  in  all  its 
details,  he  would  nevertheless  support  it  for  the  ge- 
neral amount  of  good  which  the  country  would  de- 
rive from  it. 

Mr.  Trumbull  said  he  would  not  have  spoken 
upon  the  subject,  had  he  not  been  one  of  the  com- 
mittee that  reported  the  bill.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  bill  in  its  present  condition.  Many  of  his  objec- 
tions had  been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  speaker  took  the  chair  for  a few  moments, 
and  Mr.  P . G.  Goode,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
on  enrolled  bills,  reported  to  the  house  that  that 
committee  had  examined  the  enrolled  bill  from  the 
senate.  No.  1,  for  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury,  and 
had  found  it  correct.  The  speaker  then  signed  the 
bill,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
for  his  signature. 

The  chairman  again  took  his  place,  and  the  com- 
mittee resumed. 

Mr.  Underwood  followed  in  explanation  of  some 
amendments,  which  he  intended  to  propose.  If 
they  were  not  adopted,  he  should  vote  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  committee 
for  five  minutes,  iu  a few  brief  remarks,  in  which 
he  said  that  he  was  not  opposed  to  a bankrupt  bill, 
if  properly  drawn;  but  he  objected  strongly  to  the 
passage  of  this  on  the  score  of  details. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  for  a short  time 
in  favor  of  the  bill;  and  having  concluded,  the  chair- 
man gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Weller.  Upon  which,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
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The  Archemedean  screw  is  to  be  used  for  propel- 
ling the  enormous  iron  steam  ship  now  building  at 
Bristol,  instead  of  paddle  wheels.  She  is  to  be  about 
3,600  tons. 

Asparagus  paper.  A Ghent  manufacturer  has  dis- 
covered that  the  refuse  ends  of  asparagus  makes  ex- 
cellent paper  at  half  the  expense  of  paper  made  from 
rags. 

Asteriam.  We  have  hardly  heard  of  the  name  of 
the  place,  situated  237  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Rock 
River,  and  only  40  below  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritory, before  we  have  the  announcement  in  the  St. 
Louis,  (Missouri)  Gazette,  of  the  arrival  of  the  steam- 
boat N.  P.  Hawkes,  built  at  Asteriam,  and  carrying 
700  barrels  of  flour;  she  is  100  feet  long.  18  feet  beam 
and  draws  only  10  inches  water.  Engine  32  horse  pow- 
er. She  is  to  run  regularly  between  Rock  River  and 
St.  Louis. 

Axles  of  locomotive.  A United  States  engineer, 
writing  from  Belgium,  speaks  of  the  manufacture  of 
locomotives  and  steam  engines  there,  as  having  ar- 
rived at  a high  state  of  perfection.  He  mentions  par- 
ticularly that  the  axles  for  fixed  and  locomotive  engines 
are  formed  of  “fagoted  iron,”  iron  just  rolled  into 
rods  and  then  firmly  welded  together,  while  red  hot, 
by  a ponderous  trip-hammer.  Axles  made  in  this 
way  seldom  break.  It  is  only  by  having  them  fabricat- 
ed differently  that  they  so  often  are  broken  and  involve 
such  a fearful  loss  of  human  life.  Notwithstanding 
the  admirable  locomotives  which  are  made  on  the  con- 
tinent, still  Philadelphia  manufacturers  have  a number 
in  operation  on  different  roads.  They  operate  so  well, 
as  to  excite  universal  admiration. 

[Phil  North  Amer. 

Banes  of  South  Carolina.  Important  decision. 
Judge  Butler  this  morning  decided  that  the  banks  have 
not  incurred  forfeiture  of  charters  by  the  non-accept- 
ance of  the  act  of  the  last  legislature. 

[Charleston  Patriot , July  31. 

Boston.  The  increase  of  business  men  in  Boston 
has  been  quite  steady  for  the  last  ten  years.  The 
whole  number  of  business  names  in  the  Directory  of 
1831  was  12,295,  and  the  whole  number  of  1841  is 
19,730. 

Boundary  troubles.  It  is  stated  in  the  Rochester, 
New  York,  Democrat,  that  five  pieces  of  artillery  have 
mysteriously  disappeared  in  Cayuga  county,  the  desti- 
nation or  disposition  of  which  is  not  known.  It  is  also 
said  that  the  “Hunters’  lodges”  along  the  frontier,  have 
been  holding  frequent  meetings,  and  the  opinion  pre- 
vails quite  generally  in  Cayuga  and  Tompkins  counties 
of  another  “patriot”  outbreak.  The  editor,  however, 
places  but  little  confidence  in  these  reports,  but  says, 
nevertheless,  that  “one  thing  is  certain — the  cannons 
have  disappeared.” 

Canada.  Major  general  Clitheroy  has  removed  his 
quarters  from  Montreal,  to  assume  the  command  of 
the  upper  division  of  her  majesty’s  forces  in  Canada, 
at  Kingston. 

The  corn  crop,  which  suffered  severely  by  drought 
during  July,  has  revived  astonishingly  by  virtue  of  re- 
cent rains.  There  will  not  be  any  thing  like  an  ave- 
rage crop,  yet  not  so  absolute  a failure  as  was  appre- 
hended. 

Crane’s  patent  twelve  months’  clock,  A model 
specimen  of  this  clock  is  now  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Van 
Boskerck,  (Congress  Hall),  for  public  inspection.  They 
require  no  more  space,  weight  or  strength  of  spring 
than  eight  day  clocks;  will  run  one  year  with  once 
winding  up;  are  perfectly  silent  other  than  striking  the 
hour.  The  whole  simple,  easily  adjusted  and  regulat- 
ed, and  when  so,  the  time  will  not  be  altered  as  in 
other  clocks,  by  winding,  by  the  difference  of  tempe- 
rature, or  by  an  increase  of  friction  or  weight,  a deside- 
ratum in  time  keeping  which  has  long  been  sought, 
and  next  in  importance  to  the  first  discovery  of  the 
pendulum.  [Paterson  Intel. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week,  in  Baltimore  55;  eleven 
of  consumption;  of  which  32  were  under  two  years  of 
age;  14  free  colored  and  3 slaves.  In  New  York  202; 
of  which  44  were  of  cholera  infantum  and  31  of  con- 
sumption. 

Diamond — Perhaps.  Mr.  John  Locke,  of  the  medical 
college,  Ohio,  has  a stone  which  was  picked  up  by  a 
laborer  upon  the  Wabash,  about  seven  miles  from  the 
Tippecanoe  battle  ground  which  he  thinks  is  a native 
diamond.  And  which  he  describes  as  spheroidal  in 
figure,  shaped  not  unlike  a small  bean,  being  a little 
less  than  half  of  an  inch  in  length,  one-third  in  width, 
and  one-fifth  in  thickness,  having  twenty-four  convex 
crystalline  facets.  Its  weight  is  12,746  grains,  or  very 
nearly  12  grains  and  three-fourths,  and  its  specific  gra- 
vity 35,44(L  At  one  of  its  sharp  ends  it  cut  glass  rea- 
dily, and  scratches  quartz  crystal.  It  cannot  be  scratch- 
ed by  a file  nor  by  grinding  on  a grindstone,  is  quite 
transparent  and  reflects  from  ils  interior  that  bright 
flood  of  light  characteristic  of  the  diamond.  By  fric- 
tion it  becomes  positively  electrified.  It  is  nearly  co- 
lorless, but  has  a preceptible  shade  of  yellow.  A small 
flaw  is  visible  in  the  interior,  and  about  five  black 
sand  specks;  the  facets  are  not  quite  smooth,  being 
somewhat  striated,  but  still  with  a good  degree  of  hril- 
liancy.  The  specific  gravity  3,544  clearly  distinguishes 
it  from  quartz  which  never  exceeds  283,  and  its  crys 
talline  form,  “a  spheroid  of  24  convex  faces’’  determines 


it  not  to  be  a white  topaz.  Indeed  there  is  no  doubt  that 
it  is  a diamond. 

Elections  were  held  last  week  in  the  states  of  Illi- 
nois. Kentucky,  Indiana,  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 
In  Illinois  the  election  was  for  three  members  of  con- 
gress; in  Indiana  and  Kentucky  for  members  of  the 
state  legislature  only;  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama  for 
governor  and  members  of  the  state  legislature. 

Flour,  does  not  quite  maintain  our  last  quotations. 
It  is  dull  in  New  York  at  $6,  except  for  choice  brands, 
which  command  $6  25. 

French  mercantile  marine.  The  Constilutionel 
proves  that  in  1795  the  mercantile  navy  of  France  was 
greater  than  at  the  present  day.  At  the  former  period 

100.000  seamen  were  employed  in  it,  now  there  are 
only  88,000. 

Furs  and  skins.  The  Buffalo  Advertiser  says — 
“There  has  been  received  since  the  opening  of  navi- 
gation 2,016  packs  of  fine  furs,  and  1,317  packs  of  deer 
and  elk  skins,  making  in  all  3,363  packages.  To  show 
the  value  and  importance  of  these  articles,  we  will 
merely  mention  that  one  invoice,  consisting  of  36  hhds. 
and  boxes,  was  appraised  at  the  custom  house  in  Ca- 
nada at  $45,000. 

Insurrection.  The  supposed  contemplated  insur- 
rection of  slaves,  which  occasioned  alarm  in  Missis- 
sippi— of  which  the  last  Register  contained  a notice — 
is  likely  to  turn  out  to  be  a false  alarm.  Most  of 
those  that  were  arrested  have  been  examined  and  ac- 
quitted. 

Lamps  fed  with  lard  instead  of  oil,  have  been  sueess- 
fully  introduced  info  Rochester.  The  papers  of  that 
city  say  they  “take  the  shine  off”  any  thing  in  the 
market.  They  give  a clear  light,  entirely  free  from 
smoke,  and  can  be  fed  at  about  one-third  the  expense 
of  oil. 

The  light  house  on  the  Canada  side  of  Lake  Erie  is 
lighted  by  the  same  material. 

Liverpool,  England.  The  census  of  Liverpool  has 
just  been  taken.  The  population  of  one  of  the  sixteen 
wards,  Vawxhall,  amounted  to  25,437 — of  this  popula- 
tion, only  600  were  parliamentary  voters.  The  whole 
population  of  the  borough  would  probably  be  between 

350.000  and  400,000  souls. 

Locusts.  In  addition  to  the  human  locusts  perma- 
nently covering  Spain,  that  unfortunate  country  has 
this  year  been  visited  by  immense  columns  of  the  in- 
sect locust,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  threaten  the  entire 
destruction  of  the  crops.  “It  is  sufficient,”  says  the 
accounts,  “if  these  terrible  columns  stop  half  an  hour 
on  any  spot,  for  every  thing  growing  on  it — vines,  olive 
trees  and  corn,  to  be  entirely  consumed.”  In  the  pro- 
vince of  Cuidad  Real  70  and  SO  sacks  per  day  have 
been  collected. 

Malt  liquors.  At  the  recent  anniversary  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Temperance  society,  reference 
was  made  to  the  bill  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Pakington,  M.  P.  for 
Droitwich,  to  remove  a number  of  the  present  beer 
shops,  and  improve  the  character  of  those  that  remain, 
by  which  2,814  beer  shops  have  been  already  closed. 
The  committee  observed  with  great  interest  that  whilst 
the  circuit  of  the  metropolitan  police  force  was  increas- 
ed by  a population  of  263,266,  the  number  of  drunken 
cases  taken  into  custody  for  the  past  year  was  4.764 
less  than  in  the  preceding  one,  and  of  disorderlies  3,700 
less  than  in  1839.  From  official  returns  it  appeared 
that  the  quantities  of  malt  used  by  the  brewers,  publi- 
cans and  beer-shop  keepers  for  the  years  1839  and 
1840,  were  as  follows: 


In  1839. 

In  1840. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Decrease. 

England 

29.816,387 

29,606  6S7 

209,700 

Scotland 

1,028,782 

996,014 

32,768 

Ireland 

. 1,813,783 

1,279,466 

534,317 

Total 

32,658,952 

31,832,167 

776,785 

Charles  F.  Mitchell  the  late  hon.  M.  C.  has  con- 
trived to  get  his  trial  postponed,  in  order  that  his  coun- 
sel may  argue  the  legality  of  the  organization  of  the 
court  of  sessions,  New  York. 

Milwaukie  lead  trade.  The  lead  trade  of  Mil- 
waukie, says  the  Cleaveland  Herald,  bids  fair  to  be  an 
important  item  of  commerce.  The  “diggings’’  are 
about  eighty  miles  west  of  that  place,  and  the  mineral 
is  already  found  to  extend  over  about  25  miles  of  coun- 
try, and  large  quantities  are  constantly  being  raised. 
The  Sentinel  says  Mr.  Corbins  furnace  smelts  5,000 
lbs.  per  day,  which  is  brought  to  Milwaukie  and  ship- 
ped to  Buffalo  and  Nrvv  York.  From  20  to  30  teams 
now  arrive  weekly  at  Milwaukie  loaded  with  lead,  and 
return  with  goods,  &c. 


New  York-  Comparative  census  of  the  cities  in  the 
state  of  New  York. 


1830. 

1835. 

1840. 

New  York 

203,007 

270,039 

312,932 

Brooklyn 

15,396 

24,529 

36,233 

Albany 

24,238 

28,109 

33,633 

Rochester 

9,269 

14,404 

20,202 

Troy 

11,605 

16,959 

19,373 

Buffalo 

8,653 

15,661 

18,041 

Utica 

8,323 

10,183 

12,810 

Schenectady 

4,258 

6,272 

6,638 

Hudson, 

5 392 

5,531 

5,671 

Brooklyn  is  now  the  second  city  in  the  state 

Alba- 

y has  heretofore 

been.  Rochester  out-ranks  both 

’roy  and  Buffalo, 

which  were 

ihead  of  it  in  1835. 

The  railroad  from  Boston,  Mass,  to  Dover,  N.  II.  is 
in  a fair  way  of  being  completed.  It  is  expected  that  it 
will  be  opened  for  travelling  the  whole  distance  on  the 
first  of  September  next,  or  soon  after. 

Revolutionary  officers.  A writer  in  the  New 
York  Express  slates  that  there  are  but  five  officers  qf 
the  regular  revolutionary  army  in  that  city,  and  adds 
the  very  remarkable  circumstance  that  the  ages  of 
these  advance  seriatim  from  85  to  89.  Their  names 
and  ages  are  as  follows:  Lieut.  Abraham  Legget,  in 

his  85th;  major  Leonard  Bleeker,  in  hi3  86th;  major 
gen.  Morgan  Lewis,  in  his  87th;  capt.  Theodosius 
Fowler,  in  hisSSth;  and  major  William  Popham,  in  kis 
89th.  They  are  all  in  good  health. 

Steamboat  disaster.  The  steamboat  Erie,  capt. 
Titus,  left  Buffalo  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  for 
Chicago,  with  two  hundred  and  five  passengers  and 
a valuable  cargo — having  just  been  repaired,  painted 
and  varnished.  When  near  Silver  or  Cattaraugus 
creek,  about  twenty  miles  from  Buffalo— it  blowing 
very  fresh  at  the  time — a barrel  of  turpentine  took  fire, 
and  the  flames  spread  with  such  rapidity  that  those  on 
the  upper  deck  had  not  time  to  go  below  before  they 
were  enveloped  in  flames!  The  De  Wit  Clinton,  which 
had  left  Buffalo  before  the  Erie  and  put  into  Dunkirk 
harbor,  perceiving  the  light,  immediately  proceeded 
to  her  relief,  and  brought  back  to  Buffalo  twenty-seven 
only,  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  that  were  on 
board.  All  the  rest — not  less  than  175  persons — 
were  either  burnt  or  drowned!!  The  captain  of 
the  Erie  was  amongst  the  number  saved.  Of  the  pas- 
sengers, about  150  were  respectable  Swiss  emigrants. 

Steamers.  The  Forth,  the  first  of  royal  steamers 
upon  the  West  India  line,  arrived  at  Liverpool,  from 
Clyde,  on  the  19th  July,  and  is  to  leave  England  on 
the  1st  of  October.  Captain  Fayrer,  formerly  of  the 
President,  commander. 

The  average  time  occupied  by  vessels  in  the  Cunard 
line,  from  Liverpool  to  Boston,  has  been  as  follows, 
viz:  Acadia,  14  days,  20  hours;  Caledonia,  14  days,  6 
hours;  Britannia,  14  days,  16  hours;  Columbia  14  days 
19  hours;  average  of  all,  14  days,  12  hours,  including 
an  average  stop  at  Halifax  of  5 hours. 

The  sub-treasury  bill.  On  Tuesday  last  the  bill 
from  the  senate  repealing  the  sub-treasury  act  passed 
the  house  of  representatives  with  some  amendments  by 
a vote  of  134  to  87.  The  yeas  and  nays  will  be  found 
in  the  proceedings  in  this  number.  On  Thursday  the 
senate  concurred  in  those  amendments. 

Temperance  reform.  There  are  in  London  and 
the  suburbs  fifty  total  abstinence  societies,  and  20,000 
members;  in  Scotland  150,000  members;  and  in  Ire- 
land (in  consequence  principally  of  the  exertions  of  the 
famous  Father  Mathews),  5,500,000  members! 

Tobacco  monopoly.  A late  letter  of  the  Paris  cor- 
respondent of  the  National  Intelligencer  says,  it  is 
matter  of  special  notice  here,  that  a vessel  from  the 
Chinese  seas  has  brought  to  Havre,  for  the  tobacco 
regie,  or  government  monopoly,  six  millions  of  Manilla 
cigars,  “highly  flavored  and  universally  preferred  in 
the  east.” 

Tobacco  in  France,  and  cotton  in  England,  brought 
from  the  east  to  compete  with  our  growth  of  these 
staples,  will  admonish  us  that  in  such  matters  we  must 
be  on  the  look  out  for  our  own  interests. 

The  Tombigbee  river  on  fire.  While  Mr.  J.  M. 
Cooper  was  prosecuting  the  removal  of  McGrevv’s 
shoals,  after  bearing  to  the  depth  of  365  feet,  his  auger 
suddenly  dropped  and  entirely  disappeared.  In  the 
space  of  some  several  moments  a deep  hollow  sound 
was  heard,  resembling  the  rumbling  noise  of  distant 
thunder  from  the  chasm  below,  and  at  the  same  instant 
gushed  forth  from  the  shaft  thus  made  a clear  trans- 
parent, oleaginous  substance  or  liquid,  which  boils  up 
very  similar  to  the  effervescence  of  a boiling  put;  and 
which  owing  to  the  sluggishness  of  the  current,  has 
gradually  diffused  itself  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
river.  A quantity  has  been  collected,  and  ujion  appli- 
cation ot  fire,  it  is  found  to  burn  equal  to  the  present 
sperm  oil. 

To  gratify  curiosity  and  make  further  tests,  tire  lias 
been  applied  to  the  oil  on  the  water,  and  the  whole 
surface  of  the  river  is  now  burning,  emitting  a flame  ol 
most  beautiful  appearance,  about  six  inches  high,  and 
has  already  extended  about  half  way  down  to  Fort 
Stoddard;  the  reflection  of  which  upon  the  horizon  at 
night,  presents  a most  sublime  spectacle,  far  surpass- 
ing iri  grandeur  and  beauty  of  appearance  the  aurora 
borealis.  [Mobile  Jour. 

Wheat  is  quoted  in  the  New  York  market  at  134. 

Mr.  Justice  Wiley  has  been  indicted  by  the  grand 
jury  of  New  Yo:k  for  his  participation  in  the  Frederick 
county  bank  affair,  and  has  entered  into  bonds  himself 
for  ®10,000,  and  ex-alderman  Joseph  Tucker  and  Ro- 
bert Smith  each  for  $5,000,  for  bis  appearance  to  an- 
swer to  the  charge  of  having  received  stolen  goods, 
knowing  them  to  be  stolen. 

Wyandots.  The  Logan  Gazette  says,  col.  Johnson 
offers  the  Wyandots  an  annuity  of  $14,000,  but  die 
tribe  demands  $20,000  and  will  not  take  less.  This 
comes  direct  from  one  of  the  tribe. 

Yellow  fever.  A few  fatal  cases  had  occurred  in 
New  Orleans  between  the  1st  and  4th  instant. 
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Congressional.  The  consideration  of  the  pre- 
sident’s veto  message  to  the  senate,  on  returning 
the  bill  for  establishing  a fiscal  bank,  was  postpon- 
ed, from  day  to  day,  by  that  body,  from  Monday 
until  Thursday,  when,  after  some  debate,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  its  passage — the  veto  notwith- 
standing— and  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  25, 
nays  24 — two  thirds  being  required  to  carry  a bill 
in  such  a case. 

The  bankrupt  bill,  which  had  passed  the  senate, 
and  been  debated  in  the  house  for  the  last  two  or 
three  weeks,  was  so  amended  on  Saturday,  as  to  ren- 
der it  unpalatable  to  a majority  of  that  body,  and  a 
motion  to  lay  it  upon  the  table — equivalent  to  a re- 
jection— prevailed  by  a vote  of  110  to  97 — all  the 
Van  Buren  members  in  the  house,  except  two,  vot- 
ing for  the  motion.  This  vote  i3  said  to  have  cre- 
ated almost  as  much  excitement  as  the  veto  of  the 
bank  bill.  Both  houses,  thereupon,  immediately 
adjourned.  A reconsideration  of  the  vote  was  next 
day  proposed  and  carried,  by  a majority  of  sixteen 
votes;  the  objectionable  amendment  was  reconsi- 
dered and  rejected — and  the  bill  then  passed  the 
house  by  a vote  of  110  yeas  to  106  nays.  An 
amendment,  postponing  the  period  at  which  it  is  to 
go  into  operation  to  the  1st  of  February,  was  im- 
mediately assented  to  by  the  senate,  and  the  signa- 
ture of  the  president  was  affixed  to  the  bill  on 
Thursday.  The  time  for  its  going  into  operation 
was  postponed  with  a view  to  allow  an  opportunity 
to  congress  to  repeal  it  before  then,  should  public 
opinion  so  determine. 

The  bill  to  renew  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  three  years,  has  also  pass- 
ed the  house,  by  a very  large  majority,  and  is  now 
before  the  president. 

The  absorbing  interest  of  the  topics  now  occupy- 
ing the  attention  of  congress,  induced  us  to  post- 
pone many  articles  that  must  be  registered  herealter. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

FRANCE. 

Royalty.  The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Nation- 
al Intelligencer  writes  that,  at  the  celebrationof  the 
baptism  of  the  count  de  Paris,  on  the  9th  June,  the 
queen  of  France,  accompanied  by  the  sovereigns  of 
Belgium,  the  old  duchess  of  Mecklenburg-Swerin, 
and  suite,  in  covered  cars,  rode  around  the  vast  ba- 
sin of  Neptune  through  a circle  of  about  thirty  thou- 
sand admirers  of  that  grand  jet  d’eau.  The  Lisbon 
correspondents  of  the  London  press  relate  that  when 
the  queen  of  Portugal  rides  in  the  country  the  pea- 
sants Icneel  as  she  passes.  We  read  in  some  of  the 
Paris  newspapers  that  the  royal  party  from  the  Tui- 
leries  were  hailed  with  enthusiasm  by  the  multitude 
in  the  garden  of  Versailles.  The  reverse  was  so 
strong  as  to  be  almost  melancholy;  it  surprised  some 
Americans  who  had  not  encountered  before  any  of 
the. family  of  Louis  Phillippe  in  their  excursions. 
No  hat  was  moved,  no  head  inclined,  except  by  a 
few  strangers.  The  king  himself  dashed,  at  six 
o’clock,  through  the  city  and  park,  shut  up  herme- 
tically in  his  coach,  and  with  a strong  escort  nearly 
touching  the  panels.  He  came  to  Versailles  on 
Wednesday  last,  rather  more  open  to  inspection,  and 
seemingly  indifferent  to  the  gaze  (nothing  more) 
from  the  soldiery  and  the  loungers  in  the  avenues. 
1 met  his  travelling  equipage  on  the  day  ol  Ins  re- 
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turn  (pom  his  journey  of  last  week.  It  consisted  of 
two  large  elegant  coaches,  eight  horses  in  each,  and 
twTo  baggage  coaches  with  six  horses  each;  the 
whole  splendidly  caparisoned:  eight  or  ten  mounted 
livery^'Servants,  £tc.  A detachment  of  lancers 
awaited  at  th£  gate  of  the  park  of  St.  Cloud  his  ar- 
rival tjlgre.  When  he  visits  any  one  of  the  royal 
paLces-in  the  neighborhood  of  the  capital,  mounted 
gens  d’.urmes  are  stationed  at  intervals  along  the 
route. " 

CHINA. 

The  ship  Oneida,  Smith,  arrived  at  New  York, 
left  Canton  on  the  26th  and  Macao  on  the  27th 
April.  Affairs  remain  much  as  when  the  Abkar 
sailed.  Trade  still  open.  No  fighting  but  an  im- 
perial edict  has  been  issued,  which  is  full  of  war 
against  the  English. 

There  were  seven  American  vessels  at  Whampoa, 
and  one  at  Macao,  ail  loading.  The  ship  Konno- 
hassett  sailed  from  Canton  on  the  21st  of  April,  for 
New  York,  with  a full  cargo  of  teas  and  silks. — 
Teas  were  somewhat  scarce,  in  consequence  of  so 
many  English  and  American  vessels  loading. 

The  following  is  from  the  Canton  Register  of  the 
20th  April: 

Circular  to  her  majesty's  subjects,  British  factory, 
Canton  16/A  Jlpril,  1841.  A satisfactory  commu- 
nication has  this  day  been  received  from  his  excel- 
lency commissioner  Yang,  declaratory  of  the  faith- 
ful intentions  of  his  newly  arrived  colleagues  con- 
cerning the  arrangement  concluded  on  the  20th  ult. 
between  H.  E.  and  the  undersigned. 

The  Kwangonowloo  having  also  issued  a procla- 
mation by  desire  of  their  excellencies,  intended  to 
re-assure  the  trading  people, the  plenipotentiary  has 
for  a like  reason  (with  the  concurrence  of  the  go- 
vernment) made  public  the  accompanying  notice 
under  his  own  zeal.  (Signed) 

CHARLES  ELLIOT,  H.  M’s.  plenipotentiary. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Washington  Barrow, of  Mississippi,  charge  d’af- 
faires at  the  court  of  her  most  faithful  majesty,  the 
queen  of  Portugal. 

Ambrose  Baber,  of  Georgia,  charge  d’affaires 
near  the  government  of  Sardina. 

John  S.  Pendleton,  of  Virginia,  charge  d’affaires 
to  the  republic  of  Chili. 

James  S.  Calhoun,  of  Georgia,  consul  for  the  port 
of  Havana. 

David  Hoffman,  of  Maryland,  commissioner  under 
the  act  of  congress  to  carry  into  effect  the  conven- 
tion with  the  Mexican  republic  of  the  1 1th  of  April, 
1839. 

Richard  K.  Call,  governor  of  the  territory  of  Flo- 
rida. 

United  Stales  marshals. 

Alexander  K.  McClung,  for  the  northern  district 
of  Mississippi. 

William  Prentiss,  for  the  district  of  Illinois. 

Land  officer. 

Munford  Stokes,  register,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 
custom  house  officers — Collectors. 

George  W.  Pearce,  Gloucester,  Massachusetts. 

James  K.  Livingston,  Genesee,  New  Yoik. 

Judah  T.  Ainsworth,  Cape  Vincent,  New  York. 

Clayton  H.  Page,  Little  Egg  Harbor,  N.  Jersey. 

Postmasters. 

Daniel  H Harris,  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky. 

Cyrus  Edwards,  at  Alton.  Illinois. 

Geo.  W.  Spotswood,  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Diplomatic.  Isaac  Rand  Jackson,  esq.  charge 
d’affairs  to  Denmark,  and  family,  embarked  on 
Thursday  in  the  packet  ship  Toronto,  from  New 
York  for  London. 

American  consul  imprisoned.  Captain  Mer- 
riman  of  the  barque  Iris,  in  11  days  from  Matanzas, 
reports  that  Mr.  Cross  the  American  consul  at  that 
port,  had,  by  order  of  the  governor  general  of  Cuba, 
been  arrested  and  confined  in  prison  on  the  day  that 
the  barque  left.  The  captain  did  not  learn  the  par- 
ticulars or  hear  of  any  charges  that  had  been  made 
against  Mr.  Cross,  who  is  represented  as  an  extreme- 
ly mild  and  amiable  gentleman. 

The  treasury  loan.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasuiy  has  negotiated  $1,500,000  ol  lheloan  lately 


authorised,  being  all  he  at  present  proposed  for,  one 
million  thereof  at  5J  and  500,000  at  5 2-5  per  cent. 
Of  the  latter  sums,  the  Merchants’  bank  of  New 
York,  took  $150,000.  Messrs.  Camman,  White- 
house  & Co.  has  $250,000,  and  Messrs.  Ketchum, 
Rogers  & Bement  $100,000  for  themselves  or  others. 

Indians  pacified.  The  Burlington  (I.  T.) 
Hawk  Eye,  says  that,  in  consequence'of  a visit  from 
governor  Chambers  to  the  two  parties  of  the  Sac3 
and  Foxes,  they  have  been  reconciled  to  each  other, 
and  their  past  difficulties,  it  is  believed,  are  fully 
settled. 

Pardon.  We  learn  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer that  the  president  has  granted  a pardon  to 
Henry  H.  White,  confined  in  the  penitentiary  at 
Washington  under  sentence  for  burning  the  treasu- 
ry. If  we  mistake  not  he  had  three  tedious  trials 
before  a jury  could  agree — and  it  now  appears  by 
confession  of  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  that  the 
facts  sworen  to  against  White  never  existed. — 
The  judges,  prosecuting  attorney  and  as  many  of 
the  jury  as  could  be  lound  as  well  as  a number  of 
respectable  citizens  of  the  District  joined  in  petition 
for  his  pardon. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  decisive  overthrow  of  the  Melbourne  minis- 
try and  whig  party,  in  the  recent  elections  in  Eng- 
land, was  mainly  occasioned  by  their  attempt  to 
modify  the  existing  laws  in  a direction  towards 
“free  trade.”  They  proposed  not  to  dispense 
with,  but  amend  the  corn  laws  in  such  a manner  as 
to  allow  the  ingress  of  loreign  grain  and  flour  upon 
more  liberal  and  regular  terms  than  heretofore,  and 
to  reduce  the  duly  upon  sugar  and  a few  other  arti- 
cles. Nearly  the  whole  agricultural  interest  of  the 
country  was  aroused,  at  once,  by  the  proposition, 
and  throwing  their  weight  into  the  aristocratic 
scale,  the  tory  party  are  elevated  to  power  and  the 
seal  is  reaffixed  to  the  interdiction  of  our  surplus 
breadstulfs,  unless  the  British  community  are,  by 
the  failure  of  their  own  crops,  reduced  to  the  extre- 
mity of  almost  starvation. 

It  is  well  for  the  United  States  that  the  policy  of 
the  British  government  is  thus  distinctly  ascertain- 
ed, before  congress  were  prepared  to  revise  the  ex- 
isting tariff  of  this  country.  There  is  now  no 
doubt  as  to  the  measures  which  we  have  to  encoun- 
ter abroad.  We  understand  the  policy  which  their 
interest  has  induced  them  to  adopt  towards  us — and 
we  have  only  to  consider  how  our  interest  can  best 
be  promoted  in  meeting  their  prohibitions.  They 
legislate,  not  in  behalf  of  free  trade — but  in  be- 
half of  British  trade — not  in  behalf  of  the  gene- 
ral interest  of  the  world;  of  a liberal,  fair,  open 
commerce — but  in  behalf  of  the  monopoly  of  trade, 
so  far  as  it  can  be  secured  to  the  benefit  of  the  sub- 
jects of  “her  majesty.”  They  take  care  of  them- 
selves— it  becomes  our  duty  to  take  equal  care  of 
ourselves.  We  should  have  been  glad. — as  we  took 
occasion  to  express  when  the  propositions  of  the 
Melbourne  ministers  were  first  announced  in  be- 
half of  a modification  of  their  restrictive  laws — we 
should  have  rejoiced  to  meet  them  more  than  half 
way  in  the  benevolent  enterprise  of  benefitting  all, 
by  abandoning,  as  far  as  possible,  restrictions  upon 
commerce.  It  is  true,  and  we  so  intimated,  that 
we  had  but  a glimmer  of  hope  that  they  would  se- 
riously and  in  good  faith  abandon  one  inch  of  the 
advantage  they  have  gained  over  us  in  our  existing 
intercourse.  Yet  we  caught  willingly  even  at  the 
professed  design  of  taking  such  a direction.  It  ap- 
pears that  it  was  but  to  announce  such  a design  in 
England,  to  insure  the  defeat  of  the  party  so  pre- 
suming upon  British  liberality.  The  remotest  gleam 
of  hope,  in  that  direction,  is  at  once  extinguished. 
The  contest  for  our  fair  share  of  the  trade  of  the 
world  must  be  forthwith  commenced,  and  we  hope 
it  will  be  fought  out  fairly,  spiritedly,  manfully. 

The  tories  come  into  power  upon  the  ground  that 
the  restrictive  policy  is  to  be  maintained,  and  main- 
tained it  will  be — but  not  without  some  people  hav- 
ing to  pay  the  price  of  the  monopoly.  II  they  can 
induce  the  United  Stales  to  continue,  as  they  have 
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for  years  past,  to  verge  on  towards  “free  trade,’ 
admitting  British  articles  at  less  and  less  duty,  and, 
in  many  cases,  free  of  any  duty,  to  the  manifest  pro- 
fit of  British  manufacturers — whilst  on  the  other 
hand,  they  tax  American  products  almost,  and  often 
quite,  to  the  point  of  prohibition;  it  the  American 
people  will  submit  to  a continuance  ol  this  system, 
they  will  just  as  effectually  be  taxed  to  pay  the 
price  of  this  British  monopoly,  as  they  could  ever 
have  been  by  submitting  to  the  British  stamp  tax 
and  tax  upon  tea,  which  our  fathers  resisted  in  the 
last  century. 

That  the  tory  ministry  will  have  great  difficulty 
in  surmounting  the  embarrassments  which  lie  in 
the  path  before  them,  no  one,  who  will  review  the 
predicament  which  compelled  the  Melbourne  mi- 
nistry to  adventure  this  last  expedient  for  maintain- 
ing power,  will  doubt  for  a moment.  It  was  by  no 
means  a voluntary  suggestion  of  theirs.  It  was,  in 
fact,  a mere  expedient  to  escape  from  difficulties 
which  they  perceived  no  other  method  of  overcom- 
ing. How  the  new  ministers  may  contrive  to  sur- 
mount those  same  embarrassments,  remains  to  be 
ascertained.  They  are  of  no  trifling  import — and 
whatever  expedient  they  may  be  driven  to  resort  to, 
may  possibly  be  found  as  unpalatable  to  the  British 
people,  as  was  the  suggestion  of  modifying  the  corn 
Jaws.  They  will  find  it  no  easy  matter  to  compen- 
sate for  the  diminution  of  the  West  India  trade, 
under  the  new  policy  there  now  in  progress  of  ex- 
periment.* And,  may  we  hope  that  they  will  find 
it  an  equally  difficult  task  to  reconcile  the  United 
States  to  a continuance  of  a system  which  operates 
to  drain  the  union  of  from  twenty  to  forty  millions 
of  dollars  annually,  when,  by  a wise  legislation,  the 
trade  might  be  at  least  equalized. 

We  are  deciples  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  by 
Thomas  Jefferson,  when  first  secretary  of  state  un- 
der the  federal  constitution — that  in  our  intercourse 
with  other  countries,  it  comports  alike  with  the  ho- 
nor and  the  true  interest  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
tend, to  every  country,  privilege  for  privilege — and 
to  meet  them  with  restriction  for  restriction. 

Production  of  coffee  in  the  world.  The 
British  Almanac  states  that  according  to  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  prepared  by  Mr.  McQueen,  the  quan- 
tity of  coffee  produced  in  the  various  countries  in 
which  it  forms  a commercial  export  is  as  follows: 

Pounds. 
134,000,000 

49.540.000 
80,174,460 
43,007,522 

14.720.000 
11,544,024 

2.400.000 

5.500.000 
897,540 

10,469,955 
6,245,028 


359,398,229 

The  consumption  of  coffee  in  Great  Britain,  dur- 
ing the  year  1838,  was  24,920,820  lbs.  being  more 

*An  article  in  the  last  Blackwood,  enumerating  the 
errors  which  produced  the  overthrow  of  the  Melbourne 
ministry,  dwells  with  force  upon  what  the  writer  consi- 
ders their  unfortunate  and  mistaken  policy  towards  the 
West  Indies.  “They  have  first  diminished,’’  says  the 
writer,  “by  about  a third,  the  total  agricultural  produce 
of  the  British  West  India  islands,  and  the  total  amount 
of  shipping  employed  between  them  and  the  mother 
country;  and  then,  to  fill  up  the  gap,  and  remedy  the 
deficiency  which  they  themselves  have  created,  they 
propose  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  British  West 
India  islands  by  an  inundation  of  foreign  sugar,  which 
will  at  once  render  cultivation  in  our  own  colonies  im- 
possible.” 

Another  result  has  been  to  increase  the  slave  trade 
in  Cuba  and  Brazil;  for  the  deficiency  of  the  crops  in 
the  British  West  Indies  has  stimulated  production  in 
those  other  countries,  where  slave  labor  is  used.  It  is 
said  that  since  the  emancipation  act  the  importation  of 
negroes  has  risen  from  about  one  hundred  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  thousand  annually. 

Lord  Palmerston,  in  his  electioneering  harangue  at 
Tiverton,  in  relation  to  the  British  West  India  colonies, 
says: — “The  West  Indies  were  in  a state  of  great  diffi- 
culty, owing  to  the  existence  of  slavery  in  its  colonies. 
There  were  800,000  slaves  there — the  objects  of  suspi- 
cion to  the  whites — the  source  of  disturbance  on  every 
occasion,  and  whose  compulsory  labor,  being  not  equal 
to  the  free  labor  of  spontaneous  workmen,  did  not  sup- 
ply the  owners  of  estates  with  a satisfactory  and  cer- 
tain source  of  labor  for  the  cultivation  of  their  lands. — 
We  carried  a measure  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the 
people — we  induced  parliament  to  set  free  800,000 
slaves — to  convert  800,000  slaves  into  free  and  inde- 
pendent citizens.  Thus  strengthening  the  empire  at 
large  without  in  the  slightest  degree  diminishing,  but 
on  the  contrary  increasing,  the  value  of  the  property 
of  those  who  had  been  the  owners  of  those  slaves. — 
[Loud  cheers.”! 


than  double  the  quantity  supposed  to  be  produced 
by  the  British  West  Indies.  . 

Production  of  sugar  in  the  world.  The 
following  approximative  estimate  of  the  quantity  of 
sugar,  produced  in  different  parts' of  the  world,  is 


taken  from  the  British  Almanac: 

Cwts. 

British  sugar  colonies  3,571,378 

British  India  519,126 

Danish  West  Indies  450,000 

Dutch  do.  260,060 

French  sugar  colonies  2,160,000 

United  States  900,000 

Brazils  (exact  quantity  of  white  not 

distinguished)  5^400,000 

Spanish  West  Indies  4, 481", 340 

Java  (without  distinction  of  quality^  892,474 
For  internal  consumption  exclusive 
China,  India,  Siam,  Java,  and  the 
United  States  2,446,337 


18,080,658 

Visit  to  the  U.  States  ship  Delaware. 
Saturday  having  been  set  apart  as  the  day  on  which 
the  president,  the  heads  of  department,  members  of 
congress  of  both  houses,  together  with  a select  com- 
pany of  invited  guests,  should  pay  a visit  to  the  ship 
Delaware,  now  lying  in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  off 
Annapolis,  a train  of  cars  was  in  readiness  at  the 
depot  in  this  city  to  receive  them  at  seven  o’clock. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  official  duties,  the  pre- 
sident was,  to  the  regret  of  all  concerned,  unable  to 
join  the  party.  But  the  secretaries  of  the  navy,  of 
state  and  of  war,  the  attorney  general,  and  post- 
master general,  (the  secretary  of  the  treasury  being 
prevented  by  indisposition),  took  their  places  in  the 
cars  at  the  appointed  hour,  as  did  many  members  of 
congress,  especially  those  from  the  western  states,  to 
many  of  whom  a ship-of-war  was  a sight  now  to^be 
enjoyed  for  the  first  time.  A few  senators  also  joined 
the  party,  as  more  would  no  doubt  have  done  had 
not  the  senate  on  Friday,  (unexpectedly  to  many), 
refused  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday.  The  sky,  for 
some  time,  presented  a lowering  aspect,  and  some 
drops  of  rain  fell  soon  after  the  cars  had  got  in  mo- 
tion; but  the  weather  very  soon  cleared  away,  the 
morning  proved  propitious,  and  just  cool  enough  to 
make  the  ride  refreshing.  The  company  was  ming- 
led without  distinction  of  parties,  and  all  seemed 
exhilarated  by  an  escape  from  the  routine  of  official 
toil,  like  so  many  school  boys  set  free,  for  one  day 
at  least,  from  the  sound  of  recitations  and  the  do- 
minion of  the  rules.  The  cry  of“Mr.  Speaker!” 
was  no  more  heard,  for  every  body  spoke  at  once, 
(as  at  certain  times  within  the  walls  of  a certain 
house);  and  in  place  of  the  yea-and-nay  bell,  was 
heard  the  shrill  note  of  the  steam  whistle,  or  the 
hissing  and  sputtering  of  the  passionate  locomotive 
in  the  van.  A number  of  ladies,  too,  (though  it 
was  not  strictly  a part  of  the  plan),  graced  the 
cheerful  company  by  their  presence  and  smiles; 
and  the  evident  pleasure  they  received  from  the 
trip  tended  much  to  augment  a like  feeling  in  their 
less  susceptible  companions. 

The  country  between  Washington  and  Annapolis 
possesses  but  few  attractions,  and  every  one  was 
rejoiced  when  the  word  passed  from  mouth  to 
mouth,  “Here  we  are!  this  is  Annapolis.” 

That  ancient  city,  venerable  as  well  from  its  early 
date  as  from  the  spirit-stiring  associations  with 
which  it  is  connected,  though  not  large  has  a pic- 
turesque appearance;  many  of  its  buildings  private 
as  well  as  public,  preserving,  unchanged,  a model 
of  the  style  of  architecture  which  prevailed  while 
Maryland  was  yet  the  seat  of  the  colonial  govern- 
ment. Among  these  are  the  state  house,  St.  John’s 
college,  and  the  Episcopal  church,  whose  lofty 
brick  towers  form  a striking  element  in  the  land- 
scape, viewed  from  whatever  direction.  The  state 
house  is  of  brick,  stands  upon  a commanding  emi- 
nence, and  is  remarkable  for  its  very  lofty  and  high- 
ly ornamental  dome  and  cupola  from  the  top  of 
which  the  star-spangled  banner  now  quietly  waved 
to  the  breeze.  Here  we  were  privileged  to  stand, 
on  that  hallowed  spot  where  once  was  witnessed 
the  most  sublime  act  which  human  history  has  re- 
corded; we  mean  the  surrender,  by  Washington, 
of  his  military  command,  at  the  close  of  that  victo- 
rious struggle  which  had  placed  his  country  high 
upon  the  roll  of  nations.  There  yet  stands  the  chair 
in  which  governor  Mifflin,  (then  presiding  over 
congress),  sat  when  the  commission  was  resigned, 
and  the  short  but  impressive  words  uttered,  which, 
of  themselves,  were  enough  to  give  George  Wash- 
ington a place  in  every  American  heart.  On  the 
walls  of  the  chamber  hung  full-length  portraits  of 
Paca,  Carroll,  Chase  and  Stone,  four  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  In  this  same 


building  is  also  the  state  library,  but  the  short  time 
allotted  for  our  stay  did  not  admit  of  our  visiting  it. 

We  contrived  to  steal  time,  however,  to  climb  to 
the  top  of  the  dome  and  were  richly  rewarded  for  a 
somewhat  fatiguing  ascent  by  one  of  the  finest  pa- 
noramas the  eye  can  ask.  The  city  lies  like  a map 
at  your  feet,  with  all  its  old  buildings,  streets  and 
picturesque  vicinity,  through  which  flows  the  wind- 
ing Severn,  while  in  the  distance  lies  the  bright  and 
silvery  bay,  now  exhibiting  in  full  view  the  object 
of  our  journey — the  majestic  Delaware — lying  at 
anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Severn,  with  her  taper- 
ing masts  and  spars  distictly  traced  against  the  sky. 
Here  it  would  have  been  sweet  to  linger,  while  “ad- 
miration feeding  at  the  eye,”  might  expatiate  over 
the  attracting  view,  and  examine  all  its  details  at 
leisure.  But  we  hastened  down,  and,  after  a tran- 
sient visit  to  the  City  Hotel,  descended  to  the  steam- 
boat George  Washington,  which  lay  waiting  to  re- 
ceive us,  while  here  again  the  beloved  stripes  and 
stars  threw  their  protection  over  us,  the  waving 
tints  partially  hid  by  a cloud  of  steam,  whose  white 
column  contrasted  strongly  with  volumes  of  the 
blackest  smoke,  that  seemed  contending  with  it  for 
the  mastery.  The  windows  of  the  houses  were  oc- 
cupied, and  the  wharf  crowded  with  spectators, 
drawn,  no  doubt,  by  the  expectation  of  seeing  him, 
the  president,  on  whom  all  eyes  are  now  bent  with 
so  intent  and  anxious  a gaze.  Being  disappointed 
in  this,  they  seemed  to  solace  themselves  with,  w hat 
was  the  next  best  thing,  a very  curious  and  critical 
inspection  of  the  members  of  his  cabinet.  At  length 
the  bell  sounded,  and  the  boat,  swinging  out  from 
her  fastenings,  wafted  us  down  the  bay,  some  four 
or  five  miles,  to  the  spot  where  the  Delaware  was 
moored. 

And  here  we  feel  sensibly  our  want  of  nautical 
knowledge:  for  though  all  looked  upon  that  noble 
object  with  feelings  of  the  strongest  interest  and  de- 
light, the  ignorance  of  a landsman,  mingled  with 
emotion,  in  a great  degree  unfits  us  to  speak  with 
strict  propriety  of  what  gave  all  who  gazed  upon  it 
such  lively  pleasure.  A ship-of-war  any  where,  and 
of  any  nation,  is  an  object  fitted  to  fill  the  mind 
and  rouse  the  feelings.  It  is  such  a product  of  hu- 
man skill — such  an  emblem  and  evidence  of  human 
strength — it  calls  up  associations  ot  so  grave,  and 
yet  so  exciting,  a kind — that  it  can  never  be  looked 
upon  with  entire  indifference;  but  to  an  American, 
and  in  the  present  circumstances  of  America,  a 
vessel  of  her  glorious  little  navy — a first-rate  Ame- 
rican line-of- battle  ship,  fully  manned  and  comple- 
tely equipped  for  sea,  is  a spectacle  which  absorbs 
the  whole  man,  carrying  away  his  deepest  musings 
to  the  future  and  to  the  past.  And,  accordingly,  it 
was  interesting  to  witness  the  truth  of  this  remark, 
as  the  steamboat  began  to  approach  the  vessel. — 
Conversation,  which  had  been  lively  and  general, 
gradually  subsided:  every  eye  was  fixed.  For  a time 
every  tongue  seemed  chained,  and  one  heard  only 
an  occasional  remark  of  lowly  uttered  admiration  as 
her  proportions  and  majestic  size  became  more  dis- 
tinctly visible.  She  lay  like  a floating  palace — no, 
that  is  too  light  and  gay  a comparison — rather  like 
some  formidable  fortress,  with  all  its  armament  set 
afloat  by  magic  power.  Her  grim  and  frowning  bat- 
teries, row  above  row,  their  black  and  threatening 
muzzles  protruded  from  the  ports,  struck  the  mind 
with  awe.  There  was  no  guilded  ornament  to  re- 
lieve the  severity  of  the  emotion.  Every  one  must 
feel  that  here  ornament  was  out  of  place.  Power — 
defensive,  and,  if  need  be,  offensive,  power — that 
was  the  single  idea  solemnly,  almost  painfully,  im- 
pressed upon  the  soul.  And  then,  as  the  eye  glanc- 
ed up — upward,  upward — along  her  towering  masts, 
the  symmetry,  the  harmony,  the  nautical  beauty  and 
giace,  the  evidence  of  skill  and  combination,  the 
union  of  strength  with  ease,  the  deepest  science  ap- 
plied to  the  plainest,  (yet  the  fittest),  materials,  the 
gradual  diminution  and  attenuation  of  the  lines  of 
tracery,  so  beautifully  drawn  against  the  sky,  oc- 
casioned an  elevation  of  the  thoughts  exactly  adapt- 
ed to  succeed  the  impression  produced  by  the  sight 
of  the  heavy  armament.  But  how  shall  we  describe 
the  effect,  when,  suddenly,  the  spars  were  seen  to 
be  alive  with  human  beings!  and  the  long  rows  of 
seamen,  all  dressed  in  the  same  simple  costume, 
looked,  at  a little  distance,  as  though  they  were 
holding  hands,  and  were  supported  only  by  the  air! 
Row  above  row  they  stood,  silently  looking  down 
upon  the  approach  of  the  visiters,  (among  whom 
they  thought  the  president  was  one),  with  that  air 
of  simplicity  and  boyish  curiosity  which  mark  the 
character  of  the  bravest  tar.  We  forgot  the  guns — 
we  forgot  the  towering  masts.  All  eyes,  and,  we 
believe  we  may  truly  add,  all  hearts  were  fixed  and 
fastened  on  the  men.  There  they  stood— our  gal- 
lant, our  noble,  our  simple-hearted,  unpretending 
defenders — ready  to  brave  the  wildest  storms;  ready 
to  breast  the  most  threatening  danger;  asking  nothing 
but  food,  a pittance  for  their  mothers,  and  some  just 
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meed  of  acknowledgment  when  they  have  acted 
nobly  in  our  cause.  And  who,  that  is  not  dead  to 
every  grateful  leeling  can  withhold  it?  Well  may 
the  patriotic  muse  delight  to  embody  their  praise, 
and  make  it  the  burden  of  some  of  her  sweetest  me- 
lodies. Poor  fellows!  how  often  do  those  strains 
sound  but  the  dirge  over  their  deep,  their  undistin- 
guishing grave! 

In  mounting  the  ship’s  side,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  as  right,  (being  in  his  element)  preceded,  and 
was  followed  by  the  residue  of  the  cabinet.  Then 
came  the  ladies;  and  (hen  followed  a promiscuous 
crowd  of  climbing  senators,  congressmen,  judges, 
governors,  generals  and  naval  and  military  men,  of 
every  grade,  together  with  other  citizens  who  had 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  been  distinguished  by 
the  commodore’3  gracious  invitation.  Gracious  it 
was  and  gracious  was  its  giver,  ay,  aqd  graceful  too, 
as  no  man  could  deny  or  doubt  for  a moment  who 
witnessed  his  reception  of  his  guests,  and  watched 
the  expression  of  his  dignified  and  intripid  counte- 
nance. He  stood  near  the  entrance  of  his  own  cabin, 
surrounded  by  as  fine  a group  of  officers  as  the  eye 
of  a commander  or  the  heart  of  a contented  crew 
could  wish  to  look  upon.  After  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  had  taken  his  place  near  him,  the  commander 
of  the  ship,  captain  Charles  S.  McCauley,  introduc- 
ed all  her  officers  in  succession  according  to  their 
rank;  to  each  of  whom  he  extended  his  hand,  with 
that  trank  and  open  air  which  naturally  belongs  to 
the  man,  and  which  so  strongly  maiks  his  manners 
and  his  character.  The  youngest  midshipman  was 
as  kindly  and  as  respectfully  received  as  the  oldest 
lieutenant,  arid  they  all  seemed  to  appreciate  and  to 
reciprocate  the  friendly  feeling  with  which  they  were 
recognised  by  the  respected  head  of  their  own  de- 
servedly popular  department. 

The  remaining  guests  having  in  turn  been  receiv- 
ed, a salute  of  seventeen  guns  was  fired,  being  the 
number  prescribed  by  the  navy  regulations  as  the 
mark  of  respect  to  a governor  of  a state  or  the 
head  of  a department  when  visiting  a ship  of  war. 
The  marines  were  praraded  on  the  larboard  side  of 
the  ship  as  the  guests  entered  from  the  opposite  side, 
and  a most  creditable  appearance  they  made,  their 
uniforms  critically  neat,  and  their  muskets  shining 
with  a brilliancy  that  no  labor  could  have  heighten- 
ed. At  the  sound  of  the  boatswain’s  whistle  the 
men  descended  from  the  yards,  where  they  had  stood 
till  now,  looking  down  upon  the  strangers  beneath 
their  feet.  Soon  afterwards  the  drums  beat  “to 
quarters,”  and  the  men,  in  their  white  trowsers  and 
tarpoulin  hats,  (the  bosoms  ot  their  shirts  having  a 
patch  of  blue  cloth  upon  them  worked  in  white  and 
each  tied  with  a black  riband),  hastened  to  their  seve- 
ral stations,  each  company  around  its  own  gun;  and 
then  the  proper  officers  passed  round  with  written 
rolls  in  their  hands,  calling  the  men  by  name  and  ac- 
cording to  the  station  of  each  man  at  the  piece.  The 
company  next  walked,  in  a sort  of  procession,  round 
the  vessel;  and  really  the  sight  of  such  a number  of 
healthy,  orderly,  hardy  looking,  able-bodied  men  as 
compose  the  crew  was  most  exhilarating,  and,  we 
may  add,  consoling;  for  it  was  impossible,  while  be- 
holding them,  thus  collected  and  arranged,  not  to 
say  to  one’s  self,  “my  own  life  and  the  liberty  and 
honor  of  my  country  are  entirely  safe  with  such  de- 
fenders.” There  were  in  all  nine  hundred  of  them; 
a portion  being,  of  course,  upon  the  lower  decks,  so 
that  you  could  not  get  the  whole  into  your  eye  at  one 
time;  but  wherever  you  went  about  the  ship  the 
same  spectacle  met  your  view,  for  a body  of  men 
more  uniform  in  size  and  appearance  was  probably 
never  collected  in  one  vessel.  They  are,  most  of 
them,  of  middle  age  and  under,  sixty  ol  them  being 
boys,  recently  taken  from  the  naval  school  on  board 
the  Pennsylvania  at  Norfolk.  Fine  bright  eyed 
boys  they  are,  full  of  life  and  ambition,  and  action 
and  emulation;  and  the  very  best  of  seamen  they 
will  soon  prove  themselves  in  the  higher  and  more 
extended  school  into  which  they  have  now  en- 
tered. 

Having  marched  round  the  spar-deck,  we  were 
next  conducted  below.  The  Delaware  is  reckoned, 
in  naval  estimation,  a two-decker;  but,  like  every 
ship  of  that  class,  she  has  in  fact  four  decks:  the 
spar  deck,  being  that  on  which  you  step  when  de- 
scending from  her  bulwarks;  the  upper  or  main 
gun-deck,  on  which  is  her  lighter  battery;  the  lower 
gun-deck,  on  which  is  her  battery  of  heavy  guns; 
and  what  is  called  the  orlop-deck,  below  all,  and 
appropriated  to  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the 
officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  commodore,  cap- 
tain, first  and  second  lieutenants,  whose  quarters 
are  above.  On  the  two  gun-decks  we  were  grati- 
fied at  seeing  the  mess  tables  of  the  men,  swung 
opposite  the  spaces  between  the  guns,  with  benches, 
also  swung,  at  each  side — the  whole  capable  of  be- 
ing drawn  up  close  to  the  beams  of  the  deck  over- 
head, to  be  out  of  the  way  when  the  ship  is  cleared 
for  action.  Here  were  piled  their  tin  cans,  on  the 


top  of  which  it  was  most  gratifying  to  discover,  laid 
in  the  neatest  order  a seamen’s  little  library,  con- 
sisting of  two  bibles,  two  prayer  books,  two  hymn 
books  and  one  volume  of  a moral  and  entertaining 
character.  (The  hymn  books,  in  every  instance, 
were  the  most  worn).  We  say  this  was  gratifying; 
for  who  among  men  stand  more  in  need  of  the  in- 
structions and  the  support  drawn  from  the  volume 
of  inspiration  and  the  promises  of  religion  than  these 
forgotten  sons  ot  the  deep,  whose  lives  are  in  jeopar- 
dy beyond  the  lot  of  other  men,  while,  too  often, 
their  moral  and  religious  education  is  of  all  men  most 
neglected? 

Speaking  of  these  mess  tables,  we  may  as  well 
take  this  place  to  observe  that  not  only  these,  but 
every  individual  thing,  whether  of  wood  or  metal, 
on  board  this  fine  ship,  was  as  scrupulously  and 
thoroughly  clean  as  the  hand  of  man  could  make 
them.  The  very  decks  were  as  white  as  a milk 
pail;  and  the  tables  so  refreshingly  clean,  that  they 
might  be  eaten  from  without  any  intervening  sub- 
stance. It  was,  soon  after,  our  pleasure  to  see  them 
surrounded,  each  with  a rnerry  company  of  cheer- 
ful, hungry,  contented  looking  tars,  as  one  need  to 
look  at  on  a summer’s  day.  Their  vessels  of  boiled 
mess  pork,  hot  from  the  regions  of  the  cook,  (each 
piece  marked  by  the  by,  with  the  number  of  the 
gun),  their  pans  of  pease  soup,  yet  hotter  than  the 
meat,  (as  we  can  testify,  for  we  scalded  our  mouths 
in  partaking  a sip  of  it  at  a mess  table),  with  the 
pile  of  shipbread  broken  into  small  pieces,  ready  for 
use,  altogether  looked  so  inviting  and  so  comforta- 
ble, that  they  might  awaken  appetite  in  stomachs 
cloyed  with  the  delicacies  of  a more  luxurious  table, 
and  accordingly  we  noticed  a number  of  the  guests, 
and  among  them  of  the  ladies,  partaking  of  this  un- 
wonted repast,  to  the  no  small  surprise  and  delight 
of  honest  Jack,  w ho,  having  no  fork,  was  some- 
what at  a loss  how  to  do  the  agreeable,  but  who, 
after  a salt  water  apology,  took  the  jack  knife  (well 
so  named,  “Jack”  is  never  without  it),  which  hung 
by  a ropeyarn  from  some  part  ot  his  dress,  and  forth- 
with carved,  in  a somewhat  extemporaneous,  way,  the 
best  morsel  in  his  kid  for  his  unexpected  guests. 
On  the  lower  deck  fifteen  men  are  stationed  at  each 
gun;  on  the  upper,  thirteen.  It  were  long  to  go 
into  a minute  account  of  the  many  convenient  ar- 
rangements which  were  politely  shown  and  explain- 
ed to  us,  for  availing  of  the  small  quantity  of  extra 
room,  when  so  much  is  necessarily  given  to  warlike 
purposes;  for  stowing  away  in  the  most  compact 
and  convenient  manner,  the  endless  variety  of  mat- 
ters and  things  which  the  service  of  such  a ship  re- 
quires; bag  rooms,  bread  rooms,  spirit  rooms,  anno 
ries,  magazines,  tool  shops,  paint  lockers,  rope  lock- 
ers and  more  else  than  we  can  remember,  or  than 
there  would  be  time  and  space  to  enumerate  if  we 
could.  All  was  most  ordeily.  In  fact,  throughout 
the  entire  scene,  order  seemed  to  be  inscribed  every 
where.  There  was,  laterally,  a place  for  every' 
thing,  and  every  thing  was  in  its  place.  The  officers 
were  most  patient  with  our  ignorance,  and  their  po- 
liteness suffered  not  the  least  expression  or  look  of 
lurking  contempt  to  betray  itself  at  the  many  sim- 
ple and  land  lubberly  questions  with  which  we  teaz- 
ed  them.  All  was  politeness  and  good  humor.  In- 
deed, there  seemed  not  a human  being  to  be  out  of 
humor  while  we  were  on  board,  save  one  poor  fellow, 
whose  check  was  pretty  well  scorched  and  (what 
he  cared  more  for,  perhaps),  his  whiskers  singed,  by 
the  awkward  discharge  of  a pistol  from  the  hand  of 
a shipmate. 

We  entered,  among  other  partitions,  what  is  call- 
ed “the  sick  bay” — a portion  of  one  of  the  lower 
decks,  railed  off  for  the  accommodation  of  the  few 
sick,  about  thirty  in  all,  and  of  these  not  many  very 
ill,  who  wrere  carefully  and  kindly  attended  by  their 
messmates,  detailed  for  that  duty;  and  no  sick  cham- 
ber, in  any  gentleman’s  house,  is  in  a cleaner  or  bet- 
ter state.  The  ship  carries  out  a surgeon  and  four 
assistants.  The  magazines,  of  which  there  were  two, 
we  of  course  did  not  enter. 

Among  other  articles  worthy  of  note,  below,  were 
ten  very  long  and  large  life-preservers,  each  capable 
of  sustaining  in  the  water  more  than  fifty  men,  and 
the  w hole  made  to  be  lashed  together  in  the  form  of 
a raft,  so  that,  should  the  ship  founder,  the  crew 
may  all  be  rescued  from  drowning  at  the  time,  and, 
should  other  circumstances  be  favorable,  might  all 
save  their  lives.  This,  we  believe,  is  quite  a modern 
improvement. 

The  Delaware,  though  rated  as  a seventy-four, 
carries  88  guns;  of  which,  thirty-two  are  on  her 
lower  gun-deck,  forty'-tw'o  pounders;  thirty-two  on 
her  upper  gun-deck,  thirty-two  pounders;  and  the 
rest  on  tier  spar  deck.  She  mounts  eight  of  the 
newly  invented  Paixhanguns,  whichdiffer  little  from 
others,  save  that  the  bore  is  larger  and  the  gun  con- 
sequently not  so  thick,  and  there  is  a more  exact  ap- 
paratus lor  depressing  and  elevating  them;  they  are 
fired  by  percussion  caps,  and  there  is  a miuufely 


graduated  brass  scale  by  which  to  regulate  the  sights. 
The  ball  they  f-ire  is  hollow,  in  fact  a small  sized 
bomb-shell,  charged  W'ith  powder  only,  and  fired 
point-blank  instead  of  at  an  angle,  as  bombs  are 
fired  from  mortars.  A shot,  when  charged,  weighs 
fifty  pounds,  and  contains  a pound  of  gunpowder; 
the  full  charge  to  propel  it  is  eight  pounds,  though 
less  than  that,  and  as  low  as  five  pounds,  is  some- 
times used. 

The  dimensions  of  the  ship  are  as  follows: 

Extreme  length,  over  all,  209  feet. 

Extreme  beam  54.6. 

Depth  of  the  hold  21. 

Length  of  the  keel  lor  tonnage  162. 

Carpenter’s  tonnage  2,395.4-95. 

Height  from  lower  edge  of  rabbit  of  keel  to  (op  of 
gun-deck  2.48. 

Between  lower  and  upper  gun-decks  7.10. 

Between  upper  gun-deck  and  spar-deck  76. 

Between  spar-deck  and  round  house  6.10^. 

Her  draught,  aft,  at  present  is  2.56. 

She  carries  two  chain  cables,  and  one  of  hemp, 
each  of  120  fathoms  in  length;  (he  former  being 
stopped  by  a new  patent  contrivance  with  a screw, 
called,  if  we  remember  right  “Mix’s  stopper.” 

After  the  men  had  refreshed  themselves  by  a good 
dinner,  the  drums  beat  to  “general  quarters,”  which 
signifies  that  the  men  are  to  man  all  the  guns  and 
prepare  for  action.  No  sooner  wras  this  order  given 
than  a scene  of  action  and  bustle  ensued  which  it 
would  be  difficult  for  a landsman  to  conceive,  and 
which  once  seen  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  whole 
crew  seemed  suddenly  to  have  been  seized  with  one 
universal  madness;  they  ran  about  in  all  directions, 
as  if  a lighted  squib  was  attached  behind  to  each 
man,  from  which  lie  was  vainly  trying  to  escape. — 
One  had  his  arms  and  bosom  full  of  pistols;  another 
was  carrying  hatchets  and  boarding-pikes;  another 
was  running  with  a load  of  cutlasses;  another  had  a 
rammer  in  his  hand;  another  was  pulling  a round 
tow-bag  off  the  spunge  which  was  to  spunge  out  the 
piece;  some  were  taking  off  the  aprons,  or  cover- 
ings, from  the  touch-holes;  others  were  clearing  out 
(he  touch-holes  with  small  wires;  others  were  hand- 
ling the  breechings,  or  heavy  ropes  which  receive 
the  recoil  of  the  guns;  others  elevating  and  pointing 
the  guns;  the  lights  were  extinguished;  the  magazine 
opened;  cartiidges  were  hauded  up;  and  more  things 
done  in  a minute  than  can  well  be  told  in  half  an 
hour;  the  men  hurrying  backward  and  forward;  the 
officers  delivering  orders  through  their  speaking 
trumpets;  midshipmen  passing  about  every  where; 
not  a voice  heard  but  the  voice  of  command;  till,  at 
length,  after  all  these  multiplied  and  seemingly  con- 
fused movements  had  come  to  a pause,  the  word 
“fire!”  was  given;  and  then  the  mock  engagement 
began  in  earnest.  The  heavy  guns  were  discharged 
irregularly,  but  in  very  rapid  succession,  sometimes 
several  at  once,  jarring  the  ship  from  stem  to  stern- 
in  tbe  meanwhile,  the  marines  commenced  dis- 
charges of  musketry  on  the  spar-deck,  in  which  they 
were  accompanied  by  the  sailors,  each  of  whom  had 
a short  gun  and  a pistol,  both  of  which  they  reload- 
ed, firing  away  w ith  all  their  might. 

The  effect  of  these  mimic  thunders  was  truly  as- 
tounding to  landsmen,  and  in  the  midst  of  it  an  offi- 
cer w'ent  to  the  gangway  with  a large  wooden  rattle, 
which  he  plied  vigorously  lor  some  moments,  when 
presently  up  came  the  men,  in  troops,  treading  on 
one  another’s  heels  in  their  haste,  with  boarding 
pikes,  axes,  and  broad  short  swords,  with  which 
they  climbed  the  bulwarks  as  if  expecting  to  meet 
an  enemy  endeavoring  to  scale  their  marine  ram- 
parts and  to  take  the  ship  by  boarding.  Those  with 
the  pikes  stood  on  the  deck  and  thrust  over  the  ham- 
mocks, as  if  at  the  heads  of  assailants;  while  those 
with  the  swords  rushed  to  the  top  and  there  stood 
upon  the  hammocks,  (which  are  closely  stowed 
above  the  bulwarks),  brandishing  their  bright  broad 
blades  and  looking  over  as  if  to  see  their  foes  climb- 
ing the  bulwarks  from  without.  Sometimes  thev  all 
rushed  in  a crowd  towards  the  bowsprit,  sometimes 
to  one  side  ot  the  ship,  sometimes  to  the  other,  as 
the  orders  of  the  officers  resounded  in  the  confusion; 
meanwhile  the  forty-two  pounders  were  thundering 
away  below,  and  thus  they  continued  to  demolish 
their  imaginary  assailants  until,  having  sunk  and 
destroyed  them  all,  they  were  ordered  to  desist,  and 
the  drums  heat  a triumphant  sound  as  if  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  victory. 

During  this  whole  scene— a scene  which  no  words 
can  adequately  describe — the  visitors  stood  in  asto- 
nishment, some  having  climbed  up  on  the  boats  be- 
tween the  masts,  others  being  mounted  on  the  round 
house,  and  among  them,  to  the  astonishment  of 
many,  stood  the  ladies,  no  whit  dismayed  or  dispos- 
ed to  quail  or  faint,  but  seeming  rather  animated  and 
excited  by  the  sights  and  sounds  around  them,  al- 
though the  atmosphere  was  filled  w'ith  smoke,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  hear  yourself  speak,  and  the 
deck  trembled  beneath  their  feet, 
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We  had  often  heard  and  read  of  engagements  at 
sea,  but  never  did  an  adequate  conception  enter  our 
mind  of  what  must  be  the  awful  and  soul-transport- 
ing terrors  and  excitement  of  such  a spectacle.  It 
seemed  pretlv  formidable  even  here,  where  there 
were  none  of  those  fearful  adjuncts  which  there  en- 
hance the  horrors  of  the  scene.  Here  were  no  shot 
from  the  enemy,  driving  in  the  bulwarks  arid  send- 
ing murderous  splinters  in  every  direction;  no  fall- 
ing of  masts  and  spars:  no  gory  wounds,  and  decks 
afloat  with  blood.  Yet,  from  the  excitment  which 
was  every  where  maniiested  in  this  short  mock 
fight,  as  well  by  officers  as  men,  by  raw  landsmen, 
and  even  by  frail  and  delicate  women,  it  might  be 
well  imagined  that  where  the  fearful  game  is  actu- 
ally playing  in  earnest,  every  thing  like  fear  vanishes 
in  a moment,  and  all  the  real  horrors  of  the  scene  are 
lost  and  overwhelmed  in  the  absorbing  anxiety  for 
victory. 

The  battle  over,  we  were  called  to  an  attack  of  a 
different  kind.  Both  in  the  captain’s  cabin  and  in 
the  ward-room  tables  were  spread  with  a substan- 
tial cold  collation  of  beef,  hams,  tongues,  fowls,  &c. 
flanked  by  a plentiful  supply  of  the  juice  of  the 
grape;  and  what  with  the  fatigues  of  the  journey  and 
with  the  terrors  of  (he  engagement,  every  body 
seemed  in  trim  to  do  the  amplest  justice  to  the  hos- 
pitality of  the  host.  Knives  and  forks  rattled  almost 
as  loudly  as  the  boarders'  pikes  and  cutlasses  had 
done  a little  before;  and  in  a very  short  time  the  ta- 
bles, if  not  the  decks,  were  strewed  with  “dead 
men.”  No  speeches  were  made,  (unless  very  short 
ones,  between  chicken  and  champagne),  but  to- 
ward the  close  of  the  entertainment  the  health  of 
captain  McCauley  and  the  officers  of  the  Delaware, 
was  given  by  col.  Washington,  and  drank  with  a 
unanimous  and  very  hearty  expression  of  assent. — 
Presently  the  toast  was  amended  by  including  the 
crew,  when  an  enthusiastic  voice  exclaimed,  “yes, 
by  Jove,  and  the  ship  too!’’  The  commander  of 
the  Delaware  returned  the  compliment  by  toasting 
the  members  of  congress,  with  a wish  that  “they 
might  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  navy.” — 
This  sally  produced  no  little  merriment;  which  was 
yet  further  heightened  by  a rejoinder  from  Mr. 
Dean,  expressing  his  confidence  that  “whenever  the 
officers  and  crew  of  that  ship  met  an  enemy,  they 
might  do  the  same  for  them.”  The  company  then 
returned  to  the  deck,  when  the  admirable  band  at- 
tached to  the  ship  performed  some  of  Rossini’s  finest 
airs  in  a style  with  which  the  composer  himself 
would  not  have  been  dissatisfied.  After  this  we 
had  one  more  treat,  in  witnessing  a number  of 
strictly  maritime  manoeuvres  in  raising  and  lower- 
ing the  wide  and  heavy  sails  of  the  ship. 

The  closing  hour  was  spent  in  general  hilarity  and 
enjoyment.  Never,  we  believe,  were  more  delight- 
ed faces  collected  in  one  glad  group,  within  the  same 
space,  before.  The  company  were  delighted;  the 
officers  were  delighted;  the  men  seemed  as  well 
pleased  as  either;  the  ship  rang  with  explosions  of 
laughter  and  salties  of  wit;  and  when  the  parting  sa- 
lute came,  and  the  yards  were  again  manned,  there 
was  not  an  individual  who  saw  the  smoke  of  the 
last  gun  curling  and  rolling  majestically  over  the 
water,  and  heard  the  rich  sound  of  the  huzzas  from 
yards  and  decks,  who  did  not  bring  away  with  him 
a warmer  heart  toward  our  gallant  navy,  and  the 
brave,  whole  souled  and  gentlemanly  officers  who 
will  bear  its  flag  untarnished  over  every  sea;  and 
who,  whenever  he  remembers  or  hears  of  the  Dela- 
waie,  will  not  associate  with  that  name  the  remem- 
brance of  at  least  one  happy  day. 

\_Nalional  Intelligencer. 

THE  ARMY. 

From  Florida.  The  threat  made  by  the  colonel 
commanding  to  give  Wild  Cat  a ride  on  Harney’s 
rail  road,  has  had  the  desired  effect,  and  I am  happy 
to  inform  you  that  65  of  his  people  are  now  at  Tam- 
pa, making  the  whole  number  of  hostiles  now  in 
195.  It  is  the  intention  of  col.  Worth  to  send  them, 
for  safe  keeping  to  the  outer  Cedar  Key.  The  se- 
cond infantry  take  the  field  to-morrow  in  pursuit  of 
Allock  Tuestennuggee.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their 
persevering  efforts  may  be  crowned  with  success. 
The  gentleman  keeps  shy  since  his  sound  thrashing 
by  lieut.  Albertis. 

The  troops  at  Fort  King,  Florida,  continue  very 
sickly,  as  well  as  those  at  other  posts. 

[ Savannah  Georgian,  Aug.  10. 

The  2 d regiment.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  says: 
“The  2d  artillery  under  the  command  of  col.  Bank- 
head,  left  this  city,  via  the  canal,  for  the  seabord, 
yesterday  morning.  The  boats,  fifteen  in  number, 
belonging  to  the  Detroit  and  Troy  and  Erie  lines! 
Messrs.  Kingman  & Co.  and  Coit,  Kimberly  & Co. 
agents,  had  the  contract. 

The  Detroit  detachment  are  comfortably  situat- 
ed in  the  2d’a  late  quarters,  at  Poinsett  barracks. 


THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  lieut.  Paine,  com- 
manding, arrived  at  Boston  on  Saturday  morning, 
from  the  coast  of  Africa,  via  Ponce,  P.  R. 

The  frigate  “ Congress”  was  launched  at  Ports- 
mouth navy  yard  on  the  16th  inst.  She  is  said  to 
be  a splendid  specimen  of  naval  architecture.  Great 
pains  have  been  taken  with  her  construction,  and 
experienced  architects  have  expressed  great  admi- 
ration of  her  model  and  proportions.  This  ship  is, 
ir.  fact,' says  the  Boston  Courier,  designed  to  be  a 
model  frigate — and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
no  little  interest  is  felt  by  the  navy  board,  and  naval 
architects,  to  know  what  may  be  the  result  of  some 
experiments  tried  in  her  construction. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says,  that  the  French  frigate 
L’Armide,  of  46  guns,  captain  Louvet,  bearing  the 
broad  pennant  of  admiral  Arnous,  and  brig  L’Au- 
rier,  of  16  guns,  captain  Gamier,  came  up  from 
Hampton  roads  on  Sunday  morning,  and  anchored 
off  the  naval  hospital.  The  customary  salutes  were 
exchanged  by  those  ships  and  the  Pennsylvania,  flag 
ship  of  com.  Shubrick. 

The  brig  Bisson,  of  20  guns,  captain  D’Auguil- 
lecount,  is  daily  expected. 

It  i3  stated  in  the  Philadelphia  papers  that  orders 
have  been  given  to  prepare  the  lrigate  Raritan, 
which  had  been  so  long  on  the  stocks  at  the  navy 
yard  Philadelphia,  to  be  employed  as  one  of  the 
home  squadron. 

The  United  States  ship  St.  Louis,  commander 
Forrest,  sailed  from  Tahito,  March  7,  for  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  The  officers  and  crew  were  all  well, 
except  lieut.  Darlington,  who  was  convalescent. 

The  East  India  Squadron.  The  Boston  Mercan- 
tile Journal  publishes  a letter  from  an  officer  attached 
to  the  East  India  squadron,  dated  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  April  22d.  The  squadron  was  about  sailing 
from  Saldanha  bay,  tor  the  purpose  of  overhauling 
the  Constellation’s  rudder. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  papers  to  the  11th  of  May, 
received  at  New- York,  mention  that  the  U.  S.  ships 
Constellation  and  Boston  were  still  at  Saldanha 
bay. 

The  longest  way  round.  The  hon.  Mark  Kerr,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  British  navy,  says  the  Boston  Mer- 
cantile Journal,  arrived  in  the  Sarah  Parker,  from 
Singapore,  last  week,  and  took  passage  in  the  Aca- 
dia, for  Liverpool.  He  wishes  to  be  in  England  as 
soon  as  possible,  on  leaving  Calcutta,  and  though 
some  English  ships  w'ere  about  to  sail  lor  London 
direct,  he  preferred  taking  passage  for  Boston,  as 
his  quickest  route.  He  will  probably  be  in  Eng- 
land in  140  days  after  leaving  Singapore. 


GOV.  McNUTT’S  LETTER. 

We  publish  below,  the  correspondence  between 
governor  McNutt  and  the  bond  holdeis  in  Amster- 
dam, Messrs.  Hope  & Co.  It  will  be  read  with  in- 
terest. 

Tb  the  governor  of  the  stale  of  Mississippi: 

The  undersigned,  as  trustees  lor  the  holders  of 
debentures  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  deposit  of  American  state  stocks,  and 
amongst  others,  of  a considerable  amount  of  bonds 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  bearing  five  per  cent, 
interest,  issued  through  the  Union  bank  of  Missis 
sippi,  and  made  payable  to  the  agency  of  the  United 
States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  London,  the  prin- 
cipal in  1850  and  1858,  and  the  dividends  semi- 
annually in  May  and  November,  having  been  refus- 
ed payment  of  the  interest  due  the  first  of  this  month, 
on  said  bonds,  are  compelled  to  address  themselves 
to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Mississippi;  and 
from  their  confidence  in  the  faith  of  that  govern- 
ment, they  feel  convinced,  that  the  simple  men- 
tioning the  fact  of  the  non-payment  will  be  a suffi- 
cient stimulus  for  the  government  of  the  state  of 
Mississippi  to  take  immediate  measures  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  now  due  and  which  will 
further  successively  become  due  on  those  bonds, 
and  to  prevent  irregularities  or  demur  so  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  of  American  credit  in  general,  and 
to  that  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  in  particular. 

HOPE  & CO. 

Amsterdam,  22d  May,  1841. 

Executive  department,  city  of  Jackson,  July  13,  1S41. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter,  dated 
Amsterdam,  22d  May,  1841,  postmarked  Washing- 
ton city,  June  21st,  1841,  and  bearing  the  official 
frank  of  the  honorable  Daniel  Webster,  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States.  I have  duly  con- 
sidered the  contents  thereof.  Those  bonds  were 
not  sold  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  state — they  were  delivered  by  me  as 
escrows,  to  be  sold  at  not  less  than  their  par  value, 
and  for  cash,  as  the  statute  of  this  state  required. 
The  charter  of  the  Mississippi  Union  bank  pre- 
scribes not  only  the  substance,  but  the  form  of  the 


bonds;  and  provides  that  they  shall  be  in  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars  each — “which  sum,  the 
said  state  of  Mississippi,  promises  to  pay  in  current 
money  of  the  United  States,”  to  the  order  of  the 
bank,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  half  yearly  at  the  place  named  in 
the  endorsement  of  the  bonds.  The  act  further 
provides,  that  “said  bonds  shall  not  be  sold  under 
their  par  value.’’  The  bonds  having  been  deliver- 
ed to  the  managers  of  the  bank  to  be  sold  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  the  state  cannot  be  bound  for  their 
redemption,  unless  the  terms  prescribed  were  com- 
plied with  in  the  sale.  The  constitution  of  this 
state  expressly  provides,  that  “no  law  shall  ever  be 
passed  to  raise  a loan  of  money  upou  the  credit 
of  the  state,  dr  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  state  for 
the  payment  or  redemption  of  any  loan  or  debt, 
unless  such  lay?  be  proposed  in  the  senate  or  house 
ol  representatives,  and  be  agreed  to  by  a majority 
of  the  members  of  each  house  and  entered  on  their 
journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and 
be  referred  to  the  next  succeeding  legislature  and 
published  for  three  months  previous  to  the  next  re- 
gular election,  in  three  newspapers  of  this  state; 
and  unless  a majority  of  each  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature so  elected  after  such  publication,  shall  agree 
to  and  pass  such  law;  and  in  such  case,  the  yeas 
and  nays  shall  be  taken  and  entered  on  the  journals 
of  each  house:  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  legisla- 
ture from  negotiating  a further  loan  of  one  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars,  and  vesting  the  same  in 
stock  reserved  to  the  state  by  the  charter  of  the 
Planters  bank  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,” 

Five  millions  of  state  bonds,  dated  the  5th,  6th, 
7th,  8th  and  9th  days  of  June,  1838,  were  sold  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Mississippi  Union 
bank,  to  N.  Biddle,  esq.  on  the  18th  day  Aug.  1838, 
for  five  million  of  dollars  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,  payable  in  five  equal  instalments,  ot  one  mil- 
lion dollars  each,  on  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  on  the 
first  days  of  January,  March,  May  and  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and 
made  “payable  at  the  agency  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  in  London,  in  sterling  money  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence  to  the 
dollar,  with  interest  payable  semi-annually,  at  the 
same  place  and  rale.”  No  authority  was  ever  given 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  change 
the  currency  in  which  said  bonds  were  made  pay- 
able. By  selling  the  bonds  on  a credit, and  chang- 
ing them  from  dollars, current  money  ol  the  United 
States,  to  pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  were  lost: 

Interest  on  five  millions  state  bonds, 
from  7th  June,  1838,  to  1st  Novem- 
ber 1838^  $100,000  00 

Interest  on  four  millions  2 months  33,338  38 

Interest  on  three  millions  2 months  24,999  96 

Interest  on  two  millions  2 months  16,666  64 

Interest  on  one  million  2 months  8,333  32 


Difference  between  five  millions  dol- 
lars, principal  of  state  bonds,  in 
current  money  of  the  United  States 
and  sterling  money  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, at  four  shillings  and  sixpence 
to  the  dollar 

Difference  of  interest  on  $1,250,000 
of  state  bonds,  payable  in  twelve 
years,  between  current  money  of 
the  United  States  and  pounds  ster- 
ling of  Great  Britain,  at  four 
shillings  and  sixpence  to  the  dol- 
lar 

Difference  of  interest  on  $3,750,000 
of  state  bonds,  payable  in  twenty 
years,  between  current  money  of 
the  United  States  and  pounds 
sterling  of  Great  Britain,  at  four 
shillings  and  sixpence  to  the  dol- 
lar 


$1S3,338  30 


478,750  00 


59,625  00 


353, 03S  00 


$10S4,7S1  30 

From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  were  lost  by 
selling  the  five  millions  dollars  of  bonds  on  a credit 
and  paying  interest  thereon  from  their  respective 
dates;  and  the  further  sum  of  idne  hundred  and  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars,  was 
lost  by  changing  the  bonds  from  dollars,  current 
money  of  the  United  States,  to  pounds  sterling  of 
Great  Britain.  These  two  items  amount  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  one  million  eighty-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and 
thirty  cents.  Surely,  such  a sale  cannot  be  bind- 
ing on  the  state  of  Mississippi.  The  faith  of  this 
state  was  pledged  for  the  payment  of  those  bonds 
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only  on  one  condition,  that  they  were  not  sold  at 
less  than  their  par  value.  The  state  expected  the 
full  amount  of  those  bonds  to  be  paid  into  the  vaults 
of  the  Mississippi  Union  bank.  If  the  full  amount 
had  been  received  and  the  currency  in  which  they 
were  made  payable  not  have  been  changed,  the  bank 
would  have  been  better  enabled  to  indemnify  the 
state. 

It  appears  that  the  bonds  were  endorsed  in  blank 
by  the  officers  of  the  bank  and  delivered  to  the 
commissioners  charged  with  the  sale.  Neither  their 
power  of  attorney  nor  letter  of  instructions  autho- 
rised those  gentlemen  to  fill  up  said  endorsement 
by  making  the  bonds  and  cupons  payable  in  pounds 
pterling  of  Great  Britain  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings 
and  sixpence  to  the  dollar.  If  such  a change  had 
been  made  on  the  face  of  the  bonds  after  their  exe- 
cution and  delivery  to  the  bank,  the  parties  making 
the  alteration  would  have  been  guilty  of  forgery 
and  could  have  been  immured  in  the  penitentiary 
for  the  offence.  It  will  be  no  answer  to  the  argu- 
ment to  alledge  that  the  endorsement  could  only 
bind  the  Mississippi  Union  bank.  That  institution 
has  undertaken  to  pay  both  the  principal  and  inte- 
rest of  the  bonds.  If  the  bank  is  compelled  to  pay 
the  one  million  eighty-lout  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  four  dollars  and  thirty  cents  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  credit  sale  of  the  bonds  and  the 
change  in  the  currency  in  which  they  were  made 
payable,  her  means  will  be  reduced  that  amount 
and  tlie  risk  of  the  state  thus  greatly  increased. 
The  state  was  willing  to  intrust  her  credit  to  the 
bank  on  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  char- 
ter. The  faith  of  this  government  has  never  been 
pledged  for  the  illegal  and  fradulent  sale  of  those 
bonds. 

This  is  a constitutional  government  and  all  its 
officers  take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices.  Her  chief  magistrate  is 
required  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted. He  would  be  recreant  to  his  trust  and  vio- 
late his  official  oath  were  he  to  suffer  the  laws  of 
the  land  to  be  trampled  upon  and  the  constitution 
disregarded. 

The  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  state  bonds, 
shows  that  the  statutes  of  the  state  in  relation  to 
the  bonds,  were  made  a part  of  the  contract.  The 
purchaser  was  well  aware  of  the  conditions  on 
which  they  were  issued,  and  knew  that  the  pur- 
chase was  neither  sanctioned  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  this  state  nor  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
contract  was  guaranteed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  whole  of  the  purchase  money  was 
paid  by  that  institution.  The  name  of  Mr.  Biddle 
was  merely  used  in  the  contract  as  a device,  to  get 
round  that  clause  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  prohibits  her  from  dealing  in 
state  stocks.  The  currency  in  which  the  bonds 
were  made  payable,  was  changed  from  dollars  to 
pounds  sterling  to  give  a false  coloring  to  the  tran- 
saction, and  make  it  appear  that  the  bonds  were 
sold  at  par  value.  The  principle  is  universal  that 
fraud  vitiates  all  contracts.  The  commercial  law 
of  this  state  relative  to  negotiable  paper,  is  different 
from  that  of  most  other  countries.  The  transfer  of 
bonds  and  notes,  does  not  prevent  the  drawer  from 
setting  up  any  defence  against  an  innocent  pur- 
chaser which  could  be  more  available  against  the 
original  payee. 

The  state  therefore,  denies  all  obligation  to  pay 
the  bonds  held  in  trust  by  you,  for  the  following 
reasons: 

1st.  The  bonds  were  sold  on  a credit. 

2d.  The  currency  in  which  the  bonds  were  made 
payable,  was  changed  from  current  money  of  the 
United  States  to  pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain, 
at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence  to  the 
dollar. 

3d.  The  contract  of  the  sale  was  fraudulent. 

4th.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  au- 
thorised to  make  the  purchase. 

5th.  The  bonds  were  sold  at  less  than  their  par 
value,  in  violation  of  the  charter  of  the  bank. 

The  money  paid  lor  those  bonds  did  not  come 
into  the  state  treasury.  The  officers  of  this  go- 
vernment had  no  control  over  its  disbursement. — 
The  bonds  were  disposed  of  in  August,  1838,  by 
collusion  and  fraud,  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  this  state.  The  Mississippi  Union  bank, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  parties  to 
this  unlawful  transaction.  You  have  the  endorse- 
ment of  both  of  these  institutions,  and  to  them  you 
must  look  for  payment.  This  state  never  will  pay 
the  Jive  millions  of  dollars  of  stale  bornts  issued  in 
June  1838,  or  any  portion  of  the  interest  due,  or  to  be- 
come due  thereon. 

When  1 ascertained  in  January  1839,  the  terms 
on  which  the  bonds  had  been  sold,  I communicated 
the  same  by  message  to  the  legislature  and  de- 
nounced the  sale  as  illegal.  At  that  time  only  two 


millions  of  dollars  had  been  paid  on  the  bonds  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  By  a proclamation 
I subsequently  issued,  the  sale  of  the  second  five 
millions  of  dollars  of  state  bonds  delivered  to  the 
Mississippi  Union  bank,  was  prevented.  I abso- 
lutely refused  to  execute  the  last  five  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars  of  state  bonds  demanded  by  that 
institution.  These  decisive  measures  prevented 
the  illegal  disposal  of  ten  and  a half  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  state  bonds,  and  will  convince  you  that  the 
government  of  this  state  never  has  countenanced, 
and  cannot  be  made  responsible  for  the  fraudulent 
acts  of  the  Mississippi  Union  bank. 

I have  forwarded  to  your  address,  the  journals  of 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  for  the  year  1840  and 
1841.  It  will  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  forward 
you  such  other  documents  as  you  may  desire.  I 
am  anxious  that  the  bond  holders,  should  be  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  issuance  and 
disposal  of  the  bonds  held  by  them.  Your  great 
experience  in  commercial  affairs,  no  doubt  has 
made  you  familiar  with  the  principle  that  parties 
contract  with  reference  to  the  law,  and  that  in  a 
constitutional  and  free  government  every  act  of  a 
public  functionary  is  merely  an  exercise  of  dele- 
gated power  intrusted  to  him  by  the  people  for  a 
specific  purpose,  and  that  his  acts  are  the  acts  of  the 
people,  only  while  within  the  powers  conferred 
upon  him. 

I am  gentleman,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  A.  G.  McNUTT. 

Messrs.  Hope  Sf  Co.  Amsterdam,  Holland. 


VETO  MESSAGE 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
Returning,  with  his  objections,  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  Stales. 

To  the  senate  of  the.  United  States: 

The  bill  entitled  “an  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  0.  States,”  which 
originated  in  the  senate,  has  been  considered  by  me, 
with  a sincere  desire  to  conform  my  action  in  regard 
to  it,  to  that  of  the  two  houses  of  congress.  By  the 
constitution  it  is  made  my  duty,  either  to  approve 
the  bill  by  signing  it,  or  to  return  it  with  my  ob- 
jections, to  the  house  in  which  it  originated.  I can- 
not conscientiously  give  it  my  approval,  and  I pro- 
ceed to' discharge  the  duty  required  of  me  by  the 
constitution — to  give  my  reasons  for  disapproving. 

The  power  of  congress  to  create  a national  bank 
tooperate  per  se  over  the  union,  has  been  a question 
of  dispute  from  the  origin  of  our  government.  Men 
most  justly  and  deservedly  esteemed  for  their  high 
intellectual  endowments,  their  virtue,  and  their  pa- 
triotism, have,  in  regard  to  it,  entertained  different 
and  conflicting  opinions.  Congresses  have  differed. 
The  approval  of  one  president  has  been  lollowed  by 
the  disappioval  of  another.  The  people,  at  different 
times,  have  acquiesced  in  decisions  both  for  and 
against.  The  country  has  been,  and  still  is,  deeply 
agitated  by  this  unsettled  question.  It  will  suffice  for 
me  to  say,  that  my  own  opinion  has  been  uniformly 
proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  of  any  such 
power  by  this  government.  On  all  suitable  occa- 
sions, during  a period  of  twenty-five  years,  the  opi- 
nion thus  entertained  ha3  been  unreservedly  ex- 
pressed. I declared  it  in  the  legislature  of  my  na- 
tive state.  In  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  it  has  been  openly  vindicated  by  me. 
In  the  senate  chamber,  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  many  who  are  at  this  time  members  of  that  body, 
it  has  been  affirmed  and  reaffirmed,  in  speeches  and 
reports  there  made,  and  by  votes  there  recorded. — 
In  popular  assemblies  I have  unhesitatingly  an- 
nounced it;  and  the  last  public  declaration  which  I 
made,  and  that  but  a short  time  before  the  late  pre- 
sidential election,  I referred  to  my  previously  ex- 
pressed opinions  a9  being  those  then  entertained  by 
me. 

With  a full  knowledge  of  the  opinions  thus  enter- 
tained, and  never  concealed,  I was  elected  by  the 
people  vice  president  of  tlie  United  States.  By  the 
occurrence  of  a contingency  provided  lor  by  the 
constitution,  and  arising  under  an  impressive  dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  I succeeded  to  the  presi- 
dential office.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
that  office,  I took  an  oath  that  I would  “preserve 
protect  and  defend  tlie  constitution  of  the  United 
States.”  Entertaining  the  opinions  alluded  to,  and 
having  taken  this  oath,  the  senate  and  the  country 
will  see  that  I could  not  give  my  sanction  to  a mea- 
sure of  the  character  described,  without  surrender- 
ing all  claim  to  the  respect  of  honorable  men — all 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  people — all  self-re- 
spect— all  regard  lor  moral  and  leligious  obliga- 
tions, without  an  observance  of  which  no  govern- 
ment can  be  prosperous,  and  no  people  can  be  hap- 
py. It  would  be  to  commit  a crime  which  I would 
not  wilfully  commit  to  gain  any  earthly  reward,  and 
which  would  justly  subject  me  to  the  ridicule  and 
scorn  ol  all  virtuous  men. 


I deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  enter 
upon  the  reasons  which  have  brought  my  mind  to 
the  conviction  I feel  and  entertain  on  this  subject. 
They  have  been  over  and  over  again  repeated.  If 
some  of  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  high 
office  have  entertained  and  avowed  different  opi- 
nions, I yield  all  confidence  that  their  convictions 
were  sincere.  I claim  only  to  have  the  same  mea- 
sure meted  out  to  myself.  Without  going  further 
into  the  argument,  I will  say  that,  in  looking  to 
the  powers  of  this  government  to  collect,  safely 
keep,  and  disburse  the  public  revenue,  and  inci- 
dentally to  regulate  the  commerce  and  exchanges, 
I have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  esta- 
blishment, by  this  government,  of  a bank  of  dis- 
count, in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term,  was 
a necessary  means,  or  one  demanded  by  propriety, 
to  execute  those  powers.  What  can  the  local  dis- 
counts of  the  bank  have  to  do  with  the  collecting, 
safe-keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  revenue?  So  far 
as  the  mere  discounting  of  paper  is  concerned,  it  is 
quite  immaterial  to  this  question  whether  the  dis- 
count is  obtained  at  a state  bank  or  a United  States 
bank.  They  aie  both  equally  local — both  begin- 
ning and  both  ending  in  a local  accommodation. 
What  influence  have  local  discounts,  granted  by 
any  form  of  a bank,  in  the  regulating  of  the  curren- 
cy and  the  exchanges?  Let  the  history  of  the  late 
United  States  bank  aid  us  in  answering  this  inquiry. 

For  several  years  after  the  establishment  of  that 
institution,  it  dealt  almost  exclusively  in  local  dis- 
counts, and  during  that  period  the  country  was,  for 
the  most  part,  disappointed  in  the  consequences  an- 
ticipated from  its  incorporation.  A uniform  currency 
was  not  provided,  exchanges  were  not  regulated, 
and  little  or  nothing  was  added  to  the  general  cir- 
culation; and  in  1820  its  embarrassments  had  become 
so  great,  that  the  directors  petitioned  congress  to 
repeal  that  ai tide  of  the  charter  which  made  its 
notes  receivable  every  where  in  payment  of  public 
dues.  It  had,  up  to  that  period,  dealt  to  but  a very 
small  extent  in  exchanges,  either  foreign  or  domes- 
tic, and  as  late  as  1823  its  operations  in  that  line 
amounted  to  a little  more  than  seven  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum.  Avery  rapid  augmentation  soon 
after  occurred,  and  in  1833  its  dealings  in  the  ex- 
changes amounted  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  including  the  sales  of  its  own  drafts; 
and  all  these  immense  transactions  were  effected 
without  the  employment  of  extraordinary  means. 
The  currency  of  the  country  became  sound,  and  the 
negociations  in  the  exchanges  Were  carried  on  at 
the  lowest  possible  rates.  The  circulation  was  in- 
creased to  more  than  $'22,000,000,  and  the  notes  of 
the  bank  were  regarded  as  equal  to  specie  all  over 
the  country  ; thus  showing  almost  conclusively  that 
it  was  the  capacity  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and  not  in 
local  discounts,  which  furnished  these  facilities  and 
advantages.  It  may  be  remarked  too,  that  notwith- 
standing the  immense  transactions  of  the  bank  in 
the  purchase  of  exchange,  the  losses  sustained  were 
merely  nominal ; while  in  the  line  of  discounts  the 
suspended  debt  was  enormous,  and  proved  most  dis- 
astrous to  the  bank  and  the  country.  Its  power  of 
local  discount  has,  in  fact,  proved  to  be  a fruitful 
source  of  favoritism  and  corruption,  alike  destructive 
to  the  public  morals  and  to  the  general  weal. 

The  capital  invested  in  banks  of  discount  in  the 
United  States,  created  by  the  states,  at  this  time 
exceeds  $350,000,000  ; and  if  the  discounting  of 
local  paper  could  have  produced  any  beneficial  ef- 
fects, the  United  States  ought  to  possess  the  soundest 
currency  in  the  world;  but  the  reverse  i9  lamentably 
the  faet. 

Is  tlie  measure  now  under  consideration  of  the 
objectionable  character  to  which  I have  alluded? — 
It  is  clearly  so,  unless  by  the  16th  fundamental  arti- 
cle of  the  11th  section  it  is  made  otherwise.  That 
article  is  in  the  following  words  : 

“ The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  esta- 
blish one  competent  office  of  discount  and  deposit 
in  any  state  in  which  two  thousand  shares  shall  have 
been  subscribed,  or  may  be  held,  whenever,  upon 
application  ol  the  legislature  of  such  state,  congress 
may  by  law  require  the  same.  And  the  said  direc- 
tors may  also  establish  one  or  more  competent  offices 
of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  territory  or  district 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  any  state,  with  the 
assent  of  such  state;  and  when  established,  the 
said  office  or  offices  shall  be  only  withdrawn  or  re- 
moved by  the  said  directors  prior  to  the  expiration 
of  this  charter,  with  the  previous  assent  of  congress: 
Provided,  in  respect  to  any  state  which  shall  not,  at 
the  first  session  of  the  legislature  thereof,  held  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution,  or  other  usual 
legislative  proceeding,  unconditionally  assent  or 
dissent  to.  the  establishment  of  such  office  or  offices 
within  it,  such  assent  of  the  said  stale  shall  be 
thereafter  presumed:  And  provided,  nevertheless. 
That  w henever  it  shall  become  necessaiy  and  proper 
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lor  carrying  into  execution  any  of  the  powers 
granted  by  the  constitution,  to  establish  an  office  or 
offices  in  any  of  the  states  whatever,  and  the  esta- 
blishment thereof  shall  be  directed  by  law,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  directors  to  establish  such 
office  or  offices  accordingly.” 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  clause  the  directors 
are  invested  with  the  fullest  power  to  establish  a 
branch  in  any  State  which  has  yielded  its  assent — 
and  having  once  established  such  branch,  it  shall 
not  afterwards  be  withdrawn,  except  by  order  of 
congress.  Such  assent  is  to  be  implied,  and  to  have 
the  force  and  sanction  of  an  actually  expressed 
assent,  “provided  in  respect  to  any  state  which 
shall  not  at  the  first  session  of  the  legislature  thereof, 
held  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  or 
other  usual  legislative  proceeding,  unconditionally 
assent  or  dissent  to  the  establishment  of  such  office 
or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of  said  state  shall 
be  thereafter  presumed.”  The  assent  or  dissent  is 
to  be  expressed  unconditionally  at  the  first  session  of 
the  legislature  by  some  formal  legislative  act ; and  if 
not  so  expressed,  its  assent  is  to  be  implied;  and 
the  directors  are  thereupon  invested  with  power,  at 
such  time  thereafter  as  they  may  please,  to  establish 
branches  which  cannot  afterwards  he  withdrawn, 
except  by  resolve  of  congress.  No  matter  what 
may  be  the  cause  which  may  operate  with  the  legis- 
lature, which  either  prevents  it  from  speaking  or 
addresses  itself  to  its  wisdom,  to  induce  delay,  its 
assent  is  to  be  implied.  This  iron  rule  is  to  give 
way  to  no  circumstances — it  is  unbending  and  in- 
flexible. It  is  the  language  of  the  master  to  the 
vassal — an  unconditional  answer  is  claimed  forth- 
with; and  delay,  postponement,  or  incapacity  to 
answer,  produces  an  implied  assent  which  is  ever 
after  irrevocable.  Many  of  the  state  elections  have 
already  taken  place,  without  any  knowledge,  on  the 
the  part  of  the  people,  that  such  a question  was  to 
come  up.  The  representatives  may  desire  a sub- 
mission of  the  question  to  their  constituents  prepa- 
ratory to  final  action  upon  it,  but  this  high  privilege 
is  denied ; whatever  may  the  motives  aiid  views 
entertained  by  the  representatives  of  (he  people  to 
induce  delay,  their  assent  is  to  be  presumed,  and  is 
ever  afterwards  binding,  unless  their  dissent  shall 
be  unconditionally  expressed  at  their  first  session 
after  the  passage  of  this  bill  into  a law.  They  may, 
by  formal  resolution,  declare  the  question  of  assent 
or  dissent  to  be  undecided  and  postponed;  and  yet, 
in  opposition  to  their  express  declaration  to  the  con- 
trary, their  assent  is  to  be  implied.  Cases  innume- 
rable might  be  cited  to  manifest  the  irrationality  of 
such  an  inference.  Let  ope  or  two  in  addition  suf- 
fice. The  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  may 
express  its  dissent  by  an  unanimous  vote,  and  its 
resolution  may  be  defeated  by  a tie  vote  of  the  se- 
nate, and  yet  the  assent  is  to  be  implied.  Both 
branches  of  the  legislature  may  concur  in  a resolu- 
tion of  decided  dissent,  and  yet  the  governor  may 
exert  the  veto  power  conferred  on  him  by  the  state 
constitution,  and  their  legislative  action  be  defeated; 
and  yet  the  assent  of  the  legislative  authority  is  im- 
plied, and  the  directors  of  this  contemplated  insti- 
tution are  authorized  to  establish  a branch  or 
branches  in  such  state  whenever  they  may  find  it 
conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  to  do 
so;  and  having  once  established  it,  they  can  under 
no  circumsrances  withdraw  it,  except  by  act  of 
congress.  The  state  may  afterwards  protest  against 
such  unjust  inference,  but  its  authority  is  gone.  Its 
assent  is  implied  by  its  failure  or  inability  to  act  at 
its  first  session,  and  its  voice  can  never  afterwards 
be  heard.  To  inferences  so  violent,  and,  as  they 
seem  to  me,  irrational,  I cannot  yield  my  consent. 
No  court  of  justice  would  or  could  sanction  them, 
without  reserving  all  that  is  established  in  judicial 
proceeding,  by  introducing  presumptions  at  variance 
with  fact,  and  inferences  at  the  expense  of  reason. 
A state  in  a condition  of  duress  would  be  presumed 
to  speak,  as  an  individual,  manacled  and  in  prison, 
might  be  presumed  to  be  enjoyment  of  freedom. 
Far  better  to  say  to  the  states  boldly  and  frankly — 
congress  wills  and  submission  is  demanded  ! 

It  may  be  said  that  the  directors  may  not  establish 
branches  under  such  circumstances.  But  this  is  a 
question  of  power,  and  this  bill  invests  them  with 
lull  authority  to  do  so.  If  the  legislature  of  New 
York  or  Pensylvania,  or  any  other  state,  should  be 
found  to  be  in  such  condition  as  I have  supposed, 
could  there  be  any  security  furnished  against  such 
a step  on  the  part  of  the  directors?  Nay,  is  it  not 
fairly  to  be  presumed  that  this  proviso  wa3  intro- 
duced for  the  sole  purpose  of  meeting  the  contin- 
gency referred  to?  Why  else  should  it  have  been 
introduced  ? And  I submit  to  the  senate,  whether 
it  can  be  believed  that  any  state  would  be  likely  to 
sit  quietly  down  under  such  a state  of  things  ? J In 
a great  measure  of  public  interest  their  patriotism 
may  be  successfully  appealed  to  ; but  to  infer  their 
assent  from  circumstances  at  war  with  such  infer- 


ence, I cannot  but  regard  as  calculated  to  excite  a 
feeling  at  fatal  enmity  with  the  peace  and  harmony 
of  the  country.  I must,  therefore,  regard  this 
clause  as  asserting  the  power  to  be  in  congress  to 
establish  offices  of  discount  in  a state,  not  only  with- 
out its  assent,  but  against  its  dissent;  and  so 
regarding  it,  I cannot  sanction  it.  On  general  prin- 
ciples, the  right  in  congress  to  prescribe  terms  to 
any  state,  implies  a superiority  of  power  and  con- 
trol, deprives  the  transaction  of  all  pretence  to 
compact  between  them,  and  terminates,  as  we  have 
seen,  in  the  total  abrogation  of  freedom  of  action  on 
the  part  of  the  states.  But  further,  the  state  may 
express,  after  the  most  solemn  form  of  legislation, 
its  dissent,  which  may  from  time  to  time  thereafter 
be  repeated,  in  full  view  of  its  own  interest,  which 
can  never  he  separated  from  the  wise  and  beneficent 
operation  of  this  government ; and  yet  congress 
may,  by  virtue  of  the  last  proviso,  overrule  its  law, 
and  upon  grounds  which,  to  such  state,  will  appear 
to  rest  on  a constructive  necessity  and  propriety, 
and  nothing  more.  I regard  the  bill  as  asserting  for 
congress  the  right  to  incorporate  a United  States 
bank  with  power  and  right  to  establish  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  in  the  several  states  of  this  union, 
w’ith  or  without  their  consent ; a principle  to  which 
I have  always  heretofore  been  opposed,  and  which 
can  never  obtain  my  sanction.  And  waiving  all 
other  considerations  growing  out  of  its  other  provi- 
sions, I return  it  to  the  house  in  which  itoriginated, 
with  these  my  objections  to  its  approval. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  August  16,  1841. 


THE  VETO  MESSAGE. 

The  following  extracts  will  furnish  specimens  of 
the  language  of  the  public  press,  upon  the  presi- 
dent’s veto  message. 

From  the  Madisonian,  Avgust  17. 

The  veto  message.  This  day  is  the  beginning  of 
a new  year  in  the  publication  of  this  paper,  and  it 
is  also  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  republic. — 
Precisely  four  years  ago,  we  entered  this  political 
metropolis  of  the  union,  and  vowed  upon  the  altar  of 
patriotism  that  our  energeis  should  be  devoted  to  the 
resistance  of  the  sub-treasury  and  to  the  restoration 
of  the  finances  and  currency  of  the  country  upon  a 
stable  and  popular  basis.  The  system  we  opposed 
has  been  tried  and  condemned  by  the  people  and 
by  congress,  and  the  act  repealing  it,  on  Saturday 
last,  received  the  sanction  of  the  president.  Having 
thus  far  fufilled  our  pledges,  we,  this  morning  of 
our  entering  upon  a fifth  volume,  take  a fresh,  though 
not  new,  departure,  and  lay  before  our  readers  a do- 
cument, which,  wre  trust  is  the  introduction  to  a new 
and  better  order  of  things. 

No  reflecting  reader  of  this  paper  will  be  surpris- 
ed to  see  in  its  columns  to-day,  a veto,  by  presi- 
dent Tvi.ek,  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  a national 
bank.  No  one,  who  knows  his  character  or  the 
history  of  his  opinions,  could  possibly  have  antici- 
pated a different  event  as  the  result  of  his  deliberate 
action  upon  the  bill  he  has  returned.  No  one  who 
knows  that  there  is  no  witness  to  show  one  record- 
ed line  of  ours  in  favor  of  such  an  institution,  can 
be  suprised  by  the  readiness,  we  avow,  to  sustan  to 
the  extent  of  our  ability,  the  act  of  the  president. — 
We  have  the  less  hesitation  in  doing  so,  for  the  rea- 
son of  our  profound  conviction  from  the  beginning 
that  it  was  morally  impossible  for  him  to  approve 
the  bill,  and  for  the  fact  of  our  sincere  belief,  as  it 
is  our  earnest  desire,  that  a great  and  gloiious  good 
may  ultimately  come  out  of  it  in  the  attainment  by 
some  other  mode,  of  the  ends  of  the  government  and 
the  wants  of  the  people,  and  the  final  adjustment  of 
this  vexed  question  upon  a perfectly  constitutional 
basis,  that  will  be  likely  to  stand  forever  hereafter, 
beyond  the  fluctuations  of  trade  and  the  strifes  of 
party. 

It  has  doubtless  been  to  the  president  a painful 
duty  to  differ  with  many  of  his  friends,  and  especial- 
ly 30  to  the  cutout  or  feeling  constrained  to  put  his 
negative  upon  an  important,  and,  with  many,  a long 
and  deeply  cherished  act,  of  those  who  contributed 
to  promote  his  election  to  the  vice  presidency.  But 
if  they  recur  to  the  fact  that  an  act  of  Providence 
and  the  choice  of  the  people  placed  Mr.  Tyler  at 
the  head  of  the  government,  with  all  his  long  che- 
rished, matured  and  well  known  principles  and 
opinions  still  upon  his  conscience,  they  will  find  in 
their  hearts  no  honest  disposition  to  censure,  how- 
ever much  they  may  lament  his  decision.  There 
is  no  reasonable  sacrifice,  we  are  sure,  he  would  not 
have  made,  to  meet  all  the  just  expectations  of  his 
friends,  compatible  with  his  duty  to  his  country  and 
the  constitution.  He  has  reflected  upon  the  subject 
with  the  deepest  anxiety,  and  with  the  most  sincere 
desire  to  settle  a question  which  has  so  long  and 
so  injuriously  agitated  the  country.  With  due  dif- 
erence  to  the  wisdom  of  congress,  he  yet  has  been 


unable  to  bring  his  mind  to  a concurrence  with 
the  principles  of  the  measure  they  presented  for  his 
signature.  He  has  diligently  discharged  his  duty, 
according  to  his  oath  and  his  conscience,  and  tire 
bill  is  returned  with  his  objections,  frankly,  clearly 
and  firmly  stated.  It  remains  for  congress  and  the 
country  to  pass  judgment  upon  the  act,  and  we  de- 
voutly hope  they  may  bring  to  its  consideration  a 
heart  and  mind,  as  candid,  as  kind,  as  dispationate 
and  as  conscientious,  as  has  been  exercised  by  him. 

The  president’s  objections  are  confined  principal- 
ly to  three  points,  viz: 

1.  The  unconstitutionality  of  the  bill; 

2.  The  impracticability  of  the  16th  fundamental 
article  of  the  11th  section; 

3.  The  absence  of  all  necessity  of  a federal  bank 
to  make  local  loans,  as  a means  of  transacting  the 
fiscal  business  of  the  government. 

The  first  point  he  deems  it  unnecessary  to  argue. 
It  is  a matter  of  faith  and  of  profound  conviction, 
long  entertained,  and  every  where  proclaimed  by 
him  in  every  form  of  expression. 

The  second  point  he  argues  very  forcibly,  and 
makes  it  sufficiently  apparent  that  the  so-called 
“compromised”  section,  is  an  evasion,  not  a con- 
cession, and  that  while  it  at  first  appears  to  yield  a 
point,  subsequently  fully  asserts  the  power  to  estab- 
lish branches  without  the  unqualified  assent  of  the 
states,  the  lawful  existence  of  which  he  denies.  He 
also  intimates  that  it  would  bring  the  states  and  the 
federal  government  into  direct  conflict,  putting  the 
peace  of  the  union  in  peril.  He  shows  that  it  is 
otherwise  impracticable,  and  at  war  with  reason  and 
justice. 

The  other  point,  relating  to  the  discounting  pow- 
er, is  especially  worthy  the  attention  of  statesmen 
and  of  the  people.  There  is  no  man  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  corrupting  tendency  of  local  loans  from 
a federal  corporation  than  Mr.  Tyler,  as  his  report 
of  1834  will  clearly  show.  It  is  to  this  cause  more 
especially,  than  any  other,  that  the  corruptions  and 
embarrassments  of  the  two  national  banks  we  have 
had  are  attributable.  The  enormous  discounts  of 
the  late  bank  to  favorite  presses,  politicians  and  le- 
gislators, and  their  evil  effects,  are  not  forgotten,  and 
the  late  of  the  Pennsylvsnia  Bank  of  the  United 
States  perpetuated  the  example  to  the  last.  These 
evils  are  not  necessary,  and  ought,  if  possible,  to  be 
avoided.  The  discounting  power  is  not  necessary 
for  the  regulation  of  commerce  or  the  currency. — 
The  only  possible  pretext  for  it  is,  that  it  is  a source 
of  profit,  when  judiciously  used,  to  the  bank.  But  it 
is  frequently  the  cause  of  its  bankruptcy.  Govern- 
ment need  not  be  necessarily  subject  to  the  injurious 
and  fluctuating  effects  of  such  a cause.  It  wants, 
and  the  people  want,  more  than  any  thing  else,  a 
stable  system. 

A federal  institution,  established  with  reference 
to  the  finances,  can  properly  have  but  three  objects: 

1.  To  facilitate  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenues. 

2.  To  supply  a national  currency  of  uniform  value, 
in  which  those  revenues  may  be  received  and  ma- 
naged. 

3.  Incidentally  to  facilitate  commerce, by  cheapen- 
ing and  equalizing  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 

If,  therefore,  the  deliberations  of  the  future  shall 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  an  institution  free  from 
constitutional  objections,  and  upon  principles  which 
shall  fulfil  the  wants  of  the  government  and  the  peo- 
ple, and  be  at  the  same  time  stable  and  enduring, 
the  problem  will  be  solved,  and  the  country  will  be 
at  rest. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  same  dale. 

The  veto.  The  suspense  in  which  both  city  and 
country  has  been  kept  for  some  days  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  bank  bill,  which  passed  both  houses  of  congress 
more  than  a week  ago,  is  at  last  ended.  The  pre- 
sident yesterday  returned  it  to  the  senate,  in  which 
branch  it  originated,  with  his  objections.  A copy 
of  the  message  containing  them  will  be  found  in  the 
preceding  columns. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  such  should  have 
been  the  fate  of  the  bank  bill:  not  that  we  had  any 
partiality  for  its  particular  form  or  structure,  or  had 
much  confidence  in  its  winning  the  necessary  con- 
fidence of  capitalists.  But  we  approved  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  and  calculated  upon  amendments 
being  made  to  it  by  a supplementary  act  which 
would  have  obviated  the  principal  objections  to  it. 

We  confess  ourselves  also  to  be  disappointed  by 
this  result.  We  had  supposed  the  measure  of  a na- 
tional bank  to  be  as  clearly  indicated,  by  the  popu- 
lar suffrages  in  November  last,  as  the  repeal  of  the 
sub-treasury,  or  any  other  whig  principle  supposed 
to  be  sanctioned  by  that  vote. 

We  knew,  it  is  true,  that  the  president  had,  in 
times  past,  in  both  branches  of  congress,  by  his 
spreehes  and  votes,  declared  his  personal  conviction 
of  the  unconstitutionality  of  a national  bank.  But 
we  flattered  ourselves  that  he  would  draw  the  dis- 
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tinction,  which  we  thought  we  perceived,  between 
the  legislative  and  the  executive  character,  which 
would  allow  of  his  signing  an  act  in  the  one  capa- 
city which  he  would  vote  against  in  the  other.  Our 
impression,  in  this  particular,  was  strengthened  by 
a passage  in  his  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  construed  into  an  intimation  that  he 
would  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  con- 
sider the  power  to  establish  a bank  as  settled  by  ad- 
judication and  acquiescence. 

We  therefore  felt  justified  in  predicting  to  our 
readers,  with  some  confidence,  that  we  should  have 
a bank.  For  the  moment,  at  least,  that  prediction 
has  signally  failed  of  accomplishment.  The  presi- 
dent has  refused  to  sign  the  bill,  for  reasons  which 
we  feel  bound  to  respect.  The  freedom  of  con- 
science is  with  us  too  sacred  to  be  profaned:  and 
we  cannot  deny  to  the  president  the  privilege  which 
we  shall  always  claim  for  ourselves. 

What  is  now  to  be  done?  is  the  question  which 
naturaljy  presents  itself. 

We  are  not  of  the  temper  of  those,  who,  after  ex- 
periencing a disappointment  in  one  thing,  would 
fold  our  arms  and  attempt  nothing  more.  “The 
plough  goes  on  after  a barren  year;  and,  while  the 
ashes  are  yet  warm,  we  raise  a new  house  upon  the 
ruins  of  a former.”  Such  is  the  course  which,  if 
our  counsels  could  weigh  with  our  friends  in  con- 
gress. would  now  prevail.  There  are  among  them, 
we  know,  proud  hearts  and  excitable  minds,  who 
might  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  decide  upon 
a different  course.  Of  such,  we  would  ask,  what 
good  can  be  expected  from  vehemence  and  outbreak? 
So  far  from  effecting  any  good,  such  a course  would 
weaken,  disunite  and  finally  perhaps  destroy  the 
power  of  the  whig  party,  and  with  it  the  best  hopes 
of  the  country.  Shall  such  a catastrophe  as  this  be 
allowed  to  follow  the  veto?  Would  such  be  the  sui- 
table remedy  for  the  pain  of  the  moment? 

The  bank,  or  fiscal  agent,  is  a question  of  great 
interest,  it  is  true;  but  there  are  questions  of  greater 
importance  than  that  depending  in  congress,  which 
the  people  confidently  expect  the  whigs  to  carry 
out,  and  in  which  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  president.  He  is  not  less  con- 
vinced, we  feel  assured,  than  the  whigs  in  con- 
gress, that  nothing  else  can  restore  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  We  may  gather,  indeed,  from  the 
veto  message  itself,  that  the  president  is  now  ready 
to  sanction  a bank,  such  as,  though  short  of  what 
we  should  prefer,  shall  adapt  itself  to  essential  wants 
of  the  country. 

We  trust,  therefore,  that  calmness,  considerate- 
ness and  patriotism,  will  be  the  prevailing  spirit  of 
the  occasion,  and  that  congress  will  not  only  carry 
out  all  its  other  great  measures,  but  will  also  make 
a further  trial  for  a bank,  at  this  session.  Fossibly 
that  object  may  not  be  accomplished  till  the  next 
session,  but  it  seems  to  us  to  be  worth  a trial.  The 
house  of  representatives  has  shown  how  much  im- 
portant wrork  may  be  done  in  a short  time,  when 
men  are  both  resolved  and  firm.  Where  there  is  a 
will  there  is  a way.  There  is  nothing  so  difficult, 
(not  being  impossible),  that  stout  hearts  and  wil- 
ling hands  cannot  accomplish  it. 

Let  union  and  confidence,  then,  animate  the  whig 
party.  Above  all,  let  not  the  miscarriage  of  a single 
measure  defeat  the  high  raised  hopes  of  the  country 
in  regard  to  others. 

From  Ihe  Washington  Globe,  August  16. 

The  veto.  The  public  anxiety  in  relation  to  a 
national  bank  will  be  relieved  by  the  president’s 
message  delivered  to  the  the  senate  to-day,  and  now 
presented  in  our  columns.  We  think  that  it  decides 
the  question  of  a bank  in  any  form  for  the  present 
presidential  term,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  consti- 
tution may  celebrate  this  veto  as  they  did  that  of 
general  Jackson,  as  a great  deliverance  from  that 
fatal  system  of  corruption  which,  in  the  course  of 
time,  could  not  fail  to  make  dollars,  and  not  votes, 
sovereign  in  this  country. 

The  message,  it  will  be  seen,  confines  the  func- 
tions of  any  fiscal  agent  which  may  be  established, 
to  the  ligitimate  purposes  for  which  alone  congress 
has  a right  to  provide  in  connection  with  the  trea- 
sury— lor  the  collecting,  safe-keeping  and  disburs- 
ing the  public  revenue.  The  president  speaks  a 
volume  in  this — “I  will  say  that  in  looking  to  the 
powers  of  the  government  to  collect,  safely  keep 
and  disburse  the  public  revenue,  and  incidentally  to 
regulate  commerce  and  exchanges,  I have  not  been 
able  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  establishment  by  this 
government  of  a bank  of  discount  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  that  term,  was  a necessary  means,  or 
one  demanded  by  propriety  to  execute  these  pow- 
ers.” We  understand  the  incidental  regulation  of 
commerce  and  exchanges  by  the  operations  of  the 
treasury,  as  meaning  only  that  which  necessarily 
follows  the  action  of  the  government  in  performing 
the  indispensable  duty  of  the  treasury  department 
in  relation  to  the  revenue,  which  ought,  in  every 


way,  to  be  accommodated  to  all  the  public  interests 
in  every  point  on  which  it  touches  them.  The  mes- 
sage evidently  would  confine  the  faculties  of  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  government  to  the  direct  objects 
of  the  department  of  the  government  of  which  it 
formed  a part,  and  would  not  confer  on  it  any  ad- 
ditional substantive  power  to  regulate  commerce 
and  exchanges,  but  would  make  the  government 
agency,  employed  in  its  own  specific  duty,  operate  as 
advantageously  as  possible  on  those  interests  of  the 
community  most  intimately  allied  with  it,  viz:  the 
commerce  and  exchanges  of  the  union. 

In  this  the  president  directly  reverses  the  federal 
scheme.  A national  bank  of  discount  has  for  ils 
principal  object  the  creation  and  the  lending  of  a 
national  currency,  by  which  it  would  supersede  (he 
currency  of  the  constitution.  And  instead  of  mak- 
ing the  collecting,  safe-keeping  and  disbursing  the 
public  revenue  the  main  scope  of  its  action,  the 
raising  of  revenue  for  its  stockholders  out  of  the 
public  revenues  as  well  as  its  own  capital,  would, 
(apart  from  politics),  be  its  great  function.  The 
collecting,  sole-keeping  and  disbursement  of  pub- 
lic money  would  be  a mere  incident,  or  rather  a 
mere  means  on  which  it  would  operate  and  di- 
vert from  its  legitimate  object  to  compass  its  own. 
In  a word,  in  making  a national  bank  to  do  the 
simple  business  of  counting  in  and  counting  out 
the  public  money,  and  then  surrendering  to  it  the 
power  of  taxation,  the  faculty  of  lending,  and  of 
making  the  money  of  the  nation  by  its  issues,  the 
nation  in  effect  surrenders  its  sovereignty  to  have  a 
very  trival  function  performed  for  it — and  that  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  an  ordinary  individual  agent, 
every  where  found  in  all  ages  and  all  countries  per- 
fectly competent  to  it.  Federalism  fulfils  the  old 
saw  about  extravagance  in  this,  as  in  other  things — 
it  kills  an  ox  to  make  sauce  for  a pig. 

There  is  another  great  point  gained  in  the  scope 
to  which  president  Tyler  limits  any  fiscal  agency 
which  may  be  established,  by  confining  it  to  the 
execution  of  legitimate  government  functions.  He 
destroys  the  possibility  of  perpetuating  any  system 
which  may  be  adopted  by  congress  under  the  pre- 
text of  “vested  rights.”  When  an  agency  is  em- 
ployed merely  to  collect,  keep  and  disburse  the 
public  money,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  congress 
cannot  change,  modify  or  repeal  at  pleasure  such 
fiscal  machine,  as  circumstances  may  vary,  and  ex- 
perience prove  to  be  necessary.  We  shall  hear  no 
more  of  tire  government  ora  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, being  contracted  away  to  a corporation, 
and  bound  to  submit  to  the  abuses  of  such  “charter- 
ed libertine,”  for  twenty,  or  thirty,  or  fifty  years,  as 
those  in  power  for  the  lime  being  may  choose  to 
baiter  it,  for  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  terms. 

Besides  the  political  blessing,  this  veto  brings 
with  it  a moral,  which  we  hope  is  pregnant  with 
blessings  for  the  future.  It  punishes  home  the  most 
atrocious  fraud  ever  attempted  upon  a nation.  Gen, 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Tyler  were  selected  as  the  can- 
didates of  the  bank  party,  because  they  were  the 
solemnly  pledged  opponents  of  a national  bank  on 
constitutional  grounds.  They  were  known  to  be 
so  to  the  whole  federal  party,  and  were  so  pie- 
sented,  for  the  votes  of  those  opposed  the  establis- 
ment  of  a bank,  and  when  they  had  attained  power 
in  part  by  the  suffrages  of  those  opposed  to  a bank, 
it  is  made  manifest  by  Mr.  Clay’s  bill,  that  the 
whole  representative  body  of  federalism  in  congress, 
contemplated  the  monstrous  outrage  of  inducing  the 
chief  magistrate  to  violate  his  conscience — his 
pledges — his  oath — to  establish  an  institution,  against 
which  he  was  committed  from  his  first  appearance 
in  public  life,  to  his  last  as  a candidate  for  the  second 
office  of  the  government.  The  federal  party  have 
labored,  might  and  main,  to  make  the  man  on  whom 
they  have  labored  to  confer  the  highest  dignity, 
stand  forth  before  the  people  and  all  future  genera- 
tions, not  as  other  men  who  have  attained  ils  first 
honor  of  the^epublic — not  as  a president — but  as  an 
impostor. 

The  federal  representatives  in  congress,  and  their 
leader,  (Mr.  Clay),  have  nothing  to  plead  in  palia- 
tion  of  the  shocking  sacrifice  they  would  make  of 
Mr.  Tyler  as  a man  and  a public  functionary,  or  to 
cover  the  depraved  motives  which  prompted  to  pur- 
sue such  purpose.  They  not  only  knew  what  Mr. 
Tyler’s  opinions  were  before  he  was  elected,  but 
since.  In  his  first  message,  he  not  only  intimated 
his  own,  but  proclaimed  that  the  opinions  of  the 
people  had  been  again  and  again  declared  against  a 
bank — and  yet  they  have  pressed  upon  him  and  de- 
manded his  consent  to  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional bank  in  the  most  odious  and  objectionable 
form  ever  fashioned  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

We  make  our  acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Tyler  for 
this  act  of  deliverance.  If  he  maintains  his  position 
firmly,  he  will  ever  be  acknowledged  a public  be- 
nefactor. We  care  not  what  he  has  for  a fiscal 
agent,  or  whether  he  has  any  fiscal  agent;  so  that, 


whatever  management  is  instituted,  it  is  confined 
in  its  powers  simply  to  the  business  of  the  treasury; 
and  no  pretext  given  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  people,  under  the  abused  principle  of  vested 
rights  or  contracts.  We  hold  that  the  rights  of  the 
people  and  the  government  cannot  be  contracted 
away — but  for  the  peace  of  the  country  we  rejoice 
that  the  president  excludes,  as  we  understand  his 
veto,  the  possibility  of  its  application,  as  formerly, 
to  any  system  of  management  of  the  finances  which 
may  be  instituted,  by  excluding  all  private  con- 
nection or  partnership  with  the  public  agency,  and 
holding  it  strictly  and  simply  to  the  discharge  of  a 
public  trust. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  Aug.  17. 

Vive  la  republique!  Never  have  we  taken 
pen  in  hand  with  more  sincere  pleasure  and  delight 
than  now,  when  we  are  enabled  to  announce  to  our 
readers  the  truly  gratifying  intelligence  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  rising  above  the  in- 
fluence of  party  feeling,  has  done  his  duty  to  his 
long-cherished  principles  and  his  country,  and 
placed  his  veto  upon  the  money  monster, 
which  had  been  conceived  and  brought  forth  in 
corruption.  This  act  of  president  Tyler  entitles 
him  to  the  sincere  thanks  of  every  well-wisher  of 
his  country,  and  will  place  his  name  among  the 
bright  gallaxy  of  patriots  to  live  in  grateful  remem- 
brance, when  the  names  of  those  who  wrould  have 
used  him  for  their  sinister  purposes,  will  be  only 
referred  to  as  a black  contrast.  We  give  him  full 
credit  for  this  manly  act;  and  hope,  now  that  he  has 
struck  the  blow  which  is  to  sever  him  from  the 
corruptionists,  that  he  will  follow  it  up  until  the 
other  obnoxious  schemes  of  whiggery  are,  with  this 
persevering  enemy  of  freedom,  stricken  to  the  death, 
never  again  to  raise  their  hideous  heads  in  our  hap. 
py  country.  This  first  blow  has  been  a powerful 
one;  let  him  not  falter  or  fall  back,  but  be  firm  and 
determined,  and  all  will  be  well  for  the  country, 
and  the  fame  of  “Tyler  too!!” 

President  Tyler  could  not  have  done  otherwise 
than  place  his  veto  upon  the  bill,  without  having 
falsified  his  whole  political  life,  and  stood  before 
the  world  a monument  of  political  inconsistency 
and  blasted  public  character.  He  has  shown  him- 
self firm  in  the  first,  and  has  thereby  saved  the  lat- 
ter, and  we  freely  accord  to  him  the  merit  which  is 
justly  his  due. 

From  ihe  Baltimore  American  of  Aug.  18. 

The  veto  message.  Our  readers  have  had  this 
document  before  them;  and  we  give  this  morning 
the  views  of  the  several  journals  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. We  cannot  pretend  to  disguise  the  feel- 
ings of  regret  and  disappointment  with  which  this 
act  of  the  executive  has  affected  us.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  his  constitutional  duty,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  has  seen  fit  to  stand  out  against  the 
expressed  voice  of  the  two  houses  of  congress, there- 
by producing  an  unpleasant  disagreement  between 
two  important  departments  of  the  government.  We 
would  use  no  words  of  reproach,  nor  cast  any  im- 
putation upon  motives.  The  president  has  exercis- 
ed nothing  more  than  a constitutional  right;  and  he 
has  done  this,  no  doubt,  under  the  imperative  sense 
of  conscientious  obligations.  It  is  the  difficulty 
that  we  regret — the  difficulty  produced  by  the  vari- 
ant constructions  of  the  constitution  on  the  part  of 
congress  and  the  executive. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  question  arises — What 
course  is  to  be  pursued?  There  is  now  no  place  for 
the  indulgence  of  exasperated  feelings — for  violent 
denunciations  that  can  do  no  good.  Disappoint- 
ment, deep  and  heartfelt,  is  experienced  by  the 
whig  party,  at  large,  and  at  the  first  blush  the  im- 
pulse of  thousands  is  to  give  way  to  warm  expres- 
sions indicating  a sense  of  confidence  violated,  of 
trust  betrayed,  and  of  privilege  abused.  But  there 
is,  we  trust,  a strong  principle  of  patriotism  in  the 
American  people,  which  will  come  to  the  aid  of 
calm  reflection,  in  the  present  case,  inducing  chari- 
ty of  feeling  and  forbearance  in  expression.  Let  us 
take  realities  as  they  are  and  deal  with  facts  to  the 
best  advantage  that  circumstances  will  admit  of. — 
There  is  between  congress  and  the  executive  a dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  one  subject.  But  there  are 
other  subjects  upon  which  the  government  can  act 
in  harmony.  At  all  events,  let  it  be  presumed  so 
until  the  contrary  is  shown. 

We  are  free  to  confess  that  we  can  discover,  in 
the  veto  message,  no  ground  broad  and  substantial 
enough  to  afford  a basis  for  a national  bank.  But 
if  a willingness  for  conciliation  shall  appear  at  the 
seat  of  government,  let  no  violent  action  on  either 
part  be  permitted  to  widen  the  difference.  If  no 
agreement  can  be  had — what  then?  Why  let  the 
question  be  postponed  until  the  people  shall  have 
an  opportunity  to  declare  their  will  again.  If  the 
necessity  for  a national  bank  is  not  apparent  now, 
we  believe  that  the  experience  of  two  years  more 
will  add  arguments  enough  to  remove  the  objections 
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of  the  most  scrupulous.  It  is  to  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Madison  vetoed  the  first  bank  bill  that 
Came  before  him;  but  his  views  on  that  subject 
were  not  able  to  stand  against  the  urgent  pressure 
of  the  times  and  the  great  interests  ot  the  country. 
We  may  lament  that  the  experience  of  those  times 
is  not  operative  now.  It  would  seem  that  each  ge- 
neration must  learn  wisdom  for  itself,  and  that  even 
the  constitution  must  vary  according  to  the  indivi- 
dual opinions  of  executive  incumbents.  But  there 
will  be  a remedy  for  these  things  sooner  or  later. — 
In  the  mean  time,  parting  with  none  of  our  opinions 
of  constitutional  right,  or  of  our  views  respecting 
the  wants  of  the  country,  we  may  express  the  hope 
that  prudence  and  calmness  will  prevail  under  the 
patriotic  sense  of  what  the  good  of  the  country  re- 
quires. 

From  the  New  York  American,  August  17. 

The  Veto  is  annexed.  It  is  beyond  all  doubt  the 
president’s  own  reasoning  and  composition:  and  for 
the  honor!  of  its  paternity,  who  would  willing  dis- 
pute? 

As  an  argument  the  paper  is  beneath  mediocrity. 
It  abounds,  however,  in  egotism,  and  “I”  and  “my” 
and  other  forms  of  the  pronoun  personal,  occur  at 
every  line. 

The  objections  to  the  bill  are — 

1st.  That  it  contemplates  a bank  of  discount, 
which  the  president  holds  to  be  unconstitutional, 
asking  with  most  edifying  simplicity  “what  can  the 
local  discount  of  a bank  have  to  do  with  the  collect- 
ing, safe-keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  revenue?” 
Prithee,  answer  me  that,  my  public? 

2d.  That  it  authoiis.es  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  the,states,  without  and  against  the  con- 
sent of  the  states — a power  which  the  supreme  court 
of  the  UnitedStat.es  has  pronounced  constitutional — 
and  which  Mr.  Jefferson  sanctioned,  by  signing  a bill 
to  establish  such  branches. 

By  the  bye,  in  the  recital  of  the  conflicting  opi- 
nions of  the  people,  of  different  congresses,  and  of 
different  presidents,  concerning  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  create  a national  bank,  no  reference  what- 
ever is  made  in  the  message  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  and  its  authoritative  and  conclu- 
sive decision  of  the  existence  of  that  power — and 
yet  the  supieine  court  is  the  only  tribunal  authoris- 
ed by  the  constitution  to  determine  upon  cases  aris- 
ing under  it;  and  when  it  has  so  determined,  its  de- 
cisions are  binding  upon  the  president,  upon  congress 
and  upon  the  people,  and  are  irreversible  and.  without 
appeal. 

When  then  Mr.  Tyler  refers  to  variations  of  opi- 
nion  among  any  and  all  other  functionaries,  or 
among  the  people  themselves,  he  introduces  matter 
immaterial  to  the  issue,  and  leaves  out  of  view  the 
only  true  point,  viz:  the  affirmation  by  the  only  au- 
thority created  by  the  constitution  for  determining 
all  disputed  questions  arisingunder  that-constitution, 
of  the  power  in  congress  to  create  such  a bank  as 
Mr.  Tyler  objects  to. 

Mr.  Tyler  refers  to  his  oath  “to  preserve,  protect 
and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,” 
as  forbidding  his  assent  to  the  bill.  In  our  poor 
judgment,  he  more  grossly  violates  the  constitution 
when  he  refuses  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  high 
court  which  it  creates,  than  he  could  have  done  by. 
signing  the  bill  presented  to  him,  i 

But  we  have  pp  room,  nor  indeed  temper,  for  fur- 
ther comment  to-day. 

We  look  now  to  congress  and  the  ,cabinet--but 
always  first  to  congress.  We  have  a sound  whig 
majority  in  both  houses-— despising  abstractions,  and 
intent  upon  their  duty  to  the  country.  Let  them 
persevere  in  doing  all  they  cap.  Pass  the  bankrupt 
bill,  the  land  bill,  the  revenue  bill,  and  however 
deeply  they  may  feel  the  blow  struck  by  the  exe- 
cutive, let  them  not  therefore  fail  in  ought  that  the 
coijntry  demands  at  their  hands.  Be  cool.  Be 
steady. 

So  of  the  cabinet:  let  them  stand  by  the  great  in- 
terests committed  to  their  charge,  not  doubting  that 
the  nation  will  make  the  right  distinction  between 
those  who,  under  circumstances  of  difficulty,  not  to 
say  disgust,  persevere  in  their  duty — and  bjm  who 
trusted  to  the  uttermost,  and,  promoted  by  friends 
as  a friend,  has  placed  his  personal  feelings,  preju- 
dices, and  forced  straining  after  the  poor  praise  of 
consistency  in  error,  in  the  same  scale  with  great 
national  interests,  and  all  that  was  due  to  party  fide- 
lity— and  permitted  the  latter  fo  kick  the  beam. 

The  Madisonian  of  the  19th  says — As  we  ex- 
pected, the  veto  is  received  by  tfie  whig  press  of 
the  northern  cities  with  decided  expressions  of  dis- 
satisfaction, while  the  tone  of  the  opposition  press 
is  that  of  exultation.  In  insisting,  as  many  of  the 
whig  press  do,  that  an  institution  like  the  one  veto- 
ed was  declared  for  by  the  people  in  the  presidential 
election,  they  expressly  contradict  the  message  of 
the  president  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  which  stated  that  no  definite  scheme 


of  finance  was  concurred  in  by  the  people  at  that 
election.  From  one  extremity  of  the  union  to  the 
other,  in  nearly  all  the  public  addresses  made  by  the 
successful  party,  the  question  of  a national  bank  was 
decidedly  kept  out  of  view.  The  candidates  for  the 
two  highest  offices  of  the  government  never  had 
been  known  by  vote,  or  writing,  or  speaking,  in  the 
whole  course  of  their  lives,  to  advocate  such  an  in- 
stitution; but,  on  the  contrary,  if  language  has  any 
meaning,  they  had  upon  every  occasion  placed 
themselves  expressly  in  opposition  to  it.  They  had 
voted  side  by  side  against  it  in  congress,  and  they 
had  concurred  in  their  views  of  the  question  when- 
ever and  wherever  expressed.  The  president  had 
declared  the  incorporation  of  a nationat  bank  un- 
constitutional in  every  form  of  words,  and  no  man 
in  the  union  had  more  often  repeated  the  declara- 
tion. The  convention  of  sagacious  and  experienc- 
ed men  at  Harrisburg  in  1839,  could  not  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  fact.  Their  memories  need  not 
have  travelled  back  beyond  five  years  to  bring  be- 
fore them  the  able  and  elaborate  exposure  of  the 
corruptions,  through  its  discounting  power,  of  the 
late  national  bank,  wrought  out  by  the  hands  of  the 
candidate  they  had  selected  for  the  vice  presidency. 
Nor  did  they  need  reminding  that  he  had,  during 
his  life  cherished  but  one  set  of  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, and  that  he  had  been  firm  and  consistent  in 
their  maintairiance.  It  would  be  a libel  upon  that 
convention  to  suppose  that  they  had  selected  can- 
didates of  whom  they  had  no  knowledge — and  know- 
ing them,  they  could  not  have  conceived  such  a 
fraud  upon  the  people,  as  to  present  them  in  their 
true  characters  at  the  polls,  expecting  them  to  be 
changed  when  power  should  be  attained. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Madisonian 
thus  speaks  of  the  reception  of  the  veto  in  that  city 
on  the  17th: 

“The  long  expected  ‘veto’  came  along  posthaste 
at  10  o’clock  this  morning,  and  up  to  this  time  1 
think  not  less  than  100,000  copies  of  it  have  been 
issued  from  our  several  printing  offices,  and  greedi- 
ly snatched  us  by  the  eager  multitude.  The  bro- 
ker in  his  den,  the  merchant  at  his  desk,  the  hod- 
man at  his  dinner,  the  cartmen  between  jobs,  all 
are  reading  the  veto,  veto.  There  is  one  consola- 
tion, however — it  is  short,  so  we  can  all  read  it 
without  interrupting  our  business. 

The  reception  is  about  as  I expected.  There  is 
considerable  blasphemy  in  Wall  street  and  the  other 
marts  of  business,  and  some  chuckling  among  the 
loco-foco,  some  of  whom  are  swearing  that  they 
will  vote  for  Tyler  for  [(resident  at  all  events,  while 
the  leaders  are  warning  them  against  all  premature 
committals,  and  reminding  them  that  Tyler  has 
signed  the  bill  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  whigs  are  very  obstreperously  tak- 
ing large  oaths  never  to  vote  lor  a Virginian  again, 
or  a man  who  has  a cousin  in  Virginia.  All  this 
gas  it  is  as  well  to  blow  off  at  once  as  :to  keep  sour- 
ing on  the  stomach.  I think  the  most  obstreperous 
w:ili  feel  calmer  and  cooler  to-morrow. 

For  my  own  part,  I think  John  might  have  been 
a little  more  favorable  towards  us  forlorn  ‘bank 
whigs,’  who  are  yet  convinced  that  a national 
batik,  or  at  least  a national  currency,  of  some  kind, 
is  desirable  and  necessary.  I see  nothing  in  the 
message  controverting  this,  but  on  the  other  hand 
nothing  affirming  it.  Must  we  ever  tumble  along 
with  a currency  with  which  a man  cannot  buy  a 
lodging  at  night  with  the  par  money  lie  started  from 
home  with  in  the  morning?  1 wish  the  president 
had  indicated  more  fully  a desire  to  do  whatever 
may  be  constitutional  to  remedy  this  vexatious, 
ruinous  inequality.  At  this  moment  the  notes  of 
the  best  New  York  city  banks,  which  are  as  solid 
as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  will  not  be  taken  for  pas- 
sage on  a New  England  rail  road.  How  long  must 
we  endure  this? 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

August  12.  Mr.  Tappan  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  resolutions  of  a meetingof  citizens  of  Ohio, 
condemning  the  measures  of  the  extra  session,  and 
asserting  the  right  and  duty  of  the  repeal  of  the 
bank  charter;  also,  against  distribution,  against  a 
national  debt,  and  setting  forth  the  inconsistency  of 
the  present  administration,  which  came  into  power 
with  professions  of  economy,  and  with  their  oppo- 
sition to  “gold  spoons,”  extravagance,  fk,c. 

Mr.  T.  made  some  remarks,  declaring  the  respec- 
tability of  the  meeting,  and  his  full  assent  to  their 
sentiments.  He  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  of  numerous 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating 
against  so  high  a duty  on  silk  and  othei  goods  as  the 
20  per  cent,  proposed  by  the  revenue  bill,  and  sug- 


gesting the  propriety  of  the  course  usually  taken 
on  an  increase  of  duty,  of  giving  suitable  notice  of 
it,  and  stating  the  time  of  two  months’  notice,  and 
longer  time,  according  to  the  distance  from  which 
the  goods  are  imported,  before  the  act  goes  into 
effect. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of  chloride  of  lime  and 
bleaching  powders,  asking  an  imposition  of  a duty 
of  20  per  cent,  on  them,  ar.d  that  indigo  be  admit- 
ted duty  free. 

Both  which  memorials  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  the  senator  from  Ala- 
bama (Mr.  Clay)  had  introduced  a resolution  a few 
days  since  with  regard  to  appointments  of  clerks  in 
the  general  land  office.  He  (Mr.  S.)  had  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  now  moved  to  take  it  up. 
He  believed  it  had  been  modified  by  an  amendment 
offered  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Preston ). 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  not  accepted 
the  amendment,  although  he  had  suggested  a modi- 
fication of  it.  While  he  was  up,  he  would  ask  why 
the  senator  from  Indiana  had  changed  his  views  on 
the  subject?  Had  he  received  information  from  the 
land  office  that  they  could  make  out  a report  which 
would  appear  satisfactory? 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  changed  no  views  on  this 
subject.  He  had  before  not  been  opposed  to  the  in- 
formation called  for  in  the  resolution,  but  doubted 
the  propriety  of  it,  and  had  raised  that  question  to 
the  senate.  As  to  the  senator’s  inquiry,  he  would 
state  that  he  had  received  a communication  from 
the  land  office  requesting  that  the  call  for  this  infor- 
mation should  be  made.  The  commissioner  felt 
anxious  that  this  inquiry  should  be  made.  He  (Mr. 
Smith)  would  move  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, which  he  had  no  doubt  the  senator  from 
Alabama  would  agree  to,  viz:  “whether  any  extra 
clerks  besides  the  regular  list  were  employed  dur- 
ing the  same  time;  and  if  so,  for  what  services,  and 
what  amount  was  paid  to  each,  and  to  the  whole.” 

Mr.  Woodbury  read  from  a former  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  showing 
the  reasons  why  the  number  of  clerks  had  been  re- 
duced, much  extra  work  having  been  accomplished. 

Without  further  debate  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

The  land  bill  was  then  taken  up,  the  question 
pending  being  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Linn 
to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  to  the  pub- 
lic defence. 

Mr.  Linn  continued  his  remarks  of  yesterday, 
going  into  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  frontier, 
and  maintaining  that  the  money  derived  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  should  be  appropriated  for 
the  public  defence. 

Mr.  Benton  followed  in  a speech  of  great  length, 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  declaring  that  to  take 
the  money  from  the  public  lands  to  distribute 
among  the  states  would  be  to  strip  the  country  of 
its  resources  and  add  to  those  of  foreigners. 

Mr.  Wright  followed  in  a speech  of  some  length. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  replied  at  large;  contending  that 
the  true  mode  of  providing  for  the  defences  was  to 
pass  this  bill  and  let  the  money  go  to  the  states  for 
internal  improvements. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Linn's 
amendment  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Simmons,  Southard, 
Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White — 28. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  moved  to  strike  the  first  section 
Irotn  the  bill,  which  gives  ten  per  cent,  to  the  new 
states  upon  the  nett  proceeds,  on  the  ground  of  in- 
equality. He  said,  if  left  to  his  own  unbiassed 
judgment,  he  should  have  voted  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Walker  contended  that  he  would  resist  such 
a proposition,  come  from  whence  it  might.  He  in- 
sisted that  twenty  percent,  would  not  be  more  than 
enough,  when  it  was  considered  how  rapid  was  the 
yearly  increase  of  the  western  states. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  his  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr. 
Sturgeon)  and,  if  they  were  adopted,  he  should 
then  vote  for  the  bill,  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  referred  to  the  instructions,  which  command- 
ed her  senators  “to  resist  every  attempt  to  deprive 
Pennsylvania  of  her  just  propoition  oi  the  public 
lands.”  The  bill  was  not  framed  in  accordance  will! 
this  principle;  arid  he  referred  particularly  to  the 
state  of  Arkansas,  which,  with  a vastly  less  popu- 
lation, would  receive  more  land  than  Pennsylvania. 
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On  this  ground  of  inequality,  he  should  not  vote  for 
the  bill,  without  the  amendments  were  adopted. 

The  debate  was  then  further  continued  between 
Messrs.  Sevier,  Walker,  Clay,  Buchanan  and  Stur- 
geon; when  the  question  was  teken  on  the  amend- 
ment, arid  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, Culh- 
bert,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright — 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Young — 35. 

Another  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Sturgeon, 
not  distinctly  heard,  was  lost  without  a division. 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
from  the  8th  section  that  clause  which  renders  the 
disposition  of  the  funds  obligatory  for  roads,  bridges, 
canals,  & c.  which,  when  made,  were  to  be  made 
free  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  in  transporting 
the  mail,  munitions  of  war,  &c. 

This  proposition  led  to  a long  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  White,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Clay,  Huntington, 
Benton  and  Sevier  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr. Mangum,  the  senate  adjourned, 

August  13.  Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a meeting  held  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  in 
relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  extra  session,  de- 
nouncing the  bank  as  unconstitutional,  and  con- 
tending for  the  power  of  repeal.  Laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  for 
extending  the  time  of  locating  military  bounty  land 
warrants,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  commitee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  re- 
lating to  the  amendment  of  the  charter  of  George- 
town. 

The  joint  resolution  offered  by  Mr  .Huntington, 
for  the  transfer  of  the  light- boat  at  Sandy  Hook,  to 
Bartlett’s  Reef,  in  Long  Island,  and  that  at  Bartlett’s 
Reef  to  Execution  Rocks,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands;  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Archer  pending,  viz: 
to  strike  out  from  the  9th  section  the  clause  making 
it  obligatory  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  purposes  of 
internal  improvement. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  offered  some  observations 
against  the  amendment. 

When  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  McRoberts  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a provision  granting  to  the  3tates  of  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Michigan,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama  a quantity  of  land,  which,  to- 
gether with  that  already  received,  exclusive  of  the 
16th  sections  for  school  purposes,  should  be  equal 
to  that  granted  to  Ohio. 

Mr.  McR.  spoke  in  lavor  of  this  amendment  until 
he  was  quite  exhausted  and  had  to  sit  down. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  remarked  somewhat  at 
large  in  reply  to  Mr.  McRoberts. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama  was  asfonised  that  the 
amendment  should  have  been  resisted  any  where; 
least  of  all  did  he  expect  resistance  to  come  from  a 
senator  from  a new  state.  Mr.  C.  had  never  com- 
plained that  Ohio  had  received  too  much,  but  that 
the  new  states  had  received  too  little;  and  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  was  to  place  all  on  a proper 
footing  of  equality. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  vote  for  the  amendment.  If 
the  bill  was  to  pass,  it  would  be  right  and  proper. 
If  it  were  presented  as  an  alternative,  to  give  the 
lands  to  the  new  states  or  distribute  the  proceeds 
among  the  states,  he  would  yield  up  every  acre  to 
the  new  states,  and  think  he  did  right. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Young,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Walker,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
and  others,  when  a modification  of  the  amendment 
was  suggested  by  Mr.  Benton,  to  the  effect  that  “the 
same  grant  be  made  to  each  of  such  states  as  may 
herqafter  become  members  of  the  federal  union;” 
which  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Benton,  Porter  and  Woodbridge  severally 
addressed  the  senate  at  some  length,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McRoberts, 
as  modified,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Kin",  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Porter,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cutli- 
berl,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 


gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Prentiss, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon, 
Wright,— 25. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  add  an  additional  section, 
providing  that  the  public  lands  now  remaining  un- 
sold in  Tennessee  are  hereby  ceded  to  said  state; 
and  when  each  of  the  other  states  shall  have  been 
as  long  in  the  union  as  Tennessee  has  been,  the 
public  lands  remaining  unsold  in  their  borders  shall 
be  ceded  to  them,  from  time  to  time,  respectively; 
provided,  that  this  shall  only  operate  as  a relinquish- 
ment of  such  property  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  reserving  all  sites  of  forts,  armaments,  &c. 
that  have  been  selected  by  congress. 

This  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Walker,  King,  White  and  Nicholson,  which  latter 
gentlemau  suggested  a modification,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, to  insert  a provision  that  the  lands  of  Ten- 
nessee should  be  subject  to  the  claims  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  against  them. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Sevier,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbridge,  Young — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  White,  Williams — 28. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  offered  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out,  in  the  10th  section,  the  provision  exclud- 
ing all  from  pre-emption  rights  under  this  act,  who 
may  heretofore  have  had  the  benefit  of  pre-emption 
under  any  other  act. 

After  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Benton,  this  was  adopted — 
yeas  23,  nays  20. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  that  when  the  senate  adjourn, 
they  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Berrien  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 
They  had  long  been  here,  and  hoped  soon  to  bring 
the  session  to  a close.  And  independently  of  the 
ordinary  duties  of  legislation,  the  senate  had  much 
peculiar  business  before  it,  which  it  could  not  con- 
sistently postpone  till  next  session.  The  house 
were  many  days  in  advance  of  them. 

Mr.  Sevier  had  moved  the  adjournment  with  a 
view  to  visiting  the  ship  Delaware,  at  Annapolis; 
for  which  to-morrow  had  been  set  apart,  and  for 
which  the  other  house  had  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  vote  against  the  adjourn- 
ment. They  had  long  been  here,  and  he  wished  to 
complete  their  business  and  return.  He  had  ex- 
pected the  senatorfrom  Kentucky  (Mr .Clay)  would, 
before  this,  have  brought  in  a resolution  for  ad- 
journment by  Monday  week.  He  (Mr.  B ) thought 
they  could  adjourn  before  that,  and  was  now  in  fa- 
vor of  the  despatch  of  business.  He  hoped  the  se- 
nator would  not  press  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  withdrew  the  motion,  and  the 
senate  adjourned. 

August  14.  The  bill  from  the  house,  to  extend 
the  time  of  issuing  the  Virginia  militaiy  land  war- 
rants, was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the 
sixth  census  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  a resolution  calling  on  the 
postmaster  general  for  information,  at  the  present 
or  next  session,  as  to  the  number  of  new  post  routes 
created  in  Missouri  since  the  4th  of  March,  the 
modes  in  which  the  mail  is  transported,  and  the 
number  of  routes  discontinued  by  law. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, in  relation  to  the  providing  by  law,  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  to  enable  the  postmaster  general  to 
liquidate  the  dues  from  the  post  office  to  the  con- 
tractors was  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sevier  introduced  a resolution  calling  on  the 
postmaster  general  for  information  as  to  any  changes 
in  the  mail  routes  in  the  state  of  Arkansas,  since  the 
4th  of  March  last,  the  modes  of  conveyance,  and 
whether  daily,  tri-weekly  or  weekly. 

Mr.  Henderson  also  introduced  a resolution  in  re- 
lation to  mail  routes. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala. 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report 
without  delay  as  to  the  causes  why  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  at  the  last  session,  calling  for  the 
issues  made  of  script  connected  with  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  had  not  been  answered,  was  ta- 
ken up. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clay, 
of  Ala.  Berrien,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  King  and  Wood- 
bury, Mr.  Clay  modified  his  resolution  by  erasing 
the  words  “without  delay;”  and  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  the  hour  had  arrived  for  proceed- 
ing to  the  consideration  of  the  orders  ot  the  day. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  he  would  not  call  up 
the  bill.  There  had  been  an  understanding  among 
the  senators  who  had  gone  to  Annapolis  that  the  biii 


should  not  be  taken  up  in  their  absence,  to  which 
he  had  yielded  a reluctant  assent.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  would  rather  it  be  postponed  till 
Monday. 

Mr.  Sevier  insisted  upon  the  orders  of  the  day. — 
Yesterday,  when  he  moved  to  adjourn  over,  it  was 
objected  to  on  the  other  side,  and  he  withdrew  the 
motion;  and,  while  he  had  remained  to  attend  to  his 
business,  he  found,  on  coming  here  this  morning, 
that  the  most  of  them  had  gone. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  adjourn;  but  the  motion 
was  lost. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Sevier, 
King,  Smith,  of  Inda.  Walker.  Mangum,  and  others, 
Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the 
day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a resolution  which 
he  had  submitted.  « 

Mr.  Sevier  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  said  he 
should  resist  it  if  he  stood  alone. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Woodbridge, 
Woodbury — 25 

NAYS — Messrs.  Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon, 
Fulton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Walker— 10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  the  senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and, 
after  a short  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

Aug.  16.  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  a highly  respectable  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Buckingham  county,  Virginia,  declaring 
the  constitutionality  of  a national  bank,  and  ex- 
pressing an  anxious  wish  that  it  be  established  at 
this  extra  session;  against  the  sub-treasury,  and 
desiring  its  repeal.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  very  happy 
the  latter  part  of  their  wish  had  been  complied  with, 
and  he  hoped — although  he  must  con  less  it  was 
hoping  against  hope — that  their  other  desire  would 
be  fulfilled,  and  that  a bank  would  be  established 
this  session.  The  meeting  also  approved  of  the 
measures  of  this  session,  the  distribution  bill  and 
bankrupt  law,  and  denounced,  in  the  high  character 
of  Virginia  faith,  the  threat  from  these  halls  of  a 
repeal  of  the  bank,  as  violating  the  sacredness  of 
contracts  and  honor  ol  the  country.  On  his  motion 
the  proceedings  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  memorials  from  five  or  six 
importing  houses  engaged  in  the  business  of  jewel- 
ry, watches,  &c.  representing  that  an  increased  duty 
on  those  articles  would  lessen  the  revenue,  owing  to 
the  facility  with  which  they  are  smuggled.  They 
say  that  5 per  cent,  would  add  more  to  the  revenue 
than  the  20  per  cent,  contemplated.  Laid  on  the 
table  and  order  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
Linn,  requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  give  notice  to  the  British  governmnnt,  under  the 
convention  of  1827,  for  the  permanent  occupation 
of  Oregon,  &c.  was  taken  up;  and,  after  some  re- 
mark, from  Messrs.  Linn  and  Preston,  it  was  pass- 
ed over  informally. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  states. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Alabama,  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  which  provided  that  there  should  be,  at  the 
time  of  such  distribution,  in  the  treasury,  a surplus 
equal  to  the  amount  of  said  nett  proceeds,  alter 
meeting  and  satisfying  all  demands  against  the  U. 
States  lor  current  expenses  and  appropriations,  and 
the  necessary  provision  for  the  payment  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  debt  which  may  fall  due. 

On  this  amendment  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Benton  and  Clay,  of  Ala. 
participated. 

The  president’s  secretary,  Mr.  John  Tyler, jr.  now 
appeared,  having  made  his  way  with  some  difficul- 
ty through  a crowd  which  surrounded  the  door  of 
the  senate  chamber,  and  delivered  a message  from 
the  president,  returning  the  bill  for  the  charter  of  a 
fiscal  bank,  with  his  objections  thereto. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  land  distribution 
bill  was  thereupon  informally  passed  over,  to  be  re- 
sumed to-morrow;  and  the  message  was  read  at  the 
secretary’s  table. 

At  the  close  of  the  reading  of  the  message  there 
was  a slight  expression  of  applause  in  the"gemle- 
rnen’s  gallery,  by  striking  on  the  floor  with  canes 
which  was  instantly  followed  by  one  or  two  rattier 
faint  hisses. 

Several  senators  rose  simultaneously,  and  a voice 
was  heard  loudly  demanding  that  the  galleries  be 
cleared. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  at  the  same  time,  apparently  un. 
der  strong  excitement,  and  stated  that  there  had 
been  hisses  in  the  gallery. 
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[At  this  moment  all  marks,  whether  of  approba- 
tion or  the  contrary,  immediately  ceased,  though  a 
murmur  of  conversation  in  the  gallery  continued.] 

Mr.  Benton  proceeded,  and  again  said  that  he  had 
heard  an  American  president  insulted  by  bank  ruf- 
fians. He  had  himself  often  suffered  the  insults  of 
these  wretches,  but  he  would  not  consent  that  they 
should  insult  the  chief  magistrate  with  impunity; 
and  he  insisted  that  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  directed 
instantly  to  enter  the  gallery  and  arrest  the  offenders. 
There  was  a company  of  most  respectable  citizens 
in  the  gallery,  who  had  not  participated  in  this  bank 
outrage,  and  they  would  point  out  the  individual 
who  had.  These  ruffians  would  not  dare  to  utter 
their  hisses  in  the  presence  of  a king;  and  yet,  in 
the  presence  of  the  senate,  and  during  the  reading 
ofafi  executive  message,  they  had  had  the  effronte- 
ry to  insult  not  only  that  body  but  the  president  of 
the  union. 

Mr.  Linn  rose,  but  yielded  to  Mr.  Rives,  who 
rose  at  the  same  moment,  ar.d  said  that  if  there  had 
been  any  hissing  it  must  have  been  very  feebly  ut- 
tered, for  it  had  not  struck  his  ear. 

[Mr.  Benton  I heard  it  distinctly.] 

Mr.  Rives  hoped  that  no  American  citizen  could 
deliberately  intend  to  insult  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  republic;  and  even  if  this  had,  thoughtlessly  and 
in  a moment  of  excitement,  been  done,  he  was  very 
sure  the  president  would  be  the  last  individual  to 
resent  it:  he  was  known  to  be  in  favor  of  allowing 
to  every  citizen  the  amplest  liberty  of  opinion  and 
of  speech:  and  as  the  expressions  of  disapprobation 
had  not  been  of  a marked  character,  and  as  there 
seemed  to  be  some  doubt,  even,  whether  any  hisses 
had  been  uttered  at  all,  he  hoped  his  friend  from 
Missouri  would  consent  to  pass  the  matter  by. 

Mr.  Benton  said  there  was  no  sort  of  doubt  about 
it:  he  had  heard  it  with  his  own  ears:  and  so  had 
other  senators  round  him.  No  matter  what  the  pre- 
sident might  be  disposed  to  do,  he  would  not  waive 
the  right  of  the  senate  to  protect  itself  from  con- 
tempts. Mr.  B.  would  bring  it  to  a question  of 
fact.  No  man  should  be  permitted  to  doubt  whe- 
ther he  (Mr.  B.)  had  heard  the  hissing.  He  had 
corne  to  the  senate  prepared  to  expect  such  outrages: 
he  came  expecting  to  hear  the  president  insulted  by 
bank  bullies  in  the  gallery.  He  had  told  his  friends 
that  they  never  could  have  a bank  question  decided 
in  congress  without  having  the  body  insulted  either 
by  clapping  or  hissing:  and  he  had  told  them  be- 
forehand that,  as  sure  as  he  should  hear  the  presi- 
dent insulted  by  bank  ruffians  and  bank  bullies,  he 
would  rise  in  his  place  and  have  them  seized  and 
brought  to  the  bar. 

[During  all  this  lime  a man,  who  seemed  to  be 
under  the  influence  of  liquor,  continued  to  make  a 
disturbance  by  violent  expressions  in  favor  of  the 
message,  crying  out  “Yes — that’s  right — so  do- — 
go  it,  Benton — reporters,  put  that  down — no  d — d 
tory  doctrines  here — no  chains — no  man  shall  gag 
me.”] 

Mr.  Benton  paused  an  instant.  There,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I hear  the  same  voice  now!  The  same  bank 
Tuffian  is  uttering  his  insults  now.  [Mr.  Walker. 
I hear  the  same  voice.  I see  the  man:  there  he  is!] 
What,  sir,  a national  bank!  Is  a national  bank  to 
be  our  master?  Is  a bank  to  insult  the  senate  and  to 
insult  the  president?  Are  we  to  be  insulted  here 
by  the  myrmidons  of  a national  bank?  It  is  an  in- 
dignity not  to  be  tolerated!  It  must  be  checked, 
and  checked  at  once,  or  we  shall  soon  have  bank 
ruffians  coming  here  with  arms  in  their  hands  to 
threaten  senators  on  this  floor.  I am  ready,  here 
and  elsewhere,  to  throttle  the  monster.  The  pre- 
sident’s message  shall  not  be  thus  insulted. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  agreed  with  the  senator  from 
Missouri,  that,  if  any  outward  manifestation  of  ap- 
probation or  disapprobation  of  what  was  said  or 
done  upon  that  floor,  in  the  public  business  and  de- 
bates of  the  senate,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  that 
body,  it  ought  immediately  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  fact.  It  was  a contempt  of  the  senate,  and 
ought  immediately  to  be  punished.  For  himself, 
he  had  not  heard  any  such  expression  at  this  time, 
but  his  feelings  had  repeatedly  been  wounded  on 
former  occasions  by  occurrences  of  this  kind.  He 
trusted  an  investigation  would  be  had,  and  that 
pioper  punishment  would  be  awarded. 

[Here  the  sergeant- at-arms  entered  the  gallery, 
and  our  noisy  friend  was  seized  and  taken  into  cus- 
tody.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  observed  that  this  was  a solemn 
and  momentous  occasion — a crisis,  perhaps,  in  the 
political  history  of  the  country.  He  could  not  but 
suppose  that  every  American  citizen  here  present 
must  be  too  sensible  of  the  dignity  attached  to  the 
character  of  a freeman  to  permit  himself  deliberate- 
ly to  insult  any  portion  of  the  government.  Mr.  B. 
bad,  indeed,  distinctly  heard  a hiss,  but  the  sound 
was  not  loud,  nor  was  it  prolonged;  it  had,  on  the 


contrary,  been  arrested  in  a moment — partly,  it  was 
probable,  by  the  prompt  rising  of  the  senator  from 
Missouri,  and  partly  by  the  native  good  sense  of  the 
individuals  themselves,  though  they  might  for  a 
moment,  have  been  surprised  out  of  (heir  propriety. 
If  he  possessed  the  power  of  persuasion,  he  would 
ask  the  senator  from  Missouri  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

[Mr.  Benton.  Never;  so  help  me  God.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  regretted  to  hear  so  decid- 
ed an  expression  of  the  senator’s  purpose.  He  had 
rather  at  all  events,  that  the  senate  should  now  pro- 
ceed with  the  serious  business  in  hand,  and  leave 
this  matter  for  the  present. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Linn,  who  candidly  admitted  that  he  had  heard  as 
well  marks  of  approbation  as  hisses  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  Merrick,  after  referring  to  the  solemnity  of 
the  occasion,  arid  the  promptitude  with  which  the 
disorder  had  been  suppressed,  expressed  bis  hope 
that  the  motion  for  arrest  would  not  be  pressed. 

Messrs.  King,  Rives,  Linn,  Preston,  Allen  and 
Walker  having  taken  part  in  the  desultory  debate 
or  conversation  which  ensued — 

Mr.  Benton  stated  that  as  he  was  informed  that 
the  individual  who  had  created  the  disturbance  had 
been  arrested,  and  was  now  in  custody,  that  he  had 
admitted  his  offence,  and  expressed  his  deep  con- 
trition for  it,  Mr.  B’s  motion  had,  in  fact,  been 
complied  with  without  any  question  upon  it.  And 
he  would  now  move  that  the  offender  be  discharged 
from  custody;  which  was  agreed  to  by  general  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  as  a message  had  been  receiv- 
ed from  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  return- 
ing to  the  senate,  in  which  it  originated,  a bill  for 
the  charter  of  a fiscal  bank;  which  bill,  having 
been  passed  by  the  other  house,  had  received  the 
concurrence  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  and 
been  presented  to  him  for  his  signature,  he  presum- 
ed it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  senate  to  go  into 
the  consideration  of  that  communication  at  this  mo- 
ment. It  would  scarcely  be  treating  it  with  the 
gravity  and  respect  due  to  a co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  government,  to  enter  upon  such  a discussion 
before  the  paper  had  been  printed  and  time  had 
been  given  for  that  deliberate  consideration  of  its 
contents  which  obviously  ought  to  precede  such  a 
debate.  The  senate  had  been  sufficiently  familiar 
with  communications  of  this  kind  to  know  what 
course  it  was  proper  to  pursue,  even  had  the  con- 
stitution left  it  without  any  directions.  But  that 
instrument  had  prescribed  the  course  to  be  pursued. 
It  directed  that,  when  a bill  should  be  returned  from 
the  president,  with  his  objections,  the  objections 
should  first  be  recorded  upon  the  journal,  and  then 
the  body  should  proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill;  that, 
if  it  should  receive  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members,  it  should  be  sent  to  the  other  house  of 
congress,  and  if  it  obtained  a like  majority  there,  it 
should  become  a law,  the  president’s  objections 
notwithstanding;  but  if  not,  the  bill  was  rejected, 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  measure.  He  had  ri- 
sen to  move  that  the  senate  would,  to-morrow,  at 
12  o’clock,  proceed  to  consider  the  president’s  ob- 
jections to  the  bill;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
executive  communication  just  received  be  laid  upon 
the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  King  suggested  that,  as  the  consideration  of 
the  president’s  objections  must  be  taken  up  before 
I the  senate  could  proceed  to  any  other  business,  the 
hour  had  better  be  fixed  at  10  instead  of  12  o’clock. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  print.  The  docu- 
ment was  a highly  important  one.  Ever}’  senator 
was  bound  carefully  and  seriously  to  examine  it  for 
himself,  and  it  ought,  without  delay,  to  go  to  the 
people,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
president’s  course.  He  therefore  moved  the  print- 
ing of  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  message  for  the  use 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  could  not  entirely  agree  with 
the  honorable  senator  from- Alabama  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  changing  the  hour  to  10  o’clock,  nor  did 
lie  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  senate  could  pro- 
ceed to  no  other  business  until  they  had  disposed 
of  this  bill.  In  a similar  case  in  1832  the  senate 
had  received  the  veto  of  the  president  on  the  10th 
of  July  and  decided  upon  it  on  the  13th,  and  it  had 
not  been  taken  up  till  12  o’clock  on  the  day  after 
its  reception.  He  must  adhere  to  his  motion  for  12. 

Mr.  Calhoun  concurred  with  Mr.  Clay  in  the 
propriety  of  the  motion.  He  preferred  12  to  10; 
the  document  would  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  ta- 
bles by  10  o’clock,  and  they  would  then  have  a 
couple  of  hours  to  reflect  upon  it. 

Alter  some  further  conversation,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Clay  to  take  up  the  subject  at  12  o’clock  was 
agreed  to 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  make  the  num- 
ber of  the  extra  copies  which  was  to  be  printed 
6,000;  which  was  agreed  to. 


And  then  the  senate  proceeded  to  executive  bu- 
siness. 

August  17.  The  resolution  submitted  some  days 
since- by  Mr.  Linn,  in  relation  to  the  joint  occupa- 
tion of  Oregon,  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Benton  rose  and  delivered  his  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  importance  of  this  territory.  Mr.  B. 
continued  until  the  morning  hour  had  expired,  and 
gave  way  to  conclude  his  remarks  hereafter. 

Mr.  Benton  thought,  a3  an  hour  only  would  in- 
tervene between  then  and  the  time  agreed  on  for 
taking  up  the  veto  message  of  the  president  on  the 
bank  bill,  the  intermediate  period  had  better  be  oc- 
cupied in  small  matters  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  senate.  And  he  moved  to  lay  the  order 
of  the  day,  being  the  distribution  and  pre-emption 
bill,  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, and  the  vote  stood:  yeas  23,  nays  23.  So  the 
motion  was  lost. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  general  order  of  the  day,  being  the  distribu- 
tion and  pre-emption  bill;  the  motion  pending  be- 
ing the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn and  Clay,  of  Ala.  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Merrick, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  23,  nays  25. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amendment,  giving  to  the 
territories  of  Florida,  Iowa  and  Wiskonsan  ten  per 
cent  on  the  nett  proceeds. 

A debate  arose  on  this  amendment,  in  which 
Messrs.  Benton,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Walker,  Merrick, 
Buchanan  and  McRoberts,  participated;  but  before 
Mr.  McR.  had  concluded— the  time  having  arrived 
for  taking  up  the  veto  message — he  gave  way,  to 
resume  his  remarks  another  time. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  was  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  to 
charter  a fiscal  bank,  together  with  the  president’s 
objections  thereto, 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  until  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Benton  and 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  consideration  of  the  veto  on 
the  bank  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow  at  12 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  then  moved  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  land  bill.  For  the  motion  23, 
against  it  21.  So  the  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McRoberts  concluded  his  remarks,  observing 
that,  if  the  territories  were  included,  he  could  not 
object  to  the  District.  His  only  object  was  to  do 
justice  to  the  territories. 

Mr.  Tappan  made  some  observations. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  as  it  was  a general  plunder,  he 
was  for  letting  all  in.  He  despised  the  whole  sys- 
tem, but  if  it  was  to  be  forced  on  them,  Missouri 
would  not  be  so  sorbid  as  to  seek  to  increase  her 
share  by  diminishing  that  of  others. 

Mr.  Woodbury  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  justice  of  admitting  the  terri- 
tories to  theirshare  to  enable  them  to  build  churches, 
improve  their  schools,  &c. 

Mr.  Prentiss  also  spoke.  He  was  understood  to 
oppose  the  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the  ter- 
ritories as  well  as  the  District  were  provided  for  by 
congress. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Benton’s  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  17,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  moved  to  strike  from  the  9th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  that  clause  which  restricted  the  states 
from  disposing  of  any  lands  so  granted  at  a less  price 
than  $ 1 25  per  acre. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  contended  that  it  would  be 
better  to  let  the  bill  stand  as  it  was. 

Mr.  Sevier  thought  it  would  be  humbugging  and 
bamboozling  the  states  to  restrict  them  in  their 
sales,  as  a very  large  portion  of  the  land  it  was  well 
known  would  never  bring  that  price,  and  he  would 
ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  the  vote  stood: 
yeas  15,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  had  another  amendment  to 
offer,  though  he  did  not  anticipate  a much  better 
fate  for  it  than  the  other;  he  could  but  try  it,  how- 
ever. The  amendment  was  to  strike  from  the  8th 
section  the  words  “ subject  to  entry  at  private  saley ’ 
so  that  the  clause  should  read  “that  the  lands  shall 
be  located  in  parcels,  conformable  tosectional  divi- 
sions or  subdivisions  of  not  less  than  320  acres  in 
any  one  location  on  any  public  land.” 

Mr.  Walker  supported  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
amendment  would  prevail,  as  it  was  reasonable  in 
itself. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  24,  nays  18. 

An  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Porter,  of  a verbal 
character,  simply  changing  the  phraseology,  was 
adopted. 
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Another  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala. 
also  unimportant  in  itself,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  then  offered  an  amendment  to'strike 
out  “10  per  cent,  to  the  new  states,”  and  insert 
“12i” 

On  this  proposition  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Hen- 
derson, Woodbridge,  While,  Walker  and  others  par- 
ticipated. No  question,  however,  was  taken. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

August  18.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
covering  a report  from  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  made  in  compliance  with  a re- 
solution of  the  12th  inst.  calling  for  the  number  of 
additional  clerks  appointed  to  the  land  office  since 
the  4th  of  March  last,  with  the  salaries  received, 
&c.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from  the  manu- 
facturers of  chemical  and  dye  stuffs,  asking  that 
cream  of  tartar  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  Laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Kerr,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  amendments  made  by  the  house  to  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for 
the  taking  of  the  6th  census,”  with  a recommenda- 
tion that  they  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  K.  moved  that  the  amendments  be  then  con- 
sidered; which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  relate  to  the  printing  of  10,000 
copies  of  the  census  returns,  and  binding  the  same 
in  some  cheap  and  substantial  manner,  provided 
that  the  cost  do  not  exceed  50  cents  per  copy;  and 
providing  also  for  the  retaking  of  returns  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  in  Maryland,  and  adding  the  same 
to  the  enumeration  of  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Ala.  objected  to  the  amendments.  If 
he  mistook  not,  there  was  a proposition  to  alter  the 
number  of  copies  to  a very  great  amount.  What 
were  already  printed  would,  he  thought,  be  suffi- 
cient. According  to  the  rate  fixed  for  distribution 
among  the  states,  what  came  to  the  share  of  Alaba- 
ma would  be  enough  for  all  practical  purposes. — 
With  regard  to  the  50  cents  per  copy  for  binding, 
he  thought  no  price  should  be  set,  as,  however 
much  cheaper  the  work  might  be  done,  it  would 
never  be  fixed  at  a less  rate  than  that  mentioned. 

Mr.  Clayton  understood  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  binding  of  the  copiesof  the  census,  which  would 
be  of  little  use  except  substantially  though  plainly 
bound. 

Mr.  Calhoun  insisted  there  was  a proposition  to 
print  extra  copies,  or  his  ears  had  deceived  him, 
and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  having  been  read,  Mr.  Clayton 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  senate  what  amount  of  public 
lands  are  new  surveyed  and  prepared  tor  market,  and 
which  have  not  yet  been  advertised  for  sale;  also,  what 
amount  of  public  lands  have  been  advertised  for  sale 
since  the  4th  day  of  March  last;  also,  what  amounts  of 
land  have  been  heretofore  advertised  for  sale  by  pro- 
clamations issued  from  March  to  August,  inclusive, 
during  the  last  four  years. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  the  commissioned  officers 
employed  in  the  revenue  cutter  service  of  the  United 
States  by  the  president  and  senate  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  commissioned  officers  in  the  naval  servire  of 
the  United  States  are  appointed;  and  also,  of  prescrib- 
ing bylaw  a just  and  proper  rank  as  between  them 
mill  the  officers  of  the  navy  when  both  are  employed 
together  upon  the  same  service;  and  that  the  commit- 
tee report  by  bill  or  otherwise  at  the  next*  session  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Woodbury  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  extent  and  cha- 
racter of  the  disturbances  in  the  galleries  of  the  senate 
on  two  occasions  at  the  present  extra  session — one  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  fiscal  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  on  the  reading  of  the  veto  of 
the  said  bill,  and  that  they  report  whether  any,  and 
what  further  legislation  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  or 
punish  similar  interruptions  of  the  public  business  here- 
after. 

Also,  that  the  said  committee  inquire  and  report  in 
respect  to  the  disturbances  at  or  near  the  president’s 
house  on  the  night  ensuing  the  said  veto;  the  descrip- 
tion and  object  ffiereof;  the  number  and  names  of  the 
persons  concerned  in  them,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertain- 
ed; the  punishment,  if  any,  to  which  they  have  been 
subjected  by  the  civil  authorities  for  a breach  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  or  for  riotous  and  tumultuous  behavior  on 
that  occasion;  and  to  recommend  any  additional  mea- 
sures, of  a legislative  character  or  otherwise,  which 
may,  in  their  opinion  be  proper  for  the  protection  of 
the  different  branches  of  the  general  government  from 
violent  molestation,  disturbance  and  interruption,  while 


engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  And  said  committee  is  hereby 
authorised  to  send  tor  persons  and  papers. 

The  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  military 
bounty  land  warrants  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  explained  the  object  of 
the  bill. 

Messrs.  Benton,  Pierce  and  McRoberts,  spoke 
against  it;  when 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  replied;  and  the  bill  was 
passed  over  informally,  and  the  letter  received  from 
Mr.  Gordon,  of  the  bounty  land  office,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  president 
proclaimed  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  the 
consideration  of  the  objections  of  the  president  of 
the  U.  States  to  the  bill  chartering  a fiscal  bank. 

Mr.  Berrien  rose  and  said  that,  under  a sense  of 
duty,  he  was  induced  to  move  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  executive  message  accompanying  the 
return  to  the  senate  of  the  bill  to  establish  a fiscal 
bank  be  further  postponed  until  to-morrow,  twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  did  hope  that  the  considera- 
tion would  not  be  postponed.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
insist  that  the  constitution  required  that  the  senate 
should  proceed  to  such  consideration  immediately. 
A reasonable  time  ought  to  be  allowed;  but  it  was 
due  to  the  chief  magistrate  and  to  the  senate  that  a 
longer  postponement  should  not  be  permitted.  The 
president’s  message  containing  his  objections  to  the 
bill  had  now  been  in  possession  of  the  senate  and  on 
the  tables  of  members  for  two  days.  Surely  there 
had  been  sufficient  time  to  reflect  upon  it;  yet  now 
it  was  proposed  still  longer  to  defer  action  upon  it. 
He  asked  the  honorable  senator  to  assign  some  rea- 
son for  the  proposed  delay. 

Mr.  Berrien  replied,  that  when  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina  conceded  that  there  was  no  imme- 
diate constitutional  necessity  for  taking  up  the 
message,  he  conceded  all  that  was  necessary  to 
cover  the  motion.  When  the  senator  expressed  his 
personal  conviction  that  time  enough  had  been  al- 
lowed for  reflection  on  the  message,  he  expressed 
what  would  no  doubt  regulate  his  personal  conduct; 
but  when  Mr.  B.  stated  that,  under  a sense  of  duty, 
he  had  asked  for  further  time,  he  had  stated  his  own 
conviction  in  regard  to  the  course  which  ought  to 
be  pursued.  Senators  would  decide  for  themselves 
which  opinion  was  to  prevail. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rejoined.  The  senator  had  admitted 
that  the  considerations  on  which  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  mentioned  W’ere  confined  to  his  own 
breast;  and,  if  so,  how  were  other  gentlemen  to 
judge  of  their  foree?  Were  the  motives  such  as 
could  not  be  publicly  looked  at?  Were  they  found- 
ed on  movements  external  to  that  chamber?  It 
was  certainly  due  to  the  senate  thaf  a reason  be 
given;  it  was  quite  novel  to  refuse;  some  reason  was 
always  given;  he  had  never  known  it  to  be  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  that  the  senator  was  at  liberty 
to  suggest  whatever  he  might  think  proper;  but  that 
should  not  conclude  Mr.  B.  as  having  made  a mo- 
tion here  for  reason.?  which  he  could  not  disclose. — 
He  submitted  to  the  senate  that  there  were  upon 
the  face  of  the  paper  itself  ample  reasons,  from  the 
importance  of  its  subject-matter,  why  it  should  be 
maturely  considered.  If  the  senator  thought  other- 
wise, he  would,  of  course,  resist  the  motion  to  post- 
pone. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that,  as  this  was  a very  extra- 
ordinary motion,  the  votes  of  senators  upon  it  ought 
to  be  recorded;  he  would  therefore  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays.  They  were  ordered  accordingly,  and 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans. 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier.  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Wdliams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

So  the  consideration  of  the  message  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  general  order,  being  the  distribution  and  pre- 
emption bill. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Benton  was  still  pending, 
viz:  to  strike  out  ten  per  cent,  to  the  new  states, 
and  insert  twelve  and  a half. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment 
without  further  debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Porter,  Sevier, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbridge,  Young — 
14. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Nicholson,  Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
White,  Williams — 27. 

Mr.  Fulton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  that 
the  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  representa- 
tion of  the  several  states  in  congress. 

On  this  proposition,  a long  and  animated  discus- 
sion ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Fulton,  of  Arkansas, 
Smith,  oflndiana,  Woodbury,  Walker,  White,  Ben- 
ton, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Linn, 
King  and  others  participated. 

A message  was  now  received  from  the  other 
house  announcing  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  bill, 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  Walker  immediately  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  land  bill,  with  a view 
to  take  up  the  bankrupt  bill,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Linn  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion, 
and,  on  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
i Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Dixon,  Evans,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White, 
W ood  bridge — 26. 

NAYS- — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama.  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Graham,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 21. 

The  amendments  were  then  taken  up,  which, 
after  having  been  briefly  explained  by  Mr.  Berrien, 
a debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Walker , Morehead,  Calhoun,  Benton,  Cuthbert, 
Clay,  of  Ky.  Allen,  and  others,  participated;  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  in  the  amend- 
ments, and  carried  in  the  affirmative;  and  the  senate 
then  adjourned. 

August  19.  After  two  successive  disappoint- 
ments, on  previous  days,  from  votes  to  postpone, 
the  question  at  last  came  up,  at  12  o’clock,  on  con- 
sidering  the  executive  communication  containing 
the  president’s  objections  to  the  bill  chartering  a 
j fiscal  bank. 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  senate  in  a very  eloquent 
speech  in  vindication  of  the  course  of  the  senate  in 
relation  to  the  bill,  and  paiticularly  that  in  repect 
to  the  16th  or  compromise  section,  against  which 
the  objections  of  the  president  were  expressed  with 
peculiar  empasis.  Alter  going  through  with  an 
examination  of  several  posilions  taken  in  the  mes- 
sage, and  replying  to  the  president’s  objections, 
Mr.  C adverted  to  the  fact  that  some  of  his  friends 
round  him  were  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a new 
bill,  and,  without  pledging  himself  to  any  course  re- 
specting it  until  he  should  see  its  precise  form, 
Mr.  C.  expressed  his  hope  that  they  would  go  on, 
and  render  it  as  perfect  as  possible.  And  he  con- 
cluded with  congratulating  the  country  on  the  ma- 
ny important  measures  which  had  been  carried 
through  both  houses  during  the  present  extra  ses- 
sion, and  expressing  his  hope  that,  if  not  now,  at 
the  regular  session  something  might  be  done  to  put 
the  currency  ot  the  country  on  a sure  and  solid  and 
satisfactory  basis. 

Mr.  Rives  followed  in  a speech  vindicating  the 
course  of  the  president,  on  which  he  passed  the 
highest  eulogiums.  He  seemed  inclined  to  treat 
Mr.  Clay's  speech  as  an  attack  on  the  president  for 
treachery  to  the  country  and  to  his  party.  But,  in  re- 
peated explanations  which  passed  between  the  two 
senators,  Mr.  Clay  disclaimed  all  such  purpose,  and 
resisted  what  he  considered  as  misrepresentations 
(though  unintentional  ones  of  course)  of  most  of  the 
points  he  had  taken. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  expressing  an  earnest  hope 
that  no  new  bill  would  be  brought  in,  but  that  the 
question  would  be  referred  over  to  the  people. 
If,  however,  such  a bill  should  be  reported  as  he 
could  conscentiously  support,  it  should  have  his 
vote. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  in  a second  speech,  (which  be- 
came unusually  impassioned  toward  the  close),  and 
in  which  he  warmly  repelled  the  imputation  of 
having  attacked  the  president,  or  charge  him  with 
treachery.  He  adverted  to  their  long  personal 
friendship,  declared  it  to  be  unimpaired  by  what 
had  transpired,  and  his  desire  for  its  iong  continu- 
ance; but  adverted  to  a rumor  of  the  existence  ot  a 
certain  cabal,  which  claimed  to  be  the  president’s 
friends  par  excellence,  and  who  surrounded  and 
sought  to  guide  him  as  a sort  a second  kitchen  ca- 
binet— whose  object  was  the  dissolution  of  the 
whig  party,  the  dissolution  of  congress,  and  a change 
in  the  whole  face  of  the  affairs  of  the  country.  Those 
might  whisper  suspicions  into  his  ears,  and  endea- 
vor to  pour  poison  into  his  heart,  with  a view  to 
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separate  him  from  Mr.  C.  If  the  president  should 
choose,  though  Mr.  C.  was  sure  he  could  not,  to 
lend  his  ear  to  such  advisers,  and  separate  him- 
self from  him,  he  should  deeply  regret  it  for  the 
sake  of  their  common  country. 

Mr.  Rives  also  spoke  again,  with  much  anima- 
tion and  earnestness,  still  taking  the  ground  that 
Mr.  C.  had  attacked  the  president.  (Mr.  C.  still 
disclaiming  and  correcting  his  representations  of 
what  had  passed). 

Mr.  Clay  said  a few  more  things,  in  a more  play- 
ful spirit  than  before,  in  reply  to  Mr.  R’s  last  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Archer  made  an  effort  to  bring  Mr.  Clay  to  a 
disclaimer  of  any  allusion  to  his  colleagues  in  the 
house  of  representatives  in  what  he  had  said  about 
a kitchen  cabinet. 

Mr.  Clay  denied  that  he  had  asserted  the  exis- 
tence of  such  a cabal;  he  had  stated  the  existence 
of  such  a rumor,  and  asked  Mr.  A.  if  he  had  never 
heard  of  it?  As  to  his  colleagues  being  implicated, 
that  was  Mr.  A’s  own  inference,  not  Mr.  C’s  as- 
sertion. 

After  several  inquiries  and  replies  had  passed,  in 
the  last  of  which  Mr.  C.  refused  to  go  further  in 
his  disclaimer — 

Mr.  Berrien  stated  to  Mr.  Archer  what  Mr.  Clay 
had  said;  with  which  Mr.  A.  professed  himself  sa- 
tisfied, and  the  inquiry  dropped. 

The  question  was  then  (at  past  5 o’clock)  taken 
anew  upon  the  passage  of  the  bank  bill,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce, 
Rives,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 25. 

There  not  being  the  constitutional  majority  of 
two-thirds  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  would  be  re- 
quisite to  entitle  it  to  be  sent  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives for  the  like  concurrence  there,  the  bill 
remains  finally  rejected. 

The  senate  then,  after  an  exhausting  session  of 
seven  hours  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , Aug.  12.  Mr.  Barnard  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next,  the  13th  instant,  at 
12  o’clock  meridian,  all  debate  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  on  senate  bill  No.  3,  to 
establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  United  Stales,  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall 
then  proceed  to  vote  on  any  question  then  pending, 
and  on  any  amendment  then  pending,  or  that  may  be 
olfered,  and  shall  then  report  said  bill  to  the  house, 
with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by 
the  committee;  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  resolu- 
tion shall  preclude  the  committee  from  reporting  said 
bill  at  an  earlier  hour. 

Mr.  Morgan  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  it 
was  in  order  to  call  up  the  resolution  offered  by  his 
colleague,  (Mr. /.  G.  Floyd),  in  relation  to  the 
McLeod  affair?  And  stated  that  he  was  desirous  of 
making  some  remarks  upon  the  resolution. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman’s  colleague  (Mr.  Barnard)  had  prece- 
dence. 

Some  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  words  “Friday  next,  at  12  o’clock 
meridian,”  and  inserting  “to  day,  at  3 o’clock,  P. 
M.” 

On  this,  the  vote  stood — ayes  27,  noes  64.  No 
quorum  voting,  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered, 
and  proceeded  in,  till  156  members  answered  to 
their  names,  when  it  was  suspended. 

The  previous  question  having  been  ordered,  Mr. 
Wise’s  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative:  ages  56,  noes  99. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  its  adoption — 

Mr.  James  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken  were  yeas  78,  nays  89. 
So  the  resolution  was  not  adopted. 

On  Jeave,  Mr.  Wise,  from  the  committee  op  na- 
val affairs,  reported  back  to  the  house  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions,  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  senate  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  the  committep  yeppmmended  the 
concurrence  of  the  house. 

The  amendments  were  understood  to  be  that  no 
new  cases  should  be  admitted  under  the  law  of 
1837,  and  prescribing  the  time  during  which  the 
pensions  already  granted  under  the  law  should  be 
received, 


Some  explanations  followed,  between  Messrs. 
Wise,  Fillmore,  Adams,  McKay,  Cave  Johnson  and 
Briggs. 

When  Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senate,  by  adding  thereto  a proviso  that 
“nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as 
to  affect  pensions  granted  to  officers,  seamen  and 
marines  by  special  act  of  congress,  in  which  act 
such  officer,  seamen  or  marine  shall  be  designated 
by  name. 

Mr,  Wise  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  (being  the  first  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Adams)  wa3  ordered  to  be  now  put;  and,  being 
taken,  wa3  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  64,  noes 
100.  So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

And  the  amendments  of  the  senate  were  then 
concurred  in. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Sleenrod  presented  the  reso- 
lutions of  a portion  of  the  citizens  of  Wheeling, 
Virginia,  protesting  against  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  avowing  the  right  of 
the  people  to  repeal  any  such  incorporation. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  a meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Ohio  county,  holden  at  Triadelphia,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  legislation  of  congress  at  this  ses- 
sion, and  avowing  the  right  of  the  people  to  repeal 
the  charter  of  a bank  of  the  United  States. 

All  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gordon  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Milton  Brown,  after  congratulating  himself 
and  the  house  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
was  a measure  wholly  unconnected  with  party  po- 
litics, said  that  it  united  considerations  of  the  wis- 
est national  policy  with  those  of  humanity  and 
justice. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  at  length  in  support  of  the  bill, 
and  in  conclusion,  dwelt  in  a feeling  manner  on  the 
happiness  which  the  passage  of  such  a bill  would 
diffuse  through  many  a dejected  and  desponding 
heart,  and  the  satisfaction  derived  from  the  consci- 
ousness of  having  aided  in  an  act  at  once  of  policy, 
justice  and  benevolence. 

Mr.  Hunt . after  complimenting  the  chairman  of 
the  judiciary  committee  (Mr.  Barnard)  on  the  tone 
of  remark  in  which  he  had  introduced  and  pressed 
the  bill  upon  the  committee,  proceeded  to  remark 
upon  the  condition  of  his  own  district,  and  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents  in  relation  to  the  bill;  it 
was  not  a debtor,  but  emphatically  a creditor  dis- 
trict— agricultural,  manufacturing  and  commercial 
in  its  pursuits;  yet  they  had  petitioned  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  not  only  from  motives  of  compassion,  but 
from  an  enlarged  view1  of  their  own  true  interest. 

He  made  some  general  remarks  on  the  beneficial 
tendencies  of  a general  bankrupt  law,  as  experienc- 
ed in  other  countries,  and  in  its  necessity  here,  as  a 
permanent  provision  in  our  commercial  system. 

Mr.  H.  argued  to  show  the  impolicy  of  attempt- 
ing to  load  the  bill  with  a clause  to  include  banking 
corporations;  nor  would  it  do  for  gentlemen  voting 
against  the  bill  to  cloak  their  opposition  under  the 
plea  that  no  such  provision  was  introduced;  the 
people  understood  the  case,  and  no  such  plea  would 
stand.  There  was  no  fitness  in  extending  bank- 
rupt provisions  to  corporations;  they  had  none  of 
the  attributes  of  natural  persons;  better  leave  the 
banks  to  state  regulation. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  should  offer  an  amendment  ex- 
empting printed  books  of  bankrupts  to  the  value  of 
filly  dollars. 

As  he  should  have  no  opportunity  to  explain  this 
hereafter,  he  would  now  say  he  was  desirous  of 
saving  to  the  bankrupt  his  Bible,  Prayer  Book  and 
common  school  books  to  at  least  that  amount. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  should  also,  as  at  present  advised, 
propose  to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  act  to  some 
day  in  January  next,  instead  of  the  1st  November, 
as  now  proposed. 

Thi3  he  should  do  because  congress  would  be  in 
session  at  that  tiirye.  Amendments  might  be  sug- 
gested, and  still  the  country  would  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  assurance  that  we  designed  relieving 
the  unfortunate. 

Mr.  Pope  observed  that  there  seemed  a very  de- 
cided disposition  to  pass  this  bill;  and  he  therefore 
felt  bound  to  state  that  it  contained  some  principles 
which,  if  he  rightly  qni|erstood  them,  he  never 
could  endorse. 

Mr.  p.  continued  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  contended  that  a bankrupt  law  W’as  needed 
<only  by  commercial  men  and  in  commercial  con- 


cerns. This  had  been  the  character  of  the  bill  of 
1800,  and  so  had  been  the  understanding  ever  since, 
till  this  extraordinary  bill,  which  he  insisted  con- 
tained some  of  the  greatest  enormities  he  had  ever 
seen  attempted  in  legislation. 

[The  committee  rose  informally  to  enable  the 
house  to  receive  a report  by  Mr.  Randolph,  from  the 
committee  on  enrolled  bills,  who  reported  that  the 
committee  had  examined  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  navy  pensions,  and  had  lound  the  same 
to  be  correct;  whereupon,  the  bill  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  speaker.  And  the  chairman  again 
resumed  his  seat]. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Maine,  briefly  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. After  examining  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion and  noticing  some  of  the  objections  taken  to 
the  bill,  he  went  on  to  say,  that  a bankrupt  law  had, 
heretofore,  met  the  approval  and  support  of  many 
of  the  distinguished  men  in  this  country,  whose 
hearts  had  been  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  justice  aud 
of  suffering  humanity.  He  expressed  his  most  sin- 
cere hope  that  this  bill  would  be  passed,  as  he  was 
sure  it  would  bring  joy  and  comfort  to  the  hearts  of 
sorrowing  and  desponding  thousands. 

The  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Birdseye,  who 
yielded  to  Mr.  Welter,  on  whose  motion  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  certain  additional  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  Mexican  commission  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Barnard  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row introduce  a resolution  to  terminate  the  debate 
on  the  bankrupt  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  (by  leave),  an  extra 
number  of  certain  tables  furnished  from  the  treasu- 
ry department,  in  relative  to  the  revenue  bill,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but 
withdrew  the  motion  to  enable 

Mr.  Wise  to  move  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill;  on 
which  motion  Mr.  W.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Pending  this  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Aug.  13.  Mr.  Sergeant  offered  a resolu- 
tion that  when  the  house  adjourn,  it  adjonrn  to 
meet  on  Monday,  at  10,  A.  M.  Passed,  ayes  112, 
nays  40. 

Mr.  Barnard  (according  to  notice  given  yester- 
day) introduced  a resolution  to  order  the  debate  on 
the  bankrupt  bill  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
cease  at  two  o’clock  to  day.  The  resolution  was 
passed:  74  to  61. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bankrupt  bill,  Mr.  Tillinghast  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Birdseye  spoke  for  an  hour  against  the  poli- 
cy of  the  bill  in  its  present  form;  but  was  very  im- 
perfectly heard,  from  the  great  noise  arising  from 
general  conversation  in  the  hall.  During  a great 
part  of  the  time,  he  was  totally  inaudible  from  the 
noise  of  conversation  which  continued  (notwith- 
standing the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  chairman  and 
the  appeals  of  various  members)  throughout  the 
whole  day’s  session.  The  minds  of  the  great  majo- 
rity of  members  were  evidently  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  some  subject  totally  foreign  to  that 
belore  the  house.  Mr.  Birdseye,  in  conclusion,  ex- 
pressed a determination  to  present  certain  amend- 
ments designed  to  obviate  those  objections  to  the 
bill  which  were  now,  in  his  view,  conclusive 
against  it. 

Mr.  McKay  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  signified 
his  wish  to  be  very  brief  in  explanation  of  certain 
intended  amendments,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
membeis  desirous  of  speaking  during  the  brief  re- 
maining time  allowed  for  debate  under  the  resolu- 
tion passed  this  morning.  He  spoke  against  the 
present  bill  for  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  for  a few  minutes,  with  a view  to  reconsider, 
in  the  house,  the  resolution  adopted,  ordering  the 
debate  on  the  bill  to  cease  at  two  o’clock. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Barnard,  Wise 
and  Roosevelt,  the  committee  voted  to  rise:  ayes  79 
noes  59. 

On  the  committee  rising  and  reporting  the  bill, 
Mr.  Wise  moved  a call  of  the  house,  as  this  was  to 
be  a “test  question.”  The  call  was  refused:  71  to 
82. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  then  moved  to  reconsider 
the  resolution  to  close  the  debate  at  two  o’clock; 
and  on  this  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Proffiil  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsi- 
der on  the  table,  and  on  this  he  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  negativ- 
ed: yeas  89,  nays  98. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  do  again  resolve 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bankrupt 
bill. 
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The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  was  now  out 
of  order,  spending  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  call  tor  the  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded, <(tellers  having  been  ordered),  ayes  93, 
noe  s 76. 

The  previous  question  was  then  ordered  without 
a -division. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  passed,  (the 
yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wise),  yeas  102,  nays  98. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  the  resolution  adopted  this  morning  to  adjourn 
over  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Pendleton  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Proffit,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  laid  on  the 
table:  yeas  101,  nays  94. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  state,  re- 
lative to  the  census,  was  then  presented  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  before  whom 
was  the  bill  on  that  subject. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Tillinghast  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  bill 
relating  to  the  census. 

Mr.  Barnard  declared  it  out  of  order  and  the 
chairman  decided  that  the  bankrupt  bill  was  still 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wise  then  spoke  for  a few  minutes  against 
the  shuffling  dilatoriness  of  all  these  recent  move- 
ments in  reference  to  the  bill,  as  secretly  designed 
for  political  effect.  The  poor  bankrupts  were  to  be 
cheated  out  of  the  expected  relief,  or  were  to  be 
gratified  only  in  certain  contingencies  which  were 
now  to  be  waited  for.  He  expressed  his  own  per- 
sonal opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Briggs  replied  to  Mr.  Wise,  disclaiming  for 
himself  and  the  friends  of  the  bill,  the  imputations 
cast  upon  them.  He  had  congratulated  himself  on 
the  fair,  open,  candid  character  of  the  debate  upon 
the  bill,  so  far.  It  had  been  remarkably  free  from 
a partisan  character.  [Mr.  Wise  explained  that  he 
had  charged  only  “some  of  the  pretended  friends  of 
the  bill”  with  shuffling]. 

Mr.  Morgan  made  a brief  but  animated  and  for- 
cible speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wise. 

Messrs.  White,  of  Ind.  and  Sollers,  followed  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland, 
against  it. 

Mr.  Holmes  obtained  the  floor;  and  the  commit- 
tee then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  rose  and  re- 
ported progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  committee  of 
the  w hole  on  the  state  of  the  union  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  senate  bill  in 
relation  to  the  census. 

And  the  bill  being  before  the  house — on  motion 
ol  Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  it  was  amended  by 
providing  for  the  binding  of  the  compendium. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  further  amended  by  providing  for  the  printing  of 
20,000  copies  of  the  compendium  instead  of  10,000. 
Mr.  R.  stated  that  there  had  been  already  appropri 
ated  upwards  ol  $700,000  lor  the  expenses  of  tak- 
ing &c.  this  census;  that  by  this  bill  10,000  copies 
of  the  census  at  large,  and  10,000  copies  of  the 
compendium,  were  directed  to  be  printed.  The  ob- 
ject of  his  motion  was  to  increase  the  copies  of  the 
compendium  to  20,000. 

This  compendium  had  been  prepared  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  folio  form,  and  contain 
ed,  arranged  by  counties  and  cities,  all  the  statis- 
tics of  the  census  at  large. 

The  increase  in  the  population  and  intelligence 
of  the  country;  the  number  of  universities,  schools, 
public  libraries,  &c.  required  that  this  number 
should  be  printed,  in  order  to  secure  the  proper  cir- 
culation ol  this  valuable  document  at  present,  and 
to  retain  a sufficient  number  for  future  circulation. 

This  was  no  ordinary  document.  In  addition  to 
the  most  detailed  descriptions  of  the  population,  it 
contained,  among  other  things,  much  valuable  in- 
formation touching  the  various  products,  &c.  of  the 
country.  It  was  not,  like  many  of  the  documents 
published  in  numbers  quite  as  great  by  this  house, 
merely  for  a temporary  use.  This  would  be  im- 
portant throughout  all  time,  as  the  only  correct 
source  from  which  the  statistics  of  the  country 
could  be  obtained.  It  was  due  also  to  our  country 
that  many  copies  of  this  census  should  be  sent 
abroad  to  foreign  countries,  in  order  to  extend  cor- 
rect information  on  these  important  subjects. 

As  this  immense  expense  had  already  been  in- 
curred, it  was  surely  worth  the  additional  amount 
required,  (about  $7,000),  in  order  to  have  the  num- 
ber of  copies  of  this  valuable  document  increased 
one-half. 

He  regreted  that  the  committee  should  have  de- 
clined to  accept  his  amendment  when  the  bill  was 


before  them;  but  duty  compelled  him  to  urge  it 
again  upon  the  house. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Randall  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a new  section  providing  for  the  retaking  of 
the  census  of  Montgomery  county,  Maryland. 

Mr.  R.  made  some  explanatory  remarks  in  rela. 
tion  to  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
The  printing  of  the  census,  he  said,  would  be  de- 
layed by  it  lor  five  months.  He  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question.  And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 
On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Randall  so  modified  his  amendment  as  to  pro- 
vide that  the  printing  of  the  census  should  not  be 
delayed  by  the  operation  of  the  amendment,  but 
that  the  additional  statements  should  be  printed  se- 
parately. 

The  main  question  (being  first  on  the  amend- 
ment) was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: ayes  74,  noes  48.  So  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  engrossing  the 
amendments  and  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  read- 
ing— Mr.  Chapman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

But,  pending  the  question,  the  house  adjourned 
until  Monday  morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

Monday,  Mug.  16.  Mr.  Linn,  by  general  consent, 
presented  a petition  ol  the  inhabitants  ol  Saratoga, 
New  York,  praying  for  a bankrupt  law  confined  to 
natural  persons,  and  not  including  corporations; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  having  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  by  general  consent,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  E.  Peck  and  others,  manu- 
facturers of  iron,  in  and  near  the  city  of  New  York, 
asking  the  appointment  of  a committee  of  congress 
to  collect  facts,  & c.  preparatory  to  a revision  ol  the 
tariff  laws,  &c. 

Several  other  petitions  were  presented,  and  all 
appropriately  referred. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Hopkins  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reporting  a bill  authorising  the  postmaster  general 
to  establish  express  mails  along  the  great  lines  of  steam- 
boat and  rail  road  communications  in  cases  where  he 
is  not  able  to  make  contracts  to  have  the  mails  trans- 
ported on  said  routes  by  rail  roads  or  steamboats  for 
the  rate  of  compensation  prescribed  by  law. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Weller  presented  (he  pro- 
ceedings of  a democratic  meeting  held  in  Hamilton, 
in  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the  31st  July  last,  against 
the  incorporation  of  a national  bank,  against  the 
repeal  of  the  independent  treasury,  against  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  &c.; 
which,  on  motion  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  communi 
cation  from  the  president  in  relation  to  further  ap- 
propriations for  the  general  post  office,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  declined  reporting  any  appropriation 
therefor. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  war  asking  for  appropriations  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Miami  Indians, 
reported  that  the  committee  did  not  conceive  that 
this  subject  came  within  the  rule  adopted  by  this 
house,  limiting  and  prescribing  the  business  which 
should  be  acted  on  during  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  petition  of  certain  stonecut- 
ters asking  further  appropriations  for  the  public 
buildings,  asked  that  the  said  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
buildings. 

And  the  subject  was  referred  accordingly. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  on  enrolled 
bills,  reported  that  that  committee  had  examined 
the  bill  in  relation  to  fines  and  recoveries  under  the 
charter  laws  and  ordinances  of  Georgetown,  &c.  and 
had  found  the  same  to  be  correct.  And  the  bill  re 
ceived  the  signature  of  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  provide  lor  placing  Green 
ough’s  statue  of  Washington  in  the  rotundo  of  the 
capitol. 

The  bill,  having  been  read  twice  by  its  title,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  ot  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union. 

Mr.  Briggs,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  toads,  reported  the  tollowing  resolution; 
which  was  adopted: 


Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa" 
tives  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  auditor  of  the  trear 
sury  for  the  post  office  department  such  of  the  pa- 
pers taken  from  the  post  office  department  before  its 
destruction  by  fire,  by  the  committee  of  investigation 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  as  the  said  auditor  may 
select. 

Mr.  Wise  desired  to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  (lie 
committee  on  the  expenditures  of  the  post  office 
department,  or  of  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads,  whether  any  action  would  be  pro- 
posed on  the  communication  made  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  in  relation  to  the  arrearages  due  from 
that  department  to  contractors? 

Mr.  Briggs  (chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads)  replied  that  that  commit- 
tee had  the  subject  under  consideration  now. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  that  calls  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject  had  been  addressed  to  him, 
and  to  ottier  members  of  the  house.  The  session 
was  nearly  at  a close,  and,  unless  something  was 
done  soon,  congress  would  adjourn  without  doing 
any  thing. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin,  from  the  select  committee  on 
retrenchment,  reported  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ask 
leave  of  the  house  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  congress, 
and  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  to  report  at  tne  next  session  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  139, 
nays  40.  So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  the  house 
took  up  the  census  bill,  the  pending  question  was 
on  engrossing  the  amendments  (made  on  Friday), 
and  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  reading,  on  which 
motion  the  previous  question  had  heretofore  been 
ordered. 

Some  conversation  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Win.  C.  Johnson  and  Roosevelt  participated. 

After  which  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  (which  had  heretofore  been  ordered),  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  121,  nays  63. 

So  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  at  this 
time. 

And,  having  been  read  a third  time  by  the  title, 
the  bill  was  passed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Robert  Tyler,  esq. 
informing  the  house  that  the  president  had  approved 
and  signed  a bill  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  navy  pensions.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to 
establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gordon,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  committee  during  the 
hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he  charac- 
terised as  complex  and  destructive  in  its  nature, 
and  as  fraught  with  deep  injury  to  the  credit  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  James  spoke  for  half  an  hour  with  much  ani- 
mation and  force  in  defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Howard  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard  said  that,  if  there  were  no  other 
gentlemen  desirous  to  speak,  he  would  move  that 
the  committee  nowT  rise;  giving  notice,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  would  to-morrow  introduce  a resolu- 
tion providing  that  all  debate  on  the  bill  should  cease 
at  12  o’clock,  M. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  chair  if  the  motion  to 
rise  was  amendable.  Ifso  he  would  move  to  amend 
it  by  adding  the  words,  “and  report  the  bill.” 

The  chair  decided  that  the  motion  was  not  amend- 
able, that  motion,  in  committee,  being  equivalent  to 
a motion  for  adjournment  in  the  house. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion,  by 
ayes  79,  noes  60,  prevailed.  And  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Botts  said  he  had  received  from  the  marshal 
of  the  District  the  accounts  and  vouchers  for  the 
funeral  expenses  of  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  (gen.  William  Henry  Harrison),  for  which 
no  appropriation  had  yet  been  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  the  same  were  referred  to 
the  committee  on  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Fillmore  presented  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  relation  to  the  statue  of 
Washington;  which  wa3  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union  having  charge 
■of  the  bill  on  that  subject. 
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Mr.  Underwood  submitted  a motion  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
certain  bills  (heretofore  reported)  from  the  corn- 
committee  on  public  lands,  in  relation  to  military 
bounty  land  claims. 

Pending  which  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  17.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Triplet, 
of  Ky.  presented  the  petition  ot  R.  F.  Kelly  and 
forty-one  other  citizens  ot  Hopkinsville,  &tc.  in  fa- . 
vor  of  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law. 

Also,  of  G.  Atkinson  and  sixty-two  other  citizens 
of  Henderson  county,  against  the  passage  of  a bank- 
rupt law.  . . 

Also,  of  John  B.  Frost  and  sixty-one  other  citi- 
zens of  Hopkins  city,  against  the  passage  of  a bank- 
rupt bill. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  on  leave  given,  pre- 
sented a petition  from  citizens  of  Baltimore,  praying 
the  appointment  of  a committee  ol  investigation  to 
inquire  into  the  practical  operation  of  the  existing 
tariff  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K the  petition  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Mathiot,  on  leave  given,  presented  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a public  meeting  of  the  democracy  of 
Licking  county,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  strong  op- 
position to  the  leading  whig  measures,  &c.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Briggs,  from  the  committee 
on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  reported  a bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  post  office  depart- 
ment. 

[This  bill  appropriates  the  sum  of  $497,657  to 
enable  the  department  “to  meet  its  engagements 
and  pay  its  debts.”] 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice  by  the  title,  was 
referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  and,  together 
with  the  communication  from  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  through 
A.  Dickins,  esq.  secretary,  informing  this  house 
that  the  senate  had  passed  the  act  further  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants 
and  returning  surveys  thereof  to  the  general  land 
office. 

And,  also,  informing  the  house  that  the  president 
of  the  United  States  had  officially  notified  the  senate 
that  he  had  approved  and  signed  the  bill  to  repeal 
an  act  commonly  known  as  the  sub-treasury  law. 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  at  12  o’clock  M.  this  day,  all  debate 
in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on 
seriate  bill  No.  3,  entitled  “an  act  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,” 
shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to 
vote  on  anr  question,  or  on  any  amendments  then 
pending,  and  on  all  amendments  that  may  be  offered, 
and  shall  then  report  said  bill  to  the  house,  with  such 
amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee: Provided,  That  the  committee  may  report  said 
bill  to  the  house  at  an  earlier  hour  if  they  think  proper. 

Mr.  Graham  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
substituting  2 o’clock  for  12. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  2 o’clock  of  this  day,  and  in- 
serting 12  o’clock  to  morrow. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  amendment,  by  ayes  50,  noes  not  count- 
ed, was  also  rejected. 

And  then  the  resolution  as  originally  offered  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Tillingkasl,  of  Rhode  Is 
land,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  thronghout  the  U.  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gordon,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barnard,  (chairman  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee), addressed  the  committee  in  reply  to  some 
of  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  concluding  with  a renewed  and  most 
urgent  appeal  to  the  house  no  longer  to  withhold 
from  the  country  this  great  measure  of  relief,  eman- 
cipation and  justice. 

Mr.  Saltonslall,  gave  his  views  in  favor  ot  the 

bill. 

Mr.  Fillmore  followed  in  some  remarks,  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Sprigg  in  opposition  to  it. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  commit- 
tee, in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  house  of  this 
morning,  proceeded,  without  further  debate,  to  vote 
on  the  amendments  pending,  or  that  might  be  of- 
fered. 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gordon  to  strikeout  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill,  and  by  ayes  79,  noes  90,  it  was  rejected. 


The  first  section  of  the  bill  being  under  conside- 
ration, Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
adding  to  the  end  thereof  an  additional  proviso, 
“that  no  petition  under  this  act  shall  be  presented 
or  filed  before  the  15th  day  of  February  next;” 
which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  an  amendment,  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  bill  should  be  construed  to  alter 
or  repeal  any  state  law  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors,  or  to  alter  or  repeal  any  such  law  exempt- 
ing such  goods  or  chatties  from  attachment,  execu- 
tion, or  distress;  which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  offered  to  amend  the  section  by  in- 
serting “that  every  corporation  issuing  notes  or 
bills  to  be  put  in  circulation  as  money,  and  which, 
after  the day  of next,  shall  fail  for  thir- 

ty days  to  redeem  such  notes  or  bills  according  to 
the  tenor  and  legal  effect  thereof,  shall  be  deemed 
bankrupt.”  Rejected  by  ayes  56,  noes  80. 

Several  other  amendments  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Randall,  of  Md.  Underwood  Roosevelt  and  Holmes, 
all  of  which  were  rejected. 

Amendments  were  offered  to  several  succeeding 
sections,  all  which  were  rejected. 

And  the  17th  section  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  provide 
that  the  bill  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1842,  instead  of  the  1st  November,  1841. 

Mr.  Maxwell  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
substituting  the  1st  day  of  March  for  the  1st  day  of 
February.  Rejected. 

And  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Barnard  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  words  “and  not 
sooner”  were  struck  out  of  the  said  section. 

Some  further  amendments  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Roosevelt,  Birdseye  and  Randall,  of  Md.;  all  which 
were  rejected. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  here  offered  a sub- 
stitute for  the  bill,  which  was  rejected. 

After  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with  the  only 
amendment  made,  to  the  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  that 
amendment,  which  provides  that  the  bill  should  not 
go  into  effect  until  the  1st  day  of  February  next — 

Mr.  Clifford  renewed  the  amendment  offered  by 
him  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  there  rejected; 
offering  it  now  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Barnard.  Mr.  C’s  proposition  was  in  the 
following  words: 

Provided,  Jurther,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  constructed  to  alter  or  repeal  any  state  law  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  or  to  alter  or  repeal  any 
such  law  exempting  certain  goods  or  chatties  from  at- 
tachment, execution  or  distress. 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  the  previous  question.  And 
there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered,  (being  first 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment). 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  99,  nays  96; 
so  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  as  amended — 

Mr.  Underwood  (for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  test- 
ing the  sense  of  the  house  whether  this  bill  should 
be  laid  over  to  the  next  session  or  not)  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weller  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  110,  nays 
97,  so  the  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday , Aug . 18.  Mr.  Gamble  rose  and  mov- 
ed a reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday  by 
which  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States 
had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  for  a call  of 
the  house  had  precedence. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Weller  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house, 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  170,  nays  7. 

The  roll  was  called,  206  members  appearing,  and 
excuses  received  for  several  absentees,  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bolts,  were 
dispensed  with,  by  a vote  of  111  to  76. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  C.  Johnson,  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gamble  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bankrupt  bill  had  been  laid  on  the  table  yesterday — 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  92  nays  111.  So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
not  laid  on  the  table. 


And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gamble  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bank- 
rupt bill  and  amendments  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Proffil  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows:  yeas  108, 
nays  98.  So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  that  motion,  (to 
wit:  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  ta- 
ble)— 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows:  yeas  90, 
nays  112.  So  the  bill  and  amendments  were  not  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sollers  thereupon  rose,  and  moved  that  the 
house  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which 
the  following  amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  Clifford 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Barnard,  had  been  agreed 
to: 

Provided,  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  constructed  to  alter  or  repeal  any 
state  law  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  or  to 
alter  or  repeal  any  such  law  exempting  certain 
goods  or  chatties  from  attachment,  execution  or  dis- 
tress. 

And  on  this  motion  Mr.  S.  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  Mr.  S.  to  withdraw  the  motion, 
to  enable  him  (Mr.  C.)  to  say  a word. 

Mr.  Sollers  declined. 

[Here  Mr.  King  introduced  the  honorable  John 
T.  Stuart,  member  elect  from  the  state  of  Illinois, 
who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat.] 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

And  the.  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider)  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, yeas  116,  nays  93. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Clifford. 

Mr.  C.  modified  it  to  read  as  follows: 

“ Provided , That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  constructed  to  alter  or  repeal  any  state  law 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  or  to  alter  or  re- 
peal any  such  law  exempting  certain  goods  and 
chatties  from  attachment,  execution  and  distress,  so 
that  any  insolvent  debtor  may  at  his  election,  either 
take  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  relat- 
ing to  voluntary  bankruptcy  or  of  the  state  laws 
where  he  resides.” 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  would  merely  inquire,  he 
said,  whether  that  would  be  uniform  bankrupt  law? 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  the 
previous  question  (ordered  yesterday)  would  apply 
to  this  question? 

The  speaker  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  his  amendment,  as  modified,  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  90,  nays  119. 

And  the  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  (to  the  17th  section)  reported  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  which  amendment  postponed  the  time  at  which 
the  bill  was  to  go  into  operation  until  the  first  day 
of  February  next,  (the  original  day  fixed  in  the  bill 
being  the  first  day  of  November  current).  The 
question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in.  And  the  amendment  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

The  bill  (as  amended  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing at  this  time.- 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  a third  time  by  its 
title,  and  the  question  being  on  the  final  passage 
thereof,  Mr.  Briggs  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a call  of  the  house,  remarking 
that  he  made  the  motion  that  it  might  be  seen  who 
dodged  this  question. 

Mr.  Profit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion that  there  be  a call  of  the  house;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  S9,  nays 
116.  So  the  call  of  the  house  was  refused. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill)  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered.  And  the  main  question,  “shall  the  bill 
pass?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Black,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Mil- 
ton  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  .1.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  S.  N. 
Clark,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  G.  Davis, 
W.  C.  Dawson,  J.  B.  Dawson,  Deberry,  J.  Edwards, 
Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gates,  P.  G.  Goode,  Greig,  Habersham,  Hall, 
Halsted,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  James  Irvine,  W.  W.  Irwin,  James,  William  C. 
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Johnson,  I.  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Linn,  S.  Mason,  Maihiot,  Maxwell,  May- 
nard, Merriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow, 
Nisbet,  Osborne,  Pierce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  B.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway, 
Rodney,  Roosevelt,  Russell,  Sallonstall,  Sergeant,  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  Smith,  Sellers,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Strat- 
ton, John  T.  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  R.  W.  Thompson, 
Tiilinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  E.  D.  White,  J.  L.  White,  T.  W.  Wil- 
liams, L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  Wood,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  J.  Young — 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Botts,  Bowne, 
Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Burke,  W. 
Butler,  W.  O.  Butler,  G.  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell, 
J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clif- 
ford, Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean, 
Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  J.  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris, 
J.  G.  Floyd,  Chas.  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Thos.  F.  Fos- 
ter, Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Gustine,  Harris,  J.  Blastings,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  flouston,  Hubbard,  Hunter, 
Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  A.  McClellan,  R. 
McClellan,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  T.  F.  Mar- 
shall, Mathews,  Mattocks,  Medill,  Miller,  Newhard, 
Parmenter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Proflit, 
Ramsey,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers, 
Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shield,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
Steenrod,  Sweeny,  J.  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wise — 106. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  passed,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question  thereon,  and  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Boyd  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, and  they  were 
ordered. 

And  the  main  question:  “shall  the  vote  be  reconsi- 
dered?” was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative: 
yeas  99,  nays  115.  So  the  vote  was  not  reconsi- 
dered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Boardinan,  of  Connecticut,  in  the 
chair),  and  took  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  re- 
vive and  extend,  for  a limited  time,  the  charters  of 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
said  bill  had  been  reported  from  (he  committee  lor 
the  District  of  Columbia  of  this  house,  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  an  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee  of  this  house,  viz: 
to  strike  out  from  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  bill  the 
provision  forbidding  the  issuing  and  circulating 
hereafter  of  any  notes  of  denominations  between 
five  and  ten  dollars  and  between  ten  and  twenty 
dollars — 

Mr.  Underwood  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
concurring  in  the  senate’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  briefly  stated  reasons  why  he 
could  not  vote  to  concur. 

Mr.  Powell  explained  the  reason  and  necessity 
for  the  amendment,  A large  portion  of  the  circu- 
lation in  this  District  consisted  of  bills  of  the  banks 
of  Virginiaand  Maryland.  The  Virginia  notes  were 
of  various  denominations  between  five  and  ten,  and 
also  between  ten  and  twenty  dollars;  and  as  long 
as  those  banks  continued  to  issue  such  notes  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  exclude  them  from  circu- 
lation. Besides,  notes  of  these  descriptions  were 
very  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  small  remittances; 
and  as  the  charters  were  to  be  renewed  for  so  short 
a time  as  three  years,  there  could  be  no  need  of  the 
prohibition  which  the  senate  had  stricken  out.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  senate’s  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in — ayes  86,  noes  36. 

The  bill  was  now  read  through,  and  then  read  by 
sections  lor  amendment. 

Mr.  Keim  moved  an  amendment,  to  come  in  after 
the  Glh  section,  providing  that  congress  shall  have 
power  to  revise,  amend  or  revoke  the  charters. 

This  amendment  gave  rise  to  a discussion  on  the 
former  conduct  of  the  banks,  in  which  Messrs. 
Powell,  Weller,  Wise,  Merriwether,  Win.  C.  John- 
son, Tiilinghast,  Profit,  Underwood,  Snyder,  Daw- 
son and  Cave  Johnson,  took  part;  when 

The  question  being  now  put  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Keim,  it  was  rejected  without  a 
count. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  having  been  gone  through 
with — Mr.  Underwood  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  house. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  house.  The 
question  being  put  on  concurring  with  the  report  of 
the  committee,  no  quorum  voted. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  lost;  yeas  70, 
nays  79. 

[A  message  was  received  from'the  senate,  by  the 
hands  of  A.  Dickens,  esq.  secretary,  stating  that 


the  senate  had  concurred  in  the  amendment  made 
by  this  house  to  the  bill  to  establish  a uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States.] 

The  question  being  again  put  on  concurring — 
Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  put  and  carried.  And 
the  main  question  being  on  concurrence— -Mr.  H ei- 
fer asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  refused 
to  order  them.  And  the  question  to  concur  was 
carried. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a third  time  by  its  title, 
and  the  question  being  on  its  passage — Mr.  Weller 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered 
and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Landoflf  W.  Andrews, 
Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Botts,  Brockway, 
Bronson,  M.  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell, 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Childs,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing, 
William  C.  Dawson,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett, 
Fillmore,  A.  L.  Foster,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble, 
Gentry,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham,  Green, 
Greig,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  S.  Hast- 
ings, Henry,  Hunt,  James  Irvine,  William  W.  Ir- 
win, William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  King,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell,  Maynard,  Merriwether,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  Nisbet,  Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope, 
Powell,  Proflit,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rayner,  Ridgway,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall.  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade,  Smith, 
Sollers,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton,  A.  H.  II.  Stuart, 
John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tiilinghast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  Agustus 
Young,  John  Young — 108. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Boyd, 
Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Cary, 
Chapman,  Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
John  B.  Dawson,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C Edwards, 
Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gerry,  Wil- 
liam O.  Goode,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis, 
Littlefield,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan, 
McKay,  Marchand.  Medill,  Miller,  Newhard,  Payne, 
Plumer,  Reding,  Rogers,  Sanford,  Shaw,  Shields, 
Snyder,  Steenrod,  Turney,  Watterson,  Weller,  West- 
brook, Wood — 58. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  returned  to  the  senate 
with  an  amendment. 

And  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 


INVENTIONS,  IMPROVEMENTS,  Sc. 

Rocks  melted.  In  the  sitting  of  the  French 
academy  ol  sciences  on  the  7th  June  some  very  in- 
teresting experiments  on  the  melting  of  rock  crystal 
(quartz)  and  on  the  subsequent  crystalization  and 
even  casting  of  it  were  detailed  by  Mr.  Gaudin.— 
This  able  chemist,  by  the  use  of  his  oxy-hydrogen 
blow-pipe,  had  succeeded  in  melting  crystals  of  alu- 
minum and  silex,  such  as  the  white  sapphire  and 
the  ruby.  Alter  vain  attempts  with  compounds  of 
silex  and  aluminum  precipitated  with  their  coloring 
□latter,  he  had  employed  a mixture  of  ammonial 
alum,  or  potassic  alum,  with  three  or  four  hundredth 
parts  of  chromate  of  potassium.  These  two  salts 
ground  together  with  a little  water,  formed  under 
the  action  of  increasing  heat  a transparent  liquid, 
which  was  afterwards  condensed  into  a friable  po- 
rous paste.  He  had  hollowed  out  this  paste  into  the 
form  of  a crucible,  with  which  he  had  capped  his 
blowpipe,  and  then  blowing  upwards,  had  found  the 
interior  of  this  crucible  become  studded  with  a mul- 
titude of  exceedingly  small  rubies  of  beautiful  color 
and  the  finest  water.  Finding  his  blowpipe  too 
small,  he  had  made  another  one  of  a block  of  plutina, 
and  by  means  of  this  had  succeeded  in  melting  and 
in  spinning  out  rock  crystal  as  easily  as  glass. 

He  found  that  silex  in  a state  of  fusion  is  one  of 
the  most  ductile  substances  in  nature,  and  that  the 
faculty  of  spinning  glass  depended  on  the  quantity 
of  silex  it  contained.  It  did  not  crystalize  on  cool- 
ing, but  was  very  volatile;  this  had  hindered  him 
from  obtaining  globules  of  more  than  three  milli- 
metres in  diameter.  He  had,  however,  spun  out 
threads  of  silex  so  thin  and  fine,  that  they  admitted 
of  being  tied  in  a knot,  and  had  an  irridescent  ap- 
pearance; they  were  so  light,  too,  that  the  wind 
easily  carried  them  awav,  and  a quantity  of  them 
could  be  rolled  up  in  the  fingers,  looking  like  cot- 
ton. Threads  of  pure  quartz  were  always  cylindri- 
cal and  transparent;  those  from  sandstone  and  mill- 
stones were  opaque  and  had  a nacreous  appearance. 
Beryl  and  emerald  did  not  yield  threads  so  well  as 
those  of  other  silicious  stones;  but  from  the  opaque 
color  of  the  threads  of  emerald,  he  inferred  that  a 
mixture  of  emerald  and  sandstone  would  melt  down 


into  artificial  pearls  of  great  hardness.  Aluminum 
he  found  to  be  deprived  of  all  velosity,  and  hence  it 
was  impossible  to  spin  threads  from  the  ruby,  or 
from  Syrian  garnet,  topaz  fluorure  of  calcium  (fluor 
spar)  or  the  sandstone  ol  Fontainbleau  (Paris  pav- 
ing stone.)  He  had  made  from  melted  quartz  some 
admirable  microscopic  lenses,  and  pivots  for  mari- 
ners’ compasses;  he  had  also  drawn  out  sticks  of 
quartz  applicable  to  tools  for  barnishers  and  watch- 
makers. 

Locomotives.  A paragraph  in  the  Philadel- 
phia United  States  Gazette  speaks  of  a very 
powerful  locomotive  engine  which  has  just  been 
finished  by  Messrs.  Eastwick  and  Harrison  of  that 
city.  “It  is  called  the  Madison,  and  is  finished  on 
their  peculiar  plan,  bping  that  of  having  four  driv- 
ing and  four  truck  wheels.  The  driving  wheels  are 
attached  to  the  body  of  the  engine  in  an  entirely 
different  manner  from  those  of  other  engines,  and 
are  so  fixed  as  to  yield  readily  to  any  undulation  of 
the  road  without  jarring  the  engine.  On  a dead 
level  it  is  calculated  that  it  would  draw  one  hun- 
dred loaded  car*  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  an  hour. 
It  has  been  constructed  for  the  Auburn  and  Ro- 
chester road,  and  has  been  built  thus  powerfully  in 
order  to  keep  open  the  road  during  the  winter  sea- 
son.” 

The  steamer  Germ.  A desideratum  in  ocean 
and  canal  navigation,  so  long  and  assiduously 
sought,  is  now  clearly  presented  to  the  public  in 
this  simple  and  compact  little  vessel.  She  is  pro- 
pelled easily  at  the  rate  of  9 miles  per  hour,  by  two 
iron  submerged  horizontal  paddle  wheels,  5 leet  in 
diameter,  each  paddle  being  just  six  inches  by  one 
foot. 

Her  length  is  50  feet — beam  9 feet  at  water  line, 
and  11  feet  at  the  gunwale,  and  draws  2 feet  3 in- 
ches water.  Although  the  whole  power  exerted  by 
her  engine  is  that  of  6 2-3d  horses,  in  arace  she  ran 
a few  days  since  with  a little  steamer  drawing  3 
feet  water,  75  leet  long  and  8 feet  beam,  with  a 20 
horse  power  engine  applied  to  the  ordinary  paddle- 
wheels,  the  “Germ”  ranged  ahead,  and  ran  round 
her  twice  in  20  minutes,  a fact  establishing  beyond 
doubt  the  superior  efficiency  of  the  horizontal  pad- 
dle wheels. 

In  a heavy  sea,  the  horizontal  action  of  this  pro- 
peller places  the  vessel  so  completely  under  control 
as  to  render  her  perfectly  safe,  and  the  propeller  re- 
ceiving tire  equal  and  effective  resistance  of  so 
dense  a medium  as  the  water  far  below  its  surface, 
imparts  a steady  and  progressive  movement,  which 
cat  t ies  the  vessel  through  a head  sea  at  a speed  but 
little  less  than  in  smooth  water. 

The  vessel  is  free  from  the  weight  and  labor  of 
the  cumbrous  water-wheel  shafts,  and  the  jar  and 
shake  consequent  to  the  use  of  the  present  paddle- 
wheel.  She  has  the  whole  length  of  her  deck  for  a 
saloon,  unencumbered  by  wheel-houses,  &c.  and  it 
is  manifest  the  passages  across  the  Atlantic  will  be 
made  (by  the  use  of  this  invention)  in  much  less 
lime,  w ith  greater  safety  and  with  far  greater  com- 
fort. 

The  amount  of  freight  too,  which  such  a vessel 
may  carry, .is  much  larger  than  could  be  transport- 
ed by  a vessel  built  in  the  ordinary  manner,  lor  this 
reason,  that  the  dip  of  the  wheels,  which  would  se- 
riously impede  the  progress  of  the  ordinary  steam- 
er, serves,  in  the  case  of  the  Germ,  and  of  vessels 
built  on  her  plan,  to  add,  if  any  thing,  to  her  sailing 
qualities. 

The  increased  speed,  with  less  power,  resulting 
from  the  use  of  these  new  propellers,  speaks  the 
economy  derivable  from  the  adoption  of  this  plan. 

New  York  should  not  lose  this  opportunity  of  oc- 
cupying her  proper  position  in  relation  to  Atlantic 
steam  navigation.  N.  Y . Amer. 

Mojie  of  preserving  timber.  The  Civil  En- 
gineer and  Architect’s  Journal,  for  January,  1841. 
describes  a patent  lately  obtained  in  the  United 
States,  lor  preserving  wood  by  boiling  it  in  lime 
water.  The  editor  of  that  journal  remarks,  howe- 
ver, that  wood  can  be  much  better  pieserved  from 
decay  by  soaking  it  in  a strong  solution  of  lime  in 
cold  water.  He  assigns,  as  a reason  for  this,  that  a 
much  greater  quantity  of  lime,  when  fresh  burned 
or  calcined,  is  soluble  in  a given  quantity  of  cold 
than  of  boiling  water;  and  also  relates  several  satis- 
factory experiments,  proving  the  great  efficacy  of 
lime,  w hen  thus  used,  in  preserving  timber  from  de- 
cay. The  length  of  time  for  which  the  timber  should 
be  soaked  depends  very  much  upon  the  thickness 
and  texture  of  the  wood;  some  kinds  of  timber  re- 
quiring only  a fortnight,  and  others  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  even  longer.  An  artificial  pond,  the 
sides  uiade  water-tight,  is  used  for  soaking  the  tim- 
ber. 
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Abolitionists.  The  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Herald  says, 
three  citizens  of  Illinois — James  Burr,  A Work  and 
George  Thompson — have  been  arrested  in  Marion  co. 
Missouri,  and  committed  to  jail,  charged  with  attempt- 
ing to  entice  awav  the  slaves  of  Mr.  Woodfolk,  under 
a promise  to  conduct  them  to  Canada.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  “ Mission  Institute,”  near  Quincy,  Illinois, 
a kind  of  Oherlin  affair.  The  Argus  says  of  their  guilt, 
there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  it  is  quite  as  certain  that 
* tliey  will  have  time  enough  for  repentance  in  the 
penitentiary. 

The  Amistad  Africans.  One  of  them  was  drowned 
at  Farmington,  Conn,  on  the  7th  inst. 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pa.  William  Drayton  having 
resigned,  James  Robinson,  Esq.  has  been  elected  pre- 
sident of  this  institution.  There  are  indications  of  a 
disposition  to  recall  the  Biddle  and  discard  the  Lippimcot 
party  from  the  management  of  the  institution.  Mr. 
Samuel  Jaudon  has  been  appointed  to  proceed  to  Eng- 
land to  act  as  agent  to  the  institution.  The  price  of 
stock  had  declined  to  14,  lias  gone  up  to  $ 15j — and 
discount  on  their  notes  fell  from  25  to  22-. 

Bribery  and  corruption.  A young  candidate  for 
a seat  in  parliament  asked,  in  a country  town,  what 
was  most  wanted,  and  was  answered,  “ means  to  pay 
off  the  debt  incurred  by  buildmg  our  church  he  im- 
mediately wrote  a check  for  .£8,000,  and  the  next  day 
was  elected  the  member  from  that  county. 

Castor  oil.  A western  paper  states  that  castor  oil 
is  manufactured  to  a large  extent  in  Illinois  ; in  Ran- 
dolph county  alone,  it  is  added,  a thousand  barrels  are 
made  annually.  The  castor  bean  is  cultivated  with 
great  facility,  and  at  little  expense.  When  clarified  the 
castor  is  said  to  give  a much  clearer  light  than  sperm 
oil,  and  is  entirely  free  from  offensive  smell- 

Champagne  wine.  A large  bundle  of  some  thou- 
sand champagne  wine  labels,  lately  passed  through 
the  Boston  custom  house,  and  have  gone  to  New 
York;  they  were  printed  in  England,  in  colors,  ex- 
pressly for  the  American  market.  Let  champagne  wine 
drinkers  look  out. 

Cotton.  A few  bales  of  the  new  crop  have  reached 
the  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  markets.  Sales  have  al- 
most ceased  for  a moment,  all  waiting  to  learn  the  pro- 
duct of  the  season,  before  adventuring  either  to  sell  or 
buy  in  any  quantities.  Prices  at  New  Orleans  on  the 
7th  instant,  Liverpool  classifications,  are  ordinary  Mis- 
sissippi and  Louisiana,  middhng  and  middling  fair  8 
a 10 ; fair,  fully  fair  and  good  fair  10’  a 10’ ; N Alaba- 
ma and  Tennessee,  trash,  7’ ; ordinary  to  good  8 a 11. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  7th  August,  says  : — 
The  cotton  in  the  vicinity  of  Natchez  has  been 
greatly  injured  by  long  drought  and  intense-heat;  on 
the  poor  lands  the  plant  has  nearly  shed  all  its  forms, 
blossoms  and  bolls.  The  only  hope  of  the  planter  in 
the  uplands  rests  on  ihe  product  of  the  second  growth, 
and  whether  there  will  be  a second  growth  depends 
entirely  on  the  season.  Nothing  but  early  and  abun- 
dant rains  and  a late  fall  will  do  any  good. 

Crops.  A review  of  all  that  we  have  met  with  in 
the  public  papers,  relative  to  the  crops  of  grain  this 
season,  confirms  the  impression,  that  the  product  upon 
the  whole,  will  be  nearly  or  quite  an  average.  Mary- 
land will  fall  considerably  below  an  average  return,  and 
eastern  Virginia  also;  but  the  year  would  be  much 
above  an  average  in  which  no  section  of  the  union 
failed.  Wheat  turns  out  much  lighter  than  was  expected 
in  the  middle  states,  and  in  New  York  and  Ohio  there 
will  be  some  falling  off  from  the  average  of  1839  and 
1840 — Michigan  and  Indiana  will  show  an  excess — rye 
failed  extensively — early  oats  was  light — but  the  latter 
crop  is  good — corn  recovers  considerably  after  having 
suffered  by  drought,  but  the  crop  will  fail  far  below  an 
average — potatoes  and  other  vegetables  are  abundant, 
and  of  good  quality. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week  in  Philadelphia  170, 
of  which  99  were  under  two  years,  three  over  90,  and 
one  over  100  years  of  age;  22  were  people  of  color.  In 
Baltimore  69,  of  whom  thirty-five  were  under  two  years, 
and  nine  were  free  colored  and  two  slaves. 

Amongst  the  obituary  notices  of  last  week,  we  notice 
that  of  gen.  Grifin,  a representative  from  South  Caro- 
lina, in  the  last  congress;  judge  James  Lanman,  Nor- 
wich, Conn,  aged  72  years.  For  fifty  years  a member 
at  the  Connecticut  bar;  for  a long  time  the  s'ate’s  at- 
torney fur  his  county;  a member  of  the  convention  that 
framed  the  constitution  of  that  state;  a senator  in  con- 
gress, and  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme' court. — 
Major  Wni.  Shale,  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  re- 
volu'ion,  at  his  residence  in  New  York,  on  the  12th 
instant,  aged  82  years.  On  the  4th  instant,  at  his  re- 
sidence in  Grainger  county,  Tennessee,  William  Clay, 
esq.  father  of  the  hon.  C.  C.  Clay,  senator  in  congress 
from  Alabama.  He  was  born  in  the  county  of  Ches- 
terfield, Virginia,  on  the  11th  of  August  1760.  Con- 
sequently, when  he  died,  he  was  within  1 week  of  com- 
pleting his  81st  year.  He  entered  the  revolutionary  army 
at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  served  several  tours  of  duty 
with  the  militia  of  his  native  state,  and  aided  in  the 
closing  scene  of  the  war  at  the  seige  of  Yorktown  and 
the  capture  of  lord  Cornwallis.  After  his  marriage,  lie 
settled  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  Va.  where  he  resided 
several  years.  He  then  removed  to  the  western  coun- 
try, and  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  he  spent  the 
last  forty-five  years  of  his  life.  He  has  left  an  aged 
widow  and  numerous  descendants.  A man  named 
Beoussurd,  a Canadian  by  birth,  died  lately  in  Lafayette 


Parish,  in  Louisiana,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

Despatch,  Every  thing  in  any  wise  connected  with 
the  Great  Western  steamship,  goes  off  with  celerity 
and  despatch.  She  herself  on  Saturday  left  the  wharf 
precisely  at  the  time  designated,  and  even  a pick- 
pocket, by  the  name  of  Barnard  alias  Snuffie,  was 
snuffed  up  and  “off,”  by  the  police  officers,  before  he 
had  time  to  transfer  to  his  own  pocket  the  wallet  le- 
gitimately belonging  to  the  pocket  of  a southern  gen- 
tleman, who  was  witnessing  the  departure  of  the  no- 
ble steamer.  The  case  was  presented  to  the  grand 
jury,  a true  bill  immediately  found,  he  put  upon  trial, 
found  guilty  by  the  jury  without  leaving  their  seats, 
and  shortly  after  was  on  his  way  to  Sing  Sing,  where 
he  is  to  be  employed  the  next  five  years  in  picking 
stone  instead  of  pocke  s.  [Areu>  York  Times. 

Elections.  The  returns  so  far  as  received,  indicate 
that, — 

Alabama  has  elected  an  increased  number  of  Van 
Buren  members  to  their  legislature. 

Tennessee.  Jones,  the  whig  candidate  for  governor 
is  ahead  of  gov.  Polk  (V.  Bj  so  far  as  heard  from — 
4,994  votes,  and  no  doubt  is  elected.  The  complexion 
of  the  legislature  is  not  yet  ascertained.  There  are  25 
senatorial  districts  in  the  state,  which  in  the  last  legis- 
ture  were  represented  by  14  Van  Buren  and  11  wings. 
So  far  the  whigs  have  gained  one  senator  and  four  re- 
presentatives, loosing  none.  The  house  has75  mem- 
bers of  which  last  session  42  were  Van  Buren  and  33 
whigs. 

Two  United  States  renators  are  to  be  chosen  by  the 
legislature  now  elected. 

Indiana.  Last  session  the  whigs  had  a large  majo- 
rity in  the  popular  branch.  A considerable  majority  of 
Van  Buren  members  are  now  elected  to  that  body — 
numbers  not  yet  ascertained.  The  senate  will  proba- 
bly remain  whig,  though  of  those  now  elected  a majo- 
rity are  Van  Buren. 

Illinois.  Two  Van  Buren  and  one  whig  representa- 
tive are  elected  to  congress.  The  latter,  Mr.  Stuart 
just  reached  Washington  in  time  to  give  his  vote  in  fa- 
vor ol  the  bankrupt  bill  on  its  final  passage. 

Exchange  in  New  York  upon  England  SaS’;  upon 
France  5f.  21.  At  this  rate  of  exchange  on  France 
specie  again  leaves  us  to  pay  a balance. 

Flour.  There  were  inspected  during  the  last  week 
in  Baltimore  12,905  bbls.  and  1,886  half  bbls.  The  de- 
mand not  active,  the  prices  maintained  as  our  last 
quotations. 

Gas.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  the  capacity  of 
the  gas  eslablisment  of  this  city  could  be  set  down  as 
capable  of  producing  300,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  daily; 
and  by  filling  up  an  additional  series  of  retorts,  as  pro- 
vided for,  will  be  increased  to  400,000  cubic  feet  daily. 
The  whole  quantity  manufactured  during  the  last  year 
was  45,410,000  cubic  feet,  and  the  average  consump- 
tion 124,400  feet  daily.  The  gas  is  distributed  to  the 
private  consumers  and  public  lamps  through  nearly 
thirty  miles  of  street  mains.  The  number  of  private 
lights  on  the  register  on  the  1st  of  July  was  19,790, 
used  by  2,303  consumers;  the  public  lamps  amounted 
to  727 . [Phil.  Ledger. 

Mackerel  fisheries.  The  prospects  of  a crop  of 
mackerel  this  season  are  very  unpromising.  The 
Yarmouth  Register  says  that  several  fishermen  from 
that  vicinity,  who  were  unusually  successful  during  the 
first  part  of  the  season,  have  recently  returned  with 
very  small  fares.  Many  of  the  most  experienced  fish- 
ermen are  included  in  the  number,  who  give  as  their 
opinion  that  the  number  ol  mackerel  diminishes  every 
year.  The  Gloucester  Telegraph  mentions  that  two  ves- 
sels arrived  a few  days  ago  at  that  port,  which  had  been 
absent  over  three  weeks,  without  obtaining  one  barrel 
of  mackerel! 

Manna.  By  a recent  despatch  from  Vau,  in  Turk- 
ish Armenia,  an  authenticated  statement  has  been  re- 
ceived at  Constantinople  of  a copious  fall  of  manna 
from  the  skies.  Enough  was  vouchsafed  to  cover  the 
earth  two  inches  deep,  and  to  afford  food  many  days 
to  the  people.  Specimens  were  forwarded  to  the  go- 
vernment, which  the  porte  intend  to  have  chemically 
analyzed.  The  following  passage,  translated  from  the 
Arabic,  in  the  Malta  Times,  seems  to  be  connected 
with  this  subject. 

Aleppo,  3d  May.  A great  famine  has  happened  in 
Aleppo,  Malitta  and  Barbat,  insomuch  that  the  people 
died  with  hunger,  and  sold  their  sons  and  daughters  to 
get  bread  to  eat.  But  the  Almighty  God  rained  upon 
them  seed  and  fed  them  withal.  Of  the  authenticity 
of  these  few  words,  adds,  the  Malta  Times,  “extracted 
from  an  Arabic  letter,  we  are  perfectly  satisfied.”  The 
seed  alluded  to  its  known  in  Malta,  being  nearly  like 
hab  or  aaziz,  and  which,  being  kept  a little  while,  be- 
comes white,  like  semola  (very  tine  wheaten  flour). 

Mormons.  The  Trenton  N.  J.  Slate  Gazette  states 
that  the  Mormons  have  two  societies  in  Monmouth 
county,  one  at  Horner’s  town  and  the  other  at  Tom’s 
river.  About  100  belong  to  the  former,  and  70  or  80  to 
the  latter.  They  have  also  meetings  regularly,  once  a 
week,  at  New  Egypt,  besides  occasional  meetings  at 
other  places. 

New  York  state  canals.  Under  circumstances 
which  are  far  from  propitious  the  revenue  on  the 
New  York  stale  canals  promises  to  be  this  year  quite 
as  large,  if  not  larger,  than  the  warmest  friends  of  in- 


ternal improvements  anticipated.  Up  to  the  1st  of  this 
month  they  amount  to  8911,966  27,  when  last  year 
during  the  same  period  they  only  reached  the  sum  of 
$716,370  11.  And  on  the  whole,  it  may  be  set  down 
that  the  nett  revenue  from  this  source  will  prove  nearly 
double  the  estimate  made  by  Mr.  Verplank,  in  his  re- 
port on  the  finances  presented  to  the  senate  at  the  last 
session,  which  was  assailed  as  exaggerated. 

[iV.  Y.  Cour.  fy  Enq. 

Small  notes.  The  attorney  general  of  Pennsyla- 
nia  has  issued  a circular  to  his  deputies,  in  which  he 
directs  them  after  the  10th  of  next  month,  September, 
to  institute  proceedings  against  all  those  who  have  is- 
sued and  not  redeemed,  or  shall  continue  to  issue  or 
put  and  keep  in  circulation,  any  bills,  notes,  checks, 
tickets  or  other  evidences  of  debt  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  five  dollars,  prohibited  by  the  acts  of  assem- 
bly of  the  22d  of  March,  1817,  of  the  12th  of  April, 
1828,  and  of  the  23d  of  February,  1830. 

Steamers.  The  Acadia  left  Boston  on  the  13th 
with  20  passengers  for  Halifax,  and  38  for  Liverpool, 

7.000  letters  and  the  usual  quantity  of  newspapers. — 
Donald  McLeod  esq.  of  Washington,  went  out  in  her 
with  despatches  to  our  minister  in  London.  A pack- 
age of  despatches  for  our  minister  reached  Boston  three 
hours  tooiam  for  the  Acadia. 

Steamboats  Buffalo  papers  say  that  half  a million 
of  dollars  worth  of  steamboat  stock  is  now  lying  up  at 
that  place,  out  of  commission.  The  steamboat  busi- 
ness on  the  lakes  has  been  prodigiously  overdone  for 
two  or  three  years  past. 

The  Glide,  a small  flat  bottom  boat  drawing  about 
ten  inches  water,  the  timbers  in  which  six  weeks  ago 
were  growing  in  the  forest,  had  made  two  trips  from 
Fittsburg  to  Beaver  and  one  to  Cincinnati,  when  on 
the  11th  inst.  on  her  second  trip  to  the  latter  one  of  her 
four  small  boilers  burst,  and  a Mr.  Hairing,  a passen- 
ger, either  fell  or  jumped  overboard  and  was  drowned. 

The  Germ.  The  beautiful  little  experimental  steamer 
Germ,  commanded  by  lieut.  Hunter,  arrived  at  Albany 
on  Saturday  last.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Argus  that 
lieut.  H.  will  probably  take  his  Germ  through  the  Erie 
canal. 

Specie.  The  Acadia  steamer  which  left  Boston  on 
Monday  last,  took  out  over  $100,000  in  specie. 

Ship  building  is  more  actively  carried  on  at  present 
than  any  business  in  the  country.  The  Bostonians  are 
parading  the  ship  Hope  recently  built  at  Duxbury  us 
the  most  splendid  piece  of  naval  architecture  that  ever 
entered  the  port  of  Boston,  and  probably  the  largest 
merchant  ship,  being  according  to  register  S83  tons. — 
She  is  intended  for  the  cotton  trade  and  will  carry  3,200 
bales.  She  is  fitted  up  in  an  elegant  and  expensive 
manner,  and  is  to  be  commanded  by  capt  Freeman 
Soule. 

Silks.  Within  the  last  ten  years  $150,000,000 
worth  of  silks  have  been  imported  into  this  country — 
Where  are  these  silks  now?  Have  we  any  thing  to 
show  for  what  we  have  paid?  No. 

We  are  now  150  millions  of  dollars  poorer  than  we 
should  have  been  had  there  been  a duty  on  them  so 
high  as  to  prevent  their  importation.  Let  no  one  say 
that  we  need  no  duty,  that  the  people  must  learn  eco- 
nomy. If  they  are  imported,  the  rich  will  have  them, 
and  the  poor  will  follow  with  a perhaps  laudable  pride, 
striving  to  ape  their  more  wealthy  neighbors.  The  only 
remedy  is  to  stop  the  supply.  [ Wheeling  Times. 

Tobacco.  Two  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  sun-cured, 
have  been  sold  recently  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  at 
$25  25  per  10U  lbs. 

The  inspections  in  Baltimore  last  week  consisted  of 
906  hogsheads  of  which  606  were  Maryland,  235  Ohio, 
66  Virginia  and  6 Kentucky.  The  demand  tell  off  dur- 
ing the  week;  prices,  Maryland  inferior  and  common 
$4a4  50;  middling  to  good  $5a5  70;  good  $Sa8  50;  and 
fine  $9a33.  Common  Ohio  middling  $4  50a5  25;  good 
$5  50a6  50;  fine  red  and  wrappery  $Sal2;  fine  yellow 
$7  50al0;  and  extra  wrappery  $12al4. 

Wheat,  declined  during  last  week  in  the  Baltimore 
market  from  $1  38  to  $1  34  for  Maryland  red. 

Wool.  The  Poughkeepsie  Eagle  quotes  this  article 
as  in  demand  at  45  to  50  cents,  cash,  for  first  quahtv, 
and  30  to  40  cents. 

The  Boston  Advertiser  says,  of  the  clip  wool: 
“ There  is  but  little  doing  in  our  own  market ; we  un- 
derstand that  purchases  to  a considerable  extent  have 
been  made  in  Vermont  by  our  manufacturers,  at  some- 
thing below  our  range  of  quotations.  Large  purchases 
have  also  been  made  in  the  state  of  New  York — about 

1.300.000  lbs.  were  recently  purchased  in  the  region  of 
White  Creek,  Iloosick  and  Duchess  counties,  at  an 
average  of  about  44  cents  per  lb.  for  the  best  flocks,  be- 
ing 3 to  5 cents  per  lb.  above  the  prices  of  last  year— the 
wool,  however,  is  considered  10  per  cent,  lighter  and 
cleaner  than  last  year.’’ 

The  Michigan  farmers  are  turning  their  attention  to 
raising  sheep.  One  gentleman  has  recently  taken  4,690 
into  Calhoun  county — no  state  in  the  union  is  better 
adapted  for  the  business. 

Whalers.  The  ships  Montezuma,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Peruvian,  of  Baltimore,  have  both  been  sold  for 
whalers. 

The  Delaware  Republican  says:  The  ship  Ceres, 
captain  Ayres,  left  her  wharf  this  morning,  and  dropped 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Christiana,  in  fine  condition. 
She  will  sail  on  Saturday,  upon  a three  years  cruise  to 
the  Pacific  ocean  after  spenn  whale. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Cunard  steamer  Columbia,  captain  Judkins, 
arrived  at  Boston  on  the  19th  inst.  in  15£  days  from 
Liverpool,  bringing  papers  as  late  as  the  4th  from 
that  place. 

The  news  brought  by  the  Columbia  is  highly  in- 
teresting and  important;  the  intelligence  taken  out 
by  the  Britannia  had  created  a great  deal  of  alarm 
amongst  the  friends  of  peace;  and  at  the  stock  ex- 
change consols  immediately  fell,  in  consequence  of 
the  decision  ot  the  supreme  court  not  to  liberate 
.McLeod. 

The  commercial  news  is  bad.  Trade  was  inde- 
scribably dull  in  all  the  manufacturing  districts. 
Cotton  had  declined  ^d.  per  lb.  Several  heavy 
failures  had  taken  place;  a great  many  workmen 
were  out  of  employ,  and  serious  disturbances  were 
apprehended  unless  relief  should  come  from  some 
quarter. 

A complete  list  of  the  new  parliament  gives  292 
liberals  and  358  tories,  making  together  660.  But 
this  does  not  agree  with  other  accounts — the  Morn- 
ing Post  claims  a tory  gain  of  82.  But  the  Spec- 
tator shows  a gain  of  7S  to  the  tories  and  38  liberals, 
giving  a balance  of  40,  and  counting  80  on  a divi- 
sion to  the  tories. 

Daniel  O’Connell  is  speechifying,  keeping  up  his 
“hurrah  for  repeal,”  and  collecting  subscriptions  in 
Ireland. 

The  arrival  of  another  overland  mail  from  In- 
dia with  not  the  least  news  from  China,  created 
great  astonishment,  and  gave  rise  to  many  con- 
jectures as  to  the  reason  of  such  an  unusual  occur- 
rence. 

Great  alarm  was  felt  at  one  time  for  the  crops  in 
Great  Britain,  which,  it  was  supposed  would  be  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  the  continued  hot  weather;  but 
recent  accounts  state  that  the  crops  now  promise 
well  in  all  quarters. 

The  Britannia  steamer  arrived  out  on  29th  July, 
making  the  voyage  from  Boston,  including  that  to 
Halifax,  in  12£  days,  the  shortest  yet. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  gave  a dinner  on  the  27th  ult.  at 
Tamworth,  to  his  supporters,  and  made  a long 
speech  on  the  occasion.  He  declared  that  he  in- 
tended to  act  upon  the  declarations  which  he  made 
in  1835,  and  upon  particular  measures  which  he 
supported  in  1840.  He  would  not  state  positively 
what  he  would  do  if  called  to  the  administration 
of  affairs,  but  he  intended  to  be  in  his  place  in 
parliament,  August  19th,  personally  to  witness  the 
result  of  the  appeal  which  had  been  made  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

Lord  John  Russell,  the  day  before  his  marriage, 
(July  19th)  wrote  an  address  to  his  London  consti- 
tuents, which  appeared  in  the  papers  immediately 
after,  and  caused  considerable  talk.  He  says  “as  no 
minister  of  the  crown  can  stand  without  the  confi- 
dence of  the  house  of  commons,  our  retirement  from 
office  will  immediately  follow  the  condemnation  of 
our  policy.” 

Meeting  of  parliament.  A general  impression  ex- 
ists that  parliament  will  meet  for  the  despatch  of 
business  on  the  19th  (August),  but  that  is  by  no 
means  certain.  The  writs  are  returnable  on  that 
•day,  but  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  must  be  con- 
vened by  proclamation,  agreed  upon  by  her  majesty 
in  council. 

The  new  ministry.  The  following  is  given  as  a 
list  of  those  who  it  is  supposed  will  constitute  the 
new  ministry. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  first  lord  of  the  treasury  and 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Earl  or  Aberdeen,  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs. 

Lord  Wharncliffe,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Rt.  hon.  Henry  Goldourn,  secretary  of  state  for 
Xbe  home  department. 

-Sir  Wm.  Follett,  lord  high  chancellor. 
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Lord  Stanley,  secretary  of  state  for  the  colo- 
nies. ,'jc  , 

Du%;pf  .WellingteihJiresident  of  council. 

Hon.-  Ct'Sh^w  £tef<?: 
commi^Y 

Sir  Hvnafdynge’  secretary  for  Ireland 

Duk^j^f  Be&ulort,  lord  chamberlain. 

Earl  oWiiv^rpool,  lord  high  steward. 

Earl  of  Jersey,  master  of  horse. 

Lord  Sandhurst,  ambassador  at  Paris. 

Markejflt&c.  American  stocks  in  London,  July 
31. — MarjftSnd  fives,  75;  New  York  fives  for  1855, 
80;  Ohio  sixes  87;  Tennessee  sixes  79;  United 
States  bank  3£. 

Liverpool  cotton  markets,  Monday,  August  2. — 
The  demand  still  continues  very  limited,  and  the 
prices  of  the  ordinary  and  middling  qualities  of 
American  have  given  way  fully  f d per  lb.;  all  other 
descriptions  too  are  dull,  and  have  suffered  a simi- 
lar depression.  The  business  of  the  week  amounts 
to  20,220  bales,  (of  which  600  are  American  and 
200  Surat  to  speculators,  with  2,250  American  and 
200  Pernambuco  for  shipment)  and  comprise  200 
Sea  Island  at  13d.  to  21d  ; 3,060  bowed  5^-d.  to  7§d.; 
4,650  Mobile,  Alabama  and  Tennessee  at  5£  to 
7£d.;  7,250  Orleans  5 to  8d.;  470  Pernambuco,  Pa- 
rabia,  Etc.  8 to  9d.;  430  Bahia  and  Maccio  7£  to 
8£d.;  320  Maranham  6§  to  Sd.;  1,120  Peruvian  6£ 
to  84d.;  30  Carthagena  5*d.;  510  Egyptian  8f  to 
lOJd.  and  2,180  Surat  at  3f  to  5|d.  per  lb. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  3.  The  sales  to-day  are  1,200 
bales. 

Liverpool  markets,  Aug.  3.  The  tobacco  market 
has  been  quiet,  and  the  sales  amount  only  to  50 
hhds.  at  fair  prices. 

Our  import  list  this  week  shows  moderate  sup- 
plies of  British  grain,  flour  and  oatmeal;  the  re- 
ceipts from  Canada  are  also  of  trivial  amount.  Se- 
veral cargoes  of  foreign  wheat  have  arrived,  which 
are  for  the  present  entered  under  bond.  A return 
of  unfavorable  weather  since  our  last  giving  renew- 
ed activity  to  the  demand  for  bonded  wheat  and 
flour,  we  have  again  to  report  considerable  transac- 
tions in  these  articles  at  advanced  rates.  28s.  6d. 
per  barrel  has  been  paid  for  best  brands  United 
States  flour.  Holders  of  free  wheat  and  flour  have 
also  demanded  2d.  to  3d.  per  bushel,  and  6d.  to  Is. 
per  barrel  above  our  last  quotations,  with  which, 
however,  our  millers  and  dealers  have  reluctantly 
complied.  Canadian  sweet  flour  has  brought  37s. 
to  38s.  per  barrel.  Quotations — American  wheat 
10s.  a 10s.  4d.;  Canadian  10s.  3d.  a 10s.  6d. 

FRANCE. 

The  papers  announce  the  signature,  by  all  the 
parties,  of  the  treaty  which  closes  the  passage  of 
the  Dardanelles  against  the  ships  of  war  of  all  fo- 
reign  powers.  This  was  (he  last  step  remaining 
to  complete  the  return  of  France  from  her  isolated 
position  among  the  great  powers. 

The  census  of  the  doors  and  windows  was  still 
in  progress,  and  had  caused  in  many  places  partial 
outbreaks  of  discontent,  but  no  such  violent  pro- 
ceedings as  at  Toulouse.  1 

The  anniversary  of  the  three  days  was  celebrated 
in  Paris  a3  usual,  with  great  display  and  ceremony, 
but  without  disturbance  of  any  kind.  The  weather 
was  unfavorable. 

The  government  had  taken  very  decided  mea- 
sures with  the  refractory  inhabitants  of  Toulouse. 
An  extraordinary  commissioner  had  been  sent 
there,  with  two  royal  ordinances,  one  dissolving 
the  national  guard  and  the  other  the  municipal 
council.  Large  bodies  of  troops  were  posted  in  and 
about  the  city,  and  every  symptom  of  disturbance 
was  promptly  and  rigorously  put  down. 

The  king  and  royal  family  bad  gone  to  Fontaine- 
bleau. 

It  was  reported  (hat  the  finance  minister,  M.  Hu- 
mann,  had  resolved  to  meet  the  chambers  without 
contracting  the  proposed  loan. 

The  advices  from  Algiers  were  to  the  20th  of 
July.  Mascara  and  Mostaigemen  were  occupied 
by  the  French  troops,  and  several  partial  engage- 
ments had  taken  place,  but  none  of  great  impor- 


TURKEY,  EGYPT,  SYRIA,  &.C. 

Constantinople,  July  13.  A Turkish  steamer 
reached  this  place  on  the  9th,  bringing  despatches 
of  a favorable  nature  from  Tahir  pasha.  His  ex- 
pedition against  the  Candiote  rebels  may  be  consi- 
dered as  terminated.  After  defeating  the  insur- 
gents in  divers  skirmishes  and  encounters,  two 
provinces  submitted  at  discretion;  and  the  third, 
with  the  exception  of  the  mountains  of  Skasia,  has 
followed  the  example  of  its  other  neighbors. 

The  eastern  question.  The  following  protocol  of 
the  conference  was  signed  on  July  the  20th,  1841, 
and  is  published  by  the  Augsburgh  Gazette: 

“As  the  difficulties  in  which  his  highness  the 
sultan  was  involved,  and  which  induced  him  to  ac- 
cept the  aid  and  support  of  the  four  powers,  are  ter- 
minated; and  as  Mehemit  has  fulfilled  the  act  of 
submission  to  the  sultan,  which  the  convention  of 
July  aimed  at,  so  have  the  representatives  of  the 
powers,  signers  of  that  treaty,  thought  fit  to  recog- 
nize and  consecrate  the  old  usages  of  the  Ottoman 
porte  for  preventing  armed  ships  of  war  to  enter  the 
straits  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Bosphorus.  To  give 
a constant  and  permanent  sanction  to  this,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  give  a mark  of  the  harmony  and 
unity  which  guide  the  intentions  of  the  powers,  it 
is  agreed  to  guarantee  this,  and  to  get  the  sultan  to 
invite  France  to  joint  herein. 

As  this  agreement  is  intended  to  give  Europe  a 
pledge  of  the  unity  of  the  four  powers,  the  British 
foreign  secretary  has  undertaken,  in  concert  with 
the  other  plenipotentiaries,  to  communicate  them 
to  the  French  government,  and  to  take  part  in  the 
arrangements,  by  which  the  sultan  declares  his  de- 
termination to  uphold  the  said  rule,  the  five  powers 
on  their  side  making  known  their  resolution  to  re- 
spect it.  [Signed]  ESTERHAZY, 
PALMERSTON, 
NEUMANN, 

BULOW, 

BRUNOW. 

Alexandria,  July  16.  Col.  Napier  is  still  here,  and 
his  mission  appears  to  await  the  decision  of  the  porte. 

Troops  are  now  under  orders  for  the  Hedgas,  the 
military  occupation  of  which  it  has  been  found  ne- 
cessary to  entrust  to  Mehemit  Ali,  every  species  of 
disorder  and  anarchy  having  resulted  from  the  short 
period  in  which  those  countries  have  been  under 
the  direet  dominion  of  the  porte. 

Mehemet  Ali  has  sent  8,000,000  of  piastres  to 
Constantinople — 5,000,000  of  which  is  on  account 
of  the  tribute,  and  the  rest  is  for  presents  to  the 
3ultan  and  olhers.  The  sultan  was  so  much  pleas- 
ed that  it  was  believed  he  would  reduce  the  tribute. 


tance. 

FROM  THE  EAST. 

The  overland  mail  from  India  had  arrived,  but 
the  advices  from  Macao  were  only  to  the  2nd  of 
April  not  so  late  by  three  weeks  as  we  have  had 
direct.  There  were,  however,  late  dates  from  Cal- 
cutta, but  the  news  was  not  interesting. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Trade  of  Great  Britain  with  the  United  Stales  and 
France.  We  extract  the  following  valuable  infor- 
mation from  Ihe  London  Times  of  April  10th,  1841, 
exhibiting  at  one  glance,  the  effect  produced  by 
the  policy  which  is  maintained  by  England  and 
France,  as  contrasted  with  the  policy  which  this 
country  has  ruinously  pursued. 

Imports  and  exports. 

The  interchange  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  with  all  countries,  given  in  Eng- 
lish money,  according  to  a scale  of  official  value 
settled  in  the  year  1698: 

Imported. 

£48,911,524 
57,230,997 
54,737,301 
61,268,320 
62,001,000 

The  interchange  of  France,  with  all  countries 
given  in  English  money,  at  the  rate  of  25f.  for  each 
pound  sterling,  according  to  a scale  of  official  value 
settled  in  the  year  1826: 

Imported,. 

£30,429,067 
36,223,014 
32,311,718 
37,482,179 

37,878.857  

The  interchange  of  the  United  States  of  America 
with  all  countries,  given  in  English  money,  at  the 
rate  of  50d.  for  each  dollar,  according  to  the  actual 
worth  of  the  merchandise  at  the  time  and  in  the 
place  where  landed  or  shipped,  in  the  year  ending 
as  under;  ' * 


1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 


1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 


Exported i 
£91,174,455 
97,621,549 
85,781,669, 
105,170,549 
110,198,716 


Exported. 
£33,376,888 
38,451,390 
30,323,898 
S8, 236, 305 
40,133,271 
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Imported.  Exported. 

Sept.  30,  1835  £31,228,279  £25,352,828 

1836  39,579,173  26,804,800 

1837  29,372,753  24,462,370 

1838  23,641,125  22,651,378 

1839  35,227,527  25,214,253 

The  interchange  of  France  with  Great  Britain 

and  her  dependencies,  by  official  value,  given  in 
English  money,  at  the  rate  of  25f.  for  each  pound 
sterling: 

Importedfrom.  Exported  to. 


sions  in  Europe 

£2,451,531 

£3,982,833 

Mauritius,  and  British 

possessions  in  Africa 

43,452 

138,296 

New  South  Wales,  and 

the  East  Indies 

1,052,802 

184,191 

British  possessions  in 

4,750 

America 

17,506 

In  the  year  1835 

£3,565,291 

£4,310,070 

“ 1836 

3,974,438 

5,037, 1S6 

“ 1837 

4,056,528 

4,139,382 

*«  1838 

4,545,077 

6,011,993 

» 1839 

5,028,585 

6,952,001 

The  interchange  of  the  United  States  of  America 
with  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  (by  de- 
clared value),  given  in  English  money,  at  the  rate 
of  50d.  for  each  dollar. 

Importedfrom.  Exported  to. 
Great  Britian  and  Ire- 

£12,760,318  £10,871,015 
979,120  1,663,920 


land 

British  dependencies 


1835 

1836 

1837 
1S3S 
1839 


To  France. 
£1,453,636 
1,591,381 
1,643,204 
2,314,U 
2,298, 3( 


1841— ^NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
#1-  


T%  Vie  United  states. 
£10,568,455 
' 12,425,6 


1,455 

>,225 


4,695,22» 
5,760 


%>* 

rear  B^ain  to  thp'yqMec 
States  extend  little  or  nothing  b^ond  opr'otffei 'vo- 

notjcasv 


As  the  exports  from  Great 


YeSepetn3ng  | 1835  £13>739>438  £ 12,534,935 

“ ’ 1836  17,921,023  13,334,906 

<«  1837  10,881,157  12,753,642 

“ 1838  10,218,995  12,434,044 

“ 1839  15,020,906  14,201,892 

Perhaps  few  of  our  readers  were  prepared  to  see 
that  France,  as  we  are  shown  by  her  returns,  is  al- 
ready importing  from  England  and  her  dependen- 
cies direct,  to  an  amount  exceeding  £5,000,000 
sterling,  and  the  import  or  custom  of  France  is  lar- 
ger considerably  than  here  appears,  inasmuch  as 
under  existing  regulations  all  products  not  being  of 
European  growth  or  manufacture  cannot  be  receiv- 
ed into  the  French  market  direct,  but  are  sent  from 
this  country  to  Belgium  or  Holland,  and  thence  into 
France.  The  excess  of  the  French  exports  to  this 
country  and  her  dependencies,  compared  with  the 
imports,  is  in  some  degree  accounted  for  by  this 
cause. 

In  like  manner,  out  of  the  exports  of  the  United 
States  to  this  country,  a certain  portion  of  the  amount 
(between  £100,000  and  £200,000)  represents  not 
the  products  of  the  United  States,  but  goods  sent 
there;  2?.  for  example,  the  gum  of  Senegal  or  thean- 
nato  of  Cavenne,  which  are  dependencies  of  France, 
Vn  order  that  they  may  afterward  be  imported  by 
British  vessels  into  England. 

The  excess  in  the  amount  of  the  general  exports 
over  the  imports  of  this  country  shows,  that  we  are 
a saving  and  a lending  people;  our  merchants  lend 
to  the  merchants  of  other  countries,  and  individuals 
of  acquired  fortune  invest  a portion  of  their  capi- 
tals in  foreign  stocks,  or  in  the  purchase  of  lands  in 
our  colonies. 

In  the  general  interchange  of  the'U.  States  we 
see  a condition  of  trade,  compairing  the  amount  of 
imports  and  exports,  the  opposite  of  our  own.  We 
see  that  they  are  a borrowing  people,  and  that  the 
extent  of  their  purchasing  our  products  is  measured 
by  the  degree  of  our  lending  the  capital  by  which 
they  are  to  be  paid  for.  We  say  this  in  no  invi- 
dious spirit,  because  we  are  among  those  who  are 
of  opinion  that  the  bond  of  any  solvent  community 
is  as  good  and  convenient  a return  for  our  industry 
as  commodities  in  the  ordinary  sense;  only,  we 
speak  of  it  as  a fact,  attested  by  all  reasonable  ob- 
servation, and  by  such  returns  as  are  here  before 
us,  that  when  this  country  is  in  a spirit  to  invest  in 
American  securities,  then  it  is  that  America  is  an 
unusually  active  customer  for  British  goods. 

In  the  general  interchange  of  France,  we  see  a 
steadily  increasing  trade,  and  that  a remarkable 
equality  obtains  throughout,  if  the  exports  be  com- 
pared with  the  imports.  It  may  be  stated  inciden- 
tally, with  regard  to  French  commerce,  that  about 
one-tbird  of  the  amount  of  imports,  and  about  one- 
lourth  of  the  amount  of  exports,  are  transported  by 
land. 

We  cannot  close  this  subject  without  subjoining 
one  more  table,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  from 
our  own  custom  house  returns,  the  progress  of  that 
portion  of  the  exports  to  France  and  to  the  United 
States,  consisting  only  of  British  and  Irish  produce 
and  manufactures,  which  by  declared  value,  were 
as  follows,  Vi?: 


7,585. 

8,839,^04 
itain  to  theyqited 
yond  op-  optn  mo- 
duce  and  manufactures,  it  is” at  first  sight  not.easy 
to  reconcile  what  we  return  as  the  amount  of  our 
exports  to  the  United  States  with  what  the  United 
States  government  returns  as  the  amoun^mf  their 
exports  from  this  country.  Apaong  the  caufflfe  which 
seem  to  explain  the  exces#6f  the  United  States  re- 
turn, one  is,  that  the  the  goodd  is  only 

earned  and  added  to  their  value  after  ifrival,  and 
the  other,  that  all  the  imports  into  the  IJt  States, 
south  of  New  York,  will  for  the  f»t  tw,rf-or  three 
years  have  been  estimated,  we  might  peihaps  add, 
paid  for,  in  depreciated  money.  Still  explain  it  as 
we  will,  the  irregularity  of  the  Uniterf'jRates,  as  a 
customer  of  this  country,  is  remarkable'.  The  trade 
is  large,  but  occasional  disorder  is  one  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  we  enjoy  it. 

Indian  frontier  affray.  The  Fayetteville 
(Arkansas)  Witness  says: — “It  appears  that  upon 
the  4th  of  July,  on  account  of  its  being  a national 
day,  a number  of  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  were 
allowed  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  village  of  Mays- 
ville,  a short  distance  from  the  fort.  Whilst  there, 
having  indulged  right  freely  in  their  cups,  as  is  a 
soldier’s  wont,  a riot  took  place,  in  which  several 
of  the  soldiers  and  some  Indians  from  the  Cherokee 
nation  took  part,  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  one  of  the  Indians  met  his  death  and  another 
was  badly  wounded.  The  soldiers  concerned  in 
this  affray  were  immediately  placed  in  the  guard- 
house, and  efforts  were  made  to  ascertain  which  of 
them  it  was  who  committed  the  murder,  but  with- 
out success.  Meanwhile,  the  friends  of  the  deceas- 
ed Indian  became  impatient  at  the  delay,  and  col- 
lecting some  six  or  seven  hundred  warriors,  set 
themselves  down  before  the  fort,  threatening  to 
burn  it  and  massacre  the  garrison,  unless  the  per- 
petrators were  instantly  given  up  for  punishment. 
This,  of  course,  the  commandant  of  the  fort  refused 
to  do,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  a 
number  of  the  chief  men  of  the  nation  could  pre- 
vail upon  the  multitude  to  desist  for  a time  from 
violence.” 

THE  ARMY. 

General  orders,  No.  47. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general’s  office. 

Washington,  Aug.  23,  IS  II. 
Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  made  by  the  president,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate,  received  through 
the  department  of  war,  since  the  4th  of  March,  and 
the  promulgation  of  “general  orders”  No.  18,  of 
March  24,  1841. 

I. — Promotions. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons 
First  lieutenant  Nath.  W.  Hunter  to  be  captain 
1st  April,  1841,  vice  Fowler,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Wm.  J.  Newton  to  be  I st  lieu- 
tenant 1st  April,  1841,  vice  Hunter,  promoted 
Second  lieutenant  W.  H.  Saunders  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant 23d  June,  1841,  vice  Asheton,  dismissed. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  W.  G.  Torrey,  of  the  1st 
dragoons,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  1st  April,  1841,  vice 
Newton,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  Daniel  G.  Rogers  to  be  2d 
lieutenant  23d  J une,  1841,  vice  Saunders,  promoted. 
Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  Edw.  O.  C.  Ord  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant 1st  July,  1841,  vice  Mock,  resigned. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Samuel  M.  Plummer  to  be  cap- 
tain 1st  May,  1841,  vice  Pegram,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Fred.  H.  Marsten  to  be  1st 
lieutenant  1st  May,  1841,  vice  Plummer,  promoted 
Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Justus  McKinslry  to  be  1st 
lieut.  18th  April,  1841,  vice  Woodruff,  deceased 
Third  regiment  of  Infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Gordon  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant 21st  June,  1841,  vice  Vose,  jr.  deceased. 
Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  L.  Sheppard  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant 23d  June,  1841,  vice  Riell,  deceased 
II. — Appointments. 

Brig,  general  Winfield  Scott,  major  general  by 
brevet,  to  be  major  general  25th  June,  1841,  vice 
major  general  Alexander  Macomb,  deceased. 
Medical  department. 

Charles  E.  Isaacs,  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  to 
be  assistant  surgeon. 

Richard  H.  Cooledge,  of  the  state  of  New  York 
to  be  assistant  surgeon. 


R.  S.  Holmes,  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
assistant  surgeon. 

Chas.  W.  Stearns,  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
to  be  assistant  surgeon. 

Rank .]  Corps  of  engineers.  [ Company . 

1.  Cadet  Zealous  B.  Tower  to  be  2d  lieute- 

nant 1st  July,  1841. 

2.  Cadet  Horatio  G.  Wright  to  be  2d  lieute- 

nant 1st  July,  1841. 

3.  Cadet  Masillon  Harrison  to  be  2d  lieute- 

nant 1st  July,  1841. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

6.  Cadet  iEriel  Whipple  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [I] 

12.  Cadet  Joseph  F.  Irons  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [A] 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

15.  Cadet  Henry  A.  Allen  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1S41.  [D] 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

10.  Cadet  George  W.  Ayres  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [G] 

17.  Cadet  Sewel  L.  Fish  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [H] 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

8.  Cadet  Albion  P.  Howe  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [A] 

16.  Cadet  Julius  P.  Garesche  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [K] 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

22.  Cadet  Joseph  B.  Plummer  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  [I] 

24.  Cadet  Schuyler  Hamilton  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  [K] 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

11.  Cadet  Nathaniel  Lyon  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [I] 

34.  Cadet  A.  Sully  to  be  2d  It.  1st  July,  1841.  [B] 

Third  regiment  of  infantry . 

30.  Cadet  Richard  H.  Bacot  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  ]B] 

32.  Cadet  Don  Carlos  Buell  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  [F] 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Henderson  Ridgely,  of  Maryland,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant  19th  May,  1841. 

28.  Cadet  Robert  B.  Parker  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [K] 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

29.  Cadet  Richard  B.  Garnett  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  [F] 

35.  Cadet  Franklin  F.  Flint  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  [A] 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

31.  Cadet  Claudius  W.  Sears  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant 1st  July,  1841.  [G] 

33.  Cadet  John  G.  Burbank  to  be  2d  lieutenant 

1st  July,  1841.  [D] 

The  following  named  cadets,  graduates  of  the 
military  academy,  recommended  by  the  academic 
staff  at  the  June  examination  for  appointments  in 
the  army,  are,  in  conformity  with  the  law,  and  by 
the  direction  of  the  president,  attached  to  regiments 
and  corps  as  supernumerary  officers,  with  the  bre- 
vet of  2d  lieutenants,  to  rank  from  the  1 si  of  July, 
1841: 

Brevet  2 d lieutenants  of  ordnance. 

4.  Cadet  Smith  Stansbury. 

6.  Cadet  Josiah  Gorgas. 

7.  Cadet  Thomas  J . Rodman. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenants  of  dragoons. 

9.  Cadet  Philip  W.  McDonald,  2d  regiment. 

13.  Cadet  Leonidas  Jenkins,  1st  regiment. 

14.  Cadet  John  Love,  1st  regiment. 

37.  Cadet  Patrick  Calhoun,  2d  regiment. 

47.  Cadet  Elias  K.  Kane,  2d  regiment. 

51.  Cadet  Abram  Buford,  1st  regiment. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenants  of  artillery. 

19.  Cadet  Samuel  Jones,  list  regiment,  light 

23.  Cadet  John  M.  Banrian,  j Co.  K. 

18.  Cadet  Samuel  L.  Anderson,  > 2d  regiment,  light 

25.  Cadet  James  Totten,  5 Co.  A. 

21.  Cadet  Rich.  P.  Hammond,  ) 3d  regiment,  light 

26.  Cadet  John  F.  Reynolds,  5 Co.  C. 

20.  CadetS.  S.  Fahnestock,  >4th  regiment  light 

27.  Cadet  Robt.  S.  Garnett,  5 Co.  B. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenants  of  infantry. 

36.  Cadet  John  Beardsley,  St h regiment. 

38.  Cadet  Israel  B.  Richardson,  3d  regiment. 

39.  Cadet  John  M.  Jones,  5th  regiment. 

40.  Cadet  Andrew  W.  Bowman,  1st  regiment. 

41.  Cadet  Edward  Murray,  2d  regiment. 

42.  Cadet  Francis  N.  Page,  7th  regiment. 

43.  Cadet  Anderson  D.  Nelson,  6th  regiment. 

44.  Cadet  Benjamin  A.  Berry,  4th  regiment. 

45.  Cadet  Alexander  C.  A.  Darne,  8th  regiment. 

46.  Cadet  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  3d  regiment. 

48.  Cadet  Levi  Gantt,  2d  regiment. 

49.  Cadet  Mortimer  Rosecrants,  5th  regiment. 

50.  Cadet  Rudolph  F.  Ernst,  6th  regiment. 

[52.  Cadet  Charles  F.  Morris,  8th  regiment. 
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III. — Casualties. — (IS.) 

Resignations . — ( 8 . ) 

Capt.  Henry  W.  Fowler,  2d  dragoons,  31st  March, 
1841. 

Capt.  George  H.  Pegram,  1st  infantry,  30th  April, 
1841. 

1st  lieutenant  William  Mock,  3d  artillery,  30th 
June,  1841. 

2d  lieutenant  Andrew  J.  Fields,  6th  infantry,  lltli 
May,  1S41. 

2d  lieutenant  M.  S.  Culbertson,  1st  artillery,  15th 
April,  1841. 

2d  lieutenant  W.  Irvin,  4th  artillery,  31st  March, 
1841. 

2d  lieutenant  Edward  S.  Osgood,  6th  infantry,  31st 
March,  1841. 

Assistant  surgeon  J.  H.  Baldwin,  31st  May,  1841. 
Deaths. — (9.) 

Major  general  Alexander  Macomb,  at  Washington, 
25th  June,  1841. 

1st  lieutenant  Chas.  E.  Woodruff,  2d  infantry,  Fort 
Holmes,  Flo.  17th  April,  1841. 

1st  lieutenant  Josiah  H.  Vo3e,  jr.  3d  infantry,  at  N. 
York,  20th  June,  1841. 

1st  lieutenant  John  A.  Riell,  8th  infantry,  at  sea, 
22d  June,  1841. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Glen,  3d  infantry,  at  sea, 
9th  June,  1841. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomas  S.  Brownell,  4th  infantry, 
Hartford,  Conn.  5th  May,  1841. 

2d  lieutenant  J.  R.  H.  Lancaster,  1st  infantry,  Flo. 
5th  July,  1841. 

2d  lieutenant  Henry  Wardwell,  Sth  infantry,  Fort 
Dallas,  Flo.  21st  July,  1841. 

Assistant  surgeon  Charles  Noyes,  at  St’.  Augustine, 
Flo.  26th  July,  1841. 

Dismissed. — (1.) 

1st  lieutenant  R.  C.  Asheton,  2d  dragoons,  22d 
June,  1841. 

IV.  — The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
join  their  proper  stations  and  companies  with- 
out delay;  those  on  detached  service,  or  acting  un- 
der special  orders  and  instructions  will  report  by 
letter  to  the  commanding  officers  of  their  respective 
regiments. 

V.  — The  graduates  appointed  second  lieutenants 
will  join  their  respective  companies,  except  those 
assigned  to  the  regiments  iD  Florida,  (3d  artillery, 
2d,  3d,  4th,  5tti,  6th,  7th  and  8th  regiments  of  in- 
fantry), who  will  report  in  person  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y. 

The  brevet  second  lieutenants  of  dragoons  will  re- 
port for  temporary  duty  and  instruction  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Carlisle  barracks;  the  brevet  ar- 
ranged to  the  artillery  will  join  the  light  companies 
to  which  they  are  temporarily  assigned  for  duty: 
those  arranged  to  the  infantry , if  not  otherwise  spe- 
cially instructed,  will  report  in  person  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Columbus. 

The  usual  leave  of  absence  allowed  by  the  re- 
gulations is  hereby  granted  to  the  several  gradu- 
ates; at  the  expiration  of  which  ( September  30) 
they  will  join  their  proper  stations  and  regiments 
as  herein  directed. 

VI.  — Acceptances  or  non-acceptances  of  ap- 
pointments will  be  reported  to  the  adjutant  general 
of  the  army;  and,  in  case  of  acceptance,  the  birth 
places  of  the  persons  appointed  will  be  stated. 

Announced  to  the  army  by  command  of  major 
general  Scott:  S.  Thomas, 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 

SPEECH  OF  Mr.  CLAY,  OF  KENTUCKY, 

ON  THE  EXECUTIVE  MESSAGE  CONTAINING  THE 
president’s  OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  BANK  BILL. 

In  Senate,  United  Stales,  August  19,  1841. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate  as  follows:  Mr.  President,  the  bill  which 
forms  the  present  subject  of  our  deliberations  had 
passed  both  houses  of  congress  by  decisive  majori- 
ties, and,  in  conformity  with  the  requirement  of 
the  constitution,  was  presented  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  for  his  consideration.  He  has 
returned  it  to  the  senate,  in  which  it  originated,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  the  constitution,  with  a 
message  announcing  his  veto  of  the  bill,  and  con- 
taining his  objections  to  its  passage.  And  the 
question  now  to  be  decided  is,  shall  the  bill  pass, 
by  the  required  constitutional  majority  of  two- 
thirds,  the  president’s  objections  notwithstanding? 

Knowing,  sir,  but  too  well  that  no  such  majority 
can  be  obtained,  and  that  the  bill  must  fall,  I would 
have  been  rejoiced  to  have  found  myself  at  liberty 
to  abstain  from  saying  one  word  on  this  painful  oc- 
casion. But  the  president  has  not  allowed  me  to 
give  a silent  vote.  I think,  with  all  respect  and 
deference  to  him,  he  has  not  reciprocated  the 
friendly  spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  which 
animated  congress  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and 
especially  in  the  modification  of  the  sixteenth  fun- 
damental condition  ol  the  bank.  He  has  commented. 


I think,  with  undeserved  severity  on  that  part  of 
the  bill;  he  has  used,  I am  sure  unintentionally, 
harsh,  if  not  reproachful,  language;  and  he  has 
made  the  very  concession,  which  was  prompted  as 
a peace  offering,  and  from  friendly  considerations, 
the  cause  of  stronger  and  more  decided  disappro- 
bation of  the  bill.  Standing  in  the  relation  to  that 
bill  which  I do,  and  especially  to  the  exceptiona- 
ble clause,  the  duty  which  I owe  to  the  senate  and  to 
the  country,  and  self-respect,  impose  upon  me  the 
obligation  of  at  least  attempting  the  vindication  of 
a measure  which  has  met  with  a fate  so  unmerited 
and  so  unexpected. 

On  the  4th  of  April  last  the  lamented  Harrison, 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  paid  the  debt  of 
nature.  President  Tyler,  who,  as  vice  president, 
succeeded  to  the  duties  of  that  office,  arrived  in  the 
city  of  Washington  on  the  6th  of  that  month.  He 
found  the  whole  metropolis  wrapped  in  gloom,  every 
heart  filled  with  sorrow  and  sadness,  every  eye 
streaming  with  tears,  and  the  surrounding  hills  yet 
flinging  back  the  echo  of  the  bells  which  were 
tolled  on  that  melancholy  occasion.  On  entering 
the  presidential  mansion  he  contemplated  the  pale 
body  of  his  predecessor  stretched  before  him,  and 
clothed  in  the  black  habiliments  of  death.  At  that 
solemn  moment  1 have  no  doubt  that  the  heart  of 
president  Tyler  was  overflowing  with  mingled 
emotions  of  grief,  of  patriotism,  and  of  gralitude — 
above  all,  of  gratitude  to  that  country  by  a majo- 
rity of  whose  suffrages,  bestowed  at  the  preceding 
November,  he  then  stood  the  most  distinguished, 
the  most  elevated,  the  most  honored  of  all  living 
whigs  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  and  in  this  pro- 
bable state  of  mind,  that  piesiflent  Tyler,  on  the 
10th  day  of  the  same  month  of  April,  voluntarily 
promulgated  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  address  was  in  the  nature  of  a coro- 
nation oath,  which  the  chief  of  the  state  in  other 
countries,  and  under  other  forms,  take3,  upon 
ascending  the  throne.  It  referred  to  the  solemn 
obligations,  and  the  profound  sense  of  duty,  under 
which  the  new  president  entered  upon  the  high 
trust  which  had  devolved  upon  him,  by  the  joint 
acts  of  the  people  and  of  Providence,  and  it  stated 
the  principles  and  delineated  the  policy  by  which 
he  would  be  governed  in  his  exalted  station.  It  was 
emphatically  a whig  address,  from  beginning  to 
end — every  inch  of  it  was  whig,  and  was  pa- 
triotic. 

In  that  address  the  president,  in  respect  to  the 
subject  matter  embraced  in  the  present  bill,  held 
the  following  conclusive  and  emphatic  language: 
“I  shall  promptly  give  my  sanction  to  any  constitu- 
tional measure  which,  originating  in  Congress,  shall 
have  for  its  object  the  restoration  of  a sound  cir- 
culating medium,  so  essentially  necessary  to  give 
confidence  in  all  the  transactions  of  life,  to  secure 
to  industry  its  just  and  adequate  rewards,  and  to  re- 
establish the  public  prosperity.  In  deciding  upon  the 
adaptation  of  any  such  measure  to  the  end  pro- 
posed, as  well  as  its  conformity  to  the  constitution,  I 
shall  resort  to  the  fathers  of  the  great  republican 
school  for  advice  and  instruction,  to  be  drawn  from 
their  sage  views  of  our  system  of  government,  and 
the  light  of  their  ever  glorious  exumple.” 

To  this  clause  in  the  address  of  the  president,  I 
believe,  but  one  interpretation  was  given  through- 
out this  whole  country,  by  friend  and  foe,  by  whig 
and  democrat,  and  by  the  presses  of  both  parties. 
It  was,  by  every  man  with  whom  I conversed  on 
the  subject  at  the  time  of  its  appearance,  or  of 
whom  I have  since  inquired,  construed  to  mean  that 
the  president  intended  to  occupy  the  Madison 
ground,  and  to  regard  the  question  of  the  power  to 
establish  a national  bank  as  immovably  settled. 
And  I think  I may  confidently  appeal  to  the  senate 
and  to  the  country,  to  sustain  the  fact  that  this  was 
the  contemporaneous  and  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  public.  Reverting  back  to  the  period  of  the 
promulgation  of  the  address,  could  any  other  con- 
struction have  been  given  to  its  language?  What  is 
it?  “I  shall  promptly  give  my  sanction  to  any  con- 
stitutional measure  which,  originating  in  congress,” 
shall  have  certain  defined  objects  in  view.  He 
concedes  the  vital  importance  of  a sound  circulat- 
ing medium  to  industry  and  to  the  public  prospe- 
rity. He  concedes  that  its  origin  must  be  in  con- 
gress. And  to  prevent  any  inference  from  the 
qualification,  which  he  prefixes  to  the  measure, 
being  interpreted  to  mean  that  a United  States 
hank  was  unconstitutional,  he  declares  that  in  de- 
ciding on  the  adaptation  of  the  measure  to  the  end 
proposed,  and  its  conformity  to  the  constitution,  he 
will  resort  to  the  fathers  of  the  great  republican 
school.  And  who  were  they?  If  the  father  of  his 
country  is  to  be  excluded,  are  Madison,  (the  father 
of  the  constitution,)  Jefferson,  Monroe,  Gerry, 
Gallatin,  and  the  long  list  of  republicans  who  acted 
with  them,  not  to  be  regarded  as  among  those 


fathers?  But  president  Tyler  declares  not  only  that 
he  should  appeal  to  them  for  advice  and  instruction, 
but  to  the  light  of  their  ever  glorious  example. 
What  example?  What  other  meaning  could  have 
been  possibly  applied  to  the  phrase,  than  that  he 
intended  to  refer  to  what  had  been  done  during  the 
administration  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe? 

Entertaining  this  opinion  of  the  address,  I came 
to  Washington  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
with  the  most  confident  and  buoyant  hopes  that  the 
whigs  would  be  able  to  carry  all  their  prominent 
measures,  and  especially  a bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  far  that  one  of  the  greatest  immediate 
importance.  I anticipated  nothing  but  cordial  co- 
operation between  the  two  departments  of  govern- 
ment; and  I reflected  with  pleasure  that  I should 
find,  at  the  head  of  the  executive  branch,  a personal 
and  political  friend,  whom  I had  long  and  intimately 
known,  and  highly  esteemed.  It  will  not  be  my 
fault  if  our  amicable  relations  should  unhappily 
cease,  in  consequence  of  any  difference  of  opinion 
between  us  on  this  occasion.  The  president  has 
been  always  perfectly  familiar  with  my  opinion  on 
this  bank  question. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  session,  but  especially 
on  the  receipt  of  a plan  of  a national  bank,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  fears  were 
excited  that  the  president  had  been  misunderstood 
in  his  address,  and  that  he  had  not  waived  but  ad- 
hered to  his  constitutional  scruples.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  wa3  hoped  that,  by  the  indulgence 
of  a mutual  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession,  a 
bank,  competent  to  fulfil  the  expectations  and  satisfy 
the  wants  of  the  people,  might  be  established. 

Under  the  influence  of  that  spirit,  the  senate  and 
the  house  agreed,  1st,  as  to  the  name  of  the  proposed 
bank.  I confess,  sir,  that  there  was  something  ex- 
ceedingly oulree  and  revolting  to  my  ears  in  the  term 
“fiscal  bank;”  but  I thought,  “What  is  there  in  a 
name?  A rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as 
sweet.”  Looking,  therefore,  rather  to  the  utility  of 
the  substantial  faculties  than  to  the  name  of  the 
contemplated  institution,  we  consented  to  that 
which  was  proposed. 

2d.  As  to  the  place  of  location  of  the  bank.  Al- 
though Washington  had  passed  through  my  mind  as 
among  the  cities  in  which  it  might  be  expedient  to 
place  the  bank,  it  was  believed  to  be  the  least  eli- 
gible of  some  four  or  five  other  cities.  Neverthe- 
less, we  consented  to  fix  it  here. 

And  lastly,  in  respect  to  the  branching  power, 
there  was  not  probably  a solitary  vote  given  in 
either  house  of  congress  for  the  bill  that  did  not 
greatly  prefer  the  unqualified  branching  power,  as 
asserted  in  the  charters  of  the  two  former  banks  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  16th  fundamental  condition 
as  finally  incorporated  in  this  bill.  It  is  perfectly 
manifest,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  in  conformity 
with  the  opinion  and  wish  of  majorities  in  congress, 
but  in  a friendly  spirit  of  concession  towards  the 
president  and  his  particular  friends,  that  the  clause 
assumed  that  form.  So  repugnant  was  it  to  some  of 
the  best  friends  of  a national  bank  in  the  other 
house,  that  they  finally  voted  against  the  bill  be- 
cause it  contained  that  compromise  of  the  branching 
power. 

It  is  true  that,  in  presenting  the  compromise  to 
the  senate,  I stated,  as  was  the  fact,  that  I did  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  acceptable  to  the  presi- 
dent or  not;  that,  according  to  my  opinion,  each  de- 
partment of  the  government  should  act  upon  its  own 
responsibility,  independently  of  the  other;  and  that 
I presented  the  modification  of  the  branching  power 
because  it  was  necessary  to  ensure  the  passage  of 
the  bill  in  the  senate,  having  ascertained  that  the 
vote  would  stand  26  against  It  to  25,  if  the  form  of 
that  power  which  had  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee were  persisted  in.  But  I nevertheless  did 
entertain  the  most  confident  hopes  and  expectations 
that  the  bill  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  pre- 
sident; and  this  motive,  although  not  the  immediate 
one,  had  great  weight  in  the  introduction  and  adop- 
tion of  the  compromise  clause.  I knew  that  our 
friends  who  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  as  reported 
were  actuated,  as  they  avowed,  by  considerations  of 
union  and  harmony,  growing  out  of  supposed  views 
of  the  president,  and  I presumed  that  he  would  not 
fail  to  feel  and  appreciate  their  sacrifices.  But  I 
deeply  regret  that  we  were  mistaken.  Notwith- 
standing all  our  concessions,  made  in  a genuine  and 
sincere  spirit  of  conciliation,  the  sanction  of  the 
president  could  not  be  obtained,  and  the  bill  ha3 
been  returned  by  him  with  his  objections. 

And  I shall  now  proceed  to  consider  those  objec- 
tions, with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,  but  with 
the  most  perfect  respect,  official  and  personal,  to- 
wards the  chief  magistrate. 

After  stating  that  the  power  of  congress  to  estab- 
lish a national  bank,  to  operate  per  se,  has  been  a 
controverted  question  from  the  origin  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  president  remarks:  “Men  most  justly  and 
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deservedly  esteemed  for  their  high  intellectual  en- 
dowments, their  virtue  and  their  patriotism,  have, 
in  regard  to  it,  entertained  different  and  conflicting 
opinions.  Congresses  have  differed.  The  approval 
of  one  president  has  been  followed  by  the  disappro- 
val of  another.” 

From  this  statement  of  the  case  it  may  be  infer- 
red that  the  president  considers  the  weight  of  au- 
thority, pro  and  con,  to  be  equal  and  balanced. — 
But  if  he  intended  to  make  such  an  array  of  it — if 
he  intended  to  say  that  it  was  in  equilibrium — I 
must  respectfully,  but  most  decidedly,  dissent  from 
him.  I think  the  conjoint  testimony  of  history, 
tradition,  and  the  knowledge  of  living  witnesses 
prove  the  contrary.  How  stands  the  question  as  to 
the  opinion  of  congresses?  The  congress  of  1791, 
the  congress  of  1813-14,  the  congress  of  1815-16, 
the  congress  of  1831-32,  and,  finally,  the  present 
congress,  have  all  respectively  and  unequivocally, 
affirmed  the  existence  of  a power  in  congress  to  es- 
tablish a national  bank  to  operate  per  se.  We  be- 
hold, then,  the  concurrent  opinion  of  five  different 
congresses  on  one  side.  And  what  congress  is 
there  on  the  opposite  side?  The  congress  of  1811? 
I was  a member  of  the  senate  in  that  year,  when  it 
decided,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice  president, 
against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old  bank  of 
the  United  States.  And  I now  here,  in  ray  place, 
add  to  the  testimony  already  before  the  public,  by 
declaring  that  it  is  within  my  certain  knowledge, 
that  that  decision  of  the  senate  did  not  proceed 
from  a disbelief  of  a majority  of  the  senate  in  the 
power  of  congress  to  establish  a national  bank,  but 
from  combined  considerations  of  expediency  and 
constitutionality.  A majority  of  the  senate,  on  the 
contrary,  as  I know,  entertained  no  doubt  as  to  the 
power  of  congress.  Thus  the  account,  as  to  con- 
gresses, stands  five  for  and  not  one,  or,  at  most,  not 
more  than  one,  against  the  power. 

Let  us  now  look  into  the  state  of  authority  deri- 
vable from  the  opinions  of  presidents  of  the  United 
States.  President  Washington  believed  in  the  pow- 
er of  congress,  and  approved  a bank  bill.  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  approved  acts  to  extend  branches  into 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish 
counterfeiters  of  the  notes  of  the  bank — acts  which 
were  devoid  of  all  justification  whatever  upon  the 
assumption  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank. 
For  how  could  branches  be  extended  or  punishment 
be  lawfully  inflicted  upon  the  counterfeiters  of  the 
paper  of  a corporation  which  came  into  existence 
without  any  authority,  and  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  land?  James  Madison,  notwith- 
standing those  early  scruples  which  he  had  enter- 
tained, and  which  he  probably  still  cherished,  sanc- 
tioned and  signed  a bill  to  charter  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
Mr.  Monroe  never  did  entertain  any  scruples  or 
doubts  in  regard  to  the  power  of  congress.  Here, 
then,  are  four  presidents  of  the  United  States  who 
have  directly  or  collaterally  borne  official  testimony 
to  the  existence  of  the  bank  power  in  congress. — 
And  what  president  is  there  that  ever  bore  unequi- 
vocally opposite  testimony — that  disapproved  a ban  k 
charter  in  the  sense  intended  by  president  Tyler? 
Gen.  Jackson,  although  he  did  apply  the  veto  pow- 
er to  the  bill  for  rechartering  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  1832,  it  is  within  the  perfect  recol- 
lection of  us  all  that  he  not  only  testified  to  the  uti- 
lity of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  but  declared 
that,  if  he  had  been  applied  to  by  congress,  he  could 
have  furnished  the  plan  of  such  a bank. 

Thus,  Mr.  President,  we  perceive  that,  in  re- 
viewing the  action  of  the  legislative  and  executive 
departments  of  the  government,  there  is  a vast  pre- 
ponderance of  the  weight  of  authority  maintaining 
the  existence  of  the  power  in  congress.  But  pre- 
sident Tyler  has,  I presume  unintentionally,  whol- 
ly omitted  to  notice  the  judgment  and  decisions  of 
the  third  co-ordinate  department  of  the  government 
upon  this  controverted  question — that  department, 
whose  interpretations  of  the  constitution,  within  its 
proper  jurisdiction  and  sphere  of  action,  are  binding 
upon  all;  and  which,  therefore,  may  be  considered 
as  exercising  a controlling  power  over  both  the 
other  departments.  The  supreme  court  of  the  U. 
States,  with  its  late  chief  justice,  the  illustrious 
Marshall,  at  its  head,  unanimously  decided  that 
congress  possessed  this  bank  power;  and  this  adju- 
dication was  sustained  and  reaffirmed  whenever  af- 
terwards the  question  arose  before  the  court. 

After  recounting  the  occasions,  during  his  public 
career,  on  which  he  had  expressed  an  opinion 
against  the  power  of  congress  to  charter  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  president  proceeds  to  say: — 
“Entertaining  the  opinions  alluded  to,  and  having 
taken  this  oath,  the  senate  and  the  country  will  see 
that  I could  not  give  my  sanction  to  a measure  of 
the  character  described  without  surrendering  all 
claim  to  the  respect  of  honorable  men — all  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  people— all  self-respect- 


all  regard  for  moral  and  religious  obligations;  with- 
out an  observance  of  which  no  government  can  be 
prosperous,  and  no  people  can  be  happy.  It  w'ould 
be  to  commit  a crime  which  I would  not  wilfully 
commit  to  gain  any  earthly  reward,  and  which 
would  justly  subject  me  to  the  ridicule  and  scorn 
of  all  virtuous  men.” 

Mr.  President,  I must  think,  and  hope  I may  be 
allowed  to  say,  with  profound  deference  to  the 
chief  magistrate,  that  it  appears  to  me  he  has  view- 
ed with  too  lively  sensibility  the  personal  conse- 
quences to  himself  of  his  approval  of  the  bill;  and 
that,  surrendering  himself  to  a vivid  imagination, 
he  has  depicted  them  in  much  too  glowing  and  ex- 
aggerated colors,  and  that  it  would  have  been  most 
happy  ifhe  had  looked  more  to  the  deplorable  con- 
sequences of  a veto  upon  the  hopes,  the  interests 
and  the  happiness  of  his  country.  Does  it  follow 
that  a magistrate  who  yields  his  private  judgment 
to  the  concurring  authority  of  numerous  decisions, 
repeatedly  and  deliberately  pronounced,  after  the 
lapse  of  long  intervals,  by  all  the  departments  of 
government,  and  by  all  parties,  incurs  the  dreadful 
penalties  described  by  the  president?  Can  any  man 
be  disgraced  and  dishonored  who  yields  his  private 
opinion  to  the  judgment  of  the  nation?  In  this 
case,  the  country,  (I  mean  a majority),  congress, 
and,  according  to  common  fame,  an  unanimous  ca- 
binet, were  all  united  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Should 
any  man  feel  himself  humbled  and  degraded  in 
yielding  to  the  conjoint  force  of  such  high  authori- 
ty? Does  any  man,  who  at  one  period  of  his  life 
shall  have  expressed  a particular  opinion,  and  at  a 
subsequent  period  shall  act  upon  the  opposite  opi- 
nion, expose  himself  to  the  terrible  consequences 
which  have  been  portrayed  by  the  president?  How 
is  it  with  the  judge,  in  the  case  by  no  means  rare, 
who  bows  to  the  authority  of  repeated  precedents, 
settling  a particular  question,  whilst  in  his  private 
judgment  the  law  was  otherwise?  How  is  it  with 
that  numerous  class  of  public  men  in  this  country, 
and  with  the  two  great  parties  that  have  divided  it, 
who,  at  different  periods,  have  maintained  and  act- 
ed on  opposite  opinions  in  respect  to  this  very  bank 
question? 

How  is  it  with  James  Madison,  the  father  of  the 
constitution — that  great  man  whose  services  to  his 
country  placed  him  only  second  to  Washington — 
whose  virtues  and  purity  in  private  life — whose  pa- 
triotism, intelligence  and  wisdom  in  public  councils 
stand  unsurpassed?  He  was  a member  of  the  na- 
tional convention  that  formed,  and  of  the  Virginia 
convention  that  adopted,  the  constitution.  No  man 
understood  it  better  than  he  did.  He  was  opposed 
in  1791  to  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  upon  constitutional  ground;  and  in 
1816  he  approved  and  signed  the  charter  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a part  of  the  se- 
cret history  connected  with  the  first  bank,  that 
James  Madison  had,  at  the  instance  of  gen.  Wash- 
ington, prepared  a veto  for  him  in  the  contingency 
of  his  rejection  of  the  bill.  Thus  stood  James  Ma- 
dison when,  in  1815,  he  applied  the  veto  to  a bill  to 
charter  a bank  upon  considerations  of  expediency, 
but  with  a clear  and  express  admission  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a constitutional  power  of  congress  to 
charter  one.  In  1S16,  the  bill  which  was  then  pre- 
sented to  him  being  free  from  the  objections  appli- 
cable to  that  of  the  previous  year,  he  sanctioned 
and  signed  it.  Did  James  Madison  surrender  “all 
claim  to  the  respect  of  honorable  men — all  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  people — all  self-respect — 
all  regard  for  moral  and  religious  obligations?” 
Did  the  pure,  the  virtuous,  the  gi  1 ted  James  Madi- 
son, by  his  sanction  and  signature  to  the  charter  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  commit  a crime 
which  justly  subjected  him  “to  the  redicule  and 
scorn  of  all  virtuous  men?” 

Not  only  did  the  president,  as  it  respectfully  ap- 
pears to  me,  state  entirely  too  strongly  the  conse- 
quences of  his  approval  of  the  bill,  but  is  he  per- 
fectly correct  in  treating  the  question,  (as  he  seems 
to  me  to  have  done),  which  he  was  called  upon  to 
decide,  as  presenting  the  sole  alternative  of  his  di- 
rect approval  or  rejection  of  the  bill?  Was  the  pre- 
servation of  the  consistency  and  the  conscience  of 
the  president  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  resto- 
ration of  the  blessings  of  a sound  currency,  regular 
and  moderate  exchanges,  and  the  revival  of  confi- 
dence and  business  which  congress  believes  will  be 
secured  by  a national  bank!  Was  there  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  prolong  the  sufferings  of  a bleeding 
country,  or  to  send  us  this  veto?  From  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  executive  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, during  the  last  twelve  years,  has  sprung 
most  of  the  public  ills  which  have  afflicted  the  peo- 
ple. Was  it  necessary  that  that  source  of  suffering 
should  continue  to  operate,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
conscience  of  the  president  unviolated?  Was  that 
the  only  sad  and  deplorable  alternative?  I think, 
Mr.  President,  there  were  other  alternatives  worthy 


of  the  serious  and  patriotic  consideration  of  the  pre- 
sident. The  bill  might  have  become  a law,  in  vir- 
tue of  the  provision  which  required  its  return  with- 
in ten  days.  If  the  president  had  retained  it  three 
days  longer,  it  would  have  been  a law,  without  his 
sanction  and  without  his  signature.  In  such  a con- 
tingency, the  president  would  have  remained  pas- 
sive, and  would  not  have  been  liable  to  any  accu- 
sation of  having  himself  violated  the  constitution. 
All  that  could  have  been  justly  said  would  be,  that 
he  did  not  choose  to  thro  w himself  in  the  way  as  an 
obstacle  to  the  passage  of  a measure  indispensable 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  party  which  brought  him  into  power,  of  the 
whig  congress  which  he  first  met,  and,  if  public 
fame  speaks  true,  of  the  cabinet  which  the  lament- 
ed Harrison  called  around  him;  and  which  he  vo- 
luntarily continued.  In  an  analogous  case,  Thomas 
McKean,  when  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  than 
whom  the  United  States  have  produced  but  few 
men  of  equal  vigor  of  mind  and  firmness  of  purpose, 
permitted  a bill  to  become  a law,  although,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  that 
state.  And  I have  heard,  and,  from  the  creditable 
nature  of  the  source,  I am  inclined  to  believe,  al- 
though I will  not  vouch  for  the  fact,  that  towards 
the  close  of  the  charter  of  first  Bank  of  the  United 
States  during  the  second  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
some  consideration  of  the  question  of  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  was  entertained,  and  that  he  express- 
ed a wish  that,  if  the  charier  were  renewed,  it  might 
be  effected  by  the  operation  of  the  ten  days’  provi- 
sion, and  his  consistency  thus  preserved. 

If  it  were  possible  to  disinter  the  venerated  re- 
mains of  James  Madison,  reanimate  his  perishing 
form,  and  place  him  once  more  in  that  cbair  of 
state,  which  he  so  much  adorned,  what  would  have 
been  his  course,  if  this  bill  had  been  presented  to 
him,  even  supposing  him  never  to  have  announced 
his  acquiescence  in  the  settled  judgment  of  the  na- 
tion? He  would  have  said,  that  human  controver- 
cy  in  regard  to  a single  question  should  not  be  per- 
petual, and  ought  to  have  a termination.  This, 
about  the  power  to  establish  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  long  enough  continued.  The  na- 
tion, under  all  the  forms  of  its  public  action,  has 
often  and  deliberately  decided  it.  A bank,  and  as- 
sociated financial  and  currency  questions,  which 
had  long  slept,  were  revived  and  have  divided  the 
nation  during  the  last  ten  years  of  arduous  and  bit- 
ter struggle;  and  the  party  which  put  down  the 
bank,  and  w'hich  occasioned  all  the  disorders  in  our 
currency  and  finances,  has  itself  been  signal!)'  put 
down,  by  one  of  those  great  moral  and  political  re- 
volutions which  a free  a patriotic  people  can  but 
seldom  arouse  itself  to  make.  Human  infallibility 
has  not  been  granted  by  God;  and  the  chances  of 
error  are  much  greater  on  the  side  of  one  man  than 
on  that  of  the  majority  of  a whole  people  and  'their 
successive  legislatures  duringa  long  period  of  time. 
I yield  to  the  irresistible  force  of  authority.  I will 
not  put  myself  in  opposition  to  a measure  so  impe- 
ratively demanded  by  the  public  voice  and  so  es- 
sential to  elevate  my  depressed  and  suffering  coun- 
trymen. 

And  why  should  not  president  Tyler  have  suf- 
fered the  bill  to  become  a law  without  his  sig- 
nature? Without  meaning  the  slightest  possible 
disrespect  to  him,  (nothing  is  further  from  my  heart 
than  the  exhibition  of  any  such  feeling  towards  that 
distinguished  citizen,  long  my  personal  friend),  it 
cannot  be  forgotten  that  he  came  into  his  present 
office  under  peculiar  circumstances.  The  people 
did  not  foresee  the  contingency  which  has  happened. 
They  voted  for  him  as  vice  prosident.  They  did 
not,  therefore,  scrutinize  his  opinions  with  the  care 
which  they  probably  ought  to  have  done,  and  would 
have  done,  if  they  could  have  looked  into  futurity. 
If  the  present  state  of  the  fact  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated— if  at  Harrisburg,  or  at  the  polls,  it  had 
been  foreseen  that  general  Harrison  would  die  in 
one  short  month  after  the  commencement  of  his  ad- 
ministration; that  vice  president  Tyler  would  be 
elevated  to  the  presidential  chair;  that  a bill,  pass- 
ed by  decisive  majorities  of  the  first  whig  congress, 
chartering  a national  bank,  would  be  presented  for 
his  sanction;  and  that  he  would  veto  the  bill,  do  I 
hazard  any  thing  when  I express  the  conviction 
that  he  would  not  have  received  a solitary  vote  in 
the  nominating  convention,  nor  one  solitary  elec- 
toral vote  in  any  state  in  the  union? 

Shall  I betold  that  the  honor,  the  firmness,  the  in- 
dependence of  the  chief  magistrate  might  have  been 
drawn  in  question  if  he  had  remained  passive,  and 
so  permitted  the  bill  to  become  a law?  I answer  that 
the  office  of  chief  magistrate  is  a sacred  and  exalted 
trust,  created  and  conferred  for  the  benefit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  not  for  the  private  advantage  of  the  person 
who  fills  it.  Can  any  man’s  reputation  for  firmness, 
independence  and  honor  be  of  more  importance  than 
the  welfare  of  a great  people?  There  is  nothing,  in 
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tny  humble  judgment,  in  such  a course,  incompati- 
ble with  honor,  with  firmness,  with  independence 
properly  understood.  Certainly,  I must  respectful- 
ly think,  in  reference  to  a measure  like  this,  re- 
commended by  such  high  sanctions — by  five  con- 
gresses— by  the  authority  of  four  presidents — by  re- 
peated decisions  of  the  supreme  court — by  the  ac- 
quiescence and  judgment  of  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  during  long  periods  of  time — by  its  salutary 
operation  on  the  interests  of  the  community  for  a 
space  of  forty  years,  and  demanded  by  the  people 
whose  suffrages  placed  president  Tyler  in  that  se- 
cond office  from  whence  he  was  translated  to  the 
first,  that  he  might  have  suppressed  the  promptings 
of  all  personal  pride  of  private  opinion,  if  any  arose 
in  his  bosom,  and  yielded  to  the  wishes  and  wants 
of  his  country.  Nor  do  I believe  that,  in  such  a 
course,  he  would  have  made  the  smallest  sacrifice, 
in  a just  sense,  of  personal  honor,  firmness  or  inde- 
pendence. 

But,  sir,  there  was  still  a third  alternative,  to 
which  I allude  not  because  I mean  to  intimate  that 
it  should  be  embraced,  but  because  I am  reminded 
of  it  by  a memorable  event  in  the  life  of  president 
Tyler.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  after  the  senate 
had  passed  the  resolutions  declaring  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  late  bank  of  the  U. 
States  to  have  been  derogatory  from  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  which  resolulion 
president  then  senator  Tyler,  had  voted,  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Virginia  instructed  the  senators 
from  that  state  to  vote  for  the  expunging  of  that  re- 
solution. Senator  Tyler  declined  voting  in  con- 
formity with  that  instruction,  and  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  This  he  did 
because  he  could  not  conform,  and  did  think  it  right 
to  go  counter,  to  the  wishes  of  those  who  had  plac- 
ed him  in  the  senate.  If,  when  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia, or  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  were  his 
only  constituency,  he  would  not  set  up  his  own  par- 
ticular opinion  in  opposition  to  theirs,  what  ought 
to  be  the  rule  of  his  conduct  when  the  people  of 
26  states — a whole  nation — compose  his  constitu- 
ency? Is  the  will  of  the  constituency  of  one  state 
to  be  respected,  and  that  of  twenty- six  to  be  wholly 
disregarded?  Is  obedience  due  only  to  the  single 
state  of  Virginia?  The  president  admits  that  the 
bank  question  deeply  agitated  and  continues  to 
agitate  the  nation.  It  is  incontestible  that  it  wa3 
the  great,  absorbing  and  controling  question,  in  all 
our  recent  divisions  and  exertions.  I am  firmly 
convinced,  and  it  is  my  deliberate  judgment,  that 
an  immense  majority,  not  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  nation,  desire  such  an  institution.  Ail  doubts 
in  this  respect  ought  to  be  dispelled  by  the  recent 
decisions  of  the  two  houses  of  congress.  I speak 
of  them  as  evidence  of  popular  opinion.  In  the  house 
of  representatives  the  majority  was  131  to  100.  If 
the  house  had  been  full,  and  but  for  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  16th  fundamental  condition,  there  would 
have  been  a probable  majority  of  47.  Is  it  to  be 
believed  that  this  large  majority  of  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  fresh  from  amongst 
them,  and  to  whom  the  president  seemed  inclined, 
in  his  opening  message,  to  refer  this  very  question, 
have  mistaken  the  wishes  of  their  constituents? 

I pass  the  sixteenth  fundamental  condition,  in 
respect  to  the  branching  power,  on  which  I rpgret 
to  feel  myself  obliged  to  say  that  I think  the  presi- 
dent has  commented  with  unexampled  severity, 
and  will)  a harshness  of  language  not  favorable  to 
the  maintenance  of  that  friendly  and  harmonious  in- 
tercourse which  is  so  desirable  between  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  government.  The  president 
could  not  have  been  uninformed  that  every  one  of 
the  twenty-six  senators,  and  every  one  of  the  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  representatives  who  voted  for 
the  bill,  if  left  to  his  own  separate  wishes,  would 
have  preferred  the  branching  power  to  have  been 
conferred  unconditionally,  as  it  was  in  the  charters 
of  the  two  former  banks  of  the  United  States.  In 
consenting  to  the  restrictions  upon  the  exercise  of 
that  power,  he  must  have  been  perfectly  aware 
that  they  were  actuated  by  a friendly  spirit  of  com- 
promise and  concession.  Yet  nowhere  in  his  mes- 
sage does  he  reciprocate  or  return  this  spirit. — 
Speaking  of  the  assent  or  dissent  which  the  clause 
requires,  he  says:  “This  iron  rule  is  to  give  way 
to  no  circumstances — it  is  unbending  ar.d  inflexible. 
It  is  the  language  of  the  master  to  the  vassal.  An 
unconditional  answer  is  claimed  forthwith."  The 
“high  privilege”  of  a submission  of  the  question, 
on  the  part  of  the  state  representatives,  to  their  con- 
stituents, according  to  the  message,  is  denied.  He 
puts  the  cases  ot  a popular  branch  of  a state  legis- 
lature expressing  its  dissent  “by  a unanimous  vote, 
and  its  resolution  may  be  defeated  by  a tie  vote  in 
the  senate,”  and  “both  branches  of  the  legislature 
may  concur  in  a resolution  of  decided  dissent,  and 
yet  the  governor  may  exert  the  veto  power  confer- 
red on  him  by  the  state  constitution,  and  their  le- 


gislative action  be  defeated.”  “The  state  may  af- 
terwards protest  against  such  unjust  inference,  but 
its  authority  is  gone.”  The  president  continues: 
“To  inferences  so  violent,  and  as  they  seem  to  me 
irrational,  I cannot  yield  my  consent.  No  court  of 
justice  would  or  could  sanction  them,  without  re- 
versing all  that  is  established  in  judicial  proceed- 
ing, by  introducing  presumptions  at  variance  with 
fact,  and  inferences  at  the  expense  of  reason.  A 
state  in  a condition  of  duresse  would  be  presumed 
to  speak  as  an  individual,  manacled  and  in  prison, 
might  be  presumed  to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  free- 
dom. Far  better  to  say  to  the  states,  boldly  and 
frankly,  congress  wills,  and  submission  is  demanded.” 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I will  not  ask  whether  these 
animadversions  were  prompted  by  a reciprocal  spirit 
of  amity  and  kindness,  but  I inquire  whether  all  of 
them  are  perfectly  just. 

Beyond  all  question,  those  who  believed  in  the 
constitutional  right  of  congress  to  exercise  the 
branching  power  within  the  states,  unconditionally 
and  without  limitation,  did  make  no  small  conces- 
sion when  they  consented  that  it  should  be  subject- 
ed to  the  restrictions  specified  in  the  compromise 
clause.  They  did  not,  it  is  true,  concede  every 
thing;  they  did  not  absolutely  renounce  the  power 
to  establish  branches  without  the  authority  of  the 
states  during  the  whole  period  of  the  existence  of 
the  charter;  but  they  did  agree  that  reasonable  time 
should  be  allowed  to  the  several  states  to  determine 
whether  they  would  or  would  not  give  their  assent 
to  the  establishment  of  branches  within  their  re- 
spective limits.  They  did  not  think  it  right  to  leave 
it  an  open  question,  for  the  space  of  twenty  years; 
nor  that  a state  should  be  permitted  to  grant  to-day 
and  revoke  to-morrow  its  assent;  nor  that  it  should 
annex  onerous  or  impracticable  conditions  to  its  as- 
sent, but  that  it  should  definitively  decide  the  ques- 
tion, after  the  lapse  of  ample  time  for  full  delibera- 
tion. And  what  was  that  time?  No  state  would 
have  had  less  time  than  four  months,  and  some  of 
them  from  five  to  nine  months  for  consideration. 
Was  it,  therefore,  entirely  correct  for  the  president 
to  say  that  an  “unconditional  answer  is  claimed 
forthwith ?”  Forthwith  means  immediately,  instant- 
ly, without  delay,  which  cannot  be  affirmed  of  a 
space  of  time  varying  from  four  to  nine  months. — 
And  the  president  supposes  that  the  “high  privi- 
lege” of  the  members  of  the  state  legislature  sub- 
mitting the  question  to  their  constituents  is  denied? 
But  could  they  not  at  any  time  during  that  space 
have  consulted  their  constituents? 

The  president  proceeds  to  put  what  I must,  with 
the  greatest  deference  and  respect,  consider  as  ex- 
treme cases.  He  supposes  the  popular  branch  to 
express  its  dissent  by  a unanimous  vote,  which  is 
overruled  by  a tie  in  the  senate.  He  supposes  ttiat 
“both  branches  of  the  legislature  may  concur  in  a 
resolution  of  decided  dissent,  and  yet  the  governor 
may  exert  the  veto  power.”  The  unfortunate  case 
of  the  state  whose  legislative  will  should  be  so 
checked  by  executive  authority,  would  not  be 
worse  than  that  of  the  union,  the  will  of  whose  le- 
gislature, in  establishing  this  bank,  is  checked  and 
controlled  by  the  president. 

But  did  it  not  occur  to  him  that  extreme  cases 
brought  forward  on  the  one  side,  might  be  met  by 
the  extreme  cases  suggested  on  the  other?  Suppose 
the  popular  branch  were  to  express  its  assent  to  the 
establishment  of  a branch  bank  by  a unanimous 
vote,  which  is  overruled  by  an  equal  vote  in  the  se- 
nate. Or  suppose  that  both  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature, by  majorities  in  each  exactly  wanting  one 
vote  to  make  them  two-thirds,  were  to  concur  in  a 
resolution  inviting  the  introduction  of  a branch 
within  the  limits  of  the  state,  and  the  governor  were 
to  exercise  the  veto  power,  and  defeat  the  resolu- 
tion. Would  it  be  very  unreasonable  in  these  two 
cases  to  infer  the  assent  of  the  state  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a branch? 

Extreme  cases  should  never  be  resorted  to.  Hap- 
pily for  mankind,  their  affairs  are  but  seldom  affect- 
ed or  influenced  by  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
rarity  of  their  occurrence. 

The  plain,  simple,  unvarnished  statement  of  the 
case  is  this:  congress  believes  itself  invested  with 
constitutional  power  to  authorise,  unconditionally, 
the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States 
and  branches,  any  where  in  the  United  States,  with- 
out asking  any  other  consent  of  the  states  than  that 
which  is  already  expressed  in  the  constitution.  The 
president  does  not  concur  in  the  existence  of  that 
power,  and  was  supposed  to  entertain  an  opinion 
that  the  previous  assent  of  the  states  was  necessary. 
Heie  was  an  unfortunate  conflict  of  opinion.  Here 
was  a case  for  compromise  and  mutual  concession, 
if  the  difference  could  be  reconciled.  Congress 
advanced  so  far  towards  a compromise  as  to  allow 
the  states  to  express  their  assent  or  dissent,  but 
then  it  thought  that  this  should  be  done  within  some 
limited,  but  reasonable,  time;  and  it  believed,  since 


the  bank  and  its  branches  were  established  for  the 
benefit  of  twenty-six  states,  if  the  authorities  of 
any  one  of  them  really  could  not  make  up  their 
mind  within  that  limited  time  either  to  assent  or 
dissent  to  the  introduction  of  a branch,  that  it  was 
not  unreasonable,  after  the  lapse  of  the  appointed 
time  without  any  positive  action,  one  way  or  the 
other,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  to  proceed  as  if  it 
had  assented.  Now,  if  the  power  contended  for  by 
congress  really  exists,  it  must  be  admitted  that  here 
was  a concession — a concession  according  to  which 
an  unconditional  power  is  placed  under  temporary 
restrictions — a privilege  offered  to  the  states  which 
was  not  extended  to  them  by  either  of  the  charters 
of  the  two  former  banks  of  the  United  States.  And 
I am  totally  at  a loss  to  comprehend  how  the  presi- 
dent reached  the  conclusion  that  it  would  have  been 
“far  better  to  say  to  the  states,  boldly  and  frankly, 
congress  wills,  and  submission  is  demanded.”  Was 
it  better  for  the  states  that  the  power  of  branching 
should  be  exerted  without  consulting  them  at  all? 
Was  it  nothing  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of 
saying  whether  they  desired  branches  or  not?  How 
can  it  be  believed  that  a clause  which  qualifies,  re- 
stricts, and  limits  the  branching  power,  is  more  de- 
rogatory from  the  dignity,  independence,  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  states,  than  if  it  inexorably  refused 
to  the  states  any  power  whatever  to  deliberate  and 
decide  on  the  introduction  of  branches?  Limited 
as  the  time  was,  and  unconditionally  as  they  were 
required  to  expres^ themselves,  still  those  states 
(and  that  probably  would  have  been  the  case  with 
the  greater  number)  that  chose  to  announce  their 
assent  or  dissent  could  do  so,  and  get  or  prevent 
the  introduction  of  a branch.  But  the  president 
remarks  that  “the  state  may  express,  after  the  most 
solemn  form  of  legislation,  its  dissent,  which  may 
from  time  to  time  thereafter  be  repeated,  in  full 
view  of  its  own  interest,  which  can  never  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  wise  and  beneficent  operation  of  this 
government;  and  yet  congress  may,  by  virtue  of  the 
last  proviso,  overrule  its  law,  and  upon  grounds 
which,  to  such  state,  will  appear  to  rest  on  a con- 
structive necessity  and  propriety,  and  nothing 
more.” 

Even  if  the  dissent  of  a state  should  be  overruled, 
in  the  manner  supposed  by  the  president,  how  is  the 
condition  of  that  state  worse  than  it  would  have 
been  if  the  branching  power  had  been  absolutely 
and  unconditionally  asserted  in  the  charter?  There 
would  have  been  at  least  the  power  of  dissenting 
conceded,  with  a high  degree  of  probability  that  if 
the  dissent  were  expressed  no  branch  would  be  in- 
troduced. 

The  last  proviso  to  which  the  president  refers  is 
in  these  words:  “And  provided,  nevertheless,  that 
whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  any  of  the  powers  granted 
by  the  constitution,  to  establish  an  office  or  offices 
in  any  of  the  states  whatever,  and  the  establishment 
thereof  shall  be  directed  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  directors'to  establish  such  office  or  offices 
accordingly.” 

This  proviso  was  intended  to  reserve  a power  to 
congress  to  compel  the  bank  to  establish  branches, 
if  the  establishment  of  them  should  be  necessary  to 
the  great  purposes  of  this  government,  notwith- 
standing the  dissent  of  a state.  If,  for  example,  a 
state  had  once  unconditionally  dissented  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a branch,  and  afterwards  assented,  the 
bank  could  not  have  been  compelled,  without  this 
reservation  of  power,  to  establish  the  branch,  how- 
ever urgent  the  wants  of  the  treasury  might  be. 

The  president,  I think,  ought  to  have  seen,  in  the 
form  and  language  of  the  proviso,  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation in  which  it  was  drawn,  as  I know.  It  does 
not  assert  the  power;  it  employs  the  language  of 
the  constitution  itself,  leaving  every  one  free  to  in- 
terpret that  language  according  to  his  own  sense  of 
the  instrument. 

Why  was  it  deemed  necessary  to  speak  of  its 
being  “ the  language  of  the  master  to  the  vassal,” 
of  “this  iron  rule,”  that  “congress  wills  and  sub- 
mission is  demanded?”  What  is  this  whole  federal 
government  but  a mass  of  powers  abstracted  from 
the  sovereignty  of  the  several  states,  and  wielded 
by  an  organized  government  for  their  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  according  to  the  grants 
of  the  constitution?  These  powers  are  necessarily 
supreme;  the  constitution,  the  acts  of  congress,  aud 
treaties  being  so  declared  by  the  express  words  of 
the  constitution.  Whenever,  therefore,  this  govern- 
ment acts  within  the  powers  granted  to  it  by  the 
constitution,  submission  and  obedience  are  due  from 
all;  from  states  as  well  as  from  persons.  And  if  this 
present  the  image  of  a master  and  a vassal,  of  state 
subjection  and  congressional  domination,  it  is  the 
constitution,  created  or  consented  to  by  the  states, 
that  ordains  these  relations.  Nor  can  it  be  said,  in 
the  contingency  supposed,  that  an  act  ot  congress 
has  repealed  an  act  of  state  legislation.  Undoubt- 
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edly  in  case  of  a conflict  between  a state  constitu- 
tion or  state  law,  and  the  constitution  ot  the  United 
States  or  an  act  of  congress  passed  in  pursuance  of 
it,  the  state  constitution  or  state  law  would  yield. 
But  it  could  not  at  least  be  formally  or  technically 
said  that  the  state  constitution  or  law  was  repealed. 
Its  operation  would  be  suspended  or  abrogated  by 
the  necessary  predominance  of  the  paramount  au- 
thority. 

The  president  seems  to  have  regarded  as  objec- 
tionable that  provision  in  the  clause  which  declares 
that  a branch,  being  once  established,  it  should  not 
afterwards  be  withdrawn  or  removed  without  the 
previous  consent  of  congress.  That  provision  was 
intended  to  operate  both  upon  the  bank  and  the 
states.  And,  considering  the  changes  and  fluctua- 
tions in  public  sentiment  in  some  of  the  states  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  was  the  security  against  them 
to  be  found  in  that  provision  unreasonable?  One 
legislature  might  invite  a branch,  which  the  next 
might  attempt,  by  penal  or  other  legislation,  to 
drive  away.  We  have  had  such  examples  hereto- 
fore; and  I cannot  think  that  it  was  unwise  to  profit 
by  experience.  Besides,  an  exactly  similar  provi- 
sion was  contained  in  the  scheme  of  a bank  which 
was  reported  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
to  which  it  was  understood  the  president  had  given 
his  assent.  But  if  I understand  this  message,  that 
scheme  could  not  have  obtained  his  sanction,  if 
congress  had  passed  it  without  any  alteration  what- 
ever. It  authorised  what  is  farmed  by  the  presi- 
dent local  discounts,  and  he  does  not  believe  the 
constitution  confers  upon  congress  power  to  estab- 
lish a bank  having  that  faculty.  He  says,  indeed, 
“I  regard  the  bill  as  asserting  for  congress  the  right 
to  incorporate  a United  Slates  bank,  with  power 
and  right  to  establish  offices  of  discount  and  depo- 
site  in  the  several  states  of  this  union,  with  or  with- 
out their  consent,-  a principle  to  which  1 have  always 
heretofore  been  opposed , and  which  can  never  obtain 
my  sanction .”  I pass  with  pleasure  from  this  pain- 
ful theme;  deeply  regretting  that  I have  been  con- 
strained so  long  to  dwell  on  it. 

On  a former  occasion  I stated  that,  in  the  event 
of  an  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
legislative  and  executive  departments,  the  point  of 
difference  might  be  developed,  and  it  would  be  then 
seen  whether  they  could  be  brought  to  coincide  in 
any  measure  corresponding  with  the  public  hopes 
and  expectations.  I regret  that  the  president  has 
not,  in  this  message,  favored  us  with  a more  clear 
and  explicit  exhibition  of  his  views.  It  is  suffi- 
ciently manifest  that  he  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
establishment  a new  bank  of  the  United  States 
formed  after  the  two  old  models.  I think  it  is  fairly 
to  be  inferred  that  the  plan  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  could  not  have  received  his  sanction.  He 
is  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  he  has 
returned;  but  whether  he  would  give  his  approba- 
tion to  any  bank,  and,  if  any,  what  sort  of  a bank, 
is  not  absolutely  clear.  I think  it  may  be  collected 
from  the  message,  with  the  aid  or  information  de- 
rived through  other  sources,  that  the  president  would 
concur  in  the  establishment  of  a bank  whose  ope- 
rations should  be  limited  to  dealing  in  bills  of  ex- 
chairge,  to  deposites  and  to  the  supply  of  a circu- 
lation, excluding  the  power  of  discounting  promis- 
sory notes.  And  I understand  that  some  of  our 
friends  are  now  considering  the  practicability  of 
arranging  and  passing  a bill  in  conformity  with  the 
views  of  president  Tyler?  Whilst  I regret  that  I 
can  take  no  active  part  in  such  an  experiment,  and 
must  reserve  to  myself  the  right  of  determining 
whether  I can  or  cannot  vote  for  such  a bill  after  I 
see  it  in  its  matured  form,  I assure  my  friends  that 
♦hey  shall  find  no  obstacle  or  impediment  in  me. 
On  the  contrary,  I say  to  them,  go  on:  God  speed 
you  in  any  measure  which  will  serve  the  country, 
and  preserve  or  restore  harmony  and  concert  be- 
tween the  departments  of  government.  An  exe- 
cutive veto  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  sad  experience  of  late  years,  is  an  event  which 
was  not  anticipated  by  the  political  friends  of  the 
president;  certainly  not  by  me.  But  it  has  come 
upon  us  with  tremendous  weight,  and  amidst  the 
greatest  excitement  within  and  without  the  metro- 
polis. The  question  now  is,  what  shall  be  done? 
What,  under  this  most  embarrassing  and  unexpected 
state  of  things,  will  our  constituents  expect  of  us? 
What  is  required  by  the  duty  and  the  dignity  of 
congress?  I repeat  that  if,  after  a careful  examina- 
tion of  the  executive  message,  a bank  can  be  de- 
vised which  will  afford  any  remedy  to  existing  evils, 
and  secure  the  president’s  approbation,  let  the  pro- 
ject of  such  a bank  be  presented.  It  shall  encoun- 
ter no  opposition,  if  it  should  receive  no  support 
from  me. 

But  what  further  shall  we  do?  Never,  since  I 
have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  participating  in  the  pub- 
lic councils  of  the  nation — a period  now  of  near 
thirty-five  years — have  I met  congress  under  more 


happy  or  more  favorable  auspices.  Never  have  I 
seen  a house  of  representatives  animated  by  more 
patriotic  dispositions — more  united,  more  determin- 
ed, more  business-like.  Not  even  that  house  which 
declared  war  in  1812;  nor  that  which,  in  1815-16, 
laid  broad  and  deep  foundations  of  national  prospe- 
rity, in  adequate  provisions  for  a sound  currency, 
by  the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  for  the 
protection  of  American  industry.  This  house  has 
solved  the  problem  of  the  competency  of  a large 
deliberative  body  to  transact  the  public  business. 
If  happily  there  had  existed  a concurrence  of  opi- 
nion and  cordial  co-operation  between  the  different 
departments  of  the  government,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  party,  we  should  have  carried  every 
measure  contemplated  at  the  extra  session,  which 
the  people  had  a right  to  expect  from  our  pledges, 
and  should  have  been,  by  this  time,  at  our  respec- 
tive homes.  We  are  disappointed  in  one,  and  an 
important  one,  of  that  series  of  measures;  but  shall 
we  therefore  despair?  Shall  we  abandon  ourselves 
to  unworthy  feelings  and  sentiments?  Shall  we  al- 
low ourselves  to  be  transported  by  rash  and  intem- 
perate passions  and  counsels?  Shall  we  adjourn  and 
go  home  in  disgust?  No!  No!  No!  A higher,  no- 
bler and  more  patriotic  career  lies  before  us.  Lei 
us  here,  at  the  east  end  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  do 
our  duty,  our  whole  duty,  and  nothing  short  of  our 
duty,  towards  our  common  country.  We  have  re- 
pealed the  sub-treasury.  We  have  passed  a bank- 
rupt law:  a beneficient  measure  of  substantial  and 
extensive  relief.  Let  us  now  pass  the  bill  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands;  the 
revenue  bill,  and  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  op- 
pressed people  of  this  District.  Let  us  do  all — let 
us  do  every  thing  we  can  for  the  public  good.  If 
we  are  finally  to  be  disappointed  in  our  hopes  of 
giving  to  the  country  a bank  which  will  once  more 
supply  it  with  a sound  currency,  still  let  us  go 
home  and  tell  our  constituents  that  we  did  all  that 
we  could  under  actual  circumstances;  and  that,  if 
we  did  not  carry  every  measure  for  their  relief,  it 
was  only  because  to  do  so  was  impossible.  If  no- 
thing can  be  done  at  this  extra  session  to  put  upon 
a more  stable  and  satisfactory  basis  the  currency 
and  exchanges  of  the  country,  let  us  hope  that  here- 
after some  way  will  be  found  to  accomplish  that 
most  desirable  object,  either  by  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  limiting  and  qualifying  the  enor- 
mous executive  power,  and  especially  the  veto,  or 
by  increased  majorities  in  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress competent  to  the  passage  of  wise  and  saluta- 
ry law3,  the  president’s  objections  nothwithstand- 
ing. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  course  now  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  pursue;  and  by  conforming  to  it, 
whatever  may  be  the  result  of  laudable  endeavors 
now  in  progress  or  in  contemplation  in  relation  to 
a new  attempt  to  establish  a bank,  we  shall  go 
home  bearing  no  self-reproaches  for  neglected  or 
abandoned  duty. 

FISCAL  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  WISE,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

On  the  bill  “to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States,”  delivered  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  Friday,  Au- 
gust 6th,  1841. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  having  concluded 
his  remarks  on  the  16lh  section  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  main 
part  of  my  work  is  done,  and  done  much  better  than 
I could  have  done  it  myself.  The  gentleman  who 
has  just  concluded — to  use  the  language  of  his  own 
compliment  to  me  on  the  distribution  bill — has  raked 
this  compromise  16th  section  from  stem  to  stern; 
he  has  left  neither  spars,  nor  rigging,  nor  hulk?  It 
will  be  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  survey  the  wreck 
of  that  part  of  this  bill  which  his  argument  has  left 
behind.  But  1 have  in  view  other  matter,  and  will 
proceed  to  touch  upon  as  much  of  it  as  Shrewsbury 
clock  will  allow.  I would  give  the  per  diem  of  the 
week  for  two  hours  instead  of  one. 

As  to  the  power  of  congress  to  incorporate  a na- 
tional bank  1 have  no  scruples.  1 never  had.  At 
the  very  beginning  of  my  pa  blic  life  I met  that  ques- 
tion without  any,  the  least  concealment,  without 
reserve,  and  without  defeat.  I met  it  in  a district 
where  the  issue  was  at  first  doubtful,  and  in  a state 
which  has  always  been  certainly  opposed  to  my 
opinions.  These  opinions  have  been  expressed  at 
various  times,  in  private  and  in  public,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  and  particularly  at  the  extra  session 
of  1837,  when  the  independent  treasury  bill  was  de- 
bated in  congress.  I then  took  occasion  to  advocate 
both  the  .constitutionality  and  expediency  of  a na- 
tional bank,  and  to  throw  myself  in  advance  upon 
the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people  whom  I re- 
presented. 


The  proofs  upon  which  I relied  were:  history, 
cotemporaneous  exposition,  the  expedience  of  the 
country,  and  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
Upon  these  I can  now  only  touch.  In  history  in 
general  I have  very  little  faith.  But  the  proofs  of 
history  of  this  question  are  irrefragable.  The  facts 
are  too  recent  and  too  well  known  to  be  doubted  or 
misunderstood,  and  the  witnesses  to  them  too  high 
and  too  sacred  to  be  impeached.  We  know  what 
was  done  before  the  constitution  was  formed,  what 
was  done  at  its  formation,  and  what  has  occurred 
since.  The  constitution  is  in  our  hands,  and  the 
men  who  made  it,  immediately  after  it  was  formed, 
made  the  first  bank  charter.  They  were  not  men 
who  said  one  thing  and  meant  another.  They  were 
no  partisans,  but  patriots.  They  were  Washingtons, 
Madisons  and  Franklins— fathers  of  the  country, 
fathers  of  the  constitution,  fathers  of  science  and 
knowledge,  to  whom  the  Father  of  the  Gods,  hand- 
ed down  from  Heaven  the  very  lightning  of  his 
power!  I firmly  abide  by  the  exposition  of  such 
men — none  of  whom  ever  contradicted  themselves 
on  this  question,  except  those  who  at  first  opposed 
and  afterwards  sanctioned  the  exercise  of  this  pow- 
er to  charter  a bank.  And  their  acts  and  construc- 
tion of  their  own  works  have  ever  since  been  con- 
firmed by  all  the  sanctions  of  every  succeeding  ge- 
neration, by  all  the  authorities  of  the  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  departments  of  government, 
and  by  the  uniform  acquiescence  of  the  popular  will 
under  the  law.  If  the  constitution  was  doubtful, 
this  was  everenough  for  my  conviction.  But  I never 
had  any  difficulty  in  deciding  under  the  constitution 
itself. 

In  1837, 1 presented  all  the  arguments,  old  and 
new,  upon  the  constitutional  question.  I do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  them  again  now.  Nothing  new  has 
ever  been  added  to  the  arguments  of  1791.  But  one 
view  of  reading  one  clause  in  tiie  constitution,  a little 
different  from,  in  being  more  comprehensive  than, 
that  of  others,  I will  barely  touch. 

The  old  postulata  are — 

1st.  Every  power  granted  to  congress  and  every 
duty  imposed  upon  congress  is  specified.  But  the 
means  to  execute  the  powers  and  to  perform  the 
duties  are  not  specified.  They  are  undefined,  and 
left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  congress  restrained 
only  by  the  words  “necessary  and  proper.”  Con- 
gress is  left  a free  option  of  means — free  to  adopt  the 
best  adapted  to  any  or  all  granted  powers  or  ends, 
“necessary”  to  their  accomplishment  or  exercise, 
and  “proper” — that  is,  not  uncongenial  or  inconsis- 
tent with  the  nature  and  form  of  our  government. 
And  to  give  the  word  “necessary”  an  absolute  or 
indispensable  meaning  would  be  to  destroy  all  option 
of  means  whatever. 

2d.  A.specific  enumeration  of  means  was  wisely 
avoided,  or,  rather,  never  vainly  attempted.  For 
such  an  enumeration  would  have  been  infinite  and 
have  required  Omniscience  itself  to  embrace  all  the 
means  to  suit  all  the  ends  and  powers  and  duties  of 
the  government,  throughout  all  times  and  emer- 
gencies, and  their  endless  vicissitudes. 

3d.  As  to  these  means,  too,  congress  was  expressly 
made  independent,  or  self-dependent.  As  far  as 
it  was  given  any  power,  so  far  was  it  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  means  of  its  own  creation  to  exert 
that  power. 

4th.  To  incorporate  a national  bank  is  not  in  itself 
a substantive  power,  but  is  a means  merely  inciden- 
tal to  great  substantive  powers,  and  ends  of  legisla- 
tion “necessary  and  proper”  to  their  execution  or 
accomplishment. 

The  powers  granted  to  congress  to  whicli  this 
means  of  a national  bank  is  usually  made  to  attach 
are — 

1st.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  &c. 

2d.  To  borrow  money,  &c. 

3d.  To  regulate  commerce,  &c. 

4th.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
and  of  foreign  coin,  &.C. 

And  the  chief  duty  of  congress  to  which  it  at- 
taches is,  to  make  “all  duties,  imposts  and  excises 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States.” 

Such  are  the  powers,  and  duty  of  congress.  And 
the  clause  of  the  constitution  which  I read  different- 
ly from  most  others  is  that  which  concludes  the  8th 
section  of  the  first  article: 

“And  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers.” 

Now,  here,  sir,  most  gentlemen  stop  in  their  read- 
ing, and  their  argument  too,  on  this  question.  They 
never  touch  the  subsequent  and  most  important, 
least  studied  and  most  misunderstood  part  of  the 
constitution — the  part  ot  this  clause  which  follows: 
“and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  de- 
partment or  office  thereof.”  Mark  this  phraseology 
throughout — “and  all  other  powers.”  There  are 
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other  powers  besides  those  of  congress,  and  besides 
the  •'foregoing  powers,”  which  are  powers  of  con- 
gress. Again:  “All  other  powers  vested  by  this 
constitution  in  the  government  of  the  U.  Slates” — 
there  is  the  generic  term;  “or  in  any  department” — 
there  is  the  specific  term;  “or  office  thereof  ” — and 
there  is  the  individual  term. 

Then  my  argument  is,  that  if  a bank  can  be  prov- 
ed, or  has  proved  itself,  a “necessary  and  proper” 
means  to  carry  into  execution  “the  foregoing  pow- 
ers,” or  any  of  “all  other  powers  vested  by  the 
constitution  in  the  government,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  office  thereof,”  it  is  constitutional  to  char- 
ter it. 

The  powers  of  congress,  of  the  government  en- 
tire, of  any  department  or  office  thereof,  are  not  all 
enumerated.  An  instance  is,  the  power  to  recog- 
nise a new  nation  of  the  earth.  There  is  a power 
resulting  from  the  very  existence  of  the  government. 
It  is  lodged  in  congress  by  this  clause.  There  is 
the  power  to  keep  and  control  the  public  money.  It 
is  nowhere  expressly  given,  yet  it  belongs  to  con- 
gress. To  keep  that  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  congress  must  interpose  some  hand  of  the 
law.  I could  never  think  of  any  other  than  a cor- 
poration or  creature  of  some  sort  like  a national 
bank.  And  there  is  the  power  to  organize  a trea- 
sury department,  with  its  various  offices,  to  which 
this  means  of  a national  bank  seems  most  essential- 
ly necessary  and  proper,  or  it  may  be  made  a part 
of  the  very  organization  of  such  a department  and 
its  offices.  What  is  there  to  prevent  it?  No  form  of  a 
department  is  given  in  the  constitution.  But  to  the 
powers  and  duties  of  such  a department  and  its  of- 
fices, no  matter  how  organized  sue!)  a means  seems 
more  necessarily  and  properly  to  attach  than  to  any 
of  the  “foregoing  powers”  of  congress — such  as  the 
duties  and  powers  of  keeping,  transferring  and  dis- 
bursing.public  money,  without  loss,  and  with  the 
least  cost  and  inconvenience  of  its  officers  and  to 
the  people.  And  there  is  a power  of  congress  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
not  enumerated  in  the  “foregoing  powers,”  to  which 
a bank  can  much  more  properly  and  necessarily  at- 
tach than  can  disti  ibution. 

Thus,  sir,  my  views  enlarge  the  extent  and  num- 
ber of  powers  and  duties  to  which  this  means  at- 
taches as  necessary  and  proper.  For  its  necessity  and 
propriety  I look  alone  to  experience,  that  best  of  all 
teachers.  Fiona  that  teacher  I learnt  its  value, 
especially  to  the  south — that  section  which  I argued 
to  be  more  interested  in  a sound,  safe  and  uniform 
currency  Jhan  any  other  portion  of  the  country  not 
agricultural,  and  not  so  far  distant  from  the  great 
point  of  importation,  where  “hangs  up  the  barome- 
ter of  exchange.” 

Upon  these  grounds  I stood  in  1S37,  have  ever 
stood,  and  there  I now  stand.  I have  not  changed 
a particle  in  principle  upon  the  subject,  nor  shall  I 
change  from  the  practical  course  to  which  I have 
heretofore  committed  myself. 

In  1837  two  practical  questions  or  votes  were  put 
to  me  on  this  subject,  and  the  action  I maintained 
then  I mean  to  maintain  now.  What  were  these 
votes,  and  what  was  that  action?  The  committee 
of  ways  and  means  then  reported  a resolution  declar- 
ing that  it  was  “inexpedient  to  establish  a national 
bank.”  To  that  resolution  I proposed  the  following 
amendment — (see  cong.  debates,  vol.  14,  part  1,  page 
936) — to  add  the  words: 

“At  this  time.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  it 
will  be  expedient  to  establish  a national  bank  when- 
ever there  is  a clear  manifestation  of  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  such  a measure.” 

Upon  this  amendment,  at  a subsequent  day  (see 
id.  vol.  14,  part  2,  page  1,221),  I made  these  re- 
marks: 

“The  friends  of  a national  bank  are  waiting  for 
‘the  moving  of  the  waters;’  they  are  not  ready  to 
bring  forward  their  plans  in  a positive  form;  they 
have  no  notion  of  standing  up  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing knocked  down.” 

Again:  the  same  committee  brought  forward  its 
independent  treasury  bill,  and  discussing  that  and 
this  subject  together,  I said: 

“I  shall  wait  for  the  troubling  of  the  waters,  for 
the  healing  of  the  people,  for  their  voices  to  come 
up  as  a strong  man  for  radical  relief  of  the  country, 
its  constitution,  Us  currency,  its  liberty.” — (Id.  page 
1,674). 

I voted  against  both  the  resolution  and  the  bill  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  1837.  Neither 
of  these  votes  would  I undo  if  I could,  and  by  all 
the  declarations  I then  made  I now  abide. 

Now  what  did  these  declarations  mean,  and  what 
course  for  me  to  pursue  did  they  indicate? 

Sir,  on  the  27th,  2Sth  and  29th  days  of  January, 
1841,  for  three  days  I spoke  earnestly  against  this 
called,  this  dog-day  session.  My  third  reason  against 
it  was: 


“To  prevent,  during  the  present  year,  a premature 
agitation  of  the  national  bank  question,”  &c. — (See 
p.  3,  ol  speech). 

At  page  8th  I said: 

“Sir,  I yield  to  no  man  in  friendship  to  a proper- 
ly organized,  properly  located,  and  well  managed 
national  bank.  And,  as  a friend  to  that  measure,  I 
inveigh  especially  against  urging  it  prematurely, 
and  in  the  midst  of  pressure.  If  you  press  it  loo 
eagerly,  too  hastily,  at  the  wrong  time,  you  will  lose 
the  question  for  twenty  years  to  come.  Sir,  I have 
no  idea  that  either  of  these  measures  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  a called  session,  and  be  pushed  through  in 
the  haec  hoc  hurry  of  political  juggling.  They  all 
require  time  and  reflection.” 

At  page  36th  I said: 

“As  to  the  best  mode  of  giving  to  the  country  a 
safe,  sound  and  uniform  currency,  my  opinions  are 
well  known  to  those  who  know  any  thing  about  my 
opinions  at  all.  With  Mr.  Madison,  I believe  that 
a national  bank  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  must, 
try  whatever  other  experiments  you  please,  be  re- 
sorted to  in  the  end.  I believe  such  an  institution 
not  only  constitutional  and  expedient,  but,  as  a 
southern  man  and  a state  rights  man,  l support  it 
as  the  best  friend  of  the  south,  which  is  more  in- 
jured by  a bad  currency  than  any  other  section  of 
the  country,  and  as  the  only  means  of  creating  a 
hand  of  the  law  for  the  legislative  department,  to 
keep  the  legislative  power  of  the  custody  and  the 
control  of  the  public  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
executive.  The  executive  has  ursurped  that  power 
by  snatching  the  public  money  from  the  vaults  of  a 
national  bank.  I would  create  a national  bank  for 
the  purpose  of  restoring  to  congress  its  constitu- 
tional fiscal  power,  if  for  no  other  purpose.  That 
is  one  of  the  best  modes  of  reducing  executive  pa- 
tronage. But  my  views  on  this  question  were  deli- 
vered at  length  at  the  extra  session  of  1837.  Now’, 
1 will  only  say  that  I will  vote  for  such  an  institu- 
tion if  it  be  brought  forward  at  the  right  time,  if  it 
be  properly  organized,  and  be  located  at  the  proper 
place — and  that  proper  place  with  me  will  be  as  far 
as  1 can  get  it  from  the  contaminating  and  dange- 
rous influences  of  stockjobbing  and  brokers.” 

Here,  then,  are  my  opinions  and  my  course,  fully 
set  forth  in  advance.  I will  wait  “the  moving  and 
troubling  of  the  waters!”  And  what  does  that  mean? 
It  means  that  the  bank  or  a bank  is  an  “impotent 
man,”  which  has  had  an  infirmity  for  more  than 
thirty  and  eight  years;  an  infirmity  worse  than  lepro- 
sy to  any  measure  in  this  country,  and  especially  to 
one  which  depends  upon  any  thing  so  delicate  as 
credit  for  its  vitality  and  vigor — the  infirmity  of  a 
want  of  popular  confidence. 

For  reasons  of  that  infirmity,  another  and  another 
“steppeth  down  before”  it,  though  the  “angel”  has 
again  and  again  come  down  into  the  pool  and  “trou- 
bled the  water.”  It  has  no  man,  when  the  water  is 
troubled,  to  put  it  into  the  pool  “by  the  sheep  mar- 
ket, which  is  called  by  the  Hebrew  tongues  Be- 
tliesda,  having  five  porches.”  And  there  is  no  Om- 
nipotence passing  by  to  say,  not  “step  thou  down 
into  the  pool;”  no,  Omnipotance  never  so  speak- 
eth — but  Omnipotence  to  say,  “rise  take  up  thy  bed 
and  walk!”  No,  sir,  no!  But,  passing  by  a poor 
fallible  mortal,  like  the  sinner  who  now  addresses 
himself  to  this  question,  would  humbly  imitate  di- 
vine goodness  and  wisdom,  not  divine  power,  by 
asking  this  impotent  man,  “wilt  thou  be  made 
whole?”  And  supposing  the  answ’er  to  be,  “I  would 
be  made  whole!”  I would  answer,  wait,  though 
you  have  been  a long  time  in  this  case,  lie  a yet  lon- 
ger time  for  the  “troubling  of  the  water;”  or  tor  your 
Saviour  to  see  you  lie  in  this  case.  And  who  is 
this  impotent  man?  Saviour?  Sir,  the  people!  The 
people  alone  can  say  unto  this  impotent  man,  “rise, 
take  up  thy  bed  and  walk!”  And  when  thatpower 
bids  him  rise,  immediately  he  will  be  made  whole, 
and  take  up  his  bed  and  walk.  And  it  will  matter 
not  then  whether  “on  the  same  day  was  the  Sab- 
bath;” for  then  the  question  of  time  will  not  occur, 
lor  “nullum  tempus  occurrit  regi.”  When  the 
people  have  settled  the  question,  have  healed  the 
infirmity,  then  will  there  be  no  reason  for  stepping 
into  the  pool,  or  lor  waiting  until  the  troubling  of  the 
waters. 

To  drop  all  figures  of  speech,  there  is  nothing  in 
which  1 am  firmer  fixed  in  opinion  now  than  that 
the  most  essential  element  of  a national  bank  is  po- 
pular confidence.  On  that  it  can  alone  rest  in  peace 
and  permanent  security,  and  based  on  that  alone  can 
it  be  a blessing  to  the  country,  and  a useful  agent 
and  friend  to  the  laws.  It  must  not  be  forced  into 
existence,  so  as  to  produce  party  agitation  and  to 
rouse  popular  resentment.  If  it  is  thus  driven  into 
being  by  a temporary  majority,  doubtful  in  its  cha- 
racter, the  effects  will  be  more  dangerous  than  salu- 
tary, and  more  to  be  dreprecatcd  than  desired,  even 
by  the  friends  of  such  an  institution. 


If  this  bill  passes,  can  it  be  said  to  have  passed  by 
the  votes  of  a majority  of  congress?  There  is  one 
vacancy  in  the  senate,  and  it  is  doubtful  who  that 
vacancy  would  be  filled  by — a friend  or  foe.  Two 
votes  were  withheld,  which  were  present  in  the  city, 
which  it  was  well  known  would  have  been  given 
against  the  16th  section  of  the  bill,  without  which 
two  other  votes  could  not  have  been  carried  for  the 
bill.  By  the  absence  of  three  halves  of  state  sove- 
reignties, this  bill  has  been  dodged,  if  not  driven 
through  one  branch  of  congress.  Will  the  people 
be  satisfied  with  this  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
states? 

Again:  two  of  the  states  of  this  union  are  not  re- 
presented on  this  floor  at  all.  Gentlemen  need  not 
say  that  there  are  votes  enough  here  to  pass  the  bill 
without  their  votes,  or  that  the  true  will  of  the  states 
is  not  lairly  represented  in  the  other  end  of  the  capi- 
tol.  All  these  facts  are  elements  of  strife;  are  fuel 
for  the  fire  of  agitation;  are  pretexts  for  that  fearful 
cry  of  demolition,  repeal'  repeal!  repeal!  I cannot 
say  what  will  be  the  termination  of  that  struggle  for 
repeal,  if  it  ever  begins  and  rages  as  I fear  it  would 
if  a bank  bill  passes  without  a more  decisive  mani- 
festation of  the  popular  and  state  wills  than  we  have 
had  or  can  have  at  this  session.  I will  say,  howe- 
ver, that  though,  with  my  constitutional  views,  it  is 
absurd  to  talk  about  repealing  an  unconstitutional 
law;  because  repeal  is  a legislative  act,  which  would 
admit  the  binding  force  and  obligation  of  the  law  re- 
pealed, and  the  law,  if  it  be  unconstitutional,  is  null 
and  void  without  repeal;  yet,  if  I believed  this  or  any 
law  to  be  unconstitutional,  I could  not  apply  to  it 
the  doctrines  of  vested  rights — no  rights  could  be 
vested  under  it,  because  there  would  be  no  law  to 
vest  any  thing  at  all.  And  is  there  no  mode  to  test 
its  constitutionality,  without  admitting  it  by  “re- 
peal?” Yes.  By  the  supreme  court.  Ay,  that  tri- 
bunal is  a lion  in  the  path.  It  is  a roaring  lion. 

Would  I trust  my  stock  to  it  as  now  constituted? 

Beware!  I would  not  for  the  world  assail  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  ermine  of  that  tribunal;  but  the  opinions 
and  actions  of  men  are  known,  and  the  sanctity  of 
the  ermine  cannot  change  the  character  of  the  men. 
May  we  not  wait  until  the  waters  there  too  be  trou- 
bled? Can  we  charter  at  a venture,  or  purchase 
stock  at  a venture,  upon  what  may  be  its  opinions? 
Who  removed  Duane?  Who  removed  thedeposites? 
Upon  what  grounds?  Who  have  since  been  appoint- 
ed on  that  supreme  bench?  How  many?  By  whom? 
Count — wait! 

What  if,  for  these  reasons,  the  bidders  for  stock 
be  few?  The  government  may  take  another  third, 
we  are  told,  by  the  bill.  Then  the  government 
w’ould  hold  too  much  stock.  I could  not  vote  for 
the  general  government  to  hold  two-thirds  of  the 
stock.  I believe  in  the  following  resolution — (See 
Register  Debates,  vol.  14th,  part  1,  page  936): 

“Mr.  Bell  (the  present  secretary  of  war)  then 
laid  on  the  table  the  following,  to  be  submitted  as  an 
amendment  (to  the  resolution  declaring  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  establish  a national  bank  in  1837): 

“And  that  the  adoption  of  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  president  for  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  through  the  agency  of  sub- 
treasuries, by  means  of  which  the  public  moneys 
would  be  under  the  unchecked  control  of  officers 
holding  their  places  at  the  will  of  the  executive,  and 
often  his  mere  creatures  and  dependants,  or  the  es- 
tablishment of  a national  bank,  or  any  fiscal  system 
in  the  nature  of  a bank,  founded  opon  the  credit  and 
revenues  of  the  government,  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  a free  constitution,  and  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  country.” 

What  if  all  the  private  stock  should  be  taken  and 
the  bank  should  go  into  operation  in  the  midst  of 

agitation?.  What  would  be  the  consequences? 

Either  that  it  would,  if  warred  upon  by  the  govern- 
ment or  a strong  party,  by  king  one  or  king  many — 
king  one  I say,  for  the  present  pure  and  patriotic 
president  cannot  last  throughout  three  lifetimes, 
twenty-one  years,  until  this  charter  expires — belike 
a land-terrapin,  when  touched,  contract  all  its  feet 
and  head  in  its  shell,  do  no  business,  issue  not  and 
discount  not  at  all,  and  become  wholly  inefficient 
and  inert,  to  lie  in  the  way  of  the  wheels  of  power  to 
be  crushed;  or,  it  would  be  com'pelled  to  unite  with 
power,  unite  its  money  capital  with  political  capi- 
tal, or  war  with  both,  and  be  in  either  case  a curse 
of  corruption  to  itself,  the  government  and  the  whole 
country!  This  we  know  would  be  its  fate,  from  the 
experience  of  the  past.  And  therefore  I wait  awhile 
upon  the  people.  My  constituents  are  as  united  on 
this  question  as  a district  can  be.  Why  may  I not, 
then,  act  on  their  will  alone?  1 may.  But  before  I 
vote  for  a bank  charter  I must  be  sure  that  they  get 
a blessing  and  not  a curse.  And  I must  have  a de- 
cided majority  of  the  whole  nation  concurring  with 
them  before  I can  be  sure  of  that.  I cannot  commit 
their  interests  to  any  doubtful  issues  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  bank  must  be  permanently  founded,  not 
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to  be  disturbed  by  popular  revulsions  and  party  pas- 
sions. We  cannot  abide  that  uncertain  sea  and  its 
awlul  storms.  When  the  bank  may  commence  its 
career  in  peace  and  in  confidence — when  the  people 
in  their  sovereign  power  have  decided  that  it  may 
and  shall  exist  undisturbed,  then  We  will  gladly  ven- 
ture on  its  existence,  and  not  until  then  ever  again. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  people  have  already  de- 
cided this;  that  it  was  settled  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  in  the  last  elections.  I do  not  think  so. — 
There  were  so  many  issues  in  that  election  that  it  is 
difficult  to  say  what  one  was  decided.  There  were 
different  issues  at  different  places.  Every  thing 
was  involved,  in  fact,  in  that  election.  It  rather 
embraced,  I should  say,  fundamental  questions  than 
any  mere  questions  of  administrative  policy.  Every 
where,  when  I addressed  the  people,  1 urged  upon 
them  that  banks,  tariffs,  public  lands,  and  all  mere 
issues  of  policy  or  construction,  sunk  into  insignifi- 
cance before  the  great  social  and  moral  principles 
involved  in  that  struggle  for  reform.  They  were 
told  every  where  that  common  honesty,  economy, 
public  virtue  and  official  integrity  and  purity  were 
above  all  banks  or  other  questions  of  that  sort.  And 
if  called  to  say  what  was  decided,  my  answer  would 
be,  “the  people  felt  and  were  convinced  that  they 
were  misgoverned,  and  their  power  abused;  that  de- 
falcation had  become  too  common;  corruption  too 
much  the  order  of  the  day;  that  economy  and  ho- 
nesty were  wanting,  and  that  the  leading  measure 
of  the  then  administration — the  sub-treasury — was 
dangerous  and  despotic,  and  should  be  repealed;  that 
they  determined  upon  a change  of  servants,  and  to 
allow  another  set  of  men  to  try  to  reform  abuses,  and 
right  the  ship  of  state;  to  try  in  their  own  way,  and 
to  be  responsible  for  their  acts.”  This  was  what 
was  decided.  And  upon  the  party  which  the  peo- 
ple brought  into  power  I have  a commentary  to 
make.  Its  motto  was  “Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too!” 
A friend  remarked  to  me  the  other  day  that  this 
motto  proves  “there  is  truth  in  poetry.”  It  is  the 
text  to  preach  from.  It  describes  the  rationale  of 
success  in  the  election.  It  gives  the  stipulation  of 
the  bond  of  union  among  the  whigs.  It  indicates 
what  were  their  differences  and  compromises;  and, 
lastly,  what  should  be  their  couise,  if  they  would  be 
wise  and  remain  strong  in  place  and  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people. 

Let  us  discuss  the  terms  of  this  text,  “Tippeca- 
noe.” This  term  was  the  sign  and  representative 
of  one  class  of  politicians.  It  is  true  that  it  stood  for 
the  name  of  gen.  Harrison.  He  originally  had  been 
a Jeffersonian  republican,  and  certainly  in  1822  had 
expressly  denied  the  constitutionality  of  a bank  of 
the  United  States.  But  afterwards  he  became  unit- 
ed with  vVhat  was  thought  to  be  the  federal  or  latitu- 
dinarian  party,  in  1828.  And  he  was  the  very  first 
of  that  party,  next  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  whom 
gen.  Jackson  turned  out  of  office,  by  recalling  him 
from  a foreign  mission.  He  thus  became  identified 
with  the  discarded  coalition  of  that  date.  He  ne- 
ver, so  far  as  I knew,  avowed  any  change  in  his 
opinion  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank. — 
True,  he  did  say  that  he  would  sign  a chatter  when- 
ever, or  if  it  was  made  apparent,  it  was  necessary 
and  proper.  So  Mr.  Jefferson  himself  said  before 
him.  But  neither  ever  said,  so  far  as  I ever  heard, 
that  he  did  think  it  necessary  and  proper,  and  that 
he  would  accordingly  give  it  his  sanction.  But 
still,  however  doubtful  or  clear  may  have  been  his 
opinions,  known  or  unknown,  on  this  point,  it  is 
not  to  be  disguised  that  in  him  were  fixed  the  hopes 
of  those  in  the  whig  party  who  had  been  known  as 
the  national  republicans  of  1828.  “Tippecanoe,” 
then,  was  not  only  another  name  for  gen.  Harrison, 
but  it  was  the  “sign”  and  watchword  in  this  motto 
of  that  portion  of  the  whigs  who  had  been  but  short- 
ly before  known  as  the  nationals. 

The  nationals  in  1833  had  dropped  their  name. — 
Another  would  “smell  as  sweet. * This  they  did 
because  nullification  in  1831-’32,  and  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  in  1833,  had  driven  off  from  the 
Jackson  party  a large  portion  of  republicans,  with 
whom  they  wished  to  unite.  The  Jackson  party 
had  appropriated  the  name  of  democrat;  the  retreat- 
ing republicans  of  1833  would  not  endure  the  name 
of  nationals;  the  nationals  were  glad  enough  to  drop 
a name  which  had  lost  its  odor,  and  the  opposition, 
composed  then  of  the  two  latter  parties,  united  in  a 
common  cause  upon  the  name  whig. 

This  union  was  not  at  first  complete.  There  was 
from  the  beginning  mutual  jealousy  and  distrust. — 
The}'  could  no  more  mix  than  “oil  and  vinegar.” — 
They  fought  in  1838  in  different  squads:  the  repub-, 
lican  whigs  under  the  banner  of  that  nomen  venara- 
bile — that  American  Cato,  and  civilian  and  states- 
man— Hugh  L.  White;  the  national  whigs  under 
that  illustrious  soldier,  Wm.  Henry  Harrison:  and 
they  were  defeated.  Defeat  taught  them  that,  to  be 
strong,  they  must  be  undivided.  And  a new  acces- 
sion of  strength  coming  in  daily,  as  auxiliaries,  un- 


der the  name  of  conservatives — a party  driven  out 
by  those  whom  they  called  the  loco  foco  destruc- 
tives in  the  Van  Buren  party — coming  out  from 
among  them,  as  the  old  song  of  Jawbone  has  it, 
“One  by  one  and  two  by  two — ” 
new  hopes  were  revived,  and  a strong  union  was 
formed.  It  became  my  luck  to  describe  that  union 
“a  union  of  the  whigs  for  the  sake  of  the  union;”  a 
sentiment  by  which  I still  stand  in  the  two  senses  I 
uttered  it  at  first:  a union  “for  the  sake  of  the 
union.”  Not  a union  for  party,  for  proscription,  for 
power;  but  a union,  holy  and  sacred,  for  the  good  of 
the  country.  Not  a union  for  the  sake  of  one  man, 
in  or  out  of  the  presidency,  or  his  followers,  nation- 
als or  republicans,  or  conservative  whigs;  but  a 
union  for  the  sake  of  all  three  and  more — for  the 
sake  of  all  parties,  embracing  even  locos  and  de- 
structives! This  was  the  patriotic  sense  and  prima- 
ry sense  of  that  sentiment.  And  I have  not  depart- 
ed from  it  in  that  sense  and  in  no  sense.  For,  the 
second  sense  was  not  seen,  and  was  a party  sense. 
I meant  for  the  sake  of  the  union  of  the  whigs,  as 
well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  union  of  the  country,  in  a 
secondary  sense.  That  is,  that  whigs  should  really 
compromise  their  old  feelings  and  sentiments,  and 
not  proscribe  each  other,  for  the  sake  of  remaining 
united.  I meant  that  they  should  strive  together  to 
yield  up,  on  a common  altar,  some  portions  of  past 
differences,  in  order  that  they  might  derive  strength 
and  perpetuity  of  party  from  the  bond  of  union. — 
And  this  they  each  and  all  impliedly  pledged  them- 
selves to  do  in  the  motto — 

“Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too.’’ 

“Tyler  too.”  These  words  were  each  significant. 
The  word  “Tippecanoe”  preceded  them,  because 
the  nationals  were  the  more  numerous  portion  of 
the  whigs.  By  numbers  they  were  entitled  to  have 
their  name  to  precede,  their  man  to  preside.  But 
without  “the  republican  portion  of  the  whig  party” 
they  could  not  conquer,  and  therefore  they  were 
compelled  to  add  to  “Tippecanoe”  the  “Tyler  too.” 
“In  hoc  vince!”  With  this  union, this  combination, 
the  various  classes  of  whigs  did  conquer.  Novem- 
ber came;  the  election  decided  their  victory.  The 
ides  of  March  came,  and  “Tippecanoe  and  Tyler 
too”  were  installed. 

And  not  only  was  “Tippecanoe”  installed,  but 
“Tyler  too.”  Not  only  was  “Tippecanoe”  voted 
for,  but  “Tyler  too.”  Not  only  were  the  principles 
of  “Tippecanoe”  to  be  respected  and  observed,  but 
those  of  “Tyler  too.”  And  what  were  the  princi- 
ples of  “Tyler  too?”  They  were  not  left  in  doubt. 
They  were  republican.  They  were  the  principles 
of  “state  rights”  and  “strict  construction;”  they 
were  opposed  to  the  constitutionality  of  a bank  of 
the  U.  States,  of  a protective  tariff,  and  every  thing 
federal  and  latitudinarian.  The  stipulation,  then, 
was  not  to  deride  and  scoff  at  these  principles,  but 
to  respect  and  cherish,  and  not  destroy  them;  and 
the  main  stipulation  was  not  to  press  upon  their  ad- 
vocates ultra  issues  of  any  kind,  and  then  proscribe 
them  for  not  deserting  or  for  defending  their  princi- 
ples. This  was  the  compromise,  and  the  course 
was  clear  to  be  pursued.  To  take  time  for  concili- 
ation, and  for  the  maturity  of  measures,  and  not  to 
hurry  into  a system  to  revolutionize  the  policy  of 
the  government  too  suddenly.  The  republican 
whigs  were  themselves  divided  into  two  classes  on 
this  subject — those  who  believed  in  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a bank  charter,  and  those  who  did  not. 
Of  the  former  I was  one;  but  though  I had  no  scru- 
ples on  the  subject  myself,  I was  never  one  of  those 
who  did  not  respect  the  scruples  of  others.  And 
under  the  bonds  of  the  whig  union,  I,  for  one,  feel 
bound  and  pledged  to  respect  the  scruples  of  the 
other— of  “ Tyler  too.” 

“Tyler  too”  was  the  sign  and  representative  of 
the  “republican  portion  of  the  whigparty.”  “Tip- 
pecanoe” is  dead,  “Tyler  too,”  yet  liveth,  and  the 
“republican  portion  of  the  whig  party”  has  it  in  its 
own  power  to  compel  respect,  if  not  toleration.  Of 
“the  republican  portion  of  the  whig  party,”  and  yet 
for  the  constitutionality  of  a United  States  bank,  I 
may  well  claim  to  be  one  of  the  fair  arbiters  of  this 
vexed  question.  What  do  I say,  then?  Do  not  press 
upon  the  “Tylers  too”  these  ultra  issues.  If  the 
bank  question  is  lost  now,  it  will  be  for  twenty  years 
to  come!  This  I repeat,  as  I said  it  in  January, 
1841.  Violate  your  pledges  of  1840  to  your  compa- 
triots in  the  struggle  of  that  year,  and  you  may  lose 
this  great  and  vital  question  for  twenty  years  to 
come,  and  may  be  left  as  prostrate,  supine,  power- 
less and  pitiless  as  you  were  in  1828!  1 beseech 

you  not  to  adopt  such  doctrines  and  motives  of  con- 
duct as  are  assigned  in  the  national  organ  of  the  3d 
instant: 

“But  what  security  have  we  for  the  permanent 
ascendency  of  the  whigs  in  the  nation  and  in  the 
public  councils?  Every  thing  human,  like  every 
thing  else  in  nature,  is  subject  to  change.  Beneath 


the  influence  of  time  and  the  elements,  the  most 
stately  edifice  crumbles  into  dust.  The  loftiest  oak 
of  the  forest,  when  the  tempest  rises  in  its  fury,  is 
compelled  to  bow  his  stately  bead,  and,  in  spite  of 
his  “hundred  arms  so  strong,”  to  yield  his  leafy  ho- 
nors to  the  plain.  Are  we  not  subject  also  to  moral 
tempests,  as  well  as  atmospherical?  Have  we  not  in 
our  day  experienced  them?  Have  we  not  seen  our 
brightest  hopes  blasted  by  them?  Ought  any  great 
and  good  and  valuable  measure,  that  is  now  within 
our  power,  to  be  subjected  to  the  hazard  of  a recur- 
rence of  such  political  revolutions  as  we  have  our- 
selves heretofore  witnessed?  Is  it  wise,  is  it  politic, 
is  it  safe,  to  put  off  to  a future  day  a measure  of  such 
vast  importance,  and  fraught  with  so  much  promise 
as  that  whose  adoption  we  are  urging,  when  we  can 
now,  accomplish  it?” 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this?  Not  “to  make  hay 
whilst  the  sun  shines?”  No!  That  is  a wise  and 
prudent  maxim  of  the  husbandman.  But  I hope  it 
means  not  to  snatch,  whilst  you  have  the  power  to 
do  so,  measures  which  the  people  may  not  approve! 
I oppose  this  heresy  by  the  counter  advice  to  move 
cautiously,  and  wait  for  the  movements  of  the  people. 
Snatch  nothing  from  them,  but  abide  their  gracious 
pleasure  to  give. 

The  people  have  not  yet  decided  this  question  in 
favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  a bank,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  message  to  us,  says 
that  they  have  expressly  decided  against  its  charter. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  a president,  believing  both  that 
a bank  is  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  people  too 
have  decided  against  it,  may  waive  the  constitutional 
question,  take  that  as  no  question,  and  upon  the 
principle  of  “stare  decisis,”  following  the  illustrious 
example  of  Mr.  Madison,  sign  a charter  or  bill  au- 
thorising the  charter  of  a national  bank.  Certainly 
a president  may  do  this;  but  is  he  justifiable  upon 
the  principle  assumed? 

I do  not  pretend  to  say  that  Mr.  Madison  was  not 
justifiable,  because  my  opinion  has  ever  been,  and 
still  is,  that  he  had  in  fact  changed  his  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  propriety,  and  necessity,  and  consti- 
tutionality of  a United  States  bank.  I will  not  stop 
to  show  this  from  his  writings;  but  I do  undertake 
to  say  that  he  was  justifiable  on  no  other  ground 
than  this.  In  other  words,  if  he  had  not  in  fact 
changed  his  opinion  on  the  point  of  constitutionality, 
no  principle  of  “stare  decisis”  could  justify  him  in 
sanctioning  what  he  still  thoughtan  unconstitutional 
law.  I speak  now  in  reference  to  his  sanction,  with 
his  opinion  still  unchanged,  still  against  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  law. 

I say  that  no  president,  believing  any  law  to  be 
unconstitutional,  is  justifiable  in  conscience  in  sanc- 
tioning that  law.  The  principle  of  “stare  decisis” 
cannot  justify  him.  That  principle  cannot  justify 
him,  because  it  applies  only,  and  can  only  apply,  to 
the  execution  of  laws  by  a president,  and  not  to  the 
passage  of  laws. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant), met  this  question  with  equal  ability  and 
fairness.  He  did  not  pretend  that  the  decision  of 
the  people,  the  decision  of  congress,  or  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court,  wa3  in  any  sense  binding  upon 
the  conscience  of  a president  to  sign  a bill  which, 
under  previous  and  expired  legislation,  had  been 
declared  by  all  these  decisions  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional; but  urged  that  such  decisions  were  properly 
to  be  received  as  a final  settlement  of  the  question, 
and  the  question  was  to  be  considered  as  no  longer 
existing.  This  is  the  extent  to  which  he  went.  I 
confess  that,  though  l differ  from  him,  his  argument 
was  powerful  to  reach  the  end  he  aimed  at,  as  he 
said,  “to  set  the  president  free  from  the  trammels  of 
his  own  individual  convictions.”  The  position  is  a 
very  strong  one,  indeed,  that  uniform  and  concur- 
rent decisions,  popular,  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial,  may  set  a man  free  from  his  oath  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  United  States!  Sir,  this 
must  be  an  error.  The  gentleman  denies  that  the 
president  swears  to  support  the  constitution  and  to 
execute  the  laws  “as  he  understands  them.”  This  I 
admit,  as  far  as  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  of  the 
constitution  is  concerned.  He  cited  the  case  of  the 
citizen  who  fails  or  refuses  to  obey  what  be  deems 
an  unconstitutional  law — the  marshal  whoshould  re- 
fuse to  execute  what  he  deems  unconstitutional  pro- 
cess. Sir,  it  is  not  the  province  of  the  citizen  or  mar- 
shal to  judge  or  decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of 
an  existing  law.  The  citizen  must  obey  the  law  pass- 
ed by  the  legislature,  and  decided  to  be  law  by  the 
tribunals  of  justice  appointed  under  the  constitu- 
tion to  decide  what  is  law.  It  is  not  his  province 
to  judge  upon  the  validity  of  laws  at  all,  except  at 
the  polls.  There  he  may  enforce  his  opinion  by  his 
vote.  But  until  the  law  expires,  is  repealed,  or  its 
unconstitutionality  be  decided  by  the  courts,  he  is 
guilty  of  treason  or  rebellion  if  he  resists  its  execu- 
tion. But  here  let  me  add  that  one  of  the  wise  ob- 
jects of  the  veto  provision  in  the  constitution  was  to 
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prevent  the  passage  of  laws  which  might  bring  the 
consequences  of  constructive  treason  down  upon  the 
citizen.  The  tariff  controversy  in  South  Carolina 
might  illustrate  this.  Again:  the  marshal  is  but 
merely  a ministerial  officer.  He  has  no  province 
to  judge,  but  must  execute  merely.  So  even  with 
a president  of  the  United  States.  Under  an  exist- 
ing law,  passed  already,  he  is  merely  an  executive 
officer.  He  has  no  power  to  judge  whether  an  ex- 
isting law  be  constitutional.  He  is  sworn  to  take 
care  that  the  laws,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  opi- 
nion about  their  validity  or  the  decisions  respecting 
them,  are  faithfully  executed.  The  inferior  judges 
even  in  the  courts,  and  the  succeeding  supreme 
judges,  are  in  principle  bound  by  the  decisions  of 
the  courts  during  the  existence  of  a law  in  being. 
If  a president  were  to  assume  to  annul  and  reverse, 
by  refusing  to  execdte,  the  decisions  of  the  congress 
and  of  the  supreme  court,  under  laws  in  operation 
and  not  expired,  he  would  unquestionably  be  guilty 
of  usurpation.  But  when  the  law  has  expired,  has 
ceased  to  exist,  is  it  then  binding  on  the  president? 
ay,  even  on  the  citizen  or  the  marshal?  Could  any 
one  then  execute  it,  or  be  punished  for  not  execut- 
ing or  not  obeying  it?  No;  certainly  not.  Well, 
then  the  question  arises,  when  it  is  again  proposed 
to  pass  it,  are  the  decisions  under  its  prior  exist- 
ence to  bind  any  one  concerned  in  its  passage? — 
They  may,  as  persuasive  or  argumentative  authori- 
ty, where  the  law  proposed  is  the  same  as  that  ex- 
pired precisely,  but  they  are  no  otherwise  obligato- 
ry. The  question  then  becomes  a new  question.  It 
is  not  a question  as  to  the  execution  of  the  law,  but 
as  to  its  creation.  When  a new  bank  charter  is 
proposed  to  the  signature  of  Ihe  president,  he  is  ask- 
ed— not  whether  he  will  resist  the  legislative  and 
judiciary  departments,  but  whether  he  approves  of 
the  passage  of  the  law' — not  whether  the  law  shall 
be  executed,  but  whether  he  will  give  his  sanction 
to  its  being.  After  a bill  has  been  passed,  is  it  not 
the  province  of  the  president,  or  the  citizen,  or  the 
mere  ministerial  officer,  to  adjudicate  and  decide 
upon  the  question  of  its  constitutionality;  but,  when 
a bill  is  proposed,  not  passed,  the  president,  sworn 
to  support  the  constitution,  is  bound  to  decide  whe- 
ther he  approves  it  or  not,  and,  “if  not,”  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution,  “he  shall  return  it  with 
his  reasons.” 

The  gentleman  'from  Pennsylvania,  however, 
treated  these  “Tylers  too,”  these  scrupulous  repub- 
lican abstractionists,  with  much  liberality,  and  yield- 
ed them,  at  least,  perfect  freedom.  He  released 
them  from  the  obligation  of  conscience  and  the  con- 
stitution, to  bring  them  into  the  “glorious  liberty” 
of  the  decisions  of  a majority!  But  my  colleague, 
(Mr.  Botts),  carried  this  doctrine  much  further. 
I confess  he  was  novel  and  original,  quite  so,  on 
this  point.  He  laid  down  the  proposition,  broadly 
that  the  president  is  sworn  to  submit  his  private 
opinion,  and  official  too,  to  the  decision  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  under  the  pre- 
vious law!  He  says  that  the  president  “has  no  right 
of  thought”  on  the  question  of  constitutionality! — 
This  doctrine  is  no  less  extraordinary  than  in  the 
face  of  the  constitution.  My  colleague  was  led  into 
this  gross  absurdity  by  failing  simply  to  distinguish 
between  the  oath  to  “execute  the  office  of  presi- 
dent,” &c.  prescribed  by  article  2d,  section  1st  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  duty  imposed  by  article  2d, 
section  3d,  that  “he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed.”  By  failing  too,  to  discriminate 
between  faithfully  executing  laws  already  passed, 
and  sanctioning  laws  proposed  to  him  merely  for 
his  approval.  Now,  the  “office  of  president  of  the 
United  States”  requires,  under  section  7th  of  article 
1st,  that,  when  a bill  “shall  have  passed  the  house 
of  representatives  and  the  senate,”  it  “shall,  before 
it  become  a law,  be  presented  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it. 
but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to 
that  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,”  &c. 
But,  when  once  a law,  by  section  3d,  article  2d,  it 
needs  not  his  approval,  is  beyond  his  disapproval, 
and  “he  shall  take  care  that  it  be  faithfully  execut- 
ed.” The  constitution  is  plain  in  its  distinction 
between  the  passage  of  a law  and  the  execution  of 
a law.  In  the  one  case,  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign 
it,  and  if  not,  he  shall  return  it.  He  is  not  left  the  op- 
tion even  of  transcending  the  ten  days,  to  allow  it 
to  become  a law  by  the  lapse  of  the  time  limited 
for  the  return  of  a bill.  He  must  exercise  his  judg- 
ment, or  how  can  he  “approve”  or  “disapprove”  the 
passage  of  a law?  But  he  must  execute  a law  al- 
ready passed,  whether  he  approve  it  or  not;  for,  in 
that  case,  it  is  not  his  province  to  judge,  either  for 
approval  or  disapproval.  It  was  under  these  plain 
distinctions,  undoubtedly,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  signed 
a bill  for  a branch  bank  at  New  Orleans.  There 
the  act  was  in  the  nature  of  an  act  to  execute  an  al- 
ready existing  law.  It  was  to  extend  the  benefits 
of  the  bauk  of  the  United  States,  already  in  being, 


to  a portion  of  the  people  who  were  entitled  equally 
to  them;  and  when,  top,  as  I have  shown,  he  could 
not  do  less  than  faithfully  execute  an  existing  law, 
of  the  validity  of  which  it  was  not  his  province  to 
judge.  Of  a like  nature  was  his  approval  of  a law 
to  punish  the  forgery  and  counterfeiting  of  the  notes 
of  the  bank.  And  as  to  Mr.  Gallatin’s  report,  made 
two  days  only  before  he  went  out  of  office,  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was 
then,  as  he  is  now,  a legislative  officer,  who  re- 
ported to  congress  and  not  to  the  president,  and  was 
one  over  whom  he  could  take  no  control,  without 
being  guilty  of  usurpation  and  tyranny. 

Certainly  it  is  that  these  distinctions  are  canoniz- 
ed in  the  republican  faith.  No  decision  of  a majori- 
ty in  congress,  or  of  a majority  of  the  court,  under 
a prior  law  now  expired,  can  be  considered  as  bind- 
ing upon  the  president  as  his  oath  to  support  the 
constitution,  and  his  judgment  that  any  law  which 
you  may  propose  for  his  sanction  is  unconstitutional. 
I would  not  presume,  if  I knew  them,  to  quote  his 
opinions  now;  but  I do  know  what  his  opinions  was 
in  1819,  and  that  opinion  is  exactly  in  point  upon 
the  questions  I am  now  discussing:  First,  as  to  the 
unconstitutionality  of  a bank,  in  his  judgment;  and, 
secondly,  as  to  the  binding  obligation  of  a law  char- 
tering such  an  institution.  His  views  on  both  are 
comprehensively  embraced  in  a single  sentence: 

“ House  of  representatives,  Feb.  18,  1819,  In  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.  being  under  consideration — 
“Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instruced  to  report  a bill  to  repeal  the  act  entit- 
led ‘an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,’ passed  April  10,  1816: 

“Mr.  Tyler  said:  The  question  whether  it  be 
proper  to  direct  a scire  facias  against  the  bank  di- 
vides itself  into  two  heads  of  inquiry.  First,  whe- 
ther the  charter  has  been  so  violated  as  to  enure  a 
forfeiture?  And,  if  so,  is  it  expedient  to  exact  the 
forfeiture?  The  decision  of  the  first  would  preclude 
me  from  an  inquiry  into  the  second.  For,  sir,  inas- 
much as  I believe  the  creation  of  this  corporation 
to  be  unconstitutional,  I cannot,  without  a violation 
of  my  oath,  hesitate  to  repair  the  breach  thus  made 
in  the  constitution,  when  an  opportunity  presents 
itself  of  doing  so  without  violating  the  public  faith.” 
“But  believing,  also,  that  it  is  expedient  to  put  it 
down,  and  other  gentlemen  feeling  themselves  at 
liberty  to  follow  up  that  inquiry,  I propose  to  ex- 
press to  you  my  views  on  that  subject.” 

His  last  words  were,  in  that  speech: 

"Let  my  fate  be  what  it  may,  I have  discharged 
my  duty,  and  I am  regardless  of  consequences.” 
Mr.  Sergeant,  we  are  told,  followed  him,  and 
must  have  heard  what  he  said.  And  this  opinion 
he  has  never  changed  or  recanted,  as  far  as  I know 
or  have  ever  seen  or  heard. 

[Here  Mr.  WrsE  was  cut  off  by  the  hour  rule; 
and  what  follows  is  what  he  would  have  said,  had 
he  been  permitted  to  proceed  ] 

The  veto  power,  I should  think,  could  not  be  held 
by  one  of  thpse  opinions,  unchanged,  to  be  a mere 
ministerial  act,  or  even  an  executive  act  only,  in- 
volving no  power  or  function  of  judgment,  no  as- 
sent or  dissent  of  the  mind  or  conscience  of  one 
acting  under  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
and  bound  imperatively  to  approve  or  disapprove 
a proposed  law.  I observe  that  the  veto  power  is 
inserted  in  the  7th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
constitution,  which  prescribes  the  legislative  pow- 
ers, and  is  long  antecedent  in  that  instrument  to 
the  2d  article,  which  prescribes  “the  executive 
power.”  Whether  it  be  legislative  or  excutive, 
though,  in  its  nature,  it  involves,  quoad  the  consti- 
tutionality or  expediency  either  of  a law,  a duty  to 
approve  or  disapprove,  and  a free  and  full  right  of 
judgment  and  discretion  in  the  president.  That 
right  of  judgment,  in  any  official  sense  or  action,  is 
gone  from  him  as  soon  as  the  proposed  measure 
becomes  a law.  And  the  very  purpose  of  the  veto 
power  is  to  protect  the  constitution  from  invasion 
against  a majority.  Why  should  a majority,  then, 
be  set  up  to  overrule  the  president,  even  it  there 
was  a majority? 

But  we  are  told  that  this  bill  dors  respect  the  con- 
stitutional scruples  of  that  portion  of  the  republicans 
of  the  whig  party  w’ho  deny  the  power  of  congress 
to  incorporate  a national  bank.  We  are  told  that  it 
contains  a compromise.  A compromise!  What  is 
that?  Something  which  I alw’ays  dread — something 
which  usually  abstracts  one-half  from  the  right 
to  the  wrong,  with  the  reserved  privilege  to  the 
stronger  side  not  to  keep  the  faith,  even  at  that  rate 
of  advantage.  It  is  something  which  I never  ad- 
vised a client  to  accede  to  unless  he  had  a bad  cause, 
to  have  which,  however  bad,  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tors, was  to  be  sure  to  get  a right  in  which  he  had 
no  interest  “split  into  the  difference”  in  his  favor1 
It  means  always,  at  least  that  something  is  yielded 
on  both  sides.  Now,  pray  tell  me  how  can  a con- 


stitutional power — which  exists  or  don’t  exist  at 
all — be  divided  into  parts,  and  pari ly  yielded  and 
partly  denied?  It  is  an  entierty.  It  exists  or  don’t 
exist.  How  can  it — the  mere  naked  question  of 
power — be  yielded  in  part  and  not  to  be  yielded  in 
the  whole?  I can’t  and  never  could  solve  that  ques- 
tion. Before  you  can  divide  or  part  any  thing,  j'ou 
must  admit  that  thing  to  exist.  Well, how  is  it  witli 
this  16th  rule  of  the  bill? 

“16.  The  directors  of  said  corporation  shall  estab- 
lish one  competent  office  of  discount  and  deposit 
in  any  state  in  which  two  thousand  shares  shall  have 
been  subscribed  or  may  be  held,  whenever,  upon 
application  of  the  legislature  of  each  state,  congress 
may  by  law  require  the  same.  And  the  said  direc- 
tors may  also  establish  one  or  more  competent  offices 
of  discount  and  deposit  .in  any  territory  or  district 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  any  state,  with  the  as- 
sent of  such  state;  and,  when  established,  the  said 
office  or  offices  shall  be  only  withdrawn  or  removed 
by  the  said  directors,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  this 
charter,  with  the  previous  assent  of  congress:  Pro- 
vided, in  respect  to  any  state  which  shall  not,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  legislature  thereof  held  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  or  other  usual  le- 
gislative proceeding,  unconditionally  assent  or  dis- 
sent to  the  establishment  of  such  office  or  offices 
within  it,  such  assent  of  the  said  state  shall  be  there- 
after presumed.  And  provided,  nevertheless,  That 
whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  and  proper,  for 
carrying  into  execution  any  of  the  powers  granted 
by  the  constitution,  to  establish  an  office  or  offices 
in  any  of  the  states  whatever,  and  the  establishment 
thereof  shall  be  directed  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  directors  to  establish  such  office  or  offices 
accordingly.” 

1st.  The  directors  shall  establish  the  branch  in 
any  state  where  there  are  2,000  shares,  whenever, 
upon  application  of  the  legislature  ofsuch  state,  con- 
gress may  by  law  require  the  same.  Here  the  pow- 
er is  in  congress  undivided.  A state  may  apply  for 
its  exercise. 

2d.  And  the  directors  may  establish  branches  in 
any  state,  territory,  or  district,  with  the  assent  of 
such  state.  Here  the  power  is  left  in  congress,  or 
its  creature,  the  corporation;  and  the  assent  is  in  the 
state. 

3d.  Branches  thus  established  can  only  be  with- 
drawn or  removed  with  the  previous  assent  of  con- 
gress. Here  the  power  to  do  is  still  in  congress  or 
its  corporation,  arid  the  power  to  undo  reserved,  too, 
to  congress. 

4th.  The  states  are  graciously  given  the  time  at 
the  first  sessions  of  their  legislatures  after  this  act  to 
unconditionally  assent  or  dissent,  or  assent  will  be 
presumed.  Why  should  dissent  not  be  presumed 
by  those  who  deny  the  power?  A man,  whose  right 
1 deny  totally,  gives  me  notice  that  if,  by  a given 
time,  I nether  assent  nor  dissent  unconditionally  to 
something,  he  will  presume  my  assent  to  his  ri<dit 
to  my  land  or  other  property.  Am  I bound  to  “as- 
sent or  dissent,  either  conditionally  or  uncondition- 
ally? And  if  I am  bound,  to  do  neither,  will  Ihe 
omission  to  do  either  give  his  presumption  the  right 
he  claims?  And  are  the  states  bound  to  do  either 
act,  conditionally  or  unconditionally?  If  not,  will 
their  omission  to  do  either  confer  a constitutional 
power  on  this  government  which  it  does  not  possess? 
Can  even  the  assent,  unconditional,  and  even  invit- 
ing and  imprecating,  confer  a power  which  the  con- 
stitution does  not  confer  already?  But  the  dissent 
must  be  unconditional,  or  the  assent  will  be  presum- 
ed. And  yet, 

5th.  It  is  provided  at  last,  after  all  this  complex 
condititional  and  unconditional  assent  or  dissent,  or 
assent  to  be  presumed,  that  “whenever  it  becomes 
necessary  and  proper,  congress  may  by  law  compel 
the  directors  to  establish  branches  in  any  of  the 
states  whatever;  ay,  even  though  every  state  in  the 
union,  within  the  time  allowed,  should  uncondition- 
ally dissent.  Was  there  ever  such  an  absurd  batch 
of  contradictions  strung  together? 

“First  it  wiil  and  ilien  it  won’t; 

Then  it  does  and  then  it  don’t.” 

And  affera  hurly-burly  of  assent  and  dissent,  un- 
constitutional dissent  or  assent,  or  assent  presumed 

enough  to  make  a head  ache— it  at  last  llourishes 
out  of  the  dizzy  maze  by  asserting  the  unqualified, 
unlimited,  absolute  power  in  congress  to  establish 
the  bank  and  its  branches  where  it  pleases,  nolens 
volens— will  ye,  nil  I ye’  It  is  only  equalled  by  a 
sort  ol  an  Irish  argument  I heard  in  its  support: 
“It  either  gives  the  power  or  it  does  not  give  the 
power.  If  it  gives  the  power,  why  it  gives  the 
power;  and  if  it  don’t  give  the  power,  why  it  don’t 
give  the  power.  And  what  more  would  ye  have? 
Surely  ye’re  unreasonable  if  ye  can’t  be  satisfied 
with  neither  view,  when  there  are  some  of  us 
who  are  satisfied  with  either  view;  so  come  in,  and 
be  uuited  upon  a proposition  which  must  please 
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all,  for  it’s  either  or  neither  of  what  ye  would  have, 
or  it’s  all  ye  would  have,  or  just  nothing  at  all,  at 
all!” 

Now  such  a proposition  as  this  pays  no  respect 
whatever  to  the  intelligence  or  the  honesty  and  sin- 
cerity of  those  who  deny  the  power  to  congress  to 
charter  a bank.  On  its  face  it  presumes  a hard  con- 
science or  a soft  head  in  the  bosom  or  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  as  even  a 
compromise  upon  a subject  which  cannot  be  com- 
promised. For  myself,  having  no  scruples  about 
the  power  of  congress,  I could  individually  adopt  it 
as  a direct  assertion  of  power  more  strong  than  the 
bill  would  make  without  it.  But  I must  confess 
that,  did  I doubt  the  power  of  congress,  even  though 
I had  resolved  to  imitate  the  example  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  to  sanction  a charter,  I would  veto  this  bill 
with  this  clause  in  it,  lest  the  world  and  posterity 
might  suppose,  as  they  certainly  would,  either  that 
I had  not  intellect  enough  to  discover  its  patent  ab- 
surdity, or  that  I had  a conscience  pliant  enough  to 
catch  at  such  a pretext  to  evade  a solemn  oath.  I 
can  well  excuse  the  course  of  Mr.  Madison,  sign- 
ing as  he  did  no  dubious  charter  as  to  the  power; 
but  I never  could  trust  either  the  sagacity  or  sin  • 
cerity  of  that  man  who  would  veto  this  bill  with- 
out this  clause,  for  reasons  of  constitutional  scruple, 
and  yet  sign  it  for  the  reason  of  the  insertion  of  this 
clause. 

I cannot  regard  it  as  inserted  in  good  faith.  If  the 
bill  be  signed,  every  partisan  of  the  power  to  incor- 
porate a national  bank  by  congress  will  be  truly  as- 
sured that  it  impairs  not,  denies  not,  but  emphati- 
cally asserts  that  power!  And,  if  it  be  vetoed,  the 
president  will  be  arraigned  for  not  giving  his  sanc- 
tion to  a pretended  compromise!  This  is  to  be  the 
effect  of  it,  and  I will  not  give  it  the  least  toleration 
or  countenance.  Let  what  will  come,  I will  not 
treat  any  man,  whom  I have  elected  to  any  office 
with  known  public  and  published  constitutional  opi- 
nions and  conscientious  scruples,  with  such  gross 
injustice,  or  torture  him  with  any  such  cruel  test, 
as  that  of  this  bill  with  this  clause  in  its  provisions. 
Sir,  I would,  perhaps,  steal  Promethean  fire  from 
Heaven,  but  I would  not  and  will  not  steal  the  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution.  Nor  will  I be  particeps  cri- 
minis  in  the  act.  Pass  the  bill,  and  let  it  go  to  the 
president.  Its  fate,  I hope,  will  soon  be  known. 
Whatever  that  may  be,  it  will  become  a law,  or  be 
vetoed  without  my  vote. 

I now,  like  Giles  of  old,  may  be  reproached  with 
having  denied  the  abstractions  of  Virginia,  and  yet 
with  having  yielded  practical  obedience  to  them. — 
And,  like  Giles,  I may  suffer  martyrdom  for  that 
practical  obedience.  But  let  me  say  to  my  collea- 
gue, (Mr.  Stuart),  that  if  Giles  was  punished  for 
denying  the  abstraction  of  instructions — a doctrine 
which  I never  heard  any  Virginian  deride  as  an  ab- 
straction before,  even  though  he  yielded  practical 
obedience  to  its  mandate  from  his  mother  state — 
with  how  many  more  stripes  shall  he  be  punished 
who  not  only  denies,  but  derides,  all  her  cherished 
abstractions — all  the  tenets  of  her  fond  faith — and 
that,  too,  in  a land  of  strangers!  Sir,  my  colleague 
(Mr.  Stuart)  excepted  to  the  gentleman  from  N. 
Carolina  (Mr.  Saunders)  saying  that  in  1816  the 
constitutional  question  was  not  raised.  He  very 
properly  replied  that  a constitutional  question  al- 
ways rises  of  itself,  without  being  raised.  That  is 
true;  I agree  with  him  that,  not  like  Samuel,  it  re- 
quires no  Witch  of  Endor  to  wave  her  magic  wand 
to  raise  it  up  before  the  consciences  and  minds  of 
the  true  lovers  of  the  constitution.  But  there  are 
those,  sir,  who,  when  it  does  rise  up  before  them, 
habitually  cry  it  down!  down!  down!  and  those  who 
will  not  permit  others  to  raise  it  up  on  its  feet  with- 
out upbraiding  them  with  the  federal  scoff' of  “ab- 
stractionist!” 

Abstractionist!  I take  that  name — I will  adopt  it, 
and  write  it  in  my  book  of  books.  Let  it  be  abused 
and  denounced  and  derided  by  those  who  have  been 
overcome  before  now  by  the  principle  it  imports — 
the  great  and  mighty  and  invincible  principle  of 
conslitutiona!  republicanism!  Parties  know  the 
value  of  hard  names.  Republicanism  has  borne 
more  opprobrium  than  this — it  has  been  called  Ja- 
cobinism, and  democrats  have  been  called  red- 
waistcoats  and  even  infidels  and  illuminati.  This 
nickname  of  modern  times  is  not  half  so  bad  as  those 
applied  to  it  of  old,  when  it  was  triumphant,  as  it 
will  be  again.  Under  its  real  name  none  dare  assail 
it,  and  this  proves  its  power  to  exist  still  among  the 
people.  Abstractionists  can  well  bear  a name 
which,  in  term,  imports  that  they  are  those  who  can 
and  will  die  for  principle — and  that  is  the  meaning 
of  the  reproach  in  these  degenerate  days  to  Virginia. 
“She  will  die  of  an  abstraction!” 

Let  my  colleague  take  care  of  his  health,  for  I 
warn  him  that  he  will  be  sick  of  this  nickname  be- 
fore he  is  done  with  it.  Does  he  mean,  and  those 
with  whom  he  acts  mean,  that  the  name  of  “whig” 


is  henceforth  dropped?  Be  it  so.  We  will  reorga- 
nize, if  he  will  have  it  so,  and  go  before  the  sove- 
reign people  under  the  less  imposing  and  the  oppos- 
ing names  of  “abstractionists”  on  the  one  side  and 
“nationals”  on  the  other — the  former  “the  cogno- 
men of  constitutional  republicanism,  the  latter  of 
national  republicanism” — the  former  representing 
the  doctrines  and  principles  of  1798,  of  state  sove- 
reignty and  popular  rights,  and  the  latter  the  doc- 
trines of  federal  consolidation  and  centralization. — 
In  this  contest  I take  my  side,  and  am  “an  abstrac- 
tionist.” I glory  in  the  name,  and  confident  of  the 
issue,  I appeal  only  to  the  old  republicans  to — rally! 
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August  19.  Mr.  Morehead  presented  a memorial 
from  some  merchantsin  Louisville,  Kentucky,  stat- 
ing that  they  had  made  large  orders  of  coffee,  not 
anticipating  any  duty,  and  asking  that  that  article 
may  be  exempt  from  duty. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Wright, 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  the  commissioned  officers 
employed  in  the  revenue  cutter  service  of  the  United 
States  by  the  president  and  senate  in  the  same  manner 
that  commissioned  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  are  appointed;  and  also  of  prescribing 
by  law  a just  and  proper  rank  as  between  them  and 
the  officers  of  the  navy  when  both  are  employed  toge- 
ther upon  the  same  service;  and  that  the  committee  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Woodbury  directing  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  and  extent  of  disturbances  in  the 
gallery  of  the  senate,  in  two  instances  this  session, 
viz:  the  passage  of  the  fiscal  bank  bill,  and  the 
reading  of  the  president’s  veto  on  said  bill;  and  also 
of  the  disturbance  at  or  near  the  president’s  house 
the  night  ensuing  said  veto,  and  also  the  measures 
that  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  different  de- 
partments of  government  from  violent  molestation 
at  Washington,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Merrick  thought  it  was  not  the  appropriate 
business  of  a commiitee  of  this  body,  to  investigate 
disorderly  proceedings  that  might  have  taken  place 
in  this  city;  it  belonged  to  the  civil  authorities,  and 
if  they  had  not  sufficient  power  for  this  purpose, 
congress  ought  to  pass  the  requisite  laws  tor  their 
assistance.  It  was  also  inappropriate,  and  unne- 
cessary to  go  back  and  inquire  into  past  disturban- 
ces, which  the  senate  had  acted  on  at  the  time,  and 
passed  over;  it  might  be  proper  to  take  measures 
to  prevent  future  occurrences  of  this  kind,  in  the 
senate  galleries  or  lobbies. 

Mr.  Woodbury  advocated  the  resolution. 

Messrs.  King,  Preston  and  others,  briefly  gave 
their  views,  concurring  in  the  importance  of  neces- 
sary laws  to  ensure  peace  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  security  to  the  public  officers. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  to  next 
session. 

Mr.  Rives  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Saturday 
renewed  his  motion  to  go  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  hoped  that  the  land  bill 
would  be  disposed  of  to-day,  or  at  furthest  to-mor- 
row. If  they  were  going  into  executive  session  on 
Saturday  he  hoped  the  final  vote  on  the  bill  would 
be  taken  at  once. 

Mr.  Benton,  (with  his  hands  full  ofslipsof  paper). 
I have  only  ten  amendments  to  offer  myself, 
i The  land  bill  was  then  taken  up — the  question 
| pending  being  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fulton  to 
I make  the  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  according 
to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  congress. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Fxillon,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  his  amendment,  and  lost  by  a tie 
vote;  yeas  21,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
declare  that  all  the  public  land  which  had  been  in 
market  for  twenty  years  and  remained  unsold 
should  revert  to  the  states. 

On  this  proposition  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Benton,  Linn,  Sevier  arid 
others  took  part;  when  the  question  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  negative;  yeas  15,  nays  30. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  extending  the  graduation  principle  to  it. 

This  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Benton  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  when  the  question 
was  taken  on  its  adoption  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive; yeas  18,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  with  his  hand  full  of  amend- 
ments, which  he  proposed  to  offer.  How  stands 
the  time  by  our  Shrewsbury  clock?  Is  it  not  the 
hour  for  taking  up  the  veto?  Or  are  we  to  have 
another  postponement?  He  hoped  the  land  bill 
would  be  passed  over  informally. 


Which  was  done;  and  the  senate  took  up  the  spe- 
cial order,  being  the  executive  veto  on  the  bill 
chartering  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States; 
which  subject  occupied  the  attention  of  the  senate 
till  a late  hour,  as  stated  in  our  brief  report  of  yes- 
terday, inserted  in  the  last  Register,  page  395. 

August  20.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a remon- 
strance from  the  board  of  trade  of  Philadelphia, 
against  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law,  retrospective 
in  its  operation. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  amended  by 
the  house  of  representatives,  was  taken  up,  and,  af- 
ter a few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Merrick, 
and  a reply  against  the  bill  by  Mr.  Benton,  the 
question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Man  gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  Linn,  McRoherts,  Pierce,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright — 14. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  proceedings  and  reso- 
lutions of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Goochland  county, 
Virginia,  condemning  the  measures  of  the  present 
extra  session  of  congress,  a national  bank,  distribu- 
tion, &c.  and  applauding  the  honorable  course  of 
Messrs.  Wise,  Gilmer,  Hunter  and  Mallory,  repre- 
sentatives from  that  state,  in  their  transaction  ot 
the  public  business,  and  the  vigilance  with  which 
they  have  guarded  against  the  deleterious  measures 
of  the  session;  also,  declaring  the  unconstitution- 
ality  of  a national  bank,  and  expressing  their  earnest 
desire  that  its  injurious  effects  to  the  country  would 
be  arrested  by  a veto  from  the  president. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
resolutions,  and  briefly  adverted  to  the  ruinous  con- 
sequences of  all  banks  to  the  country,  expressing 
his  joy  at  the  veto  of  the  president  on  the  bank 
charter  that  had  been  passed  at  this  extra  session. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Benton 
and  Archer,  the  proceedings  were  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  distribution  and  pre-emption  bill  was  again 
taken  up. 

Mr.  King  offered  an  amendment  to  deduct  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  before  distribution,  the 
Indian  annuities,  expenses  of  Indian  treaties,  &c. 
now  due,  or  hereafter  arising. 

Mr.  King  advocated  the  amendment,  contending 
that  all  these  expenses  were  justly  chargeable  to 
the  lands,  and  that  no  distribution  should  take  place, 
until  they  were  paid  from  the  proceeds.  The  bill 
was  delusive,  and  proposed  to  distribute  the  nett 
proceeds  while  in  reality,  the  gross  proceeds  of  the 
lands  were  to  be  divided. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  adopted.  Other  amendments  of  a si- 
milar character  had  already  been  rejected.  The 
lands  were  now  creditors  to  the  government  to  a 
large  amount,  and  their  proceeds  justly  belonged  to 
the  states.  He  referred  to  the  numerous  amend- 
ments that  had  been  offered,  and  the  delay  of  two 
weeks  that  had. already  taken  place  in  the  conside- 
ration of  this  bill.  He  thought  the  majority  owed 
it  to  themselves  and  the  country  not  to  debate  the 
various  amendments  longer,  but  merely  to  vote, 
and  for  his  part  he  intended  to  finish  the  amend- 
ments, to-day,  before  they  adjourned. 

After  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Woodbury,  Wright  and  Allen,  the  amendment 
was  rejected:  yeas  22,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  additional  section  to  the 
bill,  providing  that  the  distribution  shall  not  take 
place  till  all  debts  incurred  at  this  session  of  congress 
shall  be  paid. 

Mr.  Benton  briefly  explained  the  propriety  of 
this  amendment.  It  was  also  advocated  by  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  aud  then  rejected — yeas  20,  nays 
26. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment,  to  limit  the 
operation  of  the  act  to  live  years.  This  was  nega- 
tived. Yeas  19,  nays  26. 

Mr.  McRoberls  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso, 
that  “no  person  who  shall  quit  or  abandon  his  resi- 
dence on  his  own  land,  to  reside  on  any  public 
lands  in  the  same  state  or  territory,  shall  acquire 
any  right  of  pre-emption  under  this  act.” 

This,  after  brief  remarks  by  Mr.  McRoberls,  was 
rejected — yeas  19,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Allen  offered  an  amendment,  providing  that 
no  distribution  should  take  place  till  the  means  of 
the  treasury  were  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment, independently  of  the  taxation  on  tea  and 
coffee.  This  was  rejected — yeas  18,  nays  28. 

At  9 o’clock,  the  senate  adjourned,  alter  having 
been  in  session  eleven  hours. 
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August  21.  Mr.  Rives  presented  the  plan  of 
Alexander  Hamilton  for  a national  bank;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Archer  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Lynchburg,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
any  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Preston , from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
fortifications  and  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties, which  had  been  amended  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Tappan,  on  leave,  introduced  a joint  resolu- 
tion to  adjourn  congress  on  Monday,  the  30th  Au- 
gust; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn,  request- 
ing the  president  to  give  notice  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, under  the  convention  of  1827,  for  the 
jointoccupation  of  Oregon,  &c.  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Morehead  said  there  was  one  subject  of  great 
importance  connected  with  this  matter,  which,  at  a 
proper  time,  he  meant  to  submit.  He  thought  our 
Indian  relations  were  becoming  of  more  and  more 
interest  every  day,  and  would  require  a separate 
and  distinct  department  of  the  government,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  extensively  and  variously  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  M.  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
direct  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  “to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  requesting  the  president;” 
which  having  been  agreed  to,  the  resolution  was 
adopted: 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  general  order,  being  the  bill  to  distribute  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states. 

This  bill  was  discussed  at  some  length  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  King,  McRoberts,  Wal- 
ker, Buchanan,  Prentiss,  Evans  and  others,  when  it 
was  reported  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Berrien  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting: 

Provided,  also,  That  if  the  rate  of  duty  on  im- 
ported articles  shall  be  so  regulated  by  law  as,  after 
the  20lh  June,  1842,  to  increase  said  rale  of  duty 
beyond  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  to  be  computed 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  2d  of 
March,  1833,  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  provided  for  by  this  act  shall  cease 
during  the  existence  of  such  rate  of  duty,  and  shall 
be  renewed  whenever  such  rate  of  duty  shall  be  re- 
duced to  20  per  cent,  unless  prohibited  by  the  other 
provisions  of  this  act.” 

This  proposition  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Benton, 
Bales,  McRoberts,  Walker,  White,  Morehead,  Pres- 
ton, Prentiss,  Berrien  and  others,  when 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  to  the 
following  effect: 

“Strike  all  out  after  the  word  provided  to  1833, 
inclusive,  and  insert,  ‘That  if  a higher  duty  than 
20  per  cent,  as  established  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1833,  shall  be  laid  on  any  article  to  be  le- 
vied after  the  30th  of  June,  1842.’  ” 

This  proposition  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Mer- 
rick, Berrien,  Woodbury  and  Rives,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton,  Rives,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Berrien,  pending  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Morehead,  the  senate  adjourned. 

August  23.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
covering  a report  from  the  general  land  office,  made 
in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  seriate  of  the 
18th  inst.  calling  for  the  amount  of  lands  surveyed 
and  ready  for  sale,  &c.  since  March,  1S41. 

After  a few  observations  from  Mr.  Benton,  and  a 
brief  reply  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia  engaged  in  manufacturing, 
asking  that  a duty  might  be  imposed  on  chloride  of 
lime  and  bleaching  powders.  Mr.  B.  said  the  me- 
morial gave  reasons  at  length  why  those  articles 
should  not  be  exempted, and  he  therefore  moved  to 
have  it  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Also,  another  memorial  in  relation  to  the  same 
subject;  which  he  would  move  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Mangum,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs reported  the  bill  from  the  house  making  appro- 


priation for  the  purchase  of  naval  ordnance  and 
naval  stores,  without  amendment,  and  moved  that 
it  be  made  the  order  for  Wednesday  next;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted  hemp  for  the 
use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

This  resolution  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  having  been  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Benton,  Mangum,  Preston,  Buchanan,  Calhoun  and 
Woodbury,  its  further  consideration  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  joint  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Tappan 
in  relation  to  the  adjournment  of  congress  on  Mon- 
day, the  30th  August,  was  taken  up;  when  Mr. 
Mangum  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  The  ques- 
tion having  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  28,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  had  some  days  since  given  no- 
tice that  he  should  submit  a motion  to  go  into  exe- 
cutive session.  There  was  now  some  important 
business  before  them,  and  he  would  submit  that 
motion  now.  The  motion  was  lost:  yeas  23,  nays  24. 

Mr.  King  gave  notice  that  he  should  make  a si- 
milar motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Benton  renewed  the  motion  to  go  into  exe- 
cutive session,  and  after  some  conversation,  it  was 
decided  out  of  order. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  general  order,  being  the  bill  to  distribute  the 
proceeds,  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states;  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Berrien  still  pending,  as  publish- 
ed in  the  proceedings  of  yesterday — 

Mr.  Berrien  desired  to  modify  his  amendment; 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  so  as  to  read — 

“That  if  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  this 
act  there  should  be  an  imposition  of  duties  on  im- 
ports inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
March  2,  1833,  entitled  ‘an  act  to  modify  the  act  of 
14th  February,  1832,  and  all  the  acts  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports,’  and  beyond  the  rate  of  duty  fixed 
by  that  act,  to  wit:  20  per  centum  on  the  value  of 
such  imports,  or  any  of  them,  then  the  distribution 
provided  in  this  act  shall  be  suspended,  and  shall 
so  continue  until  the  cause  of  its  suspension  shall 
be  removed,  when,  if  not  prevented  by  other  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  such  distribution  shall  be  renew- 
ed.” 

The  words  “to  wit,  20  per  centum  on  the  value 
of  such  imports  or  any  of  them,”  were  inserted  in 
the  amendment  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Allen. 

This  proposition,  prior  to  the  modification  of  Mr. 
Allen,  occasioned  a debate  of  some  length,  in  which 
Messrs.  Berrien,  King,  Calhoun,  Cutlibert,  Walker, 
Linn,  Hunlinglon,  Woodbury  and  Benton  partici- 
pated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
as  modified,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Calhoun, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Kerr, 
King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Morehead,  Porter,  Preston, 
Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Talhnudge, 
Walker— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bates,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Choate, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington,  Linn,  Miller,  Prentiss, 
Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  White,  Williams,  Wood- 
bridge,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

Mr.  Linn  then  moved  the  amendment  offered  by 
him  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  the  national  defence. 

Mr.  Linn  offered  his  views  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  was  briefly  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Smith. 

Mr.  Benton  also  supported  the  amendment. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 29. 

Mr.  Woodbury  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  distribution  should  cease  when  any 
loan  should  be  required. 

On  this  proposition  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun,  Woodbury,  King  and  others 
participated,  when  the  question  was  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Rives,  Sevier, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams,  Woodbury  Wright,  Young 
—21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick, 


Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  on  which  motion 
he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  the  vote 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young 
—21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 29. 

Several  other  amendments  were  offered,  on  all  of 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  though  none 
of  them  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
ol  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Woodbury  moved  that  the'  senate  adjourn: 
for  the  motion  21,  against  it  23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham.  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Preston,  Se- 
vier, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

And  the  bill  and  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  senate  then  held  a short  executive  session, 
and  afterwards  adjourned. 

August  24.  A message  was  announced  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  stating  that  it  had  parsed 
“an  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
by  means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the  fiscal 
corporation  of  the  United  States.” 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  read  by  its  title; 
and,  on  the  question,  shall  this  bill  be  read  a second 
time?  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  ayes  18, 
noes  17. 

The  second  reading  was  asked  for  then;  when 
the  chair  stated  that  it  required  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  senate. 

No  objection  having  been  stated,  the  chair  direct- 
ed Ihe  secretary  to  read  the  bill  a second  time  by 
its  title;  and  when  the  secretary  had  read  half 
through — 

Mr.  Allen  objected  to  the  reading. 

The  chair  explained. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said  the  time  for  objecting  had 
gone  by;  the  chair  had  stated  that  it  required  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  and  no  objection 
having  been  made  the  secretary  had  proceeded  to  the 
reading. 

Mr.  Calhoun  stated  that  the  practice  heretofore 
had  been  to  put  the  question,  “shall  this  bill  have 
its  second  reading  now?”  which  required  the  una- 
nimous consent  of  the  senate;  if  no  objection  was 
made,  then  the  secre'ary  proceeded  to  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmadge.  That  was  precisely  what  was 
done  in  this  case. 

After  some  further  brief  observations,  the  point 
was  yielded;  and  Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Berrien  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 
He  asked  senators  to  consider  the  importance  of 
this  matter,  and  to  reflect  that  it  was  the  incumbent 
duty  of  congress  to  make  provision  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 
Such  had  been  done:  he  aliuded  to  the  bill  which 
had  failed  by  the  disagreement  between  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  branches  as  to  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  measure;  and  hence  the  money  was  left 
without  any  other  care  or  control  than  that  of  the 
executive.  They  now  presented  this  measure  to 
the  consideration  of  the  senate,  and  prayed  senators 
before  they  took  any  step  to  defeat  the  will  of  the 
other  branch  that  they  would  consider  well  the  con- 
sequences of  not  providing  some  means  for  the  sale- 
keeping  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  vote 
on  the  postponement  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,.  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Woodbridge— 24. 
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Mr.  Berrien  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  a select  committee  of  five.  The  other  select 
committee  had  expired. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  second  this  motion,  and  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  motion  would  prevail.  The 
facts  as  stated  by  the  senator  from  Georgia  were 
correct — the  committee  that  reported  the  original 
bill  no  longer  existed.  He  had  no  desire  to  have 
anything  particularly  to  do  with  the  bill.  The 
friends  of  the  measure  he  hoped  might  be  allowed 
to  concoct  something  that  would  suit  the  wishes  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  certainly  vote  for  the  refe- 
rence to  a select  committee,  for  he  did  not  wish  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
a committee  to  take  the  charge  of  this  kite-flying 
fiscality;  there  was  but  one  step  between  the  sub- 
lime and  the  ridiculous;  this  bill  had  taken  that  step, 
and  he  did  not  wish  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
against  his  own  wishes  to  be  connected,  with  it. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  a select  committee  of  five,  consisting  of 
Messrs . Berrien,  Evans,  Archer,  Morehead  and  Hunt- 
ington. 

Mr.  King  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  executive  business.  He  said  it  seemed  to 
be  the  understanding  yesterday  that  they  were  to 
go  into  executive  session  to-day  to  dispose  of  some 
of  the  business  before  them. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  not;  there  was  nothing  connect- 
ed with  the  executive  session  that  might  not  be  de- 
layed for  some  days.  The  land  bill  was  important 
and  should  be  disposed  of  at  once.  He  understood 
that  several  gentlemen  desired  to  be  heard  on  'he 
subject,  and  those  who  wished  to  speak  on  the  bill, 
if  ready,  he  would  prefer  that  they  should  go  on. 

Mr.  King  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  bill  for 
the  dislribution  of  the  proceeds  ol  the  public  lands 
was  put  on  its  third  reading;  when 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  in  a speech  of  near  two 
hours,  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
unconstitutional,  inexpedient  and  impolitic. 

Mr.  Archer  followed  in  favor  of  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  spoke  until 
entirely  exhausted,  and  had  to  give  way  before  con- 
cluding his  remarks. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

August  25.  Mr.  Sturgeon  presented  a memorial 
from  the  manufacturers  of  glass  in  the  city  Pitts- 
burg, asking  that  the  articles  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  that  article  may  be  exempted  from  duty  . 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  a copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a meeting  held  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  protest- 
ing against  the  measures  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, and  expressing  a hope  that  the  president  would 
withhold  his  assent  from  the  land  bill,  if  passed. 
Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tion lor  the  adjournment  of  both  houses  of  congress 
on  Monday,  the  30th  of  August  inst.  on  which  mo- 
tion he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative:  yeas  19,  nays  22. 

Mr.  King  moved  to  add  two  members  to  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  yesterday  by  the  chair,  to 
which  the  bank  bill  from  the  house  had  been  refer- 
red. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  King,  Benton  and 
Walker,  on  the  formation  of  the  committee,  and  a 
reply  by  the  chair,  giving  his  reasons  for  the  cha- 
racter of  the  committee,  taking  as  his  guide  a rule 
in  Jefferson’s  Manual;  Mr.  King  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands;  when 

Mr.  Archer  rose  and  finished  the  argument  he 
commenced  yesterday,  in  favor  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill. 

Mr  Woodbury  followed  in  a speech  of  very  con- 
siderable length  against  the  whole  system  of  distri- 
bution, as  unjust,  unequal  and  injurious,  and  closed 
his  remarks  with  the  expression  of  an  opinion  that 
the  president  would  withhold  his  assent  from  a 
measure  clearly  as  unconstitutional  as  that  of  the 
bank  charter. 

Messrs.  Tappan,  Sevier,  Walker,  Wright  and 
Woodbury  severally  addressed  the  senate  at  some 
length,  when 

Mr.  Cuthbert  rose  and  expressed  a desire  to  deli- 
ver his  opinions  in  relation  to  Ihe  subject  before  the 
senate;  but  the  late  hour  and  the  exhaustion  which 
all  must  feel,  admonished  him  that  he  had  better 
defer  it  until  the  morning,  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands  would  assent  to  the 
delay. 

Mr.  Smith,  oflndiana,  said  he  felt  deeply  anxious 
to  press  the  matter  to  a final  conclusion.  He  had 
indulged  (he  hope  that  they  would  have  been  able 
to  have  the  question  that  day;  but  as  the  hour  was 


late  and  the  senator  from  Georgia  had  expressed  a 
wish  to  be  heard,  he  would  consent  to  the  delay, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  by  three  o’clock  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  August  19.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Brown  rose 
and  stated  that  he  had  voted  yesterday  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  law,  whereas  his  vote 
had  been  recorded  in  the  negative.  He  asked  that 
the  journal  might  be  so  corrected  as  to  conform  to 
the  fact.  And  the  journal  was  amended  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Bolts  rose  and  asked  leave  to  present  a copy 
of  a series  of  resolutions,  adopted,  he  said,  at  a very 
respectable  meeting  of  citizens  held  in  Buckingham 
county,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  expressive  of  their 
opinion  as  to  the  constitutionality  and  propriety  of 
the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  and  in  favor 
of  other  measures  adopted  at  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  B.  the  resolutions 
were  received,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  Gabriel  Adams,  and  divers 
other  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase  of  duties 
on  imported  cigars;  which  memorial  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  I.  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  presented 
certain  resolutions  adopted  by  a meeting  of  citizens 
in  Isle  of  Wight  county,  Virginia,  expressive  of 
(heir  opinion  against  the  constitutionality  of  a bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  asserting  the  right  of 
repeal.  The  resolutions  also  express  the  opinion  of 
that  meeting  against  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  against  the 
power  of  congress  to  lay  taxes,  &c.  for  any  other 
purposes  than  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  thereof. 

The  resolutions  were  received  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pickens,  on  leave,  presented  certain  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  Ohio,  against  the  constitution- 
ality and  expediency  of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Cross,  on  leave  given,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house,  the  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned at  forts  Gibson,  Towson,  Smith  and  Wayne, 
respectively;  whether  the  original  location  of  the  latter 
fort  has  not  been  abandoned,  and  if  so,  the  reasons 
therefor;  and  whether,  in  hisjudgment,the  military  force 
now  on  that  border  is  sufficient  to  protect  the  citizens 
of  the  of  the  state  of  Arkansas  against  Indian  depre- 
dation; and  what  increase,  if  any,  will  be  necessary 
lor  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  on  leave,  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions from  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  upon 
the  subject  of  revenue.  Laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Bolls,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  funeral  expenses  of  the  late  president 
of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  having  been  read  twice  by  the  title,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  and  the  bill,  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments, ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Graham  introduced  a bill  in 
relation  to  placing  the  statue  of  Washington  in  the 
rotundo  of  the  capitol:  which  was  read  twice. 

[The  bill  authorises  the  location  of  the  statue  in 
such  part  of  the  rotundo  as  the  artist  may  deem  per- 
manently best.] 

Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  bill  have  its  third  reading. 

Some  discussion  followed,  directed  to  the  point  of 
view  where  the  light  would  best  strike  the  statue, 
and  in  which  Messrs.  Adams,  Graham,  Mason,  of 
Ohio,  Boardman,  Gilmer,  and  Cushing  participated. 

Mr.  Cushing  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  which  had  charge  of  a bill  on  the.  same  sub- 
ject heretofore  reported  by  a gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Gilmer ),  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  joint  committee  on  en- 
rolled bills,  reported  that  that  committee  had  exa- 
mined the  bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,  and  found 
the  same  to  be  correct.  The  bill  then  received  the 
signature  of  the  speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  in  the 
chair),  and  took  up  house  bill,  No.  8,  entitled  “a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications, 
for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities,  which  bill  had  been  returned  from 
the  senate  with  certain  additional  items,  to  which 


items  certain  amendments  had  been  moved  by  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  of  this  house. 

The  amendments  are  as  follow: 

Page  3 of  the  engrossed  bill,  after  line  2 1 insert — 

1st.  For  defensive  works  and  barracks,  and 
purchase  of  site  at  or  near  Detroit,  Michigan, 
$50,000. 

Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following: 

2d.  For  surveys  in  reference  to  the  military 
defences  of  the  frontier,  inland  and  Atlantic, 
$30,000. 

3d.  For  arrearages  due  for  roads,  harbors  and 
rivers,  where  public  works  and  improvements  have 
hitherto  been  made,  and  for  the  protection  of  public 
property  now  on  hand  at  these  places,  and  for  ar- 
rearages for  surveys,  and  completing  maps  autho- 
rised by  act  of  March  3d,  1839,  $40,000. 

4th.  For  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting  and 
purchasing  a site  for  a western,  southwestern,  or 
northwestern  armory,  to  be  selected  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  $75,000. 

5th.  For  the  construction  or  armament  of  such 
armed  steamers  or  other  vessels  for  defence,  on  the 
northwestern  lakes,  as  the  president  may  think  most 
proper,  and  as  may  be  authorised  by  the  existing 
stipulation  between  this  and  the  British  govern- 
ment, $100,000. 

To  which  amendments  of  the  senate  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  of  this  house  proposed  the 
following  amendments: 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  house  con- 
cur in  the  first  amendment,  with  the  following 
amendment: 

Add  thereto  the  following  words: 

For  purchase  of  site,  and  for  barracks,  and  de- 
fensive works,  at  or  near  Buffalo,  New  York, 
$50,000, 

For  fortifications  at  the  outlet  of  lake  Champlain, 
and  purchase  of  site,  $75,000. 

For  defensive  works,  barracks,  and  other  neces- 
sary buildings,  and  purchase  of  site  for  a depot  at 
or  near  the  junction  of  the  Matawankeag  and  Pe- 
nobscot rivers,  Maine,  $25,000. 

The  committee  also  recommend  a non-concur- 
rence in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  amendments 
of  the  senate,  and  a concurrence  in  the  filth  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Dawson,  Fillmore,  Clifford,  Pendleton,  Irwin,  C. 
Brown,  Proffit,  Howard,  S.  Mason,  Sprigg,  Rhelt, 
Everett,  Cushing,  Saltonstall,  Allen,  Tomlinson, 
Eastman,  and  Tillinghast. 

And  then  the  amendments  reported  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  to  the  amendments 
of  the  senate  were  agreed  to. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  (for  the  purpose 
of  having  a vote  taken  in  the  house),  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  were  concurred  in. 

And  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  house. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  John  Tyler,  jr. 
his  private  secretary,  informing  the  house  that  the 
president  had  approved  and  signed  a bill  authorising 
the  recovery  of  fines  and  forfeitures  under  the 
charter  laws  and  ordinances  of  Georgetown,  before 
justices  of  the  peace. 

Also,  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  returning  the 
surveys  thereon  to  the  general  land  office. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Aug.  20.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Kennedy, 
of  Maryland,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  senate  in  relation  to  the  light  boats  now  stationed 
at  Sandy  Hook  and  Bartlett’s  reef,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  K.  the  resolution  was  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gilmer  asked  leave  to  present  the  proceedings 
of  a meeting  of  the  people  of  the  county  of  Louisa, 
in  the  state  of  Virginia,  expressive  of  the  sentiments 
of  that  meeting — sentiments,  Mr.  G.  said,  very  ge- 
nerally concurring  with  his  own  particular  views. 
The  resolutions  expressed  the  general  concurrence 
of  that  meeting  in  the  views  of  the  administration 
properat  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  which  differed 
widely  from  the  administration  improper  at  this  end 
of  the  avenue. 

The  resolutions  were  received  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a resolution  calling  on  the  president  for  a 
full  return  of  officers  now  employed  in  the  various 
departments,  with  a view  to  reduction  of  expendi- 
tures in  those  particulars.  Passed. 

The  unfinished  business  ofthe  morning  hour  was 
the  following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
J.  G.  Floyd: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  incompatible 
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Vvith  the  public  interest,  whether  any  officer  of  the  ar- 
my, or  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  has, 
since  the  4th  of  March  last,  been  directed  to  visit  the 
state  of  New  York  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the 
imprisonment  or  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod;  and  if 
so,  to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  the  instruc- 
tions to,  and  report  of  such  officer;  and  whether,  by  any 
executive  measures  or  correspondence,  the  British  go- 
vernment has  been  given  to  understand  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod will  be  released  or  surrendered. 

Mr.  Morgan,  (who  was  entitled  fo  the  floor)  re- 
marking that  so  long  a time  had  elapsed  since  he 
had  been  entitled  to  the  floor  that  he  had  almost  for- 

fotton  what  he  intended  to  say,  addressed  the  house 
riefly  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  and  especi- 
ally in  reply  to  remarks  heretofore  made  by  his 
colleague  from  Otsego,  (Mr.  Bowne). 

Mr.  Barnard  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to 

Mr.  Bowne,  who  rejoined  briefly  to  Mr.  Morgan. 
Mr.  Barnard  again  took  the  floor,  and  intimated 
his  desire  to  address  the  house,  but  suggested  that, 
as  the  morning  hour  was  far  advanced,  the  resolu- 
tion should  go  over  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Maxwell  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  upon  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  house  refused  to  lay  on  the  table:  yeas  79, 
nays  107. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  senate, 
informing  the  house  of  the  failure  of  the  bank  bill, 
in  consequence  of  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  senate 
voting  for  it,  on  its  being  returned  by  the  president 
with  his  objections;  also,  that  the  president  had 
signed  the  bankrupt  bill;  and  that  the  senate  had 
concurred  with  the  house  in  their  amendments  to 
the  bill  rechartering  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.] 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  “McLeod 
resolution”  was  laid  over. 

The  joint  resolution,  from  the  senate,  ordering 
the  distribution  of  copies  of  the  compendium  of  the 
census  among  the  states,  was  their  taken  up;  and 
after  some  inquiries  and  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Dawson,  Fillmore  and  Williams,  it  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  No.  8,  being  a bill 
making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  In- 
dian hostilities,  which  had  been  reported  yesterday 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union  with  the  amendments  of  the  senate,  and 
the  amendments  thereto  reported  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Dawson  objected  to  the  latter  amendments 
as  out  of  order,  incorporating  as  they  did  the  sub- 
stance of  another  bill  on  the  table.  A brief  debate 
ensued  on  the  point  of  order  between  Messrs.  Daw- 
son, Fillmore  and  others,  the  speaker,  deciding  that 
the  amendments  were  in  order. 

Mr.  Irwin  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
amendments  formerly  proposed  by  him  to  provide 
for  a western  armory. 

A desultory  debate  then  ensued  between  Messrs. 
Irwin,  Fillmore,  Cave  Johnson,  Howard  and  others, 
as  to  the  order  in  which  the  amendments  should  be 
voted  on. 

Messrs.  Triplett,  Irwin,  Fillmore,  Rhett,  Tomlin- 
son and  Hunt,  remarked  upon  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  the  previous  question — which 
was  ordered,  as  well  as  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  house  then  concurred  with  the  committee  in 
the  amendment  to  the  senate’s  amendment — yeas 
124,  nays  72. 

The  house  then  concurred  in  the  first  senate 
amendment,  (appropriating  $(50,000  for  fortifica- 
tions at  Detroit),  without  a division. 

The  house  refused  to  concur  in  the  second  senate 
amendment,  (appropriating  $30,000  to  surveys  for 
defences) — yeas  90,  nays  101. 

The  house  concurred  in  the  third  amendment  of 
the  senate  without  a division. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  rejected — yea3  79, 
nays  115. 

The  fifth  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
Mr.  Irwin  moved  a reconsideration  of  all  the 
votes  just  taken,  and  half  an  hour  was  consumed  in 
taking  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion — the  house 
refusing  to  reconsider — yeas  74,  nays  119. 

And  the  amendments,  as  amended,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair),  and 
took  up  house  bill  No.  14,  being  a bill  reported 
from  the  select  committee  appointed  by  this  house 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  entitled  “a  bill  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the 
United  States.” 


Mr.  Sergeant  said  that  he  would  state  to  the  com- 
mittee what  he  meant  to  propose  to  them.  The 
committee  would  undoubtedly  recollect  the  nature 
of  the  bill  which  had  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  currency  some  considerable  time  ago, 
and  which  was  numbered  “fourteen.”  His  inten- 
tion was  now  to  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  what 
he  would  send  to  the  chair.  His  intention,  further, 
was  to  ask,  upon  this  motion  being  made  and  cer- 
tain amendments  which  he  intended  to  propose  be- 
ing presented  to  the  committee,  that  the  committee 
should  rise,  in  order  that  he  might,  in  the  house, 
move  the  printing  of  those  amendments  that  they 
might  belaid  before  the  members  of  the  house. — 
And  then,  as  soon  as  that  was  done,  he  would  ask 
the  house  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  ol' the  union  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  expressed  his  wish  that,  be- 
fore any  action  should  betaken  on  the  amendments, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Sergeant ] 
would  state  the  contents  of  them  as  briefly  and  suc- 
cintly  as  he  could. 

Mr.  Gilmer  rose,  he  said,  merely  to  ask  that  the 
amendments  might  be  read  before  they  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed.  He  would  then  be  very  glad  to 
hear  any  explanation  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Sergeant ] might  think  proper  to  make. 

Mr.  Charles  Brown  said  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  read  the  bill  and  amendments  from  begin- 
ning to  end  before  ordering  the  amendments  to  be 
printed. 

The  clerk  then  read  bill  No.  14,  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Mr.  Sergeant  said  that,  as  several  inquiries  had 
been  made  of  him  w-ith  regard  to  this  bill  he  would 
now  proceed  to  make  a short  statement,  to  show  in 
what  respects  it  differed  (rom  that  recently  before 
this  house.  He  would  say,  first,  that  there  were 
two  or  three  verbal  errors  in  this  bill,  and  (here  were 
words,  in  two  or  three  places,  which  he  thought  had 
better  have  been  left  out,  and  which  were  intended 
to  have  been  omitted  by  the  committee.  There 
were  several  gentlemen  in  the  present  congress  who 
entertained  extreme  hostility  to  the  word  “bank,” 
and,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  felt  every  dis- 
position to  indulge  their  feelings,  and  he  had  there- 
fore endeavored  throughout  this  bill  to  avoid  using 
the  word  “bank.”  If  that  word  anywhere  remain- 
ed as  applicable  to  the  being  it  was  proposed  to 
create  by  this  law,  let  it  go  out — let  it  go  out. — 
Now,  the  word  “corporation”sounded  well,  [laugh- 
ter], and  he  was  glad  to  perceive  it  gave  pleasure 
to  the  house.  At  all  events  they  had  a new  word 
to  fight  against.  Now,  the  difference  between  this 
bill  and  that  which  passed  this  house  some  days 
ago  would  be  seen  by  comparison.  The  present 
differed  from  the  other  principally  in  three  or  four 
particulars,  and  there  were  some  other  parts  of  the 
bill  which  varied,  in  minor  particulars,  from  that 
which  had  been  before  the  house  a few  days  ago. 
Those  differences  gentlemen  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  discovering  and  understanding  when  the 
bill  should  have  been  printed.  He  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  answer  the  inquiries  of  gentlemen  in  refe- 
rence to  this  bill.  Mr.  S.  then  stated  the  following 
as  the  substantial  points  of  difference  between  the 
two  bills: 

1.  The  capital  in  the  former  bill  was  thirty  mil- 
lions, with  pow'er  to  extend  it  to  fifty  millions.  In 
this  bill  twenty-one  millions,  with  power  to  extend 
it  to  thirty-five  millions. 

2.  The  former  bill  provided  for  offices  of  discount 
and  deposit.  In  this  there  are  to  be  agencies  only. 

3.  The  dealings  of  the  corporation  are  to  be  con- 
fined to  buying  and  selling  foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
including  bills  drawn  in  one  state  or  territory  and 
payable  in  another.  There  are  to  be  no  discounts. 

4.  The  title  of  the  corporation  is  changed. 

Mr.  Wise  raised  the  point  of  order  that  this  bill 
was,  in  substance,  the  same  as  that  which  had  yes- 
terday been  rejected,  and  that  it  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  taken  up;  otherwise  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision might  thus  be  evaded. 

After  some  conversation,  the  chairman  overruled 
the  objection,  on  the  ground  that  the  measures  were 
not  the  same,  though  parts  of  them  might  be  simi- 
lar. No  appeal  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ser- 
geant was  put  and  agreed  to.  And  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  amendments  offered 
by  him  in  committee  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams , of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
that  amendment  by  adding,  “and  that  every  part  of 
the  amendments  which  is  not  literally  contained  in 
the  original  bill  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  shall  be 
printed  in  italics.” 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding,  “and  that  the  veto  message  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  this  house.” 


Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said  that  the  house  had  not 
got  the  veto  message,  and  could  not,  therelore,  or- 
der the  printing  of  it. 

And  the  speaker  so  decided. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson 
moved  the  previous  question  on  the  motion  to  print; 
and  there  was  a second.  And  the  main  question 
(being  on  the  printing)  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Williams  wa3  voted 
down.  And  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  was 
agreed  to.  So  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  Maine,  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  accounts  for 
the  funeral  expenses  of  the  late  president  of  the  U. 
States,  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  had  been  ordered  to  be 
piinted. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question;  pending 
which  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturduy,  Aug.  21.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  of  Maine, 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  accounts  lor 
the  funeral  expenses  of  the  late  president  of  the  U. 
States,  gen.  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  had  been  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

The  immediately  pending  question  was  on  the 
demand  of  Mr.  Sta?ily  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Stanly  withdrew  that  motion. 

And  Mr.  Bronson,  after  an  explanation  from  him- 
self and  Mr.  Botts,  withdrew  his  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  Sergeant  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , 1 hat  at  4 o’clock  on  Monday  next  all  de- 
bate in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  (No  14)  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  “fiscal  bank  of  the 
United  States”  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall 
then  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amendments  then  pending 
or  that  may  be  offered  to  said  bill;  and  the  same  shall 
then  be  reported  to  the  house  with  such  amendments 
as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee:  Provid- 
ed, I hat  nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  prevent  the 
committee  from  reporting  the  bill  to  the  house  at  an 
earlier  hour  if  it  shall  think  fit. 

And  Mr.  S.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  was  rejected,  yeas  87,  nays  110. 

After  some  remarks  of  an  excitable  character,  the 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  116  riavs 
76.  ’ J 

Whereupon  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant, 
again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole’ 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia, 
in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the’ 
bill  No.  14,  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  offered  the  amendments  indi- 
cated by  him  yesterday,  first  moving  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  explain  the  amendments 
and  the  advantages  to  result  from  the  passage  of  the’ 
bill.  Mr.  S.  spoke  to  the  expiration  of  the  hour 
and  then  resumed  his  seat,  without  concluding  his 
remarks.  ° 

Mr.  Wise  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  veto,  the  cabinet,  &o.  &c. 

The  hour  having  elapsed,  Mr.  Turney  rose  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill 

The  chairman  decided  that  this  motion  took  pre- 
cedence over  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and,  being  recognis- 
ed hy  'he  chairman,  was  proceeding  to  address  the 
committee  during  a second  hour. 

A question  of  order  arose,  which  resulted  in  (he 
decision  of  the  chairman  that,  the  motion  of  the  «-en- 
tleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Turney ) bein«  a new 
motion,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  having  first  addressed  Ihe  chair,  and  been  re- 
cognised by  it,  the  latter  gentleman  was  entitled  to 
proceed.  No  appeal  was  taken.  Mr.  Wise  pro- 
ceeded in  his  renrtrks. 

After  Mr.  W.  had  elosed,  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Ken- 
tucky, obtained  the  floor,  the  committee  then  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Profit  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution 
declaring  that  if  congress  chartered  a fiscal  a^enf’ 
it  should  reserve  the  power  to  repeal  the  lame’ 
whenever  it  saw  fit. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Aug.  23.  After  the  reading  and  correc- 
tion of  the  journal.  Air.  Reynolds,  newly  elected  re- 
presentative from  Illinois,  was  introduced  and  sworn 
in  by  the  speaker. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Sergeant,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair) 
on  house  bill  No.  14,  being  a bilLto  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Air. 
Turney  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill! 
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Mr.  Marshall,  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor), 
addressed  the  committee  during  the  hour  with  great 
power  and  eloquence,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in 
emphatic  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Wise  deliver- 
ed on  Saturday  last.  In  some  parts  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  M.  loud  manifestations  of  satisfaction  were 
with  difficulty  restrained.  The  speech  was  brought 
to  an  "abrupt  close  by  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  the 
rule  having  been  rigidly  enforced. 

The  debate,  which  was  directed  but  little  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  partook  much  of  a politi- 
cal character,  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Gilmer, 
Profit,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Pope,  Everett  and  Underwood. 

The  hour  of  four  having  arrived,  the  house,  in 
pursuance  of  its  order  of  Saturday,  proceeded  with- 
out further  debate  to  vote  on  the  amendments  that 
were  pending,  or  that  might  be  offered. 

The  first  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tur- 
ney to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill;  and, 
by  ayes  82,  noes  102,  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  the  amendments  heretofore  indicated  by 
him. 

Mr.  Bidlaclc  offered  certain  amendments  to  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  corporation,  all  of  which 
were  voted  down. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  bili  in  the  second 
line,  by  striking  out  the  words  “in  the  District  of 
Columbia,”  (as  the  location  of  the  mother  institu- 
tion). Lost. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  moved  to  amend  the  9th  sec- 
tion of  the  fundamental  article  by  striking  out  all 
that  portion  which  restricts  the  corporation  to  deal- 
ings in  any  thing  except  foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
&c.  &e.  and  inserting  that  part  of  Mr.  Ewing’s  pro- 
ject which  restricted  the  corporation  to  dealing  in 
promissory  notes,  called  bills  of  exchange,  gold  and 
silver,  &c.  Lost:  ayes  48,  noes  10S. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  amend  the  9th  fundamen- 
tal article,  in  the  109th  line,  after  the  word  “terri- 
tory,” by  inserting  the  words  “the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia included.”  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  an  amendment  to  the  same 
article  making  all  bills  payable  at  sight.  Lost:  ayes 
58,  noes  109. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  to  amend  the  6th  seclion  in 
line  40,  alter  the  words  “par  value,”  by  inserting 
the  words  “the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt.”  Lost. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  to  amend  the  7lh  section, 
line  11,  after  the  words  “nature  or  quality,”  by  in- 
serting the  words  “except  promissory  notes.”  Lost. 

Mr.  Sprigg  moved  to  amend  the  9th  article,  (at 
line  109),  by  adding  the  words  “including  bills  or 
drafts  drawn  in  any  state  or  territory  and  payable  in 
the  same  state  or  territory  in  which  they  are  drawn.” 
Lost. 

Mr.  Shields  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  rejected:  insert  in  the  4lh  line  of  the  9th 
clause  of  section  11,  after  the  word  “another,”  the 
words  “and  not  having  longer  to  run  than  sixty 
days.” 

Certain  other  amendments  were  offered  by  Mr. 
W.  W.  Irwin,  which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  strike  out  the  21st  section, 
(or  that  which  prohibits  the  government  from  estab- 
lishing another  corporation  during  the  existence  of 
this).  Lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  amendments  offered  by  him  were,  by  ayes 
113,  noes  55.  Agreed  to. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant , the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  the  amendments  and  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading.  Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous 
question;  and  there  was  a second. 

Mr.  Sprigg  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered. 

* And  the  question  on  ordering  the  main  question 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
yeas  120,  nays  97.  So  the  house  determined  that 
the  main  question  should  now  be  taken. 

The  house  then  concurred  with  the  committee  of 
the  whole  in  the  amendments. 

And  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading, 
Mr.  Eastman  asked  the  yesfs  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  123,  nays  94. 
So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

And  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  now. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  by  its  title;  Mr. 
Morgan  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise,  (who  had  endeavored  to  get  the  floor), 
submitted  to  the  speaker  that  the  bill  had  not  been 
read  a third  time. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  reading  of  the  bill  by 
the  title  had  been  called  for,  and  it  had  been  so  read 
accordingly. 


Mr.  Wise  insisted  on  the  bill  being  read  at  large; 
after  which,  he  said,  gentlemen  could  start  fair  for 
the  floor. 

And  the  clerk  then  read  the  whole  bill  through, 
which  occupied  nearly  an  hour. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  final  passage  there- 
of. Mr.  A.  L.  Foster,  of  N.  Y.  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
93,  nays  126.  So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  lor 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second.  And 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken.  And 
on  the  main  question,  “Shall  the  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  William  Butler,  Calhoun, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clark,  Cooper,  Cranston, 
Cravens,  Cushing,  William  C.  Dawson,  Deberry,  John 
Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore',  A.  L.  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Graham,  Green,  Greig,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  W . 
S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James 
Irvine,  James,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane.  Lawrence,  Linn,  Thomas  F. 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Matlhot,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Nis- 
bet,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pierce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  A. 
H.  PI.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, R.  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlin- 
son, Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Wallace,  War- 
ren, Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Jos.  L.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthorp,  Yorke,  Augus. 
Young,  John  Young — 125. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bee- 
son, Bidlack,Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Cald- 
well, Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  J.  Campbell,  Cary,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  East- 
man, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gerry, 
Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Harris, 
John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous- 
ton, Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irwin, 
Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Abraham  McClellan 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  John 
Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller,  Newhard, 
Parmenter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plutner,  Reding,  Rey- 
nolds, Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saun- 
ders, Shaw,  Shields,  Snyder,  Sleenrod,  Sumpter,  Swe- 
ney,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood — 94. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken,  and  asked  the  previous  question. 
And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  reconside- 
ration), was  ordered,  and,  being  taken.  The  vote 
was  not  reconsidered. 

And  the  question  then  being  on  the  title  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  in- 
serting in  lieu  of  the  present  title  the  words:  “an 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe-keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  by  means 
of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal  Corporation 
of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Sergeant  asked  the  previous  question;  and 
there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  title),  was  ordered;  and,  being  taken. 
The  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken, 
by  which  the  title  had  been  amended;  on  which  mo- 
tion, he  said,  he  had  a few  words  to  say. 

Mr.  W.  then  addressed  the  house,  (amidst  some 
interruption  on  points  of  order),  for  nearly  half  an 
hour.  When  he  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
And,  at  seven  o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  24.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Jones, 
ofVirginia,  offered  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  a 
public  meeting  of  the  people  of  Goochland  county, 
Virginia,  opposed  to  a national  bank,  a tariff  for 
protection,  creation  of  a loan,  &c. 

As  these  resolutions  had  been  printed  by  order 
of  the  senate,  and  were  now  in  the  possession  of 
members,  he  would  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

And  the  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Ca.ry  presented  resolutions 
adopted,  (he  said),  by  a most  respectable  meeting 


of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  at  which  the 
venerable  and  patriotic  general  Daniel  C.  Botts  pre- 
sided, and  Chas.  Campbell,  esq.  acted  as  secretary. 
The  resolutions  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Coles,  presented  a memorial 
signed  by  a number  of  merchants,  manufacturers 
and  mechanics  of  the  town  of  Lynchburg,  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the° passage 
of  any  bankrupt  law  at  this  extra  session. 

The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  the  following  memorials  were 
presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
memorial  of  John  Graham  and  divers  other  citizens 
of  Butler,  Armstrong,  Venango  and  Clarion  coun- 
ties, slating  the  inconvenience  which  they  suffer 
for  the  want  of  a post  office  on  the  road  leading  from 
Butler,  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Emlin- 
ton,  in  Venango  county,  in  said  state,  and  praying 
that  the  road  between  those  two  points  via  North 
Washington  may  be  declared  a post  road. 

Memorial  of  Lewis  Chambers  and  divers  others, 
citizens  of  said  counties,  to  a similar  effect. 

Memorial  of  Messrs.  Carling,  Robertson  & Co. 
and  others,  manufacturers  of  glass,  in  Alleghany 
county,  in  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  admission  of  soda  ash  and  pipe  clay 
free  of  duty.  Laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Rodney  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  the  several  reports  made  by 
lieut.  Emory,  of  the  engineer  corps,  in  relation  to  the 
situation  and  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Newcastle, 
on  the  river  Delaware. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  McKay  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  submit  to  this  house  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session,  an  estimate  of  a 
sum  of  money  which  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  collecting  the  public  revenue,  that  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  same  may  be  made  by  congress. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Louisiana,  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  iustructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  changing  the  route  between  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
and  Harrisonburg,  Louisiana,  so  as  to  run  once  a week 
by  Waterproof  Landing  and  Sicily  island,  and  once 
a week  by  Flowery  Mound  and  Trinity;  and  also  of 
establishing  a post  route  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
Mississippi, in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  fromFort  Adams 
to  Lake  Providence  via  Vidalia,  Richmond  and  Milli- 
ken’s  Bend. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Cowen  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which,  given  rise  to  debate,  was  ordered 
to  lie  over: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  requested  to  cause  such  inquiries  and  exami- 
nations to  be  made  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to  enable 
congress  to  ascertain  the  most  favorable  situation  for 
(he  establishment  of  a western  armory  in  the  western 
and  southwestern  states,  and  communicate  the  infor- 
mation collected  by  said  inquiries  and  examinations  to 
congress  at  the  next  session  thereof,  and  that  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  inquiries 
and  examinations,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  Broadman,  from  the  committee  on  public 
buildings  and  grounds,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  stone- 
cutters and  other  workmen  on  the  public  buildings 
at  Washington  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
continuance  of  said  buildings,  report:  That,  agreea- 
bly to  order,  they  have  had  said  petition  under  con- 
sideration, and  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  thereof 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  committee  are  satis- 
fied that  the  petitioners  are  proper  subjects  of  coin- 
misseration,  but  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  grant 
them  the  relief  asked,  because  the  designs  for  the 
works  spoken  of  in  the  petition  are  not  completed 
and  approved,  nor  the  material  of  which  they  are 
to  be  constructed  determined  on,  nor  is  it  probable 
they  will  be  during  the  present  session,  the  rules  of 
proceeding  of' this  house  prohibiting  the  committee 
from  entering  into  the  consideration  of  these  sub- 
jects at  present;  because  if  those  designs  and  plans 
were  perfected  and  approved,  and  the  material  de- 
termined on,  the  committee  are  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  the  construction  should  be  made  by  con- 
tract, as  much  the  best  plan  which  has  been  or  can 
be  devised  for  the  construction  of  public  buildings. 
It  insures  the  completion  at  a much  earlier  period, 
and  at  a much  less  expenditure  of  the  public  trea- 
sure. The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 
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Mr.  Saunders,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 1 
-ciary,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  senate  providing  for  the  distribution 
-of  the  printed  returns  of  the  sixth  census,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  (in  relation  to  the 
number  of  copies),  which  was  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
And  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a third  reading 
at  this  time,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  in  the 
chair). 

Mr.  Tillinghast  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution 
of  the  digest  of  patents. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  post  office 
department. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  providing  for  placing  the  statue  of  Wash- 
ington in  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs  having  prevailed,  the 
committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  house 
bill  No.  30  to  make  appropriations  for  the  po3t  office 
department.  The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Briggs 
explained  the  condition  of  the  department,  and  the 
necessity  with  reference  to  it,  of  granting  this  ap- 
nropriation,  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  thousand  dollars  of  which  had  fallen  due  prior 
to  and  within  the  quarter  ending  March  31st,  be- 
yond any  means  in  the  department  to  meet  the  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  Gilmer  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Briggs).  That  gentleman  had  made  out  a clear 
case  of  justice  and  necessity. 

Mr.  G.  offered  the  following  amendment,  to  come 
in  at  the  end  of  the  bill. 

“ Provided , That  the  money  hereby  appropriated 
shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  post  office  depart- 
ment hereafter,  when  the  condition  of  its  funds  shall 
permit;  to  be  refunded  into  the  treasury,  or  de- 
ducted from  any  sums  which  the  post  office  de- 
partment may  heretolore  have  paid  into  the  treasu- 
ry.” 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Roosevelt, 
J.  G.  Floyd,  Sattonstull,  Cave  Johnson,  Dawson,  of 
Georgia,  Chittenden,  Tillinghast,  Clifford,  Morgan, 
Hopkins,  Bidlack,  Browne,  Briggs  and  Campbell. 

The  arguments  employed  by  the  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  were  very  similar,  and  may  be  generally 
stated  as  follows: 

The  bill  was  opposed — 

1.  Because  it  introduced  a new  principle,  or  at 
least  anew  practice  into  the  government,  viz:  pay- 
ing the  debts  of  the  post  office  department  out  of 
the  general  treasury  of  the  government,  instead  of 
keeping  it  separate,  causing  its  receipts  to  meet  its 
expenditures;  when  they  were  redundant,  extending 
mail  facilities;  and  when  they  were  deficient,  cur- 
tailing mail  facilities. 

2.  Because  it  assumed  the  existence  of  a debt 
which  was  not,  and  could  not  be  authentically  stat- 
ed, inasmuch  as  there  had  not  been  time  to  receive 
the  necessary  returns  in  relation  to  the  payment  of 
drafts  on  postmasters. 

3.  Because  the  estimates  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded  included  $150,000  to  be  retained  in  the  de- 
partment as  a fund  to  meet  contingencies;  and  it 
was  wrong  to  drain  the  treasury  to  place  such  a 
fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  postmaster  general. 

4.  Because  the  postmaster  general  differed  in 
opinion  from  the  president,  and  ought  to  resign. 

5.  Because  he  was  incompetent  to  his  office. 

0.  Because  he  had  three  times  been  rejected  by 
the  people  of  his  own  slate. 

7.  Because  he  had  stopped  a Sunday  mail  be- 
tween New  York  and  Boston,  which  looked  like  an 
attempt  to  introduce  a system  which  had  once  be- 
fore been  pressed  by  a certain  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  utterly  rejected  and  put  dowTn  by  pub- 
lic opinion. 

8.  Because  he  had  carried  out  a system  of  pro- 
scription in  the  removal  of  postmasters,  contrary  to 
whig  professions  and  promises  before  the  election. 
One  postmaster  had  been  appointed  because  his  re- 
commendations stated  that  he  was  “a  steamboat  in 
politics.” 

9.  Because,  by  a proper  economy,  the  whole  of 
the  present  debt  might  be  paid  off,  as  Amos  Kendall 
had  paid  off  a debt  of  $800,000  entailed  upon  him 
by  Mr.  Barry. 

10.  Because  Amos  Kendall  was  the  best  post- 
master general  the  country  had  ever  seen  since  the 
foundation  of  the  government,  and  had  been  remov- 
ed to  make  way  for  the  present  incumbent. 

11.  Because,  if  this  debt  was  once  paid  out  of  the 
treasury,  it  would  introduce  a precedent  which 
would  eventually  be  followed,  and  would  lead  to 
great  waste  and  extravagance. 


12.  Because  the  treasury  was  said  not  to  be  able 
to  meet  the  ordinary  current  expenditures  of  the 
government,  and  how  could  it  bear  this  additional 
burden?  The  loan  would  have  to  be  increased. 

13.  Because  the  contractors,  when  ttiey  made 
their  contracts,  looked  only  to  the  receipts  of  the 
department  for  their  security;  and,  if  these  were  in- 
sufficient, they  could  not  complain;  they  never  looked 
to  the  treasury  for  their  pay. 

14.  Because  the  only  control  congress  has  over 
the  postmaster  general  is  to  limit  his  revenues. 

15.  Because  $150,000  had  already  been  appro- 
priated to  the  post  office  in  Washington. 

16.  Because  the  2 cents  allowed  to  postmasters 
for  the  delivery  of  franked  documents  amounted  to 
$'200,000  a year,  and  sometimes  brought  the  depart- 
ment in  debt  to  a post  office  instead  of  the  post 
office  to  the  department. 

The  bill  was  advocated — 

1.  On  the  ground  that  this  money  was  a govern- 
ment debt,  undeniably  due. 

2.  That  the  constitution  knew  no  difference  be- 
tween public  debts,  whether  due  from  one  depart- 
ment or  another. 

3.  That  it  made  no  difference  to  what  contrac- 
tors might  have  looked  as  their  security,  the  go- 
vernment was  bound  for  every  debt  justly  and  pro- 
perly contracted  by  any  one  of  its  authorised  agents. 

4.  Because  the  eontractors  were  suffering  for 
want  of  the  money  they  had  earned — their  stock,  in 
some  cases,  having  been  detached,  in  others  under 
execution,  and,  in  some  cases,  actually  sold. 

5.  Because  the  contractors  had  exhibited  great 
zeal  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  contracts, 
and  great  forbearance  and  patience  under  unmerit- 
ed embarrassment  and  suffering. 

In  reply  to  the  arguments  on  the  other  side,  it 
was  contended — 

1.  That  Mr.  Granger  was  not  answerable  for  this 
debt,  it  having  been  due  before  he  came  into  office. 

2.  That  the  debt  could  be  known  and  was  known 
very  nearly,  notwithstanding  all  the  returns  were 
not  actually  in. 

3.  That  the  report  rested  in  part  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  Mr.  Whittlesy,  the  auditor  general  of 
the  post  office  department,  whose  accuracy,  in- 
dustry and  fidelity  were  above  all  doubt  or  suspi- 
cion. 

4.  That  Mr.  Granger’s  conduct  in  removals  or 
appointments  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  debts  of 
the  government  or  the  rights  of  its  creditors. 

5.  That  Mr.  Granger  did  no  more  than  his  duty 
in  removing  improper  incumbents. 

6.  That  his  rule  in  removals  had  been  to  remove 
those  only  who  had  prostituted  their  offices  to  poli- 
tical purposes,  and  made  themselves  busy  partisans 
at  elections. 

7.  That  while  some  complained  of  the  number 
removed,  more  persons  complained  that  so  many 
violent  partisans  were  still  retained  in  office.  (Go- 
vernor Marcy  for  one). 

8.  That  there  was  no  more  reason  the  post  office 
department  should  be  kept  independent  of  the  trea- 
sury than  that  the  navy  department  or  the  war  de- 
partment should.  And  congress  might  as  well  re- 
fuse to  appropriate  for  the  navy  department  be- 
cause it  did  not  take  prizes  enough  to  support  its 
own  expenses,  or  for  the  war  department  because  it 
did  not  conquer  territory  enough  to  pay  for  its  own 
expenses. 

9.  Because,  when  the  constitution  gave  a power 
to  congress  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
it  impliedly  required  congress  to  do  so.  And,  if  con- 
gress did  so,  it  must  pay  whatever  it  cost  to  estab- 
lish and  to  keep  them  up. 

10.  Because  the  insufficiency  of  its  revenues  no 
more  discharged  congress  from  this  duty  than  would 
the  insufficiency  of  court  fees  discharge  congress 
from  the  duty  of  establishing  courts  inferior  to  the 
supreme  court,  and  providing  for  the  administration 
of  justice  to  the  people. 

11.  Because  the  numberof  unpaid  mail  contrac- 
tors was  very  large,  being  over  400:  and  the  amount 
due  them  not  less  than  $197,607,  ($30,000  due  to 
one  contractor). 

12.  Because  the  credit  of  the  government  was  the 
honor  of  the  country,  and  it  was  disgraceful  that 
men  who  had  faithfully  served  the  public  should  be 
ruined  by  the  refusal  of  government  to  pay  them 
their  just  dues. 

13.  Because  to  refuse  to  pay  the  debt  of  a de- 
partment because  members  of  congress  had  a per- 
sonal dislike  or  other  objection  to  the  person  at 
the  head  of  the  department,  was  not  only  open  dis- 
honesty, but  it  was  introducing  a revolutionary 
principle,  which,  if  pursued,  would  destroy  the  go- 
vernment. 

14.  As  to  the  discontinuance  of  a single  Sunday 
mail  route,  the  whole  of  them  had  been  disconti- 
nued by  Mr.  Niles,  a postmaster- general  of  the 
gentleman’s  own  politics.  The  discontinuance  of 


this  one  route  was  temporary,  and  to  resist  ex- 
tortion. 

15.  As  to  Mr.  Granger’s  having  been  three  times 
rejected  by  the  people  of  New  York  lor  a state  of- 
fice, so  had  Mr.  Van  Buren  been  three  times  reject- 
ed for  the  presidency  of  the  union. 

16.  It  i3  no  more  than  fair,  even  on  the  principle 
that  the  post  office  is  to  be  kept  independent  of  the 
treasury,  that  the  treasury  should  give  the  post  office 
this  half  million,  because  the  treasury  has  hereto- 
fore received  from  the  post  office  over  a million. 

17.  What  evidence  is  there  of  a disposition  to 
raise  a high  tariff,  because  gentlemen  plead  that  the 
government  should  pay  an  honest  debt? 

18.  The  mail  contractors’  contracts  are  made  with 
the  government,  therefore  the  government  is  bound 
to  pay  the  money:  if  the  department  cannot,  the 
treasury  must. 

The  committee  then  rose  (for  want  of  a quorum), 
and,  at  a little  after  3 o’clock,  the  house  adjourned, 
Wednesday,  Aug.  25.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Par- 
menter  presented  the  petition  of  Win.  Parker  and 
others  for  admission  free  of  duty  or  certain  articles 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  glas3.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  C.  W.  Wood  and  others,  of  Ashby,  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  discontinuance  of  the  spirit  ration 
in  the  United  States  navy.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
Wm.  W.  Seaton,  esq.  mayor  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, communicating  a copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a large  and  highly  respectable  meeting  of  citi- 
zens, expressive  of  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  on 
the  late  riotous  proceedings  of  a few  disorderly 
persons,  most  of  them  presumed  to  be  non-residents, 
and  of  the  outrage  on  the  feelings  of  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  on  the  occasion  of  his  rejection 
of  the  bank  bill.  These  proceedings  are  signed  by 
the  highly  respectable  committee  appointed  by  the 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  known  its  views 
and  wishes  to  the  president  and  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  and  which  consists  of  Mr.  Seaton,  the 
mayor,  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Joseph  Bryan,  Nathan 
Tovvson  and  John  P.  Van  Ness,  esqs.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggsffhe.  house  again  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  in  the  chair), 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  post  office 
department. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  M r. 
Gilmer  to  amend  the  bill  by  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
department  to  refund  the  money  to  the  treasury. 

Messrs.  Cary,  Sleenrod,  Hopkins,  Littlefield  and 
Gordon,  made  some  remarks,  when 
Mr.  Arnold  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  com- 
miltee  during  an  hour,  in  a speech  upon  the  gene- 
ral political  condition  of  parties,  upon  the  political 
topics  which  had  been  introduced  in  the  debate, 
and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson 
and  other  members  who  had  preceded  him. 

Mr.  Stanly  replied  to  Mr.  Arnold,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Bolts. 

Mr.  Bolls  followed  in  explanation,  and  replied  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Stanly. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Profit,  Dawson  and  Briggs. 

Mr.  McKay  then  proposed  the  following  modified 
proposition  as  an  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gilmer). 

“That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorised,  in  case  it  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  post  office  department  to  meet  its  pre- 
sent engagements  and  pay  its  debts,  to  cause  a sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  money  which  may  be  borrowed 
in  execution  of  the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  authorising  a 
loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,’  approved  July  21st,  1811,  to  be  applied  to 
the  use  of  such  department  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, and  to  he  reimbursable  out  of  the  accruing 
funds  of  the  department;  the  said  money  to  be  ac- 
counted for  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  second 
section  of  the  ‘act  to  change  the  organization  of  the 
post  office  department,  and  to  provide  more  effec- 
tually for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  thereof,’ 
passed,  July  2,  1841.” 

Mr.  Melt,  trusted,  he  said,  that  the  separation 
which  had  existed  for  twenty  years  between  the 
funds  of  the  post  office  department  and  the  funds  of 
the  general  treasury  would  still  be  preserved.  And 
it  could  only  be  preserved  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Briggs  briefly  opposed  the  proposition. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Payne,  C.  Brown,  James,  of  Penn.  Cushing,  Mar- 
shall and  Wise,  when  Mr.  Andrews  moved  that  the 
committee  rise;  which  motion  prevailing  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

And,  at  a late  hour,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Bank  robbed.  The  Danville  branch  of  the  Farmers’ 
Lank  of  Virginia  was  robbed  on  the  night  of  the  21st 
or  22 d.  and  $92,135  abstracted— of  which,  however, 
$72,135  were  in  notes  nmtulated  and  marked  “cancel- 
led.” A reward  of  $5,000  has  been  offered  for  the  de- 
tection of  the  robbers  and  recovery  of  the  money. 

The  Bankrupt  Law.  The  number  of  signers  to 
petitions,  circulated  in  the  state  of  New  York  alone,  for 
a general  bankrupt  law,  is  as  follows  : city  29,912 ; 
country  32,284 — total  62,196.  [IV.  Y .Exp. 

Beet  paper.  Paper  has  been  made  in  England  of 
the  pulp  of  the  beet  after  the  saccharine  matter  has 
been  extracted  for  making  sugar.  Only  the  coarser 
kinds  of  paper  have  yet  been  attempted,  but  so  far  the 
experiment  has  been  successful,  and  a patent  has  been 
taken  out  for  the  process. 

Bouquet.  The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  National 
Intelligencer  says — ‘‘I  reconnoitered  }'esterday,  a con- 
vocation of  the  laundresses  of  the  numerous  garrison 
ol_  Versailles — scourers  of  the  bed-linen,  as  they  are  fa- 
miliarly called.  They  were  in  their  professional  dis- 
habille, and  numbered  some  eighty  or  a hundred.  The 
whole  American  union  could  not  have  furnished  such 
a bouquet  of  civilization,  (if  I may  be  allowed  a violent 
metaphor);  and  imposing  as  they  were,  I found  them 
less  remarkable  as  specimens  than  the  larger  horde  of 
female  scavengers  whom  I have  seen  collected  near  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  in  Paris.’’ 

Bread  stuff.  With  reference  to  the  unfavorable 
prospocts  for  the  harvest  in  the  north  of  Europe,  an 
English  paper  received  by  the  last  arrival,  calcu- 
lates that  one  day’s  consumption  of  grain  in  France 
is  equal  to  the  freight  of  175  vessels  of  100  tons  each. 

That  a day’s  consumption  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  would  freight  145  vessels 
of  the  same  burden. 

That  thus  it  would  require  320  vessels  of  100  tons  each, 
to  convey  to  England  and  France  a single  day’s  supply 
of  grain  or  flour. 

Taking  the  value  of  these  articles  at  £16  sterling 
or  400  francs,  the  ton,  a day’s  consumption  would 
cost  12,800,000  francs,  rather  more  than  half  a mil- 
lion of  pounds  sterling,  or  near  two  millions  and  a half 
dollars. 

In  1817,  Great  Britain  imported  supplies  for  36  days. 
In  1818,  for  73  days.  In  1819,  for  26  days. 

[TV.  Y.  Cour. 

Colonization  society.  From  the  12th  of  May  to 
ihe  12th  of  August,  the  contributions  to  the  New  York 
Colonization  society  were  $3,712  30. 

Congressional.  The  land  distribution  and  general 
pre-emption  bill,  which  passed  the  house  of  representa- 
tives some  time  since,  was  amended  in  the  senate  by 
providing  that  the  law  should  cease  to  operate  when- 
ever congress  should  lay  a duty  of  more  than  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorum  upon  imported  articles — thus  connect- 
ing this  bill  with  the  compromise  act.  In  this  form  the 
bill  passed  the  senate  on  the  26,h  inst.  ayes  28,  nays 
22.  The  decision  was  strictly  a party  vote,  except 
that  Mr.  Preston,  of  S.  C.  voted  in  the  negative.  The 
bill  is  returned  to  the  house  for  their  decision  upon  the 
amendment. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  the 
post  office  department,  passed  the  house  on  the  26th, 
ayes  126,  nays  48. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  funeral  of  the  late  president  Wm.  Henry 
Harrison,  passed  by  a vote  of  128  to  23 — and  the  bill 
relative  to  placing  the  statute  of  Washington  in  the  ro- 
tunda passed  without  a division. 

The  bill  for  establishing  a fiscal  corporation,  reported 
in  the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  fiscal  bank  bill  which  was  vetoed  by 
Ihe  president,  passed  the  house  on  the  23d,  and  is  now 
before  the  senate. 

Deaths  in  New  York  during  the  last  week,  there 
were  224  deaths,  whizh  is  more  than  in  any  week  this 
year.  In  Baltimore  70,  of  whom  36  were  under  2years, 
16  were  free  colored  and  5 slaves. 

Amongst  the  obituaries  of  the  week  we  notice  that  of 
the  lion.  Gideon  Lee,  late  representative  in'  congress 
who  died  at  his  residence  in  Genava,  N.  Y.  on  the 
21st  inst. 

David  Williams,  esq.  died  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.  on 
the  1st  inst.  in  his  84th  year.  Mr.  W.  was  engaged 
during  the  whole  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Long  Island  and  Monmouth. 
He  received  a pension  from  government. 

Henry  Brevoort,  one  of  the  richest  men  in  New  York, 
died  in  that  city  on  Sunday  last,  aged  nearlj'  100  years. 
He  is  thought  to  have  been  worth  more  than  $2,000,000. 
He  was  originally  a market  gardener,  and  many  years 
ago  purchased  for  about  $500  a small  strip  of  land, 
which  was  tiien  looked  upon  ajijjieing  in  the  country. 
It  is  now  the  very  centre  of  business  in  New  York, 
and  of  course  has  increased  immensely  in  value.  He 
held  it  until  his  death. 

The  New  Orleans  board  of  health,  under  date  of 
17th  instant,  announce  the  increase  of  yellow  fever  in 
that  city,  and  that  eight  deaths  had  occurred  by  it  since 
the  14th. 

The  disputed  territory.  Two  companies  of  U. 
States  troops  are  on  their  way  to  the  disputed  territory 
to  relieve  the  civil  posse  maintained  there  at  the  joint 
expense  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  These  will  be 
the  first  government  soldiers  that  have  been  there  since 
the  dispute  commenced. 


Elections.  It  was  stated  in  the  last  Register  that 
the  congressional  election  in  Illinois  had  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  two  Van  Buren  and  one  whig  member.  It 
appears  from  later  accounts  that  two  whigs  have  been 
elected  from  that  state.  Mr.  Casey  beats  his  opponent 
200  votes. 

In  Tennessee  unofficial  returns  from  all  the  counties 
but  two,  give  for  governor  Jones,  (W.)  50,962,  Polk, 
(V.  B.) , 47,527 — whig  majority  3,437. 

For  the  legislature  the  whigs  gain  two  senatorial  dis- 
tricts and  lose  one,  which  will  make  the  next  senate 
consist  of  13  Van  Buren  and  12  whigs — that  is  counting 
Mr.  Turney  for  Van  Buren.  For  the  house  the  whigs 
gain  six  and  lose  none — which  gives  them  39  to  36  Van 
Buren  in  the  popular  branch,  and  makes  a majority  of 
two  whigs  on  joint  ballot. 

Explosion  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  On  the  night  of  the 
20th  inst.  a fire  broke  out  in  a carpenter’s  shop  near 
the  Oswego  canal,  and  whilst  the  crowd  of  people  were 
surrounding  and  endeavoring  to  extinguish  it,  28  kegs 
of  powder  which  were  concealed  there  against  the  laws 
of  the  corporation  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
people,  exploded,  spreading  death  and  destruction 
around.  Thirty  persons  were  killed  and  about  fifty 
wounded,  of  whom  several  have  since  died. 

Factory  girls.  The  factory  girls  of  Lowell  had  in 
deposit  in  the  Savings  bank,  up  to  July  of  last  year, 
upwards  of$305, 000.  The  whole  number  of  depositors 
were  978.  It  is  a common  thing  for  one  girl  to  have 
$500  in  deposit. 

Flour.  On  the  reception  of  the  last  news  from  Eng- 
land, flour  advanced  in  the  New  York  market  to  $6  75 
for  good  brands,  and  at  other  ports  in  proportion. 

Gen.  J.  Harlan.  Among  the  passengers  recently 
from  Havre,  by  the  packet  Sylvie  de  Grasse,  is  general 
J.  Harlan,  of  Philadelphia,  who  returns  to  his  native 
city  after  an  absence  of  nearly  twenty  years,  princi- 
pally passed  in  India  and  Central  Asia,  during  which 
period  lie  successively  served  as  surgeon  in  the  honor- 
able East  India  company’s  service,  in  the  Burmese  war, 
(lie  civil  and  military  service,- of  his  highness  the  Maha 
Rajah  Rungeet  Tyng,  prince  of  Lahore,  including  the 
government  of  the  province  Guzerath;  and,  lastly, 
aid-de-camp  general  to  Dost  Mahomed,  kaen  of  Ca- 
bul;  besides  extensive  peregrinations  in  the  most  inte- 
resting and  less  frequented  parts  of  Central  Asia,  in- 
cluding a year’s  residence  in  and  about  the  plains  of 
the  Oreus.  It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  men  to  en- 
counter such  numerous  and  romantic  adventures.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will,  without  delay,  favor  the 
public  with  his  personal  narrative.  [H.  S.  Gaz. 

Hospitals.  There  are  1,326  hopitals  in  France> 
which  minister  to  152,820  indigent  persons  per  annum. 

Illinois  iron.  An  extensive  bed  of  iron  ore,  said 
to  he  of  the  best  quality,  has  recently  been  found  on 
Big  creek,  Hardin  county,  Illinois,  within  five  miles  of 
the  Ohio  river.  The  Sangamo  Journal  states  that 
works  have  been  erected,  and  that  within  the  past 
year  four  or  five  hundred  tons  of  pig  metal,  and  be- 
tween one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  tons  of 
castings  have  been  sold  from  them. 

Importations.  The  N.  York  Express  says:  The 
packets  from  England  are  bringing  comparatively 
large  cargoes  of  dry  goods;  and  but  feiv  heavy  pack- 
ages. There  is  every  prospect  that  the  fall  supply  of 
dry  goods  will  be  large  and  well  assorted.  The  pack- 
age auction  sales  have  not  commenced;  it  is  therefore 
impossible  to  say  how  goods  will  pay.  One  thing  is 
certain,  the  government  will  derive  a pretty  large  re- 
venue, much  larger  than  was  expected  a few  months 
since. 

Jews.  By  late  returns,  the  number  of  Jews,  through- 
out all  Russia,  is  found  to  be  1,054,349.  In  Poland, 
there  are  111,307.  In  the  city  of  Warsaw,  they  form 
one-fourth  of  the  whole  population. 

Lumber  trade.  The  quantity  of  lumber  which  has 
been  brought  to  market  from  the  forests  in  the  state  of 
Maine  is  estimated,  in  the  Portland  Advertiser,  to  be 
one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  feet,  which  on  an 
average  is  worth  $10  per  thousand  feet,  and  yielded 
$1,600,000.  This  quantity  was  received  from  the  Pe- 
nobscot, Kennebec  and  Androscoggin  rivers.  It  is 
added  that  the  other  rivers  in  the  state  yielded  sixty-five 
millions  more,  which  will  make  the  aggregate  product 
of  the  year  $2,250,000. 

McLeod.  The  term  of  the  court  at  which  the  trial 
is  to  take  place  commences  on  the  27th  Sept,  at  Utica. 

Prince  de  Joinville.  The  French  frigate  La  Belle 
Poule,  of  sixty  guns,  commanded  by  the  prince  de 
Joinville,  and  the  corvette  Le  Cassard,  of  twenty  guns, 
capt.  Lugeal,  are  hourly  expected  at  New  York,  from 
Newfoundland.  The  prince  is  now  in  command  of 
the  French  naval  station  at  the  latter  place. 

Rail  road  speed.  An  instance  of  the  amazing  ra- 
pidity with  which  communication  can  now  be  affected 
through  the  medium  of  rail  roads  was  afforded  recent- 
ly in  England.  A special  train  was  despatched  from 
Birmingham  to  London,  on  election  business,  at  12  P. 
M.  (calling  in  its  course  at  seven  intermediate  stations, 
and  suffering  delay  altogether  of  fourteen  minutes), 
and  arrived  at  Easton  station  at  eleven  minutes  past 
three  A.  M.  thus  performing  the  distance  of  112  1-2 
miles,  exclusive  of  stoppages,  in  two  hours  and  fifty- 
seven  minutes! 


Steamboat  disaster.  The  New  Orleans  Couric 
has  the  following  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  Unite 
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States  army,  dated  steamer  Louisiana,  Point  Corn 
August  13,  1S41. 

Sir:  I send  you  a hasty  report  of  the  loss  sustai: 
by  our  regiment  and  the  steamer,  from  the  explosio 
yesterday  evening,  for  which  I refer  you  to  the  lette 
the  captain  of  the  Louisiana. 

5.  “A’’  company — 1 musician  and  2 privates  scale 
private  Wilson  killed;  Vandyke  missing. 

5.  “D’’ company — Sergeant  Ladd,  corporal  Conne 
privates,  Paxson,  Hyland  and  Harris,  missing. 

1.  “B”  company,  one  private  missing. 

2.  “G”  company,  privates  Townley  and  Mallory,  r 
sing. 

5.  “H”  company,  1 musician, 2 privates  missing,; 
2 scalded. 

5.  “K’’  company,  musician  post,  and  privates  Wi 
and  Wallack  missing,  and  2 privates  scalded. 

13  total,  killed  1,  missing  15,  scalded  7. 

9 hands  of  the  steamer,  3 missing,  2 dead,  and  4 sc; 
ed. 

32  in  all.  Aggregate  3 dead,  11  scalded,  and  18  i 
sing. 

Steam  towboat  explosion.  The  towboat  Svs 
captain  Lambert,  while  coming  up  the  Mississippi  r 
on  Monday  evening,  16th  instant,  having  in  tow 
Heber  and  schooner  Alexander  Washington,  when 
posite  Villere’s  plantation,  fifteen  miles  below  New 
leans,  burst  her  starboard  boiler,  by  which  accic 
four  persons  were  killed  and  a large  number  won 
ed.  One  boiler  was  thrown  upwards  and  the  gre 
part  of  it  lodged  on  the  hurricane  roof,  and  the  out 
boiler  was  forced  over  the  schooner  along  side  and 
in  the  river. 

Titles.  The  emperor  of  Russia  has  assumed 
title  of  “defender  of  the  Christians  of  the  east.” 
The  Christians  of  the  west  will  have  to  get  on  as  t 
can  as  yet  without  his  protection. 

Tomato  figs.  As  the  season  for  the  maturity 
that  valuable  and  favorite  vegetable,  the  tomatc 
at  hand,  the  following  publication  for  the  presei 
tion  of  it  in  a new  form  will  prove  generally  acce] 
ble: 

Hon.  J.  S.  Skinner.  Take  six  pounds  of  suga 
one  peck  (or  16  lbs.)  of  the  lruit.  Scald  and  rem 
the  skin  of  the  fruit  in  the  usual  way.  Cook  them  c 
a fire,  their  own  juice  being  sufficient  without  the 
dition  of  water,  until  the  su»ar  penetrates  and  they 
clarified.  They  are  then  taken  out,  spread  on  dis 
flattened  and  dried  in  the  sun.  A sinali  quantity  of 
syrup  should  be  occasionally  sprinkled  over  them  wl 
drying;  after  which,  pack  them  down  in  boxes,  trea 
each  layer  with  powdered  sugar.  The  syrup  is 
terwards  concentrated  and  bottled  for  use.  T 
keep  well  from  year  to  year,  and  retain  surprisii 
their  flavor,  which  is  nearly  that  of  the  best  qualit 
fresh  figs.  The  pear  shaped  on  single  tomatoes  ans 
the  purpose  best.  Ordinary  brown  sugar  may  be  u; 
a large  portion  of  which  is  retained  in  the  syrup. 

[Amer.  Farms 

Stocks  have  declined,  U.  S.  bank  stock  has  g 
down  to  llal2;  Indiana  bonds  56j. 

Utica  and  Schenectady  rail  road.  The  Schei 
tady  Reflector  says — “This  road  commenced  op 
tions  with  the  month  of  August,  1836,  from  which  t 
up  to  the  1st  of  August,  1841,  making  a period  of 
years.  Within  that  time  the  company’s  locorno 
engines  have  made  about  1,870  trips  across  the  r 
annually,  or  in  other  words,  have  run  on  an  aver; 
about  150,000  miles  a year,  and  within  the  perioc 
five  years  750,000  miles.  Within  the  same  period  t 
have  carried  434, S93  passengers  over  the  whole  ler 
of  their  road,  and  376,695  between  intermediate  poi 
making,  in  the  aggregate,  811,589  passengers  i 
have  been  transported  oil  that  road  within  five  ye 
Within  this  five  years  during  which  811,589  passen; 
have  been  conveyed  on  that  road,  no  accident,  (v 
but  one  exception,  in  1836,  when  two  passengers  vi 
slightly  hurt),  has  ever  occurred,  by  which  any 
senger  was  injured;  and  no  serious  injury  with  but 
exception,  has  ever  occurred  to  any  of  the  men  emplo 
on  the  engines  or  train.  Within  the  same  perioc 
five  years,  during  which  the  locomotive  engines  h 
made,  on  an  average,  1,870  tripes  annually,  they  li 
never  failed  to  make  any  one  trip,  have  never  but  o 
been  six  hours  behind  their  time,  and,  with  four  or 
exceptions,  have  never  been  three  hours  behind  t. 
time,  although  snows  have  covered  the  track  three 
deep,  and  floods  have  carried  off  and  fire  burnt 
bridges.  There  is  no  line  of  public  conveyance  on 
face  of  the  globe,  not  even  excepting  the  Hudson  ri 
steamboats,  that  can  show  a greater  degree  of  reg 
rity,  punctuality  and  safety  in  the  transportation  of 
great  a number  of  passengers,  than  the  Utica  and  £ 
nectady  rail  road,  and  certainly  no  rail  road  that 
at  all  compete  with  it.  This  most  complete  and  grat 
ing  success  is  owing  to  the  care,  attention  and  ski 
Wm.  C.  Young,  superimendent  and  engineer,  anc 
David  Mathews,  superintendent  of  the  motive  powei 
that  road.’’ 

Wheat.  A correspondent  of  the  New  York  C< 
mercial  says:  “The  county  of  Niagara,  I was  saiq 
cd  to  learn,  will  furnish  during  the  present  year  45(1, 
to  50(1,000  surplus  bushels  of  wheat,  which  will  rea 
half  a million  ol  dollars;  and  Lockport,  with  its 
tensive  flouring  mills,  will  be  the  market  for  the  gre 
part.” 
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diciary 273;  memorials  against  postponing  or  repealing 
330,331,332,333;  considered  in  senate  358;  vote  of  the 
United  Stales  senate  on  359 

Bankrupt  law — history  of  2,  3,  273;  memorial  of  New 
York  merchants  relative  to,  in  United  Stales  senate  276; 
memorials  279;  Mr.  Benton  on  postponement  of  ope- 
ration of  ib.;  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  280; 
vole  on  '4,93.311;  repeal  of  asked  312,316;  committee 
instructed  to  report  bill  to  repeal  ib;  petitions  of  Louisi- 
ana for  repeal  of  ib;  yeas  and  nays  on  reference  and  in- 
struction for  repeal  of  317,  320;  remonstrances  on  331; 
amendments  proposed  333;  bill  repotted  and  read  to  re- 
peal tlie,  debate  on  334;  repeal  of  in  house  of  represen- 
tatives 335,  346,  347  34S;  peiitions  for  and  against  35S; 
petitions  against  repeal  or  postponement  359,  371;  372, 
6,  395,  397;  on  engrossment  ib,  412, -413,  415 

Barker,  J.  N.  nomination  of  rejected  416 

Battle  of  New  Orleans,  facts  in  relation  to  386,  3S7 
Beacon  light  56 

Belfast,  (Ireland)  census  of  144 

Belgium — purchase  of  steamer  by,  union  of  with 
France,  17;  economy  introduced  into  83;  resolution  re- 
lative to  correspondence  with  on  indemnity  for  losses 
sustained  during  setge  of  Antwerp  372;  adopted  ib, 
Bell,  John,  (secretary  of  war,)  letter  on  resigning  53, 231 
Belleville,  burnt  104 

Benjamin,  Jonathan,  death  of  192 

Berrien,  judge  report  of  committee  instructing  213 
Beverley,  Carter  correspondence  of  401,  402 

Black,  II.  lion,  deatli  of  226;  in  the  house  of  reps.  254 
Bleaching  powder,  duty  11;  petit, ons  on  ib. 

Blossbnrg  coal  208 

Bibles,  number  printed  in  Sandwich  language  66 

Biddle,  N.  suit  against  16;  arrest  of  320,  336 

Birchard,  M.  elected  judge  of  sup.  court  of  Ohio  323 
Boling,  Edward  sentence  against  192 

Bolion,  capt.  sentence  of  court  martial. on  320 

Bonds — facts  relative  to  90;  state  213;  letter  relative  to 
the  of  Illinois  242,  243;  of  state  of  Arkansas  274;  pro- 
ceedings in  Indiana,  amount  of  Illinois  274 

Book  trade  32 

Boraic  acid,  exempted  from  duty 
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Border  troubles  56 

Boston — city  debt  61;  coasting  trade  176;  imports  of 
grain  during  the  year  336;  mortality  of  363 

Botts,  Mr.  remarks  by  44,  45;  on  second  veto  74  to  79 
Boundary — north  eastern  180;  resolutions  of  Vermont 
on  202,  210;  communication  on  the,  of  Texas  and  Unit- 
ed States  331;  report  of  secretary  of  state  relative  to 
northern  of  Missouri  331;  resolution  of  enquiry  relative 
to  the  of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  349;  relative  to  the 
botweeen  the  U.  States  and  Texas  349,  39S;  message 
from  president  relative  to  N.  Hampshire  & Maine  398 
Bradford,  T.  nominated  district  judge  in  Pennsylva- 
nia 384;  rejection  and  vole  of  senate  416 

Bridge,  p»tition  for  over  E.  branch  of  Potomac  33,  50 
Briggs,  Mr.  on  post  office  appropriations  12 

British  colonies — memorial  in  relation  to  trade  with  397 
Brown,  Mr.  A.  V.  excused  from  serving  on  committee 
of  elections  12 

Brown  university  4S 

Buchanan,  gov.  death  of  224 

Buenos  Ayres — engagements  anticipated  in  66,  131 
Buffalo — petition  from  citizens  of  relative  to  American 
citizens  prisoners  at  Australia  300;  tonnage  ot  416 

Burleson,  Shadrick,  (vige  president  of  Texas)  account 
of  226 

Burr  Aaron’s  papers  _ _ 304 

Bustamente,  (president  of  Mexico)  exile  of  401 

Butter  208 

C. 

Cabinet — rumor  of  dissolution  of  17;  dissolution  an- 
nounced 33;  appointment  in  declined  67,  84;  new  com- 
Dleted  98,99,100,131 

Cairo  (Ohio)  . 208 

California — wheat  32;  drought  and  famine  93 

Canada — internal  improvements  18;  death  of  governor 
general  of  53;  north  eastern  boundary  ib;  legislative  pro- 
ceedings 84,  256;  gov.  gen.  of  arrives  at  N.  York  289 
Canals— of  Illinois  3;  Canadian  18;  statistics  of  New 
York  20;  boats  at  Philadelphia  32;  of  N.  York  80;  tolls, 
New  York  slate  118:  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  119;  J.  C. 
Butler  appointed  commissioner  in  Penn.  166;  items  192; 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson  202;  Dismal_  Swamp  203; 
close  of  the  Erie  240;  sianding  committee  of  U.  S.  senate 
on  254;  resolution  for  transfer  of  U.  S.  stock  to  Chesa- 
peake  and  Ohio  268;  of  Dismal  Swamp  288;  tolls  on  288; 
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navigation  and  commerce  on,  tonnages  rales  339:  report 
of  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  352;  of  New  York  368;  aid 
asked  for  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  ‘114;  ib;  resolution  re- 
lative to  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  415 

Candia  52 

Cannon,  Newion  (gov.  of  Tennessee)  death  of  90 

Canton — excitement  in  65.  97 

Caroline,  the— Lord  Uussel  on  the  destruction  of.  Col. 
Napier  on  82;  a card  concerning  178,  4 14 

Casey,  Z (Illinois)  in  house  of  representatives 
Cass,  Gen. — purport  of  letter  from  80 

Cattle  H4 

Cecil  county  (Maryland)  assessment  of  384 

Census — report  of  committee  of  congress  on  distribu- 
tion of  printed  returns  of  10;  house  of  representatives  on 
14.  15;  message  relative  to  29,  37;  of  Great  Britain  80;  ol 
United  States  1 13,  1 14,  1 15;  notes  on  ib;  of  Charleston 
123;  of  Belfast  144;  of  Great  Britain  193;  returns  of  sixth 
printed  2S0;  transmitted  to  congtess  287;  of  Ireland  238; 
apportionment  bill  according  to  6th  in  congress  349;  of 
China  353;  communication  relative  to  412 

Centenary  ol  Lulherism  224 

Central  America  93;  earthquake  in  257;  General  Mur- 
phy arrives  in  304;  attempt  to  assassinate  Gen.  Carrera 
177;  minister  font  United  States  to  ib; 

Champagne  uiue  96 

Chantry,  Sir  Francis  (sculptor)  death  of  273 

Chaplains— resolution  in  U.  S.  senate  relative  to  237; 
in  house  of  representatives  251;  choice  255 

Chapman,  R.  letter  from  declining  to  serve  on  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs  399 

Charleston — census  of  12S 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal — resolution  for  transfer  of 
stock  to  26S;  report  of  president  of  352,  415 

Chicago — leave  to  establish  port  of  entry  299,  300 
China — Biitish  fleet  sail  for  Canton  97;  attack  on  Can- 
ton, proceedings  130;  forces  of  expedition  to  131;  repair- 
ing defences  bn  river,  paragraphs  from  Canton  press,  sir 
H.  Pottinger  expected,  ransom  money,  angry  edict  from 
emperor,  surrender  of  Nusseer  Khan  163;  sir  H.  Pottin- 
ger’s  arrival,  notification,  news  225;  island  of  Amoy  pos- 
sessed by  Great  Britain,  Mandarins  feeble,  populace  of 
bold,  exasperation,  junks  attacked,  WangTung  destroy- 
ed, Cow  Loon  destruction,  report  of  recapture  of  Chusan 
321;  island  of  Amoy  captured  by  British,  statistics,  cen- 
sus, classes,  lands  of,  amount  of  revenue,  taxes  &c.  con- 
tributions 3o3;  news  from  334 

Chinese  collection  224 

Chloride  of  lime,  petitions  for  duties  on  11, 23 

Choctaw  reservations  11;  bill  passed  U.  S.  senate  23 
23;  referred  to  house  of  representatives  ib; 

Christianity,  account  of  in  the  Sandwich  Isles  66 
Christmas  day  233 

Cincinnati — riot  32;  mobs  in  336 

Circassians  victorious  over  Russians  9S3 

Civil  expenses,  appropriations  for  359,393,415 
Classes  in  China  353 

C.  C.  Clay,  resignation  of  219,401 

Clay,  Henry,  letter  from  67;  on  present  of  plough  209 
Climate  of  different  countries  80 

— Coal  32.  61;  in  Cuba  66,  160;  trade  of  Pennsylvania 
203,  in  336;  quantity  in  port  of  Boston  352 

Coast,  report  of  survey  of  transmitted  to  senate  of  U.  S. 
301;  select  committee  on  appointed  415 

Cochineal  insect  16 

Coffin  Wistram,  account  of  176 

Colonial  history  ol  New  York,  inquiry  relative  to  393 
Colored  population — sketch  ol  laws  of  Matylafid  rela- 
tive to  215,  to  21S;  convention  in  Ohio,  colony  proposed 
229;  petition  front  the  of  Mass,  to  naturalization  law  319 
Colonization  224;  25th  meeting  in  Washington  355 
. Colquitt,  hon.  Mr.  (of  Georgia)  qualified  331 

Columbia  river,  accounts  from  226 

Commerce — see  trade , 1;  resolutions  by  committees  on 
28;  laid  on  table  ib;  resolution  on  relations  of  U.  S.  with 
other  nations,  adopted  29;  annual  report  of  of  United 
States  85;  regulations  100;  statistics  of  132;  sketch  con- 
tinued 197.  193,  199,200,  201;  sketch  continued 210, 226; 
standing  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on  254;  of  house  of 
representatives  255;  resolution  that  committee  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  appropriation  conducive  to  269; 
of  Baltimore  336;  bill  relating  to  with  French  Guiana 
283;  chamber  of  present  memorial  for  appropriation  312; 
of  Boston  320;  bill  in  senate  regulating  with  Cayenne, 
French  Guiana  &c.  299;  committee  on  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  necessity  of  appropriation  lor  constructing 
custom  house  at  New  Orleans  300;  of  Baltimore,  of  Wes- 
tern Lakes,  of  Northet  n Lakes  336;  trade  and  on  lakes 
333,  letter  on  353;  of  of  cotton  crops  of  U.  Stales  369;  of 
Cleveland  370;  committee  on  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  excluding  British  vessels  from  certain 
ports  415 

Commercial  emporium  304 

Commissary  of  purchases  312 

Commissioners,  board  of,  bill  to  establish  254 

• Committees  standing  254 

Common  schools,  of  New  Jersey  352 

Comparative  table,  of  agricultural  industry  70 

Compromise  act,  memorial  from  Pennsylvania  oppos- 
ing 413 

Constellation  frigate  128 

Conestoga,  recommended  as  site  for  nati.  foundry  372 
Congress — list  of  acts  of  27  th,  47;  joint  res  ilutions  of  ib; 
resignation  of  two  members  of  1 19,  197;  chaplains  to  254; 
Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  relative  to  membets  of  being  re- 
stricted from  civil  appointments  during  official  term  299; 
on  amending  journal  of  senate  303;  privilege  question 
disposed  of,  vote  thereon  369 

Congressional  temperance  society  400 

Congressurm,  resignation  of  178,  197;  resignation  of 
C.  C-  Clay  219;  death  of  H.  Black  226 


Connecticut — banks  20;  Tyler  convention,  history  of  57. 
abolition  movements  80;  discovery  91;  thanksgiving  102 
Constitution  of  Maine  57;  vote  on  amendment  of  133; 
movement  in  Virginia  for  alteration  of  213;  amendments 
proposed  to  the  of  U.  States  273;  petition  ol  .1.  W t ight  & 
others  relative  to  277;  new  one  in  Rhode  Island  320;  Mr. 
Clay’s  resolutions  in  United  State*  senate  for  amendment 
of  t he  of  United  States  299,  331. 349;  vote  on  amendment 
397;  petition  for  amendment  of  311 

Consuls,  recognition  of  1,  85,  98,  131,145,  177,  209 
256;  recognitions  273,416 

Contested  election  (of  Florida)  28 

Continental  army,  sketch  of  lecture  on  230 

Contingent  expenses  29;  report  of  secretary  of  state  on 
251;  standing  committee  on  254;  415 

Contingent  fund,  report  of  secretary  of  senate  263 
Controversy, South  Carolina  memorialised  congress  on 
tlie  between  New  York  and  Virginia  372 

Convents,  suppression  of  401 

Conventions,  called  in  Connec'icut  and  New  York;  57 
slaveholders  53;  Universalis!  genetul  102;  Protestant 
Episcopal  103;  mechanics  of  Maine  116;  great  suffrage 
of  Rhode  Island,  Van  Bureti  mass,  home  industry  118; 
whigof  New'  York  125,  126,  127;  anti-slavery  128;  mili- 
tary of  Maryland  133;  home  industry  134,  135;  whig  slate 
of  New  Hampshire  147;  military  ol  N.  York  14S;  south- 
western 179;  of  whigs  of  Vermont  132;  in  Virginia  for 
road  1S3;  colored  held  229;  history  of  the  Harrisburg  232; 
in  Illinois  271;  of  slaveholders  in  Maryland  320,  356  357, 
358;  abolition  in  New  York  334;  resolutions  adopted  l> v 
the  national  fot:  encouragement  of  home  industry  334; 
Van  Buren  in  Virginia  334;  national  repeal  416 

Cooper,  hon.  M.  A.  qualifies  331;  le  ter  from  399 
Copyrights,  .have  asked  to  introduce  bill  relative  to  31  I 
Corn — laws  of  G.  Britain  1, 16;  crop  in  Florida  48. 240 
Correspondence,  letter  from  Air.  Crittenden  on  resign- 
ing 33;  from  7’.  Ewing  resigning  secretaryship  of  treasu- 
ry 33,  34;  from  L).  Webster  to  editors  of  Intellisrencer  34; 
to  H.  Kelchum  ib;  G.  E.  Badger,  John  Bell  53,  54;  Mr. 
Webster  54;  extract  of  from  Florida  56;  Henrv  Clay’s  to 
whigs  of  Baltimore  67;  Gen.  Jackson  91;  Mr.  Tallmadge 
103;  the  Grogan  146;  Gen.  Jackson  151;  M.  Van  Buren, 
T.  H Bentqn.  J.  C.  Calhoun.  Tennessee  senators  and 
Mr.  Foster  152,  153;  letter  from  Gen.  Scott  169;  Tyler 
anti  his  neighbors  177;  diplomatic  17S,  179;  from  Santa 
Fe.  from  II.  Clay  to  citizens  of  Dayton  209;  Mr.  Bell  231; 
William  S.  Wait  on  Illinois  bonds  242;  relative  to  deten- 
tion-of  American  vessels  244,  245.  246,  247,  218.  249;  on 
lake  trade  and  commerce,  canal  navigation  &e.  by  J. 
Tallmadge  339,  340;  relative  to  Santa  Fe  capture  342, 
343;  political 402;  Carter  Beverly  ib;  Mr.  Webster  to  Mr. 
Everett  403,  404 

Cotton — prices,  crops  16,  48,64.  96,100:  goods  112, 
manufactures  160;  Bombay  prices  current,  Texian,  crops 
176;  remarks  and  important  statement  concerning  179, 
ISO;  imports  of  in  France  195;  trade  of 197;  market  203; 
240;  cultivation  of  in  East  Indies  337;  crops  of  Egypt  338 
Cotton  floater,  account  of  240 

Court,  proceedings  in  McLeod’s  case  90;  McLeod’s 
ca-e  in  104,  1 19;  trial  in  Illinois  ll9;de-ision  of  case  in 
Louisiana  205;  decision  of  supreme  of  Ohio  in  case  of 
insurance  company  274 

Cranberry  case  160 

Cream  of tartar,  exempted  from  duty  11 

Creole.  brig28S;  resolu'ion  submitted  to  United  States 
senate  312;  debate  on  ib;  mutineers  of304;  protest  of  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  223, 224,  325,  326;  report  on  referred  to 
committee  on  foreign  relations  372;  information  of  requir- 
ed 412;  report  414 

Crittenden,  J.  J.  letter  from  resigning  situation  of  at- 
torney general  33;  compliment  to  119 

Cross.  Mr.  imprisonment  of  48 

Cro'on  acqueduct  369 

Cuba — slave  vessels  fitted  out  from  256;  order  for  sup- 
pressing monasteries  in.  begging  orders  prohibited,  tariff 
to  he  reduced  239;  political  opinion  concerning  334 

Cumberland  road — bill  making  appropriations  for  in- 
troduced 268,  269;  petitions  for  appropriations  for  311 
Currency,  standing  committee  of  ito  tse  of  representa- 
tives on  255;  ready  to  report  349,  352;  report  on  401,  405, 
406  407,  "408  409;  counter  re-port  on  415 

Cushing,  Mr.  address  of  to  constituents  109,  110,111; 
report  of  on  currency  404,  405,  406,  407,408,  409  J 

Custom  house  (of  New  York)  result  of  investigation  of  I 
1;  resolution  relarive  to  expenditures  for  30;  resolution  fori 
full  information  relative  to  affairs  of  tite  of  New  York 
353;  considered  in  senate  395;  Mr  Pierce  on  question  of 
investigation  concerning  396;  laid  on  table  397; executive  1 
communication  relative  to  399;  resolution  relative  to  415 
Cutter  service,  register  of  officers  of  101 

D. 

Dakotes  Indians,  reject  treaty  55 

Davezac,  M >jor,  resolutions  in  New  York  legislature 
relative  to  fine  imposed  on  Gen.  Jackson  336,  337 

Davidson.  James  death  of  224 

Davidson,  general  bill  for  erection  of  monument  to  312 
Deaths  16;  Joseph  Gales  ib;  Mathias  ib,  32;  Cyrus 
Wingate,  Joseph  Nourse,  colonel  E.  Brown  32,  48;  Ca- 
det Mason,  captain  Dade,  R.  Bogardus  48;  S.  Wells  52; 
Lord  Svdenhutn  53,  64;  Edward  de  Wolf  85,  lieutenant 
Jones,  lieutenant  colonel  R.  D.  Wainwright  87;  govern- 
or Cannon  90;  Louis  Cornelius,  general  Paine,  rev.  E. 
Ripley,  rev.  J Elliott,  E.  Squier,  lieutenant  col.  Wain- 
wright 96;  John  Owen  104,  112;  Mr.  Forsyth,  J.  Mur- 
phy, in  New  York  123;  captain  VVhitncy  133,  144;  ma- 
jor Brown,  captain  Gamer,  colonel  Downing  146,  160; 
captain  S.  B.  Grilling.  T.  Dungan  176;  Dr.  Weightman 
181;  Jonathan  Benjamin,  bishop  Moore  192,  208;  Janies 
Davidson,  governor  Buchanan  224;  James  H.  Hook,  F. 
Dunn  211;  II.  Black  226;  Dr.  McKinley  227;  rev.  Jacob 
A.  Burton,  Hezekiah  Niles  256;  sir  Francis  Chantry  273; 


earl  of  Elgin  ib;  major  Zatrzinger,  major  Wilcox  322; 
honorable  D.  Dimock  331,  335;  in  New  York  342;  Na- 
than F.  Dixon  359;  in  Philadelphia  368;  colonel  Cum- 
mings if;  number  during  January  400;  hon.  Lewis  Wil- 
liams 40i;  Charles  Scott  416 

Debts — of  states  202;  of  Illinois  242;  of  Ohio  320;  pe- 
tition to  repeal  law  abolishing  imprisonment  for  in  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  335;  vo.e  of  Mississippi  relative  to  384; 
of  Virginia  ib;  of  Illinois  ^ 416 

Declaration  of  Independence  of  Yacatan  196 

Defences  of  New  Not k 20 1 

Delaware,  on  freedom  from  debt  of,  farm  in  304 

Departments  of  state,  temporary  appointments  to  53 
Digest  of  Patents,  resolution  for  distribution  13,  15 
Dimock,  D.  death  of  announced  331,  335 

Diplomatic  agents — bill  for  appropriations  for,  referred 
11;  proceedings  in  house  representatives  on  13;  passed 
in  house  representatives  14;  Mr.  Adams’  motion  relative 
to  ib;  return  of  19;  bill  reported  in  senate  for  appqopria- 
iions  for  24,  25;  amended  and  passed  26,  27;  colonel 
Todd  minister  to  Russia  33;  in  United  States  senate  41; 
passed  ib;  discussion  on  43;  amendments,  bill  reported  44; 
approved  by  ptesident  47;  C.  Hughes  53;  Mr.  Camber- 
leug  Mexican  commissioner  53:  Austrian  minister  113; 
items  145;  correspondence  173,  179,  196;  arrivals  of 
American  in  Europe  273;  passage  to  ib;  minister  extra- 
ordinary 337;  correspondence  relative  to  Santa  Fe  traders 
342,  343;  hill  reported  making  provision  (or  expenses  359; 
correspondence  between  Messrs.  Webster  and  Everett 
403,  4 U4,  415;  bearer  of  despatches  to  American  minister 
at.  Mexico  322 

Discovery  in  Connecticut.  91 

Dismal  Swamp  canal,  abstract  of  produce  through  288 
Distilleries,  slopped  in  Sandwich  66 

Dissolution  of  union,  petition  for,  presented  351 

Distribution,  (see  preemption) 

District  of  Columbia— bill  to  extend  limits  of  corpora- 
tion of  Georgetown  15;  covinutlee  oi  U.  S.  senate  on 
254,  of  house  representatives  255;  petitions  for  abolition 
of  slavery  in,  or  removal  of  seat  of  government  269;  mes- 
sage referred  301;  petitions  to  repeal  law  abolishing  impri- 
sonment tor  debt  in  335;  resolution  relative  to  sale  of  lotte- 
ry tickets  in  372;  on  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  399 
Divorce  law  of  New  Hampshire  26 

Dixon,  honorable  Mr.  letter  from  read  in  senate  312 
Dixon,  N.  F.  death  of  announced  in  United  States  se- 
nate 359;  funeral  of  371 ; announcement  in  ho.  reps.  381 
Dodge,  J.  A.  address  from  to  tobacco  planters  371 
Dodge,  Mr.  (of  Iowa)  M.  C.  23 

Doorkeeper,  assistant,  abolished  by  ho.  reps.  255 

Drawbacks,  petition  from  New  Yorkers  on  414 

Dry  dock  87 

Duty  and  exchange  42 

Danes  and  drawbacks — debate  on  10;  amendment 
adopted,  hill  informally  passed  over  1 l;debate  and  amend- 
ments 11,23;  debated  26;  signed  by  president  47;  an 
act  relating  to  62;  hill  in  United  Siates  senate  allowing 
in  certain  merchandise  254;  memorial  for  increase  of  on 
certain  articles  347 

E. 

Earthquakes,  at  Martinique 80;  Cartago  257 

Editorial  remarks  on  trade  and  commerce  354,355 
Edwards,  the  forger  144 

Eag  market  224 

Egypt — pasha  recovering  his  influence  52;  pasha’s 
amusement,  cruelty  84;  new  tariff,  cotton  crops  33S 

Elections  43,260,  192,203;  committee  ol  ho.  reps  255; 
in  Georgia  363;  special  in  Pennsylvania  409 

Eleciro  magnetic  telegraph,  inquiry  into  expediency  of 
establishing  system  of  398 

Elgin,  earl  of  death  of  273 

Elssler,  Fanny  192,  401 

Emancipation,  law  in  South  Carolina  to  prevent  320 

Emigrants,  act  important  tc  66,  112;  to  Illinois  304 

Engrossed  bills,  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on  254 

Enlisting,  aliens  202 

Espy,  Proffessor  116 

Estate  144 

European  treaty  for  suppression  of  slave  trade  337 

Everett,  Mr.  minister  to  Great  Britain,  arrival  at  Lon- 
don 273;  letter  from  Mr.  Webster  to  403,  404 

Everglades  64 

Ewing,  Mr.  letter  resigning  secretary  of  treasury  33,  34 
Exchange  16,48.49,64,96,  112,  144,  176,192,208,256, 
Exchequer  bill  273;  question  on,  and  decision  in  con- 
gress 305,  313;  remarks  on  330;  referred  331,  415;  ex- 
chequer board  312,313;  Mr.  Mangum’s  speech  on  343 
to  316;  exchequer  fraud,  in  G.  Britain  240,  337;  exche- 
quer plan  414 

Expenditures — of  ho.  reps,  letter  from  clerk  of,  255; 
committees  on  the  of  departments  and  public  buildings, 
committee  on,  to  make  certain  inquiries  316,  347;  bill  for 
ol  house  of  representatives  discussed  415 

Exploring  expedition  91,  112,320 

Explosion  of  brandy  64 

Explosive  shells  91 

Exports,  of  Virginia  149;  resolution  for  general  state- 
ment of  278;  statement  of.  for  1841  280;  ol  gold  and  sil- 
ver since  1820  400 

Expunging,  resolutions  relative  to  42 

Extract  from  Lady  Blessington  on  American  navy  57 

F. 

Facilities  for  travel  241 

Fnnieul  Hall,  age  of  128 

Festival,  of  charitable  association  of  Maine  116,  117; 
of  anniversary  of  reformation  at  Wirtemberg  273 
Finances,  of  Vermont  202;  of  Indiana  229;  committee 
on  in  United  States  senate  254;  select  committee  of  ho. 
reps,  on  president’s  plan  of  255;  committee  on  in  ho. 
reps,  ib;  part  of  president’s  message  referred  268;  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  ho.  reps,  relative  to  the  president’s  plan 
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269;  report  of  secretary  of  treasury  on  275,  276;  bill  for 
payment  of  expenses  of  1842  before  U.  S.  senate  277; 
passed  ib;  of  Maryland  320;  chairman  of  committee  ad- 
dressed the  senate  331;  of  N.  York  340;  of  Maryland 
340,341;  bill  for  protection  of  American  seamen  395;  see 
report  on  currency  404;  part  of  president’s  message  sub- 
mitted to  committee  on  301;  condition  of  the,  of  Michi- 
gan . 33b 

Fine,  vote  of  New  York  on  refunding  the  imposed  on 
General  Jackson  . ,,  ^ 

Fire,  at  Smyrna  16;  at  St.  Johns  N.  B.  32;  in  Albany 
80,  96,  112,  128,  160;  Tower  of  London  193;  at  various 
places  208,  256;  at  Adrien,  (Michigan)  288;  at  Water- 
town  ib;  penitentiary  of  Missouri  destroyed  by  ib;  at 
Baton  Rouge  320;  Detroit  320 

Fire  arms,  manufactured  at  Harper’s  Ferry  368 

Fire  engine,  by  steam  240 

Firman,  granted  to  Iseralites  65 

Fiscal  agent,  report  upon  257;  resolutions  relative  to  in 
United  States  senate  269;  detail  of  plan  for  laid  before 
senate  278, 300 

Fiscal  corporation  bill — notice  of  1;  bill  reported  in 
United  States  senate  12,  17,  23,  24;  passed  in  senate  24, 
29;  signature  of  speaker  to  29,  30,  31;  passed  ib;  presi- 
dent’s message  relative  43, 44;  vote  on  46 

Florida — accounts  from,  depredations  in  3;  extract  of 

letter  from  56,  58;  Indian  talk  74,  90;  murders  in  101; 
information  from  144,269;  Indian  talk,  Lieutenant  Bat- 
ten’s expedition  274;  Colonel  Riley’s  expedition  288;  re- 
solutions relative  to  war  of,  316:  news  from  320;  legislative 
council  organized,  steamer  Isis  burnt  323;  remonstrance 
against  admission  of  into  union  349;  laid  on  table  ib; 
fight  between  Major  Plympton  and  Halleck  Tuskenuggee 
353;  advices  from  400 

Flour  16,  32,  48,  64,  80,  96, 112, 128, 144,  160, 176,  192, 

208,  240 

Foreign  affairs — bill  relative  to  Mexican  treaty  consi- 
dered in  house  representatives  and  passed  14;  news  16; 
criminals  69;  committee  of  house  representatives  on  245, 
255;  report  upon  petition  for  indemnity  &c.  287;  part  of 
president’s  message  referred  to  committee  on  287;  resolu- 
tions of  legislature  ol  Ky.  relative  to  Santa  Fe  traders  refer 
red  to  committee  on  333;  part  of  committee  on  decline  fur- 
ther service  298;  new  committee  on  appointed  ib;  letters 
from  persons  appointed  399;  third  organization  of  415 
Fortification  bill  10;  debate  and  amendment  11;  further 
proceedings  on  15,  17;  amendment  to  24;  for  Staten  Is- 
land 26,  28;  final  vote  on  in  house  representatives  29, 43, 
203;  bill  in  house  representatives  for  purchasing  sites  for, 
considered  and  laid  aside  13;  at  New  Bedford  69 

Forsyth,  Mr.  death  of  128;  funeral  132;  obituary  no- 
tice and  sketch  of  151;  two  characters  of  176 

Foundry,  the  Conestoga  recommended  as  site  for  372 
Forward,  Mr.  acting  sec.  of  treasury  53;  secretary  98 
France — a verdict  against  Madame  Laffrage,  statistical 
account  of  cod  fishery  in,  union  with  Belgium  17;  har- 
vests, vintage  48;  part  of  army  discharged,  estimates  of 
contingents.  M Humann’s  determination,  weather,  death 
of  Mr.  Wells,  resistance  to  M.  Humann’s  measures, 
French  Africa  52;  effects  of  fiscal  census  in  65;  attempt 
at  assassination  in,  Hoitinguer’s  death,  loan,  French  Afri- 
ca 83;  sedition  97;  tranquillity  of  Paris,  commotions  in 
south  ot,  return  of  squadron,  rupture  of  treaty  with  Bel- 
gium 130;  fall  of  funds  in,  loan  taken,  Bourse  163;  rise 
of  funds  in,  disclosures  relative  to  secret  societies,  army 
of  observation  formed,  disarmament,  editor  tried,  num- 
ber of  medical  men  in  armies  of,  reduction  of  fleet  in 
Mediterranean,  import  of  cotton,  revenue  195;  Spanish 
affairs,  Lord  Cowley,  report  of  committee  on  assassina- 
tion of  princes  225;  difficulties  with  Texas  256;  convo- 
cation of  chamber  of  deputies  273;  quiet  at  Paris,  con- 
spiracy to  blow  up  royal  family  delected,  policy  towards 
Spain  321;  triumph  of  ministry  in,  ordonnanee  and  re- 
port of  marshal  Soult,  reduction  of  army  337;  conspira- 
tors found  guilty,  sentence  passed,  speech  of  king  on 
opening  chamber  of  deputies  33S;  discussion  in  chamber 
of  deputies,  illness  of  Baron  Rothschild,  king  commutes 
sentence  on  criminals,  stock  exchange  401 

Francis,  J.  B.  chancellor  of  Brown  university  48 

Fraud  240 

Francis’,  life  boat  492 

Free  trade  and  protection  of  American  industry,  arti- 
cle on  183,  1S4,  1S5,  186,  J87 

Friendship,  touching  instance  of  devoted  56 

Fugitives,  resolution  on  arrest  of  278 

Fulton,  R.  bill  adverse  to  claims  of  heirs  of  413 

Furs  112 

G. 

Gales,  Joseph,  death  and  biographical  sketch  of  16 
Gantt,  Judge  resignation  of  228 

Gardner,  Col.  communication  from  presented  to  the 
house  of  representatives  44;  not  received  ib. 

Geological  survey  ofN.  Hampshire  20;  report  on  202 
Georgia — freshet  5S;  election  in  104;  gold  mines  of  ib; 
resignation  of  two  congressmen  119;  hanks  ib.;  election 
134^167;  meeting  of  legislature  of,  reduction  of  salaries 
proposed,  extract  from  Gov.  McDonald’s  message  183; 
inaugural  address  of  Gov.  Mc’Donald  203;  instructions 
to  judge  Berrien  213;  message  of  governor  relative  to 
fugitive  slave  241;  bill  in  the  United  States  senate  to 
provide  for  claims  for  services  of  militia  254;  adjournment 
of  legislature  of  274;  bill  reported  in  the  U.  S'.  senate  to 
settle= claims  of  299,  passed  413;  elections  in  36'S 

Germany— rumor  of  commercial  league  of  Mecklen- 
burg 52;  new  coinage  of  65 

Giddon,  Mr.  return  of  from  Egypt  321 

Girard  bank,  failure  of  352 

j Glass,  memorials  for  protection  of  manufac.  of  372, 412 
Glasgow — census  of  . 64 

Gold  224,  resolution  for  statement  of  export  and  im- 
port of  278;  imports  and  exports  since  1820,  400 


Gold  mine  48,  104 

Gonon,  Mons.  system  of  telegraphing,  before  United 
States  senate  277;  report  of  committee  300 

Governor  of  Liberia  352 

Governors  of  states  211 

Grain  in  Pennsylvania  48;  imports  in  Boston  336 

Great  Britain — corn  laws  of  1;  heavy  rains,  prices  of 
grain  and  cotton,  parliament  to  meet,  16;  dominions  of 
ib;  new  peerages,  election  of  peers  in  Scotland  17,  48; 
parliament  assembled,  Victoria’s  speech,  Earl  Spencer, 
Earl  Ripon,  other  debaters,  amendment  moved,  lory 
triumph,  resignation  of  ministers  50;  Lord  Russell’s 
speech  50,  51;  McLeod's  case  debated,  Mr.  Roebuck’s 
remarks  thereon  51,  52;  the  new  ministry,  state  of  trade, 
manufacturing  districts  52;  remarks  on  census  in,  elec- 
tion in  65;  census  80;  despatches  from,  grain  market, 
harvest,  cotton,  sales,  state  of  trade,  tea,  commerce,  mo- 
ney market,  parliament  assembled,  exposition  of  govern- 
ment measures  81;  on  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  anti- 
corn law  meeting,  Vauxhall  gardens  sold  by  auction, 
banking  house  stopped  payment,  the  Kelso  burnt,  Dan- 
iel O’Connell,  Col.  Napier  on  McLeod’s  case,  army,  ex- 
tract of  sir  Robert  Peel’s  speech  82;  enterprise  of  84; 
prorogation  of  parliament,  Lord  Mayor’s  dinner,  sir  C. 
Bagot  Governor  General  of  British  America,  failure  of 
merchants,  Mr.  Hobhouse  resigned,  sir  Edward  Sug- 
den,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  trade,  Liverpool,  on 
import  duties,  grain  harvest,  cotton  market  129;  state  of 
living  in  145;  warlike  preparations  in,  prorogation  of 
parliament,  speech  read,  royal  assent  to  exchequer  bill, 
funding  bill,  poor  law,  continuance  bill,  population’s 
payment  bills;  interview  of  deputation  from  the  unem- 
ployed with  sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord  Ellensborough  gov- 
ernor general  of  India,  deaths  in,  inroads  of  the  sea  on 
south  coast  of,  diplomatic  appointment,  Mr.  O’Connell 
lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  naval  preparations,  emigrations 
from  161;  marriage  of  captain  Canfield  in,  McLeod  case, 
revenue,  trade,  money  market,  corn  market,  crops,  cot- 
ton market  162;  McLeod  case,  districts,  failure  of  potato 
crop,  census  of,  fire  in  the  tower  193;  O’Connell’s  elec- 
tion 194;  birth  of  prince  of  Wales,  Queen  Dowager’s  ill- 
ness, crazy  man’s  attempt,  sir  C.  Bagot,  trade,  lord  mayor 
of  Dublin  on  an  article  in  The  Times  225;  Queen  con- 
valescent, American  stocks,  cotton,  wheat,  flour,  embar- 
kation of  troops,  failure  of  potato  crops  in  Ireland  257; 
emigrants  from  304;  Mr.  Giddon’s  passage  from,  crea- 
tion by  patent  of  prince  of  Wales,  Beaumont  Smith 
transported  from  for  life,  consuls,  Austrian  funds,  trade, 
Royal  Exchange  building,  Niger  expedition  321;  minis- 
ter extraordinary  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Everett  'ar- 
rives in,  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  East  Indies,  treaty 
for  suppression  of  slave  trade,  Lord  Morpeth,  funds,  ex- 
chequer bill  fraud;  rail  road  accident  in,  special  mission 
to  the  United  States  from  and  remarks  thereon  337; 
steam  packets  of  368;  return  of  the  Conway  from  China, 
line  of  steamers  to  be  established  401 

Greece — Otho  and  his  ministers  52;  Mavrocordato  re- 
signed, insurrection  anticipated  83;  M.  Piscatory’s  mis- 
sion to,  excitement  in  195 

Green,  W.  B.  verdict  on  first  indictment  against  192 
Greenough’s  statue  of  Washington — bill  relative  to 
11,  29,  43;  placed  in  rotunda  of  Capitol  224 

Grogan,  release  of  100;  correspondence  146;  sentence 
concerning  178 

FI. 

Hagers'own,  tariff  meeting  in  416 

Harper’s  Ferry — fire-arms  manufactured  at  36S 

Harrisburg  convention,  history  of  232,-233.. 

Harrison,  Gen — appropriations  for  funeral  expenses 
of  referred  to  committee  10;  bill  passed  in  senate  12;  in 
house  of  representatives  debated  and  passed  13,  15;  let- 
ters free  of  postage  to  widow  of,  24,  28;  passed  29;  ib;  43; 
sarcophagus  of  132 

Harrison,  cap,t.  T.  reminiscence  of  69 

Flassler,  R F.  report  by,  of  survey  of  coast,  301 

Havana—  arrival  of  an  exile  and  a dancer  in  401 

Haverhill,  petition  from  for  dissolution  of  Union  351 
Havre  de  Grace — resolution  relative  to  defence  of  415 
Flay,  export  of  304 

Hayli — recognition  of  independence  of  asked  of  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  349;  petition  of  Massachasetts 
relative  to  diplomatic  and  commercial  relations  with  ib; 

Hemp,  purchase  of  water-rotted,  authorised  by  the  se- 
nate 27,  44;  approved  by  president  47 

History— of  bankrupt  law  2;  of  Connecticut  57;  of 
Indiana  205;  of  veto  power  206,  207;  resolution  of  in- 
quiry relative  to  colonial  of  New  York  39S 

Holland  83 

Holmes,  J-  E.  declines  from  com.  foreign  affairs  399 
Home  industry  convention  134 

Home  league  283 

Flouse  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  237 
Howard,  G.  resignation  of  from  senate  of  Maryland  5S 
Hoyt,  (collector)  suit  against  178 

Hughes,  Christopher  intended  return  of  53 

Hunter’s  lodges  176 

Ice,  trade  of  Boston  in  20 

Illinois — lynching  in,  state  debt,  canal  3;  election  33, 
39;  election,  escape  of  a murderer  and  bank  robber  74; 
statistics  of  population  90;  Rock  river  tragedy,  election, 
canal,  trial  for  murder  119;  tobacco  of  134;  base  in  court 
of  206;  state  bonds  280;  state  debt  242;  letter  from  W. 
S.  Wait  ib;  remarks  on,  from  St.  Louis  Pennant  244; 
conventions,  bonds  274;  banks  of  368;  debt  416 

Imprisonment,  case  of  43 

Importations  55, 100 

Imports,  resolution  for  general  statement  of  278;  state- 
ment of  280;  of  gold  and  silver  since  1820  400 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  petition  of  District  of  Colum- 
bia relative  to  the  law  abolishing  335 


Indemnity,  resolutions  relative  to  for  losses  sustained 
during  bombardment  of  Antwerp  372 

Indemnification,  memorial  for  in  certain  case  347 
Index,  on  the  first  page  of  each  number. 

Indian  affairs — depredations  in  Florida  3;  Dakotas  re- 
ject treaty  55;  Sioux  treaty  concluded  ib;  touching  in- 
stance of  friendship  in  Florida  56;  Osage  nation  66; 
movements  in  Florida  101;  treaty  115;  failure  of  treaty 
with  Sacs  and  Fox  146;  annuities  164;  narrative  of  pro- 
ceedings in,  attempt  or  treaty  with  Sacs  and  Fox  16S, 
210;  the  Catawbas,  the  Wyandots  227;  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  United  States  senate  on  254;  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  payment  of  invalid  pensions  to  Cherokee  war- 
riors, in  United  States  senate  ib;  standing  committee  of 
house  of  representatives  on  255;  bill  in  United  States 
senate  to  provide  for  Cherokee  pensioners  277;  petitions 
relative  to  Seneca  treaty  300;  bill  allowing  pensions  to 
certain  Cherokee  warriors  engrossed  300;  passed  ib; 
part  of  president’s  message  referred  to  committee  on  301; 
murders  in  Arkansas  352;  Halleck  Tuskenuggee’s  en- 
counter with  major  Plympton  353;  bill  reported  in  Unit- 
ed States  senate  making  appropriations  for  department 
of  359;  report  of  secretary  origin  of  war  with  Seminoles 
310;  relics  of  red  men  384,  412;  Cherokees  416 

Indiana — elections  3;  farming  in  23;  R.  W.  Thomas 
of  retires  from  public  service  168;  early  history  of  205; 
public  debts  429;  legislature  of,  governor’s  message  242; 
bill  in  United  States  senate  for  confirming  land  titles 
263;  law  on  sale  of  personal  property,  resolutions  on 
debt  of  274;  petition  of  for  appropriations  for  Cumber- 
land road  311;  message  of  on  state  debt  and  public 
works  293,  294.  295,  296;  petition  for  appropriation  for 
improvement  of  harbor  of  St.  Joseph’s  371;  resumption 
in  384;  debt  of  400;  resumption  bill  ib;  treasury  note 
bill,  rate  of  taxation,  company  chartered  for  completion 
of  white  water  canal,  public  works  of  416 

Indies,  East  missionaries  to  80;  Punjaub  163;  pro- 
ducts and  manufactures  of  ISO,  225 

Indies,  West — Cuba  coal,  rail  road  66;  Cuba  on  sla- 
very, Bermudas  84,  98;  Jamaica  disturbances,  negro  dis- 
contents, Creole  negro  welcomed,  novel  notion  relative 
to  Bahama  waters  321 

Insurance  company,  decision  on  case  in  Ohio  274; 
memorial  of  the  of  New  Orleans,  in  U.  S.  senate  278 
Insurrection  detected  in  Porto  Rico  384 

Investigation  of  N.  York  custom  house  concerns  1, 358 
Ioway — election  in  4,  74;  movement  for  admission  in- 
to the  Union  151;  on  message  of  governor  of  304 

Ioway  territory — resolution  of  citizens  of  relative  to 
country  owned  by  Indians  395 

Ireland — population  of  288 

Iron  ore  in  Pennsylvania  89;  memorial  presented  for 
protection  of  manufactures  of  372,  412,  414 

Israelites,  firman  granted  to  65 

Italy — annual  meeting  of  men  of  science  in  80;  inun- 
dation at  Venice  196 

J. 

Jackson,  gen.  letter  from  91;  letter  from  151;  vote  of 
New  York  on  refunding  fine  imposed  on  384,  401,  402 
Jamaica— seizure  in  196;  disturbance  among  negroes 
in,  Creoles  welcomed  at,  novel  notion  relative  to  British 
laws  321,  368 

Jaudon,  Mr.  discharge  of  408 

Java — exports  from  196 

Jewels,  of  Peru  80;  recovery  of  the  of  patent  office  336 
Johnson,  W.  C.  lion,  in  house  of  representatives  237 
Jones,  gov.  (of  Tennessee)  inaugural  address  150 

Judge,  relative  to  increase  salary  of  278;  convicted  238 
Judicial  decision  288 

Judiciary,  bill  reported  11;  committee  on  255;  presi- 
dent’s message  relative  to,  268;  enquiry  of  300 

Jury,  failure  to  empanel  112 

K- 

Kamschatka,  steam  ship’s  arrival  in  Russia  273* 

Kentucky — compliment  to  Mr.  Crittenden  119;  special 
election  in  176;  navigation  opened  upon  Green  and  Bar- 
ren rivers  in  256;  revenue  of  320;  resolutions  ot  legislature 
of  in  relation  to  American  traders  to  Santa  Fe  333;  re- 
solutions relative  to  repudiation  358;  resolutions  from 
transmitted  to  congress  on  repudiation  and  soldiers  of 
revolution  399;  banks  of  400 

Key  West— amount  of  salvages  in  for  fifteen  years  36S 
Kingston,  (Jamaica)  fires  in  368 

La  Belle  Poule  ’ . 57 

Lake  country,  business  and  products  of  57 

Lake  navigation,  wheat  by  216 

Lakes,  trade  201;  trade  of  305;  commerce  of  northern 
and  western  336;  trade  and  commerce  338;  trade  of  352; 
tonnage  . 32 

Land,  act  of  grants  of  in  Texas  66;  classification  of  in 
China  353;  act  passed  relative  to  acquired  from  Chero- 
kees of  Alabama  398 

Land  claims,  bill  confirming  certain  395,  399 

Land  distribution  bill,  time  of  passage  of  1;  vote  of  U. 
S.  senate  on  12;  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  in 
house  of  representatives  14— see  public  lands;— resolu- 
tions against  in  Alabama  274, 279;  communication  from 
treasury  relative  to  operation  of  330 

Land  district,  bill  in  United  States  senate  to  establish 
in  Alabama  254;  to  create  a new  in  Missouri  268;  bilMo 
establish  additional  in  Alabama  270 

Land  fund,  vote  on  inquiry  of  rejected  quotas  395 
Land  office,  examination  authorised  55;  memorial  for 
establishment  of  268;  annual  report  of  com.  230  30L 

Land  sales,  of  Maine  H6 

Language  96 

Laughlin  fund,  statement  concerning  25b 

Lead  trade  in  Wiskonsan  23, 119;  statistics  304 

Lecture  by  J Q.  Adams  on  war  with  China  326 
Legare,  H'.  S.  attorney  general  93 
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Legrand,  J.  C.  secrelary  of  stale  for  Maryland  340 
Letter  (see  correspondence)  to  editor  on  trade  and 
commerce  353;  number  of  brought  by  the  Britannia  36$ 
Levy,  David,  resolution  relative  to  contested  election 
28;  resolution  adopted  29;  remarks  by  30;  adopted  ib; 
Libel  suits  281 

Liberia — expedition  to  56;  movement  towards  80;  death 
of  governor  of  224;  governor  of  352 

Liberty,  the  Mexican  schooner  of  war  lost  400 

Library,  committee  report  on  distribution  of  census  re- 
turns 10;  resolution  239;  committee  on  expenditures  of 
254;  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on  254;  H.  ofR.  255 
Life  boat  192 

Light  houses  of  the  union  352 

Lime  191 

Lippincott,  I.  K.  article  by  on  free  trade  and  protec- 
tion to  American  industry  1S3 

List  of  acts  of  27th  congress  47 

Loan  19,  55;  United  Stoles  116;  negotiation  for  145, 
240;  bill  reported  for  extension  of  285 

Lottery  tickets,  relative  to  sale  of  in  D.  of  Columbia  372 
Louisiana — the  Bayou  lime  kiln  expedition  23;  special 
election  in  104;  Episcopal  bishop  appointed  for,  banks  of 
New  Orleans  149;  case  in  court  of  205;  inquiry  into 
amount  of  public  lands  in  prepared  for  market,  in  U.  S. 
senate  251;  bill  in  United  States  senate  to  authorise  sale 
of  school  lands  in  263;  bills  for  benefit  ol  judge  of  United 
States  district  court  for,  and  payment  of  balance  due  to 
263;  legislature  convened  274;  resolutions  of  legislature 
of  presented  to  U.  S senate  276,  277;  on  the  state  of  ami 
tariff  307;  bill  introduced  for  payment  of  volunteer  mili- 
tia 312;  governor’s  message  290,  291;  bill  authorising  leg- 
islature to  sell  school  lands,  engrossed  300;  passed  ib;  re- 
solutions passed  by  legislature  of  352;  vote  of  relative  to 
relations  with  Great  Britain,  bank  law  in  384;  bill  en- 
grossed in  United  States  senate  confirming  certain  land 
claims 395;  referred  399;  debt  of  400;  estimate  of  expen- 
ditures ib;  resolution  relative  to  treatment  of  Santa  Fe 
captives  ib;  resumption  of  specie  payments  416 

Lowe!  institute,  of  Boston  4S;  factories  334 

Lumber  trade  132 

Lynch  law  in  Arkansas  3pin  Illinois  ib; 

"M. 

MacRae,  D.  K.  appointed  bearer  of  despatches  to 
Mexico  322;  arrival  of  at  Vera  Cruz  402 

Maffit,  rev.  Mr.  chaplain  for  house  of  reps.  255,  317 
Mails  on  Sunday,  petition  relative  to  335 

Maine — the  revised  code  of  20;  elections  in  57;  amend- 
ed constitution  of  ib;  ship  building  in  102;  land  sale  in, 
mechanics  convention,  Professor  Espy,  fes'ival  116;  con- 
stitutional amendment  133;  legislature  of  147;  bill  in  U. 
States  to  provide  for  militia  services  in  254;  bill  in  house 
of  representatives  of  United  Sta'es  relative  to  settlement 
of  militia  claims  237;  vote  for  governor,  governor’s  mes- 
sage, militia  320;  statistics  of  banks  of  352;  message  from 
president  to  house  of  representatives  transmitting  report 
on  survey  and  boundary  of  398;  on  cost  of  military  road 
in  399 

Malek  Adhel,  decision  of  circuit  court  on  256 

Manuel  labor  schools  149 

Mangum,  Mr.  (of  North  Carolina)  speech  of  on  exche- 
quer project  313,  344,  345,  346;  vote  of  35S 

Man,  Job  elected  treasurer  of  Pennsylvania  322 

Manufactures,  standing  committee  of  United  States 

senate  on  254;  standing  committee  of  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  255;  committee  on  allowed  to  appoint  clerk 
372;  debate  and  vote  thereon  ib;  further  consideration 
postponed  398;  laid  on  table  ib; 

Maps,  resolution  301;  of  Maryland  110 

Marine  corps,  (of  navy),  bill  for  augmenting  415 

Marriage  licenses  _ 283 

Maryland — anniversary  of  defence  of  Baltimore,  mo- 
nument to  gen.  S.  Smith  33;  Mr.  Howard’s  resignation 
iffsenate  of  53;  nomination  for  slave  holders  convention 
ib;  position  and  resources  of  70,71,  72,  73,  74;  election 
returns  89;  vote  for  governor  103;  conventions  called, 
water  canal  trade  104;  map  of  119;  military  convention, 
vote  for  governor  133:  manned  labor  schools,  note  to  ma- 
gistrates of  149:  election  statistics  167;  sketch  of  laws  of 
in  relation  to  colored  population  215,216,  217.218;  legis- 
lature convened  274;  governor's  message  305.  3U6,  307; 
convention  of  slave  holders  in  320;  finances  of  ib;  vote  of 
house  of  delegates  of  on  repealing  tax  law  304;  slavehold- 
er’s convention  held  at  Annapolis,  resolutions  passed  and 
recommended  to  legi.-lature  of  322;  extra  election  in 
Queen  Anne’s  county  336;  secretary  of  state  nominated, 
librarian  removed,  finances  340;  abstract  of  treasurer’s 
report  311;  specie  payments  demanded  of  banks  of  by 
house  of  delegates  352;  proceedings  of  slaveholders  con- 
vention 356,  357,  353;  in  368;  assessment  of  Cecil  co.  3S4; 
on  resumption  ib;  resumption,  resolutions  relative  to  San- 
ta Fe  traders  416 

Massachusetts — ice  trade,  rail  road  20;  singular  bridge 
invented  in  83;  western  rail  road,  woollens,  thanksgiving 
day,  rail  road  accident  102;  nomination,  Boston  Ex- 
change, receipts  of  fair  118;  election  in  176;  election, 
negro  legislator  181:  school  statistics  182;  treasury  of  320; 
legislature  convened  ib;  bill  for  refunding  balance  due  to 
for  disbursements  to  the  United  States  299;  petition  from 
colored  population  of  for  alteration  of  naturalization  law 
laid  on  table  of  United  States  senate  349;  schools  in  352; 
petition  from  Haverhill  in  for  dissolution  of  Union  351; 
resolutions  of  state  of,  relative  to  claims  for  military  ser- 
vices 399;  on  apportion inent  416 

Mathematics,  bill  to  determine  rank  of  professors  of  in 
U.  S.  navy  reported  415 

Matthews,  Dr.  C.  traveller  in  Africa  131 

Matthias,  the  imposter,  death  of  16 

McDonald,  address  of  Governor  303 

McLea,  R.  acting  secrelary  of  war  51 

McLean,  Judge,  declines  appointment  ill  cabinet  67 


McLeod — 15, 27,  28,  29,  32,  48;  debate  in  parliament 
relative  to  51;  Mr.  Adams’  speech  on  case  of  60;  jury 
drawn  for  64;  courts  assembled  80,  82;  trial  of  90;  case 
before  court  104.  105,  106.  107,  108,  112:  testimony  on 
ease  of  119,  120,  121,  122,  123,  124;  verdict  125,  128; 
public  dinner  to  144;  review  of  decision  on  case  of  187, 
188,  189,  190,  191;  in  jail  in  Canada  240 

Meade,  bishop  64 

Mechanics’  convention  116;  receipts  of  fair  118 

Meek,  A.  B.  extract  of  address  by  241 

Memorial — from  Boston  merchants  11;  from  citizens 

of  Harpers’  Ferry  14;  from  brush  makers  25;  on  south 
western  road  in  Virginia  212;  in  U.  States  senate  276 
Mesmerism  80 

Message — the  second  veto  IS;  President  Tyler’s  an- 
nual 233;  notice  of  reception  of  241;  from  Governor  of 
Georgia  241;  notice  of  from  Gov.  of  Indiana  242;  resolu- 
tion to  refer  Presidents,  to  committees  269;  debate  there- 
on 270,  271,  272:  of  executive  of  Maryland  305;  of  Gov. 
of  Louisiana  290, 291;  of  Gov.  of  Ohio  292,  293;  of  Gov. 
of  Indiana  293,  294, 295, 296;  extract  from  of  Governor 
of  Wisconsin  296.  319;  extracts  from  the  of  Governors 
Rutherford  and  Seward  385,  336;  second  veto  18;  ex 
tract  from  the  of  Gov.  Paine,  (Vermont ) of  Gov.  Pen- 
nington of  New  Jersey  148;  extract  from,  of  Governor 
McDonald  of  Georgia  178;  of  Gov.  Bagby  of  Georgia 
204,205;  of  Gov.  Richardson  of  South  Carolina  220, 221; 
222,  223;  President  Tyler’s  annual  233;  in  senate  237; 
debate  relative  to  printed  copy  of  President’s,  in  house 
of  representatives  239;  from  President  Pyler  transmit- 
ting information  relative  to  capture  of  Saute  Fe  tra- 
ders 342;  extract  of  Gov.  Rutherford  of  Virginia  335 
Methodists — question  among  the  relative  to  the  gown, 
amount  of  centenary  fund  32;  statistics  of  112 

Mexico — bill  relative  to  treaty  with  passed  U.  States 
senate  11;  passed  in  house  of  representatives,  title  alter- 
ed 14,  15;  awards  of  commissioners  of  37;  commission- 
ers to  53;  revolution  revived,  Gaudalaxara,  Santa  Anna, 
Yucatan,  66;  consulate  100;  Santa  Anna  conquers  forts, 
Wirl’s  battle.  General  Galinda  joins  him  145;  revolution 
effected,  ministry  of  177;  death  of  Mr.  Dimitt  192;  San- 
ta Anna,  convention  225;  capture  by  241;  commission- 
ers from  241;  vessels  of  war  in  289;  Santa  Feexpedition, 
American  consul  leaves  289;  bill  relative  to  drawbacks 
on  packages  of  merchandize  exported  to  England  in 
U.  States  senate  300;  passed  ib;  armed  schooners  of  seiz 
320;  Santa  Anna  chosen  president,  ci\il  appointments 
in.  death  of  Senor  Garcia,  constituent  assembly  convok- 
ed, letter  received  in  relation  to  Saute  Fe  expedition  221; 
President  La  Mar’s  proclamation  to  Santa  Fe.  cross  or 
personal  distinction  awarded  to  Harminjo,  letters  receiv 
ed  relative  to  Texian  prisoners,  report  of  secretary  of 
war,  cold-blooded  act  of  barbarism,  ratio  of  representa- 
tion in  322;  bearer  of  despatches  to  ib;  military  superin- 
tendance, petition  to  be  relieved  from  14;  also,  for  con- 
tinuation of  ib;  condition  and  treatment  of  Texian  cap- 
tives in,  further  particulas  of  Santa  Fe  expedition  369; 
resolutions  submitted  for  full  information  relative  to  con- 
vention for  settling  claims  395;  resolutions  to  inquire  re- 
lative to  treatment  of  United  States  citizens  in  ib;  loss  of 
schooner,  The  Liberty  400;  liberation  of  Coombs, fate  of 
other  prisoners,  landing  of  Mr.  McRhea  402;  informa- 
tion required  as  to  treaty  between  U.  States  and  412; 
gulf  of,  report  in  United  States  senate  relative  to  estab- 
lishing depot  in  371 

Michigan — business  in  57;  election  176;  election  215; 
review  of  gov’s,  message  336;  financial  affairs  of  ib;  banks 
of  368;  banks  of,  election  of  members  of  congiess  400 
Midshipmen,  as  to  inquiry  into  expediency  of  300 
Mileage,  standing  committee  nn  255 

Military  academy — appropriation  bill,  joint  resolution 

on  duties  of  attorney  general  relative  to  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  judiciary  24;  West  Point  27;  bill  relative  to 
amended  and  passed  28,  41;  bill  receives  speaker’s  sig- 
nature 47;  signed  by  president  47;  list  of  endets  appoint- 
ed to  165;  bill  of  appropriation  for  359 

Military  affairs — com.  of  U.  S.  senate  on  254;  mes- 
sage referred  269,  300;  bill  equalizing  pay  of  officers  3 16 
Military  land  warrants,  bill  ns  to  tune  ofissuing  237 
Military  services,  claims  of  Massachusetts  for  399 

Militia — standing  committee  cf  United  States  senate 
on  254;  report  and  abstract  of  returns  of,  of  several  states 
and  territories  393,  415 

Mil  waukie,  petition  for  appropriation  for  harbor  in  371 
Mine  of  gold  48 

Minister  extraordinary  337 

Mint,  report  showing  operations  of  1841,  393,  400 

Missionaries  to  India  80,288 

Mississippi — crops,  election  167;  state  bonds  213,  214; 
bonds  224;  Gov.  McNutt,  election  and  state  bonds,  elec- 
tion in  228;  resolutions  in  United  States  senate  on  ap- 
pointment and  salary  of  judges  in  279;  character  of  go- 
vernor’s message  336;  situation  of  Union  Bank  in  ib; 
review  of  governor’s  address  352;  governor  of,  ad  inte- 
rim 368;  vote  relative  to  debt  384;  U.  S.  court  in  416 
Missouri — appointment  to  supreme  court  in  3;  license 
law  53;  trial  of  abolitionists  in  74;  St.  Louis,  large  be- 
quest 215;  bill  in  United  Stales  senate  tocreate  new  land 
district  in  &c.  26S;  penitentiary  of  burnt  288;  bill  for  re- 
lief of  volunteer  of  312;  resolution  relative  to  public  lands 
in  300;  report  relative  to  boundary  of  33 1 

Mitchell,  C.  H.  condemnation,  appeal  208 

Mob,  proceedings  relative  to,  in  Ohio  53;  in  Arkan 
sas  149;  in  Cincinnati  336 

Monastery,  of  Switzerland  and  Spain  suppressed  401 
Money  market  64 

Monopoly  of  trade  on  lakes  339 

Monuments,  the  Wvcoming  12S;  Bunker  Hill  128 
Moore,  Bishop,  death  of  192 

Morgan,  Hon.  C.  M.  C.  from  N.  York  took  seat  331 
Mormons,  new  city  of  80 


Mount  Vernon  192 

Murphy,  Gen.  minister  to  Central  America  177;  304 
Murphv.  Hon.  J.  death  of  128 

Mutiny  of  slaves,  account  of  256 

N. 

Nash,  brigadier  general,  bill  to  erect  monument  to  312 
National  agricultural  society,  meeting  of,  226,  273 
National  armory,  location  of  a western  16 

National  depot  for  gunpowder  352 

National  foundry — resolution  to  establish,  adopted  255; 
committee  on  255;  Conastoga  recommended  as  site  for  372 
National  institute,  meeting  of,  278 

National  repeal,  convention  held  416 

Naval  fight  in  South  America  84 

Naval  affairs — Dr  Barton  surgeon  of  asylum  Schuylkill 
3;  resolution  calling  for  list  of  officers  not  on  duty  15; 
the  chronicle,  report,  account  of  ships,  steam  frigate  Mis- 
sissippi 19;  temperance  movements,  appropriations,  the 
Macedonian,  the  Warren,  &,c  19;  delightful  scene  20; 
relative  to  purchase  of  hemp  27;  orders  for  fitting  out  37; 
letter  of  resignation  from  secretary  of,  53,  57;  temperance 
movement,  pension  act,  commodore  Berry,  mode  of 
obtaining  evidence  70;  medical  staff,  orders,  dry  dock  87; 
Belle  Poule,  explosion  of  steam  stiip  33;  register  of  offi- 
cers of  cutter  service  101;  four  commodoies,  navy  yard, 
Gedney  channel,  Kamschatka  102;  midshipmen,  steam- 
ers 1 16;  Brooklyn  dry  dock  146;  naval  school  at  Brooklyn, 
gen.  Tallmadge’s  speech  165;  proposals  for  timber  for, 
the  Raritan,  capt.  Bolton  131;  Constitution  and  her  crew 
202;  commodore  Read  to  command  navy  yard  211:  com- 
modore Stewart,  lieutenant  Pinckney  acquitted,  decis- 
ions of  courts  martial,  medical  board  211;  naval  rendez- 
vous 225;  standing  committee  of  United  States  senate  on, 
254;  of  house  of  representatives  255;  enquiry  as  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  revenue  cutters  268;  resolution  relative 
to  regulating  269;  steam  frigate  Mississippi  273;  capt.  Bol- 
ton’s sentence  320;  R.  S.  Pinkney  to  commander  m navy 
239;  resolution  relative  to  lists  of  midshipmen  of,  300, 301; 
midshipman  Niles’  death  322;  resolution  for  information 
relative  to  pav  of  officers  in  Great  Britain  and  United 
States  316;  bill  reported  in  U.  S.  senate  making  appro- 
priations for,  359;  report  from  secretary  of  navy  on  estab- 
lishing depot  and  yard  in  Gulf  of  Mexico,  read  in  senate 
371;  navy  yard  of  Pensacola  372;  committee  on.  autho- 
rised to  appoint  board  for  preparation  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  government  of  navy  39S;  resolution  adopted 
relative  to  information  on  expenditures  for  navy  yard 
&c.  at  Pensacola  412;  bill  fur  augmenting  marine  corps 
415;  bill  for  establishing  ranks  in,  reported  16.;  yard  of 
Philadelphia,  expediency  of  enlarging  &e.  ib.;  professors 
of  mathematics  m,  ib.;  capt.  Ross’s  discoveries  416 
Court  of  enquiry  181;  adjournment  of  211 

Naval  board  of  examination,  adjournment  of,  289 

Court  martial — persons  composing,  33;  of  inquiry  and 
martial  132;  decisions  of,  reversed  181,  211;  decisions 
in  cases  211;  who  composed,  225;  G.  F.  Lindsay  274 
Promotions  and  appointments  in  37  , 38,  239;  medical 
staff87,  211;  resignations  87 

Coast  and  West  India  Squadron — brig  consort  3;  the 
Van  Buren  and  list  of  officers,  Piienix,  Hilt,  Wave, 
Otsego,  Madison,  Jefferson,  Iteut.  McLaughlin  20;  Dol- 
phin, list  of  officers,  capt.  Armstrong,  C.  K.  Stribling, 
Macedonian  38;  Macedonia,  Warren,  Pennsylvania  57; 
Phenix  sails  for  Florida  70;  the  Levant  88,  102;  Mace- 
donian, brig  Consort  102,  132,  133;  squadron  at  Norfolk 
202;  commodore  Stewart  to  command  home  squadron 
221,  225;  list  of  squadron  273;  U.S.  ship  Macedonian  ib.; 
brig  Consort  274;  dispo.-ition  of  home  squadron  289; 
W.  India  station  ib  ; health  of,  death  of  midshipman  Niles 
322;  the  Mississippi  steam  ship  416;  the  Missouri  416 
Exploring  squadron — account  of,  274,  289;  loss  of  the 
Peacock  322;  Vincennes  at  St.  Francisco  with  Purpoi.-c, 
Flying  Fish  and  Oregon,  returning  route  of,  particulars 
of  loss  of  Peacock  401 

Pacific  squadron — the  Si  Louis  takes  runaway  seamen 
from  the  Marquesas,  the  Vincennes  3;  T.  Ap.  Catesby 
Jones  to  command  20;  Boston,  Long  57;  Constitution  83; 
United  Slates  102, 132;  Constitution  arrived  from,  change 
of  officers  in  the  C.  list  on  board,  Cyane,  capt.  Stribling, 
list  of  officers  146;  the  Cyane,  commander  Stribling,  the 
United  States,  commander  Jones  181;  disposition  of  na- 
val force  of  239;  dispotsiion  of  forces  of  289;  U.  S.  ship 
Yorktown  at  Honolulu  4(6;  capt.  Ross’s  discoveries  ib. 

South  American  squadron  3;  Cyane  ib.;  sloop  of  war 
Decatur  at  Montevideo  57;  Delaware  102;  Concord  at 
Pernambuco,  the  Decmur,  Delaware  sails  for  Brazil  132; 
commodore  C.  Ridgely  returns  from  Brazil  146;  Potomac 
and  Euterprize  165;  disposition  of  active  service  at  Brazil 
station  289;  U.  S.  frigate  United  States,  commodore 
Jones,  sails,  U.  S.  ship  Dolphin  arrives  ib. 

Mediterranean  squadron— U.S.  frigate  Brandywine, 
the  Preble  20;  dispo.-ition  of  naval  force  of,  289;  execu- 
tive eomtnunica'tion  containing  letters  from  U.  S.  minis- 
ter to  Great  Britain  to  commodore  of,  399 

Marine  corps  of,  appointments  in,  57 

Navy  pension  act  70 

Navy  department,  bill  to  re-organize  the,  393 

Navigation — annual  report  of  commerce  and,  ofUnited 
States  85;  resolution  in  LT.  S.  senate  to  inquire  into  ex- 
pediency of  improving  of  certain  rivers  264;  resolution  of 
inquiry  into  expediency  of  improving  the  of  certain 
rivers  268;  on  canals  of  N.  York  339 

New  Albany,  memorial  for  port  of  entry  to  317 
New  Hampshire — geological  survey,  divorce  law  20; 
legislature  88;  whig  state  convention  147;  bill  introduced 
for  settlement  of  claims  of,  against  United  Stales  263; 
message  relative  lo  survey  of  boundary  of  393 

New  Haven,  population  . 32 

New  Jersey — temperance  in  89;  college  of,  elections 
103;  rail  road  118;  legislature,  returns  133;  governor 
Pennington’s  message,  the  council  148:  members  ot  legis- 
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lalure  of,  resolution  for  adjourned  session  166;  thanks- 
giving day  appointed  182;  important  law-suit  183;  legis- 
lature assembled  324;  common  schools  of  352;  banks  of 
363;  oyster  case  decided 

New  Orleans — interments  in  16;  deaths  32,  48,  61; 
yellow  fever  SO;  deaths  in  96;  deaths  112,  123,  160;  yel- 
low fever  disappeared  from  176;  facts  in  relation  to 
battle  of  3S6,  337 

Newspapers,  ages  of  238 

New  York  stale— canals  of  20;  salt  trade  21;  whig 
convention  in,  called  57;  number  of  men  at  work  on  rail 
road,  reward  offered  for  apprehension  of  rogue  ib.\  John 
C.  Clark,  resignation,  capture,  Helderberg  war,  sickness 
70;  canals  SO;"  agent  to  collect  historical  documents  rela- 
tive to  SS;  opening  Erie  rail  road  ib.;  Universalist  gene- 
ral convention,  Adamic  basin  102;  Salt  Spring,  general 
Episcopal  convention,  rail  road  at  auction  103;  Van 
Buren  mass  convention,  candidates,  limbo,  canal  tolls, 
state  canals,  home  industry  convention,  temperance  cele- 
bration 118;  election  147;  military  convention,  heavy 
damages  14S;  list  of  members  of  legislature,  vole  of  city 
of  for  series  of  years  165;  completion  of  rail  road  in  from 
Rochester  to  Albany  166;  parties  in  legislature  of,  polhi- 
cal  182;  defences  of,  201;  canal  and  rail  road,  revenues 
202,  211;  election  statistics,  Gennessee  valley  canal, 
Erie  canal  212;  statement  shewing  safety  fund  227; 
legislature  of,  convened,  notice  of  governor’s  message 
296;  canal  navigation  in,  339;  finances  of  34(1;  Ontario 
county  petitions  laid  on  the  table  in  house  of  representa- 
tives of  U.  S.  349;  hanks  of.  363;  reports  of  canal  and 
bank  commissioners  ib.;  value  of  property  in,  ib .;  memo- 
rial from  South  Carolina  relative  to  controversy  between 
Virginia  and,  submitted  to  the  U.  S.  senate  372;  vote  ot 
legislature  of.  on  fine  imposed  on  general  Jackson  3S4; 
on  custom  house  proceedings  395;  resolution  of  enquirv 
relative  to  colonial  history  of,  393 

New  York  city — importations  55;  assessed  value  of  I 
real  and  personal  property  in,  147;  vote  of,  for  series  of 
years  165 

Niger  expedition,  sickness  and  mortality  321 

Nile?,  IJezekiah,  (midshipmen,) — death  256;  burial  322 
Niles’  National  Register,  editorial  remarks  on,  49  1 

Nolle  prosequi,  rioters  before  president’s  house  196 

North  American  trust  and  banking  company  32 

North  Carolina — silver,  draining  lands  74;  death  of  J. 
Owen  of,  " 104 

Northeastern  boundary  question  37,  55  56;  frontier  69. 
ISO,  210;  hoax  226;  survey  of,  closed  for  the  season  239; 
meeting  of  commissioners  on,  held  at  New  York  322; 
reports  relative  to,  transmitted  to  congress  393;  resolution 
of,  enquiring  relative  to  slate  of  negotiations  about,  415 
Northwest  coast,  our  trade  with,  68 

Norwegian,  emigrants  32 

Noyes,  Dr.  C.,  tribute  of  respect  to,  19 

O. 

Oil  112 

Ohio — preamble  and  resolutions  of  certain  citizens  of, 
presented  to  U.  S.  senate  25;  mob  proceedings  58;  bank 
question,  looking  ahead  119;  slave  case  131;  wheat  crop 
oi,  150;  legislature  ot,  167;  banks  168;  proposed  conven- 
tions, election  statistics,  annual  report  of  common  schools 
214,  215;  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  com- 
mon schools  in  Cincinnati  223;  Muskingum  improve- 
ments, colored  convention  and  colony  proposed  229; 
Methodist  conference  in,  rail  road  242,  petitions  from, 
praying  repeal  of  rule  of  house  of  representatives  269, 
decision  of  supreme  court  on  Columbus  insurance  com- 
pany 274;  debt  of,  320;  governor’s  message  292;  resolu- 
tions of  legislature  ol,  relative  to  repudiation  293;  judge  of 
supreme  court  of,  elected  323;  resumption  in  352;  banks 
of,  363;  resumption,  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams  334; 
bill  on  resumption,  vote  on  censure  of  Mr.  Adams  409 
Ordnance — bill  for  appropriations  for  purchase  of,  con- 
sidered in  U.  S.  senate  24;  passed  27,  29;  signed  475 
Oregon — hill  in  U.  S.  senate  for  adopting  measures  for 
occupation  of  263;  all  petitions  and  memorials  relative  to 
referred  to  select  committee  299;  resolution  of  notice  to 
Great  Britain  relative  to  treaty  for  joint  occupation  of 
300;  bill  reported,  and  laws  for  337 

Ostler,  salary  to,  of  house  of  representatives  41 

Olloman  empire,  population  of,  192 

Oyster  case,  decided  in  New  Jersey  400 

P. 

Paine,  gen.  E.  death  of,  93 

Palm  leaf,  amendment  on  the  duties  on,  11 

Palestine , project  concerning  65 

Palmerston,  lord,  corresponclence  with  244 

Burr — papers  of  304 

Partizan  leader,  new  novel  160 

Patents — standing  committee  ofU-  S.  senate  on,  254; 
standing  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on,  255; 
annual  list  of,  transmitted  to  congress  with  report  of  com- 
missioner of,  393 

Patent  office — committee  of  U.  S.  sena'e  on  254;  reso- I 
Union  for  information  regarding  expenditures  412  [ 

Paymasters,  report  of  clerk  of  house  of  representatives  i 

on  additional,  63  \ 

Peacock,  loss  of  the,  322  i 

Pea  Patch  island— hill  providing  for  settlement  of  title  ! 

to,  25,  41;  resolution  relative  to,  415 

Pennsylvania — resources  and  credit  of,  annual  pro- 
ducts 21,  22;  canal  32;  number  of  volunteers  in  uniform, 
extra  congressional  election,  resignation  of  Mr.  Sergeant 
53;  candidates 70;  Girard  fund  ib.;  iron  ore  discovery  89; 
elections  103;  anthracite  furnace,  effects  of  bank  stop- 
page 113;  tleciion  in,  14->;  iron  ore,  commerce  149; 
legislature  of,  canal  commissioner  appointed  166;  dis 
eovery  of  original  chart  of  Lancaster,  supreme  court  of, 
U.  S.  bank,  coal  trade.  Pottsville  and  Reading  rail  road,  I 
port  of  Lancaster,  military  encampment,  great  powder  J 
mill  203;  canals  and  rail  roads  212;  interest  of  state  debt  | 


in,  227;  Philadelphia  and  Pottsville  rail  road  241;  pro- 
ceedings ol  legislature  nf,  on  repudiation  320;  legislature 
of,  convened,  bank  report,  special  election  on  290;  reso- 
lutions of  legislature  on  repudiation,  gov.  Porter’s  inaugu- 
ral, Job  Man  elected  i reasurer  322;  coal  trade  in  336; 
trade  of  Philadelphia  352;  Thomas  Bradford  nominated 
district  judge  in,  334;  resumption  in,  334;  memorials  413 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  paving  proposed  14 

Pensacola,  resolution  relative  to  navy  yard  372,412 
Pensions — standing  committee  of  senate  on,  254;  house 
of  lepresentmives  355;  bill  repot  ted  in  U.  S.  senate  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  359;  hill  reported  and  passed  mak- 
ing appropriations  for,  lor  1S42,  396;  appropriations  for, 
passed  house  of  tepteseniaiives  393 

Per-diem  30 

Perry,  commodore,  70 

Peiilion.  debate  growing  out  of  presentation  of,  for  dis- 
solution of  union  351,  350  360,  361,  362,  363,  364.  365, 
366,  367,  373,  374,375,  376  373,  379,  387  , 388,  389,  390. 

391,  392,  393,  394,  395 
Pews,  sale  of,  192 

Philadelphia,  trade  of,  352 

Photograpic  plates  224 

Pittsburg,  proceedings  of,  in  reference  to  armory  16 
Poinard,  new  ornament  80 

• Poland  83 

Politics  of  the  day — Mr.  Badger’s  address  218,  219; 
president's  message  233;  the  next  president  233 

Po1!;,  L.,  appointed  bishop  of  Louisiana  149 

Population — of  Ottoman  empire  192;  of  Ireland  23S 
Postage — resolution  relative  to  313;  petitions  335 
Post  master — arrearages  of,  16;  Mr.  Bobbie  acting  as 
principal  53;  president’s  instruction  to  67;  C.  A.  Wyck- 
lifle  appointed  general  98, 131;  report  of  the  genera!  261, 
262,  263;  amount  paid  for  use  of  rail  and  other  roads 
demanded  of,  general  2S7;  annual  report  330 

Post  office — bill  in  reference  to,  in  U.  S.  senaie  10; 
debated,  amendments  to,  bill  passed  12;  in  bouse  of 
representatives  ib.;  passed  in  house  of  representatives  13; 
amendment  of  senaie  agreed  to  by  house  of  representa- 
tives 27,  43;  communication  from  col.  Gardner  presented 
to  house  of  representatives  44;  laid  aside  ib. ; Mr.  Bobbie 
acting  master  of,  ib.;  trial  in  court  relative  to  145;  stand 
ing  committee  of  U.  S.  senaie  on,  254;  standing  com- 
mittee of  house  of  representatives  255;  communication 
to  U.  S.  senaie  showing  expenses  of  contingent  fund  of, 
300;  part  ot  president’s  message  submitted  to  committee 
on  301;  movement  of,  relative  to  letters  sent  by  officers 
of  steamboats  36S 

Pork  192.  208 

Portland,  memorial,  trade  with  Briiish  colonies  397 

Port  of  entry  (Chicago)  299,  300;  memorial  in  U.  S. 
senate  for  a,  at  New  Albany  346 

Porto  Rico,  insurrection  detected  in,  3S4 

Portugal,  difficulties  130 

Post  roads — standing  committees  on  254,  255,  301 

Potatoes,  imports  240 

Potomac  bridge — appropriations,  proceedings  on  in  U. 
S.  senate  11,  12,  14;  passed  24,  29,  30;  signed  47 

Powder  mill  203 

Pre-emption  bill,  passage  of,  in  U.  S.  senate  10 

Presidency — nomination  in  Kentucky  400;  in  Miss.  ib. 
Ptesident’s  message — 233,  234,  235,  236,  237;  on  pub- 
lic defences  received  in  senaie  254 

Presidential — 132;  convention  proposed  176;  proposal 

to  introduce  joint  resolution  to  amend  constitution  of  U. 
S.  limiting  election  390;  petition  for  one  term  3 1 1 

Printed — proceedings  of  citizens  of  Washington  on 
disorders  ordered  to  be,  10;  proceedings  of  meeting  in 
Virginia  ordered  to  be  11;  amendments  to  land  bill  or- 
dered to  be.  14;  secretary  of  treasury’s  papers  in  relation 
to  removals  from  office  ordered  to  be,  14;  war  department 
communication  ordered  to  be,  15;  preamble  ami  resolu- 
tions of  a meeting  in  Virginia  ordered  to  be,  23;  Surry 
county  Virginia  resolutions  ordered  to  be,  25;  resolution 
and  reports  on  employing  reporters  ordered  to  be  27;  sub- 
ject of,  in  house  of  rep.  28;  report  and  documents  on  con- 
tested election  ordered  to  be,  23;  statements  relative  to,  30; 
letter  from  treasury  department  ordered  to  be,  41;  pro- 
ceedings of  citizens  of  Ohio  ib. ; communication  from  sec. 
of  treasury  relative  to  money  in  U.  S.  bank  of  Penn, 
ordered  to  be,  42;  relative  to,  42;  amendment  relative  to 
expunging  resolutions  to  be,  ib.;  report  on  rules  ordered 
to  be,  47;  prices  for,  postponed  47;  capital  of  office  in 
London  160;  presidents  message  to  be,  237,  239;  extra 
copies  ib.;  resolutions  for  committee  of  reference  on,  in 
U.  S.  senate  adopted  and  ordered  to  be,  254;  select  com- 
mittee on,  276;  memorial  ordered  to  be,  276;  extra  copies 
of  report  of  plan  of  fiscal  agent  279;  secretary  of  treasury’s 
annual  report,  extra  copies,  2.30;  loan  bill  ordered  to  be, 
285;  papers  accompanying  census  to  be,  237;  military 
claim  bill  of  Maine  ordered  to  be,  287;  Mr.  Clay’s  reso- 
lutions for  amendment  of  constitution  ordered  to  be,  300; 
maps  accompanying  land  commissioner’s  report  to  be, 
301;  resoltiiions  of  Kentucky  legislature  relative  to  Sairta 
Fe  traders  ordered  to  be,  333;  apportionment  bill  and  act 
ordered  to  be,  349;  extra  copies  ordered  to  be.  350; 
report  of  executive  of  South  Carolina  on  public  lands,  and 
controversy  between  New  York  and  Virginia  ordered  to 
be,  372;  memorial  in  relation  to  trade  with  British  colo- 
nies ordered  to  be,  397;  resolution  to  have  survey  and 
boundary  of  Texas  398;  resolution  of  enquiry  relative  to 
public  buildings  ib.;  executive  communication  on  New 
York  custom  house  399;  Kentucky  resolutions  ordered 
to  be  399;  reports  extra  of  commissioner  on  patents  to  be, 
ib.;  information  of  the  Creole  ordered  to  he,  414;  extra 
copies  of  exchequer  plan  414;  bill  establishing  ranks  in, 
415;  mathematics  ib. 

Printing,  joint  memorial  on,  24 

Printers  in  London  176 

Prince  de  Jotnvillc  352 


Prints,  memorial  for  duty  on  foreign,  23 

Private  lands — standing  committee  of  U.  S.  senate  on, 
254;  committee  of  house  of  representatives  on,  255;  on 
employing  clerk  for  committee  on,  398,  399 

Proclamation,  official,  of  president  Tyler  66 

Ptofessions  128 


Profit,  Mr.,  remarks  of  on  veto  message  92,  93,  94.  95 
Property,  value  of  in  New  York  363 

Protest,  of  officers  and  crew  of  brig  Creole  323 

Prussia — royal  order  in,  concerning  marriage  65;  dif- 
ference with  holy  see  adjusted  83;  new  contrivance, 

: Gerstenbave’s  death  130;  interesting  statistics  of,  195; 
i monarch  of,  to  visit  London  401 

Public  buildings — appropriations  asked  for  23;  resolu- 
tion relative  to  ventilating,  adopted  30;  standing  commit- 
tee of  U.  S.  senate  on  254;  standing  committee  of  house 
of  representatives  on,  255;  resolution  of  enquiry  instituted 
on  398;  resolution  relative  to  expenditures  adupled  412 
Public  debt,  resolution  as  to  amount  of,  278 

Public  defences,  message  and  report  on  254 

Public  expenditures,  standing  committee  of  house  of 
representatives  on  255;  resolution  reported  by  committee 
on.  authorising  employment  of  clerk,  adopted  398 

Public  funds — places  of  deposiie  of,  1;  bank  of  the 
metropolis  for  32.  41 

Public  lauds — proceedings  of  house  of  representatives 
on,  14.  15;  official  statement  of,  now  in  market  16;  not 
l yet  offered  for  sale  and  why  19;  message  from  president 
j approving  and  signing  bill  relative  to  29;  statement  rela- 
I 'ive  to  distribution  of,  36,  37;  the  act  of  appropriation  of 
39,  40;  standing  committee  of  United  States  senate  on 
| 254;  standing  committee  of  house  of  representatives  255; 
j resolution  of  enquiry  as  to  sale  of,  in  Louisiana  268,  269; 
bill  in  U.  S.  senate  to  distribute  proceeds  of,  277;  debate 
on  reference  of  ib.;  vote  on  referring  to  select  committee 
278,  279;  report  of  commissioner  of  land  office  referred 
) to  committee  on,  301.  331;  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  relative 
to  states  refusing  347;  South  Carolina  on,  submitted  to 
United  Slates  senate  372;  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  of  enquiry 


debated  ib.;  vote  on  395 

Pursers,  (of  navy,)  communication  from  268 

Q. 

Quareniine  1 

Quebec,  post  office  burnt  down  240 


Question  of  privilege  373  371,  375,  376,  377,  378,  379, 
3 SO,  3S1,  3S2.  383,  337,  388,  389,  390,  391,  392,  393,  409, 

410,  411,  412 
R. 

Rail  roads — statement  of  several  16,  of  Maine  and 
Boston  20;  New  York  and  E'te,  57,  64;  opening  N York 
and  Erie.  SS;  accident  97;  Western,  accident  on  102;  at 
auction  103;  signal  for,  112;  of  New  Jersey  US;  comple- 
tion of,  from  Albany  to  Rochester  166;  Delaware  and 
Hudson  202;  of  Pennsylvania  203;  items  203,  211;  Phila- 
delphia and  Pottsville  241;  Mod  liver  and  lake  Erie  242; 
Selma  and  Tennessee  263,  277;  Boston  and  Albany 


completed  2S8;  Charlestown  and  Fresh  Pond  320;  Selma 
and  Tennessee  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  300;  passed 
ib.;  a profitable,  speed  on  a,  301;  accident  on,  in  Great 
Britain,  means  of  completing  a,  in  Austria  338 

Randolph’s  will  case  240 

Ranks,  bill  establishing  in  navy  415 

Ruyncr,  Mr.,  of  N.  C.,  speech  of.  on  abolition  170 
Reciprocity  of  trade  153 

Reeside  case,  verdict  in  favor  of,  240 

Relics  of  red  men  384 

Religions  of  Russia  65 

Removal  of  Red  river  raft  256 

Renconter—  between  Messrs.  Wise  and  Stanley  43, 
44;  statement  relative  to,  44;  report  on,  debate  46;  re- 
committed with  instructions  47 

Report — ot  clerk  of  house  of  lepresentntives  63;  o i 
see  of  war  250;  of  chairman  of  com.  on  currency  401, 402 
Reporters — resolution  reported  for  employment  of  27; 
engrossed  41,  42 


Representation  to  congress — select  committee  of  house 
of  representatives  on  appointment  of,  255;  on  in  house  of 
representatives  ib  ; res.  relative  to  apportionment  of  398 
Repudiation — resolutions  of  Ohio  on,  293;  Pennsylva- 
nia. Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  New  York  on,  320;  reso- 
lutions of  Pennsylvania  on  322,  352;  resolutions  of  Ken- 
tucky on,  presented  to  U.  S.  senate  353  399 

Resignation  of  Henry  Clay  401 

< Resumption — in  Ohio  352;  Indiana,  Ohio,  Penn  334 
Retrenchment — landing  committee  on,  413.  415 

Revenue — act  62;  operation  of,  S5;  protection  of  1 15, 
of  Great  Britain  162;  of  New  York  state  canals  202;  of 
Kentucky  320;  of  China  353;  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  rela- 
tive to,  submitted  to  senaie  397 

Revenue  bill — considered  in  U.  S.  senate  and  proceed- 
ings on,  12,  17,  23; — rsee  duties  and  drawbacks) — further 
considera'ion  of,  estimates  relative  to,  24,  25;  amended 
and  reported  to  senate,  further  amendment,  engmssed 
and  ordered  to  third  reading  26;  vote  on  final  passage  of 
27,  31,  41;  substitute  42.  43,  44;  signed  by  president  47 
Revenue  cutter  service — bill  in  U.S.  senate  for  increas- 


ing pay  of  certain  officers  in  254;  amendments  278 
Revenue  laws,  revision  of,  55 

Revisal  and  unfinished  business,  committeeon,  255 
Revised  code  of  Maine  20 

Revolutionary  claims — standing  committee  of  senate 
on  25);  standing  committee  of  house  of  rep.  on  255 
Revolutionary  pensions,  standing  committee  of  house 
of  representatives  oil  255 

Revolutionary — reminiscence  19;  soldiers  112 

Rhode  Island — universal  suffrage  proceedings  3;  N. 


Brown  of,  102;  suffrage  convention  of,  1 18;  legislature 
adjourned  147;  length  of  session  of  181;  convention  ad- 
journed 211';  days  of  voting  for  constitu'ion  274;  returns 
of  election  in  289;  new  constitution  adopted  320;  Uni  led 
Stales  flag  hoisted  at  fort  Adams  in,  SS4 


INDEX. 
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Rico  harvest  32,  80,  203  of  representatives  255;  communication  from,  to  U. 

Richardson,  J.  P-,  governor  of  South  Carolina,  inns-  J s.  senate  relative  to  applicants  for  pensions  280;  re- 
sage of  220,  221,222,223  solution  of  enquiry  of,  relative  to  boumlaiy  line  of 

ft'Hht  of  petition— debate  growing  out  oT  question  of,  Wisconsin  amt  Michigan  349;  report  from,  on  oiigin 
3i3,  374,  375,  3/6,  ^77,  3/o,  3/9,  330,  331,  3^  3(33,  409,  0j  Seminole  war  380;  resolution  of  enquiry  of,  relative 
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Right  of  search,  Mr.  Allen’s  resolution  of  enquiry 
reladve  to,  279 

Right  of  visitation  241 

Ripiej’,  re.v.  Ezra,  death  of,  96 

Rives,  Mr.,  second  speech  on  veto  message  58 

Roads — memorial  on  south  western,  (Va.)  212;  stand- 
ing com.  of  TJ.  S-  senate  on,  254;  of  house  of  rep.  on,  255 
Roanoke  inlet,  bill  for  appropriations  to  re-open,  359 
Roberts,  Mr.,  governor  of  Liberia  349 

Rochester — manufacture  of  iron  in,20S;  aequeduct2SS 
Rogers,  Mary,  persons  implicated  in  murder  of  80 
Rules  of  house  of  representatives  of  congress — report 
on,  47;  discussion  on,  23S,  239;  debate  on  motion  sus- 
pending 2lst.  301;  notice  of  motion  to  amend  349;  notice 
of  resolution  to  alter,  397 

Russel,  Mr.,  choice  of,  at  special  election  in  Pennsyl- 
vania 290;  in  U.  S.  senate  300 

Russia — religions  of,  65;  items  concerning  195;  Circas- 
sia ns  victorious  over,  33S 

Rutherford,  gov-,  extract  from  message  of,  relative  to 
relations  of  states  335 


Sackett’s  harbor  372 

Sacs  and  Foxes  210 

Safety  fund,  statement  shewing  situation  of,  227 
Salt  trade  in  New  York  21 

Salt  spring,  newly  discovered  103 

Salvages,  amount  of,  at  Key  West  36S 

Sandwich  islands — affray  between  British  consul  and 
newspaper  editor  in,  66;  Christianity  in,  16.;  our  trade 
with  6S;  letter  from,  226 

Santa  Fe — expedition  69;  traders  100;  traders  I!0; 
letter  from,  descriptive  of,  209;  expedition  to,  seized  2S9; 
account  of,  304,-  resolutions  passed  Kentucky  legislature 
relative  to  American  traders  to,  presented  to  congress 
333;  resolution  adopted  in  house  of  representatives  rela- 
tive to  information  concerning  traders  to,  16.;  message 
from  president  Tyler  transmuting  information  relative  to 
capture  342;  account  of  expedition  to,  369;  resolution  in 
senate  relative  to  305,  412 

Sarcophagus  of  VV.  H.  Harrison  132 

Savings  girls  203 

Scott,  judge,  of  Missouri,  on  bench  of  supreme  court  3 
Scott,  gen.,  letter  from,  169 

Scott,  Charles,  death  of,  4J6 

Schools,  common — report  of  common,  of  Cincinnati 
214,  215;  further  statements  of,  223;  of  New  Jersey  352; 
Massachusetts  352 

Schuylkill  navigation  304 

Secretary  of  navy — G E.  Badger  resigned  and  judge 
Upshur  appointed  33;  Mr.  Simms  acting  secretary  53; 
Mr.  Baduer’s  letter  of  resignation  16.;  A.  P.  Upshur  ap- 
pointed 98,  131;  report  on  contingent  expenses  trans- 
mitted to  senate  254;  communication  from  to  house  of 
representatives  relative  to  expenditures  254;  255;  an- 
nual report  of,  263,264,  265,  266,  267,  26S;  report  from, 
on  practicability  of  establishing  navy  yard  and  depot  in 
gull  ot  Mexico  371;  communications  relative  to  opinions 
of.  3S4;  letti  r from  containing  cost  of  steamers  415;  state- 
ments of,  416 

Secretary  of  state  (Daniel  Webster) — letters  ftotn 
34;  letter  Irom  54;  relative  to  67,  98;  reports  showing 
incidental  expenses  254;  letter  from,  containing  state- 
ment of 'expenditures  ol  contingent  fund  in  house  of 
representatives  255;  committee  of  house  representa- 
tives on  expenditures  of  department  ol  state  269; 
communication  from,  relative  to  census  2S0;  printed 
copy  of  census  transmitted  to  house  of  representatives 
by,  287,  331;  correspondence  relative  to  Santa|  Fe 
traders  342;  letter  to  Mr.  Everett  from,  4(>3,  404; 
report  3tid  information  (loin  relative  to  Creole  414 
Secretary  of  treasury  (Thomas  Ewing) — letter  and 
paper?  Irom,  in  relation  to  removals  Irom  office  14; 
loan  obtained  by,  19;  amount  ol  rrotes  issued  ib.; 
letter  of  resignation  by,  33,34;  letter  from,  relative 
to  Indian  money  &.c.  41;  communication  from,  on 
money  in  U S.  bank  ol  Pennsylvania  42;  Mr.  For- 
waid ’ temporary  head  officer  at  department  of,  53; 
Walter  Forward  98;  return  of,  to  Washington  164; 
report  from  in  relation  to  certain  insolvent deb'ors  re- 
ceived in  senate  254;  report  ol,  in  house  of  represen 
tatives  255;  report  upon  fiscal  agent  257,  253,  259, 
260,  261;  report  on  state  of  finances  275,  276;  state- 
ment of  exports  and  imports  28(1;  annual  report  of, 
in  house  of  representatives  280;  report  of,  considered 
300,  330;  report  of,  considered  in  U.  S.  senate  330; 
resolutions  in  U.  S.  senate  for  reports  by  347;  report 
of,  on  progress  of  coast  surveys  380;  a bill  amenda- 
tory of  several  acts  establishing  department  of,  40S, 

409,  415 

Secretary  of  war  (John  Bell  of  Tennessee) — com- 
munication from,  relative  to  certain  troops  15;  con- 
tract submitted  by.  also  letter  and  report  on  harbour 
of  New  Castle  29;  McLca  acting  secretary  of  53;  M r. 
Bell’s  letter  and  statement  on  resigning  53,54;  John 
C.  Spencer  appointed  84,  98;  report  of  250,  251,  252, 
253;  report  from,  on  public  defences  transmitted  to 
senate  254;  abstracts  of  expenditures  of  contingent 
funds  iu  senate  254;  report  from,  submitted  to  house 


to  tariff  on  foreign  nations  adopted  in  U.  S.  senate 
395;  communication  from,  relative  to  surveys  of 
lakes,  submitted  to  U.  S.  senate  397;  letter  of  infor- 
mation on  cost  of  militaiy  road  in  Maine  transmitted 
to  congress  from,  399 

Security,  lor  person,  petition  lor,  in  all  states  335; 
laid  on  table  349 

Seminole  war.  report  fiom  secretary  of  war  on 

origin  of,  3S0;  S “e  Florida. 

Senate  ol  U.  States — meeting  of,  237;  election  of 
Mr.  Sprague  to,  369 

Sergeant,  Mr.,  resignes  seat  in  congress  58 

Seward,  gov. — reward  offered  by,  57;  extract  from 
message  of,  relative  to  position  with  regaid  to  Vitgi- 


nia  and  South  Carolina 

3S5 

Sheep  husbandry 

320 

Shrapnel  inventors 

91 

Ships — of  Maine 

102 

Ship  building 

192 

Shipwrecks,  items  of. 

128 

Silk 

128 

Silver — mine — deposite  from,  to  U.  S.  mint  at  Phi- 
ladelphia 16;  in  N Carolina  74;  resolution  for  state- 
ment of  exports  and  imports  of,  278;  imports  and 
exports  of,  since  1820  400 

Sites — bill  reported  relative  to  duty  of  attorney 
general  concerning,  25,  2S;  on  printing  papers  rela- 
tive to  certain,  29 

Slade,  Mr.,  speech  by,  on  abolition  of  slavery  135, 
continued  154 

Slaveholders — convention  in  Maryland  320;  con- 
vention  held  and  resolutions  adopted  by,  322,  323; 
proceedings  of,  356,  357,  35S;  item  relative  to  con- 
venlion  in  Maryland  363 

Slaves — appeal  iu  behalf  of,  16;  case  of,  in  Ohio 
134;  memorial  on  insurance  ol,  presented  to  U.  S. 
senate  278;  referred  to  committee  on  foreign  relations 
ib.;  petitions  from  Ohio  relative  to,  315;  law  passed 
in  South  Carolina  to  prevent  emancipation  of,  320; 
resolution  of  inquiry  in  certain  case  415 

Slavery — Cuba  in  reference  to,  84;  petitions  relative 
to,  in  U.  S.  senate  277,  414;  ptoceedings  in  congress 
relative  to,  316;  petitions  having  reference  lo,  in 
house  of  representatives  335;  Veimont  resolution  on, 
in  U.  S.  senate  349 

Slave  trade — correspondence  on  suppression  of, 
178,  179;  treaty  in  Europe  for  suppression  of  337; 
number  of  vessels  engaged  in,  captured  by  Fantoine 

368 

Smith,  gen.  S , resolution  to  erect  monument  to,  38 
Smithsonian  bequest  27;  amounts  loaned  and  losses 
69;  select  committee  on,  in  house  ot  representatives 
255;  part  of  president’s  message  submitted  to  com- 
mittee  on,  301 

Smyrna,  fire  at,  16 

Sparks,  Mr.,  extract  of  lecture  of,  230 

Spain — Espartero  ill,  bill  of  proposition  withdrawn 
52,  128;  riot  at  Madrid,  revolted  regiments  submit  to 
regent,  republicans  of  Barcelona  submit  to  republi- 
cans of  France,  account  of  insurrection  163;  difficul- 
ties over,  late  ol  leaders,  regent's  address  195;  Baice 
Iona  ib.;  extract  from  Madrid  Gazette  and  other 

papers  196,  225;  cavalry  of  royal  guard  suppressed, 
resolution  relative  to  guard,  co/tes  opened,  character 
of  loyal  speecii,  democracy,  character  ot  municipal 
bill,  cottons  ot  jCatalonia,  corn  trade  338;  Espartero 
refuses  to  accede  to  pretensions  of  French  minister, 
convents  and  monasteries  to  be  sold  401 

Special  election  178;  in  Pennsylvania  290 

Specie  48,  96,  112,  128,  144,  160,  176,  192,  208, 

240,  304 

Special  mission,  to  U States  from  Great  Britain  337 
Speech — Mr.  Botts  o/i  second  veto  message  74,  5, 
6,  7,  8,  9;  Mr.  Proffit  on  second  veto  92,  93,  94,  95; 
of  Mr.  Slade  on  abolition  of  slavery  135,  136,  137,  138, 
139,  140,  141,  142,  143;  of  Mr.  Raynerof  reception 
of  abolition  petitions  170,  171,  172,  173,  174,  175 
Spencer,  J.  C , appointed  secretary  ol  war  84,  98 
Spoliations,  memorial  for  indemnity  tor,  347 

Sprague.  Win.,  elected  United  States  senator  369 

Squier,  E.,  death  of,  96 

Stanley,  Mr.,  difference  Mr.  Wise  43.  4-1 

Starvation,  in  London  224 

St.  Josephs,  (Midi.)  petition  for  appropriation  (or 
improvement  of,  371;  referred  ib. 

State  bonds  352 

State  debts.  Kentucky  resolutions  on  358 

Staten  island,  (N.  Y ) bill  referred  making  appro 
priations  for,  26;  reported  27;  postponed  ib.;  bill  re- 
ported fur  appropriations  for,  30 

Stationary,  resolution  relative  to,  passed  29,  30,  415 
Statistics — of  cod-fishery  in  Fiance  17;  of  tiade 

between  United  States  and  Great  Britain  19;  of  New 
York  canals  20,  21;  of  Pennsylvania  21, 22;  of  religion 


in  Russia  65;  of  population  of  Illinois  90;  Methodists, 
steamers  112;  of  comtneice  132;  of  schools  of  Massa- 
chusetts 182;  of  Piussia  195;  vehicles  in  Paris  208; 
ol  shoes  211;  of  elections  in  N.  Yoik  212;  in  Ohio 
214;  of  imports  and  exports  liom  1791  to  1821  226; 
of  canal  tolls  288;  of  Maine  320;  of  lead  trade,  of 
export  of  coin,  on  receipts  of  Schuylkill  canal  304; 
of  commerce  on  lakes  336;  of  Pennsylvania  coal  tiade 
336;  of  banks  of  Maine  352;  of  schools  in  Massachu- 
setts 352;  of  China  353;  exports  and  imports  of  gold 
and  silver  400 

Statue  of  Washington — bill  on,  passed  house  of 
representatives  13;  passed  in  senate  23,  29,  43,  132; 
placed  in  rotunda  224,  270;  committee  on,  287 

Statne  of  Napoleon  18,160 

Steamers — ship  Precursor  for  Calcutta,  line  be- 

tween Bremen  and  United  Stales  48;  items  of,  ib.; 
Platte  sunk,  coach,  ship  items,  British  64;  Chilli, 
Erie,  frigate  Kamschalka  80;  prices  in,  West  India 
boats,  British  Queen  96;  accident  to  Beaufort  101;  of 
St.  Louis  trade,  President,  Cunard’s,  new  line  112; 
war  116,  128;  running  ashore,  coal  lor,  items  160, 
192,  208,  224;  ship  Savannah  lost  240;  owned  at  St. 
Louis  256;  arrival  of  Kamschalska  in  Russia  273; 
Isis  burnt  323;  the,  of  Great  Britain  368;  the  war,  on 
lake  Erie  384;  trial  of  the  Mississippi  ib.;  line  of, 
projected  between  Pacific  coast  of  South  America  and 
New  Zealand  and  Austialia  401;  cost  of  ships  Mis- 
souri and  Mississippi  415 

Steamboat?,  line  Irom  Charleston  to  England,  burn- 
ing of  the  Missouri  " 16 

Steam  navigation,  to  India  273 

Stevenson,  Mr.,  -IS;  return  of,  to  United  States  161; 
correspondence  of,  178,  179;  reply  of,  to  cilizens  of 
Philadelphia  206;  correspondence  of,  relative  to  de- 
lension  of  American  vessels  244,  245,  246,  247,  248, 

249 

Stocks  16,  32,  96,  112, 144,  160,  176,  192,  20S,  240, 

256 

Sound  dues,  of  Denmark  1 

South  America  66;  Rio  Grande  84;  Monte  Video, 
Boones  Ayres  naval  fight,  Paraguay  ib,;  interesting 
facts  97;  despatches  from,  256 

South  Carolina — statement  of  bank  of,  74;  military 
review  89;  commencement  of  annual  session  of,  203; 
egislature  213;  governor’s  message  220,  221,  223; 
judge  Gantt  resigned  228;  adjournment  ol  legislature, 
notice  of  certain  acts  passed  274;  law  passed  to  pre- 
vent emancipation  320;  report  from  executive  of,  in 
relation  to  public  lands,  and  Virginia  and  New  York 
controversy,  submitted  to  U.  S senate  372;  extract 
from  gov.  Seward’s  letter  relative  to  relations  with  385 
Southwestern  road,  (Va.)  memorial  212,  213 
Submarine  armour  80 

Sub-treasury — robbed  56;  Mr.  Walker’s  resolution 
calling  for  statement  ot  losses  &c.  330 

Sugar  trade  37;  ftom  cornstalks  96,  192 

Suicides  in  army  69 

Suit  132;  against  Hoyt  ]78 

Sumac  exempted  from  duty  li 

Sunday  mails  335 

Supreme  court,  annual  session  of,  305 

Survey — ol  Patapseo  river  69;  of  coast  301;  com- 
munications relative  to  397 

Sweden,  tariff  of,  363 

Switzerland,  canton  Tessino  in,  represses  convent 

401 

Sydenham,  lord,  gov.  gen.  of  Canada,  death  of,  53 
Si/ria — anarchy  in,  52,84;  civil  commotions  quell- 
ed, Damascus,  British  to  evacuate,  338 

T. 

Table  of  comparative  value  of  states  in  agricul- 
ture 70 

Tallahassee,  health  of,  16 

Talltnadge,  Gen., — on  trade  of  lakes  305;  address 
of  before  American  institute  296,  297,  293,  299; 
letter  from  to  editor  on  lake  trade  339,  340 

Tallinadge,  Mr.,  letter  from  108 

Talltnadge,  judge,  review  of  decision  on  McLeod’s 
case  137 

Tariff — state  of  Vermont  on  182,  280,  Mr.  Slade 
on  230,  281,  282,  283,  284,  285,  286,  287,  300;  ques- 
tion of  reference,  decided  301;  Lousiana  and  the  307, 
308.  309,  310,  311;  Vermont’s  resolutions  on  311; 
resolutions  of  enquiry  on  laws  of  313;  debate  314; 
meeting  352,  letter  on  353;  of  Sweden  36S;  resolution 
lor  information  relative  to  381;  movement  relative  to 
384;  resolution  adopted  395;  on  the  397,  398;  subject 
in  relation  to  laid  on  the  table  ib  ; duties  of  the  new 
on  certain  imports  402,  412;  memorial  from  Pennsyl- 
vania referred  413;  debate  413,  414;  meeting  in 
Hagerstown  relative  to  * 416 

Tax  law,  vote  on  repeal  of,  in  Maryland  304 

Tea,  48,  96,  144,  160,  240 

Telegraphing,  system  of  considering  277 

Telephone  112 

Temperance — naval  70,  80;  in  N.  Jersey  89;  reform 
96;  celebration  in  New’  York  118;  in  Canada  160 
Temperance  Society  Congressional,  400,  414 
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Tennessee — Election  returns  of,  22;  gov.  Cannon’s 
death  90;  legislature  of,  104;  legislature  119;  senators 
vote  for  governor  of,  150;  public  debt,  gov.  Jones 
inaugural  address  ib  ; proceedings  in,  Mr.  Crockett 
elected  deputy  attorney  general,  W.  C.  Dunlap 
judge  of  seventh  judicial  district,  gov.  Polk’s  valedic- 
tory 167;  number  of  voters  in,  183;  division  of  pro- 
posed 227,  228;  Mr.  Bell  in  Nashville,  letter  231, 
256;  subscriptions  by,  charters  granted  by  adjourn- 
ment of  legislature  of,  288;  resolutions  adopted  by, 
352;  bill  passed  house  compelling  specie  payments 
368;  vote  on  division  of  334;  vote  condemning  re- 
pudiation in,  400;  resolutions  of,  relative  to  debts 
of,  yeas  and  nays  on  time  of  resumption  416 

Territories,  standing  committees  on,  in  house  of 
representatives  255 

Texas — public  debt  of,  66;  act  granting  lands  to 
emigrants  in,  ib.;  Indians  intentions  bi  ; funds  98; 
treaty  ratified,  presidential  election  in,  131;  union 
with  proposed,  145;  Society  in,  177;  navy  bi ; message 
of  president  of,  opening  of  Colorado  river  to  navigation 
196;  vice  president  of,  226;  difficulties  with  France 
286;  report  relative  to  treaty  of  (J.  S.,  with  transmit- 
ted to  house  of  representatives  269;  censures  passed 
by  congress  of,  288;  Santa  Fe  expedition  captured, 
American  consul,  movement  289;  communication  re- 
lative to  boundary  line  of  in  United  States  senate  331; 
president  Houston’s  message  336;  resolution  in 
U.  S.  senate,  relative  to  citizens  of  U.  S.  in,  347; 
proceedings  and. decision  relative  to  boundary  line  of 
laid  before  U.  S.  senate,  349;  news  from,  rumor  of 
invasion  by  Mexicans  368;  account  of  expedition  to 
Santa  Fe  369;  petitions  and  memorials  against  annex- 
ation of  to  the  United  States  372;  resolution  in  house 
of  representatives  ofUnited  States,  to  have  survey 
and  boundary  of,  printed  393;  commodore  More, 
adjournment  of  congress,  mutiny  of  a crew  402,  412 
Tobacco  16,  48,  64,  112;  of  Illinois  134,  144,  176, 
192;  address  to  planters  of,  371 

Todd,  col.,  appointed  minister  to  Russia  33;  arrival 
of,  at  St.  Petersburg  273 

Tolls  on  canals  2S8 

Tonnage — 237;  of  lakes  320;  on  canals  of  New 
York  339;  of  Buffalo  416 

Trade — British  corn  laws  1;  American  19;  with  G. 
Britain  ib.;  of  lead  in  Wiskonsin  23;  with  Sandwich 
isles  and  Northwest  coast  63;  of  cotton  100;  lake  ib  ; 
reciprocity  of,  153,  154;  on  lakes  201;  imports  and 
exports  from  1791  to  1841  226;  gen.  Tallmadge’s 
address  on,  of  lakes  305;  letter  to  editor  of  Register 
on  foreigners  availing  of  free  trade  system  to  mono- 
polize 339;  on  lakes  352;  of  Philadelphia  ib.;  letter 
relative  to  353;  cotton  crops  of  United  States  369,  370; 
items  relative  to,  of  lakes  370;  of  tobacco  371;  me- 
morial in  relation  to,  with  British  colonies  397 
Traders,  the  Santa  Fe,  100,  336,  369 

Travel  and  transportation,  facilities  for,  241 

Treasurer,  notice  of  annual  report  of,  257 

Treasury  department — bill  amendatory  of  acts  e- 
stablishing,  408,  409 

Treasury  notes — amounts  issued  &c.  19,85,  14-5; 
amounts  issued  226;  amount  of,  issued  289;  bill  au- 
thorising issue  of  read  in  U.  S.  senate  303;  bill  debat- 
ed and  reported  305;  bill  authorising  issue  of,  read 
in  U.  S.  senate  315;  debate  on  ib.;  subject  debated 
317,  318,  319;  bill  considered  in  17.  S.  senate  331; 
adopted  ib.;  amendments  of  bill  in  house  of  represen- 
tatives and  debates  on  332;  bill  and  amendments  re- 
ported and  passed  333;  form  of  bill  ib.,  346;  bill  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  347;  Mr.  Calhoun  on,  vote  on 
passage  of  348;  bill  considered  459;  vote  on  amend- 
ment to  bill,  form  of  bill  380 

Treaty — rejected  55;  with  Siouxs  ib.;  relative  to 
armed  forces  on  lakes  68;  Indian  116;  failure  of,  with 
Sacs  and  Fox  146;  narrative  of  the  failure  of  168;  Eu- 
ropean for  suppression  of  slave  trade  337;  relative  to 
the,  with  Seneca  Indians  349;  resolution  of  enquiry 
as  to,  with  Mexico  412,  413 

Trinadad,  immigration  to,  192 

Turkey  52;  Syrian  tribute  fixed,  lord  Ponsonby, 
Candia  insurrection  ended  83;  military  preparations 
130;  earthquake  at  Constantinople  195;  amount  of 
tribute  paid  in  225;  armaments  at  Porte,  Selim  Pasha, 
change  of  ministry  in,  energetic  measures  in  Syria 
by,  pasha  of  Damascus  338 

Tyler,  president — second  veto  message  18;  procla- 
mation by,  66;  instructions  of,  to  acting  poff  master 
general  67;  118,  131,  164;  correspondence  with 
neighbours  177;  nolle  prosequi  by  196;  paragraph  in 
London  Time3  on  veto  of,  207;  message  of,  233;  mes- 
sage relative  to  boundary  line  with  Texas  349 
U. 

United  Stales — trade  of,  with  Great  Britain  19; 
sugar  trade  of,  37;  list  of  acls  of  27th  congress  of,  47; 
table  shewing  comparative  value  of,  in  agriculture  70; 
sketch  of  commerce  and  navigation  of,  85;  census  of, 
113,  114,  115;  loan  116;  western  national  armory  of, 
128;  statistics  of  commerce  of,  132;  debts  of,  202; 


report  concerning  relations  of,  with  Texas,  in  house 
289;  amendments  proposed  to  constitution  of,  273; 
American  consul  leaves  Santa  Fe  289;  Mr.  Clay’s 
resolutions  for  amendment  of  299;  communication  2; 
senate  relative  to  boundary  line  between  Texas  and, 
331;  resolutions  of  amendment  of  constitution  defer- 
red a week  331;  special  mission  from  Great  Britain 
to  the,  337;  resolutions  relative  to  citizens  of,  includ- 
ed in  Texas  by  boundary  line  337;  amendment  to 
constitution  of,  debated  349;  proceedings  and  decision 
relative  to  boundary  line  between  Texas  and,  trans- 
mitted to  Senate  349;  petition  for  dissolution  of,  pre- 
sented to  congress  by  Mr.  Adams  351;  light-houses 
of,  352;  estimated  cost  of  light-houses  in,  352;  cotton 
crops  of,  369;  petition  and  memorials  against  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to,  372;  debate  growing  out  of  presen- 
tation of  petition  for  dissolution  of,  373,  374,375, 376, 
377,  378,  379,  380,  381,  382,  383;  resolution  relative 
to  relations  of,  with  Mexico  395;  on  altering  consti- 
tution of,  397 

University  of  Virginia  149,213 

Upsher,  judge,  appointed  seeretary  of  navy  33; 
relative  to  opinions  held  by,  384;  reply  of,  416 
V. 

Vanderstraeten,  baron,  sec.  of  Belgian  legation  85 
Van  Dieman’s  Land — -resolution  relative  to  citizens 
of  United  States  detained  in,  31,  46;  memorials  rela- 
tive to  268,  372,  300 

Vehicles,  in  Paris  208 

Venice  (New  town)  224 

Vermont — compliment  20;  election  118;  legislature 
of,  election,  Crogan  case  133;  bank  statements,  para- 
graphs from  gov.  Paine’s  message  147;  resolutions  of 
whig  state  convention,  address,  vote  on  tariff  182; 
boundary,  finances,  geological  survey  202;  petition 
of,  presented  to  U.  S.  senate  for  amendment  of  con- 
stitution 311;  resolution  of,  relative  to  slavery  349 
Vetoes — debate  on  president  Tyler’s,  to  bank  bill 
6,  7,  8,  9,  10;  when  exercised  and  by  whom  16,  17; 
message  ib.;  on  printing  of,  47,  48;  Mr.  Botts’  speech 
on  second,  74,  75,  78,  77,  78,  79;  Mr.  Proffit’s  speech 
on  second  92,  93,  94,  95;  of  several  presidents  180; 
paragraph  in  relation  to,  207 

Veto  power — history  of,  206,  207;  Mr.  Clay’s  no- 
tice of  intention  to  introduce  joint  resolution  relative 
to,  299;  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  ib.;  debate  on  amend- 
ment of  constitution  relative  to,  349;  Mr.  Buchanan 
on,  371;  debate  on  restricting,  414 

Virginia— copper  ore  discovered  in  3;  special  elec- 
tion in,  89;  Belleville  burnt  104;  election,  exports, 
university  149;  convention  for  southwestern  road 
held  in,  183;  Dismal  swamp  canal  203;  memorial  of, 
on  southwestern  road  212;  university,  constitution, 
resumption,  education  ib.;  legislative  proceedings  227; 
320;  gen.  B.  G.  Baldwin  elected  judge  of  court  of 
appeals  in,  368;  South  Carolina  memorializes  con- 
gress on  controversy  between  New  York  and,  372; 
convention  held  in,  384;  debt  of,  ib.;  extract  from 
message  of  governor  of,  in  relation  to  position  of, 
with  New  York  385;  vote  for  governor  in,  400;  stay 


' O ' * J 

law  ib. 

Visitation,  right  of,  241 

Votes  in  executive  session  40 

W. 

Wainright,  Iieut.  col.R.  D.,  death  and  sketch  of  96 
W ar  steamer,  to  be  built  384 

Washington  city,  bill  in  U.  S.  senate  to  amend  and 
continue  act  of  incorporation  of,  277 

Washington  college,  (Conn. ) legacy  to,  48 


Washington — statue  of  13;  see  Greenough  and 
statue;  placed  in  rotunda  of  capitoi  224;  resolution 
of  U.  S.  senate  on  placing  the  278;  birth-day  of,  415 
Ways  and  means — committee  of  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on,  255;  cleric 

Weather  160 

Webster,  Daniel, — letters  from,  34,  35,  54,  403,  404 
Weightman,  Dr.,  death  of,  of  U.  S.  army  181 

Wells,  S.,  American  banker  at  Paris,  death  of  52; 
sketch  of,  64 

Western  national  armory — location  16,  84,  184 

West  Point  27;  resolution,  military  academy  300 

Whale  fisheries  37;  American,  164 

Wheat  16,  32,  48,  64,  96,  112,  144;  crop  in  Ohio 
150,160,176,192,208.240 
Whig  meeting,  congressional,  resolutions  and  ad- 
dress of,  35,  36 

Whitney,  capt.,  death  of,  133 

Wickliffe,  gov.,  accepts  seat  in  cabinet  67 

Wilcox,  major  D.,  death  of,  and  biography  322 

Wild  Cat,  description  of,  69 

Wiley,  chief  justice,  found  guilty  304 

Winnebagoes  224 

Wiskonsin — lead  trade  in,  23;  election  104;  more 
lead  in,  119;  lumber  trade  132,  192;  part  of  message 
of  governor  of  296;  petition  for  harbor  in  371 

Wise,  Mr.,  renconter  with  Mr.  Stanley  43,  44 
Wolf,  Edward  de,  consul  for  Netherlands,  death  of, 

85 

Wool  48 


Yeas  and  nays — on  adjournment,  on  recommitment 
10;  on  amendment  to  bill  on  duties,  drawbacks,  on 
amendments  to  fortification  bill  twice,  on  fixing  time 
of  adjournment  11;  on  amendments  to  duty  bill,  on 
land  bill,  on  appropriations  to  post  offiee,  on  Clay’s 
amendment  thereto,  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  proviso,  on 
further  amendment,  on  restricting  franking  privilege, 
on  passage  of  bill  in  U.  S.  senate  12;  on  post  office 
appropriation  bill  in  house  of  representatives,  on  lay- 
ing on  table,  on  adopting  amendment  ib.;  on  amend- 
ments thereto  four  times,  on  passage  of  bill,  on  sub- 
mitting account  of  funeral  expenses  to  be  audited  by 
marshal,  on  passage  thereof,  on  call  of  house,  on 
taking  up  appropriation  bill  13;  on  laying  bill  on 
lable,  on  passage  of  bill  providing  for  paving  Penn- 
sylvania avenue,  on  appropriation  bill,  on  appeal,  on 
taking  main  question,  on  amendment  14;  on  further 
amendment,  on  main  question,  on  receding  from  pre- 
vious vote,  on  main  question,  on  reconsidering  15;  ori 
Choctaw  reservation,  on  laying  revenue  billon  table, 
on  fiscal  corporation  amendments  5 times,  on  adjourn- 
ment twice  23;  on  amendment  to  fiscal  corporation 
bill,  on  final  passage,  on  amendment  to  fortification 
bill,  on  amendment  to  ordnance  appropriation  bill  24; 
on  amendments  to  revenue  bill  5 times,  25;  10  times 
in  reference  to  revenue  bill,  on  amendment  to  diplo- 
matic agency  bill  26;  on  final  passage  of  revenue  bill 
in  U.  S.  senate,  on  laying  military  appropriation  bill 
on  table,  twice  on  amendments,  on  postponement,  on 
amendment  to  ordnance  bill,  on  its  final  passage  27; 
on  motion  to  adjourn  bi.;  on  lay ir^  resolution  and 
amendments  on  table,  on  suspending  rule  twice  28; 
on  laying  resolution  on  table,  on  linal  passage  of 
military  appropriation  bill  29;  on  resolution  in  a case 
of  contested  election  30;  on  laying  resolution  on  table, 
on  case  of  order,  on  amendments  to  revenue  bill  6 
times,  on  adjournment  once,  31;  on  printing  resolu- 
tions of  Virginians,  on  resolution  relative  to  reporters 
41;  on  adjournment,  on  expunging  question,  on  ad- 
journment 42;  on  revenue  bill  5 times  43;  on  decision 
of  speaker,  on  amendments  to  resolution  on  rules  of 
house  twice,  on  previous  question,  on  main  question 
239;  on  motion  to  lay  on  table,  on  postponing  elec- 
tion of  chaplain,  on  decision  of  chair,  on  previous 
question,  on  select  committee  on  parts  of  president’s 
message,  on  abolishing  office  of  assistant  doorkeeper 
255;  on  laying  motion  on  table,  on  call  of  house,  on 
laying  motion  on  table  269;  on  referring  bill  to  com- 
mittee 278;  on  committee’s  rising  315;  on  laying 
question  of  reception  on  table  5 times,  on  putting 
main  question  on  repeal  of  bankrupt  law,  on  adjourn- 
ment 316;  on  reference  and  instruction  to  report  317; 
on  motion  to  adjourn,  on  decision  of  chair  ib.;  on 
seconding  demand  for  previous  question,  on  ordering 
main  question,  on  amendment  to  main  question,  on 
motion  to  print  301;  on  motion  to  lay  subject  on  table 
302;  on  laying  petition  on  table,  on  laying  treasury 
note  bill  on  table,  on  appeal  from  speaker’s  decision 
303;  for  cal!  on  secretary  of  treasury  for  his  opinion 
relative  to  revenue  331;  on  postponing  motion,  on 
resolving  into  committee  of  the  whole  twice,  on  com- 
mittee rising,  on  suspension  of  rules  332;  on  amend- 
ment to  treasury  note  bill,  on  treasury  note  bill  333; 
on  adjournment,  on  ordinary  main  question,  on  reso- 
lution to  report  bill  repealing  bankrupt  law,  on 
instructions  accompanying  bankrupt  law  bill,  on 
adjournment,  on  laying  appeal  on  table,  on  decision 
of  chair  334;  on  main  question,  on  engrossment,  on 
passage  of  bankrupt  law,  on  laying  petitions  on  table, 
on  previous  question  335;  on  amendment  to  treasury 
note  bill  349;  on  laying  resolution  on  table,  on  amend- 
ment to  treasury  note  bill  twice,  347;  on  passage  of 
treasury  note  bill  348;  on  question  of  reception  being 
laid  on  table  twice,  on  motion  to  adjourn,  on  motion 
to  lay  petition  on  table,  on  laying  question  of  recep- 
tion on  table  twice  again,  on  laying  on  table  349;  on 
committing  bill  to  committee  of  whole,  on  Mr.  Mar- 
shall’s motion  350;  on  decision  of  chair  twice,  on 
adjournment,  on  leave  to  Mr,  Adams  to  proceed,  on 
laying  on  table  351;  on  bankrupt  bill  359;  on  ad- 
journment 362;  on  laying  subject  of  censure  of  Mr. 
Adams  on  table  366;  on  considering  Mr.  Marshall’s 
resolutions  367;  on  amendment  to  treasury  note  bill 
330;  on  motion  to  lay  subject  of  censure  on  table,  on 
motion  to  lay  Mr.  Adams’  resolution  on  table,  on 
adopting  resolution,  on  resolution,  on  laying  on  table 
381;  on  laying  subject  on  table,  on  reconsideration 
383;  on  laying  resolution  on  table,  on  fixing  day  for 
adjournment,  on  engrossing  bankrupt  law  bill  397;  on 
laying  report  on  table,  on  laying  resolution  to  employ 
a clerk  on  table,  on  laying  motion  on  table  398;  on 
apportionment  bill,  on  suspension  of  specie  payment 
of  District  banks,  on  laying  on  table,  on  striking  out 
items  from  appropriation  bill  399;  to  lay  District  bank 
bill  on  table  414 

Yellow  fever  48,80 

Yorkledge  116 

Yucatan — 66;  republic  of,  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence in,  196;  arrival  of  Mexican  ministers  in  241 
Z. 

Zantzinger,  major  R.  A.,  death  of  322 
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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

The  number  of  the  Register,  issued  last  week, 
completed  the  tenth  volume  of  the  new  series.  We 
have  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  the  first  number  of 
the  eleventh  volume,  or  sixty-first  volume  of  the  en- 
tire work,  printed  upon  new  type — manufactured  for 
us  at  Mr.  Carter’s  Baltimore  type  foundry — which 
will  considerably  improve  the  appearance  of  the  pub- 
lication. 

For  the  generous  and  efficient  support  which  the 
Register  continues  to  receive  from  a portion  of  its 
subscribers,  the  editor  returns  his  heartfelt  acknow- 
ledgment— and  sincerely  hopes  that  the  efforts  he 
is  making  to  render  the  work  useful,  will  be  second- 
ed by  the  friendly  aid  of  those  subscribers  who — most 
of  them,  we  are  sure,  from  mere  inadvertence — have 
allowed  their  accounts  to  be  in  arrear. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  day  to  say  one  word  in 
commendation  of  the  character  of  the  Register,  as 
a historical  record;  for  it  is  so  closely  identified  with 
the  progress  of  the  nation,  that  no  man,  who  desires 
to  attain  correct  information  in  relation  to  “men  and 
things,”  can  do  so,  satisfactorily,  without  reference 
to  its  pages.  Those  who  possess  entire  copies  of  the 
work  are,  indeed,  rich  in  its  possession,  and  there 
not  a volume  which  is  not  daily  increasing  in  value. 
To  keep  up  its  well  earned  reputation  will  be  our 
constant  aim — and  we  appeal  to  our  old  friends  and 
the  public  to  aid  us  in  the  effort  to  bequeath  a rich 
political  legacy  to  those  who  may  come  after  us. 

HlpThe  U.  S.  senate  was  occupied  Wednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  in  a warm  debate  upon  the  bill 
which  passed  the  house  last  week,  to  establish 
Fiscal  Corporation.  The  bill  finally  passed  the 
senate  yesterday,  without  amendment,  yeas  27,  nays 
22 — a strict  party  vote,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Rives,  who  voted  against  the  bill.  Mr.  Archer  made 
a speech  in  favor  of  the  bill  on  Thursday. 

The  Land  Distribution  Bill  having  passed  both 
houses,  was  yesterday  signed  by  the  president. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Cnarles  S.  Todd,  ol  Kentucky,  envoy  extraordina- 
ry and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Russia. 

Daniel  Jenifer  of  Maryland,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Austria. 

H.  M.  Breckenridge,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  a com- 
missioner under  the  act  of  congress  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  convention  with  the  Mexican  republic  of  the 
11th  April,  1839. 

Thomas  B.  Potlinger,  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Maryland. 

John  W.  Vance,  register  of  the  land  office,  at  Dan- 
ville, Illinois. 

r CONSULS.  The  president  has  recognized 

John  M.  Wright,  esq.  as  vice  consul  of  Brazil,  for 
the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Auguste  Branda,  esq.  vice  consul  of  Belgium,  for 
the  port  of  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Vol.  XI— Sig.  1. 


THE  PUBLIC  FUNDS.  The  sub-treasurers  hav- 
ing been  dispensed  with  by  virtue  of  the  repeal  of 
the  sub-treasury  law,  at  Boston,  the  American  bank  has 
been  selected  to  keep  the  deposits. 

At  N.  York  the  Merchants'  bank  was  at  first  designat- 
ed, but  subsequently  the  Bank-of  Commerce  was  sub- 
stituted— report  says  because  the  ibrmer  refused  to 
give  the  security  required.  The  Bank  of  Commerce 
took  one  million  of  the  government  loan  just  nego- 
tiated, at  5£  per  centum. 

INVESTIGATION.  The  Board  of  Commissioners 
appointed  to  investigate  the  New  York  custom  house 
concerns,  after  a session  of  nearly  three  months,  have 
brought  their  inquiries  to  a close.  The  testimony 
collected  is  said  to  occupy  800  folio  pages,  some  of 
it  of  a very  serious  import. 

The  N.  Y.  American  says,  “The  commissioners,  on 
the  eve  of  breaking  up,  addressed  a letter  to  the  col- 
lector, Mr.  Curtis,  approving  the  reform  introduced 
by  him  into  the  custom  house  in  the  manner  of  keep- 
ing and  accounting  for  the  public  moneys,  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  enormous  incidental  expenses  of  the 
office,  and  that  of  the  number  of  persons  employed. 
They  also  say  that  nothing  has  appeared  which  in  any 
manner  implicates  Mr.  Curtis  in  the  discharging  of 
his  official  duties.  The  testimony  borne  by  all  the 
commissioners  to  his  diligence,  intelligence  and  fide- 
lity, cannot  but  be  grateful  to  Mr.  Curtis  and  to  his 
friends.” 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  British  Corn  Laws.  The  question  having 
been  fairly  submitted  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
in  their  ultimate  constitutional  capacity,  at  the  polls, 
whether  they  would  adopt  something  more  like  reci- 
procity, and  nearer  akin  to  free  trtide,  or  would  ad- 
here to  the  system  which  has  so  long  and  is  still  ope- 
rating so  disadvantageously  to  us,  and  they,  by  elect- 
ing a decided  majority  of  the  tory  party  to  parliament 
upon  the  express  ground  that,  if  elected,  they  would 
continue  that  policy,  it  now  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  American  citizen  to  acquaint  himself  with  the 
scope  of  those  said  corn  laws,  and  discern  how  it  is 
that  they  affect  our  trade. 

To  facilitate  this  object,  we  subjoin  a tabular  state 
ment  of  the  duty  payable,  per  barrel,  on  American 
flour,  under  the  corn  laws  of  Great  Britain,  careful- 
ly prepared  by  an  American  merchant,  resident  in 
Liverpool. 

By  act  9,  of  George  IV,  ch.  60,  the  duty  on  foreign 
wheat  is  as  follows,  viz: — When  the  average  price 
of  wheat  is  at  and  above — 


qr.  at  which  price  and  upwards,  no  more  than  Is.  per 
qr.  is  levied;  and  the  duty  increases  in  like  manner 
Is.  6 d.  per  qr.  as  the  price  declines  Is.  or  part  of  Is. 
under  33s.  per  quarter. 

On  bats,  if  the  average  price  is  25s.  and  under  26s. 
per  qr.  the  duty  is  9s.  3d.  per  qr.;  decreasing  Is.  6 d. 
per  qr.  as  the  average  price  advances  Is.  until  it 
reaches  31s.  when  at  that  price  or  more,  the  duty  is 
only  Is.  per  qr.;  and  in  like  manner  it  is  increased  Is. 
6 d.  per  qr.  for  every  Is.  or  part  of  Is.  per  qr.  the  ave- 
rage recedes  below  24s.  per  quarter. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  whq  do  not  readily 
understand  quarters  and  sterling  money,  I.  H.  Hedley 
has  prepared  the  following  tables  exhibiting  the  rates 
of  duty  per  bushel  in  federal  money,  together  with 
the  duty  on  flour  per  barrel  in  federal  money,  so  ar- 
ranged that  they  correspond  with  the  preceding  table, 
and  will  be  at  once  understood.  Thus  when  wheat 
is  at  and  over — 


• quarter. 

Duty  per  qr. 

Duty  per  bbl.  on  Jb 

s. 

, s.  d. 

s.  d. 

73 

1 0 

— 7.7.32 

72 

2 8 

1 7.1.4 

71 

6 8 

4 0.1.8 

70 

10  8 

6 5 

69 

13  8 

8 2.21.32 

68 

16  8 

10  0.5.16 

67 

18  8 

11  2.3.4 

66 

29  8 

12  5.3.16 

65 

21  8 

13  0.13.32 

64 

22  8 

13  7.5.8 

63 

23  8 

14  2.27.32 

62 

24  8 

14  10.1.6 

61 

25  - 

15  5.9.32 

60 

26  8 

16  0 

59 

27  - 

16  7.23.32 

58 

28  8 

17  2.15.16 

57 

29  - 

17  10.5.32 

56 

30  8 

18  5.3.8 

55 

31  - 

19  0.19.32 

54 

32  8 

19  7.26.22 

53 

33  - 

20  3.1.32 

52 

34  8 

20  10.1.4 

51 

35  - 

21  5.15.32 

50 

36  8 

22  0.22.32 

49 

37  - 

22  7.29.32 

48 

38  8 

23  3.1.8 

47 

39  - 

23  10.11.32 

46 

40  8 

24  5.9.16 

45 

41  - 

25  0.25.32 

44 

42  8 

25  8 

43 

43  - 

26  7.7.32 

Per  bushel.  Duly  per  bushel.  On  flour  per  bbl. 

$2  02  cts.  6 mills.  02  cts.  8 mills.  13cts. 

1 99 

8 

04 

9 

35 

2 mills. 

1 97 

0 

18 

5 

88 

8 

1 94 

2 

29 

6 

$1  42 

4 

1 91 

5 

37 

9 

1 81 

3 

1 88 

7 

46 

2 

2 22 

0 

1 85 

9 

51 

8 

2 47 

9 

1 83 

1 

57 

3 

2 75 

7 

1 80 

4 

60 

1 

2 83 

6 

1 77 

6 

62 

9 

3 01 

6 

1 74 

8 

65 

7 

3 14 

5 

1 72 

0 

68 

4 

3 29 

3 

1 69 

3 

69 

4 

3 42 

o 

1 66 

5 

74 

0 

3 55 

6 

1 63 

7 

74 

9 

3 63 

6 

1 60 

9 

79 

5 

3 81 

1 

1 57 

5 

80 

5 

3 95 

9 

1 55 

4 

85 

1 

4 08 

8 

1 52 

6 

86 

0 

4 21 

8 

1 49 

6 

90 

6 

4 34 

8 

1 47 

1 

91 

6 

4 49 

6 

1 44 

3 

94 

9 

4 62 

5 

1 41 

5 

97 

1 

4 75 

4 

1 38 

7 

$1  01 

7 

4 88 

4 

1 35 

9 

1 02 

7 

5 01 

4 

1 33 

2 

1 07 

3 

5 16 

1 

1 30 

4 

1 08 

2 

5 29 

1 

1 27 

6 

1 12 

8 

5 42 

0 

1 24 

6 

1 13 

8 

5 55 

0 

1 22 

1 

1 18 

4 

5 69 

6 

1 19 

3 

1 19 

3 

5 90 

o 

On  barley  and  Indian  corn,  if  the  average  price  is 
31s.  and  under  34s.  the  duty  is  I2s.  4 d.  per  imperial 
quarter,  and  for  every  Is.  pep  quarter  it  advances, 
the  duty  is  decreased  Is.  fid.  until  it  reaches  41s.  per 


Mr.  Hedley  observes,  “From  the  inspection  of  the 
above  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  duty  on  flour  is 
50  per  cent,  higher  than  on  grain:  consequently  ship- 
pers generally  send  wheat  in  buffi  to  England,  unless 
the  price  is  very  high,  when  the  duty  is  so  small  as 
to  make  the  freightage  more  than  to  counterbalance 
the  extra  duties.  At  best,  however,  it  is  but  a ha- 
zardous business,  and  often  attended  with  ruinous 
loss  to  American  exporters.  The  extra  duty  on  flour 
is  no  doubt  intended  as  a sort  of  protective  tariff  to 
English  flour  manufacturers,  and  is  abundantly  cha- 
racteristic of  English  tact  and  statemanship.  1 have 
no  wish  to  make  comments  now;  the  time  is  coming 
when  this  subject  will  be  canvassed  in  all  its  parts, 
and  an  administration  elected  that  will  put  forth  all 
its  power  to  procure  either  a total  repeal  of  these  un- 
just laws,  or  such  a modification  of  them  as  will  jus- 
tify American  merchants  in  seeking  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  as  an  available  market  for  our  increasing  sur- 
plus of  bread  stuffs.” 

The  Sound  Dues — Quarantine.  A communica- 
tion from  the  Elsinore  custom  house  announces  a re- 
duction in  the  Christianople  tariff,  to  take  effect  on 
the  15th  June  1841 — annexed  are  the  alterations: 


Alspice  per  100  lbs. 

New 

duties. 

st* 

Former 

duties. 

9 

Oranges,  lemons, 

&c.  chest. 

1 

2 

Arsenic 

300  lbs. 

8 

12 

Orpiment 

100  lbs. 

6 

9 

Cocoa 

U 

6 

24 

Coffee 

u 

6 

24 

Camel’s  hair 

50  lbs. 

12 

30 

Canella  alba 

100  lbs. 

6 

36 

Cardamons 

(C 

18 

36 

Cassia  fistula 

<< 

12 

36 

“ lignea 

u 

9 

36 

*43  stivers  equal  to  two  Danish  dollars  specie. 
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Cement  12  brls. 

Cubebs  per  100  lbs. 

Juniper  berries  800  lbs. 

Cotton  yarn  or  twist  100  lbs. 

“ “ sewings  50  lbs. 

“ “ printing  50  lbs. 

“ “ Turkey  r.  50  lbs. 

“ “ for  emb’y  50  lbs. 

Camel’s  yarn  50  lbs. 

Manna  or  manna  groats  100  lbs. 

Turmeric  100  lbs. 

Shot  100  lbs. 

Dyewoods,  viz:  Japan  and  Span- 
wood,  Provencewood,  Sandal- 
wood, Camwood  or  Barwood, 
Caliatourwood,  Honduraswood, 
Campeachywood,  Logwood,  Fi- 
cetwood  Galliciewood,  Nicara- 
guawood,  per  1,000  lbs.  Stoek- 
tishwood,  St.  Marthawood,  Rio 
de  la  Hachewood  per  1,000  lbs. 

Dyewoods  not  mentioned  or  stated 
in  the  Christianople  tariff  or  here 

Manufactured  goods  of  all  kinds, 
with  the  exception  of  white  or- 
dinary calicoes,  and  those  men- 
tioned here 

Cotton  hose  per  50  pairs 

Cotton  4 hose  and  children’s  do. 
per  100  pairs 

Ochre  per  200  lbs. 

Paddy  per  400  lbs. 


36 

12 

36 

36 

30 

18 

30 

30 

30 

9 

12 

4 


30  or  36 


12 


36 


1 per  cent,  ad  val. 


1 percent,  ad  val. 


30 


6 30 

1 9 

6 list. 

[per  bushel. 
8 36 

3 6 

1 percent,  ad  val. 

5 9 

2 3 


Sarsaparilla  per  100  lbs. 

Soda  per  300  lbs. 

Spices  not  mentioned  here 
Sugar,  raw  per  100  lbs. 

Zinc  per  100  lbs. 

Ships  from  Cuba,  and  other  American  ports,  have 
now,  as  long  as  the  places  are  considered  healthy,  no 
detention  at  all,  when  they  have  had  no  case  of  sick- 
ness on  the  passage:  otherwise,  they  will  be  liable  to 
an  observation  quarantine.  In  case,  however,  any 
place  should  be  declared  infected,  the  vessels  coming 
from  the  same  will  only  have  to  perform  an  obser- 
vation quarantine  of  from  four  to  fourteen  days,  and 
not  as  formerly  be  subjected  to  a purification  un- 
loading. 

We  have  received  a communication  from  our  cus- 
tom house,  stating  that  in  accordance  with  the  nego- 
tiations which  have  lately  taken  place,  sound  dues 
on  several  articles  not  mentioned  in  the  Christiano- 
ple tariff,  have  been  recuced  from  the  15th  of  June. 


BANKRUPT  LAW— ITS  HISTORY.  On  the 
4th  of  April,  1800,  congress  passed  a uniform  bank- 
rupt law.  At  this  time  the  business  of  the  country 
was  limited;  the  relations  between  debtor  and  cre- 
ditor stood  upon  a different  footing;  imprisonment 
for  debt  existed  in  nearly  all  the  states.  The  law 
applied  to  merchants  and  traders  only.  A farmer, 
a lawyer,  or  a mechanic  had  to  become  a trader, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  to  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  its  provisions.  A change  in  the  political 
parties  of  the  day  was  not  without  its  effect  upon  this 
law.  It  was  repealed  December  19,  1803.  Had  the 
law  remained,  and  been  amended  as  time  and  expe- 
rience would  have  suggested,  it  would  have  been  of 
great  benefit  to  the  country,  not  only  in  a moral  but 
in  a pecuniary  point  of  view.  The  country  would 
have  escaped  many  of  the  convultions  and  disasters 
which  it  has,  since  that  period,  passed  through. 

The  next  action  on  this  subject  was  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  January  1,  1812,  when  a committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a uniform  law  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy. 

In  the  house,  January  3, 1815,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill.  (See 
bill  H.  of  R.  No.  650.)  At  this  time  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  sent  in  strong  pe- 
titions in  favor.  (See  house  journal,  15th  congress.) 

In  the  house,  February  27, 1816,  Mr.  Nelson,  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill;  April 
22,  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

In  the  house,  December  13,  1816,  Mr.  Hopkinson, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill. 
February  24,  1817,  committee  discharged  and  the 
subject  indefinitely  postponed. 

In  the  house,  December  12,  1817,  Mr.  Hopkinson, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill. 
(See  bill  No.  6.)  February  13,  taken  up  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  debated  from  time  to  time,  and  fi- 
nally indefinitely  postponed — 82  to  70.  (See  this 
debate.) 

In  the  house,  November  24, 1818,  Mr.  Hopkinson, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill 
again;  but  it  was  not  acted  upon. 


In  the  house,  December  11,  1819,  Mr.  Sergeant, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  reported  a bill; 
but  it  was  not  acted  upon. 

In  the  senate,  January  12,  1820,  Mr.  Smith,  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  were  refer- 
red the  memorials  of  a large  number  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Boston  and  other  towns  of  Massachusetts; 
of  merchants  and  others  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut; 
of  merchants  and  others  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire; of  the  chambers  of  commerce  in  N.  York,  Phi- 
ladelphia, Baltimore  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  for  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy,  reported  a bill,  and  it  was 
debated  from  January  14  to  March  30,  and  lost  in  its 
passage  to  be  engrossed — 19  to  17. 

In  the  senate  January  2,  1821,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  ask- 
ed and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  which  was 
referred  to  the  leommittee  on  the  judiciary.  Janua- 
ry 11,  Mr-  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  the  judici- 
ary, reported  the  bill  jvithout  amendment,  which  was 
debated  and  engrossed.  February  14,  the  question, 
shall  this  bill  pass?  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22,  nays  19.  So  the  bill  passed  the  senate,  and 
was  sent  down  to  the  house. 

In  the  house,  February  20,  1821,  the  secretary  of 
the  senate  came  in  with  a bill  from  the  senate  to  es- 
tablish a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  asked  the  concurrence  of  the 
house:  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary.  (See  bill  from  senate,  No.  20.)  This 
bill  failed  from  not  being  acted  upon. 

In  the  house,  December  11,  1821,  Mr.  Sergeant, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill 
again,  (see  bill  No.  1),  which  was  debated  from  time 
to  time  until  March  12,  1822,  when  the  bill  was  lost 
in  its  passage  to  be  engrossed — 99  nays  to  72  yeas. 
March  12,  1822,  on  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  Mr. 
Walworth  laid  upon  the  table  a joint  resolution  that 
the  constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  give  back  to  the 
states  the  power  they  had  on  this  subject  previously 
to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  March  22,  the 
above  resolution  was  read  a first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union.  (See  house  journal,  1821  and  ’22, 
page  340.) 

In  the  house,  December  11,  1823,  Mr.  Breck  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy.  December  30,  Mr.  Web- 
ster, from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported 
that,  from  want  of  time  at  this  session,  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  bring  in  a bill. 

In  the  house,  May  26,  1824,  Mr.  Webster,  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  that  it  was 
now  expedient  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. 

In  the  house,  December  6,  1825,  John  Q.  Adams, 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  his  annual  message 
to  both  houses,  recommended  the  passage  of  a bill. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary.  January  3,  1826,  Mr.  Webster,  from  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a resolution 
that  it  was  expedient  to  pass  such  a bill.  The  reso- 
lution was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union.  February  6, 
Mr.  Wickliffe  moved  that  the  clerk  of  the  house  pro- 
cure the  statutes  of  Great  Britain  oh  this  subject,  and 
have  the  same  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. — 
Subject  laid  upon  the  table. 

In  the  senate,  December  13, 1825,  Mr.  Smith  mov- 
ed that  a select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt.  Mr.  Hayne  moved  to  amend  the  same  so  as 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Fe- 
bruary 21,  1826,  Mr.  Hayne  reported  a bill,  which 
was  debated  from  time  to  time,  and  finally  laid  upon 
the  table  May  24,  1826. 

In  the  senate  December  6, 1826,  Mr.  Hayne  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  which  was,  De- 
cember 19,  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole. — 
February  6,  1827,  the  bill  was  debated  and  lost  in  its 
passage  to  be  engrossed — 27  to  21.  (See  speeches 
on  this  bill.) 

December  4,  1827,  John  Q.  Adams,  president  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  annual  message  recommend- 
ed to  both  houses  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  bill. 

In  the  house,  April  5,  1832,  Mr.  John  Davis,  pre- 
sented a resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts in  favor  of  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.— 
(See  house  journal,  22d  congress,  page  568.) 

In  the  house,  September  5,  1837 — extra  session — 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United  States,  re- 
commended in  his  message  to  both  houses  the  pas- 
sage of  a bill,  and  to  apply  in  particular  to  banks  and 
bankers.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  also  made  a 
report.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry. September  21,  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  this  extra 
session. 

In  the  senate,  September  5, 1837 — extra  session — 
the  same  action  was  had  in  the  house — that  it  was 


inexpedient  to  legislate  on  the  subject  at  that  ses- 
sion. 

In  the  senate,  January  13,  1840,  Mr.  Norvell  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill. — 
April  1,  Mr.  Webster  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill,  (S.  No.  244),  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred. April  3,  Mr.  Tallmadge  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  (S.  No.  295),  which  was  read 
and  referred.  April  22,  Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill,  (S.  No.  324). 
Mr.  Wall,  from  a minority  of  the  committee,  report- 
ed an  amendment  to  bill  No.  324.  June  12,  Mr. 
Crittenden,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  senate  bill  No.  324,  with  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wall,  reported  the  bill  with  the 
amendment  to  the  senate.  He  also  reported  a bill 
(S.  No.  369)  which  was  debated  from  time  to  time; 
and  June  25,  the  question,  shall  this  bill  pass?  (S.  No. 
369),  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 21  to  19.  So 
the  the  senate  passed  the  bill  and  sent  it  down  to  the  house. 

In  the  house,  February  10,  1840,  Mr.  Hubbard 
moved  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  March  9,  Mr. 
McKay  moved  that  they  should  inquire  also  as  to 
banks  and  other  corporations.  F ebruary  29,  Mr.  Cur- 
tis informed  the  house  that,  when  in  order,  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill. 

June  25,  4 o'clock,  P.  M.  Mr.  Dickens,  secretary 
of  the  senate,  came  in  with  the  bill  from  the  senate 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  and  ask- 
ed the  concurrence  of  the  house.  (Senate  bill  No. 
369.)  July  7,  laid  upon  the  table  by  nearly  a party 
vote — 101  to  89. 

In  the  senate,  December  30, 1840,  Mr.  Crittenden, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill, 
(S.  No.  160),  which  was  debated  from  time  to  time 
until  February  27,  1841,  when  the  subject  was  pass- 
ed over  from  want  of  time,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  at  the  next 
session. 

In  the  house — extra  session — June  12,  1841,  Mr. 
Briggs  moved  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a bill  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. 

In  the  senate — extra  session — June  25,  1841,  Mr. 
Berrien,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  re- 
ported a bill. 

In  the  house,  July  1,  1841,  John  Tyler,  president 
of  the  United  States,  sent  a special  message  to  the 
house  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a bill,  with  a peti- 
tion of  3,000  citizens,  from  New  York. 

In  the  house,  July  21,  Mr.  Barnard,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill  with  a writ- 
ten report  in  favor  of  the  measure;  both  of  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  also  offer- 
ed a resolution  that  it  was  inexpedient -to  legislate 
upon  the  subject  at  this  extra  session;  which  resolu- 
tion, after  debate,  was  laid  upon  the  table;  yeas  118, 
nays  81. 

In  senate,  July  22,  1841,  Mr.  Berrien,  according 
to  notice,  called  up  the  bankrupt  bill.  July  23,  Mr. 
Nicholson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
“banks  and  other  corporations,”  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  34  to  16.  The  bill  was  de- 
bated until  July  24,  when  the  question  was  put — 
“shall  this  bill  pass?  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  26,  nays  23.  So  the  senate  passed  the  bill  and 
sent  it  down  to  the  house. 

In  the  house  July  24,  1841,  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate came  in  with  the  bill  to  establish  a uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  and  asked  the  concurrence  of  the 
house. 

In  the  house,  July  31,  1841,  Mr.  Barnard  moved 
that  the  bill  from  the  senate  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  be 
printed.  Mr.  Sprigg  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  called  the  yeas  and  nays— decided  in  the 
negative,  123  to  91.  The  bill  was  then  referred. 

In  the  house,  August  7,  1841,  Mr.  Sergeant  moved 
that  the  committee  take  up  the  senate  bill  to  estab- 
lish a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  as  reported 
with  amendments  to  the  house  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  currency — negatived,  ayes  82,  noes  89. 
Same  day,  Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin,  moved  a further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill— ayes  87,  noes  68.  Mr.  Briggs 
then  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside  for  the  present; 
ayes  104,  noes  11.  No  quorum. 

In  the  house,  August  10,  1841,  Mr.  Briggs  with- 
drew his  motion  to  lay  aside,  and  the  bill  was  further 
considered,  but  no  definite  action  was  had  thereon. 

August  17.  The  bill  being  again  under  consider- 
ation, action  was  taken  on  Mr.  Gordon’s  motion,  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill — negatived: 
ayes  79,  noes  90.  Mr.  Barnard  moved  to  postpone 
the  action  of  the  bill  to  1st  February — agreed  to. — 
Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments 
on  the  table;  agreed  to:  yeas  110,  nays  97. 
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August  18.  Mr.  Gamble  moved  a reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  bankrupt  bill  and  the 
amendments  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  Decided  in 
the  affirmative:  yeas  116,  nays  93.  The  bill  was  then 
amended;  and  Mr.  Briggs  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. And  the  main  question,  “shall  the  hill  pass?  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  110,  nays  106. 

President  Tyler  has  subsequently  signed  the  bill, 
which  establishes  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States — for  a copy  of  which 
see  page  4. 

THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  51. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Sept.  1,  1841. 

I.  The  7th  military  department,  as  defined  in  ge- 
neral orders,  No.  32,  of  1837,  will  hereafter  be  in- 
cluded in  the  western  division.  Brigadier  General 
Brady  will  report  to  the  major  general  commanding 
the  western  division,  and  also,  in  cases  of  emergency, 
to  general  head-quarters. 

II.  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Wool,  inspector  ge- 
neral, having  been  appointed  brigadier  general,  vice 
Brevet  Major  General  Scott,  he  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  army. 

Until  further  orders  the  head-quarters  of  the  eas- 
tern division  will  be  changed  to  Troy,  New  York. 

Captain  E.  Schriver,  assistant  adjutant  general,  is 
for  the  present,  assigned  to  the  staff'  of  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Wool.  By  order,  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Major  general  Winfield  Scott,  accompanied  by 
his  aids,  Captains  Anderson  and  Allen,  left  Alba- 
ny on  the  25th  ult.  for  the  western  part  of  N.  York. 

Military  Academy.  The  cadets  at  West  Point, 
we  understand,  says  the  N.  Y.  American,  have  been 
obliged  to  strike  their  tents  and  go  into  barracks,,  in 
consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  dysentary  among 
them. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Constitution  and  Yorktown,  and 
store  ship  Relief,  were  at  Callao  on  the  2d  May. 

The  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis,  capt.  F.  Forrest,  arrived 
at  Sandwich  Islands  on  the  6th  April,  and  proceeded 
shortly  after  to  visit  St.  Francisco,  Menterey,  and 
Mazatlan,  at  which  latter  port  she  arrived  on  the  8th 
June.  The  St.  Louis  took  from  the  Marquessas  is- 
lands a number  of  runaway  seamen  who  had  been 
encouraging  the  natives  in  their  savage  warfare  and 
exercising  ademoralizing  influence  over  them. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  Capt.  Wilkes,  and  the 
brig  Porpoise  sailed  from  Sandwich  Islands  on  the 
5th  April  for  Columbia  river. 

The  brig  Consort  has  left  New  York,  on  a survey- 
ing cruise. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Cyane,  Com.  Armstrong,  says  the 
Norfolk  Phenix,  dropped  down  from  the  yard,  to  tW 
naval  anchorage,  off  Town  Point,  yesterday  morning. 
She  is  destined  for  the  Brazil  station. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  appointed  Dr.  Wm. 
P.  C.  Barton,  of  the  navy,  to  fill  the  now  vacant  sta- 
tion of  attending  surgeon  of  the  United  States  naval 
asylum,  on  the  Schuylkill. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

We  are  yet  without  official  returns  of  the  elections 
in  either  of  the  states  that  held  elections  last  month. 
The  general  results  as  heretofore  given  are  confirmed. 

On  Tuesday  next  the  annual  election  takes  place 
in  Vermont,  and  on  the  Monday  following  that  of 
Maine  occurs. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Universal  Suffrage.  We  learn  by  the  Provi- 
dence Journal  that  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Suffrage  association,  have  issued  a 
call  for  a convention  to  frame  a state  constitution, 
for  delegates  to  be  elected  from  the  several  towns, 
in  proportion  to  their  population,  and  to  meet  in 
Providence  early  in  October.  The  entire  mail  po- 
pulation, legally  resident  of  the  state,  and  of  lawful 
age,  are  invited  to  vote  for  the  delegates.  We  learn 
that  it  is  the  intention  to  present  the  constitution 
thus  framed,  to  the  general  assembly  at  the  October 
session,  and  to  petition  for  its  adoption  as  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  state. 

VIRGINIA. 

Copper  Ore.  The  Wheeling  Gazette  says  that 
large  quantities  of  copper  ore  have  been  discoved  in 
that  vicinity.  The  ore  was  submitted  to  Professor 
Smith  and  Dr.  Blake,  (dentist),  who  analized  it,  and 
produced  pure  copper.  The  basis  of  the  ore  appear- 
ed to  be  carbonate  of  lime. 


ARKANSAS. 

Terrible  Application  of  Lynch  Law.  The  N. 
Orleans  Picayune  contains  the  particulars  of  a whole 
sale  exercise  of  Lynch  law  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

It  seems  that  Phillips  county  of  that  state,  and  the 
county  of  Cloohoma,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
have  been  the  harbor  of  an  extensive  band  of  coun- 
terfeiters. The  citizens,  enraged  at  this  system  of 
things,  resolved  to  rid  themselves  of  them,  by  any  and 
every  means  placed  within  their  power.  They  ac- 
cordingly proceeded,  about  100  in  number,  in  pursuit, 
headed  by  a captain  Barney  Bedford,  all  well  armed. 
The  following  stratagem  was  then  resorted  to,  for 
their  apprehension.  The  volunteers  engaged  a trad- 
ing boat  at  Helena,  and  hid  about  50  men  in  the  store 
room;  they  then  descended  the  river,  landing  at  every 
place  were  they  expected  to  fall  in  with  the  counter- 
feiters. These  depraved  men  came  on  board  to  pur- 
chase produce,  with  the  intention  of  paying  for  it  in 
counterfeit  money.  They  were  thus  taken  and  se- 
cured in  the  boat.  When  the  number  had  increased 
to  27  men,  they  were  tied  hands  and  feet,  and,  as  the 
report  says,  drowned  in  the  Mississippi,  near  Island 
No.  69,  in  the  presence  of  two  men,  Harrod  and  Bur- 
gess, who,  it  appears,  officiated,  or  at  least  took  an 
active  part  in  the  execution  of  the  sentence. 

The  Picayune  states,  that  when  their  informant 
left,  the  volunteers  were  still  in  pursuit  of  others,  the 
main  one  of  whom  they  wished  to  secure,  was  a man 
named  Merian  Wright.  Among  the  list  of  victims, 
the  following  names  have  been  obtained,  viz:  Hugh 
Talley,  Lewis  Kingston,  Andrew  McLaughlin,  Willis 
Pollock,  Hugh  Cotten,  Elliot  and  Robert  Hunter,  the 
latter  lately  from  New  York,  Joe  Merritt  and  Mc- 
Cormick. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  contain  further  particulars, 
giving  a still  darker  hue  to  this  bloody  outrage.  The 
number  either  drowned  or  shot  was  from  50  to  75; 
after  which  the  executioners  proceeded  up  and  down 
the  river,  burning  the  houses  lately  occupied  by  the 
victims  of  their  vengeance,  and  ordering  their  fami- 
lies to  leave  their  homes  forever. 

INDIANA. 

Election.  According  to  Chapman’s  State  Centi- 
nel  of  the  24th  ult.  the 

Senate  stands,  whigs  28  democrats,  21 

House  stands,  whigs  46  democrats,  54 
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and  there  is  a vacancy  in  the  senate  in  Marion  coun- 
ty, for  which  an  election  is  to  be  held  Sept.  18.  If  a 
whig  is  elected,  as  is  probable,  parlies  will  be  ba- 
lanced on  joint  ballot. 

ILLINOIS. 

.-'More  Lynching.  We  learn  from  the  Peoria  (111  ) 
Register,  that  a few  weeks  since,  a young  man  named 
George  Fisher,  of  Henderson  county,  was  taken  out  of 
bed  at  night  by  a band  of  ruffians,  one  half  of  his 
head  shaved,  his  body  tarred  and  feathered,  and  then, 
with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  put  into  a canoe,  and 
set  adrift  in  the  Mississippi  river,  with  a threat  that 
they  would  kill  him  if  he  came  ashore.  After  float- 
ing a few  miles,  Fisher  contrived  to  free  his  hands 
and  reach  the  shore.  He  immediately  returned  home, 
and  caused  some  of  the  ruffians  to  be  apprehended, 
who,  after  due  examination,  were  bound  over  to  ap- 
pear at  the  next  court — two  of  them  in  bonds  of 
$1,200  each,  the  others  from  $400  to  $800  each.  The 
remaining  four  ruffians  made  their  escape  to  the  Iowa 
side  of  the  river,  and  there  succeeded  in  rallying  a 
mob,  who  came  over  in  a ferry  boat  and  recaptured 
Fisher.  This  was  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon. 
Fisher  was  taken  some  seventy  yards  from  the  road, 
tied  with  a chain  and  rope,  and  a guard  of  two  men 
armed  with  knives  and  pistols,  placed  over  him,  who 
told  him  that  if  he  hallooed,  instant  death  was  his 
portion.  Here  he  remained  till  dark,  when  he  was 
taken  to  the  second  island  above  Bloomington,  and 
flogged  by  four  men  until  back,  legs  and  arms  were 
cut  into  welts.  He  was  then  presented  with  a lie-bill 
to  sign;  refusing  to  do  which,  he  was  again  put  into 
a canoe,  in  which  was  a large  stone,  and  set  afloat. 
He,  however,  effected  a landing  a few  miles  below 
Burlington. 

Canal — State  Debt.  We  copied  an  article  from 
the  Ottawa  paper,  says  the  Springfield  Journal,  stat- 
ing that  the  governor  had  agreed  to  appropriate  seven- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars  in  bonds  for  canal  pur- 
poses. We  have  understood  that  the  governor  had 
only  agreed  to  issue  $150,000  in  bonds,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  already  due  to  contractors. 

The  $1,700,000  of  bonds,  if  issued,  will  increase 
our  state  debt  to  near  $16,000,000. 

It  is  said,  on  the  supposition  that  the  governor 
has  determined  to  issue  this  amount  (1,700,000)  of 


bonds,  that  the  legislature  will  not  be  convened  the 
coming  winter. 

MISSOURI. 

Appointment.  The  governor  of  Missouri  has  ap- 
pointed Judge  Scott,  recently  judge  of  the  circuit 
which  includes  Jefferson  city,  to  the  bench  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  this  state. 

FLORIDA. 

Since  Col.  Worth  has  been  in  command,  nearly  300 
Indians  have  either  come  in  and  surrendered  or  been 
captured.  The  haunts  to  which  they  resorted  north  of  a 
line  drawn  from  Pilatki  to  the  mouth  ofWithlacooche, 
have  been  broken  up,  and  the  war  is  now  removed 
south  of  the  Oclawaha.  It  instated  that  Tiger  Tail 
was  to  meet  Col.  Worth  on  the  25tli  ultimo,  at  An- 
nutteeliga  to  negotiate  a surrender.  A letter  dated 
the  21st  August  says — A few  days  since  Capt.  Alex- 
ander, of  the  6th  infantry,  scouting  on  the  Homosassa, 
came  across  a corn  field  of  Tiger  Tail,  which  he  de- 
stroyed, and  which  an  Indian  guide  informed  him  was 
the  last  field  Tiger  Tail  had  left.  Hallech  Tuste- 
nuggee  has  been  so  roughly  handled  that  he  now 
takes  refuge  upon  Spring  Garden  Island  in  Lake  St. 
John’s  with  about  19  warriors  and  fifty  or  sixty 
women  and  children.  An  expedition  was  to  start  in 
search  of  him  on  the  26th  ultimo.  The  Charleston 
Patriot  publishes  a letter  dated  St.  Augustine,  Aug. 
23,  which  states  that  25  of  Aleck  Tustenuggee’s  war- 
riors had  gone  into  Tampa,  and  that  the  whole  band 
was  about  giving  up.  Lieutenant  Anderson  had  cap- 
tured six  squaws  and  three  children  near  Volusia. 

The  steamer  William  Gaston  was  to  leave  on  the 
24th  for  Fort  Pierce,  with  horses.  A party  of  50 
mounted  men  was  to  leave  that  post  immediately  on 
the  arrival  of  the  boat,  on  an  excursion  to  co-operate 
with  the  movements  now  going  on. 

Despatches  have  been  received  at  the  war  depart- 
ment from  Colonel  Worth,  up  to  the  18th  instant. — 
They  furnish  gratifying  evidence  of  the  continued  ac- 
tivity of  the  troops  in  exploring  the  hiding  places  of  I 
the  enemy,  and  in  promptly  pursuing  predatory  par- 
ties among  the  settlements. 

The  sections  of  the  country  lying  in  the  Horwasassa 
and  Waccasassa  rivers  have  been  explored  by  land 
and  water;  in  the  former,  forty  acres  of  Indian  culti- 
vation were  discovered  and  destroyed. 

The  neighborhood  of  the  Timolca  and  Halifax  ri- 
vers has  also  been  minutely  examined,  but  without 
meeting  with  any  indications  of  the  enemy.  The 
expedition  into  the  Everglades  had  not  been  heard 
from.  Along  the  line  of  the  settlements  and  in  Mid- 
dle Florida  the  troops  are  kept  constantly  in  motion. 
Much  of  the  country,  nearly  impracticable  at  the 
best  season,  is  now  rendered  doubly  so  by  unusual  in- 
undation, owing  to  continued  rains.  The  zeal  of  of- 
ficers and  men,  and  their  perseverance  in  scouting, 
under  such  complicated  difficulties,  deserves  all  praise. 

The  colonel  commanding  reports  the  coming  in  of 
ten  Indians  since  the  report  of  the  8th  of  August,  and 
the  capture,  by  Lieut.  Col.  Riley,  of  a sub-chief  of 
Halleck  Tustenuggee’s  band;  from  the  possession  of 
whom  he  expects  material  assistance  in  the  further- 
ance of  his  plans. 

Tallahassee,  Aug.  21.  Mare  Indian  Depredations. 
We  learn  that  on  Saturday  last,  as  a party  of  six  men 
were  on  a deer  hunt  in  Gadsden  county,  they  started 
an  Indian  whom  they  pursued  until  one  of  them,  Mr. 
Gilchrist,  (who  had  a horse),  coming  up  near  him, 
the  Indian  secreted  himself  in  the  hammock  and  shot 
him  through  the  shoulder,  but  not  mortally,  when 
Mr.  G.  shot  the  Indian  dead,  at  the  same  time  disco- 
vering a small  party  about  40  rods  distant,  in  the  act 
of  gathering  honey  from  a bee  tree.  At  that  mo- 
ment two  more  of  the  hunters  arrived,  who  killeil  two 
more  Indians  and  wounded  the  fourth  so  that  he  fell, 
but  made  his  escape.  The  Indians,  of  course,  took 
to  the  hammock.  With  shame  did  we  hear,  that  three 
of  the  six  hunters  run  with  fright  on  the  announce- 
ment of  Indians. 

We  also  learn  that  on  Tuesday  night  a party  of  7 
Indians  came  down  the  Augustine  road,  passed 
Blocker’s  Cross  Roads  to  the  house  adjoining  Tom 
Peters  Chairs  mill,  and  finding  it  well  picketed  in, 
kept  on  to  the  miller’s  house,  where  they  lay  in  wait 
until  the  miller  rose  to  go  to  his  mill,  when  they  shot 
him  down,  wounding  him  in  four  or  five  places 
(though  we  are  glad  to  hear  not  mortally),  and  sup- 
posing him  dead,  plundered  his  house  and  set  fire  to 
it,  then  proceeded  to  the  mill,  loaded  themselves  with 
meal,  &.C.  burned  that  also,  and  then  took  up  their 
line  of  march  for  the  hammock,  during  which  they 
met  a man  on  horseback,  whom  they  shot  at  and 
wounded,  when  his  horse  took  fright,  turned  and  made 
for  home,  but  while  within  gunshot  they  wounded 
the  man  the  second  time,  also  the  horse,  so  that  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  that  his  horse,  with  himself,  es- 
caped their  sharp  shooting,  as  he  was  pursued  for 
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nearly  half  a mile.  The  ruffians  were  pursued,  hut 
nothing  has  yet  been  heard  of  them.  [Floridian. 

IOWA. 

Election.  A.  C.  Dodge  has  been  re-elected  de- 
legate to  congress  from  the  territory  of  Iowa,  by 
an  unascertained  (but  not  large)  majority,  over 
Mr.  Rich,  his  whig  opponent. 


BANKRUPT  LAW. 


A BILL 

TO  ESTABLISH  A UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY 
THROUGHOUT  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Bankruptcy  authorised — Exceptions — Initiatory  proceed- 
ings on  application  for — Cases  in  which  creditors  may 
demand  bankruptcy — Jury  trial  granted  thereon. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
there  be,  and  hereby  is,  established,  throughout  the 
United  States,  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  as 
' follows:  All  persons  whatsoever,  residing  in  any  state, 
district  or  territory  of  the  United  States,  owing  debts, 
who  shall,  by  petition,  setting  forth  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a list  of  his  or  their  creditors, 
their  respective  places  of  residence,  and  the  amount 
due  to  each,  together  with  an  accurate  inventory  of  his 
or  their  property,  rights  and  credits,  of  every  name, 
kind  and  description,  and  the  location  and  situation 
of  each  and  every  parcel  and  portion  thereof,  verified 
by  oath,  or,  if  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking 
an  oath,  by  solemn  affirmation,  apply  to  the  proper 
1 court,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  benefit  of  this 
act,  and  therein  declare  themselves  to  be  unable  to 
meet  their  debts  and  engagements,  shall  be  deemed 
bankrupts  within  the  perview  of  this  act,  and  may  be 
so  declared  accordingly  by  a decree  of  such  court; 
all  persons,  being  merchants,  or  using  the  trade  of 
merchandise,  all  retailers  of  merchandise,  and  all 
bankers,  factors,  brokers,  underwriters  or  marine  in- 
surers, owing  debts  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than  two 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  liable  to  become  bankrupts 
within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and 
may,  upon  the  petition  of  one  or  more  of  their  cre- 
j ditors,  to  whom  they  owe  debts  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  ap- 
propriate court,  be  so  declared  accordingly,  in  the 
following  cases,  to  wit:  whenever  such  person,  be- 
ing a merchant  or  actually  using  the  trade  of  mer- 
chandise, or  being  a retailer  of  merchandise,  or  being 
i a banker,  factor,  broker,  underwriter  or  marine  in- 
surer, shall  depart  from  the  state,  district  or  territo- 
ry, of  which  he  is  an  inhabitant,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud his  creditors;  or  shall  willingly  or  fraudulently 
; procure  himself  to  be  arrested,  or  his  goods  and  chat- 
ties, lands  or  tenements,  to  be  attached,  distrained, 
sequestered  or  taken  in  execution,  or  shall  remove 
his  goods,  chatties  and  effects,  or  conceal  them  to 
prevent  their  being  levied  upon,  or  taken  in  execu- 
tion, or  by  other  process;  or  make  any  fraudulent 
conveyance,  assignment,  sale,  gift  or  other  transfer 
of  his  lands,  tenements  goods  or  chatties,  credits  or 
evidences  of  debt:  Provided,  hmoever,  That  any  person 
so  declared  a bankrupt,  at  the  instance  of  a creditor, 
may,  at  his  election,  by  petition  to  such  court  within 
ten  days  after  its  decree,  be  entitled  to  a trial  by  jury 
before  such  court,  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  such  bank- 
ruptcy; or  if  such  person  shall  reside  at  a great  dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  holding  such  court,  the  said 
judge,  in  his  discretion,  may  direct  such  trial  by  jury 
to  be  had  in  the  county  of  such  person’s  residence, 
in  such  manner,  and  under  such  directions,  as  the  said 
court  may  prescribe  and  give;  and  all  such  decrees 
assed  by  such  court,  and  not  so  re-examined,  shall 
e deemed  final  and  conclusive  as  to  the  subject-mat- 
ter thereof. 

Future  preferences  void — Discharge  in  such  case  forbid — 
Limit  and  proviso — Cases  of  preferences  since  1st  Janio- 
ary  last,  provided  for — Married  women,  and  mincers 
sights  preserved. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  future 
payments,  securities,  conveyances  or  transfers  of  pro- 
perty, or  agreements  made  or  given  by  any  bankrupt 
in  contemplation  of  bankruptcy,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  any  creditor,  endorser,  surety,  or  other  per- 
son any  preference  or  priority  over  the  general  cre- 
ditors of  such  bankrupt;  and  all  other  payments,  se- 
curities, conveyances  or  transfers  of  property,  or 
agreements  made  or  given  by  such  bankrupt  in  con- 
templation of  bankruptcy,  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatever,  not  being  a bona  fide  creditor  or  purchaser, 
for  a valuable  consideration,  without  notice,  shall  be 
deemed  utterly  void  and  a fraud  upon  this  act;  and 
the  assignee  under  the  bankruptcy  shall  be  entitled 
to  claim,  sue  for,  recover  and  receive  the  same  as 
part  of  the  assets  of  the  bankruptcy;  and  the  person 
making  such  unlawful  preferences  and  payments  shall 


receive  no  discharge  under  the  provisions  of  this  act: 
Provided,  That  all  dealings  and  transactions  by  and 
with  any  bankrupt,  bona  fide  made  and  entered  into 
more  than  two  months  before  the  petition  filed  against 
him,  or  by  him,  shall  not  be  invalidated  or  affected  by 
this  act:  Provided,  That  the  other  party  to  any  such 
dealings  or  transactions  had  no  notice  of  a prior  act 
of  bankruptcy,  or  of  the  intention  of  the  bankrupt  to 
take  the  benefit  of  this  act.  And  in  case  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  court,  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  bankruptcy,  that  the  bankrupt,  his  appli- 
cation being  voluntary,  has,  subsequent  to  the  first 
day  of  January  last,  or  at  any  other  time,  in  contem- 
plation of  the  passage  of  a bankrupt  law,  by  assign- 
ments or  otherwise,  given  or  secured  any  preference 
to  one  creditor  over  another,  he  shall  not  receive  a 
discharge  unless  the  same  be  assented  to  by  a majori- 
ty in  interest  of  those  of  his  creditors  who  have  not 
been  so  preferred:  And  provided  also,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  annul,  de- 
stroy, or  impair  any  lawful  rights  of  married  women 
or  minors,  or  any  liens,  mortgages  or  other  securities 
on  property,  real  or  personal,  which  may  be  valid  by 
the  laws  of  the  states  respectively,  and  which  are  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  second  and 
fifth  sections  of  this  act. 

Decree  of  bankruptcy  divests  the  bankrupt  and  invests  his 
assignee  with  his  ichole  property — Certain  articles  ex- 
cepted. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  pro- 
perty and  rights  of  property,  of  every  name  and  na- 
ture, and  whether  real,  personal  or  mixed,  of  every 
bankrupt,  except  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  who 
shall  by  a decree  of  the  proper  court  be  declared  to 
be  a bankrupt  within  this  act,  shall,  by  mere  opera- 
tion of  law,  ipso  facto,  from  the  time  of  such  decree, 
be  deemed  to  be  divested  out  of  such  bankrupt,  with- 
out any  other  act,  assignment  or  other  conveyance 
whatsoever;  and  the  same  shall  be  vested,  by  force 
of  the  same  decree,  in  such  assignee  as  from  time  to 
time  shall  be  appointed  by  the  proper  court  for  this 
purpose;  which  power  of  appointment  and  removal 
such  court  may  exercise  at  its  discretion,  toties  quo- 
ties;  and  the  assignee  so  appointed  shall  be  vested 
with  all  the  rights,  titles,  powers  and  authorities  to 
sell,  manage  and  dispose  of  the  same,  and  to  sue 
for  and  defend  the  same,  subject  to  the  orders  and 
directions  of  such  court,  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  the  same  were  vested  in,  or  might  be 
exercised  by,  such  bankrupt  before  or  at  the  time  of 
his  bankruptcy  declared  as  aforesaid;  and  all  suits  in 
law  or  in  equity,  then  pending,  in  which  such  bank- 
rupt is  a party,  may  be  prosecuted  and  defended  by 
such  assignee  to  their  final  conclusion,  in  the  same 
way,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  they  might  have 
been  by  such  bankrupt;  and  no  suit  commenced  by 
or  against  any  assignee  shall  be  abated  by  his  death 
or  removal  from  office,  but  the  same  may  be  prose- 
cuted or  defended  by  his  successor  in  the  same  office; 
Provided,  however.  That  there  shall  be  excepted  from 
the  operation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  the  ne- 
cessary household  and  kitchen  furniture,  and  such 
other  articles  and  necessaries  of  such  bankrupt  as  the 
said  assignee  shall  designate  and  set  apart,  having 
reference  in  the  amount  to  the  family,  condition  and 
circumstances  of  the  bankrupt  but  altogether  not  to 
exceed  in  value,  in  any  case,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars;  and  also,  the  wearing  apparel  of  such 
bankrupt,  and  that  of  his  wife  and  children;  and  the 
determination  of  the  assignee  in  the  matter  shall,  on 
exception  taken,  be  subject  to  the  final  decision  of 
said  court. 

Discharge  may  be  granted  by  court,  except  creditors  dis- 
sent— Final  notice  to  creditors  required — Right  to  dis- 
charge forfeited  by  fraud,  Sfc. — Limitation  of  discharge 
— Case  of  perjury — Effect  of  discharge — In  case  credi- 
tors dissent,  or  court  refuse  to  discharge — Jury  trial 
granted,  or  appeal  to  circuit  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  bank- 
rupt who  shall  bona  fide  surrender  all  his  property 
and  rights  of  property,  with  the  exception  before 
mentioned,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  and  shall 
fully  comply  with  and  obey  all  the  orders  and  direc- 
tions which  may  from  time  to  time  be  passed  by  the 
proper  court,  and  shall  otherwise  conform  to  all  the 
other  requisitions  of  this  act,  shall  (unless  a majority 
in  number  and  value  of  his  creditors,  who  have  proved 
their  debts,  shall  file  their  written  dissent  thereto) 
be  entitled  to  a full  discharge  from  all  his  debts,  to 
be  decreed  and  allowed  by  the  court  which  has  de- 
clared him  a bankrupt,  and  a certificate  thereof 
granted  to  him  by  such  court  accordingly,  upon  his 
petition  filed  for  such  purpose;  such  discharge  and 
certificate  not,  however,  to  be  granted  until  after 
ninety  days  from  the  decree  of  bankruptcy,  nor  until 
after  seventy  days’  notice  in  some  public  newspaper, 
designated  by  such  court,  to  all  creditors  who  have 


proved  their  debts,  and  other  persons  in  interest,  to 
appear  at  a particular  time  and  place,  to  show  cause 
why  such  discharge  and  certificate  shall  not  be  grant- 
ed; at  which  time  and  place  any  such  creditors,  or 
other  persons  in  interest,  may  appear  and  contest  the 
right  of  the  bankrupt  thereto:  Provided,  That  in  cases 
where  the  residence  of  the  creditor  is  known,  a ser- 
vice on  him  personally,  or  by  letter  addressed  to  him 
at  his  known  usual  place  of  residence,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  court,  as  in  their  discretion  shall  seem 
proper,  having  regard  to  the  distance  at  which  the 
creditor  resides  from  such  court.  And  if  any  such 
bankrupt  shall  be  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  wilful  con- 
cealment of  his  property  or  rights  of  property,  or 
shall  have  preferred  any  of  his  creditors  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  shall  wilfully  omit  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  any  orders  or  directions  of 
such  court,  or  to  conform  to  any  other  requisites  of 
this  act,  or  shall,  in  the  proceedings  under  this  act, 
admit  a false  or  fictitious  debt  against  his  estate,  he 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  such  discharge  or  certifi- 
cate; nor  shall  any  person,  being  a merchant,  banker, 
factor,  broker,  underwriter  or  marine  insurer,  be  en- 
titled to  any  such  discharge  or  certificate,  who  shall 
become  bankrupt,  and  who  shall  not  have  kept  pro- 
per books  of  account,  after  the  passing  of  this  act; 
nor  any  person  who,  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall  apply  trust  funds  to  his  own  use:  Provided,  That 
no  discharge  of  any  bankrupt  under  this  act  shall  re- 
lease or  discharge  any  person  who  may  be  liable  for 
the  same  debt  as  a partner,  joint  contractor,  endorser, 
surety  or  otherwise,  for  or  with  the  bankrupt.  And 
such  bankrupt  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  exami- 
nation, orally  or  upon  written  interrogatories,  in  and 
before  such  court,  or  any  commission  appointed  by 
the  court  therefor,  on  oath,  or,  if  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath,  upon  his  solemn  affir- 
mation, in  all  matters  relating  to  such  bankruptcy, 
and  his  acts  and  doings,  and  his  property  and  rights 
of  property,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  such  court, 
are  necessary  and  proper  for  the  purposes  of  justice; 
and  if  in  any  such  examination  he  shall  wilfully  and 
corruptly  answer  or  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  he  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and  shall  be  punishable 
therefor  in  like  manner  as  the  crime  of  perjury  is 
now  punishable  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
such  discharge  and  certificate,  when  duly  granted, 
shall,  in  all  courts  of  justice,  be  deemed  a full  and 
complete  discharge  of  all  debts,  contracts  and  other 
engagements  of  such  bankrupt,  which  are  proveable 
under  this  act,  and  shall  be  and  may  be  pleaded  as  a 
full  and  complete  bar  to  all  suits  brought  in  any  court 
of  judicature  whatever,  and  the  same  shall  be  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  itself  in  favor  of  such  bankrupt,  un- 
less the  same  shall  be  impeached  for  some  fraud  or 
wilful  concealment  by  him  of  his  property  or  rights 
of  property,  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  on  prior  reasonable  notice  specifying  in 
writing  such  fraud  or  concealment;  and  if,  in  any 
case  of  bankruptcy,  a majority  in  number  and  value, 
of  the  creditors,  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts 
at  the  time  of  hearing  of  the  petition  of  the  bankrupt 
for  a discharge  as  herein  before  provided,  shall  at 
such  hearing  file  their  written  dissent  to  the  allow- 
ance of  a discharge  and  certificate  to  such  bankrupt, 
or  if,  upon  such  hearing,  a discharge  shall  not  be  de- 
creed to  him,  the  bankrupt  may  demand  a trial  by 
jury  upon  a proper  issue  to  be  directed  by  the  court, 
at  such  time  and  place  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
court  may  order;  or  he  may  appeal  from  that  deci- 
sion, at  any  time  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  the 
circuit  court  next  to  be  held  for  the  same  district,  by 
simply  entering  in  the  district  court,  or  with  the 
clerk  thereof,  upon  record,  his  prayer  for  an  appeal. 
The  appeal  shall  be  tried  at  the  first  term  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  after  it  be  taken,  unless,  for  sufficient  rea- 
son, a continuance  be  granted;  and  it  may  be  heard 
and  determined  by  said  court  summarily,  or  by  a 
jury,  at  the  option  of  a bankrupt;  and  the  creditors 
may  anpear  and  object  against  a decree  of  discharge 
and  the  allowance  of  the  certificate,  as  hereinbefore 
provided.  And  if,  upon  a full  hearing  of  the  parties, 
it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  or  the 
jury  shall  find,  that  the  bankrupt  has  made  a full 
disclosure  and  surrender  of  all  his  estate,  as  by  this 
act  required,  and  has  in  all  things  conformed  to  the 
directions  thereof,  the  court  shall  make  a decree  of 
discharge,  and  grant  a certificate,  as  provided  in  this 
act. 

Bankrupt's  property— Distribution  directed—  Contingent 
debts  provided  for— Right  of  action  waived^-  Case  of 
mutual  debt— Power  to  disallow  claims— Proof  of  debt 
to  coiyorations — •Appointment  oj  commissioners. 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  it  further  enacted , That  all  creditors 
coming  in  and  proving  their  debts  under  such  bank- 
ruptcy, in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  the 
same  being  bona  fide  debts,  shall  be  entitled  to  shaie 
in  the  bankrupt’s  property  and  effects,  pro  rata,  with- 
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out  any  priority  or  preference  whatsoever,  except 
only  for  debts  due  by  such  bankrupt  to  the  United 
States,  and  for  all  debts  due  by  him  to  persons  who 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  have  a preference, 
in  consequence  of  having  paid  moneys  as  his  sureties, 
Which  shall  be  first  paid  out  of  the  assets;  and  any 
person  who  shall  have  performed  any  labor  as  an 
operative  in  the  service  of  any  bankrupt  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  full  amount  of  the  wages  due  to 
him  for  such  labor,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars: 
Provided,  That  such  labor  shall  have  been  performed 
within  six  months  next  before  the  bankruptcy  of  his 
employer;  and  all  creditors  whose  debts  are  not  due 
and  payable  until  a future  day,  all  annuitants, holders 
of  bottomry  and  respondentia  bond3,  holders  of  poli- 
cies of  insurances,  sureties,  endorsers,  bail  or  other 
persons,  having  uncertain  or  contingent  demands 
against  such  bankrupt,  shall  be  permitted  to  come  in 
and  prove  such  debts  or  claims  under  this  act,  and 
shall  have  a right,  when  their  debts  and  claims  be- 
come absolute,  to  have  the  same  allowed  them;  and 
such  annuitants  and  holders  of  debts  payable  in  fu- 
ture may  have  the  present  value  thereof  ascertained, 
under  the  direction  of  such  court,  and  allowed  them 
accordingly  as  debts  in  presenti;  and  no  creditor  or 
other  person,  coming  in  and  proving  his  debt  or  other 
claim,  shall  be  allowed  to  maintain  in  any  suit  at  law 
or  in  equity  therefor,  but  shall  be  deemed  thereby  to 
have  waived  all  right  of  action  and  suit  against  such 
bankrupt;  and  all  proceedings  already  commenced, 
and  all  unsatisfied  judgments  already  obtained  thereon 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  surrendered  thereby;  and  in  all 
cases  where  there  are  mutual  debts  or  mutual  credits 
between  the  parties,  the  balance  only  shall  be  deemed 
the  true  debtor  claim  between  them,  and  the  residue 
shall  be  deemed  adjusted  by  the  set-off;  all  such  proof 
of  debts  shall  be  made  before  the  court  decreeing  the 
bankruptcy,  or  before  some  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  court  forthat  purpose;  butsuch  court  shall  have 
full  power  to  set  aside  and  disallow  any  debt,  upon 
proof  that  such  debt  is  founded  in  fraud,  imposition, 
illegality  or  mistake;  and  corporations  to  whom  any 
debts  are  due  may  make  proof  thereof  by  their  presi- 
dent, cashier,  treasurer  or  other  officer,  who  may  be 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  in  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  receive  proof  of  debts,  and  per- 
form other  duties,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  said  court  shall  appoint  such  persons  as  have 
their  residence  in  the  county  in  which  the  bankrupt 
lives. 

Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  district  court  over  all 
cases  of  bankruptcy — Rules  of  proceeding — Fees. 

Sec.  6.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  district 
court  in  every  district  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all 
matters  and  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  arising  under 
this  act  and  any  other  act  which  my  hereafter  be 
passed  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy;  the  said  juris- 
diction to  be  exercised  summarily,  in  the  nature  of 
summary  proceedings  in  equity;  and  for  this  purpose 
the  said  district  court  shall  be  deemed  always  open. 
And  the  district  judge  may  adjourn  any  point  or 
question  arising  in  any  case  in  bankruptcy  into  the 
circuit  court  for  the  district,  in  his  discretion,  to  be 
there  heard  and  determined;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
circuit  court  of  such  district  shall  also  be  deemed  al- 
ways open.  And  the  jurisdiction  hereby  conferred 
on  the  district  court  shall  extend  to  all  cases  and  con- 
troversies in  bankruptcy  arising  between  the  bank- 
rupt and  any  creditor  or  creditors  who  shall  claim 
any  debt  or  demand  under  the  bankruptcy;  to  all 
cases  and  controversies  between  such  creditor  or 
creditors  and  the  assignee  of  the  estate,  whether  in 
office  or  removed;  to  all  cases  and  controversies  be- 
tween such  assignee  and  the  bankrupt,  and  to  all 
acts,  matters  and  things  to  be  done  under  and  in  vir- 
tue of  the  bankruptcy,  until  the  final  distribution  and 
settlement  of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt  and  the  close 
of  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy.  And  the  said  court 
shall  have  full  authority  and  jurisdiction  to  compel 
obedience  to  all  orders  and  decrees  passed  by  them 
in  bankruptcy,  by  process  of  contempt  and  other  re- 
medial process,  to  the  same  extent  the  circuit  courts 
may  now  do  in  any  suit  pending  therein  in  equity. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  court  in  each 
district,  from  time  to  time,  to  prescribe  suitable  rules 
and  regulations  and  forms  of  proceedings  in  all  mat- 
ters of  bankruptcy;  which  rules,  regulations  and 
forms  shall  be  subject  to  be  altered,  added  to,  revis- 
ed or  annulled,  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  same  dis- 
trict, and  other  rules,  and  regulations,  and  forms  sub- 
stituted therefor;  and  in  all  such  rules,  regulations 
and  forms,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  courts  to 
make  them  as  simple  and  brief  as  practicable,  to  the 
end  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  expenses,  and  to  facili- 
tate the  use  thereof  by  the  public  at  large.  And  the 
said  courts  shall,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe  a ta- 
riff or  table  of  fees  and  charges,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
officers  of  the  court  or  other  persons  for  services 
under  this  act,  or  any  other  on  the  subject  of  bank- 


ruptcy; which  fees  shall  be  as  low  as  practicable, 
with  reference  to  the  nature  and  character  of  such 
services. 

Proceedings  must  be  in  the  district  where  the  bankrupt 
resides — Notice  to  creditors  to  show  cause — Evidence 
tinder  oath — Proof  of  debt — Trial  awarded  in  case  of 
dispute — Case  of  perjury  punishable. 

Sec.  7.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  petitions 
by  any  bankrupt  for  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and  all 
petitions  by  a creditor  against  any  bankrupt  under 
this  act,  and  all  proceedings  in  the  case  to  the  close 
thereof,  shall  be  had  in  the  district  court  within  and 
for  the  district  in  which  the  person  supposed  to  be 
a bankrupt  shall  reside,  or  have  his  place  of  busi- 
ness at  the  time  when  such  petition  is  filed,  except 
where  otherwise  provided  in  this  act.  And  upon 
every  such  petition,  notice  thereof  shall  be  published 
in  or  more  public  newspapers  printed  in  such  dis- 
trict, to  be  designated  in  such  court,  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  hearing  thereof;  and  all  persons  in- 
terested may  appear  at  the  time  and  place  where  the 
hearing  is  thus  to  be  had,  and  show  cause,  if  any 
they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioner 
should  not  be  granted;  all  evidence  by  witnesses  to  be 
used  in  all  hearings  before  such  court  shall  be  under 
oath,  or  solemn  affirmation  when  the  party  is  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath,  and  may 
be  oral  or  by  deposition,  taken  before  such  court,  or 
before  any  commissioner  appointed  by  such  court, 
or  before  any  disinterested  state  judge  of  the  state  in 
which  the  deposition  is  taken;  and  ail  proofs  of  debts 
or  other  claims,  by  creditors  entitled  to  prove  the 
same  by  this  act,  shall  be  under  oath  or  solemn  af- 
firmation as  aforesaid,  before  such  court  or  commis- 
sioner appointed  thereby,  or  before  some  disinterested 
state  judge  of  the  state  where  the  creditors  live,  in 
such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  re- 
gulations herein  before  authorised  to  be  made  and 
established  by  the  courts  having  jurisdiction  in  bank- 
ruptcy. But  all  such  proofs  of  debts  and  other 
claims  shall  be  open  to  contestation  in  tlig  proper 
court  having  jurisdiction  over  the  proceedings  in  the 
particular  case  in  bankruptcy;  and  as  well  the  as- 
signee as  the  creditor  shall  have  a right  to  a trial  by 
jury,  upon  an  issue  to  be  directed  by  such  court,  to 
ascertain  the  validity  and  amount  of  such  debts  or 
other  claims;  and  the  result  therein,  unless  a new 
trial  shall  be  granted,  if  in  favor  of  the  claims,  shall 
be  evidence  of  the  validity  and  amount  of  such 
debts  and  other  claims.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  falsely  and  corruptly  answer,  swear 
or  affirm,  in  any  hearing  or  on  trial  of  any 
matter,  or  in  any  proceeding  in  such  court  in  bank- 
ruptcy, or  before  any  commissioner,  he  or  they  shall 
be* deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and  punishable  there- 
for in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  provided  by  law 
for  other  cases. 

Jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  in  cases  against  the  assignee 
of  a bankrupt — Limitation  against  such  suit. 

Sec.  8.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  circuit 
court  within  and  for  the  district  where  the  decree 
of  bankruptcy  is  passed,  shall  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction with  the  district  court  of  the  same  district 
of  all  suits  at  law  and  in  equity  which  may  and  shall 
be  brought  by  any  assignee  of  the  bankrupt  against 
any  person  or  persons  claiming  an  adverse  interest, 
or  by  such  person  against  such  assignee,  touching 
any  property  or  rights  of  property  of  said  bankrupt 
transferable  to,  or  vested  in,  such  assignee,  and  no 
suit  at  law  or  in  equity  shall,  in  any  case,  be  main- 
tainable by  or  against  such  assignee,  or  by  or  against 
any  person  claiming  an  adverse  interest,  touching 
the  property  and  rights  of  property  aforesaid,  in 
any  court  whatsoever,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
brought  within  two  years  after  the  declaration  and 
decree  of  bankruptcy,  or  after  the  cause  of  suit  shall 
first  have  accrued. 

Sales  of  property — Disposition  of  proceeds — Bonds  re- 
quired of  assignee. 

Sec.  9.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  sales, 
transfers  and  other  conveyance  of  the  assignee,  of 
the  bankrupt’s  property  and  rights  of  property,  shall 
be  made  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  ordered  and  appointed  by  the  court  in  bankruptcy; 
and  all  assets  received  by  the  assignee  in  money 
shall,  within  sixty  days  afterwards,  be  paid  into 
the  court,  subject  to  its  order  respecting  its  future 
safe  keeping  and  disposition;  and  the  court  may  re- 
quire of  such  assignee  a bond,  with  at  least  two 
sureties,  in  such  sum  as  it  may  deem  proper,  condi- 
tioned for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  all  his 
duties,  and  his  compliance  with  the  orders  and  di- 
rections of  the  court;  which  bond  shall  be  taken  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  and  shall,  if  there  be 
any  breach  thereof,  be  sued  and  sueable,  under  the 
order  of  such  court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors 
and  other  persons  in  interest. 


Prompt  proceedings  directed — Dividends  of  assets  at  least 
every  six  months — Notice  thereof  required — Suits  at 
law  not  to  postpone  dividends — Proceedings  to  be  closed 
in  two  years — Claims  not  proved  in  time. 

See.  10.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to 
ensure  a speedy  settlement  and  close  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  each  case  in  bankruptcy,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  court  to  order  and  direct  a collection  of  the  as- 
sets, and  a reduction  of  the  same  to  money,  and  a 
distribution  thereof,  at  as  early  periods  as  practicable 
consistently  with  a due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
creditors:  and  a dividend  and  distribution  of  such  as- 
sets as  shall  be  collected  and  reduced  to  money,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  can  be  safely  so  disposed  of,  con- 
sistently with  the  rights  and  interests  of  third  persons 
having  adverse  claims  thereto,  shall  be  made  among 
the  creditors  who  have  proved  their  debts,  as  often  as 
onee  in  six  months  from  the  time  of  the  decree  de- 
claring the  bankruptcy;  notice  of  such  dividends  and 
distribution  to  be  given  in  some  newspaper  or  news- 
papers in  the  district,  designated  by  the  court,  ten 
days  at  least  before  the  order  therefor  is  passed;  and 
the  pendency  of  any  suit  at  law  or  in  equity,  by  or 
against  such  third  persons,  shall  not  postpone  such 
division  and  distribution,  except  so  far  as  the  assets 
may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  same;  and  all  the 
proceedings  in  bankruptcy  in  each  case  shall,  if  prac- 
ticable, be  finally  adjusted,  settled  and  brought  to 
a close,  by  the  court,  within  two  years  after  the  de- 
cree declaring  the  bankruptcy.  And  where  any  cre- 
ditor shall  not  have  proved  his  debt  until  a dividend 
or  distribution  shall  have  been  made  and  declared,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  paid  the  same  amount,  pro  rata, 
out  of  the  remaining  dividends  or  distributions  there- 
after made,  as  the  other  creditors  have  already  re- 
ceived, before  the  latter  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
portion  thereof. 

Assignee  may  by  order  of  court,  redeem  moiigaged  or  liy- 
polhicated  property — Compound  doubtful  claims,  Sfc. 
Sec.  11.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  assignee 
shall  have  full  authority,  by  and  under  the  order  and 
direction  of  the  proper  court  in  bankruptcy,  to  re- 
deem and  discharge  any  mortgage  or  other  pledge, 
or  deposit,  or  lien  upon  any  property,  real  or  per- 
sonal, whether  payable  in  presenti  or  at  a future  day, 
and  to  tender  a due  performance  of  the  conditions 
thereof.  And  such  assignee  shall  also  have  authori- 
ty, by  and  under  the  order  and  direction  of  the  pro- 
per court  in  bankruptcy,  to  compound  any  debts,  or 
other  claims  and  securities,  due  or  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  the  bankrupt;  but  no  such  order  or  direc- 
tion shall  be  made  until  notice  of  the  application  is 
given  in  some  public  newspaper  in  the  district,  to  be 
designated  by  the  court,  ten  days  at  least  before  the 
hearing,  so  that  all  creditors  and  other  persons  in  in- 
terest may  appear  and  show  cause,  if  any  they  have, 
at  the  hearing,  why  the  order  or  direction  should  not 
be  passed. 

ri  person  once  discharged,  excepted  from  the  benefit  of  ano- 
ther discharge — Unless,  Sfc. 

Sec.  12.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son who  shall  have  been  discharged  under  this  act 
shall  afterwards  become  bankrupt,  he  shall  not  again 
be  entitled  to  a discharge  under  this  act,  unless  his 
estate  shall  produce  (after  all  charges),  sufficient  to 
pay  every  creditor  seventy-five  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  the  debt  which  shall  have  been  allowed  to 
each  creditor. 

Proceedings  to  be  recorded — Office  copy — Fees. 

Sec.  13.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
ceedings in  all  cases  in  bankruptcy  shall  be  deemed 
matters  of  record;  but  that  the  same  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  be  recorded  at  large,  but  shall  be  carefully 
filed,  kept  and  numbered  in  the  office  of  the  court, 
and.  a docket  only,  or  short  memorandum  thereof, 
with  the  numbers,  kept  in  a book  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court;  and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  for  affixing  his 
name  and  the  seal  of  the  court  to  any  form,  or  cer- 
tifying a copy  thereof,  when  required  thereto,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  as  compensation,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  cents,  and  no  more.  And  no  officer  of 
the  court,  or  commissioner,  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
court  more  than  one  dollar  for  taking  the  proof  of 
any  debt  or  claim  of  any  creditor  or  other  person 
against  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt;  but  he  may  be 
allowed,  in  addition,  his  actual  travel  expenses  for 
that  purpose. 

Regulations  in  relation  to  partnerships. 

Sec.  14.  rind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  two 
or  more  persons,  who  are  partners  in  trade,  become 
insolvent,  an  order  may  be  made  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided in  this  act,  either  on  the  petition  of  such  part- 
ners, or  ar?y  one  of  them,  or  on  the  petition  of  any 
creditor  of  the  partners;  upon  which  order  all  the 
joint  stock  and  property  of  the  company,  and  also 
all  of  the  separate  estate  of  each  of  the  partners, 
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shall  be  taken,  excepting  such  parts  thereof  as  are 
herein  excepted;  and  all  the  creditors  of  the  compa- 
ny, and  the  separate  creditors  of  each  partner,  shall 
be  allowed  to  prove  their  respective  debts;  and  the 
assignees  shall  also  keep  separate  accounts  of  the 
joint  stock  or  property  of  the  company,  and  of  the 
separate  estate  of  each  member  thereof ; and  after 
deducting  out  of  the  whole  amount  received  by  such 
assignee,  the  whole  of  the  expenses  and  disburse- 
ments paid  by  them,  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  joint 
stock  shall  be  appropriated  to  pay  the  creditors  of 
tie  company,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  separate 
estate  of  each  partner  shall  be  appropriated  to  pay 
his  separate  creditors;  and  if  there  shall  be  any  ba- 
lance of  the  separate  estate  of  any  partner,  after  the 
payment  of  his  separate  debts,  such  balance  shall  be 
added  to  the  joint  stock,  for  the  payment  of  the  joint 
creditors:  and  if  there  shall  be  any  balance  of  the 
joint  stock,  after  payment  of  the  joint  debts,  such 
balance  shall  be  divided  and  appropriated  to  and 
among  the  separate  estates  of  the  several  partners, 
according  to  their  respective  rights  and  interests 
therein,  and  as  it  would  have  been  if  the  partnership 
had  been  dissolved  without  any  bankruptcy;  and  the 
sum  so  appropriated  to  the  separate  estate  of  each 
partner  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  his  se- 
parate debts;  and  the  certificate  of  discharge  shall 
be  granted  or  refused  to  each  partner,  as  the  same 
would  or  ought  to  be  if  the  proceedings  had  been 
against  him  alone  under  this  act;  and  in  all  other 
respects  the  proceedings  against  partners  shall  be 
conducted  in  the  like  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
commenced  and  prosecuted  against  one  person  alone. 
Decree  of  bankruptcy  and  copy  of  order  of  appointments 
of  assignees  to  be  recited  in  all  deeds  for  land  sold  by 
assignees — Such  deeds  confirmed. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a copy  of 
any  decree  of  bankruptcy,  and  the  appointment  of 
assignees,  as  directed  by  the  third  section  of  this  act, 
shall  be  recited  in  every  deed  of  lands,  belonging  to 
the  bankrupt,  sold  and  conveyed  by  any  assignees 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  that  such  recital, 
together  with  a certified  copy  of  such  order,  shall  be 
full  and  complete  evidence  both  of  the  bankruptcy 
and  assignment  therein  recited,  and  supersede  the 
necessity  of  any  other  proof  of  such  bankruptcy  and 
assignment  to  validate  the  said  deed;  and  all  deeds 
containing^such  recital,  and  supported  by  such  proof, 
shall  be  as  effectual  to  pass  the  title  of  the  bankrupt 
of,  in,  and  to  the  lands  therein  mentioned  and  describ- 
ed to  the  purchaser,  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  made  by  such  bankrupt  himself  immedi- 
ately before  such  ordef. 

District  of  Columbia  and  territory  cases. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  juris- 
diction, power  and  authority  conferred  upon  and 
vested  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  by 
this  act,  in  cases  of  bankruptcy,  are  hereby  con- 
ferred upon  and  vested  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in 
and  upon  the  supreme  or  superior  courts  of  any 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of 
bankruptcy,  where  the  bankrupt  resides  jn  the  said 
District  of  Columbia  or  in  either  of  the  said  terri- 
tories. 

This  act  to  take  effect  1st  February,  1842. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Fe- 
bruary next. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

SAM’L.  L.  SOUTHARD, 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  August  19,  1841. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  VETO, 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  RIVES,  OF  VIRGINIA. 
On  the  Executive  message  containing  the  president's  ob- 
jections to  the  bank  bill. 

IN  SENATE  UNITED  STATES,  4UQUST  19,  1841. 

Mr.  Rives,  said  he  came  prepared  to  give  a silent 
vote  on  the  bill,  and  he  should  have  contented  him- 
self with  doing  so,  but  for  the  observations  which 
had  fallen  from  the  senator  from  Kentucky  in  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  president  of  tfie  United 
States.  Mr.  R.  had  hoped  the  senator  would  have 
confined  himself  strictly  to  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  senate.  He  told  us,  said  Mr.  R.  that 
the  question  was  this:  whether,  the  president  having 
returned  the  bill  for  a fiscal  bank  with  his  excep- 
tions thereto,  the  bill  was  such  an  one  as  ought  to 
pass  by  the  constitutional  majority  of  two-tliirds,  and 
thus  become  a law  of  the  land.  Now,  what  was  the 
real  issue  before  the  senate?  Was  it  not  on  the  naked 
question  between  the  bill  and  the  objections  to  it,  as 


compared  with  each  other?  I had  really  hoped  that 
the  honorable  senator,  after  announcing  to  us  the  is- 
sue in  this  very  proper  manner,  would  have  confined 
his  observations  to  it  alone;  and,  if  he  had  done  so, 

I should  not  have  troubled  the  senate  with  a single 
word. 

But  what  has  been  the  course  of  the  honorable  se- 
nator? I do  not  reproach  him  with  it;  he,  no  doubt, 
felt  it  necessary,  in  order  to  vindicate  his  own  posi- 
tion before  the  country,  to  inculpate  the  course  taken 
by  the  president;  and,  accordingly,  about  two-thirds 
of  his  speech,  however  qualified  by  expressions  of 
personal  kindness  and  respect,  were  taken  up  in  a 
solemn  arraignment  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  Most  of  the  allegations  put  forth  by  the  se- 
nator seems  to  arrange  themselves  under  the  general 
charge  of  perfidy — of  faithlessness  to  his  party  and 
to  the  people. 

The  senator  begins  with  the  violation,  by  the  pre- 
sident, of  the  pledge  given  in  his  inaugural  address. 
Now  I must  say,  with  all  due  deference,  that  the 
very  language  quoted  by  the  honorable  senator  to 
prove  this,  received,  wherever  I had  any  opportunity 
of  hearing  the  expressions  of  public  opinion,  a very 
different  construction.  The  president  told  the  na- 
tion that  he  would  give  his  sanction  “to  any  consti- 
tutional measure”  which  might  be  devised  by  con- 
gress for  the  relief  of  the  country  on  the  subject  of 
the  currency.  He  does  not  say  any  measure,  but  to 
any  “constitutional”  measure.  Why  insert  the  word 
“constitutional”  if  he  did  not  intend  to  qualify,  in  an 
important  sense,  the  pledge  given?  But  the  senator 
finds,  in  the  next  clause  of  the  inaugural  address,  an 
explanation  of  the  sense  in  which  the  word  “consti- 
tutional” is  here  to  be  understood,  viz:  that  “he 
should  be  governed  by  the  sage  views  of  the  fathers 
of  the  republican  school,  and  by  the  light  of  their 
ever-glorious  example.”  The  senator,  in  his  com- 
mentary on  this  clause,  seems  to  have  stricken  out 
as  significant  and  expressive,  a portion  of  it  as  any 
of  its  other  words,  viz:  that  the  president  should  be 
guided  by  “the  sage  views,”  as  well  as  the  ever- 
gloriou*  example  of  the  republican  fathers  to  whom 
he  alludes.  What  were  these  sage  views,  as  expressed 
in  the  purest  days  of  the  republic?  The  sage  views 
of  Mr.  Madison  in  1791 — the  unvarying  opinions  and 
testimony  of  Thomas  Jefferson?  He  was  to  look  to 
the  “sage  views”  delivered  by  them,  as  well  as  to 
their  example.  And,  on  this  point,  I could  not  but 
remember  what  (if  I have  not  been  misinformed) 
was  the  fact,  viz:  that  the  honorable  senator  himself 
stood  in  a relation  of  particular  privity  to  a memo- 
rable act  of  another  of  the  “farthers  of  the  republi- 
can school,”  when  he  gave  his  casting  vote  against 
a renewal  of  the  bank  charter.  Was  there  nothing 
in  the  sage  views  and  examples  to  instruct  the  pre- 
sident, in  addition  to  the  convictions  of  his  own 
judgment.  Who  is  the  individual  that  by  universal 
consent,  is  recognised  as  the  founder  of  what  the  pre- 
sident refers  to  as  “the  republican  school?”  It  is 
Thomas  Jefferson.  For,  however  I concur  with  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  in  paying  all  homage  to  the 
unrivalled  virtues  and  ever-glorious  public  services 
of  George  Washington,  I must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  he  has  not  generally  been  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  that  “republican”  party  to  which  the  president 
alludes. 

We  are  told,  however,  of  the  example  of  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, which,  it  is  said,  President  Tyler  must  have 
had  particularly  in  mind  when  he  penned  this  pas- 
sage. I have  already  adverted  to  Mr.  Madison’s 
views  in  relation  to  a national  bank  in  1791,  views 
which  never  were  retracted  by  him  till  1815;  but  the 
senator  tells  us  the  president  referred  to  his  conduct 
in  sanctioning  by  his  signature  the  charter  of  the  se- 
cond bank  of  the  United  States,  as  that  example  by 
which  he  was  himself  to  be  governed.  How  does 
that  example  apply  to  the  present  case?  Loolc  at 
the  letter  written  by  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Ingersoll 
in  explanation  of  that  act,  and  let  any  candid  man 
say  what  is  the  deduction  fairly  to  be  drawn  from  it. 
It  is  this:  that  Mr.  Madison  had  changed  his  opinion. 
Not  that  he  still  believed  a bank  unconstitutional, 
and,  so  believing,  and  signed  the  bill;  but  that  his 
opinion  as  to  its  unconstitutionality  had  undergone  a 
change;  for,  in  the  very  first  paragraph  of  that  let- 
ter, he  says  that  he  considered  “the  constitutionality 
of  the  bank  as  sustained  by  the  considerations”  which 
he  proceeds  to  detail.  I refer  the  senator  to  the  let- 
ter itself.  But  that  is  not  all.  Before  we  condemn 
President  Tyler,  under  existing  circumstances,  for 
putting  his  negative  on  what  he  believes  to  be  against 
the  constitution  he  has  sworn  to  support,  let  those 
circumstances  be  compared  with  the  circumstances 
under  which  Mr.  Madison  acted.  In  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr.  Madison  says  the  obligatory 
force  of  precedents  in  interpreting  the  constitution 
depends,  among  other  things  “on  the  prospect  which 
there  may  be  of  a change  of  construction  by  the  pub- 
lic or  its  agents.”  The  constitutionality  of  a bank 


had,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Madison’s  action  upon  it, 
been  annually  recognised,  as  he  says,  for  twenty 
years  successively — the  whole  nation  had  acqui- 
esced in  it;  and  there  was  no  prospect  of  any  change 
of  opinion.  I yield  to  no  one  in  profound  respect 
for  the  principles  and  character  of  Mr.  Madison, 
and  I have  ever  been  disposed  to  make  every  allow- 
ance for  the  course  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pursue.  Let 
me  read  a sentence  or  two  from  his  letter  to  Mr.  In- 
gersoll: 

“The  act  establishing  a bank  of  the  United  States,” 
says  he,  “had  been  carried  into  execution,  through- 
out a period  of  twenty  years,  with  annual  legislative 
recognitions — in  one  instance,  indeed,  with  a posi- 
tive ramification  of  it  into  a new  state,  with  the  en- 
tire acquiescence  of  all  the  locaLfluthorities,  as  well 
as  the  nation  at  large;  to  all  of  which  may  be  added 
a decreasing  prospect  of  any  change  in  the  public 
opinion  adverse  to  the  constitutionality  of  such  an 
institution.” 

Now,  will  any  man  pretend  to  assert  that  the  same 
circumstances  exist  now?  Has  there  been  an  annual 
recognition  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  for  the 
last  twenty  years?  Do  the  local  authorities  every 
where  acquiesce  in  if  And  is  the  opinion  in  favor 
of  the  constitutionality  of  a national  bank  so  univer- 
sal and  so  confirmed  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  any 
respectable  body  of  public  opinion  being  arrayed 
against  it?  No.  The  reverse  of  all  this  is  true.  Half 
the  nation  are  arrayed  against  both  its  constitution- 
ality and  its  expediency;  the  local  authorities  in  se- 
veral quarters  are  in  open  arms  of  remonstrance  and 
threatened  resistance  against  it.  So  far  from  there 
being  no  prospect  of  any  change  by  the  public  or  its  agents 
in  the  construction  which  affirmed  the  constitutional- 
ity of  a national  bank,  that  construction  has  already, 
to  a great  extent,  been  reversed.  These  are  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  President  Tyler  had  to  de- 
cide on  his  course  of  action — circumstances,  in  every 
feature,  strikingly  contrasted  with  the  circumstances 
of  Mr.  Madison’s  time.  Therefore  I say  that  if,  in 
his  inaugural,  he  had  in  view  the  example  of  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, referred  to  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  it 
formed  no  rule  by  which  he  was  bound  to  surrender 
his  solemn  convictions  as  to  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  bank. 

But  the  senator  from  Kentucky  has  told  us  that 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  various  ways,  recognized  the  con- 
stitutionality of  a national  bank;  and,  in  illustration  of 
this  position,  he  tells  us  an  anecdote,  a passage  of  se- 
cret history,  I know  not  on  what  authority,  which  I 
must  say  is  but  little  in  consonance  with  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son’s life  and  opinions.  It  represents  hint,  who  never 
shrank  from  any  responsibility,  as  willing  to  slink 
back  under  the  fraudulent  and  ignominious  shelter 
held  out  by  a perversion  of  the  ten  days'  provision,  to 
screen  himself  from  the  duty  of  asserting  those  glo- 
rious principles  which  had  been  the  ornament  of  a 
long  life.  Until  the  positive  testimony  of  a responsi- 
ble and  unimpeachable  witness  to  the  fact  itself  shall 
be  produced,  I never  can  yield  my  belief  to  his  being 
willing  to  stand  by  as  a passive  accessory  to  the  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  Where  was  the  occasion 
for  his  doing  so?  He  was  to  go  out  of  office  in  the 
month  of  March,  1809,  and  the  bank  charter  would 
not  expire  till  1811;  and  the  record  will  show  that, 
after  that  time,  he  renewed  repeatedly,  and  in  the 
most  solemn  form,  the  expression  of  his  hostility  to 
such  an  institution.  I do  not  mean  to  cast  the  slight- 
est imputation  on  the  statement  of  the  honorable  se- 
nator himself,  so  far  as  any  knowledge  of  his  own  is 
concerned;  but  an  anecdote  of  such  a character,  com- 
ing to  him  at  second  or  third  hand,  and  contradicted 
by  the  whole  public  life  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  he  will  par- 
don me  for  saying,  does  appear  to  my  mind  to  be 
eminently  apocryphal.  But  the  senator  permitted 
himself  to  refer  to  two  public  official  acts  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, after  his  own  refutal,  many  years  ago,  of  the 
argument  deduced  fVom  them;  I mean  his  signing  a 
bill  to  establish  a branch  of  the  bank  at  New  Orleans, 
and  a bill  to  punish  the  counterfeiting  of  the  bills  of 
the  bank.  Can  I do  better,  in  reply  to  this  argument, 
than  quote  to  the  senator  his  own  language?  I know, 
indeed,  his  reluctance  to  have  that  speech  referred 
to.  [Mr.  Clay.  Not  at  all;  not  at  all.]  I remem- 
ber the  signal  vengeance  with  which  one  of  the  sena- 
tors was  visited  who  ventured  to  quote  it,  and  I there- 
fore felt  some  delicacy  in  referring  to  it  myself 
In  the  able  and  eloquent  speech  made  by  the  honor- 
able senator  against  the  constitutionality  of  a nation- 
al bank,  in  1811,  he  used  the  following  languago: 
“Gentlemen  contend  that  the  construction  which 
they  give  to  the  constitution  has  been  acquiesced  in 
by  all  parties  and  under  all  administrations;  and  they 
rely  particuarly  on  an  act  which  passed  in  1804  for 
extending  a branch  to  New  Orleans,  and  another  act 
of  1807  for  punishing  those  who  should  forge  or  utter 
forged  paper  of  the  bank.  With  regard  to  the  first 
law,  passed  no  doubt  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  treasury  department,  I would  remark  that  it  was 
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the  extension  of  a branch  to  a territory , over  which 
congress  possesses  power  of  legislation  almost  uncon- 
trolled, and  where,  without  any  constitutional  impedi- 
ment, charters  of  incorporation  may  be  granted.” 

There  is  the  answer — the  triumphant,  the  conclu- 
sive answer.  That  branch  was  to  be  established  in  a 
territory , where  the  constitution  expressly  gives  to 
congress  a general  discretionary  legislative  authority. 
This  bill,  on  the  contrary,  contemplates  the  establish- 
ment of  branches  within  the  limits  of  sovereign  states, 
in  regard  to  which  congress  has  none  but  specific 
powers,  formally  enumerated  and  defined.  As  to  the 
other  bill,  to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  bank  paper, 
what  did  the  honorable  senator  also  tell  us  in  1811? 
These  are  his  words: 

“As  to  the  other  act,  it  was  passed  no  less  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  than  the  bank — to  protect 
the  ignorant  and  unweary  from  counterfeit  paper, 
purporting  to  have  been  emitted  by  the  bank.  When 
gentlemen  are  claiming  the  advantage  supposed  to  be 
deducible  from  acquiescence,  let  me  inquire  what 
they  would  have  had  those  to  have  done  who  believed 
the  establishment  of  the  bank  an  encroachment  upon 
state  rights?  Were  they  to  have  resisted,  and  how? 
By  force?” 

The  honorable  senator  then  proceeds  to  bear  the 
following  testimony,  as  an  actor  in  the  scene,  to  the 
principles  upon  which  both  of  those  laws  were  pass- 
ed: 

“The  acts  of  1804  and  1807,  relied  on  as  pledges 
for  rechartcring  this  company,  passed  not  only  with- 
out any  discussion  whatever  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  of  congress  to  establish  a bank,  but,  I ven- 
ture to  say,  without  a single  member  having  had  his 
attention  drawn  to  this  question.  I had  the  honor  of 
a seat  in  the  senate  when  the  latter  law  passed,  and 
probably  voted  for  it;  and  I declare  with  the  utmost 
sincerity,  that  I never  once  thought  of  that  point,  and 
I appeal  confidently  to  every  honorable  member  who 
was  then  present  to  say  if  that  was  not  his  situation.” 

The  senator  himself  thus  furnishes  the  true  expla- 
nation of  the  considerations  on  which  those  acts  were 
passed — an  explanation  the  benefit  of  which  he  must 
injustice  extend  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  while  he  claims  it 
for  himself,  and  has  so  disposed  of  his  own  argument. 

I hold,  therefore,  that,  if  President  Tyler  had  re- 
spect either  to  the  “sage  views”  or  the  “ever-glorious 
example”  of  the  “fathers  of  the  great  republican 
school,”  he  never  could  have  brought  his  mind  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  give  his  offi- 
cial signature  and  approval  to  such  a bill  as  we  sent 
him. 

I beg  leave  to  refer  the  honorable  senator  from 
Kentucky  to  another  passage  in  the  inaugural  address 
of  President  Tyler,  which  he  seems  to  have  wholly 
overlooked,  and  which  plainly  intimates,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  the  determination  of  the  president  to 
make  the  constitution,  in  his  own  conscientious  in- 
terpretation of  it,  the  sole  rule  of  his  conduct.  In 
the  opening  of  that  address  he  makes  the  following 
impressive  reference  to  the  solemn  obligation  he  had 
taken  upon  himself  in  assuming  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate:  “My  earnest  prayer,”  says  he,  “shall  be 
to  carry  out  understand ingly  the  principles  of  that 
constitution  which  I have  sworn  to  ‘protect,  preserve 
and  defend.’  ” Why  this  emphatic  reference  to  the 
constitution  of  his  country,  in  connexion  with  the 
solemn  sanction  of  his  oath  of  office.  If  he  did  not 
intend  to  make  it,  under  all  circumstances,  the  pri- 
mary and  unbending  rule  of  his  official  conduct?  In 
the  closing  part  of  the  same  address  he  repeats,  in 
the  following  language,  a just  admonition  against  the 
exercise  of  any  power  not  clearly  granted  by  the 
constitution. 

“Those  (said  he)  who  are  charged  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  should  carefully  ab- 
stain from  all  attempts  to  enlarge  the  range  of  powers 
thus  granted  to  the  several  departments,  other  than 
by  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  additional  grants,  lest  by 
so  doing  they  disturb  that  balance  which  the  patriots 
and  statesmen,  who  framed  the  constitution,  designed 
to  establish  between  the  federal  government  and  the 
states  composing  the  union.” 

Surely,  with  language  like  this  upon  his  lips,  and 
sentiments  such  as  these  in  his  heart,  the  president 
could  not  be  justly  expected  to  sign  a bill  which  in 
his  conscience  he  believed,  and  had  so  repeatedly 
and  solemnly  declared,  to  be  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country. 

There  being  then,  nothing  in  the  opinions  of  the 
fathers  and  founders  of  the  republican  school  to  in- 
duce President  Tyler,  as  a consistent  disciple  of 
that  school  for  twenty-five  years  past,  and  one  who 
had  over  and  over  expressed  his  conviction  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  change  that  opinion,  what  course  but  that  which 
he  has  pursued  was  left  to  him  when  the  bill  for 
such  a bank  was  presented  for  his  approval? 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  tells  us  that  the  opi- 
nion of  the  individual  nominated,  by  the  patriotic 


and  enlightened  convention  which  assembled  at  Har- 
risburg, as  a candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  on 
this  great  and  important  subject,  were  but  little 
thought  of. 

[Mr.  Clay.  The  senator  has  stated  this  very  dif- 
ferently from  the  manner  in  which  I stated  the 
fact.  What  I said  was,  that  the  president  thought 
his  opinions  more  extensively  known  than  they  ac- 
tually were,  and  that  the  less  consequence  was 
attached  to  them  where  they  were  known,  because 
he  was  the  candidate  for  the  second  office  only.] 

I acquiesce  in  the  senator’s  explanation.  But  was 
not  this  a most  extraordinary  state  of  things?  And 
did  it  not,  if  it  were  so,  bespeak  on  the  part  of  that 
convention  a signal  instance  of  recklessness  and 
want  of  consideration?  The  party,  he  says,  were 
intent  on  the  one  great  object  of  an  old  fashioned 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  they  knew  that  a bill 
chartering  such  a bank  might  be  dependent  for  its 
fate  on  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice  president  in  this 
body,  (as  it  was  when  it  was  negatived  by  the  po- 
tential voice  of  George  Clinton).  Surely  it  would 
have  evinced  a most  extraordinary  want  of  fore- 
sight, when  such  issues  were  depending,  to  select  a 
candidate  for  that  chair  without  the  most  careful 
inquiry  into  his  constitutional  opinions.  Was  John 
Tyler  so  insignificant  a character  that  they  knew 
nothing  of  his  past  history?  Where  is  the  man, 
whether  member  or  spectator,  within  these  walls, 
to  whom  his  political  principles  and  character  were 
not  more  or  less  familiar?  If  there  is  any  one  thing 
which  has  distinguished  him  above  all  other  traits  in 
his  character,  it  is  his  undeviating  adherence  to  the 
school  of  strict  construction  and  state  rights.  Who 
has  forgotten  when  he  stood  proudly  on  this  floor  in 
a minority  of  one  (on  the  occasion  of  the  revenue 
collection  bill  in  1833),  in  vindication  of  what  he 
deemed  a vital  doctrine  of  that  school? 

Who  was  ignorant  of  the  part  which  had  been  as- 
signed him  by  the  senate,  as  a well  known  but  ho- 
norable and  high  minded  opponentof  the  late  Bankof 
the  United  States  on  constitutional  grounds,  to  con- 
duct an  investigation  of  the  proceedings  and  affairs 
of  that  institution?  One  would  think  that  if  gentle- 
men acted  under  a due  sense  of  their  responsibility 
to  a great  and  patriotic  party,  and  if  they  attached 
a grave  importance  to  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank,  they  would  of  course  take  care  to  select  as 
their  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  one  on  whose 
decision  they  could  rely.  How  was  it  in  regard  to 
General  Harrison  himself,  the  candidate  selected  for 
the  presidency?  Was  he  a bank  man?  Was  he 
identified  with  a national  bank?  Not  at  all.  He,  on 
tho  contrary,  expressly  disclaimed  it.  He  repelled 
the  imputation  as  a political  slander,  and  defied  those 
who  made  it  to  the  proof.  If  that  had  been  the  true 
issue  at  Harrisburg,  all  will  concur  with  me  when 
I say  (and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  pay  a merited  tri- 
bute to  the  high  character  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky)  that  he  himself,  and  he  only,  would  have 
been  thought  of  as  the  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  because  his  party  were  un- 
willing to  make  that  the  issue  before  the  people  in  the 
presidential  election,  that  the  honorable  and  distin- 
guished senator  from  Kentucky  did  not  obtain  that 
civic  crown  which  he  so  well  deserved,  as  the  re- 
ward of  a life  devoted  to  what  he  considers  the  true 
interest  and  glory  of  his  country.  But  the  issue  was 
avoided  as  hazardous. 

Let  me  go  a little  more  into  detail  as  to  the  opi- 
nions of  General  Harrison.  What  was  his  course  in 
the  other  house  of  congress,  in  1819,  when  he  and 
President  Tyler  were  gallant  compeers  in  the  first 
war  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  He  went 
even  further  than  the  president  did  in  his  opposition 
to  the  bank.  John  Tyler,  in  conformity  with  those 
conservative  principles  (I  use  the  term  in  its  broad 
and  general  sense)  which  form  a part  of  the  political 
education  of  every  Virginian,  was  unwilling  to  re- 
voke a solemn  charter,  once  granted;  but  General 
Harrison,  brought  up  as  he  had  been  in  the  bolder 
and  freer  school  of  the  west,  was  for  a summary  act, 
annulling  the  charter  of  the  bank.  To  this  vote  he 
himself  referred,  as  showing  that  he  was  no  “bank” 
or  “federal”  candidate  (to  use  his  own  words)  for 
the  presidential  office.  In  1822,  in  a published  ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  his  district,  he  openly  and 
distincly  avowed  his  opposition  to  a bank.  He  there 
proclaimed  himself  to  be  a disciple  of  the  republican 
school  of  1798,  and  explicitly  declared  his  opinion 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  esta- 
blished in  violation  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  In  his  letter  of  1836,  to  Mr.  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, a distinguished  member  of  congress  from  the 
senator’s  own  state,  ho  said  he  would  not  give  his 
sanction  to  a bank  of  the  United  States,  unless,  by 
the  failure  of  all  other  expedients,  it  should  he  de- 
monstrated to  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  government,  and  unless  there  should  be  a general 
and  unequivocal  manifestation  of  the  will  of  the  na- 


tion in  favor  of  such  an  institution;  and  then  only  as 
a fiscal,  and  not  as  a commercial  bank. 

I am  reluctant,  Mr.  President,  to  refer  to  anything 
that  I may  have  said  or  done  in  the  common  cause 
during  the  late  contest,  but  I may  be  permitted  to 
say  that  I,  for  one,  with  an  honest  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  the  statement,  and  founding  myself  upon 
authentic  declarations  of  General  Harrison  himself, 
did,  in  a published  address  to  my  fellow  citizens,  re- 
present his  personal  and  leaning  opinions  to  be  de- 
cidedly against  a bank  of  the  United  States.  Certain 
it  is  that  hundreds  and  thousands  of  our  countrymen 
voted  for  him  without  the  least  reference  to  a bank. 
The  issue  of  bank  or  no  banks  was  not  made  in  the 
presidential  election.  In  the  mind  of  the  honorable 
senator,  no  doubt,  it  was  a prominent  issue;  but  it 
was  an  issue  his  friends  never  ventured  to  propose  to 
the  country.  General  Harrison,  in  the  latest  ex- 
pression of  his  opinions  in  the  presidential  canvas,  (in 
his  Dayton  speech,)  said  that  there  was  no  grant  in 
the  constitution  of  power  to  create  a national  bank, 
and  “it  could  never  be  constitutional  save  in  the 
event  that  the  powers  granted  to  congress  could  not 
be  carried  into  effect  without  such  an  institution.” 
That  dura  nesessitas  must  be  clearly  shown,  or  the 
power  to  charter  a bank  did  not  exist.  Yet  we  are 
now  told  that  John  Tyler,  by  accepting  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  convention  as  their  candidate  for  the 
vice  presidency,  although  his  opinions  against  a na- 
tional bank  had  been  fully  and  repeatedly  proclaimed, 
and  were  borne  on  the  most  familiar  records  of  the 
national  history,  incurred  an  unqualified  obligation 
to  sign  a bill  for  a bank  of  the  United  States  in  the 
contingency  which  has  made  him,  in  the  place  of  the 
lamented  Harrison,  president  of  the  United  States. 

I am  firmly  impressed  with  the  belief,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  if  General  Harrison  were  now  living,  and 
in  the  same  circumstances  that  surround  President 
Tyler,  he  would,  like  him,  never  yield  his  sanction 
to  the  establishment  of  branches  of  such  a corpora- 
tion as  this  bill  proposes  within  the  limits  of  the  se- 
veral states,  without  their  free  and  unshackled  as- 
sent. In  his  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams  he  says 
(adopting  the  language  of  Gen.  Jackson  on  a smilar 
occasion)  that  he  believed  a “bank  of  the  United 
States,  competent  to  all  the  duties  which  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  government,  might  be  so  organized  as 
not  to  infringe  on  our  delegated  powers  or  the  re- 
served rights  cf  the  states and  if  after  the  example  of 
the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  I may  be  per- 
mitted to  allude  to  a passage  of  the  secret  political 
history  of  the  times,  I will  state  that  I have  been  in- 
formed that  the  assent  of  the  states  to  branches  within 
their  limits  was  a favorite  and  flindamental  idea  with 
him  in  the  organization  of  such  an  institution.  This 
information,  at  least,  has  heen  communicated  to  me 
by  gentlemen  who  stood  in  relations  of  the  most  inti- 
mate confidence  with  Gen.  Harrison,  one  of  whom 
was  a member  of  the  committee  who  came  to  this 
city  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  attending  the 
remains  of  the  deceased  president  to  their  final  rest- 
ing place  at  North  Bend. 

I think  it  abundantly  demonstrated  that  there  was 
no  such  issue  as  bank  or  no  bank  presented  to  the 
nation  in  the  late  presidential  election.  And  even  if 
it  was  otherwise,  the  well-known  opinions  of  Mr. 
Tyler  as  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  being  not 
only  not  unrecanted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  reaffirmed, 
he  at  least  was  under  no  pledge,  expressed  or  impli- 
ed, to  give  his  sanction  to  an  institution  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  unconstitutional.  The  question  has  been 
raised  here  whether  he  will  sanction  any  organiza- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a bank  to  conduct  the  fiscal  af- 
fairs of  the  government?  I have  no  means  of  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  which  are  not  common  to  other 
gentlemen.  From  the  terms  of  the  executive  mes- 
sage I collect  that,  if  some  fiscal  agency  can  be  or- 
ganized which,  while  its  primary  object  is  to  conduct 
the  financial  operations  of  the  government,  would  in- 
cidentally aid  in  regulating  the  exchanges  and  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  without  infringing  on  the  so- 
vereignty and  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  he  would 
deem  such  an  institution  legitimate  and  constitu- 
tional. Sqch  an  institution,  I infer  from  the  mes- 
sage, would,  in  his  view,  be  a different  thing  from 
the  former  money  lending,  trading,  speculating,  stock 
jobbing  bank  of  the  United  States,  ruling  and  riding 
over  the  institutions  and  sovereignty  of  the  states. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  infers,  from  the  mes- 
sage, that  President  Tyler  would  not  have  sanctioned 
the  bill  had  it  been  in  a modified  and  restricted  form, 
so  as  even  to  require  the  assent  of  the  states. 

[Mr.  Clay  said  he  must  here  again  interpose.  He  ' 
felt  very  sure  the  honorable  senator  did  not  intend  to 
misstate  any  thing  he  had  said.  He  did  not  say  what 
the  president  would  or  would  not  do  with  regard  to  a 
bank  limited  to  the  mere  power  of  dealing  in  ex- 
change. He  had  thought  that,  in  respect  to  such  a 
bank,  he  would  pot  have  required  the  previous  assent 
of  the  states,  as  the  senator  now  said  he  would.  But 
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what  he  had  said  was,  that  it  must  he  manifest  from 
the  message  that  the  president  would  have  vetoed 
such  a bank  as  was  reported  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.] 

Mr.  R.  resumed.  I am  not  authorised  to  say  what 
the  president  would  or  would  not  have  done  in  a hy- 
pothetical case,  which  has  not  occurred,  and  is  not 
likely  to  occur.  I conclude  from  the  language  of  the 
message,  that,  whether  in  reference  to  an  exchange 
hank  or  a bank  of  discount,  if  it  were  intended  to  be 
pushed  beyond  a mere  fiscal  agency,  and  was  to  deal 
in  exchanges  generally  by  an  extended  operation, 
through  branches  in  the  states,  he  would  hold  the  as- 
sent of  the  states  to  be  necessary.  I wish  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I do  not  say 
this  by  authority  of  the  president.  It  is  not  necessa- 
ry at  this  time  to  discuss  the  question  what  would  or 
would  not  satisfy  the  views  expressed  by  him.  But 
the  senator  from  Kentucky,  by  way  of  picturing  to 
us,  in  bolder  relief,  the  rebellious  contumacy  of  the 
president,  says  that  his  veto  of  this  bank  bill  is 
against  the  general  sense  of  the  country,  against  the 
will  of  congress,  and  against  the  unanimous  senti- 
ment of  the  cabinet. 

[Mr.  Clay.  I am  the  last  person  to  suppose  the 
senator  purposes  to  misrepresent  me;  but  he  will 
recollect  that,  in  speaking  on  that  subject,  I used  the 
most  guarded  language.  Three  or  four  times  I re- 
peated that  I spoke  only  according  to  the  voice  of 
rumor  when  I stated  that  the  veto  was  against  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  cabinet.] 

Mr.  R.  The  senator  most  certainly  did  refer  to 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  president’s  cabinet. 

[Mr.  Clay.  To  rumor,  as  stating  it  was  unani- 
mous.] 

Mr.  R.  To  rumor,  then.  It  is'immaterial  in  what 
form  he  stated  it.  Observant  as  that  senator  usually 
is  of  the  delicacy  due  to  the  official  relations  of  the 
chief  magistrate,  did  he  think,  when  he  represented, 
even  on  the  authority  of  rumor,  that  the  cabinet  were 
unanimously  opposed  in  sentiment  to  a high  official 
act  of  the  president,  that  the  chief  magistrate,  whom 
the  constitution  makes  responsible  for  all  the  acts  of 
the  executive  department,  should  be  overruled  and 
controlled  in  his  high  and  responsible  functions  by 
officers  of  his  own  appointment,  virtually  irresponsi- 
ble to  the  people  but  tluough  him?  Did  he  suppose 
that  officers,  intended  by  the  constitution  as  aids  to 
the  president,  and  subordinate  to  him,  were  to  re- 
verse that  relation,  and  erect  themselves  into  dicta- 
tors to  the  president?  I am  persuaded  that  those 
gentlemen  themselves  would  be  the  last  to  assert  any 
such  pretension.  But  as  the  question  has  arisen,  I 
will  for  one  say  that  the  president,  in  our  system, 
being  alone  responsible  for  his  official  conduct,  and 
in  a peculiar  and  emphatic  manner  for  the  exercise 
pf  the  yefs  B0TST?i  can  legitimately  acknowledge  no 
control  in  those  high  functions  but  that  of  his  eo»- 
science. 

The  senator  must  be  persuaded  that  nothing  is 
further  from  my  intention  than  to  misrepresent  his 
sentiments;  but  the  justice  I feel  due  to  a high  offi- 
cer, who  has  discharged,  as  President  Tyler  -has 
done,  a solemn  and  deeply  responsible  obligation  to 
the  constitution  and  to  his  country,  demands  that  he 
should  be  shielded  from  the  insinuation  of  having 
acted  in  any  manner  in  violation  of  the  claims  of 
good  faith  to  those  who  raised  him,  by  their  voices, 
to  his  elevated  station. 

The  senator  intimated  that  when  offering  his  last 
amendment  to  the  bill,  as  a compromise,  he  believed 
that  that  amendment  would  be  acceptable  here  and 
elsewhere — to  the  president  as  well  as  his  friends.  I 
do  not  know  whence  tire  honorable  senator  derived 
such  an  impression. 

[Mr.  Clay.  The  senator  again  mistakes  my  lan- 
guage. I said  that  I did  not  know  whether  the 
amendment  would  be  acceptable  or  not;  but  that  I 
hoped  it  would  prove  acceptable  not  only  here,  but 
elsewhere.] 

I have  only  to  say,  then,  said  Mr.  R.  that  I can  see 
no  adequate  foundation  for  such  a hope  in  any  of  the 
public  proceedings  connected  with  this  bill. 

Let  me  now  give  the  history  of  the  affair,  as  it  ap- 
pears in  documentary  evidence.  Was  it  not  well 
understood  at  the  commencement  of  our  session  that 
there  were  serious  constitutional  difficulties  in  the 
executive  department  in  regard  to  an  old  fashioned 
bank  of  the  United  States?  Were  not  these  difficul- 
ties plainly  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury?  And  did  not  the  honorable  senator 
himself  call  upon  that  officer  for  the  details  of  a plan 
which  should  be  free  from  constitutional  difficulties? 
And  was  it  not  understood  that  the  plan  submitted  in 
answer  to  that  call  contained  the  ultimatum  of  the 
president,  after  a full  consultation  with  his  official 
advisers?  And  what  was  the  sine  qua  non  in  that 
plan?  Was  it  not  the  unqualified  previous  assent  of 
the  states  to  branches  within  their  limits?  But  the 
senator  will  not,  I am  sure,  contend  that  his  compro- 


mise amendment  (so  called)  did  provide  for  an  un- 
qualified previous  assent  of  the  states. 

The  senator  complains  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
president  has  expressed  himself  in  the  message. — 
Whatever,  in  some  passages  of  that  paper,  may  seem 
to  the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  as  harsh,  or, 
at  least,  too  energetic,  nothing,  I am  sure,  was  fur- 
ther from  the  mind  of  the  president  than  to  use  lan- 
guage which  might  seem  wanting  in  respect  to  this 
body,  or  any  member  of  it.  He  knows  too  well  the 
high  and  dignified  courtesy  which  should  preside 
over  the  relations  of  the  co-ordinate  departments  of 
the  government  to  indulge,  for  a moment,  any  feel- 
ing inconsistent  with  that  courtesy.  If,  in  the  force 
and  earnestness  of  his  convictions,  he  has  used  lan- 
guage of  corresponding  energy,  it  must  be  set  down 
to  that  account  alone,  and  may  plead  some  indul- 
gence from  the  example  of  the  honorable  senator,  in 
whose  bold  and  commanding  eloquence  words  are 
wont  to  bear  the  impress  of  his  own  fervid  concep- 
tions. 

I have  a few  words  now  to  say  as  to  the  alterna- 
tives which  the  senator  tells  us  the  president  ought 
to  have  embraced  rather  than  to  have  returned  this 
bill  with  objections.  The  first  of  these  alternatives 
was  to  suffer  the  bill,  unsigned,  to  become  a law  af- 
ter the  lapse  of  ten  days,  as  provided  in  the  constitu- 
tion. And  what  would  this  be  but  an  ignominious 
retreat  from  duty,  instead  of  manfully  and  boldly 
meeting  the  responsibility  of  his  high  station?  With 
all  respect  for  the  honorable  and  distinguished  sena- 
tor, I will  say  that  he  himself  is  the  last,  the  very 
last  man  to  practice  what  he  preaches.  Let  him 
point  us  to  a single  circumstance  in  his  own  “glorious 
example”  which  would  sanction  any  thing  like  a 
skulking  from  duty.  Never,  never.  What  are  the 
principles  on  which  the  constitution  is  founded?  Is 
not  the  executive  department  co-ordinate  with  the 
legislative,  and  intended  to  check,  when  occasion  re- 
quires, an  improper  exercise  of  the  legislative  autho- 
rity? The  constitution  supposes  that  such  an  exer- 
cise of  the  legislative  power  may  sometimes  happen. 
It  takes  it  for  granted  that  congress  may,  in  an  un- 
guarded moment,  invade  the  rights  of  the  states,  or 
commit  other  violations  of  the  instrument  which  de- 
fines its  powers.  Hence  it  places  in  the  hand  of  the 
president  the  veto  power,  that  he  may  stand  in  the 
breach,  and,  in  the  language  of  his  official  oath,  de- 
fend and  preserve  and  protect  the  constitution.  I am 
proud  to  say  for  the  president  that  such  an  alterna- 
tive as  letting  the  bill  become  a law  by  the  lapse  of 
the  ten  days,  however  it  may  have  presented  itself  to 
the  imagination  of  the  honorable  senator,  never  once 
entered  the  mind  of  the  president.  I trust  never  to 
see  a native  of  that  proud  old  commonwealth,  which 
claims  the  senator  from  Kentucky  himself  as  one  of 
the  noblest  of  her  sons',  fly  to  such  a refuge. 

But  the  senator  refers  us  to  another  alternative 
within  the  power  of  the  president,  Yiz;  the  resigna- 
tion of  his  office;  and  he  adverts  to  an  example  in  the 
president’s  own  history  where  he  once  resigned  his 
seat  in  this  body  rather  than  obey  instructions  by 
giving  a vote  which  he  deemed  to  be  a violation  of 
the  constitution.  I ask,  in  what  circumstances  did 
Mr.  Tyler  stand  at  that  time?  The  legislature  of 
Virginia,  which  gave  the  instructions,  were,  under 
the  constitution,  the  constituents  of  the  senator.  _ He 
is  responsible  to  them,  and,  according  to  the  univer- 
sally received  doctrine  in  Virginia,  he  was  bound  to 
obey  or  resign.  But,  I ask,  does  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  stand  in  that  relation  to  the  president? 
Is  the  president  of  the  United  States  the  representa- 
tive of  congress?  He  derives  his  authority  from  the 
sovereign  people  and  the  states,  just  as  do  the  mem- 
bers of  either  house  of  congress.  They  are  both  re- 
presentatives alike  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Will  the  senator  say  that  the  executive  is  to  be  sub- 
servient to  the  legislative  department  of  government? 
We  have  heard  much  of  executive  dictation,  how- 
ever little  we  have  seen  of  it,  since  the  inauguration 
of  the  present  chief  magistrate;  yet,  if  the  doctrine 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  is  to  prevail,  there  will 
spring  up  a standing  legislative  dictation  and  supre- 
macy. No,  sir,  no.  The  president  never  was  meant 
to  be  the  mere  tool  of  legislative  will. 

[Mr.  Clay  here  interposed.  I am  very  sure  the 
honorable  senator  cannot  intend  to  present  an  erro- 
neous statement  of  my  remarks;  yet  he  is  under  a 
great  misapprehension  of  them.  I did  not  say  the 
president  ought  to  resign.  I said  that  there  were  be- 
fore him  two  other  alternatives  besides  the  veto.  I 
said  that  when  his  constituency  in  Virginia  required 
him  to  give  a vote  which  was  in  his  view,  incompa- 
tible with  the  constitution,  sooner  than  comply  with 
such  a requisition  he  resigned  his  seat;  that,  now,  his 
constituency  were  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  had  good  evidence  that  it  was  their  opinion 
he  ought  to  sign  such  a bill,  and  he  could  not  do  it; 
then,  if  he  resigned,  rather  than  disobey  the  people 
of  one  state,  he  ought,  upon  his  own  principle,  yet 


more  readily,  to  resign  rather  than  disobey  the  peo- 
ple of  twenty-six  states.] 

Mr.  Rtves.  The  argument  of  the  senator,  as  he 
now  puts  it,  begs  the  question.  In  the  case  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Virginia  and  Mr.  Tyler,  as  a senator,  the 
instructions  came  from  the  true  constituent  body — the 
legislature  of  the  state.  But  where  are  the  instruc- 
tions in  this  case  from  the  constituents  of  the  presi- 
dent? Will  the  senator  tell  me  that  the  two  houses 
of  congress  are  the  constituents  of  the  president,  to 
whom  he  is  responsible? 

[Mr.  Clay.  No,  no;  certainly  not.] 

Well,  then,  if  the  president’s  constituents  are  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  to  make  a case 
analogous  to  the  instructions  of  a state  legislature  to 
a senator  chosen  by  them,  the  instructions  to  the  pre- 
sident must  come  from  the  original  source  of  power, 
(the  people  by  whom  he  is  chosen),  and  not  from  the 
representatives  of  that  power  in  congress.  Congress 
may  erroneously  represent  the  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  people  themselves,  and  they  alone,  are  the  con- 
stituents of  the  president.  When  Mr.  Madison,  in 
1815,  vetoed  a bank  bill  which  had  passed  congress 
by  a vote  of  three  to  one,  was  he  to  consider  himself 
as  instructed  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
congress,  and,  if  he  could  not  comply  with  their 
wishes,  was  he  bound  to  resign?  His  very  last  act 
was  a veto.  It  was  his  veto  of  the  bonus  bill  for  in- 
ternal improvements — a bill  that  was  carried  by  Mr. 
Madison’s  own  political  friends.  Yet,  in  disregard 
of  the  rule  now  set  up  that  a president  is  bound  to 
obey  the  behests  of  the  party  which  put  him  into 
power,  Mr.  Madison  vetoed  the  bill.  He  ought,  ac- 
cording to  the  modern  doctrine,  rather  to  have  re- 
signed his  high  office,  with  all  its  solemn  responsibi- 
lities. Mr.  Madison  was  of  all  men  the  most  mild, 
moderate  and  self-denying  in  the  exercise  of  power, 
and  yet  he  did  not  hesitate  to  apply  the  corrective  of 
the  veto  in  half  a dozen  instances  during  his  admi- 
nistration, and  that,  in  several  cases,  when  there 
were  most  imposing  majorities  of  congress  in  favor 
of  the  measures  he  returned  to  them  with  objections. 
General  Harrison,  under  whose  banner  we  all  ralli- 
ed in  the  late  political  contest,  declared  himself  that 
the  veto  was  the  conservative  power  of  the  constitu- 
tion provided  for  three  cases:  first,  where  there  was 
a violation  of  the  constitution;  second,  where  the 
rights  of  the  states  are  invaded;  and,  third,  where  le- 
gislation has  been  hasty,  and  without  due  delibera- 
tion. All  these  three  considerations  unite  in  the  case 
of  the  present  bill.  In  the  president’s  view,  it  vio- 
lates the  constitution,  it  disregards  the  rights  of  the 
states,  and  it  has  been  passed  without  allowing  time 
for  a sufficient  manifestation  of  the  popular  will. — 
But  I go  further;  I ask,  has  the  bill  received  the 
sanction  even  of  a majority  of  the  representatives  in 
congress  on  that  characteristic  feature  of  the  bill 
which  the  president  complains  of?  I say  that,  so  far 
as  that  particular  clause— -the  distinguishing  one  of 
the  measure — is  concerned,  the  bill  was  passed  by  a 
minority  of  the  whole  number  of  members  of  either 
house.  Now,  if  other  presidents  have  been  sustain- 
ed in  rejecting  measures  which  passed  by  indisputa- 
ble and  overwhelming  majorities,  shall  President 
Tyler  be  condemned  for  vetoing  a bill  which  has  not 
even  the  approbation  of  a majority  of  either  house 
of  congress? 

I trust  I have  shown  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
imputation  or  complaint  againt  the  president  in  the 
high  constitutional  duty  he  has  performed.  The  se- 
nator from  Kentucky  thinks  the  president  looked  too 
much  into  his  own  heart  in  that  case;  but  where  else 
can  an  honest  and  conscientious  man  look  for  guid- 
ance in  the  discharge  of  duty.  That  good  and  gracious 
Being  in  whose  name  he  assumed  the  solem  responsi- 
bilities of  his  office  having  given  him  that  internal 
monitor  for  his  guidance,  what  other  was  he  to  con- 
sult? The  president,  under  a deep  sense  of  his  re- 
sponsibility to  the  country  in  all  her  great  interests 
and  hopes — constitutional,  political,  moral,  econo- 
mical— has  preferred  to  act  a painful  and  unwelcome 
part  rather  than  betray  his  duty  to  the  constitution, 
which  he  had  sworn  to  “preserve,  protect  and  de- 
fend.” Never  were  the  motives  of  a public  servant, 
in  my  humble  judgment  more  worthy  of  indulgence 
and  respect.  With  this  conviction  rooted  in  my  mind, 
I,  for  one,  can  never  consent  to  hear  his  conduct  im- 
pugned without  raising  my  poor  voice  in  his  defence. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky — with  no  small  dra- 
matic effect — applying  the  language  of  the  president, 
in  relation  to  his  own  case,  to  the  dissimilar  one  of 
Mr.  Madison,  asked  if  James  Madison,  by  signing 
the  bank  bill  of  181G,  had  forfeited  the  respect  of  all 
virtuous  men?  It  is  sufficient  to  say  as  1 have  al- 
ready shown,  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
Mr.  Madison  acted,  whether  reference  be  had  to  his 
personal  opinions  or  the  public  opinon  of  the  times, 
were  entirely  different;  and  the  language  of  the  pre- 
sident, therefore,  quoted  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, cannot,  by  any  violence  of  implication,  be 
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considered  as  casting  the  slightest  censure  on  that 
venerable  and  venerated  name. 

I beg  leave  to  be  indulged  with  a word  or  two  as 
to  the  course  it  now  devolves  upon  us  to  take.  The 
senator  from  Kentucky  says  he  hopes  we  shall  go  on 
and  perfect  a new  bank  bill.  While  I avow  myself 
willing,  if  such  a bill  shall  be  presented  as  my  judg- 
ment can  approve,  to  give  it  my  support,  I must  be 
permitted  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  shall  better 
consult  our  duty  to  the  country  and  the  subject  if 
we  do  not  attempt  a second  bill  at  this  time.  It  is  a 
great,  a difficult,  a complex  question.  It  is  a ques- 
tion on  which  the  country  is  more  divided  probably 
than  on  any  other;  especially  as  to  the  form  which 
a bank  shall  assume.  I may  conclude,  if  you  please, 
that  there  is  a majority  in  the  country  in  favor  of  a 
fiscal  institution  of  some  kind,  and  which  shall  ren- 
der some  incidental  assistence  to  the  currency  and 
the  exchanges  of  the  country;  yet,  as  to  the  form  of 
the  institution,  its  powers,  its  capital  and  all  its  de- 
tails, men  are  more  divided  in  opinion  than  about 
any  thing  else.  No  project  has  as  yet  received  the 
support  of  a majority  either  of  congress  or  of  the 
eople.  The  presses  even  which  support  the  honora- 
le  senator  do  themselves  now  say  of  his  bill  that  it 
would  have  been  inoperative  and  its  loss  is  no  cala- 
mity to  the  country.  Shall  we,  then,  when  we  are 
all  worn  out,  in  mind  and  body,  by  our  unnatural 
labors  in  these  dogdays,  be  called  upon  to  make  yet 
another  disastrous  experiment?  I say  to  this  side  of 
the  house,  and  I would  say  to  the  other  side,  (if  I 
could  be  permitted  to  do  so  without  treason  to  par- 
ty), shall  we,  at  this  moment,  with  all  the  evidences 
of  extensive  dissidence  as  to  such  a measure  before 
us,  rush  on  blindfold,  and  in  triple  hast  seek  to  get 
up  another  crude  scheme  for  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try? I would  respectfully  say,  no.  If  prudence  is  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  in  guiding  our  councils,  I would 
say  again,  no.  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  late  admirable 
pamphlet  on  the  currency,  says,  most  truly,  that  a 
bank  of  the  U.  States,  from  its  intrinsic  unpopularity 
and  liability  to  abuse,  is  a subject  which,  above  all 
others  ought  to  be  acted  on  “with  great  caution  aud 
due  deliberation.”  Mr.  Appleton,  too,  than  whom 
no  man  has  evinced  a greater  acquaintance  with  the 
whole  subject,  tells  us  that  “the  establishment  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  is  the  last  thing  to  be  done 
in  haste,  or  as  a.  mere  party  measure.”  1 never  will 
agree  to  act  upon  any  measures  touching  the  great 
and  vital  interests  of  the  country  as  a party  measure. 
We  are  entitled  to  the  joint  wisdom  of  the  whole 
people,  and  every  part  of  them,  in  adjusting  this  great 
common  interest.  Let  us,  then,  for  the  present  pass 
the  subject  by.  One  bill  has  been  rejected  by  the 
president,  and  has  failed  to  command  the  approba- 
tion of  a majority  of  either  house  of  congress.  Many 
whigs  are,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  at  this  moment 
heartily  rejoicing  in  the  defeat  of  that  measure.  I 
have  in  my  pocket  a letter  from  an  eminent  whig 
financier  congratulating  the  country  on  the  loss  of 
the  bill.  We  have  done  much  in  repealing  the  sub- 
treasury. m 

We  have  thus  taken  an  obstacle  out  of  the  way  of 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  for  it  has  been 
most  truly  said  that  that  system  wreaked  its  ven- 
geance only  on  specie  paying  banks,  while  to  those 
which  did  not  pay  specie  its  requirement  of  bullion 
was  a matter  of  inditference.  Where  is  the  gentle- 
man who  will  not  admit  that  the  incorporation  of  a 
national  bank  will,  for  the  time,  operate  as  an  ob- 
stacle to  resumption?  On  that  point,  I refer  gentle- 
men again  to  the  able  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Appleton.  I 
would  prefer,  indeed,  that  some  temporary  act  be 
passed  limiting  the  discretion  now  left  to  the  execu- 
tive in  relation  to  the  custody  and  management  of 
the  revenue.  Eut,  if  we  cannot  agree  even  on  that, 
let  the  question  be  adjourned — let  us  take  time  for 
deliberation — for  reflection— for  comparison  of  views. 
Let  us  call  in  the  aid  of  practical  men.  Let  us  not 
attempt  to  arrange  in  haste  the  details  of  such  an  in- 
stitution on  mere  theoretical  or  party  principles;  but 
let  us  build  up,  with  cautious  deliberation,  a system 
which  will  stand  the  test  of  scrutiny  and  time,  and 
be  worthy  of  the  administration  and  the  country.  All 
previous  systems  have  been  rejected  and  condemn- 
ed—the  sub-treasury— the  pet  banks — an  old-fashion- 
ed bank  of  the  United  States — a new  fashioned  fiscal 
agent.  We  have  before  us  a complete  tabula  rasa — 
appealing  emphatically  to  all  parties  to  lay  down,  so 
far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  former  preposses- 
sions on  the  altar  of  the  country,  and  to  unite  in  an 
honest  and  patriotic  effort  to  build  up  a permanent 
system  for  the  common  good. 

MR.  CLAY’S  REJOINDER. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  in  rejoinder.  I have  no  desire,  said 
he,  to  prolong  this  unpleasant  discussion,  but  I must 
say  that  I heard  with  great  surprise  and  regret  the 
closing  remark  especially,  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  as,  indeed,  1 did  many  of  those  which 


preceded  it.  That  gentleman  stands  in  a peculiar 
situation.  I found  him  several  years  ago  in  the  half- 
way house,  where  he  seems  afraid  to  remain,  and  from 
which  he  is  yet  unwilling  to  go.  I had  thought,  af- 
ter the  thorough  riddling  which  the  roof  of  the  house 
had  received  in  the  breaking  up  of  the  pet  bank  sys- 
tem, he  would  have  fled  some  where  else  for  refuge; 
but  there  he  still  stands,  solitary  and  alone,  shivering 
and  pelted  by  the  pitiless  storm.  The  sub-treasury 
is  repealed. — the  pet  bank  system  is  abandoned — the 
United  States  bank  bill  is  vetoed — and  now,  when 
there  is  as  complete  and  perfect  a re-union  of  the 
purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  as 
ever  there  was  under  General  Jackson  or  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  the  senator  is  for  doing  nothing!  The  senator 
is  for  going  home,  leaving  the  treasury  and  the 
country  in  their  lawless  condition!  Yet  no  man  has 
heretofore,  more  than  he  has,  deplored  and  deprecat- 
ed a state  of  things  so  utterly  unsafe  and  repugnant 
to  all  just  precautions,  indicated  alike  by  sound 
theory  and  experience  in  free  governments.  And  the 
senator  talks  to  us  about  applying  to  the  wisdom  of 
practical  men,  in  respect  to  banking,  and  advises 
further  deliberation!  Why  I should  suppose  that  we 
are  at  present  in  the  very  best  situation  to  act  upon 
the  subject.  Besides  the  many  painful  years  we  have 
had  for  deliberation,  we  have  been  near  three  months 
almost  exclusively  engrossed  with  the  very  subject 
itself.  We  have  heard  all  manner  of  facts,  state- 
ments, and  arguments  in  any  way  connected  with  it. 
We  understand,  it  seems  to  me,  all  we  ever  can  learn 
or  comprehend  about  a national  bank.  And  we  have, 
at  least,  some  conception  too  of  what  sort  of  one  will 
be  acceptable  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue.  Yet 
now,  with  a vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the  entire 
country  crying  out  to  us  for  a bank — with  the  people 
throughout  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi  rising 
in  their  majesty,  and  demanding  it  as  indispensable 
to  their  well  being,  and  pointing  to  their  losses,  their 
sacrifices,  and  their  sufferings  for  the  want  of  such 
an  institution — in  such  a state  of  things,  we  are 
gravely  and  coldly  told  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
Virginia,  that  we  had  best  go  home,  leaving  the  purse 
and  the  sword  in  the  uncontrolled  possession  of  the 
president,  and,  above  all  things,  never  to  make  a 
party  bank!  Why,  sir,  does  he,  with  all  his  know- 
ledge of  the  conflicting  opinions  which  prevail  here, 
and  have  prevailed,  believe  that  we  ever  can  make 
a bank  but  by  the  votes  of  one  party  who  are  in  favor 
of  it,  in  opposition  to  the  votes  of  another  party 
against  it?  I deprecate  this  expression  of  opinion 
from  that  gentleman  the  more,  because,  although  the 
honorable  senator  professes  not  to  know  the  opinions 
of  the  president,  it  certainly  does  turn  out  in  the  se- 
quel that  there  is  a most  remarkable  coincidence  be- 
tween those  opinions  and  his  own;  and  he  has,  on  the 
present  occasion,  defended  the  motives  and  the  course 
of  the  president  with  all  the  solicitude  and  all  the 
fervent  zeal  of  a member  of  his  privy  council.  [A 
laugh.]  Tli ere  is  a rumor  abroad  that  a cabal  exists 
— a new  sort  of  kitchen  cabinet — whose  object  is  the 
dissolution  of  the  regular  cabinet — the  dissolution  of 
the  whig  party — the  dispersion  of  congress,  without 
accomplishing  any  of  the  great  purposes  of  the  extra 
session — and  a total  change,  in  fact,  in  the  whole  face 
of  our  political  affairs.  I hope,  and  I persuade  my- 
self, that  the  honorable  senator  is  not,  cannot  be,  one 
of  the  component  members  of  such  a cabal;  but  I 
must  say  that  there  has  been  displayed  by  the  honor- 
able senator  to-day,  a pre-disposition,  astonishing  and 
inexplicable,  to  misconceive  almost  all  of  what  I 
have  said,  and  a perseverance,  after  repeated  cor- 
rections, in  misunderstanding — for  I will  not  charge 
him  with  wilfully  and  intentionally  misrepresenting 
— the  whole  spirit  and  character  of  the  address  which 
as  a man  of  honor  and  as  a senator,  I felt  myself 
bound  in  duty  to  make  to  this  body. 

The  senator  begins  with  saying  that  I charge  the 
president  with  “perfidy!”  Did  I use  any  such  lan- 
guage? I appeal  to  every  gentleman  who  heard  me 
to  say  whether  I have  in  a single  instance  gone  be- 
yond a fair  and  legitimate  examination  of  the  execu- 
tive objections  to  the  bill.  Yet  he  has  charged  me  with 
“arraigning”  the  president,  with  indicting  him  with 
various  counts,  and  with  imputing  to  him  motives 
such  las  never  even  intimated  or  dreamed,  and  (hat, 
when  I was  constantly  expressing,  over  and  over,  my 
personal  respect  and  regard  for  President  Tyler,  for 
whom  I have  cherished  an  intimate  personal  friend- 
ship of  twenty  years  standing,  and  while  I expressly 
said  that  if  that  friendship  should  now  be  interrupted, 
it  should  not  be  my  fault!  Why,  sir,  what  possible, 
what  conceivable  motive  can  1 have  to  quarrel  with 
the  president,  or  to  break  up  the  whig  party?  What 
earthly  motive  can  impel  me  to  wish  for  any  other 
result  than  that  that  party  shall  remain  in  perfect 
harmony,  undivided,  and  shall  move  undismayed, 
boldly,  and  united  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  all-important  public  objects  which  it  has  avowed 
to  be  its  aim?  What  imaginable  interest  or  feeling 


can  I have  other  than  the  success,  the  triumph,  the 
glory  of  the  whig  party?  But  that  there  may  be  de- 
signs and  purposes  on  the  part  of  certain  other  in- 
dividuals to  place  me  in  inimical  relations  with  the 
president,  and  to  represent  me  as  personally  opposed 
to  him,  I can  well  imagine — individuals  who  are 
beating  up  for  recruits,  and  endeavoring  to  form  a 
third  party  with  materials  so  scanty  as  to  be  wholly 
insufficient  to  compose  a decent  corporal’s  guard.  I 
fear  there  are  such  individuals,  though  I do  not 
charge  the  senator  as  being  himself  one  of  them. 
What  a spectacle  has  been  presented  to  this  nation 
during  this  entire  session  of  congress!  That  of  the 
cherished  and  confidential  friendsof  John  Tyler,  per- 
sons who  boast  and  claim  to  be,  par  excellence,  his 
exclusive  and  genuine  friends,  being  the  bitter,  sys- 
tematic, determined,  uncompromising  opponents  of 
every  leading  measure  of  John  Tyler’s  administra- 
tion! Was  there  ever  before  such  an  example  pre- 
sented, in  this  or  any  other  age,  in  this  or  any  other 
country?  I have  myself  known  the  president  too  long, 
and  cherish  towards  him  too  sincere  a friendship,  to 
allow  my  feelings  to  be  affected  or  alienated  by  any 
thing  which  has  passed  here  to-day.  If  the  president 
chooses — which  1 am  sure  he  cannot,  unless  false- 
hood has  been  whispered  into  his  cars  or  poison 
poured  into  his  heart — to  detach  himself  from  me,  I 
shall  deeply  regret  it,  for  the  sake  of  our  common 
friendship  and  our  common  country.  I now  repeat 
what  I before  said,  that,  of  all  the  measures  of  re- 
lief which  the  American  people  have  called  upon  us 
for,  that  of  a national  bank  and  a sound  and  uniform 
currency  has  been  the  most  loudly  and  importunately 
demanded.  The  senator  says  that  the  question  of  a 
bank  was  not  the  issue  made  before  the  people  at  the 
late  election.  I can  say,  for  one,  my  own  conviction 
is  diametrically  the  contrary.  What  may  have  been 
the  character  of  the  canvass  in  Virginia,  I will  not 
say;  probably  gentlemen  on  both  sides  were,  every 
where,  governed  in  some  degree  by  considerations  of 
local  policy.  What  issues  may  therefore  have  been 
presented  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  either  above  or 
below  tide-water,  I am  not  prepared  to  say.  The 
great  error,  however,  of  the  honorable  senator  is  in 
thinking  that  the  sentiments  of  a particular  party  in 
Virginia  are  always  a fair  exponent  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  whole  union.  [A  laugh.]  I can  tell  that  se- 
nator that  whereverl  was — in  the  great  valleyof  the 
Mississippi — in  Kentucky — in  Tennessee — in  Mary- 
land— in  all  the  circles  in  which  I moved,  every  where, 
“bank  or  no  bank”  was  the  great,  the  leading,  the 
vital  question.  At  Hanover,  in  Virginia,  during  the 
last  summer,  at  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  re- 
spectable and  gratifying  assemblages  that  I ever  at- 
tended, I distinctly  announced  my  conviction  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  indispensable.  As  to 
the  opinion  of  General  Harrison,  I know  that,  like 
many  others,  he  had  entertained  doubts  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  a bank;  but  I also  know  that,  as  the 
election  approached,  his  opinion  turned  more  and 
more  in  favor  of  a national  bank;  and  I speak  from 
my  own  personal  knowledge  of  his  opinions  when  l 
say  that  I have  no  more  doubt  he  would  have  signed 
that  bill  than  that  you,  Mr.  President,  now  occupy 
that  chair,  or  that  I am  addressing  you. 

I rose  not  to  say  one  word  which  should  wound  tire 
feelings  of  President  Tyler.  The  senator  says  that, 
if  placed  in  like  circumstances,  I would  have  been 
the  last  man  to  avoid  putting  a direct  veto  upon  the 
bill,  had  it  met  my  disapprobation;  and  he  does  me 
the  honor  to  attribute  to  me  high  qualities'  of  stern 
and  unbending  intrepidity.  I hope  that  in  all 
that  relates  to  personal  firmness — all  that  concerns 
a just  appreciation  of  the  insignificance  of  hu- 
man life — whatever  may  be  attempted  to  threaten  or 
alarm  a soul  not  easily  swayed  by  opposition,  or 
awed  or  intimidated  by  menace — a stout  heart  and  a 
steady  eye  that  can  survey, unmoved  and  undaunted, 
any  mere  personal  perils  that  assail  this  poor  transi- 
ent, perishing  frame,  I may,  without  disparagement, 
compare  with  other  men.  But  there  is  a sort  of 
courage  which,  I frankly  confess  it,  I do  not  possess 
— a boldness  to  which  l dare  not  aspire — a valor 
which  I cannot  covet.  I cannot  lay  myself  down  in 
the  way  of  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  my  country. 
That  1 cannot,  I have  not  the  courage  to  do.  I can- 
not interpose  the  powerwith  which  1 may  be  invest- 
ed— a power  conferred  not  for  my  personal  benefit, 
nor  for  my  aggrandizement,  but  for  my  country’s 
good — to  check  her  onward  march  to  greatness  and 
glory.  I have  not  courage  enough,  I am  too  cowardly 
for  that.  I would  not,  1 dare  not,  in  the  exercise  of 
such  a trust,  lie  down,  and  place  my  body  across 
the  path  that  leads  my  country  to  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness. This  is  a sort  of  courage  widely  different 
from  that  which  a man  may  display  in  his  private 
conduct  and  personal  relations.  Personal  or  private 
courage  is  totally  distinct  from  that  higher  a ml  nobler 
courage  which  prompts  the  patriot  to  offer  himself  a 
voluntary  sacrifice  to  his  country’s  good. 
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Nor  did  I say,  as  the  senator  represents,  that  the 
president  should  have  resigned.  I intimated  no  per- 
sonal wish  or  desire  that  he  should  resign.  I refer- 
red to  the  fact  of  a memorable  resignation  in  his 
public  life.  And  what  I did  say  was,  that  there  were 
other  alternatives  before  him  besides  vetoing  the  bill, 
and  that  it  was  worthy  of  his  consideration  whether 
consistency  did  not  require  that  the  example  which 
he  had  set  when  he  had  a constituency  of  one  state, 
should  not  be  followed  when  he  had  a consistency 
commensurate  with  the  whole  union.  Another  al- 
ternative was  to  suffer  the  bill,  without  his  signature, 
to  pass  into  a law  under  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution. And  I must  confess  I see,  in  this,  no  such 
escaping  by  the  back-door,  no  such  jumping  out  of 
the  window,  as  the  senator  talks  about.  Apprehen- 
sions of  the  imputation  of  the  want  of  firmness  some- 
times impel  us  to  perform  rash  and  inconsiderate 
acts.  It  is  the  greatest  courage  to  be  able  to  bear 
the  imputation  of  the  want  of  courage.  But  pride, 
vanity,  egotism,  so  unamiable  and  offensive  in  pri- 
vate life,  are  vices  which  partake  of  the  character  of 
crimes  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  The  unfor- 
tunate victim  of  these  passions  cannot  see  beyond 
the  little,  petty,  contemptible  circle  of  his  own  per- 
sonal interests.  All  his  thoughts  are  withdrawn 
from  his  country,  and  concentrated  on  his  consisten- 
cy, his  firmness,  himself.  The  high,  the  exalted,  the 
sublime  emotions  of  a patriotism,  which,  soaring 
towards  Heaven,  rises  far  above  all  mean,  low  or 
selfish  things,  and  is  absorbed  by  one  soul-transport- 
ing thought  of  the  good  and  the  glory  of  one’s  coun- 
try, are  never  felt  in  his  impenetrable  bosom.  That 
patriotism  which,  catching  its  inspirations  from  the 
immortal  God,  and  leaving  an  immeasurable  distance 
below  all  lesser,  grovelling,  personal  interests  and 
feelings,  animates  and  prompts  to  deeds  of  self-sacri- 
fice, of  valor,  of  devotion  and  of  death  itself — that  is 
public  virtue — that  is  the  noblest,  the  sublimest  of  all 
public  virtues. 

I said  nothing  of  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
president  to  conform  his  judgment  of  the  opinions 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  although 
the  senator  argued  as  if  I had,  and  persevered  in  so 
arguing,  after  repeated  corrections.  I said  no  such 
thing.  I know  and  respect  the  perfect  independence 
of  each  department,  acting  within  its  proper  sphere, 
of  other  departments.  But  I referred  to  the  majo- 
rities in  the  two  houses  of  congress  as  further  and 
strong  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  abank 
of  the  U.  States.  And  I contended  that,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  instructions  which  prevailed  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  of  which  the  president  is  a disciple,  and,  in 
pursuance  of  the  example  already  cited,  he  ought  not 
to  have  rejected  the  bill. 

I have  heard  that,  on  his  arrival  at  the  seat  of  the 
general  government  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  vice  president,  in  March  last,  when  interro- 
gated how  far  he  meant  to  conform  in  his  new  sta- 
tion, to  certain  peculiar  opinions  which  were  held 
in  Virginia,  he  made  this  patriotic  and  noble  reply: 
“I  am  vice  president  of  the  United  states,  and  not  of 
the  state  of  Virginia;  and  I shall  be  governed  by  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  my  constituents.”  When  I 
heard  of  this  encouraging  satisfactory  reply,  believ- 
ing, as  I most  religiously  do,  that  a large  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank,  (and  gentlemen  may  shut  their  eyes  to 
to  the  fact,  deny  or  dispute,  or  reason  it  away  as 
they  please,  but  it  is  my  conscientious  conviction 
that  two-thirds,  if  not  more,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  desire  such  an  institution),  I thought 
I beheld  a sure  and  certain  guaranty  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

I thought  it  impossible  that  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
a great  people,  who  had  bestowed  such  unbounded 
and  generous  confidence,  and  conferred  on  him  such 
exalted  honors,  should  be  disregarded  and  disap- 
pointed. It  did  not  enter  into  my  imagination  to  con- 
ceive that  one,  who  had  shown  so  much  deference 
and  respect  to  the  presumed  sentiments  of  a single 
state,  should  display  less  towards  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  nation. 

I hope,  Mr.  President,  that,  in  performing  the  pain- 
ful duty  which  had  devolved  on  me,  I have  not  trans- 
cended the  limits  of  legitimate  debate.  I repeat,  in 
all  truth  and  sincerity,  the  assurance  to  the  senate 
and  to  the  country,  that  nothing  but  a stern,  reluct- 
ant, and  indispensable  sense  of  honor  and  of  duty 
could  have  forced  from  me  the  response  which  I 
have  made  to  the  president’s  objections.  But,  in- 
stead of  yielding  without  restraint  to  the  feelings  of 
disappointment  and  mortification  excited  by  the 
perusal  of  his  message,  I have  anxiously  endeavor- 
ed to  temper  the  notice  of  it,  which  I have  been  com- 
pelled to  take  by  the  respect  due  to  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate,  and  by  the  personal  regard  and  esteem 
which  I have  ever  entertained  for  its  present  incum- 
bent. 


TWEJIT  Y-S  EVENT  II  CONGRESS, 

FIRST  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

August  26.  Mr.  Tappan,  from  the  joint  committee 
on  the  library,  reported,  with  amendments,  the  reso- 
lution for  the  distribution  of  the  printed  returns  of 
the  6th  census. 

The  fortification  bill  was  taken  up, the  question  being 
on  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the  house,  and 
after  brief  remarks  by  various  senators,  was  laid 
over  till  to-morrow. 

The  distribution  and  pre-emption  bill  was  again 
taken  up;  the  question  being  on  its  passage, 

Messrs.  Cuthbert,  McRobcrts  and  Young , opposed 
the  bill. 

Some  remarks  were  made  on  collateral  issues,  by 
Messrs.  dlrcher,  Sevier,  Linn  and  Clay. 

Mr.  Rives  advocated,  and  Mr.  Benton  at  length  op- 
posed the  bill.  Without  concluding  his  remarks,  the 
latter  gentleman  gave  way  to  a motion  from  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Ala.  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
motion  would  not  prevail,  as  an  adjournment  was 
agreed  to  yesterday,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  should  be  taken 
to-day. 

The  motion  was  negatived:  yeas  15,  nays  31. 

Mr.  Benton  then  resumed  his  remarks,  which,  af- 
ter being  continued  at  some  length,  he  concluded  by 
moving  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  the  “bamboozling”  pre-emption  sections, 
and  insert  sections  containing  the  pre-emption  and 
graduation  principles. 

This  motion  failed:  yeas  22,  nays  29. 

The  bill  was  then  finally  passed,  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans. 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge— 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Preston,  Sevier, 
Smith, of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

August  27.  The  president  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Washington,  with  re- 
gard to  the  disorderly  proceedings  near  the  presi- 
dent’s house,  on  the  night  ensuing  the  veto  of  the 
bank  bill;  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  for 
the  funeral  expenses  of  William  Henry  Harrison, 
was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  for 
the  post  office  department,  was  twice  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  post  offices  and  post 
roads. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the  returns  of 
the  6th  census,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  house  concurred  in,  and  also  an  additional 
amendment  increasing  the  number  of  copies. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  “relating  to  duties  and 
drawbacks,”  was  announced,  as  the  general  order, 
and  after  some  conversation,  taken  up. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  first  in 
order.  The  first  of  these,  was  to  take  from  the  list 
of  articles  exempted  from  the  proposed  duty,  of 
twenty  per  cent,  the  following:  gold  and  silver,  and 
other  watches,  and  parts  of  watches,  gold  and  silver 
lace  and  embroidery,  laces  of  thread,  silk  or  cotton, 
and  all  articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold  or 
silver,  gems  and  precious  stones,  pearls  of  all  kinds 
when  set,  jewelry,  and  including  paste.”  (The  ef- 
fect of  the  amendment  is  to  expose  these  to  the  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent.) 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  committee 
after  consideration  had  thought  best,  that  the  rate  of 
duty  on  these  articles  should  be  increased.  They 
were  articles,  which  were  liable  to  be  smuggled,  and 
from  this  cause,  he  did  not  know  as  an  increase  of 
duty  on  them  would  produce  more  revenue  than  the 
present  rates.  They  had  had  various  petitions  on 
the  subject,  some  desiring,  others  opposing  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  these  articles.  But  most  of  the 
persons  dealing  in  them  were  extremely  anxious  that 
they  should  be  subjected  to  higher  duty;  and  more- 
over, he  believed  that  economical  considerations  re- 
quired a higher  duty  on  them  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
venue. It  was  from  this  reason  that  the  committee 
had  proposed  the  amendment,  on  which  it  was  for 
the  senate  to  decide, 

Mr.  Wright  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  amend- 
ment, from  no  feeling  to  favor  the  articles  by  exempt- 
ing them  from  duty,  but  from  representations  of  some 


of  the  largest  dealers  in  these  articles  in  New  York; 
that  a 20  per  cent,  duty  on  them,  would  not  yield  as 
much  revenue  as  a duty  of  12)  per  cent.;  and  that 
this  would  not  yield  as  much  as  a duty  of  five  or  six 
per  cent.  They  based  this  opinion  on  the  ground 
that  these  being  articles  of  very  great  value,  and  of 
small  compass,  were  very  likely  to  be  smuggled,  and 
would  be  almost  entirely,  if  the  duty  were  increased. 
A package  of  15  or  16  inches  square,  might  be  worth 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  and  might  be  smuggled 
beyond  the  possibility  of  detection.  This  increase  of 
duty  would  make  an  established  system  of  smuggling 
these  articles,  and  thus  entirely  derange  the  trade, 
and  destroy  those  men  who  had  too  much  principle  to 
enter  into  this  system.  He  should  therefore  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  amendment  would  be  disposed 
of  as  the  senate  thought  proper;  he  would,  however, 
ask  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  it  was  a question  which  had 
created  considerable  excitement,  that  the  opinions  of 
senators  might  be  seen.  The  committee  had  had  be- 
fore them  when  this  matter  was  under  consideration, 
some  intelligent  dealers  in  these  articles,  who  were 
decidedly  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  duty.  He 
had  told  them  he  believed  it  would  encourage  smug- 
gling, and  not  add  to  the  revenue;  but  they  believed 
they  could  prevent  this.  They  knew  the  principal 
importers  of  these  goods,  and  they  intended  to  make 
an  arrangement  among  the  dealers  throughout  the 
country,  to  assist  the  collector  in  detecting  the 
smuggling  that  might  be  committed,  and  bringing 
those  engaged  in  it  to  punishment.  Under  this  con- 
sideration, he  believed  it  would  operate  beneficially 
to  increase  the  duty.  These  articles  produced  but 
little  duty  at  any  rate,  and  they  had  proposed  this  in- 
crease on  them  as  their  exemption  from  duty  was 
the  cause  of  some  dissatisfaction  throughout  the 
country;  it  was  believed  these  ought  more  properly 
to  be  taxed  than  many  other  articles.  He  hoped  the 
provision  would  be  retained,  but  it  was  for  the  se- 
nate to  decide.  He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  thought  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  would  see  that,  as  they  were  not  prepared 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  better  to 
put  it  over  till  Monday,  or  to  to-morrow;  let  some 
time  be  fixed,  and  they  could  have  opportunity  to  exa- 
mine it.  He  agreed  with  the  Senator  that  it  was  impor- 
tant to  give  satisfaction  to  the  people;  but  the  best 
manner  to  do  this,  was  to  go  on  and  do  their  duty. — 
He  opposed  putting  the  duty  on  these  articles,  for, 
however  vigilant  the  dealers  might  be,  they  could 
not  prevent  smuggling.  They  would  be  entirely 
smuggled,  if  the  duty  were  25  per  cent.  He  would 
do  what  was  right,  and  if  any  one  would  move  it,  he 
would  vote  to  reduce  the  duty  to  5 per  cent,  and  we 
should  then  raise  more  revenue  from  them.  He 
hoped  the  senator  would  put  over  the  subject  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  merely  proposed  to  commence 
the  work  now,  and  take  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee.  The  question  on  this  was 
plain,  and  every  senator  must  understand  it.  It  was 
merely  whether  a duty  on  jewelry  and  luxuries 
should  be  increased  to  25  per  cent,  or  not.  It  could 
admit  of  no  argument,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss it. 

Mr.  Henderson  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  as  these  articles  would  not  bear  such  a 
duty;  the  increase  of  which,  by  encouraging  smug- 
gling, would  not  add  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  should  vote  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  the  argument  against  this — 
that  it  would  tend  to  an  increase  of  smuggling, 
would  cut  into  the  whole ’bill,  and  equally  apply  to 
sewing  silk  and  all  other  articles.  They  should  do 
their  duty,  and  when  the  revenue  needed  an  increase, 
they  ought  to  levy  higher  duties,  on  the  proper  arti- 
cles, and  then  provide  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
law,  and  the  prevention  of  smuggling. 

Mr.  Jlllen  should  vote  for  this  amendment.  He 
thought  the  increase  of  duty  to  20  per  cent,  would 
tend  to  no  more  smuggling  than  a duty  of  ten  per 
cent.  He  looked  on  the  bill  as  a most  odious  mea- 
sure— as  an  attempt  to  tax  the  necessaries  of  life  for 
distribution.  He  had  no  apprehension  of  the  result 
of  appealing  to  the  people  on  this  subject;  and  he 
now  gave  notice  that  when  the  distribution  hill  and 
the  tariff  bill  would  become  a law — when  a duty  of 
20  per  cent,  should  be  levied  on  the  necessaries  of 
life,  for  distribution  for  the  benefit  of  British  bankers, 
he  would  introduce  a bill  to  repeal  both  acts. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. If  they  were  to  exempt  any  class  of  articles 
from  duties,  it  ought  to  bo  those  which  were  con- 
sumed by  the  poorer  class  of  people.  The  only  ob- 
jection ho  had  heard  against  this  amendment  was, 
that  it  would  increase  the  smuggling  of  these  arti- 
cles, He  did  not  know  how  great  an  effect  of  this 
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kind  would  be  likely  to  be  produced,  but  he  believed 
these  articles  ought  to  be  taxed,  and  provision  made 
against  the  smuggling. 

Mr.  King  should  vote  on  the  measures  presented 
to  him  on  their  merits,  without  looking  to  their  poli- 
tical effects^  He  believed  the  rate  of  duty  now  ex- 
isting would  yield  more  revenue  than  an  increase. — 
They  ought  to  shape  their  duties  so  that  there  might 
be  a fair  and  honorable  competition  in  the  market, 
and  not  an  advantage  given  to  the  dishonest  over  the 
honest.  This  measure  would  lead  to  smuggling. — 
No  one  could  doubt  it.  It  must  be  the  effect  of  it, 
and  it  would  not  add  to  the  revenue.  Why,  then, 
was  it  introduced?  For  political  effect,  that  they 
might  hold  out  to  the  people  the  idea  that  they  in- 
creased the  duty  on  luxuries?  He  should  vote  for  a 
proper  duty  on  articles,  and  a duty  which  would  be 
collected.  He  asked  his  friends  of  the  cotton-grow- 
ing regions  whether  they  were  prepared  to  lay  the 
highest  duties  on  articles  for  which  they  exchanged 
their  cotton?  It  would  of  necessity  tend  to  impair 
the  sale  of  their  productions.  As  to  laying  taxes  on 
articles  of  first  necessity,  if  they  could  be  exempted, 
consistently  with  the  demand  for  revenue,  they  ought 
to  be  exempted.  He  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  intended  on  this  question  to  pursue 
rigidly  the  line  of  duty.  It  was  a great  question, 
and  should  not  be  diverted  to  the  right  or  left. — 
Ought  they,  as  statesmen,  to  do  an  act  which  would 
end  in  unqualified  smuggling,  and  not  bring  in  a dol- 
lar to  the  treasury?  At  the  beginning  of  government 
these  articles  bore  but  5,  6,  or  7 per  cent,  duty;  so  it 
ought  to  be  now,  and  it  would  produce  more  reve- 
nue. To  go  further,  he  would  say,  he  did  not  feel 
any  obligation  to  vote  for  any  duty  because  of  this 
sudden  emergency.  He  should  vote  as  if  it  was  a 
permanent  provision,  and  not  looking  to  exigencies. 
This  necessity  had  been  produced  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration— it  was  of  their  making,  and  he  should 
vote  for  this  as  if  he  wei’e  settling  the  taxes,  and  as 
if  the  gentlemen  had  done  their  duty,  and  had  not  by 
extravagance  and  distribution  created  a deficiency  in 
the  treasury,  for  which  they  were  responsible.  A 
rate  of  duty  of  121  per  cent,  was  a fair  rate,  as  an 
average;  some  articles  to  be  increased,  and  some  re- 
duced from  that. 

Mr.  Benton  said  this  bill  had  been  held  back  till  the 
distribution  had  been  passed,  and  thus  a pretext  made 
for  it.  There  was  no  deficiency  till  they  had  passed 
the  land  bill,  which  was  a fraud  in  itself,  and  wrould 
operate  to  distribute  not  only  land  revenue,  but  was 
cutting  deep  into  the  custom  house  revenue.  In  vio- 
lation of  our  rules,  when  two  bills  had  preference, 
this  had  been  taken  up,  to  increase  taxes;  and  that 
was  in  accordance  with  the  other  measures  of  the 
session.  He  should  give  every  vote  to  keep  all  the 
commodities  of  life  as  low  as  they  were  in  the  glori- 
ous times  of  Van  Buren  and  Jackson.  This  new  tariff 
would  prove  to  be  the  most  causeless,  heartless  and 
wicked,  that  ever  had  existed;  for  while  former  tariffs 
were  laid  on  some  articles,  they  spared  those  used  by 
the  poor. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment 
adopted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington,  Linn,  McRoberts.  Man- 
gum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Phelps 
Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  While, 
Williams,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Young — 41. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Henderson,  King,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Wiight — 5. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  bill  was  then 
passed  informally,  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity 
for  its  examination. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  in  which 
they  were  occupied  during  the  day. 

August  28.  Mr.  Choate  presented  a memorial  from 
merchants  of  Boston,  asking  that  additional  duties 
might  not  be  imposed  on  articles  which  had  been 
shipped.  Laid  on  the  table  and  order  to  be  priuted. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  making 
appropriations  for  the  outfit  of  diplomatic  agents  was 
read  a first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  statue  of  Washington,  by  Greenough,  was  read 
a first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  library. 

The  fortification  bill  was  then  taken  up;  and  the 
amendment  of  the  house  having  been  read,  Mr.  Pres- 
ton explained  that  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
had  recommended'that  the  senate  disagree  with  the 
amendments  made  to  the  house,  and  insist  on  their 
amendments,  which  had  been  stricken  out  by  the 
house,  for  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  a Purvey 
of  the  southwestern  frontier,  inland  and  maritime 


borders;  and  an  appropriation  of  $75,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a site  for  a western,  southwestern  and  north- 
western armory. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Prentiss, 
Wright,  Huntington,  Buchanan,  Evans,  King,  Linn, 
Preston,  Huntington,  Calhoun  and  Pierce;  when  Mr. 
Preston  asked  that  the  question  be  taken  on  the  items 
separately. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  house  in  the  following  amendment: 

“For  purchase  of  a site,  and  for  barracks  and  de- 
fensive works,  at  or  near  Buffalo,  N.  York,  $50,000.” 
On  this  qustion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
when  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Bates,  Choate,  Clay, 
of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington,  Linn,  More- 
head,  Mouton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wal- 
ker, White,  Woodbridge  Wright,  Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Kerr, 
King,  McRoberts,  Miller,  Nicholson,  Pieice,  Preston, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Woodbury — 18. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the  fol- 
lowing amendments,  and  carried,  without  a division: 
“For  fortifications  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain, 
and  purchase  of  site,  $75,000.” 

“For  defensive  works,  barracks  and  other  neces- 
sary buildings,  and  purchase  of  a site  for  a depot,  at 
or  near  the  junction  of  the  Matawankeag  and  Penob- 
scot rivers,  Maine,  $25,000.” 

Mr.  Preston  said  that  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  of  the  senate  recommended  that  the  senate  in- 
sist on  their  amendments,  which  the  house  had  strick- 
en out. 

One  of  these  amendments,  viz:  making  an  appro- 
priation of  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  surveys  on  the 
southwestern  inland,  and  maritime  frontiers,  for  pur- 
poses of  defence,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Mouton  expressed  his  surprise  that  this  item 
should  have  been  left  out  by  the  house,  and  hoped 
that  the  senate  would  persist  in  retaining  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  sent  to  the  chair  a letter  from  the  war  de- 
partment, in  order  to  convince  the  senate  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  measure. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  senate’s  in- 
sisting on  its  amendment,  it  was  carried,  without  a 
division. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  senate  was  the  appro- 
priation of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a site  for  a western,  southwestern  or  north- 
western armory. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  this  amendment  would  not  be  in- 
sisted on.  He  was  against  the  expense,  in  the  first 
place,  in  the  present  state  of  the  treasury;  and,  if  the 
selection  were  left  to  the  president,  it  would  be  left 
to  a secretary,  who  in  turn  would  leave  it  to  a head 
of  a bureau,  when,  in  a matter  so  important,  congress 
shold  retrain  control.  Besides,  $75,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a site  was  a most  enormous  price,  and  look- 
ed like  a job  to  somebody  who  had  property  to  sell 
at  ten  times  its  value;  and  then  all  that  money  was 
only  for  a commencement. 

Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Allen  and  Woodbridge 
spoke  in  favor  of  insisting  on  the  amendment,  and 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Morehead  was  oposed  to  insisting, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  insisting  on  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthhert,  Fulton,  Henderson,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Preston,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Whie, 
Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum.  Mdler,  Morehead.  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Simtnons.  Smith,  of  Indiana — 19. 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  for 
the  repair  of  the  Potomac  bridge  was  read  a first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  carry  in  effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
with  Mexico  was  returned  with  amendments  from  the 
house,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Rives  soon  after  reported  the  bill  back  to  the 
senate,  recommending  that  the  amendments  be  con* 
curred  in;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  finally 
passed. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up. 

The  first  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  exempting  palm  leaf  from  duty. 

Mr.  Clay  said  this  was  an  article  of  but  little  value, 
and  was  used  by  the  girls  of  the  nation  iij  making 
bonnets  and  hats. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  boraic  acid  was  inserted 
among  the  articles  to  be  exempted. 

Another  amendment,  which  prevailed,  was  to  in- 
sert sumac  among  the  exceptions,  as  not  liable  to  duty. 


On  this  amendment  a debate  sprung  up,  in  which 
Messrs.  Woodbury,  Calhoun,  Clay  and  Walker  partici- 
pated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  words  “oil  of”  was 
stricken  out,  and  cloves  only  admitted,  on  the  ground 
that  the  oil  was  a manufactured  article. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  so  as  to  insert  bleaching  powder  and  cream  of 
tartar  in  the  bill,  and  of  course  exempting  them  from 
duty. 

Mr.  Woodbury  would  submit  an  amendment,  which 
he  did  not  desire  to  have  considered  then,  but  to  lay 
over  until  Monday.  It  was  to  insert  among  the  list 
of  free  articles  tea  and  coffee,  and  that  the  duty  oa 
salt  and  molasses  be  reduced  one-half  from  the  year 
1842  to  1845;  after  which  to  be  entirely  exempted. 

Mr.  Benton  sent  an  amendment  to  the  chair,  to  the 
effect  that  coarse  blankets  should  be  admitted  free  of 
duty. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  induced  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. Within  the  limits  of  the  compromise  act,  he 
would  protect  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  It 
was  well  known  that  there  was  iron  in  Pennsylvania 
equal  to  the  best  English  iron  for  rail  roads,  enough 
indeed  to  supply  the  whole  world.  The  amendment 
he  would  offer  he  desired  to  come  in  at  the  5th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

The  effect  of  this  amendment  was  to  repeal  all  the 
laws  which  admitted  iron  for  rail  roads  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  have 
any  objection  to  this  amendment.  The  policy  was, 
w here  there  was  a large  amount  of  revenue  on  hand, 
to  admit  this  article  free  of  duty  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  rail  roads.  But  as  there  was  a large  quan- 
tity of  iron  in  this  country,  and  extensive  manufac- 
tures, he  thought  he  should  support  the  proposition, 
particularly  as  it  would  add  very  considerably  to  the 
revenue. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  support  it  if  there  was  no 
iron  in  the  country.  Was  there  any  reason  why  cor- 
porations should  have  this  article  free  of  duty,  while 
the  farmer  was  subjected  to  a tax  on  the  iron  used  in 
his  ploughs?  In  Pennsylvania  there  were  immense 
beds  of  this  iron  ore,  beside  the  coal,  and  he  hoped 
that  a duty  would  be  placed  on  rail  road  as  well  as 
on  any  other  iron. 

Mr.  King  made  some  remarks,  understood  to  be  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment.  The  question  was  not 
whether  there  was  iron  in  Pennsylvania,  but  was  it 
I manufactured  so  as  to  create  a proper  supply  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  these  roads? 

Mr.  Huntington  would  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  let  the  subject  lie  over  until  the  first 
of  the  week;  which  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in, 
and  the  bill  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  Sevier  asked  the  senate  to  indulge  him  in  tak- 
ing up  the  bill  in  which  one  of  his  Choctaw  constitu- 
ents was  deeply  interested — he  had  been  waiting  here 
for  a long  time  in  expectation  of  having  it  acted  on. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  outstanding  Choc- 
taw reservations,  under  the  nineteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  of  September,  1830. 

Mr.  Sevier  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill  and 
advocated  it  with  great  zeal. 

Mr.  Henderson  spoke  in  opposition,  and  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Walker  in  its  favor,  but  the  senate  ad- 
journed without  taking  any  question. 

August  30.  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a meeting  held  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  ex- 
pressive of  the  disapprobation  of  the  leading  mea- 
sures of  the  present  session,  &c.;  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from  the  manufac- 
turers of  bleaching  powders,  asking  that  a duty  may 
be  imposed  on  that  article. 

Mr.  Simmons  also  presented  one  to  the  same 
effect. 

Mr.  Woodbury  also  one  of  similar  character,  re- 
lating to  bleaching  powders  and  chloride  of  lime. 

Mr,  Tappan  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  some  days  since,  in  relation  to  fixing 
the  time  of  adjournment. 

On  this  question  a few  remarks  were  made,  and 
the  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  vote 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthberf,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pieree,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury, 
Wright.  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Berrien, Choa’e, Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Hunting- 
ton,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White— 29. 

Mr.  Kerr,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  back  the  bill,  which  had  been  recommitted 
some  days  since,  recommendinga  concurrence  in  the 
amendments  of  the  house,  which,  on  motion,  were 
considered  and  agreed  to, 
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Mr.  Berrien,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  house  for  the  better 
collection,  safe  keeping,  and  transfer  of  the  public 
money,  by  means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the 
Fiscal  Corporation  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
should  move  to  call  it  up  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up,  the  motion 
pending  being  that  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  repeal  the 
laws  admitting  rail  road  iron  free  of  duty,  and  sub- 
jecting it  to  a duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
so  that  the  measure  was  not  to  take  effecton  any  rail 
road  iron  imported  prior  to  the  1st  of  December,  1841. 

On  this  amendment  a long  and  animated  discussion 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Cuthbert,  Hunting- 
ton,  Miller,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Walker,  King,  Fulton, 
Sevier,  Preston,  and  others  participated,  when  the 
question  having  been  taken  on  Mr.  Huntington's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Huntington,  on  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  when  the  vote  stood 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Barrow,  Benton,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Graham,  Kerr,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Morehead,  Nicholson,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  White,  Woodbridge, 
Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bates,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Henderson,  Hunting- 
ton,  Miller,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon, Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright 
—20. 

An  amendment  was  then  offered  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Buchanan,  making  the  repeal  inoperative 
where  roads  had  been  commenced. 

This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  as  rendering 
his  amendment  a mere  nullity. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Bates,  in  favor  of 
the  amendment, 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, stating  that  they  had  concurred  in  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  land  bill,  with  the 
exception  of  three. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  lay  the  revenue 
bill  on  the  table,  with  a view  to  take  up  the  land  bill; 
which  motion  was  carried. 

The  land  bill  having  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  moved  that  the  senate  recede  from  the 
amendments  to  which  the  house  had  disagreed. 

On  this  motion  a spirited  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  King,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Fulton,  Clay,  Cal- 
houn, Sevier,  Benton,  Woodbury,  and  Dixon  took  part, 
when  the  vote  was  taken  on  receding  from  the 
amendments  and  carried,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Hun'ington,  Kerr,  Mangum.  Mer- 
rick, Miiler,  Morehead,  Porter,  Rives  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge 
—25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholson, Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  Young — 18. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

August  31.  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  house  making  appropriation  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  funeral  ot  the  late  president 
of  the  U.  States,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  then  considered,  and  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house 
making  appropriations  for  the  use  o(  the  post  office 
department  with  an  amendment.  Mr.  H.  asked  to 
have  the  amendments  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Cullwun  would  rather  the  senator  would  let  it 
lie  over;  it  was  an  important  bill,  and  required  to  be 
looked  into. 

Mr.  Henderson  explained  the  amendment.  It  was 
simply  that  #15,000  of  the  money  should  be  appro- 
priated to  enable  the  auditor  to  purchase  books,  and 
bring  up  the  business  which  is  in  arrearage. 

Mr.  Woodbury  desired  that  it  might  lie  over.  Jt 
was  the  first  time  in  half  a century  that  hall  a mil- 
lion had  been  asked  from  the  treasury  to  make  up  a 
deficiency.  1 !c  thought  it  better  that  the  bill  should 
lie  oyer. 

Mr.  Henderson  would  not  consent.  He  asked  that 
the  amendment,  at  least,  should  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  insisted  that  it  was  a bill  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  postmaster  general  #150,000 
to  supply  a contingency,  and  reflected  severely  on  the 
postmaster  general. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  orders  of  the  day  would  not 
be  passed  over  to  take  up  the  bill.  It  made  a great 


innovation  on  long  established  principle,  which  was 
well  worth  the  mature  deliberation  of- the  senate. 

Mr.  Walker  hoped  the  bill  would  be  taken  up. — 
Some  of  his  constituents  had  money  due  for  some 
time,  which  ought  to  be  paid.  There  was  some  dan- 
ger, if  the  bill  was  not  acted  on  at  once,  that  it  would 
not  be  acted  on  at  all  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  cheerfully  take  up  the  bill. 

If  money  was  due  to  the  contractors,  he  was  desirous 
that  it  should  be  paid. 

The  debate  was  continued  for  some  time,  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  postponing  the  orders  to 
take  up  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

A long  and  animated  discussion  then  ensued  on  the 
amendment  of  the  committee,  in  which  Messrs.  Bu- 
chanan, Linn,  and  others  participated;  when  Mr.  Clay 
moved  to  insert  a provision  that  nothing  in  the  amend- 
ment should  be  so  construed  that  the  clerks  were  to 
be  continued  beyond  one  year. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  King, 
Clayton,  Henderson,  Benton,  Evans  and  others,  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton, Huntington,  Evans  and  others. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Clinate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller.  Morehead,  Phelps,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  oflndiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Talhnadge, 
White,  Woodbridge.  Young — 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  ol  Alab.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith,  ol  Connecticut,  Tap 
pan.  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright, — 18. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
amount  inserted  in  the  bill,  and  substitute  #347,537 
35.  Mr.  C.  predicated  this  amount  on  the  ground 
that  this  sum  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  ar- 
rearages now  due. 

Mr.  Henderson  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay 
at  length. 

Messrs.  Buchanan,  Benton,  Evans  and  Walker  fol- 
lowed. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholson,  Pierce.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
Wondburv,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Btrrien 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evan 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Simmons,  Smith,  of 
Ind.  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  a proviso  which  would 
go  to  have  this  sum  paid  to  the  treasury  in  three  an- 
nual instalments. 

This  proposition  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Henderson  and  Woodbury;  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  and  decid- 
ed in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young 

— 20: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Prestonp Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  oi  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
hridge — 26. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  that 
the  money  advanced  should  not  he  deducted  from  any 
sums  which  the  post  office  had  heretofore  advanced 
to  the  treasury.  On  this  question  the  vote  stood  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  King,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Phelps, 
Pierce,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wal- 
ker. Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien 
Choate.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clavton,  l)xon,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind. 
Tallmadge,  VVItile,  Woodbridge — 26. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  an  amendment  which  went 
to  restrict  the  franking  privilege  of  members  of  con- 
gress to  thirty  days  alter  they  shall  have  ceased  to 
have  been  members. 

On  this  amendment  a long  and  animated  discus- 
sion ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Benton,  Henderson, 
Bates,  Huodbury,  Wright,  Clay,  Buchanan  and  others 
participated;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  its 
adoption,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Y MAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRonerts,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevior,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright — 19. 
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NAYS — Mess's.  Archer.  Banow.  Bates,  Bern. 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clavton,  Dixon,  Evans,  G 
ham,  Hendereon,  Huntington.  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mill 
Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres 
of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge.  \VI 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  b( 
ed;  when  Mr.  Henderson  having  t 
on  the  passage.  Mr.  Clay , of  Alabama  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

And  the  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer.  Barrow.  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choaie,  Clay, of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum.  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Prenti>s,  Fusion.  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27. 

NaYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 15. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  for 
the  repair  of  the  Potomac  bridge,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  adjourn,  the  re- 
venue bill  was  taken  up,  and  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  Clay,  Buchana)i  and  Woodbury,  tire  se- 
nate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Aug.  26.  Mr.  Aaron  V.  Brown  asked 
the  house  to  excuse  him  from  further  service  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  elections. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  lie  was  the  last  of  those  who  had 
served  upon  that  committee  during  the  last  congress; 
and  every  body  knew7  bow  laborious  were  the  du- 
ties which  had  been  performed  by  it. 

Messrs.  Warren  and  Arnold  made  a remark,  under- 
stood to  be  in  objection. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  Mr.  B.  was  excused. 

Mr.  Briggs  ofTered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  at  12  o’clock  M ibis  day  nil  debate  in 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill,  (No.  30),  to  make  ap- 
propriations for  the  pos1  office  department  shall  cease, 
and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  the 
amendments  then  pending,  or  that  may  be  offered  to  said 
bill;  and  the  same  shall  then  be  reported  to  the  house-, 
with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by 
the  committee:  Provided.  That  nothing  in  this  resolution 
shall  prevent  the  committee  trom  reporting  the  bill  to 
the  house  at  an  earlier  hour  it  it  shall  think  fit. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  inserting  “12  o’clock  next  Monday," 
instead  of  this  day. 

On  which  motion  Mr.  A.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  refused. 

Mr.  Women  moved  the  previous  question.  And 
there  wras  a second. 

And  the  main  question,  (being'lirst  on  the  amend- 
ment), was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  decided 
in  the  negative.  So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were:  yeas  62,  nays  96. 

And  tlie  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  98,  nays  66.  So  the  reso- 
lution wras  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  in  the  chair),  and  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  post  office  department. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  following  amend- 
ment heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Gilmer: 

“ Provided , That  the  money  hereby  appropriated 
shall  he  accounted  for  by  the  post  office  department 
hereafter,  when  the  condition  of  its  funds  shall  per- 
mit; and  be  refunded  into  the  treasury,  or  deducted 
from  any  sums  which  the  post  office  department  may 
heretofore  have  paid  into  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor;  which,  however,  he  yielded  lor  purposes  of  ex- 
planation to  Mr.  Bolts,  who  said  he  would  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  committee  only  a few  minutes. 

Mr.  1$.  then  replied  to  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Cushing,  yesterday,  and  concluded  with  an  appeal  to 
the  comntittee  to  postpone  any  further  debate  on  po- 
litical matters;  that  they  would  return  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter under  consideration,  and  pass  the  hill 
promptly.  It  was  duo  to  the  credit  ot  the  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  its  suffering  creditors,  that  this 
should  be  done.  The  bill  was  a proper  one,  and  he 
should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  then  took  the  floor  in 
supiiprl  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wattcrson,  then  obtained  the  floor  and  continu- 
ed until  cut  off  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  twelve. 
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At  which  hour,  the  committee,  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  the  house  of  this  day,  proceeded  without  fur- 
ther debate  to  vote  on  the  amendments  pending  or 
that  might  be  offered. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Gilmer. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Gilmer , by  striking  out  the  latter  part  thereof, 
in  the  following  words: 

“Or  deducted  from  any  sums  which  the  post  office 
department  may  heretofore  have  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury.” 

The  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood;  ayes  75, 
noes  75;  a tie. 

The  chairman  then  voted  in  the  negative,  and  the 
vote  stood:  ayes,  75  noes  76.  So  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Gilmer,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  ayes 
107,  noes  not  counted.  So  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  amount  appropriated  from 
$497,650  to  the  sum  of  $347,000.  Which  amend- 
ment, by  yeas  72,  noes  79,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKay  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  insert  the  following: 

“That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  authorised,  in  case  it  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  post  office  department  to  meet  its  present 
engagements  and  pay  its  debts,  to  cause  a sum  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand 
dollars  of  the  money  which  may  be  borrowed  in  exe- 
cution of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  authorising  a loan 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
approved  July  21st,  1841,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
such  department  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to 
be  reimbursable  out  of  the  accruing  funds  of  the  de- 
partment; the  said  money  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  second  section  of  the  ‘act  to 
change  the  organization  of  the  post  office  department, 
and  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  thereof,  passed  July  2,  1836.’  ” 

Which  amendment,  by  ayes  60,  noes  88,  was  re- 
jected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  with  the  amendments  to  the 
house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  its  amendments,  and  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  Mr.  Briggs  moved 
the  previous  question.  And  there  was  a second. 

And  on  the  main  question,  (being  first  on  concur- 
ring with  the  committee  in  its  amendments).  Mr. 

-"Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
121,  nays  47.  So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  now. 

And  having  been  read  a third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  “Shall  the  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Snyder  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landoff  W.  An- 
drews, Sherlock  .1.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Ayc- 
rigg,  Babcock,  Banks,  Barnard,  Barion,  Bidlack,  Birds- 
eye, Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Bronson,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown, 
William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  John  Campbell, 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers.  Chittenden,  John  C. 
Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cross,  Cush- 
ing, Win.  C.  Dawson,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett, 
Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gam- 
ble, Gentry,  Gilmer,  Gqggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gra- 
ham, Green,  Greig,  Gustine,  Habersham,  Hall,  llalsted, 
William  S.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hudson, 
James  Irvine,  William  W.  Irwin,  James,  Ji  hn  P.  Ken- 
nedy, King,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Mallory, 
Samson  Mason,  John  Thompson  Mason,  Mathiot.  Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmemer,  Powell,  Proffit, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Ren- 
cher,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Saunders,  Shep- 
perd, Simonton,  Slade,  Smith,  Stokeley,  Stratton,  A. 
H.  H Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Somers,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  Washington,  Watterson,  Edw.  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  Wood,  Yorke,  A.  Young,  John  Young — 127. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bowne,  Boyd, 
Charles  Brown,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Daniel,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Doan,  Doig.  Eastman,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  William  O.  G >ode,  Gordon,  Harris, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Jack,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keitn,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand.  Miller,  New- 
hard,  Payne,  Plutner,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Sanford, 
Shaw,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweeney,  Turney, 
Van  Buren,  Ward.  Westbrook— 43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Botts,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey  in  the  chair),  and  af- 
ter some  struggle  for  priority  of  business,  the  com- 


mittee took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
funeral  expenses  of  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States,  (general  William  H.  Harrison). 

And  tne  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  Bolts 
explained  the  grounds  of  the  bill.  The  marshal  of 
the  district  had,  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
provided  all  things  necessary  to  the  funeral  cere- 
monies of  the  late  lamented  president.  The  accounts 
having  been  presented,  the  secretary  directed  them 
to  be  laid  before  congress:  they  had  been  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  the  present 
bill  was  reported  by  order  of  that  committee.  The 
accounts  had  all  been  printed.  Mr.  B.  considered 
them  all  as  very  extravagant,  but  the  bill  did  not 
direct  they  should  be  paid  until  they  had  been  duly 
audited.  The  total  amount  was  a little  over  $3,000. 

The  explanation  having  been  made,  the  committee, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Botts,  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house,  where  it  underwent  some  slight  discussion. 
An  effort  was  made  to  postpone  its  further  conside- 
ration to  Monday  next;  which  did  not  succeed. 

A motion  was  made  to  submit  the  accounts  to  be 
audited  by  the  marshal;  but  it  was  rejected  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  60,  nays  94. 

When,  after  a desultory  conversation,  it  was  agreed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Broadman,  of  Connecticut,  to  adopt 
a substitute  for  the  bill,  which  submitted  the  ac- 
counts to  be  audited  and  paid  by  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Underwood  opposed  the  bill.  And  was  answer- 
ed by  Mr.  Pope. 

When  Mr.  Botts  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
having  been  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  its  engrossment,  read  a third  time  by  its 
title,  and  passed  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  S. 
J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Banks, 
Barnard,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  A.  V.  Brown,  Mil- 
ton  Brown,  Win.  Butler,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caru- 
thers, Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  S.  N.  Clark,  Clifford, 
Clinton,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel,  R. 
D.  Davis,  W.  C.  Dawson.  Deberry,  Doig,  J.  Edwards, 
Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Gamble.  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  P.  G.  Goode,  Graham 
Green,  Greig,  Gustine,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hen- 
ry, Howard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Hunt,  IntrersoH,  W.  W. 
Irwin,  James,  I.  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kins?, 
Lane,  Lawrence.  Linn.  Littlefield,  R.  McClellan,  Mallo- 
ry, S.  Mason,  John  T.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks, 
Maxwell.  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ram- 
sey, B.  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Rey- 
nolds, Ridgway,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade.  Stokely,  Stratton,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Sutn'er,  Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thompson, 
R.  W.  Thompson,  Tillinehast,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Warren, 
Washington.  E.  D.  White.  J.  L.  White,  T.  W.  Wil- 
liams, L Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wood, 
Yorke,  J.  Young — 123. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bowne,  Chas. 
Brown,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Eastman,  Chas.  A.  Floyd, 
Gerry.  William  O.  Goode,  Harris,  Houston.  Keim.  A 
McClellan,  McKay,  Mathews.  Newhard,  Payne,  Red 
ing,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Snyder,  Underwood — 23. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  chair),  and  took 
up  the  bill  in  relation  to  placing  the  statue  of  Wash- 
ington in  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Gilmer  went  into  a 
full  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  the  bill,  quoting 
from  the  documents  in  support  of  the  several  items  of 
appropriation  contained  in  it;  which  were:  1.  For  the 
preparation  and  execution  of  the  work.  2.  For  freight. 
And,  3.  For  the  removal  of  the  statue  from  the  navy 
yard,  and  its  erection  in  the  rotundo. 

The  bill  underwent  several  amendments  as  to  the 
sums  appropriated,  on  account  of  demurrage  of  the 
vessel,  &c.  also  for  an  iron  railing  to  surround  the 
statue  when  erected  in  the  rotundo. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  rescind  a for- 
mer resolution  which  had  required  the  statue  to  be 
erected  in  the  centre  of  the  rotundo,  and  permitting 
it  to  be  placed  in  such  other  part  of  that  apartment 
as  might  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 
Mr.  Greenough,  the  sculptor,  in  a letter  to  a com- 
mittee of  congress,  had  suggested  that  the  centre 
would  not  be  the  proper  place  for  his  work,  because 
the  light  would  there  fall  vertically  upon  it,  and 
that  a better  position  would  be  midway  between  the 
centre  and  the  door  leading  to  the  library;  and  the 
amendment  left  that  point  discretionary  with  the  se- 
cretary. 

Mr.  Holmes  opposed  the  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  any  other  location  of  the  statue  than  the  centre 
of  the  rotundo  would  destroy  the  symmetry  of  that 
magnificent  saloon,  and  more  than  counterbalance 
any  disadvantage  from  the  direction  of  the  rays  of 
light. 


[ Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  formerly  concurred  in  this 
opinion,  and  had  expressed  it  to  the  house  a few  days 
since,  when  the  bill  was  up.  But,  on  further  exami- 
: nation,  he  had  ascertained  that  there  was  a drip  from 
the  leakage  of  the  glass  lantern  over  the  dome  of  the 
rotundo,  which  would  threaten  the  injury,  if  not 
| eventual  destruction,  of  the  statue  if  placed  under  it, 
and  he  was  therefore  induced  to  yield  the  argument 
derived  from  the  symmetry  of  the  apartment. 

Mr.  Keim  suggested  a difficulty  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  floor  had  been  strengthened  by  arches 
over  the  crypt  below,  (originally  intended  for  the  re- 
ception of  General  Washington’s  remains);  should 
the  immense  weight  of  the  statue,  (not  less  than  20 
tons),  be  placed  at  any  other  point,  the  floor  might 
prove  insufficient  to  sustain  it. 

To  this  it  was  replied  that  there  were  other  arches 
beneath  the  floor,  which  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
endure  the  weight. 

The  amendment  was  finally  agree  to. 

Whereupon,  in  the  midst  of  sundry  suggestions  to 
take  up  other  bills,  and  general  cries  of  “no,  no;  let 
us  rise,”  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house. 

In  the  house  it  forthwith  received  its  third  read- 
ing, and  was  passed.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Aug.  27.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina, 
offered  a resolution  ordering,  that  the  clerk  of  this 
house  should  make  arrangements  for  distributing  the 
seats  among  members  by  lot. 

Messrs.  Morgan,  Hopkins  and  others,  professing 
themselves  well  satisfied  with  their  present  seats,  ob- 
jected to  the  resolution,  and  it  was  therefore  not  re- 
ceived. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Shepperd,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  submitted 
by  Mr.  Levy,  “making  further  provision  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida.”  The  bill 
was  taken  up,  but  was  soon  laid  aside  informally  for 
the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  committee  took  up 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  purchase  of  sites  for 
fortifications  and  for  military  surveys. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  it  was  amended  by 
striking  out  the  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
sites  on  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  at  De- 
troit and  Buffalo — these  appropriations  having  been 
anticipated  by  recent  amendments  to  the  fortification 
bill,  now  passed. 

Mr.  Dawson  suggested  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
the  appropriations  for  the  purchase  from  the  state  of 
New  York  of  sites  and  fortifications  in  New  York 
harbor,  as  he  had  found  by  an  examination  of  revo- 
lutionary claims,  that  a balance  of  $2,000,000  was 
due  from  the  state  of  New  York  to  the  general  go- 
vernment, which,  in  1794,  was  arranged  to  be  paid 
by  fortifications  to  be  erected  by  the  state  of  New 
York  for  the  United  States  government. 

A confused  desultory  debate  on  this  subject  ensued 
between  Messrs.  Dawson,  Fillmore,  Ferris,  Linn  and 
McKay.  The  bill  was  at  length  laid  aside,  without 
any  order  to  report  it. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  inform- 
ing the  house  that  they  had  passed  the  land  bill  with 
amendments.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  the  committee  next 
took  up  the  resolution  for  distribution  of  copies  of 
the  Digest  of  Patents,  which,  without  debate,  was 
ordered  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  outfits  and  salaries  of  diplomatic 
agents. 

Mr.  Gilmer  objected,  and  wished  to  state  his  rea- 
sons, but  was  prevented  by  the  rule  excluding  debate 
on  such  a motion. 

On  the  vote  no  quorum  appeared.  The  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  fact. 

A call  of  the  house  was  ordered — yeas  102,  nays 
57,  but  a quorum  appearing  on  that  vote,  the  call 
was  suspended,  and  the  house  again  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  committee  then  voted  to  take  up  the  diploma- 
tic appropriation  bill — ayes  61,  noes  60. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tions for  charges  to  Naples  and  to  Sardina.  lie  de- 
fended his  motion  by  some  remarks  on  the  extrava- 
gance and  uselessness  of  the  diplomatic  establish- 
ment. 

Messrs.  Fillmore,  Cashing  Tillinghast,  Adams,  Gil- 
mer, Holmes  and  Everett  replied  to  Mr.  Ingersoll. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  without  a division. 

Mr.  King  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$4,000  for  the  support  of  a consul  general  in  Egypt. 
He  advocated  his  amendment  in  a speech  of  conside- 
rable length.  The  amendment  was  rejected. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Fillmore 
and  Cushing,  the  bill  was  laid  aside  and  ordered  to 
be  reported. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported. 
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The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the  Digest  of 
Patents  was  passed. 

The  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  without  amend- 
ment was  ordered  to  a third  reading  then,  and  pass- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson , the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
purchase  of  sites,  and  the  same  was  recommitted  to 
the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Mams,  on  leave,  introduced  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
expenditures  in  the  diplomatic  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  diminishing  the  number  of  ministers  and  other 
diplomatic  agents  abroad,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  that  the  house  would,  by  common 
consent,  take  up  the  land  bill,  and  refer  it  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  and  order  the  amendments  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  it  was  in 
order  to  move  an  amendment? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  negative. 

And  the  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  public  lands,  and  the  amendments  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  again  offered  his  resolution  for 
the  division  of  the  seats  by  lot  among  the  members, 
but  it  was  objected  to,  as  was  also  a substitute  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Pickens,  ordering  all  the  desks  to  be  re- 
moved except  the  outer  row.  The  resolution  being 
objected  to,  it  was  laid  aside. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Arnold  in  the  chair, 
and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  repair  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  which,  without  debate,  was  ordered  to  be 
reported. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  repaving  and  repairing 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue  coming  up  on  the  question 
of  engrossment — 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  were  as  follows:  yeas  75,  nays  83. 
So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  Campbell  said  that  he  did  not  suppose 
the  house  understood  the  question — that  the  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  might  be  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  intended  to  pave  the  principal  part 
of  the  avenue,  whereas,  in  reality,  upon  the  state- 
ment of  the  individual  who  expected  to  obtain  the 
contract,  $15,000  would  only  pave  300  yards  of  it  at 
the  rate  of  36  feet  wide,  which  would,  according  to 
that  computation,  require  an  appropriation  of  $75,000. 

Mr.  Underwood,  having  replied  moved  the  previ- 
ous question.  And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  engrossment) 
was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Aug.  28.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  the  bill  for  repaving  and  repairing  a 
portion  of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  passage  there- 
of— 

Mr.  Yorlce  (the  house,  he  said,  being  very  thin) 
moved  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Hopkins  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion, but  withdrew  the  motion. 

And  the  call  having  been  ordered — the  clerk  call- 
ed the  roll,  and  132  members  answered  to  their 
names. 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  call- 
ed, 171  members  appeared  to  be  present. 

And  then  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were 
suspended. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bil. 

Mr.  Hopkins  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows,  yeas 
69,  nays  103.  So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  on  the  speaker’s  table 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  printed  returns 
of  the  sixth  census,  and  concurred  in  the  amendment 
of  the  senate  (in  relation  to  the  number  of  copies) 
made  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  house  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  senate  bill  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect a convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic. 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  of  this  house, 
to  whom  the  said  bill  had  been  referred,  had  recom- 
mended that  the  enacting  clause  thereof  be  stricken 
out. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  that  recommendation — debate  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  Cushing,  Wise,  Everett, Mams,  Hunt 
and  Tillinghast,  participated. 


[A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  John 
Tyler,  jr.  his  private  secretary.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

And  the  house  refusing  to  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee in  that  recommendation,  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill  was  not  striken  out. 

Mr.  Wise  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill — 

1.  By  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “that,”  in  the 
third  line  of  the  1st  section,  to  the  Words  “the  secre- 
tary,” in  the  1st  line  of  the  2d  section. 

2.  In  the  2d  section  in  the  third  line,  after  the 
word  “awards,”  insert  “as  have  been  or  shall  be 
made,  in  pursuance  of  the  convention  with  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  concluded  at  Washington  the  11th 
day  of  April,  1839,  in  favor  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.” 

And  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following 
words: 

“Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  give  any  rights  to  the  claimants  that  are 
not  conferred  by  said  convention  and  the  act  of  June 
12th,  1840,  and  that  the  substance  of  this  provision 
be  inserted  in  the  certificates  that  may  be  issued.” 

[Abfe.  This  proviso  was  offered  by  Mr.  Everett , 
and  accepted  by  Mr.  Wise  as  a modification  of  his 
amendment.] 

Mr.  G.  Davis  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  previous  question.  And  there 
was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  (being  first  on  the  modified 
amendment  of  Mr.  Wise  was  ordered;  and,  being  ta- 
ken, was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  amend- 
ment, as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing now,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  read  an  act  “in  addition  to”  an 
act,  &c.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Aug.  30.  The  speaker  said  the  first  bu- 
siness in  order  was  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Steenrod  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Marshall  coun- 
ty, protesting  against  the  general  course  of  legisla- 
tion at  the  present  congress;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  this  house  of  the  16th  ult.  transmitting 
a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  ac- 
companying papers,  in  relation  to  removals  from  of- 
fice, &c. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  an 
apendix  to  information  heretofore  received  on  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  Stanly  presented  a petition  from  the  citizens  of 
Washington  county,  North  Carolina,  praying  congress 
to  charter  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Barton,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition  of 
214  citizens  of  Harper’s  Ferry  and  its  vicinity,  re- 
monstrating against  the  continuance  of  a military 
superintendency  over  the  public  works  at  that  place. 
Also,  a petition  from  the  same  place,  signed  by  187 
individuals,  praying  a law  to  authorise  the  continu- 
ance of  a military  superintendent  over  the  public 
armories.  Which  petitions,  on  Mr.  Barton's  mo- 
tion, were  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Morrow , from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  “to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights,”  with  certain  amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  senate,  reported  back  the  same, 
with  a recommendation  that  the  said  amendments 
be  concurred  in  by  this  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  therein — 

Mr.  John  C.  Clark  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  a point  of  order.  He  submitted 
to  the  speaker  that  the  senate  had  changed  the  appro- 
priations made  by  the  house;  that  the  bill  contained 
new  features  of  appropriation,  both  of  land  and  mo- 
ney; and  that,  therefore,  it  must,  under  the  rule  of  the 
house,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  bill,  by  its  provisions,  ap- 
propriated, withoutany  limitation,  theentire  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Wise.  Yes;  but  there  is  a two  per  cent,  fund, 
independent  of  the  proceeds. 

The  speaker.  That  comes  out  of  the  proceeds. 

Mr.  Wise.  But  they  are  distinct  moneys. 

The  speaker.  True;  but  the  bill  upon  its  face  ab- 
sorbs the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands;  it  embraces  the  whole.  The  amendments  of 
the  senate,  it  is  true,  make  a disposition  different  from 
that  of  the  house  of  a portion  of  these  proceeds;  but 
they  do  not  take  one  dollar  more  out  of  the  treasury. 


They  do  not  enlarge  the  appropriation  made  on  the 
face  of  the  bill. 

Further  conversation  on  the  point  of  order  was  cut 
off  by  a motion  of  Mr.  Boyd  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were 
yeas  85,  nays  111. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  As- 
bury  Dickins,  esq.  secretary,  informing  this  house — 

First,  that  the  senate  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled “an  act  to  carry  into  effect  a convention  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic.” 

Also,  that  the  senate  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  taking  of  the  sixth  census. 

Also,  that  the  senate  insisted  upon  the  second  and 
fourth  amendments  made  by  that  body  to  the  bill 
“making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  In- 
dian hostilities,”  and  had  concurred  in  the  other 
amendments  of  the  house  to  the  amendments  of  the 
senate.] 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
John  C.  Clark  for  the  previous  question — Mr.  Bidlack 
renewed  the  point  of  order  in  relation  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  committing  the  bill. 

And  after  some  conversation  on  that  point  between 
Messrs.  Bidlack,  Cave  Johnson,  McKay  and  Lewis  Wil- 
liams— the  speaker  decided  that,  under  the  rule,  it  was 
not  necessary  to  commit  the  bill. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Wise  appealed. 

Mr.  Steenrod  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal; 
which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question,  “shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  107,  nays  82.  So 
the  decision  of  the  speaker  was  affirmed. 

Some  further  conversation  followed  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question. 

When  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John  C. 
Clark  for  the  previous  question  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative.  So  there  was  a second. 

And  on  the  question,  “shall  the  main  question  be 
now  taken?” 

Mr.  Jitherton  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  104,  nays  92. 
So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  taken. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  main  question, 
(being  on  concurring  with  the  senate  in  the  amend- 
ments— Mr.  Wise  asked  that  a separate  question  be 
taken  on  each  amendment,  which  was  ordered. 

And  the  first  amendment  (which  provides  that  the 
territories  of  Winconsin,  Iowa  and  Florida  shall  re- 
ceive their  distributive  share  of  the  proceeds)  was 
concurred  in  without  a division. 

On  the  second  amendment,  viz: 

To  strike  out  from  the  second  section  the  words 
“respective  federal  representative  population,  as  as- 
certained by  the  last  census,”  and  insert,  “represen- 
tation, respectively,  in  the  two  houses  of  congress,  as 
the  same  may  be  fixed  by  the  apportionment  to  be 
made  under  the  census  of  1840,  and  hereafter,  ac- 
cording to  the  representation  as  aforesaid  in  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  as  it  shall  be  apportioned,  from 
time  to  time,  under  any  future  census,  except  that  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  each  of  the  territories  shall 
receive  a distributive  share  equal  to  that  which  would 
be  assigned  in  any  state  for  one  representative  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States:” 

Mr.  Wise  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  61  nays  136.  So 
the  amendment  of  the  senate  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  third  amendment  of  the  senate,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  distributive  share  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia “shall  be  the  same  as  if  said  District  were 
represented,”  was  not  concurred  in. 

Section  3.  The  amendment  of  the  senate,  insert- 
ing the  words  “and  territories,  or  to  the  governors 
thereof,  in  case  the  legislatures  shall  have  made  no 
such  apportionment,”  was  concurred  in. 

Section  4.  The  amendment  of  the  senate,  pro- 
viding that  this  section  shall  not  apply  “to  any  sums 
apparently  due  to  the  United  States  as  balances  of 
debts  growing  out  of  the  transactions  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,”  was  concurred  in. 

Section  5.  The  amendment  of  the  senate,  insert- 
ing in  the  fifth  line  the  words  “except  as  hereinbefore 
excepted,”  was  not  concurred  in. 

Section  6.  On  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  in- 
serting the  words  “unless  congress  shall  think  proper 
to  grant  alternate  sections  along  the  line  of  any  canal 
or  other  internal  improvement,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  increase  the  minimum  price  of  Die  sections  re- 
served”— 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  refused. 

And  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
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The  amendment  of  the  senate  inserting  in  the  9th 
line  of  the  same  section  the  words  “except  as  afore- 
said,” was  concurred  in. 

Section  6.  On  concurring  in  the  following  amend- 
ment of  the  senate,  to  wit: 

“ Provided ,>  That  if,  at  any  time  during  the  exis- 
tence of  this  act,  there  shall  be  an  imposition  of  du- 
ties on  imports  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  entitled,  ‘an  act  to  modify  the'  act  of  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two  and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,’ and  beyond  the  rate  of  duty  fixed  by  that  act, 
to  wit:  twenty  per  centum  on  the  value  of  such  im- 
ports, or  any  of  them,  then  the  distribution  provided 
in  this  act  shall  be  suspended,  and  shall  so  continue 
until  this  cause  of  its  suspension  shall  be  remov- 
ed; and,  when  removed,  if  not  prevented  by  other 
provisions  of  this  act,  such  distribution  shall  be  re- 
sumed.” 

Mr.  Irwin  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  108,  nays  94. 
So  the  amendment  of  the  senate  was  concurred  in. 

The  remaining  amendments  of  the  senate  were 
concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wise,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  furnish  this 
house  at  the  next  session  of  congress  with  a list  of  the 
names  of  all  officers  of  the  navy,  from  lieurenants  to 
captains  inclusive,  who  have  been  on  shore  for  the  term 
of  five  years,  ten  years,  and  for  a period  longer  than 
ten  years,  without  going  to  sea,  or  without  applying 
for  orders;  with  a statement  of  the  causes,  if  any,  which 
prevented  their  going  to  sea;  and  with  a statement  of  the 
services  rendered  by  each  of  such  officers  respectively, 
and  the  yearly  pay  and  emoluments  of  each. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  “making  appropri- 
ations for  various  fortifications,  for  ordnance,  and  for 
preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities,”  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  senate  with  a message 
informing  this  house  that  the  senate  had  concurred  in 
three  of  the  amendments  of  this  house  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate,  but  had  insisted  on  the  second 
and  fourth. 

The  first  amendment  insisted  on  by  the  senate  was 
“for  surveys  in  reference  to  the  military  defence  of 
the  frontier,  inland  and  Atlantic,  $30,000.” 

After  some  explanations  between  Mr.  Fillmore  and 
Mr.  Piclcens — Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  re- 
cede from  its  disagreement  to  this  amendment  of  the 
senate,  and  moved  the  previous  question.  And  there 
was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Pickens  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  8$,  nays  94. 

So  the  house  refused  to  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  senate. 

And  the  speaker  decided  that  this  vote  was  equi- 
valent to  a vote  to  insist,  but  not  to  a vote  to  adhere. 

[Mr.  P.  G.  Goode,  from  the  committee  on  enrolled 
bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
following  bills,  and  had  found  them  to  be  correct, 
(whereupon  they  received  the  signature  of  the  speak- 
er). 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution 
of  700  copies  of  the  Digest  of  Patents. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution 
of  the  printed  volumes  of  the  sixth  census. 

The  act  to  amend  an  act  providing  for  the  taking  of 
the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States. 

The  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
carry  into  effect  a convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  republic.] 

The  second  amendment  insisted  on  by  the  senate, 
appropriating  $75,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  se- 
lecting and  purchasing  a site  for  a western  armory, 
being  before  the  house — 

Mr.  Fillmore  (with  a view  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  senate)  moved  that  the  house 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  W.  W.  Irwin 
and  Thompson,  of  Indiana. 

Pending  this  question,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  31.  Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  on 
leave  given,  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting 
of  citizens  of  Orange  county,  V a.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  war  department,  in  answer  to  a resolution 
of  this  house,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  troops  at  forts  Gibson,  Towson, 
Smith  and  W ayne. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
offered  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd,  ol  New  York: 


Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  I 
requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  officer  ol  the  army, 
or  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  has,  since 
the  4th  of  March  last,  been  directed  to  visit  the  state  of 
New  York  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  imprison- 
ment or  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod;  and  if  so,  to  com- 
municate to  this  house  copies  of  the  instructions  to,  and 
report  of  such  officer;  and  whether,  by  any  executive 
measures  or  correspondence,  the  British  government 
has  been  given  to  understand  that  Mr.  McLeod  will  be 
released  or  surrendered. 

Mr.  Barnard  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed the  house  during  the  hour  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  Caroline  affair,  and  the  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence and  judicial  proceedings  in  relation 
thereto. 

Mr.  Everett  stated  that  he  had  prepared  a statement 
in  relation  to  this  case,  which  he  was  not  willing  to 
submit  to  the  hap-hazard  of  a speech,  but  which  he 
was  in  hopes  he  could  get  in,  either  in  the  shape  of  a 
report  or  an  adverse  report.  If  he  could  not  do  so, 
he  intended  to  read  it  as  a speech  on  a future  day. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  Fillmore 
called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  As- 
bury  Dickins,  esq.  secretary,  informing  this  house — 

First,  that  the  senate  had  passed  the  bill  of  this 
house  making  appropriations  for  the  funeral  expen- 
ses of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  president  of  the 
United  States. 

Also,  that  the  senate  had  receded  from  the  second, 
third  and  sixth  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this 
house,  to  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights.” 

Mr.  Proffit  asked  Mr.  Fillmore  to  waive  his  motion 
for  the  orders  of  the  day,  to  enable  him  (Mr.  P).  to 
offer  a resolution  in  relation  to  frauds  perpetrated  on 
the  government. 

Mr.  Fillmore  declining  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Proffit  gave  notice  that  he  would  offer  such  a 
resolution  the  first  moment  he  could. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to 
extend  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  corporation  of 
Georgetown,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Fillmore  that  the  house  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  “appropriating 
$75,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting  and 
purchasing  a site  for  a western,  northwestern  or 
southwestern  armory,  to  be  selected  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,”  &c. 

Mr.  Briggs  understood,  he  said,  that  some  gentle- 
men had  an  amendment  to  offer  on  receding.  He 
wished  that  the  house  might  have  the  whole  question 
before  it.  Mr.  B.  then,  for  himself,  and  the  section 
of  country  which  he  iD  part  represented,  disclaimed 
any  hostility  toward  the  object  contemplated  in  this 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Summers  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer 
the  following  amendment: 

“Strike  out  all  after  the  word  ‘selecting,’  and  in- 
sert, ‘a  suitable  site  on  the  western  waters  for  the 
establishment  of  a national  armory,  a sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  dollars;  and  the  president  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  such 
selection  to  be  made,  and  to  communicate  all  the 
proceedings  which  may  be  had  herein  to  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  subject  to  its  approval.” 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  indicated  his  intention 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  appropriat- 
ing $75,000  for  additional  surveys  and  purchase  of 
a site  in  the  western,  southwestern  or  northwestern 
states. 

Mr.  Morgan  rose  to  a privileged  question.  He 
moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday  by 
which  the  house  had  refused  to  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement in  the  amendment  of  the  senate  appropri- 
ating the  sum  of  “$30,000  for  surveys  in  reference  to 
the  military  defences  of  the  frontier,  inland  and 
Atlantic.” 

By  general  consent  the  consideration  of  this  mo- 
tion was  laid  over  until  the  pending  question  should 
have  been  disposed  of. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Fillmore  that  the  house  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  “appropriating 
$75,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting  and 
purchasing  a site  for  a western,  nortli western,  or 
southwestern  armory,  to  be  selected  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,”  &c. 

A debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Undencood, 
Cushing,  Reynolds,  Cave  Johnson,  Triplet,  King,  Proffit, 
Pope,  Henry,  Sergeant,  and  Sleenrod,  participated. 


Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  previous 
question — there  wasa  second,  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Summers  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question. 

And  on  the  question  whether  the  yeas  and  nays 
should  be  taken  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Andrews  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recede 
on  the  table. 

The  speaker  said  that  motion,  if  it  prevailed,  would 
carry  the  bill  on  the  table  also. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — so  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  re- 
jected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Fillmore,  that  the  house  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  120,  nays  44.  So  the  house  receded 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  concurring  irt  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  (which  amendment  was 
now  open  to  amendment) — 

Mr.  Somers  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
senate  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “selecting,” 
and  insert: 

“A  suitable  site  on  the  western  waters  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a national  armory,  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing $5,000;  and  the  president  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorised  to  cause  such  selection  to  be  made, 
and  to  communicate  all  the  proceedings  which  may 
be  had  herein  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  subject  to  its  approval.” 

In  submitting  this  motion,  Mr.  S.  said  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  offer  a few  remarks,  but  so  much 
time  had  already  been  consumed  in  discussion,  that 
he  was  unwilling  further  to  protract  it.  He  would, 
therefore,  waive  his  right. 

Mr.  King  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Summers,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  selection  of  one 
site  in  the  western  states,  and  one  site  in  the  southern 
states,  which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Summers — 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  previous  question.  And  there 
was  a second. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Summers  J,  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
were  as  follows:  Yeas  120,  nays  42.  So  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Summers  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  as  thus  amended 
by  the  house,  concurred  in. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which 
the  house  had  refused  to  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  appropriating 
the  sum  of  “thirty  thousand  dollars  for  surveys  in 
reference  to  the  military  defences  of  the  frontier, 
inland  and  Atlantic.” 

After  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  McKay 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas 
80,  nays  86.  So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

And,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  a committee 
of  conference  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  house  to  meet  such  committee  as  might 
be  appointed  by  the  senate,  to  confer  on  the  said  dis- 
agreement. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose,  and  said  that  the  house  presented 
at  this  moment  a spectacle  which  had  never  been 
presented  before.  They  had  disposed  of  the  busi- 
ness before  them,  and  they  were  now  simply  waiting 
the  action  of  the  other  house  prior  to  adjournment. 
If — —Mr.  F.  was  interrupted  by  loud  cries  to  order. 

Mr.  S.  Mason.  I have  a resolution  calling  for 
information. 

Mr.  Proffit  wished  to  offer  a resolution. 

Mr.  Fillmore.  I was  going  to  move  that  hereafter 
the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this  house  be  12 
o’clock,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding 
“until  Thursday.” 

Much  confusion  followed. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
that  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Andrews.  I was  about  to  withdraw  the  motion, 
but  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise), 
has  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  I will  not  do  so.  I will 
let  him  know  that  he  cannot  terrify  me  by  calling  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  house  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

And  then,  at  20  minutes  past  2 o’clock,  the  house 
adjourned  until  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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POSTCRIPT.— FOREIGN  NEWS— After  part 
of  our  paper  had  been  pressed  off,  the  mail  from  the 
east  brings  us  accounts  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britan- 
nia steamer  with  Liverpool  dates  to  the  19th  August; 
108  passengers  for  Halifax  and  71  for  Boston. 

The  steamer  Caledonia  arrived  out  on  the  14th,  in 
12  days  17  hours  from  Boston. 

There  had  been  very  heavy  rains,  so  seriously 
threatening  the  crops  that  the  price  of  grain  and 
flour  had  rapidly  advanced,  and  a somewhat  corres- 
pondent reduction  took  place  in  the  price  of  cotton — 
but  the  latest  dates  indicate  a fairer  prospect — fine 
weather — prices  of  grain  and  flour  again  declined, 
and  cotton  again  advanced  to  within  a fraction  of  for- 
mer prices. 

Liverpool  papers  of  the  18th  Aug.  says:  Since  the 
4th  there  has  been  a further  rapid  advance  in  the 
corn  market,  the  continuance  of  rain  having  caused 
much  activity  among  speculators.  The  market  is, 
however,  easier  this  week;  and  as  the  weather  is  now 
fine,  with  a settled  appearance,  there  is  yet  a fan- 
prospect  of  the  harvest  turning  out  well.  Prices  of 
flour  may  now  be  quoted  35s.  per  bbl.  in  bond  for 
western  canal,  and  40  to  41s.  for  free  flour,  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  duty  being  12s.  5d.  per  bbl.  with  the  pro- 
bability of  a further  reduction  in  the  course  of  a few 
weeks. 

There  has  been  a brisk  enquiry  for  cotton  to-day, 
and  the  sales  reach  6 to  7,000  bales,  at  gd.  per  lb.  ad- 
vance, including  2,000  on  speculation,  and  800  for 
export.  The  weather  keeps  very  fine. 

Parliament  was  to  meet  on  the  19th,  by  commis- 
sion, the  queen  declining  in  consequence  of  her  situ- 
ation, to  appear  in  person. 

There  are  some  items  about  the  decision  of  the 
court  to  try  McLead — amounting  to  nothing. 

A frightful  fire  occurred  at  Smyrna  on  the  28th 
July,  by  which  one-third  of  the  Turkish  city,  a num- 
ber of  bazaars  and  mosques,  eight  synagogues,  and  be- 
tween 9 and  10,000  houses  were  reduced  to  ashes; 
30  or  40  persons  were  killed,  and  20,000  persons  left 
without  bread  or  an  asylum. 


CHRONICLE. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  suit  instituted 
against  Nicholas  Biddle  commenced  at  one  million  of 
dollars  has  been  reduced  on  putting  in  a bill  of  particu- 
lars to  $240,000. 

British  Dominions.  The  subjoined  is  a statement  of 
the  population  of  the  British  empire,  which  the  Phila- 
delphia Sentinel  says  is  compiled  from  the  most  authen- 
tic documents: 


Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  neighboring 


Islands 

27,020,000 

Colonies  in  Europe,  such  as  Ionian 

Isles, 

Malta,  Gibraltar,  &c. 

400,000 

North  America 

1,500,000 

South  America 

120,000 

West  Indies 

1,000,000 

Africa 

350,000 

Australia,  (New  Holland,  &c.) 

120,000 

New  Zeland 

25,000 

Asia,  (East  India  Go’s  dominions) 

135,000,000 

Affghanism  and  Cabul 

14,000,000 

210,535,000 

The  whole  of  the  above  territories  cover  about  2,800,000 
square  miles. 

Cotton,  has  declined  about  half  a cent  per  pound  in 
the  New  York  market.  The  sales  of  last  week  were 
2,300  Upland  and  Florida  at  S to  10|;  600  Mobile  at  8 
to  12,  and  50  of  very  fine  at  131;  250  New  Orleans  at  S 
to  12. 

Sea  Island  cotton  crop.  The  recent  heavy  rains  at 
the  south  did  great  injury  to  the  growing  cotton.  The 
Charleston  Patriot  says:  On  the  adjacent  islands  the  da- 
mage to  the  Sea  Island  cotton  crop  has,  we  fear,  been 
irreparable.  From  Edisto  Island  the  accounts  are  de- 
plorable. In  addition  to  the  injury  from  rain  the  cater- 
pillers  have  appeared  in  great  numbers.  In  the  middle 
and  upper  sections  of  the  state  the  injury  has  been  also 
most  extensive.  The  bridge  over  the  Congaree  river,  4 
miles  below  Columbia,  has  been  carried  away,  and  the 
fields  for  miles  around  submerged  with  water,  while  in 
some  parts  of  Greenville  district  the  corn  crops  have  been 
nearly  destroyed. 

The  Cochineal  Insect,  is  frequently  found  on  willow 
trees  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  New 
Orleans  Bee  noiices  their  beinjj  in  great  abundance  at 
present  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  Louisiana.  In  1812 
the  editor  of  the  Register  gathered  thousands  of  them 
off  of  a willow  tree  then  growing  in  his  garden  at  Anna- 
polis. 


Corn,  is  quoted  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  at  75 
a 77;  in  Baltimore  at  70  to  72. 

Deaths.  During  the  last  week  in  New  York  190,  of 
which  96  were  under  two  years — of  cholera  infantum 
41,  of  consumption  24;  in  Philadelphia  166,  of  whom  36 
were  under  two  years,  and  18  died  of  consumption;  in 
Baltimore  54,  of  which  25  were  under  two  years  of  age, 
9 were  free  colored  and  1 slave;  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
13,  of  which  6 were  whites  and  7 colored. 

Joseph  Gales — Died  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th  instant,  Joseph  Gales,  father  of  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  and  of  the  wife 
of  the  other.  He  had  completed  his  eightieth  year  on 
the  4th  of  February  last,  and  appeared  to  have,  so  far  as 
his  health  and  constitution  was  concerned,  the  prospect 
of  lengthened  years  before  him,  when  he  was,  a few  days 
afterwards  struck  with  a paralysis,  under  the  effect  of 
which  he  suffered  immediate  privation  of  speech,  and  has 
been  at  length  called  by  his  Maker  hence  to  a better  and 
a brighter  world. 

Mr.  Gales  was  a native  of  the  village  of  Eckington, 
(Derbyshire),  in  England,  and  commenced  business  as  a 
printer  and  bookseller,  when  of  age,  at  Sheffield,  where 
he  established,  in  1787,  the  Sheffield  Register.  Persecuted 
on  account  of  his  political  principles,  after  publishing 
that  popular  paper  for  seven  years,  he  emigrated  in  1794, 
with  his  family,  to  the  United  States,  spending  on  his 
way  some  months  in  Germany;  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
in  August,  1795,  beginning  business  as  a printer  there, 
and  after  a time  purchasing  from  the  cider  Oswald  the 
establishment  of  the  Independent  Gazetteer,  which  he 
published  for  a year,  and  resold  it  to  Samuel  H.  Smith, 
esq.  (afterwards  the  founder  of  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer); emigrated  to  North  Carolina  in  September,  1799, 
and  there  established  the  Raleigh  Register,  which  he 
published  for  forty  years,  and  which  is  still  published 
by  his  youngest  son,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  the 
father  having  only  a year  or  two  ago  retired  from  the  con- 
cern. 

During  this  long  life  of  useful  labor  he  maintained  an 
enviable  reputation  for  the  most  blameless  purity  in  pri- 
vate life,  for  devotedness  to  public  duties,  and  for  enlarg- 
ed benevolence. 

His  last  illness  he  sustained  with  that,  fortitude  and 
meekness  becoming  the  Christian  faith,  of  which  he  was 
from  his  youth  upwards,  a devout  professor  and  fol- 
lower. Surrounded  by  his  mourning  children  and 
grand  children,  he  sunk  to  rest,  as  a babe  to  its  slumber, 
in  the  full  hope  of  waking  again  to  a glorious  immorta- 
lity. 

Exchange..  New  York  upon  England  8|  a 9 prem.; 
on  France  5f.  22|;  Boston,  par;  Philadelphia  3;  Balti- 
more 2 a 2|;  Washington  2^;  Richmond,  Petersburg, 
Raleigh  and  Wilmington,  N.  C.  3^;  Charleston  l|; 
Augusta  5 a 8;  Columbus  15  a 16;  Mobile  8|;  New 
Orleans  4 a 4|;  St.  Louis  9;  Louisville  7£;  Cincinnati  8i; 
Nashville  11. 

Floor,  commands  from  $6  50  to  6 75  according  to 
brand  for  shipping,  from  New  York — the  supply  last  week 
was  light — 20,000  barrels  reached  market  on  the  23th 
and  29th  ult.  The  inspections  last  week  in  Baltimore 
were  11,596  barrels  and  490  half  barrels.  Prices  range 
from  $6  12  to  6 50. 

Mathias,  the  impostor,  died  at  Ashville,  N.  Carolina, 
on  the  21st  July,  aged  60. 

New  Orleans.  The  interments  reported  from  the  13th 
to  the  18th  August  are  62,  of  which  10  were  by  yellow 
fever.  The  report  of  the  20th  says,  nine  deaths  occurred 
the  previous  twenty-four  hours,  of  which  4 were  by  yel- 
low fever.  Ten  deaths  occurred  in  the  same  period  in 
Lafayette,  all  of  yellow  fever.  On  the  21st,  15  interments, 
in  the  city,  of  which  3 were  by  yellow  fever.  Total 
number,  during  the  last  week,  103.  On  the  22d,  there 
were  18  interments,  6 of  yellow  fever;  on  the  23d,  12  of 
yellow  fever;  on  the  24th,  21  deaths  occurred,  of  which  11 
were  by  yellow  fever. 

Postmasters.  According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, the  post  office  auditor,  there  were  on  the  4rh  of 
March  last,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
postmasters  in  arrears  to  the  government,  for  sums  vary- 
ing from  a few  dollars  to  many  thousands. 

Public  Lands.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  now 
surveyed  and  prepared  for  market,  is  officially  stated  to 
be  8,469,567  acres. 

Rail  Roads.  The  Boston  Transcript  publishes  the 
su  bjoined  statement.  Longest  lines  of  rail  roads,  which 
are  completed  in  England: 

Price  of  the  stock.  Length.  Cost. 
Grand  Junction,  1202  for  1100  pd  97j  miles.  11,906,000 

Great  Western,  92  for  65  pd  1 I8j  “ 5,288,000 

London  & Birm.  159  for  90  pd  112j  “ 5,724,000 

London  & S.  west.  55  for  38 J pd  77  “ 2,284,000 

Receipts  of  said  rail  roads  for  one  week  in  July,  1841: 
Grand  Junction,  1 week  ending  July  10,  19,041 

Great  Western,  1 “ “ 11,  12,826 

London  and  Birm.  1 “ “ 10,  17.435 

London  and  S.  west.  1 “ “ 12,  6,307 

The  Great  Western  is  just  completed.  Its  last  13 
miles  were  opened  30th  June,  1841. 

The  Winchester  rail  road  is  doing  a steadily  increasing 
business.  From  700  to  1,009  hbls.  flour  are  daily  con- 
veyed by  the  locomotive  President  to  Harper’s  Ferry. 

The  Hartford  and  New  Haven  rail  road  has  cleared 
over  its  ordinary  expenses,  about  $20,000  within  the  last 
two  months: 


Silver  Mine.  The  United  States  Gazette  states  that 
the first  deposit  of  silver  from  a mine  of  the  United  Stater, 
was  made  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  this  week.  It  was 
from  Davidson  county,  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  believ- 
ed that  the  mines  there  will  prove  very  productive.  The 
essay  made  at  the  mint  showed  that  1,000  parts  of  the 
bullion  contained  973  of  silver  and  8 ot  gold. 

Slaves.  One  thousand  dollars  are  wanted  to  transfer 
eighteen  negroes  to  Liberia.  Thos.  Wallace,  esq.  of 
Flemingsburg,  Ky.  recently  died,  and  by  his  will  libe- 
rated eighteen  slaves  on  condition  that  the  American 
Colonization  society  send  them  to  Liberia  in  Africa. — 
We  trust  that  the  friends  of  human  liberty  will  not  with- 
hold the  means  necessary  to  relieve  these  poor  fellows 
from  slavery  and  give  them  a “local  habitation  and  a 
name’’  in  the  land  of  their  fathers.  Less  than  one  thou- 
sand is  wanted  to  accomplish  this  object. 

IN.  Y.  Star. 

Spotted  Fever.  Fifteen  or  twenty  cases  have  occur- 
red in  Franklin  count)',  Ohio,  nearly  all  of  which  proved 
fatal  in  24  hours. 


Steamboat  Line  from  Charleston  to  Europe.  We 
are  happy  to  learn  that  the  subscription  is  filling  to  the 
company,  for  establishing  a direct  steam  communication 
witli  England.  This  measure  will  do  more  for  the 
south  than  fifty  commercial  conventions — instead  of  call- 
ing upon  Hercules — it  is  being  Hercules — and  we  say 
“incipe,”  strangle  the  serpent  of  distrust  in  your  cradle — 
and  your  arm  will  ripen  into  strength  to  crush  the  Hydra 
of  monopoly  hereafter.  Charleston  owes  much  to  the 
public  spirit  which  has  headed  the  list  with  some  of  our 
first  names.  [Charleston  Mercury. 

Steamboats.  The  Missouri,  whilst  lying  at  St.  Louis 
on  the  12th  ult.  took  fire  and  burnt  to  the  waters  edge. — 
She  was  considered  the  fastest  boat  on  the  western  wa- 
ters. A man  is  in  custody  charged  as  the  incendiary. 

Stocks.  U.  S.  bank  shares  sold  in  New  York  on  the 
27th  ult.  at  S3,  on  the  29th  they  brought  10  j.  The  notes  of 
that  institution  are  quoted  at  30  to  37|  discount.  Illinois 
6’s  of  1870  sold  at  55;  Indiana  sterling  bonds  at  56J. 

Tallahassee  according  to  the  last  dates,  is  restored  to 
health.  No  new  case  of  fever  reported  for  ten  days. 

Tobacco.  The  inspection  of  last  week  at  Baltimore 
comprise  1.040  hhds.  Maryland,  and  259  Ohio.  The 
finer  sorts  of  Maryland  are  quite  in  demand.  Inferior 
and  common  $4a4  50;  good  $8a8  50;  tine  $9al3.  Ohio 
maintains  former  quotations  fully  and  the  demand  has 
rather  improved — common  to  middling  $4  50a5  25;  good 
$5  50a6  50;  fine  red  and  wrappery  $8al2;  fine  yellow 
$7  50al0;  and  extra  wrappery  $12al4. 


Vetoes  by  the  presidents.  The 
exercised  by  Gen.  Washington, 
do 

By  Madison, 
do 
do 
do 

By  Monroe, 

By  Jackson, 
do 
do 
do 
do 


veto  power  was 
April  5,  1792 
March  1,  1797 
Feb.  21,  1811 
“ 28,  1811 
Nov.  6,  1312 
Jan.  20,  1815 
May  4,  1822 
May  31,  1831 
Dec.  7,  1831 
July  10,  1832 
Dec.  6,  1832 
Dec.  1834 


Western  National  Armory.  At  a public  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  held  last  week,  the  following 
named  gentlemen  were  appointed  a committee  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  facts  to  lay  before  the  president,  in 
order  to  shew  the  superior  advantages  of  Pittsburgh,  as  a 
location  for  a national  armory:  Harnier  Denny,  Richard 
Biddle,  John  Warden,  J.  PI.  Shoenberger,  and  N.  B. 
Craig,  esqrs. 

The  Pittsburgh  board  of  trade  have  appointed  the 
following  gentlemen  a committee  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  that  named:  Wilson  McCandless,  William  Eich- 

baum,  and  James  May,  esqrs. 

Wheat  commands  from  $132  to  $136  in  the  New 
York  and  Baltimore  markets. 

At  Niles,  (Michigan),  August  19th,  about  1,000  bushels 
received  per  day — price  68  cents  cash. 

At  Alton,  Illinois,  7th  August,  “wheat  is  corning  into 
market  in  great  abundance.  The  quality  was  never  finer 
— price  50  cents  per  bushel.’’ 

The  Buffalo  Advertiser  says  that  much  of  the  wheat 
arriving  there  is  from  Illinois,  of  the  new  crop,  the  quality 
of  which  surpasses  that  of  former  seasons.  At.  the  va- 
rious ports  on  Lake  Erie  wheat  is  in  demand  at  $1  10 
per  bushel 

The  Western  Farmer,  published  at  Detroit,  says  of  the 
crops  of  Michigan:  Most  of  our  farmers  have  got  through 
with  their  wheat  harvest,  and  secured  their  hay  crops. 
We  have  letters  before  us  from  nearly  every  county  in 
the  state,  which  are  truly  encouraging  to  the  prosperity 
of  Michigan,  and  demonstrate  beyond  a doubt,  that  the 
Peninsula  state  has  added  greatly,  even  to  her  last  year’s 
supply.  Her  surplus,  which  cannot  be  less  than  three 
millions  of  bushels,  and  if  present  prices  are  maintained, 
our  friends  this  season  will  reap  a rich  reward  as  the 
fruit  of  their  labor. 

The  export  of  flour  and  wheat  from  Montreal  and 
Quebec  to  the  United  Kingdoms,  during  the  present 
year,  up  to  August  1st,  inclusive,  has  been  155,213  bar- 
rels of  flour,  and  243.290  bushels  of  wheat.  To  eastern 
provinces  of  British  North  America  and  the  West  Indies, 
7,876  barrels  of  flour,  17,430  barrels  of  pork,  and  2,481 
barrels  of  heel- 
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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

The  Second  Veto  Message  of  President  Tyler, 
was  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives  on  Thurs- 
day last,  with  the  Fiscal  Corporation  Bill,  which 
originated  in  that  house  and  finally  passed  both  houses 
on  the  Friday  preceding.  The  message  is  inserted 
in  this  number,  page  18.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 
the  house  agreed  to  reconsider  the  said  bill  yesterday 
at  12  o’clock. 

The  Fortification  Bill  is  postponed  until  next 
session. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  Revenue  Bill 
were  all  ageed  to,  in  senate  on  Thursday,  except  the 
one  which  provides  that  no  duty  that  may  be  laid  by 
virtue  of  the  2d  section,  shall  exceed  20  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  dis- 
agreed to,  and  a committee  of  conference  was  order- 
ed. 

A very  unpleasant  scene  occurred  in  the  house  of 
representatives  on  Thursday,  between  Mr.  1 Vise,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  a committee  to  inquire  and  re- 
port thereon  was  adopted,  in  place  of  a resolution  to 
expel.  It  was  announced  in  the  house  on  yesterday, 
that  the  difference  had  been  amicably  settled  be- 
tween them — as  well  as  a difficulty  which  occurred 
in  debate  that  day  between  Mr.  Botts  and  Mr.  Gil- 
mer, of  Virginia. 

Passengers  by  this  morning’s  cars  state  that  Mr. 
Ewing,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Badger 
of  the  cabinet  have  resigned,  and  Mr.  Granger  and 
probably  Mr.  Webster  will  do  so  also. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

A postscript  inserted  in  our  last,  apprised  most  of 
our  readers  of  the  arrival,  at  Boston,  of  the  steamer 
Britannia,  with  Liverpool  dates  to  the  19th  August, 
and  of  the  general  scope  of  the  information  brought 
by  her.  An  article  appeared  in  the  London  Morning 
Herald  of  the  14th,  giving  as  rumor,  that  five  sail  of 
the  line  were  immediately  to  be  fitted  out  to  pro- 
ceed to  our  coast,  and  here  to  be  joined  by  ten  others 
ordered  from  squadrons  already  abroad,  in  order  to 
second  Mr.  Fox’s  demand  for  the  immediate  surren- 
der of  McLeod.  Although  this  improbable  story 
was  subsequently  contradicted  by  the  Globe,  the  mi- 
nisterial organ— and  the  fact  that  sir  C.  A.  Adams 


the  Pique  frigate,  toTeplace  two  vessels  of  the  same 
rates,  which  are  recalled,  was  distinctly  announced, 
and  all  was  quiet  on  that  topic  before  the  Britannia 
left — yet  the  article  was  seized  upon  in  our  cities  by 
some  of  the  penny  presses,  and  ipimense  editions  of 
it  diffused  amongst  the  community.  From  present 
appearances,  such  a movement  yp  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  would  furnish  almost  the  only  chance  that 
McLeod  has  of  being  hung.  -Let  us  alone,  and  he 
will  have  a fair  chance  for  every  loop-hole  of  the 
law,  as  well  as  for  justice;  but  an  attempt  to  intimi- 
date, might  make  us  so  determined  to  measure  up  to 
the  utmost  line  of  strict  justice,  that  we  could  hard- 
ly avoid,  like  the  Indian,  leaning  a little  beyond. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

New  Peers.  A party  about  to  resign  the  sceptre 
of  power  in  England,  usually  exercise  their  influ- 
ence in  providing  for  themselves  and  their  friends. 

The  Gazette  of  the  13th  announced  the  creation 
of  six  new  peers.  The  earl  Survey  has  been  called 
to  the  upper  house  by  the  title  of  Baron  Maltravers. 
A peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  confer- 
red on  the  earl  of  Stair,  who  will  take  his  seat  as 
Baron  Oxenford,  of  Cousland.  Peerages  of  the  United 
Kingdom  have  also  been  conferred  on  the  earl  of  Bel- 
fast, who  will  set  as  Baron  Ennishowen  and  Carrick- 
fergus;  and  on  the  earl  of  Kenmare,  who  will  take 
his  seat  as  Baron  Kenmare.  Sir  Richard  Hussey 
Vivian,  bart.  has  been  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the 
name,  style,  and  title  of  Baron  Vivian,  of  Glyn  and 
of  Truro;  and  sir  Henry  Brooke  Parnell,  bart.  has 
been  created  Baron  Congleton  of  Congleton.  Her 
majesty  has  also  been  pleased  to  raise  lord  Segrave 
to  the  dignity  of  an  earl,  by  the  name,  style  and  title 
of  Earl  Fitzhardinge.  A similar  honor  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  lord  Barham,  who  has  been  created  a 
baron,  viscount,  and  earl  of  the  Unted  Kingdom, 
under  the  name,  style  and  title  of  Baron  Noel  of  Rid- 
lington,  Viscount  Campden  of  Campden  and  earl  of 
Grainsborough. 

Election  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland.  On  the 
6th  ult.  the  election  of  the  sixteen  representative 
peers  of  Scotland  took  place  in  the  picture  gallery 
of  the  palace  of  Holyrood.  The  following  were  the 
peers  elected:  The  marquess  of  Tweeddale,  the  earls 
of  Morton,  Elgin,  Airlie,  Leven  and  Melville,  Sel- 
kirk, Orkney  and  Seafield;  viscounts  Arbuthnot  and 
Strathallan;  lords  Forbes,  Saltoun,  Sinclair,  Colville 
(of  Culross),  Reay  and  Rollo;  and  the  marquess  of 
Queensbury.  The  only  alterations  were  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  earl  of  Seafield  and  lord  Rollo  for  the  earl 
of  Home  and  lord  Gray,  who  retire  by  their  own  con- 
sent. 

FRANCE. 

The  trial  of  Madame  Laffarge  for  stealing  the  dia- 
monds was  over,  she  was  found  guilty  and  the  dia- 
monds were  ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  Leotand 
family,  who  would  pay  the  costs  as  the  plaintiffs  in  a 
civil  action;  having  an  ulterior  remedy  against  Ma- 
dame Laffarge. 

The  following  statistical  account  of  the  cod  fishery 
of  France  is  given  in  the  Constitulionel:  “The  cod 
fishery  employs  annually  400  French  ships,  measur- 
ing together  50,000  tons,  and  manned  by  11,000  sai- 
lors; also,  200  transports  or  coasting  vessels,  with 

2.000  sailors;  so  that  it  maintains  600  ships  and 

13.000  men.  France  possesses  205  myriametres,  or 
about  450  leagues  of  coast;  and  there  was  a time 
when  the  French  fishery  on  the  Banks  of  Newfound- 
land was  sufficiently  extensive  to  supply  nearly  the 
wants  of  all  Europe,  and  to  man  the  whole  of  the 
French  navy.  But  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  in  1713,  that  of  Vcrvins  in  1783,  and  the 
cession  of  Canada,  France  was  reduced  to  the  confin- 
ed right  of  fishing  on  the  eastern  and  western  coasts 
of  the  island  of  Newfoundland,  without  the  power  of 
establishing  any  dwelling-place  or  building  upon  it, 
except  such  huts  and  scaffolding  as  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  drying  and  curing  the  fish.  Under 
such  circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  France  can  ne- 
ver compete  with  the  English  fishermen,  who  have 
fixed  residence  on  the  island,  or  with  those  of  Ame- 
rica, who  have  the  advantage  of  being  close  to  their 
own  shores.  As  shelters  for  her  ships,  she  possesses 
only  the  small  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 


which  are  but  bare  rocks,  which  must  be  constantly 
supplied  from  without  with  every  necessary,  even 
firewood.  The  maintenance  of  the  French  fishery, 
therefore,  depends  upon  the  encouragement  it  re- 
ceives from  the  government;  otherwise  it  would  al- 
most entirely  cease  to  exist,  and  a nursery  for  13,000 
sailors  would  be  obliterated.  In  1793  the  French 
lists  of  able  seamen  contained  100,000  men.  In  1815 
the  number  was  reduced  to  83,000.  In  1836  it  in- 
creased to  90,511,  and  in  1840  to  98,706.  This  aug- 
mentation has  been  derived  chiefly  from  the  expan- 
sion of  the  cod  fishery,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
encouragement  it  has  received,  increasedfrom  30,954 
tons  and  8,108  men,  in  1816,  to  54,995  tons  and 
11,499  men  in  1839.  Besides  the  ships  expressly  fit- 
ted out  for  the  fishery,  there  are  between  60  and  80 
other  vessels  employed  in  conveying  cargoes  of  cod 
from  the  Banks  to  the  colonies.  There  is  likewise  a 
number  of  transports  engaged  in  carrying  between 
25,000,000  and  30,000,000  kilogrammes  (50,000,000 
and  60,000,000  lbs.)  of  salt,  and  also  of  pitch  flour, 
and  all  the  other  necessary  provisions  for  13,000  men 
during  eight  months  of  the  year.  This  keeps  annu- 
ally employed  about  50,000  tons  of  shipping.  It  may 
be  said,  therefore,  without  exaggeration,  that  the  cod 
fisheries  furnish  France  with  12,000  able  seamen, 
being  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  requir- 
ed for  her  navy,  but  at  the  same  time  insufficient  to 
man  her  fleets  in  time  of  war.  No  other  part  of  her 
sea-going  trade  could  produce  a similar  result,  as  it 
would  require  170,000  tons  of  colonial  merchantmen 
to  supply  the  12,000  sailors  furnished  by  the  cod 
fishery.  The  loss  of  Saint  Domingo  deprived  France 
of  the  employment  of  167,655  tons  of  shipping,  and 
still  her  trade  with  that  island  engaged  no  more  than 
9,855  men.” 

BELGIUM. 

The  British  Queen  Steamship.  This  fine  steam- 
er has  been  sold  by  the  British  and  American  Steam 
company  to  the  Belgian  government.  We  have  not 
heard  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money.  She  is 
now  getting  ready  for  sea,  and  will  sail  about  the  end 
of  the  present  week,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Keene,  who  navigated  the  ill-fated  President  on  her 
second  voyage  to  and  from  New  York,  for  Antwerp. 
It  is  not  yet  ascertained  what  the  Belgian  government 
means  to  do  with  this  noble  steamer:  it  is  supposed, 
however,  that  she  is  destined  to  open  and  continue  a’ 
communication  between  Belgium  and  the  U.  States. 

[Liverpool  Albion,  1 6th  ult. 

Union  of  Belgium  with  France.  Many  of  the 
foreign  papers,  English,  French  and  Belgian,  are  dis- 
cussing the  expediency  of  a union  of  Belgium  to 
France,  with  some  earnestness  and  warmth. 

The  Frankfort  Journal  argues  that  neutrality 
alone  can  keep  up  the  Belgian  monarchy,  and  a 
union  with  France  would  extinguish  this,  whilst  a 
commercial  union  with  Germany  will  in  no  wise  af- 
fect Belgian  independence.  The  Brussels  Indpen- 
dent  shows  that  Belgian  commerce  is  in  no  sufferin«- 
state:  ° 

“From  1834  to  1838,  the  consumption  of  foreign 
produce  in  Belgium  rose  only  from  182  to  201  mil- 
lions of  francs,  whilst  the  exportation  of  Belgian 
manufactures  rose  from  118  to  156  millions.  The 
exportation  of  manufactures  from  Belgium,  propo- 
tioned  to  the  population,  is  double  that  of  France,  and 
within  one-fifth  of  that  of  England.  How  can  Belgium 
be  said,  then,  to  be  in  a suffering  state,  or  to  be  in  such 
imminent  need  of  extreme  remedies?” 

On  the  subject  of  the  commercial  union  between 
France  and  Belgium  the  Quotidienne  says — 

“In  suppressing  the  customs  line  between  the  coun- 
tries, we  have  all  the  duties  of  export  and  import 
between  us  and  Belgium,  being  nearly  nine  millions 
of  francs  in  1839.  Besides,  we  take  charge  of  guard- 
ing the  frontier  of  Belgium.  The  Belgians  are  four 
millions  of  manufacturers,  capable  of  supplying  100 
millions  with  their  products.  By  their  union  with 
France,  the  Belgians  get  33  millions  of  consumers, 
whilst  France  gets  in  exchange  only  four  millions  of 
consumers.” 

The  Courier  replies  to  this,  that  the  duties  on 
the  Belgian  frontier  are  in  a great  measure  levied 
on  English  products,  sent  round  through  Belgium. 
The  Belgians,  though  few,  are  great  consumers,  and 
their  four  millions  are  in  this  respect  fully  equal  to 
eight. 


was  to  take  with  him  only  one  line-of-battle  ship  and 
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A celebration,  to  continue  several  days,  commenc- 
ed with  great  pomp  and  excitement  at  Boulogne-Sur- 
Mer,  on  the  15th  ult.  on  the  occasion  of  the  “inaugu- 
ration” of  a statute  of  Napoleon. 

CANADA. 

Internal  Improvements.  The  “hoard  of  works” 
in  Canada  have  made  a report  to  the  governor  gene- 
ral and  provincial  parliament,  recommending  sundry 
important  internal  improvements  which  are  divided 
into  three  classes,  as  follows: 

Estimated  cost. 

First  class— canals,  harbors,  &c.  $5,672,728 

Second  class— roads,  848,000 

Third  class  do.  457,420 


Total, 


5,958,148 


or  Canada  currency,  <£1,789,537 
The  governor  general  (Lord  Sydenham)  suggests 
in  his  message,  according  to  the  Montreal  Courier, 
that  the  means  may  he  raised  for  the  works  in  the 
first  class  ($1,418,182)  by  a loan,  or  through  a fiscal 
agent,  or  as  that  paper  says,  his  plan  “does  include 
the,  to  some,  obnoxious  feature  of  a provincial  bank 

of  issue.”  , ...  , 

Of  the  amounts  to  be  appropriated  as  above 
<n  goo  000  are  for  the  Welland  canal,  $3,000,724  for 
the  St ' Lawrence  navigation,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  first  class  to  the  rivers  Richelieu  and  Ottawa, 
Burlington  bay  canal,  harbors  and  light  houses  on 
lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  &c. 

The  Welland  canal  has  already  cost  <£491,777, 
(1  667  108),  of  which  £117, 800, is  held  by  private  in- 
dividuals, for  the  purchasing  out  of  whose  stock  a 
bill  is  now  before  parliament,  and  thereby  placing 
the  work  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  province.  This 
canal  is  at  present  very  defective  in  its  construction, 
and  it  must  be  deepened  and  widened  throughout. — 
The  new  locks  are  to  be  of  cut  stone,  120  feet  long 
by  26  feet  wide,  and  8|  feet  deep.  The)  whole  cost 
of  this  canal  from  the  first,  it  thus  appears,  will  be 

about  $3,767,108.  T 

When  the  improvements  in  the  St.  Lawrence  na- 
vigation and  the  Welland  canal  are  completed,  John 
Bull  will  have  a free  passage  for  his  vessels  between 
Quebec  and  Lake  Huron,  passing  through  Ontario 
and  Erie.  He  has  also  a project  for  another  route 
by  the  river  Ottawa  to  Lake  Huron.  Although  sir 
Robert  Peel  and  his  party  coming  into  power  in 
England  may  object  to  a repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  we 
take  it  for  granted  that  he  will  not  object  to  a “free 
trade”  in  grain  or  flour  with  the  British  province  of 
Canada;  and  as  every  facility  will  be  afforded  to  pass 
American  flour  and  other  produce  through  Montreal 
and  Quebec  to  England  we  may  expect  a diversion 
of  a large  portion  of  our  lake  trade  in  that  direction. 

[JF.  F.  Express. 
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SECOND  VETO  MESSAGE, 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United.  Slates: 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I feel  myself  con- 
strained by  the  duty  faithfully  to  execute  the  office 
of  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  to  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  to  return  to  the  house 
in  which  it  originated  the  bill  “to  provide  for  the  bet- 
ter collection,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue  by  means  of  a corporation,  to  be  styled 
the  fiscal  corporation  of  the  United  States,  with 
my  written  objections. 

In  my  message  sent  to  the  senate  on  the  16th  day 
of  August  last,  returning  the  bill  “to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States,” 
I distinctly  declared  that  my  own  opinion  had  been 
uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  “of 
the  power  of  congress  to  create  a national  bank  to 
operate  per  se  over  the  union,”  and,  entertaining  that 
opinion,  my  main  objection  to  that  bill  was  based 
upon  the  highest  moral  and  religious  obligations  of 
conscience  and  the  constitution.  I readily  admit  that 
whilst  the  qualified  veto  with  which  the  chief  magis- 
trate is  invested  should  be  regarded,  and  was  intend- 
ed, by  the  wise  men  who  made  it  a part  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  a great  conservative  principle  of  our 
system,  without  the  exercise  of  which,  on  important 
occasions,  a mere  representative  majority  might 
urge  the  government  in  its  legislation  beyond  the 
limits  fixed  by  its  framers,  or  might  exert  its  just 
powers  too  hastily  or  oppressively;  yet,  it  is  a power 
which  ought  to  be  most  cautiously  exerted  and  per- 
haps never,  except  in  a case  eminently  involving  the 
public  interest,  or  one  in  which  the  oath  of  the  pre- 
sident acting  under  his  convictions  both  mental  and 
moral,  imperiously  requires  its  exercise.  In  such  a 
case  he  has  no  alternative.  He  must  either  exert 
the  negative  power  entrusted  to  him  by  the  constitu- 


tion chiefly  for  its  own  preservation,  protection  and 
defence,  or  commit  an  act  of  gross  moral  turpitude. 
Mere  regard  to  the  will  of  a majority  must  not,  in  a 
constitutional  republic  like  ours,  control  this  sacred 
and  solemn  duty  of  a sworn  officer.  The  constitu- 
tion itself,  I regard  and  cherish  as  the  embodied  and 
written  will  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  their  fixed  and  fundamental  law,  which  they 
unanimously  prescribe  to  the  public  functionaries — 
their  mere  trustees  and  servants.  This,  their  will, 
and  the  law  which  they  have  gtVen  us  as  the  rule  of 
our  action,  has  no  guard,  no  guarantee  of  preserva- 
tion, protection  and  defence,  but  the  oaths  which  it 
prescribes  to  the  public  officers,  the  sanctity  with 
which  they  shall  religiously  observe  those  oaths,  and 
the  patriotism  with  which  the  people  shall  shield  it 
by  their  own  sovereign  will,  which  has  made  the 
constitution  supreme. 

It  must  be  exertedspgainst  the  will  of  a mere  repre- 
sentative majority — or  not  at  all.  It  is  alone  in  pursu- 
ance of  that  will  that  any  measure  can  reach  the 
president,  and  to  say  that  because  a majority  in  con- 
gress have  passed  a bill,  the  president  should  therefore 
sanction  it,  is  to  abrogate  the  power  altogether,  and  to 
render  its  insertion  in  the  constitution  a work  of  ab- 
solute supererogation.  The  duty  is  to  guard  the  fun- 
damental will  of  the  people  themselves  from — in  this 
case  I admit  unintentional — change  or  infraction,  by 
a majority  in  congress.  And  in  that  light  alone  do  I 
regard  the  constitutional  duty  which  I now  must  re- 
luctantly discharge. 

Is  this  bill  now  presented  for  my  approval  or  dis- 
approval, such  a bill  as  I have  already  declared  could 
not  receive  my  sanction?  Is  it  such  a bill  as  calls  for 
the  exercise  of  the  negative  power  under  the  consti- 
tution? Does  it  violate  the  constitution,  by  creating 
a national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over  the  union?  Its 
title,  in  the  first  place,  describes  its  general  charac- 
ter. It  is  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collec- 
tion, safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue,” by  means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the 
Fiscal  Corporation  of  the  United  States.  In  style,  then, 
it  is  plainly  national  in  its  character.  Its  powers, 
functions  and  duties  are  those  which  pertain  to  the 
collecting , keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue. 

The  means  by  which  there  are  to  be  exerted  is  a 
corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal  Corporation  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a corporation  created  by  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  in  its  character  of  a 
national  legislature,  for  the  whole  union,  to  perform 
the  fiscal  purposes,  meet  the  fiscal  wants  and  exigen- 
cies, supply  the  fiscal  uses,  and  exert  the  fiscal  agen- 
cies of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  Such  is 
its  own  discription  of  itself. 

Do  its  provisions  contradict  its  title?  They  do  not. 
It  is  true  that  by  its  first  section  it  provides  that  it 
shall  be  established  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but 
the  amount  of  its  capital — the  manner  in  which  its 
stock  is  to  be  subscribed  for  and  held — the  persons, 
bodies  corporate  and  politic  by  whom  its  stock 
may  be  held — the  appointment  of  its  directors — and 
their  powers  and  duties — its  fundamental  articles — 
especially  that  to  establish  agencies  in  any  part  of 
the  union — the  corporate  powers  and  business  of  such 
agencies — the  prohibition  of  congress  to  establish  any 
other  corporation  with  similar  powers  for  twenty 
years,  with  express  reservation  in  the  same  clause, 
to  modify  or  create  any  bank  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, so  that  the  aggregate  capitals  shall  not  ex- 
ceed five  millions — without  enumerating  other  fea- 
tures which  are  equally  distinctive  and  characteristic, 
clearly  show  that  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  other  than 
a bank  of  the  United  States  with  powers  seemingly 
more  limited  than  have  heretofore  been  granted  to 
such  an  institution. 

It  operates  per  se  over  the  union  by  virtue  of  the 
unaided,  and  in  my  view,  assumed  authority  of  con- 
gress as  a national  legislature,  as  distinguishable 
from  a bank  created  by  congress  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  as  the  local  legislature  of  the  District. 
Every  United  States  bank  heretofore  created  has  had 
power  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  as  well  as  in  local 
discounts.  Both  were  trading  privileges  conferred 
and  both  exercised  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  power 
of  congress,  over  the  whole  union.  The  question  of 
power  remains  unchanged,  without  reference  to  the 
extent  of  privilege  granted. 

If  this  proposed  corporation  is  tobe  regarded  as  a 
local  bank  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  invested  by 
congress  with  general  powers  to  operate  over  the 
union,  it  is  obnoxious  to  still  stronger  objections.  It 
assumes  that  congress  may  invest  a local  institution 
with  general  or  national  powers.  With  the  same 
propriety  that  it  may  do  this  in  regard  to  a bank  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  it  may  as  to  a state  bank. — 
Yet  who  can  indulge  the  idea  that  this  government 
can  rightfully,  by  making  a state  bank  its  fiscal  agent, 
invest  it  with  the  absolute  and  unqualified  powers 
conferred  by  this  bill?  When  I come  to  look  at  the 
details  of  the  bill,  they  do  not  recommend  it  strongly 


to  my  adoption.  A brief  notice  of  some  of  its  pro- 
visions will  suffice. 

1st.  It  may  justify  substantially  a system  of  dis- 
counts of  the  most  objectionable  character.  It  is  to  «. 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  in  one  state  and 
payable  in  another,  without  any  restraint.  The  bill 
of  exchange  may  have  an  unlimited  time  to  run,  and 
its  renewability  is  no  where  guarded  against.  It  may 
in  fact,  assume  the  most  objectionable  form  of  ac- 
commodation paper.  It  is  not  required  to  rest  on  any 
actual,  real  or  substantial  exchange  basis.  A drawer, 
in  one  place,  becomes  the  acceptor  in  another,  and,  so 
in  turn,  the  acceptor  may  become  the  drawer  upon  a 
mutual  understanding.  It  may,  at  the  same  time, 
indulge  in  mere  local  discounts  under  the  name  of 
bills  of  exchange.  A bill  drawn  at  Philadelphia  on 
Camden,  New  Jersey — at  New  York  on  a border 
town  in  New  Jersey — at  Cincinnati  on  New  Port,  in 
Kentucky,  not  to  multiply  other  examples,  might, 
for  any  thing  in  this  bill  to  restrain  it  become  a mere 
matter  of  local  accommodation.  Cities,  thus,  rela- 
tively situated,  would  possess  advantages  over  cities 
otherwise  situated,  of  so  decided  a character  as  most 
justly  to  excite  dissatisfaction. 

2d.  There  is  no  limit  prescribed  to  the  premium  in 
the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  thereby  correcting 
none  of  the  evils  under  which  the  community  now 
labors,  and  operating  most  injuriously  upon  the  agri- 
cultural states,  in  which  the  irregularities  in  the  rates 
of  exchange  are  most  severely  felt.  Nor  are  these 
the  only  consequences.  A resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  those  states  would  be  liable 
to  indefinite  postponement;  for  as  the  operation  of 
the  agencies  of  the  interior  would  chiefly  consist  in 
selling  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  purchases  could 
only  be  made  in  specie  or  the  notes  of  banks  paying 
specie,  the  state  banks  would  either  have  to  con- 
tinue with  their  doors  closed,  or  exist  at  the  mercy 
of  this  national  monopoly  of  brokerage.  Nor  can  it 
be  passed  over  without  remark,  that  whilst  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  is  made  the  seat  of  the  principal 
bank,  its  citizens  are  excluded  from  all  participation 
in  any  benefit  it  might  afford  by  a positive  prohibi- 
tion on  the  bank  from  all  discounting  within  the  Dis- 
trict. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  which  prominently 
exist  against  the  details  of  the  bill.  Others  might 
be  urged  of  much  force,  but  it  would  be  unprofitable 
to  dwell  upon  them.  Suffice  it  to  add  that  this  char- 
ter is  designed  to  continue  for  twenty  years  without 
a competitor.  That  the  defects  to  which  I have  al- 
luded being  founded  on  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
corporation,  are  irrevocable — and  that  if  the  objec- 
tions be  well  founded,  it  would  be  over  hazardous  to 
pass  the  bill  into  a law. 

In  conclusion,  I take  leave  most  respectfully  to  say 
that  I have  felt  the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  congress  in  the  adoption  of  a fiscal 
agent,  which,  avoiding  all  constitutional  objections, 
should  harmonize  conflicting  opinions.  Actuated  by 
this  feeling  I have  been  ready  to  yield  much  in  a spi- 
rit of  conciliation  to  the  opinions  of  others.  And  it 
is  with  great  pain  that  I now  feel  compelled  to  differ 
from  congress  a second  time  in  the  same  session . At  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  inclined  from  choice  to 
defer  to  the  legislative  will,  I submitted  to  congress  the 
propriety  of  adopting  a fiscal  agent  which,  without  vio- 
lating the  constitution,  would  separate  the  public 
money  from  the  executive  control,  and  perform  the 
operations  of  the  treasury,  without  being  burdensome 
to  the  people  or  inconvenient  or  expensive  to  the 
government.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  this 
department  of  the  government  cannot,  upon  consti- 
tutional and  other  grounds,  concur  with  the  legisla- 
tive department  in  this  last  measure  proposed  to  attain 
these  desirable  objects.  Owing  to  the  brief  space 
between  the  period  of  the  death  of  my  lamented 
predecessor  and  my  own  installation  into  office,  I was 
in  fact  not  left  time  to  prepare  and  submit  a definite 
recommendation  of  my  own  in  my  regular  message; 
and  since, my  mind  has  been  wholly  occupied  in  a most 
anxious  attempt  to  conform  my  action  to  the  legislative 
will.  In  this  communication  I am  confined  by  the  con- 
stitution to  my  objections  simply  to  this  bill,  but  the 
period  of  the  regular  session  will  soon  arrive  when 
it  will  be  my  duty  under  another  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution “to  give  to  congress  information  of  the  state 
of  the  union  and  recommend  to  their  consideration 
such  measures  as  I shall  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient.” And  I most  respectfully  submit  in  a spirit 
of  harmony  whether  the  present  differences  of  opi- 
nion should  be  pressed  further  at  this  time,  and  whe- 
ther the  peculiarity  of  my  situation  does  not  entitle 
me  to  a postponement  of  this  subject  to  a more  au- 
spicious  period  for  deliberation.  The  two  houses  of 
congress  have  distinguished  themselves  at  this  ex- 
traordinary session,  by  the  performance  of  an  im- 
mense mass  of  labor  at  a season  very  unfavorable 
both  to  health  and  action;  and  have  passed  many 
laws  which  I trust  will  prove  highly  beneficial  to 
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the  interests  of  the  country,  and  fully  answer  its 
just  expectations.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune 
and  pleasure  to  concur  with  them  in  all  measures 
except  this;  and  why  should  our  difference  on  this 
alone  be  pushed  to  extremes?  It  is  my  anxious  desire 
that  they  should  not  be.  I too  have  been  burden- 
ed with  extraordinary  labors  of  late,  and  I sincerely 
desire  time  for  deep  and  deliberate  reflection  on  this, 
the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  administration.  May 
we  not  now  pause  until  a more  favorable  time,  when 
with  the  most  anxious  hope  that  the  executive  and 
congress  may  cordially  unite,  some  measure  of  fi- 
nance may  be  deliberately  adopted  promotive  of  the 
good  of  our  common  country. 

I will  take  this  occasion  to  declare  that  the  con- 
clusion to  which  I have  brought  myself  are  those  of 
a settled  conviction,  founded,  in  my  opinion,  on  a 
just  view  of  the  constitution — that  in  arriving  at  it,  I 
nave  been  actuated  by  no  other  motive  or  desire  than 
to  uphold  the  institutions  of  the  country  as  they  have 
come  down  to  us  from  the  hands  of  our  God-like  an- 
cestors— and  that  I shall  esteem  my  efforts  to  sustain 
them,  even  though  I perish,  more  honorable  than  to 
win  the  applause  of  men  by  a sacrifice  of  my  duty 
and  my  conscience.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington , September  9,  1841. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Theodore  H.  McCalcb,  judge  of  the  U.  States  in  the 
district  of  Louisiana. 

Edward  Brooks,  collector  of  the  customs  at  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

DIPLOMATIC.  Col.  Chew,  late  charge  d'affairs 
of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Rush,  who  has  been  for  several  years  secre- 
tary of  legation  from  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  St.  James,  sailed  in  the  Susquehanna,  on  the  10th 
ult.  for  Philadelphia. 

Allen  M.  Hall,  esq.  the  newly  appointed  charge 
d’affairs,  arrived  at  Laguira  on  the  9th  of  August, 
after  a passage  of  18  days  from  Philadelphia,  in  the 
brig  Rowena.  The  next  day  he  proceeded  to  Cara- 
cas, a few  miles  distant  where  he  contemplates  esta- 
blishing his  residence. 

THE  LOAN.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has 
obtained  the  one  million  of  dollars,  lately  advertised 
for,  at  5£  per  cent,  per  annum. 

TREASURY  NOTES.  Treasury  Department,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837, 
1838,  1839,  1840  $26,681,337  53 

Redeemed  of  those  issues  24,864,363  64 


Leaving  outstanding  $1,816,973  89 

Issued  under  the  act  of  1841,  viz:  Prior 
to  March  4,  673,681  32 
Since  March  4,4,973,251  58 

5,646,932  90 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  199,266  30 

Leaving  outstanding  5,447,666  60 


PUBLIC  LANDS  NOT  YET  ADVERTISED 
FOR  SALE— REASONS  WHY— The  communi- 
cation of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  senate 
on  the  23d  ultimo,  covering  a report  from  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  calling  for  the  amount  of  lands  surveyed  and 
ready  for  sale  since  March,  1841,  represents  an  ag- 
gregate quantity  of  8,469,567  acres  surveyed  and 
prepared  for  market,  not  yet  advertised  for  sale. 

The  notes  appended  to  the  report  show  that,  of 
the  aforesaid  aggregate,  the  greater  portion,  lying  in 
eight  states  and  territories,  is  suspended  (among  other 
causes)  either  by  the  operation  of  law,  being  lead 
mineral,  or  by  reason  of  not  being  attached  to  any 
land  district,  and  which,  therefore,  cannot  be  offered 
for  sale  until  the  action  of  the  legislature  shall  posi- 
tively so  order.  One  or  the  other  of  these  causes 
hold  up  all  the  unoffered  lands  in  Indiana,  Missouri, 
Alabama,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

In  Illinois,  we  understand,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  100,000  acres,  the  residue  of  the  1,053,346  acres 
represented  in  the  table,  are  lands  which  were  once 
proclaimed  for  sale  on  the  18th  of  February,  1841, 
to  be  offered  in  the  present  month,  but  Which  were 
withdrawn  from  market  on  urgent  representations  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  detriment  to  them  which  would 
ensue  if  the  sale  should  be  insisted  on. 

It  maybe  added  that  the  table  shows  a large  quan- 
tity of  surveyed  land  in  Michigan,  2,089,098  acres, 
opposite  to  which  no  note  has  been  made.  As  showing 
the  probable  availibility  to  the  purposes  of  revenue 
of  lands  in  that  state,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  of 
some  millions  of  acres  offered  for  sale  in  the  last  year 
in  that  state,  only  a few  hundred  acres,  we  understand, 
were  bought  up,  and  those  at  the  minimum  price. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  REPORT. 

The  quantity  of  public  land  surveyed  and  prepared 
for  market,  not  yet  advertised  for  sale,  is  put  down 
at  8,469,567  acres. 

Indiana,  - - - 


Illinois,  - 

Missouri,  - 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Michigan,  - 

Arkansas, 

Wisconsin,- 

Iowa, 


1,053,346 

- 475,343 
1,614,229 

- 1,314,707 

233,873 

- 2,089,098 

495,408 

- 187,969 
694,229 


acres. 

[1] 

do. 

[2] 

do. 

f3] 

do. 

[4] 

do. 

[5] 

do. 

[6] 

do. 

do. 

do. 

[7] 

do. 

[7] 

attached 

any  land  district. 

[2] .  About  100,000  acres  of  this  land  withheld 
from  sale — supposed  to  contain  lead  mineral. 

[3] .  Late  northwestern  addition  to  the  state — not 
attached  to  any  land  district. 

[4] .  Late  Cherokee  cession — not  attached  to  any 
land  district. 

[5] .  Withheld  from  sale  until  certain  Choctaw 
claims,  under  treaty  of  1830,  shall  be  adjusted. 

[6] .  These  lands  adjoin  the  Texian  territory — 
withheldfrom  sale  until  the  line  dividing  Texas  from 
the  United  States  shall  be  established. 

[7] .  Withheld  from  sale,  as  being  situated  in  the 

lead  region.  [ Nat . Intelligencer. 


Making  an  aggregate  outstanding  of  $7,264,640  49 
T.  Ewing,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

AMERICAN  TRADE.  Seventy-nine  American 
ships  visited  the  island  of  Tahiti,  during  the  year 
1840,  the  tonnage  of  which  amounted  to  36,975  tons, 
and  employed  1,985  seamen.  The  ships  employed 
off  and  on  were  not  included  in  the  number, 

TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH 
GREAT  BRITAIN.  But  few  persons  not  familiar 
with  the  subject  are  aware,  says  the  Boston  Mercan- 
tile Journal,  of  the  immense  amount  of  trade  which 
is  every  year  carried  on  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  and  which  is  clearly  exhibited  in  the 
following  table,  which  also  shows  that  this  country 
takes  from  Great  Britain,  in  manufactures,  on  an 
average  of  years,  the  whole  value  of  the  produce  ex- 
ported to  that  country. 


Value  (in  dollars ) of 

Value  (in  dollars ) of 

imports  into  Great 

exports  from  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland 

Britain  and  Ireland 

from  the  U.  States. 

to  the  U.  States. 

1831 

26,329,352 

24,539,214 

1832 

30,810,995 

36,921,265 

1833 

32,363,450 

37,845,824 

1834 

44,212,097 

47,242,807 

1835 

52,180,977 

61,249,527 

1836 

57,875,213 

78,645,968 

1837 

54,683,797 

44,886,943 

1838 

52,176,610 

44,861,973 

1839 

59,896,212 

65,964,588 

REVOLUTIONARY  REMINISCENCE.  The 
ceremony  of  reinterring  at  Rochester,  the  remains  of 
Lieutenant  Boyd  and  his  gallant  associates,  who  fell 
in  fight  with  the  Indians  on  the  Genesee  river  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  took  place  a few  days  ago. — 
By  the  account  in  the  papers  it  must  have  been  an 
imposing  display.  The  fine  military  companies,  of 
which  Rochester  and  the  adjoining  country  boast, 
were  out,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens  were 
in  attendance. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Dinner  to  Col.  Bankhead  and  the  officers  of  the 
2nd  regiment  artillery.  The  citizens  of  Buffalo  on 
learning  that  the  second  regiment  of  U.  S.  artillery, 
under  command  of  Col.  B.  were  ordered  from  thence 
to  the  Atlantio  coast,  addressed  a warm  friendly  let- 
ter and  an  invitation  to  them,  to  partake  of  a public 
dinner,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  dinner  discussed 
on  the  10th  ult.  col.  Ira  A.  Blossom,  president,  H. 
Seymour,  jr.  vice  president.  Col.  Crane,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  and  several  other  invited  guests  were  pre- 
sent. The  band  of  the  second  contributed  to  enliven 
the  scene.  A number  of  spirited  toasts  were  given 
and  some  excellent  speeches  made.  The  whole 
passed  off  admirably.  On  the  13th  the  rigiment  em- 
barked in  thirteen  canal  boats  for  the  seabord. — 
Their  stations  are  assigned  in  the  following  orders: 

Companies  F and  I,  under  command  of  Maj. 
Payne,  arrived  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Aug.  25,  in  the 
steamboat  Massachusetts,  from  New  York,  and  will 
garrison  Fort  Adams. 


4th  artillery.  Four  companies  arrived  at  Buffalo  a 
few  days  since,  in  the  steamboat  Buffalo,  in  22  hours 
from  Detroit.  B company,  capt.  J.  M.  Washington, 
and  F company,  lieut.  R.  C.  Smead  comm’g,  remain 
at  Buffalo.  D and  K companies  proceed  to  Sacket’s 
Harbor. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  43. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  29,  1841. 

I.  The  4th  regiment  of  artillery  will  take  post  as 
follows: 

Fort  Brady,  one  company;  Fort  Mackinac,  one 
company;  Detroit  frontier,  three  companies;  Cleve- 
land, one  company;  Buffalo,  two  companies;  Madison 
barracks,  two  companies. 

II.  On  being  relieved  by  the  4th  artillery,  the 
whole  of  the  2d  regiment  of  the  same  arm  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  seabord,  and  take  post  as  follows: 

Fort  Columbus,  two  companies. 

(Head-quarters  of  the  regiment.) 

Fort  Hamilton,  one  company;  Fort  La  Fayette, 
one  company;  Fort  Adams  two  companies. 

(Under  the  major.) 

Fort  Mifflin,  one  company. 

Not  to  take  post  earlier  than  the  1st  Oct. 

Fort  Monroe,  three  companies. 

(Under  the  lieutenant  colonel.) 

III.  On  the  arrival  of  the  new  garrison  at  Fort 

Columbus,  capt.  Dimick’s  company  I),  1st  artillery, 
w-ill  proceed  to  the  east,  and  be  posted  by  brigadier 
general  Eustis,  commanding  the  northern  department 
of  the  eastern  division.  By  command  of  maj.  gene- 
ral Scott,  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Tribute  to  worth.  The  officers  of  the  army  on 
duty  at  St.  Augustine  have  been  required  to  perform 
the  last  solemn  rite  on  earth  to  the  remains  of  their 
late  friend  and  brother,  Dr.  C.  Noyes,  assistant  sur- 
geon, who  died  on  the  26th  instant,  another  victim 
from  among  us  to  the  climate,  a long  tour  of  service 
in  a debilitated  state,  and  the  privations  incident  to 
the  interior  of  Florida. 

In  communicating  this  bereavement  to  the  rela- 
tions and  friends  of  the  doctor,  and  to  the  army, 
with  our  condolence,  we  have  the  more  agreeable 
duty  also  of  expressing  our  sincere  and  high  respect 
of  the  deceased  for  his  high  attainments,  moral 
worth,  and  the  enduring  reputation  he  had  attained 
by  persevering  devotion  to  his  professional  duties; 
and  for  respect  to  his  memory  we  will  wear  crape 
for  one  month. 

S.  Churchill,  major  3d  artillery. 

W.  L.  McClintock,  major  U.  S.  A. 

Charles  Mapes,  P.  M.  U.  S.  A. 

C.  Andrews,  P.  M.  U.  S.  A. 

G.  H.  Crossman,  A.  Q.  M. 

S.  P.  Heintzelman,  capt.  and  A.  Q.  M. 

C.  A.  Waite,  capt.  and  A.  Q.  M. 

Braxton  Bragg,  1st  lieut.  3d  art. 

W.  A.  Browne,  1st  lieut.  3d  art. 

Henry  B.  Judd,  1st  lieut.  3d  art. 

Wm.  Gilham,  2d  lieut.  3d  art. 

St.  Augustine,  (E.  F. ) July  27,  1841. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  publication  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle 
has  been  resumed.  In  the  number  published  2d 
Sept,  the  public  are  told  that  the  statement  which 
first  appeared  in  the  Pensacola  Gazette,  as  “made 
up”  by  a naval  officer  and  presented  to  that  paper  for 
publication,  and  has  been  extensively  copied  into 
other  papers,  purporting  to  be  a list  of  the  U.  S. 
navy,  is  a mere  transcript  from  the  last  official 
Naval  Register.  The  editor  adds:  “There  are  on 
that  list  the  names  of  vessels  that  have  no  existence 
except  upon  paper — some  that  are  rotten,  to  repair 
which  would  cost  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  to  build 
new  ones — some  that  are  not  fitted  for  cruising  ships 
— -and  several  that  are  on  the  stocks. 

The  last  annual  report  from  the  navy  department 
does  not  exhibit  the  actual  condition  of  each  particu- 
lar ship.  We  can  therefore  only  give  from  our  own 
information,  their  present  state.  We  do  this,  that 
people  may  not  be  led  astray  into  a belief  that  our 
navy,  which  looks  so  large  upon  paper,  is  as  exten- 
sive as  it  appears  to  be. 

Ships  rotten  and  unfit  for  repairs. — Franklin  and 
Washington,  74;  Java  and  Hudson,  44. 

Broken  up  and  not  in  existence. — Guerriere,  44: 
Natchez,  20. 

Converted  into  store  ships. — Lexington,  20;  Erie,  18. 

Not  fitted  for  cruising  vessels,  (particularly  in  war 
time.) — Warren,  20;  Pioneer  and  Consort,  brigs; 
Relief,  store  ship.” 

By  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
Samuel  Breck,  esq.  Philadelphia,  it  is  announced  as 
the  purpose  of  the  department  to  retain  the  steam 
frigate  Mississippi  in  the  Delaware  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  city. 
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Temperance  movement  for  the  Navy.  Many  of  i 
the  crew  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  having  been  seen  in 
the  streets  of  Boston  intoxicated,  memorials  have 
been  put  in  circulation  to  stop  “the  grog”  in  our  na- 
tional ships.  [Boston  paper. 

Appropriations  for  the  Navy.  The  following 
statement  which  we  derive  from  a speech  of  Mr. 
King  of  Georgia,  shows  the  amount  of  appropriations 
for  the  navy  in  different  years,  and  the  number  of 
guns  afloat: 


Year. 

Appropriated. 

Guns  afloat. 

1836 

$7,011,055 

462 

1837 

8,185,710 

554 

1838 

5,502,420 

630 

1839 

5,264,385 

596 

1840 

5,155,120 

882 

1841* 

7,333,943 

1,007 

In  1800,  with  a population  of  5,305,000  and  669,000 
tons  of  registered  tonnage,  we  had  876  guns  afloat;  in 
1841  our  population  is  17,000,000  our  tonnage 
2,960,000,  and  yet  our  guns  are  but  1,007.  This 
shows  how  far  our  naval  force  is  from  keeping  up 
with  the  growth  of  the  population  and  the  commerce 
of  the  country.  Applying  the  same  ratio  of  defence 
at  this  day  which  existed  in  1800,  we  ought  to  have 
2,000  guns  afloat.  [Neivark  Daily  Adv. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Journal  states  that  the  fri- 
gate Macedonian  and  sloop  of  war  Warren,  have  re- 
ceived orders  to  sail  immediately  on  a cruise;  and 
that  further  orders  have  been  received,  to  get  ready 
for  sea,  not  only  the  Ohio,  but  the  frigate  Columbia, 
the  sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  and  the  schooner 
Grampus.  The  Columbia  will  probably  require  ex- 
tensive repairs,  and,  of  course,  will  have  to  go  into 
the  dry  dock,  where  the  Erie,  altered  into  a store- 
ship,  is  now  undergoing  repairs.  The  John  Adams 
has  been  lying  at  the  yard,  ready  for  sea,  many 
months. 

It  is  said  that  capt.  T.  Ap  Catesby  Jones  will  be 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Pacific  squadron. 

[Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Brandywine,  from  New  York  via 
Lisbon,  arrived  at  Cadiz,  August  1. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Preble  was  at  Gibraltar  August  8, 
having  arrived  July  28,  from  Malaga. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Van  Buren  sailed  from  Balti- 
more on  the  6th  for  the  Florida  station. 

On  the  7th,  the  U.  S.  schooner  Phoenix,  built  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  lieut.  J.  T.  McLaughlin, 
and  destined  for  the  Florida  service,  was  launched 
from  the  ship  yard  of  Mr.  M.  Gardner.  These  ves- 
sels, together  with  the  schrs.  Flirt,  Wave,  Otsego, 
and  Madison,  and  the  brig  Jefferson,  with  a detach- 
ment of  one  hundred  marines,  compose  the  squadron 
to  be  employed  in  Florida  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  McLaughlin. 

Officers  of  the  Van  Buren. — Jno.  B.  Marchand,  lieut. 
com’t.;  H.  A.  Wise  and  Alex.  Murrays  P.  midship- 
men; Hezekiah  Niles,  Geo.  W.  Rodgers,  midship- 
men; V.  L.  Gorden,  ass’t  surgeon;  James  Maguire, 
2d  lieut.  marines;  R.  Marshall,  captain’s  clerk. 

Officers  of  the  Phoenix. — C.  St.  George  Noland,  act- 
ing lieut.  comd’g;  J.  Nicholson  Barney,  Edward 
Donaldson,  passed  midshipmen;  E.  A.  Barnett,  mid- 
shipman; Samuel  Hollins,  captain’s  clerk. 

A Delightful  Scene.  We  understand  that  cap- 
tain Moore,  of  the  United  States  navy,  recently,  for 
the  first  time  since  his  station  at  this  place,  shipped 
a crew  on  board  his  vessel.  At  night,  he  informed 
them  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  reading  his  Bible 
every  night,  and  if  they  chose,  they  might  join  him; 
and  all,  with  one  accord,  came  forward,  so  that  the 
open  skylights  above  the  cabin  were  surrounded  with 
heads,  intently  listening  to  the  voice  of  their  com- 
mander, as  he  read  the  word  of  life.  He  then  com- 
mended them  to  God,  and  bid  them  good  night. — 
Soon  after,  there  came  along  a pleasure  boat,  with  a 
party  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  were  engaged, 
agreeable  to  the  apostolical  injunction,  being  merry, 
in  singing  Psalms.  As  they  came  near,  some  of  the 
crew  sung  out,  “captain,  we  know  that  tune!” — 
“Well,”  replied  he,  “strike  the  next  verse.”  So  they 
all  struck  in,  and  sung  the  following  verse  with  great 
enthusiasm,  and  the  compliment  was  returned  from 
the  boat  with  waving  of  handkerchiefs,  &c.  As  the 
boat,  passing  round,  again  neared  the  ship,  the  sai- 
lors called  out,  “captain,  we  know  the  missionary 
hymn!”  “Well,  then,  sing  it,”  he  replied.  So  they 
struck  up,  at  the  top  of  their  voices — 

“From  Greenland’s  icy  mountains,  &c.” 

And  thus,  instead  of  the  evening  being  passed  in  the 
forecastle,  singing  obscene  and  profane  songs,  as  of- 
ten it  is  with  seamen,  they  were  lingering  about  the 
captain’s  door,  singing  hyms,  till  time  to  “turn  in.” 

[Boston  Recor. 

*If  all  the  biils  now  before  congress  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  navy,  become  laws. 


i The  French  brig  of  war  Dunois  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola on  the  18  th  ult.  in  21  days  from  Vera  Cruz.  She 
will  await  there  the  arrival  of  the  corvette  La  Sa- 
bine, and  probably  both  vessels  will  remain  there 
during  the  hurricane  season.  All  well  on  board  the 
Dunois. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


MAINE. 

The  Revised  Code,  which  went  into  operation  on 
the  1st  inst.  contains  sundry  new  enactments  of  which 
the  citizens  of  this  state  ought  immediately  to  be  ap- 
prised. 

1st.  All  notes,  bills  of  exchange  and  orders,  paya- 
ble at  a future  day  or  at  sight,  and  not  on  demand, 
are  entitled  to  three  days  grace.  If,  however,  the 
third  day  happen  on  Sunday,  or  on  the  days  of  the 
annual  fast  or  thanksgiving,  or  fourth  of  July,  the 
grace  will  end  on  the  second  day.  And  if  the  third 
day  shall  happen  on  Monday,  and  the  fourth  of  July 
happen  on  the  same  day,  the  days  of  grace  are  to  end 
on  the  day  following;  and  if  the  third  day  of  grace 
happen  on  Sunday,  and  the  fourth  of  July  happen  on 
the  Saturday  previous,  the  grace  will  end  on  the  Mon- 
day following. 

Any  note,  bill  or  order,  whether  foreign  or  inland, 
may  be  protested,  if  dishonored;  and  the  protest,  be- 
ing under  the  hand  and  official  seal  of  the  notary,  and 
containing  a statement  of  the  demand,  refusal  and 
notice,  will  be  legal  evidence  of  those  facts,  in  any 
court  of  this  state. 

The  notary,  for  each  such  protest,  duly  recorded, 
is  entitled  to  a fee  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  which 
it  is  presumed,  will  be  charged  to  the  payers. 

In  reference  to  the  statute  of  limitations,  no  new 
promise  will  prevent  its  operation,  unless  the  same 
be  put  in  writing.  Partial  payments,  however,  if 
within  six  years,  may  operate  as  formerly;  but  the 
endorsement  of  the  same,  if  relied  upon  as  evidence, 
must  not  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  promisee  or  of 
his  agent. 

In  reference  to  the  law  of  the  road  teamsters  and 
others  are  forbidden  to  leave  their  teams  and  carri- 
ages in  the  highway  without  the  presence  of  the  dri- 
ver or  some  one  to  guide  the  same. 

And  drivers  of  stage  coaches  with  passengers  are 
punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  if  they  leave 
their  teams  unhitched,  or  without  being  under  the 
immediate  care  of  some  one. 

[Portland  Mv.  Aug.  14. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Geological  Survey.  The  Burlington  Free  Press 
says  “We  have  recently  had  a visit  from  Dr.  Jack- 
son,  our  distinguished  chemist  and  geologist,  who  is 
now  employed  in  the  geological  survey  of  N.  Hamp- 
shire. He  took,  whilst  here,  a cursory  survey  of 
some  of  the  localities  most  remarkable  in  this  vici- 
nity as  connected  with  a chain  of  scientific  inquiries 
on  the  geology  of  the  country  eastward  from  the 
Connecticut  river  to  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

Dr.  Jackson  has  already  extensively  collected  va- 
luable data  for  the  solution  of  important  problems 
demonstrative  of  the  formation  of  the  American  con- 
tinent. His  geological  surveys  of  N ova  Scotia,  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire,  have  afforded  him  a connected 
series  of  observations  which  we  should  wish  to  see 
carried  westward  through  Vermont,  and  connected 
with  the  basins  of  the  great  lakes  and  the  bed  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  acknowledged  skill  and  experience 
of  Dr.  Jackson  in  the  various  branches  of  science 
connected  with  geology,  we  mean  chemical  analysis 
and  metallurgy,  would  render  his  geological  investi- 
gations in  this  state  of  great  public  interest  and  im- 
portance.” 

Divorce  Law.  The  legislature  has,  it  seems,  pass- 
ed a law  that  will  give  great  delight  to  all  coveters 
of  matrimonial  abolition,  and  be  hailed  by  every  wife 
desirous  of  speedy  passage  from  legal  wedlock  to  the 
free  and  easy  shores  of  single  blessedness. 

The  statute  provides  that  the  wife  of  an  alien,  or 
citizen  of  any  other  state,  who  shall  have  resided  in 
New  Hampshire  for  two  years  together,  and  her  hus- 
band during  that  time  shall  not  have  come  into  that 
state  and  claimed  his  marital  rights  to  the  person  and 
property  of  his  wife,  may  apply  for  her  divorce,  and 
on  satisfactory  proof  of  the  fact,  a divorce  shall  be 
decreed.  During  the  separate  residence  she  is  to 
have  and  retain  the  exclusive  custody  and  guardian- 
ship of  minor  children  born  in  this  country  and  living 
with  her.  This  law  fits  the  D’Hauteville  case  so  fully 
in  all  particulars,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  es- 
cape the  suspicion  that  it  was  passed  with  an  express 
view  to  it.  There  are  certain  cases  that  it  will  be  al- 
together conclusive  against;  for  the  husband  will  ne- 


ver follow  his  wife  into  New  Hampshire  or  any  where 
else,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a divorce,  or  even 
a worse  calamity.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  the  lady 
of  the  reverend  gentleman  in  Connecticut,  has  we 
dare  say,  found  the  very  spot  for  her  wishes. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston  Ice  Trade.  There  are  sixteen  compa- 
nies now  engaged  in  the  business  of  shipping  ice  in 
Boston.  They  formerly  sold  ice  in  New  Orleans  at 
6 cents  a pound;  but  now  sell  it  at  one  cent,  and  by 
the  consequent  increase  of  consumption  and  the 
quantity  prevented  from  melting  by  the  dispatch  of 
sales,  they  make  four  dollars  now  to  where  they  made 
one  formerly.  The  ice  is  sawed  into  square  blocks 
not  less  than  12  inches  thick,  and  is  packed  into  ves- 
sels with  straw  and  hay,  boxed  with  thin  lumber 
made  air  tight.  One  Boston  company  paid  §7,000 
last  year  for  the  straw  and  hay  they  used  for  pack- 
ing. 

Boston  and  Maine  Rail  Road.  This  rail  road 
is  advancing  step  by  step  towards  completion.  It  is 
but  a short  time  since  it  made  an  advance  from  Exe- 
ter to  Newmarket.  The  rails  are  now  laid  between 
the  latter  place  and  Dover,  and  a train  of  cars  went 
over  the  road  to  that  place  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
it  will  be  soon  opened  thus  far  to  the  public,  making 
a distance  of  67  miles  from  Boston.  The  line  for  this 
distance  consists  of  part  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell 
rail  road,  15  miles — the  Boston  and  Portland  to  the 
New  Hampshire  line,  20  miles,  and  the  Boston  and 
Maine  to  Dover,  32  miles.  We  understand  that  it  is 
to  be  further  continued  the  present  season  to  the  state 
of  Maine,  at  Great  Falls. 

VERMONT. 

Compliment.  A few  days  ago,  while  the  fortifica- 
tion bill  was  under  discussion  in  the  United  States 
senate,  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  advocated  an  amend- 
ment in  favor  of  fortifying  the  frontier  of  that  state 
and  taking  some  care  of  Lake  Champlain.  He  ad- 
verted to  what  had  been  done  by  the  Green  Moun- 
tain boys  in  the  late  war,  &c.  After  he  had  con- 
cluded, Mr.  Preston  rose  and  said  that  “what  he  had 
just  heard  from  the  senator  had  certainly  left  him 
less  cause  for  regret;  if  the  defences  were  neglected 
any  where,  no  where  could  they  be  so  with  less  detri- 
ment to  the  country  than  in  Vermont;  the  spirit  of  her 
Green  Mountain  hoys  would  make  eveiy  pass  in  her  hills 
a Thermopylae  and  every  cove  a Salamis! 

CONNECTICUT. 

Banks.  There  are  thirty-one  banks  in  Connecti- 
cut. Their  aggregate  loans  are  §10,306,069;  their 
circulations,  $2,506,282;  their  specie  $420,092.  The 
Harford  bank  has  $77,000  specie;  the  Phoenix  do. 
$50,000;  the  others  from  $2,500  to  $33,000. 

There  are  rumors  in  circulation  detrimental  to  the 
Stanford  bank  of  Connecticut.  The  commissioners, 
in  their  recent  report,  state  that  the  bank  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  declare  a dividend,  notwithstanding  which 
a dividend  was  declared  of  $1  per  share,  report  says, 
out  of  the  capital. 

NEW  YORK. 

State  Canals.  There  are  but  few  subjects  of 
public  importance  in  which  the  people  of  this  state 
should  feel  a greater  interest  than  in  the  operations 
of  the  canals  constructed  by  the  state.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  the  friends  of  our  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, to  observe  and  note  its  triumphant  success. — 
But  few  however,  are  aware  of  the  fact  that,  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  with  all  of  the  late- 
ral canals,  (except  the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black 
River,  which  are  not  yet  completed)  are  paid  for  from 
the  funds  already  provided  for  that  purpose.  This 
will  leave  the  present  and  future  internal  improve- 
ment debt  of  the  state  to  amount  to  about  the  cost  of 
the  enlargement  for  the  Erie  canal,  the  construction 
of  the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals,  and 
other  improvements. 

The  following  statement  will  be  found  interesting, 
inasmuch  as  it  presents  a view,  of  the  operations  of 
our  canal  system  from  its  commencement  in  1817  to 
Sept.  30,  1840.  Since  then  a large  balance  has  ac- 


crued in  favor  of  the  canals. 

ERIE  AND  CHAMPLAIN  CANALS. 

Payments. 

Cost  of  construction $10,035,132  62 

Repairs 4,343,035  64 

Cost  of  collecting  tolls,  &c,  . . . 382,892  29 

Interest  on  loans 5,776,111  52 

Premium  on  stocks  purchased  . . . 338,386  55 

Miscellaneous  1,051,912  77 


21,927,471  39 

Balance  in  favor  of  E.  & C.  canal  fund  4,398,473  84 


$26,325,945  23 
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Revenue. 


Tolls 


Salt  duty 

Steamboat  tax  . . 

Sales  of  lands  . . . 

Rent  of  surplus  water 
Miscellaneous  . . . 

Interest  on  surplus  . 
Premium  on  loans  . . 


LATERAL  CANALS. 

Cost  of  construction. 


$18,595,818 

61 

3,592,039 

05 

2,055,458 

06 

73,509 

99 

103,755 

18 

25,127 

36 

247,354 

18 

1,474,502 

79 

158,380 

01 

$26,325,945 

23 

. $543,962 

23 

. 226,036 

64 

. 348,440 

61 

. 140,671 

49 

. 2,389,311 

72 

Total  ....  $3, 648, 422  69 

Interest 1,248,331  67 

Repairs 710,305  99 

Expenses  of  collection 54,032  96 

Miscellaneous 34,420  80 


Total  payments $5,695,514  11 

“ receipts 1,004,543  74 


Balance  against  lateral  canals  . . $4,690,970  37 

Revenue  to  September  30,  1840. 

Oswego $487,632  15 

Cayuga  and  Seneca 199,747  77  j 

Chemung 77,884  60 1 

Crooked  lake 37,785  49 

Chenango 201,493  73 


T7.  m , $1,004,543  74 

Viz:— Tolls  • . . . . 546,903  50 

Sales  of  land  (Oswego  canal)  212,956  97 
Rent  of  surplus  water  (do.)  6,045  53 

Miscellaneous  ....  72,535  55 

Premium  on  loans  . . 166,102  19 

1,004,543  74 

RECAPITULATION. 

_ . Payments.  Receipts. 

Erie  and  Champlain 

canals  $21,927,471  39  $26,325,945  23 

Lateral  canals  5,695,514  11  1,004,543  74 


$27,622,985  50  $27,330,488  97 
27,330,488  97 

Balance  against  all  j 

5302, 196  53 

1840  J 

This  balance  has  been  more  than  paid  by  the  nett 
revenue  on  the  canals  since  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 
year. 

The  auction  and  salt  duties  have  been  for  some 
years  transferred  from  the  canal  fund  to  the  general 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  state  government. 

The  actual  receipts  from  tells  only  on  all  of  the 
above  canals  to  Sept.  30,  1840,  was  $19,142,722  11. 
The  total  cost  of  the  same  canals,  with  repairs  and 
expenses  of  collection,  &c.  was  $19,173,832  15. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  interest  and  remaining  ex- 
penses on  the  canals  have  been  paid  by  the  auction 
and  salt  duties,  the  steamboat  tax,  (which  last  only 
existed  during  the  time  of  the  exclusive  privilege 
granted  to  Fulton  and  others),  sales  of  land,  and 
other  minor  sources  of  revenue.  [A-.  Y.  Amer. 

The  Salt  Trade  will  soon  be  carried  on  with 
increased  activity.  By  an  advertisement  now  in 
course  of  publication  it  will  be  seen  that  the  canal 
board  have  determined  to  allow  a liberal  drawback 
of  duties  and  tolls  upon  all  salt  manufactured  at  the 
state  springs  and  sent  out  of  the  state.  By  an  official 
letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Farnham,  canal  collector, 
we  learn  that  the  canal  board  of  this  state  have  been 
met  in  a spirit  of  corresponding  liberality  by  the 
board  of  public  works  of  Ohio — that  body  having  au- 
thorised a drawback  of  2 per  cent,  on  tolls  charged 
for  salt  carried  upon  the  Ohio  canal  from  Cleveland 
to  Portsmouth,  and  which  shall  be  carried  from  the 
latter  place  to  other  ports  on  the  Ohio  river.  The 
aggregate  drawbacks  allowed  by  this  state  and  Ohio 
will  not  fall  far  short  of  75  cents  on  every  barrel  of 
Onondaga  salt  delivered  on  the  Ohio  below  Ports- 
mouth. A bounty  to  such  an  extent,  by  cheapening 
the  article  in  a corresponding  degree,  cannot  fail  to 
extend  immensely  the  consumption  of  our  salt  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  [Buffalo  Com.  Mver. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resources  and  Credit  of  the  State.  A com- 
munication which  appeared  in  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
telligen&r  furnishes  the  following  account  of  the  re- 
sources and  credit  of  the  state: 


The  state  of  Pennsylvania  is  inhabited  by  1,724,033 
free  people,  industrious  and  enterprising.  In  1790, 
the  number  was  only  434,373. 

We  have  more  than  30,000,000  of  acres  of  land, 
and  under  better  cultivation  than  any  in  this  union, 
and  constantly  improving.  It  is  worth  at  least 
$752,000,000.  We  have  more  than  300,000  houses, 
worth  300,000,000,  and  barns,  workshops,  stores,  fur- 
naces, forges,  factories  and  mills,  worth  $248,000,000 
more.  Nor  has  our  public  debt  been  contracted  for 
nothing.  Our  rail  roads  and  canals  extend,  not  only 
to  our  coal  and  iron  mines,  but  are  designed  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  the  great  lakes  and  the  great  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  vallies,  with  the  waters  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  the  Chesapeake.  They  intersect  the  state 
in  every  direction  from  west  to  east  and  from  north 
to  south.  Including  state  and  company  works,  we 
have  more  than  one  thousand  miles  of  canals  and  se- 
ven hundred  miles  of  rail  roads,  completed  and  in 
operation,  and  costing,  with  bridges,  public  buildings, 1 
gas  and  water-works,  more  than  $100,000,000. — 
Some  portions  of  these  works  are  not  yet  profitable, 
in  consequence  of  the  unfinished  link,  and  yet  the 
tolls  will  this  year,  on  the  state  works  of  about  700 
miles,  exceed  a million  of  dollars. 

The  value  of  the  anthracite  coal  mines  upon  the 
Schuylkill,  the  Lehigh,  the  Swatara,  the  Wisconisco, 
the  Shamokin,  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Lackawan- 
na, which  are  but  just  beginning  to  pour  down  their 
mineral  wealth  upon  the  markets  of  the  ocean,  is  in- 
calculable. In  1820  the  trade  commenced,  and  365 
tons  were  sent  to  market,  from  the  Lehigh.  In  1825  the 
trade  commenced  upon  the  Schuylkill.  The  Schuyl- 
kill canal  was  then  finished.  There  are  now  about 
55  miles  of  rail  roads,  branching  from  the  canal  to 
the  several  mines,  and  45  miles  of  rail  roads,  under 
ground.  About  1,800  cars  are  employed  in  conveying 
the  coal  from  the  mines  to  the  canal,  and  between  8 
and  900  boats  are  used  in  conveying  the  coal  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  arrival  of  vessels  annually  in  the 
Schuylkill  for  the  conveyance  of  Schuylkill  coal  to 
other  states,  will  number  about  3,100.  One  hundred 
and  seventy  sloops,  schooners  and  barges,  arrived  in 
two  days  last  week.  The  Schuylkill  mines  will  this 
year  produce  more  than  500,000  tons,  and  the  other 
anthracite  mining  districts  about  the  same  quantity, 
making  1,000,000  tons,  of  which  about  800,000  will 
be  exported  to  other  states.  The  coal  trade  is  but 
yet  in  its  infancy  and  increasing  rapidly.  The  use 
of  anthracite  coal  in  steamboats  is  taking  the  place 
of  wood  in  the  eastern  waters,  and  will  be  used  in 
the  steamers  of  the  ocean,  as  the  safest  and  cheapest 
fuel.  It  is  also  coming  into  use  in  driving  machine- 
ry and  making  iron.  The  mines  upon  the  Swatara 
are  capable  of  producing  as  much  as  the  Schuylkill, 
and  so  are  those  of  the  Lehigh,  the  Wisconisco,  the 
Shamokin  and  the  Susquehanna:  and  the  Schuylkill 
is  capable  of  producing  four  times  the  amount  that  is 
now  mined.  Improvements  will  soon  be  completed  to 
all  these  miningdistricts.  What  then  w ill  be  the  annu- 
al worth  of  the  whole  of  the  anthracite  coal  of  Penn- 
sylvania that  will  be  carried  upon  her  public  works! 

But  we  have  not  only  anthracite,  but,  according  to 
our  state  geologist,  more  bituminous  coal  than  all 
Europe.  Our  state  canals  intersect  this  bituminous 
coal  field  in  all  directions.  All  Europe  contains 
about  2,000  square  miles  of  bituminous  coal  land. — 
Pennsylvania  has  10,000  square  miles,  or  6,400,000 
acres.  It  is  estimated  by  our  state  geologist,  that 
the  great  western  bituminous  coal  field  of  Pennsylva- 
nia contains  three  hundred  thousand  millions  of  tons! — 
Ten  thousand  times  more  than  England,  Scotland, 
Wales  and  Ireland. 

This  vast  mineral  wealth,  without  the  public  im- 
provements, would  have  been  dead  capital  for  ever. 
According  to  the  returns  of  the  county  commission- 
ers to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  there  was 
mined  in  1837,  in  Pennsylvania,  west  of  the  Alleghe- 
ny mountains,  more  than  2,000,000  tons  of  bituminous 
coal!  Not  one  ton  of  this  reached  the  Atlantic  mar- 
ket. About  nine-tenths  of  it  was  consumed  in  do- 
mestic purposes  at  home,  in  furnaces  and  rolling 
mills,  and  in  driving  machinery.  One-tenth,  or 
200,000  tons,  were  shipped  down  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi. What  this  trade  will  be  when  the  great 
valley  is  filled  with  population,  wealth  and  refine- 
ment— when  western  Pennsylvania  becomes  the  ma- 
nufacturing dependence  of  the  western  states — can 
hardly  be  conjectured. 

Nor  is  this  great  bituminous  coal  field  entirely  se- 
parated from  the  Atlantic.  We  have  abundance  of 
bituminous  coal,  the  nearest  in  the  U.  States,  of  any 
quantity  to  tide  water.  The  Virginia  and  Maryland 
mines  on  the  Potomac,  are  from  180  to  200  miles 
from  sloop  navigation  at  Georgetown.  The  comple- 
tion last  year  of  the  tide  water  canal  from  Havre  dc 
Grace,  in  Maryland,  to  the  Pennsylvania  canal  at 
Columbia,  has,  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  opened  a 
navigation  for  the  bituminous  coal  of  the  Juniata, 
and  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Che- 


sapeake. It  is  estimated  that  the  trade  will  this  year 
reach  100,000.  The  amount  is  unlimited  which  can 
be  sent  from  these  places  on  our  canals  to  market. 
A rail  road  has  been  constructed  40  miles  long,  from 
the  northern  end  of  our  coal  basin  to  Corning,  on  the 
Chemung  canal  of  N.  York,  leading  into  Seneca  lake. 
There  is  now  six  locomotives  and  between  3 and  400 
cars  on  this  road,  conveying  coal  from  Blossburg 
mines  into  the  state  of  N.  York. 

The  quantity  of  iron  produced  in  Pennsylvania,  is 
equal  to  about  one-third  of  the  product  of  the  whole 
union.  Her  iron  is  superior  in  quality  to  any  other. 
According  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  James  Irvine, 
in  a late  speech  in  congress,  we  had  in  1839,  210 
charcoal  furnaces  producing  98,350  tons  of  pig  metal, 
and  70,000  tons  of  this  was  converted  into  bar  iron 
by  forges  and  rolling  mills.  More  than  15,000  work- 
men, together  making  90,000  people  with  their  fa- 
milies, consume  annually  $7,000,000  worth  of  agri- 
cultural produce  and  merchandise.  The  number  has 
increased  greatly  since  by  the  establishment  of  an- 
thracite furnaces. 

The  amount  of  bar  and  pig  iron  is  now  worth  about 
$7,000,000.  According  to  the  returns  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth,  there  was  manufactured 
in  1838,  50,558  tons  of  castings  in  36  counties,  valu- 
ed at  $5,805,599.  Add  estimated  value  of  cast  iron 
in  16  counties,  at  least  $1,194,401,  and  the  amount  of 
bar,  pig  and  cast  iron  in  Pennsylvania  is  worth 
$14,000,000.  A considerable  amount  of  Jersey  iron 
is  made  into  castings  and  rolled  into  bars  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  a quantity  of  pigs  of  western  Virginia, 
Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  made  into  castings  and  roll- 
ed into  bars  at  Pittsburg. 

Having  now  glanced  at  some  of  the  sources  of  the 
great  wealth  of  our  state,  we  will  enumerate  the  fol- 
lowing items  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  marshals, 
in  taking  the  last  census,  from  the  returns  of  the 
commissioners  to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  other  sources.  The  returns  of  the  marshals  are 
much  too  low,  owing  to  a neglect  of  duty  on  their 
part,  and  the  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple to  answer  the  questions  put  to  them,  it  being  cir- 
culated, for  party  purposes,  that  it  was  a forerunner 
of  direct  taxation  by  the  general  government. 

We  have,  however,  taken  the  returns  for  our  cal- 
culations, in  most  instances.  The  amount  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  dairy,  and  also  the  value  of  lumber,  an- 
nually produced  in  Pennsylvania  is  so  manifestly  un- 
true, that  we  have  taken  the  returns  of  the  county 
commissioners  to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
as  our  authority. 

Real  estate. 

Value  of  30,080,000  acres  of  land  in  Pennsylvania, 
including  water  power,  quarries,  mines  of  iron, 

salt,  coal  and  all  other  minerals  $752,000,000 

Value  of  300,000  dwelling  houses  300,000,000 

Value  of  barns,  workshops,  stores,  fur- 
naces, rolling  mills,  forges  and  fac- 
tories 248,000,000 

Value  of  1,700  miles  of  canals  and  rail 
roads,  and  of  bridges,  public  build- 
ings, gas  and  water-works  100,000,000 

Total  value  of  real  estate  $1,400,000,000 

Here  is  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  billion  four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars!  A tax  of  three  per  cent, 
upon  it  will  pay  35,000,000  of  the  public  debt  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  leave  7,000,000  in  the  treasury 
besides! 

Value  of  361,558  horses  and  mules,  at  $60  $21,695,480 
Value  of  1,161,576  neat  cattle,  15  17,423,640 
Value  of  1,755,597  sheep,  2$  4,388,992 

Value  of  9,307,366  swine,  3)  32,575,781 

Value  of  poultry,  679,989 

Furniture  of  300,000  houses,  including 

wearing  apparel,  plate  and  jewelry  120,000,000 
Carriages,  stages,  wagons,  farmers’  im- 
plements, mechanic  tools,  books  of 
all  kinds,  ships,  brigs,  barges,  schoon- 
ers, rail  road  c&rs,  stationary  and  lo- 
comotive steam  engines  and  steam- 
boats 280,000,000 

Goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stocks, 
money  and  all  other  personal  proper- 
ty, at  least  223,237,118 

Value  of  personal  property  $700,000,000 

Value  of  real  estate,  as  above  1,400,000,000 

Total  value  to  the  state  $2,100,000,000 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  property  of  this  com- 
monwealth at  a low  estimate,  is  worth  two  billions 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars!!  The  swine  alone  will 
nearly  pay  the  whole  state  debt! 

Annual  Productions.  Let  us  now  look  at  the 
yearly  products  of  the  state.  We  raise  one-sixth 
of  all  the  wheat  of  the  union,  and  our  land  is  ca- 
pable of  producing  as  much  as  England  now  does— 
100,000,000  of  bushels. 
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Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Buckwheat 
Indian  com 
Potatoes 


Bushels. 

12,995,220 

6,544,654 

206,858 

20,485,848 

2,082,012 

14,022,413 

9,463,463 


Value. 

$12,995,220 

3,926,793 

155,144 

5,121,712 

1,041,006 

7,011,206 

2,365,864 


65,801,468  $32,616,945 

Pounds. 

Butter  sold  in  699  townships  8,291,835 
Estimated  sold  in  361  town- 
ships 3,808,165 

Butter  consumed  by  produ- 
cers 36,000,000 


50,000,000  12,500,000 
Cheese  sold  in  699  townships  3,857,080 
Estimated  sold  in  361  town- 
ships 1,142,920 

Consumed  by  producers  15,000,000 


20,000,000 

Milk  more  than 

Orchards  and  gardens  more  than 
Beef  sold  in  699  townships  35,535,196 
Estimated  sold  in  361  town- 
ships 14,464,804 

Consumed  by  producers,  say 
three-fourths  150,000,000 


1,500,000 

1,000,000 

3,000,000 


200,000,000  14,000,000 
Pork  sold  in  69^  townships  19,892,312 
Estimated  sold  in  361  town- 
ships 10,107,688 

Consumed  by  producers,  say 

four-fifths  120,000,000 


Mutton  and  veal  estimated 
Poultry  and  fish  estimated 


150,000,000 


10,500,000 

9,500,000 

2,000,000 


Total  value  of  food 
Value  of  1,284,677  tons  of  hay 
Value  of  3,028,647  pounds  of  wool 
Lumber,  pine  sawed,  in  699 

townships  sold  238,511,400  ft. 

Estimate  in  361  townships  161,488,600“ 
Estimate  unsold  400,000,000  “ 


$86,616,945 

12,846,770 

1,211,458 


800,000,000  8,000,000 
Unsawed  timber,  shingles  and 
staves  sent  to  market  in  699 
townships  $342,068 

Estimated  sold  in  361  town- 
ships 157,932 

Estimated  consumed  at  home  1,500,000 


2,000,000 


2,000,000 

15,000,000 


Other  agricultural  products 

Annual  value  of  agricultural  products  in 

the  state  $125,684,173 

Value  of  pig  bar  and  cast  iron  14,000,000 

Value  of  anthracite  coal  mined  5,000,000 

Value  of  bituminous  coal  4,000,000 

Value  of  cotton,  woolen,  iron,  leather, 
hats,  engines  and  other  manufactures— 
at  least  13,000,000 


Total  value  of  annual  products  $161,685,173 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  annual  products  of 
the  state  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  millions  of 
dollars — one  per  cent,  on  which  will  pay  the  interest 
on  our  state  debt. 

The  state  has  laid  a tax,  which  is  estimated  by 
Wm.  B.  Reed,  an  intelligent  state  senator  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  produce  annually  $1,800,000;  more 
than  enough  to  pay  the  intereston  our  debt.  The 
tolls  on  our  public  works  will  this  year  exceed  a 
million  of  dollars,  which  sum  will  from  year  to  year 
increase,  and  the  dividends  from  bank  stock,  auc- 
tions, &c.  will  far  more  than  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  government.  Where  then  is  the  cause  for  alarm 
or  despondency?  Besides  all  this,  the  bill  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  states,  must  pass  congress,  and  Pennsylvania  will 
be  entitled  to  a tenth  of  the  whole.  The  quantity  of 
public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguish- 
ed, after  deducting  the  reserves  to  the  new  states, 
and  which  remains  unsold,  exceeds  220,000,000  of 
acres,  and  the  quantity  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
not  yet  been  extinguished  exceeds  730,000,000. 

To  conclude  who  does  not  feel  proud  of  this  pic- 
ture of  Pennsylvania  She  has  all  the  resources  of 
a great  nation  within  herself,  for  happiness  in  peace, 
for  power  in  war.  She  is  capable  of  maintaining 
30,000,000  of  people  within  her  borders,  of  feeding 
and  clothing  them  herself,  and  making  the  surround- 


ing states  her  tributaries.  Her  water  power  upon 
the  Susquehanna  and  her  hundred  branches,  upon 
the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  and  their  tributaries, 
and  upon  the  streams  that  make  up  the  Alleghany 
and  Monongahela,  is  capable  of  performing  the  labor 
of  400,000,000  men.  What  her  steam  power  can  do 
in  her  anthracite  coal  fields,  and  upon  her  10,000 
square  miles  of  bituminous  coal  lands,  let  the  scoffers 
at  her  credit  calculate!  Notwithstanding  the  suici- 
dal stabs  at  our  credit  by  a portion  of  the  Philadel- 
phia press,  she  paid  her  semi-annual  interest  in  spe- 
cie on  the  first  day  of  August,  and  this  in  the  very 
crisis  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  country,  be- 
fore our  tax  could  be  made  available.  A safer  and 
better  investment  cannot  be  made  than  in  the  public 
stocks  of  Pennsylvania.  They  are  based  upon  re- 
sources that  will  be  permanent  forever.  Those  who 
depreciate  them,  are  either  ignorant  of  their  value 
or  dishonest  enough  to  speculate  upon  the  timid. 
There  are  no  people  in  the  world  who  have  so  many 
advantages  and  so  few  burdens.  The  public  debt  is 
a trifle  in  this  rich  and  powerful  commonwealth. 
We  can  pay  it  and  never  feel  the  burden.  Our  po- 
pulation are  industrious,  thriving  and  honest,  and  out 
of  the  company  of  the  Phialadelphia  brokers,  and  the 
subsidized  presses  in  their  interest,  there  is  not  a man 
among  the  seventeen  hundred  thousand  free  people 
who  boast  of  the  title  of  “Pennsylvanians,”  who  does 
not  scorn  the  dishonest  and  recreant  sentiment  of  a 
violated  public  faith. 

TENNESSEE. 

ELECTION  RETURNS FOR  GOVERNOR. 

East  Tennessee. 

1841.  1839. 


Carroll 

1,195 

425 

1,179 

439 

Dyer 

324 

212 

317 

224 

Fayette 

1,003 

864 

993 

936 

Gibson 

1,017 

432 

1,151 

513 

Hardeman 

624 

853 

574 

842 

Henry 

721 

1,108 

699 

1,192 

Henderson 

1,100 

328 

1,226 

388 

Haywood 

- 655 

544 

706 

627 

Madison 

McNairy 

1,046 

554 

1,131 

291 

610 

maj. 

Obion 

274 

387 

237 

438 

Perry 

707 

388 

685 

456 

Shelby 

829 

738 

781 

668 

Tipton 

519 

584 

320 

425 

Weakly 

509 

726 

418 

871 

10,523 

8,143 

8,143 

10,613 

8,629 

Counties. 

Anderson 

Blount 

Bradley 

Bledsoe 

Claiborne 

Campbell 

Cocke 

Carter 

Grainger 

Greene 

Hamilton 

Hawkins 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

Knox 

McMinn 

Monroe 

Meigs 

Marion 

Morgan 

Polk 

Roane 

Rhea 

Sullivan 

Sevier 

Washington 


Bedford 

Davidson 

Dickson 

Franklin 

Fentress 

Giles 

Hardin 

Hickman 

Humphreys,  ) 

Benton  ) 

Jackson 

Lawrence 

Lincoln 

Maury 

Montgomery 

Overton 

Robertson 

Rutherford 

Smith 

Stewart 

Sumner 

Warren 

Wayne 

Williamson 

White 

Wilson 


r 

-A 

r 

Jones. 

Polk. 

Cannon. 

Polk. 

540 

265 

507 

259 

1,065 

669 

911 

811 

300  maj. 

300 

781 

590 

225 

516 

263 

451 

750 

576 

785 

343 

362 

279 

467 

821 

100 

654 

263 

728 

138 

770 

141 

1,003 

520 

801 

690 

894 

1,574 

883 

1,700 

13  maj. 

622 

436 

1,053 

1,343 

804 

1,433 

1,603 

148 

1,509 

207 

351 

70 

323 

95 

1,842 

385 

1,611 

464 

955 

884 

960 

1,322 

847 

985 

850 

1,077 

84 

572 

103 

594 

101 

maj. 

473 

399 

158 

125 

104 

154 

194 

345 

new  county. 

883 

649 

943 

577 

160 

368 

162 

433 

313 

1,336 

250 

1,412 

869 

88 

750 

191 

798 

1,123 

796 

1,119 

16,464 

13,317 

16,448 

16,073 

13,317 

16,073 

3,147 

375 

Middle  Tennessee. 

1,851 

2,344 

1,837 

2,427 

1,768 

1,236 

1,744 

1,507 

319 

657 

370 

656 

554 

1,358 

510 

1,607 

144 

359 

207 

352 

1,110 

1,276 

1,127 

1,461 

510 

596 

476 

613 

319 

958 

195 

1,054 

433 

693 

194 

219 

373 

388 

1,109 

622 

1,112 

690 

522 

505 

554 

433 

728 

2,504 

2,187 

741 

2,584 

1,367 

925 

1,437 

963 

2,338 

781 

824 

262 

959 

296 

961 

968 

680 

1,067 

692 

1,711 

1,635 

1,643 

1,749 

2,369 

690 

2,290 

779 

400 

736 

703 

1,626 

751 

1,919 

476 

2,037 

395 

2,110 

666 

319 

709 

304 

1,805 

809 

1,788 

919 

1,162 

511 

1,100 

497 

2,246 

971 

2,273 

1,157 

24,027 

26,313 

24,027 

24,398 

29,130 

2,286 


West  Tennessee. 


2,380 

recapitulation: 

Jones’  majority  in  East  Tennessee  3,147 

“ “ “ West  Tennessee,  one  coun- 
ty not  heard  from  2,380 


5,527 

Polk’s  majority  in  Middle  Tennessee,  one  coun- 

to  not  heard  from  2,286 


Jones’  majority  thus  far 

REPRESENTATIVES  ELECTED. 


3,241 


Whigs. 

Williams,  of  Carter, 
Senter,  of  Grainger, 
Ross,  of  Anderson, 
Wheeler,  of  Campbell, 
Scruggs,  of  Jefferson, 
Lea,  of  Cocke, 

Miller,  of  Sevier, 
Hodsden,  of  Blount, 
Pate,  of  Knox, 

Wester,  of  Roane, 
Sherrill,  of  Bledsoe, 
England,  of  White, 
Brooks,  of  Jackson, 
Goodall,  of  Smith, 
Hughes,  of  Smith, 
Campbell,  of  Davidson, 
Ewing,  of  Davidson, 
Muirhead,  of  Wilson, 
McCorkle,  of  Wilson, 
Norman,  of  Rutherford, 
Burton,  of  Rutherford, 
Perkins,  of  Williamson, 
Bostick,  of  Williamson, 


V.  B. 

Campbell,  of  Washington, 
Milligan,  of  Greene, 
Eanes,  of  Sullivan, 

Jones,  of  Greene, 

Fain,  of  Hawkins, 

Crintz,  of  Hawkins, 

Lane,  of  Claiborne, 
Hembree,  of  Roane, 
Torbitt,  of  Monroe, 
Walker,  of  McMinn, 
Rowles,  of  McMinn, 
Wan,  of  Meigs, 

Griessom,  of  Fentress, 
Oglesby,  of  Overton, 
Hopkins,  of  Warren, 

Hill,  of  AVarren, 

Howard,  of  Franklin, 
Estill,  of  Franldin, 

Barry,  of  Sumner, 

Henry,  of  Sumner, 

Dew,  of  Maury, 

Polk,  of  Maury, 

Black,  of  Bedford, 


Buchanan,  of  Lawrence,  Long,  of  Bedford, 


Reece,  of  Lincoln, 
Rogers,  of  Lincoln, 
Buchanan,  of  Giles, 
Buford,  of  Giles, 
McGinnis,  of  Hardin, 
AValker,  of  Hickman, 
Eubanks,  of  Dickson, 
Cherry,  of  Stewart, 
Copeland,  of  Henry, 
Fenville,  of  Weakley, 
Fentress,  of  Hardeman, 
Gleen,  of  Tipton. 


Brown,  of  Wayne, 

Marable,  of  Humphreys, 

Buck,  of  Montgomery, 

Powell,  of  Robertson, 

Bledsoe,  of  Carroll, 

Mitchell,  of  Gibson, 

Polk,  of  Obion, 

Standifer,  of  Hamilton, 

Haskell,  of  Madison, 

Perkins,  of  Haywood, 

Graham,  of  Perry, 

Alexander,  of  Shelby, 

Bullock,  of  Henderson, 

Douglass,  of  Fayette, 

Trice,  of  McNairy. 

Whigs  39— V.  B.  36. 

SENATORS  ELECTED. 

Dis.  Whigs.  Bis.  V.  B. 

2.  Reneau,  of  Sevier,  1.  Powell,  of  Wash’ton, 


3.  Johnson,  of  Greene, 

6.  Miller,  of  McMinn, 

7.  Waterhouse,  of  Rhea, 
9.  Laughlin,  of  Warren, 


4.  Williams,  of  Granger, 

5.  Nelson,  of  Knox, 

11.  Peyton,  of  Sumner, 

14.  Ledbetter,  of  Ruth’d, 

15.  Jennings,  of  Davidson,  10.  Ross,  of  Giles, 

16.  Foster,  of  Williamson,  12.  Warren,  of  Bedford, 

19.  Frey,  of  Robertson,  13.  Martin,  of  Maury, 

20.  Motley,  of  AVilson,  17.  Mathews,  of  Lawr’ce, 

21.  Bradbury,  of  Hen’son,  18.  Hardwicke,  of  Dick’n, 

23.  Sevier,  of  Carroll,  22.  Gardner,  of  Weakly, 

24.  Ashe,  of  Haywood,  25.  Macklin,  of  Fayette. 

8.  Turney,  dem.  (representing  a whig  district). 
Whigs  12— V.  B.  13. 

ALABAMA. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  just  closed  an  unusual- 
ly laborious  session.  The  judges  have  already  de- 
livered upwards  of  one  hundred  written  opinions, 
many  of  them  voluminous,  and  have  thirty  or  forty, 
we  learn,  still  to  write  out,  after  settling  the  points 
of  law.  The  court  is  still  open,  although  the  docket 
has  been  cleared,  and  will  not  be  formally  adjourn- 
ed, until  the  opinions  are  all  delivered. 

[ Tuscaloosa  Monitor. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

Crops.  The  Vicksburgh  Whig  of  August  3d  says: 
A friend  who  has  recently  returned  from  the  interior, 
writes  as  follows:  “I  was  much  gratified  to  see  crops 
of  cotton  looking  so  fine  in  the  back  country.  I saw 
considerable  of  wheat  and  other  small  grain,  and  great 
numbers  of  hogs.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  planters 
in  the  interior  that  they  will  raise  more  than  enough 
meat  to  supply  them.  It  is  a fact  that  pork  has  been 
selling  for  less  in  Hinds,  Madison  and  Rankin  coun- 
ties, than  it  has  on  the  river.  The  prospect  is  en- 
couraging.” 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Bayou  Limekiln  Expedition.  The  grand 
jury  at  New  Orleans  on  the  19th  ultimo,  returned 
“not  a true  bill”  against  Persifor  F.  Smith,  of  Phila- 
delphia, captain  Charles  F.  Hozey,  and  Messrs.  Geo. 
W.  Reeder,  Edward  H.  Wilson  and  Thomas  Bates, 
who  engaged  in  the  unlucky  Bayou  Limekiln  expe- 
dition. Judge  Canonage  then  asked  the  attorney  ge- 
neral if  he  had  any  further  charge  against  those  gen- 
tlemen. Mr.  Roselius  replied  in  the  negative.  The 
judge  accordingly  ordered  their  immediate  release. 

INDIANA. 

Farming  on  a large  scale.  Extract  of  a letter 
from  a gentleman  in  Indiana  to  a forwarding  house 
in  Rochester,  dated  Michigan  City,  Aug.  11,  1841. 

I have  bought  10,000  bushels  of  wheat  of  one  far- 
mer, and  of  his  own  raising,  and  it  is  only  about  one- 
half  of  his  crop.  The  same  farmer  has  800  acres  of 
corn  and  2,500  hogs  to  fat  next  fall,  together  with  lots 
of  other  stock  and  spring  crops. 

If  you  have  any  farmers  in  Monroe  that  can  go 
ahead  of  that,  I will  give  it  up.  I have  never  seen 
fairer  wheat  than  the  new  crop  is  here. 

From  all  accounts  it  is  evident  greater  quantities  of 
wheat  have  been  raised  in  the  new  states  this  year 
than  ever  before;  and  western  New  York  is  compelled 
for  once  to  knock  under,  in  large  farming  operations, 
to  Indiana.  We  are  in  no  danger  of  famine  for 
bread.  [ Democrat . 

WISKONSAN. 

Lead.  We  copy  the  following  interesting  article 
from  the  Milwaukie  Courier.  The  lead  trade  has 
heretofore  gone  down  the  Mississippi,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a small  portion  by  the  way  of  the  Wiskon- 
san  and  Fox  rivers  to  Greenbay  and  thence  to  New 
York.  As  soon  as  the  Milwaukie  and  Rock  River 
canal  is  completed,  immense  quantities  of  lead  will 
be  carried  .on  it  to  Milwaukie  on  Lake  Michigan. 
The  best  plan,  as  the  roads  are  not  as  perfect  as 
they  could  be  desired  in  Wiskonsan,  will  be  to  car- 
ry the  lead  over  the  snow  in  the  winter  season  to  the 
lake,  to  be  ready  for  an  early  departure  in  spring. 

Wiskonsan  seems  to  be  the  wonder  of  the  age, 
as  its  soil  whiclj,  is  rich  to  a proverb,  is  at  the  same 
time  underlaid  with  the  richest  mineral  wealth. 

The  Lead  Trade.  Our  citizens  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, were  not  a little  surprised  by  the  appearance 
in  our  streets  of  four  sucker  teams,  loaded  with 
lead  from  the  furnace  of  Thomas  Parish,  esq.  near 
Muskoday,  in  Grant  county.  These  teams  brought 
over  about  ten  tons  of  lead,  to  be  shipped  to  New 
York.  It  was  sent  on  the  Madison,  on  Monday. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Dousman,  that  lead  can 
be  sent  from  this  place  to  New  York,  for  about  fifty 
cents  per  hundred,  and  it  costs  93  cents  per  hundred 
to  deliver  it  here  from  Muskoday,  making  the  en- 
tire expense  of  transporting  the  lead  from  the  fur- 
nace to  New  York  about  $1  50  per  hundred,  or  $30 
per  ton.  This  is  a much  less  price  than  it  costs  to 
ship  lead  to  New  York  via  New  Orleans.  We 
understand  the  average  cost  by  that  route  is  about 
$40  per  ton. 

The  teams  returned  loaded  with  salt,  which  was 
obtained  here  at  about  $2  50  per  barrel.  This  can  be 
disposed  of  in  the  mines  at  about  $7  per  barrel — a 
very  pretty  advance  certainly. 

The  teainers  inform  us  that  the  road  is  such  that 
they  did  not  find  the  least  difficulty  in  getting  through 
with  about  2 tons  on  each  wagon. 

The  greatest  inducement,  however,  which  the  lake 
route  holds  out  to  the  smelter,  over  the  southern 
route  for  the  lead  trade,  is  the  increased  expedition 
with  which  their  lead  gets  to  market.  The  lead 
which  arrived  here  on  Saturday  was  shipped  on  the 
Madison  on  Monday,  and  will  be  in  New  York  with- 
in 20  days  from  the  time  it  left  the  furnace,  near  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  the  owner  will  get  his  returns 
in  about  four  weeks  from  the  time  the  lead  was 
smelted.  A gentleman  from  Galena  recently  inform- 
ed us  that  lie  shipped,  over  90  days  since,  about 
$1,500  worth  of  lead  to  New  York  by  the  southern 
route,  and  had  not  then  got  his  returns  from  it. 

Wc  are  informed  by  Mr.  Dousman,  that  he  will 
ship  in  a few  weeks  about  20  tons  more,  which  he 
has  purchased  and  paid  for  in  salt. 
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SENATE. 

September  1.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  “Artist’s  Fund  society  of  Philadelphia,” 
requesting  congress  to  impose  a duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  prints  and  pictures;  and,  also,  the  me- 
morial of  “the  Artists  and  Amature’s  association  of 
Philadelphia,”  making  a similar  request. 

The  memorials  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
adopted  at  a meeting  in  Brunswick  county,  Virginia, 
in  relation  to  the  leading  measures  before  congress, 
and  expressive  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  same; 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  printed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  out- 
standing Choctaw  reservations  under  the  19th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabit  Creek  of  September, 
1830,  was  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with 
certain  instructions  which  motion  gave  rise  to  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Sevier  and  Mr.  Linn  in  support  of 
the  bill  and  against  the  motion  to  recommit;  which 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Phelps,  Pierce, 
Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  White,  Woodbridge,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Youne — 23. 

NAYS— -Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Man 
gum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Smith,  of  Inda. 
Southard — 15. 

The  act  establishing  duties  and  drawbacks  coming 
up  as  the  unfinished  business — 

Mr.  Berrien,  pursuant  to  notice  given  yesterday, 
moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  with  a view  to  take 
up  the  consderation  of  the  bill  to  establish  a fiscal 
corporation. 

Mr.  Rives  opposed  this  motion,  and  expressed  his 
hope  that  the  revenue  bill  would  be  proceeded  with 
until  it  was  disposed  of.  He  understood  the  notice 
given  by  the  senator  from  Georgia  to  proceed  on  the 
supposition  that  the  revenue  bill  would  by  this  time 
be  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  was,  of  course,  ready  to  sub- 
mit to  any  arrangement  which  the  senate  might  pre- 
fer; but  it  certainly  had  been  the  general  understand- 
ing at  the  adjournment  yesterday  that  the  bank  bill 
was  to  be  taken  up  to-day.  Under  that  understanding, 
Mr.  C.  had  himself  come  to  the  senate  to-day.  If 
the  revenue  bill  was  to  be  taken  up,  he  should  like 
to  refer  to  some  statistical  tables  which  he  had  not 
now  with  him;  he  would  not  say,  however,  that  he 
was  unprepared  to  proceed  with  that  bill,  if  such  were 
the  pleasure  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Archer  said  that,  personally,  he  was  indiffe- 
rent which  bill  was  taken  up;  but  as  his  colleague 
had  expressed  a wish  for  further  delay,  it  would  be 
inconsistent  with  that  courtesy  lie  had  ever  found  ex- 
ercised towards  himself  to  refuse  the  request. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  reluctant  to  show  any  want  of 
courtesy,  but  he  really  was  very  desirous  the  senate 
should  go  on  with  the  bank  bill,  as  had  yesterday  been 
proposed. 

Mr.  Rives  said  that  gentlemen  had  entirely  mistaken 
the  whole  spirit  and  purpose  of  his  remarks.  He 
asked  no  favors.  He  felt  himself  as  well  prepared 
to  go  on  with  the  bank  bill  as  other  gentlemen,  and  he 
had  asked  that  the  revenue  bill  should  be  proceeded 
with  only  on  the  general  principle  which  he  thought 
had  been  agreed  to  at  the  outset,  that  when  once  a sub- 
ject was  taken  up  it  should  not  be  abandoned  or  sus- 
pended till  it  was  finally  disposed  of. 

After  further  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  Berrien  and 
Woodbury,  (the  latter  in  favor  of  the  motion),  the  mo- 
tion was  carried  by  a vote  of  yeas  34,  nays  14,  and 
thus  the  revenue  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien,  the  bill  from  the  house, 
“to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,  by  means  of  a corpo- 
ration to  be  styled  the  fiscal  corporation  of  the  United 
States,”  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  having  been  read  through  by  the  secretary,  was 
open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  although  this  bill  was  not  such 
as  he  thought  the  necessities  of  the  country  requir- 
ed— it  fell  short,  far  short  of  what  he  could  have 
wished  to  see — yet  it  would  accomplish  to  a consi- 
derable extent  two  most  important  objects;  the  one 
was  the  regulation  of  the  exchanges  of  the  country, 
the  other  the  insuring  a sound  and  uniform  currency 
throughout  all  parts  of  the  country.  It  being  thus  a 
measure  which  was  likely  to  accomplish  much  good, 
he  should  not  refuse  to  vote  for  it  merely  because  it 
did  not  accomplish  all  the  good  he  had  hoped  and 
desired.  He  went  for  doing  as  much  good  as  he 


could,  in  every  sphere  of  life  in  which  it  was  his  lot 
to  move:  and,  on  that  principle,  the  bill  should  have 
his  vote. 

Mr.  Benton,  offered  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  word  “states”  among  the  classes  of  stock- 
holders described  in  the  12th  section  of  the  bill,  and 
supported  his  motion  by  a speech. 

Mr.  Berrien  briefly  replied;  when  the  amendment 
was  rejected: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Pierce,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Rarrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington.  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
W oodbridge — 28. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  same  connec- 
tion the  word  “corporations.”  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived: yeas  21,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Clay,  by  general  consent,  here  presented  a pe- 
tition of  a very  respectable  number  of  citizens  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  in  behalf  of  the  establishment  of  a bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  said  it  was  right  their  voice 
should  be  heard  on  the  subject.  The  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rives  briefly  stated  his  reasons  why  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  bill.  r 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amendment  to  provide  that 
the  corporators  of  the  corporations  which  are  permit- 
ted to  become  subscribers  shall  be  citizens  of  the  U. 
States.  This  was  rejected:  yeas  20,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  a provision  that  the  stock  of  the 
corporation  should  be  transferable  only  to  citizens 
of  the  U.  States.  This  was  rejected:  yeas  20,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  an  amendment,  to  provide  that 
all  the  bills  should  be  drawn  on  short  time,  and  limit- 
ed to  articles  already  shipped.  This  was  rejected: 
yeas  21,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  insert  an  additional  provision, 
that  the  stockholders  of  the  corporation  should  be 
liable,  in  their  individual  and  private  capacity  to 
the  respective  amounts  of  their  stock,  if  the  cor- 
poration shall  at  any  time  fail  to  discharge  its  obliga- 
tions in  gold  and  silver.  This  was  rejected:  yeas  20, 
nays  28. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn.  The 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  at  the  call  of 
Mr.  Sevier,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  16, 
nays  22. 

Mr.jBmton  moved  to  strike  out  “ten  dollars”  and 
insert  “fifty  dollars,”  (the  amount  payable  on  each 
share  taken  by  corporations  at  the  time  of  the  sub- 
scription). This  was  rejected  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton.  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.^  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

The  question  being  now  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its 
third  reading — Mr.  Archer  expressed  a desire  to  ad- 
dress the  senate,  and  moved  an  adjournment. 

Which  motion  prevailing,  yeas  28,  nays  18 — The 
senate,  a little  before  sundown,  adjourned. 

September  2.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memo- 
rial from  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  a duty 
may  be  imposed  on  the  introduction  of  chloride  of 
lime. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions of  a meeting  of  Amelia  county,  Virginia,  con- 
demnatory of  the  measures  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  a memorial  from  the  stone 
cutters  formerly  employed  on  the  public  buildings, 
asking  that  appropriations  may  be  made  during  the 
present  session  to  continue  the  same. 

Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  removal  of  the  statue  of  Washington 
and  placing  it  in  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol  without 
amendment;  which  was  considered  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  a fiscal  corporation  coming 
up  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  read- 
ing — 

Mr.  Archer  went  at  large  into  an  argumentative 
speech  in  defence  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  accusing  Mr.  A.  of  arguing 
like  a consolidationist  and  of  having  forfeited  his 
claim  to  be  considered  a state-rights  man.  Mr.  B, 
having  expressed  a doubt  whether  the  bill  would  be 
signed;  gentlemen  might  fly  a kite  at  the  white  house, 
but 
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Here  Mr.  Archer  interposed  and  remarked  that  the 
senator  probably  knew  much  more  about  what  would 
be  done  at  the  white  house  than  he  did:  the  senator’s 
party,  he  believed,  knew  more  of  the  interior  of  that 
house  than  their  opponents. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  mistaken:  the  fact  was  not  so,  as  yet;  but 
he  hoped  it  might  be  before  long.  The  president  had 
shown  himself  a man  of  mettle,  and  had  not  been 
willing  to  sacrifice  all  his  old  Virginia  principles  for 
the  sake  of  a party  from  which  he  differed  on  almost 
every  great  and  leading  point  of  policy.  Mr.  B.  af- 
ter going  into  a course  of  animadversion  upon  the 
practical  working  of  the  bill,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  was  impossible  that  the  president,  after  veto- 
ing the  last  bank  bill  sent  to  him,  could  ever  sign 
such  a thing  as  this.  To  do  so  would  contradict  all 
the  avowed  principles  of  his  past  life. 

This  course  of  remark  called  up  Mr.  Clay , who 
spoke  with  great  animation  in  reply.  In  the  course 
of  the  speech  he  adverted  to  the  late  disturbance  at 
the  president’s  mansion,  and  playfully  suggested  it 
might  possibly  have  been  produced  by  the  irruption 
of  the  loco  foco  party  into  the  house  on  the  evening 
of  the  veto,  and  he  amused  himself  by  a conjectural 
picture  of  the  part  probably  acted  by  the  leading 
gentlemen  of  that  party  on  the  occasion,  and  the  con- 
gratulatory speech  addressed  to  the  president.  Mr. 
C.  then  went  into.a  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  B. 
that  the  president  would  probably  veto  the  bill,  which 
he  treated  as  implying  a most  injurious  imputation 
on  the  character  of  the  president. 

From  this  point  the  remainder  of  the  debate, 
which  was  of  a very  interesting,  animated,  and,  at 
times,  highly  excited  character,  was  directed  almost 
exclusively  to  remarks  on  the  probability  or  impro- 
bability of  the  veto,  and  its  probable  political  conse- 
quences. It  continued  to  a late  hour,  and  was  not 
concluded  when  the  senate  adjourned,  without  hav- 
ing taken  any  question  on  the  bill. 

It  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun , 
Clay,  Walker,  Rives,  King,  Archer,  Preston,  Wright, 
Pierce,  Berrien  and  Linn:  when  Mr.  Berrien,  insisting 
on  his  right  to  reply  to  the  arguments  which  had 
been  urged  against  the  bill  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
introduce  as  the  organ  of  a committee,  for  that  pur- 
pose moved  an  adjournment;  which  motion  prevail- 
ing, the  senate,  after  a session  of  seven  hours,  at  a 
little  before  sundown,  adjourned. 

September  3.  Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  resolu- 
tions and  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  citizens  of 
Clarke  county,  Virginia,  condemning  the  measures 
of  the  present  session;  reviewing  the  promises  made 
by  the  whig  party  previous  to  the  late  election, 
which  they  declared  had  been  entirely  violated; 
and  approving  of  the  veto  of  the  president  on  the 
bank  bill. 

He  asked  that  the  proceedings  be  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  They  were  accordingly  read,  and  con- 
sisted of  denunciation  and  outcry  against  the  measures 
of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Preston  hoped  they  would  not  be  printed.  He 
did  not  think  fit  to  print  at  the  expense  of  the  senate, 
this  low  slang,  and  criminations  and  recriminations, 
essays  of  which  character  might  be  produced  from 
every  neighborhood  in  the  union.  He  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  print  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  gentleman  would  not  gain 
much  by  that  motion,  for  he  had  a similar  paper,  on 
which  he  would  say  all  that  ought  to  have  been  said 
on  this. 

Mr.  Calhoun  appealed  to  his  colleague  to  withdraw 
his  motion  for  a moment;  which  being  complied  with, 
lie  expressed  the  hope  that  these  resolutions  would 
be  printed,  as  the  people  had  a right  at  all  times  to 
have  their  voice  heard.  The  resolutions  denounced 
in  no  more  violent  language  the  proceedings  of  this 
body,  than  many  that  had  been  printed,  and  he  knew 
not  why  these  should  be  singled  out  to  be  rejected  in 
this  manner. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  motion  and  hoped  the  pa- 
pers, as  they  were  of  a respectful  character  to  the 
body  would  be  printed;  he  opposed  at  some  length  this 
endeavor  to  “suppress  the  expression  of  public  opi- 
nion.” He  said  the  papers  he  had  to  present  contained 
the  word  “veto”  among  others.  He  then  went  into 
an  examination  of  the  veto  power,  which  he  said 
was  a great  conservative  power,  for  the  defence  of 
the  people,  and  was  always  a most  popular  measure 
whenever  exercised. 

Mr.  Preston  said  the  memorial  had  been  read,  and 
received  a respectful  hearing;  and  where  was  the 
right  to  demand  its  printing?  It  was  now  on  the  record 
of  the  country,  and  had  probably  already  been  print- 
ed. A printing  by  the  senate  would  rather  imply  ap- 
probation, and  he  objected  to  the  printing  of  such 
rabid  effusions  of  party  spleen  and  slang,  which  asked 
for  no  practical  measure,  and  would  accomplish  no 
practical  end.  He  referred  to  several  expressions  of 


an  indecent  and  exceptionable  character,  and  renew- 
ed the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  yeas  26,  nays  17,  and 
thus  the  motion  to  print  and  the  memorial  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, relating  to  the  printing  of  the  departments,  was 
read  a first  and  second  time,  and  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  library. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  to  re- 
peal the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  support  of  the  military  academy  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1838,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, passed  July,  1838,  and  to  prohibit  any  invest- 
ment of  the  funds  of  the  United  States  in  stocks  of  the 
several  states,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  bill  from  the 
house  of  representatives  allowing  the  franking  pri- 
vilege to  be  extended  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of  the 
late  General  Harrison,  was  read  in  committee  of  the 
whole  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, making  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney  general  to 
examine  into  the  titles  of  the  lands  or  sites  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  thereon  armories  and  other  pub- 
lic works  and  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  a first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe  keep- 
ing, and  disbursing  of  the  public  revenue  by  means 
of  a fiscal  corporation,  coming  up,  once  more,  as  the 
unfinished  business,  and  the  question  still  being  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  its  third  reading— 

Mr.  Simmons,  of  Rhode  Island,  delivered  a clear 
practical  common  sense  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Berrien,  who  had  been  charged  with  the  bill 
went  into  a general  reply  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  it  especially  by  Mr.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Walker  desired  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  which  he  would  submit,  and  simply  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  its  adoption.  It  was  to  insert  a new  sec- 
tion, claiming  for  congress  the  power  to  “modify  or 
repeal.”  The  question  having  been  taken,  the  vote 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  ot 
Alab.  Cuthbei  t,  Fulton,  King,  Linn.  McRoberts,  Mouton, 
Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon, 
Tappan.  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead.  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss.  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge — 28. 

The  question  was  then  put,  “shall  this  bill  be  read 
a third  time?”  The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  de- 
manded, the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama.  Cuthbert,  Fulton.  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce.  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  Young — 22. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  by  its  title,  and 
finally  passed. 

The  question  was  then  on  its  title,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: “An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collection, 

safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
by  means  of  a corporation,  to  be  styled  ‘the  fiscal  cor- 
poration of  the  United  States.’  ” 

Mr.  Tappanmoved  to  amend  the  title,  so  as  to  make 
it,  “an  act  to  establish  a bank  of  the  U.  States.”  He 
said  the  title  proposed  did  not  belong  to  the  institution; 
it  was  a bank  of  the  United  States,  and  why  not  give 
it  that  name  on  its  face.” 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  original  title 
adopted. 

The  fortification  bill  was  then  taken  up,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Preston,  the  question  being  on  concur- 
ring in  the  amendment  of  the  house,  to  that  of  the 
senate,  which  appropriates  $5,000  instead  of  75,000 
dollars  for  the  selection  and  purchase  of  a site  for  a 
western,  southwestern  or  northwestern  armory. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  that  the  amendment  be  concur- 
red in;  which,  after  some  conversation,  was  carried 
by  a vote  of  27  yeas  to  19  nays. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  “authorising  the  transmis- 
sion by  mail  of  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  Mrs. 
Harrison,  widow  of  the  late  William  Henry  Harrison, 
free  of  postage,”  was  taken  up,  three  times  read,  and 
passed. 

A joint  resolution  from  the  house,  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  attorney  general  to  inquire  into  the  vali- 
dity of  sites  on  which  fortifications  are  created,  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs. 


The  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriation  for 
repairs  of  the  Potomac  bridge,  was  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Rives  from  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  outfits  of  diplomatic  agents  of  govern- 
ment. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

September  4-  The  bill  from  the  house  making 
appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  was  taken  up,  and  after  some  brief  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  Mangum,  Sevier  and  Woodbury, 
Mr.  Allen  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  to  the  effect  that 
the  appropriation  be  made  from  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  regretted  to  see  the  course 
senators  were  disposed  to  take.  Would  they  never 
cease  to  assault  the  land  bilP  There  never  had  been 
a bill  so  long  and  so  desperately  contested  by  the 
opposition.  Every  amendment,  including  the  one 
now  offered,  in  principle,  that  the  ingenuity  of  that 
opposition  could  devise,  had  been  offered  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill  in  the  senate,  and  had  been  voted 
down.  Were  these  amendments  to  be  repeated  upon 
every  bill  that  came  before  the  senate?  Would  se- 
nators persist  in  this  course?  The  whole  matter  con- 
nected with  the  distribution  bill  had  been  solemnly 
decided  at  the  present  session.  Were  senators  not 
willing  to  let  the  people  try  the  measure.  If  it  was 
wrong  they  would  find  it  out  and  correct  it.  He  said 
let  them  try  it.  This  fighting  a measure,  indirectly,  he 
did  not  like.  He  would  submit  it  in  all  good  feeling 
to  senators  to  let  this  measure  take  its  course.  The 
bill  authorised  its  repeal  when  congress  should  say 
it  should  be  done.  Let  the  question  at  all  times  be 
fairly  and  openly  met  and  decided.  Mr.  S.  was 
neither  to  be  driven  nor  coaxed  into  a reargument  of 
that  measure  at  this  session.  He  had  heard  with 
pain  and  regret  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun),  the  other  day,  call  upon  the  presi- 
dent to  put  his  veto  on  this  important  measure.  He, 
(Mr.  S.)  did  not  object  to  the  opposition  of  the  se- 
nator while  the  bill  was  in  the  senate,  but  regretted 
that  he  should  have  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  further, 
against  all  parliamentary  rule,  and  advise  the  presi- 
dent to  veto  a measure  that  had  gone  from  the  body, 
and  which  was  specially  recommended  by  himself  in 
his  last  message,  and  urged  by  him  upon  congress  for 
its  adoption.  Mr.  S.  would  not  pursue  the  subject. 
He  wished  to  see  the  session  brought  to  a close;  and 
he  would  say  nothing  that  would  lead  to  debate.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Allen  said  they  would  constantly,  unitedly  and 
with  accumulated  energy  follow  up  the  subject.  It 
had  all  along  been  said  that  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  states  would  neither 
tend  to  loans  nor  additional  taxation.  Now  what 
had  they  witnessed?  He  would  give  them  fair  notice 
that  his  side  of  the  senate  meant  to  do  all  it  could  to 
repeal  the  distribution  law,  to  help  to  alleviate  the 
burdens  of  the  people,  which  the  land  bill  had  impos- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  foreigners;  and  these  foreigners 
our  enemies,  moral  and  political. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  senator  from  Ohio  talked  of 
the  land  bill  as  though  it  had  already  become  a law. 
He  expressed  the  hope,  if  the  bill  was  signed,  that 
no  bill  which  violated  the  spirit  of  the  compromise 
would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  president. 

Mr.  Mangum  replied;  when  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as 
follows:  yeas  19,  nays  25.  The  bill  was  then  laid 
over  to  be  taken  up  on  Monday. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up,  (the  question 
pending,  being  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  to 
exempt  tea  and  coffee),  when  Mr.  Clay  addressed 
the  senate  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a half;  going 
into  a full  exhibit  of  the  present  state  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  intimating  that  a loan  might  be  necessary  as 
early  as  December  next. 

Mr.  C.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  made  the  fol- 
lowing estimates  for  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  first  part  of  the  year  1841,  and  the  probable 
revenue  for  the  last  half  of  the  same  year,  under  the 
existing  revenue  laws,  supposing  the  present  bill  not 
to  pass: 

Actual  revenue  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  1841: 


Customs, 

Lands, 

Bank  bond, 
Miscellaneous  items, 


$6,113,410  51 
826,669  95 
637,049  47 
64,945  83 


$7,642,075  76 

Expenditure  during  the  same  time: 

Civil,  miscellaneous  and  foreign  inter- 


course, 

Military, 

Naval, 


$3,062,524  71 
6,442,893  53 
2,559,706  52 

$12,065,124  76 
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Public  debt, 

Treasury  notes  redeemed,  including 


3,937  35 


interest, 


$14,431,512  75 


$2,362,450  62 

Difference  between  actual  receipt  and 

expenditure  on  the  first  half  of  1841,  6,789,437  00 
Probable  revenue  for  the  last  half  year: 
Customs,  - - - $6,113,410  51 

Lands,  - - - 826,669  95 

Miscellaneous  items,  - - 64,945  83 


Expenditure. 

Civil,  miscellaneous  and  foreign  inter- 
course, - 

Military, 

Naval,  - 

Public  debt, 

Treasury  notes  redeemed, 


$7,005,026  29 


Deficiency  of  the  revenue  during  the 
last  half  year  of  1841  to  meet  the 
expenditure  of  the  same  time, 
Deficiency  of  the  first  half  brought 
forward,  ... 


$3,062,524  71 
6,442,893  53 
2,559,706  52 
3,937  55 
4,047,498  16 

$16,116,560  47 


9,111,534  18 
6,789,437  00 


Total  deficiency  of  actual  revenue  to 
meet  actual  expenditure  during  the 
year  1841,  - - - $15,900,971  18 

Tc5  which  should  be  added  as  much  more  as  may  be 
expended  out  of  the  appropriation  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Woodbury  replied  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Calhoun  followed;  when  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Choate,  Clay,  of  Alab.  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Mouton,  Nichol- 
son, Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Sevier,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Woodbridge,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 39. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Henderson,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Preston,  Rives,  Southard 
—10. 

Mr.  Men  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  exempt- 
ing the  article  of  salt  from  duty. 

Mr.  Benton , spoke  for  some  time  in  support  of  the 
amendment.  He  said  that  the  tax  on  salt  acted  on 
the  poor  most  oppressively;  that  the  banker  with  his 
millions,  did  not  use  as  much  salt  in  a year  as  a far- 
mer’s cow  would  lick  up  in  half  a season. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  gunny  bags. 

Mr.  Benton  warmly  objected  to  mixing  up  any 
thing  so  incongruous  as  gunny  bags  with  salt. 

Mr.  Bates  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Sevier,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
having  been  ordered,  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Mangum.  Merrick.  Miller,  Morehead,  Mouton, 
Phelps,  Porter.  Prentiss,  Simmons,  Southard,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Graham,  Henderson,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Wal- 
ker, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 22. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

September  6.  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  resolutions  of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Surry 
county,  Virginia,  condemning  the  measures  of  the 
extra  session,  and  approving  the  veto  of  the  president 
on  the  bank  bill;  which  without  debate  were  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Berrien,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house,  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  attorney  general  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of 
title  to  sites  on  which  fortifications  are  erected. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  expense  of 
the  outfits  of  diplomatic  agents  of  government,  and 
the  resolution  relative  to  the  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  were  taken  up,  and  laid 
over. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  a resolution  directing  the  secre- 
tary of  the  senate  to  transmit  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States  a copy  of  the  recent  report  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  senate,  in  compliance 
with  its  resolution,  giving  a statement  of  the  public 
lands  surveyed,  prepared  for  sale,  and  not  advertised 
and  brought  into  market. 

Mr.  Smitlt,  of  Indiana,  opposed  this  motion,  consi- 
dering it  of  a most  remarkable  character,  as  the  pre- 
sident was  unacquainted  with  the  reports  made  to  the 
senate;  to  endeavor  to  inform  him,  would  be  degrad- 
ing to  us,  and  disrespectful  to  him.  He  briefly  ex- 
plained the  facts  why  the  lands  had  not  been  brought 


into  market  as  soon  as  prepared  for  sale — that  they 
were  attached  to  no  land  district,  which  rendered  it 
impossible.  He  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  ta- 
ble; which,  after  some  further  debate,  was  carried. 

Mr.  Bayard  introduced  a joint  resolution  providing 
for  the  settlement  of  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  judiciary 
committee. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up;  the  question 
pending  being  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Men, 
to  exempt  salt  from  duty,  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Walker,  to  include 
gunny  bags  with  salt. 

Mr.  Walker  said,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  friends,  he 
should  withdraw  his  amendment  for  the  present,  as  it 
was  supposed  by  some  it  might  embarrass  the  origi- 
nal amendment. 

Mr.  Huntington  spoke  zealously  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Men,  as  calculated  to 
violate  the  spirit  of  the  compromise  act.  He  asked 
if  senators  desired  to  destroy  the  home  manufactures 
and  give  a monopoly  to  foreigners? 

Mr.  King  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Though 
not  disposed  to  run  counter  to  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
promise, he  yet  desired  to  take  duties  off  all  articles 
of  necessity  and  used  by  the  poorer  classes. 

Mr.  Bates  opposed  the  amendment  with  much  zeal, 
and  insisted  that  if  the  duty  were  removed,  the  price, 
so  far  from  being  lessened,  would  be  increased,  from 
the  fact  that  there  would  be  no  rivalry  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  salt  ought  not  to  be  interfer- 
ed with  now — the  duty  was  going  off  gradually,  and 
full  as  rapidly  as  was  consistent  with  safety  to  com- 
mercial interests.  No  one  could  regard  the  bill  be- 
fore them  as  permanent.  It  was  evident  that  the 
whole  system  would  have  to  be  revised  under  the 
compromise  system. 

Mr.  Walker  was  warmly  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. He  regarded  a tax  on  salt  as  inhuman  and 
unjust.  It  was  almost  as  necessary  to  human  life  as 
the  air  they  breathed,  and  should  be  exempted  from 
all  burthens  whatever. 

Mr.  Mien  then  modified  his  amendment  so  as  that 
it  should  not  take  effect  until  after  the  3d  of  June, 
1842. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  against  the  amendment;  and  said 
the  very  circumstance  of  the  universality  of  its  use 
was  a reason  it  should  come  in  for  its  share  of  taxa- 
tion. He  never  talked  about  the  poor,  but  he  believ- 
ed he  felt  as  much,  and  probably  more,  than  those 
who  did.  Who  were  the  poor?  Why  they  were  all 


Mr.  Berrien  moved  to  amend  it,  so  that  it  should 
not  take  effect  until  the  3d  of  March,  1843;  but  in  the 
mean  time  a duty  of  20  per  cent,  shall  be  levied  on 
all  raid  road  iron,  except  for  rail  roads  the  construc- 
tion of  which  has  already  been  commenced  by  states 
and  corporations. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  this  amendment  ought  im- 
mediately to  take  effect,  but  he  was  doubtful  of  the 
success  of  it,  in  its  original  form;  and  from  necessity, 
for  the  sake  of  accomplishing  some  good,  at  least,  by 
the  amendment,  he  accepted  the  modification. 

After  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  King,  Calhoun  and 
Cuthbert,  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  as  modified,  it 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  an  amendment,  to  exempt  from 
duty,  paintings  and  statuaries,  the  productions  of 
American  artists  abroad;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  to  strike  out  “cloves”  from  the 
free  articles;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Woodbury  moved  to  strike  out  the  5th  section 
of  the  bill;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  W.  moved  an  amendment  to  levy  a duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  low  priced  wools. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  article  was  made  free  by  the  law 
of  1832,  and  it  would  strike  a most  mortal  wound  on 
the  woolen  manufactures. 

Mr.  Huntington  concurred  in  this  view. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  This  wool  did  not  come  in  competition  with 
American  wool;  the  amendment  would  prove  destruc- 
tive to  the  manufacturing  interests.  He  sent  to  the 
secretary’s  table  a letter  on  this  subject,  which  was 
read,  and  exhibited  the  deadly  influence  a duty  on 
this  article  would  exercise  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Huntington  read  a letter  of  the  same  effect. 
After  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Benton  and  Tap- 
pan , in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  it  was  rejected 
without  a division. 

Mr.  Woodbury  offered  an  amendment  providing 
that  when  wool  of  different-qualities  is  imported  in 
the  same  package,  and  any  part  is  worth  more  than 
eight  cents  per  pound,  that  part  shall  pay  a duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Kerr,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  circulating  libraries  not  incorporated  should 
have  the  power  to  import  books. 

This  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Kerr,  Bu- 
ehanan,  Woodbury,  and  others.  It  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  to  exempt  grease  from  duty, 
which  occasioned  some  pleasant  and  playful  remarks 


poor;  and  any  attempt  to  select  certain  classes  for  betweeen  Messrs.  Preston,  Clay  and  others;  when  the 


taxation,  before  the  collecter  came  round  they  might 
be  poor.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  tax  might 
not  be  interfered  with.  This  was  a subject  which 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Macon  took  under  their  pecu- 
liar care,  and  other  gentlemen  had  since  mounted  the 
hobby,  and  literally  rode  it  down.  He  could  tell 
them,  if  they  desired  to  preserve  the  compromise, 
they  must  leave  the  salt  tax  afone. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Wal- 
ker, Benton,  Calhoun  and  Preston,  when  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton.  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Smith,  of 
Conn.  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bartow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Graham.  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Porter,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard, 
Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Woodbridge — 23. 

Several  other  amendments,  not  important  in  them- 
selves, were  offered,  but  were  voted  down. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  insert  among  the  free  arti- 
cles “gunny  bags.” 

He  briefly  advocated  the  amendment.  The  manu- 
facturers of  the  article  in  this  country  sometimes  en- 
tered into  a combination,  and  raised  the  price  of  this. 
When  this  was  the  case,  he  wished  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle to  be  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  Clay  said  no  such  combination  had  taken  or 
could  take  place.  The  amendment  went  to  violate 
the  compromise  act. 

The  amendment  was  further  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Woodbury  and  King.  It  was-  then  rejected:  yeas  13, 
nays  33. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  an  amendment,  which  he  said 
would  benefit  the  cotton  interest:  to  add  a proviso  to 
the  end  of  the  second  section,  that  no  duty  in  virtue 
of  its  provisions  should  be  levied  beyond  20  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

This  was  adopted  without  a division. 

Mr.  Buchanan  renewed  his  motion  to  repeal  the  act 
of  1833,  releasing  rail  road  -iron  from  duty,  and  to 
subject  it  to  a duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  providing  that 
all  iron  already  imported  shall  not  be  affected.  To 
this  Mr.  Huntington  had  offered  an  amendment,  which 
he  now  withdrew. 


question  was  taken  on  its  adoption,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  17,  nays  29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  then,  at  a 
late  hour,  adjourned. 

September  7.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a me- 
morial from  sundry  brush  makers,  asking  that  no  ad- 
ditional duty  may  be  imposed  upon  bristles.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a preamble  and  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Pike,  Jackson  and  Hock- 
ing counties,  Ohio,  expressive  of  their  satisfaction 
with  the  course  of  the  whigs  at  the  present  session, 
and  condemning  the  veto. 

Mr.  C.  would  only  add,  that  more  intelligent  and 
patriotic  men  did  not  exist  than  those  of  the  valley 
of  Scioto  who  had  done  him  the  honor  of  making 
him  the  organ  of  presentation  of  their  views.  He 
moved  that  the  paper  be  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  inform 
the  senate  whether  all  the  money  due  to  the  United 
States  from  the  Pennsylvania  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  been  paid  into  the  treasury;  and,  if  not,  the  amounts 
and  interest  not  paid  and  the  reasons  why  not  paid, 
and  the  actual  state  and  condition  of  the  moneys,  &,c. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  outfit  and 
arrearages  of  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  a charge  at 
Naples. 

On  this  motion  a debate  ensued,  which  lasted  until 
the  morning  hour  had  expired,  Messrs.  Rives,  Buchan- 
an, King  and  others  participating;  when,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  Choate  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to 
the  1st  section,  19th  line,  after  the  word  saltpetre, 
“tallow;”  and  in  the  61st  and  62d  lines,  the  words 
“mohair,  marrow  and  other  soap  stocks,  and  palm 
oil.” 

Mr.  C.  then  explained  the  object  he  had  in  view 
by  the  amendment,  and  advocated  it  in  some  brief 
remarks. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  amendment  of  the  insertion 
of  tallow  at  the  present  time. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  branch 
of  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Bates  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing in  the  45th  line  of  the  1st  section,  after  the  word 
berries  “smaltz;”  and  after  the  word  dying,  “pru- 
nelle.” 

Mr.  B.  explained  the  object  of  the  amendment; 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  1st  section  the  following 
proviso. 

“Provided,  That  any  change  made  by  this  act  which, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act,  cannot 
take  effect  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1842  shall  be  post- 
poned until  that  time. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Huntington, 
against  the  same;  the  question  was  taken,  and  decid- 
ed in  the  negative,  yeas  11,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting at  line  88  of  the  1st  section,  after  the  word 
“wood,”  the  following:  “But  this  proviso  shall  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  increase  the  duty  now  by  law 
imposed  upon  the  woods  mentioned  in  it,  and  import- 
ed from  any  port  or  place  within  the  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada.” 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Evans,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  13,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
in  the  56th  line  of  the  first  section,  after  the  word 
“fustic, ” “ground  flint;”  which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting in  the  22d  line  of  the  1st  section,  after  the 
words  to  wit:  the  following:  “blankets  costing  not 
above  75  cents  each,  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1842.” 

Mr.  B.  said  the  rates  of  duty  on  these  blankets 
during  the  administration  of  Jackson  and  Van  Buren 
were  comparatively  small  not  over  five  per  cent. — 
quite  a low  rate  of  duty.  He  desired  to  have  the  ar- 
ticle exempted  because  it  was  used  generally  by  poor 
people. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source  was  con- 
siderable, and  that  every  dollar  of  it  would  be  want- 
ed. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Clay,  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  amendment  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  20, 
nays  25. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  if  revenue  was  the  object,  he  could 
devise  a plan  to  put  a million  of  dollars  in  the  trea- 
sury at  least.  He  would  move  to  strike  out  from  the 
1st  section  the  article  of  raw  hides. 

On  this  motion  quite  an  animated  discussion  took 
place,  the  amendment  having  been  warmly  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Benton  and  as  warmly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Evans. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  proposition  of  his  friend  from  Missouri.  Raw 
hides  were  an  article  which  entered  largely  into  the 
commerce  of  Mississippi  in  a manufactured  state,  and 
he  would  not  agree  to  lay  any  additional  burdens  upon 
the  people  of  that  state. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  14, 
nays  28. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following; 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-one,  there  shall  be  laid  and  collected  through- 
out the  United  Staies,  its  territories,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  a tax  on  bank  notes  and  all  other  paper 
put  into  circulation  as  money,  by  corporations,  indi- 
viduals, or  companies,  as  follows: 

On  notes,  and  other  paper  for  circulation,  of  the 
denomination  of  twenty  dollars  and  upwards,  one  per 
centum  per  annum  on  the  amount  of  the  circulation 
thereof. 

On  notes,  and  other  paper  for  circulation,  of  the 
denomination  of  five  dollars  and  under  twenty  dollars, 
two  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  amount  of  the  cir- 
culation thereof,  with  one  per  centum  per  annum  in 
addition  thereto,  until  the  said  tax  amounts  to  twelve 
per  centum  per  annum. 

On  notes,  and  other  circulating  paper  of  less  deno- 
mination than  five  dollars,  four  per  centum  per  an- 
num on  the  amount  of  the  circulation  thereof,  with 
two  per  centum  per  annum  in  addition  thereto,  un- 
til the  said  tax  amounts  to  twelve  per  centum  per 
annum. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  de- 
scription of  paper  put  into  circulation  by  corpora- 
tions, companies  or  individuals,  which  shall  be  trans- 
ferable by  delivery,  and  without  the  endorsement  of 
each  passer  thereof,  and  without  being  subject  to  the 


laws  which  apply  to  inland  bills  of  exchange,  shall 
be  held  and  deemed  to  be  circulating  paper  within 
the  meaning  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the 
tax  hereby  imposed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  cor- 
poration, company,  or  individual,  who  shall  issue 
notes  or  paper  of  the  foregoing  descriptions,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  tax  aforesaid,  and  within  thirty  days 
after  the  last  day  of  September  in  each  and  every 
year,  shall  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  and  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
the  said  issue  is  made,  a statement,  verified  by  affida- 
vit, showing  the  average  quarterly  amount  of  the  cir- 
culation of  their  notes  or  paper  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year,  and  the  estimated  average  cir- 
culation for  the  remaining  quarter;  the  average  of 
which  four  quarters  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  the 
annual  circulation;  the  said  statement  to  be  made  out 
according  to  a form  to  be  obtained  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  through  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict; on  failure  to  make  which  return,  the  said  cor- 
poration, company,  or  individual  shall  be  liable  to  a 
double  tax,  and  to  a fine  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately 
on  receiving  said  returns,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  cause  the  tax  accruing  thereon  to  be  col- 
lected by  the  marshal,  and  duly  accounted  for  and 
paid  over  by  him. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  per 

centum  shall  be  allowed  to  each  marshal  for  his 
compensation  in  collecting  and  paying  over  said  mo- 
neys. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  additional 
and  separate  security  shall  be  required  from  each 
marshal  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  under 
this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  double 
taxes  incurred  under  this  act  for  a default  in  not 
making  returns  of  the  circulation,  shall  be  computed 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district  and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  according  to  the  reputed  capital  employed, 
or  circulation  issued,  by  the  delinquent  party;  and  all 
fines  under  this  act  shall  be  recoverable  by  action  of 
debt,  and  shall  be  divided  between  the  informers  and 
the  law  officers  of  the  United  States  prosecuting  the 
same. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  for  some  time  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  favor  of  taxing  paper  with  pic- 
tures stamped  on  it,  which  has  the  effect  to  increase 
the  nominal  value  of  property  three  times  beyond  the 
real  value.  Besides,  the  people  connected  with  these 
machines  had  no  taxes  to  pay,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
privileges,  such  as  drawing  interest  for  three  dollars 
on  one,  and  exemption  from  paying  debts,  to  say 
nothing  of  putting  the  government  at  defiance  when- 
ever it  suited  their  fancy.  He  said  this  paper  circu- 
lation was  taxed  in  England,  and  the  course  followed 
there  was  that  indicated  by  his  amendment. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment,  the  vote  stood:  yeas  8,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  from  the  1st  section,  in  line  55,  the  words 
“furs  undressed  of  all  kinds.”  This  proposition  was 
voted  down  by  25  to  18. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate;  and,  on 
the  question  of  concurring  with  the  committee  in 
exempting  tea  and  coffee  from  duties,  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  being  then  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  making  watches,  parts  of  watches, 
jewelry,  &c.  liable  to  a duty  of  20  per  cent. 

A long  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn, Huntington,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Bates,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Wright,  Sevier,  Buchanan,  King,  Walker, 
Woodbury,  and  others  participated;  when  the  vote 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 
yeas  30,  nays  12. 

Mr.  Simmons  said  that  it  was  at  his  suggestion  that 
bleaching  powder  had  been  inserted  in  the  bill,  since 
which  he  had  been  fully  satisfied  that  the  article 
could  be  manufactured  in  this  country  to  any  ade- 
quate extent,  and  he  should  therefore  move  that  the 
senate  do  not  concur  in  the  amendment. 

This  motion  having  prevailed,  bleaching  powder  is 
now  liable  to  a duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  exempt- 
ing salt  from  duty  after  30th  June,  1842,  and  on  that 
motion  he  desired  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  the  vote  stood: 
yeas  20,  nays  24. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Choate,  in  re- 
lation to  an  allowance  of  drawback  on  all  spirits 
manufactured  from  foreign  molasses  according  to 
the  quantity  of  molasses  used;  and  Mr.  C.  sent  a me- 
morial to  the  chair,  which  was  read  in  explanation. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Benton,  and  on  the  question  being  taken  it  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  proposed  to  so  amend  the  bill  as 
that  it  should  be  made  to  take  effect  from  and  after 


the  30th  of  September.  He  was  aware  there  was  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  subject; 
but  on  the  whole  there  was  a great  majority  who 
concurred  on  some  short  day.  Every  discerning  mer- 
chant must  have  seen  that  the  session  would  not  ter- 
minate without  some  such  law,  and  the  only  regret 
was  that  the  bill  should  have  been  so  long  before 
congress — long  enough,  in  fact,  to  have  allowed  or- 
ders to  have  been  sent,  and  returns  received,  or  other 
orders  countermanded. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  by  moving  to  insert 
the  words  “thirty  days  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act” — a time  in  his  opinion  too  short,  but  would 
allow  of  any  orders  being  countermanded.  He  left 
it  to  the  sense  of  the  senate,  and  should  content  him- 
self with  asking  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  bill  had  stood  from  the  first 
September,  ever  since  it  was  first  introduced,  and  all 
had  had  time  during  the  discussion  to  have  taken 
what  steps  they  might  have  deemed  most  conducive 
to  their  interests. 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  in  favor  of  the  time  fixed  by 
the  senator  from  Kentucky,  as  well  from  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  result  as  the  conveniences  to 
the  department.  It  was  the  time  tire  commercial 
year  commenced,  and  from  which  the  accounts  were 
made  up. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: yeas  11,  nays  32. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  the  words  “from 
the  1st  November  next.”  He  thought  a shorter  time 
than  this  would  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  injustice 
that  ever  people  were  guilty  of.  You  almost,  said 
Mr.  C.  commit  a robbery,  when  you  allow  one  mer- 
chant to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  this  bill, 
while  others  might  sacrifice  thousands  from  ignor- 
ance of  it.  All  revenue  bills  should  go  into  opera- 
tion at  a distant  period  of  time. 

Mr.  Benton  had  voted  for  the  proposition  of  the  se- 
nator from  New  York,  and  should  vote  with  still 
more  satisfaction  for  the  amendment  of  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  because  it  extended  still  fur- 
ther the  time.  All  revenue  bills  appeared  to  him  to 
be  drafted  with  reference  to  New  York,  while  New 
Orleans,  an  important,  though  distant  port,  was  never 
thought  of. 

Mr.  Clay  thought  vast  importations  had  already 
been  made.  Since  this  bill  had  been  under  conside- 
ration, there  had  been  ample  time  to  have  gone  to 
England  and  France  and  return  with  cargoes;  and,  if 
it  were  put  off  until  the  1st  November,  orders  would 
be  sent  and  all  the  warehouses  in  Europe  would  be 
made  to  disgorge  their  contents,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  revenue.  To  fix  a short  day  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  better  for  commerce,  for  the  country  and 
for  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Choate  said:  While  on  this  side  of  the  Cape  it 
would  do  very  well.  Tea  was  nothing  now,  but  he 
referred  to  the  Manilla  trade.  The  difficulties  in 
China  had  driven  a large  number  of  our  vessels  into 
the  Manilla  trade,  and  not  to  make  provision  in  such 
cases  would  be  t6  make  the  burden  fall  on  the  im- 
porter; and  he  asked  if  it  was  right  to  break  up  a 
well-planned  enterprise  which  the  pirate  and  tem- 
pest had  spared? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  as  follows:  yeas  9,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Bates  then  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the 
time  beyond  the  Cape  to  the  1st  of  August  next. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
allowing  the  like  time  to  vessels  on  distant  voyages 
this  side  the  Cape;  but  the  proposition  was  negatived. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bides  was  adopted,  and  the 
amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a third  time. 

The  bill,  from  the  house,  making  appropriations 
for  fortifications  on  Staten  Island,  New  York,  was 
read  a first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

The  amended  bill  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives making  appropriations  for  the  repairing  the 
Potomac  bridge  was  taken  up;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Merrick  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
diplomatic  agents,  which  had  been  discussed  during 
the  morning  hour,  was  t alien  up;  the  question  pend- 
ing being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum  to  strike  out  the 
salary  and  outfit  of  a charge  to  Naples. 

On  this  motion  a debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Bates,  Clay,  Walker,  Clay,  of  Alabama, "and  Rives  par- 
ticipated; when  the  question  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative:  yeas  23,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  moved  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the 
outfit  of  the  ministers  to  Madrid  and  Brazil  to  that 
for  charges. 
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On  this  motion  a very  interesting  debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  Sevier,  Buchanan,  Archer  and  Rives 
participated;  when  the  question  was  taken  separately 
on  Spain  and  Brazil,  and  severally  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  in 
the  bill  from  sixty-three  thousand  dollars  to  fifty- 
eight;  which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  same  an  allowance  of  three  months’ 
pay  to  the  officers  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  to 
the  messengers,  pages,  &c.;  which  motion  was  adopt- 
ed; when  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  revenue  bill  having  now 
been  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
on  the  question,  shall  this  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Wright  rose  and  spoke  against  the  bill,  giving 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  with  much  animation. 

Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Walker,  Clay,  Preston, 
Allen  and  King  severally  gave  their  opinions  of  the  bill. 

On  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  stood  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow.  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Young — 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury, 
Wright, — 11. 

And  the  senate  adjourned,  after  being  in  session 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until  five  in  the  evening. 

September  8.  Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee 
on  the  militia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  repair  of  forts  at  Staten 
Island,  New  York. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported, with  an  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  house 
to  repeal  the  6th  section  of  the  act  for  the  support  of 
the  military  academy  at  West  Point,  for  1838,  and  to 
prohibit  the  investment  of  trust  funds  of  the  United 
States  in  the  stocks  of  the  several  states. 

The  joint  resolution  authorising  the  purchase  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  American  water- 
rotted  hemp,  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  and  to  extend 
in  force  for  seven  years,  was  taken  up,  with  an 
amendment  from  the  naval  committee,  that  such  pur- 
chase shall  be  made  with  regard  to  the  price  and 
quality  of  the  article. 

Mr.  Mangum  had  learned  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  department 
for  some  years  to  contract  for  and  give  higher  prices 
for  domestic  hemp  than  for  the  foreign  article,  when 
the  quality  was  equal.  The  committee  did  not  think, 
in  reporting  the  amendment,  that  it  was  proper  to 
give  a great  premium  to  domestic  hemp.  The 
amendment  regulating  the  purchase  according  to  the 
price  and  quality  would  make  very  little  difference 
with  the  practice  of  the  department,  and  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  till  next  session.  He,  however,  at  request, 
withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Mangum  thought  the  resolution,  as  amended, 
could  do  no  harm,  and  might  stimulate  to  the  pur- 
chase of  domestic  hemp. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  thought  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
adopted,  as  it  would  give  a general  stimulus  to  the 
pi'oduction  of  hemp  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  King  thought  it  was  best  to  leave  this  matter 
to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  secretary.  If  domestic 
hemp  could  be  as  advantageously  procured  as  other, 
the  secretary  would  feel  bound  to  purchase  it.  He 
preferred  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  stood. 

After  further  brief  remarks  by  Mr.  Woodbury  in 
favor  of,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  against  the  resolution — 
Mr.  Calhoun  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  This  was  negatived. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  an  appropriation 
of  $33,300  for  repairs  of  fortifications  on  Staten  Is- 
land, New  York,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  King  hoped  they  would  have  some  explana- 
tion on  the  subject.  Did  that  island  belong  to  the 
general  government5 

Mr.  Preston  said  some  doubt  had  existed,  but  it  had 
been  ascertained  satisfactorily  in  the  other  house 
that  it  was  the  property  of  the  United  States.  The 
sum  of  money  was  the  result  of  estimates  of  the  pro- 
per department,  for  the  repair  of  forts  which  were 
our  property. 

Messrs.  Wright  and  Huntington  spoke  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  these  forts,  and  as  the  matter  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently examined,  Mr.  H.  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 


tion on  the  table.  He  however,  at  request,  withdrew 
the  motion,  and  Mr.  Sevier  expressed  the  hope  that  it 
would  not  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  wished  to  move 
an  amendment,  to  appropriate  $25,000  for  repairs  of 
Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas. 

After  further  conversation,  Mr.  Huntington  renew- 
ed the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  which  was  rejected: 
yeas  19,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Wright  offered  an  amendment,  applying  a part 
of  this  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  the  sites  of 
the  forts,  in  case  it  should  appear  on  examination  by 
the  attorney  general  that  the  title  of  the  U . States  to 
them  was  not  valid. 

After  some  conversation  by  various  senators,  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Wright  was  adopted:  yeas  21, 
nays  17. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Sevier  was  then  adopted: 
yeas  23,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next.  This  motion  was  carried:  yeas  24, 
nays  21. 

Thus  the  bill  was  postponed  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  select  committee  on  that 
subject,  reported  a resolution  for  the  employment 
of  reporters  by  the  senate.  The  resolution  and  re- 
port were  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  he  gave  notice 
that  he  should  call  them  up,  for  consideration,  to- 
morrow. 

The  resolution  authorising  the  purchase  of  domes- 
tic water-rotted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  was 
taken  up,  the  amendment  having  been  engrossed,  and 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  repeal  the  6th  section  of 
the  act  for  the  support  of  the  military  academy  at 
West  Point,  and  to  prohibit  the  investment  of  trust 
funds  of  the  United  States  in  the  stocks  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  was  then  taken  up. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  provided  for  the 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
1838  appropriating  for  the  support  of  the  military 
academy  at  West  Point,  as  requires  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  invest  the  annual  interest  accruing 
on  the  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of  the  late 
James  Smithson,  of  London,  and  other  trust  funds  in 
stocks  of  the  several  states,  and  that  the  secretary  be 
required  to  invest  the  accruing  interest  from  such 
fund  in  any  stock  of  the  United  States  bearing  a rate 
of  interest  not  less  than  five  per  centum  per  annum. 

Messrs.  Linn  and  Woodbury  spoke  briefly,  after 
which  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  relation  between  the  government 
and  the  states,  of  the  latter  being  debtors  to  the  for- 
mer, ought  always  to  be  avoided;  for  what  means 
could  be  used  to  coerce  the  states  if  they  refused  to 
pay?  We  had  stocks  of  our  own,  in  which  this  trust 
fund  of  the  government  could  be  invested.  He  should 
prefer  the  adoption  of  this  principle,  that  in  all  cases 
of  trust  funds,  an  account  should  be  opened  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  fund 
should  be  held  in  the  treasury  and  it  pay  an  annual 
interest  on  it,  until  its  object  was  accomplished.  He 
regarded  this  Smithsonian  fund  as  a sacred  trust 
which  the  government  would  be  bound  to  restore  if 
it  should  ever  be  lost;  and  that  being  the  case — the 
government  being  responsible  for  them,  it  would  be 
better  that  they  should  remain  in  the  treasury,  under 
our  charge. 

Mr.  Tappan  was  understood  to  concur  in  this  opi- 
nion; and  after  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Woodbury,  Calhoun  and  Sevier,  the  amendment  was 
engrossed,  the  bill  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans  its  title  was  amended  so 
as  to  be  in  effect  “an  act  to  repeal  a part  of  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  for  the  support  of  the  military  aca- 
demy of  the  United  States  for  1838,  and  for  other 
purposes.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum  the  bill  from  the  house 
“making  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  naval  ord- 
nance, ordnance  stores,  and  other  purposes,”  was  ta- 
ken up. 

Mr.  Mangum  offered  an  amendment,  which  he  said 
had  been  recommend  by  the  navy  department,  to  add 
a section  to  the  bill,  providing  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  cause  such  increase  to  be  made  to 
the  marine  band,  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  and  pro- 
per, to  an  amount  not  exceeding  500  men. 

He  said  this  had  been  proposed  by  the  department; 
the  increase  would  be  about  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  expenses  of  the  corps,  and  he  did  not  know  as 
the  senate,  considering  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country,  would  be  prepared  at  this  heel  of  a session 
to  make  such  an  increase  in  this  session. 

Mr.  Wooilbury  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  King  thought  it  remarkable  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  should  offer  such  an  amendment, 
which  he  could  not  vote  for  himself.  He  opposed 
this  increase  of  expenditure. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  there  was  no  doubt  but  an  in- 
| crease  in  the  corps  was  required;  but  with  a thin  se- 


nate, at  the  heel  of  a session,  and  with  a l-cduced 
treasury,  he  did  not  know  as  the  senate  would  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  the  propriety  of  his  withdraw- 
ing the  amendment,  instead  of  having  it  voted  down 
by  the  senate,  so  as  not  to  prejudice  its  success  in  fu- 
ture, when  it  should  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Mangum  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  bill,  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  when  no  notice  had  been  given  of  it 
from  the  department,  and  when  the  state  of  the  trea- 
sury was  so  reduced.  It  was  the  commencement  of 
a permanent  system,  and  it  could  do  but  little  harm 
to  have  it  lay  over  to  next  session,  when  they  could 
be  informed  of  the  state  of  the  navy,  and  its  wants. 
He  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  if  the  chair- 
man had  no  objection. 

Mr.  Mangum  hoped  it  would  be  passed  now.  It 
was  a matter  of  indispensable  necessity  for  the  navy, 
and  the  appropriation  was  of  much  more  urgent  ne- 
cessity than  the  lavish  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions that  had  been  made,  or  than  any  other  appro- 
priation that  could  be  made  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

Messrs.  Calhoun,  Woodbury  and  Benton  further  op- 
posed, and  Messrs.  Mangum,  Hcnderscm  and  Allen  ad- 
vocated the  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  postpone  its  further  consi- 
deration to  the  1st  Monday  in  December  next.  This 
was  negatived  by  yeas  2,  nays  38 — Messrs.  Calhoun 
and  Nicholson  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  and  passed.  It 
appropriates  $600,000,  a part  of  which  is  to  be  appli- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  making  experiments  and  im- 
provements in  the  navy,  by  steam  vessels  and  other- 
wise. 

The  president  stated  that  there  was  no  other  busi- 
ness on  the  table  of  the  senate;  and  it  then  went  into 
executive  session. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  1.  Mr.  Stieart,  of  Illinois,  in- 
troduced to  the  house  his  colleague,  the  hon.  Zadok 
Casey,  member  elect  from  that  state,  who  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Adams  introduced  again  the  subject  of  the  in- 
vestment of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  and  other  trust 
funds  in  state  stocks,  and  introduced  a series  of  four 
resolutions,  condemning  the  conduct  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration in  assuming  state  debts  by  those  invest- 
ments of  trust  funds.  The  resolutions  further  de- 
clared that  the  United  States  government  were  bound 
in  honor  and  good  faith  to  make  good  any  losses  to 
these  trust  funds  while  in  their  hands,  and  forbade 
any  further  investments  of  that  character.  As  there 
was  a general  call  for  an  immediate  decision  of  the 
question,  Mr.  Adams  expressed  his  willingness  to  have 
the  resolutions  pass  without  debate. 

Mr.  Underwood  expressed  his  dissent  from  the  prin- 
ciple that  government  was  bound  to  make  good  the 
dilapidation  of  trust  funds.  The  claim  was  not  good 
in  law,  unless  the  investment  had  been  made  with 
intent  to  misapply  or  waste  the  trust  fund.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  all  the  resolutions  now,  nor 
was  he  pi’cpared  to  discuss  them. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  a few  remarks;  withdrew  the 
three  first  resolutions,  and  the  last  only  was  submit- 
ted to  the  house,  being  declaratory  of  the  impropriety 
of  any  future  similar  use  of  trust  funds.  It  passed 
without  a division. 

Mr.  Wood  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution  to 
inquire  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  removal  of  the  govei'nmcnt  money  in 
New  York  to  the  Commercial  bank  in  that  city.  Ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  W.  0.  Butler  then  called  up  the  McLeod  re- 
solution, and  spoke  an  hour  on  it. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  the  post  office 
department,  having  been  returned  from  the  senate 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house  now  take  it  up 
and  concur. 

Mr.  .7.  L.  White  moved  an  adjournment,  but  was 
understood  to  withdraw  for  a moment. 

Mr.  Wise  objected  to  adjourning  till  all  the  busi- 
ness on  the  table  was  disposed  of.  He  was  called  to 
order. 

Mr.  Briggs  urged  immediate  action  on  the  amend- 
ments as  it  would  require  but  a few  moments. 

Mr.  Andrews  inquired  if  the  motion  to  adjourn  were 
not  now  pending,  and  insisted  that  it  be  now  put. 

Mr.  White  said  he  had  not  withdrawn  the  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wei-c  ordered  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  the  house  then  refused  to  adjourn — 
yeas  58,  nays  98. 

The  senate  amendment  to  the  post  office  appro- 
priation bill  was  then  agreed  to,  without  debate  or 
division. 
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Mr.  Proffit  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution  of 
inquiry,  demanding  of  the  secretary  of  war  the  names 
of  fraudulent  contractors  alluded  to  by  him  in  his  re- 
port. The  house  refused  to  grant  leave. 

The  house  then  adjourned  at  12  o’clock. 

Thursday,  Sept.  2.  Mr.  Cross,  of  Arkansas,  in- 
troduced Mr.  Dodge,  delegate  elect  from  the  territory 
of  Iowa,  who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Gentry  asked  leave  of  absence  until  the  end 
of  the  session  for  his  colleague,  Mr.  C.  II.  Williams; 
which  was  granted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  Mr. 
Shields,  of  Alabama,  stating  that  he  had  been  unavoid- 
ably called  away,  and  requesting  that  another  gen- 
tleman might  be  nominated  in  his  stead  as  a member 
of  the  committee  of  elections.  And  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  McKay  offered  the  following 
resolutions;  which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, directed  to  report  to  this  house,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  the  number  of  small  arms  of 
every  kind,  which  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are 
in  the  several  arsenals  and  depots,  including  those  in  the 
use  of  the  army;  stating  the  number  lost  or  destroyed  by 
it  per  annum;  the  number  which  the  states  may  several- 
ly possess,  inclusive  of  those  distributed  to  the  militia; 
specifying  the  number  that  have  been  issued  to  each 
state  under  the  laws  of  congress,  and  the  number  pro- 
cured by  the  states  themselves. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  secretary  also  report  the 
number  of  arms  manufactured  annually  at  each  of  the 
national  armories,  and  whether  that  number  can  be  in- 
creased; to  what  extent  and  to  what  expense;  the  num- 
ber of  private  armories  in  the  United  States,  designating 
the  states  in  which  located;  the  number  of  arms  manu- 
factured by  them,  annually,  accompanied  with  a com- 
arative  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  manufacture  of  each 
ind  of  small  arms  at  the  national  and  private  armories, 
respectively. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  secretary  report  the  cost  of 
transporting  arms  from  each  of  the  national  armories  to 
the  several  arsenals  and  depots,  particularly  those  in  the 
western  states  and  territories,  the  number  of  militia  in 
the  United  States,  and  any  other  information  which  may 
be  useful  in  enabling  congress  to  decide  what  further  le- 
gislation may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  arming  the  mi- 
litia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  house  took  up,  and 
without  debate,  adopted  the  following  resolution  here- 
fore  offered  by  him: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report  to  this  house,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  stocks  issued,  and  authorised  by  law 
to  be  issued,  by  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  and 
territories  of  this  union,  including  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  constituting  the  existing  debts  of  the  said  states, 
territories  and  District;  specifying  the  amount  of  the  stocks 
thus  issued,  and  the  rates  and  terms  of  interests  payable 
upon  them,  the  stipulated  times  of  reimbursement  ofeach 
loan,  the  dates  of  the  legislative  acts  by  which  they  were 
severally  authorised,  the  objects  of  internal  improvement 
or  otherwise  for  which  the  funds  thus  raised  were  to  be 
and  have  been  applied,  and  the  present  condition  with 
reference  to  the  prospect  of  completion  of  the  public  works 
to  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  issue  of  the  said  stocks 
was  authorised. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  McKay  presented  a joint  reso- 
lution making  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney  general  to 
examine  into  the  titles  of  the  lands  or  sites  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  theroon  armories  and  other  pub- 
lic works  and  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  then,  by  general  consent,  was 
read  a third  time  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  whom  resolutions  of  instruction  had  here- 
tofore been  referred,  reported  a bill  to  repeal  the 
sixth  sextion  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  the  military  academy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  1838,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
July,  1838,  and  to  prohibit  any  investment  of  the 
funds  of  the  United  States  in  stocks  of  the  several 
states;  which  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  that,  as  the  bill  contained  no 
appropriation,  and  need  not,  therefore,  be  committed, 
it  be  put  on  its  third  reading  now.  And  the  bill  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  eleven  members, 
not  more  than  one  of  which  shall  be  from  any  one  state, 
be  appointed  by  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  ol  taking  evi- 
dence at  the  principal  ports  of  entry  and  elsewhere,  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  existing  system  and  rates  of  du- 
ties on  imports  upon  the  manufacturing,  commercial  and 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country;  and  of  procuring, 
generally,  such  information  as  may  be  useful  to  congress 
in  any  revision  of  the  revenue  laws  which  may  be  at- 
tempted at  the  next  session. 

Further  resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  authoris- 
ed to  sit  during  the  recess,  and  to  employ  a clerk. 

After  some  conversation,  involving  a point  of  order, 
Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  “sit  during  the  recess  and  to.” 


Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  87,  noes  62.  So  the  resolution  and  amendment 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  informing 
the  house  that  the  senate  had  agreed  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  house  on  the  disagreeing  votes  be- 
tween the  two  houses  on  the  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate to  the  fortification  bill. 

And  also,  that  the  senate  had  passed  the  bill,  (here- 
inafter referred  to),  in  relation  to  the  Choctaw  re- 
servations. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  examined  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  post  office  department, 
and  had  found  the  sams  to  be  correct.  Whereupon 
the  bill  received  the  signature  of  the  speaker. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  J.  G. 
Floyd: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  officer  of  the  army, 
or  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  has,  since 
the  4th  of  March  last,  been  directed  to  visit  the  state  of 
New  York  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  imprison- 
ment or  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod;  and  if  so,  to  com- 
municate to  this  house  copies  of  the  instructions  to,  and 
report  of  such  officer;  and  whether,  by  any  executive 
measures  or  correspondence,  the  British  government 
has  been  given  to  understand  that  Mr.  McLeod  will  be 
released  or  surrendered. 

Mr.  Floyd  addressed  the  house  in  answer  to  the  ar- 
guments of  members  on  the  other  side,  and  in  about 
fifteen  minutes  was  cut  off  by  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  to  be  the  motion  of  Mr.  Proffit  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  following 
resolution: 

Whereas,  the  secretary  of  war,  in  his  report  of  the  31st 
May,  1841,  makes  use  of  the  following  language: 

“The  attention  of  the  department  has  been  directed  to 
the  subject  of  Indian  treaties,  and  particularly  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  some  of  those  recently  made  have  been 
executed,  involving  the  disbursement  of  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  emigration  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

“The  frauds  that  have  been  practised  in  the  southwest 
have  been,  to  some  extent,  inquired  into,  but  a full  dis- 
closure of  all  the  facts  has  not  been  arrived  at.  Enough 
has,  however,  been  brought  to  light  to  establish  the  con- 
viction that  certain  contractors  have  realized  the  most 
enormons  profits,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is  believ- 
ed to  have  been  the  direct  fruit  of  gross  fraud  upon  the 
government  or  the  Indians,  practised  by  bribing  some  of 
the  subordinate  instruments  in  the  public  employment, 
or  through  the  mismanagement  of  higher  public  agents, 
who  can  only  screen  themselves  from  the  suspicion  of  a 
connivance  in  the  frauds  by  submitting  to  the  imputation 
of  gross  negligence,  ignorance  or  incompetency  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty. 

“From  the  involved  character  of  these  transactions  and 
the  difficulty  uf  procuring  full  and  precise  information,  it 
has  been  found  impossible  as  yet  to  fix  upon  the  point 
where  these  frauds  commenced,  or  to  ascertain  the  boun- 
daries of  responsibility  among  the  numerous  public  of- 
ficers and  agents,  through  whose  direct  or  indirect  in- 
strumental lity,  connivance  or  ignorance  the  contrac- 
tors were  able  to  consummate  their  unprincipled  de- 
signs. This  investigation  has  been  prosecuted  with  the 
most  painful  reluctance,  though  persevered  in  under  a 
paramount  sense  of  duty;  and  enough  has  been  disclosed 
to  suggest  an  inquiry  whether  the  guilty  recipients  may 
not  be  compelled  to  refund  their  iniquitous  gains  to  the 
treasury  by  process  of  law.” 

And  whereas,  three  months  have  now  elapsed,  and  no 
further  information  has  been  given  to  this  house  of  the 
nature  or  extent  of  the  frauds  alluded  to  nr  of  the  persons 
engaged  therein: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  lay 
before  this  house  the  names  of  the  persons  engaged  in 
such  frauds,  and  the  extent  of  the  irauds,  as  far  as  they 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  war  department. 

Mr.  Boyd  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to 
suspend,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Stanly  desired  to  know  whether  this  resolution 
referred  to  an  investigation  now  pending?  If  so,  it 
would  break  it  up.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Proffit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  speaker  said  the  resolution  was  not  yet  in  pos- 
session of  the  house — the  motion  being  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  its  reception. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  he  understood  it  to  have  been  a 
whig  principle  to  expose  frauds. 

Mr.  Stanly.  Yes;  but  this  resolution  will  prevent 
the  exposition  of  frauds. 

Mr.  Proffit.  It  will  be  a covering  up  of  fraud  not 
to  adopt  it. 

Messrs.  Gentry  and  Proffitsaid  some  thing,  which  in 
the  confusion  was  not  heard. 


The  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  71, 
nays  60.  So,  (two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive), the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Garret  Davis  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution heretofore  offered  by  him: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represejitalives  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
hereafter  all  printing  by  the  order  of  the  heads  of  the 
executive  departments,  or  any  other  agent  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  where  the  rates  are  now  higher,  be  done 
and  performed  at  the  same  rates  established  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress  by  the  two  houses  for  printing 
done  by  their  order;  pnd  all  accounts  for  such  printing 
shall  be  settled  and  paid  in  strict  conformity  to  such  rates 
hy  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  140, 
nays  3.  So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Davis  asked  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  Mr.  D.  to  withdraw  the  motion,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  an  amendment  instructing  the 
clerks  of  the  two  houses  to  report  at  the  next  session 
on  the  best  and  most  economical  mode  of  separating 
the  government  from  the  public  press,  and  to  submit 
their  views,  &c. 

Mr.  Davis  declined  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  remarking  that  the  gentleman  could 
present  his  resolution  as  a distinct  proposition. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  engrossment), 
was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  the  joint  resolution 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  resolution.  And  there  was  a se- 
cond. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution),  was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Halsted,  from  the  committee  on  elections,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  the  papers  and  documents 
in  relation  to  the  contested  election  from  the  territory 
of  Florida,  made  a report  concluding  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  David  Levy,  esq.  is  not  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  in  pursuance  ofanv  law  or  treaty  thereof; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  said  David  Levy,  esq.  is  not  en- 
titled to  a seat  in  the  house  of  representatives  as  a dele- 
gate from  the  territory  of  Florida  to  the  27th  congress. 

Mr.  H-  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and,  with  all  the  accompanying  papers  and  docu- 
ments, be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  elections,  rose  and  said  he  dissented  from 
the  report. 

Mr.  Stanly  expressed  a hope  that  some  of  the  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  the  previous  question  on  the 
question  of  the  contested  election  from  N.  Jersey, 
would  be  prepared  to  act  with  equal  promptitude  on 
this  report. 

The  report  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and,  with 
all  the  accompanying  papers  and  documents,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

And  Mr.  Halsted  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up 
the  report  in  a day  or  two. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  entitled  “an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  satisfaction  of  outstanding  Choctaw  re- 
servations, under  the  19th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  of  September,  1830,”  was 
taken  up  and  read  twice  by  its  title. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  hands  of  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq. 
his  private  secretary,  informing  the  house  that  the 
president  had  approved  and  signed  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  William 
Henry  Harrison,  deceased,  late  president  of  the  U. 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  adjourned. 
Friday,  Sept.  3.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the 
house  took  up  the  joint  resolution  giving  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  during  life,  to  the  widow  of  the  late 
president  of  the  United  States,  Wm.  Henry  Harrison. 
The  resolution  having  been  twice  read — 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  so  to  amend  it  as  to  strike  out 
the  words  “weighing  two  ounces  and  under;”  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cushing  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
be  changed  to  an  act,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  prece- 
dent set  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Madison. 

And,  by  common  consent.,  the  form  was  changed 
by  striking  out  the  word  “Resolved,”  &c.  and  insert- 
ing “Be  it  enacted,”  &c. 

"Mr.  Warren  made  the  question  that  this  subject 
did  not  come  within  the  rule  prescribing  the  action 
of  the  house  during  the  present  session. 
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Some  conversation  followed,  and  the  point  of  order 
was  overruled  by  the  speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  adopted: 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  state  be  required  to 
report  to  this  house,  as  soon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  as  practicable,  a statement  of  the  privile- 
ges and  restrictions  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the 
United  States  with  all  foreign  nations  similar  to  that  com- 
municated to  the  senate  December  18,  1837,  (document 
8,  1st  session,  26th  congress),  only  changing  the  deno- 
minations of  (lie  foreign  money,  weights  and  measures 
into  those  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  custom 
house  entries  of  domestic  exports,  and  adding  columns 
showing  the  average  amount  and  value  of  the  articles 
exported  to  each  country  for  the  years  1S38,  1839  and 
1840,  and  of  the  duties  on  the  same;  together  with  a 
summary  of  die  average  aggregate  value  of  exports  to 
each  country  for  those  years,  of  articles  the  growth,  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ave- 
rage amount  of  duties  thereon  accruing  to  each  country. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution in  the  McLeod  case. 

Mr.  Floyd  resumed  his  remarks  from  yesterday  and 
concluded- 

Mr.  Everett  took  the  floor  with  the  intention,  he 
said,  of  giving  a general  outline  of  his  views  on  this 
subject.  After  he  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Boardman  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table.  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn, 
which  prevailing  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Sept-  4*  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  communications: 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a 
contract  entered  into  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Poinsett, 
with  the  agent  of  Jean  B.  and  Pelagi  Ferribault,  for 
the  purchase  of  the  island  or  point  of  land  at  the 
junction  of  the  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi  rivers,  as 
a part  of  the  military  reserve  at  Fort  Snelling,  toge- 
ther with  various  papers  in  relation  to  the  subject. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmit- 
ting a report  of  lieut.  W.  H.  Emory,  in  relation  to 
the  situation  and  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  New- 
castle, of  the  river  Delaware.  Laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Cross  offered  the  following  re- 
solution; which  was  adopted: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  house  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  regulations  exist,  by  treaty  stipula- 
tion or  otherwise,  between  thisgovernment  and  the  repub- 
lic of  Texas,  on  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  debts,  re- 
gaining the  possession  of  property,  and  enforcing  legal 
liabilities  and  rights  by  citizens  ofone  government  against 
those  of  the  other.  And,  likewise,  such  laws  and  treaty 
stipulations  as  have  direct  relation  to  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  said  governments. 

Mr.  Goode,  of  Virginia,  laid  before  the  house  the 
proceedings  of  two  several  public  meetings  of  citi- 
zens of  that  state.  The  resolutions  were  received 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Steenrod  submitted  a motion 
that  certain  papers  on  the  files  of  the  house,  having 
reference  to  the  selection  of  sites  upon  the  western 
waters  for  marine  hospitals,  (and  not  heretofore 
printed),  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Halsted,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions, reported  from  that  committee  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  David  Levy,  claiming  a seat 
in  this  house  as  delegate  from  Florida,  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next,  at  10  o’clock;  and  that  he  be  heard  at  the 
bar  of  this  house  upon  his  case,  if  he  shall  so  desire. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  report  and  papers  in  this  case 
had  been  printed  and  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the 
members;  but  as  he  did  not  hold  to  the  doctrine  that 
judges  were  called  upon  to  decide  a case  before 
reading  the  evidence;  nor  that  the  rights  of  individu- 
als were  to  be  passed  upon  without  giving  them  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard;  and,  as  he  dissented  from 
a decision  to  that  effect  made  in  a certain  case  which 
should  be  nameless,  he  had  offered  this  resolution, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Briggs  suggested  to  Mr.  H.  so  to  modify  the 
resolution  as  to  provide  that  Mr.  Levy  should  be  heard 
“in  person  or  by  counsel.”  This  was  the  usual 
mode. 

Mr.  Halsted  modified  the  resolution  to  read  accord- 
ingly. And,  as  modified,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution,  hertofore  of- 
fered by  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd,  of  New  York,  in  the  case 
of  Alexander  McLeod,  the  immediately  pending  mo- 
tion being  that  of  Mr.  Boardman  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Mams,  when  Mr.  Mams  address- 
ed the  house  for  an  hour  in  a most  earnest  and  elo- 
quent speech  upon  the  general  merits  of  the  resolu- 


tion, and  the  objects  at  which  it  aimed;  in  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  some  other  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him;  and  in  a masterly  vindication  of  the 
course  of  Mr.  Webster  with  reference  to  this  point 
in  our  foreign  negotiations. 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  A.  with  great  re- 
luctance, renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

And  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative as  follows:  yeas  109,  nays  70.  So  the  re- 
solution was  laid  on  the  table. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  the 
hands  of  A.  Dickins,  esq.  secretary,  informing  the 
house  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  did,  on 
the  1st  of  September  instant,  approve  and  sign  the 
bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census,  or  enumera- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  &c. 

Also,  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  a convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic.” 

Also,  the  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  printed  returns  of  the  sixth  census. 

Also,  that  the  senate  had  passed  the  following  bills: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  by 
means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the  fiscal  corpo- 
ration of  the  United  States. 

An  act  authorising  the  transmission  of  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  Mrs.  Harrison  free  of  postage. 

An  act  to  provide  for  placing  Greenough’s  statue 
of  Washington  in  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol,  and  for 
expenses  therein  mentioned. 

An  act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Potomac  bridge, 
with  an  amendment. 

Also,  that  the  senate  had  agreed  to  the  amendment 
of  this  house  to  th e fourth  amendment  to  the  bill  No. 
8,  entitled,  “an  act  making  appropriations  for  various 
fortifications,  for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities.” 

Mr.  Randolph  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  examined  the  act 
“to  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe-keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  by  means  of 
a corporation  to  be  styled  ‘the  fiscal  corporation  of 
the  United  States,”’ and  had  found  the  same  correct. 
Whereupon  the  bill  received  the  signature  of  the 
speaker. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
U.  States,  by  the  hands  of  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq.  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  notifying  the  house  that  the  president 
had  approved  and  signed  the  bill  “to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights.” 

Mr.  John  C.  Clark  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  no  purchase  of  paper  for  the  use  of  the 
house  be  made  until  the  committee  appointed  on  that 
subject  report  to  the  house  at  the  next  session. 

To  which  Mr.  Brig-gs  suggested  a modification  “that 
no  further  stationary  should  be  purchased  until  after 
the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  and  not 
until  after  the  select  committee  shall  have  reported, 
as  erroneously  stated  on  the  journal;”  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  resolution  thus  amended  passed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  said  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  conference  (heretofore  appointed)  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifica- 
tions, for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppress- 
ing Indian  hostilities,  had  been  delayed  to  this  time, 
in  consequence  of  an  accidental  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  senate  to  act  upon  one  of  the  amendments. 
Since  that  time  the  senate  had  concurred  in  the 
amendment  of  this  house  to  their  amendment;  and 
the  only  remaining  question  now  that  prevented  the 
bill  being  finally  disposed  of,  was  the  disagreeing 
vote  of  the  two  houses  in  relation  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  $30,000  for  surveys  for  military  defences. 

The  committee  of  conference  had  had  a meeting, 
and  he  had  been  instructed  to  make  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  of  conference  appointed  by  this 
house  and  the  senate  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two 
houses  on  the  second  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the 
“bill  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities, ” have  had  a conference,  and  unanimously  re- 
commend that  the  house  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  said  amendment  and  concur  with  the  senate 
in  the  same. 

The  report  having  been  read,  Mr.  Fillmore  moved 
that  the  house  concur  therein. 

A communication  from  the  topographical  bureau 
on  the  subject  of  these  surveys  was  read. 

Mr.  Ward  inquired  of  the  speaker  what  would  be- 
come of  the  bill  if  the  house  should  now  disagree  to 
this,  report5 

The  speaker  said  the  bill  would  be  lost. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Fillmore,  Daw- 
son, Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  Wise  and  Tillinghasl — 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  the  previous  question. 
And  there  was  a second. 


And  the  main  question  (being  on  concurring  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conferrence)  was  ordered 
to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landoff  W.  An- 
drews, Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold.  Aycrigg,  Baker. 
Barnard,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Board- 
man,  Borden,  Briggs.  Brock  way,  Bronson,  C.  Brown, 
J.  Brown,  Burnell,  William  Butler,  Calhoun,  Catuthers, 
Casey,  John  C.  Clark,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Gar- 
ret Davis,  Win.  C.  Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Everett, 
Ferris,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble,  Patrick 
G.  Goode,  Greig,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  S. 
Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  James  Irvine, 
William  W.  Irwin,  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  King,  Lane, 
Linn,  Mallory,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Ma- 
tliiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pen- 
dleton, Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander 
Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Ser- 
geant, Simonton,  Slade,  Smith,  Sellers,  Stanly,  Stoke- 
ley,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull, 
Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Westbrook,  Edw. 
D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Win- 
throp,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young — 104. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beeson, 
Bqwne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Burke, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Chapman, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean, 
Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Eg- 
bert. John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gerry,  Goggin 
William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Green,  John  Hastings, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones  Keim,  Lewis,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Marchand.  John 
Thompson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Newhard,  Payne, 
Pope,  Rayner,  Rencher.  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Shaw, 
Shepperd,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Tur- 
ney, Underwood,  Watterson,  James  W.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Wise,  Wood — 71. 

So  the  house  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference;  and  thus  the  bill,  after  many 
throes  and  agonies,  awaits  only  the  signature  of  the 
president  to  become  a law. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yorke,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Sept.  6.  Mr.  Irvine,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  enrolled  bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  the  bill  to  provide  for  placing  the  sta- 
tue of  Washington  by  Grenough  in  the  rotundo  of 
the  capitol;  and  the  bill  giving  the  franking  privilege 
to  the  widow  of  the  late  president  of  the  U.  States, 
general  William  H.  Harrison,  and  had  found  the 
same  to  be  correct. 

Whereupon  the  said  bill  received  the  signature  of 
the  speaker. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  consent  of  the 
house  to  be  allowed  to  offer  certain  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  a large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  of  the  county  of  Amelia,  in  the  state  of 
Virginia,  expressive  of  opposition  to  the  course  of 
congress  this  session,  and  declaring  their  approval  of 
the  course  of  the  president  in  vetoing  the  bank  bill, 
for  which  they  tender  him  their  cordial  co-operation 
and  support.  The  resolutions  were  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  certain  papers  relating 
to  the  case  of  lieut.  Murray  were  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  tbe  house. 

Mr.  Summers,  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
heretofore  appointed  on  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  house,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  special  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  house  of  representatives  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  felt  it  due  to  the  members  of 
the  committee  to  state,  that  immediately  after  the  , 
adoption  of  the  resolution  under  which  they  were 
appointed,  they  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  them.  Communications  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  officers  of  the  house  having 
control,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  contin- 
gent fund,  and  their  answers  to  various  interroga- 
tories were  required.  The  examination  in  the  clerk’s 
office  were  laborious,  and  much  time  was  necessary 
to  the  preparation  of  the  tabular  information  called 
for  by  the  committee.  When  the  clerk’s  report  was 
recived  by  the  committee,  the  session  of  the  house 
had  so  far  progressed  as  to  justify  the  belief  of  an 
early  adjournment,  leaving  to  the  committee  not  suf- 
ficient time  for  such  an  investigation  of  the  matter 
submitted  to  them  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves or  the  house.  He  himself  had  been  constantly 
engaged  on  the  committee  of  elections,  and  his  col- 
leagues on  the  committee  of  investigation  had  also 
been  embarrassed  by  their  labors  on  other  commit- 
tees. Had  they,  however,  supposed  that  the  session 
of  congress  would  have  continued  to  the  present 
time,  they  would  have  endeavored  to  have  reported 
fully  on  this  important  subject.  The  resolution  now 
offered,  he  said,  simply  proposed  the  continuance 
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over  of  the  committee  until  the  next  session,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  report.  All  the  materials  were 
in  possession  of  the  committee,  and  all  they  wished 
was  time  to  fit  it  for  the  action  of  the  house. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  committee  had  found  the  field  in  which 
they  had  been  engaged  an  ample  one,  imperiously 
requiring  the  hand  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  The 
expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund  had  been  in 
many  respects  wasteful  and  extravagant,  and  he 
hoped  all  would  unite  in  correcting  them.  As  to  the 
stationery  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  house,  much 
difference  of  opinion  existed  in  relation  to  the  best 
mode  of  providing  and  distributing  it  among  the 
members.  Some  were  in  favor  of  cutting  it  off  alto- 
gether, and  leaving  the  members  of  the  house  to  fur- 
nish themselves.  Others  preferred  supplying  a fixed 
and  limited  quantity,  while  some  proposed  paying  to 
each  member  a specific  sum,  in  money,  by  way  of  com- 
mutation, in  lieu  of  stationery.  These  various  schemes 
would  all  be  duly  considered  by  the  committee,  should 
the  present  resolution  be  adopted,  and  some  perma- 
nent and  useful  reform,  as  he  hoped,  be  concurred  in. 
That  the  house  might  see  that  reform  in  this  depart- 
ment was  needed,  he  would,  without  going  into  de- 
tails, call  its  attention  to  the  following  statement  of 
expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund,  as  to  the  two 
articles  of  printing  and  stationery,  for  the  last  three 
congresses : 

Twnnty-fourth  Congress,  1836  and  1837. 

Printing, $148,288  39 

Stationery,  ....  24,127  47 


$172,415  86 

Twenty-fifth  Congress,  1838  and  1839. 

Printing, $217,684  44 

Stationery,  ....  73,486  86 


$291,171  30 

Tioenty-sixth  Congress,  1840,  and  to  31st  May,  1841. 

Printing, $99,664  40 

Stationery,  ....  58,506  75 


$158,171  15 

As  a part  of  the  stationery  expenditures  of  the  25th 
congress,  Mr.  S.  stated,  the  committee  had  found  the 
following  among  other  items: 

83,700  quills,  ....  $3,953  12 

483  gross  steel  pens,  . . 4,569  39 

15  barrels  of  ink,  . . . 528  50 

Making  pens  for  members,  . . 476  25 

Mr.  S.  stated  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  clerk  of 
the  house  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the 
expenses  for  stationery  for  the  next  session  was 
$15,000;  which  was  a great  reduction,  though  he 
thought  still  too  high.  The  resolution  adopted  on 
Saturday  forbid  the  clerk  to  purchase  any  paper  until 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  and  he 
hoped  the  committee  would  be  able  to  make  full 
report  before  any  further  purchase  would  be  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Watterson  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  instructions: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  directing  the  postmaster  of  the 
house  to  keep  the  stationery  account  of  every  mem- 
ber during  each  session  of  congress.” 

Mr.  S.  then  accepted  the  instructions  offered  by 
Mr.  Watterson,  as  a modification  of  his  own  reso- 
lution. 

Some  conversation  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Briggs,  W.  W.  Irwin,  and  McKay  participated. 

When  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution, 
as  modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Halsted,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions, called  up  the  report  of  that  committee  in  the 
case  of  David  Levy,  delegate  from  the  territory  of 
Florida.  He  asked  Mr.  Levy  if  it  was  his  wish  to 
be  heard  by  counsel. 

Mr.  Levy  then  took  the  floor  to  argue  his  case,  in 
person.  He  urged  a postponement  to  the  next  session, 
to  enable  him  to  collect  evidence  of  his  citizenship, 
which  it  had  been  impossible  for  him  to  do  at  this 
session.  He  made  a very  able  and  eloquent  plea,  dis- 
playing the  peculiar  hardship  of  his  case  in  a very 
strong  light.  He  complained  of  informality  in  the  tak- 
ing of  evidence  against  him  of  want  of  due  notice  of 
the  grounds  on  which  his  right  was  contested,  and  of 
the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed  for  the  collection  of 
testimony  in  his  favor.  He  deprecated  also  the  allu- 
sion made  by  Mr.  Stanly  and  others,  on  Saturday, 
to  the  New  Jersey  case  of  last  congress,  which  he 
thought  might  be  an  attempt  to  array  party  feeling 
against  him. 

Mr.  Halsted,  in  presenting  the  case  on  behalf  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  made  explanations  of  the 
remarks  made  by  himself  and  Mr.  Stanly  in  reference 
to  the  late  New  Jersey  case.  No  party  effect  was 
intended.  The  rule  being  that  the  last  decision  on 
such  a subject  is  the  law,  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  anxious 
to  remove  the  precedent  established  in  the  last  similar 


case,  (which  he  did  not  name),  by  which  the  claim- 
ants were  denied  a hearing  before  the  house,  and  for 
that  reason,  he  introduced  a resolution  to  allow  Mr. 
Levy  the  privilege  of  being  heard  (by  counsel  or  in 
person)  by  those  who  were  to  judge  of  his  case.  Mr. 
Halsted  then  replied  to  the  arguments  by  which  Mr. 
Levy  had  urged  a postponement. 

Mr.  McKeon  spoke  in  favor  of  allowing  more 
time  to  Mr.  Levy  for  collecting  evidence  of  his  citi- 
zenship. 

Mr.  Stanly  disclaimed  the  motive  imputed  to  him 
by  Mr.  Levy.  He  made  a sportive  remark  on  Satur- 
day, with  a view  merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
world  to  the  difference  between  the  action  designed 
on  this  case  and  that  taken  in  the  N.  Jersey  case.  He 
never  made  any  remark  intended  or  calculated  to  ex- 
cite any  party  feeling  unfavorable  to  the  gentleman 
from  Florida. 

Mr.  Levy  declared  he  had  not  intended  to  make 
such  an  imputation. 

Mr.  Ganible  (being  one  of  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions) made  a statement  of  reasons  for  not  allowing 
the  postponement  of  a decision. 

Mr.  Levy  replied  to  some  of  the  objections  of  Mr. 
Gamble. 

Mr.  Wise  advocated  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Gomble  replied,  very  briefly;  and  then,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Pope,  the  house  adjourned,  at  half  past 
one  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  7.  Mr.  Harris  presented  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a large  meeting  of  the  democratic  party, 
recently  held  in  Clarke  county,  in  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia, strongly  disapprobatory  of  the  general  course  of 
the  whig  party — inveighs  against  the  necessity  or 
propriety  of  this  extra  session;  and  is  condemnatory 
of  the  most  of  the  measures  which  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  its  labors;  and  expressing  their  joy  and  gratifi- 
cation in  the  honest  and  intrepid  course  of  the  presi- 
dent in  vetoing  the  bank  bill,  and  according  to  him 
their  respect  and  confidence  for  preserving  the  con- 
stitution inviolate,  and  saving  the  country  from  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  such  a measure. 

Mr.  H.  moved  they  be  received  and  laid  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Russell  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a meeting  of  1 50  delegates  from  the  counties 
of  Ross,  Pike,  Jackson  and  Hocking,  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  approving  of  all  the  leading  measures  of  the 
whigs  in  the  present  congress,  and  reprehending  in 
strong  terms  the  exercise  of  that  kingly  power  called 
the  veto.  The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Calhoun  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  buildings 
make  inquiry  as  to  the  practicability  of  ventilating  the  hall 
of  the  representatives  upon  a plan  recently  adopted  for 
the  house  of  parliament  in  England;  and  if  deemed 
practicable,  to  report  how  the  same  may  be  adapted  to 
this  hall. 

On  leave  given  Mr.  Talliaferro  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  do  pay  to  Wil- 
liam Smith  the  same  compensation  per  diem  and  mile- 
age that  is  allowed  to  members  of  congress;  computing 
the  per  diem  allowance  from  the  9th  day  of  July  last, 
that  being  the  period  when  the  said  Smith  appeared 
before  the  committee  on  elections,  to  contest  the  right  of 
Linn  Banks  to  a seat  in  the  house  of  representatives,  of 
the  4th  September,  inclusive,  that  being  the  day  when, 
at  the  instance  of  Linn  Banks,  the  sitting  member,  the 
contest  was  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  congress,  in 
order  to  enable  the  said  Banks  to  procure  additional  evi- 
dence to  sustain  a right  to  the  seat  he  occupies;  and  that 
after  the  committee  had  progressed  as  far  in  the  con- 
test as,  from  the  evidence  before  them,  as  far  as  it  has 
been  examined  and  passed  upon  to  ascertain  a majo- 
rity of  the  legal  votes  cast  in  the  election  to  havetbeen 
given  to  the  said  Smith. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Taliaferro, 
Banks,  Everett,  Holmes  and  Briggs. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  then  modified  his  resolution  to  read 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  do  pay  to  Wil- 
liam Smith  the  same  compensation  per  diem  and  mile- 
age that  is  allowed  to  members  of  congress,  computing 
the  per  diem  allowance  from  the  9th  day  of  July  last, 
that  being  the  period  when  the  said  Smith  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee  on  elections  to  contest  the  right  of 
Linn  Banks  to  a seat  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  the  4th  of  September,  inclusive,  that  being  the  day 
when,  at  the  instances  of  Linn  Banks,  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, the  contest  was  postponed  to  the  next  session 
of  congress,  in  order  to  enable  the  said  Banks  to  pro- 
cure additional  evidence  to  sustain  a right  to  the  seat  he 
occupies. 

When  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Halsted,  the  house  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  (with  the 
reasons  thereto  appended). 

“Resolved,  That  David  Levy,  the  returned  delegate 
from  the  territory  of  Florida,  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Monday  of  December  next  to  procure  testimony 


to  prove  his  right  to  the  seat  he  now  occupies,  as 
delegate  from  the  said  territory.” 

“The  undersigned  states  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives that  he  has  a well-grounded  expectation  of 
being  able  to  maintain  by  sufficient  proofs  the  right 
of  Moses  E.  Levy  to  the  benefit  of  the  6th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  of 
the  22d  February,  1819,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Florida; 
and  of  the  right  of  the  undersigned,  through  his  fa- 
ther, the  said  Moses  E.  Levy,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  privileges  of  citizenship  of  the  United  States. 
He  therefore  desires  a postponement  of  the  conside- 
ration of  his  case,  as  proposed  in  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted this  morning;  being  well  assured  that  the 
house  cannot  do  justice  to  the  question  before  it  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  testimony.  D.  LEVY.” 

“ September  6,  1841. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  the  previous  question. 

But  the  speaker  having  decided  that  the  previous 
question,  if  seconded,  would  cut  off  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  bring  the  house  to  a direct  vote  on  the 
report  of  the  committee,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Summers  (a  member  of  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions) addressed  the  house  at  length  on  the  general 
facts  and  law  of  the  case,  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  in  explanation  and  vindication  of 
its  course  of  proceedings. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Pope — 

Mr.  Ward  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black,  Briggs,  A. 

V.  Brown,  Chas.  Brown.  Burke,  Win.  Butler,  Wm.  O. 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clinton,  Coles, 
Cross,  R.  D.  Davis,  W.  C.  Dawson,  John  B.  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  J.  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Fer- 
ris, J.  G.  Floyd,  Chas.  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Gog- 
gin.  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Greig, 
Gustine,  Habersham,  Harris,  J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Henry, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hunter,  Insersoll,  James  Invine,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Jack, 
James,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew 
Kennedy  Lane,  Lawrence.  Lewis,  Linn,  A.  McClellan, 
R.  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Marchand.  A.  Mar- 
shall, T.  F Marshall,  J.  T.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mathews, 
Maxwell,  Medill,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Partridge, 
Payne,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Rayner,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rig“s,  Rogers,  Shaw, 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Simonton,  Slade,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  J.  T.  Stuart,  Sweney, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  T.  W.  Wil- 
liams, J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wood 
— 1'23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  S.  J.  An- 
drews, Aycrigg,  Baker,  Birdseye,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Calhoun,  John  C.  Clark,  Cowen,  Cranston,  G.  Davis, 
J.  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Hall,  Halsted,  Hudson,  King,  Samson  Mason,  Mattocks, 
Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Osborne,  Ramsey,  B.  Ran- 
dall, Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Smith,  Stanly,  Stoke- 
lv,  Stratton,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thompson,  R. 

W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  E.  D.  White,  L.  Williams, 
A.  Young — 44. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  house  took  up 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  repairing  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  senate 
with  an  amendment. 

This  amendment  provides  that  the  work  shall  be 
done  by  the  government,  without  contract,  instead  of 
being  done  by  contract,  under  the  supervision  of  an 
officer  of  the  engineer  corps,  as  originally  provided 
in  the  bill. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Undenvood  and 
Keim,  Mr.  Arrington  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendment  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  (under  a slight  ver- 
bal modification)  was  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Irwin,  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  examined  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities,  and  had  found  the  same  to  be  correct. 

Whereupon  the  bill  received  the  signature  of  the 
speaker. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Proffit  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed 
to  inform  this  house  what  amount  has  been  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  furniture  for  the  custom  house  at  New 
York  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841;  also,  the  items  of  fur- 
niture; also,  under  what  authority  the  purchases  have 
been  made,  and  out  of  what  particular  funds  payment 
has  been  or  is  contemplated  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Dawson , from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  whom  had  been  recommitted  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  certain  sites 
for  fortifications,  reported  back  a bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  a single  item  only,  to  wit,  $33,000  for 
repairing  the  forts  and  batteries  on  Staten  Island, 
New  York. 
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Thu  bill  haying  been  read  twice,  was  referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  D.  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Linn,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair),  and 
took  up  the  bill. 

After  some  explanations  between  Messrs.  Dawson 
and  Fillmore — Mr.  Charles  Brown  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

“That  for  the  purchase  of  sites  and  commencing 
the  erection  of  fortifications  on  the  Delaware  and 
New  Jersey  shores,  opposite  to  the  Pea  Patch  island, 
in  the  Delaware  river,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.” 

Mr.  Daivsm  rose  to  a point  of  order,  the  amend- 
ment being  for  new  works. 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  the  chair- 
man of  the  military  committee  say  the  amendment 
was  out  of  order,  for  he  had  waited  patiently  all  the 
session  for  an  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  subject:  but  he  supposed  it  was,  and 
would  be  always,  out  of  order  to  ask  for  or  obtain  any 
appropriation  for  the  defence  of  the  Delaware,  while 
it  was,  and  would  be,  it  appeared,  always  in  order  to 
make  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  other  places, 
and  particularly  to  that  of  New  York,  for  this  was 
the  third  bill  during  this  session  that  had  been  brought 
in  appropriating  large  sums  in  the  defence  of  that 
state. 

The  amendment  was  decided  out  of  order. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house. 

And  having  been  ordered  to  a third  reading  now, 
the  bill  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ferris,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
to  whom  was  referred  a message  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  information,  desired 
by  the  house,  in  relation  to  the  American  citizens 
now  British  prisoners  of  state  in  Van  Dieman’s  Land, 
reported  the  following  resolution  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house: 

Resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  consider  the  propriety  of  entering 
into  negotiations  with  the  British  government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  the  release  ofsuch  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  may  now  be  detained  in  Van  Dieman’s  Land, 
or  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  dominions,  for  any  al- 
leged or  actual  participation  in  the  late  insurrection  in 
the  Canadas. 

Mr.  F.  sustained  the  report  in  a few  animated  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Mams,  after  alluding  to  what  he  termed  the 
sublime  oration  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Feiris)  in  favor  of  those  persons  who  were  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  who  had  thought  pro- 
per to  take  a part  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Canada, 
against  the  direct  proclamation  of  their  own  president 
of  the  United  States,  warning  them  against  that  sub- 
lime patriotism  against  the  laws  of  their  own  coun- 
try, against  the  laws  of  the  country  which  they  in- 
vaded, and  against  tbe  laws  of  God  and  of  man,  pro- 
ceeded to  say:  Whilst  we  were  at  the  point  of  civil 
war  between  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  most  powerful  government  in  this  union,  on 
account  of  a transaction  that  has  occurred  there,  we 
were  now  in  pursuit  of  that  very  same  sort  of  patriot- 
ism that  had  produced  the  difficulty,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  which  we  were  now  in  such  a state  with  the 
government  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on 
the  earth,  that,  by  the  last  news  received,  it  appeared 
that  that  government  had  ordered  fifteen  ships  of  the 
line  to  cruise  along  our  coast,  and  give  their  opinion 
with  regard  to  Canadian  patriotism,  and  of  the 
right  of  the  state  of  New  York  to  hang  McLeod. — 
While  the  question  was  being  agitated  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  New 
York,  as  to  the  exercise  of  each  other’s  power  in  or- 
der to  save  that  man  from  destruction  by  popular 
patriotism,  this  time  had  been  chosen  to  call  upon 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  with 
the  British  government  in  behalf  of  those  unfortu- 
nate persons  who  had  violated  alike  the  laws  of  the 
country  which  they  had  invaded,  and  those  of  the 
country  from  which  they  went.  Now,  it  did  appear 
to  him  that  there  should  be  some  sort  of  consistency 
in  the  course  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  this  house. 
When  we  were  asking  Great  Britain  to  forget  all 
these  little  trespasses  upon  their  laws,  their  constitu- 
tion, their  government;  to  forget  the  crime  of  treason, 
for  which  these  men,  according  to  their  laws,  had 
been  tried  and  transported — transported  by  the  mercy 
of  the  government — transported,  instead  of  being 
hanged,  drawn  and  quartered,  as  they  had  exposed 
themselves  to  be  by  the  course  of  their  patriotism: 
Mr.  A.  would  say  that,  if  we  were  to  ask  the  president 
to  negotiate  with  Great  Britain  on  behalf  of  these 
people  for  more  mercy,  for  entire  forgiveness,  and  that 
they  might  return  to  their  homes,  it  would  be  as  well 
first  to  say  what  was  going  to  be  done  with  McLeod? 


There  were  two  sides  to  this  question,  and  before  we 
undertook  to  interfere  with  the  British  government, 
in  order  to  countenance  and  force  an  insurrection 
against  them,  by  obtaining  the  immunity  of  our  citi- 
zens from  the  punishment  to  which  their  conduct 
had  subjected  them,  it  would  be  as  well  to  ascertain 
who  they  were,  and  what  they  were,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  were  now  in  Van  Die- 
man’s Land.  Mr.  A.  here  referred  to  a resolution, 
adopted  some  time  since,  calling  for  information 
on  this  subject,  and  then  he  proceeded  to  ask  what 
information  this  house  had  received  since  that 
time?  Who  knew  what  these  citizens  were?  who 
they  were?  how  they  came  there?  what  their  trial 
was?  what  was  the  proof  against  them?  what  they 
had  done?  what  was  to  be  said  in  excuse  or  mitiga- 
tion of  punishment  for  the  crime  of  which  they  had 
been  found  guilty?  Before  they  undertook  to  ask  tbe 
president  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  on  the 
subject,  it  seemed  to  him  they  ought  to  have  some 
justification  for  the  act;  for  looking  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  a very  de- 
licate matter  to  meddle  with. 

There  was  one  point  of  view  in  which  this  report 
or  resolution  appeared  to  him  objectionable,  and  that 
was,  that  it  was  not  a direction  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  but  it  told  him  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration.  Now,  was  that  for  the  purpose  of 
casting  odium  upon  the  president  if  he  did  not  do  it5 
He  presumed  the  president  would  not  do  it  unless 
something  besides  this  resolution  was  recommended 
to  him.  He  asked  if  there  had  been  any  claim,  on 
the  part  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  upon  this 
government  to  interpose  in  this  matter.  Now,  in 
order  to  place  in  its  proper  point  of  view  the  position 
in  which  the  president  would  be  placed  with  the  Bri- 
tish government;  in  undertaking  that  which  was  re- 
commended to  him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  suppose  an 
insurrection  of  slaves  in  this  country,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  insurrection  being  suppressed  and  the 
transportation  of  those  slaves  to  a foreign  country — 
what  would  you  say,  what  would  southern  gentlemen 
say,  if  the  British  queen  should  send  a minister  here, 
and  ask  us  to  release  and  receive  back  those  slaves 
who  have  incurred  the  forfeiture  of  their  lives  and 
been  transported  afterwards  by  way  of  commutation  of 
mercy?  He  would  ask  southern  gentlemen  what  they 
would  think  of  a foreign  interposition  of  that  kind 
in  favor  of  those  slaves — to  restore  to  them  all  the 
rights  which  they  had  forfeited,  whatever  they  might 
be?  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  British  government 
might,  with  just  as  much  propriety,  interpose  in  this 
case,  as  we  could  in  the  other;  for  most  assuredly,  in 
the  estimation  of  all  impartial  persons,  if  those  people 
in  Canada  were  fighting  for  their  own  rights  and  li- 
berty, an  insurrection  of  slaves  could  not  be  regarded 
in  any  other  light.  Indeed,  it  would  be  a much  more 
proper  interposition  by  one  government  with  another 
than  an  insurrection  in  Canada. 

Now,  he  would  say,  that  this  resolution  must  be 
considered  with  these  references  to  what  we  should 
think  of  a similar  interposition,  if  the  case  was  re- 
versed, and  we  were  in  the  position  in  which  the 
British  government  was  with  regard  to  the  Canadian 
people.  And  also,  that  it  should  be  well  ascertained 
who  those  persons  were;  what  their  circumstances 
were;  what  justification  they  had  given  not  only  to 
the  Canadian  government  but  to  this  our  own  govern- 
ment, for  exposing,  as  they  did,  this  nation  to  a war 
on  account  of  their  conduct;  whether  there  was  any 
thing  to  show  that  they  were  entitled  to  that  sort  of 
commisseration;  for  we  must  go  as  suppliants  in  this 
case,  whatever  we  might  do  in  that  of  McLeod.  We 
must  go  with  a sense  ®f  the  justice  of  the  sentence 
by  which  they  were  transported.  We  could  not  as- 
sume an  authorative  tone  in  such  a case  as  this.  He 
knew  of  one  American  citizen,  a native  of  New 
Hampshire,  who  was  engaged  in  that  insurrection, 
and  he  (Mr.  A.)  recollected  having  signed  a paper  of 
entreaty  to  the  British  government  that  his  life  might 
be  spared.  He  was  a young  man,  and  perhaps  was 
impelled  by  bad  counsel,  though  probably  having  good 
intentions,  to  engage  in  the  insurrection.  He  was 
tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  execution,  but  his 
sentence  was  commuted  to  transportation;  and  he 
(Mr.  A.)  did  not  know  but  what  this  person  might  be 
now  at  Van  Dieman’s  Land. 

Mr.  A.  could  not  possibly  consider  this  resolution 
in  any  other  light  than  intended  to  interfere — no,  he 
would  not  say  intended,  but  a very  dangerous  inter- 
ference; and  its  tendency  would  be  to  exasperate  and 
increase  the  difficulties  we  had  with  Great  Britain, 
instead  of  being  of  that  conciliatory  character  in 
which  some  gentlemen  might  think  it  would  be  re- 
garded. Mr.  A.  concluded  by  reiterating  his  hope 
that  this  resolution  would  not  be  adopted  until  all  the 
information  he  had  stated  as  necessary  should  first  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a few  observations  in  favor 
of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 


When  Mr.  Stanly  rose  and  said:  It  was  a remark  of 
Lorenzo  Dow,  I think,  that  an  idle  brain  was  the  de- 
vil’s workshop.  We  are  about  to  prove  the  truth  of 
it.  We  have  nothing  to  do,  and  while  waiting  for  the 
action  of  other  departments  of  the  government  on  our 
measures,  we  are  in  danger  of  engaging  in  debating 
one  of  the  most  exciting  subjects  which  can  be  pre- 
sented to  our  consideration.  I hope,  sir,  we  shall  avoid 
this  by  adjourning.  I move  we  adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
Wednesday,  Sept.  8.  The  resolution  relating  to 
American  prisoners  transported  to  Van  Dieman’s 
Land  being  first  taken  up — 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  on  which 
motion  the  vote  was:  yeas  80,  nays  81.  So  the  house 
refused. 

The  resolution  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Wood  and 
McKeon  until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  house  then  took  up  certain  bills  returned  from 
the  senate,  and  referred  them.  The  bill  for  diplo- 
matic appropriations  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  The  bill  re- 
lating to  the  Choctaw  reservation  was,  after  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Fillmore,  L.  Williams,  Chap- 
man and  A.  Brown,  referred  to  the  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs.  The  bill  relating  to  duties  on  drawbacks 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the  re- 
venue bill — Mr.  Burnell  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
amendments  of  the  senate.  They  agreed  to  the 
amendment  changing  the  time  of  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  act,  to  that  striking  out  watches, 
gold  lace  and  jewelry  from  the  free  list;  to  that  ex- 
empting paintings  and  sculptures  by  American  ar- 
tists residing  abroad. 

On  the  4th  amendment,  adding  “boracic  acid”  to 
the  free  list,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  senate 
amendment,  by  adding  “salt.” 

A long  and  desultory  debate  arose  on  a question  of 
order.  The  chair  decided  that  the  amendment  was 
in  order,  and  in  conclusion  the  committee  affirmed 
the  decision:  98  to  44. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected: 
82  to  89. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend,  by  exempting  “iron” 
from  duty. 

Mr.  Irwin  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Wise's  proposed 
amendment,  by  exempting  also  “sugar,  cotton  and 
tobacco.” 

Mr.  Wise  withdrew  his  proposed  amendment. 

The  committee  then  agreed  to  all  the  other  amend- 
ments to  the  first  section. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amendment 
adding  to  the  second  section  a proviso  that  no  duties 
shall  exceed  twenty  per  cent. — Mr.  Fillmore  oppos- 
ed a concurrence.  A discussion  followed  on  the  sub- 
ject— Messrs.  Wise  and  Dawson  advocating  the  se- 
nate amendment,  and  Messrs.  Fillmore,  Cushing  and 
Tillinghast  opposing  it.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  senate  amendment  and  inserting 
a proviso  that  nothing  in  the  bill  should  interfere 
with  the  distribution  act. 

The  amendment  was  thus  amended  accordingly, 
and  the  amended  amendment  was  adopted — 83  to  G9. 

The  other  amendments  were  then  adopted  with 
only  slight  verbal  alterations. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  amendments  by  ad- 
ding “salt”  to  “tea  and  coffee.” 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  amend  that  amendment  by 
adding  to  “salt,”  “sugar,  cotton,  tobacco  and  iron,” 
on  the  list  of  free  articles. 

Mr.  Wise  accepted  it,  and  demanded  a division  of 
the  question  so  that  each  article  might  be  voted  on 
separately. 

On  exempting  “salt,”  the  vote  was  94  yeas,  to  88 
nays, — therefore  adopted. 

On  “iron,”  82  yeas  to  100  nays — therefore  reject- 
ed. 

On  “sugar,”  105  yeas  to  75  nays — therefore  adopt- 
ed. 

On  “cotton,”  105  yeas  to  75  nays — therefore  adopt- 
ed. 

On  “tobacco,”  82  yeas  to  96  nays,— therefore  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  the  house  adjourn.  On 
which  the  vote  (by  tellers)  was  ayes  80,  noes  83. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  “salt.” 
Mr.  L.  W.  Andrews  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
“iron.” 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  an  adjournment;  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  house  voted  to  adjourn:  yeas  98,  nays  88,  and 
at  a quarter  past  three  they  adjourned  accordingly. 
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The  American  Revolution.  Sydney  Smith  thus  hap- 
pily ridicules  the  blindness  of  English  bigotry,  in  refus- 
ing to  listen  to  the  reasonable  demands  of  the  American 
colonies,  and  its  result: 

‘'There  was  a period  when  the  slightest  concession 
would  have  satisfied  the  Americans;  but  all  the  world 
was  in  heroics;  one  set  of  gentlemen  met  at  the  Lamb, 
another  at  the  Lion;  blood  and  treasure  men,  breathing 
war,  vengeance  and  contempt;  and  in  eight  years  after- 
ward, an  awkward  looking  gentleman  in  plain  clothes 
walked  up  to  the  drawing  room  of  St.  James’,  and  was 
introduced  as  the  Ambassador  from  the  United  States  of 
America 

Avalanches.  About  four  weeks  since  nearly  an  acre 
of  Ellis’  cliffs,  12  miles  below  Natchez,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  slid  into  the  river,  making  a tremendous 
agitation  and  throwing  immense  waves  upon  the  Loui- 
siana side.  Hundreds  of  fish  were  left  high  and  dry. 
Since  then  a large  lot  of  ground  in  the  town  of  Plauqe- 
mine  plunged  into  the  river — and  the  inhabitants  fear  that 
more  will  follow. 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of  Pa.  A number  of  suits  were 
commenced  against  this  institution  last  week;  and, 
amongst  them,  one  of  formidable  amount  by  the  corpo- 
rate authorities  of  Philadelphia,  as  trustees  of  the  Gerard 
fund.  On  the  4th  September  the  directors  of  the  bank 
assigned  over  the  whole  concern  to  five  trustees,  viz: — 
James  Robertson,  president  of  the  bank;  J.  S.  Newbold, 
a director;  Richard  Bayard,  of  Delaware;  Thomas  S. 
Taylor,  cashier;  Herman  Cope,  assistant  cashier. 

This  assignment  does  not  interfere  with  the  two  special 
assignments  heretofore  made. 

Samuel  .Taudon,  esq.  agent  for  the  United  States  bank, 
left  Boston  on  Wednesday  in  the  steamer  Columbia  for 
Liverpool. 

Banks.  The  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  has  been  selected 
as  the  depository  of  the  public  funds  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. 

The  North  American  Trust  and  Banking  company , of 
New  York,  has  had  a receiver  appointed  by  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  state,  and  is  ordered  to  wind  up  its  affairs. 
Its  stock  is  selling  at  $3 — for  $100  original.  In  1839, 
Mr.  Hoyt,  by  direction  of  president  Van  Buren,  loaned 
$300,000  to  this  institution,  but  it  has  been  repaid. 

The  New  York  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  of 
Pa.  has  brought  suit  against  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of 
Commerce,  for  libel;  damages  claimed  $100,000. 

The  Book  Trade.  The  semi-annual  sale  to  the  trade 
commenced  in  this  city  on  Monday  morning,  at  the 
rooms  of  Messrs.  Bangs,  Richards  &.  Platt,  in  Broad- 
way. These  sales  are  conducted  under  the  direction  of 
a committee  of  booksellers,  and  are  made  up  of  contri- 
butions from  the  principle  manufactures  and  importers  in 
the  United  States.  We  noticed  in  attendance  publishers 
and  booksellers  from  most  of  the  cities  in  the  union,  and 
observed  that  the  sales  went  off  quite  spiritedly,  and  at 
very  fair  prices.  The  sale  usually  continues  about  a 
week,  and  the  amount  sold  is  enormously  large.  The 
catalogue  of  the  present  sale  contains  upwards  of  160 
pages.  [N.  Y.  Tribune. 

Cockroach  Oil.  The  French  papers  say  that  a 
chemist  at  Havre  has  obtained  twenty  quarts  of  good 
lamp  oil  from  seventeen  bushels  of  Cockroaches.  We 
should  like  to  make  a contract  with  this  philosopher  for 
the  supply  of  the  materal  for  the  “essential  oil”  of  Mus- 
quetoes;  furnishing  him  half  a bushel  or  so,  for  as  much 
of  their  oil  as  would  afford  light  enough  to  kill  them  by. 

N.  Y.  Courier. 

The  California  Wheat.  The  grain  of  this  article 
was  brought  by  a trader  from  Middle  California,  34  or 
35  degrees  north  latitude,  where  it  grows  luxuriantly  and 
yields  abundantly  a superior  article  of  flour.  It  was  ob- 
tained and  introduced  by  major  Thomas  P.  Spierin,  who 
was  in  the  north  west,  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States 
as  Indian  agent.  This  wheat  has  been  sown  in  Abbe- 
ville, district,  South  Carolina,  latitude  34  degrees  10'  N. 
The  crop  of  this  year,  1841,  is  supperior  to  that  of  last 
year,  1840,  in  the  size  of  the  heads,  superior  product,  and 
fulness  of  the  grain.  Experienced  farmers,  who  have 
seen  the  wheat  grow,  assert  that  on  proper  wheat  land, 
well  prepared,  eighty  bushels  can  be  raised  on  an  acre. 
Its  yield  is  astonishing,  from  the  fact  of  one  grain  produ- 
cing thirty  to  forty  stalks,  each  having  a full  head  which 
contains  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  grains.  The 
best  head  of  our  common  wheat  will  only  shell  out  from 
sixty  to  eighty  grains.  Another  advantage  is,  that  this 
wheat  is  not  so  subject  to  disease  as  other  kinds  of  wheat, 
nnd  will  withstand  high  winds  and  storms.  It  also  grows 
and  matures  well  westwardly  in  the  39th  degree  of  North 
latitude.  We  consider  it  to  be  a superior  kind  of  wheat 
and  a great  acquisition  to  the  agricultural  community; 
and  we  hope  it  may  at  least  have  a fair  trial , when  it  will 
prove  itself  all  that  its  most  sanguine  friends  have  said 
or  thought  it  would  be. 

The  above  is  the  strong  recommendation  of  this  wheat 
by  several  gentlemen  of  Abbeyville,  distinguished  as 
farmers  and  for  their  respectability. 

Augusta  ( Ga .)  Constitutionalist,  August  26. 

Cincinnati  Riot.  On  Thursday  night,  the  2d  inst.  a 
quarrel  took  place  on  Columbia  street,  between  a few 
negroes  and  whites,  in  which  one  of  the  whites  was 
stabbed  and  so  awfully  cut  that  his  life  was  despaired  of. 
Two  or  three  thousand  persons  thereupon  collected  next 
evening  around  the  houses  of  the  negroes,  in  Sixth  st. 


east  of  Broadway.  The  negroes  armed  themselves  with 
muskets  and  fired  upon  the  crowd.  Two  whites  and 
two  negroes  were  killed,  and  from  15  to  20  wounded, 
mostly  whites.  A cannon  was  brought  up,  and  loaded 
with  slugs  and  fired  several  times,  raking  Sixth  street. — 
The  mayor,  who  was  on  the  ground  all  night,  called  out 
two  military  companies,  the  Grays  and  Guards,  and  both 
squares  from  Fifth  to  Seventh,  were  guarded  by,  and 
under  control  of  the  military  and  a large  body  of  armed 
volunteers,  the  negroes  being  all  confined  to  their  houses. 

During  Saturday  meetings  were  held  by  the  citizens  and 
the  city  council,  and  measures  taken  to  prevent  further 
outbreak;  but  withou’  effect.  Search  was  made  by  the 
sheriff  and  officers,  several  runaway  slaves  secured,  and 
a gambling  establishment,  as  reported.  In  the  afternoon 
the  military  escorted  the  negro  men,  about  200  in  num- 
ber, to  the  jail,  and  secured  them  from  the  apprehended 
violence  of  the  mob.  Throughout  the  night  of  Saturday 
the  rioters  carried  on  their  proceedings  in  different  parts 
of  the  city.  The  houses  on  Sixth  street  were  much  in- 
jured and  battered,  and  with  difficulty  prevented  from 
beiimseton  fire.  The  shop  of  Mr.Burnet,  an  abolitionist, 
on  Fifth  street,  was  completely  turned  inside  out,  and  all 
his  stock  and  fixtures  destroyed — the  proprietor  himself 
having  left  the  city  in  the  morning  for  fear  of  his  life, 
having  been  severely  injured  at  the  commencement  of 
the  disturbances,  it  having  been  reported  he  had  furnished 
the  negroes  with  ammunition.  The  office  of  the  Philan- 
thropist, in  Garret’s  alley,  was  entered,  the  press  taken 
down,  broken,  and  carried  to  the  river  and  thrown  in  — 
some  paper  and  some  type  were  destroyed.  Another 
party  was  at  work  at  the  corner  of  Western-row  and 
Columbia  street,  destroying  the  property  of  a negro  set- 
tlement in  that  quarter  Patrols  of  the  military,  infantry 
and  horse  traversed  the  streets  in  company  with  the  po- 
lice, but  without  being  able  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
property.  They  refused  to  fire  upon  the  mob,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  sheriff,  About  fifty  of  the  most  active  of 
the  rioters  were  secured  by  the  spirited  exertions  of  the 
police  officers,  determined  citizens,  and  especially  by  fire 
company  no.  4,  who  were  conspicuous  for  their  zeal, 
and  determined  resolution  throughout  the  whoie  night. 

Canal  Boats.  In  Dock  street  yesterday  morning,  we 
saw  exhibited  a specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  some 
of  the  energetic  forwarding  houses  send  their  huge 
canal  boats,  freighted  with  merchandise,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  miles  the  hour  over  dry  land.  One  of  the  large 
portable  canal  boats,  divided  into  three  parts,  passed  over 
the  Dock  street  railroad  track.  These  portable  cars  are 
run  directly  into  the  locks,  and  without  transhipment  the 
goods  pass  over  railroads  and  through  canals  to  Pitts- 
burgh. [Phil.  Amer. 

Charles  Davies,  LL.  D.  formerly  professor  of  mathe- 
matics at  West  Point,  has  been  appointed  professor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philosophy,  in  Washington 
college,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Coal.  Upwards  of  130  vessels  arrived  at  Schuylkill, 
Philadelphia,  last  week  to  carry  coal  from  thence.  The 
Pottsville  Journal  says  that  nearly  25,000  tons  were  ship- 
ped last  week  from  that  region. 

Deaths.  During  the  last  week,  in  New  York  191,  of 
which  96  were  under  2 years  of  age— and  18  were  of 
consumption. 

In  Baltimore  67,  of  which  33  were  under  2 years  of 
age — 10  were  free  colored,  and  4 slaves. 

Amongst  the  obituaries  announced,  we  observe: 

The  venerable  Joseph  Nourse  died  at  Georgetown  on 
the  1st  inst.  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Nourse  was 
born  in  London  in  1754,  emigrated  and  settled  in  the 
lower  part  of  Virginia  in  1769;  entered  the  American 
army  in  1776,  and  continued  during  the  war  in  service. 
Afterwards  in  various  civil  stations,  until  in  1789  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Washington  first  register  of  the 
United  States  treasury,  in  which  station  he  ably  assisted 
Hamilton  in  organizing  that  department,  and  continued 
in  that  station  until  1829.  From  youth  up  he  believed 
and  lived  as  a Christian:  and,  when  full  of  years,  departed 
without  even  a struggle,  to  a brighter  and  better  world. 

Col.  Ephraim  Broum,  a revolutionary  veteran,  has  de- 
scended to  the  grave  in  the  89ih  year  of  his  age. 

[. Prov . Jour. 

Cyrus  Wingate , esq.  died  on  the  14th  ult.  at  his  late 
residence,  Owen  county,  Ky.  of  which  he  was  presiding 
judge,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age.  He  had  served  twem 
ty  years  in  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  and  was  deser- 
vedly esteemed. 

Fire  at  St.  Johns,  N.  B.  St.  Johns  papers  of  the 
27th  ult.  furnish  accounts  of  a destructive  fire  at  that 
place  on  the  day  previous.  A large  ship  of  900  tons, 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Owens  & Duncan,  was  building 
and  nearly  finished.  Some  tar  which  was  heating  in  the 
yard,  boiled  over  and  ignited.  The  fire  communicated 
to  the  chips  around,  and  before  it  was  discovered  it  had 
increased  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  ship  was  soon  on 
fire,  and  the  flames  were  soon  communicated  to  the 
wooden  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  and  their  progress  could 
not  be  stayed  until  about  filly  houses  in  the  parish  of 
Portland  were  destroyed.  It  was  believed  that  very  little 
insurance  was  effected,  and  the  loss  to  many  individuals 
would  be' very  serious,  particularly  to  the  owners  of  the 
ship.  Their  loss  is  estimated  at  $50,000.  During  the 
fire,  a soldier  while  running  to  prevent  a man  from  pas- 
sing with  his  cart,  ruptured  a blood  vessel,  and  died  in- 
stantly, and  a sailor,  who  was  assisting,  was  smothered 
in  the  flames. 

Flour.  The  accounts  in  relation  to  the  appearances 
of  the  approaching  harvest  brought  by  the  Britunnia,  hud 


the  effect  of  immediately  raising  the  price  of  flour  along 
our  whole  seaboard,  varying  from  50  cts.  to  81  per  bn. 
Wheat  did  not  feel  the  impulse  so  sensibly,  millers  being 
aware  that  in  a few  days  we  should  more  distinedy  as- 
certain the  real  result  of  the  British  harvest,  hesitate  to 
adventure  much  beyond  previous  prices  for  the  article. 
Farmers,  are  awake  too,  and  generally  decline  to  sell  at 
the  present  juncture,  in  hopes  that  the  next  arrival  will 
bring  accounts  of  the  elevation  of  prices  again,  and  the 
consequent  reduction  of  duties.  Except  in  case3  where 
purchasers  were  in  possession  of  the  foreign  news,  and 
sellers  not,  no  considerable  quantities  of  either  wheat  or 
flour  seems  to  have  changed  hands. 

John  Joseph  Gurnet,  the  distinguished  minister  of 
the  Friends  society,  who  lately  travelled  extensively  in 
this  country  and  the  West  Indies,  has,  we  understand 
since  his  return  to  London,  given  weighty  testimony  of 
the  attachment  which  he  formed  during  his  sojourn 
amongst  us,  and  afforded  another  instance  of  the  influ- 
ence which  American  charms  may  acquire  over  the  hearts 
of  London  bankers — even  of  the  most  staid  habits.  It  is 
understood  that  a fair  Pennsylvanian  is  about  to  pass 
meeting  with  him  in  the  true  old  orthodox  style. 

McLeod.  A late  London  paper  contained  a statement 
that  McLeod  was  confined  in  a dungeon,  and  laden  with 
heavy  irons,  weightier  than  those  placed  upon  murderers 
in  Newgate.  In  relation  to  this  statement  the  Utica 
“Friend  of  Man”  says:  “McLeod  is  now  in  jail  not  a 
hundred  rods  from  our  office,  in  ihe  quiet  village  of 
Whitesboro’.  And  we  can  assure  the  London  journal 
that  so  far  from  being  in  heavy  irons,  he  is  not  even  con- 
fined to  the  jail  rooms.  Pie  spends  most  of  his  time,  and 
receives  company,  in  the  parlor  of  the  jailor’s  house.  On 
almost  any  pleasant  morning  he  may  be  seen  enjoying 
himself  in  a promenade  upon  the  garden  walk.  Indeed, 
he  is  spending  his  time  among  us  as  one  of  our  first 
‘gentlemen  of  leisure.’  ” 

Methodists.  The  Wesleyan  conference  was  in  ses- 
sion at  Manchester,  at  the  date  of  our  last  advices  from 
England.  The  question  of  the  ministers  wearing  silk 
gowns  in  the  pulpit  had  been  discussed,  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  gown  should  not  be  worn.  The  centenary 
fund  had  reached  ,£190,000,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
amount  will  eventually  be  made  up  to  about  one  million 
of  dollars. 

New  Haven;  with  a population  of  15,000,  has  suffered 
but  $2,478  loss  by  fire  in  two  years. 

Norwegians.  A detachment  of  160  Norwegians 
passed  up  the  lake  in  the  Missouri  this  morning.  They 
are  a swarthy,  robust  people,  and  appear  capable  of  en- 
during great  fatigue.  They  were  destined  for  Milwaukie, 
and  among  other  articles  carry  with  them  one  of  their 
native  sleighs,  constructed  mostly  of  iron,  and  designed 
for  a lady  and  gentleman.  The  formation  of  the  vehicle 
was  peculiar,  being  very  narrow,  so  as  to  compel  the  beau 
to  sit  astride  a small  saddle  behind  the  lady,  instead  of  at 
her  side,  as  is  the  custom  of  this  country.  Barring  this 
inconvenience,  the  Norwegian  sleigh  would  be  a rare 
vehicle  on  the  lake  in  winter.  [ Buffalo  Com.  Adv. 

New  Orleans.  Twenty-three  deaths  occurred  dur- 
ing the  24  hours  ending  31st  ult.  of  which  15  were  by  yel- 
low fever. 

Pennsylvania  Canal.  The  Harrisburg  Reporter  states 
that  the  Pennsylvania  canal  from  Duncan’s  Island  to 
Middletown,  a very  important  link  in  the  chain  of  trans- 
portation from  east  to  west  or  north,  is  almost  entirely 
devoid  of  its  necessary  element,  water,  owing  to  the 
drought  which  has  so  long  prevailed  on  the  Susquehanna 
and  its  tributaries.  The  darn  on  Duncan’s  Island,  sub- 
stantial as  it  is,  and  costly  as  it  has  been,  does  not  by  any 
means  furnish  the  supply  needed  for  that  part  of  the 
canal  it  is  intended  to  feed;  especially  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September.  It  is  added  that  about  one 
hundred  boats  are  now  detained  at  Middletown  and 
Duncan’s  island,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  light 
boats  are  passed. 

Rattle  Snakes.  Two  men,  Egbert  Galusha  and 
Reuben  Davis,  residing  in  the  town  of  Dresden,  on  tho 
east  side  of  Lake  George,  recently  killed  in  three  days, 
on  the  east  side  of  Tongue  Mountain,  in  the  town  of 
Bolton,  in  this  county,  eleven  hundred  and  four  rattle- 
snakes. They  were  confined  to  rocks  and  uninhabited 
places.  Some  of  the  reptiles  were  of  an  enormous  size, 
carrying  from  six  to  twenty  rattles.  They  were  killed 
for  their  oil  or  grease,  which  is  said  to  be  very  valuable. 
We  will  turn  out  Warren  against  the  world  for  rattle 
snakes.  [ Glenn’s  Fall’s  Clarion. 

Rice.  The  harvest  on  the  Savannah  river,  (says  the 
Savannah  Republican  of  the  1st  instant),  has  already 
considerably  progressed,  the  fields  are  loaded  with  piles 
of  its  rich  golden  sheaves,  and  the  product  promises  to  be 
a full  one. 

Stocks.  Consols,  for  money,  closed  on  (he  London 
exchange,  17th  August,  at  89j  to  g:  reduced  89jJ. 

Paris,  Aug.  16.  Three  per  cents.  77 f.  65  to  77f.  70. — 
Closed  at  77 f 60 — fours  116f.  60  to  U6f.  65. 

New  York,  Sept.  9.  A further  decline  in  nearly  all  de- 
scriptions to-day:  U.  S.  bank  7J;  New  York  5’s  86±;  In- 
diana sterling  bonds  51;  dollar  bonds  49j;  Delaware  and 
Hudson  103j;  N.  A Trust  3;  Vicksburg  7j;  New  Or- 
leans 95;  Canton  24. 

Wheat  Last  year  Pennsylvania  produced  13,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat,  and  40,000l000  bushels  of  coarser 
grain. 
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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

This  number  brings  up  the  abstract  of  proceedings 
in  both  branches  of  congress  to  the  end  of  the  extra 
session,  which  closed  on  Monday  evening  last. 

The  great  importance  of  the  measures  under  con- 
sideration, and  the  deep  anxiety  felt  ail  over  the 
union  in  the  progress  of  legislation  upon  those  mea- 
sures, is  our  excuse,  if  excuse  be  necessary,  for  ap- 
propriating so  large  a space  as  we  have  since  the 
commencement,  oi'  the  session  to  congressiona1  pro- 
ceedings. It  has  been  an  eventful  period,  and  will 
often  he  recurred  to  by  the  future  historian,  as  well 
as  by  the  people,  and  especially  by  partizan  politi- 
cians. 

A list  of  the  acts  and  resolutions  passed  during 
the  session,  is  inserted  on  page  47. 

Upon  the  leading  topics  of  the  session  we  shall  se- 
lect some  of  the  principal  speeches  on  each  side,  for 
insertion  in  future  numbers  of  the  Register. 

THE  CABINET.  All  the  members  of  the  Har- 
rison cabinet,  except  Mr.  Webster,  having  resigned, 
the  names  of  their  successors  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  appointments  made  by  the  president  and  con- 
firmed by  the  senate. 

The  letters  of  resignation  of  Mr.  Crittenden  and 
Mr.  Ewing — and  the  notes  of  Mr.  Webster  assign- 
ing reasons  for  continuing  in  the  cabinet  are  inserted 
in  this  number.  The  other  resignations  have  not  yet 
been  published. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Walter  Forward,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

John  McLean , secretary  of  war. 

Jl.  P.  Upshur,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Charles  Jl.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  postmaster  ge- 
neral. 

Hugh  S.  Legare,  attorney  general. 

Charles  B.  Penrose,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

Edward  Everett,  to  be  minister  to  Great  Britain. 

William  Hunter,  (now  charge  d’affairs),  to  be  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Pobert  W.  Walsh,  secretary  of  legation  to  the  same. 

William  Boulware,  of  Virginia,  charge  d’affairs  to 
Naples 

John  Lathrop  Motley,  of  Massachusetts,  secretary  of 
legation  to  Russia. 

Brantz  Mayer,  of  Maryland,  secretary  of  legation 
to  Mexico. 

James  D.  Doty , governor  of  Wiskonsan. 

Major  S.  Churchill,  to  be  inspector  general  of  the 
army,  in  the  place  of  General  Wool,  promoted. 

Z.  Collins  Lee,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Maryland. 
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LAND  OFFICERS. 

James  Wilson,  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
territories  of  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa. 

George  W.  Smith,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Ope- 
lousas, Louisiana. 

John  Hogan,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Dixon, 
Illinois. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

Edward  Curtis,  collector,  New  York. 

Thomas  Lord,  naval  officer,  do. 

William  Taggard,  surveyor,  do. 

Meigs  D.  Benjamin,  Edward  Taylor,  Mathias  B.  Ed- 
gar, appraisers,  New  York. 

POSTMASTERS. 

John  T.  Werner,  at  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania;  Wil- 
liam M.  Porter,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania;  Thos.  W. 
Shepard,  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Upshur  has  notified  the  president  of  his 
intention  to  accept  the  charge  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment so  soon  as  he  can  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ment of  his  private  affairs  in  Virginia.  He  visited 
the  department  on  the  15th  instant. 

DIPLOMATIC.  Minister  to  Russia.  Colonel 
Todd  United  States  minister  plenipotentiary,  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  14th  instant,  in  the  splendid 
packet  ship  Stephen  Whitney,  for  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg. 


THE  LETTERS  OF  RESIGNATION.  The  fol- 
lowing letters  of  the  secretary  of  (he  treasury  and  the 
attorney  general,  resigning  their  respective  trusts, 
have  been  placed  in  our  hands  for  publication: 

[eVaf.  Ini. 

Washington,  September  11, 1841. 

Sir:  Circumstances  have  occurred  in  the  course  of 
your  administration,  and  chiefly  in  the  exercise  by 
you  of  the  veto  power,  which  constrain  me  to  believe 
that  my  longer  continuance  in  office  as  a member  of 
your  cabinet  will  be  neither  agreeable  to  you,  useful 
to  my  country,  nor  honorable  to  myself. 

Do  me  the  justice,  Mr.  President,  to  believe  that 
this  conclusion  has  been  adopted  neither  capricious- 
ly, nor  in  any  spirit  of  party  feeling  or  personal  hostili- 
ty, hut  from  a sense  of  deity,  which,  mistaken  though 
it  may  be,  is  yet  so  sincerely  entertained,  that  I cheer- 
fully sacrifice  to  it  the  advantages  and  distinctions  of 
office. 

Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept  this  as  my  resig- 
nation of  the  office  of  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States.  Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN. 

The  President. 

Treasury  Department,  Sept.  11,  1841. 

Sir:  After  the  most  calm  and  careful  consideration, 
and  viewing  the  subject  in  all  the  aspects  in  which  it 
presents  itself  to  my  mind,  I have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  1 ought  no  longer  to  remain  a member 
of  your  cabinet.  I therefore  resign  the  office  of  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  begyou  to  accept  this  as 
my  letter  of  resignation. 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  I distinctly  declare  that 
I do  not  consider  a difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
charter  of  a national  bank  a sufficient  reason  for  dis- 
solving the  ties  which  have  existed  between  us. — 
Though  I look  upon  that  measure  as  one  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  though 
I should  have  deeply  deplored  your  inability  or  un- 
willingness to  accord  it  to  the  wishes  of  the  people 
and  the  states,  so  unequivocally  expressed  through 
their  representatives,  still,  upon  this  and  (his  alone, 
unconnected  with  other  controlling  circumstances,  1 
should  not  have  felt  bound  to  resign  the  place  which 
I hold  in  your  administration.  Rut  those  controlling 
circumstances  do  exist,  and  I will,  in  my  own  justifi- 
cation place  them  in  connexion  before  you. 

It  is  but  just  to  you  to  say  that  the  bill  which  first 
passed  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  which  was  re- 
turned with  your  objections  on  the  16th  of  August,  did 
never,  in  its  progress,  as  far  as  I know  or  believe,  re- 
ceive at  any  time  either  your  express  or  implied  as- 
sent. So  far  as  that  bill  was  known  to  me,  or  as  I 
was  consulted  upon  it,  1 endeavored  to  bring  its  pro- 
visions as  nearly  as  possible  in  accordance  with  what 


I understood  to  be  your  views,  and  rather  hoped  than 
expected  your  approval.  I knew  the  extent  to  which 
you  v/erc  committed  on  the  question.  I knew  the 
pertinacity  with  which  you  adhered  to  your  express- 
ed opinions,  and  I dreaded  from  the  first  the  most 
disastrous  consequences,  when  the  project  of  com- 
promise which  I presented  at  an  early  day  was  re- 
jected. 

It  is  equally  a matter  of  justice  to  you  and  to  my- 
self to  say  that  the  hill  which  I reported  to  the  two 
houses  of  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, in  obedience  to  their  call,  was  modified  so  as  to 
meet  your  approbation.  You  may  not,  it  is  true, 
have  read  the  bill  throughout,  and  examined  every 
part  of  it;  but  the  16th  fundamental  article,  which 
became  the  contested  question  of  principle,  was  free- 
ly discussed  between  us,  and  it  was  understood  and 
unequivocally  sanctioned  by  yourself.  The  last 
clause  in  the  hill,  also,  which  contained  a reserva- 
tion of  power  in  congress^  was  inserted  on  the  9th  of 
June,  in  your  presence,  and  with  your  approbation; 
though  you  at  one  time  told  me  that,  in  giving  your 
sanction  to  the  bill,  you  would  accompany  it  with 
an  explanation  of  your  understanding  of  that  first 
clause. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  though  I greatly  regret- 
ted your  veto  on  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  and  though  I foresaw  the  excitement  and 
agitation  which  it  would  produce  among  the  people, 
yet,  considering  the  changes  which  the  bill  had  un- 
dergone in  its  passage,  and  its  variance  from  the  one 
you  had  agreed  to  sanction,  I could  not  find  in  that 
act  enough  to  disturb  the  confidential  relations  which 
existed  between  us.  I was  disposed  to  attribute  this 
act,  fraught  with  mischief  as  it  was,  to  pure  and 
honorable  motives,  and  to  a conscientious  conviction 
on  your  part  that  the  bill,  in  some  of  Us  provisions, 
conflicted  with  the  constitution.  But  that  opinion  of 
your  course  on  the  bill  which  has  just  been  returned 
to  congress  with  your  second  veto,  1 do  not  and  cannot 
entertain.  Recur  to  what  has  passed  between  us  with 
respect  to  it,  and  you  will  at  once  perceive  that  such 
opinion  is  impossible. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  August,  I called  at 
your  chamber,  and  found  you  preparing  the  first  veto 
message,  to  be  despatched  to  the  senate.  The  secre- 
tary of  war  came  in  also,  and  you  read  a portion  of 
the  message  to  us.  lie  observed  that,  though  the 
veto  would  create  a great  sensation  in  congress,  yet 
he  thought  the  minds  of  our  friends  better  prepared 
for  it  than  they  were  some  days  ago,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  calmly  received,  especially  as  it  did  not  shut 
out  all  hope  of  a bank.  To  this  you  replied,  that  you 
really  thought  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  about  it; 
that  you  had  sufficiently  indicated  in  your  veto  mes- 
sage what  kind  of  a bank  you  would  approve,  and 
that  congress  might,  if  they  saw  fit,  pass  such  a one 
in  three  days. 

The  18th  being  the  day  for  our  regular  cabinet 
meeting,  we  assembled,  all  except  Messrs.  Critten- 
den and  Granger,  and  you  told  us  that  you  had  had 
a long  conversation  with  Messrs.  Berrien  and  Sf.r- 
ge  ant,  who  professed  to  come  in  behalf  of  the  whigs 
of  the  two  houses  to  endeavor  to  strike  out  some 
measure  which  would  be  generally  acceptable.  That 
you  had  your  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  convers- 
ing with  them  yourself,  and  thought  it  more  proper 
that  you  should  commune  with  them  through  your 
constitutional  advisers.  You  expressed  a wish  that 
the  whole  subject  should  be  postponed  till  the  next 
session  of  congress.  You  spoke  of  the  delay  in  the 
senate  of  the  consideration  or  your  veto  message,  and 
expressed  anxiety  as  to  the  tone  and  temper  which  the 
debate  would  assume. 

Mr.  Badger  said  that  on  inquiry  he  was  happy  to 
find  that  the  best  temper  prevailed"  in  the  two  houses. 
He  believed  they  were  perfectly  ready  to  take  up  the 
bill  reported  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
pass  it  at  once.  You  replied  “talk  not  to  me  of  Mr. 
Ewing’s  bill;  it  contains  that  odious  feature  of  local 
discounts  which  I have  repudiated  in  my  message.” 
I then  said  to  you,  “I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the 
house,  having  ascertained  your  views,  will  pass  a bill 
in  conformity  to  them,  provided  they  can  be  satisfied 
that  it  would  answer  the  purposes  of  the  treasury, 
and  relieve  the  country.”  You  then  said,  “cannot 
my  cabinet  see  that  this  is  brought  about5  You  must 
stand  by  me  in  this  emergency.  Cannot  you  see  that 
a bill  passes  congress  such  as  I can  approve  without 
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nconsistency?”  I declared  again  my  belief  that  such 
a bill  might  be  passed.  And  you  then  said  to  me, 
“what  do  you  understand  to  be  my  opinions?  State 
them:  so  that  I may  see  that  there  is  no  misapprehen- 
sion about  them.” 

I then  said  that  I understood  you  to  be  of  opinion 
that  congress  might  charter  a bank  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  giving  it  its  location  here.  To  this  you 
assented.  That  they  might  authorise  such  bank  to 
establish  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  the  several 
states,  with  the  assent  of  the  states.  To  this  you  re- 
plied, “don’t  name  discounts:  they  have  been  the 
source  of  the  most  abominable  corruptions,  and  are 
■wholly  unnecessary  to  enable  the  bank  to  discharge 
its  duties  to  the  country  and  the  government.” 

I observed  in  reply  that  I was  proposing  nothing, 
but  simply  endeavoring  to  state  what  I had  under- 
stood to  be  your  opinion  as  to  the  powers  which  con- 
gress might  constitutionally  confer  on  a bank;  that 
on  that  point  I stood  corrected.  I then  proceeded  to 
say  that  I understood  you  to  be  of  opinion  that  con- 
gress might  authorise  such  bank  to  establish  agencies 
in  the  several  states,  with  power  to  deal  in  bills  of 
exchange,  without  the  assent  of  the  states,  to  which 
you  replied,  “yes,  if  they  be  foreign  bills,  or  bills 
drawn  in  one  state  and  payable  in  another.  That 
is  all  the  power  necessary  for  transmitting  the  pub- 
lic funds  and  regulating  exchanges  and  the  cur- 
rency.” 

Mr.  Webster  then  expressed,  in  strong  terms,  his 
opinion  that  such  a charter  would  answer  all  just  pur- 
poses of  government  and  be  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
and  declared  his  preference  for  it  over  any  which  had 
been  proposed,  especially  as  it  dispensed  with  the  as- 
sent of  the  states  to  the  creation  of  an  institution 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  fiscal  operations  of  go- 
vernment. He  examined  it  at  some  length,  both  as 
to  its  constitutionality  and  its  influence  on  the  cur- 
rency and  exchanges,  in  all  which  views  you  expressed 
your  concurrence,  desired  that  such  a bill  should  be 
introduced,  and  especially  that  it  should  go  into  the 
hands  of  some  of  yourfiiends.  To  my  inquiry  whe- 
ther Mr.  Sergeant  would  be  agreeable  to  you,  you 
replied  that  he  would.  You  especially  requested  Mr. 
Webster  and  myself  to  communicate  with  Messrs. 
Berrien  and  Sergeant  on  the  subject,  to  whom  you 
said  you  had  promised  to  address  a note,  but  you 
doubted  not  that  this  personal  communication  would 
be  equally  satisfactory.  You  desired  us,  also,  in 
communicating  with  those  gentlemen,  not  to  commit 
you  personally,  lest,  this  being  recognised  as  your 
measure,  it  might  be  made  a subject  of  comparison 
to  your  prejudice  in  the  course  of  discussion.  You 
and  Mr.  Webster  then  conversed  about  the  particu- 
lar wording  of  the  16th  fundamental  article,  contain- 
ing the  grant  of  power  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and  of 
the  connexion  in  which  that  grant  should  be  intro- 
duced; you  also  spoke  of  the  name  of  the  institution, 
desiring  that  that  should  be  changed.  To  this  I ob- 
jected, as  it  would  probably  be  made  a subject  of 
ridicule,  but  you  insisted  that  there  was  much  in  a 
name,  and  this  institution  ought  not  to  be  called  a 
bank.  Mr.  Webster  undertook  to  adapt  it  in  this 
particular  to  your  wishes.  Mr.  Bell  then  observed 
to  Mr.  Webster  and  myself  that  we  had  no  time  to 
lose;  that  if  this  were  not  immediately  attended  to, 
another  bill,  less  acceptable,  might  be  got  up  and 
reported.  We  replied  that  we  would  lose  no  time. 
Mr.  Webster  accordingly  called  on  Messrs.  Berrien 
and  Sergeant  immediately,  and  I waited  on  them 
by  his  appointment  at  5 o’clock  on  the  same  day,  and 
agreed  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill  in  accordance 
with  your  expressed  wishes.  And  I am  apprised  of 
the  fact,  though  it  did  not  occur  in  my  presence,  that 
after  the  bill  was  drawn  up,  and  before  it  was  re- 
ported, it  was  seen  and  examined  by  yourself ; that 
your  attention  was  specially  called  to  the  16th  fun- 
damental article:  that  on  full  examination  you  con- 
curred in  its  provisions:  that  at  the  same  time  its 
name  was  so  modified  as  to  meet  your  approbation: 
and  the  bill  was  reported  and  passed,  in  all  essential 
particulars,  as  it  was  when  it  came  through  your 
hands. 

You  asked  Mr.  Webster  and  myself  each  to  pre- 
pare and  present  you  an  argument  touching  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  bill;  and  before  those  arguments 
could  be  prepared  and  read  by  you,  you  declared,  as 
I heard  and  believe,  to  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
house,  that  .you  would  cut  off  your  right  hand  rather 
than  approve  it.  After  this  new  resolution  was  taken, 
you  asked  and  earnestly  urged  the  members  of  your 
cabinet  to  postpone  the  bill;  but  you  would  neither 
give  yourself,  nor  suffer  them  to  give,  any  assurance 
of  your  future  course,  in  case  of  such  postponement. 
By  some  of  us,  and  I was  myself  one,  the  effort  was 
made  to  gratify  your  wishes,  in  the  only  way  in  which 
it  could  be  done  with  propriety;  that  is,  by  obtaining 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  whig  members  of  the 
two  houses  in  the  postponement.  It  failed,  as  I 


have  reason  to  believe,  because  you  would  give  no 
assurance  that  the  delay  was  not  sought  as  a means 
and  occasion  for  hostile  movements.  During  this 
season  of  deep  feeling  and  earnest  exertion  upon  our 
part,  while  we  were  zealously  devoting  our  talents 
and  influence  to  serve  and  to  sustain  you,  the  very 
secrets  of  our  cabinet  councils  made  their  appearance 
in  an  infamous  paper,  printed  in  a neighboring  city, 
the  columns  of  which  were  daily  charged  with  flattery 
of  yourself  and  foul  abuse  of  your  cabinet.  All  this 
I bore;  for  I felt  that  my  services,  so  long  as  they 
could  avail,  were  due  to  the  nation. — to  that  great 
and  magnanimous  people  whose  suffrages  elevated 
your  predecessor  to  the  station  which  you  now  fill, 
and  whose  united  voices  approved  his  act  when  he 
summoned  us  around  him,  to  be  his  counsellors;  and  I 
felt  that  what  was  due  to  his  memory,  to  the  injunc- 
tions which  he  left  us  in  his  last  dying  words,  and  to 
the  people,  whose  servants  we  were,  had  not  all  been 
performed  until  every  means  was  tried,  and  every 
hope  had  failed  of  carrying  out  the  true  principles 
upon  which  the  mighty  movement  was  founded  that 
elevated  him  and  you  to  power. 

This  bill,  framed  and  fashioned  according  to  your 
own  suggestions,  in  the  initiation  of  which  I and  ano- 
ther member  of  your  cabinet  were  made  by  you  the 
agents  and  negotiators,  was  passed  by  large  majorities 
through  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  sent  to  you, 
and  you  rejected  it.  Important  as  was  the  part  which 
I had  taken,  at  your  request,  in  the  origination  of  this 
bill,  and  deeply  as  I was  committed  for  your  action 
upon  it,  you  never  consulted  me  on  the  subject  of  the 
veto  message.  You  did  not  even  refer  to  it  in  con- 
versation, and  the  first  notice  I had  of  its  contents 
was  derived  from  rumor. 

And  to  me,  at  least,  you  have  done  nothing  to  wipe 
away  the  personal  indignity  arising  out  of  the  act.  I 
gathered,  it  is  true,  from  your  conversation,  shortly 
after  the  bill  had  passed  the  house,  that  you  had  a 
strong  purpose  to  reject  it;  but  nothing  was  said  like 
softening  or  apology  to  me,  either  in  reference  to 
myself  or  to  those  with  whom  I had  communicated 
at  your  request,  and  who  had  acted  themselves  and 
induced  the  two  houses  to  act  upon  the  faith  of  that 
communication.  And,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
veto  message  attacks  in  an  especial  manner  the  very 
provisions  which  were  inserted  at  your  request;  and 
even  the  name  of  the  corporation,  which  was  not 
only  agreed  to  by  you,  but  especially  changed  to 
meet  your  expressed  wishes,  is  made  the  subject  of 
your  criticism.  Different  men  might  view  this  tran- 
saction in  different  points  of  light,  but,  under  these 
circumstances,  as  a matter  of  personal  honor,  it 
would  be  hard  for  me  to  remain  of  your  counsel,  to 
seal  my  lips  and  leave  unexplained  and  undisclosed 
where  lies  in  this  transaction  the  departure  from 
straightforwardness  and  candor.  So  far  indeed  from 
admitting  the  encouragement  which  you  gave  to  this 
bill  in  its  inception,  and  explaining  and  excusing 
your  sudden  and  violent  hostility  towards  it,  you 
throw  into  your  veto  message  an  interrogatory  equi- 
valent to  an  assertion  that  it  was  such  a bill  as  you 
had  already  declared  could  not  receive  your  sanc- 
tion. Such  is  the  obvious  effect  of  the  first  interro- 
gatory clause  on  the  second  page.  It  has  all  the 
force  of  an  assertion  without  its  open  fairness.  I 
have  met  and  refuted  this,  the  necessary  inference 
from  your  language,  in  my  preceding  statement,  the 
correctness  of  which  you  I am  sure  will  not  call  in 
question. 

Your  veto  to  the  first  bill  you  rested  on  constitu- 
tional ground  and  the  high  convictions  of  conscience; 
and  no  man,  in  my  opinion,  had  a right  to  question 
your  sincerity.  I so  said,  and  I so  acted,  for,  through 
all  the  contest  and  collision  that  arose  out  of  that  act, 
you  had  my  adherence  and  support.  But  how  is  it 
with  respect  to  this?  The  subject  of  a bank  is  not 
new  to  you;  it  is  more  than  twenty  years  that  you 
have  made  it  an  object  of  consideration  and  of  study, 
especially  in  its  connexion  with  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  general  government.  You,  therefore, 
could  not  be,  and  you  were  not,  taken  unprepared  on 
this  question.  The  bill  which  I reported  to  con- 
gress, with  your  approbation,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  had  the  clause  relating  to  agencies, 
and  the  power  to  deal  in  exchanges,  as  strongly  deve- 
loped as  the  one  you  have  now  rejected,  and  equally 
without  the  assent  of  the  states.  You  referred  spe- 
cially and  with  approbation  to  that  clause,  many 
days  after,  in  a conversation  held  in  the  department 
of  state.  You  sanctioned  it  in  this  particular  bill  as 
detailed  above.  And  no  doubt  was  thrown  out  on 
the  subject  by  you,  in  my  hearing,  or  within  my 
knowledge,  until  the  letter  of  Mr.  Botts  came  to 
your  hands.  Soon  after  the  reading  of  that  letter, 
you  threw  out  strong  intimations  that  you  would  veto 
the  bill  if  it  were  not  postponed.  That  letter  I did 
and  do  most  unequivocally  condemn,  but  it  did  not 
affect  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill,  or  justify  you 
in  rejecting  it  on  that  ground;  it  could  affect  only  the 


expediency  of  your  action;  and,  whatever  you  may 
now  believe  as  to  the  scruples  existing  in  your  mind, 
in  this  and  in  a kindred  source  there  is  strong  ground 
to  believe  they  have  their  origin. 

If  I be  right  in  this,  and  I doubt  not  I am,  here  is 
a great  public  measure  demanded  by  the  country, 
passed  upon  and  approved  by  the  representatives  of 
the  states  and  the  people,  rejected  by  you  as  presi- 
dent on  grounds  having  no  origin  in  conscience,  and 
no  reference  to  the  public  good.  The  rejection  of 
this  measure,  too,  continues  the  purse  with  the  sword 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  from  which  we  strove 
to  wrest  it  in  the  contest  which  elevated  your  prede- 
cessor and  you  to  power.  I cannot  concur  in  this 
your  course  of  policy.  In  or  out  of  office  my  opi- 
nions remain  unchanged.  I cannot  abandon  the  prin- 
ciples for  which,  during  all  my  political  career,  I 
have  struggled;  especially  I cannot  be  one  of  the  in- 
struments by  which  the  executive  wields  these  com- 
bined, accumulated  and  dangerous  powers. 

These,  sir,  are  the  reasons  for  the  important  step 
which  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  take,  and  I submit 
them  as  its  justification.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
yours,  T.  EWING. 

To  the  President. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  editors  of 
the  National  Intelligencer: 

Washington,  September  13,  1841. 

To  Messrs.  Gales  &r  Seaton: 

Gentlemen:  Lest  any  misapprehension  should 
exist,  as  to  the  reasons  which  have  led  me  to  differ 
from  the  course  pursued  by  my  late  colleagues,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I remain  in  my  place,  first,  because 
I have  seen  no  sufficient  reasons  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  late  cabinet,  by  the  voluntary  act  of  its  own 
members. 

I am  perfectly  persuaded  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  an  institution,  under  the  authority  of  congress,  to 
aid  revenue  and  financial  operations,  and  to  give  the 
country  the  blessings  of  a good  currency  and  cheap 
exchanges. 

Notwithstanding  what  has  passed,  I have  confi- 
dence that  the  president  Will  co-operate  with  the  le- 
gislature in  overcoming  all  difficulties  in  the  attain- 
ment of  these  objects;  and  it  is  to  the  union  of  the 
whig  party — by  which  I mean  the  whole  party,  the 
whig  president,  the  whig  congress,  and  the  whig 
people — that  I look  for  a realization  of  our  wishes. 

I can  look  no  where  else. 

In  the  second  place,  if  I had  seen  reasons  to  resign 
my  office,  I should  not  have  done  so  without  giving 
the  president  reasonable  notice,  and  affording  him 
time  to  select  the  hands  to  which  he  should  confide 
the  delicate  and  important  affairs  now  pending  in 
this  department. 

I am,  gentlemen,  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

The  following  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
addressed  to  H.  Ketchum,  esq.  appeared  ir.  the  New 
York  papers  of  Tuesday  last: 

Washington,  Sept.  11,  1841. 

Mr  Dear  Sir, — I thank  you  for  your  kind  and 
friendly  letter. 

You  will  have  learned  that  Messrs.  Ewing,  Bell, 
Badger  and  Crittenden  have  resigned  their  respec- 
tive offices.  Probably  Mr.  Granger  will  feel  bound 
to  follow  the  example.  This  occurrence  can  hardly 
cause  you  the  same  degree  of  regret  which  it  has  oc- 
casioned to  me;  as  they  are  not  only  my  friends,  but 
persons  with  whom  I have  had,  for  some  time,  a 
daily  official  intercourse.  I could  not  partake  in  this 
movement. 

It  is  supposed  to  be  justified,  I presume,  by  the 
differences  which  have  arisen  between  the  president 
and  congress,  upon  the  means  of  establishing  a proper 
fiscal  agency,  and  restoring  a sound  state  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  collateral  matters,  growing  out  of  these 
differences.  I regret  these  differences  as  deeply  as 
any  man;  but  I have  not  been  able  to  see  in  what 
manner  the  resignation  of  the  cabinet  was  likely 
either  to  remove  or  mitigate  the  evils  produced  by 
them.  On  the  contrary,  my  only  reliance  for  a re- 
medy for  those  evils  has  been,  and  is,  on  the  union, 
conciliation  and  perseverance  of  the  whole  whig 
party,  and  I by  no  means  despair  of  seeing  yet  accom- 
plished, by  these  means,  all  that  we  desire.  It  may 
render  us  more  patient  under  disappointment  in  re- 
gard to  one  measure,  to  recollect,  as  is  justly  stated 
by  the  president  in  his  last  message,  how  great  a 
number  of  important  measures  have  been  already 
successfully  carried  through.  I hardly  know  when 
such  a mass  of  business  has  been  despatched  in  a sin- 
gle session  of  congress. 

The  annual  winter  session  is  now  near  at  hand;  the 
same  congress  is  again  soon  to  assemble,  and  feeling 
as  deeply  as  I ever  did,  the  indispensable  necessity  of 
some  suitable  provision  for  the  keeping  of  the  public 
money,  for  aid  to  the  operations  of  the  treasury,  and 
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to  the  high  public  interests  of  currency  and  exchange, 
I am  not  in  haste  to  believe  that  the  party,  which  has 
now  the  predominance,  will  not,  in  all  these  respects, 
yet  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the  country.  If  it  shall 
not,  then  our  condition  is  forlorn  indeed.  But  for 
one,  I will  not  give  up  the  hope. 

My  particular  connection  with  the  administration, 
however,  is  in  another  department.  I think  very 
humbly — none  can  think  more  humbly — of  the  value 
of  the  services  which  I am  able  to  render  to  the  pub- 
lic in  that  post.  But  as  there  is,  so  far  as  I know,  on 
all  subjects  affecting  our  foreign  relations,  a concur- 
rence in  opinion  between  the  president  and  myself ; 
and  as  there  is  nothing  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our 
intercourse,  I have  not  felt  it  consistent  with  the  duty 
which  I owe  to  the  country,  to  run  the  risk,  by  any 
sudden  or  abrupt  proceeding,  of  embarrassing  the 
executive,  in  regard  to  subjects  and  questions  now 
immediately  pending,  and  which  intimately  affect  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  country.  I am,  dear 
sir,  with  constant  regard,  your’s,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  DAN’L.  WEBSTER. 

H.  Ketchum,  esq.  New  York. 

CONGRESSIONAL  WHIG  MEETING. 

At  a meeting  of  the  whig  members  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  27th  congress 
of  the  United  States,  held  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
on  the  11th  September,  1841 — 

The  hon.  Nathan  F.  Dixon,  of  Rhode  Island,  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  and  the  hon.  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, of  Ohio,  on  the  part  of  the  house,  were  called 
to  the  chair,  and  Kenneth  Ratner,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Christopher  Morgan,  of  New  York,  and  Rich- 
ard W.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  were  appointed  se- 
cretaries. 

Mr.  Mangum,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved , That  it  is  expedient  for  the  whigs  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  to  publish  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  U. 
States,  containing  a succinct  exposition  of  the  pro- 
minent proceedings  of  the  extra  session  of  congress, 
of  the  measures  that  have  been  adopted,  and  those  in 
which  they  have  failed,  and  the  causes  of  such  failure; 
together  with  such  other  matters  as  may  exhibit  tru- 
ly the  condition  of  the  whig  party  and  whig  pros- 
pects. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  on  the  part  of 
the  senate,  and  five  on  the  part  of  the  house,  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  such  address,  and  submit  it  to  a 
meeting  of  the  whigs  on  Monday  morning  next,  the 
13th  inst.  at  half  past  8 o’clock. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  said  resolutions, 
they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereupon  the  following  gentleman  were  appoint- 
ed said  committee:  Messrs.  Berrien,  of  Georgia, 
Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  and  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
on  the  part  of  the  senate;  and  Messrs.  Everett,  of 
Vermont,  Mason,  of  Ohio,  Kennedy,  of  Maryland, 
John  C.  Clark,  of  New  York,  and  Rayner,  of  N. 
Carolina,  on  the  part  of  the  house. 

When,  on  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  September  13,  1841. 

The  meeting  assembled,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  the  following 
address. 

Ffllow-citizens: — The  extra  session  of  congress 
has,  at  length,  been  brought  to  a close.  The  inci- 
dents which  belong  to  the  history  of  this  session,  and 
especially  those  which  have  marked  its  termination, 
are  of  a nature  to  make  so  strong  an  impression 
upon  the  country,  and  to  excite  so  much  interest  in 
the  future  action  and  relations  of  the  whig  party, 
that  the  whig  representatives  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress have  thought  it  their  duty,  before  separating, 
to  address  their  constituents  with  a brief  exposition 
of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  conceive  them- 
selves to  be  placed  by  the  events  which  have  recent- 
ly transpired. 

This  session  of  congress  was  called  as  almost  the 
first  measure  of  that  illustrious  and  lamented  citizen 
whose  election  to  the  presidency  was  no  less  signifi- 
cant of  the  general  sentiment  of  condemnation  olf  the 
acts  of  the  preceeding  administration,  than  it  was  ex- 
pressive of  a Wish  for  an  immediate  and  radical  change 
in  the  public  policy.  The  improvidence  of  those  who 
had  just  been  expelled  from  power  had  rendered  it 
inevitable;  and  the  country  hailed  the  meeting  of  a 
new  congress  as  the  sure  pledge  of  relief  from  all 
those  evils  which  the  disastrous  incompetency  of  the 
men  at  the  head  of  affairs  had  brought  upon  it. 

The  people  desired  the  early  adoption  of  the  poli- 
cy which  had  been  promised  them  by  the  whig  party. 
That  policy  had  been  brought  to  the  consideration  of 
the  country  throughout  a contest  of  nearly  twelve 


years’  duration,  maintained  with  unexampled  devo- 
tion; and  its  principles  were  illustrated  by  the  pre- 
cepts and  practice  of  the  most  eminent  and  patriotic 
of  our  citizens  in  every  form  by  which  they  were 
able  to  address  themselves  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  No  one  misapprehended  these  principles; 
they  were  identified  with  the  labors  of  that  great 
party  whose  unparalled  success  was  both  the  token 
and  the  reward  of  the  general  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion. They  promised  reform — 

1st.  In  the  restraint  of  executive  power  and  pa- 
tronage; 

2d.  In  the  wholesome  regulation  of  the  currency 
and  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  industry;  and 

3d.  In  the  establishment  of  an  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances. 

They  proposed  to  accomplish  the  first  of  these  ob- 
jects by  limiting  the  service  of  the  president  to  a sin- 
gle term;  by  forbidding  all  officers  of  the  government 
from  interfering  in  elections;  and  by  a voluntary  self- 
denial,  on  the  part  of  the  chief  magistrate,  in  that  ex- 
cessive use  of  the  veto  power  which  had  recently 
become  so  offensive  to  the  country  as  an  instrument 
of  party  supremacy. 

They  hoped  to  achieve  their  next  object  by  the 
establishment  of  a national  bank;  by  the  adjustment 
of  the  system  of  duties  upon  a moderate  and  perma- 
nent scale,  adopted  as  nearly  as  practicable  to  the 
interest,  and  conformable  with  the  views  of  every 
portion  of  the  union;  by  the  establishment  of  a uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy;  and  by  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  amongst  the  states — 
a measure  recommended  not  only  by  considerations 
of  justice  to  the  states  themselves,  but  also  by  a sad 
experience  of  the  embarrassment  produced  in  the 
currency  resulting  from  the  administration  of  a fund 
of  such  variable  amount  as  an  item  in  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  the  government.  The  establishment  of 
an  economical  administration  of  the  finances  they 
expected  to  attain  by  putting  down  all  useless  offices; 
by  enforcing  a strict  accountability  of  the  public 
agents;  and  more  conspicuously,  by  making  exact 
and  adequate  provision  for  the  ascertainment  and 
eventual  liquidation  of  that  public  debt  which  the 
past  administration  had  created  by  permitting  their 
expenditures  to  overrun  their  receipts,  and  which 
they  had  concealed  from  public  observation  by  the 
easy  device  of  repeated  issues  of  government  notes. 

These  were  the  prominent  points  to  which  the  po- 
licy of  the  whig  party  had  been  directed,  and  which 
constituted  the  great  issues  before  the  country  in  the 
recent  presidential  election.  We  are  aware  that 
our  adversaries  in  that  contest  now  deny  these  issues, 
founding  their  denial  chiefly  upon  the  fact  that  no 
formal  manifesto  was  put  forth  to  declare  the  terms 
upon  which  we  insisted.  Wc  chose  rather  to  appeal 
to  the  widely  diffused  knowledge  of  our  principles 
which  had  been  impressed  upon  every  man’s  mind  in 
that  long  struggle  of  years  gone  by;  with  which  one 
party  had  been  identified,  and  of  which  its  very  name 
was  an  exponant. 

It  need  not  be  said  that,  in  a representation  spread 
over  a territory  of  such  extent  as  that  comprehended 
by  our  union,  and  exhibiting  interests  so  diversified, 
what  might  be  called  the  characteristic  principles  of 
the  whig  party,  throughout  this  wide  sphere,  should 
be  subject  to  occasional  modifications,  dependent  up- 
on local  influences;  and  that  it  was  incumbent,  there- 
fore, upon  the  party  to  move  together  in  a spirit  of 
mutual  concession  and  accommodation  of  sectional 
difference  of  opinion.  It  need  not  be  told  that,  in  the 
system  of  measures  which  we  have  enumerated,  con- 
flicting views  might  naturally  exist  between  the  re- 
presentatives of  distant  portions  of  our  republic,  and 
that  only  by  the  yielding  of  minor  interests  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  general  good,  entire  harmony  was 
to  be  obtained  in  the  action  of  congress.  This  was 
natural,  and  to  be  expected.  But  we  felt  a proud 
consciousness  that  in  the  patriotism  of  the  party  all 
such  difficulties  would  vanish,  and  that  the  demands 
of  an  enlarged  welfare  would  be  met  and  fulfilled, 
through  the  virtue  of  that  spirit  of  compromise  and 
forbearance,  that  liberal  and  comprehensive  senti- 
ment of  self-denial  and  concession,  which  rests  at  the 
heart  of  our  confederacy,  and  which  constitutes  the 
living  principle  of  our  union.  Before  the  appointed 
day  arrived  for  the  meeting  of  congress,  and  that  at 
the  expiration  of  but  one  short  month  from  the  date 
of  his  inauguration,  our  beloved  president  was  snatch- 
ed from  us  by  the  grasp  of  death:  too  soon  for  the 
happiness  of  his  country,  but  not  too  soon  to  awaken 
in  our  bosoms  a deep  and  awful  sense  of  the  irrepa- 
rable loss  which  we  have  sustained  in  the  depriva- 
tion of  a great  and  good  man — not  too  soon  to  con- 
vince us  how  long  and  how  bitterly  our  country  is 
doomed  to  deplore  this  heavy  misfortune.  In  this 
our  calamity,  we  hoped  to  find  consolation  in  the 
character  and  principles  of  him  whom  the  constitu- 
tion had  designated  to  fill  the  office  of  the  departed 


chief.  It  is  true,  that  towards  that  individual,  even 
at  the  moment  of  the  selection  for  the  vice  presiden- 
cy, no  very  earnest  public  attention  had  been  direct- 
ed; and  it  is  equally  true  that  but  a passing  regard 
was  bestowed  upon  the  current  of  his  previous  life 
and  opinions.  We  only  knfiw  him  as  one  professing 
to  be  a member  of  the  whig  party,  and  as  seeking  to 
identify  himself  with  those  great  leaders  of  that  party 
whose  opinions  and  principles  were  deeply  engraved 
in  the  most  conspicuous  acts  of  our  political  history, 
and  were  read  and  understood  by  every  citizen  in  the 
land.  In  this  connection,  where  he  had  sought  to  be 
prominent,  we  discerned  what  we  conceived,  and 
what  doubtless  he  meant,  to  be  a pledge  of  faithful 
adherence  to  the  cardinal  doctrines  for  which  we 
struggled,  and  with  which  the  hopes  of  the  country 
were  indissolubly  bound  up.  We  hoped  to  find  con- 
solation also  in  the  fact  that  his  accession  to  the  pre- 
sidency brought  him  into  communion  and  intimate 
political  fellowship  with  the  chosen  vanguard  of  the 
whig  party — the  first  selection  made  by  general  Har- 
rison of  a cabinet,  distinguished  for  its  paramount 
ability,  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  glorious  cause  in 
which  we  had  conquered — a cabinet  eminently  crown- 
ed with  the  public  confidence,  in  whom  all  men  trust- 
ed as  in  the  very  embodiment  of  the  principles  of  the 
party  to  which  they  belonged:  who  were  inseparably 
associated  with  its  glory,  and  in  whose  generous  and 
honorable  relation  to  the  president  we  had  the  secu- 
rity of  wise  and  prosperous  councils,  and  he  the 
pledge  of  a co-operation  which  should  enable  him  to 
accomplish  all  that  the  nation  desired.  These  hopes 
were  still  further  enlivened  by  the  encouraging  tone 
in  which  the  president  referred,  in  his  first  address  to 
the  nation,  to  the  “ever  glorious  example”  afforded 
him  by  the  fathers  of  the  great  republican  school, 
and  the  declaration  of  his  determination  to  walk  in 
the  path  which  they  pointed  out. 

In  the  indulgence  of  these  hopes,  congress  entered 
upon  its  labors.  By  adopting  rules  for  the  despatch 
of  business  conformable  to  the  emergency  of  an  extra 
session,  and  in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  legisla- 
tion which  the  times  required,  we  have  been  enabled 
to  achieve  all,  and  even  more  than  all,  that  our  con- 
stituents could  have  demanded  at  our  hands.  The 
leading  and  great  measures  of  this  session,  have  been 
under  discussion,  in  congress  and  out  of  it,  for  many 
years  past,  and  little  remained  to  be  said  beyond  a 
repetition  of  former  debates.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  circumstances  or  position  of  either  party  in  con- 
gress to  require,  or  even  to  justify,  protracted  discus- 
sions; and  the  majority,  therefore,  felt  themselves 
entitled  to  give  to  the  extra  session  the  character  of 
a congress  of  action  and  decision,  rather  than  one  of 
debate;  and  we  feel  assured  that  in  this  effort  we 
have  done  no  more  than  respond  to  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  people. 

First  in  urgency  amongst  the  bills  passed  during  the 
session,  and  that  to  which  the  public  command  most 
imperatively  drew  the  notice  of  congress,  was  the  re- 
peal of  the  sub-treasury  law.  Our  next  care  was 
the  enactment  of  the  land  bill.  This  was  followed 
by  an  act  converting  the  debt  which  the  preceding 
administration  had  entailed  upon  the  country  into  a 
loan  of  twelve  million  of  dollars,  which  is  limited 
for  its  redemption  to  a period  of  three  years.  Associ- 
ated with  this  measure  was  the  revenue  bill,  render- 
ed necessary  not  only  as  a provision  towards  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  loan,  but  also  as  indispensable  for 
the  supply  of  means  to  meet  the  ordinary  and  neces- 
sary appropriations  of  the  year.  The  bankrupt  act, 
so  earnestly  and  so  long  solicited  by  a large  and  meri- 
torious class  of  our  citizens,  has  been  passed  under 
circumstances  which  cannot  but  reflect  the  highest 
honor  upon  the  representatives  of  many  sections  of 
the  country.  As  a measure  standing  alone,  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  destined  to  a further  delay,  but 
being  brought,  as  it  was,  into  that  series  of  measures 
which  were  supposed  to  embrace  the  scheme  of  relief 
which  the  nation  at  large  required,  it  met  from  a whig 
congress  that  support  of  which  the  chief  argument 
and  highest  value  are  driven  from  the  respect  which 
every  one  felt  to  be  due  to  a comprehensive  policy, 
whose  scope  should  include  every  interest  in  the  na- 
tion. It  is  a trial  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and 
remains  to  be  altered  or  improved  as  the  public  wants 
may  hereafter  be  found  to  require.  The  importance 
in  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  of  attending  to 
the  national  defences,  suggested  the  measures  of  es- 
tablishing a home  squadron,  of  repairing  and  arming 
the  fortifications,  of  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 
lakes;  and  of  bringing  the  nation  at  large  into  a state 
of  readiness  against  hostile  aggression — in  regard  to 
which  measures,  as  great  unanimity  prevailed  in  con- 
gress, we  may  safely  assure  ourselves  they  will  meet 
the  undivided  approbation  of  our  constituents  through- 
out the  whole  union. 

This  rapid  review,  fellow  citizens,  will  exhibit  what 
we  have  done.  What  we  have  failed  to  do  remains  to 
be  told. 
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It  is  with  profound  and  poignant  regret  that  we  find 
ourselves  called  upon  to  invoke  your  attention  to  this 
point.  Upon  the  great  and  leading  measure  touching 
this  question,  our  anxious  endeavors  to  respond  to  the 
earnest  prayer  of  the  nation  have  been  frustrated  by 
an  act  as  unlooked  for  as  it  is  to  be  lamented.  We 
grieve  to  say  to  you  that  by  the  exercise  of  that  pow- 
er in  the  constitution  which  has  ever  been  regarded 
with  suspicion,  and  often  with  odium,  by  the  people — 
a power  which  we  had  hoped  was  never  to  be  exhibited, 
on  this  subject,  by  a whig  president — we  have  been 
defeated  in  two  attempts  to  create  a fiscal  agent, 
which  the  wants  of  the  country  had  demonstrated  to 
us,  in  the  most  absolute  form  of  proof,  to  be  eminent- 
ly necessary  and  proper  in  the  present  emergency. 
Twice  have  we,  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  deli- 
beration, matured  a plan  for  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing and  disbursing  of  the  public  moneys  through  the 
agency  of  a corporation  adapted  to  that  end,  and 
twice  has  it  been  our  fate  to  encounter  the  opposition 
of  the  president,  through  the  application  of  the  veto 
power.  The  character  of  that  veto  in  each  case, 
the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  administered,  and 
the  grounds  upon  which  it  has  met  the  decided  dis- 
approbation of  your  friends  in  congress,  are  suffi- 
ciently apparent  in  the  public  documents  and  the  de- 
bates relating  to  it.  This  subject  has  acquired  a pain- 
ful interest  with  us,  and  will  doubtless  acquire  it 
with  you,  from  the  unhappy  developments  with  which 
it  is  accompanied.  We  are  constrained  to  say,  that 
we  find  no  ground  to  justify  us  in  the  conviction  that 
the  veto  of  the  president  has  been  interposed  on  this 
question  solely  upon  conscientious  and  well  consi- 
dered opinions  of  constitutional  scruple  as  to  his 
duty  in  the  case  presented.  On  the  contrary,  too 
many  proofs  have  been  forced  upon  our  observation 
to  leave  us  free  from  the  apprehension,  that  the  pre- 
sident has  permitted  himself  to  be  beguiled  into  an 
opinion  that,  by  this  exhibition  of  his  prerogative,  he 
might  be  able  to  divert  the  policy  of  his  administra- 
tion into  a channel  which  should  lead  to  new  politi- 
cal combinations,  and  accomplish  results  which  must 
overthrow  the  present  divisions  of  party  in  the  coun- 
try, and  finally  produced  a state  of  things  which 
those  who  elected  him,  at  least  have  never  con- 
templated. We  have  seen  from  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  that  the  whig  party  did  not  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  president.  With  mortification  wre 
have  observed  that  his  associations  more  sedulously 
aimed  at  a free  communion  with  those  who  have 
been  busy  to  prostrate  our  purposes,  rather  than 
those  whose  principles  seemed  to  be  most  identified 
with  the  power  by  which  he  was  elected.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  he  has  permitted  himself  to  he 
approached,  counselled  and  influenced  by  those  who 
have  manifested  least  interest  in  the  success  of  whig 
measures.  What  were  represented  to  be  his  opi- 
nions and  designs  have  been  freely  and  even  in- 
solently put  forth  in  certain  portions,  and  those  not 
the  most  reputable,  of  the  public  press,  in  a manner 
that  ought  to  be  deemed  offensive  to  his  honor,  as  it 
certainly  was  to  the  feelings  of  those  who  were  be- 
lieved to  be  his  friends.  In  the  earnest  endeavor 
manifested  by  the  members  of  the  whig  party  in 
congress  to  ascertain  specifically  the  president’s  no- 
tions in  reference  to  the  details  of  such  a bill  relating 
to  a fiscal  agent  as  would  be  likely  to  meet  his  appro- 
bation, the  frequent  changes  of  his  opinion,  and  the 
singular  want  of  consistency  in  his  views,  have  baffled 
his  best  friends,  and  rendered  the  hope  of  adjustment 
with  him  impossible. 

Congress,  early  in  the  session,  called  upon  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  for  the  plan  of  a fiscal  agent: 
the  result  of  this  call  was  a bill  which  was  reported 
in  detail,  with  an  argument  in  its  favor,  and  it  was, 
as  we  had  a right  to  regard  it,  received  by  all  as  the 
hill  of  the  president.  In  fact,  it  was  known  to  con- 
tain provisions,  in  reference  to  the  assent  of  the  states, 
which  corresponded  with  the  private  opinion  of  no 
member  of  the  cabinet.  This  bill  the  president  had 
even  informed  more  than  one  member  of  the  house 
he  would  be  willing  to  sign  if  passed  by  congress — 
yet  it  contained  provision  for  local  discounting,  in  re- 
gard to  which  his  veto  message  affirms  his  objection 
to  he  altogether  insuperable.  The  president  has  sub- 
sequently declared  that  this  was  not  his  measure,  and 
that  when  he  said  he  would  sign  this  hill  he  had  not 
read  it.  The  plan  of  an  exchange  hank,  such  as  was 
reported  after  the  first  veto, the  president  is  understood 
by  more  than  one  member  of  congress  to  whom  he 
expressed  his  opinion,  to  have  regarded  as  a favorite 
measure.  It  was  in  view  of  this  opinion,  suggested 
as  it  is  in  his  first  veto,  and  after  using  every  proper 
effort  to  ascertain  his  precise  views  upon  it,  that  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  reported 
their  second  bill.  It  made  provision  for  a bank  with- 
out the  privilege  of  local  discounting,  and  was  adapted 
as  closely  as  possible,  to  that  class  of  mercantile  ope- 
rations which  the  first  veto  message  describes  with 
approbation,  and  which  that  paper  specifically  illus- 


trates by  reference  to  the  “dealings  in  the  exchanges” 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1833,  which  the 
president  affirms  “amounted  to  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars.”  Yet  this  plan,  when  it  was 
submitted  to  him,  was  objected  to  on  a new  ground. 
The  last  veto  has  narrowed  the  question  of  a hank 
down  to  the  basis  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  and  it 
is  obvious  from  the  opinions  of  that  message  that  the 
country  is  not  to  expect  any  thing  better  than  the  ex- 
ploded sub-treasury,  or  some  measure  of  the  same 
character,  from  Mr.  Tyler. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  varieties  of  opinion,  an 
impenetrable  mystery  seemed  tohang  over  the  whole 
question.  There  was  no  such  frank  interchange  of 
sentiment  as  ought  to  characterize  the  intercourse  of 
a president  and  his  friends,  and  the  last  persons  in  the 
government  who  would  seem  to  have  been  intrusted 
with  his  confidence  on  those  embarrassing  topics  were 
the  constitutional  advisers  which  the  laws  had  pro- 
vided for  him. 

In  this  review  of  the  position  into  which  the  late 
events  have  thrown  the  whig  party,  it  is  with  profound 
sorrow  we  look  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  presi- 
dent. He  has  wrested  from  us  one  of  the  best  fruits 
of  a long  and  painful  struggle,  and  the  consummation 
of  a glorious  victory:  he  has  even  perhaps  thrown  us 
once  more  upon  the  field  of  political  strife,  not  weak- 
ened in  numbei's,  nor  shorn  of  the  support  of  the 
country,  but  stripped  of  the  arms  which  success  had 
placed  in  our  hands,  and  left  again  to  rely  upon  that 
high  patriotism  which  for  twelve  years  sustained  us  in 
a conflict  of  unequalled  asperity,  and  which  finally 
brought  us  to  the  fulfilment  of  those  brilliant  hopes 
which  he  has  done  so  much  to  destroy. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  whigs  will  naturally  look 
with  anxiety  to  the  future,  and  inquire  what  are  the 
actual  relations  between  the  president  and  those  who 
brought  him  into  power;  and  what,  in  the  opinion  of 
their  friends  in  congress,  should  be  their  course  here- 
after. On  both  of  these  questions  we  feel  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  address  you  in  perfect  frankness  and  with- 
out reserve,  but,  at  the  same  time,  with  due  respect 
to  others. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  we  are  constrained  to  say, 
that  the  president,  by  the  course  he  has  adopted  in 
respect  to  the  application  of  the  veto  power  to  two 
successive  bank  charters,  each  of  which  there  was 
just  reason  to  believe  would  meet  his  approbation;  by 
his  withdrawal  of  confidence  from  his  real  friends  in 
congress  and  from  the  members  of  his  cabinet;  by  his 
bestowal  of  it  upon  others  notwithstanding  their  no- 
torious opposition  to  leading  measures  of  his  adminis- 
tration, has  voluntarily  separated  himself  from  those 
by  whose  exertions  and  suffrages  lie  was  elevated  to 
that  office  through  which  he  reached  his  present  ex- 
alted station.  The  existence  of  this  unnatural  rela- 
tion is  as  extraordinary  as  the  annunciation  of  it  is 
painful  and  mortifying.  What  are  the  consequences 
and  duties  which  grow  out  of  it? 

The  first  consequence  is,  that  those  who  brought 
the  president  into  power  can  be  no  longer,  in  any 
manner  or  degree,  justly  held  responsible  or  blamed 
for  the  administration  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government;  and  that  the  president  and  his  advisers 
should  be  exclusively  hereafter  deemed  accountable. 
But,  as  by  the  joint  acts  of  Providence  and  the  people 
he  is  constitutionally  invested  with  the  powers  of 
chief  magistrate,  whilst  he  remains  in  office  he  should 
be  treated  with  perfect  respect  by  all.  And  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  whigs,  in  and  out  of  congress,  to 
give  to  his  official  acts  and  measures  fair  and  full 
consideration,  approving  them  and  co-operating  in 
their  support  where  they  can,  and  differing  from  and 
opposing  any  of  them  only  from  a high  sense  of  pub- 
lic duty. 

The  more  important  question  remains  to  he  touch- 
ed. What  ought  to  be  the  future  line  of  conduct  of 
the  whig  party  in  the  extraordinary  emergency  which 
now  exists? 

They  came  into  power  to  accomplish  great  and  pa- 
triotic objects.  By  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  the 
majorities  in  congress,  some  of  the  most  important 
of  those  objects  have  been  carried  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion. Others  yet  remain  to  be  effected.  The  con- 
duct of  the  president  has  occasioned  bitter  mortifica- 
tion and  deep  regret.  Shall  the  party,  therefore, 
yielding  to  sentiments  of  dispair,  abandon  its  duty, 
and  submit  to  defeat  and  disgrace?  Far  from  suffer- 
ing such  dishonorable  consequences,  the  very  disap- 
pointment which  it  has  unfortunately  experienced 
should  serve  only  to  redouble  its  exertions,  and  to  in- 
spire it  with  fresh  courage  to  persevere  with  a spirit 
unsubdued  and  a resolution  unshaken,  until  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  is  fully  re-established,  and  its 
liberties  firmly  secured  against  ail  danger  from  the 
abuses,  encroachments  or  usurpations  of  the  execu- 
tive department  of  the  government. 

At  the  head  of  the  duties  which  remain  for  the 
whigs  to  perform  towards  their  country  stands  con- 
picuously  and  pre-eminently  above  all  others — 


First.  A reduction  of  the  executive  power,  by  a 
further  limitation  of  the  veto,  so  as  to  secure  obedi- 
ence to  the  public  will,  as  that  shall  he  expressed  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  and  the 
states,  with  no  other  control  than  that  which  is  in- 
dispensable to  avert  hasty  or  unconstitutional  legisla- 
tion. 

By  the  adoption  of  a single  term  for  the  incumbent 
of  the  presidential  office. 

By  a separation  of  the  purse  from  the  sword,  and 
with  that  view  to  place  the  appointment  of  the  head 
of  the  treasury  in  congress;  and 

By  subjecting  the  power  of  dismissal  from  office  to 
just  restrictions,  so  as  to  renderjthe  president  amen- 
able for  its  exercise. 

Second.  The  establishment  by  congress  of  a fiscal 
agent,  competent  to  collect,  safely  keep,  and  disburse 
the  public  moneys,  to  restore  the  currency  and  to 
equalize  the  exchanges  of  the  currency;  and 

Third.  The  introduction  of  economy  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  and  the  discontinu- 
ance of  all  sinecures  and  useless  offices. 

To  the  effectuation  of  these  objects  ought  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  whigs  hereafter  to  be  directed.  Those 
only  should  be  chosen  members  of  congress  who  are 
willing  cordially  to  co-operate  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  them.  Instead  of  striking  our  flag,  let  it  be 
reared  still  higher,  with  a firmer  hand,  bearing  upon 
its  folds  in  conspicuous  letters,  The  will  of  the 
NATION  UNCONTROLLED  BY  THE  WILL  OF  ONE  MAN: 
ONE  PRESIDENTIAL  TERM,  A FRUGAL  GOVERNMENT,  AND 
NO  SUB-TREASURY,  OPEN  OR  COVERT,  IN  SUBSTANCE  OR 
IN  FACT:  NO  GOVERNMENT  BANK,  BUT  AN  INSTITUTION 
CAPABLE  OF  GUARDING  THE  PEOPLE’S  TP.EASUF.E  AND 
ADMINISTERING  TO  THE  PEOPLE’S  WANTS.” 

Rallying  under  that  banner,  let  us  appeal  to  that 
people  whose  patriotic  exertions  led  to  victory  in  the 
late  glorious  struggle.  Let  us  invoke  the  action  of 
the  legislative  councils  of  the  sovereign  states  of  this 
union.  Instructed  by  their  immediate  constituents, 
let  them  ascertain  and  express  the  public  will  in  re- 
lation to  these  great  questions;  and  especially  let  them, 
within  their  respective  constitutional  spheres,  exert 
themselves  to  give  it  effect. 

Animated  by  these  principles,  and  guided  by  Pro- 
vidence, defeat  is  impossible,  and  triumphant  success 
inevitable.  We  may  confidently  hope  that  vast  num- 
bers of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  have  been  hitherto 
separated  from  us,  will  unite  with  us  under  such  a 
glorious  standard;  and  that  majorities  in  both  houses 
of  congress  sufficiently  large  may  be  secured  to  car- 
ry any  measure  demanded  by  the  welfare  of  the  na- 
tion, in  spite  of  the  interposition  of  the  power  with 
which  any  one  man  may  have  been  accidentally  in- 
vested. Disappointed  in  that  if  such  should  be  our 
lot,  there  will  remain  the  hope  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  curtailing  the  executive  power.  And 
if  that  should  fail,  we  have  only  to  recur  to  the  no- 
ble example  of  our  ancestors,  to  recollet  the  duty  we 
owe  to  ourselves  and  posterity,  and  to  bear  with 
manly  fortitude  three  years  longer  the  sufferings  in- 
flicted during  the  last  twelve  years  by  the  mal-admi- 
nistration  of  the  executive  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. We  shall  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  if  the  president  can  prevent 
•the  attainment  of  all  the  good  which  congress  is  de- 
sirous to  accomplish,  congress  may  check  or  prevent 
some  of  the  mischiefs  which,  under  a different  state 
of  majorities  in  the  body,  he  might  have  the  power 
to  impose.  J.  MACPHERSGN  BERRIEN, 

N.  P.  TALLMADGE, 

O.  H.  SMITH, 

Committee  of  the  senate. 

J.  P.  KENNEDY, 

S.  MASON, 

HORACE  EVERETT, 

J.  C.  CLARK, 

K.  RAYNEll, 

Committee  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Whereupon  the  question  was  taken  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  said  address,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  twenty  thousand  copies  of  said  ad- 
dress be  printed,  and  circulated  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  said  address  be  signed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  same, 
and  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed 
by  the  presidents,  and  countersigned  by  the  secreta- 
ries. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

NATHAN  F.  DIXON,  ) ... 

JEREMIAH  MORROW,  \ ?"  ^idents. 

K.  Rayner,  ) 

Christopher  Morgan,  > secretaries. 

R.  W.  Thompson,  ) 

LAND  BILL.  Mr.  Raynor,  of  N.  C.  in  his  speech 
in. the  house  of  representatives,  July  Gth,  submitted 
the  following  statement!,  showing  the  amount  which 
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each  state  would  receive  under  this  bill,  $3,300,000  : mation.  We  paid  to  foreigners  for  sugar,  in  1839, 
to  be  distributed  each  year,  and  supposing  the  ratio  ; $9,924,622  which  exceeds  in  value  any  one  article  of 
of  representation  under  the  late  census  to  be  put  at  | our  exports,  except  cotton,  and  except  the  exports  of 
60,000.  If  any  other  ratio  should  be  agreed  on,  (he  | tobacco  for  only  two  years,  viz:  1836  and  1839 — 
adds),  the  relative  proportion  will  be  the  same.  The  j the  former  it  amounted  to  $10,494,104;  the  latter, 
' ' ' ' ' $10,449,155.  The  shipments  of  molasses  from  New 

$84,000  i Orleans  to  our  eastern  cities  have  increased  alike 
108,000  I with  those  of  sugar.  In  1836,  419,958  gallons  were 

96.000  I shipped;  in  1840,  3,830,400  gallons.  In  1339  we  im- 

48.000  ! ported  23,094,677  gallons,  valued  at  $4,364,234. — 
48,000  j Richmond  carries  on  a considerable  trade  with  New 

Orleans  in  sugar  and  molasses. 


sums  are  stated  in  round  numbers: 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
Rhode  Island 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 


$96,000 

48,000 

48.000 

144.000 

60.000 

12,000 

480.000 

72.000 

336.000 

12.000 

72,000 

204.000 

120.000 


South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Missouri 

Illinois 

Arkansas 

Michigan 


144.000 

132.000 

300.000 

132.000 

84.000 

60.000 
12,000 
36,000 


AWARDS  OF  THE  MEXICAN  COMMIS- 
SIONERS. By  a late  act  of  congress,  says  the 
Journal  of  Commerce,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
is  authorised  to  issue  certificates  to  all  persons  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  sums  awarded  by  the  commission- 
ers for  adjusting  claims  between  the  republic  of  Mexi- 
co and  the  United  States,  whenever  such  persons 
shall  present  certified  copies  of  such  awards.  These 
certificates  are  to  be  in  such  form,  and  for  such  por- 
tions of  the  sums  awarded  as  may  be  convenient  for 
the  claimants. 


THE  CENSUS.  An  act  approved  September  1st, 1 


THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  52. 

Head-quarters  of  the.  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  September  11,  1841. 

The  following  regulations  for  the  government  cf 
officers  of  the  subsistence  department,  directed  by  the 
department  of  war,  are  announced  in  orders  for  the 
information  and  government  of  all  concerned. 

“The  assistant  commissary  general  of  subsistence 
and  commissaries  of  subsistence  shall  have  choice  of 
stations  according  to  rank;  but  no  junior  shall  be  re- 
moved from  his  station  when  claimed  by  a senior,  until 
he  shall  have  served  thereat  one  year. 

All  officers  of  the  subsistence  department  shall  be 
subject  to  duty  on  the  field. 

Assistant  commissaries  of  subsistence,  unless  on 
very  special  occasions,  when  sanctioned  by  the  major 
general  commanding,  shall  served  with  their  respec- 
tive companies. 

In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  the  assistant  com- 


extends  the  time  allowed  to  the  marshals  of  the  states  missary  general  of  subsistence  is  charged  with  the 


and  territories  for  making  their  returns  of  the  sixth 
census,  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1842.  The  time 
allowed  to  assistants  for  completing  their  enumera- 
tion is  extended  to  1st  December  next.  Both  mar- 
shals and  their  assistants  continue  subject  to  all  pe- 
nalties contained  in  previous  acts,  unless  their  re- 
turns are  made  in  the  time  which  this  act  prescribes. 


duties  of  inspector  of  the  subsistence  department.” 
By  order,  L.  THOMAS, 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 
orders  no.  6. — Eastern  Division. 

Head-quarters,  eastern  division, 
Troy,  N.  Y.  Sept.  8,  1841. 
Agreeably  to  general  orders  No.  51,  the  undersign- 


This  act  also  authorises  a new  enumeration  of  the  ed,  brigadier  general,  assumes  command  of  the  east- 
inhabitants  of  Montgomery  county,  Maryland,  in  con-  ern  division  of  the  army. 

sequence  of  the  alleged  incorrectness  of  the  late  re-  : The  head-quarters,  until  further  orders,  will  be  at 

Troy,  N.  Y.  where  all  reports,  returns  and  commurii- 
-the  assistant  adjutant 


turns. 


catioDS  will  be  addressed  to- 
general  of  the  eastern  division. 

The  staff  of  the  general  will  be  as  follows: 

Captain  R.  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
captain  Edmund  Schriver,  assistant  adjutant  general 


NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY.  The  Bangor 
Whig  says:  “The  United  States  troops,  ordered  to 
occupy  the  posts  at  the  Aroostook  and  Fish  river,  in 
the  disputed  territory,  started  from  Houlton  on  Tues-  . 
day  last.  The  first  detachment  started  with  a heavy  ex-officio  assistant  inspector  general;  and  first  lieut. 
team  of  oxen  and  all  the  necessary  implements  for  J-  A.  Thomas,  3d  artillery,  aid-de-camp, 
clearing  the  roads  and  for  erecting  suitable  quarters  . JOHN  E.  VvOOL. 

and  barracks.  A good  military  road,  supported  at  [ By  command  ol  the  general: 
the  expense  of  the  general  government,  from  Houlton ! . . Ed.  Schriver,  A.  A.  general. 

to  Fish  rvier,  may  soon  be  expected,  and  a regular  Brigadier  General  Wool  left  his  head-quarters  at 
mail  route,  with  a post  office  at  Fish  river  and  the  Troy,  N.  Y.  on  the  12th  inst.  on  a visit  to  the  U.  S. 
Aroostook,  will  be  established  immediately.  The  j military  posts  in  Maine. 

general  government  is  now  fairly  upon  the  territory, ! Fort  Kent  is  the  name  given  by  Brig.  Gen.  Eustis 
and  there  will  be  no  backing  out  until  a final  settle-  [ to  the  fortification  on  Fish  river,  Maine.  That  on 
ment  of  the  question,  which,  under  the  present  effi-  the  Aroostook  is  already  known  by  the  name  of  Fort 


quartermaster’s  department. 
Quartermaster  general. 

Thomas  S.  Jesup,  major  gen.  bv’t.  in  charge  of  de- 
partment at  Washington. 

Ass't.  quartermasters  general  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 
Henry  Stanton,  N.  York,  inspector  of  the  department. 
Trueman  Cross,  Washington. 

Dep.  quartermasters  general  with  the  rank  of  lieut.  col. 
Henry  Whiting  Filatka,  in  charge  of  the  operations 
of  the  department  in  Florida. 

Thomas  F.  Hunt,  absent  from  duty  on  account  of 
bad  health. 

Quartermasters  with  the  rank  of  major. 

Isaac  Clark,  New  Orleans. 

/Eneas  Mackay,  New  York. 

C.  Thomas,  acting  insp.  of  the  department  in  Florida. 
Samuel  McRee,  St.  Louis. 

Assistant  quartermasters  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

1 D.  D.  Tompkins,  Philadelphia. 

2 C.  A.  Waite,  St.  Augustine. 

3 Thomas  Swords,  Fort  Leavenworth. 

4 George  H.  Crosman,  member  of  board  for  inves- 

tigating Florida  claims. 

5 S.  B.  Dusenbery,  Baltimore. 

6 David  H.  Vinton,  Detroit. 

7 E.  B.  Alexander,  Fort  Smith. 

8 Francis  Searle,  on  leave,  disabled  by  wounds. 

9 Osborne  Cross,  New  Orleans. 

10  S.  P.  Heintzleman,  member  of  board  for  investi- 

gating Florida  claims. 

11  James  R.  Irwin,  Cincinnati,  temporarily. 

12  M.  M.  Clark,  Savannah. 

13  E.  S.  Sibley,  Cedar  Key,  Florida. 

14  E.  B.  Babbitt,  Trader’s  Hill,  Geo. 

15  John  P.  Davis,  Fort  Gibson. 

16  R.  E.  Clary,  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

17  Charles  O.  Collins,  Houlton. 

18  A.  R.  Hetzel,  Washington. 

19  R.  S.  Dix,  Boston. 

20  E.  A.  Ogden,  Tampa  Bay. 

21  James  M.  Hill,  Charleston. 

22  Dixon  S.  Miles,  Pilatka. 

23  W.  Scott  Ketchum,  Port  Leon. 

24  James  H.  Stokes,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

25  Abram  C.  Myers,  Tampa  Bay. 

26  S.  M.  Plummer,  on  leave — bad  health. 

27  W.  M.  D.  McKissack,  Fort  King. 

28  Wm.  Wall,  Fort  Fanning.  [Army  8f  Navy  Ch. 

THE  NAVY. 

promotions  and  appointments, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
promotions. 

Commanders  to  be  Captains,  from  September  8,  1841. 


8.  Thomas  Crabb, 

9.  Thomas  Payne, 

10.  James  Armstrong, 

11.  Joseph  Smoot, 

12.  Samuel  L.  Breese, 

13.  Benjamin  Page, 


cient  administration  cannot  be  long  delayed.” 

THE  WHALE  FISHERY.  The  representative 


Nantucket 

84 

New  Bedford 

- 189 

Fairhaven 

48 

Falmouth  - 

- 10 

Edgartown 

12 

Plolmes’  Hole 

- 4 

Province  Town 

12 

Total, 

- 359 

Fairfield. 

2d  artillery. — 180  men,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Fanning,  have  arrived  at  Fort  Mcnrce.  The  follow-  \ 
in  congress  of  the  11th  congressional  district  of  Mas- 1 >ng  officers  are  attached  to  the  post:  lieuts.  R.  A. 
sachusetts,  has  furnished  a list  of  the  vessels  engaged  \ Luther,  J.  F.  Roland,  J.  Sedgwick,  W.  A.  Nichols, 
in  the  whaling  business.  Their  number  and  the  ports  A.  A.  Gibson,  W.  Hays  and  asst.  surg.  E.  Worrell. 

3d  artillery.—  Major  S.  Churchill  has  been  appoint- 
ed inspector  general,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Mh  artillery. — The  appointment  of  major  Chuchill 
makes  room  for  the  promotion  of  brevet  major  John 
Erving  to  the  majority  of  the  3rd  artillery;  and  to  1st 
lieut.  J.  B.  Scott  as  captain  and  2d  lieut.  E.  Bradford 
as  1st  lieut.  in  the  4th. 

I 1st  infantry. — The  steamboat  Macedonian  arrived 

j at  Jefferson  barracks,  Aug.  31,  with  210  men,  aestin-  | 
j ed  to  forts  Crawford  and  Snelling.  They  will  re- 
Oi  which  6u  are  barques,  brigs,  and  schooners,  ma;a  but  a few  days  at  the  barracks, 
and  all  the  rest  ships — many  of  them  of  800  or  900  ..  T ,,,  ,,  , . 

tons.  This  single  district,  then,  has  359  vessels-or, ! Death  of  Liec£  Wm‘  Pa°e  ^es'.  T1us 
an  aggregate  of  125,650  tons-navigated  by  not  less  promising  young  officer,  son  of  adjutant  general  R. 
than  9,000  seamen,  engaged  in  a sin|le  branch  of  en-  JoN.f  ’ ff  he  city  of  Washington,  and  a universal  fa- 
ternrise  vorite  of  those  who  knew  him,  having  been  attached 

" | to  the  flying  artillery  company  now  stationed  at 

| Fort  McHenry,  was  riding  rapidly  towards  the  fort 
SUGAR  TRADE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. , on  the  lltli  inst.  in  company  with  lieut.  Randolph 
The  Richmond  Compiler,  in  reference  to  this  subject : Ridgely , when  both  were  thrown  from  their  horses 
says: — In  1830  the  amount  of  sugar  shipped  from  N.  by  coming  in  contact  with  a cow  that  suddenly  cross- 
Orleans  was  trifling.  In  1836  the  sugar  exported  ed  their  road-  The  latter  was  not  seriously  injured, 
amounted  to  6,461,500  lbs.;  in  1840  it  had  increased  to  but  the  former  received  so  severe  a contusion  of  the 
47,005,500  lbs.  besides  the  amount  sent  to  the  inte-  brain  that  in  spite  of  the  best  medical  assistance,  he 
rior  from  the  Mississippi  valley,  which  must  be  large,  expired  about  four  o’clock  next  morning.  Every  re- 
This  is  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  sugar,  made  from  . spect  was  paid  to  the  remains  and  memory  of  the  de- 
cane,  consumed  in  the  United  States,  as  there  was;  ceased.  Gen.  Jones,  we  learn  was  not  with  his  fa- 
about  190,000,000  lbs.  impo'rted  in  1839.  If  the  1 mily  on  the  melancholy  occasion,  having  resorted  to 
home  production  of  sugar  increase  the  next  five  j the  V irginia  Springs  for  a few  weeks  for  the  im- 
years  as  it  has  done  the  last  five,  we  shall  make  alF  provement  of  his  health.  Sincerely  do  we  sympa- 
our  own  sugar.  This  will  be  an  important  consmn-J  thize  with  them  in  their  bereavement. 


1.  John  Percival, 

2.  John  H.  Aulick, 

3.  William  V.  Taylor, 

4.  Bladen  Dulany, 

5.  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

6.  Isaac  Mayo, 

7.  William  Mervine, 

Lieutenants  to  be  Commanders. 

Frederick  Varnum,  from  the  8th  March,  1841. 
From  September,  8,  1841. 

1.  Joseph  R.  Jarvis,  29.  Joseph  Myers, 

2.  Thomas  W.  Freelon,  30.  Wm.  C.  Wetmore, 

3.  Sam.  W.  Le  Compte,  31.  Thomas  II.  Gedney, 

4.  Charles  T.  Platt,  32.  John  Bubier, 

5.  Wm.  M.  Armstrong,  33.  Victor  M.  Randolph, 

6.  Wm.  F.  Shields,  34.  Jacob  Crowninshield, 

7.  G.  P.  Pendergrast,  35.  Frederick  Engle, 

36.  Alexander  J.  Dallas, 

37.  John  Rudd, 

38.  Robert  Ritchie, 

39.i  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

40.  Franklin  Buchanan, 

41.  Samuel  Mercer, 

42.  Charles  Lowndes, 

43.  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

44.  George  N.  Hollins, 

45.  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

46.  John  Martson,  jr. 

47.  Henry  Bruce, 

48.  Wm.  D.  Newman, 

49.  Henry  A.  Adams, 

50.  Alex.  B.  Pinkham, 

51.  James  D.  Knight, 


8.  Wm.  C.  Nicholson, 

9.  James  B.  Cooper, 

10.  E.  W.  Carpender, 

11.  JohnL.  Saunders, 

12.  Joseph  B.  Hull, 

13.  John  Stone  Paine, 

14.  Joseph  Moorehead, 

15.  Thomas  Peligru, 

16.  John  S.  Cfiauncey, 

17.  Irvine  Shubrick, 

18.  John  Kelly, 

19.  Edmund  Byrne, 

20.  Edward  S.  Johnson, 

21.  Wm.  H.  Gardner, 

22.  David  G.  Farragut, 

23.  Stephen  B.  Wilson, 


24.  Edward  C.  Rutledge,  52.  Joseph  Mattison, 

25.  William  S.  Harris,  53.  William  S.  Walker, 

26.  Thomas  A.  Dornin,  54.  Alex.  S.  Mackenzie, 

27.  R.  B.  Cunningham,  55.  George  F.  Pearson, 

28.  James  Glynn, 

Passed  Midshipmen  to  be  Lieutenants. 

John  J.  Almy,  March  18,  1841. 

Edward  C.  Bowers,  April  26,  1841. 
Nathaniel  G.  Bay,  May  1,  1841. 

From  September  8,  1841. 

1.  Otway  H.  Berryman,  4-  George  _J.  jVy.che^ 

2.  Thomas  A.  Budd,  5.  Edmund  Jenkins, 

3.  Andrew  F.  V.  Gray,  6.  T.  A.  M.  Craven, 
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7.  Dominick  Lynch,  jr.  31.  Enoch  G.  Parrott, 

8.  Francis  B.  Renshaw,  32.  John  Carroll, 

9.  Horace  N.  Harrison,  33.  James  McCormick, 


10.  James  H.  North, 

11.  Robert  B.  Pegram, 

12.  Edward  C.  Ward, 

13.  Richard  C.  Cogdell, 

14.  Edw.  J.  De  Haven, 

15.  Charles  Thomas, 

16.  Addi.  R.  Taliaferro, 


34.  Richard  S.  Trapier, 

35.  Richard  Wain  wright, 

36.  George  M.  Totten, 

37.  William  D.  Hurst, 

38.  ~Wm.  Ross  Gardner, 

39.  William  B.  Renshaw, 

40.  Carter  B.  Poindexter, 


17.  Rich’d  L.  Tilghman,  41.  Henry  T.  Wingate, 

18.  James  H.  Strong,  42.  Alonzo  B.  Davis, 

19.  J.  Madison  Frailey,  43.  Richard  L.  Love, 

20.  Carlisle  P.  Patterson,  44.  William  Reynolds, 


21.  Aug.  S.  Baldwin, 

22.  Edm.  T.  Shubrick, 

23.  Stephen  Dod, 

24.  Wm.  B.  Whiting, 

25.  Charles  Hunter, 

26.  Benj.  F.  Shatuck, 

27.  Thomas  M.  Brasher, 

28.  George  T.  Sinclair, 

29.  John  Moony, 

30.  Samuel  R.  Knox, 


45.  Woodhull  S.  Schenck, 

46.  James  L.  Parker, 

47.  Lewis  C.  Sartori, 

48.  William  A.  Jones, 

49.  Edmund  Lainer, 

50.  John  H.  Sherburne, 

51.  Fabius  Stanly, 

52.  Latham  B.  Avery, 

53.  James  B.  Lewis, 

54.  James  J.  Forbes, 


Passed  Assistant  Surgeons  to  be  Surgeons. 
Daniel  C.  McLeod,  July  23,  1841. 
Lewis  Wolfley,  July  29,  1841 
From  September  8,  1841. 


6.  M.  G.  Delaney, 

7.  Wm.  F.  McClenahan, 

8.  Wm.  L.  Van  Horne, 

9.  Daniel  S.  Green. 


1.  Lewis  W.  Minor, 

2.  William  J.  Powell, 

3.  J.  Frederick  Sickels, 

4.  N.  C.  Barrabino, 

5.  Henry  S.  Rennolds, 

APPOINTMENTS. 

To  be  Assistant  Surgeons,  September  8,  1841. 

1.  A.  A.  Henderson,  Pa.  5.  Ed.  McKinley,  Pa. 

2.  John  Hastings,  Pa.  6.  A.  P.  J.  Garnett,  Va. 

3.  C.  H.  Broughton,  Va.  7.  Hugh  Morson,  Va. 

4.  R.  T.  Maxwell,  Del. 

To  be  Chaplains,  September  8,  1841. 
Mortimer  R.  Talbot,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Moses  B.  Chase,  of  New  Hampshire, 

Chester  Newell,  of  South  Carolina, 

Theodore  Bartow,  of  Georgia. 

Joseph  Stockbridge,  of  Maine. 

Samuel  T.  Gillet,*  of  Indiana, 

William  McKenney,  of  Maryland, 

Acting  Midshipmen,  September  9,  1841. 

James  Armstrong,  Va.  Alexander  Mitchell,  Ky. 
Charles  S.  Bell,  N.  J.  Wm.  H.  Murdaugh,  Va. 
Wash.  P.  Buckner,  Ark.  Jefferson  Maury,  Va. 
Oscar  C.  Badger,  Penn.  Chas.  Y.  McCauley,  Pa. 
John  T.  Bartlett,  Maine.  Thomas  J.  Miller,  Ga. 
Edward  Crittenden,  Ky.  Arthur  H.  Otis,  Mass. 
Cornelius  Comegys,  Mas.  Wingate  Pillsbury,  Maine, 
Wm.  Dekoven,  N.  Y.  Robert  Patton,  Va. 

Thos.  C.  Eaton,  Maine,  R.  J.  D-  Price,  Md. 


James  L.  Ferguson, 
Samuel  P.  Griffin,  Ga. 
Thos.  C.  Harris,  Penn. 
M.  P.  Jones, 

John  Kell,  Ga. 

Charles  Latimer,  D.  C. 
Theodorick  Lee,  D.  C. 


Robert  Selden, 

Robert  W.  Scott,  Tenn. 
John  Stewart,  N.  C. 

Byrd  W.  Stevenson,  Va. 
William  Sharp,  Va. 
Stephen  D.  Spence,  Md. 
Acting  Midshipmen,  September  10,  1841. 

Albert  Allmand,  Va.  Thomas  D.  Mahon,  Penn. 
Simeon  S.  Bassett,  D.  C.  John  H.  Russell, 

F.  P.  Baldwin,  D.  C.  Janjes  H.  Somerville,  Md. 
Calvin  Cowles,  N.  C.  Elias  Vanderhorst,  N.  C. 
Geo.  B.  Douglass,  Tenn.  John  G.  Whitaker,  N.  Y. 
Thomas  Flournoy,  Ga.  James  Woddell,  N.  C. 
Henry  C.  Hunter,  Del.  Henry  Willis,  Md. 
Thomas  Irvin,  Ohio,  Benj.  B.  Wright,  Ky. 
James  Jewett,  Ky.  Thos.  L.  Walker,  Tenn. 

Henry  H.  Key,  Md.  John  Wilkes,  jr.  N.  Y. 
Leonard  H.  Lyne,  Ky. 

Marine  Corps. 

Mathew  R.  Kintzing,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  a se- 
cond lieutenant,  from  September  8,  1841, 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Colonel  Commandant. 

1.  Archibald  Henderson,  head  quarters. 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 

1.  R.  D.  Wainwright,  superintending  recruiting  ser- 
vice, office  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Majors. 

1.  Samuel  Miller,  Philadelphia. 

2.  Samuel  E.  Watson,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

3.  William  H.  Freeman,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

4.  Levi  Twiggs,  head  quarters. 

Captains. 

1.  John  Harris,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

2.  Thomas  A.  Linton,  Washington  city,  lately  re- 
turned from  sea. 

3.  James  Edelin,  waiting  orders  in  Washington  city. 

4.  Parke  G.  Howie,  adjutant  and  inspector,  head 
quarters. 

5.  William  Dulany,  Baltimore  rendezvous. 
•Formerly  a lieuienant  in  the  United  States  navy. 


6.  Thomas  S.  English,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

7.  George  W.  Walker,  paymaster,  head  quarters. 

8.  Ward  Marston,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

9.  Aug.  A.  Nicholson,  quartermaster,  head  quarters. 

10.  Benjamin  Macomber,  New  York  rendezvous. 

11.  A.  N.  Brevoort,  Gosport,  Va. 

12.  Richard  Douglas,  waiting  orders  in  New  York. 

13.  Job  G.  Williams,  Pensacola,  W.  F. 

First  Lieutenants. 

1.  Alvin  Edson,  Delaware  74. 

2.  Henry  B.  Tyler,  head  quarters. 

3.  Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  head  quarters,  paymaster’s 
department. 

4.  Geo.  F.  Lindsay,  assistant  quartermaster,  Phila- 
delphia. 

5.  Landon  N.  Carter,  head  quarters,  quartermaster’s 
department. 

6.  John  G.  Reynolds,  frigate  Constellation. 

7.  Francis  C.  Hall,  Philadelphia. 

8.  Geo.  H.  Terrett,  head  quarters. 

9.  William  E.  Stark,  Norfork,  Va.  clothing  store. 

10.  N.  S.  Waldron,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

11.  William  Lang,  head  quarters,  sick. 

12.  Jacob  Zelin,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

13.  Geo.  W.  Robbins,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

14.  D.  D.  Baker,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

15.  Arch’d  H.  Gillispie,  Pensacola,  W.  F. 

16.  Benj.  E.  Brooke,  Philadelphia. 

17.  Jabez  C.  Rich,  frigate  Constitution. 

18.  Thos.  Theo.  Sloan,  Indian  Key,  E.  F. 

19.  Addison  Garland,  frigate  Brandywine. 

20.  Frederick  B.  McNeill,  receiving  ship  North  Ca- 
rolina. 

Second  Lieutenants. 

1.  Edward  L.  West,  head  quarters. 

2.  Robt.  C.  Caldwell,  frigate  Macedonian. 

3.  Lafayette  Searcy,  on  leave  of  absence. 

4.  William  L.  Young,  head  quarters. 

5.  Josiah  Watson,  head  quarters,  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

6.  Henry  B.  Watson,  head  quarters,  on  leave. 

7.  Thomas  A.  Brady,  frigate  Potomac. 

8.  Isaac  T.  Doughty,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

9.  W.  A.  T.  Maddox,  Delaware  74. 

10.  Wm.  B.  Slack,  Delaware  74. 

11.  John  S.  Devlin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

12.  Alger.  S.  Taylor,  Philadelphia,  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

13.  William  L.  Shuttleworth,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

14.  James  Maguire,  underorders  to  Indian  Key,  E.  F. 

15.  Robt.  D.  Taylor,  Indian  Key,  E.  F. 

16.  Joseph  W.  Curtis,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

17.  Robert  Tansill,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

18.  John  J.  Berret,  Gosport,  Va. 

19.  John  C.  Grayson,  Philadelphia. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector's office,  Washington,  Sept.  2, 1841. 

P.  G.  Howle, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector. 

The  New  York  Star  of  the  9th  inst.  states  that  or- 
ders have  been  received  at  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn 
to  fit  out,  with  despatch,  the  Independence  razee,  and 
the  sloop  of  war  Falmouth. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  which  has  been  lying  at 
anchor  for  a few  days  past  off  the  Battery,  sailed  on 
Tuesday  with  sealed  orders  from  Washington.  Her 
destination  we  understand  to  be  Matanzas.  We  an- 
nex a list  of  the  officers: 

Lieut,  commanding,  Wm.  W.  McKean;  1st  lieut. 
James  H.  Ward;  2d  do.  Charly  Steadman;  purser,  C. 
C.  Rice;  assistant  surgeon,  J.  S.  Messersmith;  passed 
midshipman,  E.  C.  Ward;  midshipmen,  James  Barry, 
A.  McLaughlin,  William  J.  Truxton,  John  E.  Hop- 
son;  Adam  Young,  master’s  mate. 

Captain  James  Armstrong  has  been  detached  from 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Cyane,  now 
lying  off  the  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  and  ready  for 
sea.  It  is  rumored  that  commander  C.  K.  Stribling 
will  be  appointed  to  the  command.  [Patriot. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  and  sloop  of  war  Warren, 
got  under  weigh  yesterday  morning,  and  with  a light 
wind  from  the  north,  proceeded  down  the  harbor, 
bound  to  Norfolk  to  refit,  and  from  thence  to  the  West 
Indies.  But  the  wind  hauling  to  the  eastward,  pre- 
vented their  going  to  sea  until  to-day. 

[Boston  Mercantile  Jour. 

A Naval  General  Court  Martial  was  assembled  in 
May  last,  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Pennsylvania,  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  continued  in  session  until 
about  the  6th  of  August. 

The  court  was  composed  of  commodore  W.  Bran- 
ford Shubrick,  president.  Captains  Charles  W. 
Skinner,  Beverley  Kennon,  Philip  F.  Voorhees,  J. 
Paul  Zantzinger,  Thomas  T.  Webb — commanders 
Bladen  Dulany  and  Isaac  Mayo,  members — Henry 
S-  Allmand,  esq.  judge  advocate. 

The  following  officers  were  tried,  but  their  senten- 
ces have  not  yet  been  promulgated.  They  were  all 
recently  attached  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Cyane. 


Commander  W.  K.  Latimer— lieutenants  F.  B.  El- 
lison, S.  W.  Godon  and  B.  M.  Dove — surgeon  L.  B. 
Hunter  and  purser  H.  Bridge.  [Army  ifNavyChron. 


STATES  OP  THE  UNION. 


MARYLAND. 

The  Defenders  of  Baltimore  on  the  12th 
September,  1814.  The  anniversary  of  that  memo- 
rable event  occurring  this  year  on  Sunday,  the  com- 
memoration was  deferred  to  Monday  the  13th. 
Twenty-seven  years  have  left  their  impress  upon  the 
features  of  those  that  survive,  and  yet  there  was  a 
formidable  array  of  the  men  who  then  formed  the  van 
of  the  defenders  of  the  city,  that  would  again  be 
amongst  the  foremost  in  the  ranks,  if  occasion  required 
their  services.  Others  there  were  to  whom  the  addi- 
tion of  so  many  years  made  it  obvious  that  they  had 
fulfilled  their  day  of  service  in  so  arduous  a field,  but 
whose  presence  this  day  contributed  the  deepest  touch 
of  sensibility  to  the  scene.  The  arrangements  of  the 
day  were  admirable,  and  the  display  imposing.  Col. 
D.  Harris  was  selected  as  chief  marshal,  general  A. 
Miltenburger,  assistant  marshal,  and  general  S.  C. 
Leakin,  general  R.  Dutton,  major  Wm.  Roney,  and 
adjutant  T.  Baltzell,  aids;  Francis  H.  Davidge, 
orator  of  the  day.  The  oration  was  delivered  under 
the  shade  of  the  battle  monument — around  and  about 
which  were  seen  waving  many  of  the  flags  that  were 
borne  on  the  battle  field  in  1814. 

Monument  to  general  Samuel  Smith.  At  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Baltimore  county  a few  days 
since,  it  was  resolved  to  take  measures  for  erecting  a 
suitable  monument  to  this  revolutionary  veteran — for 
which  purpose  an  association  was  formed,  of  which 
col.  Joseph  Jamison  is  president,  col.  Beal  Randall 
vice  president,  and  gens.  Tobias  E.  Stansbury,  Joshua 
Taylor,  cols.  B.  W.  Hall,  Robert  C.  Galloway,  Hugh 
Ely;  William  Fell  Johnson,  Charles  Buchanan,  Wm. 

S.  Winder,  Wm.  G.  Howard,  Wm.  Jenkins,  J.  T.  H. 
Worthington,  George  Ellicott,  managers,  and  E.  T.  J. 
Woodward,  secretary. 

ILLINOIS. 


Election.  The  following  are  the  official  return 
of  votes  cast  for  congress  at  the  late  election: 

First  district.  1841.  1840. 


Counties.  Reynolds,  Op. 

Webb, 

W.  V.  B. 

Har. 

Alexander 

248 

262 

424 

299 

Bond 

312 

426 

551 

513 

Clinton 

302 

258 

417 

326 

Franklin 

452 

00 

542 

71 

Gallatin 

920 

272 

1,286 

500 

Hardin 

115 

90 

132 

154 

Jackson 

276 

150 

337 

210 

Johnson 

271 

64 

440 

109 

Macoupin 

664 

530 

812 

632 

Madison 

649 

1,102 

1,184 

1,704 

Monroe 

382 

325 

563 

370 

Perry 

294 

103 

331 

174 

Pope 

80 

160 

268 

391 

Randolph 

601 

587 

817 

715 

St.  Clair 

1,039 

619 

1,783 

989 

Union 

532 

88 

636 

78 

Washington 

411 

120 

493 

149 

Williamson 

410 

111 

578 

103 

Total 

8,004 

5,267 

11,594 

7,487 

Reynolds’  majority  2,734.  Van  Buren’s  do.  4,107. 
Scattering,  167  for  S.  R.  Rowen,  7 for  W.  S.  Gil- 
man. 


Second  district.  1841.  1840. 


Counties.  Anderson,  Op. 

Casey , 

W.  V.  B. 

Har. 

Clay 

130 

275 

338 

218 

Clark 

399 

653 

611 

667 

Champaign 

101 

105 

141 

154 

Coles 

399 

830 

695 

1,109 

Crawford 

309 

344 

392 

421 

Edgar 

515 

434 

720 

783 

Edwards 

77 

168 

212 

311 

Effingham 

190 

119 

207 

52 

Fayette 

450 

434 

645 

442 

Hamilton 

407 

146 

557 

126 

Iroquois 

69 

00 

175 

154 

Jasper 

167 

81 

178 

78 

Jefferson 

550 

264 

727 

210 

Lawrence 

472 

528 

597 

676 

Marion 

371 

236 

573 

174 

Montgomery 

340 

275 

520 

311 

Richland 

27 

56 

ew  county. 

Shelby 

567 

370 

751 

408 

Vermillion 

376 

619 

587 

1,044 

W abash 

166 

322 

254 

509 

Wayne 

White 

361 

209 

500 

205 

429 

603 

639 

770 

Total 
Majority — 

6,872 

■Casey,  199. 

7,071 

10,019  8,822 

Van  Buren  1,197. 
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Third  district.  1841. 


Counties.  Ralston,  Op. 

Stuart,  W. 

Adams 

1,421 

1,557 

Brown 

360 

206 

Bureau 

206 

319 

Cook 

810 

500 

Carroll 

60 

Christian 

34 

Cass 

252 

312 

De  Kalb 

40 

Dupage 

318 

303 

Fulton 

1,110 

1,009 

Green 

963 

686 

Hancock 

523 

1,201 

Henderson 

131 

202 

Jersey 

69 

Jo  Davies 

376 

771 

Kane 

497 

476 

Knox 

523 

566 

Lee 

165 

200 

Lasalle 

1,022 

441 

Logan 

132 

253 

Mason 

100 

168 

McLean 

329 

446 

Macon 

296 

162 

McDonough 

421 

430 

Morgan 

976 

1,105 

Marshall 

148 

165 

Menard 

252 

334 

McHenry 

40 

Ogle 

275 

Peoria 

717 

570 

Pike 

691 

755 

Putnam 

139 

100 

Platt 

51 

46 

Rock  Island 

237 

327 

Sangamon 

988 

1,563 

Scott 

470 

556 

Schuyler 

358 

584 

Stark 

16 

Stephenson 

110 

Tazewell 

361 

744 

Warren 

235 

377 

Winnebago 

223 

493 

Whitesides 

50 

Woodford 

234 

202 

Will 

619 

389 

Total 

16,784 

19,082 

ALABAMA. 

The  general  ticket  system  for  electing  con- 
gressmen, was  enacted  by  a previous  legislature,  and 
the  experiment  tried  at  their  recent  election  of  con- 
gressmen, the  Van  Buren  ticket  being  elected  by  a 
considerable  majority — but  the  law  provided  that  at 
the  election  just  terminated,  the  voters  of  the  state 
should  express  their  will  whether  the  system  should 
be  permanent,  or  whether  elections  for  representatives 
in  future  should  be  by  districts,  as  it  had  formerly 
been. 

The  result  is  in  favor  of  the  district  system — sixty- 
six  of  one  hundred  representatives,  and  all  the  sena- 
tors have  been  instructed  by  their  respective  counties, 
to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  general  ticket  system. 


DISTRIBUTION  BILL. 


AN  ACT 

TO  APPROPRIATE  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALES  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS,  AND  TO  GRANT  PRE-EMPTION 
RIGHTS. 

Ten  per  cent  of  proceeds  derived  from  sales  within,  to 
be  payable  to  certain  states  named,  over  and  above  their 
general  proportion — Proviso  relative  to  Cumberland 
road. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  oj  Jlmerica  in  congress  assembled, 
That  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  of 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Mis- 
souri, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Michigan, 
over  and  above  what  each  of  the  said  states  is  enti- 
tled to  by  the  terms  of  the  compacts  entered  into  be- 
tween them  and  the  United  States,  upon  their  admis- 
sion into  the  union,  the  sum  of  ten  per  centum  upon 
the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
which,  subsequent  to  the  day  aforesaid,  shall  be  made 
within  the  limits  of  each  ot  said  states  respectively: 
Provided,  That  the  sum  so  allowed  to  the  said  states, 
respectively  shall  be  in  no  wise  affected  or  diminish- 
ed on  account  of  any  sums  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore, or  shall  be  hereafter,  applied  to  the  contruction 
or  continuance  of  the  Cumberland  road,  but  that  the 
disbursements  for  the  said  road  shall  remain,  as 


heretofore,  chargeable  on  the  two  per  centum  fund 
provided  for  by  compacts  with  several  of  the  said 
states. 

The  residue,  after  deducting  therefrom  enumerated  ex- 
penses and  Jive  per  cent,  to  neio  states,  to  be  divided 
between  all  the  states  and  territories  according  to  re- 
presentative population  and  to  be  applied  by  their  seve- 
ral legislatures — That  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ap- 
projiriated  to  purposes  of  education — The  right  reserv- 
ed to  regulate  the  price  of,  or  to  transfer  public  lands  to 
states  in  which  they  lie. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  de- 
ducting the  said  ten  per  centum,  and  what  by  the 
compacts  aforesaid,  has  heretofore  been  allowed  to 
the  states  aforesaid,  the  residue  of  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds— which  nett  proceeds  shall  be  ascertained  by 
deducting  from  the  gross  proceeds  all  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  year  for  the  following  objects:  salaries 
and  expenses  on  account  of  the  general  land  office; 
expenses  for  surveying  public  lands;  salaries  and  ex- 
penses in  the  surveyor  general’s  office;  salaries,  com- 
missions and  allowances  to  the  registers  and  receiv- 
ers; the  five  per  centum  to  new  states — of  all  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  wherever  situated, 
which  shall  be  sold  subsequent  to  the  said  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  shall  be  divided  among  the  twen- 
ty-six states  of  the  union  and  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  territories  of  Wiskonsan,  Iowa  and  Flo- 
rida, according  to  their  respective  federal  represen- 
tative population  as  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  to 
be  applied  by  the  legislature  of  the  said  states  to 
such  purposes  as  the  said  legislatures  may  direct: 
Provided,  That  the  distributive  share  to  which  the 
District  of  Columbia  shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  free  schools,  or  education  in  some  other  form, 
as  congress  may  direct:  And  provided,  also,  That  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  the  pre- 
judice of  future  applications  for  a reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  ap- 
plications for  a transfer  of  the  public  lands,  on  rea- 
sonable terms,  to  the  states  within  which  they  lie,  or 
to  make  such  future  disposition  of  the  public  lands, 
or  any  part  thereof,  as  congress  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

Said  portions  to  be  paid  over  half  yearly,  in  January  and 
July. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several 
sums  of  money  received  in  the  treasury  as  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be 
paid  at  the  treasury  half  yearly,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  and  July  in  each  year,  during  the  operation 
of  this  act,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  respec- 
tive legislatures  of  the  said  states  and  territories,  or 
the  governors  thereof  in  case  the  legislature  shall  have 
made  no  such  appointment,  shall  authorise  and  direct 
to  receive  the  same. 

Moneys  so  payable  under  this  act,  shall  be  first  applied  to 
the  payment  of  debts  due  by  such  state  or  territory  to 
the  United  States — Except  the  debts  due  under  the  dis- 
tribution act  of  1836. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  sum  of 
money,  which  at  any  time  may  become  due  and  pay- 
able to  any  state  of  the  union,  or  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  the  portion  of  the 
said  state  or  district  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  shall  be  first  applied  to  the  payment  of 
any  debt,  due  and  payable  from  the  said  state  or  dis- 
trict, to  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  this  shall 
not  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  sum  deposited  with 
the  states  under  the  act  of  congress  of  twenty-third 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  “an 
act  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public  money,” 
nor  any  sums  apparently  due  to  the  United  States  as 
balances  of  debts  growing  out  of  the  transactions  of 
the  revolutionary  war. 

This  act  to  be  suspended  on  commencement  of  any  foreign 
war,  and  so  remain  during  such  war — Provision  in  be- 
half of  new  states  hereafter  admitted. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  until  otherwise  provided  by 
law,  unless  the  United  States  shall  become  involved 
in  war  with  any  foreign  power,  in  which  event,  from 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  this  act  shall  be 
suspended  during  the  continuance  of  such  war:  Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  That  if,  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
this  act,  any  new  state  or  states  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  union,  there  be  assigned  to  such  new  state 
or  states,  the  proportion  of  the  proceeds  accruing 
after  their  admission  into  the  union,  to  which  such 
state  or  states  may  be  entitled,  upon  the  principles  of 
this  act,  together  with  what  such  state  or  states  may 
be  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  compacts  to  be  made  on 
their  admission  into  the  union. 


Appropriation  for  surveying — Present  minimum  price  of 
lands  not  be  increased,  except  of  alternate  sections  upon 
canal  routes — This  act  to  be  void  in  case  of  increase  of 
said  price,  and  to  be  suspended  in  case  of  an  imposi- 
tion of  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  duty  on  importa- 
tions, and  remain  so  suspended  during  the  continuance 
of  such  higher  duty,  and  then  to  be  resumed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  annually  appropriated  for  completing  the  surveys 
of  said  lands  a sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  the  minimum  price  at 
which  the  public  lands  are  now  sold  at  private  sale 
shall  not  be  increased,  unless  congress  shall  think  pro- 
per to  grant  alternate  sections  along  the  line  of  any 
canal  or  other  internal  improvement,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  increase  the  minimum  price  of  the  sections 
reserved;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  be  increased 
by  law,  except  as  aforesaid,  at  any  time  during  the 
operation  of  this  act,  then  so  much  of  this  act  as 
provides  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several 
states  shall  from  and  after  the  increase  of  the  mini- 
mum price  thereof,  cease  and  become  utterly  null 
and  of  no  effect,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Provided,  That  if,  at  any  time  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  an  impo- 
sition of  duties  on  imports  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  March  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  entitled  “an  act  to 
modify  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  all  other  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,”  and  beyond  the  rate 
of  duty  fixed  by  that  act,  to  wit:  twenty  per  cent, 
on  the  value  of  such  imports,  or  any  of  them,  then 
the  distribution  provided  in  this  act  shall  be  suspend- 
ed, and  shall  so  continue  until  this  cause  of  its  suspen- 
sion shall  be  removed;  and  when  removed,  if  not  pre- 
vented by  other  provisions  of  this  act,  such  distribu- 
tion shall  be  resumed. 

Relative  to  the  continuance  of  certain  land  officers. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  may  continue  any  land  district 
in  which  is  situated  the  seat  of  government  of  any 
one  of  the  states,  and  may  continue  the  land  office 
in  such  district,  notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  land 
unsold  in  such  district  may  not  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  acres,  when,  in  his  opinion,  such  con- 
tinuance may  be  required  by  public  convenience,  or 
in  order  to  close  the  land  system  in  such  state  at  a 
convenient  point,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  on 
that  subject,  approved  twelfth  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty. 

Five  hundred  thousand  acres  granted  for  internal  improve- 
ments to  each  state  named  in  the  first  section,  including 
what  has  been  received  by  them  respectively,  of  land  with- 
in their  limit. — Regulations  relative  to  location  thereof 
— A similar  provision  for  each  new  state  hereafter. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  granted  to  each  state  specified  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvement:  Provided,  That  to 
each  of  the  said  states  which  has  already  received 
grants  for  said  purposes  there  is  hereby  granted  no 
more  than  a quantity  of  land  which  shall,  together 
with  the  amount  such  state  has  already  received  as 
aforesaid,  make  five  hundred  thousand  acres;  the  se- 
lections in  all  of  the  said  states  to  be  made  within 
their  limits  respectively  in  such  manner  as  the  legis- 
latures thereof  shall  direct;  and  located  in  parcels, 
conformably  to  sectional  divisions  and  subdivisions, 
of  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
one  location,  on  any  public  land  except  such  as  is  or 
may  be  reserved  from  sale  by  any  law  of  congress  or 
proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
which  said  locations  may  be  made  at  any  time  after 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  said  states  respec- 
tively shall  have  been  surveyed,  according  to  exist- 
ing laws.  And  there  shall  be  and  hereby  is  granted 
to  each  new  state  that  shall  be  hereafter  admitted 
into  the  union,  upon  such  admission,  so  much  land 
as,  including  such  quantity  as  may  have  been  granted 
to  such  state  before  its  admission,  and  while  under  a 
territorial  government,  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement as  aforesaid,  shall  make  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  selected  and  located  a a 
aforesaid. 

Price  thereof  limited — and  purposes  to  which  proceeds 
shall  be  applied,  defined — U.  States  transportation  on 
roads  constructed  thereby  to  be  free. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lands 
herein  granted  to  the  states  above  named  shall  not  be 
disposed  of  at  a price  less  than  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre,  until  otherwise  authorised  by 
a law  of  the  United  States;  and  the  nett  proceeds  of 
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the  sales  of  said  lands  shall  he  faithfully  applied  to 
objects  of  internal  improvement  within  the  states 
aforesaid  respectively,  namely:  roads,  railways} 
bridges,  canals  and  improvement  of  water-courses, 
and  draining  of  swamps;  and  such  roads,  railways, 
canals,  bridges  and  water-courses,  when  made  or 
improved,  shall  be  free  for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mail,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  for  the 
passage  of  their  troops,  without  the  payment  of  any 
toll  whatever. 

Pre-Emption  right  of  bona  fide  settlers,  to  one-quarter  sec- 
tion, including  their  residence — Exceptions  thereto — 
Proviso  in  the  act  of  22ci  June,  1838,  and  orders  there- 
under, repealed  except  as  to  titles  acquired  thereunder. 
Sec.  10.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted , That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  every  person,  being  the 
head  of  a family,  or  widow,  or  single  man,  over  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  being  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  having  filed  his  declaration  of  in- 
tention to  become  a citizen,  as  required  by  the  natu- 
ralization laws,  who,  since  the  first  day  of  June,  A. 
D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  has  made,  or  shall 
hereafter  make,  a settlement  in  person  on  the  public 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been,  at  the  time 
of  such  settlement,  extinguished,  and  which  has 
been,  or  shall  have  been  surveyed  prior  thereto,  and  | 
who  shall  inhabit  and  improve  the  same,  and  who 
has  or  shall  erect  a dwelling  thereon,  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  authorised  to  enter  with  the  register  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  in  which  such  land  may  lie, 
by  legal  sub-divisions,  any  number  of  acres  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  sixty,  or  a quarter  section 
of  land,  to  include  tbe  residence  of  such  claimant, 
upon  paying  to  the  United  States  the  minimum  price 
of  such  land,  subject,  however,  to  the  following  limi- 
tations and  exceptions:  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
more  than  one  pre-emptive  right  by  virtue  of  this  act; 
no  person  who  is  the  proprietor  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  any  state  or  territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  person  who  shall  quit  or  aban- 
don his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  the 
public  land  in  the  same  state  or  territory,  shall  ac- 
quire any  right  of  pre-emption  under  this  act;  no 
lands  included  in  any  reservation,  by  any  treaty,  law, 
or  proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
or  reserved  for  salines,  or  for  other  purposes;  no 
lands  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools,  nor  the 
lands  acquired  by  either  of  the  two  last  treaties  with 
the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  or 
which  may  he  acquired  of  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  In- 
dians in  the  state  of  Ohio,  or  other  Indian  reservation 
to  which  the  title  has  been  or  may  he  extinquished 
by  the  United  States  at  any  time  during  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act;  no  sections  of  land  reserved  to  the 
United  States  alternate  to  other  sections  granted  to 
any  of  the  states  for  the  construction  of  any  canal, 
rail  road,  or  other  public  improvement;  no  sections  or 
fractions  of  sections  included  within  the  limits  of  any 
incorporated  town;  no  portions  of  the  public  lands 
which  have  been  selected  as  the  site  for  a city  or  j 
town;  no  parcel  or  lot  of  land  actually  settled  and  j 
occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  not  agricul- 
ture; and  no  lands  on  which  are  situated  any  known 
salines  or  mines,  shall  he  liable  to  entry  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  so  much  of 
the  proviso  of  the  act  of  twenty-second  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  or  any  order  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  as  directs  certain  re- 
servations to  be  made  in  favor  of  certain  claims  un- 
der the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed:  Provided,  That  such  repeal 
shall  not  affect  any  title  to  any  tract  of  land  secured 
in  virtue  of  said  treaty. 

Right  of  pre-emption  insures  to  the  first  settler  who  claims 
thereunder — to  be  determined  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
subject  to  appeal,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  two  or 
more  pei’sons  shall  have  settled  on  the  same  quarter 
section  of  land,  the  right  of  pre-emption  shall  be  in 
him  or  her  who  made  the  first  settlement,  provided 
such  persons  shall  conform  to  the  other  provisions  of 
this  act;  and  all  questions  as  to  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion arising  between  different  settlers  shall  he  settled 
by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district  within 
which  the  land  is  situated,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  and 
a revision  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Proof  of  settlement  required — Fee  to  register — Assign- 
ments prior  to  issuing  patents,  void. 

Sec.  12.  And  bp  it  further  enacted,  That  prior  to  any 
entries  being  made  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  proof  of  the  settlement  and  im- 
provement thereby  required  shall  he  made  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
district  in  which  such  lands  may  lie,  agreeably  to 
such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  who  shall  each  be  entitled  to  receive 


fifty  cents  from  each  applicant  for  his  services  to  be 
rendered  as  aforesaid;  and  all  assignments  and  trans- 
fers of  the  right  hereby  secured  prior  to  the  issuing 
of  the  patent  shall  he  null  and  void. 

Oath  required  of  the  claimant  to  pre-emption — Penalty  and 
forfeiture  in  case  of  perjury — Certificate  required. 
Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  before  any 
person  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  he  al- 
lowed to  enter  such' lands,  he  or  she  shall  make  oath 
before  the  receiver  or  register  of  the  land  district  in 
which  the  land  is  situated  (who  are  hereby  authorised 
to  administer  the  same)  that  he  or  she  has  never  had 
the  benefit  of  any  right  of  pre-emption  under  this 
act;  that  he  or  she  is  not  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  any  state  or  territory  of 
the  United  States,  nor  hath  he  or  she  settled  upon 
and  improved  said  land  to  sell  the  same  on  specula- 
tion, hut  in  good  faith  to  appropriate  it  to  his  or  her 


equal  instalments;  the  first  to  be  paid  on  the  first  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and 
the  other  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-three,  so  far  as  the  same  may  then 
have  accrued,  and  quarterly,  as  the  same  may  accrue 
after  said  period:  Provided,  That  the  legislature  of 
said  state  shall  pass  an  act,  declaring  their  acceptance 
of  said  relinquishment  in  full  of  said  fund,  accrued 
and  accruing,  and  also  embracing  a provision,  to  be 
unalterable  without  the  consent  of  congress,  that  the 
whole  of  said  two  per  cent,  fund  shall  be  faithfully 
applied  to  the  construction  of  a rail  road,  leading 
from  Brandon,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  said  state,  in  the  direction,  as 
near  as  may  be,  of  the  towns  of  Selma,  Caliaba  and 
Montgomery,  in  the  state  of  Alabama. 

Similar  provision  in  behalf  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  i!  further  enacted,  That  the  two  per 


own  exclusive  use  or  benefit;  and  that  he  or  she  has  Proceeds  of  the  lauds  sold  by  the 

not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any  agreement  or  , United  States,  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  since  the  first 
contract,  in  any  way  or  manner,  with  any  person  or  day  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

j. i j.i.  _ itj.i . 1.  u ~ ...  rnnp.tfip.iv  c\r\c\  rp.sp.rvp.fi  hv  tViP.  not  p.ntitlp.n  “An  art  to 


persons  whatsoever,  by  which  the  title  which  he  or 
she  might  acquire  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States  should  enure,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  the  bene- 
fit of  any  person  except  himself  or  herself ; and  if 
any  person  talcing  such  oath  shall  swear  falsely  in  the 
premises,  he  or  she  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  pains 


nineteen,  and  reserved  by  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  territory  to  form 
a constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  state  into  the  union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  states,”  for  the  making  of  a 
road  or  roads  leading  to  the  said  state,  be,  and  the 


and  penalties  of  perjury,  and  shall  forfeit  the  money  I same  >s  hereby  relinquished  to  the  said  state  of  Ala- 
which  he  or  she  may  have  paid  for  said  land,  and  all  bama,  payable  in  two  equal  instalments,  the  fir=tto  be 
right  and  title  to  the  same;  and  any  grant  or  convey-  j Paid  on  the  first  day  ol  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
ance  which  he  or  she  may  have  made,  except  in  the  \ dred  and  xorty-two,  and  the  other  on  the  first  dajr  of 
hands  of  bona  fide  purchasers,  for  a valuable  consi-  ; ^ay>  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  foi\y-three,  so 
deration,  shall  he  null  and  void.  And  it  shall  he  the  ^ar  as  the  same  has  accrued,  and  quarterly,  as  the 
duty  of  the  officer  administering  such  oath  to  file  a same  hereafter  may  accrue:  Provided,  That  the  legis- 
certificate  thereof  in  the  public  land  office  of  such  tature  oi  said  state  shall  first  pass  an  act  declaring 
district,  and  to  transmit  a duplicate  copyto  the  gene-  their  acceptance  of  said  relinquishment,  and  also 


ral  office,  either  of  which  shall  be  good  and  sufficient 
evidence  that  such  oath  was  administered  accordin 
to  law. 


embracing  a provision,  to  he  unalterable  without  the 
consent  of  congress,  that  the  whole  of  said  two  per 
cent,  fund  shall  he  faithfully  applied,  under  the  direc- 
, tion  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  to  the  connexion, 
This  act  shall  not  delay  sales  of  land  under  the  president's  by  some  means  of  internal  improvement,  of  the  navi- 
proclamation,  nor  avail  persons  who  fail  to  make  proof  , gable  waters  of  the  bay  of  Mobile  with  the  Tennes- 
o/  payment,  and  file  affidavit  required.  | s®e.  river>  and  to  the  construction  of  a continuous  line 

^ „ n , , • n , , _i  . .i  - J of  internal  improvements  from  a point  on  the  Chat- 

feec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  this_  act  tahoochie  river,  opposite  West  Point,  in  Georgia, 
shall  not  delay  the  sale  of  any  of  the  public  lands  of  across  t]le  state  of  Alabama,  in  a direction  to  Jack- 
the  United  States  beyond  the  time  which  has  been,  or ; ^ in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 


may  be,  appointed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  presi- 
dent, nor  shall  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  available 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  fail  to  make  the 
proof  and  payment,  and  file  the  affidavit  required  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
sales  as  aforesaid. 

Setters  who  fail  in  specified  time  to  file  a description  of 
land  so  settled,  or  to  make  the  proof,  affidavit  and  pay- 
ment required  therefor,  said  land  may  be  subject  to  the 
entry  of  any  other  purchaser. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
any  person  has  settled  or  shall  settle  and  improve  a : 


JOHN  WHITE, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD, 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  September  4,  1841. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
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VOTES  IN  EXECUTIVE  SESSION 

tract  of  land,  subject  at  the  time  of  settlement  to  From  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  teas  removed  by  the 
private  entry,  and  shall  intend  to  purchase  the 
same  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  person 
shall  in  the  first  case,  within  three  months  after  the 


senate. 

ON  THE  NOMINATION  OP  EDWARD  EVERETT. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Choat,  Clay,  of 
passage  of  the  same,  and  in  the  last  within  thirty  Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington, 
days  next  aftqr  the  date  of  such  settJement,  file  with  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
the  register  of  the  proper  district  a written  state-  Prentiss,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Inda.  Southard, 


ment  describing  the  land  settled  upon,  and  declaring 
the  intention  of  such  person  to  claim  the  same  un- ' 
der  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  shall,  where  such 
settlement  is  already  made,  within  twelve  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  where  it  shall 
hereafter  be  made,  within  the  same  period  after  the 
date  of  such  settlement,  make  the  proof,  affidavit, 
and  payment  herein  required:  and  if  he  or  she  shall 
fail  to  file  such  written  statement  as  aforesaid,  or 
shall  fail  to  make  such  affidavit,  proof  and  payment 
within  the  twelve  months  aforesaid,  the  tract  of 
land  so  settled  and  improved  shall  be  subject  to  the 
entry  of  any  other  purchaser. 

Two  per  cent,  of  proceeds  of  public  lands  sold  in  the  state 
of  Mississippi  since  1SI7 , and  by  the  act  admitting  that 
stale  into  the  union,  and  the  supplements  thereto,  relinr  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton, 

* 1 ' ."L  .lnnv.  C!iv\I  + L rtf  Grt  linnnf  1 Oil  t ffflll'fl 

quished  to  that  state,  and  payable  in  instalments:  Pro- 
vided said  state  pass  an  act  cf  relinquishment,  &(c. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  two  per 
cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  sold  by  the  United  States  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  since  the  first  day  of  December, 
cne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  by  the 
act  entitled  “an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  wes- 
tern part  of  the  Mississippi  territory  to  form  a con- 
stitution and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  state  into  the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states,”  and  all  acts  supplemental  there- 
to, reserved  for  the  making  of  a road  or  roads  lead- 
ing to  said  state,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  relin- 
quished to  the  state  of  Mississippi,  payable  in  two 


Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Preston,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Woodbury, 
Young — 19. 

ON  THE  NOMINATION  OF  CHARLES  B.  PENROSF,. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phcips,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
“ * , — ” ' Ni- 

cholson, Sevier,"  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young-r— 22. 

ON  THE  NOMINATION  OF  JOEL  EASTMAN. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Huntington,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge— 22. 

NAYS — -Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn,  Walker, 
Woodbury,  Young — 16. 

ON  THE  NOMINATION  OF  JAMES  WILSON. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham, 
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Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  Mcllobcrts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 21. 

ON  THE  NOMINATION  OF  BELA  BADGER. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Evans,  Mangum,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 1G. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mer- 
rick, Mouton,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wood- 
bury, Young — 25. 

Legislative  Department. 

September  9.  The  president  of  the  senate  com- 
municated a letter  from  the  treasury  department,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  calling  for  the  amount 
of  “Indian  money  belonging  to  legacies  or  trust  funds 
which  had  been  invested  in  state  stocks,”  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing held  in  Sussex  county,  Va.  condemning  the  mea- 
sure of  the  present  administration  and  sustaining  the 
veto.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed.  ' 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a statement  showing  the 
annual  product  of  the  duties  laid  on  bank  notes,  bills  ol 
exchange,  and  bank  discounts,  by  the  act  of  congress 
approved  2.1  August,  1823,  and  continued  in  force  until 
the  year  1S17. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  some  days  since,  fixing  the  time  of  ad- 
journment of  the  present  session  of  congress.  He 
was  exceedingly  anxious  that  the  session  should  be 
brought  to  a close. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  a wish  that  the  resolution 


popular  branch,  which  had  the  supervision  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  nation.  That  body  had  in  two  se- 
veral instances  rejected  this  proposition.  It  had  been 
demonstrated  that  just  at  this  moment  there  was  a 
prospect  of  an  important  treaty;  and  to  effect  this 
marvellous  retrenchment  of  §4,500,  by  which  we 
were  to  immortalise  the  extra  session,  we  should  fore- 
go these  important  advantages! 

Mr.  Mangum  could  not  yield  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience  to  the  decisions  of  the  other  house,  or  the 
will  of  the  executive.  There  was  no  probability  of 
a treaty  there,  and  he  was  opposed  to  retaining  this 
item  of  expense. 

Mr.  King  thought  if  the  gentleman  from  North  Ca- 
rolina would  reflect,  he  would  change  his  course. — 
The  president,  the  secretary  of  state  and  those  who 
had  the  charge  of  our  foreign  affairs  had  thought  this 


entire  report  in  their  daily  paper;  secondly,  to  furnish 
proof  slips  thereof  to  any  other  paper  in  the  Disirict  of 
Columbia,  the  publishers  of  which  will  agree  to  publish 
the  same  entire;  and  thirdly,  to  furnish  two  copies  of  the 
report  for  the  use  of  each  member  of  the  senate,  by  nine 
o’clock  on  the  ensuing  morning. 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be.  and  he 
is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  cause  a gallery  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  said  reporters  to  be  construct- 
ed immediately  over  the  chair  of  the  president  of  the  se- 
nate. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Bayard  in  its  favor, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  striking  out  “secretary  of  the  senate”  and 
inserting  “president  of  the  senate.” 

This  was  rejected. 

After  brief  remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  wished  the 
resolution  postponed  till  to-morrow,  and  by  Messrs. 


was  necessary,  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  Walker  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  He  was  the  last  man  tion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  a vote  of  28 
that  would  submit  to  executive  dictation,  but  he  yeas  to  11  nays. 

thought  this  experiment  should  be  made,  and  the  ser-  A message  from  the  house  was  received,  that  it 

vice  continued  till  a sufficient  time  could  be  given  to  bad  passed  a joint  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of 
realise  its  advantages,  if  any  were  to  be  derived  from  | the  present  session  of  congress,  on  Monday,  the  13th 
it.  instant,  at  11  o’clock. 

jMr.  Rives  would  repeat  what  he  had  before  stated  1 This  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second 
to  the  senate,  that  we  had  just  received  information  ' reading. 

from  our  charge  at  that  place,  that  there  was  now  a Mr.  Tallmadge  objected  to  its  second  reading  now. 

probability  of  making  a treaty  with  that  country,  of  | Mr.  Wright  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  this  re- 

an  important  character  to  our  country.  We  had  ] solution  did  not  require  three  reading;  and  after  some 
slept  over  this  very  appropriation  for  years,  while  | conversation,  the  point  of  order  being  sustained, 
the  mission  had  been  useless,  and  it  was  most  extra-  Mr.  Preston  moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
ordinary  that  now  this  appropriation  should  be  cut ; declaring  that  the  act  of  1789  for  the  regulation  of 


off,  at  a time  when  it  was  most  important. 


the  treasury  department,  and  the  resolution  of  1816 


might  be  acted  on  at  once.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  J sistent  with  his  principles.  They  had  not,  at  the 
side  had  the  power,  and  they  could  fix  their  own  time;  ; time,  he  said,  been  informed  of  the  veto  of  the  “Fis- 
and  he  really  thought  iliey  ought  to  agree  to  name  cal  Corporation,”  which  further  demonstrated  the 


the  day. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  the  vote  stood 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Monton,  Nicholson.  Sevier,  Smilh,  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow.  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Graham.  Hender- 
son, Huntington.  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mi'ler,  Morehead, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of'Inda.  Southard, 
Tallmade  White — 21. 

Mr.  King  moved  that  the  senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  Bayard  said  he  was  desirous  that  the  report 
which  he  had  submitted  yesterday  in  relation  to  re- 
porting should  be  read  a second  time. 

Mr.  King  observed  if  it  were  read  it  would  have  to 
be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Bayard  said  that  he  desired  to  have  it  acted  on. 

Mr.  King  thought  there  was  some  senators  averse 
to  taking  it  up  then. 


Messrs.  Walker,  Tappan  and  Berrien,  opposed  the  | making  further  provisions  on  this  subject,  do  not  pro- 
insisting  on  the  amendment.  The  question  was  then  vide  sufficient  regulation  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
taken,  and  the  senate  refused  to  insist  on  its  amend-  disbursement  of  the  public  treasury,  and  that  con- 
ment,  from  which  they  receded.  I gross  ought  not  to  adjourn  until  other  provisions  for 

The  other  amendments  of  the  house,  appropriat-  the  protection  of  the  treasury  are  made:  and  further, 
ing  for  extra  salary  of  the  ostler  of  the  house  oi  re-  that  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  for  the  deposit 

of  the  public  funds,  in  specie-paying  banks  of  the 
states,  under  such  forms  and  regulations  as  may  best 
secure  their  safe  custody. 

Mr.  King  hoped  the  senator  would  not  press  this 
amendment.  It  had  no  relation  to  the  matter  before 
| them,  which  was  a resolution  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Preston  said  the  resolution  was  to  adjourn;  and 
this  amendment  provided  that  a contingency  should 
j take  place  before  the  adjournment.  The  condition 
; of  the  country  was  this;  two  efforts  at  a regulation 
for  the  public  finances  had  been  made  by  congress, 
I which  had  not  met  with  executive  approbation.  It 
was  perfectly  clear  from  the  last  veto  of  the  presi- 
dent that,  during  the  present  administration,  a bank 
of  the  United  States  is  not  to  be  established.  That 
being  the  case,  it  furnishes  a new  basis  for  congress 
to  start  upon,  in  the  various  experiments  to  be  made, 
in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  the  finances.  The  sub- 


presentatives,  and  a sum  not  exceeding  §273  00  for 
binding  the  catalogue  of  the  congress  library,  were 
agreed  to. 

Thus  the  bill  was  finally  passed. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  resolutions  and  proceedings 
of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Albemarle  county,  Virgi- 
nia, against  a national  bank,  denying  its  constitution- 
ality, and  approving  the  veto  of  the  president,  as  con- 


president’s  inflexibility  and  devotion  to  principle. 
On  his  motion  they  were  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tappan  presented  resolutions  and  proceedings 
of  the  same  character,  from  citizens  of  Pike  county, 
Ohio;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


The  bill  to  repeal  a portion  of  the  6th  section  of  i treasury  had  utterly  tailed  in  the  estimation  of  the 
, d..  a , .<■  ii :iu~ — o„  I oeoDle.  and  oi  comrress.  Before  the  sub-treasury 


the  act  of  1838  for  the  support  of  the  military  acade- 
my of  the  United  States,  and  authorising  the  invest-  ' 


people,  and  of  congress. 

was  setablished,  for  years  a certain  portion  of  con- 


ment  of  trust  funds  in  United  States  stocks,  was  ta-  j »r1ess1>  lengtn  the  whole,  denounced  a system 

ken  up,  and  the  amendments  of  the  house  agreed  to, 


which  left  at  the  control  of  the  executive  the  finan- 
except  that  providing  that  said  stocks  shall  not  bear  j c®s  of  the  country.  They  all  came  to  the  conclusion 

lesao  /-»i*  irv+orv'ct  thon  civ  npp  ppnt  indoor!  nf  1 that  SduitlOllSil  legislation  OI  SOIHC  KUld  W3.S  nCCGSSa- 


a less  rate  of  interest  than  six  per  cent,  instead  of ; 1 

five  per  centum,  as  provided  by  the  amendment  of  the  I ry-  , _ - 

senate  , condition  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  was 

This  amendment  of  the  senate  was  insisted  on;  and  that,  which  he,  for  one,  nad  disapprobated  and  de- 
an amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Woodbury  agreed  to,  j nounced  for  a series  of  years;  and  he  had  not  chang- 
which  provides  for  the  retaining  of  three  clerks  in  ! eL*  bls  °Plalon  on  f"e  subject.  He  was  not  willing 
the  treasury  department,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  I ®v®n  *or  l 'e  shortest  period,  the  treasury  oi  the 
1836,  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public  money,  United  States  should  oeleft  to  the  discretion  and  con- 


He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  present 


Mr.  Bayard  had  no  disposition  to  press  it.  The  until’ the  state  of  the  treasury  is  such  as  they  can  be  tro1  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  as  it 
bieet  could  be  taken  up  to-morrow.  dionnnsprl  with  stood  under  the  law  of  1789.  He  did  not  think  it 


subject  could  be  taken  up 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  after  having  spent  some  time 
therein,  the  senate  again  resumed  its  legislative  ses- 
sion, when  the  revenue  bill  from  the  house  was  re- 
ceived, and  the  amendments  of  that  body  were  con- 
curred in,  save  that  which  provides  that  no  duty  that 
may  be  laid  or  collected  by  virtue  of  the  second  sec- 
tion shall  exceed  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  this  amendment  was  disa- 
greed to;  and  a committee  of  conference  order  on  the 
part  of  the  senate.  The  senatd  then  adjourned. 

September  10.  The  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
having  been  returned  from  the  house,  was  taken  up, 
for  the  purpose  of  concurring  in  its  amendments. — 
The  house  had  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate,  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  salary  of 
a charge  at  Naples. 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  that  the  senate  insist  on  its 


dispensed  with.  „ , 

A ,,  was  proper  tor  congress,  or  that  they  could  conscien- 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Berrien,  the  committee  on  the  >,•  ..X,  ‘o-  r,,io-  ...  , ,,, 

. , , „ ’ , nousiy  adjourn  while  the  public  treasury  was  in  the 

judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  turtner  consider- 
ation of  the  : 
the  title  to  the 
The  resolution 

the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a report  at  nexfscs-  ed  by  both  houses  of  congress,  providing  in  his 
smn  of  the  amount  of  duties  received  on  bank  notes,  p,9)  jud„,nent,  sufficient  guaranty  for  the  safe- 

behveen  the  years  of  1813  and  1817,  was  adopted  ^ ■ '0f  the  treasury.  That  condition  had  been 

The  following  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  altered”  and  he  did  not  wish  to  stand  before  the  coun- 
Mr  Bayard  from  the  select  committee,  with  regard  t aoquiescing  in  that  state  of  things  which  he  bc. 

to  the  employment  of  reporters,  came  up,  on  its  sc-  lieJvcd  £;ghly  impoiitic  and  improper.  He,  therefore, 

cona  rea  ing:  wished  congress,  before  they  adjourned,  to  endeavor 

Resolved,  I hat  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be.  and  he  , +i-  , 1F-  J-  • ’ . iV 

is  hereby  authorised  and  d, reeled  to  employ  a corps  of  I1?  ef?ct  soule  thmf  HI9  ofmon  was  that  they 
reporters,  not  exceeding  five  in  number,  at  the  com-  sh°,lla  arrange  a system  of  state  banks,  by  a proper 
me n cement  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  report  the  pro-  an(*  cautious  use  oi  which,  the  finances  might  oe  con- 
ceedings  and  debates  of  the  senate,  who  shall  bc  sworn  ducted. 

or  affirmed  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  of-  Mr.  Buchanan  was  rejoiced  to  hear  the  opinion  of 


amendment.  It  was  a matter  of  little  interest  to  him,  ! lice,  and  shall  be  allowed  a compensation,  to  be  paid  out  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  in  one  par- 


but  he  thought  it  was  incumbent  on  them,  in  consis- 
tency with  their  professions  of  retrenchment,  to  dis- 
pense with  this  cumbrous  item  of  expense,  for  which 
no  necessity  existed,  and  from  which  no  advantage 
could  arise. 

Mr.  Rives  hoped,  with  all  deference  to  the  senator 
from  North  Carolina,  that  the  senator  would  not  in- 
sist. This  matter  had  been  fully  examined  in  the 


of  the  funds  for  contingent  expense-e  not  exceeding  sixty  . ticular  agreed  with  him;  he  heartily  rejoiced  tha  t all 
dollars  per  week  lor  ihe  principal  reporter,  and  fihy  dul- , hope  of  a bank  with  private  stockholders  was  set  at 
lars  .per  week  for  each  of  the  others.  I he  bus, ness  of  re-  nought  during  the  present  administration.  He  be- 
porling  shall  be  so  conducted,  that  fhe  entire  report  ol  the  | lioTnd  SOme  system  of  finance  should  be  adopted, 
proceedings  and  debat-  s of  each  day  shall  within  three  1 , . F.,  . 

hours  alter  the  adjournment  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  but  considered  it  impossible  at  this  late  period  of  the 
the  primer.  The  publica fion  of  the  report  shall  be  com-  session  devise  any  plan.  He  was  willing  to  give 
ru  tted  to  the  publishers  of  such  one  of  the  daily  papers  the  president,  and  members  of  congress  an  opporiu- 
as  will  engage,  free  from  all  charge,  first,  to  publish  die  1 bity  to  devise  the  best  made  of  keeping  the  public 
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money,  separated  from  banks  and  the  independent 
treasury,  to  which  he  was  earnestly  devoted,  and 
which  he  believed  would  return  at  last. 

Mr.  Walker  was  sorry  to  hear  the  opinions  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston ),  and  ex- 
pressed his  uncompromising  hostility  to  the  system  of 
stcitc  banks. 

Mr.  Bayard  was  in  favor  of  adjournment  by  Mon- 
day, but  thought  the  resolution,  as  there  was  now 
business  pending  between  the  two  houses  which 
must  be  accomplished  before  a time  for  adjournment 
was  fixed,  should  not  be  adopted. 

He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table  till  to-morrow,  when  he  had  no  doubt  it 
might  be  taken  up  and  adopted.  This  motion  was 
carried  by  a vote  of  20  to  16. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  joint  committee  of  conference 
on  the  revenue  bill,  reported  a substitute  agreed  on 
by  the  committee  for  the  amendments  of  both  houses, 
which  provides,  that  if  in  virtue  of  this  (the  2d)  sec- 
tion any  duty  exceeding  the  rate  of  20  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  shall  be  levied  prior  to  the  30th  June, 
1842,  the  same  shall  not,  in  any  case,  affect  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands,  as  provided  for  by  the 
act  passed  at  this  session  of  congress;  and  further, 
that  no  duty  higher  than  20  per  centum  ad  valorem 
shall  be  levied  and  paid  in  virtue  of  said  section  on 
any  unmanufactured  articles. 

This,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  adopted;  and  the 
senate  proceeded  to  executive  business,  in  which 
they  were  engaged  during  the  day. 

September  11.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore the  body  a communication  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment, in  compliance  with  a resolution  calling  for 
the  amount  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
reported  without  amendment  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  house  of  representatives  providing  that  the  pub- 
lic printing  for  the  executive  departments  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted at  a rate  not  higher  than  that  paid  for  con- 
gressional printing,  as  established  by  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  with  a recommendation  that  it  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

This  report  led  to  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Clay, 
Clayton,  King,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Woodbury  and  others; 
when  it  appeared  that  there  was  a law  now  in  force 
directing  the  departments  to  issue  proposals  and  con- 
tract for  the  printing  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives fixing  the  adjournment  of  the  two  houses  on 
Monday,  the  13th  instant,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  know  that  he  should  oppose  any 
obstacle  to  the  resolution,  as  the  two  bills  he  desired 
to  see  disposed  of  before  any  day  was  fixed  for  the 
adjournment  had  now  been  disposed  of.  It  might  be 
inquired,  however,  whether,  in  case  of  certain  events 
taking  place  it  would  not  require  a little  more  time. 
He  would  suggest  a slight  amendment  of  the  resolu- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  words  11  o’clock,  which  would 
then  leave  the  whole  of  that  day  at  their  discretion. 

Mr.  Wright  thought  it  better  to  pass  the  resolution 
at  once,  in  its  present  form,  though  he  had  no  mate- 
rial objection  to  the  suggestion  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  in- 
serting that  which  he  had  offered  yesterday,  “de- 
claring it  inexpedient  to  adjourn  until  some  law  were 
passed  for  placing  the  public  money  under  the  control 
of  law,”  &c.  He  thought  the  deposite  act  of  1836, 
with  some  slight  modification,  would  effect  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view.  He  was  aware  of  the  disincli- 
nation which  gentlemen  felt  to  remain  any  longer  at 
this  hot  and  exhausting  season.  With  regard  to  him- 
self, however,  individually,  he  would  make  any  per- 
sonal sacrifice  to  attain  so  desirable  an  end. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  if  the  question  could  not  be  divided, 
for  while  he  would  have  no  objection  to  the  asser- 
tion of  the  insufficiency  of  the  act  of  1789  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  money,  yet  the  other 
branch  of  the  proposition  might  be  attended  with 
some  difficulty.  He  had  no  objection  to  say  that  the 
purse  and  the  sword  should  not  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  president,  but  to  remain  until  some  plan  was  de- 
vised by  which  the  public  money  could  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  law  might  not  be  so  convenient.  The 
president  had  signed  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasury and  the  pet  bank  system,  and  in  his  (Mr.  C’s) 
opinion  very  properly,  but  then  he  had  refused  to 
sign  the  bill  for  a national  bank,  Mr.  C.  would  not 
say  very  improperly,  but  only  that  he  regretted  it 
very  deeply.  What  other  system  then  could  be  de- 
vised likely  to  meet  the  views  of  the  president?  If 
the  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina  will  say 
what  sort  of  a system  can  be  proposed  which  would 
neither  be  sub-treasury,  pet  bank  nor  national  bank, 
that  would  meet  the  approval  of  the  president  and  at 


the  same  time  effect  the  object  which  all  so  much 
desired,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  like  to  be  informed  of  it, 
and  then  he  might  be  disposed  to  remain  until  it 
could  be  brought  to  maturity.  He  very  much  doubt- 
ed if  the  wit  of  man  could  devise  apian  unconnected 
with  the  three  systems;  he  believed  that  he  had  some 
wit,  but  certainly  not  enough  to  effect  this  object. 
Painful  as  was  the  alternative  of  leaving  the  sword 
and  the  purse  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  (true  it 
was  an  empty  purse),  he  feared  it  must  be  yielded  to 
for  the  present.  The  president  had  said  that  he 
would  prepare  a plan  which  he  would  submit  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  congress.  What  this  plan  would 
be  remained  to  be  seen.  It  had  been  said  that  it  was 
an  institution  to  act  as  a fiscal  agent,  free  from  all 
constitutional  objections. 

Mr.  Wright  expressed  the  hope  that  these  old 
grounds  would  not  be  travelled  over  again,  but  that 
gentlemen  would  confine  themselves  to  the  question 
before  them,  which  was  fixing  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  King  objected  to  the  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina (Mr.  Preston ) appending  to  a resolution  to  ad- 
journ congress  a matter  with  which  it  had  no  proper 
connexion.  His  proposition  should  be  put  by  itself, 
and  the  resolution  either  adopted  or  modified.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  embarrassed  with 
this  addition. 

It  seemed  to  be  kept  out  of  view  that  the  repeal  of 
the  independent  treasury  and  the  deposit  bank  system 
was  pressed  upon  the  president,  and  that  he  yielded, 
expecting  congress  would  offer  him  a constitutional 
substitute.  But  the  gentleman  opposite  did  not  offer 
him  one  of  such  a character.  Why  did  they  sweep 
away  the  law  which  protected  the  treasury?  Why 
were  they  in  such  imprudent  haste  to  sweep  away 
what  they  called  the  “rubbish”  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  their  new  edifice?  It  was  their  own  fault  if 
the  treasury  was  not  now  under  the  control  of  law. 
Because  they  could  not  get  a United  States  bank, 
they  are  forced  to  leave  the  treasury,  as  it  was  left 
for  many  a year,  under  the  control  of  the  law  of  1789. 
That  law  would  be  found  as  efficient  now  as  it  ever 
was.  As  to  the  cant  about  the  union  of  the  purse 
and  the  sword,  all  that  was  well  understood  by  the 
country,  and  might  go  for  what  it  was  worth.  It  did 
well  enough  on  the  stump,  for  electioneering  pur- 
poses, but  the  day  was  gone  by  when  American 
statesmen  could  make  use  of  it,  with  any  effect,  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  senator  from  Alabama  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  any  reproach  had  been  offer- 
ed or  intended  to  be  offered  against  the  president; 
but  reproaches  from  that  side  had  been  made  against 
them  for  repealing  the  sub-treasury,  a measure  which 
had  been  recommended  by  the  president,  as  well  as 
some  substitute  for  it  at  the  same  time,  which  every 
body  then  understood  to  have  meant  a bank  of  the 
U.  States.  The  measures  were  taken  up  pretty  much 
in  the  order  they  were  suggested,  and  both  were 
before  the  president  at  the  same  time,  and  he  signed 
the  one  and  rejected  the  other.  The  bills  were  placed 
before  him,  in  order  that  he  might,  in  the  event  of  not 
signing  the  bank  bill  have  refused  to  sign  the  other. 
When  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  pressing  the  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  sub-treasury,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  pro- 
tested against  it,  and  said  it  was  treating  the  president 
with  indelicacy;  that  it  was 'embarrassing  him,  and 
the  like,  to  bring  this  measure  before  him  at  a time 
when  the  bank  bill  was  pending;  but  he  and  his 
friends  thought  it  right  that  the  whole  subject  should 
be  placed  before  the  executive,  so  that  he  could  act 
on  his  discretion. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Preston, 
Walker,  Calhoun,  Tappan,  Henderson  and  Woodbury, 
Mr.  Preston  withdrew  his  amendment,  as  not  seem- 
ing to  find  favor  on  either  side  of  the  senate. 

Mr . Clay  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “eleven 
o’clock;”  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business,  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

September  13.  Mr.  Benton  desired  to  submit  a 
resolution.  It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that 
some  days  since  a senator  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Ba- 
yard) had  submitted  a resolution,  which  he  gave  no- 
tice he  should  call  up  for  consideration  at  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  Bayard's  resolution  is  in  the  following  words: 

“Whereas  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  functions  as  a deliberative  assembly,  did,  on  the 
‘28th  of  March,  1834,  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

“ ‘Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws,  but  in  derogation  oi  both.’ 

“And  whereas  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the  16th  day  of 
January,  1837,  the  senate,  in  reference  to  the  above  reso- 
lution, adopted  another  as  follows: 

“ ‘Resolved,  That  the  said  resolved  be  expunged  from 
the  journal:  and  for  that  purpose,  that  the  secretary  of  the 


senate,  at  such  time  as  the  senate  may  appoint,  shall 
bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the  session  of  1833-’4  into 
the  senate,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  senate,  draw  black 
lines  round  the  said  resolve,  ai  d write  across  the  face 
thereof,  in  strong  letters,  the  words  following:  Expunged 
by  order  of  the  senate  this  16th  day  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1837.’ 

“And  whereas  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ex- 
pressly requires  that  each  house  of  congress  shall  keep  a 
journal  of  its  proceedings,  meaning  thereby  to  preserve  a 
faithful  and  permanent  record  of  those  proceedings. 

“And  whereas  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  inde- 
pendently of  its  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  func- 
tions, has  the  inherent  right,  as  a deliberative  assembly, 
to  express  its  opinions,  which  can  be  done  only  by  reso- 
lutions— which  opinions,  when  thus  expressed,  become 
part  of  its  proceedings,  of  which  the  constitution  provides 
that  a permanent  record  shall  be  kept. 

“And  whereas  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  January, 
1337,  and  the  act  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate  in  com- 
pliance with  it,  in  legal  contemplation  destroyed,  and  in 
fact  defaced  the  record  of  the  proceeding  to  which  it  re- 
fers: wherefore 

“Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  January, 
1837,  commonly  called  the  expunging  resolution,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  rescinded,  and  shall  be  forever  here- 
after held  as  naught;  and  that  in  all  future  publications 
of  that  portion  of  the  journal  which  contains  the  resolu- 
tion of  1833-’4,  and  in  all  copies  which  may  hereafter  be 
made  of  the  same  for  any  official  or  legal  purpose,  the  said 
resolution  of  1833 ’4  shall  be  published  and  copied  as  it  . 
was  originally  entered  on  the  said  journal,  without  any  no- 
tice whatever  of  the  superscription  which  was  erroneous- 
ly made,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1837.’’ 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  did  not  desire  to  have  his  mea- 
sure acted  on  at  the  present  session,  but  simply  to  ask 
that  it  might  be  presented  and  placed  on  the  journal 
as  an  amendment  to  that  offered  by  the  senator  from 
Delaware.  His  motion  was  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  resolved,  and  insert: 

“That  the  resolution  expunging  from  the  senate  jour- 
nal the  sentence  of  condemnation  pronounced  against 
President  Jackson  for  removing  the  public  deposits 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  commonly  called 
the  “expunging  resolution,’’  was  an  act  done  by  the  se- 
nate in  conformity  to  the  will  of  the  people  authoritative- 
ly expressed  in  the  popular  elections,  and  in  the  instruc- 
tions from  the  general  assemblies  of  the  states,  after  a full 
and  fair  submission  of  the  question  to  the  people  in  the 
states  for  their  consideration  and  decision.  And  the  said 
expunging  resolution  having  been  thus  adopted  in  ac- 
cordance with  such  expressed  will  and  instructions,  it  is 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of  representative  go- 
vernment, and  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  the 
people  of  the  states,  and  unbecoming  the  senate  to  act 
upon  any  proposition  for  rescinding  the  said  expunging 
resolution  while  the  said  instructions  of  the  states  ana  the 
said  expressed  will  of  the  people  remain  unrevoked  and 
unaltered  by  any  subsequent  instruction  or  expression  of 
the  public  will.” 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  amendment  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table  to  next  session;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  committee  on  commerce; 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  all  business  not  heretofore  reported  on;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  Mr. 
Smith,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands,  and  Mr. 
Morehead,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  se- 
verally asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  said  committees  and  not  reported  on. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

Messrs.  Walker  and  JIrcher  contended  for  the  third 
reading  and  passage  of  the  resolution  relating  to  re- 
porters. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walker  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  when 
the  question  stood  thus: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bates,  Benton,  Choate,  Clay,  of  Ky: 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Hunting- 
ton,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Berrien,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Morehead,  Mouton,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker  Wood- 
bury— 16 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  then  moved  to  go  into  exe- 
cutive session. 

Which  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  senate 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bu- 
siness, and  remained  engaged  therein  until  11  o’clock 
at  night,  when  they  adjourned  sine  die. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Sept.  9.  The  house  being  very  thin, 
Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  0,  nays  150. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in 
relation  to  duties  and  drawbacks,  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto. 
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The  first  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Birdseye,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by 
■which  the  article  of  salt  had  been  released  from  duty; 
Mr.  Hopkins  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  95,  nays  79.  So 
the  vote  xoas  reconsidered. 

The  next  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
•Morgan,  to  reconsider  the  vote  determining  not  to  ex- 
cept from  duty  the  article  of  “iron” — Mr.  Morgan 
withdrew  the  motion. 

The  next  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  ar- 
ticle of  sugar  had  been  released  from  duty,  Mr.  Wel- 
ler asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  were  yeas  101,  nays  80.  So  the  vote 
was  reconsidered. 

The  next  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise, 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  had  been  exempted  from  duty. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  were  yeas  119,  nays  60.  So  the  vote 
was  reconsidered. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
of  Mr.  Wise  to  insert  these  several  articles  as  duty  free; 
Mr.  Wise  said  that  as  he  saw  the  vote  of  yesterday  had 
been  reversed,  he  would  submit  to  the  reversal,  and 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Stanly  supposed  then,  he  said,  that  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion  carried  with  it  his  (Mr.  S’s) 
motion  also. 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  motion  to  insert  as  free  “salt,  sugar  and  cot- 
ton,” was  withdrawn. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  of  the  senate,  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union — 

By  general  consent,  the  question  was  taken  on  all 
the  said  amendments,  except  as  hereinafter  mention- 
ed, and  they  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Botts  called  for  a separate  question  on  the  ; 
amendment  of  the  senate  placing  the  articles  of  tea 
and  coffee  on  the  free  list;  and  it  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Shepperd  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  concur- 
ring in  the  said  amendment;  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  were  yeas  178,  nays  7.  So  the 
amendment  of  the  senate  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  a separate  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  se- 
cond section. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  introduces  a proviso 
that  no  duty  that  may  be  levied  or  collected  in  virtue 
of  the  said  second  section  shall  exceed  20  per  cent. 
ad  valorem. 

This  amendment  was  amended  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fillmore,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “provid- 
ed,” and  inserting,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
in  any  way  affect  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  as  provided  for  by  an  act  passed  at 1 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
concurring  with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  its  | 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  103,  nays  93. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  committe  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senate  was  concurred  in.  And  the 
amendment  of  the  senate  as  amended  by  the  house 
was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair),  and  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  salaries  and 
outfits  of  diplomatic  agents,  which  had  been  return- 
ed from  the  senate  with  an  amendment  striking  out 
the  Neapolitan  mission,  and  consequently  reducing 
the  amount  appropriated  in  the  bill  from  the  sum  of 
$63,000  to  the  sum  of  $58,500 — and  the  question  be- 
ing on  concurring  with  the  senate  in  their  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  Cushing  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  said  he  hoped  the  house  would  not  concur 
in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate,  and  which 
went  to  abolish  the  mission  to  Naples  altogether. — 
He  was  of  opinion  that  that  mission  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. As  he  had  already,  on  a former  occasion, 
presented,  to  a certain  extent,  his  views  on  this  sub-  j 
ject,  he  should  not  enter  on  it  now,  unless  some  op- 
position should.be  made. 

Mr.  McKeon  was  in  favor  of  concurring  with  the 
amendment.  He  had  moved  a call  some  time  since 
on  the  state  department  for  information  touching  the 
duties  of  the  minister  at  Naples,  and  how  he  occupi- 
ed his  time;  but  no  report  had  yet  been  received  in 
reply  to  the  call.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  there  ex- 
isted some  prospect  of  effecting  a treaty  with  the 
Neapolitan  court;  but  as  nothing  had  been  done  for 


years  past,  he  believed  nothing  would  be  done  for  i 
years  to  come.  He  observed  in  the  bill  an  item  of 
$4,500  for  the  outfit  of  a new  charge;  and  why  not 
continue  the  individual  already  there?  Was  there 
any  charge  of  negligence  or  violation  of  duty  prefer- 
red against  him?  All  that  Mr.  McK.  had  heard  was 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do.  But  how  could  gentlemen 
that  were  so  loud  in  favor  of  retrenchment  and  re- 
form come  forward  and  advocate  an  appropriation 
like  this? 

[The  president’s  secretary  having  now  made  his 
appearance,  and  there  being  great  anxiety  in  expec- 
tation of  a veto  message,  Mr.  McK.  was  interrupted 
by  frequent  cries  of  “question!  question!”] 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  committee  here 
rose  to  receive  a message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitted  by  the  hands  of  Robert 
Tyler,  esq.  his  secretary. 

The  president  informed  the  house  that  he  had  ap- 
proved and  signed  the  following  bills: 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifi- 
cations, for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing  Indian  hostilities; 

The  bill  granting  the  franking  privilege  during  life  j 
to  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of  the  late  president  of  the  i 
United  States; 

The  bill  in  relation  to  Greenough’s  statue  of  Wash- 
ington; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  post  office 
department. 

The  president  also  transmitted  to  the  house  a mes- 
sage in  writing,  giving  his  reasons  for  withholding 
his  signature  from  the  fiscal  corporation  bill.  [For 
which  message  see  last  Register,  page  18.] 

The  message  having  been  read,  Mr.  Morrow  rose 
and  moved  that  the  message  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal, and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house;  and  that 
the  house  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o’clook,  proceed  “to 
reconsider  the  bill.”  This,  he  said,  was  the  language 
of  the  constitution;  and  he  found,  on  investigation, 
that  this  course  was  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
in  former  cases. 

The  motion  was  immediately  agreed  to. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  I 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  salaries  and 
outfits  of  diplomatic  agents. 

Mr.  McKeon  continued  and  concluded  his  speech 
in  favor  of  concurring  with  the  senate’s  amendment 
striking  out  the  item  fora  mission  to  Naples. 

Mr.  Cushing  entered  into  a brief  reply,  and  insisted 
that  this  was  of  all  points  of  time  the  most  unsuita- 
ble to  break  up  the  mission. 

Mr.  Steenrod  pressed  for  the  question,  expressing 
some  desire  to  speak  upon  it,  but  being  willing  to 
waive  the  floor  if  the  question  could  be  had. 

Mr.  Wise  addressed  the  committee,  and  took  sub- 
stantially the  same  ground  that  Mr.  Cushing  had,  go- 
ing more  fully  into  the  details  as  to  the  extent  and 
j nature  of  our  commerce  with  Naples,  the  value  and 
importance  of  a commercial  treaty  to  the  interests 
of  every  part  of  the  union,  and  the  necessity,  in  the 
present  aspect  of  our  affairs,  of  having  the  eye  of  a 
diplomatic  agent  kept  on  the  movements  of  European 
powers. 

Mr.^Jdoms  following  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  in 
the  bill,  and  in  disagreeing  in  the  senate’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  appropriation 
and  continuance  of  the  mission,  changing  his  former 
views  in  consequence  of  reasons  given  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  (Mr.  Cush- 
ing). 

Mr.  Stanly  congratulated  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Wise)  on  the  very  proper  and  patriotic 
course  he  had  pursued  on  this  occasion  in  favor  of 
the  Neapolitan  mission:  but  he  must  be  malicious 
enough  to  remind  him  of  the  very  different  course  he 
had  pursued,  last  session,  in  reference  to  the  mission 
to  Mexico,  when  he  had  moved  to  strike  the  appro- 
priation for  a minister  to  that  government,  or  to  re- 
duce it,  and  Mr.  S.  had  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  here  turned  round  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Stanly  a reply  in  explanation  of  his  course  the  last 
session,  in  which  the  reporter  understood  him  to  say 
that  he  had  not  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for  a 
mission  to  Mexico,  but  only  to  reduce  it  from  the  sa- 
lary of  a full  minister  to  that  of  a charge.  He  con- 
cluded by  observing  that  he  could  not  but  regard  the 
mention  of  that  circumstance,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, as  evincing  some  small  degree  of  malevolence. 

Mr.  Stanly,  in  reply,  said  something  of  Mr.  Wise's 
frequently  manifesting,  himself,  a small  malevolence, 
but  in  what  Mr.  S.  had  said  he  had  owned  openly 
that  there  was  a little  malice  aforethought,  if  the 
gentleman  pleased.  It  had  been  said  by  a gentleman 
some  time  ago,  that  he  was  sure  a measure  must  be 
right  because  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  (Mr.  Mams  J 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise ) were 
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both  opposed  to  it:  the  same  remark  might  now  be 
turned  the  other  way,  and  it  might  be  said  that  this 
mission  to  Naples  must  be  right,  since  both  those 
gentlemen  were  in  its  favor.  Mr.  S.  should  vote  for 
this  appropriation  because  it  was  recommended  by 
the  executive;  although  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
should  hereafter  support  President  Tyler’s  adminis- 
tration or  not:  he  thought  it  not  improbable  he  should 
go  against  it  before  long.  But  he  could  not  vote  to 
strike  this  item  from  the  bill  when  both  the  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
told  him  it  was  right.  His  position  was  now,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  somewhat  equivocal;  but  as  long 
as  he  remained  in  it,  he  would  not  vote  against  ap- 
propriating for  a mission  approved  by  the  president 
and  by  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
who  was  perfectly  familiar  with  all  these  matters, 
(and  he  might  almost  say  with  every  thing  else  in  the 
world). 

The  gentleman  from  New  York — he  meant  the 
gentleman  from  the  city  of  New  York — he  who  went 
away  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  as  soon  as  he  got 
back  talked  on  every  subject  before  the  house — that 
one  (Mr.  McKeon)  had  brought  up  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Enos  T.  Throop — a subject  in  regard  to  which  a gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  Mr.  Jones,  had  said  that  Mr. 
S.  referred  to  it  last  session  at  least  twenty-five  times. 
Well,  it  was  true:  Mr.  S.  had  held  it  up  repeatedly 
as  a reproach  to  the  administration  of  Martin  Van 
Buren;  and  he  had  so  represented  it  at  home  to  his 
constituents.  And  that  very  case  of  rewarding  a 
man  who  had  so  grossly  betrayed  his  trust,  was  of  it- 
self enough  politically  to  damn  Martin  Van  Buren 
and  his  administration  to  all  eternity.  He  wanted  no 
more  to  prove  that,  than  the  report  of  the  investigat- 
ing committee  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
near  him,  Mr.  Dawson.  [Mr.  S.  here  quoted  the  re- 
port in  reference  to  Mr.  Throop’s  conduct,  stating 
that  for  a period  of  nine  years  he  had  utterly  disre- 
garded the  law  prescribing  the  duties  of  his  office  and 
the  orders  of  the  treasury  department,  and  had  ren- 
dered the  very  object  of  his  appointment  nugatory; 
and  that  through  his  neglect  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defal- 
cation had  gone  on  accumulating  for  years.]  Nor 
let  it  be  said  that  this  was  a mere  ex  parte  statement; 
created  by  party  spirit,  for  it  had  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
stood  high  in  the  same  political  party  with  Mr.  Throop 
himself,  and  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Mr.  McKeon. 

Mr.  S.  here  quoted  Mr.  Hopkins's  endorsement  of 
the  report.  Yet,  with  this  report,  the  truth  of  every 
word  of  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
not  after  this  deny,  staring  him  in  the  face,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  suffered  this  man  to  revel  in  luxury  at  Naples, 
and  for  two  years  to  draw  his  $4,500  out  of  the 
treasury. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  if  John  Tyler 
should  veto  a hundred  bank  bills,  he  would  excuse 
him  on  the  ground  of  obeying  his  conscience;  but  if 
he  could  so  far  forget  his  duty,  if  he  could  so  far  lis- 
ten to  the  whisperings  of  a depraved  ambition,  as  to 
keep  an  officer  like  this  in  an  honorable  and  lucrative 
station,  he  would  deserve  the  contempt  and  execra- 
tion of  every  honest  and  honorable  man.  He  rejoiced 
to  learn  that  this  Enos  T.  Throop  was  to  be  re- 
called. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  was  informed  that  Mr.  Throop 
had  been  recalled,  and  was  on  his  way  home. 

Something  like  order  having  been  restored — 

Whilst  Mr.  Fillmore  was  in  the  midst  of  asentence, 
Mr.  Wise  crossed  over  to  the  seat  of  Mr.  Stanly,  and 
had  observed  those  two  gentlemen  in  conversation 
apparently  of  a very  excited  character,  saw  Mr.  Wise 
raise  his  hand  violently  and  aim  a blow  at  Mr.  Stanly, 
who  as  instantaneously  met  or  returned  it.  A violent 
fight  followed,  and,  in  less  time  than  it  can  be  de- 
scribed in  this  report,  a scene  of  mingled  uproar  and 
fight,  such  as  the  reporter  in  many  years  experience 
has  never  witnessed  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  ensued. 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Stanly  were  lost  to  the  sight  of  the 
reporter  in  the  general  rush,  whilst  Mr.  Hrnold,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  were  noticed 
in  a violent  personal  struggle,  striking  at  and  grappling 
with  each  other.  Mr.  Dixon,  H.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Gil- 
mer, and  others,  were  seen  in  the  midst,  endeavoring 
to  quell  the  disturbance,  which  had  now  reached  a 
point  at  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  arrest  its  pro- 
gress. The  members  had  rushed  from  all  parts  of  the 
hall,  some  rushing  over  and  others  standing  upon  the 
tables,  literally  piling  themselves  one  on  the  other, 
and  several  canes  were  seen  by  the  reporter  raised 
up  as  if  in  the  act  of  striking.  The  speaker  during 
this  time  had  resumed  the  chair,  informally,  but  no 
no  one  paid  the  least  regard  to  his  voice,  and  ho 
called  in  vain  on  the  officers,  none  of  whom  were 
observed  by  the  reporter,  with  the  exception  of  the 
door  keeper,  who  was  endeavoring  to  close  the  doors 
and  windows  against  the  crowd  from  without,  who 
attempted  to  rush  within  the  halls. 


44 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  18,  1841— CONGRESS. 


The  general  melee  continued  from  two  and  a half 
to  three  minutes.  It  then  subsided,  as  it  appeared, 
though  by  what  direct  process  could  not  be  under- 
stood; but  the  voice  of  Mr.  Wise,  who  had  returned 
to  his  seat,  was  heard  addressing  the  chair. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  risen,  perfectly  cool,  for  the 
purpose  of  apologising  to  the  house  in  the  most  hum- 
ble manner,  and  of  asking  its  pardon,  as  he  most  sin- 
cerely did.  He  had  in  its  presence,  under  the  ex- 
citement of  the  moment,  violated  its  order — an  ex- 
citement which  he  could  not  repress.  The  house 
had  witnessed  what  had  passed  between  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly)  and  himself, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  had  heard  the  lan- 
guage used  by  that  gentleman  towards  him.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  had  passed  over  to  that  gentleman’s  seat, 
in  order  to  remonstrate  with  him  in  a friendly  and 
private  way.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
was  excited,  and  (Mr.  W.)  becoming  so,  they  were 
soon  engaged  in  hot  words.  Our  friendly  relations, 
continued  Mr.  W.  were  interrupted.  I will  not  state 
to  the  house  circumstantially  all  that  took  place;  but 
he  repeated  to  me  what  he  had  said,  and  I gave  him 
warning  that  he  had  not  met  me  in  the  spirit  in  which 

Mr.  W.  at  the  close  of  the  sentence  which  was 
thus  lost,  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  who  said  that  he  ob- 
jected to  the  gentleman  going  into  the  facts,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  ascertained  by  a committee  of 
persons  wholly  uninterested. 

Mr.  Wise.  I have  but  a few  words  to  say.  (Cries 
of  “go  on — go  on.”)  In  the  warmth  of  my  excite- 
ment I used  harsh  language,  and  the  gentleman  re- 
turned to  me  a word  which  I could  not  brook,  either 
here  or  elsewhere.  Never,  whatever  may  be  the 
consequences,  will  I brook  that  word.  I struck  him. 
I have  offended  against  the  house;  I humbly  ask  its 
pardon,  and  I submit  myself  to  any  penalty  which  it 
may  please  to  impose. 

Mr.  Stanly  then  took  the  floor,  and  said  he  had  not 
risen  to  ask  pardon  of  the  house.  If  he  had  offended 
against  it — if  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  violation  of 
its  rules,  he  would  submit  to  any  penalty  the  house 
might  impose,  even  to  be  expelled,  or  to  be  forced 
to  resign."  But  (continued  Mr.  S.)  I believe  I have 
done  what  any  other  man  on  this  floor  would  have 
done  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise),  whose  insolence  I will  not  say  is  notorious, 
came  round  to  my  seat,  not,  as  he  says,  to  remon- 
strate— no,  not  to  remonstrate — but  to  scold,  to  lec- 
ture, to  browbeat  me,  as  he  does  every  body  who 
presumes  to  differ  with  such  a high  born  Virginian  as 
lie  is.  I could  not  tolerate  it.  I told  him  what  I 
understood  him  to  have  said,  and  what  I had  said  in 
reply.  He  then  said,  “I  want  to  warn  you.”  To 
which  I replied,  “No,  I will  not  take  your  warning.” 
He  then  said,  “Come  out  of  the  hall  with  me,”  and 
started  towards  the  door.  I replid,  “No,  sir;  you 
have  heard  what  I said;  you  can  take  your  own  course; 
I have  nothing  more  to  say.”  He  then  said,  “You 
deserve  my  contempt;”  and  I said,  “Sir,  you  are  a 
liar.” 

Mr.  Wise.  That  is  not  a fact. 

Mr.  Stanly.  That  is  the  state  of  facts.  I assert  it 
before  my  constituents,  before  this  house,  and  before 
the  world. 

The  gentleman  then  raised  his  hand  and  struck 
me;  and  if  the  members  of  the  house  had  not  inter- 
fered, I would  have  given  him  the  severe  punishment 
which  he  deserves  for  his  insolence. 

Mr.  Ingcrsoll  rose  and  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  a special  committee  be  appointed  io 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  rencontre  on  the 
floor  of  this  house  between  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Stanly, 
members  of  this  house,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Andrews , of  Kentucky,  said  that  at  the  last 
congress  a committee  had  been  appointed  on  a.  simi- 
lar subject  when  a similar  occurrence  had  taken 
place.  How  that  investigation  ended  every  body 
knew.  lie  was  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee. He  considered  the  former  occurrence  dis- 
graceful to  the  house,  as  he  considered  this.  He 
thought  that  the  two  members  engaged  deserved  to 
be  expelled,  and  he  believed  they  should  be  expelled 
now,  upon  the  spot,  and  without  further  delay. 

[Cries  in  many  parts  of  the  house,  “Agreed — 
agreed.”] 

There  was  no  other  way  in  which  the  house  could 
vindicate  its  character  and  its  dignity.  The  commit- 
tee appointed  in  a similar  case  at  the  last  congress 
had  done  nothing — had  recommended  nothing — and 
the  indignity  which  had  been  offered  to  the  house  and 
the  country  went  unpunished  and  unrebuked.  He 
was  for  no  committee — it  would  be  a mere  white- 


washing affair— a mere  humbug,  such  as  we  had 
heretofore  had. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Ingcrsoll  on  the  table,  with  a view,  he  said,  if  that 
motion  prevailed,  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  ho n.  Henry  A.  Wise,  a member  of 
this  house,  having  this  day,  by  his  own  confessions  on 
the  floor  of  the  house,  while  in  session  in  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  committed  an  assault 
on  the  hon.  Edward  Stanly,  be  therefore  expelled  from 
the  house. 

Mr.  Andrews  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  the  reasons  above  stated  by  him. 

Which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  previous  question  being  ordered,  the  resolution 
by  ayes  124  noes  not  counted,  was  adopted. 

And  the  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  seven 
members. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said,  if  there  was  no  other 
motion,  he  would  move  that  the  house  adjourn,  hut 
he  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Yorke  asked  leave  to  offer  a joint  resolution 
providing  for  the  adjournment  of  congress  on  Satur- 
day next.  Objected  to. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Pope,  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  hill  making  appropriations  for  the  outfit 
and  salaries  of  diplomatic  agents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  pending  motion, 
and  the  house  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate striking  out  the  Neapolitan  mission;  and,  of  con- 
sequence, to  the  reduction  of  the  amount  appropri- 
ated by  the  bill,  (the  one  following  the  other). 

The  second  amendment  of  the  senate,  providing 
for  extra  compensation  to  officers  of  both  houses  on 
account  of  services  rendered  during  this  special  ses- 
sion, gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Til- 
linghast,  Warren,  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  Fillmore, 
Proffit,  Hopkins,  Adams,  and  Bidlack  participated. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  sena  te,  appropriating  a sum  not  exceeding 
$273  for  completing  the  contract  for  printing  and 
binding  the  catalogue  of  the  library;  which  was 
adopted. 

And  the  amendment  ofthe  senate,  as  thus  amended, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  as  amended,  Mr.  Arnold  moved 
the  previous  question,  and  there  was  a second;  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

The  house  then  concurred  with  the  committee  in 
its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate  in 
relation  to  the  Neapolitan  mission. 

And  on  the  second  amendment  of  the  senate  (in 
relation  to  compensation  to  officers)  as  amended  by 
the  house,  the  vote  was,  yeas  83,  nays  65. 

So  the  second  amendment,  as  amended,  was  con- 
curred in;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  house  took  up  the 
bill,  heretofore  passed,  providing  for  the  repeal  of  so 
much  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  1838  (in  rela- 
tion to  the  West  Point  academy)  as  provides  for  the 
investment  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  state  stocks. 

This  bill  had  been  returned  from  the  senate  with 
amendments  The  amendments  of  the  senate  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  amended  in  several  re- 
spects, and  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  senate. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Sept.  10.  The  speaker  announced  the 
select  committee  on  the  personal  rencounter  between 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Stanly,  as  follows:  Messrs.  Inger- 
soll,  Morrow,  Everett,  Carulhers,  ScUtonsiall,  Holmes 
and  Ferns. 

The  revenue  bill,  which  was  yesterday  sent  to  the 
senate  with  an  amendment  by  the  house  to  the  pro- 
viso added  by  the  senate  to  the  second  section,  having 
been  returned  by  the  senate  with  notice  that  they  ad- 
here to  their  own  original  amendment,  was  taken  up. 

A brief  debate  arose  on  the  question  of  the  two 
amendments,  and  the  character  of  each.  Mr.  Fill- 
more moved  that  the  house  insist  on  their  amend- 
ment with  a view  to  the  appointment  of  a committee 
of  conference.  Messrs.  Shields,  Dawson,  Hopkins  and 
Warren,  urged  the  propiety  of  receding;  and  Messrs. 
Fillmore,  Tillinghast,  Arnold  and  G.  Davis  expressed 
themselves  in  favor  of  insisting. 

The  house  voted  to  insist:  yeas  89,  nays  76. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  on  leave  given,  presented  certain  re- 
solutions adopted  by  a meeting  of  the  people  of  Al- 
bemarle county,  Virginia,  on  Monday,  the  5th  of 
September. 

The  purport  of  the  resolutions  was  not  stated,  but 
Mr.  G.  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 


The  speaker  said  the  motion  to  priDt  had  been  uni- 
formly objected  to  in  such  cases,  and  could  only  be 
entertained  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Gilmer  did  not  press  the  motion  to  print,  and 
the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  presented  a communication  from 
Col.  Gardner,  late  auditor  of  the  treasury  for  the  post 
office  department,  remonstrating  against  the  tendency 
of  certain  passages  in  the  recent  communication  of 
the  present  auditor,  (Mr.  Whittlesey),  which  seemed 
to  refleet  on  his  conduct  in  that  office. 

After  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Underwood 
and  Andrews,  to  the  communication  as  contrary  to 
usage,  it  was  laid  aside. 

Mr.  Yorke's  resolution  for  an  adjournment  of  con- 
gress at  eleven  o’clock  on  Monday,  was  taken  up, 
and  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  amend  it  by  fixing 
the  time  at  11  o’clock  to-morrow,  it  was  passed  una- 
nimously. 

Mr.  Dawson,  with  the  general  consent  of  the  house, 
made  a statement  in  relation  to  the  affray  of  yester- 
day between  Messrs.  Wise  and  Stanly,  as  follows: 

“It  is  with  much  pleasure,  Mr.  Speaker,  I rise  to 
state  that  the  sudden,  unpremiditated,  and  deeply  re- 
gretted incident,  which  occurred  in  this  house  yester- 
day, between  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise),  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Stanly),  both  members  of  this  body,  has  been, 
adjusted  through  the  interference  of  friends,  in  a 
manner  honorable  to  themselves.  To  say  that  both 
gentlemen  most  deeply  and  sincerely  regret  the 
causes  leading  to  this  explanation,  I am  sure,  would 
be  hut  a weak  expression  of  their  regret.  Each 
gentleman  retracts  any  remarks  which  have  been 
deemed  offensive  by  the  other — in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  spoken — and  are  festored  to  their  pre- 
existing relations.” 

Mr.  Pope  then  called  up  the  joint  resolution  relat- 
ing to  water-rotted  hemp,  and  on  his  motion  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Barnard,  in  the  chair,  when,  no  amendments  be- 
ing offered,  the  committee  rose  without  debate,  im- 
mediately, and  reported  the  bill,  which  was  accord- 
ingly passed  by  the  house. 

Some  conversation  then  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Barnard  and  Cushing  as  to  the  proposed  renewal  of 
the  act  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  neutrality  laws. 

Mr.  Cushing  stated  that  the  act  had  not  been  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  McKay  presented  a resolution  calling  on  the 
postmaster  general  for  information  as  to  the  amount 
of  postage  received  on  letters,  and  also  upon  papers, 
&c.  Passed. 

Mr.  Owsley's  resolutions  for  the  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  limiting  the  eligibility  of  a president  to 
one  term,  and  restricting  the  veto  power,  were  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Proffit  objected  to  their  being  acted  on. 

Mr.  Owsley  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  A.  Brown  asked  for  a division  of  the  motion  to 
suspend.  Many  might  be  willing  to  vote  to  receive 
the  first  part,  who  would  object  to  the  second  part. 

The  speaker  decided  that  a decision  of  the  question 
would  not  be  in  order  until  after  the  motion  of  sus- 
pension were  disposed  of. 

The  rules  were  not  suspended;  less  than  two- 
thirds  voting  for  it — 87  to  81. 

Mr.  A.  Brown  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
take  up  the  resolution  offered  by  him  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  to  amend  the  constitution  as  to 
the  re-eligibility  of  the  president. 

On  the  motion  to  suspend,  the  vote  was  yeas  99, 
nays  58;  and  as  two-thirds  did  not  vote  in  the  affir- 
mative, the  motion  to  suspend  was  lost. 

Mr.  Bolls  moved  the  house  proceed  to  the  orders 
of  the  day.  The  bill  for  the  fiscal  corporation,  as 
returned  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  with 
his  objections,  being  taken  up  at  ten  minutes  past 
12  o’clock. 

Mr.  Bolts  began  by  referring  to  his  own  peculiar 
position  in  reference  to  the  president  and  the  coun- 
try— but  for  which  he  should  have  been  content  to 
let  the  subject  pass  without  any  remarks  from  him. 
But  that  peculiar  position  compelled  him  to  place 
himself  right  with  the  country.  He  had  been  charg- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Cush- 
ing), and  others,  a few  days  since,  witli  having  ap- 
plied harsh  and  unjust  epithets  to  the  president,  and 
on  that  occasion  he  had  pledged  himself  to  make 
good  his  words  whenever  that  second  veto  should 
come.  He  would  now  make  good  his  charges  against 
the  president,  if  not  cut  off  by  the  “one  hour  rule.” 
He  would  take  all  the  odium  attaching  to  the  failure, 
and  if  any  disinterested  friend  would  say  that  the 
proof  was  not  complete,  he  would  take  back  every 
word. 

He  had,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  prophesied 
this  veto,  but  he  was  then  at  a loss  for  the  reasons 
which  the  president  would  assign  for  such  an  act. 
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He  has  now  given  what  he  calls  his  objections,  but 
he  has  not  assigned  one  solitary  reason  which  could 
weigh  with  one  reasonable  man  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Bolls  then  proceeded  briefly  to  enumerate  and 
review  the  principal  points  in  the  veto  message. — 
First,  he  dwells  on  his  extreme  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  differ  from  congress.  Then  he  states  that 
he  has  objections  to  a national  bank  per  se.  Mr.  B. 
said  that,  as  he  had  formerly  confessed,  he  was  him- 
self no  lawyer,  but  he  had  once  learned  Latin  at 
school  and,  if  he  remembered  rightly,  he  had  learn- 
ed that  per  se  meant  “of  itself;”  and  he  did  not  un- 
derstand very  well  how  a national  bank  could  be 
said  to  exist  but  of  itself.  Next,  the  president  says 
that  the  veto  power  can  be  exercised  only  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  will  of  a majority.  This  was  very  clear, 
and  no  one  would  deny  it.  Next,  he  objects  to  the  title 
of  the  bill.  On  this  he  would  refer  only  to  “rumor,” 
(not  the  “two-legged  rumor”  which  had  been  for- 
merly referred  to  in  this  house,  but  the  thousand- 
tongued  rumor),  which  said  that  the  title  of  this  bill 
as  reported  by  the  currency  committee  to  the  house 
was  in  the  handwriting  of  the  president  himself. — 
Next,  the  president  states  that  “the  provisions  of  the 
bill  do  not  contradict  its  title;”  and  this,  they  were  to 
infer,  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  could  not  sign 
it.  Again  he  says,  “the  bill  prohibits  congress  from 
establishing  any  similar  institution  for  twenty  years.” 
Perhaps  if  they  had  sent  him  bills  to  charter  half  a 
dozen  such  institutions  at  once,  he  would  willingly 
sign  them.  Then  “the  bank  is  to  deal  in  bills  of  ex- 
change, but  excludes  local  discounts.”  The  presi- 
dent says  that  all  other  banks  deal  in  bills  of  ex- 
change as  well  as  local  discounts,  and  therefore  this 
bank  should  not!  These  are  his  constitutional  ob- 
jections to  the  bill. 

But  he  also  finds  fault  with  the  details.  It  does  ! 
not  regulate  the  price  of  exchanges.  It  does  not 
authorise  discounts  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
where  it  is  nominally  located.  And  so  on,  with  other 
particulars,  in  the  auctioneer’s  phrase,  “rather  too » 
numerous  to  mention.”  Suffice  it  to  say,  it  is  “with- 
out a competitor."  He,  (Mr.  B.)  had  heard  a few 
years  ago  of  a proposition  to  establish  two  national 
banks  at  once — one  for  the  north  and  one  for  the 
south,  but  had  not  supposed  that  it  had  ever  been 
seriously  contemplated  except  by  some  of  the  sky- 
scrapers of  Virginia. 

Moreover,  the  president  says,  he  “has  not  had 
time.”  He,  the  president  of  the  United  States  hav-  , 
ing  filled  almost  every  high  office  in  his  own  state  ' 
and  in  the  national  government,  now  tells  the  nation  . 
that  he  has  not  yet  had  time  to  consider  this  subject!  j 
He  talks  too  of  “the  peculiarity  of  his  situation!” — j 
What  peculiarity  of  situation?  Elected  by  the  great  j 
whig  party,  and  pledged  to  their  measures,  the  high  1 
office  of  president  devolves  upon  him.  He  comes  j 
here  and  trows  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  opposi- 
tion, whom  hi9  party  defeated,  and  turns  against 
those  who  elected  him.  And  now,  he  “begs"  us  not 
to  be  too  hard  upon  him  but  to  remember  he  has 
signed  every  other  bill  but  those  for  the  creation  of  a 
national  bank. 

He  talks  of  our  “god-like  ancestors?”  Who  are  ! 
they— if  not  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madison  who 
signed  bills  for  the  charter  and  extension  of  banks? 

As  to  the  style  of  the  message,  it  was  a production  j 
wholly  unworthy  of  a president.  He  should  judge 
from  certain  coincidences  that  it  might  be  the  pro-  1 
duction  of  the  correspondent  of  the  New  York  He- 
rald. He,  (Mr.  Botts),  had  a boy  of  fifteen  now  at1 
school,  whom  he  did  not  believe  capable  of  producing , 
a composition  with  so  much  tom-foolery  in  it.  He  ! 
meant  no  disrespect;  he  felt  no  excitement  now,  no  | 
indignation;  but  he  had  watched  over  that  bank  bill  > 
as  one  friend  would  watch  over  the  death-bed  of 
another,  until  his  mind  had  become  too  much  fami-  ! 
liarized  with  excitement  to  be  thus  affected  on  this 
occasion. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  senate,  in- 
forming the  house  that  they  had  receded  from  their 
amendments  to  the  diplomatic  appropriation  bill — 
had  passed  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  authorising  the 
investment  of  U.  States  trust  funds  in  state  stocks, 
with  an  amendment — and  had  appointed  a committee 
of  conference  on  the  amendments  to  the  revenue  bill.] 

Mr.  Gilmer  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  went  into 
a reply  to  his  colleague  and  a defence  of  the  course 
of  the  president. 

In  the  course  of  the  speech  some  personal  allusions 
were  made  to  a bet  made  by  Mr.  Botts  on  the  result 
of  the  election;  and  when  Mr.  G.  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Botts  made  an  explanation,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  applied  some  rather  strong  terms  to  the  insinua- 
tions of  his  colleague. 

The  chair  called  him  to  order;  and  Mr.  Proffit, 
who  had  yielded  the  floor  for  explanation,  protested 
against  its  being  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  any 
such  remarks;  whereupon  Mr.  P.  resumed  his  speech, 
and  occupied  his  hour  in  a spirited  and  able  defence 


I of  the  president  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Botts.  He  was 
mortified,  deeply  mortified,  with  the  course  taken 
here,  to-day.  On  a solemn  occasion,  when  a veto 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  was 
under  discussion,  when  it  was  to  be  expected  by  this 
house  and  the  country  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  would  be  here  in  solemn  debate,  on  the  mat- 
ter of  the  message,  as  it  came  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States — when  they  had  expected  grave 
and  solemn  debate,  they  had  had  nothing  but  language 
entirely  unfitted  to  the  occasion.  We  had  heard  the 
president  denounced  as  guilty  of  perfidy  and  treache- 
ry. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  he  was 
in  a peculiar  situation  as  regards  the  president  of  the 
U.  States;  but  what  had  the  house  to  do  with  this? 
He,  (Mr.  P.)  had  no  doubt  but  he  had  feelings  of 
enmity  against  the  president;  but  what  had  it  to  do 
with  the  question  under  discussion?  with  the  con- 
necting the  name  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
with  the  names  of  Hull  and  Arnold?  We  had  had  the 
burning  of  him  in  effigy  by  the  party  with  which  he 
had  been  connected;  “a  change  had  come  over  the 
spirit  of  their  dream;”  but  he  would  let  it  go  on;  there 
was  a redeeming  spirit  in  the  people  of  the  country. 
He  recollected  the  feeling  at  the  time  of  the  veto  of 
General  Jackson.  The  people  were  not  to  be  turn- 
ed from  the  part  of  confidence  and  good  feeling  by 
those  who  wished  to  agitate  the  waters  for  their  own 
healing.  How  came  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  support  John  Tyler?  Why  did  he  not 
proclaim  his,  (Mr.  T’s)  perfidy,  previous  to  the  late 
election?  Had  the  people  of  the  country  been  abus- 
ed and  betrayed,  and  yet  that  gentleman  and  others 
kept  it  secret?  Had  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
Jackson  men,  who  came  and  supported  this  man, 
come  to  play  the  traitor? 

What  else  had  they  had?  That  rumor  says  that 
Mr.  Tyler  is  making  efforts  to  conciliate  and  get  the 
Jackson  party  to  his  support.  He  knew  this  was 
coming  to-day;  he  could  tell  from  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer daily  what  would  come  up;  and  he  referred 
to  and  severally  commented  on  an  article  published  in 
that  paper  of  this  morning,  which  connected  the  veto 
message  with  a letter  published  in  the  New  York  He- 
rald, some  days  since.  What  had  they  heard  from 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia?  Was  it  fair  to  allude 
to  gentlemen  on  this  floor  under  the  name  of  rumors. 
He  called  on  the  gentleman  for  proof.  The  gentle- 
man had  said  that  Mr.  Tyler,  inspired  by  mad  ambi- 
tion, for  purposes  of  re-election,  was  courting  tiic 
favor  of  the  Jackson  party.  He  called  on  the  gentle- 
man for  proof. 

Mr.  Bolts.  If  the  gentleman  will  give  me  the  re- 
mainder of  his  hour,  1 will  prove  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Proffit.  He  knew  that  rumor,  filthy  rumor, 
had  scattered  this  declaration  abroad.  If  he  had 
a trumpet  tongue,  he  would  send  it  to  the  end  of  the 
country  and  call  for  “proof.”  He  called  on  the  re- 
spectable members  of  this  body,  who  were  called 
loco  focos,  to  come  forward  and  say  if  John  Tyler  had 
ever  made  overtures  to  them  for  re-election.  If  so,  he 
wished  to  be  disabused  of  his  delusion.  There  was 
no  proof.  The  tongue  was  parched  in  the  mouth,  and 
refused  to  furnish  the  proof.  The  gentleman  tells  me 
not  to  go  too  far.  He  would  go  as  far  as  decency  and 
order  would  allow  him.  The  gentleman  tells  me  he 
gives  me  warning.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  a still  small 
voice  that  told  him  how  far  to  go;  and  he  would  not 
cross  that  line;  but  he  called  for  proof.  He  had 
called  0,1  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  party  if  they 
knew  any  thing  about  this  matter  to  reveal  it.  He  ; 
would  g°  into  the  next  contest,  and  say  “proof,  or  no 
charges.’’ 

The  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  was  all  a 
personal  assauit  on  the  president;  but  he  (M.  P.) 
called  for  proof  of  all  these  things  that  had  been 
charged  aSa*nst  the  president.  The  gentleman  had  j 
said  as  pro°A  that  the  president  went  to  the  Harris- 
burg convention  and  voted  for  the  distinguished  citi- 
zen from  Kentucky.  But  what  did  they  meet  at  Har- 
risburg for?  He  told  them  in  a speech  the  other  day, 
which,  although  t“e  had  been  denounced  by  politi- 
cians for  he  was  Sald  to  see  the  people  approved. — 
Mr.  Tyler  voted  lor  the  distinguished  citizen  from 
Kentucky — and  why?  Because  he  believed  him  the 
strongest  man  to  put  out  Mr.  Van  Buren.  But  there 
was  quite  a difference  between  voting  for  a presi- 
dential candidate,  and  deciding  on  constitutional  ques- 
tions. 

It  had  been  said  a new  party  must  be  formed. — 
Heaven  knew  it  was  necessury  to  form  a new  party, 
if  the  majority  of  forty  here  would  allow  such  lan- 
guage as  “traitor,”  “Arnold,”  “Judas,”  on  the  floor. 
If  it  was  the  party — which  he  denied — then  it  was 
necessary  to  form  a new  party,  and  put  a little  more 
decency  and  a little  less  talent  in  it.  They  had  heard 
that  Mr.  Tyler  had  written  a letter,  the  contents  of 
which  had  been  disclosed  to  one,  and  to  another  and 
another,  and  then  brought  up  here  against  Mr.  Tyler. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not  think  this  was  fit  legislative  de- 


bate; it  ought  to  be  reformed,  and  the  people  would 
take  it  into  their  hands. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  had  declar- 
ed himself  in  favor  of  a national  bank.  Mr.  Tyler,  in 
his  message,  had  pointed  to  his  speeches  and  to  his 
votes  in  the  senate;  and  they  were  far  from  supporting 
the  idea  of  a bank. 

We  were  told  that  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
had  ceased  making  appointments  and  changes  in  of- 
fice; and  that  to  conciliate  Jackson  men.  If  he  had 
j the  list  of  appointments  he  could  prove  that  nine  out 
of  fen  were  against  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 

; The  gentleman  had  referred  to  appointments  in  the 
land  office,  and  brought  on  this  floor  the  case  of  Lund 
Washington,  who,  it  was  said,  was  continued  in  office 
because  of  friendship  for  the  president.  He  (Mr.  P.) 

| called  for  proof  of  this. 

[Here  Mr.  Botts,  in  reply,  whispered  in  the  ear  of 
j Mr.  P.J 

Mr.  Proffit  continued.  He  wanted  the  proof,  and 
that  made  public. 

| Mr.  Botts  said  if  he  understood  the  gentleman,  in  the 
name  of  the  president,  to  ask  for  the  public  proof,  he 
would  tell  him. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  he  was  not  authorised  by  the  pre- 
sident, and  the  president  could  not  authorise  him.  Pie 
spoke  as  a representative  of  the  American  people, 
and  he  wished  for  proof  which  the  gentleman  would 
authorise  him  to  make  public.  This  was  no  proof — to 
whisper  a secret  in  his  ear. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  understood  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  what  Mr.  Tyler’s  opinions  were 
' in  regard  to  a bank — what  he  would  favor?  It  was  of 
some  importance  that  it  should  be  known. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  the  president  was  in  favor  of  a 
fiscal  institution  which  would  safely  keep  the  public 
I money  and  be  free  from  constitutional  objections. 

Mr.  Botts,  I call  for  proof. 

Mr.  Proffit,  I refer  you  to  the  proof— the  presi- 
dent’s veto  message.  It  was  said  tiiat  he  (Mr.  P.) 
and  others  had  left  the  party;  but  the  party  had  left 
them,  and  now  they  said  the  president  was  treacher- 
ous, of  which  they  would  not  give  them  the  proof. 
Pic  and  others  had  supported  the  party  which  they 
brought  into  power,  and  yet  they  were  denounced  for 
it.  But  there  were  in  that  small  and  proscribed  band 
oaks  that  the  thunder  of  the  gentleman  could  not 
reached.  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  one  of  the  humblest  shrubs. 
They  were  denounced  by  papers  who  professed  friend- 
j ship  for  the  president  for  this  support  of  the  presi- 
I dent.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  abiding  and  unshaken 
confidence  in  the  issue  they  were  making  to  the 
honest  American  people  who  were  unbiassed  by  party 
or  selfish  motives,  and  had  no  seats  in  congress  to 
look  for. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentlemen  that  John  Tyler  was 
seeking  re-election.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would  name  no 
candidate  for  the  next  three  years.  All  this  lamenta- 
ble difficulty  into  which  they  had  been  thrown  arose 
from  converting  this  hall  into  a great  electioneering 
political  arena.  He  would  henceforward  march  the 
path  which  he  believed  led  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  lie  would  name  no  candidate  three  years 
in  advance;  and  he  would  not  wonder  if  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  disgusted  with  all  these  caucus- 
sing and  detestable  proceedings,  should  go  out  and 
pick  up  some  candidate,  who  had  not  been  infected 
with  this  partisan  disgrace.  It  was  very  singular  that 
the  gentleman  had  voted  for  the  bill,  which  he  said 
was  framed  to  meet  the  opinions  of  the  president,  and 
yet  that  he  had  predicted  it  would  be  vetoed.  The 
bill  for  the  repeal  °f  the  sub-treasury  had  been  passed 
against  the  expostulations  of  himself  (Mr.  P.)  and 
many  others;  wh°  sa‘d  they  knew  not  of  the  fate  of 
the  bank  bill;  and  now,  after,  by  various  manoeuvres, 
it  had  been  passed  through,  they  charged  the  presi- 
dent with  a desire  to  unite  the  purse  and  sword  in 
his  hands. 

The  gentleman  had  said  he  would  not  be  surprised 
if  one  of  the  letter  writers  of  the  New  York  Herald 
had  written  the  president’s  veto  message.  He  (Mr. 
P.)  would  ask  if  this  was  not  disrespectful?  It  was 
the  greatest  disrespect  that  could  be  offered  to  the 
president,  and  yet  the  gentleman  had  said  he  meant 
no  disrespect. 

Mr.  Botts  had  said,  he  should  show  no  more  disre- 
spect to  the  president  than  was  necessary,  under  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Proffit.  “No  more  disrespect  than  necessary 
under  the  circumstances!”  And  they  would  have  no 
more  disgraceful  debate  here,  than  was  “necessary 
under  the  circumstances!”  If  all  these  subjects 
could  be  brought  into  the  house,  on  a constitutional 
question,  the  people  would  see  why  it  had  taken  place, 
and  from  what  motive  the  president  was  denounced. 
If  the  gentleman  had  confined  himself  to  the  veto 
message,  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  prepared  to  meet  him  on 
it.  The  first  veto  message  was  spoken  of  as  a docu- 
ment calculated  to  irritate.  What  did  the  gentle- 
man find  fault  with  this  message  about?  He  had  said 
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there  was  a beginning,  a pleading  that  congress  would 
put  off  this  matter.  How  was  the  president  to  speak? 
He  had  been  complained  of  for  decided  language 
in  the  other.  Would  not  the  country  understand 
this  matter,  and  see  that  the  president  was  charged 
■with  one  thing  and  then  with  another,  whatever  course 
he  took? 

[Here  Mr.  Proffit  was  cut  off  by  the  expiration  of 
his  hour.] 

Messrs.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Samson  Mason,  of  Ohio, 
and  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  followed  against  the  veto, 
and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Maryland,  in  favor  of  the  veto. 

Mr.  Gamble,  at  6 o’clock,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  ordered,  by  a very  large  vote. 

After  numerous  motions  to  adjourn,  by  Mr.  S.  W. 
Andrews,  and  others,  which  were  all  promptly  nega- 
tived by  large  votes,  the  main  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  put;  and  the  vote  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landoff  W.  An- 
drews, Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Botts,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell, 
William  Butler,  William  B Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  John  C.  Clark,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cushinff,  Garret  Davis,  William  C.  Dawson,  Deberry, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence,  Foster, 
Gamble,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham.  Green, 
Greig,  Habersham,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  Hudson, 
James  Irvine,  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kenne- 
dy, King,  Lane,  Lawrence,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Samson 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Mor- 
gan, Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley.  Pope,  Powell, 
Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Ray- 
ner,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade,  Smith,  Sprigg  Stanly,  Stoke- 
ley,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Summers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood^ Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  Edward 
D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young 
—103. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bid- 
lack,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown, 
Wm.  O.  Butler,  P.  C.  Caldwell  J.  Campbell,  Chapman, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  B.  Dawson, 
Dean,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry, 
Gilmer,  Wiiliam  O.  Goode,  Gustine,  Harris,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Me- 
Keon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  JohnThompson  Mason,  Ma- 
thews, Medilf,  Miller,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Partridge, 
Payne,  Plumer,  Proffi',  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers, 
Shaw,  Shields,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sweney,  Turney,  Van 
Buren,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  James 
W.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood — 80. 

So  the  bill  was  lost — two-thirds  not  voting  for  it. 

Before  the  adjournment  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the 
committee  of  conference  with  the  senate  on  the 
amendment  to  the  second  section  of  the  revenue  bill, 
reported  a substitute  for  the  original  amendment, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  house. 

The  house  then  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  be- 
fore seven. 

Saturday,  Sept.  11.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  rose  and 
said  that  in  the  absence  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Carey ) 
who  was  detained  from  his  seat  by  indisposition,  he 
would  ask  the  consent  of  the  house  to  be  allowed  to 
offer  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  a large  and  re- 
spectable meeting  of  the  people  of  Sussex  county,  in 
the  state  of  Virginia,  condemning  in  strong  and  for- 
cible terms,  most  of  the  important  measures  which 
had  engaged  the  attention  of  congress  at  its  present 
session;  and  approving  the  first  veto  of  the  bank  bill 
by  the  president.  The  resolutions  were  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKeon,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
reported  by  Mr.  Ferris,  from  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs: 

Resolved,  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  consider  the  propriety  of  entering  into  ne- 
gotiations with  the  British  government  tor  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  release  of  such  citizens  of  the  U.  States  as 
may  now  be  deiained  at  Van  Deiman’s  Land,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  British  dominions,  for  any  alledged  or 
actual  participation  in  the  late  insurrection  in  the  Cana- 
das. 

Mr.  McKeon  (who,  when  the  resolution  was  last 
under  discussion,  was  cutoff  by  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour)  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his 
remarks  for  some  time,  when  he  gave  way  to  Mr. 
Ingersoll,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
breach  of  privilege,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Stanly  and 
Wise,  who  made  the  following  report: 

The  special  committee,  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  and  report  to  the  house,  on  the 
rencontre  between  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Stanly,  on  the 
floor  of  the  house,  respectfully  submit: 


That  they  notified  those  gentlemen  of  their  meet- 
ing in  committee,  where  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Stanly 
might  attend  if  they  thought  proper,  and  that  their 
respective  written  statements  would  be  received  by 
the  committee. 

With  commendable  promptitude  and  candor,  both 
those  gentlemen  presented  written  statements,  not 
materially  differing  in  their  several  accounts. 

The  committee,  therefore,  deemed  it  superfluous 
to  take  further  testimony;  and  without  delay,  as  the 
session  is  drawing  to  a close,  present  the  following 
outline  of  this  transaction: 

During  debate  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  9th  day  of  this  month,  Mr.  Stanly  having  said 
what  Mr.  Wise  considered  improper  or  unkind,  he 
left  his  seat,  after  Mr.  Stanly  had  resumed  his,  and 
went  to  it.  Some  exciting  private  conversation  took 
place  between  them,  of  an  angry  but  not  insulting 
character,  till  Mr.  Wise  warned  Mr.  Stanly  not  to 
speak  of  him  again  as  he  said  he  had  done;  that  he 
told  him  that  he  (Mr.  Wise),  but  for  their  past  rela- 
tions, would  scale  Mr.  Stanly  on  the  floor  for  the  first 
beforementioned  attack  in  debate.  Mr.  Stanly  re- 
plied that  he  would  not  take  Mr.  Wise's  warning. — 
Mr.  Wise  proposed  to  Mr.  Stanly,  as  Mr.  Wise  states, 
for  explanation,  that  they  should  go  out  of  the  house 
together.  Mr.  Stanly  refused  to  go,  saying,  as  he 
alledges,  No,  sir;  you  have  heard  what  I have 
said;  you  can  take  your  own  course;  I have  nothing 
more  to  say.  Mr.  Wise  then  applied  contemptuous 
language  to  Mr.  Stanly,  which  he  cast  back  on  Mr. 
Wise.  The  controversy  thus  became  angry,  and 
terms  of  indignity  being  exchanged,  Mr.  Wise  says 
that  he  applied  to  Mr.  Stanly  terms  of  extreme  in- 
sult, which  Mr.  Stanly  repelled  by  calling  Mr.  Wise 
a liar;  whereupon,  Mr.  Wise  says  he  struck  Mr.  Stan- 
ly, who  says  Mr.  Wise  struck  at  him.  Blows  were 
aimed,  if  not  given,  by  both,  at  each  other,  in  a con- 
flict, which  was  put  an  end  to  by  adjacent  members 
forcibly  separating  the  combatants. 

The  proceedings  of  the  house  were  entirely  sus- 
pended by  the  tumult  and  confusion  which  ensued. 
Persons  from  without  rushed  into  the  scene  of  action; 
the  speaker,  without  form,  resumed  the  chair,  and 
for  some  time  tried  in  vain  to  restore  order. 

The  committee  consider  it  useless  to  dwell  in  mere 
terms  of  condemnation  on  an  outrage  so  detrimental 
to  the  dignity  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
derogatory  to  the  charactor  of  the  country.  Every 
member  must  feel,  as  every  citizen  has  declared,  that 
it  is  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  such  destructive  oc- 
currences. 

They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  report  be  inserted  in  full  in  the 
journal  of  the  house,  as  a reprimand. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  henceforth  among  the  rules  of 
this  house,  that  for  any  insulting  word,  applied  by  one 
member  to  another  in  committee  of  the  whole,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  report  the 
same  to  the  speaker  on  his  resuming  the  chair;  whereup- 
on the  speaker  shall  inflict  a fine  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars  on  the  offending  member,  to  be  deduct- 
ed from  his  compensation;  and  that  for  any  insulting 
words  applied  by  any  member  to  another,  in  the  house, 
the  speaker  shall  fine  him  as  before  mentioned,  as  on  re- 
port of  such  offence  in  committee  of  the  whole.  All  such 
proceedings  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  house. 

Resolved,  further.  That  it  be  henceforth  among  the 
rules  of  the  house,  that  for  any  blow  or  assault  inflicted 
by  a member  of  this  house  on  another,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  the  same  shall  be  reported  by  the  chairman  of 
said  committee  to  the  speaker;  and  for  any  blow  or  as- 
sault inflicted  by  a member  of  this  house  on  another,  in 
the  house,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  speaker  in  all  such 
cases  aforesaid  forthwith  to  submit  to  the  house  a motion 
for  the  expulsion  of  such  offending  member;  which  mo- 
tion the  house  shall  immediately,  in  priority  of  all  other 
business,  proceed,  on  the  speaker’s  said  motion,  to  de- 
termine. 

Mr.  I.  moved  the  previous  question  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  who  was  reprimanded? 

Mr.  Ingersoll  said  he  could  tell  the  gentleman,  but 
as  the  previous  question  had  been  called,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  lay  the  report  upon  the  table. 
A call  of  the  house  was  now  ordered;  but  before  the 
absentees  were  called  through — Mr.  Chapman,  of 
Alabama,  moved  that  all  further  proceedings  in  the 
call  be  dispensed  with.  The  house  so  ordered  it 
without  a count. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question;  and  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
So  there  was  not  a second. 

A very  long  and  exciting  debate,  running  through 
the  space  of  four  hours,  and  assuming  at  times  a very 
personal  aspect,  ensued;  in  which  Messrs.  Adams, 
Ingersoll,  Everett,  Carnthers,  Warren,  Botts,  Saltonstall, 
Proffit,  Hopkins,  Marshall,  Arnold,  Undenvood  and 
Stuart,  participated.  The  proceedings  were  as  follows: 

Mr.  Warren  desired  to  offer  an  amendment  provid- 
ing for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  instructing 


the  clerk  to  inform  the  governor  of  Virginia  thereof. 

It  was  subsequently  withdrawn.  And,  in  explana- 
tion of  his  reasons  for  offering  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Warren  remarked  that  almost  all  the  affrays  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  house  had  been  between 
members  from  the  south  and  southwest,  whilst  those 
coming  from  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
union  were  very  much  opposed  to  them,  as  all  should 
be;  so  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  send  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  already  done  to  the  table,  with  a view  of 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  such  a scene  as  had  oc- 
curred on  Thursday.  Having  done  this,  whatever 
might  be  the  fate  of  it,  he  should  wash  his  hands  of 
the  whole  matter.  Fie  knew  that  his  constituents 
were  highly  indignant  at  the  enactment  of  these  dis- 
graceful scenes,  and  desired  the  existence  of  a better 
state  of  things  in  congress.  If  he  were  to  give  his 
assent  to  them,  he  would  come  in  for  his  share  of 
the  defamation  which  attached  to  this  house.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that, 
when  one  member  struck  another,  the  last  was  bound 
to  retaliate;  there  was  no  discretion.  Mr.  W.  said, 
in  reference  to  the  disturbance  on  Thursday,  he  be- 
lieved they  were  indebted  to  the  resolution  and 
strength  of  some  members,  and  to  the  position  of  the 
table  and  chairs  on  that  occasion,  for  the  prevention 
of  one  of  the  bloodiest  riots  that  had  ever  taken  place 
in  the  civilized  world.  Were  they,  he  asked,  to  go 
on  and  countenance  these  riots  until  they  should  see 
that  floor  deluged  in  blood?  He  trusted  not,  and  he, 
for  one,  would  not  countenance  them,  and  therefore 
he  had  drawn  up  this  resolution  in  anticipation  of 
this  report  being  made,  and  which  he  had  intended  to 
offer  as  a privileged  question. 

Mr.  Botts  proposed  to  strike  out  the  first  and  se- 
cond resolutions,  and  to  adopt  the  report  with  the 
third  resolution. 

Mr.  Caruthers  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words  “Henry  A. 
Wise.” 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked 
and  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  72,  nays 
93.  So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Caruthers — Mr.  Moore,  of  La.  suggested  an 
amendment  going  to  dispense  with  all  further  pro- 
ceedings, (in  view  of  the  apology  made  by  Mr. 
Wise),  but  had  not  an  opportunity  to  offer  it  formal- 

!y- 

Mr.  Arnold  offered  an  amendment  which,  as  sub- 
sequently modified  by  him  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Pope,  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise, 
the  aggressor,  in  the  above  mentioned  assault,  has  ac- 
knowledged his  offence  and  asked  pardon  of  the  house, 
all  further  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  subject  be  dis- 
continued. 

Mr.  Calhoun  (chairman  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  rules)  was  understood  to  suggest  that  that 
committee  had  reported  a provision  to  meet  cases  of 
breach  of  privilege  for  the  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Proffit  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  in  order 
to  enable  the  committee  to  make  such  a one  as  would 
better  meet  the  views  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Stuart  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  P. 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  instructions: 

That,  as  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  who  was  the  as- 
sailant of  the  hon.  E.  Stanly  on  the  floor  of  the  house 
of  representatives  on  the  9th  instant,  has  made  the 
proper  acknowledgments  to  the  house,  and  as  the 
controversy  between  the  parties  has  been  amicably 
and  honorably  adjusted: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  further  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  house,  in  regard  to  said  assault,  be  dis- 
continued. 

Mr.  Proffit  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Arnold  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Wise  in  a few 
brief  sentences,  repeated  the  expressions  of  apology 
heretofore  tendered  by  him  to  the  house,  and  ex- 
pressed his  earnest  desire  that  no  censure  should 
fall  on  the  gentleman  from  N.  C.  (Mr.  Stanly). 

Mr.  Stanly  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I feel  compelled  to 
say  a word.  And  now,  sir,  after  what  has  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  l am 
at  liberty  to  say  more  than  I hitherto  stated. 

In  the  remarks  I made  which  gave  offence  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  nothing  was  further  from 
my  thoughts  than  any  design  to  give  offence.  I have 
never  in  the  course  of  my  life,  in  public  or  in  private 
spoken  more  sportively  than  I did  in  the  remarks  I 
made,  which  seemed,  most  unconsciously  to  me,  to 
offend  the  gentleman.  I was  never  in  a better  hu- 
mor. Sir,  their  are  circumstances  in  connection  with 
this  affair  which  I do  not  feel  willing  to  reveal.  Let 
it  pass. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I have  uniformly  in  public  and  in 
private,  spoken  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  the 
terms  of  commendation  which  his  services  justified 
and  required.  My  public  speeches  show  it.  Yes, 
sir;  I have  defended  him  while  some  now  seeking 
favor  have  vilified  him.  The  harshest  remarks  I ever 
made  of  that  gentleman  were  in  his  own  chamber, 
when  he  and  I were  alone,  face  to  face,  as  gentlemen 
ought  to  speak.  I will  say  no  more  on  this  part  of 
the  subject. 

I most  deeply  and  sincerely  regret,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  my  name  should  be  associated  with  the  recollec- 
tion of  such  an  occurrence.  But  I cannot  help  it. 

I do,  however,  object,  if  the  house  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  so,  that  there  should  be  any  appearance  of 
a disposition  on  the  part  of  this  house  to  concur  in 
the  report.  I have  asked  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, (Mr.  Ingersoll),  if  the  report  reprimanded 
me.  He  answered  me,  “I  do  not  know.”  I asked  if 
the  committee  intended  to  reprimand  me.  He  said 
he  “could  not  tell:  each  man  who  reads  must  judge 
for  himself.”  This  I understood  the  chairman  to 
say.  Now,  sir,  my  constituents  will  not  know  whe- 
ther I am  reprimanded/^  not.  This  will  place  me 
in  the  most  painful  situation. 

I am  accountable  to  my  constituents,  from  whom  I 
have  received  greater  honors  and  more  favors  than  I 
can  adequately  thank  them  for.  I am,  above  all 
things,  anxious  to  secure  their  good  opinion.  If  this 
report  goes  to  them,  it  will  appear  I was  reprimand- 
ed. I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
my  mind  is  made  up.  If  I am  reprimanded  by  this 
house,  my  resignation  of  a seat  on  this  floor  is  im- 
mediately placed  in  your  hands.  I would  not  sit  here 
one  hour  after  such  a vote.  I should  return  home,  to 
the  honest  men  by  whose  authority  I came  here,  and 
ask  a re-election,  a purification  at  their  hands,  be- 
fore I took  my  seat  again.  No,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I 
thought  there  was  one  member  on  that  commit- 
tee with  whom  I have  been  associated  for  years 
past  who  thought  I deserved  to  be  reprimanded,  I 
would  not  hold  my  seat  here.  I attained  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  here  by  honorable  means,  at  the  hands 
of  honorable  men.  I came  in  the  ardent  hope  of 
being  able  to  serve  my  country  and  promote  the  in- 
terests of  North  Carolina.  I intend,  at  every  hazard, 
at  all  risks  that  I am  able  to  encounter,  to  give  up 
the  high  trust  confided  to  my  hands  without  just 
cause  for  censure  or  reproach.  I am  beyond  expres- 
sion anxious  that  no  act  of  mine  shall  cause  a blush 
on  the  cheek  of  any  North  Carolinian.  I had  ra- 
ther perish  than  cast  a reproach  on  the  name  of 
my  native  state.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  I have  an  ho- 
nest name  of  my  own,  which  was  transmitted  to  me 
pure  and  unsullied,  and  which  shall  pass  from  me 
untarnished.  Let  not  the  house,  therefore,  by  adopt- 
ing this  strange  report,  appear  to  reprimand  me. 
Such,  I am  aware,  cannot  be  their  design.  I am  not 
beseeching  favor  of  the  house — I have  none  to  ask.  I 
demand  justice  for  my  constituents — for  my  state. 

Afterwards  when  several  gentlemen  had  spoken, 
Mr.  Stanly  said  he  desired  to  say  that  he  hoped  his 
friend  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Arnold),  would  forbear 
from  urging  upon  the  house  the  propriety  of  adopting 
rigorous  measures  towards  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  Stanly  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  house 
did  not  approve  the  report  of  the  committee.  No 
one  seemed  to  think,  or  had  said,  that  he,  (Mr. 
S.)  ought  to  be  reprimanded;  and  Mr.  S.  desired  to 
say  he  reciprocated  the  expression  of  good  feeling 
which  had  been  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia. He  did  not  wish  the  house  to  punish  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia;  he  had  made  ample  apologies 
to  the  house,  which  Mr.  S.  hoped  would  be  satisfac- 
tory. Mr.  Stanly  had  intended  to  say  this  when  up 
before,  but  under  the  excitement  of  the  moment 
forgot  it.  He,  (Mr.  Stanly),  would  be  satisfied  to 
have  the  report  recommitted,  as  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stuart),  as  the  house 
had  refused  to  concur  in  it.  All,  (said  Mr.  Stanly), 
that  I have  to  ask  of  the  house  is,  let  me  return  to 
my  constituents  “with  my  shield,  or  on  my  shield.” 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded, 
The  main  question,  (being  on  recommitment  with  in- 
structions), was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  yeas  104,  nays  56.  So  the 
report  was  recommitted  with  the  instructions. 

Mr.  Cathoun,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
rules,  made  a long  report,  (not  read),  which  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  Asbury 
Dickens,  esq.  secretary,  stating  that  that  body  had 
passed  the  resolution  of  this  house  for  the  final  ad- 
journment of  congress,  with  an  amendment. 

This  amendment  simply  strikes  out  the  hour  leaving 
the  day  as  fixed,  to  wit:  Monday,  the  13th  instant. 

The  house  took  up  and  considered  the  amendment, 
and  concurred  in  it. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  examined  the  bill 


repealing  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  1838,  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  academy,  and  also  the 
bill  in  relation  to  duties  and  drawbacks,  and  had 
found  the  same  to  be  correct. 

Whereupon  the  said  bills  received  the  signature  of 
the  speaker. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  by  the  hands  of  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq. 
his  private  secretary,  informing  the  house  that  the 
president  had  approved  and  signed  the  following  bills: 

A bill  providing  for  repairing  the  Potomac  bridge. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  salaries  and 
outfits  of  diplomatic  agents. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 

A bill  in  relation  to  duties  on  drawbacks. 

A bill  repealing  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
1838,  making  appropriations  for  the  military  acade- 
my. 

And,  at  a little  before  three  o’clock  the  hou^fe  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  Sept.  13.  Mr.  Stanly  offered  a resolution 
providing  that  the  messenger  of  the  house  should  fur- 
nish the  vehicles  required  for  the  service  of  the 
house. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Floyd,  Hopkins 
and  Stanly,  the  resolution,  being  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Hopkins,  was  not  received. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  for  infor- 
mation as  to  fortifications  intended  for  the  defence  of 
our  western  frontier. 

Mr.  Morgan  objected.  “The  resolution  calls  on 
the  secretary  of  war.  We  have  no  secretary  of  war 
now.” 

Mr.  Graham  moved  a call  of  the  house,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  call  was  or- 
dered. Yeas  52,  nays  23. 

Before  the  calling  of  the  roll  was  completed,  Mr. 
Fillmore  moved  that  further  proceedings  in  the  call  be 
dispensed  with.  Agreed  to,  so  the  call  was  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Everett  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  house,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have 
other  communications  to  make  to  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjourn: 

And  the  sjwaker  announced  Messrs.  Everett,  Ward, 
and  Lewis  Williams,  as  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  house. 

Various  resolutions  were  offered,  which  were  not 
received. 

Mr.  John  C.  Clark  suggested  that  the  house  should 
take  a recess  until  5 o’clock,  having  no  business  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  when  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  president  had  returned,  and 
should  inform  this  house  that  there  was  no  further 
necessity  for  its  legislative  action,  the  house  could 
adjourn  without  waiting  for  the  senate.  This  had 
been  done  heretofore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  the  house  took  a 
recess  until  twelve  o’clock,  M. 

At  twelve  o’clock  the  house  (or  the  skeleton  there- 
of which  was  left)  was  again  called  to  order  by  the 
speaker.  And,  after  waiting  some  moments,  a message 
was  received  from  the  senate,  by  Asbury  Dickins,  esq. 
secretary,  stating  that  the  senate  had  postponed  inde- 
finitely the  joint  resolution  of  this  house  in  relation 
to  the  prices  of  public  printing  in  the  departments. 

Also,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  had 
informed  the  senate  that  he  had  approved  and  signed 
the  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  wa- 
ter-rotted hemp. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  the  house  took 
a further  recess  until  5 o’clock  this  afternoon. 

The  speaker  resumed  the  chair  at  half  past  five 
o’clock. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  Lewis 
H.  Machen,  esq.  clerk,  informing  the  house  that  the 
senate  had  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a joint  committee 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  had  other  communications 
to  make,  the  two  houses  were  ready  to  adjourn,  and 
that  the  senate  had  appointed  a committee  on  their 
part. 

The  speaker  remained  in  the  chair,  and  the  house 
unoccupied  for  about  an  hour, 

When  Mr.  Marshall  rose  and  inquired  of  the  speaker 
whether  it  was  in  order  at  this  time  to  submit  a pro- 
position of  any  kind  ? 

The  answer  of  the  speaker  did  not  reach  the  ear 
of  the  reporter,  but  the  members  with  great  unani- 
mity, called  upon  Mr.  Marshall  to  proceed. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
second  veto  message  be  printed. 


In  presenting  this  motion,  Mr.  M.  addressed  the 
house  for  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  in  a severe  re- 
view of  the  political  course  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  especially  with  reference  to  the  second 
bank  bill;  and  on  the  general  condition  and  prospects 
of  the  whig  party. 

Having  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr.  M.  withdrew 
the  motion  to  print. 

After  which  Mr.  Everett  rose  and  said  that  the  joint 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  inform  him  that  the  two  houses 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make,  had  performed  their  duty,  and  had 
been  requested  by  the  president  to  say  that  he  had 
no  further  legislative  communication  to  make  to 
congress. 

Whereupon,  at  a quarter  before  8 o’clock,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ward,  the  house  adjourned  sine  die. 


COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ACTS 

PASSED  AT  THE  1st  SESSION  OF  THE  27th  CONGRESS. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

An  act  authorising  a loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of 
the  late  president  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  pay,  subsis- 
tence, &c.  of  a home  squadron. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  pauper  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  for  ten  years 
an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanic 
Relief  society  of  Alexandria. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,”  and  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  embezzlers  of  public  money,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions. 

An  act  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States. 

An  act  further  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  general  land  office. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  recover}'  of  fines  and  for- 
feitures incurred  under  the  charter,  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  Georgetown,  before  justices  of  the  peace. 

An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
carry  into  effect  a convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  republic.” 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stases,”  approved 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  and  the  acts  amending  the  same. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  funeral 
expenses  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  deceased,  late 
president  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifica- 
tions, for  ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppress- 
ing Indian  hostilities. 

An  act  to  provide  for  placing  Greenough  statue  of 
Washington  in  the  rotundoof  the  capitol,and  for  ex- 
penses therein  mentioned. 

An  act  authorising  the  transmission  of  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  Mrs.  Harrison  free  of  postage. 

An  act  to  make  appropriations  for  the  post  office 
department. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase 
of  naval  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  outfits  and  sala- 
ries of  diplomatic  agents,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Potomac  bridge. 

An  act  relating  to  duties  and  drawbacks. 

An  act  to  repeal  a part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
military  academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1838,  and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  July  7,  1838. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

A resolution  relating  to  the  light-boats  now  station- 
ed at  Sandy  Hook  and  Bartlett’s  Reef. 

A resolution  for  the  distribution  of  seven  hundred 
copies  of  the  Digest  of  Patents. 

A resolution  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the 
printed  returns  of  the  sixth  census. 

A resolution  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  domes- 
tic water-rotted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
navy. 

Joint  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
general  to  examine  into  the  titles  of  the  lands  or 
sites  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  armories 
and  other  public  works  and  buildings,  and  for  other 
purposes. 
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93”  POSTSCRIPT — FOREIGN  NEWS.  I 

The  Great  Western  reached  New  York  on  Thurs-  ! 
day,  in  15  days  and  3 hours,  bringing  110  passengers 
and  London  dates  to  the  31st  ult.  Tiie  weather  had 
proved  very  fine — crops  improved  of  course — free 
wheat  was  6d.  a bushel  cheaper — harvest  was  fairly  ] 
progressing  in  southern  counties.  Harvest  in  France 
very  promising. 

Parliament  was  in  session.  After  four  nights  de- 
bate the  majority  against  the  whig  ministry  was  72 
in  the  house  of  lords,  and  91  in  the  commons,  and 
they  of  course  resigned.  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  form- 
ing the  new  ministry,  in  which  it  is  said  the  duke  of 
Wellington  will  be  included.  Resolutions  had  been 
offered  in  parliament  in  relation  to  the  McLeod  af- 
fair, which  induced  lord  Palmerston  to  announce  that 
the  positions  assumed  by  Mr.  Webster  in  that  case 
was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  British  government, 
which  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 


CHRONICLE. 


Bank  Items.  The  Western  bank  of  Georgia,  at  Co- 
lumbus, has  been  closed,  the  teller  having  run  off  with 
$75,000  of  its  funds. 

Ban?,-  of  the  U.  S,  of  Pa.  On  the  10th  inst.  1,020 
shares  of  this  bank  were  sold  on  the  New  York  ex- 
change at  from  $6j  to  $7  At  Philadelphia  sales  were 
made  the  same  day  at  $7|.  Sales  since  have  been  made 
at  the  same  rates. 

Brown  University.  The  hon.  John  Brown  Francis 
has  been  elected  chancellor  of  Brown  university,  in  place 
ot  Samuel  Cridghuin,  deceased.  Rev.  Barnas  Sears,  of 
Newton,  was  chosen  a member  of  the  board  of  fellows, 
and  the  rev.  Edward  B.  Hall,  a member  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

Corn.  The  Talleliassee  Floridian  represents  the  crop, 
now  beyond  danger,  to  be  very  fine  in  that  region. — 
Prices  continue  i:i  the  Baltimore  market  at  66a69  cents. 
It  is  quoted  in  the  last  Charleston,  S.  C.  papers  at  about 
the  same  rates. 

Cotton.  5, ICO  bales  sold  at  New  Yo:k  last  week  at 
prices  | to  £ cent  lower  than  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Britannia.  At  Charleston  we  notice  a decline  of  | to  | 
cent  per  lb.  The  crop  in  Florida  is  represented  to  be  j 
very  promising. 

“T he  Deer-slayer,  or  the  First  War  Path,"  a new  novel 
by  Cooper,  has  been  published  by  Lee  and  Blanchard, 
Philadelphia.  It  represents  Leatherstocking's  in  his  young 
daj’s. 

Deaths.  Amongst  the  obituary  notices  that  have  reach- 
ed us  duri  ng  the  week,  is  J.  B.  Riclisonville,  the  principal 
chief  of  the  Miami  nation,  who  died  on  the  13th  ui t . at 
his  residence  on  the  St.  Mary’s  river,  near  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  He  was  about  SO  years  of  age.  He  left  about 
$200,000  in  specie,  besides  immense  quantities  of  very 
valuable  real  estate,  which  by  will  he  has  left  to  be  divided 
among  his  relations. 

At  West  Point,  on  the  9<h  inst.  in  the  16th  year  of  his 
age,  Cadet  Thomson  F.  Mason,  son  of  the  late  J udge 
Thomson  F.  Mason,  of  Alexandria,  a highly  promising 
and  estimable  youth. 

“Is  this  pil’d  earth  our  being’s  pass'ess  mound? 

Tell  me,  cold  grave!  is  death  with  poppies  crown’d?’’ 

On  the  11th  instant,  at  Washington,  Townshend  Dade, 
late  a caption  of  U S.  Dragoons. 

At  New  York  on  the  12. b inst.  general  Robert  Bogar- 
dus,  of  that  city— an  old  and  eminent  citizen,  who  has 
filled  offices  of  trust  and  distinction. 

Elections.  We  have  at  length  received  a full  list  of 
the  senators  and  representativeselected  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana; according  to  which  the  senate  will  stand  1 1 Van 
Buren  and  9 whigs — and  the  house  53  whigs  and  47  Van 
Buren — giving  the  whigs  a majority  of  one  on  joint 
ballot. 

Rhode  Island  has  returned  a large  majority  of  whigs  to 
both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

From  Vermont  sufficient returns  are  received  to  render 
it  probable  that  no  election  has  been  effected  of  either 
governor,  lieut.  governor,  or  treasurer,  there  being  three 
regularly  nominated  tickets — whig,  Van  Buren  and 
abolition.  The  legislative  houses  elected  are  whig  in  both 
branches.  So  tar  as  heard  from  for  the  senate  19  whigs, 

7 Van  Buren  and  4 doubtful;  for  ihe  house  111  whigs,  71 
Van  Buren,  and  6 no  choice — and  the  vote  lor  governor 
stands  Paine  15  571;  Smilie  15  343;  Hutch,  abolition, 
2,189. 

From  Maine,  sufficient  returns  are  received  to  render  it 
certain  that  the  present  whig  governor  Kent,  is  defeated, 
and  that  there  will  be  Van  Buren  majorities  in  both 
houses. 

An  eleclion  for  three  members  of  the  stale  legislature, 
from  the  ciry  of  New  Orleans,  to  fill  vacancies,  lias  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  of  Manuel  Ducros,  George  K.  Rod- 
gers and  E.  A.  Canon.  The  first  two  whigs,  and  the 
last  a V.  B.  There  were  five  other  candidates. 

There  was  a municipal  election  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
on  the  7rli  inst.  There  were  two  candidates  for  mayor, 
viz:  Jacob  J.  Mintzing  and  Henry  L Pinckney.  The 


former  was  chosen,  and  all  the  members  of  the  old  coun- 
cil who  were  candidates  are  re-elected. 

Exchange.  At  New  York  bills  on  London  87  a 9j; 
on  France  5f.20a22§;  domestic  exchange  continues,  with 
very  slight  variations,  as  last  quoted  ia  the  Register. 

Flour  in  the  New  York  market  $6  87 — but  the  trans- 
actions are  light,  buyers  and  sellers  both  waiting  for 
further  advice  from  Europe.  The  quantity  of  flour  and 
wheat  delivered  from  the  Erie  canal,  during  the  first 
week  in  September,  at  the  places  named  below,  is  as 
follows,  viz: 

brls.  flour.  bush,  wheat. 

Schenectady,  316  34 

West  Troy,  15,721  18,620 

Albany,  31,205  10,692 


Total,  47,215  29,316 

The  amount  of  toll  received  at  the  canal  collector’s  of- 
fice in  this  city,  for  the  first  week  Sept,  was  $12,460  38 

Last  year,  8,450  22 


Increase,  $4,010  16 

At  Baltimore  inspections  last  week  12,675  brls.  and  537 
half  brls. — Prices  rose  from  $6  25  to  $7  on  receiving  the 
news  by  the  Britannia,  but  declined  again  !o  $6  50  by  the 
end  of  the  week.  This  week  if  has  revived  and  may  now 
be  quoted  at  from  $6  50  to  $6  75,  according  to  quality. 

Later.  The  news  just  received  by  the  Great  Western 
w ill  depress  prices  very  considerably. 

Grain  in  Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania  last  year  pro- 
duced upwards  of  13,000,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and 
40,000,000  bushels  of  coarser  grain. 

Imprisonment  of  Mr.  Cross  at  Mantanzas.  Our 
public  journals  have  inserted  under  the  caption  of  “out- 
rage,’’ an  account  of  the  imprisonment  of  an  American, 
erroneously  represemed  to  be  a United  States  consul,  by 
the  Spanish  authorities  at  Mantanzas.  We  learn  from 
the  Madisonian,  that  Mr.  Cross  is  neither  a consul  nor 
vice  consul  of  the  U.  States  though  sometime  since  he 
was  on  an  occasion  selected  by  Mr.  Courts,  the  U.  States 
consul  to  act  for  him,  during  an  absence  from  his  station, 
but  Mr.  Cross  is  neither  recognised  by  the  Spanish  nor 
American  government  as  filling  any  official  station,  and 
therefore  is  not  entitled  to  other  protection  than  as  an 
American  citizen,  which  will  no  doubt  be  promptly  ex- 
tended to  him. 

Benjamin  Lett  the  notorious  desperado  who  created 
so  much  disturbance  on  the  Canada  frontier,  and  for 
whom  the  governor  of  New  York  had. offered  a reward 
of  $900,  having  been  sentenced  for  seven  years  to  the 
penitentiary  of  that  state,  was  taken  near  Buffalo  on  the 
6th  inst.  after  a stout  resistance.  The  Evening  Journal 
says,  he  is  a man  of  indomitable  enterprise  and  daring. 
Having  embarked  with  Mackenzie  in  the  contemplated 
rebellion,  his  farm  was  confiscated,  and  then  his  brother 
was  shot,  and  his  sister  outraged  by  soldiery.  This  was 
enough  to  make  a man  desperate — he  determined  to  live 
henceforth  for  revenge.  After  his  escape  from  the  rail 
road  car  on  his  way  to  prison,  he  returned  to  Canada, 
where  he  blew  up  the  Welland  canal  and  Brock’s  monu- 
ment. On  the  Saturday  night  before  he  was  arrested  in 
Buffalo,  he  was  in  Canada,  maturing  a plan  to  blow  up 
a war  steamer. 

The  Lowel  Institute  in  Boston.  The  directors 
among  other  measures  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  testator, 
have  resolved  to  in  vite  eminent  men  from  Europe  to  give 
courses  of  lectures  there.  Mr.  Lyell,  the  celebrated  geo- 
logist, who  arrived  a month  or  two  since,  came  upon  this 
mission,  and  is  to  deliver  twelve  lectures  on  geology  at 
the  new  institution.  The  lioeral  sum  of  ,£'500  is  jo  be 
paid  him;  the  same  sum  was  ollerod  to  professor  Faraday 
and  Owen  to  undertake  the  voyage  and  task.  Mr.  Fara- 
day declined,  and  Owen  has  not  fully  determined. 

[Salem  (Mass.)  Gazette. 


Gold  Mine.  The  Charlotte  (Nurth  Carolina)  Journal 
says,  that  persons  engaged  in  hunting  gold,  discovered  a 
vein  on  the  lands  of  Thomas  Flow,  on  Clear  creek,  about 
14  miles  east  of  this  place,  which  is  very  rich.  The  vein 
is  about  one  foot  wide.  Some  of  the  ore  taken  out  was 
worth  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  per 
bushel. 

McLeod.  A variety  of  rumors  were  afloat  a few  days 
since,  to  the  effect,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  received  instruc- 
tions to  urge  once  more  the  release  of  McLeod,  and  in 
case  of  his  being  subjected  to  irial,  to  demand  his  pass- 
pons.  There  is  no  truth  in  the  rumor. 

There  has  been  some  excitement  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  produced  by  a different  rumor.  The  Utica  De- 
mocrat says:  “On  the  27th,  letters  were  received  by  the 
sheriff  and  fi-st  judge  of  that  county,  from  the  governor 
and  the  secretary  of  this  slate,  informing  them  that  au- 
thentic information  had  been  received  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment that  a body  of  about  three  hundred  men  from 
Canada  were  at  rendezvous  on  ihe  evening  of  the  27th, 
in  the  town  of  Marcy,  adjoining  Whitestown,  opposite,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk, and  would  make  an  attempt 
to  rescue  McLeod  and  conduction)  to  Canada.  Thesheriff 
immediately  called  out  the  inhabitants,  mustered  all  the 
arms  and  ammunition  in  the  place,  shotted  the  guns,  and 
placed  a guard  around  the  jail.  He  also  sent  to  Utica, 
and  procured  more  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the  arm- 
ed posse  guarded  the  jail  bravely  and  manly  until  morn- 
ing; but  no  attempt  was  made;  no  foe  appeared,  and  no 
trace  of  the  invaders  has  been  discovered.” 

New  Orleans.  Deaths  on  the  1st  instant,  14,  of  which 
1 1 by  yellow  lever.  On  the  2d,  there  were  35  deaths,  of 


which  20  by  yellow  fever.  On  the  3J  there  were  2S 
deaths,  19  of  which  by  yellow  fever.  On  the  4th.  16 
deaths,  of  which  9 by  yellow  fever.  On  the  5th  and  6th, 
there  were  59  deaths,  of  which  38  were  of  yellow  fever. 
366  patients  reported  in  the  Charity  hospital.  On  the  7th 
insiant,  35  deaths  occured,  of  which  22  were  of  yellow 
fever. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  Montreal  sailed  from  New 
York  on  the  11  th  instant,  with  $136,472  in  specie,  for 
Liverpool. 

The  amount  of  specie  eKported  from  New'  York  to 
Europe  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  present  month 
of  September,  according  to  a statement  in  the  N.  York 
American,  was  $718,443 — of  which  $267,739  went  to 
Havre,  and  $450,704  to  London. 

Mr.  Stevenson  American  minister  at  London,  ex- 
pects to  sail  tor  the  United  States  on  the  4th  October. 

Steam  Ship.  A large  steamship,  called  the  Precursor, 
upwards  of'1,500  tons  burthen,  and  with  two  engines  of 
500  horse  power,  is  advertised  to  leave  Southampton. 
(Eng.)  on  the  1st  October,  for  Calcutta.  She  is  expect- 
ed to  make  the  passage,  including  stoppages,  in  70  days. 
This  ship  is  intended  for  a packet  between  Calcutta, 
Madras,  Ceylon  and  Suez. 

The  Bunker  Hill  Aurora,  Boston,  says  that  Mr.  Chas. 
Keutgenis  now  in  that  city,  aciing  as  agent  of  the  “Bre- 
men and  American  steam  company,”  to  establish  a line 
of  sleam-ships  between  Bremen  and  the  United  States, 
touchiro  at  tl  e Is'e  of  Wight,  or  perhaps  some  port  in 
England.  They  have  already  obtained  the  necessary 
finds,  and  are  ready  to  commence  the  construction  of 
the.  first  ship.  Mr.  K.  has  been  in  New  York,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  what  accommodations  he  can  obtain 
there,  and  is  now  pursuing  similar  investigation  at  Bos- 
ton. 

Steamboat  Items.  The  steamer  Keohuck  on  bet  way 
from  Si.  Louis  to  Cincinnati,  struck  a snag  at  the  foot  of 
Geneva  Island  on  the  30th  ult.  and  sunk  instantly.  It 
has  been  stated  ten  or  twelve  passengers  w'ere  drowned 
but  later  intelligence  renders  it  questionable  whether  any 
lives  were  lost. 

Tne  steamboat  William  Paris,  from  New  Orleans, 
with  a full  cargo,  struck  a snag  at  Grand  Chain,  and  is 
a w eek. 

The  new  steamer  Chief  Magistrate,  on  her  first  trip 
from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans  was  totally  lost  at  Island 
65,  having  struck  a log  at  12  o’clock,  on  the  night  of  the 
23th  ult.  She  had  on  board  a full  cargo  of  freight,  and 
only  a small  part  of  the  engine  and  cabin  furniture  will 
be  saved. 

The  Germ,  Lieut.  Hunter’s  experimental  steamboat, 
having  passed  up  the  Hudson  and  through  the  New 
York  canals  to  the  lakes,  and  back  again,  to  the  admira- 
tion of  all  who  witnessed  the  performance  of  h?r  new 
method  of  propelling,  reached  Balitmore  by  way  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  in  thirteen  hours  from 
Philadelphia.  We  met  her  on  Wednesday  “a  thing  of 
life’’  upon  the  broad  Chesapeake,  steering  for  Norfolk. 

Tea.  6.99S  packages  of  tea  were  offered  and  5,509 
of  them  sold  at  New  York  on  the  15th  ins. an;.  Prices 
ranged  from  70  to  87  for  hyson;  young  hyson  71aS3,  57a 
70,  ~40a42;  hyso.i  skin  46ja59;  black  50a56j;  superior 
Oolong  $1  02. 

Tobacco.  The  inspections  of  the  last  week  in  Balti- 
more consisted  of  1,265  hogsheads  Maryland;  322  Ohio; 
and  10  Virginia;  total  1,59?  hhds.  So  large  an  influx 
effected  the  market  slight ly.  The  principle  sales  were 
at  $5  to  6 25,  Common  Maryland  $3  50  to  4 50;  mid- 
d'ing  to  good  $5  to  7 50  good  $8  to  8 50;  fine  $9  to  13. 
Ohio  tobacco  is  neglected  at  present — prices  as  in  our 
last  quotations. 

The  Philadelphia  Ledger  says:  Charles  E.enwein  a 
tobacco  merchant,  well  known  in  this  city  and  New 
York,  has  recently  absconded  or  gone  to  Europe,  with 
all  ihe  funds  of  two  commercial  houses — one  in  ibis  city 
and  one  in  New  York.  The  liabilities  in  both  houses, 
it  is  staled,  will  not  fall  short  of  one  million  of  dollars. 
The  principal  losses  will  fall  upon  the  partners.  The 
principle  cause  of  Esenvvein’s  rascality  is  said  to  be  an 
infamous  connection  he  had  formed  with  a dissolute  girl, 
which  had  led  him  into  extravagances  lliat  squandered 
his  own  and  the  means  of  others. 

ViNTACE  in  France.  The  grapes  in  France  generally, 
are  ill's  year  more  than  usually  abundant.  Seldom  have 
the  vines  been  more  heavily  laden,  but  titere  is  little  liopo 
that  they  will  ripen  in  good  season. 

Wasbinqton  College  (Hartford)  has  received  a legacy 
of  $2, QUO  from  the  estate  ot  Z.  Marks. 

Wheat.  Sales  were  effected  fora  day  or  two,  in  Bal- 
timore last  week  at  $1  38  to  1 49 — hut  fell  again  to$l  30 
a 1 40;  at  Zansville  Ohio  $1  12. 

Wool.  Prices  in  Baltimore  range  from  35  to  42  for 
middling  grades;  prime  Saxony  fleece  50  cents  at  six 
months. 

Wool  in  Australia.  In  1S07  the  whole  quantity  cf 
wool  produced  was  245  pounds — in  1339,  10,128,774  lbs. 
equal  to  one-fifth  of  tiie  whole  consumption  of  Britain; 
making  a return  to  British  subjects  of  nearly  £1,000,000 
sterling,  which  otherwise  would  have  gone  to  foreigners. 

Yellow  Fever  is  severely  visiling  Lafayette,  Louisi- 
ana. The  number  of  interments  during  the  week  end- 
ing 2d  inslant  is  28,of  which  17  by  I lie  fever.  I11  one 
square  containing  seventeen  houses  eleven  deaths  oc- 
curred. 
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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

We  were  not  a little  astonished  a few  days  since, 
upon  opening  a letter  from  one  of  our  oldest  subscri- 
bers, of  the  interior  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to 
find,  as  a reason  assigned  by  the  writer  for  discon- 
tinuing to  receive  the  Register  in  numbers,  and  pre- 
ferring to  have  it  hereafter  in  volume,  that  “the 
Register  having  ceased  to  be  the  champion  of  Ame- 
rican interests  and  industry,  and  become  the  advocate 
of  fallacious  free  trade  doctrines,  which  if  carried  out, 
would  involve  the  better  part  of  the  confederacy  in 
irretrievable  ruin; — it  has  lost  its  interest  and  value 
to  me,  except  for  historical  reference.” 

The  difficulties  incident  to  the  period  which  has 
transpired  since  we  have  had  charge  of  this  publica- 
tion, and  those  which  we  had  to  encounter  in  bring- 
ing into  order  an  establishment  that  in  all  its  ramifi- 
cations had  become  exceedingly  deranged,  has  pre- 
vented our  attempting  to  indulge  much  in  editorial 
remarks — but  certainly,  such  as  we  have  adventured, 
have  generally  been  in  relation  to  what  we  consider 
one  of  the  most  interesting  topics  that  is  likely  soon  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  people  of  this  country 

THAT  OF  THE  TRUE  CONDITION  AND  PROSPECTS  OF 

foreign  trade, — for  the  maintenance  of  a fair 
share  of  which,  we  apprehend  there  is  about  to  be  a 
very  ardent  struggle  between  this  country  and  both 
England  and  France,  and  we  have  considered  it  a 
duty  frequently  to  call  attention  to  the  subject;  and 
by  selections  of  official  and  interesting  articles,  to 
furnish  our  readers  with  the  best  datas  wherewith 
to  form  opinions.  How  any  reader  of  the  Regis- 
ter could  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  pub- 
lication had  ceased  to  be  “the  champion  of  Ame- 
rican interests  and  industry,  and  become  the  advocate 
of  fallacious  free  trade  doctrines”  we  are  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  imagine;  and  can  only  account  for  a continu- 
ance of  such  an  impression,  by  the  avowal  that  the 
numbers,  instead  of  being  read,  had  been  laid  by,  as 
they  came  to  hand. 

True  it  is,  that  as  an  abstract  proposition,  the 
United  States  has  a right  to  claim  to  be  considered 

the  foremost  and  warmest  friends  of  “free  trade” 

having,  from  the  days  when  Benjamin  Franklin,  the 
first  diplomatic  representative  of  this  country  in  Eu- 
rope,  proposed  an  equitable  intercourse  with  the  va- 
rious governments  of  that  quarter  of  the  world,  up  to 
the  formation  of  the  present  government,  when  Tho- 
mas Jefferson,  the  first  secretary  of  state,  took  the 
attitude  that  it  comported  alike  with  our  honor  and 
our  interest  as  a nation  to  extend  “free  trade  for 

free  trade,”  and  to  “meet  restriction  by  restriction,” 
Vol.  XI— Sig.  4. 


with  every  country  with  whom  we  had  intercourse; 
and  from  thence  up  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  been 
the  first  to  propose,  and  the  last  to  adhere  to  an  in- 
tercourse with  one  and  all,  which,  according  to  the 
tenets  of  the  strictest  sect  of  “free  trade”  profes- 
sors, should  open  the  widest  latitude  between  man 
and  man,  and  least  obstruct  the  transfer  of  any  thing 
whatever,  from  those  who  have  to  those  who  want. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  have  resources  am- 
ple— abundant  resources,  that  not  only  enable  them 
to  be  as  liberal  in  this  direction  as  any  people  upon 
earth,  but  which,  if  others  would  fairly  allow  us  the 
the  use  of  under  the  sanction  of  a “free  trade”  with- 
in their  dominions,  we  would  trust  to  keeping  the 
balance  of  trade  just  where  it  ought  to  be;  but  after 
having  for  years  and  years  practised  upon  the  mis- 
taken maxim  of  allowing  free  trade  to  those  from 
whom  we  meet  with  interdiction,  until  the  system 
has  brought  ruin,  wide  spread  and  almost  universal, 
over  the  land;  surely,  with  all  these  proofs,  if  any 
may  boast  of  being  friends  to  free  trade,  “we  more,” 
as  Paul  said  to  the  Jews.  Let  any  other  government 
adduce  equal  pretensions,  and  we  still  maintain  that  it 
comports  alike  with  our  character,  our  practice  and 
our  interests,  to  go  as  far  as  those  who  go  the  furthest 
for  “free  trade.”  But  we  mean  by  “free  trade” — 
“free  tade”  for  ourselves,  with  others , as  well  as  free 
trade  to  others,  with  us.  And  if  it  be  not  accorded,  we 
are  for  meeting  “restriction  with  restriction,”  mea- 
sure for  measure,  with  the  proudest  of  them.  And 
we  believe  this  to  be  the  only  certain  method  of  main- 
taining our  fair  share  of  the  commerce  of  the  world — 
of  equalizing  the  balance  of  trade,  which  our  mista- 
ken indulgence  to  foreign  powers  has  so  long  operat- 
ed to  keep  against  us — or  of  insuring  domestic  pros- 
perity, which  has  so  severely  suffered  from  the  con- 
trary course. 

Such,  in  brief,  are  our  notions  as  to  “free  trade.” 
Let  England,  or  let  France,  give  us  “free  trade”  for 
our  products — and  here  goes  for  “free  trade”  with 
them,  or  either  of  them.  But  we  are  tired  to  death 
of  travelling  that  road  “solitary  and  alone,”  and 
have  severely  and  sufficiently  paid  the  price  of  ge- 
nerous support  to  the  abstract  principle  for  the  pre- 
sent. If  self-interest  is  to  be  the  rule  with  others,  as 
the  tories  and  voters  of  England  have  recently  decid- 
ed it  shall  be  on  their  part,  we  are  for  trying  how  it 
will  work  for  our  country,  and  are  now  and  always 
have  been  the  advocates  of  “restriction  for  restric- 
tion” in  practice,  as  well  as  of  “free  trade”  in  theory. 

Since  the  above  remarks  were  placed  in  type,  we 
have  received,  from  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
letter  from  another  of  our  subscribers,  whose  view  of  our 
editorial  course  is  certainly  in  striking  contrast  with 
that  of  our  friend  noticed  above.  After  a very  com- 
plimentary introduction,  spiced,  too,  with  a substantial 
evidence  of  his  kindness,  the  writer  proceeds: 

“I  have  the  Register  from  1811  to  1836 — includ- 
ing all  the  numbers  published  by  the  elder  Mr.  Niles — 
neatly  bound  in  volumes,  and  would  like  to  have  the 
residue  from  that  to  the  present  time,  in  the  same 
convenient  form.  Now,  I have  a request  to  make: — * 
Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  me — if  I send  on 

* We  insert  this  inquiry,  having  received  several  such 
lately,  for  the  purpose  of  notifying  all  our  subscribers, 
that  we  can  complete  their  sets  of  the  new  series,  hav- 
ing surplus  numbers  of  every  volume  on  hand,  from  vol. 
51  up;  and  we  earnestly  urge  all  our  subscribers  to  com- 
plete their  files.  To  such  as  wish  us  to  have  sets  bound 
for  them,  we  tender  our  services;  the  charge  will  be 
what  the  binders  charge  us — 75  cents  per  volume  in 
boards,  leather  back  and  double  lettered;  one  dollar  full 
bound. 


all  the  numbers  I have,  including  those  published  by 
William  Ogden  Niles,  (and  some  of  both  series  are 
missing,  having  never  come  to  hand,  but  not  many) — 
whether  you  will  make  them  complete  and  have  them 
bound  for  me,  and  at  what  charge?  In  doing  which, 
you  will  greatly  oblige  a friend  and  well-wisher  to 
the  cause  you  sustain — your  country's  cause,  every 
man’s  cause.  But  the  blind  cannot  see,  and  the  deaf 
cannot  hear — but  a crisis  is  near  at  hand,  and  woe  be 
to  him  who  cannot  feel!!! 

“I  think  the  publication  of  sir  R.  Peel’s  speech,  on 
the  British  system  of  policy  towards  other  nations, 
and  particularly  America,  was  very  seasonable,  and 
may  do  a great  deal  of  good.  The  speech  was  a very 
candid  one,  and  may  serve  to  wipe  the  scales  from 
the  eyes  of  some  of  our  politicians  who  have  made 
so  much  noise,  and  appear  to  be  quite  bewildered  in 
their  schemes  to  regulate  the  currency.  Regulate 
the  currency!  What  folly — talk  of  regulating  the 
currency  of  the  country.  Men  cannot  think,  or  they 
would  see  their  error — their  infatuation  would  va- 
nish, and  they  would  begin  to  do,  to  act  upon,  some- 
thing real,  and  give  us  a strong  protective  tariff  as  the 
ground-work  of  any  sound  and  permanent  currency 
that  we  ever  will  or  can  have — the  produce  of  our 
own  labor,  not  material  whether  we  have  bank  notes 
or  the  precious  metals,  or  both,  so  that  we  have  our 
own  markets  at  home  and  a market  abroad  wherever 
we  can  find  it,  for  the  surplus.  Honest  men  might 
then,  under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  live  in  some  secu- 
rity and  comfort,  instead  of  being  jostled  to  and  fro 
by  every  adverse  breeze  that  crosses  the  ocean. — 
And  I must  repeat  that  I think  it  utterly  impossible 
for  congress  to  adopt  any  seheme  that  will  perma^ 
nently  regulate  the  currency,  whether  by  banks,  fis- 
cal corporations,  or  even  gold  and  silver — alone  or 
altogether — while  all  the  nations  of  the  world  are  left 
free  to  flood  us  with  their  cheap  goods,  and  sweep 
every  dollar  from  our  board  at  their  pleasure.  What 
other  nation  or  people  under  Heaven  could  so  long 
withstand  such  impolicy  as  this?  We  have  been  wont 
to  boast  of  being  the  most  enlightened  people  of  the 
age!  When  this  shall  be  realized,  I think  we  shall 
justly  claim  the  honor  of  having  been  the  most  pla- 
cid and  most  enduring,  in  swallowing  the  humbugs 
of  mother  England.” 

Another  of  our  subscribers,  residing  very  near  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  one  whose  letter  is  first 
noticed  above,  and  who  writes  by  the  last  mail  for 
some  missing  numbers  to  complete  his  file,  adds — 

“1  consider  the  Register  invaluable.  It  makes  a 
book  without  which  no  intelligent  man’s  library  is 
full,  and  I am  exceeding  anxious  to  obtain  it  all  per- 
fect to  this  time,  and  continue  it  so  while  it  main- 
tains its  present  truly  elevated  character.  * * * 

My  anxiety  for  these  numbers  is  increased  from  the 
fact  that  I have  at  considerable  expense  purchased 
the  Register  bound,  perfect  from  1821,  and  I never 
could  feel  reconciled  to  the  loss  of  these  numbers.” 

DUTY  AND  EXCHANGE.  A friend  writes  us 
from  Pennsylvania,  20th  inst.  “I  observe  in  your  pa- 
per of  the  4th  inst.  the  calculation  of  duties  on  flour, 
&c.  in  England,  is  upon  the  basis  of  $4  44  to  the  £ 
sterling.  If  I am  correct,  there  should  be  10  per 
cent,  added  to  the  amount  there  given,  since  the  ac- 
tual worth  of  the  pound  sterling  is  about  10-100 
above  the  nominal  price  as  taken  by  the  brokers,  or 
there  is  about  9-100  difference  between  the  rate  of 
§4  44  of  the  broker’s  and  $4  80  as  established  by 
congress,  a few  years  since.” 
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In  a postscript  in  the  last  Register  we  gave  the 
outlines  of  the  information  brought  by  the  Great 
Western — since  which,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Caledo- 
nia, at  Boston,  London  dates  to  the  4th  instant  have 
been  received.  The  weather  continued  favorable  for 
harvesting  and  the  price  of  breadstuff’s  was  still  de- 
clining. Cotton  remained  unchanged,  notwithstand- 
ing heavy  failures  had  occurred  in  both  Liverpool 
and  Manchester.  Business  was  exceedingly  dull. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Parliament  met  pro  forma,  on  the  19th  ult.  when 
the  queen’s  speech  was  delivered,  by  commission,  but 
business  did  not  commence  until  the  24th. 

HER  majesty’s  SPEECH. 

‘‘My  lords  and  gentlemen:  We  are  commanded  by  her 
majesty  to  acquaint  you  that  her  majesty  has  availed 
herself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  resorting  to  your 
advice  and  assistance  after  the  dissolution  of  the  last 
parliament. 

“Her  majesty  continues  to  receive  from  foreign 
powers  gratifying  assurances  of  their  desire  to  main- 
tain with  her  majesty  the  most  friendly  relations. 

“Her  majesty  has  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you 
that,  the  objects  for  which  the  treaty  of  the  15th  of 
July,  1840,  was  concluded  between  her  majesty,  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  and  the  sultan,  have  been  fully  accomplish- 
ed, and  it  is  gratifying  to  her  majesty  to  be  enabled 
to  state  that,  the  temporary  separation  which  the 
measures  taken  in  the  execution  of  that  treaty  creat- 
ed between  the  contracting  parties  and  France  has 
now  ceased. 

“Her  majesty  trusts  that  the  union  of  the  princi- 
pal powers,  upon  all  matters  affecting  the  great  in- 
terests of  Europe,  will  afford  a firm  security  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace. 

“Her  majesty  is  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  evacuation  of  Ghorian  by  the 
Persian  troops,  her  majesty  has  ordered  her  minister 
to  the  court  of  Persia,  to  return  to  Teheran. 

“Her  majesty  regrets  that  the  negociations  between 
her  plenipotentiaries  in  China  and  the  Chinese  go- 
vernment, have  not  yet  been  brought  to  a satisfacto- 
ry conclusion,  and  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  call 
into  action  the  forces  which  her  majesty  has  sent  to 
the  China  seas;  but  her  majesty  still  trusts  that  the 
emperor  of  China  will  see  the  justice  of  the  demands 
which  her  majesty’s  plenipotentiaries  have  been  in- 
structed to  make. 

“Her  majesty  is  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  dif- 
ferences which  had  arisen  between  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, about  the  execution  of  a treaty  concluded  by 
those  powers  in  1830,  for  regulating  the  navigation 
of  the  Douro,  have  been  adjusted  amicably,  and  with 
honor  to  both  parties,  by  the  aid  of  her  majesty’s  me- 
diation. 

“The  debt  incurred  by  the  legislature  of  Upper 
Canada,  for  the  purposes  of  public  works,  is  a seri- 
ous obstacle  to  further  improvements,  which  are  es- 
sential to  the  prosperity  of  the  united  province.  Her 
majesty  has  authorised  the  governor  general  to  make 
a communication  on  the  subject  to  the  council  and 
assembly  of  Canada.  Her  majesty  will  direct  the 
papers  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  trusts  that  your 
earnest  attention  will  be  directed  to  matters  so  mate- 
rially affecting  the  welfare  of  Canada  and  the  strength 
of  the  empire. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons:  We  have  to 
assure  you  that  her  majesty  relies  with  entire  confi- 
dence on  you  loyalty  and  zeal  to  make  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  public  service,  as  well  as  for  the  fur- 
ther application  of  sums  granted  by  the  last  parlia- 
ment. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen:  We  are  more  especially 
commanded  to  declare  to  you  that  the  extraordinary 
expenses  which  the  events  in  Canada,  China  and  the 
Mediterranean  have  occasioned,  and  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  a force  adequate  to  the  protection  of  our 
extensive  possessions,  have  made  it  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  means  of  increasing  the  public  revenue.— 
Her  majesty  is  anxious  that  this  object  should  be  ef- 
fected in  the  manner  least  burdensome  to  her  people; 
and  it  has  appeared  to  her  majesty,  after  full  delibe- 
ration, that  you  may,  at  this  juncture,  properly  direct 
your  attention  to  the  revision  of  duties  affecting  the 
productions  of  foreign  countries.  It  will  be  for  you 
to  consider  whether  some  of  these  duties  are  not  so 
trifling  in  amount  as  to  be  unproductive  to  the  reve- 
nue while  they  are  vexatious  to  commerce.  You 
may  further  examine  whether  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection, upon  which  others  of  these  duties  are  found- 
ed be  not  carried  to  an  extent  injurious  alike  to  the 
income  of  the  state  and  the  interests  of  the  people. 


“Her  majesty  is  desirous  that  you  should  consider 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  trade  in  corn.  It  will 
be  for  you  to  determine  whether  these  laws  do  not 
aggravate  the  natural  fluctuations  of  supply;  whether 
they  do  not  embarrass  trade,  derange  the  currency, 
and  by  their  operation  diminish  the  comfort  and  in- 
crease the  privations  of  the  great  body  of  the  com- 
munity. 

“Her  majesty,  feeling  the  deepest  sympathy  with 
those  of  her  subjects  who  are  now  suffering  from  dis- 
tress and  want  of  employment,  it  is  her  earnest 
prayer  that  all  your  deliberations  may  he  guided  by 
wisdom,  and  may  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  her 
beloved  people.” 

It  will  be  perceived  that  no  mention  is  made,  in 
the  speech,  of  the  United  States.  The  revenue  of 
the  kingdom  is  inadequate  to  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, and  further  exactions  are  required.  The  corn 
laws  are  mentioned  as  being  oppressive. 

Upon  assembling  next  day,  the  speech  was  again 
read  in  the  house  of  lords.  Earl  Spencer  spoke  ably 
in  defence  of  his  views,  and  moved  the  address 
which  was  a mere  echo  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
speech.  The  marquis  of  Clanricarde  followed  in  its 
support. 

The  earl  of  Ripon  rose  in  reply.  In  concluding 
he  moved  an  amendment  to  the  address,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  pith: 

“That  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  humbly  to  submit 
to  her  majesty  that  it  is  essential  to  the  satisfactory 
results  of  our  deliberations  upon  these  and  other  mat- 
ters of  public  concern,  that  her  majesty’s  government 
should  possess  the  confidence  of  this  house  and  of  the 
country,  and  respectfully  to  represent  to  her  majesty 
that  that  confidence  is  not  reposed  in  the  present  ad- 
visers of  her  majesty.” 

The  debate  was  continued  with  spirit  by  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  Lord  Lyttleton,  Viscount  Melbourne, 
and  the  marquises  of  Northampton  and  Lansdowne, 
for  the  address,  and  by  the  dukes  of  Wellington  and 
Richmond,  and  the  earl  of  Coventry,  for  the  amend- 
ment. Lord  Brougham  closed  the  debate  in  a pow- 
erful argument  for  a revision  of  the  corn  laws, 
criticising  the  past  course  of  ministers,  but  support- 
ing the  address.  The  vote  was  then  taken  and  de- 
clared. 

For  the  address  96 

For  the  amendment  168 

Majority  for  the  tories  72 

The  lords  then  adjourned  to  Friday. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  the  address  in  echo  to 
the  queen’s  speech  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mark  Phillips 
in  a strong  speech,  briefly  seconded  by  Mr.  John 
Dundas.  Mr.  S.  Wortely  (the  new  tory  member 
from  the  great  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  who  turn- 
ed out  Lord  Morpeth),  rose  in  opposition,  and  spoke 
powerfully,  contending  that  the  ministers  had  forfeit- 
ed the  confidence  of  the  country.  He  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  amendment: 

“That  the  house  begged  most  humbly  to  represent 
to  her  majesty  that  they  observed,  with  great  con- 
cern, that  the  public  expenditure  of  the  country  for 
several  successive  years  had  exceeded  the  annual  in- 
come; and  begged  to  assure  her  majesty  that  they 
agreed  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  measures 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  so  great  an  evil;  but, 
in  deciding  upon  the  course  which  it  would  be  advi- 
sable to  pursue,  especially  with  respect  to  the  laws 
relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  it  would  he  their 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  welface  and  consult 
the  interests  of  all  classes  of  her  majesty’s  subjects. 
That  they  deem  it  their  duty,  however,  to  state  to 
her  majesty  that  it  was  essential  to  the  satisfactory 
result  of  their  deliberations  in  this  and  in  all  other 
concerns,  that  her  majesty’s  government  should  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  that  house  and  the  country, 
and  humbly  to  represent  that  that  confidence  was 
not  reposed  in  her  majesty’s  present  advisers.  To 
assure  her  majesty  that  in  the  gracious  expression 
of  her  majesty’s  sympathy  with  the  distresses  of  the 
suffering  poor,  which  that  house  recognised  as  an 
additional  proof  of  the  tenderness  with  which  her 
majesty  regarded  them,  and  also  that  the  house  cor- 
dially joined  in  her  majesty’s  prayer  that  all  their 
deliberations  might  tend  to  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple.” 

Lord  Bruce  seconded  the  amendment  in  a brief 
speech.  Mr.  Labouchere  followed  in  a brilliant  and 
admirable  defence  of  the  whig  ministry.  Sir  Charles 
Napier  spoke  on  the  same  side;  Mr.  D’Israeli  and 
Lord  Pollington  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Mr. 
Roebuck  made  a strong  radical  speech,  blaming  the 
ministers  some,  the  tories  more,  and  justifying  the 
conduct  of  this  country  iD  the  case  of  McLeod.  The 
debate  was  adjourned. 

On  Wednesday  the  debate  was  continued  through 
the  day  by  Messrs.  Ewart,  Ward,  P.  M.  Stewart, 
S.  Crawford,  Cobden,  Brotherton,  H.  Gratton,  Has- 
tie,  Dr.  Bowring  and  Lord  Wortley  for  the  address, 


and  by  Captain  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Bailly  for  the 
amendment.  At  midnight,  the  discussion  was  again 
adjourned. 

On  Thursday  the  debaters  were  Messrs.  Gibson, 

S.  O’Brien,  Powell,  Turner,  C.  E.  Bearing  and  Wok- 
ley,  (whigs),  and  Lord  Sandon,  Colonel  Sibthorpe, 
Messrs.  Borthwick,  Escot  and  Goulburn,  (tories). 
No  question  again. 

On  Friday  the  debaters  were  Messrs.  G.  Rennie, 
Wallace,  Hindley,  Wignes,  Howes,  M.  J.  O’Connell, 
Nilliers,  D.  O’Connell  and  Lord  John  Russell  for  the 
address,  and  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Milnes,  (the  poet),  Capt. 
Polkill,  Lord  F.  Egerton  and  sir  Robert  Peel  for  the 
amendment.  O’Connell  was  dreadfully  severe  on  the 
tories,  and  sir  Robert  Peel  replied  with  equal  pun- 
gency, remarking  that  the  agitator  had  abused  the 
whigs  even  more  than  he  now  abused  the  tories. 
Lord  John  Russell  closed  the  debate  in  a brief  and 
manly  speech,  defending  the  policy  of  his  govern- 
ment, condemning  the  sliding  scale  of  the  corn  laws, 
approving  the  vote  of  “no  confidence”  as  a proper 
means  of  turning  out  a defeated  ministry,  and  appeal- 
ing to  the  party  about  to  come  into  power  to  use  it 
for  the  interest  of  liberty  and  the  good  of  the  millions 
of  mankind. 

The  house  then  at  2|  o’clock,  A.  M.  divided,  and 
the  result  was: 

F or  the  address  269 

“ “ amendment  360 

Majority  for  the  tories  91 

Absent,  5 conservatives  and  14  whigs. 

So  the  triumph  of  the  tories  is  complete. 

On  Saturday,  few  whigs  and  only  one  of  the  minis- 
ters appeared.  Mr.  S.  Crawford  moved  a further 
amendment  to  the  address  in  favor  of  an  extension 
of  the  right  of  suffrage.  Rejected:  283  to  39.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  then  moved  an  adjournment  to  Monday, 
which  prevailed. 

Resignation  of  Ministers.  On  Monday,  on  the 
opening  of  the  house  of  lords,  Lord  Melbourne  rose, 
amid  profound  silence,  and  said — 

“My  lords,  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  acquaint 
your  lordships,  that  in  consequence  of  the  vote  come 
to  by  the  other  house  of  parliament  on  Saturday 
morning,  which  was  precisely  similar  in  terms  to  that 
come  to  by  your  lordships  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
week,  I,  on  the  part  of  my  colleagues  and  myself 
have  tendered  to  her  majesty  the  resignation  of  the 
offices  we  hold,  and  which  resignation  her  majesty 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  accept;  and  we  now 
continue  to  hold  those  offices  only  until  our  succes- 
sors are  appointed.” 

In  the  house  of  commons,  Lord  John  Russell  spoke 
as  follows: 

Lord  John  Russell  rose  amid  the  most  profound 
silence  to  address  the  house.  Sir,  said  the  noble  lord, 

I have  now  to  state  to  the  house,  that  after  the  divi- 
sion of  Friday  night,  her  majesty’s  ministers  thought 
it  their  duty  at  once  to  advise  her  majesty  to  send  the 
answer  to  the  address  adopted  by  the  house,  which 
they  have  just  heard  read,  and  humbly  to  tender 
their  resignations  to  her  majesty,  with  a view  to  the 
immediate  formation  of  a new  administration.  Her 
majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  accept  our 
resignations,  and  I have  to  inform  the  house  that  we 
only  hold  office  until  our  successors  have  been  ap- 
pointed. Perhaps,  sir,  the  house  will  allow  me  on 
this  occasion,  and  before  I make  the  motion  with 
which  I mean  to  conclude,  to  state  for  its  information 
some  considerations  which  I deem  it  advisable  to  do, 
and  in  doing  which  I shall  endeavor  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  avoid  all  topics  likely  to  lead  to  matters  of 
controversy. 

We  conceived  our  duty  to  propose  to  the  last 
parliament  measures  in  reference  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country  which  we  thought  essen- 
tial to  its  welfare;  and  obstructions  having  taken 
place  to  the  furtherance  of  these  measures,  we  ad- 
vised her  majesty — as  soon  as  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion would  admit  of  it — to  resort  to  the  measure  of  a 
dissolution  of  parliament.  That  dissolution  having 
taken  place,  we  advised  that  the  new  parliament 
should  be  called  together  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
and  on  this  occasion  we  have  advised  her  majesty  to 
submit  measures  of  the  same  nature,  and  ask  the  opi- 
nion of  this  parliament  respecting  them.  It  has  pleas- 
ed the  house  of  commons,  by  a large  majority,  to 
address  her  majesty,  stating  that  her  majesty’s  minis- 
ters did  not  enjoy  its  confidence.  Sir,  this  decision 
left  us  no  other  part  to  perform  but  to  resign  the  of- 
fices we  had  the  honor  to  hold. 

I will  not  now  advert  to  any  thing  likely  to  pro- 
long discussion  on  the  past  occurrences,  further  than 
to  say,  that  in  all  we  have  done  we  acted  from 
our  conviction  of  our  duty  to  our  sovereign,  and 
our  persuasion  of  the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  mea- 
sures which  we  have  thus  propounded,  as  well  as 
from  the  feeling  we  entertained  of  our  duty  to  the 
people  of  these  countries.  These  convictions  and 
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persuasions  hhvb  made  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  con- 
tinue the  struggle  for  these  measures  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment.  (Loud  cheers  from  the  liberal  benches.) 
Sir,  I have  on  former  occasions  justified  the  course  in 
which  we  acted,  and  I shall  be  equally  ready,  in  any 
future  debate  which  may  afford  the  opportunity,  to 
take  the  same  course.  It  has  been  our  fate  now  to 
have  held  office  for  a considerable  number  of  years. 

I will  not  say  that  as  long  as  we  could  use  the  power 
as  we  believed  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  it  was 
with  reluctance  we  continued  in  office.  But,  this, 
sir,  I will  say,  that  the  possession  of  power  in  this 
country  is  not  attended  with  satisfaction  unless  it 
give  ministers  the  power  to  carry  such  measures  as 
they  deem  to  be  of  essential  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  crown  and  the  people. 

I do  not  in  saying  this  allude  to  particular  mea- 
sures of  minor  importance,  but  to  those  which  they 
deem  of  greater  and  transcendant  consequence. — 
With  regard  to  such  measures,  sir,  we  commenced 
with  the  reform  act  of  Lord  Grey,  and  we  end  with 
measures  for  the  freedom  of  commerce.  (Cheers  for 
some  time.)  With  large  and  important  measures  we 
commenced  our  course  as  ministers  for  the  crown; 
so  with  large  and  important  measures  do  we  conclude. 
(Renewed  cheering.)  In  pursuance  of  great  objects 
we  have  triumphed;  so  in  pursuance  of  great  objects 
we  have  been  defeated.  (Renewed  cheering.) 

Sir,  there  are  some  other  objects,  with  reference 
to  the  administration  of  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Mel- 
bourne, on  which  I should  like  to  address  a few  ob- 
servations to  the  house.  Lord  Grey  enjoyed,  in  com- 
mon with  his  colleagues,  great  and  unexampled  po- 
pularity; and  Lord  Melborne,  it  occurred,  that  hav- 
ing been  the  first  minister  of  the  crown  to  William 
IV,  on  his  demise  he  became  the  responsible  ad- 
viser of  a princess  who  attained  the  monarchy  of 
these  kingdoms  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in  point  of 
years  which  the  laws  of  the  country  declared  legal, 
and  it  became  his  duty  to  give  that  advice  to  the 
crown,  which,  I may  be  allowed  to  say,  was  always 
received  with  the  confidence  and  reliance  which  so 
well  became  the  frank  and  generous  nature  of  the 
royal  personage  on  the  throne.  (Cheers). 

But,  sir,  neither  the  great  popularity  of  Lord  Grey 
and  his  ministers,  nor  the  power  and  favor  enjoyed 
by  Lord  Melbourne — neither  was  in  any  instance 
abused.  While  fault  has  been  found  with  us  in  some 
places  for  not  proposing  measures  for  the  greater 
security  and  advantage  of  that  favor  and  popularity, 
so  as  to  secure  our  power,  it  was  our  invariable  de- 
sire to  preserve  entire  and  untouched  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 
(Cheers.)  Sir,  having  said  thus  much  with  regard  to 
the  two  ministers  under  whom  I have  had  the  honor 
to  serve — I may  add  with  pride  and  gratification — I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  add  a few  words  with 
regard  to  the  person  who  has  now  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you.  (Hear  and  cheers). 

I will  not  pretend  to  say  that  there  will  not  be  other 
persons  holding  office  who  will  possess  larger  capa- 
city for  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and  who 
will  bring  to  that  administration  more  competent  in- 
telligence on  these  subjects — all  I venture  to  say  is, 
that  while  I was  placed  in  the  situation  which  I have 
had  the  honor  to  hold,  no  considerations  have  divert- 
ed my  attention  from  the  public  duties  of  the  office 
which  was  entrusted  to  me,  nor  from  the  discharge 
of  those  other  duties  which  devolved  upon  me  in  con- 
nection with  this  house;  and  I have  endeavored,  sir, 
to  give  every  moment  I could  spare  to  the  discharge 
of  those  duties.  (Loud  cheering  from  both  sides  of 
the  house.)  With  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  mea- 
sures which  I carried  into  effect,  I will  not  now  en- 
ter into  any  dispute;  all  I wish  to  assert  is,  that  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  the  best  of  my  power  to  ex- 
ercise any  abilities  which  I possessed  to  serve  the 
country  while  I have  had  the  honor  of  hold  office. 
(Cheers). 

Sir,  this  house  has  decided  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  its  sitting,  that  it  will  take  measures  for  di- 
recting the  attention  of  the  executive  to  the  measures 
alluded  to  in  her  majesty’s  speech.  I can  only  say, 
that  although  that  decision  may  call  upon  us  to  give 
our  opposition  to  measures  to  which  we  cannot  give 
our  approval,  I am  sure  that  in  all  the  future  consulta- 
tions of  the  house  I shall  ever  he  ready  to  give  that 
advice  to  the  house  which  I shall  deem  it  my  duty  to 
do,  (cheers),  in  order  to  secure  to  it  the  approbation 
of  the  Linited  Kingdom,  and  to  conduce  to  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  the  great  empire  of  which  this 
house  is  the  centre.  (Hear,  hear.)  I shall  always, 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  express  to  the  house  my 
conscientious  convictions,  whether  they  agree  with 
or  are  opposed  to  those  of  the  ministers  of  the  day, 
in  such  a manner  as  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
our  institutions;  never,  on  the  one  hand,  defending 
abuses  as  if  they  were  institutions,  nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  ever  sacrificing  institutions  because  of  the 


abuses  which  may  have  crept  into  them.  (Loud 
cheers  from  both  sides  of  the  house). 

Sir,  I have  only  to  add,  in  regard  to  all  with  whom 
for  so  many  years  I have  had  to  transact  public  bu- 
siness in  this  house  whether  supporters  or  opponents, 
that  it  is  my  wish  personally  to  express  the  hope  that 
in  all  our  future  relations  no  feelings  of  personal  bit- 
terness may  be  allowed  to  mingle.  (Cheering.)  And, 
sir,  if  our  resignation  of  office  tends  to  the  welfare 
of  the  country  and  the  advantage  of  its  people,  I 
shall  look  back  to  the  proceedings  of  this  day  with 
satisfaction.  The  noble  lord  having  moved  the  ad- 
journment of  the  house  at  its  rising  till  Monday,  sat 
down  amid  loud  and  long  continued  cheers. 

The  great  clerical  convention  at  Manchester,  for 
urging  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  had  been  held, 
and  is  differently  judged  by  different  papers.  It  num- 
bered about  650  clergymen  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  To  us,  it  seems  a questionable  proceeding 
for  clergymen  to  meet  as  such,  except  for  the  pro- 
motion of  moral  and  religious  objects — the  domain 
of  politics,  finances  and  political  economy,  belong 
not  to  them,  for  action. 

Case  or  McLeod.  The  McLeod  affair  was  the 
subject  of  debate  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the 
26th  of  August. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said  he  had  five  questions  to  pro- 
pound to  Lord  Palmerston,  secretary  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, a statement  of  the  substance  of  which  is  thus 
prepared  to  our  hands  in  the  New  York  Times. — 
Having  expi’essed  his  strong  desire  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  he  gave  a sketch  of  the  negotiations  upon  the 
subject  up  to  the  time  of  Gen.  Harrison’s  induction 
to  the  office  of  the  presidency.  Mr.  R.  then  said  he 
wanted  to  know  from  the  noble  lord, 

First.  Whether  there  had  been  any  change  in  the 
language  of  the  United  States’  government  since  the 
accession  of  the  new  government  to  power. 

Second.  Whether  by  any  formal  declaration  her 
majesty’s  government  had  assumed  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility of  the  attack  upon  the  Caroline? 

Third.  Whether  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
had  admitted  that  responsibility,  and  had  demanded 
reparation  for  the  outrage  and  injury  done  and  in- 
flicted upon  the  United  States? 

Fourth.  He  begged  to  ask  if  the  British  govern- 
ment had  demanded  of  the  United  States  whether, 
after  such  declaration,  it  was  able,  and  at  the  same 
time,  willing,  to  guarantee  the  safety  and  liberation 
of  Mr.  McLeod,  notwithstanding  the  determination 
of  the  state  of  New  York  to  go  on  with  the  proceed- 
ings now  pending  against  that  gentleman  in  the  courts 
of  that  state? 

And  fifth,  he  asked  if  the  government  of  the  United 
States  admitted  the  validity  of  such  authority  as  a 
protection  over  Mr.  McLeod,  and  if,  having  so  ad- 
mitted it,  the  noble  lord  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs could  state  any  circumstances  which  justified 
the  continued  detention  of  Mr.  McLeod  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  state  of  New  York? 

Mr.  Roebuck  said  that  the  answer  which  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  foreign  affairs  might  be  able 
to  give  to  these  questions,  might  ease  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  heat  on  all 
sides  of  the  house.  It  was  with  that  view  he  pro- 
posed these  questions. 

Lord  Palmerston  rose  and  said  he  should  be  the 
last  man  in  that  house  who  would  interpose  be- 
tween, or  who  would  curtail  any  information  which 
might  be  given  on  any  subject;  but  he  at  the  same 
time  felt  bound  to  remark  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Bath  were  somewhat 
irregular,  because  he  was  sure  the  house  would  be 
of  opinion,  if  questions  upon  matters  of  the  greatest 
difficulty  and  delicacy  were  to  be  prefaced  by  hono- 
rable members  with  a sort  of  narrative,  it  became 
extremely  difficult  for  the  individual  whose  duty  it 
might  be  to  answer  the  questions  to  refrain  from  go- 
ing at  length  into  the  subject  to  which  those  ques- 
tions related,  and  thus,  under  the  form  of  asking  a 
question,  a debate  might  be  brought  on  without  no- 
tice upon  a matter  of  the  greatest  national  import- 
ance. (Hear,  hear). 

However,  he,  (Lord  Palmerston),  should  be  happy 
to  give  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath 
the  information  he  asked,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the 
statement  he  was  about  to  make  would  tend  to  re- 
lieve the  minds  of  many  persons  who  think  that  the 
present  state  of  the  question  with  regard  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod was  likely  to  bring  on  a serious  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  narrative  of  the  ho- 
norable and  learned  gentleman  was,  he  believed, 
substantially  correct,  and  upon  it  he,  (Lord  Palmers- 
ton), had  no  particular  remark  to  make.  It  was 
quite  true  as  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman 
had  stated,  that  upon  the  first  demand  made  by  her 
majesty’s  government  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod an  answer  had  been  returned  by  the  late  se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  United  States  which  was  by 


no  means  satisfactory;  and  he,  (Lord  Palmerston), 
was  quite  ready  to  admit  as  a doctrine  of  interna- 
tional law  that  no  one  country  had  a right  to  state  in 
reply  to  a demand  for  redress  for  a wrong  done  either 
to  another  country  or  to  the  subject  of  another  coun- 
try, that  it  had  peculiar  institutions  within  itself. 
(Hear]. 

Nations  dealt  with  each  other  as  aggregate  com- 
munities— they  knew  nothing  of  the  internal  in- 
stitutions of  each  other;  if  a wrong  were  done,  re- 
dress must  be  given,  and  if  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  country  did  not  enable  it  to  give  that  redress, 
that  nation  must  either  alter  its  laws  or  submit  to 
the  alternative  which  in  such  a case  became  neces- 
sary. [Cheers.]  Now,  although  the  first  reply  of 
the  American  government  had  been,  as  he  thought, 
entirely  wrong  as  to  the  principles  of  international 
law — although  he  considered  that  reply  to  be  unsa- 
tisfactory— yet  he  had  now  the  satisfaction  of  being 
able  to  inform  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Bath  and  the  house,  that  from  the  present  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  a communication  had 
been  received,  containing  a formal  instruction  given 
to  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  with 
reference  to  this  question,  which  contained  doctrines 
just  and  consistent  with  the  law  of  nations,  and  per- 
fectly in  accordance  with  the  principles  upon  which 
her  majesty’s  government  had  demanded  the  release 
and  liberation  of  McLeod. 

The  paragragh  which  he  should  read  from  these 
instructions  would,  he  believed,  answer  more  than 
two  of  the  questions  which  had  been  put  to  him  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath,  for  it 
would  show  that  her  majesty’s  government  had  avow- 
ed its  responsibility  for  the  attack  made  upon  the 
Caroline,  and  that  the  American  government  treated 
the  affair  as  one  to  be  dealt  with  as  between  the  two 
governments,  and  totally  unconnected  with  the  ques- 
tion affecting  McLeod.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  instruc- 
tion which  was  dated  the  16th  of  March  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  was  from  Mr.  Webster,  the  secretary  of 
state,  to  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  who  was  then  about  to  proceed  to 
New  York  on  the  business  of  the  state.  It  recited 
in  the  first  place  the  grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod had  been  arrested,  and  then  proceeded  to  state: 
“I  have  now  to  inform  you,  that  Mr.  Fox  has  ad- 
dressed a note  to  this  department,  under  date  of  the 
12th  instant,  at  which,  under  the  immediate  instruc- 
tion and  direction  of  his  government,  he  demands, 
formally,  and  officially,  McLeod’s  immediate  release, 
on  the  ground  that  the  transaction  on  account  of 
which  he  has  been  arrested  and  is  to  be  put  upon  his 
trial  was  of  a public  character,  planned  and  execut- 
ed by  persons  duly  empowered  by  her  majesty’s  co- 
lonial authorities  to  take  any  steps  and  to  do  any 
acts  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  her 
majesty’s  territories  and  for  the  protection  of  her 
majesty’s  subjects,  and  that  consequently  those  sub- 
jects of  her  majesty  who  engaged  in  that  transaction 
were  performing  an  act  of  public  duty,  for  which 
they  cannot  be  personally  and  individually  answera- 
ble to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of  any  foreign  country; 
and  that  her  majesty’s  government  has  further  di- 
rected Mr.  Fox  to  make  known  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  that  her  majesty’s  government 
entirely  approves  of  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Fox, 
and  the  language  adopted  by  him  in  the  correspond- 
ence above  mentioned.”  (Cheers). 

Mr.  Webster  then  went  on  to  say — “There  is  now, 
therefore,  an  authentic  declaration  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government,  that  the  attack  on  the  Caroline 
was  an  act  of  public  force,  done  by  military  men  un- 
der the  order  of  their  superiors,  and  is  recognised  as 
such  by  the  queen’s  government.  The  importance 
of  this  declaration  is  not  to  be  doubted,  and  the  pre- 
sident is  of  opinion  that  it  calls  upon  him  for  the  per- 
formance of  a high  duty.  That  an  individual  form- 
ing part  of  a public  force,  and  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  his  government,  is  not  to  be  held  answera- 
ble as  a private  trespasser  or  malefactor,  is  a princi- 
ple of  public  law,  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of  all  ci- 
vilized nations,  and  which  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  has  no  inclination  to  dispute.  This  had  no 
connexion  whatever  with  the  question  whether  in  the 
attacks  on  the  Caroline  was,  as  the  British  govern- 
ment think  it  a justifiable  employment  of  force  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  the  British  territory  from 
unprovoked  attack,  or  whether  it  was  a most  unjusti- 
fiable invasion,  in  time  of  peace,  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  as  this  government  has  regarded 
it.  The  two  questions  are  essentially  different,  and 
while  acknowledging  that  an  individual  may  claim 
immunity  from  the  consequences  of  acts  done  by  him, 
by  showing  that  he  acted  under  national  authority, 
this  government  is  not  to  be  understood  as  changing 
the  opinions  which  it  has  heretofore  expressed  in  re- 
gard to  the  real  nature  of  the  transaction  which  re- 
sulted in  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline.  That  sub- 
ject it  is  not  necessary  for  any  purpose  connected 
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with  the  communication  to  discuss.  All  that  is  in- 
tended to  be  said  at  present  is,  that  since  the  attack 
on  the  Caroline  is  avowed  as  a national  act,  which 
may  justify  reprisals  or  even  general  war,  if  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  in  the  judgment  which 
it  shall  form  of  the  transaction  and  of  its  duty  should 
see  fit  so  to  decide,  yet  it  raises  a question  entirely 
public  and  political — a question  between  independent 
nations,  and  that  individuals  concerned  in  it  cannot 
be  arrested  and  tried  before  the  ordinary  tribunals  as 
for  the  violation  of  municipal  law.  If  the  attack 
upon  the  Caroline  were  unjustifiable,  as  this  govern- 
ment has  asserted,  the  law  which  has  been  violated 
is  the  law  of  nations;  and  the  redress  which  is  to  be 
sought  is  the  redress,  authorised  in  such  cases  by  the 
provisions  of  that  code.  You  are  well  aware  that 
the  president  has  no  power  to  arrest  the  proceedings 
in  the  civil  and  criminal  courts  of  New  York.  If 
this  indictment  were  pending  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  I am  directed  to  say,  that  the  pre- 
sident upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Fox’s  last  communi- 
cation would  have  immediately  directed  a nolle  pro- 
sequi to  be  entered.  (Loud  cheers). 

Now,  nothing  could  be  more  honorable  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  or  more  satisfactory 
to  that  of  this  country  than  this  declaration  of  prin- 
ciples. (Cheers.)  Lie  thought  he  had  now  answer- 
ed all  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Bath,  except  one — namely,  whe- 
ther the  United  States  had  made  a demand  upon  this 
country  for  injuries  done  to  the  United  States  at 
large,  and  not  for  the  state  of  New  York  especially. 
Unquestionably  the  first  demand  had  been  made  on 
that  ground,  and  in  the  course  of  last  session  he  (Lord 
Palmerston)  had  stated  that  fact  as  the  ground  for  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  impossible  the  United  States 
could  turn  round,  and  say  it  was  a question  between 
Great  Britain  and  one  state  only.  (Hear,  hear). 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  placed  all 
these  matters  in  the  hands  of  the  federal  government, 
and  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  their  con- 
stitution provided  that  “no  state  shall  enter  into  any 
treaty,  alliance  or  confederation,  or  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal.  No  state  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  congress,  lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep 
troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  compact  with  another  state,  or  with  a 
foreign  power,  to  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  in- 
vaded, or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit 
of  delay.”  (Hear,  hear.)  Therefore,  it  was  per- 
fectly true  that  this  question  could  no  more  be  said 
to  be  between  Great  Britain  and  the  state  of  New 
York  than  (if  America  had  felt  herself  aggrieved  by 
Great  Britain)  it  could  be  said  that  the  question  was 
between  America  and  the  county  of  Rutland.  (Hear). 

But  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath 
had  on  a former  evening  suggested,  that  her  majes- 
ty’s government  ought,  on  the  outset  of  this  affair,  to 
have  sent  out  a special  envoy  to  the  authorities  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  Now  he  (Lord  Palmerston)  was 
of  opinion  that  such  a proceeding  would  have  amount- 
ed to  a nullification  or  denial  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  would  have 
treated  it  as  an  affront  upon  the  federal  government. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Therefore,  it  was  not  from  any  neg- 
lect on  the  part  of  her  majesty’s  government  that  this 
course  had  not  been  taken — on  the  contrary  it  had 
been  avoided  out  of  the  respect  they  were  bound  to 
ay  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  (Hear, 
ear.)  He  (Lord  Palmerston)  trusted  he  had  now 
given  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him.  He 
should  be  sorry  to  anticipate  the  course  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  might  think  proper 
to  follow,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  in- 
ternational law;  and  he  thought  the  object  of  the  ho- 
norable and  learned  gentleman  would  be  best  an- 
swered if  he  (Lord  Palmerston)  abstained  from  en- 
tering further  into  the  matter.  (Cheers). 

In  his  remarks  on  the  queen’s  speech,  sir  Robert 
Peel  said  in  relation  to  the  state  of  affairs  with  the 
United  States: 

I did  see  with  regret  the  omission  of  any  notice  of 
our  relations  with  the  United  States  of  America. — 
Not  that  I entirely  blame  that  omission.  I am  sure 
it  was  not  a casual — I am  sure  it  was  not  an  acciden- 
tal one.  Why  I regret  it  is,  that  I fear  you  have 
nothing  satisfactory  to  communicate.  Questions  were 
asked  of  the  noble  lord  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs by  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  the 
member  for  Bath,  to  which  the  noble  lord  made  a re- 
ply. The  reply  which  the  noble  lord  made  might 
well  have  suggested  other  questions.  When  the  no- 
ble lord  laid  it  down  as  a principle  that  we  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  municipal  institutions  of  other 
countries,  apart  from  the  general  law  that  a demand 
must  be  made  on  the  public  organs  of  the  country, 
and  that  their  own  internal  laws  and  regulations 
could  not  be  appealed  to  for  an  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion— when  the  noble  lord  read  the  despatch  from 


Mr.  Webster,  recognizing,  as  I understand  it,  the 
principle  for  which  he  contended,  and  which  despatch 
was  dated  in  March  last — if  the  occasion  had  been  an 
ordinary  one,  some  questions  must  necessarily  have 
been  put.  I understood  the  noble  lord  to  deprecate 
the  putting  of  these  questions.  I understood  the  no- 
ble lord  to  say  that  he  thought  it  might  be  conducive 
to  the  great  interests  of  peace,  and  more  consistent 
with  the  national  honor,  that  these  questions  should 
not  be  pressed;  and  drawing  the  inference  from  what 
I conceive  to  be  the  opinions  of  the  noble  lord,  I for 
one,  shall  abstain  from  pressing  questions,  or  asking 
any  farther  explanation  from  him;  but  the  noble  lord 
will  permit  me  to  say,  that  the  explanation  which  he 
gave  was  any  thing  but  full  and  satisfactory. 

The  new  ministry  had  been  agreed  upon  and  were 
to  be  sworn  in  on  the  4th. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  first  lord  of  the  treasury. 

Right  hon.  H.  Goulburn,  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer. 

Lord  Warncliffe,  president  of  the  council. 

Lord  Lyndhurst,  lord  high  chancellor. 

Duke  of  Buckingham,  privy  seal. 

Earl  of  Aberdeen,  foreign  secretary. 

Lord  Stanley,  colonial  secretary. 

Sir  James  Graham,  home  secretary. 

The  duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  cabinet,  without 
office. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  president  of  the  board  of  con- 
trol. 

The  earl  of  Haddington,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

The  earl  of  Ripon,  president  of  the  board  of  trade. 

Sir  F.  Pollock,  attorney  general. 

Sir  W.  Follett,_ solicitor  general. 

Lord  Lowther,  postmaster  general. 

Sir  H.  Iiardinge,  secretary  at  war. 

Sir  E.  Knatchbull,  paymaster  general. 

Earl  de  Gray,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Eliot,  secretary  for  Ireland. 

W.E.  Gladstone, vice  president  of  the  board  of  trade. 

The  remaining  appointments  are  not  yet  finally  ar- 
ranged, but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  following  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen  will  hold  office  in  the  minis- 
try: Lord  Mahon,  lord  Liverpool,  lord  G.  Somerset, 
earl  of  Chesterfield,  lord  F.  Egerton,  sir  G.  Clerk, 
sir  W.  Rea,  sir  E.  Sugden,  &c. 

The  Times  says:— “It  affords  us  much  gratification 
to  hear  that  his  royal  highness  Prince  Albert,  in  con- 
junction with  her  majesty,  manifested  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  act  in  strict  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  to  afford  to  sir  R.  Peel  every  facility 
in  the  formation  of  his  government.  The  reception 
which  the  right  hon.  baronet  met  with  from  her  ma- 
jesty was  most  gracious  and  kind.  Her  majesty  ex- 
pressed her  determination  to  extend  to  sir  R.  Peel’s 
government  her  most  implicit  confidence  and  support, 
under  the  firm  belief  that  no  measures  would  be  pro- 
posed to  parliament  that  would  not  tend  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  to  conserve  the  institutions 
of  the  country,  and  promote  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people. 

From  a second  edition  of  the  Standard  of  Sept.  2. 

The  following  appointments  have  been  mentioned 
this  evening,  we  believe  upon  good  authority,  though 
we  cannot  say  the  best;  at  all  events  there  is  little 
doubt  that  however  noblemen  and  gentlemen  may 
determine,  the  offices  named  have  been  tendered  as 
follows: 

Master  general  of  the  ordnance — sir  George  Mur- 
ray (Lord  Beresford  having  declined). 

Woods  and  forests — lord  Granville  Somerset. 

Admiralty  chief  secretary — sir  George  Clerk. 

Admiralty  lords — sir  George  Cockburn  (unless  sir 
George  prefer  the  command  in  the  Mediterranean) 
and  Lord  Ingestre. 

Treasury  secretary — sir  Thomas  Fremantle. 

Governor  of  Canada — sir  Lloward  Douglas. 

Lord  Sydenham  has  resigned  the  office  of  governor 
general  of  the  American  provinces,  and  asked  permis- 
sion to  devolve  the  office  on  the  officer  next  in  com- 
mand, to  enable  him  to  leave  Canada  early  in  the  au- 
tumn. Lord  Sydefiham  speaks  in  a tone  of  great  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  success  of  his  mission  in  Canada. 

The  queen,  in  consideration  of  Lord  S’s  services, 
has  made  him  knight  grand  cross  of  the  Bath. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas  is  to  be  his  successor  as  go- 
vernor of  Canada. 

The  dutchess  of  Bedford  and  Lady  Normanby  had 
relinquished  their  situations  as  ladies  in  waiting  to 
the  queen.  This  saves  the  new  premier  the  inconve- 
nience of  another  petticoat  war,  for  the  Lady  Norman- 
by was  the  person  who  stood  before  in  his  way. 

There  was  much  stagnation  in  business.  The  fine 
state  of  the  weather,  and  better  harvests,  had  render- 
ed the  corn  markets  dull;  and  the  failures  at  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  paralyzed,  in  a degree,  the  cot- 
ton market. 

State  of  Trade — Manufacturing  Districts. — 
The  statement  of  the  week  is  the  same  that  we  have 


now  so  often  repeated.  The  manufacturing  interest  is 
suffering  severely  through  the  depression  of  the  times, 
which  is  at  present  shaking  the  industry  of  the  nation 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  With  one 
or  two  exceptions,  the  mills  at  Manchester  are  all 
working  short  time,  and  notice  has  been  given  at  se- 
veral of  them  that  they  will  soon  stop  altogether. 

[London  Examiner  of  August  28. 
FRANCE. 

The  principal  fact  announced  in  the  Paris  jounals 
is  the  actual  discharge  of  that  portion  of  the  French 
army,  which  would  have  finished  its  term  of  service 
on  the  31st  of  December  next. 

This  measure  was  carried  into  effect  in  Paris  and 
its  environs  on  Monday  1st.  It  was  reported  that 
the  soldiers  whose  term  of  service  would  expire  on 
the  31st  December  next  year,  will  be  provisionally 
discharged  the  moment  when  the  conscripts  of  the 
present  year  shall  have  passed  through  their  first 
drills.  Each  of  those  contingents  may  be  estimated 
at  60,000  men. 

The  Courrier  Francais  stated  that  M.  Humann  the 
minister  of  finance,  insists  on  the  army  being  reduced 
to  320,000  men,  and  the  fleet  to  10  ships  of  the  line. 

The  Toulonnais  of  the  29th  ult.  partly  confirms 
this  last  assertion. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  brilliant  and  very 
warm  in  Paris. 

Mr.  Samuel  Welles,  long  and  favorably  known  to 
his  American  countrymen  as  one  of  the  leading 
bankers  of  Paris,  died  there  on  30th  August  leaving 
behind  him  a good  name  and  a large  fortune,  which 
do  not  always  go  together. 

We  find  very  little  news  of  interest  in  the  French 
papers.  The  journals  are  still  writing  about  the 
census.  Resistance  to  the  fiscal  measures  of  M.  Hu- 
mann had  commenced  in  the  north  of  France.  In 
Lille  the  people  congregated  in  large  numbers  to  op- 
pose their  execution.  The  troops  arrested  several 
of  the  rioters.  In  the  south  the  census  was  proceed- 
ing without  any  resistance. 

The  defeat  of  the  whig  ministry  was  received  by 
telegraph  in  Paris  on  Sunday  night.  It  afforded  ge- 
neral satisfaction  to  the  court  organ. 

The  speech  of  sir  Robert  Peel  which  arrived  next 
morning,  confirmed  that  feeling,  and  the  small  rise 
which  took  place  in  the  funds  is  attributed  to  the 
probability  of  a more  cordial  feeling  henceforth  to 
subsist  between  the  English  and  the  French  govern- 
ments. 

French  Africa.  The  power  of  Abdel-Kader  is 
represented  as  on  the  decline;  great  preparations 
were  making  for  a fresh  campaign  against  him.  It 
was  said  he  had  sued  for  peace,  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived for  his  answer  that  the  first  condition  of  the 
treaty  must  be  his  being  embarked  for  France. 
SPAIN. 

Accounts  from  Madrid  to  August  24,  state,  that 
Espartero  was  ill,  and  would  not  close  the  session  in 
person.  On  the  23d,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
withdrew  the  bill  for  the  proposition  to  Great  Britain 
of  the  islands  of  Annabon  and  Fernando  Po. 

GERMANY. 

Accounts  from  Hamburg  state  that  Mecklenburg 
will  shortly  join  the  German,  or  rather  Prussian  com- 
mercial league;  and  that  sooner  or  later  the  whole  of 
the  Hanseatic  towns  will  be  included  in  it. 

AUSTRIA. 

The  Stutgard  Gazette  states,  under  date  Vienna, 
that  the  finances  of  Austria  were  in  a most  embar- 
rassed situation,  and  that  all  commercial  enterprise 
was  completely  paralysed. 

The  Austrian  Observer  announces,  that  the  insur- 
rectionary movements  at  Braila  had  been  suppressed 
by  the  Wallachian  troops. 

GREECE. 

Accounts  from  Greece  state  that  four  of  the  mi- 
nisters had  tendered  their  resignations,  finding  they 
could  do  nothing,  being  thwarted  by  the  king  in  every 
measure.  Otho,  however,  has  induced  them  to  stay, 
promising  to  conform  to  their  views. 

TURKEY,  EGYPT  AND  SYRIA. 

The  arrival  in  London  of  the  Levant  mail  brings 
accounts  from  Constantinople  and  Egypt  to  the  7th 
ult.  and  from  Smyrna  to  the  9th,  with  news  from 
Candia  and  Syria.  The  accounts,  however,  are  not 
of  much  interest.  The  pasha  of  Egypt  was  recover- 
ing in  peace,  and  by  his  gold,  a great  share  of  the  in- 
fluence and  advantage  which  he  had  lost  by  provok- 
ing war.  The  porte  had  lowered  its  demand  of  tri- 
bute with  Mehemit  to  thirty  millions  of  piastres. — 
Syria  is  represented  to  be  in  a state  of  complete  an- 
archy. 

CANDIA. 

The  “Courier  Grec,”  Athens  journal,  of  the  12th 
ult.  contains  a letter  from  the  chief  of  the  last  insur- 
rection in  Candia,  stating  that  having  been  betrayed 
by  Rousses  Bourdoum  Bain,  they  had  sought  refuge 
on  board  the  English  vessels;  that  their  intention  was 
not  to  abandon  the  Candiotes,  but  that  the  English 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  25,  1841— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


53 


had  carried  them  to  the  Piraeus,  after  having  cir- 
culated the  report  of  the  failure  of  the  insurrection 
along  the  coast,  and  thereby  ruined  their  cause. 

CANADA. 

Death  of  the  Governor  General.  Lord  Syden- 
ham, governor  general  of  the  British  provinces  in 
North  America,  died  at  his  residence  in  Kingston, 
Upper  Canada,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant, 
of  the  lock  jaw,  occasioned  by  a fall  from  his  horse, 
a short  time  since;  the  fall  having  fractured  his  leg. 

The  New  Governor.  Sir  Howard  Douglas  is 
spoken  of  as  the  future  governor  general  of  Canada. 
The  New  York  Commercial  says  that  his  accession 
to  this  office,  if  it  takes  place,  will  have  no  good  ef- 
fect upon  the  adjustment  of  the  boundary  question. 
Sir  Howard  was  formerly  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  afterward  of  New  Brunswick.  Pending  the  ar- 
bitrament of  the  question  before  the  king  of  Holland, 
Sir  Howard  was  recalled  to  manage  the  question  on 
the  part  of  the  English  government — the  conduct  on 
the  American  side  of  the  case  having  been  confid- 
ed to  Mr.  Preble,  of  Maine,  appointed  upon  that 
mission  by  General  Jackson.  Mr.  Preble  made  a 
sad  business  of  it,  and  Sir  Douglas  was  so  far  suc- 
cessful as  to  prevent  a reward  in  our  favor. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

B V AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

David  M.  Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  superintendant  of 
Indian  affairs,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Robert  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  agent  for  the  Ottowa 
and  Chippewa  Indians. 

Pierce  M.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  Indian  agent 
for  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

Algernon  Sydney  Robertson,  marshal  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Louisiana. 

Vincent  Browne,  navy  agent  for  the  port  of  Boston, 
vice  Leonard  Jarvis,  removed. 

LAND  OFFICERS. 

Levi  W.  Lawler,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Mar- 
disville,  Alabama. 

Hardy  Holmes,  receiver,  Ouachita,  Louisiana. 

Henry  O'McEnery,  register  do.  do. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

William  H.  Ware,  collector  at  St.  Marks,  Florida. 

William  P.  Briggs,  collector,  Vermont. 

Alexander  Ferguson,  naval  officer,  Philadelphia. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Benjamin  W.  Hale,  at  Newburyport,  Mass.;  Jacob 
Robbins,  at  Lowell,  Mass.;  Wm.  C.  Beardsley,  at  Au- 
burn, N.  Y. 

THE  DEPARTMENTS.  Mr.  Forward,  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  has  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  that  office;  and  James  N.  Baker, 
(formerly  comptroller,  and  nominated  to  the  senate 
again  for  that  office,  but  not  acted  on)  is  acting  as 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  vice  Mr.  Forward,  late 
comptroller. 

Robert  M.  Lea,  esq.  chief  clerk  of  the  depart- 
ment of  war,  has  been  appointed  by  the  president 
acting  secretary  of  war  until  the  arrival  of  the  hon. 
John  McLean. 

Mr.  Simms,  chief  clerk  of  the  navy  department,  in 
like  manner  officiates  in  that  department,  and 

Mr.  Hobbie,  first  assistant  postmaster  general,  in 
the  post  office  department. 

Attorney  General.  The  National  Intelligencer 
of  the  20th  says: — “We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that 
Mr.  Legare,  having  accepted  the  office  of  attorney 
general,  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Critten- 
den, has  arrived  in  this  city  and  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office.” 

DIPLOMATIC.  Christopher  Hughes.  The 
Baltimore  American,  of  the  23d  says:  “We  are  pleas- 
ed to  hear  of  the  return  to  this  country  of  our  distin- 
guished and  estimable  townsman,  Mr.  Christopher 
Hughes.  Mr.  H.  is  coming  home  on  leave  to  visit 
his  friends.  He  was  expected  in  London  early  this 
month,  and  would  take  passage  from  Liverpool  in  the 
beginning  of  October.” 

Our  readers  will  find  this  able  diplomatist  men- 
tioned with  no  more  than  due  encomium,  in  the 
speech  of  J.  Q.  Adams,  esq.  on  the  McLeod  case, 
which  is  inserted  in  this  number  of  the  Register. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  our  late  minister  to  Russia,  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  in  the  Great  Western,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  after  an  absence  of  two  years  in  Europe. 

Mexican  Commissioner.  Mr.  Henry  M.  Brack- 
enridge,  appointed  a commissioner  under  the  treaty 
with  Mexico,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Rowan,  resigned, 
has  arrived  at  Washington,  and  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  commission. 


Despatches  for  the  British  minister  were  brought 
out  in  the  Caledonia.  A special  message  to  Lord 
Suydenham  also  came  in  her. 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
THE  NAVY.  Messrs.  Gales  ^ Seaton:  I deem  it 

proper  to  offer  a public  explanation  of  some  of  the 
reasons  which  led  to  my  resignation,  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, of  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  navy,  and,  for 
that  purpose,  ask  a small  space  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer. 

At  the  cabinet  meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  August 
last,  (the  attorney  general  and  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral being  absent),  the  subject  of  an  Exchange  bank, 
or  institution,  was  brought  forward  by  the  president 
himself,  and  was  fully  considered.  Into  the  particu- 
lars of  what  passed  I do  not  propose  now  to  enter. — 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  then  distinctly 
stated  and  understood  that  such  an  institution  met 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  and  was  deemed  by 
him  free  of  constitutional  objections;  that  he  desired 
(if  congress  should  deem  it  necessary  to  act  upon  the 
subject  during  the  session)  that  such  an  institution 
should  be  adopted  by  that  body,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  his  cabinet  should  aid  in  bringing  about  that 
result;  and  Messrs.  Webster  and  Ewing  were  spe- 
cially requested  by  the  president  to  have  a communi- 
cation upon  the  subject  with  certain  members  of 
congress.  The  institution  then  spoken  of  was  to  be 
located  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  to  be  authorised 
to  establish  agencies  in  the  states  and  territories  with 
power  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  countries,  and  in  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  in  one  state  or  territory  and  payable 
in  another  state  or  territory;  and  the  exercise  of  this 
power  was  not  to  depend  on  any  assent,  expressed  or 
implied,  of  the  states  within  which  such  agencies 
might  be  established. 

In  consequence  of  what  passed  at  this  meeting,  I 
saw  such  friends  in  congress  as  I deemed  it  proper  to 
approach,  and  urged  upon  them  the  passage  of  a bill 
to  establish  such  an  institution,  assuring  them  that  I 
did  not  doubt  it  would  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
president. 

The  bill  was  passed,  as  the  public  know,  and  was 
met  by  the  veto.  Now,  if  the  president,  after  the 
meeting  of  the  18th  August,  had  changed  his  mind  as 
to  the  constitutional  power  of  congress,  and  had  come 
to  doubt  or  deny  what  he  had  admitted  in  that  meet- 
ing, (which  is  the  most  favorable  interpretation  that 
can  be  put  upon  his  conduct),  it  was,  in  my  opinion, 
a plain  duty  on  his  part  to  have  made  known  to  the 
gentlemen  concerned  this  change  of  sentiment — to 
have  offered  them  an  apology  for  the  unpleasant  si- 
tuation in  which  they  were  placed  by  his  agency — or, 
at  least,  to  have  softened,  by  a full  explanation  of 
his  motives,  his  intended  veto  of  a measure  in  pro- 
moting the  success  of  which  they,  at  his  request,  had 
rendered  their  assistance.  But  this  the  president  did 
not  do.  Never,  from  the  moment  of  my  leaving  his 
house  on  the  18th,  did  he  open  his  lips  to  me  on  the 
subject.  It  was  only  from  the  newspapers,  from  ru- 
mor, from  hearsay,  I learned  that  he  had  denied  the 
constitutionality  of  the  proposed  institution,  and  had 
made  the  most  solemn  asseverations  that  he  would 
never  approve  a measure  which  I knew  was  suggest- 
ed by  himself,  and  which  had  been,  at  his  own  in- 
stance, introduced  into  congress.  It  was  still  in  the 
president’s  power,  by  a proper  statement  in  the  mes- 
sage containing  his  objections  to  the  bill,  to  have  sup- 
plied these  omissions,  and  in  some  degree  at  least  to 
have  repaired  his  former  neglect;  but  when  that  pa- 
per came  to  be  read,  it  was  found  that  so  far  from 
saying  frankly  that  he  once  favored  and  had  been 
willing  to  sanction  the  bill,  but  had  been  led  (if  such 
was  the  fact)  by  subsequent  reflection  to  adopt  differ- 
ent views  upon  the  subject,  he  treated  the  measure 
as  one  evidently  inconsistent  with  his  previously  ex- 
pressed opinions,  and  which  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
supposed  for  a moment  he  could  approve. 

Whether  this  conduct  of  the  president  is  suscepti- 
ble of  just  defence  or  reasonable  excuse  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary now  to  inquire.  I have  not  heard,  nor  can  I 
imagine  any  ground  for  either.  Whether  an  expla- 
nation of  it  has  been  offered  to  any  one  of  the  gentle- 
men concerned  I know  not,  but  none  was  at  any  time 
offered  to  me:  and  while  I forbear  to  make  the  re- 
marks, obvious  and  painful  as  they  are,  which  the 
transaction  suggests,  I declare  the  conviction  that 
this  conduct  of  the  president,  standing  without  known 
defence,  excuse  or  explanation,  constituted  (if  no 
other  reasons  had  existed)  ample  ground  for  a with- 
drawal from  his  cabinet  without  delay. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  I have  not  sup- 
posed, and  do  not  now  suppose,  that  a difference 
merely  between  the  president  and  his  cabinet,  either 
as  to  the  constitutionality  or  the  expediency  of  a 
bank,  necessarily  interposes  any  obstacles  to  a full 
and  cordial  co-operation  between  them  in  the  general 
conduct  ol  his  administration;  and  therefore  deeply 


as  I regretted  the  veto  of  the  first  bill,  I did  not  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  retire  on  that  account  from  my 
situation.  But  the  facts  attending  the  initiation  and 
disapproval  of  the  last  bill  made  a case  totally  differ- 
ent from  that — one  it  is  believed  without  a parallel  in 
the  history  of  our  cabinets;  presenting,  to  say  nothing 
more,  a measure  embraced  and  then  repudiated — 
efforts  prompted  and  then  disowned — services  ren- 
dered and  then  treated  with  scorn  or  neglect.  Such 
a case  required,  in  my  judgment,  upon  considera- 
tions, private  and  public,  that  the  official  relations 
subsisting  between  the  president  and  myself  should 
be  immediately  dissolved.  GEO.  E.  BADGER. 

Washington,  Sept.  18,  1840. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  SECRETARY  BELL. 

Washington,  September  20,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  Doubts  have  been  attempted  to  be  cast 
upon  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Ewing’s  statement  In 
relation  to  the  part  taken  by  the  president  in  get- 
tion  up  the  fiscal  corporation  bill,  by  arguing  that 
there  was  an  impropriety  in  making  it  which  ought 
to  deprive  it  of  credit.  There  are  circumstances  in 
this  case  distinguishing  it  from  all  others  that  I re- 
collect of  the  kind.  It  grows  out  of  a matter  of  of- 
ficial business,  transacted  between  high  public  func- 
tionaries, and  is  of  public  and  general  concern.  The 
public  and  open  conduct  of  one  of  these  high  func- 
tionaries is  in  direct  opposition  to  what  the  other 
had,  by  his  express  direction  and  authority,  affirmed 
as  to  his  intentions  and  purposes.  There  can,  I hum- 
bly submit,  be  no  serious  question  in  such  a case 
upon  the  point  of  personal  propriety,  when  the  in- 
jured party  seeks  to  vindicate  his  honor  by  disclos- 
ing the  truth.  The  obligations  arising  out  of  confi- 
dential relations,  in  private  or  public  affairs,  are 
founded  in  mutual  trust.  He  that  disregards  his  own 
confidential  pledges  and  engagements  cannot  allege 
the  obligation  ’ of  confidence,  in  the  same  transac- 
tion, against  the  natural  right  of  self-defence  belong- 
ing to  the  injured  party.  For  any  thing  that  can 
ever  be  known  to  the  contrary,  it  may  have  been  the 
object  of  the  original  pledge  or  engagement  to  sac- 
rifice those  who  trusted  and  were  misled  by  it.  For 
these  reasons,  I do  not  hesitate  to  furnish,  for  publi- 
cation, the  accompanying  statement,  which  contains 
all  the  facts  and  cireumstances  within  my  knowledge, 
that  occur  to  me  as  being  material,  connected  with 
the  subject  of  difference.  I do  this  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice not  only  to  Mr.  Ewing,  who  requested  it,  but  to 
myself  and  the  public. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  I have,  at 
no  time,  regarded  a difference  of  opinion  between  the 
president  and  myself  in  relation  to  a bank,  however 
important  the  subject,  as  sufficient  of  itself  to  justify 
a resignation  of  the  office  which  1 lately  held  in  the 
executive  administration  of  the  government.  Nor  was 
it  because  the  president  thought  proper  to  trifle  with 
or  mislead  his  cabinet,  as  there  is  but  too  much  reason 
to  believe  he  intended  to  do,  in  the  affair  of  the  last 
fiscal  bank  bill,  that  I resigned  my  place.  There 
were  other,  and  some  of  them  pre-existing  causes, 
for  such  a course,  which  many  will  regard  as  suf- 
ficient of  themselves;  and  which  could  not  have 
been  overlooked.  But  it  was  possible  to  explain  or 
remove  them,  and  therefore  they  were  not  promptly 
acted  upon.  The  last  act  of  the  president,  however, 
was  conclusive  of  the  true  character  of  all  the  other 
occurrences  of  circumstances  which  had  previously 
awakened  curiosity  or  excited  distrust. 

I shall,  at  my  leisure,  state  the  reasons  more 
at  large  which  impelled  me  to  the  course  I have 
thought  proper  to  adopt,  and  at  the  same  time  fur- 
nish a narrative  of  all  the  causes,  so  far  as  they  fell 
under  my  observation,  which  have  resulted  in  the  se- 
paration of  Mr.  Tyler  from  the  party  which  brought 
him  into  power,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  whig  ad- 
ministration. I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  BELL. 

Messrs.  Gales  &(■  Seaton. 

statement. 

I called  to  see  the  president  on  official  business  on 
the  morning,  (Monday,  16th  August),  before  the  first 
veto  message  was  sent  in.  I found  him  reading  the 
message  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He  did  me 
the  honor  to  read  the  material  passages  to  me. — 
Upon  reading  that  part  of  it  which  treats  of  the  su- 
perior importance  and  value  of  the  business  done  by 
the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  in  furnishing  ex- 
changes between  the  different  states  and  sections  of 
the  union,  I was  so  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  he  meant  to  intimate  that  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  a bank  which  should  be  restricted  in  deal- 
ing in  exchanges,  that  I interrupted  him  in  the  read- 
ing, and  asked  if  I was  to  understand,  by  what  he  had 
just  read,  that  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  assent  to 
a bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  offices  or 
agencies  in  the  states,  having  the  privilege,  without 
their  assent,  to  deal  in  exchanges  between  them,  and 
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in  foreign  bills.  He  promptly  replied  that  he  thought 
experience  had  shown  the  necessity  of  such  a power 
in  the  government.  I could  not  restrain  the  imme- 
diate expression  of  my  gratification  upon  hearing 
this  avowal.  I said  to  the  president  at  once,  that 
what  I had  feared  would  lead  to  fatal  dissensions 
among  our  friends,  I now  regarded  as  rather  fortu- 
nate than  otherwise;  that  his  veto  of  the  bill  then  be- 
fore him  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  a much  better 
one.  I also  congratulated  him  upon  the  happy  cir- 
cumstance of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in 
sending  in  his  veto  message.  The  heat  and  violence 
which  might  have  been  expected  if  the  veto  had 
been  sent  in  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  would  now  be  avoided.  Time  had  been  given 
for  cool  reflection,  and  as  the  message  did  not  ex- 
clude the  idea  of  a bank  in  some  form,  no  unpleasant 
consequences  would  be  likely  to  follow.  He  ex- 
pressed his  great  surprise  that  there  should  be  so 
much  excitement  upon  the  subject;  said  that  he  had 
had  his  mind  made  up  on  the  bill  before  him  from 
the  first,  but  had  delayed  his  message  that  there 
should  be  time  for  the  excitement  to  wear  off;  that 
nothing  could  be  more  easy  than  to  pass  a bill  which 
would  answer  all  necessary  purposes;  that  it  could 
be  done  in  three  days.  The  next  day,  having  oc- 
casion to  see  the  president  again,  he  requested  me  to 
furnish  him  with  such  information  as  the  war  depart- 
ment afforded  of  the  embarrassments  attending  the 
transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  to 
distant  points  on  the  frontier,  in  Florida,  &c.  He  at 
the  same  time  requested  me  to  draw  up  a brief  state- 
ment of  my  views  upon  the  subject,  showing  the 
practical  advantages  and  necessity  of  such  a fiscal 
institution  as  he  had  thought  of  proposing.  Such  in- 
formation as  I could  hastily  collect  from  the  heads 
of  the  principal  disbursing  bureaus  of  the  depart- 
ment I handed  to  him  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  knowing  that  time  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
in  the  state  in  which  the  question  then  was.  He  re- 
ceived the  statements  I gave  him  with  manifest  in- 
difference, and  alarmed  me  by  remarking  that  he  be- 
gan to  doubt  whether  he  would  give  his  assent,  (as 
I understood  him),  to  any  bank. 

The  next  day  (Wednesday,  18th  August)  was  the 
stated  time  for  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  cabinet 
with  the  president.  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Ewing,  and 
myself,  went  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  were 
informed  that  the  president  was  engaged  with 
Messrs.  Berrien,  Sergeant,  and,  I think,  Mr.  Daw- 
son, of  Georgia.  We  waited  until  they  retired,  and 
the  president  made  his  appearance  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  afterwards.  Mr.  Badger  came  in 
soon  after  the  president  joined  us.  Messrs.  Crit- 
tenden and  Granger  did  not  attend.  The  confer- 
ence which  ensued  was  a long  one — lasting  two  hours 
at  least,  according  to  my  recollection.  I cannot  pre- 
tend to  detail  all  that  was  said;  neither  can  I under- 
take to  give  the  language  employed  by  the  president 
upon  every  point,  nor  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet. 
I can  only  state  the  substance  of  what  was  said  upon 
those  points  which  most  attracted  my  attention. 

The  president  commenced  by  stating  that  he  had 
been  waited  upon  that  morning  by  a committee  of 
members  of  congress,  who  desired  to  know  his  views 
upon  the  subject  of  a bank — such  a one  as  he  could 
sanction.  He  had  given  them  no  satisfaction  upon 
that  subject,  but  had  informed  them  that  he  would 
first  consult  with  his  constitutional  advisers — his  ca- 
binet— through  whom  he  thought  it  most  regular  that 
his  views  should  be  communicated.  He  asked  the 
opinion  of  his  cabinet  upon  the  correctness  of  the 
ground  he  had  taken;  remarking  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  habit  of  expressing  his  views  to  members  of 
congress  upon  subjects  of  so  much  interest  subjected 
him  to  great  embarrassment  and  much  misrepresen- 
tation. That  question  being  disposed  of,  the  presi- 
dent adverted  briefly,  but  without  much  connexion, 
to  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  bank  ques- 
tion, and  his  disposition  to  go  as  far  as  he  could  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  his  friends.  He  spoke  of 
the  relation  that  existed  between  him  and  his  cabi- 
net, and  how  necessary  it  was  that  he  should  have 
their  support.  Would  they  stand  by  him?  He  much 
preferred  that  the  whole  subject  should  be  postpon- 
ed until  the  next  session;  but  if  it  was  necessary  to 
act  now,  he  thought  a plan  might  be  devised  which, 

with  their  co-operation,  might  be  carried  through 

He  wondered  why  the  senate  continued  to  postpone 
acting  upon  his  veto  message,  which  was  yet  to  be 
disposed  of.  He  supposed  it  might  he  to  hold  it  as  a 
rod  over  his  head;  and  had  some  doubts  whether  it 
was  proper  that  he  should  consider  further  upon  the 
subject  until  the  senate  had  decided  what  they  would 
do  with  the  bill  then  before  them.  Some  one  pre- 
sent assured  him  that  the  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion pending  in  the  senate  was  intended  to  give  time 
for  reflection,  and  to  prevent  an  intemperate  debate. 

The  president  then  gave  the  outline  of  such  a bank 
or  fiscal  institution  as  he  thought  he  could  sanction. 


It  was  to  be  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  have  the 
privilege  of  issuing  its  own  notes,  receive  moneys  on 
deposite,  and  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  between 
the  states  and  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
states.  But  he  w'ished  to  have  the  opinion  of  his  ca- 
binet upon  it.  His  own  consistency  and  reputation 
must  be  looked  to.  He  considered  his  cabinet  his 
friends,  who  must  stand  by  and  defend  whatever  he 
did  upon  the  subject.  He  appealed  particularly  to 
Mr.  Webster  for  his  opinion  upon  the  point  of  con- 
sistency; and  whether  there  was  not  a clear  distinc- 
tion between  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States — a 
bank  of  discount  and  deposite — and  the  one  he  now 
thought  of  proposing;  and  whether  the  constitutional 
question  was  not  different.  He  reminded  us  that,  in 
all  his  former  speeches  and  reports,  he  had  taken  the 
ground  that  congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to 
charter  a bank  which  had  the  power  of  local  discount. 
Mr.  Webster  pointed  out  the  distinction  between 
the  two  plans  in  a manner  which  appeared  to  be  sa- 
tisfactory to  him.  The  substance  of  what  he  said 
was,  as  I understood  him,  as  follows:  He  had  a decid- 
ed preference  for  a bank  upon  the  plan  then  proposed 
over  either  of  those  which  had  been  previously  spo- 
ken of.  He  reminded  the  president  that  he  had  ex- 
pressed his  preference  for  a bank  which  should  be 
restricted  in  its  dealings  to  bills  of  exchange,  when 
certain  gentlemen  from  the  city  of  New  York  were 
present  several  weeks  before.  He  then  thought,  as 
he  did  now,  that  it  would  answer  all  useful  purposes. 
One  ground  of  this  preference  was,  and  it  had  great 
weight  with  him,  that  the  plan  did  not  contemplate 
the  consent  of  the  states  as,  in  any  way  or  at  any 
time,  necessary  to  its  existence  or  efficiency.  He 
thought  the  plan  proposed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  generally  known  as  Mr.  Ewing’s  bill,  as 
incongruous  and  objectionable  on  this  ground.  His 
general  course  of  thinking  on  such  subjects  led  him 
to  prefer  that,  whatever  power  this  government  as- 
serted, or  was  authorised  to  assert,  should  be  exer- 
cised independently  of  state  authority,  and  of  the  in- 
terference of  the  states.  He  thought  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  to  charter  such 
a bank  as  was  then  proposed,  according  to  the  pre- 
sident’s own  modes  of  thinking  upon  that  subject,  if 
he  understood  them.  Certainly  there  was  a clear 
distinction  between  such  a bank  and  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  one  now  proposed  was  to 
be  limited  in  its  operations  to  such  objects  as  were 
clearly  within  some  of  the  general  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  or  such  as  were  clearly  necessary  in  the 
execution  of  others.  The  privilege  of  issuing  its 
own  notes,  of  dealing  in  exchanges,  and  of  receiving 
moneys  on  deposite,  all  appeared  to  have  immediate 
reference  to  or  connexion  with  the  power  given  in 
the  constitution  over  commerce  between  the  states, 
over  the  currency,  and  the  necessary  fiscal  operations 
of  the  government  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue.  These  were  all 
subjects  of  national,  and  not  local  or  state  concern. 
The  distinction  between  this  plan  and  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States  lay  in  this:  the  privilege  enjoy- 
ed by  the  old  bank,  of  dealing  in  local  paper,  or  dis- 
counting notes  having  no  circulation,  as  it  might  be, 
but  between  the  different  streets  or  commercial  points 
of  the  same  city,  had  no  connexion  with  the  trade  or 
commerce  between  the  states  and  remote  sections  of 
the  union,  nor  with  the  transfer  of  the  public  money 
from  one  point  to  another;  and  it  had,  therefore,  no 
necessary  connexion  with  any  of  the  great  national 
objects  for  which  the  bank  was  chartered;  nor  could 
it  be  claimed  as  an  incident  to  any  of  the  powers  gi- 
ven to  congress  by  the  constitution.  The  privilege, 
he  apprehended,  was  conferred  upon  the  late  bank 
from  the  belief  that  without  it  the  stock  of  the  bank 
could  not  be  made  profitable;  and  it  was  therefore 
considered  as  a necessary  incident  to  an  institution 
which  was  itself  but  the  offspring  of  an  incidental 
power.  Experience,  he  thought,  had  shown  clearly 
that  such  a plivilege  was  no  longer  important  or  ne- 
cessary. By  confining  the  discounting  privilege  of 
the  proposed  bank  to  bills  of  exchange  between  this 
country  and  foreign  states,  and  between  the  several 
states  of  the  union,  this  objection  would  not  lie 
against  it. 

The  president  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not 
used  the  words  “bank  of  discount  and  deposite”  in  his 
late  message,  so  that  the  distinction  he  now  took 
might  be  clearly  inferred  from  that  message,  and  he 
could  not  then  be  charged  with  inconsistency.  Mr. 
Badger  said  he  thought  nothing  would  have  been 
gained  by  the  use  of  the  terms  “bank  of  discount  and 
deposite”  in  his  message;  for,  as  to  the  charge  of  in- 
consistency, it  might,  and  probably  would,  be  made 
against  him  for  party  effect,  if  he  sanctioned  the  bill 
then  proposed  by  him,  inasmuch  as  dealing  in  or  buy- 
ing bills  of  exchange  would  be  discounting,  and  to 
that  extent  make  it  a bank  of  discount. 

When  all  the  material  points  appeared  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  members  of  the  cabinet  present  had 


expressed  their  decided  approbation  of  the  plan  the 
president  had  suggested,  he  said  that,  after  all,  he 
would  not  sanction  a bank  in  the  form  just  agreed 
upon,  if  he  supposed  that  it  would  be  made  the  ground- 
work or  basis  of  a bank  with  all  the  powers  of  the 
late  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  never  would 
give  his  sanction  to  the  power  of  local  discount.  He 
feared  that,  at  the  next  or  succeeding  sessions  of  con- 
gress, the  whigs  would  be  bringing  forward  amend- 
ments engrafting  this  power  upon  any  charter  he 
might  now  approye;  and  he  appealed  to  his  cabinet 
to  know  if  they  would  stand  by  him,  and  use  their  in- 
fluence in  preventing  any  such  movements  while  his 
administration  lasted.  Mr.  Webster  and  others 
gave  him  all  proper  assurances  upon  this  point. 

The  president  thought  a capital  of  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  would  be  sufficient. 

A name,  he  said,  was  important.  What  should  it 
be?  Fiscal  institute  would  do.  It  was  objected  to, 
and  the  name  of  fiscal  bank  preferred  by  a member  of 
the  cabinet.  He  replied  that  there  was  a great  deal 
in  name,  and  he  did  not  wish  the  word  bank  to  ap- 
pear in  the  bill. 

The  president  then  inquired  if  he  was  understood. 
He  said  there  must  be  no  misunderstanding  of  what 
he  proposed  to  do.  Addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Ew- 
ing, he  asked  him  if  he  thought  he  understood  his 
views  fully.  Mr.  Ewing  undertook  to  recapitu- 
late. He  understood  the  president  to  have  no  ob- 
jection to  a bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  the  states,  with 
their  assent.  The  president  interrupted  him  abrupt- 
ly, by  saying  he  did  not  understand  him  at  all:  he 
was  not  willing  to  sanction  any  such  bank.  I un- 
derstood his  objection  to  be  to  the  power  of  local 
discount.  I supposed  Mr.  Ewing  intended  to  say 
that  he  understood  the  president  had  no  constitutional 
objections  to  such  a bank.  Mr.  Ewing,  however, 
without  explaining,  went  on  to  say,  that  he  now  un- 
derstood the  president  to  have  no  objection  to  a bank 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  power  to  issue 
its  own  notes,  receive  moneys  on  deposit,  with  offi- 
ces or  agencies  in  the  states  having  the  privilege, 
without  their  assent,  of  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  in  one  state  or  territory  and  made  payable  in 
another  state  or  territory  of  the  union,  and  in  bills 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  states  or  na- 
tions. 

The  president  said  he  was  then  understood.  He 
requested  Mr.  Webster  particularly  to  communicate 
with  the  gentlemen  who  had  waited  upon  him  that 
morning,  and  to  let  them  know  the  conclusions  to 
which  he  had  come.  He  also  requested  Mr.  Ewing 
to  aid  in  getting  the  subject  properly  before  congress. 
He  requested  that  they  would  take  care  not  to  com- 
mit him  by  what  they  said  to  members  of  congress  to 
any  intention  to  dictate  to  congress.  They  might 
express  their  confidence  and  belief  that  such  a bill  as 
had  just  been  agreed  upon  would  receive  his  sanc- 
tion; but  it  should  be  as  matter  of  inference  from  his 
veto  message  and  his  general  views.  He  thought  ho 
might  request  that  the  measure  should  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  some  friend  of  his  own  upon  whom  he  could 
rely.  Mr.  Sergeant  was  named,  and  he  expressed 
himself  satisfied  that  he  should  have  charge  of  it. 
He  also  expressed  a wish  to  see  the  bill  before  it  was 
presented  to  the  house,  if  it  could  be  so  managed. 

I then  said,  addressing  myself  to  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Ewing,  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  communi- 
cating with  gentlemen  of  congress;  that  there  was 
danger  that  Mr.  Ewing’s  bill  would  be  taken  up  and 
reported  to  the  house  immediately  after  the  bill  sent 
back  to  the  senate  with  the  president’s  objections  was 
disposed  of. 

As  the  members  of  the  cabinet  rose  to  depart,  or 
just  before,  the  president  requested  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Ewing,  as  they  had  turned  their  attention  more 
particularly  to  the  subject,  to  furnish  him  with  writ- 
ten arguments  upon  the  points  they  had  been  discuss- 
ing. He  wanted  them  to  fortify  his  own  opinion,  and 
to  lay  up  for  future  reference.  JOHN  BELL. 

Washington,  Sept.  20,  1841. 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  LETTER.  In  compliance  to 
written  request  of  T.  Mien,  editor  of  the  J\Jadi- 
mian,  Mr. Webster,  on  the  22d  instant,  furnished 
im  with  a copy  of  the  following  note,  which  he  ad- 
ressed  on  the  25th  August,  to  the  two  senators  from 
Iassachusetts.  „ , 

August  25th,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  As  you  spoke  last  evening  of  the 
cneral  policy  of  the  whigs,  under  the  present  pos- 
ire  of  affairs,  relative  to  the  bank  bill,  I am  willing 
> place  you  in  full  possession  of  my  opinion  on  that 
ibject. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  further  back,  into  the 
istory  of  the  past,  than  the  introduction  of  the 
resent  measure  into  the  house  of  representatives. 
That  introduction  took  place,  within  two  or  three 
ays,  after  the  president’s  disapproval  of  the  former 
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bill;  and  I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  it  was 
honestly  and  fairly  intended  as  a measure  likely  to 
meet  the  president’s  approbation.  I do  not  believe 
that  one  in  fifty  of  the  whigs  had  any  sinister  de- 
sign whatever,  if  there  was  an  individual  who  had 
such  design. 

But  I know  that  the  president  had  been  greatly 
troubled,  in  regard  to  the  former  bill,  being  desirous, 
on  one  hand,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  if  he 
could,  and  on  the  other,  to  do  justice  to  his  own  opi- 
nions. 

Having  returned  this  first  bill  with  objections,  a 
new  one  was  presented  in  the  house,  and  appeared  to 
be  making  rapid  progress. 

I know  the  president  regretted  this,  and  wished 
the  whole  subject  might  have  been  postponed. 

At  the  same  time,  1 believed  he  was  disposed  to 
consider  calmly  and  conscienciously,  whatever  other 
measure  might  be  presented  to  him. 

But  in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Botts’  very  extraordina- 
ry letter  made  its  appearance.  Mr.  Botts  is  a whig 
of  eminence  and  influence  in  our  ranks.  I need  not 
recall  to  your  mind  the  contents  of  the  letter.  It  is 
enough  to  say,  that  it  purported  that  the  whigs  de- 
signed to  circumvent  their  own  president,  to  “head 
him”  as  the  expression  was  and  to  place  him  in  a con- 
dition of  embarrassment. 

From  that  moment,  I felt  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  whigs  to  forbear  from  pressing  the  bank  bill 
further,  at  the  present  time. 

I thought  it  was  but  just  in  them  to  give  decisive 
proof  that  they  entertained  no  such  purpose,  as  seem- 
ed to  be  imputed  to  them.  And  since  there  was 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  president  would  be  glad  of 
time,  for  information  and  reflection,  before  being 
called  on  to  form  an  opinion  on  another  plan  for  a 
bank — a plan  somewhat  new  to  the  country — I 
thought  his  known  wishes  ought  to  be  complied  with. 

I think  so  still.  I think  this  is  a course,  just  to  the 
president,  and  wise  on  behalf  of  the  whig  party. 

A decisive  rebuke  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be 
given  to  the  intimation,  from  whatever  quarter,  of  a 
disposition  among  the  whigs  to  embarrass  the  presi- 
dent. 

This  is  the  main  ground  of  my  opinion;  and  such  a 
rebuke,  I think,  would  be  found  in  the  general  reso- 
lution of  the  party  to  postpone  further  proceedings 
on  the  subject  to  the  next  session,  now  only  a little 
more  than  three  months  off. 

The  session  has  been  fruitful  of  important  acts. — 
The  wants  of  the  treasury  have  been  supplied;  provi- 
sions have  been  made  for  fortifications,  and  for  the 
navy;  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  has  passed;  the 
bankrupt  bill,  that  great  measure  of  justice  and  be- 
nevolence, has  been  carried  through;  and  the  land 
bill  seems  about  to  receive  the  sanction  of  congress. 

In  all  these  measures,  forming  a mass  of  legisla- 
tion, more  important,  I will  venture  to  say,  than  all 
the  proceedings  of  congress  for  many  years  past,  the 
president  has  cordially  concurred. 

I agree,  that  the  currency  question  is,  neverthe- 
less, the  great  question  before  the  country;  but  con- 
sidering what  has  already  been  accomplished,  in  re- 
gard to  other  things;  considering  the  difference  of 
opinion  which  exists  upon  this  remaining  one;  and, 
considering,  especially,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
whigs  effectually  to  repel  and  put  down  any  supposi- 
tion, that  they  are  endeavoring  to  put  the  president 
in  a condition,  in  which  he  must  act  under  restraint 
or  embarrassment,  I am  fully  and  entirely  persuaded, 
that  the  bank  subject  should  be  postponed  to  the 
next  session.  I am,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  ob’t 
serv’t,  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  Messrs.  Bates  and  Choate , senators  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

REVISION  OF  THE  REVENUE  LAWS.  Pre- 
sident Tyler,  it  is  stated,  has  requested  gov.  Poin- 
dexter to  revise  the  code  of  revenue  laws,  prepara- 
tory to  the  action  of  congress  at  the  next  session. 
Mr.  Poindexter’s  reputation  as  a lawyer,  added  to 
his  experience  in  the  late  investigation  in  the  New 
York  custom  house,  and  the  familiarity  with  the 
subjects  to  which  his  attention  has  been  so  recently 
called,  render  this  task  easy  to  his  hand. 

[Phil.  Ledger. 

THE  REVENUE  BILL,  which  is  inserted  in  this 
number  of  the  Register,  is  to  take  effect  on  the  30th 
instant. 

The  New  York  American  says,  for  the  last  few  days 
very  heavy  importations  have  arrived,  which  were 
ordered  in  anticipation  of  the  increased  duty,  and  a 
large  amount  is  expected  to  arrive  before  the  30th. 
Steamboats  are  chartered  to  cruise  about  the  Hook 
for  the  two  or  three  last  days  of  the  month  in  order 
to  bring  up  before  the  time  expires  any  vessel  that 
may  be  fortunate  enough  to  arrive.  In  the  mean 
time  a number  of  cargoes  have  been  sold  on  specu- 
lation— the  purchasers  taking  the  risk  of  the  vessel 


arriving  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  by 
law. 

In  relation  to  the  revenue  bill — the  Paris  corres- 
pondent of  the  National  Intelligencer,  writes  on  the 
28th  of  August,  “Your  revenue  or  tariff  bill,  of  which 
I hope  to  learn,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Halifax  steamer, 
the  entire  success,  has  been  treated  editorially  this 
week  in  three  of  the  chief  Paris  papers — the  Jour- 
nal des  Debats,  the  Constitutionnel  and  the  Commerce. 
All  scold  and  lecture  the  United  States,  predict  ter- 
rible consequences  to  both  French  and  American 
trade,  and  prove  themselves  alike  ignorant  of  the 
true  statistics  and  bearing  of  the  case.  The  Debats 
has  it  that  the  bill  would  be,  a coup  sur,  rejected  by 
the  house  of  representatives.  That  paper  says:  ‘we 
know  that  our  commercial  interests  are  faithfully 
and  ably  maintained  here  as  well  as  with  the  Ame- 
rican congress.  The  conduct  of  our  representative 
near  the  cabinet  of  Washington  is  generally  dignified 
and  energetic.’  Allusion  is  here  made,  I presume, 
to  M.  de  Bacourt’s  communication  to  the  treasury 
department,  which  Mr.  Adams,  with  peculiar  autho- 
rity, denounced  as  irregular  to  the  house.  The  De- 
bats admonishes  the  French  merchants  to  build  at 
once  ships  for  the  cotton  trade,  informing  that  when 
such  ships  and  steamboats  ply  between  ‘young  Ame- 
rica’ and  the  ports  of  France,  nothing  will  be  lost, 
whatever  may  happen,  for  French  transatlantic  trade. 
The  Constitutionnel  takes  a wider  survey.  It  begins 
by  remarking  that  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
now  expends  more  than  its  income,  and  resorts  to 
European  expedients — loans,  duties  and  sales  of  na- 
tional domain.  ‘What,’  asks  the  writer,  ‘has  become 
of  that  perfect  transatlantic  model  of  financial  inde- 
pendence and  order?’  He  presents  objections  to  the 
tariff  bill,  with  reference  to  American  interests,  the 
same  nearly  as  those  which  have  been  urged  in  con- 
gress; but  he  asserts  that,  if  revenue  had  been  really 
the  object,  the  proposed  duties  should  have  been  40 
or  60  per  cent.  He  recommends  to  the  French  go- 
vernment reprisals  by  the  suppression  of  imposts  on 
all  cotton  not  American,  and  similar  encouragement 
to  the  rice,  tobacco,  potash,  &c.  which  can  be  ob- 
tained from  other  countries.  He  observes,  in  addi- 
tion, that  France  is  not  the  only  power  likely  to  take 
umbrage  at  the  alternative  of  your  tariff ; that  Eng- 
land takes  a still  greater  quantity  of  our  raw  mate- 
rial; that  Germany,  Belgium  and  Switzerland  also 
consume  considerable  quantities,  of  our  staples;  that, 
by  a diminution  of  exports  the  United  States  would 
lose  more  than  the  eight  millions  of  dollars  which 
they  hoped  to  gain  for  their  revenue.  We  know, 
however,  that  the  countries  mentioned  must  suffer 
more  by  the  rejection  of  our  products  than  we 
should — that  if  they  could  dispense  with  them  they 
would  do  so — that  if  France  could  substitute  her 
vessels  for  the  American,  it  would  be  done  under 
any  circumstances.  The  Commerce  thinks  that  Eng- 
land will  be  more  injured  by  the  bill  than  France. 
It  believes  that  the  French  government  has  threaten- 
ed immediate  reprisals,  and  it  adverts  to  the  commu- 
nications made  by  the  French  legation  at  Washing- 
ton to  our  secretary  of  the  treasury,  presuming  that 
they  have  been  submitted  to  congress.  Several  of 
the  Paris  journals  suppose  that  the  bill  violates  ex- 
isting treaties  by  which  France  concedes  to  us  the 
entire  benefit  of  freight,  and  complain  that  it  will 
have  a most  inequitable  retroactive  effect,  by  reason 
of  the  early  date  fixed  for  its  execution. 

LAND  OFFICE  EXAMINATION.  The  St.  Louis 
Bulletin  of  September  10,  says:  “Samuel  Davidson 
King,  esq.  has  been  commissioned  by  the  general 
land  office  to  examine  all  offices  of  surveyors  gene- 
ral in  the  United  States,  together  with  the  register’s 
and  receiver’s  office  of  this  place.  His  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  business  details  of  all  these  of- 
fices, acquired  by  upwards  of  twenty  years’  expe- 
rience, eminently  fit  him  for  this  examination.  He 
is  now  in  this  city,  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  ap- 
pointment. 

The  object  is  to  propose  some  better  method  of  i 
protecting  their  invaluable  records  from  the  ravages 
of  fire — to  look  into  the  manner  in  which  all  branches 
of  their  business  are  conducted — to  search  for  re- 
cords not  yet  furnished  the  general  land  office — and  t 
to  suggest  such  alterations  and  improvements,  in  all 
the  business  details  of  said  offices  as  will  ensure  uni- 
formity in  the  official  proceedings  of  each,  and  there- 
by more  fully  advance  the  public  interest. 

This  may  be  hailed  as  another  of  the  highly  bene- 
ficial measures  of  this  administration. 

LOANS.  The  New  York  correspondent  of  the 
Baltimore  Patriot  says:  “I  understand  that  the  go- 
vernment have  declined  to  issue  the  stock  for  the  two 
million  loan  advertised  for,  as  the  offers  (the  highest 
being  at  par  for  a six  per  cent,  stock)  not  being  satis- 
factory. For  the  temporary  purposes  of  the  treasu- 
ry, an  issue  has  been  made  of  $265,000  five  and  a 


half  per  cent,  treasury  notes,  which  remained  in  the 
treasury.  The  state  government  has  also  declined 
the  proposals  for  the  loan  advertised  for,  on  account 
of  the  low  offers.  A small  portion  only  was  offered 
for  at  85  for  a five  per  cent,  stock,  and  the  commis- 
sioners decline  any  lower  terms  than  par  at  six  per 
cent.  A temporary  loan  will  probably  be  made.  3 

IMPORTATIONS.  The  amount  of  bonds  taken 
for  duties  at  the  New  York  custom  house  this  year  to 
the  present  time  is  about  $6,500,000 — the  amount  of 
duty  bonds  taken  for  the  whole  of  last  year  was 
about  $4,500,000 — which  shows  a material  increase 
in  the  imports  of  this  year.  The  excess  is  probably 
as  great  in  goods  paying  cash  duty. 

[JV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

NORTHEASTER  BOUNDARY.  A letter  from 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  dated  Houlton, 
Maine,  September  9,  states  that  the  survey  is  pro- 
gressing and  that  the  governor  general  has  given 
notice  to  the  officers  along  the  lines,  that  every  means 
for  facilitating  the  survey,  shall  be  allowed.  “So 
far,  we  have  met  with  no  difficulty,  and  should  all 
go  on  well,  which,  I have  not  the  least  doubt  will, 
the  survey  will  be  completed  in  November  or  De- 
cember.” 

BORDER  TROUBLES.  The  report  which  was 
circulated  in  some  of  the  public  papers,  that  tho 
powder  which  exploded  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  with 
such  deadly  effect,  was  owned  by,  and  intended  for, 
“the  patriots”  on  the  Canada  frontier,  appears  to  be 
altogether  untrue. 

As  Lett,  the  famous  desperado,  is  once  more  se- 
cured in  the  New  York  state  prison,  we  had  hopes 
that  there  would  be  no  more  occasion  to  dread  the 
occurrence  of  such  deeds  as  he  seemed  bent  upon; 
but  it  seems  Lett  is  not  the  only  desperado  in  that  re- 
gion. 

The  Niagara  (Upper  Canada)  Chronicle,  of  the 
16th,  says  that  another  attempt,  partially  successful, 
to  destroy  one  of  the  locks  in  the  Welland  canal,  at 
Allanburgh,  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  9th  inst. 
Two  kegs  of  powder  were  sunk  in  the  canal,  and 
ignited  by  a fuse.  Only  one  of  the  kegs  exploded, 
and  the  damage  to  the  lock  was  so  trifling  that  it  was 
soon  repaired. 

The  Buffalo  Advertiser  of  the  18th  inst.  has  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph. 

Troubles  in  Canada.  The  British  armed  steam 
ships  Minos  and  Toronto  are  moored  in  the  river,  be- 
tween Navy  Island  and  the  Canadian  shores.  We 
learn  that  last  night  some  persons  unknown,  got  a 
cannon  on  the  island  and  fired  several  times  at  the 
vessels,  with  what  effect  we  are  unable  to  say. 

THE  REJECTED  TREATY.  The  St.  Louis  Re- 
publican contains  the  following  account  of  the  treaty 
concluded  by  gov.  Doty  with  the  Dakotas,  which 
was  not  ratified  by  the  senate  on  the  last  day  of  its 
session. 

The  treaty  was  concluded  by  governor  Doty  with 
the  western  bands  of  the  Dakota  nation,  on  the  31st 
of  July,  at  a place  called  Oeyoowora,  120  miles  west 
of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  for  a district  of  country 
which  is  hereafter  to  compose  an  Indian  territory, 
to  be  occupied  by  the  Indians  now  in  the  eastern  and 
northern  states  and  territories.  The  purchase  em- 
braces the  valley  of  the  Minnesota  river  (St.  Peters) 
and  its  tributaries;  and  there  is  not  a better  tract  of 
land  or  a more  healthy  climate  in  the  west.  The 
country  acquired  as  sufficiently  large  to  accommo- 
date fifty  thousand  settlers,  with  farms  of  one  hundred 
acres  each.  Besides  advantages  are  secured  to  them 
which  never  have  been  granted  heretofore.  Among 
others  is  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  that  the  Indian, 
when  civilized,  may  hold  the  title  to  real  estate,  and 
become  a citizen  of  the  United  States.  Unless  these 
privileges  are  granted  to  the  Indian,  every  effort  which 
is  made  to  civilize  him  but  teaches  him  that  he  is 
one  of  a degraded  race,  without  civil  or  political  pri- 
vileges. 

INDIAN  TREATY.  We  learn  from  the  Galena 
Gazette  that  an  important  Indian  treaty  has  recently 
been  concluded  by  Governor  Doty,  on  the  part  of  tho 
general  government,  and  the  Sioux  Indians.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  purchase  of  all  the  country  south  of  the 
St.  Peter’s  river  and  east  of  a line  due  south  from 
its  source,  containing  about  25,000,000  acres.  The 
Sioux  reserve  some  300,000  or  400,000  acres  upon 
which  they  are  to  settle,  in  different  tracts,  and  on 
which  they  are  to  cultivate  the  soil — the  government 
furnishing  them  with  farmers  to  instruct  them.  On 
this  purchased  land  are  to  be  settled  some  52,000 
or  more  of  the  other  Indians  from  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  all  of  whom  combined  with  the  Sioux, 
are  to  form  an  “Indian  territory.”  The  governor  to 
be  appointed  by  the  general  government  and  they  to 
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select  men  to  a council  to  make  laws  for  their  own 
government. 

Three  forts  are  to  be  established  within  the  dis- 
trict, to  preserve  peace  among  them,  and  to  protect 
them  from  foreign  invasion.  Probably  as  much  of 
the  purchase  as  falls  within  the  state  of  Iowa  will 
be  sold  to  be  settled  by  the  whites;  but  that  portion  of 
it  which  lies  north  of  the  state,  will  be  occupied  as 
above  described. 

The  governor  has  discovered  bituminous  coal  and 
copper  on  the  St.  Peters,  to  which  steamboats  can  as- 
cend, specimens  of  which  are  now  at  Prairie  du 
Chien. 

This  arrangement,  (adds  the  Galena  Gazette),  will 
throw  a large  body  of  Indians  upon  our  immediate 
frontier;  but  the  effort  that  will  be  made  to  civilize 
them,  is  deemed  a sufficient  guarantee  for  their  peace- 
able deportment.  [Balt.  American. 

BEACON  LIGHT.  A notification  from  the  de- 
partment of  state  says,  an  ordinance  has  been  publish- 
ed by  the  administration  of  the  marine  of  Sweeden, 
notifying  mariners  that  the  light  house  at  Winga,  at 
the  entrance  of  Gottenburg,  and  the  beacon  fires 
leading  up  to  the  port,  will  be  lighted  up  for  the  first 
time  on  the  first  of  next  November;  that  the  Winga 
light  will  burn  the  whole  year  round;  but  the  beacon 
fires  which  are  situated  on  Buskaret  and  Botto  will 
burn  only  during  the  dark  season:  that  is,  from  the 
15th  of  August  to  the  15th  of  April  in  each  and  every 
year. 

SUB-TREASURY  ROBBED.  By  a hand  bill 
signed  E.  S.  Prescott,  receiver,  dated  land  office, 
Chicago,  September  13,  1841,  we  learn  that  the  of- 
fice of  ths  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  Chicago  was 
entered  oa  Saturday  or  Sunday  night  the  11th  or  12th 
instant,  the  sub-treasury  safe  opened  by  false  keys, 
and  the  following  amounts  stolen,  viz:  $10,828  in  gold, 
$400  in  silver,  $400  in  treasury  notes,  $100  in  mili- 
tary land  scrip,  and  one  $50  note,  Bank  of  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts.  The  receiver  offers  a re- 
ward of  $1,000  for  the  recovery  of  the  money,  and 
$500  for  the  arrest  of  the  robber.  [ Clev . Herrald. 

EXPEDITION  FOR  LIBERIA.  The  next  ex- 
pedition for  Liberia  will  sail  from  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
on  or  near  the  10th  of  October  next.  This  will  pro- 
bably be  the  last  expedition  sent  out  this  year. 

THE  ARMY. 

General  Scott  was  at  Lewistown  last  week,  and 
superintended  the  mounting  of  the  cannon  on  Fort 
Niagara.  He  reached  the  city  of  New  York  on 
Tuesday. 

Col.  Churchill,  inspecter-general  U.  S.  army,  is 
on  his  way  from  Florida  on  a visit  to  his  family  at 
Burlington,  Vt. 

Capt.  Brewerton,  U.  S.  A.  returned  from  Europe 
in  the  Great  Western,  with  improved  health. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Colonel. 

1  George  Bomford,  in  charge  of  department,  Wash- 
ington. 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 

1  George  Talcott,  inspector  of  armories,  arsenals 
and  depots;  station,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Majors. 

1 H.  K.  Craig,  commanding  Allegheny  arsenal,  at 

present  in  temporary  command  of  armory  at  Har- 
per’s Ferry. 

2 R-  L.  Baker,  commanding  Watervliet  arsenal. 

3 Mann  Page  Lomax,  do.  Watertown  do. 

4 James  W.  Ripley,  do.  Kennebec  do.  and 

inspector  of  ordnance;  at  present  in  temporary 
command  of  armory  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

Captains. 

1 John  Symington,  command’g  Washington  arsenal. 

2 William  H.  Bell,  do.  St.  Louis  do. 

3 Edward  Harding,  do.  Augusta,  Ga.  do. 

4 Alfred  Mordecai,  Washington,  assistant  to  chief 

of  the  department. 

5 Benjamin  Huger,  comd’g  Fort  Monroe  arsenal. 

6 J.  A.  J.  Bradford,  Pilatka,  Florida. 

7 George  D.  Ramsay,  commanding  Frankford,  Pa. 

arsenal. 

8 Wm.  Maynandier,  commanding  Pikesville,  Md. 

arsenal,  and  assistant  inspector  of  ordnance. 

9 Wm.  A.  Thornton,  commanding  N.  York  depot. 
10  John  Williamson,  comd’g  Appalachicola  arsenal. 

First  Lieutenants. 

1 R.  H.  K.Whiteley,  comd’g  Baton  Rouge  arsenal. 

2 George  H.  Talcott,  Augusta,  Ga.  arsenal. 

3 John  F.  Lee,  comd’g  arsenal,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

4 James  M.  Morgan,  Allegheny  arsenal. 


5 L.  A.  B.  Walbach,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  arsenal. 

6 Peter  V.  Hagner,  Fort  Monroe  do. 

Second  Lieutenants. 

1 R.  A.  Wainwright,  Watervliet  arsenal,  N.  Y. 

2 Alex.  B.  Dyer,  under  orders  to  Washington. 

3 A.  H.  Dearborn, West  Point  foundry,  Cold  Spring, 

New  York. 

4 F.  D.  Callender,  Tampa  Bay  depot. 

5 T.  L.  Ringgold,  Washington  arsenal. 

6 C.  P.  Kingsbury,  Watervliet  arsenal. 

Brevet  Second  Lieutenants. 

John  McNutt,  St.  Louis  arsenal. 

Smith  Stansbury,  Fort  Monroe  arsenal. 

Josiah  Gorgas,  Watervliet  arsenal. 

T.  J.  Rodman,  Allegheny  arsenal. 

Medical  Staff.  Assistant  surgeon  S.  R.  Arnold,  or- 
dered to  Fort  Brady,  to  relieve  assistant  surgeon  M. 
Mills,  who  will  proceed  to  Madison  barracks.  As- 
sistant surgeon  J.  H.  Bailey,  to  temporary  duty  in 
New  York  harbor. 

Topographical  Engineers.  Lieut.  Scammon,  mili- 
tary academy. 

1st  artillery.  Lieut.  McDowell,  to  military  acade- 
my. 

2 d artillery.  Lieut.  L.  H.  Allen,  to  military  aca- 
demy. 

3d  artillery.  Major  J.  Erving,  temporarily  assign- 
ed as  superintendent  of  the  recruiting  service  at  N. 
York.  Lieut.  J.  A.  Thomas,  relieved  from  duty  at 
the  military  academy,  having  been  appointed  A.  D. 
C.  to  Brig.  Gen.  Wool.  Lieuts.  W.  Gilham  and  S. 
Van  Vliet,  to  duty  at  the  military  academy. 

4 th  artillery.  Lieut.  F.  N.  Clarke,  to  military  aca- 
demy. 

1st  infantry.  Capt.  W.  Jouett,  relieved  from  com- 
mand of  depot  at  Newport,  Ky.  on  the  1st  Oct. 

2 d infantry.  Capt.  J.  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  Lieut.  E. 
R.  Long,  to  temporary  duty  in  New  York  harbor. 

3d  infantry.  Lieut.  Col.  Vose,  relieved  as  super- 
intendent of  the  recruiting  service  at  New  York,  on 
the  1st  Sept,  and  ordered  to  join  his  regiment  on  the 
1st.  Nov.  Capt.  N.  C.  Macrae  to  command  of  depot 
at  Newport,  Ky.  on  the  1st  Oct. 

7 th  infantry.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Arden,  relieved  from 
duty  at  the  military  academy.  Lieut.  P.  D.  Geisse, 
to  temporary  duty  in  New  York  harbor. 

8th  infantry.  Capt.  G.  Wright,  to  temporary  duty 
in  New  York  harbor.  [Army  fy  Navy  Chronicle. 

N orthern  Frontier.  A correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Commercial  Advertiser  writes  from  Rome,  N. 
Y.  18th  Sept.  “Our  peaceful  and  quiet  village  was 
to-day  animated  and  excited  too,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
company  of  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Brooks  of  the  2d  regt.  artillery.  They  are  stationed 
at  the  United  States  arsenal,  in  our  village.  In  the 
present  feverish  state  of  the  public  mind  and  the  ex- 
citements on  the  frontier,  such  a measure  of  precau- 
tion is  well  timed.  There  is  in  the  arsenal  here  a 
large  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and  cannon,  that 
would  be  of  very  great  use  to  the  “patriots”  could 
they  be  obtained.  There  have  been  no  troops  sta- 
tioned here  for  some  time  past — and  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended — though  the  commanding  officer  at 
the  arsenal,  capt.  Abeel,  a very  vigilant  and  faithful 
officer,  would  have  given  a good  account  of  himself, 
if  any  attempt  had  been  made  here. 

17. — Brigadier  General  Wool  arrived  this  morning, 
and  gave  directions  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
troops,  and  returned  in  the  down  train  of  cars.  The 
guard  at  Whitesboro,  patrolling  the  streets  every 
night,  and  the  arrival  of  these  troops,  are  producing 
much  excitement  in  the  public  mind.  Our  court  is 
now  in  session  at  Whitesboro,  and  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  county  being  present,  inquiries  are  mak- 
ing as  to  all  this  array;  and  I think  that  an  impression 
is  deepening  in  the  public  mind  that  it  is  high  time  to 
take  a decided  stand  against  these  movements  of  the 
patriots  and  Canadian  refugees,  which  are  likely  to 
lead  to  the  most  alarming  results. 

The  article  in  the  Evening  Journal  in  relation  to 
the  miscreant  Lett  has  astonished  every  body.  That 
the  leading  paper  at  Albany  should  throw  in  a palia- 
tion  for  the  outrages  committed  by  this  fellow  is 
truly  a matter  of  wonder;  and  it  is  passing  strange 
that  he  has  thus  long  been  permitted  to  roam  at  large, 
when  it  is  confidently  believed  that  a suitable  reward 
would,  months  ago,  have  caused  his  arrest. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  Florida.  “In 
my  last  hurried  note  to  you  I mentioned  having  wit- 
nessed a scene  here  a few  days  before,  which,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  put  the  famed  story  of  Damon  and 
Pythias  quite  in  the  shade.  I will  now  give  you 
some  of  the  particulars. 

A party  of  Indians  was  recently  discovered  by 
some  of  our  troops,  who  succeeded  in  capturing  three 
of  their  warriors;  the  rest  of  the  party,  consisting  of 
three  men,  and  women  and  children,  numbering  in 
all  about  twenty,  fled.  The  captives  were  brought 
to  this  place,  where  they  were  interrogated  by  the 


colonel,  (Colonel  Worth),  during  which  it  was  dis- 
covered that  two  of  them  had  been  concerned  in  kill- 
ing and  burning  a mail  rider  some  time  in  March 
last.  They  were  told  that,  for  this  cruel  act  of 
theirs,  they  would  be  hung  in  fifteen  days,  unless 
within  that  time  the  rest  of  their  people  should  come 
in.  They  were  then  placed  in  chains,  and  were  per- 
mitted to  send  out  the  third  man  of  their  party,  with 
a talk,  to  bring  in  the  rest  of  their  people,  while  they 
were  committed  to  the  guard.  The  man  thus  sent 
out  returned  in  five  days,  bringing  with  him  a war- 
rior by  the  name  of  Holate  Fixico  and  some  women 
and  children,  among  whom  were  the  mother  and  sis- 
ter of  one  of  the  prisoners,  whose  name  is  Talof 
Hadjo.  The  scene  which  followed  may  be  drama- 
tized thus: 

Scene,  an  open  court  in  front  of  the  commanding 
officer’s  quarters — Indians  are  discovered  seated  un- 
der the  trees,  among  them  Holate  Fixico,  (Pythias), 
on  the  grass,  in  the  Indian  posture — Talof  Hadjo, 
(Damon),  in  chains,  on  a bench,  his  head  resting 
against  the  trunk  of  a tree,  looking  towards  the  hea- 
vens, with  a countenance  indicative  of  resignation — 
his  mother  and  sister  lying  upon  the  grass  at  his  feet, 
the  mother  weeping  at  the  fate  which  awaits  her 
son — the  colonel  and  other  officers  are  discovered  at 
a distance  from  the  group  of  Indians. 

Colonel  to  Holate  Fixico. — Where  are  the  rest  of 
the  people  sent  for? 

Holate. — They  have  separated  and  cannot  be 
found.  Your  troops  have  scattered  them,  and  they 
have  taken  different  paths. 

Colonel. — Know  you  not  that,  unless  they  are 
brought  in,  these  men  (pointing  to  the  prisoners) 
will  be  hung?  (A  pause.  The  Indians  disconsolate, 
but  apparently  resigned.)  If  I send  you  out  for  the 
people,  will  you  bring  them  in,  in  time  to  save  their 
lives? 

Holate. — They  have  gone  off,  and  I know  not 
where  to  look  for  them.  Like  the  frightened  deer, 
they  have  fled  at  the  presence  of  your  troops. 

Colonel. — Indian  can  find  Indian.  If  they  are  not 
here  in  ten  days,  these  men  will  surely  die. 

Holate. — The  tract  of  the  Indian  is  covered;  his 
path  is  hidden;  and  cannot  be  found  in  ten  suns. 

Colonel  to  Talof. — Have  you  a wife? 

Talof. — My  wife  and  child  are  with  the  people.  I 
wish  them  here,  that  I may  take  leave  of  them  be- 
fore I die. 

Colonel. — Do  you  love  your  wife  and  child? 

Talof. — The  dog  is  fond  of  its  kind;  and  I love  my 
own  blood. 

Colonel. — Could  you  find  the  people  that  are  out? 

Talof. — They  are  scattered,  and  may  not  be  found. 

Colonel. — Do  you  desire  your  freedom? 

Talof. — I see  the  people  going  to  and  fro,  and  wish 
to  be  with  him.  I am  tired  of  my  chains. 

Colonel. — If  I release  you,  will  you  bring  in  the 
people  within  the  time  fixed? 

Talof. — You  will  not  trust  me.  Yet  I would  try. 

Colonel. — If  Holate  Fixico  will  consent  to  take 
your  chains  and  be  hung  in  your  place  if  you  should 
not  return,  you  may  go.  (A  long  pause.  Talof  con- 
tinues throughout  the  scene  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
heavens — his  mother  and  sister  now  cast  imploring 
looks  towards  Holate,  who,  during  the  last  few  ques- 
tions, has  struggled  to  maintain  his  composure,  evinc- 
ing, by  the  heaving  of  his  breast  and  his  gaspings,  as 
though  the  rope  were  already  about  his  neck,  that  he 
is  ill  at  ease — all  eyes  are  turned  towards  him — he 
recovers,  and,  with  the  utmost  composure  and  firm- 
ness, replies — ) 

Holate. — I have  no  wife,  or  child,  or  mother.  It 
is  more  fit  that  he  should  live  than  I.  I consent  to 
take  his  chains,  and  abide  his  fate.  Let  him  go. 

Colonel. — Be  it  so.  But  do  not  deceive  your- 
selves. So  sure  as  Talof  Hadjo  brings  not  in  the 
people  within  ten  days  Holate  dies  the  death  of  a dog. 

With  the  utmost  solemnity  the  two  Indians  were 
then  marched  to  the  armory,  where  the  chains  were 
transferred,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  Talof  was 
on  his  journey.  Yesterday  a messenger  arrived 
bringing  intelligence  that  Talo  Hadjo  was  on  his 
way  in,  with  his  people,  and  might  be  expected  here 
to-morrow  or  next  day. 

There  is  more  truth  than  poetry  in  the  foregoing. 
And  what  makes  it  more  remarkable,  when  compar- 
ed with  the  story  of  Damon  and  Pythias,  is,  that  in 
the  one  case  a strong  and  devoted  friendship  existed 
between  the  parties,  while  in  the  other  there  appears 
no  such  feeling,  but  the  sacrifice  offered  by  Holate 
arose  from  a purely  noble  and  disinterested  motive; 
a desire  to  save  the  life  of  one  whom  he  considered 
of  more  consequence  than  himself.  Pythias  placed 
the  utmost  faith  in  the  promise  of  his  friend  to  re- 
turn at  the  appointed  time.  The  noble  Holate  had 
no  such  assurance  given  him.  On  the  contrary,,  he 
well  knew  it  was  barely  probable  that  Talof  would 
return  with  his  people  in  time  to  save  his  life.” 

[Nat.  Intel. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  25,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


57 


THE  NAVY. 

Marine  Corps.  Mathew  R.  Kintzing,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  be  a second  lieutenant,  from  8th  Septem- 
ber, 1841. 

The  following  appointments  were  confirmed  at  a 
late  hour  on  the  last  night  of  the  session. 

To  be  pursers  from  the  13th  September , 1841. 

1.  Andrew  D.  Crosby,  of  Louisiana. 

2.  James  S.  Thatcher,  of  Maine. 

3.  Lewis  Warrington,  jr.  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  Frederick  Stevens,  of  South  Carolina. 

5.  Robert  S.  Moore,  of  North  Carolina. 

6.  George  H.  White,  of  Pennsylvania. 

7.  Henry  M.  Heiskell,  of  Pennsylvania. 

8.  William  A.  Ceristion,  of  Alabama. 

9.  Littleton  Tazewell  Waller,  of  Virginia. 

[Army  if  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  of  the  18th  September,  says, 
The  U.  States  frigate  Macedonian,  Commodore  Wil- 
kinson, and  sloop  of  war  Warren,  commander  Jame- 
son, came  up  this  forenoon  from  Hampton  Roads  to 
the  anchorage  abreast  of  the  naval  hospital,  where 
they  have  anchored.  As  the  Macedonian  approach-  | 
ed  the  Pennsylvania,  Com.  Shubrick’s  flag  ship,  the 
latter  fired  a salute  and  run  up  the  red  in  place  of 
the  blue  pendant,  Commodore  Wilkinson  being  the 
senior.  The  Macedonian  then  passed  the  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  gracefully  rounding  to  under  her  stern,  re- 
turned the  Pennsylvania’s  salute.  At  a later  hour,  ; 
the  Macedonian  run  up  the  French  ensign  to  the  fore, 
and  fired  a salute,  which  was  promptly  returned  by 
the  French  admiral  with  the  American  ensign  at  the 
fore. 

There  are  now  seven  ships  of  war  anchored  in  a 
line  extending  about  a mile  down  the  river  from  the 
Hospital  point,  and  they  present  quite  a formidable  j 
appearance,  such  indeed,  as  was  never  before  seen  j 
in  our  harbor. 

First  rides  the  French  corvette  Bison,  Captain 
Aguillecourt,  of  20  guns;  2d,  the  U.  States  corvette  | 
Cyane,  Commander  Stribling,  of  20  guns;  3d,  the 
Macedonian,  Commodore  Wilkinson,  a warm  44;  4th,  I 
the  majestic  Pennsylvania,  Com.  Shubrick,  a mam-  ! 
moth  three  decker  of  120  guns;  5th,  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war  Warren,  Commander  Jameson,  20  guns;  6th, 
the  French  frigate  Armide,  Captain  Louvet,  flag  ship 
of  Admiral  Arnous,  of  36  guns;  7th  and  lastly,  the 
French  corvette  L’Aurier,  Captain  Gamier,  of  16 
guns.  Total  276  guns. 

Our  harbor  below  the  town  exhibits  a rare  and 
picturesque  appearance  from  Town  Point;  the  men 
of  war  with  their  towering  masts  fill  the  foreground, 
tapering  off  with  more  than  a hundred  smaller  craft 
beyond  them,  (windbound),  anchored  on  either  side 
of  the  channel,  as  low  as  the  bite  of  Crancy  Island, 
filling  a space  of  three  miles  in  extent. 

The  French  frigate  La  Belle  Poule,  under  the 
command  of  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  with  the  French 
brig  of  war  La  Cassard,  arrived  at  New  York  on 
the  19th  inst.  in  4 days  from  Halifax. 

Our  navy.  The  favorable  mention  of  our  navy, 
its  officers  and  men, by  Lady  Blessington,  will  be  here 
read  with  pride  and  pleasure  by  many  who  have  not 
read  her  “Idler  in  Italy:” 

“An  American  fleet  has  arrived  in  the  bay,  [of  Na- 
ples], and  we  went  yesterday  on  board  to  see  the 
ship  of  the  commodore,  Crichton,  [Creighton]?  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  good  order  and  cleanliness  of 
the  vessel,  nor  the  elegance  of  the  cabin  of  the  com- 
modore. The  sailors  are  fine-looking  men,  and  the 
commodore  and  his  officers  are  exceedingly  gentle- 
manly, well-informed  and  intelligent.  We  were  re- 
ceived with  great  politeness;  refreshments  were  serv- 
ed in  the  cabin,  and  the  band,  a very  good  one,  play- 
ed several  national  airs.  It  was  very  gratifying  to 
witness  the  rapid  march  of  intellect  evinced  by  all 
that  we  beheld  on  board  the  American  ship;  and  pre- 
judiced and  unjust,  indeed,  must  those  be  who,  after 
seeing  its  details  and  ensentblc,  could  deny  that  our 
transatlantic  brethren  have  made  a wonderful  pro- 
gress as  a nation.  A Mr.  Livingston,  a passenger  in 
the  commodore’s  ship,  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  an 
American,  being  well-bred  and  thoroughly  well-in- 
formed.” 

This  candid,  liberal  writer  says,  in  another  place: 

“Commodore  Crichton  and  four  or  five  of  his  offi- 
cers dined  with  us  yesterday;  they  are  sensible  and 
agreeable  men.  One,  a Captain  Deacon,  has  his  son 
on  board,  a very  fine  and  interesting  child,  eight  or 
ten  years  of  age.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  the  kindness 
and  gentleness  displayed  towards  this  boy  by  the 
messmates  of  his  father.  It  was  almost  feminine. 
But  there  is,  I think,  a peculiar  benevolence  in  the 
breasts  of  sailors,  that  disposes  them  to  protect  the 
less  strong.  There  is  a great  gravity  in  these  Ame- 
rican seamen,  yet  it  is  wholly  distinct  from  dullness, 
and  seems  to  be  the  fruit  of  reflection.  It  sits  well 
on  them — better,  in  my  opinion,  than  gaiety  would. 


It  was  gratifying  to  me  to  hear  the  regret  expressed 
by  the  Americans  for  Byron.  He  would  have  been 
pleased  at  this  homage,  rendered  to  him  by  the  indi- 
viduals of  a nation  he  respected;  for  he  was  keenly 
sensible  to  kindness,  and  had  experienced  too  little 
of  it  from  his  compatriots  not  to  appreciate  it  from 
others.” 

The  United  States  ships  Boston,  Long  and  Con- 
stellation, Kearney,  for  China,  were  in  Saldalian- 
na  bay,  C.  G.  H.  29th  July. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Decatur  arrived 
at  Montevideo  previous  to  the  27th  July,  in  14  days 
from  Rio  Janeiro. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


BUSINESS  AND  PRODUCTS  OF  THE  UPPER  LAKE  COUNTRY. 

A gentleman  who  has  for  a great  number  of  years 
been  largely  engaged  in  the  forwarding  business  on  the 
canal  and  lakes,  had  occasion  a short  time  since  to  go 
to  Chicago.  On  the  steamboat  he  fell  in  with  a Chi- 
cago man,  who  appeared  by  no  means  inclined  to 
disparage  the  business  and  prospects  of  his  town. — 
Among  other  things,  he  said  that  between  the  close 
of  navigation  this  season,  and  its  opening  next  spring, 
no  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
would  be  received  and  stored  at  Chicago  alone.  This 
seemed  so  incredible  that  it  was  received  with  a 
strong  expression  of  disbelief,  and  the  conversation 
at  last  ended  in  the  making  a bet  of  $500  that  the 
Chicago  man’s  statement  would  not  prove  true.  On 
arriving  at  that  port,  our  forwarding  friend  mention- 
ed the  matter  to  his  agents  and  correspondents  there; 
who  assured  him  that,  according  to  their  best  infor- 
mation, the  amount  of  wheat  in  store  at  Chicago 
next  spring,  would  not  fall  short  of  four  hundred 
thousand  bushels;  and  the  upshot  of  the  matter  was, 
he  backed  straight  out  of  his  bet. 

We  learn  that  wheat  is  brought  into  Chicago  from 
a distance  of  150  miles,  and  the  procession  of  teams 
as  they  come  in,  to  an  eastern  man,  is  a very  novel 
and  interesting  sight.  The  freight  is  carried  in  large 
wagons,  called  “Prairie  schooners.”  Each  caravan — 
for,  from  the  various  sections  of  country,  they  go  in 
numbers  sufficiently  large  to  entitle  them  to  that  ap- 
pellation— has  its  captain. 

They  camp  out  nights,  and  each  man  carries  food 
for  himself  and  team,  so  that  a fortnight’s  journey  is 
made  at  little  or  no  expense,  save  that  of  time.  On 
arriving  at  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  the  captain  goes 
in  with  a sample  of  his  grain.  A bargain  is  made 
for  the  whole  brought  by  the  caravan,  and  the  next 
day,  with  the  money  in  his  pockets,  or  in  goods  for 
his  family,  each  countryman  is  wending  his  way 
homeward. 

At  Michigan  city  and  other  principal  towns  on  Lake 
Michigan,  the  same  scene  is  daily  exhibited.  An  im- 
mense amount  of  surplus  produce  is  already  accumu- 
lated at  ports  on  that  lake,  but  not  a bushel,  compa- 
ratively, will  reach  the  eastern  market  this  season. 
The  price  of  flour  there  will  be  ruled  by  the  supply 
furnished  by  the  eastern  states  and  Ohio.  Are  not 
the  eastern  people  deeply  interested  in  so  improving 
the  harbors  of  Lake  Michigan,  that  the  products  of 
the  upper  lake  country  shall  not,  as  now,  be  necessa- 
rily kept  back  from  market.  f Buffalo  Com.  Adv. 

MAINE. 

The  General  Election.  We  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived full  returns — Fairfield  (V.  B.)  has  in  351 
towns  45,673  and  Kent  (W.)  35,725  votes — scatter- 
ing 1,800  to  2,000.  The  legislature  will  have  a large 
Van  Buren  majority. 

Amendments  of  the  Constitution.  Several 
amendments  to  the  constitution  were  submitted  to 
the  decision  of  the  people  of  the  state  at  the  late 
election,  and  all  of  them  were  adopted. 

By  one  of  these  amendments  biennial  sessions  of 
the  legislature,  and  biennial  appointments  of  state 
officers  arc  in  future  to  take  place.  Another  limits 
the  number  of  representatives  to  151. 

CONNECTICUT. 

“Tyler  Convention.”  The  Hartford  Patriot  says 
it  is  proposed  to  hold  a mass  convention  in  Connecti- 
cut, composed  of  the  friends  and  supporters  of  John 
Tyler  and  his  administration,  some  time  in  the  month 
of  October  or  November. 

History.  No.  133  of  Harper’s  Family  Library, 
just  published,  is  a history  of  Connecticut  from  its 
first  settlement  to  the  present  time,  by  Theodore 
Dwight,  jr. 

NEW  YORK. 

Whig  State  Convention.  To  the  Whig  Electors 
of  the  Slate  of  New  York.  An  eventful  crisis  has  oc- 
curred in  our  political  affars.  The  individual  elect- 


ed to  the  second  office  in  the  general  government, 
by  the  votes  of  the  democratic  whig  party,  and  by  an 
inscrutable  dispensation  of  Providence  called  to  fill 
the  place  for  which  the  lamented  Harrison  was  de- 
signed, is  declared  by  the  representatives  in  congress 
of  our  party,  to  have  forfeited  their  confidence,  and 
to  have  “voluntarily  separated  himself  from  those  by 
whose  exertions  and  suffrages  he  was  elevated  to  that 
office  through  which  he  has  reached  his  present  ex- 
alted station.”  He  is  represented  to  have  withdrawn 
his  confidence  from  his  real  friends  in  congress,  and 
from  the  members  of  the  cabinet  selected  by  his  pre- 
decessor, approved  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  de- 
anocratic  whigs  of  the  union,  and  invited  by  him  to 
continue  his  chosen  counsellors;  and  to  have  trusted 
and  been  guided  by  those  who  have  been  distinguish- 
ed by  a faithless  opposition  to  every  measure  for  which 
we  have  so  long  contended,  and  which  have  received 
his  own  sanction. 

We  are  informed  from  the  same  source  that  he 
has  capriciously  exercised  that  last  remnant  of  king- 
ly power  left  in  our  constitution,  the  executive  veto, 
against  the  undoubted  expressions  of  public  opinion 
through  the  legislative  body,  and  in  violation  of  his 
own  previous  assurances.  And  we  now  learn  that 
what  may  be  deemed  the  first  step  of  conciliation 
towards  his  and  our  political  antagonists  has  been 
taken  by  the  appointment  to  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant posts  in  the  treasury  department,  of  a de- 
cided adherent  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  who,  for  that 
cause  only,  had  but  just  been  removed  from  the  same 
post. 

Although  much  has  been  accomplished  by  our  in- 
defatigable, zealous  and  patriotic  members  of  con- 
gress, by  the  passage  of  laws  demanded  equally  by 
the  necessities  and  the  will  of  the  country,  and  an 
indication  has  thus  been  given,  of  what  an  adminis- 
tration of  the  government  conducted  upon  whig  prin- 
ciples may  accomplish,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  disguised, 
that,  under  the  circumstances  already  stated,  we 
cannot  expect  that  cordial  co-operation  between  the 
legislative  and  executive  departments,  which  is  so 
essential  to  the  successful  discharge  of  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  them. 

In  this  emergency,  the  spirit  of  our 'institutions 
provides  a means  of  relief,  by  an  appeal  to  the  pub- 
lic sentiment.  The  great  and  glorious  party  which 
was  composed  of  so  large  a majority  of  the  citizens 
of  the  union  at  the  last  contest,  has  important  and 
patriotic  objects  yet  to  accomplish.  Its  principles 
are  identical  with  those  of  the  fathers  of  the  republic, 
and  are,  as  we  religiously  believe,  essential  to  the 
continuance  of  our  free  government,  and  to  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  the  people.  Temporary  dis- 
appointment and  transient  misfortune  can  neither 
subdue  nor  dispirit  such  a party.  But  to  enable  it  to 
j rally  upon  its  principles,  there  must  be  unity  of  ob- 
' ject  and  concert  of  action.  These  can  be  secured  only 
! by  a full,  free  and  dispassionate  interchange  of  opi- 
nion among  its  members,  and  the  determination  vigo- 
rously and  unitedly  to  carry  out  and  fully  sustain  the 
1 will  of  the  party.  Representatives  fresh  from  the 
people,  will  be  able  to  communicate  and  concentrate 
public  opinion,  and  thus  furnish  the  landmarks  and 
guides  for  future  action. 

For  this  purpose,  the  central  executive  state  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  last  whig  state  convention, 
with  the  advice  of  many  distinguished  political  friends, 
invite  the  several  counties  of  this  state  to  appoint  as 
many  delegates  as  they  are  entitled  to  members  in 
the  house  of  assembly,  to  represent  them  in  a state 
convention  to  be  held  at  Syracuse  on  Wednesday, 
the  6th  day  of  October  next,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  to 
deliberate  on  the  condition  of  our  public  affairs,  and 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  whig  party — to  give 
success  to  its  principles  and  objects; — and  to  prevent 
a return  to  power  of  those  from  whom  the  whole 
country,  and  this  state  in  particular,  have  suffered  so 
much  and  so  long. 

LEWIS  BENEDICT, 

JOHN  TOWNSEND, 

SAMUEL  STEVENS, 

J.  L.  SCHOOLCRAFT, 

JAMES  HORNER, 

ROBERT  THOMPSON, 

’ SANFORD  COBB, 

State  Central  Committee. 

Albany,  September  17,  1841. 

Governor  Seward  has  offered  a reward  of  $250 
for  information  which  will  result  in  the  conviction  of 
any  individual  engaged  in  stealing  the  two  field  pieces 
from  Cayuga  county,  or  the  gunpowder  from  Lock- 
port. 

New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road.  We  learn  from 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  that  there  are 
at  this  time  about  three  thousand  men  at  work  on 
the  line  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road.  The 
disbursements  of  the  company  for  labor  are  now  be- 
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tween  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
month.  Of  that  portion  of  the  road  which  has  just 
been  finished  and  brought  into  operation,  the  account 
goes  on  to  say — 

The  track  is  six  feet  wide;— the  ordinary  width  be- 
ing about  four  feet  eight  inches.  It  is  made  also  in 
the  most  substantial  manner.  The  iron  rails  are  of 
enormous  size,  weighing  about  fifty-six  pounds  to  the 
yard,  and  are  laid  upon  a continuous  bearing  of  sound 
sills  !_eight  by  twelve  inches  square.  It  is  calculat- 
ed for  the  transportation  of  every  kind  of  heavy 
freight,  such  as  lumber,  coal,  iron,  wheat,  flour,  live 
stock,  merchandise,  and,  indeed  every  thing  that  goes 
to  market — all  to  be  carried  in  trains  laden  with 
three  hundred  tons  and  upward.  It  is  also  calculat- 
ed to  transport  passengers  and  the  mails,  at  the  high- 
est rates  of  speed. 

The  passenger  cars  which  pass  here  are  of  the 
most  elegant  description.  They  are  about  three  feet 
wider,  I think,  than  cars  are  usually  built;  and  they 
are  high  enough  to  permit  the  tallest  man  to  stand 
upright  and  walk  about.  They  appear  to  be,  in 
every  way,  commodious.  I perceive  also  that  the 
company  has  had  the  good  taste  to  add  to  them  many 
valuable  little  conveniences,  such  as  retiring  rooms 
for  the  ladies,  sofas  for  the  weary  or  indisposed,  &c. 
&c.  which  are  too  often  neglected  on  other  rail  roads. 
It  is  contemplated  to  make  the  cars  which  are  to  go 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  line,  still  more  com- 
modious than  those  which  are  made  to  run  between 
the  river  and  Goshen,  only  by  day-light. 

The  locomotives  are  what  are  called  eight  wheel 
cars,  four  driving  wheels,  of  prodigious  power, 
weighing,  I think,  about  fifteen  tons  each. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  number  of  volunteers  in  Pennsylvania,  now  in 
uniform,  is  said  to  be  33,791. 

Extra  Congressional  Election.  The  lion.  John 
Sergeant,  of  Philadelphia,  has  resigned  his  seat  in 
congress.  The  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  will  take 
place  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October.  The  whigs 
have  nominated  William  B.  Reed,  esq.  as  their  can- 
didate. 

The  hon.  John  Sergeant.  This  distinguished 
citizen,  we  regret  to  learn,  has  resigned  his  seat  in 
congress.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette,  of  the 
20th,  thus  announces  the  fact: 

The  hon.  John  Sergeant  has  resigned  his  place  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Without  inquiring  the  motives  of  such  an  act, 
which  are,  of  course,  sufficient,  we  may  be  allowed 
to  express  our  regret,  and  that  of  the  citizens  gene- 
rally, that  one  so  eminently  able  to  do  honor  to  the 
legislature  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  people  whom  he 
represents,  by  his  talents,  his  virtue,  and  his  patriot- 
ism, should  withdraw  from  active  service. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  always  great  in  congress,  always 
commanding,  by  his  talents,  and  his  known  purity  of 
motive,  has  been  enabled,  by  the  new  position  of  the 
whig  party,  to  distinguish  himself  during  the  extra 
session  just  now  closed;  and  has  won  the  applause  of 
men  of  both  parties  by  his  devotion  to  business,  by 
the  zeal  which  he  manifested  for  the  cause  he  under- 
took, and  by  the  distinguished  talent  with  which  he 
advocated  the  leading  measures  of  the  session.  He 
leaves  the  councils  of  the  nation  in  the  midst  of  his 
own  usefulness,  when  he  was  gathering  that  ap- 
plause which  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  every  patriot 
heart.  The  happiness  and  the  honor  of  having  done 
his  duty  faithfully  and  fully  in  every  position  he  has 
occupied,  are  reserved  for  John  Sergeant,  whether  he 
continue  private,  or  is  again  forced  into  public  life. 
May  that  happiness  and  that  honor  be  long,  very 
long,  enjoyed  by  one  so  much  respected. 

MARYLAND. 

State  Senate.  Benj.  C.  Howard , esq.  who  at  the 
last  session,  represented  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  the 
senate  of  Maryland,  being  about  to  remove  to  Anne 
Arundel  county,  recently  resigned  that  station  with 
a view  that  the  vacancy  might  be  filled  at  the  ensu- 
ing annual  election,  which  takes  place  on  the  6th 
October.  A warrent  for  a new  election  has  been 
issued  by  the  president  of  the  senate.  Mr.  Howard’s 
resignation  will  be  a loss  to  the  state.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  and  quite  a business  man. 

William  Frick,  esq.  has  been  nominated  by  the 
Van  Buren  convention,  as  their  candidate  for  sena- 
tor, in  the  place  of  Benj.  C.  Howard,  resigned. 

Slave-holders  Convention.  At  an  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  slave-holders  of  Anne  Arundel  coun- 
ty, held  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  inst.  the  chairman 
of  the  last  meeting  called  the  meeting  to  order — 
when  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 


Resolved,  That  a convention  shall  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  of  the  persons  favorable  to  the 
protection  of  the  slave-holding  interests  in  the  state, 
upon  the  1st  Monday  of  January  next. 

Resolved,  That  a delegation  of  twenty  be  appoint- 
ed by  each  county  in  the  state,  and  from  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  Frederick  and  Baltimore,  and  twenty 
from  Howard  District,  to  attend  said  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  meeting  be 
considered  the  chairman  to  represent  the  meeting 
from  Howard  District. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published  in 
the  Howard  Free  Press,  with  a request  to  all  papers 
in  the  state  to  copy. 

GEO.  HOWARD,  chairman. 

Wm.  H.  Marriott,  secretary. 

GEORGIA. 

Freshet.  The  Augusta  Chronicle  and  Sentinel 
of  the  11th  instant  says — “Our  citizens  were  quite 
astonished  yesterday  morning  to  learn  that  our  river, 
which  was  the  evening  previous  quite  low,  had  during 
the  night  risen  twenty  feet,  as  no  one  had  anticipat- 
ed such  a sudden  rise  from  the  recent  rains.  It  con- 
tinued to  rise  during  the  day  yesterday,  and  was  ris- 
ing slowly  at  nightfall.  Fears  are  however  enter- 
tained that  much  damage  has  been  done  to  the  crops 
both  above  and  below  the  city.” 

Greensborough  dates  of  the  16th  says  that  section 
of  Georgia  is  inundated  with  water,  and  great  damage 
to  the  crops  will  of  course  be  the  consequence. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — The  Mob.  The  committee  of  public 
safety,  appointed  on  Sunday  last,  have  announced 
that  uthe  peace  of  the  city  is  entirely  restored .”  They 
acknowledge  the  prompt  aid  received  from  the  go- 
vernor, the  military,  the  citizens  and  the  public  of- 
ficers— deplore  the  exaggerated  rumors  afloat,  and 
particularly  in  reference  to  personal  violence  upon 
colored  females,  which  they  say  upon  inquiry,  they 
“are  inclined  to  think  are  in  a great  measure  with- 
out foundation.”  They  have  disposed  of  “the  co- 
lored persons  who  had  been  placed  in  the  county 
jail,”  as  follows — 33  discharged  on  certificates  of  na- 
tivity— 110  discharged  upon  filing  bond  under  the  act 
of  1807,  or  placed  in  the  hands  of  respectable  sure- 
ties for  that  purpose — 28  discharged  as  non-resident 
under  pledge  to  return  to  their  homes — 26  were 
discharged  by  an  associate  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas — about  73  remain  for  further  disposition. 
Besides  these  a number  of  children  were  discharged. 

[Cincinnati  Gaz.  September  11. 

MISSOURI. 

Licence  Laws.  John  Church  and  Aaron  Manning 
were  tried  and  convicted  at  the  late  term  of  the  cri- 
minal court  of  St.  Louis,  on  an  indictment  for  trad- 
ing as  exchange  and  money  brokers,  without  licence. 
The  fine  is  $2,000  each. 

FLORIDA. 

Later  news  has  been  received  at  Savannah  from 
Florida,  every  thing  promising  a speedy  termination 
to  the  war.  The  Indians  continue  to  come  in,  and 
the  few  still  at  large  cannot  long  remain  unsubdued. 
Scouting  parties  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Holmes 
from  Micanopy,  Capt.  Smith  and  Lieut.  Lovell  from 
Fort  Russell  and  Lieut.  Whiting  from  Fort  Wheelock, 
were  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  who  committed  the 
late  murders  around  Micanopy — so  far  without  suc- 
cess. 

Under  date  of  September  9th,  Colonel  Worth  re- 
ports to  the  adjutant  general  that  the  expected  con- 
ference with  Tigertail  and  his  brother  had  taken  place, 
and  that  every  thing  had  been  arranged  in  a satisfac- 
tory manner.  These  chiefs  were  to  collect  their 
people  at  a designated  point  between  the  Hillsborough 
and  Withlacoochee,  whence  they  would  go  to  Tam- 
pa in  a body.  They  expressed  a desire  to  depart  for 
their  new  homes  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  colonel  was  to  leave  Tampa  on  the  following 
day,  to  meet  Hospitalcee’s  people  on  the  Coolasawhat- 
chie,  agreeably  to  the  arrangement  made  with  that 
chief.  [JVat.  Intel. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  VETO. 


MR.  RIVES’  SECOND  SPEECH, 

IN  REJOINDER  TO  MR.  CLAT,  ON  THE  VETO  MESSAGE. 

In  senate  United  States,  Avgust  19,  1841. 

Mr.  Clay  having  concluded  his  second  speech  on 
the  veto  message — 

Mr.  Rives  rose  and  said  he  must  be  permitted  to 
express  his  surprise  at  the  extraordinary  exhibition 
of  vehemence  we  had  just  witnessed  from  the  hono- 
rable senator  from  Kentucky.  He  was  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  conjecture  what  there  was  in  any  thing  he  had 


said  to  provoke  so  towering  an  outbreak  of  wrath 
and  eloquence.  In  the  remarks  he  had  made  in  re- 
ply to  the  honorable  senator,  he  had  limited  himself 
strictly  to  a defence  of  a high  public  functionary, 
who  had  felt  himself  called  on  by  the  most  solemn 
of  all  obligations  to  exert  a great  conservative  power 
placed  in  his  hands  by  the  constitution  of  his  country, 
against  animadversions  and  reproaches  which  he  be- 
lieved in  his  conscience  were  altogether  unmerited. 
It  was  an  act  of  justice  which  I should  have  despised 
myself  (said  Mr.  R.)  if  I could  have  set  still  in  my 
seat,  with  the  materials  of  justification  so  abundant- 
ly existing  in  my  own  knowledge,  and  have  withheld 
from  the  humblest  of  my  fellow  citizens,  when  thus 
assailed. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  may  have  jealousies 
and  suspicions  in  his  mind  as  to  my  course  here;  but, 
if  he  has,  permit  me  to  say  to  him  he  does  me  great 
injustice.  I concur,  with  all  cheerfulness,  in  the 
self-approving  sentiments  he  has  pronounced,  with 
so  much  emphasis,  in  regard  to  his  own  high  charac- 
ter for  courage  and  patriotism.  I am  the  last  person, 
let  him  be  assured,  that  would  impugn,  in  any  man- 
ner, his  just  claims  upon  the  consideration  and  re- 
spect of  his  country.  But,  while  I admire,  and  ren- 
der the  homage  due  to  his  courage  and  patriotism, 
as  well  as  his  distinguished  talents,  he  will  excuse 
me  for  saying  I cannot  agree  to  take  my  lessons  in 
political  ethics  from  one  who,  invoking  the  name  of 
Deity  and  pointing  to  Heaven,  boldly  intimates  that 
he  would  win  his  way  even  to  that  holy  place  by  a 
violation  of  the  constitution  he  had  sworn  to  support, 
and  who  holds  it  up  as  the  highest  act  of  public  vir- 
tue to  trample  under  foot  that  sacred  instrument 
when  it  may  be  supposed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  some 
pecuniary  interests  of  the  country! 

The  senator  shakes  his  head.  But,  sir,  is  this  not 
a fair  and  unexaggerated  statement  of  the  case?  The 
bill  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky  would  have 
had  the  president  to  sign,  his  convictions  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  is  one  which  the  president 
most  deliberately  believes  is  a violation  of  that  con- 
stitution which,  when  entering  upon  his  office,  he 
took  a solemn  oath  to  “preserve,  protect  and  defend.” 
Yet  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  assuming  (gratui- 
tously as  I humbly  think)  that  a majority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  in  favor  of  this  measure,  (which,  as  I showed 
when  I addressed  the  senate  before,  had  not  even 
been  approved  by  a majority  of  their  representatives), 
insists  that  the  president  ought  to  have  carried  out 
this  imaginary  will  of  the  majority  in  despite  of  his 
own  deep-rooted  convictions  of  the  unconstitutionali- 
ty of  the  act,  and  in  disregard  of  the  solemn  sanction 
of  his  official  oath!  If  this  be  the  political  casuistry 
of  the  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  I must  say, 
with  all  my  respect  for  the  distinguished  senator,  I 
cannot  consent  to  take  him  for  my  guide  and  instruc- 
tor in  a question  of  conscience  or  of  constitutional 
obligation.  I choose  rather,  humble  as  the  compa- 
rison may  seem  to  the  honorable  senator,  to  look  to 
the  straight-forward  example  of  John  Tyler,  who,  in 
heeding  the  “still  small  voice  of  conscience”  amid 
the  importunate  clamors  of  party  dictation,  and  in 
manfully  standing  by  what  he  believes  to  be  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country  in  the  face  of  threatened  de- 
nunciation, has  exhibited  a moral  courage  as  high, 
and  a heroism  of  principle  as  undaunted,  and  certain- 
ly as  worthy  of  the  respect  and  applause  of  a moral 
and  religious  people,  jealous  of  their  liberties  and 
loyal  to  the  great  charter  which  secures  them,  as  that 
species  of  latitudinarian  boldness  which  sacrifices 
principle  to  expediency,  and  which  confounds  con- 
science in  public  affairs  with  pride,  vanity,  egotism 
and  even  crime,  and  which  we  have  just  heard  so 
vauntingly  celebrated  in  the  heroic  strains  of  the  se- 
nator’s eloquence  as  public  virtue!  I will  venture  to 
say  further,  Mr.  President,  that  a large  majority  of 
the  American  people,  whether  they  agree  with  Mr. 
Tyler  or  not  in  his  construction  of  the  constitution, 
have  too  habitual  a respect  for  conscientious  opinions 
and  principles  of  action  not  to  honor  the  integrity 
and  firmness  with  which,  at  every  hazard  to  himself 
personally,  he  has  sought,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  solemn  obligations  of  his  oath  of  office,  to  main- 
tain the  constitution  of  his  country  inviolate. 

The  senator  has  indulged  his  fancy  in  regard  to  a 
certain  cabal,  which  he  says  it  is  alleged  by  rumor 
(an  authority  he  seems  prone  to  quote  of  late)  has 
been  formed  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  breaking  up 
the  regular  cabinet  and  dissolving  the  whig  party. 
Though  the  senator  is  pleased  to  acquit  me  of  being 
a member  of  this  supposed  cabal,  he  says  he  should 
infer,  from  the  zeal  and  promptitude  with  which  I 
have  come  forward  to  defend  the  motives  and  con- 
duct of  the  president,  that  I was  at  least  a member 
of  his  privy  council!  I thank  God,  Mr.  President, 
that  in  his  gracious  goodness  he  has  been  pleased  to 
give  me  a heart  to  repel  injustice  and  to  defend  the 
innocent,  without  being  laid  under  any  special  en- 
gagement, as  a privy  councillor  or  otherwise,  to  do 
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justice  to  my  fellow-man;  and  if  there  be  any  gen- 
tleman who  cannot  find  in  the  consciousness  of  his 
own  bosom  a satisfactory  explanation  of  so  natural 
an  impulse,  I,  for  one,  envy  him  neither  his  tempera- 
ment nor  his  philosophy.  If  Mr.  Tyler,  instead  of 
being  a distinguished  citizen  of  my  own  state,  and 
filling,  at  this  moment,  a station  of  the  most  painful 
responsibility,  which  entitles  him  to  a candid  inter- 
pretation of  his  official  acts  at  the  hands  of  all  his 
countrymen,  had  been  a total  stranger,  unknown  to 
me  in  the  relations  of  private  or  political  friendship, 
I should  yet  have  felt  myself  irresistably  impelled  by 
the  common  sympathies  of  humanity  to  undertake 
his  defence,  to  the  best  of  my  poor  ability,  when  I 
have  seen  him  this  day  so  powerfully  assailed  for  an 
act,  as  I verily  believe,  of  conscientious  devotion  to 
the  constitution  of  his  country  and  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion of  his  high  trust. 

The  honorable  senator  complains  that,  in  my  re- 
ply to  him,  I unjustly  represented  him  as  censuring 
and  arraigning  the  conduct  of  the  chief  magistrate. 
He  asks  if  he  used  any  such  language  as  perfidy.  I 
did  not  say  that  he  used  the  word  perfidy,  but  that  his 
allegations  resolved  themselves  substantially  into  the 
charge  of  perfidy  against  the  president.  And  is  not 
this  true?  I appeal  to  those  who  heard  him,  and  I 
would  appeal  to  the  honorable  senator  himself,  in  his 
cooler  moments,  if  two-thirds  of  his  speech  did  not 
consist  of  imputations,  more  or  less  direct,  on  the 
president,  for  violation  of  his  faith,  express  or  impli- 
ed, to  his  party  and  the  country?  Did  he  not  begin 
his  speech  with  reading  and  dwelling  upon  a passage 
in  the  inaugural  address  of  the  president,  which  he 
contended  amounted  to  an  engagement  to  the  nation 
to  sign  such  a bill  as  had  been  presented  to  him?  If 
so,  what  is  his  veto  message,  now  before  us,  but  a 
violation  of  that  engagement,  or,  in  other  words,  a 
breach  of  faith,  an  act  of  perfidy  to  the  nation? 
Again,  did  not  the  honorable  senator  say,  if  the  course 
which  the  president  has  now  taken  could  have  been 
anticipated,  either  by  the  Harrisburg  convention  or 
by  the  people  at  the  polls,  he  would  not  have  receiv- 
ed an  individual  vote  in  the  former  or  a single  elec- 
toral vote  from  the  latter?  Does  not  this  imply  a 
disingenuous  suppression,  something  like  a fraudulent 
concealment  of  his  opinions  by  the  president,  which, 
if  true,  would,  under  the  circumstances,  have  been 
grossly  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  good  faith? 
How  little  foundation  there  is  for  any  such  imputa- 
tion, I flatter  myself  I must  have  fully  demonstrated 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  senate  in  the  remarks  I had 
the  honor  to  make  in  reply  to  the  fust  speech  of  the 
senator  from  Kentucky. 

The  honorable  senator  also  insisted  with  great  ear- 
nestness, that  the  veto  of  this  bill,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  president  stood,  was  so  excep- 
tionable a proceeding  that,  rather  than  to  have  re- 
sorted to  it,  it  would  have  been  better  for  him  to 
have  evaded  the  responsibility  of  his  high  station,  by 
permitting  the  ten  days  to  elapse  without  any  action 
on  the  measure,  or  otherwise  to  have  resigned  his  office, 
and  left  the  government  without  an  elective  head! 
Could  any  thing  convey  a stronger  or  more  pointed 
condemnation  of  the  president’s  conduct  than  to  hold 
up  either  or  both  of  these  extreme  and  inadmissible 
alternatives,  as  preferable  to  the  course  he  actually 
adopted.  But  the  senator  alleges  that  he  did  not  say 
the  president  ought  to  have  resigned.  Did  he  not, 
however,  argue  most  zealously  to  show  that  consis- 
tency with  the  president’s  own  conduct  and  principles 
on  a former  occasion,  when  he  held  a seat  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  required  that  he  should 
have  resigned  on  the  present?  What  was  this  but  to 
urge  the  president’s  resignation  by  the  strongest  ap- 
peal, personal  to  himself,  and  derived  from  his  own 
example?  Is  it  not  mere  special  pleading,  then,  for 
the  senator  now  to  allege  that  he  did  not  say  the  pre- 
sident should  have  resigned?  When  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  senator’s  speech  was  characterized  by  such 
pointed  and  significant  reprehensions  of  the  presi- 
dent’s conduct,  could  the  lavish  and  ostentatious  pro- 
fessions of  personal  regard  and  respect,  to  which  the 
senator  now  appeals  as  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  his 
speech,  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  a bitter 
mockery? 

The  honorable  senator  still  insists  that  the  question 
of  a bank  was  an  issue  solemnly  decided  in  the  pre- 
sidential election.  I thought  I had  shown,  by  irre- 
fragable proofs  from  the  record,  when  I first  address- 
ed the  senate,  that  this  issue  was  not  made  in  the 
presidential  election,  and,  from  the  well-known  and 
recorded  opinions  of  the  candidates  selected  both  for 
the  presidency  and  the  vice  presidency,  could  not 
have  been  intended  to  have  been  made.  But  the  ho- 
norable senator  tells  me  this  is  all  a sheer  delusion 
on  my  part,  arid  arises  from  what  he  is  pleased  to  say 
is  the  common  error  of  us  Virginians — to  consider 
fhe  sentiment  prevailing  in  Virginia  as  the  sentiment 
of  the  whole  union. 


[Mr.  Clay.  I spoke  of  some  peculiar  opinions  ex- 
isting and  in  operation  among  the  people  of  Virgi- 
nia.] 

The  peculiar  opinions  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  Rives),  I had  hoped  would  never  be  con- 
sidered a reproach  by  any  native  son  of  Virginia;  and 
the  taunt,  coming  from  the  honorable  senator  from 
Kentucky,  himself  a native  son  of  our  ancient  com- 
monwealth, is  the  “unkindest  cut  of  all.”  Now,  sir, 
with  all  possible  respect  for  the  honorable  senator,  I 
will  tell  him,  if  he  will  allow  me,  what  is  an  error 
that  he  himself  seems  very  prone  to  fall  into.  It  is, 
to  think  that  his  own  personal  opinions  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  the  opinions  of  the  country;  and  because 
the  question  of  “bank  or  no  bank”  was  the  prominent, 
and,  as  he  says,  vital  issue  in  his  own  mind,  he  con- 
cludes that  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  was,  the  pro- 
minent and  vital  issue  in  the  minds  of  the  people  also. 

I beg  leave  to  say  that  my  horizon  in  the  presiden- 
tial canvass  was  not  quite  so  limited  as  the  senator 
seems  to  suppose — not  confined  exclusively  to  Vir- 
ginia, “either  above  or  below  tide  water,”  to  adopt 
his  political  geography  of  our  state.  I visited  other 
and  leading  states,  during  the  progress  of  the  can- 
vass, and  sought  information  from  them  all.  I would 
remind  the  honorable  senator  of  what  passed  on  this 
floor,  a few  weeks  since,  in  his  own  hearing,  as  to 
the  course  of  the  canvass  in  the  most  powerful  and 
important  of  all  the  states  in  the  late  election.  When 
the  honorable  senator  from  New  York  who  sits  be- 
hind me  (Mr.  Wright)  appealed  to  my  honorable 
friend,  his  colleague,  who  sits  near  me,  and  inquired 
of  him  if  any  thing  was  said  by  himself,  or  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  late  administration  generally,  in  the  pre- 
sidential canvass  in  that  state,  about  a bank  of  the 
United  States?  my  honorable  friend  replied,  “no;  we 
were  so  much  occupied  with  the  sub-treasury  that 
we  said  nothing  about  a bank  of  the  United  States.” 
I would  appeal  to  my  honorable  friend  now  on  this 
point. 

[Mr.  Tallmadge.  I attended  altogether  to  the 
sub-treasury.] 

Mr.  Rives.  That,  so  far  as  the  financial  question 
was  concerned,  was  every  where,  within  the  limits 
of  my  observation,  the  course  of  political  discussion 
by  our  friends,  who  thought  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try demanded  a change  of  administration.  “Sub- 
treasury or  no  sub-treasury”  was  the  issue,  and  not 
“bank  or  no  bank.”  So  odious  was  the  sub-treasury 
to  the  jealous  spirit  of  American  liberty,  and  so  de- 
termined was  the  opposition  of  a republican  people 
to  it,  that  they  resolved  to  put  it  down  at  all  hazards, 
willing  to  leave  to  the  future,  and  to  the  wisdom  and 
deliberations  it  would  bring  along  with  it  to  decide 
which  of  the  various  plans  that  had  been  or  might  be 
suggested,  should  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  it. 

[Mr.  Tallmadge.  Although  I did  not  discuss  the 
matter  myself,  still  the  newspaper  organs  of  the  late 
administration  displayed  at  their  head  “independent 
treasury,  and  no  national  bank.”] 

Mr.  Rives  continued.  I know  full  well  that  our 
adversaries  were  eager  ond  anxious  to  force  the  issue 
of  a national  bank  upon  us.  But  we  declined  it,  I 
had  the  honor  myself  of  being  in  the  empire  state,  in 
the  very  crisis  of  that  great  political  contest  which 
had  broken  up  the  fountains  of  that  mighty  deep,  so 
long  swayed  by  the  leaden  sceptre  of  party  discipline. 
I met  my  honorable  friend  there  in  a noble  assemblage 
of  his  countrymen,  embracing  ten  thousand  enlighten- 
ed and  gallant  freemen,  collected  from  every  quarter 
of  that  great  state  to  deliberate  upon  the  destinies  of 
our  common  country;  and,  while  all  voices  were  raised 
in  unanimous  reprobation  of  the  odious  sub-treasury 
system,  not  a solitary  word  was  uttered  pleading  the 
merits  of  a national  bank.  If  the  history  of  the  late 
canvass  could  be  impartially  and  faithfully  written 
from  contemporaneous  materials,  such,  I am  con- 
vinced, would  be  found  to  have  been  its  actual  course 
in,  at  least,  three-fourths  of  the  states  of  this  union. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  has  reminded  me — 
rather  ungraciously,  I think,  considering  how  long  he 
took  shelter  with  me  under  the  same  roof — of  the 
humble  half-way  house,  (the  state  banks),  for  which 
he  supposes  me  still  to  retain  a preference.  For  four 
long  years  did  the  honorable  senator  himself  inhabit 
this  half-way  house,  valiantly  defending  it  with  all  the 
vigor  of  his  powers  and  eloquence  against  the  fierce 
assaults  of  the  forces  of  the  late  administration;  and, 
if  I am  not  greatly  mistaken,  even  as  late  as  his  cele- 
brated Hanover  speech  last  summer,  he  recognised 
it  to  be  a fair  competitor  of  his  own  preferred  ex- 
pedient (a  national  bank)  for  the  public  favor,  de- 
claring that  the  choice  between  them  should  be  left 
to  the  future  and  deliberate  judgment  of  the  people. 

[Mr.  Clay.  No;  you  are  mistaken.  I recognised 
it  only  as  a pis  alter.] 

Mr.  Rives.  Apis  alter  is  about  as  much  as  is  left 
to  us.  Not  having  the  speech  of  the  honorable  sena- 


tor before  me,  I will  not  now  contest  the  matter  with 
him,  though  I may  take  occasion  hereafter  to  refresh 
the  recollection  of  the  senator.*  What,  sir,  was  the 
bill  of  the  senator  which  was  sent  to  the  president 
but  a pis  alter ? According  to  the  senator’s  own  state- 
ment it  was  a very  different  thing  from  what  he 
would  have  made  it.  In  its  location,  in  its  name  and 
character,  and  especially  in  the  so  called  compromise 
section,  which  the  senator  tells  us  he  introduced  in  a 
spirit  of  the  extremest  concession,  he  agreed  to  make 
it  a very  different  thing  from  an  old-fashioned  bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  beau  ideal  of  currency  and 
finance  in  the  eyes  of  the  senator.  The  senator’s 
own  bill,  then,  was  but  a pis  alter,  and  there,  cannot 
be  much  choice,  I presume,  between  one  pis  alter  and 
another. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  says  he  found  me  se- 
veral years  ago  in  this  halfaoay  house,  which,  after  the 
thorough  riddling  the  roof  had  received  in  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  pet  bank  system,  he  had  supposed  I 
would  have  abandoned.  How  could  I find  it  in  my 
heart,  Mr.  President,  to  abandon  it  when  I found  the 
honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  (even  after  what 
he  calls  the  riddling  of  the  roof)  so  anxious  to  take 
refuge  in  it  from  the  ruins  of  his  own  condemned  and 
repudiated  system,  and  where  he  actually  took  refuge 
for  four  long  years,  as  I have  already  stated.  When 
I first  had  the  honor  to  meet  the  honorable  senator 
in  this  body,  I found  him  not  occupying  the  humble 
but  comfortable  half-way  house,  which  has  given 
him  shelter  from  the  storm  for  the  last  four  years, 
but  a more  lordly  mansion,  gaudy  to  look  upon,  but 
altogether  unsafe  to  inhabit,  old,  decayed,  rat-eaten, 
which  has  since  tumbled  to  the  ground  with  its  own 
rottenness,  devoted  to  destruction  alike  by  the  indig- 
nation of  man  and  the  wrath  of  Heaven.  Yet  the 
honorable  senator,  unmindful  of  the  past  and  heedless 
of  the  warnings  of  the  present,  which  are  still  ring- 
ing in  his  ears,  will  hear  of  nothing  but  the  instant 
re-construction  of  this  devoted  edifice.  In  one  thing, 
at  least,  the  senator  does  me  great  injustice,  when, 
in  the  teeth  of  my  explicit  declaration  that  I was  for 
regulating  the  custody  of  the  public  money  by  law 
before  our  adjournment,  he  says  I am  for  going 
home,  leaving  the  treasury  and  the  country  in  a law- 
less condition! 

I owe  it  to  myself,  Mr.  President,  before  I close, 
to  say  one  or  two  words  in  regard  to  this  gorgon  of  a 
cabal,  which  the  senator  tells  us,  upon  the  authority 
of  dame  Rumor,  has  been  formed  to  break  up  the  ca- 
binet, to  dissolve  the  whig  party,  and  to  form  a new 
or  third  party.  Although  the  senator  was  pleased  to 
acquit  me  of  being  a member  of  this  supposed  cabal, 
he  yet  seemed  to  have  some  lurking  jealousies  and 
suspicions  in  his  mind  on  the  subject.  I will  tell  the 
honorable  senator,  then,  that  I know  of  no  such  ca- 
bal, and  I should  really  think  that  I was  the  last  man 
that  ought  to  be  suspected  of  any  wish  or  design  to 
form  a new  or  third  party.  I have  shown  myself  at 
all  times  restive  under  mere  party  influence  and  con- 
trol from  any  quarter.  All  party,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  tends,  in  its  modern  degeneracy,  to  tyran- 
ny, and  is  attended  with  serious  hazard  of  sacrificing 
an  honest  sense  of  duty,  and  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  to  an  arbitrary  lead,  directed  by  other  aims. 
I desire,  therefore,  to  take  upon  myself  no  new  par- 
ty bonds,  while  I am  anxious  to  fulfil,  to  the  fullest 
extent  that  a sense  of  duty  to  the  country  will  per- 
mit, every  honorable  engagement  implied  in  existing 
ones.  In  regard  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  cabinet,  I 
had  hoped  that  I was  as  far  above  the  suspicion  of 
having  any  personal  interest  in  such  an  event  as  any 
man.  I have  never  sought  office,  but  have  often  de- 
clined it;  and  will  now  give  the  honorable  senator 
from  Kentucky  a full  quit-claim  and  release  of  all  cabi- 
net pretensions  now  and  forever.  He  may  rest  satis- 
fied that  he  will  never  see  me  in  any  cabinet,  under 
this  or  any  other  administration.  During  the  brief 
remnant  of  my  public  life,  the  measure  of  my  ambi- 
tion will  be  filled  by  the  humble,  but  honest,  part  I 
may  be  permitted  to  take  on  this  floor  in  consulta- 
tions for  the  common  good. 

Having  disposed  of  this  rumor  of  a cabal,  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction, I trust,  of  the  honorable  senator,  I will  tell 


*Mr.  Rives’  version  of  the  Hanover  speech  seems  to  be 
abundantly  sustained  by  the  following  extracts  from  it: 
“Whether  these  ends.”  said  Mr.  Clay,  “indispensable 
to  the  well-being  both  of  the  people  and  the  government, 
are  to  be  attained  by  sound  and  safe  state  banks,  carefully 
selected  and  properly  distributed,  or  by  a new  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  with  such  limitations,  conditions  and  re- 
strictions as  have  been  indicated  by  experience,  shouldbe 
left  to  the  arbitrament  of  enlightened  public  opinion.’’ 

And  again  he  says:  “It  is  to  secure  certain  objects, 
without  which  society  cannot  prosper;  and  if,  contrary  to 
my  apprehensions,  these  objects  can  be  accomplished  by 
dispensing  with  the  agency  of  a bank  of  the  United  States 
and  employingtAat  of  state  banks,  all  ought  to  rejoice  and 
heartily  acquiesce,  and  none  would  more  than  I should.” 
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him  of  another  rumor  I have  heard,  which,  I trust, 
may  he  equally  destitute  of  foundation.  Rumor  is 
busy  in  alledging  that  there  is  an  organized  dictator- 
ship, in  permanent  session  in  this  capitol,  seeking  to 
control  the  whole  action  of  the  government,  in  both 
the  legislative  and  executive  branches,  and  sending 
deputation  after  deputation  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  teach  him  his  duty  and  bring  him  to 
terms.  I do  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  this  ru- 
mor. I humbly  hope  it  may  not  be  true;  but  if  it 
should  unfortunately  be  so,  I will  say  that  it  is  fraught 
with  far  more  danger  to  the  regular  and  salutary  ac- 
tion of  our  balanced  constitution,  and  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  than  any  secret  cabal  that  ever  has  ex- 
isted or  ever  will  exist. 


THE  'MCLEOD  CASE. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  ADAMS,  OF  MASS. 

On  the  resolution  calling  for  information  in 

RELATION  TO  THE  McLeOD  CASE. 

House  of  Representatives,  September  1,  1841. 

Mr.  Boardman,  of  Connecticut,  after  a call  of  the 
house  to  which  165  members  had  responded,  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  a motion  yesterday  made 
by  him  to  lay  on  the  table  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  officer  of 
the  army  or  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States 
has,  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  been  directed  to 
visit  the  state  of  New  York  for  any  purpose  connect- 
ed with  the  imprisonment  or  trial  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Leod; and,  if  so,  to  communicate  to  this  house  copies 
of  the  instructions  to,  and  report  of,  such  officer;  and 
whether,  by  any  executive  measures  or  correspon- 
dence, the  British  government  has  been  given  to  un- 
derstand that  Mr.  McLeod  will  be  released  or  surren- 
dered. 

Mr.  Adams  requested  Mr.  Boardman  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  not  expected  to  ad- 
dress the  house  on  the  resolution,  but  as  it  appeared 
that  the  house  had  nothing  else  to  do  just  now,  if  he 
could  have  an  opportunity  he  would  submit  his  views 
upon  some  of  the  topics  which  had  been  introduced 
into  the  discussion.  He  therefore  asked  his  friend 
from  Connecticut  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Boardman  said  he  had  yesterday  made  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  because 
it  had  occupied  the  morning  hour  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  discussion  had  been  continued  as  long  as  was 
profitable  for  the  house  or  country.  But  since  he 
found  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Adams)  desired  to  address  the  house,  he 
had  changed  that  opinion,  and  he  would  with  great 
pleasure  withdraw  the  motion,  under  the  expectation, 
however,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would,  upon 
concluding  his  remarks,  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  was  understood  to  make  a conditional 
promise  so  to  do,  if  no  gentleman  desired  to  reply  to 
remarks  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  might  make. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was 
at  length  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Adams  said:  Mr.  Speaker:  I have  been  of 

opinion  that  this  resolution  has  occupied  far  more  of 
the  time  of  the  people  in  this  house  than  it  ought, 
and  had  fully  determined  not  to  add  to  this  superflui- 
ty of  discussion  one  word  of  my  own.  But  after 
coming  into  the  house  this  morning  and  finding  a 
motion  pending  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  called  upon  that  motion — perceiv- 
ing also  that  the  house  have  nothing  else  to  do,  a 
sudden  impulse  urges  me,  all  unprepared,  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  to  present  some  of  my  view's 
upon  the  subject,  and  if  they  should  prove  desultory 
and  disconnected,  to  overlook  that  infirmity  without 
holding  me  to  a rigorous  adherence  to  the  resolution 
itself,  but  allowing  me  to  touch  occasionally,  at  least 
upon  topics  collaterally  connected  with  it. 

And  first,  I observe,  that  we  have  one  great  and 
most  formidable  issue,  of  peace  and  war  pending  be- 
tween us  and  Great  Britain;  and  the  first  question 
which  occurs  to  me  is,  what  is  the  object  of  this  re- 
solution? for  what  purpose  wTas  it  offered?  and  for 
what  purpose  has  the  house  been  agitated  with  it 
from  the  very  commencement  of  the  session  to  this 
day?  The  gentleman  who  offered  the  resolution  dis- 
claimed all  party  purposes — he  breathed  in  a lofty 
atmosphere,  elevated  high  above  that  of  party;  but 
what  sort  of  comprehension  had  both  the  friends  and 
the  opponents  of  the  resolution  put  upon  it?  No 
party  complexion!  Oh  no!  [Laughter.]  No;  it  was 
patriotism! — pure  patriotism! — patriotism  pure  and 
undefiled!  [Renewed  laughter.]  Well!  he  was  dis- 
posed to  give  gentlemen,  on  all  sides  of  the  house, 
credit  for  whatever  patriotism  they  professed;  but 


sure  it  was  that  patriotism  was  a coat  of  manj7  colors, 
and  suited  to  very  different  complexions;  [laughter]; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  unqualified  profession 
of  patriotism,  and  no  party  which  had  rung  through 
this  house  from  every  gentleman  who  had  supported 
this  resolution,  he  should  have  felt  bound  to  believe 
it  the  rankest  party  measure  that  ever  was  introduced 
into  the  house.  [A  laugh.]  For  what  is  this  reso- 
lution? The  United  States  are  at  this  moment  in  a 
critical  situation,  in  their  relations  of  peace  and  war, 
with  the  most  powerful  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
globe — a nation  as,  by  the  gentleman  aimed  at  by  this 
resolution,  was  most  strikingly  said,  the  tap  of  whose 
reveille  drum,  beginning  with  the  rising  sun,  travels 
with  him  round  the  terraqueous  globe.  With 
this  nation  we  have  already  one  great  and  for- 
midable question  festering  to  an  issue,  and  in  which 
we  are  clearly  right,  and  she  is  clearly  wrong. 
Now  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  multiply  is- 
sues with  her,  and  most  especially  not  for  ten- 
dering to  her  an  issue  upon  which  we  ourselves  are 
wrong;  and  upon  which  she  is  far  better  prepared 
for  immediate  aggression  or  defence  than  we  are  or 
can  be.  For  upon  that  very  border  where  this  reso- 
lution tends  to  provoke  hostile  invasion,  she  is  armed 
up  to  the  eyes,  while  we  are  all  but  defenceless. 
She  has  stationed  there  in  military  array  an  army 
nearly  double  in  number  to  the  whole  army  of  the 
United  States — an  army  well  appointed  and  ready  to 
strike  at  a word.  And  you  have  a line  of  states  and 
a populous  border,  with  nothing  but  a river  between 
them  and  that  British  army,  who,  at  a signal  from 
their  commander,  could  sweep  through  a thousand 
miles  of  your  country  with  fire  and  sword  and  deso- 
lation, and  fall  back  into  their  strong  holds  beyond  the 
river,  almost  before  the  knowledge  of  their  incursion 
could  reach  this  metropolis  of  your  country. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  northeastern  boundary, 
the  l ight  is  all  on  our  side,  and  the  wrong  wholly  on 
the  side  of  Great  Britain.  We  can  concede  nothing. 
Our  right  must  be  maintained — peaceably  if  we  can, 
forciby  if  we  must.  For  I say  to  this  house,  that 
from  the  bottom  of  my  soul  I believe  we  ought,  if 
called  upon  and  required,  to  put  forth  our  whole 
strength,  and  sacrifice  the  blood  and  treasure  of  this 
nation  to  maintain  our  rights  upon  that  issue.  With 
regard  to  the  other  question,  I would  say  that  I am 
not  disposed  to  make  unnecessary  additional  issues 
upon  matters  which  have  no  immediate  connexion 
with  that;  for  I believe  that  the  award  of  impartial 
judges  would  be  against  us.  What  is  the  object  of 
this  resolution?  It  is  to  make  an  issue  with  Great 
Britain — an  issue  of  right  or  wrong  upon  the  affair 
of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline.  No,  sir;  never  shall 
my  voice  be  for  going  to  war  upon  that  issue.  I 
hold  it,  in  the  first  place,  as  a maxim,  that  American 
statesmen  ought,  before  engaging  their  country  in  a 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  be  extremely  careful  not 
to  multiply  issues  with  that  country.  We  have  now 
one  which  is  full  enough  to  exercise  us  for  years  to 
come,  and  the  cost  is  much  more  than  I am  willing 
to  speak  of  at  this  time,  and  that  issue  must  come,  as 
I believe.  I certainly  would  not  avoid  it  by  any  sa- 
crifice of  any  kind.  But  while  I say  that,  I will  not 
multiply  the  issues;  and  more  especially  I will  not 
add  to  that  issue  other  issues,  upon  which,  when  we 
go  to  a third  power  to  arbitrate  upon  it,  they  will 
say  we  are  wrong.  Go  to  war,  and  the  fair  fields  of 
the  state  of  New  York  may  be  deluged  in  blood.  The 
state  of  New  York  may  be  ransacked  by  foreign 
enemies,  and  irreparable  injury  will  be  done  to  its 
people.  And  if  the  issue  must  be  terminated  with 
peace,  as  it  must  be,  either  by  negotiation  between  the 
parties  themselves,  or  through  a third  power,  the  is- 
sue will  be  decided  against  us.  We  shall  be  told  by 
any  other  nation  that  it  is  not  the  thing  for  us  to  quar- 
rel about. 

I have  not  the  time,  if  I were  possessed  of  the  in- 
formation, to  give  a history  of  the  affair  of  the  Ca- 
roline; and  it  is  known  as  much  to  every  member  of 
the  house  as  it  is  to  me.  We  have  heard  a great 
deal  of  talk  about  territorial  rights,  and  indepen- 
dence, and  of  state  rights.  But  in  a question  of  that 
kind  other  nations  do  not  look  much  to  your  state 
rights,  nor  to  your  independence  questions.  They 
will  not  talk  of  your  independence;  but  they  will 
say  who  is  right  and  who  wrong.  Who  struck  the 
first  blow,  I take  it,  will  be  the  main  question  with 
them.  I take  it  that  the  late  affair  of  the  Caroline 
was  in  hostile  array  against  the  British  government, 
and  that  the  parties  concerned  in  it  were  employed 
in  acts  of  war  against  it;  and  I do  not  subscribe  to 
the  very  learned  opinion  of  the  chief  justice  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  (not,  I hear,  the  chief  justice, 
but  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state),  that 
there  was  no  act  of  war  committed.  Nor  do  I sub- 
scribe to  it  that  every  nation  goes  to  war  only  on  is- 
suing a declaration  or  proclamation  of  war.  This 
is  not  the  fact.  Nations  often  wage  war  for  years, 
i without  issuing  any  declaration  of  war.  The  ques- 


tion is  not  here  upon  a declaration  of  war,  but  acts  of 
war.  And  I say  that  in  the  judgment  of  all  impartial 
men  of  other  nations,  we  shall  be  held  as  a nation 
responsible;  that  the  Caroline,  there,  was  in  a state 
of  war  against  Great  Britain;  for  purposes  of  war, 
and  the  worst  kind  of  war — to  sustain  an  insurrec- 
tion; I will  not  say  rebellion,  because  rebellion  is  a 
crime,  and  because  I heard  them  talked  of  as  “pa- 
triots.” Yes,  and  I have  heard  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  here,  these  patriots  represented  as  carry- 
ing on  a righteous  cause,  and  that  we  ought  to  have 
assisted  them — that  we  ought  to  have  given  them  that 
assistance  that  a nation  fighting  for  its  liberty  is  en- 
titled to  form  the  generosity  of  other  nations.  Well, 
admit  that  merely  for  a moment.  If  we  were  bound 
to  do  it,  we  were  bound  to  do  it  avowedly  and  above 
board;  but  we  disclaimed  all  intention  of  taking  any 
part  in  it.  And  yet  there  was  very  little  disguise 
about  this  expedition;  and  that  this  vessel  was  there 
for  the  purposes  of  hostility  against  the  Canadian 
government.  I say,  therefore,  that  we  struck  the 
first  blow;  and  if,  instead  of  pressing  this  matter  to  a 
war,  we  were  to  refer  it  to  a third  power,  even  if  it 
should  be  to  a European  republic,  if  any  such  thing 
is  remaining,  and  should  say  there  has  been  an  inva- 
sion of  our  territory,  they  would  ask  us  a question 
something  like  that  which  was  put  to  a character  in 
a play  of  Moliere- — Que  diable  allait  il  faire  dans  cette 
galere ? “What  the  d — 1 had  he  to  do  that  gallery?” 
[Great  laughter.] 

Now,  I think  the  arbitrator  would  say,  “what  the 

d 1 had  you  to  do  with  that  steamboat5”  They 

would  say  that  we  struck  the  first  blow.  Now,  ad- 
mit that — and  none  of  your  state  rights  men  can  deny 
it — admit  that,  and  all  the  rest  follows  of  course. 
They  will  say  it  was  wrong — abstractly,  if  you  please. 
Talking  of  abstractions,  it  was  wrong  for  an  expedi- 
tion to  come  over  and  burn  the  steamboat,  and  send  her 
over  the  falls.  But  what  was  your  steamboat  about5 
What  had  she  been  doing?  What  was  she  to  do  the  next 
morning?  And  what  ought  you  to  do?  You  have  repa- 
ration to  make  for  all  the  men  and  for  all  the  arms 
and  implements  of  war  which  we  were  transporting 
and  going  to  transport  to  the  other  side,  to  foment 
and  instigate  rebellion  in  Canada.  That  is  what  the 
third  party  would  say  to  us.  And  it  would  come,  in 
the  end,  after  all  the  blood  and  treasure  had  been 
wasted  by  a war  between  the  two  countries,  to  this, 
that  we  must  shake  hands  and  drink  champagne  to- 
gether, after  having  made  a mutual  apology  for  mu- 
tual transgression.  That  is  the  way  things  are  set- 
tled between  individuals.  “If  you  said  so,  why  I 
said  so;”  and  thus  the  dispute  is  amicably  settled. 
So  we  should  have  to  do  with  this  national  matter; 
for  there  is  not  any  great  difference,  in  the  essentials 
of  quarrelling  and  making  up,  between  nations  and  in- 
dividuals. See  a fight  in  the  street  between  two 
boys,  who  give  each  other  bloody  noses;  and,  when 
the  question  comes  to  be  settled  between  them,  the 
basis  of  the  settlement  is,  who  gave  the  first  blow? 
And  the  award  of  any  honest  umpire  is,  after  suffer- 
ing the  parties  to  fight  it  out,  that  he  who  struck  the 
first  blow  was  in  the  wrong.  And  so  it  is  with  na- 
tions. Why,  then,  are  you  talking  of  state  rights  and 
of  independence  in  connexion  with  this  question?  It 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

There  is,  sir,  another  point  of  view  in  which  I ob- 
ject to  this  resolution.  I have  seen  here,  in  another 
part  of  this  building,  to  which  it  would  not  be  in  or- 
der to  refer  except  indirectly,  although  I did  hear, 
the  other  day,  such  a dressing  of  this  house  in  that 
body  that  I thought  I almost  had  a right  to  get  up 
and  protest  against  it.  But  I will  not  refer  to  the 
matter  except  in  terms  which  come  within  the  rules 
of  order.  I have  heard  there,  and  seen  in  the  news- 
papers out  of  doors,  a prodigious  affair  made  of  this 
matter,  as  if  the  government  of  the  United  States  had 
outraged  the  state  of  New  York — because  the  great 
empire  state  of  New  York  had  undertaken  to  say 
that  she  would  hang  McLeod,  whatever  Great  Bri- 
tain or  the  general  government  might  do.  Yes!  what- 
ever they  might  do,  the  great  empire  state  of  New 
York  would  hang  McLeod!  That  was  the  language. 
What,  sir,  I ask,  is  the  object  of  this  resolution?  To 
inquire  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  whether 
any  officer  of  the  army,  or  the  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States,  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  has 
visited  the  state  of  New  York  for  any  purpose  con- 
nected with  the  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod? 

I believe  that  question  was  answered  before  it 
was  asked.  I think  the  information  was  contained 
in  a document  communicated  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  which  stated  not  only  that  a general 
was  sent,  but  that  instructions  were  given  to  the  at- 
torney general,  and  the  instructions  themselves  were 
communicated  to  congress,  with  the  president’s  mes- 
sage, at  the  very  commencement  of  the  session. 

Why,  then,  should  this  house  be  occupied  hour  af- 
ter hour  in  discussing  whether  the  attorney  general 
was  sent  to  New  York,  and  what  he  was  about  there, 
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when  the  president  himself  has  told  you  that  he  was 
sent  and  the  object  of  his  mission. 

Every  body  knew  it  before  the  question  was  asked. 
What  then?  Has  not  the  president  a right  to  send 
the  attorney  general  to  New  York  on  that  or  any 
other  subject5  Where  is  the  constitutional  provision 
prohibiting  him  from  sending  the  attorney  general  to 
New  York  on  that  or  any  other  of  the  subjects  which 
are  before  the  judicial  courts  of  that  state?  Yes,  the 
attorney  general  has  been  sent  there,  and  we  have 
his  instructions.  And  I have  heard  here,  on  the  part 
of  some  of  my  forty  friends  from  New  York,  a great 
deal  about  the  conscious  dignity  and  honor  of  this 
empire  state  of  New  York.  Now,  I am  not  very  fond 
of  that  term  “empire  state,”  in  the  language  of  this 
union;  and  I say  that  if  there  is  an  “empire”  state  in 
this  union  it  is  Delaware.  To  be  magniloquent  and 
talk  about  the  empire  state,  may  well  become  the 
forty  gentlemen  who  represent  the  state  on  this  floor, 
having  reference  to  their  own  numbers  and  the  num- 
bers of  their  constituents,  or  to  the  extent,  fertility 
and  beanty  of  her  soil;  yet  this  is  a distinction  not 
recognised  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  all,  as  members  of  this  union,  equal;  and 
the  state  of  Delaware  has  as  good  a right  to  be  call- 
ed the  “empire  state”  as  New  York.  Now,  if  my 
forty  friends  from  New  York  choose  to  call  it  the 
empire  state  I will  not  quai’rel  with  them.  It  is  only 
as  to  consequences  that  I enter  my  caveat  against  the 
too  frequent  use  of  those  terms  on  this  floor;  for  there 
is  meaning  in  those  words  “empire  state,”  when 
used  among  co-states,  more  than  meets  the  ear. — 
Suppose  it  was  in  Delaware  that  such  an  event  had 
occurred,  do  you  suppose  my  friend  here,  (Mr.  Rod- 
ney), from  Delaware,  would  have  offered  such  a re- 
solution as  this?  And,  by  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion, I should  presume  that  my  friends  from  N.  York 
think  there  is  a little  more  dignity  and  power  in  hav- 
ing forty  representatives  than  only  one. 

But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  I ask 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  this  resolution.  At  the 
very  time  when  we  have  this  great  issue  upon  another 
point  with  the  British  nation,  and  when  this  resolu- 
tion, and  every  thing  connected  with  it,  is  blowing 
the  coals  to  make  another  issue,  there  is  behind  it 
another  effort  to  make  yet  another  issue  between 
this  government  and  the  state  of  New  York.  What 
is  the  object  of  that?  Are  you  going  to  war  with  a 
foreign  nation?  And  is  that  a time  to  split  hairs  in 
in  questions  of  jurisdiction  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  one  of  the  separate 
states?  And  are  you  going  to  bring  up  the  question, 
“which  of  the  two  has  the  right,  the  precious  right, 
to  hang  McLeod?”  Are  you  going  to  make  an  issue 
between  the  state  of  New  York  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States  upon  such  an  exercise  of  power 
as  that?  Are  you  going  to  show  your  iveakness  at  the 
very  moment  when  you  are  bearding  the  lion  in  his 
den?  Is  that  the  time  to  make  an  issue  between  the 
government  which  represents  the  whole  country,  and 
the  state  as  to  its  power?  God  forbid  that  I should 
question  its  power;  but  I inquire,  is  it  politic  or  wise 
to  make  a quarrel  between  that  government  and  this, 
about  the  most  insignificant  of  all  questions,  as  to 
which  of  you  shall  release  McLeod?  For,  while  some 
gentlemen  talk  about  hanging  McLeod,  others,  more 
mereciful,  tell  as  that  if  it  should  turn  out  that  this 
man  was  concerned  in  the  affair  of  the  Caroline,  yet 
that  there  was  a power  in  the  state  of  New  York 
that  might  prevent  his  execution — that  the  executive 
of  New  York  had  the  power  of  pardoning  as  well  as 
the  general  government,  and  that  the  attribute  of 
mercy  would  be  exercised  with  as  much  discretion 
by  the  governor  of  New  York  as  it  would  be  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  But  I see  nothing  in 
the  correspondence  which  has  been  laid  before  us 
that  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  course  of 
the  law  in  New  York  would  not  be  carried  out,  ac- 
cording to  all  its  rights,  and  all  its  dignities,  and  the 
man  be  released  without  the  necessity  of  a resort  to 
the  authority  of  the  general  government. 

I am  perfectly  satisfied,  for  my  own  part,  if  it 
should  so  happen  that  the  evidence  is  strong  enough 
to  convict  him,  that  the  governor  of  N.  York  would 
exercise  the  pardoning  power,  and  send  him  with  an 
admonition  to  go  and  sin  no  more.  That  can  be  done 
without  any  entrenchment  on  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  the  state  of  New  York.  From  the  first  moment 
to  the  last,  the  question  which  has  struck  me  is,  whe- 
ther you  will  or  will  not  hang  the  man?  That  is  the 
only  question  in  issue  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  Great  Britain  will  not  go  to  war  to 
settle  a question  of  jurisdiction  between  the  general 
government  and  the  state  of  New  York.  They  will 
not  go  to  war  with  you  if  the  man  is  sent  home. — 
But,  after  all  the  arguments  which  have  been  used 
on  this  floor,  it  ultimately  comes  to  this:  which  of  the 
two  governments  shall  release  McLeod?  Now,  I say, 
what  is  all  that  for?  Why  is  it  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  must  be  arraigned  by  the  go- 


vernment of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  this  made  a 
question  of  war  between  us  and  Great  Britain?  Why 
should  not  the  matter  have  been  allowed  to  go  on  ac- 
cording to  the  correspondence  between  the  two  go- 
vernments? No,  sir,  we  have  had  long  discussions 
about  war,  declared  and  not  declared,  lawful  and  un- 
lawful, by  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  here  and  elsewhere;  long  disserta- 
tions in  relation  to  the  maintenance  of  state  rights. 
And  now  what  does  it  amount  to?  Suppose  you  carry 
your  state  rights  into  execution;  suppose  you  hang 
the  man,  then  the  people  of  New  York  will  exclaim: 
“There  is  our  independence;  there  are  our  state 
rights;  you  see  that  we  have  hung  the  man.”  Now, 
what  next,  I would  ask  the  constituents  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  offered  this  resolution.  When  all  the 
counties  he  represents  are  ravaged  by  the  enemy, 
and  when  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  have  been 
slaughtered,  wives  have  been  made  widows  and  their 
children  fatherless,  I would  then  ask  of  him  if  he 
would  have  the  thanks  of  his  constituents?  And  the 
question  I ask  of  him,  I also  ask  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  New  York;  of  the  representatives 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  of  the  representatives 
of  the  state  of  Ohio;  and  of  the  whole  line  of  those 
states  which  are  more  liable  to  the  incursions  which 
would  take  take  place  by  the  enemy  without  any  de- 
claration of  war,  who  would  come  and  butcher  your 
people,  and  burn  and  destroy  your  property,  and  re- 
turn immediately  and  take  their  places  in  their  de- 
fences before  you  could  raise  and  organize  a force 
to  save  them.  What  would  you  do?  Would  you  of- 
fer a resolution  to  inquire  whether  an  officer  of  the 
army  had  been  sent  there,  or  whether  the  attorney 
general  had  been  sent  there,  or  whether  any  conces- 
sion had  been  made  to  the  British  government?  No 
such  question  would  be  asked.  I have,  indeed,  no 
doubt  that  after  the  country  had  been  ravaged,  there 
would  be  vigor  and  bravery  enough  in  it  to  raise  and 
array  an  avenging  host  invade  in  turn  the  enemy’s 
country,  and  burn  their  property  and  destroy  their 
wives  and  children  too,  and  what  satisfaction  would 
that  be  to  you. 

If  gentlemen  would  look  into  the  history  of  Scot- 
land and  England,  they  would  there  find  numerous 
accounts  of  the  frightful  and  disastrous  border  wars 
that  were  carried  on  between  the  Scotch  and  the 
English.  Gentlemen  would  there  see  what  might  be 
the  consequences  here  if  this  resolution  were  carried 
into  effect. 

It  is  but  a few  days  since  I heard  a gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Eastman),  say,  with  some 
pain  and  distress,  that  if  the  present  secretary  of 
state  remained  in  office  there  would  be  no  war — no 
war  with  England;  and  there  was  a great  deal  meant 
by  that  remark.  And  the  gentleman  seemed  to  think 
this  a lamentable  condition  of  affairs.  I firmly  be- 
lieve it  was  true;  but  I had  a very  different  feeling 
from  that  gentleman;  and  I say,  God  be  praised  if  it 
be  so,  to  preserve  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
And,  however  long  or  short  the  gentleman’s  career 
may  be,  he  will  not  see  any  improper  concession  to 
Great  Britain  sanctioned  by  the  present  secretary  of 
state,  whether  in  peace  or  war.  With  respect  to  the 
present  question,  I have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  al- 
luded to  would  show  as  much  firmness  as  any  mem- 
ber of  this  house.  And  one  of  my  reasons  for  troub- 
ling the  house  at  this  last  expiring  moment  of  the 
session  is,  that  I might  vindicate  the  conduct  of  that 
gentleman,  and  do  him  justice;  for  great  injustice  has 
been  done  him  in  regard  to  his  remarks  and  corres- 
pondence. Now,  I do  not  know  that  there  is  a word 
in  his  part  of  that  correspondence  but.  what  I would 
endorse.  And  I say,  if  it  is  conciliatory,  if  it  has 
any  tendency  to  soften  the  asperities  and  rancor  that 
may  exist  between  the  two  countries,  so  much  the 
better;  and  I know  it  has  had  that  effect.  What  did 
you  hear  when  you  saw  a report  of  a different  cha- 
racter? Why,  your  minister  at  the  court  of  St. 
James  was  panic  struck,  and  sent  a message  to  your 
squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  to  run  away — to  fly  as 
fast  as  the  winds  could  blow  them — for  John  Bull 
was  at  their  heels!  [Laughter.]  It  is  very  much  the 
fashion  to  say,  “He  did  nothing  more  than  his  duty.” 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ingersoll), 
spoke  of  this  transaction,  the  other  day,  just  as  I 
would  speak  of  it  in  general  terms;  but  he  did  not  at 
all  question  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  that  gen- 
tleman. I say  not  so.  I say  that  he  has  disgraced 
this  nation  more  than  we  have  ever  been  disgraced 
since  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate.  What  will 
the  Germans,  what  will  the  Italians,  what,  in  short, 
will  all  the  great  nations  of  Europe  say  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States?  That,  upon  a panic  terror  of 
their  minister  at  London,  they  showed  the  white 
feather,  and  their  line  of-battle-ship  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean was  warned  to  seek  refuge  by  flight  from  the 
thunders  of  Britain! 

And  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  I do 
not  approve  his  conduct.  The  gentleman  has  been 


at  London  four  or  five  years.  I do  not  believe  there 
was  at  London  a charge  from  any  country  in  Europe 
but  knew  better  what  was  done  and  doing  in  the  pri- 
vy council.  What  is  the  business  of  a foreign  minis- 
ter abroad,  but  to  find  out  what  is  doing?  I will  ven- 
ture to  say  that  if  Christopher  Hughes  had  been  at 
London,  as  our  minister,  he  never  would  have  writ- 
ten such  a letter.  He  would  have  known  that  there 
was  no  order  of  council  to  authorise  hostilities;  and 
there  cannot  be  hostilities  without  an  order  of  the 
privy  council.  I speak  from  experience  when  I say 
that  Mr.  Hughes  would  have  been  informed  of  such 
orders  in  council,  had  they  been  issued,  and  of  course 
would  not  have  been  frightened  by  every  newspaper 
explosion  of  popular  wrath  into  a belief  that  the  grave 
and  responsible  council  of  the  nation  had  resorted  to 
such  an  extremity  at  such  a moment. 

There  was  one  memorable  case  of  the  address  of 
Mr.  Hughes  in  procuring  documents  of  the  profound- 
est  secrecy.  Mr.  Stratford  Canning  came  to  me  one 
day,  and  said  that  he  had  permission  to  read  to  me  a 
paper  of  great  importance,  emanating  from  his  go- 
vernment in  their  negotiations  with  the  European  al- 
liance. Fie  read  the  paper  accordingly,  and,  when 
he  had  finished,  I asked  him  if  he  would  let  me  have 
it  for  half  an  hour,  that  I might  lay  it  before  the  pre- 
sident, Mr.  Monroe,  for  his  perusal.  He  said  he  was 
forbidden  to  let  it  go  out  of  his  own  hands;  but  that, 
if  I desired,  he  would  go  with  me  to  the  president’s 
house,  and  read  it  to  him.  This  I declined,  but  con- 
tented myself  with  making,  from  memory,  a verbal 
statement  of  its  contents  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  within 
three  days  after  I received  a copy  of  that  same  paper 
from  Christopher  Flughes.  The  next  time  Mr.  Can- 
ning came  to  the  department,  I said  to  him  that  he 
needed  not  to  have  been  so  straight-laced  about  that 
despatch  which  he  would  not  allow  me  to  take  for 
half  an  hour  to  the  president  for  his  perusal,  for  we 
now  had  a copy  of  it.  He  was  amazed.  A copy  of 
it?  said  he.  Fie  clapped  his  hands  on  his  two  waist- 
coat pockets,  took  the  key  of  his  desk  out  of  one  of 
them,  held  it  up,  and  said:  That  is  the  key  to  a good 
lock;  and  that  paper  has  been  under  that  lock  and  key 
every  moment  since  I received  it,  except  when  in 
my  own  hands.  I said,  do  not  suspect  any  one  about 
you.  We  are  not  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  secret 
papers  from  domestics  or  secretaries.  We  have  got 
it  from  a great  distance. 

Yes,  I had  a copy  of  that  document,  perhaps  the 
most  secret  as  well  as  the  most  efficient  of  the  diplo- 
matic papers  which  passed  between  the  parties  to  the 
holy  alliance,  and  it  was  procured  with  many  others 
by  Mr.  Hughes,  by  no  improper  arts  and  at  no  cost 
of  secret  service  money,  but  by  the  art  of  making 
friends  by  his  social  qualities  wherever  he  goes.  I 
mention  this  to  show  what  ought  to  be  the  qualities  of 
a public  minister  abroad.  If  a minister  is  in  the  ha- 
bit of  friendly,  social  intercourse  with  the  other 
members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  at  the  same  court, 
with  an  ordinary  portion  of  sagacity,  he  has  the  key 
to  all  their  secrets.  I say  it  from  long  knowledge  and 
experience.  How  was  it  when  this  "panic  letter  was 
written  to  the  commodore  of  the  American  squad- 
ron? What  did  the  American  minister  know  of  the 
system  of  policy,  foreign  or  domestic,  of  the  British 
cabinet?  The  letter  itself  proves  that  he  was  as  blind 
to  it  as  a beetle;  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  first  let- 
ters of  their  alphabet.  If  he  had  known  any  thing  of 
it,  he  would  not  have  disgraced  himself  and  his  coun- 
try by  the  exposure  of  his  ignorance.  I say  this  not 
from  any  personal  feeling  towards  that  gentleman, 
although  I have  not  been  an  admirer  of  some  of  his 
diplomatic  exhibitions  heretofore,  as  the  journals  of 
this  house  may  show;  but  I have  looked  to  this  tran- 
saction entirely  upon  its  merits  alone,  and  I say  that 
those  letters  written  to  the  commodore  of  the  squad- 
ron in  the  Mediterranean,  and  their  consequences, 
have  been  disgraceful  to  the  nation;  and  I,  for  one, 
hold  the  man  responsible  for  it,  an(l  say  he  was  not 
dfting  his  duty,  or  that  he  neglected  some  of  the  most 
important  parts  of  his  duty  as  a public  minister.  But 
this  is  somewhat  of  a digression,  and  yet  intimately 
connected  with  the  McLeod  question  of  peace  and 
war;  for  what  must  the  privy  council  and  her  majesty 
queen  Victoria  herself,  who,  I dare  say,  all  woman 
as  she  is,  has  more  fire  in  her  heart  than  ever  to  have 
sitten  down  and  written  d letter  like  that — what  must 
that  privy  council  have  thought  when  they  first  heard 
ot  it?  They  would  say,  God  grant  that  this  man  may 
remain  here  as  Jonathan’s  minister  till  the  end  of 
time;  we  may  be  sure  he  never  will  know  any  thing 
of  our  real  intentions,  and  will  always  have  a becom- 
ing reverence  for  the  terrors  of  the  beak  and  light- 
ning of  the  eye  of  the  British  eagle,  and  blundering 
rashness  enough  to  put  out  the  eyes  of  his  own. 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  this  resolution,  and  as 
to  whether  the  British  government  have  been  given 
to  understand  that  McLeod  will  be  released  or  sur- 
rendered. What,  I ask  again,  is  the  purpose  of  this 
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inquiry?  For  this  question,  too,  has  been  answered 
before  it  was  asked.  Undoubtedly  the  British  go- 
vernment have  been  given  to  understand  that  he  will 
be  released  or  surrendered.  Whether  this  shall  be 
done  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  or  by  that 
of  the  state  of  New  York  may  be  a question  of  con- 
stitutional power  among  ourselves,  but  it  is  no  ques- 
tion between  us  and  Great  Britain.  In  negotiation, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  is  that  which 
the  British  nation  have  the  right  to  hold  and  will  hold 
responsible  for  his  personal  safety.  Undoubtedly 
the  British  minister  has  been  told  that  “the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  entertains  no  doubt  that, 
after  this  avowal  of  the  transaction,  as  a public  tran- 
saction, authorised  and  undertaken  by  the  British 
authorities,  individuals  concerned  in  it  ought  not,  by 
the  principles  of  public  law  and  the  general  usage  of 
civilized  states,  to  be  holden  personally  responsible 
in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  law  for  their  participa- 
tion in  it.” 

Undoubtedly  the  instructions  given  to  the  attorney 
general,  when  sent  to  New  York,  and  a copy  of  which 
was  communicated  to  Mr.  Fox,  did  aver  that,  “whe- 


produced  in  foreign  lands  by  a report  of  this  house,  | 
so  famous  and  notorious  as  it  was  last  winter,  I ask  j 
you  what  has  been  the  counteracting  effect  of  this 
very  correspondence?  The  effect  has  been  to  calm 
the  irritation  of  the  British  government,  roused  as  it 
had  been  to  indignation  and  resentment  by  that  in- 
flammatory report.  This  effect  is  apparent  in  the 
tone  of  Mr.  Peel’s  speech  to  his  constituents  at  Tam- 
worth.  I have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Fox  represented 
the  thing  in  that  light,  and,  from  the  complexion  of 
these  communications,  he  represented  that  there  was 
no  spirit  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of 
this  government.  I say  it  is  one  of  the  best  papers 
that  ever  was  written,  and  the  effect  of  it  upon  the 
nation  is  to  be  one  of  glory  and  not  of  reproach.  Sir, 
it  has  fully  authenticated  the  saying  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  that  you  will  not  have  a 
war  with  England  while  the  present  secretary  of  state 
shall  remain  in  office.  I believe  it.  I thank  God  it 
is  so;  and  your  constituents,  and  my  constituents,  and 
the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire—those  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  who 
offered  this  resolution — ay,  sir,  the  constituents  of 


tber  the  process  be  criminal  or  civil,  the  fact  of  hav-  j every  member  of  this  house,  have  great  reason  to 
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ing  acted  under  public  authority,  and  in  obedience  to  raise  their  hands  in  joy  and  gratitude  to  the  God  of 

- - ’ * 1- J-J 1 Mercy  that  it  is  so,  and  in  supplication  that  it  may 

' be  so  still;  for,  were  it  otherwise — 


the  orders  of  lawful  superiors,  must  be  regarded  as  a 
valid  defence;  otherwise,  individuals  would  be  holden 
responsible  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  acts  of  go- 
vernment, and  even  from  the  operations  of  public 
war.” 

Yes,  sir,  the  British  government  have  been  given 
to  understand  that  since  their  avowal  that  McLeod 
acted  under  their  authority,  he  must  be  ultimately 
released  or  surrendered.  And  what,  then?  Is  it  not 
so?  Why,  sir,  Indian  savages — cannibals,  to  whom 
revenge  is  the  first  of  virtues — accept  of  ransom  for 
the  blood  of  their  relatives  slain;  and  is  it  for  a Chris- 
tian nation,  in  cold  blood,  four  years  after  a defen- 
sive irregularity  of  border  war,  provoked  by  their 
own  people,  to  hold  a man  responsible  for  their  mu- 
nicipal law  for  mit rder,  because  the  life  of  a man  was 
lost  in  a nocturnal  foray,  authorised  by  the  public 
authorities,  civil  and  military,  of  the  country  in 
whose  defence  it  was  undertaken  and  achieved?  Sir, 
there  is  not  a civilized  country  upon  earth  but  would 
cry  shame  upon  us  for  carrying  such  barbarian  prin- 
ciples into  practice.  A war  provoked  by  such  an 
act  would  be  a war  of  extermination — a war  of  mer- 
ciless butchery;  and  the  scene  of  its  first  unutterable 
sufferings  would  be  the  very  border  of  our  own  coun- 
try, upon  which  we  should  bring  down  this  judgment 
of  Heaven. 

I ask  every  member  of  this  house  to  put  himself  in 
the  position  of  being  a prisoner  in  a foreign  land  for 
an  act  done  by  the  orders  of  his  government — for  the 
burning  of  a boat  or  the  killing  of  men:  I ask  every 
man  here  to  put  himself  in  the  situation  of  McLeod, 
either  in  Great  Britain  or  any  part  of  the  British  do- 
minions, and  suppose  it  a matter  of  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  governments — what  would  they  say  if 
the  British  secretary  of  state,  from  a representation 
that  this  was  done  by  the  orders  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  nation  held  itself 
responsible  for  the  act — the  British  secretary  of  state 
would  say,  “of  course  ultimately  we  shall  release 
him?”  Now,  I would  ask  if  this  would  be  disgrace- 
ful to  the  British  nation?  It  would  have  been  direct- 
ly the  contrary — that  there  is  no  descending  from  the 
dignity,  and  rights  and  independence  of  a nation,  in 
admitting  the  principle  that  the  authority  of  a nation 
covers  as  with  a mantle  the  deeds  of  individuals  per- 
formed under  it;  and  that,  if  arrested  upon  civil  or 
criminal  process  for  it,  there  must  be  some  mode  of 
obtaining  their  release.  I say  that  the  minister  of  no 
nation  upon  earth  would  be  ashamed  of  making  such 
a declaration  as  that.  And  now  carry  this  corres- 
pondence to  the  utmost  extent.  What  is  it  more? — 
How  does  it  compromit  this  country?  It  does  not 
take  McLeod  out  of  the  state  of  New  York.  It  ne- 
ver pretended  to  arrest  the  operation  of  the  law.-y 
The  British  minister  has  been  given  to  understand 
that  it  is  a question  between  the  two  nations,  and  that 
the  general  government,  as  you  and  I,  have  a deep 
interest  in  the  stake  as  well  as  New  York;  and  that, 
if  it  should  come  to  hostilities,  it  is  not  for  the  empire 
state  of  New  York  to  carry  on  the  war  with  Great 
Britain.  No;  it  is  a question  for  which  the  honor  of 
the  whole  nation  is  pledged,  and  therefore  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Unitad  States  has  a right  to  speak 
upon  it.  Now,  I ask,  why  is  this  question  raised,  as 
it  is  raised  in  this  resolution,  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  and  the  government  of  the  state 
of  New  York?  It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to 
do  what  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
constitutions  of  the  several  states  intended  to  do  above 
all  other  things;  that  is,  that  each  of  them  shall  dis- 
charge its  own  duties,  passing  along  in  parallel  lines, 
without  crossing  each  other’s  path.  And  the  course 
taken  by  the  United  States  is  calculated  for  that. — 
After  commenting,  as  I have  done,  upon  the  effects 


The  child  may  rue  that  is  unborn 
The  sentence  of  that  day. 

As  to  this  resolution — [here  several  members  rose 
and  addressed  the  speaker,  who  gave  notice  to  Mr. 
Adams  that  the  hour  had  expired.  Several  members 
moved  that  he  should  have  leave  to  proceed;  other 
voices  were  heard — “Move  to  lay  it  on  the  table!”] 
Mr.  Adams  said,  for  my  own  part  I should  prefer  to 
take  a direct  vote  upon  the  resolution,  and  record  my 
name  upon  the  journal,  “no.”  [Several  voices, 
“move  the  previous  question!”]  Mr.  Adams.  Upon 
the  whole,  to  lay  on  the  table  is  a milder  negative; 
and  so,  if  no  member  wishes  to  reply  to  me,  I move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table  by  yeas  and  nays,  109  to  70. 


DUTIES  AND  DRAWBACKS. 


AN  ACT 

RELATING  TO  DUTIES  AND  DRAWBACKS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  on  all  articles  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-one,  there  shall  be  laid  col- 
lected and  paid  on  all  articles  which  are  now  admit- 
ted free  of  duty,  or  which  are  chargeable  with  a duty 
of  less  than  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  a duty 
of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  except  on  the  fol- 
lowing enumerated  articles,  that  is  to  say:  muriatic 
acid,  sulphuric  acid  or  oil  of  vitrol,  alum,  tartaric 
acid,  aquafortis,  blue  vitrol,  calomel,  carbonate  of 
soda,  corrosive  sublimate,  combs,  copperas,  indigo, 
nitrate  of  lead,  red  and  white  lead  dry  or  ground  in 
oil,  sugar  of  lead,  manganese,  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
bichromate  of  potash,  chromate  of  potash,  prussiate 
of  potash,  glauber  salts,  rochelle  salts,  sulphate  of 
quinine,  refined  salt-petre,  which  shall  pay  respec- 
tively the  same  rates  of  duty  imposed  on  them  under 
existing  laws;  and  the  following  articles  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  duty,  to  wit:  tea  and  coffee,  all  painting 
and  statuary  the  production  of  American  artists  resid- 
ing abroad,  all  articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  following  articles,  when  spe- 
cifically imported  by  order,  and  for  the  use  of  any 
society  incorporated  or  established  for  philosophical 
or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
fine  arts,  or  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any  college, 
academy,  school  or  seminary  of  learning,  in  the 
United  States,  to  wit:  philosophical  apparatus,  in- 
struments, books,  maps,  charts,  statutes,  busts  of  mar- 
ble, bronze,  alabaster  or  plaster  of  Paris,  casts,  paint- 
ings, drawings,  engravings,  specimens  of  sculpture, 
cabinets  of  coins,  gems,  medals,  and  all  other  collec- 
tions of  antiquities,  statuary,  modelling,  painting, 
drawing,  etching,  or  engraving;  and,  also,  all  impor- 
tations of  specimens  in  natural  history,  mineralogy, 
botany,  and  anatomical  preparations,  models  and  ma- 
chinery, and  the  models  of  other  inventions,  plants 
and  trees,  wearing  apparel,  and  other  personal  bag- 
gage in  actual  use,  and  the  implements  or  tools  of 
trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  United  States;  crude 
antimony,  regulus  of  antimony,  animals  imported  for 
breed,  argol,  gum  arabic,  aloes,  ambergris,  bole  ar- 
meaniau,  arrow  root,  annotto,  anniseed,  oil  of  anni- 
seed,  amber,  asafoetida,  ava  root,  alcornoque,  alba 
canella,  bark  of  cork  tree  unmanufactured,  burr 
stones,  unwrought,  brass  in  pigs  or  bars,  old  brass 
only  fit  to  be  remanufactured,  brimstone  or  sulphur, 
barrilla,  braziletto,  boracic  acid,  Burgundy  pitch, 
berries  used  for  dyeing,  smaltz,  lasting  or  prunella 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  buttons  and  shoes,  vanilla 


beans,  balsam  tolu,  gold  and  silver  coins  and  bullion., 
clay  unwrought,  copper  imported  in  any  shape  for 
the  use  of  the  mint,  copper  in  pigs,  bars  or  plates, 
or  plates  or  sheets  of  which  copper  is  the  material 
of  chief  value,  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships,  old 
copper  fit  only  to  be  remanufactured,  lapis  calamina- 
ris,  cochineal,  chamomile  flowers,  coriander  seed, 
catsup,  cantharides,  castanas,  chalk,  coculus  indicus, 
Colombo  root,  cummin  seed,  cascarrilla,  cream  of 
tartar,  vegetables  and  nuts  of  all  kinds  used  princi- 
pally in  dyeing  and  composing  dyes,  lac-dye,  emery, 
epaulets  and  wings  of  gold  or  silver,  furs  undressed 
of  all  kinds,  flaxseed  or  linseed,  flax  unmanufactured, 
fustic,  flints,  ground  flint  grindstones,  gamboge^  raw 
hides,  hemlock,  henbane,  horn  plates  for  lanterns,  ox 
and  other  horns,  Harlem  oil,  hartshorn,  hair  unma- 
nufactured, hair  pencils,  ipecacuanha,  ivory  unmanu- 
factured, iris  root,  juniper  berries,  oil  of  juniper, 
kelp,  kermes,  madder,  madder  root,  musk,  manna, 
marrow  and  other  soap  stocks  and  soap  stuffs,  palm 
oil,  mohair,  mother  of  pearl,  needles,  nux  vomica, 
orris  root,  oil  of  almonds,  opium,  palm  leaf,  plantina, 
Peruvian  bark,  old  pewter,  fit  only  to  be  remanufac- 
tured, plaster  of  Paris,  quicksilver,  rags  of  any  kind 
of  cloth,  India  rubber,  reeds  manufactured,  rhubarb, 
rotten  stone,  elephants’  and  other  animals  teeth, 
polishing  stones,  bristles,  ratans  unmanufactured, 
raw  and  undressed  skins,  spelter,  crude  saltpetre, 
gum  Senegal,  saffron,  shellac,  soda  ash,  sponges,  sago, 
sarsaparilla,  senna,  sumac,  tapioca,  tamarinds,  crude 
tartar,  teutenegue,  tin  foil,  tin  in  pigs,  bars,  plates  or 
sheets,  tips  of  bone  or  horn,  tortoise  shell,  turmeric, 
weld,  woad  or  pastel,  Brazil  wood,  Nicaragua  wood, 
red  wood,  cam  wood,  log  wood,  dye  woods  of  all 
kinds,  unmanufactured  woods  of  any  kind,  except 
rose  wood,  satin  wood,  and  mahogany,  whale  and 
other  fish  oils  of  American  fisheries,  and  all  other 
articles  the  produce  of  said  fisheries,  and  zinc;  and, 
also,  wool  unmanufactured,  the  value  whereof  at  the 
place  of  exportation,  shall  not  exceed  eight  cents 
per  pound:  Provided,  That  if  any  fine  wool  be  mixed 
with  dirt  or  other  material,  and  thus  be  reduced  in 
value  to  eight  cents  per  pound  or  under,  the  apprai- 
sers shall  appraise  said  wool  at  such  price  as  in  their 
opinion  it  would  have  cost  had  it  not  been  so  mixed, 
and  a duty  thereon  shall  be  charged  in  conformity 
with  such  appraisal:  And  provided  farther,  That  when 
wool  of  different  qualities  is  imported  in  the  same 
bale,  bag  or  package,  and  any  part  thereof  is  worth 
more  than  eight  cents  a pound  valued  as  aforesaid, 
that  part  shall  pay  a duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem:  Provided,  That  boards,  planks,  staves,  scant- 
ling, sawed  timber,  and  all  others  descriptions  of 
wood  which  shall  have  been  wrought  into  shapes  that 
fit  them  respectively  for  any  specific  and  permanent 
use,  without  further  manufacture,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  as  manufactured  wood. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  levied,  collected  and  paid  on  each  and  every  non- 
enumerated  article  which  bears  a similitude  either 
in  material,  quality,  texture,  or  the  use  to  which  it 
may  be  applied,  to  any  enumerated  article  chargea- 
ble with  duty,  the  same  rate  of  duty  which  is  levied 
and  charged  on  the  enumerated  article  which  it  most 
resembles  in  any  of  the  particulars  before  mention- 
ed; and  if  any  non-enumerated  article  equally  re- 
sembles two  or  more  enumerated  articles  on  which 
different  rates  of  duty  are  now  chargeable,  there 
shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  on  such  non-enu- 
merated article  the  same  rate  of  duty  as  is  chargea- 
ble on  the  article  which  it  resembles  paying  the 
highest  duty;  and  on  all  articles  manufactured  from  two 
or  more  materials,  the  duty  shall  be  assessed  at  the 
highest  rates  at  which  any  of  its  component  parts 
may  be  chargeable.  Provided,  That,  if  in  virtue  of 
this  section,  any  duty  exceeding  the  rate  of  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem  shall  be  levied  prior  to  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two, 
the  same  shall  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  disposition 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  as  provided  for 
by  an  act  passed  at  the  present  session  of  congress: 
And  provided  farther.  That  no  duty  higher  than  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem,  in  virtue  of  the  said  sec- 
tion, shall  be  levied  and  paid  on  any  unmanufactured 
article. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  drawbacks  payable 
on  exported  refined  sugars,  manufactured  from  fo- 
reign sugars,  and  on  exported  rum,  distilled  from 
foreign  molasses,  shall  be  reduced  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  which  shall  have  been  made  by  law 
(after  the  passage  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  the 
twenty-first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine, and  twenty-ninth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  allowing  said  drawbacks),  in  the 
duties  on  the  imported  sugars  or  molasses,  out  of 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  manufactured  or 
distilled  and  in  no  case  shall  the  drawbacks  exceed 
the  amount  of  import  duty  paid  on  either  of  those  ar- 
ticles. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  prior  to  the 
second  (hay  of  February  next  the  wines  of  France 
shall  not  be  subjected,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  any  existing  law,  to  the  payment  of  higher 
rates  of  duty  than  the  following,  namely:  on  red  wines 
in  casks  six  cents  a gallon;  white  wines  in  casks  ten 
cents  a gallon,  and  French  wines  of  all  sorts  in  bot- 
tles, twenty-two  cents  per  gallon:  Provided,  That  no 
higher  duty  shall  be  charged  under  this  act,  or  any 
existing  law,  on  the  red  wines  of  Austria,  than  are 
now  or  may  be  by  this  act,  levied  upon  the  red 
wines  of  Spain,  when  the  said  wines  are  imported  in 
casks. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  release  from  duty,  iron  prepared  for, 
and  actually  laid  on  railways  or  inclined  planes,” 
approved  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and 
there  shall  be  laid,  collected  and  paid  on  such  iron 
hereafter  imported  a duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem:  Provided,  That  such  repeal  shall  not  ope- 
rate, nor  shall  such  duties  be  imposed  on  any  rail 
road  iron  which  shall  be  imported  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  act  prior  to  the  third  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  laid  down  on 
any  rail  road  or  inclined  plane,  of  which  the  construc- 
tion has  been  already  commenced,  and  which  shall 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  apply  to  goods  shipped  in  a 
vessel  bound  to  any  port  of  the  United  States,  actu- 
ally having  left  her  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Goode  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  or 
parts  of  laws  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD, 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  September  11,  1841. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


REPORT 

OP  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES, 

In  complianoe  with  “an  act  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  additional  paymasters,  and  for  other  purposes,"  pass- 
ed July  4,  1836. 

Office  of  the  clerk  of  House  of  Reps,  of  the  U.  S. 

September  13,  1841. 

In  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  “act  to  au- 
thorise the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  passed  July  4,  1836,  which  re- 
quires “the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  publish  a state- 
ment of  all  appropriations  made  during  the  session; 
and,  also,  a statement  of  the  new  offices  created,  and 
the  salaries  of  each,  and  also  a statement  of  the  offices 
the  salaries  of  which  are  increased,  and  the  amount 
of  such  increase;”  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives submits  the  accompanying  statement. 

MW.  ST.  C.  CLARKE, 

Clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  1st  session 
of  the  21th  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
specifying  the  amount  and  object  of  each. 

FIRST  SESSION  TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

H.  R.  No.  1.  For  carrying  into  effect  an 
“act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harrison, 
widow  of  the  late  president  of  the  U. 

States  §25,000  00 

H.  R.  No.  2.  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  present  session  of  congress. 

For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  senate  for  the  present  session 
For  the  pay  of  the  chaplain  of  the  senate 
For  printing,  stationery  and  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  senate  for  the 
present  session 

For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  includ- 
ing five  hundred  dollars  to  the  chaplain, 
for  the  present  session  of  congress  256,600  00 
For  the  printing,  stationery  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives for  the  present  session 
For  the  supply  of  stationery  for  the  house 
of  representatives  for  the  second  ses- 
sion of  the  twenty-seventh  congress 
H.  R.  No.  5.  For  carrying  into  effect  an 
act  authorising  a loan  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  twelve  million  of  dollars  12,000  00 


68,541  60 
500  00 


20,000  00 


30,836  00 


15,000  00 


H.  R.  No.  6.  For  carrying  into  effect  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  navy 
pensions  139,666  06 

H.  R.  No.  7.  For  carrying  into  effect  an 
act  making  further  provision  for  the 
maintenance  of  pauper  lunatics  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  3,500  00 

H.  R.  No.  8.  An  act  making  appropria- 
t ions  for  various  fortifica  tions , for  ordnance , 
and  for-  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities. 

For  repairs  of  West-head  battery,  Gover- 
nor’s Island,  Boston  harbor  5,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Southeast  battery,  Gover- 
nor’s Island,  Boston  harbor  5,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Independence  and  sea- 
wall of  Castle  Island,  Boston  harbor  65,000  00 

For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor  105,000  00 

For  repairs  of  old  fort  at  New  Bedford 
harbor  5,000  00 

For  Fort  Adams,  Newport  harbor  45,000  00 

For  fortifications  in  N ew  London  harbor, 
rebuilding  of  Fort  Trumbull,  Conn.  35,000  00 
For  repairs  of  old  Fort  Griswold,  New 

London  harbor,  Connecticut  10,000  00 

For  completing  repairs  of  Fort  Niagara, 
and  erecting  and  repairing  necessary 
buildings  therein,  New  York  20,000  00 

For  completing  repairs  of  Fort  Ontario, 

Oswego,  New  York,  and  erecting  ne- 
cessary buildings  therein  15,000  00 

For  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York  harbor  70,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Wood  and  sea-wall, 

Bedlow’s  Island,  New  York  harbor  50,000  00 
For  permanent  walls  for  Fort  Columbus, 

Castle  William  and  South  battery,  Go- 
vernor’s Island,  New  York  harbor  12,000  00 

For  repairs  of  sea-wall  of  Castle  William 

and  other  parts  of  Governor’s  Island  7,000  00 
For  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river,  pro- 
vided the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island 
shall  be  decided  to  be  in  the  United 
States,  including  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund  January  one, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one  50,000  00 

For  repairing  forts  at  Annapolis  harbor, 

Marylffiid  5,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Washington,  Potomac 
river  35,000  00 

For  Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.  115,000  00 

For  repairs  of  forts  Gaswell  and  Johnson, 
and  preservation  of  the  site  of  the  for- 
mer, at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river, 

North  Carolina  5,000  00 

For  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  harbor,  S. 

Carolina  15,000  00 

For  commencing  dyke  to  Drunken  Dick 
shoal,  for  preservation  of  Sullivan’s  Is- 
land, and  site  of  F ort  Moultrie,  Charles- 
ton harbor,  South  Carolina  30,000  00 

For  Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah  river,  Georgia  35,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Marion,  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida  20,000  00 

For  continuing  sea-wall  at  St.  Augustine, 

Florida  5,000  00 

For  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  harbor,  Flo- 
rida 20,000  00 

For  Fort  Barrancas,  Pensacola,  Florida  45,000  00 

For  F ort  Morgan,  Mobile  Point,  Alabama  40,000  00 

For  F ort  Livingston,  Barratariabay,  Loui- 
siana 30,000  00 

For  repairs  of  other  forts  on  the  ap- 
proaches to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  50,000  00 

For  defensive  works,  and  barracks,  and 
purchase  of  site  at  or  near  Detroit,  Mi- 
chigan m 50,000  00 

For  purchase  of  site,  and  for  barracks 
and  defensive  works  at  or  near  Buffalo, 

New  York  50,000  00 

For  fortifications  at  the  outlet  of  Lake 

Champlain,  and  purchase  of  site  75,000  00 

For  defensive  works,  barracks  and  other 
necessary  buildings,  and  purchase  of 
site  for  a depot  at  or  near  the  junction 
of  the  Matawankeag  and  Penobscot  ri- 
vers, Maine  25,000  00 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications  15,000  00 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  repairs 
of  fortifications  55,000  00 

For  current  expenses  of  ordnance  service  25,000  00 
For  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordinance 
stores  75,000  00 

For  armament  of  fortifications  100,000  00 

For  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  brimstone  20,000  00 
For  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities,  viz: 

For  balance  required,  in  addition  to  tho 
sum  applicable  out  of  the  amount  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  of  con- 


19,388  02 


78,495  92 
440,040  00 

30,000  00 


40,000  00 


5,000  00 


gress,  for  arrearages  of  pay  due  Florida 
militia  called  into  service  by  the  gover- 
nor of  the  territory  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty 

For  arrearages  of  pay  due  Florida  militia, 
commanded  by  Brigadier  Gen.  Read, 
for  six  months  in  the  service  of  the  U. 

States,  commencing  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty,  and  terminat- 
ing April,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one  297,213  92 

For  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  a battalion 
of  Georgia  militia  for  service  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  and  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-one 
For  the  quartermaster’s  department,  the 
sum  of 

For  surveys  in  reference  to  the  military 
defences  of  the  frontier,  inland  and  At- 
lantic 

For  arrearages  due  for  roads,  harbors  and 
rivers, where  public  works  and  improve- 
ments have  hitherto  been  made,  and  for 
the  protection  of  public  property  now 
on  hand  at  these  places,  and  for  ar- 
rearages for  surveys  and  completing 
maps  authorised  by  the  act  of  March 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting 
a suitable  site  on  the  western  waters  for 
the  establishment  of  a national  armory, 
a sum  not  exceeding 

For  the  construction  or  armament  of  such 
armed  steamers  or  other  vessels  for  de- 
fence on  the  northwestern  lakes  as  the 
president  may  think  most  proper,  and 
as  may  be  authorised  by  the  existing 
stipulations  between  this  and  the  British 
government  100,000  00 

H.  R.  No.  9.  An  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  purchase  of  naval  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores,  ami  for  other  puiposes. 

For  the  purpose  of  purchasing  ordnance 
and  ordance  stores  for  the  use  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  600,000  00 

H.  R.  No.  10.  For  carrying  into  effect 
an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  pay, 
subsistence,  &c.  of  a home  squadron  789,310  00 
II.  R.  No.  17.  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  outfits  and  salaries  of  diplomatic 
agents,  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  outfits  of  ministers  to  Russia,  Spain, 

Mexico  and  Brazil,  and  of  charges  d’af- 
faires to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Sardinia, 

Naples,  Chili  and  Texas 
For  salaries  of  ministers  to  Spain  and  Bra- 
zil, for  the  residue  of  the  current  year 
For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  legation 
to  the  same  places 

Also,  so  much  as  maybe  necessary  to  pay, 
for  compensation,  to  the  clerks  and 
other  officers  in  tbe  service  of  the  two 
houses,  the  librarian  and  assistant  li- 
brarians of  congress,  the  gate-keeper 
and  lamplighter,  for  the  services  ren- 
dered by  them  during  the  present  ex- 
tra session,  three  months’  additional 
pay;  and  to  the  messengers,  assistant 
messengers,  pages  and  laborers  of  the 
two  houses  and  library  of  congress, 
and  to  the  hostler  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  the  usual  allowances 
made  at  the  close  of  each  session;  and 
to  each  of  the  police  of  the  capitol  the 
same  as  to  the  messengers,  to  be  paid 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee 
on  the  contingent  fund  of  each  house. 

And  the  regular  pay  of  the  messenger 
of  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate and  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives  shall  be  equal  to  the 
pay  of  any  other  permanent  messenger 
employed  in  the  capitol 
For  completing  the  contract  for  printing 
and  binding  the  catalogue  of  the  library 
H.  R.  No.  22.  For  carrying  into  effect 
an  act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Po- 
tomac bridge 

II.  R.  No.  29.  For  carrying  into  effect 
an  act  to  provide  for  placing  Green- 
ough’s  statue  of  Washington  in  the  ro- 
tundo  of  the  capitol,  and  for  expenses 
therein  mentioned 

H.  R.  No.  30.  For  carrying  into  effect 
an  act  making  provision  for  the  post  of- 
fice department 


63,000  00 
8,000  00 
1,800  00 


26,477  50 
273  00 


15,806  00 


20,100  00 


497,657  00 
§5,043,705  02 
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Bank  Items.  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
stock  is  selling  in  New  York  at  $6  00a6  25  and  the  notes 
of  the  bank  are  at  30  per  cent,  discount.  It  is  said  that 
the  whole  number  of  suits  brought  against  the  United 
States  bank  since  the  first  of  January,  in  the  present 
year,  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  judgments 
given  against  it,  in  the  last  nine  months,  in  the  district 
court  atone,  are  upwards  of  one  hundred,  for  various 
amounts,  varying  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Besides  these,  between  fifty  and  sixty 
judgments  have,  in  the  same  period,  been  given  against 
it,  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  various  amounts,  from 
ten  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  notes  of  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Canton,  Ohio,  were 
selling  at  Pittsburg  at  the  close  of  the  last  week,  at  25 
per  cent,  discount. 

The  German  bank  of  Worcester,  Ohio,  has  shut  up 
shop. 

The  annual  general  statement  of  the  Bank  of  Louisi- 
ana enumerates  among  the  losses  $174,722  from  the 
delinquencies  of  some  of  its  late  clerks,  who  have  ab- 
sconded. 

Boston  City  Debt,  amounts  to  $1,000,000.  This 
year  it  has  been  reduced  $34,000.  It  was  increased 
every  year  for  seventeen  years  before. 

Coal  Trade.  The  Miner’s  Journal  of  Saturday 
says:  “The  shipments  tnis  week,  including  Little  Schuyl- 
kill, amount  to  24,575  tons.  Total  this  season,  355,377 
tons.  The  amount  shipped  to  the  same  period  last 
year,  231,877  tons.  Excess  in  favor  of  1841,  73,500 
tons.’’ 

Cotton.  The  Liverpool  cotton  market  has  been  pre- 
vented from  feeling  the  impulse  which  the  favorable  re- 
sults in  the  grain  harvest  would  have  communicated,  by 
the  counteracting  misfortunes  that  have  overtaken  a 
number  of  the  heavy  dealers  and  manufactures.  Fai- 
lures to  a large  amount  have  taken  place  at  Manchester. 
Three  heavy  failures  also  occurred  at  Liverpool. 

Liverpool , Sept.  1.  Cotton  market  opened  with  con- 
siderable animation;  total  sales  5,000  bales  no  improve- 
ment in  prices. 

Sept.  3.  The  whole  import  of  cotton  into  Liverpool 

up  to  3d  September  952,679  bales 

Against  same  lime  1S40  1,199,072  “ 

Leaving  a decrease  of 
The  imports  of  American  this  year 
Against  same  time  1840 


246,393  “ 

765,062  bales 
1,056,506  “ 


Leaving  a decrease  of  291,444  “ 

The  stock  on  hand,  of  all  descriptions,  on  the  3d  Sept. 
1840  514,000  bales 

Do.  same  time,  1841  605,500  “ 


Increase  91,500  “ 

The  stock  on  hand  of  American,  on  the  3d  September, 
1841  468,500  bales 

Do.  same  time,  1840  450,000  “ 


Columbus  17;  New  Orleans  4g;  Mobile  9;  St.  Louis  10; 
Louisville  8§a9;  Cincinnati  8ja9;  Nashville  12j;  Illinois 
and  Missouri  10;  Michigan  60. 

Flour.  Prices  declined  in  all  our  Atlantic  markets, 
on  reception  of  intelligence  from  Europe,  that  they  were 
there  safely  harvesting  a fair  cro,».  At  New  York,  flour 
sold  from  the  20th  to  the  24th  at  $6  50,  and  $6  44,  and 
§6  37^,  and  $6  25;  but  buyers  were  cautious  at  those 
rates.  At  Baltimore  $6  12)  would  be  freely  taken.  The 
inspections  of  last  week  in  Baltimore  consisted  of  12,804 
bbls.  and  482  \ bbls.  this  week  13,384  bbls.  and  490  \ bbls. 

From  Rio  Janerio  we  learn  that  during  the  month  of 
July  16,938  barrels  of  flour  had  arrived  of  which  13,158 
were  from  the  United  States  and  the  remainder  from  Eu- 
rope. The  stock  on  hand  2d  August,  49,350  barrels,  ade- 
quate to  five  months  supply.  Baltimore  flour  is  quoted 
on  theSth  August  at  1311500;  Richmond  at  15al6||000. 

Liverpool , Sept.  2.  The  corn  average  proceeds  favor- 
ably for  the  speculators.  The  week  ending  Saturday 
shows  wheat  at  71s.  4d.  which  governs  the  duty  of  6s. 
8d.  on  foreign  corn.  Next  week  the  duty  will  certainly 
be  reduced  to  2s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  may  possibly  go 
to  Is.  If  the  average  of  this  week,  ending  Saturday  next, 
should  give  76s.  3d.  or  only  2d.  more  than  the  price  of 
of  last  week;  all  the  foieign  corn  now  in  bond  will  be 
cleared  for  consumption  at  the  lowest  rate  of  duty.  Is. 
per  quarter;  the  quantity,  including  flour,  will  be  about 
one  million  of  quarters. 

Glasgow.  By  a late  census  of  this  city,  the  population 
is  230,670;  in  1831,  when  the  previous  census  was  taken 
the  population  was  202,426.  This  shows  an  increase 
during  the  last  ten  years  of  76,250  persons,  which  is  a 
proportion  that  is  equalled  by  a very  few  cities  in  this 
country. 

Lafayette,  Lou.  During  the  week  ending  the  9th 
instant,  35  deaths  occurred,  of  which  28  were  of 
yellow  fever. 

McLeod.  A jury  has  been  drawn  for  the  circuit 
at  which  McLeod  is  to  be  tried.  The  court  meets 
on  Monday  next  the  27th  inst.  but  it  is  probable  that 
other  cases  will  first  be  disposed  of. 

The  Toronto  Colonist  says  that  a commission  is 
now  sitting  in  that  city,  taking  testimony  in  proof  of 
an  alibi,  to  be  read  at  the  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod. 

The  New  York  Post  says:  “Private  letters  by  the 
Caledonia  speak  favorably,  and,  apparently,  by  au- 
thority, as  to  an  amicable  termination  of  the  McLeod 
affair.  The  new  ministry  seem  properly  to  under- 
stand the  business,  and  we  have  it  from  an  undoubted 
source,  that  the  new  lord  chancellor  wholly  recog- 
nises the  right  of  our  state  to  try  McLeod,  and  take 
full  cognizance  of  the  transaction.” 

The  New  York  Express  says  that  the  lawyers  em- 
ployed in  this  case,  on  both  sides,  are  perfectly  sure 
of  winning  their  cases.  Willis  Hall,  in  behalf  of  the 
state,  is  said  to  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  evidence 
enough  to  convict  McLeod,  and  Joshua  Spencer, 
employed  in  the  defence,  is  certain  of  proving  an 
alibi. 


Increase  18,500  ‘‘ 

Deaths  during  the  last  week  in  Neio  York  213;  of 
which  28  by  cholera  infantum  and  27  of  consump- 
tion; in  Philadelphia,  111;  of  which  56  were  under 
two  years  of  age,  and  11  died  of  consumption;  in  Bal- 
timore, 45,  of  which  19  were  under  two  years  of  age; 
9 were  colored  persons,  all  free. 

The  Everglades.  The  Pay-hai-o-kee,  grass-water  of 
Everglades,  comprises  a large  portion  of  Southern  Flori- 
da; lying  south  of  the  27th  degree  of  latitude,  and  separ- 
ated from  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  a pine 
barren  varying  in  width  from  five  to  twenty  or  more 
miles.  There  are  a number  of  outlets  on  the  eastern  or 
Atlantic  coast,  while  on  the  western  or  Gulf  coast  there 
is  only  one,  now  named  after  its  navigator,  Harney  river. 
The  appearance  presented,  upon  entering  the  Ever- 
glades is  that  of  an  immense  prairie,  stretching  out  far- 
ther than  the  eye  can  reach,  covered  by  thick  saw  grass 
rising  six  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  it 
conceals;  the  monotony  varied  by  various  snake-like 
channels,  and  verdant  islands  scattered  lew  and  far 
between;  the  average  depth  of  the  water  over  the  whole 
extent,  is  from  two  to  four  feet,  the  channels  differ  in 
width  from  ten  to  twenty  feet,  and  in  some  places  we 
had  to  force  our  way  through  the  waving  saw  grass.— 
The  largest  islands  are  about  two  feet  above  the  usual 
water  level,  though  no  doubt  in  very  wet  seasons,  occa- 
sionally overflowed.  The  water  was  clear,  wholesome, 
and  even  where  no  current  was  perceptible,  there  was 
no  appearance  of  stagnation. 

Explosion  of  Brandy.  Some  negroes  went  into  the 
cellar  of  S.  Buford,  esq.  Williamson  county,  Tennessee, 
a few  days  since  to  stop  a leak  in  a barrel  of  brandy, 
and  whilst  searching  for  it  with  a candle,  the  flame 
came  in  contact  with  the  spirit  and  occasioned  an  explo- 
sion by  which  three  of  the  negroes  were  instantly  killed 
and  two  others  so  much  injured  that  they  expired  next 
day.  The  fire  communicated  to  the  house  but  it  was 
extinguished. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  England  lias  advanced  to 
9);  on  France  f'5.20;  Philadelphia  2J;  Baltimore  1 j1;  Rich- 
mond and  Washington  3)a3j;  North  Carolina  3ja4; 
Charleston  1);  Augusta  6al0;  Savannah  3;  Macon  and 


Bishop  Meade,  assistant  bishop  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  of  Virginia,  who  is  now  travelling 
in  England  is  expected  to  embark  from  England  on 
his  return  home  the  last  of  this  month — his  health 
not  materially  improved. 

Money  Market.  Bicknell’s  (Philadelphia)  Re- 
porter says:  “Money  continues  easy.  Most  of  the 
short  paper  of  a first  rate  kind  that  is  submitted  to 
the  banks,  is  readily  discounted:  we  have  plenty  of 
small  notes,  and  very  little  difficulty  is  experienced 
with  regard  to  change.  The  last  bank  veto  of  presi- 
dent Tyler  produced  but  little  effect  in  the  monetary 
circle.  §4,000,000  of  the  §12,000,000  loan  authoris- 
ed by  congress  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  the  remaining  §8,000,000  will  soon  be  placed  in 
the  market.  It  is  thought  however,  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  will  be  compelled  to  give  6 per 
cent,  per  annum  for  the  remainder.” 

• 

New  Orleans.  On  the  9th  inst.  40  deaths,  34  by 
yellow  fever;  10th,  39  deaths,  25  by  yellow  fever; 
11th,  44  deaths,  28  by  yellow  fever.  During  the 
week  ending  11th  instant  245  deaths,  164  by  yellow 
fever.  On  the  12th  and  13th  78  deaths,  of  which  57 
by  yellow  fever. 

Rail  Road  Items.  On  the22d  instant,  there  was 
to  be  a formal  opening  of  the  first  division  of  the 
New  York  and  Erie  rail  road,  a line  of  fifty  miles, 
extending  from  Piermont,  on  the  Hudson,  to  Goshen, 
in  Orange  county. 

The  receipts  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and 
Baltimore  rail  road  and  steamboat  lines,  for  the 
month  of  August,  amounted  to  §64,320. 

A rail  road  from  Quincy,  (the  granite  region),  to 
Boston,  is  in  contemplation.  A survey  of  the  route 
is  now  being  made.  It  is  proposed  to  terminate  it  at 
South  Boston  or  South  Cove,  as  may  be  thought  most 
expedient,  and  it  will  ultimately  no  doubt  be  ex- 
tended into  the  heart  of  the  old  colony. 

Steamboat  Items.  The  Plalte,  from  N.  Orleans 
for  St.  Louis,  with  a full  cargo,  struck  a snag  at  the 


head  of  Sliding  Island  on  the  7th  inst.  and  sunk  in  7 
feet  water;  the  boat  a total  loss — cargo  saved.  The 
“ Columbia  and  Green,"  Captain  Wendell,  says  the 
Col.  Adv.  accidentally  took  fire  and  burned  to  the 
water’s  edge.  The  officers  and  passengers  were  all 
saved  except  the  cook,  who  is  said  to  be  missing. — - 
This  splendid  steamer  was  built  expressly  to  facili- 
tate intercourse  between  the  west  and  east  shores  of 
the  great  Hudson,  and  had  not  been  more  than  a 
month  or  two  employed. 

Steam  Coach.  The  new  steam  coach  has  been 
again  tried  upon  common  roads  near  London  with 
complete  success,  having  run  at  the  rate  of  20  miles 
per  hour  with  16  passengers. 

Steam  Ship  Items.  The  Caledonia  made  her  pas- 
sage from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  in  11  days,  22  hours, 
and  to  Boston  in  13  days,  13  hours.  The  Acadia 
which  left  Halifax  on  the  18th  ult.  reached  Liver- 
pool in  9 days  and  15  hours.  The  Britannia  left  Bos- 
ton on  the  16th  inst.  for  Liverpool  with  only  19  pas- 
sengers for  Liverpool  and  14  for  Halifax. 

Cunard  Steamers.  The  Boston  Transcript  says  an 
additional  number  of  steamers  are  already  built  for 
the  Cunard  line,  and  that,  early  in  the  spring,  they 
will  commence  running,  so  that  a boat  will  leave  Li- 
verpool and  Boston  every  week,  thus  establishing  a 
weekly  intercourse  with  Europe. 

Russian  steamers.  We  learn  that  in  a short  time 
the  merchants  of  St.  Petersburg!!  will  have  a direct 
line  of  steam  communication,  via  the  North  of  Ger- 
many, Yarmouth,  and  this  city,  with  New  York. 

[Bristol  ( Eng.)  Standard. 

British  steamers.  Another  of  those  majestic  steam- 
ships for  carrying  the  West  India  mails  was  brought 
into  the  Mersey  on  Thursday  afternoon.  Captain 
Fayrer  went  out  to  meet  her  as  far  as  the  northwest 
floating  light,  and  assisted  in  conducting  her  into  the 
river.  She  is  to  receive  her  engines  here.  Her  ton- 
nage is  about  the  same  as  the  Forth,  which  Captain 
Fayrer  is  to  command;  but  upon  the  whole  we  con- 
sider her  a much  finer  vessel,  at  least  in  appearance. 
She  was  built  in  Isle  of  Wight,  by  that  eminent  ship 
builder,  Mr.  White,  who  came  in  her.  She  is  called 
the  Medina,  and  is  now  lying  in  the  Coburg  dock. 

[Ib. 

Tobacco.  The  inspections  last  week  at  Baltimore 
consisted  of  1,0S6  Maryland,  459  Ohio,  21  Virginia 
and  2 Kentucky.  Prices  remain  as  last  quoted,  600 
hhds.  Maryland  sold  at  fair  prices. 

Samuf.l  Welles,  esq.  the  American  banker  in  Paris. 
By  the  Caledonia  we  have  received  the  melancholy 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  Samuel  Welles,  the  Ame- 
rican banker  in  Paris. 

Many  will  deplore  the  sudden  removal  of  Mr  .Welles, 
for  few  men  were  better  known  to  his  countrymen, 
for  generous  hospitality  and  amenity  of  charac- 
ter than  this  distinguished  self-made  “Yankee  boy.” 
Mr.  W.  was  a native  of  Boston,  and  possessed  all  the 
characteristics  of  a regular  “Bosting  boy.”  He  was 
active,  shrewd,  intelligent,  honorable  and  generous 
to  all  his  countrymen  that  visited  Paris.  He  was 
also  a great  patron  of  the  arts.  He  had  resided 
many  years  at  Paris,  and  lias  left  a large  fortune  be- 
hind him  to  Mrs.  W.  and  an  only  son,  who  is  now 
ten  or  twelve  years  of  age.  Mrs.  W.  is  also  a native 
of  Boston  or  that  neighborhood,  and  is  a most  ac- 
complished woman,  with  a remarkable  talent  for 
business  and  society. 

Mr.  W.  died  at  his  beautiful  chateau,  or  villa,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Seine,  between  St.  Cloud  and  Neuil- 
ly,  about  five  miles  from  Paris,  and  where,  during 
our  last  visit  to  Europe,,  we  spent  a most  delightful 
and  charming  day.  The  banking  house  and  business 
will  be  continued,  we  learn  under  the  same  names 
and  auspices  as  formerly.  Mrs.  Welles  is  herself 
well  informed  and  ready  in  all  the  complications  of 
financial  operations — and  is  quite  as  capable  of  su- 
perintending its  movements  as  the  famous  duchess  of 
St.  Albans,  (Mrs.  Coutts),  who  managed  the  banking 
house  of  Coutts  & Co.  London,  after  the  death  of  old 
Mr.  Coutts.  During  the  revulsion  in  the  American 
trade  in  1837,  to  Mrs.  Welles’  tact  and  talent  in  ne- 
gociation  was  the  house  indebted  for  being  able  to 
withstand  that  hurricane  that  broke  down  so  many 
large  houses  in  France  and  England.  She  went  her- 
self to  the  Bank  of  France  in  person,  and  conducted 
an  immense  negotiation — and  then  went  over  to 
London  and  performed  a similar  one  with  the  Bank 
of  England.  In  short,  Mrs.  W.  is  a credit  and  honor 
to  the  land  of  her  nativity,  old  Massachusetts;  and  pre- 
sents a fine  specimen  that  it  takes  a “Yankee  gal” 
abroad  to  surpass  the  cuteuess  and  talent  of  a “Yan- 
kee boy.”  [Ally  York  Herald. 

Wheat.  Suddenly  went  down  from  130al40,  to 
120al25  in  the  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Alexan- 
dria markets,  on  reception  of  information  from  Eng- 
land that  their  crop  would  be  safely  harvested. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Census.  Cruiksharik’s  amusing  “Omnibus” 
makes  the  following  remarks  upon  the  late  English 
census,  in  which  the  ages  are  returned  for  the  periods 
of  five  years: 

“Ladies  of  a very  certain  age  bridled  up  at  being 
obliged  to  tell  the  number  of  summers  that  had  pass- 
ed over  their  heads,  notwithstanding  the  loophole  of 

1 year®  which  the  gallantry  of  the  commis-  J Prince  Metternich  (the  intelligent  premier  of  Aus- 
ers  allowed  them.  Elderly  gentlemen  also,  whn  Urin'i  w \r  . 


the 

sioners 

wore  dark  wigs  that  like  those  auricular  tell  tales  of 
the  ci-devant  jeune  homme  the  ears,  inwardly  execrat- 
ed the  system  of  exposure  to  which  the  census  paper 
gave  rise,  and  willingly  ran  the  risk  of  a fine  “not 
more  than  five  pounds,  nor  less  than  forty  shillings,” 
rather  than  be  classed  as  old  bachelors.  From  re- 
turns into  which  the  commissioners  have  allowed 
us  to  peep,  it  appears  that  of  the  middle  aged  po 


applied  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand  to  his  proboscis, 
and  in  this  graceful  attitude  received  several  volleys 
of  hisses,  groans  and  yells.)  He  continued — notwith- 
standing you  scum  of  the  factory  infant  school,  won’t 
let  me  speak,  I hope  they’ll  let  off  some  squib  to 
celebrate  our  triumph,  and  I hope  they  will  explode. 
(Here  a rotten  egg  whizJed  past  his  head.)  Ah!  ah! 
that’s  a shot  from  Shrewsbury.  I hope  you’ll  have 
better  manners  before  going  to  the  polls,  which  I 
much  doubt  and  so  good  night.  Having  concluded 
this  elegant  harangue,  he  disappeared  with  the  ut- 
most celerity. 

FRANCE. 

Taking  the  Census.  France  is  now  in  a singular 
situation  owing  to  the  obnoxious  fiscal  census.  The 
foreign  tourist  can  scarcely  take  any  direction  in 
which  he  may  not  get  into  the  midst  of  all-popular 
riots.  Sanguinary  scenes  occur  in  the  north,  at  Lille, 
for  instance,  as  well  as  in  the  other  divisions  of  the 
realm.  The  army — horse,  foot  and  artillery — may 
be  said  to  be  chiefly  employed  in  supporting  the  re- 
gisters and  assessors,  who,  after  all,  can  accomplish 
their  dangerous  task  in  a very  imperfect  manner  and 
limited  extent.  Every  kind  of  deception  and  trick 
has  been  practised  by  revolutionary  emissaries  on  the 
poorer  and  more  ignorant  classes  in  the  south  and 
west,  particularly  to  produce  the  impression,  which 
the  government  cannot  soon  efface,  that  they  are  to 
be  mercilessly  taxed  in  every  article  of  furniture, 
trade,  apparel,  husbandry,  whateveris  by  any  possi- 
bility susceptible  of  valuation  and  seizure. 

CANTON. 

The  Barque  Florida,  Capt.  Foucon,  from  Can- 
ton for  New  York,  with  a full  cargo  of  silks,  tea,  sil- 
ver, China  ware,  &c.  went  ashore  on  the  Brigantine 
shoals  near  Absecom  beach  on  the  22d  inst.  and  is 
said  to  be  a total  loss,  vessel  and  cargo — the  latter 
valued  at  $200,000,  mostly  insured  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia. 

The  Florida  sailed  from  Canton  on  the  19th  May. 
Rather  more  excitement  prevailed,  and  preparations 
for  hostility  were  progressing.  The  destruction  of 
Canton  by  Captain  Elliot  was  apprehended,  and  bu- 
siness men  were  leaving  there. 

PALESTINE. 

A Project.  The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  states  in  one  of  his  letters,  that 


Elderly  gentlemen  also,  who  ; tria),  has  determined  if  possible,  to  constitute 

Christian  kingdom  out  of  Palestine;  of  which  Jerusa- 
lem is,  of  course,  to  be  the  seat  of  government.  Such 
an  idea,  observes  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle,  will  cause 
a thrill  through  every  true  Christian’s  heart  through- 
out the  world.  What  memories  and  what  associa- 
tions gather  round  that  Holy  Land!  City  of  David 
and  of  Solomon!  There  are  the  tombs  of  the  prophets. 
There  are  the  birth-places  of  the  purest  of  the  poets 


pulation  of  these  kingdoms,  one  in  three  has  grown  ! LiLLTwi^ e are  the  battle 

I™  ?earj°U1Fr  SlnCC  ^ °f  the  l3St  Census; ! fields  of  the  Assyrian  and  Babylonian,  of  Persian  and 
one  in  seven  two  years  younger;  one  m twelve  re-  j of  Mede,  of  Jew  and  Gentile/  There  is  Pisgah  and 
mams  of  the  same  age;  one  in  thirty-eight  is  five  Sinai,  and  Lebanon.  There  is  Bethelem  and  Cafva- 
years  older  than  at  the  period  referred  to;  and  one  in  ! ry— scenes  of  history,  of  suffering  and  glory!  Time 
Sww  T ,atftalned  the  ful1  age  that  has  long  since  reduced  its  palaces  to  ruins.  Rude 

wf  hi  pvp  h h/c  Wn  h ud  H°m  the,  apsj  °f  Jears-  and  profane  usurpers  have  had  the  holy  places;  but, 
e believe  it  has  been  distinctly  ascertained  by  these  I dear  to  every  devout  heart  in  every  land  is  Jerusalem 

Llr/n  this  counTr/fs  If  tiTaTer^eTs “Tm  i ^ f°Untain  °f  Hght’  °nC6  t0mb  °f  the  Savi°Ur!  ’ 

The  widows  willing  to  marry  again  are  quite  juve-  I Interesting  to  Israelites.  At  the  request  of  a 
nile;  and  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  many  are  ' larSe  bo(1y  of  Israelites  we  give  place  to  the  follow- 
younger  now,  as  widows,  than  they  appear  to  be  in  inS  translation  of  the  firman  granted  by  his  imperial 
the  previous  return  as  wives.  Indeed,  the  effect  of  “ajfsty,  the  sultan  Abd-ul  Medjid,  to  the  Israelites 
the  whole  calculation  is  to  show,  perhaps,  a compli-  ' *n  b‘s  empire,  at  the  requestor  sir  Moses  Montefiore, 
ment  to  our  young  queen,  that  her  subjects  are  the  R-  S-  and  delivered  to  him  at  Constantinople,  by 
most  decidedly  juvenile  people  in  Christendom.”  I b*s  exceller.cy,  Redschid  pasha,  minister  of  foreign 
AKFirmou  ryT  . „ (affairs  to  the  Ottoman  porte,  11th  Chesvan  5601— 

The  Chronicle  she'”,  a£'f™ 'e 1 6 fS  jj}T’  “*  "NTIfK 

at  the  head  of  which  his  imperial  majesty , the  sultan , 
has  written  with  his  own  hand  the  following  words: 
uLet  that  be  executed  which  is  prescribed  in  this  fir- 
man.” 


novelist  and  legislator:  Ironical  laughter  now  rose  to 
such  pitch,  that  the  speaker  quite  lost  his  temper 
and  he  exclaimed,  oh,  you  brawling  hoys,  you  are 
very  young  and  very  silly.  I hope  your  mother 
knows  you  are  out.  (“You  go  to  Maidstone.”)  I 
suppose  you  come  from  Marshall’s  factory  school. 


*•  *- werc 

??"  J?un6  wb?*  , blood  «i  their  feast  of  the  poorer. 


“An  ancient  prejudice  prevailed  against  the  Jews, 
jnorant  believed  that  the  Jews  were  accustom- 
sacrifice  a human  being,  to  make  use  of  his 


o\f Um!  ,ide(aRofes^efn?°a  Totl  °L I “In  co,lsecluence  of  this‘  opinion,  the  Jews  of  Da- 

(Here  to  show  how  hChlffi/f  La  friShtens  you.  mascus  and  Rhodes,  (who  are  the  subjects  of  our  r 0 

tleman,”  Mr.  D’l  n hirer]  HK  '' as  a £en*  empire),  have  been  persecuted  by  other  nations.  The  church,  which  is  in  fact  the  established  religion  of  the 
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and  the  vexations  to  which  they  have  been  subject- 
ed have  at  last  reached  our  imperial  throne. 

“But  a short  time  has  elapsed  since  some  Jews, 
dwelling  in  the  Isle  of  Rhodes,  have  been  brought 
thence  to  Constantinople,  where  they  have  been  tried 
and  judged  according  to  the  new  regulations,  and 
their  innocence  of  the  accusations  made  against  them 
fully  proved.  That,  therefore,  which  justice  and 
equity  required  has  been  done  in  their  behalf. 

“Besides  which,  the  religious  books  of  the  He- 
brews have  been  examined  by  learned  men,  well 
versed  in  their  theological  literature,  the  result  of 
which  examination  is,  that  it  is  found  that  the  Jews 
are  strongly  prohibited  not  only  from  using  human 
blood,  but  even  that  of  animals.  It  therefore  follows 
that  the  charges  made  against  them  and  their  religion 
are  nothing  hut  pure  calumnies. 

“For  this  reason,  and  for  the  love  we  bear  to  our 
subjects,  we  cannot  permit  the  Jewish  nation,  (whose 
innocence  of  the  crime  alledged  against  them  is  evi- 
dent), to  be  vexed  and  tormented  upon  accusations 
which  have  not  the  least  foundation  in  truth,  but  that, 
in  conformity  to  the  hatti  scherif  which  had  been 
proclaimed  at  Gulhane,  the  Jewish  nation  shall  pos- 
sess the  same  advantages  and  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
leges as  are  granted  to  the  numerous  other  nations 
who  submit  to  our  authority. 

“The  Jewish  nation  shall  be  protected  and  defend- 
ed. 

“To  accomplish  this  object  we  have  given  the  most 
positive  orders  that  the  Jewish  nation  dwelling  in  all 
parts  of  our  empire,  shall  be  perfectly  protected  as 
well  as  all  other  subjects  of  the  sublime  porte,  and 
that  no  person  shall  molest  them  in  any  manner 
whatever,  (except  for  a just  cause),  neither  in  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religion,  nor  in  that  which  concerns 
their  safety  and  tranquillity.  In  consequence,  the 
present  firman,  which  is  ornamented  at  the  head  with 
our  ‘hoomaioon,’  (sige  manual),  and  emanates  from 
our  imperial  chonuellere,  has  been  delivered  to  the 
Israelitish  nation. 

“Thus  you,  the  above  mentioned  judge,  when  you 
know  the  contents  of  this  firman,  will  endeavor  to 
act  with  great  care  in  the  manner  therein  prescribed. 
And  in  order  that  nothing  may  be  done  in  opposition 
to  this  finnan  at  any  time  hereafter,  you  will  register 
it  in  the  archives  of  the  tribunal;  you  will  afterwards 
deliver  it  to  the  Israelitish  nation;  and  you  will  take 
great  care  to  execute  our  orders  and  this  our  sovereign 
will. 

“Given  at  Constantinople,  the  12th  Ramazan,  1256, 
6th  of  November,  1840.” 

GERMANY. 

New  German  Coinage.  Every  traveller  in  Ger- 
many has  experienced  great  inconvenience  from  the 
multiplicity  of  small  sovereign  states  each  exercising 
the  power  of  coining  money,  and  the  consequent  dif- 
ficulty of  determining  the  comparative  value  of  their 
separate  coins.  These  several  states  have  recently 
entered  into  an  arrangement  which  obviates  all  diffi- 
culty. On  the  face  of  each  new  coin  is  the  medal- 
lion profile  of  the  sovereign  prince  by  whom  it  is  is- 
sued, and  on  the  reverse,  surmounted  by  a crown,  is 
a shield  containing  in  separate  compartments  the 
armorial  bearings  of  the  several  states,  parties  to 
the  confederation.  We  have  before  us  a Prussian 
silver  piece  of  the  new  coinage.  It  is  of  the  value 
of  two  thalers  or  $1  45),  but  passes  we  believe  for 
$1  50,  and  in  beauty  of  execution  it  fully  equals  the 
silver  coinage  of  England  or  France. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Religions  of  Russia.  We  learn  from  one 
of  the  foreign  quarterlies,  that  according  to  the  late 
official  returns,  the  Catholics  of  Russia  amount  to 
202,508.  They  possess  61  convents,  containing  1,894 
monks;  51  nunneries,  containing  660  nuns;  1 231 
churches  and  1,176  chapels.  The  Armenians  pos- 
sess 619  churches  and  310  chapels,  to  which  are  at- 
tached 1,307  priests;  40  convents,  containing  133 
monks  and  31  nuns.  The  Lutherans  have  902 
churches,  to  which  484  priests  are  attached.  The 
Jews  have  586  synagogues  and  2,377  temples  to  which 
955  rabbis  and  2,097  elders  are  attached.  The  Ma- 
homedans  have  5,296  mosques,  and  14,517  priests. 
The  Calmues  have  76  temples  for  the  worship  of 
Buddhism.  There  are  no  less  than  45,354,000  of 
the  Russians,  who  profess  the  religion  of  the  Greek 


60 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  2,  1841— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


BUENOS  AYRES. 

The  bark  Smyrna,  captain  Day,  brings  dates  from 
Buenos  Ayres  to  July  4th.  The  news  of  the  presi- 
dent’s death  arrived  there  on  the  26th  June,  and  ap- 
propriate measures  were  taken  by  the  Americans  to 
testify  their  respect  for  his  character,  and  regret  for 
his  death. 

An  engagement  was  daily  expected  between  the 
squadrons  of  Admiral  Brown  and  Commodore  Coe,  in 
fact,  Capt.  Day  heard  a heavy  cannonading  the  day 
after  he  left  port,  from  which  he  concluded  that  the 
engagement  had  taken  place. 

The  accounts  from  the  interior  state  that  the  anti- 
cipated engagement  between  Lavalle  and  La  Madrid, 
is  not  likely  to  be  realized,  great  defections  taking 
place  in  the  forces  of  the  former.  Of  other  news  there 
is  nothing  of  importance. 

SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

Affray.  By  a late  arrival  accounts  have  been 
received  at  Boston  of  an  outrage  attempted  by  the 
British  consul,  at  Honolulu,  on  the  editor  of  the  Poly- 
nesian. Mr.  Jarvis,  a Bostonian.  The  cause  of  the 
attack  was  the  publication  of  certain  correspondence 
between  the  governor  of  the  island  and  the  consul. 
In  order  to  punish  the  editor,  the  consul,  accompa- 
nied by  a man  named  Starkey,  went  to  his  house  to 
horsewhip  him;  but  it  happened  that  a friend  of  Mr. 
Jarvis,  just  arrived  from  the  United  States,  was  at 
his  house,  and  he,  being  almost  as  stout  and  strong 
as  Mr.  Charlton,  immediately  grappled  with  the 
latter,  while  Starkey  attacked  Mr.  Jarvis.  Mrs.  J. 
brought  her  husband  his  cane,  with  which  he  punish- 
ed his  assailant  handsomely;  and  the  consul,  faring 
no  better  in  his  conflict  with  the  stranger,  made  the 
best  of  his  way  out  of  the  house,  leaving  Starkey  to 
his  fate. 

Both  were  subsequently  brought  before  the  civil 
authorities,  and  fined  for  the  assault. 

The  outrage  produced  the  greatest  excitement 
among  all  clases  and  complexions.  A public  meet- 
ing of  all  the  foreigners  was  called,  at  which  several 
Englishmen  took  a part,  and  resolutions  were  passed 
expressive  of  the  indignation  of  the  meeting  and  the 
foreign  community,  at  the  conduct  of  the  consul  and 
his  associate,  in  the  outrage,  and  the  doings  were 
published  in  the  Polynesian. 

Christianity  in  the  Islands.  Forty  men  and 
forty  women  are  now  added  to  the  mission  from 
abroad,  and  employed  in  the  missionary  labor. 

Ten  thousand  copies  of  the  Bible,  are  printed  ill 
their  own  language, and  distributed  amongthe natives 
of  the  Island.  Marriage  ceremr  nies  are  introduced — 
intemperance  checks,  and  laws  promulgated — sohools 
and  churches  are  established,  and  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts  flourish. 

The  distilleries  are  all  stopped.  The  government  is 
modified  from  an  absolute  despotism  to  a limited  mon- 
archy. The  laws  are  published  and  read,  and  the 
rights  of  the  people  understood  and  protected — vi- 
cious and  districtive  amusements  are  abandoned, 
and  the  Christian  Sabbath  is  more  fully  observed  in 
this,  than  any  other  country. 

Poverty  has  given  place  to  riches,  and  the  open 
pastures  every  where  laugh  with  fatness.  Two  thou- 
sand hogsheads  of  sugar  have  been  produced,  and  silk, 
to  which  the  climate  is  peculiarly  adapted,  will  soon 
become  a staple  of  the  island. 

The  present  monarch  is  a gentleman,  but  not  a 
Christian.  He  plays  billards  and  drinks  moderately — 
converses  well,  and  is  intelligent.  One  of  the  churches 
is  196  feet  long  and  62  broad;  and  and  on  the  Sabbath, 
may  be  seen  filled  with  Sandwich  Islanders,  who  are 
well  dressed,  reading  the  scriptures  in  their  own  na- 
tive language — taking  notes  from  the  sermon,  and 
sinking  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  in  tunes  imported 
from  the  United  States. 

The  language  is  smooth,  soft  and  musical — ’tis  the 
language  of  love.  Thirty  thousand  of  the  inhabitants 
can  read.  Fifteen  thousand  attend  schools,  of  which 
there  are  boarding  schools  and  high  schools,  and 
schools  for  the  children  of  the  chiefs,  where  they  are 
taught  in  English  and  their  native  language.  There 
is  a missionary  seminary  where  the  arts  and  sciences 
are  taught. 

There  are  nineteen  churches,  in  which  20,000  per- 
sons assemble  weekly  for  divine  service. 


WEST  INDIES. 

Cuba  Coal.  The  coal  raised  from  the  mine  disco- 
vered about  a year  ago,  about  six  miles  from  Havana, 
has  been  tried  by  the  Spanish  steam  frigates,  and  pro- 
nounced by  the  engineers  to  be  excellent  in  quality — 
superior  to  the  best  English. — Analysis  shows  the 
coal  to  consist  of  the  following  parts:— 

Carbon,  71.74 

Oxygen,  6.32 

Hydrogen,  3.44 

Ashes,  13.50 


100,00 


The  rail  road  from  the  port  to  the  mine  is  in  rapid 
progress  towards  completion.  As  the  bed  is  believed 
to  be  very  extensive,  the  enterprising  proprietors  an- 
ticipate handsome  profits  on  their  outlay  whenever 
the  West  India  steamers  shall  regularly  call  at  Ha- 
vana for  a supply  of  fuel. 

MEXICO  AND  YUCATAN. 

Another  revolution  has  broken  out,  and  Santa 
Ana  is  again  in  the  field. 

The  New  York  Herald  of  the  29th  contains  Mexi- 
can dates  to  the  27th  August,  and  Yucatan  to  the  1st 
September. 

On  the  18th  August  Guadalaxara,  in  Mexico,  un- 
der the  command  of  Gen.  Paredes,  proclaimed  for 
the  abolition  of  the  15  per  cent,  duty,  which  had  been 
recently  levied  by  government,  and  in  favor  of  a con- 
gress to  be  elected  by  the  people.  This  created  a 
great  deal  of  excitement.  The  news  of  this  outbreak 
reached  Vera  Cruz  on  the  24th  ult.  and  Santa  Ana 
immediately  proclaimed  in  favor  of  the  same  mea- 
sures. He  despatched  troops  on  the  25th  to  occupy 
the  principal  castles  and  forts  between  V era  Cruz  and 
the  city  of  Mexico. 

On  the  26th  Vera  Cruz  also  declared  for  the  revo- 
lution. On  the  same  afternoon  Santa  Ana,  who  had 
about  2,000  troops  under  his  command,  sent  off  a suf- 
ficient number  to  take  possession  of  Perote,  a castle 
which  commands  the  communication  between  the 
city  of  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz.  They  reached  there 
on  the  27th,  just  as  the  English  mail  was  leaving.  As 
soon  as  the  general  of  Puebla  heard  of  what  had 
happened  he  despatched  three  hundred  horse  to  the 
assistance  of  Perote,  but  Santa  Ana  had  possession 
before  these  troops  arrived  within  six  leagues  of  the 
place. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  congress  of  Yucatan  met,  and 
no  doubt,  declared  that  province  entirely  free,  inde- 
pendent, and  a distinct  country  from  Mexico,  as  all 
the  members  of  the  congress  elected,  belong  to  the 
party  of  separation. 

Colonel  Paraza  was  sent  by  the  Yutacan  govern- 
ment on  the  28th  ult.  as  commissioner  to  Texas,  re- 
lative to  the  mutual  defence  of  the  two  republics 
against  the  fleet  which  Mexico  is  now  preparing  for 
the  blockade  of  their  coast.  Of  this  fleet  two  iron 
steamers  are  building  in  England,  to  be  ready  next 
January,  and  two  schooners  at  Brown  & Bell’s  yard, 
New  York,  to  be  ready  in  sixty  days.  And  that  go- 
vernment recently  purchased  a fine  Spanish  brig  at 
Vera  Cruz,  which  is  now  ready  for  service.  How 
long  will  this  fleet  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mexicans? 

TEXAS. 

Public  Debt. — The  whole  amount  of  the  national 
liabilities  of  Texas,  independent  of  the  bonds  sold  by 
the  loan  commissioners,  is,  as  far  as  the  Austin  City 
Gazette  can  glean  from  the  records  of  the  different 
offices,  in  item  and  amount  as  follows: — 

Audited  drafts  funded,  $795,351  68 

Promissory  notes  funded,  previous  to  the 

1st  July,  1840,  in  ten  per  cent,  fund,  781,379  00 

Land  scrip  funded,  80,348  32 

Eight  per  cent,  bonds,  849,900  00 

Promissory  notes,  2,944,988  62 

Navy  drafts,  115,000  00 

Interest  on  10  per  cent,  funded  debt  to 

1st  November,  1841,  188,658  05 

Interest  on  8 per  cent,  bonds  to  1st  No- 
vember, 1841,  71,392  00 


$5,827,009  67 

A pretty  heavy  debt  for  a population  of  150,000 
inhabitants. 

Important  to  Emigrants.  We  have  been  fa- 
vored by  a friend  with  a copy  of  the  “Austin  City 
Gazette,”  containing  “an  act  granting  land  to  emi- 
grants,” a short  abstract  of  the  provisions  of  which, 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  our  readers,  especially 
those  preparing  to  emigrate  to  that  country: 

Sec.  1.  provides  that  each  head  of  a family,  (be- 
ing a free  white  person)  who  has  emigrated  to  Texas 
since  January  1,  1840,  or  may  do  so  previous  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1842,  with  his  family,  shall  be  entitled  to  640 
acres  of  land — provided,  he  settle  and  actually  reside 
on  the  same  for  three  years — cultivate  not  less  than  ten 
acres — and  have  it  surveyed,  and  plainly  marked  so  as 
to  include  his  improvements. 

Sec.  2.  grants  to  each  single  man  over  seventeen 
years  of  age,  320  acres  of  land  on  the  same  condi- 
tions. 

Sec.  3.  provides  that  a patent  shall  not  issue,  until 
the  settler  has  shown  by  the  certificate  of  the  chief 
justice  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  that  he 
has  proved  by  two  good  witnesses,  that  he  has  com- 
plied with  this  act,  made  oath  to  the  same  him- 
self; and  also  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  re- 
public. 

Sections  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13,  autho- 
rise the  president  to  make  a contract  with  certain  in- 


dividuals named  in  the  act,  for  the  purpose  of  colo- 
nizing and  settling  a portion  of  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated land  of  the  republic,  and  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  the  contract  shall  be  carried  into 
effect.  The  first  three  sections,  contain  all  that  is  of 
interest  to  the  general  reader,  and  emigrants  who  go 
on  their  own  account.  Those  who  go  under  the  pro- 
tection and  care  of  contractors  will  learn  of  them  the 
various  conditions  required. 

Indian  War.  The  following  is  from  the  Ozark 
Eagle,  printed  at  Springfield,  Green  county,  Mo. 

By  a gentleman  just  from  the  Osage  nation,  we  are 
put  in  possession  of  the  following  "letter  from  Mr. 
Calloway,  sub-agent  for  the  Osages.  The  letter  is 
addressed  to  the  editors  of  the  Houston  (Texas)  Te- 
legraph, and  is  published  in  this  paper  at  the  request 
of  the  writer,  thinking  that  by  that  means  the  infor- 
mation contained  therein  would  reach  the  frontiers  of 
Texas  sooner  than  through  the  medium  of  the  papers 
of  that  country,  and  thus  warn  them  of  their  danger: 
Osage  Nation,  Hug.  23. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Houston  Telegraph: 

Gentlemen:  The  Osage  people  have  not  long  since 
returned  from  their  summer’s  hunt  on  the  south- 
western part  of  the  Grand  Prairie,  bringing  with 
them  two  white  persons  which  they  purchased  from 
the  Cumanche  Indians  while  out:  one  a young  Span- 
ish woman,  the  other  a girl  of  nine  or  ten  years  old, 
said  to  have  been  taken  from  the  people  of  Texas. 
The  Osages  says  these  people  have  many  white  pri- 
soners among  them.  They  say  further  that  the  Cu- 
manches  are  only  waiting  for  the  leaves  to  fall  from 
trees,  to  make  a general  attack  upon  the  whole’fron- 
tier  of  Texas.  Propositions  were  made  for  the  Osa- 
ges to  send  them  four  hundred  warriors,  which  the 
Osages  refused  on  account  of  their  friendship  for 
white  people.  A pipe  has  been  sent  to  many,  if  not 
all  the  tribes  on  this  side  of  the  mountains.  How 
far  they  may  succeed  time  will  show  alone.  They 
have  appointed  a place  of  general  rendezvous  some- 
where not  far  from  you,  but  of  what  precise  place,  I 
am  unable  to  learn  from  the  Osages. 

The  fall  season  is  close  at  hand,  and  fearing  you 
might  not  be  apprised  of  these  movements,  has  in- 
duced me  to  give  you  this  statement,  which  I now 
have  from  the  Osage  people.  I am,  with  much  re- 
spect, R.  A.  CALLOWAY, 

Snb-agcnt  for  Osages. 

Another  gentleman  from  the  same  place  informs  me 
that  he  conversed  with  an  Osage  chief  on  this  subject, 
who  informed  him  that  there  was  no  doubt  about  the 
intentions  of  the  Cumanches.  They  had  sent  a pipe 
to  all  the  adjoining  tribes  and  solicited  their  co-ope- 
ration; many  of  whom  had  acceded  to  the  proposition. 
He  also  told  our  informant  that  the  Cumanches  had 
procured  the  aid  of  a tribe  or  band  of  men  who  were 
not  Indians,  amounting  to  several  hundred.  From  the 
description  given,  our  informant  supposes  them  to  be 
either  Spaniards  or  Mexicans.  The  Cumanches  are 
reported  to  have  some  75  or  100  white  children  with 
them,  of  whom  they  make  servants. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS, 


OFFICIAL. 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  that  sundry  secret 
lodges,  clubs  or  associations  exist  on  the  northern 
frontier;  that  the  members  of  these  lodges  are  bound 
together  by  secret  oaths;  that  they  have  collected 
fire-arms  and  other  military  materials,  and  secreted 
them  in  sundry  places;  and  that  it  is  their  purpose  to 
violate  the  laws  of  their  country  by  making  military 
and  lawless  incursions,  when  opportunity  shall  offer, 
into  the  territories  of  a power  with  which  the  United 
States  are  at  peace;  and  whereas  it  is  known  that 
travelling  agitators,  from  both  sides  of  the  line,  visit 
these  lodges,  and  harangue  the  members  in  secret 
meeting,  stimulating  them  to  illegal  acts;  and  where- 
as the  same  persons  are  known  to  levy  contributions 
on  the  ignorant  and  credulous  for  their  own  benefit, 
thus  supporting  and  enriching  themselves  by  the  ba- 
sest means;  and  whereas  the  unlawful  intentions  ot 
the  members  of  these  lodges  have  already  been  ma- 
nifested in  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants  of  Chippewa,  in  Canada,  and 
the  public  property  of  the  British  government  there 
being:  Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Tyler,  president  of 
the  United  States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  ad- 
monishing all  such  evil-minded  persons  of  the  con- 
dign punishment  which  is  certain  to  overtake  them; 
assuring  them  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  will 
be  rigorously  executed  against  their  illegal  acts;  and 
that  if  in  any  lawless  incursion  into  Canada  they  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities  they  will  not 
be  reclaimed  as  American  citizens,  nor  any  interfer- 
ence made  by  this  government  in  their  behalf. 
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And  I exhort  all  well-meaning  but  deluded  persons 
who  may  have  joined  these  lodges,  immediately  to 
abandon  them,  and  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
their  secret  meetings,  or  unlawful  oaths,  as  they 
would  avoid  serious  consequences  to  themselves. — 
And  Iexpectthe  intelligent  and  well-disposed  mem- 
bers of  the  community  to  frown  on  all  these  unlawful 
combinations  and  illegal  proceedings,  and  to  assist 
the  government  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try against  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  acts 
of  these  violators  of  the  law. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  one 
r 1 thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  of 
*•  ' the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-sixth.  JOHN  TYLER. 

By  the  president: 

Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of  state. 

PRESIDENT’S  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  ACT- 
ING POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

To  THE  PION.  S.  R.  HoBBIE, 

Sir:  Information  having  been  received  in  a form 
entitled  to  attention  that  the  postmasters  at  **********, 
Pennsylvania,  and  **********,  Ohio,  have  so  far  vio- 
lated the  obligations  which  they  impliedly  assumed  on 
taking  office  under  my  administration,  of  abstaining 
from  any  active  partisanship,  or  in  any  way  connect- 
ing their  offices  with  party  politics,  or  using  them  for 
party  purposes,  I have  to  request  that  inquiries  shall 
be  instantly  instituted  into  their  conduct,  and  that  if 
the  chai-ges  against  them  be  found  to  be  true,  they  be 
immediately  turned  out  of  office,  and  citizens  ap- 
pointed in  their  places  who  will  otherwise  conduct 
themselves.  The  post  office  department,  in  all  its 
operations,  should  be  conducted  for  the  single  pur- 
pose of  accomplishing  the  important  objects  for  which 
it  was  established.  It  should  in  an  especial  manner, 
so  far  as  is  practicable,  be  disconnected  from  party 
politics.  It  was  established  for  specified  purposes  of 
equal  importance  to  every  citizen.  To  convert  it 
into  an  engine  of  party,  to  be  used  for  party  purposes, 
is  to  make  it  the  fruitful  source  of  the  most  alarming 
evils.  Ramified  as  it  is,  and  extended  to  every 
neighborhood,  the  purity  of  its  administration,  and 
necessarily  of  its  agents,  should  be  particularly 
guarded.  For  a deputy  postmaster  to  use  his  frank- 
ing privilege  (a  privilege  bestowed  upon  him  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  exonerating  him  from  oppressive 
charges  in  the  necessary  correspondence  of  his  office) 
in  scattering  over  the  country  pamphlets,  newspapers 
and  proceedings  to  influence  elections  is  to  outrage 
all  propriety,  and  must  not  for  a day  be  tolerated. 
Let  this  be  left  to  the  politicians.  I should  be  happy 
if  one  or  two  examples  shall  be  found  sufficient  to 
correct  an  evil  which  has  so  extensively  prevailed. 

I will  take  this  occasion,  also,  to  add  for  your  in- 
struction, that  the  appointment  to,  and  continuance  in 
the  office  of  postmaster  of  any  one  editing  a political 
newspaper  is  in  the  highest  degree  objectionable.  It 
involves  most  of  the  consequences  above  stated — in- 
troduces politics  into  the  post  office — diminishes  the 
revenue — and  confers  privileges  on  one  editor  which 
all  cannot  enjoy.  In  a word,  it  is  my  fixed  purpose,  as 
far  as  in  me  lies,  to  separate  the  post  office  department 
from  politics,  and  bring  about  that  reform  which  the 
country  has  so  loudly  demanded.  JOHN  TYLER. 

September  28,  1841. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

Collectors. 

William  Walston,  at  Folly  Landing,  Virginia. 

Elias  H.  Haines,  re-appointed  at  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Littleberry  H.  Mosby,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in 
place  of  George  L.  Douglass,  resigned;  Ezra  Daggett, 
at  Milledgeville,  Ga.  re-appointed. 

THE  CABINET.  Judge  McLean,  wc  learn 
from  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle,  declines  the  appoint- 
ment of  secretary  of  war,  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
president. 

The  Madisonian  contains  a letter  from  Lexington, 
Ivy.  of  Sept.  24,  which  says:  “Gov.  Wicei.iffe  is 
now  in  this  city.  He  will  accept  the  seat  in  the  ca- 
binet tendered  him  by  the  president,  and  will  depart 
for  Washington  in  a fortnight.” 

THE  SEC  RET  ARY  OF  STATE.  lLJludi  alteram 
partem.'”  [The  attention  of  the  American  people  is 
earnestly  invited  to  the  following  letter.  It  comes 
from  a distinguished  source.  We  need  not  say  it  is 
written  by  an  able  hand — that  fact  is  evident  from 
the  force  of  it.  It  is  a calm  statement  of  facts,  de- 
fining the  position  which  Mr.  Webster  has  occupied 
in  the  executive  councils  during  the  recent  trying 
scenes  at  the  capital,  and  illustrating  the  propriety 
of  his  present  position.  'We  trust  that  it  will  receive 
that  grave  consideration  from  the  public  to  which 


the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  character  of 
the  facts  and  circumstances  it  discloses  are  entitled.] 
Washington,  September  14. 

Your  friendship  for  Mr.  Webster,  and  your  soli- 
citude for  his  fame,  induce  me,  who  share  with  you 
both  these  sentiments,  to  communicate  some  parti- 
culars of  his  course  during  the  eventful  session  just 
terminated,  which  evince  his  patriotism,  judgment 
and  devotion  at  once  to  the  true  interests  of  his  party 
and  of  the  country.  .1  shall  tell  you  nothing  which 
you  do  not  know  already;  but  it  may  not  be  unsea- 
sonable nor  useless,  at  such  a moment  as  this,  to 
have  in  one  view,  and  from  an  eye  witness,  import- 
ant familiar  facts.  I confess  a desire  to  have  it  kept 
constantly  in  the  public  mind,  that  his  counsels  and 
his  wishes  would  have  preserved  unimpaired,  the 
integrity  of  the  whig  party;  would  have  prevented  a 
dissolution  of  the  cabinet,  have  maintained  our  of- 
ficial relations  to  the  president,  and  have  carried  us 
through  this  administration  and  the  organization  of 
another,  undistracted,  unalienated  and  full  of  rea- 
sonable hope. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  session,  as  before, 
Mr.  Webster  desired  to  see  the  country  provided 
with  a useful  bank.  This,  of  course,  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  his  whole  public  life  and  opinions.  As- 
certaining the  existence  of  constitutional  difficulties 
in  the  mind  of  the  president,  he  assisted  to  have  the 
bill  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  directed 
to  send  to  the  senate  as  a project,  made  as  perfect  as 
possible,  consistent  with  those  difficulties;  he  endea- 
vored to  persuade  his  political  and  personal  friends 
to  pass  that  bill,  imperfect,  though  he  thought  it, 
and  though  it  was:  he  discountenanced  the  intro- 
duction of  another  and  different  one,  which  there 
were  the  best  reasons  to  fear  the  president  would  not 
approve;  he  favored  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Rives  to  re- 
store, by  an  amendment,  the  substance  of  the  trea- 
sury project;  and  when  that  had  been  defeated,  and 
the  bill  containing  the  compromise  provision  was 
sent  to  the  executive,  he  sought  to  secure  his  of- 
ficial approval.  In  all  this  he  manifested  that  fide- 
lity to  the  party,  delicacy  to  the  president,  consi- 
deration of  unfortunate  and  unanticipated  circum- 
stances, and  constant  pursuit  of  a practical  public 
good,  which  the  country  expected,  indeed,  from  him, 
but  could  scarcely  expect  from  any  other  man. 

When  the  purpose  of  introducing  another  bill, 
after  the  veto  of  the  first  was  adopted  in  congress, 
Mr.  Webster  no  doubt  sought  to  have  it  so  framed 
as  to  avoid  the  objections  of  the  president;  and  pro- 
bably had  no  doubt  it  would  receive  his  signature, 
until  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Botts’  letter.  From  that 
moment,  as  you  collect  from  Mr.  Ewing’s  letter,  the 
president  manifested  great  and  not  unnatural  unea- 
siness and  anxiety,  and  a very  strong  wish  that  the 
whole  matter  might  be  laid  over  until  the  next  ses- 
sion. Mr.  Webster  thought  this  reasonable  and  ex- 
pedient, under  the  circumstances,  as  did  Mr.  Ewing, 
if  I understand  his  letter;  and  he  communicated  his 
opinion  and  his  desire  to  his  friends  in  congress. — 
The  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  president,  and 
then,  as  Mr.  Ewing  tells  the  public,  and  as  I believe 
the  truth  to  be,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a written  or 
oral  argument  to  the  president  to  persuade  him  to 
give  it  his  sanction. 

You  see,  therefore,  that  if,  in  this  matter,  there 
had  been  on  both  sides,  or  on  either  side,  faults  or 
errors,  Mr.  Webster  did  all  that  he  could  do— all 
that  man  could  do — in  the  succession  of  events,  to 
prevent  them.  Down  to  the  moment  when  he  adopt- 
ed and  declared  his  determination  not  to  retire  from 
office,  there  was  no  one  within  or  without  the  whig 
party  who  did  not  appreciate  his  sound  judgment, 
his  perfect  fidelity  and  his  admirable  counsels.  I 
have  not  a doubt  that  the  sober  second  thought  of 
the  country  will  do  justice  to  this  determination. — 
His  colleagues  have  retired,  from  the  same  convic- 
tion that  influenced  that  portion  of  the  whigs  in  con- 
gress who  have  presented  an  address  to  the  public: 
to  wit — that  there  no  longer  exists  any  hope  of  a sa- 
tisfactory arrangement  of  the  question  of  the  bank, 
under  Mr.  Tyier’s  administration.  Mr.  Webster 
thinks  the  case  not  thus  hopeless.  He  is  for  another 
trial;  and  in  another  sense  than  they  would  exhort 
us — 

Ne,  cede  malis,  sed  contra  audentior  ito. 

He  thinks  there  is  yet  a reasonable  chance  that  the 
president  and  his  new  cabinet,  all  whigs,  selected  by 
a whig,  may  present  such  a scheme  as  shall  receive 
the  vote  of  a whig  congress.  You  preceive,  from 
his  recent  letter,  that  he  deems  a bank,  as  he  always 
has  done,  in  some  useful  form,  to  be  wholly  indis- 
pensable; and  for  so  great  a good  he  does  not  think 
the  country  ought  to  be  required  to  wait  four  years 
longer.  In  this  hope,  and  with  these  opinions, 
he  remains  in  the  cabinet.  He  remains  at  the  post 
which  the  good  president  assigned  to  him,  ami  at 
which  Mr.  Tyler  desires  him  to  remain.  He  sees,  1 
have  reason  to  believe,  no  cause  to  doubt  that  the 


president  is  influenced  by  a constant  regard  to  the 
public  interests  and  to  the  duties  of  his  great  office — 
although  it  is  true  that  schemes  of  a bank  have  struck 
his  mind  differently  at  different  times,  as  being  within, 
or  not  within  the  constitutional  principle  he  had 
adopted  and  avowed.  In  the  considerations  suggest- 
ed in  the  concluding  language  of  the  last  veto  mes- 
sage, there  may  perhaps  be  found  for  this  an  expla- 
nation and  an  excuse. 

You  have,  then,  in  a word,  Mr.  Webster’s  whole 
course  on  this  subject.  He  thought,  as  did  the  entire 
cabinet,  that  the  project  of  a bill  first  sent  by  Mr.  Ew- 
ing to  the  senate,  on  its  call,  ought  to  have  been  pass- 
ed by  congress  into  a law.  He  wished  the  president 
to  sign  the  somewhat  different  one  which,  instead  of 
that,  congress  first  sent  to  him.  When  the  second 
bill  was  introduced,  he  thought  it  was  in  such  a shape 
that  it  would  receive  the  executive  approbation;  but 
.after  the  explosion  created  by  Mr.  Botts’  letter,  he 
strongly  advised,  as  did  Mr.  Ewing  too,  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  laid  over  for  three  months,  to  af- 
ford time  for  mature  thought,  and  for  collecting  the 
true  sense  of  the  country. 

Under  these  circumstances,  you  will  concur  with 
me  that  Mr.  Webster  ought  to  stay  where  he  is.  His 
personal  honor  permits  and  his  public  duties  require 
it.  The  means  of  doing  good — of  preserving  peace — 
of  quieting  the  public  mind  agitated  by  apprehen- 
sion of  war — of  assisting  the  administration  by  his 
wisdom,  his  experience,  his  unrivalled  ability  and 
his  hold  on  the  confidence  of  the  country — these  all 
are  in  his  hands,  and  they  impose  a responsibility 
which  he  could  not  evade  if  he  would,  and  1 believe 
would  not  if  he  could.  1 verily  believe  that  his  re- 
tirement from  the  cabinet  at  such  a moment  as  this 
would  produce  such  an  impression  on  the  north  and 
east  of  the  uncertainty  of  our  foreign  relations,  as 
greatly  to  diminish  the  chances  of  obtaining  the  re- 
sidue of  the  authorised  loan  at  favorable  rates.  For 
the  country,  then,  if  not  for  himself,  let  him  remain. 
“In  all  exertions  of  duty  something  must  be  hazard- 
ed.” [JVe iv  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

HENRY  CLAY.  The  whigs  of  Baltimore  sent 
a committee  to  Washington,  with  a written  invita- 
tion to  this  distinguished  senator,  to  accept  of  some 
public  demonstration  of  regard  on  his  arrival  in  the 
Monumeutal  city,  to  which  Mr.  Clay  made  the  follow- 
ing reply: 

Washington,  14 th  Sept.  1841. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  midst  of  preparations  for  my 
departure  to  my  home,  I have  received,  by  the  hands 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
wait  upon  me,  your  obliging  communication  bear- 
ing date  this  day,  transmitting  a resolution  adopted 
at  a public  meeting  held  in  Baltimore  yesterday,  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  distinguish  my  expected 
visit  to  that  city  by  signal  public  demonstrations.  I 
pray  you  gentlemen,  and  those  who  constituted  that 
meeting,  to  accept  my  greatful  and  respectful  ac- 
knowledgments for  this  new  and  gratifying  proof 
of  attachment  and  confidence.  I should  embrace, 
with  pleasure,  the  opportunity  of  visiting  your  city 
at  this  time;  but  jaded  as  I am,  by  the  arduous  la- 
bors of  the  session  of  congress  just  closed,  and  shar- 
ing, with  the  companions  of  my  journey,  an  eager 
anxiety  to  terminate  it,  without  delay,  1 regret  that 
I must  postpone  a visit  to  your  city  to  some  future 
day. 

If,  gentlemen,  all,  has  not  been  accomplished  at 
the  late  session  of  congress  that  the  public  interests 
demanded,  more,  much  more  has  been  effected  than 
I anticipated  at  its  commencement.  If  we  have  been 
greatly  disappointed  in  the  failure  of  repeated  at- 
tempts to  establish  a sound  currency,  regulate  ex- 
changes, and  separate  the  purse  from  the  sword, 
what  American  citizen,  what  whig  will,  on  that  ac- 
count, surrender  himself  to  the  sentiments  of  an 
ignoble  despair?  Who  will  not  say  that  we  will  per- 
severe, with  redoubled  courage,  until  every  remain- 
ing object  of  the  glorious  revolution  of  November 
last  shall  be  completely  consummated?  Shall  we  be 
discouraged  because  one  man  presumes  to  set  up  his 
individual  will  against  the  will  of  the  nation?  On 
the  contrary,  let  us  superadd  to  the  previous  duties 
which  we  lie  under  to  our  country,  that  of  pluck- 
ing from  the  constitution  this  sign  of  arbitrary  pow- 
er, this  odious  but  obsolete  vestige  of  royal  preroga- 
tive. Let  us,  by  a suitable  amendment  to  that  in- 
strument, declare  that  the  veto — that  parent  and  fruit- 
ful source  of  all  our  public  ills — shall  itself  be  over- 
ruled by  majorities  in  the  two  houses  of  congress. 
They  would  persuade  us  that  it  is  harmless,  because 
its  office  is  preventive  or  conservative!  As  if  a na- 
tion might  not  be  as  much  injured  by  the  arrest  of  the 
enactment  of  good  laws  as  by  the  promulgation  of  bad 
ones! 

1 am,  gentleman,  greatly  deceived,  notwithstand- 
ing the  astounding  developments  recently  made,  if 
the  whig  cause  is  not  stronger  than  it  ever  was. — 
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Resting,  as  it  does,  upon  truth,  sound  policy  and  en- 
lightened patriotism,  its  votaries  must  be  false  and 
faithless,  if  it  does  not  gloriously  triumph,  notwith- 
standing any  temporary  disappointment. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  assurances  of  the  high  regard 
and  esteem  of  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  Robert  Gilmer , fyc. 

FREE  DUTIES.  Table  of  the  articles  imported 


in  1839  free  of  duty,  to  be  continued  free  under  the 
revenue  bill. 

Export. 

For  the  use  of  the  U.  States  489 

— 

For  societies,  &c. 

60,423 

— 

Specimens  of  botany 

5,087 

— 

Anatomical  preparations 

1,356 

— 

Antimony 

13,667 



Spelter 

136,965 

— 

Burr  stones,  unwrought 

46,417 

101,164 

563 

Brimstone 

1,320 

Bark  of  cork  tree 

6,544 

— 

Clay,  unwrought 

6,737 

588,318 

— 

Rags 

495 

Undressed  furs 

881,735 

37,422 

Hides  and  skins  raw 

3,158,029 

80,183 

Plaster  of  Paris 

127,714 

— 

Barilla 

150,637 

— 

Dye  wood 

586,450 

769,841 

Animals  for  breed 

60,824 

— 

Old  pewter 

44 

— 

Tin,  in  pigs,  &c. 

1,447,252 

33,298 

Brass  “ 

2,666 

— 

Copper  “ 

1,818,893 

852,538 

Gold  and  silver 

5,595,179 

5,865,039 

Tea 

2,421,854 

664,277 

Coffee 

9,744,103 

737,618 

Wool,  at  8 cents 

507,620 

721 

Quicksilver 

245,660 

217,292 

Crude  saltpetre 

369,152 

6,591 

$28,084,731 

9,441,552 

These  tables  show  very  nearly  what  will  be  the 
operations  of  the  tariff,  in  regard  to  articles  hereto- 
fore free.  The  whole  imports  in  1840  were  near 
70,000,000  less  than  in  1839  and  having  the  estimate 
on  the  imports  of  1840,  the  department  computed  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  new  bills  at  $3, 783,382. 
The  imports  have,  however,  scarcely  ever  been  so 
low  as  during  the  past  year;  probably  a medium 
would  be  nearer  the  truth  say,  5,719,602.  This  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  econo- 
mical government,  and  will  undoubtedly  fall  so  far 
behind  the  views  of  the  present  congress,  that  fresh 
burdens  will  be  imposed,  and  the  foreign  commerce 
become  as  fluctuating  as  a paper  currency. 

[Herald. 

DARING  OUTRAGE!  Our  territory  invaded , and 
an  American  citizen  kidnapped  by  British  armed  soldiers. 

The  St.  Albans  (Vt.)  Messenger,  of  Sept.  24th, 
says — Since  the  announcement  in  our  last  paper  of 
the  gross  outrage  committed  upon  our  rights  as  a na- 
tion, and  upon  the  lives  and  liberty  of  individuals,  in 
the  forcible  seizure  and  abduction  of  col.  James  W. 
Grogan,  we  have  been  able  to  gather  further  testi- 
mony in  relation  to  the  affair,  which  we  lose  no  time 
in  presenting  to  our  readers.  As  might  have  been 
anticipated,  such  an  outrage  could  not  but  be  follow- 
ed by  the  exasperation  and  excitement  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  highly  creditable  to  our  fellow  townsmen 
that  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of 
Col.  Grogan’s  seizure,  they  made  due  preparations 
for  the  procurement  of  indisputable  facts  which  they 
might  lay  before  the  governor  of  Vermont  and  the 
proper  authorities  at  Washington.  At  a large  and 
respectable  meeting  at  the  court  house,  on  the  21st 
and  22d  ultimo,  the  public  sentiment  was  manifested 
and  facts  and  resolutions  were  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  people  generally. 

The  committee  appointed  to  collect  testimony  re- 
lative to  this  illegal  transaction,  reported  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  and  read  to  a very  large  audience 
sundry  affidavits,  the  substance  of  which  we  are 
about  to  communicate  to  our  readers.  Those  affida- 
vits indicate  plainly  that  rumor  had  not  magnified  the 
atrocity  of  the  act. 

It  appears  from  one  of  the  affidavits  that  on  the 
19th  inst.  there  were  present  at  the  tavern  of  J.  M. 
Sowles,  at  Alburgh,  a short  distance  this  side  of  the 
line  sundry  persons  from  Canada,  in  company  with 
James  W.  Grogan,  and  among  the  rest  a dragoon 
who  urged  Grogan  to  drink,  and  was  particularly 
attentive  to  him,  so  much  so  that  his  courtesies  be- 
came suspicious.  The  suspicions  were  communicat- 
ed to  Grogan,  and  he  was  advised  that  a plan  was 
afoot  to  kidnap  him,  and  to  transport  him  to  Canada. 
Grogan  finally  following  the  friendly  advice  given 
him,  went  to  Alburgh  city,  so  called,  and  afterwards 
went  to  pass  the  night  at  the  house  of  Wm.  Brown, 


his  brother-in-law,  who  resides  about  three  miles 
from  the  boundary  line. 

From  the  affidavit  of  another,  it  appears  that  Wm. 
Brown  and  his  wife  were  awakened  about  2 o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  20th  September,  by  a 
noise  occasioned  by  the  breaking  open,  and  forcible 
entrance  of  a gang  of  armed  men  into  their  dwelling. 
This  gang,  consisting  of  fifteen  or  more,  were  in  the 
uniform  of  British  soldiers,  and,  as  could  be  seen  by 
the  lantern  they  carried,  fully  armed.  Mr.  Brown 
sprang  from  the  bed  upon  perceiving  the  intruders, 
and  was  met  at  the  door  of  his  sleeping  room  by  a 
British  ruffian,  who  presented  his  gun  and  bayonet, 
and  ordered  him  to  remain  quiet.  Mr.  Brown  called 
aloud  to  his  sons,  who  were  sleeping  above,  and  was 
threatened  by  the  soldier  that  he  would  certainly  be 
shot  unless  he  desisted  speaking.  The  remainder  of 
this  gang  rushed  into  the  adjoining  room,  where  Col. 
Grogan  was  sleeping,  crying  out  as  they  entered, 
“Here  he  is! — here  he  is!! — -Shoot  him — blow  his 
brains  out.”  They  seized  him  and  dragged  him  from 
his  bed,  and^carried  him  by  force  through  the  house, 
and  conveyed  him  to  the  road,  where  there  were  ve- 
hicles in  readiness  to  take  him  across  the  line.  Mr. 
Brown  testifies  that  he  was  apparently  strangled,  so 
that  he  could  neither  speak,  or  make  even  a show  of 
resistance. 

It  appears  from  another  affidavit,  that  the  son  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Brown  came  down  at  his  father’s  call  as 
soon  as  he  could  put  on  his  clothes,  and  was  met  by 
one  of  the  British  dragoons — an  Irishman,  as  he 
thought — who  cocked  his  gun  and  ordered  him  to  re- 
turn, or  he  would  shoot  him.  Soon  after  they  had 
gone  off  with  Grogan,  young  Mr.  Brown  discovered 
a drab-colored  hat,  a British  bayonet,  and  a cotton  j 
handkerchief,  which  they  dropped  in  the  hurry  of 
their  proceedings.  Soon  after  daylight  a British  dra- 
goon-was  seen  riding  towards  the  house  of  Mr.  Brown, 
apparently  in  search  of  the  articles  which  the  ruffians 
had  accidentally  lost.  As  soon  as  he  saw  he  was  dis- 
covered, he  ran  his  horse  back  to  her  majesty’s 
dominions. 

From  another  affidavit,  it  appears  that  a gentleman 
going  from  Clarenceville  to  Missisquoi  Bay  overtook 
a wagon,  in  which  was  James  W.  Grogan,  4 armed 
soldiers  and  a driver,  and  4 mounted  dragoons  riding 
and  keeping  guard  by  the  wagon.  Grogan  was  placed 
in  the  bottom  of  the  wagon.  Upon  their  arrival  at 
the  Bay,  Grogan  remained  in  the  wagon,  surrounded 
by  a strong  guard  in  front  of  the  guard  house,  for 
about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  after  which  he  was  or- 
dered into  the  guard  house,  and  from  thence  was  taken 
to  Montreal.  Grogan  appeared  badly  wounded  and 
bruised — his  face  was  very  much  disfigured,  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  he  could  walk  or  step.  The 
party  that  brought  him  to  the  guard  house  from  Al- 
burgh was  formally  dismissed  in  true  military  style, 
by  Serjeant  Reed,  who  belongs  to  Captain  Jones’ 
company  of  light  dragoons  in  her  majesty’s  service. 
It  was  reported  at  Missisquoi  Bay,  that  on  the  evening 
previous  to  the  transaction  above  detailed,  Captain 
Jones  had  been  heard  to  say,  that  he  had  despatched 
a squad  of  men  after  Col.  Grogan,  and  that  Grogan 
would,  without  fail,  be  taken  that  night. 

The  substance  of  the  above  affidavits  (save  one) 
was  read  aloud  at  the  meeting  held  at  St.  Albans,  on 
the  evening  of  the  22d,  and  upon  the  correctness  of 
the  facts  no  doubt  need  be  entertained.  They  are 
proof  indisputable  that  an  armed  force  of  her  majes- 
ty’s service — acting  by  command  of  superior  officers 
in  the  service  of  her  majesty — entered  upon  our  ter- 
ritory, and  committed  a gross  outrage  upon  James  W. 
Grogan,  a natural  born  American  citizen,  who  was  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  a citizen  of  the 
United  States.  The  affidavits  establish,  beyond  a ca- 
vil, that  this  outrage  was  premeditated  and  brutal 
beyond  comparison — that  our  territory  has  been  in- 
vaded and  all  law  and  right  been  ruthlessly  disre- 
garded and  trampled  upon.  This  being  the  fact,  it 
was  obligatory  upon  us  to  search  out  testimony  to 
establish  the  assertion,  and  to  transmit  it  to  the  pro- 
per authorities,  with  a full  and  proper  representation 
of  the  time,  and  place,  and  nature  of  the  outrage. 
This  has  been  promptly  done,  and  we  anticipate  such 
a notice  of  it  as  its  extreme  brutality  demands.  The 
papers  have  been  forwarded  to  Washington,  and  to 
our  governor;  and  we  doubt  not  measures  will  be 
taken  to  demand  redress  for  this  insult,  and  to  rescue 
us  from  a repetition  of  an  offence  which  debases  even 
those  British  soldiers  who  disgraced  humanity  by  their 
barbarity  and  cruelty  in  the  late  Canadian  insur- 
rection. 

Of  the  state  of  excitement,  which  the  above  trans- 
action was  so  well  calculated  to  inflame,  we  may 
judge  by  the  tenor  of  the  following,  from  a corres- 
pondent of  the  Boston  Mail: 

Swanton,  Falls,  (Vt.)  Sept.  23. 

Great  excitement  on  the  northern  frontier  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abduction  of  Colonel  Grogan — Public  meet- 
ing and  retaliatory  measures.  I have  just  returned  from 


a boat  excursion  to  the  Isle  of  Motte,  and  I find  that 
the  excitement  among  the  people  of  Grand  Isle  coun- 
ty in  consequence  of  the  recent  abduction  of  Colonel 
Grogan  from  Alburgh,  is  of  the  most  intense  descrip- 
tion. Public  meetings  have  been  held  at  St.  Albans, 
Alburgh,  and  several  other  places,  at  which  strong 
resolutions  were  passed  with  great  unanimity,  cen- 
suring the  act  referred  to,  and  pledging  the  members 
to  be  ready  at  a moment’s  warning  to  repel  any  far- 
ther incursions  of  the  British  tories. 

The  feeling  in  this  section  of  the  country  against 
her  majesty’s  government  in  Canada  is  very  strong, 
and  has  been  kept  alive  for  the  last  few  years  by  the 
patriot  movements  and  the  outrages  which  have  been 
committed  from  time  to  time,  and  this  last  outrage 
is  more  than  they  seem  willing  peaceably  to  with- 
stand. There  are  a great  many  private  depositories 
of  arms  and  ammunition  in  this  section,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  an  army  of  five  thousand  volunteers  for 
the  invasion  of  Canada  could  be  raised  in  a fortnight, 
if  it  was  thought  the  general  and  state  governments 
would  not  interfere. 

It  is  said  that  papers  have  been  circulated  among 
those  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  British  government 
in  Canada,  pledging  them  to  some  hostile  movement 
or  other;  and  I have  no  doubt  that  a rescue  of  Col. 
Grogan  is  contemplated,  though  it  may  be  carried 
out.  We  have  as  good  a right  to  march  to  Montreal 
as  the  British  tories  had  to  march  to  Alburgh. 

I think  you  will  hear  of  some  desperate  movement 
in  this  quarter  shortly.  The  old  sloop  Gleaner  re- 
cently left  St.  Albans  in  the  night  for  North  Hero  or 
the  Vineyard,  and  it  is  whispered  that  she  was  load- 
ed with  arms,  &c.  A secret  society,  the  object  of 
which  is  supposed  to  be  another  attempt  at  revolution 
in  Canada,  has  existed  for  some  time  all  along  the 
frontier,  from  the  “Indian  Stream”  m New  Hamp- 
shire to  Detroit,  and  unless  our  state  and  national 
governments  take  strong  measures  to  curb  the  fac- 
tious spirit,  the  most  fearful  consequences  may  ensue. 

The  Montreal  Herald  without  noticing  the  manner 
of  the  arrest  of  Grogan,  says:  “We  are  happy  to 
learn  that  a man,  Grogan,  notorious  during  the  bor- 
der disturbances  in  Canada,  has  been  arrested  and 
lodged  in  jail.  But  from  a series  of  papers  drawn 
up  in  consequence  of  the  trial  of  West,  (which  we 
will  publish  as  soon  as  possible)  we  fear  that  this 
man  also  will,  by  the  grossest  perjury,  be  able  to 
evade  justice. 

The  Madisonian  significantly  remarks,  that  “the 
state  of  facts  upon  which  the  president’s  timely  pro- 
clamation is  predicated,  would  astonish  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  were  the  details  spread  before 
them.  To  say  the  least,  they  indicate  the  necessity 
of  great  prudence  and  judgment  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country.” 

ARMED  FORCES  ON  THE  LAKES.  A treaty 
or  arrangement  was  made  in  1817  between  the  two 
countries,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  naval 
force  to  be  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes  by 
the  respective  parties,  should  thereafter  be  confined 
to  the  following  vessels  on  each  side: 

“On  Lake  Ontario,  to  one  vessel  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  tons  burden,  and  armed  with  an  eighteen 
pound  cannon. 

“On  the  Upper  Lakes,  to  two  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing like  burden,  and  armed  with  like  force. 

“On  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  one  vessel  not 
exceeding  like  burden,  and  armed  with  like  force.” 

It  was  further  agreed  that  if  either  party  should 
thereafter  be  desirous  of  annuling  the  agreement,  and 
should  give  six  months’  notice  to  that  effect,  the 
agreement  should  cease  to  be  binding  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  six  months.  The  British  government 
gave  notice  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  in 
November,  1838,  that  that  government  had  found  it 
necessary  to  increase  their  armament  on  the  lakes. 

OUR  TRADE  WITH  THE  SANDWICH  IS- 
LAND AND  NORTH  WEST  COAST.  The  Bos- 
ton Mercantile  Journal  says  the  fur  trade  on  the 
north  west  coast,  afforded  for  many  years  a profita- 
ble trade  for  a large  number  of  American  ships. 
But  the  Hudson  Bay  company  have  proved  themselves 
too  powerful  for  American  traders  to  contend  with, 
and  they  have  completely  driven  the  American  trade 
from  the  coast;  not  an  American  vessel  has  made  a 
voyage  there  in  the  fur  trade  for  several  years,  and 
our  government  is  called  upon  by  every  motive,  to 
secure  cur  rights  as  a nation,  to  that  important  part  of 
our  domain,  and  protect  our  trade.  Plans  are  laid,  and 
means  are  now  in  operation,  for  destroying  our  great- 
ly diminishing  trade  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  which 
may  be  successful. 

The  following  extracts  of  letters  dated  in  March 
last,  from  a respectable  mercantile  house  at  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  show  the  state  and  prospect  of  trade 
there,  and  the  means  used  by  the  British  consul,  by 
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the  agent  of  the  Hudson  Bay  company,  and  others  to 
etfect  their  object: 

“The  English  make  their  boast,  that  they  will  de- 
stroy the  Yankee  trade  hereby  underselling  them.- — 
The  English  brigs  Trinculo,  from  Liverpool,  and 
Wave,  from  London,  with  full  and  well  selected  car- 
goes, arrived  here  the  23d  and  26th  ult.  This  country 
is  inundated  with  goods  of  all  sorts,  and  prices  have 
very  much  fallen.  Do  not  make  any  further  shipments 
until  a more  favorable  change.” 

“Never,  since  my  acquaintance  here,  has  there 
been  so  many  goods  in  first  hands.  California,  and  all 
the  Russian  ports  are  well  supplied,  and  there  is  a 
panic  among  purchasers  here;  [the  retailers  are  all 
well  supplied].  The  ship  Morea  arrived  here  the 
26th  ult.  and  brig  Lama,  7th  inst.  There  is  enough 
goods  here  to  supply  the  market  for  a year  and  a half 
or  more.” 

“Besides  the  ship  Gloucester,  and  another  ship 
from  Boston,  ship  Europa,  and  barque  Don  Quixotte, 
from  Valparaiso,  and  brig  Joseph  Peabody , from  China 
are  all  expected  soon.  In  fact  the  market  is  com- 
pletely glutted,  and  bad  prospects  in  view.” 

The  Sandwich  Islands  are  likely  to  be  well  sup- 
plied, as  in  addition  to  the  above  vessels  expected 
there  at  that  time,  three  ships  have  sailed  for  those 
Islands  this  season,  already,  with  full  cargoes,  and 
three  or  four  others  are  expected  to  leave  here  this 
fall,  if  they  can  get  cargoes,  for  the  same  place. 

[JV*.  Y.  Times. 


THE  SANTA  FE  EXPEDITION.  The  last  Aus- 
tin City  Gazette  states  that  a letter  has  been  receiv- 
ed there  from  an  American  resident  at  Santa  Fe, 
which  says  that  the  citizens  were  anxiously  expect- 
ing the  expedition.  The  writer  further  adds:— We 
have  been  looking  for  some  news  from  Texas,  be- 
cause every  American  and  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  all  the  Pueblio  Indians  are  with 
us  heart  and  soul,  and  whenever  they  have  heard  of 
your  sending  troops  there  has  been  a rejoicing;  and, 
indeed,  I have  talked  many  times  with  the  governor, 
and  he  says  he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  day  of  your 
arrival  in  this  country,  as  he  feels  well  assured  that 
no  aid  will  be  sent  from  below,  as  they  have  no  means 
and  he  himself  will  offer  no  resistance. 

The  Gazette  urges  the  Texian  merchants  to  make 
an  effort  to  secure  the  Santa  Fe  trade,  and  estimates 
the  amount  annually  paid  to  the  United  States  or  its 
equivalent  for  goods,  at  one  million.  This  trade,  the 
Gazette  insists,  naturally  belongs  to  Texas.  Some 
valuable  gold  mines  have  been  discovered  at  Santa 
Fe  which  yielded,  for  the  six  months  ending  March 
1st,  over  $300,000.  The  Santa  Fe  expedition  had 
not  succeeded  in  meeting  the  Indians,  though  they 
proceeded  to  the  place  where  they  were  represented 
to  be  assembled  in  force.  They  found  the  crops  ga- 
thered and  the  village  deserted. 

The  different  parties  had  also  returned  to  Austin 
without  meeting  any  Indians,  although  they  heard  of 
them  every  where. 


THE  SMITHSONIAN  BEQUEST.  One  of  the 
most  reprehensible  movements  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration of  the  United  States  treasury,  and  the  more  to 
be  complained  of  from  the  fact  that  it  was  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  professed  principles  of  the  party  then  in 
power,  is  the  investment  in  state  bonds  of  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  that  magnificent  fund  bequeathed  to 
the  city  of  Washington  for  purposes  of  education, 
instead  of  its  being  held  in  trust  by  the  government. 
The  following  are  the  amounts  loaned  to  the  states, 
and  the  premium  paid  by  each,  to  which  we  have 
also  added  the  loss  by  the  depreciation  of  the  credit 
of  the  states  and  the  contraction  of  the  currency, 
as  shown  by  the  market  rates  of  the  stocks  of  those 
states: 
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From  which  deduct  premiums  received, 


$277,270 

19,724 


And  the  total  loss  to  the  fund  is  $257,546 

Another  matter  highly  important  in  this  question 
is  that,  in  case  it  should  become  requisite  to  call  in 


this  fund,  or  the  remnant  that  is  left  of  it,  here  are 
four  large  states  interested  to  use  their  votes  and  in- 
fluence against  its  return  to  the  treasury.  The  policy 
of  lending  public  funds  to  the  states,  we  have  ever 
looked  upon  as  but  little,  if  any  better  than  a gift, 
and  as  a system  studiously  to  be  avoided. 

[Phil.  Ledger. 

FOREIGN  CRIMINALS.  It  is  well  known  that 
every  arrival  here  from  Europe,  brings  to  our  city 
many  foreigners  who  have  been  compelled  to  fly  from 
their  country  on  account  of  crimes  committed  at 
home.  These  criminals  mix  in  with  the  honest  and 
industrious  emigrants,  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  them 
out,  notwithstanding  accurate  descriptions  of  the 
persons  of  these  criminals  have  been  forwarded  by 
the  police  officers  of  Europe. 

It  has  been  a matter  of  surprise  to  our  police,  that 
these  criminals,  on  their  landing  go  as  direct  “as  the 
carrier  pigeon”  to  the  haunts  of  rogues  and  thieves 
in  this  city;  which  clearly  and  conclusively  proves 
they  have  been  in  correspondence  with  thieves  al- 
ready settled  here,  and  probably  come  over  by  invi- 
tation, aware  of  the  inducements  afforded  by  the  j 
laxity  and  weakness  of  our  police  establishment.  > 
Several  Ehglish  police  officers,  at  different  periods,  j 
have  visited  the  United  States  on  business,  and  have 
recognised  the  runaways  by  the  dozen,  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  An  intelligent  officer  is  shortly 
expected  here,  from  London — and  if  the  police  of 
this  city  are  disposed,  they  may  derive  much  useful 
information  from  him,  as  he  has  been  an  active  agent 
at  “Bow  street,”  and  a travelling  officer  of  the  Peel 
police  for  thirteen  years.  The  writer  will  inform 
the  police  on  the  arrival  of  the  officer,  that  they  may 
realise  the  advantages  referred  to.  [W.  F.  Times 

THE  ARMY. 

Gen.  Wool,  the  suecessor  of  Gen.  Scott,  was  ap- 
pointed inspector  general  in  1816,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  with  distinguished  honor 
to  himself  and  his  country.  The  office  is  oftentimes 
beset  with  hardships  and  perils.  Gen.  Wool  has  en- 
countered many  while  on  official  duty  in  the  “far 
west,”  when  beyond  the  reach  of  friendly  aid  or  the 
physician’s  skill.  It  is  in  that  lone  region,  where  the 
services  of  an  inspector  are  most  needed,  that  this 
gallant  officer  has  often  periled  his  life  in  the  vigilant 
discharge  of  his  duties.  Gen.  Wool  resides  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.  where  he  sustains  all  the  relations  of  an  excel- 
lent citizen  as  well  as  those  of  a gentleman  and  sol- 
dier. [Phil.  JY.  American. 

The  N orthern  Frontier.  The  Madisonian  states 
that  the  United  States  troops  recently  sent  into  New 
York,  were  not  intended  for  Utica  but  were  ordered 
to  Rome  to  protect  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
consisting  of  several  thousand  stand  of  arms,  &c.  a 
measure  judged  to  be  necessary  on  information  and 
advice  received  by  the  government.  The  same  paper 
says  that  the  federal  government  has  no  desire  to  as- 
sume that  bayonets  are  necessary  to  enforce  a due 
administration  of  justice. 

Fortifications  at  New  Bedford.  The  New  Bed- 
ford Register  informs  us  that  Lieut.  Stevens  of  the 
engineer  corps,  arrived  at  that  place  on  Saturday, 
and  that,  under  his  direction,  operations  are  to  be 
commenced  immediately  upon  the  old  fort  in  that 
harbor. 

Survey.  We  learn  that  Major  Bache,  of  the  to- 
pographical engineers,  with  his  party,  will  com- 
mence a survey  of  the  Patapsco  river  in  a few  days. 
This  we  presume  is  the  preliminary  step  to  the  loca- 
tion for  a fort  on  Sollars’  flats,  or  wherever  the  board 
of  engineers  may  deem  the  most  important  to  be. 

[Baltimore  American. 

Suicides.  A correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Geor- 
gian writes — “Lieut.  Thayer,  2d  dragoons,  a very 
promising  young  officer,  committed  suicide  at  Pilatka 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  ultimo,  by  blowing  his 
brains  out  with  a carbine.  There  is  something,  says 
our  correspondent,  in  the  nature  of  this  war  calcu- 
lated to  produce  despondency  among  the  youug  of- 
ficers. Within  my  remembrance,  says  he,  four  have 
committed  self-murder,  viz:  Capt.  Lane,  Lieutenants 
Wheelock,  Hughes  and  Thayer.  A list  of  those  of 
our  army  who  have  died  or  been  killed  during  this 
Florida  war,  will  astonish  you  and  the  country.” 

Wild  Cat.  We  take  from  the  New  Orleans  Cres- 
cent City,  of  the  29th,  the  following  description  of 
Coa-coo-chee,  or  Wild  Cat,  the  celebrated  Indian 
chief,  recently  captured  in  Florida,  and  at  that  date 
at  the  barracks  near  N.  Orleans:  [Cleveland  Her. 

His  dress  consisted  of  a red  cloth  tunic,  richly  or- 
namented with  parti  colored  beads,  open  at  the  neck 
so  as  to  display  his  insignia  of  superiority,  which  is 
nothing  more  than  a silver  medal,  bearing  on  one 
side  a full  length  bust  of  the  celebrated  king  Philip, 


harranguing  a circle  of  his  warriors,  and  upon  the  re-" 
verse  a chieftain  of  the  Narragansetts  calmly  survey- 
ing the  lightning  as  it  flashes  around  him,  while  his 
foot  is  placed  upon  the  neck  of  a Mohawk  foe.  This 
medal  is  suspended  from  a circlet  of  eagle’s  talons, 
curiously  interwoven  With  the  skin  of  a spotted  snake, 
upon  a ground  of  dark  blue  cloth.  Large  silver  or- 
naments are  in  his  ears,  and  a fillet  of  the  same  metal 
set  in  with  red  and  blue  glass,  clasps  round  an  almost 
classical  forehead.  On'the  back  of  the  scalp  three 
large  black  ostrich  plumes  are  sewed  into  a band 
going  underneath  the  fillet.  The  belt  to  which  his 
quiver  is  attached,  and  that  going  round  his  body,  are 
both  made  of  wampum.  A pouch  hangs  at  his  side, 
made  of  the  skin  of  a young  panther.  His  legs  up  to 
above  the  knee  are  covered  with  leggings  of  tanned 
deer  skin,  and  his  feet  encased  in  mocassins  of  the 
same  material.  In  height  he  is  about  five  feet  ten, 
and  from  appearance  one  would  take  him  for  a Peru- 
vian Adonis,  rather  than  a cold-blooded  murderer. 
He  has  a most  pleasing  expression  of  countenance, 
and  is  perfectly  symmetrical  in  proportions.  A dark 
mellow  eye,  with  the  organ  of  language  very  large, 
a handsome  nose,  and  a mouth  expressing  strong  de- 
termination, completes  his  appearance. 

When  we  were  presented  to  him  he  scarcely  look- 
ed up;  but  upon  offering  him  our  hand,  he  nodded  his 
head,  uttered  a low  “ugh!”  and  returned  the  grasp 
with  a cordial  pressure.  After  the  salutation  was 
over,  he  sank  down  upon  a deer  skin,  and  appeared 
totally  unconscious  of  there  being  any  one  in  the 
room  besides  himself.  Seventeen  of  his  followers, 
among  them  his  brother  and  two  of  his  negroes,  are 
confined  in  the  room  with  him.  One  of  them,  a 
gigantic  fellow  of  about  six  feet  two  inches,  Ta-gin- 
no-mee,  which  means  “the  Black  Bear  that  smells 
blood,”  was  the  ugliest  looking  fellow  that  we  ever 
saw.  A pair  of  sleepy  black  eyes,  denoting  ferocity 
of  disposition,  a bull-dog  neck,  and  a thick  pair  of 
brutal  lips,  put  us  in  mind  of  the  adage,  “familiarity 
breeds  contempt;”  so  we  thought  best  not  to  feel  his 
pulse,  and  we  didn’t  either. 

We  were  informed  by  one  of  the  soldiers  who  cap- 
tured him,  and  who  was  attached  to  the  guard  on 
board  the  Walter  Ann,  that  Wild  Cat  is  a most  hu- 
mane, generous  man,  and  withal  a brave  and  deter- 
mined warrior.  As  for  the  murders  which  the  news- 
papers said  he  “had  exulted  in,”  we  believe  it  all 
moonshine,  as  our  informant  tells  us  there  is  not  a 
chief  in  eastern  Florida,  who  has  committed  fewer 
aggressions  than  Wild  Cat.  He  is  represented  as  liv- 
ing in  style  in  his  own  country,  and  has  a number  of 
negro  slaves;  forty  or  fifty  horses;  and,  to  cap  the  cli- 
max, is  married  to  a lovely  Indian  girl!  An  anec- 
dote is  related  of  him  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  while  on 
board  the  vessel.  It  was  a beautiful  moonlight  night, 
and  millions  of  stars  reflected  upon  the  clear  bosom 
of  the  gulf,  making  it  appear  as  though  the  gallant 
vessel  was  ploughing  her  way  over  a carpet  of  blue 
and  gold.  Coa-coo-chee  was  standing  upon  the  deck 
with  his  arms  folded,  and  his  noble  countenance 
turned  toward  the  sky.  A soldier  approached  and 
asked  him  what  he  was  thinking  of.  He  replied,  in 
his  native  tongue — “My  eyes  look  at  the  dim  light 
hung  where  Manito  rules — my  body  goes  to  rot  in 
the  dungeon  of  the  white  man,  but  my  heart  is  in  the 
bosom  of  my  bride!  Ca-lir-hoee!”  continued  he, 
while  his  chest  heaved  with  the  deep  feelings  of  his 
soul,  “Ca-lir-hoee ! may  the  flowers  on  thy  grave 
bloom  where  the  pale  face  dares  not  trample.”  Ca- 
lir-hoee  is  the  name  of  a former  wife,  which,  being 
interpreted  means  “Music  of  the  Snow.” 

Reminiscences.  Capt.  Thomas  Harrison.  A 
correspondent  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  who 
signs  himself  “A  visiter  at  Washington,”  says: — ■ 

“Among  the  pleasing  incidents  which  often  occur 
to  those  who  visit  the  city  of  Washington,  is  the  one 
not  uncommon,  of  meeting  those  gallant  men  who 
in  times  that  tried  men’s  soul’s,  have  given  evidence 
of  their  devotion  to  their  country. 

“A  few  days  since,  I fell  in  with  a person  of  this 
description,  in  capt.  Thomas  Harrison,  of  Boston. 
As  he  raised  his  arm,  I perceived  it  had  been  shat- 
tered by  the  fire  of  our  enemies;  as  he  stepped  on  one 
side,  I saw  that  a cannon  ball  had  executed  its  mis- 
sion upon  one  of  his  lower  limbs,  and  maimed  him 
for  life.  As  I had  forgotten  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  these  mutilations  occurred,  I made  some 
inquiry,  and  found  that  the  post  of  danger  and  of  ho- 
nor had  been  more  usually  the  lot  ofC^t.  Harrison. 
His  company,  distinguished  in  general  orders  by  Ge- 
neral Scott,  was  the  first  which  landed  at  the  attack 
on  Fort  Erie.  He  was  a volunteer  under  Gen.  Pike, 
and  received  two  wounds  while  performing  his  duty. 
At  Sackett’s  Harbor,  his  right  arm  was  shattered;  at 
the  capture  of  Fort  Erie,  a shell  exploded  and  he  was 
again  severely  injured.  At  Chippewa,  that  memo- 
rable and  glorious  field,  a musket  shot  passed  through 
bis  foot,  and  a few  moments  afterwards  a cannon 
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shot  perfected  the  dismemberment  of  the  whole  limb. 
Captain  Harrison,  however,  all  bleeding  and  suffer- 
ing as  he  was,  refused  to  quit  the  ground,  but  conti- 
nued to  cheer  on  his  company,  and  continued  in  its 
command  until  the  day  was  won.  Well  might  Gen. 
Scott  speak  of  this  “glorious  display  of  fortitude.”; — 
It  was  a specimen  of  the  valor  of  a true-hearted  Ame- 
rican. , 

“In  rescuing  these  facts  from  oblivion,  I feel  that  I 
perform  an  ict  of  justice  only,  happy  to  become  their 
brief  chronicler,” 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  Phcenix,  passed  midshipman  Nolan, 
commanding,  sailed  from  Norfolk,  on  22d  ult.  for 
Florida. 

Temperance  Reform.  The  Washington  corres- 
pondent of  the  Baltimore  Sun,  says:  On  Sunday  af- 

ternoon last  the  rev.  Geo.  G.  Brooke  delivered  a tem- 
perance lecture  in  the  market  house,  navy  yard,  in 
his  usual  happy  and  impressive  manner;  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a let- 
ter from  an  officer  of  the  marine  corps,  stationed  on 
board  the  Delaware,  which  stated  that  the  marines 
were  faithful  to  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and 
had  received  the  high  commendation  of  the  commo- 
dore and  other  officers  of  the  ship.  Nor  are  the  gal- 
lant tars  attached  to  that  noble  vessel  found  wanting 
in  that  glorious  cause.  I am  informed,  that  nearly 
the  whole  crew  have  signified  their  desire  to  relin- 
quish the  daily  allowance  of  grog  and  receive  its 
equivalent  in  money.  This  determination  on  the 
part  of  our  sailors  and  soldiers  welds  the  sheet  anchor 
of  our  country’s  safety. 

Navy  Pensions.  The  act  recently  passed  by  con- 
gress, providing  for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions,  is 
as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars 
and  six  cents  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 


acting  master  of  the  ship,  refused  to  answer  at  all. — 
On  the  same  day  the  question  was  proposed  to  the 
officers  of  the  sloop  Warren,  and  with  the  exception 
of  Commander  Jameson,  one  midshipman,  and  one 
forward  officer,  all  declined  answering.  The  officers 
who  refused  to  answer  the  interrogatory,  have  for- 
warded their  reasons  for  so  doing  to  the  department. 
They  disclaim,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  being  in- 
fluenced in  their  proceedings  in  this  matter  by  aught 
bordering  on  insubordination,  or  disrespeetto  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  or  the  commodore,  but  they  con- 
ceive that  by  replying  to  the  question  they  should  re- 
linquish that  right  guarantied  to  every  American  citi- 
zen, by  which  he  is  protected  from  all  compulsion  to 
give  testimony  which  might  tend  to  criminate  him- 
self; also  that  such  a question,  propounded  in  such  a 
manner,  may  be  regarded  as  an  accusation  of  having 
committed  the  offence  complained  of,  and  a demand 
of  each  officer  to  plead  guilty  or  not  guilty;  also,  that 
an  answer  to  this  question  would  admit  a principle, 
establishing  a precedent,  and  perhaps  a rule,  which 
might  be  made  an  instrument  of  malevolence  and  op- 
pression; that  the  establishment  of  such  a rule  would 
destroy  all  professional  pride,  and  banish  from  the 
service  a proper  esprit  de  coips;  and  that  the  object  of 
the  interrogatory  being  to  learn  the  author  with  a 
view  to  his  punishment,  the  effect,  if  any  officer  in 
the  squadron  committed  the  offence,  would  be  to  find 
him  guilty  before  he  was  tried,  and  rob  him  of  his 
right  to  keep  his  own  secret, — here  the  matter,  for 
the  present,  rests. 


states  of  the  union. 


ted,  for  the  payment  of  pensions  and  half  nay  charge- 


able on  the  navy  pension  fund;  provided,  that  all  wi- 
dows or  children  of  all  r,a.val  officers,  seamen  or  ma- 
rines now  deceased,  and  entitled  to  receive  or  make 
proof  of  their  pensions  under  the  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  of 
congress;  but  no  widow  or  children  of  any  naval  offi- 
cer, seamen  or  marine  who  may  hereafter  die  shall 
be  entitled  to  any  pension  by  virtue  only  of  any  pro- 
vision in  the  said  act. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  officer, 
seaman  or  marine  entitled  to  a pension  from  the  navy 
pension  fund,  who  receives  pay  from  the  public  trea- 
sury, shall  receive  mere  from  the  said  fund  than  is 
sufficient  to  make  the  whole  amount  received  from 
both  the  above  named  sources  equal  to  the  pay  fixed 
by  law  for  the  grade  to  which  the  officer,  seaman  or 
marine  may  belong,  as  an  officer  in  the  services  in 
which  he  may  be  engaged  during  the  year,  so  that 
no  officer  shall  receive  pay  at  th.o  same  time  both  as 
a pensioner  and  an  officer  in  service. 

Commodore  Perry  the  Hero  of  Lake  Erie. 
The  Newport  Herald  states  that  the  remains  of  Com- 
modore Perry  were  removed  from  the  grave  where 
they  have  remained  since  fbqv  were  brought  from 
Trinidad,  to  their  new  and  foal  resting  place,  at  the 
side  of  the  monument,  which  is  to  be  at  once  com- 
pleted, under  the  direction  of  a committee  of  the 
state.  The  outside  coffin  was  almost  entirely  deck- 
ed, leaving  the  leaden  case  exposed  to  yh~ 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE, 

SHOWING  THE  MONEY  VALUE  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL  IN- 
DUSTRY OF  THE  SEVERAL  STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

In  the  September  number  of  Hunt’s  Merchants’ 
Magazine,  is  a table  furnished  for  publication  in  that 
journal,  by  the  secretary  of  state,  showing  the  amount, 
in  quantity,  of  the  agricultural  products  of  the  union. 
This  tuoie  does  not,  however,  include  Kentucky, 
North  Carolina,  Michigan,  Wisconsin  or  Florida. 
Kentucky  and  Middle  Florida  had  not  sent  in  their 
returns;  and  the  aggregate  from  the  southern  states 
had  not  been  made  up. 

With  the  aid  of  this  table  we  have  made  an  esti- 
mate of  the  money  value  of  the  several  products,  and 
have  placed  the  result  side  by  side  with  the  popula- 
tion of  the  states  respectively,  to  show  the  yield  per 
head,  in  round  numbers. 

Value. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Ohio 

Tennessee 
Louisiana, 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Vnssouri 
Indiana 
Illinois 
| Arkansas 
Iowa 

Dist.  of  Colum’ 
It  will 


oia 


$34,720,000 

25.703.000 

43.227.000 

28.809.400 
3,745,800 

22.945.000 
238, SCO, 000 

35.911.000 

136.249.000 
6,027,000 
43,846,200 

102.177.000 
49,117,800 

58.830.000 

84.507.000 

73.130.000 

37.706.000 
42,376,600 

41.773.000 

22.309.400 
47,859,0° 

^?L,500 
1 j,536,000 
2,277,000 
352,000 


Population,  . 
501,793 
284,574 

291.948 
737,699 
108,830 

309.948 
2,428,921 

373,308 

1,724,033 

78,085 

469,232 

1,239,797 

594,398 

691,392 

1,519,467 

829,510 

352,000 

537;,6 

° ,5,601 
383,702 
685,866 
476,183 
97,574 
43,035 
43,712 


many  points  of  view,  may  well  be  considered,  as  in- 
valuable. The  differences  which  may  be  vissible  be- 
tween the  productions  of  the  several  states  will  per- 
haps have  to  be  accounted  for  by  something  besides 
disparities  in  population.  In  other  words,  the  homely 
question  may  come  up:  “Do  they  work  it  right”’ 
And  the  answer  may  be  of  some  service. 

[Cincinnati  Gazette. 

NEW  YORK. 

Hon.  John  C.  Clark,  representative  of  the  Che- 
nango district  in  congress,  has  issued  an  address  to 
his  constituents  upon  the  present  aspect  of  our  public 
afFairs.  It  is  condemnatory  of  the  president. 

Resignation.  The  N.  York  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser says:  the  hon.  John  Greig,  of  Canandaigua, 
has  resigned  his  seat  in  congress  as  a member  from 
the  county  of  Ontario.  Mr.  Greig,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, was  elected  to  congress  last  spring,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Granger,  on  his  appointment  to  the  office  of 
postmaster  general.  Now  that  circumstances  have 
brought  Mr.  Granger  hack  again  among  his  consti- 
tuents, as  a private  citizen,  Mr.  Greig  has  determin- 
ed to  give  those  constituents  an  opportunity  of  send- 
ing Mr.  Granger,  who  was  their  choice,  back  again 
to  the  house  of  representatives. 

A Capture.  Yesterday,  deputy  sheriff  Snyder, 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  at  Bern,  was  seiz- 
ed by  the  Helderberg  “Indians.”  They  intend,  it  is 
said,  to  deliver  him  to  the  authorities  of  Schoharie, 
where  some  legal  process  is  out  against  him.  As  he 
was  expected  to  he  an  important  witness  in  the  legal 
proceedings  that  are  soon  to  be  commenced  against 
some  of  the  tenants,  these  steps  have  no  doubt  been 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  securing  his  abscence. 

[. Albany  Jlrgus. 

Helderberg  war.  The  difficulties  between  the 
Patroon  and  his  tenants,  is  renewed.  We  have,  by 
the  last  mail,  accounts  of  arrests — forcible  rescue — 
intimidation  of  the  sheriff — &c.  &c. 

Dysentery  of  a malignant  character  is  prevailing 
in  some  of  the  river  counties  above  the  Highlands — 
and  also  typhus  and  bilious  fevers. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Candidates.  yV-  B.  Reed , esq.  who  had  been  no- 
minated by  the  whig  convention  of  Philadelphia  as 
their  candidate  to  succeed  Mr.  Sergeant  in  the  U.  S. 
house  of  representatives,  not  only  declined  the  nomi- 
nation but  also  declined  at  the  same  time  his  seat  in 
the  senate  of  the  state.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  esq.  has 
since  been  nominated. 

Girard  Fund.  Among  the  liabilities  of  the  late 
United  States  bank  is  the  sum  of  $1,300,000,  loaned 
to  the  institution  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It 
formed  part  of  the  bequest  of  Girard,  which  the  city 
held  in  trust  for  the  foundation  and  endowment  of 
the  Girard  Orpfian  Asylum. 

MARYLAND.  . 

- Potion  and  Resources.  A review  of  the 
no  one  of  her  citizens  oan.  wcllje  ^nddfcent  _to 
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ue  seen  by  the  foregoing  that  only  four 
states  roduce  more  than  $100  to  each  head  of  the 
Peculation — viz:  Vermont,  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  Of  these  Vermont  takes  the  lead;  and 
must  certainly  he  considered  the  most  enterprising, 
industrious  and  thrifty  agricultural  state  in  the  nniou. 

Massachusetts  is  lowest  in  the  scale;  hut  tha„  state 
is  engaged  extensively  in  commerce  an.u  manutac- 

tUThe  states  most  devoted  tq  planting  and  farming, 
or  whose  products  arc  chiefly  agricultural,  are  most- 
ly the  southern  auu  western.  All  the  New  England 
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operate  to  draw  away  hands  from  agriculture.  ] 

The  average  productions  per  capitem  is 
Fourteen  members  of  the  union  rise  above  this  ave- 
rage, the  remaining  ten  below  it. 
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the  other.  By  those  who  assume  that  the  Potomac 
is  the  dividing  line  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Alle- 
ganies,  as  the  Ohio  is  admitted  to  be,  upon  the  west- 
ern side,  she  is  classed  as  a northern  state — others, 
insisting  that  “ Mason  and  Dixon's  line"  is  the  true  de- 
markation,  attach  Maryland  to  the  southern  states. 
As  debatable  ground — a border  state,  at  least,  if  not 
neutral  ground— upon  many  topics  which  are  suppos- 
ed to  divide  the  interests  and  opinions  of  the  people 
of  the  two  sections  of  this  confederation,  Maryland 
must  be  an  object  of  attention  to  the  whole  union. 
The  data  for  reflection,  upon  one  of  the  most  exciting 
topics  which  this  position  involves,  we  gave  in  the 
statistics  of  the  state  above  referred  to.  [They  will 
be  found  in  the  concluding  number  of  the  Register, 
vol.  59.]  That  topic  it  is  not  our  present  purpose  to 
touch. 

In  political  relations  Maryland  is,  in  a variety 
of  particulars,  an  intermediate  state.  To  have  the  ca- 
pital of  the  nation  located  within  what  was  her  terri- 
tory, and  which  yet  constitutes,  in  many  respects,  a 
part  of  her  community,  is  an  admission  of  her  central 
position,  of  which  she  may  well  be  proud.  What  a 
vast  advantage  is  derived  to  her  people  from  having 
a tribute  brought  up  annually  from  every  corner  of 
the  union,  to  the  national  temple,  in  which  the  san- 
hedrim assemble! — a tribute  of  which  the  dollars  and 
cents  that  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  there  ex- 
pending for  subsistance,  is  but  the  pecuniary  conside- 
ration; and  yet,  that  should  have  its  weight  in  the  es- 
timate, as  furnishing  a cash  market  for  the  produce 
of  the  surrounding  region,  of  something  approaching 
a million  of  dollars.  But  this  sinks  into  insignifi- 
cance, when  compared  with  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  association  which  it  affords — may  we  not  say 
the  education  which  it  insures — to  that  people  amongst 
whom  the  most  distinguished  and  talented  men  from 
every  community,  of  every  section  of  the  union,  are 
concentrated,  and  bound  to  sojourn  for  a considera- 
ble period  of  each  year — and  those,  too,  renewed 
year  by  year,  by  fresh  selections?  That  the  loca- 
tion of  a seminary  of  learning,  in  any  community,  has 
a most  powerful  influence  in  elevating  the  character 
of  the  surrounding  people,  has  long  been  matter  of 
general  observation.  What  superior  advantages,  then, 
must  that  people  enjoy,  who  possess  a position  to 
which,  as  a common  centre,  the  best  talents  of  the 
whole  country  is  attracted,  and  there  retained  in  the 
fullest  exercise  of  their  highest  powers?  The  execu- 
tive of  the  nation — the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments— the  principal  officers  of  government — the  se- 
nate, confessedly  selected  as  the  first  men  of  each 
state — representatives,  chosen  from  among  the  most 
emiment  of  each  district  in  the  union — the  supreme 
court  and  bar,  always  of  the  highest  forensic  tatents 
known  to  the  country.  Such  assemblages  it  is  the 
peculiar  fortune  of  Maryland  to  have  tlje  advantages 
of,  from  the  location  of  the  seat  of  the  general  go- 
vernment,— considering  "the  city  of  Washington  as 
in  all  those  respects,  it  may  yet  fairly  be  claimed,  a 
part  of  the  Maryland  community.  To  the  eloquent 
voices  of  such  men  her  citizens  daily  listen,  and 
with  them  mingle  and  become  familiar. 

But  besides  and  above  these  fortuitous  advantages, 
Maryland  possesses  others,  marked  out  by  the  kind 
hand  of  Providence,  and  of  which  no  revolution  of 
society  can  deprive  her.  Embosoming  within  her 
borders  one  of  the  most  magnificent  sheets  of  naviga- 
ble water  upon  this globe,  connecting  with  which,  her 
territory  is  interspersed  with  tributary  streams  that 
on  one  hand  furnish  the  safest,  quickest  and  cheapest 
possible  highway  to  market  from  almost  every  plan- 
tation of  one-half  of  the  state,  and  on  the.  other  hand, 
a never  failing  water  power,  of  incalculable  value.’ 
Her  commercial  advantages  have  been  proved  by  the 
rapid  growth  of  her  emporium,  which  in  half  a cen- 
tury has  increased  its  population  more  than  sevenfold 
—say  from  13,503  in  1790,  to  102,513  in  1840.  They 
have  been  proved  too  by  the  spirited  competition 
which  the  state  sustains  with  other  commercial  states 
for  superiority  of  tonnage — she  now  ranks  as  to  num- 
ber of  tons,  the  fourth  state  of  the  union;  Maine  be- 
ing the  first,  N.  York  the  second,  and  Massachusetts 
the  third.  As  to  beauty,  symmetry  of  construction 
and  fleetness  of  sailing,  there  are  no  vessels  to  surpass, 
if  any  are  equal  to,  those  of  the  Chesapeake.  The 
forests  of  the  state  of  Maryland  furnish  this  day  the 
best  timber  for  ship  building,  except  the  live  oak, 
that  is  to  be  found  in  this  country. 

In  the  products  of  her  soil,  Maryland  may  strictly 
be  classed  as  an  intermediate  state  of  this  union — par- 
taking of  facilities  for  the  production  of  almost  every 
thing  produced  in  any  other  state,  except  rice,  indigo 
and  the  sugar  cane.  Even  cotton,  the  proudest  sta- 
ple of  the  south,  was  cultivated  to  some  extent  in 
Maryland  long  before  it  was  attended  to  in  those 
states  that  now  cultivate  little  else. 

But  besides  enjoying  a considerable  space  of  sea- 
coast,  and  much  the  largest  inland  coast  of  any  state 
of  this  union,  with  all  the  advantages  derived  to  her 


citizens  from  such  position — besides  having  a larger 
number  of  safe  harbors  for  foreign  shipping  than  any 
other  state,  those  harbors  and  the  ample  high  way  to 
them,  extends  further  into  the  interior  than 
that  of  any  other  state,  and  the  connection  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  this  state  to  construct  between  these 
points  and  the  waters  of  the  great  western  valley, 
aye,  and  with  the  waters  of  the  great  western  lakes 
also,  are  more  direct,  more  eligible,  more  practicable 
than  any  other  route  that  can  be  constructed  between 
the  Atlantic  and  that  immense  region  of  country 
which  those  waters  penetrate. 

The  superiority  of  the  Maryland  route  of  connec- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  the  west,  was  clearly 
conceded,  by  its  being  selected  for  the  location  of  the 
great  national  turnpike,  now  McAdamized  road, 
which  by  the  direction  of  congress,  was  started  from 
Cumberland,  Allegany  county,  Maryland,  many  years 
since,  and  after  traversing  the  mountains  by  easy  as- 
cents, is  yet  wending  its  way  towards  the  Rocky 
mountains.  For  the  construction  of  this  road  how 
many  millions  of  dollars  have  been  appropriated?  and 
appropriations  continue  to  be  made  every  few  years. 
To  have  the  terminus  of  a highway  of  such  extent 
as  this  is,  and  is  to  be,  within  her  borders,  is  of  itself 
of  inestimable  value,  as  well  as  a proof  of  the  eligi- 
bility of  position. 

But  it  is  the  superiority  of  water  courses  as  a 
thoroughfare  for  trade,  and  the  fact  that  the  wa- 
ters of  the  west  and  those  of  the  Atlantic  approach 
nearer  to  each  other  by  the  Potomac  valley  than  by 
any  other  route,  that  will  always  render  that  the 
most  eligible  direction  for  trade. 

The  precise  data  which  amply  sustain  the  superio- 
rity of  this  route  were  collected  and  published  before 
the  people  of  Maryland  undertook  to  make  that  con- 
nection by  the  artificial  highways  which  she  is  now 
constructing.  These  data  have  never  yet  been  con- 
troverted— and  they  cannot  be. 

It  was  to  general  George  Washington  himself, 
as  the  pioneering  engineer  of  such  a project,  that  the 
state  of  Maryland  is  indebted  for  the  suggestion. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  of  surveyors,  as  well  as  of 
warriors  and  of  statesmen.  Gen.  George  Washington 
presided  in  the  first  internal  improvement  convention 
that  ever  assembled  in  the  United  States.  This  con- 
vention met  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  perhaps  in  the 
year  1785,  at  any  rate  immediately  after  the  revolu- 
. tion,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  project  of  im- 
i proving  these  peculiar  advantages  of  position.  Many 
of  the  most  eminent  men  of  that  day  were  in  that 
convention.  Inspired  by  the  views  there  presented,  the 
state  of  Maryland  was  induced  to  embark  in  the  un- 
dertaking, and  at  that  early  period,  exhausted  as  the 
country  then  was  by  the  recent  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence, Maryland  led  the  way  towards  “internal  im- 
provements,” fully  persuaded  of  the  capacities  that 
nature  had  stamped  upon  her  position  for  becoming 
the  favorite  depot  of  the  vast  trade  which  would  one 
day  find  its  way  across  the  Allegany  ridge  and  con- 
nect the  millions  of  people  that  would  inhabit  each 
side  of  the  mountains.  Large  expenditures  were  au- 
thorised by  the  legislature  to  improve  those  facili- 
ties. 

If  we  mistake  not,  the  old  Maryland  canal  was  the 
first  canal  constructed  in  this  country.  But  it  was 
with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Potomac  river  that  the  principle  expenditure  was 
then  authorised  by  the  state.  So  little,  however,  did 
the  people  of  this  country  then  know  of  the  science 
of  internal  improvements,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wonder- 
ed at  that  the  details  of  those  new  enterprizes  should 
be  ill-directed  and  unfortunate.  The  attempt  to 
make  the  bed  of  the  Potomac  river  navigable,  drain- 
ed the  treasury  of  the  state  of  Maryland  of  the  then 
very  formidable  sum  of  $140,000,  without  realising 
any  benefit  whatever. 

Nor  was  the  next  project  in  which  some  of  her 
citizens  were  induced  to  embark,  with  others  of 
the  adjoining  state  of  Delaware,  a whit  more  fortu- 
nate. The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  two  states 
which  lies  between  Elk  River,  leading  into  the  head 
of  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  Deleware  bay,  caught 
at  the  idea  of  connecting  the  two  bays  by  a canal. 
How  little  was  then  known  in  this  country  on  the 
subject  of  canal) ing,  was  sufficiently  illustrated  by 
the  fact  that  after  holding  a few  public  meetings 
upon  the  subject,  it  was  finally  resolved  to  commence 
the  work  upon  their  own  hook,  under  the  firm  per- 
suasion that  it  was  little  more  of  a task  than  to  dig 
a common  mil!  race — and  to  work  they  went  accord- 
ingly with  all  due  enthusiasm. 

They  soon  got  tired  of  digging  however — and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better  to  form  an 
association  and  employ  workmen.  Very  considera- 
ble funds  were  raised,  and  an  engineer  appointed, 
who  happened  to  know,  that  before  a canal  could  be 
ehective,  a feeder  must  be  found  to  supply  water 
upon  its  summit  level,  and  to  work  he  went  with  a 
formidable  force  to  conduct  a neighboring  stream  of 


water  to  the  point  of  elevation.  To  excavate  this 
sub-canal,  exhausted  the  whole  of  the  funds  of  the 
company,  and  when  the  water  was  at  last  let  into  it, 
they  found  to  their  utter  dismay,  that  the  natural 
absorption  of  the  earth  in  its  length  exhausted  every 
drop  of  the  water  the  stream  afforded  and  there  was 
none  left  for  the  main  canal. 

To  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Ca- 
nal company,  which  succeeded  that  project,  the 
state  subsequently  subscribed  $50,000.  The  invest- 
ment proved  totally  unproductive.  The  principal 
part  of  the  stock  of  this  company  was  furnished  by 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  expenditure  was 
immensely  beyond  their  highest  estimates  of  its  cost 
say  upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars. 

These  discouraging  results  for  a long  time  para- 
lised  the  spirit  of  internal  improvements  in  Mary- 
land. It  was  many  years  before  it  could  again  be 
roused  into  action,  and  when  awakened,  the  geogra- 
phical localities  of  the  state  were  found  to  have  or- 
ganized parties  which  for  a long  time  presented  in- 
surmountable barriers  to  any  progress  whatever. 
The  Susquehanna  interest,  and  the  Potomac  interest, 
were  at  direct  variance.  Neither  of  them  were 
strong  enough  to  carry  any  measure  in  the  legisla- 
ture whilst  the  eastern  shore  counties  remained  hos- 
tile to  opening  avenues  by  either,  that  might  bring 
competitors  to  a market  of  which  they  now  enjoyed 
a kind  of  monopoly  from  their  superior  facilities 
of  access.  From  this  cause  Maryland  remained  in- 
active for  nearly  half  a century  after  the  failure  of  her 
first  enterprise. 

It  was  not  until  aroused  by  the  bold  and  success- 
ful strides  of  New  York  in  opening  an  avenue  to  the 
great  western  lakes — and  witnessing  the  gigantic  en- 
terprise commenced  by  Pennsylvania  with  a view  to 
secure  the  western  trade — and  the  movements  of 
Virginia  towards  connecting  the  James  River  with 
the  Kanahawa,  that  at  length  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  people  of  Maryland  to  the  fact,  that  if  her 
own  superior  natural  advantages  were  much  longer 
neglected,  her  more  enterprising  neighbors  would 
soon  leave  her  no  chance  for  trade  with  the  interior, 
except  through  the  channels  of  which  they  held  the 
keys.  Would  the  people  of  Maryland  fold  their  arms 
in  listless  idleness  and  see  their  neighbors  running 
away  with  profitable  trade  that  was  seeking  her  ave- 
nues, was  now  the  question. 

To  these  considerations  were  superadded  an  es- 
timate of  the  vast  resources  which  the  coal  and  iron 
mines  of  the  Allegany  region  had  now  begun  to  de- 
velope.  Whether  they  were  to  remain  totally  in- 
operative for  lack  of  sufficient  enterprise  to  connect 
them  with  the  seat  of  trade,  or  by  an  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  state,  be  opened  to  profitable  use,  was 
now  also  an  enquiry. 

It  had  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  Mary- 
landers to  be  distinguished  for  enterprise.  The  pre- 
dicament into  which  she  had  recently  fallen  was  not 
that  of  apathy,  but  of  unfortunate  jealousies.  By 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  this  spirit  the  opportunity 
of  improving  the  avenues  of  either  the  Potomac  or  the 
Susquehanna  in  pursuit  of  the  trade  of  the  west,  had 
been  prevented — a too  contracted  view  of  the  true 
interest  of  the  state  was  taken  by  some  of  her  influ- 
ential men.  She  lost  much  by  not  pushing  the  im- 
provements of  her  natural  position,  as  was  first  de- 
termined upon — and  fell  behind  one  of  the  states  at 
least,  instead  of  leading  in  the  carrier  of  internal 
improvements. 

Awake  at  length  to  a sense  of  what  was  really  at 
stake,  the  different  parties  coalesced,  and  now,  all 
was  enthusiasm  fora  participation  in  the  trade  which 
constituted  so  essential  a part  of  our  prosperity. 
Enterprise  and  improvements  became  the  order  of 
the  day.  New  York  was  making  her  fortune  before 
our  eyes,  by  her  canals — and  was  pushing  her  trade 
to  the  very  Ohio,  which  was  so  much  nearer  to  us. 
The  Maryland  avenues  were  again  brought  into  view. 
And  the  cities  of  the  District — the  states  of  Virgi- 
nia and  Ohio — -and  at  length  the  general  government 
itself,  was  enlisted  in  the  project  for  its  improve- 
ment. 

The  spirit  of  that  day  was  admirable.  The  enter- 
prise was  commenced  under  fair  prospects — and  for 
a time  the  career  was  onward. 

But  difficulties  were  in  the  path.  The  state  had 
become  fairly  embarked  and  made  a heavy  invest- 
ment in  this  main  undertaking  of  connecting  the 
Chesapeake  with  the  Ohio  by  a canal,  when  an  en- 
tirely new  project  was  started,  of  connecting  the 
city  of  Baltimore  with  the  same  points  on  the  Ohio 
by  a rail  road.  This  suggestion  at  once  captivated 
the  Baltimore  community.  The  state  seconded  their 
views — and  a rival  work  was  forthwith  started,  and 
soon  come  into  collision  with  the  prior  association, 
for  the  right  of  way.  Unpleasant  feelings,  bicker- 
ings, disputes,  law  suits,  injunctions,  followed  each 
other  in  succession,  and  at  length  both  works  were 
locked  up  in  chancery. 
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The  expenses,  vexations  and  delays  incident  to 
such  controversies  at  length  brought  the  belligerent 
parties  to  perceive  their  folly.  A compromise  was  ef- 
fected, and  after  loosing  much  of  their  money,  their 
credit,  and  of  the  public  confidence,  they  agreed  to 
jog  on  together,  and  construct  two  great  thorough- 
fares, instead  of  one,  through  the  same  avenue. 

This,  for  Maryland,  was  truly  a stupendous  under- 
taking— and  the  more  so,  seeing,  that  the  general  go- 
vernment having  passed  under  different  control,  now 
deserted  the  enterprize.  The  District  cities  had  be- 
come overwhelmed  with  their  participation  in  it  and 
could  aid  no  more — and  Virginia  had  circumscribed 
her  resources  in  order  to  complete  her  own  projects. 
Maryland  was  left  alone,  to  get  on  with  her  works  as 
she  could. 

And  now  again  came  up  interests  in  behalf  of  other 
projects.  A rail  road  to  connect  the  city  of  Balti- 
more with  the  Susquehanna,  and  a canal  to  connect 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  with  the  tide  water  of  the 
Chesapeake; — a rail  road  to  extend  the  length  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  counties — and  another  upon  the  At- 
lantic border,  in  Worcester  county,  were  all  urged 
upon  the  legislature — and  it  was  found  after  repeated 
experiments,  absolutely  in  vain  to  attempt  to  get  ap- 
propriations for  any  one  of  these  projects,  including 
those  of  the  Potomac,  unless  all  the  others,  except  that 
of  Worcester,  were  accommodated  also.  It  became  a 
single  question  then,  not  whether,  instead  of  commenc- 
ing and  completing  one  work  at  a time,  as  all  admitted 
would  have  been  the  wisest  course  for  the  state,  if  it 
could  have  been  effected,  but  whether  the  state  should 
intrepidly  attempt  to  execute  the  whole  at  once, — - 
or,  should  see  the  whole  at  once  abandoned.  Though 
the  course  of  wisdom  was  obvious  enough,  yet  the 
obstacles  to  pursuing  that  course  were  rendered  inve- 
terate by  local  pertinacities — and  no  alternative  was 
left. 

It  was  a most  embarrassing  position,  and  the  legis- 
lature after  a long  session  and  an  elaborate  discus- 
sion, during  which  every  expedient  to  get  on  with  a 
part  only,  was  faithfully  tried,  finally  hesitated  to 
decide,  until  they  adjourned  and  went  home  to  their 
constituents  for  express  instructions  upon  the  ulti- 
mate question,  whether  the  state  should  so  far  involve 
itself  as  to  undertake  the  whole  of  those  projects  at  once? 
They  took  with  them  in  their  hands  the  project,  de- 
nominated uthe  eight  million  bill,”  which  amount  of 
money  was  involved  in  the  several  estimates,  and  j 
deliberated  at  home  and  amongst  their  own  influen-  j 
tial  advisers,  what  in  such  a case  ought  to  be  done,  j 

They  returned  to  the  extra  session  of  1836,  with 
the  distinct  expression  of  the  public  voice.  The  peo- 
ple of  Maryland  deliberately  instructed  them  to  pro-  1 
ceed  with  the  improvements, — the  law  was  passed, 
and  Maryland  decided  at  every  hazard  that  those 
works  of  improvement  should  be  completed. 

Predicating  upon  this  conclusion,  the  several  in- 
ternal improvement  companies  forthwith  went  to 
work  and  incurred  heavy  outlays  in  pushing  on  their 
enterprizes.  All  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  that 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  rail  road,  which  was  abandon- 
ed, are  at  this  day  either  in  operation,  or  far  progress- 
ing towards  completion. 

The  course  of  several  of  them  however  have  been 
strewed  with  difficulties.  It  had  been  the  unfortu- 
nate fate  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  compa- 
ny, for  instance,  to  have  its  talented  projector  and 
presiding  officer,  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  displaced, 
and  the  office  bestowed  by  a person  having  no  attach- 
ment to  the  enterprise,  upon  a partizan  of  his  own, 
from  a remote  section  of  the  union,  altogether  unac- 
qnainted  with  the  duties  required  of  such  an  officer, 
and  indifferent,  it  is  feared,  to  any  thing  but  the  per- 
quisites of  the  office.  Again  and  again  it  was  the 
fortune  of  the  same  company  to  have  their  credit  im- 
paired by  imputations  upon  the  proceedings  of  those 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  company,  and 
by  long  and  labored  investigations  into  their  proceed- 
ings. And  finally,  it  was  their  hard  destiny  to  have 
politics  mixed  up  more  or  less  with  their  administra- 
tion, and  obstructing  their  onward  direction. 

The  principle  embarrassments  which  occurred 
however  were  common  to  the  whole  of  the  projects, 
and  originated  in  the  difficulties  which  were  unex- 
pectedly found  in  obtaining  funds  upon  the  credit  of 
the  state  on  the  terms  which  the  law  prescribed.  At 
the  moment  the  law  passed,  or  at  any  time  before, 
there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  funds 
at  those  rates,  but  the  untoward  'circumstances  to 
which  the  monetary  concerns  of  both  Europe  and 
America  were  suddenly  reduced  in  that  year, — the 
failure  of  the  banks  to  continue  specie  payments — 
the  depreciation  of  American  securities  and  of  the 
value  of  all  stocks — the  general  impairing  of  credit, 
all  operated  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
funds.  It  was  at  length  found  indispensable  to  re- 
sort to  direct  taxation  in  order  to  insure  the  faith  of 
the  state  and  to  sustain  its  credit. 


When  the  legislature  of  Maryland  first  harmonized 
her  conflicting  parties,  local  and  political,  in  behalf 
of  internal  improvements,  which  happened  in  the 
session  of  1821-2, — and  before  any  works  were  com- 
menced, they  very  prudently  determined  to  prepare 
for  the  enterprise  by  levying  taxes  to  sustain  the 
treasury  during  the  progress  of  their  undertaking. 
The  product  of  those  taxes  amounted  to  about 
$100,000  per  annum. 

This  precaution  however  was  abandoned  two  or 
three  years  afterwards,  under  the  persuasion  that  it 
would  be  practicable  to  effect  the  improvements 
without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  a tax  upon  the 
people.  Had  the  state  confined  its  operations  to  a 
single  enterprise,  and  completed  one  before  entering 
upon  another  project,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  all 
the  projects  could  have  been  accomplished  one  after 
another, and  at  far  less  expense  than  they  will  eventu- 
ally cost.  But  such  were  the  inveterate  difficulties 
which  surrounded  the  projects,  that  though  all  ad- 
mitted that  this  would  be  the  course  of  prudence,  it 
was  utterly  in  vain  to  attempt  to  control  the  case. — 
The  old  local  interests  remained  inflexible.  Potomac 
should  not  have  her  canal,  unless  Baltimore  had  her 
rail  road,  and  Susquehanna  her  tide  water  canal  and 
rail  road  also — and  so  on.  All  must  go  on  at  once, 
or  none  should  go.  And  onward  they  all  went,  still 
full  of  hope  and  buoyant  with  expectations. 

But  the  trying  time  was  to  come.  In  almost  every 
such  undertaking  there  is  much  ardor  in  the  com- 
mencement, which  becomes  exhausted  whilst  en- 
countering those  difficulties  that  are  inseperable  from 
great  works.  Mistakes,  mismanagement,  disappoint- 
ment as  to  locality,  thousands  of  objections  start  up, 
and  even  the  patient  and  persevering^  friends  of  the 
enterprize  are  worn  out  with  embarrassments  which 
surround  their  progress.  And  the  crisis  at  last  ar- 
rives when  it  is  discovered  that  the  original  estimates 
of  cost  will  be  considerably  exceeded — their  funds 
already  exhausted — their  credit,  at  a large  discount, 
and  the  public  impatient  at  the  delays  which  they 
have  been  unable  to  avoid.  The  interest,  in  the 
meantime,  upon  the  amount  already  expended,  ac- 
cumulates heavily,  and  has  to  be  provided  for,  as 
well  as  the  means  wherewith  to  progress  in  the  re- 
maining work.  Delay  is  rendered  exceedingly  ex- 
pensive— and  to  get  on  becomes  every  hour  more  and 
more  difficult. 

One  more  manly  effort  would  probably  complete  the 
enterprize.  That  effort  required  that  the  legislature 
should  sustain  the  credit  of  the  state  for  the  occasion, 
by  an  efficient  direct  tax.  The  people  of  Maryland 
hardly  hesitated.  A large  majority  in  each  branch 
of  the  legislature  acquiesced  in  the  necessity — a new 
assessment  of  the  whole  of  the  property  within  the 
state  was  directed  to  be  made,  and  a tax,  considered 
adequate  to  the  exigency,  has  been  levied  upon  the 
people. 

Having  thus  hastily  reviewed  the  peculiar  position 
of  Maryland,  strongly  inducing  her  to  commence  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  sketched  the  progress  of 
the  enactments  for  constructing  those  improvements, 
let  us  now  see  where  we  are — what  is  yet  to  be  done, 
what  are  our  resources  to  complete  that  which  re- 
mains, and  where  we  shall  be  when  the  several  works 
are  accomplished. 

Several  of  the  public  works  are  at  length  in  ope- 
ration— but  as  we  all  know,  they  were  hurried  into 
operation,  without  having  been  fairly  completed,  and 
that  they  require  nearly  the  whole  of  the  revenue 
they  receive,  to  make  what  is  improperly  classified 
under  the  head  of  “repairs,”  but  which  strictly  belong 
to  the  charge  for  “construction.”  Years  must  elapse, 
and  seasons  have  time  to  operate  and  test  such  struc- 
tures, before  they  can  be  considered  as  finished. 

The  Baltimore  anel  Washington  rail  road,  the  first  of 
the  projects  which  was  said  to  be  completed,  is  a 
branch  constructed  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company.  Travelling  was  commenced  on  this 
branch  in  1835,  and  in  the  six  years  which  have  since 
transpired,  up  to  the  date  of  the  state  treasurer’s  last 
annual  statement,  say  1st  December,  1840,  the  sum 
of  $288,558  35  had  been  paid  into  the  public  trea- 
sury for  the  state’s  interest  in  the  receipts  upon  that 
one  road.  The  whole  investment  of  the  state  in  that 
enterprise  was  $500,000.  Six  and  a half  years  in- 
terest upon  which,  at  five  per  cent,  which  is  what  the 
state  pays  thereon,  is  $162,500 — thus  realizing  a clear 
gain  to  the  state  of  $126,058  35,  upon  that  work — 
almost  repaying  over  one-fourth  of  the  entire  invest- 
ment— and  it  is  well  understood  that  its  receipts  are 
rapidly  accumulating.  In  1840  the  gross  receipts 
were  $202,775  63;  after  deducting  from  this  the  dis- 
bursements, and  the  state’s  proportion,  a residue  of 
$79,244  was  carried  to  the  fund  of  the  entire  com- 
pany. 

The  main  stem,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  itself,  was  incorporated  in  1827,  and  the  forma- 
lity of  laying  the  corner  stone  occurred  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1828.  This  was  the  first  rail  road  of  any 


considerable  length  projected  in  the  United  States, 
and  something  had  to  be  paid  for  apprenticeship  in 
so  novel  an  undertaking.  The  first  ten  miles  were 
constructed  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  the  aver- 
age cost  of  the  single  track  for  the  distance  between 
Baltimore  and  Frederick  was  $15,500  per  mile,  and 
of  the  double  track  $27,128.  Besides  this  an  error 
judgment  occurred  in  constructing  an  inclined 
plain  over  Parr’s  Ridge,  which  after  some  years  ex- 
periment was  found  so  expensive  that  it  had  to  be 
abandoned,  and  a new  route  was  constructed  at  a 
very  heavy  expense,  which  is  now  in  operation,  and 
cars  are  propelled  by  locomotives  the  whole  extent 
of  this  road  as  far  as  it  is  constructed,  and  the  loca- 
tion for  the  residue  of  the  route  has  been  made  with 
the  same  view. 

The  length  of  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Point 
of  Rocks  is  72  miles — the  branch  to  Frederick  3 1 
miles— making  76;  miles.  This  much  has  been  in 
operation  for  some  years. 

The  gross  receipts  of  the  company  from 
this  main  stem,  in  the  year  ending  1st 
October  1840,  were  $432,883  70 

From  which  deduct  disbursements  for  all 
purposes,  including  interest  on  the  loan  290,055  00 

Nett  earnings  during  the  year  $142,838  70 

To  which  add  the  overplus  on  the  Wash- 
ington branch  79,344  55 


Total  $222,083  25 

The  original  investment  of  the  state  in  the  main 
stem,  was  $500,000.  It  has  received  dividends  there- 
on amounting  altogether  to  $28,000,  but  the  dividend 
of  last  year  was  the  first  that  could  fairly  be  called  a 
regular  dividend,  and  was  at  2 per  cent. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  receipts  of  the  state  trea- 
sury from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  compa- 
ny for  the  present  year,  1841,  including  the  main 
stem  and  the  Washington  branch,  will  not  be  less 
than  $83,000 — which  is  over  eight  per  cent,  for  the 
amount  the  state  has  invested  in  both  works. 

Meantime  the  construction  of  the  road  is  rapidly 
progressing.  If  we  mistake  not  it  is  in  operation  now 
above  Williamsport,  and  is  expected  to  be  in  opera- 
tion to  Hancock  by  January  next,  and  to  Cumber- 
land by  July  following. 

The  distance  from  Point  of  Rocks  to  Williams- 
port, 30  miles. 

Thence  to  Cumberland,  75  “ 

Thence  to  Pittsburg,  140  “ 

In  January,  1841,  it  was  estimated  to  require 
$3,934,000  to  complete  the  road  to  Cumberland. — 
The  cost  from  Harper’s  Ferry  to  Wheeling  is  esti- 
mated at  $7,913,789.  The  city  of  Baltimore  and  the 
state  of  Maryland  have  agreed  to  contribute  three 
millions  each,  of  this  sum,  and  the  private  stock- 
holders, the  state  of  Virginia,  and  the  western  cities, 
have  contracted  to  furnish  the  residue.  It  is  not 

until  the  road  shall  have  been  completed  to  the  Ohio, 
that  we  have  any  right  to  calculate  upon  its  yielding 
the  revenue  which  as  an  entire  work  was  the  object 
for  undertaking  it.  But  the  company  have  hereto- 
fore faithfully  met  the  payment  upon  the  interest 
of  the  money  which  they  have  derived  from  the 
state — and  there  is  no  apparent  reason  for  appre- 
hending that  they  will  fail  to  do  so.  So  long  as  this 
is  the  case,  the  work  cannot  be  said  to  be  a charge 
on  the  state  treasury.  On  the  contrary,  when  com- 
pleted, we  have  little  doubt  that  it  will  prove  to 
be,  as  the  Washington  branch  has  already  proved,  a 
profitable  investment. 

The  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  Rail  Road,  com- 
menced in  1830,  completed  a connection  between 
those  two  points,  and  went  into  operation  in  1 840, 
but  in  an  incomplete  condition,  which  is  not  yet  en- 
tirely obviated.  The  appropriation  of  the  state  to- 
wards this  work,  including  $100,000  of  stock  and  the 
residue  in  loans,  amounts  altogether  to  $2,350,000, 
nearly  all  of  which  they  have  received.  The  ex- 
penditures, as  reported  by  the  company,  up  to  30th 
September,  1840,  were  $3,109,742  01,  and  the  gross 
receipts  for  transportation  to  that  time,  including 
that  of  their  lateral  roads,  amounted  to  $68,747  65. 

To  pay  for  completing  their  line  of  road  and  its 
fixtures — to  discharge  debts. which  they  have  allow- 
ed to  accumulate  for  want  of  funds — and  to  redeem 
notes  and  scrip  which  they  had  issued  in  payment 
for  those  and  for  the  apparatus  used  upon  the  road, 
will  for  some  time,  continue  to  exhaust  most  of  what 
the  company  will  receive  for  travel  and  transporta- 
tion. The  ramifications  of  trade  require  time,  to 
adapt  themselves  to  any  new  channel,  and  as  yet 
that  time  has  not  been  afforded  to  either  this  work, 
or  to 

The  Tide  Water  Canal,  which  has  also  been 
constructed  with  a view  to  facilitate  the  transit  of 
produce  between  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna region — and  to  connect  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  and  through  that  avenue  with  the  west, 
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as  well  as  ultimately  with  the  lakes.  This  work 
also  has  but  just  been  so  far  completed  as  to  com- 
mence operations,  say  during  the  summer  of  1840 — 
but  has  been  repeatedly  interrupted  to  make  indis- 
pensable “repairs”  as  they  are  called.  Frequent  pub- 
lications announce  the  extent  of  business  already 
doing  on  this  canal,  yet  it  would  be  too  sanguine  to 
expect  that  their  receipts  will,  for  the  current  year, 
be  sufficient  to  aid  the  public  treasury,  in  meeting  the 
interest  which  will  be  payable  upon  the  one  million 
loaned  by  the  state  to  the  undertaking.  The  company 
is  considerably  involved  in  debt.  The  state  owns 
no  stock  in  this  company. 

The  entire  revenue  of  both  these  works,  if  we  are 
not  mistaken,  are  mortgaged  to  the  state,  to  secure 
the  loans  she  has  advanced  to  them. 

The  Annapolis  and  Washington  Rail  Road,  20j 
miles  in  length,  connecting  the  seat  of  government 
with  the  Washington  and  Baltimore  road,  went  into 
operation  in  a very  incomplete  condition,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  and  even  the  connexion  of  the  roads  is  not 
yet  arranged.  The  buildings  required  are  unfinished, 
and  the  terminus  on  the  Severn,  not  yet  located 
through  the  city.  They  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
their  engine  house  burnt  down,  and  with  it  their  two 
locomotives.  Their  loss  by  the  fire  amounted  to  nearly 
$3,000.  The  company  having  exhausted  its  funds, 
was  embarrassed  by  debts  and  unable  to  obtain  vehi- 
cles wherewith  to  do  much  of  the  work  that  has  been 
offered.  The  receipts  for  the  month  of  August,  even 
under  these  disadvantages,  were  upwards  of  $2,000. 
The  average  however  is  not  so  much.  The  expen- 
ditures when  once  the  road  is  completed,  will  be 
very  inconsiderable.  The  entire  cost  of  construction, 
including  the  debts  due  by  the  company,  amounted 
according  to  their  lastreport  to  $414,435  61,  of  which 
the  state  had  subscribed  $300,000.  Until  the  road 
is  completed  and  in  full  operation,  the  state  cannot 
expect  to  derive  any  thing  from  this  investment.— 
This  is  the  only  company  that  has  yet  made  the  cost 
of  their  work  come  within  the  estimates  originally 
furnished.  To  construct  the  road  without  its  ap- 
pendages was  estimated  to  require  $350,000.  In- 
terest and  exchange  which  had  to  be  met,  constitut- 
ed the  largest  item  of  the  excess  in  the  cost. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  total  receipts  of  this  com- 
pany go  to  accumulate  the  receipts  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  without  the  latter  com- 
pany being  at  one  cent  of  cost  in  constructing  this 
lateral  road.  In  short,  it  is  from  lateral  roads  that  a 
large  portion  of  their  profits  will  ultimately  be  deriv- 
ed. The  rail  road  which  starts  from  Harper’s  Ferry, 
and  is  penetrating  by  Winchester  through  Virginia, 
is  another  of  its  profitable  connections. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  under  a char- 
ter granted  by  Virginia  in  1824,  and  by  Maryland 
and  the  congress  of  the  United  States  in  1825,  was 
commenced  in  1828.  Its  entire  proposed  length  is 
3415  miles — its  width  60  feet,  and  depth  6 feet — be- 
ing equal  or  superior  to  the  capacity  of  the  New  York 
canal,  after  it  shall  have  been  enlarged  as  now  con- 
structing, at  an  expense  of  double  its  original  cost. 
The  amount  of  lockage  required  in  the  entire  line  is 
3,205  feet — of  tunnels,  4 miles  80  yards,  with  a deep 
cut  of  1,060  yards  at  the  west  end  and  14  at  the  east, 
with  a basin  of  880  yards  in  length  and  64  in  width 
at  each  end. 

The  eastern  section  of  this  canal  has  been  com- 
oleted  and  is  in  operation  from  Georgetown  to  with- 
in fifty  miles  of  Cumberland,  and  on  this  fifty  miles 
$2,700,000  have  been  expended. — A considerable 
part  of  this  distance  has  been  excavated,  and  the  hea- 
viest part  of  the  whole,  the  tunnel,  is  more  than  two- 
thirds  done.  The  residue  of  the  work,  says  Mr.  Pre- 
sident Thomas’  reports  of  January,  1841,  will  require 
$1,825,900 — this,  with  the  debts  now  due  by  the  com- 
pany, will  swell  the  amount  to  between  two  and  a 
half  and  three  millions  of  dollars.  The  estimate  of 
the  entire  cost  to  Cumberland,  as  reported  by  Gen. 
Bernard,  then  engineer  in  the  United  States  service, 
was  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The  entire  cost,  how- 
ever, will  fall  little  short  of  twelve  millions,  of  which 
the  state  of  Maryland  will  have  contributed  nine  and 
a half  millions  and  the  United  States  one  million. — 
The  state  of  Maryland  holds  mortgages  of  all  the 
property  and  revenues  of  the  company,  including 
what  the  United  States,  the  state  of  Virginia  and  the 
District  cities  have  severally  subscribed.,  as  well  as 
what  private  stockholders  own. 

The  interest  payable  upon  the  state’s  investment  in 
this  work  may  now  be  estimated  at  $425,000  per  an- 
num— and  every  day  that  its  compeltion  is  delayed, 
costs  the  state  $1,164  for  interest  alone. 

The  very  shortest  method  to  relieve  the  people  of 
this  burthen,  is  to  hurry  on  the  work,  and  bring  the 
revenues  which  will  be  derived  from  it,  after  it  has 
reached  the  coal  and  iron  mines,  to  the  aid  of  the 
public  treasury. 

The  ultimate  connection  of  this  canal  by  the  short- 
est route  with  the  Chesapeake  waters,  we  regard  as 


a matter  of  course,  after  the  main  stem  shall  have 
been  completed  to  the  mines. 

There  is  not  one  canal  in  the  world,  of  which  we 
have  any  knowledge,  connecting  coal  and  iron  mines 
with  places  of  trade,  but  what  have  turned  out  to  be 
profitable.  New  York  has  no  such  auxiliary  on  her 
extensive  line  of  canal,  and  yet  her  canal  has  more 
than  paid  for  its  entire  construction. 

The  estimates  are,  that  in  seven  years  after  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  shall  have  reached  the 
coal  region  in  Allegany,  it  will  be  worth  more  than 
thirteen  millions  of  active  capital  to  its  proprietors, 
and  that  every  year  that  sum  will  be  accumulating. 
Meantime,  in  less  than  three  years  the  value  of  the 
taxable  property  in  the  state  will  have  increased  in 
consequence  of  its  completion,  more  than  would  pay, 
by  the  tax  levied  thereon,  the  interest  of  the  whole 
sum  now  required  to  complete  the  canal  to  Cumber- 
land. How  much  has  the  value  of  property  in  the 
state  of  New  York  been  enhanced  by  the  construc- 
tion of  her  canaf  What  would  be  the  value  of  the 
property  at  Munch  Chunk,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Pennsylvania  mines,  if  they  were  now  without  their 
canals?  The  increase  of  capital,  of  population,  of 
wealth,  dependent  upon  completing  this  work,  is  in- 
calculable. Maryland  having  coal,  to  any  amount, 
to  export,  instead  of  having  to  import  and  pay  fo- 
reigners for  thousands  of  tons  annually  for  her  own 
consumption,  will,  of  itself  be  a most  important 
change  in  the  course  of  trade.  The  Schuylkill  mines 
alone  sent  500,000  tons  of  coal  to  Philadelphia  last 
year.  We  have  read  a notice  that  over  one  hundred 
vessels  were  loading  or  waiting  for  loads  of  coal  at 
one  time  in  the  Schuylkill,  at  Philadelphia,  a few 
weeks  since.  It  is  calculated  that  800,000  tons  of 
coal  would  descend  from  Cumberland  by  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal,  the  first  year  it  is  fairly  put 
into  operation.  This,  at  one  cent  per  ton  per  mile, 
the  price  of  toll,  would  realise  more  than  sufficient 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  whole  sum  advanced  by 
the  state  towards  constructing  the  work. 

Add  to  this  the  value  of  the  coal  itself,  now  buried 
in  the  recesses  of  the  mountains — of  the  iron,  becom- 
ing every  day  more  and  more  useful,  more  necessary 
and  more  profitable — and  the  value  of  the  markets 
while  subsisting  the  thousands  whose  industry  will 
be  required  to  work  the  mines,  the  forges,  the  furna- 
ces and  all  the  machinery  of  such  establishments. 
What  is  it  that  has  built  up  Lowell  in  Massachusetts, 
within  a few  years  from  a wild  solitary  residence,  to 
I a community  numbering  over  25,000  inhabitants, 
holding  property  worth  many  millions  of  dollars? 

Ten  companies  are  now  waiting  to  commence  the 
! transportation  of  coal  so  soon  as  the  canal  is  complet- 
ed. One  of  them  proposes  to  contract  to  pay  the  ca- 
nal company  $100,000  per  annum  for  the  privilege  of 
transporting  their  coal  alone.  Others  it  is  believed 
j would  be  glad  to  make  the  same  bargain.  The  state 
1 geolgist,  in  his  last  official  report  to  the  legislature, 

1 represents  one  of  the  coal  fields  as  containing  86,847 
acres,  and  estimates  the  value  of  the  coal  alone,  ex- 
clusive of  the  iron,  at  sixteen  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  This  is  thought  extravagant.  It  may  be  so, 

I our  object  is  not  to  exagerate.  We  are  content  with 
the  assurance  that  untold  millions  upon  millions  in 
I value,  the  materials  of  wealth  and  prosperity,  are  to 
I be  opened  to  Maryland  enterprize,  and  brought  to 
1 market  by  Maryland  industry  through  this  avenue, 

1 and  which,  without  its  completion,  would  remain  as 
they  have  remained,  like  the  diamond  in  the  mine, 
not  worth  one  cent. 

Do  we  want  better  data  than  mere  speculative 
promises  of  such  results?  We  have  them  in  the  of- 
ficial reports  of  the  products  actually  realized  from 
similar  works  by  our  neighbors.  The  tolls  of  the 
Pennsylvania  works  last  year  amounted  to  upwards 
of  one  million  of  dollars.  Governor  Seward  informs 
us  that  the  net  revenue  of  the  New  York  canals  are 
over  one  million  of  dollars  annually. 

Maryland,  though  temporarily  embarrassed,  is  rieh. 
Here  usual  resources  remains  adequate  to  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  her  government — exclusive  of  the 
public  works  which  her  debt  was  incurred  in  con- 
structing, and  which  are  now  coming  rapidly  into  a 
condition  to  repay  the  treasury  for  the  temporary 
outlay  which  the  people  are  called  upon  to  contribute 
towards  their  completion. 

The  amount  actually  appropriated  towards  public 
works  up  to  1st  December,  1840,  if  we  mistake  not, 


may  thus  be  summed  up: 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  $50,000 
The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  3,700,000 

The  Baltimere  and  Washington  rail  road,  500,000 
The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  7,200,000 

The  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  raod,  2,350,000 
The  Tide  Water  canal,  1,000,000 

The  Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  rail  road,  300,000 


$15,100,000 


This  is  exclusive  of  the  two  millions  appropriated 
last  session  towards  completing  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal,  but  made  under  such  restrictions  that 
the  company  have  not  been  able  to  avail  thereof,  and 
it  therefore  remains  inoperative. 

On  three  millions  two  hundred  thousand  of  the 
sum  included  above  in  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  item,  that  company  has  contracted  to,  and  will 
no  doubt  pay  three  years  interest. 

This  virtuallv  reduces  the  above  aggregate  to 
$11,900,000. 

But  let  us  concede  the  whole  amount  as  due,  and 
that  the  state  has  to  provide  annually  for  the  in- 
terest accruing  on  that  amount — say  in  round  num- 
bers $900,000;  or  if  we  include  the  cost  of  finishing 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland  in  the 
estimate,  and  it  ought  to  be  included,  the  interest 
upon  the  whole  would  amount  to  nearly  $1,120,000. 

What  resources  have  we  to  meet  this  with? 

Entirely  unaccustomed  as  the  people  of  Maryland 
have  been  to  a state  tax,  they  hardly  know  what  an 
untouched  resource  they  have  in  reserve. 

Of  the  result  of  the  general  assessment  which  was 
ordered  by  the  last  legislature,  and  which  is  about 
being  completed,  we  are  yet  uninformed,  and  have 
therefore  to  resort  to  mere  estimates,  predicated  part- 
ly upon  the  results  of  old  assessments. 

Without  having  room  for  the  particulars  which 
lie  before  us,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  sum  the  aggre- 
gate in  round  numbers.  Without  pretending  to  ac- 
curacy, they  will  be  found  not  very  foreign  from 
the  mark. 

In  1790,  fifty  years  ago,  there  were  5,444,272 
acres  of  land  assessed  in  the  state.  We  set  down 
the  value  of  the  land  now,  at  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  $100,000,000 

The  value  of  the  improvements  thereon , 
including  buildings  in  the  cities,  the 
improvements  upon  the  water 
courses,  dwellings,  upon  the  farms, 

&.c. — and  all  other  “real  estate”  100,000,000 
“Personal  property,”  including  live 
stock  (the  horses  alone,  in  Mary- 
land, we  observe  by  the  returns  un- 
der the  census,  are  valued  at  four 
millions  of  dollars;  and  cattle,  sheep 
and  swine  swells  the  amount  to  up- 
wards of  eight  million  of  dollars). 

Stock  in  trade.  (The  mayor  of  Bal- 
timore, in  his  last  annual  report  esti- 
mates the  goods  sold  in  that  city  an- 
nually, at  $18,400,000.  By  the  cen- 
sus returns  of  the  state  it  appears 
that  there  are  seventy  houses  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade — one  hundred 
and  seventeen  commission  houses, 
with  1,266,700  capital,  and  2,308 
stores,  having  an  aggregate  capital  of 
$9,157,494).  Bank  and  all  other  joint 
company  stocks,  (the  bank  capital  is 
about  ten  millions  of  dollars).  Bonds, 
notes  and  other  evidences  of  debt — 
foreign  stocks  owned  by  citizens  of 
the  state,  shipping,  agricultural  pro- 
ducts— (the  value  of  grain  produced 
annually,  is,  according  to  the  returns 
of  the  census,  $9,289,490.  Tobacco 
and  hay  over  one  million  each). 

Furniture — carriages — ornaments — 
books — impliments — &c.  &c.  We 
are  surely  under  the  amount  in  set- 
ting down  the  whole  at  100,000,000 

Making  the  whole  assessable  property  $300,000,000 
And  this,  if  we  are  right  in  our  recollection,  was 
about  the  amount  estimated  by  the  house  of  delegates, 
during  their  discussion  upon  the  subject. 

Upon  this  sum,  a direct  tax  of  only  five  cents  on  every 
one  hundred  dollars,  would  pay  off  the  whole  of  the 
state  debt  at  once,  in  a single  year,  and  leave  us  our 
investments  in  the  public  works,  whatever  they  may 
prove  to  be  worth,  clear! 

The  tax  levied  under  the  act  which  is  about  to  go 
into  operation,  is  only  at  the  rate  of  one  fifth  of  one 
cent,  on  every  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  assessable 
property;  and  at  that  rate,  if  our  valuation  be  not 
too  high,  the  tax  will  amount  to  $600,000  per  an- 
num. ^ 

At  the  rate  of  one  third  of  one  cent  in  every  one 
hundred  dollars,  the  product  would  be  one  million 
dollars. 

But  besides  this  ultimate  and  ample  resort,  which 
presents  Maryland  in  her  real  and  collossal  powers, 
if  occasion  demand  their  exercise,  we  have  other 
formidable  resources  which  will  be  brought  into  re- 
quisition. 

First  of  these,  is  our  proportion  of  the  products 
of  the  public  lands,  which,  under  the  act  of  the 
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late  extra  session  of  congress  is  now  at  length  insured  mint,  where,  true  to  the  character  of  the  newly  rich, 


to  us. 


it  will  soon  be  taking  ‘liberties.'1 


I The  news  in  regard  to  the  success  of  Wild  Cat 
(Coachoochee),  is  not  so  cheering.  That  chief  has 
I returned  to  Tampa  from  his  mission  to  the  camp 

which  passed  both  houses  of  congress  in  1832,  md  i 3 appropriation  of  $200,000  for  the  purpose  j He^wS^onSer  uSTthe 

------  - ' then  tro-  draining  and  reclaiming  swamp  lands  belonging  to  , Pt.~,  o'T.®  “P\ 


By  a calculation  which  lately  appeared  in  the  Bal-  ^ T . 

timore  American,  it  is  shown,  that  had  the  law  I Draining  Lands.  This 
t- : j i.  < i-  i c mon  maae 


state  some  time  since 


which  President  Jackson  prevented  from  then  go 
ing  into  operation,  by  defeating  the  sufficient  ma- 
jorities that  were  then  in  each  house  to  have  enacted 
it,  the  veto  notwithstanding,  if  he  had  then  returned 
the  bill  with  his  veto; — Maryland’s  proportion  of  the 
sale  of  lands,  from  1832  to  1838,  would  have  amount- 
ed to  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars.  What 
it  would  have  been  from  1838  to  this  period,  we  have 
not  ascertained. 

According  to  an  estimate  which  we  lately  publish- 
ed, supposing  the  annual  sales  of  land  to  average  only 
three  millions  of  dollars,  the  proportion  receivable 
by  Maryland  would  be  $72,000  per  annum.  This  in- 
come, whatever  it  may  amount  to,  is  a new,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  a permanent  revenue  to  the  state  trea- 
sury. 

Again: — We  have  an  honest  and  long  delayed 
claim  upon  the  United  States  government  for  the  ba- 
lance of  what  the  state  patriotically  advanced  during 
the  late  war,  which,  with  the  accumulating  interest 
thereon,  now  exceeds  $100,000. 

We  have  also  the  claim  for  the  last  instalment  of 
the  surplus  revenue,  which  by  law  was  to  have  been 
divided  amongst  the  states. 

We  have  the  bonus  to  which  the  state  will  be  enti- 
tled upon  recliartering  the  several  banks  of  the  state 
— nearly  all  of  whose  charters  expire  in  1845. 

We  shall  have  in  aid  of  the  current  resources  of 
the  state,  the  lottery  revenue,  relieved  of  the  charge 
thereon  of  $12,000  per  annum  for  the  completion  of 
the  Washington  monument — and  the  auction  revenue, 
relieved  from  the  payment  of  $20,000  annually  for 
indemnities. 

And  lastly,  we  shall  have  whatever  additional  re- 
venue the  further  progress  and  use  of  the  various 
public  works  will  now  begin  to  bring  in,  in  remune- 
ration for  the  advances  made  by  the  state  towards 
their  construction;  and  which  will  eventually  bring 
most  of  them,  if  not  every  one  of  them  from  the  “ un- 
productive1'1 to  the  “productive’’'1  side  of  the  treasurer’s 
annual  statement  of  the  capital  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land. Fifteen  millions  invested,  yielding  six  per  cent, 
would  amount  to  $900,000  per  annum. 

In  the  meantime,  the  legislature  when  they  first 
commenced  the  public  works  and  permitted  the  cre- 
dit of  the  state  to  be  used,  made  a wise  provision  for 
redeeming  the  principle  of  the  debts  thus  contracted. 

A Sinking  Fund,  was  instituted,  which  has  ever 
since  been  in  vigilant  though  silent  operation,  and 
which  amounted  according  to  the  treasurer’s  report 
as  of  1st  December  last,  to  the  sum  of  $1,076,533  88, 
and  so  constituted,  and  by  him  regularly  compound- 
ed, that  the  state  has  only  to  maintain  its  integrity, 
and  this  resource  will  of  itself  pay  off  the  whole  of 
the  principal  of  all  the  debts  which  the  state  has  in- 
curred, by  the  time  the  several  loans  which  constitute 
them,  shall  become  payable — leaving  us,  when  this  is 
effected,  the  whole  investment,  and  all  the  revenues  it 
may  produce,  as  a clear  gain. 

Such  are  the  views  which  have  stimulated  the  real 
friends  and  steady  supporters  of  our  system  of  public 
improvements,  throughout  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
very  difficult,  and  sometimes  unpopular  task  which 
their  views  of  the  time  interest  of  the  state  inspired 
them  to  undertake,  and  to  press  forward  with  all 
energy.  Such  the  proofs  of  the  result  so  far,  of 
what  they  promised — such  the  basis  of  the  future 
prospects  for  Maryland.  A full  share  of  the  travel 
and  trade  of  the  west — a full  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  a realiza- 
tion of  their  vast  value,  with  all  the  concomitant  re- 
sults inexhaustible  resources  of  fuel,  the  first  and 
most  essential  ingredient  toward  comfort,  as  well 
as  the  most  material  agent  towards  manufactures — 
besides  opening  an  avenue  to  water  power  beyond 
calculation  in  amount.  In  short,  such  is  the  prospect 
of  prosperity  and  wealth  to  the  community,  as  well 
as  of  future  resources  for  the  public  treasury,  which 
prompt  to  a spirited  effort  to  complete  the  task  in 
which  we  have  so  far  progressed,  and  which  we  have 
such  ample  means  of  accomplishing. 

[After  having  prepared  more  than  two-thirds  of 
this  article  for  the  compositor,  we  received  the  Fre- 
derick Herald,  of  the  25th  September,  containing  an 
excellent  article  on  the  same  subject,  of  which  we 
availed  in  penning  the  residue.] 


the  state.  We  now  observe  that  a body  of  about 
50,000  acres  of  reclaimed  land,  situate  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Hyde,  will  be  offered  at  auction  in  sections  of 
160  acres  each,  on  the  30th  November  next.  The 
drainage  has  been  effected  by  the  construction  of  two 
canals,  each  about  six  miles  in  length,  which  empty 
into  Pamlico  Sound  and  are  navigable  by  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  trade. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


tember,  1841. 

Discounted  notes 

Do.  under  compromise 
Bills  of  exchange  do. 
Stock — state,  city  and  ban 
Specie  on  hand 


City  bank  notes  on  hand 
Country  do. 

Bonds 
Real  estate 
Incidental  expenses 


DR. 

$860,669 

94 

36,378 

03 

27,922 

55 

stocks 

131,428 

14 

80,089 

03 

10,639 

74 

64,040 

58 

17,060 

00 

7,072 

00 

178,901 

35 

110,231 

99 

40,000 

00 

24 

04 

matter,  but  will  wait  until  his  brother  arrives  from 
Arkansas.  His  brother  has  been  sent  for  by  express, 
and  it  is  hoped  when  he  arrives,  that  his  tale  of  tii® 
promised  land  will  induce  Tiger  Tail  to  receive  a 
portion  of  it  in  lieu  of  his  present  hunting  ground. 

Halleck  Tustenuggee,  it  is  thought,  has  left  the 
Ocklawaha,  in  order  to  club  his  forces  with  those  of 
Sam  Jones.  The  report  of  Sam  Jones’  “coming  in” 
is  a small  mistake.  When  he  and  Halleck  come  in 
of  their  own  accord,  you  shall  hear  of  it,  if  we 
can  raise  one,  by  special  express,  and  the  paragraph 
which  announces  it  to  the  world,  may  indeed  be 
headed  “Glorious  News.” 


IOWA. 

Election  of  Delegate  to  Congress.  The  offi- 
cial result  of  the  election  for  delegates  gives: 

Dodge,  (Van  Buren) 4,82S 

Rich,  (whig) 4,314 


Dodge’s  majority, 


514 


Capital  stock 
Profit  and  loss,  balance  as  a contingent 
fund  to  meet  any  losses 
Discount  account  since  the  30th  June 
last  $9,394  46 

Do.  on  exchange  312  64 

Premium  on  do.  812  22 

Interest  received  4,035  71 


385,556  04 
CR. 
$1,000,000  00 

52,583  64 


Dividends,  unclaimed  arrears  4,980  86 
Do.  last  six  months  8,325  75 


Bank  notes  in  circulation 
Deposits 


14,555  03 


8,306  61 
153,705  00 
156,405  76 


$1,385,556  04 

THOMAS  CHAPMAN,  cashier. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  people  of  this  state  are  engaged  in  duscussing 
the  propriety  of  calling  a convention  to  amend  their 
state  constitution. 

Election.  The  following  summary  of  votes  at  the 
late  congressional  election,  is  made  up  from  the  offi- 
cial canvass: 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Silver.  The  United  States  Gazette  says: — “We 
had  the  pleasure  yesterday  of  examining  another 
large  mass  of  silver  from  the  mine  in  Davidson  coun- 
ty, North  Carolina.  It  weighed  about  forty-two 
pounds,  and  was  as  enticing  a “hunk”  of  mineral  as 
we  have  seen  for  a long  time.  It  has  gone  to  the 


Whig. 

V.  Buren. 

1st  district, 

5,313 

8,043 

2d  district, 

7,177 

6,076 

3d  district, 

21,698 

19,553 

Total, 

34,138 

34,572 

Whig. 

7,487 

8,822 

29,249 


-1840. 


V.  Buren. 
11,594 
18,019 
25,883 


45,558  47,496 

S.  R.  Rowan  had  162,  and  W.  Gilman  7 votes  in 
the  1st  district.  F.  Colliers,  the  abolition  candi- 
drtes,  had  527  votes. 

Murderer  and  Bank  Robber  escaped.  Jack- 
sonville is  again  in  an  uproar.  Town,  the  bank  rob- 
ber, and  Gardner,  the  murderer,  who  was  sentenced 
to  be  hung,  and  whose  time  expires  the  first  Monday 
of  October,  broke  jail  last  night,  cutting  off  the  tim- 
bers in  the  floor  of  the  debtor’s  room  (they  being 
confined  below)  and  came  up  into  the  room,  and  out 
of  the  window.  No  one  has  gone  after  them. 

[St.  Louis  Bui.  1 6th  ult. 


MISSOURI. 

Trial  at  Palmyra.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of 
the  13th  September  says,  “The  three  abolitionists, 
(Burr,  Work  and  Thompson),  who  were  caught  in 
the  act  of  enticing  away  slaves  from  this  state,  have 
been  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
tiary for  12  years.  The  case  was  conducted  by  Aber- 
nathy, the  prosecuting  attorney,  assisted  by  Messrs. 
Anderson,  of  Palmyra,  and  Crockett,  of  St.  Louis; 
and  the  defence  by  Messrs.  Wright  and  Glove,  of 
Palmyra,  and  Mr.  Warrens,  of  Quincy.  We  hope 
the  result  of  this  case,  will  have  a salutary  influence 
upon  these  deluded  fanatics  in  other  places. 

FLORIDA. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Republican, 
writes  on  the  18th  September:  The  news  from  Tam- 
pa is  of  a varied  complexion.  A good  portion  of  the 
band  of  Hospitaki  has  “come  in,”  in  accordance  with 
the  “talk”  which  that  warrior  sent  to  them. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  SECOND  VETO. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BOTTS,  OF  VIRGINIA, 

ON  THE  SECOND  VETO  MESSAGE. 

House  of  Representatives,  September  10,  1841. 

The  bill  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion, safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue, by  means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the 
Fiscal  Corporation  of  the  United  States,”  having  been 
returned  to  the  house  of  representatives  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  with  his  objections  there- 
to, and  it  having  been  made  the  order  of  the  day  at 
the  hour  of  twelve — Mr.  Botts  called  for  the  special 
order,  and  the  house  proceeded  accordingly  to  re- 
consider the  bill  and  the  objections;  when 

Mr.  Botts  took  the  floor,  and  said:  I should  have 
been  content,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  permitted  this 
second  veto  of  President  Tyler  to  pass  without  re- 
mark from  me,  but  for  the  peculiar  position  I happen 
to  occupy  before  the  house  and  the  country. 

Coming  not  only  from  the  same  state,  but  from  the 
very  district  which  gave  birth  to  Mr.  Tyler,  and 
which  he  formerly  represented  in  this  house,  and 
hearing  to  him  the  relations  of  personal  and  political 
friendship  at  the  opening  of  congress,  I have,  from  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty,  felt  myself  called  upon  to 
array  myself  in  opposition  to  him,  and  have  employ- 
ed terms  relative  to  his  public  course  at  once  strong, 
harsh  and  offensive.  I have,  in  an  address  to  the 
public,  and  in  my  representative  character  on  this 
floor,  charged  him  with  perfidy  and  treachery  to  the 
party  that  elected  him — with  infidelity  to  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  he  obtained  his  present  lofty  situa- 
tion; and  I feel  that  it  becomes  me  to  make  good  the 
charge,  not  by  denunciation  merely,  but  by  proof,  by 
facts  that  cannot  be  contradicted;  and  if  I do  not  es- 
tablish it  conclusively  and  irresistibly  to  the  mind  of 
every  disinterested  man,  I will  not  only  take  back 
what  I have  said,  and  make  the  most  ample  atone- 
ment in  my  power,  but  will  consent  to  take  upon 
myself  all  the  odium  that  ought  to  attach  to  one  who 
would  bring  a false  and  groundless  charge  against  a 
high  public  functionary. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  when  this  charge 
was  uttered  on  the  floor,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Cushing),  like  a gallant 
knight,  at  once  came  forth  in  defence  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  challenged  an  argument  on  the  subject.  The 
glove  being  thus  thrown,  I promptly  took  it  up,  and 
now  come  forward,  before  the  nation,  to  repeat  the 
charge  and  vindicate  my  cause;  and  to  an  intelligent 
public  I shall  leave  the  decision. 

Before  1 proceed  to  this,  however,  I must  be  per- 
mitted to  glance  hastily  over  this  extraordinary  mes- 
sage of  the  president,  which  I scarcely  know  how  to 
characterise:  to  say  that  it  is  a weak,  unsatisfactory 
and  discreditable  state  paper,  destitute  of  plausibility 
or  ingenuity,  and  wanting  in  frankness,  candor  and 
sincerity,  is  to  say,  perhaps,  much  less  than  it  de- 
serves. 

Before  I came  to  the  house  this  morning,  I exa- 
mined it  with  some  care,  and  shall  offer  what  I con- 
ceive to  be  a perfectly  fair  analysis  of  the  message; 
and  1 beg  the  members  of  the  house,  particularly 
those  who  are  disposed  to  justify  the  veto,  to  exa- 
mine the  message  as  1 proceed,  and  correct  me  if  I fall 
into  error. 

It  commences,  then,  with  an  expression  of  extreme 
regret  that . he  could  not  sign  the  bill,  and  I appre- 
hend, if  the  regret  felt  was  half  as  great  as  the  regret 
expressed,  we  might,  perhaps,  by  this  time,  have  a 
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law  establishing  some  mode  for  the  collection,  safe-  : 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue.  j 

Then  he  begins  with  his  objeetions  to  the  bill,  and 
the  first  is  “to  the  power  of  congress  to  establish  a 
national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over  the  union.” 

Well,  what  distinction  he  draws  between  a.  national 
bank  and  a national  bank  per  se,  I confess  I don’t  ex- 
actly comprehend;  a national  bank  per  se  I take  to  be 
one  by,  of  or  within  itself;  and  what  other  sort  of  na- 
tional bank,  created  for  national  purposes,  ought  or 
could  be  established,  I should  like  to  understand;  but 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  if  we  would  establish  a na- 
tional bank  without  the  per  se,  this  first  objection 
would  be  removed.  Well,  sir,  there  is  no  per  se  in 
the  bill;  the  president  has  put  it  there,  as  a fancy  ar- 
ticle, upon  which  to  found  an  objection. 

Next  we  have  an  admission  that  “the  qualified  veto''' 
with  which  the  chief  magistrate  is  invested  ought  to 
be  most  cautiously  exercised;  upon  this  point  I believe 
we  all  agree,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
president  has  not  found  it  agreeable  to  practice  a lit- 
tle more  on  his  own  theory.  By  the  bye,  sir,  let  me 
add,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  that  I have  from 
the  first  moment  that  I had  a fair  understanding  of 
the  provisions  of  our  constitution  and  the  principles 
of  our  government,  been  adverse  to  this  one  man 
> poicer,  called  “veto,”  and  shall  never  consider  myself 
a citizen  of  a free  government  until  it  is  effaced  from 
the  constitution. 

We  are  then  told  that  the  veto  power  never  can  be 
exercised  except  against  the  will  of  a majority  of 
congress:  this  will  scarcely  be  regarded  as  a new  dis- 
covery! It  is  to  be  presumed  if  congress  was  indeed 
as  ignorant  of  constitutional  laws  as  the  vetoes  of 
President  Tyler  would  intimate,  that  most  of  us 
would  have  known  that  he  could  not  veto  the  will  of 
a minority. 

Now  we  have  what  I regard  as  the  most  extraor- 
dinary passage  or  objection  contained  in  the  whole 
message,  and  I quote  the  passage:  “Does  it,”  says 
the  message,  “violate  the  constitution  by  creating  a 
national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over  the  union?”  Its 
title,  in  the  first  place,  describes  its  general  charac- 
ter. It  is  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collec- 
tion, safe  keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue, by  means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fis- 
cal Corporation  of  the  United  States.”  In  style,  then, 
it  is  plainly  national  in  its  character.  Its  powers, 
functions  and  duties  are  those  which  pertain  to  the 
collecting,  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  reve- 
nue. The  means  by  which  these  are  to  be  exerted  is 
a corporation,  to  be  styled  the  “Fiscal  Corporation  of 
the  United  States." 

Before  I proceed  further,  let  us  examine  this  ob- 
jection for  a moment.  Is  it,  indeed,  objectionable 
that  a bank  established  by  the  national  legislature  for 
the  purposes  of  the  whole  nation,  for  the  uses  of  the 
national  government,  should  be  national  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  should  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue?  Is 
it,  indeed,  true,  whenever  congress  shall  pass  a bill 
with  powers,  functions  and  duties  pertaining  to  the 
collecting,  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue, 
that  the  interposition  of  the  veto  power  is  to  be  ex- 
pected? If  so,  then  I would  not  hesitate  much  to  say 
that  the  time  for  revolution  is  not  distant. 

The  president  then  proceeds  to  give  the  true  cha- 
racter of  the  bill,  which  it  would  seem  to  me  was  its 
strongest  recommendation,  and  which  of  itself  would 
settle  the  propriety  of  its  passage.  “It  is,”  he  says, 
“a  corporation  created  by  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  character  of  a national  legislature,  for 
the  whole  union,  to  perform  the  fiscal  purposes,  meet 
the  fiscal  wants  and  exigencies,  supply  the  fiscal  uses, 
and  exert  the  fiscal  agencies  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.  Such  is  its  own  description  of  itself. 
Do  its  provisions  contradict  its  title?  They  do  not.” 

Who  can  read  this  and  not  stand  amazed?  From 
what  quarter,  or  from  which  of  his  numerous  uncon- 
stitutional and  irresponsible  advisers  such  an  objec- 
tion as  this  could  have  come,  lam  at  a loss  to  con- 
jecture. I cannot  believe  it  came  from  the  pen  of 
the  John  Tyler  I have  exerted  myself  to  sustain  for 
the  many  prominent  positions  he  has  aspired  to,  and 
whom  the  people  have  elevated  and  confided  in.  I 
cannot  believe  it  came  from  any  of  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  I am  in  the  habit  of  association,  said  to 
have  his  private  ear.  It  may  have  come  from  some 
hireling  scribbler  for  a dirty  penny  paper  advocating 
at  times  the  most  detestable  and  destructive  locofoco 
doctrines;  but  surely,  surely  it  cannot  be,  that  the 
American  people  are  now  to  be  gravely  told,  after 
eight  years’  struggle  for  a reform  of  the  currency, 
that  no  bill  is  to  become  a law  that  has  for  its  object 
the  better  collection,  safe  keeping  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue;  that  a treasury  agent  to  per- 
form the  fiscal  purposes,  meet  the  fiscal  wants  and  exi- 
gencies, supply  the  fiscal  uses,  and  exert  the  fiscal 
agencies  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  must 
not  be  national  in  its  character,  but  must  be  confined 


in  its  per  se  operations,  not  to  the  union,  but  to  the 
District  of  Columbia;  for  every  law  passed  by  con- 
gress is  of  necessity  national,  except  those  passed  as 
a local  legislature  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
District  and  the  territories. 

Why,  sir,  if  rumor  speaks  the  truth — I mean  ru- 
mor with  a thousand  tongues,  not  the  urumor"  at  the 
other  end  of  the  capitol,  that  has  occasionally  been 
most  improperly  introduced  here — but  if  rumor 
speaks  the  truth,  the  title  to  this  bill  was  in  the  pre- 
sident’s own  hand  writing,  and  its  provisions  sanc- 
tioned by  him  before  it  was  introduced  here;  but 
more  of  this  hereafter. 

He  admits  that  its  powers  are  seemingly  more  li- 
mited than  have  heretofore  been  granted  to  such  in- 
stitutions. “Every  United  States  bank  heretofore 
created  has,”  he  says,  “had  power  to  deal  in  bills  of 
exchange,  as  well  as  in  local  discounts;”  and  it  was 
because  he  objected  to  the  power  of  local  discounts, 
contrary  to  the  sense  of  all  the  whig  party  in  both 
houses,  that  the  operation  of  this  bill  was  confined  to 
bills  of  exchange,  which  limitation  he  himself  deem- 
ed indispensable,  and  now  it  is  enumerated  with  the 
objections  to  the  bill.  And  after  thus  undertaking  to 
show  that  it  is  a national  institution,  which  no  man 
in  his  senses  ever  dreamed  of  disputing,  he  assumes 
that  it  may  “be  regarded  as  a local  bank  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  invested  by  congress  with  general 
powers  to  operate  over  the  union,  and  it  is  therefore 
obnoxious  to  still  stronger  objections.”  The  mes- 
sage continues:  “It  assumes  that  congress  may  invest 
a local  institution  with  general  or  national  powers.” 
This  view  is  precisely  what  the  president  assumed 
when  he  first  proposed  that  congress,  as  a local  legis- 
lature, should  establish  a local  bank  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  then  invest  it  with  general  uses  and 
national  powers,  with  the  assent  of  the  states;  and 
the  Idea  was  laughed  into  ridicule;  and  when  he  per- 
haps becomes  ashamed  of  it  himself,  he  endeavors  to 
turn  his  own  absurd  abstractions  upon  congress,  and 
make  us  responsible  for  his  vagaries. 

These  are  to  be  regarded  as  his  constitutional  ob- 
jections, for  he  then  says: 

“When  I come  to  look  at  the  details  of  the  bill, 
they  do  not  recommend  it  strongly  to  my  adoption.” 

His  first  objection  to  the  details  is:  “It  may  justify 
substantially  a system  of  discounts  of  the  most  ob- 
jectionable character;”  though,  as  I have  before  said, 
it  was  limited  in  its  transactions,  because  the  presi- 
dent required  it,  to  bills  of  exchange. 

His  next  objection  is,  that  “there  is  no  limit  pre- 
scribed to  the  premium  in  the  purchase  of  bills  of 
exchange.”  Well,  sir,  as  one  portion  of  our  coun- 
trymen would  say,  I incline  to  calculate  that  it  would 
put  the  financial  skill  of  the  president  (who,  it  seems, 
is  an  adept  at  the  trade)  to  the  test  to  regulate  the 
rates  of  exchange  in  a bank  bill  for  the  next  twenty 
years.  Congress  supposed — foolishly,  it  may  have 
been — that  this  would  depend  a good  deal  on  trade 
and  commerce,  and  could  not  be  foreseen.  And  a 
little  further  on  it  appears  that,  although  a system  of 
discounts  of  the  most  objectionable  character  may 
be  substantially  justified,  yet  it  is  a fatal  objection  to 
the  bill  that,  “whilst  the  District  of  Columbia  is 
made  the  seat  of  the  principal  bank,  its  citizens  are 
excluded  from  all  participation  in  any  benefit  it 
might  afford  by  a positive  prohibition  of  the  bank 
from  all  discounting  within  the  District:”  notwith- 
standing we  are  previously  reminded  in  the  same 
message,  and  it  could  not  therefore  have  escaped  the 
observation  of  the  president,  that  there  is  an  express 
reservation”  in  the  bill  “to  modify  or  create  any  bank 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  so  that  the  aggregate  ca- 
pital shall  not  exceed  five  millions.” 

“These  are  some  of  the  prominent  objections,” 
he  says;  “but  there  are  others  that  it  would  be  un- 
profitable to  dwell  upon.”  Well,  in  this  I agree  with 
the  president.  If  there  are  none  stronger  than  those 
he  has  enumerated,  and  he  cannot  enforce  them  with 
more  power  than  those  he  has  specified,  it  would  be 
unprofitable  indeed  to  dwell  upon  them.  But,  strange 
as  any  thing  that  has  yet  preceded  it,  he  says:  “suf- 
fice it  to  add,  that  this  charter  is  designed  to  continue 
for  twenty  years  without  a competitor.”  Well,  what 
does  he  mean  by  that?  Does  he  mean  to  say  that, 
whilst  his  constitutional  oath  obliges  him  to  exercise 
this  most  odious  and  detestable  power  of  the  veto  upon 
this  one  bank  without  a competitor,  if  you  will  esta- 
blish another,  exactly  like  it,  it  would  remove  this 
constitutional  difficulty? 

I remember  to  have  heard  the  project  suggested  in 
Virginia  of  having  two  national  banks — one  for  the 
north  and  the  other  for  the  south;  and  it  was  a very 
favorite  plan  with  a portion  of  the  abstracted  party 
for  a while.  Can  it  be  this  that  the  president  refers? 
If  not,  what  in  the  name  of  heaven  does  the  message 
mean  by  objecting  to  this  bank  because  it  is  to  have 
no  competitor  for  twenty  years? 

In  conclusion,  he  feels  the  most  anxious  solicitude 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  congress  in  the  adoption  of  a 


fiscal  agent;  and,  actuated  by  this  feeling,  he  has 
been  ready  to  yield  much,  in  a spirit  of  conciliation, 
to  the  opinions  of  others.  Whatever  may  be  said  of 
the  balance  of  the  message,  for  the  want  of  discre- 
tion, sound  sense,  or  ingenuity,  in  this  I must  say  the 
president  betrays,  as  the  nation  will  discern,  and  as 
we  all  know,  a destitution  of  sincerity  and  candor. 
What  has  he  been  willing  to  yield  in  a spirit  of  con- 
ciliation? Is  it  not  known  that  two  bills  have  passed 
the  two  houses  of  congress,  neither  of  which  was  en- 
tirely acceptable  to  them,  in  a spirit  of  conciliation 
towards  the  president,  and  that  he  has  put  his  nega- 
[ tive  on  both?  Is  it  not  known  that  the  provisions  of 
■ the  16th  section  of  the  first  bill  were  inserted  be- 
cause it  was  understood  that  they  would  find  favor 
with  him,  and  that  he  availed  himself  of  that  sec- 
tion not  only  as  a reason  for  the  veto,  but  turned  it 
into  redicule  and  scorn,  and  endeavored  to  hold  up 
i his  own  friends,  who  had  placed  him  in  power,  as 
wanting  in  manliness  and  candor?  And  is  it  not 
known  that  this  identical  bill,  now  sent  back,  came 
I here  approved  and  sanctioned  by  him?  That  we 
were  so  compromising  and  conciliatory  as  to  stoop 
to  consult  his  wishes  before  we  legislated  for  the  na- 
tion’s weal?  And  then  he  returns  it  with  a second 
veto,  and  talks  about  his  conciliatory  temper,  asks  for 
| time  to  consider,  and  promises  at  the  next  session  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  neces- 
sary and  expedient.  Time!  The  president  of  the 
United  States  wants  time,  and  very  humbly  and  re- 
spectfully entreats  for  time!  Time  for  what?  To 
consummate  a mischievous,  wicked  and  corrupt  coa- 
lition with  our  adversaries?  What  else  does  he  want 
with  time?  A man  who  has  filled  more  distinguished 
j stations  by  good  fortune  than  any  other  man  of  the 
| same  capacity  ever  filled  before— a man  whose  good 
luck  in  procuring  office  led  to  the  prediction  of  Ge- 
neral Harrison’s  death  before  he  was  elected  through- 
out Virginia— a member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives and  senator  of  the  United  States,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  offices  he  filled  at  home — a man  who  had  been 
called  on  to  speak  in  both  houses  on  the  subject — 
one  who,  as  chairman  of  a committee,  had  investi- 
gated the  whole  internal  police  and  management  of 
the  late  bank,  and  prepared  an  elaborate  report  on  the 
subject,  acting  as  president  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
congress  almost  as  long  as  from  this  time  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  congress,  and  with  the  subject  under  de- 
liberation from  the  1st  of  June  up  to  this  time  in  con- 
gress, comes  forward  and  tells  you  he  has  not  had  time 
to  prepare  and  submit  a definitive  recommendation  of 
his  own  and  sincerely  desires  time  for  deep  and  deli- 
berate reflection  on  the  subject!  All  this  may  serve 
to  deceive  some  people,  but  it  don’t  fool  me.  If  [ 
could  have  my  own  way,  I would  never  leave  this 
capitol  until  the  public  money  was  put  under  the  con- 
trol of  law,  and  the  president  divested  of  all  power 
over  it. 

“It  has  been  his  good  fortune  and  pleasure  to  concur 
with  congress  in  all  measures  except  this,  and  why 
should  our  difference  on  this  alone  be  pushed  to  ex- 
tremes.” How  supplicating!  How  humble!  Why, 
sir,  let  me  tell  you,  if  you  do  not  know  it,  that  it  has 
not  been  his  pleasure  to  concur  in  all  the  measure. 
There  was  one,  and  that,  next  to  this,  the  most  im- 
portant, that  he  signed  without  the  least  pleasure. 
He  says  himself  he  had  great  difficulty  and  hesita- 
tion in  signing  the  land  or  distribution  bill  notwith- 
standing, in  his  message  to  congress,  he  recommend- 
ed its  passage  in  the  most  unqualified  terms,  and  not- 
withstanding, the  last  winter  in  which  I served  in 
the  legislature  of  Virginia,  he,  as  chairman  of  a com- 
mittee, brought  in  a report  recommending  the  distri- 
bution, and  a resolution  instructing  senators  to  vote 
for  it;  and  nothing,  let  me  tell  you,  but  his  deep  and 
unqualified  committal  to  the  measure  ever  obtained 
his  signature  to  the  bill,  because  it  was  so  distasteful 
to  the  other  party. 

But  the  peculiarity  of  his  situation  is  appealed  to 
as  entitling  him  to  a “postponement  of  this  subject 
to  a more  auspicious  period  for  deliberation.”  The 
peculiarity  of  his  situation!  What  is  that  peculiari- 
ty? He  came  into  the  presidential  chair  surrounded 
by  such  a party,  for  numbers,  integrity,  intelligence 
and  fidelity,  as  never  surrounded  a president  before; 
with  a majority  in  both  branches  of  congress  ready 
to  sustain  him  in  all  proper  measures,  pledged  to  car- 
ry out  all  the  principles  of  reform  which  a corrupt 
dynasty  of  twelve  years  duration  had  rendered  in- 
dispensable to  our  prosperity;  pledged,  too,  upon  a 
principle  which  he  claimed  to  have  been  the  first  to 
suggest,  of  “one  presidential  term;”  and  before  he 
has  been  fairly  installed  into  office,  fired  by  a mad 
ambition,  he  sets  himself  up  for  the  succession,  de- 
taches himself  from  his  old  friends  and  his  party, 
collects  around  him  as  confidential  whisperers  men 
who,  in  some  instances,  are  unworthy  of  his  sight, 
much  less  his  confidence — throws  himself  into  "the 
arms  of  the  opposition,  in  hopes  of  finding  favor  with 
them  for  his  desertion  of  us,  and  now  comes  to  con- 
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gress  to  talk  about  the  peculiarity  of  his  situation,  and 
asks  for  time  to  deliberate. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  it  is  impossible  to  serve  God  and 
mammon  both,  so  I conceived  it  impossible  to  serve 
Mr.  Tyler  and  my  country  at  the  same  time.  Inti- 
mate with  him  as  I had  been,  personally  devoted  to 
him  as  I was,  when  I found  he  had  forsaken  his 
principles  I forsook  him;  when  I found  he  had  aban- 
doned the  faith  upon  which  I supported  him  and  the 
whig  party  had  supported  him — when  I found  him 
grasping  at  the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  repeal- 
ing all  laws  by  which  the  public  money  might  be 
controlled,  filling  the  public  coffers  by  taxes  and  by 
loan,  and  then  refusing  his  assent  to  such  laws  as  the 
representatives  of  the  people  approved  for  their  safe- 
ty and  disbursement,  I abandoned  him,  and  made  war 
upon  his  principles  and  his  policy.  I came  not  here  to 
war  for  men,  whether  for  friends  or  against  enemies; 

I came  here  to  serve  my  country  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  and  to  maintain  those  principles  upon  which 
along  I believe  the  prosperity  of  the  country  can  be 
preserved;  and  if  I have  been  compelled  to  sever 
personal  and  political  ties  that  have  bound  me  to  that 
man  for  years  past,  it  may  be  painful,  but  I am  not 
troubled  with  the  mortifying  reflection  that  it  has 
been  occasioned  by  any  fault  of  mine.  On  the  con- 
trary, I feel  proud  a satisfaction  at  having  shown 
that  neither  friendship  nor  individual  advancement 
could  drive  me  from  the  discharge  of  a high  public 
duty. 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  veto  message,  I will 
proceed  to  make  good  the  charge  of  perfidy  brought 
against  the  president,  which  I shall  endeavor  to  do 
in  a becoming  spirit  and  temper;  avoiding  as  far  as 
possible  all  personality  towards  the  president  further 
than  may  be  inseparable  from  a fair  development  of 
his  public  course,  and  then  it  will  appear  rather  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  that  course  than  from  any 
disposition  I have  to  indulge  in  it.  General  Jackson 
used  to  say  there  was  sometimes  policy  in  rashness,  j 
and  I believe  it  to  be  true;  and,  perhaps,  there  could 
he  no  more  fit  occasion  for  a little  intemperance  than  1 
this,  but  that  1 feel  I should  better  serve  my  purposes 
by  avoiding  it.  In  truth,  sir,  I feel  no  excitement; 

I have  watched  over  this  bank  bill  in  all  its  various 
stages  as  a friend  might  watch  over  the  lingering 
death  bed  of  another,  until  at  last  he  becomes  familiar-  | 
ized  to  the  scene  by  preparation  for  the  event,  but  at 
the  same  time  I must  say,  my  indignation  has  increas-  j 
ed  rather  than  diminished  at  this  last  act  of  treachery  I 
of  his  cabinet,  to  congress  and  the  country  as  I wiil 
show  it  to  be  before  I conclude. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I state  the  proposition  broad- 
ly, that  the  question  of  a reformed  currency,  which  was 
contemplated  through  the  operations  of  a national  | 
hank,  was  the  great,  leading,  and  paramount  question  : 
in  the  late  political  canvass,  and  so  understood  to  be  ( 
throughout  the  whole  country;  and  it  betrays  a gross 
ignorance  of  the  political  history  of  the  country  not  to  | 
know  it,  and  a still  greater  degree  of  duplicity  to  deny 
it.  I surely  do  not  mean  to  say  it  was  the  only 
question  any  where  presented,  but  it  was  a prominent 
question  every  where,  made  so  by  her  adversary  even 
where  our  friends  desired  to  avoid  it.  So  with  the  ; 
sub-treasury;  it  was  another  great  and  leading  para- 
mount question  on  the  other  side,  but  not  the  only 
question;  the  distribution  bill  was  another  question; 
so  with  the  Hooe  case,  the  standing  army,  infidelity 
of  public  agents,  and  a vast  variety  of  other  ques-  j 
tions  mixed  up  together,  each  having  its  bearing  and 
influence;  but  still,  at  last,  the  currency  question  lay  j 
at  the  foundation  of  all  the  rest,  and  it  was  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  we  should  admit  it,  when  pressed 
upon  us,  that  this  was  the  exclusive  test,  and  drive 
from  our  aid  all  who  were  disposed  to  join  us  on  other 
grounds.  And  I am  very  far  from  intimating  that 
all  who  voted  the  whig  ticket  are  pledged  to  support 
a national  bank,  but  I do  maintain  that  those  who 
were  selected  by  the  party,  as  agents  to  carry  out 
their  general  principles,  were  at  least  pledged  under 
all  the  circumstances  to  carry  out  the  most  pro- 
minent and  most  important,  or  to  have  declared  their 
hostility  to  those  measures  when  the  nomination  was  1 
tendered  to  them.  Let  us  see  what  were  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Tyler  was 
elected. 

In  December,  1839,  a national  convention  of  the 
whig  party  assemble  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a 
president  and  vice  president.  From  the  time  of  the 
expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  up  to  that  period,  the  currency  of  the 
country  had  been  in  the  most  deranged  condition, 
and  furnished  almost  the  only  topic  of  discussion 
throughout  the  country;  the  army  bill,  Hooe  case, 
and  the  rest  having  arisen  subsequent  to  the  nomina- 
tions at  Harrisburg,  and  therefore  could  have  had  no 
influence  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Tyler,  although  they 
might  have  exercised  an  influence  on  many  a voter  j 
at  the  polls  twelve  months  after.  In  consequence 
of  this  general  derangement  of  the  currency,  the 


stagnation  of  business  consequent  upon  it,  the  fatal 
experiments  that  had  been  made  to  correct  it,  which 
only  served  to  plunge  it  into  deeper  difficulty,  thou- 
sands of  the  wisest  men  in  the  country  were  known 
to  have  changed  their  opinions  not  only  upon  the 
question  of  expediency,  but  also  of  the  constitution- 
ality of  a bank;  and,  in  the  absence  of  all  other 
proof,  when  Mr.  Tyler  stepped  forward  and  arrayed 
himself  under  the  whig  banner,  and  identified  himself 
with  the  whig  party;  without  explanation  or  qualifi- 
cation on  his  part,  it  would  have  been  a fair  and  na- 
tural inference  that  liis  mind  bad  undergone  a similar 
change.  But  he  did  not  leave  it  to  inference.  He 
did  go  to  the  Harrisburg  convention  a bank  m,an, 
and  I know  it.  I speak  upon  my  own  knowledge  of 
his  opinions;  the  summer  preceding  I had  travelled 
through  the  western  country  in  company  with  Mr. 
Tyler,  and  was  with  him  for  some  weeks,  during 
which  time  I heard  him  say  in  steamboat  conversa- 
tions, (which  were  of  course  not  confidential),  if  I 
were  to  say  twenty  times  I should  not  be  extrava- 
gant, that  he  was  satisfied  a bank  of  the  United  States 
was  not  only  necessary,  but  indispensable;  that  the 
country  could  never  get  along  without  one,  and  that 
we  should  be  compelled  to  resort  to  it. 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  rose  and  was  understood  to  say, 
Will  my  colleague  say  that  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Tyler 
say  a bank  of  the  United  States  was  constitutional? 
The  cries  of  “order!  go  on!  go  on!  do  not  yield  the 
floor,”  &c.  were  so  loud  that  Mr.  B.  could  not  dis- 
tinctly hear  the  question  put.] 

Mr.  Botts  continued.  I have  stated  precisely 
what  Mr.  Tyler  himself  said — other  gentlemen  are 
as  competent  to  draw  their  own  conclusions  as  I am 
— but,  sir,  I will  prove  that  he  was  not  only  a bank 
man  then,  but  that  he  continued  one  until  some  time 
after  the  meeting  of  the  present  congress. 

Well,  sir,  what  part  did  Mr.  Tyler  play  at  that 
convention?  Why,  he  not  only  persisted  up  to  the 
last  moment  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Clay,  but, 
as  he  himself  states,  wept  over  his  defeat.  Now  will 
any  man  pretend  that  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  know  that, 
if  Mr.  Clay  was  elected,  the  first  great  leading  mea- 
sure of  his  administration  would  be  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank?  And  does  Mr.  Tyler  mean  to 
admit  that  he  then  and  there  recommended  to  the 
American  people  a candidate  whose  first  act  would 
be  to  commit  a violent  outrage  upon  the  constitution, 
or  that  he  recommended  to  them  a candidate  whose 
administration  he  knew  in  advance  he  could  not  sup- 
port? 

What  was  the  position  of  his  confidential  friend  in 
the  senate  (Mr.  Rives)  a few  days  ago?  Is  Mr. 
Rives  to  be  regarded  as  expressing  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Tyler?  I presume  he  is.  Well,  Mr.  Rives  says 
that  the  nomination  at  Harrisburg  turned  on  the 
bank  question,  and  that  but  for  Mr.  Clay’s  known  and 
avowed  sentiments  on  that  subject  the  nomination 
would  have  been  bestowed  on  him;  and  that  it  was 
because  General  Harrison  was  not  committed  to  a bank 
that  he  received  it.  In  what  position  then  does  this 
place  Mr.  Tyler?  The  question  being  between  a 
bank  and  an  anti-bank  man,  Mr.  Tyler,  himself  op- 
posed to  the  institution,  not  only  votes  for  the  bank 
candidate,  but  cries  over  his  defeat,  and  then  comes 
here  to  tell  us  he  was  always  opposed  to  such  an  in- 
stitution on  constitutional  grounds.  Sir,  I mean  to 
make  the  admission  in  the  broadest  terms  that  from 
Mr.  Tyler’s  first  entrance  into  public  life  up  to  its  ter- 
mination in  1834,  all  his  public  acts  and  declarations 
were  in  hostility  to  such  an  institution;  but  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  his  present  position,  although  it  is 
pretended  now  that  the  association  of  Mr.  Tyler  with 
the  name  of  Gen.  Harrison  was  a matter  of  compro- 
mise, whilst  “Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,”  strung  to- 
gether by  some  ballad  writer  to  make  a rhyme,  it  is 
now  pretended  was  the  result  of  a great  principle  in- 
volved in  the  contest.  For  the  future,  1 apprehend, 
it  will  be  “ Tippecanoe  and  no  vetoo,"  as  the  rhyme 
will  be  quite  as  perfect,  and  more  palatable  to  whig 
taste. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  Sometime  during  the  last 
fall  a committee  of  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  party 
from  the  county  in  which  I live  (Henrico)  addressed 
a letter  to  Mr.  Tyler,  making  inquiry  whether  he 
would  vote  for  a bank  or  against  it?  and  in  reply  to 
that  letter  Mr.  Tyler  says  he  adopts  the  language  of 
General  Harrison’s  speech  at  Dayton,  in  Ohio.  Let 
us  see  now  what  General  Harrison  says  in  that 
speech. 

“My  opinion  of  the  power  of  congress  (says  Gen. 
H.)  to  charter  a national  bank  remains  unchanged. 
There  is  not  in  the  constitution  any  express  grant  of 
power  for  such  purpose,  and  it  could  never  be  consti- 
tutional to  exercise  that  power,  save  in  the  event  the 
powers  granted  to  congress  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect  without  resorting  to  such  an  institution. 

“Mr.  Madison  (Gen.  H.  continues)  signed  a law 
creating  a national  bank,  because  he  thougnt  the  re- 
venue could  not  be  collected  or  disbursed  to  the  best 


advantage  without  the  interposition  of  such  an  estab- 
lishment. I said  in  my  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams 
that  it  was  plain  that  the  revenues  of  the  union  could 
only  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  the  most  effectual 
way  by  means  of  a bank.” 

Did  this  constitute  a sufficient  committal  to  a bank? 
If  not,  let  us  see  what  further  he  did  and  said;  but, 
before  I proceed  to  that,  let  me  read  another  extract 
from  that  Dayton  speech,  the  language  of  which  was 
adopted  by  Mr.  Tyler.  It  is  on  the  veto  power.  He 
says: 

“I  have  never  regarded  the  office  of  chief  magis- 
trate as  conferring  upon  the  incumbent  the  power  of 
mastery  over  the  popular  will,  but  as  granting  him  the 
power  to  execute  the  projierly  expressed  will  qf  the  people, 
AND  NOT  TO  RESIST  IT.  With  my  mother’s 
milk  did  I suck  in  the  principles  on  which  the  De- 
claration of  Independence  was  founded.  That  de- 
claration complained  THAT  THE  KING  WOULD 
NOT  LET  THE  PEOPLE  MAKE  SUCH  LAWS 
AS  THEY  WISHED.  Shall  a president  or  an  exe- 
cutive officer  attempt  at  this  time  of  day  TO  CON- 
TROL THE  PEOPLE  IN  THE  EXERCISE  OF 
THEIR  SUPREME  WILL?  No.  The  people  are 
the  best  guardians  of  their  own  rights.  AND  IT  IS 
THE  DUTY  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  TO  ABSTAIN 
FROM  INTERFERING  IN  OR  THWARTING 
THE  SACRED  EXERCISE  OF  THE  LAW-MAK- 
ING FUNCTIONS  OF  THEIR  GOVERNMENT.” 

Oh!  if  Mr.  Tyler  could  think  now  as  he  formerly 
thought  of  this  veto  power,  and  persuade  himself  that 
the  people  are  the  best  guardians  of  their  own  rights, 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  abstain 
from  interfering  in  or  thwarting  the  sacred  exercise 
of  the  law-making  functions  of  their  own  govern- 
ment, how  much  less  pitiable  would  be  his  present 
condition,  and  how  much  happier  and  more  prosper- 
ous would  be  the  nation. 

During  the  fall  of  1840,  just  before  the  election 
came  on,  the  president  took  occasion,  more  than 
once,  at  large  public  meetings  of  his  fellow  citizen’s, 
to  employ  similar  language.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  he  paid  a visit  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  to  attend  a 
large  convention  of  whigs.  On  his  way  he  was  en- 
tertained at  Wheeling,  and  what  he  said  there  may 
be  gathered  with  more  accuracy  by  reading  from  the 
paper  published  in  that  city.  I mean  the  Wheeling 
Gazette  of  the  21st  of  August: 

“The  Bank  Bill  Vetoed.  By  yesterday  morn- 
ing’s mail  we  received  the  message  of  President  Ty- 
ler, which  we  lay  before  our  readers  to-day,  ‘return- 
ing, with  his  objections,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States.’ 

“Never  have  we  seen  a greater  state  of  excite- 
ment manifested  by  our  citizens  than  was  produced 
by  this  extraordinary  document;  never  have  we 
heard  so  universal  an  expression  of  honest  indigna- 
tion. The  whig  party,  in  this  section  of  the  union, 
could  not  persuade  themselves  that  John  Tyler 
could  so  utterly  disregard  the  principles  to  which  he 
is  indebted  for  his  elevation;  they  could  not  believe 
that  he  would  consenf  to  strike  a death-blow  at  the 
prospect  which  was  dawning  upon  the  American 
people  of  relief  from  pecuniary  oppression  and  bank- 
ruptcy. True,  they  were  aware  of  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed years  since  by  the  president,  but  they  also 
recollected  his  more  recently  expressed  sentiments; 
our  citizens  recollected  that  this  same  John  Tyler,  while 
on  a tour  through  the  west,  immediately  before  the  elec- 
tion, gave  every  one  reason  to  expect  a different  course 
from  him  than  the  one  he  has  pursued ; they  remembered 
his  speech  in  this  city,  and  many  of  them  reverted  to  his 
language  when  he  pulled  from  his  pocket  an  empty  purse, 
and,  shaking  it  at  the  multitude,  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a 
metallic  currency,  abused  the  sub-treasury,  and  avowed  a 
preference  for  '•good  United  States  bank  notes.'  But, 
alas!  their  hopes  have  been  sadly  disappointed,  their  rea- 
sonable expectations  have  been  cruelly  frustrated,  and  they 
have  a right  to  express  themselves  in  regard  to  the  indivi- 
dual who  has  betrayed  their  confidence." 

This  account  of  the  speech  from  the  editor  of  the 
paper  is  confirmed  by  a report  and  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  a large  meeting  of  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens of  the  place.  The  report  reads: 

“We  are  aware  that  President  Tyler  had  formerly 
spoken  and  voted  against  a national  bank  as  uncon- 
stitutional and  inexpedient,  and  we  now  regret  that 
he  thought  proper,  in  his  veto  message,  to  allude  to 
these  opinions,  and  to  insist  that  a change  of  them, 
under  existing  circumstances,  would  have  been  crimi- 
nal, or  have  subjected  him  to  the  ridicule  and  scorn 
of  good  men.  It  never  entered  into  our  minds  that, 
should  he  in  his  official  character  approve  such  a 
bank  bill,  he  would,  in  any  degree,  dishonor  himself. 
Mr.  Madison  had  opposed  a bank  of  the  U.  States  as 
inexpedient  and  unconstitutional,  and  yet,  in  a very 
short  time,  he  approved  the  law  which  created  the 
late  national  bank.  We  had  not  so  learned  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  as  to  suppose  Mr.  Madison  had, 
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committed  a crime,  or  dishonored  himself  in  the  eyes 
of  virtuous  men.  We  had  not  supposed — we  cannot 
suppose — that  there  lives  the  man  on  earth  who 
could  dishonor  himself  in  the  eyes  of  any  one  by  do- 
ing what  President  Madison  had  done  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

“During  the  late  canvass  we  were  honored  with  a 
visit  from  Mr.  Tyler.  He  mingled  and  conversed 
freely  with  the  people,  and  favored  us  and  our  neigh- 
borhood with  several  speeches.  He  seemed  fully  to 
sympathize  with  us  in  all  our  opinions  and  grievances, 
and  to  enter  most  ardently  into  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
test, denouncing,  in  no  measured  terms,  the  conduct 
of  the  then  and  previous  administrations.  We  all 
remember  how  (holding  out  an  empty  purse)  he  hap- 
pily ridiculed  and  exposed  the  hard  money  dogmas 
of  our  adversaries,  and  how  cheerfully  and  emphati- 
cally he  endorsed  the  speech  in  which  General  Har- 
rison, at  Dayton,  had  expressed  his  sentiments  upon 
this  question. 

“Entertaining  at  that  time  the  kindest  feelings  to- 
wards Mr.  Tyler,  and  having  confidence  in  his  poli- 
tical principles,  this  confidence  was  confirmed  by  his 
conduct  and  declarations  while  among  us. 

“But  now,  since  he  has,  in  our  opinion,  acted  with- 
out due  respect  to  a salutary  principle  and  to  an  ob- 
ligation imposed  by  the  spirit  of  the  constitutiun,  but 
which,  however  sacred,  can  only  be  enforced  by  pub- 
lic opinion,  we  regard  it  as  our  right  and  duty  prompt- 
ly and  publicly  to  express  our  sentiments  in  relation 
to  this  act  of  the  president.” 

The  second  resolution  is  as  follows: 

“ We  do,  therefore,  farther  resolve,  That  the  president, 
by  using  the  power  of  the  veto  to  defeat  this  bill,  has 
disappointed  our  just  expectations,  founded,  as  we 
believe,  on  his  own  conduct  during  the  last  presiden- 
tial canvass;  and  that,  by  thus  using  the  veto  power, 
and  assuming  to  the  executive  the  right  in  his  official 
acts  to  disregard  the  construction  given  to  the  con- 
stitution by  the  supreme  court  and  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  he  has,  against  his  own  de- 
nunciations, assisted  to  fix  upon  the  country  princi- 
ples destructive  to  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions, 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  the  constitution  it- 
self.” 

Well,  sir,  does  all  this  commit  Mr.  Tyler  to  the 
support  of  a bank?  Surely,  surely,  none  can  deny  it. 
But  this  is  not  all  yet.  He  made  another  speech, 
during  the  same  trip;  at  Elizabethtown,  Marshall 
county,  Virginia,  an  account  of  which  I will  now 
read  from  the  public  prints: 

> “John  Tvler  and  the  veto.  While  the  people 
are  aroused  by  the  astounding  veto  of  the  president 
upon  the  fiscal  bank  bill,  and  while  Mr.  Tyler  pro- 
fesses so  much  regard  for  formerly  expressed  opi- 
nions, it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  to  his  senti- 
ments upon  this  subject  as  expressed  during  the  late 
campaign. 

“In  a speech  delivered  at  Elizabethtown,  Marshall 
county,  Virginia,  Mr.  Tyler  was  particularly  severe 
in  censuring  General  Jackson  for  his  veto  upon  the 
bank  bill,  and  no  portion  of  his  remarks  were  better 
received  by  his  audience.  We  distinctly  remember, 
and  hundreds  of  our  citizens  as  well  as  those  of  Mar- 
shall county  will  endorse  our  statement,  that  Mr. 
T.  denounced  it  as  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  a power  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution;  a power,  said  he,  only  intend- 
ed to  be  used  in  extraordinary  cases,  and  upon  great  con- 
stitutional questions;  BUT  WHICH  HE  DID  NOT 
BELIEVE  THE  PRESIDENT  WAS  EVER  JUS- 
TIFIABLE IN  USING  IN  REGARD  TO  ANY 
MEASURE  WHICH  HAD  PASSED  BOTH 
HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS  BY  A DECIDED  MA- 
JORITY. 

“This  we  unhesitatingly  assert  was  the  substance 
of  Mr.  Tyler’s  remarks  at  Elizabethtown;  and  how, 
we  ask,  can  he,  with  this  declaration  staring  him  in 
the  face,  reconcile  his  exercise  of  the  veto  with  opi- 
nions formerly  expressed?  Were  he  the  president  of 
the  United  States  by  election — did  he  occupy  the 
seat  by  the  vote  of  a majority  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
he  would  find  it  difficult  to  justify  himself;  but  having 
been  borne  into  office  on  the  shoulders  of  one  who 
would  have  regarded  his  professions — one  who  was 
sincere  in  his  attachment  to  the  measures  of  the  whig 
party,  how  can  he  justify  this  arbitrary  exercise  of 
the  veto  power  upon  a measure  in  reference  to  which 
he  differs  with  the  party  which  is  so  decidedly  in  the 
ascendant?  We  pause  for  a reply.” 

In  confirmation  of  this  statement  I hold  in  my  hand 
a letter,  written  to  a member  of  this  house  by  a gen- 
tleman whose  respectability  he  vouches  for,  dated 
west  Alexandria,  Pa.  Sept.  2,  1841: 

“It  can  be  proven  by  hundreds  of  witnesses  that 
John  Tyler,  in  speeches  delivered  by  him  at  Wheel- 
ing and  Grave  creek,  last  summer,  denounced  Gen. 
Jackson  for  vetoing  the  U.  S.  bank  in  the  strongest 
terms.”  , 

Now,  sir,  in  connexion  with  this  veto  subject,  let 
me  read  an  extract  from  a speech  delivered  by  Mr. 


Tyler  on  presenting  a memorial  from  the  county  of 
Accomac,  Va.  on  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  which 
has  so  forcible  an  application  to  his  own  situation  at 
this  moment,  that  it  would  seem  to  have  been  made 
for  the  occasion.  I read  from  the  Register  of  De- 
bates, p.  944,  vol.  10: 

“We  were  told  yesterday  (says  Mr.  Tyler)  that 
the  president  could  not  retrace  his  steps  with  honor. 
What  language  is  this  to  be  held  by  a public  agent? 
Honor,  due  regard  to  the  solemn  obligations  and  du- 
ties of  office,  require  of  every  public  man  to  repair 
the  mischiefs  which  his  own  unwise  policy  may  have 
inflicted  on  the  country.  By  what  sort  of  advisers 
must  the  president  be  surrounded,  when  we  are  told 
that  he  would  be  dishonored  by  giving  audience  to 
the  constituent  body,  and  yielding  to  their  wishes? 
His  duty  required  this  of  him.  The  country  must 
suffer  because  the  president  must  not  be  inconsistent. 
Honor  would  not  permit  him  to  retract  an  ill-advised 
act,  no  matter  what  came  out  of  it.  Mr.  T.  would 
scout  such  an  idea  of  honor  and  consistency.” 

This,  together  with  a speech  made  a few  days  be- 
fore on  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  contains  so  ma- 
ny passages  applicable  to  the  present  state  of  things, 
that  but  for  having  something  of  my  own  to  say,  I 
might  be  content  to  adopt  it  as  my  speech  on  this  oc- 
casion. In  page  663,  same  volume: 

“Mr.  Tyler  rose,  and  began  by  saying  that  if  any 
man  expected  that  the  chief  executive  officer  of  any 
country,  whatever  the  form  of  government  over  which 
he  might  preside,  or  whatever  his  conduct,  would 
want  supporters  and  advocates,  he  was  blind  to  the 
lights  of  history,  and  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  man. 
* * * * And  many  who  have  assisted  in  elevat- 
ing the  president  by  their  suffrages  to  his  high  office, 
can  with  but  difficulty  bring  themselves  to  question 
the  wisdom  of  his  acts  or  soundness  of  his  policy. — 
Thus  it  is  that  men  of  great  moral  worth  and  of  un- 
questioned patriotism  have  been  found  in  all  that  has 
passed  of  our  history,  as  they  will  be  in  all  that  is  to 
come,  rallying  to  the  defence  of  the  president  when- 
ever his  conduct  of  public  affairs  shall  he  brought  in- 
to question.  Every  expedient  will  be  resorted  to 
that  honor  can  sanction,  if  not  to  justify,  to  excuse  his 
conduct.”  * * * * * 

“To  render  inaudible  the  voices  of  those  who  call 
into  question  his  conduct,  and  complain  of  violated 
law,  they  are  assailed  in  their  turn;  and  when  argu- 
ment fails,  the  war  of  appellatives  begins.  They  are 
called  alarmists  and  agitators,  and  are  charged  with 
being  actuated  by  unholy  motives.  [See  the  two  of- 
ficial organs  at  this  time,  the  Madisonian  and  the  N. 
York  Herald.]  These  expedients  but  too  often  suc- 
ceed, and  errors  in  the  administration  of  affairs  come 
to  be  ratified  which  but  too  frequently  destroy  the 
very  foundations  of  free  government.” 

Be  it  remembered,  sir,  that  all  laws  regulating  the 
custody  of  the  public  money  have  been  abrogated 
and  annulled  by  President  Tyler,  and  that  we  now 
have  a treasury  under  executive  control.  What  says 
he  on  this  subject? 

“And  now,  again,  when  a complaint  is  urged  of 
proceeding  new  in  our  history,  of  the  assumption  of 
powers  not  conferred  by  law,  of  laws  abrogated  and 
annulled,  and  of  a treasury  under  executive  control, 
established  by  no  law,  and  sustained  only  by  his  will, 
we  are  told  there  is  no  danger,  and  a lullaby  is  sung 
to  lull  the  people  into  repose.  Sir,  in  every  violation 
of  law  there  is  danger;  but  when  that  violation 
amounts  to  a breach  of  the  public  faith,  no  matter  to 
whom  pledged — when  it  grasps  the  exchequer  and 
places  it  under  executive  control — when  the  trial  by 
jury,  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  and  the  judicial 
authority  are  set  at  naught,  who  can  doubt  but  there  is 
danger — the  greatest  of  all  possible  danger?  What 
more  is  left  to  be  done,  which  will  not  speedily  fol- 
low, to  change  the  whole  character  and  structure  of 
our  government”’ 

I beg  you,  sir,  and  the  country  to  ponder  on  this 
passage,  which  is  full  of  truth  and  full  of  wisdom, 
and  particularly  applicable  to  the  present  executive. 

Mr.  Tyler  endeavors  to  sustain  his  present  course 
by  precedent  and  consistency.  Hear  him  again: 

“The  argument  derived  from  precedent,  and  used 
by  gentlemen,  is  suicidal,”  says  Mr.  Tyler.  “How 
would  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bank  stand  if  precedent  is  to  be  relied  on?  What  be- 
comes of  the  praises  bestowed  on  the  president  for 
his  veto  of  the  bank  bill  two  years  ago?  Twice  has 
the  bank  been  chartered  by  the  approbation  of  all 
the  constitutional  organs  of  the  government.  Thrice 
has  it  passed  the  two  houses  of  congress;  and,  not  to 
speak  of  subordinate  tribunals,  once,  if  no  more,  has 
it  received  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  highest  court 
known  to  our  judicature.”  “Sir,”  continues  Mr. 
Tyler,  “he  (the  president)  came  into  office  on  the 
principle  of  reform,  ****** 
and  yet  how  ludicrous  the  figure  he  is  made  to  cut. 
Drums  and  trumpets  announce  the  coming  of  this 
great  reformer;  his  banner  waves  above  his  head  with 


‘Reform’  inserted  in  large  characters  upon  it;  and 
yet,  when  he  opens  his  lips,  the  only  cry  which  is- 
sues from  them  is — precedent,  precedent — good  or 
bad,  sound  or  unsound,  still — precedent  precedent.” 

And  here,  the  only  cry  we  hear  from  this  great  re- 
former is — consistency,  consistency  with  my  former 
opinions. 

In  President  Tyler’s  inaugural  he  pledges  himself 
to  consult  the  wisdom  and  example  of  his  predeces- 
sors; and  in  his  last  veto  message  he  speaks  of  “up- 
l holding  the  institutions  of  the  country  as  they  have 
come  down  to  us  from  the  hands  of  our  god-like  an 
icestors.”  Whom  Mr.  Tyler  looks  upon  now  as  his 
god-like  ancestors  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture:  they 
are  neither  Washington,  nor  Madison,  nor  the  chief 
' builders  of  the  constitution,  who  established  the  first 
bank.  But  in  1834  he  told  us  who  they  were.  He 
says: 

“The  president,  in  his  first  inaugural,  pledges  him- 
self to  consult  the  lights  held  out  by  the  examples  of 
those  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  administration  of 
the  government.  Has  he  done  so,  sir?  He  had  the 
bright,  the  glorious  example  of  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son before  him,  and  yet  he  rejected  them  both.” 

And  now  he  has  the  bright  and  glorious  example 
of  Madison,  the  only  one  of  those  two  ever  called 
upon  to  act  directly  on  this  question,  and  rejects  it, 
as  he  denounced  Gen.  Jackson  for  doing;  and  now 
thinks  he  would  commit  a crime,  and  dishonor  him- 
self in  the  eyes  of  virtuous  men,  to  follow  this  bright 
1 and  glorious  example.  But,  sir,  enough  of  this 
speech,  which  I here  commend  to  the  perusal  of  the 
president’s  friends. 


These  are  the  circumstances  under  which  Presi- 


dent Tyler  came  into  office,  and  these  are  the  cir- 
, cumstances  under  which  congress  assembled  on  the 
31st  day  of  May  last. 

The  president,  in  his  message  to  congress,  inti- 
mates that  the  currency  must  be  reformed;  submits 
to  the  representatives  of  the  people  which  is  most 
acceptable  to  their  constituents,  a bank  of  the  Unit- 
| ed  States,  the  sub-treasury  or  the  state  bank  system; 

' and  at  the  same  time  we  have  submitted  to  us  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  a plan  for  a national  bank, 
which,  it  can  be  established,  met  with  his  (the  presi- 
dent’s) approval  and  sanction.  All  the  details  of 
that  bill  not  being  acceptable  to  congress,  they  start- 
! ed  another  bill,  but  engrafted  upon  it,  in  the  16th 
[ section,  a provision,  not  desirable  or  agreeable  to  a 
single  man  that  voted  for  it,  called  the  compromise 
! clause,  with  the  express  end  and  aim  of  reconciling 
the  president  to  the  bill.  And  yet  that  very  clause 
was  made  the  pretext  for  the  veto.  If  the  president 
did  not  intend  to  sign  any  bank  bill,  why  did  he  not 
, say  so  at  once,  and  be  done  with  it.  But,  instead  of 
[ that,  his  whole  course,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  has  been  one  of  equivocation  with  his 
own  character,  and  trifling  with  congress  and  the 
, hopes  of  the  country. 

Why,  sir,  to  how  many  persons  did  he  say  he  would 
! sign  Mr.  Ewing’s  bill,  as  it  was  called?  He  often 
j told  me  so,  and  wanted  me  to  vote  for  it;  and  he  said 
1 as  much  to  fifty  others.  Much  has  passed  between 
the  president  and  myself  of  a confidential  nature, 
which  shall  never  be  divulged.  I will  neither  pub- 
lish confidential  conversations  nor  private  letters — I 
leave  that  for  higher  functionaries;  but  much  has 
also  passed  not  confidential,  that  I am  at  liberty  to  dis- 
close. Well,  sir,  in  one  of  those  conversations  in 
which  the  president  endeavored  to  persuade  me  of 
the  propriety  of  passing  Mr.  Ewing’s  bill,  he  said  he 
would  sign  it  without  the  least  difficulty,  though  it 
was  not  precisely  such  a bank  as  he  would  prefer; 
that  if  left  to  himself  to  frame  a bill  without  refer- 
j ence  to  the  views  of  any  other  person,  he  would 
have  such  and  such  a bank,  proceeding  to  describe 
precisely  and  identically  such  a bill  as  this  he  has 
last  vetoed,  with  two  immaterial  exceptions.  But, 
as  1 mean  to  be  strictly  accurate,  I will  therefore 
state  them.  He  said  he  would  no!  object  to  a capi- 
tal of  $35,000,000,  but  he  thought  to  deal  in  ex- 
changes alone  $15,000,000  would  be  enough,  and  re- 
ferred me,  I think,  to  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Apple- 
ton,  in  confirmation  of  that  view.  The  other  differ- 
ence was,  that,  in  the  bill  he  then  described,  he  drew 
no  distinction  between  foreign  and  domestic  bills. — 
He  subsequently  made  that  difference;  and  this  bill, 
to  suit  that  view  since  expressed,  is  limited  in  it  ope- 
rations to  foreign  bills.  Well,  sir,  while  the  first  bill 
was  before  him  for  consideration,  he  expressly  de- 
clared to  the  whig  portion  of  the  Ohio  delegation  that 
he  would  sign  Mr.  Ewing’s  bill,  if  congress  would 
pass  it.  A few  days  after  he  said  he  could  not  sign 
that  bill,  for  he  had  never  read  it.  And  when  asked 
what  sort  of  a bill  he  would  sign,  he  said  he  didn’t 
know,  for  he  hadn’t  had  time  to  think  of  it.  The 
veto  came  in,  and  it  was  understood  that  the  presi- 
dent said  congress  could  pass  a bill  in  three  days  that 
he  could  sign,  and  one  that  would  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  government.  Two  gentlemen  were  ap- 
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pointed  to  ascertain  what  sort  of  a bill  that  was:  they 
consulted  with  the  president  or  his  cabinet:  this  last 
hill  was  drawn  up  and  prepared  expressly  to  suit  his 
views,  authenticated  and  sanctioned  by  him,  and 
came  to  this  house  with  his  pledge  to  sign  it;  and  be- 
fore it  had  passed  this  house  he  declared  to  two  mem- 
bers now  present  that  he  would  lose  both  his  arms 
before  he  would  sign  it.  I have  reason  to  believe 
the  title  to  the  bill,  with  which  he  finds  so  much 
ianlt  was  altered  at  his  own  request,  and  was  drawn 
up  in  his  own  handwriting.  Now,  sir,  do  I use  lan- 
guage too  harsh  when  I characterize  such  conduct 
as  trifling  and  equivocating? 

It  is  certain  that  when  we  came  here  no  doubt 
was  entertained  by  either  party  that  he  would  sign  a 
bank  bill;  our  friends  thought  so,  or  it  would  not 
have  been  discussed,  as  it  was,  for  ten  or  twelve 
weeks;  the  other  party  thought  so,  or  they  would  not 
have  gotten  up  the  cry  of  repeal ! repeal ! which  re- 
sounded not  only  through  the  walls  of  this  capitol,  but 
became  the  watchword  of  the  party  throughout  the 
country.  But  we  are  now  told  that  we  must  wait, 
give  time;  and  it  has  been  intimated  by  the  president 
that  the  people  are  not  in  favor  of  a bank!  Indeed, 
sir;  the  people  not  in  favor  of  a bank!  Why,  what 
evidence  is  required  stronger  than  that  presented? — 
You  have  a majority  of  thirty-one  voting  for  this 
bank,  with  seven  absentees  who  voted  for  the  first 
bank’  which  gives  you  thirty-eight.  Several  others 
who  voted  against  it  acknowledge  their  constituents 
to  be  in  favor  of  some  bank,  though  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  this,  which  gives  you  forty,  or  upwards! 
Which  of  those  voting  for  a bank  does  the  president 
charge  with  misrepresenting  his  constituents?  None 
that  we  have  heard  of.  Then  suppose  each  member 
to  represent  his  constituents  fairly,  and  each  one  to 
represent  sixty-thousand  persons,  which  is  a reason- 
able average,  and  the  majority  of  forty  on  this  floor 
gives  you  a majority  of  two  million  four  hundred 
thousand  of  the  population  of  the  United  States  in 
favor  of  a bank;  and  yet  we  are  to  be  told  it  is  a 
doubtful  question,  upon  which  the  people  have  ex- 
pressed no  opinion! 

It  may  be  wrell  enough  to  look  and  see  if  we  can 
trace  the  influences  that  may  have  operated  on  his 
mind  to  produce  this  extraordinary  change  that  the 
president  has  undergone. 

It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  house  that,  from 
the  moment  a veto  was  whispered  as  a probable 
thing,  Mr.  Tyler  began  to  grow  in  the  good  graces 
of  the  opposition  party,  and  the  loco  foco  presses  of 
the  country  that  had  exhausted  their  vocabularies  of 
abuse  on  him  for  the  last  two  years,  suddenly  be- 
came somewhat  enamored  with  this  “ sterling  repub- 
lican of  the  old  school .”  And  Mr.  Patchie,  in  a num- 
ber of  the  Enquirer  which  I now  hold  in  my  hand, 
fed  him  for  a while  on  soft  corn,  which  he  took  as 
kindly  as  a house  pig;  and  he  who  had  been  abused 
for  Ins  relentless  proscription,  as  it  was  called,  and 
was  made  to  assume  all  the  qualities  of  his  satanic 
majesty,  was  suddenly  found  to  be  a marvellous  pro- 
per man;  “as  a constitutional  interpreter  that  would 
compare  with  Mr.  Jefferson  himself;”  as  a “patriot 
statesman,”  “a  national  deliverer  and  benefactor;” 
“one  who  had  proved  himself  equal  to  such  a crisis, 
and  was  worthy  to  be  trusted  now  and  hereafter  by  a 
generous  and  magnanimous  people.”  He  is  told 
that  “the  whig  slang  about  his  being  pledged  to 
carry  out  the  principles  of  that  party  is  absolutely 
ridiculous.”  Again  he  is  told  by  the  crafty  editor: 
“Mr.  Tyler’s  principles,  duties,  policy,  interests,  are  all 
with  us,  if  he  can  only  see  them.  But  will  he  see  them? 
We  hope  and  trust  he  will  not  throw  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  federal  rohigs .”  This  is  to  a whig 
president!  And  then  comes  the  grand  climacterac, 
the  open,  bold  invitation,  the  barefaced  proposition; 
he  is  bid  for  in  the  public  market  with  as  much  con- 
tumely as  an  old  broken-down  cart-horse,  in  an  ar- 
ticle published  in  the  same  paper,  addressed  to  “his 
excellency  the  president  of  the  United  States;”  which 
concludes  with  this  emphatic  suggestion: 

“At  this  moment  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the 
democrats,  as  a party,  are  exceedingly  strong.  The 
proposition  of  the  whig  party  who  adhere  to  you,  and 
who  will  not  go  for  Mr.  Clay,  is  also  large.  Common 
sense  on  this  matter  speaks  a language  that  the  lowest  mind 
will  not  misunderstand.  Recollect,  sir,  that  you  are 
the  son  of  a sire  who  to  a Christian’s  virtues  united  a 
Roman’s  firmness,  that  made  him  victor  over  both 
public  and  private  foes,  and  gave  to  him  a proud  rank 
among  those  great  men,  which  secures  to  the  anci- 
ent dominion  an  imperishable  fame.t’ 

This  article  professes  to  have  been  written  from 
this  place,  and  is  signed  “Washingtonian.” 

Now,  I beg  that  it  may  not  be  forgotten  that  Mr. 
Tyler  is  the  individual  who  has  always  claimed  the 
credit  of  being  the  originator  of  the  one-term  prin- 
ciple, so  strongly  advocated  in  that  election  which 
brought  him  into  power — not  on  the  farcical  ground 
now  assumed  by  some  of  his  friends,  and  no  doubt  by 


himself  too,  to  wit:  that  the  honor  was  too  high  to  be 
conferred  on  one  man  twice,  but  that  the  influence 
and  patronage  of  the  office  should  not  be  exerted  to 
secure  a re-election;  and  yet  he  had  not  been  in  of- 
fice four  weeks,  having  then  nearly  the  whole  presi- 
dential term  of  four  years  to  run,  before  an  open  at- 
tempt was  made  to  create  a third  party,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  to  him  a second  term;  and  he  not 
only  lends  his  countenance  to  it,  but  to  accomplish  it 
frustrates  and  defeats  the  measures  of  the  party  that 
elevated  him,  turns;  a deaf  ear  to  the  admonitions  and 
entreaties  of  his  former  friends,  collects  around  him 
as  confidential  advisers  men  without  wisdom,  with- 
out experience,  and,  in  some  instances,  men  with 
whom  it  is  not  very  creditable  that  he  should  as- 
sociate; confides  more  in  the  counsels  of  hired  letter 
writers,  who  are  to  write  him  into  fame  and  popula- 
rity, than  in  his  constitutional  cabinet;  retains  men 
in  office  who  are  obnoxious  to  every  objection  that 
has  been  urged  against  the  horde  of  office  holders  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  and  almost  publicly  proclaim- 
ed himself  a candidate  for  the  next  presidency. 

Sir,  let  me  read  to  you  a sentiment  given  by  Mr. 
Tyler  during  the  year  preceding  the  nomination  of 
Gen.  Harrison,  at  a whig  festival  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  Virginia: 

“By  John  Tyler:  Pilgrim  presidents  and  travelling 
cabinets — the  fruitful  offspring  of  the  second  presiden- 
tial term.  One  term,  and  no  re-election;  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  conntry  demand  it.  Will  not  the  po- 
pular suffrages  decree  it  in  1840?” 

This  the  sentiment  of  the  man  who  now  already 
sets  himself  up  as  a candidate  for  a second  term? — 
What  influence  the  course  of  the  opposition  party 
and  presses  may  have  exerted  over  him  it  is  difficult 
to  tell,  except  from  his  public  acts;  but  about  the 
time  I have  adverted  to,  when  these  propositions 
were  made,  a remarkable  change  came  over  the 
spirit  of  his  dream,  and  he  suddenly  arrested  all  re- 
movals from  office,  and  reinstated  some  that  had 
been  removed  as  obnoxious  to  the  rules  laid  down 
by  himself,  or  from  incompetency  to  discharge  the 
duties  assigned  them.  An  extraordinary  case  oc- 
curred in  this  city. 

The  commissioner  of  the  land  office,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  notified 
eleven  clerks  in  his  department  that  their  services 
were  no  longer  required.  It  is  said  they  waited  on 
Mr.  Tyler,  and  represented  to  him  that  although 
they  were  hostile  to  General  Harrison  and  to  whig 
principles,  yet  they  were  very  good  Tyler  men,  and 
they  were  all  ordered  instanter,  during  the  absence 
of  the  head  of  the  department  from  the  city,  to  be 
reinstated.  Five  of  the  places,  however,  had  already 
been  supplied,  and  it  was  too  late  for  them;  the  other 
six  resumed  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  remain 
there  to  this  moment,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
who  has  since,  I understand,  resigned.  There  was 
an  individual  among  them  who  has  often  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  this  house,  and  is  now  in  my  eye  at 
the  Globe  reporters’  desk. 

Sir,  who  does  not  recollect,  (that  was  a member 
of  the  last  congress),  how  often  the  name  of  Lund 
Washington  was  introduced  on  this  floor  by  the  ho- 
norable member  from  the  Louisville  district  in  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Graves),  when,  pointing  his  finger  to 
him,  as  I do  now,  he  said: 

“There  sits  a man,  Lund  Washington,  now  occu- 
pied as  a reporter  for  the  Globe,  who  at  this  mo- 
ment is  a salaried  officer  of  the  government,  at  1,200 
dollars  a year,  neglecting  and  quitting  his  duty  to 
come  here  to  embark  in  the  politics  of  the  country. 
This,  sir,  is  the  same  individual  of  whom  it  has  been 
said  that,  still  holding  his  clerkship,  he  was  sent  to 
Kentucky  during  the  late  canvass  to  establish  a par- 
tizan  press,  and  during  his  absence  hired  a substi- 
tute at  $200  a year  to  perform  his  duties  as  a clerk!” 

And  this  is  one  of  the  individuals  removed  and  af- 
terwards reinstated  by  Mr.  Tyler  because  he  was  a 
Tyler  man.  Sir,  such  a bartering  of  principles  and 
of  public  rights  stinks  in  the  nostrils  of  all  honorable 
men. 

Let  me  now  ask  you  and  the  country,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  I have  not  made  good  my  charge  of  perfidy 
against  Mr.  Tyler?  And  if  any  man  still  doubts,  let 
me  throw  all  the  proofs  I have  adduced  to  the  winds, 
and  still  one  substantial  ground  is  left  upon  which 
alone  I would  be  willing  to  rest  my  charge. 

Is  Mr.  Tyler  spoken  of  by  any  body  for  the  next 
presidential  term?  Yes,  he  is!  By  whom?  By  the 
whigs?  No,  not  a man  of  them!  but  by  the  loco  foco 
party!  And,  sir,  is  it  within  the  compass  of  human 
belief  that  that  party  would  take  John  Tyler,  who 
was  so  recently  elected  as  one  of  their  bitterest  op- 
ponents, as  their  candidate,  if  he  had  undergone  no 
change,  and  they  had  received  no  assurances  or  en- 
couragement from  him — the  very  men  who  so  re- 
nently  opposed,  ridiculed,  and  abused  him?  No,  sir; 
the  thing  is  not  credible.  There  must  have  been  a 
change  somewhere,  either  in  Mr.  Tyler  or  the  op- 


position party.  They  do  not  admit  that  they  have 
changed,  and  yet  they  have  by  some  miraculous  means 
come  together.  What,  then,  is  the  irresistible  con- 
clusion? Why,  that  Mr.  Tyler  has  changed,  and  de- 
serted his  party  and  his  principles. 

But  there  is  no  perfidy,  no  treachery  in  this — not 
at  all;  because,  say  gentlemen,  he  has  differed  with 
us  on  one  point  only — which,  by  the  bye,  I have 
shown  not  to  be  so,  because  removals  of  unfaithful 
and  incompetent  men  from  office  was  a most  import- 
ant item  in  the  contemplated  reform  of  the  whig 
party.  But  suppose  it  to  be  true  that  we  differ  only 
on  this  one  point;  suppose  this  great,  paramount,  all- 
absorbing  question  of  currency  should  be  the  only 
question  about  which  we  have  been  deceived  in  the 
action  of  the  president,  could  not  treachery  be  es- 
tablished from  that?  If  Mr.  Tyler  should  attempt  to 
fasten  the  sub- treasury  upon  us,  either  openly  or  in 
disguise,  would  there  be  no  perfidy  in  this?  Why, 
sir,  Arnold  and  Hull  only  differed  on  one  point  with 
their  fellow  soldiers  and  brother  officers,  and  that 
was,  whether  they  should  fight  for  or  against  their 
country;  and  here  the  single  question  with  Mr.  Tyler 
is,  whether  he  shall  co-operate  with  the  whigs  who 
put  him  in  power,  or  go  over  to  the  loco  focos  by 
whom  he  hopes  to  be  retained  in  power. 

Pshaw!  don’t  talk  to  me  about  his  fidelity.  I know 
too  much  of  this  business  to  be  duped  by  such  slang. 
A difference  of  opinion  conscientiously  entertained  I 
could  tolerate  with  as  much  liberality  as  other  men; 
but  conscientious  convictions  do  not  undergo  as  frequent 
and  rapid  changes  as  Mr.  Tyler  has  undergone  in  the 
last  three  months. 

No,  sir;  an  unholy,  ungodly  and  corrupt  coalition, 

I believe  in  my  heart,  was  about  to  be  formed,  and. 
will  yet  be  formed  if  not  defeated  by  the  prompt  ac- 
tion of  the  whig  party;  and  “ head  him  or  die ” is  the 
motto  that  I have  adopted,  and  there  is  no  open,  fair 
and  honorable  means  that  I will  not  adopt  to  frus- 
trate his  designs. 

Sir,  let  not  gentlemen  roll  up  the  whites  of  their 
eyes  at  this  charge  of  perfidy  against  Mr.  Tyler;  it  is 
not  the  first  or  second  time  the  same  charge  has  been 
made  at  home.  I will  detain  you  for  a while,  that  I 
may  give  you  a scrap  or  two  from  his  political  histo- 
ry in  connexion  with  our  state  elections. 

In  the  year  1827,  Mr.  Tyler  was  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, professing  to  belong  to  the  Jackson  party. — 
Mr.  Randolph  was  then  a senator  of  the  U.  States, 
and  had,  by  the  violence  of  his  course,  excited  the 
deep  hostility  of  the  anti-Jackson  party,  who  were- 
determined  to  beat  him  in  the  election  just  then  about 
to  take  place.  Mr.  Tyler,  having  some  two  or  three 
personal  connexions  and  friends  in  the  house,  which, 
added  to  the  whig  vote,  would  give  them  a majority, 
was  applied  to  to  lend  his  name  to  his  political  oppo- 
nents; and  while  it  was  alleged  that  Mr.  Tyler, 
among  his  political  friends  in  the  Jackson  ranks, 
loudly  deprecated  all  opposition  to  Mr.  Randolph,  he 
secretly  connived  at  the  intrigue  of  his  political  ad- 
versaries, (as  the  pamphlet  now  in  my  hand  states, 
which  was  written  years  ago),  invited,  through  a 
friend,  a letter  to  be  written  to  him  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  defining  his  position,  and  then 
(as  now  with  the  compromise)  availed  himself  of  that 
letter  to  show  that  an  improper  attempt  was  made' to 
influence  or  awe  him  into  submission;  written  in  a 
spirit  of  dictation  which  he  felt  authorised  to  resist. 
Sir,  it  is  a curious  history,  and  I will  read  a few  ex- 
tracts from  a letter,  written  perhaps  the  day  after  the 
election  by  a member  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
somewhat  explanatory  of  what  had  occurred.  The 
letter  was  published  at  the  time  as  a part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  perfidy  then  charged  upon  Mr.  Tyler. 

Speaking  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Tyler,  written  on  the 
morning  of  the  election,  or  at  all  events  withheld  to 
that  time,  consenting  that  his  name  might  be  used, 
the  certainty  of  his  election  having  been  then  ascer- 
tained, the  writer,  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Wilson,  says: 

“It  was  not  such  as  I expected  it  would  be,  judg- 
ing from  the  opinions  and  declarations  uniformly  as- 
cribed to  him.  It  was  reported  and  believed,  and  I 
have  never  heard  the  contrary  asserted,  that  he  resist- 
ed with  great  zeal  the  idea  of  Judge  Barbour  being  put 
in  nomination  as  a candidate  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  alleging  he  would  not  do;  that  we  wanted, 
at  this  time,  the  services  of  a man  who  was  ready 
and  willing  to  throw  himself  into  the  breach  sword 
in  hand;  that  Judge  Barbour  %vas  not  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph was  that  man.” 

“It  was  also  reported  with  equal  confidence,  and 
as  generally  believed,  that  he  approbated  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  promptness  and  decision  of  Judge  Barbour 
and  his  personal  friends  in  denying  the  use  of  lus 
name,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  impair  by  di- 
vision the  strength  of  the  opposition,  all  of  which 
would  be  necessary  successfully  to  resist  the  en- 
croachments of  the  government.” 

“The  calculation  was  a fair  ono  that  Governor 
Tyler  would  (as  Judge  Barbour  had  done)  look  to  the 
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estimation  in  which  his  services  were  held  by  his  poli- 
tical friends  rather  than  the  office  he  was  to  obtain  at 
the  hands  of  his  political  enemies." 

The  election,  however,  came  on,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
was  the  man  that  beat  the  candidate  of  his  own  par- 
ty; opposition  to  whom  he  had  deprecated  in  the  strong- 
est terms. 

Well,  sir,  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  papers  of 
the  day,  to  show  the  public  feeling  at  the  time,  and  I 
have  done  with  this  subject,  which  I have  only  ad- 
verted to  to  show  that  the  charge  of  perfidy  will  not 
grate  so  harshly  on  Virginia  ears  as  it  seems  to  do  on 
the  ears  of  Massachusetts  (alluding  to  Mr.  Cushing) 
and  other  states  where  he  is  less  known. 

The  Winchester  Virginian,  speaking  of  Gov.  Ty- 
ler’s “late  tergiversation,”  says: 

“We  ask  from  Gov.  Tyler  no  disclaimer  of  the 
course  he  shall  pursue  in  the  senate;  we  care  not 
what  may  be  his  course.  He  has  disclosed  enough  to 
satisfy  us  that  he  is  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and  that 
it  is  a matter  of  little  consequence  whether  he  is  for 
us  or  against  us.  He  has  bartered  a large  share  of 
popularity,  and  as  fair  prospects  as  were  possessed 
by  any  man  in  Virginia,  for  an  ill-gotten  seat  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
favorite  sons  of  Virginia;  the  doors  to  the  highest  of- 
fices in  her  gift  had  been  thrown  open  to  him;  and, 
after  having  been  warmed  and  cherished  in  her  bo- 
som, he  has  remunerated  her  with  the  ingratitude  of 
the  adder." 

The  Petersburg  Republican  says: 

“Mr.  Tyler  will  doubtless  fill  the  office  of  senator 
the  full  time  for  which  he  has  been  elected.  He  may, 
and  we  hope  will,  represent  Virginia  faithfully  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation;  but  of  one  thing  we  are 
certain,  be  his  course  during  the  next  six  years  what 
it  may,  he  never  can  regain  the  position  he  occupied 
only  one  short  month  ago;  and  when  he  retires  from 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  he  will  sink  into  that 
state  of  nothingness  to  which  his  own  disingenuous  con- 
duct will  have  consigned  him,  and  from  which  he  will 
never  again  be  able  to  emerge." 

I read  now  from  a Jackson  paper  published  at  that 
day  in  Richmond — it  is  a column  cut  from  the  paper, 
and  not  headed,  but,  I believe,  the  Enquirer.  It  says: 

“The  dinner  lately  given  in  this  city  to  Gen. 
Floyd  and  Gov.  Giles,  to  which  it  was  resolved  not 
to  invite  Mr.  Tyler,  gave  great  umbrage  to  his  per- 
sonal friends  and  the  adherents  of  the  coalition.”  * 

* * “We  entertain  no  doubt,  however,  that  Mr. 
Tyler  will  vote  in  the  senate  according  to  the  wishes 
of  Virginia,  while  it  may  comport  with  his  ambition  to  do 
so;  but  we  have  no  guaranty  that  he  will  not  set  aside 
the  wishes  of  the  state  so  soon  as  personal  aggran- 
dizement may  tempt  him.” 

These  were  the  opinions  generally  entertained  of 
Mr.  Tyler’s  course  at  that  day.  I now  come  down 
to  a later  period.  In  the  winter  of  1838,  Mr.  Tyler 
was  again  a candidate  for  the  senate,  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Rives.  I supported  him  warmly;  but  he  could 
not  get  the  entire  vote  of  his  own  party,  and  he  was 
defeated.  During  that  contest,  which  lasted  several 
weeks,  he  was  frequently  withdrawn  and  renominat- 
ed. On  one  occasion  he  was  nominated  by  a mem- 
ber of  the  then  administration  party,  and,  on  his  re- 
tiring from  the  house,  he  was  asked  if  he  would  ac- 
cept a nomination  from  that  quarter;  to  which  it  was 
said  he  replied,  that  he  was  before  the  legislature, 
and  would  take  the  appointment  from  any  quarter  he  could 
get  it.  Now,  sir,  let  me  be  understood.  Ido  not  say 
that  this  charge  was  well  founded;  on  the  contrary,  I 
defended  him  at  the  time — I have  defended  him  ever 
since,  though  I have  been  almost  the  only  man  in  the 
state  that  did  defend  him;  if  others  did,  I have  not 
heard  of  it.  I do  not  now  charge  him  with  it.  I be- 
lieved at  the  time  he  was  altogether  incapable  of 
giving  utterance  to  such  a sentiment,  though  I con- 
fess his  recent  course  has  greatly  shaken  confidence 
in  my  former  opinions.  I mention  the  circumstance 
only  as  matter  of  history,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  charge  of  perfidy  has  nothing  of  novelty  in 
it,  when  connected  with  his  name. 

The  consequences,  however,  whether  true  or  false, 
were  most  disastrous  to  him;  it  not  only  revived  the 
recollection  of  the  scenes  of  1827,  but  it  utterly  and 
entirely  prostrated  him  in  the  state.  There  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  Harrisburg  convention,  no  office  in 
the  gift  of  Virginia,  from  the  highest  to  the  most 
humble,  that  Mr.  Tyler  could  have  obtained.  In 
confirmation  of  this,  when  the  Harrisburg  convention 
met,  and  Mr.  Tyler’s  name  was  mentioned  for  the 
vice  presidency  by  accident,  after  several  others  had 
declined  it,  how  many  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  colleagues  vo-  | 
ted  for  it?  Not  one!  They  could  not  go  back  to  the 
people  of  Virginia  and  say  they  had  recommended  j 
John  Tyler  to  them  as  vice  president;  they  put  it  on  I 
the  ground  of  delicacy.  But  did  the  delegation  of  | 
Kentucky  refuse  to  vote  for  Mr.  Clay  on  the  score  of  j 
delicacy?  On  the  contrary,  they  were  sent  there  for 


the  purpose.  Did  the  Ohio  delegation  decline  to 
vote  for  Gen.  Harrison?  No;  but  the  Virginia  dele- 
gation declined  to  vote  for  Mr.  Tyler.  The  truth 
was,  they  thought  it  would  be  indelicate  to  vote  against 
him,  and  they  did  not  vote  at  all. 

But  I dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject.  It  is  a pain- 
ful part  to  me,  but  necessary  to  my  vindication.  I 
have  been  challenged  to  the  argument,  and  I mean  to 
sustain  my  position  and  my  charge,  because  I believe 
it  to  be  true.  Those  who  think  I have  personal  ma- 
lignity and  enmity  mixed  up  with  my  political  indig- 
nation do  me  injustice.  I was  his  friend  personally, 
and  was  disposed  to  be  so  politically,  as  my  whole 
course  towards  him  would  show,  up  to  the  moment 
that  he  vetoed  the  first  bank  bill;  and  then  it  was  not 
the  mere  fact  that  he  did  not  sign  it,  but  the  motives 
by  which  I believed  he  was  prompted  in  vetoing  it. 
I then  measured  and  weighed  all  that  had  passed.  I 
gave  due  importance  to  a long  line  of  conduct  and 
remarks  that  I had  before  treated  as  having  been 
adopted  or  said  without  meaning,  in  a spirit  of  levity 
or  thoughtlessness;  and  the  conviction  was  irresistible 
to  my  mind  that  treachery  was  contemplated,  and  I 
gave  him  up  to  serve  my  country. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  I must  advert  to  a 
letter  I wrote  to  the  president  on  the  10th  of  August, 
six  days  before  the  veto  came,  not  simply  to  show  my 
feelings  towards  him  at  that  time,  but  to  correct  an 
erroneous  impression  that  has  been  formed  upon  it. 

I have  heard  it  was  whispered  about  that  I had 
written  a letter  to  the  president  on  the  same  day  I 
had  written  to  Richmond — to  wit:  the  lGth  August — 
expressing  sentiments  of  thehnost  friendly  character; 
and  the  attempt  has  been  thus  made  to  convict  me 
of  duplicity,  and  the  Madisonian  itself  intimates  as 
much.  No  matter  from  what  source  it  comes,  I 
stamp  it  with  falsehood — absolute  and  unqualified 
falsehood.  This  is  the  letter  I wrote,  as  I before 
said,  six  days  before  the  veto  came.  It  was  address- 
ed to  him  as  private  and  confidential , and  I do  not  know 
by  what  right  that  letter  was  spoken  of  by  the  presi- 
dent at  all.  However,  as  it  has  been  spoken  of,  I 
will  give  it  to  the  public.  It  is  as  follows: 

[private  and  confidential.] 

House  of  Representatives,  August  10,  1841. 

My  dear  sir:  I feel  that  our  relations,  resting  on 
political  associations  for  some  years  past,  and  the 
warm  personal  regard  I have  always  entertained  for 
you,  and  the  interest  I have  felt  and  manifested  for 
your  personal  and  political  welfare,  will  plead  my 
apology,  if  not  justification,  for  addressing  you  upon 
a subject  the  probable  consequences  of  which  I look 
to  with  the  most  awful  apprehensions. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  you  are  to  veto  the 
bank  bill.  If  it  is  so,  have  you  contemplated  the 
consequence,  in  all  its  bearings?  Can  your  cabinet 
sustain  you  in  the  veto?  Will  they  not  be  compelled 
to  resign?  For,  whatever  may  be  your  views  as  to 
the  principles  upon  which  you  came  into  power,  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  those  on  which  they  have  been 
sustained  by  the  country  require  at  their  hands  an 
earnest  support  of  the  measure  that  has  been  demand- 
ed by  the  people,  through  their  representatives,  by  a 
majority  exceeding  the  entire  representation  of  Vir- 
ginia and  South  Carolina,  the  two  states  in  which  the 
strongest  opposition  is  supposed  to  exist. 

If  the  present  cabinet  should  be  dissolved  on  that 
ground,  eould  you  assemble  around  you  another  from 
the  whig  party?  You  centainly  could  not.  Could 
you  from  the  other  party?  It  is  equally  clear  you 
could  not,  if  you  were  disposed;  and  equally  true,  I 
hope,  that  you  would  not  if  you  could.  They  could 
not  sustain  you  in  that  scheme  for  a bank  to  which 
you  have  already  committed  yourself.  Nor  could 
they  support  you  in  the  distribution  bill,  nor  indeed 
in  any  of  the  principles  you  profess,  and  upon  which 
you  have  been  supported  by  the  great  body  of  the 
American  people. 

You  would  be  thrown  back  then  on  the  fragment 
of  seceders,  “the  republican  portion  of  the  whig  par- 
ty,” as  they  style  themselves.  Now,  let  me  ask  you, 
could  you  rally  around  you  a cabinet  of  such  men 
from  that  party,  so  distributed  through  or  selected 
from  the  different  sections  of  the  country,  as  would 
command  the  confidence  or  respect  of  the  country? — 
If  not,  in  what  condition  would  you  be  placed? 

But,  if  you  could,  what  measure  could  be  adopted 
for  carrying  on  the  financial  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

The  sub-treasury  is  repealed;  and  the  dep<*:it  sys- 
tem of  1836  is  also  repealed  in  one  house,  and  will 
pass  the  other,  Congress  will  not  consent  to  take 
the  plan  suggested  by  the  secretary  oi  the  treasury. 
Will  you  not  find  it  impossible  to  carry  on  the  go- 
vernment, and  wifi  not  a resignation  be  forced  upon 
you? 

On  the  contrary,  if  you  can  reconcile  this  bill  to 
yourself,  all  is  sunshine  and  calm,  if  our  administra- 

tion will  meet  with  the  warm,  hearty,  zealous  sup- 
port of  the  whole  whig  party,  and  you  will  retire  from 


the  great  theatre  of  national  politics  with  the  thanks 
and  plaudits  and  approbation  of  your  countrymen. 

Take  these  suggestions,  my  dear  sir,  into  conside- 
ration; take  them  particularly,  I beg  you,  in  the  spirit 
in  which  they  are  offered,  and  ascribe  them  to  the 
ardent  zeal  of  one  who  feels  a deep  solicitude  for 
your  own  fame  and  happiness,  and  for  the  harmony 
and  prosperity  of  our  common  country. 

And  believe  me,  with  unaffected  sincerity,  your 
friend,  JOHN  M.  BOTTS. 

It  was  then  announced  that  the  hour  had  expired, 
and  Mr.  B.  was  compelled  to  take  his  seat. 

Note. — I perceive  by  Mr.  Ewing’s  letter  resign- 
ing his  situation  as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  he 
ascribes  the  loss  of  the  bank  bill  to  my  letter,  by 
which  I suppose  he  means  the  letter  published  by 
the  Madisonian;  and  which  the  ex-secretary  very 
unceremoniously,  and  I think  unnecessarily,  if  not 
unkindly,  takes  occasion  most  “unequivocally  to  con- 
demn.” If  he  could  not  approve,  I do  not  see  that 
his  “condemnation”  was  particularly  called  for;  nor 
can  I exactly  see  what  there  was  in  that  letter  to 
justify  his  “unequivocal  condemnation,”  if  the  one- 
half  that  he  says  of  Mr.  Tyler  is  true,  and  I do  not 

doubt  the  truth  of  all  be  states  as  matter  of  fact. 

His  inference  as  to  the  effect  of  that  letter  I do  not 
concur  in;  and  if  the  honorable  secretary  had  paid  a 
little  more  attention  to  dates  and  facts  he  would  not 
have  been  so  prompt  to  throw  responsibility  on  me, 
that  I was  not  entitled  to  bear. 

The  letter  was  written  on  the  16th  August;  it  was 
copied  and  sent  to  the  president,  and  reached  him  on 
Thursday  evening;  it  was  in  his  possession  all  of  Fri- 
day, and  the  second  bill  was  presented  to  the  house 
with  the  approbation  and  sanction  of  the  president  on 
the  next  day  ( Saturday ) and  it  was  on  the  Monday 
following  that  the  president  said  to  two  members  of 
congress,  “he  would  lose  both  his  arms  before  he  would 
sign  the  bill."  Now  I do  not  condemn  the  secreta- 
ry’s letter,  because  he  has  only  done  what  I did  my- 
self, to  tell  the  truth  in  relation  to  public  affairs, 
which  the  public  were  entitled  to  know;  but  surely 
there  is  as  much  reason  for  me  to  condemn  the  se- 
cretary as  there  is  for  the  secretary  to  condemn  me; 
for  if  my  letter  was  calculated  to  produce  a mulish 
disposition  in  the  president  and  prevent  his  signature 
to  that  bill,  the  secretary’s  letter  is  equally  calculat- 
j ed  to  make  him  still  more  stubborn,  and  defeat  any 
other  biil  that  may  be  prepared  in  future. 

Again:  Was  the  secretary  aware,  at  the  time  he 
was  endeavoring  to  throw  upon  me  the  responsibility 
of  the  loss  of  the  bank,  that,  while  that  bill  was  un- 
der discussion  in  the  house  of  representatives,  the 
president  had  prepared  for  a member  of  congress  an 
amendment  with  his  own  hand,  to  be  presented  to 
the  house,  with  which  amendment  he  said  he  would 
be  perpectly  satisfied  to  sign  the  bill.  This  amend- 
ment it  was  deemed  unadvisable  to  offer  in  the  house, 
as  the  bill  was  just  then  about  to  pass  from  the  com- 
mittee; and  before  it  could  be  decided  whether  it 
was  advisable  to  offer  it  in  the  senate  or  not,  Mr. 
Tyler  sent  for  the  member  of  congress,  into  whose 
hands  he  had  put  it;  and  said  to  him  that  he  had 
changed  his  mind  again,  and  hoped  no  bill  would  be 
sent  to  him.  All  this  trafficking  was  subsequent  to 
the  publication  of  my  letter. 

The  amendment  prepared  by  Mr.  Tyler  is  as  fol- 
lows, and  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  16th  section: 

“And  provided,  further,  And  it  is  to  be  expressly  un- 
derstood that  before  any  such  agency  shall  be  autho- 
rised to  deal  or  trade,  as  is  in  this  and  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  provided,  the  assent  of  the  state  in 
which  any  such  agency  is  established  shall  be  first 
had  and  obtained  by  an  express  resolution  of  the  le- 
gislature, or  in  some  other  form  of  usual  legislative 
proceeding.” 

Now  I assert  as  a fact  susceptible  of  proof  that  Mr. 
Tyler’s  change  of  opinion  and  equivocation  on  this 
subject  has  arisen  from  a determination  from  the  first 
not  to  sign  any  bank  bill.  Did  not  Mr.  Wise  say  on 
the  day  the  last  veto  was  under  discussion,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  that  he  could  have 
told  him  at  any  time  “that  John  Tyler  never  intend- 
ed to  sign  any  bill  establishing  a national  bank?” — 
And  did  not  Mr.  Tyler  say,  in  the  first  week  of  the 
session,  to  a gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability, 
when  speaking  of  his  standing  in  Virginia,  “Let  them 
give  me  an  opportunity  to  exercise  the  veto  power, 
and  I will  have  the  whole  state  with  me?” — thus  ma- 
nifesting a fixed  purpose  and  design  to  exert  that 
power,  and  that,  too,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  per- 
sonal popularity  to  himself? 

If  all  this  does  not  remove  the  impression  from  the 
secretary’s  mind  that  I deserve  his  “unequivocal 
condemnation,”  then  he  would  not  believe  though 
Moses  and  the  Prophets  were  to  rise  from  the  dead. 
At  least  I hope  it  will  relieve  me  from  the  public 
condemnation  that  one  who  was  so  high  in  station, 
and  is  in  standing,  has  very  gratuitously  endeavored 
to  visit  upon  me.  JOHN  M.  BOTTS. 
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The  Abolitionists  of  Connecticut  recently  assembled  in 
solemn  convention,  and  nominated  Francis  Gillett  of 
Bloomfield,  and  Levi  Yale,  jr.  of  Meriden,  as  their  can- 
didates for  governor  and  lieut.  governor  of  that  stale. 

The  same  convention  passed  a resolution  “respectfully 
to  take  leave”  to  ask  Mr  John  Tyler,  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  emancipate  his  slaves.  We  are  not 
precisely  in  Mr.  Tyler’s  secrets,  but  it  is  a settled  opinion 
with  us  that  he  will  not  consider  these  gentry  as  having 
any  constitutional  right  per  se,  to  make  such  a request. 

[iV.  Y Cour.  and  Enq. 

Arts  and  Sciences.  The  third  annual  meeting  of  the 
Men  of  Science  of  Italy  and  foreign  countries,  is  to  be 
held  at  Florence  the  present  month.  Letters  were  ad- 
dressed some  months  since  to  some  of  the  scientific  so- 
cieties in  this  country,  and  among  others  to  the  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  of  Massachusetts,  inviting  them  to 
send  delegates  to  represent  them  in  this  convention.  The 
academy  made  choice  of  two  of  their  members,  Messrs. 
Edward  Everett  and  Francis  C.  Gray.  They  are  both 
now  in  Europe,  and  will  probably  be  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. [ Boston  Trav. 

Bank  Items.  The  Herkimer  lank,  New  York,  was 
robbed  last  week  of  $70,000  by  one  of  its  clerks  named 
Brown,  who,  with  his  accomplices,  Green  and  Franciscus, 
were  all  subsequently  arrested  near  Saratoga,  and  the 
money,  except  $500,  recovered.  The  fugitives  are  now 
in  confinement  at  Albany. 

An  injunction  was  laid  on  Monday  by  authority  of  the 
bank  commissioners,  New  York,  upon  the  Commercial 
Bank  of  that  city,  one  of  the  safety  fund  banks,  and  its 
doors  are  closed.  The  bank,  it  is  believed,  has  over- 
traded or  loaned  too  large  an  amount  to  persons  connec- 
ted with  its  manage,  ment. 


Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  of  the  weekly 
liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  England,  from  the 
25th  ot  May  last  to  the  17th  of  August,  both  inclusive. 


Liabilities. 

Circulation  .£17,228,000 

Deposits  7,956,000 


.A  SSETS 

Securities  £23,012,000 
Bullion  5,106,000 


£25,184,000 


£28,118,000 


Climates  of  Different  Countries.  We  learn  from 


the  authority  of  sir  Richard  Phillips,  that  the  mean  heat 
of  the  year  at  different  places  of  note,  is  as  follows: 

Deg.  Min.  Deg.  Min. 

Si.  Petersburg, 

38 

84 

Geneva, 

49 

28 

Moscow, 

Stockholm, 

40 

10 

Vienna, 

50 

14 

42 

26 

Paris, 

51 

8 

Quebec, 

42 

8 

Amsterdam, 

Brunswick, 

51 

62 

Copenhagen, 

45 

63 

51 

8 

Edinburg, 

47 

84 

New  York, 

53 

78 

Boston, 

47 

3 

Milan, 

55 

76 

Detroit, 

37 

4 

Bordeaux, 

56 

4S 

Philadelphia, 

53 

7 

Rome, 

60 

44 

Richmond, 

56 

1 

Algiers, 

69 

98 

Washington, 

58 

1 

Cairo, 

72 

33 

Charleston, 

58 

5 

Cumana, 

81 

86 

Dublin, 

London, 

49 

30 

10 

36 

Vera  Cruz, 

77 

72 

New  City. — The  Mormons  are  about  to  build  another 
city  on  the  immediate  borders  of  Illinois.  They  have 
squatted  on  land  owned  by  a company  of  gentlemen  in 
this  city  and  elsewhere  at  the  east;  and  because  Joe 
Smith  says  it  is  a good  place,  or  rather  that  he  has  had  a 
revelation  that  it  is  the  spot  where  a great  city  will  stand, 
they  are  going  to  work  at  it.  [ B . Times. 


Gen.  Cass. — A long  letter  from  Gen.  Cass,  the  Ameri- 
can minister  at  Paris,  appears  in  the  Philadelphia  Ame- 
rican Sentinel,  written  in  reply  to  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  proposing  him  as  a candidate 
for  the  presidency.  He  certainly  does  not,  in  his  letter, 
court  a nomination  to  that  office;  but  yet  admits  that  in 
the  contingency  of  being  called  upon  by  the  general 
voice  of  the  democratic  party,  he  would  not  withhold  his 
assent. 

The  Census  of  Great  Britain,  now  in  progress,  it  is 
supposed  will  show  a population  of  twenty-eight  millions. 

New  York  State  Canals.  The  tolls  received  on  all 
the  canals  of  the  state  of  New  York  up  to  the  31st  day 
of  August,  inclusive,  for  the  last  seven  yeas,  have  been 


as  follows: 

1835 

$863,981 

1836  - 

925,060 

• 1837 

648,163 

1838  - 

849,026 

1839 

- 913,959 

1840  - 

913.376 

1841 

- - 1,134,878 

It  will  he  seen  from  the  above  table,  says  the  Albany 
Advertiser,  that  the  tolls  thus  far  received  during  the  pre- 
sent year  exceed  the  receipts  during  the  same  period  of 
last  year  by  the  enormous  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  thousand  jive  hundred  and  two  dollars. 


Earthquakes.  On  the  evening  of  the  17th  August, 
two  shocks  were  experienced  at  the  island  of  Martinique, 
the  last  of  which  was  nearly  as  severe  as  that  experienc- 
ed there  two  years  ago. 


Fire.  The  Third  Reformed  Dutch  church,  built  at 
Albany  in  1838,  at  an  expense  of  $16,000,  and  which  the 


congregation  had  just  completed  paying  for,  took  fire 
from  a spark  from  a neighboring  chimney  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  was  burnt  down. 

Flour.  Prices  remain  as  last  quoted,  but  with  no  con- 
siderable sales.  Inspections  of  the  last  week  in  Balti- 
more 14,304  bbls.  and  324  half  bbls. 

75,951  barrels  of  flour  and  41,905  bushels  of  wheat 
were  delivered  from  the  Erie  canal  at  Schenectady,  West 
Troy  and  Albany,  during  the  third  week  of  September. 

Jewels  in  Peru.  It  is  stated  that  the  jewels  of  the 
temple  of  the  sun,  which  were  secreted  at  the  conquest 
of  Peru  by  the  Spaniards,  have  been  recently  discovered, 
and  amount  in  value  to  180,000,000  of  dollars  ! Rather 
do  ubtful. 

Liberia.  It  is  stated  in  the  Cincinnati  papers,  that 
since  the  last  serious  riots,  a number  of  the  oldest  atid 
most  respectable  of  the  colored  people  in  that  city,  pos- 
sessing property,  are  making  arrangements  to  dispose  of 
their  effects  and  remove  to  Liberia. 

“Mesmerism,’’  is  a designation  for  animal  magnetism, 
derived  from  Mesmer,  who  is  said  to  have  discovered  it. 
A volume  of  remarkable  facts  and  “reasons  for  a dispas- 
sionate inquiiy  into  it,”  by  the  Rev.  Chauncy  Hare 
Townsend,  A.  M.  has  just  been  published. 

McLeod  Case.  The  circuit  court  of  the  fifth  circuit, 
New  York,  commenced  its  session  on  the  27th  ult.  The 
chief  justice,  Nelson,  having  been  for  some  time  unwell, 
was  absent.  Judge  Gridley  presided.  Three  judges  of 
the  county  courts  were  on  the  bench.  The  court  house 
was  crowded. 

The  usual  formalities  of  opening  court,  swearing  in 
the  jurors  empanneled,  &c.  having  been  completed,  the 
first  case  called  was  that  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  New 
York  vs.  Alexander  McLeod,  indicted  for  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  Amos  Durfee,  at  Fort  Schlosser,  in  the  county  of 
Niagara,  in  December.  1837. 

Mr.  Willis  Hall,  attorney  general,  responded  on  behalf 
of  the  people.  He  handed  to  the  court  a list  of  witnesses 
summoned  on  behalf  of  the  people,  which  was  called 
over  by  the  crier.  A portion  only  answered  to  their 
names. 

The  court  inquired  when  the  case  would  be  ready  for 
trial.  The  attorney  general  replied  that  the  case,  on  be- 
half of  the  people,  was  ready  now.  He  moved  that  the 
trial  proceed. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Spencer,  of  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  sub- 
mitted his  reasons  for  opposing  the  motion.  His  associ- 
ates (Judge  Gardner,  of  Rochester,  and  Mr.  Bradley,  ot 
Lockport)  were  both  still  absent  in  Canada,  collecting 
testimony.  He  expected  their  return  daily,  but  was  not 
ready  to  proceed  without  them.  Unexpected  difficulties 
had  been  encountered  in  the  obtaining  of  testimony.— 
The  witnesses  had,  since  1837,  become  scattered  over  all 
British  North  America,  from  Lake  St.  Clair  to  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence.  Many  of  them  had  been  found  and 
their  testimony  taken,  (of  which  three  large  packages 
were  produced  in  court);  but  others,  whose  evidence  was 
important,  had  not  yet  responded.  He  could  not  feel 
justified  in  going  to  trial  in  this  state  of  the  case,  and  he 
moved  that  the  trial  beset  down  for  Monday  next,  (Oct. 
4th),  which  was  the  earliest  day  that  he  could  feel  certain 
of  being  ready. 

Mr.  Hall  felt  bound  to  oppose  so  long  a postponement. 
He  would  do  nothing  to  deprive  the  prisoner  of  a fair 
trial;  but  ample  time  had  been  allowed  for  preparation. 
The  opposin  g counsel  were  well  aware  that  the  trial 
came  on  at  this  time;  while  a great  number  of  witnesses 
for  the  people  had  been  at  much  expense  summoned  at  a 
great  distance  from  their  homes,  and  were  now  in  at- 
tendance. They  could  not  be  detained  here  a whole 
week  beyond  the  time  necessarily  employed  in  the  trial, 
but  at  great  inconvenience  and  hardship  to  them. 

Judge  Gridley  reserved  the  question  for  the  present, 
but  with  the  right  to  the  attorney  general  to  renew  his 
motion  on  a later  day  of  this  week  should  he  think  proper 
to  do  so.  He  then  made  a brief  and  appropriate  address 
to  the  jurors  empanneled,  reminding  them  of  the  great 
responsibility  resting  on  them,  of  their  sworn  duty  to 
avoid  all  grounds  of  bias  or  prejudice  on  a question  which 
a portion  of  them  would  he  called  upon  to  decide,  to  re- 
pel all  attempts  to  influence  them  by  rumors  and  indirect 
approaches,  as  well  as  otherwise.  He  then  directed 
them,  should  any  attempt  be  made  so  to  approach  one  or 
more  of  them,  to  give  information  to  the  court,  by  whom 
the  offence  would  be  promptly  dealt  with. 

The  case  was  then  dropped,  and  the  court  proceeded 
to  the  trial  of  civil  cases. 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  above  details,  says:  I understand 
from  the  attorney  general  that  he  will  feel  it  his  duty  to 
call  up  the  case  again  on  Thursday  if  no  good  reason  is 
offered  for  further  delay.  Should  the  opposing  counsel 
still  insist  on  delay,  without  further  reason,  he  will  pro- 
bably be  obliged  to  swear  off  the  cause — in  which  case  it 
goes  over  to  the  next  term,  unless  by  special  agreement. 

Missionaries  to  India. — The  rev.  John  Wray  and 
Levi  Janvier,  with  their  wives,  embarked  on  Monday 
morning  in  the  ship  Washington  from  Philadelphia,  for 
Northern  India,  where  they  expect  to  spend  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives  in  missionary  service,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  board  for  foreign  missions. — 
The  following,  sent  out  by  the  American  Baptist  board 
of  foreign  missions,  take  passage  in  the  ship  Louvre, 
now  in  the  port  of  Boston,  awaiting  a change  of  wind  : 
Rev.  Cephas  Bennett,  and  lady,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.;  Mr. 
J.  II.  Chandler  and  lady,  of  Worcester,  Mass.;  Miss  M. 
Vinton,  of  Willington,  Ct.;  Mr.  L.  C.  Avung,  of  Bur- 
mall.  Their  destination  is  the  Burman  empire. 


New  Orleans.  The  yellow  fever  continues  unabated 
either  in  number  of  deaths  or  new  cases. 

On  the  17th  and  18th  there  were  110  deaths,  of  which 
94  were  by  the  fever. 

On  the  19th  and  20th  there  were  98  deaths,  of  which 
77  were  by  the  fever. 

On  the  21st,  60  deaths,  of  which  43  were  by  the  fever. 

Poinard. — Several  ladies  who  are  regarded  as  the 
leaders  of  fashion  in  the  beau  monde  of  Paris,  have  re- 
cently appeared  at  the  opera  with  a dagger  partially  con- 
cealed in  the  corsage  of  their  dress.  Of  this  dagger  only 
the  gold  handle  is  visible,  and  that  is  adorned  with  rich 
carving  or  precious  stones.  A Paris  journalist,  no- 
ticing this  singular  custom,  says:  “Are  these  poinards 
intended  to  menace  infidelity  or  presumption?  to  punish 
inconstancy  or  to  defend  virtue?  Probably  we  shall  soon 
hear  of  some  romantic  drama,  the  denouement  of  which 
will  be  crowned  by  the  protecting  bijou!’’ 

Plum  Time  Nantucket  boasts  of  her  “sheep-shering;” 
Barnstable  of  her  “cranberry  pickings;”  New-Haven  of 
her  “oyster-diggings;”  and  we  of  our  "'plum  time.’’  On  that 
huge  sandbank,  yclept  Plum  Island,  grows  a sort  of  plum; 
what  sort  we  really  don’t  know — which  is  ripe  about 
these  days;  and  haying  being  over  and  the  tide  serving 
for  the  water  parties,  young  men  and  maidens,  old  men 
and  boys;  crowds  from  this  and  the  neighboring  towns; 
some  in  boats,  some  in  omnibusses,  some  in  wagons  and 
some  on  foot — go  down  to  the  island  to  gather  plums, 
drink  tea,  roli  about  in  the  sand,  bathe  in  the  surf,  and 
have  a nice  time — boys  won’t  go  to  school,  girls  won’t 
churn;  all  insist  upon  having  a frolic  in  plum  time.  One 
day  last  week,  we  are  told,  there  were  from  one  to  two 
thousand  people  on  the  island,  wandering  about  and  en- 
joying themselves.  A lively  sight,  to  be  sure!  May  it  be 
seen  every  year  for  centuries  to  come.  We  love  these 
old  customs,  these  long  established  holidays — May-days, 
sheep-washing,  quilting  parlies,  huskings,  and  plum  lime. 
May  we  never  reach  that  height  of  civilization  when 
they  shall  be  voted  vulgar,  and  known  only  in  the  dim 
memory  of  that  venerable  lady  or  gentleman,  “the  oldest 
inhabitant.”  [Newburyport  Herald. 

Rice.  A cargo  of  2,000  bushels  of  the  new  crop  came 
to  market  this  Monday  morning,  from  the  estate  of  the 
late  George  W.  Morris,  esq.  on  Pon  Pon  river.  Quality, 
we  are  told,  seemed  to  give  a fair  promise.  It  was  sent 
to  mill  to  be  beat  out.  [Chars.  Rep. 

Mary  Rogers.  The  police  of  New  York  have  been 
indefatigable  in  pursuing  inquiries  for  the  perpetrators  of 
the  horrid  offence  which  terminated  in  the  death  of  this 
unfortunate  beauty.  After  being  repeatedly  diverted  into 
wrong  directions,  the  Albany  Argus  now  tells  us  that 
three  or  four  of  a gang  of  half  a dozen  notorious  rowdies 
implicated,  are  in  custody,  underproof  amounting  nearly 
to  certainly,  that  they  were  the  perpetrators.  James 
Fennegan  is  the  only  one  whose  name  is  given. 

Steamers.  The  Chili,  struck  a reef  near  Valparaiso, 
about  the  5th  June,  but  was  aided  by  a British  frigate, 
and  succeeded  in  reaching  ^Valparaiso,  where  she  was 
repairing  on  the  8th  July. 

The  Boston  Aurora  informs  us,  that  of  the  Cunard 
steamers,  one  ship  only  will  leave  Boston  in  the  months 
of  January,  February,  March  and  April.  One  ship  only 
will  leave  England  during  the  months  of  December, 
January,  February  and  March. 

Erie  Steamboat. — The  Erie  Gazette  states  that  be- 
tween 120  and  130  bodies  have  been  taken  from  the  lake, 
chiefly  found  near  where  the  Erie  was  burnt.  They  were 
principally  buried  at  Silver  Creek,  Dunkirk  and  Buffalo. 
Two  or  three  were  brought  to  Erie  for  interment. 

The  St  eam  Frigate  Kamschatka.  This  vessel,  built 
at  New  York  for  the  Russian  government,  sailed  for 
Cronstadt  on  Wednesday  morning.  The  Tattler  says 
she  is  probably  ihe  most  beautiful  model  afloat,  and  is  not 
equalled  in  speed  by  any  other  sea  steamer  in  the  world. 
One  of  the  principal  features  of  the  Kamschalka  is  the 
steadiness,  and  easy,  swanlike  motion  with  which  she 
moves  through  the  water.  Theie  is  no  jar,  no  disagree- 
able noise,  arising  from  the  machinery;  all  is  quiet  and 
firm.  Standing  on  the  deck,  persons  do  not  feel  as  if  the 
entire  fabric  beneath  them  was  tumbling  to  pieces.  They 
feel  safe  and  secure.  Her  engines  are  of  six  hundred 
horse  power,  and  her  tonnage  about  two  thousand. 

Sub-Marine  Armor.  Captain  Taylor  theinventorof 
the  sub-marine  armor,  made  an  interesting  and  success- 
ful experiment  of  his  apparatus  recently,  at  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  presence  of  a number  of  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  and  invited  strangers.  The  gunner 
consented  to  descend  with  the  armor,  and  having  inves- 
ted himself  in  it,  he  was  let  down  into  the  water,  and  re- 
mained beneath  the  surface  six  minutes.  He  came  out 
perfectly  dry,  and  declared  that  he  was  perfectly  easy 
under  the  water,  and  could  remain  below  a week.  The 
experiment  is  said  to  have  been  successful  in  every  re- 
spect, and  fully  established  the  great  utility  of  the  inven- 
tion. Captain  Taylor  superintended  the  experiment  in 
person. 

Temperance  Items.  Living  up  to  Principle.  The  cap- 
tain of  a brig  from  the  state  of  Maine  was  a short  time  at 
St.  Croix,  and  was  there’offered  $1,000  to  bring  home  a 
cargo  of  rum,  but  refused,  preferring  to  return  in  ballast. 

The  Vine  in  France.  Five  millions  of  acres  are  de- 
voted to  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  in  France-  The  value 
of  the  article  produced  is  800,000,000  francs  a year. 

Vicksburg.  Some  alarm  was  entertained  on  the  lSth 
ult.  of  cases  of  yellow  fever. 
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The  steamer  Arcadia  with  100  passengers  reached 
Boston,  via  Halifax,  on  the  5th  inst.  bringing  dates 
to  the  18th  September. 

Daniel  Bixby  came  passenger  and  is  bearer  of  de- 
spatches for  the  American  government  from  our  mi- 
nister in  England. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Grain  Market.  Opening  of  the  British  ports.  The 
account  of  the  corn  market  shows  that  the  last  week 
opened  the  ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign  wheats 
and  flour  at  the  lowest  rates  of  duty,  viz:  Is.  per 
quarter,  the  average  price  of  the  previous  six  weeks 
having  been  73s.  2d.  per  quarter.  This  it  was  sup- 
posed would  not  last  over  a week. 

The  Harvest.  The  London  Chronicle  of  the  13th 
contains  extracts  from  various  country  papers  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  weather.  There  had  been 
a good  deal  of  rain,  with  changeable  weather,  and 
the  gathering  of  the.harvest  had  been  retarded  in  the 
north — hut  in  the  south  the  corn  being  for  the  most 
part  well  housed  and  free  from  danger:  there  will,  it 
is  said,  be  a deficiency  of  about  one-sixth  or  seventh 
of  the  usual  average  crop. 

The  London  Atlas  says — The  harvest  is  now  fairly 
ended  in  many  of  the  southern  counties,  although  in 
the  north  it  is  still  exposed  to  danger.  Undoubtedly 
the  result  turns  out  much  better  than  was  expected 
a month  or  six  weeks  ago,  still  no  one  will  deny  that 
there  will  be  a serious  deficiency.  From  observation 
and  inquiry  in  various  quarters,  we  are  inclined  to 
think  it  will  yield  one-sixth  or  one-seventh  less  than 
an  average  crop;  or,  in  other  words,  we  may  require 
two  millions  and  a half,  or  three  millions  of  quarters 
of  wheat  from  foreign  countries,  in  addition  to  our 
domestic  supplies,  to  feed  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  until  the  autumn  of  1842. 

Cotton  Market.  Liverpool,  Sept.  11.  There  has 
again,  this  week,  been  a fair  demand  for  cotton  from 
the  trade,  but  the  market  has  been  freely  supplied 
and  very  irregular,  and  closes  heavily  at  a decline  of 
|d.  per  lb.  from  last  week’s  quotations,  a decline  of 
id.  per  lb.  having  been  submitted  to.  The  sales  of 
the  week  amount  to  22,580  bales,  including  500  Ame- 
rican on  speculation,  and  1,250  American  and  500  0„,.  ± 

Surat  for  export.  Yesterday  there  was  a good  at-  alized  88 j to  89 
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tendance  of  the  trade  and  an  extensive  demand;  still 
the  market  closes  very  tamely.  We  have  had  abet- 
ter business  doing  to-day,  with  a steadier  market. — 
There  is  no  variation  in  prices. 

September  17.  Weekly  report.  There  was  a good 
demand  for  cotton  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  and 
rather  advancing  prices  obtained;  since  Tuesday, 
however,  there  has  been  less  animation,  and  an  equal, 
if  not  a larger,  quantity  offering,  consequently  a more 
favorable  market  for  the  buyer;  our  quotations  there- 
fore will  not  differ  from  those  of  Friday  last,  in  any 
descriptions  except  Maranhams,  which  are  a shade 
lower.  The  sales  of  the  week  have  been  30,100 
hales,  9,400  New  Orleans,  &c.  good  to  fine,  7)  to  8; 
7,940  Mobile,  &c.  good  to  7±  to  7*;  6,720  upland 
Georgia,  do.  7 to  7].  Imports  this  week,  12,277 
bales.  Stock,  September  17,  439,100  American;  to- 
tal stock  of  all  kinds,  579,300.  Last  year,  same  date, 
498,300. 

State  of  Trade.  At  Manchester  the  whole  of 
this  week,  as  regards  business,  may  be  reported  a 
blank;  fewer  operations  in  one  week  we  never  remem- 
bered, even  at  the  most  dull  season  of  the  year,  and 
this  is  the  time  of  the  year  of  all  others  that  business 
is  most  brisk.  We  must,  however,  except  the  fustian 
trade,  as  in  both  fustians  and  cords  a large  amount  of 
business  has  been  done,  and  even  at  improved  rates; 
indeed  it  is  the  only  branch  that  can  be  said  to  be 
healthy.  Prices  both  for  goods  and  yarns  may  be  re- 
ported lower,  although  in  yarns  for  the  Russian  mar- 
ket some  demand  may  be  noticed.  The  print  trade 
is  very  bad,  and  many  print  works  are  only  half  em- 
ployed. [ London  Jour.  Com.  18th. 

Huddersfield  Market.  A fair  amount  of  business 
was  done  to-day,  yet  not  so  much  as  last  week.  Nor 
is  there  quite  so  much  confidence  left  in  the  commer- 
cial stability,  partly  owing  to  numerous  failures  in 
most  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  foreign  demand 
being  on  the  wane.  The  principal  demand  was  in 
the  middle  and  low  priced  woollens  and  kerseys.  In 
plain  superfines  there  was  more  animation;  and  in  light 
fancy  goods  generally,  the  demand  was  equal  to  the 
season.  Prices  are  firm,  and  business  in  the  ware- 
houses continue  tolerable. 

The  Tea  Market.  The  knowledge  that  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  usual  annual  supply  of  tea  was  in  course 
of  shipment  for  England,  when  the  last  letters  from 
Canton  were  despatched,  has  frightened  the  specula- 
tors, and  caused  a reduction  of  15  to  20  per  cent,  in 
the  price  of  the  article  here;  but  the  importers  do 
not  appear  to  sell  at  this  reduction  so  readily  as  the 
speculators  do. 

Trade  and  Commerce.  The  business  of  the  port  of 
London  has  certainly  improved  this  week,  but  still 
there  is  an  absence  of  any  thinglike  general  activity. 
The  tea  trade  is  in  a much  more  quiescent  state  than 
was  anticipated.  The  next  advices  from  Canton  are 
looked  for  with  much  interest. 

[London  Journal  of  Commerce,  Sep.  18. 

Money  Market.  London  Stock  Exchange,  Sept.  11. 
Weekly  report — This  has  been  a very  quiet  week; 
and  if  we  took  the  events  of  each  day  and  analyzed 
them,  both  as  regards  news  and  fluctuations  in  the 
stock  markets,  we  should  find  little  on  which  to  form 
a remark.  Money  still  continues  in  request  at  five  per 
cent.  The  English  funds  have  been  steady  through- 
out the  week.  Exchequer  bills  have  been  heavy,  and 
have  declined  about  3s.  since  the  close  of  last  week 
owing  to  the  pressure  for  money.  The  English  stocks 
have  been  firm  up  to  the  close  of  business  (4  o’clock)- 
consols  for  money  have  advanced  to  89 J ];  whilst  for 

the  account  the  price  remains  unaltered  at  9(D  

Exchequer  bills  have  improved  Is.  being  now  12s.  to 

14  a , n [Spectator. 

Sept.  17.  I he  fluctuations  in  the  British  stock  mar- 
ket have  been  again  limited  this  week,  and  business 
continues  to  be  conducted  on  a very  small  scale;  but 
prices,  after  having  improved,  have  since  retrogaded. 
It  is  only,  therefore,  necessary  to  annex  the  average 
of  prices,  as  it  will  afford  the  best  commentary  as  to 
the  relative  values  the  funds  have  borne  since  our  last 
report:— Consols,  highest,  89];  lowest,  892;  ditto  ac- 
count, highest,  90];  lowest,  89]. 

Friday  Evening.  The  stock  market  to-day  has  re- 
covered m a great  measure  from  the  partial  depression 
which  prevailed  in  it  towards  the  close  of  business 
yesterday.  The  transactions  have  been  on  rather  a 
larger  scale.  For  present  delivery,  consols  have  re- 


, and  for  the  account  90]  to  90i,  be- 


ing Wednesday’s  value.  Exchequer  bills  have  been 
done  at  a premium  of  12s.  to  14s. 

[London  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the  18<ft. 

The  official  London  Gazette  gives  several  appoint- 
ments in  the  new  ministerial  list,  but  they  are  not  of 
much  importance. 

Parliament.  September  6.  The  house  of  lords 
re-assembled  this  day,  when  the  change  of  seats  cus- 
tomary upon  the  advent  of  a new  administration  to 
office  took  place. — Sept.  8.  The  business  of  the  day 
having  been  disposed  of,  the  house  adjourned  to  Sept. 
20.  The  house  of  commons  re-assembled  Sept.  6th, 
but  the  business  is  not  of  particular  interest.  The 
house  adjourned  September  8th  till  the  16th,  when  it 
again  assembled,  and  sir  Robert  Peel  made  a short 
speech,  in  which  he  stated  what  he  had  to  propose 
with  respect  to  the  course  of  business  during  the  sit- 
ting. 

Exposition  of  the  measures  of  government.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  rose  and  said  that  he  desired  to  move  for  a pa- 
per, to  which  it  was  desirable  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house,  connected  with  the  building  of  the  new 
houses  of  parliament;  and  in  doing  so  it  might  be  also 
desirable  that  he  should  state  for  the  convenience  of 
honorable  members  the  course  which  he  intended  to 
pursue  with  reference  to  the  public  business  of  the 
country.  Notices  had  been  given  for  to-morrow  of 
the  estimates  for  which  complete  provision  had  not 
yet  been  made. 

It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  house  that 
a vote  had  been  taken  from  the  last  parliament  for 
money  for  the  public  service  for  one  half  year.  What 
he  proposed  to  do  was  to  adopt,  without  exception, 
the  estimates  as  framed  by  her  mejesty’s  late  govern- 
ment, and  to  submit  them  to  the  house  in  precisely 
the  same  way  as  they  had  been  submitted  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  office. 

On  some  former  occasion,  however,  the  sum  re- 
quired had  been  taken  in  one  amount,  but  as  only  a 
vote  of  credit  had  been  previously  taken,  he  should 
propose  on  this  occasion  to  submit  the  esrimates  in 
detail,  believing  that  on  various  grounds  that  course 
would  be  the  most  sutisfactoiy  one  to  the  house  and  to 
the  public. 

He  was  not  aware  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  any  proposition  with  reference  to  any  branch 
of  the  public  service  for  which  provision  bad  not  al- 
ready been  in  part  made,  but  with  respect  to  one  item 
of  expenditure  it  was  necessary  for  him  (o  make  allu- 
sion. He  referred  to  the  works  in  progress  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  houses  of  parliament.  These 
works  had  now  progressed  to  such  a point,  that  it  be- 
came necessary  for  the  house  to  decide  as  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  flues  and  other  apparatus  for  warming  and 
lighting  those  buildings. 

From  80,000  to  £90,000  would  be  required  for  this 
purpose,  and  he  thought  it  desirable  that  the  house 
should  give  its  special  sanction  to  the  expenditure  of 
such  a sum  of  money.  With  regard  to  another  ques- 
tion it  was  his  intention  to  propose  bills  to  continue 
in  operation  the  laws  which  would  expire  either  with- 
in the  present  session  or  at  a definite  date.  The  most 
important  of  those  laws  was  the  law  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor. 

J liat  law  he  intended  to  propose  fo  continue  with 
the  others  for  a certain  time.  The  house  was  aware 
that  in  the  regular  order  ot  things,  the  part  of  the  law 
which  constituted  the  poor  iaw  commission  would 
expire  on  the  31st  December  next. 

He  should  propose  to  provide  that  the  act  as  it  now 
stood  should  continue  in  full  operation  for  half  a 
year  longer,  namely  to  the  31st  July,  1842,  thus  giv- 
ing time  for  her  majesty’s  government  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  nature  of  the  provisions  they 
should  make  with  reference  to  this  most  important 
subject.  It  would  be  for  the  house  to  consider 
whether  the  enactment  for  continuing  this  law 
should  be  a separate  one,  or  should  form  part  and 
parcel  of  a general  bill  for  the  continuance  of  expir- 
ing laws. 

He  meant  to  introduce  a general  bill  on  the  subject 
in  the  first  instance;  but  it  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
house,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  the  continuance 
of  this  law  being  provided  tor  by  a separate  and  spe- 
cial enactment.  (Hear).  He  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood, however,  that  he  did  not  propose  to  make  any 
alteration,  but  continue  the  law  exactly  as  it  now 
stood  on  the  statute  book. 

With  regard  to  the  contested  elections,  he  thought 
it  would  be  for  the  general  interest  that  no  proceed- 
ings should  be  adopted  for  the  present. 
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He  believed  no  3pecial  order  of  the  house  was  re- 
quired on  this  subject,  as  under  the  controverted 
election  act  the  general  election  committee  had  it  in 
their  power  to  fix  the  days  for  the  commencement  of 
proceedings  before  the  committees. 

With  regard  to  financial  arrangements,  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would  on  the 
first  day  that  he  could  do  so  in  conformity  with  the 
rules  of  the  house,  state  the  amount  of  deficiency  for 
■which  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  house  to  provide. 
He  apprehended  that  that  deficiency  would  not  be 
found  to  fall  very  much  short  of  the  sum  mentioned 
by  the  late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer — namely,  two 
millions  and  a half. 

Into  the  details  of  the  causes  of  that  deficiency  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  enter  on  that  occasion  and  he 
would  also  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  state 
the  measures  which  her  majesty’s  government  pur- 
poses for  making  temporary  provision  to  meet  that 
deficiency. 

With  regard  to  any  measure  for  equalizing  the  re- 
venue and  expenditures  of  the  country,  he  (sir  Ro- 
bert Peel)  did  not  purpose  to  enter  during  the  present 
session.  He  had  already  expressed  his  opinion  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  adopt  some  measures  on  that 
subject:  and  after  they  had  given  the  question  mature 
consideration,  her  majesty’s  government  would  not 
fail  to  present  to  the  notice  of  the  house  such  measures 
as  they  might  deem  desirable  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  case. 

But  whether  these  measures  would  consist  of  a re- 
duction of  the  expenditure  of  the  country,  or  ol  an  in- 
crease of  the  revenue,  or  of  a combination  of  both,  he 
must  for  the  present  postpone  stating.  It  would  be 
enough  in  him  to  say  now  that  it  was  impossible  tor 
the  country  to  proceed  in  the  course  which  it  had  pur- 
sued for  several  years  past,  namely,  in  the  increase 
of  debt  in  a period  of  peace. 

But  how  he  would  remedy  that  evil  he  must  ask  the 
confidence  of  the  house  to  give  him  time  to  consider; 
and  he  should  also  ask  for  the  same  with  regard  to 
other  measures  into  which  he  need  not  now  enter. — 
It  was  true  that  he  and  friends  about  him  had  now  held 
their  offices  for  several  days,  but  he  thought  the  house 
would  be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  preliminary 
measures  to  the  formation  of  a government  were  them- 
selves calculated  to  engross  the  greater  part  of  that 
time  without  his  definitely  arranging  the  measures  he 
should  submit  to  the  consideration  of  parliament  on 
these  topics. 

He  should  forbear  calling  the  attention  of  parlia 
ment  to  measures  of  an  important  character  in  conse- 
quence of  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the 
formation  of  the  government.  He  thought  that  there 
was  a desire  even  amongst  the  warmest  opponents  of 
the  government  to  give  a fair  opportunity  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  measures  which  they  may  think 

^The 'rhdit  'honorable^  baronet  then  concluded  by 
moving  “that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  a copy  of 
the  letter  from  the  first  commissioner  of  woods  and 
forests  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  sub- 
ject of  warming  and  ventilating  the  houses  of  parlia- 

mLord  John  Russell  replied  by  stating,  that  he  heard 
with  great  regret  it  was  not  Sir  Robert  reel’s  inten- 
tion  to  bring  forward  any  important  measure  in  the 
present  session;  he  thought,  considering  the  time 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  principal  of  the  now 
pending  questions  had  come  under  the  public  consi- 
deration, that  ministers  ought  to  have  been  prepared 
with  some  proposal  in  connexion  with  subjects  oi  so 
much  consequence  to  the  country. 

Sept.  17.  Sir  Robert  Peel  having  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  that  the  house  go  into  a committee  of  sup- 
ply Lord  John  Russell  rose  and  made  a long  speech, 
in  which  he  stated  the  course  which  he  thought  ought 
to  be  pursued  with  reference  to  the  present  state  of 
public  affairs.  Sir  Robert  Peel  replied,  that  he  should 
* ,.  -I  • 1 .!.! n + n+nrl  +A  fVlO  VlAllCO  Lore! 


not  alter  his  decisions,  as  stated  to  the  house. 
Palmerston  regretted  the  course  taken,  and  said  it 
would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  country.  A long  and 
uninteresting  discussion  then  ensued,  which  ended  m 
Mr.  Fielden  moving  an  amendment,  calling  on  the 
house  before  granting  the  supplies,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  business  of  the  country.  Dr.  Bowrmg 
seconded  the  motion,  and  on  a division,  the  original 
motion  was  carried  by  149  to  41.  The  house  then 
yvent  into  committee  of  supply.  Some  miscellaneous 
estimates  were  then  voted,  and  the  house  adjourned 
to  the  20th. 

Destruction  of  the  Caroline.  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell then  rose  and  made  his  promised  speech,  giving 
his  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  country  and  the 
line  of  policy  proper  to  be  pursued— in  other  words, 
marking  opt  the  course  of  opposition.  He  began 
with  the  foreign  relations,  and  especially  with  the 
United  States,  as  to  which  he  said: 

In  one  part  of  our  foreign  relations  there  is  cer- 
tainly a question  in  connection  with  the  U.  States, 


which,  in  some  of  its  aspects,  affords  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness; but  my  noble  friend,  as  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, satisfied  the  house,  by  an  answer  of  the  United 
States  secretary,  that  both  her  majesty’s  government 
and  the  government  of  the  United  States  perfectly 
agreed  as  to  the  character  which  should  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  attack  upon,  and  the  capture  of,  the  Caro- 
line— (loud  cheers) — that  it  was  a question  to  he  de- 
bated between  nation  and  nation,  and  not  to  be  treat- 
ed as  a private  wrong.  A different  view,  however, 
had  been  taken  by  the  judges  of  the  state  of  N.  York, 
and  if  that  view  should  be  carried  out  it  would  be 
destructive  of  all  amicable  relations  between  the 
two  governments. 

If  two  governments  were  not  to  decide  if  a ques- 
tion was  international,  or  between  private  individuals, 
and  any  judge  had  the  power  of  deciding  that  a ques- 
tion which  the  government  considered  national  was  a 
subject  for  the  local  courts,  no  amicable  relation 
could  subsist  between  the  two  states.  (Hear,  hear). 

I have  read  the  judgment  of  the  judges  who  decided 
this  case,  and  in  that  judgment  it  seemed  to  he  admit- 
ted that  the  two  executive  authorities  had  agreed  that 
the  case  was  one  which  should  be  decided  between 
the  two  governments.  But  the  judge  who  had  de- 
cided that  case  had  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that  it 
could  not  be  considered  as  a case  of  war,  and  there- 
fore that  it  was  a proper  one  to  he  decided  by  his  own 
tribunal. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  a doctrine  to  which  no 
government  can  agree.  For,  according  to  this  doc- 
trine, if  sir  Graham  Moore,  or  any  other  officer  who 
had  captured  the  Spanish  frigates  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Spanish  war,  should  be  taken  before  a Spanish 
tribunal,  it  would  be  equally  competent  to  the  judge 
of  that  tribunal  to  say  there  was  no  declaration  of  war 
at  the  time  these  captures  were  made,  therefore  the 
captures  are  piratical,  and  the  officers  engaged  in  them 
are  liable  to  be  convicted  of  murder.  But  on  the 
whole  it  appears  that,  although  such  may  be  the  con- 
struction of  the  law  adopted  by  the  state  of  N.  York, 
yet,  considering  what  has  been  stated  on  one  side  by 
Mr.  Fox,  and  on  the  other  by  Mr.  Webster,  with  re- 
gard to  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the 
Caroline,  and  the  accordance  of  opinion  existing  on 
that  subject.  (Hear).  Ido  not  believe  that  the  au- 
thorities of  America  will  permit  any  occurrence  to 
take  place  which  will  expose  any  subject  of  her  ma- 
jesty to  danger  for  executing  the  commands  of  his 
sovereign.  I therefore  feel  convinced  that,  while  the 
two  governments  are  agreed,  it  is' not  likely  that  there 
will  arise  any  cause  of  war  between  the  two  countries. 

I am  sure  that  there  prevails  in  this  country,  and  I 
trust  that  there  prevails  in  America  also,  the  strongest 
desire  that  peace  may  he  preserved  between  those  two 
great  countries.  (Cheers). 

Sir  Robert  Peel  replied.  With  reference  to  the 
United  States  he  was  brief  enough. 

As  to  the  United  States,  I confess  I look  to  the 
present  state  of  our  relations  with  them  with  great 
anxiety.  (Hear,  hear).  It  seems  to  he  so  manifestly 
the  interest  of  these  two  countries,  which  are  united 
by  so  many  ties,  to  avoid  a hostile  collision,  that  I 
hope  the  good  feeling  and  the  good  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  will  aid  the  government  if  any  ne- 
cessity for  that  aid  should  arise.  But  at  the  same  time 
I feel  the  obligation  of  making  no  concession  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  of  this  country  for  the  sake  of  a 
temporary  conciliation.  (Great  cheering). 

Sir  Edward  Sugden  has  refused  to  accept  the 
chancellorship  of  Ireland. 

A great  anti-corn  law  meeting  was  held  at  Man- 
chester on  the  16th  of  September,  the  call  for  which 
was  signed  by  918  of  the  most  respectable  firms  and 
individuals  of  the  town,  and  at  which  the  mayor  pre- 
sided. A memorial  to  the  queen  was  adopted,  im- 
ploring her  majesty  to  use  her  influence  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  on  food.  The  statements  of  dis- 
tress made  by  some  of  the  speakers  were  most  ap- 
palling. 

A great  number  of  petitions  for  the  repeal  of  the 
corn  laws  were  presented. 

Mr.  Barclay  gave  notice  of  an  address  to  the  queen, 
praying  her  to  use  her  influence  with  all  maritime 
powers  to  obtain  treaties  binding  them  to  suppress 
the  barbarous  practice  of  privateering. 

Mr.  J.  Curtis,  of  Ohio,  has  been  making  speeches 
in  several  large  towns  in  England,  about  the  capa- 
bility and  willingness  of  America  to  supply  England 
with  corn.  The  people  of  Manchester  had  asked  him 
to  write  home  that  the  corn  laws  should  be  repealed. 

Vauxhall  Gardens  were  sold  by  auction,  at  Garra- 
way’s  coffee  house,  on  the  9th  ult.  for  .£20,200,  to  a 
Mr.  Fowler.  The  Princess’  theatre,  in  Oxford-street, 
built  by  Mr.  Hamlet,  the  jeweller,  was  sold  on  the 
same  day,  by  order  of  his  assignees,  for  £16,400. 
Covent  Garden  theatre  was  opened  by  Madame  Ves- 
tris  on  the  6th  ult. 

The  old  banking  house  of  Hobhouse  & Co.  of  Bath, 
have  stopped  payment. 


The  Kelso,  a new  ship  of  900  tons,  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  with  most  of  her  cargo,  on  the  9th  ult.  in  the 
West  India  docks.  A fire  broke  out  in  a building  in 
Piccadilly,  occupied  by  a Mr.  Salmon,  on  the  12th, 
and  entirely  destroyed  it.  A fireman  was  killed  at 
the  time  by  the  falling  timbers,  and  another  was  seri- 
ously injured. 

Daniel  O’Connell  continues  to  attend  the  repeal 
meetings  in  Ireland,  and  is  very  violent  against  the 
new  cabinet.  He  boasts  of  the  aid  lie  receives  from 
America,  and  says  that  a large  remittance  from  New 
York  was  expected  soon. 

Col.  Napier,  the  author,  it  is  thought,  of  the  great 
history  of  the  Peninsular  war,  has  been  engaged  in  a 
controversy  with  the  Times,  on  (he  McLeod  case. — 
We  have  only  one  of  his  articles,  but  it  seems  to  af- 
ford a sufficient  understanding  of  the  whole  discus- 


Colonel  Napier  in  reply  to  the  “Times.” 

Times. — “The  republican  sympathisers  were  the 
first  aggressors.” 

Answer. — That  gave  England  no  right  to  invade 
America. 

Times. — “The  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a 
matter  of  self-defence.” 

Answer — That  is  to  be  proved.  If  she  haipbeen 
destroyed  out  of  the  American  waters  it  would  have 
been  so.  If  she  had  been  pursued  into  the  American 
waters  when  flying  from  an  attack,  it  would  have 
been  so.  But  she  was  deliberately  attacked  in  the 
American  waters,  without  any  previous  demand  for 
redress,  without  any  proof  offered,  any  declaration 
made,  that  she  was  a piratical  vessel.  Her  destruc- 
tion was,  therefore,  an  attack  oil  the  American  na- 
tion. 

Times — “The  state  of  New  York  was  bound  to  en- 
force the  neutrality  of  its  citizens.” 

Answer — Undoubtedly,  if  it  could.  An  American 
general  was  sent  with  troops  to  enforce  it.  But  the 
frontier  is  immense,  and  covered  with  forests.  The 
neutrality  could  not  be  enfoiced.  Was  bad  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  American  government  suspected?  If 
so,  an  energetic  remonstrance  and  notice  of  reprisals, 
if  redress  was  not  granted,  would  have  been  the  mode 
of  proceeding  according  to  the  international  law. — 
Was  no  deceit  suspected?  Then  a demand  for  the 
surrender  of  the  Caroline  and  her  crew  as  a piratical 
vessel,  or  the  punishment  of  the  pirates,  according  to 
the  laws  of  America, would  have  been  the  proper  mode 
of  proceeding.  In  either  case  the  right  of  the  Ame- 
rican nation  to  have  its  sovereignty  in  its  own  waters 
respected  would  have  been  conceded,  but  the  delibe- 
rate destruction  of  the  Caroline  in  those  waters  being 
a complete  act  in  itself,  and  not  the  continuation  of 
an  attack  commenced  before  she  took  refuge  in  the 
American  waters,  was  quite  unauthorised  by  inter- 
national law.  Was  it  a matter  of  necessity?  That 
necessity  should  have  been  shown;  and  an  apology 
founded  on  it  ottered  for  the  attaint  upon  American 
sovereignty.  Had  thi3  been  done  on  the  instant  no 
weakness  or  dishonor  could  have  been  imputed  to 
England,  and  though  it  would  be  less  graceful  now, 
it  is  never  too  late  to  act  justly  and  honorably. 

Times. — “The  federal  government  has  explicitly 
recognised  the  right  of'England  to  insist  uncondition- 
ally on  Mr.  McLeod’s  release.” 

Answer. — This  has  no  bearing  on  the  question. — 
The  captivity  and  trial  of  McLeod,  after  the  English 
government  had  taken  upon  itself  the  responsibility 
of  destroying  the  Caroline,  is  a violation  of  interna- 
tional law  on  the  part  of  America,  which  the  federal 
government  does  not  defend,  and  which  it  endeavors 
to  redress.  But  this  in  no  manner  justifies  the  pre- 
vious violation  of  international  law  by  England.  The 
federal  government  is  willing  to  redress  the  injustice 
done  to  us  by  releasing  McLeod,  hut  apparently  it  is 
unable.  We  then,  on  our  part,  ought  to  express  an 
equal  willingness  to  redress  the  injury  done  to  Ame- 
rican sovereignty,  either  by  showing  the  necessity  or 
pleading  the  provocation,  and  apologizing.  In  fine, 
if  the  Tunes  would  adduce  those  proofs  of  the  neces- 
sity for  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  in  the  manner 
it  was  effected , which  have  been  laid  down  in  Mr. 
Webster’s  letter  to  Mr.  Fox  as  requisite  to  bring  the 
act  within  the  pale  of  international  law,  it  would  be 
more  reasonable  and  more  effectual  than  calling  my 
proposal  for  an  anologv  “stark  staring  nonsense.” 

1 1 ‘ W.  NAPIER. 

Army.  We  find,  from  a return  moved  for  by  Mr. 
Hume,  M.  P.  that  the  total  number  of  English,  Irish, 
and  Scotch  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in 
the  British  army  (exclusive  of  artillery  and  sappers 
and  miners)  amounted  on  the  1st  ot  January,  1830, 
to  93,920;  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  102,877. 

Pe\ce  and  War.  Extracts  from  the  speech  of  sir  R. 
Peel.  Let  me  first  notice  two  or  three  points  in  the 
address  upon  which  no  great  dilierence  of  opinion  is 
entertained.  The  first  is  that  in  which  we  express 
our  satisfaction  “that  the  temporary  satisfaction  which 
the  measures  taken  in  execution  of  the  treaty  of  the 
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15th  of  July,  1840,  created  between  the  contracting 
parties  and  France  has  now  ceased.”  Sir,  no  man 
learns  with  more  satisfaction  than  I do,  that  that  se- 
paration has  ceased.  No  man  learns  with  more  cor- 
dial satisfaction  that  France  has  acted  consistently 
with  her  honor  in  entering  again  into  the  great  coun- 
cils of  Europe.  (Hear,  hear).  I do,  however,  hope 
that  that  union  will  not  be  a mere  formal  re-union, 
but  that  it  will  be  accompanied  with  the  restoration  of 
those  amicable  feelings,  and  of  that  cordial  and  good 
understanding  between  this  country  and  France, which 
is  essential  to  the  security  and  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
(Cries  of  “hear”  from  both  sides  of  the  house).  I have 
read  with  feelings  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  the 
sentiments  which  have  been  recently  expressed  by  a 
great  statesman — I speak  not  of  sentiments  expressed 
in  the  assembly  of  the  chamber  of  deputies  of  France, 
but  at  a public  meeting,  and  whatever  is  stated  at  any 
meeting  by  a man  so  eminent,  holding  so  high  and 
important  a situation,  and  who  has  proved  himself  so 
truly  deserving  of  the  character  of  a great  statesman 
as  M.  Guizot,  the  present  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
in  France  must  command  attention — I have  seen,  I 
say,  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  this  frank  declara- 
tion from  him — that  he  rejoices  in  the  prospect  of  the 
restoration  of  a good  understanding  between  France 
and  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  (Hear,  hear). 

The  next  paragraph  says — “her  majesty  trusts  that 
the  union  of  the  principal  powers  upon  all  matters 
affecting  the  great  interests  of  Europe  will  afford  a 
firm  security  for  the  maintenance  of  peace.”  I,  for 
one,  with  the  rest  of  this  house,  also  reciprocate  that 
hope.  I sincerely  hope  that  a cordial  union  may  ex- 
ist between  those  powers  upon  all  matters  relating  to 
the  interests  of  Europe,  and  I hope  the  first  great  in- 
terest of  Europe  that  will  be  attended  to  may  be  that 
of  peace.  (Hear,  hear).  Is  not  the  time  come  when 
those  powerful  countries  may  reduce  their  military 
establishments,  (hear,  hear),  when  they  may  say  to 
each  other  “there  is  no  use  in  this  relative  increase  of 
military  strength?”  And  what,  after  all,  is  the  use  of 
one  power  greatly  increasing  her  navy  or  greatly  in- 
creasing her  army?  Does  not  that  power  know  that 
for  the  purposes  of  protection  and  self-defence  other 
powers  will  follow  the  example?  And  does  it  not 
also  know  that  there  is  no  relative  increase  of  mili- 
tary strength  that  does  not  produce  a corresponding 
weakness  in  another  direction!  (Hear,  hear).  By 
such  a course  you  deprive  peace  of  half  its  value, 
while  you  anticipate  the  energies  of  war  whenever 
war  may  become  necessary.  It  is  no  romantic  idea, 
that  when  a nation  has  to  trust  to  its  armaments  for 
security,  profusion  of  its  resources  must  weaken  its 
power  of  protection.  If  each  country  will  commune 
with  itself,  if  each  country  will  ask  what  is  the  state 
of  its  finances  and  those  of  every  country  in  Europe, 
if  each  country  will  ask  what  is  the  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended at  present  from  foreign  aggression,  com- 
pared with  the  danger  of  producing  dissatisfaction 
and  discontent,  from  curtailing  the  comforts  of  the 
people  by  undue  taxation,  the  answer  it  must  give  is 
this — that  the  danger  from  aggression  is  infinitely  less 
than  the  danger  of  the  preparation.  (Hear,  hear). 
That  is  a question  connected  with  the  interests  of 
Europe  which  I hope  may  be  amongst  the  first  at- 
tended to.  It  is  not  a question  of  which  country  shall 
exercise  the  greatest  influence  in  this  court  or  in  ano- 
ther; the  question  is,  whether  it  is  not  the  true  inte- 
rest of  the  countries  of  Europe  to  come  to  some  one 
common  accord  which  shall  enable  them  to  reduce 
those  military  armaments  which  belong  to  a state  of 
war  rather  than  of  peace.  (Hear,  hear). 

I wish  that  the  councils  of  each  of  those  countries 
— and  if  their  councils  will  not,  I hope  that  the  pub- 
lic mind  may  influence  them  to  do  so — would  turn 
their  attention  to  the  great  revolution  which  has  been 
brought  about  of  late  years  in  the  feelings  of  Europe. 
A 25  years  peace,  an  increased  intercourse  of  com- 
merce, new  connexions,  and  new  interests,  have  ef- 
fected a great  change  in  public  affairs.  Take  France, 
for  instance,  and  what  country  in  Europe,  if  common 
sense  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  that  country,  would 
wish  to  see  such  a nation  curtailed  of  its  legitimate 
proportion  of  its  authority  in  the  general  councils  of 
Europe.  Some  persons  are  disposed  to  think  that 
this  old  feeling  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  national 
hostility  towards  France  still  prevails  in  this  country. 
That  is  a complete  mistake.  (A  general  cry  of  hear). 
If  you  take  the  public  opinion  of  this  country  in  the 
proportion  of  99  to  1,  you  will  find  that  there  is  no 
other  wish  amongst  her  people  than  that  France 
should  consolidate  the  free  representative  institutions 
by  which  she  is  governed — you  will  find  that  there  is 
not  one  feeling  of  rivalry  directed  against  her  success- 
ful competition  in  the  paths  of  science,  or  in  the  en- 
couragement of  the  arts,  of  literature,  of  manufac- 
tures, of  industry,  and  of  commerce.  (Hear,  hear). 
My  firm  belief  is,  that  if  France  were  in  danger  from 
iust  aggression,  the  security  of  the  nation  would  not 
be  found  in  the  number  of  her  regiments,  but  in  the 


mind  and  public  support  of  her  people,  who  would 
rise  with  the  energy  of  one  man  to  dispel  the  danger 
of  that  aggression. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  that  magnificent  country 
Germany,  in  the  public  mind  of  which  though  divided 
into  separate  estates,  there  prevails  at  this  moment, 
a spirit  and  a force  which  extends  from  Hamburgh 
to  the  Tyrol,  and  from  Berlin  to  the  southern  confines 
of  the  country,  and  which,  if  the  country  were 
threatened  with  aggression  would  likewise  rise  in  all 
its  fulness,  and  its  majesty,  and  annihilate  the  invaders. 
(Hear,  hear).  In  these  are  to  be  found  the  securities 
against  aggression,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
and  in 

“Time-raised  battlements  or  labored  mounds,” 
in 

“Thick  built  walls  or  moated  gates,” 
but  in  man;  bright-minded  man,  the  same  who,  at  the 
call  of  patriotism  in  Germany  or  France,  would,  at 
the  notice  of  a moment,  rise  in  all  that  energy  which 
France  displayed  in  ’98.  (Cheers).  Why  do  I give 
this  counsel*  (Cries  of  “hear,”  from  the  ministerial 
side  of  the  house).  If  I could  assume  your  hypothesis 


on  board  one  or  two  persons  to  assist  in  cotton  plant- 
ing. The  fleet  consists  of  two  iron  steamers  and  a 
tender.  They  will  proceed  up  the  Niger. 

The  object  of  the  expedition,  as  shown  by  Captain 
Trotter,  is  to  proceed  up  the  Niger,  with  a view  to 
obtain  accurate  geographical  knowledge  and  surveys, 
and  to  form  treaties  with  the  various  chiefs  in  its 
route,  for  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and 
the  establishment  of  a legitimate  commerce. 

The  immediate  objects  of  the  society,  are  to  make 
the  Africans  acquainted  with  the  inexhaustible  riches 
of  their  own  soil,  and  to  sedulously  divert  their  at- 
tention to  its  cultivation,  on  a system  of  free  labor. 
To  convince  them,  moreover,  of  the  unmeasurable 
superiority  of  agriculture,  and  innocent  commerce 
even  in  point  of  profit  over  the  slave  trade,  which 
excludes  them. 

2.  To  instruct  the  natives  in  agriculture  and  prac- 
tical science,  by  cultivating  small  portions  of  land 
as  models  for  their  imitation,  to  distribute  agricul- 
tural implements,  seeds,  plants,  &c.  to  introduce  lo- 
cal and  other  improvements,  and  to  suggest  and  fa- 

cilitate  the  means  of  beneficially  exchanging  the  pro- 

that  I shall  be  called  to  power,  you  surely  won’t  charge  j duce  of  Africa  for  the  manufactures  of  Europe, 
me  with  indecent  presumption  in  offering  this  opinion.  3-  To  examine  the  principal  languages  of  Africa, 
(Hear,  hear).  The  first  impression  perhaps  will  be,  , an"  toured uce  them  when  possible  to  a written  form. 


that  “this  man  is  afraid  of  war,”  or  that  he  counsels 
other  states  to  reduce  their  army,  in  order  that  he 
may  gain  by  their  so  doing  some  paltry  advantage; 
but  public  men  must  disregard  such  low  and  grovelling 
imputations.  (Cheers).  You  cannot  conduct  war  as 
a party.  You  cannot  make  a country  that  you  con- 
quer bear  the  expense  of  the  conquest.  That  is  im- 
possible. What,  then,  must  these  warlike  preparations 
end  in?  A moment  must  arrive  the  most  infelicitous 
for  states  as  well  as  for  individuals;  a day  of  reckon- 
ing must  come.  (Loud  cries  of  “hear.”)  It  is  the 
same  thing  in  every  country.  And  when  the  people 
come  to  calculate  in  their  sober  moments  the  relative 
advantages  of  immense  armaments  and  universal  dis- 
tress in  the  train  of  military  glory,  with  the  taxes 
raised  to  maintain  those  armaments — when  they 
come  to  take  calmer  and  more  discreet  views  as  to 
the  relative  merits  of  the  cost  and  of  the  momentary 
excitement,  their  sober  conclusions  would  justify  a 
statesman  in  adopting  an  equally  sober  policy,  but 
a policy  whioh  at  the  same  time  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  firmest  determination,  if  an  occasion  should 
unhappily  call  for  it,  to  risk  every  thing  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honor  and  true  interests  of  the 
country.  (Cheers). 

FRANCE. 

The  most  important  news  from  Paris  is  that  re- 
specting an  attempt  to  assassinate  one  of  the  royal 
family  on  the  13th  ult.  The^French  papers  are  occu- 
pied with  little  else  of  interest.  It  appears  that  the 
Duke  d’Aumale,  who  had  marched  with  the  17th 
light  infantry  through  France  from  Marseilles,  had 
just  arrived  in  Paris,  and  while  proceeding  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment,  together  with  his  three  brothers, 
the  Dukes  of  Orleans,  Nemours  and  Montpelier,  an 
assassin  named  Pappard  discharged  a pistol  shot  at 
him;  but  fortunately  the  shot  did  not  take  effect. — 
Pappard  was  instantly  arrested.  The  greatest  ex- 
citement prevailed  in  Paris.  Groups  of  loose  charac- 
ters paraded  the  streets,  uttering  seditious  cries — “a 
has  Louis  Philippe — a has  Guizot — we  must  have 
blood,”  were  heard.  The  mobs  were  dispersed  with- 
out a riot  taking  place.  The  census  had  caused  very 
disagreeable  events  in  the  south  of  France,  where 
frightful  disorders  had  taken  place.  The  people  fired 
on  the  military  at  Cleremont,  in  Auvergne,  killing 
and  wounding  several.  The  troops  succeeded  in 
putting  the  riots  down.  The  disturbances  in  most 
places  had  nearly  subsided  by  the  last  accounts. 

• M.  Hottinguer,  the  celebrated  banker  of  Paris, died 
on  the  10th  ult.  also  E.  Berlin,  principal  editor  of  the 
Journal  des  Debats  for  40  years. 

It  was  generally  believed  in  Paris  that  the  new 
French  loan  (for  150,000,0001.)  would  be  brought 
out  in  October. 

French  Africa.  Toulon,  Sept  11,  (received  the 
13th)— The  maratime  prefect  to  the  minister  of  ma- 
rine. The  situation  of  the  provinces  of  the  vvest  is 
continually  improving;  10,000  Medjehers  are  now  on 
our  side,  and,  thanks  to  their  medium,  Mostaganem 
abounds  with  supplies.  The  submission  of  the  Bord- 
gia,  who  have  sent  in  hostages,  is  considered  as  like- 
ly to  take  place  soon;  and  their  example  will  necessa- 
rily bring  about  the  surrender  of  the  Garrabas.  The 
Arabs,  who  had  abandoned  our  Douairs  and  Smelas, 
are  asking  for  leave  to  return.  There  is  no  longer 
any  talk  of  Abdel-Kader,  who  does  not  give  any  ob- 
stacles to  these  desertions;  and  it  is  hence  concluded 
that  the  autumn  campaign  will  subdue  him  complete- 
ly. There  is  nothing  new  from  Mahon. 

AFRICA. 

The  expedition  fitted  out  in  England  for  promot-  I 
ing  civilization  in  Africa,  visited  Monrovia,  and  took 


4.  To  investigate  the  diseases  of  the  climate,  and 
local  peculiarities  of  Africa,  for  the  benefit  as  well 
of  natives  as  of  foreign  residents  and  travellers,  to 
send  out  medicines  and  practitioners,  and  thus,  to 
separate  the  practice  of  medicine  from  the  horrid 
superstitions  now  connected  with  it. 

5.  To  co-operate  by  every  means  in  its  power  with 
the  government  expedition  to  the  Niger,  to  report 
the  progress,  assist  its  operations,  circulate  the  va- 
luable information  it  may  communicate,  and  general- 
ly to  keep  alive  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  welfare  of 
Africa. 

SPAIN. 

The  news  from  Madrid  is  unimportant. 

The  Spanish  government  has  permitted  the  Infante 
Don  Francisco  de  Paulo  and  his  family  to  return  to 
Madrid.  This  measure  will  give  a sad  blow  to  the 
faction  of  the  ex-regent. 

Espartero  has  signified  to  the  French  government 
that  the  queen  being  a minor  would  not  be  permitted 
to  receive  letters  from,  an  ambassador,  even  if  deput- 
ed by  his  government  for  that  purpose, 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

Spain  and  Portugal  are  on  the  worst  terms.  Many 
fear  that  a war  between  them  is  inevitable.  The  re- 
gent of  Spain  is  well  disposed  for  a rupture  with 
Donna  Maria. 

GREECE. 

The  new  Greek  ministry  is  at  an  end.  Mavroeor- 
dato,  worn  out  by  the  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way  by 
King  Otho,  has  definitely  resigned,  and  another  cabi- 
net had  been  formed.  The  affairs  of  Greece  were 
daily  becoming  more  complicated,  and  an  insurrec- 
tion against  the  Bavarian  rule  was  anticipated. 

HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUM. 

Amsterdam,  The  report  on  the  budget  has  met 
with  such  rigorous  opposition  that  it  is  thought  the 
legislature  may  not  even  be  satisfied  with  rejecting 
several  of  the  most  obnoxious  chapters.  The  intro- 
duction of  a more  rigid  economy,  and  a more  simple 
administration,  has  been  insisted  on. 

The  British  Queen  steamer  arrived  at  Antwerp 
Sept.  9.  1 

AUSTRIA. 

The  Vienna  correspondent  of  the  London  Morning 
Post,  states  that  the  notes  of  prince  Matternich  had 
procured  the  assent  of  France  to  the  disarming  of 
Europe.  The  reduction  of  the  Austrian  army  is  to 
take  plaoe  in  October,  when,  it  is  said,  the  entire 
Landwehr  will  be  dismissed. 

PRUSSIA. 

It  is  stated  that  the  differences  between  Prussia 
and  the  Holy  See  had  been  adjusted,  by  means  of 
mutual  concessions,  and  that  the  king  had  conferred 
a decoration  on  the  Prussian  negotiator  in  testimony 
of  his  satisfaction.  J 

POLAND, 

Advices  from  the  frontiers  of  Poland,  contradict 
the  reports  of  changes  in  the  institutions  of  that 
country.  The  emperor,  it  was  thought,  would  not 
visit  Warsaw  this  year.  The  Russian  troops  iu  Po- 
land had  been  reduced  to  the  peace  footing. 
TURKEY. 

Accounts  from  Constantinople  of  the  28th  of  Au- 
gust, states  that  the  tribute  to  be  paid  by  the  Syrian 
mountaineers  had  been  fixed  at  £17,530.  Said  Bey 
was  still  in  the  Turkish  capital. 

Lord  Ponsonby  was  about  to  leave  Constantinople 
for  England. 

The  Candian  insurrection  was  completely  at  an  end 
and  Mustapha  pasha  had  returned  to  Candia. 
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EGYPT. 

The  pashs.  who  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  *he 
present  position  of  affairs,  was  amusing  hiinseil  in 
reading  the  Turkish  translations  of  the  correspon- 
dence relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  east,  which  he  had 
received  from  London.  He  had  caused  one  of  his 
officers  to  be  flogged  to  death  in  the  very  hall  where 
he  had  promulgated  the  hatti-scheriff  of  Gulhana, 
shortly  after  his  submission. 

THE  EAST. 

British  Enterprise.  About  eighteen  months 
ago  a vessel  sailed  from  Liverpool  under  sealed  in- 
structions, having  on  board  two  iron  steamers  and  a 
large  cargo.  It  was  at  the  time  thought  to  be  destin- 
ed to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  have  something  to 
do  with  the  discoveries  of  the  Niger.  But  when  fair- 
ly at  sea,  on  opening  his  sealed  orders,  the  captain 
found  that  the  steamers  belonged  to  the  East  India 
company,  and  that  the  three  vessels  were  to  form  a 
fleet  for  the  purpose  of  ascending  the  river  Euphrates, 
in  order  to  discover  how  tar  the  river  was  navigable. 
The  fleet  sailed  through  the  Persian  gulf,  and  went 
without  obstruction  eleven  hundred  miles  up  the  Eu- 
phrates— an  extent  not  before  reached  in  modern 
times.  Numerous  interesting  discoveries  were  made 
in  the  passage.  The  route  of  the  ten  thousand  Greeks, 
under  the  younger  Cyrus,  was  traced;  the  remains  of 
innumerable  water-wheels,  once  used  for  navigation, 
were  found;  and  the  river  was  found  to  be  navigable 
for  all  purposes,  by  steamboats  and  laden  vessels. 

The  discovery  of  this  channel  of  intercourse  opens 
a way  to  the  British  possessions  in  India,  indepen- 
dently of  Egypt.  By  roads  or  rail  roads  from  the 
northern  point  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Euphrates, 
a shorter  and  easier  route  would  be  obtained  than  by 
the  Red  sea.  The  moral  results  of  such  an  intercourse, 
and  of  the  British  possession  of  Syria  and  the  Holy 
Land,  would  be  most  important  and  auspicious.  The 
movements  of  the  English  government,  actuated  by  a 
far  reaching  and  comprehensive  policy,  give  promise 
that  it  will  be  speedily  effected.  And  ifso,  it  will  at 
once  change  the  moral  aspect  of  that  whole  region, 
and  throw  it  open  to  the  influence  of  the  gospel,  of 
civilization  and  commerce.  [ Ar.  E.  Evangelist. 

SYRIA. 

Things  are  represented  to  be  in  a very  bad  state  in 
Syria.  The  mountaineers  are  quite  unruly,  and  had 
begun  to  fight  among  themselves. 

THE  WESTERN  ISLANDS. 

Captain  Shorkley,  of  the  brig  Peri,  arrived  at  this 
port,  informs  us  that  a universal  failure  of  rain  had 
prevailed  throughout  the  Western  Islands — none  of 
any  importance  having  fallen  since  April.  The  crops 
were  consequently  very  short,  and  much  distress,  it 
was  expected,  would  prevail  among  the  poorer 
classes,  before  the  return  of  another  harvest.  Al- 
ready they  were  compelled  to  subsist  principally  on 
the  root  of  the  Juarne,  a plant  cultivated  near  springs 
or  streams,  and  resembling  the  manuke  or  ferina  of 
South  America.  Captain  S.  was  informed  that  in 
Fayal,  many  were  in  a state  of  starvation.  American 
whalers  had  been  denied  their  customary  supplies, 
and  much  provision  had  been  brought  from  the  other 
islands  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  unfeeling  avarice  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the 
nobility,  and  the  misreable  pittance  of  10  cents  per 
day  which  the  laborers  receive  as  a remuneration 
for  their  toil,  together  with  the  high  prices  of  food, 
render  it  almost  impossible  for  the  poorer  classes  to 
procure  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature. — 
Wheat  was  selling  at  50  cents  per  alearia,  or  about 
$1  50  per  bushel.  [New  Bedford  Register. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Rio  Grande.  On  the  12th  of  July  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  government  forces  (who  had  charge  of 
about  3,000  horses  outside  of  the  city)  by  the  insur- 
gents, who  drove  the  government  troops  towards  Rio 
Grande,  but  the  opposing  party  withdrew,  not  being 
able  to  carry  off  their  prize.  A great  deal  of  sick- 
ness prevailed  among  the  soldiers  and  throughout  the 
province — the  hospitals  wese  filled  with  sick  troops. 
The  troubles  and  internal  warfare  of  the  country 
had  caused  almost  a suspension  in  the  business  of  the 
province. 

Montevideo.  The  long  expected  action  between 
the  fleets  of  the  Banda  Oriental  and  Buenos  Ayres 
took  place  on  the  3d  of  that  month,  and  resulted  in 
the  discomfiture  of  the  latter  apparently,  as  it  left  its 
station  off  the  port  of  Montevideo.  The  squadron  of 
the  Banda  Oriental,  however,  returned  immediately 
to  Montevideo,  and  one  schooner  belonging  to  it  sunk 
immediately. 

BUENOS  AYRES. 

Naval  Fight.  We  have  received  Commodore 
Coe’s  official  account  of  the  engagement  between  the 
Buenos  Ayrean  fleet  under  his  command;  and  the 
Banda  Oriental  fleet  under  Commodore  Brown.  He 
states  that  at  1 o’clock  on  the  3d  August  he  com- 


menced the  attack  and  it  was  continued  till  night,  at 
which  time  the  enemy  abandoned  their  position; 
he  pursued — oni  darkness  enable  idem  to  escape. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
says — “Brown  is  the  same  that  figured  so  honorably 
during  the  war  of  this  republic  with  Brazil,  some 
years  since.  He  is  a Scotchman  by  birth,  and  a 
brave  white  headed  old  man  of  seventy  years.  Al- 
though his  wounds  and  disappointments  have  crip- 
pled both  his  mind  and  body,  yet  he  walks  with  a 
quick  step,  and  manifests  some  strength  of  intellect. 
His  men  are  a medley  of  various  nations — but  few 
that  are  truly  serviceable  belonging  to  the  country 
for  which  they  have  enlisted. 

Coe  is  a native  American,  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey — served  under  Brown  in  the  Brazil  war  as 
captain,  and  is  admitted  by  all  to  have  distinguished 
himself  as  a brave  man  and  good  officer.  He  married 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Governor  Balcarce,  who,, 
previous  to  the  last  revolution,  was  compelled  to 
vacate  his  office  and  flee  the  city,  by  the  power  or 
influence  of  Rosas.  Mr.  Coe  is  about  thirty-eight 
years  of  age,  rather  below  the  middle  statue,  a good 
figure,  has  a quick  piering  eye,  and  apparently  a de- 
termined, resolute  man.  He  has,  from  his  own  con- 
fessions, undertaken  for  the  Orientals  in  consequence 
of  the  provocation  of  Rosas  in  confiscating  his  entire 
property  in  the  province  of  Entre  Rios,  where  he 
had  some  years  since  retired  to  pass  a quiet  life  as  an 
Estanciero  or  farmer. 

Both  commanders  are  equally  confident  of  success, 
and  being  in  many  respects  of  equal  strength,  it  is 
difficult  to  say  which  may  carry  the  day,  and  com- 
mand the  waters  of  the  River  Plate. 

We  have  not  for  some  time  had  any  authentic  ac- 
counts from  the  upper  provinces,  which,  there  can 
be  no  question,  are  suffering  inconceivably  by  the 
ravages  of  the  civil  war.  Exchague,  in  Entre  Rios,  is 
represented  as  being  very  strong  and  ready  to  invade 
Corrientes,  which  is  one  of  the  most  populous  pro- 
vinces of  the  republic,  and  under  Governor  Ferre,  a 
chief  somewhat  like  Vosas  in  perseverance  and  ob- 
stinacy, but  different  in  politics,  is  holding  out  in  op- 
position. 

Since  the  death  of  Dr.  Francia,  of  Paraguay,  and 
the  opening  of  trade  in  that  province,  Ferre,  being 
well  situated  to  do  so,  has  monopolized  all  to  him- 
self. He.  allows  no  one  to  go  up  without  a license 
from  him,  and  this  he  has  given  only  to  his  relatives 
and  particular  friends.  It  is  said  that  he  has  already 
become  very  rich  in  the  business. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  Buenos  Ayres  will  de- 
rive any  advantage  from  the  change  in  Paraguay 
until  its  indomitable  governor  has  revolutionized 
Corrientes  and  brought  it  to  adopt  the  federal  sys- 
tem, a circumstance  which  may  ere  long  take  place.” 
WEST  INDIES. 

Cuba  and  the  Slave  Trade.  The  latest  accounts 
from  Havana  represent  that  a very  respectable  body 
of  the  citizens  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  called  on  the 
governor  with  a remonstrance  against  the  British 
government’s  interfering  with  their  slave  trade,  and 
soliciting  his  intercession  with  his  government  to  put 
a stop  to  it;  at  the  same  time  informing  the  governor 
that  should  the  Spanish  government  refuse  or  neglect 
to  comply  with  their  request,  they  would  set  aside 
their  allegiance  to  Spain. 

Bermuda.  By  the  brig  Charles  Hazletine,  Capt. 
Talbott,  have  been  received  Bermuda  dates  to  the 
22d  ultimo  inclusive.  The  Bermudian  of  the  18th 
ult.  states  that  the  30th  and  76th  regiments  are  under 
orders  for  Halifax,  N.  S.  and  are  to  be  replaced  by 
the  20th  regiment  and  the  2d  battalion  of  the  rifle 
brigade. 

CANADA. 

Legislative  Proceedings.  Singular  Disposal  of 
a Bill.  A novel  and  exciting  scene  occurred  in  the 
house.  The  indemnity  bill  for  the  liquidation  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  parliament,  which  had 
been  passed  and  sent  to  the  council  for  their  concur- 
rence, was  returned  to  the  house  on  that  evening, 
amended,  (by  striking  out  the  clause  for  the  payment 
of  members  wages).  By  this  unconstitutional  act  of 
the  council  the  indignation  of  the  house  was  aroused 
to  the  highest  pitch;  and  when  the  gentleman  usher 
of  the  black  rod  had  barely  left  the  bill  and  turned 
his  back  to  retire,  an  honorable  member  instantly 
seized  the  document,  and  began:  “Mr.  Speaker,  I 
don’t  want  to  insult  you,  sir,  nor  this  honorable 
house,  but” — giving  it  a desperate  kick;  then  another, 
then  another  kicked  it,  and  another  still;  and  so  they 
kicked  the  poor  thing  out  of  the  door,  the  whole 
house  being  in  a tremendous  state  of  excitement. 
This  is  the  first  instance  of  a bill  being  kicked  out  of 
parliament  in  Upper  Canada.  It  appears  that  the 
council  had  no  right  to  amend  a money  bill;  it  must 
either  pass  it  or  reject  it,  but  in  no  case  will  the 
lower  house  permit  it  to  add  or  diminish. 

[ Kingston  Herald. 
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APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 
land  officers. 

John  H.  Kinzie,  register,  Chicago,  Illinois,  vice 
James  M.  Strode. 

Edward  H.  Haddock,  receiver,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
vice  Eli  S.  Prescott. 

CUSTOM  HOUSE  OFFICERS. 

Samuel  J.  Bridge,,  appraiser  of  merchandise,  Bos- 
ton, vice  Edward  A.  Raymond. 

William  R.  Easton,  collector,  Nantucket,  Mass, 
vice  Martin  T.  Morton,  deceased. 

THE  CABINET.  The  Secretary  of  the  na- 
vy, Judge  Upsher,  has  been  prevented,  by  the  seri- 
ous illness  of  his  brother,  from  leaving  his  residence 
to  assume  the  duties  of  his  appointment — he  is  ex- 
pected at  Washington  to-day. 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR— Judge  McLean 
having  declined  the  appointment,  John  C.  Spencer, 
esq.  the  present  secretary  of  state  of  the  state  of  New 
York  has  been  appointed,  and  it  is  understood  will 
accept. 

The  New  York  Tribune  in  reference  to  the  subject, 
says:  “As  our  Washington  correspondence  announc- 
ed yesterday,  hon.  John  C.  Spencer  has  been  invited 
by  President  Tyler  to  take  charge  of  the  war  depart- 
ment of  our  government.  This  though  a matter  of 
surprise  to  many  will  be,  we  trust,  a subject  of  re- 
gret to  none.  An  obvious  propriety  seemed  to  direct 
that  New  York  should  have  some  voice  in  the  cabi- 
net councils,  and  we  feel  sure  that  to  no  abler  and 
worthier  hands  could  these  high  trusts  be  committed 
than  to  those  of  the  present  secretary  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  With  a wide  and  well  established  fame 
as  among  the  soundest  and  ablest  American  lawyers, 
jhe  possesses  a reputation  for  purity  of  purpose  and 
dignity  of  aim  rarely  enjoyed,  and  in  each  of  the  im- 
portant duties  in  this  his  native  state,  whose  duties 
he  had  well  discharged,  he  has  acquired  unfading 
laurels.  His  selection,  moreover,  at  the  present 
juncture  to  fill  so  important  and  confidential  a station, 
must  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  a desire  on  the  part 
of  President  Tyler  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the 
party  that  raised  him  to  power. 

Mr.  Spencer  is  now  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
a great  portion  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  political  service.  At  the  age  of  18  he 
was  the  private  secretary  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  then 
governor  of  this  state,  and  while  in  that  station  wrote 
a reply  of  the  governor  to  the  address  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  elicited  high  approval  for  its  eminent 
ability.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Canandaigua, 
where  for  a series  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law,  and  did  much  to  acquire  for  Ontario 
county  the  proud  distinction  she  has  for  many  years 
enjoyed,  of  possessing  by  far  the  ablest  bar  in  pro- 
portion to  its  numbers  in  the  state.  In  1817  he  was 
elected  member  of  congress,  in  1822  a member  of 
the  state  assembly,  of  which  he  was  chosen  speaker, 
and  soon  after  he  took  his  scat  in  the  senate  of  his 
native  state,  which  he  held  for  four  years.  In  1827 
we  believe,  he  was  appointed  in  conjunction  with 
John  Daev  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler  to  revise  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  of  which  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible commission  he  discharged  the  most  weighty 
part.  In  1839  he  was  chosen  secretary  of  state  by 
Governor  Seward;  and  he  has  continued  from  that 
time  to  the  present  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
high  station  as  well  as  its  coincident  office,  the  su- 
perintendence of  common  schools,  with  uneaqualled 
ability,  and  an  intense  devotion  to  the  public  good 
which  has  secured  for  him  the  esteem  and  admira- 
tion of  nearly  every  citizen  of  the  empire  state.” 

The  Baltimore  American  observes:  “The  appoint- 
ment of  John  C.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  to  the  war 
department,  has  occasioned  some  speculation  in  the 
newspapers.  It  is  said  that  this  gentleman  wrote  the 
address  calling  the  whigs  of  New  York  to  a state  con- 
vention at  Syracuse — a movement  which  was  consi- 
dered is  indicative  of  disapprobation  of  the  late 
course  of  the  executive. 

The  appointment  under  these  circumstances  seems 
to  show  a disposition  on  the  part  of  President  Tyler 
to  conciliate  the  difficulties  which  have  lately  inter- 
rupted a good  understanding  between  the  president 
and  the  whig  party.  The  act  will  doubtless  be  esti- 
mated duly.  If  done  in  good  faith  and  followed  out 
by  a corresponding  course  of  executive  action,  good 
results  may  be  expected  to  follow.  But  plain  mind- 
ed people  will  hardly  know  what  to  believe  while  the 
Madisonian,  the  official  organ  of  the  executive,  con- 
tinues to  vituperate  the  whig  party,  and  to  charge 
upon  Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends  a foul  conspiracy  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  down  Mr.  Tyler.  It  is  true 
this  charge  is  too  absurd  to  gain  credence — but  the 
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fact  that  it  is  made  and  reiterated  argues  anything 
but  a conciliatory  disposition. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Spencer,  he  is  every  where 
spoken  of  with  great  respect.  His  abilities  are  high- 
ly esteemed,  and  his  character  for  application  and 
business  habits  are  of  the  first  order.  Previous  to  his 
appointment  to  the  war  department  he  held  in  New 
York  the  office  of  secretary  of  state.” 

CONSULS.  Edward  de  Wolf,  esq.  consul  for 
the  Netherlands  at  Mobile,  died  at  Pensacola  on  the 
17th  ultimo. 

Among  the  strangers  lately  arrived  in  Washington, 
is  Baron  Vanderstraeten,  who  succeeds  Count  de 
Baillet,  as  secretary  to  the  Belgian  legation  near 
the  United  States. 

TREASURY  NOTES.  Treasury  Department,  Oc- 
tober 2,  1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837, 
1838,  1839,  1840  $26,681,337  53 

Redeemed  of  those  issues  24,902,925  64 


Leaving  outstanding  $1,778,411  89 

Issued  under  the  act  of  February,  1841, 
viz:  Prior  to 
March  4,  673,681  32 

Since  March  4, 5,273,251  58 

5,946,932  90 

Redeemed  of  that  issue  352,320  39 
Leaving  outstanding 5,594,612  51 


Making  an  aggregate  outstanding  of  $7,373,024  40 
W.  Forward,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

SKETCH  OF  THE  COMMERCE  AND  NAVI- 
GATION OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  1840. 
We  have  at  length  received  a copy  of  the  annual 
report  which  has  just  been  printed.  In  anticipation 
of  the  regular  tables  which  we  generally  publish,  we 
have  made  the  following  hasty  sketch  of  the  com- 
merce of  1840. 

Imports  1840. 

The  imports  in  1840  (year  ending  30th  September) 
amounted  to  $107,141,519,  exceeded  by  the  exports 
24,944,427.  (This  amount  varies  from  the  tables 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  secretary,  vol.  Ill,  p. 
409,  it  being  then  only  an  estimate.) 

In  1838  the  imports  were  $113,717,404 

1839  162,092,132 

1840  107,141,519 

Which  shows  the  imports  in  1840  to  have  been 

less  than  in  1838  by  $6,575,885,  and  than  in  1839, 
$54,950,613. 

Of  the  imports,  $92,802,352  were  in  American, 
and  $14,339,167  in  foreign  vessels. 

Of  the  whole  amount  of  imports  $57,196,204,  or 
53  per  cent  was  free  of  duty. 

The  amount  of  imports  from 


England 

France 

Cuba 

China 

Brazil 


$33,114,133 

17,572,876 

9,835,477 

6,640,829 

4,927,296 


Mexico  $4,175,001 

Hanse  towns  2,521,493 
Brit.  Am.  col.  2,007,767 
Russia  2,572,427 

Brit.  E.  Ind.  1,952,461 


From  Sweden  and  Norway,  Holland,  British  W.  I 
Hayti,  Spain,  Spanish  W.  1.  except  Cuba,  Italy, 
Venzuela,  Chili,  the  imports  exceed  one  million  each. 

Some  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  were — 
Teas  (from  China)  lbs.  19,981,476  $5,417,589 

Coffee,  lbs.  94,996,095  8,546,222 

Silks  not  India  8,288,958 

Cloths  and  cassimeres  4,696,529 

Cottons  dyed,  printed  or  colored  3,893,694 

Brown  sugar,  107,955,033  lbs.  4,742,492 

Bar  iron  3,397,480 

Salt  1,015,426 

Molasses  2,910,791 

Exports. 

The  am’t  of  exports  in  1840  amt’ed  to  $132,085,946 
1839  121,028,416 

1838  108,486,616 

Being  an  excess  in  1840  over  1838  of  $23,599,330 
and  over  1839  of  $11,057,530.  Domestic  exports  in 
1840  amounted  to  $113,895,634,  and  foreign  exports 
to  $18,190,312.  In  1840  the  domestic  exports  ex- 
ceeded those  of  1839,  $10,361,743.  The  exports 
exceed  the  imports  $24,944,427. 

Some  of  the  principal  domestic  exports  in  1840 — 
Cotton  $63,870,307 

Flour  10,143,615 

Tobacco  9,883,957 

Cotton  goods  3,549,607 

Refined  sugar  1,214,658 

Of  the  exports  there  went  to 
England  $57,048,660 

France  21,841,554 
Cuba 


6,310,515 
Brit.  Am.  Col.  6,093,250 
Hanse  towns  4,198,459 


Holland 
Brit.  W.  Ind. 
Mexico 
Brazil 
Scotland 


Russia,  Danish  W.  Indies,  Hayti,  Italy,  Trieste, 
Texas,  Chili  and  China  each  took  of  the  exports  over 
one  million. 

Specie. 

Imports — gold  bullion  $273,127 

silver  do.  469,434 

742,561 

Specie — gold  2,812,030 

silver  5,328,222 

8,140,252 


Exports — Am.  gold  & silver  coin  2,235,073 
Foreign  gold  1,468,300 
silver  4,665,952 

6,134,252 


8,882,813 


-8,369,325 


$3,856,310 

2,965.584 

2,515,341 

2,506,574 

2,050,940 


Total  excess  of  imports  $513,488 

Showing  that  there  has  been  an  excess  of  imports  of 
$2,748,561  of  foreign  gold  and  silver,  and  an  export 
of  $2,255,073  of  American  in  its  place. 

Commerce  of  some  of  the  Atlantic  stales. 

New  York. — Imports  60,440,750  dollars.  Exports 
$34,364,080,  viz:  domestic  produce  $22,676,609.  Fo- 
reign, $11,587,471— Tonnage  entered,  vessels,  4,551; 
tons,  1,006,990;  crews,  54,583  men  and  boys.  Ame- 
rican vessels,  2,483;  foreign,  1,708.  Cleared,  2,411 
American;  1,678  foreign;  total,  4,089. 

Massachxisetts. — Imports  $16,513,858.  Exports, 
$10,186,261,  viz:  American  $6,268,158.  Foreign, 
$3,918,103.  Tonnage  entered,  1,904  vessels;  tons, 
321,450;  crews,  16,566;  American  vessels,  1,201; 
foreign,  703.  Cleared,  1,704,  viz:  940  American  and 
764  foreign. 

Pennsylvania. Imports  $8,464,882.  Exports, 

$6,820,145,  viz:  American  produce  $5,736,456;  fo- 
reign, $1,083,689.  Tonnage  entered,  444  vessels;  tons, 
87,702;  crews,  4,253;  American,  353;  foreign,  91. 
Cleared,  376  American;  83  foreign. 

Maryland. — Imports,  4,910,746  dollars.  Exports, 
$5,768,768,  viz:  American  produce  $5,495,020.  Fo- 
reign, $273,748.  Vessels  entered  410;  tons,  82,140; 
crews,  3,727;  American,  309;  foreign  101.  Cleared 
352  American  and  109  foreign;  total,  461- 

Virginia. — Imports,  $45,085.  Exports,  $4,769,937 
domestic  produce;  $8,283  foreign.  Total,  $,4,778,220; 
vessels  entered,  136  American,  34  foreign;  total,  170. 
Cleared,  223  American,  37  foreign;  total,  260. 

South  Carolina. — Imports,  $2,058,870.  Exports, 
$9,981,016  of  domestic,  and  $55,753  foreign;  total, 
$10,036,769;  vessels  entered,  257;  tons,  60,645;  crews, 
2,777.  Cleared,  406,  viz:  American,  322;  foreign  84. 

Georgia. — Imports  $491,428.  Exports,  $6,862,959 
— all  American  produce;  entered  175  vessels;  clear- 
ed, 231. 

Alabama. — Imports  $574,651.  Exports,  $12,854,694 
— all  domestic;  vessels  entered,  146  American;  61  fo- 
reign; total,  207.  Cleared,  251  American,  and  57 
foreign;  total,  308. 

Louisiana. — Imports  10,673,190  dollars.  Exports, 
$32,998,059  of  domestic,  and  $1,238,877  foreign;  to- 
tal, $34,236,936;  vessels  entered,  672  American;  252 
foreign;  total,  924.  Cleared,  890  American  and  265 
foreign;  total,  1,155. 

Of  the  whole  amount  of  domestic  exports,  the 
southern  states  exported,  viz: 


Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Louisiana 
Florida 


5,495,020 

4,769,937 

387,484 

9,981,016 

6,862,959 

12,854,694 

32,998,059 

1,850,709 


The  middle  states  exported  as  follows: 


New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 

New  England  states: 
Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 

Western  states: 

Ohio 
Michigan 

District  of  Columbia 


22,676,609 

14,863 

5,736,456 

37,001 


1,009,910 

20,761 

305,150 

6,268,158 

203,006 

518,210 


991,954 

162,229 


75,199,878 


28,464,929 


8,325,195 


1,154,183 

751,429 


Total  exports  $113,895,634 

From  this  statement  it  would  appear  that  the 
southern  states  export  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  do- 
mestic products  of  the  United  States — of  which  Loui- 


siana exports  nearly  one-half.  But  as  the  Missis- 
sippi is  the  natural  outlet  of  the  south-western  and 
western  states,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  tables  to 
have  any  exports — they  ought  to  be  considered  in 
connexion  with  that  state. — Again,  they  are  entitled 
to  a credit  for  a considerable  portion  of  the  exports 
from  the  middle  and  eastern  states — such  as  cotton. 


tobacco,  rice,  &c. 

The  following  is  a similar  classification 

with  respect  to  imports: 

Maryland 

4,910,746 

Virginia 

545,085 

North  Carolina 

252,532 

South  Carolina 

2,058,870 

491,428 

Georgia 

Alabama 

574,651 

Louisiana 

10,673,190 

Florida 

190,728 

Middle  states: 

New  York 

60,440,750 

New  Jersey 

19,209 

Pennsylvania 

8,464,882 

Delaware 

802 

New  England  or  eastern  states: 

Maine 

628,762 

New  Hampshire 

114,647 

Vermont 

404,617 

Massachusetts 

16,513,858 

Rhode  Island 

274,534 

Connecticut 

277,072 

South-western  and  western: 

Ohio 

4,915 

Kentucky 

2,241 

Tennessee 

28,938 

Michigan 

138,610 

Missouri 

10,600 

District  of  Columbia 

19,697,230 


68,925,643 


18,313,490 


185,304 

119,852 


Total  imports  $107,141,519 

Showing  that  about  four-fifths  of  the  whole  amount 
of  imports  arrive  in  the  middle  and  eastern  states. 

Navigation  and  tonnage. 

There  arrived  iff  1840:  7,211  American,  4,571  fo- 
reign vessels — total  11,782  vessels,  of  2,289,309  tons. 
Crews,  110,991  men,  3,739  boys.  Cleared  during 
the  same  time,  7,583  American,  4,583  foreign — total 
12,166;  tons  2,353,495.  Crews,  116,331  men,  3,415 
boys. 

Of  the  foreign  vessels  which  entered,  4,024  were 
British,  113  French,  134  Hanseatic,  101  Spanish. 

Of  the  vessels  entered,  there  arrived  at 

New  York  1,955 

Boston  1,507 

Passamaquody  1,161 

New  Orleans  924 

Philadelphia  444 

Baltimore  410 

The  registered  tonnage  of  U.  States  is  899,764-76 
enrolled  and  licensed  1,176,694-46 

fishing  vessels  104,304-84 


Tons 


2,180,764-16-95 


The  tonnage  employ’d  in  whale  fishery  136,926-64-95 
coasting  trade  1,144,664-34 

cod  fishery  67,926-48 

mackerel  fishery  28,269-19 

steam  navigation  198,184-30 

There  were  built  in  the  United  States  in  1840 — 97 
ships,  109  brigs,  378  schooners,  224  sloops,  63  steam- 
boats; total  871.  Tonnage  118,309-23-95. 

Of  these  181  were  built  in  Maine, 


113 

109 

103 

111 

72 


Massachusetts, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
New  York. 


There  were  sold  to  foreigners  11  ships, 

“ “ “ 29  brigs, 

“ “ “ 46  schooners, 

“ “ “ 1 sloop. 

Lost  at  sea  33  ships,  Lost  at  sea  87  schooners, 
“ 41  brigs,  “ 20  sloops, 

16  steamboats. 

88  vessels  were  condemned  as  unseaworthy. 

[Hazard's  Commercial  Register. 

OPERATION  OF  THE  NEW  REVENUE  ACT. 
The  N.  York  American  of  the  1st  instant,  says — The 
new  revenue  act  goes  into  operation  this  day.  It  was 
stated  in  our  last  that  great  quantities  of  free  goods, 
in  anticipation  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
were  pouring  in;  and,  moreover,  that  of  French 
goods,  by  far  the  largest  portion  was  for  foreign  ac- 
count, or  consigned  to  foreign  houses  here.  The 
first  of  this  statement  having  been  questioned  in  a 
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Philadelphia  paper,  we  have  obtained  a statement 
from  the  custom  house  hooks  of  the  entries  by  two 
ships  from  Havre;  and  from  these  it  appears  that 
goods  then  “free,”  but  now  subject  to  duty,  to  the 
amount  of  six  millions  of  francs,  or  about  twelve  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  were  entered. 

On  the  second  point,  the  almost  entire  exclusion 
of  Americans  from  the  French  trade,  these  ship- 
ments are  not  less  significant — for  about  nine-tenths 
of  the  whole  were  for  foreign  account,  and  entered 
by  foreigners. 

Nor  is  it  with  French  free  goods  alone  that  the 
market  is  glutted.  Linens  to  an  enormous  amount 
have  been  brought  in — so  that  it  is  estimated  a full 
supply,  for  more  than  a year,  has  been  received  in 
anticipation  of  the  duty. 


THE  ARMY. 

Major  General  Scott  and  his  aid,  Lieut.  Alden, 
reached  Washington  on  the  1st  inst.  from  the  north- 
ern frontier. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  58. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  office. 

Washington,  Oct.  2,  1841. 

I.  The  5th  regiment  of  infantry  will  proceed  to  the 
Detroit  frontier  and  Upper  Lakes  without  delay,  and 
take  post  as  follows: 

At  Fort  Brady,  - - one  1 

Fort  Gratiot, 30  - ' - ' So  Companies. 

Detroit  and  dependencies,  five  J 

II.  As  soon  as  relieved  by  the  5 th  infantry,  the  five 
companies  of  the  4th  regiment  of  artillery  on  the  Up- 
per Lakes,  (including  Capt.  Munroc’s)  will  proceed 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  and  be  stationed  as  follows: 

Two  at  the  head-quarters,  Buffalo, 

One  at  Fort  Niagara, 

One  at  Fort  Oswego,  and 

Two  at  Madison  barracks. 

III.  Six  companies  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons, 
with  the  major,  will  be  withdrawn  from  Florida,  and 
under  the  colonel  proceed  without  delay  to  the  south- 
western frontier,  and  take  post  as  follows: 

Four  companies  at  Fort  Towson,  and 

Two  at  Fort  Jesup. 

Col. Worth  will  direct  the  six  companies,  on  leav- 
ing Florida,  to  proceed  via  Tallahassee  to  Mount 
Vernon  arsenal,  Alabama,  where  they  will  be  con- 
centrated. Four  companies  of  the  regiment  will 
continue  for  the  present  on  duty  with  the  Florida  ar- 
my, under  the  lieut.  colonel,  who  will  join  the  squa- 
dron without  delay. 

IV.  The  companies  of  the  4th  infantry,  now  sta- 

tioned at  Forts  Towson  and  Jesup,  on  being  relieved 
by  the  dragoons,  will  take  post  at  such  stations  as 
the  commanding  general  of  the  second  military  de- 
partment may  direct.  By  command  of  Major  Gen. 
Scott:  R.  JONES,  Adj’t.  Gen. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  55. 

War  department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  September  23,  1841. 

I.  The  following  addition  to  paragraph  1,249,  of 
the  general  regulations  for  the  army,  has  been  received 
from  the  department  of  war,  and  is  published  for  the 
information  and  government  of  all  concerned: 

“And  no  pay  or  emoluments  will  be  allowed  to 
officers  who  may  hereafter  be  restored  to  rank,  for 
the  time  they  may  have  been  out  of  service.” 

H.  Fort  Monroe  and  Jefferson  barracks  having 
been  re-garrisoned,  are,  by  direction  of  the  war  de- 
partment, placed  on  the  list  of  chaplain  posts. 

By  order,  R.  JONES, 

Adjutant  general. 


Corps  of  Engineers.  The  officers  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  are  engaged  in  superintending  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  the  various  fortifications  in 
the  harbors  of  the  U.  States.  Several  of  them  have 
also  the  general  supervision  of  works  in  other  places 
than  those  where  they  reside  or  are  stationed,  and 
are  assisted  by  the  j unior  officers  of  the  corps.  Those 
marked  thus,  * are  members  of  the  hoard  of  engineers. 
The  address  of  each  officer  follows  his  name. 

Colonel. 

1.  Joseph  G.  Totten,*  Washington,  chief  engineer; 
general  supervision  of  works  at  Fort  Adams, 
Newport,  R.  I.  and  ex  officio  inspector  of  the 
military  academy. 

Lieutenant  colonels. 

1.  Sylvanus  Thayer,*  Boston,  Mass.;  Boston  harbor, 
Portland,  Maine,  and  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

2.  R.  E.  DeRussy,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.  Forts 

Monroe,  Calhoun  and  Delaware. 

Majors. 

1.  John  L.  Smith,  New  York;  Fort  Schuyler;  New 
York  and  New  London  harbors,  and  light  house 
on  Flynn’s  Knoll. 

2.  William  H.  Chase,  Pensacola;  Pensacola  harbor 

and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


3.  Richard  Delafield,  superintendent  and  comman- 

dant military  academy. 

4.  C.  A.  Ogden,  Mobile;  Mobile  harbor  and  near 

New  Orleans. 

Captains. 

1.  Henry  Brewerton,  Albany,  N.  Y.;  improvement 

of  river  Hudson  near  Albany — absent  with  leave 
until  Dec.  31,  1841. 

2.  George  Dutton,  Beaufort,  N.  C.;  Forts  Macon 

and  Caswell. 

3.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  Savannah;  Fort  Pulaski — on 

temporary  duty  at  Middletown,  Conn. 

4.  A.  H.  Bowman,  Charleston,  S.  C.;  Charleston 
harbor. 

5.  Robert  E.  Lee,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.;  Forts 

Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 

6.  Alexander  J.  Swift,  instructor  of  practical  engi- 

neering, military  academy. 

7.  Frederick  A.  Smith,  Fort  Washington,  Potomac 

river. 

8.  Jonathan  G.  Barnard,  Fort  Livingston,  Louisia- 

na; Forts  Livingston,  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

9.  George  W.  Cullum,  New  London,  Conn.;  Fort 
Trumbull. 

10.  William  D.  Fraser,  Fort  Niagara,  New  York. 

11.  John  Sanders,  New  York;  Foris  Columbus  and 

William. 

12.  Charles  H.  Bigelow,  Boston,  assistant  to  Col. 

Thayer. 

First  lieutenants. 

1.  George  L.  Welcker,  Washington;  assistant  to 

chief  engineer. 

2.  J.  L.  Mason,  Newport,  R.  I.;  assistant  to  Colonel 

Totten. 

3.  Henry  W.  Benham,  St.  Augustine,  E.  F.;  sea 

wall. 

4.  Danville  Leadbetter,  Oswego,  N.  Y.;  Fort  On- 

tario. 

5.  Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  Washington;  assistant  to 

board  of  engineers — in  temporary  charge  of  Fort 
Delaware. 

6.  Daniel  P.  Woodbury,  Portland,  Maine;  assistant 

to  Col.  Thayer. 

7.  William  H.  Wright,  Boston;  assistant  to  Colonel 

Thayer. 

8.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  N.  O.;  Forts  Pike  and 

Wood. 

9.  James  H.  Trapier,  Charleston,  S.  C.;  assistant  to 

Captain  Bowman. 

10.  Stephen  H.  Campbell,  Old  Point  Comfort;  assist- 
ant to  Colonel  DeRussy. 

11.  J.  M.  Scarritt,  Pensacola;  assistant  to  Major 
Chase. 

12.  Isaac  J.  Stevens,  Newport,  R.  I.;  assistant  to 

Colonel  Totten. 

Second  lieutenants. 

1.  Robert  Q.  Butler,  West  Point;  assistant  professor 

engineering. 

2.  Henry  W.  Halleck,  Washington;  assistant  board 

engineers. 

3.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  Fort  Schuyler;  assistant  to 
Major  Smith. 

4.  Henry  L.  Smith,  N.  O.;  assistant  to  Captain 

Barnard. 

5.  Paul  O.  Hebert,  West  Point;  assistant  professor 

engineering. 

6.  Zealous  B.  Tower,  Washington;  assistant  board 

engineering. 

7.  Horatio  G.  Wright,  Washington;  assistant  board 

of  engineers. 

9.  Masillon  Harrison,  Boston;  assistant  to  Colonel 
Thayer. 

Lieutenant  I.  J.  Stevens  arrived  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass,  on  the  18th  September,  for  the  purpose  of  su- 
perintending operations  upon  the  old  fort  in  that  har- 
bor, which  are  to  be  commenced  immediately. 

[Army  Sf  Navy  Chron. 

Topographical  Engineers.  We  learn  that  Major 
Bache,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  with  his  party, 
will  commence  a survey  of  the  Patapsco  river  in  a 
few  days.  This,  we  presume,  is  the  preliminary  step 
to  a location  for  a fort  on  Soller’s  Flats,  or  where- 
ver the  board  of  engineers  may  deem  the  most  im- 
portant point  to  be.  [Baltimore  American. 

First  Lieut.  A.  P.  Allen  died  at  Fort  Jesup  on 
the  1st  inst.  having  ruptured  a blood  vessel  while  on 
duty  surveying  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Texas. 

Medical  Staff.  Surgeon  E.  Macomb  ordered 
to  report  to  superintendent  of  recruiting  service,  for 
duty  with  a detachment  of  recruits  about  to  embark 
for  Florida;  after  performing  this  service,  to  report 
to  the  colonel  commanding  in  Florida  for  duty. 

First  Artillery.  Company  H,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Van  Ness,  arrived  at  Fort  Fair- 
field,  on  the  Aroostook,  September  10,  from  Han- 
cock barracks,  and  took  military  possession  of  the 
fort.  Formal  delivery  of  the  block  house  and  pre- 
mises was  made  to  captain  C.  O.  Collins,  acting 


quartermaster  for  the  United  States,  by  Zebulon  In- 
gersoll,  esq.  the  assistant  land  agent.  The  soldiers 
take  up  their  quarters  in  the  block  house;  but  the 
officers  will  occupy  tents  until  some  suitable  and 
convenient  buildings  can  be  erected  for  themselves 
and  their  families. 

Second  Artillert.  Company  B,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieut.  II.  Brooks,  has  arrived  at  the  United 
States  arsenal,  Rome,  N.  Y.  where  it  will  remain  for 
the  present. 

First  Infantry.  Companies  A,  D,  E,  G,  H and 
K,  under  command  of  captain  A.  S.  Miller,  arrived 
at  Fort  Crawford,  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  6th  Sep- 
tember. The  remaining  companies,  except  C,  were 
expected  in  a few  days.  The  following  is  the  distri- 
bution of  this  regiment: 

Companies  A,  B,  E,  F,  Fort  Crawford. 

D,  G,  H,  Fort  Snell  ing. 

I,  Fort  Winnebago. 

K,  Fort  Atkinson. 

C,  Jefferson  Barracks. 

Captain  Jouett  will  leave  the  depot  at  Newport, 
Kentucky,  about  the  1st  October  with  all  the  dispo- 
sable recruits,  (about  65),  for  the  1st  infantry. 

Transfers.  Second  lieutenant  Bayard  Clake,  of 
the  8th  infantry,  transferred  to  the  2d  dragoons,  to 
take  station  next  below  lieutenant  D.  G.  Rogers. 
Second  lieutenant  Amiel  W.  Whipple,  of  the  1st  ar- 
tillery, transferred  to  the  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers. 

Recruits.  By  general  orders  number  56,  Septem- 
ber 25,  the  superintendent  of  the  recruiting  service 
is  directed  to  despatch,  as  soon  after  the  5th  Octo- 
ber as  practicable,  the  number  of  recruits  mentioned 
below,  to  reinforce  the  regiments  in  Florida. 


2d  infantry,  at  Fort  King  300 

3d  infantry,  at  Fort  Stansbury  150 

6th  infantry,  at  Cedar  Keys  210 

7th  infantry,  at  Fort  Waccassassa  140 


800 

The  commanding  officer  at  Carlisle  barracks  is  di- 
rected to  put  in  march  120  recruits  for  the  five  com- 
panies of  the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons  at  Fort  Lea- 
venworth. 

Authentic  from  Florida.  An  extract  from  a 
report  from  Colonel  Worth,  commanding,  dated  Sep- 
tember 13,  at  Ponta  Rosas,  which  is  opposite  Tany- 
bel  island,  on  the  bay  into  which  the  Coolasawhatchie 
river  empties,  gulf  side,  says: 

“I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of 
the  major  general  commanding,  that  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, the  appointed  day,  three  of  the  five  messengers 
sent  out  from  Pease  creek,  as  you  were  advised  in 
my  report  No.  48,  appeared  at  this  point,  with  forty- 
six  Indians  of  Hospitaki’s  band:  two  remained  out  to 
gather  others,  to  whom  I have  added  three.  On  the 
22d  instant  I expect  to  add  to  the  above  number  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  perhaps  more.  A post  will  be 
re-established  here,  as  convenient  for  the  approach 
of  Indians,  and  as  an  important  point  on  the  gulf  side, 
in  the  event  of  operations  south.  I shall  return  to 
Tampa  in  a few  days,  where  it  is  hoped  the  Indians 
expected  from  Arkansas  will  have  arrived,  as  their 
presence  will  greatly  facilitate  the  collection  of  the 
Creeks  and  Tallahassees — from  postion,  objects  of 
the  greatest  interest. 

“The  whole  number  of  Hospitaki’s  people  now  in 
is  sixty-two,  including  the  chief,  three  sub-chiefs,  and 
twenty-three  warriors.” 

Late  and  cheering  news  from  Florida.  The 
steam  packet  Beaufort  district,  Capt.  Budd,  arrived 
here  yesterday  morning,  from  Savannah,  bringing  us 
the  papers  of  that  city  to  Saturday,  and  the  following 
slips  from  our  correspondent  of  the  Georgian,  of  Sun- 
day’s date.  [Charleston  Courier. 

Savannah,  Sept.  19—3  P.  M. 

The  United  States  steamer  Newbern,  Capt.  Mc- 
Nelty,  arrived  this  morning  from  Pilatka. 

One  of  our  valuable  correspondents  writes — (15th 
inst.) — “We  have  nothing  new  in  the  way  of  Indian 
news.” 

Another  furnishes  the  subjoined  letter,  which  de- 
tails the  latest  occurrences  at  Tampa. 

Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  E.  F.  Sept.  1,  1841. 

Sir:  The  prospect  for  terminating  the  long  conti- 
nued difficulties  with  our  red  brethren  continues  to 
brighten  all  around,  under  the  auspices  of  our  present 
commander,  Colonel  Worth.  But  it  would  be  well 
for  us  all,  not  to  anticipate  too  much,  as  we  might 
eventually  after  closing  the  war  once  more,  have  the 
sore  displeasure  of  being  compelled  to  resume  it 
again.  I will  not  however  allow  myself  to  doubt, 
with  the  brilliant  prospect  now  before  me,  that  Col. 
Worth  will,  during  the  coming  winter,  put  a final 
termination  to  this  inglorious  Florida  tear! 

There  are  at  present  at  this  post  about  270  Indians, 
the  greater  portion  warriors.  The  principal  chiefs 
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are  Hose-pi-ta-cha,  Alleck-Hadjo  and  the  renowned 
Coa-coo-chee.  The  last  named  chief  is  a master 
spirit,  and  although  not  acknowledged  heretofore,  as 
being  more  than  the  leader  of  a small  band  of  war- 
riors, it  cannot  new  be  doubted  that  he  is,  and  always 
has  been,  the  prime,  secret,  controlling  genius,  which 
has  directed  the  affairs  and  swayed  the  different 
tribes,  in  all  their  operations,  for  peace  and  for  war. 
He  is  the  master  of  his  own  tribe,  and  a word  from 
him,  in  the  shape  of  an  order,  is  treated  with  as  much 
deference,  and  obeyed  with  as  much  alacrity,  as  if 
given  by  a sovereign,  In  fact  the  chiefs  of  all  the 
different  tribes  now  here,  look  to  him  as  their  minis- 
ter and  chief  counsellor.  He  has  become,  since  his 
capture,  reconciled  to  emigration,  and  is  now  using 
his  influence  with  the  tribes  that  are  still  out  and 
hostile,  to  come  with  their  people  speedily,  and  go 
to  their  new  homes  in  the  west. 

The  8th  inst.  was  the  day  fixed  upon  by  Colonel 
Worth,  to  have  a council  with  the  chief  of  the  Talla- 
hassees,  Tiger-Tail,  at  the  Annuttaliga  hammock. 
Coa-coo-chee  went  as  the  representative  of  Colonel 
Worth  taking  with  him  four  warriors  and  a white 
man,  and  met  at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  Nea- 
thuck-la-math-la,  the  brother  of  Tiger-Tail,  and 
twelve  sub-chiefs  and  warriors.  Tiger-tail  did  not 
appear  on  account  of  sickness.  They  conferred  to- 
gether, and  the  Tallahassees  pledged  themseves  to 
collect  their  warriors,  women  and  children,  by  the 
next  moon,  at  the  same  place,  and  as  soon  thereafter 
as  the  colonel  would  send  their  brother  (now  on  his 
way  to  Tampa  from  Arkansas)  to  them  with  a talk, 
they  would  come  in  prepared  to  emigrate  at  once. 

It  is  expected  that  all  the  people  (numbering  about 
two  hundred)  of  Hose-pi-ta-cha,  are  now  collected 
at  Pease  creek,  waiting  the  arrival  of  a steamboat  to 
bring  them  to  Tampa.  A boat,  I learn,  is  to  leave 
this  morning  for  them.  It  is  not  doubted  that  these 
Indians  will  all  be  collected,  as  anticiaated. 

Should  the  negotiations  that  are  now  going  on,  be 
brought  to  a successful  issue,  as  I have  every  reason 
to  believe,  there  will  be  none  but  two  bands  of  Sam 
Jones  and  Halleck-Tustenuggee  left,  to  harrass  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country.  An  active  campaign  will 
be  commenced  by  the  latter  part  of  next,  or  the  first 
of  the  succeeding  month,  and  with  Colonel  Worth*s 
known  energy,  aided  by  the  experienced  officers  now 
under  his  command,  we  may  be  led  to  hope  at  least, 
that  these  remaining  bands  will  be  broken  up,  de- 
stroyed or  captured,  and  peace  will  once  more  pre- 
vail throughout  the  limits  of  the  territory,  and  the 
citizens  of  Florida  may,  as  in  days  past,  return  to 
the  cultivation  of  their  fields,  oranges  and  fig  trees, 
and  be  allowed  to  worship  under  the  same,  and  by 
their  own  altars  and  firesides,  and  have  no  one  to 
make  them  afraid.  Yours,  in  haste. 

Obituary.  “In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.'1'’  | 
Never  was  this  solemn  truth  more  deeply  realized 
than  in  the  death  of  Lieut.  Jones,  who  breathed  his 
last  on  Thursday  morning  at  Fort  McHenry — having 
survived  the  fatal  accident  but  a very  short  time. 

All  that  friendship  and  medical  skill  could  do  to 
preserve  his  young  and  valuable  life  has,  alas!  proved 
vain.  And  thus  in  a moment — in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye — he  has  been  snatched  from  the  hearts  of  his  de- 
voted parents  and  the  hopes  of  his  country,  to  scenes 
of  happiness  and  honor  more  endearing  beyond  the 
grave. 

William  P.  Jones  was  the  eldest  son  of  General 
Roger  Jones,  adj.  gen.  of  the  United  Slates  army. 
Remarkable  from  childhood  for  sweetness  and  sim- 
plicity of  disposition  and  the  warmth  of  his  affections, 
he  became,  as  he  grew  up,  the  idol  of  his  parents 
and  fond  friends.  Partaking,  in  a great  degree,  the 
spirit  of  his  gallant  father  and  uncle,  he  soon  became 
anxious  to  enroll  himself  among  the  defenders  of  his 
country,  and  with  this  view  was  educated  at  West 
Point — where  he  graduated  two  years  ago,  bearing 
off  with  him  the  first  honors  of  his  class,  and  the  re- 
gard and  admiration  of  his  associates.  Since  then 
he  has  been  stationed  here,  where  his  fine  qualities  of 
heart  and  head  endeared  him  to  his  discriminating 
commander,  and  to  the  soldiers  placed  under  his 
charge. 

We  must  forbear  further  notice  now,  and  humbly 
trust  that  the  Divine  arm  which  has  thus  stricken  the 
blow,  will  give  strength  and  consolation  to  the  be- 
reaved parents  and  relatives  under  this  their  heavy 
and  sudden  allliction. 

Lieut.  Jones’  remains  were  on  Friday  deposited  in 
a private  vault  of  this  city,  to  await  their  final  remo- 
val. All  due  military  honors  were  paid  on  the  occa- 
sion. f Baltimore  American. 

ELEGY. 

On  the  death  of  Lieutenant  William  Page  Jones. 

From  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

The  landscape  smileth  fair  in  sunny  spring, 

And  when  the  summer  comes  ’tis  brighter  still; 
Gay  birds,  and  breeze,  and  silver  streamlet  sing, 

And  happy  nature  dreams  no  lurking  ill. 


’Twas  thus  the  spring-time  of  thy  life,  my  friend, 
Seem’d  a bright  season  of  unmingled  joy, 

Thus  did  the  melodies  of  earth  attend 
The  flow’ry  pathway  of  the  laughing  boy! 

Oh,  I remember  well  the  verdant  vale, 

And  the  sweet  waters  flowing  gently  by, 

The  mossy  rocks,  the  tree — from  which  a gale 
Tore  its  green  boughs,  and  hurled  them  to  the  sky — 

The  cave,  where  we  retired  from  sudden  rain, 

And  read  strange  stories  of  the  days  of  eld — 

All,  all  are  present  to  my  mind  again, 

As  if  reality  my  eyes  beheld ! 

Then,  William,  sorrow  was  unknown  to  thee, 

And  thou  did’st  teach  resounding  hills  thy  song; 
The  pretty  flow’rets  smiled  upon  thy  glee, 

The  zephyrs  kiss’d  thee,  as  they  danced  along. 

We  parted — years  flew  by — once  more  we  met — 
We  met  where  Hudson  forms  a fairy  scene — 

Ah,  who  that  roams  the  highlands  can  forget 

Those  frowning  mountains,  and  that  stream  serene! 

It  was  the  summer  of  thy  sinless  days, 

The  buds  of  promise  now  were  fully  blown, 
While  their  rich  beauty  won  incessant  praise, 

And  far  and  freely  was  their  fragrance  thrown. 

Proud  Fame  invited  to  her  temple  bright, 

And  held  a wreath  to  lure  thee  on  thy  way. 

I saw  thy  swift  advance,  thy  heart’s  delight, 

As  from  thine  eyes  it  beam’d  in  sunny  ray. 

Again  we  parted,  and  we  met  again; 

The  soldier’s  plume  waved  lightly  o’er  thy  brow, 
Thy  noble  steed  rushed  warlike  o’er  the  plain — 

He  bore  a chieftain  lov’d  and  valiant  now! 

The  far  artillery,  with  thunder  roar 

Most  terrible,  e’en  shook  the  stubborn  ground: 
And  blue  Potomac’s  waves  from  shore  to  shore 
Ran  fearful,  trembling  at  the  awful  sound  !* 

Silence  resumed  her  reign — and  thou  wast  gone — 
Gone,  little  thought  we  never  more  to  meet, 

Gone,  leaving  friends  and  relatives  alone; 

Gone,  cold  and  silent,  in  thy  winding-sheet ! 

Ambition  blasted,  withered  youth  and  love, 

Sudden  removed  from  pleasing  earthly  strife; 
William,  ’tis  happier  far  to  dwell  above, 

And  roam  the  halls  of  everlasting  life! 

ZONA. 

Washington,  September,  1841. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  much  lamented  subject  of  the  above  elegy  was 
a graduate  of  the  military  academy,  and  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  his  class.  He  received  his  di- 
ploma in  July,  1840,  and  at  the  time  of  his  exit  was  on 
duty  with  his  company,  with  which  he  had  been  serv- 
ing with  great  zeal  and  devotion.  The  fatal  accident 
which  has  so  suddenly  cut  off  this  promising  officer, 
just  at  the  dawn  of  his  hopeful  career,  occurred  about 
noon,  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  inst.  He  and  the  1st 
lieutenant,  riding  leisurely  together,  had,  it  would 
seem,  fallen  in  the  rear  of  the  company  as  it  was  re- 
tiring from  the  plain,  not  very  far  from  Fort  McHen- 
ry, after  the  field  exercises  of  the  morning;  and,  in 
order  to  come  up  with  it  before  entering  the  post, 
they  advanced  at  a rapid  rate,  when,  unfortunately, 
several  cows,  coming  suddenly  out  from  a hedge, 
crossed  their  path,  and  overthrew  both  riders,  toge- 
ther with  their  horses.  Lieutenant  Jones  was  ren- 
dered insensible  for  the  moment  of  receiving  the  fa- 
tal injury,  (“concussion  of  the  brain”),  and  never 
spoke  afterwards.  He  expired  the  following  morn- 
ing, at  half  past  four  o’clock,  in  the  22d  year  of  his 
age — beloved  by  his  friends,  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  him,  mourned  by  all  his  comrades.  His  family: 

“Hold  my  trembling  hand; 

Seek  not  to  paint  that  woe, 

Which  feeling  hearts  may  understand, 

But  words  can  never  show.’’ 

His  commanding  officer  and  friend  (Capt.  Ring- 
gold)  says  in  his  official  despatch:  “In  announcing 
the  intelligence  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army, 
I have  to  add  the  expression  of  my  grief  for  the  fate 
of  an  officer  who  had  already  given  proofs  of  brilliant 
talents,  and  who  was  an  ornament  to  his  profession.” 
Attended  by  a few  of  the  many  deeply  sympathiz- 
ing friends  of  the  deceased,  and  of  his  afflicted  fami- 
ly, his  remains  were  silently  conveyed  from  St.  Paul’s 
church  yard  to  the  Green  Mount  Cemetery,  near 
Baltimore,  on  Saturday,  the  18th  of  September. — 
Among  the  relatives  and  mourners  who  were  able  to 
witness  the  last  sad  offices  administered  to  the  carth- 

*Captain  Ringgold’s  company  of  flying  artillery,  in 
which  Lieut.  Jones  served,  was,  during  the  summer  or- 
dered from  Fort  McHenry  to  Washington,  and  frequent- 
ly manoeuvred  in  gallant  style  on  the  plains  of  the  ma- 
jestic Potomac , the  cannon’s  roar  often  echoed  from  shore 
to  shore.  Editor. 


ly  all  of  a son,  a brother,  and  a soldier,  was  the  fa- 
ther, General  Jones,  of  the  army. 

“Blest  youth,  adieu!  Thy  rich  reward— 

The  bliss  that  ne’er  can  cloy — 

Receive  from  the  approving  hand: 

’Go  enter  in  his  joy."'  R. 

September  20,  1841. 

The  following  notice  of  the  funeral  of  Lieut.  Jones 
we  find  in  the  Baltimore  American  of  Tuesday 
morning: 

The  remains  of  Lieut.  Wm.  P.  Jones  were,  on 
Saturday  last,  removed  from  the  private  vault  where 
they  had  been  temporarily  placed,  to  Green  Mount 
Cemetery,  and  finally  interred.  This  sad  ceremony 
was  attended  by  the  bereaved  father,  Gen.  R.  Jones, 
and  a few  mourning  relatives  and  friends,  under  a 
military  escort  of  U.  S.  dragoons,  commanded  by 
Captain  Ringgold.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wyatt  perform- 
ed the  services  with  great  feeling  and  solemnity. 

The  death  of  this  interesting  young  officer,  under 
circumstances  so  sudden  and  painful,  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  young  and  admo- 
nish them  of  the  uncertainty  and  emptiness  of  all 
earthly  pleasures  and  hopes. 

Few  had  more  brilliant  prospects  opening  before 
them  than  young  Jones,  and  his  fate  should  fill  with 
deep  and  serious  reflections  the  hearts  of  those  who, 
like  him,  are  entering  on  the  morning  of  life. 

May  all,  when  thus  suddenly  called  away,  be  found 
as  highly  endowed  with  the  graces  and  virtues  which 
an  early  and  well-founded  Christian  education  alone 
can  give. 

Brave,  generous,  modest  and  intellectual,  he  yet 
added  to  these  the  higher  excellence  of  a domestic 
piety,  taught  him  by  a fond  mother,  and  never  for- 
gotten by  a devoted  son. 

“The  will  of  Heaven  is  done — the  struggle’s  o’er,” 

And  hope,  that  lingered  long,  deludes  no  more, 

But  bore  his  s pirit  on  her  wings  away, 

From  doubt  and  darkness,  to  eternal  day! 

Immortal  there,  he  never  can  deceive, 

No  friends  are  severed  there,  no  bosoms  grieve; 

There  we  should  cast  the  anchor  of  the  soul. 

And  leave  the  billows  round  the  earth  to  roll.  L. 

“The  March  of  Intelligence,”  sure  enough. 
It  is  stated  in  the  Massachusetts  newspapers,  that  the 
superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  armory,  at  Springfield, 
has  recently  issued  orders,  forbidding  any  of  the 
mechanics  employed  in  that  establishment,  from  re- 
ceiving or  reading  any  letter  or  newspaper  within 
the  limits  of  the  armory  building.  This  certainly 
seems,  upon  the  face  of  it,  to  carry  a Jack  Cadish  sort 
of  opposition  to  the  aristocratic  luxury  of  reading 
and  writing,  and  we  do  not  wonder  at  the  excitement 
it  is  said  to  have  produced  in  Springfield.  After  all, 
however,  we  apprehend  there  is  another  side  to  this 
case,  and  before  any  undue  amount  of  indignation  is 
expended,  it  would  be  well  enough  to  wait  and  see 
whether  the  order  is  any  thing  more  or  less  than  a 
prohibition  to  the  workmen,  to  read  newspapers  dur 
ing  their  regular  working  hours.  If  that  is  really  all 
there  is  about  it,  it  is  hardly  worthwhile  to  hang  the 
superintendent.  [ Cour . &f  Enq. 

THE  NAVY. 

Medical  Staff.  Assistant  surgeon  J.  Martin, 
now  at  Augusta,  Geo.  arsenal,  ordered  to  Pilatka,  to 
report  to  the  col.  commanding,  for  duty. 

Ass’t  sur.  R.  Weightman,  now  at  St.  Augustine, 
ordered  to  New  York,  and  there  to  await  further 
orders. 

Surgeon  Elwes  to  report  to  supt.  recruiting  service. 
New  York,  for  duty,  with  a detachment  of  recruits 
about  to  embark  for  Florida.  On  arriving  in  Florida 
to  rpport  to  the  col.  commanding  for  duty. 

William  Levely,  of  Md.,  appointed  assistant  sur- 
geon, and  ordered  to  fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.  for  duly. 

Dabney  Herndon,  of  Va.,  appointed  assistant  sur- 
geon, and  ordered  to  Carlisle  barracks  for  duty. 

Ass’t  surgeons  H.  Holt  and  W.  W.  Hoxton  resign- 
ed, Sept.  30,  1841. 

3d  infantry. — Resignation  of  1st  lieut.  Jacob  Cur- 
rier accepted,  Sept.  30. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps, 

Adj’l  and  Insp’s  Office,  Washington,  Oct.  6,  1841. 

Orders.  As  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory 
ol  lieut.  col.  Robert  D.  Wainwright,  late  of  the 
corps  of  marines,  who  died  at  his  late  residence,  in 
Washington,  on  the  5th  inst.  at  10£  o’clock,  P.  M. 
the  officers  of  the  corps  are  directed  to  wear  crape  on 
the  left  arm  and  the  sword  hilt  for  one  month  from 
the  receipt  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Arch.  Henderson,  col.  comdt.  marine 
corPs-  P-  G.  HOWLE,  adj.  and  insp. 

Dry  Dock  at  Brooklyn.  On  the  10th  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  Badger  the  then  secretary  of  the  navy,  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Cyrus  Smith  and  John  Wheel- 
wright, of  Brooklyn,  and  John  G.  Hicks,  of  New 
York  commissioners  for  building  this  dry  dock,  for 
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which  appropriations  had  been  made  a number  of 
years  since,  but  no  progress  having  been  made  to- 
wards it,  the  time  expired  by  the  general  limitation, 
which  revokes  appropriations  that  remain  in  the 
treasury  a certain  time  unexpended.  The  appropria- 
tion was  renewed  at  the  last  session  however,  and  to 
carry  out  the  views  of  congress,  the  above  appoint- 
ments were  made. 

These  appointments  have  since  been  revoked  by 
the  president,  and  Edward  H.  Courtney,  esq.  has 
been  appointed  to  superintend  the  construction  of 
the  dock. 

Some  of  the  New  York  papers  appear  exasperated 
at  this  proceeding,  and  attribute  it  to  a hostility  which 
they  say  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  (whose  pro- 
vince the  president  has  decided  it  to  be  to  superin- 
tend in  the  case,  instead  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy), 
have  always  manifested  towards  its  construction,  ac- 
cusing them  of  all  the  delay  that  has  occurred,  and 
of  a design  still  longer  to  delay  the  work.  They  also 
insinuate,  that  a Virginia  feeling,  in  behalf  of  the 
dry  dock  at  the  Norfolk  depot,  has  had  its  influence 
in  this  change  of  superintendence.  This,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  is  unjust  alike  to  the  president,  and  to  the 
' board  of  navy  commissioners. 

The  Levant.  A N.  York  paper  contains  a letter 
from  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Levant,  dated 
Pensacola,  17th  September,  which  says:  “We  are 
now  turned  over  to  the  yard,  ‘sick’ — ship  deserted 
— eighty-five  men  down  with  the  fever  at  the  hospi- 
tal— many  convalescent — but  two  deaths.  Nearly 
all  the  officers  have  been  attacked.  The  doctors,  as 
usual,  disagree;  some  say  ‘yellow  fever,’  others 
‘high  bilious.’  All  the  well  men  we  have  left  are 
quartered  in  the  yard.  The  moment  cool  weather 
sets  in  we  shall  smoke  the  ship  and  strive  to  eradicate 
the  malaria  that  has  afflicted  all  hands.  In  1839,  the 
crew  of  the  ship  suffered  with  the  same  fever  in  a 
more  virulent  form;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many 
that  the  ship  has  not  been  free  from  malaria  since, 
requiring  only  the  exciting  cause,  or  climate,  to  pro- 
duce fever. 

In  Pensacola  many  cases  of  fever  have  occurred, 
a number  terminating  fatally.  The  place  is  unusually 
dull.  We  are  all  looking  anxiously  forward  to  the 
time  when,  well  and  hearty,  we  shall  cruise  again.” 

The  Prince  de  Joinville,  the  enterprizing  son  of 
Louis  Phillippe,  of  France,  and  commander  of  the 
French  frigate  Belle  Poule , now  at  N.  York,  designs, 
we  understand,  to  spend  some  time  in  the  U.  States. 
He  is  at  present  at  Norfolk,  having  passed  through 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Washington. 
He  has  been  received  with  the  warmest  cordiality 
wherever  he  has  appeared,  not  only  by  his  own 
countrymen  in  this  country,  but  by  the  citizens  gene- 
rally, and  the  public  officers  especially,  whose  feel- 
ings for  him  personally  is  no  less  influential  than 
their  respect  to  the  station  he  occupies,  and  to  the 
country  of  which  he  is  a distinguished  officer. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  says:  “The  frigate  Belle  Poule, 
in  which  the  prince  de  Joinville  recently  visited  New 
York,  with  the  brig  Cassard  (as  her  tender)  are 
hourly  expected  in  Hampton  Roads,  where  they  will 
wait  for  the  prince.” 

The  prince  visited  the  United  States  ship  North 
Carolina,  immediately  after  his  own  ship  arrived  at 
New  York  and  saluted.  He  was  received  with  all 
due  distinction  by  Commodore  Perry,  who  promptly 
returned  both  the  salute  and  the  visit.  Afterwards 
he  visited  the  navy  yards  at  Brooklyn  and  Philadel- 
phia and  was  received  with  military  honors. 

Upon  reaching  Washington,  the  prince  immediate- 
ly called  upon  the  president,  by  whom  he  was  re- 
ceived as  so  near  a connection  to  the  king  of  the 
French  would  of  course  be  welcomed.  He  visited 
the  navy  yard  also,  and  after  partaking  of  a dinner 
to  which  the  corps  diplomatique,  public  officers  and 
distinguished  strangers  then  in  the  city  were  invited 
by  President  Tyler,  and  an  evening  ball,  he  left  for 
Norfolk,  through  this  city,  and  thence  we  learn  in- 
tends to  visit  the  interior,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
the  lakes,  &c. 

Ready  for  Action.  A letter  from  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  frigate  Constitution,  mentions  the 
fact  that  our  Chinese  squadron,  having  heard  that 
war  had  been  declared  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  prepared  for  a desperate  fight. 
The  Constitution  had  her  rigging  down  and  topmasts 
housed,  when  the  boatswain  called  all  hands  to  rig 
ship.  Up  went  topmasts  and  top  gallant  mast,  rig- 
ging, topsail  yards  crossed,  sails  bent,  all  hands  beat 
to  quarters,  and  the  guns  shotted.  In  three  hours 
the  ship  was  ready  for  action,  and  sailing  out  of  the 
harbor  in  line  of  battle,  to  meet  an  English  ship  of 
war  which  was  reported  off  the  harbor.  The  ship 
proved  to  be  the  Melville,  74,  from  England,  which 
informed  the  squadron  that  the  report  of  war  was 
premature.  This  fact  goes  to  show  the  energy  and 
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determination  of  our  naval  officers,  and  the  readiness, 
and  promptitude  which  they  would  display  should 
occasion  require  it.  [Ledger. 

Fatal  Explosion.  We  learn  from  the  New  York 
papers  that  an  explosion,  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, occurred  on  board  the  steam  frigate  Fulton, 
off  Sandy  Hook,  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  While  some 
experiments  were  making  with  a new  kind  of  shell, 
a 64  pounder  burst,  killing  two  persons,  and  severely 
wounding  six  others.  The  names  ot  the  killed  are 
Samuel  Snowman,  seaman,  and  Joseph  Philbrook,  or- 
dinary seaman.  The  wounded  are,  Russell  Smith, 
carpenter’s  mate,  Joshua  Wyman,  quarter  gunner, 
Levi  Lawson,  Thomas  Smith,  Richard  Bell  and  John 
Cooper,  seamen,  all  badly. 

The  explosion  did  great  damage  to  the  fore  part  of 
the  vessel,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a perfect  wreck. 
The  starboard  steam  chimney  was  blown  down. 

The  Express  says  that  the  gun  broke  outside  of  the 
carriage  and  split  in  the  breech — the  two  parts  of  the 
breach  taking  different  directions,  one  landed  on  the 
starboard  side — (the  gun  was  on  the  larboard) — the 
other  went  40  feet  aft,  carrying  away  the  dispensary 
and  purser’s  store  room,  and  iron  stancheons,  and  then 
staving  in  both  starboard  steam  chimneys, which  added 
to  the  horror  ofthe  scene  by  filling  the  ship  with  steam. 
The  spar-deck  is  all  knocked  up.  Lieutenant  Strong 
was  thrown  15  feet  in  the  air,  falling  on  the  hammock 
netting,  without  material  injury. 

The  utmost  care  was  taken  by  Captain  Newton, 
Lieut.  Chaton,  (the  first  lieutenant)  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  ship,  to  prevent  an  accident  which  the  officers 
greatly  ieared. 


The  officers  kept  the  men  back,  placing  themselves 
between  the  gun  and  the  men,  and  then  fired  the  gun 
with  a slow  match. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Singular  Bridge.  The  following  is  part  of  a 
description  given  in  the  Boston  Transcript,  of  the 
splendid  exhibition  and  fair  held  in  that  city  last 
week: 

The  third  exhibition  of  the  fair  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  was  opened  this  day  at  12  o’clock,  and  ap- 
pearances indicate  that  it  will  far  excel  either  of  the 
previous  ones.  At  this  early  stage  it  is  impossible  to 
give  any  thing  like  a full  description  of  it.  It  occu- 
pies the  whole  of  Faneuil  and  Quincy  halls,  they  be- 
ing connected  by  a bridge  extended  from  the  second 
story  of  the  one  to  the  other.  This  bridge,  or  more 
properly  it  might  be  called  a tunnel,  is  itself  a great 
curiosity.  It  is  of  a cylindrical  form,  ninety  feet  in 
length  and  ten  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  composed  of 
narrow  strips  of  board,  crossing  each  other  angular- 
ly, like  lattice  work,  arid  resembling  open  basket 
work.  These  are  riveted  together,  and  the  bridge, 
nothwithstanding  its  length,  will  easily  sustain  the 
weight  of  any  number  of  persons  who  could  be 
crowded  into  it.  It  was  invented  by  Mr.  Isaiah  Ro- 
gers, architect,  for  which  invention  he  secured  a 
patent  more  than  a year  ago,  and  is  now  for  the  first 
time  exhibited.  An  experiment  was  made  with  it  be- 
fore it  was  put  up,  by  placing  the  ends  on  two  abut- 
ments, and  a weight  of  three  thousand  pounds  being 
placed  in  the  centre,  did  not  settle  it  a quarter  of  an 
inch.  It  is  one  of  the  most  ingenious  pieces  of  me- 
chanism at  the  present  exhibition. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Legislature.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  New 
Hampshire  Patriot,  and  other  papers,  that  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  N ew  Hampshire  legis- 
lature relative  to  divorce,  was  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  the  case  of  Mrs.  D’Hauteville. 
We  are  glad  to  learn  from  so  good  authority  as  that 
of  Hill’s  New  Hampshire  Patriot  that  such  is  not  the 
fact.  That  paper  says: 

“Since  our  last  publication  we  have  happened  to 
be  in  a position  to  ascertain  facts,  and  we  find  that 
the  lady  in  question  does  not  at  this  time  and  has  at 
no  other  time  resided  within  the  limits  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; and  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  no  friend  of  hers 
ever  made  application  to  any  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  passage  of  such  a law.  Moreover  we  have 
such  information  of  the  character  of  this  lady  as  to  be 
fully  of  the  belief  that  she  should  not  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  censure  or  severe  remark  under  her  peculiar 
case.  Her  connexion  with  a foreigner  of  almost 
entirely  adverse  taste,  habits  and  manners,  was  un- 
fortunate— the  evil  could  not  be  repaired  but  by  se- 
paration: the  child  was  claimed  by  the  father,  as  is 
believed,  more  from  motives  of  cupidity  than  of  ge- 
nerous affection — the  object  has  become  probable, 
merely  and  purely  mercenary.  The  lady  is  re- 
presented by  those  who  best  know  her,  to  be  un- 
pretending, retiring  and  amiable,  with  no  disposition 


of  herself  to  contend  even  with  an  unamiable  hus- 
band.” 

NEW  YORK. 

Historical  Agency.  We  have  received  a letter 
from  our  friend  J.  Romeyn  Brodhead,  esq.  dated  the 
Hague,  24th  of  August.  He  visits  Europe  as  agent, 
under  the  appointment  of  this  state,  to  collect  such 
papers  and  documents  as  might  tend  to  elucidate  the 
colonial  history  of  this  state,  in  Holland,  England 
and  France.  We  are  happy  to  find  that  he  is  suc- 
ceeding in  Holland  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expec- 
tation, in  attaining  the  object  of  his  mission.  The 
Dutch  government  has  most  kindly  and  courteously 
laid  open  to  Mr.  B.  all  the  paper  in  the  departments 
of  state.  He  writes: 

“I  am  now  very  happy  to  inform  you,  that  Provi- 
dence has  been  pleased  so  to  bless  my  labors  here, 
that  I have  succeeded  vastly  beyond  the  narrow 
bounds  which  limited  my  anticipations  when  I left 
New  York.  I have  received  the  most  generous 
courtesy  from  the  government  here,  and  the  result 
of  my  examination,  so  far,  is  the  obtaining  of  3,000 
pages  of  manuscript,  commencing  with  1614,  and 
extending  down  to  1673.  In  this  series  of  papers 
are  many  documents  of  the  highest  historical  value, 
which  I think  will  throw  a great  flood  of  light  oyer 
many  of  the  obscure  and  uncertain  parts  of  our  an- 
nals. You  know,  when  I left,  I was  not  very  san- 
guine about  obtaining  much  from  Holland.  I think 
now,  that  it  will  be  the  richest  mine  that  I shall  ex- 
plore. The  West  India  company  papers  (at  Amster- 
dam) are  said  to  be  complete  from  1623;  and  I have 
already  obtained  an  order,  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment, allowing  me  to  take  copies  of  any  papers  I 
may  wish.  If  Providence  should  bless  my  labors  at 
Amsterdam,  as  it  has  already  done  at  the  Hague,  I 
shall  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  w'ant  of  success 
in  Holland.  Indeed  I can  I think  safely  say,  that  the 
documents  I have  already  procured,  when  they  come 
to  be  examined,  will  be  pronounced  among  the  most 
interesting  in  our  records.”  [Christain  Int. 

Opening  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail 
Road.  “Tough  oak  and  triple  brass,”  says  Horace, 
“must  have  encased  the  breast  of  that  man  who  first 
committed  a frail  bark  to  the  mighty  sea,”  and  so, 
said  we  mentally,  as  we  whirled  at  a steam  gallop 
through  the  rocks  and  mountains  of  Rockland  county, 
must  his  breast  have  been  fortified  who  first  dreamed 
of  constructing  a rail  road  through  such  a region. 
But  the  dream  has  been  realized. 

Yesterday  at  8 o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  steam- 
boat Utica,  with  the  veteran,  not  old— Schultz  as 
commodore,  received  on  board  as  goodly  a company 
as  ever  left  our  wharves,  bound  on  the  first  excursion 
over  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  to  Goshen. 

The  governor  of  the  state,  with  his  staff,  civil  and 
military,  the  mayor,  and  several  members  of  common 
council,  were  of  the  company:  the  judges  of  our 
courts  the  members  of  congress  from  this  city,  the 
reverned  clergy  of  various  denominations,  the  bar  the 
banks,  the  insurance  companies,  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce, the  board  of  trade,  the  press,  and  the  people, 
all  had  large  representatives  on  board;  among  the 
strangers  were  Mr.  Senator  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  and 
Mr.  T.  Butler  King,  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Georgia. 

From  New  Jersey,  also,  there  was  a numerous  and 
welcome  delegation,  and  as  a bright  October  sun  burst 
forth  upon  the  boat — as,  to  the  inspiring  airs  of  a fine 
band,  she  put  out  upon  the  broad  Hudson — the  omen 
seemed  propitious  that  the  noble  work,  the  comple- 
tion of  the  first  portion  of  which  we  were  about  to 
witness,  would  so  commend  itself  to  the  favor  of  the 
state,  and  of  this  city  especially,  as  to  render  its  full 
and  prompt  accomplishment  certain. 

About  10  j o’clock  we  reached  Piermont,  the  enor- 
mous jetty  of  which  place,  running  out  one  mile  into 
the  Hudson,  so  as  to  reach  deep  water,  attracted  gene- 
ral notice. 

Transferred  speedily  from  the  boat  to  the  cars  in 
waiting  at  the  end  of  the  pier,  and  augmenting  our 
numbers  with  a goodly  addition  from  Westchester, 
among  whom  was  Washington  Irving,  we  started  in 
two  trains  for  Goshen. 

The  assent  is  about  60  feet  in  the  mile,  with  nu- 
merous curves,  increasing  of  course  the  draft.  1 he 
cars,  moreover,  were  set  so  low  down  on  the  frame, 
as  burdened  as  they  were  with  human  beings,  to 
press  down  upon  the  wheels,  of  which  the  flanges 
ground  at  each  revolution  into  the  frame  work.— 
Nevertheless,  the  steam  giants  flagged  not,  and 
though  laboring  hard  very  often,  they  tired  never, 
and  rapidly  did  they  whirl  us  over  glen  and  over 
mountain  through  a region  of  stone  and  iron  but  of 
cultivation,  there  was  nothing,  until  we  had  left  the 
Highlands  behind,  and  entered  upon  the  fertile  fields 
of  Orange.  . , ,, 

The  summit  near  Ramapo  being  gained,  there  is 
thence  a continuous  stretch  of  road  through  the 
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Highlands,  following  the  sinuosities  of  the  Ramapo 
river,  and  constructed  close  beside  its  rocky  bed,  of 
several  miles,  with  a grade  of  only  12  feet,  and  sin- 
gularly beautiful  from  its  windings  among  the  moun- 
tains. 

Emerging  thence  into  Orange  county,  the  eye  is 
greeted  with  a succession  of  delightful  landscapes,  of 
highly  cultivated  farms,  rich  pastures,  and  grazing 
herds,  that  started  with  affright,  as  the  unaccustom- 
ed spectacle  swept  past  them.  Within  a few  miles 
of  Goshen,  the  road  runs  over  a peat  meadow  for- 
merly famous  for  hemp,  and  there  is  built  upon  piles 
driven,  some  of  them,  seventy  feet  down  into  the 
soil. 

As  Goshen  came  into  view,  its  whole  population, 
with  that  of  all  the  neighboring  towns,  seemed  parad- 
ed upon  the  gentle  slopes  near  which  the  depot  and 
the  rail  road  hotel  are  constructed,  and  amid  the 
firing  of  cannon,  the  sound  of  music,  and  the  prolong- 
ed huzzas  of  the  multitude,  the  first  train  from  this 
city  over  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  arrived  at 
Goshen;  and  amid  songs  and  toasts  and  speeches, 
the  brief  space  allotted  for  the  halt  at  Goshen  rapidly 
passed. 

It  was  a great  event,  and  meet  it  was  that  it  should 
be  so  looked  upon,  and  not  only  by  the  citizens  of 
Orange  county,  but  by  every  friend  of  the  state  of 
New  York. 

Very  extensive  preparations  were  made  for  regal- 
ing the  arriving  multitudes:  but,  extensive  as  these 
were,  the  hungry  and  the  thirsty  were  more  so;  and 
as  few  stood  upon  “the  order  of  their  going,”  but 
went  at  once  to  the  work  of  mastication,  each  one 
settling  down  where  he  could  find  a vacant  spot,  the 
forms  of  proceeding  were  considerably  deranged,  but 
in  no  wise  to  the  detriment  of  the  enjoyment  and 
spirit  of  the  occasion. 

There  were,  to  be  sure,  strange  expedients  resort- 
ed to  for  knives,  arid  forks,  and  plates,  and  tumblers; 
but,  by  the  aid  of  such  expedients,  there  was  the 
wherewithal  to  satisfy  hunger,  and  gratify  thirst. 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  be  in  the  room  where 
the  president  of  the  company,  Mr.  Bowen,  was,  and 
to  listen  to  the  very  neat  and  appropropriate  speech 
in  which,  in  returning  thanks  for  a toast  of  prosperi- 
ty to  the  road  and  confidence  in  its  president,  he  ex- 
plained the  difficulties  that  had  been  surmounted,  and 
the  claims  the  enterprise  had  upon  the  citizens  of  N. 
York. 

The  former  president,  Mr.  E.  Lord,  was  toasted  by 
Hugh  Maxwell,  esq.  who  dwelt  in  a few  brief  re- 
marks upon  the  services  rendered  by  that  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  Lord,  who  was  present,  returned  thanks. 

Mr.  Bowen  then  asked  permission  to  propose  the 
health  of  his  own  immediate  predecessor,  James  G. 
'cKing,  who  had  given,  as  Mr.  B.  said,  all  the  influ- 
ence of  his  character  and  position,  to  forwarding  this 
enterprise.  The  toast,  after  being  acknowledged  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  King,  who  sometime  before  had  left 
the  table,  by  another  gentleman,  was  drank  with 
cheers. 

Other  toasts,  among  them  one  to  De  Witt  Clinton , 
were  enthusiastically  drank,  while  some  capital  sing- 
ing by  some  gentlemen  from  Newark,  N.  J.  added  to 
the  general  glee — when  a little  before  sundown,  the 
shrill  whistle  of  the  impatient  locomotive,  admonish- 
ed all  that  it  was  time  to  part;  and  again,  in  a few 
minutes,  the  multitudinous  throng  had  turned  their 
backs  upon  Goshen,  and  were  steaming  it  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  miles  an  hour,  towards  the  Hudson. 

By  the  bright  moonlight  we  reached  our  good 
steamboat  Utica,  much  gratified  by  the  day’s  excur- 
sion, and  without  a single  accident  of  any  kind  to 
mar  the  general  gratification. 

On  board  the  Utica  a collation  was  prepared,  at 
which  some  of  the  best  speeches  of  the  occasion  were 
made.  Among  them  was  one  by  Bishop  Onderdonk, 
who,  acknowledging  a toast  to  the  clergy,  took  the 
opportunity  of  bearing  his  testimony  to  what  he  con- 
sidered the  moral  effect  of  such  enterprises  as  that  we 
were  met  to  celebrate,  by  disseminating  knowledge, 
eradicating  prejudices,  and  bringing  distant  points 
into  close  and  friendly  relations.  The  bishop  dwelt 
with  force  and  effect  upon  these  views,  and  was  lis- 
tened to  with  manifest  gratification. 

Gov.  Seward,  in  answer  to  a toast,  explained  at 
length  his  views  as  to  all  such  undertakings,  which 
were  for  the  people,  and  for  them  especially;  and 
therefore  should  be  so  carried  on  as  to  ensure  the 
cheapest  possible  rate  of  travel  and  transportation. 
To  this  end,  he  maintained  that  corporations  should 
not,  and  could  not  properly  be  charged  with  their  ex- 
ecution; that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  state,  and  that  the 
state  should  be  alone  the  great  internal  improver.  As 
to  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road,  he  said,  no  private 
company  could  make  it,  that  the  state  must  do  it,  and 
that  it  should  form  only  one  of  the  great  lines  of  rail 
roads  with  which  New  York  must  be  covered. 


He  said  the  line  of  rail  road  from  Albany  to  Buf- 
falo, must  and  could  make  the  road  from  the  Hudson  to 
Erie;  that,  under  the  control  of  the  state,  the  produc- 
tiveness of  one  line  of  roads  could  make  up  for  the 
unproductiveness  of  another  line;  that,  as  parts  of  a 
great  system,  it  was  not  material  that  each  branch 
should  pay  its  own  way,  so  that,  as  a whole,  it  was 
productive;  and  finally,  that,  by  adopting  the  policy 
of  owning  all  the  great  rail  roads  as  well  as  canals, 
New  York  would  soon  be  able,  not  only  to  complete 
her  projected  works — the  New  York  and  Erie  rail 
road  among  them — but  to  effect  that  which  was  the 
great  end  and  aim  of  all — reduce  the  price  of  travel- 
ling to  the  lowest  possible  rate;  which  the  governor 
estimated  to  be  about  one  cent  and  a half  per  mile,  or 
about  $6  from  New  York  to  Buffalo. 

This  is,  as  will  be  perceived,  a meagre  and  very 
general  outline  of  the  reasoning  of  the  governor,  who 
spoke  for  more  than  half  an  hour  with  great  anima- 
tion, and  with  apparently  strong  personal  conviction 
of  the  expediency  of  such  a system  as  he  advocated. 

At  about  half  past  ten  o’clock,  the  Utica  came  to 
the  wharf,  and  the  party  dispersed,  gratified,  we  are 
sure,  with  their  beautiful  excursion,  and  resolved,  we 
will  not  doubt,  each  in  his  own  sphere,  to  aid  with  all 
zeal  and  good  will,  the  completion  of  the  New  York 
and  Erie  rail  road.  [JY.  Y.  American. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Temperance.  It  would  appear  by  this  extract 
from  a letter  in  the  N.  Y.  Observer,  that  some  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  faculty  of  Princeton  col- 
lege, have  deemed  it  expedient  to  lend  their  sanction 
to  the  total  abstinence  doctrine  of  some  of  the  tem- 
perance societies,  with  prudent  stipulations: 

“Our  temperance  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening 
was  the  commencement,  I hope,  of  good  in  Prince- 
ton. Professor  Henry  opened  with  an  address  on  the 
force  of  habit,  and  concluded  by  saying,  that  ‘as  far 
as  his  example  went,  total  abstinence  should  have  it;’ 
and  he  stepped  forward  and  signed  the  pledge. — 
Prof.  James  Alexander,  after  stating  his  protest 
against  three  things,  viz:  1.  That  it  should  be 

thought  that  the  friends  of  temperance  considered  it 
a sin  to  drink.  2.  That  the  society  should  at  all 
interfere  with  the  communion.  3.  That  any  one 
should  be  constrained  to  say  that  scripture  wines 
were  not  intoxicating;  said  ‘he  had  come  to  do  what 
he  had  never  done  before,  to  sign  a total  abstinence 
pledge;'  and  he  accordingly  signed  it.  Prof.  McLean 
said  he  ‘had  been  wrongfully  considered  an  enemy 
of  the  total  abstinence  society — he  was  an  enemy  of 
ultra  measures,  he  had  never  signed  a total  abstinence 
pledge,  but  would  now  do  it;  and  he  did  it.  Many  of 
the  students  also  signed.  Prof.  M’Lean  then  stated, 
that  ‘the  president  and  Prof.  Dod  were  prevented  by 
sickness  from  attending  and  signing.’” 

VIRGINIA. 

A Special  Election,  held  in  Albemarle  county, 
Virginia,  on  Monday,  for  a delegate  to  the  legisla- 
ture, in  place  of  Mr.  Coles  deceased,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Alexander  Rives  (whig)  546 

S.  F.  Leake  (V.  B.)  529 


Whig  majority 
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Governor,  1838. 


MARYLAND. 

Returns  for  Governor.  The  following  table 
comprises  all  the  returns  we  have  received  for  go- 
vernor. We  compare  them  with  the  vote  for  gover- 
nor in  1838,  when  Grason,  (V.  B.)  was  elected  by 
311  majority. 

Governor,  1841. 

(W.)  (V.  B.) 

Thomas. 

112 
7,427 
2,386 
80  maj. 

605  551 

1,443  1,619 


Annapolis 
Baltimore  city 
Baltimore  co. 
Calvert 
Caroline 
Carroll 
Cecil 
Charles 
Frederick 
Harford 
Kent 

Montgomery 
Prince  George’s 
St.  Mary’s 
Queen  Anne’s 
Washington 


Johnson. 


181 

6,386 

1,411 


(W.) 

Steele. 

146 

6,191 

1,477 

427 

538 

1,337 


125  maj.  1,251 


250  maj. 

188  maj. 
1,114  1,151 

597  486 

909  723 

187  maj. 

170  maj. 

702  721 

2,196  2,346 


715 

511 

1,118 

530 

832 

776 

794 

741 

1,966 


(V.  B.) 
Grason. 

141 

6,074 

2,452 

344 

577 

1,646 

1,354 

510 

630 

1,556 

544 

742 

686 

459 

686 

2,226 


16,234  17,844  19,395  20,327 

16,234  19,395 


1,610  932 

Mr.  Thomas’  majority  so  far  is  1,610,  being  a gain 
of  688  on  the  gubernatorial  election  of  1838. 


HOUSE  OF 


Baltimore  city, 

“ county, 
Cecil, 

Carroll, 
Frederick,  . 
Annapolis, 
Harford, 
Washington, 
Prince  George’s, 
Anne  Arundel, 
Calvert, 

Caroline, 

Queen  Annes, 
Montgomery,  . 
Kent,  . 

St.  Mary’s, 
Charles, 


DELEGATES. 

Whig. 

. . 0 

. 0 
0 

. 0 
0 

. 1 
0 

. 0 
4 

. 0 
3 

. 3 
0 

. 4 
3 

. 3 
3 


V.  B. 
5 
5 

3 

4 

5 
0 
4 

4 
0 

5 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 


24  37 

Allegany,  Talbot,  Dorchester,  Somerset  and  Wor- 
cester, to  hear  from.  The  house  of  delegates  con- 
sists of  79  members.  The  opposition  have  not  an  as- 
certained majority  of  the  members,  but  it  is  probable 
their  vote  will  ho  increased  by  the  addition  of  the 
members  from  Allegany  and  Talbot. 

[Balt.  Patriot. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Iron  Ore.  A large  deposit  of  excellent  iron  ore 
was  discovered  a few  days  since,  in  digging  a well 
on  the  property  of  Mr.  William  Albright,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Susquehanna,  nearly  opposite  Sun- 
bury,  Pa.  The  vein  has  already  been  pierced  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  seven  feet,  and  “the  end  is  not  yet.” 
On  examination  it  was  discovered  that  the  rocks  in 
the  road  over  which  the  wagons  have  been  passed  for 
forty  years,  were  an  excellent  iron  ore. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Military  Review  at  Whitehall.  Abbeville  Dis- 
trict, Sept.  24.  On  Saturday,  18th  inst.  his  excellen- 
cy the  governor,  accompanied  by  Gen.  McDuffie, 
General  Canty,  and  Cols.  Wigfall,  F.  Marshal  and 
Calhoun,  arrived  at  Shiuburg,  Edgefield  district,  the 
spot  appointed  for  the  review  of  the  2d  reg’t  of  ca- 
valry. Upon  the  day  previous,  all  officers,  commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  of  the  regiment  and  of 
the  companies,  had  been  required  to  repair  thither, 
but  the  floods  occasioned  by  the  previous  heavy  rains 
had  prevented  the  attendance  of  almost  all  of  them, 
and  even  on  the  18th,  the  waters  were  so  high  and 
the  roads  so  bad,  as  to  prevent  the  attendance  of 
nearly  half  the  regiment.  The  day  however  was  a 
delightful  one,  and  all  present  can  testify  that  the 
previous  unprecedented  fall  of  rain  had  not  in  any 
way  damped  the  ardor  of  the  troops.  The  regiment 
with  great  credit  to  its  officers,  as  well  as  to  itself, 
performed  many  evolutions,  after  which  his  excel- 
lency addressed  the  men  and  remarked  to  them 

“How  gratifying  it  was  to  him  to  witness  the  per- 
formances of  the  cavalry;  that  he  himself  was  a 
trooper,  and  felt  ail  the  interest  of  a veteran  steed 
upon  hearing  the  clangor  of  the  trumpet  once  again 
calling  him  to  action.  How  pleased  he  was  with 
the  proficiency  of  the  officers,  the  appearance  of  the 
soldiers  and  the  faultless  (with  but  few  exceptions) 
performances  of  the  day.  He  urged  upon  the  men 
the  propriety  of  encouraging  that  military  spirit  upon 
which  alone  in  cases  of  emergency  the  state  must  re- 
ly for  safety7.  He  stated  his  regret  that  the  encamp- 
ment system  was  no  longer  in  force  and  his  desire 
that  the  legislature  might  be  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  speedily  restoring  it.  He  alluded  to  the  cus- 
toms of  the  ancients,  who  provided  schools  to  instruct 
their  youths  in  military  science,  and  suggested  the 
impossibility  of  the  militia  of  this  state  attaining  any 
efficiency  in  their  military  capacity  without  the  re- 
establishment of  the  encampment  muster  system, 
which  this  state  has  abolished,  but  whichotherstat.es 
have  admired  and  adopted.  He  stated  it  was  his  de- 
sire that  the  encampment  should  last  for  six  days  in 
each  year,  at  which  he  pledged  himself  drill  masters 
should  be  provided  capable  of  affording  the  requisite 
instruction — it  was  also  his  desire  that  all  petty  mus- 
ters should  be  abolished,  so  that  with  six  days  en- 
campment, one  regimental  parade  and  one  battalion 
parade,  the  number  of  days  to  be  devoted  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  military  knowledge  may  be  the  same  as 
at  present.  His  excellency  further  stated  that  it 
was  his  intention  again  to  review  the  regiment  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  upon  which 
occasion  he  proposed  presenting  a plume  to  that  com- 
pany which  he  should  consider  best  equipped,  best 
disciplined  and  most  efficient,  and  concluded  by 
thanking  the  regiment  for  their  attendance  and  at- 
tention. 
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Gen.  McDuffie  then  came  forward  and  also  ex- 
pressed his  admiration  of  the  performances  of  the 
day.  He  stated  that  he  had  formerly  expressed  his 
intention  of  resigning  his  commission  upon  the  aban- 
donment of  the  encampment  system,  that  he  had  done 
so,  but  that  his  excellency  had  kindly  returned  his 
resignation,  with  a particular  request  that  he  (Gen. 
McD.)  would  not  only  continue  to  hold  his  commis- 
sion but  would  also  co-operate  with  his  excellency  in 
promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  militia  and  in  re-es- 
tablishing that  system  which  alone  can  render  their 
acquirements  more  perfect,  which  the  legislature  has 
so  inconsiderably  condemned  by  repeal,  and  which 
the  ominous  character  of  the  latest  news  from  Eng- 
land points  out  as  necessary. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Gen.  McDuffie’s  short  ad- 
dress, his  excellency  requested  those  officers  in  favor 
of  the  encampment  muster  system  to  step  forward 
and  draw  their  swords,  and  his  request  was  complied 
with  by  all,  but  one,  who  was  a corporal  named 
Armstrong. 

The  general  and  suite  then  returned  to  partake  of 
an  excellent  dinner,  at  which  they  were  speedily 
joined  by  Col.  Dixon  and  the  rest  of  his  regiment. 

ILLINOIS. 

Statistics  of  Population,  &c.  in  1840.  A table 
showing  the  population  of  each  county  in  the  state  of 
Illinois,  taken  at  the  census  of  1840 — also,  the  num- 
ber of  square  miles  in  the  several  counties  in  that 
state;  from  official  documents — compiled  by  J.  A. 
Townsend,  esq.  of  Alton,  Illinois. 


~ Popula - Square 

Counties.  ^ 

« Popula - 

Counties.  /• 

tion. 

Square 

miles. 

Adams 

14,461 

791 

Livingston 

759 

1,028 

Alexander 

3,316 

369 

Logan 

2,333 

576 

Bond 

5,004 

300 

Madison 

14,433 

790 

Boone 

1,705 

4,182 

414 

Monroe 

4,490 

360 

Brown 

306 

Marion 

4,742 

576 

Bureau 

3,063 

810 

Montgomery  4,470 

684 

Cass 

2,968 

288 

Macoupin 

7,832 

864 

Carroll 

1,023 

432 

Morgan 

19,154 

612 

Calhoun 

1,741 

252 

McLean 

6,793 

3,038 

1,512 

Clinton 

3,724 

468 

Macon 

972 

Cook 

10,201 

1,008 

McDonough 

5,304 

576 

Champaign 

1,475 

1,116 

Mercer 

2,352 

558 

Clay 

3,229 

576!McHenry 

2,578 

486 

Crawford 

4,468 

410  Marshall 

1,849 

468 

Clark 

7,584 

504Menard 

4,426 

504 

Coles 

9,616 

1,008  Ogle 

3,490 

756 

Christian 

1,877 

720!Pope 

3,220 

504 

De  Kalb 

1,708 

648 

Perry 

3.220 

432 

De  Witt 

3,247 

510 

Pike 

11,736 

792 

Du  Page 

3,533 

378 

Putnam 

2,131 

252 

Effingham 

1,676 

486 

Peoria 

6,028 

668 

Edwards 

3,107 

216 

Randolph 

7,915 

576 

Edgar 

8,237 

504 

Rock  Island 

2,619 

432 

Fayette 

6,334 

3,683 

720 

Scott 

6,223 

216 

Franklin 

432 

St.  Clair 

13,629 

684 

Fulton 

13,149 

918 

Shelby 

6,673 

900 

Gallatin 

10,913 

768 

Sangamon 

14,716 

828 

Greene 

11,963 

504 

Schuyler 

6,927 

360 

Henry 

1,262 

1,329 

756 

Stark 

1,573 

360 

Hardin 

104 

Stephenson 

2,896 

276 

Hamilton 

3,963 

423 

Tazewell 

7,220 

992 

Hancock 

9,901 

756 

Union 

5,523 

385 

Iroquois 

1,693 

1,404 

Vermilion 

9,306 

1,692 

Johnson 

3,640 

484 

Washington 

4,942 

576 

Jefferson 

5,765 

576 

White 

7,913 

461 

Jackson 

3,580 

648 

Wayne 

5,125 

720 

Jasper 

1,445 

468 

W abash 

4,240 

180 

Jo  Daviess 

6,180 

720 

Warren 

6,719 

928 

Jersey 

4,507 

324 

Will 

10,024 

1,188 

Kane 

6,501 

648 

Winnebago 

4,608 

432 

Knox 

7,062 

720 

Whitesides 

2,515 

720 

Lawrence 
La  Salle 

7,075 

9,377 

540 

1,692 

Williamson 

4,282 

432 

Lake 

2,634 

450 

Total 

476,273 

54,604 

Lee 

2,033 

720 

Whites. 

Under  5 years  48,004  males  44,067  females. 
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254,904 

a 

215,703 
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Colored. 

% 

Free  males 

1,843 

Females 

1,655 

Slaves  “ 

142 

it 

161 

Total 

1,985 

1,816 

Number  of  persons  employed  in 


Mining  1,227 

Agriculture  97,781 

Commerce  2,523 

Manufactures  and  trades  12,488 

Navigation  of  the  ocean  75 

“ “ rivers  and  lakes  285 

Learned  professions  1,931 

Deaf  and  dumb , &(c. 


Deaf  and  dumb  146 — Blind  80 — Insane  and  idiots  200 
Colleges,  8fc. 

Colleges  Number,  7 Students,  311 

Academies  “ 41  “ 1,907 

Common  schools  “ 1,200  “ 33,724 

At  public  charge  “ 1,318 

Number  of  white  persons  over  20,  who  can- 
not read  and  write  28,780 

ARKANSAS. 

Facts  Relative  to  Bonds.  An  inquiry  has  been 
made  through  one  of  the  city  papers  for  particular 
information  relative  to  the  value  of  Arkansas  bonds; 
a few  facts  will  enable  us  to  judge  of  their  value. 
Arkansas  owes  no  debt  for  any  purpose,  but  bank  ca- 
pital. Her  bank  capital  is  all  sound  and  available. 

The  bonds  are  drawn  payable  to  the  order  of  the 
banks,  and  the  banks  pay  the  interest  regularly,  and 
are  legally  liable  for  both  principal  and  interest. 

The  Real  Estate  bank  of  Arkansas  has  a capital 
of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
stock  is  secured  by  bonds  and  mortgages  on  the  im- 
proved property  of  the  citizens  to  the  amount  of 
three  millions. 

These  three  millions  of  bonds  and  mortgages  were 
transferred  to  the  state  as  security  for  the  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  By  the  terms  of  the 
charter  no  divided  can  be  made  to  the  stockholders 
until  these  bonds,  principal  and  interest  are  paid. 

The  security  of  these  bonds  are  three  fold: 

1st.  The  state  is  pledged,  and  owes  no  other  debt. 

2d.  The  bank  capital  and  all  its  earnings. 

3d.  Three  millions  of  bonds  and  mortgages  on  the 
best  productive  lands  of  the  state. 

Besides,  the  faith  of  the  state,  which  is  the  only 
security  upon  which  other  state  bonds  rest.  These 
bonds  offer  two  legal  remedies.  One  against  the 
bank  capital,  and  the  other  against  the  three  mil- 
lions bonds  and  mortgages  held  by  the  state  in  trust 
for  this  purpose. 

The  interest  on  these  bonds  will  always  be  prompt- 
ly made  in  this  city.  [New  York  Times. 

TENNESSEE. 

Death  of  Governor  Cannon.  The  mysterious 
disease,  which  in  the  dispensation  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, suddenly  attacked  this  excellent  citizen,  and 
distinguished  and  honest  public  servant,  a few  days 
since,  terminated  his  existence  at  7 o’clock,  last 
evening.  And  although  the  paralytic  shock  and  the 
course  of  active  treatment  to  which  the  governor 
was  subjected,  had  made  rapid  and  distressing  in- 
roads upon  his  athletic  frame,  (so  recently  in  the  vi- 
gor of  health),  he  yielded  his  spirit  to  the  God  who 
gave  it,  with  the  utmost  resignation,  and  in  all  ap- 
parent composure. 

The  name  of  Newton  Cannon  will  occupy  no  or- 
dinary place  in  the  political  annals  of  Tennessee. — 
For  more  than  thirty  years  a citizen  of  the  state,  he 
filled,  during  that  long  and  eventful  period,  nume- 
rous and  highly  responsible  stations  in  the  local  and 
national  counsels,  in  all  of  which  he  was  distinguish- 
ed for  a sincerity  of  purpose,  and  a zealous  devotion 
to  the  common  weal,  that  won  the  respect  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  commended  him  to  the  confidence  of 
his  constituents.  A member  of  the  state  legislature 
in  1811,  and  in  several  subsequent  sessions — a mem- 
ber of  congress  in  1816  and  again  in  1819-20,  repre- 
senting a district  embracing  at  that  time  about  half 
the  territory  of  Middle  Tennessee — a member  of  the 
state  convention  in  1834 — and  governor  of  Tennessee 
from  1835  to  1839,  he  passed  with  honor  and  suc- 
cess through  the  gradations  of  political  life,  to  the 
highest  office  known  to  the  constitution  of  his  adopted 
state. 

In  the  relation  of  private  life,  few  men  were  more 
truly  beloved  than  Governor  Cannon.  Sincere  in 
his  attachments,  exact  in  his  dealings,  unostentatious 
in  his  character  and  kind  and  indulgent  in  the  do- 
mestic circle,  he  lived  respected  and  died  lamented, 
the  upright  neighbor  and  devoted  friend. 

FLORIDA. 

Indians  again.  A correspondent  of  the  Savan- 
nah Republican  writes  from  East  Florida,  Sept.  25. 
Nothing  particularly  new  from  Tampa  Bay  by  the 
last  mail.  As  the  mail  rider  was  coming  into  Palat- 
ka  last  night,  three  Indians  fired  at  him  from  a short 
distance,  about  nine  miles  from  that  post,  one  ball 
struck  his  horse  about  the  shoulder,  which  killed  him 


after  running  about  a mile;  the  Indians  followed,  and 
nearly  came  up  to  the  express  rider,  when  he  drew 
his  pistols,  that  caused  them  to  stop — perhaps  to  load 
their  rifles;  this  gave  the  express  rider  the  start, 
which  he  kept  at  a killing  pace,  until  he  reached  Pa- 
latka,  more  than  half  dead  himself.  A detachment  of 
dragoons,  under  Captain  Ker,  was  immediately  de- 
spatched to  the  place  where  this  daring  outrage  was 
committed,  but  no  trace  of  the  Indians  beyond  their 
tracks  following  the  express  rider  could  be  discover- 
ed. 


McLEOD’S  TRIAL. 


The  Preliminary  Arrangements  for  the  Trial. — The 
trial  of  Alexander  McLeod  for  the  murder  ofDurfee 
commences  to-day,  all  the  witnesses  and  commissions 
on  behalf  of  the  prisoner  having  arrived.  The  num- 
ber of  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  is  about  fifty. — 
The  evidence  for  the  defence  is  mostly  documentary, 
taken  under  commissions,  and  about  a half  a dozen 
witnesses,  who  will  be  examined.  The  proof  con- 
tained in  most  of  these  depositions  can  have  little  if 
any  force,  and  throw  no  light  whatever  upon  the 
presence  or  absence  of  McLeod  at  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline,  or  his  participation  in  that  outrage. — 
Consequently  they  can  be  of  little  avail  in  his  behalf, 
the  main  point  of  his  defence  being  in  the  establishment 
of  an  alibi.  Indeed,  as  far  as  I can  ascertain,  there 
are  but  three  among  all  bis  witnesses  present  here  or 
in  Canada  who  will  swear  positively  that  he  was  not 
present  on  that  occasion;  and  each  of  these,  as  I learn, 
will  be  impeached  beyond  all  chance  of  salvation. 

The  court  have  adopted  very  salutary  and  vigorous 
orders  in  relation  to  the  ingress  and  egress  of  the  bar, 
witnesses,  spectators,  &c.,  at  the  court  room.  These 
orders  have  been  printed  in  large  hand  bills,  and  post- 
ed about  town;  and  a large  number  of  officers  will 
be  in  attendanee  to  enforce  their  observance. 

An  adequate  number  of  constables  and  special  de- 
puties are  in  attendance,  to  preserve  order  and  pro- 
vide for  the  entrance  and  departure  of  those  having 
business  with  the  court. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  AND  OYER  AND  TERMINER  OF 
ONEIDA  COUNTY. 

Utica,  Monday,  Oct.  4,  1841. 
Trial  of  Alex.  McLeod  for  the  Murder  of  Dr.  Durfee. 

At  half  past  nine  o’clock,  his  honor  Judge  Gridley 
took  his  seat  on  the  bench,  together  with  Judges 
White,  Kimball  and  Jones  of  the  county  court,  who 
do  not  form  part  of  the  court  at  this  trial,  they  being 
only  on  the  civil  order  of  the  court. 

On  behalf  of  the  prosecution,  appeared  W.  G. 
Hall,  esq.  attorney  general,  Timothy  Jenkins,  esq. 
district  attorney  of  this  county,  the  district  attorney 
of  Niagara  county,  J.  L.  Wood,  esq.  and  Seth  C? 
Hawley,  esq.  of  Buffalo.  On  the  part  of  the  priso- 
ner appeared  Joshua  C.  Spencer,  esq.  and  D.  Gard- 
ner and  Alvan  C.  Bradley,  esqs.  of  Lockport. 

After  the  court,  bar  and  jurors  had  taken  their 
seats,  the  public  generally  were  admitted  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  capacity  of  the  room,  and  in  doing  which 
a remarkable  degree  of  regularity  and  order  was  pre- 
served. Judge  White  briefly  stated  to  the  auditory 
the  necessity  of  strictly  preserving  order  and  silence, 
and  no  disposition  was  manifested  by  the  audience  to 
disobey. 

The  crier  then  opened  the  circuit  court  and  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  of  Oneida  county;  and  by  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Hall,  attorney  general,  called  the 
name  of  Theodore  Stone,  a witness  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, who  not  answering,  Mr.  Hall  moved  for  an  at- 
tachment against  him,  which  was  forthwith  issued. 

The  prisoner,  McLeod,  was  then  brought  in  and 
placed  by  the  side  of  his  counsel.  His  appearance 
indicated  a man  who  had  lived  well,  and  felt  much 
at  ease. 

Mr.  Hall  then  called  on  the  trial  of  McLeod,  and 
the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  expressing  their  readiness 
to  proceed,  the  prisoner  was  arraigned  and  informed 
of  his  right  of  challenge.  The  jury  having  been 
empannelled — 

Mr.  Hall,  attorney  general,  then  proceeded  to  open 
the  case  for  the  prosecution.  He  commenced  by 
expressing  briefly,  but  feelingly,  the  delicacy  of  his 
situation  and  the  duty  which  now  devolved  upon  him 
and  the  jury.  He  next  reverted  to  the  great  excite- 
ment which  pervaded  the  public  mind,  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  union  to  the  other,  in  relation  to  the 
important  trial  upon  which  they  bad  now  entered; 
and  the  evidence  of  which  was  before  the  eyes  of  the 
jury,  in  the  living  masses  which  thronged  and  sur- 
rounded the  court  house.  To  this  excitement  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  jury  and  himself  to  close  their  eyes, 
to  know  it  not,  and  to  eschew  its  influence. 

We  shall  probably  furnish  his  remarks  at  large  in 
the  next  Register.  The  court  was  occupied  the  re- 
sidue of  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  the  examination  of 
witnesses.  The  trial  will  evidently  be  of  great 
length. 
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POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LETTER  OF  EX-PRESIDENT  GENERAL  AN- 
DREW  JACKSON,  in  reply  to  resolutions  of  a con- 
vention held  in  the  9th  ward  of  the  city  of  Nexo  York. 

Hermitage , September  11th,  1841. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  with  its  en- 
closure, the  resolutions  of  the  democratic  republican 
mass  convention  held  in  the  9th  ward  of  the  city  of 
N.  York,  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  have  been  duly 
received,  and  are  acknowledged  with  sentiments  of 
profound  gratitude  for  the  honor  they  confer  upon  me. 

The  state  of  my  health,  which  is  now  much  disor- 
dered by  an  attack  of  fever,  does  not  allow  me  to  ex- 
press at  length  the  reflections  excited  in  my  mind  by 
the  patriotic  views  embodied  in  the  resolutions.  I 
cannot  refrain,  however,  from  saying,  that  they  meet 
generally  with  my  concurrence — and  particularly 
that  which  gives  praise  to  Mr.  Tyler  for  his  veto  of 
the  bank  bill.  If  he  maintains  the  position  that  he 
has  assumed  against  this  great  lever  of  federalism, 
this  deadly  foe  to  the  principles  of  our  government,  the 
designs  of  that  party,  in  other  respects  will  be  less 
difficult  to  counteract;  for  the  ship  of  state,  relieved 
of  the  corrupt  influence  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States  at  its  helm,  will  naturally  right  itself. 

It  is  true,  a great  error  was  committed  in  the  re- 
peal of  the  sub-treasury,  but  this  may  be  remedied 
while  there  is  no  bank  substituted  in  its  stead.  The 
people  care  not  so  much  for  forms — they  go  for  sub- 
stances— for  practical  measures — measures  that  will 
ensure  economy  and  accountability  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  government;  that  will  make  the  taxes  as 
light  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  safety;  that  will 
secure  the  application  of  the  public  moneys  at  all 
times  and  in  all  places  to  constitutional  objects. — 
These  are  the  things  which  it  would  be  the  office  of 
a bank  to  thwart;  and  they  are  the  things  which  it 
would  be  the  tendency  of  the  sub-treasury  to  pro- 
mote; and  hence,  I believe,  that  that  system,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  cannot  be  long  dispensed  with. 

Doubtless  the  president  believes  that  the  sub-trea- 
sury has  been  condemned  by  the  people,  and  so  be- 
lieving, he  ought  not  to  be  censured  for  giving  his 
sanction  to  its  repeal.  But  the  independence  he  has 
manifested  in  the  veto,  authorises  us  to  hope  that  he 
will  deal  fairly  and  candidly  with  the  whole  subject 
hereafter,  and  that  he  will  conform  his  policy  to  the 
principles  of  the  Virginia  school  of  republicans. 

You  are  pleased  to  refer  in  terms  of  much  com- 
mendation to  the  course  pursued  by  me  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  former  bank  charter.  I acted  at  the  time 
under  a high  sense  of  duty,  and  derive  much  satisfac- 
tion from  the  many  evidences  I have  received,  even 
from  many  who  then  censured  me,  of  the  approba- 
tion of  my  country.  But,  sir,  I considered  my  labors 
as  but  the  commencement  of  the  work  of  reform  in 
regard  to  the  bankiug  system.  Much  higher  praise 
is  due  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  against  whom  the  whole 
force  of  the  spirit  of  monopoly  was  brought  to  bear. 
It  has  driven  that  distinguished  statesman  and  un- 
pretending patriot  into  retirement,  but  it  has  render- 
ed him  dearer  than  ever  to  his  country,  because  of 
the  noble  sacrifice  he  has  made  to  the  cause  of  equal 
rights. 

My  strength  failing  me,  I cannot  follow  out  these 
reflections.  Every  effort  to  write,  admonishes  me 
that  my  life  is  nearly  spent.  Let  me  conclude,  there- 
fore, this  hasty  and  imperfect  response  to  your  letter, 
with  an  assurance  to  my  republican  and  democratic 
friends  every  where,  that  I am  proud  of  their  re- 
spect, and  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  success  of 
their  efforts  to  secure  the  blessings  of  freedom  and 
equal  rights  to  themselves  and  their  posterity.  Very 
respectfully,  your  fellow  citizen, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Garrit  Gilbert,  esq. 


INVENTIONS,  IMPROVEMENTS,  Ac. 

EXPLOSIVE  SHELLS.  In  your  paper  of  the 
23d  September,  1 observed  a notice  of  Dr.  A.  Jones’ 
detonating  shells.  In  that  notice  it  is  stated  that  no 
one  has  yet  invented  a shell  which  possesses  these 
advantages,  namely:  “The  first  is,  that  it  shall  not 
explode  in  or  leaving  the  gun;  secondly,  that  it  shall 
explode  on  reaching  its  destination;  and  thirdly,  that 
it  shall  be  perfectly  safe  to  handle;  and  no  other  in- 
ventor, in  this  or  any  other  country,  has  ever  yet  been 
fully  able  to  attain.”  Mr.  Barry  and  myself  have  in- 
vented and  brought  to  perfection  a concussion  shell 
which  possesses  all  the  requisites  in  that  of  Dr.  Jones. 
The  following  experiment  with  our  shells,  which 
was  made  in  the  presence  of  Col.  Bomford,  Capt.  Sy- 
mington, hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Messrs.  Lewis,  Pickens, 
and  many  other  gentlemen,  will  prove  the  utility  and 
destructive  power  of  our  shell.  The  shells  fired 
weighed  only  7 1 ounces.  A target  was  made  12  feet 
high,  6 feet  wide,  and  1 foot  thick;  distance  from  the 
gun,  50  yards.  Four  shells  were  fired  into  the  tar- 


get, splitting  it  its  entire  length  and  breadth,  explod- 
ing every  time.  Col.  Bomford  directed  me  to  fire  on 
Buzzard  point,  and  explode  the  shell,  and  also  ex- 
plode one  by  richochet  shot.  These  two  last  were 
also  successful.  I have  fired  these  shot  with  a very 
reduced  charge  into  a target  without  exploding  them, 
and  Mr.  B.  afterwards  cut  the  same  shot,  fired  them 
with  a full  charge,  when  they  have  always  exploded. 
More  than  one  hundred  of  these  shells  have  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  fired  in  the  presence  of  at  least  five 
hundred  witnesses,  and  not  a single  failure.  Every 
effort  on  my  part  has  been  made  to  bring  this  destruc- 
tive shell  under  the  notice  of  both  the  navy  and  war 
departments,  but  without  success.  The  largest  line 
of  battle-ship  could  not  stand  the  effects  of  three  of 
our  42-pounder  concussion  shells; no  steamship  could 
stand  the  effect  of  one.  To  test  this  shell  fully,  it 
would  not  require  an  expenditure  of  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  it  is  probable  half  that  sum 
would  do  it.  I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, W.  D.  PORTER,  U.  S.  N. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

THE  SHRAPNEL  INVENTORS.  Lieut.  Gen. 
Shrapnel],  of  the  artillery,  the  inventor  of  the  shells 
(commonly  called  spherical  case  shot),  has  taken  out 
a patent  for  a new  kind  of  fowling  piece,  which, 
without  using  caps,  may  be  fired  more  than  one  hun- 
dred times  by  merely  cocking  the  gun,  and  is  more 
secure  from  going  off  accidentally,  which  is  always 
the  case  when  any  thing  touches  the  trigger,  after  the 
gun  is  loaded.  There  is  likewise  a joint  in  the  stock, 
by  which  means  the  barrel  may  be  elevated  or  de- 
pressed more  or  less,  so  as  to  suit  the  sportsman, 
and  which  may  be  done  in  the  field  by  merely  turn- 
ing a screw  for  that  purpose.  Likewise  a new  mus- 
ket, made  to  regulate  the  elevation  of  the  barrel, 
according  to  the  distance  of  the  enemy,  and  also  a 
pistol,  which  makes  a good  defence  against  the  broad 
sword. 

BRITISH  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION.  Ex- 
tract of  a letter  received  at  Lloyd’s,  from  Hobart 
town,  dated  April  17,  1841: 

“By  the  last  list  you  will  have  perceived  the  re- 
turn to  this  port  of  her  majesty’s  ships  Erebus  and 
Terror,  captains  Ross  and  Crozier.  Nothing  offi- 
cial has  as  yet  transpired,  but  it  is  generally  un- 
derstood that  the  expedition  has  been  very  success- 
ful, and  these  British  ships  proceeded  eleven  degrees 
further  south  than  the  Astrolabe  or  Zela,  and  four 
degrees  more  than  any  other  vessel  has  ever  yet 
reached;  that  they  were  enabled  to  fix  the  exact 
position  of  the  south  magnetic  pole  at  about  one  hun- 
dred miles  distance  from  thence;  and  that  some  ex- 
traordinary mistake  appears  to  have  affected  the  cal- 
culation of  the  Americans  who  approached  those  re- 
gions. 

“The  Erebus  and  Terror  entered  the  main  part  of 
the  ice,  on  their  voyage  of  discovery  towards  the 
south  pole,  on  the  5th  of  January  last,  being  then  in 
latitude  66  45  south,  and  longitude  174  13  east.  On 
the  10th  of  the  same  month  they  described  land  in 
latitude  71  56  south,  longitude  171  17  east;  and  com- 
ing up  to  it  on  the  12th  January,  they  took  possession 
of  it  in  the  name  of  her  majesty.  The  land  extends 
south  to  degree  79.  Proceeding  onwards,  a large 
volcano,  emitting  dense  clouds  of  smoke,  was  observ- 
ed on  the  28th  of  January,  in  latitude  77  31  S.  longi- 
tude 167  36  E.  On  the  2d  of  February  they  reached 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  voyage,  viz:  latitude  7S 
4 S.  and  longitude  173  12  W.  and  were  here  stopped 
by  icebergs  150  feet  high,  and  by  fields  of  ice 
which  were  traced  as  extending  300  miles  to  the  east- 
ward. 

“The  expedition  penetrated  about  four  degrees  fur- 
ther south  than  the  American  or  French  discovery 
vessels;  although  in  the  course  of  the  voyage  it  was 
enabled  to  verify  the  correctness  of  many  of  the 
spots  laid  down  in  the  charts  of  the  former,  they  also 
discovered  one  single  error,  viz:  the  existence  of 
water  over  a large  space  described  as  land,  and  which 
the  Erebus  and  Terror  actually  sailed  over  for  a 
very  considerable  distance,  leaving  the  land  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  latitude  laid  down  in  the 
American  chart.  It  is  said  that  the  sea  in  this  di- 
rection abounds  in  seals  and  sperm  whale.  Not  a 
single  casualty  occurred  among  the  crews, and  the  ves- 
sels reached  Hobart  town  in  safety,  where  they  will 
remain  till  the  season  arrives  for  further  operations.” 

The  duke  of  Bordeaux  has  met  with  the  accident 
of  breaking  his  thigh,  by  the  falling  of  his  horse  upon 
him.  It  was  at  first  apprehended  that  he  would  not 
recover,  but  later  accounts  from  him  were  more  fa- 
vorable. 

There  have  been  serious  disturbances  at  Toulouse, 
in  opposition  to  the  government  taking  the  census. 
The  citizens  closed  their  houses  and  refused  to  allow 
the  officers  to  progress  for  fear  their  taxes  would  be 
raised.  The  national  guards  had  to  be  disarmed. 


REMARKABLE  DISCOVERY. 

Colebrook,  Conn.  September  24,  1841. 

For  several  days  past,  our  usually  quiet  little  town 
has  been  in  quite  a “commotion”  in  consequence  of  a 
rumored  discovery  of  a large  cavern  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  town,  bordering  on  Massachusetts.  I at 
first  supposed  the  story  to  be  a hoax,  and  treated  it  as 
such,  but,  being  assured  to  the  contrary,  by  a respec- 
table neighbor,  who  said  he  had  seen  the  cave,  I was 
induced  to  visit  the  place  designated,  and  have  had 
ocular  demonstration  of  the  truth  of  the  report.  It 
may  appear  incredible  that  a great  cavern  should  have 
remained  so  long  unknown  in  this  inhabited  region, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  true.  It  is  probably  large,  but 
how  large  is  not  known,  as  it  has  been  explored  but 
about  a quarter  of  a mile,  and  no  one  can  be  found 
who  ever  heard  of  its  existence  before.  I have 
agreed  with  a number  of  my  neighbors  to  explore  the 
cavern  as  far  as  practicable,  and  I propose,  with  your 
permission,  to  give  the  result  of  our  researches  from 
time  to  time,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper. 

The  mouth  of  the  cavern  is  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  J. 
Randall,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town,  within  a 
mile  and  a half  of  the  Massachusetts  line.  It  is  a 
barren,  rocky,  unfrequented  spot — a projecting  cliff, 
of  craggy  rock  full  one  hundred  feet  high,  hangs  over 
it  with  an  aspect  so  threatening  as  to  daunt  the  cour- 
age of  the  less  daring.  Why  it  does  not  fall  over  no 
one  can  tell.  It  seems  to  stand  against  all  the  known 
laws  of  gravitation. 

It  is  called  the  “Witch’s  Retreat,”  but  why  I know 
not.  When  I was  a boy,  my  father  lived  within  one 
mile  of  this  place,  and  I have  spent  hours  with  other 
boys,  clambering  over  the  rocks,  and  up  the  side  of 
this  precipice.  The  mouth  of  the  cavern,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  precipice,  is  covered  with  a huge  mass  of 
rocks  which  have  evidently  fallen  from  the  cliff  above. 
Some  of  them  are  very  large,  and  from  their  size  and 
form  one  may  easily  discover  the  place  from  which 
they  fell.  There  was  nothing  in  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  place  indicating  the  existence  of  such  a 
cavern,  and  one  might  clamber  about  there  a week 
and  not  suspect  such  a thing.  The  only  opening  was 
under  a large  rock,  and  scarcely  large  enough  for  a 
boy  to  crawl  into.  It  could  only  have  been  discovered 
by  accident,  as  it  was. 

Two  weeks  ago  last  Sabbath,  one  of  Mr.  Randall’s 
boys,  a bold,  adventurous  little  fellow,  and  two  others 
scarcely  less  so,  wandering  about  the  fields  for  pas- 
time, came  to  this  spot.  While  they  were  amusing 
themselves  by  climbing  about  and  hiding  among  the 
rocks,  one  of  the  boys,  without  knowing  why,  put  his 
head  into  this  hole  under  the  rock,  and  shouted  “hal- 
loo!” He  started  back  at  the  strange  sound,  and 
called  his  companions.  Each  in  turn,  put  his  head 
under  the  rock  and  made  some  noise,  which  resound- 
ed like  the  response  of  an  hundred  voices.  Boys 
though  they  were,  they  had  hallooed  into  too  many  cis- 
terns and  vaults  not  to  know  that  such  reverberations 
indicated  room  inside.  So  young  Randall  proposed 
they  should  go  in  and  see  what  discoveries  they  could 
make.  This  the  ether  boys  declined  doing.  But 
young  Randall,  nothing  daunted  by  the  fears  of  his 
comrades,  boldly  declared  he  would  go  in  alone.  He 
crawled  in  about  eight  feet,  when  he  found  there  was 
room  enough  to  stand  upright.  A few  straggling  rays 
of  light  found  their  way  between  the  rocks,  but  not 
sufficient  to  discover  the  dimensions  of  the  place  he 
was  in.  He  seemed  to  feel,  however,  that  he  was  in 
a large  place,  as  a man  blindfolded  will  feel  the  diffe- 
rence between  a small  room  and  a large  one.  He 
uttered  a loud  shriek  with  a view  to  frighten  his  com- 
panions outside,  but  the  sound  was  so  wild  and  terrific 
it  only  frightened  himself,  and  he  came  out  much 
quicker  than  he  went  in.  This  was  a discovery  just 
suited  to  the  adventurous  dispositions  of  these  boys, 
and  they  resolved  to  make  the  most  of  it.  Before 
they  parted,  they  agreed  to  keep  the  thing  a secret 
from  all  others,  and  to  meetthere  on  the  next  Sunday, 
prepared  with  old  clothes,  matches,  a lantern,  &c.  to 
explore  the  “new  cave,”  as  they  call  it. 

The  next  Sunday  they  repaired  to  their  ren- 
dezvous, accoutred  according  to  agreement,  and 
provided  with  the  necessary  implements,  they 
prepared  to  enter.  Boys,  like  men,  will  rarely 
acknowledge  a want  of  courage,  but  as  each 
accused  the  other  of  being  afraid,  I conclude 
they  were  all  half  frightened  out  of  their  wits,  for  it 
had  occurred  to  them  that  this  place  was  called  “the 
Witch’s  Retreat,”  and  this  cave  might  be  full  of 
witches.  But  with  some  hesitation  and  many  mis- 
givings, they  at  length  entered.  With  lanthern  in 
hand,  they  proceeded  cautiously  forward,  taking  good 
care  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  hole  by  which  they  en- 
tered. Having  gone  about  ten  rods  without  meeting 
with  any  boundary  to  their  cave,  and  their  small  en- 
tering place  beginning  to  grow  dim  in  the  distance, 
they  judged  it  prudent  to  venture  no  farther.  The 
cavern  was  much  too  large  for  them  to  explore,  and 
they  concluded  to  confide  the  secret  to  older  and  wiser 


92 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  9,  1841— DEBATE  ON  THE  SECOND  VETO. 


heads.  Before  going  out,  they  determined  to  give  a 
loud  shout  altogether.  I have  since  tried  it.  The 
reverbations  are  most  terrific.  Scarcely  had  the  echo 
of  their  shout  died  away,  when  to  their  consternation 
and  horror,  it  was  answered  by  a low,  suppressed 
growl,  which  seemed  within  a few  rods  of  them. 
With  one  impulse  they  darted  towards  the  place  of 
entrance.  The  boy  who  had  the  lantern  dropped  it 
in  his  fright,  and  it  was  not  without  much  rending  of 
clothes,  and  many  severe  contusions  of  body,  that 
they  got  themselves  out.  I state  this  on  the  authority 
of  the  boys.  We  have  not  yet  found  any  animal,  nor 
tracks,  nor  traces  of  one  large  enough  to  have  made 
the  noise  which  the  boys  assure  us  they  heard. 

The  boys  having  reported  their  discovery,  Mr. 
Randall  and  several  of  his  neighbors  went  to  the 
place,  with  guns,  and  crowbars  to  force  an  entrance. 
This,  however,  they  were  not  able  to  do.  The  rocks 
were  so  large  as  to  resist  every  effort  to  remove  them. 
They  bethought  themselves  of  the  expedient  of  blast- 
ing. By  this  means,  on  Saturday  last  they  effected  an 
entrance  large  enough  for  a man  to  walk  in  upright. 

When  I arrived,  on  Monday  evening,  there  were 
some  twenty  persons  around  the  cavern,  and  others 
in  it.  I borrowed  a lantern  and  joined  those  on  the 
inside.  The  mouth  of  the  cavern  is  towards  the 
southeast.  If  all  the  loose  stones  in  and  around  it, 
which  seem  to  have  fallen  there  from  the  cliff  above, 
were  removed,  the  mouth  would  be,  as  near  as  I can 
judge,  about  fifty  feet  wide  and  thirty  feet  high.  The 
air,  on  entering,  has  a peculiar  smell,  which  I can 
compare  to  nothing.  I imagined  the  candle  burned 
less  brilliantly  than  imthe  open  air.  For  the  first  3 
or  4 rods,  the  way  is  a good  deal  obstructed  by  sharp 
rocks;  then  comes  a smooth,  gravelled  floor,  as  hard 
as  a McAdamised  road.  Ten  rods  from  the  entrance, 
we  measured  and  found  the  width  to  be  eighty-three 
feet;  and  again,  at  thirtyrods,  we  found  it  sixty-seven 
feet.  The  sides  are  quite  even,  especially  the  east 
side,  which  is  as  smooth  as  if  it  had  been  chiseled. 
The  roof  is  broken  and  craggy;  in  some  parts  rising 
very  high,  at  others  descending  within  ten  feet  of  the 
floor.  The  flooring  for  the  most  part  is  level  and 
smooth,  consisting  of  stone  and  gravel.  We  met  with 
several  deep  pits,  into  one  of  which  we  were  near 
falling.  Two  of  them  resembled  wells.  We  sounded 
one  to  the  depth  of  nine  fathoms,  and  found  water, 
and  another  to  the  depth  of  five  and  a half  fathoms, 
which  appeared  to  be  dry.  The  main  part  of  the 
cave  is  remarkably  straight  and  uniform  in  width,  for 
the  most  part.  It  runs  in  a north  and  north  east  di- 
rection for  a quarter  of  a mile,  where  it  ends  abrupt- 
ly. We  met  with  numerous  openings  at  the  right  and 
left,  some  large  enough  to  admit  ahorse  and  carriage, 
and  others  scarcely  a man.  We  only  marked  them 
with  chalk,  and  passed  on  to  the  end  of  what  seemed 
to  be  the  main  part  of  the  cavern.  Here  we  stopped 
for  a few  moments.  All  stood  without  speaking, 
gazing  about  with  admiration  and  wonder.  The  si- 
lence was  painful.  No  dropping  of  water,  or  creak- 
ing of  insects,  not  a sound  could  be  heard  but  the  low 
suppressed  breathing  of  the  company.  It  seemed  as  if 
I could  hear  their  hearts  beat.  I looked  at  my  baro- 
meter— it  had  risen  several  degrees.  The  thermo- 
meter stood  at  sixty  and  a half.  As  we  prepared  to 
retrace  our  steps,  we  discovered  an  opening  on  the 
west  side,  a few  rods  from  the  termination  of  the  part 
of  the  cavern  we  were  in.  We  drew  near  and  listened. 
There  was  a low,  murmuring  sound,  as  of  a distant 
water  fail,  and  the  air  which  issued  from  it  seemed 
colder  and  damper.  This  led  us  to  suppose  it  must 
be  of  very  great  extent,  but  were  too  cold  and  weary 
to  prosecute  our  researches  farther  at  this  time. 

I perceive,  by  looking  over,  that  my  description 
thus  far  is  very  imperfect,  hurried,  and  scarcely  in- 
telligible, but  I have  no  room  to  add  more,  and  no 
time  to  write  shorter.  Next  week  I shall  give  you 
further  particulars  of  this  wonderful  work  of  nature 
— wonderful  for  these  parts — with  a faithful  account 
of  all  new  discoveries  therein.  Your’s,  truly, 

N.  C.  BRODNAX. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  SECOND  VETO. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PROFFIT,  OF  INDIANA, 

ON  THE  SECOND  VETO  MESSAGE. 

House  of  Representatives,  September  10,  1841. 

The  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
returning  the  bill  te  establish  a fiscal  corporation 
with  his  objections  thereto  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Proffit  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I had  hoped 
that  the  debate  upon  this  important  question  would 
have  been  conducted  in  a mauner  creditable  to  the 
national  legislature.  I had  hoped  that  our  discus- 
sions would  be  confined  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
message  of  the  executive  and  the  merits  of  the  bill 
now  before  us;  and  that  argument,  courtesy  and  de- 
corum would  distinguish  our  deliberations  on  so 


grave  and  momentous  an  occasion  as  the  present. 
But,  sir,  I have  been  disappointed,  and,  I must  con- 
fess, deeply  mortified  at  the  course  which  it  has 
pleased  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Botts), 
to  pursue. 

It  must  have  been  a source  of  pain  and  regret  to 
every  friend  of  peace  and  harmony  to  listen  to  the 
speech  made  by  the  gentleman — a speech,  sir,  scarce- 
ly glancing  at  the  message  or  the  bill  before  us,  but 
replete  with  the  most  denunciatory  epithets  against 
the  public,  and  the  most  ferocious  assaults  upon  the 
private  character  of  the  executive.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  charged  upon  the  president  “per- 
fidy,” “treachery,”  and  prostitution  of  his  official 
character  for  selfish  and  unworthy  purposes.  He 
has  thought  fit  to  compare  him  with  the  traitor  Ar- 
nold and  with  Hull.  He  has  said  that  this  is  not  the 
first  time  that  John  Tyler  has  been  guilty  of  perfidy, 
but  that,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  the  charge  has 
been  made  and  proved.  He  accuses  the  president 
also  of  equivocation. 

Sir,  I shall  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  gentle- 
man’s charges  in  the  order  in  which  he  has  made 
them,  and  I now  give  notice  to  him  that  I will  hold 
him  to  the  proof  of  the  accusations  made  upon  this 
floor  under  the  responsibilities  of  an  American  re- 
presentative. The  gentleman  cannot  complain  of 
this.  He  gave  notice  to  the  house  some  ten  days 
since  that  he  would  arraign  the  president,  and  that 
he  would  furnish  undeniable  evidence  to  sustain  his 
charges  of  perfidy  and  treachery.  His  attack,  then, 
is  premeditated.  He  has  had  ample  time  to  collect 
material  for  the  assault. 

When,  Mr.  Speaker,  I heard  the  gentleman  de- 
clare, on  a former  occasion,  that  he  intended  to 
prove  the  executive  guilty  of  these  odious  charges, 
I thought  that  he  was  speaking  under  momentary 
excitement,  and  that  time  for  reflection  and  good 
counsel  would  induce  him  to  pursue  a different  course. 
I could  not  believe  it  possible  that  the  gentleman 
would  persist  in  a determination  so  palpably  unwise 
and  improper.  Whatever  private  griefs  and  per- 
sonal enmities  he  might  entertain,  I could  not  believe 
that  this  hall  would  be  selected  as  a fitting  place 
for  their  avowal  and  exposure. 

Anticipating,  as  I had,  a debate  upon  the  merits  of 
the  bill  now  before  us,  I had  prepared  myself  with 
arguments  to  meet  a fair,  and  open  discussion  of  its 
principles  and  tendencies.  I had  also  taken  some  pains 
to  collect  authorities,  judicial  and  financial,  to  main- 
tain the  positions  which  I had  assumed  when  the  bill 
was  before  the  house.  It  would  be  worse  than 
useless  to  present  them  now.  This  house  is  not  in 
fitting  mood  to  listen  to  argument  on  a question  of 
finance,  and,  from  the  manner  of  opening  this  debate 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (who  appears  to 
have  done  so  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  friends 
with  whom  he  acts  on  this  question),  I know  that  it 
would  be  vain  to  ask  dispassionate  and  calm  atten- 
tion. I shall  then  at  once  proceed  to  notice  the 
gentleman’s  remarks.  He  commenced  by  informing 
us  that  his  peculiar  position  required  him  to  speak 
at  this  time,  and  in  another  part  of  his  speech  he 
alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  president  having  returned 
to  him  a letter  which  he  had  addressed  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  a certain  celebrated  communication,  ge- 
nenerally  denominated  the  “coffee  house”  corres- 
pondence. I can  well  understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  gentleman  should  entertain  feelings  of  personal 
enmity  towards  the  president,  as  also  a feeling  of 
mortification  at  the  publication  of  his  unfortunate 
loose  correspondence.  But,  sir,  what  interest  has 
this  house  or  the  country  in  his  peculiar  position ? 
What  have  we  to  do  with  his  personal  feelings  to- 
wards the  executive?  What  does  the  country  care 
about  the  published  or  unpublished  correspondence 
of  the  gentleman?  In  this  free  land  of  ours  we  can 
write  what  we  please.  The  gentleman  can  publish 
his  opinions  of  the  president  either  in  a political  or 
personal  character.  He  can  couch  those  opinions  in 
the  form  of  a letter,  and  direct  it  to  whom  or  to 
what  he  pleases.  A few  days  since  he  gave  his  views 
of  the  president  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  a cir- 
cular. He  can  address  another  communication  to  the 
public.  None  of  these  opinions  would  then  require  or 
receive  answer.  But  when  the  gentleman  thinks  fit  to 
select  this  hall  as  a place  in  which  to  use  harsh  and 
denunciatory  language  towards  the  president,  and  this 
grave  and  solemn  occasion  as  a time  proper  for  the 
display  of  his  personal  feeling,  he  must  expect  to  be 
answered,  though  the  friends  of  the  president  should 
do  so  reluctantly.  We  protest  against  it,  as  a wan- 
ton waste  of  time.  We  protest  against  this  hall  be- 
ing converted  into  an  arena  for  the  display  of  the 
gladiatorial  feeling  of  party  violence  or  personal  ran- 
cor. But,  sir,  we  have  no  choice  left  to  us.  We 
have  a duty  to  perform.  As  representatives  we  must 
not  suffer  the  public  ear  to  be  abused.  As  the  poli- 
tical friends  of  the  president,  we  will  not  permit  his 
public  life  and  character,  and  conduct  and  motives 


to  be  misrepresented;  and,  as  his  personal  friends,  wc 
will  never  sit  silently  and  hear  his  private  character 
traduced.  Thus  it  is,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  tenor  of  this  debate. 

I have  said,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  glanced  at  the 
message  now  before  us,  and  his  criticisms  on  it  were, 
as  I thought,  marked  by  a spirit  of  extreme  unfair- 
ness. Fie  says,  “that  as  the  constitution  limited  the 
executive  to  his  ‘objections,’  he  should  consider  all 
the  points  made  by  him  as  constitutional  objections  to 
the  bill.”  Now,  sir,  without  further  comment  what 
will  any  liberal  and  candid  man  think  of  this  decla- 
ration? Does  it  not  evince  a spirit  of  unfairness  too 
plain  to  permit  of  a moment’s  misunderstanding  of 
the  spirit  in  which  it  is  made. 

The  gentleman  next  finds  fault  with  the  president 
for  saying,  “I  distinctly  declared  that  my  own  opi- 
nion had  been  uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against 
the  power  of  congress  to  create  a national  bank  to 
operate  perse  over  the  union.”  What  language  would 
the  gentleman  have  the  president  to  make  use  of 
more  expressive  of  his  objections?  He  objects  to  a 
bank  which  of  itself,  through  its  own  inherent  power, 
by  its  very  creation,  can  operate  throughout  the 
union.  I am  sure,  sir,  that  a more  comprehensive 
expression  could  not  be  found.  And  however  much 
we  may  differ  with  the  president  on  the  power  of 
congress  to  establish  a bank,  we  cannot  complain 
that  his  objections  are  clothed  in  ambiguous  lan- 
guage. Whether  the  president  proclaimed  these  opi- 
nions previous  to  his  election,  I shall  examine  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks. 

The  gentleman  has,  in  the  next  place,  made  one  or 
two  small  criticisms,  which  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
notice.  There  is  one,  however,  so  glaringly  unjust 
that  I will  allude  to  it.  He  says  that  the  word  “pub- 
lic” revenue  is  objected  to,  as  being  in  the  title  of  the 
bill,  and  the  gentleman  presumes  that  if  the  word 
private  had  been  used  it  would  have  suited  the  presi- 
dent’s constitutional  objections.  Now,  sir,  the  mes- 
sage makes  no  objection  of  the  kind  stated  by  the 
gentleman;  and  his  presumptions  are  therefore  en- 
tirely gratuitous.  The  house  will  pardon  me  for  al- 
luding to  these  very  small  matters,  but  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  expose  them  as  a proof  of  the  unhappy  tone  and 
temper  with  which  we  have  to  contend. 

Another  criticism  of  the  gentleman  I will  give  in 
his  own  words:  “The  next  objection  was  that  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  did  not  contradict  its  title.” — 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  this  also  a palpable  misre- 
pi'esentation  of  the  message?  The  president  makes 
no  such  objection,  and  I will  not  insult  this  house  by 
referring  them  to  his  message  now  before  us.  I will 
merely  say  that  I think  this  captious  and  fault-find- 
ing spirit  is  too  plainly  manifested  to  effect  the  object 
which  the  gentleman  seems  so  anxious  to  accom- 
plish. The  plainest  man  in  the  land  will,  when  com- 
paring his  speech  with  the  message,  immediately  de- 
tect the  errors  into  which  he  has  been  led  by  the  bit- 
terness of  his  enmity  towards  the  object  of  this  at- 
tack. 

The  gentleman  sneers  at  that  portion  of  the  mes- 
sage which  says  “that,  from  the  unusual  press  of  im- 
portant business  on  the  attention  of  the  executive,  he 
has  not  been  allowed  time  for  mature  reflection  on 
so  important  a subject  as  the  establishment  of  a fis- 
cal agent  of  the  government — called  unexpectedly 
upon,  as  the  executive  had  been,  to  assume  the  high 
responsibilities  of  his  office,  by  the  death  of  his  la- 
mented predecessor.”  Now,  sir,  do  we  not  all  know 
this  statement  of  the  president  to  be  true?  Has  he 
had  time  to  mature  a plan?  Has  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  giving  us  his  views  in  detail?  Has  he  not  been 
surrounded  with  innumerable  difficulties?  Measures 
of  the  most  vital  importance  have  been  passed  by 
congress,  and  submitted  to  his  consideration— the 
threatening  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations  weighing 
on  his  mind — our  border  difficulties,  a source  of  much 
anxiety — constant  calls  upon  his  time  by  the  hun- 
dreds daily  thronging  the  presidential  mansion — di- 
plomatic appointments  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
make,  and  the  necessity  of  forming  correct  opinions 
of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  gentlemen 
presented  to  his  consideration  as  suitable  persons  to 
represent  our  government  abroad — the  most  impor- 
tant offices  to  fill  at  home — the  anxieties  attendant 
upon  our  Indian  relations,  and  especially  that  unfor- 
tunate Florida  war — and  the  pressing  necessity  of 
placing  the  country  in  a proper  state  of  defence.— 
Sir,  I point  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  the  nu- 
merous messages  from  the  executive  which  have 
been  received  by  both  houses  of  congress  during  this 
session,  in  proof  of  the  herculean  labors  which  have 
devolved  upon  the  executive;  and  then,  surely,  the 
gentleman  will  cease  to  sneer  at  the  declaration  of  a 
want  of  time,  especially  if  he  will  divest  himself  for 
moment  of  his  personal  feelings,  and  calmly  consider 
the  great  importance  of  the  questions  involved  in  this 
subject  of  the  establishment  of  a fiscal  agent  of  the 
government. 
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The  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  president  objects  | 
to  the  feature  of  the  bill  which,  in  his  opinion,  au-  1 
thorises  local  discounts;  and  then  triumphantly  turns 
to  the  projet  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, which  authorises  the  same  thing,  and  charges 
the  president  with  inconsistency — avowing,  as  the 
gentleman  does,  that  the  plan  emanating  from  the 
secretary  was  approved  by  the  president.  Now,  sir, 

1 deny  that  the  details  of  the  plan  submitted  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  ever  were  approved  by  the 
president,  and  I call  upon  the  gentleman  for  proof  of 
his  assertion.  But  admitting,  for  argument’s  sake, 
that  it  was  submitted  to  and  approved  of  by  the  pre- 
sident, and  taking  the  gentleman’s  statement  that  it 
was  a national  bank  with  all  the  powers  necessary  to 
such  an  institution — to  deal  in  exchanges,  foreign  and 
domestic — to  discount  local  paper,  &c.  I ask  the 
gentleman  why  that  plan  was  immediately  rejected? 
Why  was  it  pronounced  a “poor  rickety  affair?” — 
Why,  if  you  were  so  anxious  for  a bank,  did  you  not 
at  once  accept  of  this  plan?  It  had,  you  confess,  all 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  a national  bank.  The 
gentleman  may  say  that  it  required  the  assent  of  the 
states  to  establish  branches,  and  therefore  was  ob- 
jectionable. Well,  sir,  so  did  the  first  bank  bill  you 
passed.  But  it  may  be  said  that  it  only  asked  con- 
sent by  indirection,  or  that  it  merely  seemed  to  ask 
the  consent  of  the  states,  but  in  reality  asserted  the 
power  of  congress  to  establish  branches.  Then,  sir, 
it  was  no  compromise,  as  you  have  again  and  again  as- 
serted it  to  be.  It  did  not  unconditionally  require 
the  assent  of  the  states,  and  therefore  did  not  meet 
the  president’s  objection;  so  that,  take  the  question  in 
either  light,  the  gentleman  is  at  fault  in  his  charges. 
Sir,  he  can  give  us,  if  he  will,  the  reason  for  reject- 
ing the  projet  of  the  secretary,  and  for  pressing  these 
two  bank  bills  on  the  president  with  so  much  haste. 

The  first  bill  that  passed  all  acknowledged  to  be  a 
most  contemptible  affair.  I voted  for  it  reluctantly. 
Several  of  the  most  prominent  whigs  in  this  house 
voted  against  it.  Not  a single  one  approved  of 
the  bill.  I can  well  understand,  sir,  how  unwill- 
ing its  framers  were  to  make  an  issue  on  the  fate  of 
that  bill.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  frame  ano- 
ther. And  even  before  it  went  to  the  executive,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  predicted  confidently  that  it 
would  be  vetoed.  He  openly  avowed  this  opinion  on 
the  floor;  and  said  that  when  the  veto  came,  he,  for 
one,  would  speak  freely  of  the  president’s  course. — 
And,  sir,  he  has  done  so  to-day.  But  how  came  that 
gentleman  to  know  that  the  president  would  veto  the  j 
bill?  He  appears,  sir,  to  be  in  the  secrets  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. Or,  did  he  know  that  the  bill  was  so  palpa- 
bly objectionable,  that  it  could  not  but  be  vetoed? — 
Or,  sir,  was  it  framed  with  a view  of  “heading”  the 
president?  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  will  not  dispel  the 
mystery  hanging  over  all  this  bank  business,  I will. 
The  whole  session  has  been  passed  in  “president- 
making.” I told  you  so  a few  days  since.  I tell  you 
so  again.  And  I repeat  that,  from  the  first  meeting 
of  congress  up  to  this  hour,  there  has  been  a deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen  to  create  an 
issue  with  the  president.  His  constitutional  scru- 
ples, well  known  and  openly  avowed,  have  been 
sneered  at,  and,  under  the  pretext  of  avoiding  them, 
the  most  absurd  and  evasive  propositions  have  been 
presented  to  him,  with  a full  knowledge  that  they 
could  not  receive  his  sanction.  In  the  expressive 
language  of  the  gentleman,  there  has  been  every 
means  used  to  “head  him” — to  make  him  sign  a bill 
which  neither  his  conscience  nor  judgment  approved, 
and  thereby  to  violate  all  his  long  cherished  princi- 
ples, and  subject  himself  to  the  scorn  of  the  good  and 
virtuous,  or,  by  refusing  his  assent,  to  become  an  ob- 
ject of  abuse  and  misrepresentation  for  those  who 
hate  him,  and  look  upon  him  as  standing  between 
them  and  the  objects  of  their  ambition.  Why,  sir, 
even  this  day,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  when 
speaking  of  the  president,  proclaimed  as  his  motto, 
“head  him,  or  die.”  It  evinces  the  inveteracy  of  his 
opposition.  He  may  choose  what  motto  he  pleases. 

I admire  neither  the  inscription  on  his  banner  nor 
the  object  for  which  he  struggles.  I tell  the  gentle- 
man, “beware  of  the  people!”  They  fought  under 
no  such  banner  during  the  late  contest.  They,  sir, 
are  not  willing  that,  while  you  play  this  desperate 
political  game,  their  interests,  their  principles,  their 
honesty  of  purpose,  shall  be  sacrificed  or  forgotten 
in  the  heartless  schemings  of  ambition.  They  did 
not  send  us  here,  sir,  to  plot  and  counterplot— to  mine 
and  countermine — for  political  purposes.  They  did 
not  send  us  here  to  pass  our  time  in  concocting 
schemes  to  “head”  the  president.  And  I think  when 
we  return  home  they  will  inform  us  that  it  is  not  a 
fitting  employment  for  legislators  and  statesmen.  I 
know,  sir,  that  it  is  difficult  for  the  people  to  under- 
stand the  under-currents  of  legislation;  but  having  un- 
shaken faith  in  their  deliberate  judgment,  I fear  not 
their  verdict  on  the  matters  now  agitating  and  excit- 
ing the  nation. 


I I,  sir,  have  but  one  object  in  view — a sincere  de- 
! sire  to  perform  my  duty,  to  do  justice  to  the  presi- 
] dent,  to  maintain  the  principles  for  which  I have 
contended  from  the  days  of  my  boyhood,  to  produce 
harmony  and  union  amongst  those  with  whom  I have 
so  long  been  associated,  and  to  inculcate  concession 
and  forbearance  in  lieu  of  the  unfortunate  spirit  of 
strife  and  enmity  now  so  lamentably  palpable.  I 
shall,  therefore,  give  briefly  what  I conceive  to  be  an 
analysis  of  the  message  now  before  us.  The  presi- 
dent says  that  he  cannot  conscientiously  approve  of 
the  bill,  violating,  as  he  believes  he  does,  the  consti- 
tution which  he  has  sworn  “to  protect,  preserve  and 
defend.” 

Admitting  that  the  veto  power  ought  to  be  exercised 
with  great  caution,  and  as  a “conservative  power,” 
yet  the  president  justly  says  that  no  alternative  is  left 
to  him,  if  the  bill  presented  is  to  his  mind  clearly  vio- 
lative of  the  constitution. 

He  considers  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States  as 
the  “embodied  and  written  will  of  the  whole  people,” 
unanimously  adopted,  and  prescribing  to  the  public 
functionaries  imperative  duties. 

He  considers  that  this  bill  which  professes  to  es- 
tablish an  agent  of  the  government  purely  national, 
grants  powers  not  required  for  the  operations  of  the 
government,  and  at  war  with  the  constitution.  He 
objects  to  the  power  granted  of  making  local  dis- 
counts as  unnecessary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
government,  and  as  subjecting  the  public  funds  to 
loss,  and  to  improper  uses  by  the  officers  of  the  insti- 
tution. He  contends  that  the  permission  to  deal  in 
exchanges  without  limitation,  on  time  unlimited, 
with  power  of  renewability  unchecked,  and  at  rates 
of  interest  unrestrained,  are  powers  improper  to  be 
granted,  and  liable  to  be  grossly  abused,  not  only 
injuriously  to  the  government,  but  to  the  people. 
He  contends  that  the  power  to  deal  in  this  kind  of 
exchange  is  obnoxious  to  all  the  objections  made  to 
local  discounts.  He  denies  the  power  assumed  by 
congress  to  invest  a local  institution  with  general  or 
national  powers.  He  contends  that,  under  this  bill, 
fictitious  bills  of  exchange  can  be  drawn  without  limit, 
whereas  all  operations  in  exchange  ought  to  be  based 
upon  a real  and  substantial  basis;  in  other  words,  he  is 
in  favor  of  confining  the  operations  of  the  institution 
to  true  business  transactions. 

He  considers  that  the  bill  would  have  a tendency  to 
postpone  indefinitely  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks.  He  contends  that  an  institution 
j which  is  to  continue  in  operation  for  twenty  years, 
and  enjoy  exclusive  privileges,  the  powers  granted  to 
which  are  irrevocable,  ought  not  to  be  thus  liable 
to  objection,  and  that  it  would  be  over  hazardous  to 
pass  such  a hill  into  a law. 

The  president  regrets  the  differences  of  opinion 
existing,  suggests  that  the  matter  be  postponed,  and 
says  that,  at  the  regular  meeting  of  congress  in  De- 
cember next,  it  will  be  his  duty,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, to  recommend  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  and  expedient.  These,  I believe,  are  the 
leading  points  in  the  message;  and,  sir,  I have  no 
doubt  hut  that  the  president,  through  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  will,  at  our  next  meeting,  present  a 
plan  which,  avoiding  constitutional  objections,  will 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  government,  regulate, 
incidentally  the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  receive 
the  sanction  of  congress.  But,  sir,  if  the  spirit  mani- 
fested here  to-day  is  fostered  and  encouraged — if, 
instead  of  courtesy  and  kindness,  we  are  to  hear 
taunts  and  threats  and  denunciation — I give  up  all 
hope  of  good  resulting  from  the  late  contest  and  vic- 
tory so  hardly  achieved.  I consider,  sir,  the  speech 
delivered  this  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as 
calculated  to  do  much  mischief  by  its  excessive  vio- 
lence and  personal  allusions.  And  even  a concilia- 
tory language  used  by  the  executive  has  been  mis- 
represented and  scoffed  at;  and  the  gentleman,  al- 
luding to  it,  says  that  the  president  whiningly  asks 
of  congress  “compassion  and  forgiveness.”  Sir, 
there  is  no  such  language  made  use  of  in  the  message; 
the  gentleman  must  know  this.  There  is  nothing 
approaching  it.  Then  why  attribute  to  the  president 
such  humiliating  conduct?  It  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  extremely  reprehensible  and  grossly  unjust,  as 
tending  to  place  the  executive  in  a false  position  be- 
fore the  country.  The  gentleman  must  know  that 
thousands  who  peruse  his  remarks  will  imbibe  from 
them  false  impressions,  and  surely  he  could  not  wish 
that. 

I shall  now  proceed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  investigate 
the  charges  of  a personal  character  made  by  the 
gentleman,  regretting  sincerely  the  necessity  I am 
under  of  engaging  in  such  unprofitable  discussion. 

I wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  and  of  the 
country  to  one  particular  feature  of  the  charge  of 
perfidy  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  pre- 
ferred against  the  president.  He  says  that  this  is 
not  the  first  time  that  John  Tyler  has  been  thus 
charged,  and  the  charge  proven.  He  says  that  John 


Tyler  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
in  1827,  over  John  Randolph,  by  an  act  of  perfidy. 

I will  not  stop,  sir,  to  defend  the  legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia from  this  odious  imputation  on  their  honor;  I leave 
that  to  its  honorable  representatives  of  both  parties. 
The  gentleman’s  colleague  (Mr.  Gilmer)  has  alrea- 
dy expressed  his  indignant  disbelief  of  the  assertion. 
But,  sir,  what  must  we  think  of  the  open  declara- 
tion made  on  this  floor  by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Botts) 
that  he,  having  been  benefitted  politically  by  ther 
treason,  ought  not  to  complain  of  the  traitor?  Sir, 
this  is  a startling,  an  astonishing  avowal  of  a strange 
species  of  political  morality.  Have  we  not  fallen 
on  evil  times,  when  such  an  admission  can  be  openly 
made  in  an  American  house  of  representatives? 
What,  sir,  the  beneficiary  of  treachery'  and  treason 
announcing  to  the  world  that  treason,  and  openly  ad- 
mitting that  he  ought  not  to  complain,  because  the 
political  benefits  derived  from  that  treachery  inured 
to  himself  and  his  party!  Sir,  however  much  I must 
regret  to  hear  such  language  made  use  of  in  this 
house,  still,  if  it  is  to  be  used,  I am  glad  that  it  has 
been  done  in  this  open  manner.  It  carries  upon  its 
face  a refutation.  The  avowal  of  the  gentleman  is 
“per  se”  sufficient  to  put  the  country  on  its  guard 
against  this  and  similar  charges.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
read  us  an  extract  from  a pamphlet  to  prove  this  al- 
legation, but  he  favored  us  not  with  the  name  of  the 
| author.  It  may  be  that  it  is  one  of  those  anonymous 
productions  of  party  malignity  or  personal  pique  so 
I often  spit  into  the  arena  by  disappointed  aspirants  for 
place  • and  power.  A pamphlet,  sir,  is  the  gentle- 
j man’s  evidences  against  John  Tyler,  who  has  been 
! in  political  life  for  thirty  years,  and  who  has  filled 
i all  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  native  state 
and  of  the  nation.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  can  find 
pamphlets,  and  letters,  and  newspaper  productions 
charging  General  Washington  with  cowardice  and 
i treachery,  Jefferson  with  corruption  and  perfidy,  and 
our  beloved  Harrison  with  defalcation,  and  treason, 
and  base  poltroonery.  And  does  not  every  honor- 
able man  look  upon  these  vile  effusions  with  loath- 
ing and  contempt  unutterable?  But,  sir,  I shall  now 
call  upon  the  gentleman  to  explain  to  the  country 
i how  it  is  that  he  has  been  the  constant,  warm 
and  ardent  supporter  of  John  Tyler,  ever  since  the 
j act  of  treachery  which  he  says  was  perpetrated  in 
1827?  I say,  sir,  that  the  gentleman,  when  a mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  voted  for  John 
Tyler  for  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  long  after 
this  act  of  perfidy,  as  the  gentleman  now  avers,  had 
i been  proven. 

[A  voice  here  exclaimed,  “Is  it  possible?”] 

Mr.  Proffit  continued.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  possible; 
the  gentleman  did  vote  for  John  Tyler  for  the  senate 
of  die  United  States.  He  can  deny  it  if  I misrepre- 
sent him.  He  used  every  exertion  to  secure  the 
election  of  that  man,  who,  as  he  now  says,  was  guil- 
ty of  perfidy  years  before.  And,  sir,  this  is  not  all. 
The  gentleman  voted  for  John  Tyler  as  vice  presi- 
dent at  the  late  election.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
active  and  efficient  supporters  of  the  man,  who,  in 
1827,  as  he  now  asserts,  was  guilty  of  treachery. — 
But  I have  not  yet  done  with  the  gentleman.  He  was 
a prominent  member  of  the  whig  central  committee; 
composed  of  members  of  congress;  which  committee, 
upon  more  than  one  occasion, vouched  for  the  purity  of 
the  characters  of  Gen.  Harrison  and  John  Tyler.  Sir, 
if  he  knew  of  John  Tyler’s  perfidy,  he  is  responsible 
to  this  nation  for  not  avowing  that  knowledge  pre- 
vious to  the  election;  and,  sir,  he  has  been  faithless 
to  his  trust  in  suffering  John  Tyler’s  name  to  stand 
inscribed  upon  the  whig  banner  as  one  without  spot 
and  without  blemish.  But  I have  still  another  evi- 
dence to  rebut  the  gentleman’s  charge  of  perfidy, 
and  that  evidence  has  been  furnished  by  himself  to- 
day. He  read  to  this  house  a letter  addressed  by  him 
to  the  president,  marked  “private  and  confidential,” 
in  which  letterhe  expresses  feelings  of  friendship  and 
sentiments  of  regard  towards  him.  It  was  written, 
sir,  during  the  time  the  first  bank  bill  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  executive.  He  informs  the  presi- 
dent in  that  letter  that  if  he  vetoed  the  bank  bill  the 
cabinet  would  immediately  resign,  and  that  he  (the  presi- 
dent) could  not  f min  another  from  the  whi"  ranks.  If 
sir,  the  gentleman  really  believed  the  president  ca- 
pable of  perfidy,  how  comes  it  that  he  is  in  private 
and  confidential  correspondence  with  him  within  the 
last  four  weeks?  What  becomes  of  his  professions  of 
friendship  voluntarily  made  public  in  this  house? 
Sir,  the  country  will  judge  of  these  charges,  and  of 
the  spirit  which  actuates  him  who  makes  them.  But 
another  feature  in  this  matter  has  been  exposed  by 
the  gentleman.  He  tells  the  president  in  his  letter, 
thus  fortunately  given  to  the  public,  “that  if  he 
vetoes  the  bank  bill  his  cabinet  will  immediately  re- 
sign, and  that  he  cannot  form  another  from  the  whip- 
party.” 

Now  what  becomes  of  the  charge  made  in  this 
house  and  in  the  other  end  of  the  capitol,  and  in  the 
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public,  press,  that  a cabal  was  here  formed,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  break  up  the  whig  party,  dissolve 
the  cabinet,  &c.?  It  appears,  sir,  by  the  gentleman’s 
own  letter,  that  the  scheme  of  dissolving  the  cabinet 
is  one  agreed  upon  by  himself  and  his  friends;  and 
not  only  that,  but  that  the  president  shall  be  pre- 
vented from  forming  a new  one  composed  of  whigs. 
And  now,  sir,  who  constitute  the  cabal?  Who  is  it 
that  charges  the  president  with  a desire  to  form  a 
coalition  witli  the  opposition  party,  and  yet  openly 
avows  that  a new  cabinet  could  not  be  formed  of 
gentlemen  of  the  whig  party?  Can  it  be  possible, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  a plan  is  determined  on  to  compel 
the  president  to  call  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  into 
his  cabinet,  that  an  opportunity  may  be  afforded  for 
denouncing  him,  and  thus  to  add  to  the  gross  injus- 
tice already  done  to  his  motives  and  actions?  If  so, 
I tell  gentlemen  their  scheming  will  fail.  They  can- 
not drive  the  president  from  his  determination  to 
maintain  his  position,  and  in  purity  and  honesty  to 
administer  the  government  upon  the  principles  on 
which  he  came  into  power. 

Having  thus  hastily  glanced,  sir,  at  the  relative  po- 
sitions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  I call  upon  the  gentleman 
for  his  proofs  of  the  charge  of  perfidy.  Proof,  sir,  I 
demand,  in  the  name  of  justice;  proof  I demand  in 
the  name  of  the  country. 

[Here  Mr.  Botts  said  that  if  Mr.  Proffit  would 
give  him  the  remainder  of  the  time  to  which  Mr.  P. 
was  entitled,  he  would  give  proof.] 

Mr.  Proffit  continued.  No  doubt,  sir,  but  the 
gentleman  would  be  glad  to  take  the  floor  from  me. 
No  doubt  but  he  would  rejoice  that  I should  cease  to 
hold  him  to  proof  of  his  charges.  He  would,  I pre- 
sume, read  us  more  extracts  from  newspapers,  more 
quotations  from  pamphlets.  He,  sir,  has  had  posses- 
sion of  the  floor  for  an  hour,  and  although  he  opened 
with  a declaration  that  he  possessed  undeniable  evi- 
dence, still,  sir,  he  failed  to  present  any  thing  but  a 
pamphlet  and  a quotation  from  the  Richmond  Enqui- 
rer concerning  a dinner  to  Mr.  Giles,  neither  of  which 
approached  the  allegation  of  perfidy.  Sir,  let  the 
gentleman  hand  me  his  proofs  and  I will  read  them 
to  the  house,  and  here,  unprepared  as  I am,  I under- 
take to  refute  them.  Sir,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  against  John  Tyler.  He  was  elected  to  the 
senate  because  the  legislaturc’of  Virginia,  well  know- 
ing his  honesty  and  correct  principles,  believed  that 
he  would  honor  his  native  state  in  the  high  office  to 
which  they  called  him.  He  received  many  votes 
from  those  who  differed  with  him  politically,  but 
that,  sir,  is  proof  of  the  high  character  he  maintained 
even  with  his  political  opponents.  You  and  I,  sir, 
have  received,  when  candidates,  many  votes  from 
those  who  differed  with  us  in  politics.  Did  we  ever 
dream  of  being  charged  on  that  account  with  perfidy? 

Leaving,  then,  the  gentleman  to  reconcile  his  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Tyler  with  his  charge  of  perfidy,  and  also 
to  settle  with  his  own  conscience  for  having  made  the 
charge  unsustained  by  proof,  I proceed  to  notice  ano- 
ther statement  made. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  an  offer  of  support 
was  macle  to  the  president  by  the  opposition  party, 
through  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  if  he,  the  president, 
would  abandon  whig  principles,  and  the  gentleman 
quotes  a letter  from  Mr.  Ritchie  on  the  subject  of  the 
bank  bill.  He  then  proceeds  to  charge  the  president 
with  having  accepted  the  overtures,  and  instances, 
as  proof  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  perfidy  to  his  party,  the  fact 
of  Mr.  Lund  Washington  and  some  dozen  other 
clerks  being  reinstated  in  the  general  land  office,  af- 
ter having  been  dismissed  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  He  says  that  the  clerks  immediately  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  president  and  declared  that 
“although  they  were  hostile  to  General  Harrison  and 
the  principles  of  the  whig  party,  still  they  were  good 
Tyler  men.”  He  says  that,  upon  this  statement, 
they  were  forthwith  reinstated.  Again,  sir,  I call 
upon  him  for  proof.  Give  me  the  proof,  sir,  that  the 
president  reinstated  these  clerks  because  they  were 
7iis  friends. 

[Here  Mr.  Botts  said  he  would,  and  whispered  in 
Mr.  Proffit’s  ear.] 

Mr.  Proffit  continued.  Sir,  the  gentleman  whis- 
pers in  my  ear.  He  loudly  prefers  charges,  and  then 
vihispers  proofs.  Let  the  gentleman  tell  this  house — 
let  him  tell  this  country — not  whisper  to  me,  sir,  what 
the  house  may  think  an  answer  to  my  call.  Sir,  in 
justice  to  the  president  let  him  prove  his  charges  in 
the  face  of  day.  I deny  this  accusation  against  the 
president.  He  never  reinstated  Mr.  Washington  at 
all.  That  gentleman  never  was,  in  truth,  formally 
dismissed.  He  received  notice  that  his  services  would 
be  dispensed  with,  and  he  asked  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office  for  a suspension  of  the  order, 
that  he  might  have  time  for  intercession.  Time  was 
granted  him,  and  the  president  requested  the  commis- 
sioner to  suspend  action  in  the  case  of  the  clerks,  and 
the  commissioner  acceded  to  the  president’s  request ; 


but  he  never  interfered  with  the  authority  of  the  pro- 
per officers  of  the  treasury  department,  and  I refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  commissioner  to  sustain  the 
statement  I have  made.  Now,  sir,  what  becomes  of 
this  charge?  The  gentleman  will  relieve  me  from  an 
unpleasant  situation  by  telling  the  house  what  he 
whispered  to  me.  If  it  be  a secret,  he  ought  not  to 
have  told  me.  If  it  be  not,  let  the  world  know  it. 
Open  charges  should  not  be  made  on  secret  informa- 
tion, and  yet,  sir,  a grave  charge  of  perfidy  to  the 
whig  party  is  based  upon  such  shallow  authority  as 
this. 

I call,  sir,  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  for 
proof  of  another  charge  made  by  him. 

He  says  that  the  president,  “ inspired  by  a mad 
ambition,  and  with  a view  to  secure  his  own  re-elec- 
tion, had  detached  himself  from  his  party  and  his 
friends,  and  thrown  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  op- 
position.” Sir,  where  are  the  evidences  that  the 
president  has  ever  declared  a wish  for  re-election? 
Where  has  he  given  cause  for  the  accusation  that  he 
has  thrown  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  opposition? 
I call  upon  the  gentleman  for  proof.  He  offered  none 
when  on  the  floor;  he  is  silent  now,  sir.  Then  I call 
upon  the  gentlemen  of  the  opposition;  I ask  them,  has 
the  president  ever  made  overtures  to  you  for  support? 
Has  he  ever  made  a proposition  to  you,  either  indivi- 
dually or  as  aparty?  (Numerous  voices  here  answered, 
“Never;  never.”)  No,  sir,  never  has  John  Tyler  for 
one  moment  forgotten  the  principles  on  which  he  was 
elected,  or  his  duty  to  his  country.  The  gentleman 
says  that  he  has  been  visited  by  opposition  members. 
Yes,  sir,  his  house  has  been  as  open  as  his  heart.  He 
has  treated  all  men,  whigs  and  opposition,  with  kind- 
ness, with  courtesy,  with  hospitality;  and  for  this,  he 
is  charged  with  going  over  to  the  opposition.  This 
is  his  sole  offence. 

Show  me,  sir,  where  he  has  abandoned  whig  prin- 
ciples. He  has  sanctioned  the  bill  providing  for  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  the 
loan  bill,  the  revenue  bill,  the  bill  repealing  the  sub- 
treasury law,  the  bankrupt  bill,  the  home  squadron 
bill,  the  fortification  bill,  the  navy  appropriation  bills, 
and  every  other  measure  passed  by  the  majority  here, 
except  the  bank  bill.  He  has  recommended  and 
practised  economy.  In  the  language  of  the  lamented 
Harrison,  he  has  “struck  the  fetters  of  party  from  the 
hands  of  the  office  holders,  and  encouraged  freedom 
of  thought  and  liberty  of  speeeh.”  He  has  appointed 
no  brawling  partisans  of  his  to  office.  He  holds  every 
officer  of  the  government  to  strict  accountability.  No 
defalcation  can  take  place  under  his  searching  inves- 
tigations. The  Florida  war  is,  as  it  were,  closed  un- 
der the  management  of  his  administration.  He  gladly 
takes  upon  himself  all  the  responsibilities  attendant 
on  his  station,  and  recommends  openly  and  plainly 
such  measures  as  he  deems  beneficial  to  the  country. 
No  subterfuge,  no  evasion,  no  scheming  for  a conti- 
nuation of  power,  no  party  presses  supported  from 
the  public  treasure,  no  violations  of  law,  or  attempted 
avoidance  of  it;  and  yet,  sir,  he  is  accused  of  aban- 
doning whig  principles,  because  he  conscientiously 
differs  with  congress  on  the  character  of  a fiscal  agent 
of  the  government,  yet  assuring  us  of  his  anxious 
wish  to  establish  an  agent  which  will  meet  the  wants 
of  the  nation.  I say,  sir,  that  the  president  feels  as 
deeply  and  sincerely  on  this  subiect  as  any  member 
on  this  floor. 

[Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  asked  Mr.  P.  if  he 
would  tell  the  house  what  the  president  was  in  favor 
of.] 

Mr.  Proffit  said:  I,  sir,  am  not  authorised  to 
speak  for  the  executive.  I do  not  pretend  to  be  an 
exponent  of  his  particular  views;  but,  sir,  if  I under- 
stand them,  he  is  in  favor  of  a fiscal  institution  having 
for  its  object  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  and  which  shall  be 
free  from  all  constitutional  objection.  I hope,  sir, 
that  this  explanation  is  satisfactory  to  my  friend  from 
Kentucky.  (Great  laughter.) 

[Mr.  Botts  asked  Mr.  P.  for  the  proof.] 

Mr.  Proffit.  I,  sir,  am  better  prepared  than  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  I refer  him  to  the  message 
of  the  president;  there  he  will  find  his  opinions  openly 
avowed.  And,  sir,  it  is  identically  the  language  used 
by  Gen.  Harrison  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  to 
which  I referred  some  days  since,  and,  should  I have 
time,  will  again  refresh  the  memory  of  the  house  by 
quoting. 

If  the  gentleman  from  Virginta  is  at  a loss  for  proof 
for  this  charge  I will  proceed  to  another,  and  it  may 
be  that  he  will  be  better  fortified  on  his  next  point. 

He  says  that  a similar  charge  of  treachery  was 
preferred  against  Mr.  Tyler  some  three  years  since, 
and  so  unpopular  did  it  render  him  that  he  could  not 
have  obtained  a nomination  for  the  most  inferior  office 
in  the  state;  and  in  confirmation  of  this  he  states  that 
the  Virginia  delegation  at  the  Harrisburg  convention 
did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Tyler.  Now,  sir,  every  person 


on  this  floor  knows  that  he  was  nominated  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  that  body,  not  only  without  any 
wish  on  his  part;  but  in  direct  opposition  to  his  ex- 
pressed wishes  and  remonstrances — the  Virginia  de- 
legation, out  of  motives  of  delicacy,  remaining  silent 
on  the  subject.  The  gentleman  says  that  “the  Vir- 
ginia delegation  could  not  go  back  and  tell  the  people 
they  voted  for  such  a man.”  And  yet,  sir,  Virginia 
responded  to  it  nobly,  enthusiastically.  John  Tyler’s 
name  was  echoed  in  praise  by  every  whig,  and  even 
his  political  adversaries  spoke  of  him  with  respect. 
And,  sir,  such  a man  was  supported  warmly  by  this 
very  gentleman,  who  has  now  so  many  charges  of 
perfidy  to  prefer,  and  that  people,  who  would  not 
vote  for  him  for  the  most  insignificant  office,  as  he 
asserts,  voted  for  him  for  vice  president  of  the  United 
States.  Wait,  sir,  until  the  gentleman’s  speech 
reaches  Virginia,  and  you  will  receive  an  indignant 
denial  of  this  charge  from  the  Barbours,  the  Leighs, 
and  other  noble  sons  of  Virginia  who  represented 
that  patriotic  state  in  the  convention  at  Harrisburg. 
You  will  see,  sir,  whether  the  thousands  who  voted 
for  John  Tyler  for  vice  president  considered  him  the 
perfidious  traitor  the  gentleman  seems  to  intimate. 
But,  sir,  I am  unwilling  to  do  the  gentleman  injustice. 
If  he  has  any  semblance  of  proof  to  sustain  this  charge, 

I will  pause  to  receive  it.  If  there  be  none,  I pass 
on  to  examine  some  other  of  his  statements. 

The  next  is  rather  an  insignificant  one,  but  it  will 
serve  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  the  system  of 
warfare  urged  upou  the  president.  The  gentleman 
says  that  the  president  during  the  canvass  avowed 
sentiments  totally  different  from  those  now  entertained 
by  him,  and  that  a letter  proving  the  fact  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  a member  of  this  house,  and  ready 
to  be  produced.  Sir,  I was  happy  to  hear  this.  It 
looked  like  fairness.  I waited  anxiously  to  see  that 
letter,  and  was  certain  that  it  would  be  forthcoming, 
particularly  as  it  was  in  the  house  when  the  gentle- 
man was  speaking.  But,  sir,  it  was  not  produced. 
Now,  sir,  I demand  that  the  letter  be  read:  Is  it  in 

the  possession  of  the  gentleman?  Who  has  it?  What, 
all  mute?  The  letter  on  this  floor,  sir,  and  yet,  when 
challenged  to  produce  it,  a guarded  silence  reigns 
among  those  so  clamorous  in  charges!  Well,  sir,  the 
honest  people  of  this  country  must  judge  of  these 
things. 

The  president  is  charged,  sir,  with  a desire  to  pos- 
sess not  only  the  sword  of  this  nation,  but  also  the 
purse.  That  is  to  say,  he  wishes  to  combine  in  him- 
self powers  inimical  to  the  free  institutions  of  the 
republic.  This  charge  is  based  upon  the  fact  that, 
by  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  the  custody  of 
the  public  moneys  is  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
States,  no  bank  bill  having  become  a law.  The  pre- 
sident is  accused  of  having  signed  the  bill  repealing 
the  independent  treasury  law  and  of  having  vetoed 
the  bank  bill  with  a view  of  obtaining  the  custody  of 
the  public  money.  Sir,  what  an  absurd  accusation 
is  this?  First,  your  public  purse  is  empty;  the  govern- 
ment has  scarcely  money  enough  to  pay  the  calls 
daily  made  upon  it;  and  as  for  the  sw'ord,  we  all  know 
that  the  president  cannot  call  a single  man  into  ser- 
vice without  authority  from  congress.  But  since  this 
matter  has  been  broached,  I,  sir,  will  give  the  causes 
which  led  to  this  state  of  things. 

Immediately  on  arriving  at  Washington  a deter- 
mination was  evinced  to  repeal  the  sub-treasury  bill 
at  the  earliest  day.  The  distinguished  senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  introduced  a bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  was  hurried  through  the  senate  with  an 
avowal  that  it  must  go  to  the  president  and  receive 
his  sanction  on  the  fourth  day  of  July — the  very  day 
on  which  the  bill  to  be  repealed  received  the  signa^ 
ture  of  the  late  executive.  It  came  to  this  house,  and 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means; 
but  on  the  next  day  it  was  perceived  that  a blunder 
had  been  committed,  and  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  fi- 
nance committee.  There,  sir.  it  remained  for  weeks; 
the  fourth  of  July  passed,  but  not  a word  was  said 
about  the  bill.  A sudden  change  had  taken  place  in 
opinions.  There  was  a rumor  that  the  bank  bill  of 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  would  not  receive  the  ex- 
ecutive approval.  The  managers  went  to  work,  and 
shortly  afterwards  we  were  informed  that  the  repeal 
of  the  sub- treasury  bill  was  to  be  tacked  on  to  the 
bank  bill,  so  as  to  send  both  to  the  president  at  once, 
and  force  him  to  veto  both  together.  This,  sir,  was 
a political  move.  Despising  subterfuge  and  unfair- 
ness as  I do,  sir,  and  as  I have  always  done,  and 
scorning  indirect  legislation,  I called  upon  the  chair- 
man of  the  finance  committee,  on  at  least  a dozen 
different  occasions,  for  his  reasons  for  withholding 
the  bill.  The  public  press  commenced  commenting 
on  the  unfairness  of  the  procedure,  and  at  last  it 
made  a reluctant  appearance  in  the  house,  but  was 
laid  upon  the  table.  Still  the  fate  of  the  bank  bill 
was  undecided.  The  bankrupt  bill  was  taken  up  and 
discussed,  evidently  in  a dilatory  manner,  as  giving, 
time  to  operate  upon  other  measures.  One  morning 
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■you  decided  that  it  would  be  very  improper  to  take 
it  out  of  committee  of  the  whole  the  next  day  at  four 
o’clock.  The  next  morning,  at  ten,  you  decided  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  end  the  discussion  at  four 
o’clock  of  that  day.  At  half  past  eleven  you  again 
decided  that  it  would  be  improper  to  take  the  bill  out 
of  committee  at  four  o’clock.  Suddenly  a motion 
was  made  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  and  take  up  the  bill  repealing  the  sub-trea- 
sury law.  The  “previous  question”  was  speedily 
called,  the  bill  passed  under  its  operation,  and  then 
we  heard  the  exulting  cry,  “we  have  the  president 
fastened  now;  he  cannot  veto  the  bank  bill  and  sign 
the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury;  that  will  leave  the 
public  money  under  his  control,  and  we  will  charge 
him  with  having  in  view  that  object.”  Well,  sir,  the 
bank  bill  has  been  vetoed,  and  the  result  is  as  antici- 
pated. You  now  talk  about  “union  of  purse  and 
sword,”  declaim  about  monarchical  powers,  and  ac- 
cuse the  president  of  being  the  cause  of  a state  of 
things  which  your  legislation  produced,  and  purpose- 
ly aimed  at. 

Think  you,  sir,  that  this  shallow  harlequinade,  this 
political  wire-working,  will  deceive  the  people? — 
Think  you  that  their  good  sense  can  be  imposed  upon 
by  such  juggling  artifice?  No,  sir;  your  pretty  affec- 
tation of  fear  of  power,  your  well-set  declamation, 
your  tinsel  talk  about  purse  and  sword,  all  will  fail 
you  before  the  keen  eye  of  an  intelligent  constituen- 
cy. So  much  for  this  charge;  and  really,  sir,  I am 
fatigued  with  following  the  tortuous  maze  of  incon- 
sistencies in  which  gentlemen  involve  themselves  by 
their  attempts  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  by  allega- 
tions and  insinuations  and  presumptions  against  the 
executive.  I have,  I believe,  answered  the  promi- 
nent charges  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

I shall  not  notice  his  remarks  about  the  conversations 
he  has  had  with  the  president,  on  steamboats  and  at 
private  interviews.  I could  make  many  important 
developments  if  I would  repeat  what  I have  heard 
out  of  this  house.  But,  sir,  I never  refer  to  private 
conversations.  I consider  it  improper,  as  tending  to 
lower  the  character  of  our  public  debates. 

On  a former  occasion,  sir,  I took  some  pains  to 
portray  correctly  the  principles  of  the  whig  party,  as 
avowed  previous  to  the  late  election.  I traced  the 
opinions  of  General  Harrison  on  the  subject  of  a 
bank  from  1822  to  November,  1839;  and  I gave  ex- 
tracts from  his  letters,  circulars  and  speeches,  all 
going  to  prove  that  he  considered  the  question  of  the 
constitutionality  of  a national  bank  as  an  open  ques- 
tion; and  that  his  own  convictions  were,  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  a bank  was  unconstitutional,  “unless 
it  was  necessary  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money;”  and  I will  again 
quote  a short  passage  of  his  letter  to  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, when  speaking  of  a bank: 

“The  question,  then,  for  me  to  answer  is,  whether, 
under  the  circumstances  you  state,  if  elected  to  the 
office  of  president,  I would  sign  an  act  to  charter 
another  bank.  I answer,  I would,  if  it  were  dearly 
ascertained  that  the  public  interest,  in  relation  to  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  would 
materially  suffer  without  one,  and  there  were  une- 
quivocal manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  its  favor. 

I think,  however,  the  experiment  should  be  fairly 
tried,  to  ascertain  whether  the  financial  operations  of 
the  government  cannot  be  as  well  carried  on  without 
the  aid  of  a national  bank.  If  it  is  not  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  one  can 
be  constitutionally  chartered.  There  is  no  construc- 
tion which  I can  give  the  constitution  which  would  mo- 
tliorise  it,  on  the  ground  of  affording  facilities  to  commerce. 
The  measure,  if  adopted,  must  have  for  its  object  the 
carrying  into  effect  (facilitating,  at  least,  the  exer- 
cise of)  some  one  of  the  powers  positively  granted  to 
the  general  government.  If  others  flow  from  it,  pro- 
ducing equal  or  greater  advantages  to  the  nation,  so 
much  the  better;  but  these  cannot  be  made  the  ground  for 
justifying  a recourse  to  it. 

“The  excitement  which  has  been  produced  by  the 
bank  question,  the  number  and  respectability  of  those 
who  deny  the  right  to  congress  to  charter  one, 
strongly  recommend  the  course  above  suggested.” 

Again,  sir,  in  his  Dayton  speech,  made  September 
10,  1840,  he  said: 

“My  opinion  of  the  power  of  congress  to  charter  a 
national  bank  remains  unchanged.  There  is  not  in 
the  constitution  any  express  grant  of  power  for  such 
purpose,  and  it  could  never  be  constitutional  to  exer- 
cise that  power  save  in  the  event  the  powers  granted 
to  congress  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without 
resorting  to  such  an  institution.  Mr.  Madison  signed 
the  law  creating  a national  bank  because  he  thought 
that  the  revenues  of  the  country  could  not  be  collect- 
ed or  disbursed  to  the  best  advantage  without  the  in- 
terposition of  such  an  establishment.  I said,  in  my 
letter  to  Sherrod  Williams,  that,  if  it  was  plain  that 
the  revenues  of  the  union  could  only  be  collected 
and  disbursed  in  the  most  effectual  way  by  means  of 


a bank,  and  if  I was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States  desired  such 
an  institution,  then,  and  then  only,  would  I sign  a bill 
going  to  charier  a bank." 

I ask,  sir,  the  excuse  of  the  house  for  again  citing 
them  to  these  opinions;  but  really  there  is  such  an 
evident  attempt  to  mystify  and  mislead  the  public 
mind  that  I think  it  proper  to  place  the  declarations 
of  Gen.  Harrison,  under  which  he  was  elected,  pro- 
minently before  the  people. 

I alluded  also  to  the  same  expression  of  opinion  as 
having  been  made  by  very  many  prominent  and  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  of  the  whig  party  during  the 
late  contest.  Since  then,  sir,  other  evidence  has 
come  to  light,  and  I will  give  you  a letter  written  by 
Mr.  Ewing,  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  published  previous  to  the  election.  It  goes  to 
prove  that  even  he  did  not  wish  to  make  the  question 
of  a bank  an  open  issue  at  the  late  canvass. 

From  the  Marietta  Intelligencer  (Whig)  of July  30, 1840. 

Lancaster,  July  18,  1840. 

Mr  dear  sir:  On  my  return  from  Columbus  this 
evening,  I received  your  letter  informing  me  that  it 
was  asserted  at  a public  meeting  in  Washington 
county  that,  in  a speech  at  Philadelphia,  I had  said 
the  true  question  between  the  parties  was  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  you,  from  a knowledge  of 
the  real  question  and  of  me,  had  contradicted  the  as- 
sertion. In  this,  of  course,  you  were  perfectly  safe. 

I made  no  such  statement,  but  the  very  contrary.  I 
avowed  that  the  true  question  was  and  is  the  restric- 
tion or  extension  of  executive  power.  That  its  encroach- 
ments, open  and  covert,  were  of  the  most  alarming 
nature,  and  if  not  resisted  must  end  in  the  subjection 
of  all  that  is  valued  in  the  republican  principles  of 
our  government;  and  that  a gorgeous  monarchy,  in 
effect,  if  not  in  name,  must  rise  on  its  ruins.  I said 
that  our  opponents  were  attempting  to  make  the 
question  of  a batik  the  issue  between  the  parties.  I 
spoke  of  the  impudence  and  absurdity  of  the  attempt. 
That  abank  was  not,  and  never  had  been,  considered 
by  us  any  thing  more  than  a mere  matter  of  conve- 
nience— a useful  article  of  furniture  in  our  noble  edi- 
fice. That  our  opponents  were  gravely  raising  and 
debating  the  question  whether  this  article  of  furni- 
ture was  convenient  or  necessary — whether  we  should 
have  a table  or  a settee  standing  in  our  halls,  while 
their  suppers  and  miners  were  at  work  tumbling  its 
walls  and  columns  about  our  ears.  This,  with  am- 
plification and  illustration,  is  the  substance  of  what 
I said  touching  that  particular  object.  You  perceive, 
therefore,  that  you  did  not  mistake  my  opinions  or 
my  language.  ***** 

Your  sincere  friend,  T.  EWING. 

L.  D.  Barker,  esq. 

This,  sir,  shows  you  that  the  issue  was  avoided 
even  by  many  of  the  most  ultra  whigs. 

On  the  occasion  alluded  to,  I gave  the  recorded 
opinions  of  John  Tyler  in  1819 — his  vote  against  the 
bank  in  the  senate  in  1832 — his  open  declaration  in 
the  “Henrico  letter”  a few  months  previous  to  the 
election,  and  his  endorsement  of  Gen.  Harrison’s 
speech  at  Dayton  on  the  subject  of  a bank.  I merely 
allude  again  to  these  opinions  as  a defence  of  the 
president  from  the  charge  of  having  concealed  his 
opinions;  and  I now  say  that  I believe  the  president 
will  yet  convince  even  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
that  he  is  willing  to  co-operate  with  congress  in  estab- 
lishing an  agent  of  the  government,  according  to  the 
plan  of  Gen.  Harrison,  which  shall  have  for  its  ob- 
ject “the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenues,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
incidentally  regulate  the  exchanges  and  currency  of 
the  country.” 

In  opposition  to  the  recorded  votes  and  opinions  of 
the  president  during  a long  life,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  gives  in  evidence  a conversation  had  with 
him  on  a steamboat,  and  an  extract  from  an  editorial 
in  a newspaper,  published  since  the  veto  message. 
There  is,  however,  one  redeeming  quality  in  the  op- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  It  is  open, 
avowed  enmity.  There  are  other  and  more  danger- 
ous enemies  whom  the  president  has  to  encounter: 
Iagos  in  politics,  “who  smile  when  most  they  hate” — 
professing  friendship,  and  secretly  striking  at  his  fair 
fame.  Men  like  Machiavel,  of  whom  it  has  been 
forcibly  said,  “he  could  not  comprehend  how  a man 
should  scruple  to  deceive  him  whom  he  does  not  scruple 
to  destroy.  He  would  think  it  madness  to  declare  open 
hostilities  against  a rival  whom  he  might  stab  in  a 
friendly  embrace,  or  poison  in  a consecrated  wafer.” 

These  are  the  men,  who,  faintly  exclaiming,  “I 
think  he  is  honest,”  chuckle  at  the  venomous  effu- 
sions of  hireling  writers,  and  the  ruffian  attacks  upon 
the  public  and  private  character  of  the  executive. — 
They,  sir,  it  is  who  encourage  these  burnings  in  effigy 
and  other  scandalous  exhibitions  of  the  depravity  of 
human  nature. 

And,  sir,  these  men  even  condescend  sometimes  to 
take  abusive  notice  of  the  friends  of  the  president — 


the  gallant,  liighminded  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  and  his  colleagues  (Messrs.  Gilmer  and  .Mal- 
lory) and  others,  and  even  my  humble  self.  I,  sir, 
have  been  most  shamefully  misrepresented  and  vili- 
fied. My  efforts  to  produce  harmony  and  kindly  feel- 
ings have  been  repaid  by  bitter  denunciation.  I,  sir, 
allude  to  this  treatment  in  no  spirit  of  complaint.  I 
have  too  proud  a heart  for  that;  I laugh  at  such  petty 
malice  and  impotent  clamor;  and  when  I say  I laugh 
at  it,  I express  but  a small  portion  of  the  utter  con- 
tempt I feel  for  it.  For  the  wretched  scribblers  who 
traduce  me,  and  who,  as  I have  said,  with  a lie  in 
their  mouths  and  a bribe  in  their  pockets,  stand  ready 
to  denounce  any  one,  I spit  upon  them,  as  I would 
upon  their  masters  had  they  courage  to  avow  them- 
selves the  owners  of  such  slaves.  Sir,  I should  occu- 
py more  than  the  time  allotted  to  me,  if  I were  to 
notice  a tithe  of  the  slanders  which  have  been  pub- 
lished against  myself  and  the  gentlemen  with  whom 
I am  proud  to  act.  We  have  been  charged  with 
abandoning  our  principles.  I deny  it.  I,  sir,  am 
standing  where  I have  always  stood.  We  defend  the 
administration  to  place  which  in  power  we  have  bat- 
tled through  years  of  toil  and  gloom.  And  for  what 
are  we  abused?  For  defending  and  supporting  the 
administration.  By  whom  are  we  denounced?  Not, 
sir,  by  those  gentlemen  who  opposed  us  in  the  late 
contest;  no,  sir,  but  by  those  who,  professing  to  be 
friends  of  the  administration,  vilify  us  for  defending 
it!  Forgetful  of  every  thing  like  principle  themselves, 
our  assailants  insolently  lecture  us  because  we  will 
not  follow  their  blind  lead  to  ruin.  And  who,  sir; 
are  these  self-constituted  leaders?  Who  are  they  that 
assume  to  be  the  especial  oracles  of  the  great  whig 
party?  Men,  sir,  who  never  soiled  a point  of  their 
cambric  ruffles  in  the  late  fight — men  who  never 
spent  a farthing  to  advance  the  cause,  or  gave  a mo- 
ment’s care  to  the  great  conflict.  Stretched  supinely 
in  the  shade,  they  gazed  on  while  others  toiled  and 
sweat  in  the  political  harvest  field.  Men,  sir,  thrown 
into  this  house,  like  sea-weed  on  the  beach,  by  the 
tossings  of  the  political  tempest  raised  by  my  friend 
(Mr.  Wise)  and  others  such  as  he.  These  are  the 
men,  sir,  who  command  that  we  stultify  ourselves, 
unthink  ourselves,  and  worship  in  blind  obedience  the 
party  idols  which  they  in  their  madness  rear  to  our 
adoration.  These  are  the  men  who  denounce  us  be- 
cause we  will  not  join  in  the  imprecations  they  heap 
upon  the  executive,  and  because  we  will  not,  forget- 
ful of  the  duty  we  owe  to  the  whole  country,  com- 
mence an  electioneering  canvass  for  the  next  presi- 
dency in  behalf  of  their  favorite  candidate.  I,  sir, 
for  one,  will  pledge  myself  to  no  man.  We  have 
had  turmoil  enough;  let  the  next  three  years  at  least 
be  devoted  to  honest  legislation  for  the  good  of  the 
country. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  we  do  not  stand  by  the 
party,  and  that  the  president  does  not  go  with  his 
party.  The  executive,  sir,  has  no  party;  he  ought  to 
have  none.  He  is  the  president  of  the  nation,  and 
it  would  be  well  for  these  gentlemen  to  recollect  the 
language  of  the  venerated  Harrison.  Methinks  I see 
him  now,  sir,  his  grey  hairs  streaming  in  the  wind, 
as,  with  uplifted  hand  and  eyes  upturned  to  heaven, 
he  exclaimed:  “Here,  in  the  presence  of  this  multi- 
tude, in  the  sight  of  heaven,  I vow  to  know  no  party, 
but  to  devote  myself  to  the  good  of  the  country,  the 
whole  country,  and  nothing  but  the  country.”  And 
yet  gentlemen  wish  the  executive  to  be  merely  the 
representative  of  a party.  That,  sir,  he  will  never 
be. 

I should,  sir,  be  glad  to  meet  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  who  would  undertake  to  assert  that  I have  de- 
parted from  any  principle  advocated  by  the  whig 
party  during  the  late  contest,  but  I shall  forbear  to 
canvass  that  matter  here.  It  would  imply  that  I held 
myself  accountable  to  this  house  for  my  course,  which 
I do  not.  But,  sir,  I have  a constituency  to  whom  I 
am  responsible,  both  parties  of  which  I am  ready, 
nay  anxious  to  meet.  They,  sir,  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate independence  of  action,  singleness  of  purpose, 
straight-forwardness  and  liberality  of  sentiment. — 
They,  sir,  know  me,  and  on  that  knowledge  I rely 
with  unshaken  and  unwavering  faith. 

[A  note  appeared  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
28th  September,  from  Mr.  Botts,  in  which  that  gen- 
tleman denies  that  certain  parts  of  the  language  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Proffit,  in  the  foregoing  speech,  was 
uttered  upon  the  floor  of  congress,  but  charges  it  as 
having  been  subsequently  prepared  by  that  gentleman 
in  his  closet.  Mr.  B.  admits,  in  this  note,  that  a part 
of  his  own  speech  as  inserted  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Register,  was  not  delivered  upon  the  floor — for 
want  of  time. 

In  the  Intelligencer  of  the  29th,  Mr.  Proffit  re- 
plies to  the  foregoing  note.  He  in  like  manner  ad- 
mits that  his  reported  speech  varied  somewhat  from 
the  one  delivered  by  him,  but  he  disputes  in  regard 
to  the  part  cited  by  Mr.  Botts.] 
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Africans  of  the  Amistad.  Those  who  have 
charge  of  Ihe  crew  of  the  Amistad,  now  reduced  to 
35  in  number,  have  appealed  to  the  public  to  aid  them 
with  means  to  enable  them  to  send  them  to  Sierra 
Leone,  and  thence  to  their  native  land,  Mendia,  whi- 
ther they  have  engaged  two,  and  expect  the  services 
of  two  more  missionaries  to  accompany  them. 

Bank  Items.  The  National  Intelligencer  states 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  selected  the 
following  banks  as  the  agencies  of  the  United  States 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt: 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington. 

The  Merchants’  bank,  Boston. 

The  Bank  of  Commerce,  New  York. 

Champagne  Wine.  The  entire  quantity  of  cham- 
pagne fit  for  bottling,  grown  in  1840,  according  to 
the  local  journals  of  France,  doe3  not  amount  to 
more  than  21,160,000  litres,  (about  5,600,000  English 
gallons),  although  ten  times  this  quantity  is  sold  in 
France  or  sent  abroad  as  genuine  champagne! 

Lewis  Cornelius,  esq.  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able of  the  human  family  for  size,  died  on  the  20th 
ult.  at  his  residence,  Milford,  Pike  county,  Pa.  in  the 
A?th  year  of  his  age.  Daniel  Lambert,  who  is  known 
as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  weighed  only  19 
pounds  more  than  Mr.  Cornelius  did  before  his  re- 
cent illness,  during  which  he  fell  off  from  720  to  685 
lbs.  Lambert  weighed  739  lbs. 

The  dimensions  of  Mr.  C.  were  as  follows:  Height 
6 feet  2 to  3 inches;  circumference  round  the  waist  6 
feet  2j  in.;  body  6 feet  2 in.;  arm  above  elbow  2 feet 
2 in  ; below  do.  1 foot  9 in.;  wrist  1 foot  3 in.;  thigh 
4 feet  2 in.;  calf  of  leg  2 feet  7 in.;  ankle  1 foot  7 in. 

Cotton.  The  receipts  at  New  Orleans  the  week 
ending  lSlh  ult.,  9,000  bales,  notwithstanding  the 
prevalence  of  the  malignant  fever.  At  other  ports 
the  crop  is  coming  in. 

The  amount  of  ihe  crop  L estimated  at  1,600,000 
bales. 

Elections.  In  Maryland  our  latest  accounts  leave 
no  doubt  of  the  election  of  F.  Thomas,  the  Van  Bu- 
ren  condidate  for  governor;  and  the  probability  is  that 
the  house  of  delegates  will  stand  41  Van  Buren,  37 
whigs,  and  1 tie  (in  Queen  Anne’s  county). 

Embroidery.  The  French  embroiderers  very  far 
excel  the  English  in  that  art;  nothing  can  be  more 
humiliating  than  to  see  the  manufactures  of  Ihe  two 
countries,  when  exposed  for  sale  in  the  London  fancy 
shops;  the  French  in  many  instances  commanding 
more  than  six  times  the  price  of  the  English  goods, 
principally  from  excellency  of  pattern  and  needle 
work.  [ Nottingham  Review. 

Exchange.  New  York  bills  on  London  have 
gone  up  to  9|al0  per  cent.  prem.  in  consequence  of 
which  considerable  amounts  of  specie  are  now  going 
out  to  adjust  the  balance  of  trade. 

New  York  on  London  9$;  on  France  5f.  17a20;  on 
Philadelphia  3j-;  on  Baltimore  2^;  Washington  2J; 
Richmond,  Petersburg,  Norfolk  3jj  ; Raleigh  4; 
Charleston  1-);  interior  of  S.  C.  2|a3;  Augusta  4; 
Macon  12j;  Columbus  14;  Savannah  2;  Mobile  8^; 
New  Orleans  3|;  St.  Louis  9;  Cincinnati  8 r ; Nash- 
ville 11;  Illinois  10. 

The  Forger,  Monroe  Edwards  alias  Caldwell, 
who  hail  recently  practised  so  successfully  upon  se- 
veral of  the  banks  and  broker  s to  very  large  amounts, 
is  supposed  to  be  in  custody,  and  undergoing  examina- 
tion before  Judge  Randall,  Philadelphia.  The  go- 
vernor of  New  York  has  served  a requisition  demand  - 
ing  him  a3  a fugitive  from  justice.  L.  Tappan,  of 
New  York,  has  published  an  account  ot  a very  artful 
demonstration  made  by  Edwards  upon  him,  with  tire 
view  of  obtaining  $ 5,000  to  enable  him,  as  a wealthy 
heir  to  a number  of  negroes  in  the  south  west,  to 
complete  their  emancipation  and  removal  from  a 
slave  state,  to  effect  which  he  wished  lo  go  to  Eng- 
land. This  he  failed  in  accomplishing. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  says:  “In 
connection  with  this  affair,  several  important  arrests 
have  been  made  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere,  the 
particulars  of  which  have  not  yet  been  developed. — 
We  regret  to  add  that  we  learn  from  good  authority 
that  the  accused  is  the  son  of  the  late  Ninian  Ed- 
wards, once  governor  of  Illinois.” 

Fires.  The  oil  factory  of  the  Staten  Island  Whal- 
ing company  was  burnt  on  the  30th  ult.  with  $30,000 
worth  ol  oil. 

The  large  sattinet  factory  belonging  to  the  New 
England  company,  in  Vernon,  Connecticut,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  Saturday  evening,  with  all  its  con- 
tents. The  loss  is  understood  to  be  $50,000,  on 
which  there  was  insurance  lo  the  amount  of  $20,000. 


Flour.  Prices  are  quoted  at  Boston  $6  50a6  75; 
New  York  $6  12a6  25;  Baltimore  $6  00a6  37^;  New 
Orleans  $6  50a7  00;  Cincinnati  $5  00. 

A sight  decline  in  prices  has  in  some  instances 
been  submitted  to. 

The  New  York  Express  says:  “The  news  from 
England  has  had  an  unfavorable  effect  on  the  flour 
market.  All  hope  of  any  demand  from  England  has 
fled,  consequently  prices  now  rest  on  the  supply  and 
home  demand.  Six  dollars  is  now  about  the  standard 
price  with  very  little  prospect  of  any  advance  until 
the  river  closes. 

The  inspections  of  the  last  week  in  Baliimore  con- 
sisted of  14,681  brls.  and  665  half  hrls.  Holders 
continue  to  ask  $6  25  for  city  mills,  $6  12j  for  Sus- 
quehanna, and  $6  for  Howard-street. 

Language.  It  was  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Irish  society  at  its  last  meeting,  that  there  are  about 
600,000  persons  in  Ireland  who  have  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  English  language,  and  about  two 
millions  more  who  have  some  knowledge  of  English, 
but  whose  vernacular  is  the  Irish  language  [Atlas. 

New  Orleans.  There  were  52  deaths  in  the  24 
hours  ending  on  the  22d  ult.  of  which  43  were  of 
yellow  fever. 

Sept.  25th,  41,  of  whieh  31  by  yellow  fever.  To- 
tal number  of  deaths  during  the  week,  327,  of  which 
259  were  by  yellow  fever. 

From  the  25th  to  the  28th,  79  deaths  by  yellow  fe- 
ver occurred. 

The  virulence  of  the  disease  which  has  been  pre- 
vailing appears  to  have  yielded  somewhat  by  the 
latest  accounts. 

Gen.  Edward  Paine,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  northern  Ohio,  died  at  his  residence  in  Painesville, 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  at  the  advanced  age  of  96.  Gen. 
Paine  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  our  glorious 
revolutionary  struggle.  He  led  on  the  first  company 
that  broke  ground  on  Doi  Chester  heights,  soon  after 
which  Gen.  Gage  evacuated  Boston.  He  was  sta- 
tioned on  Governor’s  island  when  the  American  army 
retreated  out  of  New  York,  and  his  company  covered 
the  retreating  army. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Ripley,  D.  D.  died  on  Tuesday 
the  20th  ultimo,  at  Concord,  Mass,  aged  90  years. — 
He  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  May  1, 
1751,  graduated  at  Harvard  university  in  1776,  and 
was  a classmate  with  Gov.  Gore,  Judges  Thatcher, 
Tyler  and  Sewell,  and  other  distinguished  worthies 
of  the  revolutionary  period.  He  was  ordained  pastor 
of  the  Unitarian  Congregational  church  in  Concord, 
Nov.  7,  1778,  and  was  probably  the  oldest  clergyman 
in  Massachusetts.  He  preached  for  the  last  time  on 
the  last  anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Rail  Road  Accident.  On  the  5th  instant,  on  the 
rail  road  line  just  opened  between  Boston  and  Hud- 
son, on  the  track  from  Westfield  to  Chester  facto- 
ries, and  five  miles  from  the  former,  the  cars  from 
the  east  came  in  contact  with  those  from  the  west, 
both  being  at  the  top  of  their  speed,  going  at  the  rate 
of  20  or  25  miles  an  hour.  The  passenger  cars  of 
both  trains  immediately  behind  the  tenders,  were 
shivered  to  pieces  by  the  concussion. 

The  scene,  is  said  to  have  been  horrible  beyond 
description,  as  the  wounded  were  carried  to  the  bag- 
gage cars  to  return  to  Westfield,  covered  with  blood 
and  groaning  from  pain.  Some  were  so  entangled 
in  the  fragments  of  the  cars,  that  they  could  only  be 
extracted  by  using  levers,  and  thereby  raising  the 
fragment  which  confined  them.  Some  were  literally 
dug  out. 

The  number  injured  we  have  not  ascertained— 
supposed  to  be  20  to  25.  And  of  these  two  or  three 
were  supposed  to  be  mortally  injured — four  or  five 
had  limbs  broken,  six  or  eight  were  seriously  wound- 
ed and  the  remainder  were  more  or  less  hurt. 

Later.  Mr.  Warren,  the  conductor  of  the  train 
from  the  west,  is  dead.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  engineer  of 
that  train,  is  badly  wounded.  A young  lady,  niece 
of  Major  Whistler,  is  said  to  be  dangerously  hurt. — 
Col.  Harvey  Chapin,  is  much  bruised,  but  not  dan- 
gerously as  is  now  hoped. 

The  Springfield  correspondent  of  the  Atlas,  giving 
a hasty  account  of  the  disaster,  says:  “The  rev.  S. 
Elliott,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  family,  left  here  this  noon,  were  brought  back 
to  the  United  States  hotel  this  evening  in  sad  condi- 
tion. The  ladies  were  not  seriously  hurt,  but  his  two 
sons  were  wounded — one  scratched  and  bruised,  and 
the  other  had  his  leg  broken  above  the  knee. 

Specie  is  rapidly  leaving  us,  if  we  are  to  judge 
by  the  amount  which  went  from  the  port  of  New 
York  last  week.  The  packet  Gladiator  took  out  for 
London  $'230,000;  the  Akbar  for  Canton  via  Liver- 
pool, .$250,000;  the  Great  Western,  for  Liverpool, 
271,340  dollars;  and  the  Louis  Philippe,  for  Havre, 
$346,000.  Total,  $1,097,340. 


The  Mediator,  from  New  York  to  London,  took 
$270,000,  and  the  Chas.  Carroll,  for  Havre,  $192,000. 

Ephraim  Squier,  one  of  the  last  survivors  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  hill,  recently  died  at  Ashford,  Con- 
necticut, aged  94  years.  A correspondent  of  the 
Albany  Evening  Journal  says:  “Years  of  toil  and 
blood  was  the  price  of  our  freedom;  and  of  the  gal- 
lant men  who  achieved  it,  but  few,  but  very  few,  are 
left  among  us.  They  have  gone,  and  bequeathed  to 
us  the  blood-bought  treasure,  and  oh,  let  us  guard  it 
well  ! A few  yet  linger  among  us,  their  heads  are 
whitened  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters,  and  their 
furrowed  cheeks  and  drooping  forms  speak  to  us  with 
a silent  eloquence.  But  a few  short  years,  and  all  will 
have  passed  away — and  even  now,  the  last  of  that 
immortal  band  who  stood  on  Bunker’s  bloody  height 
has  gone!  There  was  stricken  the  first  blow  to  sever 
the  bonds  of  tyranny;  but  of  the  thousand  hearts  that 
burned  with  all  the  ardor  the  spirit  of  liberty  could 
inspire,  the  last  is  chilled  to  death.” 

Steam  Ships.  The  proprietors  of  the  British 
steamers  have  entered  into  new  contracts  with  the 
British  government,  whereby  for  the  additional  con- 
sideration of  £80,000  per  annum,  their  vessels  are 
to  leave  England  and  the  United  States  once  every 
week  with  the  royal  mail,  thi3  arrangement  to  com- 
mence in  May.  The  price  of  passage  from  Halifax 
to  Liverpool  has  been  raised  to  £30,  say  $150. 

The  West  India  Steamboats. — “The  Royal  Mail 
Steam  Packet  company”  have  contracted  with  the 
British  government  to  supply  not  less  than  14  steam- 
ers, of  not  less  than  400  horse  power  each,  and  four 
others  of  smaller  dimensions.  Seven  of  them  are 
built  in  England  and  seven  in  Scotland.  They  are 
named  after  the  rivers  Forth,  Tweed,  Trent,  Clyde, 
Medina,  Avon,  Thames,  Dee,  Tyne,  Shanon,  Der- 
went, Medway.  They  are  all  built  with  round  sterns, 
dining  saloon  below  deck  and  single  cabins — 1,400 
tons  burthen  and  engines  of  450  horse  power.  The 
Forth  is  the  first  one  completed,  and  was  to  leave 
England  on  the  1st  of  October. 

Tne  British  Queen  steamer  was  lying  below  Liver- 
pool, with  Dutch  colors  flying,  on  the  4th  ult.  pur- 
chased by  the  Belgian  government  to  run  between 
Belgium  and  New  York.  On  the  9th  September  she 
arrived  at  Antwerp. 

Stocks.  A depression  in  prices  has  occurred  with- 
in the  last  ten  days  of  from  1 to  2 per  cent  in  most 
of  the  stocks.  In  New  York,  Indiana  bonds  43; 
Ohio  sixes  94:  Kentucky  sixes  81^;  Illinois  sixes 
46a57;  do.  sterling  bonds  48;  U.  S.  bank  5^;  United 
States  5hs  98  offered,  100£  asked. 

Sugar  from  Corn  Stalks.  An  enterprising  citi- 
zen of  Delaware  has  discovered  and  patented  a me- 
thod of  making  sugar  from  the  ordinary  corn  stalk, 
which  is  said  to  promise  most  important  results.  He 
exhibited  a specimen  of  his  manufacture  at  the  late 
agricultural  exhibition  of  New  Castle  county. 

Tea.  19,981,476  pounds  have  been  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  China  during  the  last  year, 
the  official  value  of  which  is  set  down  at  $5,417,589. 

The  New  York  Courier  says— “The  sale  of  teas 
Tuesday,  per  Eben  Preble,  was  well  attended,  and 
the  competition  was  animated.  The  country  young 
hyson  sold  at  from  3 to  4 cents  advance  per  pound  on 
the  last  sale.  Canton  made  was  withdrawn  after  sup- 
plying the  bids  at  42  cents.” 

Temperance  Reform.  The  Limerick  Chronicle 
says:  “Father  Mathew  administered  the  pledge  to 
thirty-six  thousand  persons  at  Monaghan  on  St.  Pat- 
rick’s day,  and  to  ten  thousand  at  Colgher  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  At  Carrickmacross  he  was  employed 
three  days  in  giving  the  pledge  to  sixty  thousand 
persons,  when  Lord  and  Lady  Louth  attended.” 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  D.  Wainwright,  of  the  marine 
corps.  The  Washington  correspondence  of  the  Sun 
writes  on  the  6th  inst.  “The  melancholy  duty  again 
devolves  upon  me  to  announce  the  sudden  disease  of 
another  gallant  officer!  Lieutenant  colonel  R.  D. 
Wainwright,  of  the  marine  corps,  was  yesterday 
seen  on  our  avenue,  conversing  with  his  friends,  in 
usual  health;  entertained  a company  of  gentlemen 
at  his  dewelling  last  evening  with  usual  cheerfulness 
and  urbanity;  but,  a few  minutes  after  he  had  retired 
to  his  chamber,  he  was  found  a lifeless  corpse! 
having  expired  apparently  without  a struggle  or  a 
groan,  occasioned,  as  is  presumed,  by  a disease  of  the 
heart. 

Colonel  Wainwright  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
in  June,  1783;  entered  the  service  of  his  country  on 
the  9th  of  May,  1800;  brevetted  as  lieutenant  colonel 
on  the  3rd  of  March,  1827;  and  appointed  lieutenant 
colonel  on  the  1st  of  July,  1834,  and  at  the  period  of  his 
decease  was  superintendent  of  the  recruiting  service 
for  this  station.” 

Wheat  at  N.  York,  1,600  bush.  Gennessee  brought 
$1  35  on  the  6th  instant;  at  Baltimore  $1  20a$l  30. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


FRANCE. 

The  Monituer  announces  that  a sedicious  move- 
ment, of  which  the  census  was  the  pretext,  took i 
place  at  Clermont  Ferrand  on  the  10th.  For  some  ( 
time  emissaries  of  the  annarchical  parties  were  la- ! 
boring  to  excite  the  population  to  revolt.  They  sue-  | 
ceeded  in  their  ends  on  the  9th,  when  the  factious 
erected  several  barricades,  which  were  carried  and  I 
destroyed  by  the  troops.  On  the  10th  the  disorders  1 
recommenced.  Large  assemblages  of  people  tra- 
versed the  streets,  committing  acts  of  violence. — ! 
They  then  attacked  the  armed  force,  killed  3 sol-  j 
diers,  and  wounded  15  or  16.  The  insurgents,  on  I 
their  side,  had  several  killed  and  wounded.  The 
mail  arrived  in  Paris  on  Sunday  morning,  and  although 
it  passed  through  Clermont  at  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  it ' 
brought  no  letters  from  that  town.  According  to  the 
statement  of  the  guard  the.  people  was  burning  the  I 
gates,  and  the  fighting  continued.  Orders  were  im-  ' 
mediately  forwarded  from  Paris  to  march  a consi- 
derable force  to  Clermont. 

A telegraphic  despatch  from  Toulon,  dated  11th, 
at  9 o’clock,  P.  M.  and  addressed  by  the  prefect  of 
Puy  de  Dome  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  announ- 
ces that  tranquillity  prevailed  during  the  whole  of  that 
day,  that  patrols  had.  not  ceased  to  parade  the  town 
and  the  neighborhood,  and  that  they  had  nowhere 
met  with  resistance. 


CHINA. 

The  ship  Lowell  arrived  at  New  York  from  Can- 
ton, whence  she  sailed  on  the  29th  May.  On  the  j 
20th  the  entire  English  fleet,  consisting  of  twenty 
sail  of  ships  and  transports,  were  passing  up  Canton 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  Canton.  And 
the  guard  ship,  lying  at  Angier,  had  received  orders 
to  join  the  fleet  immediately.  We  shall  probably 
have  an  account  of  the  fate  of  the  doomed  city  by  the 
next  arrival. 


SOUTH  AMERICA. 


Interesting  facts.  The  following  communica- 
tion was  read  before  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  by  J.  B.  Quinby, 
corresponding  member.  [Phil.  Nat.  Gazette. 


The  following  paragraph  is  now  going  the  round 
of  the  newspapers: 

“It  was  reported  in  Chili  that  the  jewels  of  thi 
Temple  of  the  Sun,  which  at  the  lime  of  the  con 
quest  of  Peru,  the  natives  had  concealed  from  thi 
Spaniards,  have  lately  been  recovered  near  the  Cerr< 
de  Pasco,  in  Peru;  the  value  of  them  has  been  ealcu 
lated  at  180,000,000  dollars.” 

Vol.  XI — Sig.  7. 


The  palace  of  the  Inca  and  the  Temple  of  the  Sun 
here  referred  to,  we  presume  to  be  Huanuco  Viejo, 
which  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Andes,  20 
leagues  north  of  the  Cerro  de  Pasco,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  Chucabamba,  one  of  the  head  branches 
of  the  Amazon  (6r  Marinon)  at 'an  elevation  of  about 
fourteen  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean, 
in  latitude  10°  south,  and  longitude  74°  west,  near- 
ly. It  is  known  that  when  Pizarro,  now  more  than 
three  centuries  ago,  took  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  at 
Cuzco,  which  is  some  twelve  degrees  south  of  that 
at  Huanuco  Viejo,  and  despoiled  the  Inca  of  his  im- 
mense treasures  of  gold,  and,  finally,  when  threats 
could  extort  no  more,  put  him  treacherously  to  death, 
— the  Inca  of  Huanuco  Viejo,  advised  of  what  had 
taken  place  at  Cuzco,  secreted  the  jewels  of  the 
Temple  and  the  gold  of  his  palace  in  the  fastnesses  of 
the  Andes  and  the  neighboring  rivers  and  lakes. — 
Avarice  and  ambition  have  made  these  hidden  trea- 
sures the  objects  of  continued  search  from  the  days 
of  Pizarro  to  the  present  time.  But  as  yet  no  clue 
has  been  found  to  this  El  Dorado,  unless  the  above 
announcement  is  well  founded,  which  we  are  inclin- 
ed to  doubt. 

The  writer  has  been  five  different  times  at  these 
magnificent  ruins,  and  always  found  many  persons 
employed  in  their  vicinity  searching  for  the  hidden 
treasures  of  the  Incas.  The  whole  of  the  river  Chu- 
cabamba, for  a number  of  leagues  above  and  below 
the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  is  auriferous,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  of  Huamelies  through  which  it 
passes,  obtain  by  washing  the  sand,  and  by  means  of 
sheep  skins,  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually.  The  wool  on  the  skins  is  cut  until  it  is 
about  half  an  inch  iu  length,  the  skins  are  then  an- 
chored down  with  the  wool  side  up  by  means  of  loose 
stones  placed  on  them,  in  and  below  the  various  falls 
and  rapids,  in  which  position  they  are  suffered  to  re- 
main from  six  to  twenty-four  hours;  they  are  then 
carefully  raised  out  of  the  water,  turned  wool  side 
down  into  a batea  (tub)  of  water,  and  thoroughly 
washed,  the  gold  falling  from  the  wool  of  the  skin, 
and  it  is  finally  collected  from  the  bottom  of  the  bqtea. 
Sheep  were  unknown  to  the  Incas,  and  as  they  had 
obtained  an  immense  amount  of  gold  from  this  pac- 
tolean  stream  it  is  presumed  that  they  used  the  skins 
of  the  llama,  (camelus  lacina  of  L.)  and  those  of  the 
vicuna  (camelus  peruanus  or  vicugna  of  L.) 

When  we  reflect  on  the  fact  that  the  Indians  and 
Spaniards  have  obtained  by  their  rude  washings  on 
this  river  during  two  or  three  centuries,  one,  two  and 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  gold  annually,  and 
that  they  have  net  probably  secured  the  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  amount  that  has  passed  down  the 
current  of  the  stream,  we  may  form  an  imperfect 
idea  of  the  exhaustless  source  of  this  perennial  sup- 
ply. The  stupendous  Andes  are  alone  capable  of 
furnishing  such  countless  riches. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a description  of  the  magnifi- 
cent Temple  of  the  Sun  at  Huanuco  Viejo;  its  pow- 
erful fortress,  and  the  ruins  of  the  great  city  which 
they  overlook.  When,  and  by  whom  they  were 
built,  neither  history  nor  tradition  informs  us.  The 
Incas  had  no  written  language  and  we  are  left  to 
conjecture.  But  their  great  magnitude  and  massive 
walls,  composed  of  huge  blocks  of  square,  oblong 
and  elegantly  wrought  marble,  greenstone,  and  green- 
stone porphyry,  weighing  many  tons,  bear  mute  but 
eloquent  testimony  to  the  untiring  industry  of  the  In- 
cas and  their  advances  in  the  arts  of  civilization. — 
The  ravages  and  earthquakes  of  centuries  have  left 
these  monuments  almost  as  perfect  as  they  were 
when  Pizarro  conquered  Peru.  Even  the  great 
earthquake  which  destroyed  the  city  of  Callao  built 
by  the  Spaniards,  with  its  thirty  thousand  inhabitants, 
did  not  throw  down  the  massive  walls  of  the  Temple 
of  the  Sun,  and  the  writer  can  testify  that  they  with- 
stood, with  but  slight  injury,  the  great  earthquake  of 
30th  March,  1828.  The  Seraglio  and  its  various 
compartments,  with  the  exception  of  the  roof,  the 
voluptuous  baths  of  a numerous  train  of  wives,  cut 
out  of  massive  rocks,  as  almost  as  entire  as  they  were 
on  the  landing  of  Pizarro. 

If  there  is  any  location  on  the  whole  range  of  the 
Andes  more  sublime  than  all  others,  it  is  at  the  base 
of  the  peak  of  Raura,  in  sight  of  this  temple.  The 
writer  has  crossed  the  Andes  from  side  to  side  twen- 
ty-four times,  at  seven  or  eight  different  passes, 
twice  from  Naranjal  on  the  gulf  of  Guayaquil,  1 j 


deg.  S.  of  the  equator,  to  the  city  of  Cuenca,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Azuay,  a little  south  of 
Chimborazo,  and  having  spent  more  than  two  weeks 
at  the  foot  of  the  peak  of  Raura,  at  least  one  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  line  of  perpetual  snow  he  has 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  incomparably  the 
most  sublime  spot  he  ever  visited  on  the  Andean 
range.  Besides  the  peak  of  Raura,  which  we  be- 
lieve to  be  at  least  as  high  as  Chimborazo,  there  are 
innumerable  smaller  ones  rising  on  the  range  of  the 
Cordilleras  to  the  north  and  south,  having  their  bases 
resting  in  the  perpetual  snow,  and  throwing  up  their 
snow  clad  apexes  thousands  of  feet  into  the  pure 
and  attenuated  air,  almost  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
eye  and  above  the  untiring  wing  of  the  immense 
Condor  or  South  American  eagle.  The  largest  and 
nearest  of  these  peaks  is  that  of  Nueva  Potosi,  the 
base  of  which  approaches  within  a league  of  that 
of  Raura,  and  is  but  little  inferior  in  height  and 
magnitude  to  Raura  itself.  The  intervening  space 
between  these  two  peaks  is  occupied  by  the  lake 
of  Nueva  Potosi,  the  surface  of  which  is  almost  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  lower  limit  of  perpetual 
snow:  and  as  this  line,  within  the  topics,  is  known 
to  be  about  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  ocean,  the  surface  of  this  lake  must 
be  sixteen  thousand  feet  high.  It  is  completely 
embosomed  by  a ridge  of  the  Andes  on  the  west, 
another  on  the  east,  the  base  of  Raura  on  the  north, 
and  that  of  Nueva  Potosi  on  the  south.  Its  copious 
waters  find  a subterranean  channel  through  a high 
western  limestone  ridge,  and  break  out  at  the 
western  side  of  the  Andes,  at  a point  where  the 
mountain  is  very  nearly  vertical,  and  form  a magni- 
ficent cascade  of  many  hundred  feet  in  height,  fall- 
ing into  a lake  of  several  leagues  in  circumference. 
A short  distance  to  the  northwest  of  this  cascade, 
there  is  a large  cerro  (hill)  olyeso  (gypsum  or  sulphate 
of  lime).  The  lake  of  Nueva  Potosi  is  the  head 
source  of  the  river  Huara,  which  makes  its  way  down 
the  sides  of  the  Andes  in  very  nearly  a westerly  di- 
rection, and  falls  into  the  Pacific  ocean  at  Huacho, 
the  famous  salinas  of  the  western  coast,  which  sup- 
ply the  greater  portion  of  the  southern  hemisphere 
with  salt. 

On  the  northeast  of  the  base  of  the  peak  of  Raura  is 
the  lake  of  the  same  name,  one  league  north  of  the  lake 
just  described,  and  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a 
high  trap  dyke  and  amygdaloid.  This  lake,  which 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  Pacific, 
is  little  higher  than  that  of  Nueva  Potosi,  and  has 
an  open  outlet  to  the  east  down  a craggy  precipice 
of  several  hundred  feet  in  height.  It  forms  the  head 
of  the  river  Chucaqumba,  one  of  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Amazon,  and  probably  it  is  the 
highest  and  most  distant  source  of  that  great  river. 
The  waters  of  this  lake  traverse  the  continent  of 
South  America,  from  west  to  east,  at  its  widest  ex- 
panse, almost  from  the  margin  of  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic,  a distance  of  nearly  five  thousand  miles. 
Both  of  these  lakes  are  the  receptacles  of  avalanches 
from  the  peaks  of  their  respective  names.  No  less 
than  two  were  precipitated  into  the  lake  of  Raura 
whilst  I was  encamped  on  the  snow  in  its  vicinity. 
The  first  occurred  at  midnight,  and  which,  from  the 
great  noise  and  trembling  of  the  earth,  I for  a mo- 
ment mistook  for  an  earthquake.  The  second  took 
place  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning.  At  the  time  I 
was  in  the  rear  of  a small  hill;  knowing  what  was 
taking  place,  I hastened  as  rapidly  as  1 could  to  its 
summit,  which  commanded  a view  of  the  lake  and 
its  outlet,  a distance  of  not  more  than  two  hundred 
yards.  But  such  was  my  exhaustion  consequent  on 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  at  an  elevation  where  the 
barometers  stood  at  but  15)  inches,  notwithstanding 
I stopped  for  respiration  a number  of  times,  on  reach- 
ing my  destination  I fell  upon  the  snow  and  for  a 
few  minutes  was  insensible  to  the  sublime  scene  be- 
fore me.  When  I recovered,  I found  that  immense 
masses  of  the  ice  of  the  glaciers,  some  of  it  fifty  and 
a hundred  feet  thick,  had  been  broken  from  situ,  by 
the  pressure  of  the  snow  that  was  piled  up  literally 
thousands  of  feet  to  the  very  summit  of  the  peak, 
and  snow  and  glaciers  were  in  the  lake  heaped  on 
each  other  in  wild  confusion.  The  bosom  of  this  in- 
land sea,  which  but  a few  minutes  before  was  as  placid 
as  a mirror,  was  now  heaving  like  the  ocean  off 
Cape  Horn,  and  every  swell  threw  a mighty  volume 
of  water  over  the  precipice  to  find  its  way  through 
the  Amazon  to  the  Atlantic. 
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CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  their  was  a report  not 
long  since  that  a chief  of  the  Mosquito  tribe  of  In- 
dians had  died  and  in  his  will  left  his  dominions  to 
Queen  Victoria.  We  learn  now  from  the  New  York 
Herald,  by  a vessel  just  arrived  that  “the  king  of  the 
Mosquitos,  chief  of  a tribe  of  Indians,  who  inhabit  a 
part  of  the  province  of  Honduras,  arrived  at  San  Juan 
on  the  15th  of  August,  in  company  with  the  gover- 
nor of  Belize,  in  an  English  sloop  of  war,  and  laid 
claim  to  that  port.  The  Central  Americans  were  or- 
dered to  leave  by  the  first  of  next  March.  His  Mos- 
quito majesty,  with  his  English  allies,  then  proceeded 
to  Boeotoro  and  ordered  the  Columbians,  to  leave  by 
the  same  time.  The  commandant  of  San  Juan  had 
been  sent  to  Belize  to  be  tried  for  piracy. 

The  Herald  adds:  “It  is  reported  by  Captain  Ro- 
berts, that  the  Americans,  at  San  Juan,  are  almost 
daily  insulted,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  a high  handed 
outrage  had  been  committed  on  the  brig  Galen,  of 
this  city.  We  have  received  a full  account  of  this 
outrage,  and  it  calls  loudly  upon  our  government  for 
instant  redress.” 

CALIFORNIA. 

Drought  and  Famine.  The  Boston  Daily  Adver- 
tiser says:  “A  letter  from  an  intelligent  gentleman 
states  that  the  country  was  in  a most  deplorable  con- 
dition, there  having  been  no  rains  for  a period  of  13 
months.  No  bread  stuffs  had  been  raised,  and  the 
cattle,  in  which  consists  the  chief  wealth  of  the 
country,  were  suffering  greatly.” 

WEST  INDIES. 

Island  op  Cuba.  A commercial  gentleman,  who 
has  spent  some  weeks  in  Havana,  informs  his  corres- 
pondent in  this  city,  that  he  has  become  satisfied, 
from  information  he  has  obtained  in  the  best  quar- 
ters, that  England  is  negotiating  with  Spain  for  a ces- 
sion of  Cuba.  Some  of  the  steps  he  has  learned  the 
British  government  have  taken  in  the  matter  he  states 
thus: — “The  English  demand  the  liberation  of  all  the 
negroes  introduced  here  since  the  treaty  of  1820,  as 
being  called  for  by  the  spirit  of  that  document.  The 
government  at  Madrid  referred  the  question  to  the 
governor  here,  who  called  a junto  of  rich  people — 
they  answered  (with  one  exception)  we  cannot  allow 
it.  Now,  England  has  said  it  must  be  done;  if  the  re- 
gent of  Spain  says  to  Cuba  do  it,  and  the  people  of 
Cuba  persist  in  saying  no — what  will  be  the  result! 
Submission  to  such  a demand  seems  to  me  to  be  out 
of  the  question.  A proud  Spaniard  asked  me  the 
other  day,  if  I thought  that  the  United  States  would 
accept  of  the  Island?  I answered,  I believe  the  Island 
would  be  received,  but  you  must  first  achieve  your 
own  independence — then  she  will  acknowledge  you, 
and  take  you  in  as  a partner?  But  the  grand  question 
is  will  Uncle  Sam  allow  Bully  Bull  to  take  possession 
here,  even  if  old  Spain  consents?  If  he  does,  adieu  to 
peace — our  southern  institutions  will  at  least  be  jeo- 
parded, and  a valuable  trade  closed  against  us.” 

[N.  0.  Bulletin. 

TEXAS. 

Texas  funds.  The  New  York  Post  says:  “We 

are  gratified  at  being  able  to  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  those  interested  in  Texas  funds,  that  a letter 
has  been  received  in  this  city  from  General  Hamil- 
ton, announcing  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  his  in- 
tention to  leave  Europe  for  this  country  early  this 
month,  bringing  with  him  the  proceeds  of  the  Texas 
loan  in  gold.  This  will  be  good  news  to  the  holders 
of  Texas  bonds  and  treasury  notes,  and  we  anticipate 
a speedy  advance  in  their  prices.” 


NATIONAL  AFF  AIK  S. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Johu  C.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  to  be  secretary  for 
the  department  of  war. 

William  B.  Hodgson,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  city  and 
kingdom  of  Tunis. 

Francis  J.  Grund,  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Bremen. 

Samuel  D.  Heap,  transferred  from  the  consulate  of 
the  United  States  at  Tunis,  to  be  drogoman  to  the  le- 
gation of  the  United  States  at  the  sublime  porte. 

F.  L.  Castelneau,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  city  of  Lima,  in  Peru,  in  the 
place  of  Edwin  Bartlett,  resigned. 

John  H.  Peebles,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  consul  of 
the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Campeche,  in  Mexi- 
co, in  the  place  of  John  Lewis  McGregor,  deceased. 

Samuel  J.  Douglass,  to  be  judge  of  the  United  States 
for  the  middle  district  of  Florida. 

J.  Washington  Tyson,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  ap- 
pointed commissary  of  purchases,  vice  Irvine  deceased. 

John  G.  Watmough,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  customs, 
at  Philadelphia. 


PRESIDENT  TYLER’S  CABINET  as  now  com- 
pleted: 

Secretary  of  state,  Daniel  Webster,  of  Mass. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Walter  Forward,  of  Pa. 

Secretary  of  war,  John  C.  Spencer,  of  New  York. 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Abel  P.  Upshur,  of  Virginia. 

Attorney  general,  Hugh  S.  Legare,  of  S.  Carolina. 

Postmaster  general,  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  of  Ky. 

Judge  Upsher  reached  the  seat  of  government  on 
the  11th  and  assumed  the  duties  of  secretary  of  the 
navy. 

John  C.  Spencer,  esq.  reached  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment on  the  11th,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  se- 
cretary of  war.  On  the  following  day  the  milita- 
ry officers  waited  upon  him  in  full  uniform.  After- 
ward they  paid  the  same  respect  to  the  chief  of  the 
navy  department. 

Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  esq.  who  has  accepted 
the  appointment  of  postmaster  general,  reached 
Washington  city  on  the  11th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of 
assuming  the  duties  of  the  station. 

Mr.  Webster  secretary  of  state,  is  on  a visit  to 
Boston. 

President  Tyler’s  cabinet  is  now  complete.  The 
Madisonian  observes.  “We  have  a cabinet  that  re- 
cognises the  president  as  their  chief,  and  upon  whose 
good  faith,  unity  of  action,  and  attachment  to  the 
constitution,  the  people  may  confidently  rely.  With- 
out exception,  they  were  advocates  of  the  reform  of 
1840,  and  with  one  exception  only,  supporters  of  the 
principles  upon  which  Gen.  Jackson  came  into  power  in 
1829.” 

CONSUL.  The  president  has  officially  recog- 
nized Thomas  Barrett,  as  consul  of  his  holiness  the 
Pope,  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

THE  NEW  CABINET. 

From  the  New  York  Tribune. 

The  opinions  and  character  of  the  men  whom  Pre- 
sident Tyler  has  called  around  him  as  advisers  have 
become  the  subject  of  universal  inquiry  and  interest. 

Walter  Forward,  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Mr. 
Forward  is  a citizen  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Our  first 
knowledge  of  him  was  as  a democratic  member  of 
congress  from  his  district  in  1824,  and  an  ardent 
champion  of  the  American  system.  He  united  in  the 
caucus  nomination  of  Mr.  Crawford  for  president  but 
afterward  recanted,  when  the  Jackson  whirlwind 
swept  over  Pennsylvania,  and  went  with  the  current. 
He  abandoned  General  Jackson  when  it  became 
evident  that  he  was  identified  with  the  enimies  of  the 
protection  of  home  industry.  He  has  since  been 
mainly  out  of  public  life,  but  known  as  a national  re- 
publican or  Clay  whig,  in  contradistinction  from  the 
anti-masons,  who  bear  sway  in  his  section.  In  1836 
he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention of  Pennsylvania,  and  distinguished  himself  in 
the  deliberations  of  that  body.  But  he  has  not  for 
many  years  been  active  in  politics  till  last  season, 
when  he  took  the  stump  for  Harrison  and  Tyler  in 
western  Pennsylvania  with  great  efficiency.  His 
high  personal  character  and  reputation  for  indepen- 
dence gave  him  great  weight.  When  General  Har- 
rison became  president,  he  made  Mr.  Forward  at- 
torney for  western  Pennsylvania  which  he  declined; 
then  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  has  since  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office.  He  is  well  qualified  for  the  station  to  which 
he  has  been  called. 

From  the  Madisonian. 

Hon.  Walter  F orward.  The  recent  promotion  of 
the  hon.  Walter  Forward,  to  the  head  of  the  treasury 
department  of  the  United  States,  by  President  Tyler, 
furnishes  a happy  illustration  of  the  agency  of  native 
talent,  integrity,  industry  and  perseverance,  in  re- 
ceiving the  high  honors  of  the  republic.  Mr.  For- 
ward has  been  literally  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune. He  is  a native  of  Hartford  county,  Connecti- 
cut, and,  in  his  younger  days,  he  left  his  native  state, 
“Alike  unknown  to  fortune  and  to  fame.” 

Having  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  he  established 
himself  at  Pittsburg,  as  a lawyer,  and  soon  rose,  by 
his  own  personal  merits,  to  an  enviable  rank,  at  the 
bar  of  the  western  section  of  that  state.  In  1823,  he 
was  elected  a member  of  congress,  and  for  several 
years  he  was  an  assiduous  and  faithful  representative 
from  the  Keystone  commonwealth.  As  a member 
of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and,  subsequently, 
as  chairman  of  that  committee,  he  exercised  a com- 
manding influence  over  that  important  branch  of  the 
business  of  legislation,  and  proved  himself  to  be  a 
wise  and  judicious  member  of  congress.  On  his  re- 
tirement from  his  seat  in  congress,  he  returned  to  the 
| practice  of  his  profession.  But  his  qualifications  for 
the  public  service  were  too  commanding  to  escape 
I the  attention  of  the  party  which  prevailed  at  the 
| election  of  1840,  and,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
' administration  of  President  Harrison,  he  was  ap- 


pointed comptroller  of  the;  treasury.  In  this  station 
he  discharged  his  laborious  and  complicated  duties  so 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  President  Tyler,  that  on 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ewing,  he  was  elevated  to  the 
distinguished  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  which  he  now  fills,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  senate,  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Forward  is  dignified  in  deportment,  concilia- 
tory in  manners,  methodical  in  business,  of  indutrious 
habits,  and  entirely  devoted  to  his  arduous  duties. 
He  has  had  occasion  to  bestow  much  attention  to  po- 
litical economy  and  fiscal  affairs,  and,  as  a practical 
financier,  he  is  probably  surpassed  by  no  man  in  the 
service  of  the  government.  Nor  is  there,  perhaps, 
any  man  in  the  union  more  familliar,  from  practical 
experience,  with  the  resources  and  wants  of  the 
country,  in  regard  to  the  complicated  system  of  na- 
tional revenue.  He  is  emphatically  a man  of  details, 
and  has  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
incidental  and  remote  tendencies  of  graduating  duties 
and  imposts  on  the  multifarious  articles  of  consump- 
tion, in  respect  to  affording  due  protection  to  arti- 
cles of  domestic  manufacture,  and  imposing  appro- 
priate burdens  on  articles  of  mere  luxury. 

This,  after  all,  constitutes  the  great  secret  of  finan- 
ciering, on  a national  scale,  which  has  been  so  much 
the  study  and  desideratum  of  the  statesman  of  modern 
times.  While,  therefore,  the  advocates  of  American 
industry  will  find  in  Mr.  Forward  an  elightened  and 
discreet  friend,  the  nation  at  large  will  go  with  him, 
heart  and  soul,  in  all  just  recommendations,  for  de- 
riving a suitable  proportion  of  the  revenue,  from  ar- 
ticles of  mere  luxury.  In  the  selection,  then,  of  Mr. 
Forward,  to  preside  over  the  intricate  and  complicat- 
ed affairs  of  the  treasury  department — extending  its 
ramifications  from  the  centre  to  the  remote  extremi- 
ties of  the  republic — comprehending  every  species  of 
revenue,  and  involving  in  its  vortex  interests  con- 
nected with  each  and  every  branch  of  industry  and 
commerce — President  Tyler  has  afforded  another  sig- 
nal instance  of  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  In  fine,  Mr.  Forward  has  every  qualifica- 
tion for  his  office,  and  bids  fair  to  become  as  useful 
as  any  one  of  his  predecessors. 

From  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

Honorable  Walter  Forward.  The  Pittsburg 
Advocate  pays  a high  compliment  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury.  It  says:  “We  are  disposed  to  look 
upon  the  appointment  of  this  gentlemen  to  the  im- 
portant station  of  secretary  ol'  the  treasury  as  an 
auspicious  omen.  The  moderation  of  his  character, 
high  moral  worth  and  great  abilities,  are  a guarantee 
to  the  union  that  the  duties  of  his  office  will  be  well 
and  faithfully  discharged;  while  to  the  northern  and 
middle  sections  of  it  his  known  predilections  in  favor 
of  the  protection  of  domestic  industry,  will  render  it 
peculiarly  acceptable.” 

From  the  Charleston  Courier. 

Mr.  Legare.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Legare, 
considered  simply  in  reference  to  his  fitness  for  the 
office,  must  please  the  country  without  distinction  of 
party. 

His  selection  to  all  Carolinians,  to  be  a confi- 
dential adviser  of  the  president,  justifies  the  opinion 
which  many  citizens  of  the  state  have  entertained  of 
him — as  the  president  must  have  been  guided  by  the 
estimate  of  public  opinion. 

Politically  regarded, .the  appointment  of  Mr.  Le- 
gare by  Mr.  Tyler,  is  the  broadest  possible  intima- 
tion, that  the  president  seeks  nothing,  and  expects 
nothing  from,  and  will  yield  nothing  to  Mr.  Calhoun. 
The  victim  has  now  become  victor,  and  Mr.  Legare, 
the  reviled,  and  the  persecuted,  is  the  responsible 
organ  of  his  native  state,  in  the  councils  of  the  ad- 
ministration. 

From  the  Newark  Advertiser. 

The  attorney  general,  Hugh  S.  Legare,  is  among 
the  most  accomplished  men  of  our  age — a well  ap- 
proved scholar,  statesman  and  jurist.  He  comes 
from  one  of  the  old  Huguenot  families  that  emigrat- 
ed to  South  Carolina  more  than  a century  ago.  Be- 
ing an  able  opponent  of  nullification,  General  Jack- 
son  made  him  charge  to  Belgium,  and  on  his  return 
in  1836,  he  was  sent  to  congress  from  Charleston, 
where  he  is  a distinguished  lawyer.  He  parted  with 
the  Van  Buren  party  on  the  sub-treasury  question 
and  distinguished  himself  by  his  manly  and  eloquent 
speeches  against  it — knowing  of  course  they  must 
forfeit  him  his  seat.  His  literary  contribution  to  the 
Southern  and  New  York  Reviews,  have  given  him 
at  least  a place  among  the  best  writers  of  the  day. 

From  the  New  York  Tribune. 

Hugh  S.  Legare,  attorney  general.  Mr.  Legare  is 
a citizen  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  and  we  believe  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  French  Huguenot  families 
which  settled  there  over  a century  ago.  He  became 
eminent  by  his  writings  in  the  “Southern  Review,” 
a quarterly  published  in  Charleston  some  years  since. 
He  was  appointed  charge  to  Belgium,  by  General 
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Jackson  being  a warm  “union”  man  as  opposed  to 
nullification.  He  returned  to  Charleston  in  1336-7 
and  was  soon  after  proposed  for  congress  and  elected, 
turning  out  hon.  H.  L.  Pinckney  (nullifer)  on  a med- 
ly  of  political  and  local  issues.  Mr.  L.  went  to  con- 
gress in  1837  as  an  administration  man,  but,  on  the 
sub-treasury  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  he 
took  ground  against  it  in  a profound  and  masterly 
speech,  as  also  in  a powerful  “letter  to  a constituent.” 
For  his  course  he  was  thrown  out  of  congress  at  the 
next  election — Charleston  being  the  strongest  sub- 
treasury city  in  the  union — but  he  abated  nothing  of 
his  warfare  upon  the  sub-treasury  project,  speaking 
luminously  at  our  conservative  state  convention  last 
October  and  repeatedly  in  this  city  and  elsewhere. 
He  has  recently  contributed  several  masterly  articles 
on  classical  literature  to  the  New  York  Review. 

From  the  Lexington,  ( Ky.)  Observer. 

Governor  Wickliffe.  We  regret  to  observe  that 
the  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Louisville  Jour- 
nal and  perhaps  other  papers,  attribute  this  appoint- 
ment to  governor  Wickliffe’  supposed  hostility  to 
Mr.  Clay — a motive  equally  disparaging  to  Mr.  Ty- 
ler and  to  governor  Wickliffe.  Those  who  are  in 
the  least  acquainted  with  the  political  history  of  the 
country  know  that  the  president  and  the  postmaster 
general  served  together  many  years  in  congress,  and 
that  the  most  imimate  relations,  both  personal  and 
potitical,  subsisted  between  them.  The  admirable 
system,  indominable  industry,  and  superior  ability 
displayed  by  governor  Wickliffe  in  the  various  sta- 
tions which  he  has  filled,  readily  pointed  him  out  as 
in  every  way  admirably  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  high  station  to  which  he  has  been  call- 
ed. We  do  not  feel  disposed  to  draw  any  invidious 
comparisons  between  Governor  Wickliffe  and  any 
other  gentleman;  but  we  confidently  believe  that  his 
appointment  is  highly  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  and  predict  that,  under  his  administration, 
the  post  office  department  will  be  conducted  with 
method,  economy  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  na- 
tion. 

From  the  Frankfort,  ( Ky.)  Commonwealth. 

The  president,  in  the  formation  of  his  new  cabinet, 
has  conferred  the  office  of  postmaster  general  upon 
the  hon.  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  and  the  appoint- 
ment has  been  confirmed  by  the  senate.  It  is  un- 
derstood here  that  Mr.  Wickliffe  will  accept  the 
office,  and  that  he  will  enter  upon  the  discharge  of 
its  duties  as  soon  as  he  can  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  a change  of  residence.  Mr.  Wick- 
liffe is  eminently  qualified  for  the  office  of  post- 
master general,  uniting  as  he  does  to  talents  of  the 
first  order,  great  experience  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  both  state  and  national,  and  an  un- 
tiring industry.  As  chief  magistrate  of  Kentucky, 
he  gave  great  satisfaction  by  the  ability  and  vigor  of 
his  administration,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that,  when- 
ever apportunity  offers,  he  will  still  do  all  that  he 
can  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  state. 

From  the  Neu i York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Mr.  John  C.  Spencer. — The  translation  of  this 
gentleman  from  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  to  the  head  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, is  one  of  those  events  which  is  well  calculated 
to  arrest  public  attention,  and  cause  inquiry  into  the 
principles  and  motives  which  influence  the  conduct 
of  prominent  politicians.  We  said  some  months  since 
that  experience  had  taught  us,  that  all  our  prominent 
politicians,  if  not  corrupt,  were  at  least  time  serving 
and  selfish.  Every  day’s  experience  is  well  calculated 
to  confirm  us  in  this  conviction;  and  the  sooner  the 
people  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  country,  because  a correct  knowledge  of  our 
public  men,  is  certain  to  change  the  character  of  our 
political  contests,  and  render  “principles,  not  men,” 
the  great  object  of  our  struggles. 

When  Mr.  Tyler  ventured  upon  his  second  veto, 
and  that  too,  upon  a bill  which  had  been  got  up  under 
his  own  supervision  and  at  his  personal  request  through 
Daniel  Webster,  his  secretary  of  state, — public 
opinion  was  unanimous  in  his  condemnation,  and 
every  person  who  pretended  to  think  upon  the  sub- 
ject and  give  vent  to  his  thoughts,  united  in  declaring 
that  the  executive  of  the  nation  had  proved  himself 
false  to  his  political  friends,  false  to  his  country,  false 
to  his  own  reputation,  and  at  the  same  time,  guilty  of 
the  grossest  deception  to  the  members  of  his  cabinet 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  whig  party  in  congress. 

Four  of  the  members  of  his  cabinet  retired  in  dis- 
gust, avowing  that  as  men  of  honor  they  could  no 
longer  hold  office  under  one  who  had  proved  himself 
so  utterly  regardless  of  the  most  solemn  pledges;  and 
a fifth,  Mr.  Granger,  also  tendered  his  resignation, 
which  was  accepted,  because  his  friends  were  of 
opinion  the  honor  of  the  empiire  state  required  that 
he  should  refuse  to  hold  office  under  one  who  had 
thus  treated  yyith  contempt  the  will  of  the  people, 
and  the  reasonable  expectations  of  those  who  had 
elected  him  to  office,  at  the  same  time  that  he  had 


proved  himself  wanting  in  that  regard  for  his  word, 
without  which  no  man  can  claim  to  be  the  associate 
of  gentlemen.  Next  came  a manifesto  from  the  whig 
members  of  congress,  appealing  to  the  people  against 
the  president;  and  this  important  document  was  re- 
sponded to  from  Albany  by  a call  for  a state  conven- 
tion, which  call  it  was  generally  understood  at  the 
time,  and  is  now  admitted  to  have  been  written  by 
John  C.  Spencer ! 

We  give  that  portion  of  the  document  setting  forth 
the  cause  for  this  rally  against  the  executive.  It  is 
addressed  to  the  whigs  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  in  these  words  : — 

“An  eventful  crisis  has  occurred  in  our  political 
affairs.  The  individual  elected  to  the  second  office 
in  the  general  government,  by  the  votes  of  the  demo- 
cratic whig  party,  and  by  an  inscrutable  dispensation 
of  Providence,  called  to  fill  the  place  for  which  the 
lamented  Harrison  was  designed,  is  declared  by  the 
representatives  in  congress  of  our  parly,  t°  have  forfeited 
their  confidence,  and  to  have  “voluntarily  separated  him- 
self from  those  by  whose  exertions  and  suffrages  he  was 
elevated  to  that  office  through  which  he  has  reached  his 
present  exalted  station .”  He  is  represented  to  have 
withdrawn  his  confidence  from  his  real  friends  in  con- 
gress, and  from  the  members  of  a cabinet  selected  by  his 
predecessor,  approved  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
democratic  whigs  of  the  union,  and  invited  by  him  to 
continue  his  chosen  counsellors;  and  to  have  trusted 
and  been  guided  by  those  who  have  been  distinguish- 
ed by  a faithless  opposition  to  every  measure  for 
which  we  have  so  long  contended,  and  which  have  re- 
ceived his  own  sanction. 

“We  are  informed  from  the  same  source,  that  he 
has  capriciously  exercised  that  last  remnant  of  kingly  pow- 
er left  in  our  constitution,  the  executive  veto,  against  the 
undoubted  expression  of  public  opinion,  through  the  le- 
gislative body,  and  in  violation  of  his  own  previous  as- 
surances. And  we  now  learn  that  what  may  be  deemed 
the  first  step  of  conciliation  towards  his  and  our  po- 
litibal  antagonists  has  been  taken  by  the  appointment 
to  one  of  the  most  important  posts  in  the  treasni-y  depart- 
ment, of  a decided  adherent  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  who, 
for  that  cause  only,  had  but  just  been  removed  from  the 
same  post." 

Here  are  four  distinct  charges  upon  which  Mr. 
Spencer  places  the  necessity  for  a state  convention 
to  rally  the  whig  party  against  the  president;  and  all 
save  the  last,  which  was  based  on  an  event  that  had 
not  taken  place,  and  which  in  itself  was  very  imme- 
terial,  are  still  in  full  force.  How,  then,  it  is  every 
where  asked,  can  Mr.  Tyler  offer,  and  Mr.  Spencer 
accept  of  a place  in  the  new  cabinet?  This  is  a 
question  which  Mr.  Spencer  is  far  more  capable  of 
answering  than  we  are,  and  as  we  are  so  thick  headed 
as  not  to  be  able  to  perceive  how  Mr.  Webster  can 
retain  his  place  with  honor,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
he  (Mr.  S.)  can  answer  it  in  a manner  perfectly  sa- 
tisfactory. We  hope  so,  because  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, we  look  at  his  position  as  a very  awkward 
one. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  nevertheless, 
thus  testifies  as  to  the  new  secretary. 

“To  those  at  a distance  who  do  not  know  Mr. 
Spencer,  and  to  our  army  friends,  who  very  naturally 
feel  a deep  interest  in  the  character  of  the  person 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  war  department,  we  deem 
it  proper  to  say,  that  Mr.  John  C.  Spencer  is  a gen- 
tleman who  as  a man  of  talents  and  a lawyer,  has  no 
suprerior  in  New  York,  and  but  few  equals  in  the  na- 
tion. We  believe  him  to  he  quite  as  honest  as  any 
other  politician  in  the  country,  and  we  may  almost 
say  that  we  know  him  to  be  the  most  laborious  and 
indefatigable  business  man  in  the  union, — aye,  in  the 
union.  With  power  of  mind  fully  qualifying  him  for 
any  position,  he  possesses  ability  to  labor  for  the 
mere  love  of  labor,  such  as  has  rarely  if  ever  been 
witnessed.  Whether  at  Albany  or  Washington,  he 
will  not  only  discharge  promptly  all  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  the  duties  of  most  of  the  clerks  under  him 
but  he  will  insist  that  the  duties  of  all  the  other  de- 
partments be  discharged  with  equal  promptness,  or 
enter  upon  their  discharge  himself.  He  is  no  respec- 
ter of  persons;  and  the  president  and  Daniel  Webster 
will  find  the  finger  of  John  C.  Spencer  in  their  de- 
partments as  well  as  his  own,  if  they  do  not  do  all, 
and  a little  more  than  any  executive  or  secretary  of 
state  ever  did  before. 

Such  is  John  C.  Spencer;  and  although  a some- 
what impracticable  politician,  he  is  admirably  calcu- 
lated for  the  war  department, — the  duties  of  which, 
embracing  as  they  do  the  entire  Indian  relations  of 
the  country,  are  far  more  arduous  than  those  of  all 
the  other  departments  combined.  In  mind  and  ac- 
quirements, Mr.  Webster  is  his  only  equal;  and 
with  Mr.  Spencer’s  really  extraordinary  business 
capacity,  and  with  more  political  honesty  than  most 
politicians,  there  can  be  no  doubt  his  selection  will 
prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  depart- 
ment over  which  he  is  called  to  preside. 


I From  the  Madisonian. 

I Judge  A.  P.  Upshur.  Among  the  names  transmitted 
by  the  president  to  the  senate,  was  that  of  Abel  P. 
Upsiiur,  of  Virginia,  for  secretary  ol  the  navy.  As  Mr. 
Upshur  has  never  been  in  congress,  his  name  is  not 
familiar  to  the  nation  at  large.  In  this  respect  he 
stands  in  the  rear  of  many  others  of  far  inferior  ca- 
pacity. As  he  has  been  invited  to  take  a seat  in  the 
cabinet  of  President  Tyler,  your  readers  will  be  in- 
terested to  know  something  of  his  character  and  pub- 
lic career.  He  is  not  unknown  to  fame,  however,  in 
his  own  section  of  the  country. 

Judge  Upshur  is  a distinguished  justice  of  the  high 
court  of  appeals  of  his  native  state.  He  was  a pupil 
of  the  late  Mr.  Wirt,  was  for  several  years  engaged 
in  an  extensive  practice,  and  soon  rose  to  the  first 
rank  in  his  profession.  As  a well-read  lawyer  and 
an  able  advocate,  he  had  no  superior,  and  few  equals 
in  his  state.  He  was  for  several  years  a distinguish- 
ed member  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  took  a 
prominent  and  leading  part  in  the  legislation  of  the 
times. 

In  the  memorable  convention  which  assembled  at 
Richmond  in  1829,  for  the  formation  of  a new  con- 
stitution for  Virginia,  Mr.  Upshur  was  a prominent 
member.  In  that  convention  were  comprehended 
the  leading  statesmen  of  the  Old  Dominion,  including 
Madison,  Monroe,  John  Marshall,  John  Tyler,  J.  and 
P.  P.  Barbour,  John  Randolph,  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  and  others.  James  Monroe  was  president  of 
the  convention,  but  becoming  ill  before  the  close  of 
its  deliberations,  Philip  P.  Barbour  was  chosen  in  his 
place.  All  the  master-spirits  of  Virginia  were  there, 
and  a more  able  assemblage  of  worthies  was  never 
convened  in  the  Old  Dominion.  It  was  on  that  oc- 
casion that  the  qualities  of  Mr.  Upshur  as  a states- 
man of  enlarged  and  comprehensive  views  were  fully 
developed. 

Amid  the  conflicting  plans  for  the  basis  and  outline 
of  a constitution,  Mr.  Upshur  had  the  distinguished 
honor  of  presenting  the  projet,  which  was  finally  adopt- 
ed, and  in  consequence  of  the  profound  wisdom  dis- 
played in  conceiving  the  plan,  and  the  ability  and 
eloquence  exerted  in  maturing,  illustrating,  and  urg- 
ing it  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  present,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  Monroe,  and  Mr.  Randolph  united  in  the 
memorable  declaration  that  he  was  the  ablest  mem- 
ber of  the  convention.  Such  a compliment,  coming 
from  such  high  authority,  would  not  have  been  be- 
stowed at  random,  and  could  not  have  been  a matter 
of  indifference  to  any  one,  even  though  he  had  enjoy- 
ed the  highest  honors  of  the  constitution.  But  to 
one  of  Mr.  Upshur’s  age — then  comparatively  a young 
man — it  was  a distinction  worthy  of  the  most  elevat- 
ed ambition,  and  calculated  to  confer  lasting  honor. 
His  efforts  on  that  occasion,  and  the  estimation  in 
which  they  were  held,  gave  him  a rank  among  the 
most  accomplished  statesmen  of  the  south. 

Iuthe  character  of  a judge,  his  official  labors  have 
been  limited  to  the  unobtrusive  discharge  of  judicial 
functions.  The  spotless  ermine  never  rested  on  a more 
pure  and  upright  judge.  On  the  bench,  he  has  redeem- 
ed the  just  expectations  of  the  people,  by  the  learn- 
ing, ability,  impartiality,  and  dignified  manner,  in 
which  he  has  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office.  To 
talents  of  the  first  order, — to  extensive  and  varied 
learning,  and  long  experience,  as  a lawyer  and  judge 
— as  a legislator  and  statesman  of  enlarged  views — 
he  unites  industry  and  method  in  the  application  of  a 
powerful  intellect  to  the  details  of  business.  Few 
men  posses  so  clear  and  comprehensive  a mind,  cou- 
pled with  the  native  eloquence,  to  enforce  his  con- 
clusions on  the  minds  of  others,  and  it  was  the  re- 
mark of  a distinquished  southern  statesman,  familiar 
with  the  character  of  both, — that  he  knew  of  no  man 
in  the  union  better  calculated  than  Judge  Upshur,  to 
compete  with  the  gigantic  intellect  of  Daniel  Web- 
ster, on  any  important  subject. 

Judge  Upshur  is  an  accomplished  gentleman  of  the 
Virginia  school,  and  in  all  the  social  relations  of  pub- 
lic and  private  life,  he  is  dignified  in  manners,  conci- 
liatory in  deportment,  and  accessible  to  friends,  to 
neighbors,  and  to  all  others  in  the  common  inter- 
course of  business. 

On  the  lamented  death  of  the  late  Judge  Barbour, 
Judge  Upshur  was  spoken  of  as  his  successor,  and  it 
would  have  been  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  Virginia,  to  have  seen  him  translated  to 
the  vacant  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States.  But  other  counsels  prevailed,  and 
the  judiciary  department  of  the  nation  was  thus  pre- 
cluded from  the  services  of  one  who  was  qualified  to 
become  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

It  has  beon  said  that  Judge  Upshur  has  never  been 
in  congress,  and  is  not  extensively  known  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Old  Dominion.  This  is  but  a negative 
objection,  and  is  consistent  with  the  highest  personal 
merits.  A similar  objection  was  made  a few  months 
ago  to  Mr.  Badger,  and  when  he  was  nominated  by 
Gen.  Harrison,  as  secretary  of  the  navy,  lie  was  but 
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little  known  out  of  North  Carolina,  and  we  heard  the 
q-’n-fi  . , p^opQrjfidsd  "bv  ip thin  otic  membftr  of* 
congress,  “ Who  is  George  E.  Badger?”  The  answer 
was  readily  given  by  every  citizen  of  that  state.  He 
accepted  office,  and  is  now  universally  acknowledged 
to  have  been  an  able  and  efficient  head  of  the  de- 
partment. Those  who  know  Judge  U.  best,  are  as 
ready  to  vouch  for  his  qualifications,  for  any  post  that 
may  be  assigned  to  him. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Of  all  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  cabinet,  except  one,  we  have  some  personal 
knowledge;  and,  whilst  we  may  doubt  whether  they 
are  all  the  best  selections  that  could  be  made  for  the 
stations  they  are  respectively  assigned  to,  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  appointments  are  upon 
the  whole  better  than  could  have  been  expected. — 
They  are  all  gentlemen  of  honorable  repute,  of  in- 
telligence, and,  we  believe,  of  business  habits. 

From  the  Alexandria  Gazette. 

Of  those  gentlemen,  it  may  be  said,  generally,  that 
they  are  able  and  intelligent  statesmen.  Mr.  For- 
ward is  an  ardent  whig;  Mr.  Upshur  is  what  is  called 
a “whig  abstractionist;”  Mr.  Legare  is  a distinguish- 
ed whig  conservative;  and  Mr.  Wickliffe  is  a decid- 
ed whig.  The  last  cabinet,  we  consider,  was  the  ablest 
and  best  that  the  country  has  had  for  many  years.— 
We  sincerely  hope  that  the  new  one  will  devote  it- 
self to  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  retrenchment  and  reform  which  the  people 
laid  down  as  their  will,  at  the  election  last  November. 

From  the  Neic  York  Times. 

The  gratitude  of  the  republican  party  will  accom- 
pany the  late  members  of  the  cabinet  in  their  re- 
tirement. They  have  performed  their  duty  to  the 
country  worthily  and  well,  and  however  much  we 
may  regret  their  secession,  the  motives  which  led 
to  it  command  our  unqualified  respect.  Their  suc- 
cessors, are  men  of  ability  and  integrity;  and  well 
qualified,  we  doubt  not,  as  any  who  could  have  been 
selected  to  discharge  the  high  trusts  confided  to 
them.  We  shall  support  them  to  the  best  of  our 
ability,  so  long  as  their  policy  shall  be  squared  by 
democratic  republican  principles  and  precedents. — 
We  go  for  measures,  and  not  for  men,  except  so  far 
as  they  represent  principles. 

These  are  all  whig  journals.  Now  let  us  see  what 
the  other  side  says.  The  New  York  Evening  Post 
opens  upon  the  dissolution  in  rather  a satirical  vein. 
It  calls  the  late  cabinet  an  ill-assorted  association 
that  flew  into  fragments,  like  the  ripe  seed-vessel  of 
the  plant  called  touchr-me-not , when  you  brush  it  with 
your  finger,  “Mr.  Webster,”  it  says,  “still  clings  to 
his  office  like  an  autumn  leaf — 

“The  last  red  leaf  of  all  its  clan, 

That- dances  as  long  as  dance  it  can. 

On  the  topmost  bough” — 

If  he  abdicates  his  place  at  all,  it  will  be 

With  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay— 
but  we  think  he  will  be  obliged,  ere  long,  to  go  after 
his  fellows.” 

The  Post,  after  remarking  that  the  confirmation 
of  the  new  cabinet  would  be  by  a grudging  and  sulky 
vote,  proceeds  to  speak  of  the  members  of  it  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Walter  Forward,  who  is  nominated  to  the  post 
of  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is  a western  Pennsyl- 
vania lawyer,  a native  of  one  of  the  New  England 
states,  who  went  in  early  life  to  Pittsburg,  and  rose 
to  eminence  at  the  bar.  He  is  known  not  to  agree 
with  the  Clay  party  on  the  banking  question.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  is  a high-tariff  man,  and  strongly 
attached  to  the  mischievous  protective  system. 

“Abel  P.  Upshur,  who  is  named  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  navy,  is  an  ingenious  Virginian,  fond  of 
speculating  and  refining.  He  has  written  some  es- 
says upon  the  abolition  question,  in  which,  we  be- 
lieve, he  maintained  the  extreme  southern  doctrine. 

“Hugh  S.  Legare,  whom  Mr.  Tyler  has  selected 
to  fill  the  place  of  attorney  general,  holds  in  politics 
much  the  same  position  with  regard  to  parties  in  this 
country,  that  the  doctrinaries  hold  in  France.  He  is 
eloquent  and  erudite,  perhaps  not  very  practical. — 
His  brilliant  literary  reputation  will  make  his  acces- 
sion to  the  cabinet  ornamental  at  least. 

“Of  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  who  it  is  supposed  will 
be  nominated  to  the  place  of  postmaster  general,  we 
can  say  little.  He  belongs  to  a family  of  Kentuc- 
kians whose  dislike  of  Mr.  Clay  is  well  known. 

“The  new  cabinet,  like  the  last,  will  be  composed 
altogether  of  lawyers.” 

IMPORTATIONS.  The  New  York  Express  says 
there  is  undoubtedly  an  immense  stock  of  goods  on 
hand  much  larger  of  some  descriptions  than  is  want- 
ed or  than  will  be  sold  for  months  to  come.  The 
temptation,  to  escape  the  new  duty,  has  been  such, 
that  many  foreign  houses  have  been  induced  to  ship, 
and  the  disposition  to  advance  on  consignments,  is 
the  great  causes  of  the  rise  in  foreign  bills. 


COMMERCIAL  REGULATION.  Information  [ 
has  been  offieiallv  received  from  our  consul  at  Mata- 
moras  that  the  Mexican  government,  considering  the 
ports  of  Yucatan,  Tobasco  and  Texas  as  closed,  for-  j 
bids  the  introduction  of  any  articles  coming  from  ] 
those  countries,  either  directly  or  through  the  ports 
of  other  nations,  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  under  the  heavy  penalties  prescribed  by  the 
51st  article  of  the  tariff. 

The  decree  to  this  effect  is  enforced  from  and  after 
the  25th  of  August  past  with  regard  to  vessels  from 
the  coasts  of  the  Mexican  gulf  or  of  Cuba;  and  from 
and  after  the  17th  of  September  past  with  regard  to 
vessels  from  the  Atlantic  ports  of  America. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

Mexican  Consulate.  New  Orleans,  September  IS, 
1841.  I am  directed  by  his  excellency,  the  president 
of  the  Mexican  republic  to  make  known  that  all  per- 
sons travelling  in  the  departments  of  Upper  or  Lower 
California,  without  giving  notice  to  the  government, 
or  his  diplomatic  or  consular  agents  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  passports,  will  be  subject  to  be  driven 
from  the  territories  of  said  departments,  without  ren- 
dering the  government  liable  for  any  indemnity,  inas- 
much as  they  will  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  for- 
malities required  by  the  laws  of  the  republic. 

F.  DE  ARRONGOIS. 

COTTON  TRADE.  The  crop  of  cotton  for  the 
year  has  been  made  up  at  the  south,  this  year,  to  the 
1st  of  September,  instead  of  the  1st  of  October,  as 
has  been  the  case  heretofore,  consequently  the  pre- 
sent crop  is  the  receipts  for  eleven  months  only,  and 
the  next  will  be  those  for  thirteen  months.  They 
are,  however,  so  exceedingly  small  during  the  pre- 
sent month,  that  it  will  make  but  little  difference  as 
to  the  actual  result.  The  following  is  a table  of  the 
crops,  as  compared  with  other  years: 

Crop  of  Cotton  in  the  United  States. 

1838.  1839.  1840.  1841. 

New  Orleans,  721,356  580,160  939,598  786,857 
Alabama,  309,807  251,743  446,678  317,699 
South  Carolina,  294,334  210,181  311,738  224,739 
Georgia,  306,210  205,142  295,708  147,601 
Florida,  106,171  85,177  118,344  89,862 

North  Carolina,  21,489  11,136  9,820  7,392 

Virginia,  32,000  22,200  19,000  20,397 

Other  ports,  2,280 


Total  crops,  1,801,497  1,365,898  2,151,591 1,592,131 
Increase,  377,567  785,693 

Decrease,  435,799  559,469 

The  average  crop  for  the  past  five  years  has  been 
it  appears,  1,663,009  bales,  and  has  been  an  over  sup- 
ply. The  stock  on  hand  now  being  in  excess  of  that 
of  last  year,  at  this  time,  about  1,000  bales  in  the  U. 
States.  The  stock  of  raw  cotton  in  Liverpool  is  also 
in  excess  of  that  of  last  year,  and  the  falling  off  in 
the  quantity  taken  by  the  trade  is  3,800  bales  per 
week  for  the  first  six  months;  but  the  quantity  actu- 
ally consumed  is  stated,  in  Burns’  Glance,  at  but  400 
bales  per  week  less  than  last  year,  making  a decrease 
in  the  quantity  of  raw  cotton  held  by  the  trade,  of 
88,400  bales  during  the  six  weeks.  This  exists,  how- 
ever, in  the  shape  of  goods,  which  it  is  difficult  to 
dispose  of  at  a profitable  rate.  The  imports  into 
England,  during  the  six  months  from  Jan.  1,  1841,  to 
August  30,  have  increased  in  all  qualities  of  Ameri- 
can. 

Imports  of  cotton  into  England,  January  1,  to  August 
30,  1840,  and  1841. 

1840.  1841  Increase.  Decrease. 

American,  1,013,852  793,829  129,023 

Brazil,  65,941  81,086  15,145 

East  Indies,  104,348  124,991  17,643 

Egypt,  24,847  30,261  5,414 

West  Indies,  3,308  5,639  2,331 


Total,  1,216,296  1,052,806  163,490 

During  the  six  months  it  appears,  then,  that  the  de- 
crease in  imports  was  not  so  great  as  the  decrease  in 
quantity  taken  by  the  trade.  For  the  coming  year 
the  supply  will  be  much  greater  in  proportion  to  the 
consumption.  The  usual  hue  and  cry  is  now  raised 
from  the  south,  as  to  the  injury  sustained  by  the  new 
crop.  There  is  in  some  sections  a little  truth  in  the 
matter,  but  under  any  circumstances  that  can  now 
arise,  the  crop  will  be  fully  equal  to  that  of  last  year. 
The  cotton  holders  are  very  desponding,  but  they  do 
not  yet  make  up  their  minds  to  submit  to  the  large 
reduction  demanded  by  shippers.  [N.  Y.  Herald. 

LAKE  TRADE.  There  were  cleared  at  the  col- 
lector’s office,  in  Buffalo,  during  the  season  of  the  ca- 
nal navigation  for  1840,  bound  to  an  eastern  market, 
634,000  bbls.  of  flour,  881,000  bushels  wheat,  25,000 
bbls.  pork,  and  7,000  barrels  of  ashes,  besides  the 
thousands  of  tons  of  whiskey,  butter,  cheese,  lard, 
seeds,  furs,  lumber,  &c.  &c.  And  the  toll  collected 


at  that  office  exceeded  in  amount  any  other  office  in 
the  state,  being  over  4313.909 

The  increase  of  toll  the  present  season  (1841)  at 
that  place  is  astonishingly  large.  They  received  up 
to  the  first  day  of  August  about  $200,000.  And  the 
same  ratio  of  increase  in  the  next  five  years  will 
swell  the  tolls  at  that  office  to  more  than  a million  of 
dollars  annually. 

GROGAN  RELEASED.  We  inserted  in  the 
Register  of  the  2d  instant,  an  account  of  the  abduc- 
tion of  James  W.  Grogan  from  the  state  of  Vermont 
and  of  his  confinement  at  Montreal.  We  learn  by 
accounts  from  Canada  that  sir  Richard  Jackson,  in 
the  temporary  administration  of  the  Canadian  go- 
vernment, promptly  released  the  person  of  Grogan, 
and  he  was  on  the  4th  instant  handed  over  to  the  in- 
spector of  police  by  the  sheriff  of  Montreal,  to  be  by 
the  former  functionary  safely  escorted  to  the  United 
States  line. 

A party  of  British  soldiers  it  seems  escorted  Gro- 
gan to  the  Canada  line  and  there  dismissed  him. — 
Our  government  will  of  course  demand  of  Great 
Britain  the  punishment  of  the  ruffians  who  committed 
the  outrage. 

The  New  York  American  states  that  the  hon.  C. 
R.  Ogden,  attorney  general  of  Canada,  on  his  way 
through  that  city  to  Boston,  and  thence  by  steamer 
to  England,  mentioned  that  on  learning  the  arrest  of 
Grogan,  he  took  immediate  measures  to  have  him  re- 
leased, and  that  G-rogan,  after  being  brought  to  the 
United  States,  went  back  to  Canada,  when  the  people 
refused  to  arrest  him;  thus  frustrating  his  design  to 
become  a McLeod  lion. 

We  copy  the  annexed  paragraph  from  the  Mon- 
teral  Gazette  of  the  28th  ultimo.  The  Monteral 
Times  of  the  same  date  has  a similar  paragraph. 

“We  mentioned  a short  time  ago,  that  the  noto- 
rious Grogan  had  been  brought  into  town,  in  charge 
of  a party  of  volunteer  dragoons,  and  lodged  in  jail. 
Since  then,  we  have  learned  that  some  little  excite- 
ment has  been  created  on  the  other  side  of  the  line 
by  his  arrest — and  the  good  people  of  Burlington 
have  thought  it  worth  while  to  hold  a meeting,  by 
which  the  gentleman  may  he  restored  to  his  amiable 
pursuits  of  house  and  barn  burning.  It  was  to  have 
been  held  yesterday,  and  the  grounds,  we  understand, 
upon  which,  ‘action,’  (as  our  neighbors  phrase  it), 
would  be  taken,  were,  that  Grogan  was  kidnapped 
from  the  United  States,  carried  into  this  province, 
and  then  surrendered  to  the  civil  power.  If  this  be 
true,  the  man  of  course,  ought  not  be  retained  in 
custody;  and  if  it  can  be  established  by  affidavits, 
notwithstanding  the  high  crimes  of  which  true  bills 
have  been  found  against  him  in  our  criminal  courts, 
no  obstacle,  we  presume,  will  be  offered  to  his  sur- 
render to  such  American  authorities  as  may  take 
the  proper  steps  for  his  release.” 

From  this  paragragh,  two  important  facts  appear. 
First.  That  the  force  seizing  Grogan  was  a volun- 
teer, and  not  a regular  force.  Second.  That  opinion 
in  Montreal  is  settled  that  if  the  man  was  kidnapped 
within  our  borders,  he  should  be  immediately  given 
up. 

There  remains  now  only  one  other  step,  that  sir 
R.  Jackson  should  immediately  order  his  restoration 
to  our  limits,  and  the  punishment  of  the  violators  of 
our  territory.  Thus  would  this  new  speck  of  war  in 
the  horizon  be  dissipated. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  seen  a letter 
from  an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  who  had 
repaired  to  Alburgh,  and  there  ascertained  that  the 
outrage  was  committed  by  volunteers  and  not  regu- 
lars, and  without  the  presence,  or,  so  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  the  sanction  of  any  commissioned  of- 
ficer. 

Of  course,  therefore,  restitution  and  redress  will 
be  promptly  tendered  by  the  Canadian  government. 

[JV'eiw  Fork  American. 

SANTA  FE  TRADERS.  Several  of  the  persons 
connected  with  the  company  below,  and  the  specie 
alluded  to,  arrived  in  this  city  several  days  ago,  but 
through  some  inattention  their  arrival  was  not  notic- 
ed. We  are  greatly  obliged  to  our  correspondent  for 
his  letter.  The  information  will  be  interesting  to 
many  of  our  readers.  [St.  Louis  Bulletin. 

Independence,  Sept.  21,  1841. 

Messrs.  Editors:  The  company  from  Santa  Fe 
arrived  some  short  time  since,  as  doubtless  you  have 
heard  ere  this.  Only  one  or  two  of  the  old  traders 
have  returned;  the  majority  of  the  party  being  com- 
posed of  those  who  freighted  out  goods  in  the  spring. 
Some  Spaniards  accompanied  them  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  out  merchandise  the  coming  year:  they 
brought  along  with  them  70  or  80,000  dollars,  and  a 
quantity  of  valuable  furs.  The  trip  has  been  the 
most  expeditious  one  ever  performed. . No  news  had 
been  received  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the 
Texian  expedition.  A ready  submission  on  the  part 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  16,  1841— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


101 


of  the  inhabitants  is  to  be  anticipated,  but  the  num- 
ber sent  from  Texas,  without  further  reinforcement, 
is  entirely  too  small  to  retain  possession  of  the  coun- 
try. Should  they  arrive  at  all  in  Santa  Fe,  it  is  said 
they  must  suffer  for  want  of  supplies,  as  great  scar- 
city of  food  in  that  quarter  is  looked  for  the  coming 
winter;  but  little  or  no  rain  having  fallen  since  ihe 
snow  disappeared  calculated  to  benefit  the  crops. — 
The  various  companies  going  out  from  here  met 
at  different  points,  all  doing  well.  Nine  or  ten  of 
the  California  company  returned  a few  days  since, 
having  left  the  remainder  on  some  of  the  tributaries 
of  Green  river  pursuing  their  journey  to  the  land  of 
promise.  It  is  said  they  had  one  wedding  on  the  road 
out,  and  one  man  accidently  killed  by  the  discharge 
of  his  gun.  The  returning  party  were  attacked  six 
or  eight  times,  but  not  seriously  injured.  They  seem 
satisfied  completely  with  their  Quixotic  adventure. 
Yours,  in  haste,  &c. 

THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  59. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Army , Adjutant  General's  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  8,  1841. 

The  following  instructions  have  been  received  from 
the  department  of  war,  and  are  published  for  the 
guidance  of  all  concerned: 

“The  president  directs  that  when  soldiers  are  dis- 
charged from  the  army  at  posts  within  the  Indian 
country,  they  shall  be  required  to  leave  the  Indian 
territory  within  a reasonable  time,  uwless  employed 
in  the  public  service,  or  permitted  to  reside  within 
the  Indian  country,  by  the  agent  of  the  tribe  on  whose 
lands  they  purpose  to  remain,  under  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  intercourse  with  the  Indians.” 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  60. 

Head-quarters  oj  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Oct.  9,  1841. 

As  soon  as  the  nine  companies  of  the  3d  regiment 
of  artillery,  now  in  the  field,  can  be  dispensed  with, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Florida  army  will  di- 
rect them  to  proceed  to  and  occupy  the  following 
posts: 

Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida. 

Company  E,  Captain  Lyon, 

Company  I,  Captain  Burke, 

Company  K,  Captain  Wade. 

Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

Company  G,  Captain  Gardner, 

Company  H,  Captain  D.  H.  Vinton. 

Fort  W rod,  Louisiana. 

^ Company  A,  Captain  Childs,  (brevet  major). 

Fort  Pike,  Louisiana. 

Company  F,  Capt.  McClintock,  (brevet  major). 

Nev)  Orleans  barracks. 

Company  B,  Captain  J.  R.  Vinton, 

Company  D,  Captain  Lee,  (brevet  major). 

The  colonel  will  take  post  at  the  New  Orleans 
barracks,  the  lieut.  colonel  at  Fort  Pickens,  and  the 
major  at  Fort  Morgan. 

By  command  of  Major  Gen.  Scott: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle . 

1st  Dragoons.  Company  B,  (under  command  of 
Lieut.  T.  McCrate),  arrived  at  this  city  upon  yester- 
day evening  the  17th,  from  Fort  Atkinson,  in  this  ter- 
ritory, situated  north-west  of  this  some  150  miles, 
high  up  on  the  waters  of  the  Cedar.  Their  destina- 
tion is,  to  us,  unknown,  as  well  as  that  of  their  time 
of  departure  from  here.  The  strength  of  the  company 
is  at  this  time  fifty-one,  rank  and  file,  some  of  their 
number  having  been  left  to  keep  garrison. 

[Iowa  City  Argus,  Sept.  18. 

2nd  Dragoons.  Resignation  of  first  lieut.  R.  B. 
Lawton  accepted,  Oct.  8,  1841. 

4th  Artillery.  Pursuant  to  general  regulations, 
brevet  Major  J.  L.  Gardner,  the  senior  captain  serv- 
ing with  his  regiment,  is  assigned  to  duty  according 
to  his  brevet  rank,  during  the  absence  of  the  colonel. 
(General  order,  No.  61,  Oct.  11,  1841). 

2nd  Infantry.  A detachment  of  200  recruits, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  E.  R.  Long,  sailed  from 
New  York,  Oct.  7th,  in  the  ship  John  Cumming,  for 
Savannah.  Officers  accompanying  the  detachment, 
assist,  surgeon  J.  H.  Baily,  and  lieuts.  A.  Sully  and 
L.  Gantt,  2d  infantry. 

5th  Infantry.  Companies  A,  B,  G and  K,  un- 
der command  of  captain  A.  Johnston,  left  Fort 
Crawford,  Sept.  16,  and  arrived  at  Jefferson  barracks 
on  the  24th.  Companies  C,  E,  F and  I,  under  com- 
mand  ol  brevet  Brig.  Gen.  Brooke,  left  Fort  Craw- 
lord  on  the  19th,  and  arrived  at  Jefferson  barracks 
on  the  27th  Sept.  Companies  D and  II  under  Lt. 
Col.  McIntosh,  from  Fort  Winnebago,  have  been  de- 
tained by  the  low  stage  of  the  waters  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin river,  but  are  expected  to  reach  Jefferson  barracks 
about  the  6th  Oct. 


The  whole  regiment  will  then  be  collected  at  Jef- 
ferson barracks,  where  it  will  remain  until  the  re- 
ceipt of  general  orders  No.  58,  assigning  it  to  the 
Detroit  frontier,  and  upper  lakes. 

6tii  Infantry.  A detachment  of  210  recruits  for 
the  6th  sailed  from  New  York,  Oct.  10,  in  the  ship 
Pennsylvania,  for  Tampa  Bay.  Officers  accompany- 
ing the  detachment:  Capt.  G.  Wright,  8th  infantry, 

commanding;  Surgeon  E.  Macomb;  Lieuts.  Todd, 
Garnett,  and  Flint,  of  the  6th,  and  Lieuts.  Beardsly, 
Burbank,  Darne  and  Morris,  of  the  8th. 

Court  Martial.  The  St.  Augustine  News  says, 
a court  martial  is  now  in  session  at  Pilatka,  for  the 
trial  of'  such  prisoners  as  may  be  brought  before  it, 
composed  of  the  following  officers,  viz:  Lieut.  Cols. 
Whiting,  Riley  and  Loomis,  Major  McClintock,  Cap- 
tains Waile,  Fulton,  Garner,  Smith,  Lee,  and  Capt. 
Bradford,  judge  advocate. 

From  Florida.  From  the  Savannah  papers  of  the 
7th.  More  Indian  murders — accident  to  the  United 
States  steamer  Beaufort  and  loss  of  lives! 

Three  steamers  arrived  yesterday  from  Florida, 
bringing  intelligence  from  the  seat  of  war  up  to  a 
late  date.  From  letters  and  verbal  information  by 
these  arrivals,  we  make  up  the  subjoined  condensed 
summary  of  the  news  received. 

On  Sunday,  26th  ultimo,  8 miles  from  Gray’s  Fer- 
ry a party  of  Indians  killed  Mr.  Jonathan  Thigpin 
and  a Mr.  Barber,  and  drove  off  some  cattle,  taking 
with  them  about  20  bushels  of  corn;  they  were  fol- 
lowed the  next  day,  and  the  place  found  were  they 
had  camped  during  the  night. 

On  the  29th,  near  Black  Creek,  Messrs.  Bleach 
and  Penner  were  fired  on  and  the  former  killed. — 
The  latter  escaped.  On  the  30th,  about  8 miles  from 
Fort  Crane,  two  brothers  named  Hallard  were  killed. 

The  express  rider  due  at  Pilatka  on  Sunday  night 
had  not  arrived  when  the  Newbern  left  at  5 P.  M. 
on  Monday,  and  it  was  feared  that  he  had  been  kill- 
ed. 

Accident  to  the  U.  S.  steamer  Beaufort.  We  have 
seen  a letter  from  Captain  Peck,  from  which  we 
learn  that  one  of  the  boilers  of  this  boat  burst  on 
Monday,  4th  inslant  at  1 o’clock  A.  M.  scalding  one 
white  boy,  named  James  Jones,  and  five  blacks. — 
Four  of  the  blacks  and  the  white  boy  were  killed. 

The  boat  at  the  time  of  the  accident  was  in  the  St. 
John’s  river,  about  eight  miles  from  the  mouth.  Her 
hull  is  not  much  injured,  the  explosion  having  an  up- 
ward direction,  breaking  the  main  and  promenade 
decks.  She  was  towed  to  Pilatka  on  Monday  by  the  ; 
steamer  Newbern. 

The  Beaufort  left  here  on  the  2d  instant  for  Pilatka 
loaded  with  hay  and  government  stores;  a few  bun- 
dles of  hay  were  blown  overboard  after  the  accident 
occurred. 

A correspondent  under  date  of  the  29th  says: — 
Yesterday  two  individuals  were  fired  on  by  Indians 
on  the  Pilatka  road,  and  the  horse  of  one  of  them 
killed.  The  men  escaped  into  Fort  Russell,  and 
gave  the  alarm.  The  troops  are  in  motion.” 

Another  correspondent,  writing  from  Cedar  Keys, 
remarks:  “The  war  appears  to  be  in  process  of  ter- 
mination; but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are 
still  three  hostile  chiefs  in  the  hammocks,  viz:  Sam  \ 
Jones,  Halleck  Tustenuggee,  and  Tigertail.  It  is 
conceded  by  all  that  Col.  Worth  is  the  proper  one  to 
conduct  the  war.  You  and  the  public  may  rest  as- 
sured that  what  can  be  done  will  be,  by  that  indefati- 
gable officer;  but  I advise  that  you  ‘let  patience  have  ; 
her  perfect  work.” 

Major  Childs  recently  made  a scout  of  ten  days  ; 
from  Fort  Pierce,  discovering  a lake  of  twenty  miles 
in  extent,  near  Jupiter  river,  on  whose  margin  was 
growing  tobacco,  corn,  peas  and  many  other  desira- 
ble articles.  The  party  destroyed  about  40  acres  of 
growing  products. 

The  United  States  transport  schooner  Jo  Croswell, 
Goodwin  master,  went  ashore  on  the  morning  of  Sa- 
turday last  about  25  miles  to  the  northward  of  Fort 
Pierce,  Indian  river.  The  vessel  and  cargo  consist- 
ing of  government  stores,  an  entire  loss. 

From  Tampa  Bay.  We  have  dates  from  Fort 
Brooke  and  Ponta  Rosa  to  22d  ult.  Col.  Worth  is 
still  vigorously  following  up  his  plans,  and  Indians 
are  coming  to  him  almost  daily.  The  Tullahasscs  and 
a portion  of  the  Creeks  were  collecting  at  Annuttili- 
ga.  Halleck- Tustenuggee  was  trying  to  make  for  the 
south,  but  the  troops  were  on  his  trail. 

Savannah,  October  9.  The  U.  S.  steamer  Gen. 
Taylor,  Capt.  Peck,  arrived  yesterday  from  Pilatka, 
but  brings  no  important  news  from  the  seat  of  war. 
Some  straggling  Indians  have  lately  been  committing 
depredations  in  the  neighborhood  of  Black  Creek. — 
On  the  5th  inst.  they  drove  off  some  cattle  from  a 
plantation  but  a few  miles  from  Fort  Russell. 

The  steamer  Beaufort,  is  not  so  much  damaged  by 
the  explosion  of  her  boiler,  as  was  at  first  supposed. 
She  will  be  repaired  in  part  at  Pilatka  and  leaves 


there  to-day  for  this  place,  to  undergo  a thorough  re- 
fitting. 

Since  the  recent  murders  mentioned  in  our  paper 
of  Thursday  last,  one  company  of  2d  dragoons,  has 
been  stationed  at  Fort  Macomb,  and  one  at  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Thigpin,  who  was  killed  a few  days 
since. 

Extract  from  a report  from  Col.  Worth,  command- 
ing, dated  13th  September,  at  Punta  Rassa,  which  is 
opposite  Sanybel  Island,  on  the  bay  into  which  the 
Carlosahatchee  river  empties,  Gulf  side. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of 
the  major  general  commanding,  that  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, the  appointed  day,  three  of  the  five  messengers 
sent  out  from  Pease  creek,  as  you  were  advised  in 
my  report,  No.  48,  appeared  at  this  point,  with  forty 
six  Indians  of  Hospitaka’s  band;  two  remained  out 
to  gether  others,  to  whom  I have  added  three.  On 
the  22d  inst.  I expect  to  add  to  the  above  number 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  perhaps  more.  A post 
will  be  re-established  here,  as  convenient  for  the  ap- 
proach of  Indians;  and  as  an  important  point  on  the 
Gulf  side,  in  the  event  of  operations  south.  I shall 
return  to  Tampa  in  a few  days,  where  it  is  hoped  the 
Indians  expected  from  Arkansas  will  have  arrived, 
as  their  presence  will  greatly  facilitate  the  collection 
of  the  Creeks  and  Tallahassees;  from  position,  ob- 
jects of  the  greatest  interest. 

“The  whole  number  of  Hospitaka’s  people  now  in 
is  sixty-two,  including  the  chief,  three  sub-chiefs, 
and  twenty-three  warriors.” 


THE  NAVY. 
revenue  cutter  service. 

Register  of  officers,  corrected  to  Oct.  1,  1841. 
Captains. 

Names.  Date  of  commission.  How  employed 
John  A.  Webster,  22  Nov.  1819  On  special  duty. 

22  March  1821  ~ ‘ 

15  Nov.  1824 
25  July,  1825 
29  Aug.  1828 
4 April,  1829 
2 June,  1832 


Winslow  Foster, 
Henry  D.  Hunter, 
Wm.  W.  Polk, 
Nicholas  Bicker, 
Andrew  Mather, 
Robert  Day, 


4 Jan. 


Ezekiel  Jones, 

Thos.  C.  Rudolph,  2 June, 
Caleb  Currier,  20  April, 

Green  Walden,  21  Nov. 

Charles  B.  Childs,  14  Dec. 
Henry  B.  Nones,  14  Dec. 
Josiah  Sturgis, 

Henry  Prince,  jr. 

John  Whitcomb, 

Gilbert  Knapp, 

L.  C.  F.  Fatio, 


14  Dec. 

24  Oct. 

9 Dec. 

15  March,  1831 
12  May,  1841 

First  Lieutenants. 


1833 

1814 

1838 

1838 

1838 

1838 

1838 

1839 
1839 


10  Feb. 

5 July, 

12  March,  1838 
23  April,  1838 


Richard  Evans,  1 Jan. 
Napoleon  L.  Coste,  4 Jan. 
W.  B.  Whitehead,  11  June, 
Gay  Moore, 

Levi  C.  Harby, 

Alex.  V.  Fraser, 

John  J.  Nimino, 

Douglas  Ottinger, 

Charles  Grover, 

Thomas  Sands, 

Thomas  Stoddart, 

Chas.  B.  Beaufort, 

Francis  Martin, 

Stephen  Cornell, 

Joseph  A.  Noyes, 

Richard  Storer, 

John  McGowan, 

James  H.  Roach, 


1833 

1833 

1834 
1836 
1836 


6 Aug.  1838 

6 Aug.  1838 

21  Nov.  1838 

14  Dec.  1838 

14  Dec.  1838 

24  July,  1839 

24  Oct.  1839 

24  Oct.  1839 

9 Dec.  1839 

17  Feb.  1841 

17  Feb.  1841 

Second  Lieutenants. 

Stephen  Thatcher,  18  Jan.  1831  Jackson. 

George  Clarke,  18  Feb. 

John  Walker,  18Feb. 

Thomas  Osborne,  6 Aug. 


W.  O.  Mobile. 
Wolcott. 

Taney. 

Ewing. 

Vigilant. 

W.O.St.Mary’s, 

Ga. 

Woodbury. 

Sus.  on  charges. 

Crawford. 

Morris. 

W.  O.  N.  York. 
W.  O.  Eastport. 
Hamilton. 

W.O. Baltimore. 
Alert. 

Erie. 

Jackson. 

W.  O.  Mobile. 

Crawford. 

Taney. 

W.O. Baltimore. 
W.O. Charleston 
Ewing. 

W.  O.  Norfolk. 
Erie. 

Jackson. 
Vigilant. 
Waiting  orders. 
Comm’g  Duane. 
Crawford. 

W.O.  N.  Haven. 
Alert. 

Hamilton. 

Wolcott. 

Morris. 


John  B.  Fulton, 
George  Berryman, 
Arnold  Burroughs, 
Beverly  Digges, 


J.  J.  Morrison, 
Osmond  Peters, 
Blyden  Hedge, 

J.  S.  S.  Chaddock, 
Caleb  Prouty, 
Joseph  Amazeen, 
William  Norris, 
John  Faunce, 


1836  Ewing. 

1836  W.  O.  Mobile. 
1838  Has  failed  to  o- 
bey  orders. 
1838  W.O.  Annapolis 
1838  Erie. 

1838  Morris. 

1838  W.O. Baltimore. 


6 Aug, 

• 6 Aug. 

14  Dec. 

14  Dec. 

Supply  Clapp  Foss,  29  April,  1839  Taney. 

Sam.  T.  Williams,  29  April,  1839  ordered  to  Jef- 
ferson. 

24  July,  1839  Crawford. 

24  July,  1839  W.O. Baltimore. 
24  Oct.  1839  Crawford. 

24  Oct.  1839  Jackson. 

9 Dec.  1839  Hamilton. 

9 Dec  1839  Jackson. 

17  Feb.  1841  Vigilant. 

5 June,  1841  Woodbury. 

Third  Lieutenants. 

Wm.  W.  Smith,  24  Feb.  1838  Sus.  on  charges. 
Herman  H.  Greene,  19  March, 1838  Alert. 

J.  A.  Underwood,  19  July,  1838  Woodbury. 
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John  L.  Prouty, 
Wm.  Pease, 

Chas.  W.  Bennett 
John  L.  Stull, 
Edward  Smoot, 
Wm.  M.  Wilson, 
J.  G.  Breshwood, 
Nicholas  Austin, 
John  M.  Jones, 
George  Hays,  jr. 
James  H.  Jones, 


26  Nov.  1838  Hamilton. 

2 March,  1839  Taney. 

10  April,  1839  Wolcott. 

7 June,  1839  Ewing. 

24  July,  1839  Duane. 

24  July,  1839  W.O. Baltimore. 
24  Oct.  1839  W.O. New  York 
24  Oct.  1839  Vigilant. 

16  Dec.  1839  Morris. 

17  Feb.  1841  Alert. 

17  Feb.  1841  Wolcott. 


W.  O.  waiting  orders. 

Stations  of  the  Cutters. 

Alert,  Capt.  Whitcomb,  Eastport,  Me. 

Morris,  Capt.  Walden,  Portland. 

Hamilton,  Capt.  Sturgis,  Boston, 

Vigilant,  Capt.  Mather,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Wolcott,  Capt.  Hunter,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Woodbury,  (repairing  at  Baltimore). 

Taney,  Capt.  Polk,  Norfolk, 

Crawford,  Capt.  Currier,  Savannah. 

Duane,  Lieut.  C.  B.  Beaufort,  Mobile. 

Jackson,  Capt.  Fatio,  New  Orleans. 

Erie,  Capt.  Knapp,  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Note.  Cutters  Jetferson,  Madison  and  Van  Buren, 
temporarily  withdrawn  from  revenue  duties,  and  now 
employed  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  under  the  orders  of 
the  navy  department.  Cutters  Washington  and  Gal- 
latin employed  in  the  coast  survey,  under  the  officers 
of  the  navy.  [Jinny  k Navy  Chronicle. 


Home  squadron.  The  Philadelphia  American  says 
that  this  squadron  is  to  be  composed  of  the  following 
vessels:  The  Independence,  razee;  the  frigate  Co- 

lumbia; the  sloops  of  war  Falmouth  and  Vandalia; 
the  brig  Boxer,  the  schooner  Grampus,  and  the  two 
steam  frigates,  Mississippi  and  Missouri. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  navy 
yard  for  the  construction  of  two  steamers  of  the 
medium  size,  carrying  six  hundred  tons.  One  of  them 
is  to  be  propelled  on  the  principle  of  the  Archimedes 
screw. 


Commander  Charles  Williamson  is  ordered  to  the 
Warren  sloop  of  war,  just  out  of  dock  at  Norfolk. 


Four  Commodores.  The  Army  and  Navy  Chro- 
nicle says:  The  singular  and  unusual  spectacle  is  now 
presented,  of  four  commodores  flags  flying  at  the  same 
time  in  the  harbor  of  Norfolk  and  its  vicinity:  There 
are 

The  Delaware,  80,  bound  to  the  coast  of  Brazil, 
the  flag  ship  of  Commodore  Morris,  who  being  senior 
and  within  signal  distance  is  entitled  to  the  blue  pen- 
dant. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  flag  ship  of  the  West  In- 
dia squadron,  Commodore  Wilkinson,  who,  being 
next  in  rank,  hoists  the  red. 

The  frigate  United  States,  the  flag  ship  of  the 
squadron  destined  to  the  Pacific,  Commodore  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones. 

The  navy  yard  at  Gosport,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  W.  Branford  Shubrick,  who  is  junior  to 
the  other  three. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Consort,  lieut.  commanding  L.  M. 
Powell,  engaged  surveying  Nantucket  Shoal,  was  at 
anchor  near  the  shoal  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  gale,  and  obliged  to  put  to  sea.  During  the  gale 
she  lost  spars,  boats,  a bow  anchor,  and  threw  her 
guns  overboard.  When  the  gale  broke  up,  she  was 
off  Barnegat.  She  has  returned  to  Nantucket. 

Another  Gedney  channel.  We  learn  from  the 
New  York  American  that  another  illustration,  if  one 
were  wanted,  of  the  advantages  to  the  country  afford- 
ed by  the  United  States  coast  survey,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  F.  R.  Hassler,  has  been  furnished  within  a 
few  weeks  by  the  discovery  of  a new  channel  into 
the  Delaware  bay  by  commander  Thomas  R.  Gedney 
of  the  brig  Washington. 

This  channel  runs  in  a W.  S.  W.  direction  from 
Cape  May,  is  about  a quarter  of  a mile  wide,  has  17 
feet  in  it  at  low  water,  and  saves  the  circuitous  course 
around  the  overfalls,  of  vessels  bound  into  the  Dela- 
ware from  the  northward. 

Pacific  Squadron.  The  Army  and  Navy  Chroni- 
cle says  that  commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones 
was  appointed  on  the  23d  ult.  to  the  command  of  the 
United  States  squadron  in  the  Facific  ocean,  and 
will  hoist  his  broad  pennant  on  board  the  frigate 
United  States  at  Norfolk. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Jefferson,  having  undergone  tho- 
rough repairs  at  Mobile,  sailed  from  thence  on  Thurs- 
day week  for  Indian  Key,  to  join  the  squadron  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  McLaughlin,  and  proceed  to 
the  everglades  of  Florida,  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
army  against  the  Indians. 

The  French  ships  of  war,  which  have  been  lying 
in  Hampton  Roads  for  the  last  six  weeks,  have  sailed 


for  Martinique.  During  their  stay  in  our  waters  not 
a man  was  lost  by  desertion  or  sickness. 

The  Kamschatka.  This  magnificent  steam  frigate 
went  to  sea,  says  the  New  York  Tribune,  in  charge 
of  her  gentlemanly  commander,  Capt.  Von  Shauntz. 
A party  of  one  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  went 
on  board  and  accompanied  her  to  the  Hook,  which 
she  left  amid  the  hearty  cheers  of  the  company. — 
With  only  two  inches  of  steam  she  made  the  excur- 
sion from  the  city  to  the  Hook,  a distance  of  sixteen 
miles,  in  two  hours,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
on  board. 

The  only  passengers  on  board  the  Kamschatka,  on 
her  outward  passage,  are  Mad.  Von  Shauntz,  Geo. 
L.  Schuyler,  one  of  the  contractors,  and  James  A. 
Hamilton,  esq.  The  frigate  carries  in  her  machinery 
and  construction,  200,000  pounds  of  copper,  50,000 
of  wrought  and  300,000  of  cast  iron,  and  employed 
250  men  for  eight  months  in  building. 


STATES  OP  THE  UNION. 


MAINE. 

Sh:p-building.  Ship-building  has  never  been  car- 
ried on  so  extensively  in  Maine  as  during  the  pre- 
sent season.  Many  large  and  valuable  ships  have 
been  recently  launced,  and  many  others  are  now 
on  the  stocks  in  most  of  the  seaport  towns.  And 
these  ships  are  generally  built  of  the  best  seasoned 
white  oak  from  the  middle  states,  of  fine  models, 
thoroughly  fastened,  and  finished  in  beautiful  style. 

Among  the  ships  now  on  the  stocks,  are  two  at 
Newcastle — one  of  750  and  another  of  800  tons;  these 
are  both  elegant  specimens  of  merchant  ships.  At 
Bath,  the  ship  Hannibal,  of  650  tons,  is  almost  ready 
for  launching.  The  ship  South  Carolina,  of  760  tons, 
was  launched  some  days  since,  and  the  ship  Rappa- 
hannock is  almost  ready  for  launching.  This  is  the 
largest  merchantman  ever  built  in  the  United  States. 
Her  length  on  deck  is  180  feet,  her  beam  37  feet, 
and  her  depth  23  feet  4 inches,  and  she  measures 
about  eleven  hundred  and  forty  tons!  The  ship  is 
thoroughly  built  of  Virginia  white  oak  and  Georgia 
pine. 

Last  week  two  large  ships  were  launched  in  Bel- 
fast, Me.  which  for  beauty  of  model,  workmanship, 
materials  and  strength,  are  almost  unequalled.  One 
to  be  called  the  Octavius,  of  600  tons,  the  other  the 
Dembarton,  of  about  550  tons. 

In  Bangor  a large  and  substantial  built  barque  was 
launched  last  week,  and  Gen.  Veagiehasonthestocks 
a noble  ship  nearly  ready  to  be  launched. 

At  Brewer  village  there  is  a splendid  ship  on  the 
stocks,  another  at  Blue  Hill,  and  another  at  Bucks- 
port. 

The  ship  carpenters  in  Bangor  have  launched  seve- 
ral smaller  vessels,  of  between  one  and  two  hundred 
tons,  and  there  are  three  or  four  others  in  the  vicinity 
that  will  be  launched  very  soon. 

A new  barque  was  launced  on  Tuesday  in  south 
Boston — she  is  to  be  called  the  “Carib.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Western  Rail  Road.  The  Boston  Atlas 
says,  the  directors,  in  their  annual  report  to  the  le- 
gislature in  February  last,  gave  assurance  that  the 
entire  road  to  the  state  line  would  be  open  for  use  by 
May,  1842. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the  work,  we 
think  the  Western  road  is  an  anomaly  in  the  history 
of  rail  roads,  the  track  having  been  laid  down  on  Sa- 
turday last  through  the  great  cut  at  the  summit  and 
the  entire  line  opened,  for  freight  and  passengers, 
eight  months  in  advance  of  the  time  predicted.  The 
revenue,  we  learn,  is  fast  increasing,  and  amounts  to 
about  845,000  for  the  months  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber— a large  item  for  an  unfinished  work. 

In  November  next  the  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  road  will  be  opened,  thus  carrying  the  line 
through  to  Albany,  when  the  revenue  will  receive  a 
great  impulse.  At  least  $150,000  interest  is  saved  to 
the  proprietors  by  accelerating  the  completion  of  this 
great  work  by  so  long  a period  as  eight  months. 

American  Woollens.  In  our  notice,  says  the 
Boston  Atlas,  of  American  woollens,  at  the  fair,  we 
omitted  the  broadcloths  and  cassimeres  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex company,  for  many  years  standard  fabrics,  al- 
ways sought  for  by  our  own,  as  well  as  by  distant 
purchasers. 

The  Middlesex  company  is  the  only  woollen  esta- 
blishment in  Lowell,  and  was  built  and  we  believe  is 
managed  by  Messrs.  Lawrence  & Stone,  and  differ- 
ent from  most  woollen  mills,  is  said  to  be  productive 
to  the  proprietors. 

The  quantity  of  wool  consumed  by  them,  is  3,000 
lbs.  per  day,  equal  to  2,300  yards  of  cloth,  of  single 
width,  by  far  the  largest  amount  produced  by  any 
one  establishment  in  the  country. 


Thaksgiying  day.  Governor  Davis  has  issued 
his  proclamation  appointing  the  25th  of  November 
next  as  a day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise. 

The  late  Rail  Road  accident.  We  have  con- 
versed with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Horton,  a clergyman  of 
the  Methodist  church,  late  of  Lowell,  but  now  resi- 
dent at  Providence,  who  was  in  the  western  rail  road 
train  at  the  time  of  the  recent  collision.  He  describes 
the  scene  as  awful,  beyond  the  power  of  description. 
Mr.  H.  was  in  the  car  immediately  succeeding  the 
tender.  The  roof  of  that  car  was  raised,  and  the  ten- 
der was  driven  through  the  whole  length  of  it,  to  the 
end  of  it,  which  was  against  the  next  car — and  the 
baggage  car,  instead  of  being  in  front,  as  it  should 
have  been,  to  receive  the  shock,  was  in  the  rear,  to 
resist  the  retrograde  impulse  of  the  train,  and  thereby 
increase  the  danger  of  the  passengers.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  who  signed  the  card  in  our  paper  of  yes- 
terday, overheard  a conversation  between  Mr.  Moore, 
the  conductor  of  the  train,  and  another  person — in 
which  Moore  was  urged  not  to  go  on  until  the  arrival 
of  the  western  train  at  Westfield — in  reply  to  which 
he  stated  that  his  orders  were  to  go  on,  and  go  he 
must. 

The  gentleman  who  overheard  this  conversation, 
being  in  a great  state  of  alarm  at  the  apprehended 
collision,  took  his  station  on  the  outside  of  the  train; 
before  the  contact  he  leaped  from  the  train,  and 
thereby  saved  his  life.  The  accident  occurred  seven 
miles  from  Westfield,  at  the  junction  of  two  curves 
of  the  road,  where  it  was  impossible  for  either  train 
to  have  seen  the  other  at  a further  distance  than  a 
few  rods.  Our  rev.  informant,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Porter 
of  this  city,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  of  Lowell,  were 
thrown,  with  great  violence,  upon  a heap  of  stones 
by  the  road-side — and  the  car  in  which  they  were 
seated  was  so  completely  demolished,  that  it  is  al- 
most miraculous  that  these  gentlemen  escaped  with 
their  lives.  Mr.  Horton,  attaches  no  other  blame  to 
Mr.  Moore,  the  conductor,  than  his  acquiescence  in 
being  the  agent  to  execute  such  attrocious  orders. 

[Atlas. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Brown,  of  R.  Island.  The  death 
of  this  venerable  gentleman  is  looked  upon  by  the 
people  of  that  state  as  a public  calamity.  He  was  a 
most  generous  and  liberal  man,  and  during  a long 
life  maintained  a character  among  his  fellow  citizens 
without  spot  or  blemish.  His  contributions  during 
life  to  the  Rhode  Island  college,  latterly  called 
Brown  university,  amounted  to  $100,000.  Other  in- 
stitutions of  various  kinds  received  evidences  of  his 
munificence  in  a greater  or  less  degree. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Thanksgiving.  Governor  Ellsworth,  of  Connec- 
ticut, has  appointed  Thursday,  the  25th  of  November 
next,  to  be  observed  in  that  state  as  a day  of  public 
thanksgiving. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Universalist  General  Convention,  was 
recently  held  in  New  York.  It  was  attended  by  95 
clergymen  and  some  500  laymen  from  all  the  states 
south  to  Maryland  and  west  to  Ohio.  The  occa- 
sional sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  T.  J.  Sawyer, 
the  closing  discourse  by  Rev.  O.  A.  Skinner,  of  Bos- 
ton. The  convention  adjourned  to  meet  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  Island,  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  Septem- 
ber, 1842. 

Atlantic  Basin,  Brooklyn.  Hunt’s  Merchants’ 
Magazine  contains  an  interesting  paper  on  “com- 
mercial docks.”  Among  the  subject  touched  upon 
is  the  Atlantic  dock,  now  in  process  of  construction. 
The  capital  of  the  company  is  $1,000,000,  and  they 
are  authorised  to  commence  the  work  when  $100,000 
have  been  subscribed  and  paid  in.  This  requisition 
has  been  complied  with,  and  operations  have  already 
been  commenced.  The  scope  and  intention  of  this 
important  work  renders  it  probable  that  the  business 
and  prosperity  of  our  city  will  receive  from  it  a new 
and  powerful  impetus. 

The  object  of  the  company  is  to  construct  piers  and 
bulkheads,  forming  a basin  to  embrace  a water  sur- 
face of  about  forty-two  acres,  to  be  surrounded  by 
rows  of  spacious  warehouses,  to  which  any  class 
of  vessels,  from  the  large  ship  of  war  down  to  the 
Erie  canal  boat,  may  come  and  discharge  or  re- 
ceive freight,  and  where  they  can  enter  at  any 
stage  of  the  tide,  and  remain  in  perfect  safety,  in 
all  kind  of  weather,  in  every  season  of  the  year. 

This  work  is  located  between  Governor’s  Island 
and  the  L.  I.  shore,  and  is  situated  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  Merchant’s  Exchange,  and  Wall 
street.  The  location  has  been  selected  after  thorough 
and  careful  soundings,  and  an  examination  of  the 
ground  under  water,  which  was  found  easy  for  ex- 
cavation, and  free  from  rock;  and  also  after  consi- 
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det'irig  its  relative  position  and  advantages  to  all  the 
locations  in  and  about  this  port.  The  shores  of  New 
York,  Brooklyn,  and  Jersey  City,  have  all  been  ex- 
amined by  experienced  and  scientific  gentlemen,  and 
the  result  is,  that  the  present  location  possesses  many 
superior  advantages  over  any  other;  being  easy  of 
access,  and  a short  distance  from  the  centre  of  bu- 
siness in  New  York.  The  distance  of  this  location 
from  the  centre  of  business,  and  being  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river,  cannot  be  deemed  an  objec- 
tion as  it  is  not  without  precedent  in  other  similar 
works. 

The  whole  work  is  under  contract,  and  one  half 
of  the  piers  and  bulkheads  will  be  ready  for  the  erec- 
tion of  warehouses,  and  one  half  the  basin  will  be 
ready  for  use  on  the  1st  of  May,  1842.  The  land 
and  water  right  designed  for  this  purpose,  embraces 
about  80  acres.  The  piers  are  to  be  constructed  150 
feet  wide,  forming  the  front  of  the  basin  on  the 
stream,  divided  by  an  entrance  200  feet  wide.  The 
depth  of  water  in  a portion  of  the  basin  at  low  tide  is 
to  be  25  feet,  and  on  the  outside  of  the  pier  as  well  as 
in  the  basin,  the  depth  will  be  sufficient  to  moor  the 
largest  class  of  steamships  or  merchant  vessels. 

[Brooklyn  Daily  News. 


to  be  in  favor  of  the  whigs,  but 
majorities. 

Later.  The  following  table 
States  Gazette  of  this  morning, 
returns  of  the  state. 

Council.  Assem. 

Whig. 


Cape  May, 

Morris, 

Salem, 

Somerset, 

Cumberland, 

Middlesex, 

Atlantic, 

Monmouth, 

Gloucester, 

Burlington, 

Hnnterdon, 

Mercer, 

Warren, 

Sussex, 

Essex, 

Passaic, 

Hudson, 

Bergen, 


by  greatly  reduced 

copied  from  the  U. 
comprises  the  full 

Council.  Assem. 
Van  Buren. 


Whig  ticket. 

Governor.  Senator.  Delegates. 


Wards. 

Johnson. 

Law. 

(A 

O) 

c 

u 

a 

PQ 

| Keyser. 

1 

1 Bradford. 

Norris. 

Sewell. 

1st 

403 

404 

403 

403 

403 

403 

402 

2d 

341 

343 

345 

345 

343 

343 

345 

3d 

380 

379 

378 

378 

377 

376 

376 

4 th 

606 

604 

606 

605 

605 

602 

604 

5th 

472 

469 

472 

471 

471 

471 

472 

6th 

190 

188 

191 

192 

189 

191 

192 

7th 

346 

347 

345 

344 

342 

344 

341 

8 th 

954 

937 

942 

941 

944 

940 

939 

9th 

331 

331 

332 

331 

332 

331 

329 

10th 

488 

485 

485 

489 

487 

488 

484 

11th 

689 

685 

684 

691 

684 

680 

684 

12th 

374 

373 

374 

380 

373 

372 

372 

13th 

499 

496 

500 

505 

494 

490 

496 

14th 

313 

309 

308 

313 

309 

308 

308 

6,386  6,350  6,365  6,388  6,353  6,339  6,344 
Baltimore  County. 

For  Governor. 


A NEWLY  DISCOVERED  SALT  SPRING.  A Salt 
spring  has  been  opened  in  the  town  of  Galen,  coun- 
ty of  Wayne,  about  fifty  rods  from  the  Erie  canal, 
on  the  land  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Judd,  of  Ithaca,  with  the 
fairest  prospect  of  the  best  of  brine,  and  even  of  the 
fossil  salt  as  is  evidenced  by  .comparing  the  borings 
in  Europe,  and  the  late  boring  near  Abingdon,  in 
Virginia,  with  the  report  of  the  engineer  employed 
at  Galen.  The  diameter  of  the  tube  board  is  4 in- 
ches, 320  feet  deep.  The  vien  is  strong,  and  conti- 
nues to  run  profusely  over  the  tube,  destroying  all 
vegetation  within  its  reach.  It  is  uncommonly  pure, 
producing  the  finest  salt  without  the  use  of  lime.  The 
brine  is  forced  up  by  the  gas  with  a violence  known 
no  where  else. 

The  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church  assembled  in  St.  Paul’s  chapel,  New 
York,  yesterday  (Wednesday)  morning,  at  10  o’clock. 
Morning  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  D.  Lyell,  of 
New  York,  assisted  in  the  lessons  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Proal,  western  New  York.  The  anti-communion 
service  was  read  by  the  right  rev.  the  bishop  of  the 
eastern  diocese,  and  the  holy  communion  was  admi- 
nistered by  him,  assisted  by  all  the  bishops.  The  usual 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  right  rev.  the  bishop  of 
New  York,  and  was  an  able  vindication  of  the  17th 
article  of  the  church  against  any  supposed  Calvanistic 
tendencies. 

The  two  houses  then  proceeded  to  organize.  All 
the  bishops  were  present,  with  the  exception  of 
bishop  Meade,  who  arrived  during  the  morning  and 
will  no  doubt  take  his  seat  to-day.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Wainwright  was  elected  secretary  to  the  house  of 
bishops. 

In  the  house  of  clerical  and  lay  deputies,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Wyatt  was  appointed  president  pro  tern,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Anthon  secretary  pro  tern.  A committee 
was  then  appointed  to  report  on  the  testimonials  of 
deputies,  and  upon  their  report  it  appeared  that  near- 
ly all  the  dioceses  were  represented.  A motion  was 
then  made  to  go  into  the  election  of  president  and  se- 
cretary, when  the  rev.  gentlemen  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  fill  those  offices  temporarily  were  respec- 
tively elected  to  them.  After  several  of  the  usual  pre- 
liminary resolutions,  both  houses  adjourned  to  meet 
this  morning  at  9 o’clock,  at  St.  John’s  chapel. 

[N.  Y.  Amer. 

Rail  Roads  at  Auction.  It  is  stated  in  the  Al- 
bany Argus,  that  the  comptroller  advertises  to  sell  at 
auction,  next  April,  the  Catskill  and  Canajoharie,  and 
Ithaca  and  Owego  rail  roads.  Both  are  to  be  sold 
for  default  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  stocked  loaned 
to  aid  in  their  construction. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

College  of  New  Jersey.  The  annual  com- 
mencement of  this  institution  took  place  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  The  degree  of  A.  B.  was  conferred 
upon  fifty-seven  young  gentlemen  of  the  senior  class, 
and  the  degree  A.  M.  upon  36  young  alumni  of  the 
institution. 

The  honorary  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  was  conferred  on 
the  hon.  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  of  Newark,  hon. 
David  L.  Swain,  president  of  the  university  of  N.  C. 
The  hon.  degree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred  on  the  Rev. 
Robert  S.  Candlish,  of  Edenburgh,  Scotland,  and  the 
hon.  degree  of  A.  M.  upon  the  Rev.  David  A.  Frame, 
of  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 

Election.  The  state  election  took  place  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  last;  we  have  as  yet  but  few  re- 
turns— they  evince  a great  falling  off  of  the  number 
of  votes  since  last  year.  The  general  result  appears 
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There  is  a tie  in  the  council,  and  a whig  majority 
of  twelve  in  the  assembly. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  will  elect,  by  joint 
ballot,  a governor,  a chief  justice,  a state  treasurer, 
and  a host  of  minor  officers. 

The  increase  of  population,  as  shown  by  the  late 
census,  gives  Essex  county  two  more  assemblymen 
than  last  year,  Hunterdon  one  increase,  Mercer  one 
do.  Monmouth  one  do.  Consequently  the  new  as- 
sembly will  comprise  58  members.  Last  year  53. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Elections.  The  election  for  governor,  state  legis- 
lature, and  a member  of  congress  in  place  of  Mr. 
Sergeant,  took  place  on  Tuesday  last.  The  returns 
received  leave  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  re-election 
of  Governor  Porter,  (Van  Buren),  by  a large  majo- 
rity, and  of  a decided  Van  Buren  majority  in  the  le- 
gislature. 

We  have  the  complete  official  returns  of  Philadel- 
phia city.  They  are  as  follow: 

Philadelphia  City. 


Whigs. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

1,414 

Thomas, 

2,318 

For  Delegates. 

Howard, 

1,380 

Walker, 

2,386 

Kilbourn, 

1,242 

Poultney. 

2,263 

Merryman, 

1,139 

Randall, 

2,241 

Turner, 

1,122 

Risteau, 

2,300 

Jackson, 

982 

Hook, 

2,253 

Annapolis  City. 

For  Governor. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Wm.  C.  Johnson, 

181 

F.  Thomas, 

112 

John  Johnson, 


Johnson, 


Whig 


Worthington, 

Compton, 

M.  Dorsey, 
Ridgely, 


For  Delegate. 

174  | B.  Welsh,  of  B. 
Anne  Arundel  County. 

For  Governor. 

Van  Burn. 
1,106  | Thomas, 

For  Delagates. 


1,104 

1,097 

1,077 

1,010 


Owens, 

T.  S.  Dorsey, 

Sellman, 

Hammond, 


St.  Mary’s  County. 
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1,364 

1,383 

1,372 

1,360 

1,359 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

For  Governor. 

Banks, 

5,920  | Porter, 

4,380 

Ingersoll, 

For  Congress. 
5,322  | Pettit, 

4,596 

For  Mayor. 

Scott, 

5,658  | Badger, 

5,000 

For  Sheriff. 

Morris, 

6,199  | Hutchinson, 

3,944 

MARYLAND. 

The  vote  for  a governor,  to  serve  for  three  years 
from  the  first  Monday  of  January  next,  and  of  dele- 
gates to  the  general  assembly,  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day, the  6th  instant.  We  insert  such  returns  as  we 
have  received,  where  they  include  an  entire  county. 

There  was  also  a state  senator  elected  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore  in  place  of  Mr.  Howard,  resigned. 

Baltimore  City.  The  following  is  the  aggregate 
votes  given  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  at  this  and  the 
three  preceding  elections. 


Whig. 

V.  B. 

Total. 

October, 

1840, 

6,218 

6,608 

12,826 

Novem. 

U 

7,295 

7,326 

14,621 

May, 

1841, 

6,443 

6,466 

12,909 

October, 

U 

6,386 

7,427 

13,813 

Van  Buren  ticket. 

Governor.  Senator.  Delegates. 


Wards. 

Thomas. 

Frick. 

Gallager. 

Legrand. 

| Graves. 

- 

Presstman. 

Star. 

1st 

410 

409 

410 

411 

409 

411 

410 

2d 

449 

454 

453 

451 

453 

452 

453 

3d 

574 

574 

571 

574 

573 

572 

570 

4th 

453 

457 

454 

456 

454 

455 

453 

5th 

585 

582 

578 

581 

583 

582 

580 

6th 

531 

533 

527 

527 

529 

530 

529 

7th 

508 

508 

511 

510 

509 

511 

507 

8th 

505 

514 

503 

507 

503 

510 

502 

9th 

679 

678 

679 

680 

679 

679 

680 

10th 

354 

357 

350 

353 

354 

354 

354 

11th 

515 

519 

508 

517 

519 

516 

505 

12th 

592 

595 

587 

589 

590 

589 

586 

13th 

638 

637 

630 

635 

534 

632 

628 

14th 

642 

646 

639 

640 

642 

638 

636 

7,435 

7,463 

7,400 

7,431 

7,431 

7,431 

7,393 

For  Governor. 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

743 

Thomas, 

450 

For  Delegates. 

Causin, 

753 

No  opposition. 

Sutton, 

639 

Hopewell, 

617 

Dunkinson, 

529 

For  Commissioners. 

Gough, 

196 

Morgan, 

207 

Sewell, 

184 

Miles, 

132 

Shanks, 

157 

Carroll, 

52 

Crane, 

92 

Sothoron, 

48 

Harrison, 

81 

Wood, 

28 

Carroll  County. 

For  Governor. 

Whigs 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

1,443 

Thomas, 

1,618 

For  Delegates. 

Reese, 

1,426 

Powder, 

1,645 

McCollum, 

1,422 

Boyle, 

1,607 

Ecker, 

1,404 

Davis, 

1,610 

Thomson, 

1,386 

Stull, 

1,591 

Washington  County. 

For  Governor. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

2,196 

Thomas, 

2,346 

For  Delegates. 

Zeller, 

2,231 

Grove, 

2,349 

Fletcher, 

2,203 

Spencer, 

2,343 

Clagett, 

2,185 

Lyday, 

2,379 

Ohr, 

2,150 

Hollman, 

2,336 

Frederick  County. 

For  Governor. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

2,583 

Thomas, 

2,789 

For  Delegates. 

Doub, 

2,611 

Simmons, 

2,814 

Johnson, 

2,600 

Staler, 

2,802 

Ramsburg, 

2,598 

Geyer, 

2,786 

Hughes, 

2,570 

Biser, 

2,777 

Simmons, 

2,568 

Schley, 

2,755 

Harford  County. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

For  Governor. 

Johnson, 

1,114 

Thomas, 

1,151 

For  Delegates. 

Billingslea, 

1,042 

Sutton, 

1,224 

Hopkins, 

1,091 

Hope, 

1,175 

Nelson, 

1,074 

Johns, 

1,198 

Stump, 

1,066 

Boulden, 

1,120 

104 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  16,  1841 —ALEXANDER  McLEOD’S  TRIAL. 


Kent  County. 
For  Governor. 


Whig 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

597 

Thomas, 

486 

For  Delagates. 

J.  A.  Gale, 

543 

Cann, 

507 

T.  M.  Sutton, 

533 

Shaw, 

492 

R.  M.  Gale, 

579 

Hurtt, 

501 

ALLEGANY 

COUNTY. 

For  Governor. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

1,035 

Thomas, 

1,089 

For  Delegates. 

McKaig, 

1,030 

Buskirk, 

1,108 

Shaw, 

1,046 

Buchanan, 

1,083 

Ridgely, 

1,019 

Frantz, 

1,003 

TALBOT 

COUNTY. 

For  Governor. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

682 

Thomas, 

774 

For  Delegates. 

Harrington, 

674 

Sherwood, 

777 

Goldsborough, 

671 

Wills, 

790 

Tilghman, 

667 

Lowe, 

776 

For  Commissioner. 

Corkrall, 

678 

Arringdale, 

768 

CECIL  COUNTY. 

For  Governor . 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

1,188 

Thomas, 

1,295 

For  Delegates. 

Roman, 

1,183 

Forwood, 

1,291 

Wilkinson, 

1,164 

Owens, 

1,282 

Rawlings, 

1,180 

Knight, 

1,303 

ASSEMBLY RECAPITULATION. 

The  house  of  delagates  stands  as  follows: 


1840. 


1841. 


Counties. 
Allegany 
Annapolis  city 
Anne  Arundel 
Baltimore  city 
Baltimore  county 
Calvert 
Caroline 
Carroll 
Cecil 
Charles 
Dorchester 
Frederick 
Harford 
Kent 

Montgomery 
Prince  George’s 
Queen  Anne’s 
Somerset 
St.  Mary’s 
Talbot 
Washington 
Worcester 


Whig.  Opposition.  Whig.  Opposition. 


3 
1 

4 
0 
0 
3 
3 
0 
3 

3 

4 

5 

2 

3 

4 
4 

3 

4 

3 
0 

4 
4 

60 

19 


0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

19 


1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 
0 
0 

3 

4 
4 
0 
4 

3 
0 
0 

4 

37 


2 

0 

4 

5 
5 
0 
0 

4 

3 
0 
0 

5 

4 
0 
0 
0 
2* 
0 
0 

3 

4 
0 

41 

35 


DORCHESTER  COUNTY. 

For  Governor. 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

1,142 

Thomas, 

816 

For  Delegates. 

Eccleston, 

1,105 

1,090 

Jackson, 

845 

Traverse, 

Cannon, 

823 

Nicols, 

Richardson, 

1,094 

Hooper, 

820 

1,081 

Ennals, 

794 

For  Commissioners. 

Muir, 

1,100 

1,089 

Mobray, 

832 

Newton, 

Harrington, 

Georgegan, 

827 

1,086 

Cook, 

831 

QUEEN  ANNE’s  COUNTY. 

For  Governor. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Johnson, 

702 

\ Thomas, 

721 

For  Delegates. 

Hooper, 

700 

Carmichael, 

733 

George, 

693 

Bryan, 

722 

Paca, 

672 

Newnam, 

700 

For  Levy  Court. 

Ashcum, 

682 

Story, 

739 

GOVERNOR RECAPITULATION. 

Whig  majority  41  Opposition  majority  6 

Conventions.  On  the  20th  of  this  month  the  mi- 
litary convention  is  to  meet  in  Frederick;  and,  on  the 
30th  there  is  to  be  a temperance  procession  and  con- 
vention at  the  same  place,  on  which  occasion  all  the 
county  temperance  societies  are  invited  to  join  in. 

Tide  Water  canal  trade.  Statement  of  pro- 
Q1  c perty  shipped  at  Wrightsville  southward  for  the  quar- 
ter  ending  September  30th,  1841: 
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Gold  Mines.  We  have  been  favored  by  a friend 
with  the  following  extract  of  a letter  received  a day 
or  two  since,  from  a gentleman  of  high  respectabili- 
ty residing  in  the  Cherokee  country.  Sixes,  we  are 
informed,  is  an  old  Indian  town,  where  several  lots  of 
land  were  found  to  have  a very  rich  surface,  depo- 
site  and  vein  mines  of  gold.  Some  four  years  since 
we  understand  $12,000  was  taken  from  a branch  on 
its  margin,  and  many  other  lots  near  by  were  found 
to  be  valuable.  [Savannah  Rep. 

'■‘■Hickory  Flats,  (Cher.  Co.)  Oct.  1,  1841. 

The  gold  mine  of  Gerald’s  continues  to  be  pretty 
good;  they  have  taken  some  800  dwts.  from  it,  one 
piece  weighing  18  dwts.  About  the  Sixes,  they  con- 
tinue to  take  it  with  great  success — three  hands  fre- 
quently make  from  50  to  100  dwts.  in  a day. 

LOUISIANA. 

A Special  Election  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  legis- 
lature, took  place,  at  New  Orleans,  a few  days  since. 
The  vote  stood:  Hunt,  the  nominated  whig  candidate, 
607;  Lewis,  (W.)  388;  Pierce,  (V.  B.)  576. 

WISKONSAN. 

Election.  Mr.  Dodge,  the  Van  Buren  candidate, 
is  elected  delegate  to  congress  by  490  to  500  majori- 
ty. The  whigs  it  is  said  have  elected  a majority  of 
the  vacancies  to  the  legislature  and  will  have  a ma- 
jority in  the  upper,  and  perhaps  in  both  houses. 

TENNESSEE.. 

Legislature.  On  the  second  day  of  the  meeting 
of  the  legislature,  (6th  instant),  Burchett  Douglass, 
of  Fayette  county,  (W.)  was  elected  speaker,  by  a 
majority  of  three  votes  over  H.  L.  W.  Hill,  of  War- 
ren, (V.  B.)  This  vote  establishes  the  supremacy  of 
the  whigs  on  the  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses.  In 
the  senate  the  Van  Buren  men  have  one  majority — 
in  the  house  the  whigs  have  three — giving  a majority 
of  two  to  the  latter  on  joint  ballot. 


-1840.- 


-1841.- 
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COUNTIES. 
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i 
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1 
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Allegany 

1,271 

1,093 

1,035 

1,089 

Annapolis 

- 

- 

181 

112 

Anne  Arundel 

1,604 

1,384 

1,106 

1,364 

Baltimore  city 

7,296 

7,326 

6,386 

7,435 

Baltimore  county  1,941 

2,620 

1,414 

2,318 

Calvert 

494 

325 

80  mj 

Caroline 

687 

535 

605 

551 

Carroll 

1,554 

1,610 

1,443 

1,188 

1,618 

Cecil 

1,448 

1,314 

1,297 

Charles 

841 

502 

613 

430 

Dorchester 

1,381 

839 

1,142 

816 

Frederick 

2,958 

2,623 

1,248 

2,583 

2,789 

Harford 

1,342 

1,114 

1,151 

486 

Kent 

679 

476 

597 

Montgomery 

1,099 

665 

909 

732 

Prince  George 

1,017 

609 

608 

421 

Queen  Anne’s 

778 

661 

702 

721 

Somerset 

1,516 

844 

323  mj 

St.  Mary’s 

895 

415 

743 

450 

Talbot 

749 

682 

683 

776 

Washington 

2,484 

2,290 

2,196 

2,346 

Worcester 

1,494 

691 

594  mj 

33,528 

28,752 

26,246 

26,902 

28;752 

26,246 

Harrison  maj. 

4,776 

Thomas 

majority 

656 
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ALEXANDER  MCLEOD’S  TRIAL. 


The  majority  according  to  some  statements  is  made 
only  505;  we  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  the  exact 
state  of  the  case  when  the  official  returns  are  pub- 
lished. 


05  4*.  CO  tOCO  O *-»>-* 

CD  O'  CD  CO  tO  ►—  05  t— * Ol  O'  CO  CO  CC  4x  OCiM 

— © © _-Q  *— 4k.  CO  _4i.  4x  05  tO  C OJ35J-*  pi  tO  QD  CO 

O '-41 V *'co'*4x  0D~©>~©CO  OC “tO "tO  CD  O' "O'  V “bi  4k.  tO  4*.'cc'tO  O 
O'  O'  — -J  C5  O'  •'l  CO  00  4^  C O CO  O'  CO  O'  05  tO  — IO  05  •— 1 IO 
tOOGDW-CCCl040  0'lOCOO'Ot<l*JCOMOO<ia,0 

Number  of  boats  cleaved  in  July,  309;  August,  288; 
September,  269;  total,  866. 


VIRGINIA. 

Belleville  Burnt.  This  splendid  edifice,  bne  of 
the  noblest  private  establishments  in  the  U.  States, 
situated  a mile  from  Richmond,  Va.  and  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Mayo,  widow  of  the  late  col.  John  Mayo,  and 
mother-in-law  of  gen.  Winfield  Scott  and  Dr.  Cabell, 
of  Richmond,  was  burnt  to  the  ground  on  Saturday 
last — supposed  to  have  been  the  act  of  an  incendiary. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Raleigh  Register,  of  Tuesday,  announces  the 
death  of  John  Owen,  formerly  governor  of  this  state. 
He  died  on  Saturday  last. 

GEORGIA. 

Election.  The  state  election  which  took  place 
on  the  4th  inst.  resulted  in  a decided  triumph  of  the 
Van  Buren  party.  McDonald,  the  Van  Buren  can- 
didate for  governor,  will  have  a majority  of  some 
thousands,  and  there  will  be  a Van  Buren  majority 
on  joint  ballot  of  15  or  20. 


*A  tie  for  the  third  member. 


The  long  agony  is  over; — McLeod  has  had  a full, 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  is  acquitted  and  discharged — 
and  thus  is  avoided  a very  vexed  question  between 
the  United  States  government  and  a state  authority, 
as  to  jurisdiction,  and  thus,  also,  is  one  point  of  un- 
pleasant altercation  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  so  far  settled. 

The  public  journals  are  very  much  occupied  in 
detailing  the  particulars  of  the  trial  which  occupied 
the  circuit  court  at  Utica,  New  York,  from  Monday 
the  4th  to  Tuesday  the  12th  instant,  when  the  case 
was  committed  to  the  jury,  who  retired  for  about 
twenty  minutes  and  then  came  into  court  and  return- 
ed a verdict  of  not  guilty,  whereupon  the  prisoner 
immediately  withdrew. 

Without  attempting  to  Register  the  immense  vo- 
lume of  testimony  adduced  in  the  case,  we  shall 
place  before  our  readers  so  much  of  the  proceedings 
as  will  put  them  in  possession  of  the  main  facts,  and 
of  the  grounds  whereon  the  ultimate  conclusion  of  the 
case  appear  to  have  reposed.  In  order  to  do  this,  the 
opening  of  the  case  by  the  attorney  general  and  re- 
plication of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  on  the  close 
of  the  testimony  for  the  prosecution,  are  inserted  in 
this  number— the  summing  of  the  counsel  and  charge 
of  the  presiding  judge  we  shall  insert  in  our  next — 
with  perhaps  a selection  from  the  testimony. 

Utica  Oyer  and  Teminer,  October  4,  1841. 

The  jurors  named,  having  been  sworn — 

Willis  Hall,  esq.  attorney  general,  opened  the  case 
on  the  part  of  the  people  as  follows:  Gentleman  of 
the  jury,  I stand  before  you  in  obedience  to  the  law 
and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  to  make  good  before  you  the  charge  of  mur- 
der against  Alexander  McLeod,  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar.  The  grand  inquest,  under  the  solemnity  of  their 
oaths,  have  denounced  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  as 
guilty  of  the  blackest  in  the  catalogue  of  crimes,  and 
it  now  devolves  on  me  to  place  before  you  the  evi- 
dence of  his  guilt.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury  it  cannot 
be  disguised  that  this  trial  has  produced  an  extraor- 
dinary excitement  in  the  public  mind;  we  see  it  in 
the  crowding  masses  of  anxious  citizens  who  have 
collected  to  witness  the  proceedings  of  this  day. — 
Perilous  to  juries  are  these  paroxisms  of  popular 
agitation.  And  for  that  reason,  and  to  warn  you 
against  your  danger,  1 advert  to  this  circumstance; 
they  are  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  your  oaths, 
over  which  hundreds  have  fallen.  Whatever,  then, 
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may  be  the  extraneous  causes  which  have  produced 
this  great  popular  excitement,  it  is  to  you  and  I 
nothing;  neither  you  or  I have  any  concern  with 
them,  except  to  shut  our  eyes  and  our  ears  and  to 
close  every  avenue  to  our  minds  against  them.  If 
possible,  we  should  suppose  that  we  are  alone  with 
the  prisoner  and  his  witnesses;  we  should  forget  that 
there  is  around  us  any  ear  to  hear  or  any  eye  to  see, 
save  that  alone  of  the  all-seeing  God  or  justice,  j 
My  duty,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  like  yours,  is  as 
plain  and  as  easy  to  be  discerned  as  it  is  difficult  to 
performed.  To  array  and  present  to  you,  to  examine,  | 
and  enforce,  and  urge  upon  you  testimony  which 
bears  against  the  life  of  a human  being  is  always  a 
painful  duty.  But  it  is  a duty  as  peremptory  and  pa- 
ramount as  it  is  painful.  But,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
thank  God  it  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  attempt  to 
blind,  mislead  or  deceive  you.  I am  not  required  to 
insist  upon  any  principle  which  I do  not  believe  to 
be  law,  or  upon  any  evidence  which  I do  not  believe 
to  be  true.  The  task  to  which  my  oath  binds  me  is, 
with  a calm,  resolute  and  unshrinking  mind,  to  elicit 
the  truth,  and  place  it  before  you.  The  task  in  this 
trial,  embarrassed  by  what  we  see  around  us,  pre- 
judiced in  many  quarters  by  unfounded  and  absurd 
rumors — prejudiced  in  all  quarters  by  the  fears,  the 
interests  and  the  passions  of  men,  which  it  has  ex- 
cited— a task  which  overwhelms  me  with  a sense 
of  the  greatness  of  my  responsibility  and  the  inade- 
quacy of  my  powers,  and  drives  me  reluctantly,  with 
unfeigned  humility,  to  throw  myself  upon  your  in- 
dulgence, and  pray  you  not  to  let  the  cause  of  justice 
suffer  for  want  of  power  in  the  people’s  advocate. 
If,  from  base  fear  or  innate  weakness,  I do  not  press 
the  cause  with  the  vigor  essential  to  the  develop- 
ment of  truth,  redouble  your  own  vigilence,  lest  truth 
be  crushed  by  error.  On  the  other  hand,  if  in  my 
efforts  to  sustain  my  cause  against  the  powerful  ar- 
ray of  talent  and  eloquence  which  is  enlisted  on  be- 
half of  the  prisoner,  I should  appear  captious  or  over- 
zealous,  set  £ down  against  me.  But,  I pray  you,  let 
it  not  turn  your  hearts  against  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  cause  presented  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury:  The  indictment  which  the 
grand  jury  have  found,  and  which  is  now  presented 
for  your  consideration  and  investigation,  charges 
Alexander  McLeod  with  having  murdered,  on  the 
29th  December,  1837,  Amos  Durfee.  This  charge 
is  presented  in  various  forms  or  counts,  seventeen  in 
number.  The  facts  are  presented  in  such  various 
forms  in  order  to  meet  the  testimony  as  it  will  be 
presented.  The  first  count  charges  the  prisoner  with 
having  assaulted  Amos  Durfee,  and  with  a gun,  load- 
ed with  powder  and  one  leaden  bullet,  shot  the  said 
Amos  Durfee,  and  thereby  caused  his  death. 

The  second  count  states  the  same  facts  as  the  first, 
but  states  that  it  was  done  with  a pistol,  instead  of 
a gun.  The  third  count  states  that  it  was  committed 
by  John  Mosier,  and  that  Alexander  McLeod  was 
present  and  aiding.  Mr.  Hall  then  proceeded  to 
enumerate  the  various  counts  in  the  indictment,  the 
substances  of  which,  and  all  the  charges  is,  he  said, 
that  Amos  Durfee,  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  this  state,  while  in  the  county  of  Niagara,  in 
this  state,  was  killed  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  or 
by  some  persons  with  w'hom  he  was  nearly  or  im- ! 
mediately  connected  and  assisting.  To  sustain  this! 
indictment  it  will  be  proved  before  you  that  on  or  j 
about  the  28th  of  December,  1837,  an  American  ! 
steamboat,  called  the  Caroline,  a boat  of  about  30  or 
40  tons,  left  the  harbor  of  Buffalo  for  Schlosser,  about 
18  miles  below  Buffalo  Falls  and  2 miles  above  Nia- 
gara Falls.  The  boat  was  manned  by  American  ci- 
tizens, regularly  enrolled  at  the  custom  house  of  Buf-  I 
falo,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  I 
and  had  a regular  license  from  the  collector  of  that 
port  to  ply  between  Buffalo  and  Schlosser.  At  that 
time,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  some  200  or  300  Cana-  ! 
dian  insurgents  had  taken  possession  of  Naty  Island, ! 
which  they  possessed  and  claimed,  and  held  in  the 
name  of  the  provisional  government  of  Upper  Ca-  j 
nada.  There  had  been  great  excitement  in  Canada,  i 
and  this  excitement  extended  all  along  the  border. 
Efforts  were  made  by  the  Canadian  insurgents  to  en- 
list our  citizens  in  their  cause.  The  fugitives  from  ! 
the  terrible  massacre  at  St.  Charles  and  St.  Eus- 
tache,  whose  houses  had  been  burned  and  their  pro- 
perty destroyed,  wives  and  children  driven  into  the 
snows  of  a Canadian  winter,  found  no  difficulty,  when 
telling  the  tales  of  their  direful  suffering,  in  enlisting  ! 
the  feelings  and  sympathies  of  our  frontier  citizens. 
And  it  was  an  easy  and  natural  step  from  being  sym- 
pathizers with  the  sufferers  to  sympathize  with  their 
cause.  And  thus  stimulated,  some  of  the  more  reck- 
less of  our  young  men  joined  the  insurgents  on  Navy 
Island. 

Great  Britain  has  complained  of  this  act,  and 
many  of  our  most  judicious  citizens  have  looked 
upon  it  as  a great  fault.  It  is  no  part  of  my  case 
pr  design  to  vindicate  the  patriots  or  insurgents,  but 


it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  state  thus  far,  that  our 
citizens  who,  without  forming  themselves  into  any 
military  body  on  our  own  soil,  but  single  handed  and 
alone  left  our  territory  and  united  themselves  with  a 
foreign  power;  by  doing  so  they  violated  no  law  of 
this  state  or  of  the  United  States,  or  the  law  of  na- 
tions. They  have  done  no  more,  gentlemen  of  the 
iury,  than  has  been  done  bv  every  nation  on  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

Your  own  reeollections  of  history  will  give  you 
numerous  examples.  The  Swiss  served  in  every 
army  of  Europe;  and  who  ever  complained  of  that, 
or  ever  thought  of  holding  them  responsible?  When 
Lord  Cochran  assisted  the  states  of  South  America, 
or  Lord  Byron,  by  devoting  his  life  and  fortune  to 
aid  the  Greeks  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  from 
Turkish  bondage,  did  any  person  ever  complain  of  it, 
or  pretend  that  by  such  acts  they  violated  any  law  of 
nations?  Nor  did  any  country  complain  when  the 
great,  good  and  glorious  Fafayette  devoted  his  life 
to  his  love  of  liberty,  and  gave  his  princely  fortune 
and  himself  to  assist  the  patriots  of  our  own  soil. 

It  will  appear,  from  testimony,  that  the  objects  of 
the  owner  of  the  Caroline  were  totally  of  a different 
character.  The  collection  of  people  at  Navy  Island 
had  excited  great  curiosity.  At  that  time  of  the 
year  the  lake  and  canals  were  closed  with  ice,  and 
the  men  who  navigated  them  were  relieved  from 
their  labors.  Winter  was  set  in,  and  the  farmers 
and  laborers  were  released  from  their  toil.  It  was 
at  the  time  of  the  Christmas  holydays,  and  they  had 
congregated  at  Schlosser,  which  was  the  nearest 
point  to  Navy  Island.  Was  it  extraordinary  that 
one  of  our  countrymen,  and  especially  one  of  our 
eastern  brethren,  should  see  an  object  of  enterprise 
in  the  circumstances  which  then  existed  in  his  neigh- 
borhood? Such  was  the  fact.  Mr.  Wells  saw  that  a 
great  curiosity  was  drawing  persons  to  Navy  Island, 
not  one  of  whom  was  connected  with  the  insurgents 
on  that  place;  and  Mr.  Wells  saw  an  opportunity  of 
making  gain  by  his  boat,  which  was  then  lying  idle 
and  unprofitable  at  Buffalo.  With  this  idea,  and 
intending  no  offence  against  God  or  man,  he  started 
from  Buffalo  to  Schlosser.  He  stopped  at  the  inter- 
mediate landings  of  Grand  Island,  Navy  Island  and 
Schlosser.  After  reaching  Schlosser,  about  2 o’clock, 
he  crossed  to  Navy  Island,  made  two  trips  that  af- 
ternoon, carrying  passengers  and  such  articles  as 
might  be  carried  on  board  any  other  ferry  boat 
maldng  this  passage.  It  will  appear  that  among  the 
articles  on  board  the  Caroline  was  a cannon.  Much 
stress  has  been,  and  probably  will  be  laid  upon 
this,  in  the  course  of  this  trial;  and  I now  pause  to 
comment  on  that,  in  order  that  you  may  see  what  a 
feeble  bearing  an  act  of  this  kind  should  have  on  the 
case.  It  was  an  articles  which  the  vessels  of  nations 
who  are  not  at  war  are  forbid  to  carry,  under  penal- 
ty of  forfeiture  and  no  other.  If  a neutral  vessel  is 
taken  in  possession  of  articles  which  she  is  forbidden 
to  carry  by  the  laws  of  nations,  they  are  forfeited; 
but  when  they  are  landed  she  is  not  liable  to  be  seiz- 
ed or  molested.  This  applies  to  the  high  seas,  the 
common  proper  of  all  nations.  At  the  same  time 
when  this  vessel  was  passing  between  Schlosser  and 
Navy  Island,  a ferry  boat  was  plying  between  Buf- 
faro  and  Waterloo,  on  the  Canada  side,  and  daily  and 
hourly  carrying  arms  and  munitions  of  war;  and  the 
Canadian  army  was  fed  from  the  American  shores. 
And  there,  again,  (I  do  not  say  it  with  pride),  Ame- 
rican citizens  were  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  British 
army  in  Canada,  and  this  at  a time  when  it  was 
charged  that  the  interference  of  our  citizens  was  un- 
justly and  iniquitously  made — a charge  which  is  not 
founded  in  fact. 

After  having  made  these  trips,  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline was  moored  at  Fort  Schlosser,  as  it  is  called. 
But  be  not  deceived,  gentlemen,  by  the  name;  there 
is  no  fort  there;  the  site  of  the  old  fort  is  now  cover- 
ed by  luxuriant  corn,  and  the  only  two  houses  near 
it  were  a warehouse  on  the  end  of  the  wharf,  and 
Field’s  tavern  about  fifty  or  sixty  rods  off.  There  was 
scarcely  another  house  within  two  miles  of  the  place. 
At  this  tavern,  which  was  the  only  house  in  the 
neighborhood,  hundreds  of  persons  were  congregat- 
ed, and  applied  to  Mr.  Wells  for  permission  to  lodge 
on  board  the  Caroline,  in  consequence  of  not  having 
room  at  the  tavern,  and  he  gave  them  permission;  in 
accordance  with  which,  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
took  up  their  lodgings  on  board  the  boat  that  night. 
This  boat  was  not  armed,  had  no  equipment  of  her 
own;  none  of  her  men  were  armed,  nor  were  any 
of  those  who  went  on  board  that  night  armed.  About 
ten  o’clock  the  watch  was  set,  as  is  usual,  and  the 
persons  on  board  retired  to  repose,  unsuspicious  of 
danger  as  they  were  unconscious  of  wrong.  About 
twelve  o’clock  (the  testimony  may  vary  from  half 
past  eleven  to  one  o’clock)  they  captain  was  aroused 
by  the  watch,  who  told  him  that  boats  filled  with 
men  were  coming  on  board.  Soon  a noise  of  tramp- 
ling and  shouting  was  heard,  and  the  men  aroused 


from  their  slumbers,  rushed  forth,  with  what  articles 
of  clothing  were  at  hand.  They  rushed  for  the  com- 
panionway, the  gangway,  and  every  avenue  that 
might  afford  chance  of  escape  for  their  lives.  Some 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape;  others  were  met  by 
armed  men,  who  thrust  at  them  with  swords  and 
pikes;  and,  though  severely  wounded,  yet  they  es- 
caped. It  is  but  too  probable,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
that  there  were  others  who  alarmed  at  the  sudden 
on-set,  by  the  cries  and  shouts,  by  the  firing  of  pis- 
tols and  the  cries  of  “no  quarters,”  and  apprehen- 
sive of  being  put  to  death,  secreted  themselves  around 
the  boiler  and  other  places,  and  came  forth,  after  their 
ruffianly  assailants  had  left,  only  to  meet  the  rushing 
of  the  flames,  and  listen  with  bewildering  horror  to 
the  roar  of  Niagara. 

But,  gentlemen,  those  who  had  escaped  from  the 
boat  had  not  thereby  escaped  from  danger.  Some 
who  had  escaped  their  assailants  on  the  deck  were 
pursued  into  the  warehouse,  which  was  searched 
with  lights  to  ascertain,  in  the  language  of  them- 
selves, “if  some  of  the  d d Yankees  were  not 

there.”  Amos  Durfee,  whose  sad  fate  is  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  your  being  pannelled,  was  found  on 
the  wharf  some  four  rods  from  the  boat,  with  a ball 
shot  through  his  head,  the  gun  or  pistol  being  fired 
so  near  him  that  the  cap  on  his  head  was  singed  with 
the  flame  of  the  gun  with  which  he  was  shot.  He 
was  doubtless  shot  at  the  spot,  and  died  instantly  of 
his  wound.  It  will  appear  before  you,  gentlemen, 
that  the  assailants  who  committed  this  bloody  deed 
were  a band  of  armed  men,  between  forty  and  sixty 
in  number,  who  came  from  the  Canada  shore.  It 
will  appear  that  it  were  a secret  and  volunteer  ex- 
pedition, got  up  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Ca- 
roline. 

At  that  time,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  there  was  on 
the  Canada  shore  an  army  of  2,500  men,  who  were 
collected  on  the  occasion  of  Jhe  seizure  of  Navy  Is- 
land by  a body  of  insurgents.  They  were  there 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  any  invasion 
by  the  insurgents.  From  this  it  has  been  alleged 
that  it  was  a transaction  more  of  a military  than 
civil  character;  that,  being  so  organized,  it  was  not 
to  be  governed  by  the  rule  which  prevail  in  courts 
of  justice  where  the  civil  and  municipal  law  alone 
prevails.  It  is  right,  gentlemen,  that  your  minds 
should  be  disembarrassed  from  all  questions  of  that 
kind,  and  to  that  end  I present  this  case  broadly,  in 
order  that,  when  the  evidence  comes  before  you,  you 
may  see  its  force  and  bearing  upon  the  case.  I will 
therefore  submit  to  you  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  this  state  in  the  case,  given  on  a statement 
of  facts  submitted  by  the  affidavit  of  the  prisoner 
himself — a decision  given  after  an  able  and  learned 
argument  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  and  after 
great  deliberation,  which  has  given  great  and  new 
honor  to  the  judiciary  of  our  state.  After  that  deci- 
sion, that  question  is  entirely  disposed  of,  and  the 
questions  which  it  is  your  province  to  decide  are  dis- 
tinctly pointed  out  to  you. 

[Mr.  Hail  then  read  the  very  able  opinion  of  Judge 
Cowan,  delivered  before  the  supreme  court  in  New 
York,  which  has  already  been  published.] 

Mr.  Hall  then  continued:  Gentlemen,  let  me  now 
call  your  attention  to  what  has  been  decided,  in  the 
case.  The  supreme  court  has  decided,  in  the  first 
place,  that  it  was  Dot  to  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  war,  nor  by  the  laws  of  Canada,  but  by  our  own 
civil  laws.  Therefore  the  question  before  us  con- 
tains nothing  more  than  if  one  man  had  killed  ano- 
ther, and  was  put  upon  his  trial  for  the  murder.  It 
comes  under  the  cognizance  of  the  same  laws  under 
which  we  all  live.  It  has  been  decided,  secondly,  that 
no  order  from  the  British  government  can  justly,  ex- 
cuse, or  palliate.  Another  point  is  that  in  order 
to  excuse  the  act  on  the  ground  of  self  defence, 
or  defending  the  country,  it  must  have  been  done 
to  resist  an  immediate,  dangerous  and  pressing  as- 
sault. 

The  offence  was  committed  against  our  laws  alone, 
and  not  against  the  laws  of  any  other  country.  Blood 
has  been  shed  upon  our  soil,  and  we  are  responsible 
for  it,  and  no  other  people;  and  if  he  cannot  be  pu- 
nished here  he  cannot  be  punished  in  Canada.  He 
has  violated  no  law  of  Canada,  no  law  of  the  U.  States. 
Here,  and  here  alone,  the  avenger  of  blood  calls  upon 
you,  if  he  be  proved  guilty,  to  answer  for  the  blood 
shed  with  the  blood  of  the  prisoner.  The  supreme 
court  proceeds  on  the  oath  of  the  prisoner,  assum- 
ing all  the  statements  to  be  true,  and  takes  ground 
that  Durfee  was  in  arms  at  Navy  Island  against  the 
Canadians.  This  places  the  prisoner  in  the  same 
situation  as  if  Van  Rensselaer  or  any  other  patriot 
general  had  been  killed  instead  of  Durfee.  But  the 
testimony  will  show  you  that  the  man  killed  had  as 
little  connexion  with  it  as  yourselves.  It  will  be 
shown  that  he  was  in  nowise  connected  with  the  in- 
surgents, but  that  he  was  there  in  pursuit  of  his  own 
lawful  business. 
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The  only  question  left  for  you  to  decide  is  a ques- 
tion of  fact.  Was  the  prisoner  one  of  the  assailing 
part}7  in  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  and  killed 
Durfee?  To  that  single  point  you  are  limited.  The 
questions  of  law  have  been  decided  by  the  supreme 
court,  which  you  and  this  court  and  all  of  us  are 
bound  to  obey,  and  it  is  for  you  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  testimony  as  to  any  other  point  than  proving  his 
presence  at  the  scene,  is  to  be  thrown  aside  as  tend- 
ing only  to  embarrass  you.  The  question  then  is, 
Was  the  prisoner  one  of  the  party  who  destroyed  the 
Caroline?  On  this  point  we  will  examine  numerous 
witnesses,  some  of  whom  say  that  amongst  those  who 
were  avowedly  of  the  expedition,  the  prisoner  has 
declared  he  was  one.  We  willshowthat  previous  to 
the  expedition  the  prisoner  was  one  of  those  most 
actively  engaged  in  getting  it  up.  That  the  day  be- 
fore he  went  to  Buffalo  to  ascertain  whether  the  Ca- 
roline was  coming  down  to  Schlosser.  That  he  took 
a deep  and  active  interest  in  the  affair,  and  that  on 
that  very  evening  he  was  engaged  enlisting  persons 
for  the  expedition.  That  on  several  occasions  he  ex- 
hibited a sword,  and  pointing  to  blood  upon  it,  said 
that  that  was  the  blood,  of  a d d Yankee.  Other  wit- 

nesses will  prove  that  they  saw  him  go  with  the  boats 
on  the  expedition,. and  others  that  they  saw  him  on 
his  return  from  it. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  testimony  showing  you 
what  part  the  prisoner  took  in  the  expedition  to  de- 
stroy the  Caroline,  in  which  Amos  Durfee  met  his 
death.  Little  now  remains  for  me  but  to  lay  down 
a few  simple  propositions,  which  you  will  keep  in 
your  minds  in  order  that  you  may  properly  judge  of 
the  weight  of  evidence.  Having  now  stripped  the 
case  of  all  extraneous  and  foreign  law,  we  come  to 
try  it  by  our  own  law,  as  it  has  been  administered 
since  we  have  been  a state  independent  of  England, 
and  as  it  is  administered  in  England. 

“Every  homicide  is  presumed  to  be  malicious,  and 
therefore  murder  until  the  contrary  appear.  It  is 
for  the  accused  to  show  any  matter  of  justification  or 
excuse.” 

2d.  Proposition — Roscoe’s  Criminal  Evidence,  651. 
The  malice  necessary  to  constitute  the  crime  of  mur- 
der, is  not  confined  to  an  intention  to  take  away  the 
life  of  the  deceased,  but  includes  an  intent  to  do  any 
unlawful  act  which  may  probably  end  in  depriving 
the  party  of  life. 

4 Blackstone’s  Commentaries,  199 — The  malice 
prepense,  essential  to  murder,  is  not  so  properly  spite 
or  malvolence  to  the  individual  in  particular,  as  an 
evil  design  in  general;  the  dictate  of  a wicked,  de- 
praved and  malignant  mind. 

2d  Revised  Statutes,  546;  to  the  same. 

3d  Proposition. — If  an  action,  unlawful  in  itself,  be 
done  deliberately  and  with  intention  of  mischief,  or 
great  bodily  harm  to  particulars,  or  if  mischief  indis- 
criminately, fall  it  where  it  may,  and  death  ensue, 
against  or  beside  the  original  intention  of  the  party, 
it  will  be  murder.  2 R.  S.  same  proposition  546. 

4th  Proposition — Roscoe  640. — In  order  to  convict 
the  prisoner  of  murder  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove 
that  the  fatal  blow  was  given  by  his  hand. 

B.  C.  C.  24. — If  he  was  present,  aiding  and 
abetting  the  fact  committed,  he  is  a principal  in  the 
felony.  The  presence  need  not  be  [34]  an  actual 
immediate  standing  by  within  sight,  or  knowing  of 
the  fact. 

Foster,  350. — If  several  persons  set  out  together, 
or  in  small  parlies  upon  one  common  design,  be  it 
murder  or  other  felony,  or  from  any  other  purpose 
unlawful  in  itself,  and  each  takes  the  part  assigned 
him,  some  commit  the  facts,  others  to  watch  at  pro- 
per distances  and  stations  to  prevent  a surprise  or  to 
favor,  if  need  be,  the  escape  of  those  who  are  more 
immediately  engaged,  they  are  all,  if  the  first  be 
committed,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  present  at  it.  [Read 
also,  the  Tessing  hunt-house  case,  1 Hale,  P.  C.  466.] 

These  are  the  principles  and  rules  of  law  which 
must  govern  this  case.  There  can  be  no  dispute 
about  them.  They  are  principles  well  established; 
it  is  only  for  you  to  apply  these  principles  of  law, 
and  if  the  evidence  brings  the  prisoner  within  the 
full  purview  of  the  law,  you  must  find  him  guilty. — 
Before  you  find  him  guilty,  you  must  be  satisfied  of 
these  facts:  1st,  that  Amos  Durfee  was  killed.  2d, 
that  he  was  killed  in  Niagara  county.  3d,  by  a pis- 
tol or  musket  shot,  or  a weapon  of  a similar  charac- 
ter. 4th,  that  he  was  killed  by  the  prisoner.  5th, 
or  that  he  was  killed  by  those  he  was  knowingly  aid- 
ing or  abetting.  If  either  of  these  facts  are  establish- 
ed, your  verdict  must  be  one  of  guilty. 

I have  endeavored  to  place  the  leading  features  of 
this  case  before  you,  both  as  to  law  and  as  to  fact,  so 
far  and  no  farther  than  it  might  be  understood  to  ap- 
ply to  the  evidence. 

The  interests  committed  to  your  charge  are  of  in- 
expressible importance.  To  the  prisoner — his  life 
is  in  your  hands.  To  the  people — they  have  com- 
mitted to  you  the  vindication  of  those  laws  on  which 


all  our  lives  depend.  If  the  prisoner  is  proved  guilty, 
and  you  find  him  innocent,  you  will  sap  the  very 
foundations  of  justice. 

Gentlemen,  this  trial  must  necessarily  be  long,  te- 
dious and  painful.  Let  me  urge  you  to  arm  your- 
selves with  patience,  as  you  would  consult  your  own 
future  peace.  This  trial  will  be  an  epoch  in  your 
lives.  You  will  think  of  it  on  your  farms — at  your 
firesides — and  in  your  wayside  wanderings  through 
the  world;  and  when  the  last  dread  hour  of  review 
arrives,  when  your  past  lives  and  reminiscences  arise 
before  you — when  the  dark  things  of  this  world  are 
about  to  be  illuminated  by  a light  from  eternity,  this 
trial  will  stand  forth  as  one  of  your  most  important 
acts,  and  the  greatest  and  most  solemn  of  your  re- 
sponsibilities. If  from  fear,  favor  or  partiality,  or 
from  any  other  weakness;  if  through  overlooking  the 
law  and  testimony,  which  you  are  bound  to  observe 
by  the  solemnity  of  your  oath;  if  by  any  unwarranted 
assumption  you  attempt  to  decide  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  this  trial  or  conviction,  the  consideration  of 
which  belongs  to  the  executive;  if  by  any  vain  pre- 
sumption you  attempt  to  weigh  the  consequences, 
which  belong  to  God  alone;  if  from  any  or  all  of 
these  causes  you  find  a false  verdict,  at  that  last  dread 
hour  you  will  bitterly  but  vainly  regret  it. 

I have  but  one  word  more  to  say  to  you.  It  is  to 
conjure  you,  during  the  whole  of  this  trial,  at  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end,  and  every  stage  of  it,  to  keep 
before  you,  as  if  written  in  letters  of  fire,  the  words 
“be  just  and  fear  not." 

The  case  for  the  defence  was  opened  by  Mr.  Spen- 
cer as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury.  I will  endeavor  to  open 
this  defence  in  the  manner  which  has  just  been  sug- 
gested by  his  honor  the  circuit  judge,  because  it  is 
precisely  the  way  in  which  every  defence  should  be 
opened,  and  from  which  the  jury  can  best  appreciate 
the  evidence  to  be  brought  before  them.  I need 
scarcely  say  that  this  is  a case  of  no  ordinary  charac- 
ter and  importance.  It  is  the  first  of  the  kind  you 
have  ever  tried,  or  in  all  probability  will  be  again 
called  on  to  investigate.  A solemn  duty  has  devolved 
upon  you,  and  I have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  it 
will  be  fully  and  faithfully  discharged. 

The  defence  which  we  intend  to  make  is  two-fold, 
and  I will  place  it  before  you  in  its  double  aspect, 
thus  early,  in  order  that  the  court  may  be  prepared 
to  direct  our  conduct  of  the  case  as  it  may  think  pro- 
per. In  the  first  place,  then,  we  will  inquire  whether 
any  murder  has  been  committed  at  all,  and  secondly, 
whether,  if  that  question  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, whether  Alexander  McLeod  was  one  of  the 
murderers. 

‘ The  first  portion  of  our  defence,  we  shall  conduct 
with  all  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court,  which  the  learned  attorney-general  referred  to 
so  fully  in  his  opening.  We  are  no  strangers  to  that 
opinion,  nor  to  the  questions  presented  on  the  argu- 
ment which  drew  forth  that  opinion,  and  if  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  opposite  really  supposes,  as  he  said, 
that  the  counsel  of  the  prisoner  sustained  a rebuke, 
when  that  opinion  was  delivered,  I avail  myself  of 
this  early  opportunity  to  say  that  the  counsel  have 
never  felt  the  justice  of  that  rebuke,  and  it  yet  re- 
mains to  be  shown  that  the  opinion  administered  any 
just  rebuke.  There  are  some  things  in  that  opinion 
which,  when  I first  heard  them  within  this  very  circle, 
that  fell  upon  my  ear  as  a little  strange,  but  there  is 
also  very  much  of  that  opinion  to  which  I listened 
with  great  pleasure.  That  document  is  ably  written; 
it  contains  the  evidence  of  great  research  and  pro- 
found legal  learning,  and  it  may  present  the  sound 
law  of  the  case.  But  whether  it  be  the  sound  law  of 
the  case  or  not,  and  whether  the  learned  judge  who 
now  presides  on  this  trial  will  so  regard  it,  I know 
not,  but  I feel  bound  to  conduct  this  case  on  the  broad 
grounds  of  what  I consider  the  true  principles  of  law 
as  applicable  to  it. 

We  shall  then,  in  the  first  place,  after  a few  more 
facts  shall  have  been  made  to  appear  in  evidence  be- 
fore you,  insist  that  there  can  be  no  such  offence  as 
that  of  murder  proved  as  growing  out  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Caroline.  And  here  allow  me  to  say  that 
in  the  whole  course  of  my  reading,  (limited  I admit 
it  has  been),  and  in  all  my  experience,  I never  knew 
of  a similar  case.  It  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  that 
we  see  an  individual,  acting  under  the  authority,  and 
by  the  orders  of  the  government  whose  subject  he 
was,  has  been  put  on  trial  for  obeying  those  orders. 
This  is  indeed  a remarkable  occurrence  almost  at  the 
end  of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century?  As 
the  counsel  of  Alexander  McLeod,  then,  I shall  have 
occasion  to  contend  that  there  can  be  no  such  thing 
as  murder  charged  against  any  of  the  persons  who 
formed  the  expedition  sent  to  destroy  the  Caroline; 
and  let  me  here  add,  that  the  question  as  to  whether 
that  act  was  a justifiable  procedure  or  not  on  the  part 
of  the  British  provincial  government,  cannot  be  en- 
tertained by  you: 


The  facts,  gentlemen,  to  be  adduced,  will  show 
that  this  party  which  made  the  attack  on  the  Caroline, 
consisted  of  the  crews  of  seven  boats — six  of  them 
containing  eight  persons,  and  one  containing  nine — 
and  which  were  made  up  of  British  provincial  soldiers 
then  on  duty  at  Chippewa,  or  British  naval  officers 
then  on  duty  at  Chippewa — that  Col.  McNab  ordered 
the  expedition — that  he  acted  under  the  authority  of 
sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  the  provincial  governor,  who 
directed  them  to  seek  out  and  destroy  the  Caroline, 
which  he  then  believed  to  be  in  the  employment  of 
the  party  on  Navy  Island,  who  had  there  raised  the 
standard  of  revolt,  fortified  their  camp,  and  opened 
their  batteries  on  the  Canadian  shore.  When  this 
party  was  thus  circumstanced,  and  at  a season  of  the 
year  when  navigation  by  any  other  vessel  was  ex- 
tremely perilous,  that  boat  came  down  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  being  employed  by  the  occupants  of 
Navy  Island,  and  in  their  service  that  boat  was  from 
day  to  day  engaged. 

The  boat  was  then  as  liable  to  destruction  at 
Schlosser  as  if  she  had  been  moored  at  Navy  Island, 
so  far  as  respected  individual  responsibility.  Indeed 
it  was  now  proved  that  Schlosser  was  the  very  ren- 
dezvous of  the  party  of  the  invaders  of  the  island, 
or  of  those  wrho  were  continually  carried  over  to  the 
island.  We  shall  contend  then  that  the  boat,  while 
at  Schlosser,  was  there  for  as  hostile  purposes  as  if  at 
Navy  Island,  and  that  the  British  authorities  were 
therefore  as  much  justified  in  destroying  her  there  as 
if  she  had  been  at  the  latter  place;  and  I ask  every 
American  citizen  if  he  would  have  regarded  the  de- 
struction of  the  boat  at  Navy  Island  as  an  offence? 
Might  not  the  island  have  been  justifiably  invaded  and 
the  persons  on  it  taken  prisoners  and  slaughtered 
without  the  persons  so  invading  it  being  chargeable 
with  the  crime  of  murder,  or  any  other  offence 
against  the  laws  whatever?  Whether  the  insurgents 
on  the  island  were  right  or  wrong  is  wholly  immate- 
rial. Whether  the  British  government  had  been  ty- 
rannical and  had  driven  these  people  ^desperation 
is  wholly  immaterial.  The  Canadian  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  had  seen  fit  to  revolt,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  American  citizens  had  made  open  war  in  Canada, 
and  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  it  was  a war, 
and  all  the  rights  and  immunities  that  belonged  to 
those  engaged  in  war  pertained  to  them. 

We  will  show  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  took  this  view  af  the  case 
— that  they  took  cognizance  of  this  offence,  and  de- 
manded reparation  from  the  government  of  Great 
Britain — and  that  at  a later  day  the  British  govern- 
ment acknowledged  the  responsibility  of  that  act  and 
declared  it  was  done  in  obedience  to  the  British  pro- 
vincial government,  and  justified  it  as  a necessary  act 
for  the  protection  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  then 
living  in  Canada.  The  federal  government  then  un- 
der the  constitution  had  taken  full  cognizance  of  this 
whole  matter,  embracing  not  only  the  invasion  of  our 
territory,  but  also  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat, 
the  property  of  one  of  our  citizens,  and  the  taking 
away  of  the  life  of  another.  All,  all  these  conside- 
rations were  presented  to  the  notice  of  Great  Britain, 
and  our  government  mindful  of  the  nation’s  rights 
and  ready  to  vindicate  them,  had  demanded  full  and 
entire  satisfaction  for  the  injury  which  our  country 
has  received.  But  the  individual  who  formed  part  of 
that  public  force  of  Great  Britain  stands  excused,  as 
he  always  must,  from  all  the  consequences  of  his  ac- 
tion under  those  orders.  As  an  individual  offender 
he  is  not  answerable  to  any  tribunal. 

Passing  from  this,  I will  now  take  up  another 
branch  of  the  case,  and  when  I am  well  persuaded 
the  intelligent  judge  who  presides  here,  and  myself 
shall  have  no  difference  of  opinion,  whatever  may  be 
our  respective  views  of  the  other  features  of  the  case, 
and  this  tenfold  more  deeply  interesting  question  of 
constitutional  right — and  that  is  the  point  as  to  whe- 
ther McLeod  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  transaction 
or  not.  I am  willing,  and  I intend  to  call  your  atten- 
tion more  minutely  to  the  evidence  sustaining  that 
ground  of  defence,  than  to  that  pertaining  to  the  other 
position  which  we  have  assumed.  Because  that  evi- 
dence sustaining  the  latter,  is  not  in  any  degree  sus- 
ceptible of  dispute.  Every  word  of  evidence  given 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  has  gone  to  establish 
our  case,  and  what  is  yet  to  come,  will  only  confirm 
what  has  been  shown  already.  But  the  point  to  which 
I call  you  now  is,  that  Alexander  McLeod  had  no 
more  to  do  with  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  or 
with  the  killing  of  Durfee,  than  either  of  you,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury.  Not  any  more.  And  I speak  with 
a knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  will  satisfy  you  that 
what  I have  now  said  is  fully  and  literally  true. 

1 confess  that  I am  somewhat  surprised  by  the  re- 
sults of  this  trial  which  we  have  yet  seen.  I antici- 
pated much  greater  strength  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
secution. I will  say  to  the  attorney  general — if  I am 
honored  with  his  indulgence — I will  say  to  his  asso- 
I ciatc,  that  1 am  astonished  at  the  feebleness  of  their 
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cause,  conducted  as  it  lias  been  with  such  an  array 
of  talent. 

Without  making  any  extravagant  pretensions  to  that 
sort  of  skill  in  matter  of  this  kind,  yet  I would  ven- 
ture fearlessly  to  enter  on  the  argument  on  the  evi- 
dence as  it  is  now  before  you,  without  the  slightest 
dread  of  a verdict  against  my  client.  But  I am  not 
at  liberty  to  play  at  hap-hazard  in  such  a case  as  this. 

I have  here  to  defend  a man  whose  life  is  as  dear  to 
him  as  yours  is  to  you,  and  to  whom  you  are  bound 
to  give  a fair  trial — a patient  hearing — and  a faithful 
and  impartial  verdict,  just  as  much  as  if  he  were  an 
American  citizen.  I ask  no  favor  at  your  hands  be- 
cause he  is  a foreigner.  We  expect  nothing  whate- 
ver from  your  hands  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in 
which  your  verdict  may  place  the  governments  of  the 
two  countries.  We  ask  only  that  you  will  listen  to 
the  evidence,  cautiously  weigh  it,  and  then  pronounce 
whether  Alexander  McLeod  is  a murderer  or  not. 

First,  then,  we  will  lay  before  you  a mass  of  evi- 
dence taken  by  commission  under  the  order  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  which,  singular  as  it  is,  have  been 
attended  to  in  the  execution  by  gentlemen  on  both 
sides.  And  here  let  me  remark,  that  the  opposite 
counsel  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  which  a per- 
fect knowledge  of  our  whole  case,  from  beginning  to 
end,  could  afford,  whilst  we  have  been  kept  in  pro- 
found ignorance  of  theirs. 

Yes,  had  they  enclosed  the  case  in  the  hetacombs 
of  Egypt  it  could  not  have  been  more  religiously  con- 
cealed from  our  view.  None  of  the  new  witnesses 
who  are  relied  upon  to  sustain  the  prosecution  went 
before  the  grand  jury.  There  may  be  a few  excep- 
tions, but  I believe  my  assertion  will  be  found  correct. 
And  permit  me  to  add  that  in  my  judgment  if  this 
were  tried  as  often  as  the  moon  changed,  new  wit- 
nesses could  be  found  to  prove  the  case,  as  strong  as 
it  has  been  now  presented  on  this  trial.  But  the  com- 
missions have  been  returned  and  the  evidence  will  be 
read  before  you.  With  a great  deal  of  pains  and 
perseverance  my  respected  colleague  succeeded  in 
finding  some  men,  more  or  less,  who  were  on  board 
each  of  the  boats  which  formed  the  expedition 
against  the  Caroline.  Twelve  or  so  of  our  witnesses 
are  of  this  description.  First  on  part  of  the  defence 
we  have  Col.  McNab,  who  proves  the  issuing  of  the 
orders  to  Capt.  Drew,  the  individual  who  had  charge 
of  the  expedition.  Col.  McNab  states  that  the  ex- 

E edition,  when  planned,  was  a profound  secret,  un- 
nown  to  any  except  himseif  and  one  or  two  confi- 
dential officers.  The  party  collected  on  the  shore 
and  went  on  board  the  boats,  and  then  the  purpose  of 
the  expedition  was  declared  when  the  party  was  on 
its  way  to  accomplish  its  object. 

When  the  expedition  returned,  Col.  McNab  order- 
ed a list  of  all  the  men  engaged  in  the  expedition  to 
be  made  out,  intending  to  bestow  upon  them  some 
mark  of  approbation  for  their  hardihood  and  success- 
ful conduct  of  the  expedition.  And  here  let  me  say, 
that  however  we  may  regard-the  transaction,  the  pro- 
vincial government  of  Great  Britain  looked  on  that 
act  as  a gallant  achievement.  But  whether  they 
rightfully  or  wrongfully  appreciated  the  undertaking 
is  perfectly  indifferent  to  us.  To  return,  however,  in 
the  lists  thus  made  out,  the  name  McLeod,  either 
Alexander  or  Augustus,  does  not  appear. 

Col.  McNab  also  says  that  he  was  on  the  shore 
when  the  expedition  embarked,  and  that  he  did  not 
see  McLeod,  whom  he  knows  most  intimately.  Then 
every  boat’s  crew  were  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  they  respectfully  testify  that  McLeod  was  not 
among  them;  and  it  was  surely  likely  that  the  mem- 
bers of  every  little  party  wiii  know  each  otiier.  This 
is  in  substance  the  evidence  which  we  have  taken  on 
commission,  and  that  will  be  the  first  laid  before  you 
in  our  defence.  You  will  listen  to  that  reading  with 
attention,  although  it  may  not  be  so  satisfactory  as 
the  evidence  of  a witness  who  would  be  before  you 
personally. 

But  we  will  also  produce  before  you  living  witness- 
es, who  will  speak  of  what  they  know.  By  a Mr. 
Hamilton  we  will  show  that  the  Rayncock  of  whom 
Wilson  spoke  as  being  present  with  McLeod  between 
the  5th  and  15th  of  January,  was  absent  in  Europe, 
and  could  not  possibly  have  been  then  present  at  the 
place  and  on  the  occasion  described  by  Wilson. 

With  respect  to  Quimby,  we  will  show  you  that  a 
short  time  ago  a letter  was  received  by  the  post- 
master here  from  a gentleman  of  respectability  in 
Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  who  hearing  ofQuim- 
by’s  intention  to  come  here  as  a witness,  and  know- 
ing his  character,  wrote  a warning  as  to  his  worth- 
lessness; and  acting  on  this  information  [ wrote  to 
two  worthy  citizens  there,  who  have  come  here  to 
speak  of  Quimby’s  character.  This  Quimby,  you 
recollect,  is  the  fellow  who  sold  his  load  of  hay  and 
went  to  get  payment  before  daylight  from  the  com- 
missary. 

We  will  then  show  you,  gentlemen,  that  McLeod 
was  at  Chippewa,  in  Davis’  tavern,  on  the  day  of  the 


destruction  of  the  Caroline — that  he  went  to  bed 
early,  as  he  was  fatigued,  having  been  one  of  the 
party  who  rowed  round  Navy  Island.  He  remained 
in  bed  till  sundown,  when  he  rose,  We  will  then 
show  you  that  he  went  in  company  with  Mr.  William 
Press,  then  living  at  Niagara,  and  now  keeping  the 
“Hamilton  House.”  in  Hamilton,  Canada,  and  in  his 
company  McLeod  left  Davis’  tavern  and  rode  to 
Stanford,  about  five  miles  distant,  in  a very  bad  state 
of  the  roads,  where  he  got  out  of  his  wagon,  con- 
cluding that  he  would  tarry  over  night  with  capt. 
John  Morrison,  a retired  British  officer  in  Canada. 

He  left  Chippewa  in  company  with  Mr.  Press  after 
dark  on  that  day.  Well,  he  got  out  and  went  into 
Capt.  Morrison’s,  and  we  will  show  by  that  gentle- 
man’s evidence  that  McLeod  came  to  his  house;  that 
they  sat  and  conversed  till  about  midnight;  that  then 
they  retired  to  bed;  that  he,  (Capt.  Morrison),  rose 
early  in  the  morning,  as  was  his  custom;  that  Mrs. 
Morrison  arose,  and  their  son,  a little  boy  of  fifteen 
years  of  age;  that  the  lad  went  down  to  the  gate  in 
front  of  the  house.  That  he  saw  there  two  gentle- 
men, who  stopped  as  they  passed  and  asked  the  lad 
to  call  his  father— -that  Captain  Morrison  went  down 
and  there  found  some  one  whom  I don’t  now  re- 
member, witb  a Col.  Cameron,  who  lives  at  Toronto,  | 
and  is  an  elderly  gentleman,  and  is  not  able  to  be 
here.  That  these  gentlemen  asked  Morrison  if  he  had 
heard  the  news,  and  on  receiving  his  reply  in  the 
negative,  they  told  him  of  the  burning  of  the  Caro- 
line, and  gave  him  as  a trophy  a fragment  of  the 
boat — which  they  had  found  in  an  eddy  below  the 
falls. 

Captain  Morrison  returned  to  the  house  and  found 
Mr.  McLeod  at  his  toilet,  and  to  him  he  told  the  in- 
telligence he  had  just  received.  McLeod  wished  to 
go  immediately,  but  was  prevailed  on  by  Mrs.  Mor- 
rison to  remain  for  breakfast;  Mrs.  Morrison  will 
show  this,  and  also  that  Mr.  McLeod’s  boots,  which 
had  been  wet,  were  placed  at  the  kitchen  fire,  where 
they  remained  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  were  put 
on  dry  by  him;  Mrs.  Morrison,  also  a step-daughter, 

I believe,  of  Mr.  Morrison,  is  also  here;  she  is  an 
intelligent  lady  and  will  corroborate  the  testimony 
of  her  relations. 

To  recur  to  the  testimony  of  Press,  to  show  that 
he  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  day,  he  says  he  was  at 
Chippewa  but  once  that  winter.  He  lived  at  Niagara 
where  he  kept  a public  house,  and  he  says  that  he 
took  in  passengers  from  his  house  that  day;  that  their 
names  are  on  his  books,  and  the  compensation  he  re- 
ceived from  them  entered  on  his  cash  book,  under 
date  of  the  29th  December.  But,  further,  he  w'ill 
tell  you  that  he  heard  of  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline on  the  next  day,  about  ten  o’clock — thus  fix- 
ing, beyond  all  controversy,  the  day  on  which  Mc- 
Leod was  in  his  company. 

We  then  take  McLeod  from  Chippewa  early  in 
the  evening  to  Captain  Munson’s  where  he  passes 
the  night.  Then,  in  the  morning,  he  rode  to  the 
Pavilion  at  the  falls,  and  during  that  time  we  have 
no  evidence  that  saw  him — but  at  the  Pavilion  he 
fell  in  company  with  a person  who  is  here — an  of- 
ficer of  the  provincial  government,  and  from  the  Pa- 
vilion he  rode  with  McLeod  to  Chippewa  conversing 
about  the  destruction  of  the  “Caroline,”  and  they 
reached  Chippewa  about  nine  or  ten  o’clock,  and 
then  rode  up  the  Niagara  river  to  where  Capt.  Usher 
lived — the  gentleman  who  was  murdered  at  his  own 
door — and  while  on  their  journey  they  were  fired  on 
from  Navy  Island,  one  ball  falling  directly  at  the 
edge  of  the  river,  which  was  handed  to  McLeod 
when  he  was  returning. 

Shortly  after  leaving  the  Caroline  they  met  a gen- 
1 tleman  who  also  is  here — Mr.  McLean,  of  New 
! York,  who  had  spent  the  previous  night  at  Chippewa 
and  in  company  with  another  person  residing  down 
the  Niagara  river,  towards  the  falls,  where  they  met 
McLeod,  whom  Mr.  McLean  well  knew,  and  had 
seen  in  Buffalo  a few  days  before,  when  McLeod 
was  there. 

Now  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  this  evidence  will  be 
laid  before  you,  and  I question  if  it  will  be  at  all  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  embarrass  your  minds  with  the 
examination  of  the  present  question  as  to  whether 
murder  was  committed  by  any  one,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  you  will  be  rejoiced  to  find  that  you  can  re- 
turn a verdict  that  the  prisoner  was  not  guilty  be- 
cause he  had  no  participation  in  the  matter.  I know 
it  will  rejoice  your  hearts,  as  it  will  those  of  all  true 
American  citizens,  that  McLeed  is  innocent  of  this 
offence. 

And  here  gentlemen  let  me  ask  you  if  this  evi- 
dence which  I have  described  be  true,  what  will  you 
j think  of  the  testimony  you  have  heard.  Will  it  not 
- be  found  irreconcilable  from  beginning  to  end?  Must 
it  not  then  be  admitted  that  these  men  must  either 
! have  invented  their  glories,  or  been  misled  by  heat- 
ed imagination? 


Our  witnesses  are  not  surrounded  by  darkness — 
their  observation  not  limited  to  a single  and  momen- 
tary view  of  the  dawn  of  day  or  in  the  gloom  of  mid- 
night. They  have  been  in  company  with  the  pri- 
soner, and  could  not  be  mistaken.  There  evidence 
then  must  be  all  perjured,  or  all  true. 

And  if  all  true,  then  you  will  not  have  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  pronouncing  the  verdict  that  justice  de- 
mands— one  which  is  due  to  the  prisoner,  to  the  na- 
tion whose  subject  he  is,  and  to  the  American  people. 

The  learned  gentleman  then  concluded,  after  oc- 
cupying three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  his  opening,  and 
as  it  was  now  nine  o’clock,  the  court  adjourned  till 
next  morning  at  the  usual  hour. 

Thursday,  Oct.  7.  The  evidence  rendered  by  the 
witness  Scars  having  closed,  Mr.  Spencer  said  that 
he  now  proposed  to  bring  forward  the  documentary 
evidence.  The  learned  gentleman  stated  that  he 
would  first  introduce  the  various  official  documents 
that  had  reference  to  the  regulations  at  present  pend- 
ing before  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Hall — For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  Spencer — With  a view  to  establish  the  fact 
that  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  and  the  killing  of 
Durfee  were  the  acts  of  the  public  force  of  Great 
Britain,  which  acts  were  subsequently  authorised  by 
the  governments. 

Mr.  Hall — You  wish  then  to  establish  that  there 
was  a war. 

Mr.  Spencer — Or  such  a state  of  matters  as  re- 
leased the  individuals  acting  under  the  orders  of  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  from  all  responsibility 
in  regard  to  the  consequences  of  their  acts  in  that 
capacity.  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  at  very  consider- 
able length  to  show  that  though  there  had  been  no 
formal  declaration  of  war,  yet  the  provincial  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  had  a right  to  destroy  the  Ca- 
roline in  self  defence. 

As  however,  the  learned  gentleman  used  the  same 
arguments  and  adopted  the  same  line  of  reasoning  as 
he  did,  when  the  case  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
supreme  court,  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  pre- 
sent his  remarks  on  these  points  again  to  our  readers. 

Mr.  Hall  rose  to  reply. 

The  court  relieved  Mr.  Hall  from  replying  and 
expressed  its  judicial  opinion  as  follows: — The  pre- 
sent indictment  has  been  sent  down  to  us  by  the  su- 
preme court,  to  be  tried  like  any  other  issue  in  the 
circuit  court.  A motion  was  made  for  the  prisoner’s 
discharge  on  the  ground  that  that  court  could  look 
behind  the  indictment  and  doing  so  would  be  justified 
in  discharging  the  prisoner.  The  supreme  court 
came  to  the  conclusion  in  the  first  place  that  they 
had  no  right  to  look  behind  the  indictment;  and  se- 
cond if  they  had  that  the  motion  should  be  denied  for 
the  want  of  merit  or  of  soundness  of  the  grounds  on 
which  it  was  urged,  on  account  namely  of  the  ab- 
sence of  any  thing  like  war  in  such  a sense  which 
makes  the  killing  of  individuals  excusable  or  justifia- 
ble; and  for  the  reason  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
preceding  negociations  which  took  away  the  right  of 
the  state  of  New  York  to  punish  offenders  against  her 
laws.  This  opinion,  which  has  been  arrived  at  by 
all  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  after  the  case 
had  been  ably  and  deliberately  argued  before  them, 
and  which  opinion,  though  for  the  most  part  was 
written  by  one,  was  the  expression  of  the  court. — 
From  that  opinion,  even  if  I did  not  agree  with  it,  I 
cannot  dissent.  That  decision  is  law  with  me,  and 
may  be  briefly  stated  thus: — A band  of  men  compos- 
ed of  Canadian  rebels,  and  of  American  citizens,  who 
voluntarily  joined  them. 

These  took  possession  of  Navy  Island,  and  were, 
therefore,  a hostile  force  invading  Canada.  They 
were  directly  hostile  to  the  Canadian  government; 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  Canadian  authorities 
had  a right  to  repel  that  invasion — to  suppress  that 
insurrection,  and  to  use  all  the  means  which  nations 
when  engaged  in  war  may  use  against  rebel  subjects 
or  foreign  enemies.  But  while  that  is  true,  it  is  pro- 
per also  to  look  at  the  rights  of  neutrals.  Every 
citizen  of  the  United  States  who  chose,  had  a right 
so  far  as  respected  his  obligations  to  his  own  govern- 
ment, to  expatriate  himself  and  join  the  insurgents, 
but  when  he  did  so,  he  was  subject  to  all  the  conse- 
quences that  the  real  subject  of  Great  Britain  incur- 
red. Any  of  our  citizens  who  chose  had  a right  to 
carry  provisions  and  munitions  of  war  to  those  insur- 
gents at  the  risk  of  their  forfeiture,  if  captured;  and 
in  that  view  the  Caroline  was  liable  to  seizure,  if  a 
portion  of  the  armament  of  the  Navy  Islanders,  when 
there,  or  if  possible  on  the  high  seas. 

But  every  member  of  that  hostile  band  when  on 
shore  was  secure  from  injury  by  the  adverse  power; 
and  the  British  government  had  no  more  right  to 
send  armed  men  from  Canada  to  make  an  attack  on 
that  steamboat  Caroline,  than  they  would  have  had 
to  send  armed  men  to  Buffalo  to  seize  on  the  arsenal 
from  which  they  feared  the  rebels  might  take  arms, 
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or  to  assassinate  the  mayor  of  that  city  lest  he  might 
give  up  those  arms. 

These  in  my  view  are  the  doctrines  of  the  supreme 
court — not  only  opinions  put  forth  by  their  decision, 
hut  clothed  with  authority,  binding  upon  me,  and 
which  I have  no  discretionary  power  to  set  aside, 
even  if  I had  examined  the  question  fully,  and  come 
to  an  opposite  conclusion  from  that  of  the  higher 
court.  I am  administering  law  here  subject  to  the 
review  of  that  very  tribunal,  and  I therefore  feel 
bound  to  reject  the  proposition  to  offer  these  matters 
in  evidence. 

Mr.  Spencer  asked  the  court  to  note  his  exception 
to  its  decision. 

The  editor  of  the  N.  York  Tribune,  who  attended 
the  trial  during  the  week  which  was  occupied  in  the 
examination  of  witnesses,  thus  sums  up  the  case  as 
developed  by  the  testimony: 

The  preliminary  and  substantially  admitted  facts 
are  these:  A “patriot”  rising  or  insurrection  took 

place  in  both  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  in  the  autumn 
of  1837,  which  was  speedily  suppressed— with  con- 
siderable bloodshed  in  the  lower  province,  but  very 
little  in  the  upper.  The  discomfitted  insurgents  fled 
to  the  United  States— those  from  the  upper  province 
mainly  to  Buffalo  and  its  vicinity.  They  found  there 
a state  of  feeling  and  circumstances  very  favorable 
to  their  cause — a great  meeting  was  held  in  the  thea- 
tre to  “sympathise”  with  them;  a great  many  volun- 
teered to  aid  them;  a military  force  was  embodied; 
the  arms  and  the  munitions  of  the  state  were  seized; 
the  party  moved  down  the  river,  crossed  over  to  and 
took  possession  of  Navy  Island,  situated  in  the  Nia- 
gara river,  near  the  middle  of  its  deep  and  strong 
current,  and  only  two  miles  above  the  Falls  of  Nia- 
gara. Here  they  planted  batteries  and  commenced 
firing  upon  the  adjacent  Canada  shore,  the  village  of 
Chippewa  lying  just  above  them.  They  threatened 
and  were  expected  to  make  a movement  upon  Canada 
directly,  the  adjacent  shore  being  exposed  to  invasion 
from  them  at  any  time,  while  their  own  wooded  island, 
with  a surrounding  current  tending  strongly  to  the 
great  cataract  below,  was  extremely  difficult  and 
dangerous  to  attack. 

But  the  hastily-levied  and  ill-provided  force  on  the 
island,  while  daily  boasting  of  their  numbers  and 
prospects,  began  to  feel  sadly  the  want  of  money, 
provisions  and  munitions.  Winter  had  set  in,  they 
had  little  protection  from  its  severity;  they  were  but 
few  in  numbers,  and  needed  every  thing,  from  com- 
petent leaders  down  to  whole  shoes.  A force  of  five 
hundred  men  sent  against  them  might  have  annihilated 
them.  The  lake  had  frozen  up,  with  all  the  craft  up- 
on it,  though  the  Niagara  remained  open,  as  it  mainly 
does  at  all  seasons.  The  patriots  therefore  sent  word 
confidentially  to  the  “executive  committee”  of  their 
friends  in  Buffalo,  begging  that  supplies  and  a steam- 
boat be  sent  to  their  relief. 

The  owners  of  the  more  valuable  boats  refused  to 
jeopard  them  in  this  service,  but  the  friends  of  the 
patriots  prevailed  on  Mr.  William  Wells,  who  had 
recently  purchased  for  an  inconsiderable  sum  the 
small  steamboat  Caroline,  to  send  her  down  She 
was  accordingly  cut  out  of  the  ice  on  the  28th  by  vo- 
lunteer aid,  hastily  manned  by  a volunteer  crew,  and 
sent  down  the  29th— Mr.  Wells  himself  and  a num- 
ber of  steamboat  captains,  engineers,  &c.  being  on 
board. 

She  ran  down,  touching  at  Black  Rock  Dam  and 
Tonawanda,  to  Schlosser,  thence  across  to  Navy  Is- 
land, to  which  she  made  three  trips  during  that  day, 
and  back  to  Schlosser,  where  she  lay  up  for  the  night. 
She  took  on  board  at  each  place  whatever  was  offered, 
and  carried  a cannon,  men,  provisions,  & c.  to  Navy 
Island,  charging  nothing  for  passage  or  freight,  though 
some  few  paid  voluntarily.  Mr.  Wells  evidently  did 
not  feel  safe  at  Schlosser,  and  meant  to  have  returned 
to  Black  Rock  Dam  to  pass  the  night,  but  there  was 
something  wrong  with  the  machinery — so  he  staid  at 
Schlosser.  Thirty-three  men — twenty-three  of  them 
lodgers,  merely,  who  could  not  find  accommodation 
elsewhere — had  retired  on  board,  when  about  mid- 
night she  was  approached  and  boarded  by  three 
boats  full  of  armed  men  from  Chippewa,  who  drove 
her  inmates  ashore,  severelv  wounded  James  H.  King, 
brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Wells,  took  prisoner  Luke 
Walker,  a boy;  shot  Amos  Durfee  dead,  just  after  he 
had  stepped  from  the  boat  to  the  dock,  roughly  han- 
dled some  others,  set  the  boat  on  fire  and  towed  her 
into  the  current,  whence  she  drifted,  a pyramid  of 
flame,  over  the  mighty  cataract.  Her  destroyers  re- 
turned in  triumph  to  Chippewa.  Such  is  the  deed 
which,  by  a solemn  adjudication  of  the  supreme  court 
of  this  state,  is  held  to  implicate  every  individual 
concerned  in  it  in  the  guilt  of  murder,  and  for  an  ai- 
ledged  participation  in  which  Alexander  McLeod  was 
indicted  and  put  on  trial  for  his  life. 

The  circumstances  which  are  held  to  involve  him 
in  this  offence  are  as  follows:  He  was  a.  deputy  she- 


riff in  the  Niagara  district,  an  ardent,  active  loyal- 
ist; had  busied  himself  prominently  in  the  defensive 
operations  at  Chippewa;  on  the  28th  was  in  Buffalo, 
doubtless  on  business  adverse  to  the  patriots;  came 
very  near  being  lynched  by  the  “sympathisers”  who 
bore  sway  there;  came  back  to  Chippewa,  and  with 
others  rowed  round  Navy  Island  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th  in  search  of  the  Caroline — did  not  see 
her,  but  was  fired  on  from  the  island;  went  back  to 
Chippewa,  and  slept  two  or  three  hours  in  the  after- 
noon. So  much  is  undisputed.  The  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution  go  on  to  state  that  he  was  seen  in 
private  conference  with  Drew,  Usher  and  other  Bri- 
tish officers  at  Chippewa  at  3 or  4 o’clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, (about  which  time  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  was  doubtless  planned);  came  out  of  Davis’ 
tavern  at  9 o’clock,  about  which  time  the  men  wrere 
mustered;  was  imperfectly  recognised  by  capt.  Ap- 
pleby among  the  assaliants  on  the  Caroline;  was  seen 
to  land  from  one  of  the  boats  after  the  destruction 
had  been  accomplished;  was  followed  up  to  Davis’ 
tavern,  where  he  stood  some  time  before  the  door 
talking  of  the  affair;  was  seen  again  at  sunrise  next 
morning  and  soon  after  by  two  or  three,  whose  at- 
tention was  attracted  to  him  by  a current  report  that 
he  had  been  wounded  in  the  attack,  which  his  ap- 
pearance confirmed;  that  he  was  then  heard  to  boast 
of  his  participation  in  the  affair,  and  that  he  has  since 
boasted  to  various  witnesses  who  testified  on  the  trial 
of  having  “killed  one  d — d Yankee,”  &c.  &c.  This 
is  substantially  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 

For  the  defence — aside  from  the  objection  that  the 
destruction  was  an  act  of  public  force,  to  be  adjudi- 
cated in  the  forum  of  nations,  and  that  no  murder 
can  have  been  committed  therein — a plea  overruled 
by  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court — it  is  given 
in  evidence  that  McLeod  was  not  in  or  near  Chippe- 
wa at  the  time  the  affair  took  place;  that  he  left  that 
evening  at  7 o’clock  for  Niagara;  went  out  to  lieut. 
Morrison’s  at  Stamford,  six  miles  distant;  took  tea 
there  about  8;  sat  with  the  family  till  10,  and  with 
lieut.  Morrison  till  after  12;  rose  at  near  8 and  was 
not  dressed  when  col.  Cameron  came  along  and  told 
of  the  burning  of  the  steamboat;  went  away  about 
9 o’clock;  was  met  on  his  way  to  Chippewa  near 
Niagara  falls  about  10,  A.  M.  by  judge  McLean  and 
Dr.  Foote,  who  had  come  down  from  Buffalo  to 
Chippewa  the  previous  evening,  and  had  when  there 
vainly  inquired  for  McLeod  both  then  and  in  the 
morning;  was  fired  at  in  passing  Navy  Island,  and 
reached  Chippewa  about  11,  returning  that  afternoon 
by  Stamford  to  Niagara,  (not  the  falls).  Such,  with 
some  impeachment  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, L the  case  for  the  defence. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  TALLMADGE.  In  the 
Richmond  Whig  of  the  16th  ult.  is  published  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  having  connection  with  the  af- 
fairs of  the  extra  session,  we  copy: 

Senate  chamber,  September  7,  1841. 

Mr  dear  sir:  When  the  former  bank  bill  was  be- 
fore you,  I took  the  liberty  of  frequently  urging  its 
approval;  I suggested  the  effects  of  its  approval  upon 
yourself,  upon  the  party  that  elected  you,  and  upon 
the  whole  country.  I also  stated  what  I believed  to 
be  the  sentiments  of  our  friends  in  and  out  of  con- 
gress, in  relation  to  a veto  of  that  bill,  and  that  their 
feelings  would  be  manifested  in  a way  to  show  an 
unaltered  determination  to  sustain  their  former  posi- 
tion against  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power,  and 
against  executive  influence  over  the  legislature  of 
congress. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  veto  message,  it  was  be- 
lieved the  public  interest  would  be  promoted  by  mak- 
ing another  effort  to  meet  your  views  in  relation  to  a 
fiscal  agent;  and  your  political  friends  in  both  houses 
intent  on  carrying  out  the  great  measures  for  which 
this  extra  session  was  called,  determined  that  ail 
feelings  of  mortification  or  resentment  should  be  sa- 
crificed to  the  public  good.  They  accordingly  passed 
the  bunkrupt  bill,  the  land  bill,  and  another  bank 
bill.  The  two  former  have  been  approved  by  you; 
the  latter  is  now  under  your  consideration — and  ever 
busy  rumor  predicts  another  veto.  I trust  that  we 
are  not  to  be  subjected  to  that  humiliation,  and  that 
you  will,  on  this  occasion,  justify  the  expectations  of 
your  friends,  and  disappoint  the  hopes  of  your  ene- 
mies. 

The  public  mind  is  too  much  excited  to  receive 
another  veto,  without  the  most  unequivocal  mani- 
festations of  disapprobation,  not  to  say  indignation. 
Such  feelings  existed,  hut  were  suppressed  on  the 
former  occasion,  because  it  was  seen  that  congress 
was  making  a great  and  mighty  effort  to  recover  from 
the  blow  which  that  message  inflicted — a blow  the 
more  severe  and  the  less  to  be  resisted,  because  in- 
flicted by  a friend — by  him  too,  who  had  come  into 
power  with  the  rich  legacy  of  the  lamented  Harri- 


son— -namely,  “to  understand  and  carry  out  the  true 
principles  of  the  government,”  of  which  this  measure 
was  the  leading  one.  Those  feelings  cannot  longer 
be  suppressed,  after  another  exercise  of  the  veto 
power  on  the  present  bill.  That  bill,  it  is  well  un- 
derstood, was  prepared  in  pursuance  of  your  suggestions 
after  full  consultation  with  your  cabinet,  and  with  other 
gentlemen;  and  its  provisions  made  to  confirm  to  your 
views,  and  with  the  unequivocal  understanding,  that 
it  would  meet  your  approbation. 

It  was  brought  forward,  and  passed  by  your  friends 
in  congress  for  the  purpose  of  obviating' all  difficul- 
ties on  your  part,  believing,  as  they  did,  from  the 
most  undoubted  sources,  that  its  provisions  had  re- 
ceived your  sanction.  I cannot,  therefore,  for  one 
moment,  pursuade  myself  that  any  credit  ought  to 
be  given  to  a rumor  of  a second  veto. 

It  rarely  happens,  in  the  course  of  one’s  public  ca- 
reer, that  an  opportunity  offers,  which  enables  a man 
to  distinguish  himself,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  render 
the  most  important  service  to  the  country.  Whenever 
such  an  opportunity  does  present  itself,  if  he  has  the 
sagacity  to  perceive  it,  and  the  moral  courage  to  em- 
brace it,  he  can  gain  for  himself  the  enviable  title  of  a 
public  benefactor.  That  is  your  situation  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the 
country  require  some  sort  of  a national  institution, 
which  shall  furnish  a uniform  currency  and  equalize 
the  exchanges.  Without  these  we  cannot  expect  that 
prosperity  in  business,  to  which  the  people  are  entit- 
led, and  which  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  promote, 
by  granting  to  them  such  an  institution  as  they  have 
asked  through  their  representatives.  Under  its  aus- 
pices, the  business  of  the  country  would  be  once  more 
revived,  and  your  name  would  become  closely  identi- 
fied with  all  those  great  interests  which  it  is  the  part 
of  an  honorable  ambition  to  encourage  and  sustain. 
The  wounds  inflicted  by  the  veto  of  the  former  bill, 
would  be  cicatrized  by  the  approval  of  this.  The  feel- 
ings of  disappointment  which  now  pervade  the  whole 
country,  would  be  turned  into  joy,  and  that  joy  would 
be  heightened  by  the  reflection,  that  neither  pride  of 
opinion  nor  inconsiderate  counsels  could  long  prevail 
over  the  patriotic  impulses  of  one  determined  to  do 
his  duty  to  his  party  as  well  as  to  his  country.  It  will 
be  no  answer  to  an  over-anxious  and  excited  people, 
to  say  that  hereafter  something  may  be  done. — 
They  will  tell  you  that  “hereafter  is  yet  to  come,”  and 
that  they  require  it  now;  that  they  have  for  a series 
of  years  combated  the  veto  power  and  executive 
dictation:  that  the  resistence  of  this  power  is  the  very 
foundation  on  which  the  principles  of  the  party  are 
based,  and  that  they  cannot  any  longer  tamely  and 
quietly  submit  to  see  their  principles  trampled  under 
foot  by  any  one,  and  more  especially  by  one  elected 
by  themselves  to  carry  out  their  great  measures,  of 
which  a national  bank  was  the  most  prominent  and 
important.  That  they  cannot  consent  to  lose,  by  an 
inglorious  and  pusillanimous  acquiescence,  that  moral 
force,  which  their  resistance  of  this  power  has  al- 
ways given  them,  and  without  which  they  cannot 
preserve  even  their  own  self-respect,  much  less  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  country. 

In  my  former  communication,  I expressed  an  ap- 
prehension that  a rejection  of  that  bill  would  distract 
and  destroy  the  party;  I have  seen  enough  of  public 
sentiment  already,  to  convince  me  of  the  error  of  that 
opinion.  I am  satisfied  that  a rejection  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  will  not  distract  or  destroy  the  party.  A 
veto  may  be  the  means  of  throwing  a small  and  in- 
significant fragment  of  it  into  the  illicit  embraces  of 
the  opposition;  but  that  will  only  serve  to  give  new 
life  and  renewed  energy  to  the  great  and  patriotic 
mass  which  remains.  They  will  see  the  motives 
whieh  control  such  a movement,  and  they  will  feel, 
as  freemen  should  feel,  when  the  fruits  of  the  glorious 
victory,  achieved  under  the  gallant  HARRISON, 
are  thus  ingloriously  arrested  from  their  grasp. — 
They  will  once  more  buckle  on  their  armor  and  pre- 
pare for  another  contest — a contest,  not  only  of  prin- 
ciple, but  of  feeling;  and,  animated  by  every  motive 
that  can  rouse  the  patriot  to  action,  they  will  again 
triumph,  under  auspices  that  will  render  their  victory 
permanent  and  complete. 

But  I will  not  indulge  the  fear  that  such  a contest 
will  be  necessary.  I will  rather  hope  that  you  will 
seize  this  occasion  to  sustain  the  confidence  of  the 
party  which  placed  you  where  you  are;  and  that  you 
will  by  the  approval  of  this  bill,  render  your  ad- 
ministration as  popular  as  you  will  make  the  country 
prosperous  and  the  people  happy. 

Let  no  hasty  opinions  which  may  have  been  ex- 
pressed against  the  bill,  prevent  you  from  consummat- 
ing an  act  so  honorable  to  yourself,  so  desirable  to 
your  party — so  important  to  the  country.  It  is  the 
part  of  a great  man  to  surmount  the  obstacles  which 
obstruct  the  way  of  smaller  men.  Washington  had 
his  veto  of  the  first  bank  bill  all  prepared,  with  the 
intention  of  sending  it  to  congress;  but  that  great  man 
changed  his  purpose  at  the  very  last  moment,  and 
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Approved  the  bill.  Is  not  his  example  worthy  of 
imitation?  Can  yon  not,  ought  you  net,  to  exhibit  on 
this  occasion,  those  high  qualities  for  which  he  was 
so  distinguished,  and  which  in  him  commanded  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  country?  How  enviable 
would  be  your  position!  How  laudable  the  ambition 
to  imitate  such  an  example!  By  your  approval  of 
this  bill,  the  most  intimate  and  cordial  relations  would 
be  preserved  between  yourself  and  your  political 
friends — the  confidence  of  the  party  would  be  sus- 
tained, and  we  should  all  have  the  proud  satisfaction 
of  interchanging  those  reciprocal  acts  of  kindness 
and  good  feeling  which  are  the  life  and  soul  of  all 
honorable,  political  associations.  From  my  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  sentiments  of  our  friends,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  such  would  be  the  re- 
sult; and  I assured  you  the  great  point  of  difficulty 
being  thus  happily  removed,  they  would  give  to  your 
administration  a united,  vigorous  and  cordial  sup- 
port— a support  as  honorable  to  themselves  as  it 
would  be  gratifying  to  you  and  interesting  to  the 
country.  May  I not  hope,  then,  that  this  great  and 
patriotic  purpose  may  influence  your  decision,  and 
that  we  may  all  return  to  our  constituents,  having  by 
our  united  action  accomplished  the  great  objects  for 
which  we  were  called  together,  and  receive  their 
annunciation  of  “well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vants?” 

My  solicitude  for  the  success  of  the  party  and  its 
measures  and  the  consequent  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, is  my  apology  for  this  communication — I trust  it 
will  be  received  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  which  dic- 
tated it,  and  I cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
same  spirit  will  bring  you  to  a conclusion  so  honora- 
ble to  yourself  and  so  anxiously  desired  by  your 
friends.  Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  TALLMADGE. 

To  President  Tyler. 

MR.  CUSHING’S  ADDRESS. 

TO  HIS  CONSTITUENTS. 

I beg  leave,  as  well  in  execution  of  those  deferred 
offices  of  private  friendship,  which,  amid  the  cares  of 
the  busiest  congress  of  our  times,  it  has  been  impos- 
sible for  me  to  discharge  by  individual  letter,  as  in 
order  to  render  to  all  an  account  of  my  stewardship 
thus  far  as  your  representative,  to  address  you  in  this 
form  on  the  great  public  questions,  which  now  occu- 
py the  thoughts  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

A few  words  only,  beforehand,  in  a personal  rela- 
tion. 

It  has  been  my  anxious  endeavor,  at  the  late  im- 
portant session,  so  to  act  in  all  things  as  to  guard 
your  honor  and  interests,  and  those  of  our  great 
common  country. 

My  votes  in  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the 
several  measures  before  congress,  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

In  respect  of  all  but  one  of  these  measures,  there 
was,  you  know,  perfect  concord  of  action  on  the  part 
of  the  two  houses  of  congress  and  the  president. 
Concerning  one  of  them,  he  and  they  differed. 

On  the  great  political  question,  as  to  what  course 
of  conduct  should  be  pursued  by  congress  in  view  of 
this  difference,  what  judgment  ought  to  be  passed  on 
his  action,  and  on  the  consequences  of  that  difference, 
it  would  have  been  easy  for  me  to  shun  apparent  re- 
sponsibility, leaving  events  to  their  own  course. 

But  contingencies  arose,  thereupon,  in  which  to  be 
passive  was  to  yield  way,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  to  bad 
and  foolish  counsels,  and  inaction  became  in  its  effect 
the  worst  of  action,  and  to  acquiesce  tamely  in  wrong 
doing  was  to  make  one’s  self  as  truly  responsible  for 
it  as  to  partake  in  its  perpetration. 

Besides  which,  in  my  estimation  of  thedutiesof  one 
in  public  station,  if  he  have  clear  convictions  of  right, 
he  is  bound,  time  and  place  fitting,  to  strike  in  be- 
half of  the  good  cause. 

On  account  of  my  conduct  in  these  questions,  in- 
volving as  they  do  great  personal  and  political  inte- 
rests, and  stirring  the  passions  of  men,  much  obloquy 
has  been  cast  upon  me  by  presses  out  of  my  district, 
and  for  the  most  part  out  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  which  have  volunteered  to  iufluence 
or  to  anticipate  your  judgment  on  your  representative. 

Be  it  so.  I have  nothing  to  say  in  that  regard.  I 
contentedly  submit  myself,  therein,  to  the  sober  sense 
of  the  people,  and  the  all  rectifying  influences  of  time. 

It  is  the  public  question,  and  that  alone,  which  de- 
mands immediate  attention.  I proceed  at  once  to 
that. 

A caucus  dictatorship  has  been  set  up  in  congress, 
which,  not  satisfied  with  ruling  that  body  to  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  individual  freedom  of  opinion,  seeks 
to  control  the  president  in  his  proper  sphere  of  duty, 
denounces  him  before  you  for  refusing  to  surrender 
his  independence  and  his  conscience  to  its  decree, 
and  proposes,  through  subversion  of  the  fundamental 
provisions  and  principles  of  the  constitution,  to  usurp 
the  command  of  the  government. 


I It  is  a question,  therefore,  in  fact,  not  of  legisla- 
' tive  measures,  but  of  revolution. 

What  is  the  vissible,  and  the  only  professed,  origin 
of  these  extraordinary  movements? 

The  whig  party  in  congress  have  been  extremely 
desirous  to  cause  a law  to  be  enacted  at  the  late  ses- 
sion, incorporating  a national  bank. 

Encountering,  in  the  veto  of  the  president,  a con- 
stitutional obstacle  to  the  enactment  of  such  a law  at 
the  late  session,  a certain  portion  of  the  whig  party, 
represented  by  the  caucus  dictatorship,  proceeds  then, 
in  the  beginning,  to  denounce  the  president. 

Will  you  concur  in  this  denunciation  of  the  presi- 
dent? 

The  answer  to  this  inquiry  resolves  itself  into,  first, 
a question  of  expediency;  and,  secondly,  one  of  prin- 
ciple. 

First,  as  a question  of  expediency,  it  involves  the 
following  (among  other)  points  of  the  cuibono: 

To  do  so,  dissolves  the  whig  administration,  com- 
posed of  two  necessary  parts,  namely,  a united  whig 
president  and  whig  congress. 

Is  not  a whig  administration  of  more  importance 
than  to  have  a bank  at  a given  moment  of  time? 

Is  it  not  worth  more,  for  other  purposes  of  good  it 
may  accomplish,  than  any  mere  corporation? 

The  whig  administration  dissolved,  will  any  other 
administration  give  you  a bank? 

In  what  does  it  advantage  the  whig  party,  to  sink 
itself  into  a minority  in  all  or  any  of  the  states  of  the 
union? 

Separating  from  the  whig  administration,  what 
is  to  he  the  condition  of  the  whig  party?  Is  it  to  be 
an  administration  or  opposition? 

Party  organization  is  a secondary  or  incidental  fact; 
but  constitutional  order,  in  the  regular  action  of  go- 
vernment and  laws,  is  a necessary  fact. 

This  regular  action  of  government  and  laws,  se- 
ceding whigs  (be  they  ever  so  many)  cannot  stop,  if 
they  would.  It  must  and  will  go  on.  Do  they  de- 
sire to  go  on  without  them?  If  so,  by  and  through 
whom? 

When  Lord  Grenville  broke  up  the  whig  party  of 
England,  in  1807,  by  the  unseasonable  pressure  of 
some  great  question,  and  its  consequent  loss,  “Why,” 
said  Sheridan,  “did  they  not  put  it  off,  as  Fox  did? 
I have  heard  of  men  running  their  heads  against  a 
wall;  but  this  is  the  first  time  I ever  heard  of  men 
building  a wall,  and  squaring  it,  and  clamping  it,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  knocking  out  their  brains 
against  it.”  This  bon  mot  of  Sheridan’s  will  apply  to 
the  whig  party  in  congress,  if,  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  the  bank  bill  at  the  late  session,  they  secede 
from  the  administration,  and  set  up  as  a Tertium  Quid 
in  the  government,  neither  administration  nor  oppo- 
sition. 

As  such  Tertium  Quid,  neither  administration  nor 
opposition,  having  no  substantial  issue  with  the  pre- 
sident but  the  bank  question,  in  how  many  of  the 
states  can  the  seceding  whigs  expect  to  maintain  a 
majority  by  means  of  the  merits  exclusively  of  the 
bank  question? 

The  bank  question  apart,  is  it  possible  to  build  up 
or  maintain  a great  political  party  on  the  basis  of  re- 
sentments, or  of  surmises,  suspicions  or  gossip  inju- 
rious to  the  administration?  Is  not  the  country  at 
present  desirous  of  political  repose?  Anxious  to  at- 
tend to  business?  Is  it  possible  to  work  up  the  peo-  ! 
pie  into  a political  fever,  and  keep  them  in  it  for 
three  or  four  years  to  come,  in  aid  of  the  resentments  j 
and  personal  bickerings  of  a few  politicians  here? 

The  first  access  of  passion  over,  will  the  whigs 
continue  to  think,  that  the  occupation  of  attempting 
to  bite  off  one’s  own  nose  is  pleasant  or  profitable? 

Will  it  aid  the  bank  question  to  heap  on  it  sundry 
great  projects  of  revolutionary  change  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  federal  government?  Is  the  party  strong 
enough  to  carry  such  an  accumulated  burthen? 

Is  it  wise  for  the  whig  party  to  throw  away  the  ac- 
tuality of  power  for  the  current  four  years?  If  so,  j 
for  what  object?  For  some  contingent  possibility  four 
years  hence?  If  so,  what  one? 

Is  the  contingent  possibility  of  advancing  to  power 
four  years  hence  any  one  particular  man  in  its  ranks, 
whoever  he  may  be,  and  however  eminently  deserv- 
ing, a sufficient  object  to  induce  the  whig  party  to 
abdicate  the  power  which  itself  as  a body  possesses 
now? 

If  so,  will  its  abdication  of  power  now  tend  to  pro- 
mote that  object?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  very 
means  to  make  sure  the  success  of  some  candidate  of  the 
democratic  party? 

Secondly,  as  a question  of  principle,  the  inquiry, 
whether  the  president  shall  be  denounced  by  the 
whig  party,  becomes  this,  Ought  he  to  be?  If  so,  for 
what  causes? 

He  vetoed  the  bank  bill  in  each  of  the  two  forms  ' 
in  which  it  was  presented  to  him;  and  this,  it  is  charg- 
ed, is  perfidy  to  the  whig  party. 


Yet,  confessedly  on  all  hands,  the  president  was 

no*  nomirv'ted  or  elected  on  a nledge  to  th:  particu- 
lar form  of  bank,  or  to  any  bank. 

Nor  did  the  whig  party  come  into  power  in  virtue 
of  such  a pledge. 

In  refusing  to  sign  those  bills,  then,  he  violated  no 
engagement,  and  committed  no  act  of  perfidy  in  the 
sense  of  a forfeited  pledge. 

If  those  bank  bills  were,  by  a distinct  understand- 
ing before  the  election,  or  in  any  other  way,  the  sole 
and  exclusive  essence  of  whigism,  then  there  would 
be  something  of  plausibility  in  this  charge  of  perfidy 
to  the  party.  But,  in  any,  the  strongest  point  of 
view,  they  were  but  one  whig  measure  among  many. 

Of  thirty-one  whig  measures,  a member  of  the  par- 
ty concurs  in  thirty,  but  disapproves  one.  Is  he  for 
that  cause  to  be  unchurched?  Surely  not;  for  if  so, 
there  are  few  who  could  stand  the  test.  And  yet 
that  is  the  precise  fact  in  this  matter,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  president. 

But,  in  this  particular,  the  president,  as  an  upright 
man,  could  do  no  otherwise  than  he  did.  He  consci- 
entiously disapproved  those  bills.  And  the  constitu- 
tion, which  he  was  sworn  to  obey,  commands  him,  ex- 
pressly and  peremptorily  commands  him,  if  he  do 
not  approve  of  any  bill  presented  to  him  for  his  sig- 
nature, to  return  it  to  the  house  of  congress  in  which 
it  orignated.  “If  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it;  if  not, 
he  shall  return  it,”  are  the  words  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Would  you  as  conscientious  men  yourselves, 
forbid  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  have  a 
conscience? 

In  fact,  if  he  had  approved  the  fiscal  agent  bill,  he 
would  have  been  quite  singular  in  that,  for  nobody 
else  did. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  constitutionality  of  a national 
bank  is  a closed  question,  decided  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  by  successive  presi- 
dents of  the  United  States. 

This  assertion  is  a great  error.  What  has  been 
thus  decided  is  simply  this: 

There  is  in  the  constitution,  no  express  power  to 
incorporate  a bank. 

But  if  the  national  legislature  be  of  opinion  that  a 
particular  description  of  fiscal  agent,  called  a bank, 
is  necessary  and  proper  to  the  execution  of  any  of 
the  powers  granted  to  congress  in  the  constitution, 
then  congress  possesses  the  power  to  create  such  a 
fiscal  agent. 

The  supreme  court  have  decided  that  the  legisla- 
ture is  the  constitutional  judge  of  the  fact  of  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  such  a fiscal  agent. 

If  the  legislature,  by  their  action,  in  their  incorpo- 
ration of  such  a fiscal  agent,  declare  the  opinion  that 
such  agent  is  necessary  and  proper  for  the  execution 
of  some  express  power,  then  the  supreme  court  de- 
duce, as  a corollary  from  the  fact  so  declared,  the 
legal  consequence  of  the  constitutionality  of  such 
agent. 

In  the  given  case,  the  legislature  is  to  look  into  the 
bill  proposed  and  see  whether  the  agent  created  by 
it  is  a necessary  and  proper  one.  The  senate  is  to  do 
this  on  its  responsibility.  The  house  is  to  do  this. 
The  president  is  to  do  this.  And  if  they  concur  in 
the  opinion,  then,  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court,  the  constitutionality  of  the  agent  so  created 
follows  as  a consequence. 

It  has  not  been  decided,  either  by  the  supreme 
court  or  by  the  action  of  any  past  president  of  the  U. 
States,  that  any  bill  whatever,  no  matter  what  its 
contents,  to  which  the  title  “bank”  is  given,  does  by 
virtue  of  that  title  become  of  necessity  constitutional. 
On  the  contrary,  the  name  of  the  agent  determines 
nothing.  The  quantity  and  quality  of  its  powers — 
the  nature  of  the  functions  bestowed  upon  it — their 
necessity  and  propriety,  as  well  (in  the  detail)  at  the 
precise  time,  as  (by  principle)  in  general, — all  these 
are  questions  of  fact  and  right,  to  be  examined  in 
each  case  of  a proposed  bank,  and  to  be  examined 
by  the  president  as  well  as  by  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress. 

And  these  are  questions  which,  when  they  arise  in 
the  given  case,  are  to  be  considered  as  well  by  the 
president  as  by  the  members  of  congress,  in  obedience 
to  their  conscientious  convictions  of  the  force  of  the 
constitution.  Their  judgment  of  those  questions  is 
nowise  precluded  or  excluded  by  the  fact  that  the 
supreme  court  has  passed  on  the  general  question  of 
the  constitutionality  of  a bank.  On  the  contrary, 
such  judgment  is  deferred  to  and  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  very  decision  of  the  court  itself.  Such  judgment 
of  those  questions  by  them  upon  their  consciences,  is 
the  constitutional  means,  and  the  only  means,  of  as- 
certaining the  premises,  out  of  which,  when  so  ascer- 
tained, the  supreme  court  is  to  draw  the  consequence 
of  the  constitutionality  of  a bank. 

The  not  perceiving,  or,  perceiving,  the  neglecting 
to  act  upon,  these  plain  truths,  was  the  cause  of  ma- 
ny errors  at  the  late  session  of  congress. 
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It  induced  members,  instead  of  looking  into  and 
examining  the  particular  pov.  <.  of  the  proposed  fiscal 
agent,  and  showing  their  necessity  and  propriety  as 

the  essential  elements  of  the  conclusion  of  constitu- 
tionality in  the  given  case, — it  induced  them,  talcing 
for  granted  this  the  very  thing  to  be  proved, — it  in- 
duced them  to  expend  all  their  efforts  in  arguing  the 
false  idea  that  the  question  could  not  and  must  not  he 
looked  into  or  examined  at  all. 

Their  minds  dominated  by  this  sophism,  and  hav- 
ing adopted  as  the  rule  of  their  own  action  the  theo- 
ry of  denegation  of  reason  and  self-stultification 
which  it  implies,  it  is  not  strange  that  they  assumed 
the  same  rule  as  applicable  to  the  president. 

In  refusing  thus  to  shut  his  eyes,  and  in  scrutiniz- 
ing the  true  question,  that,  namely,  of  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  each  and  all  of  the  proposed  powers 
of  the  bank  in  the  given  case,  the  president,  instead 
of  acting  in  conflict  with  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court,  did  in  fact  tread  in  the  very  path,  and  aim  at 
the  very  mark,  which  those  decisions  prescribe. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  bank  question,  at  the  present 
moment,  has  been  decided  by  the  whig  party,  and  the 
president  ought  to  have  conformed  himself  to  that  de- 
cision. To  which,  if  it  were  so,  it  is  obvious  to  re- 
ply, that  no  determination  of  party  can  settle  a con- 
stitutional question,  or  preclude  a question  of  con- 
science. 

It  is  further  said  that  the  president  ought  to  ap- 
prove whatever  the  party  in  congress  do. 

That  would  be  to  abolish  at  once  all  (he  constitu- 
tional functions  and  duties  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States, — to  render  him  eventually  the  mere  puppet 
of  faction, — to  transform  him  into  a simple  counter- 
signing clerk, — and  to  transfer  all  the  substantive 
power  of  the  government  into  the  hands  of  congress. 

Though  president  through  the  votes  of  a party,  re- 
represented by  a majority  in  congress,  yet,  as  presi- 
dent, he,  not  congress , is  to  execute  that  office,  and, 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  preserve,  protect  and  de- 
fend the  constitution. 

To  say  that  whatever  bill  a majority  of  congress 
passes,  that  the  president  is,  regardless  of  his  own 
convictions,  bound  to  sign,  is  to  destroy  the  constitu- 
tion. To  say  that  the  voice  of  a bare  majority  of  con- 
gress is,  as  against  the  president,  the  final  and  con- 
clusive pronunciation  of  the  popular  will,  is  to  de- 
stroy the  constitution.  For  the  constitution  expressly 
provides  that,  not  a bare  majority  of  the  houses,  but  a 
two-thirds  vote  against  the  president’s  objections, 
and  that  alone , is  to  be  considered  as  the  authorita- 
tive declaration  of  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  exercise  of  the  veto,  it  is  said,  is  an  odious 
act.  If  so,  the  more  certain  is  it  that  it  will  be  rare- 
ly exercised  by  any  president,  and  that  when  he  does 
exercise  it,  he  does  so  from  profound  convictions  of 
conscience,  and  overpowering  sense  of  public  duty. 

The  president,  it  is  said,  has  defeated  the  wishes 
of  the  whig  party  in  congress  and  the  country,  and, 
by  his  mere  will,  deprived  the  nation  of  what  it  so 
much  needs,  to  wit:  a national  bank. 

Is  it  true  that  the  president  is  responsible  solely, 
or  in  any  reprehensible  sense,  for  the  failure  of  con- 
gress, at  the  late  session,  to  establish  a bank?  To 
answer  this  question  let  us  look  at  facts  and  dates. 

On  the  2d  of  June  the  senate  called  on  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  present  to  them  a plan  of  a 
bank  and  fiscal  agent,  which  he  communicated  on  the 
12th  of  June. 

To  a similar  call  made  by  the  house  on  the  21st  of 
June,  the  secretary  replied  in  the  same  way  on  the 
23d  of  June. 

In  each  house  this  plan  was  committed  to  a select 
committee  on  the  currency. 

It  was  known  generally,  and  it  was  known  parti- 
cularly to  those  members  of  congress,  who,  by  their 
experience  and  political  position,  had  the  best  oppor- 
tunity and  the  greatest  inducements  to  obtain  a clear 
understanding  of  the  facts  in  this  respect,  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States  had  strong  and  fixed 
convictions  concerning  a national  bank;  that  it  was 
his  anxious  wish,  so  far  as  his  conscientious  opinions 
would  permit,  to  conform  his  action  in  this  matter  to 
the  wishes  of  congress;  that,  accordingly,  he  had  re- 
flected much,  and  counselled  with  his  constitutional 
advisers  on  the  subject;  and  that,  among  other  con- 
clusions to  which  he  had  arrived,  was  this: 

Either  no  discounts,  or,  if  discounts,  then  assent  of 
the  states. 

The  president,  in  considering  this  great  question, 
looked  beyond  words,  at  ideas  and  things. 

What  is  a bank?  It  seems  to  be  assumed,  in  most 
of  the  newspaper  discussions  of  the  subject,  that  a 
bank  is  of  necessity  an  institution  combining  depo- 
sites,  discounts  and  circulation,  or  the  issue  of  bills 
to  circulate  as  money.  Not  so.  Neither  of  those 
things  is,  in  itself,  of  the  essence  of  a bank.  A bank 
may  be  a bank  of  deposites  without  discounts  or  is- 
sues, or  of  deposites  and  issues  without  discounts,  or 
of  deposites  and  discounts  without  issues,  or  of  depo- 


site,  discount  and  circulation.  Examples  of  each  of  | 

th  s<  formsi  tb  nk, -exist  in maty  countries,- and  may 
be  found  in  our  own. 

The  president  had  considered  these  things,  and  the 
fundamental  idea  in  his  mind  touching  the  proposed 
fiscal  bank,  either  no  discounts,  or,  if  discounts,  then 
assent  of  the  states,  was  incorporated  in  the  17th  ar- 
ticle of  the  11th  section  of  the  plan  of  a fiscal  agent 
communicated  to  the  senate  and  the  house  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from 
the.  select  committee  of  the  senate,  to  which  the  bill 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  been  referred, 
submitted  a report,  accompanied  by  a bill,  framed  iti 
part  according  to  the  plan  of  the  secretary,  but  in  the 
vital  matter  of  the  constitutional  question,  involved  in 
the  17th  article  of  the  11th  section,  differing  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  proposing  to  establish 
discount  offices  in  the  several  states  without  their  as- 
sent. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Sergeant, 
from  the  select  committee  of  the  house,  reported  a 
bill  on  the  21st  day  of  July  substantially  the  same  as 
that  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  senate. 

This  difference  between  the  plan  of  the  secretary 
and  the  plan  of  the  senate  committee,  became,  at 
once,  the  great  question  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Rives,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  moved,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  senate  bill,  to  restore,  in  this  re- 
spect, the  precise  language  of  the  bill  proposed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  His  amendment  was 
not,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  generally  supposed,  a 
thing,  but  was  the  provision  of  the  secretary,  and 
consisted  of  his  very  words  cut  from  the  printed  se- 
nate document  and  wafered  on  a sheet  of  paper,  with 
nothing  but  the  formal  words  of  a motion  to  amend 
prefixed  in  manuscript. 

The  two  senators  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Bates 
and  Mr.  Choate,  advocated  this  amendment,  that  is, 
the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  the  secretary  in  this  respect 
in  preference  to  the  plan  of  the  senate  committee. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr.  Choate  had  been  followed 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rives  adopted,  there 
would  now  be  in  existence  a new  United  States  bank, 
no  dissolution  of  the  cabinet  would  have  occurred,  no 
difference  of  opinion  between  congress  and  the  pre- 
sident, and  no  schism  in  the  whig  party. 

For  the  opinions  expressed  by  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr. 
Choate  at  that  time,  in  the  advocacy  of  this  amend- 
ment, they  incurred  censure  in  some  quarters.  I ap- 
peal to  you,  and  to  the  whole  people  of  Massachusetts,  the 
constituents  of  those  two  senators,  to  consider  well 
these  facts,  and  to  do  justice  to  the  wisdom,  patriot- 
ism and  foresight  of  the  senators  of  our  common- 
wealth. 

Was  there,  in  this  17th  article  of  the  plan  of  the 
secretary,  any  thing  so  objectionable  as  to  preclude 
its  adoption  on  the  part  of  congress? 

That  there  was  not,  is  conclusively  proved  by  the 
fact  that,  when  it  was  ascertained  in  the  senate  that 
the  bill  could  not  pass  that  body  without  inserting  the 
principle  of  state  assent,  it  was  inserted.  Whatever 
there  was  objectionable,  in  this  respect,  in  the  plan 
of  the  secretary,  is  to  be  found  in  the  compromise 
provision,  so  called,  of  the  fiscal  bank,  as  it  finally 
passed  the  senate,  and,  without  any  change,  the 
house.  Did  the  former  plan  involve  the  difficulty  of 
referring  the  agitation  of  the  bank  question  to  the  po- 
litical forum  of  each  of  the  states?  So  also  did  the 
latter.  Did  the  former  involve  an  implied  surrender 
of  federal  power?  So  also  did  the  latter.  This  was 
most  ably  demonstrated  in  the  speeches  in  the  house 
made  by  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts.  In  fact,  the  compromise 
provision,  so  called,  was  drawn  up  with  such  pecu- 
liar felicity,  as  to  contain  all  the  evil  of  both  schemes 
without  the  benefits  of  either,  and  to  be  equally  ob- 
noxious to  the  condemnation  of  both  classes  of  opi- 
nion, that  of  the  federal  school  as  well  as  the  state 
rights’  school. 

When  the  bank  question  came  into  congress  there 
were  two  courses  to  be  pursued,  in  either  of  which 
there  was  a moral  certainty  that  a bank  would  be 
obtained,  or,  at  any  rate,  all  occasion  or  pretext  for 
any  quarrel  in  the  whig  party,  or  between  congress 
and  the  president,  precluded. 

One  course  would  have  been  for  congress,  upon  its 
own  lights  and  opinions,  to  pass  just  such  a bill  as  its 
members  should,  themselves,  conceive  to  be  the  best 
possible,  without  demanding  any  plan  from  the  trea- 
sury department,  as  indication  of  the  views  of  the 
president.  Had  this  been  done,  the  return  of  it  by 
the  president  with  his  objections  could  have  been  no 
just  cause  of  dissension. 

The  other  course  would  have  been,  if  congress 
chose  to  seek  to  shape  its  action  in  advance,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  views  of  the  president,  then,  having  as- 
certained those  views,  to  proceed  in  accordance  with 
them. 


Congress  saw  fit  to  adopt  neither  of  these  courses; 
that  is,- neither  passing  a bill  of  its  own,  nor  accent- 
ing one  from  the  president;  and  hence  its  failure  to 
incorporate  a fiscal  bank.  Doubtless,  it  was  perfect- 
ly the  right  of  congress  to  pursue  the  course  it  did; 
but,  having  elected  to  pursue  this  course,  it  should 
bear  its  due  share  of  responsibility  for  the  failure  of 
the  fiscal  bank.  And  that  responsibility  ought  not  to 
be  thrown  on  the  president  wholly. 

It  is  distinctly  conceded  by  the  late  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  president,  on  the  fiscal  agent  bill,  was  con- 
scientious and  honest;  and  this  avowal  sufficiently 
contradicts  the  idea,  suggested  at  the  time  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  he  was  to  be  con- 
demned as  for  the  absence  of  conscientious  reasons 
for  that  veto. 

The  president  returned  that  bill  to  the  senate  on 
Monday,  the  16th  day  of  August. 

In  anticipation  of  that  veto,  and  contemporane- 
ously with  it,  as  appears  by  the  letters  of  the  retiring 
secretaries,  members  of  the  whig  party  in  congress 
contemplated  the  introduction  of  the  second  or  fiscal 
corporation  bill;  and  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  ca- 
binet to  which  they  refer,  the  president  was  called 
on  by  Mr.  Berrien  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Sergeant 
and  Mr.  W.  C.  Dawson  of  the  house,  they  being,  in 
fact,  a committee  from  that  portion  of  the  whig  party 
in  congress  which  contemplated  the  initiation  of  a 
new  bank  bill,  to  ascertain  the  president’s  views  on 
this  subject. 

The  president  being  of  opinion,  as  Mr.  Madison 
had  been  in  a similar  case,  that  it  was  improper  to 
take  part,  in  this  form,  in  the  initiation  of  a bill,  de- 
clined to  do  so. 

But  in  this  way  as  well  as  in  various  others,  it 
became  known  to  the  president,  that  the  purpose 
to  pass  a new  bank  bill  was  entertained  by  con- 
gress. 

Hence,  it  would  seem,  the  consultation  of  the  pre- 
sident with  the  members  of  his  cabinet  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

At  this  time  there  was  pending  in  the  house  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  to  establish  a fiscal 
agent,  reported  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  on  the  21st  day  of 
July.  For  the  bill  which  the  house  had  passed  was 
the  senate  bill;  the  house  bill  remaining  in  committee 
of  the  whole  not  acted  upon. 

On  Thursday,  the  19th  of  August,  the  objections 
I of  the  president  to  the  fiscal  agent  bill  were  consi- 
dered in  the  senate,  and  that  bill  was  rejected  on  that 
day  for  the  want  of  the  requisite  constitutional  majo- 
rity of  two-thirds. 

On  Friday,  the  20th  of  August,  Mr.  Sergeant,  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  moved  the  house  to  re- 
solve itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union;  and  then,  the  house  being  in  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  having, 
at  his  motion,  taken  up  the  old  pending  house  bill 
to  incorporate  the  fiscal  bank,  he  moved  to  amend 
the  same  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words, 
and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  fiscal  corporation 
bill. 

On  Saturday,  the  21st  of  August,  the  house  hav- 
ing again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  taken  up  the  fiscal  bank  bill,  Mr.  Sergeant’s 
amendment  was  adopted  after  some  hours  debate; 
and  thus,  without  even  having  been  committed  to  any 
standing  or  select  committee  of  the  house,  and  with 
a disregard  of  the  means  and  forms  of  deliberative 
examination  most  unexampled,  the  fiscal  corpora- 
tion bill  was  forced  through  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

On  Monday,  the  22d  of  August,  the  fiscal  corpo- 
ration bill,  as  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  taken  up  in  the  house,  and,  under  the 
previous  question,  and  without  debate,  passed. 

In  the  senate  the  bill  was  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, briefly,  debated,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, passed  that  body. 

It  appears  by  a published  letter  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  addressed  by  him  to  the  senators  from  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  25th  of  August,  that  the  president 
regretted  the  introduction  of  the  fiscal  corporation 
bill  in  the  house,  that  he  wished  the  whole  subject 
might  have  been  postponed  to  the  regular  session  of 
congress,  to  afford  time  for  information  and  reflec- 
tion before  calling  on  him  to  form  an  opinion  on  ano- 
ther plan  for  a bank,  and  to  enable  him  to  act  with- 
out the  restraint  or  embarrassment  to  which  he  was, 
at  the  present  time,  by  collateral  facts  subjected;  and 
for  these  reasons  expressing  it  as  his  (the  secretary  of 
state’s)  opinion,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  whigs  to 
forbear  from  pressing  the  bank  bill  further  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress. 

For  the  same  or  similar  reasons  it  was  felt  from 
the  beginning,  by  many,  that  the  action  of  congress 
in  the  matter  of  the  fiscal  corporation  bill  was  ill-ad- 
vised, hasty,  hazardous  of  much  evil,  and  promising 
no  good. 
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But  other  counsels  prevailed;  the  bill  was  passed 
through  both  houses,  submitted  to  the  president,  and 
by  him  returned  to  the  house,  with  his  objections,  on 
the  9th  day  of  September,  and  in  the  house,  by  a vote 
according  to  the  constitutional  form  of  reconsidera- 
tion, it  was  lost. 

This  act  of  the  president  has  subjected  him  to  new 
allegations  of  censure  in  addition  to,  and  other  than, 
those  which  followed  the  first  veto. 

The  president,  it  is  charged,  trifled  with  one  or 
more  of  the  retiring  secretaries.  Of  what  occurred 
at  cabinet  meetings,  the  public  knows  and  can  know 
nothing.  But,  as  to  the  main  point,  whether  he  initi- 
ated the  fiscal  corporation  bill. 

This  idea  is  incompatible  with  the  dates  and  facts 
above  stated,  which  show  that  the  consideration  of  a 
new  bill  was  forced  on  the  president  by  members  of 
congress. 

It  is,  also,  incompatible  with  the  fact  that,  on  Tues- 
day, the  17th  of  August,  as  it  is  said  by  the  secretary 
of  war,  the  president  expressed  to  him  doubt  as  to 
any  bill; — 

That,  at  the  very  cabinet  meeting  itself  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  declares,  the  president  de- 
clared “a  wish  that  the  whole  subject  should  be  post- 
poned till  the  next  session  of  congress;” — 

That  if,  at  any  moment  before  the  fiscal  corpora- 
tion bill  was  moved  in  the  house,  it  was  seen  by  the 
president,  yet,  as  admitted  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  it  was  never  seen  by  the  president  in  his 
presence;  and  of  course  it  was  not  before  them  at  the 
meeting  of  the  cabinet. 

It  is  further  alleged  that  the  fiscal  corporation  bill 
is,  in  fact,  such  an  exchange  bank  as  the  president, 
in  the  first  veto,  and  in  conversation  with  indivi- 
duals, encouraged  congress  to  suppose  he  would  sanc- 
tion. 

In  regard  to  this  the  president,  it  is  believed,  never 
lost  sight  of  the  fundamental  idea  originally  in  his 
mind:  either  no  discounts,  or,  if  discounts,  assent  of 
the  states. 

This  appears  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  second 
veto. 

It  also  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  late  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  who  himself  ascribes  to  the 
president  the  emphatic  expression:  “Don’t  name  dis- 
counts.” 

Nor  could  there  be  any  misapprehension  on  this 
point,  arising  from  a supposed  omission  to  advert  to 
the  fact  that  the  exclusion  of  the  discount  of  pro- 
missory notes,  inserted  in  the  fiscal  corporation  bill, 
was  not  an  absolute  exclusion  of  discounts.  You 
know  very  well  that  there  may  be  a discount  of  a 
bill  of  exchange  as  well  as  of  a promissory  note. 
Though  your  banks  do  sometimes  act  as  the  mere 
collectors  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  medium  of 
obtaining  payment  of  them  from  the  accepters,  with- 
out making  any  discount  upon  them,  yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  very  much  of  the  business  of  your  banks  con- 
sists of  the  discount  of  bills  of  exchange,  payable 
on  time,  and  discounted  to  the  drawer  or  payee  for 
his  accommodation.  And  that  this  fact  was  present 
to  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  and  spoken  of  at  the  ca- 
binet meeting  of  the  19th  of  August,  is  expressly 
stated  in  the  published  letter  of  the  late  secretary  of 
the  navy. 

Finally,  it  is  said,  that  whatever  may  be  the  force 
of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  president  for  refusing 
to  sanction  the  bank  bill,  yet  that,  in  so  doing,  he 
acted  from  motives  of  personal  ambition,  and  to  in- 
jure the  whig  party.  But  this  is  mere  gratuitous  im- 
putation, supported  by  no  evidence,  contradicted  by 
all  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  more  especially  by  this, 
that,  in  what  the  president  has  done,  he  has  but  act- 
ed in  accordance  with  long-avowed,  well-known  and 
persevering  opinions  of  his  whole  life.  It  would  be 
just  as  competent,  and  no  more  uncharitable,  to  retort 
the  same  imputation  upon  those  who,  patrons*of  the 
bank  question,  have  yet  with  headlong  haste  driven  it 
butt  against  two  vetoes. 

I believe  that  his  conduct  has  been  conscientious 
throughout,  and,  believing  this,  deprecate  the  at- 
tempt to  array  against  him  the  resentments  of  the 
whig  party,  as  being  unjust,  inexpedient  and  un- 
wise. 

In  aid  of  this  attempt,  it  has  been  imputed  to  the 
president  that,  disregarding  the  counsels  of  the  whigs, 
he  takes  advice  from  the  opposition.  In  support  of 
this  imputation,  it  is  believed  that  no  evidence  can  be 
as  none  has  been,  adduced,  and  that  it  is  wholly  with- 
out foundation. 

All  the  misapprehensions  in  regard  to  the  motives 
of  the  president  in  this  matter,  arise  from  the  denial 
of  the  president  of  the  rights  of  conscience,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  it  has  been  assumed  that,  what- 
ever may  be  his  conscientious  convictions  in  regard 
to  a measure,  he  would  sign  it,  right  or  wrong,  if 
party  considerations  recommend  it.  I submit  to  you 
whether  a party  valuing  itself  on  religion,  will  adopt 
the  idea  that  considerations  of  shifting  party  tactics, 


regardless  of  conscience,  shall  control  the  actions  of 
the  president.  And  yet  this  humiliating  idea  is  the 
groundwork  of  injustice  done  him,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned. 

And  all  the  unintended  errors  of  conduct,  on  the 
part  of  those  whigs  who,  by  reproach  of  the  presi- 
dent, are  hurrying  on  a quarrel  between  him  and  the 
whig  party,  would  have  been  prevented,  if,  in  addition 
to  the  recognition  of  his  rights  of  conscience  and  con- 
stitutional judgment  in  this  matter,  it  had  been  re- 
membered, by  right-thinking  men,  that  opinions, 
though  they  be  a moral  fact  only,  yet  constitute  a 
fact,  to  be  dealt  with,  and  considered  and  conformed  to 
where  they  cannot  be  changed,  just  as  much  as  un- 
changeable physical  facts.  How  does  it  promote  the 
bank  interest,  for  instance,  to  build  up  one  executive 
veto  after  another  in  its  path?  Is  not  that  the  addition 
to  pre-existing  difficulties  of  new  difficulties  created 
by  ourselves? 

If  the  whig  party  allow  itself  to  fall  off  into  this 
warfare  against  the  president,  under  the  influence  of 
the  causes  alleged  for  that  warfare,  it  will  be  to  com- 
mit suicide,  in  order  to  avoid  danger  of,  at  some  fu- 
ture time,  dying  a natural  death. 

When  the  ship  of  state  encounters  adverse  winds, 
and  cannot  on  the  instant  make  her  destined  port,  is 
it  the  part  of  men  of  sense  to  jump  overboard  and 
drown  themselves?  Will  the  whig  party,  in  so  doing, 
be  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  to  the  county  or  to  it- 
self? 

Is  resentment  against  the  president  for  not  having 
signed  the  bank  bill,  or  resentment  in  behalf  of  his 
retiring  secretaries  because  of  any  difference  between 
them  and  him,  a good  and  sufficient  motive  for  poli- 
tical action? 

If  there  be  any  sense  or  degree  whatever  in  which 
such  resentment  is  a good  motive  for  a patriotic  man 
to  act  upon,  does  not  the  gratification  of  it  by  the 
whig  party  to  its  own  self  destruction  seem  to  be  push- 
ing it  rather  too  far? 

Supposing  to  be  just  all  that  the  whigs  have  re- 
proached the  democrats  with,  ought  the  whigs,  as  a 
question  of  ethics  and  of  patriotism,  so  to  conduct, 
under  the  influences  of  transitory  causes  and  personal 
passion,  as,  in  destroying  their  own  power,  to  destroy 
the  ascendency  and  the  means  of  usefulness  of  their 
principles ? 

I say  nothing,  in  this  discussion  of  the  question, 
whether  the  whig  party  shall  quarrel  with  the  presi- 
dent or  not,  of  the  particular  fact  that  several  of  his 
late  secretaries  have,  for  various  and  not  concurring 
reasons,  resigned  their  places,  except  this: 

That  the  retirement  of  secretaries  is  a common 
fact  which  has  happened  under  other  administrations, 
and,  however  important  as  a personal  question  to  the 
parties  concerned,  is  of  no  permanent  consequence  to  1 
the  people,  provided  they  have  wise,  good,  and  fit  suc- 
cessors in  office; 

That  the  president  has,  in  this  instance,  selected 
such  successors; 

And  that,  whilst  those  gentlemen  have  retired,  yet 
the  secretary  of  state,  in  whose  patriotism  and  ability 
you  have  more  immediate  cause  to  confide,  has  de- 
clared that  he  knows  no  sufficient  cause  for  such  se- 
paration, and  continues  to  co-operate  cordially  with 
the  president  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
station  which  he  fills  with  so  much  honor  to  himself 
and  advantage  to  the  country. 

It  would  be  an  act  of  fatuity  for  the  whig  party  to 
think  of  breaking  from  the  president,  and  thus  to 
break  itself  up,  because  of  any  of  these  changes  in 
the  personal  organization  of  the  cabinet. 

I sincerely  trust,  therefore,  that  conceding  to  the 
president  the  same  rights  of  conscience  that  you  claim 
for  yourselves,  and  applying  well-balanced  minds  to 
the  calm  consideration  of  all  the  facts,  listening  to  no 
suggestions  of  factious  violence,  you  will  continue  to 
yield  to  the  administration  a frank  and  candid 
support. 

However  that  may  be,  it  remains  only  for  me  to 
say  that  in  none  of  the  events  which  have  transpired,  j 
is  it  possible  for  me  to  see  good  reason  for  a radical 
and  revolutionary  change  of  the  constitution  of  the  | 
United  States.  No  evil  exists,  it  seems  to  me,  which  ; 
calls  for  revolutionary  remedies. 

Yet  an  address  has  gone  forth  from  a portion  of  the 
members  of  congress,  purporting  to  be  the  unanimous 
act  of  a meeting  of  the  whigs  of  congress,  which,  ' 
besides  arraigning  the  president  on  various  allegations 
of  fact  and  surmises  not  fact,  recommends  such  radi- 
cal changes  of  the  constitution. 

The  expression  “the  whigs,”  would  be  generally 
understood  to  mean  all  the  whigs.  What  members 
constituted  the  caucus  which  issued  this  document 
does  not  appear.  So  far  as  the  journals  of  the  house 
afford  any  means  of  knowledge,  it  would  seem  that  at 
the  time  when  that  address  purports  to  have  been 
adopted,  it  being  the  last  day  of  the  session,  after  all 
its  legislative  business  was  completed,  less  than  half 
of  the  whig  members  of  congress  were  in  Washing- 


ton; and  it  is  known  of  many  members  present  in  the 
city,  that  they  had  no  part  in  its  adoption.  1.  al  ,u  y 
rate,  had  none. 

I protest  against  the  act  itself,  the  measures  it  pro- 
poses, and  the  opinions  it  promulgates. 

The  act  itself  seems  to  me  to  have  been  wholly 
unwise  as  a party  movement.  Our  wounds  needed 
to  be  soothed  by  emolients,  not  inflamed  by  irritants. 

In  a constitutional  sense,  it  seems  to  me  still  more 
unwise,  when  coupled  with  its  matter. 

It  proposes  the  organization  of  a neic  party,  having 
for  its  main  object  sundry  vast  changes  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  federal  government.  To  attempt  to  or- 
ganize a party  in  pursuit  of  various  and  great  changes 
of  the  constitution,  at  this  time,  is  to  waste  one’s  life 
in  the  chase  of  bubbles — for  there  is  no  existing  fact 
to  impel  the  people  to  make  such  changes,  and  there- 
fore they  will  not  be  made. 

Those  changes,  if  effected,  would  concentrate  the 
chief  powers  of  government  in  the  hands  of  that  of 
which  this  document  itself  is  an  emanation,  namely 
a causus  dictatorship  of  congress. 

The  veto  power  has  been  stigmatized  as  a one-man 
power.  By  the  fathers  of  the  republic  it  was  esta- 
blished, and  by  the  best  expounders  of  the  constitu- 
tion it  has  been  constantly  defended,  as  a needful 
check  on,  not  only  unconstitutional  or  usurping  acts 
of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  but  in  general  on  all 
“improper”  legislation,  whether  improper  by  intrin- 
sic defects  of  whatever  sort,  or  by  attendant  haste  or 
faction. 

And  if  there  be  any  description  of  bill  which  more 
than  any  other  requires  mature  consideration,  and 
when  apparently  unconstitutional  justifies  the  inter- 
position of  the  suspensive  power  of  the  president, 
surely  it  is  one  which  proposes  to  trust  to  a private 
corporation  jurisdiction  over  the  currency  by  an  act 
irrepealable. 

If  to  clear  the  way  for  a bank,  or  for  any  other 
object,  this  suspensive  power  of  the  president  over 
bills,  this  one-man  power,  is  to  be  struck  from  the 
constitution,  why  not  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter  at 
once,  and  strike  from  the  constitution  other  parts  of 
the  one-man  power,  which  are  at  present  among  the 
functions  of  the  executive? 

In  fact,  it  is  proposed  in  that  document  to  do  this; 
for  example,  to  give  to  congress  jurisdiction  over  re- 
movals from  office  and  administration  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

Do  this — take  away  the  veto,  so  as  to  leave  the 
power  of  congress  unchecked,  that  is,  absolute,  for 
all  liberty  exists  by  means  of  checks  on  despotism — 
abandon  to  it  not  only  the  law-making  power,  but  the 
appointing  power  and  the  money-power — and  where 
stand  then  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  United  States? 
Nominally,  in  the  hands  of  congress;  really,  in  these 
of  an  unchecked  and  untempered  party  majority  of  con- 
gress— nominally,  in  the  hands  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution; really,  in  those  of  a heated  and  despotic  party 
caucus — nominally,  in  the  responsible  hands  of  the 
senate  and  house;  really,  in  the  irresponsible  ones  of 
one  man  behind  the  scenes,  wielding  the  government 
through  congress,  and  congress  through  the  caucus. 

I want  no  such  government.  The  dark  shadow  of 
its  threatened  coming  is  enough  for  me.  Save  the 
country  from  the  despotism  of  congress  on  the  one 
hand,  as  well  as  from  that  of  the  executive  on  the 
other,  by  continuing  to  each  the  partition  of  powers 
as  the  constitution  provides. 

When  and  how  did  the  scheme  of  an  executive  con- 
gress come  to  be  the  platform  of  the  whigs? 

These  new  articles  of  creed  for  the  party  seem  to 
me  to  resemble  the  codicils  to  the  will  of  Caesar  which 
Mark  Anthony  was  continually  finding,  or  the  addi- 
tional chapters  of  pretended  revelation  which  Maho- 
met was  accustomed  to  produce — expedients  to  meet 
the  emergency  of  the  hour. 

The  English  commonwealth  tried  the  experiment 
of  government  by  legislative  assemblies,  balanced  by 
no  executive  check,  and  was  glad  enough  to  escape 
from  it  into  the  arms  of  the  milder  despotism  of  Oli- 
ver Cromwell. 

The  French  republic  tried  it,  and  after  finding  that 
its  operation  was  to  enable  one  party  chief  after  ano- 
ther, backed  by  clubs  and  caucuses,  to  exercise,  irre- 
sponsible to  law,  such  a bloomy  tyranny  as  the  world 
never  saw  before,  was  content  to  welcome  instead  the 
enthronement  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

My  friends,  let  us  devoutly  thank  God  for  the  hap- 
pier government  he  has  given  to  us,  and,  discarding 
all  these  perilous  novelties,  the  hot  bed  growth  of 
temporary  party  passions,  springing  up  gourd-like  in 
a night  to  wilt  and  perish  in  the  first  sun — repudiating 
these  new  fangled  whimseys,  let  us  cling  with  fond 
affection  to  the  constitution  whose  foundations  were 
cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  and  which,  in 
so  many  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  has  proved  to  be  the 
ark  of  salvation  to  our  blessed  union. 

C.  CUSHING, 

Washington,  Sept.  27,  1841. 
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American  Antiquities.  Pdessrs.  Stephens  and  Ca- 
therv\,ood,  who  sailed  from  New  York  a few  days  ago 
on  a second  trip  of  exploration  in  Central  America,  have 
taken  with  them  a complete  set  of  Butler’s  daguerreo- 
type apparatus,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  strictly  ac- 
curate views  of  the  ancient  ruins  of  that  country.  They 
will  be  absent  about  five  months.  They  are  both  won- 
derfully energetic  and  indefatigable  in  their  labors. 

The  New  York  Tribune  states  that  they  intend  to  con- 
fine rheir  travels  principally  to  Yucatan,  and  to  a more 
minute  examination  of  Uxmul,  where  it  will  be  recollec- 
ted by  the  readers  ofStevens’  recentvolumes,  he  spentbut 
two  days,  being  obliged  to  leave  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  Mr.  Catherwood. 

Animal  Magnetism.  A Mr.  C.  P.  Johnson  is  in  Al- 
bany going  through  a series  of  illustrative  experiments  in 
animal  magnetism.  From  the  tone  of  some  communi- 
cations in  the  Argus,  we  should  infer  that  believers  in 
Albany  were  multiplying  considerably. 


Bank  Items.  U.  S.  bank  notes  were  sold  in  Philadel- 
phia on  Saturday  at  44  per  cent  discount.  The  stock  of 
that  bank  is  quoted  at  $5. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, at  the  Philadelphia  city  and  county  whig  meeting 
held  on  Monday  last  in  the  state  house  yard.  They  were 
received  with  acclamation,  and  adopted  without  a dis- 
senting voice. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  right  and  proper  to  impose  the 
most  severe  system  of  taxation,  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
honor  and  faith  of  the  state,  and  that  we  deprecate  any 
furiher  recourse  to  loans  for  the  purpose  of  paying  either 
the  principle  or  interest  of  the  debts  now  due  by  the 
commonwealth. 

Resolved , That  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  be  ear- 
nestly requested  to  compel  the  banks  of  this  common- 
wealth forthwith  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  go  into 
liquidation  for  the  payment  of  their  debts. 

Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  of  the  weekly 
liabilities  and  assets  of  the  bank  of  England,  from  the 
22d  of  June  to  the  14:h  September  1841,  both  inclu- 
sive. 


Liabilities. 

Circulation,  £17,431.000 
Depusites,  8,052,000 


Assets. 

Securities,  £23.567.000 

Bullion,  4,975,000 


£25,533,000 


£2S,542,000 


This  statement  shows  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of 
£253  000;  in  deposites,  of  £96,000;  in  securities,  of 
£555,000;  and  a decrease  in  bullion  of  £131,000,  as 
compared  with  the  last  statement. 


Cotton  Goods.  The  New  York  Express  states  that 
the  total  value  of  cotton  goods  exported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollare.  Of  these  five  and  a half  millions  come  to  this 
country.  Germany  is  her  largest  customer,  taking  se- 
venteen millions. 


Deaths,  during  the  past  week  at  New  York  195,  of 
which  30  by  consumption. 

In  Baltimore  53,  of  whom  21  were  under  2 year3  of 
age,  15  were  free  blacks  and  1 slave. 


Emigrants.  About  1,000  emigrants  from  Europe 
reached  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  vessels  which  ar- 
rived last  week. 

The  number  of  emigrants  arrived  at  the  port  of  Que- 
bec this  season  up  to  Sept.  25,  was  28,115.  Arrived  last 
season  up  to  same  day,  22,065.  Increase  this  year  6050. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  London  9|a9j;  on  France 
5f.  17|a2U;  on  Philadelphia  2|a23;  Baltimore  2u2j;  on 
other  places  as  at  last  week’s  quotations. 

The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  4th  inst.  says:  The  bank 
of  Tennessee  and  Union  bank  decline  checking  on  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  latter  offers  to  draw  on  New  York  at  9j 
prem.  The  Planters’  bank  will  check  in  limited  sums 
at  6 prem.  The  exchanges,  out  of  bank,  rule  as  (ollows: 
On  New  York  10  prem.;  Boston  10;  Baltimore  9;  Phi- 
ladelphia 8;  New  Orleans  6;  Louisville  41;  Cincinnatt3^. 

Exploring  Expedition.  Cape  of  Good  Hope  papers 
to  the  29th  July,  (says  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce), apprise  of  the  arrival  at  Table  Bay,  of  the  Uniied 
Stales  ships  Vincennes  and  Peacock,  brig  Porpoise  and 
schooner  Flying  Fish;  constituting  the  American  explor- 
ing expedition.  The  paper  of  the  20th  says:  “An  Ame- 
rican frigate  is  signalized,  standing  out  to  sea  again.’’— 
Probably  the  Constellation,  bound  to  China,  which  had 
been  making  repairs  at  Suldanha  Bay.  The  exploring 
expedition  remained  at  Table  Bay  July  20th. 

Lieut.  Jones,  U.  S.  navy,  had  arrived  at  the  Cape,  in 
the  Medusa  from  London. 

Fires.  The  David  Scott , British  Indiaman,  belonging 
to  London,  753  tons  burthen,  with  a cargo  on  buard  tor 
Marseilles  from  Calcutta,  took  fire  on  the  12th  June  from 
the  spark  of  a light  used  when  drawing  some  rum,  and 
burnt  to  the  waters  edge. 

On  the  21st  of  the  same  month  another  terrible  fire 
happened  on  board  the  magnificent  ship  i he  Republic, 
and  in  consequence  of  a suspicion  of  there  being  a large 
quantity  of  gunpowder  and  salt  peire  on  board,  no  one 
would  render  assistance,  and  the  vessel  was  totally  con- 
sumed. The  cause  of  the  catastrophe  is  not  exactly 
known,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  arisen  through  acci- 
dent. The  ship  is  insured. 


Flour  has  declined  during  the  week  about  25  cents, 
and  may  now  be  quoted  in  Baltimore  at  £5  75a5  87. 

During  the  first  week  in  the  present  month  the  quanti- 
ty of  flour  delivered  from  the  Erie  canal  on  the  North 
river,  was  63.S86  bbls.  and  of  wheat  58,099  bushels. 

The  stock  of  flour  at  Rio  Janeiro  was  heavy  on  the 
10th  August:  1.000  bbls.  from  Liverpool  were  sold  at 
1111500,  and  400  bbls.  superior  from  France  at  15||000. 
Baltimore  flour  is  quoted  at  Rio  Grande,  12th  Aug.  at 
16||000al7||000,  neat  $6  45;  Richmond  $7  10. 

The  Forger  Edwards  is  not  the  son  of  gov.  Ninian 
Edwards,  but  of  major  Amos  Edwards,  of  Russelville, 
Ky.  as  already  stated  in  this  paper.  Gen.  Soledo  visited 
Kentucky  in  1813  and  induced  major  Edwards  to  remove 
to  Texas,  though  his  family  did  not  remove  until  1820. — 
There  was  at  that  time  a powerful  sympathy  towards 
Texas,  and  the  country  was  represented  as  full  of  trea- 
sures. It  is  not  yet  made  out  with  certainty  whether 
Edwards  is  the  man  who  swindled  the  Messrs.  Little 
and  others  some  months  ago.  [N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

The  case  of  Monroe  Edwards,  the  forger,  which  has 
been  for  some  days  before  the  court  at  Philadelphia  was 
closed  on  Saturday,  and  he  has  been  given  up  to  the  N. 
York  authorities.  Whilst  in  England  a short  time  since 
he  got  $1,209  from  Earl  Spencer  by  means  of  a forged 
letter  purporting  to  be  from  Daniel  Webster. 

Furs  and  Skins.  The  Buffalo  Advertiser  says:  “There 
has  been  received  since  the  opening  of  navigation  2,016 
packs  of  fine  furs,  and  1,1347  packs  of  deer  and  elk  skins, 
making  in  all  3,363  packages.  One  invoice,  consisting 
of  36  hhds.  and  boxes,  was  appraised  in  the  custom 
house  at  Canada  at  $45,000. 

No  Jury.  An  attempt  was  recently  made  to  empan- 
nei  a jury  in  a case  of  murder  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  but  it 
failed.  Of  three  hundred  persons  summoned,  only  three 
were  found  who  had  not  formed  an  opinion  in  the  case. 

Ladies’  Bonnets,  made  of  Manilla  grass,  are  now 
manulactured  in  New  York  on  a large  scale.  The  Times 
says  that  the  braiding  is  performed  by  machinery,  and 
that  there  are  now  several  hundred  women  arid  children 
employed  in  the  business. 

Joshua  Lyon  departed  this  life  on  Saturday,  October 
2d  at  Greenwich,  Conn,  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age.  He 
served  as  a drafted  soldier  for  six  years  in  the  continen- 
tal army.  “Rest,  warrior,  rest.” 

Alexander  McLeod-  Our  reporter,  who  has  just  re- 
turned from  Utica,  informs  us  that  this  individual  in- 
tended to  start  on  Wednesday  morning  or  that  evening 
for  Albany,  and  crossing  the  river  take  the  stage  route  to 
the  Boston  rail  road, -and  sail  for  England  in  the  steamer 
of  Saturday,  carrying  out  the  news  of  his  own  trial  and 
acquittal.  Qn  Tuesday  night,  after  the  rendition  of  the 
verdict,  he  passed  the  evening  with  his  counsel  and  some 
friends,  drinking  champagne,  appearing  as  perfectly  in- 
different as  though  lie  had  never  been  tried  lor,  or  even 
suspected  of,  the  crime  of  murder. 

[A.  F.  Cou.  <$•  Enq.  Oct.  14. 

The  New  Haven  Herald  thus  speaks  of  the  McLeod 
case.  The  reference  to  the  patriots  who  are  figuring 
this  side  of  the  line  is  rather  true  than  flattering: 

"It  is  taiher  our  opinion  in  the  present  case,  that  John 
Bull  has  the  best  of  it,  and  that  when  the  principles  laid 
down  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  then  secretary  of  state,  in  re- 
gard to  the  invasion  of  Florida  by  Gen.  Jackson,  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  question,  uncle  Sam  will  find 
out  whose  ox  it  was  that  gored  the  cow,  and  alter  the 
case  materially.  We  have  no  doubt  that  by  this  time 
McLeod  is  acquitted — and  have  no  more  doubt  that 
Theller,  McKenzie,  Sutherland,  Van  Renssalaer,  and 
about  a dozen  other  ruffians  ought  to  be  made  “a  head 
shorter.’’  It  is  a few  such  scoundrels  as  these  that  keep 
our  frontiers  in  danger,  and  our  government  and  country 
in  a perpetual  and  useless  agitation.  It  is  a great  mystery 
to  us  how  the  despicable  loafers  get  the  means  to  carry  on 
their  depredations.” 

Methodists.  The  North.  Carolina  conference  It  as 
24,704  members. 

The  Ohio  conference  has  recently  been  in  session 
at  Urbana  The  number  in  Cincinnati  is  8,610.  In- 
cluding that  and  the  districts  of  Lebanon,  Dayton, 
Urbana,  Chilicothe,  Columbus,  Zanesville,  Marietta, 
Kanawha  arid  German  missions  they  number  56,087 
whiles,  606  colored  members;  422  local  preachers; 
348  Sabbath  schools,  having  19,511  scholars  and 
38,246  books. 

New  Orleans.  The  number  of  deaths  reported  for 
the  24  hours  ending  on  the  29th  uit.  was  47,  of  which  36 
by  yellow  fever.  On  the  30th,  39,  of  which  26  by  fever. 
On  the  31st,  39,  of  which  30  by  the  fever.  On  the  1st 
inst.  was  30;  on  the  2J,  only  8 by  yellow  fever.  On  the 
3J  and  4th,  41  deaths,  21  by  yellow  fever. 

During  the  week  ending  the  30th  ult.  252  deaths  oc- 
curred, of  which  177  were  by  yellow  fever. 

Oil.  The  Wilmington  Whaling  company’s  ship  Jef- 
ferson lias  arrived,  loaded  down  “scupper  deep”  with 
oil. 

Oldest  Man  in  New'  England.  Deacon  John  Whit- 
man was  born  in  Bridgewater,  March  25,  1735,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  107th  year  last  Friday.  His  bodily  health 
is  good,  and  he  is  able  to  walk  out  without  a cane.  His 
mental  faculties  have  failed  him,  and  he  has  lost  his  eye 
sight.  Helms  been  a temperate  man  all  his  life;  not 
having  tasted  ardent  spiri's  for  the  last  fifty  years. 


Parachute  Signal  for  Railways.  Professor  Parthing- 
ton,  in  a lecture  delivered  in  a literary  institution  at  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, recommended  as  a preventive  of  ac- 
cidents on  railways,  that  as  soon  as  any  circumstance 
occurred  to  prevent  attain  proceeding,  a rocket  parachute 
should  be  sent  up  into  the  air,  which  would  remain  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  show  to  the  other  trains  which 
might  be  travelling  on  the  same  line,  that  there  was  dan- 
ger on  the  road.  When  speaking  of  parachutes,  the 
professor  said,  they  might  be  used  as  fire  escapes,  and 
he  would  not  hesitate  himself  to  leap  a considerable  way 
with  a strong  umbrella  in  his  hands. 

Revolutionary  Soldiers.  There  are  living  now  in 
the  town  of  Ipswich,  Essex  county,  Mass,  eighteen  sol- 
diers of  the  revolutionary  war,  of  whom  Abraham  Per- 
kins, John  H.  Boardman,  Jeremiah  Ross  and  Samuel 
Lancaster  were  at  the  battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill. 

Steamboats.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  gives  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  boats  engaged  in  the  St.  Louis  trade,  that 
have  been  lost  since  the  1st  ol  January,  1841,  with  their 
value.  The  Vermont,  sunk  between  St.  Louis  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  valued  at  $5,000;  Rienzi.  88,000;  Peo- 
ria, $5,000;  Chester,  $25,000;  Homer,  86,000;  Maid  of 
Orleans,  $20,000;  Oregon,  $20,000;  Keokuk,  $6,000; 
Wm.  Paris,  $12,000;  A.  M.  Phillips,  $6,000;  Tchula, 
©15,000;  U.  S.  Mail,  $15  000;  Brazil,  sunk  on  the  upper 
Mississippi,  $8,000;  Caroline,  $35,000;  Chief  Magistrate, 
$15,000;  Battle,  $12,000;  Malta,  $15,000;  Missouri, 
$50,000.  Total  value,  $200,000. 

Steamships.  The  President  probably.  Vicenzo  Guer- 
rino,  on  arriving  at  Belfast  front  Brazil,  and  hearing  the 
fate  of  the  President,  addressed  a note  to  the  editor  of 
tlie  Vindicator  which  states  that  “on  August  29th,  or 
thereabout,  being  then  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Azores,  my 
brother,  who  was  amusing  himself  on  the  maintop,  ob- 
served in  the  distance  what  he  considered  to  be  a boat 
exposed.  On  his  announcing  the  circumstance  below, 
the  captain  after  surveying  the  object  with  his  glass,  or- 
dered the  ship  to  lie  to.  On  approaching  nearer,  we 
found  it  was  the  side  of  an  immense  vessel,  having  the 
beams  erect,  resembling  masts,  the  other  side  was  away. 
All  hands  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  wreck 
of  a large  steamer. 

The  steamship  Caledonia  left  Boston  on  the  2J,  and 
was  exposed  to  the  heavy  gale  that  occurred  on  the  4th, 
which  did  her  some  injury,  but  she  reached  Halifax  on 
the  Sih,  where  great  anxiety  was  felt  for  her  safety.  She 
had  to  lay  to  for  52  hours.  During  the  violent  gale  one 
of  the. mates  and  the  carpenter  had  their  legs  broken, 
and  three  of  the  crew  sustained  severe  injuries 

The  Cunard  Steamships.  The  Bunker  Hill  Aurora 
furnishes  the  following  statement  of  the  arrangement  of 
the  Cunard  line  to  and  from  Boston,  during  the  ensuing 


months — 

From  Liverpool. 

From  Boston. 

Acadia, 

Oct.  16. 

Columbia, 

Oct.  5. 

Nov.  16. 

Britannia, 

Oct.  19. 

Nov.  1. 

Caledonia, 

Nov.  4. 

Dec.  1. 

Acadia, 

Nov.  19. 

Dec.  16. 

Columbia, 

Dec.  4. 

Jan.  1. 

Britannia, 

Jan.  4. 

Feb.  1. 

Caledonia, 

Feb.  4. 

Mar.  1. 

Acadia, 

Mar.  4. 

April  2. 

Another  Line  of  Steamers.  It  is  stated  by  the  Bris- 
tol Standard,  that  in  a short  time  the  merchants  of  St. 
Petersburgh  will  have  a direct  line  of  steam  communi- 
cation, via  the  north  of  Germany,  Yarmouth,  and  Bris- 
tol, with  New  York. 

Stocks.  We  learn  from  London,  17tlt  September, 
that  American  stocks  continue  rather  to  decline  than 
revive.  The  Dutch  had  taken  about  1,000  U.  S.  bank 
shares  out  ot  that  market  at  £3  to  £3  5s.  before  Mr. 
Jaudon’s  arrival  out;  but  the  news  he  took  depressed 
prices  to  £2  5s.  The  London  capitalists  have  refused 
to  take  any  part  of  the  twelve  million  loan  authorised  by 
congress.  The  Times  attributes  this  refusal  tojthe  course 
taken  by  Gov.  McNutt  of  Mississipi-  It  says— -“The 
capitalists  are  of  opinion  that  the  credit  of  die  United 
States  is  entirely  gone,  and  that  they  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  advancing  their  money  either  to  one  individual 
state  or  to  the  federal  government.”  Nevertheless,  New 
York  jjtate  stock  sold  at  79  and  Maryland  sterling  at  73. 

Specie.  The  British  Packet  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
front  Tampico  with  $341,000. 

The  Duchess  d’Orleans,  which  sailed  from  New  York 
on  Friday  for  Havre,  takes  $184,226  in  specie. 

Telephone  or  Night  Telegraph.  We  learn  from 
Toulon  that  the  telephone  or  night  telegraph  has  been 
found  by  the  French  fleet  entirely  efficient.  Orders  from 
the  flag-ships  were  transmitted  by  it  at  a considerable 
distance,  in  boisterous  and  very  dark  nights. 

[ Paris  Car.  Nat.  Int. 

Tobacco.  The  inspections  last  week  in  Baltimore 
consisted  of  788  hhds.  Maryland  and  177  ol  Ohio;  total 
965  hhds. 

Prices  continue  firm  at  our  last  quotations,  inferior  and 
common  Maryland  ©3  50. t4  50;  middling  to  good  $5u7; 
good  ©7  50a8  50;  fine$9al3.  Ohio  common  and  mid- 
dling $4  50a5  25;  good  $5  50a6  50;  fine  red  and  wrap- 
pery  ©8a  12;  fine  yellow  $7  50jl2;  extra  wrappery  ©14a 
00;  110  hhds.  Kentucky  sold  at  auction  at  $3  37a9  12. 

Wheat  at  Baltimore,  Maryland  red  $1  20al  28;  white 
$1  37  j 

Wheat  was  selling  at  Quincy,  III.  on  the  1st  of  the 
present  month,  at  65  cents  per  bushel. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


THE  PRESIDENT  left  the  seat  of  government 
and  reached  Baltimore  on  Thursday,  on  his  way  per 
the  Norfolk  line,  to  his  residence  in  Virginia,  for  a 
short  relaxation,  which  after  several  months  arduous 
application  to  executive  duties  must  be  very  grateful. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Bennet  A.  Crawford,  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  judge 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  in 
the  place  of  Theodore  H.  McCaleb,  deceased. 

Joseph  S.  Sanchez  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Florida.  Reap- 
pointed. ' • 

Thomas  Claiborne  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Middle  district  of  Tennessee,  in  the  place  of 
S.  B.  Marshall.  F 

AUSTRIAN  MINISTER.  The  minister  from 
Austria,  Wenzel,  Baron  de  Mareschal,  who  has,  by 
his  sovereign,  been  transferred  to  Portugal,  had  his 
audience  of  leave  of  the  president  on  Thursday  last. 

We  subjoin  the  address  delivered  by  the  minister 
and  annex  the  reply  of  the  president. 

The  Baron's  address  to  the  president. 

I have  the  honor,  Mr.  President,  to  offer  you  the 
letter  of  his  majesty  the  emperor,  my  august  master 
putting  a period  to  my  functions  near  the  government 
of  the  United  States. 

The  first  instruction  given  me,  was  to  endeavor  to 
draw  more  closely  the  relations  of  friendship  and 
good  will  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

All  my  efforts  have  tended  to  this  end,  and  I shall 
feel  myself  happy  to  have,  at  least  in  part,  suc- 
ceeded. 

I shall  preserve,  Mr.  President,  a grateful  recol- 
lection of  the  good  feeling  and  welcome  which  I 
have  constantly  received  from  the  authorities  and 
citizens  of  the  union,  and  I pray  you,  Mr.  President 
to  accept  the  expression  of  my  respect  for  your  per- 
son. ^ 

The  president's  reply. 

If  you  shall  have  occasion,  in  after  life,  Mr.  Mi- 
nister, to  associate  with  your  recollection  of  your 
residence  near  this  government,  “the  evidence  (to 
use  your  own  expression)  of  the  good  feeling  and 
welcome  which  you  have  constantly  received  from 
the  authorities  and  citizens  of  the  union, 11  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the  authorities  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  will  not  fail  to  remember 
the  urbanity  of  your  deportment  towards  them,  which 
has  rendered  so  agreeable  your  intercourse  with  this 
government,  and  won  for  you  the  friendship  of  those 
whose  happiness  it  was  to  know  you. 

I take  pleasure  in  adding,  that  the  emperor,  your 
august  master,  could  not  have  entrusted  the  hDh 
objects  of  friendship. and  good  will,  which  dictated 
your  mission,  to  hands  more  acceptable  to  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  than  those  of  Wenzel,  Baron  de  Mare- 
schal. 

Take  with  you,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my 
high  personal  respect.  J 

Vol.  XI — Sig.  8. 


CENSUS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  are  at  length  enabled  to  lay  before  our  read- 
ers the  result  of  the  new  census — according  to  which, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1840,  was  17,068,666 
The  population  in  1830  was  12,866,020 


Increase  in  ten  years  4,202,646 

being  within  a fraction  of  33j  percent. 

This  rate  of  increase  has  been  so  uniformly  exhi- 
bited by  each  successive  census  taken  since  the  for- 
mation of  our  government,  that  it  furnishes  almost  a 
certain  data  for  future  estimates. 

The  population  of  the  U.  S.  in  1790  was 
“ “ “ 1800  “ 


1810 

1820 

1830 

1840 


3,929,326 

5,303,666 

7,239,903 

9,660,765 

12,866,020 

17,068,666 


At  the  same  rate  of  increase,  the  population,  in 
1850,  will  amount  to  twenty-two  and  half  millions — 
and  in  1860,  to  thirty  millions. 

Of  the  population  of  1830,  the  total  number  of 
white  males  is  7,249,246 

Of  do.  females  6,939,842 


More  males  than  females  309,404 

This  excess  may  be  largely  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  of  the  immigration  constantly  taking  place, 
a much  larger  number  of  males  arrive  from  abroad 
than  of  females. 

The  colored  population  to  whom  this  reason  would 
not  apply,  is  remarkably  balanced.  The  aggregate 
Free.  Slaves.  Total. 

Of  males  186,467  1,246,408  1,432,875 

Of  females  199,778  1,240,605  1,440,383 


Females  more  than  males  7,508 

Showing  a difference  of  only  7,508  in  an  aggregate 
of  2,873,258  souls. 

Population  of  the  Cities.  We  find  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Inquirer  the  following  table  of  the  population 
of  the  cities  and  principal  towns  of  the  United  States, 
made  up  from  the  official  returns  of  the  census  of 
June  1,  1840. 

MAINE. 


Bangor 

Bath 

Belfast 

Brunswick 

Augusta 

Concord 

Dover 

Portsmouth 

Andover 

Boston 

Barnstable 

Beverly 

Cambridge 

Charlestown 

Dartmouth 

Davers 

Fall  River 

Gloucester 

Haverhill 

Lowell 

Cumberland 
Newport 
Providence  city 

Danbury 
Harford  city 
Litchfield 
New  Haven  city 

Bennington 

Burlington, 


8,627  Saco 
5,141  Hallowell 
4,186  Thomaston 
4,259  Portland 
5,314 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

4,897  Meredith 
6,458  Nashua 
7,887 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

5,207  Lynn 
93,383  Marblehead 
4,301  Middleborough 
4,689  Nantucket 
8,409  New  Bedford 
11,484  Newburyport 
4,135  Plymouth 
5,020  Roxbury 
6,35(1  Salem 
6,738  Springfield 
4,336  Taunton 
20,796  Worcester 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

5,225  Smithfield 
8,333  Warwick 
23,171 

CONNECTICUT. 

4,504  New  London 
9,468  Norwich  city 
4,038  Stonington 
12,960  Weathersfield 

VERMONT. 

3,429  I Montpelier 
4,271  I 


4,408 

4,654 

6,227 

15,218 


3,351 

6,054 


9,367 

5,575 

5,085 

9,012 

12,087 

7,161 

5,281 

9,089 

15,082 

10,985 

7,645 

7,497 

9,534 

6,726 


5,519 

4,200 

3,898 

3,824 

3,725 


Albany 

Buffalo 

Utica 

Rochester 

Lockport 

Plattsburg 

Seneca 

Salina 

Schenectady 

Troy 

Rome 

Elizabeth 

Newark 

Patterson 

Harrisburg 

Moyamensing 

Kensington 

Spring  Garden 

N.  Liberties 

Southwark 

Philad.  city 

Lancaster  city 

Reading 

Carlisle 

Alleghany  city 

Gettysburg 

Bristol 

Lebanon 

Frankford 

Lewistown 

Washington 


NEW  YORK. 


33,721 
18,213 
12,782 
20,191 
9,125 
6,416 
7,073 
11,014 
6,784 
19,334 
5,680 

NEW  JERSEY. 


Williamsburg 

Brooklyn 

Catskill 

Fishkill 

Hudson 

Kingston 

Mount  Pleasant 

New  burg 

New  York  city 

Poughkeepsie 


4,184 
17,290 
7,590 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Princeton 

Trenton 


5,980 

14,573 

22,314 

27,849 

34,474 

27,548 

93,665 

8,417 

8,410 

4,351 

10,089 

1,908 

1,438 

1,860 

2,376 

2,058 

2,062 


Pittsburg 

Chambersburg 

Easton 

Pottsville 

York 

Erie 

Westchester 

Columbia 

Allentown 

Norristown 

Wilkesbarre 

Sunbury 

Milton 

Holidaysburg 

Huntington 

Williamsport 

Meadville 


Wilmington 

Dover 

Annapolis 

Baltimore 

Fredericksburg 

Lynchburg 

Norfolk 

Petersburg 

Fayetteville 

Raleigh 

Charleston 

Augusta 

Columbus 

Macon 

Mobile 

Montgomery 

Natchez 

Baton  Rouge 
Lexington 


Frankfort 

Lafayette 

Chilicothe 

Cincinnati 

Circleville 

Cleveland 

Columbus 

Indianapolis 

Madison 


DELAWARE. 

8,367  I New  Castle 
3,790  | 

MARYLAND. 

2,793  I Fredericktown 
102,313  I Cumberland 

VIRGINIA. 

3,974  Portsmouth 
6,395  Richmond 
10,920  Wheeling 
11,136  Winchester 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

4,285  I Wilmington 
2,244  I 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

29,261  | Columbia 

GEORGIA. 

6,403  Milledgeville 
3,114  Savannah 
3,927 

ALABAMA. 

12,672  | Tuscaloosa 
2,179  I 

MISSISSIPPI. 

4,800  | Vicksburg 

LOUISIANA. 

2,269  I New  Orleans 
6,997  | Opelousas  city 
Tennessee. — Nashville 

KENTUCKY. 

1,917  I Louisville 
3,207  | Maysville 

OHIO. 

3,977  Dayton 
46,338  Lancaster 
2,329  Steubenville 
6,071  Zanesville 
6,048 

INDIANA. 

2,692  I New  Albany 
3,798  | Richmond 

ILLINOIS. 


Alton  2,340  Peoria 

Chicago  4,470  Quincy 

Galena  1,843  Springfield 

MISSOURI. 

1,174  | St.  Louis 

MICHIGAN. 

9,102  I Ypsilanti 
1,703  | Marshall 

FLORIDA. 

2,459  | Tallahassee 
wiskonsan. — Mihvaukie 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Alexandria  8,459  I Washington 

Georgetown  7,312  | 


Jefferson  city 

Detroit 

Monroe 

St.  Augustine 


5,094 

36,233 

5,339 

10,437 

5,672 

5,824 

7,307 

8,933 

312,710 

10,006 


3,055 

4,035 


21,115 

3,239 

4,865 

4,345 

4,779 

3,412 

2,152 

2,719 

2,493 

2,937 

2,718 

1,108 

1,508 

1,896 

1,145 

1,353 

1,319 

2,737 


5,182 

2,428 

6,477 

20,153 

7,885 

3,454 

4,744 


4,340 

2,095 

11,214 


1,949 


3,104 

102,193 

10,706 

6,929 

21,210 

2,741 

6,067 

3,272 

5,203 

4,766 


4,226 

2,070 

1,467 

2,313 

2,579 

16,469 

2,419 

1,763 

1,616 

1,712 

23,364 


FREE  WHITE  PERSONS. 
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NAMES  OF  STATES,  &C. 

Maine  . . . r . 

New  Hampshire  . . 

Massachusetts  . . . 

Rhode  Island  . . . 

Connecticut  . . . 

Vermont 

New  York  .... 
New  Jersey  . . . 

Pennsylvania  . . . 

Delaware  .... 
Maryland  .... 

Virgiani 

North  Carolina  . . 

South  Carolina  . . 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi  .... 
Louisiana  .... 
Tennessee  . . , . 

Kentucky  .... 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Arkansas  .... 
Michigan  .... 
Florida  territory  . . 

Wiskonsin  territory  . 
Iowa  territory  . . . 

District  of  Columbia  . . 

Total 

Notes  upon  the  Census.  In  looking  over  a ta- 
bular statement  of  the  last  census,  we  fine  that  there 
were  17,068,666  souls  in  the  United  States  in  1840. 

Of  which  there  are  of  whites,  14,289,108 

Leaving  colored,  2,779,558 

Of  the  colored,  less  than  400,000  are  free. 

Yet  of  these  free  blacks,  there  are  647  above  100 
years  of  age;  while  of  the  immense  number  of  whites 
only  781  are  above  100  years  of  age. 

Of  the  slaves,  1,693  are  above  100  years  of  age. 

It  appears  to  us  that  there  must  be  some  mistake 
in  all  this.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  state  of 
slavery  can  be  so  much  more  favorable  to  longevity, 
or  that  the  life  of  a colored  man  is  so  much  longer 
than  that  of  the  white.  The  error  must  have  occur- 
red in  the  ignorance  of  the  blacks  as  to  their  own 
age,  and  the  ignorance  and  pride  of  the  master  as  to 
the  age  of  his  slaves. 

We  cannot  compare  the  ages  of  the  whites  and 
blacks  at  other  points,  as  the  returns  do  not  estimate 
them  in  the  same  way.  The  whites  are  taken  by 
5 years  up  to  20 — from  that  to  100  by  10  years; 
w'hereas  the  blacks  go  from  1 to  10,  from  10  to  24, 
to  36,  to  55,  to  100  and  upward. 

The  whole  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  whites  is 
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blacks 


6,600 

977 

5,024 

1,892 

14,500 

2,900 


do. 

blind  whites 
do.  blacks 

insane  and  idiots,  white 
do.  blacks 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  blind  and  deranged,  of  the  colored  popu- 
lation, is  about  equal  to  that  of  the  whites,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  number  of  each  class.  Though 
we  suppose  that,  in  other  kinds  of  afflictions,  the 
blacks  have  a proportionate  excess,  caused,  probably, 
by  a lack  of  healing  and  comforting  means. 

We  may  remark,  that  of  the  14,000,000  of  whites, 
2,500,000  are  under  five  years  of  age. 

We  remark  that  there  is  not  in  Rhode  Island  one 
male  person  who  has  reached  100  years. 

In  Iowa  territory,  not  one  has  reached  90  years; 
while  every  other  state,  district  and  territory,  has  se- 
veral males  over  90,  and  one  at  least  over  100  and 
all  have  one  or  more  females  over  100. 

There  are  more  males  in  every  division  under  15 
years  of  age,  than  there  are  females;  but  from  15 
years  to  20,  the  number  of  males  exceeds  that  of  fe- 
males, as  756  to  792,  and  holds  that  proportion  at 
least  until  they  reach  70  years,  when  the  females 
again  exceed  the  males — for  example, 

From  70  to  80 — males, 
do.  do.  females, 

From  80  to  90 — males, 
do.  do.  females, 

From  90  to  100 — males, 
do.  do.  females, 

But  notwithstanding  the  difference  of  nearly  fifty 
per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  females  between  90  and  100, 
the  males  have  all  the  advantage  above  100 — for  ex- 
ample: 

From  100  and  upwards — males,  476 

do.  do.  females,  315 

But  in  the  tables  of  free  colored  people,  a different 
proportion  prevails. 

Under  10  years — males,  56,323 

do.  do.  females,  55,069 

While  in  every  division  of  years  above,  the  females 
exceed  the  males,  and  especially  in  the  last  division, 
viz: 

Above  100  years — males,  286 

do.  do.  females,  361 

The  proportion  of  males  to  females,  on  the  diffe- 
rent divisions  of  years,  varies  again  among  the  slaves. 

There  are  no  slaves  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Ver- 
mont and  Michigan.  There  is  one  slave  in  New 
Hampshire,  one  in  Ohio  and  two  in  Indiana. 

J\Ialcs.  Females. 

There  are  of  slaves  under  10  years,  422,599  421,470 
Between  10  and  24  years,  391,139  390,075 
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80,562 
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23,964 

2,507 

3,231 
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24  and  36 

do. 

235,372 

239,787 

do. 

36  and  55 

do. 

• 145,264 

139,201 

do, 

. 55  and  100 

do. 

55,288 

49,692 

Over 

100 

do. 

753 

580 

We  repeat  that  the  statement  of  colored  people’s 
ages,  free  or  slaves,  cannot  be  depended  on.  The 
longevity  is  out  of  all  proportion.  [Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 


INDIAN  TREATY.  The  Iowa  Hawk-Eye  of 
the  30th  ultimo  says:  We  are  gratified  to  be  able 
to  state  to  our  readers  that  the  long-wished  for 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  is  likely  to  be  held  in  a few  days. 
The  government  have  appointed  Governor  Cham- 
bers, J.  H.  Crawford,  esq.  and  Governor  Doty, 
commissioners  to  effect  this  object.  The  two  latter 
gentlemen  are  daily  expected.  The  influence  Gov. 
Chambers  has  already  acquired  over  these  Indians, 
and  the  confidence  they  now  place  in  him  on  account 
of  their  own  difficulties  having  been  so  amicably 
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adjusted  through  his  instrumentality,  are  items  that 
will  render  the  responsible  business  of  the  commis- 
sioners comparatively  easy,  provided  no  indirect  in- 
fluence, adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  government, 
are  brought  to  bear  on  those  who  are  not  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  mode  of  managing  these  tribes  as 
Gov.  Chambers.  The  object  of  the  government  we 
believe  is  to  prevail  upon  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to 
sell  out  all  their  lands  and  agree  to  emigrate  to  Da- 
cotah  territory.  If  this  is  effected,  we  shall  have 
not  only  one  of  the  best,  but  the  very  best  watered 
territory  that  can  he  found  in  the  world.  Two  of 
the  greatest  rivers  will  then  lave  our  shores — the 
Mississippi  on  the  east  and  the  Missouri  on  the  south, 
■with  their  innumerable  tributaries  “heading”  high  up 
and  almost  meeting  each  other  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  territory. 

A company  of  dragoons  is  now  at  the  agency,  to 
prevent  all  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
whites  or  Indians.  Captain  Beach,  the  agent,  has 
gone  to  St.  Louis  to  make  arrangements,  obtain  pre- 
sents, &c.  and  it  is  expected  that  the  treaty  will  be 
held  between  the  6th  and  10th  of  next  month.  As 
the  annuities  of  the  Indians  are  to  be  paid  for  the 
present  and  last  year,  and  as  all  the  Indians  of  these 
tribes  are  expected  to  he  present  at  the  treaty,  it  is 
anticipated  that  a large  company  of  whites  will  be 
present  on  the  occasion.  We  would  advise  all  such  to 
go  prepared  to  “camp  out,”  as  houses  are  not  very 
numerous  in  that  part  of  the  Indian  country.  The 
place  of  holding  the  treaty  is  between  60  and  70 
miles  from  Burlington. 

UNITED  STATES  LOAN.  A correspondent  in- 
quires why  the  government  will  not  receive  sums 
less  than  §5,000  in  amount?  We  believe  certificates 
are  issued,  or,  if  not,  will  be  as  low  as  §500,  so  that 
men  of  small  means  who  wish  to  make  a secure  in- 
vestment at  6 per  cent,  can  do  so.  The  apprehen- 
sion of  an  immediate  war  with  England  has  deterred 
capitalists  from  offering;  but  the  acquittal  of  Mc- 
Leod having  dissipated  that  apprehension ,£it  is  not 
now  doubted  that  investments  thus  far  held  back 
will  be  sought  with  some  avidity.  [Madisonian. 

YORK  LEDGE.  A cast  iron  beacon  has  been 
placed  on  Yorke  Ledge.  It  is  composed  of  six  hol- 
low pillars,  each  22  j feet  long,  and  so  placed  as  to 
form  a hexagonal  pyramid,  at  the  top  of  which  is 
placed  an  iron  cap,  which  rises  eight  feet  above  the 
top  of  the  pillars — the  whole  beacon  being  therefore 
about  30  feet  high.  The  bearings  from  it  are,  Boon 
Island  light  S.  I N.  about  7 miles;  Whale’s  Back  do. 
W.  by  S.  5 S.  6 miles;  York  Nubble  N.  by  E.  3 miles; 
York  harbour  N.  W.  by  N.  j N.  3 miles;  east  point  of 
Island  S.  4 W.  7 miles;  White  Island  shoals  light 

S.  by  W.  1 W.  9 miles. 

THE  ARMY. 

From  Florida.  On  the  11th  inst.  a party  of  be- 
tween 200  and  250  Indians  were  put  on  board  a 
transport  at  Tampa  for  New  Orleans,  in  charge  of 
Capt.  Seawell,  of  the  7th  infantry,  and  Major  Capers, 
emigrating  agent. 

Coacoochee  came  into  Tampa  a few  days  since 
from  Tiger  Tail,  who  is  at  present  sick,  and  still  dis- 
posed to  come  in  as  soon  as  the  Arkansas  delegation 
arrives  and  reports  their  country  west  favorable  to 
reside  in. 

Mr.  Hambaugh,  the  suttler  to  the  6th  infantry, 
died  very  suddenly  a few  days  ago,  at  Cedar  Keys. 

Late  from  Tampa  Bat.  St.  Augisline,  October  8. 
We  have  advices  from  Tampa  to  the  1st  inst.  On 
the  6th  Col.  Worth  was  to  ship  from  250  to  300  In- 
dians westward,  of  whom  95  were  warriors. 

On  the  20th,  the  troops  were  to  be  simultaneously 
in  motion  throughout  the  territory. 

Sampson,  a slave  of  col.  G.  Humphreys,  who  was 
captured  by  the  Indians  at  Caloosatchie,  succeeded 
in  making  his  escape,  and  went  into  Tampa  on  the 
30th  ult.  He  has  given  some  very  valuable  informa- 
tion to  the  commanding  officer. 

Capt.  Ketchum,  6th  infantry,  died  recently  in  mid- 
dle Florida.  [Weirs. 

Little  Rock,  (Ark.)  Sept.  27.  The  steamboat 
Artisan  with  several  companies  of  United  States 
soldiers’  from  Fort  Gibson  for  Florida,  struck  a snag 
and  sunk®a  short  distance  below  Van  Buren.  The 
soldiers  we  understand,  are  to  march  across  the 
country’to  Rockroe,  on  White  river,  and  there  take 

a boat  for  New  Orleans. 

A keel,  boat,  containing  officers  and  their  families, 
invalids,  &c.  arrived  here  yesterday  morning,  and 
are  to  leave  this  morning  for  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

[Times. 

THE  NAVY. 

Midshipmen.  The  National  Intelligencer  says: 
We  are  requested  to  give  notice  that  all  the  appoint- 


ments of  midshipmen,  required  by  the  present  wants 

of  the  naval  service,  have,  been  made,  and  that  a list 
of  them  will  shortly  be  published. 

War  Steamers.  Instructions  have  been  issued 
for  building  one  steamer  at  Norfolk,  of  from  6 tq700 
tons — to  be  propelled  by  Hunter’s  apparatus — the 
engine  to  be  constructed  at  the  Washington  navy 
yard.  Lieut.  Hunter  will  have  a general  superinten- 
dance of  this  steamer. 

Another  steamer,  of  about  the  same  dimensions, 
has  been  ordered  to  be  built  at  Philadelphia,  which 
will  have  Capt.  Stockton’s  apparatus,  and  that  offi- 
cer has  the  direction  of  the  construction  of  this 
steamer. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


MAINE. 

Land  Sales.  The  Bangor  Whig  says — The  land 
agent  of  this  state  has  advertised  the  settling  lands 
in  fifteen  townships,  for  sale.  These  lands  are  de- 
clared by  those  who  have  examined  them,  equal  if 
not  superior  for  farming,  to  any  in  the  state.  Dr. 
Holmes,  who  some  time  since  made  a reconnoisance 
over  that  portion  of  the  state,  speaks  of  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  in  the  highest  terms;  and  Dr.  Jackson 
calls  the  northeastern  section,  the  granery  of  the 
state.  The  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Aroostook  country  is  the  strongest  proof, 
however,  of  the  opinion  of  practical  men. 

Mechanics’  Convention.  There  is  none  too  much 
time  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  convention  of 
mechanics  at  Augusta,  on  the  20th  instant,  for  the 
mechanics  in  the  several’ towns  to  select  their  dele- 
gates, and  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  The 
convention  has  been  decided  upon  as  the  best  means 
of  awakening  that  spirit  of  improvement  in  the 
arts,  and  in  the  mental,  moral  and  social  condition  of 
that  numerous  and  important  class  employed  in  the 
productive  arts.  The  progress  that  has  been  made 
by  the  few  in  physical  sciences,  to  which  society 
owes  so  much  for  its  increased  comfort,  needs  to  be 
more  widely  diffused  among  the  practical  artizans  of 
the  country;  for  it  is  now  pretty  well  understood  that 
every  practical  mechanic  should  be  acquainted  with 
science  on  which  all  the  arts  are  based. 

[Bangor  Whig. 

Professor  Espy.  The  Bangor  Advertiser  says — 
The  M.  C.  M.  association,  with  a spirit  which  is 
worthy  of  something  more  than  idle  commendation, 
from  all  who  are  interested  in  the  character  and 
prosperity  of  Portland,  have  engaged  this  gentleman 
to  deliver  a course  of  lectures,  on  the  philosophy  of 
storms,  at  their  own  charge.  With  a view  to  the  ge- 
ral  advantage  they  have  reduced  the  price  of  tickets 
to  the  merest  trifle,  and  the  course  to  five  lectures. 

Shall  these  enterprising  mechanics  be  encouraged? 
In  other  words,  will  the  fathers  and  mothers,  the 
masters,  the  merchants,  the  ship  owners,  the  em- 
ployers and  the  property  holders  of  Portland,  to  all 
of  whom  the  knowledge  communicated  by  professor 
Espy,  would  be  valuable  in  a thousand  ways,  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant;  and  capable  of  being  applied  by 
any  person  of  tolerable  understanding  to  the  daily 
business  of  life — will  they' stand  ljy  the  Mechanic  as- 
sociation, assist  in  providing  amusement  and  instruc- 
tion for  our  people  worthy  of  our  day,  and  in  uphold- 
ing the  character  of  the  town — or  will  they  stand 
aloof,  leave  others  to  foot  the  bills^  and  when  it  is  too 
late,  express  their  sorrow,  and  wonder  why  they 
were  never  applied  to  personally  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  such  a praiseworthy  undertaking. 

There  is  no  time  for  such  personal  application.  Nor 
ought  it  to  be  required.  The  next  lecture  is  to-mor- 
row night — and  if  our  people  do  not  wake  up  and 
encourage  the  enterprise  in  season,  they  may  rest 
assured  that  lecturing  will  be  over  in  Portland  for 
one  while. 

P.  S.  I have  only  to  add  the  expression  of  my  be- 
lief that  professor  Espy  is  one  of  the  best  lecturers 
that  ever  appeared — -living  or  dead. 

The  Triennial  Festival  of  the  Maine  Chari- 
table Mechanic  Association.  The  following  are 
the  regular  toasts.  After  the  announcement  of  each 
toast,  the  member  appointed  by  the  class  compli- 
mented, responded  in  a speech  and  concluded  with  a 
sentiment. 

Prior  to  announcing  the  sentiments,  the  president, 
(Mr.  Oliver  Gerrish,  who  we  must  say  presided  dur- 
ing the  evening  with  much  skill  and  ease),  made  an 
appropriate  speech — which  he  concluded  with  the 
following  sentiment: 

The  old  adage — “Two  of  a trade  can  never  agree” 
— should  be  obliterated  from  our  memories,  and  let 
us  by  our  actions,  show  to  the  world,  that  fellow 
craftsmen  can  agree,  and  guided  by  the  golden  rule, 
do  to  our  brethren  as  we  would  they  should  do  to  us. 


regular  toasts  and  replies. 

1.  Hmwerorights.  The  work  of  our  brother  chips 
in  the  splendid  edifices  of  the  present  da\ . compared 

with  the  wigwam  oi  the  savage,  shows  the  advanced 

state  of  society;  may  their  improvement  in  moral  and 
intellectual  building  be  as  distinctly  marked. 

By  Peter  Mugford,  The  descendants  of  the  an- 
cient Britons  present — although  they  are  not  all 
builders  of  earthly  dwellings — it  is  hoped  that  while 
they  greatly  improve  intellectually,  they  will  also  so 
morally  build  as  to  assimilate  into  the  immage  of  that 
great  Architect  who  layeth  the  beams  of  his  cham- 
bers in  the  waters,  so  much  so  that  they  may  be  pre- 
pared not  only  to  be  useful  and  happy  here,  but  for 
that  habitation  whose  maker  and  builder  is  God. 

2.  Masons,  plasterers,  brick  makers  and  stone  cut- 
ters. Our  brethren  of  this  class  furnish  us  with  build- 
ings of  the  most  durable  materials;  may  their  moral 
influence  stand  monuments  as  lasting  and  beneficial. 

By  Jeseph  Poland.  The  officers  and  members  of  the 
association — may  the  morter  we  build  with,  be  temper- 
ed with  wisdom,  cemented  with  brotherly  love — each 
built  on  the  sure  foundation,  and  each  possessing  an 
interest  in  the  chief  comer  stone. 

3.  Blacksmiths.  With  strong  arms  and  stout  hearts, 
may  they  in  every  good  work,  strike  while  the  iron  is 
hot,  and  so  temper  their  minds  as  never  to  become  the 
tools  of  others,  or  forge  any  chains  for  themselves,  but 
those  of  brotherly  love. 

By  Charles  Staples.  Mechanics — may  we  with  a 
correct  education  as  with  a belloivs,  blow  upon  the 
kindling  energies  of  our  minds  until  they  become  a 
mighty  flame,  which  shall  consume  all  false  opinions, 
and  light  us  on  to  that  elevated  station  designed  us 
by  the  Creator. 

4.  Cabinet  makers,  chair  makers,  organ  builders, 
Piano  forte  makers,  turners  and  plane  makers.  May 
they  never  become  dissatisfied  with  their  appoint- 
ments, and  wish  to  “break  up  the  cabinet;1’  loath  a 
good  business  and  desire  the  chair  of  state;  get  out 
of  tune  by  slighting  their  work;  turn  themselves  out 
of  employment  by  unfaithfulness;  or  neglect  to  plane 
the  rough  places  in  their  lives,  if  any  there  be, 
smooth! 

By  Calvin  Edwards — The  citizens  of  Portland. 
May  their  patriotism  aud  pride,  prevent  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  cabinet  makers;  may  they  have  self  respect 
enough  to  sustain  their  chiar  makers;  harmony  enough 
of  soul,  candor  enough  of  heart,  to  appreciate  good 
tone  and  touch  when  produced  in  their  own  city  not 
to  turn  with  indifference  or  disgust  from  plane  mat- 
ters of  fact,  and  by  their  custom  enable  them  to  ar- 
rive to  that  eminence  which  they  so  much  deserve. 

5.  Coopers.  May  they  never  like  empty  barrels  be 
known  only  by  the  noise  they  make;  but  recollect 
that  as  their  casks  to  be  useful  must  be  filled,  so  must 
their  minds — else  they  will  not  answer  the  purpose 
for  whieh  their  maker  designed  them. 

By  Henry  B.  Fernald.  M.  C.  M.  association — 
May  the  members  follow  the  example  of  their  pre- 
decessors— its  founders  having  their  minds  well  filled 
with  useful  knowledge,  being  bound  together  in  the 
hoops  of  love,  and  when  at  last  death  shall  sever 
those  bands,  may  they  be  raised  in  a new  and  more 
beautiful  form  to  appear  in  the  paesence  of  their 
great  Creator. 

6.  Painters,  glaizers  and  brush  makers.  The  first  beau- 
tify every  thing  they  labor  upon — the  second  convey 
the  great  blessing  of  light  into  our  dwellings — and  the 
last  make  the  ladies  good  natured,  by  furnishing  them 
the  means  to  “keep  the  house  tidy.”  And  while  our 
our  habitations  are  rendered  pleasant  by  the  painter, 
may  the  light,  furnished  by  the  glaizer,  remind  us  of 
our  dependence  upon  the  Great  Light,  and  lead  all 
to  brush  away  the  cobwebs  of  prejudice. 

By  Ezekiel  Gammon.  The  fair  of  Porland — Dear 
to  the  painters,  glazers  and  brush  makers.  Painted 
by  the  hand  of  nature,  they  are  warranted  fast  co- 
lors; their  frames  are  admirably  fitted  for  setting  the 
“best  double  crown,”  and  when  rightly  handled,  who 
like  them,  can  brush  away  care! 

7.  Boot  and  shoe  makers.  Honor  to  these  sons  of 
Crispin  who  protect  our  understandings,  and  who  are 
always  ready  to  stick  like  wax  to  the  last  in  vamping 
up  a good  cause;  may  awl  the  single-soled  ones  now 
on  tramp  not  only  find  fair  mates,  but  make  good  fils, 
and  never  be  able  to  tell  where  the  shoe  pinches;  and 
may  the  double-soled  ones  never  kick  in  vain  for  a seat 
of  work  or  be  cramped  in  their  uppers  by  want. 

By  H.  H.  Boody.  The  world’s  benefactors — Our 
greatest  friends,  the  shoe  maker — his  love  is  to  awl 
soles,  and  he  sticks  like  wax  to  his  last. 

8.  Tailors.  The  cackling  of  a goose  once  saved 
Rome — the  rapid  flight  of  the  tailors'  goose  not  only 
supplies  their  wants  but  “puts  money  in  their  pock- 
ets;” and  as  the  trade  consult  fashion  in  making  the 
outer  man;  may  they  faithful  as  the  needle  to  the  pole 
not  forget  to  clothe  the  inner  man  after  the  pattern 
of  their  maker,  and  have  such  an  understanding  with 
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feach  other  as  hot  to  be  sponged  by  the  genteel  loafers 
of  the  day: 

By  Charles  Baker.  The  “genteel  loafer”  who  has 
sponged  his  tailors  of  the  rich  trimmings,  which  de- 
corate his  “outer  man."  He  deserves  the  contempt  of 
all  honorable  and  high  minded  men,  and  should  be 
made  to  feel  their  kicks  and  cuffs,  until  his  “ inner 
man ” be  made  to  sing  and  singe,  like  a hot  goose. 

9.  Hatters.  Ever  ready  to  exert  their  skill  to  crown 
that  noble  part  of  man’s  edifice,  “where  reason  sits 
enthroned.”  When  the  cap  of  liberty  is  in  danger, 
may  they  never  like  blocks,  stand  neuter;  but,  in  the 
bands  of  brotherhood,  with  sentiments,  better  felt 
than  expressed,  go  as  fur  as  any  class  to  protect  their 
country’s  colors. 

By  Benjamin  Richards.  The  hatters  of  our  coun- 
try— May  that  class  who  have  crmvned  more  heads 
than  the  kings  and  and  emperors  of  Europe,  ever 
rally  around  the  ensign  of  liberty  to  see  that  their 
colors  are  fast,  and  never  desist  their  exertions  till 
they  subdue  the  foes  of  freedom,  put  a nap  upon  des- 
potism which  shall  be  felt,  and  cap  the  climax  of 
mechanical  perfectability. 

10.  Bakers  and  confectioners.  While  the  former 
have  the  honorable  duty  assigned  them  of  providing 
man  with  the  “staff  of  life,"  the  latter  furnish  that 
which  ranks  high  with  the  ladies  and  suffuses  the 
cheek  of  the  bride  with  blushes — tea  table  luxuries 
and  wedding  cake;  and  should  their  country  knead 
their  aid,  may  they  so  mould  their  minds  as  to  be 
ready  to  leave  “ sweet  home”  to  brake  down  any  civil 
ferment,  or  preserve  the  national  boundary  from  fo- 
reign aggression. 

By  Reuben  Kent— Our  northeastern  boundary — 
Without  much  pretension  to  scientific  knowledge,  ice 
can  see  that  highlands  are  not  in  the  beds  of  livers, 
and  should  occasion  call,  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
back  up  our  opinion,  with  solid  arguments. 

11.  Printers,  book  binders  and  paper  makers.  Al- 
though we  had  books  and  paper  before  the  art  of 
printing,  they  were  extremely  scarce;  but  since  its 
discovery,  the  arts,  sciences  and  literature  have  been 
dispensed,  as  if  a new  sun  had  been  created,  bearing 
its  beams  of  light  to  every  mind.  May  the  first 
never  justify  one  line  of  matter  that  “dying  they  would 
wish  to  blot” — the  second  never  fold  a sheet  or  bind  a 
book  that  would  oppress  the  purest  mind — and  the 
last  never  fail  to  keep  them  well  stocked  with  good 
paper. 

By  Arthur  Shirley.  The  several  classes  of  me- 
chanics composing  this  association — Having  been  j 
aided  by  their  skill  and  enterprise  in  advancing  the 
art  of  printing  to  its  present  state  of  perfection,  may 
those  who  wield  this  mighty  lever  possess  sound 
minds  and  pure  hearts — regarding  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number — emit  a pure  light — 
that,  like  a little  leaven  it  may  leaven  the  whole 
lump — and  all  our  brethren  partake  largely  of  its 
benefits. 

12.  Mathematical  instrument  makers,  watch  makers, 
gold  and  silver  smiths,  gilders  and  looking  glass  makers. 
The  mathematical  instrument  makers  assist  astrono- 
mers and  navigators  in  their  calculations — the  watch 
makers  the  community  in  dividing  time  for  the  va- 
rious purposes  of  life;  the  gold  and  the  silver  smiths 
and  gilder  furrfish  housekeepeers  with  the  useful  and 
ornamental — may  they  always  have  the  mirror  of 
truth  before  them,  and  so  regulate  their  lives  as  to 
receive  spiritual  gold  and  silver — the  verge  of  their 
existence  so  well  jewelled,  that  there  shall  be  no 
friction  when  time  with  them  shall  cease. 

By  James  Todd — When  we  embark  on  the  great 
voyage  of  eternity,  may  we  find  that  we  have  so  well 
used  our  instruments  here,  that  they  will  then  give  us 
the  true  latitude  and  departure,  and  guide  us  to  the 
abodes  of  the  blessed. 

13.  Machinists,  cutlers,  copper  smiths,  brass  founders, 
iron  founders  and  tin  plate  workers.  The  earth  un- 
bosoms her  treasures  to  you  to  be  moulded  into  a 
thousand  forms  for  the  convenience  of  man.  ’Tis  the 
machinist’s  province  to  furnish  the  means  of  saving 
human  and  animal  labor,  thus  making  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  more  abundant  and  consequently  within 
the  reach  of  all;  may  they  never  forget  that  there  is 
a reciprocal  dependence  between  them  and  the  other 
branches  of  their  class — whatever  their  occupations 
are,  that  none  should  labor  for  himself  alone,  but  for 
the  good  of  the  whole,  making  one  grand  unit,  like 
the  human  frame. 

By  George  Ropes — Power,  physical  and  intellec- 
tual— time  and  space  are  the  limits  of  the  one,  the 
mind  of  man  cannot  conceive  the  boundaries  of  the 
other. 

14.  Butchers,  tanners,  curriers,  soap  boilers,  and  tal- 
low chandlers.  They  all  try  to  make  the  “critter” 
useful.  Some  “cater  for  the  mess,"  some  assist  in 
defending  us  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
some  labor  to  effect  our  purification,  and  others  to 
bring  light  out  of  darkness.  May  they  never  kill  in- 


nocence; fall  into  the  pit  of  iniquity;  curry  with  de-  [ and  S.  C.  Colesworthy.  All  the  gentleman  named, 
magogues, /rame  any  weak  lyes  to  cover  their  shame;  are  members  of  the  association. 


nor  mould  themselves  to  deeds  that  will  not  bear  the 
light  of  truth. 

By  Elbridge  Tobey.  The  orator  of  the  day — We 


The  banners  were  covered  with  appropriate  mot- 
tos and  sentiments — and  most  of  their  staffs  surmount- 
ed with  tools  or  emblems  of  their  trades.  The 


have  long  known  him  as  a skilful  caterer  for  our  , butchers  with  knife  and  steel — the  machinist  with  a 
physical  wants — and  he  has  shown  us  this  day,  that ! miniature  steam  engine— the  painters  with  a brush— 
he  is  well  skilled  in  selecting  good  cuts  for  our  intel-  ' the  housewrights  with  a hammer,  &c.  &c.  The  prin- 
lectual  appetites — may  he  always  enjoy  physically,  j ters  had  a lever  printing  press  in  the  procession, 


morally  and  intellectually 
of  marrow." 

15.  Saddlers,  harness  makers,  carriage  builders  and 


a feast  of  fat  things  full  drawn  by  two  horses — on  which  was  occasionally 
worked  and  scattered  among  the  crowd,  the  order  of 
exercises.  This  attracted  much  attention.  The  mot- 


plough  makers.  May  they  never  be  saddled  with  bad  tos,  &c.  were  as  follows — 


debts,  or  harnessed  to  evil  habits;  but  may  their  car- 
riage ever  be  so  upright  that  the  shafts  of  malice  will 
not  harm  them,  and  may  they,  like  the  independent 
husbandman,  at  his  plough,  stand  erect,  as  created 
by  Deity. 

16.  Ship  builders,  ship  joiners,  boat  builders  and 
caulkers.  It  is  by  their  aid  that  one  nation  is  brought 


1.  Housewrights.  On  one  side — “Strength,  con- 
venience, beauty — the  great  desiderate,  in  civil  ar- 
chitecture.” On  the  reverse — “Our  labor  and  skill 
are  indispensable  to  the  advancement  of  civilization.” 

2.  Masons,  plasterers,  brickmakers  and  stone  cut- 
ters. One  side — “We  are  free  masons — our  secret  is, 
industry  and  skill.”  Reverse — 


into  intercourse  with  another,  and  civilization  and  j “When  history’s  page  no  date  can  give  of  empires  over- 
the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  spread  over  the 
globe.  Their  handicraft  are  the  “foreign  ministers” 
of  the  mechanics,  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world  as 
their  representatives — may  it  always  be  their  just 
ambition  to  enable  their  brother  mechanics  to  say, 

“we  are  proud  of  our  diplomatic  corps.” 


thrown, 

“Our  country’s  deeds  and  ours  shall  live  in  monumental 
stone.’’ 

3.  Blacksmiths — On  one  side,  motto,  “Strike  while 
the  iron  is  hot” — with  a drawing  of  two  sons  ofVul- 
! can,  a forge,  fire  and  anvil — one  of  them  with  uplift- 


By  William  Robinson.  Our  city — Though  rather  ed  sledge  ready  to  strike  the  heated  iron,  which  the 
disabled  by  the  storms,  so  prevalent  in  the  sea  of  specu-  other  holds  on  the  anvil.  Reverse,  motto,  “To  this 
lation,  and  consequently  now  on  the  stocks  to  be  re-  are  all  indebted” — with  a brawny  arm  swinging  the 
paired;  may  she  soon  be  launched  on  the  ocean  of  pros-  sledge. 


perity,  and  under  her  present  commander  bring  good 
freights  to  Port-land. 


4.  Cabinet  makers,  chair  makers,  organ  builders, 
piano  forte  makers,  turners  and  plane  makers.  One 


This  sentiment  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Churchill,  side—' “Our  cabinet,  although  composed  of  different 
the  mayor,  by  a speech,  and  the  following  toast — | materials,  is  too  strongly  cemented  to  be  easily  sepa- 

Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  mechanic,  and  phi-  rated.”  Reverse — “Our  chords  of  earthly  harmony 
losopher;  may  every  member  of  this  association  imi-  , lead  to  the  regions  of  the  golden  harp.” 


tate  his  goodness  and  greatness,  and  improve  upon 
the  model. 

17.  Pump  and  block  makers,  rope  makers,  riggers  and 
sail  makers.  Necessary  occupations  in  perfecting  that 
! noble  result  of  human  genius,  the  ship,  either  for  na- 
tional defence  or  commercial  pursuits.  The  pump 
though  simple  in  construction  is  powerful  in  its  ef- 
fects, and  thousands  of  lives  have  depended  on  its 
operation  for  safety  when  the  spars,  sails  and  rigging 
J were  disabled  by  misfortune.  May  they  unite  to  sup- 
port the  ship  of  state;  be  bound  to  sobriety,  industry 
and  truth  as  firmly  as  they  can  be  by  the  strongest : 
line  in  the  ivalk — and  as  long  as  the  breezes  of  life  ' 
shall  fill  their  sails;  and,  after  being  wafted  over  life’s 
tempestuous  ocean,  be  snugly  moored  in  the  heaven 

OF  REST. 

By  Samuel  R.  Leavitt.  The  M.  C.  M.  associa- 
tion— May  she  always  be  like  the  noble  ship  with 
her  sails  well  sheeted  home  and  well  swayed  up, 

, with  a good  pilot  and  helmsman,  always  keep  clear 
of  a lee  shore;  and  being  strongly  spliced  to  good  1 


5.  Coopers.  One  side — “Nothing  but  division  can 
ever  square  the  circle  of  our  casks.”  Reverse — 
“Bound  by  the  hoops  of  economy,  driven  by  the 
hands  of  industry.” 

G.  Painters,  &c.  A beautiful  specimen  of  painting. 

7.  Boot  and  shoe  makers.  One  side — “Sons  of 
Crispin,  Sherman,  Pendrill,  Lee,  Gifford,  Bloomfield 
and  a host  of  their  craft,  having  labored  with  their 
awl,  (the  figure  of  an  awl  painted),  to  mend  the  soles 
and  improve  the  understandings  of  mankind.”  Re- 
verse— (two  boots  painted),  “He  that  will  not  pay 
the  shoe  maker,  is  not  worthy  of  a sole.” 

8.  Tailors.  One  side  an  ornamental  wreath,  in 
the  centre  of  which  the  motto,  “Think  and  act.” 
Reverse — “By  concord  small  beginning  lead  to  grat- 
ness.” 

9.  Hatters.  One  side — “Caps  for  infants  and  soap- 

locks — hats  for  men.”  Reverse — “United  in  the 

bands  of  temperance,  we  are  crowned  with  honor.” 
(Painting  of  a beaver). 

a lee  shore;  and  being  strongly  spliced  to  good'  ^a^ers  an^  <r°n^e?t*one.1’*-  One  side  “We’ll 

principles  by  total  abstinence  from  all  that  can  in-  mo™e  , of  life  with  skill,  stamp  it  for  use  and 
toxicate,  sail  happily  over  life’s  tempestuous  sea  and  n,°  ,.or  s|10T~anc'  wben  at  last,  our  batch  we  fill,  we 
arrive  safely  at  last  in  the  haven  of  rest.  ) s,  a c W*S1  0U1  cake  was  dough.”  Reverse — a 

By  Charles  J.  Barbour.  Our  honorary  members — s*e,5  p|-p,eat|  surmounted  with  the  motto,  “The 
We  honor  them  not  as  lawyers  or  ministers,  but  as  s aIt  ot  Jlle- 

patrons  of  the  arts  and  friends  to  mechanics — may  1 r>  ^nnt®rsi  *LC-  On  one  side  two  presses — a 
their  patronage  never  induce  us  to  distrust  the  ne-  I jpamaSe  and  a copperplate.  Motto,  “The  tyrant’s 
cessity  of  watching  with  a jealous  eye,  those  leeches  °.®!  PeoP  e 8 frler‘d-  ’ Reverse  a Napier  press 
that  fatten  on  the  indnstrv  of  them  who  are  innn.  “ ^“,®  steam  engine  that  moves  it.  Motto — “Ful- 
crum for  Archimedes  lever.”  Also  a drawing,  em- 


that  fatten  on  the  industry  of  them  who  are  inno- 
cent of  their  duplicity;  but  rather  may  our  associat- 
ing with  those  we  delight  to  honor  stimulate  us  in 
the  cultivation  of  our  mental  faculties,  so  that  our 
intellectual,  shall  be  equal  to  our  physical  strength; 
and  then  we  can  not  only  demand,  but  ordain  that 


blematical  of  the  manufacturing  of  paper.  The  pole 
surmounted  by  a book  and  binder’s  roll. 

12.  Mathematical  instrument  makers,  watch  mak- 
ers,  gold  and  silver  smiths,  looking  glass  makers  and 


in  our  republic,  places  of  honor  and  profit  shall  not 1 gilders.  One  side — “The  true  measure  of  time  is  by 
be  bestowed  upon  professional  loafers,  nor  rich 'men’s  deeds,  not  by  centuries.”  (Hourglass.)  Reverse, 
paupers, but  upon  the  most  meritorious  of  all  classes,  j within  the  drawing  of  a mirror — “We  make  no  un- 
This  sentiment  was  responded  to  in  a short  speech  just  reflections,  but  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature.” 


and  toast,  by  John  Neal  in  behalf  of  the  honorary 
members  of  the  association. 

Out  of  respect  to  the  ladies,  we  append  one  senti- 
ment offered  by  one  of  their  number. 

The  mechanics  of  Portland — Honest,  enterprising  and 
intelligent — well  may  our  city  be  proud  to  display 
them.  May  the  name  of  “mechanic,”  ever  be  the 
surest  word  to  win  the  female  heart. 

Many  other  excellent  sentiments  were  given  by 
the  members,  and  sent  to  the  president’s  table. 

The  regular  toasts  were  interspersed  with  songs 


13.  Machinists,  cutlers,  coppersmiths,  brass  foun- 
ders, iron  founders  and  tin  plate  workers.  One  side — 
“New  truths,  new  treasurers,  shall  our  fires  unfold — 
and  change  an  iron  age  to  one  of  gold.”  Reverse — 
“Moulded  from  patterns  of  goodness  and  truth,  the  casts 
of  our  character  need  neither  soldering  nor  brazing." 

14.  Butchers,  tanners,  curriers,  soap  boilers  and 
tallow  chandlers.  One  side — “Supported  by  the 
(drawing  of  a bullock)  kingdom.”  Reverse — “Union 
is  strength — be  just  and  fear  not.” 

15.  Saddle  and  harness  makers,  carriage  builders 


and  glees  given  in  fine  style,  by  several  ladies  and  and  plough  makers.  One  side— “Saddle  us  not  with 


gentlemen 


bad  debts — harness  us  notto  evil  habits.”  Reverse- 


The  company  broke  up  about  ten  o’clock,  every  j “May  our  carriage  ever  be  upright.  God  speed  the 

rUvirlnul  Viirrhf'ct  rIt»lirrLt  y)  ° * 


individual  manifesting  the  highest  delight. 

Each  class  was  preceded  by  a beautiful  banner, 
very  tastefully  arranged.  The  banners  added  much 
to  the  beauty  of  the  procession,  and  reflect  credit 
upon  the  taste  of  those  who  designed  them,  and  also 
upon  their  painters.  Most  of  them  were  painted  by 
Mr.  William  Capen.  That  for  the  blacksmiths,  &c. 
was  painted  by  J.  E.  Hodgkins.  That  carried  by 


the  printers,  &c.  was  prepared  by  Messrs.  A.  Shirley  live.” 


plough.” 

16.  Ship  builders,  ship  joiners,  boat  builders  and 
caulkers.  One  side. — A ship  on  the  stocks.  Re- 
verse—“We  lay  the  foundation  of  commercial  enter- 
prise.” 

17.  Pump  and  block  makers,  mast  and  spar  mak- 
ers, rope  makers,  riggers  and  sail  makers.  One  side 

A full  rigged  ship.  Reverse — “By  commerce  we 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Nomination.  The  Van  Buren  convention  have 
nominated  Marcus  Morton  for  governor,  and  H.  H. 
Child  for  lieutenant  governor,  at  the  next  election. 

The  Boston  Exchange.  The  last  of  the  massive 
illars  for  the  front  of  the  Boston  exchange  was 
rought  into  town  last  evening.  The  last  but  one 
was  raised  yesterday  morning.  The  work  of  this 
beautiful  building  is  advancing  witli  great  rapidity. 
The  walls  are  mostly  up  and  upon  the  rear  the  work- 
men are  already  laying  the  iron  roof.  The  covering 
of  the  roof  consists  of  galvanized  iron,  which  promi- 
ses to  be  the  most  safe  and  durable  description  of  roof 
which  has  yet  been  invented.  [Boston  Daily  Mv. 

The  receipts  at  the  late  Mechanics’  fair  in  Boston, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  $15,000. 


the  members  present  at  the  adjournment  very  gene- 
rally and  strongly  declared  their  intention  to  meet 
again. 

“It  must  be  considered  a curious  spectacle— and 
one  which  no  other  country,  if  any  other  state,  can 
present — a number  of  men  assembled  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  overthrowing  the  government  under  which 
they  live,  without  any  authority  from  the  legislative 
or  executive  powers,  and  yet  proceeding  without  op- 
position and  without  hindrance.  The  monstrous  ty- 
ranny of  the  state  government,  which  was  so  loudly 
denounced,  was  not  surely  displayed  on  that  occasion. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Rail  Road.  It  is  expected  that  the  section  of  the 
Elizabethtown  rail  road  from  Bound  Brook  to  So- 
merville, N.  J.  will  be  completed  within  a month. 


twenty  vessels  in  port,  among  them  the  ship  Superior, 
whose  cargoes  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  be- 
fore going  to  press.  [Buffalo  Com. 

Home  Industry  Convention.  We  learn  from  the 
New  York  Commercial  that  about  one  hundred  dele- 
gates were  present  at  the  opening  of  this  convention 
on  Friday  morning.  Delegates  were  present  from 
Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  York,  N. 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Indiana 
and  Florida. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of 
General  James  Tallmadge,  as  president;  the  honora- 
ble Mahlon  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  James  Brews- 
ter, of  Connecticut,  Judge  Harwood,  of  Maryland, 
George  Field,  of  Florida,  esqs.  vice  presidents;  and 
Loring  D.  Chapin,  of  New  York,  M.  Copeland,  of 
Connecticut,  and  L.  A.  Sykes,  of  New  Jersey,  se- 
cretaries.— The  objects  of  the  convention  were  suc- 
cinctly explained  from  the  chair.  Mr.  Joseph  Blunt, 
of  New  York,  brought  the  meeting  to  work  by 
proposing  a resolution  for  the  organization  of  a home 
league,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  American  home 
industry,  and  the  diffusion  of  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  The  resolution  was  ably  sustained  by  the 
mover,  and  adopted. 

Temperance  celebration.  According  to  an- 
nouncement, the  great  New  York  temperance  mass 
jubilee  took  place  yesterday.  The  weather,  like 
the  cause,  was,  from  dawn  to  sunset,  full  of  heaven’s 
own  joyousness  and  serenity;  and  the  great  moral 
exhibition  of  thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens,  as 
they  passed  through  the  principal  streets  and  ave- 
nues of  our  city,  in  the  brotherhood  of  peace  and 
the  vindication  of  mind  in  its  consciousness  of  no- 
bility, was  such  as  has  never  before  been  seen 
among  us,  one  which  has  undoubtedly  shed  a gleam 
of  hope  around  many  a hitherto  desolated  fire-side. 

The  deputations  from  abroad  were  numerous  and 
respectable,  and  their  banners  bore  some  beautiful 
illustrations  of  their  decision  and  principles  of  ac- 
tion. Baltimore  was  most  happily  represented;  and 
her  champions  in  the  cause — among  whom  were 
Messrs.  Pollard  and  Wright — added  much  to  the 
effect,  as  missionaries  from  what  might  be  fairly 
termed  the  parent  society.  Boston  deputed  her  “pil- 
grims” to  the  Mecca  of  temperance  among  the  most 
energetic  of  the  proud  confederacy;  and  Newark, 
Brooklyn  and  Williamsburg  sent  living  assurances 
of  their  perfect  though  youthful  maturity  in  the 
cause. 

But  the  addresses  were  the  grand  climacteric  of 
the  day’s  enjoyments;  that  of  the  orator  of  the  day, 
T,  M.  Woodruff,  esq.  secretary  of  the  New  York 
W.  Temperance  Benevolent  society,  was  a master- 
ly specimen  of  talent  impassioned  by  sacred  zeal, 
and  arguments  enforced  by  truth;  it  was  well  worthy 
of  the  occasion,  and  evidently  went  home  to  every 
heart. 

The  vast  area  of  Tompkins  square  was  covered 
with  groups  of  happy  and  interested  thousands,  and 
the  day’s  celebration  terminated  at  about  5 o’clock 
at  the  Park,  where  the  societies  were  dismissed  to 
repair  to  the  respective  halls  of  refreshment  and 
evening  jubilee. 

Could  but  the  universe  such  sight  behold, 

flow  many  a hearth  were  warm  which  now  is  cold! 

How  many  a mind  awake  th’  insenate  dream, 

Waive  “meaner  things,”  and  triumph  self-supreme! 

Several  bands  of  music  accompanied  the  proces- 
sion throughout,  which  was  hailed  in  its  progress  by 
the  approving  smiles  of  thousands  of  both  sexes  and 
all  ages  and  conditions;  while  the  splendor  of  the  ban- 
ners and  the  beauty  of  the  various  badges  and  orna- 
ments of  each  successive  society  gave  an  inspiring 
appearance  to  the  entire  spectacle.  It  is  not  irrele- 
vant to  add,  that  this  was  the  first  temperance  mass 
jubilee  we  have  had.  May  the  universe  hail  its  cen- 
tenary recurrence! 

John  Hawkins,  the  distinguished  temperance  lec- 
turer from  Baltimore,  is  now  on  a tour  of  duty 
through  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  He  spoke  at 
Keene,  N.  H.  a few  days  since,  and  obtained  over 
four  hundred  pledges  to  total  abstinence  in  that  coun- 
try village.  He  proceeded  thence  to  fulfil  appoint- 
ments in  Rutland,  Montpelier  and  Burlington,  Vt. 
and  is  to  speak  in  this  city  on  the  21st,  (Thursday  of 
next  week).  [•M.  1.  Tribune. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Another  Anthracite  F urnace.  The  Crane  Iron 
company  have  commenced  the  erection  of  another 
anthracite  furnace,  in  the  vicinity  of  their  present 
works  on  the  Lehigh,  near  Allentown. 

Effect  in  Philadelphia  of  the  stoppage  of  the 
United  States  bank.  A letter  from  a friend  in 
Philadelphia  who  has  had  many  opportunities  of  ob- 
serving the  state  of  feeling  in  that  city,  says  that  per- 
sons at  a distance  can  hardly  conceive  the  extent  ol 


VERMONT. 

Election.  The  Montpelier  Watchman  of  the  4th 
gives  the  official  canvass  for  senators  in  that  state — 
Highest  whig  vote  24,736 

Highest  democratic  vote  21,730 

Highest  abolition  vote  1,209 

Scattering  140 

The  Van  Buren  vote  at  the  presidential  election 
last  November  was  18,055.  More  now,  3,695.  The 
whig  vote  last  November  was  42,517.  Loss  now, 
7,781. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  great  Suffrage  Convention  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. The  people  of  Rhode  Island,  or  certain  por- 
tions of  them,  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  form 
of  government,  under  which  that  commonwealth  of 
some  thirty  miles  in  length  and  half  as  much  in 
breadth,  have  managed  for  a couple  of  hundred  years 
to  live,  and  a convention  of  delegates  elected  without 
any  legal  authority,  lately  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  about  a change  in  the  organic  law  of  the 
state.  The  Providence  Journal  of  Wednesday  pub- 
lishes the  following  outline,  as  comprising  the  princi- 
pal provisions  of  the  constitution  which  was  agreed 
upon  by  the  delegates  lately  assembled  at  Providence, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a change  in  the  organic 
law  of  Rhode  Island: 

Declaration  of  rights. — The  declaration  of  rights 
does  not  differ  materially  from  those  adopted  in  most 
other  constitutions.  The  great  principles  of  liberty 
are  guarantied;  the  right  of  fishing  and  fowling  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  customs  of  the  state  is  distinct- 
ly recognised. 

Suffrage  is  extended  to  every  white  male  citizen  of 
lawful  age,  resident  in  the  state  for  one  year,  and  in 
the  town  in  which  he  offers  to  vote  for  three  months. 
But  in  any  question  of  raising  a tax,  or  appropriating 
the  proceeds  of  a tax,  the  voter  must  be  possessed  of 
property,  either  real  or  personal,  to  the  value  of  $150. 

Legislature. — The  senate  is  composed  of  twelve 
members,  elected  by  districts;  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives consists  of  80  members. 

The  governor  has  a veto  power,  but  the  majority 
of  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly  can  pass  a bill 
after  having  been  returned  with  his  objections.  He 
is  allowed  forty-eight  hours  to  consider  a bill. 

The  judiciary  consists  of  a supreme  court,  and 
such  other  courts  as  the  general  assembly  may  es- 
tablish. The  judges  are  to  hold  their  offices  until  re- 
moved by  a vote  of  both  houses. 

Sheriffs  and  justices  of  the  peace  are  elected  by 
the  people. 

The  state  election  was  fixed  for  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  April. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
this  new  frame  of  government  into  operation,  the 
Journal  remarks: 

“We  can  see  no  other  mode  than  upon  forcible  re- 
volution, and  from  the  tone  of  the  debates  in  the 
convention,  and  the  remarks  out  of  it,  it  would  seem 
that  such  a course  was  not  looked  upon  as  improbable. 
How  such  an  attempt  would  be  met,  and  what  would 
be  the  consequences,  we  do  not  at  this  moment  pro- 
pose to  discuss.  The  leading  men  in  the  convention 
were  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Ariel  Bal- 
lou, JohnR.  Waterman,  J.  B.  Rathbone,  Perez  Sim- 
mons, Palemon  Walcott,  Dr.  J.  A.  Brown,  Sami.  H. 
Wales  and  one  or  two  others.  The  debates,  although 
on  several  occasions  w’arm,  were  courteous  and  con- 
ducted with  propriety,  and  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention separated  generally  in  harmony  and  union, 
although  some  were  not  satisfied  with  the  constitution 
proposed,  and  declared  that  they  should  not  support 
it.  The  proceedings  of  the  convention  have  not  ex- 
cited much  attention,  and,  although  held  in  a very 
central  place,  few  spectators  have  attended.  Indeed, 
for  the  last  half  of  the  session,  it  was  difficult  to  keep 
a quorum  of  the  members  in  their  seats.  Doubts 
were  expressed  if  a quorum  would  meet  in  Novem- 
ber, and  Mr.  Dorr  thought  that  the  adjournment 
would  prove  the  death-blow  to  the  whole  affair;  but 


NEW  YORK. 

Van  Buren  Mass  Convention.  The  Hudson 
Gazette  states  that  James  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina;  Robert  J. 
Walker,  of  Mississippi  and  Silas  Wright,  of  this 
state,  will  attend  this  great  convention  of  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  river  counties,  to  be  held  at  Kingston, 
on  the  7th  of  this  month.  The  editor  says — 

“This  is  a strong  team,  as  the  phrase  is,  and  right 
glad  should  we  be  to  make  one  among  the  crowd,  on 
that  occasion,  to  listen  to  these  strong  men  of  our 
party.” 

Candidates.  Bowen  Whiting,  of  Seneca,  is  the  V. 
Buren  candidate  for  congress  in  Ontario  county,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Greig.  Francis  Granger  (late  postmaster  gene- 
ral) is  the  whig  candidate. 

The  Van  Buren  party  of  New  York  have  put 
the  following  persons  in  nomination  for  the  assem  - 
bly.  Auguste  Davezac,  John  O’Sullivan,  Daniel  C. 
Pentz,  Conrad  Swackhamer,  Paul  Grout  George 
Weir. 

Some  of  the  Helderberghers  in  Limbo.  The 
Albany  Daily  Advertiser  of  Friday  says,  “Matthew 
St.  John  and  John  S.  Church  were  arrested  yesterday 
by  constable  Dodge,  in  this  city,  and  brought  before 
the  police.  They  were  identified  by  Rider,  a de- 
puty sheriff  of  this  county,  as  two  of  the  “Helder- 
bergh  Indians”  who  took  part  in  a process  of  tar- 
ring and  feathering  Rider  when  on  a visit  to  the  Hel- 
derbergh  in  an  official  capacity.  The  accused  were 
held  to  bail  to  answer  the  charge  in  the  sum  of  $500 
each.” 

Canal  Tolls.  The  whole  amount  of  tolls  col- 
lected at  Buffalo,  from  the  opening  of  the  navigation 
up  to  October  1,  1841,  is  $281,994,  which  is  $45,390 
more  than  in  the  same  period  of  1840.  Every  where 
along  the  line  of  canal  there  is  an  increase  of  toll 
collected. 

State  Canals.  We  learn  from  the  New  York 
American  that  the  amount  received  for  tolls  on  all 
the  canals  of  the  state  during  the  last  week  in  Sep- 
tember, 1841,  was  $85,345  25 

Same  period,  1840,  79,859  60 


Increase,  $5,485  65 

The  amount  received  during  each  month  in  the 
season  of  navigation  for  1840  and  1841,  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

1840.  1841. 

April,  $94,980  26  $91,244  37 

May,  254,113  66  353,746  77 

June,  205,916  56  254,256  09 

July,  161,359  59  212,719  04 

August,  197,005  60  222,911  61 

September,  271,522  17  297,362  87 


$1,184,897  84 


$1,432,240  75 
1,184,897  84 


Increase  for  1841,  $247,342  91 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  commencement  of  navigation  to 
the  30th  of  September,  inclusive,  for  the  last  seven 
years. 

1835,  $1,095,202  1839,  $1,129,765 

1836,  1,168,443  1840,  1,1S4,898 

1837,  883,405  1841,  1,432,241 

1838,  1,083,361 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  tolls 
for  1841  exceed  the  amount  received  during  the  cox- 
responding  period  of  1840  by  the  enormous  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-three  dollars! 

There  has  been  a perfect  avalanche  of  western 
products  upon  us  within  the  last  24  hours.  Our 
marine  list  to-day  presents  the  following  summary  of 
the  principal  articles: — 43,354  bushels  wheat,  12,485 
barrels  flour,  5.226  bushels  corn,  2,600  bushels  oats. 
In  addition  there  are  now  (1  o’clock  P.  M.)  nearly 
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private  distress  which  the  failure  of  the  United  States 
bank  has  occasioned.  A continued  gloom  seems  to 
have  settled  upon  the  faces  of  a large  portion  of  the 
inhabitants.  In  almost  all  the  circles  in  which  you 
visit,  you  hear  of  some  poignant  instance  of  suffering 
-'-of  wealthy  families  suddenly  reduced  to  poverty,  of 
widows  who  have  lost  their  all,  of  orphans  stripped 
of  the  patrimony  which  a long  life  of  labor  and  eco- 
nomy on  the  part  of  their  parents  had  collected  for 
them,  of  merchants  compelled  by  diminished  means 
to  relinquish  their  houses  and  move  out  of  town,  and 
of  laborers  robbed  of  the  hard-earned  savings  of  many 
years.  Indeed,  the  details  are  melancholy;  the  usual 
gaities  of  society  seem  to  be  arrested;  and  but  for  the 
absence  of  the  customary  symbols  of  mourning,  one 
would  be  disposed  to  think  that  the  whole  city  had 
experienced  a great  loss,  that  some  calamity  had  vi- 
sited it,  that  a pestilence  had  carried  off  its  people,  or 
that  some  great  good  man,  universally  beloved,  had 
been  taken  away  by  death.  Such  is  the  general  ex- 
pression of  sadness  that  you  see  every  where.” 

[JVero  York  Post. 

It  is  not  matter  of  surprise  that  gloom  should 
overspread  the  community,  if  the  following  account 
of  the  depression  of  the  value  of  stocks  in  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  state  is  to  be  relied  upon;  We  take 
from  a late  number  of  Bicknell’s  Reporter  a table 
showing  the  price  at  which  certain  stocks  were  sold 
three  years  ago,  and  what  is  the  present  value  of  the 
same  stocks. 

It  will  be  seen  (says  the  Reporter)  that  we  have 
mentioned  only  a portion  of  the  stocks  that  have  been 
bought  and  sold  so  freely  in  our  market  within  the 
last  few  years.  The  picture  it  presents  is  frightful 
indeed.  It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  a capital  of  little 
more  than  sixty-two  millions  of  dollars,  there  is  an 
aggregate  loss  of  nearly  fifty-seven  millions!!!  We 
think,  therefore,  that  we  may  fairly  head  the  table 
The  bubble  of  stock  speculation  illustrated,  by  a few  facts. 
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MARYLAND. 

Map  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Fielding  Lucas,  jr.  is 
about  to  publish  a map  of  Maryland,  55  by  38  inches 
in  size,  and  containing  a portion  of  the  adjoining 
states,  at  $5  per  copy. 

GEORGIA. 

TWO  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  RESIGNED.  The 

Georgia  papers  announce  the  resignation  of  Messrs. 
Alford  and  Nisbet,  of  their  seats  in  congress. 

Banks.  W e have  previously  noticed  the  fact,  that 
the  Mechanic’s  bank,  and  the  bank  of  Augusta,  were 
paying  out  their  bills  freely  to  pay  for  our  staple. 
We  have  now  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  our 
country  friends,  that  all  our  banks  have  come  to  a 
similar  determination,  and  the  planters  may  therefore 
confidently  calculate  on  receiving  a specie  paying 
currency,  for  their  crops.  [Augusta  Chronicle. 

ALABAMA. 

The  penal  code  passed  by  the  last  legislature, 
took  effect  on  the  1st  instant.  The  Mobile  corres- 
pondent of  the  New  York  Advertiser  writes  that  it  is 
one  of  the  most  rigid  and  severe  laws  of  any  state  in 
the  union,  so  much  so  as  to  make  many  sections  of  it 
a “dead  letter.”  The  kind  and  warm-hearted  sym- 
pathies of  the  people  are  a serious  barrier  to  a rigid 
administration  of  justice.  The  penitentiary  is  not 
yet  quite  completed.  A good  deal  of  opposition  pre- 
vails in  the  state  to  the  penitentiary  system. 

^Nominal 


TENNESSEE. 

Legislature.  The  message  of  the  governor,  and 
the  report  of  the  state  treasurer,  were  read  in  the 
legislature  on  the  7th  inst.  The  first  is  a long  docu- 
ment, occupying  about  eight  and  a half  columns  of 
the  Nashville  Whig.  The  report  of  the  treasurer 
exhibits  the  finances  of  the  state  in  a rather  satis- 
factory condition — receipts  $660,339  22;  disburse- 
ments $470,744  75 — balance  in  the  treasury 
$139,590  47. 

KENTUCKY. 

A real  compliment.  We  learn  from  the  Louis- 
ville Journal  that  the  citizens  of  Woodford  have 
purchased  the  fine  farm,  in  that  county,  on  which 
the  honorable  J.  J.  Crittenden  was  born,  and  made 
him  a present  of  it.  The  price  paid  was  $17,000. 

OHIO. 

The  Bank  question.  The  Springfield  Republi- 
can gives  a list  of  the  banks  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
showing  an  aggregate  capital  of  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars  and  adds  that  nearly  this  whole  amount  of 
banking  capital,  required  for  the  trade  of  the  com- 
munity, is  about  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  expiration 
of  the  charters  which  occurs  on  the  1st  January, 
1843,  a list  of  which  is  given. 

A fearful  time  ahead!  The  Ohio  Slate  Journal 
of  the  6th  inst.  says:  Of  $11,136,567  of  banking  ca- 
pital returned  as  paid  in  in  the  banks  of  this  state 
(the  Bank  of  Lebanon,  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  Lancaster 
Bank  and  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  not  included), 
there  is  owned  in  the  state  $4,386,132,  and  out  of  it 
$6,750,436.  Should  no  measures  be  adopted  during 
the  ensuing  session  to  renew  the  charters  of  the  banks, 
three-fourths  of  this  immense  amount  will  have  to 
be  collected  by  the  people,  and  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  state  altogether.  The  state  of  New  York, 
with  all  its  vast  resources,  could  not  stand  such  a 
drain  of  capital  without  being  convulsed  from  centre 
to  circumference.  It  must  unavoidably  derange  the 
business  of  Ohio  to  such  a degree  that  its  blighting 
effects  will  be  felt  for  fifteen  years  to  come. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Rock  River  tragedy.  A letter  from  Judge 
Ford,  dated  Oregon  city,  Illinois,  September  27th, 
to  the  editor  of  the  Peoria  Register,  says — “the  per- 
sons who  had  a hand  in  the  Driskall  murder  last  sum- 
mer, have  been  indicted  and  tried  at  the  recent  term 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Ogle  county.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  persons  were  indicted  and  all  acquitted 
by  the  jury.” 

Election.  The  Journal  of  Commerce  says:  Owing 
to  the  negligence  of  some  of  the  returning  officers, 
the  complete  official  vote  of  Illinois  for  congressmen, 
has  been  delayed  to  the  present  time.  The  official 
vote  from  all  the  counties  is  as  follows: 


Districts.  Whigs.  Opposition. 

1.  5,313  8,043 

2.  7,177  6,976 

3.  21,698  19,553 


Total  . . 34,288  34,572 


Opposition  majority  in  the  state  341;  do.  at  the 
presidential  election  last  November,  1,938.  Whig 
gain  1,554. 

Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal.  This  work  is  being 
prosecuted  with  considerable  vigor.  New  jobs  have 
been  taken  and  the  old  contractors  generally  have 
resumed  operations.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Ottawa 
in  particular,  we  learn  that  the  canal  is  going  on 
finely.  The  new  lettings  are  being  covered  with 
shantees  and  workmen.  The  basin  at  that  town  will 
soon  be  completed.  The  Fox  river  aqueduct  is  so 
far  advanced  that  it  could  be  easity  finished  this  fall 
if  we  should  be  favored  with  one  month  more  of 
warm  weather.  [Chicago  American. 

Trial  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  men  for 
murder.  The  correspondent  of  the  Illinois  Free 
Trader  gives  an  account  of  the  trial  of  the  persons 
charged  with  the  murder  of  the  Driskalls,  John  and 
William,  from  which  the  editor  of  the  Era  has  made 
the  following  extracts: 

He  says  “the  September  term  of  the  Ogle  circuit 
court  has  just  closed,  and  its  session  has  been  marked 
by  a trial  which,  in  the  number  of  the  accused  tried 
in  one  indictment  for  the  crime  of  murder,  is  with- 
out a parallel.  One  hundred  and  twelve  men  were 
indicted  for  the  murder  of  John  Driskall  and  Wm. 
Driskall,  in  June  last,  near  Washington  Grove,  in 
this  county.  About  100  plead  not  guilty,  and  were 
put  upon  their  trial.  Judge  Ford,  whatever  might 
have  been  his  feelings,  (the  accused  were  his  neigh- 
bors, judge  F.  living  in  Ogle  county),  exhibited  upon 
the  bench  a stern  determination  that  the  accused 
should  be  fully  and  fairly  tried.  However,  the  very 
fact  of  the  great  confusion  occasioned  by  so  many 


names  in  the  indictment,  left  the  accused  without  any 
evidence  to  contend  against. 

The  two  or  three  first  witnesses,  whose  names 
were  endorsed  upon  the  indictment,  (and  by  the  laws 
of  this  state  none,  except  those  whose  names  are  so 
endorsed,  can  be  called  to  prove  the  substantive  part 
of  the  accusation),  only  knew  some  of  the  prepara- 
tory steps  taken,  which  led  to  the  supposed  offence.” 

The  facts  connected  with  the  killing  of  the  Dris- 
kalls arc  stated  as  follows:  That  the  Driskalls  were 

a part  of  an  organized  gang,  embracing  a large  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  county  of  Ogle  and  the  adjoin- 
ing counties,  who  carried  on  a systematized  scheme  of 
operations  against  the  lives  and  property  of  the  in- 
habitants. That  murders,  robberies  and  larcenies 
had  been  carried  on  by  them  for  a number  of  years; 
and  that,  owing  to  the  extent  and  perfection  of  their 
combinations,  it  had  become  impossible  to  convict  by 
the  ordinary  process  of  law.  Perjured  members  of 
their  gang  swearing  to  alibis  or  such  defence  as  were 
adapted  for  the  occasion,  had,  for  a long  time,  defied 
and  defeated  the  course  of  justice.  That  a few 
days  previous  to  the  execution  of  the  Driskalls,  a 
Mr.  Campbell,  a citizen  of  the  highest  respectability, 
had  been  wantonly  shot  in  his  own  yard,  for  his  pre- 
sumed exertions  against  this  gang,  and  that  there  was 
sufficient  evidence  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt,  that 
the  Driskalls  planned  and  incited,  and  probably  per- 
petrated his  murder.  Further,  that  the  Driskalls 
were  the  chief  and  most  dangerous  of  the  gang.  They 
were  shot  after  an  examination  which  satisfied  seve- 
ral huudred  of  the  most,  respectable  citizens  of  Ogle 
and  the  adjoining  counties  of  the  truth  of  the  fore- 
going facts. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury  who,  without 
leaving  their  seats,  rendered  a verdict  of  not  guilty. 
This  verdict  was  given  partially  from  a want  of  evi- 
dence, and  from  what  the  jury  considered  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  the  case.  The  writer  says  the  laws 
could  not  protect  the  community  where  the  banditti 
committed  their  many  enormities — the  occasion  was 
too  urgent  to  wait  for  their  uncertain  amendment 
and  adoption  to  the  emergency — individually  they 
could  not  protect  themselves — mob  law  they  repudi- 
ated— they  therefore  resorted  to  a counter  organiza- 
tion, ordained  new  rules  of  evidence,  and  a new  mode 
of  proceeding,  such,  and  such  only,  as  in  their  judg- 
ment were  effectual  to  protect  them.  There  may  be 
those  who  are  disposed  to  cavil,  perhaps  to  condemn. 
The  judgments  and  preceptions  of  such,  would  be 
essentially  invigorated,  could  they  have  dwelt  for  a 
short  time  here,  and  suffered  the  murder  of  their 
friends,  the  burning  of  their  dwellings,  and  the  plun- 
der of  their  property;  and,  when  they  called  on  the 
law  to  redress  these  wrongs,  to  see  those  whom  they 
knew  to  be  the  perpetrators,  escape  with  impunity.” 

WISKONSIN. 

More  Lead.  The  Southport  (Wiskonsin)  Tele- 
graph announces  the  discovery  of  new  lead  mines  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sinsinawa  Mound,  near  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  territory.  Concerning  the  quality 
and  extent  of  the  mine,  the  Telegraph  says: — “The 
veins  of  mineral  are  the  richest  of  any  which  have 
been  discovered  for  the  last  six  years.  About  600 
miners  are  already  employed  in  these  new  diggings, 
and  immense  quantities  of  ore  are  daily  raised.  Gen. 
Jones,  a former  delegate  to  congress  from  this  terri- 
tory is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  new  discovery.” 

This  mine,  if  it  turns  out  as  rich  as  is  anticipated, 
will  add  much  to  the  value  of  the  lands  in  that 
vicinity. 


ALEXANDER  McLEOD’S  TRIAL. 


The  opening  of  this  case  was  inserted  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Register.  Without  attempting  to  fur- 
nish the  testimony  produced  on  behalf  of  the  prose- 
cution, we  merely  proceed  to  register  the  evidence 
upon  which  the  decision  of  the  case  was  manifestly 
predicated.  This,  with  a brief  notice  of  the  sum- 
moning up  by  the  counsel,  and  the  charge  of  the  judge 
on  committing  the  case  to  the  jury,  will  give  a 
distinct  view  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

There  are  some  points  of  this  affair  which  furnish 
satisfactory  evidence  in  favor  of  our  system  of  go- 
vernment, however  complicated  it  appears  to  foreign 
eyes.  The  resolute  determination  which  both  the 
general  and  the  state  governments  evinced  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  case  to  have  their  respective  jurisdictions 
maintained,  the  laws  enforced,  and  justice  adminis- 
tered to  a foreigner,  although  that  foreigner  had  ta- 
ken pains  to  exasperate  the  border  passions  and  in- 
flame national  prejudices  on  the  one  hand,  and  in 
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whose  behalf  language  verging  towards  intimidation 
had  been  adventured  to  some  extent  by  proud  autho- 
rities on  the  other.  But  neither  popular  impulse, 
nor  national  pride,  has  been  allowed  to  swerve  our  au- 
thorities from  the  strict  course  which  the  laws  of  the 
land  lay  down.  The  facts  in  the  case  have  been 
coolly  and  deliberately  sought  out  and  pronounced 
upon  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  country.  It  has 
been  fully  ascertained  that  McLeod  was  not  present 
or  assisting  in  the  transaction  for  which  he  was  in- 
dicted, and  he  is  acquitted  accordingly. 

So  ends  the  McLeod  affair. 

The  affair  of  the  Coroline,  however,  remains  to 
be  adjusted  between  the  two  countries,  whose  peace 
was  violated  by  that  transaction.  The  facts  in  that 
affair  have,  in  the  progress  of  this  trial,  been  fully  de- 
veloped. The  two  governments  will  approach  its 
discussion  in  a far  more  deliberate  and  dispassionate 
spirit,  now  that  the  case  is  divested  of  a highly  ex- 
citing colateral  topic.  The  negotiation  of  foreign 
disputes  is  wisely  committed,  by  the  federal  consti- 
tution, to  the  executive,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be 
hoped  that  not  only  the  public  press,  but  also,  that 
other  public  authorities  of  this  country  will  allow 
the  executive  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  delicate  and 
highly  important  trust,  in  this  respect,  without  undue 
interference.  There  has  been  no  greater  difficulty 
encountered  in  our  foreign  relations,  than  by  prema- 
ture and  imprudent  interference  in  negotiations  that 
have,  from  time  to  time,  been  pending.  Amongst 
these  instances  stands  most  prominent  the  everlasting 
calls,  which  are  proposed  in  congress,  upon  the  ex- 
ecutive, for  papers  and  correspondence,  upon  topics 
that  are  properly  trusted  to  an  executive  department 
only — and  which,  the  premature  agitation  of,  by  the 
legislative  department,  is  calculated  invariably  to 
embarrass. 

And  again — the  difficulties  which  the  McLeod  case 
appeared  to  present,  in  reference  to  conflicting  ju- 
risdiction between  the  federal  and  state  governments 
will,  of  course,  we  presume,  be  obviated,  as  it  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be,  before  another  such  case  occurs, 
and  will  be  much  more  likely  to  be  judiciously  pro- 
vided for,  when  no  pending  case  is  to  be  influenced 
by  the  direction  which  the  authorities,  on  an  abstract 
view  of  the  subject,  shall  judge  to  be  right. 

Friday  Afternoon.  After  a number  of  objec- 
tions being  made  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  which  wmre  par- 
tially overruled  by  the  court,  the  reading  of  the 
depositions  commenced,  but  were  protracted  very 
much  by  the  technical  objections  of  Mr.  Hall.  In 
substance  the  depositions  are  as  follows: 

Sir  Allen  McNab’s  evidence — the  testimony  of  sir 
Allen  McNab  was  taken  at  Kingston  in  Canada  on 
the  13th  September,  1841,  before  James  E.  Small 
and  James  Harvey,  esqs.  commissioners— Joseph 
Center,  esq.  being  present  and  approving  for  the  peo- 
ple and  Hiram  Gainder,  esq.  for  the  accused.  He 
said  I am  a barrister;  I reside  at  Dunawin  in  the  Gore 
district  in  the  province  of  Canada,  about  45  miles 
from  the  town  of  Niagara;  I know  a body  of  militia 
was  assembled  at  Chippewa  during  December,  1837, 
and  January,  1838,  to  the  number  of  between  two 
thousand  and  three  thousand,  to  repel  an  expected 
invasion  from  rebels  and  American  brigands  assem- 
bled on  Navy  Island,  and  on  the  American  shore 
near  Sclilosser;  they  were  ordered  out  by  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  Upper  Canada,  sir  Francis  Bond 
Head,  for  the  purpose,  aforesaid;  i was  the  officer  in 
actual  command  of  the  forces  then  and  there  assem- 
bled; sir  F.  B.  Head  was  at  Chippewa  more  than 
once'  during  the  months  named;  of  the  force  assem- 
bled there  by  his  directions,  I assumed  the  command 
by  his  order,  directed  to  me  as  colonel  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  Gore  militia;  the  governor  general  of  the 
two  provinces  was  not  at  Chippewa  at  the  time  men- 
tioned. 

I do  remember  the  last  time  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line came  down  previous  to  her  destruction;  from  the 
information  I received,  I had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  she  came  down  for  the  express  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  rebels  and  brigands  on  Navy  Island  with  arms, 
men  ammunition,  provisions,  stores,  &c.  to  ascertain 
this  fact,  I sent  two  officers  with  instructions  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  boat,  to  note  the  same,  and 
report  to  me;  they  reported  they  saw  her  land  a can- 
non, (a  six  or  nine  pounder)  several  men  armed  and 


equipped  as  soldiers,  and  that  she  had  dropped  her 
anchor  on  the  east  side  of  Navy  Island;  on  the  infor- 
mation I had  previously  received  from  highly  respect- 
able persons  in  Buffalo,  together  with  the  report  of 
these  gentlemen,  I determined  to  destroy  her  that 
night. 

I entrusted  the  command  of  the  expedition  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  to  capt.  A Drew,  royal  navy; 
seven  boats  were  equipped,  and  left  the  Canadian 
shore;  I do  not  recollect  the  number  of  men  in  each 
boat;  Captain  Drew  held  the  rank  of  commander  in 
her  majesty’s  royal  navy;  I ordered  the  expedition, 
and  first  communicated  it  to  capt.  Andrew  Drew,  on 
the  beach,  where  the  men  embarked  a short  time 
previous  to  their  embarkation;  Captain  Drew  was 
ordered  to  take  and  destroy  the  Caroline  wherever 
he  could  find  her;  I gave  the  order  as  officer  in 
command  of  the  forces  assembled  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid;  they  embarked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chip- 
pewa river;  I was  there  when  they  embarked,  and 
when  the  boats  set  off;  I had  been  there  about  a quar- 
ter of  an  hour;  I noticed  most  of  the  persons  going 
into  the  boats;  I stood  within  ten  or  twelve  feet  of 
most  of  the  boats  as  the  men  went  on  board;  and 
while  they  were  preparing,  I was  walking  about 
among  them,  which  afforded  me  the  means  of  know- 
ing who  embarked;  I know  Alexander  McLeod,  late 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  Niagara  district;  I have  known 
him  for  about  five  or  six  years;  I was  on  the  shore 
when  the  boats  returned,  and  was  near  some  of  the 
boats  when  the  men  landed;  I saw  the  faces  of  seve- 
ral of  the  men  who  landed,  perhaps  half  of  the  whole; 
I did  not  see  Alexander  McLeod;  I think  I made  a 
return  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Canada 
of  the  officers  and  men. of  the  Caroline;  I am  sure 
the  name  of  Alexander  McLeod  was  not  among 
them. 

I have  no  knowledge  that  there  was  any  person  of 
the  name  of  McLeod  in  the  expedition;  if  there  had 
been  a person  of  that  name,  I think  I should  have 
known  it;  the  force  under  my  command  volunteered 
their  services  on  being  called  on  by  the  lieut.  governor 
of  the  province,  from  which  force  the  expedition 
was  composed  by  men  selected  by  captain  Andrew 
Drew,  under  my  orders;  they  were  dressed  in  their 
usual  clothing;  the  militia  were  not  at  that  time  pro- 
vided with  uniform;  the  party  were  armed  with  pis- 
tols and  cutlasses;  I was  the  person  who  gave  the  or- 
ders to  Capt.  Drew,  which  were  personal,  verbal  and 
private,  his  orders  were  to  take  and  destroy  the  Caro- 
line; they  were  given  on  the  beach,  a few  minutes 
previous  to  the  expedition  starting  off  from  the  shore. 
In  my  orders  to  Capt.  Drew  nothing  was  said  about 
invading  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  but  such 
was  their  nature  that  Captain  Drew  might  feel  him- 
self justified  in  destroying  the  boat  wherever  he 
might  find  her. 

Mr.  Spencer  said  that  as  the  remainder  of  the  de- 
positions contained  merely  collateral  evidence,  he 
proposed  to  introduce  at  present  the  oral  testimony. 

William  Press  was  then  called  to  the  stand,  and 
being  sworn,  deposes  that  he  lives  in  Canada;  keeps 
a public  house  at  Niagara;  knew  McLeod  well;  had 
known  him  a year  before  the  27th  of  Dec.  ’37;  re- 
membered the  “troubles”  in  Canada  about  that  pe- 
riod; was  at  Chippewa  only  once;  that  was  on  the 
27th  of  Dec.;  returned  to  Niagara  the  same  evening; 
took  the  passengers  in  a w’agon  from  Niagara  to 
Chippewa;  entered  in  a cash  hook  the  money  receiv- 
ed for  carrying  these  persons,  the  date  was  29th  Dec. 
1837;  the  Caroline  was  destroyed  that  night;  heard 
of  that  event  the  next  morning;  put  his  horses  in  a 
yard  opposite  Davis’  tavern;  started  from  Davis’  im- 
mediately after  dark;  O’Keefe  rode  with  witness  to 
Niagara,  and  McLeod  went  to  Stamford;  the  latter 
place  is  about  six  miles  from  Chippewa;  the  roads 
were  very  bad;  were  at  least  an  hour  and  a half  going 
to  Stamford;  McLeod  left  witness  at  the  gate  of 
Captain  Morrison. 

John  Morrison  was  next  sworn,  and  deposed  as 
follows: — Resides  at  Stamford,  U.  C.;  moved  there 
from  Toronto;  came  to  Toronto  in  June,  1835;  knows 
Alexander  McLeod  perfectly;  made  his  acquaintance 
in  ’36;  heard  of  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th  Dec.  1837;  heard  of  it  from 
Colonel  Cameron,  formerly  of  the  regiment  witness 
belonged  to;  was  told  by  one  of  his  sons  that  the 
colonel  wanted  him  at  the  gate;  went  down  and  saw 
him  there;  was  asked  if  he  had  heard  the  news,  and 
said  no;  Col.  C.  then  told  him  that  a party  had  gone 
down  to  Schlosser  the  night  before  and  cut  out  the 
Caroline  and  destroyed  her;  witness  said  then  “your 
friend  McLeod  is  in  our  house,  won’t  you  come  up 
and  sec  him?”  he  begged  to  be  excused,  as  he  was  in 
a great  hurry;  Col.  C.  was  in  a wagon;  he  handed 
witness  a piece  of  wood,  saying  it  was  a piece  of  the 
Caroline,  which  witness  took  to  the  house  and  cut 
from  it  a piece;  kept  the  piece  and  returned  the  larger 
fragment;  was  told  that  it  was  got  under  the  “Falls;” 
bade  the  colonel  good-by,  from  other  sources  then 


learned  during  the  day  of  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline; Colonel  Cameron  served  with  witness  in 
France,  Spain  and  Portugal  under  the  great  Duke  of 
Wellington  for  14  years;  McLeod  was  in  the  cottage 
of  witness  at  the  time  the  conversation  took  place,' 
he  came  there  as  nearly  as  witness  could  remember, 
at  a short  time  after  7 o’clock  on  the  night  before 
that  morning,  he  slept  in  the  parlor;  he  drank  tea 
that  evening  with  witness’ family;  took  breakfast  in 
the  parlor  next  morning;  McLeod  and  witness  retir- 
ed to  bed  in  familiar  conversation  after  taking  a tum- 
bler of  toddy;  McLeod  had  not  left  his  room  before 
witness  saw  Colonel  Cameron  next  morning;  after 
returning  the  piece  of  wood  to  Cameron,  witness 
went  to  the  cottage;  at  the  threshold  of  the  door  saw 
McLeod  half  dressed  in  the  room;  repeated  to  him 
the  intelligence  received  from  Cameron;  McLeod 
said,  “You  don’t  say  so?”  Witness  replied  Colonel 
Cameron  told  him  so. 

By  the  court — When  did  he  make  that  answer? 

Just  when  I said  Colonel  Cameron  had  said  the 
Caroline  had  been  cut  out  and  sent  over  the  falls. 

Examination  continued — McLeod  then  said,  “I 
wish  to  G — d I had  been  there!”  and  McLeod  con- 
tinued, “where  is  Archie?  I want  my  horse!”  Ar- 
chie went  off  to  get  the  horse — that  was  a little  past 
eight — he  was  pressed  not  to  think  of  going  before 
breakfast,  and  agreed  to  remain — he  did  remain — 
he  then,  after  being  dressed  and  having  breakfast, 
went  down  with  him  and  saw  him  get  his  horse  and 
ride  towards  Chippewa — never  saw  McLeod  till  the 
afternoon  of  the  2d  January  following. 

Archibald  Morrison,  son  of  the  last  witness,  an 
intelligent  looking  lad,  was  then  sworn  and  examin- 
ed— he  deposes  that  he  knew  McLeod— had  seen 
colonel  Duncan  Cameron  sometimes — he  was  in  To- 
ronto as  witness  believed — was  at  his  father’s  gate 
when  Colonel  Cameron  came  up  about  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  Colonel  C.  told  me  to  tell  father  to 
come  to  him,  I went  up  to  the  house;  a gentleman 
was  with  Colonel  C.  they  were  in  a two  horse  wa- 
gon; my  father  went  down,  I went  down  with  him; 
heard  them  say  that  the  Caroline  was  burnt,  heard 
Colonel  C.  say  that;  McLeod  was  then  in  the  parlor 
of  my  father’s  house;  he  came  there  the  night  before, 
before  tea  I think — he  went  away  next  morning  after 
breakfast,  about  eight  o’clock;  he  went  away  on 
horseback. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Morrison  was  then  examined:  knows 
McLeod — has  known  him  for  six  years — remembers 
hearing  of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline — it  was  in  the 
morning  she  heard  it — then  understood  that  the  boat 
was  burnt  the  night  before — the  intelligence  was 
brought  by  Colonel  Cameron — understood  that  he 
brought  a part  of  the  boat — saw  the  piece  that  Mr. 
Morrison  cut  off— at  the  time  McLeod  was  in  the 
parlour — he  came  there  the  night  before — about  7 
o’clock — took  tea  there  that  night — he  stayed  there  all 
night  because  Mr.  Morrison  wouldn’t  allow  him  to  go 
away  that  night — Mr.  Morrison  and  McLeod  sat  up 
till  half  past  12  o’clock — witness  sat  up,  part  of  the 
time  being  in  the  room — McLeod  and  Mr.  Morrison 
took  a glass  of  toddy  together — McLeod  slept  in  the 
parlour;  he  slept  on  a “stretcher” — (witness  explain- 
ed this  as  being  a cot),  the  parlour  was  not  commonly 
used  as  a bedroom — Mr.  McLeod’s  boots  were  taken 
from  the  parlour  before  bed  time  to  be  dried  by  the 
kitchen  fire — they  were  at  the  same  place  in  the 
morning — they  were  then  dry,  but  were  wet  the 
night  before — Mr.  McLeod  did  not  leave  the  place 
during  the  night  to  the  knowledge  of  witness— could 
not  have  done  so  without  the  knowledge  of  witness. 

By  the  court — Saw  McLeod  for  the  last  time  that 
night  about  twelve  o’clock;  the  “stretcher”  was  made 
up  before  the  young  ladies  retired,  the  young  ladies 
retired  about  ten  o’clock;  saw  McLeod  next  morning 
about  eight  o’clock;  had  then  been  up  about  halt  an 
hour;  he  was  in  the  parlour  when  Colonel  Cameron 
came  along;  Mr.  Morrison  then  told  McLeod  what 
had  happened  about  the  Caroline,  and  McLeod  wish- 
ed he  had  been  there;  saw  McLeod  again  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  same  day;  when  he  returned  from 
Chippewa,  on  his  way  to  Niagara;  he  had  a cannon 
ball  in  his  hand,  which  was  said  to  have  been  fired 
from  Navy  Island. 

By  Mr.  Spencer — Was  married  to  Mr.  Morrison 
13  years  ago;  her  son  remained  about  three  days 
after  he  came  from  Toronto;  can  tell  certainly  that 
it  was  on  the  2d  of  January  that  McLeod  was  again 
at  Mr.  Morrison’s  house;  there  is  no  room  for  mis- 
take as  of  his  being  there  on  the  night  the  29th  De- 
cember— the  night  that  the  Caroline  was  destroyed; 
the  burning  of  the  Caroline  w'as  talked  about  at  the 
breakfast  table  that  morning  as  an  event  that  had 
occurred  during  the  previous  night.  The  daughter 
who  lived  with  McLeod  had  not  been  at  her  father’s 
for  a long  time  till  about  a month  ago,  this  circum- 
stance had  affected  the  intimacy  of  the  family  with 
McLeod;  it  had  broken  it  off’  altogether;  does  not 
know  why  she  has  returned. 
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Harriet  Morrison,  daughter  of  Captain  Morrison, 
was  then  sworn  and  examined — Is  the  second  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Morrison. 

Mr.  Hall — I trust  the  learned  gentleman  would  let 
the  lady  tell  her  own  story. 

Mr.  Spencer — Examine  her  yourself,  sir,  accord- 
ing to  your  notions  of  propriety.  Proceed. 

Examination  resumed  by  Mr.  Spencer — Was  at 
home  in  1839 — has  known  McLeod  since  a year  after 
her  father  and  family  came  to  this  country — heard  of 
the  affair  of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline  on  the  morn- 
ing that  McLeod  was  there — on  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber— her  farther  heard  of  it  from  Colonel  Cameron — 
saw  McLeod  the  night  before  at  tea  about  seven 
o’clock— retired  between  nine  and  ten — McLeod  had 
not  then  retired — saw  him  the  next  morning  at  break- 
fast— he  then  left  the  house  to  go  to  Chippewa  be- 
tween nine  and  ten. 

Cross  examined  by  Mr.  Jenkins — The  family  usu- 
ally retired  about  ten  o’clock — McLeod  being  there 
was  the  cause  of  part  of  the  family  sitting  up  later 
than  usual — had  heard  some  days  before  of  the  Ca- 
roline and  about  her  carrying  ammunition — is  sure 
heard  this  before  McLeod  was  there  that  night — 
thinks  she  saw  Colonel  Cameron  frem  her  bedroom 
or  her  mother’s  room— knew  Colonel  Cameron — had 
been  introduced  to  him  in  Niagara  by  Angus  Mc- 
Leod— that  was  previous  to  this  time — couldn’t  say 
how  long  previous  it  was — breakfasted  about  eight 
o’clock  that  morning — saw  McLeod  the  same  day  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  gate — he  then  had  a cannon  ball 
in  his  hand — he  was  going  to  Niagara — he  was  at 
the  honse  of  witness’  father  the  day  after  New  Years 
- — her  brother  came  home  on  the  forenoon  of  New 
Years  day. 

By  Mr.  Spencer — Mr.  McLeod  was  at  their  house 
on  Christmas  Eve,  and  remained  during  the  night — 
heard  that  the  Caroline  was  employed  in  conveying 
ammunition  to  Navy  Island,  before  she  heard  of  her 
destruction — heard  of  that  two  or  three  days  be- 
fore— can’t  say  from  whom  she  heard  this — don’t 
known  what  the  conversation  was  about  between 
Mr.  Morrison  and  Mr.  McLeod  that  knight — [recog- 
nizes her  signature  to  previous  deposition], 

Mr.  Spencer  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  pro- 
posed to  read  the  deposition  of  Colonel  Cameron. 

Mr.  Hall  objected  to  the  deposition,  as  irregular. 

Mr.  Spencer  made  some  very  severe  remarks  on 
the  alleged  conduct  of  the  prosecution  in  raising  tech- 
nical and  unreasonable  objections. 

Mr.  Hall  characterized  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, as  unprecedented  and  ungentlemanly.  Perhaps 
his  imputing  unworthy  motives  to  the  prosecuting 
officers,  was  owing  to  his  feeling  of  what  he  himself 
would  have  done  in  similar  circumstances,  (a  mu- 
mur  of  applause,  checked  immediately  by  tbe  court). 

Mr.  Spencer  then  read  the  deposition  which  is  as 
follows: 

Deposition  of  Duncan  Cameron,  of  the  township 
of  York,  Canada — Upon  the  morning  after  the  de- 
struction of  the  Caroline,  about  nine  o’clock,  A.  M. 
in  company  with  Mr.  M.  C.  Miyan,  the  Presbyterian 
minister  of  St.  Thomas,  I stopped  at  Lieutenant  Mor- 
rison’s gate  in  front  of  his  house,  near  Stamford 
about  three  or  four  miles  from  Chippewa,  and  Mr. 
Morrison  came  down  to  his  gate.  I there  had  a con- 
versation with  him  for  about  four  minutes.  I do  not 
remember  every  particular  subject  of  conversation, 
though  I may  have  mentioned  to  him  the  destruction 
of  the  Caroline,  but  I could  not  swear  that  I did  so. 
I only  now  remember  the  fact  of  having  held  a con- 
versation with  Mr.  Morrison  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Bradley  commenced  the  summing  up,  and 
addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoner.  The  learned 
gentleman  began  by  reference  to  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  case,  and  the  deeply  solemn  interests 
which  it  involved.  He  then  referred  to  the  attacks 
which  had  been  made  on  the  depositions  taken  in 
Canada  in  the  prisoner’s  behalf,  and  said  that  the  fact 
that  the  agent  employed  by  the  prosecution  to  attend 
the  execution  of  the  commission  who  had  followed 
them  from  Hamilton  to  Kingston,  had  been  unable  to 
prove  any  error  of  irregularity  against  the  commis- 
sioner, except  their  permitting  one  witness — Harris, 
to  withdraw  his  first  answer  to  one  of  their  interro- 
gations. Mr.  B.  then  contended  that  the  testimony 
for  the  defence  fully  proved  that  the  prisoner  had 
never  boasted  about  his  alleged  share  in  the  transac- 
tion for  participation  in  which  he  was  now  tried,  to 
those  persons  who  were  his  most  intimate  associates, 
and  in  particular  to  persons  in  authority  in  Canada, 
who  had  the  power  to  reward  him  for  such  a partici- 
pation. That  was  of  course  at  the  same  time  com- 
pletely negative  of  the  testimony  for  the  prosecution. 

But  it  was  contended  that  the  depositions  were 
those  of  accomplices  in  the  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line, and  so  unworthy  of  credit  in  the  minds  of  the 
jury.  The  impeachment  of  accomplices,  however, 
depends  very  much  on  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  deposed.  When  the  accomplice  came  cn  the 


stand  and  testified  against  his  associate  in  crime, 
there  was  always  extended  to  him  a promise  of  par- 
don, and  if  his  associate  were  convicted,  he  was 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  punishment,  and  his  li- 
berty or  life,  were  the  powerful  motives  that  impel- 
led him  to  perjury,  and  cast  discredit  on  his  testimo- 
ny. But  in  the  present  case  there  were  no  such  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  the  witnesses  for  the  de- 
fence, whose  testimony  was  taken  under  the  commis- 
sioner— there  was  not  any  such  motives  for  perjury 
in  them.  They  were  swearing  against  their  own  in- 
terests. The  evidence  of  such  witnesses  was  fully 
entitled  to  credit,  even  in  a case  where  more  depend- 
ed on  it. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  the  history  of  the  circum- 
stances leading  to  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline. — 
He  represented  the  leaders  of  the  Canadian  insurrec- 
tion and  their  followers,  as  the  “raked-up  ruffians  of 
the  two  frontiers — banded  robbers — receivers  of  sto- 
len arms — dealing  out  death  from  the  contents  of  an 
arsenal  which  a burglary  had  entered — men  who, 
had  they  succeeded,  would  have  desolated  the  pro- 
vinces, and  spread  ruin  and  slaughter  and  blood  over 
the  land — whose  only  subsistence  would  have  been 
derived  from  plunder  and  rapine — their  only  shelter 
the  desolated  dwelling.”  The  loyalists,  on  the  con- 
trary, were  patriotic  men — ready  to  spill  their  blood 
for  their  country  and  their  homes — rushing  at  the  call 
of  freedom  to  repel  the  invaders  of  their  soil.  And 
in  the  land  which  bore  on  its  map  the  names  of  Platts- 
burgh and  New  Orleans,  there  was  no  need  to  say 
that  they  acted  in  the  full  spirit  of  that  truth,  that 
resistance  to  lawless  invasion  is  the  most  bounden 
duty  of  the  citizen.  He  then  went  on  to  speak  of 
the  manner  in  which  Navy  Island  had  been  invaded 
and  fortified — described  its  position  as  difficult  of  ac- 
cess, and  the  great  importance  of  dispersing  its  occu- 
pants, and  cutting  off  the  sources  of  the  supplies. — 
Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  evidence  brought 
forward  to  sustain  the  defence  of  an  alibi,  which 
was,  he  contended,  the  only  rational  defence  the 
prisoner,  or  any  one  similarly  circumstanced,  could 
offer. 

Mr.  Bradley  then  went  into  a further  review  and 
comparison  of  the  conflicting  testimony  in  relation  to 
the  presence  or  absence  of  the  prisoner  at  Schlosser 
at  the  time  in  question.  The  next  topic  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Bradley  was  the  duty  of  the  jury  to  render 
their  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  testimony  laid 
before  them,  and  wholly  uninfluenced  by  any  ulterior 
considerations,  feelings  or  prejudices.  It  was  suffi- 
cient that  the  witnesses  should  testify  under  the  sway 
of  those  influences,  and  that  they  should  pervade  the 
public  mind.  It  had  been  reduced  to  a moral  cer- 
tainty, Mr.  B.  contended,  that  the  conviction  and  ex- 
ecution of  the  prisoner,  would  be  the  cause  of  a war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain;  and  it  was 
sufficient  that  such  a result,  should  it  occur,  w ould  be 
the  fruit  of  the  deplorable  dissentions  and  conflicts 
upon  the  frontier,  without  their  exercising  upon  the 
minds  of  the  jury  an  influence  which  would  tend,  to 
a lamentable  extent,  to  accelerate  the  most  unfortu- 
nate and  deplorable  issue  between  the  two  countries 
which  would  inevitably  follow. 

Mr.  Bradley  then  proceeded  to  recapitulate  and 
scrutinize  the  testimony  for  the  prosecution  in  which 
he  pointed  out  much  that  he  contended  was  most 
palpably  false,  and  some  which  he  pronounced  most 
plain  and  wilful  perjury.  Indeed,  the  learned  gen- 
tleman placed  a very  liberal  portion  of  the  testimony 
for  the  prosecution  under  this  latter  head;  and  wit- 
ness after  witness  he  pronounced,  and  argued  to  the 
jury,  were  wilful  and  deliberate  perjurei-s.  Some 
of  the  testimony,  Mr.  B.  continued,  consists  of  alleg- 
ed declarations  of  the  prisoner;  w ho,  as  the  attorney 
general  would  have  us  believe  from  his  witnesses, 
has  been  remarkably  communicative  to  them,  and 
Mr.  Marsh  in  his  acknowledgments  of  participation 
in  the  Caroline  affair.  But  the  learned  gentleman 
deemed  it  passing  strange,  that  notwithstanding  all 
this  frankness  and  communicativeness,  of  the  prison- 
er, not  a witness  had  ever  heard  the  prisoner  give 
any  connected  narrative  of  that  event,  nor  any  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  it — nothing  but  detached, 
chance  declarations  were  all  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  could  give  us. 

In  conclusion,  he  deemed  the  testimony  to  estab- 
lish a perfect  alibi,  and  the  entire  and  complete  in- 
nocence of  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  Spencer  then  addressed  the  court  and  jury,  as 
follows: 

May  it  please  you,  honored  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I have  ever  arisen, 
having  in  charge  an  important  trial  or  defence — I can 
say  that  I feel  that  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  after 
the  testimony  has  been  closed,  is  entirely  a work  of 
supererogation— and  the  consciousness  that  it  is  so 
really  oppresses  me — it  seems  to  enervate  my  whole 
system,  and  1 really  feel  most  embarrassed  under  the 
circumstances  which  surround  me,  and  impel  me  to 


detain  a jury  whose  patience  has  been  already  large- 
ly drawn  upon,  by  commenting  on  evidence  when,  in 
my  deliberate  judgment,  that  evidence  has  already 
convinced  the  understanding  of  the  jury — and  that 
their  judgment  is  now  to  be  pronounced.  Still,  in 
this  I may  be  mistaken. 

It  is  very  possible  that  my  convictions  of  the  inno- 
cence of  McLeod  are  stronger  than  are  those  of  all 
or  any  other  individuals  who  may  not  have  been  so 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole  history  of  the 
case  as  I have  been.  It  is  because  I have  no  right  to 
remit  any  exertions  that  may  lead  to  the  develop- 
ment of  truth — the  establishment  of  the  innocence  of 
McLeod,  and  the  securing  of  a verdict  of  acquittal, 
that  I now  propose  to  trespass  on  your  patience  and 
submit  to  you  such  considerations  as  seem  to  be  wor- 
thy of  being  reflected  on  by  you — such  as  the  case 
calls  for — such  as  the  prisoner  has  a right  to  de- 
mand— and  such  as  our  state  and  common  country 
may  reasonably  expect. 

As  I took  occasion,  gentlemen,  to  remark  in  open- 
ing the  case,  and  as  the  evidence  has  now  fully  dis- 
closed, it  is  one  of  greater  importance  than  any  thing 
ever  brought  before  an  American  bar  for  trial.  A 
trial  involving  the  life  of  an  individual  is  at  all  times 
of  sufficient  interest  to  awaken  the  deepest  emotions 
of  the  human  heart:  but  we  must  consider  this  trial 
as  involving  other  interests,  lying  beyond  the  life  or 
death  of  Alexander  McLeod,  and  which  need  only  be 
referred  to,  to  awaken  deep  emotions  in  every  Ame- 
rican heart  that  throbs  in  an  American  bosom. 

On  you,  gentlemen,  after  all  that  is  to  be  said  by 
counsel  shall  have  been  uttered,  and  after  the  delive- 
ry of  his  honor’s  charge,  will  devolve  these  great  and 
responsible  duties.  On  you  rests  finally  the  whole, 
question,  and  to  you  alone  will  the  whole  country 
look  for  a proper  disposal  of  it. 

Your  duty,  until  you  come  to  a final  determination, 
is  that  of  patient  and  attentive  hearing — of  an  effort 
rightly  to  understand  all  that  can  be  said,  and  parti- 
cularly to  appreciate  all  that  may  have  been  proved. 
Patience  and  attention  are  your  first  duties,  and  af- 
terwards a careful,  deliberate,  anxious,  conscientious 
consideration  of  what  has  been  submitted  to  you;  and 
after  you  shall  have  retired  for  deliberation,  then  will 
come  the  time  when  the  great  responsibility  of  your 
position  will  devolve  upon  you. 

Our  duty,  as  counsel,  is  of  a different — altogether 
different  character — more  perplexing — more  excit- 
ing— more  vexatious — more  trying — save,  perhaps, 
when  compared  with  yours  in  finally  pronouncing  a 
verdict.  I allude  to  this  consideration  gentlemen, 
only  because  on  account  of  some  things  which  have 
occurred  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and  which  I 
would  have  rejoiced  to  have  seen  avoided.  It  is  very 
natural — it  is  very  proper — that  counsel  on  either  side, 
should  feel  much  in  reference  to  the  cause  which  has 
been  committed  to  their  charge.  It. is  fit  and  proper 
that  the  learned  counsel  who  have  conducted  the  pro- 
secution for  the  people  should  feel  anxious  for  the 
triumph  of  justice. 

It  is  natural,  too,  that  they  should  believe  the  truth 
of  the  case  that  they  have  spread  out  before  the  jury; 
it  is  natural  that  they  should  disbelieve  the  case  of 
the  prisoner.  On  the  other  hand  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  equally  natural  and  proper  that  the  coun- 
sel for  the  accused,  who  have  devoted  such  attention 
to  his  case  as  their  duty  required,  should  have  form- 
ed some  opinion  as  to  its  merits,  and  entertained  con- 
victions of  the  innocence  of  their  client.  And  that 
both  counsel  should  act  on  their  convictions  was 
natural;  and  that  they  should  believe  their  respec- 
tive sides  of  the  case  to  be  the  truth.  And  such  be- 
ing the  case,  the  only  alternative  for  counsel  was  to 
disbelieve  the  opposite  side  of  the  case— he  must 
believe  it  entirely  untrue,  if  not  entirely  false. 
Hence  it  will  have  been  observed  in  the  progress  of 
this  trial,  that  there  has  been  some  little  excite- 
ment— more  possibly  than  was  necessary — on  the  part 
of  counsel.  But  I hope,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that 
you  will  be  spared  all  your  lives  long  from  witnessing 
any  such  painful  occasion  for  excited  feeling  as  has 
been  manifested  on  this  trial. 

You  may  well  wish  always  to  remain  strangers  to 
the  anxieties  of  counsel  while  preparing  for  a trial  of 
this  description.  You  need  never  desire  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  sleepless  nights  and  anxious  days 
whicli  precede  the  commencement  of  a trial  like  this. 
I can  assure  you  the  discovery  would  afford  you  any- 
thing but  pleasure,  unless  your  pain  were  counterba- 
lanced by  the  satisfaction  resulting  from  the  con- 
sciousness of  being  instrumental  in  advancing  the 
cause  of  innocence  and  justice.  You  may  have  ob- 
served also  that  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  that  in  the 
examination  of  witnesses  there  may  have  seemed  a 
want  of  kindness  and  charity  toward  those  who  have 
been  called  to  sustain  this  prosecution — that  there 
may  have  been  a rigor  of  examination  to  which  wit- 
nesses should  not  be  subjected,  after  having  been 
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forced  by  the  mandate  of  the  law  to  appear  and  tes- 
tify. 

The  witness  very  properly  received  sympathy  from  j 
a jury.  To  that  we  do  not  object,  and  when  wit- 
nesses seemed  to  be  treated  with  unkindness,  with 
asperity,  even  with  rudeness,  it  is  very  natural  that 
the  sympathies  of  the  jury  should  be  excited  in  their 
behalf,  and  that  the  prejudices  of  the  jury  should 
be  roused  against  the  counsel  who  thus  roughly 
handle  them,  and  transcend  the  limits  of  their  duty. 
If  any  such  sentiments,  gentlemen,  have  been  origi- 
nated in  your  minds,  I ask  that  you  will  find  the  coun- 
sel’s apology  in  the  extraordinary  case  in  which  he 
has  been  engaged  and  which  is  submitted  to  your 
consideration,  and  that  you  will  have  less  sympathy 
for  the  witnesses  who  have  come  hear  to  swear 
away  the  prisoner’s  life  than  you  would  have  for  wit- 
nesses in  other  circumstances  and  on  a different  oc- 
casion. 

It  is  natural,  gentlemen,  too,  that  the  counsel  for 
the  prosecution  should  indulge  in  a firm  belief  on  the 
one  hand  of  the  truth  of  his  own  case  and  the  reverse 
of  ours.  But  I,  on  the  other  hand,  may  as  properly 
and  reasonably  entertain  a disbelief  of  the  case  of  my 
learned  adversary.  Both  cases  cannot  be  true;  both 
cannot  stand.  In  the  grapple  here  for  mastery,  one 
or  the  other  is  to  be  overthrown,  and  your  verdict  is 
to  declare  who  is  to  fall  and  who  is  to  stand  trium- 
phant, which  is  to  be  overthrown  and  which  is  to  re- 
main firm  as  the  rock  of  ages — as  truth  itself.  That’s 
the  point.  And  it  is  natural  I should  feel  warmly, 
and  so  act,  believe  our  case  to  be  the  truth,  and  the 
case  for  the  prosecution  to  be  not  only  untrue,  (which 
implies  only  mistake  or  misapprehension),  but  I am 
sorry  to  say,  utterly  false.  And  I desire,  you  gentle- 
men of  the  jury,  to  understand  that  word  in  its  legiti- 
mate and  strongest  acceptation. 

I believe  that  the  prosecution  has  been  sought  to 
be  upheld  by  a combination  of  the  rankest  perjury 
ever  brought  into  a court  of  justice  since  the  sun 
shone  in  Christendom;  in  a case,  too,  involving  not 
only  the  life  of  an  individual,  but  interests  of  the  great 
nations  in  - two  hemispheres  that  hold  the  highest 
rank  in  the  map  of  the  world,  two  nations  bound,  in 
the  strongest  ties,  inhabited  by  races  speaking  the 
same  language — one  common  people,  kith  and  kin;  I 
do  not  shrink  from  saying  that  the  sole  object  of 
this  prosecution  has  been  to  involve  these  countries 
in  a bloody  war;  and  believing  that,  I confess  I have 
felt  but  little  charity  for  the  witnesses  brought  to 
sustain  it,  and  my  conduct  has  doubtless  manifested 
as  little  tenderness  as  I felt.  This,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  is  my  apology. 

The  learned  gentlemen  then  referred  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  supreme  court,  which  had  excluded  the 
question  arising  out  of  the  principles  of  internation- 
al law  as  applicable  to  the  defence  of  the  prisoner. 
By  that  decision  the  learned  judge  who  now  pre- 
sided over  the  deliberations  had  declared  himself  to 
be  bound. 

Of  this  decision,  Mr.  Spencer  did  not  complain, 
nor  was  it  expected  by  him.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  his  honor,  and  with  the  uniform  defence  with 
which  he  had  all  times  regarded  the  decisions  of  the 
supreme  court. 

But  though  thus  deprived  of  this  ground  of  de- 
fence, they  were  not  without  defence  on  another 
ground.  In  the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  court,  he  had  no  belief;  and  as  a member  of 
the  bar,  and  an  American  citizen,  he  protested  against 
it,  as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  to  the 
laws  of  reason;  and  he  regretted  it  had  ever  been 
put  forth  as  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  this 
state,  on  affairs  growing  out  of  the  intercourse  of 
nations. 

To  that  opinion,  however,  he  should,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  trial,  pay  all  due  deference  and  respect. 
Should  the  result  of  this  trial,  however,  render  it  ne- 
cessary, he  should  before  another  tribunal,  as  he  uni- 
formly does  elsewhere,  strongly  and  decidedly  oppose 
that  opinion,  and  have  it  renewed,  and,  he  doubted 
not,  reversed. 

Mr.  Spencer  then  passed  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  defence — the  proof  as  to  the  participation  of  Mc- 
Leod in  the  Caroline  expedition,  and  of  his  absence 
from  it.  Before  entering  upon  a review  of  that  proof, 
Mr.  Spencer  adverted  to  the  fact  that  as  long  ago  as 
an  entire  year,  the  whole  testimony  for  the  defence 
was  within  the  knowledge  of  the  prosecuting  coun- 
sel and  the  world;  while  with  him  and  his  learned 
associates,  all  was  darkness  and  night,  not  only  what 
was  the  proof  to  be  brought  to  uphold  the  prose- 
cution, or  who  were  to  be  the  witnesses;  which  wit- 
nesses had  long  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  commu- 
nication with  each  other,  and  with  the  prosecuting 
counsel. 

And  he  moreover  believed  that  these  witnesses  had 
been  congregating  together  in  committee  rooms,  and 
there  canvassing  their  own  testimony  and  the  testi- 
mony and  disposition  to  be  brought  before  the  court 


and  jury  in  support  of  the  defence.  In  these  pro- 
ceedings, however,  Mr.  Spencer  did  not  believe  the 
attorney  general,  or  either  of  the  learned  gentlemen 
associated  with  him  had  any  participation.  But  if 
any  within  the  sound  of  his  voice  supposed  that  the 
four  learned  counsel  who  appeared  here  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  constituted  all  the  legal  gentle- 
men who  had  applied  their  talents  and  energies  to  the 
preparation  and  support  of  this  prosecution,  he  would 
tell  him  he  was  wofully  mistaken. 

Able  as  are  the  gentlemen  opposed,  before  this 
court,  they  constituted  but  a corporal’s  guard  to  the 
whole  array  that  has  been  engaged  in  this  labor — the 
object  of  which  array  was  not  for  furtherance  of  jus- 
tice as  between  McLeod  and  the  people,  or  the  taking 
of  the  life  of  McLeod  individually,  as  to  the  fomen- 
tation of  disturbances;  and  the  promotion  of  a war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain.  If  proof  was 
wanted  of  the  existence  of  this  legal  combination  it 
could  be  proved  abundantly  in  the  number  of  wit- 
nesses that  had  been  brought  forward  to  swear  away 
the  life  of  McLeod,  who  had  sprung  up  like  fibres, 
from  where  nobody  knew,  or  how  collected,  nobody 
could  explain. 

Time  and  again  had  this  charge  been  examined  by 
magistrates  at  the  west,  and  amongst  the  whole  array 
of  thirty  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  scarce  any  of 
them  appeared  originally  as  witnesses  against  Mc- 
Leod at  those  examinations.  These  facts  alone,  did 
no  others  exist,  sufficiently  indicated  the  extent  of 
combination  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  in  sup- 
port of  this  prosecutiop — aided  by  secret  societies  and 
combinations  with  contributions  of  money,  personal 
services,  food,  raiment  and  other  necessaries  that 
could  be  found  required. 

Most  if  not  all  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  be- 
longed to  these  societies,  and  deserved  no  credit  in 
the  estimation  of  any  intelligent  jury  or  of  any  rea- 
sonable man. 

Mr.  Spencer  then  proceeded  to  a review  of  the 
testimony,  passing  over,  at  a glance,  those  who  tes- 
tified only  as  to  the  particulars  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline.  These  witnesses,  Mr.  Spencer  contend- 
ed, were  at  least  interested  at  heart  for  the  success 
of  this  prosecution;  and  he  dwelt  with  great  severity 
upon  the  reluctance  with  which  the  witness  Wells 
was  compelled,  on  his  cross  examination,  to  admit 
facts  which  he  assiduously  sought  to  conceal.  But  even 
the  testimony  of  these  witnesses,  and  of  Mr.  Wells 
in  particular,  Mr.  Spencer  contended  was  not  entitled 
to  the  slightest  belief. 

Mr.  Spencer  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  testi- 
mony intended  to  connect  the  prisoner  with  the  mur- 
der of  Durfee;  and  he  passed  in  scrutinizing  review, 
and  with  most  ingenious  and  able  criticism,  these 
witnesses  and  their  testimony  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  called  by  the  attorney  general.  The  whole 
mass  of  their  testimony,  in  all  its  material  points,  the 
learned  gentleman  pronounced,  and  endeavored  to 
convince  the  jury,  was  a continuous  detail  of  perjury 
upon  perjury — interspersed  only  with  an  occasional 
truth,  few  and  far  between,  to  give  their  falsehoods 
credence  with  the  jury. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  the  testimony  of  the 
witness,  Parke,  relative  to  the  boastful  assertions  of 
McLeod  as  to  the  fatal  agency  he  had  in  the  burning 
I of  the  Caroline  and  the  murder  of  Durfee,  Mr.  Spen- 
! cer  attributed  all  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  Parke, 
j as  to  such  boasts,  to  what  he  had  read  in  the  newspa- 
i pers,  and  falsely  brought,  in  his  testimony  as  so  much 
; truth,  known  of  his  own  personal  knowledge. 

As  to  those  boastful  assertions,  Mr.  Spencer  de- 
clared, on  the  authority  of  McLeod,  had  never  been 
made  by  the  prisoner;  and  the  publications  of  such 
declarations  had  at  all  times  been  a matter  of  perfect 
surprise  to  McLeod.  As  the  counsel  of  the  prisoner, 
he  had  uniformly  advised  him,  and  indeed,  had  been 
obliged  to  order  him,  not  to  reply  to  and  refute  those 
publications  while  a prisoner  awaiting  trial;  but  to 
leave  its  refutation  to  the  developments  of  the  trial. 

I Mr.  Spencer  was  still  proceeding  with  his  exami- 
nation of  the  testimony,  which  the  court  adjourned  to 
dinner. 

Two  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  court  room,  on  the  reassem- 
bling after  dinner,  was  densely  thronged  with  specta- 
tors, nearly  half  of  whom  were  ladies,  who  presented  a 
splendid  array  of  “youth,  beauty  and  fashion,”  and 
who  paid  great  attention  to  the  display  of  eloquence, 
(he  anticipation  of  which  had  attracted  them  to  the 
i court  room.  After  a few  preliminary  remarks,  Mr. 
Spencer  resumed  his  criticism  of  the  testimony  and 
| the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  with  whom  and 
| with  which  he  dealt  with  the  most  unsparing 
| severity. 

S In  the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  the  character  of 
i the  witnesses  and  their  testimony,  Mr.  Spencer  intro- 
duced a withering  rebuke  of  the  “insurgents”  and 
1 “patriots”  engaged  in  fomenting  the  border  troubles 
1 — some  of  which  he  directed  particularly  to  certain 
' participants  in  those  troubles  here  present,  and  with- 


in the  scope  of  his  sight — (to  wit:  Mr.  McKenzie, 
Dr.  Theller  and  Gen.  Sutherland). 

After  expressing  his  full  confidence  in  the  jury,  and 
his  satisfaction  that  to  the  central  county  of  the  great 
state  of  New  York  should  belong  the  honor  of  freeing 
an  innocent  man  from  the  fangs  of  an  iniquitous 
conspiracy,  and  complimenting  his  colleagues,  the 
learned  gentleman  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  evi- 
dence for  the  defence. 

He  contended  that  he  had  amply  demonstrated  by 
that  evidence  where  McLeod  was  not,  and  secondly 
where  he  was  on  that  eventful  night.  The  result 
which  he  arrived  at,  and  which,  as  he  deemed,  the 
jury  must  inevitably  arrive  at,  was  that  all  the  testi- 
mony which  went  to  show  that  McLeod  was  either  in 
the  expedition  against  the  Caroline  or  at  Chippewa 
on  that  night,  was  not  only  false,  but  wilfully  false; 
and  that  the  testimony  which  proved  that  McLeod 
was  on  that  night  miles  from  Chippewa,  and  at  the 
house  of  Captain  Morrison,  was  the  only  testimony  to 
that  point  that  was  true  testimony — the  only  testimo- 
ny entitled  to  the  credence  of  the  jury,  and  upon 
which  they  were  bound  to  find  a verdict  of  acquittal. 

Mr.  Jenkins  then  rose  and  addressed  the  jury  for 
the  prosecution.  He  would,  he  said  attempt  to  go 
over  the  whole  ground  travelled  over  by  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  defence;  for  he  had  yet  to  learn  that 
imaginary  facts  and  fictitious  circumstances,  instead 
of  the  true  state  of  a case,  as  presented  by  the  facts 
laid  down  before  a jury  in  the  shape  of  testimony, 
were  the  grounds  upon  which  the  merits  of  a prose- 
cution were  to  be  the  criterion  of  judgment  for  a 
jury.  Indeed,  so  far  had  his  learned  opponent  tra- 
velled out  of  the  case,  as  it  stood  before  the  court 
and  jury,  that  for  his  part  he  should  have  thought 
the  learned  gentleman  had  supposed  he  had  been 
talking  to  people  in  England  instead  of  people  of 
America. 

.With  this  preface,  Mr.  Jenkins  introduced  the 
character,  extent,  &c.  of  the  border  troubles  which 
preceded  the  tragical  events  which  gave  rise  to  this 
prosecution.  And  here  he  would  remark,  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  character  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  assailed  here  and  elsewhere, 
by  reason  of  the  part  taken  by  comparatively  but  a 
handful  of  her  citizens  in  these  troubles,  that  is  a 
matter  as  much  to  the  honor  of  the  American  public 
as  it  is  strange  in  fact,  that  out  of  a population  of 
some  seventeen  millions,  Only  two  or  three  hundred 
could  be  found  to  embark  in  an  enterprise  surround- 
ed, as  it  was,  by  the  most  moving  appeals  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  human  heart. 

Of  the  facts  and  circumstances  immediately  pre- 
ceding and  leading  to  the  running  of  the  Caroline  to 
Navy  Island  and  Schlosser,  her  almost  immediate 
destruction,  and  of  the  probable  participation  of  the 
prisoner  in  that  event,  Mr.  Jenkins  presented  a brief 
but  graphic  recapitulation;  and  then  passed  to  a re- 
view of  the  testimony  that  has  been  adduced  on  both 
sides,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  participation  of  the 
prisoner  in  that  tragedy.  The  general  and  wholesale 
aspersions  cast  by  the  learned  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  upon  the  whole 
array  of  witnesses,  for  the  prosecution,  was  unworthy 
of  reply;  but  so  far  as  he  sought  to  destroy  their  tes- 
timony by  argument  and  the  contradictions  elicited 
from  the  prisoner’s  witnesses,  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  meet  by  such  argument  as  was  within  the  scope 
of  his  humble  abilities,  and  such  evidence  as  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  had  placed  within  his 
reach. 

The  learned  gentleman  also  alluded  to  the  asser- 
tions of  Mr.  Spencer  relative. to  the  number  and  des- 
perate character  of  those  whom,  as  he  alleged,  had 
taken  a deep  interest  in  fishing  up  testimony  to  sus- 
tain the  prosecution,  and  collecting  witnesses  in  that 
behalf,  wherever  they  could  be  found;  and  admitting 
all  his  learned  opponent  had  said  was  true — which 
it  was  not — be  contended  that,  as  compared  with 
those  who,  with  the  prisoner,  were  engaged  in  the 
Caroline  expedition,  and,  since  then,  with  their  col- 
leagues and  kindred  spirits,  in  unremitted,  reckless 
and  desperate  efforts  to  rescue  their  associate  in 
crime,  and  cruelty — the  prisoner  at  the  bar — from 
the  hands  of  justice — in  such  a comparison,  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  asked,  on  which  side  desperation  and 
recklessness  to  truth  would  stand  out  the  most  glar- 
ing and  unquestionable. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  interrupted  at  the  close  of  this 
branch  of  his  arguments  by  an  adjournment  of  the 
court  to 

Seven  o'clock — At  which  hour  the  court  reassem- 
| bled,  and  a dense  audience  collected — of  whom,  not- 
j withstanding  a severe  rain  had  set  in,  a large  share 
I were  ladies. 

I Order  being  obtained,  Mr.  Jenkins  proceeded  with 
! his  argument,  in  the  course  of  which  he  severely  ani- 
madverted upon  the  insinuation  thrown  into  his  argu- 
: ment  by  his  learned  opponent,  (Mr.  Spencer)  for  the 
intimidation  of  the  jury,  that  a verdict  of  guilty,  from 
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them,  would  certainly  involve  the  country  in  a san- 
guinary war  with  Great  Britain. 

That  insinuation,  and  the  intimidation  it  was  meant 
to  produce,  the  learned  speaker  assured  the  jury  it 
was  their  duty — a duty  rendered  incumbent  upon 
them  by  their  oaths  as  jurors,  by  their  honors  as 
American  citizens,  and  by  their  national  pride  and 
sense  Cf  rational  justice — to  throw  to  the  winds;  and 
to  be  governed,  in  the  finding  of  their  verdict,  by  no 
extraneous  considerations,  and  be  influenced  by  no 
consideration  not  expressed  in  the  oath  they  had  ta- 
ken to  render  a verdict  in  accordance  with  the  tes- 
timony, and  influenced  by  the  testimony  alone.  This 
duty  they  owed  to  their  country — they  had  sworn  to 
their  country  to  perform  it — and  to  their  country 
they  must  leave  the  consequences,  be  they  what  they 
may. 

From  these  remarks,  Mr.  Jenkins  passed  on  to  the 
consideration  of  the  testimony  adduced  in  behalf  of 
the  prisoner — pointing  out  its  discrepancies,  and  ar- 
guing upon  what  he  deemed  its  contradictory  por- 
tions, its  incongruities,  and  its  fallacies.  From 
the  restrictions  which  are  placed  upon  the  mode  of 
taking  testimony  by  commission,  he  showed  that, 
under  the  commissions  taken  out  for  taking  the 
documentary  evidence  in  Canada,  produced  upon 
this  trial,  that  the  prosecution  labored  under  great 
disadvantage,  and  that,  from  the  necessary  formation 
of  the  interrogatories  here,  it  was  within  the  power 
of  the  witness  to  withhold  much,  very  much,  of  the 
important  matter  that  a personal  examination  on  the 
witness  stand  in  court  would  compel  to  disclose. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  12,  1841,  (2  o’clock).  As  it  was 
known  that  Judge  Gridley  would  charge  the  jury  this 
afternoon,  the  court  house  was  crowded  with  anxious 
auditors,  a large  proportion  of  them  being  ladies,  who 
presented  an  ample  display  of  beauty  and  intelligence, 
many  of  them  being  fair  enough  to  excite  one  sigh 
when  we  reflected  that  in  all  probability  we  would 
never  again  look  on  their  lovely  faces. 

At  a few  minutes  after  two  o’clock  Judge  Gridley 
rose  and  delivered  the  following 

CHARGE. 

Gentlemen  cf  the  jury: 

I congratulate  you  on  your  having  at  length  arrived 
at  the  present  stage  of  this  long  protracted  trial.  After 
your  patience  having  been  draw  n upon  for  six  days  in 
listening  to  the  trial,  and  a day  and  a half  in  hearing 
the  arguments  of  counsel,  you  have  at  last  arrived  at 
that  period  where  you  are  called  on  to  discharge  the 
last  and  deeply  solemn  duty  which  devolves  upon  you. 

I congratulate  you,  also,  upon  the  auspicious  circum- 
stances under  which  you  approach  the  performance 
of  this  duty. 

We  know,  it  is  true,  that  a deep  and  fervid  interest 
is  felt  in  this  case  throughout  the  entire  land;  we  are 
also  aware  that  a portion  of  the  public  press  has  from 
the  commencement  of  this  controversy  teemed  with 
inflammatory  and  passionate  articles.  We  have  like- 
wise heard  of  popular  commotions  in  various  parts  of 
the  county  where  the  indictment  against  the  prisoner 
was  found.  Still,  though  these  disturbing  influences 
may  prevail  elsewhere,  we  can  at  least  say  that  they 
have  not  entered  the  solemn  temple  of  justice.  If 
the  waves  of  excited  popular  feeling  have  swept  along 
in  other  quarters,  they  have  not  reached  the  portals 
of  this  building,  consecrated  as  it  is  to  the  faithful 
administration  of  that  justice  to  which  the  people  and 
the  prisoner  alike  appeal. 

During  the  proceedings  here,  it  may  also  be  re- 
marked, we  have  seen  attentive  auditors  in  the  per- 
sons of  loyal  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  not  long 
since  were  in  arms  in  defence  of  their  soil,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  had  the  presence  of  more  than 
one  distinguished  actor  in  the  scenes  of  blood  and 
suffering  connected  with  the  recent  abortive  attempt 
at  revolution  in  the  Canadian  provinces;  yet  these  in- 
dividuals, as  well  as  others  who  have  been  present, 
must  have  been  deeply  interested  auditors  and  spec- 
tators of  w'hat  has  occurred,  not  a single  murmur  has 
been  heard — not  a single  ebullition  of  excited  feeling 
has  escaped. 

All  has  been  quietness  and  good  order,  and  a signal 
proof  has  been  given  that  here  is  a spot  where  justice 
can  be  purely  administered,  and  thathere,  if  no  where 
else,  the  decision  of  an  upright,  intelligent,  and  ho- 
nest jury  will  be  acknowledged  sovereign  and  su- 
preme. It  is  under  these  auspicious  circumstances 
that  I invite  you,  gentlemen,  to  the  questions  connect- 
ed with  this  great  and  important  case. 

Allow  me  to  offer  a single  additional  passing  remark 
and  it  is  this:  in  order  to  appreciate  properly  the 
questions  on  which  you  are  to  pronounce  your  judg- 
ment, it  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  keep  your 
minds  entirely  unembarrassed  by  the  consideration  of 
other  matters  which  have  in  reality  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  case. 

The  counsel  on  one  side  ar.d  the  other,  as  it  was 
their  duty  and  right,  have  presented  such  arguments 
»nd  discussed  such  topics  as  they  deemed  likely  to 


serve  the  interests  of  the  parties  whom  they  repre- 
sent. But  the  tribunal  which  tries  has  also  duties  to 
perform,  altogether  different  from  those  incumbent  on 
the  advocates  intrusted  with  the  interests  of  those 
who  are  placed  at  its  bar.  The  case  of  this  prisoner, 
gentlemen,  I may  simply  say,  is  to  be  tried  like  that 
of  any  other  person  indicted  for  the  same  offence. 

The  first  question  is,  has  any  murder  been  commit- 
ted? and  the  second  question  is — is  prisoner  at  the  bar 
guilty  of  that  murder? 

On  the  first  question,  gentlemen,  the  supreme  court 
of  this  state,  as  you  have  already  learned,  during  the 
progress  of  the  trial,  have  passed.  Their  authority 
is  binding  on  you  and  me.  We  are  sitting  here  to 
dispense  justice  in  the  circuit  court,  and  must  be  go- 
verned by  the  decision  of  that  superior  tribunal,  which 
has  sent  down  this  issue  to  be  tried  here.  That  then 
is  no  longer  an  open  question,  but  an  adjudicated  one, 
and  with  it  you  have  no  concern. 

The  circumstances  out  of  which  this  indictment 
originates  are  briefly  these:  In  December,  1837,  a 
body  of  Canadian  refugees  and  American  citizens  oc- 
cupied Navy  Island — fortified  themselves  there,  and 
opened  a cannonade  upon  the  Canadian  main  shore, 
where  some  2,500  or  3,000  men  were  assembled  to 
protect  their  territory.  Ard  was  offered  to  these  oc- 
cupants of  Navy  Island  by  certain  individuals  in  Buf- 
falo; and  one  William  Wells,  tiie  owner  of  the  steam- 
boat Caroline,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  his  own 
interests,  as  he  swears  before  you,  had  the  steamboat 
cut  out  from  the  ice  where  it  lay  in  Buffalo  Creek, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  December — the 
fatal — that  boat  made  her  first  trip  from  Buffalo  to 
Schlosser,  touching  at  Navy  Island;  and  that  after 
that,  on  the  same  day,  she  made  two  trips  to  Navy 
Island  from  Schlosser — that  it  was  instrumental  in 
carrying  armed  men — arms — provisions — and  one 
piece  of  ordnance  to  Navy  Island. 

Farther  than  this  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Caro- 
line was  instrumental  in  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  occupants  of  Navy  Island.  Now  the  colonial  au- 
thorities in  Canada  saw  fit  to  regard  this  boat  as  a 
portion  of  the  armament  of  the  insurgents,  and  re- 
solved to  destroy  her.  Sir  Allan  McNab,  the  com- 
mander of  the  provincial  forces  at  Chippewa,  ordered 
volunteers  to  embark  in  boats,  of  which  five  reached 
the  Caroline,  and  from  them  she  was  boarded,  whilst 
her  peaceful  occupants  were  asleep  in  her  berths,  and 
with  cutlasses,  boarding  pikes  and  fire  arms,  the  at- 
tacking party  chased  the  persons  on  board,  wounding 
some,  killing  one,  and  whether  others  experienced  the 
same  fate  we  know  not,  and  then  having  set  fire  to 
the  boat,  the  attacking  parly  sent  her  over  the  Falls. 

This  is  a brief  history  of  the  transaction  so  far  as 
it  is  necessary  for  you  to  consider  it  for  the  purpose  of 
understanding  and  disposing  of  this  case.  The  acts 
I have  described  are  held  by  the  prisoner’s  counsel  to 
have  been  excused  in  the  individual  performing  them 
for  the  reason,  first,  because  these  acts  were  autho- 
rized, and  secondly,  because  done  in  self  defence, 
and  again,  because  the  whole  transaction  has  already 
become  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two 
governments,  so  as  to  deprive  the  court  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  offence. 

These  arguments  have  been  laid  before  the  supreme 
court,  and  that  court,  after  great  research  and  delibe- 
rate consideration,  pronounced  that  this  act  of  the 
killing  of  Durfee,  although  performed  in  the  prose- 
cution of  an  enterprise  like  that  I have  already  de- 
scribed, was  murder,  and  it  follows  then,  gentlemen, 
that  all  who  were  engaged  in  it  are  guilty  of  the  same 
offence,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  arm  of  Mc- 
Leod should  have  struck  the  fatal  blow,  to  render 
him  guilty.  Enough  that  he  was  engaged  with  others 
in  that  enterprise.  This  question  then  is  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  your  consideration.  It  has,  it  is  true, 
been  dwelt  on  by  counsel  on  both  sides  in  their  open- 
ing addresses,  and  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 

1 refer  to  it  however  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been 
already  adjudicated  on  and  is  set  at  rest. 

Then  comes  the  question,  the  important  question, 
on  which  you  are  to  pass — is  Alexander  McLeod 
guilty  of  that  murder?  The  counsel  for  the  people 
have  presented  many  witnesses  before  you,  the  ten- 
dency of  whose  testimony  has  been  to  show  that  the 
prisoner  is  guilty,  and  in  order,  gentlemen,  that  you 
may  understand  and  appreciate  this  testimony,  1 shall 
briefly  place  it  reviewed  before  you.  I shall  divide 
it  into  two  classes — the  first  branch  embracing  the 
direct  and  circumstantial  evidence,  other  than  that 
arising  from  confessions  connecting  the  prisoner 
with  this  charge — the  second  class  of  evidence  will 
consist  entirely  of  confessions. 

The  first  witness,  gentlemen,  who  has  testified 
before  you  is  Gilman  Appleby.  He  is  the  only 
witness  who  was  on  board  of  the  boat  at  the  time  of 
the  attack.  Fie  was  the  captain  of  the  boat — he 
slept  in  the  gentlemen’s  cabin — he  was  awake  a 
little  before  midnight,  as  he  thinks  by  information 
that  there  were  boats  approaching — he  arose  and  par- 


tially dressed,  made  his  way  up  the  stairs  till  he  found 
his  further  progress  arrested — he  returned,  but  again 
returned,  and  had  opened  the  door  about  a foot  when 
it  wras  violently  pushed  open  by  some  one  outside, 
who  then  made  a plunge  at  him  with  a sword,  which 
glanced  along  two  of  the  vest  buttons  and  struck 
against  the  metal  button  of  his  pantaloons. 

lie  was  considerably  excited,  but  in  that  momen- 
tary glance  he  saw  the  features  of  the  man  thus  at- 
tacking him,  and  his  impression  then  rvas  that  the 
individual  was  Alexander  McLeod ; but  with  all 
commendable  prudence  and  caution — for  which  I 
honor  him — that  witness  says  that  amid  the  agitation 
of  that  moment,  and  in  that  hasty  glance,  which 
passed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  he  cannot  say  that 
it  was  McLeod.  He  had  once  before  seen  the  pri- 
soner in  Buffalo,  and  it  struck  him  at  the  time  that 
his  appearance  was  similar  to  the  individual  who 
thrust  at  him,  but  it  was  only  one  hurried  glance, 
and  he  immediately  replied  to  the  question  of  coun- 
sel, when  on  the  stand  here,  that  he  could  not  say 
that  it  was  Alexander  McLeod. 

The  next  witness  is  Samuel  Brown.  He  resided 
at  Chippewa,  and  was  engaged  in  tending  bar  for  one 
Smith  who  kept  a tavern  there,  and  he  says  he  went 
up  on  the  evening  of  this  transaction  to  what  is  call- 
ed the  “Cut,”  and  up  the  Niagara  river — that  he  was 
at  the  entrance  of  this  “cut” — that  he  was  at  the 
beacon-light — saw  the  boats  passing  into  the  “Cut” — 
and  then  he  thinks  he  recognised  McLeod  among 
the  party  embarking  in  the  boats — it  was  dark — but 
the  witness  expressed  the  certainty  of  his  belief  that 
he  then  and  there  saw  the  prisoner.  He  says  he 
went  from  there  to  Davis’s  tavern,  where  a portion 
of  these  persons  came,  and  there  by  a light  which 
shone  from  within  the  bar-room — or  by  a light  out 
on  the  stoop,  although  he  cannot  remember  any 
light  hanging  out  there — he  professes  to  have  seen 
there  again  Alexander  McLeod. 

He  then  says  that  the  next  morning,  gentlemen, 
betwen  daylight  and  sunrise,  he  heard  some  of  the 
men  in  the  tavern  talking  of  McLeod  being  wound- 
ed, and  was  over  on  the  opposite  stoop — the  witness 
looked  across,  he  said,  and  then  thought  he  again  re- 
cognised McLeod.  He  says  he  went  over  to  see  whe- 
ther McLeod  was  wounded — he  saw  no  one  appa- 
rently wounded,  and  did  not  see  him.  He  was  then 
inquired  of  in  relation  to  the  degree  of  certainty 
with  which  he  could'say  that  the  man  whom  he  saw 
was  McLeod — and  he  said  in  reply  that  “he  saw  a 
man  whom  he  called  McLeod.”  Another  question 
was  put  to  him,  and  he  then  said  “I  mean  that  I am 
sure  that  it  was  McLeod,  as  that  he  now  sits  before 
me.” 

That  is,  gentlemen,  his  testimony.  He  submitted  - 
to  a long  cross-examination;  and  how  far  it  went  to 
shake  your  confidence  in  his  statements,  it  is  your 
province,  gentlemen,  to  decide.  There  is,  however, 
one  consideration  which  I will  submit  to  you.  It 
is  this,  that  when  you  arc  to  judge  of  the  credit  to  be 
attached  to  the  testimony  of  a witness,  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  you  should  observe  his  manner  on  the 
stand;  the  degree  of  intelligence  which  he  exhibits; 
the  amount  of  powers  of  observation  and  accuracy  of 
recollection;  and  having  done  so,  you  are  to  decide 
whether  his  answers  satisfy  you  that  he  is  honest, 
and  on  the  whole  whether  his  statements  are  of 
such  a character,  when  taken  all  in  all,  that  you  can 
rely  upon  them;  and  if  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  you 
altogether,  you  must  decide  in  how  far  you  should  al- 
low, what  degree  of  confidence  you  must  repose  in 
his  testimony,  and  that  you  will  bestow  on  it,  and  no 
mere. 

It  is  argued  by  the  prisoner’s  counsel  that  the  de- 
gree of  darkness  which  prevailed  then,  and  is  testified 
to  was  such  as  made  it  exceedingly  rash  for  this 
witness  to  pronounce  so  confidently  that  he  was  able 
to  recognise  McLeod  as  well  there  as  here  to  day. 

It  is  also  argued  that  he  stands  before  you  impeach- 
ed as  to  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity.  And 
to  sustain  this  impeachment  a witness  has  been  call- 
ed and  has  appeared  before  you  and  testified  that 
he  lives  near  the  residence  of  this  witness,  aud  he 
says  that  he  heard  him  speaking  on  this  subject,  I think 
at  some  former  period,  when  subpoenaed,  and  among 
other  things  he  said  he  knew  nothing  in  reference  to 
this  matter  that  could  do  McLeod  any  harm  or  any 
good. 

The  statement  which  he  makes  of  what  he  said  is 
somewhat  qualified.  It  is  remarked  on  the  other  hand 
that  witnesses  who  are  subpoenaed  frequently  make 
careless  observations,  and  that  this  person  being  a poor 
man,  might  wish  to  avoid  attendance  on  this  trial. — 
This  is  very  true  that  persons  often  make  careless  re- 
marks, and  had  Drown  made  such  a statement  in  pre- 
sence of  any  one  who  could  have  excused  him  from  at- 
tending here,  then  the  picaof  counsel  would  have  been 
entitled  to  greater  regard  from  you. 

If  in  truth  the  facts  which  he  has  here  stated  were 
remembered  by  him  at  that  time,  then  they  were  all 
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facts  material,  and  he  could  not  have  said,  consistent- 
ly with  truth,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  harm  or  benefit  the  prisoner.  This  gen- 
tlemen, is  the  extent  of  that  individual’s  testimony. 
You  are  to  take  it  into  your  consideration,  and  are 
to  exercise  your  judgment  in  reference  to  the  effect 
it  may  have  in  detracting  from  your  confidence  in 
the  evidence  of  Drown.  I may  add  that,  in  order  to 
restore  your  confidence  in  Drown,  Bates  was  question- 
ed, and  in  reply  stated  that  that  individual’s  character 
for  veracity  had  latterly  improved — that  formerly  he 
had  been  an  intemperate  man;  but  he  was  now  re- 
formed. 

The  next  witness,  gentlemen,  is  Isaac  P.  Carson — 
he  is  a native  of  this  state,  a carpenter  by  trade;  he 
had  been  at  Chippewa  in  prosecution  of  his  business; 
he  testifies  that  he  was  at  Macklin’s  store  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  29th  of  December,  1837;  that  he  there 
saw  Mogin,  Usher,  and  the  prisoner  passing  out  of 
Davis’;  that  he  also  saw  him  next  morning  at  sunrise 
with  others,  on  the  “stoop;”  that  he  was  at  some  little 
distance;  that  he  could  see  only  his  head  and  shoul- 
ders; that  he  was  telling  of  his  exploits,  and  saying 

that  he  had  killed  a d d Yankee;  that  he  saw  him 

again  two  or  three  days  afterwards;  that  he  then  said 
he  would  like  to  be  on  another  such  expedition,  and 
burn  Buffalo. 

This  is  an  analysis  of  this  witness’  testimony,  which 
is  spread  over  several  pages  of  my  minutes.  You  will 
recollect,  gentlemen,  this  witness’  testimony,  on  his 
cross-examination,  and  will  judge  how  far  that  weak- 
ened the  force  of  the  statements  made  by  him  on 
his  nicer  examination.  There  is  one  point,  however, 
that  demands,  your  particular  attention.  This  wit- 
ness was  inquired  of  as  to  who  else  were  present  when 
he  heard  McLeod  flourishing  and  boasting  of  his  having 
killed  a Yankee.  At  first,  the  witness  could  not  re- 
collect any  one;  at  last,  he  said  he  could  name  one 
Caswell. 

He  was  then  asked  whether  he  was  present  at  this 
trial,  and  he  said  yes.  He  was  then  asked  when  it 
first  occurred  to  him  that  he  saw  Caswell  there  that 
morning,  and  he  confessed  that  it  was  that  very  mo- 
ment. The  cross-examination  was  protracted,  and 
in  the  course  of  it,  it  came  out  that  he  had  conversed 
with  Caswell  as  late  as  the  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  he  testified  on  the  stand  before  you;  that  they 
talked  of  the  affair  of  the  Caroline,  and  that  Caswell 
informed  him  that  he  was  there  that  morning.  It 
may  be  that  that  was  all  true,  and  that  it  really  did 
not  occur  to  him  that  Caswell  was  there,  till  the  mo- 
ment the  question  was  put  to  him.  But  you  are  to 
judge  of  that. 

The  next  witness  is  Charles  Parkes,  barkeeper 
at  Davis’  tavern.  He  testifies  that  the  prisoner 
went  to  bed  at  Davis’  tavern  early  in  the  day,  and 
got  up  between  8 and  9 o’clock  in  the  evening — that 
a gentleman  called  for  him  and  he  went  out— that 
half  an  hour  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after- 
wards he  saw  him  between  Davis’  and  the  Chippewa 
creek — that  a good  many  people  were  on  the  road— 
that  McLeod  went  into  one  of  the  boats — that  at 
about  sunrise  the  next  morning  he  saw  him  at  Da- 
vis’— that  he  again  saw  him  a few  days  afterwards 
in  the  officers’  mess  room,  and  there  heard  him  say 
that  he  had  killed  a d— d Yankee — or  something  to 
that  effect. 

At  the  close  of  his  examination  this  witness  was 
asked  whether  he  could  say  with  considerable  cer- 
tainty that  he  saw  McLeod  at  the  “cut,”  and  he  said 
he  could — he  was  asked  further  and  he  said  he  had 
no  doubt  of  it— he  also  states  that  it  was  pretty  dark 
that  night — and  testifies  also  to  other  things,  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  contends 
you  should  take  his  testimony  with  considerable  grains 
of  allowance — he  testifies  as  to  his  knowledge  of  Mc- 
Leod, and  among  other  things,  says  that  he  once 
went  to  see  him  in  company  with  a brother-in-law, 
whom  he  accompanied  as  a witness,  in  case  his  evi- 
dence was  necessary — that  money  w'as  paid  to  Mc- 
Leod— but  although  he  went  as  a witness,  he  cannot 
recollect  the  amount  of  the  money  paid  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

It  is  also  argued  that  this  witness  tells  a very  ex- 
traordinary story  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  been  induced  to  appear  here — that  he  started 
from  home  to  make  certain  purchases  in  Buffalo — 
that  he  suspected  some  one  who  accosted  him  on 
the  way  with  the  design  of  arresting  him  to  ensure 
his  attendance  as  a witness  on  this  trial — that  he  re- 
turned home — again  set  out,  and  was  arrested  in 
Buffalo  before  he  had  time  to  transact  any  busi- 
ness— that  further,  he  was  ignorant  of  the  laws  of 
this  state,  and  was  so  frightened  by  the  alleged  repre- 
sentations of  Mr.  Plawley  that  he  (Mr.  PI.)  had  pow- 
er to  enforce  his  attendance  here,  that  he  consented 
to  come.  , 

All  this  may  or  may  not  be  the  truth.  This  witness 
also  testifies  that  he  was  solicited  to  come  here  by 


persons  religiously  opposed  to  bearing  arms.  Now, 
gentlemen,  I have  no  opinion  to  express  on  these  mat- 
ters. You  are  the  sole  judges  of  this  testimony,  and 
with  you  I leave  it. 

The  next  witness  is  Caswell — he  whom  Carson 
spoke  of,  and  he  testifies  in  substance  that  he  also  saw 
McLeod  that  morning  at  Davis’  tavern. 

Then  comes  Quimby — he  is  the  witness  from  Penn- 
sylvania— he  testifies  that  he  resided  some  two  miles 
from  Chippewa;  that  he  was  there  on  the  29th  with  a 
load  of  hay,  which  he  sold  to  the  government;  that 
he  did  not  get  paid  for  it  at  the  time  of  the  sale;  that 
he  remained  till  evening;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  saw  the  prisoner  at  Davis’  tavern;  that  he 
remained  there  from  9 till  10  o’clock;  that  he  then 
started  for  home;  stopped  at  Petus’  about  a mile  off  all 
night;  that  he  then  turned  back  and  was  again  in 
Chippewa  between  daylight  and  sunrise;  that  he  went 
back  to  get  payment  for  his  hay  at  the  commissary’s 
office;  that  he  was  going  there  when  he  saw  McLeod: 
that  he  saw  him  on  the  “ridge,”  and  that  he  there 
heard  him  boast  of  his  exploits  on  the  Caroline,  and 
heard  him  declare  that  there  was  the  blood  of  a Yan- 
kee on  his  sleeve. 

* He  is  questioned  then  as  to  whether  he  expected  to 
receive  payment  for  his  hay  at  that  early  hour,  and 
whether  there  were  any  persons  in  the  office,  and  he 
said  there  was  not;  that  he  wished  to  be  there  in  good 
season;  but  did  not  after  all  get  paid,  and  finally  went 
home. 

But,  gentlemen,  it  seems  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Lott,  of  Lottsville,  Pennsylvania,  that 
on  one  occasion  this  Quimby  came  with  another 
person  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  affidavit  be- 
fore Mr.  Lott,  who  is  a magistrate,  and  that  that  gen- 
[ tleman  refused  to  take  the  affidavit,  because  Mr. 
Quimby  was  unworthy  of  credit;  that  he  went  to  ano- 
ther magistrate  by  whom  the  affidavit  was  taken  and 
sent  on. 

Lott  says  that  he  resides  in  Lottsville — that  the  re- 
putation of  the  witness  Quimby,  while  resident  there, 
was  very  bad;  that  he  was  not  to  be  believed  on  oath; 
and  that  in  informing  the  prisoner’s  counsel  of  his 
| character  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  no  private  motives  of  re- 
, venge  or  malice  to  gratify.  Now  it  is  said,  and  it  is 
1 true,  that  ordinarily  a witness,  to  invalidate  the  testi- 
mony of  another,  should  be  called  from  the  neighbor- 
hood. But  you  are  the  arbiters  of  this  question,  and 
in  your  hands  I leave  it. 

The  evidence  of  Seth  Hunman,  for  whatever  it  is 
! worth,  is  also  before  you.  When  examined  before  he 
said  McLeod  was  not  seen  by  him  that  morning — he 
now  says  that  he  was.  You  will  give  this  the  credit 
I you  deem  it  deserves. 

Justice  F.  T.  Stephens  is  then  called  and  sworn. 

| He  testifies  that  he  was  present  on  the  night  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  he  saw  three  boats  go  out  and  return — 
and  he  distinctly  and  positively  swears  that  he  saw 
McLeod  disembark  at  the  beacon-light. 

That  is  a statement  which  is  not  corroborated  by 
other  witnesses,  and  is  on  the  contrary  hostile  to  the 
statements  of  all  the  other  witnesses  on  both  sides. 
It  cannot  be  true.  He  was  dismissed  from  the  stand 
without  cross-examination.  He  has  testified  to  a de- 
liberate falsehood — a falsehood  for  which  the  pal- 
liating plea  of  the  probability  of  a mistake  cannot  be 
offered. 

Leonard  Anson  is  the  next  witness.  He  swears 
that  he-saw  McLeod  at  the  bar  in  Davis’ tavern;  that 
there  were  others  there  who  took  part  in  the  expedi- 
tion against  the  Caroline,  each  boasting  as  to  who  had 
committed  the  greatest  crime;  that  there  he  saw  Mc- 
I Leod  draw  out  his  pistol  and  declare  that  he  had  kill- 
ed a d d Yankee,  and  that  he  pointed  out  the  blood 

on  the  stock  of  the  pistol. 

This,  it  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  is 
an  improbable  story — that  he  could  not  have  seen 
the  blood  on  the  pistol.  And  other  considerations 
have  been  submitted  to  you  in  relation  to  the  testi- 
mony of  this  individual  which  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  dwell  upon  now.  You  are  the  judges  of 
their  weight  and  the  attention  which  should  be  given 
them. 

These  are  I believe  the  only  witnesses  belonging 
to  the  first  class  of  evidence  against  the  prisoner. 
That  is,  these  are  the  only  witnesses  who  testify  of 
their  own  knowledge  as  to  facts  unallied  with  con- 
fessions, which  go  to  connect  McLeod  with  this  en- 
terprise. 

And  the  prisoner’s  counsel  contends  that  some  of 
these  witnesses  have  been  impeached,  and  that  others 
have  appeared  in  very  doubtful  circumstances;  that 
the  darkness  of  the  night  was  a good  reason  why  no 
very  great  confidence  should  be  placed  in  the  state- 
ments of  those  testifying  so  positively  that  they  recog- 
nized McLeod  with  such  certainty,  and  that  what 
they  have  thus  proved  is  enough  to  throw  some  shade 
of  suspicion  on  the  whole.  That  is  the  view  taken  of 
it  by  the  prisoner’s  counsel. 


Whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  counsel  for  the  prose- 
cution insist  that  it  is  a mass  of  testimony  which  you 
must  believe,  and  which  believing  you  cannot  doubt 
the  fact  of  the  prisoner’s  guilt.  It  is  your  province  to 
criticise  all  this  and  pass  upon  it. 

The  other  branch  of  the  evidence  is  that  contained 
in  the  confessions  of  the  prisoner;  and  there  is  a 
principle  of  law  applicable  to  that  description  of  evi- 
dence, to  which  the  counsel  of  the  prisoner  has  di- 
rected your  attention;  that  confessions  are  in  them- 
selves the  most  suspicious  kind  of  evidence — easily 
fabricated — and  difficult  to  be  disproved — liable  to  be 
mistaken — partially  heard — partially  remembered — 
and,  unless  corroborated  by  other  testimony,  the  rule 
adopted  by  the  elementary  writers,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  most  distinguished  jurists,  is,  that  they  are  the 
most  unsafe  description  of  testimony. 

Nevertheless,  they  are  competent  to  be  weighed, 
judged  of,  and  passed  upon  like  all  the  other  evidence 
in  the  case.  I therefore,  gentlemen,  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  evidence  of 

Henry  Myers:  and  would  admonish  you  that  one 
rule  by  which  you  are  to  test  the  declaration  of 
witnesses  is,  that  you  are  to  see  whether  they  are 
probable — like  what  men  in  like  circumstances 
would  do. 

The  last  is  that  on  one  occasion  whilst  he  passed 
Niagara  Falls  he  stopped  at  a tavern  and  saw  Mc- 
Leod, with  a number  of  others — that  McLeod  was 
accosted  by  name  by  another  of  the  party — that  he 
boasted  that  he  had  killed  one  d d Yankee,  or  re- 

bel— and  that  he  compelled  the  witness  to  “treat”  the 
party. 

You  will  judge  of  the  credibility  of  this  witness’ 
story;  but  there  is  one  thing  he  said  which  has  not 
been  noticed  by  any  of  the  counsel,  and  what  may 
aid  you  in  passing  judgment  on  his  evidence — he  said 
that  he  marked  the  features  of  McLeod  well,  as  he  de- 
termined to  use  him  in  a similar  manner  if  ever  he 
got  him  on  this  side  of  the  frontier. 

The  next  witness  is  Calvin  Wilson.  He  is  the 
keeper  of  a ferry  at  Youngstown,  in  Canada,  and  he 
says,  that  a few  days  after  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline he  went  over  to  Canada— went  into  a house 
where  was  a person  by  the  name  of  Rayncoek,  Mc- 
Leod, and  others  whom  he  named,  who  had  been  ac- 
tors in  that  transaction,  and  that  McLeod  said  one  of 
the  d — d rebels  got  shot  on  the  wharf. 

This  witness  has  been  cross-examined  at  last,  and 
confessed  that  though  a poor  man  with  a family, 
he  had  given  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  “patriot” 
cause,  and  declined  answering  whether  or  not  he 
had  harbored  the  notorious  Lett.  To  rebuke  this 
testimony,  a respectable  inhabitant  of  the  town  of 
Niagara,  named  Hamilton,  was  produced  and  testi- 
fied that  he  well  knew  Rayncoek,  and  that  that  indi- 
vidual was  absent  in  England,  at  the  time  specified  by 
Wilson. 

The  next  witness  worthy  of  notice  is  Timothy 
Wheaton.  He  was  called  by  permission  after  prose- 
cution rested,  the  attorney  general  supposing  that 
there  had  been  a reservation  in  favor  of  this  witness. 
He  deposes  that  about  a year  before  he  had  gone 
from  Whitby,  Canada,  where  he  lived,  to  Niagara — 
was  near  the  ferry — saw  McLeod  coming  up  from  the 
water  side — and  the  witness  remarked  to  him  that  the 
sentinels  had  a hard  time  of  it — that  they  then  talked 
of  the  Navy  Islanders,  and  about  their  number — that 
McLeod  said  they  never  would  have  the  Caroline  there 
again,  and  added  that  he  was  the  second  or  third  man 
who  boarded  her,  and  then  some  person,  a stranger 
to  witness,  interrupted  the  conversation  by  taking 
McLeod  off — that  he,  the  witness,  turned  from  the 
ferry,  recollecting  he  had  not  a pass,  and  went  back 
to  the  town. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  carefully  to  examine  this  evi- 
dence, and  decide  according  to  your  conscientious 
conviction  of  the  truth,  as  it  really  is.  If  you  believe 
this  evidence,  notwithstanding  some  objections  to  it, 
and  notwithstanding  some  deductions  which  are  to  be 
made — if  you  believe  that  it  does,  after  all,  present 
to  you  an  amount  of  evidence  which  is  sufficient  to 
call  up  the  prisoner  to  answer,  then  you  are  to  take 
into  consideration  the  defence  opened  before  you. — 
And  it  is  undehiable  that,  in  looking  at  this  mass  of 
evidence,  there  is  much  that  appears  questionable, 
and  much  of  it  remains  that  is  not  powerfully  attack- 
ed, and  that  does  bear  very  hard  on  the  question  of 
the  prisoner’s  guilt.  But,  passing  from  this,  you  are 
then  to  look  at  the  prisoner’s  side,  because  it  is  the 
right  of  every  man  put  on  trial  here  to  present  his 
witnesses,  have  them  examined,  and  if  be  succeed  in 
establishing  a defence,  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  it. 

That  defence,  gentlemen,  is  what  is  called  an  alibi. 
It  is,  in  other  words,  that  he  had  no  part  or  lot,  no 
sort  of  participation  in  this  enterprise;  and  this,  after 
the  disposal  of  the  first  question  already  passed  upon, 
is  the  only  other  ground  of  defence  that  exists.  And 
in  my  judgment  no  degree  of  suspicion  should  attach 
to  it  as  an  original  defence,  because  it  is,  as  I just  said, 
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the  only  defence  that  remains  for  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar  if  he  were  in  truth  upon  that  expedition,  then 
he  is  guilty,  and  so  you  must  [ renounce  him.  But, 
gentlemen,  il  he  vv  as  at  emt  tunc  ii\  c,  or  six,  or  seven 
miles  distant,  if  he  had  no  participation  in  that  en- 
terprise, then  the  same  great  principles  of  justice  re- 
quire that  you  should  pronounce  him  innocent. 

The  evidence  sustaining  this  defence  consists  of  the 
depositions  of  individuals  avowedly  participating  in 
the  expedition,  and  secondly  of  the  oral  testimony  of 
several  individuals  showing,  or  tending  to  show,  that 
McLeod  was,  during  the  execution  of  this  enterprise, 
at  a distant  spot — in  another  town. 

First,  then,  with  regard  to  the  evidence  of  the  com- 
missions. The  prisoner’s  counsel  is  right  in  telling 
you  that  evidence  taken  in  this  way,  is,  and  should 
be,  less  satisfactory  than  that  given  personally  before 
you.  But  so  far  as  the  depositions  themselves  go  to 
describe  the  individuals  testifying,  you  may  desire 
some  information  respecting  the  standing  and  charac- 
ter of  those  individuals.  Some  of  them  are  lawyers 
— some  of  them  mariners — and  some  officers  in  her 
majesty’s  service,  and  by  their  descriptions  they 
should  all  be  men  of  character  and  responsibility. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  commission  was  a “roving 
commission” — that  witnesses  were  examined  whose 
names  had  not  been  returned.  But  there  was  in  the 
spirit  of  liberality,  and  by  consent,  a stipulation  made 
that  more  witnesses  than  those  named  might  be  ex- 
amined. It  was  also  hinted  that  some  suspicion  should 
attach  to  these  depositions  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  made  up  [The  learned  judge  here 
described  the  manner  in  which  the  commissions  were  j 
executed,  and  showed  that  no  suspicion  could  proper- 
ly rest  upon  them.  He  then  proceeded.]  The  at- 
torney general  has  noticed  the  testimony  of  these  de- 
ponents with  great  minuteness,  and  equally  great  abi- 
lity. He  has  pointed  out  where  the  witnesses  have 
contradicted  each  other  or  the  truth. 

For  instance,  some  saying  that  resistance  was  made 
on  board  the  boat,  whereas  it  has  been  shown  that 
there  was  no  resistance.  If  the  witness  swore  so  | 
knowing  that  they  were  swearing  falsely,  that  will  of ; 
eourse  detract  from  their  credibility.  But  Wells  him- 
self testifies  that  he  heard  the  sounds  of  fighting,  and 
that  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  confusion  of  the 
melee,  the  attacking  party  had  mistaken  each  other  i 
for  the  occupants  of  the  boat,  and  that  they  fought  to-  J 
gether.  If  that  were  true,  then  it  would  not  follow 
that  in  testifying  as  to  resistance  encountered  on 
board  the  boat,  they  were  not  false  in  the  corrupt 
sense  of  the  term. 

Passing  from  this,  there  is  this  other  consideration, 
which  must  strike  you  in  the  outset.  If,  when  Alex- 
ander McLeod  sued  out  this  commission,  and  directed 
the  commissioners  to  examine  persons  who  had  been 
in  each  of  the  boats,  and  if  in  truth  he  had  been  pre- 
sent there  himself,  he  must  be  a bold  man  indeed. — 
Because  he  must  have  supposed  that  the  commission- 
ers would  either  have  taken  only  those  who  could  not 
see  in  the  dark  whether  he  was  there  or  not,  or  that 
the  men  would  have  been  so  corrupt  as  to  swear 
falsely  to  extricate  him  from  the  punishment  of  his 
crime.  But  this  is  no  further  evidence  than  as  it  is  a 
portion  of  the  history  of  the  transaction,  and  with  j 
these  views  you  are  to  take  ujf  the  testimony  and  as- 
certain, after  solemn  inquiry,  how  much  credit  you 
should  give  these  witnesses. 

It  is  undoutedly  true,  gentlemen,  that  Sears  cannot 
say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that  McLeod  was 
not  on  board  the  expedition.  It  is  equally  true  that 
McNab  cannot  say  so,  although  he  superintended  the 
embarkation  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  enterprise. 
None  but  the  All-seeing  eye  could  penetrate  the  dark- 
ness that  shrouded  those  there  associated.  But, 
then,  there  are  one  or  two  gentlemen,  from  ameypg 
inmates  of  each  particular  boat,  who  have  been  ex- 
amined. Some  of  them  knew  McLeod  well  before 
that  time — others  became  acquainted  with  him  after- 
wards— some  talked  with  and  recognised  all  their  as- 
sociates— and  they  all  testified  that  McLeod  was  not 
amongst  them  on  that  night. 

Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  proper  that  you  should  apply 
the  rule  distinguishing  between  positive  and  negative 
testimony.  It  is  true  that  where  one  man  swears  he 
did  see  another  at  any  particular  spot  and  period,  it 
is  more  satisfactory  than  when  he  can  only  say  that 
the  other  was  not  there.  But  you  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  reasons  which  would  lead  you  to  be- 
lieve that  the  crews  of  each  of  the  boats  must  have 
well  known  each  other,  and  so  form  a correct  opi- 
nion as  to  their  credibility  when  they  say  positively 
that  McLeod  was  not  amongst  them.  Witli  this  re- 
mark, I leave  in  your  hands  this  portion  of  the  pri- 
soner’s defence. 

We  come  now  to  the  proof  of  an  alibi,  which,  if 
sustained,  can  leave  no  doubt  of  the  prisoner’s  inno- 
cence,unless  you  can  believe  him  gifted  with  ubiquity. 

The  first  witness  to  prove  this  is  William  Press. — 
He  avers  that  he  conveyed  the  prisoner  and  another 


person  to  Niagara  on  the  day  of  the  destruction  of  the 

farolinc:  that  he  knows  it  to  hr-  that  day  from  the 
fact  of  having  made  an  entry  of  that  transaction  in 

his  cash  book  under  that  date — that  he  conveyed  the 
prisoner  in  the  evening  as  far  as  Stamford  on  the  way 
back  to  Chippewa — that  there  prisoner  alighted  from 
the  wagon,  and  went  to  the  house  of  capt.  John  Mor- 
rison. 

William  Stocking  was  called  and  corroborated  the 
evidence  of  Press,  and  both,  I may  add,  corroborated 
the  statement  of  Hamilton  respecting  Rayncock’s 
having  left  for  Europe  before  the  commencement  of 
the  troubles  in  Canada. 

The  family  of  Capt.  Morrison  and  himself  swear 
positively  as  to  McLeod’s  being  there  on  the  night  of 
the  29th  of  December.  Captain  Morrison  states  that 
he  is  enabled  to  fix  the  day,  from  the  circumstance 
that  his  friend,  Col.  Cameron,  called  at  his  gate  early 
next  morning,  and  informed  him  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline,  and  gave  him  a fragment  of  her  ruins, 
which  he  had  found  in  an  eddy  below  the  Falls — that 
he  told  this  to  McLeod,  whom  he  found  half  dressed 
in  the  parlor,  where  he  had  slept  during  the  night — 
that  McLeod  was  electrified,  and  calling  for  his  horse, 
proposed  to  leave  immediately,  but  finally  remained 
for  breakfast,  after  which  he  went  on  his  way. 

Then  comes  the  witness  Gilkinson,  that  he  met 
McLeod  on  the  day  after  the  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line, on  the  road  from  Stamford — that  they  rode  up 
together  to  opposite  Navy  Island,  from  which  they 
were  fired  on — that  one  of  the  balls  was  picked  up 
and  handed  to  McLeod,  who  carried  it  with  him — 
and  Sears,  you  will  recollect,  states  that  on  this  day 
he  saw  McLeod  and  another  person  riding  along 
that  way,  and  that  they  were  fired  at  from  Navy  Is- 
land. This  testimony  is  corroborated  by  that  of  Mr. 
McLean. 

This  is  the  aggregate  of  the  testimony,  gentlemen, 
on  this  part  of  the  defence.  The  evidence  of  the 
Morrisons  and  the  declaration  of  McLeod  on  his  ex- 
amination have  been  submitted  to  you  and  criticised 
by  the  attorney  general  with  great  ability.  If  he  has 
satisfied  you  that  the  Morrisons  may  have  been  mis- 
taken as  to  dates,  and  in  particular  in  reference  to  this 
great  epoch,  and  that  the  other  witnesses  corroborat- 
ing them  may  have  also  been  mistaken,  then  your 
confidence  in  this  portion  of  the  testimony  vanishes. 
But  if  you  decide  on  just  grounds  otherwise,  then  it 
should  I think  be  deemed  satisfactory  in  establishing 
the  innocence  of  the  prisoner. 

[Mr.  Spencer  then  requested  the  court  to  charge 
the  jury  that  the  deposition  of  Col.  Cameron  corro- 
borated essentially  the  statement  of  Capt.  Morrison, 
which  his  honor  did,  and  proceeded]: 

But  gentlemen,  if,  even  after  all,  though  the  pri- 
soner may  in  your  opinion  have  failed  completely  in 
proving  an  alibi,  yet  if  he  has  raised  sufficient  doubt 
as  to  his  guilt,  he  is  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  that 
doubt.  The  law  never  divides  between  the  living 
and  the  dead — never  consigns  any  individual  to  the 
tomb  without  an  overwhelming  amount  of  evidence 
to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  accused.  In  this  spirit  you 
are  now  to  consider  the  evidence  which  I have  fully 
reviewed  before  you. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  my  task  is  performed.  Your 
duty  remains  to  be  done.  And  it  is  one  of  the  most 
solemn  trusts  that  can  be  reposed  in  the  citizen.  You 
are  to  take  this  case  into  your  deliberate  considera- 
tion. You  are  to  weigh  and  decide  on  every  part  and 
portion  of  it.  You  are  to  call  into  exercise  your  best 
powers  of  judgment — regardless  of  rumors  which 
may  have  reached  your  ears — regardless  of  every 
consideration  except  that  of  the  guiding  principle  of 
justice  and  impartiality. 

And  when  you  shall  have  come  to  your  decision — 
and  declared  where  the  truth  lies,  then,  with  an  indO' 
pendence  that  will  honor  you,  and  with  the  noble  in- 
tegrity that  your  country  expects  you  to  exhibit,  you 
will  pronounce  your  verdict.  And  then  I trust  that 
all  who  have  witnessed  this  trial — the  ability  with 
which  it  has  been  conducted — and  your  patience  in 
attending  to  it — will  be  satisfied. 

If  the  evidence  will  lead  you  to  say  that  he  is  guil- 
ty, then,  although *your  decision  should  wrap  your 
country  in  the  flames  of  war,  you  will  fearlessly  pro- 
nounce it;  on  the  other  hand  if  he  be  innocent  you 
will  so  pronounce  him,  regarless  of  threats  or  mur- 
murs or  fear  of  rebuke,  and  may  the  God  of  truth  en- 
able you  to  decide  according  to  those  principles  of 
truth  and  equity  which  are  the  foundations  of  the 
Eternal  Throne. 

At  about  4 o’clock,  P.  M.  his  honor  concluded,  and 
the  case  was  then  given  to  the  jury,  who  retired  un- 
der charge  of  the  constables,  whilst  the  court  pro- 
ceeded to  the  despatch  of  other  business. 

In  twenty  minutes  the  jury  returned  to  the  court 
house. 

“Have  you  agreed  upon  a verdict,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury?”  asked  the  clerk. 


“We  have,”  replied  the  foreman. 

“What  say  you,  gentlemen,  do  you  find  Alexander 
> ;.cod  guilty  or  not  guilty?” 

• NOT  GUILTY.” 


All  was  hushed  and  quiet — no  excitement  visible 
any  where.  The  prisoner’s  keen  grey  eyes  bright- 
ened up  somewhat,  and  taking  his  hat  and  cloak,  he 
slowly  retired  with  his  counsel. 
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WHIG  STATE  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Albany  Evening  Journal. 

Syracuse,  Thursday,  Oct.  7. 

The  convention  re-assembled  in  the  Congregational 
church  at  9 o’clock,  A.  M.  when  the  committee  on 
the  address  and  resolutions  reported.  The  address 
having  been  read  by  the  hon.  D.  D.  Barnard. 

Mr.  John  A.  King,  of  Queens,  rose,  and  in  a most 
powerful  speech  supported  its  adoption.  The  conven- 
tion, and  a large  audience,  were  most  highly  gratified, 
and  were  enchained  for  more  than  half  an  hour  by 
the  spell  of  the  orator,  save  when  involuntary  bursts 
of  applause  broke  forth. 

Mr.  Alvah  Worden,  of  Ontario,  next  rose  and 
warmly  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  address,  and 
heartily  responded  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Queens,  urging  upon  the  great  whig  party  to 
stand  by  the  principles  embodied  in  the  noble  address, 
and  concluded  by  desiring  that  the  document  might 
be  placed  in  every  hall  and  hamlet  of  the  state  and 
nation. 

The  address  was  adopted  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  David  Graham,  of  New  York,  rose  and  read 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  committee,  and  sup- 
ported their  adoption  in  an  animated  speech. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Reynolds,  of  New  York,  seconded  their 
adoption,  and  paid  a high  eulogium  to  the  talents  and 
services  of  the  hon.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  and  on  the  de- 
votion and  untiring  zeal  of  the  whig  members  of  this 
state  generally,  at  the  recent  extra  session. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Barnard,  of  Albany,  then  rose  aud  said 
that  after  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  he  hardly  knew  how  to  express  himself 
for  the  generous  manner  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
New  York  members  of  congress  had  been  noticed 
and  dwelt  upon.  He  said  that  one  and  all  had  only 
performed  their  duty  as  whigs — more  they  could  not 
do — less  they  dare  not  have  done.  He  then  went  into 
a history  of  the  measures  of  the  extra  session  of  con- 
gress, and  commented  severely  upon  the  exercise  of 
the  veto  power,  condemning  its  abuse.  He  argued 
that  the  only  true  way  to  test  the  principles 'of  a party 
in  power  was  to  go  back  and  see  what  they  promised 
before  obtaining  it — and  affirmed  that  the  measure 
twice  vetoed  was  the  prominent  measure  of  relief 
promised  by  the  whigs;  a sound  and  uniform  national 
currency,  to  be  moulded  and  formed  in  a law  for  the 
custody,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  immediately  on  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury 
law  which  was  expected  to  be  repealed  by  the  people 
who  placed  the  whigs  in  power,  and  this  new  fabric 
reared  over  its  grave.  That  President  Tyler  knew 
this.  He  gave  the  political  history  of  the  president, 
derived  from  his  votes  and  speeches  and  referred  to 
his  course  in  the  Harrisburg  convention,  and  read  his 
answer  to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  him  from 
Henrico.  He,  Mr.  B.  gave  the  history  of  the  first 
and  second  bank  bills  introduced  and  carried  through 
at  the  extra  session,  particularly  the  second,  framed 
as  it  was  with  the  express  intention  to  meet  in  every 
respect  the  president’s  peculiar  notions.  He  then  ex- 
posed the  present  situation  of  our  fiscal  affairs,  and 
showed  that  the  public  moneys  were  now  where  they 
were  when  Gen.  Jackson  seized  them — and  President 
Tyler  doing  as  Gen.  Jackson  did,  controlling  their 
custody — and  showed  from  President  Tyler’s  former 
speeches  that  he  had  most  strongly  condemned  such 
a state  of  things  at  that  time;  calling  Gen.  Jackson 
for  so  doing  “every  inch  a king!'1' 

He  observed  that  the  mind  of  man  has  as  yet  but 
devised  three  ways  for  keeping  the  public  money.  No 
public  man  would  now.  dare  to  place  the  funds  of  the 
nation  in  southern  state  banks — no  whig  would  go 
for  re-establishing  the  sub-treasury — and  that  there 
is  no  other  alternative  but  the  creation  of  a national 
institution,  properly  constructed  and  guarded,  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  nation  and  people.  He  said  the 
I public  moneys  cannot  remain  where  and  as  they  now 
1 are.  The  people  will  not  submit  to  it — and  Mr.  Tyler 
; when  he  has  had  time  for  reflection,  will  not  desire  it, 
judging  from  the  tenor  of  his  life.  Mr.  Barnard  spoke 
an  hour  or  more,  and  closed  by  remarking:  “If  there 
1 has  been  any  common  benefit  to  the  country  in  what 
| has  been  already  done  by  the  whigs,  or  any  confidence 
created  as  to  what  they  may  yet  accomplish,  we 
must  maintain  ourselves,  relying  upon  an  intelligent 
' people,  or  every  vestige  will  be  repealed.  That  war- 
i cry  is  on  the  wind — and  should  our  opponents  sue- 
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ceed,  flushed  with  victory,  they  will  glut  themselves 
with  savage  ferocity  on  every  man  who  has  stood 
even  for  a moment  in  their  pathway  to  power.  And 
then  will  fall  most  assuredly  the  strong  pillars  that 
now  support  and  protect  public  virtue  and  freedom. 
I fervently  pray  that  our  happy  country  may  not  be 
visited  by  so  direful  a calamity. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  convention  was  then  further  and  ably  address- 
ed by  Mr.  Duer,  of  Oswego,  Mr.  Martindale,of  Gen- 
nessee.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Reynolds, 
of  New  York,  the  latter  gentleman  paying  a hand- 
some tribute  to  the  public  press. 

Mr.  Filmore,  of  Erie,  was  called  for,  and  nobly 
responded  to  the  call,  holding  fast  the  convention  and 
audience  for  some  time  by  an  outpouring  of  eloqnent 
patriotism. 

Hon.  N.  P.  Tallmadge  was  loudly  called  for,  but 
had  a few  moments  previously  left  the  house. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  then  offered  by  a gentleman 
of  the  New  York  delegation  to  the  president  and  of- 
ficers of  the  convention,  to  which  a reply  was  made 
by  Mr.  Patterson,  and  the  convention  adjourned 
sine  die. 

ADDRESS 

Of  the  Syracuse  Whig  Stale  Convention. 

The  delegates  to  the  whig  state  convention,  assem- 
bled at  Syracnse,  this  7th  day  of  October,  1841,  for 
themselves  and  in  the  name  of  those  whom  they  re- 
present, do  make  and  publish  the  following 
declaration: 

The  whig  party,  now  the  dominant  party  in  this 
country,  was  formed  and  consolidated  in  opposition 
where  its  distinctive  principles,  doctrines  and  policy 
were  clearly  proclaimed  and  manifested.  It  was 
not  for  the  whigs,  while  in  opposition,  to  propose 
specific  measures.  They  opposed  the  prominent 
measuras  and  policy  of  the  administration  then  con- 
ducting our  public  affairs,  for  reasons  plainly  stated 
and  urged  upon  the  country;  and  in  the  statement  of 
their  reasons  and  views,  by  which  they  justified  their 
opposition,  they  disclosed,  in  the  most  explicit  man- 
ner, the  general  principles  and  policy  on  which  the 
measures  of  the  government  would  be  taken,  and  its 
affairs  conducted,  if  its  administration  should  be  con- 
fided to  their  hands. 

The  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  whigs,  broadly 
stamped  on  the  face  of  our  political  history  during 
a ceaseless  struggle  running  through  a series  of  years, 
ending  with  the  overthrow  of  their  adversaries  in 
1840 — doctrines  read  and  understood  of  all  men — 
may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows: 

That  the  government  should  be  administered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  people  and  country;  and  not 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  administer  it;  due  re- 
gard being  had  to  all  sections  and  all  interests,  a ri- 
gid economy  observed,  and  a strict  accountability 
enforced  in  all  expenditures,  which  should  be  strictly 
confined  to  objects  of  high  public  utility  and  impor- 
tance. 

That  the  constitution  is  the  charter  and  warrant 
for  the  exercise  of  all  federal  power  and  authority, 
which  is  to  receive  neither  a strict  nor  a liberal,  but 
a common  sense  construction,  and  where  doubts  and 
disputes  arise,  they  are  to  be  finally  resolved  and  set- 
tled— a proper  case  being  made — by  the  judgment 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States;  and  that, 
as  no  power  can  be  employed  which  is  not  conferred, 
so  no  power  which  is  conferred  can  be  repudiated,  if 
its  exercise  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the 
government,  or  to  the  public  prosperity.  That  the 
great  danger  to  our  system  lies  in  the  tendency,  which 
has  been  given  to  it,  in  its  practical  operation  for 
some  years  past,  to  an  excess  of  power  in  executive 
hands,  as  well  by  an  assumption  of  authority,  as  by 
the  abuse  of  power  and  patronage;  and  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  administrative  functions  of  the  govern- 
ment had  been  so  corrupting  both  to  the  government 
and  the  people,  that  the  virtue  which  is  indispensable 
to  a republican  system  was  fastjielding  to  dispositions 
which  are  favorable  to  despotism. 

That  as  the  president  is  commander-in-chief  of  all 
the  military  forces,  it  is  highly  dangerous  and  at  war 
with  the  first  principles  of  constitutional  liberty  to 
give  him,  or  allow  him  to  assume  the  custody  and 
control  of  the  public  money,  as  had  in  effect  been 
done  during  the  last  two  administrations  from  the 
period  of  the  seizure  of  the  public  treasury  by  the 
executive  in  1833;  and  that  it  was  indispensable  to 
the  safety  of  the  government  and  the  welfare  of  the 
country  that  some  better  system  for  collecting,  keep- 
ing, and  disbursing  the  public  revenues,  should  be 
devised  and  established  than  has  prevailed  for  the 
last  eight  years. 

That  the  constitution  gives  to  congress  all  requi- 
site power  for  securing  to  the  country  a uniform  na- 
tional currency  and  the  due  regulation  of  the  ex- 
changes, either  as  essential  to  the  constitutional  uni- 
formfty,  a proper  facility  in  collecting  and  paying 
out  the  public  revenues,  or  as  a necessary  part  of  the 


regulation  due  to  the  commerce  between  the  states; 
apd  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  congress,  in  devising 
a plan  or  system  to  aid  in  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  to  make 
it  always  subserve  the  purpose  of  supplying  to  the 
country  a national  currency,  and  of  facilitating  and 
regulating  the  general  exchanges.  The  power  over 
the  subject  belongs  exclusively  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  should  be  exercised  without  aid  from,  or 
dependence  on,  state  authority;  but  the  government 
should  not  itself  exercise  banking  powers,  or  create 
bills  of  credit  to  circulate  as  currency. 

That  the  public  lands  after  the  payment  of  the 
debt  for  which  they  were  originally  pledged,  are 
held  by  the  general  government,  in  trust  for  the  states, 
amongst  which,  the  proceeds  ought  to  be  divided. 

This  is  an  evil  of  great  magnitude  and  danger,  if 
the  government  fails  to  provide,  by  a proper  system 
of  revenue,  sufficient  means  for  its  current  support, 
contracting  a public  debt  for  its  ordinary  expendi- 
tures in  time  of  peace,  and  that  a public  debt  having 
been  contracted,  whether  in  peace  or  war,  as  was 
the  fact  under  the  last  administration,  if  it  cannot  be 
shortly  and  promptly  met  by  incoming  revenue,  true 
policy  requires  that  it  should  be  thrown  into  the  form 
of  public  stock  redeemed  in  as  short  a time  as  may 
be,  without  imposing  excessive  burthens  on  the  peo- 
ple. 

On  the  broad  basis  here  indicated,  in  general  terms, 
the  whigs  of  the  United  States  stood  in  opposition; 
and  when,  after  passing  through  a long  struggle,  for 
the  most  part  in  a hopeless  minority,  but  gathering 
strength  with  every  patient  effort,  they  at  last  obtain- 
ed power,  they  stood  before  the  country  and  the 
world  pledged  to  carry  out  their  principles  and  poli- 
cy in  measures  of  administration  aptly  and  wisely 
designed  for  that  purpose;  and  in  the  illustrious 
man  whom  they  made  president,  surrounding  himself 
promptly  as  he  did  with  a cabinet  of  noble  and  ap- 
proved men,  and  in  the  strong  whig  majority  elected 
by  them  to  the  two  houses  of  congress,  they  gave 
to  the  country  a sure  guaranty  that  their  pledge 
would  be  faithfully  redeemed. 

At  the  late  extraordinary  session  of  congress, 
which  had  become  indispensable  on  account  of  the 
condition  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  government  and 
the  treasury  were  left  by  the  late  administration,  the 
whig  members  of  congress  proceeded  to  perform  the 
duty  expected  of  them  by  the  country.  They  accom- 
plished all  they  undertook,  and  all  which  ought  then 
to  have  been  undertaken,  with  the  exception  of  one 
most  vital  and  important  measure,  in  which  they 
were  defeated  by  occurrences  that  had  been  unex- 
pected and  were  to  them  unavoidable.  They  passed 
a loan  bill,  by  which  a portion  of  the  debt  of  the  late 
administration  was  provided  for,  and  necessary  means 
supplied  to  a falling  treasury;  a revenue  bill,  by 
which  additional  supplies  will  be  obtained,  chiefly 
from  luxuries;  a bill  giving  to  the  poor  a permanent 
pre-emptive  privilege  in  the  public  lands,  and  distri- 
buting the  proceeds  of  those  lands  among  the  several 
states;  a bill  repealing  the  sub-treasury  scheme;  bills 
for  improving  our  neglected  national  defences,  by 
sea  and  by  land;  and  a bill,  indispensable  in  a highly 
commercial  country,  making  uniform  provisions  for 
security  to  creditors  and  relief  to  debtors  in  cases  of 
insolvency.  These  constitute  a body  of  whig  mea- 
sures, which,  as  an  offering  of  first  fruits,  cannot  fail 
to  be  acceptable  and  satisfactory  to  the  country. 

But  while  we  rejoice  in  what  has  been  accomplish- 
ed, we  are  constrained  to  express  our  deep  disap- 
pointment and  regret,  that  the  president,  providen- 
tially in  place  as  such,  by  the  death  of  the  elected 
president,  has  not  been  able  to  co-operate  with  the 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government  in  the  mea- 
sures proposed  by  them  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
great  unsettled  questions  respecting  the  management 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  concerning  currency  and 
the  exchanges;  and  on  this  subject  we  propose  to 
give  utterance  to  our  honest  sentiments,  as  becomes 
freemen,  maintaining  towards  the  chief  magistrate 
of  the  republic  the  most  respectful  language  and  de- 
portment. 

It  stood  among  the  very  first  and  highest  articles  in 
the  creed  of  the  whigs,  that  the  constitution  and  the 
government  were  not  safe  with  the  public  treasury 
in  presidential  hands;  and  that  the  country  never 
could  be  truly  prosperous,  without  a national  curren- 
cy and  equal  exchanges;  and  we  condemned,  there- 
fore unequivocally  the  whole  course  of  action  and 
policy,  on  the  part  of  both  the  preceding  administra- 
tions, touching  and  affecting  these  subjects.  In  this 
very  point  it  was  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  fell,  and  the 
whigs  triumphed,  and  there  was  nothing  in  which 
they  were  pledged  to  the  country  for  reform  if  not  in 
this.  To  establish  a better  fiscal  system,  and  to  re- 
store a national  currency,  were  duties,  required  more 
than  any  others;  and  so  it  was  universally  understood. 
When  the  whigs  sought  office  and  power  it  was  that 
they  might  be  enabled  to  accomplish  this  very  re- 


form, and  they  expected  to  accomplish  it,  of  course, 
by  some  appropriate  measure  to  be  devised,  and 
through  the  instrumentality  of  those  whom  they 
should  elevate  to  places  of  trust  and  authority. 

It  was  explicitly  understood  that  their  object,  or 
rather  these  two  objects,  the  proper  management  of 
the  treasure  aud  the  restoration  of  a sound  currency, 
was  to  be  effected  through  some  other  agency  than 
such  as  had  been  proposed  and  employed  under  the 
two  administrations  of  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  the  general  expectation  and  belief  was, 
among  all  parties  and  in  all  quarters,  that  resort 
would  be  had  once  more  as  the  only  alternative  to 
an  institution  in  the  shape  of  a national  bank,  enact- 
ed by  the  authority  of  congress.  If  such  an  institu- 
tion should  be  found  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of 
congress  to  the  due  execution  of  the  power  granted 
by  the  national  charter,  as  it  was  almost  universally 
supposed  it  would  be,  then  such  an  institution  was 
to  be  created;  and  so  common  was  this  expectation 
and  belief,  that  it  is  hardly  conceivable  how  any  per- 
son in  any  quarter,  should  have  accepted  a nomina- 
tion from  the  whigs  for  any  high  office,  in  which  his 
voice  or  his  action  might  be  required  on  this  subject, 
without  having  considered  himself  virtually  pledged 
to  make  his  course  harmonize  with  that  of  his  party 
on  a matter  so  vital  to  the  country,  and  to  the  faith 
which  that  party  had  pledged  to  the  country. 

When  congress,  came  together  in  May  last,  it  is 
understood  that  there  was  an  opinion  and  conviction 
nearly  unanimous  among  the  whigs  of  both  houses, 
that  an  institution  of  the  sort  just  referred  to  was  in- 
dispensable. This  opinion  and  resolution,  once  cast 
into  the  form  of  a law,  should,  in  our  judgment,  have 
been  conclusive  with  Mr.  Tyler.  He  was  understood 
to  have  expressed  himself  in  answer  to  interrogatives 
before  his  election  to  the  vice  presidency,  in  favor  of 
the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  a national 
bank,  notwithstanding  his  former  opinions,  provided 
only  the  condition  of  necessity  should  appear.  We 
think  this  necessity  referred  itself  exclusively  to  the 
judgment  of  congress,  and  in  no  manner  whatever  to 
the  president,  who,  in  the  creed  of  the  whigs  at  least 
exercises  no  part  of  the  legislative  power. 

Besides  this,  we  hold  that  the  question  of  constitu- 
tionality has  been  definitely  settled,  if  not  by  precedent 
and  recognition  and  by  the  light  of  ever  glorious  ex- 
amples of  the  fathers  of  the  republican  school,  by 
which  Mr.  Tyler,  on  his  accession  to  the  presidency, 
proposed  to  govern  himself,  at  least  by  the  solemn 
judgment  of  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal  of  the 
country,  appointed  by  the  constitution  itself  for  this 
very  purpose;  so  that  while  the  oath  and  conscience 
of  the  president  are  offered  as  excuses  for  the  veto, 
(and  we  must  presume  in  all  sincerity)  we  are  forced, 
in  equal  sincerity,  to  regard  them  as  dangerously  set 
up  against  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  constitu- 
tion itself. 

We  speak  on  this  subject  as  of  all;  not  as  the  ene- 
mies, but  as  the  friends  of  the  president;  bound,  how- 
ever, as  whigs,  religiously  to  keep  faith  with  the 
country,  and  to  preserve  our  own  consistency  and 
character  by  a prompt  disavowal  and  condemnation 
of  all  acts,  by  friend  or  adversary,  at  war  with  the 
distinctive  principles  which  we  maintain.  In  this 
spirit,  as  whigs  speakiqg  to  a whig,  and  in  no  unkind- 
ness to  Mr.  Tyler,  do  we  express  our  utter  disappro- 
val of  the  use  he  has  made  of  the  power  of  the  veto. 
We  declare  it  to  be  sanctioned  by  no  principle  of  the 
constitution,  as  understood  and  expounded  at  the  pe- 
riod of  its  formation,  and  by  no  worthy  precedent. 
We  think  this  power  has  been  employed,  in  this  case, 
without  warrant  according  to  any  just  construction 
of  the  constitution,  and  used  to  arrest  and  defeat  the 
just,  proper  and  necessary  action  of  the  whig  admi- 
nistration of  the  government,  in  a point  where  the 
whole  party',  the  president  included,  stood  pledged  to 
the  country  by  the  most  sacred  obligations. 

While  we  lament  the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabi- 
net, formed  as  it  has  been  by  the  skilful  hand  of  our 
late  glorious  chief,  we  declare  our  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  decision  to  which  the  retiring  members  of 
that  body  came,  in  voluntarily  resigning  their  places. 
It  was  a matter  for  themselves  to  determine  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  each  case;  and  considering  the 
peculiar  official  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the 
president  as  his  constitutional  advisers,  we  do  not  think 
they  were  bound  to  cling  to  their  offices  after  it  had 
become  abundantly  manifestly  the  open  withdraw- 
al of  his  confidence  and  in  other  ways  not  less  signifi- 
cant, that  the  president  desired  and  designed  to  bring 
other  persons  into  their  places. 

We  deeply  regret  and  disapprove  of  the  course  of 
conduct  which  the  president  thought  proper  to  adopt 
towards  these  gentlemen,  and  by  whieh  they  have 
been  driven  from  the  service  of  the  country  in  the 
posts  which  they  filled  with  such  distinguished 
ability.  We  do  not  deny  the  right  of  the  president 
to  select  his  constitutional  advisers,  but  we  lament 
and  marvel  that  he  could  not  have  reposed  his  con- 
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fidence  in  those,  who  have  enjoyed  the  special  con-  | 
fidence  of  the  elected  president,  and  who  possessed 
the  unbounded  confidence  of  the  whole  family  of  the 
whies  throughout  the  entire  union. 

We  are  anxious  to  give  to  Mr.  Tyler,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  exalted  and  responsible 
office,  a hearty  support,  and  it  will  be  wholly  his  own 
fault  if  we  do  not.  He  has  already  compelled  the 
whig  party,  almost  as  one  man,  to  meet  some  portion 
of  his  official  conduct,  not  only  with  dissent  but  with 
open  reprobation.  YVc  should  have  been  false  to  our 
own  natures  if  we  had  done  less;  and  the  world  will 
find  that,  if  we  have  no  other  virtue,  we  have  that  of 
integrity  and  faithfulness  to  our  own  principles.  We 
mean  to  demonstrate  that  our  integrity  cannot  be 
purchased — not  even  by  the  executive,  with  all  his 
patronage  and  power. 

As  a national  party,  sustained  by  the  strongest  po- 
pular majorities,  and  dominant  in  the  country,  having 
carried  into  office,  in  both  the  great  departments  of 
the  government,  the  legislative  and  the  executive, 
men  of  our  own  selection  and  choice,  it  is  a crying 
shame  that  any  doubts  should  have  existed,  or  should 
arise,  whether  we  really  hold  power  in  both  these  de- 
partments, or  only  in  one.  We  will  not  admit  the 
belief  that  the  president  has  designed  or  desired  to 
betray  or  desert  his  party.  That  the  interests  of  the 
party,  in  some  eminent  particulars,  where  those  in- 
terests were  identical  with  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, have  been  sacrificed  by  him,  for  the  time,  we 
must  not  hesitate  to  avow. 

Our  trust  is,  that  all  this  was  not  so  much  his  fault 
as  his  misfortune.  Coming  suddenly  into  office,  with- 
out expectation  orpreparation,  he  wanted  time,  as  he 
himself  declares,  “for  deep  and  deliberate  reflection.” 
We  trust  he  will  faithfully  improve  the  present  op- 
portunity for  that  purpose;  and  finding  out  his  error 
will  correct  it.  In  the  future  we  shall  look  to  Mr. 
Tyler  for  better  things.  We  shall  hope  and  expect 
to  find  him  every  inch  a whig,  in  the  true,  national 
sense  of  that  term.  In  this  character  and  capacity 
he  will  have  the  support  of  the  whigs,  and  in  no  other, 
and  we  shall  fairly  give  him  credit  beforehand  for 
good  intentions.  His  acts  must  show  us  what  he 
means  and  what  he  is. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Tyler  has  declared  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabinet,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  his  administration  should  be  a thorough 
whig  administration;  that  none  but  whigs  should  be 
called  into  his  cabinet  or  his  counsels,  or  appointed 
in  any  quarter  to  the  performance  of  important  offi- 
cial duties.  Such  a course  will  secure  our  confidence, 
and  nothing  else  will.  We  must  see  his  new  cabi- 
net, with  Mr.  Webster  at  the  head  of  it — a man  the 
best  years  of  whose  eminent  political  life,  with  all 
the  energies  of  his  great  intellect,  have  been  devoted 
to  his  country  in  the  advocacy  and  maintenance  of 
whig  principles — we  must  see  that  the  cabinet  one 
and  all,  so  acting  as  to  prove  to  us  and  to  the  world, 
of  the  faithfulness  with  which  they  shall  represent 
their  party  and  sustain  its  distinctive  principles  in 
the  conduct  of  their  own  departments  respectively — 
and  by  the  faithfulness  and  success  of  their  advice 
and  counsel  to  the  president  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  that  they  not  only  have  been,  but  are  whigs 
in  very  truth  and  deed.  So  much  we  hope  for — so 
much  we  have  a right  to  expect  and  demand  at  the 
hands  of  any  man,  calling  himself  by  our  name,  who 
consents  to  retain,  or  take  office  in  the  cabinet  under 
Mr.  Tyler. 

With  faithful  counsellors  around  him,  enjoying  his 
confidence,  without  forfeiting  ours,  we  have  a right 
to  hope  and  expect,  that  the  president  will  look 
again,  and  with  more  care,  and  better  judgment  and 
conclusions,  into  the  important  subjects  on  which  he 
and  congress  have  differed.  The  public  money,  now 
in  his  hands  must  be  taken  out;  a better  fiscal  system 
than  that  of  General  Jackson,  or  that  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  must  be  devised  and  created:  and  as  a part  of 
that  system  a national  currency  must  be  supplied,  and 
the  exchanges  equalized.  All  this  must  be  done  by 
the  unaided  authority  of  the  general  government, 
and  in  a way  to  avoid  the  monstrous  evils  of  a go- 
vernment bank,  in  which,  we  know,  the  late  sub-trea- 
sury scheme,  by  slight  modifications,  might  easily  be 
converted. 

In  his  own  impressive  language,  applied  to  General 
Jackson,  on  a memorable  occasion  not  unlike  the 
present,  we  say  to  the  president,  that  “honor,  due 
regard  to  the  sacred  obligations  and  duties  of  office, 
require  of  every  public  man  to  repair  the  mischiefs 
which  his  own  unwise  policy  may  have  inflicted  on 
the  country.” 

We  repudiate  and  reprobate  the  abominable  doc- 
trine, avowed  by  our  political  adversaries,  that  the 
public  offices  belong  to  the  conquering  party,  after  a 
contested  election  as  the  “spoils  of  victory.”  Our 
doctrine  is,  that  a political  party  coming  into  power, 
is  at  once  charged  with,  and  responsible  for,  the  ad- 
ministrative operations  of  the  government,  in  all  its 


departments  and  places,  and  that  it  is  its  right  and  its 
duty  to  conduct  these  operations  mainly  by  the  hands 
of  its  friends.  We  respectfully  commend  this  just 
and  necessary  rule  to  the  notice  of  the  president, 
for  a more  efficient  observance  and  enforcement  than 
it  has  yet  received  at  his  hands. 

In  the  avowal  heretofore  strongly  made  by  Mr. 
Tyler  in  favor  of  the  one  term  principle,  we  have  the 
assurance  that,  in  his  time,  the  country  will  not  be 
cursed  with  the  revolting  spectacle  of  an  administra- 
tion conducted  through  an  entire  term  chiefly  wkh  a 
view  of  securing  the  succession  to  the  incumbent,  or 
to  any  particular  executive  favorite,  by  the  corrupt  and 
corruptingapplication  of  government  patronage.  The 
whig  party,  without  the  aid  of  executive  influence, 
will  designate  in  proper  time,  a suitable  candidate  for 
the  office  of  president  in  1845. 

We  ofi'er  to  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  tribute 
of  our  heartfelt  gratitude  and  thanks  for  all  his  emi- 
nent public  services,  never  more  conspicuous  or  va- 
luable than  in  the  senate  during  the  recent  session  of 
congress;  and  we  devoutly  trust  that  he  may  long  be 
preserved  to  his  country. 

The  union  and  integrity  of  the  whig  party,  and  its 
continuance  in  power,  are  still  indispensable,  if  the 
constitution  and  the  union  are  to  be  preserved,  and 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  country  promoted 
and  advanced.  Failing  now  to  maintain  our  ascen- 
dency, we  give  up  our  state  and  our  country  to  all 
the  untold  mischiefs  and  evils  which  an  unhappy  ex- 
perience has  shown  is  certain  to  follow  the  rule  of 
those  whom  we  had  only  so  lately  driven  from  power. 
The  restoration  of  the  late  dominant  party  to  power, 
in  this  state  and  in  the  government  of  the  union, 
would  lead,  of  course,  to  the  establishment  of  all 
those  odious  measures,  and  also  that  destructive  poli- 
cy against  which  we  have  so  long  contended,  and 
finally  with  success,  and  to  the  loss  and  destruction 
of  all  the  good  which  we  have  achieved  or  can 
achieve.  How  long  the  delicate  machinery  and  fabric 
of  our  political  system  can  stand  the  new  rending 
which  they  would  thus  suffer,  none  can  tell;  but  we 
believe  not  long. 

As  whigs  we  profess  to  hold  power  strictly  as  a 
trust  for  the  common  and  equal  benefit  of  all;  we  are 
afraid  to  see  it  placed  again  in  the  hands  of  our  op- 
ponents, where  it  has  been  so  much  abused;  and  we 
pledge  ourselves  here,  to  one  another  and  to  the 
country,  for  ourselves  and  those  whom  we  represent, 
that  we  will  spare  no  effort  to  contiuue  and  perpetu- 
ate the  ascendency  of  our  party  both  in  the  state 
and  national  governments.  Doing  this,  we  may  hope 
all  good  things  for  our  country,  its  institutions,  its  free- 
dom, its  prosperity,  its  honor  and  its  glory — from  the 
firm  and  permanent  establishment  of  our  principles 
and  policy,  and  the  completion  and  success  of  all  our 
measures. 

TO  THE  WHIG  ELECTORS  OF  TIIE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Fellow  citizens : The  state  central  committee,  in 
discharge  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  it,  solicit  your 
earnest  attention. 

We  proffer  you,  fellow  citizens,  no  holiday  com- 
pliments— no  joyous  congratulations.  Not  as  when 
last  year  we  assured  you  in  advance  of  the  triumph 
of  whig  principles,  here  and  through  the  union,  in 
the  election  of  the  patriot  of  North  Bend,  do  we  now 
address  you.  Since  the  close  of  that  desperate  strug- 
gle, resulting  in  our  unprecedented,  annihilating  vic- 
tory, a deep  gloom  has  spread  over  the  face  of  our 
public  affairs.  That  inscrutable  Providence  which 
deprived  us  of  our  beloved  president,  while  the  ac- 
clamations which  hailed  his  inauguration  yet  lingered 
on  the  ear,  has  been  followed  by  other  calamities 
alike  disastrous  and  deplored.  It  were  idle  to  recall 
or  recite  them  now — they  are  living  in  your  memo- 
ries— they  weigh  upon  your  hearts.  Enough,  that  at 
the  close  of  the  first  session  of  congress  under  the 
whig  ascendancy — a session  which  has  been  produc- 
tive of  more  wise,  beneficient  and  wholesome  mea- 
sures than  ail  the  ten  sessions  preceding  it — a session 
which  added  vastly  to  the  permanent  resources  of  our 
own  state,  and  all  the  states;  which  has  provided 
amply  and  justly  for  the  national  defence  and  the 
national  credit — which  has  rekindled  the  flame  of 
hope  upon  many  desolate  hearths  and  in  very  many 
despairing  hearts — a session  which,  in  all  respects 
save  one,  has  already  fulfilled  the  pledges  of  the 
whigs  to  the  country,  while  it  has  done  much  for  the 
restoration  of  national  prosperity — at  the  close  of 
such  a session  we  find  the  great  and  patriotic  party 
which  has  accomplished  so  much  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, paralyzed  by  an  inglorious  apathy,  surrendering 
into  the  hands  of  its  oppressors  all  that  has  been 
gained  by  a twelve  years  struggle. 

We  speak  frankly  to  you,  fellow  citizens,  as  be- 
comes our  character  and  yours.  We  know  that  you 
may  be  trusted  with  the  truth,  as  you  know  that  we 
are  incapable  of  addressing  you  in  any  other  language. 
Fully  aware,  as  you  are,  that  the  late  locofoco  tri- 


umphs in  our  sister  states  are  based  on  no  serious 

diminution  of  the  whig  strength,  nor  any  considera- 
ble accession  to  our  adversaries,  but  solely  on  apathy 
and  distraction,  in  view  of  the  recent  difficulties  at 
Washington  which  have  paralyzed  the  exertions  of  a 
portion  of  our  friends,  and  withheld  many  of  them 
from  the  polls,  we  yet  say  to  you,  in  the  sincerity  of 
profound  conviction,  that  a similar  course  on  your 
part,  followed  naturally  by  a similar  result  in  this 
state,  will  be  virtually  fatal  to  our  hopes  of  maintain- 
ing a whig  preponderance  in  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tional administration.  And  with  the  overthrow  of 
the  whig  ascendancy  perishes  not  only  the  hope  of 
securing  the  other  blessings  for  which  we  have  strug- 
gled, but  is  restored  to  power  a party  pledged  to  “re- 
peal” the  distribution  law.  These  are  among  the 
consequences  depending  upon  the  issue  of  your  rapid- 
ly approaching  election.  Freemen  of  New  York! 
we  entreat  that  your  efforts  be  proportioned  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  blessings  to  be  secured — the  calami- 
ties to  be  averted. 

Electors  of  the  empire  state!  It  has  devolved  on 
you  in  more  than  one  memorable  crisis  to  save  the 
cause  of  your  country  from  disaster — upholding  and 
sustaining  it  until  feebler  hands  and  hearts  were 
nerved  to  assist  you  in  bearing  it  on  to  victory.  It 
was  your  earthquake  voice  which,  in  1837,  first  peal- 
ed the  popular  condemnation  of  the  sub-treasury 
project.  It  was  your  indomitable  spirit  which,  in 
1838,  when  Maine,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
succumbed  to  executive  power,  restored  the  hopes 
and  revived  the  energies  of  the  republic.  It  was  your 
undaunted  firmness— your  lofty,  patriotic  devotion — • 
which,  in  1839,  when  almost  every  other  state  surren- 
dered, rekindled  the  dying  watchfires  upon  the  bat- 
tlements of  freedom,  and  in  the  breasts  of  your  ad- 
miring countrymen  lit  up  an  enthusiastic  ardor  of 
which  the  triumph  of  1840  was  the  legitimate  result! 
Freemen  of  New  York!  You  are  they  who  achieved 
those  glorious  victories;  your  country  again  appeals 
for  your  filial  aid  in  her  direst  calamity,  and  if  the 
same  spirit  still  lives  in  your  breast,  you  can  rescue 
her  again!  Is  she  not  worthy  a generous  effort? 

At  all  events,  we  entreat  you,  fellow  citizens,  to 
come  forward  and  vote  at  the  approaching  election. 
Indifference  in  such  a crisis  is  the  blackest  treason. 
If  you  are  tired  of  serving  your  country,  turn  against 
her  and  vote  the  locofoco  ticket.  If  you  desire  the 
restoration  of  servility,  venality,  and  corruption  in 
our  state  councils — if  you  wish  to  see  the  business  of 
banking  a monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a central  power 
and  the  liberty  to  pursue  it  sold  out  in  parcels  for  gold 
or  votes — if  you  wish  to  see  the  business  of  auctions 
another  monopoly  of  the  central  regency,  to  be  doled 
out  by  them  only  to  desperate  partisans  in  payment 
or  purchase  of  services — if  you  wish  to  see  your  su- 
pervisors overruled  by  a bevy  of  party  made  judges 
in  the  appointment  of  local  officers — in  short,  if  you 
desire  the  return  of  that  rule  which  so  long  rendered 
New  York  politics  a by-word  for  corruption  through 
the  land,  then  vote  openly  for  the  locofoco  ticket,  and 
secure  at  once  the  object  of  your  desires  and  the  re- 
ward of  your  exertions.  But  never,  we  implore  you, 
let  the  thought  embitter  your  future  years  that  New 
York  fell  supinely  into  the  grasp  of  her  most  justly 
banished  Tarquins,  when  the  freeman’s  weapon  in 
your  outstretched  hands  might  have  prevented  it. 

For  the  venal,  the  versatile,  the  timid,  the  feeble 
in  purpose,  we  can  offer  no  incitements  to  engage 
earnestly  in  the  cause  of  the  people  in  the  coming 
contest.  The  struggle  must  be  arduous,  but  its  issue 
need  not  be  doubted.  The  spoilers,  at  once  smarting 
under  the  tremendous  defeat  of  last  year,  and  electri- 
fied with  sudden  and  sanguine  hopes  by  recent  occur- 
rences, are  already  in  the  field  with  their  drilled  fol- 
lowers. To  their  fierce  onset  we  can  oppose  only  the 
calm  good  sense,  the  stern  integrity,  the  indomitable 
patriotism  of  the  majority  of  the  freemen  of  New 
York.  If  these  will  hut  devote  to  their  country  the 
few  days  intervening  before  election,  in  the  spirit  and 
with  the  energy  of  the  three  last  contests,  then  vic- 
tory will  again  smile  on  the  whig  banner,  and  hope 
thrill  the  breasts  of  our  brethren  all  over  the  union. 
To  you,  freemen  of  New  York,  is  committed  the 
great  duty  of  keeping  alive  the  sacred  flame  of  liberty 
amid  the  fury  of  the  tempest,  when  feebler  hands 
have  proved  unequal  to  the  task.  May  the  result 
prove  you  worthy  of  the  high  responsibilities  with 
wffiich  you  are  intrusted,  and  commend  you  still  more 
strongly  to  the  affection  and  gratitude  of  your  coun- 
trymen! 

LEWIS  BENEDICT, 

JOHN  'TOWNSEND, 
SAMUEL  STEVENS, 
JOHN  TAYLOR, 

JAMES  HORNER, 

• ROBERT  THOMPSON, 

SANFORD  COBB, 

State  Central  Committee. 

Albany,  Oct.  16,  1841. 
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Anti-Slavery  Convention.  At  a laie  anti-slavery 
convention  in  Vermont,  a young  fanatic  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a missionary,  to  travel  in  the  soutnern 
states,  for  the  purpose  of  remonstrating  against  the  si n 
of  slavery.  The  convention  concurred  in  the  motion, 
and  the  young  zealot  was  very  properly  himself  appoint- 
ed the  missionary.  He  avows  his  intention  to  under- 
take the  crusade;  but  we  imagine  lie  will  find  his  valor 
oozing  out  at  every  pore  as  he  approaches  the  Potomac. 
If  not,  however,  we  doubt  whether  he  will  make  his  bu- 
siness known  after  he  gets  among  us.  Indeed,  if  he 
will  come  with  his  eyes  open  and  his  mouth  shut,  we 
shall  not  be  surprised  if  he  makes  his  home  among  us, 
and  becomes  a slaveholder  himself- — which  we  assure 
him  is  far  preferable  to  the  late  which  awaits  hint  if  he 
visits  us  in  the  spirit  of  a crusader.  [ Virginian. 

Bank  items.  The  Bangor  Whig  states  that  the  Still- 
water Canal  bank  has  been  enjoined  by  the  bank  com- 
missioners. 

The  Commercial  bank  of  New  York.  R.  W.  Red- 
field,  cashier  of  the  Commercial  bank,  which  was  recent- 
ly enjoined,  has  disappeared — his  accounts  are  deficient 
lo  the  amount  of  about  $56,000.  They  trace  the  com* 
mencemem  of  his  default  back  as  far  as  1837.  It  is  ru- 
mored that  he  went  out  in  the  Acadia.  Tiiis  is  a very 
astounding  disclosure,  Mr.  Redtield  having  always  been 
esteemed  a very  exemplary  man.  His  bond  for  §20,01)0 
is  said  to  be  perfectly  good. 

We  are  authorised  to  say  that  Messrs.  E.  R.  Biudle 
and  Edwin  Lord,  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  have  beenremoved 
from  office  by  a vote  of  the  board  of  directors.  We  also 
understand  that  their  successors  have  not  yet  been  ap- 
pointed. [ Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 

A new  counterfeit  of  the  following  description  has  been 
detected  in  this  city — $5  bank  of  Auburn — pay  to  B. 
Reed  or  bearer — dated  August  1,  1841 — J.  S.  Seymour, 
cash’r;  Samuel  Kellogg,  pres’t — engraved  by  S.  Stiles, 
Sherman  & Smith,  N.  ~Y.  Mr.  Kellogg  has  been  dead 
some  two  years.  [ Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser. 

A letter  from  Cireleville  to  the  editor  of  the  Ohio  States- 
man says,  the  new  bank  at  Cireleville  has  exploded  and 
made  an  assignment  of  its  assets — mere  is  a good  deal 
of  excitement  consequent  upon  this  explosion. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  says — There  is  an 
increasing  demand  for  money,  and  the  rate  in  market 
has  advanced.  Nine  to  eleven  per  cent,  per  annum,  for 
good  notes,  is  readily  obtained. 

The  ability  of  the  banks  of  the  city  lo  discount  is 
greatly  circumscribed  in  consequence  of  the  large  amount 
of  their  capitals  being  locked  up  in  the  post  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  These  were  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  contributed  by  them  to  aid  the  United 
Stales  hank  to  resume  specie  payments  in  January  last. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  held  by  the  banks  re- 


spectively— 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  $1,363,745 

Philadelphia,  1,069,454 

Fanners  & Mechanics,  783,846 

Commercial,  350,000 

North  America,  427  433 

Mechanics,  521,855 

Manufactures  & Mechanics,  160.369 

Kensington,  21,350 

Northern  Liberties,  214,477 

Penn  Township,  160,857 

Total,  $5,078,444 


Bank  robbers  sentenced.  Brown,  Green  and  Francis- 
cus,  the  rubbers  of  the  Herkimer  county  hank,  having  se- 
verally pleaded  guilty  to  the  indictment  found  against 
them,  were  on  Saturday  sentenced  at  Herkimer  to  four 
years  cl  nfinenient  at  hard  labor  in  the  slate  prison.  They 
started  fir  Auburn  that  afternoon,  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  their  new  station. 

The  William  Brown.  The  grand  jury  at  Philadelphia 
have  ignored  three  bills  for  murder  against  Holmes,  one 
of  the  seamen  of  the  unfortunate  ship  William  Brown, 
who  helped  to  throw  the  passengers  overboard.  They 
however  have,  under  consideration,  hills  for  man- 
slaughter. 

Charleston.  The  census  of  the  population  of  Charles- 
ton, Suuth  Carolina,  furnishes  the  following  exhibit: — 
While. males  6,826;  white  females  6.203;  total  white  per- 
sons 13,029.  Free  colored  persons — males  584;  females 
977;  total  free  colored  persons  1,561.  Male  slaves  6,834; 
female  slaves  8,339;  total  slaves  14,673.  Aggregate  total 
29,263. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Constellation,  “at  sen.  lat.  34  6,  S» 
Jon.  18  34,  E.  July  31,  1841.  It  will  gratify  the  friends 
of  officers  and  men  on  board  the  Constellation  and  Bos- 
ton, to  know  that  we  are  in  unusually  fine  health,  not 
having  lost  by  sickness  a man  or  officer  on  hoard  this 
ship,  and  hut  one  mail  belonging  to  the  Boston.” 

|[ Boston  Atlas. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  New  York,  183,  of 
which  100  were  natives  of  the  United  States,  and  the  re- 
sidue were  foreigners.  39  of  them  from  Ireland,  9 from 
England,  &c.  23  occurred  by  consumption,  10  were  co- 
lored persons. 

Death  of  Mr.  Forsyth.  By  yesterday  morning’s  cars 
from  Washington  intelligence  was  received  of  the  death, 
in  that  city,  on  Thursday  night,  of  the  lion.  John  For- 
syth, late  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States. 


The  hon.  John  Murphy,  formerly  governor  of  Alaba- 
ma, and  representative  in  congress,  died  at  his  residence 
in  Clark  county  (Ala.)  on  the  21st  ult.  aged  56. 

Elections.  In  Pennsylvania  Gov.  Porter’s  (V.  B.)  ma- 
jority over  Bunks  (whig)  will  lie  upwards  of  20,000.  Tne 
house  of  representatives  will  have  a large  Van  Buren 
majority.  In  the  senate  it  is  said  the  wings  will  have  a 
majority  of  one,  the  whig  candidate  in  the  Alleghany 
district  having  succeeded  by  a majority  of  one  vole. 

In  Georgia  the  majority  for  McDonald , (V.  B.)  is  be- 
tween two  and  three  thousand — in  the  senate  there  are 
57  Van  Buren  to  35  whigs,  and  1 tie — in  the  house,  119 
Vau  Buren,  88  whigs.  Van  Buren  majority  on  joint  bal- 
lot 53. 

In  Ohio  the  elections  result  in  a Van  Buren  majority  of 
two  in  the  senate  and  of  two  in  the  house — four  on  joint 
ballot. 

Faneuil  Hall.  This  structure  is  just  one  hundred 
years  old.  On  the  14th  of  July,  1740,  Peter  Faneuil,  a 
distinguished  merchant  of  Boston,  made  an  offer,  in  town 
meeting,  to  build  a market  house,  the  town  being  then 
without  one.  The  offer  was  accepted  by  a vote  of  367 
to  360 — by  so  narrow  a vote  did  Mr.  Faneuil  secure  im- 
mortality to  his  name  by  connecting  it  with  the  cradl*  of 
liberty.  The  building  was  commenced  the  next  year, 
and  finished  in  1742.  The  generous  donor  so  far  ex- 
ceeded his  promise  as  to  add  “a  spacious  and  most  beau- 
tiful town  hall  over  it,  and  several  other  convenient 
rooms,”  as  the  description  published  at  that  time  repre- 
sents them.  In  commemoration  of  his  generosity,  the 
town,  bv  a special  vote,  conferred  his  name  on  the  hall, 
and,  as  a further  testimony  of  respect,  it  was  voted  that 
Mr.  Faneuil’s  picture  be  drawn  at  full  length  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  and  placed  in  the  hall. 

Mr.  Faneuil  died  on- the  3d  day  of  March,  1743.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  held  in  Fa- 
neuil  jiall,  was  on  the  14  h of  the  same  month,  for  the 
purpose  of  a funeral  oration  on  the  donor.  The  orator 
was  John  Lovell  This  discourse  has  one  merit  not  of- 
ten lo  be  (bund  at  present,  in  kindred  performances — 
that  of  brevity.  It  occupies  2 octavo  pages  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Magazine.  [ Boston  Times. 

Fire.  About  7,234  houses  were  destroyed  by  the  re- 
cent fire  at  Smyrna. 

Flour  Trade.  The  New  York  Express  of  Thurs- 
day says: 

The  receipts  of  produce  down  the  North  river,  and 
particularly  that  through  the  Western  canal,  are  truly 
astonishing.  All  accounts  agree  that,  along  the  whole 
line,  the  increase  is  equally  great.  At  Buffalo  the  re- 
ceipts for  three  months,  compared  with  1840,  were  as 
follows:  ' 


Arrivals. 

Wheat. 

Flour. 

Corn  Sf  Oats. 

1840 

210 

155,331 

50,612 

15.789 

1841 

290 

189,186 

59,376 

28,774 

1339 

267 

163.239 

25  027 

1840 

223 

224.184 

62,718 

21,415 

1S41 

284 

403,862 

74,561 

44,412 

1839 

227 

271,393 

54,015 

1840 

218 

216,099 

91,295 

10,351 

Here  is  an  exhibit  rarely  given  In  September  the 
receipts  were  403,862  bushels  of  wheat,  nearly  double 
that  of  the  previous  year,  and  this  month  will,  no  doubt, 
swell  the  receipts  to  an  equal  magnitude.  It  is  also  to 
he  considered  that  a much  larger  quantity  of  flour  has 
gone  from  Ohio  to  Canada,  through  the  Welland  canal, 
than  formerly.  The  surplus  produce  this  year  from 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan,  via:  Buffalo,  will  be  nearly 
double  what  it  ever  has  been.  It  is  only  surprising  that  so 
vast  an  amount  of  produce  as  is  pouring  into  the  city, 
can  be  so  easily  turned  into  cash  as  it  is.  Flour,  wheat 
and  all  other  grain  find  ready  purchasers  at  cash  rates. 
The  demand  continues  here  for  supplies  for  the  New 
England  markets,  the  British  provinces,  and  foreign 
ports. 

McLeod,  was  acquitted  on  the  15th  instant,  and  left 
Utica  on  the  16  h for  Montreal,  under  the  protection  of 
the  sheriff  of  Oneida  county  and  two  officers  of  the 
Uniled  States  army  who  accompanied  him  to  the  Cana- 
da line.  The  Montreal  Herald  announces  his  arrival 
in  that  city  on  the  16th,  by  the  steamboat  Princess  Vic- 
toria. He  was  received  with  open  arms,  and  cheered 
by  an  immense  crowd  that  accompanied  him  to  his 
lodgings.  He  has  been  a year  in  confinement.  His  first 
arrest  was  upon  the  24th  September — the  second  upon 
the  12th  November,  1S40,  just  11  months  prior  to  his  ac- 
quittal. 

Monuments.  The  ladies  of  Wilkesbarre,  with  com- 
mendable zeal,  are  striving  to  obtain  $3,000  to  build  the 
Wyoming  monument.  They  have  about  $2  500  on 
hand  and  the  balance  they  need  before  starting  with  the 
noble  enterprise. 

The  monument  on  Bunker  Hill  has  become  an  im- 
posing object.  It  has  risen  to  the  height  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-live  feet,  and  may  he  seen  from  various  points 
at  the  distance  of  many  miles.  To  a spectator  in  its  im- 
mediate vicinity  t he  effect  of  this  simple,  unembeilished 
column  of  granite  is  a sensation  of  sublimity.  From  the 
top  the  view  is  inexpressibly  grand  and  beautiful;  while 
few  persons  can  stand  near  iis  base  and  look  at  the  top 
without  a feeling  of  awe  and  veneration.  The  work,  we 
believe,  is  now  suspended  for  the  season,  to  he  renewed 
again  in  the  spring,  and  prosecuted  with  vigor  to  its 
completion.  The  builder,  Mr.  Savage,  is  by  contract, 
allow  ed  till  October,  1843,  to  complete  it:  hut,  from  the 
rapidity  with  which  he  wrought  the  present  season,  we 


have  no  doubt  he  will  be  able  to  accomplish  his  labor  in 
the  course  of  the  next  summer.  Twenty  or  twenty-one 
courses  of  stone  only  are  yet  to  he  laid.  Courier. 

New  Orleans.  The  deaths  reported  to  the  hoard  of 
health  on  the  6th  insl.  amounted  to  30 — of  which  15 
were  by  yellow  fever. 

The  Professions.  It  is  calculated  that  there  are  in 
the  United  States  14,012  lawyers,  14,680  clergymen  and 
10,322  physicians. 

Shipwrecks.  At  a recent  meeting  of  the  British  asso- 
ciation for  the  advancement  of  science,  a statement  was 
read,  affirming  that  in  the  course  of  the  year  500  ships 
had  been  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  that  country — the  an- 
nual loss  of  lives  being  1,200  and  of  means  .£3,000,000. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  odd  vessels  that  have  suffer- 
ed more  or  less  in  the  late  severe  gale  on  the  east  of  New 
England,  have  been  reported  in  the  Salem  Gazette  al- 
ready. 

Silk.  Since  the  mania  for  speculating  in  mulberry 
trees  has  subsided,  many  persons,  we  learn, have  turned 
their  attention  in  a greater  or  less  degree  towards  the 
culture  of  silk.  Among  those  who  have  entered  into 
the  business  on  a scale  perhaps  as  large  as  any  one  in 
this  neighborhood,  is  Mr.  Robert  Sinclair,  senr.  The 
gentleman,  notwithstanding  some  mishaps,  which  expe- 
rience alone  will  teach  him  lo  avoid,  produced  the  past 
season  a sufficient  quantity  of  reeled  silk  and  cocoons 
to  yield  him  the  sum  of  $357.  The  result  is  very  flatter- 
ing, and  satisfies  Mr.  Sinclair  that  the  business  can  be 
profitably  pursued,  and  that  if,  as  in  other  states,  a small 
bounty  was  allowed  for  its  production,  many  persons 
would  be  induced  to  enter  into  the  business  with  profit 
to  ihemselves  aud  advantage  to  the  community. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  Wellington,  which  sailed 
from  N.  York  last  iveek  for  London,  carried  out  $120,000 
in  specie.  The  packet  ship  United  States,  for  Liverpool, 
takes  about  $40,000. 

The  Havre  pacKet  ship  Sully,  takes  out  $185,000  in 
specie. 

The  “Acadia”  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  16th  with 
$64,000  in  specie,  from  New  York,  which  was  shipped 
through  Harden  & Co.  It  is  thought  that  a large 
amount  was  sent  by  private  hands,  of  which  the  agent 
. had  no  account. 

The  British  ship  Race-horse  had  arrived  at  Port  Royal 
from  Vera  Cruz,  with  $900,000  for  the  Commissariat  and 
Colonial  bank. 

Steam  ships.  The  Caledonia,  for  Liverpool,  left  Ha- 
lifax on  the  evening  of  the  8th  inst.  after  a stoppage  of  24 
hours,  with  59  passengers. 

The  Alabama,  Capt.  Windle,  sailed  from  Baltimore 
for  New  Orleans  and  Havana,  on  Saturday  last.  She 
went  offin  fine  style. 

The  Acadia  left  Boston  on  Saturday,  with  61  passen- 
gers for  Liverpool  and  17  for  Halifax.  She  carries  out 
10,000  letters,  and  6 bags  of  newpapers. 

Strabismus.  The  king  of  the  French  has  conferred 
the  order  of  the  legion  of  honor  on  the  celebrated  sur- 
geon, Dieffenbacb,  the  discoverer  of  the  operation  for  the 
cure  ol  strabismus.  Dr.  Dieffenbacb,  it  appears,  has  re- 
nounced his  own  operation  for  the  cure  of  stuttering,  a 
patient  having  bled  to  death  under  his  hands.  A distin- 
guished English  surgeon,  Mr.  Bennett  Lucas,  long  since 
demonstrated  the  danger  of  this  very  operation. 

Change  of  troops.  Detroit , Oct.  12.  We  are  infoimed 
that  an  order  has  been  received  in  this  city,  by  General 
Brady,  informing  him  that  the  several  companies  of  the 
4th  artillery  stationed  at  this  place,  Dearborn,  Fort  Gra- 
tiot, Mackinac  and  the  Sault,  are  to  be  transferred  to 
Buffalo,  Niagara,  Oswego  and  Saekett’s  Harbor;  and 
that  the  5th  regiment  of  infantry,  heretofore  ordered  to 
Florida,  are  to  be  stationed  upon  this  frontier — four  or 
five  companies  in  this  city,  and  the  residue  at  the  posts 
to  be  vacated  by  tiie  removal  of  the  4th  artillery.  The 
counter  order  will  probably  meet  the  5ih  infantry  at  St. 
Louis.  If  so,  they  wiil  arrive  here  early  next  month. 

[Advertiser. 

The  last  verdict  upon  record.  Somewhere  near 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  a suit  was  brought  before  a justice  of  the 
peace  We  tell  the  tale  as  it  was  told  by  the  Cleveland 
News.  A jury  was  empannelled  and  sworn  to  hear,  de- 
termine, and  a true  verdict  to  give — according  to  law  and 
evidence.  The  trial  proceeded,  witnesses  testified,  the 
lawyers  argued  long  and  learnedly.  The  justice  gravely 
charged  the  jury  as  to  the  law  involved  in  the  case.  The 
jury  retired;  suspense  was  intense  but  short — they  return- 
ed with  a written  verdict.  The  foreman  presented  it  to 
the  court.  Thejustiee  mechanically  inquired  •'Gentlemen 
are  you  all  agreed?1’  “All!”  He  then  carelully  ndjusted 
his  specs,  and,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  read  as  follows: 
“The  jury  find  that  this  court  lias  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
case.” 

Western  National  Armory.  The  Madisonian  says 
that  in  compliance  vliih  die  provisions  ol  the  act  passed 
at  the  late  session  of  congress,  die  president  has  directed 
the  formation  of  a board  for  the  purpose  of  “selecting  a 
suitable  site  on  the  western  waters,  fur  the  establishment 
of  a national  armory,”  and  lias  designated  the  following 
officers  to  compose  the  board,  viz: 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  W.K.  Armistead,  president; 
Lieui.  Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  topographical  engineers; 
Surgeon  General  I’.  Lawson. 

We  understand  that  the  board  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  execution  of  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 
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OFFICE  NILES’  REGISTER, 
Baltimore,  October  25,  1841. 

Mr.  C.  W.  James,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  assisted  by 
J\I.  Meeker  and  James  R.  Smith,  are  authorised  to  col- 
lect money  due  this  office  and  receive  new  subscri- 
bers for  the  same.  His  office  and  residence  is  on 
Harrison  street  east  of  Broadway  line. 

The  very  kind  intimations  of  our  friend  D.  J. 
are  duly  appreciated,  and  the  hints  conveyed  will  be  at- 
tended to. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Columbia,  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
21st,  in  15|  days  from  Liverpool,  which  she  left  on 
the  5tlq  bringing  117  passengers,  amongst  whom  is 
Professor  Hare  and  his  son,  and  Lord  Morpeth  M. 
P.  late  secretary  for  Ireland,  who  designs  visiting  the 
principal  parts  of  the  union  and  British  America. 

Mr.  Stevenson  the  American  minister  in  London 
is  to  leave  in  the  Great  Western. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

John  Bull  is  just  now  mightily  amused  with  the 
hope  of  shortly  having  a prince  of  Wales,  as  heir  to 
the  power  to  rule  over  him — his  present  professed 
devotion  to  petticoat  government  notwithstanding. 

Prorogation  of  Parliament.  The  first  session 
of  the  parliament  which  made  sir  Robert  Peel  minis- 
ter, was  to  terminate  either  on  Thursday  or  Friday, 
the  8th  or  9th,  by  an  adjournment  to  the  month  of 
January  or  February.. 

Parliament  continued  its  sittings,  but  the  new  mi- 
nistry appeared  very  much  at  a loss  as  to  what  mea- 
sures it  were  best  to  propose  for  the  relief  of  the 
country.  Sir  Robert  Peel  finds  it  much  easier  to 
pull  down  than  to  build  up.  The  people  were  evi- 
dently growing  impatient,  and  were  beginning  to  in- 
quire for  the  tokens  of  that  public  prosperity  so  loud- 
ly promised  them  upon  the  accession  of  the  conser- 
vative administration. 

Meetings  have  been  held,  and  continue  to  be  held, 
in  all  the  principal  towns  of  the  kingdom,  to  memo- 
ralise  the  queen  not  to  prorogue  parliament  until  the 
existing  national  distress  has  been  inquired  into  and 
alleviated.  One  was  held  in  Liverpool  on  Saturday 
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night,  the  mayor  presiding,  at  which  upwards  of  five 
thousand  people,  principally  laboring  men,  were 
present. 

Unusual  activity  prevailed  in  the  dockyards  of 
Chatham,  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth.  The  line-of- 
battle  ships  Formidable,  Illustrious,  Belvidere,  Thalia 
and  Heroine,  and  the  men-of-war  Speedy,  Pique, 
Harlequin,  Aigle,  Syren,  Styx  and  Malabar,  were 
nearly  ready  for  sea.  Some  difficulty,  however, 
was  found  in  collecting  crews  for  these  vessels.  They 
were  supposed  to  be  intended  as  a reinforcement  to 
the  China  squadron. 

The  lord  mayor  of  London  had  given  a grand  din- 
ner to  the  mayor  elect  and  sheriffs  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Among  the  company  were  admiral  sir  R. 
Stopford,  and  sir  C.  Napier.  These  distinguished 
men  had  lately  been  presented  with  the  freedom  of 
the  city,  for  their  gallant  services  in  Syria. 

Sir  C.  Bagot,  now  governor  general  of  B.  N. 
America,  was  to  leave  England  on  the  10th.  Lady 
C.  and  family  will  not  accompany  his  excellency. 

Messrs.  W.  R.  and  S.  Mitchell,  old  established  and 
highly  respectable  W.  I.  merchants,  and  proprietors 
of  vast  estates  in  Jamaica,  &c.  had  failed,  in  conse- 
quence, it  was  said,  of  the  shortness  of  the  crops. 

In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  Bath  bank, 
Mr.  Hobhouse  has  resigned  his  seat  for  Hereford;  the 
vacancy  is  contested  by  Mr.  Freshfield  on  the  conser- 
vative interest,  and  Mr.  Pulsford  on  the  liberal  in- 
terest. The  hon.  Octavius  Duncombe  has  been  re- 
turned for  the  N.  Riding  of  York,  vacant  by  the  ac- 
cession of  his  brother  to  the  barony  of  Feversham. 

Sir  Edward  Sugden  has  been  gazetted  lord  chan- 
cellor of  Ireland;  the  right  hon.  F.  Blackburne,  at- 
torney general;  and  E.  Pennefather,  esq.  solicitor 
general. 

It  appears  to  us  that  almost  all  kinds  of  trade  in 
England,  must  be  in  a most  depressed  state,  and  im- 
mense suffering  must  have  followed.  As  the  duties 
on  wheat  had  risen  to  10  shillings,  of  course  bread 
stuffs  had  fallen;  but  whether  the  depreciation  had 
reached  the  point  which  in  the  near  approximation  of 
the  harvest  it  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
indeed  we  cannot  tell. 


land,  upon  the  deposites,  which  it  is  understood  that 
they  provided  in  case  of  emergency  such  as  the  pre- 
sent, in  Paris  and  Hamburg;  for  their  bullion  is  actu- 
ally <£322, 000  less  than  represented  in  the  returns  of 
17th  September. 

Liverpool,  Oct.  1,  1841.  Our  grain  harvest  is 
nearly  finished,  but  it  is  yet  too  early  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  crops.  Much  of  the  wheat,  owing  to 
the  uncertain  state  of  the  weather  which  prevailed 
during  the  harvest,  has  been  carried  in  in  bad  condi- 
tion, and  the  opinion  prevails  that  the  crop  is  below  an 
average.  A serious  deficiency  is  also  apprehended 
in  some  other  articles  of  food,  particularly  in  pota- 
toes, which  in  some  parts  have  completely  failed. 

On  the  17th  ult.  all  the  foreign  wheat  and  flour  in 
the  kingdom,  a quantity  equal  to  1,500,000  quarters 
of  wheat,  was  released  from  bond  at  the  lowest  rates 
of  duty.  This  large  quantity  thrown  on  the  market 
occasioned  a temporary  dullness,  and  a slight  depres- 
sion in  prices,  but  from  this  the  market  has  recover- 
ed, and  there  is  a steady  demand  for  free  wheat  at 
9s.  3d.a9s.  9d.  per  bushel  of  70  lbs.  and  for  free  flour 
at  36s. a36s.  fid.  per  barrel.  For  bonded  wheat  and 
flour,  there  are  no  quotations. 

Indian  corn  is  in  limited  request  at  34s.a38s.  per 
quarter,  duty  paid;  the  duty  this  week  is  3s.  4d.  per 
quarter.  The  speculators  having  attained  their  ob- 
ject of  realizing  all  the  foreign  wheat  and  flour  at 
the  low  duty,  have  now  no  desire  to  depress  the  ave- 
rages; and  the  new  wheat  carried  in  in  bad  condition, 
being  brought  to  market,  the  duty  is  advancing  as  ra- 
pidly as  it  fell. 

This  week  the  duty  is  10s.  8d.  and  in  a few  weeks 
it  will  again  rise  to  20s.  8d.  per  quarter.  Should  the 
deficiency  in  the  crop  be  as  great  as  is  apprehended, 
the  better  qualities  of  wheat  being  offered  for  sale, 
the  averages  will  rise,  and  foreign  wheat  and  flour 
will  be  again  admitted  at  the  lowest  duty;  thus  af- 
fording a practical  illustration  of  the  admirable  and 
equitable  working  of  a sliding  scale. 

Liverpool  Cotton  Market,  Oct.  4.  The  whole 
import  of  cotton  in  Liverpool  Oct.  1,  984,698  bales. 
Against  same  time  1840  1,266,672 


Liverpool,  2d  Oct.  1841.  In  our  letters  since  the 
1st  May,  we  have  constantly  alluded  to  the  efforts 
making  for  a change  in  the  import  duties,  more  espe- 
cially on  corn.  We  are  now  told  that  nothing  will 
be  done  until  next  year,  and  that  then  no  alteration 
of  any  importance  will  be  made  in  the  corn  laws. — 
Previous  to  this  declaration  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  administration,  we  had  col- 
lected the  following  facts,  in  order  to  convince  even 
the  most  obtuse,  of  the  absurdity  and  injustice  of  the 
present,  or  any  sliding  scale  of  duty,  as  affecting  the 
import  of  wheat  and  flour  from  the  United  States. — 
For  example — Since  the  9th  of  August,  when  the  du- 
ty on  wheat  was  22s.  8d.  per  quarter,  to  the  20th  of 
Sept,  when  the  duty  was  Is.  per  quarter,  the  impor- 
tation of  wheat  from  the  continent,  into  five  of  the 
principal  ports  of  this  kingdom,  has  exceeded  600,000 
quarters,  whilst  from  the  United  States  not  one  bush- 
el of  wheat  or  one  barrel  of  flour  has  been  received, 
1,208  barrels  of  flour  arrived  last  week  at  the  2s.  8d. 
duty,  now  it  is  10s.  8d.  and  in  all  probability  will  be 
16s.  8d.  next  week,  and  22s.  8d.  in  a fortnight  after. 

The  minimum  duty — the  week  it  took  effect — and 
the  present  advance  in  the  duty,  are  in  exact  accord- 
ance with  the  opinions  of  three  of  the  first  houses  en- 
gaged in  the  corn  trade  in  this  town,  and  were  by  us 
sent  out  by  the  steamer  which  sailed  on  the  4th  Au- 
gust, and  the  1,208  barrels  of  flour  alluded  to  were 
ordered  by  that  steamer. 

If  these  facts  do  not  open  the  eyes  of  the  most  in- 
veterate of  the  bigots,  we  know  not  what  will. 

The  sequel  then  is  this,  these  1,000  barrels  will 
nett  about  £1,500,  which  will  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  the  600,000 
quarters  of  wheat  will  have  cost  about  £1,500,000, 
which  will  be  taken  from  the  coffers  of  the  Bank  of 
England  in  gold.  The  same  game  is  to  be  played  in 
the  spring,  probably  towards  April  or  May.  What 
confidence  therefore  can  be  placed  in  the  stability  of 
trade,  when  the  state  of  the  currency  of  this  country 
is  in  the  hands  of  a few  of  the  dealers  in  corn  in  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool!  They,  in  fact,  and  not  the  Bank 
of  England,  become  the  regulators  of  it. 

The  continental  exchanges  are  now  favorable  to 
this  country,  but  we  rather  apprehend  that  this  effect 
is  produced  through  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 


Leaving  a decrease  of  281,974 

The  imports  of  American  this  year  775,181 
Against  same  time  1840  1,101,722 


Leaving  a decrease  of  326,541 

The  stock  on  hand,  of  all  descriptions,  on  the  1st 
Oct.  1841  535.070  bales. 

Do.  same  time  1840  499,410 


Increase  35,660 

The  stock  on  hand  of  American,  on  the  1st  Oct 

1841  395,580  bales’. 

Do.  same  time  1840  428,660 

Decrease  33,080 

Showing  a decrease  in  sales  of  American  as  compar- 
ed with  last  year  293,641 

There  has  been  taken,  to  1st  Oct. 

Bales.  Bales. 

By  the  trade  775,520  Same  time  in  1840  922,300 

Speculators  157,860  190,350 

For  export  37,690  51,190 


1,163,840 


971,070 

Being  a decrease  of  192,770  bales. 

The  sales  of  the  week,  ending  1st  Oct.  1841,  were 


Sea  Island 
Upland 
Mobile,  Ala-  ' 
bama  & Ten- 
nessee 
N.  Orleans 
Surat, 

Other  des. 


160  bales 
6,180 

5,980 

9,760 
2,640 
9,400 


13al8* 

4Ja7 

4Ja7 

43a8 

3<ia5j 

5jal0£ 


27,120 

The  sales  of  the  week,  ending  24th  September 
were  32,450  bales. 

The  current  prices  have  been,  of  American.  Sea 
Island,  ordinary  to  middling  12al3;  fair  to  good  fair 
14al5;  good  to  fine  17a30.  Stain’d  do.  ordinary  to 
middling  5a5j;  fair  to  good  fair  7a7j;  good  to  fine 
8ial0.  Upland,  ordinary  to  middling  43a5J;  fair  to 
good  fair  6ta6|;  good  to  fine  7a±7.  Mobile,  ordina- 
ry to  middling  4Ja55;  fair  to  good  fair  6ia6j;  good 
to  fine  7ja7i.  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  ordinary  to 
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middling  4§a5j;  fair  to  good  fair  5£.  New  Orleans, 
ordinary  to  middling  4fa5|;  fair  to  good  fair  6(a7; 
good  to  fine  74a8|. 

On  Saturday,  the  2d  October,  the  sales  were  5 a 
6,000  bales,  1,000  of  which  to  speculators.  On 
Monday  (4th  Oct.)  they  were  5,000  bales,  at  very 
full  prices,  particularly  for  the  descriptions  worth 
less  than  6d. 

By  reference  to  the  published  statements  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  while  the  stock  of  American  cotton 
is  less  by  35,000  bale3  than  at  the  same  time  last 
year,  that  of  other  countries  has  increased  70,000 
bales  beyond  what  it  was  at  the  same  time  in  1840; 
and  by  the  following  comparative  statement,  that  al- 
though the  prices  of  the  grades  from  fair  to  fine  are 
higher  than  at  the  same  time  last  year,  those  below 
fair  are  as  much  lower  than  the  then  rates. 

Upland  Mobile  New  Orleans 
1841.  1840.  1841.  1840.  1841.  1840. 


Ordinary 

41 

5f 

41 

51 

41  5i 

Fair 

61 

6 

61 

61 

6.1  6| 

Good 

7 

61 

71 

61 

7i  n 

This  may  appear  unimportant  to  casual  observers, 
but  it  ought  not  to  escape  notice,  as  it  proves  the 
opinion  expressed  in  our  last  commercial  article  of 
15th  instant,  that  we  have  already  a powerful  rival 
in  the  East  India  possessions  of  England,  leaving 
Egypt  entirely  out  of  the  question.  From  our  cor- 
respondents we  learn  that  East  India  cotton  now 
barely  loses  money,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  large 
quantities  now  on  their  way,  will,  if  sold  at  present 
prices,  yield  a handsome  profit.  Apart  from  the  ques- 
tions of  politics  and  crop,  this  must  determine  the 
prices  of  the  lower  qualities  of  American  for  the  en- 
suing season,  and  we  look  for  lower  prices  for  some 
months  to  come. 

As  regards  the  finer  qualities,  prices  will  depend 
much  on  the  supplies  of  the  new  crop,  and  as  our 
late  advices  from  the  south  lead  us  to  believe  that 
the  yield  this  year  will  be  large,  for  although  the 
plant  has  been  severely  injured  in  some  sections, 
particularly  by  the  drought  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season,  that  only  extended  to  the  sandy  soils,  while 
the  black  land,  which  produces  by  far  the  heaviest 
yield,  was  benefitted.  . The  wet  weather  since  has 
had  a contrary  effect,  but  not,  we  believe,  to  any 
thing  like  the  extent  apprehended.  To  this  must  be 
added,  the  quantity  of  new  land  put  under  cultivation, 
amounting  probably  to  20  per  ct.  and  we  think  we  are 
borne  out  in  our  conclusions,  that  the  crop  this  year 
must  considerably  exceed  that  of  1840;  and  that  if  our 
peaceful  relations  are  preserved,  present  prices  can- 
not be  maintained. 

It  is  true  that  business  in  Manchester  has  been  bet- 
ter, but  the  orders  are  only  for  a few  weeks’  work, 
instead  of  months.  The  stocks  of  goods  also  are 
very  light,  but  they  have  been  forced  off  at  ruinous 
sacrifices,  and  foreign  markets  are  completely  glut- 
ted. The  depression  also  in  the  home  market,  aris- 
ing chiefly  from  the  inability  of  the  manufacturing 
population,  and  those  depending  on  them  for  sup- 
port, to  purchase  any  thing  like  their  usual  sup- 
plies, will  tend  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  from  reaching  the  weekly  ave- 
rage of  1840. 

The  high  price  of  provisions,  the  number  out  of 
employ,  and  of  those  who  for  a long  time  have  had 
only  partial  employment,  together  with  the  stoppage 
of  many  of  the  mills,  from  the  failure  of  the  owners, 
will  all  aid  in  continuing  the  present  depressions,  and 
it  will  acquire  a long  period  of  good  business  to  re- 
store things  to  their  former  healthy  state. 

If  we  are  right  in  our  conclusions,  prices  then 
must  go  down  to  the  lowest  rate  of  profit,  and  in  this 
branch  of  our  exports  perhaps  scarcely  a commission 
can  be  expected  to  be  realised. 

FRANCE. 

The  disturbances  in  Paris  have  entirely  ceased, 
and  the  capital  is  now  perfectly  tranquil. 

There  is  no  news  whatever  in  the  Paris  papers, 
they  are  chiefly  absorbed  by  arguments  on  the  un- 
usual number  of  prosecutions  to  which,  of  late,  the 
daily  press  has  been  subjected. 

The  popular  commotions  still  continued  in  various 
parts  of  France — especially  in  the  southern  depart- 
ments. The  ostensible  cause  of  the  difficulty  is  the 
persistance  of  the  government  in  taking  the  census, 
but  there  is  an  under  current  of  excitement,  kept 
alive  by  persons  disaffected  with  the  government, 
which  if  not  pacified,  will  ultimately  topple  the  good 
king  Louis  Pliillippe  from  his  throne. 

The  Toulon  papers  of  the  2d,  announced  the  sud- 
den return  of  the  sqadron,  in  compliance  with  orders 
transmitted  by  the  telegraph;  a circumstance  which 
induced  people  to  conclude  that  the  cause  of  such 
great  haste  could  not  be  a slight  one. 

Rupture  op  the  Negotiations  Between  France 
ano  Belgium.  The  Debats  contains  the  following  “It 
appears  certain  that  the  negotiations  between  France 
and  Belgium  will  not,  at  least  for  the  present,  lead  I 


to  the  grand  results  we  should  have  desired.  We 
were  aware  that  a customs  union  would,  on  investi- 
gation, be  met  with  many  obstacles;  but  we  at  the 
same  time  hoped  that  they  would,  through  the  known 
sincere  and  strong  good  will  of  both  parties  be  over- 
come. 

SPAIN. 

At  the  diplomatic  banquet  given  by  Mr.  Ashton 
in  Madrid,  his  excellency  having  alluded  to  the  pro- 
bability of  his  recall,  the  Spanish  premier  observed, 
“that  the  regent’s  government  would  perhaps  suc- 
ceed in  averting  the  unpleasant  occurrence  hinted  at 
by  Mr.  Ashton,  as  he,  (the  premier),  had  written  to 
the  new  British  minister,  and  stated  to  him  how 
much  it  would  be  gratified  by  the  continuance,  in 
Madrid,  of  his  present  representative,  who  had  so 
completely  identified  himself  with  the  views  and 
wants  of  the  existing  government. 

At  a bull  fight  at  Barcelona,  the  mob  required 
something  that  the  municipal  officers  on  the  spot 
thought  proper  to  deny.  But  the  rioters  having 
made  demonstrations  notunlike  those  which  in  July, 
1835,  ended  in  the  slaughter  of  a number  of  friars, 
the  authorities  gave  way. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  difficulties  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  so 
far  from  being  ended,  were  growing  more  virulent 
than  ever.  The  tone  of  El  Diaro,  at  Madrid,  was 
decidedly  warlike,  and  seemed  to  consider  the  “na- 
tional honor”  at  stake — as  though  Spain  still  possess- 
ed any  of  that  quality  worth  preserving! 

THE  EAST. 

A letter  from  Constantinople,  dated  1st  September, 
says  that  much  uneasiness  is  occasioned  in  the  Turk- 
ish capital  by  the  continued  armaments  of  Mehemit 
Ali,  and  that  the  convictions  produced  there  are  that 
the  pasha  is  making  preparations  for  declaring  him- 
self independent.  The  porte  on  its  side  is  conside- 
rably increasing  its  military  forces,  and  a firman 
calling  out  new  levies  will  be  published  in  a few 
days. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  Prussian  government  had  had  its  attention 
drawn  to  a new  and  ingenious  contrivance  for  walk- 
ing on  the  water — an  elaborate  account  of  which  is 
given  in  the  Prussian  State  Gazette.  It  is  the  in- 
vention of  a pioneer  in  the  garrison  at  Magdenburgh, 
who  several  times  descended  the  river  with  his 
knapsack  and  musket,  with  as  much  apparent  ease 
as  he  would  travel  over  a dry  road. 

A good  deal  of  excitement  had  been  produced  at 
Dresden  by  certain  new  facts  which  had  transpired 
relative  to  the  demise  of  the  young  author,  Gersten- 
haye.  It  was  at  first  asserted  that  he  committed 
suicide  in  a fit  of  insanity,  during  the  performance 
of  one  of  his  tragedies  at  the  National  theatre;  but 
it  has  been  since  ascertained  that  the  potion  which 
caused  bis  insanity  was  administered  by  a rival  au- 
thor. The  case  was  undergoing  investigation  before 
the  private  police,  and  the  facts  already  elicited  were 
said  to  be  of  the  most  singular  and  revolting  cha- 
racter. 

CHINA. 

Attack  on  Canton.  The  arrival  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  at  New  York,  furnishes  news  from  the  Celes- 
tial Empire  to  the  1st  of  June.  The  British,  it  will 
be  seen,  have  added  another  item  to  the  sad  catalogue 
of  outrages  upon  humanity,  which  their  rapacity  for 
power — or  rather  cupidity  evinced  in  the  determina- 
tion to  secure  at  any  and  every  price,  extended  com- 
merce for  their  insatiate  monopolizers  of  the  trade 
of  the  world.  It  is  but  another  leaf  in  the  lessons  of 
admonition  for  Americans.  China  and  her  undisci- 
plined and  imbecile  world  of  mortals  are  to-day  the 
quiet  victims — and  all  Europe  stand  by  with  folded 
arms,  not  even  breathing  the  cheap  objection  of  a 
manifesto  against  this  new  evidence  of  rapacity  with 
which  the  transaction  is  so  deeply  dyed. 

The  expedient  to  which  the  unfortunate  Chinese 
have  resorted,  of  ransoming  their  cities,  will  but  feed 
the  appetite  and  increase  the  capacity  of  their  enemy, 
whilst  it  is  the  certain  method  of  impoverishing  them- 
selves Six,  eight,  or  ten  millions  of  dollars  is  paid 
to  redeem  Canton — as  much  may  be  exacted  from 
every  city  in  the  route  of  the  British  to  Pekin.  The 
English  have  played  this  game  in  India  for  a century 
past.  They  understand  it.  It  would  have  been  bet- 
ter perhaps  for  China  that  Canton  had  been  abandoned, 
like  Moscow,  to  the  flames,  for  the  sake  of  the 
country. 

Our  previous  advices  had  met  the  British  fleet  ap- 
proaching Canton.  On  the  21st,  Captain  Elliot  issued 
I at  Canton  the  following  circular: 


“In  the  present  situation  of  circumstances,  her 
Britannic  majesty’s  plenipotentiary  feels  it  his  duty  to 
recommend  that  the  British  and  other  foreigners  now 
remaining  in  the  factories  should  retire  from  Canton 
before  sunset.” 

“CHARLES  ELLIOT, 

“II.  M.  Plenipotentiary. 

“British  Factory , 21st  May,  1841.” 

Even  without  this  notice,  the  warlike  preparations 
made  by  the  Chinese  in  every  direction,  were  so  ap- 
parent, that  it  had  become  but  too  palpable  that  the 
Chinese  contemplated  commencing  hostilities  proba- 
bly on  that  very  day;  in  many  of  the  packhouses,  and 
even  on  their  roofs,  guns  had  been  planted;  every 
street  leading  to  the  river’s  edge  had  become  a mask- 
ed battery,  and  pennons  and  flags  were  flying  over 
every7  one  of  them;  soldiers  were  seen  every  where, 
and  even  in  the  Hong  merchants  warehouses  while 
teas  were  being  weighed;  a party  returning  on  Friday 
from  one  of  these  Hongs  saw,  whilst  passing  to  the 
foreign  factories  in  a boat,  many  of  the  batteries,  the 
soldiers  in  which,  for  amusement’s  sake,  pointed  the 
guns  at  them,  without,  however,  molesting  them. 

The  whole  river  from  the  French  Folly  to  the  most 
northern  end  of  Canton  presented  one  continued  line 
of  fortification,  and  a large  number  of  guns  were 
planted  on  Dutch  and  French  Follies.  A new  fort 
had  been  built  at  Shaming,  and  it  was  known  that  an 
immense  number  of  fire  rafts  had  been  prepared  in 
many  creeks  in  different  parts  of  the  river.  In 
fact  the  magnitude  of  the  Chinese  preparations  prove 
that  they  were  now  bent  on  most  determined  resis- 
tance, and  to  drive  the  English  out  of  the  river  with- 
out much  greater  loss  of  time,  and  that  to  effect  this 
a simultaneous  attack  on  the  different  positions  of  the 
English  was  intended. 

The  local  authorities,  however,  published  procla- 
mations, and  sent  messages  through  the  Hong  mer- 
chants and  linguists,  assuring  all  resident  foreigners 
of  their  perfect  safety  in  Canton. 

Pursuant  to  the  above  notice  of  Captain  Elliot,  all 
foreign  merchants  then  at  Canton,  with  the  exception 
of  two,  left  their  factories,  the  last  embarking  at 
about  6 in  the  afternoon,  and  from  what  occurred  af- 
ter, they  intended  to  surprise  all  the  foreign  merchants 
that  very  night,  and  to  have  carried  them  off  prison- 
ers, had  they  escaped  death  at  the  hands  of  the  infu- 
riated mob.  They  have  indeed  had  a most  Providen- 
tial escape. 

Some  four  or  five  Americans,  confiding  in  the  as- 
surance of  the  Chinese,  remained  in  their  factories. 
The  same  night  the  Chinese  commenced  hostilities  by 
sending  a fleet  of  fire  boats  and  rafts  against  the  ves- 
sels of  war  lying  near  the  city,  but  without  doing 
them  any  damage. 

This  act  was  avenged  by  the  Pylades  and  steamer 
Nemeis,  that  attacked  and  destroyed  a battery  near 
the  factories,  and  about  40  fire  boats  and  as  many  fire 
rafts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  an  American  resident 
was  seized  by  the  Chinese,  and  taken  from  his  factory; 
at  the  same  time  that  a boat  belonging  to  the  Ameri- 
can ship  Morrison,  with  three  passengers  and  seven 
seamen,  were  captured  soon  after  leaving  the  facto- 
ries for  Whampoa,  and  the  party  carried  prisoners 
into  the  city. 

From  this,  the  time  was  occupied,  by  the  English, 
in  concentrating  their  forces  near  the  city,  until  the 
24th;  at  4,  P.  M.  The  Hyacinth  18,  Modeste  18,  Py- 
lades 18,  Nimrod  18,  Columbia  16,  Cruzierl6  and  Al- 
gerine 10,  having  taken  up  their  position  in  front  of  the 
city  and  suburbs,  opened  their  fire  upon  every  point 
of  the  Chinese,  who  returned  it  with  considerable 
spirit  at  first,  but  were  soon  compelled  to  desert  their 
guns.  At  5,  P.  M.  a body  of  soldiers,  about  400,  were 
landed  at  the  foreign  factories,  in  the  vicinity  of  which 
the  Americans  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  two  days 
before,  were  examined  by  the  authorities  and  re- 
leased. 

The  firing  was  continued  until  about  9,  P.  M.  when 
the  suburbs  were  on  fire  in  several  places  and  nearly 
all  the  batteries  on  shore  in  possession  of,  or  destroy- 
ed by  the  English. 

While  this  was  going  on  in  front  of  Canton,  Gen. 
Gough  was  landing  his  troops,  1,800  men,  at  the  foot 
of  the  heights,  in  the  rear  of  the  city,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th  he  commenced  operations;  par- 
ticulars of  the  day’s  work  are  not  yet  known,  farther 
than  that,  with  a loss  of  some  40  killed  and  wounded, 
four  batteries  were  taken  from  the  Chinese,  and  great 
numbers  of  their  officers  and  soldiers  killed,  the 
heights  commanding  the  city  taken,  and  the  British 
forces  entrenched  upon  them. 

The  loss  of  the  Chinese  on  this  occasion  is  variously 
estimated  at  from  3 to  5,000,  and  even  as  high  as  ten 
thousand  men — and  they  now  find  to  their  cost  and 
extreme  disappointment,  that  they  are  unable  to  cope 
with  European  troops  on  shore  as  they  have  before 
proved  themselves  in  their  encounters  with  BFitish 
forces  afloat. 
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On  the  26th  the  vessels  of  war  were  engaged  in 
quieting  and  destroying  the  few  remains  of  opposition, 
and  in  the  evening  mandarins  called  on  Capt.  Elliot 
with  flags  of  truce,  to  negotiate  for  the  preservation 
of  the  city. 

Previous  to  the  Narraganseft  leaving  Whampoa, 
the  Chinese  had  argued  to  pay  six  millions  of  dollars 
as  a ransom  for  the  city  of  Canton,  one  million  of 
which  had  been  delivered  on  board  H.  M.  S.  Hya- 
cinth, on  the  27th  May. 

On  the  15th  June,  j ust  before  she  left  Macao  Roads, 
news  was  received  that  fighting  had  again  taken 
place  with  some  newly  arrived  troops,  and  that  a 
few  foreigners  who  had  returned  to  look  after  some 
of  their  property,  were  again  obliged  to  retire  to  their 
boats. 

Annexed  are  a few  extracts  from  the  Canton 
Press  of  the  12th  and  19th  June,  kindly  loaned  to 
Mr.  Low  for  a few  moments  by  the  residents  at  An- 
gier. 

Arrangements  made  between  PI.  M.  plenipotentia- 
ry and  the  three  imperial  commisioners. 

1st.  That  all  troops,  except  those  of  the  province, 
quit  the  city  within  6 days  and  proceed  60  miles. 

2d.  Six  millions  to  be  paid  as  a ransom  for  the  city 
within  one  week,  commencing  27th  May.  One  mil- 
lion to  be  paid  before  sunset  of  that  day.  If  the  whole 
sum  is  not  paid  within  7 days,  to  be  increased  to  7 
millions;  if  not  paid  within  14  days,  to  be  increased  to 
8 millions;  if  not  paid  within  20  days,  to  be  increased 
to  9 millions. 

When  the  whole  sum  is  paid,  then  the  British 
forces  to  proceed  outside  the  Bogue,  and  all  the  forti- 
fied places  on  the  river  to  be  restored,  but  not  to  be 
re-armed  until  all  the  affairs  between  the  two  coun- 
tries are  settled. 

Losses  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
brig  Bilbaino  and  the  factories  to  be  paid. 

“The  Quong-chow-foo  shall  produce  full  powers  to 
conclude  these  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  three 
commissioners.” 

The  troops  had  returned  to  their  ships  previous 
to  the  14th  instant,  after  having  suffered  a great  deal 
from  exposure  in  the  marshy  ground  back  of  the 
city.  The  Chinese  even  sent  coolies  to  assist  in  tak- 
ing their  troops  to  the  boats,  being  glad  to  help  to  rid 
themselves  of  such  troublesome  visiters.  When  the 
troops  were  being  drawn  off,  one  company  was  found 
to  be  missing,  but  after  a short  search  were  descried 
up  to  their  knees  in  a marsh  defending  themselves 
against  superior  numbers  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet, not  being  able  to  discharge  their  muskets 
on  account  of  the  rain  which  was  then  falling. 
They  were  rescued  frorq  their  perilous  situation  by  a 
detachment  sent  to  their  assistance  with  percussion 
locks. 

Sir  Le  Fleming  Senhouse,  who  commanded  the 
naval  forces  in  the  absence  of  sir  Gordon  Bremer, 
died  at  Hong-Kong  on  the  14th  June,  and  was  buried 
at  Macao,  at  his  own  request,  in  preference  to  the  for- 
mer place.  It  is  supposed  that  his  death  was  occa- 
sioned by  heat  and  over  fatigue  attending  the  attack 
upon  Canton.  Great  sickness  also  prevailed  among 
the  troops  and  seamen  at  Hong-Kong.  Capt.  Elliot 
had  been  sick  a week.  Messrs.  Morrison  and  Fearon, 
interpreters,  had  also  been  very  ill.  Six  million  dol- 
lars had  been  paid — five  in  silver,  and  one  in  securi- 
ties. 

The  forces  had  left  the  river,  except  the  Galliope, 
and  Herald,  at  Whampoa.  The  Nimrod  had  sailed 
with  despatches  for  Bengal.  Captain  Barlow  was  to 
proceed  from  there  to  England  with  despatches  for 
the  admiralty. 

“Persons  who  suffered  losses  by  the  destruction  of 
the  factories,  requested  to  hand  in  an  inventory  of 
the  same  to  H.  M.  plenipotentiary. 

“Her  majesty’s  subjects  warned  that  it  is  unsafe  to 
proceed  to  Canton,  or  send  ships  to  Whampoa,  and 
recommended  to  go  to  Hong-Kong,  and  ratified  that 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese,  to  interrupt 
freedom  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  Hong-Kong, 
would  be  answered  with  a strict  blockade  of  Can- 
ton. 

“On  the  15th  June  the  Chinese  were  again  prepar- 
ing great  quantities  or  fire  rafts,  and  large  supplies  of 
match  string  and  money  had  been  sent  to  Canton  from 
the  different  provinces. 

“A  passenger  in  the  Island  Queene  from  Macao, 
20th  June,  bound  to  Bombay  with  despatches  to  be 
forwarded  to  England,  informed  the  residents  at 
Angier  that  the  sickness  was  so  great  at  Hong-Kong 
that  it  carried  off  5 principal  officers  in  one  day.” 

The  ships  Ann  McKirn,  Huntress,  Jas.  Perkins  and 
Morrison,  were  at  Whampoa  on  the  19th  June.  The 
M.  had  a full  cargo  of  cotton  from  Bombay.  The  A. 
McKim  had  part  of  a cargo  of  cotton  from  Macao 
roads.  The  Huntress  had  two  chops  of  tea  on  board. 
The  probabilities  were  that  it  would  be  some  time  be- 
fore the  vessels  would  load. 


forces  of  the  expedition  in  china.  I mind,  and  be  consistent  with  the  general  views  of 

( Sir  H.  S.  Fleming  Seahouse,  i Pennsylvania. 


H.  M.  S.  Blenheim,  74  • 


Blonde, 

Druid, 
Galliope, 
Conway, 
Herald, 
Alligator, 
Hyacinth, 
Modeste, 
Cruizer, 
Pylades, 
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K.  C.  H.  senior  officer,  &c. 

__  Samuel  Pitcliard,  com’der 
ixt  ii  i ia  ( Captain  Thomas  Mailand. 
Wellesley,  74  } Commander  Fletcher. 

Captain  F.  Bourchier. 

H.  Smith. 

Herbert. 

C.  D.  Bethune. 

Nias. 

H.  Kuper. 

Commander  W.  Warren, 

H.  Eyres. 

Giffard. 

T.  V.  Anson. 

T.  J.  Clarke. 

E.  Belcer. 

C.  A.  Barlow. 
Lieutenant  T.  S.  Mosson. 

H.  Ivillett. 

Mate  R.  R.  Quin,  Corn’d. 

T.  Carmichael. 

Rattlesnake,  troop  ship,  Captain  Brodie. 

A.  C.  S.  Atlanta,  armed  steamer,  Captain  Roger. 

Memess,  Hall. 

AFRICA.  * 

We  copy  the  following  curious  and  interesting  an- 
nouncement from  the  Southern  Literary  Messenger 
for  October.  Authentic  accounts  from  Timbuctoo 
will  put  the  literary  world  on  the  alert. 

Dr.  Charles  Mathews,  who  left  the  United  States 
about  fifteen  years  since,  with  a view  to  make  dis- 
coveries in  the  interior  of  Africa,  writes  to  a friend 
in  Vermont  from  Abyssinia  that  he  shall  return  in 
the  summer  of  1842,  and  that  he  has  been  generally 
successful  in  his  researches.  He  had  travelled  from 
Morocco,  across  the  great  desert,  to  Timbuctoo, 
and  from  that  capital  nearly  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  back  to  Timbuctoo,  and  to  Abyssinia,  besides 
making  several  less  important  journeys,  which  had 
added  much  to  his  knowledge  of  the  geography  of 
the  country  and  the  social  condition  of  its  people. 

BUENOS  AYRES. 

The  brig  Oswego,  Captain  Green,  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton, brings  Buenos  Ayfes  dates  to  the  29th  August. 
Captain  Green  states  that  the  Montevidean  squadron, 
under  Commodore  Coe,  anchored  off  Buenos  Ayres 
just  before  he  sailed. 

TEXAS. 

A treaty  has  been  ratified  between  the  states  of 
Yucatan  and  Texas,  and  Colonel  Peraza,  the  minister 
of  the  former  power,  is  now  at  Galveston,  awaiting 
a national  ship  for  his  return. 

The  full  returns  of  the  late  presidential  election  in 
Texas  are  now  in.  General  Samuel  Houston  re- 
ceived a majority  of  the  popular  vote  of  more  than 
5,000  for  president,  and  Colonel  Burleson  got  more 
than  2,000  majority  for  vice  president. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

PRESIDENT  TYLER  reached  Norfolk  on  the 
21st,  and  next  day  visited  the  U.  S.  ship  Delaware, 
Com.  Morris,  lying  in  Hampton  roads,  and  the  public 
works  at  Fortress  Monroe — on  the  23d  he  visited  the 
navy  yard,  dry  dock  and  public  ships  at  Portsmouth. 
He  reached  Williamsburg  on  Monday  afternoon,  on 
which  night  a ball  was  given  in  honor  of  him  by  the 
citizens  of  that  place. 

THE  CABINET.  TheU.  S.  Gazette  says:  “We  do 
not  see,  and  we  are  glad  it  is  thus,  that  there  is  much 
animadversion  upon  the  movements  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments at  Washington.  Most  of  them  are  so  recent- 
ly placed  in  office,  that  they  have  not  had  time  to  de- 
velop any  plans  of  public  good,  or  acquire  credit 
(in  their  new  positions)  for  any  peculiar  fitness, 
though  we  think  they  are  not  to  disappoint  their 
friends. 

The  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  ac- 
quired a species  of  independence  by  some  means 
consequent,  probably,  upon  the  peculiar  relations  of 
that  office  with  congress,  rather  than  with  the  exe- 
cutive. Knowing  as  we  do  the  present  head  of  that 
department,  we  shall  look  to  see  him  present  to  con- 
gress his  plans  for  fiscal  arrangements,  without  that 
immediate  dependence  upon  executive  views,  which 
is  sometimes  manifested,  though  of  course,  not  with- 
out that  proper  deference  to  the  head  of  the  nation, 
which  no  man  knows  better  how  to  appreciate  and 
exhibit  than  Walter  Forward.  But  Mr.  Forward  is 
a Pennsylvanian  in  his  views  of  raising  national  sup- 
plies; and  he  is,  if  we  mistake  not,  a friend  of  pro- 
tective duties,  though  we  cannot  doubt  that  at  the 
present  moment,  he  will  respect  existing  arrange- 
ments in  a considerable  degree.  We  shall,  there- 
fore, in  proper  time,  look  with  confidence  to  him  for 
a plan  which  will  bear  upon  it  the  impress  of  his  own 


Postmaster  General.  The  Bardstown  (Ky.) 
Gazette,  of  the  9th,  gives  an  account  of  a dinner  gi- 
ven to  Gov.  Wickliffe,  by  his  friends  and  neighbors 
on  his  leaving  for  the  seat  of  government.  Mr.  Wick- 
liffe’s  remarks  upon  the  occasion  were  brief  but  very 
good.  The  annexed  extract  derives  interest  from  his 
new  and  important  position  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation: 

“It  shall  be  my  purpose  to  aid,  if  possible,  to  heal 
the  divisions  which  now  afflict  and  divide  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  to  further  the  establishment  of  such 
measures  as  will  ‘restore  to  the  country  a sound  cur- 
rency and  cheap  exchange,’  such  as  shall  give  wings 
to  commerce  and  reward  to  industry. 

“But  fellow  citizens,  we  have  other  difficulties  of 
a more  delicate  and  vital  importance  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Our  domestic  troubles  can  be  settled 
by  ourselves,  by  the  exercise  of  that  enlightened  and 
liberal  patriotism  which  has  eyer  characterised  Ame- 
ricans. We  have  difficulties  incident  to  our  relations 
with  a foreign  power  to  adjust. 

“At  this  moment  we  are  threatened  with  a war  by 
the  most  powerful  nation  of  Europe.  What  is  the 
precise  state  of  negotiation  at  this  time  between  Eng- 
land and  America,  I am  not  informed;  and  if  I were, 
it  might  not  be  proper  in  me  to  disclose  it.  So  far 
as  I can  understand  the  subject,  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  the  American  government  has  assumed  the 
true  position  of  justice  and  national  honor — a posi- 
tion she  must  and  will  maintain.  (Cheers.) 

“Our  policy  as  a nation  is  to  cultivate  peace.  It 
is  the  path  which  conducts  to  prosperity  and  true 
glory;  and  I trust  that  both  councils  of  both  nations 
will  be  influenced  by  wisdom;  and  under  the  guidance 
of  an  all-wise  Providence,  we  shall  escape  that  great- 
est of  calamities — war.  Yet,  if  that  great,  powerful 
and  proud  nation  shall  not  take  her  councils  from 
wisdom  or  draw  lessons  from  experience,  but  insist 
upon  demands  inconsistent  with  our  national  honor, 
rely  upon  it,  gentlemen,  I will,  in  the  expression  of 
my  own  opinion  in  your  councils,  but  echo  the  senti- 
ment of  this  nation,  (I  know  of  Kentucky)  when  I 
say,  war,  with  all  its  horrors , before  national  dishonor ! 
[Loud  and  repeated  cheering.]  When  this  crisis  ar- 
rives, need  I ask  where  will  be  found  Kentucky?  I an- 
swer for  her,  she  will  be  on  the  side  of  our  common 
country;  once  more  and  again  maintaining  the  glory 
and  independence  of  the  United  States.  [Plaudits.] 
Ah!  and  where  will  be  old  Nelson?  She  hgain  will 
send  forth  her  gallant  sons,  to  pour  out  their  life’s 
blood  on  the  battle-field.  Other  Dunns  and  Murrays 
will  be  found  in  her  borders,  to  offer  their  lives,  a 
willing  sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  freedom.”  [Great 
cheering.] 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer contains  the  following  extract  from  a work 
of  Judge  Upshur,  touching  the  one  term  principle: 

“The  re-eligibility  of  the  president  from  term  to 
term,  is  the  necessary  source  of  numberless  abuses. 
The  fact  that  the  same  president  may  be  elected,  not 
for  a second  term  only,  but  for  a third,  or  fourth,  or 
twentieth,  will  ere  long  suggest  to  him  the  most  cor- 
rupting uses  of  his  powers,  in  order  to  secure  that 
object.  At  present  there  is  no  danger  of  this.  Pi-e- 
sidents  are  now  made,  not  by  the  free  suffrages  of 
the  people,  but  by  party  management;  and  there  are 
always  more  than  one  in  the  successful  party  who 
are  looking  to  their  own  turn  in  the  presidential  of- 
fice. It  is  too  early  yet  for  a monopoly  of  that  high 
honor;  but  the  time  will  come  when  the  actual  in- 
cumbent will  find  means  to  buy  off  opposition,  and 
to  ensure  a continuance  in  office,  by  pi’ostituting  the 
trusts  which  belong  to  it.  This  is  so  obviously 
within  the  natui’al  course  of  things,  that  it  may  well 
excite  our  surprise  that  the  convention  should  have 
left  the  public  liberty  wholly  unguarded  at  so  assail- 
able a point.  It  is  surely  a plain  dictate  of  wisdom, 
and  a necessary  provision  in  every  free  government, 
that  there  should  be  some  definite  limit  to  the  dura- 
tion of  executive  power  in  the  same  hands.  We 
cannot  hope  to  be  free  from  the  corruptions  which 
result  from  an  abuse  of  presidential  power  and  pa- 
tronage, until  that  officer  shall  be  eligible  only  for 
one  term — a long  term,  if  you  please— and  until  he 
shall  be  rendered  more  easily  and  directly  responsi- 
ble to  the  power  which  appoints  him.” 

CONSUL.  Francis  J.  Grund,  esq.  of  Philadelphia, 
United  States  consul  for  Bremen,  and  lady,  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Liverpool,  in  the  Garrick,  on 
Monday. 

SEIZURE.  The  Sandusky  Clarion  states  that  E. 
H.  Haines,  collector  of  that  port,  seized  on  the  2d 
inst.  at  that  place,  24  guns,  nicely  boxed  up,  which 
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were  supposed  to  have  been  destined  to  aid  in  the 

patriot  cause. 

A SUIT  is  now  before  the  United  States  circuit 
court  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  in  which  Reeside,  the 
mail  contractor,  is  plaintiff  and  the  United  States  are 
defendant,  involving  a claim  over  $300,000. 

THE  STATUE  OF  WASHINGTON,  has  been 
removed,  by  Captain  Easby,  from  the  navy  yard, 
where  it  has  been  since  its  arrival  from  Italy,  to  the 
rotunda  in  the  capitol.  It  weighs  about  fourteen 
tons,  and  was  raised  from  the  ground  to  the  level  of 
the  floor  of  the  rotunda — a height  of  twenty-sis  feet — 
in  twenty-five  minutes,  and  placed  on  the  way  which 
had  been  prepared  for  it.  Capt.  E.  tenders  his  thanks 
to  William  Waters,  the  boatswain  attached  to  the 
navy  yard  for  the  aid  he  voluntarily  rendered  in  the 
elevation  of  the  statue  to  its  required  height.  The 
preparation  of  the  shears  and  the  necessary  tackle 
were  under  his  immediate  direction. 

SARCOPHAGUS  OF  WM.  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON. A very  beautiful  and  appropriate  structure 
has  been  sent  from  Washington  to  North  Bend,  for 
the  purpose  of  enclosing  the  remains  of  the  lamented 
Harrison.  It  is  the  workmanship  and  donation  of 
Mr.  L.  O.  Cook,  a worthy  and  ingenious  cabinet  ma- 
ker, of  the  city  of  Washington.  It  was  mistaken  as 
it  would  certainly  be  by  almost  any  person,  for  natural 
marble  of  a superior  quality — but  we  learn  by  a com- 
munication from  T.  D.  Jones,  that  by  a newly  dis- 
covered art,  comminuted  marble  or  other  rock  may 
be  incorporated  in  a cement  in  a state  of  fusion  and 
moulded  into  any  shape,  assuming  an  appearance 
corresponding  to  the  color  or  colors  of  the  rocky 
material,  and  approaching  in  a great  degree,  to  the 
beauty,  firmness  and  strength  of  the  native  rock. — 
By  this  process  was  the'  sarcophagus  referred  to 
made,  as  also  a case  of  similar  materials  enclosing  it, 
of  which  Mr.  Cook  was  the  factor  and  the  doner. 

THE  LATE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  The 
funeral  of  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  which  took  place 
on  the  23d,  was  attended  by  all  the  representatives  of 
foreign  governments  now  in  Washington,  by  the 
heads  of  our  executive  departments,  the  general-in- 
chief of  the  army  and  many  other  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment, civil  and  military,  as  well  as  many  private 
citizens.  The  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  of 
the  Episcopal  church. 

PRESIDENTIAL.  The  friends  of  General  Scott 
in  Lancaster  have  had  their  adjourned  meeting,  and 
resolved  to  connect  the  names  of  Scott  and  Banks  at 
the  election  in  1844 — the  former  for  the  presidency, 
and  the  latter  for  the  governorship  of  the  state — one 
term  and  reform.  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

The  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  held 
on  Monday  evening,  at  Holahan’s,  was  numerously 
attended.  John  Horn  was  called  to  the  chair,  a com- 
mittee was  appointed,  who  reported  resolutions  fa- 
vorable to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  expressive  of  the  ap- 
probation entertained  by  the  democracy  of  Philadel- 
phia, relative  to  the  course  pursued  by  his  adminis- 
tration. The  committee  also  reported  a resolution 
against  any  present  nomination  for  the  presidency,  and 
against  any  action  in  regard  to  that  subject.  A sub- 
stitute for  these  resolutions  was  offered,  which,  after 
some  debate,  was  postponed,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  committee.  A resolution  was  then  adopted, 
expressive  of  the  undiminished  confidence  of  the  de- 
mocratic party  in  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  deeming  it  in- 
expedient at  this  early  day  to  take  any  action  as  to 
the  next  presidency,  [Pennsylvanian. 

COMMERCE.  The  registered,  enrolled  and  li- 
censed tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  United  States  was, 
in  1815,  1,368,127  tons. 

In  1818,  it  had  sunk  to  1,225,184;  it  suffered  occa- 
sional fluctuations,  but  generally  rose,  so  that  in  1840, 
it  was  2,180,764. 

The  whole  number  of  vessels  built  in  the  United 
States,  the  year  ending  September,  1840,  was  871, 
amounting  to  118,309  tons. 

Of  these  Maine  built  181  vessels,  of  38,936  ton- 
nage; Massachusetts  113,  of  17,811  tonnage;  New 
Jersey  109,  of  6,791  tonnage^  Pennsylvania  103,  of 
8,135  tonnage;  Maryland  111,  of  11,736  tonnage. 

Maine  built  large  vessels,  viz:  50  ships,  56  brigs 
and  75  schooners;  while  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  built  a greater  propor- 
tion of  sloops. 

Pennsylvania  built  6 ships  and  78  sloops — Ohio 
built  25  steamers. 

In  the  year  closing  with  September  30, 1840,  Loui- 
siana exported  $34,236,936,  and  New  York  exported 
$31,264,080. 


Louisiana  imported  $10,673,190,  and  New  York 

imported  $60,440  750- 

The  whole  exports  of  the  United  States  were — 
Domestic  $113,895,634 

Foreign  18,190,312 

$132,085,946 

The  whole  imports  of  the  United  States 
were  107,141,519 

Difference  25,944,427 

LUMBER  TRADE.  Wiskonsin  appears  to  be 
coming  into  the  market  with  her  lumber  as  well  as 
her  lead.  She  has  already  sent  to  market  a conside- 
rable amount  of  produce.  Heretofore  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  lumber  used  at  St.  Louis,  has  been 
carried  from  Ohio,  whence  it  had  come  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  Alleghany.  We  see  by  the  last 
St.  Louis  papers  that  150,000  feet  of  plained  lumber 
have  reached  there  from  the  St.  Croix,  in  Wiskonsin. 
It  is  said  to  be  of  first  rate  quality.  [ Cm.  Gaz. 

THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  62. 

Headquarters  of  the  Amy,  Adjutant  General's  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  14,  1841- 
Paymaster  Elbert  Herring,  having  failed  to  turn 
over  a balance  of  public  money  in  his  hands  for  the 
payment  of  the  troops,  after  the  reiterated  orders  of 
the  paymaster  general  of  the  army,  is,  by  direction 
of  the  president,  hereby  dismissed  from  the  public 
service.  By  command  ofMaj.  Gen.  Scott: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  ass't  adj't  gen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  64. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  19,  1841. 

The  following  regulation  has  been  received  from 
the  department  of  war,  and  is  published  for  the  guid- 
ance of  all  concerned: 

“Paragraph  1,103,  general  regulation  for  the  army, 
will  be  so  construed  as  to  embrace  soldiers  tempora- 
rily placed  in  private  hospitals,  by  competent  autho- 
rity. 

“Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  senior  surgeon 
of  any  post  or  detachment,  approved  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  diseased  soldiers  may  be  placed  tem- 
porarily in  hospitals,  provided  that  the  charges  of 
each  shall  not  exceed  the  commutation  for  rations 
allowed  by  paragraph  1,103,  general  regulations. 

J.  C.  SPENCER.” 
"■Department  of  war,  Oct.  15,  1841. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  ass't  adj't  gen. 

Movement  of  Troops.  Several  companies  of 
United  States  troops  arrived  at  New  Ox-leans  on  the 
16th  ult.  fi-om  Jefferson  barracks,  St.  Louis.  They 
were  destined  for  Florida. 

The  steamboat  Little  Rock,  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
on  Fi-iday,  15th  inst.  from  Arkansas,  with  about  500 
men  for  Florida.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  offi- 
cers: lieut.  col.  J.  Garland,  commanding,  major  T. 
Staniford,  1st  It.  M.  C.  M.  Hammond,  adjutant,  assis- 
tant surgeon  B.  W.  Woods,  assistant  surgeon  H.  H. 
Sheiner,  brevet  major  Wm.  M.  Graham,  captain  G. 
A.  McCall,  captain  C.  H.  Lai-nard,  1st  lieutenant  B. 
Alvord,  1st  lieutenant  H.  Px-ince,  1st  lieutenant  C. 
Hoskins,  A.  A.  Q.  M.  1st  lieutenant  R.  M.  Cochrane, 
2d  lieutenant  J.  H.  Gore,  2d  lieutenant  E.  G.  Elliot, 
2d  lieutenant  S.  Smith,  2d  lieutenant  G.  O.  Haller, 
2d  lieutenant  H,  D.  Wallen. 

We  understand  that  the  steamboats  Sarah  Ann, 
Mungo  Pax-k  and  Osage,  have  been  chartered  to  trans- 
port the  5th  regiment  of  infantry  to  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  whence  they  will  proceed  to  the  posts  assigned 
them  in  general  orders.  They  are  to  leave  to-mor- 
row (19th)  from  Jefferson  barracks.  There  ai-e,  in 
all,  about  800  men.  [St.  Louis  Neiv  Era. 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  October  6.  The  steamer 
Little  Rock  arrived  September  30th,  having  on  boai'd 
the  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  seven  companies, 
consisting  of  about  seven  hundred  men  and  officers, 
also  two  or  three  distinguished  Seminole  chiefs,  des- 
tined for  Tampa  Bay,  Florida — Lieutenant  Colonel 
Garland  first,  and  Brevet  Major  Gi-aham  second  in 
command.  The  troops  were  in  good  health  and  spi- 
rits. 

Florida.  A writer  from  East  Florida,  October  20, 
says:  “The  glad  tidings  have  at  length  come  to  hand 
that  Tiger  Tail’s  brother,  E-noc-tho-la-math-la,  has 
come  in  to  Tampa  Bay,  and  reports  that  Tiger  Tail 
is  on  his  way  in,  with  the  most  of  his  people  or  band. 
Should  he  come  in,  and  thex-e  cannot  now  be  a possi- 
bility of  a doubt  but  he  will,  it  will  be  glorious  in- 
deed, for  the  settlements  will  be  immediately  reliev- 
ed from  these  infernal  savages,  and  it  will  narrow 
down  the  line  of  operation  to  but  a short  space  com- 
paratively, the  everglades. 


Six  companies  of  dragoons  are  to  leave  Florida  for 

forts  Jesnp  and  Towson.  on  the  Arkansas  frontier. 
1 heir  move  will  be  immediately.  A company  of  the 
2d  infantry  relieves  the  company  of  dragoons  at  Tra- 
der’s Hill;  another  company-  of  the  same  regiment 
relieves  the  company  of  dragoons  stationed  at  Fort 
Moniac.” 

Troops  for  Florida.  Lieuts.  Arden,  Guisse  and 
Page,  and  Surgeon  Elwers,  with  140  troops  of  the 
7th  infantry,  left  iD  the  steamer  Fox-ester  for  Florida. 
They  arrived  yesterday  in  the  ship  Samarang  fx-om 
New  York.  [Savannah  Republican. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Concord  was  at  Pernambuco,  Sept. 
18th,  1841. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Decatur,  Commander  Og- 
den, arrived  at  Buenos  Ayres,  July  29,  from  Rio  Ja- 
neiro and  Montevideo. 

Naval  Courts.  We  hear  of  two  naval  corn-ts  of 
inquiry  and  one  court  martial,  being  ordered. 

A court  of  inquiry  is  ordered  at  New  York  to  in- 
vestigate the  disastrous  accident  on  board  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Fulton,  by  the  bursting  of  one  of  the  rimed 
out  guns,  which  caused  the  death  of  two  seamen  and 
wounded  several  others. 

Another  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  Commodore 
Stewart  is  to  be  president,  and  Captains  Biddle  and 
Read  members,  is  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  to  in- 
quire into  the  circumstances  under  which  Captain 
Bolton,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Brandywine,  retui-ned  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

A general  court  martial  is  ordered  at  Washington, 
of  which  Commodore  Kennedy  is  president,  for  the 
trial  of  such  officers  as  shall  be  brought  before  them. 

[JVexo  York  American. 

TheU.  S.  ship  of  the  line  Delaware  was  to  have  sail- 
ed on  Tuesday  from  Hampton  roads  for  the  Brazilian 
station.  The  following  is  a list  of  her  oflicei-s: 

Commodore  Charles  Morris. 

Captain,  Charles  S.  McCauly. 

Commander,  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Lieutenants — Janies  P.  Wilson,  Samuel  Baron, 
Charles  C.  Turner,  Wm.  McBlair,  Steven  C.  Rowan, 
Cicero  Price,  O.  H.  Berryman,  Fabius  Stanley. 

Fleet  surgeon,  G.  R.  B.  Horner. 

Purser,  Edwai'd  N.  Cox. 

Chaplain,  Charles  Heni-y  Alden. 

Commodore’s  secr’y,  Geo.  W.  Lippitt. 

Act’g  masters,  Wm.  T.  Smith,  Benjamin  S.  Gautt. 

Prof,  of  mathematics,  W.JB.  Benedict. 

Passed  assistant  surgeon,  Charles  Plassler. 

Assistant  surgeons,  J.  Howard  Smith,  Stephen  A. 
McCreey. 

Passed  midshipmen,  Wm.  H.  Macomb,  M.  E. 
Woolsey. 

Boatswain,  Edward  Crocker.  Gunner,  Thomas 
Robinson.  Carpenter,  Francis  Sagee. 

Commodore’s  clerk,  Wm.  B.  Mon-is. 

Captain’s  clerk,  D.  St.  Leon  Porter. 

Midshipmen — Wm.  B.  Fitzgerald,  Wm.  A.  Henry, 
Robert  H.  Getty,  Edward  C.  Stiles,  Jas.  H.  Spotts, 
W.  H.  Jameson,  Tenant  McLanahan.  Act’g  mid- 
shipmen— Edward  C.  Pasteur,  Richard  L.  Law,  Jona- 
than H.  Carter,  J.  J.  McCook,  John  R.  Parker,  W. 
H.  Fauntleroy,  Peter  Kemble,  T.  W.  Broadhead, 
Charles  W.  Aby,  Wm.  Gibson,  Jesse  M.  Smith, 
James  B.  McCarthy,  W.  D.  Austin,  John  Wilkes, 
Jr.,  JeffersoD  Maury,  Albert  Allmand,  Thomas  C. 
Harris,  Wm.  Mitchell,  P.  G.  Watmough. 

Sailmaker,  Thomas  J.  Boyce.  Ass’t  purser,  M. 
De  Mux-eia. 

Captain  marines,  Alvin  Edson.  Lieut,  mai-ines, 
W.  A.  P.  Maddox,  Wm  B.  Slack. 

Passengers — Sui-geon  Charles  C.  Spencer,  and 
lieutenant  Charles  Hunter. 

The  south  sea  squadron.  A letter  fi-om  a corres- 
pondent  of  the  Baltimore  Republican,  writes  from 
Lima,  (Peru)  21st  June,  that  “the  U.  S.  ship  Yorlc- 
town,  captain  Aulick,  sailed  hence  about  four  weeks 
since,  for  the  Marquesas,  Society  and  Friendly  islands 
and  New  Zealand;  she  will  px-obably  return  here  in 
about  six  months. 

The  U.  S.  ship  “Dale,”  capt.  Charles  Gaunt,  is 
here;  her  destined  cruizing  ground  is  up  and  down 
this  coast. 

The  St.  Louis  is  on  a cruize  to  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands; and  is  expected  to  go  home  soon  after  her  re- 
turn here. 

The  schooner  Shark  is  daily  looked  for,  from  the 
leewai-d  coast.  Her  commander  (Biglow)  is  expec- 
ted to  return  home  in  the  frigate;  in  which  event, 
lieut.  Carpendcr,  1st  of  the  Constitution,  will  take 
command  of  the  schooner. 

The  store  ship  Relief,  Lieut..  Com’g  Nicholas,  is 
lying  here.  All  the  naval  stores  lately  in  depot  on 
shore  at  Callao,  have  been  removed  on  boai-d  of  her. 
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Last  accounts  from  the  exploring  squadron  left 
them  at  the  Sandwich  islands,  refitting  for  a cruize 
to  Columbia  river,  and  the  northwest  coast. 

The  schooner  Janet,  arrived  at  Baltimore,  reports 
having  left  at  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  11th  of  September, 
the  U.  S.  ships  Potomac,  Captain  Storer,  Constitu- 
tion, Captain  Turner,  and  schooner  Enterprise,  lieut. 
commanding  Goldsborough. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Decatur,  capt.  Henry  V. 
Ogden,  was  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  29th  July. 

The  Fairfield,  Com.  Tattnall,  arrived  at  Gibraltar 
on  the  12th  Sept,  from  Medara. 

The  Consort,  after  encountering  the  heavy  gale  of 
the  3d,  4th  and  ,5th  insts.  during  which  they  were 
obliged  to  throw  their  cannon  overboard,  and  lost 
their  boats  and  anchor,  arrived  at  the  navy  yard, 
Brooklyn,  on  the  16th  inst. 

Florida  squadron.  Advices  from  Key  West,  to 
the  16th  instant,  furnish  the  following  information 
respecting  the  gallant  little  squadron  under  Commo- 
dore McLaughlin,  which  has  been  despatched  to  Flo- 
rida, to  co-operate  with  the  army  against  the  Indians. 
The  service  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  an  arduous 
one,  and  will  be  performed  in  a manner  worthy  of 
the  character  for  bravery,  zeal  and  intelligence 
which  marks  the  commodore  and  his  associates  in 
arms: 

The  U.  S.  schr.  Phenix,  Lieut.  Comd’t  Noland,  ar- 
rived at  Indian  Key  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  inst. 
after  a boisterous  passage  of  13  days,  and  found  there 
U.  S.  schooners  Wave,  Van  Buren  and  Otsego. 

On  the  7th,  Lieut.  Noland  left  the  Phenix,  to  take 
command  of  the  barges,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
command  of  the  Phenix  by  lieut.  comd’t  C.  R.  P. 
Rodgers.  During  the  day  Commodore  McLaughlin 
arrived  at  Indian  Key,  in  the  Flirt,  and  ordered  the 
Phenix  immediately  to  Key  West,  70  miles  distant. 
The  pilot  thought  he  would  attempt  to  make  the  run 
at  night,  as  the  wind  was  fair;  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  in  the  mid-watch  the  vessel  struck  on 
Washerwoman  shoal,  off  Key  Sugarloaf,  about  12 
miles  from  Key  West.  She  thumped  and  scraped 
violently  for  about  eight  hours,  in  a fresh  gale  and 
rough  sea,  and  it  was  expected  that  she  would  go  to 
pieces.  Lieut.  Rodgers  and  his  officers  displayed 
great  coolness  and  skill,  and  by  their  exertions  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  her  off  before  assistance  arrived. — 
Fortunately  the  schooner  was  not  materially  injured, 
having  lost  a part  of  her  false  keel  and  had  some 
slight  damage  done  to  the  rudder. 

Acting  Lieut.  Barney  and  Assist.  Surgeon  Brough- 
ton have  been  transferred  from  the  Phenix;  the  for- 
mer to  the  Madison  and  the  latter  to  the  Wave. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 
Phenix,  at  Key  West: 

“An  expedition  has  started  for  the  everglades  since 
our  arrival  here;  but  this  is  merely  prelusive  to  the 
grand  expedition,  for  which  all  hands  are  preparing, 
and  which  it  is  expected  will  result  in  the  capture  of 
Sam  Jones  and  the  termination  of  the  war. 

Death.  Captain  Joseph  Whitney,  long  and  well 
known  as  a steamboat  commander  on  Lake  Ontario, 
died  at  Lewiston  on  the  11th  instant.  Capt.  W.  en- 
tered the  navy  early,  and  was  in  the  Dartmoor  pri- 
son during  the  war.  After  his  release  he  was  with 
Commodore  Warrington  in  the  Peacock  when  she 
captured  the  Epervier.  He  was  a good  seaman  and 
an  honest  man.  When  his  death  was  announced  the 
vessels  on  both  sides  of  the  Niagara  river  and  at  Buf- 
falo displayed  their  colors  at  half-mast  in  honor  of 
his  character  and  memory. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


MAINE. 

Constitutional  amendment.  The  people  of  this 
state  at  their  late  election  decided  against  altering 
their  constitution  so  as  to  elect  their  governor  bien- 
nially, ayes  8,998,  nays  26,851;  and  in  favor  of  the 
change  limiting  the  number  of  representives  to  151, 
ayes  23,217,  nays  6,615. 


VERMONT. 

The  Legislature  commenced  its  session  on  the 
21st  instant.  The  following  officers  were  elected  in 
the  house  of  representatives:  hon.  Carlos  Coolidge, 
speaker;  F.  F.  Merril,  clerk;  Ambrose  L.  Brown, 
assistant  clerk,  and  Oel  Billings,  engrossing  clerk. 


Election.  The  official  returns  as  ascertained  by 
the  legislature  show  that  for  governor  47,942  votes 
were  cast,  of  which  there  were  for 

Charles  Paine,  (whig)  23,353 

Nathan  Smilie,  (Van  Buren)  21,302 

Titus  Hutchinson,  (abolition)  3,039 

Scattering  284 

For  lieutenant  governor  47,974  votes  were  cast,  of 
which  there  were  for 


Waitstill  R.  Ranney  23,776 

Edward  D.  Barber  21,331 

Alvah  Sabin  2,801 

Scattering  66 

For  treasurer  there  were  48,027  votes  polled,  of 
which  there  were  for 

John  Spaulding  23,942 

Daniel  Baldwin  21,345 

Harry  Hale  2,722 

Scattering  18 

The  returns  from  four  towns  were  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  illegality. 

None  of  the  candidates  voted  for  having  a majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  ballots,  the  joint  assembly  on 
Friday  proceeded  to  an  election  for  the  officers  above 
named,  with  the  following  result: 

For  governor — Charles  Paine,  (whig)  146 — elected. 
Nathan  Smilie,  (V.  B.)  95 

Scattering  13 

Forlieut.gov. — W.  R.  Ranney,  (whig)  151 — elected. 
E.  D.  Barber,  (V.  B.)  95 

Scattering  8 

For  treasurer — J.  Spaulding,  (whig)  155 — elected. 
D.  Balding,  (V.  B.)  95 

FI.  Hale  3 


The  Crogan  case.  In  the  house,  on  Thursday, 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  laid  on 
the  table: 

Whereas  a violent  infringement  has  been  made 
on  the  right  and  sovereignty  of  this  state,  by  a foreign 
power,  exercising  dominion  in  the  neighboring  pro- 
vince of  Canada,  by  the  seizure  and  unlawful  impri- 
sonment of  one  of  its  citizens;  with  a view  of  insti- 
tuting immediate  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  such  force 
and  imprisonment. 

Resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives,  the  senate  con- 
curring therein,  That  a committee  of members 

of  the  house,  and members  of  the  senate  be  ap- 

pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the 
late  violent  procedure  of  the  British  authorities  in 
the  province  of  Canada,  in  forcibly  seizing  within 
this  state,  and  conveying  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  same,  and  of  the  United  States,  col.  James  W. 
Grogan,  an  American  citizen,  depriving  him  of  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  incarcerating  him  in  a dungeon  in 
Montreal,  and  that  said  committee  be  authorised  to 
send  for  any  person  or  papers  which  may  aid  them  in 
their  investigation,  and  that  they  make  report  of  their 
doings  as  soon  as  pussible. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Legislature  met  at  Trenton  on  the  26th. 
Parties  in  the  senate  (council)  being  equal,  they 
agreed  to  divide  the  offiers  and  John  Cassady,  (V.  B.) 
was  chosen  president,  and  Robert  E.  Horner,  (W.) 
secretary. 

In  the  house  of  assembly  the  whigs  elected  all  their 
officers  by  a majority  of  11  or  12,  viz: — John  Emley, 
of  Burlington,  speaker,  and  Samuel  Prior,  of  Salem, 
clerk. 

Election  returns  There  are  six  counties  of  the 
state  in  which  the  majorities  are  so  decided  that  at 
the  late  election  no  regular  opposition  was  made 
therein — and  in  the  remaining  counties  there  was  a 
falling  off  of  votes  from  both  parties.  We  subjoin 
the  returns  of  the  contested  counties  as  compared 
with  the  presidential  vote  in  1840. 

1841.  November,  1840. 


Whig. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 

V.B. 

Middlesex 

1,663 

1,578 

2,114 

1,683 

Essex 

2,942 

2,328 

4,636 

2,832 

Gloucester 

1,542 

1,553 

2.338 

1,773 

Mercer 

1,536 

1,456 

2,022 

1,494 

Salem 

1,347 

1,380 

1,582 

1,302 

Passaic 

846 

899 

1,362 

962 

Hudson 

537 

394 

732 

501 

Somerset 

1,373 

1,233 

1,721 

1,345 

Monmouth 

2,464 

2,950 

2,953 

2,880 

Washington 

2,500 

2,092 

3,417 

2,905 

Morris 

2,195 

2,056 

2,509 

2,150 

Cumberland 

1,141 

1,053 

1,497 

1,190 

20,086 

18,972 

26,883 

20,517 

MARYLAND. 

The  Military  Convention  recently  held  at  Fre- 
derick was  attended  by  delegates  from  forty-three 
companies  in  full  uniform,  making  an  imposing  dis- 
play. 

Major  general  George  H.  Steuart,  of  Baltimore, 
presided,  assisted  by  ten  vice  presidents.  The  Fre- 
derick papers  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention. One  of  the  resolutions  adopted  was  that 
an  encampment  should  be  held,  to  commence  on  the 
16th  of  May  next.  The  place  for  holding  it  was  a 
point  which  required  sixteen  ballottings  to  decide — 
Baltimore  finally  obtained  26  votes,  Frederick  had 
13  and  Washington  16. 


VOTE  FOR  GOVERNOR. 

, 1841. . „ 1838 . 


CT 

k * 

fcj 

COUNTIES. 

S 

i 

s 

p 

-e 

53 

6 

Allegany 

1,035 

1,0S9 

872 

988 

Anne  Arundel 

1,106 

1,364 

1,261 

1,173 

Annapolis 

181 

112 

146 

141 

Baltimore  city 

6,386 

7,435 

6,191 

6,074 

Baltimore  county  1,404 

2,318 

1,477 

2,452 

344 

Calvert 

436 

353 

427 

Caroline 

605 

551 

583 

577 

Carroll 

1,444 

1,618 

1,337 

1,646 

Cecil 

1,188 

1,295 

1,251 

1,354 

Charles 

613 

430 

715 

510 

Dorchester 

1,142 

816 

1,113 

850 

Frederick 

2,583 

2,789 

2,532 

2,532 

Harford 

1,114 

1,160 

1,118 

1,256 

Kent 

597 

486 

530 

544 

Montgomery 

909 

730 

832 

742 

Prince  George’s 

835 

625 

776 

684 

Queen  Anne’s 

702 

716 

641 

686 

Somerset 

1,134 

802 

1,042 

922 

St.  Mary’s 

743 

450 

794 

459 

Talbot 

683 

776 

598 

732 

Washington 

2,196 

2,346 

1,966 

2,226 

Worcester 

1,284 

698 

1,207 

828 

28,320 

28,959 

28,320 

27,409 

27,720 

27,409 

Thomas’  majority  639  Grason’s  maj.  311 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES,  DE- 
CEMBER SESSION,  1841. 

Allegany  county. 

’William  V.  Buskirk  1 William  Shaw. 

*John  M.  Buchanan 

Anne  Arundel  county. 

’James  S.  Owens  I ’John  S.  Sellman 

’Tristram  S.  Dorsey  | ’Edward  Hammond. 
Annapolis  city. 

John  Johnson. 

Baltimore  city. 

*John  C.  Legrand  ’Francis  Gallagher 

’Benjamin  C.  Presstman  ’William  M.  Starr. 

’John  J.  Graves 


Baltimore  county. 

’Joseph  Walker  ’Marcus  R.  Hook 

*Thomas  C.  Risteau  *T.  B.  W.  Randall. 
’Philip  Poultney 

Calvert  comity. 

Uriah  Laveille  I James  S.  Morsell,  jr. 

Nathaniel  Duke 

Caroline  county. 

John  Nichols  I William  H.  Downes. 

Samuel  Culbreth,  (Ind.)  | 


Cecil  county. 

’William  Knight  I ’Amor  T.  Forward. 

’John  Owens 

Charles  county. 

John  Mathews  I Peter  W.  Crane. 

George  Brent  | 

Carroll  county. 

’Jacob  Powder,  jr.  I ’Daniel  Stull 

’John  B.  Boyle  | ’Francis  F.  Davis. 

Dorchester  county. 

Joseph  Nicolas  | Levin  Richardson 

William  K.  Traverse  | J.  R.  Ecleston. 

Frederick  county. 

’Daniel  S.  Biser 
’James  M.  Schley. 

Harford  county. 

I ’Henry  H.  Johns 
I ’Charles  D.  Bouldin. 
Kent  county. 

| Samuel  M.  Sutton. 

Montgomery  county. 

John  W.  Darby  | John  Braddock,  jr. 

Thomas  Gittings  | John  C.  Gott. 

Prince  George's  county. 

J.  M.  S.  Maccubbin  | William  H.  Tuck 
Samuel  Hamilton  j John  H.  Bayne. 

Queen  Anne's  county. 

*R.  H.  Carmichael  I ’Valentine  Bryan. 

One  tie.  | 

St.  Mary's  coanty. 

J.  M.  S.  Causin  I James  R.  Hopewell. 

James  D.  Sutton 

Somerset  county. 

Joshua  R.  Handy  | Thomas  W.  Stone 

John  I.  Dashiell  | Samuel  S.  Boggs. 

Talbot  county. 

’William  B.  Willis  I ’William  W.  Lowe. 

’George  W.  Sherwood  | 


’J.  H.  Simmons 
’Cornelius  Staley 
’John  W.  Geyer 

’Samuel  Sutton 
’Thomas  Hope 

Rasin  M.  Gale 
James  H.  Gale 
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Washington  county. 

*Joseph  Hollman  I *Jervis  Spencer. 

*Samuel  Lyday  | * Jacob  H.  Grove. 

Worcester  county. 

Little  Dennis  I James  Powell 


LeviCathel  | Edwin  Forman. 

Those  marked  with  a * are  Van  Buren  men. 

RECAPITULATION. 

1840.  1841. 

Counties. 

Whig.  Opposition. 

Whist.  Opposition. 

Allegany 

3 

0 

1 

2 

Annapolis  city 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Anne  Arundel 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Baltimore  city 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Baltimore  county  0 

5 

0 

5 

Calvert 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Caroline 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Carroll 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Cecil 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Charles 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Dorchester 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Frederick 

5 

0 

0 

5 

Harford 

2 

2 

0 

4 

Kent 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Montgomery 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Prince  George’s 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Queen  Anne’s 

3 

0 

0 

2* 

Somerset 

4 

0 

4 

0 

St.  Mary’s 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Talbot 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Washington 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Worcester 

4 

0 

4 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

19 

19 

37 

41 

35 

Whig  majority  41  Opposition  majority 

GEORGIA. 

6 

Election.  The  Au 

gusta  Constitutionalist  has  re- 

ceived  the  returns  from  all  the  counties  in  the  state, 
which  exhibit  the  following  result: 

McDonald,  (Van  Buren)  36,599 

Dawson,  (whig)  32,483 


Majority  for  McDonald  4,116 

Van  Buren  gain  as  compared  with  the  elec- 
tion in  October,  1840  8,216 


As  compared  with  the  election  in  November  12,416 

As  compared  with  the  election  in  January  8,816 

The  Van  Buren  majority  in  the  legislature  will  be 
44.  The  vote  is  probably  as  large  as  was  ever  poll- 
ed in  Georgia,  70,000,  though  in  nine  counties  we 
have  only  the  majorities  given.  The  largest  vote 
ever  polled  in  the  state  before  was  at  the  congres- 
sional election  last  fall,  and  it  then  amounted  to  a 
little  over  75,000. 

OHIO. 

Slave  case.  Two  colored  men  were  arrested 
yesterday  by  officer  Watt  on  a warrant  issued  by  Jus- 
tice Hoadley,  as  runaway  slaves,  on  the  complaint  of 
a man  from  Louisiana.  The  negroes  were  commit- 
ted to  jail,  and  were  this  forenoon  brought  before 
Judges  Whittlesey  and  Barbour,  for  examination. — 
Counsel  for  the  claimant,  Messrs.  Payne  & Wilson 
and  H.  Foote.  On  the  part  of  the  colored  men, 
Messrs.  Bolton,  J.  A.  Foot,  Welles,  Stetson  and  Ster- 
ling. At  the  instance  of  the  counsel  for  the  negroes, 
the  examination  was  postponed  for  two  weeks  to  en- 
able them  to  procure  testimony  from  the  state  of  N. 
York  that  they  were  freemen.  The  black  law  of 
Ohio  requires  that  the  suspected  slave  shall  give  bail 
in  case  of  the  continuance  of  his  examination  in  the 
sum  of  $1,000  or  stand  committed.  The  negroes, 
unable  to  give  the  bail  required,  were  committed  to 
jail. 

One  of  the  arrested,  an  active,  light  mulatto  boy, 
we  learn  was  decoyed  here  from  Buffalo,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  his  right  to  a jury  trial  under  the 
humane  laws  of  New  York.  The  men  and  means 
employed  to  decoy  the  lad  may  be  spoken  of  hereaf- 
ter. [Cleveland  Herald , of  Sept.  3. 

ILLINOIS. 

Tobacco.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  articles 
from  the  Chicago  American,  that  a new  section  of 
country  is  beginning  to  be  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  tobacco: 

We  congratulate  our  citizens  upon  the  great  ac- 
cession to  our  resources  just  beginning  to  develop 
itself.  Our  readers  generally,  we  presume,  are  not 
aware  that  tobacco  is  now  grown  to  a considerable 
extent  in  northern  Illinois.  This,  we  believe,  is  its 
second  season.  The  counties  of  Winnebago  and  Ogle 
have  the  credit  of  adding  tobacco  to  the  other  great 
staples  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  state.  Large 

*A  tie  for  the  third  member. 


quantities  are  raised  in  and  near  Bloomingville  in  the 
former  county.  Mr.  Martin,  late  of  Alabama,  now 
residing  about  two  miles  from  Rockford,  recently  cut 
a leaf  from  one  of  his  stalks  measuring  three  feet  in 
length  by  two  in  breadth.  Most  of  the  farmers  in 
the  above  mentioned  counties  have  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  this  crop.  From  two  to  ten  acres  is 
the  quantity  of  land  appropriated  by  those  who  raise 
it  to  its  culture.  So  far  it  has  produced  from  one 
thousand  five  hundred  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  to  the  acre.  The  nett  profits  on  each  acre  are 
calculated  at  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  dollars. 
Much  of  the  tobacco  raised  in  these  counties  has 
been  already  harvested  and  is  now  drying  under  sheds 
which  have  been  erected  for  that  purpose.  With 
regard  to  our  soil  as  adapted  to  its  cultivation,  both 
are  declared  to  be  as  suitable  as  any  portion  of  the 
union.  It  grows  luxuriantly  as  may  be  readily  in- 
ferred from  the  size  of  the  leaf  to  which  we  have 
alluded.  Southern  men  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  this  tobacco  say  that  our  soil  and  climate  are  de- 
cidedly favorable  to  its  growth.  With  regard  to  its 
quality  it  may  be  considered  good  to  say  the  least. 
Cigars  have  already  been  manufactured  from  it,  and 
a friend  of  ours  who  is  both  a lover  and  judge  of  the 
weed,  says  they  are  superior  to  the  common  Ameri- 
can article.  We  anticipate  with  no  small  degree  of 
pride,  the  time  when  we  shall  add  tobacco  to  our 
“Chicago  market.” 


HOMEINDUSTRY  CONVENTION. 


Friday,  October  15,  1841.  We  have  already 
given  an  account  of  the  first  days  proceedings  of  this 
important  convention — twelve  states  and  one  terri- 
tory were  represented.  General  James  Tallmadge 
was  chosen  president,  governor  Mahlon  Dickerson, 
of  New  Jersey,  J.  Brewster,  of  Connecticut,  judge 
Harwood,  of  Maryland,  and  GeorgeField,  of  Florida, 
vice  presidents,  with  Loring  D.  Chapin,  of  New 
York,  Melvin  Copeland,  of  Connecticut,  and  L.  A. 
Sykes,  of  New  Jersey,  secretaries.  A committee  of 
business,  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  state 
and  territory  represented,  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Haven,  of  New  York,  Rankin,  of 
New  Jersey,  Kellog,  of  Connecticut,  Johnson,  of  D. 
C.  Choate,  of  Michigan,  Fisher,  of  Virginia,  Robin- 
son, of  Indiana,  Rhodes,  of  Rhode  Island,  Rogers,  of 
Florida,  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  White,  of  Tennessee, 
Aldis,  of  Vermont,  Ide,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Wethered,  of  Maryland. 

After  transacting  some  further  preliminary  business, 
the  convention  adjourned  to  4 o’clock  P.  M. 

Four  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  following  resolution  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  J.  Blunt,  of  New  York,  now  came  up 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  now  constitute  it- 
self “The  Home  League,  for  the  promotion  of  Ame- 
rican industry  and  reciprocal  commerce.” 

Which  resolution  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Ex-governor  Dudley,  of  North  Carolina,  Professor 
Goddard,  of  R.  Island,  Messrs.  Rogers,  of  Georgia, 
and  Dwight,  of  Conn,  were  severally  introduced  to, 
and  invited  to  take  seats  in  the  convention. 

The  committee  on  business,  through  its  chairman, 
submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  whereas  the  war  of  1812,  and  the 
policy  and  legislation  of  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  until  1832,  have  called  into  exercise  numerous 
and  extensive  manufacturing  establishments  and  af- 
forded salutary  aid  to  agriculture  and  mechanical 
trades.  Therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
deem  it  a duty  they  owe  to  their  fellow  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  to  call  public  attention  to  this  im- 
portant Subject,  and  believe  that  no  better  method 
can  be  adopted  to  accomplish  this  object  speedily  and 
permanently  than  by  the  organization  of  a society 
devoted  to  a unity  of  American  interests  and  formed 
of  associates  from  every  state  in  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  the  primary  object  of  this  Home 
League  will  be  to  digest  and  recommend  a national 
polity  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  interests  of 
agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce  and  finance, 
exercising  a continuous  influence  for  the  benefit  of 
the  union,  independant  of  sectional  prejudices,  aloof 
from  trammels  and  free  from  vascillating  and  tem- 
porizing expedients. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  organization  and  proceed- 
ings of  this  league,  no  other  influence  is  contemplat- 
ed than  such  as  will  rest  on  principles  and  arguments 
which  may  be  approved  by  the  people  and  sanction- 
ed by  congressional  enactments. 

Resolved,  That  labor,  corporeal  and  mental,  is  con- 
servative of  virtue  and  the  origin  of  wealth;  its  in- 
terests should,  therefore,  be  the  prime  object  of  le- 
gislation, while  capital  is  competent  to  its  own  pro- 
tection in  the  strife  of  interests  and  needs  little  else 
than  to  be  secured  to  its  proprietors.  No  nation  can 


be  great  or  prosperous  where  labor  is  either  dis- 
honorable, or  wasted  for  want  of  objects  upon  which 
it  can  be  bestowed,  or  meets  with  no  adequate  re- 
ward. 

Resolved,  That  no  independent  nation  should  tole- 
rate any  other  than  a reciprocal  commerce;  but  to 
receive  the  surplus  products  of  nations  which  refuse 
ours  in  exchange. is  onhr  another  name  for  vassalage. 

Resolved,  That  a policy  which  favors  the  augmen- 
tation of  our  exports,  encourages  home  labor  in  all 
its  branches,  according  to  the  direction  our  citizens 
may  prefer  to  give  it,  and  regulates  or  restricts  im- 
portations, so  as  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
balance  of  trade  being  against  us,  is  best  calculated 
to  secure  a stable  revenue  to  the  government,  and 
promote  the  whole  interests  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  and  preservation 
of  a sound  currency  can  only  be  promoted  by  a steady 
security  to  domestic  industry,  and  any  system  of  cur- 
rency not  secured  from  violent  change  is  liable  to 
paralyze  industry,  prostrate  trade  and  confidence, 
and  subject  the  country  to  revulsions  imminently 
dangerous  to  our  welfare. 

Resolved,  That  the  selfish,  unjust  and  uncompro- 
mising policy  of  foreign  governments,  the  more  of- 
fensive by  their  professions  of  free  trade,  whilst  tax- 
ing our  leading  exports  with  restrictions  equivalent 
to  prohibition,  demands  an  immediate  and  permanent 
rebuke  from  the  American  people,  and  that  a Home 
League  upon  the  true  principles  of  reciprocal  com- 
merce with  foreign  states  and  protection  to  our  home 
industry,  is  the  only  conservative  means  of  our  mer- 
cantile and  financial  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That  as  England  is  now  agitated  with  the 
project  of  modifying  her  exclusive  policy,  and  Prus- 
sia by  ber  North  German  league  has  secured  the  in- 
dependence of  her  home  manufactures  without  any 
injury,  but  on  the  contrary  with  a decided  benefit  to 
her  agriculture,  commerce  and  finance,  and  other 
countries,  with  a similar  spirit,  are  resisting  the  de- 
ceptive pretentions  of  diplomatic  agents,  the  present 
is  an  auspicious  period  to  insist  on  commercial  reci- 
procity or  retaliatory  restrictions  by  which  our  labor 
may  not  be  in  vain,  but  will  be  sure  of  protection 
and  prosperity,  with  the  revenue  of  the  government, 
on  the  basis  of  a liberal  and  permanent  economy. 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  laws  in  regard  to  the 
revenue  and  the  present  tariff  are  not  only  defective 
in  themselves,  as  well  as  in  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  duties,  but  by  the  effect  of  the  compromise  act 
will  soon  become  impracticable;  that  the  provisions 
of  that  act  coming  into  operation  in  July  next  will, 
by  a change  of  valuation  on  imports,  varying  in  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  country,  not  only  be  unjust,  if 
not  unconstitutional,  but  by  encouraging  frauds  and 
neglecting  countervailing  restrictions  will  sacrifice 
the  honest  enterprise,  industry  and  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  in  any  adjustment  of  the  tariff  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  due  regard  should  be  had  to 
the  protection  of  such  articles  as  may  render  every 
portion  of  the  country  competent  to  supply  its  own 
wants  from  home  resources  in  time  of  war  as  well  as 
peace. 

Resolved,  That  if  a revenue  for  the  economical 
support  of  government  is  to  be  the  measure  of  protec- 
tive favor  to  our  manufacturers  and  mechanics,  jus- 
tice as  well  as  policy  demands  that  such  a scale  of 
duties  be  adopted  as  will  not,  by  fostering  an  increas- 
ed consumption  of  imported  fabrics,  favor  foreign  la- 
bor, when  by  a higher  scale,  producing  an  equal  re- 
venue, our  own  industry  may  be  aided  without  inju- 
ry to  any  home  interest. 

Resolved,  That  the  adequate  protection  of  the  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  does  not  conflict  with, 
but  does  essentially  aid  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial industry  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  finance  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  state  be  appointed  to  collect  and  dis- 
burse the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
this  convention. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
an  address  to  the  public  from  this  convention. 

Which  were  read,  discussed  and  adopted. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Stone, 
Simpson  and  Haven  of  N.  Y.;  J.  Brewster,  Dwight, 
Kennedy,  Dright  and  Copeland  of  Conn.;  and  Fisher 
of  Va.  White  of  Tenn.  and  Aldis  of  Va. 

Adjourned  to  11  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  Oct.  16.  Mr.  Blunt,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  organization  of  the  Home  League,  reported 
the  plan  of  a constitution,  which,  after  some  discus- 
sion and  modification,  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  agricultural,  commercial,  manu- 
facturing and  financial  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  promoted  by  the  accumulation 
and  diffusion  of  facts  in  relation  to  them,  by  means 
of  an  association  extending  through  and  embracing 
all  classes  and  departments  of  society  therefore,  the 
undersigned  do  adopt  as  follows: 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1st.  This  association  shall  be  denominated 
“the  Home  League  for  the  protection  of  American 
labor,  and  the  promotion  of  reciprocal  commerce.” 

Art.  2.  Any  person  subscribing  to  this  constitution 
and  paying  into  its  treasury  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
annually,  or  at  any  one  time  the  sum  of  five  dollars, 
shall  be  a member  of  this  league,  and  entitled  to  all 
its  benefits  and  privileges. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  of  tlfe  league  shall  be  a presi- 
dent and  four  vice  presidents,  a corresponding  and 
recording  secretary,  a treasurer,  and  a central  com- 
mittee of  twelve,  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  mem- 
bers as  directed  in  the  by-laws,  and  the  presidents  of 
the  state  branches  shall  be  ex-officio  vice  presidents 
of  the  Home  League. 

Art.  4.  In  each  state  the  league  shall  form  a cen- 
tral association  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  league, 
with  auxiliary  branches  in  the  principal  towns  and 
counties,  and  at  each  annual  meeting  delegates  are 
to  be  appointed  to  attend  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Home  League. 

Art.  5.  The  stated  annual  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion shall  be  in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  fair 
of  the  American  Institute,  when  its  officers  and  cen- 
tral committee  shall  be  chosen  by  a majority  of  votes 
present. 

Art.  6.  By-laws  for  the  government  of  the  league 
shall  be  enacted  by  the  respective  associations  for 
their  own  government. 

On  motion,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appoint- 
ed a committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  viz:  Messrs.  Blunt,  Haven  and 
Travers,  of  New  York,  and  W.  B.  Kinney,  of  New 
Jersey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haven,  the  president  of  the  con- 
vention was  added. 

Messrs.  White,  of  Tennessee,  Simpson,  of  New 
York,  and  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut,  severally  offered 
resolutions,  which  were  debated,  approved  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  an  address. 

A committee  of  finance  was  appointed. 

A resolution  was  passed,  requesting  the  public 
journals  of  this  city  and  the  whole  country  to  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 

On  motion,  adjourned  sine  die.  [..V.  Y.  Tribune. 


ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Our  practice  is  to  Register  the  leading  speeches 
upon  the  principal  topics  of  discussion  in  congress, 
so  as  to  afford  a fair  views  of  both  sides,  whatever 
the  question  may  be.  Upon  the  question  for  rejecting 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  so  warmly  de- 
bated during  the  session  of  1840,  we  selected  and 
published  the  speech  of  William  Cost  Johnson,  esq. 
of  Maryland,  on  the  one  side,  fully  intending  to  fol- 
low it  with  the  speech  of  William  Slade,  esq.  of 
Vermont,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question — but 
the  immense  length  of  the  latter  speech  occasioned 
us  to  postpone  it  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  give 
place  to  matter  of  immediate  interest  that  continued 
to  crowd  upon  our  files,  still  expecting  that  we  should 
shortly  have  more  room.  The  presidential  election 
and  the  political  movement  of  the  contending  parties 
occupied  almost  the  whole  period  from  the  termina- 
tion of  that  session  of  congress  until  the  next  session 
caught  us;  and,  that  was  hardly  disposed  of  before 
the  extra  session  arrived — and  now  another  regular 
session  is  on  our  heels.  We  are  constrained  to  lop 
off  some  pages  of  both  the  commencement  and  con- 
clusion of  Mr.  Slade’s  speech,  not  being  so  immedi- 
ately relavent  to  the  question  in  hand,  in  order  to  en- 
able us  to  get  it  into  the  Register.  By  thus  pruning 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  register  this  speech  in  the  pre- 
sent and  next  numbers. 

SPEECH  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  SLADE, 

In  house  of  representatives,  18tli  and  20th  January.  1840. 

POWER  op  CONGRESS  TO  ABOLITION  SLAVERY  AND  THE 

SLAVE  TRADE  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

I come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  a grave  and  impor- 
tant question,  namely,  that  of  the  constitutional  pow- 
er of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  right  to  adopt  the 
rule  before  us,  and  thereby  reject  all  petitions  and 
other  papers  touching  that  subject,  is  claimed  on  the 
ground  that  no  such  power  exists.  I have  asserted 
that  it  does  exist,  and  I will  now  proceed  to  prove  it. 

All  power  over  this  subject  is  derived  from  the 
grant  of  power  in  the  constitution,  which  declares 
(sec.  8,  art.  1)  that  “congress  shall  have  power  to 


exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever 
over  such  District  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square) 
as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  states,  and  the  ac- 
ceptance of  congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.” 

What  is  the  extent  of  the  power  of  legislation  here 
granted? 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  “exclusive.”  There  is  no 
other  concurrent  jurisdiction.  To  the  full  extent  of 
its  power  of  legislation,  whatever  it  may  be,  congress 
excludes  all  other  legislation;  so  that  the  states  to 
whose  jurisdiction  the  territory  forming  the  District 
originally  belonged,  have  no  more  power  to  extend 
their  legislation  to  it,  than  to  the  states  of  Georgia  or 
Maine. 

In  the  next  place,  it  extends  to  “ all  cases  whatso- 
ever.”  No  effort  to  find  language  granting  all  possi- 
ble power  of  legislation,  could  have  selected  terms 
more  comprehensive  than  these.  “All  cases  what- 
soever”— embracing,  of  course,  a range  of  objects  as 
wide,  and  a power  of  acting  on  them  as  ample  and 
extended  as  fall  within  the  competency  of  any  legis- 
lature. 

And  this  extent  of  the  power  of  its  legislation  is 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  exclusiveness  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  congress  over  the  territory.  All  other 
legislative  authority  being  excluded,  there  arises 
an  obvious  necessity  that  that  of  congress  should 
be  complete;  otherwise  the  people  of  the  District 
would  be  left  without  a legislature,  to  the  necessary 
and  indispensable  purposes  of  government. 

But  further.  Look  at  the  sweeping  language  of 
the  grant  of  power  to  legislate  for  this  District,  in 
contrast  with  the  specific  grants  of  power  to  legis- 
late for  the  country  generally.  In  regard  to  the  lat- 
ter, this  government  is  one  of  specifically  granted 
powers.  Thus,  for  example,  in  the  first  sixteen 
clauses  of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
constitution,  congress  is  authorised,  among  other 
things,  to  regulate  commerce,  to  coin  money,  to  es- 
tablish post  offices  and  post  roads,  to  declare  war, 
to  raise  and  support  armies,  and  to  provide  and 
maintain  a navy,  &c.  All  the  powers  (including,  of 
course,  the  power  to  pass  laws  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  these  powers  into  execution)  not  thus 
specifically  granted  were  reserved  to  the  states,  or  to 
the  people. 

Now,  why  was  the  language  changed  in  the  17th 
clause  of  the  8th  article,  from  the  specification,  as 
in  the  previous  sixteen  clauses,  of  particular  cases  in 
which  congress  might  legislate,  to  the  general  grant 
of  power  to  legislate  “in  all  cases  whatsoever?” 
Why  did  not  the  17th  clause  also  specify  the  particu- 
lar cases  in  which  congress  might  legislate  for  the 
District?  No  other  answer  can  be  given  to  this  ques- 
tion than  that  it  was  intended  to  grant  all  legislative 
power — to  make  no  exception — to  leave  nothing  for 
the  control,  either  of  the  people  of  the  District,  or 
of  any  other  power;  so  that  the  great  design  of  set- 
ting apart  a separate  District  for  the  seat  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  might  be  fully  an- 
swered— namely,  that  of  having  it  subjected  to  the 
jurisdiction  and  control  of  no  other  power. 

But  again.  If  the  power  of  congress  to  legislate 
for  the  District  is  limited,  who  is  to  determine  what 
the  limitation  shall  be?  Why  exclude  the  subject  of 
slavery  rather  than  any  other  subject?  If  “all  cases 
whatsoever”  mean  only  some  cases,  who  is  to  deter- 
mine what  those  some  cases  are?  One  may  exclude 
slavery — another  the  matter  of  the  currency — ano- 
ther the  prohibition  of  lotteries — another  the  sup- 
pression of  duelling — another  of  gambling,  and  ano- 
ther the  power  to  punish  crimes.  Which  is  right? 
Who  shall  determine?  Who  can  determine? 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  leave  the  plain  intelligible 
terms  of  the  grant  of  power  in  this  case,  and  resort 
to  implicatkm,  we  leave  a solid  rock  for  the  tremb- 
ling quicksand,  which  will  sink  beneath  us. 

But  do  any  still  doubt  with  regard  to  the  complete- 
ness of  the  power  of  congress  over  this  District?  If 
my  reasoning  has  failed  to  convince  them,  let  me  call 
their  attention  to  the  exposition  given  to  this  clause 
of  the  constitution  by  distinguished  men  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Madison  has  been  justly  styled  the  father 
of  the  constitution.  In  the  forty-third  numberof  the 
Federalist,  speaking  of  the  clause  in  question,  he 
said: 

“The  indispensable  necessity  of  complete  authority 
at  the  seat  of  government  carries  its  own  evidence 
with  it.  It  is  a power  exercised  by  every  legislature 
of  the  union — I might  say,  of  the  world — by  virtue  of 
its  general  supremacy.” 

“Complete”  was  the  simple,  significant,  compre- 
hensive term  used  by  Mr.  Madison  to  express  his  idea 
of  the  power. 

Let  me  next  turn  to  the  debates  in  the  Virginia 
convention,  during  its  deliberations  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution.  Virginia  authority,  I think, 
must  be  good  here  on  this  subject.  On  looking  into 


these  debates,  I find  that  the  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion now  in  question  was  objected  to  by  several  lead- 
ing members  of  the  convention,  expressly  on  the 
ground  of  the  unlimited  extent  of  the  power  which 
it  conferred  on  congress.  Mr.  Grayson  said  that 
“after  mature  deliberation,  he  could  not  find  that  the 
ten  miles  square  was  to  be  looked  upon  even  as 
part  of  a state;  but  to  be  totally  independent  of  all, 
and  subject  to  the  exclusive  legislation  of  congress.” 
Mr.  Mason  said  “this  clause  gives  an  unlimited 
authority,  in  every  possible  case,  witbin  the  Dis- 
trict.” Patrick  Henry  called  it  “unlimited,  unboundr- 
ed  authority.” 

Mr.  Madison,  who  participated  in  the  debate,  ad- 
mitted the  correctness  of  the  construction  to  which 
I have  referred,  by  replying  to  the  argument  against 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  thus  drawn  from  the 
“unlimited,  unbounded  authority”  which  it  confer- 
red— that  “there  must  be  a particular  cession  by  par- 
ticular states,  of  the  District  to  congress;  and  the 
states  may  settle  the  terms  of  the  cession,”  and  “may 
make  what  stipulation  they  please  in  it.” 

I have  thus  shown — from  the  express  language  of 
the  constitution— from  the  necessary  exclusiveness 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  congress — from  the  language 
of  the  grant  of  power  in  this  case,  in  contrast  with 
the  other  grants  of  power — from  the  absence  of 
every  thing  from  the  constitution  which  can  enable 
us  to  determine  what  exercise  of  legislative  power, 
if  any,  shall  be  excepted  from  the  grant  in  ques- 
tion— and  from  contemporaneous  construction — that 
congress  possess  that  constitutional  power  to  abo- 
lish slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  show  you  what 
construction  has  since  been  put  upon  this  grant  by 
congress,  by  committees  of  congress,  by  members 
of  congress  from  slaveholding  states,  by  the  people  of 
this  District,  and  by  men  now  occupying  the  highest 
stations  in  this  government. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1816,  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  pass- 
ed the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  existence  of  an  inhuman  and  illegal 
traffic  in  slaves,  carried  on  in  and  through  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  to  report  whether  any,  and 
what  measures  are  necessary  for  putting  a stop  to  the 
same.” 

This  resolution,  it  will  be  observed,  did  not  con- 
template the  mere  regulating  of  the  slave  trade,  but  the 
annihilation  of  it.  Nobody  can  pretend  that  the  ac- 
tion of  congress  which  the  resolution  contemplated 
did  not  involve  the  whole  question  in  slavery  here — 
the  power  to  abolish  the  slave  trade  manifestly  includ- 
ing the  power  to  abolish  slavery. 

The  committee  appointed  under  this  resolution 
were  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Kerr,  of  Virginia,  Ma- 
ryatt,  of  S.  Carolina,  Goldsborough,  of  Maryland,  and 
Hopkinson,  of  Pennsylvania.  This  committee,  four 
of  whom  were  from  slaveholding  states  manifested 
their  concurrence  with  the  house  in  its  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  power  of  congress  over  the  subject  of 
slavery  by  asking  for  authority  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  which  the  house  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  30th  of  April,  reported  sun- 
dry depositions  taken  by  them,  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  And  here  terminated  the  whole 
proceeding!  Although  Mr.  Randolph,  on  offering  the 
resolution,  urged  the  necessity  of  immediate  action, 
and  declared  that  “if  the  business  was  declined  by 
the  house  he  would  undertake  it  himself,  and  ferret 
out  of  their  holes  and  corners  the  villians  who  car- 
ried it  on,”  yet  “the  business”  was  never  prosecuted 
beyond  the  taking  and  reporting  of  the  depositions; 
which  depositions,  by  the  way,  are  not  now  to  be 
found  on  the  files  of  this  house. 

The  zeal  of  Mr.  Randolph  and  of  the  committee 
appears  to  have  suddenly  evaporated!  They  disco- 
vered that  they  were  attacking  the  “patriarchal  in- 
stitution,” and  shaking  what  has  since  been  called 
“the  corner  stone  of  our  republican  edifice” — and  de- 
sisted! But  they  showed,  and  the  house  showed,  that 
they  considered  the  power  of  congress  over  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  here  to  be  as  complete  as  over  any 
other  subject. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1827,  the  committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  by  their  chairman,  Mr. 
Powell,  of  Virginia,  said  in  a report  to  the  house: 
“The  congress  of  the  United  States  has,  by  the  con- 
stitution, exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  District;  and 
has  the  power  upon  this  subject,  (the  imprisonment 
of  free  negroes  as  runaways  and  their  sale  into  sla- 
very), as  upon  all  other  subjects  of  legislation  to  ex- 
ercise unlimited  discretion.”  “Unlimited”  was  the 
very  word  used  by  Patrick  Henry  in  the  Virginia 
convention,  to  express  his  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
power. 

I come  now  to  a still  more  distinct  recognition  of 
the  power  for  which  I contend. 
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On  the  9th  of  January,  1829,  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, on  motion  of  Mr.  Miner,  of  Pennsylvania, 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  gradual  abo- 
lition of  slavery  within  the  District,  in  such  man- 
ner that  the  interest  of  no  individual  shall  be  injured 
thereby.” 

This  resolution  was  passed  by  a vote  of  114  to  66; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  of  those  who  voted 
in  the  affirmative,  eleven  were  from  the  slave  states, 
viz:  one  from  Delaware,  two  from  Maryland,  three 
from  Virginia,  one  from  North  Carolina,  one  from 
Tennessee,  and  three  from  Kentucky. 

On  the  29th  of  January  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  reported  a bill  providing,  among 
other  things,  that  no  slave  should  be  imported  into 
the  District;  and  that,  upon  such  importation,  the 
slave  should  be  free,  on  leaving  the  District  within 
ten  days.  Of  the  committee  of  seven  who  thus  re- 
cognized the  power  of  congress  over  the  subject  of 
slavery  here,  there  were  four  from  slave  states,  viz: 
two  from  Virginia  and  two  from  Maryland. 

It  further  appears  that,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1830, 
a similar  bill  was  reported  by  Mr.  Washington,  of 
Maryland,  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

In  April,  1836,  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina, 
chairman  of  a committee  on  abolition,  reported  the 
following  resolutions: 

“Resolved,  That  congress  possess  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  any  of  the  states  of  this  confederacy. 

“ Resolved , That  congress  ought  not  to  interfere, 
in  any  way,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.” 

Here,  again,  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  here  is  clearly  admitted,  by  the  marked 
difference  in  the  phraseology  of  the  two  resolutions; 
the  first  expressly  declaring  that  congress  have  no 
constitutional  power  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
states,  while  the  second  merely  declares  that  congress 
ought  not  to  interfere  in  this  District — omitting  all 
reference  to  the  constitution. 

In  accordance  with  these  proceedings,  which  show 
the  recognition,  by  the  house  of  representatives  and 
its  committees,  of  the  power  in  question,  is  the  pre- 
sentation, by  members  of  congress  from  the  slave 
states,  of  abolition  memorials,  viz: 

By  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  January  14, 1822,  from 
citizens  of  that  state,  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  December 
13,  1824,  from  citizens  of  that  state,  praying  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Barney,  of  Maryland,  on  the  11th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1828,  from  citizens  of  Baltimore,  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  A.  H.  Shepperd,  of  North  Carolina,  March 
30,  1828,  from  citizens  of  that  state,  praying  congress 
to  take  measures  for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 

By  Mr.  Washington,  of  Maryland,  March  5,  1830, 
from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  in  that 
state,  for  the  same  object. 

To  these  expressions  of  opinion  by  individual 
members  of  congress  from  slave  states,  I add  that 
of  Alexander  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  in  the  debate  on 
the  Missouri  question,  in  January,  1820,  in  which  he 
said: 

“If  the  future  freedom  of  the  black  is  your  real  object, 
and  not  a mere  pretence,  why  do  you  not  begin  here? 
Within  the  ten  miles  square  you  have  undoubted 
power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation. 

Produce  a bill  to  emancipate  the  slaves  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or,  if  you  prefer  it,  to  emancipate 
those  born  hereafter.” 

From  these  recognitions  of  the  power  in  question,  I 
turn  to  admission  of  the  power  by  the  people  of  this 
District. 

In  the  year  1802,  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria  made  a formal  presentment  of  the  slave 
trade  as  a “grievance.”  Having  described  the  trade 
with  its  horrible  and  heart-rending  atrocities,  they 
say:  “We  consider  these  grievances  demanding  legis- 
lative redress.” 

Let  me  stop  a moment  to  consider  the  language  of 
this  presentment— “grievances!”  We  have  been  told 
that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are  no  grievance, 
whose  redress  can  be  prayed  for,  because  congress 
have  no  power  over  the  subject.  Not  so  thought  the 
grand  jury  of  Alexandria.  And  then,  again,  we 
are  told  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are  no  grie- 
vance to  the  people  of  the  north,  because  their  inte- 
rests are  not  affected  by  them.  How  are  the  inte- 
rests of  the  grand  jurors  of  Alexandria  affected  by 
what  they  presented  as  a grievance?  It  did  not  take 
away  their  property.  It  did  not  destroy  their  health, 
or  endanger  their  lives.  But  it  outraged  their  feelings, 


and  therefore  it  was  a “grievance.”  It  outrages  the 
feelings  of  my  constituents;  and  therefore  it  is  a 
grievance  to  them.  It  is  an  outrage  committed  under 
the  authority  of  the  laws  of  congress,  forwhichthey 
share  a responsibility;  and  therefore  they  ask  for  their 
repeal. 

But  I have  in  my  hand  a still  stronger  expression 
on  the  subject  from  this  District.  It  is  a memorial 
earnestly  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  here,  signed  by  more  than  eleven  hundred 
citizens  of  the  District,  presented  to  congress  in 
1828 — among  the  signers  of  which  were  chief  justice 
Cranch,  Judge  Morsell  and  Gen.  Van  Ness,  besides  a 
large  number  of  others  of  the  most  intelligent  and  re- 
spectable of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District.  And  now, 
sir,  listen  to  the  expression  of  their  opinion  upon  the 
power  of  congress. 

After  describing  in  glowing  language  the  horrors 
of  the  slave  trade  here,  comparing  it  with  the  fo- 
reign slave  trade,  denounced  and  punished  as  piracy, 
and  speaking  of  “the  reproach  of  inconsistency  cast 
upon  the  free  institutions  established  among  us,”  they 
say: 

“We  behold  these  scenes  continually  taking  place 
among  us,  and  lament  our  inability  to  prevent  them. 
The  people  of  this  District,  have  within  themselves, 
no  means  of  legislative  redress,  and  we  therefore  ap- 
peal to  your  honorable  body,  as  the  only  one  invested 
by  the  American  constitution  with  the  power  to  re- 
lieve us.” 

Two  years  after  the  presentation  of  this  memorial, 
viz:  January,  1830,  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Washington  expressed  their  conviction  of  the  power 
of  congress  over  this  subject,  in  a communication 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  which  they  gave  an  appalling 
description  of  the  slave  trade,  and  declared  that  “the 
inhuman  practice  is  so  shocking  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  community,  as  to  call  loudly  for  the  interposition 
of  congress. 

Let  me  present  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  addi- 
tional testimony  of  two  distinguished  men,  and  I shall 
have  done  with  the  question  of  constitutional  power. 
I refer  to  the  declarations  of  the  two  highest  officers 
of  this  government. 

In  the  United  States  senate,  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1820,  in  the  debate  on  the  Missouri  question,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said: 

“In  the  District  of  Columbia,  containing  a popu- 
lation of  30,000  souls  and  probably  as  many  slaves 
as  the  whole  territory  of  Missouri,  the  power  of 
providing  for  their  emancipation  rests  with  congress 
alone.  Why,  then,  this  heart-rending  sympathy  for 
the  slaves  of  Missouri,  and  this  cold  insensibility,  this 
eternal  apathy  towards  the  slaves  in  the  District  of 
Columbia?” 

And  now,  I give  you  the  testimony  of  the  present 
chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  whom  no  one 
will  suspect  of  a want  of  inclination  to  please  the 
south  by  denying  the  constitutional  power  of  congress 
over  this  subject,  if  it  were  possible  to  find  even  plau- 
sible reasons  for  such  a denial.  In  a letter  to  a com- 
mittee of  gentlemen  in  North  Carolina,  of  the  6th  of 
March,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  said: 

“I  would  not,  from  the  lights  now  before  me,  feel 
myself  safe  in  pronouncing  that  congress  does  not 
possess  the  power  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.” 

This  was  Mr.  Van  Buren's  w ay  of  affirming  the 
power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  here. 

Is  Ike  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  competency  of  legis- 
lation. 

Having  thus  shown  that  the  language  of  the  grant 
of  power  to  legislate  for  this  District,  necessarily,  in 
the  absence  of  express  limitation  extends  to  every 
possible  “case”  of  legislation,  and  th£t  this  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  ancient  construction  and  modern  prac- 
tice, I come  to  consider  some  objections  which  are 
urged  against  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

It  is  said  that  it  is  not  competent  for  legislative 
power  to  abolish  slavery;  and  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
grant  of  power  to  congress  must  necessarily  be  li- 
mited to  “cases”  within  the  competency  of  legisla- 
tion, therefore  the  “all  cases  whatsoever”  of  the  con- 
stitution, cannot  be  taken  to  embrace  the  “case”  of 
slavery. 

Nolegislative  power  is,  I admit,  competent  to  do 
every  thing.  It  cannot,  for  example  act,  by  law,  upon 
the  consciences  or  the  faith  of  men.  It  cannot  compel 
or  sanction  the  commission  of  crime.  It  cannot  en- 
act that  husbands  shall  not  protect  their  wives,  or  that 
parents  shall  not  provide  for  their  children,  or  that 
female  chastity  shall  be  exposed  to  violation;  and  so 
of  many  other  cases  I might  specify.  It  cannot  pass 
such  laws  for  the  very  same  reason  that  it  could  not 
rightfully  pass  the  laws  by  which  slaves  are  holden 
here;  and  for  the  very  reason  why  it  is  bound  to  re- 
peal them,  namely,  because  such  laws  are  contrary 
to  the  great  law  of  nature,  which  no  human  legisla- 
tion may  violate. 


But  what  is  it  to  abolish  slavery?  Slavery,  it 
should  be  remembered,  is  the  mere  creature  of  sta- 
tute, or  positive  law.  It  is  unknown  to  the  common 
law.  “It  is”  (said  Lord  Mansfield,  near  seventy 
years  ago,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  the  negro  So- 
merset, which  every  lawyer  has,  of  course  read) — “It 
is  so  odious  that  nothing  can  be  suffered  to  support  it 
but  positive  law.”  What  is  it,  then,  to  abolish  sla- 
very? It  is  simply  to  repeal  the  positive  laws  which 
sustain  it;  to  open  the  foul  dungeon,  locked  by  the 
key  of  unjust  legislation,  and  permit  the  slave  to 
walk  forth,  and  breathe  the  pure,  invigorating  at- 
mosphere of  the  common  law.  It  is  to  restore  to  its 
just  efficacy  the  great  fundamental  law  of  natural 
justice,  on  which  the  common  law  is  founded — a law 
written  upon  every  man’s  conscience  and  in  every 
man’s  heart. 

This  congress  is  called  on  to  do  by  the  petitions 
which  we  are  now  contriving  means  summarily  to  re- 
ject. It  is  by  the  statute  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  them  alone,  that  men  are  made  slaves  in  this 
District.  The  congress  of  the  United  States  have 
passed  laws  repealing  the  law  of  eternal  justice;  and 
the  petitioners  ask  us  to  repeal  the  repealing  laws, 
and  restore  the  law  repealed  to  its  full  force  and  ef- 
ficacy. They  ask  us  to  remove  the  crushing  weight 
we  have  placed  upon  the  soul  and  body  of  the  slave, 
and  permit  him  to  rise  up  and  walk.  They  ask  this 
in  the  name  of  justice.  And  are  we  to  be  told  that 
we  have  no  power  to  grant  their  request?  Had  we 
power  to  enact  these  laws?  Where  did  we  get  iff  If 
the  constitution  gave  it — which  I deny — does  it  not 
give  us  power  to  repeal  them?  Have  we  power  to 
pass  a law  making  men  the  property  of  their  fellow 
men;  and  have  we  no  power  to  pass  a law  restoring 
to  them  the  ownership  of  themselves? 

Will  any  one  talk  of  vested  rights  which  we  should 
thereby  violate?  I deny  that  there  are,  or  ever  can 
be,  in  justice,  any  vested  rights  in  such  a case.  It 
has  been  said  by  a great  statesman  that  “that  is  pro- 
perty which  the  law  makes  property.”  If  by  this 
proposition  is  meant  that  what  the  law  makes  pro- 
perty is  property,  according  to  law,  I do  not,  of 
course,  deny  it.  This  would  be  merely  saying  that 
law  is  law.  But  if  it  is  intended  to  affirm  that  what 
the  law  makes  property  is  rightfully  and  justly  pro- 
perty , then  I deny  it  utterly.  The  law  may  make 
the  declaration;  and  the  power  of  the  state  may  en- 
force it,  and  the  community  may,  of  necessity,  sub- 
mit; but,  after  all,  it  will  be  a mere  law  of  force  and 
not  of  right;  unless,  according  to  the  philosophy  of 
the  infidel  Hobbes,  “the  sole  foundation  of  right  and 
wrong  is  the  civil  law.”  That  is  the  philosophy  for 
slavery;  but  not  for  the  freedom  which  finds  the  rule 
of  right  and  wrong  in  a higher  law  than  that  of  the 
state. 

Let  me  test  this  proposition  to  which  I have  refer- 
red by  an  example.  Suppose  we  enact  a law  declar- 
ing that  the  first  red  man  from  the  western  wilds  who 
may  chance  to  fall  within  your  power  shall  be  your 
property.  Would  our  law  make  him  property? — 
Would  not  the  voice  of  nature  and  the  voice  of  this 
nation  unite  in  thundering  an  indignant  no  to  such  an 
inquiry? 

Whence  is  derived  the  original  idea  of  property? — 
It  is  not  the  creature  of  statute  law.  There  are  no 
statutes  declaring  that  lands  and  houses,  and  cattle, 
and  the  productions  of  human  skill  and  industry,  shall 
be  property.  There  are  statute  laws  regulating  their 
alienation  and  descent,  but  none  declaring  that  they 
may  be  the  subjects  of  ownership  by  man.  And  this 
for  the  best  of  reasons.  There  is  a law  older  than  all 
human  laws,  and  above  all  human  laws,  which  has 
settled  the  matter.  It  is  the  law  of  nature;  which  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  the  will  of  the  great  ori- 
ginal Proprietor.  That  Proprietor  never  stamped  on 
man  the  quality  of  property.  He  never  authorised 
one  man  to  own  another  man;  nor  did  He  ever  au- 
thorise a legislature  to  make  a law  giving  such  own- 
ership. Ownership  in  man?  You  may  as  well  talk 
of  owning  the  stars  or  the  sun.  No.  Man  was  made 
to  be  the  owner  of  himsqlf.  Every  quality  of  his  no- 
ble nature,  and  every  aspiration  of  his  undying  spirit, 
proclaim  it. 

Having  shown  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  is,  upon 
the  principles  of  natural  justice,  within  the  compe- 
tency of  legislation,  let  me  now  advert,  briefly,  to  the 
history  of  abolition,  to  show  how  extensively  these 
principles  have  been  acted  on.  It  may  surprise  those 
who  habitually  regard  abolition  as  the  mere  fungus 
creation  of  moon-struck  fanaticism,  to  learn  the  ex- 
tent to  which  its  “abstractions,”  as  they  are  called  in 
derision,  have  been  actually  made  the  basis  of  legisla- 
tion. I hold  in  my  had  the  5th  number  of  the  “Anti- 
Slavery  Examiner,”  in  which  I find  the  following 
very  brief  summary  of  the  history  of  abolition,  which 
I beg  permission  to  read: 

“The  abolition  decree  of  the  great  council  of  Eng- 
land was  passed  in  1102.  The  memorable  Irish  de- 
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cree,  ‘that  all  English  slaves  in  the  whole  of  Ireland 
be  immediately  emancipated  and  restored  to  their 
former  liberty,’  was  issued  in  1171.  Slavery  in  Eng- 
land was  abolished  by  a general  charter  of  emancipa- 
tion in  1381.  Passing  over  many  instance^  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery  by  law,  both  during  the  middle 
ages  and  since  the  reformation,  we  find  them  multi- 
plying as  we  approach  our  own  times.  In  1776,  sla- 
very was  abolished  in  Prussia  by  special  edict.  In 
St.  Domingo,  Cayenne,  Guadaloupe  and  Martinique, 
in  1794,  where  more  than  600,000  slaves  were  eman- 
cipated by  the  French  government.  In  Java,  1811;  in 
Ceylon,  1815;  in  Buenos  Ayres,  1816;  in  St.  Helena, 
1819;  in  Colombia,  1821;  by  the  congress  of  Chili  in 
1821;  in  Cape  Colony,  1823;  in  Malaca,  1825;  in  the 
southern  provinces  of  Birmah,  1826;  in  Bolivia,  1826; 
in  Peru,  Guatemala  and  Montevideo,  1828;  in  Jamai- 
ca, Barbadoes,  the  Bermudas,  th^Bahamas,  Anquilla, 
Mauritius,  St.  Christopher’s,  Nevis,  the  Virgin  Is- 
lands, (British),  Antigua,  Montserrat,  St.  Vincent’s, 
Grenada,  Berbice,  Tobago,  St.  Lucia,  Trinidad, 
Honduras,  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1834.  But,  waiv- 
ing details,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  England,  France, 
Spain,  Po-tugal,  Denmark,  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia 
and  Germany,  have  all,  and  often,  given  their  testi- 
mony to  the  competency  of  the  legislative  power  to 
abolish  slavery.  In  our  own  country,  the  legislature 
passed  an  act  of  abolition  in  1780,  Connecticut  in 
1784,  Rhode  Island  in  1784,  New  York  in  1799,  New 
Jersey  in  1804,  Vermont  by  constitution  in  1777, 
Massachusetts  in  1780,  and  N.  Hampshire  in  1784.” 

Plere,  sir,  are  the  “abstractions”  of  abolition,  em- 
bodied in  the  legislation  of  Europe  and  America  dur- 
ing the  last  five  hundred  years;  and  yet  we  are  told 
that  legislative  power  is  incompetent  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery! 

To  the  evidence  thus  furnished  of  the  recognition 
of  the  competency  of  legislative  power  to  abolish 
slavery,  by  its  actual  abolition,  I may  add  the  admis- 
sion of  it  clearly  implied  in  the  constitutions  of  five 
of  the  slaveholding  states  of  this  union — namely, 
those  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Kentucky 
and  Arkansas — all  of  which  expressly  prohibit  the 
legislatures  of  those  states  from  passing  laws  for 
emancipating  slaves  without  the  consent  of  their 
owners — thereby  admitting,  that,  without  such  pro- 
hibition, the  power  to  pass  such  laws  would  exist. 

To  all  this  I might  add  the  authority  of  numerous 
distinguished  names  from  among  slaveholding  states- 
men and  jurists  of  our  country;  such  as  Pinkney  and 
Martin  of  Maryland,  and  Washington,  Jefferson,  Ma- 
dison, Henry,  Pendleton,  Mason,  Wythe,  Lee  and 
St.  George  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  I shall  refer  more 
fully  to  the  declarations  of  some  of  them  hereafter, 
for  another  purpose.  I will  only  here  say,  that  Ge- 
neral Washington  repeatedly  declared  that  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  ought  to  be  effected  “by  legislative  au- 
thority," and  that  “at  a period  not  remote." 

But  I have  further  authority  on  this  point,  in  the 
action  of  this  government  itself,  to  which  I desire 
now  to  call  your  attention,  and  in  which  you  will  find 
the  power  of  abolishing  slavery  exercised  in  cases  in 
which  it  is  much  less  clearly  authorised  than  it  is  in 
the  case  before  us. 

The  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  no  one  will  deny, 
involves  the  great  principle  of  the  right  to  abolish 
slavery.  That  trade  on  the  high  seas,  in  American 
vessels,  congress  has  abolished,  or  attempted  to  abo- 
lish. It  has  authorised  the  commanders  of  its  armed 
vessels  to  capture  the  slave  ship,  take  from  its  owner 
his  cargo  of  men,  and  bring  in  his  vessel  for  con- 
demnation, and  himself  for  trial  as  a pirate. 

Now,  by  what  authority  has  congress  thus  inter- 
fered to  wrest  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
men  bought  with  their  money?  By  what  authority 
has  it  interfered  with  “vested  rights?”  By  what  au- 
thority does  it  thus  take  “private  property?"  Does 
the  constitution  say  that  congress  may  legislate  in 
“all  cases  whatsoever”  touching  the  African  slave 
trade?  No.  It  simply  declares  that  “the  congress 
shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations.”  It  is  upon  the  foundation  of  this  simple 
grant  of  power,  that  congress  has  reared  its  structure 
of  slave-trade-prohibiting  legislation,  and  has  brought 
up,  for  the  top-stone  of  the  noble  edifice,  the  punish- 
ment of  DEATH. 

But  further.  Congress,  by  an  act  passed  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1798,  prohibited,  under  a heavy  penalty, 
the  importation  of  slaves  from  any  place  without  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  into  the  territory  of  Mis- 
sissippi; and  declared  that,  upon  such  importation, 
such  slaves  should  be  free.  It  also,  on  the  26th  of 
March,  1804,  enacted  a similar  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  the  territory  of  Orleans, 
with  a similar  provision  for  their  freedom. 

By  what  authority  were  these  abolition  acts  pass- 
ed? Simply  in  virtue  of  that  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  declares  that  “the  congress  sh^U  have 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
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regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States;”  a power  by  no 
means  as  clearly  reaching  the  “case”  of  abolition,  as 
that  of  legislating  “in  all  cases  whatsoever”  within 
and  for  the  “ten  miles  square.”  Let  it  not  be  said 
that  the  prohibitions  to  which  I have  just  alluded 
were  enacted  under  the  authority  of  that  clause  of 
the  constitution  to  which  I have  before  referred  the 
abolition  of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  since  the  autho- 
rity derived  from  that  clause,  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  was  prohibited  to  be  exercised  prior 
to  the  year  1808;  while  these  acts  prohibiting  their 
importation  into  the  territories  of  Mississippi  and  Or- 
leans were  passed  in  1798  and  1804. 

But  there  is  a still  more  striking  illustration  of  the 
pushing  of  legislation  to  “the  verge”  of  constitution- 
al power  in  favor  of  human  liberty,  in  the  celebrated 
ordinance  of  1787,  “for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio.”  The  sixth  of  the  “articles  of  compact”  of 
that  ordinance  declares  that  “there  shall  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  territo- 
ry, otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes.” — 
This  article  not  only  prohibited  the  future  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  northwestern  territory,  but  in 
effect,  abolished  the  slavery  which  then  existed 
there.  This  is  sufficiently  obvious  from  the  terms  of 
the  ordinance.  And  such  is  the  effect  which  has 
been  given  to  it  by  judicial  decision.  I refer  to  the 
case  of  Harvey  and  others  vs.  Decker  and  Hopkins, 
decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  Mississippi,  in  the 
year  1818.  Walker’s  reports,  p.  36. 

This  was  the  case  of  three  slaves  who  had  been 
taken  by  Decker  from  Virginia  to  the  northwestern 
territory,  in  1784,  where  they  remained  until  after 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  until  the  year  1816.  How 
the  case  came  up  for  adjudication  in  Mississippi  does 
not  appear.  It  was  fully  argued  upon  a motion  for  a 
new  trial,  and  the  court  decided  that  the  slaves  were 
emancipated  by  the  ordinance  of  ’87.  One  of  the 
points  made  in  the  case  was,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  effect  of  the  ordinance,  the  slaves  were  emanci- 
pated by  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  adopted  in  1816. 
This  was  resisted  on  the  ground  that  to  give  it  such 
an  effect  would  be  to  violate  vested  rights.  The  deci- 
sion of  the  court  on  this  point,  coming  from  the  high- 
est judicial  tribunal  of  a slave  state,  is  worthy  of  spe- 
cial notice. 

“What  (say  the  court)  are  these  vested  rights? — 
Arc  they  derived  from  nature,  or  from  the  municipal 
law?  Slavery  is  condemned  by  reason  and  the  laxcs  of 
nature.  It  exists,  and  can  only  exist  through  muni- 
cipal regulations;  and,  in  matters  of  doubt,  is  it  not 
an  unquestioned  rule  that  courts  must  lean  infavorem 
vitae  et  libertalis?  Admitting  it  was  a doubtful  point 
whether  the  constitution  was  to  be  considered  pros- 
pective in  its  operation  or  not,  the  defendants  say, 
You  take  from  us  a vested  right  arising  from  munici- 
pal law.  The  petitioners  say,  you  would  deprive  us 
of  a natural  right  guarantied  by  the  ordinance  and 
constitution?  How  should  the  court  decide,  if  con- 
struction was  really  to  determine  it?  In  favor  of  li- 
berty.” 

That  the  practical  effect  of  the  ordinance  was  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  within  the  territory  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption,  (and  that,  too,  let  it  be  remembered, 
without  compensation),  appears  from  the  fact  that 
slaveholders  in  the  territory  petitioned  congress  for  a 
repeal  of  that  part  of  the  ordinance  touching  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  upon  the  ground  that  it  had  such  an 
effect.  I refer  to  the  memorial  of  “the  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of  St.  Clair  and  Randolph,”  Illinois, 
presented  to  congress  on  the  12th  of  January,  1796. 
It  is  an  interesting  document,  embodying  as  it  does 
the  principal  arguments  now  urged,  and  always  urg- 
ed, against  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the 
consent  of  their  owners;  and  showing  the  tenacity 
with  which  slavery  clings  to  its  wrongful  possessions. 
Let  me  state  the  substance  of  it. 

The  memorialists  declared  the  ordinance  to  be 
contrary  to  a fundamental  principle  in  all  free  coun- 
tries, “that  no  ex  post  facto  law  should  ever  be  made.” 
They  stated  that  they  were,  at  the  date  of  the  ordi- 
nance, possessed  of  a number  of  slaves,  which  the 
sixth  article  “seemed  to  deprive  them  of,  without 
their  consent  or  concurrence;”  and  they  complained 
that  the  effect  of  that  article  was  to  deprive  them,  not 
only  of  the  slaves  holdcn  by  them  at  its  date,  but — 
what  was  a great  grievance! — of  the  children  of  those 
slaves  born  after  that  date;  their  right  to  whom  they 
atiirmed — and,  as  1 think,  with  great  truth — to  be  as 
indefeasible  as  the  right  to  their  parents.  They  close 
their  complaint  by  saying  that,  so  far  as  respected 
them,  the  ordinance  was  altogether  ear  parte;  and  that 
if  they  had  been  consulted,  they  would  never  have 
made  a compact  depriving  them  of  their  most  valua- 
ble property. 

Such  was  the  ordinance  of  1787 — an  ordinance 
passed  unanimously,  with  the  exception  of  a single 
vote.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  although  this  or- 


dinance was  drawn  by  a distinguished  member  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Dane),  yet  the  idea  of  abolish- 
ing slavery  in  the  northwestern  territory  was  origi- 
nally brought  out  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  having  been  sug- 
gested by  him  in  1784,  in  his  report,  as  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  congress,  of  a plan  for  the  government 
of  the  territory. 

And  now,  sir,  by  what  authority  did  the  congress 
of ’87  thus  abolish  slavery  in  the  northwestern  terri- 
tory? Was  there  any  power  to  do  it  conferred  by  the 
articles  of  confederation  which  will  at  all  compare 
with  the  authority  given  to  congress  in  the  present 
constitution  to  abolish  slavery  here?  None  will  pre- 
tend it.  And  yet  the  ordinance  was  passed,  and  sla- 
very abolished — so  strong  was  the  anti-slavery  feel- 
ing at  that  day — so  ready  were  the  men  of  the  revo- 
lution to  strain  authority  to  the  very  utmost,  for  the 
purpose  of  banishing  slavery  from  the  land  which 
freemen’s  blood  had  been  profusely  poured  out  to  re- 
deem from  oppression’s  power. 

Objection — property  cannot  be  taken  without  process  of 
law,  nor  without  compensation. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  power  to  legislate  “in  all 
cases  whatsoever,”  is  restrained  from  abolishing 
slavery,  by  the  fifth  of  the  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, which  declares  that  “no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liberty  or  property,  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law.”  My  reply  to  this  is,  that  the  term  “pro- 
perly," as  used  in  the  amendment,  cannot  be  there 
taken  to  mean  slaves,  because  the  constitution  itself 
calls  them  persons,  and  treats  them  as  such.  They 
are  described  in  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  as 
“ persons  held  to  service  or  labor;”  and  in  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  the  1st  article,  which  provides  for  their  being 
represented  in  this  body,  they  are  spoken  of  as  “ail 
other  persons .”  If,  then,  it  had  been  intended  to  pro- 
hibit the  taking  of  slaves  “without  due  process  of 
law,”  the  amendment  should  have  so  described  them. 
The  constitution  must  be  made  its  own  interpreter; 
and  it  calls  them  “persons."  No  mere  intendment, 
therefore,  can  include  them  within  the  meaning  of 
the  term  “property." 

If  it  be  said  that  this  construction  would  not  make 
the  constitution  prohibit  individuals  from  depriving 
slaveholders  of  their  slaves  without  process  of  law.  I 
admit  it.  The  guaranty  extending,  for  the  reason 
mentioned,  in  no  wise  to  slaves,  their  “owners”  are, 
of  course,  left  to  their  rights  as  existing  independent 
of  the  guaranty. 

The  honorable  member  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cooper) 
refers  to  that  clause  of  the  amendment  which  prohi- 
bits the  “taking  of  private  property  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation,”  and  finds  in  that  an  ar- 
gument against  abolishing  slavery.  “Is  it  pretended 
(says  he)  that  this  government  has  a ‘public  use ’ for 
this  property?”  Sir,  I admit  that  abolition  does  not 
take  for  “public  use.”  But  I at  the  same  time  main- 
tain that  it  does  not  take  at  all,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  constitution.  It  performs  a nobler  work  than 
taking  slaves  for  public  use.  It  takes  off  from  them 
the  crushing  weight  of  laws  which  consign  them, 
without  compensation,  to  the  use  of  others,  and  re- 
stores them  to  the  use  of  themselves.  This  is  aboli- 
tion. 

But  I have  another  reply  to  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  referred  to. 

It  is,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
always  refused  to  recognize  slaves  as  “property”  for 
which  “compensation”  might  be  claimed  under  the 
constitution.  In  numerous  cases  in  which  they  were 
taken  into  the  service  by  their  masters  as  waiters, 
and  killed  in  the  service,  has  congress  refused  com- 
pensation, though  it  has  uniformly  made  it  for  horses 
and  other  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while 
employed  in  such  service. 

But,  what  is  more  directly  to  the  point  now  before 
us,  congress  has,  in  passing  laws  providing  compen- 
sation for  property  impressed  into  the  service — “taken 
for  public  use” — expressly  refused  to  include  slaves. 
Thus,  when  the  act  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  “autho- 
rising the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,”  was  under  discussion,  Mr.  Ma- 
ryatt,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  amend  the  section 
which  provided  payment  for  impressed  horses,  carts, 
&c.  so  as  to  include  all  oilier  properly  lost  in  the  service. 
He  particularly  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  cases  of  slaves  used  as  drivers  of  wagons,  as  sai- 
lors, laborers,  & c.  impressed  into  the  service,  and  lost, 
captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  His  motion 
was  negatived  by  a large  majority.  A similar  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  the  24th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1825,  to  amend  the  bill  authorising  further 
payment  to  sufferers  during  the  war,  and  with  a si- 
milar result. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  the  house  of  representatives 
repeatedly  refused,  upon  the  most  pressing  and  ur- 
gent applications  of  Francis  Larche,  to  make  com- 
pensation for  his  slave,  impressed  into  the  service  at 
New  Orleans,  in  the  winter  of  1814  T5,  and  killed 
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in  the  service.  A report  of  the  committee  of  claims 
in  this  case  may  he  found  in  the  third  volume  of  Re- 
ports of  Committees,  1st  session,  21st  congress,  No. 
401;  in  which  numerous  cases  of  rejected  applica- 
tions for  compensation  for  slaves  killed  in  the  service 
are  referred  to. 

Consent  of  the  people  of  the  District. 

It  is,  in  the  next  place,  said  that  congress  may  not 
abolish  slavery  here  without  the  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District.  This  objection  has  received  the 
sanction  of  my  venerable  friend  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Adams),  in  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  U. 
States,  since  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  deserves, 
for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  to  he  well  considered. 

I understand  the  venerable  member  to  have  placed 
this  objection  on  the  ground  that  it  is  against  the 
great  leading  principle  of  our  institutions — that  of 
self-government — that  the  people  should  be  acted  on 
by  legislation  without  their  consent.  1 admit  the 
correctness  of  the  principle,  but  deny  that  it  sustains 
the  objection.  It  will  not  certainly  be  claimed  that 
the  consent  must,  in  all  cases,  be  expressed.  There 
are  very  few  now  on  the  stage,  who  expressly  assent- 
ed to  the  constitution  when  it  was  adopted;  yet  no- 
body denies  that  we  are  all  bound  by  it  in  virtue  of 
an  assent,  implied.  And  is  not  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  District  to  our  legislation  implied,  upon 
the  same  principles?  When  the  territory  composing 
this  District  was  a part  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
the  assent  of  its  inhabitants  to  that  constitution  which 
authorises  congress  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  was,  in  effect,  given  by  the 
adoption  of  that  constitution  by  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land; and  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  District  are 
hound  to  submit  to  that  legislation  upon  precisely  the 
same  principle  that  obliges  any  of  the  states  to  sub- 
mit to  the  legislation  of  congress  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised. 

If  this  reasoning  be  correct,  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  District  to  the  constitutional  action  of  con- 
gress is  implied;  and  to  require  that  it  be  expressed  as- 
serts a principle  which  would  absolve  the  people  of 
the  whole  country  from  all  obligation  to  obey  the 
laws  either  of  the  states  or  of  the  nation.  And  here 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  objection  does  not 
apply  solely  to  legislation  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
hut  that,  from  its  nature,  it  is  applicable  to  all  sub- 
jects of  legislation  affecting  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District;  so  that  the  principle  it  involves 
strikes  at  the  whole  power  of  congress  supposed  to 
be  conferred  in  the  clause  of  the  constitution  we 
have  been  considering. 

But  let  us  see  how  the  principle  contended  for  is 
to  he  carried  out.  How  is  the  new  piece  of  timber 
to  he  put  into  the  building  which  has  been  so  “fitly 
framed?”  There  must,  it  is  said,  be  an  express  as- 
sent of  the  people  of  the  District.  How  is  that  as- 
sent to  he  obtained?  By  what  authority?  Shall 
meetings  be  called?  How  and  by  whom?  And  when 
they  are  called,  and  come  to  act — upon  what  princi- 
ple— by  virtue  of  what  organic  law  shall  the  decision 
of  the  majority  bind  the  minority,  or  bind  those  who 
do  not  choose  to  attend?  And  then,  in  what  form 
and  under  what  circumstances  is  the  assent  to  he  gi- 
ven? Must  the  law  which  we  may  pass  be  submitted 
to  the  people  in  their  assemblies  for  their  sanction? 
Or  shall  they  meet  beforehand  and  give  congress 
power  to  exercise  legislation  in  certain  cases  or  upon 
certain  subjects,  leaving  to  congress  the  power  to 
settle  the  details  of  its  own  action? 

Congress  has  hitherto  always  proceeded  on  the 
ground  that  its  power  to  act  was  derived  from  the 
constitution.  And  when  the  inquiry  has  arisen,  what 
are  we  authorised  to  do?  wise  and  learned  men  have 
gravely  looked  into  the  constitution  to  determine  the 
question.  But,  under  the  new  doctrine,  the  case  is 
entirely  changed;  and  our  wise  men  must  lay  aside 
their  spectacles,  shut  the  book  of  the  constitution, 
and  go  about  to  inquire,  what  power  do  the  people  of 
this  District  think  we  have  a right  to  exercise?  Or 
what  power  are  they  disposed  to  grant  us?  We  used 
to  think  we  must  inquire  of  the  constitution  to  know 
what  we  might  do,  especially  as  we  were  solemnly 
sworn  to  support  it;  but  now  we  must  inquire  of  the 
people  of  this  District!  Who  ever  heard  of  such  a 
government  as  this  would  be  if  the  doctrine  I am 
combatting  should  prevail?  Surely  I need  say  no 
more  to  prove — what  every  body  must  see— that  it 
puts  an  end  to  the  government  of  congress  over  this 
District,  and  abolishes  the  17th  clause  of  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution  as  completely  as  some  of  the 
“men  and  women”  of  the  north  desire  to  see  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  abolished. 

Implied  faith  to  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

It  is  further  objected  to  the  exercise  of  our  power 
of  abolishing  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  here,  that 
it  would  be  a violation  of  the  “good  faith  to  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  implied  in  the  cession  and  accept- 
ance” by  congress  of  the  territory  which  forms  this 
district. 


“Good  faith  implied  in  the  cession  and  acceptance.” 
What  does  this  mean?  It  must  means  this:  that  there 
was  something  in  the  cession  and  acceptance,  or  in 
the  circumstances  connected  with  them,  that  raised  a 
confidence  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  not  abolish  slavery 
or  the  slave  trade  in  the  District — this  confidence, 
from  whichever  of  these  sources  derived,  carrying 
with  it  a corresponding  pledge  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  that  such  action  would  not  take  place. 
Now  it  is  manifest  that  there  could  have  been  no 
such  pledge  implied,  because  there  could  properly 
have  been  none  such  expressed.  Congress  had  no 
power  to  make  such  pledge.  It  would  have  been 
utterly  void,  if  made,  because  the  constitution  hav- 
ing given  to  congress  the  power  to  “exercise  exclu- 
sive legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever ” over  the  Dis- 
trict, no  one  congress  can,  by  any  act,  restrict  a sub- 
sequent congress  to  the  exercise  of  that  power  in  some 
cases  only;  if  it  could,  it  would  have  the  power  to 
alter  the  constitution  by  act  of  legislation. 

But,  waiving  this,  let  us  look  into  the  acts  of  ces- 
sion and  of  acceptance,  and  see  whether  any  thing 
can  he  found  from  which  the  supposed  confidence 
could  be  raised  on  one  side,  or  the  supposed  pledge 
implied  on  the  other. 

The  acts  of  cession,  one  dated  December  8,  1789, 
and  the  other  December  19,  1791,  are  as  follows: 

“Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly , That  a tract 
of  country  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  or  any 
lesser  quantity,  to  be  located  within  the  limits  of 
the  state,  and  in  any  part  thereof,  as  congress  may 
by  law  direct,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  forever 
ceded  and  relinquished  to  the  congress,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  full  and  absolute  right, 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  as  well  of  soil  as  of  per- 
sons residing,  or  to  reside,  thereon,  pursuant  to  the 
tenor  and  effect  of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article 
of  the  constitution  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.” 

Such  were  the  cessions.  “ Full  and  absolute  right  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  soil  and  persons  residing  or 
to  reside  thereon.”  And  that  there  should  be  no 
hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
the  cessions,  on  account  of  any  supposed  failure  to 
make  the  grants  they  contained,  co-extensive  with 
the  grant  of  power  to  congress  in  the  constitution,  it 
was  added,  “pursuant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.” 

The  acts  of  congress  accepting  these  cessions  are 
mere  acts  of  acceptance,  containing  nothing  which 
has  the  slightest  bearing  on  the  present  question. 

Now,  what  is  there  in  these  cessions  and  their  ac- 
ceptance to  raise  an  expectation  on  one  side,  or  im- 
ply a pledge  on  the  other,  that  the  power  to  abolish 
slavery  was  to  become  a practical  exception  from 
the  “exclusive  jurisdiction”  expressed  in  the  ces- 
sions, or  from  the  authority  to  legislate  “in  all  cases 
whatsoever,”  given  in  the  constitution  to  which  they 
refer?  What  sort  of  “ good  faith ” is  it  which,  in  the 
face  of  so  plain  a grant  of  all  power,  excepts,  with- 
out any  language  expressing  or  implying  such  ex- 
ception, the  important  power  now  in  question?  Could 
not  the  ceding  states  have  incorporated  in  their  acts 
a proviso  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  he  con- 
strued to  vest  in  the  United  States,  or  to  recognise 
in  any  manner,  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
ceded  territory?  And  shall  they,  having  failed  to 
make,  or  attempt  to  make  such  stipulation,  now 
claim  that  it  was  implied  “in  the  cessions  and  accept- 
ance of  the  territory?”  This  omission  to  accept  the 
case  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  the  more  signifi- 
cant because  there  was,  in  these  acts,  a reservation 
really  made,  namely,  that  “nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  vest  in  the  United  States  any 
right  of  property  in  the  soil,  or  to  effect  the  rights  of 
individuals  therein,  otherwise  than  the  same  shall  be 
transferred  by  such  individuals  to  the  United  States.” 

Now,  why  was  not  there  connected  with  this  re- 
servation the  stipulation  I have  suggested  in  favor  of 
slavery?  It  could  not  have  been  for  the  want  of 
caution  in  the  legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Maryland; 
for  there  was  a very  extreme  caution  exercised  in 
making  the  reservation  as  to  the  soil — since  it  is 
quite  obvious  that,  without  such  reservation,  no  pro- 
perty of  individuals  in  the  soil  could  have  passed  to 
the  United  States.  Nor  could  the  omission  have 
been  the  effect  of  an  impression  that  the  grant  of 
power  by  the  constitution  to  congress  was  not  full 
and  complete,  so  as  not  to  require  an  express  excep- 
tion, if  any  was  desired  or  intended;  because  the 
subject  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  granted  to  con- 
gress over  the  District  had  then  recently  been  dis- 
cussed, as  I have  shewn,  in  the  Virginia  convention, 
where  it  had  been  maintained  that  the  power  was 
“unlimited” — extending  to  “every  possible  case.” 
Neither  could  the  omission  have  resulted  from  the 
supposition,  that,  as  the  constitution  had  granted  to 


congress  power  to  legislate  “in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever,” it  would  he  incompetent  for  Virginia  and 
Maryland  to  make  the  stipulation  that  it  should  not 
legislate  in  a particular  case — since  it  had  been  ex- 
pressly declared  in  the  Virginia  convention  by  Mr. 
Madison,  the  farther  of  the  constitution,  “that  the 
ceding  states  might  settle  the  terms  of  cession,”  and 
“make  what  stipulation  they  please  in  it.”  Nor 
could  the  omission  to  make  the  stipulation  have  re- 
sulted from  an  impression  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  stipulate  against  the  exercise  of  a power  not  within 
the  competency  of  legislation;  since  the  competency 
of  legislative  power  to  abolish  slavery  was  then  uni- 
versally conceded. 

Whence,  then,  the  very  significant  and  important 
omission  to  settle  this  question  by  a stipulation  in  the 
acts  of  session?  There  can  be  hut  one  answer  to  this 
question;  and  that  is,  that  Virginia  and  Maryland  did 
not  intend  to  make  Mch  a stipulation;  they  did  not,  in 
fact  desire  to  make  it.  The  subject  of  the  power  of 
congress,  under  the  general  grant  of  power  to  legis- 
late in  cases  whatsoever,  did  not  escape  the  atten- 
tion of  the  leading  men  in  those  states.  They  knew 
that  by  the  cessions  they  parted  with  all  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory;  that  congress  was  made  its  ex- 
clusive legislature;  and  that  legislative  power  was 
then  relied  on  as  a legitimate  means  for  abolishing 
slavery;  and  yet  with  their  eyes  thus  wide  open,  they 
ceded  the  ten  miles  square,  and  expressly  confirmed 
the  ample  power  over  it  granted  to  congress  by  the 
constitution,  without  the  slightest  attempt  to  impose 
any  limitation  whatever  upon  the  exercise  of  that 
power  in  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

While  the  supposition  of  an  “implied  faith”  to 
Virginia  and  Maryland  is  thus  clearly  negatived  by 
the  terms  of  the  cessions,  and  the  significant  omis- 
sion of  any  stipulation  in  them  in  favor  of  slavery, 
there  are  other  considerations  which  render  it  ma- 
nifest that  no  such  limitation  can  be  implied. 

What  is  the  ground  of  the  suppose  “good  faith”  to 
Virginia  and  Maryland?  It  is  the  assumption  that 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  here 
would  injuriously  affect  the  interests  of  those  states. 
But  is  legislation  on  the  subject  of  slavery  the  only 
legislation  which  the  principle  of  this  objection  would 
reach?  Is  there,  in  fact,  any  legislation  capable  of 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  neighboring  states,  to 
which  it  might  he  applied?  Might  it  not,  for  example, 
reach  the  criminal  code  which  we  might  enact  for 
the  District?  or  the  licensing  of  lotteries  or  gaming  es- 
tablishments in  it?  or  our  legislation  upon  the  subject 
of  currency  here? 

Does  not  the  principle  of  this  objection  strip  us  of 
all  power,  not  only  over  the  subject  of  slavery,  hut 
over  every  other  subject  our  legislation  on  which 
might  affect  the  feelings  or  the  interests  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  and  send  us,  cap  in  hand,  to  those 
states,  in  the  attitude  of  inquiring  what  we  may  do 
in  the  exercise  of  our  powers  of  legislation?  Who  is 
willing  to  take  this  attitude?  Who  dreamed  at  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment would  be  brought  to  the  necessity  of  taking  it? 

And,  then,  the  same  difficulty  would  exist  in  case 
the  people  of  the  District  should — as  it  is  contended 
they  must  do — give  their  assent  to  the  action  of  con- 
gress abolishing  slavery;  for  the  abolition  would  be 
just  as  injurious  to  Virginia  and  Maryland,  if  effect- 
ed by  congress  with  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the 
District,  as  without  it.  Indeed,  the  principle  of  the 
objection  would  be  just  as  fatal  to  the  right  of  the 
people  themselves  to  abolish  slavery  here,  as  to  the 
right  of  congress  to  do  it.  The  objection,  in  fact, 
places  both  congress  and  the  people  in  the  same  po- 
sition, in  regard  to  abolition,  as  are  the  individual 
citizens  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  unjust  and  oppressive  features  of  their  slave 
systems,  (a  feature  which  marked  the  cruel  and  san- 
guinary systems  of  Spartan  slavery),  that  individuals 
are  prohibited  from  emancipating  their  slaves,  ex- 
cept upon  condition  of  the  banishment  of  the  emanci- 
pated; though  a dispensation  may  be,  and  sometimes 
is,  granted  by  special  act  of  legislation. 

The  cruel  policy  which  compels  the  citizens  of 
those  states,  (where  the  rights  of  conscience  are 
carefully  guarded  in  other  respects,  but  flagrantly 
violated  in  this!)  to  hold  their  brethren  in  bondage, 
against  their  strongest  convictions  of  duty,  and  the 
noblest  impulses  of  a generous  nature,  is  thus  ex- 
tended even  to  the  government  of  the  United  States; 
so  that  although  under  a conviction  of  thfc  claims  of 
justice,  it  might  desire  to  abolish  slavery  here,  and 
thus  cease  to  stand  before  the  world  in  the  character 
of  a slaveholding  government,  it  could  not  do  it  with- 
out going,  with  the  slaveholders  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  to  the  legislatures  of  those  states  for  the 
enactment  of  dispensing  statutes. 

Such  is  the  humiliating  position  in  which  the  slave 
power  seeks  to  place  the  government  of  this  republic! 

It  being  thus  apparent  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
“cessions  and  acceptance”  implying  the  “good  faith” 
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which  is  relied  on;  and  that  such  implication,  carri- 
ed out,  would  subject  congress  to  an  absurd  and  de- 
grading subserviency  to  Virginia  and  Maryland;  the 
question  recurs,  where  shall  we  find  this  mysterious 
“good  faith”  which  is  in  every  body’s  mouth,  but 
which  nobody  can  define,  and  nobody  seems  perfectly 
to  understand. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  never  was  any  such  thing  as 
the  “implied  faith”  that  is  contended  for.  It  did  not 
enter  the  conceptions  of  either  of  the  parties  when 
the  cessions  were  made  and  accepted.  Virginia  and 
Maryland  note  desire  to  limit  the  action  of  congress 
on  the  subject  of  slavery.  They  then  desired  no  such 
thing. 

If  the  objection  were  placed  on  the  ground  of  the 
present  ivishes  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  then  I say 
give  them  all  the  effect  to  which  the  desires  of  those 
states  are  fairly  entitled;  but  when  they  place  it  on 
the  high  and  imposing  ground  of  a breach  of  implied 
faith,  my  reply  to  them  is,  that  there  is  not  and  never 
was  such  implied  faith  as  they  contend  for,  that  the 
change  in  their  minds  since  1789  does  not  change 
the  character  of  the  enactment  and  acceptance  of 
the  cessions; ' and  that  they  must,  therefore,  be  con- 
tent to  abide  by  them  according  to  their  fair  import. 

Indeed,  I go  further,  and  say  that  the  state  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  on  the  subject  of  slavery  at  that  period, 
and  the  universal  expectation  then  entertained  that 
slavery  would,  at  no  distant  day,  be  abolished,  not 
only  negative  the  idea  of  the  implied  faith  contended 
for,  but  furnish  the  strongest  ground  for  an  opposite 
implication.  I shall  presently,  for  a more  general 
purpose,  produce  such  evidence  of  that  public  senti- 
ment and  expectation  as  will,  I trust,  satisfy  the  most 
incredulous  that,  instead  of  objecting  to  the  action  of 
congress  on  the  subject  of  slavery  here,  the  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  were  bound,  in  good  faith, 
long  since,  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  own  limits; 
and  that  their  neglect  to  do  so  is  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  In  no  part  of 
the  union  were  there  louder  and  more  bitter  denun- 
ciations against  slavery  than  in  the  same  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  when  the  territory  was  ceded 
and  accepted.  It  was  not  only  universally  admitted, 
as  I have  shown,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  was 
within  the  competency  of  legislation,  but  that  it  must 
and  would  be  effected,  to  use  Washington’s  language, 
“at  no  distant  day."  The  cessions  of  this  territory, 
therefore,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all,  were  accepted 
by  congress  with  the  expectation  well  understood  by 
Virginia  and  Maryland  that  the  District  about  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  seat  of  government  would  soon  cease 
to  be  surrounded  by  a slave  population — a considera- 
tion which  may  well  be  supposed  to  have  had  great 
influence  in  inducing  the  decision  of  congress  to  lo- 
cate the  seat  of  government  here. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  the  present  agitation  of  the 
subject  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  here  being 
justly  to  be  regarded,  (to  use  the  language  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  the  North  Carolina  committee),  “as  a 
surprise  upon  the  people  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,” 
the  surprise  should  be  on  the  other  side;  and,  instead 
of  “being  confident,  (to  use  his  language),  that,  if 
the  state  of  things  which  now  exists  had  been  appre- 
hended by  those  states,  the  cession  of  the  District 
would  not  have  been  made,"  no  man  can  consider  the 
state  of  feeling  and  expectation  in  regard  to  slavery 
at  that  time,  without  being  confident  that  “if  the 
present  state  of  things  had  been  apprehended  by”  the 
middle  and  northern  states,  “the  cession  would  not 
have  been”  accepted. 

Such  being  the  true  state  of  this  case;  such  the 
“faith”  really  “implied”  in  the  history  and  spirit  of 
the  time  to  which  I have  referred,  is  it  not  amazing  to 
witness  what  is  now  passing?  Instead  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  implied  pledge  to  remove  from  around 
this  seat  of  government  the  curse  of  slavery,  it  has 
been  permitted  greatly  to  increase;  and  this  very 
city  has  become  the  great  slave  mart  of  large  por- 
tions of  these  states — insomuch  that  the  representa- 
tives from  the  free  states,  and  their  constituents  who 
come  to  this  city  to  witness  the  deliberations  of  con- 
gress, are  compelled  to  witness  the  driving  of  collies 
of  slaves  through  its  principal  avenues,  and  by  the 
very  doors  of  this  capitol — to  witness,  in  fact,  the 
slave  trade,  with  all  its  infernal  machinery  of  prisons, 
whips,  chains  and  slaveships — a trade  little  less  ho- 
rible — in  some  of  its  aspects  more  so — than  that 
whose  prosecution  on  the  high  seas  our  laws  have 
subjected  to  the  punishment  of  death. 

And  now,  to  crown  the  whole,  the  very  petitions — 
prayers  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  in  the 
name  of  humanity,  the  abolition,  not  of  slavery  in 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  but  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  here,  are  sneered  at,  and  rejected  without  a 
hearing;  while  the  petitioners  are  branded  as  “des- 
perate and  despicable  fanatics"  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  need  I ask  who  has  the  right  to  com- 
plain bf  a violation  of  “good  faith”  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  slavery  here? 


Implied  pledge  of  the  north  to  the  south  in  adopting  the 
constitution. 

I come  now  to  another  branch  of  the  subject  of  im- 
plied faith  of  a more  general  nature;  I mean  the  “im- 
plied faith”  that  congress  will  not  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  here,  and  that  the  people  of  the  north 
will  not  agitate  the  subject — draw  from  what  is  call 
“the  compromise  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the  constitution." 

I do  not  here  refer  to  the  assertion  often  made,  that 
“slavery,  as  it  exists  at  the  south,  is  guarantied  by 
the  constitution,”  because  such  an  assertion  has  not 
even  plausibility  enough  to  entitle  it  to  notice  in  a 
grave  discussion;  though  there  are  thousands,  proba- 
bly, who  really  believe  that  there  is  such  a guaran- 
ty— which  those  who  claim  the  right  of  free  discus- 
sion are  wickedly  violating.  But  I state  the  objec- 
tion as  it  is  expressed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  his  North 
Carolina  correspondence.  He  did  not  place  it  on  the 
ground  of  a guaranty  in  the  constitution,  or  inferable 
from  the  constitution,  but  of  a faith  implied  in  “the 
compromise  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the  federal 
compact.”  This  is  surely  sufficiently  indefinite  for 
the  largest  convenience  of  non-committalism. 

The  compromise?  Where  is  it5  And  what  is  it? 
Those  who  rely  on  it  profess  to  infer  it  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  proceedings  on  the  question  of  slavery  in 
the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution.  What 
is  that  history?  Briefly  this? 

Slavery  existed  in  a portion  of  the  states.  A de- 
sire existed  in  the  north  to  introduce  an  express  pro- 
vision into  the  constitution  for  its  abolition.  This 
the  south  resisted;  and  the  constitution  was  adopted 
without  such  provision. 

These  are  the  facts.  What  then  was  the  compro- 
mise? A compromise  involves  a mutual  concession. — 
What  did  the  north  concede?  She  conceded  the  point 
in  dispute.  And  what  was  that?  Simply  whether  the 
constitution  should  abolish  slavery.  How  did  this 
concession  pledge  the  north  not  to  speak,  write,  print 
or  petition  against  slavery? 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  mb  that  this  simple  state- 
ment of  the  case  makes  it  almost  too  plain  for  argu- 
ment. The  mind  is  actually  compelled  to  labor  to 
find  even  plausible  ground  for  the  inference  of  the 
guranty  relied  on;  and  yet  that  inference  is  maintain- 
ed with  great  pertinacity.  It  is  said  that  slavery  was 
an  exciting  subject,  and  that  the  convention,  having 
agreed  to  drop  it,  and  make  no  provision  to  abolish 
slavery,  there  therefore  arose  an  implied  guaranty 
that  it  should  be  no  more  discussed;  but  that  the  north 
should  forever  after  hold  her  peace! 

Now,  however  incredible  this  may  appear  to  men 
of  common  sense,  it  is  really  true  that  there  is  a sort  of 
sense  uncommon  enough  to  draw  such  an  inference. 

I have  no  doubt  it  will  amaze  many  a farmer,  when 
he  sits  down  to  read  his  newspaper,  to  find  that  this 
is  the  state  of  the  case;  and  he  will  be  tempted  to 
say  that  slavery  makes  as  bad  work  w ith  logic  as  it 
does  with  human  rights.  What!  says  he;  a guaran- 
ty that  I shall  say  nothing  about  slavery,  because  the 
men  that  made  the  constitution,  after  talking  about 
it  awhile,  stopped  talking,  and  made  a constitution 
that  did’nt  abolish  it?  This  is  strange  doctrine.  I 
do  not  agree  to  it;  for,  in  the  first  place,  these  slaves, 
if  they  are  black,  are  my  brethren.  The  good  Book 
says  that  God  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men; 
and  these  slaves  are  men;  and  they  have  feelings,  too, 
as  well  as  I,  and  rights,  as  well  as  I;  and  I can't  help 
feeling  for  them,  and  saying  what  I think  about  their 
being  held  in  bondage.  In  fact,  I don’t  see  why  the 
men  that  pretend  to  own  them  might  not  just  as  well 
pretend  to  own  me,  and  come  here  and  take  me. — 
And,  indeed,  I had  almost  as  lief  they  would,  as  to 
stop  my  talking  about  their  enslaving  the  black  men; 
for  how  can  a man  help  talking  when  he  feels  as 
much  as  I do?  And  then,  if  I have  a mind  to  write, 
and  send  it  to  the  printer,  I should  be  glad  to  know 
why  I may  not  do  it,  if  I do  give  the  slaveholders  a 
little  scoring.  But  my  speaking  and  writing  will  go 
but  little  ways  if  slavery  has  a right  to  say  to  the 
printer  that  he  shall  not  print  what  I write. 

And  then  I understand  that  there  are  six  or  seven 
thousand  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that 
there  are  pens  there,  right  in  sight  of  the  capitol, 
where  slaves  that  have  been  bought  are  shut  up,  un- 
til there  are  enough  of  them  got  together  to  send  off 
to  market,  away  to  the  south,  where  they  will  never 
see  their  husbands,  nor  wives,  nor  parents,  nor  bro- 
thers, nor  sisters,  any  more.  I declare  it  makes  me 
feel  bad  to  think  about  them.  And  I understand  that 
congress  has  a right  to  say  that  these  six  or  seven 
thousand  slaves  shall  not  be  slaves  any  more;  and, 
also,  that  slaves  shall  not  be  bought  and  shut  up  there 
any  more,  to  be  sent  away  to  the  south.  Now  I am 
told  here,  in  this  newspaper,  that  because  the  men 
that  made  the  constitution  stopped  talking  about  sla- 
very, I am  prohibited  from  sending  my  petition  to 
congress  asking  it  to  exercise  its  power  about  slavery 
and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


I know  it  is  said  I may  petition;  but  I do  not  see 
what  use  there  is  in  sending  my  petition  to  my  repre- 
sentative, if,  the  moment  he  gets  up  with  it  in  his 
hand,  it  is  to  be  considered  as  objected  to,  and  the  ques- 
tion about  its  being  received  is  tube  considered  as  laid 
upon  the  table.  Now,  I consider  that  it  all  amounts 
to  saying,  in  a short  of  back-handed  way — and  I dis- 
like it  the  more  for  that — that  my  petition  shall  not 
be  received  or  considered;  and  I would  as  lief  they 
would  say  that  I shall  not  write  it  and  send  it  as  to 
do  this;  for  if  they  will  not  hear  me,  what’s  the  use 
in  sending  my  petition,  and  asking  my  representative 
to  present  it? 

Now,  as  I said,  I do  not  agree  to  all  this.  These 
rights  of  speaking,  and  writing,  and  printing,  and  pe- 
titioning, are  great  rights,  which  I am  thinking  these 
constitution-makers  would  have  had  no  business  to 
stop  the  exercise  of,  even  if  they  had  put  it  in  the 
constitution;  and  certainly  that  it  cannot  be  stopped 
merely  because  they  stopped  talking  about  slavery; 
for,  if  I understand  the  matter,  that  stopping  only  • 
meant  that  they  would  say  no  more  about  abolishing 
slavery  by  the  constitution;  and  what  shows  this  is, 
that  they  went  to  talking  about  slavery,  and  writing 
about  it,  and  printing  about  it,  and  having  societies 
about  it,  and  petitioning  about  it,  right  off  after  the 
constitution  was  formed. 

And,  besides  all  this,  the  constitution,  if  I remem- 
ber right,  says  that  congress  shall  make  no  law  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right 
of  the  people  to  petition  for  a redress  of  grievances. 
Now,  l think  it  is  pretty  essentially  abridging  these 
rights  to  say  that  I shall  not  speak  nor  write,  nor  have 
my  writing  printed,  about  slavery;  and  that  I shall 
not  petition  against  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  for  if  there  ever  was  any  thing 
that  grieved  me,  it  is  that  slavery,  and  that  buying  and 
selling,  and  driving  and  shipping  to  market  of  men, 
women  and  children  in  that  District. 

The  good  Book,  again,  tells  me  to  remember  those 
that  are  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them;  (and  this — ■ 
as  bound  with  them — I take  it,  means  something);  and 
yet  I must  not  say,  or  write,  or  print  a word  about 
my  feelings,  because  the  constitution-makers  stopped 
talking  about  slavery  while  they  were  making  the 
constitution.  And  then,  again,  I may  pray,  and  do 
pray  every  day,  to  my  Heavenly  Father  for  the  slaves, 
and  His  ears  are  open  to  my  prayer;  and  yet,  congress 
shuts  its  ears,  and  won’t  hear  me,  because  the  con- 
stitution-makers stopped  talking  about  slavery  while 
they  were  hammering  out  the  constitution!  How 
absurd  it  is  to  suppose  an  implied  guaranty  against 
the  exercise  of  these  rights,  when  that  very  constitu- 
tion declares  that  they  shall  not  be  abridged,  and  does  not 
make  any  exception  of  the  case  of  slavery!  I am 
told  it  was  Virginia  that  was  the  means  of  putting 
this  into  the  constitution;  and  I thank  Virginia  for  it. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  they  had  meant  to  except 
the  case  of  slavery,  they  would  have  said  so  right  out, 
and  not  left  it  to  this  loose  sort  of  understanding, 
which,  after  all,  I do  not  see  was  any  understanding 
at  all. 

The  fact  is  it’s  a pretty  great  affair  to  take  away 
these  natural  rights  of  speaking  and  printing  and  pe- 
titioning; and  especially  to  take  them  away  in  such  a 
case  as  this.  And  then,  to  take  them  away  by  impli- 
cation, too.  Why,  if  I had  seen  it  in  the  constitution 
itself,  I should  hardly  have  believed  my  eyes;  and 
yet  they  say  I am  deprived  of  these  rights  by  impli- 
cation! Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  such  a case  as 
this,  if  there  is  to  be  any  thing  implied,  it  should  be 
the  other  way;  that  is,  in  favor  of  my  natural  rights, 
and  especially  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the  poor  slave, 
that  I think  about  just  as  much  as  I doabout  my  own. 

And  now,  to  sum  up  the  whole  matter,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  this  implication  ought  to  be  turned  the 
other  end  foremost.  That’s  the  natural  way;  and, 
besides,  I have  heard  it  said  that  when  the  constitu- 
tion was  made,  every  body  expected  that  slavery 
would  be  abolished  in  a little  while;  and,  as  I don’t 
see  how  that  could  be  done  unless  folks  were  to  be 
allowed  to  speak  and  print  against  it,  I think  that  is 
evidence  that  the  understanding  was  that  way. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  at  this  ploughman,  as  he 
lays  down  his  newspaper,  takes  off' his  spectacles,  and 
thus  reasons,  and  tell  me  if  his  argument  is  not  con- 
clusive and  unanswerable. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  common  sense  which  is  at  work 
among  the  people  upon  this  question,  which  slavery 
has  so  much  mystified;  and  this  is  the  way  the  cob- 
web arguments  that  have  been  elaborated  for  its  pro- 
tection are  swept  away.  You  w'ill'perceive  that  my 
farmer  has  brought  his  reasoning  to  a very  import- 
ant conclusion,  namely,  that  all  implication  in  such 
a case  should  be  in  favor  of  natural  rights;  and,  there- 
fore, should,  in  this  case,  be  exactly  the  reverse  of 
what  is  claimed  in  behalf  of  slavery.  And  is  he  not 
correct?  Is  it  not  demanded  by  the  common  sense 
and  unperverted  feelings  of  all  men,  that  implication 
shall  never  be  permitted  to  take  away  or  abridge 
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such  important  rights  as  those  of  speech  and  the 
press,  and  petition,  or  be  used  to  sustain  such  a.  usur- 
pation as  that  of  slavery?  Does  not  natural  justice 
revolt  at  it?  Does  not  humanity,  in  her  breathless 
struggle  for  victory  over  oppression,  after  a contest 
of  ages,  cry  out  against  it?  And  yet  this  very  impli- 
cation is  now  claimed  to  “lie  at  the  basis  of  our  fede- 
ral compact!” 

An  implied  pledge  that  the  rights  of  speech,  and  the 
press,  and  petition,  shall  he  sacrificed  in  favor  of  sla- 
very? What,  sir,  would  have  been  the  sensation  in 
the  convention  of  ’87  if  such  a pledge  had  been  pre- 
sented for  its  action,  in  the  form  of  an  article  of  the 
constitution?  What  expressions  of  amazement  and 
indignation  would  have  lowered  in  the  countenances 
of  Washington  and  Madison  and  Franklin  upon  its 
annunciation;  and  how  would  its  adoption  have  sha- 
ken the  country  with  a very  earthquake  of  indignant 
feeling!  And  yet  now!  “the  compromise  of  the  con- 
stitution” and  “the  guaranty  of  the  constitution”  and 
“the  implied  faith  of  the  constitution”  in  favor  of  sla- 
very are  as  familiar  with  southern  gentlemen,  in  their 
discussions  of  this  subject,  as  household  words.  Sir, 
it  is  time  this  delusion  were  dispelled,  and  the  consti- 
tution, in  its  true  relation  to  this  great  question  of 
slavery,  properly  understood. 

Though,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ploughman’s  common 
sense  argument  seems  to  me  quite  sufficient  to  settle 
this  question,  yet  there  are  other  reasons,  not,  of 
course,  so  readily  occurring  to  him,  which  greatly 
strengthen  the  conclusion  to  which  he  arrives,  name- 
ly, that  the  implication,  instead  of  being  against  the 
free  exercise  of  the  rights  of  speech  and  the  press, 
and  petition,  was  clearly  in  its  favor.  This  implica- 
tion necessary  grows  out  of  the  union  itself — that  very 
union  from  which  the  contrary  implication  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  drawn. 

The  union  gave  to  the  north  a new  and  deep  interest 
in  the  question  of  slavery.  Without  the  union,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  north  would  have  felt  the  strong  impulse 
of  motives  to  which  no  heart  can  be  insensible,  urg- 
ing the  consideration  of  a subject  so  deeply  inter- 
esting to  the  human  race.  But,  when  the  union  was 
formed,  they  came  to  sustain  to  slavery  a new  rela- 
tion, involving  interests  and  rights  having  important 
bearings  on  the  present  question. 

In  adopting  the  constitution,  the  north  entered  into 
a stipulation  to  deliver  up  fugitives  from  oppression — 
a stipulation  whose  execution  is  abhorrent  to  huma- 
nity, and  from  which  the  whole  soul  of  a freeman  in- 
stinctively revolts.  Provisions  also  were  conceded 
whereby  the  power  of  the  whole  union  was  pledged 
to  protect  the  states  from  invasion,  and  to  put  down 
domestic  violence.  The  relation  of  all  these  stipula- 
tions to  slavery  is  obvious.  The  burden  they  impos- 
ed is  obvious — a burden  rendered  severer  by  the  un- 
natural character  of  stipulations  to  aid  in  sustaining 
slavery.  Nature  itself  dictates  that  such  stipulations 
should  never,  by  any  construction,  be  extended  be- 
yond the  strict  “letter  of  the  bond;”  and  that,  while 
a literal  compliance  is  yielded,  the  largest  liberty 
should  be  allowed  to  the  burdened  party  to  use  all 
lawful  means  to  remove  the  necessity  of  a compli- 
ance. Thus,  for  example:  If  I were  bound  by  spe- 
cific obligation  to  deliver  up  to  my  neighbor  his  fugi- 
tive slaves,  and  to  assist  him  in  putting  down  their 
efforts  to  regain  their  natural  rights,  and  to  defend 
him  from  attacks  which  might  be  invited,  and  ren- 
dered more  hazardous  to  him  by  their  presence  in 
his  family,  every  body  would  say  that  this  very  obli- 
gation would  give  me  a peculiar  claim  to  use  all  rea- 
sonable means  to  persuade  him  to  emancipate  them, 
and  thus  release  me  from  the  burdensome  aud  unna- 
tural obligation. 

The  north  is,  moreover,  bound  to  assist  in  provid- 
ing “for  the  common  defence,”  as  well  as  specifical- 
ly to  defend  each  state  from  invasion,  and  to  put 
down  domestic  violence.  And  will  it  be  asked  what 
has  the  north  to  do  with  slavery,  when  it  is  consider- 
ed what  an  clement  of  national  weakness  exists  in  the 
two  millions  and  three-quarters  of  slaves  within  the 
limits  of  the  nation?  The  south  now  say— hands  off; 
let  us  alone!  But  should  they  come  to  feel  the  com- 
bined pressure  of  foreign  war  and  domestic  insurrec- 
tion— which  may  Heaven  avert! — should  not  we  at 
the  north  be  bound  by  the  constitution  to  pour  out 
our  blood  and  expend  our  treasure  in  grappling  with 
slavery — it  might  be,  in  its  strongest  paroxysms  of 
despair  and  desperation?  And  shall  we  not  be  per- 
mitted to  ask  our  southern  brethren  to  avert  this  dan- 
ger, by  converting  these  millions  of  natural  enemies 
into  grateful  friends,  and  thus  turning  this  element  of 
weakness  into  an  element  of  strength?  Can  any  thing 
be  more  reasonable  than  this? 

I know  the  south  affect  to  despise  these  stipulations 
of  the  constitution,  and  say,  we  ask  none  of  your  help 
— we  can  take  care  of  ourselves.  But  who  does  not 
perceive  the  use  which  a foreign  enemy  might  make 
of  the  slave  population,  now  numbering  a little  less 
than  three  millions — a fearful  number! — but  rising, 


it  may  be,  to  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  millions?  Who 
can  calculate  the  strength  of  the  inducement  that 
might  bo  holden  out  to  them?  Freedom!  What  al- 
lies would  this  word  raise  up,  and  bring  to  the  aid  of 
an  invader!  And  where  then  would  be  the  boast,  we 
want  none  of  your  help — we  can  take  care  of  our- 
selves! 

Think  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  is  the  mere  crea- 
tion of  an  excited  fancy,  introduced  here  to  help  out 
an  argument  for  abolition.  It  is  as  impossible  to  con- 
template the  existence  of  a rapidly  increasing  slave 
population  in  our  country  without  such  forebodings  as 
it  would  be  to  be  unmindful  of  a magazine  in  pre- 
sence of  an  enemy,  with  bomb-shells  charged  for  its 
explosion.  Whoever  has  read  the  debates  in  the 
Virginia  convention,  in  1788,  upon  the  United  States 
constitution,  will  remember  the  glowing  picture  of 
this  danger  drawn  by  Patrick  Henry,  and  the  argu- 
ment he  founded  on  it,  that  the  obligation  imposed 
on  the  general  government  to  “provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence”  carried  with  it  a right  not  only  to  say 
“that  every  black  man  must  fight,”  but  a right  actu- 
ally to  abolish  slavery  within  the  states.  It  is  not  to 
my  present  purpose  to  discuss  that  question;  but  it  is 
to  ask  whether  there  is  not  enough  in  the  basis  on 
which  he  founded  his  argument  to  justify  the  people 
of  the  north  in  the  utmost  exercise  of  their  rights  of 
speech  and  the  press,  and  petition  and  legislation 
against  slavery. 

If  there  are  any  still  disposed  to  regard  with  indif- 
ference the  argument  I have  drawn  from  this  source, 
let  me  commend  to  their  special  attention  the  extract 
which  I will  now  read  from  a speech  of  Mr.  Madison, 
in  the  first  congress,  in  1789.  Speaking  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  he  says: 

“I  should  venture  to  say  it  is  as  much  for  the 
interests  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  as  of  any 
state  in  the  union.  Every  addition  they  receive  to 
their  number  of  slaves  tends  to  weaken  them,  and  ren- 
ders them  less  capable  of  self-defence.  In  case  of 
hostilities  with  foreign  nations,  they  will  be  the  means 
of  inviting  attack , instead  of  repelling  invasion.  It  is 
a necessary  duty  of  the  general  government  to  pro- 
tect every  part  of  the  empire  against  danger,  as  well 
internal  as  external.  Every  thing,  therefore,  which 
tends  to  increase  this  danger,  though  it  may  be  a local 
affair,  yet,  if  it  involves  national  expense  or  safely,  it 
becomes  of  concern  to  every  part  of  the  union,  and  is 
a propersubjectforthe  consideration  of  those  charged 
with  the  general  administration  of  the  government.” 

Thus  you  see,  sir,  that  the  very  father  of  the  con- 
stitution—the  man  so  eminently  distinguished  for  his 
intelligence,  his  sound  judgment,  and  his  sober,  prac- 
tical views — perceived  and  yielded  to  the  force  of 
the  argument  drawn  from  the  weakness  and  danger 
of  slavery. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  how  greatly  is  this  argument 
strengthened  by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation; and  especially  by  the  obstinate  determination 
evinced  to  resist  all  attempts  to  persuade  to  its  abo- 
lition, accompanied  even  by  studied  vindications  of 
it.  as  an  institution  to  be  sustained  and  cherished. 
Who  will  not  feel  impressed  with  a sense  of  this 
danger  when  he  hears  such  declarations  as  the  follow- 
ing from  a governor  of  one  of  the  slave  states  of  this 
union: 

“Domestic  slavery,  therefore,  instead  of  being  a 
political  evil,  is  the  corner-stone  of  our  republican  edifice. 
No  patriot  who  justly  estimates  our  privileges  will 
tolerate  the  idea  of  emancipation,  at  any  period,  how- 
ever remote,  or  on  any  condition  of  pecuniary  advan- 
tages, however  favorable.  I would  as  soon  open  a 
negotiation  for  selling  the  liberty  of  the  state  at  once, 
as  for  making  any  stipulations  for  the  ultimate  eman- 
cipation of  our  slaves.” 

Having  spoken  of  the  attempts  of  those  whom  he 
calls  “foreign  incendiaries”  to  reason  the  south  out 
of  its  suicidal  attachment  to  slavery,  he  says: 

“It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  the  laws  of  every 
community  should  punish  this  species  of  interference 
by  death  without  the  benefit  of  clergy,  regarding  the  au- 
thors of  it  as  enemies  of  the  human  race.'1'’ 

Such  was  the  declaration  of  Governor  McDuffie  in 
a message  to  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  in 
1834;  and  it  has  since  been  followed  by  the  notorious 
threat  of  hanging,  made  on  the  floor  of  the  senate  of 
the  United  States. 

Can  any  body  fail  to  see,  in  the  infatuation  of  all 
this,  augmented  danger  in  the  institution  of  slavery? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  aside  from  all  considerations  of 
national  hazard,  or  of  mere  constitutional  obligation 
of  defence  and  protection,  how  strongly  must  the 
north  feel  impelled  to  take  an  interest  in  the  matter 
of  slavery  by  the  simple  relation  of  brotherhood  result- 
ing from  the  union.  This  can  be  better  felt  than  de- 
scribed, but  is  nowhere  better  described  than  in  the 
simple,  touching  declaration:  “Whether  one  member 
sutfer,  all  the  members  suffer  with  it;  or  one  member 
be  honored,  all  the  members  rejoice  with  it.”  Is  it 
impossible  to  extinguish  this  feeling! 


But  besides  let  it  be  considered  that,  by  coming 
into  the  union,  the  north  made  slavery  in  a sense  its 
own — that  is  to  the  extent  of  the  express  stipulations 
to  which  I have  referred.  And  it  has  since  become 
emphatically  its  own,  to  the  extent  of  slavery  in  this 
District,  and  a slave-trade  here  as  horrible  and  dis- 
graceful as  is  to  be  found  in  Christendom.  Has  not 
the  north,  as  well  as  the  whole  country,  thus  assumed 
a high  responsibility  to  liberty  and  humanity?  And 
may  not  the  people  of  the  north,  and  of  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  seek  to  discharge  that  responsi- 
bility by  any  and  all  the  means  which  the  full  extent 
of  power  recognised  in  the  constitution  shall  war- 
rant5 

In  asking  as  is  so  often  done,  “What  has  the  north 
to  do  with  slavery?”  it  seems  to  be  supposed  that,  be- 
cause the  north  have  no  power  to  legislate  slavery 
out  of  the  slave  states,  therefore  they  have  no  right 
to  attempt  to  reason  it  out,  without  reflecting  that, 
while  legislation  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
is  limited  by  the  grant  of  power  in  the  constitution, 
there  is,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  case  can  be,  no 
such  limitation  to  the  exercise  of  moral  power.  Its 
legislation,  so  to  speak,  is  not  the  creature  of  consti- 
tutional grant.  It  has  a higher  origin,  it  rests  on  a 
deeper  foundation.  Its  jurisdiction  is  the  world.  It 
seeks  no  aid  from  civil  power.  It  acts  on  mind,  and 
with  a mightier  than  the  civil  arm — with  an  energy 
which  no  such  arm  can  resist.  Wherever  mind  can 
come  in  contact  with  mind,  through  the  agencies  of 
speech  and  the  press,  there,  restrained  by  nothing 
but  truth  and  justice,  it  puts  forth  its  energies,  and 
achieves  its  victories. 

While  the  constitution  gave  to  “the  people  of  the 
United  States”  no  authority  to  repeal  the  slave  laws 
of  the  states  and  banish  slavery  from  their  borders, 
it  left  truth — omnipotent  truth — truth  unfettered — 
free  as  the  spirit  of  man — to  take  the  wings  of  the 
morning,  and  fly  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  land. 
Instead  of  attempting  the  impossibility  of  binding  it, 
the  constitution  guarantied  to  it  a tongue  and  a press, 
and  left  it  to  go  forth  to  its  mighty  conflict  with  error. 

It  seems  to  me  that  those  who  d,eny  this  freedom 
to  truth,  and  claim  that  it  is  bound  by  constitutional 
fetters,  do  not  reflect  on  the  strange,  anomalous  con- 
dition in  which  they  thus  place  the  free  states  of  this 
union.  To  most  of  the  civilized  world  we  may  freely 
utter  the  voice  of  truth  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  (for 
by  what  lines  of  latitude,  or  mountains,  or  oceans, 
can  that  voice  be  confined!)  while  to  our  southern 
brethren  we  may  not  speak,  because — they  are  our 
brethren!  Were  the  canadas  slave  states,  we  might 
bring  to  bear  on  them — as  Great  Britain  lias,  through 
her  West  India  emancipation,  upon  the  southern 
states  of  this  union — an  anti-slavery  influence  which 
they  would  find  it  difficult  to  resist.  Nothing  but  a 
wall  reaching  to  Heaven,  and  penetrating  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  earth,  could  exclude  that  influence.  And 
yet  the  union  of  these  states  has  reared  upon  “Ma- 
son’s and  Dixon’s  line”  that  wall  of  separation!  It 
leaves,  indeed,  a gate  through  which  the  north  may 
pass,  and  must  pass,  when  danger  threatens;  but 
when  we  have  poured  out  our  blood  to  aid  in  protect- 
ing and  securing  slavery,  we  must  retire,  without  ut- 
tering, on  pain  of  death,  one  word  of  admonition 
against  a continuance  of  the  institution.  We  must 
fight  and  pay  to  suppress  its  insurrections,  but  may 
not  reason  and  remonstrate  to  put  an  end  to  its  injus- 
tice, and  relieve  the  country  from  its  danger.  And 
this  is  the  union! 

I have  sometimes  heard  it  said  that,  in  forming  the 
union,  the  north  took  the  south  with  the  incumbrance 
of  slavery,  and  must  patiently  bear  its  evils.  But 
the  south  it  may  with  equal  propriety  be  said,  took 
the  north  with  the  incumbrance — if  such  it  may  be 
called — of  freedom.  Each  necessarily  subjected  it- 
self to  the  influence  of  the  other — an  influence  exert- 
ed by  the  official  intercourse  growing  out  of  a com- 
mon government,  and  the  facilities  of  social  and 
commercial  intercourse  resulting  from  the  union. 

And,  sir,  the  north  has  felt  that  influence,  and  still 
feels  it!  It  has,  as  I shall  soon  show,  felt,  it  ever 
since  the  government  went  into  operation,  in  the  con- 
trol which  slavery  has  maintained  over  its  whole  ac- 
tion. Where  the  balance  of  influence  will  ultimate- 
ly fall  remains  to  be  seen.  If  the  free  states  are  true 
to  themselves  and  the  great  principles  of  freedom, 
standing  firm  in  their  defence,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  these  principles  will  finally  triumph.  But,  to 
secure  that  result,  there  must  be  a better  understand- 
ing of  those  principles,  and  more  firmness  in  main- 
taining them,  than  I have  ever  been  permitted  to  wit- 
ness here. 

There  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  something  monstrous  in  the 
idea  that  this  union  was  formed  to  perpetuate  slavery. 
Yet  such  is  to  be  the  result  if  the  claims  of  the  south 
are  to  be  sustained;  for  the  union  is,  in  effect,  there- 
by thrown  around  slavery  as  a shield  of  defence 
against  the  power  of  truth,  which  might  otherwise 
be  brought  to  bear  against  it.  Before  the  union,  we 
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might  have  spoken,  and  spoken  with  great  effect. 
Without  the  union,  we  mGht  now  put.  forth  our  mo- 
ral power  in  unison  with  uie  influence  of  British 
emancipation.  But  the  union  has  been  formed,  and 
— we  must  be  silent!  While  the  rest  of  the  world  is 
moving  on  this  great  question  of  human  rights,  we 
must  be  silent  because  we  have  formed  the  union! 
This  whole  land  is  to  be  shrouded  in  the  darkness  of 
Egypt,  and  hushed  in  the  silence  of  death  on  the 
great  subject  which  is  moving  Christendom,  because 
we  have  formed  the  union! 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  for- 
mation of  this  union — if  it  is  thus  to  become  an  in- 
strument of  perpetuating  slavery,  then  should  the 
preamble  to  the  covenant  of  silence,  the  compact  of 
iniquity,  have  been  made  to  read  thus:  “We  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a more 
imperfect  union,  establish  injustice,  ensure  domestic 
discord,  provide  for  the  common  weakness,  promote 
the  general  injury,  and  secure  the  curse  of  slavery 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish 
this  constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America.” 

Such,  sir,  should  have  been  the  preamble  to  the 
constitution;  for  it  would  be  perfectly  descriptive  of 
it  if  the  union,  of  which  it  is  the  compact,  is  to  be- 
come what  the  claims  of  the  south  would  really  make 
it — an  instrument  of  perpetuating  slavery. 

It  is  urged,  as  an  argument  for  suppressing  free- 
dom of  speech  and  the  press,  and  petition  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  that  the  free  exercise  of  these  rights 
will  have  the  effect  of  dissolving  the  union.  Now, 
sir,  I maintain  precisely  the  reverse  of  this.  I main- 
tain that  this  very  suppression,  if  it  can  be  effected, 
will,  of  itself,  dissolve  the  union.  You  might  as  well 
expect  that  the  stopping  up  of  JEtna’s  crater  would 
not  produce  an  earthquake,  as  that  a dissolution  of 
the  union  would  not  follow  such  a suppression. — 
Every  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  the 
human  soul,  and  the  power  of  its  agonizing  sympa- 
thies with  human  suffering  and  oppression,  must  ad- 
mit this.  Beware  how  you  trifle  with  these  sympa- 
thies! Call  them  weakness — brand  them  as  fanati- 
cism— denounce  them  as  incendiary.  Yet  they  ex- 
ist, and  w'ill  exist,  and  ought  to  exist;  and  your  con- 
tempt and  abuse  of  them  will  only  increase  their  in- 
tensity. 

Sir,  if  you  would  preserve  this  union,  cease  to  treat 
thus  contemptuously  the  best  feelings  of  the  human 
heart.  Cease  to  hurl  back  in  the  faces  of  the  men 
and  women  of  the  north  their  humble  petitions,  pray- 
ing, in  the  name  of  our  common  humanity,  that  you 
would  repeal  your  laws  which  hold  their  brethren  in 
bondage.  Sir,  you  owe  it  to  them — you  owe  it  to 
the  constitution — you  owe  it  to  the  great  principles 
of  liberty  which  this  nation  drew  in  with  the  first 
breath  of  its  existence,  and  which  send  the  pulsa- 
tions of  health  through  every  part  of  our  republican 
system,  not  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  of 
the  press,  and  of  petition  in  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  If  you  will  assail  these  rights,  let 
it  be  in  connexion  with  some  other  subject,  but  ne- 
ver— never  in  connexion  with  this!  Guard  them  with 
vestal  vigilance.  If  slavery  suffers  from  them,  it 
must  suffer.  If  it  fails  in  its  contest  with  “truth  left 
free,”  then  let  it  fall.  Its  fall  will  be  the  safety  of 
the  country  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  slavery  to  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  and  of 
the  right  of  petition?  Which  shall  be  surrendered,  the 
slavery  of  the  black  man,  or  the  noblest  freedom  of 
the  white  man?  If  both  cannot  live  together,  which 
shall  die?  Who  can  doubt — who  can  hesitate  on  such 
a question?  And  yet,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  con- 
test between  freedom  and  slavery  was  setled  fifty 
years  ago  in  favor  of  slavery — not  by  the  constitution 
— that  would  have  been  monstrous! — but  by  implica- 
tions growing  out  of  “the  compromise  that  lies  at  the 
basis  of  the  federal  compact!”  Sir,  if  this  implica- 
tion lies  at  the  basis  of  the  compact  of  our  union, 
then  was  the  union  placed  on  a mine,  to  be  shattered 
into  a thousand  fragments  by  its  inevitable  explosion. 

And,  sir,  what  I say  of  the  effects  of  the  abridg- 
ment <3f  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and 
of  the  right  of  petition,  which  is  insisted  on  as  a part 
of  the  “compromise,”  I must  say  of  slavery  itself. — 
Its  permanency  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  per- 
manency of  this  union.  Who  can  expect  that  a free 
people  can  be  held  in  fraternal  embrace  forever  with 
a community  where  slavery  is  cherished  and  proclaim- 
ed as  “the  corner  stone  of  republican  institutions?” 
The  thing  is  impossible.  “The  lily  and  the  bramble 
may  grow  in  social  proximity,  but  liberty  and  slave- 
ry delight  in  separation.”  Such  was  the  sentiment 
of  Pinkney,  ultered  in  the  Maryland  house  of  dele- 
gates fifty  years  ago.  And,  sir,  what  he  thus  utter- 
ed as  a general  truth  will,  as  sure  as  man  is  man,  be- 
come history,  if  the  house  persist  in  maintaining  sla- 
very against  the  feelings  of  the  north,  and  against  the 
enlightened  judgment  and  enlarged  humanity  of  the 
civilized  world.  If  the  framers  of  the  constitution 


had  attempted  to  form  a compact  of  union  specifically 
providing  for  the  perpetuity  of  slavery,  thov  would 
nave  been  guilty  of  the  most  consummate  folly;  and 
yet  we  now'  hear  of  “the  guaranties  of  the  consti- 
tution,” and  “the  compromise  of  the  constitution,” 
in  favor  of  slavery!  Sir,  the  guaranties  were  all  the 
other  way — guaranties  drawn  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  union,  from  the  spirit  of  the  times  in  which  it 
was  formed,  and  from  the  great  principles  which 
“lie  at  the  basis”  of  all  our  cherished  institutions. 

While  looking  at  the  objection  to  the  exercise  by 
congress  of  its  power  of  abolishing  slavery  here, 
drawn  from  a consideration  of  the  indirect  influence 
of  such  legislation  upon  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  states,  which  seems  to  constitute  the  burden  of 
the  objection,  I have  been  reminded  of  the  view  ta- 
ken of  the  indirect  influence  of  congressional  anti- 
slavery  legislation  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  debates 
in  the  first  congress,  to  which  I wish  to  call  the  parti- 
cular attention  of  the  house. 

Congress,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  from  abolishing  the  slave  trade  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  In  the  debate  upon  a petition  of 
Dr.  Franklin  and  others — to  which  I shall  by  and  by- 
more  particularly  refer — praying  that  congress  would 
“step  to  the  very  verge  of  the  power  vested”  in  it  for 
discouraging  the  traffic  in  slaves,  the  same  objection 
was  urged  against  the  action  of  congress  which  is 
now  urged. 

On  that  occasion,  Mr.  Jackson  of  Georgia,  said: 

“I  apprehend  if,  through  the  interference  of  the 
general  government  the  slave  trade  was  abolished,  it 
would  evince  to  the  people  a disposition  towards  a 
total  emancipation,  and  they  would  hold  their  proper- 
ly in  jeopardy.  I hope  the  house  will  order  the  peti- 
tion to  be  laid  on  the  table,  in  order  to  prevent  alarm- 
ing our  southern  brethen.” 

And  what  said  Mr.  Madison  to  this? 

“He  admitted  (says  the  report  of  that  debate)  that 
congress  is  restricted  by  the  constitution  from  taking 
measures  to  abolish  the  slave  trade.  Yet  there  are 
(said  he)  a variety  of  ways  by  which  it  could  coun- 
tenance the  abolition;  and  regulations  might  be  made 
in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  them  into  the  new 
states  to  be  formed  out  of  the  western  territory.  He 
thought  the  subject  well  worthy  of  consideration.” 

Thus,  though  congress  could  no  more  then  abolish 
the  slave  trade  than  it  can  now  abolish  slavery  in  the 
states,  yet,  in  Mr.  Madison’s  opinion,  it  might  very 
properly  so  exercise  its  admitted  powers  of  regulat- 
ing the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  new  states,  as 
to  “ countenance”  the  abolition  of  the  trade.  Geoi'gia 
and  South  Carolina  were  then  as  jealous  of  the  ac- 
tion of  congress  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  lest  it 
should  countenance  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  place  “their  property  in  jeopardy,”  as  they  now 
are  lest  the  action  of  congress  in  abolishing  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  this  District  should  counte- 
nance the  like  abolition  in  the  states.  But  Mr.  Ma- 
dison was  not  to  be  deterred  by  this  from  going,  in 
the  language  of  Dr.  Franklin’s  petition,  to  the  “very 
verge  of  the  power  vested  in  congress”  over  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  The  modern  notions  of  expediency 
in  regard  to  this  matter  seem  not  to  have  entered  his 
mind.  Then,  indeed,  slavery  did  not  stand  so  much 
higher  than  any  other  interest  in  the  country,  as  to 
reverse  all  the  ordinary  principles  of  legislation  for 
the  purpose  of  its  security  and  protection.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  considered  right  to  exercise  the 
power  of  congress  over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
territories,  “until  a view ” to  “ countenancing ” what 
congress  could  not  then  directly  accomplish — the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  If  Mr.  Madison  were 
now  in  this  hall,  and  should  advance  such  a doctrine 
in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  here,  he  would  be  denounced  as  a disturber  of 
the  peace,  a “desperate  fanatic,”  and  an  enemy  of 
the  union.  What  “a  change  has  come  o’erthe  spirit 
of”  this  nation  since  the  congress  of  eighty-nine! 

While  considering  the  subject  of  congressional  ac- 
tion in  cases  in  which  it  may  indirectly  exert  an  un- 
favorable influence  upon  slavery,  the  abolition,  by 
congress,  of  slavery  in  the  northwestern  territory,  to 
which  1 have  already  adverted,  cannot  escape  atten- 
tion. The  ordinance  of  1787  decreeing  that  aboli- 
tion, was  expressly  ratified  by  the  first  congress  un- 
der the  present  constitution.  But  who  can  read  that 
ordinance,  and  especially  the  preamble  to  the  “six 
articles”  embodied  in  it — to  which  I shall  hereafter 
more  particularly  refer — without  perceiving  the  im- 
mense anti-slavery  influence  it  was  calculated  to  ex- 
ert? But  the  truth  was,  the  country  was  not  then 
afraid  of  that  influence;  for  it  was,  as  I shall  present- 
ly show,  in  full  accordance  with  the  strong  anti-sla- 
very feeling  of  those  times. 

In  attempting  to  maintain  the  right  of  the  north  to 
exert,  by  all  constitutional  means,  and  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  constitutional  authority,  an  anti-slavery  influ- 
ence on  the  south,  I have  drawn  an  argument  from 
the  union  itself,  anil  the  fraternal  relation  which  that 


union  created.  But,  sir,  while  I thus  reason  from 
tbo  union  and  iic  tVnip-unl  reGtionc  in  favor  of  the 
light  of  acting  on  southern  sentiment  in  regard  to 
slavery,  I desire  to  declare  most  emphatically  the 
deep  sense  I entertain  of  the  peculiar  obligation  which 
this  relation  imposes  upon  the  north  to  act  in  this 
matter  in  the  spirit  of  fraternal  kindness  and  good 
will.  This  obligation  would  exist  without  the  union, 
for  it  is  universal;  much  more  does  it  exist  with  the 
union.  We  do  not  address  ourselves  to  strangers  and 
foreigners,  but  to  our  fellow-citizens — our  brethren — 
to  whom  we  are  bound  by  a thousand  endearing  ties 
and  patriotic  recollections.  If  we  claim  to  address 
them  on  the  ground  that  we  are  their  brethren,  then 
are  we  solemnly  bound  to  do  it  in  the  spirit  of  bro- 
therly kindness  and  charity.  In  that  spirit,  if  I know 
myself,  I now  speak;  in  that  spirit  I have  ever  spo- 
ken; and  in  that  spirit  I desire  to  assure  the  south  I 
shall  always  speak,  here  and  elsewhere,  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Implied  pledge  of  the  south  to  the  north. 

I have  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  congress  has 
power  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  this 
District,  and  to  meet  the  objections  to  the  exercise 
of  that  power,  drawn  from  a supposed  implied  pledge 
to  Virginia  and  Maryland  in  accepting  the  cessions, 
and  an  implied  pledge  to  the  whole  south,  in  the  act 
of  coming  into  the  union. 

Thus  far,  however,  I have  occupied  a defensive  po- 
sition, endeavoring,  as  well  as  I was  able,  to  vindi- 
cate from  the  charge  of  violating  pledges  and  disre- 
garding compromises,  those  who  have  asked  congress 
to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  here;  and  wffio 
have  exercised  what  they  believe  to  be  their  just 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  for  the  purpose 
of  convincing  the  southern  states  of  the  duty  of  abo- 
lishing slavery  within  their  limits. 

But,  sir,  I am  not  disposed  to  act  merely  on  the  de- 
fensive. I intend  to  show  that,  while  the  south 
charges  the  north  with  a violation  of  implied  pledges 
in  regard  to  slavery,  she  has  herself  violated  her  own 
clearly  implied  pledges  on  this  very  subject. 

Whoever  will  look  into  the  history  of  the  period 
when  the  constitution  was  formed,  will  find  that  it 
was  then  the  universal  expectation — an  expectation 
excited  by  the  slave  states  themselves,  especially  by 
Virginia  and  Maryland — that  slavery  would,  at  no 
distant  day,  be  abolished  by  their  own  legislation. — 
Abolition,  as  I have  already  intimated,  and  will  now 
show,  was  emphatically  the  spirit  of  those  times. — 
Slavery  was  regarded  as  a doomed  institution — as 
destined  to  be  “of  few  days,”  and  declared  to  be 
“full  of  evil.”  It  was  considered  and  treated  as  a 
dangerous  intruder,  that  was  to  be  allowed,  from  ne- 
cessity, to  hold,  temporarily,  as  a tenant  at  suffer- 
ance, but  by  no  means  to  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a fee 
simple  in  this  soil  of  freedom.  This  feeling  pervaded 
the  country;  it  pervaded  the  convention  that  formed 
the  constitution,  and  must  necessarily  have  formed 
an  essential  element  in  the  compromises  which  led  to 
its  adoption. 

Anti-slavery  was  the  prevalent  feeling  of  the  revo- 
lution. With  its  first  breath  this  nation  drew  in  an 
abhorrence  of  slavery  in  every  form.  The  colonial 
policy  of  the  mother  country,  by  which  it  had  been 
introduced,  was  the  subject  of  almost  universal  exe- 
cration. It  was  then  held  to  be  “ self  evident ” that 
all  men  were  “created  equal,  and  endowed  by  their 
creator  with  the  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness.”  This  great  truth — not  sla- 
very— was  regarded  as  “the  corner  stone  of  our  re- 
publican edifice.”  Nor  was  it  held  to  be  exclusive- 
ly applicable  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race;  but  the  de- 
scendants of  Africa  were  to  enjoy  its  benefits  and 
blessings.  Accordingly  we  find  the  work  of  African 
emancipation  early  commenced  under  its  influence. 
Vermont  took  the  lead  by  declaring  in  her  constitu- 
tion in  1777  that  there  should  be  no  slavery  within 
her  limits.  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania  follow- 
ed in  1780,  and  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island  in  1784.  The  motives  and  spirit  of 
these  great  movements  are  well  set  forth  in  the,  pre- 
amble to  the  abolition  act  of  Pennsylvania;  a part  of 
which  I beg  permission  to  read. 

Having  recounted  the  dangers  and  deliverances  of 
the  revolution,  and  expressed  “a  grateful  sense  ot 
the  manifold  blessings  undeservedly  received  from 
the  hand  of  that  Being  from  whom  cometh  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,”  the  preamble  says: 

“Impressed  with  these  ideas,  we  conceive  that  it 
is  our  duty,  and  we  rejoice  that  it  is  in  our  power,  to 
extend  a portion  of  that  freedom  to  others  which  has 
been  extended  to  us.  * * * * We  esteem  it  a 
peculiar  blessing  that  we  are  this  day  enabled  to  add 
one  more  step  to  universal  civilization  by  removing 
as  much  as  possible  the  sorrows  of  those  who  have 
lived  in  undeserved  bondage.  Weaned  by  a long 
course  of  experience  from  those  narrow  prejudices 
we  had  imbibed,  we  find  our  hearts  enlarged  with 
kindness  and  benevolence  toward  men  of  all  condi- 
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tions  and  nations;  and  we  conceive  ourselves,  at  this 
particular  period,  extraordinarily  called  upon,  by  the 
blessings  we  have  received,  to  manifest  the  sincerity 
of  our  professions,  and  to  give  substantial  proof  of 
our  gratitude.”  “And  whereas  the  condition  of  those 
persons  who  have  been  heretofore  denominated  ne- 
gro and  mulatto  slaves  has  been  attended  with  cir- 
cumstances which  not  only  deprived  them  of  the 
common  blessings  they  were,  hy  nature,  entitled  to, 
but  has  cast  them  into  the  deepest  afflictions  by  an 
unnatural  separation  and  sale  of  husband  and  wife 
from  each  other,  and  their  children — an  injury,  the 
greatness  of  which  can  only  he  conceived  hy  suppos- 
ing that  we  were  in  the  same  unhappy  case.  In  jus- 
tice, therefore,  to  persons  so  unhappily  circumstanc- 
ed, and  who,  having  no  prospects  before  them  where- 
in they  may  rest  their  sorrows  and  their  hopes,  have 
no  reasonable  inducement  to  render  the  service  to 
society  which  they  otherwise  might;  and,  also,  in 
grateful  commemoration  of  our  own  happy  deliver- 
ance from  that  state  of  unconditional  submission  to 
which  we  were  doomed  by  the  tyranny  of  Britain; 
Be  it  enacted,  that  no  child  hereafter  born  shall  be  a 
slave,”  &c. 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  exhibited  the  spirit  of  those 
times.  Let  this  precious  preamble  be  borne  in  mind 
as  we  proceed. 

In  accordance  with  the  spirit  which  dictated  the 
emancipations  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  states,  was 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  to  which  I have  referred. — - 
Let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  preamble  to  the  six 
articles  in  that  ordinance,  the  last  of  which  abolished 
slavery  in  the  northwestern  territory.  It  declares, 
among  other  things,  that,  “for  extending  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 
form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics,  their  laws 
and  constitutions  are  erected,  to  fix  and  establish 
these  principles  as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions 
and  governments,  which  forever  hereafter  shall  be 
formed  in  the  said  territory,  * * * it  is  hereby 
ordained,”  &c. 

Such  was  the  preamble  to  that  act  abolishing  slave- 
ry. Then  abolition  was  regarded  as  extending  “the 
fundamental  principles”  which  lay  at  the  basis  of  our 
republican  institutions.  Now,  slavery  is  held  to  be 
“the  corner  stone  of  our  republican  edifice.” 

In  1773,  Patrick  Henry,  in  a letter  to  Robert  Plea- 
sants, afterwards  president  of  the  Virginia  abolition 
society,  said: 

“Is  it  not  amazing  that,  at  a time  when  the  rights 
of  humanity  are  defined  and  understood  with  pre- 
cision, in  a country  above  all  others  fond  of  liberty, 
we  find  men  professing  a religion  the  most  humane, 
mild,  gentle  and  generous,  adopting  a principle  as 
repugnant  to  humanity  as  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
Bible,  and  destructive  to  liberty?  Every  thinking, 
honest  man  rejects  it  in  speculation;  how  few  in 
practice,  from  conscientious  motives!  * * I be- 

lieve a time  will  come  when  an  opportunity  will  be  of- 
fered to  abolish  this  lamentable  evil.  Every  thing  we 
can  do  is  to  improve  it,  if  it  happen  in  our  day;  if 
not,  let  us  transmit  to  our  descendants,  together  with 
our  slaves,  a pity  for  iheir  unhappy  lot,  and  our  ab- 
horrence of  slavery.  * * * Believe  me,  I shall 

honor  the  Quakers  for  their  noble  efforts  to  abolish 
slavery.  It  is  a debt  we  owe  to  the  purity  of  our 
religion  to  show  that  it  is  at  variance  with  that  law 
that  warrants  slavery.  I exhort  you  to  persevere  in 
so  worthy  a resolution.” 

In  1776,  Dr.  Hopkins,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
New  England  divines,  in  “an  address  to  the  owners 
of  negro  slaves  in  the  American  colonies,”  says: 

“The  conviction  of  the  unjustifiableness  of  this 
practice,  (slavery),  has  been  increasing  and  greatly 
spreading  of  late;  and  many  who  have  had  slaves 
have  found  themselves  so  unable  to  justify  their  own 
conduct  in  holding  them  in  bondage,  as  to  be  induc- 
ed to  set  them  at  liberty.  * * * Slavery  is,  in 
every  instance,  wrong,  unrighteous  and  oppressive — 
a very  great  and  crying  sin — there  being  nothing  of 
the  kind  equal  to  it  on  the  face  of  the  earth.” 

Near  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  his  notes  on  Virginia,  said: 

“I  think  a change  already  perceptible,  since  the 
origin  of  the  present  revolution.  •The  spirit  of  the 
master  is  abating,  that  of  the  slave  is  rising  from  the 
dust,  his  condition  mollifying,  and  the  way,  I hope 
preparing,  under  the  auspices  of  heaven,  for  a total 
emancipation.” 

In  1780,  John  Jay,  in  a letter  from  Spain,  wrote: 

“The  state  of  New  York  is  rarely  out  of  my  mind 
or  heart;  and  I am  often  disposed  to  write  much  re- 
specting its  affairs.  But  I have  so  little  information 
as  to  its  present  political  objects  and  operations,  that 
I am  afraid  to  attempt  it.  An  excellent  law  might 
be  made  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  one  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery.  Till  America  comes  into  this 
measure,  her  prayers  to  heaven  will  be  impious. 
This  is  a strong  expression,  but  it  is  just.  Were  I 
in  your  legislature  I would  present  a bill,  drawn  for 


the  purpose  with  great  care;  and  I would  never  cease 
moving  till  it  became  a law,  or  I ceased  to  be  a 
member.  I believe  God  governs  the  world;  and  I be- 
lieve it  to  be  a maxim  in  His,  as  in  our  court,  that 
those  who  ask  for  equity  ought  to  do  it.” 

Drawing  nearer  to  the  time  when  the  constitution 
was  adopted,  and  the  “compromises”  made  which 
“guarantied”  the  perpetuity  of  slavery!  we  come  to 
the  celebrated  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Dr.  Price, 
of  London,  dated  at  Paris,  August  7, 1785.  Dr.  Price 
had  written  a pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
and  Mr.  Jefferson’s  letter  was  in  reply  to  one  from 
the  doctor  on  the  subject  of  his  pamphlet. 

Mr.  Jefferson  begins  by  speaking  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  thinks  the  pamphlet — which,  it  seems,  had 
been  extensively  circulated  in  America — will  have 
been  received.  “Southward  of  the  Chesapeake,” 
he  thinks,  “it  will  find  but  few  readers  concurring 
with  it  in  sentiment.”  From  the  mouth  to  the  head 
of  the  Chesapeake  it  would  be  received  more  favora- 
bly— “the  bulk  of  the  people  approving  it  in  theory” 
— slaveholding  keeping  “the  consciences  of  many 
uneasy;”  while  northward  of  the  Chesapeake  the  op- 
ponents of  its  doctrines  would  be  about  as  rare  as 
“robbers  and  murders.”  He  then  proceeds  to  say: 

“In  Maryland  I do  not  find  such  a disposition  to 
begin  the  redress  of  this  enormity  as  in  Virginia. 
This  is  the  next  state  to  which  we  may  turn  our 
eyes  for  the  interesting  spectacle  of  justice  in  con- 
flict with  avarice  and  oppression;  a conflict,  wherein 
the  sacred  side  is  gaining  daily  recruits  from  the  in- 
flux into  office  of  young  men  grown  and  growing  up. 
These  have  sucked  in  the  principles  of  liberty  as  it 
were  with  their  mother’s  milk,  and  it  is  to  them  I 
look  with  anxiety  to  turn  the  fate  of  this  question. 
Be  not,  therefore,  discouraged.  What  you  have  writ- 
ten will  do  a great  degl  of  good;  and,  could  you  still 
trouble  yourself  with  our  welfare , no  man  is  more  able 
to  give  aid  to  the  laboring  side.  [Mr.  Jefferson  was 
not  afraid  of  foreign  interference.  He  looks  at  the 
question  of  slavery  as  belonging  to  no  country  ex- 
clusively, but  affecting  the  common  humanity.]  “The 
college  of  William  and  Mary,  in  Williamsburg,  since 
the  remodelling  of  its  plan,  is  the  place  Where  are 
collected  together  all  the  young  men  of  Virginia 
under  preparation  for  public  life.  There  are  there 
under  the  direction,  most  of  them,  of  a Mr.  Wythe, 
one  of  the  most  virtuous  of  characters,  and  whose 
sentiments  on  the  subject  of  slavery  are  unequivocal. 
I am  satisfied  that  if  you  could  resolve  to  address  an 
exhortation  to  those  young  men  with  all  the  elo- 
quence of  which  you  are  master,  that  its  influence 
on  the  future  decision  of  this  important  question 
would  be  great,  perhaps  decisive.”  [What  a re- 
quest! A Virgin  ian  asking  an  abolitionist  to  address 
a letter  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  the  young  men  of 
that  state,  preparing  for  public  life!  And  they  too, 
members  of  a college!  Now  the  subjeet  must  not  be 
agitated  in  colleges,  even  in  New  England,  and  Dr. 
Price’s  pamphlets  and  letters  to  the  young  men  of 
Virginia  would  be  seized  in  the  post  office  and  burnt.] 

“Thus  you  see,”  continued  Mr.  Jefferson,  “that  so 
far  from  thinking  you  have  cause  to  repent  what 
you  have  done,  I wish  you  to  do  more,  and  wish  it 
on  the  assurance  of  its  effect.  The  information  I 
have  received  from  America  of  the  reception  of 
your  pamphlet  in  the  different  states  agrees  with  the 
expectation  I had  formed. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON.” 

Proceeding  in  the  order  of  time,  I come  to  the  de- 
clarations of  Whashington.  In  writing  to  Robert 
Morris  on  the  12th  of  April,  1786,  General  Washing- 
ton said: 

“There  is  not  a man  living  who  wishes  more  sin- 
cerely than  I-  do  to  see  a plan  adopted  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery;  but  there  is  only  one  proper  and  effectual 
mode  by  which  it  can  be  accomplished,  and  that  is, 
by  legislative  authority,  and  this,  as  far  as  my  suf- 
frage will  go,  shall  never  be  wanting.” 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1786,  he  thus  wrote  to  La- 
fayette: 

“It  [abolition]  certainly  might  and  ought  to  be  ef- 
fected, and  that,  too,  by  legislative  authority.”  In  a 
letter  to  John  Fenton  Mercer,  of  September  9, 1786, 
he  said: 

“It  is  among  my  first  wishes  to  see  some  plan  adopt- 
ed by  which  slavery  in  this  country  may  be  abolished 
by  law.” 

To  John  Sinclair  he  wrote: 

“There  are  in  Pennsylvania  laws  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery  which  neither  Maryland  nor  Vir- 
ginia have  at  present,  but  which  nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain than  that  they  must  have,  and  at  a period  not 
remote.” 

These  strong  expressions  of  sentiment  by  General 
Washington,  it  should  be  observed,  were  uttered  only 
a year  before  the  session  of  the  convention/himself 
at  its  head,  which  formed  the  constitution  that  “gua- 
ranties” the  perpetuity  of  slavery!  But  let  us  come 
a little  nearer  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  | 


In  an  address  by  hon.  James  Campbell,  before  the 
Pennsylvania  society  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1787,  he  said: 

“Our  separation  from  Great  Britain  has  extended 
the  empire  of  humanity.  The  time  is  not  for  distant 
when  our  sister  states,  in  imitation  of  our  example, 
shall  turn  their  vassels  into  freemen.” 

The  convention  that  formed  the  constitution — 
whose  “compromises”  have  imposed  perpetual  silence 
on  the  subject  of  slavery! — was  then  in  session  in 
Philadelphia,  and  attended  on  the  delivery  of  this  ad- 
dress, with  General  Washington  at  their  head. 

The  convention  agreed  to  the  constitution,  and 
submitted  it  to  the  people  of  the  states  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1787.  For  further  evidence  of  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  at  that  time,  let  me  now  refer  to  the 
debates  in  some  of  the  state  conventions  to  which  it 
was  submitted  for  ratification. 

In  the  debates  in  the  North  Carolina  convention, 
Mr.  Iredell,  afterwards  a judge  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  said:  “When  the  entire  abolition 
of  slavery  takes  place,  it  will  be  an  event  which  must 
be  pleasing  to  every  generous  mind,  and  every  friend 
of  human  nature.”  Mr.  Galloway,  said:  “I  wish  to 
see  this  abominable  trade  put  an  end  to..  I apprehend 
the  clause  (touching  the  slave  trade)  means  to  bring 
forward  manumission .” 

Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland,  a member  of  the  con- 
vention that  formed  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  said:  “We  ought  to  authorise  the  general  go- 
vernment to  make  such  regulations  as  shall  bethought 
most  advantageous  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  which  are  already  in 
the  state.” 

Judge  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  con- 
vention that  framed  the  constitution,  said  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania convention  that  ratified  it:  “I  consider  this 
clause  (that  relating  to  the  slave  trade)  as  laying  the 
foundation  for  banishing  slavery  out  of  this  country. 
It  will  produce  the  same  kind  of  gradual  change 
which  was  produced  in  Pennsylvania.  The  new 
states  which  are  to  be  formed  will  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  congress  in  this  particular,  and  slaves  will 
never  be  introduced  among  them.  It  presents  us 
with  the  pleasing  prospect  that  the  rights  of  man- 
kind will  be  acknowledged  and  established  through- 
out the  union.” 

In  the  Virginia  convention  of  1787,  Mr.  Mason,  au- 
thor of  the  Virginia  constitution,  said: 

“The  augmentation  of  slaves  iveakens  the  stales;  and 
such  a trade  is  diabolical  in  itself,  and  disgraceful  to 
mankind.  * * * As  much  as  I value  the 

union  of  all  the  states,  I would  not  admit  the  south- 
ern states  (South  Carolina  and  Georgia)  into  the 
union,  unless  they  agree  to  the  discontinuance  of 
this  disgraceful  trade,  because  it  would  bring  weak- 
ness and  not  strength  to  the  union.”  Mr.  Johnson, 
said: 

“The  principle  (of  emancipation)  has  begun  since 
the  revolution.  Let  us  do  what  we  will,  it  will  come 
round. ' Slavery  has  been  the  foundation  of  that  im- 
piety and  dissipation  which  have  been  so  much  dis- 
seminated among  our  countrymen.  If  we  were  totally 
annihilated,  it  would  do  much  good.” 

Patrick  Henry  contended  that,  by  the  constitution, 
congress  would  have  power  to  abolish  slavery  as  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  country, 
whose  “general  defence”  was  committed  to  its  care. 
In  addition  to  this  argument,  he  said:  “Another  thing 
will  contribute  to  bring  this  event  about — slavery  is 
detested.  We  feel  its  fatal  effects.  We  deplore  it  with 
the  pity  of  humanity.” 

In  the  Massachusetts  convention  of  1788,  General 
Heath  said  that  “slavery  was  confined  to  the  states 
now  existing.  It  could  not  be  extended.  By  their 
ordinance  congress  had  declared  that  the  new  states 
should  be  republican  states,  and  have  no  slavery.” 

Judge  Dawes,  said:  “Although  slavery  is  not  smit- 
ten by  an  apoplexy,  yet  it  has  received  a mortal 
wound,  and  will  die  of  consumption.” 

Such  are  some  of  the  expressions  of  opinion  in  the 
conventions  that  adopted  the  constitution,  in  regard 
to  slavery,  and  its  probable  speedy  abolition".  The 
expressions  in  regard  to  the  latter  may  all  be  summed 
up  in  the  brief  and  significant  language  of  Judge 
Dawes — slavery  “has  received  a mortal  wound, 
and  will  die  op  CONSUMPTION.”  This,  indeed,  was 
public  opinion  of  that  day;  and  yet  we  are  now  told 
that  the  constitution,  which  drew  its  first  breath  in 
the  atmosphere  of  that  public  opinion,  contained  an 
implied  guaranty,  or  had  connected  with  it  such  com- 
promises as  implied  a guaranty,  for  the  security  of 
slavery,  even  at  the  expense  of  a sacrifice  of  the 
rights  of  speech,  and  the  press,  and  petition!  Every 
body  understood  that  slavery  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  destined  to  speedy  death;  and  yet,  by  a strange 
necromancy  of  constitutional  implication,  there  was 
at  that  very  time  thrown  around  it  the  shield  of  the 
union  for  protection  against  its  great  enemies — free- 
dom of  speech  and  freedom  of  the  press! 
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Let  me  now  refer  to  a few  expressions  of  opinion 
going  to  show  the  state  of  public  sentiment  soon  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

In  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates  in  1789,  Wim 
Pinkney,  said: 

“But  sir,  is  it  possible  that  this  body  should  not 
feel  for  the  reputation  of  Maryland?  Is  national  ho- 
nor unworthy  of  consideration?  Is  the  censure  of  an 
enlightened  universe  insufficient  to  alarm  us?  The 
character  of  my  country  among  the  nations  of  the 
world  is  as  dear  to  me  as  that  country  itself.”  [No- 
ble sentiment!  But  in  what  Maryland  bosom  does 
it  now  beat,  in  reference  to  slavery-  and  the  slave 
trade  here,  for  which  this  nation  is  responsible  to  “an 
enlightened  universe?”  “What  a motley  appearance 
(continues  Mr.  P.)  must  Maryland  at  this  moment 
make  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  view  her  with  deli- 
beration. Is  she  not  at  once  the  fair  temple  of  free- 
dom and  the  abominable  nursery  of  slaves? — the 
school  for  patriots  and  the  foster-mother  of  petty 
despots? — the  asserter  of  human  rights  and  the  pa- 
tron of  wanton  oppression?  Here  have  emigrants 
from  a land  of  tyranny  found  an  asylum  from  perse- 
cution; and  here  also  have  those  who  came  as  right- 
fully free  as  the  winds  of  heaven  found  an  eternal 
grave  for  the  liberties  of  themselves  and  their  poste- 
rity. * * * * Sir,  by  the  eternal  principles  of 

natural  justice,  no  master  in  the  state  has  a right  to 
hold  his  slave  in  bondage  a single  hour.  * * * 

To  me,  sir,  nothing  for  which  I have  not  the  evidence 
of  my  senses  is  more  clear  than  that  it  (slavery)  will 
one  day  destroy  that  reverence  for  liberty  which  is 
the  vital  principle  of  a republic.”  [Now  slavery  has 
become  essential  to  the  preservation  of  or  liber- 
ties— the  “corner  stone  of  our  republican  edifice.”] 
Sir,  the  thing  is  impolitic;  never  will  your  coun- 
try be  productive;  never  will  its  agriculture,  its 
commerce,  or  its  manufactures  flourish  so  long  as 
they  depend  on  reluctant  bondmen  for  their  pro- 
gress.” 

What  must  have  been  the  state  of  public  sentiment 
which  could  in  the  legislature  of  a slave  state  bear  such 
an  indignant,  burning  rebuke,  of  slavery  as  this?  Did 
Pinkney  or  the  body  whom  lie  addressed,  believe  that 
there  was  in  or  about  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  any  “implied”  prohibition  of  freedom  of  speech 
on  the  subject  of  slavery? 

Let  me  now  turn,  for  further  evidence  of  public 
sentiment,  to  the  debates  in  the  first  congress.  On 
the  12th  of  February,  1790,  a memorial  was  pre- 
sented, signed  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  presidentof  the 
Pennsylvania  abolition  society,  setting  forth  in  strong 
language  the  injustice  of  slavery,  its  inconsistency 
with  our  institutions,  and  the  duty  of  all  to  labor  to 
effect  its  abolition;  and  asking  congress  to  take  into 
consideration  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  “step  to  the 
very  verge  of  the  power  vested”  in  it  for  “discourag- 
ing every  species  of  traffic  in  the  persons  of  our  fel- 
low men.” 

The  reception  of  this  petition  w'as  neither  object- 
ed to,  nor  “considered”  as  objected  to;  but  it  was 
respectfully  received  and  considered.  In  the  debate 
that  arose  upon  it,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  said:  “I 
cannot  help  expressing  the  pleasure  I feel  in  finding 
so  considerable  a part  of  the  community  attending  to 
matters  of  such  momentous  concern  to  the  future 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  America. 
I think  it  my  duty  as  a citizen  of  the  union  to  es- 
pouse their  cause.” 

Mr.  Page,  of  Virginia,  (afterwards  governor),  said: 
“He  was  in  favor  of  the  commitment.  He  hoped 
that  the  designs  of  the  respectable  memorialists  would 
not  be  stopped  at  the  threshold,  in  order  to  preclude 
a fair  discussion  of  the  memorial.  He  placed  him- 
self in  the  case  of  a slave.”  [This  is  the  true  posi- 
tion; to  make  the  slave’s  case  ovr  own;  to  “remem- 
ber those  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them.”  When  we  do 
this,  we  shall  go  where  Franklin  asked  the  first  con- 
gress to  go,  to  “the  very  verge ” of  our  power  to  abo- 
lish, and  where  we  cannot  abolish,  to  “discourage” 
slavery.  But  to  propose  with  the  quotation.]  “He 
placed  himself  in  the  case  of  a slave,  and  said  that, 
on  hearing  that  congress  had  refused  to  listen  to  the 
decent  suggestions  of  the  respectable  part  of  the  com- 
munity,” [now  the  petitioners  are  “despicable  fana- 
tics!]” “he  should  infer  that  the  general  government, 
from  which  was  expected  great  good  would  result  to 
every  class  of  citizens,  had  shut  their  ears  against 
the  voice  of  humanity,” 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Pennsylvania,  said:  “I  cannot,  for 
my  part,  conceive  how  any  person  can  be  said  to  ac- 
quire property  in  another.  I do  not  know  how  far 
I might  go,  if  I was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  United 
States,  and  those  people  were  to  come  before  me, 
and  claim  their  emancipation;  but  I am  sure  I would 
go  as  far  as  I could." 

Mr.  Burke,  of  South  Carolina,  said:  “He  saw  the 
disposition  of  the  house,  and  he  feared  it  would  be  re- 
ferred to  a committee,  maugre  all  their  opposition.” 


Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carol im>  said:  “That  on  en- 
tering into  this  government,  they  (South  Carolina  and 
Georgia)  apprehended  that  the  other  states  * * * 

would,  from  motives  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  be 
led  to  vote  for  a general  emancipation.” 

In  a debate  at  the  previous  session  of  congress, 
(May  13,  1789),  on  a proposition  to  impose  a duty  of 
ten  dollars  each  on  imported  slaves,  Mr.  Parker,  of 
Virginia,  the  mover  of  the  proposition,  said:  “He 

hoped  congress  would  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power 
to  restore  to  human  nature  its  inherent  privileges, 
and,  if  possible,  to  wipe  off  the  stigma  under  which 
America  labored.  The  inconsistency  in  our  princi- 
ples, with  which  we  are  justly  charged,  should  be 
done  away,  that  we  may  show  by  our  actions  the  pure 
beneficence  of  the  doctrine  we  hold  out  to  the  world 
in  our  Declaration  of  Independence.” 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  said:  It  teas  the  fashion 

of  the  day  to  favor  the  liberty  of  the  slaves." 

Mr.  Madison  said:  “The  dictates  of  humanity,  the 
principles  of  the  people,  the  national  safety  and  hap- 
piness, and  prudent  policy  require  it  of  us.  * * * 

I conceive  the  constitution,  in  this  particular,  was  1 
formed  in  order  that  the  government,  whilst  it  was 
restrained  from  laying  a total  prohibition,  might  be 
able  to  give  some  testimony  of  the  sense  of  America  with 
regard  to  the  African  trade.  * * It  is  to  be  hoped 

that,  by  expressing  a national  disapprobation  of  this 
trade  we  may  destroy  it,  and  save  ourselves  from 
reproaches,  and  our  posterity  the  imbecility  ever  at- 
tendant on  a country  filled  with  slaves.  * * If 
there  is  any  one  point  in  which  it  is  clearly  the  poli- 
cy of  this  nation,  so  far  as  we  constitutionally  can,  to 
vary  the  practice  obtaining  under  some  of  the  state 
governments,  it  is  this.” 

Such  was  the  strong  anti-slavery  feeling  manifest- 
ed in  the  first  congress.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  the  question  of  slavery  was  treated  as  a national 
question — arguments  for  national  interference,  to 
the  full  extent  of  constitutional  power,  and  with 
a view  to  “varying  the  practice  under  some  of  the 
state  governments,”  being  drawn  from  considera- 
tions of  national  honor,  national  strength  and  nation- 
al safety. 

Pursuing  the  order  of  time,  let  me  give  two  ad- 
ditional and  pointed  reprobations  of  slavery  by  dis- 
tinguished men  of  that  period.  In  1794,  Dr.  Rush 
declared: 

“Domestic  slavery  is  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  Christianity.  It  prostrates  every  benevolent  and 
just  principle  of  action  in  the  human  heart.  It  is  re- 
bellion against  the  authority  of  a common  Father.  It 
is  a practical  denial  of  the  extent  and  efficacy  of  the 
death  of  a common  Saviour.  It  is  a usurpation  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  universe, 
who  has  solemnly  claimed  an  exclusive  property  in 
the  souls  of  men.” 

In  1796,  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  that  state,  and  professor  of  law  in 
the  college  of  William  and  Mary,  in  a letter  to  the 
general  assembly  of  that  state,  urging  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  said:  “Should  we  not,  at  the  time  of  the 

revolution,  have  broken  their  fetters?  Is  it  not  our 
duty  to  embrace  the  first  moment  of  constitutional  health 
and  vigor  to  effectuate  so  desirable  an  object,  and  to 
remove  from  us  a stigma  with  which  our  enemies  will 
never  fail  to  upbraid  us,  nor  our  consciences  to  re- 
proach us?” 

I come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  another,  and,  in  some 
respects,  much  stronger  evidence  of  the  prevalence 
of  anti-slavery  sentiments  at  the  period  to  which  I 
have  referred.  I do  not  allude  to  expressions  of  in- 
dividual opinion,  but  to  associated  opinion  and  associ- 
ated effort  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Yes, 
sir,  so  strongly  was  the  public  mind  moved  in  the 
subject  of  “abolition”  that  abolition  societies  were 
actually  formed  in  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia.  The  Pennsylvania  society  was 
formed  in  1780,  and  incorporated  by  act  of  the  le- 
gislature in  1787 — Benjamin  Franklin,  president;  Dr. 
Rush,  secretary.  The  New  York  society  was  form- 
ed in  1785 — John  Jay,  president,  afterwards  Alexan- 
der Hamilton.  The  Maryland  society  was  formed 
in  1789.  Among  its  officers  were  Judge  Chase  and 
Luther  Martin.  In  1790  the  Connecticut  society  was 
formed — Dr.  Stiles,  president,  and  Simeon  Baldwin, 
(late  Judge  Baldwin)  secretary.  In  the  same  year 
the  Virginia  society  was  formed — Robert  Pleasants, 
president;  and  also  the  New  Jersey  society,  which  had 
an  acting  committee  of  five  members  in  each  county 
in  the  state.  In  reference  to  these  societies,  I find  in 
the  “Anti-Slavery  Examiner,”  which  1 hold  in  my 
hand,  the  following: 

“Among  the  distinguished  individuals  who  were 
efficient  officers  of  these  abolition  societies,  and  dele- 
gates from  their  respective  state  societies  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  American  convention  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  slavery,  were  honorable  Uriah 
Tracy,  United  States  senator  from  Connecticut;  ho- 


norable Zephania  Swift,  chief  justice  of  the  same 
state;  honorable  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  attorney  general 
of  the  United  States;  honorable  James  A.  Bayard, 
United  States  senator  from  Delaware;  Governor 
Bloomfield,  of  New  Jersey;  hon.  William  Rawle, 
the  late  venerable  head  of  the  Philadelphia  bar; 
Messrs.  Foster  and  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island; 
Messrs.  Ridgley,  Buchanan  and  Wilkinson,  of  Mary- 
land; and  Messrs.  Pleasants,  McLean  and  Anthony, 
of  Virginia. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  principles  and  ob- 
jects of  these  societies,  let  me  refer  briefly  to  the  con- 
stitution of  two  of  them,  and  the  memorials  to  con- 
gress of  two  others.  The  following  is  the  preamble 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Pennsylvania  society: 

“It  having  pleased  the  Creator  of  the  world  to 
make  of  one  flesh  all  the  children  of  men,  it  becomes 
them  to  consult  and  promote  each  other's  happiness,  as 
members  of  the  same  family,  however  diversified  they  # 
may  be  by  color,  situation,  religion,  or  different  states 
of  society.  It  is  more  especially  the  duty  of  those 
persons  who  profess  to  maintain  for  themselves  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  and  who  acknowledge  the 
obligations  of  Christianity,  to  use  such  means  as  are 
in  their  power  to  extend  the  blessings  of  freedom  to 
every  part  of  the  human  race  and  in  a more  particu- 
lar manner  to  such  of  their  fellow  creatures  as  are 
entitled  to  freedom  by  the  laws  and  constitutions  of 
any  of  the  United  States,  and  who,  notwithstanding, 
are  detained  in  bondage  by  fraud  or  violence.  From 
a full  conviction  of  the  truth  and  obligations  of  these 
principles — from  a desire  to  diffuse  them  wherever 
the  miseries  and  vices  of  slavery  exist,  and  in  hum- 
ble confidence  of  the  favor  and  support  of  the  Father 
of  mankind,  the  subscribers  have  associated  them- 
selves under  the  title  of  the  ‘Pennsylvania  society 
for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  relief 
of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage.”’ 

The  following  is  part  of  the  preamble  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  New  Jersey  society: 

“It  is  our  boast  that  we  live  under  a government 
wherein  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  are 
recognised  as  the  universal  rights  of  man.  We  abhor 
that  inconsistent,  illiberal  and  interested  policy  which 
withholds  those  rights  from  an  unfortunate  and  de- 
graded class  of  our  fellow  creatures.” 

The  Connecticut  and  Virginia  societies  sent  me- 
morials to  congress.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  the  former: 

“From  a sober  conviction  of  the  unrighteousness 
of  slavery,  your  petitioners  have  long  beheld  with 
grief  our  fellow  men  doomed  to  perpetual  bondage  in 
a country  which  boasts  of  her  freedom.  Your  peti- 
tioners were  led  by  motives,  we  conceive,  of  general 
philanthropy  (now  it  is  “fanaticism”)  to  associate 
ourselves  together  for  the  protection  and  assistance 
of  this  unfortunate  part  of  our  fellow  men.” 

The  memorial  of  the  Virginia  society  is  headed, 
“The  memorial  of  the  Virginia  society  for  promoting 
the  abolition  of  slavery.”  The  following  is  an  extract: 

Your  memorialists  fully  believing  that  slavery  is 
not  only  an  odious  degradation,  but  an  outrageous 
violation  of  one  of  the  most  essential  rights  of  human 
nature,  and  utterly  repugnant  to  the  precepts  of  the 
gospel,”  Sfc. 

It  would  seem  to  be  an  appropriate  closing  of  this 
mass  of  testimony  to  read,  as  I will  now  beg  permis- 
sion to  do,  an  extract  from  a sermon  of  President 
Edwards,  the  younger,  preached  before  the  Connecti- 
cut Abolition  society,  September  15,  1791. 

“Thirty  years  ago  (said  he)  scarcely  a man  in  this 
country  thought  either  the  slave-trade  or  the  slavery 
of  negroes  to  be  wrong;  but  now',  how  many  and  able 
advocates,  in  private  life,  in  our  legislatures,  and  in 
congress,  have  appeared,  and  openly  and  irrefragably 
pleaded  the  rights  of  humanity,  in  this  as  well  as 
other  instances?  And  if  we  judge  of  the  future  by 
the  past,  within  fifty  years  from  this  time  (the  fifty 
years  are  about  expiring!)  it  will  be  as  shameful  for 
a man  to  hold  a negro  slave  as  to  be  guilty  of  com- 
mon robbery  or  theft.” 

Upon  the  testimony  thus  presented,  I cannot,  Mr. 
Speaker,  find  time  lor  an  extended  commentary. 
Nor  do  I deem  it  necessary.  It  seems  to  me  impos- 
sible that  it  should  have  failed  to  convince  all  who 
have  heard  it,  that,  so  far  from  there  having  been  an 
implied  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  free  states  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  should  not  be  agitated,  there  arose 
necessarily,  from  the  common  sentiment  of  that  period 
in  regard  to  slavery,  from  the  perfect  freedom  with 
which  it  was  every  where  assailed,  and  from  the 
general  expectation  of  its  speedy  abolition,  an  impli- 
ed pledge  on  the  part  of  the  slave  states  that  no  ob- 
stacles should  be  interposed  to  the  freest  action  of 
public  sentiment  in  regard  to  it;  but  that  they  would, 
in  fact,  continue  to  co-operate,  as  they  w'ere  then  co- 
operating, with  the  philanthropists  of  the  north,  in 
producing  a public  sentiment  that  should,  “at  no  dis- 
tant day,”  put  an  end  to  the  evil. 

[to  be  concluded  in  our  nf.xt.] 
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The  Amistad  Africans.  The  Emancipator  states 
that  the  efforts  to  tnake  up  sufficient  funds  to  teconvey 
those  foreigners  to  their  own  country  have  failed.  An 
application  was  made  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  the  co-operation  of  the  general  government.— 
By  the  original  decree  of  the  circuit  court  (against  which 
the  claimants  appealed)  it  was  ordered  that  “these  Af- 
ricans be  delivered  to  the  executive  for  the  purpose  of 
beingsent  to  their  own  country,  under  the  act  of; con- 
gress of  1818  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.” 

To  this  application  the  following  reply  was  received 
from  the  acting  secretary  of  state:  _ 

"Department  of  state,  Washington,  Gth  October , 1841. 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  president  to  inform  you 
that  he  knows  of  no  provision  of  law  to  cover  the  case 
presented  in  vour  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state,  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  and  further,  that  there  is  no  ship  of  war  at  pre- 
sent destined  to  the  coast  ot  Africa. 

The  president  regrets  this  state  of  things,  as  it  de- 
prives hinr  of  the  pleasure  which  he  would  otherwise 
have  in  aiding  the  unfortunate  Africans  to  return  to  their 
native  country.  I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obd’t  ser- 
vant, (Signed) 

FLETCHER  WEBSTER,  acting  secretary. 

Lewis  Tappan,  esq.  New  York .” 

Bank  Items.  An  assignment  was  made  by  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  their  post  notes  given  to  the  Philadelphia  banks. 
The  National  Gazette  contains  a list  of  the  securities  as- 
signed to  redeem  the  circulating  notes,  post  notes,  other 
than  those  secured  by  the  assignment  above  referred  to, 
debts  due  state  banks,  and  the  depositors.  These 
amounted  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  to  <57.3-18,731,  and  of 
these  the  National  Gazette  estimates  more  than  5,000,000 
dollars  to  remain  unpaid,  while  the  Philadelphia  Gazette 
reduces  the  amount  to  3,600,000.  Be  this  as  it  may  says 
the  New  York  American,  “a  glance  at  the  list,  will  abun- 
dantly satisfy  every  businessman,  that  the  securities  will 
not  pay  50  cents  per  dollar  on  the  claims.  The  valua- 
tions made  in  the  table  of  the  editors  of  the  National  Ga- 
zette, are  far  above  the  amount  that  could  be  immediate- 
ly realized  from  them,  as  many  of  the  slocks  are  utterly 
unsaleable,  except  in  very  small  lots  to  fulfil  speculative 
contracts;  and  the  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  bills  re- 
ceivable, if  worth  any  thing  at  all,  can  only  be  made 
available  at  a future  period,  perhaps  many  years  hence.” 

After  giving  an  abstract  from  the  list  assigned,  the 
same  p iper  adds,  “under  the  best  circumstances,  scarce- 
ly $2  000  000  can  be  realized  from  these  assets,  and  con- 
sequently the  balance  of  1,500,000  to  3,000,000  will  still 
remain  a charge  on  the  property  under  the  general  as- 
signment— and  to  this  must  be  added,  a probable  balance 
due  the  Philadelphia  City  banks,  as  the  property  assign- 
ed to  cover  them,  is  universally  considered  insufficient; 
and  also  any  reclamations  which  may  be  made  from 
Europe,  for  balances  of  the  bonds  due  there,  which  the 
stocks  pledged  have  not  been  sufficient  to  satisfy,  and 
which,  if  the  stocks  were  sold  at  present  prices,  would 
be  rising  $5,000,000.  We  leave  our  readers  to  judge 
from  these  facts,  what  chance  there  is  for  the  creditors  of 
the  bank — we  say  nothing  for  the  stockholders,  as  we 
believe,  that  for  a long  time  past,  their  cause  has  been 
allowed  to  be  hopeless.’’  The  editor  further  expresses 
his  persuasion  that  the  money  with  which  Mr.  Jaudon 
paid  the  interest  due  this  month  in  London,  was  raised 
by  the  sale  in  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  markets, 
of  the  notes  of  the  bank  at  least  to  the  amount  of  $156, 540. 

Meantime  the  United  States  have  brought  suit  against 
the  institution  for  the  balance  due  to  the  government — 
say  8350,000— and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  government 
will  be  found  to  have  preference  of  all  assignments. 

The  stock  of  this  bank  is  now  quoted  at  $3f  to  $4  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  the  notes  at  56  per 
cent,  discount. 

Letters  from  London  slate  that  Mr.  Jaudon  has  paid 
the  interest  on  the  debentures,  held  in  England,  and  lias 
gone  on  the  continent  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Monday,  P.  M.  says:  The 
brokers  refuse  to  buy  tire  bills  of  the  bank  of  Orleans  and 
of  the  Commercial  bank  of  Buffalo  this  morning,  except 
at  exhorbilant  rates;  those  banks  having  failed  to  redeem 
their  issues  at  Albany. 

The  Philadelphia  Pennsylvanian  says:  We  under- 
stand that  several  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  refuse 
to  receive  in  payment  the  notes  issued  by  the  Towanda 
bank,  the  Erie  bank,  and  one  of  the  Berks  county 
banks.  Even  the  small  notes  of  these  banks  are  re- 
fused. 

Broken  banks.  The  comptroller  of  the  state  gives  no- 
tice that  the  bills  of  the  following  broken  banks  will  be 
redeemed  at  the  office  of  the  bank  department,  at  the 
times  and  at  the  rate  mentioned  below 

1841,  1 Nov.  bills  of  the  United  States  bank  of  Buffalo, 
at  77  per  cent. 

1841,  3 Nov.  bills  of  the  Union  bank  of  Buffalo,  at  81 
per  cent. 

1841,  8 Nov.  bills  of  Merchants’  Exchange  bank  of 
Buffalo,  secured  by  public  stocks,  81  per  cent.;  secured 
by  stocks  and  real  estate,  65  per  cent. 

[New  York  paper 

Belfast.  Ireland,  in  1831  had  not  62,000  inhabitants, 
according  to  recent  census  it  now  has  100,000,  Increase 
63  per  cent  in  10  years 

Cattle  in  the  West.  The  St.  Louis  Republican 
states  that  5,000  head  of  cattle,  raised  i:i  Knox  county, 
Illinois,  bordering  on  Peoria,  in  the  west,  recently  left 


that  place,  bound  to  Ohio,  for  sale.  Half  a dozen  years 
ago,  the  same  county  used  to  bring  cattle  from  Ohio. 
This  export  from  Knox  county,  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
fruits  of  its  agricultural  society. 

Cotton.  For  particulars  in  the  Liverpool  market,  see 
the  foreign  articles  page  129. 

New  Orleans  Market,  Oct.  16.  The  sales  of  the  week 
are  9,300  bales  at  for  midlingto  12i.cts.  for  good  and 
fine. 

The  Liverpool  cotton  market,  that  great  barometer  of 
the  manufactures  of  England,  continues  in  a stagnant 
state.  There  has,  however,  been  a slight  improvement 
during  the  last  week  of  September,  the  sales  during 
which  amount  to  27,120  hags,  of  which  about  a fourth 
have  been  taken  on  speculation  and  for  export. 

The  effect  has  been  slightly  favorable  to  our  home 
markets  for  the  article. 

Deaths  During  the  last  week  in  New  York  18S,  ol 
which  35  were  by  consumption.  In  Philadelphia  101,  of 
which  28  were  under  two  years,  and  16  died  of  con- 
sumption. In  Baltimore 46,  of  which  16  were  under  two 
years — six  were  free  colored,  and  two  slaves. 

Amongt  the  deaths  reported  last  week,  is  one  at  Far- 
mington, Massachusetts.  A young  man  named  Henry 
Coolidge,  ot  that  place,  having  shaved  the  face  of  his 
dead  father  previous  to  the  interment  of  the  corpse,  soon 
after  applied  the  same  razor  to  his  own  face.  Although 
his  lather  had  died  a natural  death,  and  nothing  at  all 
remarkable  had -been  observed  in  the  manner  of  his  dis- 
ease, the  face  and  head  of  the  son  began  to  swell  almost 
immediately  after  having  finished  the  operation  of  shav- 
ing, and  in  a short  time  he  was  himself  a corpse. 

The  Boston  Atlas  says:  Such  cases  of  extreme  irrita- 
tion, though  rare,  are  not  unprecedented,  although  the 
explanation  of  such  phenomena  is  by  no  means  easy. — - 
In  the  present  case,  the  absorption  of  virus  from  the  dead 
body  seems  almost  impossible,  though  there  is  no  other 
manner  in  which  we  can  at  all  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  violent  irritation  which  followed  the  use  of  the  razor, 
and  its  fatal  effects. 

New  Orleans.  On  the  10th,  19  by  yellow  fever;  on  the 
14th,  20,  of  which  12  by  the  fever;  on  the  16th,  20  deaths 
16  of  the  fever;  on  the  17th,  20,  of  which  16  by  fever;  on 
the  18th  and  19th,  there  were  41  deaths,  of  which  25 
were  by  Yellow  fever. 

For  the  week  ending  the  16th,  151  deaths,  of  which  93 
were  of  yellow  fever. 

General  Thomas  Cadwalader,  died  at  his  residence 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  aged  61. 

Edward  W.  Lewis,  for  several  years  clerk  in  the  2d  au- 
ditor’s office  Washington,  aged.  41. 

Edwards,  the  forger,  it  appears  played  off  a curious 
farce  in  London,  aside  from  fleecing  the  old  earl  out  of 
his  $1,000.  We  have  seen  a gentleman  who  was  a re- 
sident in  London  at  the  time,  who  gives  the  following  de- 
tails of  an  occurrenence,  which  will  give  a little  insight 
into  the  “colonel’s’’  private  operations.  His  public  ones 
are  already  conspicuous  before  the  world.  Edwards 
hoarded  last  summer  at  Long’s  hotel,  Bond  street,  Lon- 
don, about  six  weeks.  He  had  a friend,  col.  Winfrey, 
with  him,  and  their  joint  bill  amounted  to  £150.  They 
lived  sumptuously  every  day,  but  when  called  upon  for 
payment,  their  hesitation  led  to  some  inquiries  of  the 
American  and  Texian  ambassadors.  An  expose  took 
place  which  resulted  in  col.  Edwards  leaving  for  France, 
and  col.  Winfrey  for  New  York,  in  the  ship  Ontario  last 
January.  He  was  accompanied  by  a female  companion, 
who  passed  as  Mrs.  W.  Doubtless  they  are  now  preying 
upon  the  unsuspecting  under  a disguise  in  some  portion 
of  the  country.  [Phil.  N.  Amer. 

Exchanges.  New  York  on  London  9g  a 10  premium; 
on  France  5f.  17  j a 1-SJ;  on  Boston  par  to  j;  Philadel- 
phia 2jf  a 3;  Baltimore  2 a 2|;  Raleigh  and  Wilmington, 
N.  C 3;  a 4;  Charleston  I j a lj;  interior  of  S.  C.  2 ’ a 
3;  Savannah  23;  Mobile  7j;  interior  of  Alabama  8 a 9; 
New  Orleans  2f;  St.  Louis  9|;  Louisville  6|;  Cincinnati 
9;  Nashville  10g. 

An  Estate.  The  New  Orleans  Crescent,  says:  Col. 
Wood,  late  representative  for  the  city  of  Natchez,  has 
sailed  to  England  with  documents  sufficient  to  prove  him 
the  rightful  heir  to  the  great  Wood  estate.  The  colonel 
will  only  be  worth  about  $13,000,000. 

Florida.  A letter  from  Tampa,  October  18,  to  the 
editor  of  the  New  York  American  says — “Alligator  has 
this  moment  got  in.  I have  just  returned  from  head 
quarters,  and  have  once  more  favorable  news.  Nee'tli- 
la-Mathla,  the  chief  of  the  Mieasoukies,  and  brother  of 
Tiger-Tail,  is  within  a few  miles  of  this,  and  coming  in. 
All  the  Mieasoukies  are  coming.  They  have  been  visit- 
ed with  the  sickness  that  has  so  ravaged  the  gulph  coast. 
Wagons  are  to  be  sent  out  to  bring  in  their  sick.  Tiger- 
Tail  is  lame,  and  has  also  to  be  brought  in.  This  done,  a 
deputation  will  then  be  sent  to  the  Creeks  on  our  borders, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  example  of  the  Miscasou- 
kies  will  bring  them  in  also;  when  all  our  northern  fron- 
tiers will  be  left  clear,  and  no  enemy  between  you  and 
me.  The  whole  force  will  then  be  directed  against  Sam 
Jones.” 

[Sam  Jones  is  supposed  to  have  about  2,000  Semi- 
noles,  of  which  250  are  warriors  with  which  he  occupies 
the  everglades — and  against  which  a formidable  demon- 
stration is  now  making.] 

Later.  The  U.  S.  steamer  Gen.  Taylor,  arrived  at 
Savannah  on  the  25  h from  Florida.  A passenger  states 
that  Tigertail  and  most  of  his  band,  about  iOOTndians, 
have  been  induced  by  Alligator  to  come  into  Tampa — 
where  they  are  safe  under  the  care  of  Col.  Worth.  Alli- 


gator is  one  of  the  Indians  recently  arrived  in  the  terri- 
tory from  Arkansas,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  liis 
brethren  to  emigrate  to  that  country. 

Information  from  Tampa  to  the  14th. — Colonel  Worth 
had  shipped  250  Indians  to  tire  west,  amongst  them,  was 
Coacoochee  and  his  entire  band,  Hospitaki  and  eightv-five 
ot  his  band,  and  a considerable  portion  of  Halleck’s  peo- 
ple; and  that  arrangements  are  in  rapid  progress  for  ex- 
tensive and  energetic  winter  operations. 

Flour  now  sells  in  Baltimore  at  $6.  The  inspections 
of  last  week  in  Baltimore  were  13,183  barrels,  1,070  half 
barrels. 

At  Philadelphia  $6L 

At  Mobile  price  $7j. 

At  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  $6§. 

At  Cincinnati  $5. 

At  Rio  Janeiro,  2d  Sept,  stock  of  flour  on  hand  40,000 
barrels;  receipts  during  July  12,000  barrels— mostly  from 
the  United  States;  1,500  from  Europe.  Richmond  city 
mills  brought  16H600;  fresh  flour  15H750;  Baltimore 
1111750. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  estimates  the 
stock  of  flour  now  in  store  in  that  city  at  150,000  barrels 
against  50,U00  barrels  at  this  time  last  year. 

Twenty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  and  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  barrels  of  flour  were  received  in  Buffalo  on 
Friday  the  22 J inst. 

During  the  third  week  in  October  the  quantity  of  flour 
delivered  from  the  Erie  canal  at  Albany  and  Troy,  was 
62,740  brls.  and  of  wheat  47,608  bushels. 

Alexander  McLeod.  A public  dinner  was  given 
by  citizens  of  Montreal  to  this  fortuitous  great  man,  upon 
his  arrival  there.  They  are  welcome  to  make  as  much 
as  they  can  of  him. 

Tiie  Montreal  Courier  says:  The  noble  manner  in 
which  Mr.  McLeod’s  case  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, United  States  district  attorney,  has  called  forth  a ge- 
neral expression  of  approbation,  and  it  is  felt  that  it  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  that  gentleman  are  common  to 
many  of  his  countrymen,  there  can  be  little  danger  of 
hostilities  arising  between  the  two  countries.  The  cor- 
respondent of  the  Herald,  writing  from  Utica,  notices  the 
generous  warmth  manifested  by  the  counsel,  and  infers 
from  it  “that  the  animosity  which  we  believed  to  exist  in 
the  United  States  against  England  and  Englishmen  is 
not  so  acrimonious  as  we  fancy.” 

The  correspondent  of  the  St.  Catherine’s  Journal, 
writing  while  the  trial  was  still  going  on,  says:  “Now, 
as  to  the  jury,  a more  intelligent,  upright  and  honest  set 
of  men  could  not  be  selected  within  the  limits  of  this 
continent.  They  are,  to  a man,  religious  and  members 
of  the  temperance  society;  this  I know,  for  they  all  occupy 
a room  adjoining  rny  own,  at  the  Temperance  House  in 
this  city.  And  further,  in  relation  to  the  attending  the 
trial,  I have  not  seen  as  much  confusion  or  disturbance, 
or  any  indications  of  the  like  nature,  as  would  cause  an- 
noyance to  the  most  devout  worshippers  in  any  Chris- 
tian meeting  that  I ever  attended,  and  it  is  so  very  diffe- 
rent from  what  I anticipated  that  I have  no  words  to  ex- 
press my  admiration  and  feelings  upon  the  subject;  and 
I have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  I do  not  believe 
that  a more  fair  and  impartial  investigation  in  a cause 
of  life  and  death,  was  ever  held  in  any  country.” 

Sfecie.  The  London  packet  ship  Quebec,  from  New 
York,  took  out  $272,000  in  specie,  the  Garrick  for  Liver- 
pool $85,500;  and  the  Iowa  for  Havre  $82,000. 

Stocks.  Prices  at  New  York.  Illinois  6’s  42;  Indiana 
sterling  and  dollar  bonds  45|a465,  Farmers  Trust  40J; 
U.  Stales  bank  of  Pennsylvania  4a4|;  (the  latter  is  quot- 
ed at  Philadelphia  on  the  22d,  at  35a3j);  Ohio  6’s  91; 
Kentucky  6’s  81 5. 

In  England.  The  American  stock  market  remained,  on 
the  5th  inst.  in  a stale  of  depression  and  inactivity,  and 
except  for  N.  York  and  Ohio  state  stocks,  and  U.  S.  bank 
shares,  in  which  occasional  transactions  occur,  our  quo- 
tations must  be  considered  as  nominal.  Illinois  sterling 
bonds.  6 per  cent.  1870,  50.  Indiana  do.  5 per  cent. 
1863,  50.  Louisiana  do  five  per  cent.  77.  Maryland  do. 
5 per  cent.  73  New  York  state  5.  percent.  1S45  to  I860, 
78  to  79  ex.  d i v.  Ohio  6 per  cent.  1850  to  1SGJ.  85  to  86. 
Pennsylvania  5 per  cent-  1854  to  1865,  65.  Massachu- 
setts 5 per  cent.  1863,  95.  United  States  bank  shares 
£1  5s.  to  £1  15s. 

'Tea.  The  export  of  tea  from  Canton  to  the  United 
States,  from  30Ji  June,  1810,  to  30th  June,  1841,  was 
85,000  chests. 


Todacco.  Liverpool,  2d  Oct.  The  sales  of  the  month 
of  September  consisted  of  141  hogsheads  Virginia 
leaf,  113  strips  do.,  270  Kentucky  leaf,  481  do.  strips, 
15  Maryland— total  1,053,  being  the  largest  month  since 
March,  when  1,833  hds.  were  sold. 

The  imports  of  this  year  have  been  - - 8.670 
Same  period  of  1810  -------  6,493 


Increase  ------  2,172 

The  quality  being  better  than  usual  prices  will  be  main- 
tained, as  follows:  James  River  leaf  faded  2|  a 3;  ordinary 
sound  4;  middling  5;  good  5|  a 6;  fine  6 a 6|;  James 
River  strips,  laded  3;  ordinary  sound  5 a 5i;  middling  5 
a 5g;  good  Gg  a 7j;  fine  S;  Kentucky  leaf  3 a 6;  strips 
6 a 7. 

The  inspections  of  last  week  at  Baltimore,  consisted 
of  702  hds.  Maryland  and  9S  Ohio. 

Wheat.  A slight  advance  has  taken  place  in  prices; 
Maryland  red  is  at  115  to  125:  Pennsylvania  red  126  to 
128. 
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Living  in  England.  The  London  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  describes  a 
scene  in  the  house  of  commons,  which  developes  a 
most  shocking  state  of  suffering  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Sherman  Crawford,  member  for  Rochdale, 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  Sir  Robert  Peel  the  ne- 
cessity of  bringing  forward  some  immediate  measures 
of  relief  for  the  working  population,  and  in  support 
of  his  entreaty  he  made  the  following  truly  thrilling 
statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
people  of  the  town  which  he  represented: 

s.  d. 


136  families  lived  upon,  per  head,  per  week,  6 


291 

do 

10 

598 

do 

1 

1,855 

do 

1 6 

1,500 

do 

1 9 

812 

do 

2 2 

Total  visited  5,242 — five-sixths  of  whom  had  hard- 
ly a blanket — 85  families  were  without  a blanket — 
and  47  families  slept  on  chalf-beds  and  wood  shav- 
ings. 

The  premier  very  coolly  replied  that  though  he 
regretted  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  yet  legislation 
could  not  provide  a sudden  remedy  for  such  distres- 
ses, and  it  would  be  countenancing  a vague  delusion 
to  imagine  otherwise. 

Mr.  Thornly  showed  the  folly,  ignorance  or  heart- 
lessness of  this  declaration,  and  said  that  he  had 
looked  that  morning  at  a statement  which  was  given 
of  the  state  of  the  cotton  trade.  He  found  that  in 

1840  the  consumption  was  23,388  bales,  while  in 

1841  it  was  19,384 — being  a reduction  of  one-sixth. 
Had  the  measure  of  the  late  ministry  been  adopted, 
a great  improvement,  it  was  admitted  by  all  practi- 
cal men,  of  all  parties,  must  have  ensued  in  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  the  country.  Foreign 
wheat  was  then  at  one  shilling  duty,  and  1,600,000 
was  in  bond,  which  at  8s.  duty  would  yield  .£640,000 
— but  at  Is.  would  yield  only  £80,000.  Thus  had 
the  fixed  duty  been  in  existence,  the  revenue  would 
have  been  benefited  to  half  a million,  while  one 
shilling  more  would  not  have  been  charged  to  the 
consumer. 

This  statement  told  well  with  the  house,  but  a mo- 
tion to  enter  into  a consideration  of  the  question 
was  lost  by  136  to  22.  The  supplies  were  then  en- 
tertained, and  £1,727,432  voted.  Among  the  items 
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most  interesting  to  your  readers  were  £54,000  for 
services  in  Canada;  £9,447  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Indian  departments  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada; 
£200  for  the  military  estimates  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
Sable  Island;  £5,795  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
ecclesiastical  establishments  in  the  British  North 
American  provinces;  £12,500  for  the  maintenance  of 
captive  negroes;  £15,000  for  promoting  the  moral 
and  religious  institution  of  emancipated  negroes;  and 
£19,000  for  defraying  the  Niger  expedition;  £19,600 
towards  the  foreign  service  money;  £15,000  for  pub- 
lic education  in  England;  ditto  for  Ireland;  £6,000 
for  the  subsistence  of  Polish  refugees;  £10,000  for 
taking  the  census  in  Ireland  and  £58,000  for  com- 
pensation to  British  merchants  for  the  loss  of  book 
debts  and  merchandise  in  the  Spanish  war  of  1804. 

MEXICO. 

The  Vera  Cruz  dates  are  to  the  8th  October. 

Santa  Ana,  having  arrived  at  the  capital  with  his 
troops,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  September,  about  3 
o’clock,  captured  by  assault  the  fort  of  San  Francis- 
co, one  of  the  strongest  holds  of  Bustamente,  and 
also  the  fort  of  St.  Geronimo.  Most  of  the  officers 
and  men  captured,  immediately  enrolled  themselves 
among  Santa  Ana’s  party. 

On  the  3d,  President  Bustamente,  with  1,500  in- 
fantry and  500  cavalry,  attacked  one  of  the  posts  of 
Santa  Ana,  but  being  resisted  by  400  men  of  the 
corps  of  Puebla  and  Largas,  was  repulsed  with  great 
loss,  and  retired,  leaving  on  the  ground  his  killed 
and  wounded. 

General  Galindo,  on.  the  same  day,  with  700  men, 
abandoned  the  cause  of  Bustamente  and  joined  Santa 
Ana.  The  Censor  says,  that  at  the  last  accounts 
general  Santa  Ana  had  completed  the  beseiging  line 
around  the  capital,  with  the  prospect  of  its  early  sur- 
re»der. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


CONSUL.  The  president,  on  the  23  Oct.  pub- 
lically  recognises  Samuel  G.  Taylor,  as  consul  of 
the  republic  of  Texas  for  Norfolk,  Va. 

DIPLOMATIC  ITEMS.  Robert  Walsh,  jr.  se- 
cretary of  Legation  to  Brazil,  goes  out  as  a passenger 
in  the  U.  S.  ship  Delaware,  to  his  official  destination. 

Among  the  passengers  in  the  barque  Eugenia,  just 
sailed  from  New  York  for  Vera  Cruz,  is  Brantz 
Mayer,  esq.  secretary  of  Legation  to  Mexico. 

The  Lima  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Republi- 
can, writes  that  Stanhope  Prevost,  esq.  U.  S.  con- 
sul for  Lima,  has  been  married  within  a few  days 
past  to  Dona  Rosario  Moreira,  of  the  city.  She  is 
an  interesting  lady,  and  of  a most  excellent  family. 
Mr.  Prevost  is  a New  Yorker,  but  has  been  resident 
for  many  years  in  this  city.  He  accompanied  his 
father,  the  late  judge  Prevost,  who  came  to  this 
country  eighteen  to  twenty  years  since,  as  our  charge 
de  affaires,  and  died  here. 

James  C.  Pickett,  esq.  is  our  present  charge  in. 
Peru.  He  was  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  at 
Washington;  is  a man  of  very  respectable  talents, 
and  is  much  respected  by  the  people  and  government, 
as  well  as  by  the  foreign  diplomatic  corps  here.  He 
is  at  present  in  correspondence  with  this  government 
on  rather  a novel  subject  of  discussion:  Several  rob- 

beries and  murders  have  been  committed  recently  in 
this  city  and  vicinity;  and  among  those  apprehended 
on  suspicion  of  being  the  perpetrators,  are  some  vaga- 
bond Americans  and  English,  whites  as  well  as  blacks. 
To  save  the  trouble  of  hunting  up  evidence  against 
them,  the  authorities  here  have  resorted  to  the  more 
convenient  mode  of  putting  them  to  the  torture,  to  force 
confessionals  of  their  guilt!  To  save  themselves  for 
the  moment  from  being  scourged  to  death,  the  poor 
wretches  did  confess;  although  it  is  extremely  doubt- 
ful whether  they  are  all  guilty,  to  say  the  least. 

It  is  against  this  barbarous  act  of  subjecting  sus- 
pected individuals  to  the  torture — of  punishing  an  ac- 
cused person  before  trial — that  Mr.  Pickett  has  very 
properly  protested.  Although  the  enormities  of  the 
inquisition  are  abhorred  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
yet  here  we  find  one  of  its  most  shocking  barbarities 
practised  by  the  civil  tribunals. 

APPOINTED.  On  the  5th  ultimo,  St.  Clair  Den- 
ny, late  captain  in  the  United  States  army,  to  be  pay- 
master in  the  place  of  Elbert  Herring  esq.  removed. 


TREASURY  NOTES.  Treasury  department,  No- 
vember 3,  1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837, 
1838,  1839, 1840  $26, 681, 337  53 

Redeemed  of  that  amount  24,924,725  64 


Leaving  outstanding  $1,756,611  89 

Issued  under  act  of  February  15, 

1841,  viz: 

Prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  673,681  32 
Since  the  4th  of  March,  5,349,165  58 


Making  6,022,846  90 

Returned  of  that  issue  407,753  00 
Leaving  outstanding  5,615,093  90 


Making  the  aggregate  outstanding  1st 

inst.  $7,371,705  79 

LOAN.  The  Boston  Courier  of  30th  ult.  says  the 
government  loan  (meaning,  we  suppose,  the  two  mil- 
lions last  advertised  for)  has  been  negotiated  by  the 
Merchants’  bank  in  that  city.  The  rate  of  interest 
allowed  is  six  per  cent,  pay  able  quarter  yearly  at  the 
bank,  and  the  bonds  reimbursable  in  three  years  from 
the  first  day  of  January  next.  Persons  desirous  of 
investing  can  obtain  certificates  for  any  amount, 
from  $1,000  and  upwards. 

UNION  WITH  TEXAS  PROPOSED.  “We 
have  reason  to  believe,”  says  the  Natchez  Free  Trad- 
er, “from  some  advices,  that  a new  proposition  rela- 
tive to  the  union  of  Texas  with  this  couutry  will  be 
brought  forward  by  a distinguished  gentleman  at  the 
next  session  of  congress  under  very  favorable  aus- 
pices.” 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  REVENUE— We  un- 
derstand, says  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  that  the 
chamber  of' commerce  and  the  insurance  companies 
of  Philadelphia,  have  addressed  a memorial  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  suggesting  the  employment 
of  a steam  ship  as  a revenue  cutter,  on  the  waters  of 
the  Delaware,  as  the  most  certain  mode  of  protecting 
the  revenue,  and  at  the  same  time  of  affording  relief 
to  vessels  on  the  coast,  in  the  winter  season,  in  situa- 
tions where  they  could  only  be  approached  by  a 
steam  vessel.  To  this  memorial  the  secretary  has 
promptly  responded  by  assuring  the  memorialists  that 
their  representation  would  receive  respectful  atten- 
tion. 

THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE.  A case  is 
under  trial  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  (judges  Bald- 
win and  Hopkinson ),  of  which  a full  report  could  not 
fail  to  be  edifying  and  instructive  as  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  general  post  office  under 
the  presidency  of  General  Jackson,  when  so  much 
eonfusion  reigned  in  its  affairs,  in  consequence  of  the 
lavish  waste  of  the  revenue  of  the  office  in  extra  al- 
lowances to  contractors,  &c.  The  following  state- 
ment of  the  case  under  trial  is  furnished  by  the  Na- 
tional Gazette:  [Nat,  Int. 

United  States  circuit  court — October  27. 

United  States,  vs.  Reeside.  This  case  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  court  during  the  whole  of  the  day. 
In  the  course  of  yesterday  and  to-day  a large  number 
of  witnesses  were  examined  for  the  United  States. 
This  is  a suit  brought  to  recover  from  the  defendant, 
the  well  known  mail  contractor,  a balance  of  moneys 
overpaid,  amounting  in  all  to  $32,709  62.  This  sum 
is  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  United  States.  To  this 
Mr.  Reeside  sets  up  a claim  fora  much  larger  amount, 
though  the  exact  sum  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the 
defence  is  heard.  Counsel  for  the  United  States, 
John  M.  Read,  esq.  and  John  Cadwallader,  esq.  for  Mr. 
Reeside,  R.  S.  Coxe,  esq.  M.  St,  Clair  Clarke,  esq. 
W.  M.  Meredith,  esq.  C.  £ Ingersell,  esq.  and  C.  In- 
gersoll , esq. 

The  North  American  gives  a brief  outline  of  the 
testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  Samuel  L.  Gou- 
verneur,  (former  postmaster  of  the  city  of  N.  York), 
which  is  worth  copying: 

“With  regard  to  the  cash  payments  to  a large 
amount  alledged  to  have  been  made  by  the  govern- 
ment to  defendant,  it  was  proved  by  Mr.  Governeur 
that  there  were  payments  of  accommodation  paper 
! loaned  the  department  by  defendant  that  the  depart- 
I ment  had  sued  for  the  same  amounts;  and  that  the 
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postmaster  general  had  offered  to  credit  him  with  the 
amounts,  if  he  would  inform  whom  he  should  charge 
them  to;  he  also  stated  that  the  department  could  not 
raise  money  on  its  own  notes,  and  would  certainly 
have  failed  had  not  Mr.  Reeside  and  others  extended 
assistance  in  this  way.  The  credit  of  the  depart- 
ment was  bad,  and  to  any  extent.  I have  a letter 
from  the  department,  stating  they  would  he  bankrupt 
unless  I raised  them  $40,000  by  next  mail.  These 
drafts  of  Reeside’s  were  issued  in  batches,  and  I do 
not  believe  they  were  charged  on  any  books  of  the 
department.  As  to  the  mode  of  keeping  accounts,  I 
can  state,  from  own  knowledge,  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  and  preventing  an  investigation  by  the 
committees  of  congress,  then  expected.  Government  paid 
two  per  cent,  a month  for  the  use  of  the  money. — 
Under  Mr.  Barry  they  put  nothing  in  the  books — under 
Mr.  Kendall,  every  thing  thing  they  could  f.nd." 

SEIZURES  ON  THE  COAST  OF  AFRICA.— 

The  Salem  Register  publishes  a correspondence 
between  Mr.  Isaac  Chase,  American  consul  at  Cape 
Town,  Africa,  and  Rear  Admiral  King,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  British  naval  forces  on  that  station, 
relating  to  the  treatment  of  Captain  Webb,  of  the 
Salem  brig  Cherokee,  which  was  very  roughly  over- 
hauled some  time  ago  by  a boat  from  the  British 
brig  Curlew,  on  the  old  suspicion  of  being  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Chase  forwarded  a copy  of  Captain  Webb’s 
statement  to  Rear  Admiral  King  on  the  20th  of 
March.  The  answer,  which  is  all  that  could  be 
wished  or  expected,  we  give  below: 

II.  B.  M.  S.  Southampton  Simon's  bay,  March  23,  1841 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  to-day  your 
letter  of  the  20th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  report- 
ing the  reprehensible  conduct  of  an  officer  belonging 
to  her  majesty’s  brig  Curlew,  while  boarding  and 
examining  the  brig  “Cherokee,”  under  the  flag  of 
the  United  States,  and  feel  extreme  regret  that  any 
officer  under  my  orders  should  have  acted  in  the 
manner  complained  of  by  Mr,  Webb.  A strict  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter  shall  be  made  on  the  ear- 
liest opportunity;  and,  should  I find  the  complaint 
established,  I shall  certainly  inflict  a severe  reproof 
upon  the  offender,  my  instructions  to  the  squadron  on 
assuming  this  command  being  that  every  proper  mo- 
deration and  courtesy  should  be  observed  in  perform- 
ing the  unpleasant  duty  of  boarding  the  merchant 
vessels  of  friendly  nations,  and  especially  those  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  gratifying  for  me  to  observe  the  temperate 
language  used  by  Mr.  Webb  in  his  representation, 
and  the  friendly  consideration  you  have  expressed 
for  Lieut.  Ross,  while  bringing  the  subject  under  no- 
tice. I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  E.  D.  KING, 

Rear  admiral  and  commander-in-chief. 

THE  GROGAN  CORRESPONDENCE.  The 
Montpelier  Watchman  publishes  the  correspondence 
between  Governor  Jenison,  of  Vermont,  and  sir 
Richard  Jackson,  acting  governor  of  Canada,  on  the 
subject  of  the  arrest  of  James  W.  Grogan. 

Governor  Jenison  wrote  on  the  29th  of  September, 
briefly  describing  the  outrage,  and  requesting  imme- 
diate investigation  and  the  release  of  Grogan. 

Sir  Richard  Jackson  wrote  in  reply  on  the  6th  of 
October,  at  Kingston,  that  immediately  on  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  transaction,  and  before  receiving 
the  letter  of  Governor  Jenison,  he  had  directed  the 
matter  to  be  investigated,  with  orders  for  the  imme- 
diate release  of  Grogan,  if  it  should  appear  that  he 
had  been  seized  within  the  United  States. 

On  the  same  day  Sir  Richard  wrote  again,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Government  House,  Kingston,  October  6,  1841. 

Sir:  Since  I addressed  to  your  excellency  my  des- 
patch of  this  morning,  I have  received  from  the  law 
officer  of  the  crown  at  Montreal  a report,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  evidence  which  they  had  obtain- 
ed on  the  subject  proved  that  Grogan’s  arrest  took 
place,  as  was  alleged,  within  the  territory  of  the  U. 
States.  In  conformity,  therefore,  with  their  instruc- 
tions, they  had  taken  steps  for  setting  Grogan  at  li- 
berty, and  conveying  him  to  the  frontier  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  which  he  was  arrested.  I am  informed 
that  Grogan  left  Montreal  accordingly  on  the  4th 
instant. 

I beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  I shall  never- 
theless continue  the  investigation  which  I have  direct- 
ed; and  if  the  information  conveyed  to  your  excel- 
lency that  officers  or  soldiers  in  her  majesty’s  service 
were  implicated  in  this  affair  should  prove  correct,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  visit  the  offence  with  the  utmost  ri- 
gor. I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  R.  JACKSON. 

His  Excellency  S.  H.  Jenison. 

FAILURE  OF  THE  TREATY  NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH  THE  SACS  AND  FOXES.  The 


St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  19th  ult.  says:  “By  the  I 
return  of  Mr.  Crawford  and  other  gentlemen  from  I 
the  agency  of  the  Sioux  and  Foxes,  on  the  Iowa  line, 
we  learn  that  the  attempt  of  Gov.  Chamb'ers  and 
Gov.  Doty  to  treat  with  them  for  their  lands  within 
Iowa  territory  was  unsuccessful.  The  Indians  posi- 
tively refused  to  even  entertain  the  propositions  for 
a sale,  although  they  were  deemed  liberal.  A good 
deal  of  feeling  prevailed  amongst  the  citizens  in  the 
vicinity,  as  this  refusal  excludes  all  present  hopes  of 
enlarging  the  territory  of  Iowa,  and  leaves  the  fron- 
tier exposed  to  annoyance  from  the  Indians;  and  the 
Indians,  in  their  turn,  are  exposed  to  all  the  corrup- 
tions and  impositions  of  a frontier  settlement.  A 
company  of  dragoons  was  left  at  the  agency  to  pre- 
serve order  and  protect  the  Indians  for  a time.  Their 
annuities  for  two  years  past,  amounting  to  eighty-two 
thousand  dollars,  were  paid  them.” 

THE  ARMY. 

Deaths  in  Florida.  The  Savannah  Georgian, 
of  the  1st  inst.  brings  the  melancholy  intelligence 
that  it  is  very  sickly  at  St.  Augustine,  and  that  some 
of  our  officers  have  fallen  victims  to  fever. 

Major  Brown,  paymaster,  a promising  officer,  and 
son  of  the  late  Gen.  Brown,  of  the  army,  died  on  the 
24th  of  October. 

Captain  Garner,  of  the  3d  artillery,  died  at  Fico- 
lata  on  the  23d  October,  and  was  buried  on  the  24th 
ultimo. 

Colonel  Downing,  late  Delegate,  also  died  at  St. 
Augustine  on  the  24th  ultimo. 

Two  soldiers  have  also  died. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Newbern,  Capt.  McNulty,  ar- 
rived at  Savannah,  on  Saturday  the  30th  ult.  from 
Florida.  The  correspondents  of  the  Savannah  Repub- 
lican writes, 

St.  Augustine,  Oct.  26,  1841.  Gentlemen:  I have 
no  military  intelligence  to  give  you.  Our  latest  in- 
formation from  Tampa'is  favorable.  Lieut.  B.  Bragg 
and  his  company  E,  3d  artillery,  left  yesterday  morn- 
ing in  the  Gaston  for  Fort  Pierce.  To-morrow  the 
Chas.  Downiug  will  leave  for  New-Smyrna,  to  take 
capt.  J.  R.  Vinton’s  company  to  the  same  place. — 
These  movements  are  preparatory  to  a scout  in  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Samuel  Jones'  head  quarters,  if  his 
whereabouts  can  be  ascertained. 

Pilatka,  October  28,  1841.  Gentlemen:  We  have 
good  news  from  Tampa — very  good  news.  Tigertail 
with  a larger  proportion  of  his  people  has  come  in 
and  the  remainder  of  his  band  are  on  their  way  to 
Tampa.  Tigertail,  accompanied  by  Alligator,  w’ho 
has  recently  arrived  from  the  west,  has  gone  out  after 
those  who  broke  off  from  him. 

The  4th  infantry,  under  lieut.  col.  Garland,  has 
arrived  at  Tampa  with  an  important  Creek  chief. — 
This  regiment  has  gone  to  middle  Florida,  with  this 
chief  to  collect  in  the  refugee  Creeks  now  about  the 
Oc-lock-ney.  The  prospect  of  closing  the  war  con- 
tinues bright  and  a few  months  more  will  decide  the 
long  mooted  question.  In  haste,  yours,  §tc. 

THE  NAVY. 

Brooklyn  Dry  Dock.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  arrangements  are  making  in  the  navy  yard  for 
the  construction  of  the  long  contemplated  dry  dock. 

The  late  efficient  secretary  of  the  navy,  has  evi- 
dently made  an  excellent  selection  of  civil  engineer, 
Charles  H.  Courtenay,  esq.  a very  intelligent  and 
scientific  gentleman,  in  all  respects  worthy  the  best 
regard  of  our  citizens. 

The  business  of  making  contracts  is  devolved  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  upon  the  navy  agent, 
Robert  C.  Wetmore,  esq.  who  is  alone  responsible 
for  fidelity  in  this  department. 

The  dock  will  probably  be  completed  in  about  five 
years  with  an  expenditure  of  about  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  [ Brooklyn  Neios. 

From  the  Pacific.  Arrival  of  the  Constitution — 
old  Ironsides. — We  learn  from  the  United  States  Ga- 
zette that  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  (late  the  flag 
ship  of  the  lamented  commodore  Claxton,)  arrived 
in  Hampton  roads  on  Thursday  last,  110  days  from 
Lima,  Peru  via  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  45  days  from 
the  latter  place.  Mr.  DuPonte,  Brazilian  minister 
to  Peru,  came  passenger  in  the  Constitution  to  Rio 
de  Janeiro. 

The  Constitution  left  Callao  on  the  11th  of  July 
last.  The  U.  S.  ship  Dale,  and  schooner  Shark  ac- 
companied her  two  days  out.  The  Dale  returned  to 
Callao,  and  the  Shark  sailed  for  Valparaiso  and  Tal- 
cuhuana.  All  well. 

The  following  changes  of  officers  took  place  pre- 
vious to  the  vessels  separating — lieut.  James  E. 
Brown  exchanged  with  iieut.  W,  W.  Bleacher,  of 
the  Dale.  Lieut.  B.  exchanging  with  lieut.  W.  A. 
Wirts,  of  the  Shark;  lieut.  W.  joining  the  Constitu- 
tion. Passed  midshipman  M.  Hunt,  of  the  Shark, 
exchanged  with  midshipman  J.  Cooper,  of  the  C. 


Midshipman  J.  S.  Maury,  ordered  from  Shark  to 
Constitution.  Midshipman  W.  V/.  Polk  joined  the 
C.  from  the  store  ship  Relief.  The  R.  was  left  at 
Callao,  all  well.  The  St.  Louis  was  on  the  west 
coast  of  Mexico.  The  Yorktown  had  sailed  for 
Sandwich  islands. 

At  the  time  of  the  Constitution’s  leaving  Peru,  the 
political  state  of  the  country  was  quiet,  the  “Vevan- 
co  revolution”  having  been  put  down  by  gen.  Ga- 
marra  and  his  party,  with  the  army  at  their  command, 
might  hold  out  another  year,  though  the  opposition 
was  gaining  strength. 

A revolution  had  taken  place  in  Bolivia,  which  once 
more  placed  gen.  Santa  Cruz  as  president  of  that  re- 
public! 

The  Constitution  left  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  15th  of 
September;  left  there  the  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac, 
sloop  Marion  and  schooner  Enterprise,  all  well.—* 
The  two  latter  just  in  from  a cruise. 

Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely,  late  commander 
of  our  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  his  se- 
cretary G.  P.  Stevenson,  esq.  came  passengers  in 
the  Constitution  from  Rio  Janeiro. 

The  Constitution  has  been  in  commission  since 
January,  1839,  and  has  returned  home,  that  her  crew 
may  be  paid  off  and  discharged  at  the  expiration  of 
their  three  years’  enlistment.  Although  a large  num- 
ber of  her  crew’s  term  of  service  is  out,  there  should 
be  no  complaints,  as  the  term  expired,  generally,  on 
the  passage  home. 

We  are  glad  that  the  government  is  paying  atten- 
tion to  the  important  subject  of  having  our  vessels  of 
war  at  home  in  time  to  discharge  their  crews  when 
their  term  of  enlistment  (three  years)  has  expired. 
It  will  tend  to  make  the  naval  service  popular.  Our 
naval  service  is  one  of  voluntary  enlistment — there- 
fore, when  our  seamen  faithfully  comply  with  their 
contract  with  the  country,  the  government  should  not 
fail  in  theirs  with  the  seamen,  unless  under  very  ex- 
traordinary circumstances,  for  which  the  law  of  con- 
gress of  March  2d,  1837,  provides. 

The  C.  has  been  employed  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
West  Indies,  Brazil  and  Pacific  ocean — has  been  at 
sea  about  four  hundred  days,  and  sailed  over  50,000 
miles.  She  has  been  an  active  cruiser,  giving  pro- 
tection to  our  citizens  and  commerce  wherever  she 
went.  We  take  occasion  to  welcome  the  return  of 
the  favorite  old  ship,  and  hope  that  ere  long,  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  will  be  with  their  families  and  friends. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  now  on  board 
the  Constitution: 

Captain — Daniel  Turner,  esq. 

Commander — Edward  W.  Carpender. 

Lieutenants — Thomas  D.  Shaw,  1st;  Wm.  Smith, 
2d;  Peter  Turner,  3d;  William  A.  Wurts,  4th;  Alex- 
ander Gibson,  5th;  George  M.  McCreary,  6th. 

Surgeon — Thomas  Dillard. 

Purser — McKean  Buchanan. 

Acting  master — Lewis  C.  Sartori. 

Lieutenant  marines — Jabez  C.  Rich. 

* Acting  chaplain — JohnF.  Girard. 

Passed  midshipmen — M.  Plunt,  F.  S.  Haggerty. 

Assistant  surgeons — C.  Maxwell,  S.  Jackson. 

Midshipmen — W.  C.  B.  S.  Porter;  *C.  Smith;  C. 

R.  Jones;  S.  Bent;  T.  R.  Ivenlock;  J.  P.  McFarland; 
W.  W.  Roberts;  J.  S.  Maury;  C.  Hays;  A.  K. 
Hughes;  H.  S.  Arnold;  *W.  E.  Hopkins;  j.  Day;  R. 

S.  Renshaw;  W.  W.  Polk;  *E.  Simpson;  F.  P.  Whee- 
lock;  J.  F.  Sperry. 

Acting  master’s  mate — E.  F.  Olmstead. 

Captain’s  clerk — G.  Walker. 

Boatswain — R.  PI.  O’Neal. 

Gunner — G.  Newman. 

Carpenter — J.  Cahill. 

Sail  maker — N.  B.  Peed. 

Purser’s  assistant — William  C.  Cardwcdl. 

Note.  Those  officers  marked  thus  * joined  the 
Constitution  at  Rio  Janeiro,  from  the  United  States 
frigate  Potomac. 

Herald  office,  Norfolk,  Nov.  1,  G P.  M.  The  U.  S. 
ship  Cyane,  commander  Stribling,  bound  to  the  Pa- 
cific, got  under  way  from  the  naval  anchorage  on  the 
1st,  with  a fine  breeze,  and  proceeded  directly  to  sea. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  attached  to 
the  Cyane: 

C.  K.  Stribling,  esq.  commander. 

Lieutenants — J.  L.  Lardner,  Alberto  Griffith,  Rog- 
er Perry,  C.  C.  Barton,  B.  F.  Shattuck. 

Surgeon — George  Clymer. 

Purser — J.  D.  Gibson. 

Master — F.  E.  Baker. 

Assistant  surgeon — A.  T.  B.  Garnett. 

Midshipmen — Wm.  F.  Spicer,  1’.  B.  Brand,  W. 
D.  Whiting,  J.  A.  Forrest,  J.  K.  Wilson,  M.  P. 
Jones,  Wm.  R.  Thomas,  IP.  G.  D.  Brown,  Thomas 
Roney,  J.  PI.  Russell,  J.  M.  Brooke,  Charles  Latimer. 

Professor  of  mathematics — John  Clair. 

Captain’s  clerk — H.  Roberson. 

Master’s  mate — Alexander  Ramsay. 
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Boatswain — Elezur  Foster. 

Gunner — Wai.  H.  Myers. 
Carpenter — James  Meads. 


Sailmakcr — E'.ectius  Middleton. 
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BANK  OK  BURLINCTON. 

Liabilities, 

Capital  stock 
Bills  in  circulation 
Dividends  unpaid 
Deposites 


$150,000  00 
110,377  00 
827  76 
25,202  47 


MAINE. 


Legislature.  The  Augusta  Age  furnishes  the  fol- 
lowing tabular  account  of  the  political  character  of 
the  legislature  of  this  state. 


Wo.  of 
members. 

V.  B 

Whig. 

Wo 

choice. 

Wof  heard 
from. 

York 

21 

17 

3 

1 

0 

Cumberland 

27 

19 

8 

0 

0 

Lincoln 

25 

12 

12 

1 

0 

Kennebeck 

22 

5 

15 

2 

0 

Waldo 

17 

15 

0 

1 

1 

Hancock 

12 

11 

1 

0 

0 

Washington 

11 

9 

2 

0 

0 

Penobscot 

19 

12 

6 

1 

0 

Piscataquis 

6 

4 

0 

2 

0 

Somerset 

14 

7 

5 

2 

0 

Franklin 

8 

6 

1 

1 

0 

Oxford 

15 

11 

2 

2 

0 

Aroostook 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

100 

130 

55 

13 

2 

Senate 

31 

25 

4 

2 

231 

155 

59 

15 

Van  Buren  majority  in  the 

house,  thus  far 

75 

Do. 

do. 

senate 

21 

Do.  do.  in  joint  ballot,  about  100 

Of  the  Van  Buren  members  elect,  more  than  a ma- 
jority of  the  whole  house  were  chosen  on  the  first 
trial. 

The  nomination  of  Judge  Weston,  as  chief  justice 
of  this  state,  has  been  rejected  by  the  executive  coun- 
cil, by  a vote  of  six  nays  to  one  yea.  The  nomina- 
tion of  John  S.  Tenney,  as  associate  justice,  was  con- 
firmed. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

A whig  state  convention  was  held  at  Concord 
on  Thursday,  18th  ult.  at  which  gen.  Joseph  Low 
presided.  The  lion.  Enos  Stevens,  of  Charlestown, 
was  nominated  as  the  whig  candidate  for  governor, 
at  the  ensuing  election. 

Ar,  extensive  ship  builder  at  Portsmouth  has  failed 
for  nearly  70,000  dollars.  He  shows  bad  debts  to 
the  amount  of  45,000  dollars. 


VERMONT. 

Banks.  We  subjoin  the  statements  of  the  bank 
of  Bennington,  and  of  the  Orange  county  and  Bur- 
lington banks  from  the  report  of  the  bank  commis- 
sioner, who  was  appointed  to  examine  the  situation 
of  the  several  banks  of  this  state,  not  subject  to  the 
provision  of  the  the  safety  fund  act: 

BANK  OP  BENNINGTON. 

Liabilities. 


Capital  stock 
Bills  in  circulation 


Resources. 

Notes  discounted 
Specie  and  bills  of  other  banks 
Due  from  other  banks,  and  funds  in  Troy, 
New  York,  and  Albany 
Due  on  book 
Banking  house 


$87,770  00 
169,902  00 


$257,672  00 

$156,965  53 
4,676  45 

88,400  04 
6,155  88 
3,992  34 


August  23,  1841.  $258,190  24 

Of  the  notes  discounted,  there  is  the  sum  of 
$28,722  00  in  notes  of  long  standing,  some  of  which 
were  secured  by  mortgage  of  real  estate  that  has  de- 
preciated in  value,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  princi- 
pal part  of  that  amount  will  be  lost. 


BANK  OF  ORANGE  COUNTY. 

Liabilities. 


Capital  stock 

$70,000  00 

Bills  in  circulation 

114,573  00 

Deposites  and  unpaid  drafts 

4,935  99 

Resources. 

Notes  discounted  and  due  on  book 

$189,508  99 
$126,097  72 

Suspended  debts 

17,965  20 
14,250  21 

Specie  and  bills  of  other  banks 

Deposites  in  Boston 

27,250  75 

Drafts  on  Boston  forwarded 

11,100  34 

Stock  in  Market  bank 

4,500  00 

Real  estate 

2,000  00 

Oct.  12,  1841. 

$203,164  22 

$286,907  23 

Resources. 

Discounted  notes  and  bills  of  exchange  $252,043  02 
Due  from  state  of  Vermont  5,000  00 

Deposites  in  Boston,  Troy  and  N.  York  24,640  92 
Bills  of  other  banks  and  specie  23,766  69 

Banking  house  10,558  42 


Sept.  2,  1841.  $316,009  50 

The  bank  of  Windsor  has  not  done  any  business 
for  the  past  year,  except  in  the  collection  of  the  debts 
due  the  bank,  and  the  redemption  of  its  bills  present- 
ed for  payment.  A scire  facias  is  now  pending  in 
Windsor  county  against  the  bank,  and  a final  judg- 
ment thereon  may  be  expected  at  the  next  term  of 
the  supreme  court  in  that  county. 

From  the  message  of  Governor  Paine,  to  the  le- 
gislature of  this  state,  now  in  session,  we  copy  the 
following  paragraphs,  relating  to  the  institutions  and 
politics  of  the  union: 

“The  attention  of  the  people  of  the  whole  union 
has  been  directed,  by  events  which  have  occurred 
within  the  last  few  years,  to  certain  amendments 
which  are  deemed  essential  in  the  federal  constitu- 
tion. The  undue  stimulus  to  ambition  which  is 
thought  to  be  supplied  by  the  prospect  of  the  presi- 
dential office  being  enjoyed  by  its  occupants  for  a se- 
cond term  of  four  years,  has  created  great  alarm  for 
the  balance  of  the  powers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Experience  has  certainly  proved  that  if  there 
is  any  danger  of  that  balance  being  destroyed,  it 
arises  from  the  constant  efforts  of  the  executive  de- 
partment to  extend  its  patronage  and  power.  That 
such  efforts  have  frequently  been  made  to  enable  the 
president  to  secure  a re-election,  can  hardly  be  doubt- 
ed; and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  will  continue  to 
be  too  often  made,  so  long  as  human  nature  remains 
unchanged. 

“A  general  complaint,  arising  from  the  same  well- 
grounded  apprehension,  exists  as  to  the  president’s 
power  of  removal  from  office.  The  constitution  di- 
rectly gives  him  no  such  power,  but  he  has  been  al- 
lowed to  take  it  by  implication.  It  is  difficult  to  ima- 
gine how  it  should  ever  have  been  derived  from  that 
provision  in  the  constitution  which  authorises  him  to 
nominate,  “and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
.the  senate  to  appoint,”  all  officers. 

“The  president  and  senate  are  jointly  made  the 
appointing  power,  and,  in  the  absence  of  all  other 
provisions  on  the  subject,  one  would  have  supposed 
they  must  also  be  jointly  the  removing  power.  But 
the  president  claims  to  exercise  it  alone,  and  more 
frequently  exercises  it  without  any  cause,  except  for 
the  political  opinions  of  those  removed,  than  from 
an  impartial  regard  to  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  public  service,  which  forms  the  sole  argument  in 
favor  of  its  existence.  For  if  the  constitution  de- 
signed to  give  such  a power  to  the  president,  it  must 
have  been  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make 
removals  required  by  the  public  good.  But  it  has 
been  perverted  to  a totally  different  purpose — that  of 
enabling  him  to  reward  his  supporters,  strengthen  his 
influence,  and  secure  his  own  re-election. 

“Another  similar  subject,  to  which  I would  invite 
your  particular  attention,  is  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent to  veto  bills  which  have  been  passed  by  both 
houses  of  congress.  This  is  the  only  monarchical 
feature  in  our  form  of  government,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  how  it  should  ever  have  been  engrafted 
upon  republican  institutions.  It  was  probably  taken 
without  much  reflection  as  to  its  consequences,  from 
the  British  constitution,  which  vests  a similar  power 
in  the  king,  but  only  to  protect  his  own  prerogative 
from  encroachment.  Even  for  this  purpose,  how- 
ever, it  has  not  been  exercised  by  him  for  more  than 
two  centuries.  The  early  settlers  of  Vermont  were 
too  jealous  of  liberty  to  allow  such  a power  any  place 
in  our  constitution. 

“To  form  a just  notion  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
veto  power,  as  it  may  be  exercised  by  the  president, 
we  must  keep  constantly  in  view  that  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  wholesome  and  necessary  laws  is  as  bad 
as  to  pass  those  which  are  mischievous.  The  power 
to  make  all  laws  might  be  as  properly  entrusted  to 
the  president  as  the  power  to  prevent  all  laws.  The 
history  of  all  legislation  proves  that  a majority  of 
two-thirds  can  seldom  be  obtained  on  disputed  ques- 
tions; and  to  allow  the  president  to  resist  the  enact- 
ment of  such  laws  as  he  pleases,  unless  passed  by  so 
large  a majority,  is  in  effect  to  repose  in  one  man  al- 
most the  entire  power  of  legislation.  But  the  pre- 
sident not  only  claims  the  right  to  exercise  the  veto 


1 power  whenever  he  pleases,  but  to  exercise  it  as  he 
| understands  the  constitution,  without  any  regard  to 
the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court,  or  to  the  prece- 
dents established  by  his  predecessors.  He  appears 
I to  be  uncontrolled  in  its  exercise,  either  by  law  or 
precedent,  and  to  have  nothing  to  consult  but  his  own 
j conscience,  and  nothing  to  regard  but  his  own  charac- 
I ter  for  consistency. 

“If  he  is  right,  we  may  bid  farewell  to  all  stabili- 
ty in  our  institutions.  Every  four  years  the  laws  of 
the  country  may  be  changed,  and  its  business  embar- 
rassed and  destroyed  by  the  constitutional  scruples  of 
a new  president.  The  tariff,  the  bank,  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands,  internal 
improvement,  all  the  great  measures  for  the  welfare 
of  the  country,  will  be  constitutional  or  unconstitution- 
al just  as  the  president  may  happen  to  be  selected 
from  one  part  of  the  union  or  the  other. 

“I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  it  is  not 
expedient  to  propose  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  shall  render  the  president  inelligible  to  a 
re-election,  and  which  shall  modify  his  powers  of  re- 
moval from  office,  and  of  preventing  the  passage  of 
laws  by  congress. 

“For  myself,  I confess  that  I cannot  doubt  that,  if 
such  amendment  should  be  adopted  by  the  requisite 
number  of  states,  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  per- 
petuate our  free  government.” 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  general  assembly  of  this  state  adjourned  on 
Friday  last,  after  a session  of  three  and  a half  days. 
The  business  transacted  was  principally  of  a private 
nature.  One  of  the  most  exciting  topics  discussed 
was  upon  the  bill  to  repeal  a portion  of  the  act 
passed  last  June,  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  married 
women  in  certain  cases.  It  was  alledged  that  this 
I act  was  passed  by  improper  means;  that  the  general 
assembly  had  been  imposed  upon  by  its  passage;  and 
that,  under  the  guise  of  a general  law,  it  was  framed 
to  apply  to  the  case  of  Madame  d’Hauteville,  and 
that  this  lady  had,  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
the  law,  taken  up  her  residence  in  Newport,  in  order 
to  avail  herself  of  .its  provisions. 


NEW  YORK. 

Election.  The  annual  election  for  representatives 
and  a portion  of  the  senators  of  the  state  legislature 
took  place  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last.  Suffi- 
cient returns  have  reached  us  to  make  it  certain  that 
a majority  of  Van  Buren  members  are  elected  to  the 
house — the  Van  Buren  senators  are  elected  in  the 
city  of  New  York  by  about  90  majority,  and  proba- 
bly the  whole  of  their  ticket.  Albany  gives  a Van 
Buren  majority  of  over  300.  The  river  counties 
have  all  increased  their  Van  Buren  majorities. 


Assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  estate 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  From  a statement  pre- 
sented by  Alfred  A.  Smith,  esq.  comptroller,  we  de- 
rive the  following  schedule  of  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty in  this  city,  as  assessed  in  1840  and  1841. 


Assessment  o/1840. 

•3 

Real 

Personal 

estate. 

estate. 

& 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

l 

32,502,000 

27,276,549 

2 

14,927,600 

1,928,812 

3 

12,105,500 

8,485,005 

5,155,610 

4 

1,930,550 

5 

9,460,250 

3,046,195 

6 

7,735,600 

2,262,378 

7 

10,621,425 

4,670,421 

8 

10,908,10,0 

2,340,658 

9 

8,652,450 

1,129,135 

10 

6,139,850 

718,800 

11 

3,829,400 

68,191 

12 

9,112,200 

2,282,800 

12 

961,350 

9,000 

13 

4,247,000 

307,054 

14 

6,844,800 

1,917,473 

15 

14,130,700 

8,652,467 

16 

16 

16 

17,054,509  | 

} 863,630 

16 

( 

17 

9,402,725 

1,161,974 

187,120,464 

54,721,697 

Aggregate  of  1840 
“ 1841 


Assessment  0/1841. 


Real  Personal 

estate.  estate. 

Dollars.  Dollars. 
32,144,785  27,540,404 
15,015,800  1,932,583 
12,133,900  5,871,610 
8,733.450  1,880,037 
9,456,100  2,856,106 
7,979,750  1,824,900 
11,209,636  4,766,295 
11,384,100  2,073,707 
8,894,950  1,194,100 
6,163.900  736,400 

3.996.800  95,699 
7,622,953  1,766,150 

564,376 

4.883.800  226,154 
6,899,300  1,835,535 

14,361,500  8,669,524 
11,832,093  682,730 

1,281,660  5,000 

110,650 

2,570,943  44,000 

9,708,700  1,429,624 


186,347,246  65,430,456 
$252,842,161 
251,777,702 


Total  decrease,  $1,064,459 

of  which  $783,218  is  in  real  estate,  and  $291,241  in 
personal  estase. 

In  1839,  the  valuation  of  real  estate  was  196,940,134 
dollars,  personal,  $68,942,297.  Total,  $226,882,431. 
Excess  above  the  valuation  of  the  present  year. 
$15,104,729 
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In  1836,  when  speculation  was  at  its  height,  the 

valuation  of  real  estate  was  ''1233,742, 303;  personal, 
§75,758,517.  Total,  §309,500,920:  being  an  excess 
of  §57,723,218  over  the  valuation  of  the  present 


year. 

In  1835,  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  was 
143,732,425  dollars;  personal,  74,991,278  dollars.— 
Total,  218,603,603;  being  §33,053,999  less  than  the 
valuation  of  the  present  year. 

The  increase  of  valuation  in  1836,  compared  with 
1835,  was  §90,777,217. 

The  following  table  shows  the  aggregate  assessed 
value  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  this  city  in  each 
year  from  1805  to  the  present  time: 


Years. 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 
1811 
1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 


Valuation. 

§25,645,867 

26,529,630 

24,959,955 

25,118,720 

24,782,267 

25,486,370 

26,045,730 

26,245,040 

27,640,230 

82,301,497 

81,636,042 

82,074,200 

78,895,735 

80,245,091 

79,113,061 

69,530,753 

68,285,070 

71,289,144 

70,940,820 


Years. 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 


Valuation. 

§83,057,676 

101,160,046 

107,477,781 

112,211,926 

114,019,533 

112,526,016 

125,288,518 

139,280,214 

146,302,619 

166,491,552 

186,548,511 

218,723,703 

308,500,920 

263,747,350 

264,152,941 

267,882,431 

252,842,161 

251,777,702 


In  looking  at  this  table,  one  cannot  fail  to  be  sur- 
prised at  the  rapid  increase  of  value  from  year  to 
year,  though  with  occasional  fluctuations,  as  was  to 
be  expected.  The  valuation  of  the  present  year, 
notwithstanding  the  depression  in  prices  so  much 
complained  of,  is  larger  than  in  any  year  prior  to 
1836;  it  is  double  that  of  1830,  and  more  than  treble 
that  of  1824,  or  any  previous  year.  It  is  ten  times 
the  valuation  of  1809.  So  much  for  the  “ruined 
city,”  which,  by  the  very  process  of  being  ruined, 
has  became  the  financial,  as  it  long  had  been  the 
commercial  centre  of  the  country.  Its  population 
has  increased  nearly  as  fast  as  its  wealth;  having 
more  than  trebled  in  the  last  30  years. 

[JV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Military  convention.  The  Albany  Argus  of 
Friday  contains  the  proceedings  of  a military  con- 
vention held  at  Rome,  in  this  state  on  the  fifteenth 
instant.  One  object  of  the  convention  was  to  take 
measures  for  the  more  efficient  action  of  the  militia 
system. 


The  general  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church  of  the  United  States,  which  convened  and 
organized  in  this  city  on  the  6th  inst.  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, teminate  its  session  this  day.  Their  next 
meeting,  we  understand,  will  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  in  the  year  1844. 

The  pulpits  of  the  Episcopal  church  throughout 
our  city  were  yesterday  filled  by  distinguished  cler- 
gymen and  bishops  from  abroad.  The  venerable 
Bishop  Moore,  of  Virginia,  formerly  rector  of  St. 
Stephen’s,  in  this  city,  now  upwards  of  eighty  years 
of  age,  preached  in  Christ’s  church,  in  Anthony 
street,  in  the  morning,  with  the  same  vigor,  earnest- 
ness and  pathos  which,  we  are  told,  characteris- 
ed his  discourses  thirty  years  ago.  Bishop  Me- 
Ilvaine,  from  Ohio,  preached  in  St.  Stephen’s  in  the 
morning,  in  his  usually  impressive  and  eloquent 
manner;  but  what  may  be  considered  very  impolite 
treatment  to  a stranger,  had  his  overcoat  stolen  from 
the  vestry-room  of  the  church  while  he  was  preach- 
ing. 

In  the  evening  several  interesting  addresses  were 
delivered  in  St.  Paul’s  on  the  subject  of  education 
on  Christian  principles.  Among  the  distinguished 
speakers  on  the  occasion  were  Bishops  DeLancy 
from  western  New  York,  Otey  from  Tennessee,  Polk 
from  the  south  western  states,  and  Drs.  Hawks, 
Wainwright  and  Eastburn.  [ Tribune. 


Heavy  damages.  In  the  supreme  court  in  New 
York,  on  Saturday,  before  Judge  Oakley,  Peter  Faw- 
pell  recovered  of  the  Richmond  Turnpike  corpora- 
tion a verdict  of  §3,000  damages;  sustained  by  the 
death  of  his  child,  caused  by  an  accident  on  board 
the  steamboat  Sampson,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
on  the  4th  July,  1839. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Gov.  Pennington’s  message.  We  have  before 
us  the  message  of  Gov.  Pennington  to  the  legislature 
of  this  state.  It  is  a document  worthy  a distinguish- 
ed chief  magistrate. 

Gov.  P.  recommends  that  the  constitution  be  so  al- 
tered as  to  separate  the  office  of  governor  and  chan- 


cellor, but  he  expresses  a doubt  whether  any  advan- 
tages would  result  from  any  other  alteration  in  the 
constitution. 

Attention  is  asked  to  the  relations  of  the  state 

with  the  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road  company, 
touching  a misunderstanding  as  to  the  amount  paya- 
ble to  the  state  for  transit  duties.  There  is  also  some 
misunderstanding  with  the  New  Jersey  rail  road 
company,  arising  out  of  the  connection  of  the  two 
rail  roads. 

The  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  have  not 
paid  their  tax,  because  they  have  not  been  acting  as 
a banking  company. 

Reference  is  then  made  to  the  state  of  the  banks 
of  that  commonwealth,  which  appear  to  be  influenced 
by  those  of  Pennsylvania  or  New  York,  or  according 
to  their  proximity.  He  thinks  more  personal  respon- 
sibility should  be  imposed  upon  the  directors  or  stock- 
holders of  banks. 

The  governor  refers  to  the  subject  of  resump- 
tion with  caution.  It  is  desirable  that  all  the 
banks  should  resume  as  early  as  possible,  but  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  produce  mischief  by  sudden 
coercion — at  all  events,  the  circulation  should  be 
limited. 

It  is  deemed  best  not  to  dispense  with  the  state 
tax;  but  when  the  proceeds  of  public  lands  shall  be 
distributed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  law  im- 
posing such  tax,  (very  small  at  present)  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

The  state  prison  has  been  admirably  managed. — 
Its  income  now  exceeds  its  expenses  by  five  hundred 
dollars  a month. 

Kind  reference  is  made  to  the  subject  of  public 
schools. 

Reference  is  then  made  to  certain  national  sub- 
jects, and  to  certain  litigated  claims  of  land  in  East 
Jersey— and  the  message  thus  gracefully  closes: 

“As  no  subject  of  a political  character  seems  like- 
ly to  arise  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  your  session,  I 
cherish  the  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  discharge 
the  responsible  trust  confided  to  you  without  any  un- 
necessary delay,  and  bring  your  labors  to  a speedy 
close.  I respectfully  suggest  that  a return  to  the  for- 
mer usage  of  holding  but  one  session  is  desirable, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  your  constitu- 
ents. It  is  my  fervent  desire,  gentlemen,  that  your 
deliberations  may  result  in  promoting  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  people,  and  that  the  same  kind  Provi- 
dence, whose  protecting  care  has  ever  been  over  us 
since  we  became  a free  commonwealth,  and  in 
whom  is  all  our  hope,  will  still  continue  to  bless  and 
prosper  our  efforts  for  the  security  and  advancement 
of  our  common  country. 

“WM.  PENNINGTON. 

“ Trenton , Oct.  26,  1841.” 

The  Council  or  senate  of  this  state  happening 
to  have  an  equal  number  of  whigs  and  Van  Buren 
members,  the  parties  agreed  to  compromise  for  se- 
lection of  officers,  a Van  Buren  member  was  elected 
president  of  the  council,  a whig  elected  clerk,  and 
so  on — but  this  temporary  harmony  was  of  brief  ex- 
istence. The  governor  and  several  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  state  are  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  the 
two  branches.  On  a resolution  being  proposed  to  go 
into  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  for  that  purpose, 
the  Van  Buren  members  in  council  joined  by  one  of 
the  whigs,  which  gave  them  a majority  in  that  body, 
negatived  the  proposition  and  for  several  days  continu- 
ed to  resist  all  attempts  to  go  into  joint  meeting. 
An  adjournment  without  doing  so,  would  have  de- 
volved the  executive  duties  upon  the  president  of  the 
council.  A difficulty  presented  itself  however,  in 
the  fact  that  the  constitution  of  the  state  makes  uthe 
governor  and  council ” constitute  the  court  of  appeals; 
the  absence  of  the  governor  left  the  court  unable  to 
act.  A very  unpleasant  feeling  between  the  parties 
ensued.  Some  of  the  Van  Buren  senators  at  length 
abandoned  their  opposition  to  a joint  meeting,  and 
on  Tuesday  evening  last  the  two  houses  met  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot — Governor  Pennington  was  re- 
elected by  a majority  of  14  votes. 

For  Pennington  44 

For  Vroom  30 

We  take  from  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  of 
last  evening  the  following  postcript,  announcing  the 
proceedings  of  yesterday  morning  at  Trenton: 

Joint  meeting  this  afternoon.  We  stop  the  press  to 
announce  that  the  council  resolved  this  morning,  by 
a vote  of  12  to  6,  to  meet  the  house  in  joint  meeting 
this  afternoon  at  3 o’clock,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
governor  and  other  officers — Messrs  M.  D.  Canfield, 
of  Atlantic,  S.  D.  Canfield  of  Passaic  and  Mr.  New- 
ell, of  Salem,  of  the  opposition,  manfully  voting  for 
it,  and  Mr.  Scott  also  voting  this  time  with  the  whigs. 
Dr.  Canfield  of  Atlantic,  when  the  resolution  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Irick,  of  Burlington,  rose  and  unequi- 
vocally declared  his  solemn  conviction  that  he  was 
bound  by  his  oath  under  the  constitution  to  vote  for 


a joint  meeting,  and  that  he  should  discharge  his  duty, 

ihouch  ®o  far  °s  he  knew  he  steed  ah — 1 **'  r^rtv, 

and  might  be  branded  as  a deserter  from  the  dem<> 
cracy,  of  which,  nevertheless,  he  was  still,  as  he  al- 
ways had  been,  and  always  expected  to  be  a firm  ad- 
herent and  advocate. 

But  he  would  not — could  not  violate  his  solemn 
conviction  of  an  inalienable  duty,  and  if  any  thought 
to  drive  him  to  do  so  by  intimidation  they  -would  find 
themselves,  to  their  amazement  perhaps,  mistaken  in 
the  man.  His  manner  was  deliberate,  firm  and  dig- 
nified. Dr.  Lilly  said  he  was  individually  in  favor  of 
a joint  meeting,  but  as  a representative  of  democratic 
Hunterdon  must  go  against  it.  Whereupon  Mr.  Pat- 
terson, of  Monmouth,  announced  that  he  was  virtually 
instructed  to  go  against  any  meeting  to  re-elect  Gov. 
Pennington,  and  was  called  to  order  several  times  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  abusive  tirade,  by  Major  Chet- 
wood,  but  was  nevertheless  permitted  by  the  chair  to 
discharge  his  venom. 

Colonel  Scott’s  name  having  been  favorably  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Patterson,  he  rose  to  say  that  he 
now  felt  compelled  to  vote  for  the  meeting,  and 
regretted  the  use  of  personalities.  The  vice  pre- 
sident (Mr.  Cassedy),  remarked  that  he  was  not 
ready  to  go  into  joint  meeting,  and  then  put  the  ques- 
tion. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Election.  Below  are  official  returns  from  the 
whole  state,  with  the  exception  of  McKean,  in  which 
we  have  merely  the  majority.  The  entire  vote,  it 
will  be  seen,  is  about  the  same  as  at  the  governor’s 
election  of  1838. 

1838.  1841. 


Counties. 

Porter. 

Ritner. 

Porter. 

Banks. 

Adams 

1,535 

3,310 

1,599 

1,941 

Armstrong 

2,781 

1,510 

1,822 

1,096 

Allegheny 

4,505 

6,038 

4,281 

5,068 

Beaver 

1,931 

2,457 

2,290 

1,751 

2,158 

2,261 

Bedford 

2,384 

2,550 

Berks 

7,101 

3,215 

7,495 

2,925 

Bradford 

2,420 

2,219 

2,705 

2,143 

Bucks 

4.553 

4,147 

4,412 

4,066 

Butler 

1,653 

1,700 

1,674 

1,716 

Cambria 

844 

762 

874 

810 

Centre 

2,589 

1,467 

2,300 

1,126 

Chester 

4,527 

4,971 

4,565 

4,711 

Clearfield 

792 

474 

886 

419 

Clinton,  (new  county,  part  of  Ly- 
coming and  Centre) 

786 

603 

Clarion,  (part  of  Armstrong  and 
Venango) 

1,500 

555 

Columbia 

2,616 

1,088 

2,569 

1,103 

Crawford 

2,304 

1,957 

2,815 

2,099 

Cumberland  2,743  2,316 

Dauphin  1,944  2,843 

Delaware  1,263  1,731 

Erie  1,565  2,747 

Fayette  2,788  1,984 

Franklin  2,815  2,560 

Greene  1,849  1,109 

Huntingdon  2,761  3,687 

Indiana  1,262  1,723 

Jefferson  591  421 

Juniata  1,049  863 

Lancaster  5,503  8,558 

Lebanon  1,553  2,228 

Lehigh  2,460  3,349 

Luzerne  3,132  2,592 

Lycoming  2,496  1,556 

McKean  219  127 

Mercer  2,325  2,935 

Monroe  1,223  366 

Montgomery  4,558  3,748 

Mifflin  1,177  1,109 

Northumberland  2,144  1,164 

Northampton  3,635  2,566 

Perry  1,916  883 

Philadelphia  city  3,155  7,203 

Philadelphia  co.  7,982  6,187 

Pike  526  117 

Potter  276  68 

Schuylkill  2,271  1,508 

Somerset  " 883  2,244 

Susquehannah  1,530  1,264 

Tioga  1,448  594 

Union  1,595  2,270 

Venango  1,765  828 

Warren  700  542 

Washington  3,460  3,528 

Wayne  1,062  538 

Westmoreland  4,561  2,315 

York  4,196  3,82o 


2,721 

2,249 

1,289 

1,855 

2,749 

2,779 

1,763 

2,551 

1,195 

678 

971 

4,914 

1,542 

2,553 

3,426 

2,261 

100 

2,318 

1,293 

4,402 

1,324 

2,162 

3,467 

1,827 

4,380 

11,099 

541 

365 

2,408 

792 

1,962 

1,598 

1,568 

1,280 

963 

3,434 

1,167 

4,080 

3,825 


1,997 

2,649 

1,578 

2,956 

1,812 

2,636 

949 

3,258 

1,557 

447 

868 

8,085 

1,840 

2,328 

2,194 

1,393 

2,762 

269 

3,144 

1,124 

1,143 

2,302 

870 

5.920 

7,348 

74 

154 

1,415 

1,853 

1,152 

574 

2,132 

755 

628 

3,291 

553 

2,135 

2,429 


130,916  122,230  136,435  113,374 

122,230  113,374 

Porter’s  maj.  8,686  Porter’s  mj.  23,061 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  6,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


149 


Iron  ore,  of  a superior  quality,  has  been  found  be- 
low Lewisburg,  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hannah  river.  The  Miltonian  justly  remarks — 

“The  resources  of  Pennsylvania  are  immense,  and 
when  her  mineral  wealth  is  fully  developed,  she  will 
be  superior  in  these  respects  to  any  country  on  the 
globe.  The  wealth  of  our  state  has  not  been  half 
told;  and  centuries  will  pass  away,  before  her  moun- 
tains— her  hills  and  her  valleys,  will  fully  reveal  the 
extent  of  her  treasures.” 

Philadelphia  Commerce.  Notwithstanding  the 
unfavorable  state  of  our  commercial  relations  for  the 
last  year  or  two,  it  is  consolatory  to  know,  that  there 
has  been  a manifest  improvement  in  the  commerce 
of  our  port.  The  coastwise  has  upon  the  whole  been 
good,  and  the  foreign  may  be  judged  of  from  the 
fact,  that  the  duties  paid  or  secured  at  the  custom 
house  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year, 
exceed  the  amount  so  paid  or  secured  during  the 
whole  of  last  year  (1840).  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

MARYLAND. 

Manual  Labor  Schools.  The  first  experiment 
of  this  kind  of  institution  which  we  know  of  in  this 
state,  was  commenced  about  a year  since  by  an  asso- 
ciation formed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a Bal- 
timore Manual  Labor  school  for  orphans.  The  di- 
rectors purchased  a farm  of  135  acres  about  six  miles 
from  the  city,  lying  between  the  Washington  and 
Frederick  turnpike  roads,  on  which  there  was  a good 
stone  house;  not  more  than  sufficient  however  to  ac- 
commodate a family  of  moderate  number.  Notwith- 
standing the  narrow  accommodations,  the  directors 
have  received  children  in  peculiarly  destitute  cir- 
cumstances, (one  a fine  boy  of  about  twelve  years  of 
age,  having  literally  no  home  to  sleep  in  but  the 
street),  to  the  number  of  fourteen;  have  employed  a 
competent  teacher  to  instruct  them;  and  it  is  confi- 
dently believed  that  no  subscriber  can  visit  the 
school,  and  contemplate  those  children  in  their  pre- 
sent state,  and  learn  the  condition  from  which  they 
have  been  rescued,  without  rejoicing  in  the  thought 
that  he  has  contributed  to  the  production  of  results  so 
beneficial  to  the  community,  and  so  grateful  to  every 
feeling  of  humanity. 

The  farm  has  also  been  manured  and  cultivated, 
and  considerable  crops  of  vegetables  and  other  arti- 
cles suitable  for  the  consumption  of  the  school  have 
been  produced.  A house  calculated  to  accommodate 
forty  to  fifty  boys  has  just  been  completed,  and  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  as  soon  as  the  plaster  shall 
have  dried  sufficiently.  This  building  is  not  near  as 
large  as  the  directors  wished,  but  they  thought  it  sa- 
fer to  consult  their  limited  means,  than  to  venture 
into  debt  and  thus  jeopard  the  whole  enterprise. 

The  report  of  the  directors  represents  the  enterprise 
as  well  worthy  of  public  countenance  and  certainly 
few  objects  seem  to  present  more  claims  to  support. 
The  agricultural  improvement  of  the  country  will  at 
no  distant  period  owe  as  much  to  such  nucleuses  for  a 
scientific  education  in  that  healthiest  and  happiest  of 
human  pursuits,  as  the  military  will  owe  to  the  aca- 
demy appropriated  to  their  pursuit,  or  the  navy  to 
the  schools  recently  instituted  for  the  instruction  of 
apprentices  in  that  department  of  life.  In  agricul- 
ture how  wide  is  the  field  for  improvement — how 
vast  the  advantages  that  science  may  be  made  to 
contribute  towards  its  product  of  blessings. 

Important  to  magistrates.  The  county  court 
for  Allegany,  at  its  late  session,  has  decided  that  all 
warrants  of  a general  nature  are  illegal , that  they 
must  run  thus:  “iefore  me  the  subscriber,”  or  if  desir- 
ed by  the  plaintiff,  to  be  returned  before  any  other 
magistrate,  his  name  must  be  inserted  in  the  body  of 
the  warrant  instead  of  “me  the  subscriber.” 

VIRGINIA. 

Election.  The  special  election  for  a state  sena- 
tor in  the  northwestern  district  of  the  state  has  re- 
sulted in  the  election  of  the  Van  Buren  candidate  by 
a majority  of  53.  The  returns  are  all  in,  and  they 
stand  as  follows  in  the  several  counties: 

Parriott,  (IV.)  Newman,  (V.  B.) 


Brooke  county, 
Ohio  “ 

113 

323 

896 

267 

Marshall  “ 

854 

423 

Tyler  “ 

198 

393 

1,356 

1,409 

By  this  result  the  senate  will  remain  equally  di- 
vided between  the  whig  and  Van  Buren  parties. 

Exports.  Total  value  of  foreign  and  coastwise 
exports  from  the  ports  of  Richmond  and  City  Point, 
for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  $9,343,089 
— much  the  greater  portion  being  tobacco.  That  ar- 
ticle exported  in  hogsheads  alone,  and  valued  at  the 
rate  of  $125  per  hogshead,  was  shipped  to  the  extent 


of  $4,305,312.  The  flour  exported,  amounted  to 
$237,287. 

University.  The  unfortunate  events  which  mark- 
ed the  last  session,  in  the  vacation,  within  so  short 
an  interval,  of  the  three  principal  chairs,  and  the 
embarrassments  inseparable  from  the  appointment  of 
that  number  of  new  and  untried  professors,  united 
with  the  extraordinary  difficulties  of  the  times,  which 
are  especially  felt  in  the  southern  states,  whence  so 
liberal  a quota  of  students  is  always  supplied,  might 
have  been  expected  to  exert  an  influence  peculiarly 
unfavorable  to  the  prospects  of  the  session  which  has 
lately  begun.  We  are  gratified,  however,  to  find 
that  these  causes  have  not  operated  materially  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  institution.  There  are,  we  learn 
from  the  proctor,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  matri- 
culates, besides  others  in  attendance,  who  may  be 
expected  formally  to  enter  at  an  early  day.  This  is, 
we  learn,  but  little  if  at  all  below  the  average,  at  so 
early  a period  of  the  session.  It  is  more  compatible 
with  the  convenience  of  many  to  enter  in  January, 
and  hence  the  highest  number  is  usually  found  to  be 
in  attendance  just  subsequent  to  that  period.  The 
new  professors  have  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
their  respective  duties,  wdth  the  exception  of  Profes- 
sor Sylvester,  of  London,  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
mathematics,  whose  arrival  is  no  doubt  protracted  in 
consequence  of  the  late  period  at  which  his  election 
was  communicated  to  him,  and  the  arrangements  in- 
cident to  his  removal  to  a residence  so  distant.  We 
believe  he  is  daily  expected.  [Virginia  Advocate. 

LOUISIANA. 

Episcopal  Bishop.  Among  the  interesting  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Episcopal  convention,  lately  held  at 
New  York,  there  was  one  of  especial  moment  to  the 
church  in  the  diocese  of  Louisiana,  of  which  we  do 
not  recollect  to  have  seen  any  public  notice. 

The  church  in  that  diocese  has  hitherto  been  defi- 
cient in  the  number  of  the  clergy,  though  it  is  believ- 
ed that  a large  proportion  of  the  population  emigrant 
to  that  state,  especially  to  New  Orleans,  is  attached 
to  the  Episcopal  form  of  religious  worship. 

Under  this  impression,  the  diocese  convention  in 
Louisiana,  at  a special  session,  as  we  are  informed, 
held  in  May  last,  memorialized  the  house  of  bishops 
to  appoint  a bishop  for  that  diocese, — and  the  request 
having  met  the  cordial  and  unanimous  approbation  of 
both  bodies  composing  the  convention, — the  right 
rev.  Leonidas  Polk,  late  missionary  bishop  to  Ark- 
ansas, was  unanimously  appointed  bishop  of  Louisi- 
ana. We  are  told  that  this  appointment  will  be  par- 
ticularly acceptable  to  the  diocese  of  Louisiana. — 
Bishop  Polk  has  lately  become  a citizen  of  that  state; 
and  his  zeal,  intelligence  and  devotion  to  his  sacred 
calling,  give  promise  of  extensive  usefulness. 

[ Philad . Nat.  Gaz. 

The  New  Orleans  Banks.  The  situation  of  the 
banks  in  New  Orleans  on  the  2d  of  October,  was  as 
follows: 

Discounts  and  Loans.  Circulation.  Specie. 


N.  O.  Canal  and  bank- 


ing  company 

3,921,958 

450,940 

164,426 

Carrollton  R.  R.  and 

banking  co. 

1,395,174 

257,030 

44,163 

Citizens  bank  of  Loui- 

siana 

9,988,924 

495,450 

604,145 

City  bank  of  New  Or- 

leans 

2,785,552 

445,350 

271,280 

Commercial  bank  of  N. 

Orleans 

693,895 

195,117 

Consolidated  associa- 

tion 

3,342,229 

561,620 

346,710 

Exchange  and  banking 

company 

743,230 

292,570 

82,367 

Gas  Light  and  banking 

company 

2,266,877 

12,600 

3,928 

Improvement  and  bk’g 

company 

1,193,348 

519,770 

30,372 

Bank  of  Louisiana 

4,774,962 

193,725 

351,944 

Louisiana  state  bank 

2,681,351 

390,111 

325,034 

Mechanics’  and  Tra- 

ders’  hank 

2,522,563 

547,530 

94,461 

Merchants’  bank 

Bank  of  Orleans 

873,109 

245,636 

58,521 

Union  b’k  of  Louisiana  9,105,012 

729,390 

453,761 

Atchafalaya  bank 

906,000 

297,950 

82,087 

Total 

46,333,088  6,105,373  3,105,309 

Deduct  notes  held  by  different 

banks 

1,555,002 

Actual  circulation 

4,550,371 

ARKANSAS. 

Horrid  outrage.  Some  Texas  marauders  lately 
crossed  over  the  line  and  took  forcible  possession  of 
a citizen  in  the  parish  of  Caddo.  After  they  had 
carried  him  into  the  territory  of  Texas,  it  was  pro- 


posed to  bury  him  alive.  With  this  intention  a grave 
was  dug — the  unfortunate  man  being  a witness  to 
their  movements.  He  stood  helpless  counting  each 
shovel  full  of  earth  at  the  quick  termination  of  his 
life  surrounded  by  a gang  of  desperadoes  ready  to 
crush  him  beneath  the  clod,  and  from  whose  sen- 
tence, escape  was  death.  Overpowered  with  the 
frightful  fate  before  him,  he  bounded  from  his  keep- 
ers into  an  adjacent  thicket;  but  before  his  steps  had 
measured  many  paces  over  the  earth  a heavy  volley 
of  musketry  brought  him  to  the  ground,  and  there 
he  lay  a lifeless  corpse,  a victim  to  the  insecurity  of 
our  border  protection.  His  body,  after  being  cut  up, 
was  hung  upon  the  branches  of  the  neighboring  trees, 
there  to  meet  the  gaze  of  the  traveller  and  tell  him 
of  a power  that  knows  nothing  of  the  bounds  of  law, 
or  of  human  authority;  but  like  the  howling  beasts  of 
the  wilderness,  would  snap  the  fragile  cords  of  life, 
if  interest  once  stirred  up  the  fatal  ire  of  their  wrath 
upon  him  whose  voice  dare  rise  against  their  iniqui- 
ties. The  deceased  man,  whose  name  was  Boatright, 
had  thus  offended  them:  he  had,  with  other  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  declared  himself  to  be  openly  opposed  to 
them,  and  as  might  have  been  expected  in  a country 
like  ours  where  from  the  sparseness  of  frontier 
population,  the  avenues  to  the  wrath  of  banditti  are 
wide  open,  the  unfortunate  man  had  to  forfeit  his  life 
as  a ransom  for  his  alienation  to  their  authority.  The 
citizens  of  our  border  country  have  witnessed  these 
men  under  the  name  of  regulators  and  moderators, 
committing  in  the  territory  of  Texas  some  of  the 
most  barbarous  cruelties  of  the  19th  century. 

The  country  on  our  border  towards  the  33d  degree 
of  latitude,  is  the  principal  scene  of  action,  and  it  is 
but  a few  years  ago,  that  an  American,  who  had 
shipped  from  New  Orleans  to  one  of  their  towns,  a 
large  assortment  of  groceries  and  dry  goods,  was 
routed  out,  and  his  goods  forcibly  taken  off"  by  the 
gang.  Nothing  was  ever  done  about  it,  and  the  act 
is  now  almost  forgotten.  A while  ago,  one  of  the 
captains  of  the  regulators,  and  a man  that  was  with 
him,  was  shot  in  a small  village  of  the  name  of  Lo- 
gansport.  The  captain  and  the  person  with  him,  had 
not  long  been  gone  from  the  store  where  they  had 
been  making  a purchase,  when  a discharge  of  mus- 
kets was  heard  by  the  storekeeper.  He  rushed  out, 
and  soon  discovered  the  two  bodies  lying  on  the 
ground;  there  was  no  one  near,  and  he  was  left  to 
conjecture  the  cause  of  their  death.  Examining 
minutely  the  place  around,  it  was  not  long  before  he 
discovered  on  the  earth,  beneath  two  fallen  trees,  the 
impress  of  five  or  six  men;  and  it  thus  appoaro  that 
these  two  men  had  been  shot  down  without  quarrel 
or  fight — without  intimation,  and  with  the  most  cool 
determination.  In  view  of  their  enormities  we  can- 
not wonder  why  Boatright,  or  any  other  American 

citizen  should  have  expressed  their  dissatisfaction. 

But  we  shall  not  seek  arguments  to  prove  what  the 
bare  facts  evince;  and  we  call  upon  the  friends  of 
this  man  and  the  citizens  generally,  to  bring  this  act 
before  their  government,  and  let  it  claim  their  atten- 
tion. The  subject  is  one  certainly  that  ought  to  de- 
mand its  highest  consideration.  [Natchitoches  Herald. 

Justice  to  Arkansas.  A wrong  impression  has 
gone  forth,  and  has  been  circulated  throughout  the 
union,  that  the  citizens  of  Arkansas  were  engaged  in 
the  horrid  massacre  on  the  islands  between  Arkansas 
and  Mississippi,  when  the  facts  are,  that  not  a citizen 
of  Arkansas  was  in  any  way  or  at  any  time  concern- 
ed in  the  dreadful  and  appalling  outrage.  It  is  un- 
just that  Arkansas  should  suffer  disgrace  from  the 
criminal  deeds  of  her  neighbors.  We  are  aware  that 
the  name  Arkansas  has  long  been,  by  the  humorous 
associated  with  big  bear  stories,  eccentric  feats  of 
border  heroes  and  hunters,  among  the  wild  animals 
of  our  prairies;  and  by  the  ignorantly  serious  has 
been,  in  their  rehearsals  of  wonderful  tales,  the  place 
of  deeds  of  lawless  barbarity;  until,  among  the  more 
wise  and  better  informed,  impressions  are  almost  es- 
tablished permanently,  that  Arkansas  is  a place  where 
no  law  is  recognised  but  Lynch  laiv,  and  no  rights  ac- 
knowledged unless  maintained  by  brute  force. 

The  following  statement  of  facts  has  been  furnish- 
ed us  by  a man  whose  veracity  cannot  be  doubted, 
and  who  resides  in  Desha  county,  Arkansas,  near  the 

place  where  the  bloody  deeds  were  perpetrated. 

He  states  that  the  sheriff  of  Coahoma  county,  Missis- 
sippi, Mr.  Poindexter,  came  along  in  Mr.  Burgess’ 
trading  boat,  bringing  with  him  a posse  of  the  citizens 
of  that  county,  and  stopped  at  the  head  of  the  island 
No.  64,  when,  upon  the  request  of  the  sheriff,  three 
more  persons  from  there,  and  one  from  the  head  of 
island  No.  66,  went  along  with  him  to  assist  in  taking 
Hugh  Tully  and  his  accomplices;  and  after  they  were 
taken,  they  (the  four  men)  returned  up  on  this  side 
to  their  homes,  leaving  nineteen  prisoners  bound,  in 
the  custody  of  the  sheriff  and  his  posse,  at  Lunsford’s 
landing,  at  the  head  of  island  No.  68,  whence  the 
sheriff  proceeded  with  his  prisoners  to  the  mouth  of 
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Stake's  bayou,  in  the  bend,  opposite  island  No.  69, 
where  an  altercation  took  place  between  the  sheriff 
and  this  mob  about  the  manner  of  disposing  of  their 
prisoners,  when  the  legal  process  was  wrested  from 
the  sheriff  by  force,  and  he  and  part  of  his  posse,  citi- 
zens of  Coahoma  county,  were  compelled  to  leave 
the  place,  and  his  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  a lawless 
mob;  who  by  this  time  had  seized  two  more  men  as 
culprits,  at  a Mr.  Hennington’s  on  the  Mississippi 
side  of  the  river,  about  three  miles  below. 

The  principal  men  who  headed  the  mob  were,  Hec- 
tor McNeal,  Chas.  B.  Harrod,  J.  W.  Lunsford,  W.  J. 
Howerton,  Jos.  Miller,  Jos.  McCloy,  Danl.  Richmond, 
Farrow  & Spears,  (two  justices  of  the  peace,)  Keats, 
McNeal’s  overseer,  Mr.  Parker,  a Mr.  Tanner  and 
his  two  sons,  John  and  Simon.  These  compelled 
others  to  join  them  whose  names  are  not  known. 

And  after  deliberating  some  time  on  the  course  to 
pursue,  they  took  all  the  prisoners  but  eight,  whose 
names  are  Hugh  Tully,  Hugh  Elliot,  Joseph  Meritt, 
Andrew  McLaughlin,  Liphus  Kingston,  Joseph  Cot- 
ton, Hunter,  (Tully’s  son-in-law),  and  a man  by  the 
name  of  Pollock,  (whom  they  left  in  the  boat),  on 
shore,  to  the  bridge  on  the  county  road,  where  they 
whipped  some  of  them  and  turned  them  loose;  and 
then  the  mob  returned  to  the  boat  in  which  were  the 
eight  remaining  prisoners,  and  rowed  it  out  from 
shore  and  threw  them  overboard,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  and  drowned  the  whole  of  them.  Since  which 
time,  the  same  men  mentioned  before  as  the  leaders 
of  the  mob,  have  collected  a band  of  drunken  outlaws, 
and  are  now  patrolling  the  country,  riding  up  and 
down  burning  houses,  and  committing  outrages  upon 
those  of  the  inhabitants  that  did  not  join  them  in 
their  acts  of  villainy.  They  have  driven  many  away 
from  their  houses  and  lands,  and  plundered  their 
goods,  dividing  the  spoils,  setting  them  up  at  auction 
under  mock  executions,  and  distributing  the  proceeds 
among  themselves  after  the  manner  of  freebooters. 

They  have  written  several  letters  to  some  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  Desha  and  Philips  coun- 
ties, in  this  state,  even  to  Judge  Lacy,  associate  chief 
justice  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  threatening  them 
with  death  if  they  should  attempt  to  demand  justice, 
or  even  complain  of  the  outrage,  or  in  any  way  at- 
tempt to  expose  them  in  their  crimes.  All  along  the 
river  the  people  are  apprehensive  of  nightly  attacks 
from  the  murderers,  who  have  twice  crossed  the  ri- 
ver to  execute  their  threats,  but  found  that  the  citizens 
were  too  much  on  the  alert,  and  had  assembled  for 
mutual  defence.  On  one  occasion,  however,  they 
burned  a house  in  which  there  was  nobody  but  a 
woman  and  her  child.  Many  of  these  men  who  are 
engaged  in  this  marauding  horde  are  well  known  to 
have  been  the  former  associates  and  accomplices  of 
the  freebooter  Hugh  Tully,  and  are  no  doubt  equally 
deserving  of  public  execration.  [Arkansas  Gaz. 

OHIO. 

Wheat  crop  of  1842.  The  Cincinnati  Republi- 
can of  the  22d  ult.  says — We  learn  from  a friend 
who  has  been  spending  a few  days  at  different  points 
in  the  Great  Miami  Valley,  that  the  wheat  which 
has  been  sown  the  present  fall  in  this  fertile  section 
of  the  state,  amounts  to  about  three  times  the  usual 
quantity.  If  the  farmers  in  the  other  principal  grain 
districts  of  the  state  have  sown  any  thing  like  as 
extensively,  with  a favorable  season,  the  wheat  pro- 
duct of  1842  will  be  very  large.  The  seed  along  the 
Miami  has  come  up  well,  and  the  fields  present  a 
beautiful  and  healthy  appearance.  Th ejly  has  shown 
itself  in  some  districts,  but  as  yet  done  but  little  da- 
mage. Entire  exemption  from  its  ravages  is  not  to 
be  expected,  but  the  present  indications  are  that  it 
will  be  far  less  destructive  than  it  was  last  fall. 

TENNESSEE. 

United  States  Senators.  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  this  state  adopted  a resolution  on  the 
16th  ultimo,  to  go  into  an  election  for  two  United 
States  senators,  on  Saturday,  the  23d  ultimo. 


The  following  is  the  official  vote  for  governor,  as 
declared  by  the  legislature: 

EAST  TENNESSEE. 


Counties. 

Jones. 

Polk. 

[Counties. 

Jones. 

Polk. 

Roane 

883 

649 

Greene 

894 

1,574 

Sullivan 

313 

1,336 

Blount 

1,065 

669 

Marion 

431 

320 

Morgan 

153 

125 

Knox 

1,842 

385 

McMinn 

955 

884 

Meigs 

84 

574 

Claiborne 

462 

756 

Rhea 

164 

379 

Polk 

194 

345 

Bledsoe 

590 

227 

Washington  789 

1,123 

Carter 

729 

138 

Hawkins 

1,053 

1,343 

Monroe 

847 

985 

Grainger 

1,003 

524 

Jefferson 

1,605 

176 

Cocke 

821 

100 

Sevier 

869 

88 

Hamilton 

548 

560 

Anderson 

540 

265 

Johnson 

372 

70 

Bradley 

480 

846 

Aggregate 

17,691 

14,441 

MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 

Hardin  510 

196 

Lawrence 

522 

505 

Fentress  144 

359 

Robertson 

960 

680 

Lincoln  728 

2,504 

Humphreys  433 

693 

White  1,158 

511 

Bedford 

1,853 

2,344 

Wilson  2,246 

971 

Warren 

476 

2,037 

Williamson  1,805 

809 

Montgomery  925 

781 

Davidson  1,768 

1,236 

Dickson 

319 

657 

Sumner  702 

1,621 

Franklin 

603 

1,361 

Smith  2,369 

690 

Jackson 

1,109 

628 

Rutherford  711 

1,634 

Overton 

262 

959 

Maury  1,367 

2,187 

Stewart 

378 

614 

Giles  1,110 

1,279 

Wayne 

666 

319 

Hickman  247 

937 

Aggregate 

24,371 

26,911 

WEST  TENNESSEE. 

Perry  707 

388 

McNairy 

741 

509 

Henderson  1,100 

328 

Henry 

721 

1,103 

Haywood  655 

554 

Carroll 

1,195 

425 

Hardeman  624 

853 

Weakley 

509 

726 

Obion  274 

387 

Gibson 

1,017 

432 

Shelby  829 

736 

Benton 

258 

331 

Dyer  324 

212 

Madison 

1,046 

554 

Fayette  1,003 

864 

Tipton 

519 

584 

Aggregate 

11,524 

8,991 

R.E  CAPITULATION. 

East. 

Middle. 

West. 

Total. 

Jones,  (Whig),  17,691 

24,371 

11,524 

53,586 

Polk,  (V.  B.)  14,441 

26,911 

8,991 

50,343 

Majority,  J. 

3,250  P.  2,540  J. 

2,533 

J.  3,243 

The  message  of  Governor  Polk  was  transmitted 
to  the  legislature  on  the  7th  instant.  It  is  a long  do- 
cument and  so  exclusively  devoted  to  the  local  con- 
cerns of  the  state  as  scarcely  to  afford  matter  for  a 
paragraph  of  general  interest. 

The  banks  are  believed  to  be  in  a solvent  condi- 
tion, and  capable  of  resuming  specie  payments  per- 
manently, on  reasonable  notice,  without  inconve- 
nience to  themselves  or  oppression  to  their  debtors; 
and  the  legislature  is  urged  to  appoint  a day  upon 
which  they  shall  be  required  to  resume,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  impose  on  them  additional  restrictions 
in  order  to  avoid  suspensions  in  future. 

The  whole  public  debt  of  the  state  amounts  to 
but  little  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  as  fol- 
lows: 

State  bonds  issued  and  proceeds  invested  in  stock  of 
the  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  bearing  an  interest 
of  5 per  cent,  which  is  paid  semi-annually  by  the 
bank,  §500,000 

State  bonds  issued  and  proceeds  invested 
in  capital  of  the  bank  of  Tennessee, 
bearing  an  interest  of  6 per  cent.  1,000,000 

State  internal  improvement  bonds,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  5|  per  cent.  263,166 

States  internal  improvement  bonds,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  5 per  cent.  1,253,750 


#4,016,916 

Exclusive  of  #300,000  of  state  bonds,  bearing  an 
interest  of  5 per  cent,  issued  for  the  improvement  of 
rivers,  but  not  yet  sold. 

This  debt  has  many  years  to  run  before  it  falls  due, 
and  to  meet  it  the  state  owns: 

Stock  in  the  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  #646,600 
Capital  in  the.  Bank  of  Tennessee  being 
proceeds  of  bonds  sold,  and  exclusive 
of  the  school  fund,  1,000,000 

Stock  paid  into  internal  improvement 

companies  by  state  bonds  issued,  1,916,016 


#3,163,516 

If  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  U.  States 
now  on  deposite  with  the  state  should 
not  be  recalled,  that  sum  may  be  added  1,353,516 


#4,516,726 

With  these  means  added  to  the  annually  accumu- 
lating profits  of  the  State  Bank  of  Tennessee,  which 
is  owned  exclusively  by  the  people,  and  is  under  the 
immediate  control  of  their  representatives,  it  is  sup- 
posed there  can  be  little  danger  that  a resort  to  taxa- 
tion will  be  necessary  to  enable  the  state  to  meet  its 
liabilities  at  maturity.  [JV«(.  Int. 

The  comptroller  of  the  state  reports  the  expenses 
of  the  government  for  the  past  year,  including  all 
departments,  its  gratuities,  rewards,  school  funds, 
election  expenses,  &c.  at  #470,748  75. 

The  following  is  an  aggregate  of  real  estate: 
Average  Town 

Acres.  Value.  value,  lots.  Value. 

East,  6,709,515  16,885,543  2.53  3,171  1,350,517 

Mid.  8,486,998  39,017,619  4 84  4,953  5,444,035 

West,  3,655,233  15,725,616  4.19  3,576  2,191,296 

Total.  19,170,094  71,629,678  3.84  1,100  8,986,248 

The  following  is  an  aggregate  of  the  number  of 
slaves,  their  value,  carriage  and  poll: 


Slaves.  Value.  Carriage.  Value.  Polls. 
East,  8,267  3,815,825  140  30,333  24,999 

Mid.  46,555  25,999,703  6S4  204,621  33.002 

West  21.817  13,258,227  399  1 16,S00  16,643 

Total,  76,639  43,073,760  1,223  351,754  79,244 

The  cost  of  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  state  was 
#50,529  27. 

The  contributions  to  the  purposes  of  education 
were — 

School  fund,  - #191,576  80 

Academy,  ....  24,240  00 


Education,  - - - #215,816  80 

The  whole  legislative  expenses  were  #64,831  60. 

Of  the  school  fund  expenditure,  there  were  paid 
by  the  bank  a bonus  of  #100,000. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  exhibits  the  finances 
of  the  state  in  a rather  satisfactory'  condition — re- 
ceipts #666,339  22;  disbursements  §470,744  75 — ba- 
lance in  the  treasury  #189,590  47. 

Governor  Jones,  the  whig  successor  of  Governor 
Polk,  was  inaugurated  at  Nashville  on  the  14th  ult. 
in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tennessee;  on  which 
occasion  he  delivered  an  address,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing passage  is  extracted  by  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer as  a correct  representation  of  the  opinion  of 
a majority  of  the  people  of  that  state  on  the  subject 
to  which  it  refers: 

“So  long  as  the  federal  government  shall  keep  it- 
self within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
and  the  state  yield  a ready  acquiescence,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  delegated  we  may  confidently 
hope  to  see  our  country  crowned  with  all  the  bless- 
ings that  flow  from  a well  regulated  government. 

It  is  freely  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  highest  duties 
of  the  states  to  watch,  with  the  most  scrupulous  and 
jealous  care,  any  encroachment  on  their  rights, 
and  to  rebuke,  in  a proper  spirit,  any  usurpation  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  general  government. 

When  differences  originate  as  to  what  power  may 
be  exercised  by  the  general  government,  or  what 
has  been  reserved  to  the  states,  (as  will  doubtless 
sometimes  happen),  the  constitution  has  wisely  pro- 
vided for  the  adjudication  of  all  such  questions;  and 
a resort  to  open  resistance  can  only  be  regarded  as  the 
result  of  a reckless  and  wicked  infatuation,  destruc- 
tive alike  to  the  interests  of  society  and  degrading  to 
the  national  character. 

Among  the  various  questions  that  have  arisen  dur- 
ing the  brief  but  brilliant  existence  of  our  govern- 
ment, the  power  of  congress  to  establish  a national 
bank  seems  to  be  destined  to  an  ever  varying  con- 
jecture and  conflict  of  opinion. 

That  there  is  no  express  grant  in  the  constitution 
for  the  exercise  of  this  power  is  freely  conceded. 
Its  advocates  have  never  claimed  for  it  any  higher 
authority  than  that  of  incidental  power. 

If  it  be  an  incident,  necessary  to  the  faithful  exe- 
cution of  some  specific  grant,  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  create  and  establish  such  an  institution  cannot 
be  successfully  controverted. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  congress  to  provide  for  the 
collection,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenues.  In  discharging  this  delicate  and  im- 
portant duty  it  is  not  sufficient  that  congress  may 
employ  an  agent  of  comparative  utility  and  success; 
but  it  is  imperious  that  they  should  adopt  the  best  ex- 
pedient, and  one  that  will  secure  the  objects  contem- 
plated in  the  most  efficient  manner.  The  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  the  honor  of  the  nation,  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people,  demand  the  establishment  of 
the  best  system;  and  any  compromise  between  an  in- 
ferior and  superior  agent  is  to  discharge  the  sacred 
injunctions  of  duty  and  convert  the  government  into 
one  of  new  expedients;  it  would  be  to  insult  the  pub- 
lic intelligence  to  adduce  arguments  to  prove  the 
superiority  of  a national  bank  over  any  other  fiscal 
agency  that  has  ever  been  devised  by  the  ingenuity 
of  man.  The  experiments  of  our  own  government 
stand  as  an  imperishable  monument  of  the  imbecility 
of  those  who,  under  the  infatuation  of  power,  have 
contemned  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  and  disregard- 
ed the  lessons  of  experience.  So  far  as  precedent  can 
be  relied  on  in  the  adjustment  or  settlement  of  ques- 
tions of  dispute,  this  must  be  regarded  as  beyond  the 
limits  of  all  reasonable  cavil.  The  different  de- 
partments of  government  have,  on  various  occasions 
given  it  their  most  unqualified  sanctions.  It  is  sus- 
tained by  the  most  brilliant  array  of  genius  and  ta- 
lent. Amidst  the  bright  retinue  of  its  advocates  and 
supporters,  stand  out  in  bold  relief  the  names  of 
Washington  and  Madison — names  dear  to  freedom, 
dear  to  every  American.  It  has  on  different  occasions 
received  the  most  unqualified  approval  of  the  popular 
will. 

If  the  testimony  of  the  learned,  the  virtuous  and 
patriotic,  from  the  earliest  formation  of  the  govern- 
j ment  down  to  the  present  time,  is  to  be  disregarded, 
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where  are  we  to  find  examples  of  our  opinions  and 
actions? 

If  the  high  and  solemn  adjudications  that  emanate 
from  the  temple  of  justice  are  to  have  no  influence 
in  settling  questions  of  doubt  and  dispute,  where  are 
we  to  find  an  -arbiter? 

If  the  decisions  of  a still  higher  tribunal,  the  popu- 
lar will,  are  to  be  set  at  naught,  why  talk  about  po- 
pular sovereignty?  If  all  these  are  to  be  disregard- 
ed, and  made  subservient  to  the  general  wooings  and 
tender  caresses  of  the  conscience  of  one  man,  then  is 
government  a fiction,  and  freedom  a mere  mockery. 

Believing  that  this  is  the  only  means  of  furnishing 
a sound  currency,  and  that  it  affords  the  last  linger- 
ing hope  of  reviving  the  energies  of  a once  prospe- 
rous and  happy  country,  and  restoring  it  once  more 
to  that  proud  eminence  from  which  it  was  madly 
hurled  by  party  despotism,  I shall  use  my  humble  in- 
fluence in  securing  to  my  fellow  citizens  the  blessings 
it  would  confer.” 


IOWA. 

Movement  for  Admission  as  a State  of  the 
Union.  The  people  of  Iowa  territory  are  already 
manifesting  a disposition  to  form  a state  government, 
preliminary  to  making  application  to  congress  for  ad- 
mission into  the  union  as  a state.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons urged  in  favor  of  the  measure  is,  that  it  will 
enable  her  to  avail  herself  of  the  benefits  of  the  dis- 
tribution law.  Thus,  while  this  most  beneficent  law 
is  assailed  with  great  violence  by  a party  in  this 
quarter  of  the  union,  its  practical  benefits  are  so  ap- 
parent that  the  same  party  in  Iowa  are  anxious  to 
place  themselves  in  a position  to  profit  by  its  provi- 
sions. [Wat.  Int. 


T II  K HON.  JOIINFORS  Y T II. 


Mors  sola  fatetur 

Quantula  sint  hominum  corpuscula. 

Again  the  insatiate  Archer  has  sped  his  unerring 
dart,  and  another  distinguished  victim  has  fallen  be- 
neath his  fatal  shaft.  Each  day’s  revolution  illus- 
trates the  solemn  truth  that  man  is  dust,  and  to  dust 
he  must  return.  The  most  exalted  as  well  as  the 
most  lowly  are  alike  subject  to  the  inevitable  decree 
which  has  gone  forth  from  the  throne  of  Omnipo- 
tence; and,  whether  he  moves  in  the  humblest  walks 
of  life,  or  revolves  in  the  highest  and  most  brilliant 
circles  of  society,  the  grave  awaits  him;  and  from 
^ that  last  resting  place  of  man  there  is  no  escape. — 
The  most  inordinate  ambition  and  the  lowliest  aspi- 
rations— the  most  illustrious  actions  as  well  as  the 
most  obscure  and  humble  efforts — all  tend  to  the 
same  end — all  await  the  inevitable  hour  that  closes 
forever  the  changeful  drama  of  life. 

“The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave  " 

But  what,  at  last,  are  the  most  splendid  efforts  of 
successful  ambition?  What  all  the  distinction  that 
rank,  or  fame,  or  wealth  can  bestow?  The  mere 
avarice  of  air — the  brilliant  dreams  of  a few  fleeting 
moments — the  delusive  ignes  fatui  of  life — all  ending 
in  the  awful  reality  of  death,  and  demonstrating,  in 
the  language  of  Pindar,  that  “we  are  shadows,  and 
the  dreams  of  shadows  are  all  our  fancies  imagine.” 
Where  are  now  the  illustrious  Egyptians  who  figured 
on  the  stage  of  life  two  thousand  years  ago,  who 
erected  pyramids  whose 

“Mass  indestructible  a fatigue  le  terns,’’ 
and  who  caused  their  bodies  to  be  embalmed  that 
they  might  be  preserved  till  their  immortal  spirits 
should  again  return  to  reanimate  them?  Sir  Thomas 
Brown  has  told  their  history  in  a few  words:  “Mum- 
my has  become  merchandise;  Mizraim  cures  wounds, 
and  Pharaoh  is  sold  for  balsam.” 

It  was  about  27  years  ago  that  I first  saw'  the  dis- 
tinguished individual  whose  name  heads  this  article. 
What  changes,  what  revolutions  have  occurred,  and 
what  myriads  have  passed  aw'ay  from  the  stage  of  life 
and  sunk  into  the  oblivion  of  the  grave,  since  then! 
1 was  standing  in  the  gallery  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives when  Mr.  E.  rose  to  address  that  body.  It 
was  his  first  parliamentary  effort,  and  I listened,  like 
all  present,  with  deep  interest  to  the  speech  he  then 
delivered.  He  was  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  with  a countenance  of  great  beauty  and  benig- 
nity, and  a figure  well  proportioned  and  graceful. — 
His  eye  was  blue,  soft  and  expressive,  his  complexion 
fair,  his  features  regular,  and  his  hair  light  and  glos- 
sy. His  fine  talents  and  agreeable  manners  gave  him 
at  once  a prominent  stand  in  the  body  to  which  he 
belonged  that  he  always  retained,  and  lie  rose  rapid- 
ly in  the  estimation  of  his  countrymen.  He  was 
then  unhackneyed  in  the  tortuous  ways  of  the  politi- 
cian, and  had  all  the  warmth  and  nobleness  of  heart 
which  belong  to  the  south.  He  stood  forth  the  bold 
and  ardent  defender  of  his  country,  and  the  eloquent 
advocate  and  supporter  of  the  republican  principles 
he  had  embraced. 


In  1817  the  following  sketch  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was 
written  and  published  in  a work  entitled  “Letters 
from  Washington:”* 

“Mr.  Forsyth  has,  like  most  of  the  members  of  the 
American  congress,  been  educated  for  the  bar,  at 
which  he  has  practised  for  some  years  with  conside- 
rable success.  Flc  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  seminary  of  which  Mr.  Crawford 
(afterwards  secretary  of  the  treasury)  acted  as  usher, 
and  completed  it  at  Princeton.  He  first  distinguish- 
ed himself  in  a case  of  impeachment,  instituted  by 
the  legislature  of  Georgia  against  the  commissioners 
employed  to  dispose  of  some  public  lands  belonging 
to  the  state.  On  this  occasion,  though  but  a strip- 
ling, he  displayed  much  ability,  and  acquired  no  lit- 
tle reputation.  It  was  the  means  of  making  him 
known  through  his  adopted  state,  (being  a native  of 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia),  and  of  bringing  him  into 
public  life  as  a member  of  the  great  national  council. 
The  practice  of  the  law  has,  therefore,  for  the  pre- 
sent, been  relinquished  either  from  necessity  or  in- 
clination. Legislation,  however,  seems  to  be  better 
adapted  to  his  habits  and  feelings,  and  it  is  scarcely 
probable  he  will  ever  return  to  his  profession,  if  he 
should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  in  the  difficult 
and  arduous  duties  of  a legislator  and  statesman  in 
which  he  is  now  engaged.  I think  Mr.  F.  has  ambi- 
tion, and  is  solicitous  to  render  himself  conspicuous 
in  political  life.  His  talents  are  of  no  ordinary  cha- 
racter, and,  were  he  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  the 
improvement  of  his  mind  and  the  acquisition  of  that 
various  and  general  knowledge  so  essential  to  a 
statesman,  he  would  have  few  or  no  superiors  in  this 
country.  He  is  a brilliant  and  sometimes  an  elo- *  1 
quent  speaker.  His  voice  is  harmonious  and  suscep- 
tible of  great  modulation,  but  not  sonorous  or  power- 
ful. He  wants  impetuousity  and  vehemence,  but 
supplies  this  deficiency  by  a constant,  regular  and  un- 
interrupted flow,  which  resembles  a stream  where  no 
rocks  arise  or  projections  intervene  to  disturb  the 
gentle  motion  of  its  current.  His  style  is  not  figura- 
tive or  ornate,  but  sufficiently  flowing  and  oratorical 
to  gratify  the  ear  and  please  the  mind.  He  is,  how- 
ever, more  of  a debater  than  an  orator;  his  elocution 
flows,  but  never  gushes;  his  phraseology  is  sometimes 
tastefully  selected  and  arranged,  and  his  arguments 
ingenious  and  plausible,  if  not  always  conclusive. — 
He  possesses  the  “dazzling  power  of  argument,” 
though  he  wants  the  epigrammatic  point  and  grace- 
ful antithesis  which  are  observable  in  Grattan  and 
the  Irish  orators,”  &c. 

This  sketch  requires  little  alteration.  Time  and 
experience  matured  his  faculties,  and  his  enlarged 
knowledge  of  mankind  gave  him  greater  power  over 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart.  As  a debater  few 
excelled  him.  He  w'as  always  prepared,  prompt, 
ready,  courteous  and  gentlemanly.  His  keenest 
shafts  were  dipped  in  rose  water  and  never  rankled. 
A smile  irradiated  his  countenance  even  when  his  re- 
torts were  tinctured  with  bitterness,  and  his  oppo- 
nent was  constrained  to  admire  his  courtesy  while  he 
felt  the  force  of  his  blow.  Mr.  Forsyth  continued 
in  public  life  till  a few  months  before  his  death.  He 
passed  successively  through  the  high  stations  of 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  senator  of 
the  United  States,  minister  to  Spain,  governor  of 
Georgia,  and  secretary  of  state,  in  ail  of  which  he 
displayed  the  splendid  talents  with  which  he  had  been 
endowed,  and  exercised  his  faculties  for  the  welfare 
and  glory  of  his  country.  Though  devoted  to  party, 
he  was  not  blinded  to  the  merits  of  those  who  oppos- 
ed his  political  tenets,  and  though  often  exposed  to 
the  battery  of  the  press,  and  denounced  and  con- 
demned for  the  opinions  he  entertained,  and  the  mea- 
sures he  supported,  he  suffered  no  feeling  of  hatred 
or  animosity  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind, 
or  to  embitter  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  man. — 
In  the  social  circle,  he  was  not  less  conspicuous  for 
the  ease,  grace  and  suavity  of  his  manners  and  the 
amiableness  of  his  disposition.  He  could  be  familiar 
without  being  undignified,  and  reserved  without  be- 
ing offensive.  He  was  always  self-composed,  and 
always  at  his  ease.  It  was  but  rare  that  any  thing 
had  power  to  disturb  the  apparent  serenity  of  his 
mind,  or  to  throw  into  agitation  the  habitual  placidi- 
ty of  his  temper.  He  could  be  roused  at  times,  how- 
ever, and  then  his  indignation  was  not  easily  subdu- 
ed. At  personal  or  national  insult  he  felt  deeply; 
and  he  manifested  that  feeling  both  in  his  language 
and  manner,  but  it  was  an  ebullition  which  reason  as 
well  as  virtue  would  justify. 

Mr.  Forsyth  has  filled  a considerable  space  in  the 
public  eye  for  the  last  quarter  of  a century.  His  ca- 
reer has  been  a brilliant  and  useful  one.  He  has  oc- 
cupied elevated  stations  through  life,  and  has  ren- 
dered important  services  to  his  country — and  he  has 
sunk  into  the  silent  tomb  covered  with  honors.  For- 


tune and  his  own  merits  had  placed  him  where  the 
high  gifts  with  which  his  Maker  had  endowed  him 
might  be  employed  in  promoting  the  glory  and  wel- 
fare of  his  country;  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  did 
not  employ  them  successfully  to  that  end.  He  has 
won  a niche  in  the  temple  of  immortality,  and  secur- 
ed a page  in  the  history  of  the  republic.  He  has 
now  passed  away  forever  from  the  fitful  scenes,  the 
toils  and  agitations  of  life,  and  sleeps,  with  those  who 
have  gone  before  him,  the  long  deep  sleep  of  death. 
Could  a voice  from  the  tomb  be  heard,  what  would 
be  his  language  now? 

“Ye  lying  vanities  of  life! 

“Ye  ever-tempting, ever-cheating  train! 

“Where  are  ye  now?  And  what  is  your  amount?” 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 


‘Letters  from  Washington  on  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  U.  S.&c.  by  G.  Wattcrson. 


LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  JACKSON.  The 
committee  of  invitation,  having  sent  a letter  invit- 
ing the  great  and  good  old  patriot,  to  attend  a pub- 
lic dinner  to  be  given  to  the  hon.  James  K.  Polk,  of 
Tennessee,  he  returns  the  following  answer,  which 
breathes  the  sentiments  of  one  whose  love  for  his 
country  out-weighs  all  other  feelings:  [Balt.  Rep. 

Hermitage , October  20, 1841. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter,  inviting 
me  to  be  present  at  a public  dinner  to  be  given  the 
late  governor  of  Tennessee,  hon.  James  K.  Polk,  at 
the  Nashville  Inn,  on  Saturday  the  23d  inst.  by  the 
democratic  republican  members  of  the  legislature 
and  citizens  of  Nashville  and  Davidson  county. — 
Shofild  the  weather  be  fair  and  the  state  of  my  health 
such  as  to  render  it  prudent  for  me  to  travel  so  far  as 
Nashville  on  that  day,  I will  avail  myself  of  the  plea- 
sure of  attending. 

The  “hearty  congratulations”  which  you  tender  to 
me  upon  the  signal  triumphs  of  “democratic  republi- 
can principles”  as  evinced  in  “the  late  voices  of 
Maine,  Maryland,  Georgia  and  other  states,”  are  re- 
ceived with  the  most  grateful  consideration.  Nor  do 
you  misconceive  my  sentiments,  gentlemen,  in  sup- 
posing that  these  evidences  cannot  fail  to  strengthen 
my  conviction  that  the  people  were  not  insincere  in 
their  support  of  my  administration. 

I cannot  say  that  I did  not  expect  this  re-action.  I 
did  believe  that  notwithstanding  the  events  of  1840, 
the  mighty  truths  of  republicanism  would  rise  again 
in  triumph;  but  I cannot  say  I was  fully  prepared  for 
the  revolution  at  so  early  a period.  Speculative  con- 
siderations are  giving  way  to  the  power  of  principle. 
Cool  reflection  has  quickly  kindled  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  a resolve  to  do  right  and  to  those  aberra- 
tions from  the  path  of  rectitude  which  are  as  com- 
mon to  masses  as  to  individuals.  A long  and  inti- 
mate acquaintance  wi.h  the  character  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  inspired  me  with  the  most  implicit  faith 
in  their  disposition  to  pursue  and  maintain  truth,  vir- 
tue, patriotism  and  independence  with  a single  pur- 
pose. And  at  this  late  day  of  my  life,  it  gives  me 
joy  to  say  that  faith  is  unabated. 

Among  the  causes  that  have  produced  this  awaken- 
ing in  the  public  mind  are  to  be  found  the  unjust  and 
imprudent  measures  of  the  late  extra  session  of  con- 
gress— the  tyranny  of  a dictatorial  majority  over  a 
large  and  respectable  minority.  Nor  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  effects  of  these  causes  are  exclusively 
confined  to  those  states  where  elections  have  just  ta- 
ken place. 

The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  without  constitutional  authority — the  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  established  by  law  throughout  the 
United  States — the  provision  for  a loan  within  the 
range  of  twelve  millions,  &c. — are  acts  so  palpable 
and  unauthorised  that  the  people,  as  I believe,  anxi- 
ously desire  their  repeal.  And  I entertain  a most 
sanguine  hope  the  hour  for  reconsideration,  retrench- 
ment and  reform  is  at  hand. 

I congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  as  I do  our  country  at 
large,  on  having  at  the  head  of  the  government  a presi- 
dent who,  upon  one  question  at  least,  has  a strict  and 
conscientious  regard  for  the  constitution,  who  has  not 
swerved  from  his  integrity  in  the  discharge  of  one  of 
the  highest  duties  devolving  on  the  executive,  who  has 
preserved  his  own  consistency  by  averting  the  blow 
aimed  at  our  liberties  through  an  attempt  to  establish 
another  moneyed  corporation  with  powers  enough  to 
destroy  individual  freedom  in  elections  and  to  over- 
j shadow  the  blessings  of  our  republican  institutions — . 
who  has  fearlessly  asserted  and  faithfully  exercised 
i his  constitutional  prerogative,  that  this  free  and  most 
perfect  system  of  civil  government  may  be  adminis- 
tered by  men  and  not  by  money.  And  gentlemen,  I 
may  add  that  in  the  ability  and  determination  of  the 
president  to  maintain  the  government  on  principles 
purely  republican  I have  the  most  abiding  confidence. 
| Accept  for  yourselves  and  for  those  whom  you  re- 
present my  best  wishes.  Your  fellow  citizen, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

I Messrs.  J.  P.  Ilarchcicke,  and  others , committee. 
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INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE.  Let- 
ters of  invitation  were  addressed  by  the  correspond- 
ing committee  of  Ulster  county  and  New  York  city, 
to  many  distinguished  democrats  throughout  the 
union,  to  several  of  which  appropriate  answers  were 
returned  by  those  who  were  unable  to  attend  the  con- 
vention. Nicholas  Sickles  read  to  the  convention 
letters  fromT.  H.  Benton,  M.  Van  Buren,  J.  C.  Cal- 
houn, J.  S.  Dickinson,  Levi  Woodbury,  James  Bu- 
chanan and  Morgan  Lewis,  the  three  first  of  which 
we  publish. 

Kinderhook , Oct.  4th,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter,  inviting  me  in  behalf  of  the  democracy  of 
Ulster  county,  to  attend  the  mass  convention  to  be 
held  at  Kingston,  on  the  7th  inst. 

You  cannot,  gentlemen,  be  more  deeply  impressed 
than  I am  by  the  alarming  tendency  of  the  acts  and 
designs  of  the  dominant  party,  as  indicated  by  the 
proceedings  of  congress  at  the  extra  session,  or  more 
alive  to  the  importance  of  a general  and  vigorous 
rally  of  the  democracy  in' defence  of  the  constitution- 
al rights  and  best  interests  of  the  people.  No  expe- 
rienced observer  can  have  failed  to  perceive  in  those 
proceedings  unerring  evidence  of  the  revival  of  the 
old  federal  spirit,  not  only  unmitigated,  but  greatly 
increased  in  bitterness  by  the  restraints  under  which 
it  has  for  so  long  a period  been  kept  by  the  good  sense 
and  patriotism  of  the  American  people.  Passing  by 
other  great  enormities,  there  was  nothing  done  or  at- 
tempted by  the  federalists  of  1798,  which  was  more 
hostile  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion— more  destructive  of  the  best  principles  of  our 
political  system  or  capable  of  exerting  a more  dele- 
terious influence  upon  it,  and  by  consequence  upon 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  than  the  distribution  bill 
of  the  extra  session. 

If,  therefore,  I had  no  considerations  to  respect 
other  than  such  as  relate  to  my  own  feelings,  I would 
not  fail  to  be  in  the  midst  of  you,  and  assist  in  pro- 
ceedings, from  which  so  much  good  may  be  expect- 
ed. It  has  however  appeared  to  me,  that  I should 
best  consult  what  is  due  as  well  to  the  country  and 
its  institutions,  as  to  the  democracy  of  the  union,  by 
whose  favor  I was  raised  to  the  office  of  chief  magis- 
trate, when  I limit  my  personal  agency  in  the  politi- 
cal conflicts  of  the  day  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  and  the  unreserved  expressions  of  my  opi- 
nions upon  public  questions  when  the  same  are  invit- 
ed by  such  of  my  fellow  citizens  as  are  disposed  to 
respect  them.  Having  come  to  this  conclusion  upon 
the  most  mature  consideration  of  many  similar  ap- 
plications from  my  political  friends,  I allow  myself 
to  hope  that  my  failure  to  be  with  the  democracy  of 
the  river  counties  on  the  7th  inst.  will  be  regarded 
with  the  same  kind  indulgence  that  I have  so  often 
and  so  long  received  atstheir  hands,  and  for  which  I 
am  most  grateful. 

I thank  you,  gentlemen,  very  sincerely,  for  the 
friendly  spirit  which  distinguishes  your  communica- 
tion, and  the  democracy  of  Ulster,  for  the  favorable 
opinion  they  have  been  pleased  to  form  of  my  public 
career.  The  time  can  never  come  when  I can  cease 
to  regard  with  any  other  sentiments  than  those  of 
profound  respect  and  lively  gratitude,  encomiums 
like  those  which  you  have  communicated  to  me  on 
behalf  of  a portion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  so  long  and 
so  justly  distinguished  for  steady  perseverance  and 
untiring  patriotism.  With  great  respect,  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  the  corresponding  committee. 

Washington  City,  Sept.  24th,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I make  you  many  thanks  for  your 
kind  invitation  to  attend  the  democratic  mass  con- 
vention at  Kingston,  New  York,  on  the  7th  proximo; 
but  the  rule  which  I have  loDg  followed,  not  to  at- 
tend political  meetings  out  of  my  own  state,  would 
prevent  me  from  attending,  even  if  my  speedy  depar- 
ture for  the  west  did  not  render  it  impossible. 

You  are  pleased,  among  other  kind  expressions,  to 
give  me  credit  for  firmness  in  breasting  the  storms  of 
political  adversity;  and  while  I acknowledge  my  sen- 
sibility to  the  compliment,  permit  me  to  extend  it  to 
the  great  body  of  the  American  democracy,  whonow, 
as  always  heretofore,  seem  to  have  taken  for  their 
motto,  the  Roman  maxim,  never  to  despair  of  the  re- 
public. If  ever  there  was  reason  for  giving  way  to 
despair,  and  beginning  to  doubt  the  capacity  of  the 
people  for  self-government,  it  was  just  one  year  ago, 
when  the  democratic  candidate  for  the  presidency— 
and  that  candidate  such  a man  as  Martin  Van  Buren 
was  beaten,  and  doubly  beaten,  by  a conglomeration 
of  heterogeneous  masses,  cemented  by  no  principle, 
united  on  no  measures,  stating  no  objects,  but  clamor- 
ing for  “change,”  like  fickle  Athenians,  and  pushed 
on  by  the  application  of  means  which  every  friend  to 
the  dignity  of  man,  to  the  purity  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise, and  to  the  preservation  of  republican  govern- 
ment, must  look  back  upon  with  sorrow  and  regret. 


That  such  a man — representing  such  a cause — assail- 
ed by  such  means — should  have  been  so  badly  beaten, 
was  indeed  cause  of  alarm  to  many,  and  enough  to 
dishearten  all  who  did  not  confide  in  public  virtue 
and  intelligence,  and  in  the  redeeming  virtues  of  the 
“ sober  second  thought  of  the  people .”  But  our  democra- 
cy did  not  despair.  They  took  courage  from  defeat 
— breasted  the  storm — grappled  the  foe  again;  and 
before  the  moon  has  twelve  times  “filled  her  horns,” 
the  tide  of  battle  is  turned — the  foemen  fly — and  de- 
mocracy is  herself  again. 

The  extra  session,  which  was  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consolidating  federalism,  and  crushing  demo- 
cracy, has  ended  in  the  rout  of  its  authors,  and  in  the 
triumph  of  its  intended  victims.  Never  did  the  end 
more  disappoint  the  beginning  than  in  the  case  of 
this  short  session.  In  three  months,  the  position  of 
parties  is  reversed;  the  victors,  vanquished — the  van- 
quished, victorious. 

The  summer  has  been  eventful.  Large  deeds  have 
been  done.  Events  have  taken  their  course;  and 
henceforth  the  march  of  democracy  will  be  onward, 
triumphant  and  glorious. 

Federal  whiggery  has  had  its  reign.  An  hundred 
days  it  reigned  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  rioted 
in  the  abuse  of  power.  In  expiration  of  its  enormi- 
ties, it  has  chained  itself  down  for  an  hundred  years 
in  the  dark  chamber  of  the  dead.  To  tax,  squander, 
borrow  and  gag,  was  its  daily  work.  The  twenty- 
one  millions  in  money  and  means  which  were  left 
them,  they  found  insufficient  for  ten  month’s  service, 
and  to  make  it  still  more  insufficient,  they  take  away 
the  land  revenue  from  the  treasury,  and  bestow  it 
upon  British  capitalists.  Twelve  millions  were  bor- 
rowed, which  it  will  cost  the  people  sixteen  millions 
to  pay  back.  A tax  bill  has  been  passed,  which  in- 
flicts a burthen  of  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  per 
annum  on  the  people,  td  raise  eight  or  ten  millions 
for  the  government,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  three 
or  four  millions  bestowed  upon  the  British.  Many 
ten  millions  of  imports,  heretofore  free  or  lightly 
taxed,  have  been  subjected  to  a burthen  of  fifty  per 
cent,  to  the  consumer,  in  order  to  raise  twenty  per 
cent,  for  the  government,  among  those  many  articles 
of  necessity  and  comfort;  and  the  few  which  have 
escaped  now,  are  to  be  recaptured,  (like  fugitives 
from  justice),  to  be  more  heavily  loaded  at  the  next 
session.  Tea  and  coffee  were  among  these  fugitives. 
The  salt  tax — that  impious  imposition,  the  revival 
of  which,  in  England,  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  was 
one  of  the  specified  causes  for  which  the  English 
house  of  commons  demanded  and  obtained  his  dis- 
missal from  office- — this  impious  tax  not  only  con- 
tinued but  threatened  with  augmentation,  inequality 
and  perpetuity.  A deficit  of  sixteen  millions  reveal- 
ed for  the  coming  year — a new  loan  of  ten  or  twelve 
million  announced  for  the  next  session  of  congress — 
five  millions  of  new  appropriations  at  the  late  ses- 
sion, besides  Indian  treaties  which  cannot  be  nam- 
ed— the  general  post  office,  and  the  many  pensions 
heretofore  resting  on  their  own  resources,  now  in- 
truded upon  the  treasury — a general  abolition  of  debts 
at  the  will  of  the  debtor,  under  the  violated  name  of 
a bankrupt  law — legislation  reduced  to  legerdemain, 
by  a system  of  bargain  and  trickery  which  made  the 
passage  of  bills  depend  upon  equivocations,  and  jug- 
gles and  contracts  for  the  passage  of  other  bills — the 
deepest  wound  given  to  our  form  of  government  that 
it  has  ever  received,  in  the  profligate  distribution  of 
money  from  the  public  treasury— a new  edition  of 
Biddle’s  bank,  desperately  struggled  for  by  thedevour- 
ers  of  the  old  one,  and  saved  only  then  from  their 
clutches  by  the  double  application  of  the  Jacksonian 
restringent  retributively  administered  by  the  hands 
of  their  own  physician.  Such  were  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions in  a three  month’s  session  of  the  party  which 
was  to  carry  on.  the  government  for  “thirteen  millions” 
of  dollars  per  annum,  and  which  called  congress  to- 
gether in  such  violent  haste  “to  relieve  the  distresses  of 
the  people.” 

Such  were  the  legislative  operations,  and  the  mode 
of  operating  was  worthy  of  the  work  done,  and  of 
the  workers.  Gag — gag — gag — was  the  law  and 

the  word.  In  the  house  of  representatives  democra- 
cy was  gagged  down  and  the  bill  driven  through. 
There  the  genius  of  the  old  sedition  law  reigned  su- 
preme, and  indemnified  itself  by  new  modes  of  at- 
tack upon  the  liberty  of  speech,  for  the  long  exile  of 
forty  years  which  it  had  endured.  The  same  tyran- 
ny was  intended  for  the  senate,  but  the  courage  of 
the  “ twenty-two ” saved  the  chamber  and  prevented 
that  profanation.  Their  courage  prevented  it,  for 
they  resolved  to  resist  the  tyranny  which  would  de- 
stroy the  freedom  of  the  chamber,  come  in  what 
shape  it  might — whether  as  the  bayonets  of  a milita- 
ry, or  the  mandate  of  a civil  tyrant.  They  deter- 
mined to  resist,  and  to  that  determination  the  senate 
was  indebted  for  its  escape  from  the  tyranny  and  de- 
gradation to  which  the  house  of  representatives  was 
subjected. 


The  debates  of  the  senate  during  the  “ hundred 
days,”  the  speeches  of  the  democratic  senators  dur- 
ing this  arduous  time,  who  were  called  up  early  in 
the  morning,  and  kept  late  every  evening,  that  fatigue 
might  break  down  those  whose  minds  were  an  over- 
match for  numbers — these  debates,  if  justice  could 
have  been  done  them  in  ample  reports  and  careful  re- 
vision, would  have  formed  an  era  in  the  annals  of  our 
parliamentary  history,  leaving  out  my  own,  and  I can 
say  of  the  rest  that  they  would  have  marked  the  time 
in  which  we  live,  and  constituted  an  era  on  which  the 
future  patriot  would  have  looked  back  with  pride 
and  instruction.  But  justice  could  not  be  done  them. 
The  few  reporters,  out  of  those  accumulated  notes, 
could  only  furnish  disjointed  and  abbreviated  sketch- 
es. The  speakers  themselves,  exhausted  with  dog- 
day  beats  and  prolonged  sittings — made  long  on  pur- 
pose to  produce  exhaustion — (though  in  the  end,  we 
beat  them  at  that,  and  often  made  them  sit  late 
against  their  will) — the  speakers  could  but  imperfect- 
ly sketch  the  outline,  and  collect  the  substance  of  some 
part  of  their  incessant  efforts.  Much  was  lost,  but  not 
all.  Part  got  to  the  country.  The  sound  of  the 
struggle  at  least,  was  heard,  and  the  people  were 
waked  up  to  the  consequences  of  the  momentous 
contest  which  was  going  on.  The  country  was  elec- 
trified. Every  citizen  felt  that  patriotism  required 
him  to  do  his  duty;  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the  “ state 
of  the  polls ” in  Indiana,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Ver- 
mont and  Maine.  What  these  have  done,  others 
will  soon  do,  and  we  look  to  your  noble  state  for  a 
great  example.  New  York  saved  democracy  in  the 
time  of  Jefferson,  and  she  must  not  teach  us  to  do 
without  her.  Let  her  come  into  line  once  more,  and 
open  her  lower  tier  of  forty-two  pounders.  One 
concentrated  discharge  from  her  lower  tier,  and  the 
federal  hulk  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Very 
respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  fellow  citizen, 
THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 
Committee,  8fc.  Kingston,  New  York. 

Fort  Hill,  29l/i  September,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  The  last  mail  brought  me  your  kind 
and  flattering  invitation  of  the  17th  instant,  to  attend 
a mass  convention  of  the  democracy  of  the  counties 
along  the  North  river,  and  of  Long  Island,  to  be  held 
at  Kingston  on  the  7th  of  next  month. 

The  great  distance  and  the  shortness  of  the  notice 
will  be,  I hope,  sufficient  apology  for  not  attending. 

I am  much  gratified  with  the  high  estimate  you  place 
on  my  services  in  the  great  cause  of  American  liber- 
ty; and  nothing,  I assure  you,  has  given  me  more  plea- 
sure, or  done  more  to  strengthen  my  confidence  in 
the  success  of  your  cause,  than  to  find  in  this  the 
hour  of  its  severest  trial,  so  perfect  a harmony  among 
its  friends  both  as  to  principles  and  measures,  over 
our  wide  spread  and  diversified  territory.  It  was,  in- 
deed cheering  to  behold  all  in  every  section  in  this 
hour  of  danger,  when  our  opponents  flushed  with 
victory  in  the  recent  presidential  struggle,  rushed 
forward  to  raise  the  fallen  standard  of  federalism, 
simultaneously  rally  under  the  old  republican  states 
rights  party  of  ’98-  When  I saw  that  glorious  banner 
waving  over  our  ranks,  and  the  united  enthusiasm 
along  the  whole  line  to  uphold  it,  all  apprehension 
for  the  result  of  the  contest  vanished.  As  numerous, 
and  bold,  and  united,  as  were  our  opponents — as  con- 
fident as  they  were  of  carrying  all  their  measures  at 
the  late  session,  I never  doubted,  if  they  did  succeed, 
but  Shat  the  period  of  their  victory  would  be  short. 
I could  not  believe,  when  the  real  issue  was  made, 
as  it  was,  between  the  parties,  and  the  people  were 
called  on  to  decide  between  republicanism  and  fede- 
ralism, states  rights  and  consolidation,  democracy 
and  an  artificial  moneyed  aristocracy,  engendered 
and  fostered  by  the  government,  that  they  would  not 
long  hesitate.  Already  have  events  proved  that  my 
confidence  in  their  intelligence  and  patriotism  was 
not  misplaced.  The  recent  elections  have  shown  a 
mighty  change  in  public  opinion.  That  change  will 
go  on,  if  we  but  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  our  cause 
by  a rigid  adherence  to  our  principles  and  measures, 
till  our  opponents  and  their  cause  shall  be  complete- 
ly overwhelmed  by  the  swelling  tide.  With  great 
respect,  I am,  &c.  &c.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

TENNESSEE  POLITICS.  Correspondence  be- 
tween the  Van  Buren  members  of  the  senate  of 
Tennessee  and  Mr.  Foster  of  that  state. 

Senate  Chamber,  Nashville,  Oct.  19,  1841. 

To  the  hon.  Ephraim  H.  Foster: 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  senate  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  now 
in  session,  being  a majority  of  that  body,  understand- 
ing that  your  name  will  be  presented  to  their  consi- 
deration as  a candidate  for  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  respectfully  request  you  to  inform  them  in 
writing,  what  your  opinions  are  on  the  following 
subjects,  to  wit: 
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1.  Do  you  approve  an  act  passed  at  the  late  extra 
session  of  congress,  entitled  “an  act  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States,”  and  will  you,  if  elected  to  the  senate  vote  to 
repeal  the  same? 

2.  Do  you  approve  an  act  passed  at  the  late  extra 
session  of  congress,  entitled  “an  act  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights,”  commonly  called  the  dis- 
tribution bill,  and  if  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States  will  you  vote  to  repeal  the  same? 

3.  Do  you  approve  an  act  passed  at  the  late  extra 
session  of  congress,  entitled  “an  act  relating  to  duties 
and  drawbacks,”  commonly  called  the  tax  bill,  by 
which  increased  taxes  are  laid  on  salt,  food  and  cloth- 
ing, and  other  necessaries  of  life,  and  if  elected  to 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  will  you  vote  to  repeal 
the  same? 

4.  Do  you  approve  an  act  passed  at  the  late  extra 
session  of  congress,  entitled  “an  act  authorising  a 
loan  not  exceeding  twelve  million  of  dollars;”  and 
if  elected,  will  you  vote  against  the  bill  to  be  intro- 
duced at  the  next  session  of  congress,  of  which  notice 
has  been  given  by  Henry  Clay,  a senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, to  increase  the  debt  created  by  the  above  act, 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  in  addition  to  the  said 
twelve  millions? 

5.  Do  you  approve  a bill  passed  at  the  late  extra 
session  of  congress,  entitled  “a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States,” 
and  a bill  entitled  “a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion, safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
venue by  means  of  a corporation  to  be  styled  the  fis- 
cal corporation  of  the  United  States,”  both  of  which 
bills  were  vetoed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  if  you  do  not  approve  of  either  or  both  of  said 
bills,  are  you  in  favor  of  a United  States  bank,  and 
if  so,  are  you  in  favor  of  a bank  in  which  private 
stockholders  are  to  own  all  or  any  portion  of  the 
shares? 

6.  Do  you  approve  of  an  act  passed  at  the  late  ex- 
tra session  of  congress,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of  the  late  president  of  the 
United  States,”  by  which  a large  donation  was  made 
to  a private  person  out  of  the  public  treasury — and 
do  you  hold  that  said  act  was  constitutional,  and  if 
so,  do  you  hold  that  the  same  was  proper  and  expe- 
dient? 

7.  Do  you  admit  the  right  of  the  general  assembly, 
as  a constituent  body,  to  instruct  senators  in  congress, 
and  their  duty,  when  instructed,  to  obey  or  resign? 

The  undersigned  deem  it  proper  to  state  to  you,  that 
they  are  opposed  to  permitting  an  election  to  take 
place  for  filling  the  two  vacant  seats  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  from  this  state,  until  full  and  satis- 
factory answers  are  received  in  writing,  from  each 
person  who  is  or  may  become  a candidate  for  either 
of  said  vacant  seats — and  copies  of  this  letter  will  be 
addressed  to  all  such  persons,  and  answers  required 
before  said  elections  take  place.  The  undersigned 
are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants. 

SAMUEL  TURNEY, 

S.  P.  HARDW1CKE, 

SAMUEL  H.  LAUGHLIN, 
THOMAS  J.  MATTHEWS, 

A.  JOHNSON, 

RICHARD  WARNER, 

W.  T.  ROSS, 

SACKFIELD  MACLIN, 

JOHN  MILLER, 

ROBERT  W.  POWELL, 

B.  MARTIN, 

JOHN  A.  GARDNER, 
RICHARD  WATERHOUSE. 

Nashville,  Oct.  21,  1841. 

Messrs.  Samuel  Turney,  J.  P.  Hardwicke,  and  others: 

Gentlemen:  I have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  propounding  for  my  consideration 
sundry  grave  questions  of  public  policy;  and  requiring 
me  to  enlighten  your  minds  by  a “full  and  satisfac- 
tory” reply,  or  in  the  opposite  alternative,  leaving  me 
to  anticipate  the  indefinite  postponement  of  an  elec- 
tion, which  involves  the  sacred  rights  of  the  people 
of  Tennessee  in  the  principal  counsels  of  the  nation, 
and  is  imperatively  enjoined  by  the  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

I may  lament,  gentlemen,  but  I fear  I cannot  re- 
lieve the  anxieties  which  seem  to  embarrass  your 
movements  and  threaten  to  disappoint  the  public  ex- 
pectation, by  retarding  the  execution  of  a great  and 
important  duty.  To  promise  otherwise,  would  be  to 
speak  against  “the  lights  before  me,”  and  to  labor 
against  hope  itself.  For  years  past,  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  struggle  in  a warfare  where,  as  the  country 
will  bear  me  witness,  1 scorned  alike  to  stoop  to  con- 
cealment or  beg  for  quarters.  During  that  eventful 
conflict,  in  the  length  and  fervency  of  the  repeated 
interviews  I had  the  honor  of  holding  with  some  of 


you,  and  in  the  frequent  opportunities  you  all  had  of 
reading  and  hearing  my  sentiments,  1 endeavored  to 
proclaim  my  opinions  and  declare  my  political  asso- 
ciations. If,  after  all  this,  we  do  not  yet  sufficiently 
understand  each  other,  it  must  certainly  be  the  result 
of  incorrigible  dullness  somewhere;  and  as  I make  it  a 1 
point  never  to  be  outdone  in  manners,  I must,  I sup- 
pose, as  a matter  of  politeness,  take  the  fault  to  my- 
self, and  secure  you  against  an  imputation  which 
would  wound  the  pride  of  your  constituents  and  de- 
rogate from  the  dignity  of  the  senatorial  gown.  But 
excuse  me  now,  gentlemen,  if  you  please.  Fruitless 
labor  is  apt  to  discourage  further  toils,  no  matter 
where  the  difficulty  lies,  and  I feel  myself  compelled, 
in  all  due  humility,  to  decline  the  explanations  I have 
hitherto  failed  to  impress  upon  your  intellects.  Ne- 
vertheless, by  your  leave,  gentlemen,  I may  tender 
my  profound  acknowledgments  for  the  disinterested 
candor  which  dictated  your  communication,  and  in 
behalf  of  my  own  imbecility,  implore  that  charity  I 
would  be  the  last  to  impeach  or  assail. 

A word  or  two  more,  gentlemen,  in  all  good  sober-  J 
ness,  shall  close  what  I have  to  say  on  the  present 
occasion.  They  are  called  for  by  considerations  al- 
together foreign  to  my  political  creed,  whatever  it  | 
may  be,  and  cannot  be  omitted  by  any  one  who  feels 
that  office  can  never  be  honorably  held,  unless  it  be 
honorably  sought  for  and  honorably  obtained. 

Considering  that  we  are  uncompromising  political 
adversaries — for  such  to  me  you  will  admit,  are  the  j 
whole  thirteen  of  the  self-constituted  and  august  in- 
quest I am  now  addressing — you  have  decently  veiled 
but  hardly  excused  an  extraordinary  liberty  by  the 
elevated  position  you  have  been  pleased  to  assign 
me.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  I stand  alone  be- 
fore a patriotic  inquisition,  or  who  it  is,  friend  or  foe, 
that  shares  with  me  the  honors  of  your  scrutiny. 
You  doubtless  know  of  some  who  have  placed  them- 
selves stealthily,  if  not  publicly,  in  the  category  you 
have  imposed  upon  me,  and  as  I am  bound  to  believe 
that  you  are  “all — all  honorable  men”  I trust  you  will 
not  have  failed  to  visit  these  with  similar  searchings. 
Although  some  of  them  may  be  at  the  bottom — the 
very  bottom  of  your  counsels — the  sacred  office  you 
have  honorably  and  voluntarily  assumed,  will  not  ex- 
cuse the  least  partiality.  They  should  be  held  on ' 
high  as  I am,  so  that  a just  and  equal  exposure  may 
warn  the  public  of  their  men,  and  enable  mid  day 
ambition  to  scan  by  times,  the  steel  it  may  have  to 
encounter. 

Whether  or  no  I shall  be  a candidate  for  one  of 
the  vacant  seats  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
now  at  the  disposal  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee, 
may  depend  upon  more  uncertainties  than  the  con- 
tingency of  life  itself.  I will,  on  that  score  at  least, 
endeavor  to  measure  my  ambition  by  the  desires  of 
those  whose  political  fortunes — good  or  bad — suit  me 
infinitely  better  than  yours:  and  whilst  I am  free  to 
admit  that  a majority  of  those  friends  may  command 
my  name,  I can  declare  in  equal  frankness,  that  poor 
and  humble  as  I am,  my  enemies  possess  neither 
power  to_  deter,  nor  wealth  nor  honors  enough  to 
purchase  me.  The  closeness  and  the  fierceness  of 
the  contest  may  warm  my  courage  and  stimulate  my 
exertions,  but  the  pride  of  success  shall  never,  I as- 
sure you,  tempt  me  to  violate  any  sentiment  of  pro- 
priety. 

I assert  no  uncommon  sagacity,  when  I profess  to 
understand  the  promises,  the  obligations,  and  the  po- 
litical attitude  of  every  individual  member  compos- 
ing the  honorable  body  with  whom  you  are  acting. — 
A similar  knowledge — less  acceptable  to  your  taste 
however  than  mine — excited,  no  doubt,  the  solicitude 
which  led  you  into  this  extraordinary  correspondence. 
Without  intending  to  rebuke  that  solicitude,  or  with- 
out designing  now  to  charge  any  one  of  you,  or  any 
particular  member  of  your  political  family  with  un- 
worthy attempts  upon  the  unsuspecting  integrity  of 
your  brethren  of  an  opposite  faith,  I seize  the  occa- 
sion to  declare,  solemnly  and  publicly,  that  I would 
not  ply  the  fidelity  of  the  humblest  among  all  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  though  my  election 
might  hang  on  a vote,  and  I could  successfully  ac- 
complish the  foul  seduction.  I hope,  gentlemen,  it 
may  be  in  your  power — all  of  you — to  say  as  much 
in  equal  and  unfeigned  sincerity. 

It  is  true,  gentlemen,  as  you  assert,  that  you  con- 
stitute a majbrity  “in  the  senate  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Tennessee,”  and  consequently  hold  the 
power  for  two  years  to  come,  to  enforce  the  signifi- 
cant threat  which  points  the  last  paragraph  of  your 
letter.  It  is  equally  true,  that  some  people  have  pro- 
phesied the  execution  of  that  threat,  but  I have  been 
of  the  number,  and  am  still  slow  to  believe  in  any 
such  purpose.  The  force  of  the  threat  does  not  there- 
fore annoy  me,  nor  would  its  unwise  fulfillment  in- 
jure me  more  thaTi  it  would  yourselves,  and  every 
other  good  citizen  in  the  country.  The  chief  bless- 
ings that  flow  from  this  happy  government,  belong, 
without  distinction,  to  all  men  of  every  party,  and 


their  loss — if  the  fated  hour  ever  comes — must  of 
course  be  a common  calamity.  As  their  existence 
was  co-eval,  so  their  duration  can  only  be  co-existent 
with  our  constitution,  and  that  cannot  long  survive 
unless  the  sacred  injunctions  of  that  ever  glorious  in- 
strument are  cherished  and  obeyed  by  men  of  every 
political  faith.  In  the  midst  of  party  in  its  most  ma- 
lignant forms,  I have  never  despaired  of  that  consti- 
tution. Nay,  more,  gentlemen,  though  the  fiery  de- 
mon of  faction  should  break  for  a season  the  chains 
wherewith  reason  in  its  most  forgetful  moments  has 
hitherto  bound  her  down,  and  stalk  abroad  through 
the  land  scattering  anarchy,  discord,  and  wanton  mis- 
rule, I should  not  then  altogether  despair. 

As  a nation  we  are  yet  too  young,  and  as  a people 
too  virtuous  to  disregard  the  precepts  of  our  forefa- 
thers, and  blindly  and  forever  cast  away  that  rich 
legacy — the  price  of  so  much  blood  and  suffering — 
wherewith  they  endowed  us.  The  constitution  of 
which  I am  speaking  commands  you  to  elect  two 
senators  to  represent  and  protect  the  interest  of  the 
nation  and  your  immediate  constituents  in  an  ap- 
proaching congress.  At  all  events,  it  imposes  upon 
you  the  obligation  of  faithfully  attempting  a selection; 
and  ardent  and  determined  as  some  of  you  may  be 
in  an  honest  desire  to  advance  some  particular  friend 
at  the  expense  even  of  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  question,  there  must  certainly  yet  be  found 
of  your  number  one  man,  who,  nobly  looking  beyond 
party  to  his  country  and  the  constitution,  will  change 
that  lean  majority  of  which  you  have  so  imprudently 
and  incautiously  boasted. 

If  any  of  you,  gentlemen,  are  disposed  to  complain 
of  the  channel  through  which  these  respects  will  first 
meet  your  eyes,  you  will  find  my  apology  in  the  Union 
of  yesterday.  Your  letter,  I own — with  many  thanks 
for  the  act  of  especial  condescension — was  delivered 
to  me  in  studied  and  decent  form  by  three  of  its  most 
distinguished  signers:  but  I had  scarcely  time,  from 
other  indispensable  vocations,  to  pass  a hurried  glance 
over  its  pages — certainly  no  sufficient  opportunity  to 
consider  the  art  or  the  just  merits  of  such  an  impor- 
tant communication,  before  I found  its  contents  copi- 
ed into  the  columns  of  a newspaper.  By  addressing 
you  thus  through  the  intervention  of  the  press,  I not 
only  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  possible  publicity, 
but  I have  the  honor  to  imitate  and  rival  a high  ex- 
ample. I am,  gentlemen,  with  all  due  consideration, 
your  obedientservant.  EPHRAIM  H.  FOSTER. 
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RECIPROCITY  OF  TRADE.  From  the  speech 
of  General  Tallmadge,  at  the  convention,  lately 
held  at  New  York,  for  the  protection  of  home  in- 
dustry, we  make  the  following  extract: 

He  said  that  unwise  legislation  had  crippled  the 
energies  and  resources  of  the  country.  We  are  ad- 
vocates for  free  trade;  but  whilst  we  have  opened  our 
ports,  and  held  out  our  arms  to  receive  the  produce 
of  foreign  lands,  we  remonstrate  against  being  made 
inferiors  in  the  land  of  our  birth.  In  relation  to  this, 
it  is  proper  to  see  in  what  relation  this  country  stands 
with  others  in  regard  to  foreign  commerce.  Nine- 
tenths  of  the  importations  into  this  city  from  France 
are  on  foreign  account.  And  almost  the  same  may 
be  said  of  importations  from  Germany  aud  Great 
Britain.  Therefore  it  is  high  time  that  our  govern- 
ment placed  us  on  a true  footing  of  equality  with 
other  nations. 

What  causes  the  present  inequality?  Great  Bri- 
tain— the  sea-girt-isle — by  her  unrivalled  position, 
and  her  superior  policy,  has  done  it.  Once  her 
colonies,  by  the  nerve  of  our  arms,  and  the  sa- 
gacity of  Washington,  w'e  freed  ourselves;  while 
England  has  gone  on  since  then,  as  before,  co- 
lonizing the  world  by  her  commercial  regulations, 
she  has  again  reduced  us  to  the  condition  of  a 
mere  colony  to  her.  Look  at  her  corn  laws.  To 
name  them  is  enough.  She  has,  it  is  true,  made 
a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  us — she 
has  flooded  us  with  her  manufactures,  and  in  return 
takes  nothing  from  us — she  drains  us  of  our  specie  to 
the  amount  of  $1, 000, 000  a month,  and  yet  prohi- 
bits every  article  that  we  can  carry  her  in  return  but 
cotton.  Let  political  quacks  put  plans  of  finance  and 
currency  upon  paper  as  long  as  they  please,  there  is 
no  commercial  condition  which  can  be  sound  and 
healthy,  but  to  put  this  country  upon  an  equality  in 
regard  to  commerce  with  the  country  with  which 
she  trades.  The  general  then  instanced  the  duties 
placed  upon  pork,  flour,  &c.  by  other  countries,  so 
as  to  render  it  useless  to  carry  them  abroad.  And, 
he  added,  one-third  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  substantially  carried  on  in  British 
bottoms.  The  general  then  read  an  extract  from  an 
“Edinburgh  Review”  of  1837,  stating  that  Great 
Britain  possessed  one-fourth  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Stales,  whilst  the  latter  possessed  but  one- 
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tenth  of  their  commerce.  And  now,  he  added,  at  least 
one-third  of  our  commerce  is  in  the  hands  of  foreign 
vessels.  We  say  that  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  the 
tabacco  growing  states  ought  to  be  protected  the 
same  as  the  north  in  relation  to  wheat  and  wool.  But 
tobacco  that  is  worth  10  cents  a pound  here  is  as- 
sessed in  England  nine  shillings  a pound;  a duty  on 
American  production  of  2,000  per  cent.  Thus,  this 
American  production  is  almost  ruined  by  this  enor- 
mous impost.  Let  the  people  who  talk  of  free  trade 
look  at  this.  The  American  Institute  are  advocates 
of  the  only  true  principles  of  free  trade.  What 
should  be  the  policy  of  our  government?  We  ask 
for  and  offer  free  trade.  When  that  is  rejected,  we 
ask  for  a proper  reciprocity,  and  the  American  Insti- 
tute does  not  ask  for  higher  duties,  for  burdensome 
imposts;  but  we  say  “take  our  tobacco  on  equal 
terms.”  If  they  refuse  that  reciprocity,  we  say  that 
we’ll  put  a duty  on  your  broadcloth  equal  to  what 
you  put  on  our  tobacco.  (Cheers.)  Our  path  and 
hope  and  desire  is  peace.  With  a clear  deck,  and 
an  open  field  we  ask  no  favors  of  the  world.  (Cheers.) 
But  with  the  eagle-eyed  foreign  policy  of  a keen  and 
vigorous  government  abroad  on  one  hand,  and  parties 
and  rulers  here  at  home  all  intent  upon  nothing  but 
makin0"  presidents  and  getting  into  office,  on  the  other, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  our  agricultural  interests,  manu- 
factures and  commerce  are  all  going  to  ruin  as  fast 
as  they  can.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  Look  at  our 
rice  if  that  goes  to  England,  it  is  met  with  a duty  of 
*3  or  4,4;  and  so  it  is  with  everything  that  they  can 
grow  in  their  colonies.  And  therefore  we  say  put 
their  goods  on  the  same  footing  as  they  place  ours. 
(Cheers.)  The  American  Institute  holds  to  no  party 

supports  no  party — but  censures  all  parties  alike — 

and  calls  upon  all  to  support  our  agriculture,  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  and  to  procure  such  a sys- 
tem of  legislation,  as  will  soon  put  us  on  an  equality 
with  other  nations  in  all  our  commercial  pursuits. 
On  our  pork,  there  is  a duty  of  $6  a barrel  in  the 
West  India  market.  And  is  not  some  retaliation  ne- 
cessary! Take  the  article  of  lumber;  go  to  our  moun- 
tains, and  see  the  superabundance;  and  yet  see  the 
vast  majority  of  foreign  vessels  in  our  ports  carry- 
ing this  away  to  sell  in  foreign  markets.  On  the  Sa- 
vannah river  I met  eleven  foreign  vessels,  thus  load- 
ed where  I did  not  see  one  American  vessel.  There 
is  something  wrong  here;  for  a Yankee  is  never  be- 
hind any  other  man,  where  there  is  a hard  dollar  to 
be  earned  by  honest  industry.  (Cheers.)  As  Hudi- 
bras  said, 

“For  every  why  there  is  a wherefore.’’ 

(Cheers.)  Then  there  are  shingles.  There  is  a duty 
of  43  25  on  every  1,000  shingles  in  the  West  India 
market;  an  American  vessel  goes  from  here  with  a 
load  and  by  the  side  of  her  in  Jamaica  shall  be  a 
vessel  from  New  Brunswick,  or  even  Maine,  selling 
shingles  at  $3  00,  25  cents  less  than  the  duty.  Thus 
is  our  commercial  marine  cut  up,  and  in  case  of  war, 
this  strong  arm  of  our  defence  will  not  be  found;  you 
may  blow  your  trumpets  and  beat  your  drums,  but 
your  naval  heroes  will  not  be  within  hearing.  Take 
our  silk  trade.  Look  at  France.  She  sends  us  all 
her  gew-gaws,  which  our  wives  and  daughters  are 
used  to  adorn  themselves  with,  and  we  feel  pleased 
to  see  them  do  so;  France  takes  $500,000  of  our  spe- 
cie from  us  for  these  gew-gaws  every  month,  but 
takes  not  a dollar  of  our  produce  free  in  return.  And 
thus  our  government  has  gone  on  until  an  empty 
treasury  has  obliged  them  to  put  a trifling  duty  on  many 
things  in  order  to  restore  something  like  equality. 
Gen.  T.  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  movements 
made  by  Great  Britain,  in  buying  our  cotton  seed  and 
gins,  and  sending  out  these  and  our  planters  to  India, 
all  which  we  have  once  detailed.  He  added — She  is 
also  encouraging  its  growth  in  Egypt,  Brazil  and 
Texas.  She  takes  the  virtuous  Texas  in  her  arms; 
(laughter)  the  lovely  Texas,  every  acre  of  whose  soil 
will  produce  cotton.  ’Tis  like  the  poet’s  lines — 
“Nature  there  had  done  her  part, 

The  booby  only  wanted  art.” 

(Laughter.)  And  Great  Britain  is  teaching  her  the 
art,  and  Patterson  and  Lowell  are  at  work  making 
machinery  for  her.  And  even  Colombia  has  sent  to 
this  city  orders  for  quantities  of  our  Sea  Island  cot- 
ton seed,  in  order  to  see  if  they  can’t  rival  South  Ca- 
rolina in  that  unequalled  production  of  the  world 
We  see  by  the  last  British  prices  current,  that  70,000 
bales  of  cotton  had  arrived  from  India,  and  that  had 
lessened  the  price  of  cotton  in  the  American  market. 
Why  then  slander  us  because  we  want  protection? 
We  see  all  parties  so  busy  with  politics  and  office- 
seeking, and  the  government  so  busy  keeping  and 
perpetuating  office,  that  they  have  not  had  time  to 
insist  upon  reciprocity,  and  take  the  proper  retalia- 
tory measures.  You  will  not  ask  me  now  for  tables, 
but  listen  to  an  extract  from  the  “Herald,”  about  the 
specie  shipped  for  abroad  the  last  week  in  Septem- 
ber; 


By  the  Gladiator,  to  London,  . . . $230,000 

By  the  Louis  Philippe,  to  Havre,  . . . 346,000 

By  the  Great  Western,  to  Bristol,  . . 271,340 

By  the  Acbar,  for  Canton, 250,000 

$1,097,340 

We  say  then,  put  these  gew-gaws  and  things,  upon 
the  same  principle  as  you  put  ours,  and  we’ll  take  as 
many  as  you  please;  and  you  take  our  beef  and  pork, 
and  grain  on  the  same  footing.  But  no,  says  grand- 
mother England,  our  books  on  free  trade  are  for  you 
to  read  and  obey,  but  not  for  us  to  act  up  to.  We 
put  it  on  to  your  tobacco;  and  by  and  by,  when  we 
get  other  countries  to  raise  plenty  of  cotton,  we’ll 
tack  it  on  to  that,  and  you  may  whistle  and  fiddle  till 
you’re  tired — we’ve  got  you!  (Great  cheering,  and 
much  discriminating  laughter.)  Why  the  shipments 
from  Savannah,  by  the  tables,  in  American  bottoms, 
in  one  year,  was  22,668  tons;  in  foreign  bottoms, 
41,383  tons.  Upon  Lake  Erie,  at  Detroit,  there  were 
in  that  commerce  thus: 

Vessels.  Tonnage. 

American  7 593 

British  152  12,000 

I think  this  too  great  to  be  correct.  But  at  Onta- 
rio it  is  thus; 

Vessels.  Tonnage. 

American  599  63,517 

British  1,011  215,080 

Thus  five-sixths  of  the  commerce  of  that  lake  is  in 
the  hands  of  your  great  rival.  In  vain  did  Perry 
fight  and  conquer  if  this  is  the  result.  .Again,  at 
Cleveland,  we  find  that  in  one  day  8,000  barrels  of 
flour,  equal  to  40,000  bushels  of  wheat  was  sold,  de- 
liverable in  Kingston,  at  the  same  price  charged  to 
New  York.  All  the  stores  in  Kingston  are  not  large 
enough  to  hold  the  American  produce  sent  there  to 
be  re-shipped,  and  compete  with  us  in  a foreign  mar- 
ket. And  nearly  all  the  produce  from  11  states  and 
territories  goes  thus;  by  checking  the  free  commerce 
of  this  city  and  country,  trade  is  thus  diverted  and 
goes  to  aggrandise  our  rival. 

Why,  in  one  year  after  the  late  treaty  was  made 
with  Great  Britain,  the  tolls  on  the  Welland  canal 
rose  from  .£12,000  to  <£50,000.  Before  this  treaty, 
on  your  own  canal,  there  were  753,000  tons  delive- 
rable at  tide  water;  this  would  require  1,400  vessels, 
of  500  tons  each,  to  carry  it  abroad;  and  this  is  di- 
verted to  benefit  your  enemy,  and  cripple  yourselves. 
What,  then,  is  to  be  done?  Let  us  do  justice  to  com- 
merce, agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  we  ask  no 
favors  of  the  world.  We  go  for  free  trade,  but  when 
we  don’t  get  it,  the  American  Institute  is  too  modest 
to  boast  of  it.  (Cheers.)  Gen.  T.  then  spoke  of  the 
conduct  and  treaty  of  England  with  Brazil — her  send- 
ing out  $27,000,000  of  goods  and  taking  nothing  but' 
cotton  in  return,  which  caused  Brazil  to  say  the 
treaty  should  be  void  after  1844.  Also  the  conduct 
of  England  in  the  tea  trade,  in  the  10  per  cent,  duty, 
then  throwing  it  open  to  the  world,  and  sending  out 
her  stale  teas  to  this  country  for  fresh  tea.  “If  we 
don’t  get  free  trade  or  reciprocity,  we  say  look  at 
your  10,000  per  cent,  on  our  tobacco  and  2,000  per 
cent,  on  our  rice.”  Great  Britain  has  three-fourths 
of  all  our  commerce,  while  many  of  our  large  vessels 
are  lying  idle.  Look  at  the  statistics  of  ship  build- 
ing for  1841: 


ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 


Vessels. 

1 81 
113 
109 
103 
111 
72 


Tons. 

38,936 

17,811 


SPEECH  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  SLADE, 

In  house  of  representatives,  18f/i  and  20th  January.  1840. 
[concluded  from  page  143.] 

Violation  of  implied  pledge  of  the  south  to  the  north. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  look  a little  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  pledge  of  the  south  to  the  north 
has  been  redeemed;  or  rather,  I ought  to  say,  at  the 
extent  of  its  violation.  If  you  will  accompany  me  in 
a brief  examination,  I will  show  you  how  slavery 
has  increased  its  numbers — acquired  new  territory — 
enlarged  its  power — claimed  exemption  from  all  op- 
position— and  trampled  down  the  dearest  rights  of 
freedom,  in  its  march  to  uncontrolled  dominion. 

In  1790  the  slave  population  amounted  to  697,897 
Now  mark  its  increase: 

In  1800  it  was 893,041 

In  1810  it  was 1,191,364 

In  1820  it  was 1,538,064 

In  1830  it  was  .....  2,009,031 

In  1840,  probable  number,  . . . 2,700,000 

Slavery  was  to  be  abolished  “at  no  distant  day!” 
and  yet  it  has  increased  to  two  millions  seven  hun- 
dred thousand!  And  in  that  very  state  from  which 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Henry  and  others 
predicted,  and  prayed  for,  its  speedy  extirpation,  are 
slaves  now  actually  raised  for  exportation. 

[Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.  here  interposed,  and  denied 
the  truth  of  the  assertion.  Mr.  S.  perceiving  that  the 
remark  had  excited  some  sensibility,  and  desiring  to 
avoid  seeming  to  cast  reproach  upon  Virginia,  passed 
it  over  by  remarking  that  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  notoriously  a market  for  the  surplus  slaves  in  the 
neighboring  counties  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
that  slaves  thus  purchased  were  annually  shipped  in 
large  numbers  to  southern  markets.  On  the  day  fol- 
lowing, Mr.  Garland,  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  S.  having 
spoken  of  his  allusion  to  slave-breeding  in  Virginia 
as  “the  repetition  of  a base  slander  of  that  prince  of 
demagogues,  Daniel  O’Connell,”  Mr.  S.  asked  per- 
mission to  read,  in  proof  of  his  assertion,  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  declarations  of  distinguished  Vir- 
ginians which  he  found  in  “Jay’s  View  of  the  action 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  behalf  of  Slavery:” 
“In  the  legislature  of  this  state,  in  1832,  Thomas 
Jefferson  Randolph  declared  that  Virginia  had  been 
converted  into  ‘one  grand  menagerie,  where  men  are 
reared  for  the  market  like  oxen  for  the  shambles.’ 
This  same  gentleman  thus  compared  the  foreign 
with  the  domestic  traffic.  ‘The  trader  (African)  re- 
ceives the  slaves,  a stranger  in  aspect,  language  and 
manner,  from  the  merchant  who  brought  him  from 
the  interior.  But  here,  sir,  individuals  whom  the 
master  has  known  from  infancy — whom  he  has  seen 
sporting  in  the  innocent  gambols  of  childhood — who 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  to  him  for  protection, 
he  tears  from  the  mother’s  arms,  and  sells  into  a 
strange  country— among  a strange  people — subject  to 
cruel  taskmasters.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  much  worse  ’ 
“Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  in  his  speech  in  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  January  18,  1831,  (see  Rich- 
mond Whig),  says:  ‘The  legal  maxim  of  partus  sequi- 
tur  ventrem  is  coeval  witli  the  existence  of  the  rights 
of  property  itself,  and  is  founded  in  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice. It  is  only  on  the  justice  and  inviolability  of 
this  maxim,  that  the  master  foregoes  the  service  of  the 
female  slave,  has  her  nursed  and  attended  during  the 
period  of  her  gestation,  and  raises  the  helpless  and 
infant  offspring.  The  value  of  the  property  justifies 
the  expense;  and  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  in  its 
increase  consists  much  of  our  wealth.’ 

“Professor  Dew,  now  president  of  the  college  of 
William  and  Mar}r,  Virginia,  in  his  review  of  the  de- 
bate in  the  Virginia  legislature  in  1831-2,  speaking 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  trade  says:  ‘A  full 
equivalent  being  thus  left  in  the  place  of  the  slave, 
this  emigration  becomes  an  advantage  to  the  state, 
and  does  not  check  the  black  population  as  much  as 
at  first  view  we  might  imagine,  because  it  furnishes 
every  inducement  to  the  master  to  attend  to  the  ne- 
groes, to  encourage  breeding,  and  to  cause  the  great- 
est number  possible  to  be  raised.  Virginia  is,  in  fact, 
a negro-raising  state  for  other  states.’ 

“Mr.  C.  F.  Mercer  asserted  in  the  Virginia  con- 
vention of  1829:  ‘The  tables  of  the  natural  growth  of 
the  slave  population  demonstrate,  when  compared 
with  the  increase  of  its  numbers  in  the  common- 
wealth for  twenty  years  past,  that  an  annual  revenue 
of  not  less  than  a million  and  a half  of  dollars  is  de- 
rived from  the  exportation  of  a part  of  this  popula- 
tion.’ ”] 

Mr.  Slade  proceeded.  With  the  increase  of  slaves 
from  697,897  to  near  two  millions  and  three-quarters, 
have  the  number  of  the  slave  states  increased  from  six 


In  Maine  there  were  built, 

Massachusetts, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

New  York, 

Think  of  this  gradual  consumptive  decay  which 
awaits  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  our  country. 

Yet  there  is  no  defect  in  our  institutions;  we  stand 
elevated  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  for  capacity  to  pro- 
duce. When  Russia  wants  to  build  a vessel  she 
sends  to  New  York,  buys  one  of  our  vessels,  takes  it 
home,  and  puts  it  on  stocks,  as  a model  to  build  after. 

Does  she  want  a steam  vessel,  New  York  is  the  place 
that  she  sends  to  for  one.  Is  a cotton  factory  want- 
ed, America  furnishes  it.  Does  Prussia  want  a mill 
to  grind  her  grain  with,  she  sends  to  Rochester  for  it, 
and  to  Baltimore  for  an  engineer  and  machinery. 

When  Austria  wants  a locomotive,  she  sends  straight 
to  Philadelphia  to  get  one.  When  Egypt  wakes  up 
from  her  Pharaoh  like  sleep,  and  finds  that  her  bull 
mills  are  not  the  best  in  the  world,  she  sends  here 
for  a steam  engine.  When  Texas  wants  machinery, 
she  sends  to  Lowell  and  Patterson  for  it.  And  even 
England — when  England  wants  a locomotive,  she 
sends  to  Philadelphia — dear  Philadelphia — sister  Phi- 
ladelphia send  one  over  to  us,  for  we  can  build  no-  j 
thing  to  equal  it.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  Oh! 
then,  protect  your  laborers — protect  your  agricul- 
ture— protectyour  manufactures,  and  when  you  want  to  thirteen;  three  of  the  new  slave  states  being  formed 
j a spur  to  a protective  duly  take  ourtobacco  and  rice  i from  territory  purchased  with  the  common  treasure 
I for  an  example.  i of  the  nation;  so  that  the  north  has  actually  paid  her 
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money  to  purchase  new  fields  to  be  moistened  with  the 
sweat  and  blood  of  slavery,  instead  of  having  the  pro- 
mised aid  of  the  south  in  getting  rid  of  the  national 
evil! 

The  number  of  representatives,  on  account  of  the 
slave  population,  has  increase  to  tiventy-Jive;  and  will 
probably  rise  to  thirty  alter  the  next  census.  Let  me 
show  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  strange  results  of  this 
principle  of  “slave  representation”  on  this  floor. 

The  slave  states  with  a free  population  of 3, 823, 000, 
have  one  hundred  representatives:  while  the  free 
states,  with  a population  of  7,003,000,  have  but  one 
hundred  and  forty-two.  Look  at  this  in  some  of  its 
details. 

Virginia,  with  a population  of  741,000,  has  twenty- 
one  representatives,  while  Ohio,  with  a population  of 
947,000,  has  but  nineteen.  The  free  state,  with  a 
free  population  of  206,000  more,  has  a representation 
of  two  less. 

Pennsylvania,  with  a population  of  1,347,800,  has 
twenty-eight  representatives,  while  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  with  a 
population  of  912,000  being  435,800  less  than  Penn- 
sylvania, has  the  same  number!  I might  pursue  this 
comparison,  but  I have  gone  far  enough  to  show  the 
great  disadvantage  to  which  the  free  states  have  been 
subjected  by  yielding  to  the  south  a slave  representa- 
tion, for  which  they  obtained,  in  the  compromise,  no 
substantial  equivalent,  as  1 will  now  show. 

The  constitution  provides  that  “representatives  and 
direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
states  which  may  be  included  within  this  union,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be 
determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
persons  * * * three-fifths  of  all  other  persons,” 
that  is  three-fifths  of  the  slaves.  This  ext  a burden 
of  taxation  on  account  of  slaves  was  regarded  as  some 
compensation  to  the  north  for  the  extra  advantage  to 
the  south  of  a slave  representation.  Now,  sir,  let 
us  see  how  this  consideration  for  the  concession  has 
failed. 

By  a letter  of  the  26th  of  January,  1838,  in  reply 
to  a call  for  information  from  the  register  of  the 
treasury,  it  appears  that  the  whole  of  the  receipts 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  from  the  4th 
of  March,  1789,  to  the  31st  of  Dec.  1836,  had  been: 
From  customs  ....  $682,957,784  47 
Internal  revenue  . . . 22,253,045  38 

Postage  ....  1,092,227  52 

Direct  taxes  ....  12,742,294  64 


$719,045,352  01 

The  receipts  of  the  last  three  years 

have  been  96,731,262  48 


$815,776,614  49 

It  thus  appears  that  of  more  than  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen  millions  of  receipts,  about  twelve  millions  and 
three-quarters  only  have  been  from  direct  taxation, 
and,  even  of  this,  the  north  has,  of  course  paid  her 
proportion.  Such  is  the  practical  equivalent  which 
has  been  received  for  a concession  which  has  enabled 
the  south,  by  a representation  of  slave  property,  to 
control  the  destinies  of  the  country  for  fifty  years — 
a concession  which  no  one  now  believes  would  have 
been  made,  but  for  the  assurance  which  I have  shown 
was  felt,  an  assurance  encouraged  by  the  slave  states 
themselves,  that  slavery  should,  “at  no  distant  day,” 
be  abolished  throughout  the  country. 

But  while  the  rendering  of  the  constitutional  equi- 
valent for  the  slave  representation  has  thus  been 
avoided  when  money  was  to  be  paid,  we  find  the 
compromise  fully  carried  out  when  money  is  to  be 
received.  Thus  the  ratio  of  representation,  includ- 
ing the  representation  in  the  senate,  was  made  the 
basis  of  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  by 
the  act  of  1S36,  giving,  of  course,  a dispropor- 
tionate amount  to  the  slave  states.  Thus  the  thir- 
teen free  states,  with  a population  of  7,003,000, 
received  $21,410,777  12;  while  the  thirteen  slave 
states,  with  a free  population  of  3,823,000,  received 
$16,058,082  85!  So  that  there  was  received  for  each 
tree  inhabitant  of  the  slave  states  $4  20;  while  for 
each  inhabitant  of  the  free  states  there  was  received 
but  $3  06! 

While  considering  the  subject  of  the  concession  to 
the  south  of  a slave  representation,  one  cannot  help 
inquiring  what — since  so  much  is  said  of  implied  com- 
promises— were  the  real  compromises  of  the  consti- 
tution in  connexion  with  the  subject  of  slavery?  What 
did  each  party  actually  concede  to  the  other? 

There  was  conceded  to  the  south  the  stipulation  to 
deliver  up  fugitive  slaves — protection  against  domes- 
tic violence — a continuance  of  the  slave-trade  twenty 
years — and  the  three-fifths  representation  of  slave 
property.  Surely  these  are  large  concessions  to  be 
made  in  favor  of  slavery!  And  what  concession  was 
made  to  the  north  in  return?  None!  except  the  sti- 
pulation just  referred  to,  in  regard  to  direct  taxation; 
which  has,  as  1 have  shown,  amounted  to  nothing. 


Does  not  this  glaring  inequality  of  concession  give 
irresistible  force  to  the  argument  which  I have  drawn 
from  the  history  of  those  times,  to  show  that  it  was 
the  general  expectation  that  slavery  would  be  soon 
abolished?  Is  it  possible  to  believe  that  such  conces- 
sions would  have  been  made  in  favor  of  slavery  (con- 
cessions to  wrong,  not  to  right ) if  any  body  hau  sus- 
pected that  it  was  not  to  be  abolished,  but  to  be  che- 
rished, increased  and  made  permanent?  Did  any 
body  dream  that  the  concession  of  a “three-fifth”  re- 
presentation would,  within  fifty  years,  bring  into 
congress  thirty  representatives — a representation  of 
two  million  seven  hundred  thousand  slaves?  But, 
more  than  all — could  it  have  been  thought  of,  or,  if 
thought  of,  could  the  idea  have  been  endured  for  a 
moment — that  that  concession  was  to  be  used  as  an 
engine  of  political  power ? that  the  destinies  of  the 
country  were  actually  to  be  controlled  by  the  repre- 
sentation which  slavery  should  bring  into  this  hall, 
and  the  votes  it  should  give  in  the  elections  of  the 
chief  magistrates  of  the  country? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  history  of  slavery  in  this  country 
for  the  last  thirty  years  has  been  a history  of  en- 
croachment without  a parallel;  encroachments  involv- 
ing as  gross  a violation  of  implied  pledges  as  can  well 
be  conceived.  Let  facts  speak  on  this  subject;  and, 
that  they  may  speak  in  the  best  manner  and  to  the 
best  effect,  let  me  read  to  the  house  an  extract  from 
a speech  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
some  two  years  ago,  by  Governor  Davis,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  sound,  practical  sense,  for  which  he  is 
so  much  and  so  deservedly  distinguished,  seized  upon 
the  strong  points  of  this  matter  of  southern  encroach- 
ment, and  presented  them  in  the  following  language: 

“This  interest  (slavery)  has  ruled  the  destinies  of 
the  republic.  For  forty  out  of  forty-eight  years  it 
has  given  us  a president  from  its  own  territory,  and 
of  its  own  selection.  During  all  this  time  it  has  not 
only  had  a president  sustaining  his  own  peculiar  views 
of  public  policy,  but,  through  him,  has  held  and  used 
in  its  own  way  the  whole  organization  of  all  the  depart- 
ments, and  all  the  vast  and  controlling  influence  inci- 
dent to  that  office,  and  to  aid  it  in  carrying  on  its 
views  and  policy,  as  well  as  to  protect  and  secure  it 
to  every  advantage. 

“Let  us  explore  a little  further,  and  see  how  the 
two  houses  of  congress  have  been  organized.  For 
thirty  years  out  of  thirty-six  that  interest  has  placed 
its  own  speaker  in  the  chair  of  the  other  house,  thus 
securing  the  organization  of  committees,  and  the  great 
influence  of  that  station.  And,  sir,  while  all  other 
interests  have,  during  part  of  the  time,  had  the 
chair  (vice  presidency)  in  which  you  preside  assign- 
ed to  them,  as  an  equivalent  for  these  great  conces- 
sions, yet,  in  each  year,  when  a president  pro  tern, 
is  elected,  who,  upon  the  contingencies  mentioned 
in  the  constitution,  will  be  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  that  interest  has  invariably  given  us  that 
officer.  Look,  I beseech  you,  through  all  the  places 
of  honor,  of  profit  and  of  privilege;  and  there  you 
will  find  the  representatives  of  this  interest  in  num- 
bers that  indicate  its  influence.  Does  not,  then,  this 
interest  rule,  guide  and  adapt  public  policy  to  its  own 
views,  and  fit  it  to  suit  the  action  and  products  of  its 
own  labor?” 

In  connexion  with  the  view  thus  presented  by  Go- 
vernor Davis,  let  me  refer  to  the  progress  of  the  in- 
fluence of  slavery  in  the  elections  of  the  presiding 
officers  of  this  house.  The  termination  of  the  pre- 
sent congress  will  complete  fifty-two  years  from  the 
organization  of  the  government.  During  the  first 
twelve  years  the  speakers  were  from  Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts;  during 
the  next  six  years  from  North  Carolina;  the  next  four 
years  from  Massachusetts;  the  next  nine  years  from 
Kentucky  and  South  Carolina;  the  next  year  from 
New  York;  the  next  four  years  from  Virginia  and 
Kentucky;  the  next  two  years  from  New  York;  and 
the  last  fourteen  years  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee. 

Dividing  the  whole  term,  as  near  as  may  be,  into 
three  equal  periods,  it  appears  that,  for  the  first  seven  • 
teen  years,  the  chair  was  filled  twelve  years  from  the 
north,  and  Jive  years  from  the  south,  for  the  next  seven- 
teen years,  five  from  the  north,  #nd  twelve  from  the 
south;  and  for  the  last  eighteen  years  two  from  the 
north,  and  sixteen  from  the  south! 

Such  a result  as  this  needs  no  comment.  It  speaks  for 
itself,  and  speaks  a language  not  to  be  misunderstood. 

For  further  evidence  of  the  power  of  slavery  and 
its  disposition  to  encroachment,  I might,  if  I had 
time,  refer  to  numerous  important  questions  which 
have  been  decided  in  congress,  in  which  the  power 
of  the  three-fifth  representation  has  had  a controlling 
[ effect.  I might  also  speak  of  the  existing  relations 
between  the  states  of  Georgia  and  Maine,  and  Virgi- 
nia and  New  York;  growing  out  of  the  extraordina- 
ry claims  of  Georgia  and  Virginia  in  connexion  with 
slavery.  I might  refer  to  the  frequent  threats  of  vio- 
lence— to  the  scenes  of  Lynching — to  the  violation  of 
the  mails — and  to  the  violation  of  the  constitution,  in 


denying  to  the  free  colored  citizens  of  the  north  the 
privileges  of  citizens  in  the  southern  states  of  this 
union.  But  time  would  fail  me. 

Upon  this  latter  topic,  however,  I cannot  refrain 
from  dwelling,  for  a moment,  for  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  effect  which  has 
been  given,  at  the  south,  to  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
emigration  within  their  borders,  and  even  a sojourn 
among  them,  of  free  colored  citizens  of  other  states. 

I allude  to  the  execution  of  these  laws  upon  the  citi- 
zens of  a foreign  country,  forced  by  the  dangers  of 
the  sea  into  a southern  port  of  this  union.  I have  in 
my  hand  the  following  from  a Jamaica  paper,  (the 
Despatch),  published  in  the  year  1838,  which  I beg 
permission  to  read: 

“We  have  been  politely  favored  with  a Haytien 
paper,  L’Union  de  Port-au-Prince,  of  the  19th  ult. 
by  which  it  would  appear  that  that  republic  is  highly 
indignant  at  the  treatment  experienced  by  the  crew 
of  a Haytien  vessel,  which  was  forced,  by  stress  of 
weather,  to  enter  one  of  the  United  States  ports, 
(Charleston).  L’Union,  after  detailing  the  circum- 
stances that  obliged  the  vessel  in  question,  L’Artibo- 
nite,  to  put  into  Charleston,  remarks:  ‘So  soon  as  she 
arrived  there,  the  whole  of  the  crew  (captain  allow- 
ed to  remain)  were  seized  and  thrown  into  prison, 
where  every  assistance  or  comfort  was  denied  to  our 
unfortunate  mariners,  whose  incarceration  lasted  the 
whole  time  that  the  vessel  was  being  repaired.  This 
is  an  outrage  against  tiie  Haytien  nation.  The  day 
may  yet  come  when  it  will  be  in  our  power  to  cause 
the  name  of  Haytiens  to  be  respected  abroad,  and 
particularly  so  by  our  arrogant  neighbors.  Until  that 
period  arrives,  however,  we  have  in  our  hands  the 
means  of  retaliation.  Already  if  we  judge  rightly,  a 
spirit  of  deep  aversion  to  the  Americans  manifests  it- 
self, and  seems  to  pervade  all  classes  of  our  citizens; 
and  so  indignant  do  we  feel  at  their  conduct  towards 
our  countrymen,  that  we  are  almost  inclined  to  de- 
nounce and  hold  them  up  to  the  hatred  of  the  nation.’  ” 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  but  a want  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  Haytien  government  has  prevented  a 
demand  upon  this  government  for  redress  for  this 
outrage  on  the  rights  of  the  Haytien  citizens?  There 
is,  it  is  true,  no  danger  of  a war  with  Hayti.  Her 
i veakness  is  our  protection!  But  may  not  our  exten- 
sive and  profitable  commerce  with  that  nation  be 
made  to  suffer  from  such  outrages  on  the  rights  of  its 
citizens?  And  shall  it  be  still  asked,  What  has  this 
nation  to  do  with  slavery? 

There  is  one  fact,  placing  in  a very  strong  light  the 
tenaciousness  of  the  slave  power,  and  its  disregrrd  of 
the  implied  pledge  to  which  I have  referred,  which  I 
cannot  omit  to  notice;  and  tq  which  I ask  the  special 
attention  of  the  House.  It  is  the  claim  that  no  free 
state  shall  be  admitted  into  this  union,  without  the 
simultaneous  admission  of  a slave  state.*  It  is  even 
urged  as  an  argument  for  the  division  of  Florida,  and 
its  admission  into  the  union  as  two  states,  that  it  must 
be  done  in  order  to  balance  with  two  new  slave  states, 
the  two  new  free  slates — soon  to  be  admitted — of 
Wiskonsin  and  Iowa.  To  give  plausibility  to  this 
demand  of  slavery,  it  is  asserted  in  an  article  in  a 
late  Virginia  paper,  (transferred  to  the  Globe)  that 
“from  the  time  that  new  states  began  to  be  admitted 
in  addition  to  the  ‘old  thirteen,’  from  that  time  it  has 
been  the  fixed  policy  of  the  union  to  admit  a slave 
state  and  a free  state  at  the  same  time.  Thus  Ken- 
tucky and  Vermont  came  in  together;  Ohio  and  Ten- 
nessee followed;  Alabama  and  Illinois,  Louisiana 
and  Indiana,  Missouri  and  Maine,  Arkansas  and  Mi- 
chigan. Thus  the  union  kept  its  parts  even,  and,  to 
do  so,  twice  have  the  New  England  states  divided 
their  small  states  and  made  them  less.  Vermont 
and  Maine  were  both  divided  from  other  states  to 
make  new  ones  to  balance,  in  the  senate  at  least,  the 
new  large  slaveholding  states.” 

Aware  of  the  startling  character  of  such  a claim 
in  favor  of  slavery,  the  writer  of  the  article  says,  “it 
has  been  the  fixed  policy  of  the  union  to  admit  a slave 
and  a free  state  at  the  same  time.  This  I deny.  The 
states  mentioned  by  him  as  having  come  into  the  union 
on  the  “balance”  principle,  have  been  admitted  as 
follows: 


Slave. 

Kentucky, 

1791 

Free. 

Vermont, 

1791 

Tennessee, 

1796 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

1802 

Louisiana, 

1812 

1816 

Alabama, 

1819 

Illinois, 

1818 

Missouri, 

1821 

Maine, 

1820 

Arkansas, 

1836 

Michigan, 

1836 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  this  writer  has  omitted  Mis- 
sissippi (admitted  in  1817)  from  his  account  current 
between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding  states. 
The  introduction  of  it  throws  his  balance  sheet  into 

* Since  this  speech  was  delivered,  one  of  the  senators 
from  Arkansas  (Mr.  Sevier)  has  declared,  in  the  senate, 
that  he  would  never  vote  lor  the  admission  of  another 
lice  state  into  the  union,  unless  there  should  be  a new 
slave  state  to  balance  it. 
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confusion,  besides  showing  the  advantage  which  sla- 
• very  has  gained  over  freedom  in  the  admission  of  new 
states. 

But,  independent  of  this,  the  list  furnishes  no  evi- 
dence of  the  “fixed  policy”  of  which  he  speaks.  Thus, 
sir,  all  know  that  the  political  “balance”  between 
freedom  and  slavery,  now  contended  for,  was  entire- 
ly unthought  of  when  Kentucky  and  Vermont  came 
into  the  union.  The  well  known  state  of  public  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  slavery  at  that  period  shows  this 
conclusively.  Indeed,  the  notion  that  slavery,  which 
it  was  then  declared  had  “received  a mortal  wound, 
and  would  die  of  consumption,  “was  to  run  a race 
with  freedom,  is  absolutely  ridiculous. 

The  idea  of  a division  of  “small  states  of  New 
England  to  make  new  ones  to  balance ,”  is  equally  des- 
titute of  foundation.  Maine  was  separated  from 
Massachusetts  proper,  by  the  territory  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; and  her  political  separation  was,  therefore, 
dictated  by  her  natural  position,  as  well  as  by  other 
obvious  considerations,  having  no  relation  to  the 
“balance”  now  contended  for.  As  for  Vermont,  the 
“Green  Mountain  boys,”  driven  by  the  injustice  of 
New  York,  declared  themselves  independent,  and 
formed  a state  constitution  in  1777,  fourteen  years 
before  their  admission  into  the  union;  and  having 
maintained  their  independence  against  New  York, 
New  Hampshire  and  Canada,  by  a combination  of  the 
most  consummate  skill  and  noble  daring,  they  finally 
came  into  the  union  in  1791. 

I might  go  through  the  list,  and  show  that  the  con- 
trolling reasons  for  the  admission  of  all  the  new  states 
into  the  union,  have  had  no  connexion  with  the  idea 
of  the  “balance”  suggested.  I know  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  as  a slave  state,  was  urged  upon  the 
ground  of  the  admission  of  Maine  as  a free  one;  and 
if  I am  not  mistaken,  the  claim  now  formally  in- 
sisted on  was  then  for  the  first  time  brought  forward. 
It  was,  I regret  to  say,  successful;  and  it  has  again 
been  successful  in  the  admission  of  Arkansas  as  a slave 
state. 

I do  not  complain  that  new  states  at  the  south 
have  been  admitted  into  the  union — not  even  that 
seven  have  been  admitted  from  that  section,  while 
six  only  have  been  admitted  from  the  north.  But  I 
do  complain  that  they  have  been  admitted  as  slave 
states;  and  especially  that  there  are  among  them 
states  whose  territory  formed  no  part  of  the  “old 
thirteen,”  and  which  have,  therefore,  brought  into 
the  union  an  addition  to  the  burden  and  weakness  and 
curse,  from  which,  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
it  was  universally  expected  the  country  would  soon 
be  delivered. 

But  more  especially  do  I complain  that  it  has  come 
to  be  avowed  as  a settled  principle  of  national  policy 
that  the  slave  power  is  to  be  maintained  in  its  exist- 
ing relative  strength,  by  the  admission  of  new  slave 
states.  How  strongly  does  this  contrast  with  the 
public  sentiment  and  policy  at  the  time  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  constitution.  Slavery,  which  was  then 
doomed,  by  the  general  judgment  of  the  country,  to 
speedy  destruction — the  subject  of  almost  universal 
execration — now  raises  its  brazen  front,  and  claims 
to  be  regarded  as  an  essential  element  of,  and  to  have 
its  relative  political  power  carefully  maintained  in, 
this  union  of  freedom! 

But,  this  is  not  all.  Fearing  that,  in  the  vast  ter- 
ritory west  and  north  of  Missouri,  the  indomitable 
spirit  of  northern  enterprise  may  raise  up  new  states 
to  add  to  the  empire  of  freedom,  and  diminish  the 
relative  strength  of  slavery,  the  south  turns  its  eyes 
to  the  wide  domain  and  fruitful  soil  of  Texas,  and 
seeks  to  add  to  our  country  a territory  which  may  be 
manufactured  into  half  a dozen  new  states  to  main- 
tain the  balance  in  favor  of  slavery!  Yes,  sir;  sla- 
very has  actually  entered  upon  a system  of  coloniz- 
ing— colonizing  by  conquest — colonizing  from  aland 
of  freedom — colonizing  to  bring  under  its  dominion 
a country  from  whose  soil,  in  the  advancing  power  of 
free  principles,  it  had  just  been  banished! 

Thus,  as  slavery  sinks  in  other  countries,  it  rises 
in  this.  As  its  limits  are  contracted  elsewhere,  they 
are  enlarged  here.  At  the  moment  that  its  iron 
sceptre  is  broken  in  the  British  West  Indies,  Ame- 
rican statesmen  are  devising  means  to  strengthen 
and  enlarge  its  dominion  in  the  land  yet  reddened 
with  blood  poured  out  to  assert  and  maintain  that 
“all  men  are  created  equal!” 

Where  is  to  terminate  this  progress  of  the  slave 
power?  Where  shall  its  southward  movements  cease, 
until,  to  keep  pace  with  the  westward  march  of 
freedom  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  it  shall  darken 
and  desolate  the  fields  of  Mexico  and  Guatemala, 
and  find  the  limit  of  the  same  ocean  at  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien?  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  slavery  is  not  content 
with  a multiplication  of  its  victims  or  an  extension  of 
its  territorial  dominions.  It  sees  the  gathering  storm, 
and  prepares  to  avert  it.  It  understands  the  power 
of  free  discussion,  and  seeks  to  suppress  its  outbreak- 
ings,  For  this  purpose  it  penetrates  the  free  states — 


it  surrounds  peaceable  assemblies  with  mobs — it  de- 
stroys printing  presses — it  kills  or  follows  with  per- 
secution their  conductors — it  even  enters  the  city  of 
Penn,  the  city  where  yet  stands  the  “Hall  of  Inde- 
pendence,” and  applies  the  torch  to  a noble  edifice 
dedicated  to  free  discussion.  And,  sir,  it  has  finally 
come  to  the  halls  of  congress,  and  assailed  liberty  in 
these  her  most  sacred  temples,  by  striking  down  the 
cherished  and  solemnly  guarantied  right  of  petition, 
and  imposing  silence  upon  the  representatives  of  free- 
men here. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Slavery  has  found  its  way  into 
the  executive  department  of  this  government,  intro- 
ducing, and  giving  efficacy,  through  that  department, 
to  a new  element  of  power  unknown  to  the  consti- 
tution, namely,  “the  wishes  of  the  slaveholding 
states,”  insomuch  that  the  president,  while  admitting 
that  congress  has  constitutional  power  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  declares,  in 
advance,  that  he  will  give  his  official  sanction  to  no 
bill  for  such  abolition,  “against  the  wishes  of  the 
slaveholding  states.”  The  “wishes,”  be  it  observed — 
not  the  arguments — of  the  slaveholding  states  are  to 
govern  the  executive  action!  With  arguments  he 
has  nothing  to  do.  He  throws  from  himself  all  re- 
sponsibility of  judging,  and  makes  the  simple  fact  of 
the  “ wishes ” of  a minority  of  the  people  decisive.  No 
other  interest  has  ever  advanced  such  a claim.  In 
all  the  struggles  about  a protective  tariff,  the  manu- 
facturing states  set  up  no  such  presentations;  and  if 
they  had,  they  would  have  found  no  president  willing 
to  give  such  effect  to  their  “wishes.”  Thus,  slavery 
asks  and  obtains  what  would  be  yielded  to  no  other 
interest  in  the  country. 

But  slavery  is  not  content  with  all  this.  When 
the  people  of  the  north,  in  the  strength  of  their  feel- 
ing for  their  brethren  in  slavery,  and  under  a sense 
of  the  national  responsibility  for  its  continuance,  with 
the  abominations  of  the  slave  trade,  in  this  District, 
send  their  petitions  here  for  its  abolition,  slavery 
rises  up,  in  the  persons  of  honorable  members  on  this 
floor,  and  threatens  to  dissolve  the  union!  Yes,  sir, 
slavery,  that  very  slavery  that,  fifty  years  ago,  was 
declared  to  have  the  consumption,  and  to  be  struck 
with  death,  has  “got  well,”  grown  fat  and  lusty,  talks 
of  living  forever;  and  absolutely  threatens  the  disso- 
lution of  the  union  if  he  is  not  “let  alone,”  and  per- 
mitted to  go  on  unimpeded  in  his  march  to  complete 
dominion!  Who  can  find  words  to  express  the  amaze- 
ment which  this  is  calculated  to  excite? 

Thus  it  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  slavery  has,  ever 
since  this  union  was  formed,  been  gradually  augment- 
ing its  power;  moving  on  especially  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  half  century  of  our  national  existence, 
with  giant  strides  in  the  march  of  encroachment,  con- 
stantly grasping  power,  and  constantly  asking  for 
more,  never  saying  enough,  but  always  crying,  give! 
give!  give! 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  entreat  gentlemen 
to  review  the  subject  in  the  light  which  I have  en- 
deavored to  throw  upon  it,  and  tell  me  if  it  is  not  the 
height  of  injustice  to  charge  the  petitioners  and  the 
agitators  of  the  subject  of  slavery,  at  the  north,  with 
a violation  of  implied  pledges  in  favor  of  slavery, 
when  it  is  manifest  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction 
that  the  south  has  violated,  and  is,  at  this  moment, 
flagrantly  violating  its  own  most  clearly  implied 
pledges  of  a contrary  character. 

Sir,  as  I have  already  intimated,  the  north,  so  far 
from  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  the  south  in  this 
matter,  are  but  resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
slave  power.  They  are  standing  on  the  very  con- 
fines of  the  constitution,  battling,  not  merely  for  the 
rights  of  the  slave,  but  for  the  dearest  rights  of  free- 
men. And  are  they  to  yield  at  this  point?  No,  sir, 
no;  not  a hair’s  breadth.  They  cannot,  without  a 
surrender  of  every  thing.  It  is  time  the  south  should 
understand  that  the  north  is  no  longer  to  stand  still 
and  witness  the  encroachments  of  slavery  with  arms 
folded,  eyes  closed  and  mouths  shut;  but  that,  while 
they  will  not  transcend,  by  the  breadth  of  a hair,  the 
limits  of  the  constitution,  they  owe  it  to  themselves — ; 
to  their  country— to  its  honor  abroad — to  its  safety  at 
home— to  humanity — to  justice — and  to  the  world, 
struggling  for  victory  over  time-honored  oppression — 
to  stand  firm  upon  the  ground  of  constitutional  right, 
and  never  surrender  for  one  moment  those  great  wea- 
pons of  fair  and  honest  warfare  against  slavery — 
freedom  of  speech— freedom  of  the  press — and  free- 
dom of  petition. 

But  I may  be  told  that,  though  there  might  have 
been,  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  no  such  com- 
promise in  favor  of  slavery  as  is  now  contended  for, 
yet  that  there  shouldbe  such  a compromise  noiv;  that, 
since  the  south  is  so  excitable  on  the  subject,  it  is 
not  best  to  agitate  it;  but  to  refrain  for  the  sake  of  pre-  1 
serving  the  union.  Sir,  I am  willing  to  yield  much  j 
for  the  sake  oi  peace — which  none  can  prize  more  ! 
highly  than  I do — and  for  the  union — whose  benefits  | 
are,  by  no  means,  to  be  lightly  pul  at  hazard.  But 


I am  not  willing  to  yield  every  thing.  There  is  a point 
where  yielding  must  stop,  or  every  thing  will  be  de- 
manded and  surrendered. 

Compromise!  What  is  a compromise  but  a mutual 
concession?  And  what  is  the  south  preparing  to 
concede?  Nothing!  As  usual  in  the  contest  between 
freedom  and  slavery  in  this  country,  the  concessions 
must  all  be  on  one  side.  While  slavery  is  reaching 
forth  the  arms  of  her  power  in  every  direction — 
lengthening  her  cords  and  strengthening  her  stakes, 
and  grasping,  by.  a bold  and  daring  policy,  the  entire 
control  of  the  union,  the  people  of  the  north  must 
stand  still — shut  their  mouths — throw  away  their 
pens — break  their  presses — and  sit  down  in  silence, 
without  even  the  poor  privilege  of  praying  for  deli- 
verance from  her  all-grasping  dominion!  And  all  in 
the  spirit  of  compromise;  for  the  sake  of  peace!  and 
the  union!  Sir,  it  is  enough  to  sicken  the  soul  of  a 
freeman  to  hear  this  cant  of  compromise — a compro- 
mise of  silence!  of  death!  not  the  death  of  slavery, 
but  the  death  of  freedom! 

Abolition; — its  aims; — and  the  means  of  their  accom- 
plishment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I have  done  with  “the  compromises 
of  the  constitution.”  I regret  that  I am  compelled 
to  leave  this  branch  of  my  subject  while  so  much  re- 
mains to  be  said  to  do  it  justice.  But  I must  forbear. 

Recurring  to  the  question  more  directly  before  the 
house,  let  me  remark  that  there  is  another  reason, 
substantially,  though  not  very  distinctly,  urged  against 
the  reception  of  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
It  is,  that  they  come  from  “ abolitionists .” 

I have  been  amazed,  while  sitting  here,  to  witness 
the  strife  on  this  floor,  in  denouncing  the  men  and 
women  w'hose  prayers  come  up  here  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery.  “Pedantic  knaves” — superstitious  fana- 
tics”— “vile  fanatics” — “desperate  and  despicable 
fanatics” — are  specimens  of  this  denunciation.  Sir, 
I promised,  when  I began,  that  I would  indulge  in  no 
retorts;  and  surely  I cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to  in- 
dulge any  suited  to  such  attacks.  Not  that  I do  not 
hold  in  high  estimation  the  many  excellent  and  intel- 
ligent of  my  constituents  who  are  thus  assailed;  but 
1 it  is  because  I do  thus  esteem  them,  that  I make  no 
reply  to  such  denunciations. 

“Abolitionists!”  WThat  is  abolition?  Atwhatdoes 
it  aim?  By  what  means  is  it  sought  to  accomplish  its 
objects?  These  are  questions  which  I propose,  brief- 
ly, to  answer. 

Abolition  is  among  the  noblest  of  the  objects  which 
can  engage  the  efforts  of  man.  It  is  the  deliverance 
of  men  from  the  ownership  of  others,  and  restoring 
them  to  the  ownership  of  themselves.  It  is  to  take 
away  whips  and  tortures  as  incentives  to  effort,  and 
to  substitute  for  them  the  instincts  of  self-support, 
and  the  nobler  and  more  efficient  ones  of  care  for  the 
support  of  others.  It  is  to  substitute  for  promiscuous 
concubinage,  the  marriage  relation,  with  its  sacred 
rights,  its  hallowed  privileges,  and  its  countless  bless- 
ings. It  is  to  emancipate  mind  from  complete  hu- 
man dominion,  and  raise  it  to  freedom  of  thought, 
freedom  of  purpose,  and  conscious  responsibility  to 
the  God  of  the  Universe.  It  is  to  open  the  Bible, 
j now  shut  to  millions  of  human  beings,  and  to  give 
; them  .the  privilege,  and  aid  them  to  enjoy  it,  of 
j “ searching  the  scriptures,”  which  are  “able  to  make 
■them  wise  unto  salvation.” 

This  is  abolition.  Who  ought  to  be  reproached  for 
I it?  Who  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  it?  It  may  be 
sneered  at  and  derided;  and  may  come  to  be  used  as 
a name  of  reproach.  But  who  cares  for  a name? — 
Who  that  is  capable  of  understanding  what  principle 
means,  will  tremble  at  the  name  of  abolitionist — 
Here  is  the  thing.  Look  at  it.  Is  there  a nobler  end 
under  heaven — can  there  be — than  the  emancipation 
of  the  body  and  the  soul  of  man  from  such  dominion, 
and  his  restoration  to  such  rights? 

These  great  purposes  abolitionists  aim  to  accom- 
plish to  the  extent  of  their  power  throughout  this 
country,  and  throughout  the  world.  Their  benevo- 
lence is  bounded  by  no  lines  of  latitude  or  longitude; 
by  no  seas,  oceans  or  continents.  It  grasps  the 
globe.  Wherever  there  is  a human  being  suffering 
from  oppression,  there  does  it  find  an  object  of  kind 
regard  and  anxious  solicitude.  It  feels  for  those  in 
bands,  “as  bound  with  them.”  The  fetters  which  gall 
the  limbs  of  the  slave  lacerate  its  own  spirit.  Im- 
pelled by  a quenchless  love  for  man,  it  crosses  oceans, 
climbs  mountains,  traverses  continents,  encounters 
dangers,  faces  death,  for  his  redemption  from  oppres- 
sion, and  his  elevation  to  freedom,  intelligence,  vir- 
tue, happiness,  hope  and  heaven. 

Such  is  abolition.  But  some  may  say  abolition, 
thus  explained,  is  an  effect  which  we  would  indeed 
like  to  see  accomplished — and,  in  this  sense,  we  are 
abolitionists;  but  we  are  opposed  to  abolitionism — 
that  is,  to  the  means  that  are  used  to  produce  that 
effect. 

I use  the  word  abolition,  in  this  discussion,  both  in 
its  popular  sense,  as  descriptive  of  the  present  great 
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movement  in  favor  of  emancipation,  and,  also,  in  its 

literal  signiftcE'iii  ii.'as  ilcsf  i ij  of  the  c be  sought 
to  be  accomplished  by  that  movement — leaving  to 
those  who  hear  me  to  give  it  a signification  appro- 
priate to  the  connexion  in  which  it  is  used.  JBut 

what  1 say  of  abolition,  as  an  effect,  1 would  substan- 
tially say  of  it  as  descriptive  of  the  present  great 
movement  to  produce  that  effect.  By  this,  however, 
I do  not  intend  to  sanction  every  thing  that  is  done  by 
every  body  engaged  in  this  movement.  I have  seen, 
and  still  see,  many  things  to  disapprove.  But  I re- 
gard them  as  spots  in  the  sun,  which,  after  all,  gives 
a glorious  light. 

In  approving  of  the  present  abolition  movement,  I 
speak  in  reference  to  the  principles  that  give  it  vitali- 
ty, and  the  great  agencies  by  which  it  is  sought  to  give 
them  efficacy— namely,  free  speech  and  a free  press 
— a freedom  restrained  by  truth,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
religion  of  Christ.  Disapproving,  as  I do,  of  precipi- 
tate and  ill-directed  measures,  and  the  indulgence  of 
a harsh  and  bitter  zeal  in  this  case,  I feel,  neverthe- 
less, bound,  in  sincerity,  to  say,  that  I had  much  ra- 
ther see  even  this  than  to  witness  a continuance  of  the 
nation’s  death  slumber  over  this  great  question.  The 
first  movements  in  the  process  of  purifying  the  at- 
mosphere are  not  unfrequently  announced  by  “harsh 
thunder.”  But  the  thunder  storm  is  nearly  over — to 
be  followed,  I trust,  by  a steady  and  refreshing  rain, 
which  shall  nourish  the  thirsty  earth,  and  finally 
bring  forth  an  abundant  harvest  of  good  to  our  country. 

By  what  means  does  abolition  seek  to  accomplish 
its  purposes?  By  the  power  of  truth.  Shaking 
not  at  sight  of  the  Goliah  of  slavery,  it  marches 
fearlessly  to  meet  him.  Trusting  in  the  power  of 
truth,  and  showing  their  respect  for  slaveholders  by 
confidence  in  its  practical  efficacy,  abolitionists  pati- 
ently and  kindly,  and  perseveringly  urge  upon  them 
its  demands,  and  press  them  with  its  entreaties.  I 
say  kindly.  Perhaps  not  always  so.  Better  it  were 
always — far  better!  But  slavery  is  slavery!  Not  to 
feel,  when  the  full  import  of  that  word  enters  their 
minds,  would  do  no  credit  to  their  hearts,  though  it 
might  secure  for  them  the  reputation  of  prudence, 
and  save  them  from  reproach. 

By  the  power  of  truth,  abolitionists  seek  to  create, 
everywhere,  a public  sentiment  against  slavery. — 
They  see  the  nation  drugged  with  the  opiates  of 
wealth  and  pleasure,  rioting  in  present  abundance, 
and  grasping  after  still  greater;  while  the  slave  treads 
the  same  everlasting  round  of  labor  unrequited,  and 
of  toil  unblest,  his  mind  brooding  in  perpetual  dark- 
ness, his  crushed  spirit  feeling  no  elevated  aspira- 
tions, and  entering  into  none  of  the  enjoyments  suited 
to  its  noble  nature  and  high  destiny:  while  the  nation, 
like  the  priest  and  the  Levite,  have  passed  by,  in  cold, 
selfish  indifference,  leaving  him  to  perish,  without 
help  and  without  hope.  By  patient  and  untiring  ef- 
forts do  abolitionists  seek  to  awake  the  people  of  this 
nation  from  their  guilty  slumber  over  the  wrongs  of 
slavery,  and  produce  a conviction  that  the  time  has 
come  when  something  should  be  done  for  its  abolition. 

To  the  extent  of  the  constitutional  power  of  con- 
gress over  this  subject  they  ask  its  action.  They 
pray  it  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  this 
District,  over  which  it  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and 
prohibit,  as  it  clearly  has  a right  to  do,  the  slave 
trade  between  the  states,  and  to  admit  no  more  slave 
states  into  the  union. 

But  their  great,  leading  object  is  to  create  such  a 
public  sentiment  in  the  south  as  shall  effect  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  slaveholding  states  by  their  own 
legislation.  To  do  this,  they  labor,  in  the  first  place, 
to  arouse  the  north  to  a consideration  of  this  subject, 
to  the  end  that  it  may  speak  out  in  clear  and  decided 
language  its  condemnation  of  slavery,  and  thus  exert 
upon  the  south  a strong  moral  influence  in  favor  of 
its  abolition — believing  that  the  south  will  not  perti- 
naciously refuse  to  yield  to  the  calm  and  enlightened 
judgment  of  their  brethren,  especially  when  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  civilized  world. 

While  speaking  of  the  means  by  which  abolition- 
ists aim  to  accomplish  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  I deem  it  proper  to  disabuse  them  of 
the  charge  of  aiming  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  states  by 
the  legislation  of  congress — a charge  which  is,  I am 
informed,  believed  by  many  at  the  south  to  be  well 
founded. 

I hold  in  my  hand  “Jay's  View  of  the  action  of  the 
federal  government  in  behalf  of  slavery"' — a work  pub- 
lished by  the  American  anti-slavery  society,  and,  of 
course,  expressing  its  views  on  the  topics  of  which  it 
treats.  While  I ask  the  attention  of  the  house  to  that 
portion  of  the  book  which  I am  about  to  read,  I take 
the  occasion  to  commend  the  entire  work  to  the  at- 
tention of  those  who  may  be  able  to  obtain  it,  as  con- 
taining facts  and  views  worthy  the  attention  of  all 
the  members  of  this  house,  and  all  the  people  of  this 
nation.  The  author  says,  (p.  216): 


“Every  state  possesses  all  the  powers  of  indepen- 
dent sovereignty,  except  such  as  she  has  delegated  to 
the  federal  government.  Ail  the  powers  not  specifi- 
ed in  the  constitution  as  delegated  are  by  that  instru- 
ment reserved.  Among  the  powers  specified,  that  of 
abrogating  the  slave  codes  of  the  several  states  is  not 
included.  On  the  contrary,  the  guaranty  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  African  slave  trade  for  twenty  years; 
the  provision  for  the  arrest  of  fugitive  slaves;  and  the 
establishment  of  the  federal  ratio  of  representation, 
all  refer  to  and  acknowledge  the  existence  of  slavery 
under  state  authority.  If  therefore,  the  abolitionists, 
unmindful  of  their  solemn  and  repeated  disclaimers 
of  all  power  in  congress  to  legislate  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  states,  should,  with  unexampled 
perfidy,  attempt  to  bring  about  such  legislation;  and 
if  congress,  regardless  of  their  oaths,  should  ever  be 
guilty  of  the  consummate  folly  and  wickedness  of 
passing  a law  emancipating  the  slaves  held  under 
state  authority,  the  union  would,  most  unquestiona- 
bly, be  rent  in  twain.  The  south,  would,  indeed,  be 
craven,  could  it  submit  to  such  profligate  usurpation. 
It  would  be  compelled  to  withdraw,  not  for  the  pre- 
servation of  slavery  alone,  but  for  the  protection  of 
all  its  rights;  and  indeed  the  liberties  of  every  state 
would  be  jeoparded  under  a government  which, 
spurning  all  constitutional  restraints,  should  assume 
the  omnipotence  of  the  British  parliament.  But  it  is 
scarcely  worth  while  to  anticipate  the  consequence 
of  an  act  which  can  never  be  perpetrated  so  long  as 
the  people  of  the  north  retain  an  ordinary  share  of 
honesty  and  intelligence.” 

British  abolition. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  show  you  the  rela- 
tion which  this  movement,  at  the  north,  bears  to  abo- 
lition elsewhere.  Let  me  show  you  that  it  is  but 
part  of  the  great  abolition  movement  of  this  age — a 
movement,  in  regard  to  whose  principles  and  pro- 
gress no  American  statesman  ought  to  be,  and  no 
southern  statesman  can  be  indifferent.  Let  me  espe- 
cially call  your  attention  to  British  abolition,  which 
forms  so  prominent  a part  of  it;  and  from  whose  ori- 
gin, progress  and  termination  both  the  north  and  the 
south  may  draw  lessons  of  the  deepest  practical  im- 
portance. 

The  British  slave  trade  had  existed  for  near  two 
centuries,  when  David  Hartley  moved,  in  the  house 
of  commons,  in  1776,  a resolution  declaring  “that 
the  slave  trade  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
the  rights  of  man.”  It  met  the  fate  which  a resolu- 
tion, making  the  same  affirmation  of  a similar  trade 
carried  on  in  sight  of  this  capitol,  would  probably 
now  meet  in  this  hall.  It  was  promptly  rejected. 

In  1783,  a petition  against  the  trade  was,  for  the 
first  time,  presented  in  the  house  of  commons.  It 
met  the  fate  which  the  petitions  I have  in  my  drawer 
before  me  will  meet,  if  the  rule  I am  opposing  shall 
be  adopted:  its  consideration  was  refused. 

The  Quakers,  with  whom  these  unsuccessful  ef- 
forts originated,  were  not  discouraged.  On  the  7th 
of  July  of  that  year,  six  of  them  met  in  London  “to 
consider  what  steps  they  should  take  for  the  relief 
and  liberation  of  the  negro  slaves  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  for  the  discouragement  of  the  slave  trade 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.” 

What  a sublime  spectacle  is  here  presented!  Six 
men  meeting  together  to  devise  means  for  waking  the 
British  nation  from  the  guilty  slumber  of  two  hun- 
dred years!  Six  men  conspiring  to  overturn  a system 
of  injustice  and  oppression  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  ages;  and  which  was  fortified  by  the  in- 
terests, the  prejudices,  and  even  the  religion  of  the 
whole  British  empire!  Nothing  can  exceed  it  in  mo- 
ral sublimity,  but  the  going  forth  of  the  twelve  fisher- 
men at  the  command  of  the  “Despised  and  Reject- 
ed,” to  assail  an  empire  of  Pagan  idolatry  and  super- 
stition which  overshadowed  the  world. 

And  what  was  the  principle,  and  what  the  sjnrit  of 
this  mighty  enterprise?  They  were  the  great  truth 
which  this  nation  had  just  triumphantly  maintained 
in  a seven  years’  war,  and  the  benevolence  which 
had  sent  forth  to  all  nations  the  twelve  disciples  of 
the  Christian  faith,  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  years 
before. 

Six  Quakers!  I cannot  leave  them!  How  prompt 
to  yield  to  the  “inward  light!”  How  steady  to  the 
noble  purpose  it  dictated!  Well  did  Patrick  Henry 
say,  “I  shall  honor  the  Quakers  for  their  noble  efforts 
to  abolish  slavery.”  'And  who  will  not  honor  them 
for  their  patient,  untiring  devotion  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  in  this  country,  in  behalf  of  their  oppress- 
ed brethren  of  the  African  race?  How  valuable  the 
“testimony”  they  have  uniformly  borne  against  the 
great  iniquity! 

The  six  Quakers!  Let  none,  henceforth,  be  dis- 
heartened in  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
though  few  and  feeble,  and  despised.  It  was  not  by 
might,  nor  by  wisdom,  but  by  the  power  of  truth,  that 
these  men  went  forward  and  verified  the  prediction 
that  “one  shall  chase  a thousand,  and  two  put  ten 


thousand  to  flight.”  The  six  Quakers!  Let  us  re- 

nu  mber  them,  and  be  faithful  to  humanity,  to  justice 
and  to  truth. 

The  six  Quakers  were  soon  joined  by  the  same 
number  of  philanthropists  of  other  Christian  denomi- 
nations. “The  twelve”  held  meetings  in  London  to 
devise  means  for  revolutionizing  the  sentiment  of  an 
empire!  Agents  were  appointed,  among  whom  was 
the  celebrated  Clarkson,  to  rouse  the  public  attention 
to  the  great  subject.  The  pulpit  and  the  press  were 
enlisted.  Books,  pamphlets  and  newspapers  were 
freely  circulated.  Within  a few  years  petitions  to 
parliament  were  multiplied,  insomuch  that  a com- 
mission was  at  length  appointed  by  the  government 
to  inquire  into  the  African  slave  trade;  and,  finally, 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1788,  the  house  of  commons  vot- 
ed that  they  would,  at  the  next  session,  take  the  sub- 
ject of  that  trade  into  consideration. 

Without  pursuing  further  the  details  of  this  matter, 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  ball  thus  put  in  motion  con- 
tinued to  roll  on,  until  the  slave  trade  was  abolished 
by  act  of  parliament  in  the  year  1807. 

But  the  great  anti-slavery  movement, begun  by  the 
six  Quakers  did  not  end  here.  If  it  had  thus  termi- 
nated, it  would  have  been  in  the  end,  little  less  than 
a failure;  for  while  slavery,  the  parent  of  the  slave 
trade,  is  cherished,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  a 
complete  suppression  of  its  offspring.  The  great 
principle  of  opposition  to  the  one  can  never  be  satis- 
fied without  the  destruction  of  the  other.  This  prin- 
ciple continued  to  operate  with  augmented  power, 
and  by  various  means,  until  the  whole  fabric  of  Af- 
rican slavery  in  the  British  dominions  at  length 
tumbled  into  ruins.  The  result  is  before  us,  even  at 
our  doors,  in  the  full  and  complete  emancipation  of 
more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  slaves  in  the  Bri- 
tish West  India  islands,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1838. 

I might  recur  to  the  early  history  of  this  great  move- 
ment of  British  philanthropy,  and  show  you  with 
what  bitterness  and  violence  its  projectors  and  sup- 
porters were  assailed;  and  with  what  strange  assur- 
ance slavery  and  the  slave  trade  were  defended  by 
their  advocates.  But  time  will  not  permit.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  the  men  who  urged  on  the  movement 
were  denounced  as  “hypocrites  and  fanatics,”  and 
their  project  as  visionary  and  delusive.  It  was  declar- 
ed in  parliament  that  it  was  “the  intention  of  Provi- 
dence from  the  beginning,  that  one  set  of  men  should 
be  slaves  to  another.”  The  abolition  of  the  trade, 
it  was  confidently  predicted,  would  ruin  the  colonies, 
and  fill  them  with  massacre  and  blood;  while  the 
trade  itself  was  actually  vindicated  on  the  ground  of 
“its  conformity  with  the  principles  of  natural  and 
revealed  religion,  as  delineated  in  the  word  of  God!” 
“We  had  to  contend,”  (says  Clarkson,  in  his  history 
of  that  struggle),  “and  almost  to  degrade  ourselves 
by  doing  so,  against  the  double  argument  of  the  hu- 
manity and  holiness  of  the  trade! 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  can  you  consider  the  prin- 
ciples which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  that  great  move- 
ment— can  you  reflect  upon  their  mighty  moral 
power,  and  mark  their  triumphant  results,  and  won- 
der at  the  existence  of  American  abolition!  Wonder? 
Why,  sir,  would  it  not  be  among  the  greatest  won- 
ders of  the  world  that  the  people  of  the  U.  States 
should,  with  this  history,  and  these  results  before 
them,  have  continued  to  sleep  over  American  slavery? 

Pi-ench  Abolition. 

Sir,  look  at  the  influence  which  the  British  ex 
ample  has  exerted  upon  other  countries  besides  our 
own.  Look,  for  example,  at  what  is  now  going  on 
in  France.  Abolition  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
some  of  the  greatest  minds  in  the  empire.  Societies 
are  formed,  and  the  subject  is  undergoing  a thorough 
investigation.  I have  before  me  a summary  of  a re- 
port recently  presented  to  the  French  chamber  of 
deputies  by  M.  de  TocqueVille,  in  the  name  of  the 
commission  charged  with  examining  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  French  dominions, 
which  I beg  permission  to  read.  It  is  as  follows: 

“The  report  passes  lightly  and  contemptuously 
over  the  arguments  in  favor  of  slavery,  and  takes  for 
granted  the  conviction  in  every  mind  that  it  ought  to 
be  done  away  with.  It  passes  immediately  to  the 
question  of  its  being  necessary  to  prepare  the  slave 
for  emancipation  previous  to  liberating  him.  M. 
Tocqueville,  in  the  name  of  the  commission,  asserts 
that  all  attempts  to  improve,  enlighten  and  prepare 
the  slave,  as  long  as  he  is  a slave,  are  impossible. 
The  slave  not  only  is  ignorant  of  marriage — of  the 
sacredness  and  morality  of  that  tie — but  incapable 
of  being  made  to  appreciate  it,  as  long  as  he  is  a 
slave.  There  is  antipathy  between  marriage  and 
slavery — between  slavery  and  the  paternity  which 
accompanies  marriage.  The  slave’s  children  are  his 
equals — are  independent  of  him  and  excite  no  in- 
terest. None  of  the  prudence  and  other  virtues  at- 
tending paternity  accompany  it  in  the  slave.  Christi- 
anity is  equally  incompatible  with  slavery — equally 
unintelligible.  The  minister  of  religion  appears 
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either  as  a support  of  the  master’s  rule,  and  is  thus 

abhorred;  or  he  preaches  the  doctrine  or  Christian 

freedom,  dangerous  t,o  the  master.  The  commission, 
therefore,  abandons  'the  idea  of  preparing  the  slave 
for  freedom  by  any  regulations  for  his  treatment 
whilst  a slave.  Emancipation,  it  adds,  cannot  be  de- 
ferred.” 

Another  summary  which  I have  seen  of  this  import- 
ant report  represents  it  as  saying:  “The  idea  of  eman- 
cipation is  already  present  to  the  minds  of  all  in  the 
colonies.  The  approach  of  this  great  social  change, 
the  natural  fears  and  the  lawful  hopes  which  it  in- 
spires, penetrate  all  bosoms,  and  produce  deep  agita- 
tion. The  recent  events  in  the  neighboring  British 
islands  have  brought  the  idea  of  coming  emancipa- 
tion home  to  the  planters.” 

The  report  concludes  by  proposing  that,  in  the 
session  of  1841,  a law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
shall  be  presented,  determining  the  amount  of  the 
indemnity  which  is  to  be  saved  to  the  state  by  means 
of  the  salary  of  the  emancipated  negroes — the  labor 
of  the  latter  to  be  secured  by  an  express  law. 

Here  is  the  effect  which  the  principles  of  abolition, 
illustrated  and  enforced  by  the  British  example,  are 
produing  in  France. 

Present  movement , a revival  of  our  early  abolition,  and 
part  of  the  great  movement  of  Christendom. 

Do  you  still  wonder  at  the  feeling  which  exists 
at  the  north  on  this  subject?  Go  back  for  a moment, 
to  the  early  history  of  abolition  in  our  own  country. 
Consider  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  anti-slavery 
feeling  of  the  revolution,  and  of  the  times  succeeding 
it.  Consider  how  wide,  and  deep,  and  strong  was 
the  current  of  this  feeling  when  the  constitution  was 
formed,  and  the  present  government  was  organized; 
and  then  think  how  natural  it  is  that  the  example  of 
Great  Britain,  who  has  gone  forward,  in  the  very 
spirit  of  our  own  early  abolition,  while  we  have  gone 
backward,  should  shame  our  recreancy  to  our  own 
principles,  and  make  us  haste  to  redeem  ourselves 
from  its  reproach.  How  is  it  possible,  with  such 
associations  crowding  upon  the  national  mind,  that 
we  should  not  catch  some  of  the  inspiration  of  the 
times  when  our  fathers,  looking  up  to  heaven  for  de- 
liverance from  oppression,  thought  of  the  slaves,  and 
promised  to  deliver,  as  they  themselves  prayed  to  be 
delivered — of  the  times  when  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson, Martin  and  Pinckney,  Franklin  arid  Jay,  with 
a host  of  others,  distinguished  as  statesmen,  jurists 
and  divines,  united  in  declaring  slavery  to  be  a vio- 
lation of  the  “law  of  eternal  justice,”  and  a curse  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  look  yourself  at  all  this,  and  tell  me 
if  you  do  not  find  your  own  spirit  moved  a little  on 
this  subject — if  the  fire  of  abolition  does  not  begin  to 
kindle  even  in  your  own  bosom,  and  its  impulses  be- 
gin to  move  your  own  generous  heart.  At  least  tell 
me  if  you  can  any  longer  wonder  at  the  anti-slavery 
movements  of  the  north;  or  if  you  can  find  it  in  your 
heart  to  denounce  as  “desperate  and  despicable  fa- 
natics” the  men  and  women  whose  hearts,  happily 
free  in  this  respect  from  the  prejudices  of  your  own 
education,  sympathize  in  the  great  movements  of  hu- 
manity in  behalf  of  the  African  race,  and  feel  the  in- 
spiration of  the  principles  which  have  wrought  out 
such  happy  results. 

Sir,  the  present  anti-slavery  movement  in  this 
country  is  but  part  of  the  great  movement  of  Chris- 
tendom against  slavery  which  has  been  going  on  for 
centuries,  and  especially  for  the  fast  half  century. 
Ever  since  Christianity  emerged  from  the  ages  of 
oppression’s  dark  and  iron  reign — raising  her  majes- 
tic form,  and  reaching  forth  her  open  hands  with 
healing  tor  the  nations — has  emancipation  gone  forth 
with  protection  for  the  weak,  help  for  the  helpless, 
and  soothing  for  the  heart  of  sorrow.  Bending  over 
the  crushed  and  bleeding  victims  of  oppression,  it 
has  poured  oil  and  wine  into  their  wounds — given 
deliverance  to  the  captives— opened  the  prison  doors 
to  them  that  were  bound — broken  the  fetters  from 
the  body — given  freedom  to  the  mind — and  raised 
man  to  the  true  dignity  and  glory  of  his  immortal 
nature.  On  her  triumphant  banner  has  been  in- 
scribed— emancipation  of  m ind — emancipation  of  speech 
— emancipation  of  the  press — emancipation  of  man. 

Progress  of  emancipation  onward  and  resistless. 

And  is  it,  sir,  thought  to  impede  the  progress  of 
emancipation  by  the  puny  efforts  that  are  made  herd 
Vain  attempt!  Can  you  hold  the  winds,  stay  the 
tides,  or  stop  the  course  of  universal  nature?  Then 
may  you  seal  up  the  fountains  of  sympathy  in  the 
human  soul,  extinguish  the  sense  of  justice,  and  ar- 
rest the  onward  march  of  human  emancipation. — 
Stop  emancipation ! As  well  might  the  scoffers  at 
Noah’s  ark-building  have  undertaken  to  shut  the  win- 
dows of  Heaven,  seal  the  fountains  of  the  deep,  or 
roll  back  the  tide  which  drove  them  to  the  mountain 
tops  as  their  last  refuge  from  the  rising  flood. 

There  are  some  who,  faithless  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
gag  resolutions  and  gag  rules,  talk  of  a reception  and 


commitment  of  the  retilions.  and  a report  thereon; 
which  report  is  to  -put  down  abolition  for  ever  and 
ever ! 1 recollect  a remark  I heard  when  a certain 

speech  was  made  in  a certain  place — that  that  speech 
would  put  down  abolition.  Sir,  you  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  blow  out  the  sun  as  to  put  down  abolition 
by  a speech  or  a report. 

Gag  resolutions,  gag  rules,  and  “put  down"  speech- 
es and  reports,  will  be  like  putting  down  a walking 
stick  in  the  Mississippi  to  stop  its  current.  You 
think  only  of  a rivulet,  when  there  is  a mighty  stream. 
Turn  your  eyes  to  the  southeast.  Behold  the  gulf 
stream  sweeping  by  your  shores  with  its  resistless 
and  never-ceasing  tide.  Can  you  stop  it?  Try.— 
Run  out  a pier  of  corkwood  from  Charleston.  What 
is  the  result  ? The  gulf  stream  moves  on ! And 
there  is  an  emblem  of  the  stream  of  abolition  which 
is  rolling  in  upon  the  south  from  the  British  West 
Indies.  Within  a short  time  it  will  he  swollen  by 
the  stream  of  French  emancipation;  and  then,  in  the 
course  of  a few  years  by  that  of  Spanish  emancipa- 
tion.* 

And  then,  sir,  you  do  not  think  of  the  extent  and 
power  of  abolition  sentiment  in  our  own  country. — 
Stop  up  the  crater  of  a volcano,  and  soon  the  trem- 
bling, heaving  earth  reveals  the  mighty  agency  at 
work  within ! Sir,  the  human  heart  is  full  of  aboli- 
tion; and  sooner  or  later  it  will  come  forth!  There 
is  that  in  slavery  which  seizes  hold  of  the  deepest 
sympathy  of  the  human  soul,  and  gives  to  it  the 
most  intense  activity.  It  is  not  mere  animal  sympa- 
thy. It  is  not  excited  alone  by  accounts  of  bodily 
suffering,  nor  soothed  into  indifference  by  its  mitiga- 
tion. It  is  a sympathy  with  the  nobler  nature  of  the 
slave,  crushed  by  the  weight  of  slavery.  It  rejoices, 
indeed,  to  see  him  any  where  comfortably  fed,  and 
clotlied,  and  housed;  but  it,  nevertheless,  sees  him  a 
slave  ! — his  mind  darkened,  and  his  heart  insensible 
to  any  higher  emotions  than  the  hopes  and  fears  which 
are  bounded  by  the  narrow  space  of  his  earthly  exis- 
tence (I  speak  of  slavery  generally — there  are  ex- 
ceptions) elevated  to  no  practical  purposes  of  duty 
to  God  and  man  above  the  brute  that  labors  by  his 
side.  It  sees,  in  short,  Ids  soul  transfixed  with  the  iron 
of  slavery. 

The  feeling  produced  by  the  contemplation  of  all 
this  is  deep,  and  will  be  enduring.  And,  sir,  it  is  to 
take  possession  of  minds  that  have  hitherto  directed 
but  little  attention  to  this  subject.  It  has  now,  in- 
deed, a very  deep  hold  on  the  minds  of  men,  who 
have  connected  themselves  with  no  anti-slavery  as- 
sociations, and  have  manifested  no  forwardness  in 
anti-slavery  movements;  men  who  may,  perhaps,  never 
join  an  anti-slavery  society;  but  whose  influence  will, 
by  and  by,  tell  against  slavery  with  great  effect.  Under 
the  moderating  influence  of  such  men,  northern  abo- 
lition is  destined  to  settle  down  into  a calm,  steady, 
deep  and  restless  current  of  abolition  sentiment  and 
feeling,  which  will  make  it  more  terrible  to  the  south 
than  an  army  with  banners. 

And  then,  sir,  while  abolition  shall  thus  progress 
at  the  north,  it  will  begin  to  be  manifested  elsewhere. 
Sir,  before  you  are  aware,  it  will  make  its  appearance 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  south  itself.  Hitherto  the 
anti-slavery  feeling  in  that  quarter  (and  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  it  there)  has  been  absorbed  by  the 
scheme  of  colonization.  The  delusion  that  coloniza- 
tion can  be  made  a complete  remedy  for  the  evil  of 
slavery,  by  removing  the  whole  of  the  slave  popula- 
tion from  the  country,  is  to  be  dispelled,  as  involving 
an  utter  impossibility;  and  the  opponents  of  slavery 
at  the  south  are  to  be  thrown  upon  the  simple  alter- 
native of  abolition  or  slavery — slavery  with  a fearful 
increase  of  numbers,  and  slavery  without  end  ! 

When  the  southern  mind  shall  be  brought  to  look 
that  alternative  full  in  the  face,  (and  the  sooner  it  is 
done  the  better,)  then  will  “abolition”  begin  to  make 
its  appearance  in  the  south.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is  note  there 
to  a much  greater  extent  than  many  are  aware.  And 
well  it  may  be;  for  there  has  long  been  an  abolition 
agent  traversing  the  whole  southern  country — an 
agent  of  surpassing  ability  and  power — an  agent  who 
will  soon  give  your  Calhouns  and  Thompsons  some- 
thing to  do  besides  framing  gag  resolutions  for  these 
legislative  halls,  and  constructing  cob  houses  for  de- 
fence against  the  artillery  of  northern  abolition.  Do 
you  ask  me  the  name  of  that  agent?  I will  tell  you. 
It  is  conscience — the  most  unyielding,  uncompromis- 
ing abolitionist  the  world  ever  saw.  He  has  long 
lectured  at  the  south  with  various  success.  He  never 
fails  to  visit  the  bed  of  death,  and  there  often  speaks 

* Since  die  delivery  of  this  speech,  there  has  appeared 
the  bull  of  pope  Gregory  XVI.  against  the  slave  trade, 
dated  at  Rome,  December  3,  1S3-J.  Its  language  shows 
very  clearly  that  there  is  henceforth  to  be  an  influence 
from  that  quarter,  which  will  tell  with  tremendous  effect 
against  slavery — an  influence  that  will  enter  the  very 
heart  of  its  dominions  in  Brazil,  i lie  Spanish  West  Indies, 
and  die  United  Stales.  / 


with  great  effect!  He  has  lectured  in  England  for 

the  last  hali  century  with  astonishing  success',  uDil  »s 

now  at  work  in  France;  aad  is  preparing  to  visit 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  other  countries  in  Europe 
and  America.  I warn  my  southern  brethren  to  look 
out  for  this  abolitionist — not  for  the  purpose  of  catch- 
ing and  hanging  him — for  they  can  do  neither — but 
to  see  him  as  he  is — to  measure  his  dimensions — to 
study  his  character — to  respect  his  authority — and  to 
yield  to  his  power. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  foes,  external  and  internal,  with 
which  slavery  has  to  contend.  And  is  it  thought  to 
retreat  from  them  by  carrying  out  the  threat  to  dis- 
solve the  union  ? Sir,  it  would  be  like  jumping  into 
the  crater  of  a volcano  to  escape  its  smoke  and  cin- 
ders. A dissolution  of  the  union  to  escape  the  influ- 
ence of  abolition ! Why,  sir,  the  moment  you  do  this, 
there  will  be  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  the  great 
anti-slavery  agent  now  within  your  borders  a thou- 
sand auxiliaries  more  powerful  than  all  the  Birneys 
and  Blanchards,  the  Stewarts  and  Stantons  in  the 
land.  A dissolution  of  this  union  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  institution  of  slavery!  And  that  in  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  of  the  Christian,  era ! 
Was  ever  infatuation  like  this?  Would  a dissolution 
of  the  union  shield  the  south  from  the  power  of 
abolition?  Would  it  not,  thenceforward,  act  with 
tenfold  energy  ? Would  not  a severance  of  the  union 
instantly  awaken  throughout  the  whole  south  an  op- 
pressive sense  of  the  evils  of  slavery ! and  a still  more 
oppressive  sensibility  to  the  deep  disapprobation  of 
the  civilized  world  ! Sir,  when  the  south  shall  be 
prepared  to  quit  this  fair  land  of  promise  and  of  hope, 
and  launch  upon  the  deep,  in  search  of  regions  be- 
yond the  reach  of  civilized  and  Christian  man,  then, 
but  not  till  then,  let  it  talk  of  dissolving  the  union 
to  save  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery. 

Disposition  toxvards  slaveholders — responsibilities  of  pious 
slaveholders. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I have  spoken,  as  I felt 
bound  to  do,  with  great  plainness,  of  the  character, 
the  encroachments,  the  deserts,  and  the  doom  of 
slavery.  In  doing  this,  I fear  that,  though  intending 
to  avoid  harshness,  I may  have  been  unconsciously 
betrayed  into  it.  With  slaveholders  I have  no  per- 
sonal controversy.  To  them,  as  to  all,  I would  be 
respectful  and  kind,  while  I am,  as  I must  be,  open 
and  decided  in  my  hostility  to  slavery.  Of  their 
motives  in  sustaining  the  institution  of  slavery,  I 
have  nothing  to  say.  I am  not  constituted  a judge 
of  their  hearts.  There  is  One  that  judgeth.  I as- 
sume no  such  office — standing  here  not  to  lecture  on 
morals,  but  to  speak  of  human  rights.  Nor  would  I 
indulge  in  any  sneers,  invectives,  or  anathemas. — 
They  are  as  foreign  to  my  feelings  as  they  are  to  the 
proprieties  of  the  place  and  the  occasion.  Let  those 
who  choose,  wield  such  weapons.  My  business  is  to 
reason,  not  to  rail;  to  entreat,  not  to  denounce.  For 
the  slaves  I have  pity;  for  their  masters  no  other  than 
feelings  of  kindness  and  good-will.  They  are  alike 
my  brethren;  and  I would  no  sooner  insult  the  feel- 
ings of  the  one  than  I would  apply  the  lash  to  the 
backs  of  the  other. 

Among  slaveholders  there  are  men  of  great  per- 
sonal worth.  I see  such  around  me.  But  I must 
be  permitted  to  say  to  them,  and  to  all  that  stand  in 
this  relation,  that  they  know  not  wliat  they  do. — 
They  avoid,  doubtless,  wliat  are  called  the  cruelties 
of  slavery,  and  are  regarded  as  kind  masters.  But 
do  they  reflect  that  they,  and  such  as  they,  constitute 
the  very  pillars  of  slavery? — that  the  whole  system, 
with  its  admitted  cruelties  and  undeniable  outrages 
on  human  rights,  would  fall , if  good  and  pious  men 
were  to  withdraw  from  it  their  countenance  and  sup- 
port? That  such  would  be  the  ettect  is  undeniable. 
How  much  longer  they  can,  under  the  increasing 
light  of  the  rising  day,  continue  their  present  relation 
to  the  institution,  or  wheiher  any  longer,  I will  not 
take  upon  me  to  say.  But  I do  say  that  there  are 
responsibilities  connected  with  a continuance  of  this 
relation,  which  have  something  to  do  with  the  conse- 
quences of  that  relation;  something  to  do  with  the 
enormity  of  the  system  of  which  it  forms  a part,  and 
which  they  are  endeavoring  to  clothe  with  the  sacred 
garb  of  Christian  principle.  The  truth  is,  the  whole 
system  of  slavery  is  wrong,  incurably  wrong.  Pious 
slaveholders  avoid  wliat  they  deem  oppression  and 
cruelty,  without  reflecting  that,  in  its  mildest  forms, 
slavery  contains  the  great  essential  element  of  all  op- 
pression and  cruelty — namely,  injustice. 

■Expediency  and  justice. 

Before  closing,  Mr.  Speaker,  f beg  permission  to 
consider,  briefly,  an  objection  which  is  urged  against 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  which  the  con- 
templated rule  would  reject,  drawn  from  considera- 
tions of  expediency.  Admitting,  says  the  objector, 
that  congress  have  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  here,  yet  it  is  inexpedient  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a question  of  justice.  Let  me 
illustrate.  I take  a man’s  horse  and  put  him  into  my 
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stable  as  my  property.  Justice  comes  and  says,  open  | pronounce  but  with  the  deepest  veneration  for  his  i 


that  stablc-door  ad  send  thr  horte  t.  his  owner. 
But  the  laic  has  authorised  me  to  take  him.  For  indebt- 
edness? asks  justice.  No.  Then  let  the  door  be 
opened  at  once,  and  let  the  law  be  repealed  without 
delay.  Who  will  say  that  expediency  may  resist 
that  order? 

But  let  us  vary  the  case.  Instead  of  taking  the 
man’s  horse,  I take  the  man  himself,  claim  him  as 
my  property,  drive  him  to  my  fields  and  compel  him 
to  labor  without  compensation.  Justice  meets  me, 
and  says,  lay  down  that  whip,  and  cease  to  claim  that 
man  as  property.  But  the  law  has  authorised  me  thus 
to  claim  and  use  him.  No  matter  for  that,  I say,  let 
him  go;  and  to  the  law-makers  I say,  repeal  your  law 
immediately.  Would  not  expediency  blush  to  be  seen 
countermanding  either  of  these  orders? 

Take  another  case.  There  is  a manriding  through 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  there  are  fifty  men  in 
chains  marching  before  him.  What  is  he  doing  with 
them?  Driving  them  to  market!  Justice  comes  along 
and  asks.  By  what  authority  are  you  doing  this? 
By  authority  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  the 
answer.  Have  these  men  committed  crimes?  asks 
justice.  No,  is  the  reply.  Then  knock  off  those 
chains  instantly.  But  the  nation  has  authorised  me 
to  chain  and  drive  these  men,  and  I shall  do  it;  cease 
your  impertinence.  And  what  next  do  we  see?  Why, 
sir,  justice  turns  from  the  scene  of  horror,  and,  lift- 
ing up  his  trumpet  voice,  says  to  the  nation,  cease 
this  injustice;  command  that  these  victims  of  oppres- 
sion be  restored  to  freedom;  command  it  immediate- 
ly. Stay,  cries  the  slave  driver,  it  is  inexpedient — 
inexpedient!  inexpedient!  exclaims  justice,  break 
these  chains  arid  let  them  not,  for  another  mo- 
ment, bind  the  limbs  that  God  Almighty  made  for  free- 
dom. 

Who,  sir,  will  dare  stand  up,  and  in  the  name  of 
expediency,  resist  this  command?  None  but  those 


•uocK.  and  gentle,  th  ugh  dauntless  courage  and  noble 
bearing  in  that  great  cause. 

When  Wilberforce  moved,  for  the  first  of  the  ten 
times  he  did  move,  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
he  was  denounced,  even  by  name,  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  of  commons,  as  a “hypocrite  and  fanatic;” 
but  that  did  not  move  him.  Planting  himself  on  ihe 
rock  of  truth  and  justice,  he  stood  unappalled  by  the 
magnitude  and  threatening  aspect  of  the  system  of 
inj  ustice  wh  ich  he  assailed.  And  th  ink  you  he  would 
have  been  less  earnest  and  less  persevering  in  that 
cause,  if,  instead  of  a trade  in  slaves  between  Africa 
and  the  West  Indies,  the  trade  had  been  between  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool,  as  it  is  here,  between  Washing- 
ton and  New  Orleans? 

It  is  said,  I know,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
here  is  but  a small  matter.  It  is,  however,  small 
only  in  comparison,  with  the  great  work  which  is  to 
be  done  in  the  states  beyond  the  reach  of  our  legisla- 
tion. Nothing  is  small,  in  an  absolute  sense,  that 
involves  a question  of  justice.  Justice  listens  as 
attentively  to  the  claim  of  one  man  for  the  rights 
that  God  has  given  him  as  to  the  clamors  of  a thou- 
sand. Here,  within  our  exclusive  jurisdiction,  are 
men  who  claim  justice  at  our  hands;  and  shall  we 
refuse  it?  Can  we  refuse  it?  So  far  as  my  humble 
voice  can  go,  it  shall  not  be  refused  for  a day  or  an 
hour. 

But  if  a majority  of  this  house  are  not  ready  now 
to  vote  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  here,  will  they 
not  vote  for  the  rbolition  of  the  slave  trade ? That 
the  public  mind  is  not  prepared  for  this,  is  what  I 
will  not  admit,  until  I am  forced  to  do  it  by  some- 
thing more  conclusive  than  “doughface”  predictions 
that  it  will  dissolve  the  union.  Sir,  it  is  a foul  libel 
on  this  nation  to  say  that  it  is  not  prepared  to  abolish 
the  slave  trade  here.  If  it  is  not,  then,  in  the  name  of 
consistency,  I say,  let  it  repeal  its  laws  against  the 


whose  minds  have  never  grasped  the  great  idea  of  i foreign  slave  trade,  and  permit  the  dealers  in  human 
justice;  who  have  never  considered  the  nature  and  flesh  to  disgorge  their  cargoes  of  living  death  upon 
authority  of  its  claims  upon  human  obedience.  Jus-  the  shores  of  the  republic. 

tice!  How  deep  and  comprehensive  its  meaning!  j You  will  perceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I make  the 
How  inflexible  its  decisions!  How  inexorable  its  demands  of  justice  imperative.  We  are  so  con- 
demands!  How  watchful  is  its  guardianship  of  hu-  stantly  in  the  habit  of  consulting  expediency,  and 
man  rights!  How  deep  does  it  lie  in  the  foundation  ! very  properly,  too,  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  that 
of  our  civil  institutions!  The  English  common  law,  we  are  prone  to  forget  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
the  inheritance  and  the  blessing  of  our  country,  rests  claims  of  justice.  We  are  often  afraid  to  do  justice, 
upon  it.  It  gives  stability  to  our  stale  constitutions;  because  of  supposed  consequences.  Nothing  can  be 
and  here  it  is,  the  very  “ corner  stone ” of  the  federal  more  false  in  ethics  than  this.  We  should  “be 
constitution.  “To  establish  justice!”  How  pro-  just  and  fear  not.”  “What  doth  the  Lord  thy  God 
perly  does  this  stand  out  in  bold  relief,  among  the  require  of  thee,  but  to  deal  justly,  love  mercy,  and 
assigned  purposes  of  its  adoption;  and  with  what  sin-  walk  humbly  with  thy  God.”  There  is  no  individu- 
gular  appropriateness  was  it  made  to  precede  and  al  or  nation  under  heaven  upon  whom  the  obligation 
stand  in  immediate  connexion  with  another  great  pur-  of  this  requirement  does  not  rest  with  perpetual,  un- 
pose, namely,  “ to  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,”  forming, ; mitigated  force.  Are  we  to  oppose  our  short-sighted 
in  fact,  the  true  and  only  basis  on  which  that  tran-  appprehensions  of  danger  to  the  demands  of  justice! 
quillity  can  rest.  ' Do  we  believe  in  the  authority  of  the  Giver  of  this 

Justice!  Sir,  it  is  the  noblest  attribute  of  the  Al-  ^aw  justice  and  mercy,  and  that  the  world  is  go- 
mighty— immutable  as  his  own  nature,  and  firm  and  verned,  not  by  blind  chance,  but  by  his  unerring  Pro- 
enduring  as  his  everlasting  throne— high  as  heaven, ! vidence;  and  shall  we  not  trust  to  Him  to  take  care 
deep  as  hell,  and  broad  and  boundless  as  the.  uni- ! ot  the  consequences  of  a compliance  with  his  own 
verse.  Justice!  Let  that  word  be  engraved  on  the  | commands. 

pillars  that  surround  these  halls  of  legislation,  and  But  if  our  faith  is  not  satisfied  with  reasoning  a 
upon  the  wall  of  the  executive  mansion;  let  it  blaze  Pnorb  shall  we  not  be  convinced  by  the  reasoning 
from  the  dome  of  every  capitol  in  the  union;  let  it  be  £rom  facts.  What  nation  or  individual  ever  suffered 
written  in  stars  on  the  expanse,  of  the  American  hea-  j ’rom  doing  justice.  ± ake,  for  example,  the  cases  ol 
vens;  and  let  it  be  deeply  furrowed  with  the  plough-  I emancipation.  Although  they  have  often  been  pre- 
share of  truth  upon  the  broad  face  of  our  country, ; ceded  by  Sloomy  predictions  of  evil,  of  massacre 
from  ocean  to  ocean.  ! and  bl°od>  yet  what  single  page  of  history  has  re- 

But  1 am  asked — with  all  your  veneration  for  jus-  j cprded  their  fulfilment?  St.  Domingo  has  often  been 
lice,  would  you  now  vote  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  I cited  as  an  exception.  But  it  it  were  an  exception, 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  Is  not  rt  w?uld  ProYe  the ,™le.  It  is  not,  however,  an  ex- 
“public  opinion  throughout  the  union  against  it?”  I ception,  as  I could  easily  show  if  I had  time  the 
And  is  it  not  “utterly  impracticable?”  That  may  | massacre  and  blood  having  resulted  from  the  cruel 
be:  though  I think  the  public  opinion  is  less  opposed  attempt  of  Bonaparte  to  force  the  emancipated  back 
to  it  than  the  objector  imagines.  But  it  is  not  im-  t0  bondage— an  attempt  which  they  nobly  and  trium- 
practicable  for  me  to  vote  for  it,  or,  at  least,  to  de-  phantl}’  resisted. 

clare  that  I will  do  so,  if  I can  have  an  opportunity.  I even  **  St.  Domingo  were  an  exception,  it 

Possibly  my  vote  might  stand  alone,  though  I do  not ; "'ould  prove  nothing  to  the  objector’s  purpose,  since 
deem  that  quite  certain.  But  the  vindication  of  many  ] emancipation  there  was  in  the  midst  ot  a revolution 
a right  has  had  as  small  a beginning  as  this.  None  , *be  mother  country,  distinguished,  as  all  know, 
that  I ever  heard  of  was  vindicated  by  beginning  with  by  cruelty  and  blood,  and  by  an  entire  absence  of  all 
the  declaration  that  nothing  could  be  done,  and,  in  ; religious  restraints.  All  who  know  any  thing  of  the 
accordance  with  it,  doing  nothing.  Whoever  here 1 bistory,  especially  ol  modern  emancipation,  know 
believes  that  justice  demands  the  abolition  of  sla- ! lbat  it  lives  and  moves  and  has  its  being  in  the  be- 
very  and  the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  let  him  say  ! n*gn  and  peacelul  spirit  ot  the  Christian  religiou- 
so  by  his  vote.  If  he  begin  alone,  he  will  not  long  a sP*rit  that  acts  at  once  on  the  emancipators  and  tne 
remain  so.  How  small  was  the  beginning  of  aboli-  . emancipated.  Let  those  who  are  filled  with  appre- 
tion  in  the  British  parliament? — small,  I mean,  in  pensions  of  evil  from  emancipation,  consider  that, 
numbers  and  immediate  influence,  though  great — \ henceforth,  more  perhaps  than  at  any  time  hereto- 
transcendently  great — in  the  man  who  first  moved  *ore»  1S  Christian  principle  to  become  the  master 
the  measure.  It  was  Wilberforce— possessing  a | sPlntL of  abolition,  exerting  its  hallowing  influence 
soul  as  large  in  its  benevolence  as  the  universe,  and  ljP.on  bcdb.  the  white  and  black  races,  giving  a health- 
a mind  that  grasped  the  mighty  subject  in  the  pro- 


found depth  of  its  great  principles,  and  in  its  vast 
bearings  on  the  destinies  of  the  race  whose  rights  he 
vindicated,  and  to  whose  deliverance  from  oppres- 
sion he  devoted  his  life.  Wilberforce!  A name  I 


ful  and  wise  direction  to  the  measures  of  the  one, 
and  chastening  the  feelings,  elevating  the  purposes, 
and  ennobling  the  awakened  energies  of  the  other. 
Emancipation,  immediate  and  simultaneous. 

But,  I am  asked,  must  emancipation  be  immed 


feel  unworthy  to  pronounce,  and  which  I never  can  ate?  Is  it  not  necessary  to  prepare  the  slave  for  free- 


dom? Experience  has  shown  that  one  of  the  most 
important  preparations  for  freedom  is  freedom  it- 
self— that  a state  of  slavery  is  utterly  incompatible 
with  preparation  for  the  enjoyment  of  freedom. 
Thus  the  operation  of  West  India  emancipation  has 
been  found  more  favorable  in  those  Islands  where  the 
emancipation  was  immediate,  as  in  Antigua  and  the 
Bermudas,  than  in  those  where  the  system  of  appren- 
ticeship w'as  adopted.  Those  concerned  in  the  present 
movement  of  abolition  in  France  have,  it  seems,  fully 
considered  this  subject,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, as  in  the  report  of  M.  de  Tocqueville  to  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  to  which  I have  referred,  that 
immediate,  is  preferable  to  any  form  of  gradual  eman- 
cipation. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  need  of  preparation  is  on 
the  part  of  the  free,  rather  than  the  enslaved.  By 
this  1 mean  that  the  success  or  failure  of  all  attempts 
at  emancipation  must  depend  upon  the  promptness 
and  freeness  of  the  act — having  reference  to  the 
effect  upon  the  feelings  of  the  emancipated — and  the 
kind  and  paternal  legislation  which  shall  he  after- 
wards adapted  to  their  peculiar  situation;  legislation 
which  shall  bring  to  bear,  systematically,  upon  their 
roused  energies  and  quickened  intellects  the  conser- 
vative influences  of  a pure  religion  and  an  uncontami- 
nated  literature. 

And,  sir,  shall  not  all  this  be  done?  Can  it  be  with- 
holden?  Is  it  not  a debt  long,  long  due  to  this  unfor- 
tunate and  oppressed  race?  Has  not  their  degrada- 
tion been  the  work  of  slavery?  And  for  whom  have 
they  labored?  Whose  fields  have  been  moistened  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brows?  Whose  tables  have  been 
spread  with  the  fruits  of  their  toil? 

There  are  many  who  are  strongly  wedded  to  the  old 
but  soon-to-be-exploded  system  of  emancipation  upon 
what  is  called  the  post  nati  principle — that  is,  eman- 
cipation which  takes  effect  only  on  the  after-born. 
No  system  can  possibly  be  worse  than  this.  It  leaves 
the  training  of  the  free  children  in  the  hands  of  slave 
mothers;  and  brings  into  perpetual  contact  the  free 
and  the  enslaved,  each  to  exert  the  worst  possible 
influence  on  the  other.  To  this  cause,  with  the  cruel 
neglect  of  legislative  provision  for  the  education  of 
the  emancipated,  is  to  be  traced  the  degrrdation  of 
the  free  black  population  in  the  slave  states,  as  well 
as  in  those  states — Pennsylvania,  for  example — in 
which  emancipation  has  been  effected  on  the  principal 
just  mentioned. 

The  true  system  is,  to  emancipate  all  at  once — to 
make  the  act  of  justice  appear  like  one  of  noble 
generosity — and  thus — as  has  been  seen  in  the  West 
Indies — excite  a common  feeling  of  gratitude  in  the 
emancipated,  and  rouse  them  to  common  and  simul- 
taneous efforts,  and  emulation,  in  the  march  of  im- 
provement. Who  can  fully  estimate  the  results  of 
removing  the  crushing  weight  of  slavery,  and  leav- 
ing the  common  mind  of  an  emancipated  race  to  find 
its  way,  by  the  aid  of  wise  and  beneficent  legislation, 
onward  and  upward  in  the  march  of  intellectual  and 
moral  improvement? 

Effect  of  abolition  on  the  south. 

Impressed,  as  I am;  with  a conviction  of  the  de- 
cided advantage  of  immediate  and  simultaneous,  over 
gradual  emancipation,  I cannot  doubt  that  when  the 
south  shall  come  to  emancipate,  as  they  will  one  day 
do,  they  will  nobly  strike  for  immediate  and  simulta- 
neous emancipation.  There  is  a promptness  and 
generosity  in  the  southern  character  which  is  a sure 
guaranty  of  this.  I know  it  is  said  that  abolition  has 
thrown  back  emancipation  half  a century.  There 
is  one  kind  of  emancipation  that  abolition  has  thrown 
back;  and  that  is,  gradual  emancipation,  with  coloniza- 
tion as  a remedy  for  slavery.  In  doing  this,  it  has  done 
a great  service  to  the  cause  of  genuine  emancipation, 
because  it  has  prepared  the  way  for  the  adoption  of 
a system  founded  on  true  principles.  It  is  drawing 
the  patient  from  a pernicious  and  deceptive  reliance 
on  an  inadequate  prescription,  to  the  true  and  only 
remedy. 

It  is  said  that  the  north  had  better  be  quiet  on  this 
subject,  for  that  the  south  will  not  listen  even  to 
truth  coming  from  that  quarter.  Sir,  this  suggestion 
involves  an  imputation  upon  the  intelligence  and  love 
of  truth  of  the  south,  too  dishonoring  to  be  endured 
for  a moment.  There  is  a momentary  feeling  there, 
I know,  which  seems  to  justify  the  assumption.  But 
it  will  not  be  enduring.  The  involuntary  homage  of 
the  human  souLto  truth,  checked  for  a moment  by  a 
feeling  of  independence — a noble  impulse,  rightly 
directed — will  yet  break  out  in  the  south,  and, 
overcoming  the  pride  of  opinion,  the  prejudices 
of  education,  and  the  misdirected  feeling  ot  inde- 
pendence, will  produce  results  that  will  astonish 
the  world.  The  struggle  may  be  long,  but  the  tri- 
umph of  truth  will  one  day  crown  it.  i may  not  live 
to  see  that  day;  but  as  surely  as  the  wheels  of  time 
roll  on,  so  certainly  will  that  triumph  come  to  bless 
my  country. 
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Advent  Conference.  A senes  of  ivligious  exeicues 
are  taking  place  at  the  Broadway  tabernacle,  IN.  York, 
having  reference  to  Christ's  second  advent  upon  earth.— 
The  following  are  understood  to  be  tne  heads  of  the  doc- 
trines, which  the  conference  design  to  put  forth  during 
the  course  of  their  deliberations: 

1st — The  kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at  hand. 

2d— The  millenium  will  be  preceded  by  the  personal 
appearance  of  Christ  upon  earth,  to  call  the  quick  and  the 
dead  to  judgment.  . ,T  , 

3d — The  promised  restoration  of  the  Children  of  Israel 
is  not  to  be  understood  in  a literal  sense,  as  referring  to 
the  return  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine,  but  to  the  final  resur- 
rection of  the  saints. 

Arkansas  Bonds.  The  commissioners  of  the  state  of 
Arkansas,  last  year,  hypothecated  a certain  number  of 
state  bonds,  for  certain  purposes,  with  a banking  com- 
pany of  New  York.  The  commissioners  now  caution 
the  public  not  to  trade  for  these  bonds,  because  the  bank 
had  no  authority  to  sell  or  pledge  them.  This  is  the  se- 
cond open  avowal  of  repudiation,  backed  by  some  halt 
dozen  or  more  failures  to  meet  the  payment  of  principal 
and  interest  as  it  fell  due. 

Authors  coming.  Charles  Dickens,  esq. — Boz  in- 
tends, it  is  stated,  to  visit  the  Untied  States  in  January, 
and  Professor  Wilson— Kit  North  of  Blackwood— in 
May. 

Bank  Items.  United  States  versus  U.  S.  bank  of  Pa. 
This  suit  tried  in  Philadelphia  recently,  for  moneys  with- 
held from  the  United  States  to  pay  the  damage  on  the 
French  bills  of  exchange.  Judge  Baldwin  decreed— 

1.  That  the  United  States  were  liable  to  the  law  of 
set-'offlike  any  individual;  their  sovereignty  being  parted 
with,  pro  hac  vice. 

2.  That  the  claim  of  the  defendant  to  damages  must 
be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  the  place  svhere 
the 'bill  of  exchange  was  drawn. 

3.  That,  by  this  law,  damages  were  only  allowable  to 
the  actual  holder  of  the  bill  of  exchange  at  the  time  of 
the  protest,  or  to  an  endorser  who  has  paid  the  damages 
sustained  upon  it. 

4.  That  the  bank  was  not  the  holder  of  ihe  bill  at  the 
time  of  protest,  nor  an  agent  for  the  holder;  and  that  no 
proofhad  been  given  to  show  that  it  had  paid  the  dama- 
ges sustained  by  the  protest. 

The  defendant’s  claim  for  damages  was  therefore  re- 
jected by  the  court,  and  the  jury  gave  a verdict  for  the 
United  States  for  §251,243  54  damages  and  six  cents 
cost. 

The  circulation  of  the  whole  of  the  banks  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  was  on  1st  January,  1840,  $2,193,867;  on 
1st  Jan.  1841,  81,781,996;  and  is  at  this  time,  81,159,000. 
Being  a diminution  ol  over  one  million,  or  of  nearly  one 
half  since  January,  1840. 

This  however  has  been  more  than  superceded  by  r>al 
cimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  orders  predicated  upon  city 
faith,  and  of  which  there  is  now  in  circulation  nearly 
$1,500  000  and  constitutes  the  almost  entire  common 
currency,  though  at  a discount  of  from  eight  to  ten  pe 
cent,  for  bank  paper  at  present.  Attempts  have  been 
and  are  yet  urged  to  induce  the  banks  to  take  those  notes 
at  par.  It  would  place  it  out  of  their  power  to  resume 
specie  payments  soon. 

The  Still  Water  Canal  bank  at  Orona.  We  learn  from 
the  Newburyport  Herald  that  an  injunction  has  been 
placed  on  this  bank.  The  report  of  t lie  bank  commis- 
sioners of  Maine  says  that  this  bank  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  New  York  speculators,  introduced  by  M r.  Cy- 
rus Mooie.  The  bills  are  nearly  all  in  circulation  in 
distant  states.  The  amount  of  the  circulation  is  $25,829 
The  resources  consist— first,  of  $10,816  past  due,  and  of 
little  value,  principally  in  executions,  and  $38,354  due 
from  the  New  York  speculators,  of  which  $15,S57  was 
given  for  stock,  and  $22,496  bills  paid  oul.  There  is  a 
aeposite  of  $6,500  in  the  Washington  bank,  New  York, 
to  redeem  the  circulation,  but  which  is  supposed  to  be 
exhausted.  The  bank  also  owned  a dwelling  house,  but 
this  has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  real  estate  is 
now  worth  little  or  nothing.  The  value  of  its  bills,  of 
course,  depends  upon  what  may  be  obtained  of  the  New 
York  speculators. 

The  North  American  Trust  and  Banking  company,  it  is 
said  paid  its  lawyer  ten  thousand  dollars  for  drawing  up 
its  articles  of  agreement;  and  that  the  Commercial  Bank 
has  been  in  the  practice  of  helping  its  balance  with  the 
other  banks  by  handing  over  every  morning  the  checks 
of  certain  brokers  to  the  amount  of  filly  or  sixty  thousand 
dollars.  These  checks  were  procured  in  exchange  for  an 
equal  amount  of  Commercial  Bank  notes,  which  were 
paid  out  at  the  brokers’  counters  during  the  day,  and  the 
brokers  allowed  a commission.  [N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

The  two  banks  of  Circleville,  Ohio.  The  recent  failure 
of  one  of  those  banks,  generally  called  the  new  one,  char- 
tered in  1818,  renders  it  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the 
public,  to  state  that  the  notes-of  the  broken  bank  are 
variously  signed  by  S.  G.  Renick,  E.  Brown,  and  J.  Darst, 
as  president  or  vice  president;  and  by  H.  H.  Warren,  J. 
A.  Scoville  and  W.  McCulloch,  cashier;  and  i ha t those 
of  the  sound  and  specie  paying  old  bank,  are  signed  only 
by  Jos.  Olds,  president,  and  H.  Lawrence,  cashier. 

Farmers’  Bank  vs.  col.Beime  and  others.  The  decision 
in  this  case  was  given  on  Monday  last,  by  judge  Smith, 
against  the  bank,  and  in  favor  of  S'einbergen’s  endor- 
sers. [ Rockingham , (Fa.)  Register. 


Coal.  A deposite  of  Kennel  coal,  (free  from  sulphur) 

supposed  to  be  i he  largfesl  known  of  in  this  country,  has 
been  discovered  near  Pittsburg. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  Welch  coal-fields  extend 
over  1,200  square  miles,  and  that  there  are  twenty  three 
beds  of  workable  coal,  having  an  average  thickness  of 
ninety-five  feet.  Each  acre  will  yield  about  100,000  tons, 
being  at  the  rale  of  65,000,000  tons  per  mile.  If  from 
this  we  deduct  one-half  for  waste  and  the  minor  extent  of 
the  upper  beds,  this  will  afford  a supply  of  coal  equal  to 

32.000. 000  tons  per  square  mile.  Let  it  be  conceded  that 

5.000. 000  are  equal  to  one-third  of  that  consumption  in 
England,  then  each  square  mile  ol  the  Welch  coal  field 
will  meet  a proportionate  consumption  of  a hundred 
years;  and  as  there  are  from  1,000  to  2,000  square  miles 
in  this  district,  it  would  supply  England  with  coal  for 
2,000  years  after  all  the  English  mines  were  exhausted. 

Cotton  manufaturers.  Ship  Henry,  of  Newbury- 
port, lately  cleared  at  Liverpool  for  Ostend,  there  to  be 
laden  with  machinery  and  workmen  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton,  to  be  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz  and  put  into 
work  in  Mexico.  The  machinery  was  made  at  the  Phoe- 
nix works  in  Ghent. 

The  Cranberry  case.  The  Post  says,  that  at  the 
supreme  court  held  in  Plymouth  last  week,  the  famous 
cranberry  case,  between  Barnstable  and  Yarmouth, 
was  argued  and  decided  in  favor  of  Yarmouth;  the 
court  determining  that  the  right  to  pick  whortleberries, 
cranberries  and  wild  fruit  on  lands  owned  in  common, 
and  not  private  property,  was  no  trespass. 

[Boston  Journal. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  New  York  164,  of 
which  51  were  under  two  years  of  age,  and  26  died  of 
consumption. 

Election.  This  morning’s  mail  furnishes  us  the  offi- 
cial returns  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

For  senators  the  vote  stands,  Varian  (Van  Buren) 
16,466  Franklin  (whig)  16,207;  Lord  (whig)  16,119; 
Purdv  (Van  Buren)  16,172.  One  Van  Buren  and  one 
whig  elected. 

For  assembly.  Ten  Van  Buren  and  three  whigs 
elected. 

The  counties — so  for  as  accounts  are  received,  the  whigs 
loose  in  Ulster  2;  Albany  3;  Rensselaer  3;  Schenectady 
1;  Fulton  1;  Saratoga  2;  Oswego  2;  Jefferson  3;  Madi- 
son 3;  Chenango  3;  Cayuga  3;  Wayne  2;  King  2,  Rich 
inond  1 — 31.  Whig  gain:  in  Montgomery  1;  N.  York 
3—4. 

Fires.  Property  to  the  amount  of  $300,000  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  late  fire  at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

The  main  building  of  the  Jefferson  college  at  Wash 
ingion,  Miss,  took  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  and 
was  consumed.  About  500  volumes  of  the  library  were 
burnt,  together  with  the  archives  of  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory. Loss  estimated  at  $30,000,  besides  the  archives, 
which  money  cannot  replace. 

Flour  has  been  in  demand  this  week  in  New  York 
at  $6a6  06  for  Genessee,  $6  25  for  Brandywine. 

New  Orleans.  On  the  19th  ult.  there  were  20  deaths, 
9 by  yellow  fever. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  states  that  during  the  24 
hours  ending  on  the  23J  ult.  there  were  13  deaths  by 
yellow  fever.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  that  city 
during  the  week  ending  on  the  23d  was  149,  of  which 
96  were  by  yellow  fever.  A white  frost  was  visible  at 
New  Orleans  on  the  23d. 

Temperance  reform  in  Canada.  A cross  has  been 
recently  erected  on  the  Beloeil  or  Chambly  Mountain, 
Lower  Canada,  as  a memorial  of  the  great  and  success- 
ful exertions  of  Count  Barbin  Janson,  bishop  of  Nancy, 
in  France,  for  the  advancement  of  religion  and  tempe- 
rance in  that  province.  The  Montreal  papers  say  that 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  thousand  persons  were 
present  at  the  ceremony.  The  mountain  on  which  the 
cross  is  erected  is  about  2,000  feet  high,  and  from  what- 
ever spot  the  eye  may  embrace  it,  there  will  this  memo- 
rial of  the  bishop’s  labors  in  Canada  be  visible. 

Printing  Office.  The  capital  employed  in  the  print- 
ing establishment  of  Messrs.  Clowes,  London,  is  nearly 
a million  and  a half  of  dollars.  They  employ  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  workmen,  and  use  up  fiye  hundred  thou 
sand  dollars  worth  of  paper  a year. 

“The  partisan  leader”  is  the  title  of  a novel  published 
a short  time  since,  and  which  is  now  exciting  some  at- 
tention from  the  fact  of  the  editor  of  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer  having  attributed  the  authorship  to 
the  present  secretary  of  the  navy,  Judge  Upshur.  This 
being  denied  by  the  Madisonian , the  Enquirer  next  al- 
ledges that  Judge  Upshur  reviewed  the  book,  and  tnat  it 
was  from  the  pen  of  a near  neighbor  and  friend  of  his 
(Judge  Tucker).  The  Madisonian  of  the  26th  intimates 
that  neither  Judge  Upshur  nor  Judge  Tucker  wrote  the 
book. 

Santa  Fe  Traders.  The  Missourian  of  the  9th  ult, 
says:  ‘‘A  large  caravan,  consisting  of  thirty  wagons  and 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  mules,  left  our  town  a 
short  time  ago,  en  route  for  Santa  Fe.  The  expedition 
is  superintended  by  Signors  Armeho,  Cliarvois,  and 
Monsieur  De  Gordia.  They  take  with  them  seventy- 
two  tons  of  goods.  Our  town  now  is  comparatively 
quiet,  and  the  traders  who  occasionally  cheered  the  dull 
monotony  of  our  village  have  generally  left,  either  for 
Santa  Fe,  Chihuahua,  or  the  Rocky  Mountains.  May 
success  Attend  tjietn  in  their  Various  enterprises!” 


Specie.  The  effects  of  the  British  system  of  pushing 
commerce,  are  demonstrated.  H B.  M.  ship  “Ores- 
tes,’" arrived  at  Ri- > de  Janeiro  on  the  5th  September 
last,  from  the  Pacific,  bound  to  England,  with  2,500,61)0 
dollars  on  board  in  specie  and  bullion.  She  sailed  from 
Rio  for  England  on  the  13th  September.  Left  on  the 
west  coast  tor  Mexico,  H.  B.  M.  ship  “Eiectra”  waiting 
the  arrival  of  a conducta  of  specie  for  Englaud,  of 
3,000,000  of  dollars. 

About  $500,000  ieft  New  York  by  the  last  packets  lor 
England  and  France. 

The  London  packet  ship  Philadelphia  takes  835,000 
specie,  chiefly  sovereigns.  The  Havre  packet  slop  Onei- 
da takes  $151,830  specie,  chiefly  Mexican  dollars  and 
American  halves. 

Statues.  The  Texian  congress  have  directed  a mar- 
ble bust  of  Senator  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  who  made 
the  motion  in  the  United  States  senate  for  ihe  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  a portrait  ol  Senaior 
Preston,  who  seconded  the  motion,  to  be  placed  in  the 
capitol  of  that  republic. 

Steamboat.  The  Butikerbill,  Captain  Huntington, 
belonging  to  the  Connecticut  River  Steamboat  compa- 
ny,  on  her  passage  from  New  York  to  Hanford,  ran 
ashore  about  10  o’clock  Sunday  morning  in  the  fog,  on 
the  Cornfield  Point  about  two  miles  from  the  Connecti- 
cut river.  The  passengers  and  freight  were  landed  in 
safety.  It  is  thought  that  the  machinery  will  be  saved; 
if  so,  the  loss  will  be  about  $20,000.  No  insurance. 

Steamers.  We  learn  from  an  article  in  the  United 
States  Gazette  the  single  item  of  coal  required  for  each 
of  the  British  steamboats  now  in  operation  on  the  Paci- 
fic cost  $18,664 — but  new  sources  have  already  been 
ascertained  to  exist  upon  that  coast  from  whence  the  ar- 
ticle may  be  derived  at  a much  less  expense. 

The  steamer  Columbia  sailed  from  Boston  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  with  thirteen  passengers  for  Halifax  and 
35  for  Liverpool.  Mr.  Barrow,  charge  d’affairs  to  Portu- 
gal, was  among  the  passengers. 

The  Cunard  Steamers  had,  up  to  the  17th  July  last, 
made  19  voyages  to  Boston — averages  14  days  10  hours 
per  voyage.  The  longest  voyage  was  that  of  the  Aca- 
dia in  March  and  April  last— IS  days  12  hours;  the 
shortest  that  of  the  Columbia  in  June — 12  days  2 hours. 
Two  voyages  were,  made  in  12  days  12  hours,  and  four 
in  13  days  13  hours.  The  time  is  calculated  I rom  the 
hour  of  departure  from  Liverpool  to  arrival  in  Boston, 
without  deducting  time  of  detention  at  Halifax. 

Stocks  have  declined  in  price  this  week,  both  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  markeis. 

Tea.  Tea  exported  from  Canton  to  Great  Britain, 
from  July,  1840  to  June  1841 

Bohea  28S,017  lbs.  Twankay  1,237,278  lbs. 

Congou  ]9,S79,745  Hyson  1,012,197 

Caper  571,932  Hyson  Skin  148,721 

Souchong  510,442  Y.  Hyson  877,522 

Sorts  83  969  Gunpowder  753  685 

H.  Moey  137,903  Imperial  819,549 

Pekoe  299, 8SS  

Orange  Pekoe  709,071  Total  27.197,003 

Cargoes  not  despatched,  estimated  2,000,000 

29,197,073 

Thanksgiving.  Governor  Seward  has  appointed 
Thursday,  the  9th  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  in 
New  York  as  a day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

The  25th  November  was  observed  as  a day  of  thanks- 
giving in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire. 

Tobacco  Trade  of  Philadelphia.  The  Philadelphia 
American  states  that  the  number  of  screw  presses  in  the 
tobacco  inspection  warehouse  is  to  be  increased.  When 
completed  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogsheads  can  be  sam- 
pled and  inspected  daily.  The  following:  statement  will 
show  the  rapid  increase  of  the  inspection  at  this  ware- 
house during  the  last  three  years: 

In  1839,  2,552  hhds.  40  boxes  and  50  bales  tobacco  and 
78  hhds.  stems. 

In  1840,  5,298  hhds.  3S  boxes  tobacco  and  10  hhds. 
stems. 

In  1841,  to  November  1st,  6,103  hhds.  136  boxes,  and 
77  hhds.  stems. 


Weather.  Snow  fell  on  the  22  J of  October  in  Beau- 
fort district,  S.  C.  and  to  the  full  depth  of  four  inches  on 
the  23d  October  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.  and  oil  the  24ili  to  ihe 
same  depth  upon  the  mountains  in  Allegany  county,  Md. 
Ice  formed  on  the  morning  of  (lie  26th  at  Charleston,  S. 
C.  On  the  28th  of  October,  commenced  most  charm- 
ing Indian  summer  weather  in  Maryland,  and  continued 
until  the  4th  of  November,  when  it  clouded  up  and  be- 
came cold  and  blustering,  then  came  literally  the  “fall  of 
the  leaf.”  The  forests  which  had  assumed  the  splendid 
attire  of  an  American  autumn,  rapidly  were  stripped  of 
their  colors — the  “sear  and  yellow  leaf’’  relinquishes  its 
frail  hold  upon  distinction  and  now  returns  to  enrich  the 
the  mould  of  its  mother-earth  for  reproduction. 

Wheat  is  selling  at  Green  Bay  at  70  cents  a bushel 
and  flour  at  $7  50  a barrel!  Should  like  to  have  a mill 
there. 

Widows.  It  is  calculated  that  there  are  fifteen  hun- 
dred widows  in  Boston.  We  were  about  to  give  some 
advice  on  the  premises,  but  forbear.  The  scriptures  say, 
if  any  have  widows,  let  them  relieve  them. — [Alas  for 
widowers. 
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legislatuie  meets;  Mississippi,  election;  Louisiana,  yellow 
fever  statistics;  Tennessee,  item,  legislature,  appoint- 
ments, Gov.  Folk’s  valedictory;  Ohio,  list  of  members 
elect  to  the  legislature,  state  of  parties,  Cincinnati  bank 
statements;  Indiana,  R.  W.  Thompson. 

National  affairs— President’s  return  to  Washington; 
appointments;  western  armory;  American  whale  fishery. 

Army — General  orders  Nos.  02,  65,  66,  67,  69;  opera- 
tions in  Florida;  recruits;  list,  of  cadets  appointed  1841. 

Navy — Gen.  Talmagde’s  address  to  the  boys  of  the 
naval  school,  Brooklyn;  the  Potomac  and  Enterprize. 

Indian  treaty  ground. 

Presidential — Letter  from  General  Scott. 

Mr.  Rayner’s  speech  on  abolition  topic. 

Chronicle. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Great  Western  steamer  left  Liverpool  on  the 
23d  ult.  and  reached  New  York  on  the  8th  instant. 
She  brought  over  one  hundred  passengers,  amongst 
whom  were  Mr.  Stevenson,  American  minister, 
and  family — Major  Thorp,  and  a valuable  cargo  of 
woollens  and  silks. 

The  Britannia  steamer  was  detained  two  days  oy 
the  Britisli  postmaster  general  in  order  to  bring  out 
despatches.  She  left  Liverpool  on  the  21st  ult.  and 
reached  Boston  on  the  4th  inst. 

These  two  arrivals  furnish  us  with  later  European 
intelligence,  but  nothing  of  material  importance. 
There  was  very  considerable  excitement  in  England 
in  relation  to  the  McLeod  and  Grogan  affairs,  and 
many  of  the  French  papers  speak  of  a war  being 
inevitable,  in  which  France  of  course  calculates  to 
be  involved.  The  New  York  papers  state  that  pri- 
vate letters  of  the  latest  dates  received  from  England 
evince  more  apprehension  that  war  was  inevitable 
than  even  the  public  journals — and  they  were  team- 
ing with  the  topic.  Certain  it  is  that  war-like  pre- 
parations are  actively  going  on  in  England — but  we 
have  full  faith  that  the  general  disposition  is  averse 
to  hostilities  with  the  United  States. 

We  regard  the  feverish  condition  of  foreign  feel- 
ing in  relation  to  the  posture  of  affairs  between  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States  as  indicative  of  the  ex- 
cessive sensibility  of  the  stock  jobbers  on  one  hand, 
and  the  fury  of  political  partizan  newspapers  that 
Jive  upon  excitement  on  the  other.  The  two  go- 
vernments, and  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the 
two  countries  are  but  slightly  effected  by  their  ebbs 
and  flows.  Whilst  all  were  upon  tiptoe  when  the 
steamer  left  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  McLeod 
and  Grogan  affairs — the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  quietly  pursuing  their  peaceful  course  and  but 
little  apprehensive  of  peace  being  further  disturbed 
on  those  topics  at  least.  A calm  will  be  found  to 
prevail  in  Europe  on  their  receiving  the  information 
which  they  must  have  done  in  a few  days  after  the 
steamers  left. 

The  Sheridan,  Caledonia,  Monongahela  and  Gla- 
diator had  arrived  out — the  latter  in  sixteen  days 
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nine  hours — said  to  be  the  shortest  passage  on  re- 
cord. 

The  Russian  steamer  Ramschatka  which  left  New 
York  on  the  29th  September,  reached  Southampton 
(British  channel)  on  the  21st  ult. 

The  packet  South  America  beat  the  Caledonia 
steamer  out 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  queen  was  expected  to  be  confined  in  a day 
or  two.  On  the  10th  and  again  on  the  17th  some 
alarm  was  excited  and  the  physicians  were  smmon- 
ed.  Fears  were  needless.  The  queen  and  court  left 
Windsor  Castle  for  London  on  the  19th  ult.  where 
she  intended  to  remain  till  after  accouchement. 

The  last  bulletin.  The  queen  continues  in  ex- 
cellent health;  but  we  understand  her  majesty’s  ac- 
couchement is  daily  expected.  Yesterday  afternoon 
orders  were  given  by  sir  James  Graham  for  messen- 
gers to  be  in  attendance  at  the  home  office  night  as 
well  as  day,  and  if  any  information  of  her  majesty 
being  indisposed  were  received,  that  expresses  should 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  all  the  cabinet  minis- 
ters, whether  in  town  or  country.  [ Standard . 

Prorogation  of  parliament.  House  of  lords,  Oct. 
7.  On  this  day  parliament  was  prorogued  by  com- 
mission. At  a quarter  past  two  the  lords  commis- 
sioners, viz:  the  lord  chancellor,  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, lord  Warncliffe  and  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury 
and  the  commons  having  been  summoned,  the  royal 
assent  was  given  to  the  following  bills— the  exche- 
quer bills,  funding  bill,  the  exchequer  (appropri- 
ation) bill,  the  poor  law,  oontinuance  bill,  and  the 
population  payments’  bill.  The  lord  chancellor  then 
read  the  following  speech  from  the  throne: 

“ My  lords  and  gentlemen.  We  are  commanded  by 
her  majesty  to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears  advisable 
to  her  majesty  to  bring  to  a olose  the  present  session 
of  parliament. 

“In  conformity  with  the  advice  of  her  parliament, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  declared  intention  of  her  ma- 
jesty, her  majesty  has  taken  the  requisite  measures 
for  the  formation  of  a new  administration,  and  the 
arrangements  for  that  purpose  have  been  completed 
by  her  majesty. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons.  We  have  it 
in  command  from  her  majesty  to  thank  you  for  the 
supplies  which  you  have  granted  to  her  majesty  for 
those  branches  of  the  public  service  for  which  com- 
plete provision  had  not  been  made  by  the  late  parlia- 
ment. 

“J\Iy  lords  and  gentlemen.  The  measures  which 
it  will  be  expedient  to  adopt  for  the  purpose  of  equa- 
lizing the  public  income  and  the  annual  expendi- 
ture, and  other  important  objects  connected  with  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country,  will  necessarily 
occupy  your  attention  at  an  early  period  after  the  re- 
cess. 

“Her  majesty  has  commanded  us  to  repeat  the  ex- 
pression of  her  deep  concern  at  the  distress  which 
has  prevailed  for  a considerable  period  in  some  of  the 
principal  manufacturing  districts,  and  to  assure  you 
that  you  may  rely  upon  the  cordial  concurrence  of 
her  majesty  in  all  such  measures  as  shall  appear,  af- 
ter mature  considerations,  best  calculated  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  that  distress,  and  to  promote  the 
great  object  of  all  her  majesty’s  wishes,  the  happi- 
ness of  her  people.” 

The  distress  among  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the 
towns  in  England  is  dreadful.  Public  meetings  con- 
tinue to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  some 
measures  for  their  relief.  The  deputation  appointed 
by  the  magistrates  of  Renfrewshire  and  of  the  town 
of  Paisley,  to  lay  the  distressed  state  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  part  of  the  country  before  government, 
had  an  interview  with  sir  Robert  Peel  at  his  official 
residence  in  Downing  street. 

Mr.  Hastie,  the  member  for  Paisley,  introduced 
the  deputation,  and  sir  Robert  Peel  expressed  much 
sympathy  with  the  sufferings  of  the  unemployed  peo- 
ple. The  principal  object  of  the  deputation  was  to 
solicit  the  patronage  of  the  government  to  a metro- 
politan subscription:  but  to  this  proposal  sir  Robert 
Peel  declined  giving  his  consent,  at  the  same  time  he 
expressed  his  readiness  to  support  such  a subscription 
but  as  a private  individual. 

A public  meeting  was  to  be  held  at  the  London 
tavern,  on  the  23d  ult.,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 


consideration  the  alarming  distress  existing  among 
the  operatives  of  Paisley. 

Lord  Ellenborough  has  been  unanimously  appoint- 
ed governor-general  of  India,  in  pursuance  of  an  inti- 
mation from  the  board  of  control,  that  the  noble  lord 
had  been  selected  by  her  majesty’s  government  to  fill 
that  high  and  important  office. 

It  is  currently  reported  in  the  professional  circles 
that  Lord  Lyndhurst  will  relinquish  the  seals  at  the 
commencement  of  January  term,  and  that  sir  W.  W. 
Follett,  t|je  solicitor-general,  will  be  his  successor. — 
In  connexion  with  this  arrangement,  it  is  also  said 
that  Lord  Abinger  will,  at  the  #me  time  vacate  the 
chiefship  of  the  exchequer,  and  that  sir  Frederick 
Pollock  will  be  his  successor  therein. 

The  Great  Western  arrived  at  Bristol  on  Friday 
morning,  Oct.  8th,  having  made’  the  passage  in  12 
days  and  12  hours.  From  our  private  letters  we 
learn  that  there  was  a most  extraordinary  interest 
manifested  among  all  the  leading  merchants  of  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool  at  the  non  arrival  of  the  Caledonia 
at  her  usual  time.  She  encountered  very  severe 
weather,  and  did  not  reach  Liverpool  till  the  evening 
of  the  19th  ult. 

Deaths.  Lady  Amelia  Lennox,  sir  H.  Wyatt’s 
lady,  and  lady  W.  Jordan,  sir  H.  Martyn,  and  the 
bishop  of  Killmore,  are  dead. 

The  first  of  the  West  India  steam  packets  is  to  be 
the  Clyde.  She  is  to  leave  Southampton  for  Barba- 
does  on  the  15th  inst. 

The ‘steam  frigate  Styx,  with  sir  Charles  Bagot 
the  new  governor  general  of  Canada,  was  detained 
at  the  Cove  of  Cork,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
Caledonia,  with  the  news  of  the  McLeod  trial,  and 
the  facts  of  the  seizure  of  Grogan — that  he  could 
have  the  final  instruction  of  the  home  government. 
The  Styx  left  on  the  21st.  *. 

The  London  Times  of  the  15th  says — “His  excel- 
lency col.  Todd,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  Russia,  fom  the  United  States, 
arrived  at  Weymouth  houre,  Portland  Place,  last 
evening,  from  Liverpool,  en  route  to  St.  Petersburg!). 

Mr.  Everett  the  American  minister  had  not  reached 
England. 

The  lottery  system  is  to  be  revived  in  England. 

The  sea  is  making  terrible  inroads  on  the  south 
coast  of  England.  Great  damage  was  done  by  the 
high  tide  of  the  Thames,  Oct.  18.  The  streets  wgre 
overflown  and  all  the  sewers  and  drains  choked  up. 
The  adjacent  thoroughfares  and  houses  could  be 
reached  only  in  boats. 

Appointments,  The  following  official  announce- 
ments were  made  in  the  London  Gazette  of  Oct.  19, 
viz:  of  the  appointment  of  rt.  hon.  Henry  Lord  Cow- 
ley, ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to 
the  king  of  the  French;  rt.  hon.  Charles  Lord  Stuart 
de  Rothsay,  ambassador  of  the  same  rank  to  the  em- 
peror of  all  the  Russias;  rt.  hon.  sir  Robert  Gordon, 
the  same  to  the  emperor  of  Austria;  rt.  hon.  sir  Strat- 
ford Canning,  the  same  to  the  sublime  Ottoman  Porte; 
and  the  rt.  hon.  Lord  Burgersh,  the  same  to  the 
king  of  Prussia. 

M.  de  Bonquency  is  appointed  French  envoy  to 
Constantinople  in  place  of  M.  de  Pontois. 

Mr.  O’Connell  has  been  elected  lord  mayor  of 
Dublin,  and  has  accepted  the  office. 

Naval  preparations.  The  dock-yards  of  Wool- 
wich, Sheerness,  Chatham,  Portsmouth,  Plymouth 
and  Pembroke  present  quite  a warlike  appearance, 
as  for  the  last  three  weeks  the  greatest  activity  pre- 
vails in  getting  ready  immediately  for  active  service 
no  less  than  twenty-five  ships  of  war,  of  different 
classes,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  our 
relations  with  the  United  Stqtes  of  America  and 
China. 

Emigration  to  America.  Yesterday  afternoon  at 
4 o’clock,  the  large  American  line  of  pac^pt  ship  St. 
James,  capt.  W.  S.  Sebor,  commander,  was  hauled 
out  of  the  St.  Katharine’s  Dock,  well  filled  both  with 
goods  and  passengers.  The  emigrants  are  215  in 
number — viz.  170  steerage  passengers,  12  chief  cabin 
passengers  and  29  in  the  second  cabin.  The  steerage 
passengers  are  principally  from  Kent,  and  consist  of 
small  farmers,  who  intend  to  settle  in  the  state  of 
| New  York.  Many  are  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Ashford,  and  there  are  70  from  the  parish  of  Black- 
ley, in  that  vicinity.  The  vessel  leaves  Portsmouth 
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this  day  for  New  York.  A great  number  of  persons 
assembled  on  the  pier-head  to  witness  the  departure 
of  the  emigrants. 

Captain  Canfield,  of  the  United  States  army,  was 
married  yesterday  at  Trinity  church,  Portland-place, 
to  Miss  Mary  Cass,  daughter  of  his  excellency  Gen. 
Cass,  minister  of  the  U.  States  at  Paris.  Amongst 
the  company  present  were  his  excellency  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, Mrs.  Stevenson,  Col.  Todd,  U.  States  minis- 
ter to  St.  Petersburg,  &c.  [London  Herald,  Oct.  23. 

The  McLeod  case.  The  preliminary  proceed- 
ings in  this  case  had  reached  England,  and,  of  course, 
were  the  occasion  of  much  remark.  The  tone  of  the 
papers  generally  is  unexceptionable,  although  some 
few  of  them  were  disposed  to  make  trouble,  if  possi- 
ble. The  whig  papers  vindicate  the  course  of  the 
late  administration,  and,  in  so  doing,  of  necessity  jus- 
tify to  a great  extent  the  proceedings  of  our  govern- 
ment, while  the  tory  journals,  in  their  anxiety  to 
throw  blame  on  Lord  Palmerston  and  his  colleagues, 
of  course,  are  forced  to  admit  that  all  our  proceed- 
ings had  their  justification  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
British  government. 

Meantime  a writer  in  the  Times,  conjecturing  that 
there  must  be  war,  has  been  amusing  himself  and  the 
public  with  a long  dissertation  on  the  proper  method 
of  carrying  on  the  war — the  substance  of  which  is 
conveyed  in  the  following  propositions: 

1.  The  breaking  up  of  the  union,  by  detaching  the 
southern  states  from  the  northern  and  middle  states. 

2.  The  destruction  of  the  resources  of  the  northern 
and  middle  states. 

Great  Britain,  he  adds,  should  immediately  pre- 
pare to  ally  herself  with  the  southern  slates,  and 
wage  war  upon  the  resources  of  the  northern. 

The  other  journals  attack  these  propositions  with- 
out mercy,  as  well  on  the  ground  of  impracticability 
as  of  rascality.  The  Herald  calls  them  “devilish,” 
and  denounces  their  author  as  “in  heart  a freebooter 
and  buccanier.” 

Revenue.  The  account  of  the  revenue  for  the 
quarter  ending  Oct.  10,  exhibits  an  increase  on  the 
quarter  compared  with  the  produce  of  the  corres' 
ponding  quarter  of  last  year,  amounting  to  <£241,721. 
The  income  of  the  year  amounted  to  £44,913,946, 
which  was  an  increase  of  £248,148,  compared  with 
the  produce  of  the  preceding  year.  There  was 
large  increase  in  the  income  from  the  excise,  and 
taxes,  and  decrease  of  £667,522  on  the  customs,  and 
£268,000  on  the  post  office. 

Trade.  More  failure*<have  occurred  in  Glasgow. 

London,  HOth  October,  1841 

There  is  still  little  improvement  to  notice  in  the 
state  of  the  trade  generally  since  our  last  advices. 

The  payment  of  the  dividends  was  naturally  ex- 
pected to  Iftve  made  money  easier;  but  the  accounts 
from  the  U.  States  of  29th  September  are  viewed 
with  much  apprehension,  and  the  great  uncertainty 
existing  as  to  our  relations  with  your  government, 
has  depressed  our  funds  and  the  same  high  rate  of 
discount  is  continued. 

Monet  markets.  London,  October  21,  12  o'clock. 
The  general  tenor  of  the  advices  received  yester- 
day from  America  is  considered  more  satisfactory 
than  the  previous  reports,  and  people  here  are  dis- 
posed to  be  in  better  heart  about  the  settlement  of 
our  differences  with  brother  Jonathan.  This  is  felt 
more  immediately  at  the  stock  exchange,  but  it  also 
exercises  a certain  degree  of  influence  in  other  chan- 
nels of  business. 

We  have  before  had  occasion  to  notice  the  unex- 
pected pressure  which  has  prevailed  in  our  money 
market  since  the  payment  of  the  October  dividends. 

This  pressure  appears  to  have  originated  in  the 
heavy  drain  for  bank  notes  and  gold,  which  were 
carried  off  from  London  by  many  of  the  country 
banks  which  were  subject  to  a run,  or  expect  a run 
upon  them,  in  consequence  of  the  late  failures  of 
some  of  their  class;  and  whilst  our  market  was  in  a 
state  of  exhaustion  from  this  cause,  it  was  further 
depressed  by  the  necessity  for  repaying  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  on  or  before  this  day,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  loans  advanced  by  her  as  usual  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter.  In  fact  the  currency  appeared  to  be 
inadequate  to  meet  the  necessities  of  commerce. — 
This  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  hank  directors, 
it  appears  they  have  taken  the  proper  steps  to  re- 
lieve immediate  pressure,  so  that  affairs  will  be  re- 
stored to  a healthy  state  again  shortly,  as  the  causes 
of  depressiSh  have  also  ceased  to  operate. 

The  new  French  loan  maintains  its  premium  of  2 
to  2.t  per  cent.  The  minister  has  resolved  to  pro- 
pose the  formation  of  many  new  lines  of  rail  road  in 
France;  particularly  one  from  Paris  to  Lille,  Paris 
to  Calais,  and  from  Marseilles  to  the  Rhone.  All 
this  will  absorb  a large  amount  of  capital. 

The  import  duty  on  foreign  corn  is  now  raised  to 
22s.  8d.  per  quarter,  which  will  act  as  a prohibition 


for  some  time  to  come;  but  the  speculators  promise 
to  reduce  it  to  Is.  again  in  the  spring. 

Stocks  are  firm;  consols  money  87  \ to  88,  and  for 
the  account  88 j to  88|;  new  31  per  cents  97  j to  97J; 
exchequer  bills  10s.  to  12s. 

Two  o'clock.  Consols  have  improved  to  87  J to  88 
for  money,  and  88j  to  § for  account;  new  3h  per  cts. 

97 jj  to  l;  and  exchequer  bills,  10s.  to  12s.  premium. 

City,  12  o'clock,  October  22.  We  do  not  find  the 
same  pressure  for  money  as  was  felt  during  the  time 
for  the  repayment  of  loans  at  the  bank;  but  never- 
theless cash  is  still  very  scarce,  and  where  parties 
are  compelled  to  find  it,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  very 
full  rates  of  interest.  Many  persons  are  now  apply- 
ing to  the  Bank  of  England  for  discounts,  because 
they  experience  difficulty  in  obtaining  them  out  of 
doors,  unless  they  will  pay  extravagant  rates.  It  is  not 
supposed  this  unpleasant  state  of  affairs  will  continue 
for  many  days  longer,  but  this  must  depend  in  some 
measure  upon  the  demands  from  the  country  bankers; 
if  they  should  begin  to  return  to  us  the  extra  re- 
serves which  they  have  lately  taken  off,  we  should 
soon  come  into  a wholesome  state  again  in  London. 

Notwithstanding  this  pinch,  there  seems  to  be  a fa- 
vorable opinion  entertained  by  the  public  regarding 
the  value  of  English  funds,  which  are  quite  firm,  and 
might  probably  advance  rapidly  if  the  trial  of  Mc- 
Leod end  favorably. 

The  quotations  are:  Consols  for  money  87 1 to  88, 
and  for  the  account  881  to  88|;  new  3|  per  cents. 
97)  to  97£;  exchequer  bills  10s.  to  12s. 

Two  o'clock.  Consols  have  received  a per  cent, 
since  the  opening;  they  are  now  worth  87?  to  j for 
money  and  88)  to  [ for  account;  new  3)  per  cents. 
97|  to  I;  and  exchequer  bills  10s.  to  12s  premium. 

Corn  Market.  The  average  of  the  prices  of 
wheat  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  8,  was  61s.  6d,  and 
for  the  six  weeks  66s..  Id.  The  duty  on  foreign 
wheat  was  20s.  8d.  Oats  13s.  9d.  and  rye  11s.  6d. 

The  Crops.  The  season  continues  to  be  wet  be- 
yond all  precedent,  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours 
without  rain  being  a rarity.  Although  all  the  corn 
crops  are  gathered  in  the  lower  parts  of  this  county, 
there  is  still  a considerable  quantity  of  oats  and  some 
wheat  out  in  the  hilly  districts,  much  of  which  will 
never  ripen,  whilst  that  which  does  will  only  be  fit 
for  feeding  cattle  and  pigs.  The  potato  crop  is  suf- 
fering greatly  from  the  continued  wet,  thousands  of 
acres  being  quite  rotten,  or  so  soft  and  watery  that 
they  will  not  keep  through  the  winter.  No  one  can 
wonder  at  this  who  is  acquainted  with  the  wretched 
drainage  which  generally  exists  in  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  and  who  remembers  that  we  have  hardly 
had  a week  of  dry  weather  since  June. 

The  only  thing  that  seems  to  flourish  under  this  in- 
cessant fall  of  rain  is  the  aftergrass,  which  is  more 
abundant  this  year  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  for 
many  years  preceding. 

Cotton  Market.  Liverpool,  Oct.  6th.  The  mar- 
ket is  less  buoyant  to-day,  the  sales  amounting  to 

4.000  bags. 

Oct.  8th.  During  the  first  day  or  two  of  the  pre- 
sent week  the  market  was  firm,  with  a tendency  to 
advance  for  middling  qualities  of  American,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  discouraging  state  of  the  Man- 
chester market  on  Tuesday  we  may  consider  that  on 
the  whole  business  of  the  week  no  improvement  has 
taken  place.  A public  sale  to-day  of  Sea  Islands, 
Stained  ditto,  and  Surats  was  fairly  attended;  the 
Sea  Islands  for  the  most  part  sold  readily  at  the  pre- 
vious quotations — the  Stained  were  in  good  demand 
— the  Surats  also  met  a fair  demand,  supporting  pre- 
vious rates.  The  sales  to-day  amount  to  5,000  bales, 
and  the  sales  for  the  week  27,900;  4,000  being  Ame- 
rican on  speculation,  and  300  American  and  600  Su- 
rats for  export. 

Oct.  19.  The  quantity  sold  to-day  is  estimated  at 
from  2,000  to  3,000  bales,  a few  hundred  (some  say 
500)  of  them  on  speculators’  account.  Prices  with- 
out change  from  yesterday. 

Oct.  20.  Although  the  excitement  (consequent 
upon  the  supposed  critical  state  of  our  relations  with 
America)  has  for  the  present  subsided,  yet  the  de- 
mand for  cotton  is  very  general  and  good.  The  trade 
are  willing  buyers  at  late  prices,  but  on  the  whole  de- 
cline giving  the  advance  of  |d.  quoted  on  Monday. — 
Holders  now  offer  their  stock  more  freely,  and  fully 

5.000  bales  have  been  sold,  principally  consisting  of 
American  descriptions,  a few  hundred  to  speculators. 

Oct.  21.  Our  market  is  rather  quieter  to-day,  and 
the  amount  of  business  is  not  estimated  at  more  than 
3,500  to  4,600  bales  without  any  change  in  prices. — 
Speculators  have  been  in  the  market  to-day,  and  have 
operated  to  the  extent  of  1,000  bales.  The  accounts 
of  the  coming  crop  are  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the 
opinions  must  be  premature,  yet  the  fact  that  it  will 
only  be  an  average  one  will  tend  to  keep  the  market 
steady  at  present  prices. 


Liverpool  Colton  Market,  Oct.  22.  The  whole  im- 
port of  cotton  into  Liverpool  Oct.  22, 

1,023,316  bales. 

Against  same  time  1840,  1,291,915 


Leaving  a decrease  of  268,599 

The  imports  of  American  this  year,  7S9,504  bales. 
Against  same  time  1840,  1,111,283 


Leaving  a decrease  of  321,779 

The  stock  on  hand,  of  all  descriptions,  on  the  22d 
Oct.  1841,  507,080  bales. 

Do.  same  time,  1840,  470,000 

Increase,  37,080 

The  stock  on  hand  of  American,  on  the  22d  October, 
1841,  357,210  bales. 

Do.  same  time,  1840,  395,150 


Decrease,  37,940 

There  has  been  taken,  to  22d  October, 


By  the  trade 
Speculators 
For  export 


Bales. 

840,910 

170,760 

38,890 

1,050,560 


Same  time  in  1840 


Bales. 

976,840 

193,400 

51,330 


1,221,570 

Being  a decrease  of  all  descriptions  of  172,010  bales. 
The  sales  of  the  week,  ending  22d  Oct.  1841,  were 


Sea  Island 

200  bales 

13a21 

Upland 

7,850 

5a6j 

Mobile,  Alabama  & 

| 3,600 

$ 5.'a7  j 

Tennessee 

Hia5j 

New  Orleans 

10,700 

5a7) 

Surat 

2,200 

3|a5t 

Other  descriptions 

1,690 

26,240 

The  current  prices  have  been,  of  American.  Sea 
Island,  ordinary  to  middling  12a] 3;  fair  to  good  fair 
14al5;  good  to  fine  17a30.  Stained  do,  ordinary  to 
middling  5a5);  fair  to  good  fair7a75-,  good  to  fine 
8)al0.  Upland,  ordinary  to  middling  5a5£;  fair  to 
good  fair  6)a6i;;  good  to  fine  7a7).  Mobile,  ordinary 
to  middling  5a5-;fair  to  good  fair  6ja6£;  good  to  fine 
7Aa7j.  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  ordinary  to  mid- 
dling 4’a5);  fair  to  good  fair  5ia.  New  Orleans, 
ordinary  to  middling  5a5);fair  to  good  fair  6)a7;  good 
to  fine  7)a8|. 

By  the  above  tables  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
consumption  of  American  cotton  for  this  vear  has  been 

432,314  bales. 

Against  in  1840,  716,133 


Decrease,  283,819 

Or  about  40  per  cent.;  while  of  other  descriptions 
the  consumption  this  year  is  83,942 

Against  in  1840,  105,782 


Decrease,  , 21,840 

Or  about  20  per  cent.  Thus  proving  that  these 
cottons  are  materially  affecting  the  sale  of  ours  in 
the  English  market. 

Had  prices  been  higher  during  the  year,  the  diffe- 
rence would  have  been  greater,  as  manufacturers 
have  been  induced  by  the  low  rates  to  use  better  de- 
scriptions than  they  otherwise  would  have  done. 

Liverpool,  20 th  October,  1841.  After  our  advices  of 
the  4th  inst.  there  continued  to  be  a steady  demand 
for  cotton,  without  alteration  in  prices. 

The  accounts  from  Manchester,  during  the  same 
time,  reporting  a fair  business  in  yarns  at  low  rates, 
but  only  a limited  demand  for  goods,  and  some  anxie- 
ty as  to  the  result  of  the  political  questions  pending 
between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  intelligence  from  New  York  of  the  28th  ult. 
caused  a speculative  demand,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
some  lots  from  the  market. 

The  sales  of  the  last  three  days  have  been  14,000 
bales,  at  an  advance  of  | per  bale,  in  common  Ame- 
rican kinds;  3,500  being  taken  on  speculation.  The 
advi.ces  by  the  Caledonia  have,  however,  quieted  the 
market,  and  the  sales  to-day  are  4,000  bales,  and  not 
quite  at  steady  rates.  t 

October  22 d,  1841.  Nothing  of  interest  has  occur- 
red in  markets  the  last  two  days.  The  sales  of  cot- 
ton for  the  week  ending  to-day  are  26,240  bales,  of 
which  5,700  are  on  speculation,  and  the  market  closes 
quiet  but  steady;  prices  of  common  American  being 
rather  higher  than  the  previous  week’s  quotations. 

FRANCE. 

The  Louis  Phillippe,  from  New  York,  arrived  at 
Havre  Oct.  13,  carrying  out  the  latest  intelligence 
from  the  United  States. 

The  National  says,  that  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  is  inevitable.  It  re- 
sults from  the  nature  of  affairs;  and  if  McLeod  and 
Grogan’s  affair  do  not  produce  it,  some  other  cir- 
cumstances will  arise  before  long  to  explode.  No 
one  can  tell  what  consequences  may  result  from  such 
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a war — it  may  set  the  world  on  fire;  but  at  all  events 
France  will  of  necessity  be  compelled  to  take  part 
in  it.  What  then  is  to  be  thought  of  our  ministry, 
who,  in  the  presence  of  such  events  and  the  danger 
of  a maritime  war,  is  disarming  our  fleet  and  disband- 
ing our  seamen? 

The  new  fall  in  the  funds,  which  took  place  on  the 
Paris  Bourse,  on  Wednesday,  was  ascribed,  as  we 
stated  yesterday,  to  the  anxiety  and  alarm  suggested 
by  the  hostile  aspect  of  Great  Britain  and  America. 
The  National  of  Thursday  denies,  however,  that  that 
was  the  sole  cause,  and  attributes  it  to  the  reports 
propagated  on  the  Bourse,  that  in  an  emeute  which 
took  place  at  Madrid,  the  hotel  of  the  French  embas- 
sy was  attacked  and  partly  plundered,  and  that  the 
papers  seized  and  carried  away  from  it  implicated  the 
ex-queen  regent  and  the  French  government  in  the 
insurrection. 

The  French  loan  of  150,000,000  franks  was  taken 
on  the  18th.  There  was  but  one  offer,  but  by  three 
parties,  viz:  the  ltothschild,  Hottinguer  and  the  re- 
ceiver general  by  M.  Baudon.  The  offer  was  at  78 
52^  for  a 3 per  cents.  It  was  lower  than  was  anti- 
cipated, but  the  offer  was  accepted.  The  funds  rose 
considerably  after  the  arrangement  was  known.  The 
3 per  cents,  closed  on  the  same  day  at  79  60,  and 
the  new  scrip  at  80  75,  4 per  cents.  85  50,  and  5 per 
cents  115. 

The  payments  of  the  loan  are  to  be  made  at  the 
following  periods:  On  the  28th  instant  7,500,000f. 
November  28,  7,500,000f.  Jan.  7,  1842,  ll,250,000f. 
Feb.  7,  ll,250,000f.  March  7,  ll,250,000f.  April  7, 
ll,250,000f.  May  7, 15,000,000f.  June  7, 15,000,000f. 
July  7, 15,000,000f.  August  7,  15,000,000f.  Septem- 
ber 7,  15,000,000f.  October  7,  15,000,000.  Total, 
150,000,000f.  The  loan  bears  interest,  from  the  22d 
of  June  last. 

Bourse.  Paris,  Thursday,  Oct.  21.  Half  past  three. 
There  has  been  but  little  business  done,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  market  will  remain  in  a some- 
what inactive  state  until  further  accounts  are  receiv- 
ed from  America.  For  the  account  the  three  per 
cent,  opened  at  79f.  10c.  advanced  to  79f.  15c.  and 
closed  at  79f.  5c.  a fall  of  15  cents.  The  five  per 
cents,  first  price,  114f.  65c.  and  last,  114f.  75c.  an  im- 
provement of  15c.  New  loan  from  80f.  20c.  rose 
to  80f.  35c.  and  closed  at  80f.  25c.  being  a fall  of  10 
cents.  For  money,  the  three  per  cents,  are  25c.  the 
five  per  cents.  5 cents  lower,  and  new  loan,  which 
for  money  has  been  extremely  limited,  unaltered. 

SPAIN. 

There  has  been  a horrible  riot  at  Madrid,  and  an 
attack  on  the  palace,  but  a letter  in  the  London 
Times  of  October  23d  says  “You  may  regard  the 
insurrection  in  Spain  as  at  an  end.  The  principal 
chiefs  of  it  are  either  arrested  or  have  taken  refuge 
in  France.  Among  the  former  is  M.  Montes  de  Oca. 

The  regiments  which  had  taken  part  in  the  revolt 
have  submitted  to  the  Regent,  and  have  taken  anew 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  present  government — of 
these  the  Regiment  de  Bourbon  is  the  most  important. 

“The  entire  population  of  the  country  through 
which  the  army  of  Rodil  passed  submitted.” 

“I  wrote  you  to  day  that  by  arrivals  of  the  17th 
inst.  from  Barcelona,  the  revolutionary  movement  in 
that  city  continued.  The  republicans  of  Barcelona 
have  made  an  appeal  to  the  republicans  of  France.” 

Insurrection.  Madrid,  Oct.  10.  The  part  of  the 
grand  military  conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of 
Spain,  which  was  to  have  been  enacted  in  Madrid, 
has  proved  a signal  failure.  The  result  leaves  one  in 
doubt  whether  to  admire  most  the  baseness  and 
wickedness  of  the  attempt,  or  the  cowardly  and 
stupid  way  in  which  it  was  sought  to  be  executed. — 
With  half  a dozen  generals  of  the  highest  reputation 
in  Spain,  a thousand  men  at  their  command,  and  in 
complete  possession  of  the  avenues  of  the  palace,  up 
to  the  very  doors  leading  to  her  majesty’s  apartments, 
they  were  not  only  not  able  to  secure  their  prize,  but 
have  the  greater  part  of  them  already  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  justice. 

The  night  before  last  two  squadrons  of  cavalry, 
who  were  ordered  to  proceed,  on  the  morning  after  the 
relief  of  the  palace,  in  search  of  the  leaders  of  the  con- 
spiracy, who  were  known  to  have  taken  the  road  of 
the  Pardo,  conveyed  back  General  Leon  and  the  two 
Fulgosio’s  prisoners,  whom  they  overtook  near  Col- 
menar  Viejo,  about  five  leagues  from  Madrid.  They 
were  immediately  handed  over  to  the  custody  of  the 
National  Guards,  and  remained  in  close  confinement 
in  the  central  guard  room  of  that  force  in  the  convent 
of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  street  of  Atocha. 

General  Leon  was  taken  in  the  full  uniform  of  a 
general  of  Hussars,  and  carrying  upon  his  person  all 
his  crosses  and  orders.  In  his  possession  was  found 
an  autograph  letter  of  Maria  Christina,  giving  him 
full  powers  to  establish  a provincial  government  till 
her  arrival  in  Madrid.  The  letter  is  besides  said  to 
have  contained  instructions  for  the  securing  of  the 
young  queen’s  person,  the  execution  of  Espartero, 


Arguelles,  the  existing  government,  whoever  they 
might  be,  and  all  the  members  of  the  late  provisional 
regency  who  could  be  found. 

The  gallant  general  Don  Diego  Leon — the  Murat 
of  Spain,  whose  waving  plumes  so  often  floated  by. 
the  side  of  Espartero,  iri  the  field  of  battle — was 
shot  at  Madrid  on  the  16th  inst.  for  his  insurrectiona- 
ry attack  on  the  palace  on  the  night  of  the  7th  inst. 
Be  the  blood  of  this  brave  but  misguided  man,  who 
thus  fell  a victim  to  the  intrigues  of  an  infamous 
woman,  visited  upon  the  heads  of  Christina  Munoz, 
and  her  co-conspirators  in  the  French  capital.  At 
his  death  he  confessed  that  Christina  had  charged 
him  with  the  conduct  of  the  insurrection,  the  tempo- 
rary government  of  Madrid  and  the 'military  execu- 
tion of  the  regent,  Senor  Arguelles,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  government.  Leon,  though  a 
weak  man,  was  incapable  of  a falsehood. 

Madrid,  Oct.  12.  On  the  7th  the  excitement  was 
great  at  Madrid,  and  divers  reports  were  in  circula- 
tion. Don  Ramon  Narvaez  was  said  to  have  entered 
Andalusia  by  the  province  of  Huelvas.  Tumults  had 
broken  out  at  Valladolid,  and  a revolutionary  junto 
had  been  formed  at  Burgos.  In  the  midst  of  these 
rumors,  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  government  took 
precautionary  measures  against  the  dangerous  fer- 
ment  of  the  public  mind.  The  military  posts  are 
doubled.  Troops  and  artillery  had  been  ordered  into 
Madrid  from  the  neighboring  garrisons. 

The  regiment  of  the  Princess  and  the  regiment  of 
Majorca  had  already  arrived.  The  regent  dismissed 
several  colonels  of  whom  he  was  not  quite  sure,  and 
more  than  fifty  officers  of  the  guards,  among  them 
col.  Puig,  have  also  been  dismissed.  The  latter  is 
superceded  by  Velarde. 

It  was  reported  that  as  soon  as  government  should 
have  assembled  a sufficient  force,  it  intended  to  disarm 
the  whole  of  the  guards  who  had  shown  a hostile 
spirit  towards  the  regent.  The  palace  is  to  be  in 
future  guarded  by  the  national  guard. 

The  attention  of  government  was  not,  however, 
withdrawn  by  this  appearance  of  danger  from  some 
important  operations  touching  the  treasury.  The 
stamp  duty  had  been  farmed  to  M.  Safout  for  more 
than  seventeen  millions  of  reals;  the  salt  duty  to  M. 
Salamanca,  for  fifty  millions  ditto,  payable  in  four 
months.  The  five  per  cents  were,  on  the  7th,  at  23 
for  cash. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
Madrid  was  in  the  greatest  agitation.  The  drum 
beat  to  arms  in  every  quarter.  It  was  soon  ascer- 
tained that  the  royal  guards  at  the  palace  had  made 
a demonstration  in  favor  of  Queen  Christina.  The 
shops  and  cafes  closed.  The  night  was  stormy  and 
dark,  and  some  houses  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
palace  illuminated  their  windows;  this  example  was 
followed.  The  firing  was  heard;  it  was  prolonged, 
and  then  total  silence  prevailed. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Generals  Diego, 
Leon  and  Concha,  seeing  that  their  efforts  to  bring 
over  the  troops  were  unavailing,  and  that  the  game 
was  lost,  sallied  out  of  the  town  at  the  head  of  forty 
horsemen,  and  fled  towards  the  provinces,  where  they 
intended  to  have  carried  the  young  queen. 

In  consequence  of  these  events,  numerous  arrests 
took  place  on  the  8th.  The  only  personage  of  im- 
portance among  the  prisoners,  is  Brigadier  Nobza- 
gueray.  He  was  taken  with  arms  in  his  hands.  The 
police  is  seeking  for  several  generals  compromised 
in  the  movement,  especially  Diego  Leon,  Concha, 
Aspiroz,  &c.  If  some  reports  are  to  be  relied  on,  the 
conspiracy  only  failed  through  the  excessive  pru- 
dence of  one  of  the  generals,  who  wished  to  wait  for 
instructions  from  O’Donnell. 

The  troops  spent  the  whole  of  the  night,  from  the 
7th  to  the  8th,  under  arms.  The  duke  of  Vittoria 
gave  the  example  of  vigilance.  We  have  just  learn- 
ed the  events  of  the  night.  A battalion  of  the  regi- 
ment of  the  princess,  and  a detachment  of  guards  on 
duty  at  the  palace,  obeyed  the  injunctions  of  Gene- 
rals Diego  Leon  and  Concha,  who  bade  them  pro- 
claim the  regency  of  Queen  Christina.  The  conspi- 
rators, whose  intention  it  was  to  carry  off  the  queen 
and  the  infanta,  did  not  expect  that  the  halbardiers 
would  make  the  heroic  resistance  they  did. 

All  their  eft’orls  to  penetrate  into  the  queen’s  apart- 
ments were  Yain.  The  combat  lasted  more  than  an 
hour.  It  was  warm  work.  Both  parties  left  many 
of  their  men  on  the  floor  of  the  palace.  The  halbar- 
diers having  been  speedily  reinforced,  repulsed  the 
insurgents  in  every  point. 

After  this  stormy  night  the  troops  of  the  garrison 
and  national  guard,  at  9 o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th,  were  reviewed  by  the  queen.  Her  majesty 
was  seated  on  a balcony  of  the  palace,  attended  by  the 
infanta,  the  regent,  and  the  ministers.  In  marching 
before  the  queen,  the  troops  shouted  with  enthusiasm. 
At  10  o’clock  Madrid  was  quiet,  and  had  regained 
its  accustomed  appearance. 


A battalion  of  the  regiment  of  Luchana  is  in  guard 

of  the  palace  of  Buena  Vista  occupied  by  the  regent. 
Most  of  the  editors  and  writers  of  the  newspapers 
having  been  under  arms  the  whole  of  the  night,  the 
‘Gazette  of  Madrid  alone  appeared  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th. 

- EAST  INDIES. 

The  New  York  American  says:  the  accounts  are 
a week  later  than  those  received  here  by  the  Narra- 
gansett  and  Huntress.  They  were  brought  by  the 
ship  Castle  Huntley,  which  reached  Bombay  just  as 
the  steamer  was  leaving  with  the  mail  for  Suez. 
Papers  of  the  26th  June,  and  letters  of  the  27th  and 
28th,  are  the  latest  received.  It  does  not  appear 
during  this  time  any  important  movement  had  been 
made  on  either  side,  though  the  Chinese  were  active- 
ly repairing  the  defences  of  the  river. 

At  Canton  all  was  quiet,  the  Tartar  troops  not 
having  returned  there;  but  no  business  could  be 
done,  the  hong  merchants  refusing  to  buy  imports, 
while  very  few  shipments  of  tea  had  been  made  to 
Whampoa,  and  those  were  chiefly  green  teas  for  this 
market.  A few  English  and  Americans  were  at  Can- 
ton, but  were  leaving  daily. 

The  settlement  at  Hong  Kong  seems  to  be  going  on 
vigorously. 

The  Canton  Press  of  the  26th  has  the  following  pa- 
ragraphs, which  are  not  without  interest: 

We  have  nothing  but  conjecture  to  offer  on  the 
probable  destination  of  the  force  which,  it  is  said, 
will  move  to  the  northward  in  the  latter  days  of  next 
week.  Amoy  is  generally  reported  to  be  the  next 
place  of  rendezvous.  The  occupation  of  that  town 
and  island  cannot  fail  to  be  a sensible  blow  to  the  im- 
perial government,  and  may  possibly  be  followed  by 
consequences  of  the  most  serious  nature  in  the  dis- 
organization of  the  country;  nor  should  we  at  all 
wonder  soon  after  to  hear  .of  a revolution  in  that  pro- 
vince at  least,  the  inhabitants  of  which  have  always 
had,  and  deserved,  among  the  Chinese,  a reputation 
for  disorder  and  turbulence.  Indeed,  the  Fokeen 
people  have  but  a slight  affection  for  the  Tartar  dy- 
nasty, having  been  the  last  to  submit  to  its  sway.  The 
Fokeen  people  are  above  the  Chinese  of  other  pro- 
vinces distinguished  for  a spirit  of  liberty  and  commer- 
cial enterprize;  and  the  frequent  insurrections  in  their 
country  prove  that  they  do  not  tamely  submit  to  the 
tyranny  of  their  government. 

The  Chinese  were,  in  violation  of  all  their  trea- 
ties, manning  and  arming  their  batteries,  collecting 
troops  and  making  every  exertion  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  the  most  vigorous  and  protracted  resist- 
ance. 

The  arrival  of  sir  Henry  Pottinger  was  anxiously 
looked  for.  We  subjoin  an  outline  of  his  instructions 
from  government: 

His  excellency  is  to  demand  15  millions  of  dol- 
lars, as  an  indemnity  for  the  opium  seized  by  Lin, 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  Hong  debts.  Im- 
mediate payment  of  a portion  of  the  above  sum, 
equal  to  the  estimated  value  of  the  opium,  is  to  be 
required;  the  remainder  to  be  paid  by  instalments 
within  five  years,  and  to  bear  interest  in  the  mean- 
time at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum.  Sir 
Henry  has  further  been  directed  not  to  negotiate  with 
any  mandarin  who  does  not  hold  plenary  powers  from 
his  sovereign.  He  is  also  to  insist  on  a British  en- 
voy being  allowed  to  reside  at  Pekin,  and  hold  direct 
communication  with  the  emperor.  All  the  principal 
ports  to  be  thrown  open  to  foreign  trade,  and  at  each 
of  them  grognd  sufficient  in  extent  for  the  erection 
of  factories  to  be  ceded  to  the  English.  Hong  Kong 
is  to  be  retailed  by  the  British  as  a permanent  settle- 
ment. 

Macao,  July  20.  Her  majesty’s  ship  Nimrod  carries 
5,000,000  dollars  to  Calcutta  as  part  of  the  ransom  of 
Canton. 

A very  angry  edict  had  been  received  from  the 
emperor,  forbidding  British  trade  and  ordering  the 
Tartar  troops  back  to  Canton.  No  movement  to  the 
northward  on  our  part  was  expected,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  reinforcements  from  India. 

Nusseer  Khan,  the  master-spirit  of  the  opposition 
manifested  against  the  English  in  Upper  Scinde,  had 
surrendered,  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  sickness. 
Sickness  prevailed  extensively  among  the  British 
troops,  and  it  was  reported  that  the  army  was  to  be 
broken  up  and  return  to  India.  The  annual  outlay  of 
three  millions  sterling,  consequent  upon  the  invasion 
of  Afghanistan,  is  said  to  have  put  the  directors  of  the 
company  in  a fury. 

The  Punjaub.  It  is  said  that  the  Peshawar,  won 
by  Runjeet  Singh  from  the  Affghans,  has  been  re- 
stored to  Shah  Soojah,  and  that  the  latter  has  been 
gently  compelled  to  make  it  over  to  the  British 
in  part  payment  of  the  twelve  millions  expended 
by  them  in  placing  him  on  the  throne  of  Dost  Ma- 
homed. 

It  is  reported,  moreover,  that  Lord  Auckland  has 
recognised  Shere  Singh  as  the  rightful  sovereign  of 
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the  Puniaub,  and  that  a British  force  is  to  he  main- 
tained in  ids  dominions — of  course  at  his  expense. 

The  intelligence  from  China,  of  the  capture  and 
subsequent  release  of  Canton,  reached  London  on  the 
7th  of  October. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


PRESIDENT  TYLER  returned  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment on  ‘Thursday  last  from  a visit  to  his  resi- 
dence in  Virginia. 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  has 
returned  to  Washington,  from  his  recent  brief  visit  to 
Boston. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Jindrew  Palmer,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at  Tole- 
do, in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

John  L.  Yantis,  to  be  register  at  Lexington,  Mis- 
souri. 

William  Y.  Strong,  to  be  receiver  at  Chillicothe, 
Ohio. 

William  P.  Duval , of  Tallahassee,  to  be  law  agent 
in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

General  Daniel  Parker  has  been  appointed  chief 
clerk  of  the  war  department.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  says:  Gen.  Parker  held  that  station  during 
the  last  war  with  England,  and  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed adjutant  and  inspector  general  of  the  army; 
but  upon  the  reduction  of  the  army  in  1821,  he  was 
left  out,  and  has  not  since  been  in  public  life.  To  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  post,  he  adds 
business  habits  of  the  first  order. 

INDIAN  ANNUITIES.  We  are  pleased  to  see 
that  the  government  has  made  a blow  at  that  species 
of  iniquity  heretofore  practised  in  paying  Indian  an- 
nuities. In  time  past,  and  especially  under  the  late 
administration,  the  great  body  of  the  Indians  were 
mere  cyphers  in  these  payments.  The  payments  were 
made  to  a few  of  the  chiefs  or  principal  men,  some  of 
whom  had  shrewdness  enough  to  keep  it,  or  at  least 
a portion  of  it,  but  in  most  cases  it  passed  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  trader.  In  fact,  in  most  cases 
the  money  never  touched  the  Indian’s  palm  but  went 
directly  into  the  custody  of  the  trader.  No  one  not 
fully  acquainted  with  the  Indian  character,  has  any 
idea  of  the  almost  absolute  influence  of  these  traders 
over  the  Indians.  They  extort  in  all  manner  of  ways 
the  chiefs  and  principal  men, — always  have  them 
debt  to  a very  large  amount,  and  the  payment  of 
these  annuities  is  nothing  more  than  the  settlement  of 
the  extortions  of  the  trader.  Whilst  the  chiefs  or 
principal  men’s  bills  are,  from  time  to  time,  thus  li- 
quidated by  the  government,  a large  portion  of  the 
tribe  are  left  to  starve  or  eke  out  a miserable  exis- 
tence by  whatever  chance  may  throw  in  their  way. 
Whilst  the  chiefs,  the  principal  men  of  the  nation, 
and  the  traders,  are  revelling  in  plenty,  and  often 
growing  enormously  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  na- 
tion, the  great  body  of  the  tribe  are  starving  for  the 
most  common  and  necessary  comforts.  These  re- 
flections have  been  induced  by  the  following  para- 
graph which  we  cut  from  the  Green  Bay  Republican, 
of  the  2d  inst. 

We  learn  that  the  payment  to  the  Menomonee  In- 
dians will  not  be  made  until  Monday  or  Tuesday  next. 
Some  difficulty  is  apprehended  should  the  paymaster 
make  any  change  in  the  mode  of  payment,  which  has 
heretofore  been  practised.  His  instructions  are  to 
devide  the  money  equally  among  all  entitled  to  re- 
ceive. The  chiefs  and  a few  others,  have  heretofore 
received  more  than  the  others  of  the  tribe.  Should 
Mr.  Hulbert  attempt  to  carry  out  his  instructions,  it 
is  though i.  the  Indians  will  take  the  money  vi  et  armis 
and  pay  themselves.  Mr.  H.  has  no  military  force 
to  protect  him.  [St.  Louis  Repub. 

WESTERN  ARMORY.  There  is  a very  animat- 
ed contest  going  on  in  the  west  relative  to  the  site  to 
be  selected  for  this  structure.  The  commissioners 
at  the  last  date  were  in  session  at  St.  Louis. 

The  Republican  says:  “We  copy  the  letter  of  the 
Cincinnati  correspondent  of  the  Louisville  Journal, 
just  to  show  the  alarm  which  is  felt  lest  St.  Louis 
shall  become  the  site  of  the  western  armory.  The 
uneasiness  because  of  the  location  of  the  board,  is 
nonsense.  The  assembling  of  the  board  here,  we 
presume,  was  a mere  matter  of  convenience.  We 
suppose  they  will  visit  the  other  principal  points  also. 
But  the  people  of  St.  Louis  do  not  rely  upon  the  pre- 
sence of  the  board  to  secure  her  claims  a considera- 
tion. They  rely  upon  the  strength  and  convincing 
power  of  her  superior  advantages,  commercial  and 
manufacturing.  In  some  of  these  the  writer  of  this 
letter  is  compelled  to  admit  our  superiority;  and  the 
only  frontier  St.  Louis  cannot  reach  as  easy  as  Cin- 
cinnati or  Louisville,  is  Lake  Erie,  about  one-twenti- 


eth part  of  the  frontier  which  is  to  be  supplied.  | 
Well,  if  nineteen-twentieths  will  not  outweigh  one- 
twentieth,  we  are  willing  to  give  up,  and  say  nothing 
of  our  route  through  Chicago  and  the  lakes,  by  which 
we  can  speedily  reach  the  whole  lake  border. 

“Our  Illinois  neighbors  are  making  a struggle  for 
the  location  of  the  armory;  and  we  confess  that,  if 
St.  Louis  is  not  the  spot,  we  hope  they  may  be  suc- 
cessful. Yesterday,  a committee  from  St.  Clair, 
Madison,  and  several  other  counties  came  over  and 
waited  upon  the  board.  The  committee  consist  of 
the  hon.  John  Reynolds,  col.  John  Thomas,  J.  L.  D. 
Morrison,  William  Kinney,  Augustus  Hassel,  Dr. 
Butter  and  Adam  W.  Snyder.  It  is  a strong  commit- 
tee, and  entirely  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  coun- 
try they  represent. 

AMERICAN  WHALE  FISHERY.  The  follow- 
ing is  condensed  by  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  from  a 
valuable  article  prepared  for  the  Nantucket  Inquirer, 
showing  the  number  of  vessels,  the  place  to  which 
they  belong,  and  the  amount  of  oil  on  board,  up  to 
October  1st,  1841: 


1ST 

o.  of 

Bids,  of  No.  of 

Brls.  of 

Vessels. 

Oil. 

Vessels. 

Oil. 

Nantucket, 

91 

45,130 

Warren, 

22 

7,050 

New  Bedford, 

200 

90  796 

Newport, 

11 

4,820 

Fairhaven, 

47 

21  265 

Stoningion, 

13 

6.492 

Falmouth, 

6 

7,490 

Mystic, 

6 

4,300 

Edgartown, 

13 

5,334 

New  London, 43 

11,850 

Holmes  Hole, 

4 

2,390 

Briduep°rt) 

3 

1,300 

Dartmouth, 

2 

460 

Sarr  Harbor, 

34 

8,060 

Westport, 

11 

1,632 

Cold  Spring, 

2 

unk’n 

Sippican, 

8 

900 

New  Suffolk, 

1 

unk’n 

Mattapooset, 

10 

1,300 

Greenpon, 

6 

105 

W arenam, 

6 

730 

Jamesport, 

1 

unk’n 

Provincetown 

9 

2,730 

Hudson, 

5 

3,773 

Plymouth, 

9 

unk’n 

Poughkeepsie 

5 

650 

Neu  buryport, 

2 

1,100 

Newark, 

3 

30 

Gloucester, 

1 

unk’i: 

Wilmington, 

3 

2,550 

Boston, 

5 

175 

Duxbury, 

1 

Uuk’n 

Lynn, 

2 

1,450 

Freetown, 

1 

unk’  n 

Salem, 

12 

4.161 

Quincy, 

1 

unk’n 

Portsmouth, 

1 

1,400 

Fall  River, 

1 

unix’n 

Somerset, 

2 

150 

New  York, 

1 

unk’n 

Fall  River, 

6 

3,040 

Providence, 

7 

70 

Total,  626 

244,302 

Bristol, 

9 

1,540 

THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  62. 

Head  quai'ters  of  the  army,  adju't  general's  office. 

Washington,  October  15,  1841. 
The  following  order  has  been  received  from  the 
department  of  war: 

“Department  of  war  October  14,  1841. 
“In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
congress,  approved  September  9,  184L,  the  president 
directs  the  formation  of  a board  of  officers  for  the 
purpose  of ‘selecting  a suitable  site  on  the  western 
waters  for  the  establishment  of  a national  armory.’ 
The  board  will  be  composed  as  follows: 

Brevet  Brig.  General  W.  K.  Armistead,  president. 
Surgeon  General  Thomas  Lawson,  1 , 

Lt.  Col.  S.  H.  Long,  top.  engineers,  $ members- 
William  S.  Henley,  esq.  secretary. 

The  board  will  assemble  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
November  next,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  where  they  will 
receive  their  instructions. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER,  secretary  of  war." 

By  command  of  Major  general  Scott: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS.  Ass't  Adj't  Gen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  65. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj't  general's  office, 

Washington,  October  27,  1841. 

By  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
a general  court  martial  will  convene  at  the  city  of 
New  York  on  the  10th  of  November,  1841,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  trial  of  Capt. 
John  Page  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry. 

The  court  will  be  composed  as  follows: 

Brevet  Colonel  J.  B.  Walbach,  1st  artillery. 
Colonel  J.  Bankhead,  2d  artillery. 

Colonel  H.  Stanton,  assistant  quarter  master  gen’l 
Major  M.  M.  Payne,  2d  artillery. 

Major  John  Erving,  3d  artillery. 

Major  7E.  Mackay,  quarter  master. 

Captain  G.  S.  Drane,  2d  artillery. 

Captain  C.  S.  Merchant,  2d  artillery. 

Captain  S.  Ringgold,  3d  artillery. 

Captain  J.  Dimick,  Is  artillery. 

Captain  J.  C.  Casey,  com.  sub. 

Captain  W.  C.  DeHart,  2d  art’t  judge  advocate. 

A greater  number  cannot  be  assembled  without 
manifest  injury  to  the  service. 

Shold  any  of  the  above  named  members  fail  to 
attend  on  the  day  specified  for  the  assembling  of  the 
court,  it  will  nevertheless  be  organized  and  proceed 
to  the  trial  provided  the  number  present  be  not  less 
tban  nine.  By  eommand  of  Major  General  Scott: 
W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Assistant  Adj't  gcn'l. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  66. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adju't  general's  office. 

Washington,  October  96,  1841. 

I —  The  following  instructions  have  been  received 
through  the  secretary  of  war,  from  the  president,  and 
are  published  for  the  guidance  of  all  concerned. 

“Major  General  Scott,  Colonel  Totton  of  the  en- 
giners,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Talcott,  of  the  ord- 
nance, will  compose  a board  to  inquire  into  and  re- 
port upon  the  propriety  of  establishing  some  safe 
depot  for  the  preservation  of  the  gunpowder  of  the 
United  States,  where  it  will  not  be  exposed  to  the  or- 
dinary accidents  of  a neighborhood,  and  where  no 
injury  could  be  sustained  by  other  buildings  or  per- 
sons in  case  of  explosion. 

“The  board  will  examine  Constitution  Island,  in 
the  Hudson  river,  near  West  Point,  and  such  other 
positions  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  and  give  an 
opinion  which  should  be  preferred.  A statement  of 
the  quantity  of  powder  to  be  stored  and  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  establishing  and  maintaining  the 
depot  will  accompany  the  report. 

II —  The  board  will  assemble  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber at  West  Point,  N.  Y.  and  Capt.  Schriver  is  de- 
tailed to  record  its  proceedings.” 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Jlss't  Adju't  General. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  67. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj't  general's  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  30,  1841. 

On  the  arrival  within  the  2d  military  department, 
of  the  6 companies  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons 
ordered  thither  by  general  orders  No.  58,  companies 
G.  I.  and  D.  now'  at  Fort  Gibson,  will  be  put  in  mo- 
tion for  Fort  Leavenworth  the  head  quarters,  of  its 
regiment. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Ats't  Adj't  Gen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  69. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  ad'jt  gen'ls  o ffice. 

Washington,  November  4,  1841. 

The  following  instructions  have  been  received 
from  the  department  of  war,  and  are  published  for 
the  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

The  president  of  the  United  States  directs  that  the 
military  force  at  any  post  or  station  in  the  Indian 
country,  or  its  vicinity,  shall  be  employed  by  the 
commandant  of  such  post  in  the  apprehension  of 
every  person  who  shall  be  found  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  “act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes, 
and  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,”  approved  June 
30,  1834;  and  in  the  conveyance  of  such  person  to 
the  civil  authority,  as  provided  in  the  23d  section  of 
the  said  act;  and,  also,  in  the  examination  and  seizure 
of  stores,  packages  and  boats,  as  provided  in  the  20th 
section  of  the  said  act;  and  the  preventing  the  intro- 
duction of  persons  and  property  into  the  Indian  coun- 
try contrary  to  law.  The  provisions  of  the  act  are 
so  full  and  explicit  that  no  other  regulations  are 
deemed  necessary.  J.  C.  SPENCER. 

Department  ofioar,  November  3,  1841. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

L.  THOMAS,  Assistant  Adj't  Gen. 

Latest  from  Florida.  The  Savannah  papers  of 
the  6th  instant,  contain  the  following  cheering  in- 
telligence: 

East  Florida,  November  2,  1841. 

The  Tampa  mail  gives  us  cheering  hope  that  every 
thing  on  that  side  of  the  territory  in  regard  to  the 
coming  in  of  the  Indians  is  favorable  to  the  speedy 
termination  of  the  war,  without  the  necessity  of  fir- 
ing another  gun.  On  the  29th  ultimo,  the  chief  of 
the  Tallahassees  arrived  at  Tampa  Bay,  with  twenty- 
eight  of  his  people.  On  the  same  day  arrived  there 
the  United  States  schooner  Flirt,  from  Coloosahat- 
chie,  with  a chief  of  one  of  tbe  bands  of  the  ever- 
glades, and  thirty-two  of  his  people. 

A sub-chief,  with  eight  of  his  people,  belonging  to 
the  southern  Indians,  are  at  Ponta-Rosas. 

Report  gives  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the 
league  of  the  chiefs  in  the  everglades  is  broken  up, 
Sam  Jones  and  the  Prophet  having  quarrelled;  that 
Sam  is  left  with  only  twenty-seven  warriors,  and  has 
gone  out  of  the  everglades  to  the  Locha-Hatchee, 
where  Halleck  Tus-te-nug-gee  is  with  a small  band. 

Two  of  the  principal  chiefs  in  the  everglades  are 
willing  to  come  in  with  their  people,  and  will  do  so 
in  a short  time  without  doubt. 

Lieut.  Sprague,  adjutant  8th  infaniry,  in  charge  of 
Tiger-Tail  and  Alligator,  arrived  yesterday  at  Fort 
King,  on  their  way  hunting  for  the  Indians  that  are 
out  in  that  neighborhood.  They  are  expected  at 
Palatka  in  a day  or  two,  to  pursue  their  hunt  up  the 
St.  John’s,  and  around  the  mouth  of  the  Oclawaha. 

On  the  19th  ultimo,  there  was. a terrible  storm  at 
Puonta-Rosas,  that  swept  over  the  camp  and  store- 
houses— destroyed  every  thing.  The  men  and  of- 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  13,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


165 


fleers  escaped  only  with  the  clothes  they  had  on;  but 
one  life  lost.  The  steamer  Isis  was  driven  up  into 
the  middle  of  the  camp,  and  now  lies  high  and  dry; 
nothing  injured,  and  will  soon  be  got  off  without  da- 
mage. 

Florida  Recruits.  The  ship  Nichlas  Biddle  has 
arrived  at  Savannah,  from  New  York,  with  110  re- 
cruits for  the-  2d  infantry,  on  service  in  Florida. — 
They  are  under  command  of  Capt.  Julius  Kingsbury. 


York,  a few  days  ago.  Gen.  Tallmadge,  president 
of  the  institute,  made  them  a short  speech  which 
concluded  thus: 

“Take  as  your  example  the  great  men  of  your  pro- 
fession, men  who  from  positions  as  humble  as  those 
you  now  fill,  have  raised  themselves  to  eminence  and 
fill  the  world  with  the  glory  of  their  acts. 

The  path  of  promotion  is  open  before  you.  Re- 
member ever  that — 


Military  academy.  List  of  cadets  appointed  and 
admitted  into  the  military  academy,  1341. 

Maine,  3 — Tlios.  Montgomery,  Albert  Rowe,  John 

L.  Davis. 

New  Hampshire,  2— Solon  Thornton,  Beniamin 
T.  McNiel.  J 

Massachusetts,  7 — William  H.  Wood,  Marcus  A. 
Moore,  Edmund  G.  Adlington,  Charles  P.  Stone, 
kelson  H.  Davis,  John  C.  Dodge,  jr.  Benjamin  F. 
Hawkes. 

Connecticut,  4 — Lewis  D.  Welch,  Henry  Reming- 
ton, Frederic  Myers,  George  A.  Bissell. 

Vermont,  2— Wm.  F.  Smith,  Edward  C.  Boynton. 
New  York,  13 — Delaney  F.  Jones,  Peter  Van  Den- 
berg  Havens,  Clement  Best,  George  Edwards,  Jos. 

M.  Trowbridge,  Orren  Chapman,  William  S.  Has- 
call,  Francis  Collins,  Gordon  Granger,  Matthew  R. 
Stevenson,  James  H.  Brady,  David  A.  Russell,  Ed- 
ward B.  Hunt. 

Pennsylvania,  15 — William  W.  Work,  William  H. 
Swift,  Joseph  Douglass,  Joseph  F.  Farry,  Geo.  W. 
Morgan,  Clement  S.  Fayssoux,  Wm.  Forry,  John  A. 
J.  Lewis,  Robert  C.  Wallen,  John  F.  Linderman, 
Christian  Dealinger,  Thomas  F.  Castor,  Richard  H. 
Rush,  Patrick  A.  Farrelly,  William  N.  Barker. 

Maryland,  4— William  H.  Johnson,  Cumberland 
D.  Hollins,  William  A.  Dashiel,  Walter  A.  Jenifer. 

Virginia,  13 — George  Pendleton,  Lewis  C.  Marye, 
Richard  C.  W.  Radford,  William  H.  Tyler,  James 
N:  Davies,  James  R.  May,  William  T.  Allen,  Ric’d 
Crump,  Wm.  N.  Blow,  Plamilton  L.  Shields,  Henry 
C.  Logan,  James  McConaghy,  James  C.  Smith. 

North  Carolina,  7— Samuel  A.  Young,  George  P. 
Andrews,  James  M.  Smith,  Thos.  C.  Davis,  Samuel 
M.  Weathers,  Preston  Bynum,  Franklin  Faisson. 

South  Carolina,  6— James  M.  Galbraith,  Joseph  J. 
Brown,  Daniel  H.  Gaillard,  Proctor  W.  Screven, 
Samuel  L.  Rook,  Thomas  G.  Rhett. 

Georgia,  7 — James  Camack,  jr.  Henry  Coopee, 
Joel  A.  Wootten,  Alexander  A.  Edwards,  James  N. 
Ward,  Edwin  Salisbury,  Anthony  D.  Hill. 

Alabama,  2— George  M.  Wharton,  Martin  Cum- 
mings. 

Louisiana,  2 — Louis  Hebert,  Thomas  C.  Moore. 
Kentucky,  3— Thomas  J.  Wood,  N.  W.  Brown, 
John  T.  Pickett,  James  M.  Haws. 

Tennessee,  8— Jacob  R.  Groves,  Wm.  Rhea,  John 
B.  Cobb,  Jas.  C.  Gentry,  P.  T.  Turnly,  John  Adams, 
Samuel  H.  Chester,  James  T.  Armstrong. 

Ohio,  9 — B.  W.  Armstrong,  James  H.  Suelling, 
William  II.  Stokes,  Alexander  P.  Browne,  Charles 
L.  Weller,  Philip  N.  Lnclcett,  Alexander  Ritchie, 
Henry  Merrill,  James  Findlay  Harrison. 

Indiana,  3 — Newton  C.  Givens,  Wm.  H.  Smith, 
Thomas  G.  Pitcher. 

Illinois,  2 — Wm.  B.  Reynolds,  Newton  R.  Casey. 
Arkansas,  1 — William  Fort. 

Florida,  1 — Edmund  K.  Smith. 

District  of  Columbia,  3— Thompson  F.  Mason, 
(since  dead),  J.  R.  Poinsett  Mechlin,  Lafayette  Cald- 
well. 

At  large,  10— R.  Murray  Morris,)  Henry  B.  Clitz,* 
Francis  S.  K.  Russell,*  Alexander  P.  Rodgers,) 
Henry  H.  Green,*  William  H.  C.  Whiting,*  John 
W.  Davidson,*  Fitz  John  Porter,)  Washington  L. 
Elliott,)  Barnard  E.  Bee.  [Army  and  Navy  Chron. 


The  last  accounts  from  Florida  state  that  the  fol- 
lowing six  companies  of  the  2d  U.  S.  Dragoons,  have 
received  orders  to  proceed  immediately  to  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  via  Mount  Vernon  Arsenal,  Alabama, 
viz: 

Company  E,  commanded  by  Capt.  May. 

Company  A,  “ Capt.  Blake. 

Company  G,  “ Lieut.  Merrill. 

Company  D,  “ Lieut.  Torry. 

Company  I,  “ Capt.  Beall. 

Company  F,  “ Lt.  Thornton. 

The  companies  to  rendezvous  at  Mount  Vernon 
Arsenal — ultimate  destination,  forts  Jessup  and  Tow- 
son,  some  400  miles  up  the  Red  river.  Col.  Harney 
to  command  the  four  companies  remaining  in  Florida. 


THE  NAVY. 

The  Naval  School.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  boys  of  the  naval  school  of  Brooklyn,  with  the 
proper  officers  and  the  band  of  the  North  Carolina, 
visited  the  fair  of  the  American  institute  in  New 


*Sons  of  officers  ol  the  army.  tSons  of  officers  of  the 
navy. 


“Honor  and  shame  from  no  condition  rise, 

Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies.” 

Obedience,  implicit  and  unquestioned,  should  be 
your  first  rule.  He  who  would  learn  to  command 
must  first  learn  to  obey. 

By  obeying  your  officers  you  will  best  be  enabl- 
ed to  defend  your  flag.  That  flag  which  your  coun- 
try looks  to  you  to  protect,  when  you  have  become 
older,  and  have  learned  to  bear  it  to  glory  and  to  tri- 
umph. 

That  flag  which  your  country  expects  you  to  hold 
aloft  in  its  steady  march  upon  the  mountain  wave — 
let  it  never  suffer  in  your  custody. 

When  you  have  looked  through  the  fair  you  will 
arrange  yourselves  here  again,  and  return  under 
charge  of  your  officers. 

The  American  institute  wishes  you  all  health  and 
happiness,  and  is  glad  to  see  such  a hearty  set  of 
youngsters  among  its  visiters.  ” 

The  boys  replied  by  three  hearty  cheers,  which 
were  joined  in  by  the  other  visiters  present.  The 
Courier  says:  “It  was  gratifying  to  see  the  spirit  and 
life  with  which  the  lads  went  through  the  various 
rooms,  and  the  order  and  discipline  which  were  ob- 
servable in  all  their  movements,  showing  the  perfec- 
tion of  this  system  of  education.”  For  ourselves  we 
have  so  high  an  opinion  of  this  naval  apprenticeship 
institution,  and  feel  such  interest  in  its  success,  that 
we  take  pleasure  in  alluding  to  the  young  tars  when- 
ever occasion  offers. 

Tha  United  States  ship  Potomac  and  schooner  En- 
terprise remained  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  September  20. 
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NEW  YORK. 

Legislature.  We  give  below,  a complete  list  of 
the  members  of  the  next  legislature,  (except  the 
member  from  Rockland),  arranged  according  to  their 
political  character.  Senators  marked  with  an  as- 
terisk (*)  were  elected  this  year:  members  of  the  as- 
sembly designated  in  the  same  manner,  were  mem- 
bers of  the  last  house,  and  have  been  re-elected. 

SENATE. 

Van  Buren. 

Fourth  district. 
Edmund  Varney*  1 

2 Fifth  district. 

Joseph  Clark 
Sumner  Ely 
Henry  A.  Foster 
William  Ruger*  4 

4 Sixth  district. 

James  Faulkner*  1 

Seventh  district. 
Lyman  Sherwood* 

3 William  Bartlit*  2 


First  district. 
John  B Scott 
Isaac  L.  Varian* 
Second  district. 
Daniel  Johnson 
John  Hunter 
Robert  Denniston 
Abraham  Bockee* 
Third  distinct. 
Alonzo  C.  Paige 
Henry  W.  Strong 
Erastus  Corning* 


First  district. 
Gabriel  Furman 
Morris  Franklin* 
Third  district. 
Erastus  Root. 

Fourth  district. 
Bethuel  Peck 
James  G.  Hopkins 
John  W.  Taylor 
Sixth  district. 
Alvah  Hunt 


Whig. 

Andrew  B.  Dickinson 
Nehemiah  Platt 

2 Seventh  district. 
Robert  C.  Nicholas 

1 Elijah  Rhoades 

Eighth  district. 
Henry  Hawkins 
Abram  Dixon 

3 Samuel  Works 
Gideon  Hard* 


17 

3 

2 


4 
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HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

Van  Buren. 


Albany. 

John  A.  Dix 
Cornelius  G.  Palmer 
Jonas  Shear  3 

Cayuga. 

Alvares  Tupper 
Vincent  Kenyon 
John  L.  Cuyler  3 

Cattaraugus. 
Samuel  Barrows 
Lewis  P.  Thorp  2 

Chemung. 

Sam’l  G.  Hathaway,  jr.  1 
Chenango. 

Richard  W.  Juliand 
Clark  Burnham 


Adam  Strong  3 

Clinton. 

Lemuel  Stetson  1 

Columbia. 

A.  J.  Van  Alstyne 
Jared  Winslow 
James  Knickerbacker  3 
Delaware. 

Orin  Griffin 

Samuel  Ellis  2 

Dutchess. 

John  M.  Ketcham 
R.  C.  Van  Wyck 
Peter  K.  Dubois  3 

Fulton  Sf  Hamilton. 
John  Patterson  1 


Greene. 

A.  T.  Van  Slyck 
John  Laraway 

Herkimer. 

Arphaxed  Loomis* 
Michael  Hoffman* 
Jefferson. 
Elihu  McNiel 
Egbert  G.  Church 
John  W.  Lynde 
Kings. 

John  A.  Lott 
William  M.  Udell 
Lewis. 
Carlos  P.  Scovill 
Madison. 
Calvin  Morse 

S.  C.  Hitchcock 
Job  Wells 

Montgomery. 
Lawrence  Marcellus 
New  York. 
Auguste  Davezac 
Daniel  C.  Pentz 
Paul  Grout* 

Conard  Swackhamer* 
Solomon  Townsend* 
George  Wier* 

John  L.  O’Sullivan* 
William  McMurray* 
William  B.  Maclay* 
David  R.  F.  Jones* 
Oneida. 

Ebenezer  Robbins 
De  Witt  C.  Stevens 
Ichabod  C.  Baker 
Horatio  Seymour 
Onondaga. 
David  Munro* 

Wm.  Taylor* 

Wm.  Fuller* 

John  Spencer 

Orange. 
Robert  Lawson 
Stacy  Beakes 
Rosswell  Mead 
Orleans. 

Sanford  E.  Church 
Osirego. 

Robert  C.  Kenyon 
Peter  Devendorf 
Otsego. 

Levi  S.  Chatfield* 
Leonard  Caryl 
Festus  Hyde 

Allegany. 
Lorenzo  Dana* 
Horace  Hunt* 

Broome. 
Robert  Harpur 

Chatauque. 
Emory  F.  Warren 
Rosster  P.  Johnson 
Austin  Pierce 

Cortland. 
Oren  Stimson 
Jesse  Ives 

Erie. 

Squire  S.  Case 
Wm.  A.  Bird 
Bela  H.  Colegrove 
Essex. 

Geo.  A.  Simmons* 
Franklin. 

T.  B.  Powell 

Genesee. 
Albert  Smith 
Robinson  Smiley 
Livingston. 
Chester  Bradley 
Gardner  Arnold 


Putnam. 

Ebenezer  Foster  1 

2 Queens. 

John  W.  Lawrence  1 

Richmond. 

2 Henry  Cole  1 

Rockland. 

I 

Rensselaer. 

3 Gerge  R.  Davis 
Martines  Lansing 
Silas  W.  Waite 

2 St.  Lawrence. 
George  Redington 

1 Calvin  T.  Hulburd  2 

Saratoga. 

John  Cramer 

Halsey  Rogers  2 

3 Schenectady. 

Jonathan  C.  Burnham  1 


1 Schoharie. 

George  Wright 
William  Fink  2 

Seneca 

Wm.  C.  Kelly  I 

Steuben. 

Ziba  A.  Leland 
Francis  E.  Erwin 
Aaron  W.  Beach  3 

Suffolk. 

Benj.  F.  Wells 

10  Richard  A.  Udell  2 

Sullivan. 

Matthew  Brown  1 

Tioga. 

John  McQuigg  1 

4 Tompkins. 


Charles  Humphrey 
Bernardus  Swartwout  2 

Ulster. 

Jeremiah  Russell 
4 Abraham  Jansen  2 

Warren. 

Benj.  P.  Burhans  1 

Wayne. 

3 Theron  R.  Strong 

James  M.  Wilson  2 

1 Westchester. 

Horatio  Lockwood* 
Joseph  T.  Carpenter*  2 

2 Yates. 

Henry  Spence  1 

95 

3 

Whig. 

Monroe. 
Frederick  Star 

2 H.  K.  Higgins 

George  Stone  3 

1 Montgomery. 

James  Devendorf  1 

New  York. 

Joseph  Tucker 

3 Wm.  Jones 

Natha’l  G.  Bradford  3 

Niagara 

2 Thomas  C.  Flagler 


Francis  O.  Pratt*  2 

Ontario. 

Peter  M.  Dox 
3 Staats  Green 

Joseph  C.  Shelton  3 

1 Washington. 

David  S.  Wright 

1 James  McKie,  jr.  2 

Wyoming. 

John  W.  Brownson* 

2 Eleazer  Baldwin  2 


VOTES  OF  THE  CITY  FOR  A SERIES  OF  YEARS. 


Van  Buren. 

Whig. 

*November,  1S36, 

17,417 

16,348 

April,  1837, 

( 13,712) 
( 4,243  $ 

17,044 

jNovember,  1827, 

16,040 

18,913 

April,  1838, 

19,200 

19,723 

jNovember,  1838, 

19,381 

20,203 

April,  1839, 

21,145 

20,086 

November,  1839, 

20,016 

18,057 

April,  1840, 
*November,  1841, 

21,241 

19,624 

21,936 

20,958 

April,  1841, 

18,602 

18,206 

The  votes  of  April 

in  each  year  are  for 

mayor. 

*Votes  tor  president  t Do.  for  governor,  t Do.  for 
senators. 
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Completion  of  the  great  chain  of  rail  road 
from  Rochester  to  Albany.  The  last  link  is  at 
length  finished;  and  this  day  witnesses  the  passage  of 
cars  over  the  whole  line  of  (he  Auburn  and  Roches- 
ter rail  road.  This  is  indeed  a great  object  accom- 
plished. 

With  the  Great  Western  rail  road  between  Albany 
and  Boston,  the  New  Englanders  who,  twenty  years 
ago,  thought  this  region  almost  the  farthestboundary 
of  civilization,  will  be  brought  into  close  intimacy 
with  the  people  of  the  celebrated  “Genesee  coun- 
try.” The  route  to  and  from  New  York,  via  Boston, 
■will  be  nothing  uncommon  in  winter;  and  the  Tre- 
mont  house  will  soon  reap  a share  of  the  harvest 
which  western  travellers  afford  to  the  landlords  of 
the  New  York  hotels. 

The  intercourse  between  New  England  and  west- 
ern New  York,  by  rail  road,  through  the  winter,  will 
prove  mutually  advantageous  to  the  people  of  both 
regions;  and  we  congratulate  them  all  upon  the  pros- 
pect of  a speedy  and  cheering  fruition  of  the  com- 
mercial benefits  which  cannot  fail  to  flow  from  the 
completion  of  the  long  line  of  rail  road  which  con- 
nects Rochester  and  Boston;  a line  which,  completed 
westward  now  as  far  as  Batavia,  will  next  year  he 
finished  to  Buffalo,  thus  connecting,  with  iron  bonds, 
the  frontiers  of  Niagara  with  the  sea-girt  shores  of 
New  England.  [ Rochester • Evening  Post. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Bergen. — Council — John  Cassedy.  Assembly — J. 
C.  Zabriskie,  James  J.  Demarest. 

Hudson. — Council — John  S.  Condict.  Assembly — 
Abraham  L.  Van  Boskerck. 

Passaic. — Council — Silas  E.  Canfield.  Assembly — 
George  M.  Ryerson,  Garret  Van  Dien,  jr.* 

Essex. — Council — William  Chetwood.  Assembly — 
William  B.  Baldwin,  Jabez  Cook,  Stephen  Congar,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Brookfield,  Jonas  Smith,  Alexander  Wilson, 
David  B.  Lum. 

Morris. — Council — James  Wood.  Assembly — James 
W.  Drake,  Thomas  C.  Willis,  Samuel  B.  Halsey,  Wil- 
liam Stephens. 

Sussex. — Council — Alexander  Boyles.  Assembly 
— David  Haynard,  Isaac  Bonnell,  Nathan  Smith. 

Warren. — Council — Henry  EL  Van  Ness.  Assem- 
bly— John  Moore,  George  W.  Smyth,  Jacob  H.  Win- 
ter. 

Middlesex. — Council — George  T.  McDowell.  Assem- 
bly— John  Acken,  Frazee  Ayres,  David  Dunn,  Aaron 
Gulick. 

Somerset. — Council — Joseph  W.  Scott.  Assembly — 
Daniel  Cory,  Henry  H.  Wilson,  Arthur  V.  P.  Sutphen. 

Mercer. — Council — James  White.  Assembly — Isaac 
Baker,  Isaac  W.  Lanning,  John  B.  Mount. 

Hunterdon. — Council — John  Lilly.  Assembly — 

Isaac  R.  Strope,  John  B.  Mattison,  Jonathan  Dawes, 
Leonard  N.  Flomerfelt. 

Burlington. — Council — William  Irick.  Assembly — 
John  Emley,  William  Black,  Isaac  Stokes,  Levi  Borton, 
Thomas  H.  Richards. 

Monmouth.— ^ Council — James  Patterson.  Assem- 
bly— Thos.  C.  Throckmorton,  John  R.  Conover;  Jo- 
seph Brindley,  Benjamin  L.  Irons,  Samuel  R.  Oli- 
phant. 

Gloucester. — Council — William  R.  Cooper.  As- 
sembly— Joseph  Z.  Pierson,  Thomas  H.  Whitney,  John 
B.  Miller,  Charles  Knight. 

Atlantic. — Council — Mahlon  D.  Canfield.  Assem- 
bly— Joseph  S.  Reid. 

Cumberland. — Council — Ephraim  II.  Whitecar.  As- 
sembly— William  P.  Seely,  Benjamin  F.  Chew,  Elmer 
Ogden. 

Salem. — Council — Robert  Newell.  Assembly — 
John  G.  Ballenger,  William  H.  Nelson,  Thomas  Flan- 
nagan. 

Cape  May. — Council — Thomas  P.  Hughes.  Assem- 
bly— Maurice  Beesley. 

The  names  of  those  in  italics  are  whigs. 

•^Reported  contested  by  Samuel  A.  Van  Sawn. 

Extra  Session.  A resolution  for  an  adjourned 
session  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  passed  the 
house  of  assembly  on  Thursday  last,  by  a vote  of  38 
to  16,  the  Van  Buren  members  with  few  exceptions 
voting  in  its  favor. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
legislature,  1842. — senate. 

Dist.  1.  Philadelphia  city — Henry  S.  Spademan  * 
Jacob  Gratz.* 

2.  Philadelphia  county — Benjamin  Crispin,  Edward 
A.  Penniman  ,*  Thomas  Me  Cully.* 

3.  Montgomery,  Chester  and  Delaware — Nathaniel 
Brooke,  Abraham  Brower,  John  T.  Huddleson. 

4.  Bucks — Samuel  A.  Smith. 

5.  Berks — Samuel  Fegely. 

6.  Lancaster  and  York — John  Strohm,  Thomas  E. 
Cochran,  William  Hiester. 


7.  Dauphin  and  Lebanon — Levi  Kline.* 

8.  Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry  and  Union — 
Robert  P.  Maclay,  James  Mathers. 

9.  Columbia  and  Schuylkill — Samtiel  F.  Headley. 

10.  Lehigh  and  NortliSmptm- — Janies  S.  Gibbons. 

11.  Luzerne,  Monroe,  Wayne  and  Pike — Luther  Kid- 
der.* 

T2.  Lycoming,  Centre,  Clinton  and  Northumberland 
— Robert  P.  Fleming. 

13.  Bradford  and  Susquehanna — Asa  Dimmock.* 

14.  Franklin,  Cumberland  and  Adams — James  X. 
McLanahan,*  William  Gorgas* 

15.  Bedford  and  Somerset — George  Mullin.* 

16.  Westmoreland — John  C.  Plurner. 

17.  Washington — John  Ewing. 

18.  Fayette  and  Greene — William  F.  Coplan. 

19.  Allegheny  and  Butler — Charles  C.  Sullivan, 
George  Darsie.* 

20.  Beaver  and  Mercer — William  Stewart.* 

21.  Crawford  and  Erie — J:  W.  Farrelly.* 

22.  Jefferson,  McKean,  Potter,  Tioga,  Venango  and 
Warren— Samuel  Hays. 

23.  Indiana,  Armstrong,  Clarion,  Cambria  and  Clear- 
field— William  Bigler.* 

New  members  thus  [*]■ — Names  in  italic  Van  Bu- 
red  men. 


recapitulation. 

1841. 


1840. 


1 Philadelphia  city 

2 Philadelphia  county 

3 Montgomery,  Chester  and 

Delaware 

4 Bucks  .... 

5 Berks  .... 

6 Lancaster  and  York 

7 Dauphin  and  Lebanon 

8 Huntington,  Mifflin,  Juniata 

and  Union 

9 Columbia  and  Schuylkill  . 

10  Lehigh  and  Northampton 

11  Luzerne,  Monroe,  Wayne 

and  Pike 

12  Lycoming,  Centre,  Clinton 

and  Northumberland 

13  Bradford  and  Susquehanna 

14  Franklin,  Cumberland  and 

Adams 

15  Bedford  and  Somerset 

16  Westmoreland 

17  Washington 

18  Fayette  and  Greene 

19  Allegheny  and  Butler 

20  Beaver  and  Mercer 

21  Crawford  and  Erie 

22  Jefferson,  McKean,  Potter, 

Tioga,  Venango  & Warren 

23  Indiana,  Armstrong, Clarion, 

Cambria  and  Clearfield 


W. 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 


Op.  W.  V.B. 

0 2 0 

3 0 3 


17  16  18  15 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Adams — Thaddeus  Stevens,*  George  L.  Fauss.* 
Armstrong — George  W.  Marchand. 

Allegheny — Isaac  Lightner,*  David  Beelor,  William 
Karns,  John  Murray. 

Beaver — Matthew  T.  Kennedy,*  John  Ferguson.* 
Bedford — Abraham  Weisel,  M.  Halderbaum. 

Berks — Samuel  Moore,  John  Schrenk,  John  Pottie- 
ger,  John  Bachman. 

Bradford — William  Elwell. 

Bucks — John  Apple,  Abel  M.  Griffiths,  Joseph  Tho- 
mas. 

Butler — Samuel  M.  Lane.* 

Centre — James  Macmanus. 

Chester — William  K.  Correy,*  Robert  Futhey,* 
Emmor  Elton,  Robert  Laverty. 

Columbia — Daniel  Snyder. 

Crawford — Morrow  B.  Lowry,  John  P.  Brawley. 
Cumberland — William  Barr,  Joseph  Culver. 
Dauphin — Samuel  H.  Clark,*  Benjamin  Musser.* 
Delaware — John  P.  Eyre.* 

Erie — James  D.  Dunlap,*  Steven  C.  Lee.* 

Fayette — Aaron  Bugher,  John  H.  Deford. 

Franklin — Andrew  Snively,*  Peter  Cook. 

Greene — Thomas  P.  Pollock. 

Huntington — Jesse  Moore,*  Thomas  Weston.* 
Indiana — John  Cummins.* 

Jefferson,  McKean  and  Warren — Lewis  B.  Dunham. 
Lancaster — Christian  Kieffer,*  Joseph  McClure,* 
Philip  Von  Neida,*  Jacob  Foreman,*  Hugh  An- 
drews,* Benjamin  Pennell.* 

Lebanon — John  Bruner.* 

Lehigh — Benjamin  Fogel,  Peter  Haas. 

Luzerne — Hendrick  B.  Wright,  A.  Cartright. 
Lycoming,  Clearfield  and~~Cunlon — James  Gamble, 
George  R.  Barrett. 

Mercer — James  Banks,*  James  Montgomery.* 


Mifflin,  Juniata  and  Union — John  H.  McCrum,* 
William  Ross,*  John  A.  Vanvalzali.* 

Montgomery — William  Bean,  William  B.'  Hahn, 
Charles  Kugler. 

Northampton  and  Monroe — Joseph  Kerr,  Jefferson 
K.  Heckman,  Asa  Packer. 

Northumberland — David  B.  Montgomery. 

Perry — George  Beaver. 

Philadelphia  city — William  A.  Crabb,*  E.  Jov  Mor- 
ris,* Wm.  F.  Boone,*  James  B.  Beers,*  John  Rush,* 
George  Sharswood,*  C.  B.  Trego.* 

Philadelphia  county— John  Felton,  John  W.  Ryan, 
William  Bonsell,  John  Painter,  Joseph  L.  Elancock, 
John  J.  McCahen,  A.  L.  Roumfort,  Thomas  M.  Scott. 

Schuylkill — Christian  M.  Straub. 

Somerset  and  Cambria — John  Hanna,*  John  Royer.* 

Susquehanna — Calvin  Leet. 

Tioga  and  Potter — D.  L.  Sherwood. 

Venango  and  Clarion — James  R.  Snowden. 

Washington — Wallace  McWilliams,  James  McFar- 
ren,  Jesse  Martin. 

Wayne  and  Pike — J.  H.  Broadhead. 

Westmoreland — Samuel  Hill,  William  Johnson. 

York — James  Garretson,  Adam  Ebaugh,  William 
S.  Picking. 

The  names  with  a * are  whigs. 

RECAPITULATION. 

1841.  1840. 

Counties.  Whig.  Opp.  Whig.  V.B. 

Adams  2 0 2 0 

Armstrong  0 10  1 

Allegheny  13  4 0 

Beaver  2020 

Bedford  0 2 2 0 

Berks  0 4 0 4 

Bradford  0 10  1 

Bucks  0 3 12 

Butler  10  10 

Centre  0 10  1 

Chester  0 4 4 0 

Columbia  0 10  1 

Crawford  0 2 0 2 

Cumberland  0 2 0 2 

Dauphin  2 0 2 0 

Delaware  10  10 

Erie  2 0 2 0 

Fayette  0 2 0 2 

Franklin  112  0 

Greene  0 10  1 

Huntington  2 0 2 0 

Indiana  10  10 

Jefferson,  McKean  and  ) n , 

Warren  5 

Lancaster  6 0 6 0 

Lebanon  10  10 

Lehigh  0 2 0 2 

Luzerne  0 2 0 2 

Lycoming,  Clearfield  ) 
and  Clinton  $ 

Mercer  2 0 2 0 

Mifflin,  Juniata  and  ) g q g a 

Union  $ 

Montgomery  0 3 0 3 

Northampton  and  ^ o 3 0 3 

Monroe  $ 

Northumberland  0 10  1 

Perry  0 10  1 

Philadelphia  city  7 0 7 0 

PhiladelDhia  county  0 8 0 8 

Schuylkill  0 1 0 1 

Somerset  and  Cambria  2 0 2 0 

Susquehanna  0 10  1 

Tioga  and  Potter  0 10  1 

Venango  and  Clarion  0 10  1 

Washington  0 3 3 0 

Wayne  and  Pike  0 10  1 

Westmoreland  0 2 0 2 

York  0 3 0 3 


0 


0 


1 


1 


36 


64 


51 


49 


Appointment.  John  B.  Butler,  has  been  appoint- 
ed, by  Gov.  Porter,  canal  commissioner. 

MARYLAND. 

Election  statistics.  One  of  our  friendly  corres- 
pondents sends  us  the  following  table — which  it  will 
be  observed  is  calculated  upon  the  supposition  that 
Mr.  Thomas’  majority  was  as  at  first  announced  in 
the  newspapers  539  votes,  instead  of  639,  as  in  fact  it 
proved  to  be.  Our  correspondent  we  presume  was 
not  apprized  of  the  error. 

Again,  his  calculation  is  predicated  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  same  individuals  voted,  or  had  a 
right  to  vote,  that  voted  at  the  presidential  election. 
Now  the  fact  is  that  a more  considerable  change 
occurs  in  this  respect  every  year  than  those  who  have 
not  attended  to  it  minutely  would  imagine.  This 
change  occurs  by  removals,  into  and  out  of  the  respec- 
tive places — by  persons  becoming  of  age — by  deaths 
— by  naturalization  &c.  &c.  We  ascertained  for  a 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  13,  1841— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


1G7 


community  of  300  voters,  not  remarkable  for  change, 
that  there  was  a variation  of  about  40  votes  every  year 
from  these  causes  alone.  In  the  city  of  Baltimore 
we  have  no  doubt  it  would  average  nearly  the  same 
proportion. 

To  the  voters  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Your  respective  editors  placed  before  you  the  offi- 
cial statement  of  the  two  last  important  elections  viz. 


1840. 

Harrison,  33,533 
Van  Buren,  28,759 


1841. 
Johnson,  28,420 
Thomas,  28,959 


Total  62,292 
Harrison’s  maj.  4,774 


Total  57,379 
Thomas  maj.  539 


Harrison, 

Johnson, 


RECAPITULATION. 


33,533 

2S,420 


28,759  Van  Buren, 
28,959  Thomas, 


Divide  by  2 61,953 

Average  vote  30,976 


57,718 


28,859  maj.  2,117 


You  perceive  from  these  facts,  that  30,976  is  the 
standard  average  Harrison  vote,  and  28,859  is  the 
average  Van  Buren  vote;  maj.  2,117. 

Permit  me  to  place  before  you  the  number  of  voters 
of  the  different  cities  and  counties  who  staid  at  home 
or  neglected  to  vote  at  the  last  election,  1841.  Also 
the  number  who  voted  for  Harrison,  now  Thomas. 


1 Allegany, 

2 Annapolis, 

Less  voted 
Johnson  than 
05  Harrison. 

3 Less  voted 
§ Thomas  than 
a Van  Buren. 

Voted  Har- 
cS  rison  now 
Thomas. 

8 

11 

none 

3 Anne  Arundel, 

499 

20 

none 

4 Baltimore  city, 

910 

none 

109 

5 Baltimore  county, 

537 

302 

none 

6 Calvert, 

7 Caroline, 

58 

72 

none 

85 

none 

14 

8 Cecil, 

260 

19 

none 

9 Charles, 

228 

72 

none 

10  Carroll, 

11  Dorchester, 

110 

none 

8 

239 

23 

none 

12  Frederick, 

375 

none 

165 

13  Harford, 

228 

88 

none 

14  Kent, 

15  Montgomery, 

81 

none 

11 

190 

none 

65 

16  Prince  George’s, 

182 

none 

26 

17  Queen  Anne, 

76 

none 

55 

18  Somerset, 

382 

46 

none 

19  St.  Mary’s, 

153 

none 

35 

20  Talbot, 

66 

none 

93 

21  Washington, 

289 

none 

56 

22  Worcester, 

210 

none 

7 

5402 

653 

730 

candidates  are  William  M.  Gwin  and  Jacob  Thomp- 
son. [A'af.  Int. 

LOUISIANA. 

Yellow  Fever  in  New  Orleans.  A letter  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  New  York  Commercial,  dated 
October  29th,  states  that  the  yellow  fever  had  ceased 
to  attack  new  cases,  and  adds: 

In  order  to  demonstrate  most  conclusively  the  fa- 
tality of  the  epidemic  during  the  past  season,  I have 
taken  the  trouble  to  sum  up  the  total  mortality,  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  fever,  commencing  on  the  1st  of 
August,  and  ending  yesterday,  which  comprises  a pe- 
riod of  twelve  weeks  and  five  days.  The  result  is  as 
follows: 

Total.  Yellow  fever. 
57  5 

80 


Weeks. 
1st 
2d  . 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 


Buried  at  Lafayette,  from 
New  Orleans,  estimated 


102 

146 

174 

245 

292 

327 

259 

188 

151 

149 

78 


4 

23 

72 

105 

164 

220 

259 

180 

115 

93 

96 

37 


2,249 


450 


2,699 


1,372 

350 

1,722 


Agreeable  to  the  returns  of  the  different  districts 
it  appears  that  5,402  voters  who  voted  for  Harrison 
did  not  vote  the  last  election,  1841 — also  653  who 
voted  for  Van  Buren,  did  not  vote — and  730  who 
voted  for  Harrison  voted  for  Thomas. 

All  which,  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consid- 
eration, without  comment,  by  AN  OBSERVER. 

. Nov.  1841. 

GEORGIA. 

Election.  The  legislature  of  Georgia  on  the  2d 
inst.  opened  the  returns  of  the  late  election  for  go- 
vernor of  that  state,  and  the  result  was  as  follows: 
For  Charles  J.  McDonald,  Van  Buren  37,847 
William  C.  Dawson,  whig  33,703 


Showing  an  average  weekly  mortality  of  211,  of 
which  135  were  of  yellow  fever.  On  comparing  our 
summer  population  (80,000)  with  that  of  your  city, 
(320,000),  it  will  readily  be  perceived  how  unhealthy 
the  past  season  has  been.  The  average  number  of 
deaths  in  New  York  is  about  200  per  week,  while  in 
this  city,  with  a population  one-fourth  of  yours,  the 
above  figures  have  succeeded  for  thirteen  weeks  in 
succession. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Foster  to  the  Van  Buren  senators 
of  this  state  has  elicited  from  them  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  state,  and  this  in  turn  has  called  forth 
again  a reply  by  card  from  him. 

Legislature.  The  resolution  to  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  senators  was  rejected  on  the  20th  in  the 
senate,  by  a majority  of  one  (13  to  12) — and  thus  the 
matter  stands. 

Mr.  Crockett,  recently  a member  of  congress,  has 
been  elected  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  Deputy 
Attorney  General  for  the  ninth  district  of  this  state. 

The  hon.  William  C.  Dunlap  was,  on  the  22d  ult. 
elected  judge  of  the  eleventh  judicial  circuit  of  this 
state  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  legislative  con- 
vention. 


Van  Buren  majority,  4,144 

The  return  of  the  election  in  Muscogee  county, 
where  Gov.  McDonald  had  a majority  of  42  votes 
did  not  reach  its  destination. 

ALABAMA. 

Legislature.  Tuscaloosa,  Nov.  4,  1841.  The  two 
houses  of  the  Alabama  legislature  organized  by  the 
election  of  major  N.  Terry,  of  Limestone,  president, 
and  Dr.  Moore,  of  Madison,  speaker,  both  V.  Buren, 
and  without  opposition.  Philpot  is  elected  secretary 
of  the  senate,  and  Tunstall  clerk  of  the  house. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Election.  The  election  in  Mississippi  for  govern- 
or, members  of  the  legislature,  two  members  of  con- 
gress, and  a great  number  of  state  officers  besides, 
commenced  on  Mouday,  lstjnstant,  and  continued 
for  three  days.  Mississippi  is  the  only  state  unrepre- 
sented in  congress.  The  two  members  to  be  elected, 
with  those  to  be  chosen  to  fill  vacancies  by  resigna- 
tions, will  complete  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  whig  candidate  for  governor  is  D.  O.  Shattuck; 
the  Van  Buren  anti-bond  candidate  is  T.  A.  Tucker. 

The  whig  candidates  for  congress  are  Adam  L. 
Bingaman  and  William  R.  Harley;  the  Van  Buren 


Gov.  Polk’s  valedictory. — The  two  houses  of 
the  general  assembly  of  Tennessee  met  at  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  at  Nashville,  on  the  15th, 
where  Governor  Polk  addressed  them  and  the  citi- 
zens there  assembled  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  fellow  citizens: 

It  may  be  regarded  as  the  chief  excellence  of  our 
free  system  of  government,  that  it  establishes  a per- 
fect equality  of  rights  among  its  citizens,  and  that 
the  people  rule.  Their  will  is  the  supreme  law; 
and  of  it,  when  expressed  in  the  constitutional  forms, 
there  is  and  there  ought  to  be  no  appeal.  In  retir- 
ing from  their  service,  as  I do  with  all  cheerfulness, 
I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  express  to  them 
my  gratitude  for  the  repealed  manifestations  of  their 
confidence,  which  in  past  life  ] have  received  at  their 
hands.  In  retiring  from  the  service  of  Tennessee, 
that  proud  commonwealth  which  occupies  so  lofty 
a position  among  her  sister  states,  I can  have  but 
one  desire,  and  that  is,  that  her  interests,  her  pros- 
perity, her  honor,  and  the  happiness  of  her  people, 
may  be  preserved  and  advanced  in  whatsoever  hands 
her  government  may  be  placed.  She  does  indeed, 
occupy  an  enviable  reputation,  among  her  sisters  of 
the  confederacy.  Her  fame  in  our  military  annals 
is  unsurpassed  by  that  of  any  other  state.  She  was 
the  first  of  the  sates,  after  “the  old  thirteen,”  that 
furnished  a chief  magistrate  to  the  Union — a chief 
magistrate  who  has  left  the  indelible  impress  of  his 
character  and  of  the  patriotism  and  wisdom  of  his 
administration  upon  his  country;  and  to  whose  fame 
and  eminent  public  services,  but  imperfect  justice 
can  be  done  until  after  he  shall  have  been  gathered 
to  his  fathers,  a bourne  to  which  full  of  years  and 
full  of  honor,  he  is  rapidly  tending.  In  the  number 


of  her  population  she  is  the  fifth  of  the  states.  In 
the  intelligence  of  her  people  she  may  justly  claim  a 
high  rank. 

In  serving  the  people  of  such  a state,  in  various 
public  trusts,  for  a period  of  near  twenty  years,  it  is 
a source  of  gratification  to  know  that  I have  honest- 
ly maintained,  and  upon  all  suitable  occasions  pub- 
licly avowed  the  doctrines  and  opinions  upon  which 
I have  acted.  I have  deceived  no  man  by  a conceal- 
ment of  sentiments  which  I entertained,  nor  profess- 
ed opinious  in  which  I was  not  sincere.  If  I am  in 
error  now,  I have  been  in  error  during  the  whole 
period  I have  served  the  people. 

The  present  is  neither  the  time  nor  the  occasion  to 
revive  the  discussion  of  political  questions  upon 
which  we  stand  divided,  and  nothing  certainly  is  fur- 
ther from  my  intention.  1 will  only  add,  that  I have 
an  abiding  and  undiminished  confidence  in  the  pat- 
riotism, intelligence  and  capacity  of  the  people  to 
maintain,  preserve  and  perpetuate  this  most  perfect 
model  of  well-regulated  self-government  among  men 
ever  devised  by  human  wisdom. 

In  leaving  the  public  employment,  I carry  with 
me  into  retirement  the  consciousness  that  I have 
constantly  endeavored  to  discharge  all  my  public 
duties  faithfully;  and  I trust  that  the  public  interests 
which  have  at  any  time  been  committed  to  my  hands, 
have  suflered  no  detriment  by  any  agency  of  mine. 

OHIO. 

Legislature.  The  following  is  believed  to  be  a 
correct  list  of  the  members  of  the  next  general  as- 
sembly of  this  state.  Those  with  a star  affixed  to 
their  names,  are  whigs. 

SENATORS. 

Elected  last  year. 

Butler  and  Preble — Robert  Haseltine. 

Delaware,  Marion  and  Crawford — James  H.  God- 
man.* 

Fairfield  and  Pickaway — Samuel  Spangler. 

Franklin,  Madison  and  Clark — Alexander  Waddle.* 
Hamilton — George  W.  Holmes. 

Huron  and  Erie — Joseph  M.  Root.* 

Knox  and  Coshocton — Byram  Leonard. 

Licking — B.  B.  Taylor. 

Medina  and  Lorain — James  S.  Carpenter.* 

Miami,  Darke,  Mercer  and  Shelby — W.  I.  Thomas.* 
Montgomei-y — Joseph  Barnett. 

Portage  and  Summit — Elisha  N.  Sill.* 

Seneca,  Sandusky,  Hancock,  Wood  and  Ottowa — John 
Goodin. 

Stark — Jacob  Hostetter. 

Trumbull — John  Crowell.* 

Tuscarawas  and  Holmes — Benjamin  Ream. 

Warren  and  Gi-cene — Isaac  S.  Perkins.* 

Wayne — Y.  H.  Harris. 

Elected  this  year. 

Jldams,  Highland  and  Fayette — William  Robbin9. 
Athens  and  Meigs — Abraham  Van  Vorhes.* 

Astabula  and  Lake — Benjamin  F.  Wade.* 

Belmont  and  Harrison — Chauncey  Dewey.* 
Champaign,  Logan  and  Union — Benjamin  Stanton.* 
Clermont,  Broivn  and  Clinton — Griffiilh  Foos.* 
Columbiana — Charles  M.  Aten. 

Cuyahoga  and  Geauga — Seabury  Ford.* 

Gallia,  Lawrence  and  Scioto — Simeon  Nash.* 
Guernsey  and  Monroe — William  C.  Walton. 
Hamilton — James  J.  Faran. 

Hocking,  Ross,  Pike  and  Jackson — Allen  Latham. 
Jefferson  and  Carroll — James  Mitchell. 

Lucas,  Williams,  Henry,  Paulding,  Putnam,  Van 
Wert,  Allen  and  Hardin — Jacob  Clark. 

Muskingum — James  Henderson.* 

Richland — Thomas  W.  Bartley. 

Washington,  Morgan  and  Perry — Alexander  McCon- 
nell and  John  Ritchey. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Whig. 

Muskingum  1 

Harrison  and  Belmont  1 
Logan,  &c.  1 

Clinton,  &c.  1 

Cuyahoga,  &c.  1 

Ashtabula,  &c.  1 

Athens  and  Meigs  1 

Gallia,  &c.  1 


Elected  last  year 


Opposition. 
Ross,  Pike,  & c. 
Hamilton 
Richland 

Jefferson  and  Carroll 
Washington,  & c. 
Guernsey  and  Monroe 
Columbiana 
Highland,  &c. 

Lucas,  £tc. 


Elected  last  year 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

9 

19 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Adams,  Highland  aud  Fayette — Abraham  Lowmau* 
and  John  A.  Smith.* 

Ashtabula — S.  F.  Taylor.* 

Athens  and  Meigs — J.  B.  Ackley*  and  Stephen  Ti- 
tus.* 

Belmont — William  Workman  and  Samuel  Dunn. 
Butler — J.  B.  McFarland  and  James  McCloskey. 
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Champaign — William  B.  McCrea.* 

Clermont,  Brown  and  Clinton — R.  W.  Clarke,*  Gi- 
deon Dunham*  and  Stephen  Evans.* 

Columbiana — John  M.  Jenkins. 

Coshocton — Jesse  Meredith. 

Cuyahoga — Thomas  M.  Kelley.* 

Delaware,  Marion  and  Crawford — Thomas  W . Pow- 
ell,* George  W.  Sharp  and  James  Griffith. 

Fairfield — William  McLung. 

Franklin — Nathaniel  Medbury*  and  Joseph  Cheno- 

■vrith.* 

Gallia,  Lawrence  and  Scioto — Moses  Gregory.* 
Geauga — Alpheus  Morrell.* 

Greene — John  Fudge.* 

Guernsey — Turner  G.  Brown.* 

Hamilton — William  S.  Hatch,  James  H.  Ewing, 
Oliver  Jones  and  Robert  Moore. 

Harrison — Josiah  Scott.* 

Hocking,  Ross,  Pike  and  Jackson — Daniel  Kershaw, 
John  James  and  LeGrand  Byington. 

Huron  and  Erie — Eleutheros  Cooke.* 

Jefferson  and  Cai~roll — Matthew  Atkinson  and  Jo- 
seph Kithcart. 

Knox — Caleb  J.  McNulty. 

Lake — Simeon  Fuller.* 

Licking — Isaac  Green  and  Jonathan  Smith. 

Logan  and  Union — William  C.  Lawrence.* 

Lorain — Albert  A.  Bliss.* 

Lucas,  Williams,  Henry,  Paulding,  Putnam,  Van 
Wert,  Allen  and  Hardin — James  B.  Stedman  and  J. 
W.  Waters. 

Madison  and  Clark — Stephen  M.  Wheeler.* 

Medina — Lorenzo  Warner.* 

Miami,  Darke,  Mercer  and  Shelby — Justin  Hamilton,* 
Isaac  N.  Gard*  and  Joseph  S.  Updegraff.* 

Monroe — Cornelius  Okey. 

Montgomery — Robert  C.  Schenk*  and  Silas  H. 
Smith.* 

Muskingum — David  Chambers*  and  Charles  Bow- 
en.* 

Pickaway — Joseph  Olds.* 

Portage — Jason  Streator.* 

Preble — Joseph  S.  Hawkins.* 

Richland — J.  P.  Henderson  and  R.  W.  Cahill. 
Seneca,  Sandusky,  Hancock,  Wood  and  Ottawa — Amos 
E.  Wood  and  George  W.  Baird. 

Stark — Enos  Raffensparger. 

Summit — Rufus  P.  Spalding  and  Simon  Perkins,  jr.* 
Trumbull — John  Briggs. 

Tuscarawas  and  Holmes — James  Hockinberry  and 
David  McConnell. 

Warren — John  Probasco,  jr.# 

Washington,  Morgan  and  Perry — Truxton  Lyon  and 
Daniel  Kelly. 

Wayne — Charles  Walcott. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Whig. 

Franklin  2 

Montgomery  2 

Pickaway  1 

Clark  and  Madison  1 
Delaware,  &c.  1 

Muskingum  2 

Warren  1 

Preble  1 

Miami,  &c.  3 

Medina  1 

Cuyahoga  1 

Huron  and  Erie  1 

Logan  1 

Champaign  1 

Greene  1 

Harrison  1 

Clinton,  &c.  3 

Lorain  1 

Summit  I 

Portage  1 

Guernsey  1 

Lake  1 

Ashtabula  1 

Geauga  1 

Athens  and  Meigs  2 

Gallia,  &c.  1 

Highland,  &c.  1 


Oppositioti. 


Fairfield  1 

Licking  2 

Delaware,  &c.  2 

Ross,  Pike,  &c.  3 

Knox  1 

Hamilton  4 

Belmont  2 

Butler  2 

Richland  2 

Seneca,  &c.  2 

Jefferson,  &c.  2 

Washington,  &c.  2 

Wayne  1 

Coshocton  1 

Columbiana  1 

Tuscarawas,  &c.  2 

Summit  1 

Trumbull  1 

Monroe  1 

Stark  1 

Highland,  &c.  1 

Lucas,  &c.  2 
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Cincinnati  Banks.  The  Cincinnati  Gazette  gives 
the  following  comparative  table,  showing  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  discount  and  circulation,  and  in  the 
amount  of  specie  on  hand  since  January,  1837,  of 
the  following  Cincinnati  banks: 


In  Jan.  1837.  Discounts. 
Life  & Trust  Co.  $1,423,265 

Commercial  bank,  3,816,040 
Franklin  bank,  1,073,150 

Lafayette  bank,  1,982,648 

Miami  Exporting  Co.  683,666 


Specie.  Circulation. 
169,007  393,595 

654,561  1,115,548 
239,559  485,878 

141,872  478,033 

108,223  383,645 


Total,  $9,888,372  1,313,232  2,855,699 


In  Sept.  1841. 

Life  & Trust  Co. 

552,207 

11,009 

38,750 

Commercial  bank, 

1,417,513 

38,545 

659,865 

Franklin  bank, 

1,191,135 

84,006 

61,335 

Lafayette  bank, 

1,371,552 

62,231 

303,161 

Miami  Exporting  Co. 

194,342 

14,385 

138,463 

Total, 

4,726,749 

210,176 

1,201,535 

Reduction, 

$5,262,023 

,103,056 

1,654,154 

INDIANA. 

The  hon.  Richard  W.  Thompson,  of  this  state  has 
addressed  a letter  to  his  constituents  of  the  second 
congressional  district,  in  which  we  regret  to  see  that 
he  announces  it  as  his  intention  to  retire  from  public 
life  at  the  close  of  his  present  term.  We  regret  this, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  high  promise  of  general 
utility  which  Mr.  T.  has  evinced  during  his  short 
service  in  congress,  but  because  we  shall  lose  by  his 
retirement  an  able  and  zealous  friend  of  our  local 
interests.  [Mat.  Int. 


AN  INDIAN  TREATY-GROUND. 

For  the  following  interesting  narrative  of  pro- 
ceedings, connected  with  the  late  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  U.  States  government  to  make  a treaty  with 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  on  which  they  reside  in  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
we  are  indebted  to  the  editor  of  the  Burlington  Hawk . 
eye,  who  was  among  the  number  of  citizens  of  the 
territory  who  visited  the  Indian  country  on  the  occa- 
sion: 

Sac  and  Fox  agency,  Oct.  16,  1841. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  arrived  at  this  place 
on  Monday  last,  before  any  business  had  been  trans- 
acted. Governor  Chambers  and  Mr.  Crawford,  two 
of  the  commissioners,  having  arrived  the  day  be- 
fore, the  several  bands  paid  their  respects  to  them 
shortly  after  our  arrival.  The  Indians  were  clothed 
in  their  best,  and  being  well  mounted  presented  a 
most  imposing  appearance.  The  usual  ceremony  of 
shaking  hands  being  ended,  they  had  a talk  with  the 
governor  and  Mr.  Crawford,  the  burden  of  which 
was  that  they  were  very  much  gratified  at  their 
visit,  and  expressed  themselves  much  pleased  at  the 
happy  issue  to  which  the  governor  and  agent  had 
brought  their  long  standing  difficulties,  so  that  now 
the  several  bands  connected  with  their  nation  had  the 
most  amicable  feeling  towards  each  other.  Directly 
after  this  interview  we  learn  that  Poweshiek’s  and 
Keokuk’s  bands  were  about  to  go  through  the  cere- 
mony of  “smoking  for  horses.”  This  being  new  to 
most  present,  excited  considerable  curiosity  and  as 
our  readers  may  be  equally  curious,  we  shall  attempt 
to  give  them  a description  of  it. 

Poweshiek,  with  his  band,  assembled  on  the  beau- 
tiful lawn  in  front  of  the  agency  house,  and  com- 
menced the  ceremony  by  ranging  his  followers  in  a 
sitting  posture  on  the  ground.  Keokuk  and  his  band 
took  their  position  about  twenty  paces  immediately 
in  front.  These  remained  standing.  Presently  one  of 
Keokuk’s  men  crossed  over  to  the  other  band,  leading 
a horse  with  one  hand  and  carrying  a pipe  in  the 
other.  Having  selected  his  man,  he  handed  him  the 
pipe;  after  it  was  taken  and  smoked,  he  then  placed 
the  bridle  in  the  smoker’s  hand  and  presented  him 
with  the  horse.  The  horse  was  then  led  off  to  the 
rear  of  Poweshiek’s  band  by  the  man  who  had  re- 
ceived it,  the  donor  retiring  in  great  glee  to  his  com- 
panions opposite.  Immediately  after  and  in  quick 
succession  several  horses,  amounting  to  thirteen, 
were  smoked  for  and  given  in  the  same  way.  The 
most  interesting  part  of  the  ceremony  consisted  in 
seeing  Keokuk  leading  a horse  with  a small  boy, 
about  six  or  seven  years  old,  mounted  on  him.  Just 
before  he  arrived  at  the  place  of  presentation,  he 
lifted  the  boy  off  the  horse,  placed  the  bridle  in  his 
hand,  and  then  handed  the  pipe  to  one  of  the  Powe- 
shiek’s men,  at  the  same  time  directing  the  boy  to 
give  the  horse  to  the  man  to  whom  he  give  the  pipe. 
What  added  the  most  interest  to  this  transaction  was 
the  fact  that  this  little  boy  is  a Sioux  prisoner,  who 
has  been  adopted  by  Keokuk,  and  is  treated  by  him 
as  kindly — and  perhaps  more  so — as  an  only  son.  It 
is  knovvn  that  the  Sioux  are  the  most  deadly  enemies 
of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  the  tenderness  with 
which  this  child  is  treated  may  appear  strange  to 
those  who  are  not  aware  that  it  is  a custom  among 
various  tribes  so  to  treat  the  children  of  their  ene- 
mies who  are  taken  in  battle.  Several  have  offered 
to  take  this  child,  and  Mr.  William  Phelps  promised 
to  bring  it  up  and  educate  it  with  his  own  children, 
if  Keokuk  would  give  him  up;  another  offered  two 
horses  for  the  child,  but  all  these  propositions  were 
peremptorily  declined  by  O.  Iv.  as  Keokuk  is  now 
called. 


It  is  surprising  to  see  the  excitement  this  “smok- 
ing for  horses”  produces  araisng  the  Indians.  They 
not  only  gave  away  horses,  but  blankets,  whole  pieces 
of  calico,  every  article  of  dress,  and  one  Indian, 
who  had  on  a handsome  military  coat,  for  which  he 
probably  allowed  the  trader  from  whom  he  purchas- 
ed it  one  hundred  dollars  took  that  from  his  back  and 
presented  it  to  the  Indian  who  had  smoked  for  it. 
Another  absolutely  stripped  off  all  his  clothing,  sav- 
ing his  leggings,  breech-cloth,  and  moccasins,  and 
gave  them  away  in  the  same  manner.  When  the 
above  ceremony  is  conducted  between  two  distinct 
tribes,  it  has  another  appendage,  which  was  not  put 
in  requisition  at  this  time.  It  is  this:  the  Indian  who 
makes  the  present  starts  off  with  a bridle  and  pipe  in 
one  hand  and  a common  Indian  whip  in  the  other. 
The  receivers  or  donees  sit  in  a row,  with  their  backs 
all  bared.  He  approaches,  and,  after  selecting  his 
man,  lays  on  the  whip  with  all  his  might.  If  the 
man  does  not  flinch  under  two  or  three  “licks”  on 
his  bare  back,  the  pipe  is  handed  him,  and,  after 
taking  a “whiff,”  he  receives  the  horse,  or  whatever 
else  it  may  be.  If,  however,  he  should  make  the  least 
movement,  or  appear  to  writhe  under  the  lash  the 
present  is  withheld  from  him,  and  he  is  called  a 
“squaw.” 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  describing  this 
ceremony,  supposing  many  of  our  readers  unac- 
quainted with  its  details,  and  because  nothing  of  more 
novelty  has  transpired  since  our  arrival.  Directly 
after  the  “smoking”  was  over,  Keokuk  made  a speech, 
and  the  Indians  dispersed. 

The  dragoons,  who  are  stationed  here  to  protect 
the  Indians,  then  turned  out  and  went  through  vari- 
ous evolutions,  exhibiting  a precision  in  all  their 
movements  which  reflected  credit  on  their  command- 
er, and  a state  of  discipline  which  can  hardly  be 
found  out  of  the  regular  service.  This  company  is 
composed  of  fine  looking  men.  They  are  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant  McCrate,  who  is  a noble,  gallant 
officer,  and  by  his  modest,  gentlemanly  deportment 
in  the  private  circle  has  endeared  himself  to  all  his 
acquaintance.  The  manceuvrings  of  this  corps  great- 
ly delighted  the  Indians,  who,  while  they  care  little 
for  infantry,  stand  in  great  awe  of  mounted  sol- 
diers. Each  man  in  the  company  is  armed  with  a 
sabre,  pair  of  pistols,  and  a “carbine,”  or  short  mus- 
ket, with  a very  long  bayonet.  Since  they  have 
been  stationed  here,  which  is  about  a fortnight,  they 
have  done  considerable  service.  It  is  known  that  all 
trespassers  on  the  Indian  lands  were  warned  by  the 
agent,  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  to  leave  the 
country  this  side  of  the  line  by  the  1st  of  October. 
Several  left;  and  among  them  one  man  had  secreted 
his  household  effects  under  the  floor,  with  the  evi- 
dent intention  of  returning  as  soon  as  the  dragoons 
had  gone,  which  he  thought  would  be  as  soon  as 
the  payments  and  treaty  were  over.  Not  knowing 
any  thing  of  what  was  under  the  house,  the  dragoons 
set  fire  to  it,  as  they  had  done  to  fifteen  or  eighteen 
other  cabins,  and  burned  it  up,  with  all  its  contents. 
It  was  reported  in  the  settlements  that  Smith’s  house 
had  shared  a similar  fate,  but  it  is  not  so;  he  gave  up 
the  keys  and  the  house  was  spared.  Public  senti- 
ment, we  are  glad  to  find,  seems  to  accord  with 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  government  officers; 
and  it  certainly  has  given  the  Indians  confidence 
in  their  protectors.  Infringements  on  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  administrators  of 
the  government  in  these  parts,  depredators  may  rest 
assured. 

In  the  evening  we  visited  Hardfish’s  encampment. 
Before,  however,  mentioning  the  circumstances  of 
our  visit,  we  shall  endeavor  to  describe  the  various 
localities.  As  you  approach  the  agency  from  the 
settlements,  the  whole  landscape  is  most  beautifully 
interpersed  with  prairie  and  delightful  groves  of 
timber.  Within  a few  miles  of  it  two  of  these 
groves  nearly  meet,  as  if  disposed  to  kiss  each  other. 
The  prairie  is  just  rolling  enough  in  all  this  region 
to  make  excellent  farms.  The  agency  house,  which 
is  built  in  handsome  style,  is  situated  directly  in 
front  of  an  extensive  grove  of  first  rate  timber,  hav- 
ing a never  failing  stream  suitable  for  stock,  running 
within  a few  hundred  yards  of  its  rear;  and  in  front, 
for  about  a mile  in  extent  each  way,  lies  a small 
prairie,  most  of  which  is  under  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, called  the  agency  farm.  Directly  to  the 
east,  in  an  enclosure,  is  the  encampment  of  the  dra- 
goons. As  you  go  beyond  the  agency,  and  less  than 
a mile  to  the  southwest  of  it,  you  come  to  the  en- 
campment of  Plardfish.  About  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  south',  near  a branch,  the  Burling- 
ton encampment  may  be  seen  composed  of  about  a 
dozen  tents,  all  crowded  with  a set  of  as  jolly  fel- 
lows as  ever  “camped  out.”  About  half  a mile  west 
of  the  agency  house,  Poweshiek’s  band  had  made 
their  encampment.  Near  the  road,  and  directly 
south  of  this  encampment,  stands  the  new  council 
house.  These  with  numerous  individual  encamp- 
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meats,  form  the  tout  ensemble  of  the  vicinity  of  the 
agency,  including  the  interpreter’s  house,  black- 
smith’s house  and  shop,  and  the  old  council  house. 
About  one  mile  west  the  farm  is  situated.  It  is  high- 
ly cultivated;  upwards  of  one  hundred  acres  of 
wheat  have  been  sown  this  season,  which  looks  re- 
markably well.  Large  quantities  of  corn,  potatoes^ 
turnips  and  melons,  besides  stock,  have  also  been 
raised  on  it,  the  whole  reflecting  much  credit  on  Mr. 
Carr,  the  goverment  farmer. 

Our  visit  at  Hardfish’s  tent  was  quite  interesting. 
We  found  most  of  the  squaws  cooking,  which  added 
much  novelty  to  the  scene.  To  see  upwards  of  two 
hundred  tents  with  a large  fire  at  the  mouth  of  each 
on  a dark  night  was  quite  imposing.  While  the  la- 
dies were  employed  in  cooking,  some  of  the  young 
men  were  engaged  in  dancing,  others  again  were 
singing  war  songs  in  their  tents.  We  visited  Nash- 
easkuk’s  (young  Black  Hawk)  tent,  where  we  found 
him  with  his  handsome  young  wife  and  child,  more 
comfortably  and  neatly  fixed  than  many  white  fami- 
lies in  regular  built  houses.  This  young  man  excites 
more  interest  than  almost  any  other  Indian.  He  be- 
longs to  this  band.  Next  to  his  tent  may  be  found 
his  mother,  who  is  still  as  polite  to  strangers  as  she 
was  in  the  life  time  of  her  late  lamented  chief. 

On  Tuesday,  the  commissioners  met  the  several 
bands  at  the  council  house,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
fhem  a talk  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
would  receive  their  second  annual  payment,  two  of 
which  were  now  due.  They  had  at  a previous  coun- 
cil determined  to  receive  their  first  payment  through 
their  chiefs.  Gov.  Chambers  congratulated  the  In- 
dians on  the  settlement  of  their  difficulties,  and  hoped 
that  they  would  now  come  to  some  harmonious  con- 
clusion among  themselves,  without  the  influence  of 
the  traders.  He  commented  pretty ' severely  on  the 
course  and  influence  of  the  traders,  and  told  them  he 
should  leave  a guard  around  the  council  house,  at 
which  place  he  would  leave  them  to  consult  among 
themselves,  without  the  presence  of  a single  white 
man,  including  even  the  interpreters.  He  told  them 
he  should  look  for  an  answer  from  them  the  next 
morning. 

On  Wednesday,  the  commissioners  and  Indians 
again  assembled  at  the  council  house.  All  the  chiefs 
and  head  men  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  second  pay- 
ment. The  purport  of  their  talk  was  that  they  had 
concluded  to  receive  it  by  heads  of  families.  It  ap- 
peared, however,  that  the  very  men  who  were  the 
most  strenuous  for  this  mode  of  payment  from  the 
first,  and  who  had  permitted  this  question  to  foster 
the  feud  and  bitter  feeling  which  has  for  the  last  two 
years  existed  between  them,  were  now  most  anxious 
that  it  should  be  made  in  the  usual  way.  They  could 
now  see  that  by  paying  individuals,  the  traders  were 
less  likely  to  get  their  pay  than  by  the  old  mode.  It 
was  anticipated  that  as  soon  as  the  heads  of  families 
received  their  share,  instead  of  paying  their  old 
debts,  they  would  scatter  their  money  for  new  pur- 
chases, whereas,  if  it  was  paid  to  the  chiefs,  they 
would  pay  it  out  for  the  liquidation  of  their  old  debts. 

After  the  Indians  had  expressed  their  determina- 
tion to  be  paid  in  the  new  mode,  it  was  necessary  be- 
fore proceeding  any  further  to  take  a census  of  the 
whole  nation  and  ascertain  the  number  in  each  fami- 
ly. The  agent  (Capt.  Beach)  then  informed  the  In- 
dians about  the  order  in  which  he  should  take  the 
census,  and  required  that  all  the  chiefs  should  be 
resent  during  the  whole  process,  so  that  they  might 
e a check  on  each  other,  and  detect  fraud  if  any 
was  attempted  to  be  practised.  Gov.  Chambers  also 
informed  them  if  he  found  a single  family  give  in 
more  than  its  actual  number,  he  should  deprive  it  of 
every  cent  of  the  payment.  The  agent  commenced 
taking  the  census  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  by 
noon  the  next  day  he  had  completed  it.  Such  expe- 
dition and  promptitude  on  this  occasion  is  highly  cre- 
ditable to  the  agent.  While  the  census  was  being 
taken,  the  Indians  seemed  to  have  much  sport  among 
themselves.  As  each  representative  head  of  a fami- 
ly would  come  up  with  his  bundle  of  little  sticks,  to 
show  the  number  in  his  or  her  family,  numerous 
jokes  were  passed  on  both  sides,  either  about  the 
name  or  the  queer  way  in  which  the  interpreter  spoke 
it,  or  about  their  families,  children,  &c.  Jlftcr  the 
census  was  taken,  it  appeared  that  the  whole  nation  oj 
Sacs  and  Foxes  only  amounted  to  just  twenty-three  hun- 
dred. Mr.  Mitchell,  the  superintendent  at  St.  Louis, 
who  is  now  here,  says  that  at  the  last  treaty  at  Rock 
Island  in  1832,  he  saw  nearly  fifteen  hundred  warriors 
on  horseback,  who  belonged  to  this  same  nation,  and 
the  nation  could  not  then  have  numbered  much  less 
than  eight  thousand  people.  What  a melancholy  dif- 
ference nine  years  have  made  among  them! 

In  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  the  money  was  con- 
veyed to  the  council  house.  The  agent  informed  the 
Indians  that  he  was  now  ready  to  pay  them  their  last 
year’s  annuity  in  the  manner  agreed  upon;  before  he 
proceeded'to  pay  them,  however,  the  governor  ad- 


dressed them.  It  had  ljeen  intimated  to  him  that  as 
soon  as  the  individual  payment  was  made  the  Indians 
would  probably  scatter,  and  thus  frustrate  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  commissioners  in  their  attempt  to 
hold  a treaty.  He  informed  the  Indians  that  he 
wished  the  chiefs  to  pledge  themselves  for  their  se- 
veral bands,  that  they  would  remain  on  the  ground 
after  the  individual  payment  was  made,  as  the  com- 
missioners had  much  of  importance  to  say  to  them. 
The  chiefs  required  till  the  next  morning  to  make  up 
their  minds  as  to  giving  this  pledge.  Forty-one  thou- 
sand dollars  were  then  distributed  to  the  several 
chiefs.  The  chiefs  handed  the  bundles  of  Missouri 
bank  bills  around  among  their  people,  each  headman 
taking  them  in  his  hands.  While  it  was  thus  passed 
about,  a bundle  containing  twenty-six  thousand  dol- 
lars was  handed  to  Kishkakosh,  who  shrewdly  asked 
if  he  might  go  away  with  it.  On  the  breaking  up  of 
the  council  to-day  we  found  Gov.  Doty  at  the  agen- 
cy house,  who  had  arrived  a few  hours  previous,  and 
of  course  the  commission  was  now  full. 

On  Friday  morning,  very  early,  the  chiefs  inform- 
ed the  commissioners  that  they  could  not  accede  to 
the  pledge  required  of  them,  as  some  of  their  people 
might  leave  after  the  individual  payment  was  made; 
and,  rather  than  be  thought  to  have  deceived  the  com- 
missioners, they  declined  giving  the  pledge.  This 
frankness  and  honesty  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs  is 
highly  commendable,  and  shows  that  they  have  some 
honor  in  their  composition,  if  they  are  Indians.  This 
was  good  news  for  those  who  had  been  waiting  for 
the  treaty.  Preparations  were  immediately  made, 
and  the  council  house  was  crowded  at  an  early  hour. 

Mr.  Crawford,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at 
Washington,  in  accordance  with  his  instructions, 
made  a proposition  to  the  Indians,  which  was  briefly 
this:  The  Indians  were  to  cede  all  their  lands  to  the 
United  States.  The  government  on  being  assured  of 
such  cession  promised  to  convey  the  Indians  to  the 
north  and  give  them  a place  on  the  land  recently  pur- 
chased from  the  Sioux  by  Governor  Doty.  For  their 
safety,  government  promised  to  erect  three  forts  and 
man  them;  it  also  promised  to  erect  for  each  family 
a house  to  cost  $150,  with  six  acres  of  land  fenced  and 
ploughed;  the  chiefs  to  have  each  a house  at  double 
the  cost  with  twelve  acres  attached.  They  were 
also  to  be  furnished  w'ith  agricultural  implements;  a 
schoolmaster  was  likewise  to  be  provided  and  a 
school  house  erected. 

The  proposition  was  left  with  the  Indians,  and  they 
were  to  meet  again  at  12  o’clock  on  Saturday.  On 
Saturday  they  met,  but  the  Indians  gave  notice  that 
they  were  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer.  They 
met  again  on  Sunday  at  10  o’clock  and  informed  the 
commissioners  that  they  could  not  accede  to  the  pro- 
positions of  government.  Keokuk,  since  their  recon- 
ciliation, has  again  become  their  chief  orator.  He 
objected  to  going  north,  and  seemed  quite  eloquent, 
as  he  dwelt  upon  the  claims  his  people  had  to  the 
country  they  now  occupied — that  they  had  gained  it 
fairly  by  conquest,  and  that  they  did  not  want  to 
leave  it.  He  spoke  in  the  most  ironical  manner  of 
the  attempt  to  build  houses  and  establish  schools 
among  them.  They  were  free,  and  wished  to  remain 
free  as  air.  Of  course,  this  broke  up  the  treaty. 

To  the  thousands  who  are  anxiously  wishing  for  a 
new  purchase,  we  would  say,  by  way  of  consolation, 
that  the  prospect  of  making  a purchase  between  now 
and  next  summer  is  very  fair.  Few  will  be  sorry 
that  the  purchase  was  not  made,  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed. To  erect  the  forts  and  the  large  number  of 
houses,  and  plough  up  the  ground,  and  perform  the 
other  preliminary  engagements  proposed  by  govern- 
ment, would  have  occupied  nearly  three  years;  and 
as  government  had  pledged  itself  that  the  Indians 
should  not  be  removed  until  every  thing  was  prepar- 
ed for  them,  they  of  course  would  not  have  left  Iowa 
until  government  had  complied  with  its  engagements. 
We  believe  that  representations  will  be  made  to  go- 
vernment, and  the  people  interested  should  petition 
congress,  so  as  to  induce  the  government  to  acquiesce 
in  the  proposition  to  purchase  one-half  of  the  Sac  and 
Fox  country,  say  as  high  up  as  the  Racoon  Fork, 
which  place  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  west  of 
our  present  boundary.  We  know  from  individual 
personal  intercourse  with  the  Indians  that  they  are 
willing  to  sell  half.  If  such  a purchase  should  be 
made,  the  Indiana  ,<{ould  move  beyond  the  boundary 
! at  a moment’s  notice,  and  the  government  could 
come  into  immediate  possession  of  a large  and  beau- 
tiful tract  of  country. 

We  are  informed  by  those  who  have  travelled  se- 
veral hundred  miles  above  the  Racoon  Fork,  that 
the  country  is  not  at  all  desirable  after  you  get  fifty 
or  seventy  miles  above  that  point.  The  country 
abounds  in  elk  and  buffalo.  Captain  McCrate  in- 
formed us  that  he  saw  about  seven  hundred  elk  indne 
drove,  and  that  it  took  the  dragoons  half  a day  to 
' cross  the  trail  of  one  drove  of  buffaloes.  At  our  lei- 
sure we  shall  speak  on  the  subject  more  at  large. 
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LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

Washington,  October  25,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I have  lately  had  the  honor  to  receive 
many  letters  from  as  many  different  states,  each  pro- 
pounding, on  the  part  of  the  writer  and  his  neighbors, 
nearly  the  same  political  interrogatories,  to  which 
answers  are  requested. 

The  scope  of  the  inquiries  is  a flattering  proof  of 
the  interest  that  some  of  my  countrymen  take  in  the 
opinions  that  I have  formed  on  certain  great  princi- 
ples of  abiding  importance  to  the  success  of  our  sys- 
tems of  government;  and  as  I have  nothing  to  con- 
ceal, if  nothing  of  value  to  communicate,  1 shall,  at 
once,  without  policy  or  reserve,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
circular,  comply  with  their  several  requests. 

Party  politics.  Although,  from  early  manhood,  I 
have,  by  the  profession  of  arms,  in  defence  of  coun- 
try, been  thrown  out  of  the  arena  of  party  politics, 
yet  I have  never  ceased  to  be  an  attentive  observer 
of  public  events,  and  thus,  I believe,  there  has  scarce- 
ly been  a discussion  of  moment  in  congress,  within 
my  time,  on  which  I aid  not  form,  and  modestly,  but 
firmly,  express,  a passing  opinion. 

A mere  youth,  I felt  the  liveliest  joy  when  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  expired  in  the  triumph  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson. From  1806  I was  old  enough,  by  speech  and 
pen,  to  call  for  a prompt  and  energetic  redress  of  our 
wrongs  suffered  from  Great  Britain  under  her  orders 
in  council,  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  and 
long  continued  impressment  of  our  seamen;  and  when 
the  war  of  1812  at  length  came,l  was  among  the  first 
and  longest  in  the  presence  of  the  foe.  The  insults 
received  from  the  French  directory,  their  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce,  renewed  under  Napoleon’s 
decrees,  (Berlin  and  Milan),  which  followed  the 
British  orders  in  council,  also  largely  shared  in  my 
indignant  reprobation. 

The  administrations  of  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, like  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  had  in  their  respective 
periods,  my  humble,  but  hearty  approbation;  and  I 
have  since  censured  nothing  in  either  but  the  sale  of 
a part,  and  the  dismantling  of  the  remainder  of  our 
navy,  the  gun-boat  system  of  defence  that  followed, 
and  the  indefinite  embargo;  which,  crippling  us  for 
war,  by  destroying  our  commerce  and  finances,  and 
oppressing  agriculture,  was  long  continued  without 
redressing  one  outrage  from  abroad. 

I give  this  little  sketch  of  the  growth  of  my  party 
feelings  or  opinions,  unimportant  perhaps,  except  to 
myself  and  a few  partial  friends,  to  show  that,  if  I 
have  never  been  a federalist,  in  any  party  sense  of 
the  term,  so  neither  have  I been  a jacobin,  an  imprac- 
ticable or  abstractionist  in  any  sense  whatever;  but 
always  an  old  fashioned  republican,  devoted  to  the 
support  of  law  and  order;  a democratic  whig,  just  as 
all  my  family  had  been  whigs  in  the  great  struggle 
for  national  freedom  and  independence. 

The  judiciary.  From  an  early  and  long-continued 
study  of  elementary  law,  my  mind  has  ever  been  im- 
bued with  a deep  reverence  for  the  bench — state  and 
federal — an  indipendent  department  in  our  system  of 
government,  and  which,  holding  neither  the  purse  to 
corrupt,  nor  the  sword  of  power  to  terrify,  addresses 
itself  only  with  the  mild  force  of  persuasive  reason  to 
the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  whole  community. 
By  the  federal  constitution,  every  possible  safeguard 
is  provided  to  shield  its  judiciary  against  fleeting  pre- 
judice, political  rancor  and  party  dependence,  to 
which  legislators  and  the  executive  are  unavoidably, 
directed,  and  constantly  exposed.  Hence,  to  the  “one 
supreme  court”  is  wisely  extended  (by  “appellate 
jurisdiction”)  “all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising 
under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority. 

Looking  to  this  express  provision  I have  always 
held  that  when  a doubtful  question,  arising  under  ei- 
ther the  constitution  itself,  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,*under  an  act  of  congress,  or  a treaty,  has  once 
been  solemnly  adjudicated  by  that  court,  the  principle 
of  the  dicision  ought  to  be  taken  by  all  as  definitively 
settled — unless,  indeed,  it  be  upon  a rehearing  before 
the  same  tribunal.  This  appears  to  me  too  clear  for 
disputation;  for  the  court  is  not  only  declared  to  be 
supreme,  and  hence  there  can  be  no  bench  beyond; 
but  to  congress  is  only  given  the  power  to  constitute 
, “ inferior ” tribunals.  By  appeals  to  the  supreme 
| court,  a settlement  was  intended  to  be  reached,  and 
anarchy,  through  a long  distraction  of  the  public 
mind,  on  great  questions  of  legislative  and  executive 
power,  thus  rendered  impossible.  Practically,  there- 
fore, for  the  people,  and  especially  their  functiona- 
ries, to  deny,  to  disturb  or  impugn  principles  thus 
constitutionally  established,  strikes  me  as  of  evil  ex- 
ample, if  not  of  a direct  revolutionary  tendency,  ex- 
cept, indeed,  in  the  case  of  a judicial  decision  enlarg- 
ing power  and  against  liberty;  and  any  dangerous  er- 
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ror  of  this  sort  can  always  be  easily  corrected  (and 
should  be  only  corrected)  by  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  in  one  of  the  modes  prescribed  by  that 
instrument  itself — the  organic  law  of  the  states  and 
the  people.  Misconstructions  of  law,  other  than  tue 
constitution,  are  yet  more  readily  corrected  by  amen- 
datory or  declaratory  acts  of  congress. 

The  executive  veto.  This,  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  could  only  have  been  designed,  1.  lo 
enable  the  president  to  defend  his  own  rightful  pow- 
ers against  usurpations  on  the  part  of  congress;  2. 
To  enable  him  to  forbid  other  legislative  infractions 
of  the  constitution;  and  3.  To  guard  the  country 
against  other  acts  of  hasty  or  violent  legislation. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a case,  under  the 
first  or  second  of  those  heads,  against  which  the  ju- 
diciary—the  balance-wheel  of  the  system — does  not 
afford,  of  itself,  all  the  security  that  the  people  can 
require. 

But,  without  the  protection  of  either  the  bench  or 
the  veto — would  the  executive  department,  (become 
so  super-judicial  of  late  years)  be  too  weak  to  fulfil 
the  strictly  executive  functions  for  which  it  was  more 
particularly  created?  or  rather — would  not  that  de- 
partment still  be  the  most  powerful,  for  evil,  in  the 
government. 

The  president  is,  under  the  checks  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  law,  rightfully  invested  with  the  power  of 
the  sword,  and  he  has  again  and  again  had  that  of 
the  purse  also.  The  houses  of  congress,  it  is  true, 
lay  taxes,  fix  imposts  and  regulate  the  sales  of  the 
public  domain;  but  it  is  he  (through  his  agents),  who 
handles  the  proceeds.  From  1833  to  1836  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  present)  he  alone  nominated  and  dis- 
missed all  the  agents  who  kept,  as  well  as  those  who 
collected,  distributed  and  disbursed  the  public  reve- 
nue. The  apothegm — make  us  executors,  we  care  not 
who  are  your  legatees,  has  a frightful  application  to 
such  agents  and  the  immense  treasure  that  annually 
passes  through  their  hands! 

The  rapid  increase  and  spread  of  population,  the 
growth  of  national  wealth,  the  amount  of  revenue 
collected  and  disbursed,  the  new  relations  (by  the  ex- 
tension of  commerce)  with  foreign  countries;  the  ad- 
ditional appointments  at  home  and  abroad,  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  contracts — all  constantly  and  neces- 
sarily on  the  increase — a general  decay  in  morals, 
perhaps  as  great  in  congress  as  elsewhere;  the  habit 
that  we  have  seen  prevail  during  several  presidential 
terms,  of  filling  public  offices  with  but  little  or  no 
regard  to  moral  standing,  have,  taken  together,  al- 
ready opened  to  the  head  of  the  government  elements 
of  power  and  corruption,  which  it  was  impossible  for 
the  framers  and  adopters  of  the  constitution  to  fore- 
see or  to  conceive.  Who,  at  that  distant  day,  for 
example,  ever  dreamed  of  the  spectacles  which  have 
recently  disgusted  every  honest  citizen? — of  postmas- 
ters, mail  contractors,  mail  agents  and  census  takers, 
covering  the  land  with  government  pamphlets,  hand- 
bills and  extra  gazettes,  sufficient  (if  read)  to  sap  the 
morals,  public  and  private,  of  an  entire  generation? 
of  the  custom  house  mercenaries  in  the  large  cities, 
living  on  the  public,  neglecting  every  duty  for  party 
meetings  and  the  polls,  and  rendering  to  power  the 
most  bribe-worthy  services? — of  district  attornies  and 
collectors — rambling  missionaries,  defending  every 
abuse  of  office — their  own  the  most  indecent,  in  order 
to  maintain  power  in  the  hands  of  their  patron?  Ail 
who  have  reflected  on  the  foregoing  facts  must  be 
ready  to  affirm — that  executive  patronage  “has  in- 
creased, is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished.” 

I hope,  then,  by  an  early  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution, to  see  a reduction  of  the  president’s  veto. — 
The  regulation  of  patronage  would  properly  follow. 

There  can  be  no  good  reason  why  the  veto  should 
not  be  overcome  by  a bare  majority  in  each  house  of 
congress,  of  all  the  members  elected  to  it — say,  for 
the  benefit  of  reflection,  at  the  end  of  ten  days  from 
the  return  of  the  bill.  An  amendment  to  this  effect 
would  still  leave  the  president — the  general  repre- 
sentative of  every  state  and  district — armed  with  the 
votes  of  all  the  members,  absent  at  the  moment, -from 
the  respective  houses;  and  there  will  always  be  some 
members  absent  from  both. 

Rotation  in  office.  The  inquiry  under  this  head  is 
not  definite  in  any  letter  before  me.  It,  however,  is 
presumed  to  refer:  1.  To  governors  and  secretaries 
of  territories,  and  some  of  the  judges  therein;  district 
attorneys,  collectors,  surveyors  and  naval  officers  of 
the  customs;  marshals,  postmasters  whose  commis- 
sions amount  to  a thousand  dollars  per  annum;  navy 
agents;  registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices;  sur- 
veyors general  of  lands,  and  Indian  agents — all  of 
whom  are,  by  law,  appointed  for  a term  of  four  years, 
but  subject,  by  express  enactment,  (except  the  judges) 
to  be  removed  at  pleasure; — 2.  To  a high  class  of  ci- 
vil officers  (next  to  the  chiefs)  in  the  erecutive  de- 
partments at  Washington;  other  high  functionaries — 
foreign  ministers,  secretaries  of  legation  and  consuls; 
postmasters  whose  commissions  amount  to  less  than 


a thousand  dollars  per  annum. ; superintendents  of  In- 
dian affairs,  Indian  sub-agents,  &c.  &c. — all  appoint- 
ed, without  limitation  as  to  time,  yet  subject,  in 
practice — not  by  express  law — to  be  also  removed  at 
pleasure;  and  3.  To  the  assistants  allowed  by  law  to 
very  many  of  the  principals  included  above,  which 
assistants  are  generally  called  clerks — some  of  them 
deputies,  appraisers,  weighers,  gaugers,  sub-inspec- 
tors, store-keepers,  light-house  keepers,  &c.  & c. — all 
appointed  and  subject  to  removal,  as  under  the  se- 
cond head. 

I am  asked — Whether  (in  my  poor  opinion)  all 
those  functionaries  (amounting  to  many  thousands) 
or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  periodically  superceded 
by  original  appointments?  If  yes — When?  And  if  a 
part  only — Which? 

We  have  seen  that  a great  number  of  officers  are 
filled  for  a term  of  years,  and  more  without  any  limi- 
tation as  to  term.  I,  however,  can  draw  no  line  of 
just  distinction  between  the  claims  of  the  two  classes 
upon  the  favor  of  country  or  government. 

Premising  that  regular  periodical  changes  in  the 
subordinate  servants  of  the  country,  merely  for  the 
sake  of  change,  would  necessarily  swell  executive 
patronage,  already  too  much  swollen — I am  obliged 
to  add,  that  I more  than  doubt,  on  other  grounds,  the 
policy  and  justice  of  such  changes — 1.  Because,  for 
the  able  and  prompt  execution  of  public  business, 
much  official  experience,  in  a great  number  of  parti- 
cular stations,  is  known  to  be  necessary;  2.  Because 
many  office-holders,  appointed  under  even  reckless 
administrations,  (such  as  we  have  seen),  will  always, 
after  a time,  be  found  of  tried  integrity  and  of  equal 
industry  and  abilities;  3.  Because,  again,  some  may 
be  found  in  a state  of  honorable  poverty,  the  result 
no  less  of  stern  integrity  than  of  a long  and  exclusive 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  public;  and  4.  Be- 
cause, to  remove  such  servants,  or  not  to  re-appoint 
them  at  the  end  of  a term,  would  not  only  discourage 
successors  in  a faithful  discharge  of  duty,  but  could 
not  fail  to  outrage  the  moral  sense  of  entire  commu- 
nities. I speak  on  this  head  from  what  1 witnessed 
in  1829-’30,  of  the  cruel  experiments  on  a large  scale 
then  made  upon  the  sensibilities  of  the  country,  and 
the  mischiefs  to  the  public  interests  which  early  en- 
sued. 

What  I would,  therefore,  humbly  advise  is  this:  to 
turn  out,  not  only  on  a change  of  president,  but  in 
any  and  every  week  of  the  year,  all  office-holders 
known  to  be  deficient  in  either  honesty,  capacity  or 
industry,  and  to  appoint  in  their  stead  men  known  to 
possess  those  qualities.  Without  an  anxious  atten- 
tion to  this  rule,  a government  of  the  people,  resting 
on  virtue  and  intelligence,  cannot  long  be  success- 
fully maintained;  for  a blind  or  vicious  distribution 
of  enormous  patronage  would  soon,  by  the  force  of 
the  highest  example,  beat  down  all  that  is  taught  in 
the  church,  the  school  house,  and  the  college. 

One  presidential  term.  Of  the  eight  chief  magis- 
trates that  preceded  General  Harrison — whom  a na- 
tion yet  mourns — the  first,  third,  fourth,  fifth  and 
seventh  presided  over  this  union,  respectively,  two 
successive  terms;  the  other  three,  but  four  years 
each;  and  every  one  of  the  eight,  whilst  in  office,  be- 
came a candidate  for  a second  term. 

I consider  the  sublime  example,  set  by  the  father  of 
his  country,  in  declining  a third  election — which  has 
been  duly  followed  by  four  popular  presidents,  and 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  observed  with  equal  good 
faith  by  the  other  three,  under  like  circumstances — 
as  establishing  a barrier  against  a third  term,  as  im- 
passible as  if  it  were  imbodied  in  the  constitution  it- 
self. But  I do  not  consider  it  respectful  to  the  peo- 
ple, nor  otherwise  proper  in  a candidate  to  solicit 
favor  on  a pledge,  that  if  elected,  he  will  not  accept 
a second  nomination.  It  looks  too  much  like  a bar- 
gain tendered  to  other  aspirants — yield  to  me  now;  I 
shall  soon  be  out  of  your  way — too  much  like  the  inter- 
est that  sometimes  governs  the  cardinals  in  the  choice 
of  a pope— many  voting  for  themselves  first,  and,  if 
without  success,  finally  for  the  most  superannuated, 
in  order  that  the  election  may  the  sooner  come  round 
again.  I am,  however,  in  favor  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  in  one  of  the  forms  prescribed — de- 
claring that  no  citizen  shall  be  eligible  to  a re-elec- 
tion to  the  presidency;  and  also,  of  an  extension  of 
the  term  to  that  of  a senator — a period  of  six  years. 

Agency  of  the  president  in  legislation.  1.  I am  per- 
suaded that  this  should  be  strictly  limited;  2.  To  the 
veto,  qualified  as  suggested  above;  3.  To  the  com- 
mand of  the  constitution,  “he  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
give  to  the  congress  information  of  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient;” 
and  4.  To  furnishing  through  the  appropriate  execu- 
tive departments,  such  details  for  bills  as  any  com- 
mittee of  either  house  of  congress  may  specially  call 
for. 

Leading  measures  of  the  late  extra  session  of  congress. 
If  I had  had  the  honor  of  a vote  on  the  occasion,  it 


would  have  been  given  in  favor  of  the  land  distribu- 
tion bill,  the  bankrupt  bill’ and  the  second  bill  for  cre- 
ating a fiscal  corporation — having  long  been  under  a 
conviction  that,  in  peace,  as  in  war,  something  effi- 
cient, in  the  nature  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
not  only7  “necessary  and  proper,”  but  indispensable 
to  the  successful  operations  of  the  treasury,  as  well 
as  to  many  of  the  wants  of  our  commerce  and  cur- 
rency. 

Secret,  or  oath-bound  societies.  I have  not  been  a 
member  of  a masonic  lodge  in  thirty  odd  years,  nor 
a visiter  of  any  lodge  since,  except  once — now  more 
than  sixteen  years  ago.  There  are,  at  many  acade- 
mies and  colleges,  as  is  well  known,  associations  of 
students,  tutors  and  professors,  for  purely  literary 
purposes,  and  their  meetings,  generally,  for  aught 
that  I know,  may  be  secret.  Twenty-eight  years 
ago,  I was  once  present  with  such  an  association,  and 
never  since;  and  I have,  within  five  years,  received 
many  flattering  notices  of  my  having  been  enrolled  as 
an  honorary  member  of  as  many  such  associations. 
I am  sorry  to  be  reminded  that,  by  some  strange  ne- 
glect, I have  failed  to  accept  one  of  those  honorable 
distinctions. 

Finally,  I am  asked,  if  nominated  as  a candidate  for 
the  presidency,  would  you  accept  the  nomination?  I beg 
leave  respectfully  to  reply,  yes;  provided  that  I be 
not  required  to  renounce  any  principle  professed 
above.  My  principles  are  convictions. 

Hoping  that  you,  who  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
invite  this  general  reply,  may,  with  the  millions,  be 
enabled  in  a year  or  two  to  fix  on  some  other  citizen 
as  your  candidate  more  worthy,  and,  therefore,  more 
likely  to  conciliate  the  majority  of  popular  suffrages, 
I remain,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen. 


WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RAYNER,  OF  N.  C. 

ON  THE  QUESTION  OF  THE  RECEPTION  OF  ABOLITION 
PETITIONS. 

House  of  representatives,  June  15,  1S41. 

Mr.  Rayner  said  he  was  aware  he  should  be  met 
with  the  same  charge  from  a certain  quarter,  which 
was  made  against  his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise),  that  his  object  was  to  produce  agitation. — 
But  he  took  the  distinct  ground,  in  the  outset  of  his 
remarks,  that  he,  and  those  who  were  battling  here 
for  the  rights  of  the  south,  were  fighting  strictly  on 
the  defensive.  We  are  guilty  of  no  aggression,  (said 
Mr.  R.)  We  place  ourselves  under  the  protection 
of  the  constitution.  All  we  ask  of  you  is,  that  the 
house  may  be  organized  according  to  the  parliamen- 
tary practice— according  to  the  usage  which  has  ex- 
isted here  since  the  origin  of  the  government. — 
We  call  upon  you  to  adopt  the  rules  of  the  last  con- 
gress till  new  ones  can  be  reported— that  we  may 
immediately  proceed  to  the  business  for  which  we 
assembled.  We  know  we  did  not  meet  here  for  the 
purpose  of  blowing  the  embers  of  sectional  strife. 
The  patriotism  and  the  intelligence  of  the  nation  de- 
mand something  more  at  our  hands.  The  eyes  of  a 
suffering  country  are  upon  us.  I then  call  upon  the 
members  of  the  house,  in  the  name  of  our  common 
country,  to  organize  the  house  in  the  usual  way — to 
adopt  the  old  rules  till  a committee  can  have  time  to 
revise  and  report  new  ones.  But  no,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams),  and  those  who 
sustain  him,  must  first  obtain  a triumph  over  the  un- 
offending south.  The  feelings  of  every  southern  man 
must  be  outraged  before  the  first  step  is  taken  to- 
wards accomplishing  the  great  task  for  which  we 
were  convened.  This  is  a question  on  which  we 
will  yield  nothing.  We  will  contest  every  inch  of 
ground;  and,  if  we  fall,  we  will  fall  fighting  with  our 
faces  to  the  foe.  If  evil  come  of  it,  ice  are  not  re- 
sponsible. We  have  the  vantage  ground  of  struggling 
for  our  rights — of  acting  on  the  defensive.  You  are 
the  aggressors,  and  on  your  heads  let  the  consequen- 
ces fall. 

I shall  vote  against  every  proposition,  (said  Mr. 
R.)  which  recognises  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions, which  is  to  place  them  in  the  possession  of  this 
house,  or  which  tends  to  confer  upon  them  any  con- 
sideration whatever.  I shall  vote  against  their  re- 
ception because  they  ask  us  to  violate  the  constitu- 
tion— because  they  are  calculated  to  obstruct  the  re- 
gular course  of  business  here,  and  to  foster  discord 
and  disunion  throughout  the  country.  As  the  consti- 
tution has  given  congress  no  power  to  “take  private 
property  except  for  public  use,”  and  then  only  on 
“just  compensation,”  I will  not  even  consider  a pro- 
position which  asks  us  to  take  away  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  District,  not  “for  public 
use,”  unless  “public  use”  consists  in  gratifying  the 
whims  of  agitators  in  one  section  of  the  union  at  the 
expense  of  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the  feelings 
of  another  section.  Such  legislation  as  these  peti- 
tions ask  for  would  not  be  for  public  use,  but  for  the 
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gratification  of  private  malice.  I believe  I am  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  the  south,  with  a unanimity  un- 
equalled on  any  other  subject,  believes  that  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would, 
Bo  far  from  being  of  “public  use”  to  the  whole  union, 
render  that  union  valueless  to  them;  not  only  because 
it  would  be  violative  of  the  constitution,  upon  a rigid 
adherence  to  which  they  believe  their  vital  interests  to 
depend,  but  because  it  would  be  opening  a door  for  still 
further  usurpations — because  it  would  be  affecting  a 
breach  in  the  w’alls  of  the  constitution  through  which 
the  citadel  of  liberty  itself  might  hereafter  be  assail- 
ed. If  our  property,  that  which  the  constitution  re- 
cognises as  our  property,  is  taken  from  us,  not  for 
public  use,  but  to  appease  the  demon  of  fanaticism, 
what  assurance  have  we  that  our  own  civil  rights 
will  not  next  be  invaded,  and  we  ourselves  be  re- 
duced to  the  condition  of  a colonial  vassalage? 

But,  even  admitting  that  sophistry  could  distort 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
into  a “public  use,”  how  would  you  obtain  the  means 
of  “compensation?”  Would  you  tax  the  citizens  of 
the  District  to  raise  a fund  to  pay  them  for  what  al- 
ready belongs  to  them?  This  would  not  only  be  a 
mockery  of  justice,  but  an  insult  to  their  understand- 
ings. It  would  be  an  attempt  to  legalize  fraud,  and 
to  cheat  the  constitution,  by  doing  indirectly  that 
which  you  cannot  do  directly.  Would  you  tax  the 
states  for  this  purpose?  It  would  only  be  effecting, 
by  taxing  us  against  our  consent,  that  wfijch  you 
Cannot  do  even  with  our  consent,  unless  by  destroy- 
ing that  compromise  of  the  constitution  by  which  all 
the  great  leading  interests  of  the  country  are  pro- 
tected and  sustained.  By  taxing  us  to  accomplish 
an  object  which  must  prove  destructive  to  our  in- 
terests, you  inflict  a double  hardship  upon  us — you 
add  insult  to  injury — you  make  us  pay  for  the  very 
lash  which  is  to  scourge  us,  for  the  very  poison  that 
is  to  work  our  destruction. 

But,  admitting  there  were  no  injustice  in  taxing 
the  south  to  effect  an  object  which,  without  taxation, 
would  be  sowing  the  very  seeds  of  ruin  in  our  soil, 
still  you  are  met  with  another  difficulty  as  insur- 
mountable as  if  there  were  a positive  prohibition  in- 
corporated in  the  constitution  itself.  I refer  to  the 
compact  entered  into  between  the  states,  through 
their  joint  agents  here,  and  the  states  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  as  contained  in  their  deeds  of  cession. 
The  deeds  of  cession  from  those  states  have  express- 
ly provided  against  any  such  emergency  as  this. — 
* The  deed  of  cession  from  Virginia  expressly  declares 
that  “nothing  therein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
vest  in  the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in  the 
soil,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  therein, 
otherwise  than  may  be  transferred  by  such  indivi- 
duals to  the  United  States.”  Now,  here  is  an  ex- 
press provision  granting  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
District,  unimpaired,  all  the  rights  and  title  to  pro- 
perty which  they  had  when  under  the  protection  of 
the  state  governments.  Will  any  one  pretend  to  say 
that  this  stipulation  is  not  binding,  and  that  we,  as 
the  representatives  of  the  states,  are  not  bound,  by 
all  the  solemnity  of  plighted  faith,  to  see  that  the 
bond  is  strictly  complied  with?  Here  the  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  for  a certain  consideration, 
agreed  to  relinquish  all  jurisdiction  over  the  ceded 
territory  to  the  general  government.  That  conside- 
ration was,  that  the  citizens  of  the  District  should 
not  be  molested  in  the  possession  of  their  property 
or  enjoyment  of  their  rights;  and  will  any  one  now 
pretend  to  say  that  any  false  mawkish  notion  of  be- 
nevolence can  absolve  this  government  from  its  ob- 
ligations? Why,  sir,  the  obligation  is  as  binding  as 
the  constitution  itself.  The  constitution  is  only  a 
contract,  dependent  for  its  observance  upon  the  plight- 
ed faith  of  those  who  formed  it;  where  each  of  the 
states  has  pledged  itself  to  all,  and  all  to  each,  to 
the  observance  of  certain  stipulations,  which  are  to 
form  a basis  of  government.  The  deeds  of  cession 
from  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  also  a contract, 
where  the  other  states  have  pledged  their  faith,  to 
respect  and  protect  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
people  of  the  District — which  contract  we,  as  the 
representatives  of  those  states,  are  bound  by  every 
consideration  of  honor,  as  well  as  duty,  to  observe. 
Why,  it  is  to  the  magnanimity  and  patriotism  of  those 
states  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  very  privilege  of 
discussing  this  question  here,  for  the  very  place  of  our 
legislation,  for  the  very  site  of  this  fair  and  splendid 
edifice;  and  shall  we  requite  their  kindness  and  libe- 
rality by  erecting  the  very  soil  which  they  have  given 
us  into  a platform  wherefrom  to  assail  them?  This 
would  be  playing  the  part  of  the  serpent  in  the  fable, 
which,  when  warmed  and  restored  to  life  at  the 
hearth  of  the  husbandman,  repaid  hjs  kindness  by 
striking  his  own  child  with  his  deadly  fangs. 

If  there  had  been  no  guaranty  on  the  part  of  the 
general  government  to  protect  the  citizens'  of  the 
District  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  properly  and  their 
rights,  still  it  would  be  restrained  by  every  conside- 


ration of  honor  and  justice  frorq  interfering  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  here.  For,  who  can  for  a mo- 
ment believe  that  Virginia  and  Maryland  ever  would 
have  ceded  their  territory  if  they  could  have  suppos- 
ed it  was  afterwards  to  become  an  arena  for  fanatics 
and  incendiaries,  from  whence  the  fire-brand  of  com- 
motion could  be  hurled  into  their  borders?  Docs 
any  one  suppose  that  they  ever  would  have  ceded 
a spot,  in  the  very  heart  of  their  territory,  if  they 
could  have  imagined  it  was  afterwards  to  beeome 
the  stronghold  of  the  enemies  of  their  institutions — 
whence  their  rights  and  their  interests  were  to  be 
daily  assailed?  No  one  can  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject for  a moment,  after  seeing  the  sensitiveness  of 
the  people  of  those  states  upon  this  question — their 
impatience,  nay,  their  indignation  at  the  manner  in 
which  their  liberality  is  attempted  to  be  abused. — 
Even  in  the  absence  of  any  express  provision,  the 
deep  and  vital  interest  which  is  felt  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  those  states,  the  watchful  jealousy  which 
they  exercise  over  this  matter,  and  the  disastrous 
consequences  resulting  to  those  states  from  an  in- 
terference with  the  subject  in  this  District — in  con- 
nexion with  the.  absolute  certainty  that  those  states 
never  would  have  ceded  this  territory,  had  they  sup- 
posed it  possible  tliet  their  liberality  was  ever  to  be 
so  much  abused — raise  an  implied  stipulation  on  the 
part  of  this  government  that  this  question  should  not 
be  disturbed  by  it. 

If,  then,  the  constitution  prohibits  you  from  taking 
private  property,  except  for  public  use,  how  can  you 
rob  the  people  of  the  District  of  their  rights,  merely 
to  gratify  the  fiendish  appetite  of  fanaticism?  If 
your  government  has  entered  into  a solemn  contract, 
for  a valuable  consideration,  to  protect  these  people 
in  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  they  enjoyed 
under  the  ceding  states,  how  can  you  take  their  pro- 
perty without  violating  the  plighted  faith  of  the  na- 
tion? If  you  are  certain  in  your  own  mind — as  you 
must  be — that  Virginia  and  Maryland  never  would 
have  ceded  this  territory,  had  they  supposed  it  pos- 
sible that  this  government  ever  would  have  taken  a 
step  so  detrimental  to  their  interests,  how  can  you 
now  impose  upon  their  liberality,  and  abuse  their 
confidence,  without  violating  “every  precept  of  mo- 
rality, every  sentiment  of  honor?” 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  that,  by  refusing  to  receive 
these  petitions,  we  violate  that  right  of  petition  which 
is  guarantied  in  the  constitution  to  the  citizens  of  this 
country.  But  I insist  upon  it  that  the  constitution 
must  be  complied  with  by  the  use  of  constitutional 
means.  You  have  no  right  to  violate  the  constitution 
under  a pretence  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  enjoyment 
of  a constitutional  privilege.  The  means  must  be 
commensurate  with  the  end.  The  constitution  would 
be  a dead  letter,  and  its  restrictions  a mere  mockery, 
if  its  provisions  are  to  be  violated  under  the  pretence 
that  such  violation  is  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
right  claimed  under  it.  If  this  construction  of  the 
constitution  is  once  adopted,  there  is  no  violation  of 
its  provisions,  no  matter  how  flagrant  soever  it  may 
be,  that  sophistry  and  interest  will  not  distort  into  a 
means  indispensably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of 
an  admitted  .right.  . You  thus  destroy  the  safeguards 
of  the  constitution  'in  a pretended  zeal  for  their  ob- 
servance. Such  a regard  for  the  constitution  as  this 
is  destructive  of  the  very  end  and  object  proposed.  It 
is  like  the  embrace  of  a giant,  that  smothers  in  his 
grasp  the  very  object  of  his  love. 

The  constitution  says  that  the  people  have  a right 
“peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  for  a redress  of 
grievances.”  Here  we  see  that  the  right  to  petition 
is  not  unlimited  in  its  nature,  but  is  restricted  and 
confined  to  a “redress  of  grievances.”  A redress  of 
whose  grievances? — their  own  grievances,  or  the 
grievances  of  others?  It  requires  no  proficiency  in 
constitutional  law  to  answer  the  question.  Common 
sense  must  answer  it.  If  it  is  a redress  of  their  own 
grievances,  then  they  have  no  right  to  have  consider- 
ed petitions  which  harrass  this  house  session  after 
session,  obstructing  the  progress  of  public  business, 
and  sowing  the  seeds  of  tumult  and  confusion  in  this 
hall — for  a redress  of  what  they  would  call  the  grie- 
vances of  the  slaves  of  this  District — thereby  endan- 
gering the  existence  of  that  very  constitution  under 
which  they  pretend  to  claim  the  right.  It  certainly 
cannot  be  that  the  constitution  gives  the  right  to  pe- 
tition for  a redress  of  the  grievances  of  others;  if  so, 
where  is  its  benevolent  operation  to  terminate?  Is  it 
limited  to  the  grievances  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  western  continent?  or  of  the  civiliz- 
ed world?  Once  you  pass  the  limit  within  which 
common  sense  must  confine  the  operation  of  this 
privilege,  and  there  is  no  people,  no  matter  however 
remote  they  may  be,  no  grievance,  no  matter  how- 
soever imaginary,  that  is  not  a legitimate  object  of 
petition,  and  to  which  we  are  not  bound  to  attend. 
If  these  people  have  a right  to  have  considered  peti-  j 
tions  asking  for  a redress,  not  of  their  own,  but  of 
the  grievances  of  others,  then  they  have  a right  to 


petition  us  to  declare  war  against  Texas,  on  account 
of  the  toleration  of  slavery  in  that  country;  they  have 
a right  to  petition  us  to  interfere  in  dissolving  the 
union  between  England  and  Ireland,  on  account  of 
the  grievances  under  which  the  people  of  the  latter 
country  may  suffer;  they  have  a right  to  petition  us 
to  make  war  against  Russia  or  Austria,  for  permit- 
ting the  landed  proprietors  in  those  countries  to  re- 
tain in  bondage  the  thousands  of  wretched  serfs, 
whose  condition  is  ten  times  as  bad  as  that  of  the 
slaves  of  the  south.  And  if  the  right  of  petition 
means  the  right  to  have  the  petition  considered,  we 
should  be  bound  to  take  the  prayers  of  such  petitions 
under  our  most  serious  consideration. 

So  you  see  to  what  absurdities  the  doctrine  would 
lead  us.  Establish  the  principle  that  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  country  have  a right  io  petition 
for  redress,  not  of  their  own,  but  of  the  grievances  of 
others— and  if  of  others,  of  the  whole  world — and 
there  is  no  subject,  no  matter  how  little  connected 
with  our  constitutional  duties,  no  matter  how  remote 
from  the  purposes  of  our  election — petitions  on  which 
we  would  not  be  compelled  to  receive,  and,  if  to  re- 
ceive, on  which  we  would  not  be  compelled  to  act. 
And  thus  might  this  house  be  kept  not  only  in  intermi- 
nable confusion,  but  at  an  endless  labor,  merely  to 
gratify  the  restless  and  importunate  cravings  of  a 
band  of  fanatics. 

The  absurdity,  then,  to  which  a different  construc- 
tion would  lead  us,  proves  that  the  right  of  the  citi- 
zen to  have  considered  a petition  for  the  redress  of 
grievances  must  be  qualified,  by  confining  it  to  his 
own,  and  not  the  grievances  of  others.  But,  sir,  the 
right  of  petition  for  a redress  of  his  own  grievances  is 
not  unlimited  in  its  nature.  It  must  be  restricted  to 
those  grievances  only  which  congress  has  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  redress,  or,  rather,  which  it  is  not 
clearly  forbid  to  redress.  If  the  citizen  claims  a 
privilege  in  pursuance  of  a provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion, that  privilege  must  be  exercised  and  enjoyed 
by  the  use  of  constitutional  means.  The  constitution 
certainly  never  intended  to  confer  upon  the  citizen 
the  right  to  petition  congress  to  do  that  which  it  has 
refused  congress  the  power  to  do.  If  so,  we  would 
be  bound  to  receive  petitions  praying  for  the  abolition 
of  the  constitution  itself — nay,  sir,  we  would  be  bound 
to  receive  petitions  praying  for  the  destruction  of  our 
republican  system  and  the  establishment  of  a kingly 
government.  There  is  nothing  so  absurd,  so  abusive, 
so  anti-republican  soever  it  might  be,  that  would  not 
be  a legitimate  subject  of  petition,  and  the  reception 
and  consideration  of  which  would  not  be  obligatory 
upon  us.  Suppose  petitions  were  sent  here,  complain- 
ing of  the  excesses  of  democracy  as  a grievance,  and 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  order  of  nobility 
in  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  its  vio- 
lence, would  you  be  bound  to  receive  them?  Sup- 
pose petitions  were  to  come  here  from  the  south,  de- 
noucing  the  manufactories  of  the  north  as  public  nui- 
sances, complaining  of  the  grievances  of  the  laborers 
in  those  establishments,  of  the  cruelty  of  their  task- 
masters, of  the  tyranny  to  which  they  are  subjected, 
and  praying  congress  to  pass  a law  that  if  they  were 
not  all  abandoned  by  a given  day,  they  should  be 
abated  as  nuisances  by  the  public  officer,  or  confis- 
cated to  the  public  use,  would  gentlemen  from  the 
north  vote  for  the  reception  of  such  petitions?  Sup- 
pose petitions  were  to  come  here  from  the  Roman 
Catholics,  asking  us  to  pass  a law  forbidding  the  use 
of  meat  on  certain  days,  or  from  the  Jews,  asking  us 
to  prevent  the  toleration  of  the  Christian  religion,  or 
from  Fanny  Wright  and  her  followers,  asking  us  to 
abolish  the  institution  of  marriage,  would  gentlemen 
who  come  from  the  land  of  steady  habits  be  so  sen- 
sitive about  the  right  of  petition?  Would  they  feel 
bound  to  receive  them,  and  to  treat  them  with  re- 
spect? Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Adams)  vote  to  receive  such  propositions? 

Mr.  Adams.  One  great  objection  to  slavery  is, 
that  it  does  abolish  marriage.  Slavery  tears  husband 
from  wife,  parent  from  child.  That  is  one  of  the 
grievances  attending  it.  It  destroys  all  the  relations 
of  life,  and  among  them  the  ties  of  marriage.  How 
have  I seen  it  operate  in  this  very  District? 

Mr.  Rayner.  I yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
for  an  answer,  and  not  for  an  argument. 

Mr.  Adams.  Then  ask  me  no  more  questions.  If 
I am  to  be  stopped  as  soon  as  I begin  to  answer,  let 
no  more  questions  be  asked  me. 

Mr.  Rayner.  The  gentleman  has  dodged  the 
question  with  his  usual  ability  and  sagacity.  I sup- 
pose the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  opposed 
to. nullification,  and  would  consign  to  oblivion  and 
disgrace  all  who  differ  with  him  on  that  subject;  be- 
cause, he  would  say,  the  tendency  of  nullification 
was  to  disunion.  Would  he  receive  petitions  asking 
for  a dissolution  of  the  union  of  these  states?  Would 
he  feel  bound  to  receive  and  refer  petitions  praying 
i for  the  establishment  of  a religion  by  law?  Suppose 
petitions  come  here,  couched  in  language  too  vulgar 
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and  obscene  for  the  ears  of  decency — suppose  they 
teem  with  blasphemy  against  the  God  who  overlooks 
and  protects  us— suppose  they  breathe  of  that  sin  and 
pollution,  amid  scenes  of  which  I learn  these  aboli- 
tion petitions  have  their  origin— according  to  the  doc- 
trine insisted  on,  we  can  exercise  no  discretion,  we 
are  bound  to  receive  them,  and  to  bestow  upon  them 
our  most  gracious  consideration.  Suppose  we  are 
petitioned  to  dissolve  the  union,  why  we  must  imme- 
diately set  about  and  calculate  its  value.  Accord- 
ing to  this  construction  of  the  constitution,  it  con- 
tains within  itself  the  elements  of  its  own  destruc- 
tion. It  has  provided  the  very  means  by  which  it 
may  be  cautiously  approached,  successfully  assailed, 
and  inevitably  destroyed.  These  agitators  pretend 
that  it  is  a sacred  regard  for  the  rights  secured  by 
the  constitution  that  actuates  them;  yet, _ in  the  ex- 
cess of  their  devotion,  in  the  fervor  of  their  affection 
for  the  constitution,  they  stab  it  to  the  heart,  as  Joab 
did  Abner,  when  pretending  to  embrace  it.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  absurd,  to  talk  about  the 
constitution  imposing  on  congress  the  duty  to  do  that 
which  must  inevitably  work  a destruction  of  the  con- 
stitution itself. 

I presume  the  house  has  the  power,  if  it  thought 
proper  in  its  discretion  to  do  so,  to  receive  petitioners 
themselves  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  and  hear  their 
grievances  verbally  explained.  Well,  are  petitions 
drawn  out  on  paper,  and  subscribed  by  the  petition- 
ers, entitled  to  more  respect,  or  more  binding  in  their 
obligation  on  us  to  receive  them,  than  if  the  petition- 
ers were  to  present  themselves  here  in  person?  Cer- 
tainly not — and  who  will  deny  that  the  house  in  the 
latter  case  would  have  power,  and  be  fully  justified, 
in  driving  the  petitioners  from  our  doors,  if  they  ad- 
dressed us  in  abusive  or  disrespectful  language?  And 
the  house  would,  and  must  of  necessity,  be  the  judge, 
in  its  discretion,  whether  the  petitioners  demeaned 
themselves  in  a becoming  manner  or  not.  This  power 
must  result  from  the  inherent  and  necessary  right  of 
every  legislative  body  to  protect  itself,  and  preserve 
its  own  dignity,  in  the  exercise  of  its  legal  functions. 
Then,  if  the  house  would  have  the  right  to  drive 
from  its  door  for  improper  conduct,  or  disrespectful 
language,  or  an  attempt  to  disturb  the  order  and  har- 
mony of  the  house  and  the  union,  the  petitioners 
themselves,  it  must  have  the  right  to  refuse  to  receive 
their  petitions  for  like  cause,  unless  pen,  ink,  and 
paper  can  impart  a sanctity  to  petition,  which  it  does 
not  possess  when  orally  made.  This  house  must  have 
the  power  to  protect  itself  from  outrage  and  insult; 
in  doing  so,  it  must  exercise  its  own  discretion;  and 
in  the  exercise  of  this  discretion,  a sound  and  enligh- 
tened public  opinion  will  always  secure  for  petitions 
that  are  respectful,  and  within  the  limits  of  our  con- 
stitutional power,  a calm  and  dispassionate  considera- 
tion. And  this  point  being  yielded — that  congress 
must  have  the  power  to  protect  itself  from  insult  and 
abuse,  of  which  it  can  be  the  only  judge,  in  its  dis- 
cretion— and  every  thing  is  yielded;  and  all  the  so- 
phistical arguments  that  are  built  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  congress  is  bound  to  regard  the  right  of 
petition  without  any  qualification,  must  tumble  to  the 
ground.  For  all  the  strenuous  advocates  of  the  doc- 
trine, that  we  are  bound  to  receive  and  refer  those 
petitions,  are  compelled  to  take  the  ground  that  the 
right  of  petition  is  sacred,  inviolable,  and  obligatory 
in  its  nature,  and  that  it  leaves  congress  no  discretion 
on  the  subject;  and  that  we  are  bound,  without  regard 
to  the  subject-matter,  or  the  language  in  which  they 
are  couched,  to  receive  all  petitions,  respectfully 
refer  and  report  upon  them,  even  to  the  neglect  of 
other  pressing  and  important  business  of  the  nation. 

But,  gentlemen  tell  us,  it  is  the  sacred  right  of 
petition  these  people  are  contending  for.  Very  good, 
sir;  no  one  denies  them  the  right  of  petition.  Insult- 
ing and  vexatious  though  it  be  to  us,  still  we  do  not 
deny  them  the  right  to  assemble  together;  to  inter- 
change their  views;  to  listen  to  the  hypocritical  rant 
and  rhapsodical  appeals  of  their  priestly  imposters; 
to  shed  as  many  crocodile  tears  as  they  please  over 
the  imaginary  wrongs  of  the  poor  slaves  of  the  south, 
that  are  far  happier  than  the  thousands  of  starving 
wretches  who  need  thdir  charity  at  home.  We  are 
willing  that  they  should  abuse  us  of  the  south  as 
tyrants,  and  deserving  of  massacre,  as  much  as  they 
choose;  we  are  willing  to  all  this;  but  we  are  not 
willing  that  their  vile  petitions,  which  ask  us  to  vio- 
late the  constitution,  ar.d  to  put  in  jeopardy  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  people  of  this  country,  should 
receive  any  countenance  from  this  body,  the  members 
of  which  are  sworn  to  support  the  constitution,  and 
who  ought  to  be  the  guardians  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  the  states.  We  insist  upon 
it  that  the  petitions  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way 
the  petitioners  themselves  would  deserve  to  be  treat- 
ed, if  they  were  to  present  themselves  in  person,  dis- 
turbing our  harmony  and  interrupting  our  proceed- 
ings— that  our  doors  should  be  shut  against  them,  and 
they  driven  with  indignation  from  our  presence. — 


When  petitions  are  presented  here  that  are  respect- 
ful in  their  language,  praying  for  a redress  of  the 
grievances  of  those  who  petition,  and  which  relate 
to  a subject  within  our  constitutional  jurisdiction,  the 
spirit  of  our  free  institutions  requires  that  we  should, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  sound  discretion  which  this 
body  must  possess  for  its  preservation,  receive  them 
and  respectfully  consider  them.  But  when  they  are 
violent  in  their  tone,  disrespectful  and  abusive  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country,  praying 
for  a redress,  not  of  their  own  real  grievances,  but 
the  imaginary  grievances  of  others;  when  they  ask 
us  to  throw  the  country  into  disorder  and  commotion, 
and  to  violate  the  constitution,  which  is  the  very  soul 
of  the  union;  so  far  from  being  received,  they  should 
be  rejected  with  scorn  and  contempt. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  right  of  petition,  in  the  con- 
stitutional meaning  of  the  term?  Is  it  the  right  of 
the  people  to  assemble  together,  without  molestation, 
and  to  express  their  ivishes  to  the  legislature;  or  is  it 
the  right  to  have  their  petitions  unqualifiedly  and 
unconditionally  received,  referred,  and  acted  on?  It  cer- 
tainly cannot  mean  the  latter,  for  the  same  process 
of  reasoning  that  would  establish  it  as  the  duty  of 
congress  to  receive  all  petitions  that  are  presented,  of 
whatsoever  character,  would  also  prove  it  to  be  their 
bounden  duty  to  grant  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners, 
when  received.  Because  the  duty  of  congress  to 
receive  them  is  an  inference  only,  to  be  drawn  from  a 
latitude  of  construction;  and  the  same  latitude  of 
construction,  by  going  a step  further,  could  as  easily 
prove  that  the  power  petitioned  is  bound  to  grant  the 
applicant’s  prayer.  If  the  right  of  petition  means 
any  thing  more  than  the  right  to  assemble — to  sub- 
scribe, if  you  please,  and  offer  the  petition — how 
much  more  does  it  mean,  and  what,  and  where,  is  the 
rule  by  which  you  apply  its  meaning?  Do  you  derive 
your  rule  of  construction  from  the  constitution,  or 
from  the  law?  If  so,  where  is  it?  If  the  right  of 
petition  does  not  necessarily  include  the  right  to  have 
the  petition  granted,  what  is  the  difference  between 
rejecting  it  at  the  threshold,  on  account  of  its  uncon- 
stitutionality and  tendency  to  disunion,  and  doing  so 
afterwards,  on  account  of  its  inexpediency?  If  it 
does  include  the  right  to  have  the  petition  granted, 
why  then  there  is  an  end  to  the  government,  for  there 
is  no  act  of  legislation  to  which  some  factious  spirit 
would  not  object,  and  thus  the  action  of  this  house 
might  ever  be  kept  suspended  between  petition  on 
the  one  hand,  and  counter  petition  on  the  other.  Sir, 
I again  ask,  what  is  the  right  of  petition  as  provided 
for  in  the  constitution?  If  my  recollection  of  history 
is  correct,  it  grew  out  of,  and  is  intended  to  guard 
against,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  beset  the 
friends  of  liberty,  during  their  struggles  against  the 
despotism  of  the  latter  Stuarts.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  peaceable  assemblages  of  the  opponents  of 
power  in  those  times,  were  frequently  annoyed  and 
dispersed  by  military  force,  under  the  pretence  that 
they  were  collected  for  treasonable  and  seditious  pur- 
poses. And  this  right  of  assembling,  to  consult  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  laying  their  complaints 
before  parliament,  was  one  of  the  great  privileges 
contended  for  and  recognised  in  the  bill  of  rights, 
signed  by  the  3d  William,  when  he  was  called  to  the 
English  throne  in  1688.  This  right  of  petition,  so 
much  talked  of,  is  secured  to  the  English  citizen  as 
well  as  to  ours;  yet  who  will  contend  that  parliament 
would  be  bound  to  receive,  refer,  and  consider,  a 
petition  praying  for  the  expulsion  of  the  house  of 
Brunswick,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts?  Does 
any  one  here  believe  that  such  a petition  would 
receive  countenance  from  the  commons  of  England? 
So  far  from  it,  it  would  place  in  peril  the  petitioner’s 
head. 

This  right  of  petition,  secured  to  the  people  of 
England  by  the  bill  of  rights,  was  claimed  and  exer- 
cised before  the  revolution,  by  these  colonies,  as  a 
component  part  of  the  British  realm.  And  the 
grounds  upon  which  its  violation  was  complained  of, 
during  the  early  struggle  of  the  colonies  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  mother  country,  was,  not  that  their 
petitions  were  not  received,  but  that  “large  bodies  of 
armed  troops  were  quartered  among  them,”  for  the 
purpose  of  overawing  their  deliberations,  and  of  in- 
terrupting their  peaceful  assemblages,  when  quietly 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  for  their 
common  good.  This  is  one  of  the  grievances  set 
forth  in  the  declaration  of  independence,  a protection 
against  which  was  afterwards  incorporated  in  our 
fundamental  law.  Judging,  then,  from  the  history  of 
this  question,  and  the  probable  motives  which  caused 
its  insertion  in  the  constitution,  it  has  reference  to  the 
acts  and  personal  security  of  the  petitioners — their  right 
to  assemble  together,  to  consult  for  their  common 
good — to  send  on  their  petitions  for  presentation,  if  you 
please,  and  not  to  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioned  to  grant  or  to  receive  the  prayers  of  the 
applicants.  As  to  the  course  of  action  on  the  part 
of  the  legislature,  it  must  be  regulated  by  sound  dis- 


cretion, by  a prudent  policy,  by  an  enlightened 
public  opinion,  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, in  regard  to  lh:  subject-matter  of  the  petitions. 
For  if  there  is  an  unlimited  and  unqualified  obliga- 
tion, on  the  part  of  congress,  to  receive  and  consider 
all  petitions,  then  we  would  be  bound  to  receive  and 
respectfully  entertain  petitions  praying  us  to  abolish 
the  constitution,  and  to  return  once  more  under  the  i 
colonial  dominion  of  England.  Gentlemen  may  say, 
this  is  an  extreme  case.  I know  it  is — but  still  this 
is  a lawful  and  practicable  method  of  argument,  and 
is  well  calculated  to  expose  the  absurdity  of  the 
principle  contended  for. 

I believe  the  power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  usually  claimed  under 
that  clause  which  says  that  congress  shall  have  pow- 
er “to  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  over  such  District  (not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  states, 
and  the  acceptance  of  congress  become  the  seat  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,”  &c.  I be- 
lieve the  abolitionists  admit — I know  I have  heard 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Slade)  admit 
it — that  if  the  power  is  not  derived  from  the  grant 
of  “exclusive  legislation ,”  then  slavery  in  the  District 
is  not  a grievance  for  a redress  of  which  the  people 
of  the  north  have  a right  to  petition.  Now,  what  is 
the  meaning  of  exclusive  legislation?  Does  it  mean 
absolute  and  unlimited  legislation?  Certainly  not. 
The  word  exclusive  is  an  adjective  part  of  speech,  and^- 
in  exjiressing  the  quality  of  the  substantive  to  which  it 
is  applied  it  has  a negative  relation  to  other  or  dif- 
ferent influence  than  that  of  the  preceding  power  to 
which  it  refers.  Exclusive,  in  its  derivative  sense, 
means  the  shutting  out  or  casting  off  of  any  other.  It 
is  intended  to  denote  the  quality,  and  not  the  quantity 
or  amount  of  legislation  to  which  it  may  relate.  And 
the  quality  which  it  denotes  is,  that  it  shuts  out  all 
legislation  by  any  other  power.  Webster,  in  his  dic- 
tionary, defines  exclusive  as  meaning  “having  the 
power  of  preventing  entrance — debarring  from  parti- 
cipation— possessed  and  enjoyed  to  the  exclusion  of 
others.”  The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  has  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  limits  of  that  state,  except  so  far  as  it  has 
granted  it  to  this  government;  and  yet  that  legisla- 
ture has  not  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  that 
state,  because  slavery  is  an  institution  recognised  by 
her  constitution  in  the  appointment  of  her  represen- 
tation, in  the  imposition  of  taxation,  and  in  the  right 
of  property  which  it  guarantees  to  the  citizen.  The 
master  in  the  south  has  the  exclusive  right  of  pro- 
perty in  his  slave;  still  he  has  not  unlimited  power 
over  him  as  had  the  ancient  Romans  over  their 
slaves.  He  cannot  put  him  to  death;  and,  in  my 
state,  he  is  compelled  by  statute  to  clothe  him,  to 
feed  him  and  treat  him  humanely.  The  constitution 
has  left  to  state  legislatures  the  exclusive  right  of 
choosing  their  senators  in  congress;  still  they  have 
not  an  unlimited  and  absolute  control  of  the  matter — 
they  must  select  them  from  within  the  state  for  which 
they  are  chosen,  and  cannot  select  persons  under 
thirty  years  of  age.  The  company  of  the  Washing- 
ton and  Baltimore  rail  road  have  the  exclusive  right 
of  transportation  on  that  road;  yet  they  have  not  the 
absolute  and  unlimited  power  to  transport  the  person 
or  property  of  any  man  against  his  will;  neither  have 
they  the  right  to  wantonly  run  their  engines  over  any 
luckless  traveller  who  may  happen  to  straggle  across 
their  track.  And  so  the  “exclusive  legislation” 
mentioned  in  the  constitution,  while  it  excludes  le- 
gislation by  any  other  power,  still  does  not  grant  to 
congress  an  absolute  and  unlimited  control  over  those 
subjects  on  which  it  is  authorised  to  legislate.  If  i 
exclusive  legislation  means  unlimited  legislation,  then 
congress  has  power  to  establish  a censorship  of  the 
press  for  this  District,  or  to  establish  therein  a reli- 
gion by  law. 

I have  frequently  heard  it  said  that  this  matter 
would  not  have  been  left  so  vague  and  indefinite,  if  i 
Virginia  and  Maryland  had  not  intended  to  restrict  the 
general  government  in  its  legislative  action;  but  that 
they  would  have  inserted  a provision  that  would  have 
placed  the  question  beyond  doubt.  I have  already 
attempted  to  show  that  this  case  was  fully  provided 
for  in  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  that  the  restriction 
is  entire  and  complete.  But,  if  there  had  been  no 
express  restriction,  it  would  not  have  altered  the 
case.  No  one  believes  that  either  of  those  states 
would  ever  have  ceded  the  territory  in  question 
could  they  have  supposed  the  general  government 
would  ever  so  far  violate  every  principle  of  faith  and 
justice  as  to  convert  this  District  into  an  asylum  and 
a x-efuge  for  their  runaway  slaves.  The  cession, 
however,  was  made  in  the  purer  days  of  the  republic, 
when  its  destinies  were  controlled  by  the  same  men 
who  achieved  its  liberties,  and  the  noble  impulses  of 
freedom  and  patriotism  beat  high  and  bounding  in 
their  bosoms.  Those  states  could  not  then  have  sup- 
posed that,  in  fifty  years,  faction  and  fanaticism  were 
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to  shake  this  union  to  ita  centre;  and  that  a boon  I 
which  they  bestowed  from  tin  purest  motives  of  pa- 
triotism, was  to  be  used  as  a means  of  their  destruc- 
tion. Amid  the  warmth  of  those  generous  impulses 
that  excited  to  the  deed,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
they  should  have  been  as  exacting  as  Shylock,  or  as 
accurate  as  a miser  when  counting  his  gold.  If  no 
provision  of  restriction  had  been  inserted,  the  gene- 
ral government  could  hot  have  exercised  the  power, 
without  being  guilty  of  an  act  of  perfidy,  disgrace- 
ful to  the  government,  and  disreputable  to  the  Ame- 
rican character.  It  is  cruel  at  all  times  to  deceive 
the  credulous  and  unwary,  even  when  no  fatal  injury 
is  to  be  the  result;  but  to  take  advantage  of  confi- 
dence reposed,  to  plot  disaster  andTuin  against  the 
innocent  and  confiding  party,  is  crime  unpardonable, 
and  when  committed  by  a nation  is  a “reproach  to 
any  people.”  Yes,  sir,  in  the  absence  of  any  provi- 
sion, if  this  government  were  to  violate  the  faith  re- 
posed in  it  by  Virginia  and  Maryland,  then  American 
faith  might  well  become  a by-word  and  a reproach  in 
modern  times,  as  Punic  faith  was  among  the  ancients 
to  denote  the  perfidy  and  insincerity  of  the  Cartha- 
genian  character. 

I presume  no  one  will  deny  that  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District,  by  this  government,  would 
be  an  act  of  perfidy  towards  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
who  ceded  the  territory.  And  will  gentlemen  yet 
insist  that  we  should  receive  and  consider  petitions 
which  call  upon  us  to  commit  a gross  and  wilful  act 
of  perfidy?  Now  I presume  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
undertake  to  prove  that  a proposition  to  commit 
an  act  of  perfidy  ought  not  to  be  entertained  in  this 
house.  If  an  honest  and  conscientious  man  in  pri- 
vate life  would  reject  such  a proposition  with  scorn 
and  indignation,  ogght  not  the  assembled  representa- 
tives of  a Christian  people  to  do  it?  Perfidy,  which 
is  a violation  of  confidence,  of  trust  reposed,  is  a 
; crime  which,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  has  been 
stamped  with  the  deepest  reprobation,  and  which 
untutored  savages  even  look  upon  with  horror.  The 
wild  Arab  of  the  desert,  who  roams  in  quest  of 
] plunder,  and  whose  mind  has  never  been  illumined 
by  the  beams  of  Christian  light,  not  only  observes 
fhis  promise  with  scrupulous  fidelity,  but  looks  upon 
the  way-worn  traveller  who  enters  his  tent  as  invio- 
lable in  his  purse  and  person,  and  would  risk  his  life 
in  defence  of  the  guest  who  relies  upon  an  implied 
assurance  of  his  protection.  And  shall  it  be  said 
that  a Christian  people,  who  boast  of  their  civiliza- 
tion, and  of  their  regard  for  all  the  obligations  of 
'Worality  and  justice,  are  guilty  of  an  act  of  perfidy 
which  would  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  an  Arab’s 
cheek?  Will  this  government  legalize  treachery? 
Will  it  knowingly  and  wilfully  violate  the  confidence 
which  has  been  reposed  in  it?  Gentlemen  who  fa- 
vor the  views  of  the  fanatics  talk  a great  deal  about 
moral  right  and  justice.  Here  is  a case  which  af- 
fords them  an’opportunity  of  showing  their  sense  of 
moral  right:  for  there  is  a great  moral  principle  in- 
volved in  this  issue;  it  is,  whether  plighted  faith  is 
hereafter  to  be  regarded  among  men,  or  whether  it 
is  to  be  treated  as  a jest.  It  is,  whether  confidence 
is  hereafter  to  be  observed,  or  doubt  and  suspicion  to 
1 prevail  in  its  stead.  Why,  sir,  what  sort  of  a spec- 

Itacle  would  the  human  family  present  if  all  confi- 
dence were  destroyed  between  man  and  man?  Banish 
confidence  from  the  world,  and  you  produce  a social 
chaos.  Governments  exist  by  confidence;  society  is 
held  together  by  no  other  tie;  and  all  the  tender  and 
endearing  relations  of  life  would  lose  their  charm 
without  it.  Destroy  confidence,  and  then  indeed  is 
• friendship 

“but  a name, 

A charm  that  lulls  to  sleep,’’ 
and  a still  more  tender  relation  y ields  its  power  to 
“The  green-eyed  monster,  which  doth  mock 
The  meat  it  feeds  on.’’ 

Establish  the  principle  that  plighted  faith  is  not  to  be 
, regarded,  and  you  convert  man  from  a social  being 
i into  a gloomy  misanthrope.  Destroy  confidence  be- 
tween nations,  and  intercourse  must  be  suspended; 
and  where  commerce  now  spreads  her  canvass  to  the 
breeze  solitude  will  brood  over  the  bosom  of  the 
deep.  Destroy  confidence,  and  you  dissolve  the  ce- 
ment that  binds  the  union  together;  you  convert 
this  building  from  a legislative  hall  into  a castle 
of  defence;  and  where  our  stars  and  stripes  now 
wave  in  the  breeze,  armed  sentinels  will  soon  keep 
watch. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I had  intended  to  attempt  to  show 
that  the  interference  of  congress  with  the  sale  of 
slaves  between  the  states,  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  territories,  or  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the 
new  states  to  be  admitted  into  the  union,  would  be 
equally  unconstitutional,  and  violative  of  good  faith, 
as  the  interference  with  slavery  in  this  District;  but, 
having  occupied  the  time  of  the  house  so  long,  I can- 
i not  now  go  into  either  of  those  questions. 


The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adam')  I 
remarked,  in  quoting  the  language  of  another,  that 
there  was  not  one  of  the  attributes  of  the  Almighty' 
on  the  side  of  those  who  tolerate  slavery,  or  who 
would  attempt  to  quell  a servile  insurrection  by  force. 
Here  the  gentleman  has  chosen  to  forget  the  consti- 
tution and  the  law,  and  to  place  this  question  upon 
the  great  principles  of  moral  right  and  of  the  divine 
law.  I will  not  stop  to  look  at  the  direful  conse- 
quences growing  out  of  the  loose  application  of  such 
a doctrine  as  this  to  the  affairs  of  human  legislation. 
It  sweeps  away,  in  a moment,  all  the  restraints  of  law 
and  order,  and  subjects  all  social  compacts,  all  con- 
ventional agreements,  all  legislative  enactments,  to 
the  capricious  and  factious  construction  which  a blind 
and  infuriated  multitude  might  place  upon  the  prin- 
ciples and  requirements  of  the  moral  law.  It  is  dis- 
organizing, it  is  revolutionary,  and  lets  loose  upon  the 
world  all  the  tumultuous  impulses  of  human  passion. 
So  far  as  relates  to  human  government  and  to  tempo- 
ral institutions,  these  must  be  a matter  of  convention- 
al arrangement,  of  plighted  faith.  As  to  the  abstract 
and  inherent  behests  of  the  divine  law,  they  rest  only 
in  the  bosom  of  that  great  Being  who  governs  the 
world;  and  He,  in  his  appointed  time,  will  mete  out 
justice  in  due  proportion  to  the  offender  and  the  of- 
fended. And  will  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
and  his  abolition  friends  presume  to  assert  one  of  the 
attributes  of  Deity  itself?  Will  they  undertake  to 
avenge  what  they  call  in  their  fanatical  jargon  the 
accumulated  wrongs  of  an  injured  race?  How  dare 
they  be  guilty  of  Such  impious  presumption?  “Ven- 
geance is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,”  says  that  Book  which 
we  are  all  taught  to  reverence.  In  their  wild  rant 
about  justice,  they  should  recollect  that  injunction  of 
the  decalogue  which  says,  “Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy 
neighbor’s  man  servant,  nor  his  maid  servant,  nor 
any  thing  that  is  his.”  We  also  demand  nothing  but 
justice.  We  claim  to  be  let  alone,  to  be  left  free  to 
the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  that  are  guarantied  to 
us  by  the  constitution  of  our  country;  and  as  to  any 
violation  cf  justice  or  of  the  moral  law,  we  are  re- 
sponsible to  that  Being  befopc  whom  we  must  all  ap- 
pear in  judgment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  us  that  this 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  abolitionists  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  progress  of  public  opinion  which 
is  pervading  the  world.  He  referred  to  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  the 
gradual  progress  of  mental  improvement  even  in 
China  itself.  I was  really  surprised  to  hear  a man  of 
his  reach  and  power  of  understanding  advance  an  ar- 
gument on  this  subject  which  a pigmy  in  intellect  can 
overturn  in  a moment.  What!  does  he  put  the  pow- 
er of  this  house  on  a level  with  the  power  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament?  Has  he  quite  forgotten  the  consti- 
tution? Does  he  not  know  that  our  powers  are  lim- 
ited, while  those  of  parliament  are  said  to  be  omni- 
potent5 If  the  governments  of  England  and  France 
have  seen  fit  to  abolish  slavery  in  their  dominions, 
they  had  an  unlimited  right  to  do  so;  but  I have  never 
yet  heard  of  that  nation  which  has  ever  advanced  the 
claim  to  interfere  with  this  institution  on  the  soil  and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  country.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  spoke  with  much  appa- 
rent pride,  of  the  emancipation  by  England  of  the 
slaves  in  her  West  India  possessions.  If  he  is  willing 
to  know  the  workings  of  this  system,  I refer  him  to 
an  article  in  the  Edinburgh  Review*  for  January, 


♦•‘This  misunderstanding,  [between  the  managersand 
laborers],  though  the  term  is  too  mild  adequately  to  re- 
present the  existing  relation  of  the  parlies,  has  arisen 
from  the  unwise  endeavor  of  the  planters  to  compel  la- 
bor, by  the  exercise  of  a species  of  coercion  futile  for 
every  purpose  but  annoyance  and  exasperation.  It  has 
been  attempted  10  make  the  dwellings  and  the  provision 
grounds  uf  the  negroes  the  instruments  of  compelling 
them  to  work  for  the  land  owner  on  whose  plantation 
they  reside,  or  uf  reducing  their  wages.  The  language 
used  has  been,  ‘if  you  will  not  work  for  me,  you  must 
quit  immediately  your  house  and  land,’  (to  the  latter  of 
which  the  labor  of  the  tenant  has  given  its  principal 
value); ‘if  you  demand  so  much  a week  for  wages,  I de- 
mand so  much  for  rent,  or  rather  so  much  (breach  mem- 
ber of  your  family,  without  reference  to  the  actual  value 
of  the  tenement  and  its  appurtenances;  and  the  one  de. 
mand  and  the  other  shall  be  simultaneously  adjusted.’ — 
The  strong  arm  of  the  law  has  been  liberally  invoked  to 
carry  on  the  contest  commenced  on  such  grounds:  legis- 
lation has  not  been  spared  to  render  it  stronger.  The 
planters  being  the  makers,  in  some  instances  the  admi- 
nistrators of  the  laws,  enactments  of  the  most  heteroge- 
neous description  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
unfortunate  laborers.  There  are  the  contract  act,  the 
poundage  act,  the  fishery  act,  the  huckster  and  pedlar 
act,  the~pettv  debt  act,  the  police  act,  and  the  vagrant 
act,  all  of  which  (except  the  first,  which  he  does  not 
mention)  Mr.  Gurney  designates  as  ‘local  laws  opposed  to 
die  true  intent  and  purpose  of  the  act  of  emancipation.’ 
'The  petty  debt  act,’  he  says,  ‘affords  tremendous  facili- 
ties to  that  oppressive  system  of  penal  and  fictitious  rents 
which  is  now  the  very  bane  of  Jamaica.  A police,  arm- 


1811,  entitled  “Wrongs  and  Claims  of  Indian  Com- 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present 

degraded  and  unhappy  condition  of  the  emancipated 
slaves  there  needs  his  sympathy  much  more  than  do 
the  slaves  of  our  southern  states.  If  slavery  be  an 
evil,  the  • remedy  must  be  left  to  ourselves;  and  we 
need  not  the  mawkish  sensibility  of  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  our  situation  to  teach  us  our  duty 
or  our  interest. 

This  attempt  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  false  and  deceptive  in  its  character;  for 
it  cannot  be  concealed  that  the  object  is  to  gain  a 
foothold,  wherefrom  to  assail  slavery  more  effectu- 
ally in  the  states.  I know  this  was  for  a long  time 
denied;  in  fact,  at  the  commencement  of  this  agita- 
tion, we  were  told  that  they  did  not  contemplate  any 
legislative  action  whatever,  but  that  their  only  object 
was  to  exercise  a moral  influence  upon  public  opi- 
nion. But  they  have  changed  their  position.  My 
friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  King),  who,  the  other 
day,  threw  himself  so  gallantly  in  the  breach,  has 
proved  from  the  record,  from  their  own  published 
documents,  that  the  object  of  these  agitators  is  general 
abolition.  And  if  it  is  to  be  commenced  by  legisla- 
tion, will  it  not  be  continued  and  consummated  by 
legislation?  Then  1 not  only  appeal  to  southern  men, 
but  to  northern  men,  and  I ask  them  if  they  will  en- 
tertain a proposition  which  carries  deception  and 
falsehood  upon  its  very  face,  and  which  is  only  in- 
tended as  an  entering  wedge  to  the  attainment  of  an 
object  which  no  man  here  will  now  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  advocate?.  Disguise  it  as  they  may,  it  is  a 
covert  and  base  design  to  abolish,  by  legislation,  the 

institution  of  slavery  throughout  the  entire  south. 

We  all  know  the  insidious  progress  of  power,  whe- 
ther veiled  under  the  forms  of  legislation  or  exercis- 
ed by  the  absolute  will  of  one  man.  Its  approach  at 
first  is  slow  and  cautious;  but  it  gains  strength  at  each 
successive  step,  till  finally  it  “bestrides  us  like  a 
mighty  Colossus;”  and,  when  it  is  too  late,  we  must 
either  appeal  to  the  ultima  ratio  of  revolution,  or 
“find  ourselves  dishonorable  graves.”  JVoio,  now  is 
the  time  to  arrest  this  evil;  we  must  resist  it  in  the 
outset;  we  must  cutout  this  incipient  cancer  by  the 
root.  We  must  not  only  cut  off  the  head  of  this 
Hydra,  but,  like  Hercules,  we  must  apply  the  sear- 
ing iron,  to  prevent  its  return  with  still  more  horrid 
features. 

Sir,  1 will  not  attempt  to  discuss  the  isolated  ques- 
tion of  slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  states,  or  attempt 
to  prove  on  this  floor  our  right  to  our  own  property. 
All  we  have  to  say  on  this  subject  is,  if  you  want 
our  slaves,  “come  and  take  them.”  But,  before  you 
enter  upon  this  mad  crusade,  I would  advise  you  to 
count  well  the  cost  of  your  undertaking.  Before  you 
accomplish  your  purpose  you  must  march  over  heca- 
tombs of  bodies;  you  must  convert  every  one  of  our 
smiling  fields  into  a camp,  you  must  beat  every  one 
of  your  ploughshares  into  swords.  Long,  long  before 
you  reach  the  banks  of  the  Roanoke,  every  stream 
will  run  red  with  our  blood,  every  hill  will  whiten 
with  your  bones.  Attempt  this  wild  project  when 
you  will,  and,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  heathen  story, 
the  banks  of  the  Styx  will  be  lined  with  your  shiver- 
ing ghosts  for  a hundred  years  to  come.  And  the 
battle  will  not  be  fought  by  the  descendants  of  the 
Cavaliers  alone,  as  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Marshall.)  When  your  myrmi- 
dons, after  conquering  them,  shall  reach  the  borders 
of  the  old  north  state,  they  will  find  the  brawny  sons 
of  the  mountains  and  the  quiet  citizens  of  the  plains 
congregated  on  our  northern  border;  we  will  there 
form  a rampart  with  our  bodies,  over  which  you  will 
never  pass  till  you  have  planted  your  feet  upon  our 
graves.  I say  not  this  in  idle  bravado.  We  shall 
never  leave  our  homes  to  make  war  upon  you;  but  I 
warn  you  to  leave  us  unmolested — to  let  us  alone.— 
You  know  nothing,  sir,  you  know  nothing  of  the  feel- 
ings of  our  people,  determined  to  maintain  their 
rights  by  their  own  firesides,  at  the  sacrifice  of  every 
comfort,  at  the  risk  of  every  danger. 

ed  with  deadly  weapons,  is  always,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
a dangerous  expedient;  and  in  country  districts  where 
there  is  confessedly  scarcely  any  crime,  it  can  be  regard- 
ed only  as  a needless  source  of  irritation  and  alar  n.  Too 
soon  may  it  also  become  an  instrument  of  oppression  and 
cruelty.  Finally,  in  a country  where  there  is  scarcely  to 
be  found  an  instance  of  real  vagabondism,  but  where  la- 
borers are  often  compelled  to  leave  their  homes  in  search 
of  new  locations,  one  cannot  but  be  alarmed  at  the  ten- 
dency of  a law  which  subjects  every  poor  fellow  who 
may  be  found  sleeping  under  a hedge,  or  in  an  out  house 
by  the  road  side,  to  a long  term  of  imprisonment,  with 
hard  labor  in  a penal  gang.’  In  other  cases,  still  rough- 
er measures  have  been  taken  to  coerce  labor,  or  to  re- 
venge its  being  withheld:  ‘Cocoa-nut  and  broad  fruit 

trees  have  been  felled;  cottages  have  been  unroofed,  and 
sometimes  demolished;  pigs  have  been  shot;  provision 
grounds  have  been  destroyed;  tne  pleasant  fruit  of  God’s 
earth  uprooted  by  the  rude  hand  of  violence,  or  trodden 
under  ftet  by  oxen.’” 
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Sr,  f?.r  is  r^rards  flie  mere  question  of  slavery  in  I 

. say  an  ev  i 1 do  not  mean  that  its  toleration  is  a 
crime— a political  sin— but  that  it  is  a misfortune  to 
any  people  among  whom  it  exists.  Bui  if  it  were 
ten  times  greater  an  evil  than  it  is,  we  will  never 
suffer  those  who  are  uninterested  in  the  matter  to 
interfere  with  us.  There  is  a natural  repugnance  in 
man  against  the  idle  and  insolent  interference  of 
others;°and  we  never  will  be  driven  to  do  that  which, 
in  process  of  time,  we  might  have  done  from  policy 
and  from  interest.  And  I can  assure  northern  gentle- 
men that  the  course  of  the  abolitionists  has  riveted 
the  chains  of  slavery  with  double  and  triple  bolts  of 
steel.  It  has  thrown  back  the  cause  of  non-slavery 
in  the  south  at  least  a century.  Since  the  people  of 
the  north  have  taken  this  matter  in  their  keeping,  we 
no  longer  contemplate  the  time,  in  advance,  when 
slavery  is  to  cease  amongst  us.  We  had  rather  bear 
this  evil  than  that  our  enemies  should  claim  as  a 
triumph  that  which  future  policy  might  have  dictated 
to  us  to  do  of  our  own  accord. 

We  are  told  by  gentlemen  from  the  north — and  I 
am  sorry  to  see  a gentleman  from  the  south  (Mr. 
Botts,  of  Virginia)  has  taken  the  same  ground,  in  a 
card  lately  addressed  to  his  constituents — that,  if  we 
wish  peace  and  quiet  on  this  subject,  we  must  receive 
and  entertain  these  petitions.  Then  we  must  pur- 
chase peace  by  what  we  conceive  to  be  a surrender 
of  our  rights.  Can  we  be  expected  to  remain  tame 
under  such  an  alternative  as  this?  Are  gentlemen 
surprised  at  our  excitement  and  impatience  at  being 
thus  harassed?  Do  they  insist  that  we  must  not  only 
submit  to  an  invasion  of  our  rights,  but  that  we  must 
not  be  allowed  to  complain?  As  well  might  you 
blame  the  victim  at  the  stake  for  his  cries,  or  the 
worm  for  turning  when  it  is  trodden  upon.  The  dis- 
cussion on  our  part  is  of  a defensive  character.  We 
want  no  discussion;  we  call  for  no  action;  but  we 
simply  ask  to  be  let  alone.  We  are  blamed  for  the 
tone  of  defiance  and  temper  with  which  we  speak  on 
the  subject.  Gentlemen  insist — and  I am  sorry  to 
see  that  some  from  the  south  take  that  view  of  the 
matter — that  we  should  refer  and  report  upon  these 
petitions,  and  reason  with  the  agitators  upon  the  im- 
propriety of  granting  their  requests.  For  one,  I can- 
not consent  to  do  it.  I put  in  a plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court.  You  have  no  power  over  the  sub- 
ject. And  as  to  reason — what!  reason  with  fanatics? 
Attempt  to  discuss  calmly  a question  with  those  who 
are  under  the  influence  of  prejudice  and  passion? — 
You  might  as  well  attempt  to  reason  with  a madman 
upon  the  cause  of  his  malady,  or  with  a lover  upon 
the  folly  of  despondency.  Such  a tenacious  grasp 
has  fanaticism  upon  the  mind,  that  of  all  passions  it 
is  the  most  difficult  to  shake  from  its  hold.  It  is  the 
only  influence  under  which  the  human  heart  may  not 
distrust  itself.  The  poet  beautifully  expresses  this 
idea  when  he  says: 

“the  lover  may 

Distrust  the  look  which  steals  his  soul  away; 

The  babe  may  cease  to  think  that  it  can  play 

With  heaven’s  rainbow;  alehy mists  may  doubt 

The  shining  gold  their  crucible  gives  out; 

But  faith , fanatic  faith.,  once  wedded  fast 

To  some  dear  falsehood,  hugs  it  to  the  last .’’ 

And  so  with  these  abolitionists — they  are  wedded  fast 
to  a falsehood,  from  which  reason  can  never  divorce 
them.  We  are  frequently  told  that  these  abolition- 
ists, though  deluded,  are  a respectable  class,  and  con- 
scientious in  their  views.  Gentlemen  may  think  so, 
but  I doubt  it.  If  their  efforts  proceed  from  a feel- 
ing of  benevolence,  and  their  real  object  is  reform — 
if  they  are  following  the  dictates  of  duty,  why  do 
they  not  go  themselves  in  the  south  and  preach  their 
doctrines  in  person,  like  true  and  faithful  missionaries 
should  do?  If  they  were  really  sincere  and  conscien- 
tious in  their  course,  they  would  not,  like  dastardly 
cowards,  assail  us  from  their  retreats;  but  they  would 
preach  their  doctrines  to  a deluded  people  (as  they 
are  pleased  to  call  us)  even  at  the  risk  of  martyrdom 
itself.  The  assurance  of  truth  and  the  consciousness 
of  innocence  always  embolden  the  advocates  of  re- 
form; and  “the  righteous  are  always  as  bold  as  a 
lion.”  Why  do  they  not  come  amongst  us  in  the 
south?  Perhaps  they  may  convert  us  over  to  their 
opinion.  Are  they  afraid  that  if  they  come,  their 
foot-prints  will  all  tend  in  one  direction,  like  those 
of  the  beasts,  to  the  sick  lion’s  den?  The  fear  of  that 
did  not  intimidate  the  apostles  of  our  holy  religion, 
it  did  not  frighten  the  great  reformer  of  our  church, 
to  whom  this  fanatic  banditti  are  frequently  compar- 
ed, and  to  whom  I have  heard  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  (Mr.  Slade)  compare  them"  The  apostles, 
instead  of  annoying  the  senate  of  Rome  with  their 
petitions,  hoisted  the  banner  of  the  cross  and  preach- 
ed the  gospel  of  the  Saviour  in  every  land,  unterrifi- 
ed and  undismayed.  The  great  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles carried  his  doctrines  to  the  city  of  the  Caesars, 


even  when  he  knew  that  martvrdom  awaited  him. — | 

danger  of  going  to  the  Diet  at  Worms?  Said  he,  “if 
there  were  as  many  devils  there  as  there  are  tiles  on 
the  roofs  of  its  houses,  I would  go  on.”  Tell  me  not 
of  the  sincerity,  the  valor,  or  the  patriotism  of  these 
incendiaries.  If  they  possess  those  qualities  in  the 
degree  that  has  been  attributed  to  them,  they  would 
risk  something  for  the  promulgation  of  their  doctrines. 
As  they  have  assailed  our  institutions,  it  is  their  duty 
to  come  and  teach  us  our  error.  Why  do  they  not 
come,  I ask,  and  attack  our  crimes  and  our  errors 
fairly  and  openly  in  the  field  of  argument — instead  of 
skulking,  like  Seminoles,  attacking  us  from  the  ever- 
glades and  the  thickets?  Now,  I do  hope  that  gentle- 
men here,  who  approve  of  their  course,  will  persuade 
some  of  them  to  take  pity  on  the  poor  deluded  people 
of  the  south,  to  come  amongst  us  and  enlighten  us 
on  this  question.  I advise  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Adams,)  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Slade,) 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Giddings,)  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Gates,)  and  the  old  gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr. 
Mattocks)  who  talked  the  other  day  about  the 
damning  sin  of  slavery — I advise  them,  when  they 
return  home,  to  persuade  some  of  the  leaders  of 
abolitionism  in  their  districts  to  take  pity  on  our 
ignorance  in  the  south,  to  come  and  teach  the  people 
of  my  district  what  a great  curse  slavery  is.  They 
will  gain  one  point  at  least  by  coming:  they  will  con- 
vince us  of  their  sincerity.  And  although  I can- 
not answer  for  the  number  of  converts  they  may 
make,  yet  I will  promise  them  one  thing — they  shall 
be  treated  with  the  highest  consideration. 

Sir,  there  is  another  consideration  connected  with 
this  subject,  which  is  not  only  disreputable  to  the 
country,  but  a reproach  to  the  age;  and  denotes  a 
vitiated  state  of  moral  feeling  that  threatens  to  re- 
volutionize society  itself.  It  is,  that  this  crusade 
against  the  institutions  of  the  south  is,  in  a great  de- 
gree, carried  on  and  sustained  by  men  professing  to 
be  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  by — I 
almost  blush  to  say  it — women.  I believe  it  was  the 
orator  of  Roanoke  who  once  said  that  the  worst  go- 
vernment on  earth  was  a government  of  priests,  and 
the  next  worst  was  a government  of  women.  And  if 
the  movement  which  is  now  going  on  succeeds,  we 
are  in  danger  of  having  a government  of  priests  and 
women  combined.  I am  the  last  man  in  the  world 
to  say  any  thing  disrespectful  of  the  true  ministers  of 
that  holy  religion  that  was  taught  by  the  Saviour  of 
the  world  and  nothing  but  an  assurance  that  these 
men  are  belieing  their  religious  professions,  could  in- 
duce me  to  speak  of  them  with  the  freedom  which  I 
do.  I make  no  pretensions  to  piety,  yet,  from  my 
youth  upward,  I have  always  entertained  a profound 
reverence  for  that  holy  religion,  the  truth  of  which 
was  sealed  with  the  blood  of  God  himself.  And,  sir, 
I had  always  thought  that  the  tendency  of  this  reli- 
gion was  to  expand  and  elevate  the  soul;  to  lift  its 
aspirations  far  above  the  perishing  objects  of  time 
and  sense;  to  point  the  eye  of  faith  to  Heaven,  and 
to  administer  the  consolation  of  a well  spent  and  in- 
offensive life  in  the  hour  of  death.  And  is  this  bright 
vision  of  my  youth  to  be  dispelled,  “to  fly  like  fancy’s 
dream”  before  the  sad  realities  of  the  times?  No,  it 
cannot  be — it  must  not  be.  These  men  are  belieing 
their  sacred  professions;  they  profess  to  be  the  fol- 
lowers of  Him  who  said  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this 
world;  and  yet  they  are  mingling  in  the  turmoil,  and 
fanning  the  fires  of  political  strife.  They  know  not, 
and  I suppose  they  care  not,  how  much  they  are  in- 
juring the  cause  of  religion  by  violating  its  injunc- 
tions, while  pretending  to  be  actuated  by  a zeal  for 
its  success. 

Those  who  know  me  well  know  that  I am  incapa- 
ble of  any  disrespect  to  the  fairer  portion  of  creation. 
No  man  bows  with  more  sincere  devotion  to  the 
power  and  majesty  of  woman.  And  it  is  my  great 
regard,  my  inexpressible  veneration  for  the  female 
character,  my  elevated  conception  of  its  dignity  and 
its  worth,  that  cause  me  to  look  with  such  utter  abhor- 
rence upon  the  conduct  of  the  female  portion  of  abo- 
lition petitioners  here.  At  least  half  of  the  signers 
to  these  petitions,  breathing  venom  and  denunciation 
against  the  entire  south,  are  women.  Sir,  women 
have  no  business  interfering  where  men  are  contend- 
ing for  empire.  They  are  as  unfit  to  teach  us  our 
political  duties  as  they  are  to  lead  our  armies  in  war, 
or  to  conduct  our  councils  in  peace.  The  scenes  here 
are  too  exciting,  the  conflicts  too  bitter,  for  their 
tender  and  delicate  natures.  Their  business  is  to 
soothe  the  impetuous  and  hardened  nature  of  man, 
instead  of  exciting  it  into  still  more  violent  commo- 
tion. Their  empire  is  decidedly  one  of  the  heart. 
“Wherever  a lear  is  dried,  a wounded  heart 
Bound  up,  a bruised  spirit  with  the  dew 
Of  sympathy  annoinled,  or  a pang 
Of  honest  suffering  soothed — ” 

There  is  woman’s  sphere,  thpre  is  the  proper  theatre 
for  her  action.  But  when  they  Will  unsex  them- 


selves. bv  thrustinsr  themselves  into  scenes  for  which 


probation  of  their  course  is  a duty  which  we  owe  to  ■ 
others  of  her  sex,  whose  modesty  and  sense  of  pro-  I 
priety  restrain  them  within  their  own  sphere.  It  al-  1 
ways  denotes  a distempered  state  of  moral  feeling,  to  1 
see  women  busily  interfering  in  the  political  affairs  of  I 
a nation.  English  history  reads  us  many  lessons  on 
this  subject.  The  plans  and  intrigues  that  led  to  the 
elevation  of  Cromwell,  the  most  finished  hypocrite 
of  modern  history,  were  originated  and  matured  at 
the  pretended  meetings  for  prayer,  in  which  the  wo- 
men of  the  time  not  only  participated,  but  exercised 
an  important  influence.  What  sort  of  an  administra- 
tion had  England  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  when 
ministers  even  held  seals  to-day,  and  were  expelled  1 
from  office  to-morrow,  as  one  favorite  or  another  | 
happened  to  predominate  in  the  sovereign’s  affec-  I 
tions?  The  revolution  in  France  was  hurried  in  its 
progress  by  the  fish-women  of  Paris;  and  many  of  the  ' 
horrors  of  that  bloody  time  were  perpetrated  by  fe- 
male hands.  And  all  the  hypocritical  cant  of  the 
days  of  Cromwell,  all  the  disgusting  intrigue  of  the 
court  of  Charles  II,  all  the  horrid  excesses  of  the 
French  revolution,  proceeded  not  from  a more  fiendish 
spirit  than  that  which  hurpies  on,  in  their  course,  the 
abolitionists  of  the  present  day;  for  they  are  not  only 
regardless  of  the  human  suffering  which  may  result 
from  their  course,  but  the  inevitable  tendency  of  their 
measures  is  to  overthrow  the  government  itself,  aW 
thereby  extinguish  forever  the  hopes  of  freedom 
throughout  the  world. 

Now,  sir,  I think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the! 
north  and  the  south  should  understand  each  other  on  , 
this  question.  I wish  the  south  todenow  who  are  the 
friends  and  who  the  enemies  of  their  constitutional 
rights.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  I 
Adams)  has  said  this  is  the  great  question — that  it  is 
a question  between  the  north  and  the  south,  between 
liberty  and  slavery.  He  has  said  that  the  adoption 
of  the  21st  rule  at  the  last  session  was  a then  admi- 
nistration measure,  and  spoke  with  apparent  pride  of 
the  abrogation  of  this  rule,  being  the  first  measure  of 
the  whig  administration.  And  this  speech  of  his  will- 
be  printed  and  sent  abroad  to  the  world  as  having  re- 
ceived the  tacit  sanction  of  the  members  from  the 
north.  Are  northern  gentlemen  willing  to  endorse 
this  proposition?  If  they  are  not,  why  have  they  not 
disclaimed  it?  Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts is  right,  and  the  reception  of  abolition  peW 
tions  is  the  great  question  which  supercedes  a IF 
others — if  northern  gentlemen  are  to  annoy  us  eter- 
nally on  this  subject — if  all  political  and  party  dif- 
ferences are  to  be  merged  in  one  great  issue  of  sec- 
tional feeling — the  sooner  we  know  it  the  better. 
For  no  matter  what  political  differences  may  have 
existed  among  us  heretofore,  yet,  my  word  for  it,  on 
this  question  the  south  will  stand  firm  as  one  man — 
not  for  the  purpose  of  offence,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
aggression,  but  for  the  purpose  of  defending  ourselves 
against  a lawless  and  insolent  interference  with  our 
rights.  And  according  to  the  position  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  we  are  bound  to  consider 
the  rescinding  of  this  rule  at  this  time,  if  not  as  a di- 
rect attack  upon  us,  as  a tacit  sanction  of  the  mad 
measures  of  those  who  have  for  years  been  endeavor- 
ing to  light  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  for  our  dwel- 
lings, and  to  sharpen  the  knife  of  the  assassin  for  our 
throats.” 

We  know  no  party  differences  at  the  south  on  this  j: 
subject.  And  if  any  portion  or  party  in  the  north  at- 
tempt to  deprive  us  of  our  rights,  be  they  whigs  or  be  j 
they  democrats,  we  shall  regard  them  as  our  enemies,  1 
and  deal  with  them  as  such.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  any  portion  or  party  in  the  north  shall,  in  the  dis- 
charge of.jheir  constitutional  duty,  come  to  our  relief 
on  this  question,  we  are  bound,  not  only  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  gratitude,  but  of  self-preservation,  to  consi- 
der them  as  friends,  and  to  unite  with  them  as  such. 
And,  sir,  I will  take  this  occasion  to  tender  my  sin- 
cere thanks,  in  the  name  of  my  state  and  of  my  con- 
stituents, to  those  from  the  non-slaveholding  states 
who  voted  with  us  on  this  question — who  took  coun- 
sel of  their  duty  rather  than  of  their  fears. 

The  course  of  northern  gentlemen  who  have  acted 
with  us  on  this  matter  presents  an  instance  of  high 
moral  sublimity — of  noble  self-sacrificing  devotion. 
They  had  every  thing  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  at 
home,  and  yet,  in  discharge  of  a constitutional  obli- 
gation, they  have  come  to  the  relief  of  the  unoffend- 
ing south. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  it  be  recollected,  we  of  the  south 
did  not  commence  this  controversy.  We  wish  no  ex- 
citement on  this  subject:  all  we  ask  is  to  be  let  alone. 
We  wish  to  proceed  to  business  under  the  rules  of 
the  last  congress,  till  new  ones  can  be  reported;  but 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  and 
those  who  sustain  him  objected  to  this?  they  refuse 
to  move  one  step;  they  refuse  to  organize  this  house 
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till  they  have  triumphed  over  the  feelings  of  southern  l that  there  is  a moral  power  in  hem?  in  the  ri«rht.  I passion  unhe'’ornin<r  the  ardor  of  youth  and  -aatter- 
men;  and  when  complain,  M:ey  iut-ii  up«;  us  with  1 *-*'••  •** 

scorn  and  ii:SU.  - and  nc  1 - a :- 

tion.  We  know  our  position  here.  Although  we  are 
but  defending  ourselves,  yet  we  arc  taunted  with  cre- 
ating excitement.  1 call  upon  this  house  and  this 
country  to  witness  that  we  of  the  south  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  consumption  of  time  and  excite- 
ment of  feeling  growing  out  of  this  discussion.  We 
know  that  we  came  here  for  a different  purpose. — 

We  knmv  that  we  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  try- 
ing to  heal  the  sufferings,  and  to  relieve  the  currency 
and  finances  of  the  nation.  The  very  men  who  taunt 
us  with  this  delay  are  the  ones  who  suffer  themselves 
to  be  diverted  from  the  great  purposes  for  which  we 
assembled — who  neglect  the  important  interests  of 
the  country  merely  lor  the  purpose  of  pandering  to 
the  prejudice  and  bigotry  of  those  whose  very  ele- 
ment is  mischief,  and  the  success  of  whose  schemes 
must  inevitably  result  in  disunion. 

The  21st  rule  was  not  originally  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  south  to  oppress  the  north, 
as  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
in  the  fury  of  his  temper  and  the  wildness  of  his  ima- 
gination; but  it  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing the  south  against  the  unjust  aggressions  and  hy- 
pocritical philanthropy  of  a band  of  fanatics  at  the 
north,  who  are  urged  on  and  instigated  by  a few  po- 
litical discontents,  who  hate  us  and  our  institutions 
on  account  of  some  political  pique.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  said  the  object  of  southern  gen- 
tlemen, in  voting  for  this  rule,  was  to  screen  them- 
selves from  the  charge  of  abolitionism  at  home.  Is 
this  all  the  charity  that  gentleman  has  learnt  in  a life 
of  near  fifty  years  of  public  service?  What  right  has 
he  to  impugn  the  motives  of  others?  Who  made  him 
a judge  of  the  hearts  of  men?  By  what  authority  does 
he  condemn  the  motives  of  men  who  act  under  the 
same  responsibility  to  God  and  their  country  that  he 
does?  It  is  as  illiberal  and  unkind  in  him  to  make 
the  charge  he  does,  as  it  would  be  in  me  to  say  that 
his  motives,  in  pursuing  the  course  that  he  does,  is  to 
create  an  insurrection  among  the  slaves  in  the  south. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  the  rea- 
son why  we  are  not  willing  to  listen  to  the  prayers 
of  the  abolitionists  is,  that  “conscience  makes  cow- 
ards of  us  all.”  Which  is  the  most  cowardly,  to  de- 
fend our  rights  on  our  own  soil,  or  to  take  advantage 
of  our  position  to  assail  with  impunity  the  rights  of 
others?  According  to  the  code  which  prevails  in  this 
land  of  “cowards,”  as  the  gentleman  would  call  us, 
it  is  considered  the  greatest  evidence  of  cowardice 
for  any  one  to  take  advantage  of  age  or  station  to 
cast  his  insults  and  denunciations  upon  his  unoffend- 
ing neighbors.  “Cowards”  as  we  may  be,  we  have 
magnanimity  enough  to  spare  those  who  are  shielded 
by  their  irresponsibility. 

We  of  the  south,  I repeat,  are  not  responsible  for 
this  discussion,  and  the  excitement  growing  out  of 
it;  we  were  content  with  the  rule  of  the  last  session; 
we  were  opposed  to  agitating  the  subject.  But,  sir, 
if  the  issue  must  be  made,  if  the  war  must  come,  we 
are  ready  to  meet  you,  if  you  will  come  out  and  take 
your  position  in  a fair  field.  Do  not  send  your  mis- 
siles frem  your  secret  retreats,  but  come  out  boldly, 
and  we  are  ready  to  meet  you — first,  in  argument; 
and,  after  that  is  exhausted,  we  know  by  what  we 
are  to  stand.  Gentlemen  may  call  this  mere  de- 
clamation— idle  gasconade;  I have  no  doubt  they  will; 
that  is  the  usual  answer  that  right  and  justice  usual- 
ly receive  from  the  cold  heartless  voice  of  arrogance 
and  oppression.  But  no,  sir,  we  warn  you  now  to 
let  us  alone,  to  leave  us  unmolested  in  the  enjoyment 
of  our  undoubted  rights. 

If  you  are  resolved  to  force  this-  issue  upon  us,  I 
repeat  again,  I for  one  am  ready  to  meet  it.  There 
are  others  here  who  are  ready  to  meet  it — others 
whose  voices  have  been  so  often  raised  in  support  of 
constitutional  right — who  have  not  quailed  before 
oppression  at  home,  and  who  are  not  likely  to  yield 
to  it  from  abroad.  I was  pleased  at  the  gallant  man- 
ner in  which  the  gentleman  form  Maryland,  (Mr. 

Johnson),  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  King),  met 
this  question  at  the  threshold.  They  have  given 
warning  that  they  arc  ready  to  meet  the  enemies  of 
our  institutions  on  the  ramparts.  There  are  others 
here  who  are  ready  to  stand  by  them.  We  have 
taken  our  position.  We  stand  on  the  defensive.  We 
plant  ourselves  on  the  platform  of  the  constitution. 

We  ask  for  nothing  but  the  enjoyment  of  those  con- 
stitutional rights  and  privileges  guarantied  to  us  by 
the  fathers  of  the  republic.  From  this  position  we 
will  not  be  driven.  Gentlemen  are  mistaken  if  they 
suppose  they  are  to  crush  us,  and  to  trample  our 
rights  by  mere  brute  force — by  a mere  majority  of 
numbers  in  this  hall.  Those  who  are  congratulating 
themselves  with  the  idea  of  having  defeated  us,  will 
yet  find  that  the  “race  is  not  always  to  the  swift, 
nor  the  battle  to  the  strong.”  They  will  yet  find 


the  exercise  of  those  rights  by  a band  of  fanatics 

who  are  attempting  to  wield  a rod  of  terror  over 
this  hall,  and  who,  I am  sorry  to  say,  do  exercise  an 
influence  here  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  this 
house,  and  the  character  of  this  country.  It  is  not 
because  we  fear  the  assaults  of  this  seditious  clan — 
it  is  not  that  we  doubt  our  ability  to  protect  our- 
selves against  their  machinations — that  we  are  op- 
posed to  the  reception  of  their  abusive  memorials; 
but,  sir,  it  is  because  we  do  not  choose — no,  sir,  we 
do  not  choose  to  be  annoyed  by  this  insolent  inter- 
ference with  our  concerns — and  because  we  believe 
further  that  it  is  calculated  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dis- 
sension and  disunion  throughout  the  land. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  remarked  that 
these  incendiaries  were  actuated  by  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  that  depicted  in  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
state  of  Virginia — which  is  a beautiful  woman  tramp- 
ling on  the  neck  of  a tyrant,  with  the  motto,  Sic  sem- 
per tyrannis.  Yes,  sir,  and  as  long  as  Virginia  re- 
mains true  to  that  motto,  she  will  deluge  her  borders 
in  blood,  sooner  than  suffer  her  rights  and  privileges 
thus  ruthlessly  to  be  invaded.  Sir,  what  is  tyranny? 
It  is  an  unjust  and  unlawful  interference  with  the 
rights  of  others.  Why  was  George  III  denominated 
a “tyrant”  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence?  It 
was  because  he  dared  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of 
the  colonies — rights  which  were  guarantied  to  the 
subjects  of  the  British  crown  by  the  usages  of  ages, 
and  the  laws  of  the  realm.  And  whenever  you  of  the 
north  attempt  to  encroach  upon  the  constitutional 
privileges  of  us  of  the  south,  we  shall  regard  you  as 
attempting  to  play  the  part  of  tyrants,  and  we  will 
treat  you  as  such.  We  oppose  to  your  assaults  the 
same  motto  as  the  Virginia  arms — Sic  semper  tyran- 
nis. And  whenever  you  attempt  to  rob  us  of  our 
rights,  you  will  find,  not  a beautiful  woman,  for  we 
do  not  call  upon  women  to  fight  our  battles,  as  your 
incendiaries  do,  but — men,  yes,  men  with  stout  hearts 
and  strong  arms,  trampling  you  under  our  feet,  and 
your  crown  and  sceptre  trailing  in  the  dust. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  took  the  dar- 
ing ground  that  although  this  government  might  not 
disturb,  in  the  first  instance,  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  the  states  of  this  union,  yet  it  might  interpose  as 
the  treaty-making  power,  in  case  of  a servile  insur- 
rection, even  to  the  extent  of  universal  emancipa- 
tion. This  is  the  boldest  ground  I have  ever  heard 
assumed,  even  by  the  most  ultra  abolitionists.  Ts 
such  language  as  this  to  be  proclaimed  on  this  floor, 
and  to  be  passed  over  without  notice — especially 
when  we  consider  the  high  source  whence  it  comes? 
And  are  we  to  be  charged  with  creating  “agitation,” 
when  we  rise  to  protest  against  it?  When  such  lan- 
guage is  used  here,  “I  will  speak,  though  hell  itself 
should  gape,  and  bid  me  hold  my  peace.”  Interpose 
as  the  treaty-making  power?  Between  whom?  Be- 
tween the  slaves  and  their  masters?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  pretend  to  say  that,  in 
case  of  a servile  insurrection,  the  slaves  would  man- 
tain  the  position  of  an  independent  belligerant  pow- 
er? How  can  this  be,  when  slaves  are  recognised 
as  property  in  the  constitution — virtually  property, 
as  much  as  our  lands,  and  the  stock  that  grazes  them. 
IIow  can  this  government  constitutionally  interfere 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  political  privileges  to  our 
slaves,  when  they  are  not  recognized  as  citizens  in 
that  instrument,  or  as  entitled  to  any  political  rights 
whatever?  Does  he  not  see  to  what  an  absurdity 
this  argument  would  lead  him?  Suppose  the  agra- 
rian mobs  in  your  northern  cities  were  to  raise  in 
commotion,  and  attempt  to  appropriate  to  themselves 
the  property  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
honest  man’s  industry.  Suppose  they  were  to  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  laws — prove  too  strong  for  the  civil  pow- 
er— and  threaten  to  overthrow  the  authority  qf  the 
local  government,  against  which  they  might  be  in 
arms.  Will  it  be  pretended  that  this  government 
might  interpose  in  such  case  as  the  treaty-making 
power  to  the  extent  of  satisfying  the  inordinate  de- 
mands of  these  insurrectionists,  by  securing  to  them 
the  property  which  they  had  taken  by  violence? — 
Such  argument  is  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  constitution  provides  for  enforcing  a violation  of 
its  express  provisions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  scene  exhibited  in  this  house  for 
the  last  few  days  must  be  humiliating  to  every  high 
minded  American  citizen,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
evil  consequences  likely  to  result  from  it,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  spectacle  afforded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams).  Here  is  a man  who 
has  filled  the  highest  office  in  this  land  of  freedom 
applying  the  fire-brand  to  the  very  fabric  which  was, 
in  a great  part  reared  by  his  venerated  father.  Here 
is  a man,  over  whose  head  has  passed  seventy  sum- 
mers, who,  instead  of  exhibiting  the  sober  discretion 
and  calm  philosophy  of  age,  is  indulging  in  gusts  of 


lyi's,  for  their  devotion  to  Ifis  cause.  Here  is  a man 

who  instead  of  attempting  to  uphold  the  institu- 
tions over  which  he  once  presided;  instead  of  trying 
to  cement  that  union,  without  which  liberty  itself  is 
an  abstraction,  has  unfurled  the  blood-red  flag  of  in- 
surrection, and  has  invited  the  slave  to  obliterate  the 
brand  of  his  servitude  with  his  master’s  blood.  He 
has  virtually  said  to  our  slaves — and  his  declaration 
has  gone  abroad  on  the  wings  of  the  wind — if  you 
wish  the  interposition  of  this  government,  you  must 
first  raise  the  standard  of  revolt.  He  has  virtually 
said  to  them  commence  the  w'ork  of  rapine  and  mur- 
der; spread  desolation  and  dismay  throughout  your 
land;  apply  to  us  with  your  hands  reeking  with 
slaughter,  we  can  then  interpose,  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restoring  peace,  we  will  come  in  as  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  will  stipulate  for  your 
“universal  emancipation.”  If  the  spirits  of  the  de- 
parted were  allowed  to  revisit  this  world,  such  lan- 
guage would  have  been  sufficient  to  exorcise  from 
their  graves  the  ghosts  of  our  revolutionary  fathers, 
and  cause  them  to  stalk  in  gloomy  consternation 
through  this  hall.  But,  sir,  they  are  gone,  gone  to 
enjoy  the  rewards  of  the  faithful,  and  with  them  the 
virtue  and  patriotism  of  their  names  seem  to  have 
departed.  But  that  I know  any  advice  I might  give  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  be  treated  with 
sullen  contempt,  I would  advise  him  to  curb  his  un- 
ruly temper.  I would  suggest  to  him  that  all  the 
learning  of  the  schools,  all  the  experience  of  years, 
all  the  honors  of  station,  in  the  absence  of  temper 
and  discretion,  without  a due  exercise  of  charity  for 
the  opinions  and  feelings  of  others,  are  but  “as  sound- 
ing brass  and  a tinkling  cymbal.”  I would  advise 
him  to  read  again  a poem  which  I presume  he  has 
often  read,  but  by  which  he  seems  never  to  have  pro- 
fited. I mean  Haley’s  “Triumphs  of  Temper,”  and 
especially  these  last  four  lines: 

“Virtue’s  an  ingot  of  Peruvian  gold. 

Sen-e  the  bright  ore  Potosi’s  mines  unfold, 

But  temper's  image  must  their  pow’r  create, 

And  stamp  these  precious  ores  with  sterling  weight.” 
Mr.  Speaker  I would  make  an  appeal  to  our  north- 
ern brethren  here,  but  that  I know  the  complaints  of 
the  injured  are  always  treated  with  scorn  by  the  op- 
pressor. I would  appeal  to  them,  in  the  name  of 
justice,  not  to  attempt  to  rob  us  of  our  acknowledged 
rights.  I would  appeal  to  them,  in  the  name  of 
Christian  benevolence,  to  cease  this  warfare  against 
their  own  brethren,  the  descendants  of  a commit 
ancestry,  the  participators  of  one  common  inheri- 
tance of  freedom.  1 would  appeal  to  them,  by  the 
expended  blood  and  treasure  of  our  fathers,  by  the 
example  which  they  set  us,  and  the  precepts  which 
they  taught  us,  not  to  destroy  by  faction,  the  work 
of  their  common  hands.  I would  appeal  to  them,  in 
the  name  of  the  constitution,  not  to  overleap  those 
barriers  which  the  sages  of  past  erected  around  the 
rights  of  the  states.  Above  all,  sir,  I would  appeal 
to  them  in  the  name  of  this  glorious  union,  without 
which  I cannot  contemplate  liberty  except  as  an  ide- 
ality— which  is  the  terror  of  tyrants,  and  which  is 
identified  with  the  hopes  of  freedom  throughout  the 
world — which  imparts  to  the  star-spangled  banner 
its  glory,  and  to  the  American  citizen  his  port  of 
noble  bearing  in  every  land — which  is  fast  sending 
the  blessings  of  free  government,  of  civilization,  and 
I of  the  Christian  faith  through  the  trackless  forests 
t that  stretch  towards  the  shores  of  the  Pacific — by 
this  union  I would  appeal  to  them,  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  faction  before  it  shall  be  too  late;  to  stop 
the  march  of  fanaticism  before  it  shall  have  under- 
mined the  very  foundations  of  our  political  fabric. 
Sir,  we  are  apt  to  undervalue  those  blessings  to  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  from  childhood,  and  whose 
deprivations  we  have  never  felt.  We  never  know 
the  value  of  health  till  we  are  prostrated  by  sick- 
ness— we  never  appreciate  the  blessing  of  friendship 
till  we  are  deprived  of  its  aid — or,  as  the  poet  beau- 
tifully expresses  it, 

“How  blessings  brighten  as  they  take  tbeir  flight.” 
j And  so  it  is  with  this  happy  union.  We  never  shall 
know  how  to  estimate  its  value  until  it  shall  be  sever- 
ed by  discord  and  faction.  We  of  the  south  love 
! this  union,  because  it  secures  to  us  our  liberties;  but 
I we  shall  hate  it  in  turn,  when  it  is  converted  into  an 
engine  of  tyranny.  And  when  the  cloud  of  civil 
commotion  shall  lower  over  our  political  horizon, 
and  strife  and  dissension  shall  stalk  through  the 
land — when  the  pillars  of  this  fair  fabric  of  freedom 
shall  begin  to  crumble,  and  the  citadel  of  our  na- 
tional glory  is  toppling  into  ruin — when  brothers’ 
i hands  shall  reek  with  brothers’  slaughter,  and  the 
sun  of  our  liberty  shall  go  down  in  blood — then,  and 
not  till  then,  shall  we  appreciate  the  blessings  of  this 
j union,  which  a reckless  fanaticism  is  now  shaking  to 
its  centre. 
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Anttgda-  The  governor  issued  a proclamaiion  on 
the  27ih  September,  setting  forth  that  in  consequence  of 
the  alarming  scarcity  of  the  provisions  in  the  island,  such 
slocks  of  provisions  as  are  remaining  in  store  shall  not 
be  exported  from  the  island  until  further  notice.  We 
were  almost  in  a similar  state  the  other  day,  when  five  or 
six  vessels  arrived  front  America  laden  noth  provisions. 

Barbadoes  Globe,  October  9. 

Boston.  Coasting  trade.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  are  no  official  reports  which  show  the  amount  of 
the  coasting  trade.  That  of  the  city  of  Boston  has  been 
for  many  years  rapidly  increasing,  in  a greater  ratio  than 
the  foreign  trade.  According  to  a statement  in  yester- 
day’s Transcript,  it  appears  that  the  import  of  cotton  at 
this  port,  from  the  1st  Oct.  1840  to  1st  Oct.  1841,  amount- 
ed to  144,582  bales,  of  which  101,264  bales  were  shipped 
direct  to  manufacturers  or  their  agents.  The  import  of 
last  year  was  117,594  bales,  and  of  1839,  104,268. 

Bank  Items.  The  official  return  of  the  quarterly  ave- 
rages of  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  England 
from  July  20  to  October  12,  was,  circulation,  £17,592,000; 
deposites,  £7,529,000;  securities,  £23,428,000;  bullion, 
£4,713,000;  being  an  increase  compared  with  the  last 
quarterly  account  of  £111,000  in  the  circulation,  and  a 
diminution  of  £523  000  in  the  deposites,  of  £139,000  in 
the  secut ities,  and  $262,000  in  the  bullion. 

Mr.  Jaudon,  in  behalf  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
has  notified  the  holders  of  the  loan  for  £900,000  sterling, 
contracted  at  Paris  26th  December,  1839,  that  the  United 
States  bank  of  Pennsylvania  will  not  be  able  to  reim- 
burse the  half  of'  that  loan  payable, according  to  contract, 
on  15th  October.  He  therefore  asked  a postponement 
for  a year,  offering  a bonus  of  £45,000,  or  1 per  cent,  on 
the  amount  payable.  Security  for  this  amount,  in  the 
shape  of  debentures  withdrawn  from  circulation,  were 
deposited  with  Messrs.  Rothschild,  and  as  the  creditors 
have  little  option  in  the  matter,  the  offer  would  doubtless 
be  accepted. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  says:  “We  understand  that, 
in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  against 
Steenbergen  and  his  alleged  endorser,  (col.  Andrew 
Beirne),  in  the  court  of  Rockingham  county,  before 
Judge  Smith,  judgment  has  gone  in  favor  of  the  defen- 
dant. The  sum  in  question  was  very  large.” 

There  was  to  be  a meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  dif- 
ferent banks  in  New  Orleans  on  the  1st  instant,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  stated  to  be  to  consider  the  subject  of  a 
resumption,  and  to  bring  about,  if  possible,  such  an 
event. 

A correspondence  has  passed  between  a convention 
organized  by  public  meetings  of  the  citizens  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  banks  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  with  a view  of 
inducing  the  banks  to  receive  at  par  and  pay  our  the 
ml ti more  and  Ohio  rail  road  orders,  of  which  about 
$1,500,000  are  in  circulation  and  which  constitutes  al- 
most the  entire  currency  under  five  dollars,  of  the  Mary- 
land community.  They  have  been  gradually  diminish 
ing  in  current  value  until  Wednesday  the  brokers  asked 
11  per  cent,  to  exchange  bankable  paper  for  them.  The 
banks  finally  declined  to  receive  them.  During  the  ne- 
gotiation the  following  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  Ma- 
ryland banks  was  elicited: 

Table  of  circulation  and  specie  of  banks  in  Baltimore. 
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The  Jacksonville  bank  of  Florida  has  resumed  specie 
payments,  and  is  ready  to  redeem  all  its  liabilities  in  gold 
and  silver.  It  has,  also,  made  arrangements  for  the  re- 
demption of  its  notes  in  New  York,  at  one  and  a half 
per  cent,  discount. 

Cotton  Market.  A number  of  items  of  interest  will 
be  found  under  our  foreign  articles. 

Bombay  Price  Current,  August  28.  Towards  the  close 
of  last  month  the  cotton  market  experienced  a decline, 
but  since  the  arrival  of  the  overland  mail,  prices  have 
improved  and  purchases  have  been  made  on  an  exten- 
sive scale.  The  next  crops  will  probaby  be  large,  favor- 
able accounts  of  the  weather  having  been  received  from 
all  districts. 

Texian  cotton.  The  honorable  A.  Hutchinson,  in  a 
letter  to  his  excellency,  M.  B.  Lamar, president  of  Texas, 
describes  at  some  length  a species  of  cotton  found  in  the 
western  partot  Texas,  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  term 
the  silk  cotton,  owing  to  its  superior  fineness  and  white- 
ness. It  is  said  to  be  of  luxuriant  growth,  and  is  gene- 
rally regarded  as  of  the  South  Sea  variety. 

The  cotton  crop.  We  passed,  in  our  route,  through  the 
counties  of  Baker,  Earlv,  Lee,  Randolph,  Stewart,  Sump- 
ter, Macon,  Dooly,  Pulaski.  &c.  and  we  take  pleasure 
in  stating  upon  the  authority  of  numerous  individuals, 
as  well  as  our  own  observation,  that  the  cotton  crop  in 
that  section  of  Georgia  will  yield  at  least  one  third  more 
than  any  crop  within  ten  years  past:  in  fact,  that  the  pre- 
sent crop  is  by  far  the  best  ever  known  in  that  country. 
We  are  informed  that  one  gentleman  in  Baker  county 
would  make  fifteen  bales  to  the  hand  this  season.  Any 
person  who  may  be  deposed  to  doubt  this  statement  can 


be  furnished  with  names,  testifying  to  its  authenticity,  by 

calling  on  us.  Sundc-svitle  (S.  C.)  Telescope. 

Wist  ram  Coffin,  the  common  ancestor  of  all  in  this 
country  who  bear  that  name,  came  from  Brixton,  county 
of  Derbyshire,  England,  in  the  year  1642,  settled  at  Salis- 
bury, Massachusetts,  and  thence  removed  in  1662  to 
Nantucket,  where  he  died  October2, 1681 — one  hundred 
and  sixty  years  ago.  In  the  year  1691  his  descendants 
were  estimated  at  740;  in  1722,  at  1,580;  and  in  1827 — 105 
years  afterwatds — at  twenty-five  thousand — a fourth  part 
of  whom,  at  least,  were  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  “the 
nucleus  of  the  Coffin  family.’’ 

Deaths.  Amongst  the  deaths  of  which  we  have  re- 
ceived accounts  during  the  week,  was  that  of  capt.  -S.  B. 
Grijfing,  master  of  the  N.  Y.  packet  ship  Montreal,  who 
was  found  dead  on  opening  the  cabin  of  the  ship  whilst 
lying  in  St.  Katherine’s  dock,  supposed  to  be  occasioned 
by  an  ashmatic  disease  to  which  he  was  subiect. 

At  Washington,  on  the  6th  inst.  Thomas  Dungun,  esq. 
of  the.  treasury  department,  aged  about  6S  years. 

Editors.  Queen  Victoria  has  no  scruples  with  regard 
to  the  promotion  of  editors  to  high  stations  of  honor. — 
Immediately  after  the  late  political  struggle,  she  conferred 
a baronetcy  on  John  Eastliope,  esq.  the  able  and  dis- 
tinguished conductor  of  the  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
the  leading  organ  of  liberal  politics  in  England. 

Elections.  The  Massachusetts  election  took  place  on 
the  7th  instant.  We  have  sufficient  of  the  returns  to 
ascertain  that  Governor  Davis,  (Whig),  is  re-elected  by 
a considerable  majority — and  that  there  will  be  a whig 
majority  in  each  branch  of  the  legislature.  The  full  re- 
turns will  reach  us  in  time  for  the  next  number. 

The  Michigan  election  took  place  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  has  resulted  in  a decided  Van  Buren  victory.  The 
Van  Buren  candidate  for  governor  will  have  a large  ma- 
jority, and  each  branch  of  the  legislature  will  have  a ma- 
jority of  Van  Buren  members. 

Kentucky.  The  special  election  for  a representative 
from  Henry  county,  results  iu  the  choice  of  Elijah  H. 
Nutall,  esq.  Van  Buren,  by  about  150  majority  over  his 
whig  opponent. 

In  Nelson,  Mr.  Wickliffe,  whig,  has  been  elected  over 
Mr.  Howell,  also  a whig,  by  2 or  300  votes,  in  place  of  J. 
P.  Hardin,  esq.  resigned. 

Exchange.  London,  the  9th  October. 

Amsterdam,  3m.  12. 4j  florins  and  stivers  forll.  stg. 
Rotterdam  12.4|  do  “ 1 do. 

Antwerp  12.3^  do  “ 1 do. 

Hamburg  1 3. 10g  marcs  & s.  banco  “ 1 do. 

Paris  25.72g  francs  & cents  “ 1 do. 

Lisbon,  60  ds.  52|  pence  stg.  “ 1 milrea. 

Genoa,  3m.  25.75  lire  ne  & cents  “ K.  stg. 

Leghorn  30.20  lire  “ 11.  stg. 

Flour.  Tile  information  by  the  steamers  from  Eng- 
land has  had  the  effect  to  improve  the  prices  of  flour 
very  slightly.  Tuesday  before  receiving  the  new,  sales 
were  made  in  Batunore  at  $5  75  and  on  Thursday  at 
$5  81  and  $5  87|.  The  inspections  of  last  week  amount- 
ed to  13.180  barrels  and  695  half  barrels. 

Liverpool,  Oct.  15.  The  duty  upon  foreign  wheat  has 
advanced  to  20s.  8d.  on  peas  to  5s.  per  quarter,  on  flour  to 
12s.  5d.  per  barrel,  and  upon  all  other  foreign  grain  is  in- 
creased one  step  over  the  rates  payable  in  the  week  end- 
ing yesterday.  The  impost  on  British  colonial  wheat  is 
now  5s.  per  quarter,  and  on  flour  3s.  per  barrel. 

Liverpool,  Oct.  20.  The  stocks  of  toreign  wheat  and 
flour,  which  were  liberated  here  on  and  since  the  23d  of 
September,  have  gone  rapidly  into  consumption,  and  we 
have  now  no  great  choice  of  samples  of  either;  still  prices 
have  not  advanced  more  than  a few  pence  per  bushel  on 
the  former  and  about  3s.  per  barrel  on  the  latter  since  the 
4th  instant. 

Holders  continue  very  firm,  as  the  secondary  quality 
and  inferior  condition  of  a portion  of  English  wheat  crop, 
and  the  very  damp  state  of  a great  part  of  the  Irish,  with 
the  well  ascertained  deficiency  in  the  yield,  will  go  far 
towards  speedily  clearing  off  stocks  of  old,  and  render  a 
large  importation  from  abroad  necessary,  as  early  in  the 
coming  year,  as  supplies  can  be  made  available, 

ROBERT  MAKIN  & SONS. 

A correspondent  of  tite  New  York  American  writes 
from  Liverpool,  October  20th. 

I he  corn  market  has  been  tending  upwards,  owing 
partly  (p  the  advance  in  duty  on  foreign  corn,  and  to  the 
reports  of  injury  to  the  remainder  of  the  crops  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland  by  the  late  rains. 

Free  flour  is  now  selling  at  36s.  6J.a33s.  per  barrel. 

There  were  80,883  barrels  flour  and  41,893  bushels 
wheat  delivered  from  the  Erie  canal  during  the  first  week 
in  November. 

Mr.  Secretary  Forsyth.  We  have  heard  two  cha- 
racters ul  this  departed  statesman.  1st.  That  he  has  been 
pronounced  by  British  diplomatists  to  have  been  the  only 
public  man  in  his  administration  on  whose  word  the 
slightest  reliance  could  be  placed.  2d.  That  he  was  the 
worst  tempered  man  in  the  union,  and  that  England  had 
sent  the  worst  tempered  man  in  her  dominions  (tite  pre- 
sent ambassador)  lo  be  in  daily  communion  with  him. 

[Toronto  Patriot. 

Hogs.  Large  supplies  of  live  hogs  are  arriving  at  our 
markets— prices  range  in  Baltimore  from  $3  31  to  $3  50 
per  1U0  pounds.  Polk  by  wagons  $3  75. 

Hunters’ Lodges.  When  President  Tyler’s  proclama- 
tion cautioning  against  unlawful  associations  upon  tile 
frontier  reached  England,  it  gave  tite  host  of  news  mona- 
ers  and  panic  make’rs  quite  a feast  of  fat  things.  They 


have  85.000  members  of  Hunter’s  lodges  enlisted  and 

organized  for  us.  Tin  London  Morning  Herald  of  the 
24th  October,  insists  thai  an  extensive  league  has. been 
formed  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  invading 
and  robbing  Canada,  and  murdering  its  inhabitants;  that 
it  is  presided  over  by  Col.  Johnson,  vice  president  under 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  and,  a Mr.  Scott,  nephew  to  the  re- 
cently appointed  commander-in-chiefof  the  United  States 
army,  that  the  grand  eagle  of  these  lodges  is  Mr.  Caleb 
Cushing,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives  on  foreign  relations,  a gentleman  who 
was  appointed  to  that  responsible  position  in  consequence 
of  his  concurrence  in  the  general  views  of  Mr.  Tyler’s 
cabinet — a position  too,  which  necessarily  procures  a 
decree  of  confidence  from  the  secretary  of  state,  so  that 
Mr.  Cushing  may,  if  so  minded,  convert  that  confidence 
into  a means  of  aiding  the  accursed  and  diabolical 
schemes  of  his  alleged  confederates. 

Among  others  charged  with  being  engaged  in  these 
lodges,  are  the  names  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  St  Albans,  Gov. 
Fairfield,  of  Maine,  Gov.  Mason,  of  Michigan,  and  Lr. 
Gov.  Bradish  of  New  York.  No  wonder  war  seemed 
inevitable. 

Tite  terrified  London  Journal,  afrer  making  these  fear- 
ful disclosures,  proceeds  to  read  the  president  a lecture 
as  to  what  he  must  do  in  the  exigency;  which 'will,  no 
doubt,  have  all  due  weight  whenever  the  contingency  in 
question  shall  arrive,  meantime  we  must  all  feel  grateful 
for  such  friendly  admonition) 

New  Orleans.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  3d  inst. 
announces-that  the  3'ellow  fever  has  disappeared.  The 
reports  of  the  board  of  health  may  show  now  and  then 
an  isolated  case  of  death  front  this  cause;  hut  as  an  epi- 
demic, or  even  as  a source  of  danger  to  the  new  comer, 
its  terrors  have  departed. 

Presidential  convention.  A correspondent  in  the 
St.  Louis  Argus  proposes  the  holding  a national  con- 
vention of  the  Van  Buren  party,  in  Baltimore,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  1842,  for  the  twofold  object 
of  nominating  a president  and  vice  president  and  taking 
some  action  in  relation  to  the  resumption  and  specie 
paying  of  banks,  and  proposing  a radical  reform  in  the 
entire  banking  system. 

Printers  in  London.  There  are  at  present  in  Lon- 
don 1200  unemployed  compositors  and  pressmen;  many 
of  them  with  large  families,  and  in  a state  of  absolute 
starvation.  Their  present  condition  is  caused  by  the 
depressed  state  of  the  bookselling  and  publishing  trade, 
by  the  little  business  done  by  parliament,  and  by  (lie  sub- 
stitution of  mechanical  power  for  human  labor. 

[London  Times. 

Specie-  According  to  a table  published  in  the  New 
York  Express  of  Saturday,  theexport  of  specie  from  the 
1st  to  the  27 th  of  October,  amounted  to  $1,269,181,  of 
which  $1,135,052  was  silver,  and  $134,129  gold. 

Mexican  dollars  are  quoted  in  New  York  at  2j  flat. 

'Phe  Chilicoihe  (Ohio)  Advertiser  states  that  tite  bank 
of  Chilicothe,  last  week,  shipped  between  sixty  and  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie  to  New  York.  Large 
sums  have  also  lately  been  drawn  from  St,  Louis,  (Mis- 
souri.) These  shipments,  from  points  so  remote,  indicate 
the  imperious  character  of  the  foreign  demand  for  coin, 
and  is  equally  demonstrative  of  the  ruinous  nature  of  the 
trade  in  which  the  country  is  engaged. 

Stocks.  London  Oct.  20 th.  American  stocks  remain 
without  any  improvement,  and  indeed  the  apprehensions 
concerning  them  have  increased.  Some  New  York  state 
stock  has  been  sold  at  79  to  78  per  cent.  Ohio  is  offered 
at  85  per  cent..  Louisiana  at  77  per  cent.  United  States 
bank  shares  find  buyers  at  11.  2s.  6d. 

Sales  at  New  York  on  the  8th  inst.,  5000  New  York 
state  at  85;  5000  Ohio  sixes  of ’56,  90;  1000  Kentucky 
sixes  81;  60u0  Illinois  sixes  1870,  42j  a 43;  5000  Indiana 
dollar  bonds  44,  at  12  m.,  3000  do."44j;  U.  S.  Bunk  4^, 

Bieknell’s  Reporter  says  that  the  money  circles  in 
Philadelphia  iast  week  w ere  somewhat  feverish,  although 
the  out  door  rates  ranged  from  7 to  9 perct.  per  annum 
on  first  rate  paper.  Several  of  our  banks  declared  semi 
annual  dividends.  In  no  ins'ance  was  higher  than 
nine  per  cent,  declared;  while  tite  Gi  ard,  in  order  to 
save  ns  charter,  only  distributed  one  cent  a share.  The 
truth  is — several  of  our  banks  have  large  portions  of  their 
capital  locked  up  by  the  debt  due  them  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States;  and  hence,  having  but  little  funds  to 
trade  upon,  they  must  have  made  very  little  money.— 
Stocks  continue  frightfully  low.  Girard  sold  a day  or 
two  ago  as  low  as  22 j for  50  The  United  States  has 
gone  down  to  almost  nothing,  having  in  several  instances 
sold  ns  low  as  3L  The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  is  quoted, 
at  200  and  205 — while  the  Bank  of  Philadelphia  sells  at 
60 — or  40  per  ct.  below  par.  The  truth  is,  we  are  in  a 
sad  way  in  Pennsylvania  with  regard  to  money  and  bank 
matters. 

Toracco.  London,  October  20.  Some  parcels  of  very 
low  Virginia  have  chaaged  hands  at  2Jd.  to  2|d.  per  lb. 
but  in  the  expectation  of  news  font  America,  holders 
of  late  have  generally  kept  from  the  market;  there  is, 
however,  little  disposition  to  purchase,  and  the  market 
can  h trdly  be  said  to  have  opened  as  yet. 

In  our  market  this  article  maintains  former  quota- 
tions— receipts  at  Baltimore,  light.  Inspections  of  the 
last  week  470  lthds.  Maryland,  77  Ohio,  10  Virginia  and 
2 stems — total  560. 

Wheat,  advanced  in  prices  in  Baltimore,  on  receipt 
of  the-  last  information  from  England,  from  $1  25  for 
prime  Maryland  red,  to  $1  2Sal  32;  Pennsylvania  $1  30; 
prime  Illinois  ted  (via  New  Orleans)  $1  32. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


Fifth  series. — No.  12. — Vol.  XI.] 


BALTIMORE,  NOVEMBER  20,  1841. 


[Vol.  LXI. — Whole  No.  1,573. 


THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  FIVE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


CONTENTS  OF  NO.  12,  VOL.  11. 

Foreign  Affairs — Texas , disturbances  by  Mexicans, 
civil  factions,  arrival  of  the  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  Mex- 
ico, revolution  in  completed;  change  of  administration, 
Central  America,  Carrera  wounded. 

National  Affairs — Appointments,  consuls,  &c.  cor- 
respondence of  President  Tyler  with  citizens  of  New 
Kent,  Va.  Judge  McCaleb,  special  election  in  Va.  ru- 
mored resignation,  J.  Q.  Adams,  H.  Clay,  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Mr.  Dawson,  card  from  Allan  McNab,  Grogan  af- 
fair, diplomatic  correspondence,  .southwestern  currency 
convention,  cotton  trade,  northeastern  boundary,  presi- 
dential vetoes. 

Army— General  orders  No.  70;  movement  of  troops; 
fortification  armaments;  site  suggested  for  western  ar- 
mory; operations  in  Florida;  death;  meeting  of  clergy- 
men in  respect  to. 

Navy — Sentences  of  court  martial  reversed;  letter  of 
the  secretary  of,  respecting  the  frigate  Raritan;  Captain 
Bolton. 

States  of  the  Union — Rhode  Island , session  of  legis- 
lature; Massachusetts,  election,  negro  legislator,  school 
statistics;  Vermont,  whig  convention,  resolutions  and  ad- 
dress, resolutions  of  legislature  in  respect  to  tariff,  &c.; 
New  York,  strength  of  parties  in  legislature,  native  Ame- 
rican party;  New  Jersey,  adjournment  of  legislature,  law 
suit;  Virginia,  resolutions  by  convention  at  Christian- 
burg  for  a southwestern  road;  Georgia,  session  of  legisla- 
ture, extracts  from  Gov.  McDonald’s  message;  Tennessee, 
number  of  voters  in,  legislative  proceedings. 

Home  Industry — Free  trade  and  protection  to  Ame- 
rican industry  by  Isaac  K.  Lippincott. 

McLeod  case — Review  of  Judge  Cowert's  opinion. 

Chronicle. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


TEXAS. 

The  Austin  Sentinel  of  Sept.  30,  gives  an  account 
of  a Mexican  foray  made  in  Refugio  county  and 
on  San  Patricio,  about  the  18th  of  September. 

Society.  It  appears  that  Shelby  co.  (Texas)  is 
divided  into  two  violent  parties,  termed  Regulators 
and  Moderators.  The  former  are  two  to  one,  and 
several  bloody  fights  have  occurred.  After  giving  a 
histoiy  of  their  origin  and  some  of  their  deeds,  the 
San  Augustine  Red  Lander  of  the  21st  ult.  adds; 
“While  in  this  state  of  party  organization,  several 
persons  were  killed  and  wounded  on  each  side; 
among  them  some  valuable  citizens,  and  some  whose 
lives  were  especially  sought,  as  offenders  against  the 
laws.  The  colonel  commandant  of  the  militia  of 
San  Augustine  county  has  received  orders  to  draught 
two  hundred  men  to  quell  the  traitorous  factions. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter 
Jackson,  Lieutenant  Grover,  from  Galveston,  late 
intelligence  has  been  received  from  Texas  and  the 
Santa  Fe  expedition.  The  cutter  left  Galveston  on 
the  31st  October.  At  the  time  of  her  departure,  the 
Texian  navy,  consisting  of  the  sloop  of  war  Austin, 
and  the  brigs  Archer,  Wharton  and  Zavala,  were  fitting 
out  for  an  expedition  against  Mexico  to  be  carried 
on  in  concert  with  the  government  of  Yucatan.  We 
shall  probably  soon  hear  of  the  two  parties  having 
come  to  blows. 

The  news  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Santa  Fe  expe- 
dition received  per  Galveston  papers  of  the  26th  ult. 
will  be  gratifying  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans, 
several  of  whom  have  friends  and  relatives  engaged 
in  that  enterprise.  The  Galvestonian  says  that  the 
commissioners  and  volunteers  had  been  cordially  re- 
ceived by  the  citizens  of  Santa  Fe.  The  trade  in 
that  place  was  brisk  and  tranquillity  prevailed. 

[N.  0.  Bee. 

MEXICO. 

The  schooner  Waterwitch,  Capt.  Arnous,  which  ar- 
rived fromV  era  Cruz,  brings  confirmation  of  the  intel- 
ligence published  by  us  a few  days  since. 

Another  Revolution  is  effected.  Santa  Ana 
is  at  the  head  of  the  government,  and  Bustamente  has, 
probqbly,  by  this  time,  left  for  Europe.  It  appears 
that  a convention  has  been  held  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  had  deposed  Bustamente  and  given  supreme 
power  to  Santa  Ana  in  his  stead.  The  New  Orleans 
Bee  says;  We,  have  no  doubt  the  convention  acted 
upon  the  principle  of  supporting  the  strongest  party, 
and  it  is  altogether  likely  that  had  Bustamente  van- 
quished Santa  Ana,  he  would  have  received  from  the 
convention  those  marks  of  favor  which  are  now  ex- 
tended to  his  rival.  Success  renders  most  things 
lawful.  Still  the  convention  appears  to  have  acted 
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with  some  discretion  in  appointing  Santa  Ana  presi- 
dent pro  tern,  only — at  least,  so  say  some  of  the  let- 
ters we  have  seen,  though  others  state  that  he  was 
simply  proclaimed  president.  Whatever  be  the  title 
given  to  this  crafty  intriguer,  there  is  little  question 
he  will  manage  to  retain  it  and  its  substantial  power, 
as  long  as  he  possibly  can. 

Much  is  said  of  the  important  reformations  to  be 
established  by  the  new  government.  The  change  of 
administration  is  complete.  Tornel  has  been  chosen 
minister  of  war,  Gomez  Pedraza,  secretary  of  the 
navy,  Castillon  minister  of  the  interior,  and  Garcia, 
minister  of  finance. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Honduras  papers  to  the  2d  ultimo,  contain  an  ac- 
count of  an  attempt  to  assassinate  Gen.  Carrera, 
the  virtual  head  of  affairs  in  Central  America,  by  a 
player  named  Chepillo  Andrade.  Carrera  was 
slightly  wounded;  but  drew  his  sword  and  sabred 
the  assassin  on  the  spot.  A political  farce  has  been 
played  off  in  offering  the  presidential  chair  to  Carre- 
ra, by  whom  it  was  refused.  It  has  been  accepted  by 
senor  Vevancio  Lopez,  a lawyer. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENT  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Charles  Davies,  late  professor  of  mathematics  in 
the  military  academy  at  West  Point,  to  be  a paymas- 
ter in  the  army,  in  the  place  of  major  Donald  Fra- 
ser, resigned. 


CONSULS.  The  president  has  recognised  James 
B.  Behen  as  consul  for  Hanover,  and  Charles  Chris- 
tian Hohenberger  for  Austria,  both  for  the  port  of 
New  Orleans, 


MINISTER  TO  CENTRAL  AMERICA.  Gene- 
ral Murphy  of  Ohio,  who  has  been  appointed  by  the 
president,  minister  extraordinary  to  Central  Ameri- 
ca, sailed  for  his  destination,  on  Tuesday,  from  New 
York,  in  the  brig  Florida  Blanca,  bound  to  Balize. 

PRESIDENT  TYLER  AND  HIS  NEIGHBORS. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  his  excellency  John  Tyler , president  of  the  United 
States, 

Sir;  Your  friends  and  old  constituents  in  New  lyent, 
beg  to  avail  themselves  of  your  visit  to  their  county, 
to  tender  you  a public  dinner  to  be  given  at  New 
Kent  court  house,  on  any  day  that  it  may  be  your 
pleasure  to  name,  as  a manifestation  of  their  long 
cherished  love  and  respect  for  you,  both  as  a man 
and  politician;  which,  they  trust  to  be  pardoned  for 
saying,  have  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  firmness 
of  purpose  and  devotion  to  principle,  which  you  have 
recently  exhibited  under  circumstances  of  a greatly 
embarrassing  nature. 

We  hope,  sir,  that  it  may  suit  your  convenience, 
and  be  entirely  compatible  with  your  views  of  pro- 
priety, to  accept  this  invitation,  and  we  flatter  our- 
selves that  we  can  give  you  a reception  at  a festive 
board  in  old  New  Kent,  that  will  in  some  measure, 
we  trust,  compensate  you  for  the  invective  you  have 
received  at  the  hands  of  another  portion  of  your  old 
constituents. 

With  wishes  for  your  long  continued  health  and 
happiness,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  truly,  your  person- 
al and  political  friends. 

ED.  G.  CRUMP, 

GEORGE  WILLIAMSON, 
JOHN  G.  CRUMP, 

W.  R.  C.  DOUGLAS, 
CHESLEY  JONES, 

Committee. 

Cedar  Hill,  New  Kent  county,  Nov.  8. 

Gentlemen:  Few  things  would  afford  me  more 
pleasure  than  to  meet  my  friends  and  old  constituents 
of  this  county  at  the  festive  board,  in  pursuance  of 
your  polite  invitation;  but  the  necessity  which  exists 
for  my  speedy  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  pla- 
ces it  out  of  my  power  to  do  so.  I can,  however,  do 
no  less  than  return  to  you,  and  those  you  represent, 
my  grateful  thanks,  for  the  kind  sentiments  of  regard 


and  confidence,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  ex- 
press towards  me.  Shall  I not  be  justified  by  the 
people  of  this  ancient  county,  in  the  declaration,  that, 
when  as  long  ago  as  twenty-five  years,  they  did  me 
the  honor  to  confer  their  almost  unanimous  suffrages 
upon  me,  as  their  representative  in  congress,  the  po- 
litical principles  which  I then  avowed,  have  been  the 
same,  which,  since  my  accession  to  the  presidency,  I 
have  dared  to  vindicate  and  maintain,  at  the  expense 
of  the  bitterest  denunciations  which  have  heretofore 
assailed  a public  functionary. 

The  same  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  congress  to 
charter  a national  bank,  which  I then  avowed  in  the 
presence  of  your  fathers,  and  of  many  who  still  sur- 
vive among  you,  and  which,  as  your  representative, 

I strenuously  urged  in  1819,  are  still  maintained 
with  abiding  and  undiminished  conviction.  I was 
then  sustained  by  the  people  of  this  district,  with  al- 
most entire  unanimity,  and  I therefore  take  leave  to 
say,  that  if  any  of  them  are  converts  to  new  opinions, 
they  might,  at  least,  have  granted  to  me,  as  the 
chief  magistrate,  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  con- 
stitution, the  benefits  of  the  new  lights  of  reason 
which  have  been  shed  upon  them,  before  they  united 
with  others,  in  a spirit  of  unqualified  denunciation. 
What  would  they  have  me  to  do?  Would  they  have 
me  sacrifice  the  consistency  of  my  past  life,  for  party 
ends?  Or,  what  is  of  far  more  importance,  both  mo-  ■ 
rally  and  politically,  would  they  require  of  the  chief 
magistrate  of  this  glorious  union,  to  surrender  all 
claim  to  their  respect,  by  violating  his  oath  of  office, 
in  order  gratify  the  moloch  of  party?  If  they  would 
have  so  great  a sacrifice,  then  I am  proud  to  say, 
they  will  not  receive  it  at  my  hands.  I censure  no 
man  for  his  opinion  on  this  or  any  other  subject — but 
while  I award  to  him  the  right  to  think  for  himself, 
should  he  not  exempt  me  from  his  denunciations  be- 
cause'I cannot  think  as  he  does? 

I beg  you  to  be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  the  invec- 
tives to  which  1 have  been  subjected,  have  in  no  de- 
gree, disturbed  my  equanimity.  Amid  the  torrents 
of  abuse,  no  matter  by  what  motives  dictated,  which 
have  been  uttered  against  me,  “my  pulse  has  kepTC  as 
healthful  music,”  as  if  nothing  had  occurred.  The 
light  reflected  from  burning  effigies,  has  only  served 
to  render  the  path  of  duty  more  plain.  In  that  path 
1 shall  walk,  my  confidence  being  placed  in  the  pa 
triotism,  discernment  andintelligence  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  whose  interests  are  always  best  sustain- 
ed by  a firm  observance  of  constitutional  require- 
ments. 

I tender  to  you,  individually,  assurances  of  great 
personal  regard.  JOHN  TYLER. 

To  Edward  G.  Crump,  George  Williamson,  John  G. 

Crump,  W.  R.  C.  Douglas  and  Chesley  Jones,  com- 
mittee. 

SINGULAR  CIRCUMSTANCE.  The  National 
Intelligencer  says:  We  recently  announced  the  ap- 
pointment of  Bennet  A.  Crawford,  of  New  Orleans 
to  be  judge  of  the  United  StatesTor  the  district  of 
Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  Theodore  H.  McCaleb  de- 
ceased. 

An  extraordinary  imposition  appears  to  have  been 
in  this  matter,  practised  on  the  president,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  the  last  New  Orleans  papers  that  Judge 
McCaleb  is  not  only  alive  but  has  not  been  sick— of 

course  Mr.  Crawford’s  appointment  is  a nullity. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  2d  instant  says: 

“The  most  astounding  announcement  of  the  day 
has  been  that  officially  given  out  in  Washington  of  a 
successor  to  Judge  McCaleb,  of  this  district,  on  ac- 
count of  his  decease.  Our  citizens  do  not  need  to  be 
informed  that  the  judge  is  not  only  alive  but  in  good 
health.  There  is  a mystery  in  this  matter  that  re- 
quires unravelling.” 

The  Madisonian,  professing  to  derive  information 

from  the  highest  source,  states  the  facts  to  be 

That  the  secretary  of  state  received  positive  as- 
surances of  the  fact  of  Judge  McCaieb’s  death,  from 
a gentleman  of  the  highest  character; 

“That  in  consequence  of  this  positively  asserted 
death,  another  person  was  thereupon  recommended 
to  fill  the  vacancy; 

“That  the  immediate  appointment  of  a successor 
was  urged,  on  the  ground,  that,  as  the  recently  ap- 
pointed marshal  could  only  qualify  to  his  commission 
before  the  district  judge,  the  instructions  which  had 
emanated  from  the  state  department  and  the  solicitor 
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of  the  treasury  could  not  be  executed,  until  a sue-  | 
cessor  to  Judge  McCaleb  was  appointed;  and  that 
great  hazard  was  said  to  be  incurred  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  census  of  the  district,  (by  the  1st  of  De- 
cember); which,  failing,  the  state  of  Louisiana  might 
be  deprived  of  her  just  rights,  for  ten  years  to  come, 
in  the  congressional  representation.” 

“Upon  this  representation  of  facts  and  reasons,  the 
president,  as  was  obviously  most  proper,  supplied 
the  supposed  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Crawford.” 

“Mr.  Crawford  was  of  course  no  applicant  for  the 
office;  but  the  state  department  possessed  strong  evi- 
dence of  his  qualification  for  a judicial  station,  and 
the  president  promptly  appointed  him. 

“Such,  adds  the  Madisonian,  are  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  this  painful  and  untoward  case; 
reflecting  no  discredit  upon  the  president  for  want  of 
foresight,  but  lasting  reproach  upon  those  who  have 
thus  made  a mockery  of  death!  when  death  within 
the  passing  year  has  caused  so  many  to  mourn!” 

SPECIAL  ELECTION.  Messrs.  Banks  and  Smith 
have  both  resigned  their  pretensions  to  a seat  in  the 
house  of  representatives  from  the  Spottsylvania  dis- 
trict. Mr.  Banks  was  returned  by  a few  votes,  and 
Mr.  Smith  contested  his  seat  at  the  last  session.  The 
acting  governor  of  Virginia  has  ordered  a new  elec- 
tion to  take  place  on  the  29th  inst.  Spottsylvania, 
Culpepper,  Rappahannock,  Madison,  Orange  and 
Green  counties  constitute  the  district. 

CONGRESSMEN;— RUMORS  OF  RESIGNA- 
TION &c.  Without  having  any  thing  official  upon 
the  subject,  various  publications  have  appeared  indi- 
cating that  John  Q.  Adams  will  decline  to  be  a can- 
didate for  re-election  to  the  house  of  representatives 
after  the  present  term. 

The  New  York  Tribune  says:  “It  is  now  morally 
certain  that  the  hon.  Henry  Clay  will  feel  constrain- 
ed, by  the  state  of  his  health,  which  was  impaired 
by  his  intense  labors  and  anxieties  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion, to  tender  his  resignation  upon  the  assembling  of 
the  Kentucky  legislature,  with  a view  of  spending 
the  winter  in  a more  southern  clime.  Mr.  Clay  is 
expected  to  spend  the  winter  in  Cuba  or  some  other 
of  the  West  India  islands.  If  the  fervent  aspirations 
of  thousands  could  secure  his  recovery,  then  might 
we  be  sure  that  the  service  of  this  peerless  statesman 
would  not  soon  be  lost  to  his  country.” 

The  Express  says  that  Mr.  Clay’s  particular 
friends  in  New  York  profess  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
intention  attributed  to  him. 

The  National  Intelligencer  adds,  “that  the  report 
has  not  reached  this  city  from  any  authentic  source, 
so  far  as  we  have  heard.” 

The  Baltimore  American  of  yesterday  says,  “the 
rumor  of  the  intended  resignation  of  this  distinguish- 
ed statesman  is  probably  unfounded.  We  have  seen 
a letter  from  Mr.  Clay  to  a gentleman  of  this  city,  of 
the  date  of  the  11th  instant,  in  which  no  allusion  is 
made  either  to  the  writer’s  ill  health,  or  to  any  in- 
tended resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  U.  S.  senate. — 
It  is  altogether  likely  that  if  any  such  cause  of  retire- 
ment had  existed,  or  any  such  purpose  been  enter- 
tained, some  reference  to  both  would  have  occurred 
in  the  letter.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
patriotic  services  of  the  country’s  ablest  friend  will 
not  yet  be  withdrawn  from  the  public  councils  of  the 
nation.” 

A report  similar  to  the  above  is  also  contained  in 
several  journals,  that  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama  will  be 
induced  by  the  state  of  his  health  to  resign  his  seat 
in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Dawson  of  Georgia,  it  is  stated,  intends  re- 
signing his  seat  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

THE  CAROLINE  AFFAIR.  We  extract  the 
following  from  the  Toronto  Herald:  “A  Card — Sir 
Allen  McNab  requests  all  persons  who  were  directly 
concerned  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  pira- 
tical steamer  “Caroline,”  will  forward  to  him,  at 
Dandurn  with  the  least  possible  delay,  their  address, 
place  of  residence,  profession  or  calling,  and  age;  and 
if  they  had  suffered  any  loss  in  consequence  of  their 
share  in  that  exploit,  to  be  good  enough  to  state  the 
same;  and  also  to  furnish  any  other  particulars  they 
may  desire  to  communicate  relating  thereto. 

October  29,  1841.” 

THE  GROGAN  AFFAIR.  The  Montreal  Ga- 
zette says:  “We  understand  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
directions  of  sir  Richard  Jackson,  the  administrator 
of  the  government,  and  commander  of  the  forces,  a 
court  martial  was  lately  held  on  Mr.  Johnson,  an  offi- 
cer of  Colonel  Dyer’s  corps,  for  participating  in  the 
capture  of  Grogan,  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  having  pleaded  guilty,  and  after  ad- 
dressing the  court,  in  mitigation  of  punishment,  he 
was  sentenced  to  be  discharged  from  the  corps.” 


I SUIT  AGAINST  COLLECTOR  HOYT.  The  , 
New  York  Express  states  that  “in  the  year  1839  Mr. 
Hoyt,  the  late  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
caused  the  flight  of  a number  of  foreigners  for  alleg- 
ed frauds  on  the  revenue,  and  subsequently  suffered 
them  to  return,  on  the  payment  of  what  we  denomi- 
nated, then  and  now,  “hush  money.”  We  then  be- 
lieved, and  asserted  in  our  columns,  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  the  exaction  of  this  money;  and  we 
understand  that  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  this 
opinion  has  been  fully  substantiated.  There  were 
then  mercantile  houses  who  refused  to  compromise 
or  to  leave  the  country;  and  they  were  held  to  bail, 
by  Mr.  Hoyt,  in  such  various  sums  as  suited  the 
whims  of  the  then  collector,  acting  upon  the  advice 
of  the  then  district  attorney  and  the  authorities  at 
Washington.  The  destruction  of  their  business  fol- 
lowed this  attempt  to  destroy  their  good  name;  but 
they  steadfastly  refused  to  compromise.  We  under- 
stand that,  failing  to  exact  money,  the  United  States 
have  discontinued  these  suits;  and  that  one  of  the 
houses,  through  their  counsel,  Messrs.  Dutcher, 
Reynolds,  and  Platt,  have  held  Mr.  Hoyt  to  bail,  in 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  answer  for  his 
conduct.” 

DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE,  between 
Lord  Palmerston  the  retiring  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  the  retiring  American 
minister  in  London,  relative  to  the  dormant  question  of 
the  “right  of  search”  which  was  the  main  point  of 
dispute  that  led  to  the  last  war  between  the  two 
countries,  was  conducted  no  doubt  with  the  utmost 
talents  of  each  of  those  statesmen,  with  a view  of 
vindicating  the  rights  of  the  one  country  and  the  pre- 
tensions which  are  resorted  to  to  justify  the  measures 
of  the  other.  It  is  a delicate  and  exceedingly  impor- 
tant topic,  but  susceptible  without  doubt,  of  amica- 
ble adjustment  by  a treaty,  in  which  mutual  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  to  effect  an  object  not  less  desi- 
rable in  one  country  than  the  other,  and  yet  by 
which  no  national  right  shall  be  compromitted.  The 
responsibilities  of  preserving  harmony  will  be  more 
deeply  imposed  upon  those  who  are  about  to  assume, 
than  upon  those  who  are  leaving  official  stations  to 
their  respective  political  opponents,  and  it  is  fervent- 
ly to  be  hoped  that  they  may  bring  conciliatory  dis- 
positions with  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

A previous  correspondence  had  between  Lord  Pal- 
merston and  Mr.  Stevenson  on  this  same  subject  will 
be  found  below. 

THE  RIGHT  OF  SEARCH— SUPPRESSION  OF 
THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  United  States.  The  following  are  extracts 
from  correspondence  with  foreign  powers,  not  par- 
ties to  conventions  giving  right  of  searching  vessels 
suspected  of  slave  trade,  reeently  presented  to  both 
houses  of  parliament  by  command  of  her  majesty: 
Mr.  StRvenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston.  32  Up- 
per Grosvenor  street,  Nov.  13,  1840. 

(Received  November  14.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  been  in- 
structed by  his  government  to  transmit  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston, her  majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  the  accompanying  papers,  containing 
the  evidence  of  another  unwarrantable  search,  de- 
tention and  ill  usage  of  an  American  vessel  and  her 
crew,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  one  of  her  majesty’s 
cruisers,  employed  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president, 
forms  a proper  subject  for  complaint  and  satisfactory 
retribution. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  facts  of  the  case. 

The  American  brig  Douglas,  of  Duxbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, of  200  tons  burthen,  and  commanded  by 
Alvin  Baker,  master,  and  Wm.  Arnold,  mate,  sailed 
from  Havana  on  the  5th  August,  1839,  laden  with  a 
cargo  of  merchandise,  and  having  sundry  passengers 
on  board,  sailed  for  the  port  of  the  river  Bras. 

That  on  the  31st  of  October,  this  brig,  whilst  pur- 
suing her  voyage,  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Seg- 
ram  from  her  majesty’s  brigantine  cruiser,  the  Ter- 
magant, with  some  of  crew,  who  proceeded  forth- 
with to  overhaul  the  ship’s  papers  and  passengers’ 
passports,  ordered  the  hatches,  which  were  closed, 
to  be  broken  open,  the  American  flag,  which  was 
then  flying,  to  be  hauled  down,  and  the  vessel  seized 
as  a slaver. 

That  the  captain’s  papers  and  log  book  were  then 
demanded,  and  taken  on  board  the  Termagant,  and 


the  Douglas  committed  to  the  charge  of  a master  and 
crew  from  the  British  cruiser,  who  immediately  or- 
dered the  sails  to  be^et  and  proceded  to  sea. 

At  6 o’clock,  P.  M.  ten  men  were  sent  on  board 
with  arms  and  provisious,  and  the  passengers  taken 
to  the  Termagant,  and  both  vessels  then  made  sail 
and  stood  to  the  wesward. 

That  on  the  23d  of  October,  about  daylight,  the 
Termagant,  came  alongside  the  Douglas,  with  the 
purser  and  one  of  her  passengers,  for  stores  and  pro- 
visions, and  then  returned  to  the  cruiser. 

That  from  the  21st  to  the  26th  October,  the  Ame- 
rican brig  continued  in  charge  of  her  cruiser,  when 
they  parted,  and  lost  sight  of  each  oilier,  the  brig, 
however,  still  continuing  in  possession  of  the  officer 
and  men  from  the  Termagant. 

That  on  the  29th,  and  to  the  westward  of  Popoe, 
on  the  African  coast,  the  Termagant  again  appeared 
alongside  the  Douglas,  and  hove  to;  sent  the  super- 
cargo and  purser  on  board,  ordered  Captain  Baker 
on  board  the  cruiser,  and  Lieutenant  Segram  then 
delivered  him  his  papers,  with  permission  to  proceed 
on  his  voyage. 

The  passengers  were  also  permitted  to  return  to 
the  Douglas,  and  the  Termagant  having  taken  her 
prize  crew  and  officer  on  board,  the  Douglas,  made 
all  sail  for  the  river  Bras. 

That  on  the  6th  November,  the  Douglas  anchored 
in  the  Nun,  a river  on  the  African  coast,  which  she 
left  on  the  14th  of  December,  and  proceeded  in  bal- 
last to  Curacoa,  where  she  arrived  on  the  23d  Jan. 
1840. 

That  on  the  6th  February,  she  sailed  from  Cura- 
coa with  a cargo  of  salt  for  the  Havana,  which  she 
reached  on  the  21st  of  that  month. 

That  in  the  passage  from  the  pestilential  coast  of 
Africa  to  Curacoa,  the  Douglas  lost  three  of  her 
crew;  two  American  seamen,  viz:  Hamilton  Day,  of 
Providence,  and  Andrew  Clough,  of  Boston,  and 
Frederick  Walton,  a British  subject,  who  were  taken 
ill  and  died. 

That  the  Douglas,  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  from 
the  Havana,  was  tight,  staunch  and  strong,  had  her 
hatches  well  caulked  and  covered,  and  was  well  and 
sufficiently  manned,  and  provided  with  all  things 
needful  for  her  voyage,  and  was  in  that  state  when 
she  was  boarded  and  literally  captured  by  the  Bri- 
tish cruisers. 

Such  are  the  facts  detailed  in  the  protest  of  the 
captain  and  mate,  herewith  transmitted,  and  which, 
it  is  presumed,  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  unpro- 
voked and  flagrant  character  of  the  proceeding,  or 
the  reparation  due  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  honor  of  their  flag. 

In  presenting  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s government,  it  cannot  be  needful  that  the  un- 
dersigned should  do  more  than  refer  Lord  Palmer- 
ston to  the  correspondence  which  has  heretofore 
taken  place  between  the  two  governments,  and  more 
especially  to  the  three  notes  which  the  undersigned 
had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  his  lordship  under 
date  of  5th  of  February,  15th  of  May,  and  11th  of 
August  last  and  to  express  the  painful  regret  which 
the  government  of  the  United  States  feels  that  the 
remonstrances  which  have  been  heretofore  made 
should  have  proved  unavailing  in  preventing  the 
repetition  of  such  abuses  as  those  which  have  so  re- 
peatedly been  made  the  subject  of  complaint  against 
her  majesty’s  naval  officers. 

Her  majesty’s  government  cannot  be  insensible 
of  the  strong  desire  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  nation  at  large,  feel  in  the 
complete  annihilation  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  course  pursued  for  the  last  30  years  is  best 
calculated  to  mark  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to  a traffic  now  properly  regarded  by  most 
civilized  nations  as  alike  repugnant  to  justice  and  hu- 
manity, and  which,  in  relation  to  the  U.  States,  is 
not  the  less  so  to  all  the  dictates  of  a sound  policy. 

It  is  true  that  the  American  government  have  de- 
clined to  become  a party  in  treaties  with  other  na- 
tions for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  Although 
repeatedly  urged  hy  her  majesty’s  government  to  do 
so,  the  United  States  has  been  forced  to  decline  all 
conventional  arrangements  by  which  the  officers  of 
ships  of  war  of  either  country  should  have  the  right 
to  board,  search,  or  capture,  or  carry  into  foreign 
ports  for  adjudication,  the  vessels  of  each  other  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade.  Indeed,  it  may  be  well 
doubted,  apartfrom  other  considerations,  whether  the 
constitutional  powers  of  the  American  government 
would  be  competent  to  carry  into  effect  those  por- 
tions of  the  existing  system  so  indispensably  necessa- 
ry to  give  it  the  character  of  just  reciprocity. 

The  objections  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
have  been  repeatedly  and  frankly  made  known  to 
her  majesty’s  government,  and  are  doubtless  well 
understood  by  the  British  cabinet:  and  the  more  es- 
pecially so,  as  it  was  an  obstacle  proceeding  from  the 
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same  principle  which  it  is  presumed  prevented  Great 
Britain  herself  from  becoming  formally  a party  to  the 
holy  alliance.  It  will  not,  however,  be  understood 
that  the  United  States  have  been  insensible  to  the 
friendly  spirit  of  confidence  with  which  these  appli- 
cations have  been  made  on  the  part  of  her  majesty’s 
government,  or  that  the  United  States  have  ceased 
to  feel  that  strong  solicitude  for  the  total  annihila- 
tion of  the  traffic,  which  has  distinguished  the  whole 
course  of  their  policy.  On  the  contrary,  having  been 
the  first  to  abolish,  within  the  extent  of  their  autho- 
rity, the  transportation  of  the  natives  of  Africa  into 
slavery,  by  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves,  and 
by  punishing  their  own  citizens  for  participating  in 
the  traffic;  and  having,  moreover,  taken  the  steps 
which  it  deemed  proper  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their 
flag  by  the  subjects  of  other  powers,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  sincere  gratifi- 
cation at  the  progress  made,  by  the  efforts  of  other 
nations,  for  the  general  extinction  of  this  odious  traf- 
fic, and,  consequently,  undiminished  solicitude  to 
give  the  fullest  efficacy  to  their  own  laws  and  regu- 
lations on  the  subject. 

They  cannot,  however,  consent  that  the  provisions 
of  the  treaties  in  force  between  Great  Britain  and 
other  powers  for  its  abolition,  and  to  which  they  are 
not  a party,  should  be  made  to  operate  upon  the  com- 
merce and  citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  cannot 
but  be  apparent  to  her  majesty’s  government  that 
these  treaties  are  of  a nature  which  cannot,  and  ought 
not,  to  be  applied  to  the  United  States,  under  any  re- 
strictions or  modifications  whatever,  and  the  more 
especially  as  they  have  neither  colonies,  nor  the 
means  of  carrying  out  those  measures  of  maritime 
policy  and  surveillance  which  form  the  basis  of  these 
treaties  and  are  so  indispensably  necessary  to  their 
execution. 

In  withholding  its  assent,  therefore,  from  the  ex- 
isting system,  and  abstaining  from  all  conventional 
arrangements  yielding  the  right  of  search  to  the  arm- 
ed vessels  and  cruisers  of  each  other,  her  majesty’s 
government  must  be  sensible  that  the  United  States 
have  been  influenced  alone  by  considerations  arising 
out  of  the  character  of  their  institutions  and  policy, 
and  that  having  taken  the  measures  which  it  deemed 
to  be  expedient  and  proper  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  can  only  leave 
to  other  nations  to  pursue  freely  the  course  which 
their  judgment  or  policy  may  dictate,  and  in  relation 
to  which  the  United  States  certainly  can  have  no 
disposition  to  interfere. 

The  undersigned  has  therefore  begn  instructed,  in 
presenting  this  case  to  Lord  Palmerston’s  notice, 
again  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  assure  his  lord- 
ship  that  these  continued  violations  of  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  and  unprovoked  wrongs  inflicted  by 
British  cruisers  upon  the  rights  and  property  of  its 
citizens,  under  whatever  color  or  pretext,  cannot 
longer  be  permitted  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  he  has  accordingly  been  instructed 
to  express  to  his  lordship  the  confident  expectation 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  that  her  majes- 
ty’s government  will  not  only  at  once  recognize  the 
propriety  and  justice  of  making  prompt  retribution 
for  the  unwarrantable  conduct  of  Lieut.  Segram  in 
the  present  case,  but  that  it  will  take  suitable  and 
efficient  means  to  prevent  the  future  occurrence  of 
all  such  abuses,  involving,  as  they  often  do,  not  only 
great  private  wrong  and  consequent  injury  to  pro- 
perty and  life,  but  calculated  to  interrupt  that  har- 
mony, [which  it  is  for  the  advantage,  and  it  is  no 
doubt  the  desire  of  both  governments  to  preserve. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Palmerston  to  accept 
assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

The  right  lion.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B. 

[Copies  of  the  protest  and  charter  party  accompa- 
nied the  despatch]. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  office,  Nov.  19,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  her  majesty’s  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  received  the  note 
which  Mr.  Stevenson,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  address- 
ed to  him  on  the  13th  inst.  complaining,  on  the  part 
ot  the  United  Stajes  government,  of  the  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Segram,  of  her  majesty’s  brigantine 
Termagant,  in  having  detained  the  United  States  brig 
Douglas. 

The  undersigned  has  to  assure  Mr.  Stevenson  that 
her  majesty’s  government  will  at  all  times  be  desi- 
rous of  repressing  and  preventing  any  violation  of 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  by  officers  of  the  British 
navy. 

With  this  view,  indeed,  her  majesty’s  government 
previously  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  note  of 
the  13th  instant.,  had,  on  receiving  from  Lieutenant 
Segram  an  account  of  the  transaction  referred  to, 
called  upon  that  officer  to  explain  more  fully  and 


particularly  the  ground  upon  which  he  had  consider- 
ed himself  justified  in  detaining  a ship  under  Ameri- 
can colors,  and  with  papers  showing  her  to  be  Ame- 
rican property. 

Her  majesty’s  government  have  now  directed  a 
prompt  and  searching  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
facts  of  the  case,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Stevenson’s  note 
and  the  undersigned  will  not  fail  to  communicate 
farther  with  Mr.  Stevenson  upon  the  subject  so  soon 
as  her  majesty’s  government  shall  have  learned  the 
result  of  the  inquiries  instituted. 

PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  esq.,  8fc. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor-street,  Nov.  20,  1840. 

( Received  November  20) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  Lord 
Palmerston,  her  majesty’s  principal  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  addressed  to  him  yesterday  in 
reply  to  that  of  the  undersigned  of  the  13th  instant, 
complaining  of  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Segram,  of 
her  majesty’s  brigantine  Termagant,  in  relation  to 
the  American  brig  Douglas,  of  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting 
it  for  the  information  of  his  government. 

The  undersigned  derives,  in  the  meantime,  much 
satisfaction  from  the  prompt  and  friendly  assurance 
of  Lord  Palmerston,  that  previously  to  the  receipt  of 
the  note  of  the  undersigned,  Lieut.  Segram  had  been 
called  upon  to  explain  fully  and  particularly  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  had  considered  himself  justi- 
fied in  detaining  a ship  under  the  American  colors, 
and  with  American  property,  and  that  her  majesty’s 
government  had  furtherdirected  a prompt  and  search- 
ing inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  facts  of  the  case. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

The  right  hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B.  &[c. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Foreign  office,  December  3,  1840. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  12th  of 
June  1840,  relative  to  a vessel,  named  the  Pilgrim, 
which  had  sailed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  laden  with  slave  trade  equip- 
ments, for  the  coast  of  Africa,  I herewith  transmit 
to  you,  for  communication  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  the  accompanying  extract  from  a des- 
patch from  her  majesty’s  commissioners  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  stating  that  the  Pilgrim  had  returned  to  that 
port  in  ballast,  after  having  landed  a cargo  of  slaves. 

PALMERSTON. 

II.  S.  Fox,  esq.,  Sfc. 

(An  extract  from  the  Rio  commissioners’  despatch 
of  August  11,  1840,  was  enclosed) 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  office,  Dec.  8,  1840. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant*,  together  with  its  enclo- 
sures, on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
I beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  that  communi- 
cation, and  for  the  information  which  it  contains. 

With  reference  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
papers  enclosed  by  you,  that  a blockade  should  be 
instituted  at  the  Gallina’s  and  at  New  Cess,  as  an 
effectual  means  of  putting  down  the  slave  trade,  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  acquainting  you  that  a bloc- 
kade has  for  some  time  past  been  regularly  maintain- 
ed at  the  Gallinas  by  her  majesty’s  ship  Wanderer, 
and  by  other  vessels  under  the  direction  of  its  com- 
mander, and  at  New  Cess  by  her  majesty’s  ship  For- 
ester. 

With  reference  to  the  supposition  of  the  writer  of 
the  paper  which  you  have  sent  me,  that  British  crui- 
sers abstain  from  taking  vessels  before  they  have 
slaves  on  board,  in  order  that,  by  capturing  such 
vessels  after  they  have  taken  their  slaves  on  board, 
the  captors  may  get  more  prize  money,  I have  to 
explain  to  you,  that  it  is  only  since  the  passing  of 
the  act  of  1839  that  there  has  existed  any  legal  au- 
thority to  condemn  Portuguese  ships,  detained  for 
being  equipped  for  slave  trade,  and  not  having  slaves 
actually  on  board;  and  therefore,  until  that  act  came 
into  operation  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  her  majesty’s 
vessels  could  not  detain  Portuguese  slave  vessels 
until  they  had  actually  taken  their  slaves  on  board; 
but  with  regard  to  Spanish  vessels,  the  treaty  of  1835 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  gave  to  the  mixed 
British  and  Spanish  commission  a power  to  condemn 
slave  vessels  under  the  Spanish  flag,  if  found  equipp-  . 
ed  for  the  slave  trade,  even  though  they  might  have  I 
no  slaves  actually  on  board;  and  during  the  period ! 

*Sic  in  the  printed  papers  laid  before  parliament;  but 
there  is  obviously  an  error  as  to  dates,  a despatch  of  the 
Stli  being  made  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter 
dated  two  days  afterwards. 


which  has  elapsed  since  that  treaty  has  been  in  ope- 
ration, her  majesty’s  cruisers  have  taken,  and  sent  in 
for  adjudication,  85  Spanish  slavers  without  slaves 
on  board,  and  since  the  year  1835  her  majesty’s  crui- 
sers on  the  coast  of  Africa  have  detained  and  sent  in 
for  adjudication  14  Brazilian  vessels  without  slaves 
on  board,  and  only  two  with  slaves  on  board. 

You  will  see,  therefore,  from  these  facts,  that  the 
writer  of  the  paper  in  question  is  entirely  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  British  cruizers  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  look  to  profit  instead  of  the  performance  of 
their  duty;  and  I have  further  to  state,  in  proof  of 
the  zealous  activity  of  the  British  cruizers,  that  all 
the  slave  vessels  sent  in  for  adjudication  before  any 
of  the  mixed  commissions,  whether  in  Africa,  the 
West  Indies  or  Brazil,  have  been  detained  and  sent  in 
by  British  cruizers,  not  one  of  those  vessels  hav- 
ing been  detained  by  the  cruizers  of  any  of  the  other 
contracting  parties  to  the  treaties  under  the  stipula- 
tions of  which  those  slave  vessels  were  condemned. 

PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  esq. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Foreign  office,  Dec.  17,  1840. 

Sir:  I received  your  despatch  of  the  1st  of  April 
last,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wish  therein  ex- 
pressed, on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government, 
to  be  furnished  with  documentary  evidence  touching 
the  facts  disclosed  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
slave  schooner  Rebecca,  1 directed  her  majesty’s 
commissioners  to  furnish  me  with  any  evidence  in 
their  possession  on  the  points  referred  to;  and  I now 
transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  United 
States  government,  a copy  of  a despatch  from  her 
majesty’s  commissioners,  enclosing  certified  copies  of 
papers  connected  with  the  case  of  the  vessel  above 
mentioned.  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  esq.  8fc. 

SOUTHWESTERN  CONVENTION.  We  learn 
from  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  in  which  paper  we  be- 
lieve the  proposition  originated,  that  the  call  for  a 
southwestern  convention,  at  Louisville  or  Cincinnati, 
though  seconded,  is  so  coldly  received,  as  to  incline 
the  editor  to  think  it  will  not  be  held  this  autumn. 

There  are  so  many  admonitory  facts  in  the  items 
whioh  have  reached  us  since  our  last,  in  relation  to  the 
current  of  the  cotton  trade  of  the  world,  that  a care- 
ful perusal  of  this  chapter  cannot  but  be  useful  to 
American  statesmen  as  well  as  the  southern  planters. 
Read — Reflect.  There  is  something  more  than  spe- 
culation to  arrest  attention — actual  results  are  reach- 
ing us  already  that  speak  in  an  andible  tone,  and  the 
time  is  not  far  off' when  they  will  come  to  us  trum- 
pet tongued.  America  will  have  to  meet  Great 
Britain  in  the  contest  for  trade,  and  it  is  time  to  pre- 
pare for  the  struggle — not  with  arms — but  with  wise 
and  prudent  countervailing  measures. 

COTTON  TRADE-  Exports  of  bales  of  cotton 
from  the  port  of  New  Orleans  for  the  last  ten  years, 
each  statement  made  up  to  Oct.  1st,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  present  year  which  is  made  up  to  Septem- 
ber 1st,  as  compiled  for  and  published  in  the  New 
Orleans  Price  Current  intelligencer. 


Whither  exported. 

1831-2. 

1832-3. 

1833-4. 

1834-5. 

1835-6. 

Great  Britain 
France 

North  of  Europe 
South  of  Europe 
Coastwise 

>04,623 

79,685 

4,208 

6,387 

63,201 

228, 0S2 
81,754 
3.553 
1,600 
95,445 

287,877 
102.610 
9 530 
1,3S4 
59,625 

259,243 
141,872 
4 580 
6,904 
124,392 

237.0S9 

133,140 

17,939 

12,083 

90,194 

Total 

353,104 

410,524 

161,026 

536,991 

490,495 

Whither  exported.  1 836-7 . 

1837-8 . 

1838-9. 

’39-40. 

1840-1. 

Great  Britain 
France 

North  of  Europe. 
S >uth  of  Europe 
Coastwise 

350,700 
133,530 
6 431 
13,172 
85,136 

483,204 
128,303 
7 550 
13  992 
105,254 

309,787 

120,767 

1,466 

9,425 

137,734 

504,768 

240,490 

23,742 

57,754 

122,566 

430,310 

183,931 

9,836 

36,364 

160,847 

Total 

589,969:733,313 

579,179 

919,320 

S2 1,238 

From  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine. 

Exports  of  cotton  from  the  port  of  Mobile,  for  the 
last  four  years,  the  present  ending  31st  August,  the 
otheas  30  September: 


1837-38. 

1838-39. 

1839-40. 

1840-41. 

To  G.  Britain 

157,114 

125,623 

257,985 

152,528 

France  61,123 

Other  foreign 

22,304 

80,528 

55,130 

ports 

5,908 

2,008 

16,195 

9,174 

Coastwise 

85,876 

99,700 

85,394 

109,886 

Total 

310,021 

249,645 

440.J  ijp 

317  7i* 

180 
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EXPORTS  OF  BRITISH  COTTONS  FOR  1840. 

From  the  Leeds  Mercury. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  official 
table  of  the  cotton  exports  of  the  United  Kingdom 
last  year,  with  the  countries  to  which  those  exports 
took  place. 

COTTON  EXPORTS  FOR  1840. 

Declared  value  of 
cotton  manufactures 
Countries  to  which  and  cotton  yarn  ex- 


exported. 


Northern  Europe. 


ported  from  the  U. 
Kingdom. 


Russia 
Sweden 
Norway 
Denmark 
Prussia 
Germany 
Holland 
Belgium 

Southern  Europe. 

France 

Portugal  Proper 

Portugal  Azores 

Portugal  Madeira 

Spain  and  the  Balearic  Islands 

Spain  and  the  Canaries 

Gibraltar 

Italy  and  the  Italian  Islands 
Malta 

Ionian  Islands 

Morea  and  Greek  Islands 

Turkey 

Syria  and  Palestine 

Africa. 

Egypt 


<£1,151,793 

66,350 

28,000 

6,328 

1,961 

3,551,439 

2,214,373 

206,530 

209,136 

728,309 

25,238 

16,667 

11,181 

28,339 

635,821 

1,671,122 

80,261 

49,174 

638 

895,888 

216,269 

64,267 


Tripoli,  Tunis,  Algiers  and  Morocco  47,047 
Western  coast  of  Africa  262,499 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  134,665 

African  ports  on  the  Red  sea  

Cape  de  Verd  Islands  2,487 

St.  Helena  1,494 

Mauritius  159,808 

Asia. 

Arabia  

East  India  company’s  territories 

and  Ceylon  3,873,186 

Sumatra,  Java  and  other  islands  of 

the  Indian  seas  272,663 

Philippine  Islands  141,629 

China  327,137 

British  settlements  in  Australia  179,707 

New  Zealand  3,181 

South  Sea  Islands  1,998 

America 

British  North  American  colonies  611,303 
British  West  Indies  1,234,687 

Hayti  161,929 

Cuba  and  other  foreign  West  In- 
dian colonies  401,382 

JJnited  States  of  America  1,123,439 

States  of  Central  and  South  America , viz: 
Mexico  249,065 

Guatemala  

Colombia  248,046 

Brazil  1,525,037 

States  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  335,305 

Chili  921,627 

Peru  • 494,827 

Isles  of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alder- 
ney, Man,  &c.  65,381 

Total  exports  £24,668,618 

Yards.  £ 

White  or  plain  cottons  433,114,373  7,803,772 

Printed  or  dyed  cottons  357,517,624  8,498,448 

Hosiery  and  smallwares  1,265,090 

Twist  and  yarn  118,470,2221b.  7,101,308 


Total 


£24,668,618 


Import  of  cotton  into  England,  January  1,  to  August  30, 

1840 

and  1841. 

1840. 

1841. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

American 

1,013.852 

793,829 

229,023 

Brazil 

65,941 

81,086 

15,145 

East  Indies 

104,348 

121,991 

17,643 

Egypt 

24,847 

30,261 

5,414 

West  Indies 

3,308 

5,639 

2,331 

Total 

1,216,296 

1,052,806 

163,490 

jjuring  me  six  mourns  it  appears,  men,  tnai  tne 
decrease  in  imports  was  not  so  great  as  the  decrease 
in  quantity  taken  by  the  trade.  For  the  coming  year 
the  supply  will  be  much  greater  in  proportion  to  the 
consumption.  The  usual  hue  and  cry  is  now  raised 
from  the  south  as  to  injury  sustained  by  the  new 
crop.  There  is  in  some  sections  a little  truth  in  the 
matter,  but  under  any  circumstances  that  can  now 
arise,  the  crop  will  be  fully  equal  to  that  of  last  year. 


The  cotton  holders  are  very  desponding,  but  they  do 
not  yet  make  up  their  rapids  to  submit  to  the  large 
reduction  demanded  by  shippers. 

From  the  Bombay  Times,  June  23,  1841. 

Production  of  cotton  in  India.  On  examining 
into  the  supplies  of  cotton  brought  to  this  market 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  the  31st  of  May,  we 
find  that  the  result  is  well  calculated  to  astonish  those 
who  have  not  been  marking  the  progressive  increase 
of  this  product,  but  have  been  dwelling  with  fancied 
security  on  the  recollections  of  what  used  to  consti- 
tute a large  supply  for  us,  viz: — 200  to  250,000  bales. 
It  appears,  then,  that  from  the  first  of  June,  1840,  to 
the  first  June,  1841,  the  imports  of  cotton  into  Bom- 
bay have  amounted  to  174,212,755  pounds;  or,  on  the 
previous  average,  of  3 l cwt.  to  the  bale,  478,606 
bales,  little  short  of  half  a million  of  screwed  bales! 
This  is  a larger  quantity  than  America  produced  up 
to  the  year  1826,  and  more  than  was  consumed  in 
England  during  the  same  year.  In  1825,  the  entire 
product  of  the  U.  States  amounted  to  only  169,860,000 
pounds,  though  twelve  years  after  it  had  reached 
444,214,537  pounds. — Vide  McC’s  Diet. 

As  a further  encouragement  to  the  cultivators,  we 
may  state  that  the  consumption  of  East  India  cotton 
in  Great  Britain  has  increased  in  a greater  ratio  than 
that  of  any  quality  whatever.  In  1816,  at  which  pe- 
riod the  average  of  American  upland  was  18|d.  and 
Surat  at  15)d.  all  the  consumption  of  American  was 
4,036  bales, and  E.  Indian  207  bales  per  week.  In  1839, 
when  the  average  price  of  uplands  was  7|d.  and  Su- 
rat at  5fd.  the  consumption  of  American  was  15,644 
bales,  and  East  Indian  2,142  bales  per  week;  the  in- 
crease, in  twenty-three  years,  of  the  last  mentioned, 
being  in  the  ratio  of  1 to  18.  In  the  same  period,  the 
consumption  of  Egyptian,  Brazil  and  West  India  va- 
rieties has  not  doubled. 

From  the  London  Literai-y  Gazette , Sept.  11,  1841. 

Indian  products  and  manufactures.  Connected 
with  this  subject,  we  rejoice  to  see  that  measures  are 
being  successfully  taken  to  form  a national  intercom- 
munication of  valuable  products  and  manufactures 
between  England  and  her  mighty  eastern  empire. — 
This  has  been  long  and  most  strangely  neglected; 
and  it  would  have  been  well  worth  while  to  establish 
a board  of  commission,  with  government  influence 
and  authority,  to  direct  and  superintend  so  important 
a concern.  As  it  is,  the  stimulus  appears  to  have 
been  given  by  the  committee  on  trade,  &c.  emanating 
from  the  Royal  Asiatic  society;  whose  proceeding 
has  had  a most  beneficial  effect  both  at  home  and  in 
India.  We  now  learn  that  experiments  on  the  cul- 
tivation of  cotton  are  promising  the  greatest  results;  and 
that  other  branches  of  industry  are  all  being  improv- 
ed and  promoted  by  European  skill  and  encourage- 
ment. The  Himalayan  fine  has  been  acclimated,  and 
found  extensively  useful;  and  the  “prodigious”  lu- 
cerne, and  other  nutritious  grasses,  of  which  travel- 
lers have  spoken  in  such  high  terms  of  praise,  are 
also  introduced  with  every  prospect  of  adding  much 
to  our  agricultural  prosperity.  Teas,  coffees,  silks 
hundreds  of  fruits,  gums,  dyes,  medicines  and  other 
precious  articles  of  commerce  remain  yet  to  be  cul- 
tivated, and  interchanged  in  abundance,  to  the  incal- 
culable advantage  of  both  countries. 

THE  BOUNDARY.  It  would  appear  from  the 
following  article,  which  we  copy  from  the  St.  John’s 
Courier  of  the  6th  ult.  that  our  neighbors  in  New 
Brunswick  regarded  with  dissatisfaction  the  ex-parte 
survey  of  the  United  States  government,  to  deter- 
mine the  due  north  line — and  anticipate  difficulty, 
provided  the  line  should  be  continued  beyond  the  St. 
John: 

uTlie  boundary  and  the  new  survey.  We  believe  it 
is  generally  known  that  an  ex-parte  survey  of  the  due 
north  line  from  the  monument,  as  claimed  by  the 
American  government,  has  this  year  been  going  on 
under  Major  Graham  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
States  topographical  engineers,  but  we  believe  that 
the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  survey  is  not  yet  fully 
understood.  We  therefore  have  to  state  that  the 
American  surveyors  are  running  and  marking  the 
line  by  the  transit  instrument,  or,  as  we  understand 
it,  making  an  astronomical  survey,  they  having  found, 
on  trial,  that  such  would  give  them  a considerable 
advantage,  by  carrying  a new  line  considerably  to 
the  eastward  of  the  line  established  by  the  joint 
survey  of  the  boundary  commissioners  many  years 
ago. 

A short  time  since  we  learned  that  this  newline 
had  been  extended  as  far  north  as  the  Aroostook 
river,  where  it  was  780  yards  (nearly  half  a mile)  to 
the  eastward  of  the  former  line,  and  of  course  inter- 
fered seriously  with  private  rights.  In  one  instance, 
it  was  said,  the  owners  of  the  land  had  resisted  the 
survey,  thrown  down  the  observatory,  and  driven  off 
the  commissioner  and  his  surveyors.  We  now  hear 
that  the  line  has  been  extended  nearly  to  the  St. 
John,  and  that  it  will  cross  the  river  more  than  half 


a mile  below  the  former  line,  but  a very  short  dis- 
tance above  the  military.post  at  the  Grand  Falls. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  a decided  dis- 
approval of  allowing  the  American  surveyors  to  con- 
tinue their  line  north  of  the  St.  John. 

On  this  point  we  feel  certain  that  we  merely  ex- 
press the  universal  feeling  of  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince. There  is  another  view  of  this  matter  which 
should  not  be  overlooked.  The  general  government 
of  the  United  States  say  that  this  line  is  run  by  them 
ex  parte  only,  and  merely  for  information;  but  the 
state  of  Maine  treats  it  very  differently,  and  appears 
to  consider  this  survey  as  establishing  the  line  by 
which  they  mean  to  abide.  It  is  generally  under- 
stood, if  not  already  avowed,  that  when  Gov.  Fair- 
field  is  sworn  into  office  next  January,  he  intends  to 
take  possession  of  the  new  line,  and  sell  and  settle 
the  lands  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Such  a 
course  would  produce  an  instant  collision,  from  which 
we  hope  long  to  be  spared,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
avoided  if  this’survey,  which  Maine  is  fully  disposed 
and  quite  determined  to  consider  final,  is  allowed  to 
proceed.  [ Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

PRESIDENTIAL  VETOES.  We  inserted  some 
time  since  a list  of  the  .number  of  vetoes  returned  by 
the  several  presidents  of  the  United  States.  Without 
having  time  at  the  moment  to  ascertain  the  objects 
of  the  bills  vetoed.  A correspondent  of  the  Madiso- 
nian furnishes  the  following  list  completed  in  that  re- 
spect: 

President  Washington, 

April  5,  1793.  Apportionment  bill.  H.  R. 

February  28,  1787.  Military  establishment.  H.  R. 

President  Madison. 

February  21,  1811.  Church  in  Alexandria.  H.  R. 

February  28,  1811.  Baptist  church.  H.  R. 

November  6,  1812.  Naturalization.  H.  R. 

January  30,  “ United  States  bank.  Sen. 

President  Monroe. 

May  4,  1822.  Cumberland  road.  H.  R. 

President  Jackson. 

May  27,  1830.  Maysville  road.  H.  R. 

May  31,  1830.  Washington  Turnpike  road  com- 
pany. Sen. 

Retained — May  31,  1830.  Louisville  and  Port- 
land canal.  Vetoed  Dec.  7,  1830. 

“ May  31,  1830.  Lighthouses,  &c.  Veto- 
ed Dec.  7,  1830.  H.  R. 

Quasi  veto — May  31,  1830.  Road  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago.  H.  R. 

July  10,  1830.  U.  S.  bank  bill.  Sen. 

Dec.  6,  1832.  Interest  to  state.  Sen. 

“ “ “ Harbor  bill.  H.  R. 

“ 5,  1833.  Land  bill.  Sen. 

June  9,  1836.  Day  for  meeting  of  congress.  Sen. 

Pocketed — March  3,  1837.  Currency  bill.  Sen. 

President  Tyler. 

August  16,  1841.  Fiscal  bank  bill.  Sen. 

Sept.  9,  1841.  Fiscal  corporation  bill.  H.  R. 

THE  ARMY. 
general  orders,  No.  70. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj'tgen'ls  office. 

Washington,  Nov.  6,  1841. 

With  a view  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  arsenal  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  a square  of  ground 
purchased  from  the  city,  being  the  square  of  which  a 
portion  has  been  occupied  as  an  ordnance  store-house, 
a board  of  officers,  consisting  of  capt.  John  William- 
son, of  ordnance;  capt.  J.  M.  Hill,  or  the  assistant 
quartermaster  of  the  station;  and  assistant  surgeon 
J.  M.  Cuyler,  will  assemble  in  Charleston  as  soon  as 
Dr.  Cuyler  shall  reach  that  place. 

The  board  will  consider  and  report — 

1st.  Whether  the  site  will  probably  be  healthy. 

2d.  Whether  it  is  sufficiently  accessible  for  the  re- 
ceipt and  issue  of  military  stores;  and  if  so,  in  what 
manner. 

3d.  Whether  it  may  with  safety  and  propriety  be 
occupied  as  a depot  for  gun  powder. 

Together  with  such  other  points  as  the  board  may 
deem  necessary  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  de- 
partment. By  order: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  A detachment  of  the  U.  S.  troops 
consisting  of  companies  A,  E and  I,  4th  artillery,  has 
arrived  per  steamer  Illinois  from  the  vicinity  of  De- 
troit, their  place  having  been  supplied  by  the  5th  re- 
giment from  the  Mississippi  station.  Two  of  the 
companies,  A and  E,  moved  immediately  eastward 
via  the  rail  road  for  Sackett’s  Harbor,  while  compa- 
ny I,  Capt.  Scott,  remains. 

The  steamboat  Marietta  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on 
Oct.  27th  from  Pittsburg,  having  on  board  about  120 
men  of  the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons  from  Carlisle, 
Pa.  and  destined  for  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Fortification  armaments.  The  Alexandria  Ga 
thut  fhrp.p  hnrulrorl  tons  of  heavy 
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ment  are  now  shipping  from  the  arsenal,  near  Wash- 
ington, for  fortifications  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
Nineteen  32  pounders  are  also  shipped  for  Fort  Mc- 
Henry near  Baltimore.  The  work  of  arming  the 
fortifications  has  been  vigorously  prosecuted  by  the 
present  administration. 

A writer  in  the  National  Intelligencer  urges  the 
merits  of  Elizabethtown,  the  county  seat  of  Hardin 
county,  (late  McFarland’s  ferry),  opposite  the  lower 
point  of  Hurricane  Island,  on  the  Ohio  river,  ninety 
miles  above  its  mouth  and  on  the  Illinois  shore  as  a 
suitable  site  for  the  western  armory. 

Florida.  Captains  McLaughlin  and  Burk  have 
recently  passed  through  the  everglades.  They  en- 
tered a port  at  Key  Biscayne  and  Indian  Key,  and 
came  out  to  the  north  of  Cape  Roman.  In  their 
course  they  visited  Che-ki-ka  island,  discovered  a 
lake  with  several  islands  in  it,  destroyed  a field  of 
corn  of  about  forty  acres,  and  saw  five  or  six  Indians. 

[St.  Augustine  Herald. 

By  the  capsizing  of  two  boats  in  Indian  river,  Flo- 
rida, Mr.  U.  Ashtock,  seven  United  States  soldiers, 
five  men  and  a boy  were  drowned. 

Death.  Died  at  St.  Augustine,  on  the  30th  of 
October,  Dr.  Richard  Weighhnan,  of  the  U.  S.  army, 
a native  of  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  but  for  more 
than  twenty  years  past  a resident  of  Florida. 

The  army,  the  navy  and  the  church.  Frcnn 
the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle.  It  is  an  interesting 
fact,  and  perhaps  not  generally  known,  that  within 
a 'few  years  past,  as  many  as  twelve  or  fifteen  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  and  it  is  believed  some  from  the 
navy,  have  laid  aside  the  military  profession  for 
the  more  peaceful,  but  not  less  arduous,  vocation 
of  the  Christian  ministry,  and  are  now  usefully  em- 
ployed, in  various  portions  of  the  United  States,  in 
preaching  the  gospel.  It  is  natural  that  this  por- 
tion of  the  clergy  should  take  a deep  and  peculiar 
interest  in  the  moral  and  religious  condition  of  our 
army  and  navy,  and  that  they  should  be  among  the 
first  to  concert  measures  for  the  spiritual  improve- 
ment of  these  important  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. Accordingly,  it  appears  that  the  incipient  mea- 
sures have  already  been  taken,  by  a portion  of  the 
clergy  above  alluded  to,  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
A meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry  room  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew’s church,  in  the  city  of  N.  York,  on  the  20th 
October,  at  which  were  present  the  following  clergy- 
men, viz: 

The  Rev.  Leonidas  Polk,  bishop  of  Louisiana. 

Rev.  N.  Sayres  Harris,  rector  of  the  church  of  the 
Evangelists,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  professor  Hackley,  of  New  York. 

Rev.  Lewis  P.  W.  Balch,  rector  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s church,  New  York. 

The  Rev.  M.  P.  Parks,  chaplain  and  professor  of 
ethics  in  the  military  academy. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Polk  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  Rev.  M.  P.  Parks  appointed  secretary. — j 
Whereupon,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  as  we  believe, 
we  have  been  called  out  of  the  army  of  the  U.  States 
into  the  gospel  ministry,  we  regard  ourselves  as  be- 
ing, in  a peculiar  degree,  debtors  to  our  former  bre- 
thren and  associates  in  arms,  to  do  them  service,  ac- 
cording to  the  measure  of  our  ability  and  opportuni- 
ties: therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  some 

system  of  measures,  in  reference  to  the  spiritual  im- 
provement of  the  army  and  navy  of  our  country,  we 
will  (God  willing)  meet  again  at  the  vestry  room  of 
St.  Bartholomew’s  church,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  on  the  4th  Thursday  of  June 
1842.  ’ 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  of  our  brethren  in  the  mi- 
nistry as  were  formerly  identified  with  us  in  the  mi- 
litary or  naval  service  be  invited,  and  zoe  do  hereby  in- 
vite them,  to  meet  with  us,  at  the  time  and  place  above 
specified,  and  assist  by  their  counsels  in  furtherance 
of  the  object  above  indicated. 

3.  Resolved,  That  such  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  those,  now  in  civil  life,  formerly  connect- 
ed with  either  arm  of  the  service,  as  are  interested 
in  the  foregoing  object,  be  also  invited  to  be  present, 
and  co-operate  with  us  in  promoting  the  same;  and 
that  such  as  cannot  be  present  be  requested  to  com- 
municate with  us  by  letter  or  otherwise,  furnishing 
us  with  such  facts  and  suggestions  as  their  observa- 
tions and  reflections  may  supply. 

• ^ Resolved,  As  the  most  eligible  means  of  circulat- 
ing  this  information,  that  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Ar- 
my and  Navy  Chronicle  for  publication,  and  that  such 
periodicals  as  feel  an  interest  in  the  subject  be  re- 
quested to  copy. 

LEONIDAS  POLK,  chai  rmetn. 

1Y1.  1 . I arks,  secretary. 


NAVY. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says:  We  learn  that  the  find- 
ing of  the  court  in  the  case  of  purser  Bridge,  who 
was  tried  before  the  naval  general  court  martial 
which  convened  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Penn- 
sylvania, in  June  last,  upon  charges  preferred  against 
him  by  commander  W.  K.  Latimer,  has  been  dis- 
approved by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  it  not  being 
in  his  judgment,  justified  by  the  evidence  in  the  case. 
The  sentence  which  was  a reprimand  in  general  or- 
ders, has  therefore  been  set  aside,  and  Mr.  Bridge  re- 
lieved from  his  arrest. 

We  see,  with  much  pleasure,  that  proposals  are 
issued  this  morning  for  supplying  timber  to  build  a 
steam  vessel  for  the  U.  States,  in  the  navy  yard  at 
Southwark.  [Phila.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

The  United  States  ship  Ontario,  at  the  Brooklyn 
navy  yard,  has  been  ordered  to  be  repaired  immedi- 
ately, and  will  sail  shortly  for  New  Orleans.  She  is 
intended  for  a guard-ship  off  that  port.  [Sun. 

Reverse  of  Sentence.  The  secretary  of  the 
navy  has  reversed  the  decree  of  the  court  martial, 
held  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Pennsylvania 
at  Norfolk,  sentencing  Dr.  Hunter  and  Lieutenant 
Goden  to  suspension  and  acquitted  those  gentlemen 
of  the  charges  made  against  them,  in  the  most  credi- 
table manner.  The  secretary  in  his  acquittal  of  those 
officers,  has  reflected  with  merited  severity  both  apon 
Captain  Bolton,  who  preferred  the  charges  against 
them,  and  the  captains  who  composed  the  court.  He 
has  asserted,  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms,  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  complaint  against  them, 
much  less  for  a conviction  and  sentence  by  court 
martial.  [Neivark  Daily  Advertiser. 

It  has  been  stated  in  several  of  the  public  journals, 
that  in  disapproving  certain  of  the  sentences  of  the 
late  naval  general  court  martial  at  Norfolk,  the  se- 
cretary pronounced  censure  on  the  court  itself.  We 
are  fully  authorised  to  say  that  this  is  not  the  fact. 
The  secretary  thought  it  due  to  the  officers  that  the 
sentences  should  not  be  approved,  which,  of  course, 
implies  that  he  thought  them  wrong;  but  he  pro- 
nounced no  censure  on  the  court  in  terms,  and  none 
by  implication,  beyond  the  mere  expression  of  his 
opinion  that  they  had  erred  in  judgment. 

[Madisonian. 

The  Frigate  Raritan.  A meeting  was  held  re- 
cently in  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the 
propriety  of  having  this  frigate  now  on  the  stocks  at 
that  place  completed  for  service.  The  reply  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  has  been  published.  He  says:. 
“I  accord  fully  in  the  views  and  opinions  of  that 
meeting.  Convinced  that  we  can  rely  on  our  navy 
alone  for  the  defence  of  our  seaboard  during  war,  and 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  both  in  war  and 
peace,  I feel  the  strongest  desire  for  an  immediate 
and  great  increase,  both  in  the  number  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  vessels  of  war.  Acting  upon  this  con- 
viction, I had  determined,  before  I heard  of  any 
movement  on  the  subject  at  Philadelphia,  to  give  the 
requisite  order  for  finishing  the  Raritan,  which  order 
will  be  immediately  issued. 

Naval  court  of  inquiry.  The  court  of  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Bolton  closed  its  investiga- 
tion on  Saturday  last.  When  the  evidence  was  con- 
cluded, Capt.  B.  (according  to  the  report  in  the  New 
York  Herald)  rose  and  said: 

Gentlemen:  In  explaining  my  conduct  in  relation 
to  leaving  the  Mediterranean  with  the  United  States 
ship  Brandywine,  and  returning  to  this  coast  in  last 
May,  I have  very  little  to  say,  as  a detailed  state- 
ment has  already  been  placed  before  you.  The  facts 
are  ail  in  your  possession,  and  I therefore  confidently 
leave  the  matter  with  you.  I may  simply  say,  that 
in  returning  I was  actuated  by  a belief  that  a war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  was  inevita- 
ble. That  opinion  I distinctly  expressed  before  the  ■ 
council  of  war,  and  I acted  on  it  when  I found  my- 
self on  the  ocean.  My  only  aim  was  to  get  the 
earliest  information  upon  this  point,  and  I wished  to 
be  the  first  to  turn  it  to  the  honor  of  our  navy,  and 
its  advantage.  In  my  opinion  this  could  not  have 
been  so  well  accomplished  as  by  my  appearance  on 
our  coast.  The  English  papers  stated  the  sailing  of 
ships  of  war  for  our  coast,  and  it  was  only  there  that 
I could  render  myself  useful.  Under  this  impression 
I acted;  my  motives  as  well  as  my  acts  are  before 
you.  If  I have  erred  it  has  been  in  judgment  alone. 
This  is  my  conviction;  and  I submit  the  facts  to  the 
consideration  of  the  honorable  (he  secretary  of  the 
navy.  As  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Sprague,  I ask  that  it 
may  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  relations  between  the 
two  countries  continuing  unsettled  did  not  warrant 
his  conclusions,  nor  justify  me  in  submitting  to  his 
judgment,  instead  of  the  American  minister — as  I 
consider  that  commercial  channels  of  news  are  not 


always  to  be  relied  on.  I confidently  expected  that 
my  movement  would  have  been  approved,  if  not  ap- 
plauded. Had  I doubted  this,  I would  have  gone  back 
without  reporting,  by  my  presence  on  the  coast,  ab- 
sence from  an  assigned  station. 

In  coming  into  the  harbor  of  New  York  I was  only 
actuated  by  a desire  to  render  the  ship,  if  possible, 
more  efficient,  by  introducing  new  approved  gunnery 
improvements,  which  I did.  I retired  from  the  ship 
on  account  of  ill  health,  and  only  when  I felt  quite 
sure  that  war  would  not  soon  occur.  All  I did  was 
done  in  good  faith  towards  my  country  and  my  com- 
manding officer;  and  I argue  that  the  subsequent  more 
particular  orders  to  commander  Voorhees  resulted 
from  the  idea  that  he  would,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, on  leaving  Mahon,  proceed  also  to  this  coast. 
The  American  flags  exhibited  at  the  Rock  of  Gib- 
raltar might  have  been  hoisted  to  deceive  me,  and 
they  were  not  seen  when  I opened  the  Rock.  On 
making  the  coast  in  a fog,  the  report  of  a gun  induc- 
ed all  the  officers  of  the  Brandywine  to  suppose,  and 
indeed  to  say  to  the  pilot,  that  the  Ohio  was  off  the 
coast  or  harbor.  I sought  our  shores,  not  to  get 
home,  as  that  word  is  familiarly  used,  but  to  defend 
them.  And  I did  not  enter  the  port  till  all  doubts 
were  settled  as  to  the  existence  of  peace.  If  war 
had  existed,  all  my  dexterity  would  not  have  avail- 
ed me  to  get  in,  for  you  all  know  the  difficulties  and 
risk.  Great  misconception  has  existed  in  the  public 
mind,  but  my  actions  have  been  fairly  judged  of  by 
my  professional  brethren.  The  present  investigation 
will,  I trust,  entirely  exonerate  me. 

Captain  Bolton  then  read  a copy  of  a letter  to  the 
navy  board,  and  then  sat  down.  Commodore  Stewart 
then  asked  the  judge  advocate  if  he  had  got  through. 
He  replied  that  he  had.  Commodore  Stewart  then 
said,  “c;ear  the  court,”  and  the  court  was  cleared. 
On  being  readmitted  we  found  that  the  papers  had 
been  sealed  up  to  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  de- 
partment at  Washington. 

We  also  learn  that  the  court  considered  that  in 
the  case  of  the  Fulton’s  gun,  it  was  fully  proved  that 
the  gun  was  defective.  It  was  also  stated,  but  did 
not  appear  directly  in  the  evidence,  that  so  strong 
was  the  belief  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  in  a 
war,  that  when,  soon  after  the  Preble  left  them, 
they  heard  a cannonading,  they  concluded  she  had 
been  caught,  and  was  having  a fight  with  the  British, 
although  it  turned  out  that  her  commander  was  only 
exercising  his  men  at  their  guns. 

The  United  States  ship  Cyane,  Commander  Strib- 
ling,  bound  to  the  Pacific,  got  under  way  yesterday 
morning,  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  and  proceed- 
ed down  the  river  in  fine  style,  with  the  wind  from 
the  southward. 

We  understand  that  the  frigate  United  States  Capt. 
Armstrong,  destined  for  the  Pacific,  will  be  put  in 
commission  this  morning,  and  will  hoist  the  broad 
pendant  of  Commodore  Jones. 

[Norfolk  Beacon  Nov.  2. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Legislature.  The  general  assembly  has  adjourn- 
ed after  a session  of  three  days  and  a half.  The  bu- 
siness transacted  was  chiefly  of  a private  nature. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Election.  We  have  not  yet  received  the  com- 
plete returns  of  the  result  of  the  late  election. 

The  following  table  from  the  Boston  Atlas,  will 


show  the 

result 

for  representatives  in 

the  several 

counties. 

Whigs.  Opposition. 

No  choice,  rated  not 
to  send. 

Suffolk 

36 

0 

0 

0 

Essex 

17 

7 

5 

6 

Middlesex 

18 

21 

9 

2 

Worcester 

37 

8 

6 

2 

Hampshire 

13 

2 

3 

0 

Plymouth 

10 

10 

2 

3 

Franklin 

10 

5 

3 

2 

Hamden 

2 

10 

8 

0 

Berkshire 

4 

6 

2 

0 

Norfolk 

9 

3 

6 

1 

Bristol 

2 

9 

6 

0 

Barnstable 

2 

0 

0 

0 

160 

81 

50 

16 

In  New  Bedford,  after  three  days  unsuccessful  ef- 
fort to  make  a choice  of  representatives,  it  was  voted 
not  to  send. 


A Negro  Legislator.  They  have  had  some  queer 
doings  at  the  late  election  in  the  Bay  state.  It  seems 
that  in  the  town  of  Townsend,  Massachusetts,  the 
whigs,  Van  Buren  men  and  abolitionists  are  equally 
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divided,  and  each  made  a nomination  for  representa- 
tive. As  in  that  state  a majority  over  all  is  neces- 
sary to  an  election,  both  parties  urged  the  abolition- 
ists to  withdraw  their  nomination,  and  even  propos- 
ed to  unite  with  them  on  a man,  who  should  repre- 
sent either  whig  or  abolition  principles,  or  Van  Bu- 
renism  and  abolition;  but  the  abolitionists  would  run 
their  candidate  or  prevent  a choice.  After  two  or 
three  unsuccessful  ballotings,  the  two  parties,  vexed 
at  the  obstinacy  of  their  abolition  brethren,  deter- 
mined to  give  them  a full-blooded  abolitionist,  with- 
out mistake.  They  accordingly  came  to  an  under- 
standing upon  the  subject,  nominated  a very  black, 
but  very  respectable  old  negro,  and  marching  to  the 
polls  in  a body,  elected  him  as  a representative  to  the 
Massachusetts  legislature  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority! In  Massachusetts  there  is  no  disqualification 
as  to  color,  and  the  negro  had  agreed  to  take  his  seat 
as  a member  if  elected.  It  happened,  however,  that 
the  polls  were  kept  open  longer  than  the  usual  time, 
and  the  election  is  therefore  void.  A new  meeting 
is  to  be  called,  and  if  the  abolitionists  hold  out,  the 
negro  will  be  elected.  [Wear  York  Express. 

One  vote.  Nearly  a dozen  members  were  elect- 
ed by  one  vote  majority. 

School  statistics.  The  amount  raised  by  town 
taxes  the  last  year,  throughout  the  state,  for  school 
purposes,  was  $491,015  23,  which  added  to  the 
amount  of  income  of  the  surplus  revenue  appropriat- 
ed to  the  same  object,  of  $9;529  48,  makes  an  annual 
appropriation  of  half  a million  of  dollars.  The 
number  of  children  returned,  between  the  ages  of 
four  and  sixteen,  is  183,492.  The  average  sum  ap- 
propriated to  the  instruction  of  each  child,  is  $2  70. 

VERMONT. 

Political  Convention.  A whig  state  conven- 
tion has  been  held  at  Montpelier,  which  lasted  three 
days,  and  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions  and  address: 

resolutions. 

Whereas , we  regard  the  distinctive  principles  and 
measures  which  the  people  of  Vermont  have  hitherto, 
in  times  of  trial  and  triumph,  perseveringly  maintain- 
ed to  be  principles  in  accordance  with  those  of  our 
whig  fathers  of  ’76,  and  measures  essential  to  the 
liberty  and  prosperity  of  the  country — 

Resolved,  That  we  do  still  adhere  to  these  princi- 
ples and  measures,  and  commend  them  to  the  con- 
tinued and  constant  support  of  the  people,  unseduced 
by  the  temptations  of  temporizing  policy,  and  unter- 
rified by  the  onsets  of  an  infuriated  opposition. 

Resolved,  That  in  adhering  to  those  principles  and 
measures,  we  must  and  we  do,  insist  upon 

The  separation  of  the  purse  from  the  sword; 

The  reform  of  those  abuses  of  the  appointing  pow- 
er which  have  heretofore  brought  the  patronage  of 
the  federal  government  in  conflict  with  the  freedom 
of  elections; 

The  president  to  be  limited  to  a single  term; 

The  right  of  petition  to  be  maintained  unimpaired; 

The  national  expenses  to  be  regulated  by  a wise 
regard  to  the  necessities  and  welfare  of  the  country; 

The  right  of  the  states  to  the  public  domain  to  be 
sacredly  regarded;  and 

The  protection  of  Ameaican  industry  against  fo- 
reign competition,  by  a discriminating  tariff— and 
against  the  ruinous  effects  of  a depreciated  and  un- 
stable currency  at  home,  by  providing  a sound  and 
steady  national  currency. 

Resolved,  That  the  acts  of  the  late  extra  session  of 
congress — in  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury;  in  pro- 
viding for  the  liquidation  of  the  heavy  national  debt 
which  was  incurred  by  a previous  administration;  in  1 
promptly  furnishing  means  for  the  national  defence; 
and  in  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  states — alone 
entitle  the  present  whig  administration  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  American  people. 

Resolved,  That  while  one  great  measure  of  national 
reform  and  relief  has  failed,  by  a disagreement  be- 
tween the  president  and  congress — a disagreement 
which  we  deeply  regret— we  yet  confide  in  the  wis- 
dom and  patriotism  of  congress  and  the  president  to 
agree  upon  such  a substitute  as  will  meet  the  neces- 
sities and  the  approval  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  whigs  ought  not  to  be  distracted 
by  any  considerations  growing  out  of  recent  events. 
Differences  between  individual  members  of  the  party 
should  not  be  permitted  to  create  disunion,  but  ought 
rather  to  stimulate  to  renewed  effort  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  party  entire.  A spirit  of  liberality  is 
all  that  is  needed  to  insure  concert  of  action,  with- 
out which  no  party  can  long  sustain  itself  or  carry 
out  its  principles. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  open  threat  of  repeal,  made 
by  the  opposition  in  reference  to  the  measures  of 


a whig  administration,  we  are  forewarned;  let  us 
then  be  forearmed,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  all 
the  glorious  fruits  of  the  memorable  victory  of  1840, 
by  henceforth  ever  routing  the  destructives. 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  to  the  whigs  of  Ver- 
mont the  full  exercise  of  the  spirit  of  union  for  the 
sake  of  their  principles  and  their  country;  and  the 
maintence  of  a thorough  and  efficient  political  orga- 
nization, as  a means  of  securing  to  Vermont,  beyond 
all  contingency,  for  the  future,  her  well  earned  and 
honorable  reputation  among  the  whig  states  of  the 
union. 

ADDRESS. 

Whigs  of  Vermont:  Inspired  with  the  conviction 
that  we  have  one  country  to  uphold,  one  constitution 
to  support,  and  one  destiny  to  fulfil;  and  believing 
that  these  objects  may  be  best  attained  by  the  ascen- 
dancy and  development  of  democratic  whig  princi- 
ples, a convention  of  your  whig  fellow  citizens  again 
urges  upon  you  a renewal  of  the  same  zeal,  a re- 
kindling of  the  same  spirit,  and  an  exercise  of  the 
same  mutual  forbearance,  that  animated  and  encou- 
raged, and  sustained  us,  in  the  conflict  of  1840. 

Entertaining  no  ill-tempered  desire  to  hold  up  to 
view  the  errors,  the  follies,  or  the  remissness  of  the 
late  administration  of  the  general  government,  we 
cannot  forbear  asking  you  to  contrast  the  imbecility 
and  inertness  of  the  past  administration,  with  the 
activity,  the  vigilance  and  the  sagacity  of  the  pre- 
sent. Your  own  observation  and  experience  will  be 
our  warrant  for  saying,  that  in  the  short  period  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  accession  of  the  lamented  Har- 
rison to  the  presidency,  more  great  and  patriotic 
measures  have  been  concerted  and  matured,  and 
more  evil  has  been  arrested  in  its  progress,  than  dur- 
ing the  whole  four  years  that  preceded  it. 

In  the  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  aris- 
ing from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  the  execu- 
tion of  which  an  income  will  annually  accrue  to  Ver- 
mont fully  equal  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
state;  in  the  revenue  law,  by  which  provision  is  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  contracted  by  the 
late  administration,  in  the  enlargement  and  re-orga- 
nization of  the  navy,  the  establishment  of  fortifica- 
tions and  other  means  of  defence;  and  in  the  law  for 
the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  system;  we  have  a 
promise  of  abundant  compensation  for  all  the  toil 
and  sacrifices  incurred  in  producing  their  enactment. 
Indeed,  with  a single  exception,  already  do  we  find 
spread  upon  the  statute  book  all  the  great  measures 
of  relief,  expected  from  the  extra  session  of  con- 
gress; and  in  regard  to  that  on  which  a difference  of 
opinion  arose,  we  are  bound  to  indulge,  and  do  in- 
dulge, the  confident  hope  and  belief,  that  at  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  congress  some  general  and  ac- 
ceptable plan  will  be  devised,  in  which  all  the  de- 
partments of  the  government  will  cheerfully  con- 
cur. There  is,  however,  another  subject,  which  has 
been,  and  must  continue  to  be,  made  a question  in 
our  political  contests.  It  is  one  vitally  affecting  the 
prosperity  of  our  state,  and  as  such  demands  our  at- 
tention. By  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act, 
the  duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  in  the  production 
and  manufacture  of  which  American  industry  has 
attempted  a competition,  will  be  reduced  to  so  low 
a point  in  1842,  that  unless  other  measures  are  ma- 
tured, the  spirit  of  rivalry  will  be  extinguished,  and 
the  country  be  again  made  dependent  on  the  labors 
of  the  foreign  agriculturist  and  artizan.  In  other 
words  the  same  question,  though  somewhat  in  a va- 
ried form,  will  again  be  raised,  whether  the  demand 
for  American  labor,  and  the  wages  of  that  labor, 
shall  maintain  the  same  elevated  condition  that  has 
thus  far  made  the  subjects  of  it  respectable,  prospe- 
rous and  happy,  or  whether,  by  diminishing  the  va- 
rieties of  employment,  the  wages  of  labor  and  the 
demand  for  that  labor  shall  be  reduced  to  so  low  an 
ebb,  that  even  the  foreign  artizan  in  his  rags  will 
mock  the  condition  of  our  countrymen? 

Upon  us,  in  an  important  degree,  will  depend  the 
issue  of  this  question.  If  our  principles  are  worthy 
the  effort  that  was  made  for  their  ascendancy,  they 
are  worthy  of  an  equal  effort  to  maintain  and  perpe- 
tuate them.  And  if  we  would  realize  the  good  which 
they  promise  us — if  we  would  preserve  the  prudent 
councils,  the  conservative  and  frugal  policy,  which 
characterize  our  own  state  government,  we  must 
exercise  a degree  of  activity  and  vigilance,  and  in- 
dulge a spirit  of  harmony  and  forbearance  among  our- 
selves, commensurate  with  the  great  objects  to  be  at- 
tained. We  have  adversaries  to  contend  with  who 
give  “no  slumber  to  their  eyelids”  and  no  rest  to 
their  labors.  With  the  cry  of  “REPEAL”  on  their 
lips,  trusting  to  divisions  among  ourselves  for  suc- 
cess, and  “counting  all  as  lost”  if  they  do  not  regain 
the  spoils  of  office,  they  press  forward  with  a hope 
that  never  flags,  and  a zeal  that  never  tires.  Let  the 
whigs  of  Vermont  borrow  patience  and  energy  from 
their  example.  Let  them  remember  the  evils  they 
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have  borne  under  adverse  national  administrations, 
and  learn  to  be  content,  while  under  whig  adminis- 
trations, their  political  “yoke  is  easy  and  their  bur- 
den is  light.”  And  even  as  a matter  of  pride,  let  it 
never  be  said  that  the  whigs  of  Vermont,  by  their 
own  negligence  or  internal  divisions,  have  contribut- 
ed, in  any  degree,  to  dim  the  brightness,  or  obscure 
the  glory  of  “THE  STAR  THAT  NEVER  SETS.” 
WM.  UPHAM,  president. 
Hampden  Cutts,  ) vicg  idcnls_ 

Leonard  Sargeant,  J r 

D.  W.  C.  Clarke, 

Oel  Billings, 

the  tariff. 

The  following  resolutions,  reported  by  the  select 
committee  on  the  governor’s  message,  were  adopted 
by  the  house  of  representatives  of  Vermont  on  the 
3d,  by  the  decisive  vote  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
five  to  three.  Politically  the  house  divides  about 
120  whig  to  85  Van  Buren. 

Resolved,  That  labor,  both  mental  and  corporeal, 
is  not  only  the  most  honorable  means,  but  the  only 
true  source  of  wealth. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  government,  at 
all  times,  to  protect  and  encourage  the  domestic  in- 
dustry of  our  citizens,  by  making  and  enforcing  such 
a tariff  of  duties  as  will  secure  our  home  markets 
from  the  desperate  and  disastrous  floodings  of  foreign 
competition. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  right  to  enjoy  the 
products  of  our  soil  and  labor  as  sacred  and  as  valua- 
ble as  the  right  to  the  soil  itself,  and  that  it  is  equally 
the  duty  of  our  government  to  repel  invasions  and 
encroachments  upon  the  one  as  the  other. 

Resolved,  That  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  are 
alike  vitally  interested  in  such  protection,  and  that 
the  prosperity  of  all  classes  and  occupations  is  main- 
ly dependent  on  the  success  of  our  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interests. 

Resolved,  That  the  tariff  laws  now  existing  are 
highly  defective  and  insufficient,  and  by  that  part  of 
the  compromise  act  which  is  to  take  effect  in  July 
next  will  be  rendered  still  more  defective,  insuffi- 
cient, and  unjust. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instruc- 
ted, and  our  representatives  in  congress  requested, 
to  use  all  honorable  means  in  their  power  to  procure 
the  passage  of  laws  which,  while  they  shall  guard 
against  the  numerous  frauds  and  evasions  now  prac- 
tised upon  us  by  foreigners  and  foreign  agents,  and 
while  they  shall  raise  a revenue  sufficient  only  for 
the  necessary  expenses  of  government,  and  shall 
have  a due  regard  to  the  particular  interests  of  every 
section  of  our  country,  may  give,  by  protective  duties, 
such  a preference  to  domestic  over  foreign  products 
in  our  own  markets,  and  may  so  discriminate  between 
those  articles  which  we  can  and  those  which  we 
cannot  produce  at  home  as  to  give  a just,  sure,  and 
salutary  encouragement  to  the  industry  of  every 
American  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  forward  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress. 

NEW  YORK. 

Parties  in  the  legislature.  The  division  of 
parties  in  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Na*v  York, 
for  the  last  seven  years,  has  been  as  follows: 
senate. 

1835.  1836.  1837.  1838.  1839.  1840.  1841. 
Whigs  4 5 10  14  20  21  15 

V.  Buren  28  27  22  18  12  11  27 

ASSEMSLY. 

Whigs  18  33  100  82  70  66  33 

V.  Buren  100  95  28  46  58  62  95 

The  years  given  above  show  the  periods  of  elec- 
tion. The  session  of  the  legislature  commencing  in 
Jannary  of  the  following  year. 

Political.  The  native  American  party,  N.  York, 
who  contended  for  a modification  of  the  constitution 
in  regard  to  the  elective  franchise,  propose  calling  a 
state  convention,  with  a view  to  an  effective  organi- 
zation of  that  party  throughout  the  state.  The  re- 
cent move  in  the  school  question  is  supposed  to  have 
prompted  this  action. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  governor  has  appointed  the  9th  of  December 
as  a day  of  thanksgiving. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  1 rid  ay,  November 
12th,  to  meet  again  on  11th  January  next.  But  little 
business  of  importance  has  been  transacted.  We 
learn  from  the  Newark  Advertiser  that  Isaac  South- 
ard ir.  was  re-appointed  treasurer  of  the  state,  and 
Mr.’  Gaddis  keeper  of  the  state  prison.  The  bill  to 
compel  the  state  banks  to  resume  specie  payments  on 
or  before  the  5th  of  July  next,  was  not  finally  acted 
upon. 
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Important  law  suit.  Mr.  S.  Waddel,  the  for- 
mer marshal,  of  this  district,  is  litigating  before  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  a very  compre- 
hensive claim  against  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  It 
embraces  all  the  land  under  water  in  all  the  rivers  of 
East  Jersey,  and  for  three  leagues  beyond  the  shore. 
No  farmer  can  build  a little  dock  even,  if  he  succeed. 
All  the  fisheries,  ferries  and  oyster  beds  in  east  Jer- 
sey, depend  upon  the  result.  It  is  the  most  impor- 
tant case  that  has  arisen  since  the  settlement  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  Geo.  Wood  and  Mr.  G.  D.  Wall,  are  employ- 
ed by  the  state  to  defend  its  rights;  and  so  important 
is  the  matter  deemed  by  the  legislature,  that  before 
adjourning  they  passed  this  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  great  and  immediate 
improtance  of  this  cause,  in  respect  to  the  rights  of 
this  state  and  its  citizens,  his  excellency,  the  gover- 
nor, be  requested,  if  he  shall  deem  it  compatible  with 
his  other  public  duties,  to  repair  in  person  to  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  attend  the  said  argument,  on  be- 
half of  this  state. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Waddel  sues  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the 
east  Jersey  proprietors,  and  the  appeal  by  the  state 
to  the  supreme  court,  is  from  a decision  in  the  cir- 
cuit court,  favorable  to  the  claimants. 

The  issue  of  the  suit  will  decide  a similar  claim  by 
the  west  Jersey  proprietors.  [„V.  Y.  Amer. 


VIRGINIA. 

Southwestern  road.  At  a convention  assembled 
on  the  25th  of  Oct.  at  Christianburg  which  number- 
ed about  150  delegates,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  legislature  of  Virginia  for  the  construction 
of  a MeAdamized  road  from  the  Tennessee  line,  near 
Abingdon,  to  the  most  eligible  point  on  James  river. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  legislature  be  applied  to,  to 
make  such  road  wholly  on  state  account,  and  that 
they  be  earnestly  requested  to  commence  the  work 
forthwith. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  members 
be  appointed  to  draft  a memorial  to  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia,  in  accordance  with  the  forego- 
ing resolutions,  and  that  the  members  of  this  conven- 
tion be  requested  to  procure  signatures  to  the  same. 

Reselved,  That  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
demand  the  completion  of  the  work  entrusted  to  the 
James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  and  that  it  is 
expedient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  convention,  that  the 
aid  of  the  state  shall  be  freely  given  to  this  object,  in 
manner  and  extent  as  the  legislature  may  deem  wisest 
and  best. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention,  in 
their  individual  character,  most  respectfully  and  ear- 
nestly appeal  to  the  legislature  to  give  its  early  atten- 
tion to  the  condition  of  our  common  schools,  and  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  shall  in  its  judgment  be 
deemed  necessary  to  place  them  upon  the  most  useful 
and  efficient  footing. 

EDWARD  WATTS,  Pres't. 

John  P.  Matthews,  ) „ , . 

James  W.  Sheffey,  \ Secrela™s. 

GEORGIA. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  commenced  its  annu- 
al session  at  Milledgeville  on  Monday,  1st  instant, 
and  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Robert  M. 
Echols  as  president  of  the  senate,  and  Wm.  B.  Wof- 
ford speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives — both 
members  of  the  opposition  party. 

Of  the  business  already  introduced,  we  observe 
that  bills  have  been  reported  in  both  houses  propos- 
ing a considerable  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  state 
officers,  viz:  the  salary  of  the  governor  to  be  $3,000; 
state  house  officers,  $1,600;  judges,  $1,680;  and  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  $4  per  diem. 

The  message  of  Governor  McDonald,  which  was 
laid  before  the  assembly  on  Tuesday,  is  largely  oc- 
cupied with  the  vexed  questions  of  banking  and  cur- 
rency. It  recommends  a reform  of  the  system  at 
present  in  operation  in  the  state,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a new  state  institution,  with  branches  to  su- 
percede the  local  banks  as  their  charters  expire,  in 
the  following  terms: 

“As  a means  of  obviating  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  disorders  of  the  currency,  a favorable 
change  might  be  made  in  our  banking  system.  The 
Central  bank  is  the  only  institution  which  has  diffused 
its  accommodations  to  the  people  of  every  occupa- 
tion and  profession  throughout  the  state.  This  should 
be  sustained  by  all  the  means  at  the  command  of  the 
legislature.  But,  besides  this  institution,  I am  satis- 
fied that  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted  if 
there  were  but  a single  bank,  located  at  our  princi- 
pal seaport,  with  a capital  adequate  to  all  commer- 
cial purposes,  and  required  to  establish  a branch  at 


each  point  at  which  banking  facilities  are  needed. — 
The  many  advantages  which  this  would  have  over 
the  existing  system  must  be  manifest  to  all.  Every 
section  of  Georgia  would  have  the  same  currency, 
not  liable  to  loss  by  unjust  exactions  of  unreasonable 
premiums  on  exchange,  and  of  nearly  uniform  value 
throughout  the  state.  By  establishing  a substantial 
credit  at  home  it  would  acquire  confidence  abroad, 
and  enable  those  who  wish  to  use  their  funds  in  other 
states  to  dispose  of  the  notes  at  little  or  no  sacrifice. 
There  would  be  but  little  probability  that  those  who 
embark  in  banking  with  the  view  of  fabricating  mo- 
ney for  their  own  use,  could  bring  the  institution  un- 
der their  control  so  as  to  execute  their  purpose. — 
This  should  be  effectually  provided  against  in  the 
charter.  That  many  banks  have  charters  as  yet  un- 
expired may  give  rise  to  some  difficulty  in  carrying 
this  measure  promptly  into  operation.  If  the  act  of 
incorporation  were  immediately  passed,  providing 
that  no  other  bank  should  be  chartered,  and  that  the 
charters  of  those  in  existence,  except  that  of  the 
Central  bank,  should  neither  be  renewed  nor  extend- 
ed, it  would  attract  the  attention  of  capitalists,  and 
accumulate  strength  as  the  other  institutions  expired. 
I submit  these  views  to  your  consideration.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  they  will  encounter  the  opposition  of 
many  of  the  banks  now  in  existence,  and  the  hostility 
of  those  towns  and  cities  ambitious  of  retaining  a 
bank.  But  the  public  interest  alone  should  be  con- 
sulted, and  the  recommendation  is  made  under  the 
firm  conviction  that  it  will  be  promoted  by  it.” 

A reformation  of  the  state  judicial  system,  by  the 
establishment  of  a supreme  court,  is  also  recom- 
mended, as  well  as  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the 
state  constitution  as  to  allow  a change  of  venue  in 
criminal  cases.  On  these  subjects  the  governor  says: 
“The  attention  of  the  general  assembly  has  been 
frequently  called  to  the  amended  constitution,  au- 
thorising the  establishment  of  a supreme  court  for 
the  correction  of  errors.  I again  commend  it  to 
your  consideration.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
principal  object  of  government  is  the  attainment  of 
justice,  it  is  a matter  of  surprise  that  we  should  rest 
quietly  under  the  imperfection  of  our  system  of  ju- 
risprudence, in  which  there  is  neither  security  nor 
certainty.  The  decisions  of  the  circuit  judge  are 
final  and  irreversible,  except  at  his  will.  His  power, 
in  cases  involving  the  life,  property  and  liberty  of 
the  citizen,  is  absolute  and  appalling;  and,  but  that 
we  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  its  exercise  by  a 
single  individual,  it  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a day. 
It  has  been  said,  by  those  opposed  to  this  reform  in 
our  judiciary,  that  if  one  judge  errs,  three  may  err. 
This  is  true;  but  it  is  also  true  that  three  are  not  so 
likely  to  err  as  one,  especially  when  those  three  are 
surrounded  by  circumstances  better  adapted  to  full, 
calm  and  thorough  investigation.  The  principle  is 
anti-republican;  for  the  same  reasoning  would  apply 
to  the  legislature,  and  lead  to  the  concentration  of 
the  law-making  power  in  the  hands  of  a single  indi- 
vidual. The  objection  arising  from  the  alleged  delay 
of  judicial  proceedings  cannot  be  available,  until  it 
is  shown  that  it  is  better  for  a mantosufferthe  wrong 
of  an  erroneous  decision  than,  by  prosecuting  his 
rights,  attain  justice  at  a slight  sacrifice  of  time. — 
The  great  utility  of  such  a tribunal  strongly  recom- 
mends its  adoption.  It  will  produce  uniformity  of 
judicial  determinations;  by  the  settlement  of  legal 
principles  it  will  diminish  litigation;  and,  from  the 
published  reports  of  its  decisions,  an  opportunity  will 
be  afforded  every  man  to  understand  the  authorita- 
tive interpretation  of  the  laws. 

“The  constitutional  provision,  that  the  trial  of  all 
criminal  cases  shall  be  in  the  county  in  which  the 
offence  was  committed,  has  given  rise  to  much  diffi- 
culty, and,  in  some  instances,  flagrant  injustice. — 
From  the  law  regulating  the  selection  of  juries,  an 
offender  has  been  enlarged  on  his  own  recognizance, 
which  amounted  to  an  acquittal,  after  years  of  impri- 
sonment in  the  common  jail,  from  the  impossibility  of 
procuring  a jury  who  had  not  expressed  an  opinion 
on  his  case.  It  is  due  to  public  justice  that  an  im- 
partial trial  should  be  had  in  every  case,  and  for  this 
purpose  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  power  be  given 
to  the  courts  to  direct  a change  of  venue,  when  jus- 
tice cannot  be  obtained  without  it.  I bring  this  sub- 
ject to  your  notice,  that  you  may  give  it  the  conside- 
ration to  which  in  your  judgment  it  may  be  entitled.” 
Another  part  of  the  message  adverts  to  the  misun- 
derstanding between  the  executive  authorities  of 
Georgia  and  New  York  respecting  a fugitive  from 
justice,  who  was  charged  with  the  abduction  of  a ne- 
gro woman,  and  whom  the  governor  of  New  York 
refused  to  arrest  and  surrender  unless  proof  of  the 
facts  of  the  case  was  first  submitted  to  him.  After 
stating  the  circumstances  at  some  length,  the  message 
proceeds  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a regulation 
to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  evil,  as.follows: 

“The  spirit  of  fanaticism,  against  which  we  have 
to  contend,  is  ardent,  untiring,  artful  and  insidious. 


It  has  sent  its  missiles  into  a neighboring  state,  and 
perhaps  into  our  own,  in  incendiary  prints  and  pub- 
lications, concealed  in  packages  of  goods.  Although, 
as  a body,  the  highly  respectable  merchants  of  other 
states,  with  which  we  have  held  commercial  inter- 
course, may  not  engage  in  such  nefarious  business,  it 
is  essential  to  our  safety  and  interest  that  no  avenue 
should  be  left  open  through  which  we  may  be  assail- 
ed. The  open  ground  occupied  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  New  York  on  this  subject  leaves  no 
room  to  doubt  that  a large  part  of  the  population  of 
that  great  state  are  hostile  to  the  institution  of  slave- 
ry; and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it,  would 
destroy  us.  In  this  state  of  things,  our  safety  re- 
quires that  a system  of  police  should  be  adopted  that 
will  protect  us  against  the  possibility  of  harm.  I 
would  therefore  recommend  that  a law  be  passed 
subjecting  to  inspection  every  package  of  goods  that 
shall  be  imported,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  state  of  New  York,  or  any  other  state  manifest- 
ing the  same  disposition  of  hostility  to  our  institu- 
tions; and  that  competent  officers  be  appointed  to 
execute  the  law,  with  sufficient  salaries  to  be  provid- 
ed by  duties  on  goods  imported  from  these  states;  and 
moreover,  that  all  suspected  persons  coming  from 
such  states  be  required  to  find  surety  for  their  good 
behaviour;  and  particularly  that  they  will  in  no  man- 
ner interfere  or  hold  intercourse  with  our  slave  po- 
pulation while  within  our  limits.” 

Much  as  are  to  be  regretted  such  unfortunate  mis- 
understandings between  the  executives  of  different 
states  as  those  which  form  the  basis  of  the  above  re- 
commendation by  Governor  McDonald,  we  think  it 
scarcely  possible  that  there  can  exist  any  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure 
here  proposed  for  the  better  protection  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  of  Georgia  in  their  relations  with 
the  non-slaveholding  states.  Such  a law,  in  our 
judgment,  would  be  clearly  unconstitutional. 

The  above  extracts  appear  to  us  to  embrace  those 
points  in  the  message  which  may  be  deemed  to  be  of 
general  interest.  Besides  these,  the  governor  seems 
disposed  to  aid  the  cause  of  education,  and  is  in  favor 
of  biennial  instead  of  annual  sessions  of  tbe  legisla- 
ture. [Wat,  Intel, 

TENNESSEE. 

According  to  a recent  enumeration  this  state  con- 
tains 119,824  legal  voters.  At  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, the  vote  was  108,680;  at  the  preceeding  govern- 
or election,  106,794;  at  the  late  election  of  governor, 
about  107,000.  [Sun. 

We  have  accounts  from  Nashville  to  the  6th  inst. 
The  legislature  had  been  occupied  most  of  the  week 
in  electing  judicial  and  other  state  officers.  The 
whigs  had  again  called  on  the  thirteen  oppositionists 
in  the  senate  to  take  up  the  resolution  offered  some 
time  since  by  Mr.  Speaker  Turney,  in  order  to  fix  a 
day  for  the  election  of  United  States  senators;  but, 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  again  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  12,  noes  13.  The  speaker  stated,  in 
reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  him,  that  he  had  not 
yet  fixed  upon,  or  thought  of,  any  particular  day  with 
which  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

One  of  the  thirteen  Van  Buren  senators,  who  re- 
fused to  go  into  an  election  for  United  States  sena- 
tors, until  the  candidates  had  given  satisfactory  an- 
swers to  certain  questions,  has  retreated  from  his 
position,  and  offered  resolutions  fixing  a day  for 
election. 


HOME  INDUSTRY. 

The  following  article,  for  a copy  of  which  amend- 
ed from  the  pages  of  the  Northern  Light,  we  are  in- 
debted to  its  author,  is  commended  to  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  advocates  of  free  trade,  as  well  as  to 
the  friends  of  American  industry.  It  treats  of  a to- 
pic, which  will  be  all  absorbing  in  the  approaching 
session  of  congress,  and  of  which  we  are  quite  as 
anxious  to  see  the  opinions  which  President  Tyler 
will  avow,  as  we  are  to  see  his  proposed  project  for 
a fiscal  contrivance  to  obviate  banks,  sub-treasury,  fis- 
cal agents,  and  fiscal  corporations. 

FREE  TRADE  AND  PROTECTION  TO  AME- 
RICAN INDUSTRY. 

BY  ISAAC  K.  LIPPINCOTT. 

Within  the  space  of  ten  months,  the  act  of  con- 
gress, called  the  compromise  act,  will  have  complet- 
ed its  full  operations,  and  discrimination  in  favor  of 
American  labor  and  production,  in  the  adjustment  of 
duties  on  imports,  will  come  to  an  end,  if  not  previ- 
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ously  changed.  As  that  period,  now  so  near,  ap- 
proaches, I conceive  it  becomes  our  duty  to  pause 
and  inquire  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  this  new  order 
of  things  on  the  different  branches  of  industry,  and 
the  condition  of  our  country  under  it. 

“If  it  were  conceded  that  perfectly  free  trade  is 
best  for  all  nations,  still  the  fact  that  no  nation  grants 
it  to  us  is  an  argument  conclusive  why  we  should  not 
grant  it  to  them.”  All  prosperous  civilized  nations 
have  the  capacity  and  power  in  times  of  peace  of 
producing  more  than  they  consume,  and  should  we 
alone  attempt  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  free 
trade,  the  nations  of  Europe  would  still  then,  as  now, 
receive  only  our  cotton  and  a few  other  articles  of 
first  necessity ,'except'under  enormous  duties,  amount- 
ing in  most  cases  to  prohibition,  while  we  should  re- 
ceive all  their  products  at  only  light  revenue  duties, 
which  would  stop  our  manufactories,  and  pay  the 
balance  in  specie,  until  our  stock  of  money  would  be 
so  much  exhausted,  that  prices  of  labor  and  all  our 
productions  would  come  to  be  at  such  low  rates, 
that  we  should  be  compelled  to  go  again  into  manu- 
facturing, under  this  new  condition,  to  supply  our 
necessary  wants,  and  thereby  reduce  the  prices  of  la- 
bor and  all  our  products  to  thes  ame  or  a correspond- 
ing low  rate  of  prices,  and  our  laboring  population  to 
near  the  same  degraded  state  as  the  laboring  classes 
of  Europe;  and  this  must  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  such  a course  of  policy;  for  if  cloth  or 
other  manufacture  is  made  there  with  labor  at  twen- 
ty cents  a day,  it  cannot,  with  a duty  of  twenty-two 
per  cent  on  the  cost  there,  or  twenty  on  the  valua- 
tion here,  be  made  here  and  come  in  fair  competition 
with  the  imported  (the  cost  of  the  raw  material,  ma- 
chinery, & c.  being  about  in  proportion)  until  the 
same  kind  of  labor  comes  down  to  twenty-five  cents 
a day. 

The  statesmen  of  our  southern  states,  who  are  ge- 
nerally gentlemen  of  fortune,  learning  and  leisure, 
have  studied  and  adopted  the  doctrines  of  political 
economy  laid  down  by  Adam  Smith,  M.  Say,  Dr. 
Wayland  and  others,  by  which  it  is  contended  that  a 
duty  on  the  importation  of  any  foreign  product,  is 
exactly  that  amount  of  tax  on  the  consumer,  and  if 
this  duty  is  necessary  to  sustain  the  domestic  produc- 
tion of  the  same  article,  it  is  still  a tax  on  the  con- 
sumer and  a bounty  to  the  producer  to  the  amount  of 
the  duty  on  the  foreign,  and  adds  no  revenue  to  the 
treasury  of  the  country.  As  an  abstract  proposition, 
this  we  admit  to  be  true.  But  there  is  another  doc- 
trine of  political  economy  of  a more  practical  nature 
that  should  also  be  taken  into  the  account,  to  wit,  the 
individual  or  nation  that  sells  more  than  it  buys,  be- 
comes rich,  while  those  who  buy  more  than  they  sell 
become  poor;  and  again  it  continues  to  be  a true  pro- 
verb, that  “the  rich  man  ruleth  over  the  poor,  and 
the  borrower  is  servant  to  the  lender.” 

It  is  another  doctrine  of  political  economy,  and  is 
a true  proposition  in  the  abstract,  that  if  a nation  ex- 
ports one-half  of  its  coin,  and  receives  for  it  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  countries  in  exchange,  it  is  enriched  to 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  specie  exported,  for 
the  remaining  half  will  be  expanded,  or  the  value  of 
it  increased  so  as  to  supply  the  place  of  the  whole, 
or  rather,  which  is  the  same  thing,  prices  of  all 
commodities  would  fall  one-half.  When  this  is  ac- 
complished, on  the  same  principle  one-half  the  re- 
mainder might  be  exported  with  a corresponding  ad- 
vantage. This  could  only  operate  equally  and  bene- 
ficially in  a country  where  the  circulation  is  all  coin, 
where  there  is  no  credit,  and  where  every  man  has 
his  equal  or  relative  proportion  of  money  and  proper- 
ty; and  will  any  one  say  it  could  be  carried  into  ope- 
ration in  this  country  without  ruin  to  three-fourths  of 
the  people?  And  now  in  the  present  condition  of  our 
country  to  adopt  free  trade,  abandon  protective  du- 
ties, and  practically  to  carry  out  such  doctrines  of 
political  economy  would  be  alike  disastrous. 

The  positions  of  the  members  of  the  British  and 
French  parliaments  are  such  as  to  afford  them  every 
facility  and  inducement  to  thoroughly  understand  all 
the  principles  and  theories  of  political  economy,  and 
yet  we  find  the  policy  of  these  nations  has  been  and 
still  is  restrictive  and  protective  to  the  fullest  extent, 
and  that  they  thereby  make  other  nations  tributary 
to  their  aggrandizement  and  greatness,  and  we  are 
now  their  debtors  to  an  immense  amount. 

Exports  from  and  imports  into  the  United  States. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1812 

§38,527,236 

§77,130,000 

1814 

6,927,441 

12,965,000 

1815 

52,557,753 

113,041,274 

1816 

81,920,452 

147,103,000 

1829 

72,358,671 

74,492,527 

1835 

121,693,577 

149,895,742 

1836 

128,663,040 

189,980,035 

1839 

121,028,416 

162,092,132 

1840 

131,571,950 

104,805,891 

The  produce  of  the  soil  and  labor  are  the  founda- 
tion of  all  wealth  and  subsistence,  and  all  values  are 


composed  chiefly  of  these  elements,  whether  they  are 
the  products  of  the  mine,  the  loom,  the  forest,  or  the 
fisheries;  for  all  the  producers  of  these  are  fed  from 
the  soil,  and  if  we  export  a bale  of  cotton  at  ten  cents 
a pound,  worth  thirty  dollars,  and  this  is  made  into 
cloth,  and  the  value  increased  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars by  British  labor,  sustained  by  British  agricul- 
ture, and  we  again  receive  back  the  cloth  so  made, 
we  pay  §270  00  for  the  encouragement  of  British 
agriculture  instead  of  the  same  amount  to  our  own, 
in  case  the  goods  had  been  made  in  our  own  country. 

The  question  at  issue  between  the  north  and  south 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  I conceive  to  be  briefly 
this:  The  cotton  growing  states,  South  Carolina, 

Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  five  in 
number,  conceive  that  the  prosperity  of  their  agri- 
culture will  be  best  promoted  by  importation  and 
consuming  largely  of  the  products  of  foreign  manu- 
facture, and  their  admission  at  the  lowest  rate  of 
duty.  The  eastern,  middle  and  western  states  com- 
prising the  six  New  England  states,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky  and  Michigan,  sixteen  in 
number,  on  the  contrary,  believe  that  the  interests  of 
their  agriculture  are  best  promoted  by  creating  a 
home  market,  by  the  establishment  of  manufactures 


as  appears  to  me  is  likely  to  be  the  case,  from  the 
cause  above  stated;  and  with  all  the  protection  that 
is  asked  by  the  north,  judging  from  our  tables  of  im- 
ports and  exports,  we  shall  still  receive  from  Europe 
full  as  much  or  more  than  all  they  will  take  of  us 
will  pay  for;  and  should  not  this  be  the  case,  the 
§200,000,000  principal,  and  §12,000,000  annual  inte- 
rest, that  we  are  their  debtors,  will  absorb  all  the 
surplus  and  more  than  we  shall  send  them. 

Our  present  embarrassed  condition  has  come  upon 
us  under  a system  of  reduction  of  duties  on  foreign 
imports  under  the  compromise  act,  and  is  the  conse- 
quence of  a combination  of  causes,  one  of  which  is 
the  want  of  a duty  on  foreign  manufactures  sufficient 
to  enable  us  to  produce  our  own  supplies  of  manufac- 
tured iron,  and  woollen,  and  cotton  goods,  and  some 
others,  for  home  consumption,  as  the  tables  of  imports 
of  these  articles  hereafter  given  will  show,  which 
might  a large  portion  of  them  have  been  made  in  this 
country,  and  which,  with  our  extensive  internal  im- 
provement system,  has  enabled  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope to  bring  us  so  vastly  their  debtors,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  we  aie  now  suffering  so  much. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  our  government,  from  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  to  extend  protection  to 
our  manufactures;  and  up  to  1824  all  united  in  this 


among  us,  where  we  can  exchange  the  products i of  j laudable  object,  and  up  to  1833  the  policy  prevailed. 
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our  soil  for  our  clothing,  iron,  glass  and  many  other 
articles,  that  would  otherwise  come  to  us  from  the 
products  of  foreign  labor,  sustained  by  foreign  agri- 
culture, for  the  West  Indies  and  South  America 
would  not  take  and  consume  half  our  surplus  produce 
if  we  had  no  manufactures,  and  Europe  will  not  in 
ordinary  cases  take  it  for  the  iron,  cotton  goods, 
cloth,  &c.  which  we  would  be  compelled  to  receive 
from  abroad  in  case  we  did  not  make  them  our- 
selves. The  five  remaining  states  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Louisiana,  Tennessee  and  Missouri,  being 
partly  cotton  and  sugar  planting  and  partly  grain 
growing  states,  I apprehend,  are  about  as  much  in- 
terested on  one  side  of  this  question  as  the  other. — 
Allowing  then,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the 
interest  of  the  five  cotton  growing  states  would  be 
best  promoted  by  adopting  free  trade,  or  adherence 
to  the  compromise  act,  (which  I do  not  believe),  and 
allowing  also  that  the  other  five  named  states,  from 
similarity  of  institutions  and  contiguous  location,  go 
for  the  same  doctrines,  we  then  have  ten  states,  with 
a population  of  5,942,629,  (including  slaves),  for  one 
course  of  policy,  and  sixteen  states,  with  a popula- 
tion of  10,974,721,  for  the  other  course,  or,  includ- 
ing the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  territories,  a 
population  of  6,000,000  to  11,000,000.  Now  the 
question  arises,  shall  the  majority  or  the  minority 
yield?  If  it  should  be  said  that  we  have  bound  our- 
selves by  the  compromise  act,  we  reply  that  that  was 
on  our  part  a temporary  concession  for  peace,  and 
nothing  more. 

The  duties  on  sugar  and  molasses  are  doubtless 
efficient  protection  to  the  cotton  growing  interest,  and 
are  the  means  of  appropriating  to  the  culture  of  these 
much  land  that  would  otherwise  be  used  for  cotton; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  duty  on  foreign  cotton,  much 
more  of  that  would  be  imported.  The  strong  and 
avowed ‘hostility  of  the  English  to  slavery,  and  their 
selfish  and  exclusive  policy  lead  them  to  give  all  the 
encouragement  they  can  to  the  culture  of  cotton  in 
other  countries. 

These  various  considerations  and  the  additional 
ones  that  labor  and  capital  always  seek  the  most  pro- 
fitable employment;  and  that  if  growing  of  cotton  is 
more  profitable  than  the  cultivation  of  other  agricul- 
tural products  or  manufacturing,  capital  and  labor 
will  be  diverted  to  it,  until  it  shall  be  reduced  to  a 
level  with  other  products  of  the  soil  and  manufac- 
tures; and  that  such  is  the  versatile  character  and 
migratory  propensity  of  the  natives  of  the  eastern 
states,  that  as  soon  as  they  cannot  realise  a profit 
from  the  spinning  of  cotton  or  wool,  or  forging  of 
iron,  they  will  be  found  growing  cotton,  or  in  any 
other  employment  that  will  yield  the  most  profit, 
until  the  market  for  that  and  other  southern  products 
shall  be  overstocked,  and  the  profit  of  their  culture 
reduced  to  the  same  state  of  depression  as  the  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  north  and 
west  would  be  brought  by  the  adoption  of  this  free 
trade  policy,  and  the  withdrawing  of  protection  from 
our  manufacturing  interests,  should  induce  oursouth- 
ern  citizens  to  pause,  and  examine  the  subject,  and 
inquire  whether  or  no  to  afford  to  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  a living  protection  is  not  also  for  their 
interest. 

In  case  of  war  with  England  or  France,  the  sup- 
plies of  their  manufactures  and  that  market  for  cot- 
ton and  other  southern  staples  would  be  nearly  all 
cut  off  and  destroyed;  and  this  is  a strong  reason  why 
all  parts  of  the  union  should  unite  in  encouragement 
to  our  manufactures,  and  more  especially  tNe  south, 
to  give  them  a home  market  in  case  the  foreign  is 
destroyed  by  war,  or  much  reduced  in  time  -of  peace, 


But  the  belligerent  condition  of  Europe,  and  our  neu- 
tral position  prior  to  1808,  were  such  as  greatly  to 
encourage  and  stimulate  our  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, to  the  almost  total  neglect  of  manufactures; 
and  the  war  of  1812  found  us  destitute  of  such  manu- 
factures as  were  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
country  and  provide  for  our  comfort.  This  called 
into  existence  various  manufacturing  establishments, 
and  on  the  return  of  peace,  the  duties  necessary  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  war,  gave  them  ample  pro- 
tection and  increased  their  amount.  Being  thus  called 
into  existence,  they  were  fostered  and  sustained  by 
different  enactments  of  congress  up  to  1833,  when 
the  compromise  act  was  passed.  The  reductions  un- 
der that  act  have  been  so  small  and  gradual,  that  as 
yet  most  of  our  establishments  have  been  sustained. 
But  its  operations  in  1842  must  be  most  disastrous  to 
many  of  them,  as  I shall  hereafter  show.  This  change 
of  policy  will  diminish  the  ability  of  the  country  to 
consume  foreign  products,  and  adopting  the  maxim, 
that  “those  who  do  not  buy  cannot  sell,”  as  it  will 
diminish  the  ability  of  the  consumers  of  this  country 
to  consume  foreign  products,  the  demand  for  cotton 
must  also  be  diminished. 

There  is  a capacity  in  times  of  peace  and  prolific 
seasons  in  our  country  to  produce  more  than  is  want- 
ed for  our  own  consumption;  and  if  other  countries 
would  take  as  much  for  our  surplus  products  as  wquld 
pay  for  such  articles  as  their  abundant  capital  and 
cheap  labor  would  enable  them  to  send  us  at  lower 
rates,  and  us  to  purchase  with  the  fruits  of  our  own 
industry  with  a less  amount  of  labor  than  we  can 
make  them  for  here,  then  the  exchange  would  be  be- 
neficial, and  we  might  dispense  with  protecting  du- 
ties; for  with  light  taxation  and  abundance  of  cheap 
and  fertile  lands,  we  might  export  sufficient  to  pay 
for  our  imports,  even  without  degrading  our  laboring 
population  to  that  condition  of  poverty  and  ignorance 
that  prevails  among  that  class  in  Europe;  such  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case. 

But,  proclaim  the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  abolish 
all  discriminating  and  protecting  duties,  and  what 
would  be  the  consequences? 

The  first  would  be  an  effort  on  the  part  of  foreign 
manufactures  to  break  down  our  rival  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  which  they  would  to  a great  ex- 
tent accomplish.  The  low  prices  to  which  their  ma- 
nufactured goods  would  thus  be  reduced,  would  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  them,  require  large  ship- 
ments of  specie  to  pay  for  the  excess  of  imports 
caused  thereby;  stop  the  operations  of  rival  manufac- 
tories in  this  country;  deprive  the  workmen  engaged 
therein  of  their  accustomed  employment;  sink  a large 
amount  of  the  capital  invested  therein,  and  bring 
a general  depression  and  distress  on  the  country, 
and  all  branches  of  our  agriculture  would  suffer;  in- 
cluding the  producers  of  rice,  cotton  and  tobacco, 
for  our  interests  are  so  connected  and  interwoven, 
that  while  part  are  depressed  the  others  cannot  be 
prosperous. 

In  this  country  agriculture  is  the  natural  resort  of 
most  persons  who  fail  of  success  in  other  occupations, 
and  especially  so  of  those  accustomed  to  and  capable 
of  enduring  hard  manual  labor;  hence  the  efiect  would 
be  to  drive  many  who  are  now  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing to  be  farmers;  and  to  those  who  have  the  means 
of  acquiring  but  a small  track  of  our  cheap  lands,  its 
low  price  and  great  productiveness  may  afford  the 
means  of  subsistence.  But  there  are  thousands  who 
have  not  the  power  or  means  of  this  change,  and 
who  must  submit  to  such  reductions  in  their  wages 
and  means  of  subsistence,  as  will  reduce  them^to  a 
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state  approximating  to  that  of  the  operatives  employ- 
ed in  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  old  coun- 
tries, who  subsist  on  soups,  oatmeal  and  vegetables, 
getting  meat  perhaps  once  a week  as  a luxury,  and 
who  seldom  if  ever  taste  tea  or  coffee,  which  are  now 
used  by  nearly  all  our  laboring  population  as  neces- 
sary comforts. 

This  would  still  further  depress  our  already  de- 
pressed prices  of  agricultural  products,*  for  the  num- 
ber of  producers  would  be  increased  without  any  ad- 
dition to  the  number  of  consumers.  Our  fellow  citi- 
zens of  the  south  contend  that  these  low  prices  of  the 
necessary  articles  of  their  consumption,  would  pro- 
mote their  interests  by  lightening  the  burthens  on 
their  products,  and  give  them  better  profits  on  their 
capital  and  labor;  but  let  them  remember  that  with- 
out protection  to  the  sugar  and  molasses  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  those  states  would  produce  immense 
quantities  of  cotton;  and  that  as  long  as  the  produc- 
tion of  cotton  is  more  profitable  than  the  culture  of 
corn,  wheat  and  other  productions  of  the  soil  and 
manufactures,  capital  and  labor  will  be  diverted  to 
its  production,  by  appropriating  to  it  lands  now  oc- 
cupied with  other  culture,  and  the  clearing  and  im- 
proving of  new  lands,  until  it  will  be  brought  to  the 
same  or  a corresponding  rate  of  reduced  prices  and 
profits  as  other  agricultural  products,  by  greatly  in- 
creasing its  products  beyond  the  wants  of  consump- 
tion. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that,  while  theorists 
are  disseminating  their  doctrines  of  free  trade,  the 
governments  of  Europe,  and  especially  the  statesmen 
at  the  head  of  the  British  government,  understand- 
ing their  true  interests,  and  carrying  out  the  princi- 
ple of  protection  to  their  own  industry,  are  exerting 
great  efforts  to  extend  the  culture  of  cotton  in  British 
India,  in  place  of  the  opium  heretofore  smuggled  into 
China,  and  to  render  themselves  independent  of  us 
as  far  as  they  can.  And  shall  we  adopt  no  measures 
to  counteract  that  policy,  and  provide  for  our  own 
wants? 

Different  countries  of  continental  Europe  are  ra- 
pidly extending  their  manufacturing  establishments 
and  manufactured  products,  by  the  introduction  of 
new  and  improved  machinery,  and  the  prices  of  their 
labor  and  provisions  being  lower  than  in  England, 
they  too,  will  soon  be  more  powerful  rivals  in  our 
markets. 

Agriculture  is  the  paramount  interest  of  our  coun- 
try, employing  probably  more  than  half  of  our  popu- 
lation, and  is,  consequently,  that  which  is  most  enti- 
tled to  protection  and  encouragement.  Hence  the 
question  arises,  what  course  of  policy  is  best  calcu- 
lated to  effect  this  great  object?  We  answer,  the 
constitutional  exercise  of  those  powers  and  duties 
assigned  by  the  people  to  the  general  government, 
and  denied  to  the  governments  of  the  respective  states, 
by  the  passage  of  such  laws  and  the  adoption  of  such 
regulations  as  will  give  our  manufacturers  the  supply 
of  our  own  market,  countervail  the  restrictive  policy 
of  foreign  nations,  and  protect  the  industry  of  our 
own  citizens  from  the  injurious  consequences  of  for- 
eign regulations  and  rivalry  of  the  products  of  other 
countries.  And  the  protection  that  we  would  give, 
should  be  by  laying  sufficient  duties  on  such  foreign 
agricultural  products  as  our  country  is  fitted  to  pro- 
duce; and  on  such  manufactured  goods  as,  with  a 
moderate  discriminating  duty,  would  afford  sufficient 
revenue  for  the  support  of  our  government,  and  put 
our  country  in  such  a state  of  defence  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  protect  us  against  insult  and  aggression 
from  foreign  powers,  and  sustain  our  domestic  indus- 
try. As  the  foreign  demands  for  our  pork,  beef,  but- 
ter, cheese,  grain  and  flour  are  of  very  limited  extent, 
and  they  are  not  at  all  admissible  in  the  ports  of 
Europe  except  under  heavy  duties,  or  in  times  of 
scarcity  there,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  provide  some 
market  for  the  consumption  of  these  products;  and 
how  otherwise  can  this  be  done  but  by  providing  a 
home  market,  by  sustaining  the  production  of  manu- 
factures that  we  have  no  other  means  to  pay  for,  and 
for  which  we  can  exchange  those  products  at  home, 
for  which  there  is  no  market  abroad,  and  thereby 
give  direct  and  effectual  protection  not  only  to  the 
grain  and  provision  growing,  but  also  to  the  sugar, 
cotton,  rice  and  tobacco  producing  interest,  as  has 
been  before  shown. 

If  it  should  be  alleged,  that  all  this  may  be  done 
without  these  protecting  duties;  our  answer  is,  that 
this  is  comparatively  a new  country;  that  much  labor 
is  necessarily  employed  in  clearing  up  our  new  lands, 
building  our  bouses,  making  our  roads,  and  establish- 
ing the  means  of  intercourse;  and  that  money  and 
accumulated  active  capital  are  scarce. 

We  have  not  at  hand  full  statistical  details  of  all 
the  manufactories  of  the  United  States,  but  give  a 

*There  is  now,  September  6,  1841,  owing  to  the  fai- 
lures of  crops,  a good  demand  ibr  bread  stuff's,  but  pork 
is  extremely  low,  with  small  demand,  and  also  other  ptc- 
visions. 


few  in  one  state  only,  which  will  afford  some  idea  of 
their  vast  extent.  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
there  are  309  cotton  factories,  with  619,276  spindles; 
203  woollen  factories,  with  112,930  spindles;  88  iron 
works;  749  slitting  mills  and  nail  machines;  28  card 
factories;  99  paper  mills;  and  5 glass  factories.  The 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  manufacturing  in  this 
country  is  very  large,  and  probably  exceeds  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  is  believed  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  vast  amount  would  be 
lost  if  the  compromise  act  shall  be  carried  out  un- 
changed. The  following  statement  will  show  the 
operation  of  that  act  on  some  of  our  prominent  ma- 
nufactures, and  particularly  on  those  of  iron,  wool- 
lens and  glass.  By  the  act  of  1832,  a duty  of  four 
cents  a pound,  and  forty  per  cent  ad  valorem  was  laid 
on  imported  wool  costing  over  eight  cents  a pound; 
on  cotton  three  cents  per  pound;  on  Brussels  carpet- 
ing fifty  cents  the  square  yard;  ingrained  carpeting 
forty-five  cents  the  square  yard;  on  flannels,  baizes, 
and  coach  laces  thirty-five  per  cent  ad  valorem;  and 
on  cloths,  cassimeres  and  some  other  manufactures  of 
wool,  and  on  ready  made  clothing,  fifty  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  On  all  printed,  stamped  or  painted  floor 
cloth  forty-three  cents  a square  yard.  On  iron  in 
bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  by  rolling,  ninety 
cents  per  112  pounds;  on  bar  or  bolt  iron  made  by 
rolling,  thirty  dollars  per  ton;  on  pig  iron  fifty  cents 
per  112  pounds;  on  vessels  of  cast  iron  one  and  a half 
cents  a pound;  and  on  other  castings  one  cent  a pound; 
on  rods  three-sixteenths  to  eight-sixteenths  of  an 
inch,’  on  nail  or  spike  rods,  or  nail  plates,  band  sheet 
or  hoop  iron,  three  cents  per  pound;  on  iron  spikes 
four  cents  per  pound;  and  on  cut  and  wrought  nails 
five  cents  per  pound;  on  steel  $1.50  per  112  pounds; 
pig  lead  three,  and  white  lead  five  cents  per  pound; 
on  window  glass  not  above  eight  by  ten,  three  dol- 
lars per  100  feet;  not  above  ten  by  twelve  $3.50,  and 
above  ten  by  twelve  $4;  and  on  other  manufactures 
of  glass  high  rates  of  duty.  On  all  manufactures  of 
cotton  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  and  provided 
that  all  cotton  goods  not  colored,  and  costing  less 
than  thirty  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at 
thirty  cents  the  square  yard;  and  all  colored  cotton 
goods  costing  less  than  thirty-five  cents  the  square 
yard,  shall  be  valued  at  thirty-five  cents  a square 
yard,  and  pay  duty  accordingly,  thus  making  the  du- 
ties on  many  articles  of  cotton  forty  to  fifty  per  cent. 

By  the  compromise  act  the  duty  of  fifty  per  cent, 
on  woollen  goods  has  been  reduced  by  four  reduc- 
tions, made  once  in  two  years,  to  thirty-eight  per 
cent;  and  by  that  act,  a reduction  of  eighteen  per 
cent,  will  be  made  in  the  first  six  months  of  1842,  or 
taking  the  home  valuation  at  two  per  cent,  sixteen; 
thus,  twelve  per  cent,  has  been  gradually  taken  off’  in 
eight  years,  and  sixteen  per  cent,  is  suddenly  to  come 
off  in  six  months,  and  the  reduction  of  duty  on  im- 
ported wool  is  about  at  the  same  rate.  If  our  wool- 
len manufacturers  depended  on  the  foreign  market 
for  their  raw  material,  and  if  the  cost  of  the  wool 
was  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  manufactured  goods, 
then  they  would  save  eight  per  cent,  and  lose  sixteen, 
making  the  actual  loss  eight  per  cent,  which  is  pro- 
bably quite  equal  to  their  present  rate  of  profit;  but 
what  is  to  become  of  the  American  wool  grower,  if 
the  present  already  low  price  is  to  be  reduced  six- 
teen per  cent.?  and  if  the  present  prices  of  wool  are 
so  low,,  that  the  foreign  cannot  be  used  even  with 
this  reduction  of  duty,  then  the  manufacturers  lose 


respondingly  reduced  in  prices.  And  so,  too,  with 
regard  to  some  articles  of  the  cotton  manufacture 


cents  per  square  yard  on  white  goods;  if  the  cost  was 
fifteen  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty  would  be  fifty 
percent.;  and  on  colored  goods  costing  seventeen 
and  a half  cents  or  less  per  square  yard,  the  duty 
would  be  fifty  per  cent,  and  upwards,  which  would 
be  reduced  by  deductions  already  made  twelve  per 
cent,  and  in  the  first  six  months  of  1842  sixteen  per 
cent.;  and  besides  the  manufactures  of  cotton  goods, 
which  come  in  competition  with  the  imported,  will 
not  have  the  advantage  that  may  result  to  the  wool- 
len manufactures  in  a reduction  in  the  cost  of  the 
raw  material.  Cotton  stuffs  for  men’s  summer  wear, 
moleskins,  caiicoes  and  some  other  cotton  goods  are 
imported  in  large  quantities  under  the  present  rates 
of  duty,  and  with  a duty  of  only  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  doubtless  much  greater  quantities  of  these 
and  other  articles  will  be  imported. 

The  prices  of  pig  iron  in  Liverpool  in  December 
last  were  from  £3  15s.  to  £i,  and  taking  it  at  the 
highest  price,  which  was  for  No.  1 or  best  quality, 
and  rating  the  pound  sterling  at  $4  80,  is,  $19  20 
Add  for  freight  and  other  expenses,  say  3 80 


Duty  of  pig  iron  by  act  of  1832  is,  per 

ton  $10  00 

The  four  biennial  reductions,  rating  the 

cost  at  $19  20  2 46 


Making  the  present  duty  $7  54 

Twenty  per  cent,  on  $23,  the  cost  here 
with  freight,  and  expenses  added  4 60 


Making  the  reduction  in  first  six  months 
of  1842  $2  94 

Or  about  fifteen  per  cent. 

The  price  of  bar  iron  in  Wales  the  third  of  April 
last  has  been  stated  to  the  £ 7 5s.  which  is 
equal  to  $35  80 

Allow  for  freight  and  other  expenses  4 20 


Cost  here 

Duty  by  act  of  1832 

Deduct  the  four  biennial  reductions 

Making  the  present  duty 
Twenty  per  cent.  July  1,  1842,  on  $■ 


$40  00 

$30  00 

7 16 

$22  84 

8 00 


Making  the  reduction  in  first  six  months  of 
1842  $14  84 

Or  about  thirty-seven  per  cent,  reduction  of  duty  on 

the  cost  in  Wales  from  the  present  rales  paid.  The 
quotations  of  nail  rods  in  Wales  in  April  last,  (1841), 
was  £8  15s.  and  hoops  .£10,  the  average  of  these 
would  be  £9  7s.  6d.;  but  we  will  take  £9  10s.  as  the 
average  price  of  these  and  sheet  iron,  rods  and  other 
iron  subject  to  the  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound, 
and  the  calculation  and  reductions  will  stand  thus: 
£9  10s.  equal  $45  60 

Say  transportation  and  other  expenses  4 40 


Cost  in  our  commercial  cities 


$50  00 


The  duty  of  three  cents  per  lb.  amounts  to  $67  20 
The  four  biennial  reductions  of  the  excess  over 

20  per  cent,  on  the  cost  in  Wales  is  19  23 


Leaving  the  present  rate  of  duty  $47  97 

Twenty  pfer  cent,  on  the  cost  here  in  1842  say 
on  $50,  is  10  00 


Making  the  reduction  of  duty  in  1842  per  ton  $37  97 
Or  on  $45.60,  the  cost  in  Wales,  of  83  per  cent.* 
On  spikes,  cut  nails  and  some  other  articles  the 
duty  amounts  to  a prohibition. 

The  rates  of  reduction  on  window  glass  and  pig 
lead,  white  lead,  ready  made  clothing,  shoes,  boots, 
floor  cloths,  carpeting  and  many  other  articles  will 
be  very  great.  Of  some  of  the  above  enumerated  arti- 
cles subject  to  these  high  rates  of  duty,  large  quanti- 
ties have  been  annually  imported.  Of  some,  the  home 
production  has  chiefly  supplied  the  consumption,  and 
of  others  entirely.  The  reports  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  show  the  following  amount  of  importa- 
tions of  some  of  the  above  enumerated  articles: 


Value, 

1836. 

Value, 

1S37. 

Value , 
183S. 

Value , 
1839. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Cotton  nianuf 

17,876  H7 

1 1, 150,841 

6 599,330 

14  692  397 

Woollt  ns  do. 

12, 751.430 

4,243  548 

6 967,530 

10  646,067 

Iron  &.  steel 

12  892,648 

11,119,548 

7,418,504 

6,768,391 

Wool  costing 

over  8 cents 

per  lb. 

171,918 

Leather 

1,305.709 

Glassware 

659,474 

Raw  cotton  2 222  728  pounds  amounting  to 

287,435 

Making  the  cost  when  landed  here, 


$23  00 


In  addition  to  the  large  amounts  of  these  goods  im- 
ported, the  aggregate  amount  of  the  same  articles 
produced  in  the  country,  is  probably  at  least  three  or 
four  times  as  much,  and  the  effect  on  those  branches 
of  our  manufactures  by  the  great  reductions  of  1842 
has  already  been  stated.  It  is  my  opinion  that  on 
the  articles  of  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  sheet,  hoop  and  all 
sorts  of  rolled  iron,  nails,  wire  and  steel,  and  on  win- 
dow glass,  and  white  and  other  lead,  and  perhaps 
some  others  which  generally  are  of  nearly  uniform 
value,  the  duties  imposed  ought  to  be  specific,  and 
not  ad  valorem  duties;  because  more  easily-  ascertain- 
ed, and  not  liable  to  be  influenced  by  fraudulent  or 
conflicting  valuations  or  invoices,  and  also  because 
it  would  prevent  the  fluctuations  in  the  market  here 
from  being  as  great  as  under  ad  valorem  duties;  be- 
cause the  amount  of  duty  being  uniform,  the  duty 
paid,  when  low  in  the  place  from  whence  imported, 
will  be  the  same  as  when  high,  and  hence  the  diffe- 
rence in  cost  here  would  be  only  the  difference  in 


*1  am  informed  that  iron  in  Great  Britain  has  recently 
fallen  in  price,  so  that  the  quotations  here  given,  are  pro- 
bably now  about  the  prices  in  Liverpool;  and  I appre- 
hend the  allowance  given  for  freight,  &c.  high  enough. 
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price  there,  and  not  the  fall  in  price  there,  and  a cor- 
responding fall  in  the  amount  of  duty  also. 

I also  believe  that  the  duties  on  all  articles  import- 
ed into  this  country  and  paying  duties,  should  he 
paid  in  cash  whenever  taken  into  the  possession  of 
the  importer  or  consignee  to  be  brought  into  the 
market,  as  provided  in  the  compromise  act.  This 
would  have  a tendency  to  check  excess  of  imports, 
and  to  prevent  fluctuations  in  the  money  market,  and 
in  the  currency;  for  then  whenever  an  excess  of 
goods  should  be  brought  in,  the  demands  for  money 
to  pay  the  duties  would  at  once  check  such  excess, 
and  prevent  those  fluctuations  which  have  so  fre- 
quently occurred  under  the  system  of  long  credits 
heretofore  given. 

The  peculiar  state  of  the  times  which  we  are  now 
experiencing,  and  which  have  been  brought  upon  us 
by  excessive  importations,  short  crops  and  an  ex- 
panded currency,  have  so  diminished  our  national 
revenues,  that  some  alterations  or  amendments  in  our 
tariff  laws  are  required  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment. Hence  the  question  arises,  in  what  manner 
shall  this  be  accomplished  so  as  best  to  promote  the 
general  prosperity  of  our  whole  country?  I am  aware 
that  there  is  a diversity  of  opinion  on  this  important 
and  difficult  subject,  and  that  our  fellow  citizens  of 
the  south  believe  that  protection  operates  injuriously 
on  them.  But  I am  fully  confident  that  if  the  princi- 
ple of  discriminating  duties  and  protection  to  our 
manufactures,  and  particularly  those  of  wool,  iron 
and  glass,  and  some  others  are  not  granted,  many  of 
them  in  the  year  1842  will  be  compelled  to  cease 
operations  and  discontinue  their  business  altogether, 
which  will  produce  injury  to  the  south  as  well  as  the 
north.  Nor  can  they  again  resume  at  any  distant 
period,  unless  the  prices  of  labor  and  all  the  products 
of  agriculture,  partaking  of  the  general  depression 
which  must  follow,  (without  the  occurrence  of  war 
or  some  unforeseen  like  cause),  shall  be  so  depressed 
that  they  can  be  resuscitated,  and  again  put  in  opera- 
tion under  a new  condition  of  our  hitherto  happy  and 
prosperous  country. 

We  have  the  best  country,  the  best  government, 
and  the  most  intelligent  and  enterprising  population 
in  the  world,  and  yet,  by  some  wrong  steps,  we  have 
got  into  some  temporary  difficulty,  which,  by  pursu- 
ing the  right  course,  may  soon  be  retrieved;  but  be- 
cause we  have  suffered  from  one  excess  or  extreme, 
let  us  not  voluntarily  bring  ourselves  into  still  grea- 
ter difficulty  and  distress,  by  running  into  the  op- 
posite extreme.  Let  us  not  adopt  any  plausible  ab- 
stract theories  in  preference  to  tried  and  success- 
ful practice,  and  in  grasping  at  a phantom  lose  a 
good  substantial  substance. 

It  has  been  found  by  experience,  that  in  many 
cases  protection  diminishes  prices  by  stimulating 
production  and  competition  at  home  with  the  foreign, 
until  the  prices  are  reduced  to  lower  rates  than  the 
same  articles  could  be  previously  imported  at  from 
abroad. 

In  the  articles  of  coarse  cotton  goods,  shoes,  hats, 
and  many  others  which  are  the  product  of  what  is 
generally  denominated  mechanical  labor,  and  per- 
haps cut  nails  and  some  products  of  our  larger  ma- 
nufacturing establishments,  I have  no  doubt  but  they 
are  much  cheaper,  taking  their  superior  durable 
qualities  into  the  account,  than  they  would  be  afford- 
ed at  from  other  countries,  with  a revenue  duty  only, 
and  our  coarse  cotton  fabrics  rival  the  foreign  in 
foreign  markets;  and  in  many  other  articles,  the  com- 
petition of  our  own  with  the  foreign,  gives  them  to 
the  consumer  at  cheaper  prices  than  he  would  re- 
ceive the  foreign,  with  a revenue  duty.  But  admit- 
ting that  the  articles  come  to  the  consumers  at  prices 
increased  by  the  whole  amount  of  duty  laid  on  them, 
(which  has  been  already  shown  is  not  the  fact,)  yet 
the  better  market  afforded  to  the  farmer  and  planter 
for  his  products  by  the  establishment  of  these  manu- 
factures among  us,  more  than  remunerates  him  for 
any  small  additional  price  he  may  have  to  pay  in 
consequence  of  the  protection  given.*  Hence,  pro- 
tection sustains  our  manufactures;  our  manufactures 
sustain  our  agriculture;  and  both  contribute  to  our 
commerce;  and  when  our  agriculture,  which  is  our 
greatest  interest,  is  prosperous,  it  imparts  its  benefits 
to  all  other  classes,  by  enabling  them  to  consume 
more  of  other  foreign  products;  for  if  the  farmer 
cannot  sell  he  cannot  buy;  and  when  his  crops  are 
abundant,  without  a foreign  demand,  and  prices  are 
thereby  reduced  to  one-half,  the  cities,  towns  and 
villages  get  their  supplies  of  provisions  for  one-half 
the  money  they  did  before,  and  they  have  the  other 
half  on  hand  unavailable;  and  receiving  but  half  as 

* If  a fanner  has  to  pay  twenty-five  per  cent  higher  on 
the  iron,  glass,  woollens,  and  a few  other  articles  he  con- 
sumes amounting  to  $125,  and  sells  the  produce  of  his 
farm,  amounting  to  $1,000,  twenty-five  per  cents  higher 
in  consequence,  he  then  pays  $25  for  protection,  and  re- 
ceives $200,  and  thereby  gains  $175;  and  this,  I believe, 
to  be  about  the  true  state  of  the  case. 


much  money,  can  expehd  but  half  as  much  for  the 
articles  they  would  desire  to  purchase;  hence  the 
merchant  and  mechanic  gets  but  half  employment, 
and  is  idle  half  his  time,  and  does  not  make  half  as 
much  money,  for  rents  and  foreign  goods  do  not  fall 
in  proportion.  This  is  no  fiction,  but  has  been  in  a 
measure  the  condition  of  our  country;  and  will  be 
again,  if  free  trade  doctrines  are  to  prevail.  And  as 
the  prosperity  or  adversity  of  the  north,  as  already 
shown,  extend  their  effects  to  the  south  in  a greater 
or  less  degree,  the  cotton,  rice  and  tobacco  growing 
states  are  now  in  common  with  us,  suffering  from  the 
causes  already  assigned. 

If  our  sothern  statesmen  would  look  to  facts  and 
practical  results,  instead  of  abstract  theories  of  poli- 
tical economy,  which,  although  true  in  theory,  are 
not  in  practice  applicable  to  our  country  in  its  pre- 
sent condition;  and  could  they  be  able  to  lay  aside 
all  prejudice,  I firmly  believe  that  they  would  see 
this  subject  as  I do,  and  discover  that  it  is  for  their 
true  interest  as  well  as  ours  to  be  willing,  nay,  desi- 
rous to  afford  to  our  existing  manufactures  a living 
protection,  which  is  all  that  we  ask;  and  this  we  con- 
ceive that  we  are  entitled  to  in  all  conscience,  equity 
and  good  faith;  and  we  are  fully  aware  that  a stimu- 
lating protection  is  injurious  to  the  true  interests  of 
the  manufactures  themselves,  and  we  do  not  desire  it. 

This  is  a question  involving  great  national  interests, 
nay,  our  national  independence,  and  should  be  consid- 
ered calmly  and  dispassionately;  and  if  so  viewed  by  all 
with  a feeling  of  patriotism  and  concession,  I believe 
that  it  would  be  easy  to  reconcile  conflicting  opinions; 
and  that  it  would  be  discovered  that  the  interests  of 
our  country  are  one  and  the  same;  that  the  same 
course  of  policy  that  will  give  prosperity  to  the  east 
and  north,  the  middle  and  the  west,  will  also  confer 
it  on  the  south;  and  that  we  should  not  trust  for  much 
of  our  necessary  supplies  to  a nation  that  may  soon 
be  in  hostile  array  as  our  enemy. 

A certain  amount  of  revenue  is  required  for  the 
support  of  our  national  government,  which  we  trust 
all  will  admit,  should  be  raised  by  duties  on  our  im- 
ports; and  whether  it  is  raised  by  such  discriminating 
duties  as  will  enable  our  manufactures,  already  estab- 
lished, to  continue  operations,  or  shall  be  laid  on  all 
alike,  without  reference  to  that  object;  if  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  south  at  all,  I apprehend,  for  the 
reasons  already  given,  that  their  true  interests  will 
be  found  in  the  adoption  of  the  former  course  of 
policy.  The  usual  estimate  of  profit  on  manufactur- 
ing is  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  capital  invest- 
ed. At  least  half  of  this  is  spent  and  absorbed  in 
wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  decay  of  buildings,  the 
support  of  family,  &c.  so  that  if  you  take  from  the 
manufacturer  but  five  per  cent,  you  take  his  clear 
income  on  his  capital,  and  thereby  ruin  his  business, 
and  leave  him  with  only  a living  and  rio  clear  income; 
and  reduce  it  ten  per  cent,  and  his  means  of  subsis- 
tence from  income  is  also  gone,  and  his  buildings  and 
machinery  rendered  of  no  value,  for  the  value  of  pro- 
perty is  measured  by  its  income,  and  if  yielding  no 
income,  is  of  no  value  until  converted  to  other  pur- 
poses; and  is  it  not  evident,  from  the  statements  al- 
ready given,  that  in  many  branches  of  our  manufac- 
tures, the  reductions  in  the  first  six  months  of  next 
year  are  much  over  ten  per  cent? 

It  is  said  that  the  manufacturers  will  receive  effi- 
cient aid  from  the  system  of  cash  duties  and  home 
valuation  provided  under  the  compromise  act;  but 
let  us  examine  this  subject,  and  see  how  it  stands. 
I have  no  practical  experience  in  the  importing  busi- 
ness, nor  have  I made  particular  inquiries  into  this 
subject,  but  will  give  what  I consider  a liberal  ave- 
rage estimate  and  allowance  for  them:  and  first,  the 
raw  material,  the  labor,  and  nearly  all  other  expenses 
of  domestic  manufacture  are  cash  articles,  and  paid 
for  before  the  article  is  brought  into  market,  and 
hence  the  importers  should  pay  cash  for  the  duties  to 
put  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  American 
manufacturer  in  this  respect.  Suppose  the  freight  to 
be  five  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  which,  taking  light  and 
heavy  goods  together,  I should  think  liberal;  for  hea- 
vy low  priced  goods,  such  as  iron,  salt,  &c.  are 
brought  at  very  low  rates  of  freight  as  ballast.  To 
this  we  will  add  five  per  cent,  more  for  insurance, 
commission  and  contingent  expenses,  making  on  what 
cost  in  Europe  §100,  amount  to  §110  landed  here,  and 
twenty  per  cent,  on  §110,  is  twenty-two  percent,  on 
§100,  the  cost  there  or  an  addition  of  two  per  cent,  to 
the  twenty,  or  nominally  twenty  per  cent,  and  really 
twenty-two  per  cent,  as  the  average  duty  on  impor- 
tation, so  that  what  in  England  or  France  costs  twen- 
ty cents,  must  bring  here  twenty-four;  four  cents  to 
pay  the  importer’s  cost  and  charges.  If  it  should  be 
objected,  that  exchange  on  England  is  generally  eight 
to  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  and  should  be  taken  into 
the  account,  I answer  that  this  is  merely  nominal  and 
not  real,  for  the  true  par  of  exchange  on  England  is 
about  nine  per  cent,  for  in  giving  the  quotations  the 
pound  sterling  is  rated  at  §4.44.4,  as  fixed  a long  time 


ago,  whereas  its  real  value  is  about  §4-84,  and  nine 
per  cent,  on  §4.44,  brings  it  to  about  §4.84,  which 
gold  sovereigns,  being  a pound  sterling,  sell  for  in  our 
markets. 

Our  fellow  citizens  of  the  south  complain  that 
these  protecting  duties  are  onerous  on  them,  and  ope- 
rate to  our  exclusive  benefit.  And  that  we  are  pros- 
perous while  they  are  depressed  and  suffering.  If 
this  last  is  so,  I apprehend  another  and  more  correct 
reason  may  be  assigned  for  it.  With  us  almost  every 
man,  woman  and  child  is  employed  in  some  kind  of 
labor,  and  we  work  for  and  earn  our  own  living  and 
this  being  the  case,  and  knowing  how  what  we  get 
for  our  labor  comes,  we  are  very  economical,  and 
take  good  care  of  our  earnings:  and  hence  we  gene- 
rally succeed  in  making  ourselves  a good  living,  get- 
ting some  education,  paying  our  debts,  and  have 
wherewith  to  be  comfortable.  How  far  these  virtues 
are  practised  in  the  south,  I have  not  so  good  an  op- 
portunity of  judging.  It  is  very  common  in  this 
country  to  condemn  the  British  and  French  corn 
laws,  and  to  justify  efur  protecting  tariff  on  the  ground 
of  retaliation  alone.  I however  conceive,  that  al- 
though this  is  a good  example  and  ground  of  justifi- 
cation in  us,  and  a confirmation  of  the  policy  of  pro- 
tection, and  that  we  should  follow  it;  yet  I cannot 
see  that  the  repeal  of  their  corn  laws  would  benefit 
us;  for  except  in  case  of  a failure  of  the  crops  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  they  can  be  supplied  cheaper 
from  them  than  us;  and  as  the  British  corn  laws  now 
stand,  the  bread  stuffs  of  Canada  are  admitted  with 
little  or  no  duty;  and  ours  going  to  Canada  free  of 
duty  to  supply  its  place,  makes  a market  for  some  of 
our  wheat,  and  to  that  may  be  chiefly  attributed  the 
recent  rise  in  price  here. 

The  repeal  of  the  British  corn  laws  would  change 
and  unsettle  the  existing  order  of  things  there;  and 
although  I cannot  by  any  means  commend  or  justify 
that,  yet  I think  it  may  be  fairly  questioned,  in  case 
the  monarchy,  hierarchy,  and  aristocracy  are  to  be 
upheld  and  supported  as  at  present,  whether  the  re- 
peal of  their  corn  laws  would  operate  more  to  good 
or  evil  for  the  nation;  for  it  would  be  a great  change, 
and  might  be  injurious  to  them,  and  I cannot  see  that 
it  would  benefit  us.  It  is  true,  there  are  thousands 
of  people  in  those  countries  without  steady  and  full 
employment,  or  means  of  subsistence,  and  ready  to 
work  at  almost  any  rate  of  wages,  and  who  might  be 
fed  at  less  cost;  but  if  the  cost  would  be  diminished, 
so  would  the  means,  and  the  aristocracy  and  great 
land  holders  could  not  afford  to  consume  as  much,  or 
give  as  much  employment  to  labor,  nor  pay  so  much 
in  taxes  and  poor  rates,  neither  could  the  farmers, 
their  tenants. 

If  we  would  act  upon  the  principle  of  universal 
benevolence  and  philanthropy,  and  endeavor  to  be- 
nefit the  suffering  poor  of  Europe,  then  indeed  should 
we  lower  our  duties,  and  let  the  products  of  their  la- 
bor come  freely,  and  confer  on  them  a benefit,  pro- 
vided their  rapacious  rulers  did  not  lay  additional 
burthens  accordingly;  but  if  we  would  prevent  the 
poor  and  laboring  population  of  our  own  country 
from  sinking  to  a like  abject  state,  then  give  protec- 
tion to  the  products  of  their  labor.  I therefore  con- 
ceive “there  is  an  urgent  necessity”  for  an  early  al- 
teration of  the  compromise  act,  and  a general  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  at  as  early  a day  as  practicable  in 
the  next  session  of  congress;  and  if  its  details  cannot 
be  all  adjusted  before  the  first  of  January,  1842,  the 
great  reductions  then  to  take  place  should  be  post- 
poned by  resolution  of  that  body. 

The  greater  the  variety  and  diversity  of  employ- 
ments in  a country,  the  better  the  opportunity  for  all 
persons  to  be  profitably  employed;  and  the  more  the 
inducements  to  labor  are  held  out,  the  greater  the 
amount  of  wealth  produced;  and  whatever  capital  is 
appropriated  to  manufactures  that  would  otherwise 
lie  unproductive  or  unemployed;  and  whatever  poor 
females  and  children  are  employed  in  them,  and  the 
means  of  subsistence,  by  the  products  of  their  labor, 
education  and  industrious  habits  afforded  them,  is 
nearly  so  much  clear  gain  to  the  country;  and  I be- 
lieve that  the  amount  of  gain  thus  brought  about  and 
effected  is  now  immense,  and  almost  incalculable; 
for  in  all  communities  that  have  become  populous, 
there  is  some  capital  and  much  labor  that  is  thus 
made  productive,  that  without  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments would  be  almost  entirely  lost  to  the  com- 
munity. 

The  question  is  not  now  whether  we  shall  have 
manufactures  or  not,  for  we  have  them  already,  and 
cannot  do  without  them;  but  whether  we  shall  afford 
them  such  protection  as  will  enable  those  we  already 
have  to  go  on  now  and  continue  their  operations,  or 
after  the  conntry  is  depressed  to  its  lowest  state,  pro- 
prietors ruined,  property  sacrificed,  labor  deprived 
of  employment,  and  agricultural  and  other  products 
reduced  to  the  lowest  rates,  those  who  survive  the 
shock  shall  resuscitate  them  under  the  new  order  of 
things  thereby  produced. 
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Let  me  inquire  whether  the  country  will  be  better 
off,  independent  of  other  considerations,  by  having 
300  millions  of  dollars  invested  in  foreign  commerce, 
and  our  work  shops  3,000  miles  off,  or  "with  150  mil- 
lions in  foreign,  and  100  millions  in  domestic  trade, 
and  the  other  fifty  millions  devoted  to  production  in 
agriculture  and  manufactures  and  released  from  the 
exchange  of  products?  Is  it  not  clear  that  the  coun- 
try has  fifty  millions  more  of  productive  capital,  with 
a corresponding  amount  of  productive  labor?  for  if 
our  exchanges  of  products  are  only  made  between 
the  towns  and  adjoining  country,  or  one  town  or 
state  and  another,  much  less  capital  and  labor  will 
effect  it  than  if  made  with  a foreign  country. 

A country  that  manufactures  the  articles  of  its  own 
consumption,  will  support  a much  larger  population 
and  become  more  wealthy  than  an  exclusively  agri- 
cultural one;  because  then,  not  only  the  producers 
reside  in  the  country,  but  the  consumers  also;  and 
hence  the  population  may  be  doubled,  and  a country 
that  manufactures  for  export  may  sustain  a still 
greater  population. 

There  cannot  be  a doubt  but  that  the  high  wages 
and  full  employment  given  to  labor  by  our  protect- 
ing tariffs,  have  been  the  means  of  greatly  increasing 
emigration  to  this  country,  and  have  produced  that 
result  in  three  different  ways:  1st,  the  high  price  for 
labor;  2d,  the  ready  home  market,  and  better  prices 
given  to  our  agricultural  staples;  and  3d,  the  di- 
minished demand  thereby  caused  for  labor  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Will  any  one  deny  that  emigration  to  this  country 
has  been  one  of  the  great  sources  of  our  power  and 
greatness?  and  will  any  refuse  to  give  encouragement 
to  its  continuance? 

It  is  true,  that  many  paupers  and  outcasts  are 
thrown  upon  our  shores;  and  it  is  also  true,  that  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  best  subjects  of  European 
princes,  and  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  yearly  here 
find  an  asylum,  and  a hearty  welcome  in  this  land  of 
peace,  plenty,  liberty  and  equality.  Here  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  may  be  enjoyed,  and  all  may  worship 
their  Creator  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
consciences. 

It  is  from  emigration  that  we  first  became  a na- 
tion, and  from  it  we  are  rapidly  adding  to  our  national 
prosperity  and  importance. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  whole  tariff  system  requires 
a revision;  and  that  a fair  and  living  protection  should 
first  be  given  to  our  agriculture,  and  such  of  our  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  as  are  already  in  exist- 
ence; and  can  prosper  with  duties  not  to  exceed  the 
present  rates  paid;  and  that  a fair  protection  should 
also  be  given  to  such  other  branches,  if  any,  as  are 
adapted  to  our  country.  That  luxuries  should  be 
taxed  high,  and  especially  distilled  spirits  and  wines. 
That  necessary  articles  of  consumption,  now  free  of 
duty  and  not  coming  in  competition  wlttrour  own 
industry,  shall,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  treasury,  be  left  free;  and  those 
that  must  be  taxed  for  revenue,  shall  be  such  as  are 
more  used  by  the  rich  than  the  poor. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  compromise  act,  it  seems 
as  though  our  manufacturers  and  farmers,  who  are 
most  directly  interested,  have  either  lost  sight  of  the 
actual  condition  of  this  subject  under  the  slow  and 
gradual  reductions  thereof,  or  else  they  have  sup- 
posed our  prospect  of  getting  a just  and  proper  revi- 
sion of  it  hopeless;  but  I am  of  opinion  that  the  great 
body  of  both  have  lost  sight  of  it,  and  do  not  fully 
understand  its  operations,  or  the  injurious  effects  it 
will  produce  on  their  business  and  the  country  in  the 
first  six  months  of  the  coming  year,  and  a long  time 
afterwards,  if  not  changed. 

I am  aware  that  there  is  some  repetition  in  my 
statements  and  arguments,  which  in  some  cases  were 
necessary  to  give  different  illustrations  of  the  same 
facts,  and  have  arisen  in  other  cases  from  the  fact, 
that  the  article  was  written  at  different  intervals,  as 
business  engagements  permitted.  Gladly  would  I 
have  been  released  from  the  labor  bestowed  on  these 
subjects,  but  I conceive  it  to  be  a duty  imperatively 
laid  upon  me;  and  if  my  feeble  efforts  shall  be  of  any 
avail  in  bringing  to  it  that  consideration  which  it 
merits,  I shall  feel  happy  in  having  discharged  my 
duty. 

Freehold,  JV.  J.  Sept.  6,  1841. 


THE  McLEOD  CASE. 

Having  registered  the  decision  of  Judge  Cowen,  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  New  York,  as  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  authority  in  this  case  we 
now  insert  a very  ably  written  review  of  that  deci- 
sion, which  is  attributed  to  the  pen  of  Judge  Tall- 
madge,  of  the  superior  court  of  the  city  of  N.  York, 
and  has  been  universally  admitted  to  be  clear,  pre- 
cise and  logical.  It  has  elicited  the  concurring  testi- 


mony of  several  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  in  this 
country  and  agrees  with  the  position  taken  by  Mr. 
Webster  in  his  correspondence,  and  by  John  Quincy 
Adams  in  his  recent  speech  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

It  is  so  far  as  it  may  operate  as  a precedent,  in 
questions  between  the  authorities  of  the  states  and  of 
the  general  government  as  to  jurisdiction  that  might 
lead  to  a dispute  or  war  with  a foreign  power,  that 
this  case  remains  of  vital  importance,  an  importance 
with  which  Alexander  McLeod  individually  has  now 
nothing  more  to  do. 

REVIEW  OF  JUDGE  COWEN’S  OPINION, 

IN  THE  CASE  OF  ALEXANDER  MCLEOD, 

The  importance  of  the  questions  involved  in  the 
opinion  delivered  by  Judge  Cowen,  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the  case  of  Jllex- 
ander  McLeod,  and  the  erroneous  principles  of  nation- 
al law  put  forth  in  that  opinion,  seem  to  require  that 
the  true  doctrines  involved  in  the  case  should  be 
placed  in  a correct  light  before  the  country.  To  that 
end,  we  have  ventured  to  embody  the  result  of  our 
examination  of  the  subject  in  the  following  review  of 
Judge  Cowen’s  opinion. 

The  opinion  is  deficient  in  methodical  arrange- 
ment of  the  several  positions  taken  and  maintained 
by  the  judge;  and  this  confusion  is  increased  by  a 
badly  arranged  citation  of  authorities,  and  a ramb- 
ling mode  of  discussing  the  subjects.  It  is  also  much 
too  long;  being  nearly  double  the  length  required  to 
discuss  the  matters  really  in  issue,  even  in  Judge 
Cowen’s  mode  of  discussing  them.  Why,  for  ex- 
ample, go  through  with  an  examination  of  the  ques- 
tion whether  our  courts  have  jurisdiction,  and  a right 
to  try  a foreigner  for  a crime  committed  within  our 
state,  and  quote  the  authorities  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  prove  the  jurisdiction,  when  not  a person, 
lawyer  or  layman,  ever  doubted  it!  and  when  the 
judge  himself  finally  says,  “want  of  jurisdiction  has 
not  been  put  on  the  ground  that  McLeod  was  a fo- 
reigner.” 

The  other  branch  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction, 
discussed  at  great  length  by  the  judge,  seems  to  us  an 
equal  waste  of  labor  and  learning.  As  we  understand 
it,  the  case  of  McLeod  does  not  involve  any  question 
of  jurisdiction:  for  it  must  be  conceded  that  our  courts 
have  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  murder  committed 
within  the  boundary  of  our  state.  McLeod's  case  pre- 
sents for  consideration — not  a question  of  jurisdic- 
tion, but  a question  of  guilt  or  innocence;  whether 
the 'homicide  with  w’hich  he  is  charged  be  a crime 
according  to  the  law  of  nations. 

If  a sheriff  should,  in  pursuance  of  a sentence,  hang 
a person  convicted  of  murder,  and  after  the  execu- 
tion it  should  be  ascertained  that  the  person  executed 
was  innocent,  and  a grand  jury  should  thereupon  in- 
dict the  sheriff  for  the  murder  of  the  person  execut- 
ed, the  sheriff  could  not  interpose  an  objection  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  but  would  rely  for  his  de- 
fence and  justification  upon  the  fact  of  a conviction 
by  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction;  thereby  show- 
ing that  the  homicide  in  him  was  not  a crime. 

So  also  if  a soldier  should  be  tried  by  a court  mar- 
tial, and  sentenced  to  be  shot;  and,  after  his  execu- 
tion, those  engaged  in  it  should  be  indicted  for  mur- 
der; their  defence  would  not  be  a want  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  state  court,  but  a justification  before  that 
court,  under  a regular  court  martial,  conviction  and 
sentence,  thereby  showing  that  the  homicide  was  not 
a murder. 

Suppose,  after  the  peace  with  Great  Britain,  a 
British  soldier  had  come  within  our  state,  and  had 
been  arrested  and  indicted  for  murder  committed  in 
the  attack  on  Buffalo  during  the  war;  he  would  not 
think  of  raising  a question  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court, 
but  would  rely  on  the  law  of  nations  to  justify  the  j 
homicide,  and  relieve  him  from  the  charge  of  crime.  ! 
Indeed,  whenever  a question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  a ’ 
court  is  raised,  it  necessarily  admits  the  charge  or 
claim  preferred.  The  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  is  one 
of  confession  and  avoidance;  surely  the  counsel  of 
McLeod  never  intended  to  admit,  for  a moment,  the 
crime  of  murder,  with  which  he  was  charged,  and 
seek  to  escape  its  consequences  by  alledging  that  the 
court  had  not  jurisdiction  over  the  offence!  In  this 
part  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  we  think  the  judge 
must  have  been  fighting  a shadow  of  his  own  casting. 

There  is,  also,  another  part  of  this  opinion,  and  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  it,  that  appears  to  be  a waste 
of  learning  and  authorities.  It  is  that  part  in  w'hich 
the  judge  proves,  beyond  question,  “that  every  vo- 
luntary entrance  into  neutral  territory,  with  hostile 
purposes,  is  absolutely  unlawful;”  yet,  after  an  ela- 
borate discussion  of  this  question,  a citation  of  au- 
thorities at  great  length  to  prove  the  unlawfulness  of 
the  violation  of  our  territory  by  England,  the  judge 


says,  “that  the  act  wras  one  of  mere  arbitrary  usurpa- 
tion; tens  not  denied  on  the  argument;  nor  has  this,  that  I 
am  aware  of,  been  denied  by  any  one  except  England  her- 
self." 

We  concede  that  the  authorities  cited  show  that 
the  hostile  attack  upon  the  Caroline,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  our  territory,  was  unlawful;  that  is,  without 
adequate  cause;  but  not  one  of  all  the  authorities 
which  pronounce  a violation  of  territory  unlawful, 
denounce  upon  the  military  of  the  nation,  under 
whose  authority  it  is  done,  any  personal  penalty. 

If  we  examine  history,  we  shall  find  that  quite  as 
many  wars  have  been  commenced  without,  as  with 
adequate  cause,  when  tested  by  the  general  reason 
and  sense  of  mankind;  yet  no  one  ever  thought  of 
making  that  the  test  of  the  impunity  belonging  to  the 
military  engaged.  Such  a test  can  only  be  applied 
to  controversies  between  individuals,  where  there  is 
a common  arbiter  or  judge  to  decide;  never  between 
nations,  who  admit  no  judge  but  themselves.  The 
argument,  therefore,  on  the  side  of  McLeod,  is  not  at 
all  weakened  by  not  denying  that  the  attack  was  un- 
justifiable on  the  part  of  his  nation. 

In  the  examination  of  this  subject,  we  shall  con- 
cede what  has  never  been  denied,  and  what  has  taken 
so  much  of  this  learned  opinion  to  prove,  to  wit:  that 
a foreigner  is  liable  to  be  tried  by  our  courts  for 
crimes  committed  within  the  state;  that  the  courts 
have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  murder  committed 
within  the  state;  and,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  the  hostile  expedition,  in  which  the  Caroline 
was  burned,  and  Durfee  killed,  was  an  unlawful  vio- 
lation of  our  territory. 

We  proceed,  then,  to  the  discussion  of  the  main 
question  involved  in  thiscase,  to  wit:  whether  Jl/cLeorf 
is  entitled  to  the  impunity  of  a soldier  in  time  of  war. 

The  points  sought  to  be  established  by  the  affidavit 
of  McLeod,  are  thus  concisely  stated  by  Judge  Cow- 
en: 

“That  the  Niagara  frontier  was  in  a state  of  war 
against  the  contiguous  province  of  Upper  Canada; 
that  the  homicide  was  committed  by  McLeod,  if  at 
all,  as  one  of  a military  expedition,  set  on  foot  by  the 
Canadian  authorities  to  destroy  the  boat  Caroline; 
that  he  was  a British  subject;  that  the  expedition 
crossed  our  boundary,  sought  the  Caroline  at  her 
moorings  in  Schlosser,  and  there  set  fire  to  and  burn- 
ed her,  and  killed  Durfee,  one  of  our  citizens,  as  it 
is  lawful  to  do  in  time  of  war.” 

From  such  a state  of  facts  Judge  Cowen  takes  his 
position  in  relation  to  the  rights  and  liabilities  of 
England  and  her  military,  as  follows: 

“I  deny  that  she  can,  in  time  of  peace,  send  her 
men  into  our  territory,  and  render  them  impervious 
to  our  laws,  by  embodying  them  and  putting  arms  in 
their  hands.  She  may  declare  war;  if  she  claim  the 
benefit  of  peace,  as  both  nations  have  done  in  this  instance, 
the  moment  any  of  her  citizens  enter  our  territory,  they  are 
as  completely  obnoxious  to  punishment,  by  our  law,  as  if 
they  had  been  bom  and  always  resided  in  this  country. 

“I  will  not,  therefore,  dispute  the  construction 
which  counsel  put  upon  the  language  or  the  acts  of 
England.  To  test  the  law  of  the  transaction,  I will 
concede  that  she  had,  by  act  of  parliament,  conferred 
all  the  power  which  can  be  contended  for  in  behalf 
of  the  Canadian  authorities,  as  far  as  she  could  do 
so.” 

This,  we  confess,  is  meeting  the  question  boldly; 
and  we  accept,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  and  for 
the  present,  the  concession  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
power  conferred  on  the  Canadian  authorities.  Before 
we  leave  the  subject,  however,  we  will  dispense  with 
this  concession,  and  establish  the  sufficiency  of  this 
power,  by  the  most  clear  and  conclusive  authorities. 

Upon  the  question  as  before  stated  by  Judge  Cow- 
en, he  applies  to  it  the  law  of  nations,  as  follows: 

“To  warrant  the  destruction  of  property,  or  the 
taking  of  life,  on  the  ground  of  public  war,  it  must  be 
what  is  called  laicful  war  by  the  law  of  nations;  a 
j thing  which  can  never  exist  without  the  actual  con- 
currence of  the  war-making  power.  This,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  is  congress:  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, the  queen.  A state  of  peace  and  the  continu- 
ance of  treaties  must  be  presumed  by  all  courts  of 
justice  till  the  contrary  be  shown;  and  this  is  a pre- 
sumptio  juris  el  de  jure,  until  the  national  power  of  the 
country  in  which  such  courts  sit,  officially  declares 
the  contrary.”  • 

Now  the  entire  error  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge 
arises  from  the  erroneous  principle  of  international 
law  which  he  here  lays  down. 

All  will  agree  that  the  war  which  affords  impunity 
to  those  engaged  in  it,  must  be  a lawful  war.  But  by 
the  term  lawful  war  is  not  meaut  a “solemn  and  for- 
mal war”  only;  on  the  contrary,  it  comprehends  every 
description  of  war,  except  hostile  expeditions  set  on 
foot  for  purposes  of  plunder  and  pillage,  without  any 
apparent  cause. 

Rutherforth  says:  “If  one  nation  seizes  the  goods 
of  another  nation  by  force,  upon  account  of  some  da- 
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mage,  &c.  such  contentions  by  force  are  reprisals. — 
There  may  be  likewise  other  acts  of  hostility  between 
two  nations,  which  do  not  properly  come  under  the 
name  of  reprisals,  such  as  the  besieging  each  other's 
towns,  or  the  sinking  of  each  other’s  fleets,  whilst  the 
nations  in  other  respects  are  at  peace  with  one  another. — 
These  are  publie  wars,  because  nations  are  the  con- 
tending parties.  But  as  they  are  confined  to  some 
particular  object,  they  are  of  the  imperfect  sort,  &c.” 
B.  ii.  9,  s.  10. 

In  opposition  to  this  authority,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Judge  Cowen  starts  with  the  proposition  that,  so  long 
as  the  entire  peace  of  the  two  nations  is  not  broken 
up — in  other  words,  until  congress  shall  declare  war 
against  England,  or  the  queen  of  England  against  us, 
there  cannot  he  a state  of  war  that  will  warrant  the 
destruction  of  property,  or  the  taking  of  life  in  con- 
flict, on  either  side.  To  controvert  this  proposition, 
we  bring  not  only  Rutherforth,  as  above  cited,  but 
Vattel,  in  language  if  possible  still  more  explicit. — 
B.  Hi,  c.  4,  §67. 

“A  war  lawful  and  in  form,  is  carefully  to  he  dis- 
tinguished from  an  unlawful  war  entered  on  without 
any  form,  or  rather  from  those  incursions  which  are  com- 
mitted, either  without  lawful  authority  or  apparent  cause, 
as  likewise  without  formalities,  and  only  for  havoc  and 
pillage.  Grotius,  b.  iii.  chap.  3,  relates  several  in- 
stances of  the  latter.  Such  were  the  wars  of  the 
Grandes  Compagnies,  which  had  assembled  in  France 
during  the  wars  with  the  English;  armies  of  banditti 
which  ranged  about  Europe  purely  for  spoil  and 
plunder.  Such  were  the  cruises  of  Filbustiers,  with- 
out commission  and  in  time  of  peace;  and  such  in  ge- 
neral are  the  depredations  of  pirates.  To  the  same 
class  belong  almost  all  the  expeditions  of  the  African 
corsairs,  though  authorised  by  a sovereign,  they  be- 
ing founded  on  no  apparent  just  cause,  and  whose  only 
motive  is  the  avidity  of  captures.  I say  these  two  sorts  of 
wars,  lawful  and  unlawful,  are  to  be  carefully  distin- 
guished; their  effects  and  the  rights  arising  from  them  be- 
ing very  different.” 

Here  we  have  Vattel,  distinguishing  all  the  hostile 
collisions  of  nations  into  “two  sorts  of  wars;”  the  one 
sort  being  undertaken  “without  apparent  cause,”  and 
for  “ havoc  and  pillage ,”  and  all  that  do  not  come  un- 
der this  head  being  of  the  other  sort.  Having  thus 
divided  wars  into  “two  sorts,”  the  one  he  calls  un- 
lawful war,  the  other  lawful  war. 

Vattel  does  not,  like  Judge  Cowen,  call  all  wars 
unlawful  that  are  not  formally  and  solemnly  declared 
by  the  “war-making  power”  of  a government,  but 
he  pronounces  all  hostile  attacks  lawful  wars,  if  made 
with  lawful  authority,  and  for  “apparent  cause,”  and 
not  for  “pillage  and  havoc.” 

Chancellor  Kent,  too,  admits  that  a formal  decla- 
ration of  war  is  not  essential  to  make  the  war  lawful. 
All  that  is  required  to  make  a lawful  war  is,  that  the 
hostilities  be  authorised  by  the  proper  authorities. — 
1 Kent  Com.  54. 

“Since  the  time  of  Brinkershoock,  it  has  become 
settled  by  the  practice  of  Europe,  that  war  may  law- 
fully exist  by  declaration  which  is  unilateral  only, 
or  without  a declaration  on  either  side.  It  may  begin 
with  mutual  hostilities.  In  the  war  between  England 
and  France,  in  1778,  the  first  public  act  on  the  part 
of  England  was  recalling  its  minister;  and  that  single 
act  was  considered  by  France  as  a breach  of  the 
peace  between  the  two  countries.  There  was  no 
other  declaration  of  war,  though  each  government 
afterwards  published  a manifesto,  in  vindication  of 
its  claims  and  conduct.  The  same  thing  may  be  said 
of  the  war  which  broke  out  in  1793,  and  again  in 
1803,  and  indeed  in  the  war  of  1756.  Though  a 
solemn  and  formal  declai'ation  of  war,  in  the  ancient 
style,  was  made  in  June,  1756,  various  hostilities  had 
been  carried  on  for  a year  preceding.” 

In  the  same_  explicit  manner  Rutherforth  speaks, 
denying  the  necessity  of  a declaration  of  war  to  make 
the  war  lawful: 

“The  only  real  effect  of  a declaration  of  war  is, 
that  it  makes  the  war  a general  one,  or  a war  of  one 
whole  nation  against  another  whole  nation,  whilst 
the  imperfect  sorts  of  war,  such  as  reprisals,  or  acts  of 
hostility,  are  confined  to  particular  persons,  or  things, 
or  places.” — Ruth.  B.  2,  ch.  9 sec.  8. 

These  questions  do  not  depend  entirely  upon  the 
opinions  of  elementary  writers  upon  .national  law. 
They  have  been  illustrated  by  judicial  decisions,  in 
cases  of  hostilities  upon  the  ocean. — 1 Dodson's  Ad- 
miralty Reports,  247. 

A declaration  of  war  was  issued  by  Sweden  against 
Great  Britain,  on  account  of  the  encroachments  of 
the  latter  upon  her  rights  as  a neutral  nation.  It  was 
contended  before  sir  William  Scott,  that  the  two 
countries  were  not,  in  reality,  in  a state  of  war,  be- 
cause the  declaration  was  unilateral  only.  “I  am, 
however,  perfectly  clear,”  says  sir  William  Scott, 
“that  it  was  not  less  a war  on  that  account;  for  war 
may  exist  without  a declaration  on  either  side.  It 


is  so  laid  down  by  the  best  writers  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions. A declaration  of  war  by  one  country  only  is 
not,  as  has  been  represented,  a mere  challenge,  to  be 
accepted  or  refused  at  pleasure  by  the  other.  It 
proves  the  existence  of  actual  hostilities,  on  one 
side  at  least,  and  puts  the  other  party  also  into  a state 
of  war;  though  he  may,  perhaps,  think  proper  to  act 
on  the  defensive  only.” 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived,  a lawful  war  may  be 
commenced  without  any  formal  declaration,  and  it 
may  be  manifested  by  an  act  of  hostility,  without 
any  previous  notice;  and  whether  the  war  becomes  a 
general  one  or  an  imperfect  tear,  depends  upon  the  ex- 
tent to  which  hostilities  are  carried.  It  will  always 
be  a lawful  war,  if  the  hostilities  are  authorised  by 
the  proper  authority,  and  are  not  mere  wanton  depre- 
dations, without  any  apparent  cause. 

Are  the  military  engaged  in  such  hostile  attacks 
personally  responsible? 

The  same  principle  of  impunity  applies  to  hostili- 
ties upon  the  land  or  sea.  When  they  are  to  anion 
and  malicious,  and  for  plunder  and  spoils,  at  sea,  they 
are  called  piracy.  Hostilities  by  land,  from  similar 
motives  and  for  like  objects,  are  called  robberies. 
Decisions,  therefore,  in  relation  to  hostilities  at  sea, 
and  the  impunity  or  liabilitiy  of  vessels  and  crews, 
furnish  the  rule  of  impunity  or  liability  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  military,  in  cases  of  hostilities  upon 
land. 

11  Wheaton,  41,  Story  says:  “A  piratical  aggres- 
sion by  an  armed  vessel  sailing  under  the  regular 
flag  of  any  nation,  may  be  justly  subjected  to  the 
penalty  of  confiscation  for  such  a gross  breach  of  the 
law  of  nations.  But  every  hostile  attack,  in  the  time 
of  peace,  is  not  necessarily  piratical.  It  may  be  by 
mistake,  or  in  necessary  self-defence,  or  to  repel  a 
supposed  meditated  attack  by  pirates — it  may  be  justifi- 
able and  then  no  blame  attaches  to  the  act;  or,  it 
may  he  without  just  excuse,  and  then  it  carries  respon- 
sibility in  damages.  If  it  proceed  further;  if  it  bean 
attack  from  revenge  and  malignity , from  gross  abuse  of 
power  and  settled  pmyose  of  mischief,  it  then  assumes 
the  character  of  a private  unauthorised  war,  and 
may  be  punished  by  all  the  penalties  which  the  law 
of  nations  can  properly  administer.” 

The  same  principle  is  recognized  in  1 Kent's  Com. 
188:  “An  alien,  under  the  sanction  of  a national 
commission,  cannot  commit  piracy  ivhile  he  pursues 
his  authority.  His  acts  may  be  hostile,  and  his  nation 
responsible  for  them.  They  may  amountto  a lawful 
cause  of  war;  but  they  are  never  to  be  regarded  as 
piracy.” 

How  perfectly  does  this  principle  cover  the  case 
in  question.  The  attack  upon  the  Caroline  was  hos- 
tile and  unlawful,  and  the  British  nation  must  be 
held  responsible  for  it.  It  amounts  to  a lawful  cause 
of  war;  but  those  engaged  in  it,  acting  under  lawful 
authority,  can  never  be  regarded  as  robbers  or  plun- 
derers, or  liable  to  be  punished  criminally. 

This  principle  has  been  fully  recognised  in  the 
judicial  decisions  of  the  English  courts.  We  have 
not  the  case  at  hand  as  reported,  and  therefore  avail 
ourselves  of  it  as  extracted  by  Chancellor  Kent. — 1 
Kent  Com.  190. 

“In  the  English  admiralty,  in  1801,  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  capture  and  sale  of  an  English  ship, 
by  Algerines,  wms  an  invalid  and  unlawful  conversion 
of  the  property,  on  the  ground  of  being  a piratical 
seizure.  It  was,  however,  decided  that  the  African 
states  had  long  acquired  the  character  of  established 
governments,  and  that  though  their  notions  of  justice 
differ  from  those  entertained  by  the  Christian  pow- 
ers, their  public  acts  could  not  be  called  in  question; 
and  a derivative  title,  founded  on  an  Algerine  capture, 
and  matured  by  a confiscation,  in  their  way,  was  good 
against  the  original  owner.” — Citing  The  Helena,  4 
Rob.  3. 

Shall  it  be  said  that  an  English  court  has  held  an 
Algerine  capture  lawful,  because  made  under  the 
sanction  and  authority  of  that  government;  and  a 
title  thus  acquired  valid  against  the  original  English 
owner  of  the  captured  vessel;  and  yet  the  supreme 
court  of  New  York  decide  that  a hostile  attack  upon 
us,  made  (not  without  apparent  cause)  under  the 
sanction  of  the  British  government,  shall  not  protect 
the  military  engaged  in  it  from  the  punishment  due 
to  cold-blooded  murder!  We  regret  to  say  it  has 
been  so  said  and  decided. 

The  decisions  of  the  courts  of  England  and  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  the  impunity  of  vessels 
and  crews  when  acting  under  the  authority  of  their 
governments,  are  decisions  merely  carrying  out 
principles  long  since  adopted  by  the  most  approved 
elementary  writers  upon  national  law,  and  giving  to 
those  principles  the  authority  of  solemn  adjudications 
by  the  highest  judicial  tribunals  of  the  world. 

These  elementary  writers,  when  speaking  of  war 
generally,  and  more  particularly  in  reference  to  hos- 
tilities upon  land,  hold  that  whenever  the  hostile  at- 
tack is  made  under  the  authority  of  government,  it 


becomes  an  affair  between  the  two  nations,  and  no 
individual  responsibility  rests  upon  the  actors. 

Thus,  Vattel,  speaking  of  w'ar  that  is  unjust  on  the 
part  of  the  sovereign  who  waged  it,  but  lawful,  be- 
cause not  without  apparent  cause,  and  not  for  havoc 
and  pillage,  says: 

“But  as  to  the  reparation  of  any  damage — are  the 
military,  the  general  officers  and  soldiers  obliged,  in 
consequence,  to  repair  the  injuries  which  they  have 
done,  not  of  their  own  will,  but  as  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  their  sovereign!”  “It  is  the  duty  of 
subjects  to  suppose  the  orders  of  their  sovereign  just 
and  wise,”  &c.  When,  therefore,  they  have  lent 
their  assistance  in  a war  which  is  afterwards  found 
to  be  unjust,  the  sovereign  alone  is  guilty.  He  alone 
is  bound  to  repair  the  injuries.  The  subjects,  and 
in  particular  the  military,  are  innocent;  they  have 
acted  only  from  a necessary  obedience.”  “Govern- 
ment would  be  impracticable,  if  every  one  of  its  in- 
struments were  to  weigh  its  commands,”  &c. — Vattel, 
b.  iii,  c.  11,  sec.  187. 

“Nothing  of  all  this  takes  place  in  a war  void  of 
form  and  unlawful,  more  properly  called  robbery,  being 
undertaken  without  light — without  so  much  as  apparent 
cause.  It  can  be  productive  of  no  lawful  effect,  nor 
give  any  right  to  the  author  of  it.  A nation  at- 
tacked by  such  sort  of  enemies,  is  not  under  any 
obligation  to  observe  towards  them  the  rules  of  war 
in  form.  It  may  treat  them  as  robbers.” — Vattel,  b .3,  c. 
4,  § 68. 

Thus  we  have  “these  two  sorts  of  tears,  lawful  and 
unlawful,”  carried  through  by  Vattel  to  their  con- 
sequences; and  all  persons  engaged  are  entitled  to 
have  “observed  towards  them  the  rules  of  war,”  ex- 
cept those  engaged  in  “incursions  committed  with- 
out apparent  cause,  and  only  for  havoc  and  pillage.” 

The  same  position  in  regard  to  the  immunity  of 
soldiers  is  also  maintained  by  Rutherforth: 

“The  external  lawfulness  of  what  is  done  in  a war, 
in  respect  of  the  members  of  a civil  society,  extends 
to  public  wars  of  the  imperfect  sort,  to  acts  of  repri- 
sals, or  to  other  acts  of  hostility,  &fc. — B.  ii.  c.  9,  s.  15. 

And  again  he  says: 

“Neither  the  reason  of  the  thing,  nor  the  common 
practice  of  nations,  will  give  them  any  other  impuni- 
ty, or  allow  them  any  otherwise  to  obtain  property  in 
what  is  taken,  where  war  has  been  declared,  than  in 
the  less  solemn  kinds  of  war,  which  are  made  with- 
out a previous  declaration,”  &c.  “In  the  less  solemn 
kinds  of  war,  what  the  members  do  who  act  under 
the  particular  direction  and  authority  of  their  nation, 
is  by  the  law  of  nations  no  personal  crime  in  them; 
they  cannot,  therefore,  be  punished  consistently  with 
the  law,  for  any  act  in  which  it  considers  them  only 
as  the  instruments,  and  the  nation  as  the  agent.” — 
Idem,  b.  ii.  c.  9,  s.  18. 

We  here  leave  this  branch  of  the  case,  believing 
that  our  readers,  from  our  citation  of  authorities, 
must  be  satisfied  that,  if  the  expedition  in  which 
McLeod  is  said  to  have  been  engaged,  was  executed 
under  lawful  authority,  he  was  guilty  of  no  personal 
crime  in  the  violation  of  our  territory,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  boat  or  the-death  of  Durfee. 

We  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  hostile  attack 
took  place  under  lawful  authority. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Canada  is  separat- 
ed from  its  mother  country  by  an  ocean  of  three  thou- 
sand miles.  That  a revolution  was  attempted  in 
Canada,  and  the  disaffected  of  the  colony  had  not 
only  the  sympathy  of  our  people  generally,  but  were, 
to  a great  extent,  countenanced  and  succored  by  our 
citizens  residing  upon  the  borders. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  the  British  government 
gave  orders  and  authority  to  the  chief  officer  in  Ca- 
nada for  his  instruction  and  guidance  in  meeting  the 
difficulties  then  presented  and  anticipated. 

Not  being  able  to  foresee  what  might  take  place, 
the  authority  was  made  as  general  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  would  admit,  and  the  exigencies  seemed  to 
require;  and  was,  no  doubt,  intended  to  vest  in  the 
chief  officer  in  Canada  power  to  do  whatever  the 
home  government  would  have  done  under  like  cir- 
cumstances. He  was,  says  the  British  minister,  “em- 
powered to  take  any  steps,  and  to  do  any  acts,  which 
might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  her  majesty’s 
territory,  and  for  the  protection  of  her  majesty’s  sub- 
jects.” 

This  is  a power  most  general  and  extensive  in  its 
terms.  The  object  is,  the  protection  of  her  majesty’s 
territory  and  subjects.”  To  insure  this  end,  the  Ca- 
nadian officer  is  authorised  to  do  any  act  necessary 
for  this  protection;  and  this  necessity  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  depend  upon  the  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion of  that  officer.  The  authority  does  not  limit 
the  officer  to  any  specified  measures,  or  confine  his 
acts  to  the  Canadian  territory.  As  England  might, 
in  defence  of  her  Canadian  subjects  and  territory, 
authorise  a hostile  attack  upon  the  Caroline,  under 
such  circumstances  as  presented  themselves  to  the 
Canadian  authorities,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that 
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the  Canadian  officers  had  power,  under  their  orders, 

to  do  the  same  thio  i. 

By  saying  that  the  sovereign  of  England  might  au- 
thorise such  a hostile  attack  as  was  made  on  the  Ca- 
roline, we  do  not  intend  to  say  it  would  be  an  attack 
that  could  be  justified  to  the  world.  We  only  intend 
to  say  that  it  would  be  so  far  justifiable  or  excusable 
as  to  furnish  impunity  to  the  military  acting  under 
such  an  order. 

But  have  i oe  a right  to  scrutinize  and  limit  an  au- 
thority of  this  kind,  whilst  England  sanctions  the  act 
done  under  it,  and  when  the  object  and  effect  of  such 
limitation  is,  to  make  murder  of  an  act,  which,  under 
a liberal  construction  of  the  power,  would  render  the 
accused  innocent  of  the  slighest  crime? 

In  a review  of  “Wheaton’s  Elements  of  Interna- 
tional Law,”  we  find  the  following  apt  illustration  of 
the  right  of  a nation  to  give  construction  to  its  own 
commissions: 

“If  a state  extended  its  protection  to  its  lawless 
subjects,  committing  violence  out  of  its  local  juris- 
diction, there  would  be  endless  disputes  with  other 
states,  and  probably  a great  delay  of  justice.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  an  officer  duly  commissioned  in  war 
by  one  state  were  to  be  punished  by  another  for  ex- 
ceeding or  deviating  from  the  purport  of  his  commis- 
sion, the  commissioning  poiver  could  not  be  expected  to 
rest  satisfied  with  the  judgment  of  the  foreign  court  on  the 
construction  or  execution  of  its  own  commission,  and  the 
dispute  which  must  necessarily  occur  between  the 
two  powers  would  be  embarrassed  by  a questionable 
punishment,  in  addition  to  the  original  cause  of  com- 
plaint.” [British  and  Foreign  Review,  11th  v®l.  p.  158. 

We  think  the  construction  which  we  give  to  this 
power  receives  confirmation  from  Burlimaqui,  pt.  4, 
ch.  3,  sec.  14.  Speaking  of  the  power  of  magistrates 
or  generals,  this  author  says:  “They  cannot  lawfully 
undertake  any  act  of  hostility  of  their  own  head, 
and  without  a formal  order  of  the  sovereign,  at  least 
reasonably  presumed,  in  consequence  of  particular  circum- 
stances.” 

But  England  approved  this  act,  by  not  immediately 
disclaiming  it,  by  knighting  Mac  Nab,  the  chief  pro- 
jector of  it,*  and  has  since  officially  recognised  the 
attack  as  one  embraced  within  the  powers  conferred 
upon  the  Canadian  authorities.  Mr.  Fox,  the  Bri- 
tish minister,  in  a communication  to  our  government, 
says: 

“The  transaction  on  account  of  which  McLeod  has 
been  arrested,  and  is  to  be  put  upon  his  trial  was,  a 
transaction  of  a public  character,  planned  and  exe- 
cuted by  persons  duly  empowered  by  her  majesty’s 
colonial  authority  to  take  any  steps  and  do  any  acts 
which  might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s territories  and  for  the  protection  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s subjects;  and  that,  consequently,  those  sub- 
jects of  her  majesty  who  engaged  in  that  transaction, 
were  performing  an  act  of  public  duty  for  which  they 
cannot  be  made  personally  and  individually  answera- 
ble to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of  any  foreign  country.” 

But  Judge  Cowen  denies  that  an  approval  by  the 
British  government  can,  in  any  way,  operate  to 
screen  McLeod  from  the  punishment  due  to  the  crime 
of  murder,  for  the  part  he  is  supposed  to  have  taken 
in  the  attack.  To  maintain  this  position,  the  learned 
judge  goes  into  an  elaborate  citation  of  authorities, 
which,  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  injustice  towards 
him,  we  here  transcribe: 

“An  order  emanating  from  one  of  the  hostile  so- 
vereigns, will  not  justify  to  the  other  every  kind  of 
perfidy.  The  case  of  spies  has  been  already  men- 
tioned. An  emissary  sent  into  a camp  with  orders 
to  corrupt  the  adverse  general,  or  bribe  the  soldiery, 
would  stand  justified  to  his  immediate  sovereign. — 
Valtel,  b.  3,  ch.  10,  sec.  180;  though  even  he  could  not 
legally  punish  a refusal.  In  respect  to  the  enemy, 
orders  would  be  an  obvious  excesss  of  jurisdiction. 

“The  emissaries  sent  by  sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  1781, 
to  seduce  the  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  were  condemned 
and  immediately  executed.  4 Marsh.  Life  of  Wash. 
366,  1st  edt.  Entering  the  adverse  camp  to  receive 
the  treacherous  proposition  of  the  general  is  an  of- 
fence much  more  venial.  It  is  even  called  lawful  in 
every  sense  as  between  the  sovereign  and  employee. 
Vattel  b.  3,  ch.  10,  § 181.  Yet  in  the  case  of  Major 
Andre,  an  order  to  do  so  was,  as  between  the  two 
hostile  countries,  held  to  be  an  excess  of  jurisdiction. 

“These  cases  are  much  stronger  than  any  which 
can  be  supposed  between  nations  at  peace.  In  time 
of  war,  such  perfidy  is  expected.  In  time  of  peace, 
every  citizen,  while  within  his  own  territory,  has  a 
double  right  to  suppose  himself  secure;  the  legal  in- 
violability of  that  territory,  and  the  solemn  pledge  of 
the  foreign  sovereignty. 

*Burlimaqui  seems  to  consider  such  an  act  of  the  su- 
bordinate officer  apjiroced,  unless  the  sovereign  officially 
disclaims  it.  Burl.  j.t.  4,  ch.  3,  sec.  19,  quoted  at  length 
hereaf  er. 


“The  distinction  that  an  act  valid  as  to  one  may 
be  void  as  to  another  is  entirely  f miliar.  A man 
who  orders  another  to  commit  a trespass,  or  ap- 
proves of  a trespass  already  committed  for  his  bene- 
fit, may  be  bound  to  protect  his  servant,  while  it 
would  take  nothing  from  the  liability  of  the  servant 
to  the  party  injured.  As  to  him,  it  could  merely 
have  the  effect  of  adding  another  defendant,  who 
might  be  made  jointly  or  severally  liable  with  the 
actual  wrong-doer.  A case  in  point  is  mentioned  by 
Vattel.  b.  3,  ch.  2,  § 15.  If  one  sovereign  order  his 
recruiting  officer  to  make  enlistments  in  the  dominion 
of  another  in  time  of  peace  between  them,  the  officer 
shall  be  hanged  notwithstanding  the  order,  and  war 
may  also  be  declared  against  the  offending  sovereign. 
Fid.  a like  instance  id.  b.  1,  ch.  6,  § 75. 

“What  is  the  utmost  legal  effect  of  a foreign  sover- 
eign, approving  of  the  crime  his  subject  Committed 
in  a neighboring  territory?  The  approval,  as  we  have 
already  in  part  seen,  can  take  nothing  from  the  crimi- 
nality of  the  principal  offender.  Whatever  obliga- 
tion his  nation  may  be  under  to  save  him  harmless, 
this  can  be  absolutely  done  only  on  the  condition  that 
he  confine  himself  within  her  territory. — Vattel,  b.  2, 
ch.  6,  § 74.  Then,  by  refusing  to  make  satisfaction, 
to  furnish,  or  to  deliver  him  up,  on  demand  from  the 
injured  country,  or  by  approving  the  offence,  the 
nation,  says  Vattel,  becomes  an  accomplice. — Id.  § 76. 

Blackstone  says,  an  accomplice  or  abettor;  (4  Com. 
68;)  and  Rutherforth,  still  more  nearly  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  English  law,  an  accessory  after  the 
fact. — B.  2,  ch.  2,  § 12.  No  book  supposes  that  such 
an  act  merges  the  original  offence,  or  renders  it  im- 
putable to  the  nation  alone.” 

The  rights  and  duties  of  nations  are  not,  in  gener- 
al, happily  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  rights, ’du- 
ties, and  liabilities  of  individuals.  In  relation  to 
the  case  of  trespass,  put  by  the  judge,  we  agree 
that  the  effect  of  another  person’s  approving  it 
might  make  him  a trespasser  also,  and  would  not 
discharge  the  liability  of  him  who  actually  commit- 
ted it;  and  the  reason  is,  that  the  approver  had  no 
more  right  to  make  the  entry  than  the  actual  tres- 
passer. 

We  think  it  cannot  fail  to  strike  every  one,  that  the 
examples  given  by  Judge  Cowen,  in  which  the 
authorization  or  approval  by  the  sovereign  cannot 
protect  the  criminal,  are  all  cases  where  the  act  done 
is  unlawful  in  itself,  whether  committed  by  sovereign 
or  subject.  The  enlistment  of  soldiers  in  the  domin- 
ions of  another  nation,  without  its  consent,  is,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  a crime,  whether  the  enlistment  be 
made  by  the  sovereign  in  person  or  by  a recruiting 
officer. — Valtel,  b.  1,  ch.  6,  sec.. 75. 

Spies  also  are  not  the  less  criminal  because  they 
are  authorized  by  their  sovereign,  since  the  sovereign 
could  not  himself  law'fully  act  the  spy. 

We  cannot  better  answer  Judge  Cowen  on  this 
head  than  by  transcribing  one  other  of  his  examples, 
and  annexing  to  it  a quotation  of  his  from  Locke: 

“Suppose  a prince  should  command  a soldier  to 
commit  adultery,  incest,  or  perjury;  the  prince  goes  be- 
yond his  constitutional  power."  So  says  Mr.  Locke  [on 
Gov.  B.  2,  ch.  19,  sect.  239,]  of  a king  even  in  his 
own  dominions:  “In  whatsoever  he  has  no  authority, 
there  he  is  no  king,  and  may  be  resisted;  for  where- 
soever the  authority  ceases,  the  king  ceases  too,  and  be- 
comes like  other  men  who  have  no  authority.” 

Examples  to  show  that  a subject  may  not  do  an 
act,  with  or  without  his  sovereign’s  authority,  fall  far 
short  of  showing  that  the  act  he  may  do  by  the  direc- 
tion of  his  government,  may  not  receive  equal  validi- 
ty from  a subsequent  approval  of  the  act  by  that 
government,  as  if  it  had  directed  it  originally. 

We  have  already,  as  we  think,  established  the  posi- 
tion, that  the  hostile  violation  of  our  territory,  result- 
ing in  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  and  the  killing 
of  Durfee,  had  the  same  been  ordered  by  the  British 
government,  would  have  protected  the  military  en- 
gaged in  it  from  any  personal  liability.  We  now 
maintain  that  the  subsequent  approval  of  the  attack, 
especially  under  the  circumstances  of  the  original 
order  and  the  situation  of  the  mother  country  in  re- 
lation to  her  colony,  and  of  Canada  in  relation  to  our 
border,  furnishes  equal  impunity  and  protection  to  all 
concerned  in  it. 

The  authorities  quoted  by  Judge  Cowen  on  this 
head,  as  we  have  already  shown,  do  not  in  the  slight- 
est degree  impugn  the  correctness  of  this  position; 
while  the  authorities  we  shall  now  produce  will  for- 
tify and  fully  sustain  it. 

Burlimaqui,  pt.  4,  ch.  3,  sec.  18. — “A  mere  presump- 
tion of  the  will  of  the  sovereign  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  excuse  a governor  or  any  other  officer  who 
should  undertake  a war,  except  in  case  of  necessity, 
without  either  a general  or  particular  order.  For  it 
is  not  sufficient  to  know  what  part  the  sovereign 
would  probably  act  if  he  were  consulted  in  such  a 
particular  posture  of  affairs;  but  it  should  rather  be 
considered  in  general  what  it  is  probable  a prince 


would  desire  should  be  done,  without  consulting  him, 

when  the  matter  will  bear  no  delay  and  the.  affair  is 
dubious. 

“Now  certainly  sovereigns  will  never  consent  that 
their  ministers  should,  whenever  they  think  proper, 
undertake  without  their  order  a thing  of  such  impor- 
tance as  an  offensive  war,  which  is  the  proper  subject 
of  the  present  inquiry.” 

Sec.  19. — “In  these  circumstances,  whatever  part 
the  sovereign  would  have  thought  proper  to  act  if  he 
had  been  consulted;  and  whatever  success  the  war 
undertaken  without  his  order  may  have  had;  it  is  left 
to  the  sovereign,  whether  he  will  ratify  or  condemn  the 
act  of  his  ministers.  If  he  ratify  it,  this  approbation  ren- 
ders the  war  solemn,  by  reflecting  back,  as  it  were,  an 
authority  upon  it ; so  that  it  obliges  the  whole  common- 
wealth. But  if  the  sovereign  should  condemn  the  act 
of  the  governor,  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  latter 
ought  to  pass  for  a sort  of  robbery,  the  fault  of  which 
by  no  means  affects  the  state,  provided  the  governor 
is  delivered  up  and  punished  according  to  the  law  of 
the  country,  and  proper  satisfaction  be  made  for  the 
damages  sustained.” 

8 Peters,  522 — Story,  speaking  of  the  seizure  of  an 
American  vessel  and  cargo  by  a Spanish  vessel,  says: 

“If  she  had  a commission  under  the  royal  authority 
of  Spain,  she  was  beyond  question  entitled  to  make 
the  seizure.  If  she  had  no  such  authority,  then  she 
must  be  treated  as  a non-commissioned  cruiser,  en- 
titled to  seize  for  the  benefit  of  the  crown;  ivhose  act, 
if  adopted  and  acknowledged  by  the  crown,  or  its  compe 
tent  authorities,  becomes  equally  binding.  Nothing  is 
better  settled,  both  in  England  and  America,  than 
the  doctrine  that  a non-commissioned  cruiser  may 
seize  for  the  benefit  of  the  government;  and  if  his 
acts  are  adopted  by  the  government,  the  property, 
when  condemned,  becomes  a droit  of  the  govern- 
ment.” 

Upon  these  authorities,  and  for  the  reasons  before 
stated,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  ap- 
probation of  the  attack  by  the  British  government 
has  removed  all  doubt  about  the  sufficiency  of  the 
original  authority  of  the  Canadian  officers. 

We  have  thus  far  discussed  this  matter,  as  if  the 
question,  as  to  the  relation  in  which  the  United 
States  government  stands  to  the  British  government, 
in  the  matter  of  this  attack,  was  an  open  one — one 
in  which  the  judiciary  of  the  country  is  at  liberty  to 
decide  by  a direct  application  of  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  to  the  facts  as  they  might  be  establish- 
ed by  proof;  and  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  we  feel 
confident  of  having  established,  by  the  facts  and  the 
law,  that  the  attack  upon  the  Caroline  was  made  upon 
sufficient  authority  from  the  British  government;  or, 
if  the  authority  was  in  any  respect  equivocal,  that  it 
has  been  ratified  by  the  British  government,  so  as  to 
require  of  the  judiciary  of  the  country,  upon  the  facts 
and  the  law,  a judgment  establishing  the  perfect  im- 
punity of  the  military  engaged  in  the  expedition. 

We  now  propose  to  show  that  the  character  of 
the  expedition  against  the  Caroline,  and  the  rela- 
tion in  which  the  two  countries  stand  in  reference  to 
it,  has  been  settled  and  decided  by  our  government  to 
be  that  of  ulawfal  war”  of  the  “ imperfect  sort;"  and 
that  courts  of  justice  are  not  at  liberty  to  pronounce 
a different  judgment  from  that  pronounced  by  the 
government  of  the  country. 

Has  our  government  determined  the  relation  in 
which  the  two  countries  stand  to  each  other  in  re- 
ference to  the  impunity  to  which  McLeod  is  entitled, 
as  being  one  of  this  military  expedition? 

In  May,  1838,  shortly  .after  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  in  a communication  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, our  minister,  Mr.  Stevenson,  characterized 
the  attack  as  “an  invasion  of  the  territory  and  so- 
vereignty of  an  independent  nation  by  an  armed  force 
of  a friendly  power;”  and  Mr.  Webster,  secretary  of 
state,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fox  of  the  24th  April, 
1841,  says:  “the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
not  changed  the  opinion  which  it  has  heretofore  ex- 
pressed to  her  majesty’s  government,  of  the  character 
of  the  act  of  destroying  the  Caroline.” 

Can  language  be  better  adapted  to  define  the  first 
act  of  war  by  one  nation  upon  another,  where  there 
has  been  no  previous  declaration  of  war,  than  that 
employed  by  Mr.  Stevenson  to  characterize  this  at- 
tack by  Great  Britain? 

So  long  ago,  then,  as  May,  1838,  the  executive  de- 
partment of  our  government  determined  that  the  at- 
tack upon  the  Caroline  was  an  act  of  war,  and  so  far  as 
that  act  of  hostility  was  concerned,  placed  the  Bri- 
tish government  in  that  relation  to  our  own 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  before  referred  to, 
he  recites  the  ground  upon  which  the  British  govern- 
ment place  the  hostile  attack,  so  far  as  the  military 
engaged  in  it  are  concerned,  and  the  assent  of  our  go- 
vernment to  this  same  view  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Webster  in  his  letter,  says: 

“The  president  inclines  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  main  purpose  of  the  instruction  was,  to  cause  it 
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to  be  signified  to  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
that  the  attack  on  the  steamboat  ‘Caroline’  was  an 
act  of  public  force,  done  by  the  Brirish  colonial  au- 
thorities, and  fully  recognised  by  the  queen’s  govern- 
ment at  home;  and  that,  consequently,  no  individual 
concerned  in  that  transaction  can,  according  to  the 
just  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  be  held  per- 
sonally answerable  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  law,  as 
for  private  offence;  and  that  upon  this  avowal  of  her 
majesty’s  government,  Alexander  McLeod  now  im- 
prisoned on  an  indictment  for  murder,  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  in  that  attack,  ought  to  be  re- 
leased, by  such  proceedings  as  are  usual  and  are 
suitable  to  the  case.” 

After  this  recital  of  the  position  in  which  the  Bri- 
tish government  places  the  matter,  Mr.  Webster, 
speaking  in  behalf  of  our  government,  says: 

“The  communication  of  the  fact  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  ‘Caroline’  was  an  act  of  public  force,  by 
the  British  authorities,  being  formally  made  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Fox’s  note, 
the  case  assumes  a decided  aspect. 

“The  government  of  the  United  States  entertain 
no  doubt  that,  after  this  avowal  of  the  transaction  as 
a public  transaction,  authorised  and  undertaken  by 
the  British  authorities,  individuals  concerned  in  it 
ought  not,  by  the  principles  of  public  law  and  the 
general  usage  of  civilized  states,  to  be  holden  per- 
sonally responsible,  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  law, 
for  their  participation  in  it.  And  the  president  pre- 
sumes that  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  say  that  the 
American  people,  not  distrustful  of  their  ability  to 
redress  public  wrongs  by  public  means,  cannot  de- 
sire the  punishment  of  individuals,  when  the  act 
complained  of  is  declared  to  have  been  an  act  of  the 
government  itself.” 

In  a letter  of  instructions  to  the  attorney  general, 
which  was  also  communicated  to  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Web- 
ster says: 

“That  an  individual  forming  part  of  a public  force 
and  acting  under  the  authority  of  his  government,  is 
not  to  be  held  answerable  as  a private  trespasser  or 
malefactor,  is  a principle  of  public  law  sanctioned  by 
the  usages  of  all  cizilized  nations,  and  which  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  has  no  inclination  to 
dispute.” 

Judge  Cowen  makes  a criticism  upon  the  commu- 
nication of  the  British  minister,  which,  perhaps,  re- 
quires a passing  remark.  He  says: 

“Even  the  British  minister  is  too  just  to  call  it  war; 
the  British  government  do  not  pretend  it  was  ioar.” 

As  words  in  a promise,  indicative  of  an  undertak- 
ing to  warrant,  amount,  in  law,  according  to  “Cow- 
eti’s  Treatise ,”  to  a warranty,  without  the  use  of  the 
term  warrant,  so,  in  the  letter  of  the  British  minister, 
a description  of  hostilities  that  by  the  law  of  nations 
constitutes  “imperfect  war,”  is  equivalent  to  the  as- 
sertion in  terms  that  it  was  war  of  the  imperfect  sort. 

But  the  judge,  evidently  not  feeling  much  confi- 
dence in  his  criticism  upon  the  British  minister’s 
communication,  afterwards  seems  to  admit  that  our 
government,  so  far  as  it  could,  had  decided  the  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  hostile  attack, 
and,  consequently,  in  regard  to  the  individual  liabi- 
lity of  those  concerned  in  it. 

The  language  of  the  judge  is  this: 

“But  it  is  said  of  the  case  at  bar,  here  is  more  than 
a mere  approval  by  the  adverse  government;  than  at 
explanation  has  been  demanded  by  the  secretary  of 
state;  and  the  British  ambassador  has  insisted  on 
McLeod’s  release,  and  his  counsel  claim  for  the  joint 
diplomacy  of  the  United  States  and  England  some 
such  effect  upon  the  powers  of  this  court  as  a certio- 
rari from  us  would  have  upon  the  county  court  of 
general  sessions.  It  was  spoken  of  as  incompatible 
with  the  judicial  proceedings  against  McLeod  in  this 
state;  as  a suit  actually  pending  between  the  two 
nations,  wherein  the  action  of  the  general  govern- 
ment comes  in  collision  with,  and  supercedes  our  own. 

“To  such  an  objection  the  answer  is  quite  obvious. 
Diplomacy  is  not  a judicial  but  executive  function: 
but  the  objection  would  come  with  the  same  force, 
whether  it  were  urged  against  proceedings  in  a court 
of  this  state,  or  the  United  States.'” 

But  the  judge  insists  that  “the  executive  power  has 
charge  of  the  question  in  its  national  aspect  only;” 
by  which,  from  the  context,  we  must  uuderstand, 
that  the  two  governments  may  agree  that  the  hostile 
attack  was  of  that  character  which  furnishes  impu- 
nity to  the  military  concern,  yet  that  the  courts,  fe- 
deral and  state,  may  determine  otherwise,  and  inflict 
criminal  punishment  upon  the  offenders!  How  “the 
executive  power  has  charge  of  the  question  in  its  na- 
tional aspect,”  and  yet  its  decisions  be  void  of  all  effi- 
ciency and  effect  upon  the  subject  decided  upon,  is, 
we  confess,  beyond  our  comprehension.  The  gene- 
ral government  cannot,  it  is  true,  after  deciding  the 
question,  issue  any  mandate  to  a court  to  carry  its 
determination  into  effect,  or  remove  a cause,  or  with- 
draw a suitor  or  criminal  from  the  custody  of  the 


courts.  But  its  decision  becomes  binding  upon  all 
courts  or  tribunals  where  the  question  arises;  and 
thus  the  executive  department  of  the  government 
“has  charge  of  the  question  in  its  national  aspect,” 
and  the  law  makes  its  decision  all-powerful  and  effi- 
cient. 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  resort  to  any  course  , 
of  reasoning,  or  to  the  citation  of  authorities,  to  show  | 
that  the  executive  of  the  United  States  possess  all : 
the  power  in  regard  to  the  matter  in  question  that 
usually  belongs  to  the  executive  department  of  every 
government.  ; 

“The  command  and  application  of  the  public  force 
to  execute  the  law,  maintain  peace  and  resist  foreign 
invasion,  are  powers  obviously  of  an  executive  cha- 
racter, and  require  the  exercise  of  qualities  so  cha- 
racteristical  of  this  department,  that  they  have  always 
been  exclusively  appropriated  to  it,  in  every  well- 
regulated  government  upon  earth.” — 1 Kent’s  Com. 
282. 

The  memorable  attack  of  the  British  ship  of  war 
Leopard,  Capt.  Humphreys,  upon  the  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, Captain  Barron,  in  which  several  American 
sailors  were  killed,  became  the  subject  of  discussion 
between  the  two  governments,  and  resulted  in  an  ad- 
justment, in  which,  amongst  other  things,  England 
offered  “the  American  government  a suitable  pecu- 
niary provision  for  the  sufferers  in  consequence  of  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  including  the  families  of 
those  seamen  who  unfortunately  fell  in  the  action, 
and  of  the  wounded  survivors.”  Could  Capt.  Hum- 
phreys afterwards  have  been  proceeded  against  in  a 
court  of  our  country,  and  held  personally  responsible, 
notwithstanding  the  executive  department  of  our  go- 
vernment had  settled  the  whole  matter  with  the  Bri- 
tish government?  There  cannot  be  a doubt,  as  we 
think,  that  this  adjustment  of  the  matter,  “in  its  na- 
tional aspect,”  was  an  adjustment  of  the  matter  in 
every  aspect,  and  binding  upon  all  courts  and  tribu- 
nals of  ihe  country. 

This  principle  has  been  judicially  recognized  in 
England.  There  where  the  executive  department 
of  the  government  has  determined  the  relation  in 
which  the  British  government  stands  towards  any 
other  country,  in  regard  to  hostilities,  such  decision 
is  conclusive,  and  in  all  the  courts  precludes  any  fur- 
ther examination  or  agitation  of  the  question. 

15  East.  81. — This  was  a case  of  insurance,  and 
the  cause  turned  upon  the  question  whether  the  trade 
to  St.  Domingo  was,  at  that  time,  with  a country  at 
peace  with  England. 

Lord  Ellenborough  says,  this  is  a grave  question, 
and  depends  in  a great  measure  upon  the  considera- 
tions of  the  orders  in  council  which  have  been  refer- 
red to.  I agree  with  the  master  of  the  rolls  in  the 
case  of  the  Pelican,  that  it  belongs  to  the  government  of 
the  country  to  determine  in  what  relation  of  peace  or  war 
any  other  country  stands  towards  it,  and  that  it  would 
be  unsafe  for  courts  of  justice  to  take  upon  them,  with- 
out that  authority,  to  decide  upon  these  relations. 

“But  when  the  crown  has  decided  upon  the  rela- 
tion of  peace  or  war  in  which  another  country  stands 
to  this,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question;  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  express  promulgation  of  the  will  of  the 
sovereign  in  that  respect,  it  may  be  collected  from 
other  acts  of  the  state.  The  master  of  the  rolls,  in 
the  case  of  the  Pelican,  lays  down  the  rule  generally 
‘that  it  belongs  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  de- 
termine in  what  relation  any  other  country  stands  to- 
wards it,  and  that  the  courts  of  justice  cannot  decide  upon 
the  point;’  by  which  I must  understand  him  to  have 
said  that  they  cannot  decide  adversely  to  the  declara- 
tion of  the  sovereign  upon  that  point. 

“For  want  of  a declaration  by  the  crown  atone 
period,  different  verdicts  were  given  in  different 
causes,  in  respect  to  commercial  adventures  of  the 
same  description  to  Hamburgh.  But  courts  and  juries 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  decide  secundum  allegata  et 
probata  in  such  particular  cases  without  regard  to 
other  proof  in  other  causes.” 

This  let  it  be  remembered,  was  a private  litigation 
between  individuals;  and  the  court  held  that  the  de- 
termination of  the  government,  as  to  the  relation  in 
which  another  government  stands  towards  it,  control- 
led the  rights  of  the  parties  litigant,  and  put  an  “end 
of  the  question.”  How  much  stronger  is  the  reason 
for  the  application  of  the  rule  to  our  country  and  go- 
vernment. 

Without  such  a rule,  conflict  and  collision  arise 
between  the  executive  and  judicial  branches  of  the 
general  government,  and  between  the  general  and 
state  governments. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  the  senate,  has  well  described 
the  conflict  which  such  adverse  decisions,  between 
the  executive  and  judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, will  produce: 

“The  judicial  authority  will  be  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  the  executive  government  on  the  other. 
Whilst  the  judiciary  decide  that  McLeod  is  respon- 
sible in  the  criminal  courts  of  New  York,  the  secre- 


tary decides  that  he  is  not.  By  prejudging  this  pend- 
ing judicial  question,  the  secretary  has  placed  himself 
in  an  awkward  dilemma,  should  the  supreme  court 
of  New  York  determine  that  the  recognition  and  jus- 
tification by  the  British  government  of  the  capture 
of  the  Caroline,  does  not  release  McLeod  from  per- 
sonal responsibility.” 

The  mode  of  remedying  this  difficulty,  and  pre- 
venting such  conflicts  in  the  two  departments  of 
government,  suggested  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  is,  we  con- 
fess, most  extraordinary.  It  is  that  the  secretary  of 
state,  representing  the  executive  department  of  go- 
vernment, shall  suspend  the  decision  of  a question 
pending  with  a foreign  government  until  the  question 
shall  have  been  judicially  decided;  and  this  course 
is  suggested  even  in  a proceeding  where  the  govern- 
ment is  not  a party,  and  where  a decision  may  be 
delayed  until  those  interested  in  the  question  see  fit 
to  bring  the  matter  to  a close! 

Our  remedy  for  what  Mr.  Buchanan  calls  this 
“awkward  dilemma,”  is,  the  rule  which  prevails  in 
England;  when  the  executive  department  has  decid- 
ed a question  between  our  own  and  a foreign  go- 
vernment, which  properly  belongs  to  the  executive 
department  to  decide,  “courts  of  justice  cannot  de- 
cide adversely.”  Such  a rule  produces  consistency 
and  harmony  in  every  department  of  the  general 
government,  and  prevents  all  collision  with  the  ju- 
dicial departments  of  the  state  governments.  With- 
out such  a rule,  the  intercourse  of  our  government 
with  other  nations  becomes  empty  diplomacy,  where 
national  matters,  discussed,  agreed  on,  and  settled 
by  the  proper  executive  department,  are  not  only 
disregarded  by  the  judicial  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, but  are  perfectly  annulled  by  adverse  de- 
cisions and  judgments,  and  executions  carrying  into 
effect  those  judgments. 

If,  in  England,  the  determination  of  the  govern- 
ment as  to  the  relation  in  which  another  government 
stands  to  it,  shall  control  the  rights  of  individuals, 
in  a litigation  with  which  the  government  is  not  the 
most  remotely  connected,  and  in  which  the  public 
has  no  interest,  how  much  stronger  is  the  reason  for 
applying  the  rule  to  criminal  courts;  especially  when 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused  is  made  to 
depend  upon  the  decision,  as  to  the  relation  in  which 
another  government  stands  to  our  own,  in  a hostile 
collision,  where  the  accused  was  an  actor,  uncon- 
scious at  the  time  of  the  possibility  that  the  part  he 
took  could  subject  him  to  the  imputation  of  crime? 

But  this  principle  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
highest  court  of  our  own  country.  2 Peters.  Rep. 
307.  Chief  Justice  Marshall  says,  “in  a controversy 
between  two  nations,  concerning  national  boundary, 
it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  courts  of  either  should 
refuse  to  abide  by  the  measures  adopted  by  its  oicn 
government.  There  being  no  common  tribunal  to  de- 
cide between  them,  each  determines  for  itself,  on  its 
own  rights;  and  if  they  cannot  adjust  their  difference 
peaceably,  the  right  remains  with  the  strongest. — 
The  judiciary  is  not  that  department  of  the  govern- 
ment to  which  the  assertion  of  the  interests  against 
foreign  powers  is  confided,  and  its  duty  commonly  is 
to  decide  upon  individual  rights  according  to  those 
principles  which  the  political  departments  of  the  nation 
have  established.” 

Again,  p.  309,  “if  those  departments  which  are  en- 
trusted with  the  foreign  intercourse  of  the  nation, 
which  assert  and  maintain  its  interests  against  foreign 
powers,  have  unequivocally  asserted  its  rights,  it  is 
not  in  its  own  courts  that  this  construction  is  to  be  de- 
nied.” 

We  have  now  concluded  our  examination  of  the 
great  principles  of  national  law  involved  in  the  case 
of  McLeod,  and  we  feel  great  confidence  in  saying 
we  have,  by  the  most  ample  authority,  maintained, 
1st.  That  a hostile  attack  and  violation  of  our  terri- 
tory, in  time  of  general  peace,  by  the  authority  of 
the  British  government,  w’ith  apparent  cause,  is  so 
far  a “lawful  war,”  of  the  “ imperfect  sort,”  as  to  fur- 
nish impunity  to  the  military  engaged  in  it. 

2nd.  That  the  instructions  given  to  the  governor 
or  chief  officer  of  Canada,  under  the  circumstances 
and  situation  of  that  colony,  contained  sufficient  au- 
thority to  legalize  the  attack;  or,  if  that  be  doubtful, 
then, 

3d.  That  the  sanction  by  the  British  government 
of  the  attack,  supplied  any  possible  deficiency  in  the 
instructions. 

4th.  That  the  executive  department  of  our  govern- 
ment has  decided,  that  the  relation  in  which  Great 
Britain  stands  towards  our  government,  as  to  the 
affair  of  the  Caroline  is  that  of  “ imperfect  war;”  and 
that  “individuals  concerned  in  that  transaction  ought 
not,  by  the  principles  of  public  law,  and  the  general 
usage  of  civilized  states,  to  be  holden  personally  re- 
sponsible,” and, 

5th.  That  such  decision,  by  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  our  government,  is  final  and  conclusive  upon 
all  the  courts  in  the  United  States. 
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It  remains  for  us  now  to  inquire  whether  the  mode 
of  relief,  by  habeas  corpus,  sought  by  McLeod,  ought, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  have  availed  him. 

Upon  this  branch  of  the  case  Judge  Cowen,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  concedes  to  McLeod  the  im- 
punity which  he  claimed,  as  being  one  of  the  military 
force  who  made  the  attack  upon  the  Caroline,  yet 
decides  that  he  cannot  be  discharged  upon  habeas 
corpus,  because  the  grand  jury  have  indicted  him  for 
murder. 

The  principle  advanced  by  the  judge  is,  that  a man 
charged  with  murder  by  the  finding  of  an  indictment 
by  a grand  jury,  cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
admitted  to  bail,  or  be  discharged  on  habeas  corpus. 
We  readily  concede  that  in  a case  where  a person 
cannot  be  admitted  to  bail,  he  cannot  be  entitled  to  a 
discharge  on  habeas  corpus. 

The  judge  has  cited  several  cases  were  applications 
■were  made  to  admit  to  bail  persons  charged  with 
murder.  The  cases  cited,  however,  are  all  cases 
where  the  application  was  made  before  indictment; 
and  what  is  said  by  the  judges  about  the  effect  of  an 
indictment,  as  precluding  the  possibility  of  letting  to 
bail,  is  mere  dicta;  that  question  not  having  arisen  in 
a single  case  cited.  But  although  Judge  Cowen 
admits  that  his  cases  “were  all  before  indictment 
found,"  he  says  the  principle  of  refusing  bail  after 
indictment,  for  murder,  “has  never,  that  we  are  aware 
of,  been  departed  from  in  practice  under  the  English 
habeas  corpus  act.”  Had  the  judge  searched  as 
diligently  for  cases  in  favor  of  this  application,  as  he 
seems  to  have  done  for  cases  against  it,  he  certainly 
would  have  come  to  a different  conclusion  as  to  the 
existence  of  authorities  for  letting  to  bail  after  indict- 
ment, whatever  might  have  been  his  conclusion  as  to 
the  true  principle  of  law.  Whilst  the  judge  has  not 
been  able  to  cite  a single  case  where,  after  indictment, 
the  question  of  bail  has  actually  arisen,  we-have  been 
able  to  find  several,  where  the  question  has  not  only 
arisen,  but  where  the  prisoner  has  been  let  to  bail 
after  indictment  for  murder  and  other  high  crimes. 

3 Bacon  Jib.  436,  title  habeas  corpus:  “Also  the  court 
will  sometimes  examine  by  affidavit  the  circumstan- 
ces of  a fact  on  which  a prisoner  brought  before  them 
by  an  habeas  copus  hath  been  indicted,  in  order  to  in- 
form themselves,  on  examination  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter, whether  it  be  reasonable  to  bail  him  or  not.  And 
agreeably  hereto,  one  Jackson,  (4  Geo.  Ill),  who 
had  been  indicted  for  piracy  before  the  session  of 
admiralty  on  a malicious  prosecution,  brought  his 
habeas  corpus  in  the  said  court,  in  order  to  be  dis- 
charged or  bailed.  The  court  examined  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances of  the  fact  by  affidavit;  upon  which  it  ap- 
peared the  prosecutor  himself,  if  any  one,  was  guil- 
ty, and  carried  on  the  present  prosecution  to  screen 
himself;  and  thereupon,  the  court,  in  consideration 
of  the  unreasonableness  of  the  prosecution,  and  the 
uncertainty  of  the  time  when  another  session  of  ad- 
mirality  might  be  holden,  admitted  the  said  Jackson  to 
bail. 

3 East.  165  King  vs.  Marks.  Le  Blanc  says:  “This 
court  have  clearly  a right  to  bail  the  parties  accused  in 
all  cases  of  felony,  if  they  see  occasion,  whenever  there 
is  any  doubt  either  on  the  la  tv  or  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Woodworth,  J.  in  the  case  of  Tayloe,  5 Cow.  58, 
cities  with  approbation  this  rule  of  Le  Blanc.  He 
says:  ‘The  court  will  bail  whenever  there  is  any 
doubt  on  the  law  or  the  facts  of  the  case.’  ” 

It  is  true  these  were  cases  before  indictment.  But 
the  rule  is  laid  down  without  limitation;  and  we  can 
see  no  reason  for  limiting  it  to  cases  before  indict- 
ment, especially  where  the  prisoner  shows  “there  is 
doubt  on  the  law  of  the  case,”  and  more  especially 
when  he  shows  that  “by  the  law  of  the  case”  he  is 
innocent  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him. 

1 Bacon  Jib.  353,  title,  Bail  in  criminal  cases:  “So  if 
a man  be  convicted  of  felony  upon  evidence  by  which 
it  plainly  appears  to  the  court  he  is  not  guilty  of  it,"  he 
will  be  let  to  bail.  Why,  then,  not  let  him  to  bail 
before  conviction,  “if  it  plainly  appears  to  the  court 
that  he  is  not  guilty  of  it.” 

5.  Mod.  Capt.  Kirk’s  case:  Mr.  Montague  moved 
that  Mr.  Kirk  might  be  admitted  to  bail,  “for  that  he 
was  very  dangerously  ill  by  reason  of  the  badness  of 
the  air  and  the  inconveniences  of  the  prison.”  There 
had  been  an  inquest  by  the  coroner  for  murder,  and 
also  an  indictment  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  counsel  who  opposed  the  motion  for  bail,  said, 
“It  is  true  your  lordship  has  power  to  bail  in  treason 
or  murder;  but  you  will  not  exert  that  power  unless 
it  be  in  extraordinary  circumstances,  as  in  some 
cases  that  have  been  quoted,  and  especially  in  such 
where  the  ]rrosecution  is  thought  not  to  be  well  grounded. 
[Holt,  chief  justice.]  In  tiiis  case  I do  not  think  the 
affidavits  are  full  enough.  It  does  not  appear  that  by 
this  imprisonment  they  are  in  danger  of  their  lives.” 
Here  is  no  intimation  that  the  indictment  precludes 
all  inquiry;  on  the  contrary,  the  refusal  to  bail  is  upon 
a full  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  facts  upon  which 
the  application  is  founded. 


In  Coke's  Entries,  354  to  356,  are  three  cases,  co- 
pied from  the  rolls  of  the  court,  where  there  had  been 
indictments  for  murder,  and  the  prisoners  afterwards  let 
to  bail. 

1 Salk,  104.  J-  S.  being  committed  upon  an  indict- 
ment for  murder,  moved  to  be  bailed.  "iJf^Rokesby 
and  Tuition  were  for  bailing  him,  because  the  evidence 
upon  the  affidavits  read  did  not  seem  to  them  sufficient  to 
prove  him  guilty.  Holt,  chief  justice,  and  Gould  con- 
tra. The  evidence  does  affect  him,  and  that  is 
enough.  The  allowing  the  freedom  of  bail  may  dis- 
courage the  prosecution;  therefore  it  is  not  fit  the 
court  should  declare  their  opinion  of  the  evidence 
beforehand;  for  it  must  prejudice  the  prisoner  on  the 
one  side,  or  the  prosecution  on  the  other.”  Here,  too, 
the  merits  of  the  application  were  looked  into;  and 
although  bail  was  refused,  it  was  not  because  there 
was  an  indictment,  but  because  the  court  were  equally 
divided  upon  the  merits  of  the  application. 

Judge  Cowen  cites  a case  on  the  same  page  as  the 
above,  to  show  that  a person  cannot  be  let  to  bail 
under  any  circumstances  after  indictment!  and  yet  over- 
looked the  one  cited  above! 

The  case  cited  by  Judge  Cowen  is  the  case  of 
Lord  Mohuns,  and  even  in  that,  it  does  appear  from 
the  report  in  Salk,  whether  he  had  or  had  not  been  in- 
dicted! The  ease  is  referred  to  in  2 Strange,  911, 
Rex  vs.  Dalton.  The  chief  justice  there  said,  “that 
the  Lord  Mohuns'  case  was  at  Lord  Holt’s  chambers, 
and  not  in  court,  as  the  book  reports  it;  and  that  the 
lords  bailed  him  after  indictment  for  murder  icas  found." 

Another  case  may  be  added,  of  a person  indicted  for 
murder  being  let  to  bail.  We  refer  to  the  late  case 
of  the  young  student,  who  was  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  Professor  Davis,  at  the  university  of  Virginia. 

As  to  the  right  of  courts  to  bail,  there  is  no  diffe- 
rence between  cases  of  murder  or  the  highest  grades 
of  manslaughter. — See  Sutherland's  opinion  in  Taloe's 
case,  5 Cow.  55. 

Selfridge,  indicted  in  Massachusetts  for  manslaugh- 
ter, was  let  to  bail  after  indictment.  Goodwin,  indict- 
ed in  New  York  for  manslaughter,  was,  after  one 
trial,  and  the  jury  not  agreeing,  let  to  bail  by  Chief 
Justice  Spencer. — Wheeler's  Crim.  Cas.  434. 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived,  that  whilst  Judge  Cowen 
is  not  able  to  cite  a single  case,  where,  upon  applica- 
tion to  bail  after  indictment  for  murder,  the  court  has 
said  the  fact  of  an  indictment  was  conclusive  against  it, 
we  have  been  able  to  cite  several  cases  in  which  the 
application  was  made  after  indictment;  in  some  of 
which  the  indicted  person  was  let  to  bail,  and  in  others 
refused.  Yet  in  none  of  these  cases  is  the  idea  ad- 
vanced that  the  indictment  precludes  all  inquiry.  In  all 
of  them  the  power  is  conceded,  but  not  to  be  exercis- 
ed, “unless  in  extraordinary  circumstances.”  All 
the  cases  to  be  found  in  which  the  idea  is  advanced 
that  an  indictment  precludes  all  inquiry,  are  cases  where 
no  indictment  had  been  found;  and  the  remarks  of  the 
judges  upon  that  point  are  mere  dicta,  and  unworthy 
the  character  of  grave  authority.  That  the  court 
have  the  power  to  look  beyond  the  indictment,  may 
be  proved  to  the  common  sense  of  every  one,  by  a 
few  examples: 

Suppose,  upon  circumstantial  evidence  before  a 
grand  jury,  a person  is  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
another,  and  is  arrested  and  imprisoned  to  take  his 
trial;  suppose  such  prisoner  should  afterwards  sue  out 
a habeas  coipus,  and  upon  being  brought  before  Judge 
Cowen,  should  make  a profert  of  the  supposed  mur- 
dered man,  in  full  life  and  vigor,  his  identity  placed 
beyond  all  question;  would  Judge  Cowen  say,  there 
being  an  indictment  by  a grand  jury  precludes  all  inquiry, 
and  you  must  continue  in  prison  until  a court  shall 
be  held  for  your  trial?  Such  are  the  doctrines  of  his 
opinion! 

Suppose  Robinson,  the  murderer  of  Ellen  Jewett, 
should  be  again  indicted  by  a grand  jury,  and  arrest- 
ed, and  finally  brought  before  Judge  Edwards  on  ha- 
beas coipus,  for  a discharge,  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
been  once  tried  for  the  same  offence  and  acquitted. 
He  produces  the  record  of  acquittal;  yet,  by  the  de- 
cision of  Judge  Cowen,  the  judge  who  tried  him  would 
refuse  to  look  behind  the  indictment,  would  refuse  a 
discharge,  and  remand  him  to  prison  to  wait  the  sit- 
ting of  a court,  there  to  go  through  the  form  of  pro- 
ducing before  a jury  the  record  of  his  former  trial 
and  acquittal! 

Judge  Cowen  fancies  that  he  has  cited  a case  even 
stronger  than  the  one  we  have  supposed,  of  a second 
indictment  of  Robinson.  He  says: 

“In  Rex  vs.  Acton  2,  Str.  851,  the  prisoner  had 
been  tried  for  the  murder,  and  acquitted.  Afterward, 
a single  justice  of  the  peace  issued  a warrant,  charg- 
ing him  with  "the  same  murder,  upon  which  he  was 
again  committed.  On  an  offer  to  show  the  former 
acquittal  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  court  refused 
to  hear  the  proof.  On  the  authority  of  this  case,  Mr. 
Chitty , at  the  page  just  cited,  lays  down  the  rule  that 
the  court  will  not  look  into  extrinsic  evidence  at  all.” 


Now  this  case  is  stated  by  the  judge  entirely  wrong. 
The  person  was  not  arrested  for  the  same  offence.  The 
defendant  was  the  keeper  of  a prison,  and  was  in- 
dicted by  four  several  indictments  for  four  several 
murders,  and  the  question  on  the  trial  was,  whether 
a place  called  the  strong  room  was  a proper  place  to 
confine  disorderly  prisoners  in,  the  four  prisoners  hav- 
ing died  whilst  so  confined.  The  jury  acquitted  the 
defendant.  A single  justice  afterwards,  upon  a new 
information  of  a fifth  person  having  been  put  into  that 
room,  and  dying,  thought  fit  to  commit  the  defen- 
dant again  for  a fifth  murder. 

The  court  refused  to  bail  the  defendant,  and  he 
remained  until  the  assizes;  when  no  bill  being  found, 
he  was  discharged. 

Thus,  instead  of  being,  as  judge  Cowen  supposed, 
a commitment  a second  time,  after  acquittal  for  the 
same  offence,  it  was  for  an  entire  new  offence.  We 
cannot  but  express  our  surprise  that  the  judge  should, 
even  if  lie  had  found  such  a monstrous  case,  cite  it 
with  approbation. 

Suppose  a '"person  in  1816  had  been  arrested  and 
indicted  for  murder  and  arson,  committed  in  the  at- 
tack on  Buffalo,  by  the  British,  during  the  war.  Sup- 
pose such  person  brought  up  by  habeas  corpus  before 
the  supreme  court,  claiming  the  impunity  of  a sol- 
dier in  time  of  war.  Could  the  court  say,  we  are 
satisfied  that  you  cannot  be  guilty  of  murder,  but  as 
the  grand  jury  have  found  an  indictment,  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  looking  into  the  matter,  and  you  can 
neither  be  discharged  nor  let  to  bail,  but  must  remain 
in  prison  until  the  proper  court  sits  for  your  trial? 

Such  are  clearly  the  doctrines  of  Judge  Cowen. 
He  says: 

“It  is  proper  to  add  that  if  the  matters  urged  in 
argument  could  have  any  legal  effect  in  favor  of  the 
prisoner,  I should  feel  entirely  clear  that  they  would 
be  of  a nature  available  before  the  jury  only.  And 
that  according  to  the  settled  rules  of  proceeding  on 
habeas  coipus,  we  should  have  no  power  ever  to  con- 
sider them  as  a ground  for  discharging  the  prisoner.” 

Now  instead  of  such  a rule  prevailing,  we  have 
seen  that  in  numerous  cases,  both  in  this  country  and 
in  England,  prisoners  have  been  let  to  bail  after  in- 
dictment for  murder  and  other  crimes  of  the  highest 
grade.  We  have  also  seen  “that  after  a man  has 
been  convicted  of  felony,  upon  evidence  by  which  it 
plainly  appears  to  the  court  he  is  not  guilty,  he  will 
be  let  to  bail.” 

In  the  famous  conspiracy  cases  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  after  the  Lamberts  had,  by  writs  of  error,  re- 
versed the  judgments  against  them,  Hyatt  and  Mo- 
wet,  who  were  under  sentence  and  suffering  punish- 
ment, by  separate  indictments  and  convictions,  appli- 
ed to  the  supreme  court,  and  were  discharged  on  ha- 
beas corpus,  without  being  put  to  their  writs  of  error 
to  reverse  the  judgments. 

The  true  rule  upon  the  subject  of  bail  or  discharge, 
after  indictment  for  murder,  undoubtedly  is,  for  the 
judge  to  refuse  to  bail  or  discharge  upon  any  affidavits 
or  proof  that  is  susceptible  of  being  controverted  on  the 
other  side.  When,  however,  the  prisoner’s  evidence 
is  of  that  positive  and  certain  character  that  it  can- 
not be  "gainsaid,"  then  the  prisoner  is  entitled  to  be 
bailed  or  discharged,  as  in  the  case  where  the  man 
supposed  to  be  murdered  is  living;  where  the  pri- 
soner has  been  tried  and  acquitted  for  the  same  of- 
fence; or  where  the  supposed  murder  was  a homicide 
committed  in  a war  between  two  nations. 

As  applicable  to  the  case  under  consideration,  if 
the  attack  on  the  Caroline  was  authorised  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Canadian  authorities  and  the  British 
government,  the  evidence  of  such  authorization  fur- 
nished by  the  British  government  and  the  United 
States  is  of  that  conclusive  and  record  character  that 
it  cannot  be  controverted  at  the  trial.  If  produced 
at  a trial  of  the  indictment,  it  would  show  a state  of 
war  between  the  two  countries  of  the  “ imperfect 
sort"  stated  by  Rutherforth,  but  nevertheless  a "law- 
ful i car,"  which  furnishes,  under  the  law  of  nations, 
an  impunity  to  McLeod,  a soldier  engaged  in  it.  If 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  that  evidence  on  a trial 
of. the  indictment,  then,  on  habeas  corpus,  the  same 
incontrovertible  evidence  authorises  a discharge  by 
the  court. 

Another  ground  upon  which  the  application  for  a 
discharge  ought  to  have  prevailed  is,  that  our  own 
government  has  settled  the  character  of  this  hostile 
attack.  It  has  decided  it  to  be  an  "imperfect  sort  of 
i car,"  and  that  “individuals  concerned  in  it  ought  not 
to  be  holden  personally  responsible.”  That  decision 
being  as  we  have  shown,  binding  and  conclusive  upon 
courts,  the  prisoner  ought  to  have  been  discharged 
on  his  habeas  coipus. 

Wc  here  dismiss  this  subject,  hoping,  for  the  cha- 
racter of  our  country,  that  the  judgment  of  the  su- 
preme court  may  be  reviewed,  and  an  opinion  so  un- 
sound in  all  its  parts,  as  we  conceive  Judge  Cowen’s 
to  be,  rendered  nugatory  as  an  authority  for  the  fu- 
ture. 
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Aids  de  camp  of  Gen.  Washington.  “Col.  Trum- 
bull,’’ says  the  New  York  Commercial,  “is  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  military  family  ol  Washington.”  This  is 
corrected  by  the  editor  of  the  Taunton  Whig,  who  states 
that  the  honorable  H.  Baylies,  of  Dighton,  was  an  aid 
to  General  Washington  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 
Judge  Baylies  is  in  his  86th  year — resides  but  about  six 
miles  from,  and  is  frequently  at  Taunton.  He  enjoys 
the  blessings  of  a “green  old  age,”  health  and  activity — 
is  one  of  those  whigs  of  ’76,  whose  life  and  principles  are 
models  for  the  whigs  of  the  present  generation. 

Jonathan  Benjamin  a Veteran,  died  in  Union 
township,  Licking  county.  Ohio,  August  26,  1841,  in  the 
103d  year  of  his  age.  Father  Benjamin  was  born  in 
Goshen  county,  state  of  New  York,  October  14,  1738. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  served 
his  time  as  a soldier  true  to  his  country.  He  was  mar- 
ried March  10,  1759,  to  Margaret  Brown,  and  moved  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1774  or  1775,  In  M%,  1777,  the  In- 
dians broke  in  upon  his  family  and  family  connexions 
and  killed  and  took  prisoners  three  entire  families,  his 
only  son  escaping  to  the  fort.  Among  the  prisoners 
taken  by  the  Indians  was  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel 
Brown,  late  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  After  being 
driven  from  place  to  place  by  these  savage  tribes,  and 
enduring  extreme  suffering  some  six  months,  he  remov- 
ed to  Maryland  in  the  fall  of  1779,  thence  to  Pennsylva- 
nia in  1782,  thence  to  Marietta  in  1797,  thence  to  wes- 
tern Virginia  in  1789,  thence  to  Licking,  thence  to  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio,  in  1804,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death. 

Edward  Boling.  Of  whom  our  readers  have  doubt- 
less read,  has  been  tried  for  “bigamy’’  at  the  supreme 
court  of  Rockingham  county,  N.  C.  and  found  guilty. 
He  was  sentenced  to  be  branded  with  the  letter  B on  the 
left  cheek,  (which  was  carried  into  execution  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  court),  to  be  imprisoned  three  years,  and 
receive  thirty-nine  lashes  at  three  several  times  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  imprisonment.  His  abode  has 
been  assigned  to  him  in  Guilford  jail. 

Canal  Items.  Meetings  have  been  held  and  urgent 
representations  made  of  the  necessity  of  immediately 
enlarging  and  deepening  the  New  Vork  and  Erie  canal 
from  Buffalo  to  Lockport.  It  appears  that  the  waters  of 
Lake  Erie  have  subsided  since  1838,  at  which  time  there 
was  85  feet  water  on  the  sill  of  Black  Rock  Lock, 
to  six  feet  ten  inches  in  October  last,  and  if  it  should  go 
as  low  as  it  did  in  1820,  there  would  be  but  five  feet 
head  at  Buffalo,  whence  is  derived  the  whole  of  the  water 
that  supplies  the  canal  for  a distance  of  150  miles.  If 
the  trade  of  the  upper  lakes  be  arrested  at  Buffalo  for 
want  of  water,  what  a chasm  would  be  made  in  affairs! 

The  tolls  on  iron  have  been  reduced  on  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  canal,  to  twenty-five  cents  per  ton 
of  2,000  lbs. 

Deaths  during  the  last  week  in  Boston  27;  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  23,  of  which  14  were  under  2 years,  and  6 
free  colored. 

Death  of  Bishop  Mooke.  This  venerable  and  be- 
loved man  is  no  more.  He  died  in  Lynchburg  on  Tues- 
day last,  whether  he  had  gone  upon  pastoral  duties.  His 
remains  were  taken  to  Richmond  on  Saturday  evening, 
and  his  funeral  preached  on  Sunday  at  the  Monumental 
church. 

Few  men  have  lived  who  performed  all  the  duties  of 
a good  Christian  and  good  citizen  with  a sweeter  grace, 
and  never  was  pastor  more  beloved  by  those  entrusted 
to  his  care.  Their  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  was  the 
great  aim  of  his  existence.  The  character  of  the  village 
preacher,  in  all  its  leading  traits,  found  a realization  in 
him.  [Rich.  Whig. 

Election-  The  returns  so  far  as  received  from  Mis- 
sissippi, indicate  that  the  Van  Buren  candidates  for  go- 
vernor and  congressmen  have  beaten  their  opponents. 

The  new  exchange  build-ng  in  New  York.  The 
merchants  of  the  city  now  assemble  in  the  large  room 
designed  for  their  accommodation. 

Escape.  Commodore  Stewart,  Biddle,  and  Reed, 
came  within  an  ace  of  being  drowned.  They  had  just 
landed  at  the  Fulton  ferry,  when  the  steamer  Nassau  ran 
into  their  boat  and  smashed  her.  [N.  Y.  Herald. 

Mdlle.  Fanny  Elssler,  according  to  the  terms  of  her 
engagement  with  the  French  opera,  was  to  return,  and 
make  her  appearance  on  the  15th  Aug.  1S40,  but  her 
leave  of  absence  was  prolonged  till  the  1st  January  last. 
This  period  elapsed,  and  still  the  anxiously  looked  for 
dansatrice  remained  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
In  consequence,  the  directors  cited  her  before  the  Tribu- 
nal de  Commerce,  first  demanding  a vacation  of  the  con- 
tract. and  secondly,  damages  for  its  breach  to  the  amount 
of  60,000  francs.  The  cause  came  to  a final  hearing  on 
Wednesday.  The  counsel  for  Mdlle.  Elssler  pleaded  to 
the  jurisdiction  on  the  ground  that  the  matter  in  question 
was  not  an  affair  of  commerce.  This  plea  being  over- 
ruled by  the  tribunal,  judgment  was  suffered  to  go  by  de- 
fault, and  a decree  to  the  full  extent  of  the  claim  of  the 
plaintiffs  was  pronounced.  [Paris  paper. 

Exchanges  have  advanced  considerably  since  our  last 
quotations. 


Foreign  exchanges  are  a shade  higher  than  our  quota- 
| timisand  the  avidity  for  specie  for  shipment  is  undimi- 

nished. 

Domestic  exchanges  have  likewise  varied  unfavorably. 
New  York  on  Philadelphia  is  now  ai  5Jn  6;  on  Balti- 
more 3|a4;  Virginia  6;  North  Carolina  4j;  Charleston 
1 i;  Savannah  2“  Augusta  3;  Columbus  9|;  Macon  12; 
Florida  42j;  Mobile  9j;  Tuscaloosa  10;  New  Orleans  4; 
Nashville  11;  Louisville  8j;  St.  .Louis  10|;  Cincinnati 
12;  Indiana  12j. 

Flour.  Prices  have  advanced  and  holders  are  de- 
manding yet  higher.  Sales  were  effected  of  2,000  bar- 
rels in  Baltimore  on  the  18th,  at  $6  25a$6  50 — generally 
asked.  The  inspections  of  the  week  were  12,824  bbls. 
and  171  half  bbls. 

There  was  72,389  barrels  of  flour  delivered  from  the 
Erie  canal  during  the  second  week  in  November. 

The  prices  at  New  York  is  $6  75  for  Genessee  and 
$6  62j  for  Ohio. 

Francis’  Life  Boat.  The  French  government  have 
granted  Mr.  Francis  a patent  for  this  invention. 

“The  American  merchants  of  New  York  have  deter- 
mined to  present  one  of  those  boats  to  the  Prince  de 
Joinville  as  a specimen  of  American  ingenuity  and  a 
token  of  American  good  will.” 

Wm.  B.  Green,  implicated  in  the  affair  of  the  defalca- 
tion of  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Virginia,  has  been  tried 
at  Richmond,  and  a verdict  ot  not  guilty  has  been  render- 
ed on  the  first  indictment.  He  has  been  remanded  for 
trial  on  twenty  three  remaining  indictments  against  him 
Bail  was  offered  but  refused. 

Lime  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes.  The  Philadel- 
phia Sentinel  says — It  has  been  discovered,  recently, 
that  the  pebbles  on  the  shores  of  the  Four  Lakes,  in 
Wiskonsan,  furnish  a lime  equal  to  the  best  Louisville 
pebble  lime,  fer  any  kind  of  finish  or  cement,-  and  is  not 
surpassed,  in  point  of  whiteness,  gloss  and  beauty,  for 
the  finish  of  the  finest  work.  Mr.  Wilcox  intends  plas- 
tering the  capitol,  at  Madison,  with  this  beautiful  article. 
This  lime  is  a valuable  discovery,  and  is  exceedingly 
important,  as  the  pebbles  can  be  obtained  at  almost  any 
point  ot  the  shores  of  these  beautiful  lakes. 

The  town  of  Thomastown,  in  Maine,  annually  ex- 
ports 400,000  casks  of  lime,  producing  about  half  a mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Mexico.  A correspondent  of  the  N- Orleans  Bulletin 
writes  as  follows:  “It  is  with  regret  I have  to  inform  you 
of  the  recent  massacre  at  Agua  Neuva,  some  ten  leagues 
distant  from  Saltillo,  on  the  route  to  Mexico,  of  12  prison- 
ers, among  whom  was  Mr.  Dimitt.  As  I have  no  ‘dates 
positive,’  I will  give  you  the  reports  as  brought  by  several 
officers  of  the  garrison,  and  also  by  several  merchants  be- 
longing to  this  city.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Dimitt  procured 
a quantity  of  poison  at  Monterey,  which  he  mixed,  or 
caused  to  be  mixed,  with  some  liquor  that  was  distribut- 
ed among  the  guard,  the  consequence  of  which  was  the 
death  of  the  sergeant  of  the  guard,  the  corporal  and  two 
sentinels — that  shortly  after  the  deed  was  committed,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  prisoners  had  made  their  es- 
cape, leaving  Dimitt  still  in  his  tent — that  on  the  alarm 
being  given,  Capt.  Schiafino,  in  command  of  the  escort,' 
ordered  his  men  in  pursuit,  who  overtook  the  fleeing 
party  ol  eleven,  and  they  were  shot  on  the  very  spot 
where  they  were  captured — that  Dimitt  put  an  end  to 
his  life  by  poison — and  that  the  remainder  of  the  unfor- 
tunate captives  will  no  doubt  fall  victims  to  the  Mexi- 
cans, as  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  country  to  enable 
them  to  escape.  No  other  news.” 

Mount  Vernon.  The  Mount  Vernon  estate  consisted 
soon  after  the  French  war,  of  9,000  acres,  and  when 
Washington  returned  to  cultivate  it,  he  had  1,200  per- 
sons upon  it  in  his  employment.  Now  but  five  slaves 
live  on  the  place,  and  400  acres  are  only  cultivated,  chief- 
ly used  for  raising  wheat  and  Indian  corn. 

Pews,  have  been  sold  in  the  new  church  of  Ascensiom 
in  New  York,  within  a few  days  past,  to  the  amount  of 
$70,000,  a sum  beyond  the  entire  cost  of  the  church — and 
a number  remains  yet  to  be  disposed  of. 

Ship  building.  The  whole  amount  of  tonnage  built 
this  yearinthe  state  of  Maine,  is  said  to  be  abou"35,000; 
more  than  has  been  built  in  any  previous  year  in  that 
state,  or  in  any  other  state  during  the  present  year.— 
There  are  now  seven  vessels  on  the  stocks  in  N.  York 
without  counting  small  craft:  three  ships,  from  six  to  nine 
hundred  tons,  two  brigs  of  five  hundred,  and  two  steam- 
ers. The  two  brigs  are  for  the  Mexican  government. 
There  are  but  four  or  five  vessels  at  present  building  at 
Baltimore. 

The  steamer  Great  Western  is  to  leave  New  York 
on  her  last  trip  for  the  season,  on  the  22d  instant. 

Steamboat  item.  The  New  York  Sun  says— Prepa- 
rations are  making  for  building  one  of  the  most  splendid 
steamboats  in  the  world.  Her  speed  is  not  to  be  less 
than  thirty  miles  per  hour.  She  will  accommodate  1.000 
passengers  yviih  stale  rooms.  Length  of  keel  325  feet. 
This  boat  will  be  built  on  an  entirely  new  principle.  In- 
stead of  the  cumbersome  water  wheel,  she  will  use  a 
newly  invented  propeller.  She  is  to  ply  between  this 
city  and  Albany  the  ensuing  season.  The  building  of 
thts  magnificent  steam  palace  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  Pellows,  her  intended  commander. 

Steam  engines — British  manufactures.  An  Eng- 
lish paper  says— “ I here  were  in  this  country  about^a 
year  since,  not  fewer  than  sixteen  tluusand  steam  en- 


gines at  work,  some  of  them  one  thousand  hor-e  power. 
But  taking  them  at  a low  average  of  twenty-five  horse 
power  each,  this  would  be  equal  to  400,000  horses.  Five 
men  and  a half  are  equal  to  the  strength  of  one  horse: 
thus  the  country  possesses  a power,  through  the  medium 
of  this  vast  inumber  of  steam  engines,  nearlv  equal  to 
that  of  2,000,000  of  men  Each  horse,  for  his  food  a 
year,  consumes  the  product  of  two  acres  of  land;  and 
thus  800,000  acres  are  to  spare  for  human  subsistence 
more  than  there  would  be  if  steam  power  were  not  em- 
ployed in  the  produce  of  the  manufactures  for  which 
England  is  now  so  celebrated.” 

Population  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  Augs- 
burg Gazelle  of  the  4th  inst.  states  that  the  Oitonian 
empire  (according  to  the  last  census)  contains  23,000,000 
inhabitants,  of  whom  16,000,000  profess  the  Mahometan 
religion,  and  7,000,000  Christians  and  Jews.  The  Tur- 
kish population  at  Constantinople  had  tripled  since  the 
suppression  of  the  Janizaries,  and  the  government  as- 
serts that  the  population  is  increasing  throughout  the  em- 
pire. The  population  of  Asiaiic  Turkey  comprises 
10,000,000  Mussulmans  and  only  2,000,000  Christians. 

Pork  is  quoled  in  the  last  Cincinnati  papers  at  SI  50 
per  100  lb.  and  $1  25  to  1 37g  per  head,  averaging  about 
100  lb.  each. 

The  Springfield  (til.)  Journal  states  that  a thousand 
hogs  can  be  purchased  in  Tazewell  county,  III.  in  three 
days  at  SI  50  per  hundred.  The  same  price  rules  else- 
where, and  those  who  are  buying  here  do  not  give  more 
than  SI  50  per  hundred,  and  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
much  advance  will  be  made  upon  this  price. 

Letters  from  Kanawha  state,  that  there  are  about  20 
or  25,000  hogs  on  the  road  leading  from  Owinsville,  Ken- 
tucky, to  Cbarlesiown,  Kanawha;  and  about  8 or  10,000 
on  the  road  from  Point  Pleasant  to  that  place.  Some  5 
or  6,000  have  passed  through  that  village  to  the  eastern 
markets.  Price  in  Charlestown,  S3  per  hundred,  cash. 
The  number  of  hogs  brought  this  fall  to  Virginia,  will,  it 
is  supposed,  be  larger  than  in  any  year  for  the  last  four 
or  five. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  Francis  First,  sailed  from 
New  York  on  Tuesday  for  Havre,  with  S100.000  in 
specie,  and  the  Sheffield,  for  Liverpool,  with  $30,000. 

The  Chil licothe  Advertiser  stales  that  the  Bank  of 
Chillicothe,  last  week  shipped  between'60  and  100,000 
dollars  in  specie  to  New  York. 

Our  next  number  will  no  doubt  announce  its  depar- 
ture for  Europe  to  contribute  its  mite  towards  restoring 
“the  balance  of  trade” — but  bow  the  bank  is  to  contrive 
to  resume  specie  payment  by  continuing  this  process,  is 
not  easy  to  perceive. 

Stocks  have  declined  within  a few  days  from  5 to  3 
percent,  and  are  looked  at  with  increasing  apprehen- 
sion. 

Students.  Young  Semines,  who  was  indicted  for 
killing  Professor  Davis  at  the  Virginia  university,  has  for- 
feited his  recognisance  (25,000)  and  it  is  said  is  now  in 
Texas. 

The  students  at  Oberlin  college,  Ohio,  who  lynched  a 
fellow  student  for  writing  anonymous  letters  soliciting  a 
private  interview  with  a female  scholar,  have  been  fined 
by  a jury  in  the  sum  of  $1,500.  Judge  Hitchcock  has 
granted  them  anew  trial. 

Three  of  the  students  of  New  Haven  college,  who 
were  concerned  in  the  riot  with  the  firemen,  have  been 
fined  from  five  to  seven  dollars,  and  the  costs  of  prose- 
cution. They  have  appealed. 

The  Sugar  Crop,  we  learn  from  the  New  Orleans 
Bulletin,  has  been  considerably  injured  by  the  late  frosts. 
One  fourth  of  the  crop  in  the  parish  of  Ascension  is  sup- 
posed to  he  lost  by  it.  In  the  vicinity  of  Donaldsonville, 
and  on  the  Lafotlrche  and  Terrebonne,  tiieie  is  every 
prospec't  of  a good  crop. 

Tobacco.  I11  Virginia,  the  tobacco  inspections  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1840,  amounted  to  58,834 
hhdsqjstock,  13,829  hhds.;  those  ending  September  30, 
1841,  amounted  to  51  994  hhds.;  stock,  S.719  hhds. — 
About  half  of  this'quantity  this  year,  amounting  to  near- 
ly nine  millions  of  dollars,  went  to  loreign  ports;  the  oilier 
half  to  coastwise  ports. 

The  inspections  oflast  week  at  Baltimore  consisted  of 
375  hhds.  Maryland  and  42  Ohio.  Prices  remain  firm 
at  our  last  quotation. 

Trinidad.  We  are  indebted  to  friends  for  copies  of 
Port  of  Spain  (Trinidad)  Gazette.  They  contain  little 
news.  It  is  remarked  that  the  immigration  of  laborers 
continues  regularly.  In  the  month  ot  September,  there 
were  283,  making,  since  the  first  of  January,  1841,  no 
less  than  2,625.  These  are  colored  people,  many  of 
them  from  the  United  States.  With  reference  to  the  ex- 
ports of  1 his  Island,  it  is  stated  that  up  to  the  30ih  of 
September,  there  were  18,825  boxes,  1,283  tierces,  and 
2,673  barrels,  which  is  about  3.000  boxes  more  than  last 
year.  The  cocoa  is  about  23,500  fanegns. 

[Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz , 

Wiskonsan.  The  legislature  is  politically  divided — 
council,  whig  7,  Van  Buren  6,  house,  whig  10,  Van  Bure  11 
18.  Six  members  only  were  elected  this  year  to  fill 
vacancies. 

It  appears,  that  at  the  election  for  delegates  in  1839,  in 
the  Territory  of  Wiskonsan,  the  vote  was  4144.  This 
year,  it  was  6,400,  Increase  of  2,000  votes  in  two  years 

Wheat  has  advanced  in  price;  $1  40  has  been  paid  at 
Baltimore  for  good  red;  a like  advance  in  other  places. 
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The  British  mail  steamer  Caledonia  left  Liver- 
pool on  the  4th,  touched  at  Halifax  on  the  16th,  and 
reached  Boston  on  the  18th,  making  the  passage  in 
14  days  6 hours.  She  brought  42  passengers  to  Ha- 
lifax, and  43  from  thence — leaving  eight  there  and 
taking  in  nine.  She  brought  14,000  letters  of  which 
5,025  were  for  New  York.  Postage  amounts  to  about 
$17,000.  On  those  to  New  Orleans  $307. 

The  war  fever  appears  to  be  subsiding  for  the  pre- 
sent. The  steam  ship  Acadia  left  Boston  on  the  16th 
ult.  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  29th,  in  thirteen  days 
passage. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  McLeod  case.  The  Acadia  carried  out  the 
account  of  the  trial  of  McLeod,  which  is  published 
at  length  in  the  London  papers.  Fifteen  columns  of 
the  Sun,  of  the  30th  are  occupied  with  the  particu- 
lars of  it.  The  papers  generally  express  satisfaction 
at  the  result.  The  London  Chronicle  (Whig)  an- 
nouncing the  decision,  says:  “The  result  of  this  trial 
might  have  been  easily  anticipated  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  three  first  days.  The  manner  however, 
in  which  the  investigation  has  been  conducted  is  high- 
ly creditable  to  the  character  of  the  judicial  tribunals 
of  America.  Had  the  case  been  one  affecting  an 
American  subject  in  England  and  triable  at  one  of  our 
assizes  we  could  not  have  wished  the  mere  formal 
proceedings  to  have  passed  off  otherwise  than  they 
did  at  Utica.” 

A report  that  Louis  Phillippe  had  offered  his  medi- 
ation between  England  and  this  country,  was  cur- 
rent in  the  best  informed  circles. 

The  following  paragraph  appears  in  the  London 
Herald  of  October  30.  The  Herald,  by  the  way,  is 
said  to  be  the  organ  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  foreign 
secretary. 

“We  have  reason  to  believe  that  if  any  serious 
difference  should  arise  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  relative  to  the  trial 
of  McLeod,  the  northeastern  boundary,  or  any  other 
question  pending  between  both  countries,  our  govern- 
ment has  agreed  to  accept  the  mediation  of  France, 
which  mediation  has  been  offered  as  a guarantee  of 
peace  and  good  will  between  the  French  and  English 
cabinets. 
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“Relative  to  the  trial  of  McLeNi,  no  question  is 
likely  to  arise  between  England  and  America.  The 
question  of  interiihtional  law  involved  in  the  Caro- 
line affair  is  not  a question  of  arbitration.  We  might 
as  well  appeal  to  Louis  Phillippe  for  a decision  of 
the  queen’s  bench.  It  is  a mere  question  of  law 
(upon  the  facts  of  the  case  there  can^ie  now  no  doubt) 
on  which  all  the  legal  advisers  of  the  crown  have 
given  a decided  opinion. 

“As  to  making  the  boundary  question  one  of  arbi- 
tration, it  is  the  merest  delusion  to  suppose  that  this 
would  ‘settle’  it.  Why  it  has  been  arbitrated  upon 
already.  America  refuses  to  be  bound  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  king  of  Holland.  What  guarantee  has 
Lord  Aberdeen  that  Americans  will  be  bound  by  the 
decision  of  Louis  Phillippe,  or  is  Louis  Phillippe  an 
arbitrator  such  as  England  ought  to  accept  upon  such 
a question? 

We  cannot  yet  believe  that  this  is  to  be  the  first 
step  of  Lord  Aberdeen’s  foreign  policy.”  [ Whig. 

From  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

A considerable  portion  of  our  paper  to-day  is  oc- 
cupied with  the  trial  of  McLeod,  an  outline  of  which 
appeared  in  the  second  edition  of  Saturday’s  Chroni- 
cle last  week. 

The  question  of  McLeod’s  “triability”  is  a mat- 
ter upon  which,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  tory  press, 
Lord  Aberdeen  is  determined  to  make  a stand  in 
opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
New  York.  Is  this  one  of  the  questions  his  lordship 
intends  to  submit  to  the  arbitration  of  Louis  Phillippe? 
On  Friday  last  we  intimated  our  belief  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  intended  to  have  recourse  to  some 
such  method  of  at  once  complimenting  a doubtful 
ally  and  compromising  a question  of  national  inte- 
rest. 

The  Herald  says:  “It  has  seldom  fallen  to  our  lot 

to  communicate  tidings  of  deeper  national  interest 
than  those  we  had  the  pleasure  of  communicating, 
under  the  head  of  our  American  intelligence,  in  a 
very  early  second  edition  of  Saturday  last.  This  day 
we  give  in  another  page  some  valuable  additions  to 
that  intelligence. 

“The  anxiety  of  the  public  mind  as  lothe  late  Mr. 
McLeod  is  now  relieved.  The  news  of  his  acquittal, 
the  accounts  of  the  deportment  of  the  court,  the 
charge  of  the  judge,  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  delivery  of  the  verdict  of  the  jury — so  far  as 
they  go — impart  a character  of  the  highest  and  most 
satisfactory  interest  to  the  papers  and  despatches  re- 
ceived by  the  ‘Acadia.’  It  is  pleasing,  indeed,  to 
contemplate,  under  any  circumstances,  so  noble  a 
spectacle  as  the  majesty  of  law  and  justice  riding 
in  tranquil  triumph  over  the  wildest  tide  of  popular 
violence  and  through  the  most  furious  tempest  of 
popular  faction.  And  this  spectacle  has  been  afford- 
ed to  the  world  at  large  by  the  dignified  and  consci- 
entious manner  in  which  an  American  judge  and  an 
American  jury  have  discharged  their  high  and  re- 
sponsible duties.” 

The  Times  indulges  in  brutal  sarcasms  against 
the  court,  the  jury,  the  American  people  and  their 
government,  pretends  to  ridicule  the  importance 
given  to  the  trial,  sneers  at  the  charge  of  judge  Grid- 
ley,  affirms  that  the  acquittal  was  arranged  before- 
hand, for  fear  of  England’s  vengance,  and  concludes 
with  a long  tirade  of  braggadocio,  the  key-stone  of 
which  is  a windy  call  upon  England  to  take  summary 
vengeance  for  the  insult  she  has  endured,  and  ample 
security  that  it  shall  never  be  repeated.  A brutal 
and  most  malignant  article. 

The  cotton  market  continues  without  any  material 
alteration. 

The  Styx  steam  frigate,  having  on  board  sir  Charles 
Bagot,  had  been  obliged  to  return  to  Portsmouth, 
having  carried  away  her  connecting  rod,  and  sus- 
tained other  damage  in  her  machinery.  Sir  Charles 
was  to  re-embark  on  board  the  Illustrious,  ship-of- 
war. 

The  lords  of  the  treasury  have  authorised  the  ad- 
mission of  rough  rice  from  the  United  States,  at  one 
penny  the  quarter. 

The  accouchement  of  the  queen  was  daily  expect- 
ed— her  majesty  had  been  indisposed,  but  had  re- 
covered her  usual  health.  The  Liverpool  European 
of  the  4th  instant,  says — “We  have  yet  to  announce 
the  birth  of  a prince  of  Wales,  though  such  an  event 
is  expected  to  be  near  at  hand.  Her  majesty, 
meanwhile,  continues  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent 
health.” 


The  greatest  distress  stills  prevails  in  every  part 
of  Great  Britain.  Several  incendiary  fires  have 
taken  place  in  many  of  the  country  towns  and  the 
destruction  of  property  has  been  considerable. 

Several  large  meetings  have  been  held  in  Man- 
chester, Leeds,  and  other  places,  by  the  Chartists. 
Vincent,  the  Chartist,  at  a meeting  held  in  Manches- 
ter, moved,  “that  the  people’s  charter  is  sufficient 
for  the  removal  of  every  abuse,  and  that  the  agita- 
tion for  its  adoption  ought  to  be  persevered  in.” 

Upwards  of  £1,000  have  been  raised  in  London 
for  the  destitute  Paisley  operatives.  The  queen  gave 
.£100  and  sir  Robert  Peel  gave  £50. 

To  increase  the  distress  that  forms  so  large  a por- 
tion of  the  difficulties  attending  the  position  of  sir 
Robert  Peel’s  ministry,  it  is  now  said  that  the  potato 
crop  in  Ireland  is  likely  to  prove  a total  failure. 

The  incessant  rains  in  Ireland  during  the  month  of* 
October  have  been  productive  of  serious  injury  to  the 
crops  of  grain  and  potatoes.  The  Leeds  Mercury 
says  on  this  subject: 

Every  week  of  the  present  month  has  made  the 
winding  up  of  the  harvest  and  the  prospects  of  the 
country  more  unfavorable  and  gloomy.  The  corn 
crops,  in  some  of  the  northern  and  hilly  districts, 
have  been  quite  ruined;  and  owing  to  the  excessive 
quantity  of  rain,  the  potatoes  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  have  rotted  in  the  ground,  so  as 
very  materially  to  diminish  the  food  for  the  people. 
The  price  of  corn  is,  consequently,  on  the  advance, 
and  the  ports  would  soon  be  open  again  for  the  ad- 
mission of  corn  at  the  lowest  duty,  if  it  were  not  that 
the  bad  quality  of  much  of  the  new  wheat  keeps 
down  the  averages.  Trade  continues  to  be  in  a 
wretchedly  depressed  state,  both  in  Yorkshire  and 
Lancashire;  and  there  is  a prospect  of  a winter  of 
the  most  severe  suffering,  if  not  of  terror.  There 
have  recently  been  many  incendiary  fires  in  the  ag- 
ricultural districts;  by  what  parties  they  are  com- 
mitted is  yet  unknown;  but  it  is  certain  that  such 
fires  occur  in  times  of  distress,  however  criminal  and 
infatuated  are  the  incendiaries. 

Government  is  about  to  strengthen  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Gibraltar. 

The  Royal  West  India  Mail  company  has  memo- 
rialised government  to  run  monthly  instead  of  fort- 
nightly. 

The  overland  mail  from  India  with  very  important 
intelligence  from  China,  was  hourly  expected  to  ar- 
rive in  London. 

The  British  troops  in  China  have  suffered  so  much 
that  it  is  stated  that  the  force  is  to  be  augmented  by 
two  regiments. 

It  is  stated  that  the  greater  part  of  the  six  millions 
of  dollars  paid  by  the  Chinese  for  the  redemption  of 
Canton,  turns  out  to  be  bad  silver. 

Census  of  1841 — Population  of  the  British  em- 
pire,. From  the  results  of  the  census  which  has  just 
been  concluded,  it  appears  that  the  population  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  present  year  amounts 
to  upwards  of  twenty-seven  millions  of  souls.  The 
return  for  the  three  kingdoms,  the  Channel  Islands, 
and  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  as  follows: 

England  and  Wales,  ...  15,901,981 

Scotland,  .....  2,624,586 

Ireland, 8,205,382 

Guernsey,  Jersey  and  Man,  - - 124,079 


Total, 26,856,028 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  army  and  navy,  of  mer- 
chant seamen  afloat,  and  of  all  persons  travelling 
abroad,  or  not  under  a roof  on  the  night  of  the  5th 
of  June.  Including  these  classes,  the  population  may 
be  safely  taken  at  twenty-seven  millions,  which  is  an 
increase  of  about  two  millions  since  1831.  If  to  this 
be  added  the  population  of  the  colonies  dependent  on 
this  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  subjects  of  the 
British  crown  are  more  numerous  than  that  of  any 
other  civilized  monarchy  or  republic  on  the  face  of 
the  globe.  After  making  every  allowance  for  pos- 
sible exaggeration  or  uncertainty  in  the  accounts  of 
the  Indian  or  Australian  population,  we  may  safely 
say  that  her  majesty,  queen  Victoria  is  the  sovereign 
of  a hundred  millions  of  subjects — a larger  portion 
of  the  human  race  than  has  ever  obeyed  any  one 
European  sovereign  since  the  downfall  of  the  Ro- 
man empire.  [ Liverpool  Times. 

Fire  in  the  tower  of  London.  An  event 
which  will  be  long  remembered  in  the  annals  of 
English  history,  and  which  may  be  regarded  in 
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every  respect  as  a truly  national  calamity,  occurred 
on  Saturday  night  last,  in  the  entire  destruction,  to- 
gether with  its  contents,  of  that  in  lgnuicent  building 
forming  so  prominent  a feature  in  the  far-tamed' 
Tower  of  London,  denominated  “the  grand  store- 
house and  small  armory,”  containing,  in  adds! fen  to 
an  almost  innumerable  quantity  of  trophies  and  other 
evidences  of  British  glory,  no  less  a number  than 
300,000  stand  of  arms,  &c. 

The  grand  store-house  is  north  of  the  white  tower, 
a fine  building  of  brick  and  hewn  stone.  It  extends 
in  length  345  feet,  and  is  60  feet  broad;  it  was  com- 
menced by  James  II.  and  finished  by  William  III. — 
On  the  first  floor  of  this  edifice  is  that  magnificent 
room  called  the  small  armory.  At  the  west  end  of 
this  building  is  situated  the  church  founded  by  Ed- 
ward III.  and  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  in  chains,  in 
which  are  deposited  the  remains  of  many  noble  and 
some  royal  personages,  executed  either  in  the  tower 
or  on  the  hill,  and  buried  here  in  obscurity.  On  the 
east  of  this  building  is  situated  the  newly  erected 
jewel  tower,  in  which  the  regalia  and  all  the  crown 
jewels  are  kept. 

The  first  discovery  of  the  fire  was  made  about  half 
past  ten  o’clock,  by  the  sentry  on  duty  at  the  jewel 
office,  who  perceived  a bright  light  issuing  from  the 
windows  of  this  tower,  which  is  situated  at  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  the  building  and  immediately  at- 
tached to  the  grand  store-house  or  armory.  The  en- 
gines stationed  in  the  tower  (of  which  there  are  se- 
veral) were  immediately  on  the  spot,  and  were  quick- 
ly followed  by  those  of  the  neighboring  parishes,  and 
almost  immediately  after  by  those  of  the  brigade  es- 
tablishment. The  flames  had  by  this  time  gained  a 
fearful  ascendancy,  and  the  fire  had  made  its  way 
from  the  roundtable  tower  to  the  centre  of  the  grand 
armory,  and  burst  forth  from  several  windows  with 
extraordinary  fury,  rapidly  extending  both  east  and 
west.  The  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  ob- 
taining a supply  of  water,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
hose  had  been  conveyed  to  the  water’s  edge,  that  any 
thing  like  a sufficient  quantity  was  obtained,  and  even 
then  the  distance  was  so  great  to  the  burning  pile, 
that  the  labors  of  the  firemen  were  frequently  re- 
tarded for  long  intervals. 

In  the  grand  armory,  which  is  stated  to  have  been 
the  largest  room  in  Europe,  were  deposited  280,000 
stand  of  arms,  besides  a vast  quantity  of  military  car- 
riages, bombs  and  other  spoils  of  war,  captured  by 
our  troops  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  flames 
having  once  penetrated  this  hall,  no  hope  existed  that 
any  portion  of  it  would  be  saved,  and  the  exertions 
of  the  firemen  were  confined  to  the  preservation  of 
the  surrounding  buildings,  upon  which  they  played 
with  all  the  water  they  could  obtain.  At  this  crisis 
the  greatest  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the 
safety  of  the  crown  jewels  deposited  in  the  regalia 
office,  which  closely  adjoins  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  grand  armory,  and  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  un- 
der the  direction  of  their  captain,  were  deputed  to 
undertake  the  removal.  This  service  was  safely  per- 
formed, without  acciderjt,  and  the  whoie  of  the  va- 
luables, including  the  beautiful  model  of  the  white 
tower,  were  consigned  to  the  care  of  the  governor, 
and  placed  in  the  vaults  beneath  his  residence.  The 
heat  from  the  burning  pile  had  now  become  so  ex- 
cessive that  the  firemen  could  no  longer  act  in  the 
centre  square,  and  it  was  quite  impossible  to  attempt 
to  save  any  portion  of  the  arms,  &c.  contained  in  the 
grand  store-house. 

About  one  o’clock  the  appearance  of  the  burning 
mass  was  surpassingly  grand.  The  flames  having  at 
that  time  extended  to  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
armory,  shortly  after,  the  roof,  being  completely 
burned  through,  fell  in  with  a tremendous  crash,  the 
flames  rising  with  a lurid  glare  far  above  the  towers 
of  the  citadel.  At  this  time  it  w as  feared  that  the 
whole  of  the  southern  side,  would  fall  a prey  to  the 
flames,  but  by  the  judicious  exertions  of  the  brigade 
establishment  they  were  prevented  from  extending 
across  the  narrow  avenue  between  the  outer  wall 
and  the  round  tower,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that 
no  other  portion  of  the  building  would  be  sacrificed. 
This  expectation  happily  proved  correct.  The  fire 
was  not  stibdued,  however,  until  near  five  o’clock, 
and  the  mass  of  ruins  was  burning  fiercely  through- 
out the  whole  of  yesterday.  It  was  hoped  that  this 
calamity  had  been  unattended  with  loss  of  life,  but 
we  regret  to  record  the  death  of  a fireman  named 
Richard  Wivell,  of  the  brigade  establishment,  a fine 
young  man,  aged  24,  who  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a 
mass  of  stone  from  the  top  of  wall,  under  which  he 
was  holding  the  branch. 

Many  rumors  are  in  circulation  as  to  the  supposed 
origin  of  the  fire;  but  nothing  is  known  at  present  on 
which  confidence  can  be  placed.  Over  heated  flues 
are  stated  to  have  caused  the  disaster,  by  some;  while 
others  attribute  it  to  the  act  of  an  incendiary.  An 
inquiry  will  he,  no  doubt,  set  on  foot  by  the  govern- 
ment. 


It  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  stimate  with  | 
any  thing  approaching  to  exactness  ’.he  extent  of  loss  1 

the  country  wilt  suffer  by  this  disastrous  event,  to  , 
say  nothing  of  the  national  "trophies  which  it  is  im-  j 
practicable  to  restore;  but  there  £tn  be  no  doubt  that  j 
the  damage  sustained  by  the  building,  together  with  I 
the  arms  destroyed,  cannot  be  replaced  lbr  less  .than 
one  million  sterling. 

Removal  of  the  jewels.  Notwithstanding  the  great 
heat  which  pervaded  the  jewel  room,  Mr.  Superin- 
tendant  Pearse  of  the  PI  division,  having  broken  the 
iron  bars  in  frontAf  the  regalia,  succeeded  in  hand- 
ing the  new  imperial  crown  and  other  portions  of  the 
regalia  to  Mr.  Swifte,  the  keeper  of  the  regalia,  by 
whom  they  were  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  several 
warders.  Although  there  was  much  excitement  at 
the  time,  Mr.  Swifte  carefully  placed  the  crown 
in  its  case  in  the  same  mode  as  when  it  is  con- 
veyed to  the  hous£  of  lords  on  state  occasions.  This 
crown  was  conveyed  to  the  house  of  Major  Elrington, 
the  fort-major;  it  is  termed  the  new  imperial  crown, 
and  made  for  the  coronation  of  her  present  majesty. 
It  is  of  imperial  form,  with  nearly  pointed  arches 
supporting  a gorgeous  diamond  orb,  surmounted  with 
a cross  of  the  same  precious  materials,  adorned  with 
three  remarkably  large  pearls.  In  the  front  is  a 
large  Jerusalem  crown,  entirely  frosted  with  bril- 
liants; in  the  centre  a magnificent  sapphire  of  the 
deepest  azure,  nearly  two  inches  square;  it  stood 
within  a revolving  plate  glass  bell. 

The  celebrated  six  sceptres  and  gold  walking  stick 
were  carried  by  Mr.  Dorrington.  These  comprised 
the  king’s  sceptre  and  cross,  which  is  covered  with 
precious  stones,  beneath  which  is  a fine  amethyst, 
the  pommel  similarly  ornamented,  and  the  head 
formed  of  triple  leaves  of  jewelry;  the  well  known 
king’s  sceptre  and  dove,  the  cross,  centre  and  pommel 
richly  decorated  with  jewels;  the  queen’s  sceptre  and 
cross,  fancifully  ornamented  with  large  diamonds — 
it  was  made  for  the  coronation  of  Mary,  the  queen 
of  William  III;  an  ancient  sceptre,  discovered  in  the 
jewel  office,  in  1814,  and  was  supposed  to  have  be- 
longed to  William  III;  it  was  adorned  with  several 
valuable  jewels;  the  ivory  sceptre,  which  belonged 
to  the  queen  of  James  II,  mounted  in  gold,  surmount- 
ed by  a dove,  composed  of  white  onyx;  the  elegant 
simplicity  of  this  ornament  has  excited  general  ad- 
miration. The  staff  of  Edward  the  confessor,  form- 
ed of  pure  gold,  four  feet  eight  inches  in  length,  and 
weighing  nearly  nine  pounds.  The  golden  model  of 
the  white  tower,  which  is  also  called  the  “state  salt- 
cellar,” and  was  used  at  the  coronation  of  George 
IV.  It  was  fancifully  set  with  jewels,  and  adorned 
with  cannons  and  other  figures  at  the  base,  and  its 
weight,  we  are  informed,  is  nearly  half  a hundred 
weight. 

The  two  golden  tankards,  which  are  richly  chased 
and  very  massive,  and  from  which  his  late  majesty, 
William  IV,  drank  at  his  coronation.  The  queen’s 
diadem,  entirely  composed  of  pearls  and  diamonds, 
made  for  for  the  consort  of  William  III;  the  golden 
chalice  and  the  golden  sacramental  dishes,  on  one 
of  which  is  engraven  in  fine  alto  relievo,  “The  Last 
Supper,”  and  on  the  other  the  royal  arms  of  England, 
and  which  are  used  at  the  coronation.  The  golden 
salt  cellers,  and  the  rest  of  the  sacramental  plate, 
consisting  of  golden  plates,  spoons,  &c.  The  ampulla, 
or  golden  eagle,  from  which  our  sovereigns  are 
anointed  at  their  coronation,  and  which  was  brought 
from  Sens  Abbey,  in  France,  by  Thomas  a Becket — 
it  had  been  there  reverenced  as  the  gift  of  an  angel 
from  heaven;  the  sword  of  mercy  and  some  other 
articles.  The  prince  of  Wales’  crown,  which  is  of 
plain  gold  without  any  jewels.  It  is  usually  plac- 
ed on  a velvet  cushion  in  the  house  of  lords  be- 
fore the  seat  of  the  heir  apparent.  The  ancient 
imperial  crown,  the  arches,  flowers  and  fillets,  co- 
vered with  large  jewels  of  every  color,  inclosing  a 
purple  velvet  cap,  faced  with  treble  rows  of  ermine; 
as  also  the  golden  orb,  six  inches  in  diameter,  fring- 
ed with  matchless  pearls  and  precious  stones,  (be- 
neath the  cross  is  a remarkably  large  amethyst, 
which  is  placed  in  the  sovereign’s  left  hand  at  the 
coronation). 

The  golden  baptismal  font,  a magnificent  piece  of 
workmanship,  upward  of  four  feet  in  height,  used  for 
the  issue  of  the  royal  family;  and  also  one  of  the 
swords  of  justice;  the  other,  together  with  the  small 
golden  orb,  called  the  queen’s,  the  celebrated  golden 
wine  fountain,  which  at  coronations  and  other  state 
banquets  throws  four  beautiful  jets  of  wine  in  several 
divisions.  It  is  nearly  three  feet  in  height,  and  a 
foot  in  diameter;  this  was  the  last  article  that  re- 
mained. The  ancient  golden  spoon  which  is  of  equal 
antiquity  with,  and  receives  the  oil  from  the  am- 
pulla, when  required  for  the  purpose  of  anointing 
the  bosoms  of  our  monarchs;  the  golden  spurs,  which 
are  buckled  on  the  king’s  heels  at  a coronation;  and 
the  queen’s  enamelled  bracelets,  some  salt  cellars, 
several  golden  spoons,  some  loose  jewels,  and  many 


other  valuables  Mr.  Swifte  bad  previously  deposit- 
ed in  his  pocket  for  safety.  All  the  sceptres  were 


while  the  fire  was  raging,  and  had  a singularly  in- 
teresting appearance,  caused  by  the  reflection  of  the 
flames. 

During  the  operation  of  breaking  down  the  bars  of 
the  jewel  chamber,  and  in  getting  them  out,  the  sol- 
diery stationed  at  the  entrance  became  unable  to 
endure  the  heat  of  the  flames,  and  the  keeper  of  the 
jewels  was  clamorously  pressed  to  retire  and  leave 
the  last  remaining  article,  (the  wine  fountain),  to  its 
fate,  as  the  destruction  of  the  entire  of  this  building 
then  appeared  inevitable. 

Mr.  Swifte  states  that,  having  seen  the  last  article 
of  his  charge  out  of  the  jewel  chamber,  which  had 
become  itself  almost  like  a furnace,  he  with  difficul- 
ty effected  his  escape,  for  the  flames  from  the  armory 
completely  crossed  the  court  yard  from  the  eastern 
gable  to  his  dwelling,  the  doors  of  which  were  blister- 
ing quite  fast.  He  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the 
house  of  the  governor,  and  having  again  examined 
the  regalia,  (particularly  her  majesty’s  crown),  he 
found  that  not  the  minutest  particle  was  missing. 

Mr.  Swifte  states  that  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
regalia  is  atleast  upward  of  a million  sterling,  which, 
of  course,  is  far  under  the  amount,  looking  upon  them 
as  relics  of  antiquity. 

Fp.aud  on  the  Exchequer.  The  discovery,  dur- 
ing the  last  week  in  October,  of  a fraudulent  issue 
of  exchequer  bills  to  an  enormous  amount  caused 
great  excitement,  not  only  in  the  moneyed  world  in 
London,  but  elsewhere.  Mr.  Beaumont  Smith,  ne- 
phew of  sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  senior  clerk  in  the 
office  for  the  issue  of  exchequer  bills,  was  arrested 
and  examined  at  the  home  office,  in  the  presence  of 
several  of  the  ministers,  when  he  made  a full  con- 
fession that  he  had,  for  three  or  four  years  past, 
been  gambling  in  the  stocks,  and,  meeting  with  con- 
stant losses.  He  had  forged  exchequer  bills,  and  de- 
posited them  with  parties  at  the  stock  exchange  as 
security  on  loans.  Mr.  Smith  was  unable  to  state  to 
what  extent  he  had  carried  on  this  fraud;  but  the 
Times  says*.  “We  have  now  before  us  the  names  of 
sufferers  in  this  most  nefarious  transaction,  who  ap- 
pear as  holders  of  this  questionable  description  oi 
paper  to  an  amount  of  upwards  of  <£230, ODD.”  It  is 
stated  that  the  total  amount  may  reach  <£350,000. 

Capture  of  a Slaver.  Despatches  are  published 
in  the  Gazette  of  November  2,  from  Captain  Tucker, 
senior  officer  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  describ- 
ing the  capture  of  a Brazilian  slaver,  called  the 
Firme,  by  fifteen  men  and  officers  in  the  cutter  and 
gig  from  the  brigantine  Dolphin.  The  Firme  was 
a newly  built  Baltimore  clipper,  of  179  tons,  and 
had  only  made  land  direct  from  Bahia.  She  had  on 
board  the  regular  official  papers,  and  the  Brazilian 
flag,  and  no  doubt  exists  that  she  was  Brazilian  pro- 
perty. 

The  town  of  Dover  has  suffered  severely  from  the 
late  gales.  Nearly  the  entire  beach  had  been  carri- 
ed away,  and  nothing  remained  to  prevent  the  sea 
washing  against  that  vast  and  stupendous  cliff  which 
Shakspeare  has  immortalised;  and  even  here  also  the 
raging  surf  seemed  fully  bent  upon  destruction.  A 
large  quantity,  of  several  thousands  tons  weight,  fell 
into  the  sea  on  Sunday  last. 

Campbell,  the  poet,  and  lord  Dudley  Stewart  pre- 
sented a petition  at  the  court  of  common  council  ot 
the  Polish  refugees,  and  praying  that  the  use  of 
Guildhall  might  be  granted  for  a ball  for  their  be- 
nefit, which  prayer  was  accorded. 

Miss  Adelaide  Kemble  made  her  first  appearance 
on  the  London  stage,  on  the  2d  instant,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Norma,  with  complete  success.  1 he  1 imes 
says  that  her  singing  places  her  out  of^the  reach  ot 
comparison  “with  any  singers  on  the  English  stage, 
that  have  been  here  for  many  years.”  She  has  been 
educated  in  the  highest  school  of  art,  and  her  voice 
is  one  of  great  power  and  exceeding  sweetness.  Her 
middle  notes  are  superlatively  rich. 

IRELAND. 

O’Connell  elected  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin.  At 
the  municipal  election  in  Dublin,  on  the  25th  ultimo, 
the  liberals  secured  twelve  wards  out  of  fifteen. — 
Thus  of  60  alderman  and  councillors,  the  liberals 
returned  12  alderman  and  37  town  councillors,  while 
the  tories  only  returned  3 alderman  and  b town 
councillors.  O’Connell  was  proposed  as  alderman 
for  two  wards,  and  made  choice  oi  the  four  courts 
ward  as  the  one  for  which  he  will  sit.  At  the  elec- 
tion for  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  November  1st,  Da- 
niel O’Connell  was  triumphantly  chosen  to  fill  that 
high  office.  O’Connell  continues  to  announce,  the 
receipt  of  large  sums  from  America,  for  the  Irish  re- 
peal fund. 

On  being  invested  with  robes  of  office  he  declared 
his  intention  to  act  with  perfect  impartiality,  and  to 
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dissever  himself  completely  from  party  in  his  official 
capacity. 

At  a late  meeling  ofthc  Dublin  Repeal  Association, 
he  announced  his  intention  of  presenting  a petition  to 
the  house  of  commons,  in  his  robes  as  lord  mayor, 
in  favor  of  a repeal  of  the  union. 

FRANCE. 

The  Paris  papers  are  singularly  destitute  of  any 
news  of  importance.  The  funds  rose  in  Paris  when 
the  intelligence  from  America  by  the  Acadia  was 
received.  Quenisset  has  made  further  disclosures 
relative  to  secret  societies  in  Paris,  and  several  per- 
sons have  been  arrested  in  consequence.  The  peers 
were  to  meet  about  the  middle  of  this  month,  and 
the  trial  of  him  and  his  companions  would  come  on 
towards  its  close. 

A French  army  of  observation  has  been  formed  on 
the  Spanish  frontier,  amounting  to  30,000  men.  It 
is  stated  that  the  long  announced  disarmament  by 
France  is  now  in  actual  progress.  The  reduction  of 
the  army  was  going  forward  in  all  quarters.  The 
new  order  appears  to  be  a medium  between  the  peace 
and  war  footing. 

Delaroche,  the  editor  of  the  National,  had  been 
again  brought  before  the  tribunal  for  attacking  the 
king’s  inviolability;  but  the  jury  found  a verdict  of 
“not  guilty.” 

The  French  excitement  on  our  revenue  bills  had 
by  no  means  subsided,  and  the  journals  were  making 
themselves  busy  in  contriving  some  mode  of  making 
reprisals  on  the  United  States. 

By  a royal  ordinance,  dated  19th  instant,  the  peace 
establishment  of  medical  men  for  the  French  army 
is  fixed  as  follows:  physicians  of  different  ranks,  127; 
surgeons,  ditto,  1,137;  pharmaciens,  ditto,  113:  total, 
1,377. 

“In  the  evening  receptions  at  Saint  Cloud,”  says 
the  France,  “Louis  Philippe  assures  the  visiters  at 
the  palace  that  the  affair  of  McLeod  and  of  Canada 
will  be  settled  pacifically. 

The  French  paper  the  Temps  states  that  the  French 
and  British  fleets  in  the  Mediterranean  were  in  pro- 
gress of  reduction,  the  former  by  six  and  the  latter 
by  eight  ships  of  the  line. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  movement  in  cotton 
throughout  France,  from  the  commencement  of  this 
year  to  the  30th  September,  contrasted  with  former 
periods: 


Imports. 

1841. 

1840. 

1839. 

United  States 

328,292 

391,266 

206,097 

Brazil 

2,400 

3,412 

12,102 

Egypt 

33,367 

11,734 

15,624 

Other  descriptions 

26,324 

25,881 

40,417 

Bales 

390,383 

432,293 

274,240 

Stock  1st  January 

104,500 

74,500 

61,000 

Bales 

494,833 

506,793 

335,240 

Deliveries. — 9 months 

308,883 

351,293 

234,740 

(United  States 

148,200 

131,200 

74,000 

Stock  J Brazil 

800 

2,480 

3,600 

Egypt 

22,700 

8,800 

10,400 

( Other  sorts 

14,300 

13,,820 

12,500 

Total  30th  September 

186,000 

155,500 

100,500 

Revenue.  We  find  the  following  in  the  Courier 
Francois,  on  the  revenue  returns  published  by  the 
Moniteur:  “It  will  be  seen  that  the  augmentation  of 
revenue  of  1S41  arises  principally  from  the  duty  on 
sugar,  which  has  produced  6,265,000  frs.  more  than 
in  1840,  but  of  this  sum  two  millions  represents  the 
additional  duty  on  indigenous  sugar.  The  tobacco 
duty  is  in  progress,  and  it  is  evident  that  this  article, 
which  was  formerly  only  a luxury,  is  now  becoming 
a necessary  of  life.  The  tax  upon  public  carriages 
has  yielded  two  millions  more  than  in  1840.  This 
denotes  an  increase  of  circulation  which  bodes  well 
for  future  rail  roads.  The  produce  of  the  duties  on 
potable  liquors  also  shows  an  increase  of  two  mil- 
lions. We  do  not  know  whether  we  should  congra- 
tulate the  country  on  this  result;  for  if  it  be  frequent- 
ly a sign  of  prosperity,  it  may  also  be  an  indication  of 
a depraved  state  of  the  public  morals.  In  the  cus- 
toms we  perceive  only  a slight  increase  of  1,800,000 
frs.  and  this  will  always  be  the  case  until  we  shall 
have  modified  our  absurd  tariffs.  How  can  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  customs  keep  pace  with  the  po- 
pulation and  with  the  public  wealth  when  we  keep 
up  a system  which  excludes  foreign  produce  from 
our  ports?  We  are  doubly  punished  for  this  folly; 
first,  in  having  an  annual  tribute  levied  by  manufac- 
turers in  whose  favor  monopoly  is  maintained,  and, 
secondly,  excluding  the  sources  of  supply  to  the  pub- 
lic treasury.” 

The  Arabs  continued  to  make  nightly  attacks  on 
the  outposts  near  Algiers,  and  from  time  to  time  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  off  the  sentinels. 


PRUSSIA. 

Statistics.  Prussia  reckons  14,000,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  can  raise  an  army  of  532,000  men.  Aus- 
tria has  a population  of  32,000,000  souls;  its  army  is 

750.000  strong;  and  if  this  power  would  adopt  the 

Prussian  system,  it  could  easily  raise  1,216,000  men. 
The  Germanic  confederation,  without  reckoning 
Austria  and  Prussia,  has  a population  of  16,000,000, 
and  an  army  of  195,920  men.  If  it  followed  the  I 
Prussian  system,  it  could  easily  have  608,000  men.  | 
The  confederation  could  bring  but  an  army  of  I 

370.000  men.  France,  out  of  a population  of 
35,000,000,  has  an  army  840,000  men.  If  it  adopt-  i 
ed  the  Prussian  system,  it  might  increase  the  army  i 
to  1,330,000  men.  Thus  all  these  forces  joined  form  j 
in  Germany  1,652,000  men;  and  after  the  Prussian 
system  the  army  might  be  increased  to  2,356,000 
men.  Thus  France  would  have  812,000  men  less 
than  the  confederation.  If  they  adopted  the  Prus- 
sian system,  France  would  have  1,026  men  less.  Ger- 
many would  be  strong  enough  to  wrestle  with  Russia 
and  France  united;  it  would  oppose  1,350,000  men 
to  France,  and  1,000,000  to  Russia.  At  any  rate, 
Germany  would  have  the  advantage  over  France  in 
numbers. 

There  has  just  been  published  at  Berlin  a statisti- 
cal account  of  the  criminal  justice  for  the  last  23 
years  in  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  under  | 
the  German  system  of  legislation,  that  is,  with  the  | 
exception  only  of  the  Rhenish  provinces,  in  which  j 
the  French  code  is  still  in  force.  From  this  w'ork  it 
appears  that,  during  the  period  mentioned  there  have  I 
been  312  criminals  condemned  to  death:  viz:  234  ; 
men,  78  women,  making  on  an  average  about  13  ca-  ; 
pital  sentences  per  annum,  or  4 in  every  3,000,000 
inhabitants,  the  population  of  this  part  of  Prussia  j 
being  reckoned  at  10,000,000.  Of  the  312  capital j 
convicts,  145  only  were  executed,  of  whom  130  were 
men  and  15  were  women.  Among  the  78  women  I 
condemned  to  death,  33  were  for  infanticide,  all  of 
whom  obtained  full  pardons  or  commutations  of  their 
sentences. 

The  German  Journal  of  Frankfort  publishes  an 
ordinance  of  the  king  of  Prussia  giving  a sum  of 

15,000,  of  which  the  interest  is  to  go  to  defray  half 
the  stipend  of  a Protestant  bishop,  to  be  established  at 
Jerusalem,  in  concert  with  England.  The  interest  ! 
to  be  paid  to  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York, 
and  the  Bishop  of  London;  but  if  lands  can  be  bought 
in  Palestine  to  establish  the  donation,  then  the  capital 
will  be  paid  to  these  prelates.  The  decree  is  dated  1 
Nolbnietz,  Sept.  6,  1841. 

GERMANY. 

The  inauguration  of  the  rail  road  from  Vienna  to 
Olmutz  took  place  on  the  7th  inst.  The  distance  is 
nearly  30  French  leagues. 

The  grand  duke  of  Hesse  Darmstadt  has  issued  a j 
decree  ordering  the  use  of  the  guillotine  in  all  cases  ' 
of  decapitation  within  his  states. 

A letter  from  Amsterdam,  of  the  28th,  says:  “Yes-  j 
terday  the  definitive  refusal  of  the  king,  as  grand 
duke  of  Luxemburg,  to  ratify  the  treaty  between 
Luxemburg,  and  the  German  Custom  Union,  was  of- ! 
ficially  communicated  to  the  Prussian  minister  at  this 
court.  This  event  has  caused  a great  sensation  in  the 
diplomatic  corps.” 

A letter  from  the  Hague  states  that  the  king  of 
Holland  has  just  granted  a representative  constitu- 
tion to  the  grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg,  on  a liberal 
footing,, 

A plot  to  overturn  the  government  had  been  dis- 
covered at  Brussels,  which  created  some  alarm  for  a 
time,  but  turned  out  to  have  been  got  up  by  a few 
officers  of  damaged  reputation,  with  the  pretended 
object  of  once  more  uniting  Belgium  with  the  Dutch 
crown. 

RUSSIA. 

A Liege  journal  states  that  the  emperor  of  Russia 
has  sent  an  order  to  an  armorer  of  that  town  for 

15.000  percussion  muskets  with  rifie  barrels,  at  80f.  j 
each,  for  the  imperial  guard.  These  guns  are  to 
carry  a ball  1,000  paces,  and  to  be  discharged  are 
placed  on  rests  which  are  so  light  that  they  are  easi- 
ly carried  slung  to  the  belt.  A box  formed  in  the  | 
butt  end  of  the  pieces  carries  the  various  small  im- 
plements required.  Bavaria  and  other  German 
states,  it  is  said,  have  sent  orders  to  Liege  for  similar 
arms. 

“An  imperial  ukase  of  1834,”  says  the  Augsburg  i 
Gazette  “fixed  the  duration  of  the  stay  of  Russian 
nobles  in  foreign  countries  at  five  years,  and  that  of 
citizens  not  noble  at  three  years.  Previously  to  the 
publication  of  this  ukase,  several  Russian  ladies  had 
been  settled  abroad,  and  have  since  been  married 
in  foreign  countries.  The  ministerial  commission 
has  just  issued  a decree,  according  to  the  terms  of 
which  the  ukase  of  1834  is  made  applicable  to  these 
ladies,  and  the  period  of  stay  to  be  allowed  them  will  ' 
commence  from  the  date  of  the  decree,” 


| Letters  from  Trebisond,  of  Sept.  16,  say  that  an 
insurrection  had  broken  out  in  Georgia  against  the 
Russian  authorities.  The  insurgents,  it  is  said,  by 
way  of  sequel,  burnt  the  quarantine  establishment, 
Akhcslika  .(probably  Achalzick). 

TURKEY. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  Levant  is  to  the 
6th  ult.  Lord  Ponsonby  had  his  audience  of  leave 
of  the  Sultan,  on  the  28th  September,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  possible  distinction.  Mehe- 
met  Ali  continues  to  give  proofs  of  his  loyalty  and 
obedience.  Several  severe  shocks  of  earthquakes 
were  felt  in  Constantinople  on  the  6th  ult.  attended 
with  considerable  damage  and  loss  of  life. 

An  earthquake  occurred  at  Constantinople  and  its 
neighbourhood,  dh  the  night  of  the  5th,  which  terri- 
fied all  the  inhabitants.  A number  of  persons  had 
perished,  and  four  dead  bodies  had  already  been  taken 
from  under  ruined  buildings  in  the  city. 

Nothing  is  said  concerning  the  expedition  against 
Tunis,  and  Tahir  Pacha’s  fleet  was  still  lying  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dardannelles. 

Twenty-two  villages  have  been  destroyed  in  Egypt 
by  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile. 

GREECE. 

The  Constitulionnel  contains  the  subjoined  state- 
ment relative  to  the  late  mission  of  M.  Piscatory  in 
Greece:  “The  special  object  of  his  journey  was  to 

observe  the  present  situation  of  the  Greek  govern- 
ment, and  make  an  inquiry  as  to  the  resources  of  the 
country.  The  ministerial  envoy  is  said  to  have  ga- 
thered information  of  a most  favorable  nature.  The 
amount  of  the  revenue  receipts  has  considerably  in- 
creased, balancing  the  expenses,  and  even  slightly 
exceeding  them.  The  finances  are  all  brought  to  a 
regular  account,  established  partly  upon  the  French 
system,  for  which  the  country  is  indebted  to  the  abi- 
lity and  zeal  of  the  late  M.  de  Rigny.  The  mercan- 
tile marine  has  been  increased  to  an  astonishing 
extent.  The  Greek  journals  a short  time  ago  enu- 
merated the  naval  force,  which,  in  case  of  war,  their 
government  would  be  able  to  oppose  to  the  Turks, 
and  their  list  showed  an  effective  navy  of  more  than 
three  hundred  vessels  of  all  kinds.  It  appears  also 
that  the  municipal  institutions  already  work  well, 
and  are  becoming  so  deeply  planted  as  to  promise 
the  future  establishment  of  social  order.” 

Letters  from  Athens  of  the  end  of  September 
mention  that  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  Mavrocordato  has  been  increased  by 
the  receipt  of  M.  Guizot’s  circular,  declaring  Greece 
incapable  of  representative  government. 

SPAIN. 

The  difficulties  in  Spain  appeared  to  be  drawing 
more  and  more  toward  a conclusion. 

Christina  repeats  that  she  had  no  hand  in  the  in- 
surrection, though  both  Christina  and  Louis  Phi- 
lippe are  accused  of  countenancing  it.  O’Donnell 
had  arrived  at  Paris.  About  4,000  of  the  insurgents 
had  taken  refuge  in  Fiance. 

Montes  de  Oca,  another  of  the  leaders,  had  shared 
the  fate  of  General  Leon.  Isturitz  was  taken  and  in 
prison,  and  O’Donnell  had  fled.  It  is  confidently  af- 
firmed that  negociations  are  in  progress,  with  fair 
prospects  of  success,  for  a political  amalgamation 
between  the  moderados  and  the  Carlists,  to  be  ce- 
mented by  a marriage  between  the  son  of  Don  Carlos 
and  the  young  queen;  the  don  formally  abandoning 
all  pretensions  to  the  throne  in  favor  of  his  off- 
spring. 

A letter  from  Madrid  of  the  20th  instant  says: 
“The  regent  quitted  the  capital  yesterday,  accompa- 
nied by  the  ministers  of  war  and  the  interior,  whose 
portfolios  will  be  held  in  their  absence  by  the  minister 
of  marine.  The  national  guard  lined  the  streets 
through  which  the  regent  passed,  and  cheered  him. 
He  appeared  to  be  much  affected  by  their  demonstra- 
tions in  his  favor.  All  the  troops  of  the  garrison, 
with  the  exception  of  300  foot  soldiers,  and  a few 
horsemen,  have  left  with  the  Regent.  The  national 
guard  will  therefore  occupy  all  the  posts. 

On  quitting  the  capital  he  addressed  the  national 
guard  as  follows:  “National  guards!  my  heart  remains 
with  you;  I set  out  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
the  horde  of  traitors  who  wish  to  rob  you  of  your 
constitution.  They  will  fly  rapidly  before  our  bayo- 
nets, and  their  impure  feet  will  cease  to  press  upon 
the  Spanish  soil,  the  soil  of  liberty.  Adieu,  my 
friends!  long  live  my  comrades.” 

General  Lahera,  who  is  implicated  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  Basque  Provinces,  had  been  arrested  at 
Santander,  as  he  was  embarking  for  Bilboa,  disguised 
as  a sailor.  The  regent  was  expected  to  return  to 
Madrid  in  a fortnight. 

The  demolition  of  the  citadel  of  Barcelona  has 
been  commenced  in  presence  of  the  junto,  the  mu- 
nicipality, and  the  national  guard,  notwithstanding 
the  reiterated  protests  of  Gen.  Zabula  and  the  poli- 
tical chiefs. 
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The  Madrid  Gazette  of  the  22d  iust.  states  that  an 
order  has  been  issued  by  the  Regent,  dismissing  from 
office  every  employe  in  the  department  of  the  finances 
who  had  directly  or  indirectly  given  encouragement 
to  the  present  movement.  On  the  18th  inst.  General 
Rodil  published  at  Burgos  a decree  of  amnesty  to  all 
rebels  who,  within  a delay  of  twelve  days  from  the 
date  of  the  decree,  should  demand  it  in  any  place 
occupied  by  the  government  troops.  All  persons  re- 
fusing to  avail  themselves  of  the  amnesty  within  the 
prescribed  delay  are  to  be  arrested  and  shot.  The 
persons  excepted  from  the  benefit  of  the  amnesty  are 
the  rebels  of  Pampeluna,  Vittoria,  and  Bilboa,  and 
those  of  any  other  place  who  were  the  instigators  of 
the  revolt.  The  parties  so  excepted  are  to  be  arrested 
and  shot. 

The  Memorial  of  Pau  of  the  26th  instant  says:  “A 
proclamation  by  Don  Carlos  has  been  distributed  in 
all  the  depots  of  Carlist  refugees,  desiring  that  they 
would  not  take  any  part  in  the  new  war  raised  in 
Spain.  The  pretender  (for  we  cannot  but  believe  that 
it  is  he  who  speaks,  though  the  document  is  signed 
with  initials  only),  tells  them  that  this  cause  is  not 
theirs,  that  therefore  they  should  rest  indifferent 
spectators  of  the  struggle  between  Christina  and 
Espartero,  and  that  they  should  not  re-appear  upon 
the  stage  until  the  other  two  parties  have  destroyed 
each  other.” 

The  subjoined  letter  from  Bayonne,  in  the  France 
Meridionale  of  Toulouse,  is  not  without  interest.  The 
writer,  after  noticing  the  upshot  of  the  recent  move- 
ment in  Spain,  says:  “Thus  has  terminated  the  third 
act  of  the  tragedy  which  has-  been  performing  in 
Spain  since  the  death  of  Ferdinand  VII.  There  re- 
mains a fourth  act  still  more  terrible  than  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  Monastic  party,  than  that  of  the  Mo- 
derados,  and  even  than  that  of  the  moderate  pro- 
gressive party  who  were  conquerors  in  September; 
the  republicans,  encouraged  by  late  events,  have  be- 
gun to  count  their  numbers  at  Barcelona,  Valencia 
and  Seville,  and  are  about  to  raise  their  heads.  Bar- 
celona reckons  between  35,000  and  40,000  associat- 
ed workmen;  in  the  rest  of  Catalonia,  one  may,  with- 
out exaggeration,  calculate  that  there  are  80,000. 
Let  us  remember  the  late  disorders  at  Vich  and  Sa- 
badell,  where  the  manufacturers  were  forced  to  sub- 
mit to  the  laws  imposed  upon  them  by  the  associa- 
tion— then  the  decrees  just  issued  by  the  Ayunta- 
miento  of  Barcelona,  and  form  our  judgment.  At 
Seville,  about  3,000  republicans  assembled  daily  on 
the  Alameda  promenade,  under  the  eyes  of  the  au- 
thorities, to  hear  the  republican  paper,  the  Huracan , 
read,  and  listened  to  the  declamations  of  demagogues. 
A projected  move  by  the  republicans  of  this  town 
has  long  been  talked  of.  As  to  Valencia,  let  us  read 
the  last  Bandos  of  the  Ayuntamiento— let  us  observe 
the  movement  of  the  National  Guard  on  the  forma- 
tion of  the  council  of  War,  composed  of  Moderados 
and  men  of  the  treaty  of  Bergara,  and  then  form  our 
judgment.  We  make  no  mention  of  Jerez  de  la 
Fontesa,  Malaga  in  Andalusia,  Reynosa  in  Old  Cas- 
tile, and  other  points  where  republicanism  has  gained 
numerous  proselytes;  but  we  can  answer  for  it  that 
ere  long,  the  regent  will  hear  news  of  the  republican 
part}’.” 

The  Leipsic  Gazette  has  a letter  from  Paris  of  the 
15th,  in  which  is  the  following  passage:  “The  great- 
est misfortune  of  Spain  is  that  there  are  three  wo- 
men interested  in  the  question  of  the  rights  of  Isabella 
II.  to  the  throne  and  her  marriage,  viz:  the  wife  of 
Don  Carlos,  the  wife  of  the  infant  Don  Francisco  de 
Paula,  and  Queen  Christina.  Of  these  three,  the  only 
one  who  would  be  content  for  her  son  with  the 
title  of  husband  of  the  queen,  is  the  wife  of  Don 
Francisco.  Such  a marriage  would  put  an  end  to  fo- 
reign influence,  carlism,  republicanism  and  the  pre- 
tensions of  Queen  Christina.” 

ITALY. 

The  Gazette  di  Venezia  gives  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  serious  inundation  that  occurred  at  Ve- 
nice on  the  6th  ult.  The  Adriatic  rose  to  such  a 
height  that  the  whole  of  St.  Mark’s  place  was  several 
feet  under  water. 

A letter  from  Rome  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  pope’s  reception  of  the  Abyssinian  mission;  “On 
August  17th,  the  Holy  Father,  seated  on  his  throne, 
with  the  Cardinal  Mezzofante  on  his  right,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  Propaganda  on  his  left,  received  the 
Abyssinian  envoys.  Having  prostrated  themselves 
at  his  feet,  his  holiness  raised  them  up,  and  desired 
them  to  be  seated.  He  then  entered  into  converse 
with  them,  Cardinal  Mezzofante,  the  Apostolic  Pre- 
fect, De  Jacobi,  and  the  Priest  Galabarda,  serving  in 
turn  as  interpreters.  The  other  members  of  the  em- 
bassy, among  whom  were  several  Ethiopian  learned 
doctors,  priests  and  monks,  were  then  introduced, 
with  the  whole  of  their  suite,  and  a letter  from  the 
sovereign  of  Abyssinia  was  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
pope,  who,  with  his  own  hand,  broke  the  three  seals, 
and  Dr.  Desta,  formerly  secretary  of  the  emperor 


Sabagaris,  read  the  letter  aloud.  It  was  immediate- 
ly translated  into  Italian  by  Cardinal  Mezzofante  and 
M.  de  Jacobi.  The  envoys  then  expressed  their  re- 
gret that  in  their  poverty  they  were  unable  to  offer 
the  sovereign  Pontiff  tributes  in  gold,  but  intreated 
him  to  accept  in  token  of  their  homage,  the  purest 
incense  and  the  most  precious  perfumes  their  coun- 
try produced,  adding,  that  instead  of  presenting  him 
with  myrrh,  the  emblem  of  that  mourning  which 
they  prayed  that  God  would  long  keep  far  distant 
from  his  holiness,  they  begged  permission  to  tender 
to  his  acceptance  some  of  the  finest  and  rarest  birds 
of  Ethiopia.  The  reception  given  by  his  holiness  to 
the  deputation  was  most  affable,  and  he  promised  to 
grant  them  another  audience,  when  he  would  deliver 
his  answer  to  their  sovereign’s  letter.” 

JAVA. 

Java  a rival  of  India.  In  the  India  papers,  the 
exports  from  the  island  of  Java  are  described  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  that  island  is  the  most  formi- 
dable rival  to  the  Indian  possessions  of  England,  so 
great  is  the  increase  in  its  exports.  Last  year  the 
exportation  of  coffee  amounted  to  141,000,000  lbs. 
Sugar  has  increased  to  a great  extent,  viz:  at  the  rate 
of  about  800  or  900  per  cent,  within  the  last  few 
years,  and  in  1840  reached  about  56,189  tons,  being 
upwards  of  a fourth  of  the  whole  consumption  of 
England.  In  the  article  of  indigo,  Java  is  looked 
upon  as  a still  more  formidable  rival;  its  production 
has  been  nearly  double  in  a single  year,  though  be- 
fore 1831  it  was  scarcly  known,  and  in  that  year  the 
quantity  raised  was  no  more  than  42,884  lb.  Last 
year  the  exports  amounted  to  2,123,911  lbs. 

JAMAICA. - 

Kingston  dates  to  the  30th  ult.  have  been  received 
at  New  Orleans.  The  colonial  legislature  was  in 
session,  but  had  done  nothing  of  importance.  The 
papers  of  the  28th  state  that  a party  of  four  English- 
men, with  an  inhabitant  of  the  Mosquito  shore,  while 
amicably  making  arrangements  with  the  authorities 
for  exploring  the  Bluefield  river  and  examining  its 
fitness  for  a route  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
Spanish  America,  had  been  seized  and  carried  into 
the  interior  of  Central  America.  This  seizure  was 
caused  by  the  excitement  produced  by  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  commandant  at  Balize,  and  the  recep- 
tion of  the  news  that  Governor  McDonald,  the  Bri- 
tish envoy  at  Balize,  had  proclaimed  freedom  to  the 
slaves  at  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua. 

THE  REPUBLIC  OF  YUCATAN. 

Declaration  of  Independence.  The  Commer- 
cial Bulletin  of  Merida  and  Campeachy,  under  date 
of  October  23d,  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  which  took  place  on  the  20th  and 
21st  of  that  month,  with  regard  to  the  important 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  Yucatan  should  be  de- 
clared a free  and  independent  republic.  At  an  early 
hour  the  galleries  were  thronged  with  spectators, 
who  manifested  the  greatest  interest  and  anxiety  in 
the  discussion.  After  the  secretary  had  finished 
reading  the  “report  of  the  select  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  independence,”  a long  and  animated  debate 
arose,  in  which  most  of  the  representatives  took  part. 
Some  were  for  postponing  the  declaration  until  it 
could  be  ascertained  what  would  be  the  effect  of  San- 
ta Anna’s  movements  in  Mexico,  while  others,  on 
the  contrary,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  necessary  to  regard  those  movements,  but  that 
it  became  the  Peninsula  of  Yucatan  to  declare  her- 
self, immediately  and  without  delay,  a sovereign  and 
independent  republic.  The  speech  of  Senor  Vargas 
was  greeted  by  enthusiastic  applause  in  the  galleries, 
he  having  declared  “that  it  was  a vague,  remote,  and 
chimerical  hope,  to  imagine  that  the  present  revolu- 
tion in  Mexico  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a 
liberal  government,”  and  also  that  “although  the 
government  should  entertain  a profound  conviction 
that  it  was  necessary  to  postpone,  for  a while,  the 
declaration  of  independence,  still  conviction  ought  to 
be  sacrificed  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  public, 
without  forgetting,  for  a moment,  the  anxiety  every 
where  manifested  upon  the  subject,  since,  in  repre- 
sentative governments,  it  is  for  the  people  to  com- 
mand, and  for  the  government  to  obey.” 

Upon  taking  the  vote,  the  first  article  was  carried 
unanimously;  whereupon  the  spectators  retired,  ex- 
hibiting the  liveliest  signs  of  satisfaction,  and  the 
house  forthwith  adjourned. 

ARTICLES. 

1st.  The  people  of  Yucatan,  in  the  free  exercise 
of  their  soverignty,  hereby  erect  themselves  into  a 
free  republic,  independent  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

2d.  The  constitution  promulgated  on  the  31st  of 
last  March,  shall  have  full  force  and  remain  unalter- 
able, except  so  far  as  it  conflicts  with  this  declara- 
tion. 

3d.  Congress  has  the  power  to  make  any  alterations 
in  the  constitution  which  may  be  required  by  the 
new  order  of  things. 


4th.  All  those  officers  constitutionally  elected, 
shall  remain  in  the  army,  until  removed  as  directed 
by  the  code. 

5th.  The  republic  of  Yucatan  enjoys  full  power  to 
enter  into  direct  relations  and  form  treaties  with  the 
other  nations  of  the  earth. 

6th.  The  republic  of  Yucatan  feels  herself  in  ho- 
nor bound  to  pay  her  quota  of  the  foreign  debt  con- 
tracted by  the  Mexican  nation,  since  February  18th, 
1840. 

7th.  Yucatan  offers  an  asylum  and  special  protec- 
tion to  all  the  natives  of  the  North  American  conti- 
nent, who  may  be  harassed  on  account  of  their  poli- 
tical opinions.  [Rejected  by  a vote  of  10  to  2.] 

8th.  The  republic  of  Yucatan  will  admit  into  her 
territory  every  honorable  man,  of  whatever  nation  or 
creed. 

* TEXAS. 

The  message  of  President  Lamar  has  been  deliver- 
ed to  congress.  It  opens  with  congratulations  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  relations  with 
Mexico  are  deemed  unsatisfactory,  and  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  quarrel  impracticable.  He  ad- 
vises hostilities,  and'states  thathehas  made  arrange- 
ments to  send  the  Texian  navy  to  co-operate  with 
the  government  of  Yucatan — a friendly  power — in 
acting  against  Mexico.  He  thinks  many  advantages 
must  result  from  this  course.  The  navy  will  be  pre- 
served in  active  service,  free  of  expense,  and  will 
compel  the  Mexican  government  to  a more  peaceful 
policy  with  regard  to  Texas.  He  is  opposed  to  a 
military  invasion  of  Mexico;  but  advises  the  estab- 
lishment of  military  posts  west  of  the  Nueces  for  the 
protection  of  that  portion  of  the  country.  He  re- 
commends that  congress  take  into  consideration  the 
traffic  conducted  by  the  people  of  the  western  fron- 
tier, and  approves  highly  of  it.  He  submits  to  con- 
gress the  capture  of  Mr.  Demit  by  a party  of  central 
troops  of  Mexico. 

The  relations  of  Texas  with  France  are  friendly — 
the  attack  of  Mr.  Saligny  will  cause  no  disturbance 
of  tranquility.  With  Great  Britain  the  mutual  rati- 
fication of  treaties  has  been  postponed  till  June,  1842. 
With  the  United  States  the  relations  of  the  young  re- 
public are  most  amicable.  The  message  speaks  in 
glowing  terms  of  the  probable  results  of  the  Santa 
Fe  expedition,  in  pouring  into  the  coffers  of  Texas 
the  rich  resources  of  the  commerce  of  that  section, 
and  establishing  intimate  political  relations  with  a 
people  known  to  be  friendly  to  Texas  and  dissatisfied 
with  the  Mexican  government.  The  remainder  of 
the  message  is  devoted  to  topics  of  minor  interest. 

[Bee  of  17th. 

The  Houstonian  thinks  Santa  Anna  will  recognize 
the  independence  of  the  republic.  It  says:  If  the 

report  of  Santa  Anna’s  success  in  Mexico  should 
prove  to  be  correct,  we  venture  to  predict  that,  with 
Gen.  Houston  at  the  head  of  our  government,  one 
year  will  not  have  elapsed  before  the  independence 
of  Texas  shall  have  been  unconditionally  recognized 
by  Mexico. 

The  Colorado  Gazette  announces  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Colorado  is  about  to  be  opened  from  the 
head  of  the  raft,  13  miles  above  Matagorda,  to 
Columbus. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


DIPLOMATIC.  It  is  stated  on  the  authority  of 
English  papers  that  Mr.  Everett,  our  new  minister  to 
England,  was  expected  daily  in  London  from  the  con- 
tinent at  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the  last  steamship. 
The  archives  of  the  legation  were  left  by  Mr.  Ste- 
venson in  the  hands  of  Col.  Aspinwall,  consul  of  the 
United  States.  [Nat.  Intel. 

-NOLLE  PROSEQUI.  Our  readers  will  learn, 
from  the  report  of  proceedings  in  our  criminal  court, 
that,  at  the  request  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  a nolle  prosequi  was  yesterday  entered  by  the 
attorney  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  pro- 
secution against  the  individuals  indicted  for  a breach 
of  the  peace  at  or  near  the  president’s  house,  in  the 
month  of  August  last,  (on  the  night  following  the 
first  veto). 

We  subjoin  a copy  of  the  president’s  letter,  not 
merely  as  a mark  of  respect  for  an  honorable  official 
act,  but  from  the  pleasure  which  its  just  and  liberal 
sentiments  have  given  to  us,  and  will,  we  are  sure, 
impart  to  our  readers.  [Nat.  Intel. 

Washington,  Nov.  21,  1841. 

“Sir:  Having  understood  that  a prosecution  was 
pending  in  the  criminal  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia against  certain  persons  charged  with  having 
been  engaged  in  a riot  in  August  last,  to  the  distur- 
bance of  my  family,  I beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the 
propriety  of  entering,  with  the  consent  of  the  court,  a 
nolle  prosequi  in  the  cases.  It  was  one  of  those  out- 
breaks of  popular  feeling  incident,  in  some  degree, 
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to  our  form  of  government,  and  entirely  evanescent 
and  harmless  in  its  character.  My  confidence  in  the 
good  sense  and  becoming  feeling  of  the  people  of  the 
District  leads  me  to  believe  that  there  will  be  no 
danger  of  a similar  occurrence  in  future,  and  that 
therefore  those  who  have  been  betrayed  into  a 
thoughtless  proceeding  will  not  be  likely  to  repeat  it. 
Be  assured  of  my  constant  regard.  J.  TYLER. 

Mr.  Fend  all,  district  attorney,  Washington .” 

CONGRESS.  The  papers  from  distant  sections 
of  the  union  tell  us  that  the  members  are  wending 
their  way  to  the  seat  of  government,  where  as  we  are 
informed  by  the  Washington  papers,  some  of  them 
have  already  arrived. 

CONGRESSMEN.  Of  the  remored  resignations 
and  declinations  noticed  in  our  last,  it  appears  that 
that  of  John  Quincy  Adams  declining  after  the  pre- 
sent term,  is  untrue.  The  Quincy  (Mass.)  Patriot, 
contradicts  it  on  Mr.  A.’s  authority,  and  adds  that 
“Mr.  Adams  says  he  shall  be  ready  to  serve  his  con- 
stituents as  their  representative  in  congress,  so  long 
as  they  may  require  his  services,  or  his  health  may 
permit  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.” 

The  New  York  Tribune,  whence  originated  the 
article  asserting  that  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
would  certainly  resign  his  seat  in  the  senate,  and  re- 
pair to  the  West  Indies  for  recovery  of  his  health, 
has  postponed  that  determination.  It  is  now  stated 
that  Mr.  C.  is  expected  in  Washington  early  in  the 
approaching  session. 

Col.  Benton,  who  was  arrested  by  a severe  attack 
of  sickness  in  Kentucky,  on  his  way  to  Missouri,  has 
returned  to  Washington.  The  Globe  says  he  is  con- 
valescent, although  yet  too  unwell  to  leave  his  room. 

Death  of  the  Hon.  Dixon  H.  Lewis.  The 
Globe  of  the  23d  inst.  says:  “The  melancholy  tidings 
of  the  death  of  this  true-hearted  patriot,  and  able  and 
most  estimable  man,  come  through  so  many  chan- 
nels, that  although  at  first  we  hoped  the  report  was 
unfounded,  it  seems  to  be  confirmed  beyond  all  doubt. 
There  is  not  a man  in  the  house  of  representatives 
whose  loss  could  have  produced  in  that  body  more 
universal  and  sincere  sorrow.  No  man  was  ever 
more  beloved  by  his  friends  or  respected  by  his  poli- 
tical opponents.  His  honest  zeal  for  the  cause  in 
which  his  convictions  enlisted  him,  knew  no  bounds 
and  affected  no  disguise;  and  yet  his  magnanimous 
spirit  never  suffered  it  to  settle  into  personal  hostility 
to  opponents.  We  know  that  some  who  must  have 
deeply  offended  him  in  collisions  of  party,  received 
from  him  afterwards  the  most  striking  proofs  of  dis- 
interested kindness.” 

THE  COTTON  TRADE.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  Thursday  contains,  in  addition  to  several  of 
foreign  paragraphs  to  which  we  called  attention  the 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Register,  the  two  following 
upon  the  same  subject,  prefaced  by  saying: 

The  following  extracts  from  some  of  the  best  fo- 
reign papers  may  be  depended  on  as  furnishing  facts 
which  are  of  great  importance  to  this  country.  The 
extensive  preparations  making  by  England  for  sup- 
plying herself  with  her  own  cotton  and  excluding 
that  of  foreign  growth,  and  the  success  which  has 
attended  them,  have  not  till  lately  excited  public  at- 
tention. We  now  see  all  alive  to  the  protection  of 
their  own  interests:  the  growing  of  cotton  is  becom- 
ing a subject  of  investigation  in  other  countries.  It 
would  be  well  for  the  people  of  this  country  if  they 
too  would  open  their  eyes  to  this  subject,  and  look 
forward  to  the  prospect  that  is  now  presented  to 
them.  With  cotton  at  10  cents  a pound,  the  manu- 
facture barely  holding  its  own  and  not  increasing  in 
Europe,  with  Texas  rising  rapidly  into  importance 
with  its  rival  production,  and  the  South  American 
states,  the  West  India  islands,  Egypt,  and  other 
countries  increasing  theirs,  where  are  our  plant- 
ers to  look  for  higher  prices  and  a ready  market? 
Instead  of  being  jealous  of  our  own  manufactures, 
which  already  take  286,000  bales,  we  think  it  would 
show  more  prudence  to  cherish  them  as  our  best  re- 
source for  the  future. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
parliament  on  East  India  produce,  published  last 
year,  the  design  may  be  seen  more  in  detail  by  the 
message  of  the  governor  general.  The  feeling  that 
exists  in  England  against  slavery  pervades  every  class 
of  people.  The  doctrines  of  abolition  are  not  con- 
fined there  to  a section,  or  to  comparatively  a few 
enthusiastic  or  designing  persons,  as  in  this  country: 
practical  men  and  politicians,  churchmen  and  dissen- 
ters, the  nobility  and  gentry,  all  cherish  the  same 
feelings;  and  if  their  zeal  should  appear  great,  we 
may  account  for  it  in  part  perhaps  by  the  jealousy 
which  exists  among  certain  classes  against  republican 
institutions  and  rivals  in  trade. 


From  the  Journal  Des  Debats. 

It  is  with  the  200,000  tons  of  cotton  which  England 
purchases  annually  in  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  that 
she  produces  the  480,000,000  francs  of  cotton  goods 
which  she  spreads  over  all  parts  of  the  world.  It  is 
by  cheapness  of  production  that  England  is  able  to 
carry  on  so  extensive  a trade;  for  her  to  run  the  risk 
by  making  reprisals  of  being  obliged  to  pay  for  this 
cotton  at  a dearer  rate  would  be  attacking  her  own 
interest.  This  she  will  not  do.  But  what  she  will 
do  will  be  to  increase  in  the  East  Indies  as  in  the 
Antilles  the  growth  of  cotton,  and  thus  free  herself 
from  the  monopoly  of  the  growers  of  the  United  States. 
This  will  be  a skilful  system  of  reprisals,  and  one 
which  we,  who  wish  to  give  importance  to  our  colo- 
nies, would  do  well  to  imitate;  leaving  open,  how- 
ever, the  question  as  to  whether  the  interests  of  the 
mercantile  shipping  may  not  require  more  immediate 
and  direct  measures.  As  these  interests  have  been 
vigorously  defended  by  the  representative  of  France 
at  Washington,  we  may  have  full  confidence  in  the 
measures  which  the  minister  of  commerce  may  pro- 
pose on  this  subject. 

From  the  London  Jltlas,  Oct.  2. 

Cotton  in  India.  From  the  period  of  Captain 
Bayles’  mission  to  America,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing himself  acquainted  with  the  system  adopted  in 
that  country  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  to  the  trans- 
portation of  that  successful  method  to  our  Indian 
possessions,  we  have  watched  with  deep  interest,  and 
from  time  to  time  recorded,  the  progress  of  the  spe- 
culation. On  Captain  Bayles’  arrival  from  his  inte- 
resting and  ably  accomplished  tour  of  investigation, 
we  devoted,  as  our  readers  may  perhaps  remember, 
considerable  space  in  this  department  of  the  Atlas  to 
the  explanation  of  the  system  in  question,  and  of  the 
advantages  contemplated  by  its  adoption.  That  sys- 
tem is,  we  are  glad  to  learn  by  the  papers  of  the  last 
overland  mail,  meeting  with  the  entire  approbation 
of  the  Indian  government,  and  there  is  every  pros- 
pect of  the  anticipated  benefits  arising  thereby  being 
eventually  realised.  The  Madras  United  Service 
Gazette  of  the  25th  June  states  that  government  has 
ordered  the  transfer  of  the  American  cotton  plant- 
ers, sent  to  organize  their  plans  at  that  presidency, 
from  Tinnevelly  to  Coimbatore,  which  country  is 
better  suited  to  the  project.  The  local  authorities, 
it  appears,  with  full  confidence  of  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess, were  exerting  themselves  zealously  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  scheme.  Captain  Huges  and  Mr. 
Fitch,  who  are  stated  to  be  most  efficient  coadjutors 
in  the  cause,  were  busily  engaged  in  carrying  out  the 
plans  of  the  government  at  Madras  presidency,  whilst 
those  on  the  Bengal  side  (with  Capt.  Bayles  as  super- 
intendent) are  equally  energetic  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  plans. 

From  the  Bombay  branch  we  have  not  recent  tid- 
ings on  the  subject.  The  American  cotton  seed  and 
implements  of  husbandry  sent  from  England  had 
reached  Erode,  and  great  preparations  were  making 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  bringing  this  exten- 
sive enterprise  into  immediate  operation. 

At  the  agricultural  meeting  of  Calcutta,  in  May 
last,  some  'of  the  soil  of  the  island  of  Cheduba  was 
stated  to  have  undergone  analyzation,  and  was  found 
to  correspond  exactly  with  that  on  which  the  Sea  Is- 
land cotton  of  Georgia  is  produced.  A report  on 
the  subject  of  this  important  discovery  had  been 
made  to  the  Indian  government,  and  a cask  of  Sea 
Island  cotton  seed  had  been  accordingly  shipped  to 
Cheduba. 

It  has  long  been  a dogma,  among  the  cotton  culti- 
vators, that  the  description  of  soil  so  favorable  to 
the  cultivation  of  cotton  was  peculiar  to  America, 
thus  yielding  to  that  country  a vast  monopoly  in  the 
production  of  a superior  cotton;  but  we  have  at  last 
discovered  a Sea  Island  of  our  own,  and  will  doubt- 
less turn  it  to  a profitable  account.  We  may  here 
mention  that  the  Bengal  section  of  the  American 
planters,  in  passing  through  Allabad,  were  shown 
specimens  of  Indian  cotton,  which  they  had  declared 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  as  they  commonly  met 
with  in  America. 

SKETCH  OF  THE  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION OF  THE  U.  STATES  FOR  1840. 
[continued  from  page  86.] 

A summary  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise  impoi-ted  into  the  U. 
States,  in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  commenc- 
ing on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1839,  and  ending  on 
the  30th  day  of  September,  1840. 
species  of  merchandise.  Quantity.  Value. 

Merchandise  free  of  duty. 

Articles  imported  for  the  use  of 

the  United  States  $17,999 

Articles  specially  imported  for 
philosophical  socie- 
ties, &c. 

Philosophical  apparatus  5,846 


Books,  maps  and  charts 
Statuary,  busts,  casts,  & c. 

Painting,  drawings,  etch- 
ings and  engravings 
Specimens  of  botany 
Anatomical  preparations 
Antimony  regulus  of 
Spelter,  or  zinc 
Burr  stones  unwrought 
Brimstone  and  sulphur 
Bark  of  the  cork  tree 
Clay,  unwrought 
Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth 
Undressed  furs 
Hides  and  skins,  undressed 
Plaster  of  Paris 
Barilla 
Wood,  dye 

Unmanufactured  maho- 
gany, and  other 
Animals  for  breed 
All  other 
Pewter,  old 
Tin,  in  pigs  and  bars 
In  plates  and  sheets 
Brass,  in  pigs  and  bars 
Old 

Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars 

In  sheets,  suited  to  the 
sheathing  of  ships 
Old,  fit  only  to  be  re-ma- 
• nufactured 
Bullion,  gold 
Silver 

Specie,  gold 
Silver 

Tea,  from  India, China,  &c.  lbs.  19,981,476 
Coffee  “ 94,996,095 

Cocoa  “ 2,626,369 

Fruits,  almonds  “ 2,930,089 

Currants  “ 589,765 

Prunes  “ 1,652,819 

Figs  “ 2,023,073 

Raisins,  Muscatel, 

&c.  “ 13,620,963 

All  other  “ 4,923,084 

Spices,  mace  “ 9,575 

Nutmegs  “ 142,890 

Cinnamon  “ 22,167 

Cloves  “ 268,951 

Pepper  “ 5,049,129 

Pimento  “ 2,262,942 

Cassia  “ 647,102 

Ginger  “ 59,909 

Camphor  “ 164,841 

Silks,  lace  veils,  shawls,  shades, 

&c. 

Other  manufactures  of 
Silk  & worsted,  manufactures  of 
Camlets  of  goat’s  hair 
Worsted  stuff  goods 
Linens,  bleached  & unbleached 
Ticklenburgs,osnaburgs  & bur- 
laps 

Sheeting,  brown  and  white 
Bolting  cloth 

Wool,  not  exceeding  eight  cents 

per  pound  9,303,992 

Quicksilver 


42,760 

3,217 

8,520 

5,121 

1,054 

11,379 

85,225 

44,668 

65,751 

9.022 

7,073 

564,689 

422,810 

2,756.214 

135,956 

111;607 

476,310 

307,645 

26,772 

145,511 

168 

200,215 

879,078 

73 

1,602 

1,100,664 

411,567 

70,405 

273,127 

469,434 

2,812,030 

5.328.222 
5,417,589 

8.546.222 
161,389 
199,863 

56,651 

74,593 

102,333 

787,228 

184,221 

7,576 

122,603 

15,314 

47,568 

189,928 

121,543 

49,023 

5,384 

62,556 

309,858 

7,979,100 

1,729,792 

7,240 

2,387,338 

4,179,120 

329,054 

261,173 

74,534 

675,009 
54,415 


Opium 

40,874 

Crude  saltpetre 

366,263 

All  other  articles 

5,849,116 

Total 

Merchandise  paing  duties  ad  va- 
lorem. 

Manufactures  of  wool — 

57,196,204 

Cloths  and  cassimeres 

$4,696,529 

Merino  shawls 

Blankets,  not  above  seventy-five 

126,609 

cents  each 

Above  seventy-five  cts. 

239,757 

each 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bind- 

330,660 

ings 

506,452 

Other  manufactures  of  wool 

221,885 

Woollen  yarn  pounds 

1,547  807 

Worsted  yarn 
Manufactures  of  cotton — 

103,931 

Dyed,  printed  or  colored 

3,893,694 

White 

917,101 

Twist  yarn  and  thread 
Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bind- 

387,095 

ings 

792,078 

Nankeens,  direct  from  China 

1,102 

Other  manufactures  of  cotton 
Manufactures  of  silks  from  In- 
dia, China,  &c. 

Piece  goods 

513,414 

963,441 
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Sewing  silk  23,089 

Other  manufactures  of  silk  225 

Silk,  sewing,  from  other  places  251,275 

Lace,  thread  and  cottqn  468,425 

Flaxen  goods — linens,  dyed  and 

colored,  checks,  &c.  113,662 

Other  manufactures  of  flax  321,684 

Hempen  goods — sail  duck  615,723 

Other  manufactures  of  hemp  71,991 

Hats  and  bonnets — 

Leghorn,  chip,  straw  or  grass 

flats,  &c.  438,000 

Fur,  wool  and  leather  7,429 

Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel — 

Side  arms  16,196 

Fire  arms,  not  specified  118,589 

Drawing  knives  6,270 

Cutting  knives  7,304 

Hatchets,  axes  and  adzes  5,915 

Socket  chisels  9,938 

Steelyards  and  scalebeams  7,048 

Vices  8,420 

Sickles  and  reaping  hooks  5,643 

Scythes  36,895 

Spades  and  shovels  13,673 

Squares  of  iron  or  steel  3,041 

Wood  screws  131,986 

Other  articles  2,204,311 

Manufactures  of — 

Copper  60,438 

Brass  247,679 

Tin  28,774 

Pewter  24,631 

Lead  901 

Wood — cabinet  ware  86,275 

Other  manufactures  of  148,477 

Leather  473,091 

Marble  19,287 

Gold  and  silver,  precious  stones, 
set  or  otherwise  201,590 

Watches,  and  parts  of  420,959 

Manufactures  of  glass  ware — 

Cut  and  not  specified,  pounds  289,733  63,625 

Plain  and  other  “ 1,156,112  127,327 

Other  manufactures  of  glass  not 
specified  169,895 

Wares — China  and  porcelain  187,816 

Earthen  and  stone  1,822,415 

Plated,  not  specified  103,899 

Gilt  23,496 

Japanned  38,677 

Saddlery — common  tinned  and 

japanned  83,910 

Plated  brass  and  po- 
lished steel  117,090 

Coach  and  harness  furniture  4,764 

Carriages,  and  parts  of  3,893 

Slates  of  all  kinds  70,744 

Quills  prepared  21,417 

Black-lead  pencils  3,799 

Paper  hangings  76,521 

Hair-cloth  and  hair  seating  59,555 

Brushes  of  all  kinds  38,762 

Copper  bottoms,  cut  round  and 

turned  on  the  edge  8,809 

Silvered  or  plated  wire  3,087 

Raw  silk  234,235 

Indigo  pounds  1,126,334  1,121,701 

Wool  manufactured,  exceeding 

eight  cents  per  pound  pounds  594,748  171,067 

....  . - 76,724 


do. 

do. 

10  do. 

1,181 

do. 

do. 

12  do. 

2,848 

do. 

do. 

12£do. 

231,460 

do. 

do. 

15  do. 

974.321 

do. 

do. 

20  do. 

361 

do. 

do. 

25  do. 

573,516 

do. 

do. 

30  do. 

34,213 

do. 

do. 

35  do. 

2,154 

do. 

do. 

40  do. 

663 

do. 

do. 

50  do. 

251,644 

Total 

26,998,981 

Merchandise  paying  specific  duties. 

Flannels  sq.  yds.  153,281 

Bookings  and  baizes  “ 144,082 

Carpeting — Brussels, Wil- 
ton and  treble  ingrained  “ 167,650 

Other  ingrained  and  Ve- 
netian “ 127,583 

Floor-cloth,  patent,  print- 
ed or  painted  “ 18,094 

Oil  cloth  furniture  “ 55,705 

Cotton  bagging  “ 2,986,075 

Wines — Maderia  galls.  186,176 

Sherry  “ 136,848 

Red,  of  France  “ 2,065,953 

Other  of  France  “ 447,424 


67,690 

51,025 

246,068 

92,433 

19,894 

13,754 

310,211 

351,438 

139,002 

439,799 

114,094 


French,  in  bottles  galls.  380,047 
Sicily  “ 320,461 

Red,  of  Spain  and 

Austria  “ 217,719 

Other  of  Spain,  Austria 

and  Mediterranean  “ 831,241 

Of  other  countries,  in 
casks  “ 407,780 

Of  other  countries,  in  bot- 
tles “ 18,470 

Spirits  from  grain  “ 970,440 

other  mate- 
rials “ 1,897,054 

Molasses  “ 19,703,620 

Vinegar  “ 76,721 

Beer,  ale  and  porter,  in 
casks  “ 19,875 

in  bottles  “ 130,901 

Oil— foreign  fishing— sper- 
maceti “ 14,812 

Whale  and  other  fish  “ -37,236 

Olive  “ 128,216 

Castor  “ 2,496 

Linseed  “ 393,477 

Rapeseed  “ 147 

Teas  from  other  places 

than  China  pounds  25,119 

Chocolate  “ 3,682 

Sugar — brown  “ 107,955,033 

White,  clayed  or  powder 
ed  “ 12,984,552 

Loaf  “ 505 

Candy  “ 530 

Other,  refined  “ 647 

Syrup  of  sugar  cane  “ 10 

Cayenne  pepper  “ 2 

Candles — wax  and  sper- 
maceti “ 622 

Tallow  “ 72,892 

Cheese  “ 201,026 

Soap  “ 214,338 

Tallow  “ 593,699 

Lard  “ 98 

Beef  and  pork  “ 467,916 

Bacon  “ 122,481 

Butter  “ 25,260 

Saltpetre  “ 549,552 

Vitriol— oil  of  “ 1,008 

Salts — Epsom  “ 1,511 

Glauber  “ 1,166 

Tobacco,  manufactured — 

Snuff-  “ 

Cigars  thousands 

Other  than  snuff  and  cigars  lbs. 

Cotton  “ 

Gunpowder  “ 

Bristles  “ 

Glue  “ 

Ochre — dry  “ 

in  oil  “ 

Lead,  red  and  white  “ 

Whiting  and  Paris  white  “ 

Litharge  “ 

Sugar  of  lead  “ 

Lead — pig,  bar  and  sheet  “ 

Shot 

Pipes  “ 

Old  and  scrap  “ 

Cordage — cables  and  tarred  “ 

Untarred  and  yarn  “ 

Twine,  packthread,  &c.  “ 

Corks  “ 

Copper — rods  and  bolts  “ 

nails  and  spikes  “ 

Fire  arms — muskets  number 

rifles  “ 

Wire — cap  or  bonnet  lbs. 

Iron  and  steel  wire — not 
above  No.  14  “ 

Above  No.  14  “ 

Iron — tacks,  brads  and  sprigs, 
not  exceeding  16  oz. 
perl, 000  M. 

Exceeding  16  oz,  per  1,000  lbs. 

Nails  “ 

Spikes  “ 

Cables  and  chains,  or  parts 

thereof  “ 2,114,760 

Mill  saws  number  575 


445 
73,899 
645 
2,774,722 
19,385 
235,799 
9,467 
2,632,009 
35,169 
643,418 
296,264 
6,831 
132,670 
513,343 
1,460 
741 
47,058 
1,480,933 
379,014 
806,493 
241,689 
5,183 
1,426 
8,824 
56 
3,543 

184,259 

36,215 


2,852 

1,382 

715,191 

104,134 


Anchors 

Anvils 

Blacksmith’s  hammers 
and  sledges 
Castings — vessels  of 
All  other 

Round,  as  braziers’  rods, 
of  3-16  to  8-16  inch  dia- 
meter 

Nail  or  spike  rods 
Sheet  and  hoop 


lbs. 


154,227 

324,698 

35,279 

444,388 

3,180,100 


433,620 

1,108 

5,529,585 


499,923 

116,129 

37,422 

245,438 

229,262 

36,669 

420,069 

1,172,495 

2,910,791 

14,614 

12,044 

123,441 

13,837 

14,196 

85,912 

2,986 

173,830 

87 

9,421 

1,294 

4,742,492 

838,458 

62 

50 

63 

3 

1 

326 

8,764 

23,229 

13,859 

50,545 

7 

12,432 

14,087 

3,763 

24,172 

747 

44 

98 

211 

869,434 

188 

136,177 

4,521 

94,325 

1,139 

34,440 

3,399 

41,043 

1,017 

378 

11,385 

18,111 

164 

44 

1,136 

89,504 

13,434 

141,973 

56,186 

1,071 

361 

34,200 

976 

2,262 

9,885 

5,811 


708 

166 

62,477 

5,032 

89,643 

1,874 

8,876 

23,203 

1,922 

14,672 

100,824 


47,782 

24 

235,809 


Band  iron,  scroll  iron  or 
casement  rods,  slit  or 
hammered  lbs. 

In  pigs  cwt. 

Old  and  scrap  “ 

Bar — manufactured  by 

rolling  “ 

manufactured  other- 
wise “ 

Steel  “ 

Hemp  “ 

Alum  “ 

Copperas  “ 

Wheat  flour  “ 

bushels 


34,470 

110,314 

14,143 


963 

114,562 

15,749 


656,574  1,707,649 


Salt 
Coal 

Wheat  “ 

Oats  “ 

Potatoes  “ 

Paper — folio  and  quarto 
post  lbs. 

Foolscap,  drawing  and 
writing  “ 

Printing,  copperplate  and 
stainers’ 

Sheathing,  binders’,  wrap- 
ping and  box  boards  “ 

All  other  “ 

Books — printed  previous 

to  1775  vols. 

Printed  in  other  langua- 
ges than  English,  Latin 
and  Greek  “ 

Printed  in  Greek  and  La- 
tin— bound  lbs. 

Unbound  “ 

All  other — bound  “ 

Unbound  “ 

Apothecaries’  vials  and 
bottles,  not  exceeding 
the  capacity  of  6 oz. 
each  gross 

Exceeding  6 and  not  ex- 
ceeding 16  oz.  each  “ 

Ferfumery  and  fancy  vials 
and  bottles,  not  exceed- 
ing the  capacity  of  4 oz. 
each  “ 

Exceeding  4 but  not  ex- 
ceeding 16  oz.  each  “ 

Demijohns  No. 

Glass  bottles,  black,  not 
above  1 quart  gross 

Exceeding  1 quart  “ 

Window  glass,  not  ex- 
ceeding 8 inches  by  10  100  sq.ft. 
Exceeding  8 by  10,  and 
not  exceeding  10  by  12 
inches  “ 

Exceeding  10  by  12  inches  “ 

Fish,  dried  or  smoked  quintals 
Salmon  bbls. 

Mackerel  “ 

All  other  “ 

Shoes  and  slippers,  silk  pairs 
Prunella,  nankeen,  &c.  &c.  “ 
Leather,  kid  and  moroc- 
co, &c.  “ 

Children’s  “ 

Boots  and  bootees  “ 

Playing  cards  packs 

Felts  or  hat  bodies  No. 


576,381 

44,506 

93,788 

1 

55 

329 

8,183,203 

4,560,287 

593 

1,453 

35,952 


51,524 

337,492 

1,489 

8,781 

38,312 

8,697 

111,108 

2,812 

3,112 

25,975 

90,534 


189 

87 


1,689,831 

528,716 

686,777 

9 

73 

430 

1,015,426 

387,238 

639 

837 

16,690 

15,109 

40,620 

436 

871 
13,233 

5,S55 

77,155 

2,324 
2,088 
37,592 
85,750 


559 

366 


47 

30 

85,508 

25,328 

220 

1,918 


3,110 

19,19S 

4,061 

4,860 

11,823 

8,810 

2,030 

403 

47,386 

1,823 

12,012 

66 

513 


890 

681 

25,072 

116,876 

1,392 

6,711 


10,277 

39,758 

19,355 

78,232 

114,590 

48,979 

1,858 

268 

32,377 

589 

36,441 

5 

269 


Value  of  merchandise  paying  specific 
duties  22,946,334 

Do.  ad  valorem  duties  26,998,981 

Do.  free  of  duty  57,196,204 

Total  107,141,519 

Imports  in  American  vessels  92,802,352 

“ Foreign  vessels  14,339,167 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

Treasury  department,  Register's  office,  June  22,  1841. 

A summary  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce and  manufacture  of  foreign  countries,  tx- 
ported  from  the  United  States,  commencing  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  1839,  and  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1840. 
species  of  merchandise.  Quantity.  Value. 
Merchandise  free  of  duty. 

Brimstone  and  sulphur  $461 

Bark  of  the  cork  tree  2,000 

Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth  210 

Undressed  furs  of  all  kinds  53,962 

Hides,  raw  406,234 

Barilla  2,431 
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Wood,  dye 

Unmanufactured  mahoga- 
ny and  other 

Animals,  other  than  for  breed 
Tin,  in  pigs  and  bars 
In  plates  and  sheets 
Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars 

In  plates  suited  to  the 
sheathing  of  ships 
Old,  fit  only  to  be  rema- 
nufactured 
Bullion,  silver 
Specie,  gold 
Silver 


China 

lbs.  3,120,692 

Coffee 

“ 8,693,334 

Cocoa 

“ 1,613,202 

Fruits,  Almonds 

“ 87,333 

Currants 

“ 19,495 

Prunes 

“ 23,747 

Figs 

“ 85,521 

Raisins,  Muscatel 

“ 630,728 

Other 

“ 87,204 

Spices,  mace 

“ 2,892 

Nutmegs 

“ 2,528 

Cinnamon 

“ 14,703 

Cloves 

“ 43,589 

Black  pepper 

“ 2,869,540 

Pimento 

“ 1,096,719 

Cassia 

“ 142,063 

Ginger 

“ 5,874 

Camphor 

“ 38,918 

Silks,  other  than  India— 

-lace 

veils,  shawls,  shades  &c. 

Other  manufactures  of 

564,707  Leather 
j Marble 

64,176  : Gold  and  silver,  precious  stones, 
200  j set  or  otherwise 
16,168  Watches,  and  parts  of 
15,236  Glass  ware,  cut  and  not  speci- 
fied, paying  30  per  cent,  and 
3 cents  per  lb.  lbs. 

Plain  and  other,  paying  20  per 
cent,  and  2 cents  per  lb.  lbs. 
Other  articles  of  glass,  paying  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Wares — China  and  porcelain 

Earthen  and  stone  ware 
Plated,  not  specified 
Guilt 
Japanned 

Saddlery — common  tinned  and 
japanned 

Plated  brass  and  po- 
lished steel 
Carriages,  and  parts  of 
Slates  of  all  kinds 
Quills  prepared 
Paper  hangings 
Hair-cloth  and  hair  seating 
Brushes  of  all  kinds 
Raw  silk 

Indigo  pounds 

Wool  unmanufactured  exceed- 
ing eight  cents  per  pound  lbs. 
Value  of  merchandise  not  enu- 
merated, at  5 p.  c. 


32,390 

37,652 

7,952 

47,689 

1,468,300 

4,655,952 


930,398 

146,901 

13,236 

2,466 

2,585 

2,910 

47,283 

3,641 

3,337 

2,398 

19,835 

9,834 

216,430 

57,348 

17,842 

401 

39,490 


Manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted. 
Camlets  of  goat’s  or  camel’s  hair 
Worsted  stuff  goods 
Linens,  bleached  and  unbleached 
Ticldenburgs,  osnaburgs  and  bur- 
laps 

Sheeting,  brown  and  white 
Bolting  cloth 
Quicksilver 
Opium 

Crude  saltpetre 
All  other  articles 

Total 

Merchandise  paying  duties  ad  va- 
lorem 

Manufactures  of  wool— 

Cloths  and  cassimeres 
Merino  shawls  of  wool 
Blankets  not  above  seventy-five 
cents  each 

Above  seventy-five  cents 
each 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bind- 
ings 

Other  manufactures  of  wool 
Woollen  yarn  pounds 

Worsted  yarn 
Manufactures  of  cotton — 

Dyed,  printed  or  colored 
White 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bind- 
ings 

Twist,  yarn  or  thread 
Nankeens,  direct  from  China 
Other  manufactures  of  cotton 
Silks  from  India,  China,  &c. 
Piece  goods 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bind- 
ings 

Sewing  silk 

Other  manufactures  of  silk 
Silk,  sewing,  from  other  places 
Lace,  thread  and  cotton 
Flaxen  goods — dyed  and  color- 
ed, linen  checks,  &c. 

Other  manufactures  of  flax 
Hempen  goods — sail  duck 
Other  manufactures  of  hemp 
Hats  and  bonnets — 

Leghorn,  chip,  straw,  &c. 

Fur,  wool  and  leather 
Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel — 
Side  arms 

Fire  arms,  not  specified 

Vices 

Scythes 

Spades  and  shovels 
Other  articles 
Manufactures  of  copper 
Brass 

Wood — cabinet  ware 
Other  articles 


25,550 

292,270 

24,994 

54,134 

351,685 

22,833 

139,366 

3,050 

10,902 

12,658 

14,040 

1,172,919 


$12,384,503 


120 


266,571 

36,048 

653 

27,445 

7,368 

9,098 

180 

4,088 

838,553 

183,468 

13,632 

53,030 

5,630 

9,176 

649,323 

2,775 

775 

955 

40,834 

18,144 

72,669 

1,112 

62,383 

1,765 

70,815 

922 

1,104 

7,078 

9 

108 

43 

60,866 

514 

3,984 

1,925 

2,418 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Total 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


12  do. 
12i  do. 
15  do. 


25 

30 

50 


do. 

do. 

do. 


3,262 

4,900 


280 

3,574 

336 

375 

1,838 
256 
510 
515 
1,332 
563 
182 
200,239 
132,048  179,210 

85,528  26,246 

1,928 

708 

598 

190,323 

75,359 

3,828 

13,205 


14,168 

Other  than  snuff  and  cigars 

lbs. 

1,976 

237 

582 

Cotton 

U 

2,632,914 

212,589 

Bristles 

U 

1,280 

1,720 

16,336 

Ochre,  dry 

u 

15,480 

309 

6,628 

Red  and  white  lead 

u 

58,575 

4,230 

Lead,  pig,  bar  and  sheet 

te 

769,085 

34,090 

Cordage,  cables  and  tarred 

u 

1,358,174 

98,747 

698 

Untarred  and  yarn 

tc 

86,567 

5,240 

Twine,  packthread,  &c. 

u 

18,182 

2,024 

305 

Corks 

u 

6 

3 

Copper  nails  and  spikes 

U 

1,597 

366 

13,436 

Fire  arms,  muskets  No. 

7,252 

23,324 

1,727 

Rifles 

u 

30 

377 

62,027 

Iron  nails  lbs. 

17,345 

1,584 

$3,271,728 


18,039 

128 

570 

66,010 

6,418 

7,169 

1,449 

24,656 

66,322 

42,940 

19,609 


Merchandise  paying  specific  duties. 

Flannels  sq.  yds. 

Capetirig,  ingrained  and  Ve- 
nitian  “ 

Oil  cloth,  other  than  patent 
floor  cloth  “ 

Cotton  bagging  “ 

Wines,  Madeira,  in  casks 

and  bottles  gals. 

Sherry,  in  casks  and 
bottles  “ 

Sicily,  in  casks  and 
bottles  “ 

Red,  of  France,  in 
casks  “ 

Other  of  France,  in 
casks  “ 

Of  France,  in  bot- 
tles and  cases  “ 

Red,  of  Spain  and 
Austria,  in  casks  “ 

Otherof  Spain,  Aus- 
tria, Germany  and 
the  Mediterrane- 
an, in  casks  “ 

Of  other  countries, 
in  casks  “ 70,264 

In  bottles  “ 5,874 

Spirits,  from  grain  “ 17,596 

From  other  materials  “ 167,104 

Molasses  “ 188,078 

Vinegar  “ 4,234 

Beer,  ale  and  porter,  in  casks  “ 350 

In  bottles  “ 2,154 

Oil,  spermaceti  “ 160 

Whale,  and  other  fish  “ 2,151 

Olive  “ 4,010 

Castor  “ 1,233 

Linseed  “ 26,864 

Teas,  from  other  places  than 
China  lbs.  2,804 

Chocolate  “ 550 

Sugar,  brown  “ 9,790,704 

White  clayed  orpow- 
dered  “ 9,081,640 

Loaf  “ 74,674 

Candles,  wax  and  sperma- 
ceti “ 412 

Tallow  “ 119,832 

Cheese  “ 56,282 

Soap  “ 9,814 

Tallow  “ 494,223 

Beef  and  pork  “ 383,372 

Saltpetre  “ 584,886 

Epsom  salts  “ 450 

Tobacco,  manufactured, 
snuff  “ 545 

Cigars  M.  4,692 


$12,554 

260 

210 

7,687 

10,062 

11,506 

555 

8,757 

29,395 

42,987 

6,549 


19,056  6,434 


50,055 

5,304 

11,166 

133,227 

49,530 

1,235 

100 

1,970 

170 

838 

3,863 

1,869 

17,776 

1,822 

58 

552,528 

799,518 

5,325 

210 

15,600 

5,840 

522 

47,168 

10,562 

34,816 

18 

143 

57,346 


Cables  and  chains,  &c. 

Anvils  “ 

Castings,  other  than  vessels  “ 
Round  iron,  as  braziers’ 
rods,  & c.  “ 

Sheet  and  hoop  “ 

Old  and  scrap  cwt. 

Bar,  manufactured  by  roll- 
ing “ 

Otherwise  “ 

Steel  “ 

Salt  bush. 

Coal  “ 

Paper,  folio  and  quarto  post  lbs. 
Foolscap,  drawingand 
writing*  “ 

Sheathing,  binders’&c.  “ 

All  other  “ 

Books,  printed  in  other  lan- 
guages than  English,  La- 
tin and  Greek  vols. 

All  other,  bound  lbs. 

Perfumery  and  fancy  vials, 
not  above  4 oz.  each  gross 

Demijohns  No. 

Bottles,  black,  not  above 

one  quart  gross 

Exceeding  one  quart  “ 
Window'  glass,  not  above  8 
by  10  inches  100  sq.  ft. 

Above  8 by  10,  and  not 
above  10  by  12  inches  “ 

Above  10  by  12  inches  “ 

Fish,  dried  or  smoked  quintals 

Salmon  barrels 

All  other  “ 

Shoes,  leather,  kid  and  mo- 
rocco pairs 


1,104 

1,070 

181,644 

8,840 

194,272 

604 

7,858 

4,133 

4,531 

31,999 

152,987 

718 

172,813 

39,857 

2,632 


2,419 

616 

36 

16,658 


104 
91 

8,022 

260 

6,841 

2,157 

26,603 

17,544 

33,961 

11,525 

38,437 

300 

25,591 

6,734 

760 


4,679 

1,024 

673 

8,277 


581  2,748 


63 

81 

28 

400 

19 

1,138 

192 


340 

541 

190 

1,202 

282 

4,740 

80 


Total  value  of  merchandise  paying  spe- 
cific duties 

Do.  ad  valorem  duties 
Do.  free  of  duty 


Total  value 


2,534,081 

3,271,728 

12,384,503 

$18,190,312 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
Treasury  department , register's  office,  May  31, 1841. 

Summary  statement  of  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the 
grou'th,  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  United  Stales, 
during  the  year  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  October, 
1839,  and  ending  on  the  30tli  day  of  September,  1840. 

. THE  SEA. 

Fisheries — 

Dried  fish,  or  cod  fisheries  $541,053 
Pickled  fish,  or  river  fisheries, 

(herring,  shad,  salmon  and 


mackerel) 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil 


179,106 


Spermaceti  oil 

430,490 

Whalebone 

310,379 

Spermaceti  candles 

332,353 

THE  FOREST. 

Skins  and  furs 
Ginseng 

Products  of  wood — 

Staves,  shingles,  boards 

$1,801,049 

hewn  timber 

Other  lumber 

270,933 

Masts  and  spars 

29,049 

Oak  bark  and  other  dye 

229,510 

All  manufactures  of  wood 

596,305 

Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  ro 
sin  and  turpentine 

- 

602,529 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 

533,193 

$3,198,370 

$1,237,789 

22,728 


4,062,568 

$5,323,085 


AGRICULTURE. 

Product  of  animals — 

Beef,  tallow,  hides,  horned 


cattle 
Butter  and  cheese 


$623,373 

210,749 
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Pork,  (pickled),  bacon,  lard 
live  hogs 

1,894,894 

Horses  and  mules 

246,320 

Sheep 

30,698 

Vegetable  food — 

Wheat 

$1,635,483 

Flour 

10,143,615 

Indian  corn 

338,333 

Indian  meal 

705,183 

170,931 

Rye  meal 

Rye,  oats  and  other  small 
grain  and  pulse 

113,393 

428,988 

Biscuit  or  ship  bread 

Potatoes 

54,524 

Apples 

55,131 

Rice 

1,942,076 

15,587,657 


Tobacco 

Cotton 

All  other  agricultural  products — 


$18,593,691 

9,883,957 

63,870,307 


Flaxseed 
Hops 

Brown  sugar 
Indigo 


$120,000 

11,235 

45,940 
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$3,549,607 

Flax  and  hemp — 

Cloth  and  thread  7,114 

Bags  and  manufactures  of  1,128 

Wearing  apparel  152,055 

Combs  and  buttons  40,299 

Brushes  12,263 

Billiard  tables  and  apparatus  2,471 

Umbrellas  and  parasols  9,654 

Leather  and  morocco  skins  not  sold 
per  pound  19,557 

Printing  presses  and  type  17,105 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus  6,317 

Musical  instruments  12,199 

Books  and  maps  29,632 

Paper  and  stationery  76,957 

Paints  and  varnish  34,631 

Vinegar  6,401 

Earthen  and  stone  ware  10,959 

Manufactures  of  glass  56,688 

Tin  7,501 

Pewter  and  lead  15,296 
Marble  and  stone  35,794 
Gold  and  silver 
and  gold  leaf 


Gold  and  silver  coin 
Artificial  flowers  and  jewelry 
Molasses 
Trunks 

Brick  and  lime 
Domestic  salt 

Articles  not  enumerated — 
Manufactured 
Other  articles 


1,965 
2,235,073 
9,479 
9,775 
6,607 
16,949 
42,246 


403,496 

740,805 


$177,384 


MANUFACTURES. 

Soap  and  tallow  candles  $451,995 

Leather,  boots  and  shoes  214,' 360 

Household  furniture  295,844 

Coaches  and  other  carriages  74,416 

Hats  103,398 

Saddlery  59,517 

Wax  59,685 

Spirits  from  grain,  beer,  ale 

and  porter  128,330 

Snuff  and  tobacco  813,671 

Lead  39,687 

Linseed  oil,  and  spirits  of  tur- 
pentine 63,348 

Cordage  43,510 

Iron — pig,  bar  and  nails  147,397 

Castings  115,664 

All  manufactures  of  841,394 

Spirits  from  molasses  283,707 

Sugar,  refined  1,214,658 

Chocolate  2,048 

Gunpowder  117,347 

Copper  and  brass  86,954 

Medicinal  drugs  122,387 

Cotton  piece  goods — 

Printed  and  colored  $398,977 

White  2,925,257 

Nankeens  1,200 

Twist,  yarn  and  thread  31,445 

All  other  manufactures  of  192,728 


5,279,317 


6,425,722 


1,143,801 


113,895,634 

T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 
Treasury  department,  register's  office,  June  8,  1841. 


Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  from,  and  exports  to,  each  foreign 
country;  also  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from,  and  departing  to,  each  foreign  country, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  ‘30th  of  September,  1840. 


COMMERCE. 

NAVIGATION. 

COUNTRIES. 

Value  of  exports. 

American  tonnage. 

foreign  tonnage. 

Value  of 
imports. 

Domestic 

produce. 

Foreign 

produce. 

Total.  I 

Entered  1 fCUar'd 

Entered 
the  U. 
States. 

Cleared 
from  the 

u.  s. 

Russia 

$2,572,427 

$234,856 

$934,625 

$1,169,481 

15,724 

6,018 

2,820 

477 

Prussia 

59,304 

43,353 

43,115 

86,468 

536 

506 

1,577 

Sweden  and  Norway 

1,217,913 

435,092 

115,134 

550,226 

7,145 

1,118 

10,899 

5,936 

Swedish  West  Indies 

57,545 

98,710 

3,610 

102,320 

1,655 

2,203 

139 

Denmark 

7,501 

969,177 

76,183 

17,868 

94,051 

324 

286 

1,352 

Danish  West  Indies 

918,931 

180,518 

1,099,449 

28,375 

27,700 

17,849 

1,412 

1,197 

Hanse  Towns 

2,521,493 

3,367,963 

830,496 

4,198,459 

12,717 

38,177 

42,324 

Holland 

1,074,754 

3,345,264 

511,046 

3,856,310 

15,133 

31,747 

3,986 

11,929 

Dutch  East  Indies 

817,897 

132,751 

202,552 

335,303 

2,364 

1,828 

370 

485 

Dutch  West  Indies 

396,479 

259,438 

42,916 

302,354 

7,820 

3,790 

893 

1,153 

Dutch  Guiana 

37,766 

52,118 

52,118 

6,214 

5,729 

Belgium 

274,867 

1,834,229 

51,951,778 

■ 486,426 

2,320,655 

9,435 

19,507 

582 

7,667 

England 

33,114,133 

5,096,882 

57,048,660 

368,772 

388,512 

128,001 

129,213 

Scotland 

525,217 

2,022,636 

28,304 

2,050,940 

8,729 

10,799 

12,865 

10,433 

Ireland 

98,349 

217,762 

217,762 

965 

2,732 

11,922 

351 

Gibraltar 

32,567 

643,344 

257,110 

900,454 

'2,155 

11,312 

877 

Malta 

28,471 

14,610 

45,386 

59,996 

145 

449 

Mauritius 

8,319 

153 

8,472 

257 

510 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

32,324 

35,816 

280,404 

197 

36,013 

922 

650 

160 

British  East  Indies 

1,952,461 

351,791 

632,195 

9,715 

5,742 

British  West  Indies 

1,048,165 

2,907,584 

58,000 

2,965,584 

54,899 

78,224 

29,294 

13,364 

British  Honduras 

158,353 

132,095 

58,371 

190,466 

3,943 

5,048 

1,353 

1,708 

British  Guiana 

10,973 

118,896 

538 

119,434 

1,298 

6,349 

5,288 

1,233 

British  Am.  colonies 

2,007,767 

5,889,215 

204,035 

6,093,250 

373,149 

357,073 

387,947 

401,805 

Australia 

122,141 

84,847 

6,022 

90,869 

1,868 

1,368 

232 

British  African  ports 

143 

312 

205 

France 

17,572,876 

18,919,327 

2,922,227 

21,841,554 

113,907 

153,128 

25,892 

25,409 

French  West  Indies 

335,251 

483,595 

30,656 

514,251 

13,757 

25,612 

5,303 

1,255 

French  Guiana 

100 

100 

3,177 

1,925 

Bourbon 

242 

Hayti 

1,252,824 

945,365 

81,849 

1,027,214 

21,193 

20.663 

967 

2,818 

Spain 

Teneriffe  and  other  Ca- 

1,684,665 

353,419 

8,874 

362,293 

35,447 

8,166 

2,792 

2,419 

naries 

Manilla  and  Philippine 

150,522 

11,816 

11,579 

23,395 

2,642 

713 

473 

368 

Islands 

450,251 

90,589 

30,927 

121,516 

3,570 

809 

Cuba 

9,835,477 

5,331,471 

979,044 

6,310,515 

174,920 

192,548 

14,776 

15,679 

Other  Spanish  W.  I. 

1,898,732 

770,420 

29,208 

799,628 

40,822 

22,559 

713 

952 

Portugal 

222,884 

97,341 

5,724 

103,065 

14,039 

3,851 

2,365 

587 

Madeira 

309,524 

93,819 

22,858 

116,677 

2,470 

3,963 

Fayal  and  other  Azores 

38,138 

10,471 

5,623 

16,094 

1,211 

384 

1,089 

Cape  de  Verd  islands 

29,348 

82,611 

2,809 

85,420 

2,262 

946 

Italy 

1,157,200 

1,189,838 

283,347 

1,473,185 

8,363 

8,071 

1,436 

2,602 

Sicily 

649,525 

303,217 

33,923 

337,140 

17,622 

1,006 

4,578 

3,176 

Ionian  islands 

43,027 

Greece 

5,138 

Trieste 

373,365 

1,590,356 

196,264 

156,873 

1,786,620 

276,618 

3,025 

11,828 

1,842 

6,081 

Turkey 

563,476 

119,745 

5,443 

2,187 

800 

Morocco 

62,138 

145 

121 

Texas 

303,847 

937,072 

281,199 

1,218,271 

36,152 

41,177 

961 

530 

Mexico 

4,175,001 

969,938 

1,545,403 

2,515,341 

14,733 

13,348 

3,709 

3,025 

Venezuela 

1,355,166 

554,267 

229,605 

783,872 

13,605 

9,386 

1,173 

920 

New  Grenada 

217,382 

57,922 

77,329 

135,251 

1,622 

1,000 

732 

882 

Central  America 

189,021 

130,661 

87,285 

217,946 

446 

721 

Brazil 

4,927,296 

2,145,863 

360,711 

2,506,574 

32,588 

34,189 

5,578 

1,764 

Argentine  Republic 

293,562 

280,144 

89,132 

369,276 

Cisplatine  Republic 

494,402 

1,616,859 

82,102 

67,628 

356,575 

149,730 

6,680 

8,197 

161 

230 

Chili 

1,372,254 

1,728,829 

4,862 

7,414 

. 

Peru 

438,495 

1,137 

667 

Republic  of  Ecuador 

28,685 

S.  America,  generally 

96,042 

28,291 

124,333 

262 

. 

China 

6,640,829 

469,186 

540,780 

1,009,966 

14,771 

3,360 

Europe,  generally 

63,976 

63,976 

196 

Asia,  generally 

284,452 

170,734 

138,092 

308,826 

3,462 

2,787 

Africa,  generally 

372,537 

511,215 

43,048 

554,263 

6,156 

7,133 

771 

900 

Arabia 

320 

320 

West  Indies,  generally 

376,715 

2,514 

65,200 

379,229 

. 

17,103 

1,769 

South  Seas 

13,762 

177,229 

242,429 

43,184 

48,429 

Sandwich  Islands 

16,293 

Atlantic  Ocean 

. . .. 

878 

4,096 

N.  W.  coast  of  America 

720 

540 

1,260 

308 

100 

Uncertain  places 

1,525 

147 

175 

90 

. 

Total 

107,141,519 

113,895,634 

18,190,312 

132,085,946 

1,576,946 

1,647,009 

712,363 

706,486 

Treasury  department,  register's  office,  May  31,  1841. 

STATEMENT  OF  FOREIGN  EXPORTS  IN  1840. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 


WHITHER  EXPORTED. 


Russia 

Prussia 

Sweden  and  Norway 
Swedish  West  Indies 
Denmark  . 

Danish  West  Indies 
Holland  . 

Dutch  East  Indies 
Dutch  West  Indies  . 


VALUE  OF  MERCHANDISE  IMPORTED  TO  EACH  COUNTRY. 


Free  of 
duly. 


$111,554 

42,375 

34,581 

613 

14,932 

88,831 

423,530 

181,216 

32,742 


Paying 
duties  ad 
valorem. 


$32,715 

4,000 

410 

’ 61,442 
37,001 
1,004 
5,843 


Paying 

specific 

duties. 


$790,386 

740 

76,553 

2,587 

2,936 

30,245 

50,515 

16,432 

4,331 


Total. 


$934,625 

43,115 

115,134 

3,610 

17,868 

180,518 

511,046 

202,552 

42,916 


In  Ameri- 
can vessels. 


$934,519 

7,031 

3,610 

17,868 

180,228 

396,644 

194,175 

40,602 


In  foreign 
vessels. 


$106 

43,115 

108,103 


290 

114,402 

8,377 

2,314 


To  the  domi- 
nions of  each 
power. 


$934,625 

43,115 

118,744 

198,386 

756,514 
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STATEMENT  OF  FOREIGN  EXPORTS  IN  18  40. CONTINUED. 


VALUE  OF  MERCHANDISE  EXPORTED  TO  EACH  COUNTRY. 

WHITHER  EXPORTED. 

Free  of 
duly. 

Paying 
duties  ad 
valorem. 

Paying 

specific 

duties. 

Total. 

In  Ameri- 
can vessels. 

In  foreign 
vessels. 

To  the  domi- 
nions of  each 
power. 

Hanse  Towns,  &c. 

$646,697 

$80,840 

$102,059 

$830,496 

$162,495 

$668,001 

| 1,316,922 

Belgium  .... 

322,339 

8,812 

155,275 

486,426 

353,296 

133.130 

England  .... 

3,948,655 

908,762 

239,465 

5,096,882 

2,735,004 

2,361,878 

' 

Scotland  .... 

530 

19,270 

8,504 

28,304 

11,234 

17,070 

Gibraltar  .... 

173,569 

51,121 

32,420 

257,110 

253,660 

3,450 

Malta  .... 

29,381 

16,005 

45,386 

45,386 

British  East  Indies 

347,209 

75 

4,507 

351,791 

351,791 

Mauritius  .... 

153 

153 

153 

•6,106,789 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

197 

197 

197 

British  West  Indies  . 

19,065 

10,892 

28,043 

58,000 

21,017 

36,983 

British  N.  American  colonies 

98,747 

11,100 

94,188 

204,035 

67,492 

136,543 

Honduras  .... 

19,242 

36,308 

2,821 

58,371 

43,159 

15,212 

British  Guiana 

18 

520 

538 

538 

Australia  .... 

5,516 

506 

6,022 

3,939 

2,083 

French  Atlantic  ports  . 

2,537,766 

98,840 

61,419 

2,698,025 

2,156,031 

541,994 

French  Mediterranean  ports 
French  West  Indies 

178,905 

12,401 

2,470 

6,550 

42,827 

11,705 

224,202 

30,656 

83,432 

25,098 

140,770 

5,558 

• 2,952,983 

French  Guiana 

100 

100 

100 

Spanish  Atlantic  ports  . 

3,296 

2,543 

5,839 

4,649 

i,190 

Spanish  Mediterranean  ports 

1,370 

1,665 

3,035 

3,035 

Cuba 

Other  Spanish  West  Indies 

524,653 

27,313 

350,966 

185 

103,425 

1,710 

979,044 

29,208 

972,555 

28,431 

6,489 

777 

• 1,059,632 

Teneriffe  and  other  Canaries 

9,672 

1,175 

732 

11,579 

11,579 

Manilla  and  Philippine  islands 

30,000 

927 

30,927 

30,927 

Portugal  .... 

5,724 

5,724 

5,724 

Madeira  .... 

22,392 

466 

22,858 

22,858 

• 37,014 

Cape  de  Verd  Islands  . 

463 

2,346 

2,809 

2,582 

227 

Fayal  and  other  Azores 

2,720 

216 

2,687 

5,623 

5,623 

267,760 

J 

Italy  ..... 

163,525 

4,954 

114,868 

283,347 

15,587 

283,347 

Sicily  .... 

Trieste  and  other  Austrian  Adri- 

20,921 

13,002 

33,923 

33,923 

33,923 

atic  ports 

135,814 

7,865 

52,585 

196,264 

174,271 

21,993 

196,264 

Turkey,  Levant  and  Egypt  . 

151,446 

1,012 

4,415 

156,873 

156,873 

156,873 

Hayti  .... 

53,371 

23,921 

4,557 

81,849 

67,327 

14,522 

81,849 

Texas 

65,854 

141,182 

74,163 

281,199 

277,128 

4,071 

281,199 

Mexico  .... 

573,417 

862,117 

109,869 

1,545,403 

1.463,833 

81,570 

1,545,403 

Central  Republic  of  America 

35,312 

38,380 

13,593 

87,285 

87,285 

87,285 

New  Grenada  . 

41,302 

29,242 

6,785 

77,329 

15,897 

61,432 

77,329 

Venezuela  .... 

134,902 

76,929 

17,774 

229,605 

222,387 

7,218 

229,605 

Brazil  .... 

203,105 

106,298 

51,308 

360,711 

360,711 

360,711 

Argentine  Republic 

61,234 

15,129 

14,848 

12,769 

89,132 

89,132 

89,132 

Cisplatine  Republic  . 

44,987 

120,192 

7,793 

67,628 

67,628 

67,628 

Chili 

144,003 

92,380 

356,575 

356,575 

356,575 

China  .... 

500,030 

6,109 

34,641 

540,780 

540,780 

540,780 

Asia,  generally 

128,960 

613 

8,519 

138,092 

138,092 

138,092 

Africa,  generally 

7,432 

26,921 

8,695 

43,048 

33,374 

9,674 

43,048 

South  Seas  and  Pacific  Ocean 

23,547 

26,294 

15,359 

65,200 

65,200 

65,200 

West  Indies,  generally 

2,289 

225 

2,514 

2,501 

13 

2,514 

South  America,  generally 

15,776 

12,515 

28,291 

28,291 

28,291 

Northwest  coast  of  America 

540 

540 

540 

• * • 

540 

Total  .... 

12,384,503 

3,271,728 

2,534,081 

18,190,312 

13,591,359 

4,598,953 

18,190,312 

Entitled  to  drawback 

2,875,255 

2,299,487 

5,174,742 

3,906,261 

1,268,481 

Not  entitled  to  drawback 

12,384,503 

396,473 

234,594 

13,015,570 

9,685,098|3,330,472 

TONNAGE  ENTERED  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


STATES  AND  TERRI- 
TORIES. 

AMERICAN. 

FOREIGN. 

Total  American  and  Foreign. 

No. 

Tons. 

CREWS. 

No. 

Tons 

CREWS. 

No. 

Tons. 

CREWS. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Maine 

318 

53,519 

2,181 

132 

1,132 

74,628 

4,291 

38 

1,450 

128,147 

6,472 

160 

New  Hampshire 

34 

9,752 

336 

13 

43 

3,005 

144 

77 

12,757 

500 

13 

Vermont  . 

211 

52,084 

1,357 

211 

52,084 

1,367 

Massachusetts 

1,201 

264,506 

12,029 

498 

703 

56,944 

3,723 

316 

1,904 

321,450 

15,752 

814 

•Rhode  Island  . 

108 

18,862 

1,064 

2 

535 

25 

110 

19,397 

1,089 

Connecticut 

109 

22,832 

1,290 

29 

6 

584 

32 

1 

115 

23,416 

1,322 

30 

New  York 

2,843 

659,482 

30,237  1,994 

1,708  347,508 

22,214 

138 

4,551 

1,006,990 

52,451 

2,132 

New  Jersey 

3 

516 

19 

1 

3 

516 

19 

1 

Pennsylvania  . 

353 

75,479 

3,248 

246 

91 

12,223 

667 

92 

444 

87,702 

3,915 

338 

Delaware 

Maryland 

309 

58,237 

2,592 

101 

23,903 

1,135 

410 

82,140 

3,727 

District  of  Columbia 

44 

7,769 

356 

6 

19 

2,513 

139 

4 

63 

1(1,282 

495 

10 

Virginia  . 

136 

28,852 

1,223 

4 

34 

5,927 

339 

170 

34,779 

1,562 

4 

North  Carolina  . 

171 

23,390 

1,181 

5 

29 

2,803 

234 

200 

26,193 

1,415 

5 

South  Carolina 

177 

36,695 

1,596 

73 

80 

23,950 

951 

157 

257 

60,645 

2,547 

230 

Georgia 

87 

23,204 

931 

2 

88 

41,721 

1,506 

175 

64,925 

2,437 

2 

Alabama  . 

146 

41,208 

1,643 

61 

25,564 

1,044 

207 

96,772 

2,687 

Mississippi  . 

Louisiana 

672 

182,292 

7,342 

252 

73,185 

3,579 

924 

255,477 

10,921 

Ohio  . , 

90 

8,168 

382 

43 

3,192 

148 

133 

11,360 

530 

Kentucky 

Tennessee  . 

Michigan 

7 

593 

30 

152 

12,310 

615 

15! 

12,903 

645 

Florida 

192 

9,506 

954 

27 

1,868 

194 

219 

11,374 

1,148 

Missouri  . 

Total  . 

7,211 

1,576,546 

70,011 

2,993 

4,571 

712,363 

40,980 

741 

11,782 

2,289,309 

110,991 

3,739 

UNITED  STATES  versus  UNITED  STATES 
BANK  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  The  Philadelphia 
Chronicle  says:  “We  learn  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  filed  a bill  in  equity  in  the  U. 
S.  circuit  court  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  object  of  which  is  to  annul  all 
the  assignments  made  by  the  bank  as  fraudulent,  and 
to  appoint  a receiver  to  take  into  his  possession  the 
funds  of  the  bank.  If,  as^eems  to  be  the  general 
impression,  this  application  succeed,  the  consequence 
will  be  that  all  the  property  of  the  bank  will  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  receiver,  to  pay  its  debts  pro  rata. 
The  most  important  question  for  the  note  holders  is 
how  it  will  affect  them.  It  seems  to  us  that  if  the 
$7,700,000  of  assets  is  taken  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  first  class  of  trustees,  it  removes  the  special  se- 
curity for  the  five  millions  of  post  notes  now  held  by 
the  city  banks;  that  the  city  banks,  pressed  by  their 
creditors,  will  then  be  obliged  to  sell  these  notes  for 
what  they  will  bring,  and  that  thus  an  amount  of  five 
millions  of  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
will  be  forced  into  the  market  for  sale,  in  addition  to 
the  three  or  four  millions  now  floating  about. 

DEFENCES  OF  NEW  YORK.  The  defences  of 
the  harbor  of  New  York  now  consist,  on  the  Long 
Island  side,  of  Fort  Diamond  and  Fort  Clinton,  on 
Staten  Island  are  Fort  Richmond  100  guns,  Hudson 
battery  63  guns,  Battery  Moon  20  guns,  and  four 
floating  shot  galleries,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  a 
fleet  on  fire;  also  about  the  harbor,  Fort  William  200 
guns,  Bedlow’s  Island  50,  Gibbet  Island  25.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  it  is  now  proposed  to  erect  a battery  of 
200  guns  at  the  mouth  of  the  Narrows,  which  it  is 
believed  would  render  New  York  unapproachable  .by 
the  fleets  of  any  nation  on  earth.  The  New  York 
Sun  says  the  plan  of  the  new  fort  has  already  been 
submitted  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  engineers 
of  the  department  think  so  favorably  of  the  project, 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  place  it  before  the  next 
congress. 

THE  LAKE  TRADE.  The  Buffalo  Commercial 
Advertiser  of  the  2d  inst.  says: 

During  the  month  of  October  a greater  number  of 
vessels  arrived  and  departed  from  our  port  than  dur- 
ing any  single  month  of  this  or  any  previous  year, 
amounting  to  600  vessels.  The  principal  articles 
landed,  &c.  are  embraced  in  the  annexed  table: 

375,003  bush,  wheat,  124,983  bbls.  flour,  56,295 
bush,  corn,  8,891  bush,  oats,  2,150  bush,  rye,  14,552 
kegs  butter  and  lard,  2,793  cks.  seed  and  ashes. 

The  result  fully  sustains  the  opinion  expressed  by 
us  on  the  18th  ult.  that  the  quantity  of  flour  to  be 
landed  here  during  all  of  October  would  equal  that  of 
1840,  notwithstanding  the  drouth  and  all  efforts 
made  to  keep  it  back.  The  number  of  barrels  of 
flour  alone  which  came  in  during  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day last  was  over  25,000. 

THE  ARMY. 

Florida.  A letter  from  Fort  Pierce  undor  date  of 
the  14th  inst.  states  that  Capt.  Wade  and  Lieutenant. 
Thomas,  of  the  3d  artillery,  with  K company,  of  the 
same  regiment,  had  returned  to  Fort  Lauderdale  from 
a scout  on  the  Hillsborough,  just  before  the  boat  left. 
They  had  been  exceedingly  fortunate — the  result  was 
8 Indians  killed  (6  of  them  warriors),  and  49  prison- 
ers, (8  of  them  warriors).  Some  30  acres  of  corn, 
&c.  and  several  canoes,  were  destroyed. 

It  is  said  that  Sam  Jones  is  on  an  island  in  the 
Okeechobee  with  some  50  warriors,  and  that  he  is 
determined  to  make  a stand,  and  die  sooner  than  sur- 
render. 

East  Florida,  Nov.  15,  1841.  Every  thing  is  quiet 
along  the  border,  and  not  a murder  has  been  com- 
mitted during  the  whole  of  the  last  full  moon.  In- 
dians in  small  parties  are  still  coming  in  and  surren- 
dering. On  the  11th  instant  Halleck  Harjo  and 
another  Indian  brought  to  Pilatka  ten  Indians,  from 
Spring  Garden,  on  the  St.  John’s.  Halleck  says, 
after  searching  four  or  five  days,  these  were  the  only 
Indians  he  could  find  on  the  river,  and  he  believes 
there  are  none  on  it,  except  high  up,  probably  south 
of  Fort  Mellon. 

The  different  detachments  detailed  for  the  Ever- 
glades expedition  are  moving  from  Tampa  bay  to 
their  designated  positions  around  the  Big  Cyprus. 
You  may  soon  expect  to  hear  thunder  from  that  quar- 
ter, and  I hope  the  capture  or  surrender  of  Sam 
Jones  and  the  prophet. 

Pilatka,  Nov.  17,  1841.  We  have  nothing  new 
from  the  red  men.  It  is  stated  that  a schooner  un- 
der the  command  of  lieut  McLaughlin,  belonging  to 
the  Florida  squadron,  had  come  into  the  Caloosa- 
hatchee  with  the  yellow  fever  an  board.  Some  of 
the  crew  had  died.  It  was  feared  that  the  troops 
would  be  infected.  Severe  fevers  had  broken  out  at 
some  of  the  posts. 
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Enlisting  aliens.  Important  decision..  Daring 
the  late  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  Norfolk  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  George  Cottingham  was  brought  up,  on 
a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  directed  to  col.  Fanning, 
the  commandant  of  Fortress  Monroe.  By  the  re- 
turn to  the  writ,  it  appeared  that  Cottingham  was  a 
soldier  under  col.  Fanning’s  command,  and  had  been 
regularly  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Dublin,  was  at  the  time  of  his  en- 
listment a subject  of  Great  Britain,  never  having 
been  naturalized.  Judge  Baker,  after  mature  con- 
sideration, decided  that  the  enlistment  of  an  alien 
was  illegal,  and  that  therefore  the  petitioner  was  en- 
titled to  his  discharge.  The  case  will  probably  be 
carried  to  the  court  of  appeals,  on  a writ  of  error. 

[Sentinel. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  West  India  squadron  is  still  at  Norfolk.  The 
Levant  left  Pensacola  for  Norfolk  some  time  since, 
after  having  suffered  much  from  the  yellow  fever. 
Why  then  does  the  squadron  still  linger? 

[JY.  Y.  Star  19th. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Levant  is  expected  home 
in  about  a fortnight. 

The  U.  S.  scooner  Dolphin  is  expected  home  in  a 
few  weeks. 

The  Constitution  and  her  crew.  We  have  sel- 
dom seen  a finer  looking  or  more  orderly  set  of  men 
than  the  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Constitu- 
tion. Nearly  the  whole  of  them  have  been  paid  off, 
and  unlike  some  of  those  who  have  heretofore  been 
discharged  from  United  States  vessels,  their  conduct 
as  they  pass  along  our  streets  is  respectful  and  deco- 
rous. There  is  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  among 
them;  they  appearing  to  act  towards  each  other  as  a 
band  of  brothers.  Their  deportment  too,  towards 
the  officers  of  the  ship,  has  been,  as  we  learn,  re- 
spectful. As  an  evidence  of  their  good  conduct,  we 
can  state,  that  they  thoroughly  dismantled  and 
cleansed  the  ship  in  two  and  a half  days  after  her 
arrival  at  the  navy  yard.  [Norfotk  Beacon. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


THE  DEBTS  OF  THE  STATES. 

A late  number  of  the  Boston  Post  gives  the  fol- 
lowing estimates  of  the  state  debts.  As  this  is  a 


subject  on  which  we  have  often  spoken,  we  copy  the 

table  in  full. 

Stock  and  state 

Deficiency  to 

debt. 

provide  for. 

Maine, 

§1,678,367 

§37,340 

Massachusetts. 

7,272,839 

1,022,339 

New  York, 

20,165,000 

New  Jersey, 

83,283 

Pennsylvania, 

37.723.000 

15.109.000 

1,773,519 

Maryland, 

600,000 

Virginia, 

6,557,000 

South  Carolina, 

3,764,000 

Georgia, 

500,000 

Alabama, 

10,859,556 

Mississippi, 

12,400,000 

393,500 

Louisiana, 

20,585,000 

908,000 

Tennessee, 

1,789,166 

Kentucky, 

4,665,000 

Ohio, 

14,889,000 

348,954 

Indiana, 

13,667,433 

754,000 

Illinois, 

13,265,082 

732,430 

Missouri, 

2,027,557 

Michigan, 

6,011,600 

400,000 

Arkansas, 

3,755,382 

Florida, 

3,900,000 

District  of  Columbia, 

1,500,000 

Total, 

§200,491,157 

To  this  state  indebtedness  of  200,491,157,  add  the 
surplus  revenue  deposited  with  the  states,  28,101,644 
dollars;  city  debts  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Albany,  Troy,  Cincinnati,  New  Or- 
leans, Mobile  and  Charleston,  a total  of  §22;372,441; 
and  we  shall  have,  as  the  total  of  state  and  city 
debts,  §250,965,142. 

The  states  that  owe  no  debts  are  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  North  Caroli- 
na and  Delaware. 

The  above  statement  is  probably  erroneous  in  many 
particulars.  The  debt  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  for 
instance,  is  set  down  at  the  amount  authorised,  which 
exceeds  the  amount  actually  incurred  by  several  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  Trenton  Gazette  contradicts 
the  statement  as  to  the  indebtedness  of  New  Jersey, 
and  says  that  state  “is  not  only  out  of  debt,  but  has  a 
permanent  fund  of  §129,000,  besides  a school  fund  of 
§336,000.  The  surplus  revenue  distribution,  amount- 
ing to  §779,000  was  apportioned  by  the  legislature  to 
the  counties,  so  that  the  state  received  no  benefit 


from  that.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  state  go- 
vernment are  §70,000  to  §80,000,  but  the  state  tax  is 
only  §20,000  to  §30,000,  other  resources  defraying 
the  rest. 

The  indebtedness  of  others  of  the  states  is  be- 
lieved to  be  exaggerated  in  the  above  table. 

VERMONT. 

Boundary.  The  legislature  of  this  state  have  just 
i passed  resolutions,  declaring  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
: general  government  to  prosecute  the  settlement  of 
the  northeastern  boundary  question  without  any  un- 
necessary delays. 

Finances.  We  learn  from  Walton’s  Daily  Jour- 
nal, that  the  report  of  the  auditor  of  Vermont  shows 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  state,  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  including  all  expenses,  interest 
paid,  and  the  balance  of  the  preceding  year  of 
§9,539  33  against  the  treasury,  were  §81,128  06 
Receipts,  84,922  87 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  treasury  §3,794  81 

Adding  to  this  the  balance,  of  §9,539  33,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  receipts  for  the  year  have  exceeded 
the  expenses  by  the  sum  of  §13,344  14. 

The  apparent  state  debt  is  §156,619  81.  Of  this 
amount,  there  is  due  to  the  school  fund,  w'hich  is  the 
property  of  the  state,  §119,637  19;  and  there  is  also 
due  from  individuals  to  that  fund  §44,656  69 — which 
two  items  make  §164,292  28,  being  §7,672  47  more 
than  the  sum  set  down  as  a state  debt.  In  point  of 
fact,  then,  the  state  has  in  its  school  fund  more  than 
means  enough  to  meet  all  liabilities,  both  real  and 
imaginary. 

Geological  survey.  The  committee  appointed 
by  the  Vermont  legislature  and  instructed  to  make 
inquiry  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  a geological 
survey  of  that  state,  have  made  a report  in  its  favor. 
The  committee  say: 

“They  believe  that  no  state,  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  its  territory,  has  so  much  to  expect  from 
such  a measure  as  Vermont.  Accident  has  already 
brought  to  light  many  rich  sources  of  wealth  to  the 
farmer  and  manufacturer;  and  probably  still  greater 
and  more  numerous  sources,  if  left  to  accident  to 
their  discovery,  may  lie  hid  ages  to  come,  in  our 
mountains  and  valleys,  which  might  be  developed  by 
a systematic  and  scientific  survey,  and  be  forthwith 
rendered  productive  of  individual  and  public  pros- 
perity. A bed  of  shell  marl  has  beenrecently,  By 
accident  discovered  in  West  Alburgh,  covering  a 
tract  of  at  least  fifty  acres,  aud  appears  to  be  nearly 
inexhaustible.  No  person  can  now  estimate  with 
what  beneficial  result  this  material  may  be  used,  as  a 
manure,  through  the  whole  agricultural  region  bor- 
dering on  Lake  Champlain.  A few  other  beds  of  the 
same  material  have  been  discovered  in  other  places; 
and  by  a careful  examination,  under  the  authority  of 
the  legislature,  other  similar  beds  may  be  discovered, 
which  may  be  immediately  applied  to  enrich  our 
soils,  and  thus  increase  our  agricultural  wealth. 

“A  large  majority  of  the  committee,  which  is 
itself  numerous,  have  come  to  the  conviction  that  it 
is  time  for  the  legislature  of  this  state  to  adopt  a 
measure  which  many  of  our  citizens  think  has  alrea- 
dy been  two  long  delayed.  The  people  of  this  state 
must  always  look  principally  for  their  wealth  and 
prosperity  to  agriculture  and  manufactures.  And 
the  committee  believe  that  the  resources  of  the  state 
should  be  brought,  as  soon  as  may  be,  within  the 
control  of  these  two  great  interests. 

“As  to  the  probable  expense  of  a survey  of  the 
whole  state,  when  examined  before  the  committee  at 
the  last  session,  professor  Benedict  stated  that  he 
thought  that,  on  account  of  the  greater  facilities  fur- 
nished by  similar  surveys  in  several  neighboring 
states,  his  former  estimate  might  be  reduced;  and 
that  the  survey  might  be  concluded  in  four  years,  for 
§8,000,  that  is,  §2,000  annually.” 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  and  Rail 
Road.  This  canal  and  rail  road  extends  from  the 
coal  mines  in  the  Lackawanny  valley,  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  Rondout  on  the  Hudson  river,  ninety-two 
miles  above  New  York.  The  whole  improvement  is 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  miles  long. 

The  rail  road  extends  from  the  mines  in  Carbon- 
dale  over  a mountain  to  Honesdale,  where  it  termi- 
nates on  the  canal.  It  is  sixteen  miles  long,  having 
eight  inclined  planes,  five  of  them  ascending  planes 
from  the  mines  and  worked  by  stationary  steam  en- 
gines, and  three  of  them  descending  planes  acting  by 
gravity.  The  rail  road  is  wholly  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  canal  extends  from  Honesdale,  in  Wayne 
county,  twenty-three  miles  down  the  Lakawanen 
creek  to  the  river  Delaware;  thence  seventeen  miles 
down  the  Delaware;  and  thence  sixty-seven  across 
the  state  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York  to  Rondout 


on  the  Hudson  river,  sixty  miles  below  Albany  and 
ninty-two  above  New  York.  It  is  one  hundred  and 
seven  miles  in  length,  having  locks  seventy  feet  long 
and  nine  feet  wide.  Its  boats  can  carry  thirty  tons. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  §1,500,000 
Borrowed  to  complete  the  canal  and  rail 
road,  803,000 


Cost  of  the  work,  §2,303,000 

We  understand  that  the  company  has  borrowed  a 
further  sum  of  about  §250,000  for  the  purchase  of 
boats,  cars,  horses,  and  to  open  mines.  This  we 
believe  is  added  to  the  permanent  debt,  making  the 
cost  of  the  whole  improvement  a little  more  than 
two  millions  and  a half  of  dollars. 

Of  the  debt  of  the  company  §800,000  is  for  stock 
issued  by  the  state  of  New  York,  and  the  other  in 
company  loans,  as  follows: 

annual  interest. 

§500,000 — 5 per  cent,  payable  after  1846,  §25,000 

300,000—4|  do.  do.  1847,  13,500 

Interest  on  company  loan  last  year,  17,040 

Interest  annually  to  be  paid  by  company,  §55,540 
In  addition  to  the  above  interest  paid  by  the  com- 
pany last  year,  their  dividends  to  stockholders  have 
been  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  a 
surplus  fund  is  accumulating  towards  paying  off  the  debt. 

The  company  was  incorporated  in  1823,  the  exca- 
vation of  the  canal  commenced  in  July,  1825,  and 
the  work  was  finished  in  1828. 

The  coal  trade  commenced  in  1829,  aud  increased 
as  follows: 


Years. 

Tons. 

Years. 

Tons. 

1829 

7,000 

1835 

90,000 

1830 

42,000 

1836 

106,000 

1831 

54,000 

1837 

115,000 

1832 

84,500 

1838 

76,321 

1833 

111,277 

1839 

122,300 

1834 

43,700 

1840 

148,470 

Total,  1,002,125 

The  New  York  Express  says,  “we  learn  that  the 
probable  sales  of  coal  by  the  Pludson  and  Delaware 
Company,  will  this  year  reach  200,000  tons,  which 
at  a profit  of  §2  50  will  yield  a revenue  of  half  a 
million  of  dollars.” 

There  were  employed  by  the  company  in  1833,  in 
the  mines,  upon  the  rail  road,  canal  and  wharves, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty  laborers,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  horses.  There  are  now  em- 
ployed more  than  three  thousand  laborers,  and  six 
hundred  horses.  In  1833,  the  site  on  which  Car- 
bondale  is  built,  contained  but  one  building,  and  Ho- 
nesdale was  a wilderness.  They  are  now  large  and 
flourishing  towns. 

The  stock  of  the  company  cost  §100  per  share.  In 
1839  it  sold  for  §48|  per  share;  it  is  now  rated  in 
New  York  at  108|;  nearly  9 per  cent,  above  par  in 
these  times  of  depression  of  stocks. 

We  have  related  the  foregoing  particulars  not  only 
to  give  our  readers  information  in  relation  to  an  im- 
portant public  work,  on  which  annually  is  carried  to 
market  Pennsylvania  products  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  a million  of  dollars;  but  to  show  the  certain  va- 
lue of  our  canals  and  rail  roads,  when  completed  to 
our  coal  fields.  Here  is  a rail  road  carried  sixteen 
miles  over  a mountain,  with  eight  inclined  planes 
and  five  stationary  steam  engines — a transhipment 
into  a canal  with  a capacity  of  only  thirty  ton  boats, 
one  hundred  and  seven  miles  long,  and  requiring 
another  transhipment  into  vessels  for  the  New  York 
or  Albany  market — so  that  coal  passing  over  such  an 
improvement  with  two  transhipments,  must  be  car- 
ried two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  from  the  mines  to 
the  city,  and  yet  the  work  is  profitable  and  yields 
seven  per  cent,  to  the  stockholders,  besides  leaving  a 
surplus  fund! 

A rail  road  can  be  constructed  from  the  first  mines 
of  the  Swatara  or  Pinegrove  region  to  Harrisburg, 
through  the  Swatara  gap  without  any  ascending 
grade,  and  the  distance  will  not  exceed  thirty-five 
miles.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
will  make  the  whole  road,  and  Harrisburg  may  be 
the  shipping  place  for  a million  of  tons.  Harrisburg 
is  but  71  miles  above  tide  water,  and  a good  canal 
for  boats  of  75  tons  burden  all  the  distance. 

[Harrisburg  Chronicle. 

Revenues  of  the  State  Canals.  Mr.  Verplanck, 
in  his  report  on  finances,  in  the  senate  in  March  last, 
estimated  the  canal  revenues  this  year,  at  §1,875,000 
And  the  payments  as  follows — 

Repairs  and  superintendence,  §550,000 
Interest  on  present  enlarge- 
ment debt,  330,000 

Do.  on  lateral  canal  debt,  357,000 

Payment  in  aid  of  general  fund,  200.000 

§1,437,000 


Leaving  the  sum  of 


§438,000 
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to  meet  the  interest  on  any  additional  debt,  or  other 
Contingent  charge,  or  else  to  he  applied  directly  to 
the  cost  of  construction. 

This  estimate  of  Mr.  Verplanck’s  was  attacked  by 
the  Van  Buren  men  in  the  legislature,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  assembly  from  this  city  joined  in  the  panic 
cry,  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  state  and  retard  the 
progress  of  the  public  works.  The  effect  of  this  was 
to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  a loan  this  year, 
from  four  millions,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Verplanck,  to 
three  millions,  as  consented  to  by  more  timid  whigs; 
but  even  this  last  amount  was  voted  against  by  our 
Van  Buren  city  members.  Now  let  us  see  how  the 
calculations  of  the  friends  of  internal  improvements 
are  sustained  by  results. 

The  tolls  on  all  the  canals  this  year,  up  to  1st 
August,  amount  to  $911,906  27;  last  year  during  the 
same  period,  $716,370  01;  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
the  tolls,  in  1840,  amounted  to  $,159,377  50.  We 
may  therefore  safely  estimate  the  total  amount  of  tolls 
for  1841  at  $2,200,000,  against  $1,775,747  in  1840; 
which  will  leave  a surplus  of  $763,000  towards  fu- 
ture interest  on  loans,  or  $326,000  more  than  the  es- 
timate of  Mr.  Verplanck. 

What  now  becomes  of  the  ridiculous  puffing  and 
blowing  of  the  Albany  Argus  and  Mr.  Ex-Ccmptrol- 
ler  Flagg  about  a forty  million  state  debt,  and  all  the 
sage  calculations  of  Mr.  Michael  Hoffman,  in  his  mi- 
nority report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Van  Buren  members  of 
the  assembly'  as  the  text-book  of  the  party? 

We  shall  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject;  but,  in 
the  meantime,  w»e  may  remark  the  estimates  of  the 
canal  board,  in  their  celebrated  report  in  April,  1840, 
of  the  future  revenues  of  the  canals,  bid  fair  to  be 
realized  by  the  results  of  this  year.  The  aggregate 
canal  revenues  during  the  ensuing  six  years,  on  the 
estimate  will  be  $13,595,165,  giving  an  average  in- 
come of  $2,265,860  annually,  and  leaving,  at  the  end 
of  the  six  years,  an  annual  income  of  about  2,600,000 
dollars.  How  long  will  it  take  the  additional  trade 
from  the  Wabasli  and  Erie  canal,  the  Ohio  canals,  and 
the  state  of  Michigan,  to  bring  our  tolls  up  to  the 
latter  amount.  [JV£w  ForA;  Express. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

An  ancient  and  valuable  discovery.  Our  friend 
Hugh  Maxwell,  esq.  exhibited  to  us  the  other  day 
the  original  charier  of  this  city,  supposed  to  be  irreco- 
verably lost,  but  which  has  been  found  and  is  now 
about  being  properly  secured.  It  contains  the  signa- 
ture of  George  Thomas,  the  lieut.  governor  under 
George  II.  in  the  15th  year  of  his  reign,  and  is  dated 
May  1,  1742,  now  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  It 
was  recorded  in  the  recorder’s  office  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  book  B,  page  75,  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1744,  and  is  signed  “Thomas  Cookson,  recorder.” 
There  is  a plan  annexed  of  the  city,  containing  all 
the  streets  and  alleys,  as  they  exist  at  present,  laid 
down  with  a nicety  of  precision  that  is  best  known 
to  those  who  have  grown  up  in  our  old  town,  and 
know  all  its  divisions  and  sub-divisions.  It  is  quite 
a curiosity,  and  has  borne  the  finger  of  time  very  fa- 
vorably. [ Lancaster  Journal. 

Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  The  Pittsburg 
Chronicle  mentions  a late  decision  made  by  the  court 
in  session  in  that  city,  in  the  case  of  Hopkins,  super- 
intendent of  the  Cumberland  road,  against  Stockton 
and  Stokes.  The  action  was  brought  in  Fayette 
county  to  recover  $6,000  of  tolls,  for  stages  passing 
on  the  road  carrying  the  U.  S.  mail.  The  defence 
set  up  was  that  the  mail  being  the  property  of  the 
U.  S.  the  vehicle  transporting  it  was  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  toll.  Judge  Ewing  decided  in  favor 
of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  and  the  case  went  up  by 
writ  of  error  to  the  supreme  court. 

U.  S.  Bank.  We  learn  that  suits  have  been  insti- 
tuted against  Mr.  Cowperthwaite;  late  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  also  against  his  sureties,  by  the 
assignees  of  that  institution.  The  suits  are  instituted, 
we  presume,  to  recover  the  balance  of  Mr.  Cowper- 
thwaite’s  indebtedness  to  the  bank,  as  reported  by  the 
stockholders’  committee  in  April  last. 

We  furthermore  learn,  that  suits  have  been  insti- 
tuted by  one  of  our  citizens,  against  a number  of  in- 
dividuals who  were  members  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  1839.  The 
last  dividend  declared  by  the  bank  was  in  that  year. 
The  suits  are  understood  to  be  instituted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  a claim  against  the  bank  under  a 
provision  of  its  charter,  which  is  as  follows:  “If  the 
directors  of  the  bank  shall  make  any  dividends  which 
shall  impair  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  the  direc- 
tors consenting  thereto,  shall  be  liable  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacities  to  such  corporation  for  the  amount 
of  stock  so  divided;  and  each  director  present  when 
such  dividend  shall  be  made,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be 
consenting  thereto,  unless  he  forthwith  enter  his 
protest  on  the  minutes  of  the  board,  and  give  public 


notice  to  the  stockholders  of  the  declaring  of  such 
dividend.”  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

Coal  Trade.  The  Philadelphia  American  remarks 
that  the  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania  can  scarcely  be 
estimated  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  adds: 

The  supply  is  so  vast,  and  the  demand  so  constantly 
increasing,  that  calculations  of  the  ultimate  value  of 
the  trade  can  hardly  be  made  with  any  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. Judge  Banks  has  spoken  well  on  this  subject. 
He  says  that  the  coal  trade  is  but  in  its  infancy.  It 
is  destined  to  a constant  and  great  increase.  In  many 
places  it  is  now  the  only  fuel  used  for  a variety  of 
purposes,  and  will  soon  be  used  for  all  purposes  to 
which  fuel  is  applied.  Notwithstanding  our  great 
abundance,  coal  is  imported  from  England  in  large 
quantities,  and  our  colliers  are  compelled  to  compete 
with  the  labor  which  only  costs  ten  cents  a- day.  This 
is  the  greatest  injustice  to  this  valuable  portion  of 
our  citizens.  The  value  of  anthracite  coal  is  becom- 
ing every  day  more  fully  known.  Soon  all  our  steam 
engines,  whether  on  land  or  water,  will  use  no  fuel 
but  coal.  Here  is  a vast  field  for  its  consumption. 
Its  successful  use  in  the  smelting  and  refining  of  iron 
ore  is  now  certain.  Its  general  application  to  the 
purposes  of  art  will  increase  its  demand  and  augment 
its  trade,  so  as  to  make  the  minerals  of  Pennsylvania 
not  only  a source  of  wealth,  but  even  a blessing  to 
the  nation.  

Pottsville  and  Reading  Rail  Road.  The  Potts- 
ville  Emporium  says:  The  work  on  this  important 
improvement  is  rapidly  progressing,  and  we  have  the 
best  assurances  that  our  borough  will  be  enlivened 
by  the  arrival  of  a locomotive  in  the  course  of  a very 
few  weeks.  The  bridges  at  and  near  Schuylkill 
Haven,  are,  we  understand,  bolh  finished — and  the 
contractors  are  actively  engaged  in  laying  rails  above 
and  below  that  place. 

The  Reading  Journal  says:  It  will  be  gratifying  to 
the  friends  of  this  noble  work,  to  learn,  that  the  en- 
tire route  from  this  borough  to  Pottsville  will  be 
completed  by  the  middle  of  December,  so  as  to  admit 
of  coal  been  conveyed  directly  from  the  mines  to 
Philadelphia.  One  individual,  as  we  are  informed, 
has  already  contracted  for  the  delivery  of  50  tons 
daily,  upon  the  opening  of  the  road. 

For  some  time  past  coal  has  been  taken  from  this 
place  to  Philadelphia  by  the  cars.  It  is  found  that 
coal  may  be  taken  from  the  boats  here,  carted  to  the 
depot  and  placed  in  the  cars,  and  deposited  in  the 
coal  yards  in  Broad-street,  at  a saving  of  50  cents 
per  ton. 

The  arrival  of  the  steamboat  “Edward  Coleman,” 
at  Lancaster,  is  thus  annonneed  in  the  papers  of  that 
city.  The  incident  may  well  cause  exultation,  as  it 
forms  a new  and  important  era  in  the  prosperity  of 
that  city. 

Port  of  Lancaster.  Arrival  of  a steamboat  on  the 
Conestoga! — Huzza.  We  find  the  following  gratifying 
intelligence  in  the  “Intelligencer”  of  yesterday: 

The  steamboat  11  Edward  Coleman,'"  arrived  yester- 
day at  12  o’clock,  from  Philadelphia,  via  the  Susque- 
hanna canal  and  Conestoga  Slackwater  navigation, 
and  is  now  lying  at  Graeff’s  Landing!  So  that  our 
ancient  city  is  at  last  a port  of  entry!  The  genius  of 
her  native  son,  Fulton  is  about  to  be  felt  practically 
within  her  own  borders! 

We  learn  that  the  “Edward  Coleman”  is  a very 
excellent  boat,  and  has  already  towed  several  craft 
across  the  dam,  at  “the  mouth,”  now  very  nearly 
complete — performing  her  trips  with  perfect  ease 
and  great  despatch.  This  too  was  done,  let  it  be 
remarked,  when  the  dam  was  in  an  unfinished  state. 
We  record  this  as  a new  era  in  the  history  of  our  city! 

The  “Edward  Coleman”  leaves  Graeff’s  wharf  this 
morning  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  the  city  se- 
veral boats  to  transport  merchandise  now  stored  at 
the  landing  and  mills  on  the  Conestoga.  We  learn 
that  the  company  intend  making  such  arrangements 
this  winter  as  will  ensure  to  the  public  constant  and 
regular  transportation  of  merchandise  to  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  on  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the 
spring. 

Military  encampment.  The  Reading  Pa.  Ga- 
zette speaks  of  a grand  military  encampment  to  be 
held  in  that  borough  some  time  in  May  next.  It  is 
intended  (says  the  Gazette)  to  be  one  of  the  most 
splendid  things  of  the  kind  ever  got  up  in  the  United 
States.  The  intention  no  doubt  is  very  great  and 
magnificent — and  so  we  hope  the  accomplishment  of 
it  may  be.  But  the  grand  encampment — distinctively 
and  especially  the  encampment  of  the  season — is  to  be 
held  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  in  the  month  of 
May  next. 

A suitable  piece  of  ground,  we  understand,  has 
been  selected  for  the  camp  within  a few  miles  of  the 
city — a beautiful  spot  forming  a sort  of  natural  am- 
phitheatre and  in  all  respects  well  adapted  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  assigned.  Other  arrange- 


ments are  in  progress  and  with  so  much  spirit  that  a 
promising  token  is  afforded  of  the  brilliant  success 
of  the  whole  affair.  Virginia,  Maryland  and  South- 
ern Pennsylvania  will  take  care  that  there  shall  be 
upon  the  spot  an  array  of  troops,  gallant  and  soldier- 
like, not  to  be  equalled  by  any  other  encampment  in 
the  union.  [Balt.  Amer. 

Great  powder  mill.  The  Pittsburgh  Gazette  re- 
cently contained  a particular  description  of  an  exten- 
sive powder  mill  just  put  in  operation  two  miles 
above  the  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela.  It  is 
erected  on  new  and  perfectly  secure  principles,  and 
belongs  to  Mr.  Andrew  Watson.  It  embraces  eleven 
spacious  buildings,  a boiler,  store  and  engine  house, 
mill,  pressing,  grinding,  glazing  and  drying  houses. 
It  is  an  extensive  and  most  perfect  establishment. 
The  Gazette  adds: 

Eleven  buildings  are  now  completed.  The  princi- 
pal range  front  400  feet  on  the  Monongahela,  and  are 
bedded  at  the  rear  and  ends  in  a high  bank  of  earth 
excavated  for  that  purpose.  They  stand  about  100 
feet  apart.  The  front  and  roofs  are  of  wood,  the  back 
and  end-walls  stone  two  feet  thick,  sobuiltagainst  the 
earth  that  in  case  of  explosion  its  force  may  be  spent 
towards  the  river,  removing  the  wood  work  and  leav- 
ing the  rear  and  end  walls  unharmed.  There  is  a rail 
road  along  the  whole  front  of  these  buildings,  for 
transporting  the  materials  and  the  manufactured  arti- 
cles from  one  building  to  another  in  the  progress  of 
the  manufacture. 

VIRGINIA. 

Dismal  Swamp  canal.  The  Norfolk  Beacon 
states  that  the  tolls  received  upon  this  canal  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  September  last  exceed- 
ed by  40  per  cent,  the  average  receipts  for  the  last 
five  years.  The  increase,  it  thinks,  is  owing,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  to  the  improvement  in  agricul- 
ture, and  the  increase  in  productions  in  North  Caro- 
lina. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  legislature  commenced  its  annual  session 
on  Monday  last,  the  22d  instant. 

GEORGIA. 

Inaugural  Address  of  Gov.  McDonald.  The 
flattering  evidence  afforded  me,  fellow-citizens,  of  the 
continuation  of  the  popular  confidence,  in  being 
called  for  a second  term  to  the  administration  of  the 
state  government,  renews  and  strengthens  my  obliga- 
tion to  the  people  to  use  the  power  they  have  confid- 
ed to  me  for  their  exclusive  benefit.  To  this  I now 
pledge  myself.  But  I can  accomplish  little  without 
your  co-operation;  for  the  period  at  which  1 enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  is  one  of  no  ordinary 
difficulty.  The  state  treasury  is  exhausted;  the  re- 
venue now  about  to  be  received,  not  sufficient  to  re- 
imburse the  expenditures  of  the  political  year  just 
ended,  cannot  be  made  available  for  future  exigen- 
cies; the  means  at  the  command  of  the  legislature, 
for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  government,  are 
confined  to  the  Central  Bank,  already  greatly  weak- 
ened by  the  heavy  drafts  heretofore  made  upon  it, 
and  upon  which  new  contributions  cannot  be  leviei^ 
to  any  considerable  extent,  without  periling  its  indis- 
pensable responsibilities,  and  destroying  its  usefulness 
to  the  people;  a great  public  work,  undertaken  and 
carried  on  half  way  to  completion,  and  which  is 
perhaps  identified  with  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
state,  is  to  be  sustained;  the  interests  of  education, 
moral  and  intellectual,  are  to  be  fostered;  the  public 
credit,  upon  which  depend  the  pride  and  honor  of  the 
state,  is  to  be  supported;  a question  difficult  and  em- 
barrassing, is  to  be  settled,  by  which  the  lives  and 
property  of  our  citizens  are  to  be  protected  from  the 
robbers  and  incendiaries  of  such  of  the  other  states, 
as  by  affording  them  a sanctuary  and  justifying  their 
outrages  constitute  themselves  accessaries  to  their 
crimes;  the  dreadful  disorders  of  the  currency  are  to 
be  healed  or  checked;  and  superadded  to  these  things 
we  have  to  struggle  under  the  pressure  of  the  new 
policy  of  the  national  government;  the  gratuitous 
and  unjustifiable  distribution  among  the  states  of 
millions  from  the  treasury,  already  reduced  by  the 
public  necessities  almost  to  bankruptcy;  the  enact- 
ment of  a bankrupt  law  partial  and  unjust  in  its  ope- 
ration, and  corrupting  and  demoralizing  in  its  ten- 
dency, and  a renewal  of  a system  of  duties  and  im- 
posts upon  a principle  which  but  a few  years  since 
jeoparded  the  integrity  of  the  union;  these  considera- 
tions constitute  this  a time  truly  of  difficulty  and  em- 
barrassment. But  according  to  the  emergency  must 
be  the  firmness  and  resolution  to  meet  it,  and  on  your 
aid,  gentlemen,  I confidently  rely. 

Whatever  measures  you  may  deem  it  necessary 
and  proper  to  adopt  for  the  good  of  the  state,  not 
repugnant  to  the  constitution,  and  having  a tendency 
to  suppress  evil  and  promote  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple, shall  have  my  sanction  and  cordial  support. 
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In  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  state,  I 
shall  as  heretofore,  be  regulated  by  a conscientious 
regard  for  the  public  welfare;  and,  in  discharging  the 
solemn  obligation  I am  about  to  renew,  “to  cause 
justice  to  be  executed  in  mercy,”  while  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case  presented  for  executive  action 
will  be  allowed  their  due  influence,  the  safety  of  so- 
ciety shall  be  with  me  the  paramount  consideration. 

We,  fellow  citizens,  are  servants  of  the  people,  and 
are  not  delegated  to  serve  ourselves.  Let  us  then 
dismiss  every  sentiment  of  ambition,  not  identified 
with  the  public  good,  bury  the  strifes  of  party,  and 
earnestly  invoking  the  presence  of  Him  who  can 
guide  us  aright  in  all  things,  proceed  to  the  discharge 
of  our  respective  obligations  to  our  country. 

ALABAMA. 

Legislature.  The  two  houses  assembled  at  Tus- 
caloosa on  the  1st  November.  The  honorable  Na- 
thaniel Terry,  of  Limestone  was  elected  president  of 
the  senate  without  opposition. 

Extracts  from  Governor  Bagby's  message. 

“The  banking  system  of  the  state  of  Alabama  con- 
tinues to  be  a subject  of  increasing  solicitude  and 
anxiety  with  the  community  at  large,  and  will,  1 trust, 
commend  itself  to  the  early  and  diligent  attention  of 
the  general  assembly.  This  system  has  been  in  ope- 
ration eighteen  years.  In  that  time  it  has  experienc- 
ed all  the  vicissitudes  of  prosperity  and  adversity,  to 
which  a period  of  that  duration  subjects  human  in- 
stitutions. It  has  passed  through  seasons  of  great 
prosperity,  calculated  to  develope  and  unfold  its 
abilities  and  usefulness;  and  it  has  experienced  the 
wintry  gale  of  adversity  to  a sufficient  extent  to  test 
its  energies,  and  the  correctness  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  founded.  Aided  by  the  full  light  of  ex- 
perience and  intimate  observation,  through  a long 
series  of  years,  the  grave  and  important  questions 
now  presented  for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
general  assembly  are,  whether  upon  a full  and  can- 
did review  of  the  operation  and  effect  of  this  sys- 
tem upon  the  public  interests,  it  has  answered  well 
the  ends  and  the  objects  of  its  establishment,  by 
furnishing  a circulation  of  steady,  undepreciated 
value;  affording  a safe  depository  for  the  public 
funds— and  furnishes  a reasonable  hope  that  it  will, 
by  the  success  of  its  operations,  continue  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  capital  stock;  and  finally  to  re- 
imburse that  capital,  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
faith  and  credit  of  the  state  are  solemly  pledged? — 
However  gratifying  it  might  be  to  a just  sense  of 
patriotism  and  state  pride,  to  be  able  to  give  an  af- 
firmative answer  to  all  these  questions,  candor  im- 
peratively requires  that  most  of  them  should  be  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  For,  although  it  is  with  plea- 
sure admitted,  that  the  public  funds  committed  to  the 
custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  bank,  and  forming  a 
part  of  the  capital;  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
redemption  of  the  stock,  depending  as  they  do,  upon 
the  sure  foundation  of  our  plighted  public  faith,  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  accident,  it  is  no  less  true,  that 
the  present  condition  of  the  banks  is  not  such  as  to 
afford  satisfaction  and  encouragement  to  the  com- 
n^mity,  either  in  regard  to  their  past  management 
or  to  inspire  full  confidence  in  their  future  success. 
The  large  amount  of  bad  and  doubtful  debts — the 
enormous  sums  due  from  individuals,  most  of  which 
will,  in  all  probability,  should  the  general  bankrupt 
law  go  into  effect,  be  settled  in  the  compendious  mode 
of  schedule  and  affidavit — and  the  fearful  encroach- 
ment already  made  on  the  capital  stock — are  consi- 
derations well  calculated  to  cast  the  most  ominous 
conjectures  on  the  success  of  the  whole  system. 

“Whether  the  failure  of  these  institutions  to  rea- 
lize the  reasonable  expectation  of  the  public,  is  ow- 
ing to  defects  inherent  in  the  system,  or  is  to  be 
found  in  the  manner  of  selecting  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  in  which  they  have  managed  the  affairs  of 
the  banks,  is  the  question  now  submitted  for  your 
candid,  deliberate  determination.  And  upon  the  cor- 
rect decision  of  that  question,  depends  the  fate  of  the 
banks,  and  the  circulating  medium  of  Alabama.  If 
the  defects  are  in  the  system,  and  are  radical;  they 
are  admitted  to  be  without  remedy,  and  the  system 
onght  to  be  abandoned,  at  least  as  soon  as  a proper 
substitute  could  be  provided.  And  I have  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  it  as  my  settled  opinion,  that  if  the 
present  mode  of  electing  directors  is  to  be  continued, 
the  sooner  the  state  bank  and  branches  are  wound  up 
the  better.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  defect  lies  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  directors  are  elected,  and 
in  which  the  affairs  of  the  banks  have  been  conduct- 
ed, it  becomes  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  apply  the  corrective,  and  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  will  insure  their  better  management  here- 
after. It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  differ  with  a 
majority  of  the  legislature,  in  relation  to  the  manner 
of  electing  bank  directors;  and  in  relation  to  many 
important  points  of  policy  in  the  management  of  the 
banks.  Whether  the  measures  recommended  by  me 


would  have  been  salutary  in  their  operation,  cannot, 
with  certainty,  be  asserted;  but  that  the  course  pursu- 
ed by  the  legislature  has  been  most  disastrous  in  its 
effects  upon  the  banks,  is  unfortunately,  no  longer  a 
problem.  But  for  the  settled  conviction  resting  on  my 
own  mind,  that  in  the  present  state  of  society,  a paper 
currency  is  indispensable,  and  can  be  only  constitu- 
tionally furnished  by  the  states,  and  not  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  the  discouragements  I have  ex- 
perienced in  endeavoring,  so  far  as  Alabama  is  con- 
cerned, to  place  the  state  banks  on  a better  footing, 
would  have  induced  me  to  abandon  the  present  sys- 
tem altogether,  and  to  have  looked  to  some  other  ex- 
pedient, within  the  purview  of  the  constitution,  as  a 
substitute.  And  I still  think,  with  entire  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  others,  that  the  state  bank  system  is 
susceptible  of  being  rendered  a source  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  people  of  Alabama.  I believe  further, 
that  the  state  bank  system  is  destined  ultimately,  un- 
der some  modification  or  other,  to  furnish  the  paper 
circulation  of  this  union. 

“In  reflecting  upon  such  measures  as  would  most 
likely  tend  to  alleviate  and  improve  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  banks,  and  enable  them  to  regain  a 
sound  and  healthy  action,  the  following  have  occur- 
red to  me  as  most  likely  to  be  productive  of  that  de- 
sirable result;  and  they  are,  therefore,  with  becoming 
deference,  respectfully  recommended  to  your  consi- 
deration. Still  satisfied,  and  even  more  deeply  con- 
firmed than  ever,  in  the  correctness  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  present  mode  of  electing  directors  is  not  only 
erroneous,  but  will  prove  fatal  to  the  banks,  if  per- 
severed in,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  chang- 
ed, so  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  no- 
minate double  the  number  to  be  elected,  and  for  the 
senate,  or  the  two  houses  jointly,  to  select  from  that 
number  the  directors  for  each  bank.  The  presidents, 
should  I think,  be  elected  as  at  present,  by  joint  vote 
of  the  two  houses.  Iam  also  of  opinion,  that  the 
number  of  directors  should  be  reduced  to  two,  and  a 
president  for  each  bank;  that  they  be  paid  a sufficient 
salary  to  secure  the  best  financial  talents;  and  that 
they  be  required  to  devote  their  constant  time  and 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  banks,  until  they  are 
in  a condition  to  resume  specie  payments.  It  will 
be  proper  also  to  adopt  suitable  measures  to  compel 
punctual  attention  to  their  duties,  and  to  punish  them 
for  negligence  or  malpractice  in  office. 

“No  doubt  it  will  be  objected  to  the  proposition  to 
reduce  the  number  of  directors,  that  it  is  aristocratic 
to  take  power  from  a large  and  bestow  it  on  a smal- 
ler number;  and  that  the  proposition  to  increase  the 
compensation,  is  anti-republican  in  its  tendency. — 
These  objections  sound  loftily  in  theory,  and  are 
strictly  correct  in  practice.  But  the  mistake,  the 
entire  mistake,  consists  in  their  application  to  the 
present  case.  Who  ever  heard  of  a man  seeking  the 
appointment  of  a bank  director  either  from  patriotic 
motives  or  for  the  distinction  it  confers?-  On  the  con- 
trary, the  accounts  of  many  of  the  directors,  from 
1834  to  1837,  prove  that  they  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a much  more  powerful  motive  than  the 
love  of  country  or  the  love  of  fame. 

“And,  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  it  may  be 
safely  affirmed,  that  no  greater  or  more  fatal  error 
has  been  or  can  be  committed,  in  regard  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  banks,  than  that  they  ought  to  be 
conducted  on  what  are  usually  termed  popular  prin- 
ciples. The  office  of  bank  director  certainly  would 
be,  of  all  others,  the  most  desirable,  if  the  capital  of 
the  bank  was  increased  by  being  constantly  used, 
and  every  man  could  be  supplied  with  whatever 
amount  his  necessities  required,  whether  he  was 
able  to  pay  it  or  not.  But  this  not  being  the  case, 
the  capital  being  borrowed,  no  man  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  borrow  unless  he  be  able  and  willing  to 
pay.  Equally  delusive  and  ruinous  to  the  banks  will 
be  found  the  fanciful  expectation  of  obtaining  com- 
petent talents  to  manage  the  laborious  and  multifa- 
rious concerns  of  a banking  institution,  already  ex- 
tensively embarrassed,  ably  and  successfully  without 
adequate  compensation.  It  may  be  remarked,  as  a 
general  rule,  both  in  regard  to  public  and  private  af- 
fairs, that  those  who  are  willing  to  labor  for  nothing, 
fall,  must  usually,  under  the  denomination  of  hard 
bargains.  This  remark  does  not,  of  course,  refer  to 
offices  which  confer  great  political  distinction,  which 
are  doubtless  sought,  in  many  instances,  even  at  an 
entire  sacrifice  of  every  thing  like  pecuniary  emolu- 
ment, from  a love  of  honest  fame  and  the  more  en- 
nobling feeling  of  patriotism.  But  so  far  as  our 
banks  are  concerned,  experience  furnishes  ample  tes- 
timony to  the  fact,  that  their  present  embarrassed 
condition  is  owing  in  a great  measure  to  the  election, 
in  former  periods,  of  directors,  who  accepted  the 
situations  without  any  stipulated  compensation  suf- 
ficient to  compensate  a man  of  ordinary  capacity, 
with  the  fixed  determination  to  compensate  them- 
selves. Volunteers  certainly  answer  admirably  in 
some  departments  of  service;  but  experience  has  am- 


ply proved,  that  they  are  not  always  the  appropriate 
corps  from  which  to  select  bank  directors.  The 
most  fatal  tendency  of  the  present  course  pursued, 
both  in  legislation  and  the  management  of  the  banks, 
is,  that  it  will  inevitably  place  them  under  the  con- 
trol of  their  debtors.  Let  this  state  of  things  be  once 
accomplished,  and  it  requires  no  participation  in  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  the  best  directed 
legislation  afterwards  will  be  of  no  avail. 

“Transacting  a large  portion  of  their  business  on 
long  time,  has  also  been  a prolific  source  of  evil  to 
the  banks,  and  one,  the  effect  of  which,  they  cannot 
much  longer  withstand.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully 
suggested,  that  the  banks  be  prohibited  from  discount- 
ing any  promissory  note  having  more  than  four 
months  to  run,  and  not  to  be  renewed  in  any  case; 
and  from  purchasing  any  bill  of  exchange  having 
more  than  six  months,  secured  by  two  good  endor- 
sers, and  drawn  against  shipments  of  produce,  at  least 
to  the  amount  of  the  bill,  or  actual  funds  at  the  point 
where  the  bill  is  to  be  paid.  The  present  amount  of 
circulation,  which  is  about  seven  millions,  is-believed 
to  be  entirely  adequate  to  the  sound  business  wants 
of  the  country,  and  ought  not  to  be  increased.  It  is 
particularly  recommended  to  enlarge  the  discretiona- 
ry powers  of  the  directors  in  regard  to  the  security 
and  collection  of  debts;  and  to  enable  each  bank  to 
appoint  a marshal,  with  the  same  powers,  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  bank  is  plaintiff,  as  are  now  exercised 
by  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties  throughout 
the  state.  The  salary  of  the  bank  attorneys  is  en- 
tirely too  low,  and  ought  to  be  increased  by  law;  or 
left  to  the  board  of  directors  within  a reasonable  limit, 
beyond  which  they  should  not  go. 

“I  also  consider  it  my  duty,  though  I admit  it  is  an 
unpleasant  one,  to  recommend  that  the  banks  be  re- 
lieved, at  least  for  the  present,  from  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  state  government.  It  is  a maxim, 
that  to  tax  and  to  please,  any  more  than  to  love  and 
be  wise,  is  a difficult  matter.  But  it  is  also  true,  that 
taxation  in  some  form  or  other,  is  indispensable  to 
the  support  of  government;  and  my  own  reflections 
long  since  led  me  to  conclude,  that  if  the  amount  was 
kept  down  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  government, 
the  more  directly  it  was  paid  the  better.  The 
people  are  then  constantly  sensible  of  the  amount  of 
the  contribution  exacted  from  them  for  the  support 
of  government;  and  they  take  care  that  they  never 
exceed  the  amount  absolutely  necessary  for  its  sup- 
port, administered  on  the  most  economical  scale. 
Whatever  may  be  the  correctness  of  this  view,  I 
have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  people  of  Alabama,  exhibited  on  so 
many  occasions,  to  believe  that  they  will  submit 
cheerfully  to  the  payment  of  a sufficient  amount  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  state  government;  more 
especially  when,  by  doing  so,  they  will  avert  evils  of 
greater  magnitude.  Indeed,  I feel  fully  satisfied, 
that  the  people  will  not,  for  a moment,  compromit 
their  high  claims  to  magnanimity,  by  leaning  on  the 
banks  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  state  government, 
when  those  institutions  are  not  in  a situation  to  re- 
deem their  own  notes.  It  were  superfluous  to  remind 
the  general  assembly,  that  taxation  is,  of  all  others, 
the  most  delicate  operation  of  a free  government, 
and  that  in  amount  it  ought  to  be  kept  down  to  an 
economical  standard;  and  be  so  regulated,  as  to  ope- 
rate with  as  much  equality  as  is  attainable  in  human 
affairs. 

“The  law  setting  apart  $200,000  annually,  in  aid  of 
the  valueless  sixteenth  sections,  operates  most  inju- 
riously on  the  interests  and  business  of  the  banks,  and 
ought  to  be  repealed.  It  is  admitted  that  the  appro- 
priation of  this  sum  is  directed  to  a most  commen- 
dable and  desirable  object;  and  if  the  banks  were  in 
the  full  tide  of  successful  operation,  I should  not  ad- 
vocate the  withdrawal  of  this  appropriation,  from  an 
object  dear  to  every  patriot,  and  deeply  interesting, 
if  judiciously  applied,  to  a part  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion. But  to  be  just  before  we  are  generous,  is  a 
maxim  that  holds  as  good  in  political,  as  in  moral  or 
legal,  ethics;  and,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
banks,  it  is  a departure  from  the  straight  pathway  of 
common  honesty,  which  is  always  the  best  policy,  to 
require  them  to  perform  acts  of  individual  accommo- 
dation or  public  munificence. 

“The  various  laws  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of 
bank  debtors,  are  believed  to  have  been  salutary  in 
their  operation,  and  while  they  continue  to  be  pro- 
perly applied  and  enforced,  need  no  alteration. 

“It  is  not  improbable  that  some  of  the  views  I have 
submitted  may  appear  unreasonable,  and  that  some 
of  the  measures  I have  recommended  may  seem  to 
be  harsh  and  rigorous.  They  have  been  reluctantly 
extorted  from  me  by  the  condition  of  the  banks,  and 
a deep  sense  of  the  high  and  solemn  obligations  of 
official  duty.  And  permit  me  to  add,  in  conclusion 
on  this  subject,  that  if  the  legislature,  in  their  wis- 
dom, should  be  able  to  devise  any  other  plan,  more 
likely  to  effectuate  the  objects  which  I feel  satisfied 
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we  have  alike  in  view,  it  will  receive  my  cordial 
sanction  and  approbation.  Impelled  by  a constant 
desire  to  preserve  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  state 
unimpaired,  I have  more  than  once  recommended 
the  propriety  of  providing  a permanent  and  efficient 
sinking  fund,  for  the  redemption  of  our  state  bonds, 
and  the  extinguishment  of  our  public  debt;  and  I 
avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  express  the 
hope,  that  the  legislature  will  keep  this  object  stea- 
dily in  view. 

“It  is  impossible  to  recur  to  our  banking  system, 
without  being  admonished,  that  it  is  based  on  bor- 
rowed capital,  and  that  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
state  are  solemnly  pledged  for  the  payment  of  that 
capital.  And  Alabama  owes  it  to  herself;  to  her 
past  history,  every  period  of  which  is  signalised  by 
devotion  to  sound  principles;  she  owes  it  to  her  future 
fame,  and  to  the  great  and  good  men  to  whom  she  is 
indebted  for  the  rich  inheritance  of  a written  consti- 
tution, to  pursue  such  a course  as  will  enable  her  at 
all  times  to  redeem  the  obligations  of  her  plighted 
faith  with  scrupulous  fidelity. 

“The  intimate  relations  subsisting  between  the 
state  and  general  governments,  and  our  liability  to 
be  affected,  either  for  good  or  for  evil,  by  the  action 
of  the  latter,  renders  it  proper  that  I should  notice 
some  of  the  measures  introduced  during  the  late  ex- 
traordinary session  of  congress,  most  of  which  have, 
unfortunately  as  I conceive,  become  laws  of  the  land. 
I am  well  aware  that  there  are  some  who  look  upon 
every  allusion  by  the  state  authorities  to  the  action 
of  the  general  government,  as  a species  of  imperti- 
nent and  officious  interference.  My  habit  of  thinking 
upon  this  subject  has  led  me  to  a different  conclusion. 
The  general  government  was  formed  by  the  states;  it 
can  only  be  altered  by  the  states;  it  is  responsible  to 
the  states  for  its  action;  it  was  constituted  a trustee 
by  the  states,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  in  relation 
to  such  matters,  and  none  others,  as  were  specially 
confided  to  it. 

The  ingenuity  of  the  friends  of  a national  bank,  in 
congress,  was  taxed  to  the  last  extremity,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  seem  to  evade,  while  they  violated 
the  constitution,  and  to  incorporate  some  institution 
of  this  kind.  Fortunately  for  the  country,  all  these 
attempts  were  unsuccessful — not  so  much,  it  would 
appear,  however,  from  a disposition  to  preserve  the 
constitution,  as  from  inability  on  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  a bank,  (or  fiscal  agent,  as  it  is  now  called), 
to  agree  among  themselves,  as  to  the  particular 
manner  in  which  th^t  instrument  should  be  violated. 
And  it  is  astonishinc^hat  the  president  of  the  United 
States  should  have  vetoed  two  bank  bills  for  consti- 
tutional reasons,  without  even  alluding  to  the  main 
reason  why  such  an  institution  is  unconstitutional — 
namely,  that  congress  has  no  power  to  incorporate  a 
national  institution  of  any  sort.  This  question,  like 
the  sword  of  Damocles,  is  still  suspended  over  our 
heads;  and  whether  this  state  of  suspense  is  to  ter- 
minate in  She  ultimate  triumph  of  the  constitution, 
or  in  the  prostitution  of  that  instrument  to  the  influ- 
ence of  a sordid  money  power,  is  a question  which 
belongs  to  the  future.  Unless,  however,  the  indica- 
tions of  the  times  are  grossly  deceptive,  the  people 
are  about  to  look  to  this  subject,  and  to  relieve  the 
country  for  ever  from  the  thraldom  and  the  corrup- 
tions of  a national  bank.  It  is  hoped  that  the  legis- 
lature will  continue  to  protest  against  the  establish- 
ment of  any  institution  of  this  kind,  by  whatever 
name  it  may  be  called;  and,  in  the  event  of  its  passing 
congress  in  any  shape,  against  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  in  this  state. 

“The  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,  as  it  is  styled, 
is,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  extraordinary,  as  well 
as  the  most  pernicious  act  of  American  legislation; 
and  contains  more  of  that  subtle  poison  which  is 
finally  to  neutralize  the  power  and  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  states,  unless  prevented  by  their 
constant  vigilance,  than  any  act  passed  by  congress 
- since  the  foundation  of  the  government.  This  mea- 
sure may,  with  truth,  be  said  to  violate  every  correct 
principle  that  could  be  embraced  within  its  provisions. 
It  violates  the  constitution  by  abolishing  a permanent 
source  of  revenue  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
thereby  creating  a necessity  for  increasing  the  duties 
on  imports,  which  must  operate  unequally,  and  the 
weight  of  which  must  fall  most  heavily  on  the 
southern  states.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  objection,  to 
say  that  the  act  is  not  to  operate  if  it  violates  the 
compromise  act  of  1833 — the  compromise  act  is  it- 
self a violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  It 
violates  the  articles  of  cession  from  the  ceding  states 
to  the  United  States,  by  distributing  that  which  was 
intended  to  be  held  as  a common  fund,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  the  states  jointly,  among  the  individual  states. 
It  is  an  act  of  wasteful  improvidence  to  give  away 
three  or  four  millions  annually,  when  the  national 
treasury  is  penniless,  and  places  congress  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  money,  and  taxing  the  neces- 


saries of  life,  in  order  to  support  the  government.  It 
involves  the  right  of  congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution  among  the  states,  in 
order  to  make  them  the  pliant  subjects  of  national 
ambition  and  national  power — for  there  is  no  diffe- 
rence between  giving  to  the  states  the  existing  reve- 
nue, thereby  creating  a necessity  for  additional  taxes, 
and  laying  taxes  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  purpose 
of  distribution. — It  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  make  donations  when  the  trea- 
sury is  bankrupt;  and  it  is  utterly  unworthy  the 
character  of  the  states,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
accept  them.  This  act  is  one  of  that  series  of  mea- 
sures intended  to  pave  the  way  for  the  permanent 
introduction  of  the  miscalled  American  system,  the 
effect  of  which  will  be  to  fasten  perpetual  burdens 
on  the  people  of  the  south,  in  order  to  protect  and 
foster  the  productions  of  labor  in  other  sections  of 
the  union.  If  this  law  remains  in  force,  it  destroys 
all  hope  of  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lands — a matter  more  interesting  to  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  than  any  other,  as  it  would  enable 
every  class,  even  the  poorest,  to  provide  homes  for 
their  wives  and  children,  at  a very  moderate  expense. 
It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  price  will  be  reduced 
while  a majority  of  the  states  are  interested  in 
keeping  it  up,  in  order  to  increase  the  distributive 
portion  to  which  eaeh  state  is  entitled.  The  true 
and  wisest  policy  of  this  government,  is  to  contribute 
as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  constitution, 
to  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  people;  and  not 
by  exhausting  existing  sources  of  revenue,  to  increase 
the  necessity  for  additional  impositions,  and  diminish- 
ing their  ability  to  become  interested  in  the  soil,  by 
acquiring  a home  which  after  all,  is  the  strongest  tie 
which  binds  a man  to  his  country. 

“The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  objections  which 
apply  with  great  force  to  the  law  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  The  17th  section 
of  this  act  presents  a subject  for  the  consideration, 
and  possibly  for  the  action  of  the  legislature.  It 
provides  “that  the  two  per  cent:  of  the  nett  proceeds 
: of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  since  th'e  first  day  of  September,  1819,  and 
reserved  by  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  territory  to  form  a constitu- 
tion and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  state  into  the  union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
original  states,  for  the  making  of  a road  or  roads 
leading  to  the  said  state  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
relinquished  to  the  said  state  of  Alabama,  payable  in 
two  equal  instalments;  the  first  to  be  paid  on  the  first 
day  of  May,  1842,  and  the  other  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1843,  and  quarterly  as  the  same  may  hereafter 
accrue.  Provided , that  the  legislature  of  said  state  i 
shall  first  pass  an  act  declaring  their  acceptance  of 
said  relinquishment,  and  also  embracing  a provision, 
to  be  unalterable  without  the  consent  of  congress, 
that  the  whole  of  said  two  per  cent,  fund  shall  be 
faithfully  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Alabama,  to  the  connection,  by  some  means 
of  internal  improvement,  of  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  bay  of  Mobile  with  the  Tennessee  river,  and  to 
the  construction  of  a continuous  line  of  internal  im- 
provements from  a point  on  the  Chatahoochie  river, 
opposite  West  Point,  in  Georgia,  across  the  state  of 
Alabama,  in  a direction  to  Jackson  in  Mississippi.” 

“This  section  of  the  act  relinquishes  to  Alabama 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  this  state,  and  which  was  reserved 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  act  for  our  admission 
I into  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a road  or 
roads  to  the  state.  It  is  not  perceived  that  this  pro- 
vision in  the  act  of  congress,  would  commit  us  to  any 
extent  to  the  distribution  principle.  If  that  is  to  be 
the  effect  of  accepting  it,  I,  for  one,  should  be  for 
rejecting  it  without  regard  to  consequences. 

“It  is  certain  that  the  two  per  cent,  arising  from  : 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  this  state,  can  never 
become  the  property,  or  form  a part  of  the  revenue 
of  the  U.  S.  without  our  consent;  and  perhaps  the 
most  correct  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject  is,  that 
we  are  equitably  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it. 

“If  the  legislature  should  acquiesce  in  the  correct- 
ness of  this  view,  the  only  remaining  question  will 
be;  whether  they  will  now  or  at  a more  favorable 
period,  bind  the  state  to  furnish  the  additional  amount 
necessary  to  complete  the  two  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, contemplated  in  the  act  of  congress. 
The  entire  cost  of  these  works  may  be  estimated  at 
five  millions — the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent,  at 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars — hence  the  sum  to  be 
furnished  by  the  state  would  be  four  millions  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  A more  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  sister  states  of  Georgia  and  Mississippi, 
by  means  of  a permanent  work  of  internal  improve- 
ment is  certainly  a most  desirable  object,  if  we  have 
the  means  to  accomplish  it.  And  tiie  connexion  of 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  Mobile  bay  with  the 
Tennessee  river  is,  in  every  light  in  which  it  can  be 


viewed,  a matter  of  vast  importance.  It  would  brinsj 
us  into  intimate  connexion  with  one  of  the  finest  provi- 
sion raising  countries  in  the  world,  by  which  we  should 
annually  save  vast  sums  in  the  purchase  of  produc- 
tions directly  from  the  producers,  which  we  now 
have  to  purchase  in  the  first  instance  in  N.  Orleans; 
and  the  difference  of  exchange  on  the  articles  thus 
purchased  would,  in  a few  years,  be  sufficient  to 
construct  the  work.  A work  of  this  kind  would  also 
have  the  effect  of  connecting  the  two  great  sections 
of  the  state  more  intimately;  and  what  is  of  still 
higher  importance,  it  would,  in  that  emergency,  from 
which  the  most  pacific  and  enlightened  nations  can- 
not always  be  exempt,  afford  great  facility  in  the 
transportation  of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  pro- 
visions from  that  quarter,  to  which  in  time  of  need 
we  should  be  compelled  to  look  for  them.  The 
whole  subject  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  legis- 
lature without  a doubt,  that  they  will  dispose  of  it 
with  due  regard  to  all  the  high  and  important  consi- 
derations which  it  involves.” 

LOUISIANA. 

The  supreme  court,  at  its  late  session  at  Alexan- 
dria, decided  the  case  of  Mrs.  Jane  Rowley  vs.  C.  JV*. 
Rowley,  from  Concordia.  The  Red  River  Whig 

says: 

Tli is  case,  our  readers  may  recollect,  is  the  one  in 
relation  to  the  result  of  which,  in  the  district  court 
of  Concordia,  the  difficulty  arose  between  judge 
Tenney  and  Mr.  Rowley,  and  which  finally  led  to 
the  lamented  death  of  judge  Tenney.  Mrs.  Row- 
ley  had  sued  her  husband  for  a separation  of  bed  and 
board  and  of  property.  The  district  court  decreed 
that  she  was  the  owner  of  the  property  which  she 
inherited  from  her  father,  of  one-half  of  the  com- 
munity of  acquests  and  gains,  and  granted  her  a se- 
paration from  bed  and  board.  From  this  decision  an 
appeal  was  taken  to  the  supreme  court,  which  was 
decided  in  substance  as  follows: 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  annulled, 
avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  decreed  that  so  much 
of  the  plaintiff’s  demand  as  relates  to  a separation  of 
bed  and  board,  and  dissolution,  settlement,  and  par- 
tition of  the  community  of  acquests  and  gains  ex- 
isting between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  be  reject- 
ed and  dismissed.  It  was  further  adjudged  that  the 
plaintiff,  Jane  Rowley  be  restored  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  her  paraphernal  estate,  separate  and  apart 
from  the  assistance  and  interference  of  her  husband, 
and  that  she  recover  judgment  against  him  for  the  sum 
of  $43,900 — that  sum  consisting,  principally,  of  the 
proceeds  of  one-third  of  the  price  of  the  Marengo 
plantation. 

Judge  Garland  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
which  was  a long  and  able  one. 

INDIANA. 

Early  history  of  Indiana.  John  D.  Dillon,  esq. 
of  Logansport,  is  the  gentleman  to  whom  allusion 
was  some  time  since  made  in  the  public  journals,  as 
being  engaged  in  writing  the  “Early  History  of  In- 
diana.” Much  of  his  time  for  several  years  past,  as 
we  learn,  has  been  devoted  to  this  arduous  undertak- 
ing— and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  his  indefatiga- 
ble and  persevering  efforts  have  resulted  already  in 
the  accumulation  of  a vast  amount  of  most  interest- 
ing and  valuable  data,  from  which,  aided  by  such  ad- 
ditional facts  as  will  be  comparatively  easy  of  ac- 
cess, it  will  be  in  his  power  to  produce  a work  pos- 
sessing high  claims  to  public  approval  and  patron- 
age. Mr.  D.  passed  through  this  place  some  two 
weeks  since,  on  his  way  to  Vincennes,  Corydon, 
Louisville,  Ky.  and  other  points,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  as  many  of  the  pioneers  of  the  west  as  possi- 
ble, and  of  drawing  from  such  other  sources  as  he 
may  be  able,  what  may  yet  be  wanting  to  complete 
the  ground-work  of  his  plan.  The  manuscripts  and 
correspondence  of  a distinguished  citizen,  now  no 
more,  whose  history  is  intimately  connected  with 
that  of  the  territory  and  state  of  Indiana  from  the 
year  1810,  have,  we  believe,  mostly  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Dillon,  and  he  will  doubtless  draw 
from  them  much  interesting  matter  connected  with 
the  secret  history  of  the  west  during  the  late  war  with 
England. 

In  his  collection  we  saw  several  specimens  of  the 
paper  currency  used  among  the  French  traders  on 
the  Wabash  in  the  18th  century — all  of  which  were 
redeemable  in  peltries  and  furs.  But  the  most  inte- 
resting relic,  to  us,  was  the  first  treaty  ever  made  be- 
tween the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Miami 
nation  of  Indians,  which  appears  to  have  been  pre- 
served with  great  care  for  nearly  a century,  bearing 
date  as  it  does  in  the  year  1748.  This  treaty  is 
written  out  on  parchment,  indented  according  to  the 
English  form,  and  besides  the  signatures  and  seals  of 
the  English  commissioners,  and  the  names  and  seals 
of  the  principal  chiefs,  it  contains  the  marks  of  the 
latter,  each  in  the  form  and  similitude  of  a turtle — 
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rather  clumsily  drawn  ii  is  true,  but  presenting  very 

n.vieh  (he  fcppear&iv  v >f  the  animal  with  his  head 
elevated  and  his  feet  spread,  at.  the  moment  he  is 
about  to  plunge  beneath  the  wav.;  on  the  approach  of 
man.  [ Tippecanoe  Journal. 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois  vs.  John  Uelafield.  This  important 
case  is  now  on  trial  before  the  court  of  errors,  sit- 
ting at  Albany.  Samuel  Stevens,  esq.  is  counsel  for 
the  appellant;  and  for  the  respondent,  judge  William 
Kent,  and  Willis  Hall,  attorney  general.  About 
$360,000  is  the  amount  at  issue  in  this  appeal.  It  is 
understood  that  the  main  point  upon  which  the  ap- 
pellant’s counsel  will  insist  is,  that  the  courts  of  this 
state  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  case,  it  being 
cognisable  only  by  the  courts  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. [V.  Y.  Express. 

POLITI.CS  OF  THE  DAY. 

THE  HONORABLE  ANDREW  STEVENSON, 
Late  minister  to  England  has  returned  to  the  city 
of  Washington.  A number  of  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia as  he  passed  through  their  city,  were  anx- 
ious of  showing  their  respect  for  his  services  by  a 
public  entertainment,  but  he  declined  in  the  follow- 
ing reply: 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  18,  1841. 
Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  kind  letter,  congratulating  me  upon 
my  return  to  my  native  country,  and  inviting  me  to 
a public  dinner  at  such  time  as  may  best  suit  my 
convenience.  Few  things  would  have  afforded  me 
more  pleasure  than  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to 
have  met  so  many  of  my  personal  and  political 
friends,  and  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing to  them  in  person  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  such  a manifestation  of  confidence  and 
kindness.  Continued  indisposition,  however,  from 
my  late  distressing  voyage,  and  engagements  which 
I am  unable  to  control,  will  deny  me  this  pleasure, 
and  I must  throw  myself  upon  your  indulgent  kind- 
ness to  excuse  me  for  declining  your  proffered  invi- 
tation. 

For  the  too  favorable  estimate  gentlemen,  which 
you  are  pleased  to  place  upon  my  conduct  and  ser- 
vices, and  the  undiminished  confidence  expressed  in 
my  principles  and  future  course,  I pray  you  to  accept 
my  warm  and  grateful  acknowlegments.  These  ser- 
vices, and  greater,  had  I possessed  the  ability  to  ren- 
der them,  were  due  to  my  country,  and  its  approba- 
tion my  only  reward.  I receive,  therefore,  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  you  do  me,  with  all  the  sensibility 
that  the  subject  and  a sense  of  duty  can  inspire,  en- 
hanced as  it  has  been  by  the  very  kind  and  flattering 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  done.  And  I do  not 
utter  words  of  mere  form  and  ceremony,  when  I 
assure  you,  that  next  to  my  native  state,  there  is  no 
pai't  of  the  union  from  which  such  a compliment 
could  come  with  greater  welcome,  than  from  the  de- 
mocracy of  Pennsylvania.  Who  is  there  that  ought 
not  to  feel  proud  and  flattered,  when  such  men  come 
forward  to  cheer  and  honor  him  with  their  approba- 
tion and  confidence?  In  returning,  gentlemen,  after 
an  absence  of  so  many  years  abroad,  I may  yet  be 
permitted,  I hope,  to  say  that  I return  not  only  un- 
changed in  heart  and  sentiment,  but  more  devoted 
than  ever  to  my  country,  and  to  those  principles  and 
doctrines  of  our  republican  fathers,  upon  which  I 
have  acted  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  which  are 
identified  with  the  whole  course  of  my  public  life. 
These  are  the  principles  which  I shall  continue  to 
cherish,  and  carry  with  me  to  the  grave,  and  upon 
the  maintenance  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  depend 
the  success  and  triumph  of  our  free  institutions. 

I request,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  accept,  indivi- 
dually, assurances  of  the  cordial  esteem  and  re- 
spect, with  which  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obe- 
dient and  faithful  servant,  A.  STEVENSON. 

To  Messrs.  Dallas , Ingersoll,  Gilpin,  Rush,  iraux,  Pen- 
rdman,  Ash,  8fc.  8;e.  esqutres. 
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rights.  These  magistrates  were  called  Tribunes;  al  The  king  of  Great  Britain  possesses  the  veto  right, 


in  chief  selected  from  the  three  tribes,  into  which  he 
i had  divided  the  .city.  The  civic  tribunes  were  origi- 
nally chosen  from  the  Plebeians,  and  no  Patrician 
could  hold  the  office,  unless  he  had  first  been  adopted 
| into  a Plebeian  family.  Their  power  was  at  first  li- 
mited, but  at  the  same  time  extraordinary.  It  was 
: preventive,  rather  than  enforcing;  it  was  to  interpose 
i and  protect  the  people  from  oppressions  and  tyranny 
! of  their  superiors;  to  assist  them  in  redressing  their 
[ wrongs,  and  in  maintaining  their  liberties;  and  con- 
sisted in  the  utterance  of  but  one  word,  and  that  one 
“veto,”  I forbid.  These  officers  could  prevent  the 
discussion  of  any  question,  the  passage  of  any  law, 
the  execution  of  any  sentence,  the  levying  of  any 
taxes,  the  enlisting  of  any  troops,  almost  arrest  the 
I entire  machinery  of  government,  by  standing  up  and 
speaking  that  one  word  veto.  No  reasons  were  re- 
quired of  them;  no  one  dared  oppose  them;  their  veto 
I was  supreme!  As  originally  designed,  it  was  empha- 
tically the  people's  measures  for  the  people's  protec- 
, tion;  the  necessary  balance-wheel,  to  equalise  the 
powers  of  the  government,  which  had  hitherto  been 
I engrossed  by  the  rich,  and  give  the  people  that  in-  : 
terposing  check  which  the  alarming  tyranny  of  the 
Patricians  made  necessary.  It  was  the  first  attempt 
at  a democratic,  i.  e.  a people-ruling  institution,  and  | 
in  all  its  features,  save  that  of  unlimited  power,  j 
showed  the  humility  of  its  origin.  The  Tribunes  j 
‘ must  be  not  only  of  the  Plebeian  order,  but  they  had 
no  insignia  of  office,  save  a kind  of  beadle,  who  went 
before  them;  were  not  allowed  to  use  a carriage,  had 
no  tribunal,  but  sat  on  benches.  Their  doors  were 
open  night  and  day  for  the  people  to  prefer  their  re- 
quests or  complaints.  They  were  not  allowed  to  en- 
ter the  senate,  and  were  not  even  dignified  with  the 
name  of  magistrate;  as  designed  by  Sicinius,  it  was 
the  mere  unadored  majesty  of  the  people’s  voice,  as-  j 
similated  to  the  lowly  pretensions  of  the  people,  the  ! 
visible  exponent  of  their  will.  These  popular  traits 
did  not,  however,  long  remain.  The  grasping  ambi-  j 
tion  of  some,  the  restlessness  for  change  in  others,  I 
i soon  abused  the  power;  the  Tribunes  became  them-  1 
: selves  a greater  evil  than  they  remedied,  and  their 
authority  was  more  tyrannous  than  the  edicts  of  those  | 
they  were  created  to  oppose. 

Veto  became  a word  of  despotic  power.  The  de- 
crees of  the  senate,  the  ordinances  of  the  people,  the  ; 
I entire  arrangements  of  the  government  bowed  to  its 
supremacy;  and  such  was  the  force  of  the  word,  that 
not  only  could  it  stop  the  proceedings  of  the  magis- 
trates, which  Caesar  well  calls  “extremum  jus  tribn- 
norum ,”  but,  whoever,  senators  or  consul,  Patrician  ; 
or  Plebeian,  dared  oppose  it,  was  immediately  led  to' 
prison  to  answer  for  his  crime.  And  so  sacred  were 
the  persons  of  the  Tribunes,  that  whoever  hurt  them 
was  held  accused,  and  his  goods  were  confiscated. 
Sylla  was  the  first  who  resisted  the  gross  encroach- 
, merits  of  the  Tribunes;  but  on  his  death  they  regain- 
1 ed  their  influence,  and  henceforth  it  became  but  the 
r tool  of  ambitious  men,  who  used  it  to  the  almost  ruin 
of  the  state.  Such  was  his  abuse,  that,  as  Cicero 
| says,  the  popular  assemblies  became  the  scenes  of 
violence  and  massacre,  in  which  the  most  daring  and 
i iniquitous  always  prevailed.  The  perversion  of  the 
! original  design  of  the  veto  was  now  completed  by 
| the  arts  of  the  Emperor  Augustus,  who  got  the  tri- 
bunitian  conferred  on  himself,  which  concentrated 
; in  his  person  the  entire  an  uncontrolled  disposition 
i of  the  state.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  the  com- 
bination of  royal  and  veto  power,  and  its  assumption 
j was  all  that  was  wanting  to  make  the  king  a tyrant. 
From  this  time  it  was  conferred  upon  the  emperors, 
though  the  Tribunes  still  continued  to  be  elected,  with- 
out, however,  the  exercise  of  tribunitian  power,  until 
the  time  of  Constantine, when  the  office  was  abo- 
lished. 


fact,  constituted  as  the  British  government  is  the  veto 
is  entirely  unnecessary.  Such  is  the  powerful  agen- 
cy of  money  and  influence,  that  they  v.  iii  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  law  obnoxious  to  the  crown,  and 
the  king  can,  through  his  ministers,  so  trim  arid  shape 
the  proceedings  of  those  bodies,  as  to  accommodate 
them  to  his  views.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
taking  away  responsibility  from  the  monarch,  and 
resting  it  with  the  cabinet,  which  varies,  with  the 
changes  of  public  sentiment,  never  creates  an  emer- 
gency for  the  exercise  of  the  royal  negative.  The 
same  power  is  vested  with  the  king  of  Norway,  but 
if  three  successive  Storthings  or  Diets  repeal  the  re- 
solution or  decree,  it  becomes  a law  without  the 
king’s  assent,  though  he  may  have  negatived  it  twice 
before.  As  the  Storthing,  however,  sits  only  every 
third  year,  the  veto  of  the  king,  though  it  may  not 
eventually  be  ratified,  has  yet  a prohibitory  on  any 
given  law  for  six  years.  It  was  thus  that  nobility 
was  abolished  in  Norway  in  1821.  The  king  had 
twice  vetoed  the  law,  passed  by  the  Storthing,  against 
the  further  continuance  of  the  nobility,  but  the  third 
Diet  confirmed  the  resolutions  of  two  former,  and  the 
law  became  established,  notwithstanding  the  royal 
negative. 

The  constituent  assembly  of  France  conferred  the 
veto  power  on  the  king  in  1789,  but  the  very  first  ex- 
ercise of  it  proved  his  ruin.  It  was  preposterous  for 
such  a body,  and  at  such  a time,  to  make  such  a pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  they  were  then  passing,  and 
as  affairs  then  stood,  when  judicious  temporising,  and 
not  royal  prerogative,  was  required.  It  was  equally 
preposterous  in  Louis  to  employ  it.  It  but  showed 
the  waywardness  of  the  popular  will,  which  could  at 
one  time  grant  such  a right,  and  at  another  punish  the 
exercise  of  it.  The  negative  is,  however,  held  by  the 
present  king,  though  it  has  never  yet  been  put  into  re- 
quisition. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  Cortez,  the  king  of  Spain 
was  vested  with  the  same  power,  and  it  still  forms  a 
provision  of  the  Spanish  government.  In  Poland  the 
veto  power  assumed  another  shape.  It  was  centred 
not  in  the  king,  but  in  the  former  republic.  Each 
member  of  the  Diet  could  by  his  Nic  Pozwalam  (I 
do  not  permit  it)  prevent  the  passage  of  any  resolu- 
tion, and  defeat  the  operations  o L the  rest.  On  the 
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THE  VETO  POWER— ITS  HISTORY. 

From  the  Savannah  Georgian. 

. The  veto  power  originated  with  "the  ancient  Ro- 
mans, and  was  the  first  essay- of  the  common  people 
of  the  republic  towards  the  securing  of  their  proper 
liberties.  The  Plebeians,  having  been  oppressed  by 
the  Patricians,  at  the  instigation  of  Sicinius,  260 
years  after  the  founding  of  the  city,  made  secession 
to  a mountain,  three  miles  distant  from  Rome,  (ever 
after  termed  Mans  SacerJ,  and  would  not  return  to 
the  city  until  they  had  received  from  the  Patricians 
compliance  with  their  demand,  and  the  solemn  assu- 
rance, that  the  common  people  should  elect  magis- 
trates, whose  persons  should  be  sacred  and  inviolable, 
to  whom  they  could  commit  the  protection  of  their 


The  early  operation  of  the  veto  power  in  Rome 
was  good,  the  subsequent  disastrous.  At  first  it  pro- 
tected the  people,  gave  them  a voice  in  the  legisla- 
tive assemblies,  and  secured  their  liberties;  ultimate- 
ly it  oppressed  the  lower  orders,  excluded  them  from 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  made  them  the  pas- 
sive instruments  of  power-lusting  demagogues.  The 
first  civil  blood  shed  at  Rome  was  the  blood  of  Tibe- 
rius; the  Tribune  battling,  imprudently  indeed, 
against  the  oppressions  of  the  nobility.  The  last 
but  closed  the  sanguinary  series  of  intestine  wars, 
created  continued  and  tragically  ended  by  the  very 
perversion  of  that  power  which  was  at  first  designed 
to  give  peace  and  unity  to  the  Roman  nation.  So 
true  has  it  ever  been,  that  the  delegated  power  of 
the  people  when  abused  has  always  reverted  to  their 
own  destruction.  Having  traced  the  veto  power 
from  the  simple  word  of  Tribune,  to  the  imperial 
exercise  of  its  rights  in  Rome,  we  are  prepared 
to  come  down  to  modern  times,  and  cite  a few 
instances  of  its  adoption  and  influence  in  European 
; states. 


partition  of  Poland,  Russia  confirmed  this  liberum 
veto  to  the  Polish  assembly  with  the  sinister  design  of 
thereby  frustrating  any  effective  or  independent  le- 
gislation; well  knowing  that  in  its  then  distracted 
state,  the  continuance  of  this  individual  veto  wrould 
he,  as  it  proved,  destructive  to  harmony  of  action  and 
unity  of  design,  and  the  Nic  Pozwalam  of  the  Polish 
representative  has  been  but  an  apple  of  discord  to 
that  noble  hut  suffering  people. 

Upon  the  proceedings  of  the  American  colonial 
assemblies,  there  existed  a double  negative,  or  veto; 
one  vested  in  the  royal  governor,  the  other  in  the 
king.  By  the  royal  governors  the  right  was  often 
exercised,  and  the  king  frequently  signified  his  dis- 
allowance of  acts  which  had  not  only  passed  the  co- 
lonial assemblies,  but  even  been  sanctioned  by  the 
governor.  This  feature  was  one  strongly  set  forth 
as  a prime  grievance,  in  recounting  the  injuries  and 
usurpations  of  the  British  monarch,  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  its  exercise  was  highly  repug- 
nant to  the  interests  of  America. 

Dr.  Franklin  in  the  debates  of  the  federal  con- 
vention, thus  shows  the  influence  of  the  veto  power 
under  the  proprietary  government  of  Penn: 

“The  negative  of  the  governor  was  constantly 
made  use  of  to  extort  money.  No  good  law  what- 
ever could  be  passed  without  a private  bargain  with 
him.  An  increase  of  salary,  or  some  donation,  was 
always  made  a condition;  till,  at  last,  it  became  the 
regular  practice  to  have  orders  in  his  favor  on  the 
treasury  presented  aiong  with  the  bills  to  be  signed, 
so  that  lie  might  actually  receive  the  former  before 
he  should  sign  the  latter.  When  the  Indians  were 
scalping  the  western  people,  and  notice  of  it  arrived, 
the  concurrence  of  the  governor  in  the  means  of  self- 
defence  could  not  be  got  until  it  was  agreed  that  his 
estate  should  be  exempted  from  taxation;  so  that  the 
people  were  to  fight  for  the  security  of  Iris  property, 
whilst  he  was  to  have  no  share  of  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation.” 

At  first  sight,  then,  it  appears  strange  that  the  fra- 
mers of  our  constitution,  when  they  were  originating 
a new  government,  which  should  combine  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past,  without  borrowing  any  of  its  de- 
fects, should  bring  in  such  a power,  the  operation  of 
which  had  proved  so  baneful,  and  which  had  already 
been  so  strongly  reprobated.  But  such  was  the  fact. 
The  war  of  the  revolution  over,  the  articles  of  con- 
federation alone  bound  the  states  together,  and  the 
re-action  which  took  place  in  several  places  urgent- 
ly demanded  some  new  form  of  compact  more  ade- 
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quate  for  the  purposes  of  government,  and  more  con- 
sonant with  the  altered  condition  of  affairs.  Upon 
the  25th  May,  17o7,  the  fed;  ml  convention  met  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Having  organized  them- 
selves by  the  choice  of  proper  officer  ' and  the  adop- 
tion of  necessary  rules,  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia, 
opened  the  business  of  the  convention  by  proposing, 
on  the  29th  May,  a scries  of  resolutions,  embodying 
his  views  as  to  what  the  crisis  required;  and  on  the 
same  day  general  Charles  Pinckney,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, laid  before  the  delegates  the  draught  of  a fede- 
ral government,  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  free 
and  independent  states  of  America.  The  veto  power 
entered  into  the  schemes  of  both  these  gentlemen, 
though  centered  by  them  in  different  points.  The  8th 
resolution  of  Mr.  Randolph  says: 

“ Resolved , That  the  executive  and  a convenient 
number  of  the  national  judiciary  ought  to  compose  a 
council  of  revision,  with  authority  to  examine  every 
act  of  the  national  legislature  before  it  shall  operate, 
and  every  act  of  a particular  legislature  before  a ne- 
gative thereon  shall  be  final;  and  that  the  dissent  of 
said  council  shall  amount  to  a rejection,  unless  the 
act  of  the  national  legislature  be  again  passed,  or  that 
of  a particular  legislature  be  again  negatived  by— — 
of  the  members  of  each  branch.” 

The  article  embracing  this  feature  in  the  draught 
of  Mr.  Pinckney  reads  thus: 

“Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  legislature 
shall  be  presented  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  his  revision;  if  he  approves  it,  he  shall 
sign  it;  but  if  he  does  not  approve  it,  he  shall  return 
it,  with  his  objections  to  the  house  it  originated  in; 
which  house,  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  present, 
notwithstanding  the  president’s  objections,  agree  to 
pass  it,  shall  send  it  to  the  other  house,  with  the  pre- 
sident’s objections;  where,  if  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  also  agree  to  pass  it,  the  same  shall 
become  a law.  And  all  bills  sent  to  the  president, 

and  not  returned  by  him  within days,  shall 

be  laws,  unless  the'  legislature,  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  their  return,  in  which  case  they  shall  not  be 
laws.” 

Mr.  Randolph’s  views  were  evidently  based  on  the 
suggestions  of  Mr.  Madison;  for  that  gentleman,  in 
a letter  to  Mr.  Randolph,  a few  weeks  previous, 
urged  the  same  idea  of  a negative  by  the  national  go- 
vernment, “in  all  cases  whatsoever,  on  the  legislative 
acts  of  the  state,  as  the  king  of  Great  Britain  here- 
tofore had.” 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Randolph  became  the  basis 
on  which  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  com- 
menced, and,  as  Mr.  Madison  says,  “to  the  develop- 
ments, narrat  ions  and  modifications  of  which,  the  plan 
of  government  proposed  by  the  convention  may  be 
traced.” 

Let  us,  then  follow  out  the  discussions  of  this  body 
until  the  suggested  joint  revision  by  the  executive 
and  judiciary  became  altered  to  the  single  negative 
of  the  president.  On  the  4th  June  the  first  clause  of 
Mr.  Randolph’s  eighth  resolution  was  taken  up;  but 
Mr.  Gerry,  from  Massachusetts,  doubting  whether  the 
judiciary  ought  to  have  anything  to  do  w'ith  it,  moved 
to  postpone  the  clause,  and  introduced  the  following 
amendment: 

“That  the  national  executive  shall  have  a right  to 
negative  any  legislative  act  which  shall  not  after- 
wards be  passed  by parts  of  each  branch  of  the 

national  legislature.” 

Rufus  King,  from  Massachusetts,  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, and  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Gerry  was  taken  up. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, of  New  York,  wished  to  strike  out  the  latter 
clause,  so  as  to  give  the  executive  an  absolute  negative 
on  the  laws;  but,  though  supported  by  these  gentle- 
men, it  was  opposed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Roger  Sher- 
man, of  Connecticut,  Madison,  Butler  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mason  of  Virginia;  and  was  therefore  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Butler  and  Dr.  Franklin  then  wished  to  give  a 
suspending  instead  of  a negative  power;  but  this  was 
overruled,  and  the  blank  of  Mr.  Gerry’s  resolution 
was  filled  up,  si(6  silentio,  with  two-thirds;  and  the 
question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  as  thus  stated,  it 
received  the  votes  of  eight  states,  Connecticut  and 
Maryland  voting  in  the  negative.  On  the  6th  June, 
according  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Madison  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  excluding  the 
judiciary  from  a share  in  the  revision  and  negative  of 
the  executive,  with  the  view  of  reinforcing  the  latter 
with  the  influence  of  the  former.  But  though  Mr. 
Madison  urged  the  plan  of  associating  the  judges  in 
the  revisionary  function  of  the  executive,  or  thereby 
doubling  the  advantages  and  diminishing  the  dangers, 
and  as  enabling  the  judiciary  better  to  defend  itself 
against  legislative  encroachments,  it  was  as  eloquent- 
ly opposed  by  Mr.  Gerry  and  others,  who  thought 
that  the  executive,  while  standing  alone,  would  be 
more  impartial  than  when  he  could  be  covered  by 
the  sanction  and  seduced  by  the  sophistry  of  the 


judges;  and  it  was  finally  rejected.  Two  days  after, 
at  the  conclusion  of  an  animated  debate,  the  suhiect 

of  giving  Ihe  national  legislature  a negative  on  tin 
s'  veral  state  laws,  which  was  first  suggest)  d to  the 
convention  byiMr.  Randolph's  resolutions,  and  s •!:: w — 
quently  brought  up  for  reconsideration  by  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney and  Mr.  Madison,  was  also  voted  down,  three 
states  in  the  affirmative,  seven  in  the  negative,  Dela- 
ware divided. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  Mr.  Hamilton  offered  to  the 
convention  a plan  of  government,  in  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  which  the  veto  power  was  unqualifiedly  con- 
ferred on  the  executive.  The  next  day,  Mr.  Gor- 
ham, from  Mass,  reported  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  reconsider  the  various  propositions  before 
the  convention,  and  the  tenth  resolution  of  that  re- 
port says:  “That  the  national  executive  shall  have  a 
right  to  negative  any  legislative  act,  which  shall  not 
be  afterwards  passed,  unless  by  two- thirds  of  each 
branch  of  the  national  legislature.”  The  convention, 
proceeded  to  take  up  the  several  articles  and  clauses 
of  this  report,  and  it  was  not  till  the  18th  July  that 
the  tenth  resolution  became  the  order  of  the  day;  it 
was  then  passed  nem.  con.  On  the  21st,  however, 
Mr.  Wilson  still  entertaining  his  original  views  as  to 
the  union  of  the  judiciary  with  the  executive  on  the 
veto  power,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
which  gave  rise  to  a most  interesting  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  Connecticut,  Mr.  Mason,  from 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Gouverneur 
Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  sustained  the  views  of  Mr. 
Wilson;  and  Messrs.  Gorham,  Gerry  and  Strong,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Martin  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  them,  and  the 
amendment  was  lost.  The  original  resolution,  there- 
fore, was  again  passed. 

Having  gone  critically  through  with  the  report  of 
the  committee,  the  various  resolutions  which  had 
been  agreed  to  were,  cn  Thursday,  26th  July,  refer- 
red to  a committee  of  detail,  to  report  on  Monday, 
August  6th,  a draught  of  the  constitution.  This  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Rutledge  was  chairman,  re- 
ported on  the  day  assigned,  and  the  veto  power  was 
conferred  by  the  13th  section  of  the  sixth  article. — 
This  paragraph,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  came 
under  discussion  on  Wednesday,  15th  August,  when 
Mr.  Madison  moved  an  amendment  which  revived 
the  previously  agitated  question  of  uniting  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  with  the  president  in  his  revi- 
sion and  rejection  of  laws  passed  by  congress.  Much 
debate  followed.  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Mercer  sup- 
ported Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Pinckney  opposed. — 
The  amendment  was  lost — three  states  voting  for  it, 
and  eight  against  it.  Having  thus  surveyed  the  sub- 
ject in  all  its  bearings,  the  constitution,  amended,  al- 
tered and  perfected,  was,  on  the  17th  September, 
1787,  signed  by  the  convention, 'and  constitutes  to  this 
day  the  basis  of  our  government.  The  veto  powder  in 
this  constitution  is  thus  expressed,  article  1,  sect.  7: 

“Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  house  of 
representatives  shall,  before  it  become  a law,  be  pre- 
sented to  the  president  of  the  United  States;  if  he  ap- 
proves, he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it 
with  his  objections  to  that  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at 
large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.” 

The  first  use  of  this  constitutional  power  was  by 
Washington,  who,  on  the  5th  April,  1792,  vetoed  the 
“representation  bill,”  which  originated  in  the  house 
of  representatives.  As  this,  from  its  priority,  is  an 
event  worthy  of  extended  notice,  we  give  the  circum- 
stance of  the  case,  as  briefly  related  by  Jefferson, 
then  secretary  of 'State: 

'■'■April  6th. — The  president  called  on  me  before 
breakfast,  and  first  introduced  some  other  matter, 
then  fell  on  the  representation  bill,  which  he  had  now 
in’his  possession  for  the  10th  day.  I had  before 
given  him  my  opinion  in  writing,  that  the  method  of 
appointment  was  contrary  to  the  constitution.  He 
agreed  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  common  under- 
standing of  that  instrument,  and  to  what  was  under- 
stood at  the  time  by  the  makers  of  it;  that  yet  it  would 
bear  the  construction  which  the  bill  put;  and  he  ob- 
served that  the  vote  for  and  against  the  bill  was  per- 
fectly geographical — a northern  against  a southern 
vote — and  he  feared  he  should  be  thought  to  be  tak- 
ing side  with  a southern  jiarty.  I admitted  the  mo- 
tive of  delicacy,  but  that  it  should  not  induce  him  to 
do  wrong,  and  urged  the  dangers  to  which  the  scram- 
ble for  the  fractionary  members  would  always  lead. 
He  here  expressed  his  fear  that  there  would,  ere 
long,  be  a separation  of  the  union;  that  the  public 
mind  seemed  dissatisfied,  and  tending  to  this.  He 
went  home,  sent  for  Randolph,  the  attorney  general, 
desired  him  to  get  Mr.  Madison  immediately,  and 
come  to  me;  and  if  we  three  concurred  in  opinion, 
that  he  would  negative  the  bill.  He  desired  to  hear 
nothing  more  about  it,  but  that  we  would  draw  up  the 
instrument  for  him  to  sign.  They  came— our  minds 
had  been  before  made  up — we  drew  the  instrument, 


Randolph  carried  it  to  him,  and  told  him  w '1  con- 
curred in  it.  He  walked  with  him  to  the  ■ and 
as  if  he  slill  wished  to  get  off,  he  said:  ‘And  you  say 

yon  approve  of  this  yourself.-’  ‘Yes,  sir,’  says  Ran- 
dolph. ‘I  do,  upon  my  honor.’  He  sent  it  to  the  house 
ol  representatives  instantly.  A few  of  the  hottest 
friends  of  the  bill  expressed  passion,  but  the  majority 
were  satisfied,  and  both  in  and  out  of  doors  it  gave 
pleasure  to  have  at  length  an  instance  of  the  nega- 
tive being  exercised.  Written  this  the  9th  April.” 

This  was  in  Washington’s  first  term.  Again  elect- 
ed, he  again,  on  the  1st  March,  1797,  vetoed  the  bill 
of  the  house  of  representatives  for  a military  estab- 
lishment. Neither  the  elder  £dams  nor  Jefferson 
employed  it.  President  Madison  vetoed  the  following 
bills,  all  but  the  bank  bill  originating  in  the  house: 

February  21,  1811.  Church  in  Alexandria. 

February  28,  1811.  Baptist  church. 

April  12,  1812.  Judicial  bill. 

November  6,  1812.  Naturalization. 

January  20,  1812.  United  States  bank. 

March  3,  1817.  Bonus  bill. 

President  Monroe,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  vetoed 
the  bill  of  the  house  of  representatives  “for  the  pre- 
servation and  repair  of  theCumbeland  road.” 

Following  on  the  views  of  President  Monroe  in  his 
veto,  President  Jackson  also  put  his  first  veto,  May 
27,  1830,  on  the  “Maysville  road  bill”  from  the  house. 
Also,  on  the  31st  May,  1831,  “an  act  to  authorise  a 
subscription  of  stock  in  the  Washington  Turnpike 
company.” 

December  17th,  1831. — “An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  building  light-houses,  light-boats,  beacons, 
monuments,  placing  buoys,  and  for  improving  harbors 
and  directing  surveys.” 

“An  act  to  authorise  a subscription  to  stock  in  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  company.” 

July  10th,  1832. — “An  act  to  modify  and  continue 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.” 

December  6th,  1832. — “An  act  providing  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  states  for  interest  on 
advances  made  to  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war.”  The  same  day  he  also  vetoed  the  harbor  bill. 

December  5th,  1833. — “An  act  to  appropriate,  for 
a limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  granting  lands  to  cer- 
tain states.” 

In  1834. — “An  act  for  making  an  appropriation 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river.” 

June  9th,  1836. — A bill  fixing  a day  for  the  meet- 
ing of  congress. 

And  on  the  3d  March,  1837,  virtually  vetoed  the 
currency  bill  of  the  senate. 

President  Tyler  vetoed,  August  16th,  1841,  the  fis- 
cal bank  bill,  and  on  September  9th,  1841,  the  fiscal 
corporation  bill. 

Such  is  a plain  history  of  the  veto  power.  As  it 
respects  the  several  states,  the  executive  in  some 
have  the  power,  in  others  not.  Those  which  possess 
the  negative  power,  such  as  is  given  to  the  president,  * 
are  New  York,  New  Plampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri and  Maine.  The  other  states  do  not  have  it  at 
all,  or  the  bill  when  returned  by  the  governor  may  be 
re-passed  by  a mere  majority. 

Of  the  ten  presidents,  five  have  made  use  of  the 
veto  power,  and  five  have  not. 

The  following  paragraph  in  relation  to  the  presi- 
dent’s veto,  is  taken  from  a late  number  of  the  Lon- 
don Times. 

“Mr.  Tyler,  the  new  president,  elevated  to  that 
office  without  any  popular  election,  by  a dispensa- 
tion of  Providence,  at  least  as  accidental  of  the  de- 
volution of  a hereditary  monarchy,  has  placed  the 
veto  upon  a bill  of  immense  importance,  (for  incor- 
porating a bank  of  the  United  States),  which  had 
passed  both  houses  of  congress,  merely  on  the  ground 
of  his  own  personal  convictions.  In  monarchical 
England,  the  sovereign  has  a veto,  but  it  has  never 
been  exercised  for  150  years;  yet  in  democratical 
America,  the  decision  of  the  people  is  intercepted 
from  taking  effect  by  the  will  of  a single  man,  and 
that  snail  not  chosen  for  the  purpose. 

“In  England  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  are  ex- 
ercised, not  according  to  the  private  opinions  of  the 
sovereign,  but  under  the  advice  of  responsible  minis- 
ters; but  in  America,  the  democratic  king  refuses  his 
assent  to  a law  because  it  is  contrary  to  his  indivi- 
dual judgment.  And,  to  make  the  case  still  stronger, 
this  is  done  upon  the  great  party  question  of  the  day; 
the  very  question  which  came  uppermost  during  the 
late  presidential  election,  and  on  which  the  con- 
stituency of  the  union  had  signified  their  will  by  re- 
jecting the  candidate  who  then  professed  views  simi- 
lar to  Mr.  Tyler’s,  and  elected  one  pledged  to  adopt 
an  opposite  course.  Our  readers  will  perceive  that 
we  regard  this  matter  merely  in  a constitutional  point 
: of  view,” 
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Bank  items.  U.  &>.  versus  the  U.  S.  Bunk  of  Pa 
The  Pennslyvanian  of  the  23d  says.  “St.  G.  T.  Camp- 
bell as  counsel  for  judgment  creditors  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  has  attached  the  debts  due  by  Messrs 
Webster,  Biddle  and  Riddle,  and  also  the  alleged 
$99,000  deposite  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Handy,  L. 
Lewis  and  others.  The  defendants,  we  learn,  are  com- 
pellable to  answer,  under  oath,  and  we  may  now  hope 
that  the  whole  truth  may  be  laid  before  the  people.” 

The  bank  of  theUnited  States  has  moved  lor  a rule 
to  show  cause  why  a new  trial  should  not  be  granted  in 
the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
and  has  filed  reasons. 

Joseph  Bibb  Terry,  late  teller  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of 
Danville,  Va.  against  whom  the  grand  jury  found  a true 
bill,  on  an  indictment  charging  him  with  robbing  that 
institution  of  $20,000  on  the  night  of  the  2lst  or  22d  Au- 
gust, has  been  tried  and  acquitted.  On  what  ground 
does  not  appear. 

A meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Schuylkill  Bank 
was  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday.  It  was  stated 
that  it  had  discharged  all  its  liabilities  excepting  the 
claim  against  ii  for  the  Lewis  frauds.  The  report  shows 
an  excess  of  $360,000  of  assets  over  liabilities. 

The  amount  of  duties  collected  at  Philadelphia  dur- 
ing the  year  1840  was  1,517.206  40 

For  the  first  three  quarters  of  1842  1,507,770  99 


Difference  only  9 435  71 

The  Union  bank  of  Mississippi,  according  to  the  Mis- 
siseippian,  has  made  an  assignment  of  all  its  effects  to 
three  of  its  creditors. 

New  Orleans  Bank.  The  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  subject  of  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  New  Orleans  banks,  have  made  their  report  to  the 
board  of  bank  presidents.  It  was  accepted  by  them 
and  referred  to  the  several  board  of  directors.  The  re- 
port recommends  Nov.  1,  1842,  as  the  day  for  the.  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments.  Accompanying  it  are 
sundry  recommendations  relative  to  settling  the  balances 
now  due  by  the  banks  to  one  another,  and  to  become 
due,  and  to  the  future  action  of  what  are  called  the 
weak  banks.  On  the  last  subject,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
strong  institutions  shall  furnish  the  means  to  the  weak 
ones,  to  put  themselves  in  complete  readiness  for  re- 
sumption, and  that  the  latter  shall  restrict  themselves  to 
a perfectly  safe  and  prudent  course,  by  drawing  in  their 
issues  and  confining  their  circulation  to  a low'  fixed 
standard,  while  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  former  to  fur- 
nish to  the  community  the  mass  of  currency  needed. 

The  Detroit  Advertiser  says,  “while  the  people  have 
been  suffering  a shave  of  from  12  to  50  per  cent,  the 
banks  have  been  growing  fat.  As  an  illustration;  our 
own  bank  of  Michigan,  in  1839  owed  the  United  Slates 
some  $80,000.  As  the  best  mode  of  paying  this  debt, 
a suspension  was  sought,  and  by  misrepresentation,  ob- 
tained, from  the  legislature.  Under  this  suspension  the 
bank  increased  its  circulation  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  which  flour 
and  pork  was  purchased.  This  was  sent  to  New  York, 
and  from  its  proceeds  the  bank  paid  off  its  debt  to  the 
United  States,  and  then  broke  down — leaving  this  in- 
creased circulation  upon  the  hands  of  the  people.” 

The  city  of  Buffalo  is  at  present  without  any  banking 
institution.  The  Albany  Argus  states  that  the  chancel- 
lor, on  the  application  of  the  commissioners  has  granted 
an  injunction  against  the  Commercial  bank  of  Buffalo — 
the  last  of  the  safety  fund  banks  of  that  city,  and  the  thir- 
teenth establishment  (including  free  banks)  that  has  been 
interdicted  within  the  past  twelve  months. 


by  early  frosts,  and  estimates  that  the  receipts  at  that  port 
will  not  exceed  325,000  bales. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  New  York  146,  of 
which  49  were  under  2 years  of  age,  27  died  of  consump- 
tion. In  Philadelphia  104,  of  which  37  were  under  2 
years,  and  two  over  one  hundred  years,  19  died  of  con- 
sumption. In  Baltimore  48,  of  which  11  were  under  one 
year  old,  10  were  free  colored,  and  2 slaves. 

Elections.  Reported  returns  for  all  the  counties  in 
Mississippi  but  six,  show  Tucker’s  (V-  B.)  majority  to  be 
1,754;  and  the  Vicksburg  Whig,  says  if  the  remaining  six 
counties  shall  have  voted  as  they  did  two  years  ago,  the 
majority  will  stand  at  2372. 

Exchanges  have  been  unfavorably  affected  during  the 
week.  Notwithstanding  upwards  of  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars have  gone  out  in  specie  from  the  single  port  of  New 
York  within  the  last  four  months  towards  keeping  down 
the  balance  against  us,  which  low'  tariff  has  invited,  yet 
even  these  heavy  remittances  have  not  sufficed  to  pre- 
vent foreign  exchange  from  advancing,  and  the  avidity 
to  obtain  specie  of  course  increases.  The  Boston  and 
New  York  banks  have  been  drawing  on  London  to  a 
considerable  amount  this  week,  and  yet  the  premium  ad- 
vances. 

Domestic  exchanges  have  also  become  worse.  New 
York  on  Boston  99g;  0!1  Philadelphia  4J;  Baltimore  3|; 
Virginia  6j;  North  Carolina  4j;  Charleston  1|;  Savannah 
2a2g;  Columbus  9;  Macon  11;  Florida  42j;  New  Orleans 
4;  Mobile  9|;  Tuscaloosa  10;  Nashville  11;  St.  Lewis 
10t;  Louisville  8j;  Cincinnati  12;  interior  of  Ohio  13;  In- 
diana 12g. 

Fires.  At  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  22d  a 
fire  broke  out  which  was  still  raging  on  the  24th,  and  the 
wind  blowing  heavily. 

All  south  Market  wharf,  and  the  buildings  down  to 
Whitney’s  wharf,  and  from  Prince  William  street  to  the 
water  have  been  burnt.  Also  the  new  Market  House, 
(into  which  large  quantities  of  goods  had  been  carried  for 
safety),  together  with  forty  vessels,  have  been  burnt,  in- 
cluding five  large  ships. 

A fire  occurred  at  New  York  on  the  20th  instant,  by 
which  it  is  stated  that  $300,000  worth  of  tea  was  de- 
stroyed. 

The  loss  of  property  by  the  late  fire  in  Vicksburg  is 
estimated  at  $60,000. 

The  woods  in  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  and  its  tribu- 
taries have  been  on  fire  for  several  days.  Much  valuable 
timber  had  been  destroyed;  and  the  fire  approached  the 
line  of  the  rail  road,  a few  miles  from  Suffolk. 

At  Providence  on  the  20th  a fire  destroyed  property  to 
value  of  $10,000  and  on  the  22d  about  $15,000  worth  was 
destroyed. 


Flour,  notwithstanding  shipments  were  making  of 
10,000  barrels  for  England,  had  declined  during  the  week 
in  the  New  York  market.  Genesee  is  now  quoted  at 
$6  62j  and  other  western  flour  in  proportion. 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  delivered  from  the 
Erie  canal  during  the  third  week  in  November,  at  the 
places  named  below,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Bbls.  Flour.  Bhls.  Wheat. 
Schenectady  532  1,727 

West  Troy  24,299  34,960 

Albany  53,436  7,964 


/Total  83,317  44,650 

A similar  depression  h is  taken  place  in  the  Baltimore 
market  where  it  is  now  quoted  at  from  $6  12£  to  $6  50, 
according  to  quantity. 

The  inspections  of  the  week  in  Baltimore  amount  to 
15,435  barrels  and  426  half  barrels. 


Blossburg  Coal.  This  coal,  obtained  in  Western 
New  York,  is  taking  the  preference  over  Liverpool  bitu- 
minous coal,  among  the  Atlantic  steamers.  The  Ro- 
chester Democrat  states  that  over  3,000  tons  have  been 
transporied  to  New  York  this  season.  The  Great  Wes- 
tern on  a late  trip  took  about  50  tons;  the  next  trip  she 
took  150,  and  has  ordered  more  for  the  next  voyage. 
Captain  Hoskin  pronounces  it  equal  to  the  Welch  coal 
for  general  use,  25  per  cent,  better  than  any  other  bitu- 
minous coal  he  ever  used. 

Butter.  The  New  York  papers  state  that  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  of  butter  are  on  the  way  to  New 
York,  via  Erie  canal,  from  Buffalo.  The  larger  portion 
of  this  supply  is  from  Ohio. 

Cairo.  It  is  stated  in  the  Sangamo  Journal  that  the 
state  has  now  become  specially  interested  in  Cairo  city, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  It  is  said  that  at  London, 
some  of  the  Illinois  bonds  have  been  exchanged  for  Cairo 
bonds.  • 

Cotton  market.  Notwithstanding  the  price  of  ex- 
change on  London,  the  price  of  cotton  in  New'  York  re- 
mains unaffected  and  the  article  is  dull  at  former  quota- 
tions. 

At  New  Orleans,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  quotations 
were:  (Liverpool  classificaiion)— ordinary  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana  8T;  middling  8ra8^;  middling  fair  9|;  fair  10; 
fully  fair  10^;  good  fair  llall^;  good  and  fine  121.  7’he 
sales  ranged  from  1,200  to  3,000  bales  per  day,  and  prices 
were  well  maintained.  The  news  by  the  Great  Western 
was  not  yet  received.  The  stock  was  87,495  bales. 

At  Mobile,  on  the  18th  instant,  fair  is  quoled  at  9fal0; 
middling  fair  9a9|;  ordinary  7ju8.  Holders  firm  at  those 
prices,  16,408  bales  against  11,762  same  time  last  year. 
The  Mobile  Advertiser  says  that  the  crops  have  suffered 


Fortifications.  From  a debate  in  the  British  house 
of  commons  on  the  ordnance  estimate,  we  find  that  the 
enormous  sum  of  £270.000  has  been  proposed  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  fortifications  at  Kingston,  U.  C.  One 
casement  redoubt  has  already  been  built  at  an  expense  of 
£70.000,  and  in  June  last  £25,000  were -appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  land  for  extending  the  works. 

Libel  suits  against  editors.  Cooper,  the  novelist 
brought  suit  against  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening 
Journal  for  remarks  made  in  that  paper  upon  some  of  his 
writings.  The  case  was  decided  last  week.  The  editor 
detained  by  the  illness  of  an  only  child  would  not  leave 
iis  bedside,  and  Cooper  refused  to  permit  the  case  to  go 
off  for  a day  or  two;  judgment  was  given  by  default  for 
$400. 

On^anothersuch  suit  against  the  editor  of  the  Courier 
and  Enquirer  a trial  was  had,  and  the  jury  after  a long 
absence,  returned  to  court  and  the  foreman  announced 
that  from  the  time  of  quitting  the  morn  eleven  of  the  jury 
were  for  acquitting  but  one  wasfsuch  an  obstinate  fellow 
that  he  believed  he  never  would  agree — and  the  jury 
were  discharged.  The  New  York  American  says:  “In 
the  course  of  the  trial,  Mr.  A.  L.  Jordon,  the  counsel  for 
the  Courier,  consumed  several  hours  in  reading  portions 
of  Mr.  Cooper’s  works,  in  which  he  libels  the  men,  wo- 
men, manners  and  institutions  of  our  own  country,  ac- 
companying the  reading  with  such  scathing  comments 
as  Mr.  Jordan  so  well  knows  how  to  apply.” 

Charles  F.  Mitchell  has  been  tried  at  New  York 
and  found  guilty  of  the  forgeries  for  which  he  has  been 
indicted.  He  has  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  on  a 
puint  of  law. 

Pork  was  selling  at  Mavsville,  Kentucky,  on  the  20th 
at  $1  50  gross  weight,  and  at  Cincinnati  at  $1  50  per 


100  pounds;  neat  pork  is  quoted  at  §2a2  25  at  Lexington 
Kentucky. 

The  Alton,  Illinois  Telegraph  says  $2  is  the  highest 
price  there 

The  Message  states  that  in  Illinois,  where  S3  62  was 
paid  for  pork  last  season,  it  has  been  offered  the  present 
season  for  SI  25  to  1 50. 

Prices  have  not  been  so  low  for  the  last  18  years. 

The  Gallipolis  Ohio  Journal  of  the  11th,  states  that 
within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  upwards  of  12,000 
hogs  have  passed  through  that  place  for  the  eastern  mar- 
ket. Some  of  the  drovers  numbering  as  high  as  3,000 
and  upwards,  and  generally  were  in  good  order. 

At  Baltimore  prices  this  week  range  from  $3  00  to 
$3  50. 

Bacon  is  quoted  at  Mobile  at  4a5  cents. 

Rail  road  items.  The  rail  road  between  Albany  and 
Bosion  is  now  almost  finished,  and  is  travelled  over  by 
passengers.  Fare  through  for  the  winter  $5  50;  freight, 
dry  goods,  $10  per  ton;  groceries  $8;  less  valuable  pro- 
ducts $6  50;  flour  50  cents  a barrel. 

Rochester.  The  manufacture  of  iron  is  carried  on 
largely  in  this  city.  During  the  last  year,  eight  furnaces 
have  cast  into  stoves,  millgear,  holiowware,  &e.  1,600 
tons,  which,  at  an  average  of  $90  per  ton,  amounts  to 
$144,000.  The  copper,  sheet  iron  and  wrought  iron 
manufactories  are  also  extensive. 


Rice.  Paddy,  or  rough  rice  is  hereafter  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  on  payment  of  a 
duty  of  only  one  penny  per  quarter. 

Stocks  have  experienced  a severe  depression  since  our 
last.  The  result  of  the  Mississippi  election  has  created  a 
panic  under  which  state  stocks  especially  are  exceedingly 
depressed.  The  question  in  that  state  at  the  late  election 
was  mainly  as  to  sustaining  the  faith  of  the  state  bv  pro- 
viding for  the  interest  upon  its  bonds  which  one  party 
avowed  a determination  to  do,  whilst  the  other  party  as 
boldly  avowed  a determination  to  sustain  the  course 
which  has  been  pursued  by  Gov.  McNutr.  The  latter 
party  lias  triumphed,  and  public  confidence  is  sensibly 
affected  under  the  apprehension  that  other  states  may 
fuliow  this  lead. 

The  amount  of  Illinois  6’s  of  1870  sold  in  New  York 
from  the  15th  to  the  23d  was  only  $42,000,  at  prices  rang- 
ing from  34  to  43;  much  of  it,  no  doubt,  mere  sham  sales. 
On  the  24ih  heavy  actual  operations  occurred  in  them — 
sales  were  made  as  low  as  26,  and  they  are  now  quoted 
at  29. 

Indiana  dollar  bonds  apparently  changed  hands  with- 
in the  above  period,  to  the  amount  of  $178,000,  at  prices 
ranging  from  42  down  to  34.  On  the  24th  a considerable 
amount  was  sold  at  about  30,  and  they  are  now  quoted  at 
that  price.  Sterling  bonds  ot  the  same  state  fell  off  nearly 
in  the  same  proportion.  Other  state  stocks  were  depressed, 
but  bank  stocks  have  also  declined,  especially  those  of 
Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania  bank  stocks  sold  on  the 
24th  at  Philadelphia  at  216  a 220;  Gerard  17 g;  U.  Slates 
4 a 4^;  Mechanics  21;  N.  bank  ot  Kentucky  73;  Read- 
ing 39. 

Saving  girls.  It  is  said  that  the  factory  girls  of  Lowell 
have  on  deposite  in  the  Savings  bank,  upwards  of 
$305,000.  The  whole  number  of  depositors  is  978.  It 
is  said  it  is  very  common  for  one  girl  to  have  $500  ot 
deposite. 

Schuylkill  Coal.  The  following  table  will  show  the 
amount  of  anthracite  coal  shipped  this  season,  compared 
wiih  the  corresponding  periods  last  year. 

1840.  1841. 

Schuylkill,  November  18,  421,876  56SJ64 

Lehigh,  November  7,  208,375  110,040 

Lackawana,  November  7,  138,420  17J,320 


768,671  849,524 

Remaining  over  from  former 
years,  April  1,  150,000  50,000 


918,67  1 899,524  - 

The  increased  supply  this  year  from  all  the  anthracite 
regions  will  be  about  100  OOli  ions,  but  still  i he  amount 
ot  coal  in  the  market  this  year  will  not  exceed  that  of  last 
year,  owing  10  the  small  amount  of  coal  in  t lie  hands  of 
the  dealers  when  the  present  season  commenced. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  Burgundy  left  New  York 
for  Havre  on  the  24tb,  with  $25,000 oil  board. 

'1’lie  Great.  Western  left  New  York  on  Tuesday  with 
$256,000  in  specie  on  board.  Upwards  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  have  been  sent  to  Europe  from  the  port  of  New 
Fork  within  the  Iasi  four  months,  and  $1,130,000  during 
ihe  current  month. 

Steamer.  The  Great  Western  left  New  York  on 
Tuesday  and  will  not  return  this  winter.  She  took  about 
30  passengers. 


Vehicles.  The  last  returns  made  by  order  of  the 
municipal  council  show  that  there  are  53,481  vehicles 
employed  in  Paris,  viz:  94S  hackney  and  other  four  wheel 
public  coaches,  1,533  public  cabriolets,  10,000  four  wheel 
private  carriages,  ll,0u0  private  cabriolets,  and  30,000 
carts,  tumbrils,  trucks  and  drays.  There  are  also  34  927 
draught  horses,  but  no  more  than  1,316  saddle  horses. 

Wheat  crops.  All  the  notices  we  have  j'et  met  with 
in  the  public  papers,  represent  the  appearance  of  the 
wheat  that  is  up  as  very  promising.  A ftiend  fiom  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  tells  us  that  the  fl v has  al- 
ready appeared  in  the  fields  that  were  sowed  early  in  the 
Peninsula. 
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SANTA  FE  AND  THE  FAR  WEST. 


From  the  Evansville  ( .Journal. 

We  are  permitted  by  a genuemah  residing  in  the 
neighboring  county  of  Gibson  to  take  the  following 
extract  from  a private  letter  from  a friend,  dated, 
Santa  Fe,  July  29,  1841. 

I left  Vincennes  on  the  23d  April  for  St.  Louis, 
with  a view  of  ascertaining  the  object  of  the  visit  by 
the  company  raising  for  the  Pacific  ocean.  When  I 
arrived  at  St.  Louis,  I found  I had  to  proceed  to  In- 
dependence, the  upper  county  on  the  Missouri  river 
and  adjoining  the  Indian  boundary,  four  hundred 
miles  farther.  There  I found  three  different  cara- 
vans busily  recruiting;  the  reverend  bishop  Smidth, 
with  a caravan  to  establish  a mission  amongst  the 
Blackfeet  Indians,  in  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  river, 
who  left  with  the  caravan,  to  California  by  way  of 
the  head  waters  of  the  Columbia  river,  commanded 
by  col.  Bartletson  and  Richma,  composed  of  about 
ninety  persons,  male  and  female.  The  second  to 
California,  composed  of  about  one  hundred  men  and 
about  thirty  women  and  children — the  yearly  cara- 
van composed  of  merchants  to  this  city,  Chihuahua 
and  Senora,  composed  of  about  eighty  men  and  forty 
wagons,  loaded  with  merchandise,  &c.  The  cara- 
vans all  left  between  the  8th  and  10th  May.  After 
ascertaining  the  object  of  ihe  California  caravan, 
governor  Boggs  and  myself  having  understood  posi- 
tively a caravan  was  to  leave  from  Santa  Fe  to  join 
the  one  by  the  way  of  Columbia,  raised  ten  men  and 
agreed  to  leave  in  time  to  overtake  the  Santa  Fe 
company  at  or  near  the  Arkansas,  but  on  the  even- 
ing previous  to  our  departure  the  governor’s  wife 
was  taken  unwell,  and  he  was  compelled  to  abandon 
the  adventure.  Accordingly,  on  the  19th  May,  my- 
self with  eight  others,  with  three  little  wagons  load- 
ed with  provisions  and  arms,  and  three  riding  mules, 
left  the  line  of  Missouri  for  the  far  west. 

The  Indian  country  as  far  as  Council  Grove,  two 
hundred  miles  from  the  line,  is  perhaps  as  fine  a 
tract  of  country  as  can  be  found  in  the  world;  there 
is  rather  a scarcity  of  timber,  but  in  soil  and  water 
none  superior.  The  Council  Grove,  as  it  is  called, 
is  the  ancient  site  of  once  a proud  and  mighty  city. 
It  is  situated  on  the  main  White  river,  which  here 
forms  a crescent  or  curve  of  about  nine  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  contains  more  than  a hundred 
mounds,  half  of  which  are  more  than  ten  times  as 
large  as  those  near  Vincennes — those  in  the  centre 
are  in  the  form  of  a square,  many  containing  a sur- 
face of  more  than  two  acres,  some  in  the  form  of  a 
triangle  and  others  perfectly  round.  Here  the  Paw- 
nee, Arapaho,  Camanchee,  Loups,  and  Eutaw  In- 
dians, all  of  whom  are  at  war  with  each  other,  meet 
and  smoke  the  pipe  once  a year  in  peace.  Every 
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person  and  the  things  are  sacred  for  many  miles 
around  this  peaceful  grove.  This  ceremony  has 
been  handed  down  for  many  centuries  to  the  red 
men  by  their  forefathers,  and  here  their  chiefs  and 
great  men  are  brought  from  hundreds  of  miles 
around  to  be  interred;  one  of  whom,  but  a few  weeks 
before  we  passed,  had  a proud  mound  of  stones 
erected  to  his  memory,  with  a pole  painted  red  and 
a scalp  appended  thereto,  to  show  that  he  had  been 
a great  brave.  The  numerous  camps  every  where 
to  be  seen  around  here,  at  once  convince  the  travel- 
ler that  here  is  the  great  rendezvous  of  thousands 
annually.  From  thence  onward,  for  four  hundred 
miles,  there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  but  one  eternal  de- 
sert, without  one,  even  one  solitary  stick  of  timber  to 
cheer  the  eye  for  thirty  days.  Nothing  here  is  to  be 
had  but  buffalo  dung  to  cook  the  food  that  is  used, 
but  of  this  the  whole  prairies  are  covered,  and  it  is 
an  excellent  substitute. 

We  overtook  the  caravan  in  sight  of  the  Arkansas, 
about  four  hundred  miles  from  the  line  of  the  United 
States  and  eight  hundred  from  St.  Louis,  without 
trouble  by  the  Indians,  and  attached  ourselves  there- 
to for  duly  in  crossing  the  river,  which  is  much 
larger  than  at  the  mouth,  and  always  muddy  and  rol- 
ling her  quicksands  into  bars  almost  every  hour,  so 
that  fords  or  crossings  are  dangerous  and  uncertain. 
From  the  Arkansas  river  the  scarcity  of  water  com- 
mences, and  even  the  little  to  be  had  is  so  deeply  im- 
pregnated with  salt,  sulphur,  &c.  that  stern  necessi- 
ty alone  brings  the  traveller  to  the  use  of  it.  On  the 
Simerone  river  there  are  one  or  twagood  springs,  at 
one  of  which  we  met  of  the  Arapahoe  Indians  five 
hundred  warriors,  who  treated  us  with  a proper 
friendship,  elated  with  their  success  ten  days  before, 
when,  in  battle,  they  killed  seventy. six  Pawnees. 
We  gratified  them  with  encamping  on  the  battle 
ground,  where  the  unburied  bodies  were  yet  almost 
unbroken.  The  next  day  we  visited  their  lodge,  six 
miles  from  the  battle  ground,  where  we  had  a full 
view  of  savage  life  in  a perfect  state  of  nature; 
amongst  five  hundred  women  and  children  there 
were  but  few  that  had  ever  before  seen  the  dress 
and  equipage  of  the  white  man. 

After  leaving  these  good  and  friendly  Indians,  we 
were  cheered  in  eight  or  ten  days  with  ihe  far  dis- 
tant appearance  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  From 
day  to  day  as  we  approached  them,  the  beauty  of  the 
scenery  increased,  and  when  within  twenty  miles,  the 
reflection  of  the  sun  through  the  melting  snow  that 
eternally  crowns  their  highest  peaks  is  splendid  be- 
yond all  description.  Here  the  traveller  beholds  a 
chain  of  many  hundred,  nay,  thousands  of  miles, 
piled  up,  as  it  were,  until  they  reach  to  heaven,  with 
stone  uncovered  with  verdure  or  shrubs  of  any 
kind;  nothing  but  the  white  caps  of  snow,  and  rough 
and  terrific  precipices,  varied  for  the  eye  to  behold, 
until  you  reach  the  crossings  of  Red  river,  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  and  here  the  pine  and  cedar 
tree  again,  on  the  mountain  side  and  in  the  valley, 
greet  the  eye  once  more;  and  here  on  this  plain  we 
had  to  encounter  about  three  hundred  Eutaw  war- 
riors, but,  after  repeated  skirmishing,  they  were 
fain  to  retreat,  without  effecting  any  damage  of  con- 
sequence. From  here  to  the  good  town  of  Bogas 
we  found  water,  wood,  and  good  cheer.  The  cara- 
van arrived  in  this  city  on  the  2d  July,  all  in  good 
health,  in  less  than  two  months,  the  quickest  trip 
ever  made  over  the  desert. 

Now  for  Santa  Fe,  or  the  Holy  City.  It  is  situat- 
ed in  a valley  10  miles  long,  and  from  2 to  5 wide, 
surrounded  by  immense  mountains  covered  with  pine 
and  cedar  trees,  and  affords  the  most  beautiful  scene 
the  eye  can  conceive  or  mind  imagine.  Santa  Fe  is 
the  seat  of  government  of  New  Mexico,  and  is  com- 
manded by  a governor  general.  It  is  also  a military 
post,  port  of  entry,  and  depository  of  all  the  ancient 
archives  of  the  neighboring  states.  The  houses  are 
built  of  raw  bricks,  two  feet  long,  six  inches  deep, 
arid  one  foot  wide,  made  with  straw  and  mud,  and 
dried  in  the  sun;  and  such  is  the  durability  that  many 
houses  more  than  two  hundred  years  t>ld  are  stand- 
ing and  look  well;  they  are  only  one  story  high, 
handsomely  whitewashed  inside,  with  dirt  floors. 
Even  the  palace  in  which  his  excellency  resides  has 
no  other  than  a dirt  floor,  but  they  arc  generally  co-i 
vered  with  carpets;  the  houses  are  covered  with 
stones  and  dirt,  and  are  Rat  roofed,  perfectly  weather 
proof.  The  city  contains  six  churches,  generally 
richly  fitted  out.  The  population  is  about  eight 


thousand  inhabitants,  all  rigid  Roman  Catholics.  It 
is  situated  on  a small  branch  of  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
and  about  14  miles  from  the  main  river,  which  is 
near  the  size  of  the  river  Wabash  at  Vincennes. 

The  ladies,  certainly,  are  far  more  beautiful  in 
this  country  than  those  of  the  same  ranks  in  Ameri- 
ca; their  jetty  black  eyes,  slender  and  delicate  frame, 
with  unusual  small  ankles  and  feet,  together  with 
their  gay  winning  address,  make  you  at  once  easy 
and  happy  in  their  company.  Perhaps  no  people  on 
earth  love  dress  and  attention  more  than  the  Span- 
ish ladies  and  it  may  be  said  of  a truth,  that  their 
amorous  flirtations  with  the  men  are  matters  to 
boast  of  amongst  themselves.  They  work  but  little; 
the  fandango  and  siesta  form  the  division  of  time. 
The  fandango  is  a lascivious  dance,  partaking  in  part 
of  the  waltz,  cotillion,  and  many  amorous  move- 
ments, and  is  certainly  handsome  and  amusing.  It  is 
the  national  dance.  In  this  the  governor  and  most 
humble  citizen  move  together,  and  in  this  consists  all 
their  republican  boast. 

The  men  are  honest — perhaps  more  so  than  those 
of  the  same  class  in  the  United  States,  proud  and 
vain  af  their  blood — the  descendants  of  the  ancient 
Spaniards  of  their  pure  blood— those  of  the  Span- 
iards and  Puebla  Indians,  the  descendants  of  their 
great  monarch,  Montezuma,  doubly  more  so.  The 
pure  blood  cannot  inherit  office  here;  the  present 
governor  general,  and  all  the  officers  of  state,  are  of 
the  mixed  blood  of  Montezuma.  This  has  been  the 
case  since  the  year  1836.  In  that  revolution  fell  the 
most  honorable  and  beloved  of  all  the  native  Span- 
iards in  Mexico,  and  all  his  family  were  banished. 
In  the  city  there  is  but  one  officer  of  justice,  the 
Alcalde,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do. 

The  commerce  of  this  place  is  certainly  very  con- 
siderable; and  although  there  is  but  one  gold  mine 
worked  here  now,  and  one  copper  mine,  yet  the 
daily  receipts  afford  about  six  or  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars nett.  More  than  from  one  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty  hands  are  employed  at  work.  The  revolution 
has  set  every  thing  aback  here  in  the  mining  depart- 
ments, as  they  were  generally  held  by  natives  of  old 
Spain,  and  accounted  forfeits  to  the  general  govern- 
ment after  the  revolution.  This  thing  will  soon  be 
settled,  and  then  the  Holy  City  will  appear  in  all  her 
gaudy  plumage  again. 

I start  in  two  or  three  days  to  California.  The 
company  consists  of  about  two  hundred  Americans 
and  Spaniards,  to  co-operate  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1842,  with  the  Columbia  caravan,  at  Monterey,  on 
the  bay  of  San  Francisco.  We  expect  the  governor 
will  allow  us  to  settle,  and  concede  to  us  certain 
lands,  &c. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


CONSUL.  Tiiorguy  Zachris  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  president'of  the  United  States  as  vice 
consul  of  Sweden  and  Norway  for  the  port  of  New 
York. 

THE  HON.  HENRY  CLAY.  We  are  happy  to 
be  able  to  state,  that  Mr.  Clay’s  health  is  entirely  re- 
stored, and  to  inform  his  friends  that  he  leaves  Ash- 
land in  a few  days  for  Washington  city,  where  we 
have  no  doubt  he  will  remain  as  long  as  bis  services 
can  be  of  any  benefit  to  his  country.  The  rumor, 
that  he  only  awaits  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  to 
tender  his  resignation,  is  unfounded.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible that  Mr.  Clay  should  at  this  time,  when,  above 
all  others,  his  counsel  is  needed,  retire  from  his  post, 
and  yield  the  citadel  to  the  enemy. 

Lexington,  ( Ky.)  Intelligencer. 

Present  to  Mr.  Clay.  A number  of  citizens  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  purchased  a plough  exhibited  at  the 
agricultural  fair  recently  held  in  that  city,  and  pre* 
sented  it  to  Mr.  Clay,  accompanied  with  a handsome 
complimentary  letter,  to  which  he  replied  as  below. 

Ashland,  November  9,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  obliging  favor  of 
the  3d  instant,  and  the  plough  which  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  send.  I request  your  acceptance, 
and  that  of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  it  is  offered,  of 
my  cordial  thanks  for  a present  so  congenial  with  my 
most  agreeable  occupation  and  indicative  of  the  best 
and  the  most  innocent  pursuits  of  man.  It  is  a mag- 
nificent specimen  of  its  kind,  and  highly  creditable 
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to  the  skill  and  taste  of  Mr.  Wilmington,  who  made 
it.  If  our  lawmakers  would  work  as  well,  and  as 
true,  as  I am  sure  this  plough  will,  their  laws  would 
be  as  good  as  the  crops  which,  I am  persuaded  it  may 
be  made  to  produce. 

1 am  gentlemen,  inexpressibly  thankful  and  grate- 
ful for  the  confidence  you  have  so  kindly  conveyed  in 
my  public  career.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  it  has 
been  one  full  of  difficulties;  resulting,  sometimes, 
from  political  opponents,  and  recently  from  both 
professed  friends  and  open  foes.  Whether  proceed- 
ing, however,  from  the  one  or  the  other,  or  from 
both,  my  rule  of  conduct  has  been,  and,  during  the 
short  time  I expect  to  remain  in  the  public  councils, 
will  be,  to  discharge  my  duty  fully,  firmly  and  faith- 
fully, regardless  of  all  personal  consequences.  Youi 
testimony  is  highly  gratifying — coming,  as  it  does, 
from  a respectable  portion  of  Ohio  to  which  I have 
been  under  the  greatest  obligations.  I tender  a heart- 
felt acknowledgment  of  these  to  you,  and  to  those, 
who,  on  this  occasion,  you  represent.  Your  frienc 
and  obedient  servant,  H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  D.  Kiler,  P.  Voorliees,  and  D.  A.  Haynes. 

NORTH  EASTERN  BOUNDARY.  The  cor- 
respondence of  the  Boston  Mercantile  Journal,  under 
date  of  Bangor,  Maine,  November  22,  says — The 
northeastern  boundary  commissioners,  I understand, 
have  completed  their  ex  parte  labors,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Major  Graham,  who  has  been  unfortunately 
delayed  by  reason  of  a dense  smoke  which  filled  the 
region  where  he  was  located.  Six  weeks  of  his 
time  have  been  unoccupied  in  the  business  of  the 
commission  in  consequence.  He  will  leave  the  line 
for  the  fall  and  winter,  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  St.  John  river  and  at  about  thirty  miles  from  the 
N.  E.  angle  of  the  state. 

Professor  Renwick,  who  ran  the  line  from  the  N.  E. 
angle,  along  the  highlands,  to  the  N.  W.  angle,  ar- 
rived at  its  terminus  on  the  20th  of  October  and  re- 
turned home  by  the  way  of  Quebec.  The  part  of  his 
party  under  Mr.  Lally,  returned  by  this  route.  The 
highlands  are  of  a description  that  leaves  no  doubt 
of  their  identity  with  those  mentioned  in  the  treaty. 

Captain  Talcott,  who  ran  the  westerly  line  to  the 
N.  W.  angle,  arrived  there  a short  time  previous  to 
Professor  Renwick’s  party.  The  British  commis- 
sioners followed  directly  upon  Captain  Walcott’s  line 
to  the  highlands.  They  have  left  for  the  winter,  and 
will  not  again  go  upon  it  until  the  spring.  The  fact 
that  they  were  satisfied  that  Captain  T’s  line  is  the 
true  one,  argues  favorably  to  the  early  settlement  of 
the  whole  line  in  our  favor.  ThefcBritish  officers  on 
the  Temiscouta  lake,  went  over  the  ground  and  ex- 
amined some  part  of  the  survey,  on  the  highlands,  and, 
it  is  said,  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the 
justness  of  the  American  claim.  The  sources  of  the 
rivers  running  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  into  the 
Atlantic  were  discovered,  and,  frequently,  at  no 
great  distance  apart. 

The  land  throughout  this  region  is  remarkably 
sterile.  The  growth  is  mostly  fir.  The  climate  is 
cold.  The  earliest  snow  this  season  fell  on  the  18th 
October;  I believe  later  than  usual.  When  the  party 
left  on  the  20th,  the  snow  was  six  inches  deep. 

The  joint  commission  will  probably  go  upon  the 
line  some  time  next  year;  and  doubtless  before  the 
year  1843  has  expired,  the  much  vexed  boundary 
question  will  be  settled  in  our  favor.  This  result 
will  not  be  at  all  agreeable  to  our  New  Brunswick 
neighbors;  who,  finding  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
against  their  claim,  are  already  yelping  anathemas 
against  all  the  Yankees  in  general,  and  Major  Gra- 
ham in  particular,  for  consulting  these  unerring  au- 
thorities in  the  matter. 

The  above  information  I have  from  one  of  the  ■ 
‘‘Highland”  party.  Our  lumbermen  are  going  large-1 
ly  into  their  business  the  coming  winter.  Seldom, 
if  ever,  have  more  teams  been  fitted  out  than  there 
have  been  this  fall.  One  man,  I am  told,  sends  two 
hundred  men  into  the  vyoods.  How  many  others 
send  as  many,  I am  not  informed. 

SACS  AND  FOXES.  The  Galena  Gazette  says 
that  Governor  Doty  has  returned  from  the  ccuncil 
held  with  these  Indians.  He  reports,  that  the  com- 
missioners were  unable  to  effect  a treaty.  Their  in- 
structions were,  to  buy  no  part  of  their  lands,  unless 
they  could  buy  the  whole.  The  Indians  refused  to 
treat  on  these  conditions. 

A delegation  of  some  twenty  Indians,  the  chiefs 
and  head  men  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  passed  up  the 
river  on  board  the  Lehigh,  on  their  way  to  Washing- 
ton city.  We  were  not  made  acquainted  with  the 
object  of  their  visit,  but  presume  it  had  relation  to 
the  treaty  spoken  of  hy  the  Gazette.  They  were 
dressed  and  painted  in  the  real  Indian  style,  and 
created  quite  an  interest  among  those  of  our  citizens 
■Who  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  a glimpse  of  them. 

[Evansville  Jour. 
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TONNAGE  CLEARED  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


STATES  AND  TERRI- 
TORIES. 

m = 

AMERICAN. 

FOREIGN. 

Total  American  and  Foreign. 

Wo. 

Tons. 

CREWS. 

No. 

Tons. 

CREWS. 

No. 

Tons. 

CREWS. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Maine 

479 

82,534 

3,374 

222 

1,134 

75,055 

4,306 

35 

1,613 

157,589 

7,680 

257 

New  Hampshire 

11 

1,925 

86 

1 

42 

2,939 

142 

53 

4,864 

228 

1 

Vermont  . 

211 

52,084 

1,357 

211 

52,084 

1,357 

Massachusetts 

940 

197.995 

9,744 

300 

764 

58,765 

3,908 

5 

1,704 

246,760 

13.652 

305 

Rhode  Island  . 

101 

17,436 

1,054 

101 

- 17,436 

1,054 

Connecticut 

126 

24,122 

1,530 

86 

5 

479 

24 

1 

131 

24,601 

1,554 

87 

New  York 

2,411 

518,202 

26,383 

1,995 

1,678 

343,114 

22,200 

138 

4,089 

861.316 

43,583 

2,133 

New  Jersey 

4 

725 

34 

4 

725 

34 

Pennsylvania  . 

376 

72,283 

3,175 

234 

83 

11,340 

603 

79 

459 

83,628 

3,778 

313 

Delaware 

Maryland 

352 

67,718 

3,202 

109 

25,546 

1,217 

461 

93,264 

4,419 

District  of  Columbia 

82 

12,815 

603 

16 

20 

2,869 

145 

8 

102 

15.504 

748 

24 

Virginia  . 

223 

48,640 

2,089 

11 

37 

6,218 

353 

260 

54,858 

2,442 

11 

North  Carolina  . 

284 

38,130 

1,868 

2 

31 

3,029 

247 

315 

41,159 

2,115 

2 

South  Carolina 

322 

82,090 

3,352 

132 

84 

25,465 

1,000 

146 

406 

107,555 

4,352 

278 

Georgia 

141 

44,076 

1,730 

4 

90 

43,965 

1,564 

231 

88,041 

3,294 

4 

Alabama  . 

251 

94,551 

3,531 

57 

23,552 

1,001 

308 

118,103 

4,532 

Mississippi  . 

Louisiana 

890 

277,021 

10,658 

265 

73,350 

3,572 

1,155 

350,371 

14.230 

Ohio  . , 

99 

8,708 

410 

44 

3,265 

151 

143 

11,973 

516 

Kentucky 

Tennessee  . 

Michigan 

68 

4,786 

235 

119 

6,370 

317 

187 

11.156 

552 

Florida 

212 

11,163 

1,030 

21 

1,345 

136 

233 

12,508 

1,166 

Missouri  . 

Total  . 

7,583 

1,647,009  75,445  3,003 

4,583 

706,486 

40,8^ 

412 

12,166 

2,^3,495 

116,331 

3,415 

Treasury  department,  register's  office 

May  29,  1841. 

• . 

T.  Lt  SMITH,  register 
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SHOE  STATISTICS.  A Lynn  shoemaker,  writ- 
ing in  the  Boston  Atlas,  gives  some  interesting  facts, 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  shoes  and  boots  imported 
from  France.  The  quantity  of  boots  fairly  entered 
from  France,  last  year,  was  16,848  pairs,  besides 
those  from  other  countries,  which  is  an  increase  of 
sixteen  hundred  per  cent,  in  eight  years;  and  the  cus- 
tom is  daily  becoming  more  common  for  gentlemen 
to  send  out  their  measure,  and  order  directly  from 
the  manufacturer.  Owing  to  this,  Forr’s  boots  are 
now  as  well  known  in  New  York  and  Boston  as  in 
Paris. 

Of  ladies’  shoes,  the  quantity  imported  last  year 
was  72,432  pairs,  which  is  an  increase  of  more  than 
four  hundred  per  cent,  in  eight  years.  In  this,  we 
make  no  calculation  for  those  brought  into  the  coun- 
try in  other  ways  than  through  the  custom  house, 
which,  as  they  are  not  bulky,  is  no  doubt  very  large. 

But,  rapid  as  is  the  increase  of  importations  from 
France,  we  have  more  to  fear  from  Germany  and 
other  continental  countries,  under  a reduced  duty, 
than  from  France,  as  they  can  furnish  the  medium 
qualities,  which  are  worn  by  the  mass  of  our  people, 
and  at  a ruinously  low  price. 

How  then,  emphatically  asks  the  writer,  can  we 
compete  with  the  foreigner,  when  the  duty  is  reduc- 
ed to  twenty  per  cent? 

THE  ARMY. 

Florida.  From  the  St.  Augustine  Herald.  Brevity 
is  the  soul  of  wit.  We  publish  the  following  as  the 
best  bulletin  from  Florida  which  has  appeared  since 
the  war  commenced.  It  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  capt.  W.  D.  A.  Wade,  3d  artillery,  to  a 
brother  officer  in  this  city,  which  has  been  politely 
furnished  to  us.  We  copy  it  verbatim: 

“I  have  no  time  to  write  a long  letter — suffice  it 
to  say  I am  pleased  with  the  result,  recapitula- 
tion: 

Killed,  6 warriors,  3 boys,  8 

Prisoners,  14  warriors,  10  women,  39 

10  boys,  15  girls,  25 

62 

Destroyed,  20  canoes. 

Captured,  13  rifles. 

Do.  12  powder  horns,  (well  filled). 

Do.  any  quantity  of  balls  and  backshot, 
and  as  for  provisions  more  than  you  can  tell.  Pump- 
kins, coontie,  beans,  &c.  No  loss  on  my  part.  All 
returned  well.  The  Indians  were  ready  to  fight,  and 
very  well  prepared.  Had  60  men  of  D and  K com- 
panies, 3d  artillery.  Lieutenant  Thomas  and  assis- 
tant surgeon  Emerson  accompanied.” 

To  the  politeness  of  officers  of  the  garrison,  we 
are  indebted  for  the  following  particulars  of  captain 
Wade’s  admirable  expedition: 

About  the  12th  of  the  month,  captain  W.  D.  A. 
Wade,  3d  artillery,  commanding  at  Fort  Lauderdale, 
(on  the  Atlantic  coast,  30  miles  north  of  Key  Bis- 
cayne),  caught  an  Indian  fishing  on  the  beach,  who 
undertook  to  conduct  him  to  a village.  Setting  out 
with  60  men,  he  came  to  the  place,  where  he  shot  8 
and  captured  20.  One  of  the  captured  imformed 
him  that  he  had  been  a great  friend  to  Sam  Jones, 
but  lately  had  quarrelled,  and  that  he  would  guide 
to  another  village  30  miles  distant.  To  this  village 
they  went,  where  they  captured  25,  without  receiv- 
ing a shot,  although  the  Indians  had  13  loaded  rifles. 

The  friendly  Indian  now  offered  to  bring  in  more, 
if  captain  Wade  would  permit  him  to  go  after  them. 
Permission  was  given,  and  he  returned  with  4 men 
and  2 boys.  As  the  party  returned  to  the  post,  ano- 
ther Indian  came  up  and  surrendered  himself. 

Lieutenants  Wyse,  Rankin,  Thomas  and  Church- 
hill,  had  gone  out  with  70  men,  guided  by  this  friend- 
ly Indian;  but  not  knowing  where  Sam  Jones  is,  they 
expect  but  little  success.  Sam  is  supposed  to  be  a 
few  days  march  south  of  Lake  Okechobee,  with  a 
few  warriors,  and  on  the  return  of  this  party,  major 
Childs  intends  proceeding  with  boats  into  the  ever- 
glades to  hunt  him  out. 

The  scout  from  Fort  Dallas,  commanded  by  Capt, 
Burke,  had  not  returned.  They  have  been  absent 
six  or  seven  weeks. 

Major  Childs  had  gone  down  to  Fort  Lauderdale, 
and  was  preparing  for  a general  scout  on  the  Oke- 
chobee Lake. 

Lieut.  Patrick  has  temporarily  assumed  charge  of 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  He  is  a very  active 
and  efficient  officer. 

4th  artillery.- — The  following  are  the  stations  of  the 
companies  of  this  regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  I.  B.  Crane, 
commanding;  head  quarters,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

B,  F,  H,  1,  Buffalo. 

C,  capt.  P.  H.  Galt,  Fort  Niagara. 

G,  capt.  J.  Monroe,  Fort  Ontario. 

A,  D,  E,  K,  Major  Belton  commanding,  Madison 
barracks,  Sachet’s  Harbor, 


2d  infantry. — The  head  quarters  have  been  changed 
from  Fort  King  to  Pilalka. 

5f/t  infantry. — Stations  of  the  companies: 

A,  B,  C,  E,  “Detroit,  Bvt.  brig.  gen.  Brooke,  com- 
manding. 

H,  capt.  E.  K.  Smith,  Dearbornville. 

D,  F,  Fort  Gratiot,  Lt.  col.  McIntosh,  command- 
ing: 

G,  I,  Fort  Mackinac,  capt.  A.  Johnston,  command- 
ing. 

K,  capt.  M.  E.  Merrill,  Fort  Brady,  Sault  St. 
Majie.  Army  &f  Navy  Chron. 

Deaths.  The  National  Intelligencer  announces  the 
death  at  his  residence  in  Washington  city,  on  Tues- 
day, November  30th,  lieutenant  colonel  James  H. 
Hook,  assistant  commissary  general  of  subsistence 
U.  S.  army.  By  this  dispensation  the  army  has  lost 
an  undeviating  and  sympathizing  advocate,  the  poor 
and  distressed  an  untiring  friend,  and  one  in  whom 
the  kindlier  feelings  of  our  nature  centred  in  an 
eminent  degree.  Upon  his  immediate  family  con- 
nexion, and  in  a more  especial  degree  his  bereaved 
widow,  will  this  blow  fall  with  accumulated  weight. 
May  the  balm  of  consolation  be  theirs! 

At  Indian  Key,  East  Florida,  on  the  1st  lilt.  Fre- 
derick Dunn,  United  States  marine  corps,  in  the 
22d  year  of  his  age. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  court  of  inquiry  at  New  York  of  which 
Com.  Stewart  was  president  has  adjourned. 

A court  martial  of  which  commodore  Jones  is 
to  be  president,  is  to  convene  at  the  navy  yard  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  trial  of  Captain  Bolton,  on  charges 
connected  with  his  recent  return  in  the  Brandywine 
frigate  from  the  Mediterranean. 

Commodore  Stewart,  now  in  command  of  the 
navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  has  received  preparatory 
orders  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  take  command 
of  the  home  squadron. 

Commodore  G.  C.  Read,  succeeds  Com.  S.  at  the 
navy  yard. 

Lieut.  R.  S.  Pinckney  acquitted — Official — navy 
department,  Nov.  30,  1841.  Sir:  The  court  martial 
before  which  you  were  recently  tried,  upon  charges 
and  specifications  preferred  by  the  department  on  the 
information  of  surgeon  James  M.  Green,  found  you 
not  guilty,  and  fully  acquitted  you. 

The  finding  and  judgement  of  the  court  are  ap- 
proved by  the  department,  and  you  are  hereby  re- 
leased from  arrest,  and  will  regard  yourself  as  await- 
ing orders.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  ser- 
vant, A.  P.  UPSHUR. 

Lt.  R.  S.  Pinckney,  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington , 

From  the  Army  8f  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  Court  martial  at  Norfolk.  All  the  cases 
except  one  having  been  acted  upon,  we  are  now  en- 
abled to  announce  the  result. 

Commander  W.  K.  Latimer  was  tried  upon  the 
following  charges: 

First — Oppression  and  cruelty;  second — illegally  in- 
flicting punishment;  found  guilty  of  both  charges,  and 
sentenced  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  and  to  be  suspended  from  rank  and  command 
in  the  navy  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  23d 
June,  1841.  This  sentence  was  approved  on  the  7th 
August,  1841,  but  has  been  remitted  as  to  part  of  the 
period  of  suspension. 

The  case  of  lieut.  F.  B.  Ellison  is  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Godon  was  tried  on  a charge  of 
“disobedience  of  orders,  and  neglect  of  duty;”  found 
guiltyf  and  sentenced  to  be  suspended  for  two  years 
from  the  24th  July,  1841.  The  sentence  was  approv- 
ed, Oct.  14,  1841;  but  upon  a careful  reconsideration 
of  the  case,  the  judgment  of  approval  was  reversed, 
and  the  sentence  disapproved,  Oct.  27,  1841. 

Lieutenant  B.  More  Dove  was  tried  upon  the  fol- 
lowing charges: 

First — sleeping  upon  his  watch,  and  negligently 
performing  his  duty;  second — disobedience  of  orders, 
and  contempt  and  disrespect  to  superior  officers; 
found  guilty  of  both  charges,  and  sentenced  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  navy.  The  sentence  was  approved 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  Oct. 
1841;  but  in  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of 
extenuation  which  exist  in  the  case,  and  trusting  that 
the  severe  example  presented  in  the  sentence  of  the 
court  is  not  necessary  to  produce  a due  effect  upon 
the  accused  and  upon  the  service  generally,  Lieut. 
Dove  was  restored  to  his  former  rank  on  the  14th 
Nov.  1841. 

Surgeon  L.  B.  Hunter  was  tried  upon  the  follow- 
ing charges: 

First — Disobedience  of  orders;  second — Using  pro- 
voking works,  gestures,  or  menaces;  third — treating 


with  contempt  his  superior,  being  in  the  execution  of 
his  office;  fourth — scandalous  conduct;  fifth — negli- 
gence in  the  performance  of  his  duty;  sixth — disobey- 
ing 2d  article  of  rules,  &c.  “for  the  naval  service, 
under  the  head  of  “officers  in  general;”  seventh — dis- 
obeying the  “regulations  relative  to  naval  surgeons 
and  their  assistants;”  he  was  found  guilty  of  part  of 
the  2nd,  of  the  3d  and  6th  charges;  and  not  guilty  of 
the  1st,  4th,  5th  and  7th  charges;  and  sentenced  to  be 
suspended  upon  half  pay  for  the  term  of  five  years 
from  the  13th  July,  1841.  Sentence  disapproved, 
Oct.  29,  1841. 

Purser  H.  Bridge  was  tried  upon  the  following 
charges: 

First — Disobedience  of  orders;  second — conduct 
unbecoming  an  officer  and  a gentleman;  third — neg- 
lect of  duty;fourth — disrespect  to  his  superior  officer; 
found  guilty  of  the  1st  and  2nd,  and  not  guilty  of  the 
3d  and  4th;  and  sentenced  to  be  publicly  reprimanded 
in  general  orders,  to  be  read  on  board  every  ship  in 
commission,  and  at  every  naval  station.  Sentence 
disapproved,  Nov.  1,  1841. 

Naval  Medical  Board.  A board  of  naval  sur- 
geons assembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  22d  ultimo, 
for  the  examination  of  assistant  surgeons  for  pro- 
motion, and  of  candidates  for  admission  into  the  na- 
vy. The  board  consists  of  surgeon  W.  P.  C.  Barton, 
president.  Surgeons  T.  Williamson,  T.  Dillard,  W. 
S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  and  J.  F.  Brooke,  members. 

A large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Charlestowm,  Massachusetts,  on  the  22d  ult.  passed 
several  resolutions  in  relation  to  their  navy  yard, 
among  which  was  one  soliciting  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  cause  the  ship  Vermont,  or  the  frigate  Cum- 
berland, to  be  finished  and  launched  the  coming  win- 
ter, and  fitted  for  the  service;  or  in  case  it  should  be 
judged  inexpedient  to  finish  either  of  said  ships,  that 
he  would  cause  a steam  frigate  to  be  built  this  winter 
at  their  yard,  as  the  frame  for  such  a vessel  is  already 
provided  at  the  station.  • 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


Governors  of  the  states.  The  following  is  a 
complete  list  of  the  governors  of  the  several  states 
and  territories,  including  the  results  of  the  recent 
elections.  Just  half  of  the  governors  of  states  are 


whigs.  Their  names 

are  in  italics, 

States. 

Governors. 

Maine, 

John  Fairfield. 

New  Hampshire, 

John  Page. 

Vermont, 

Charles  Paine. 

Massachusetts, 

John  Davis. 

Rhode  Island, 

Samuel  W.  King. 

Connecticut, 

Win.  N.  Ellsworth. 

New  York, 

Win.  II.  Seioard. 

New  Jersey, 

IVni.  Pennington. 

Pennsylvania, 

David  R.  Porter. 

Delaware, 

Win.  B.  Cooper. 

Maryland,  , 

Francis  Thomas. 

Virginia, 

John  Rutherford,  Acting. 

North  Carolina, 

John  M.  Morchead. 

South  Carolina, 

John  P.  Richardson. 

Georgia, 

Charles  J.  McDonald. 

Alabama, 

Benj.  Fitzpatrick. 

Mississippi, 

T.  A.  Tucker. 

Louisiana, 

A.  B.  Roman. 

Arkansas, 

Archibald  Yell, 

Tennessee, 

James  C.  Jones. 

Kentucky, 

Robert  B.  Letcher, 

Ohio, 

Thomas  Corwin. 

Michigan, 

John  S.  Barry. 

Indiana, 

Samuel  Bigger. 

Illinois, 

Thomas  Carlin. 

Missouri, 

Thomas  Reynolds. 

Florida  Territory, 

Richard  K.  Call. 

Wiskonsin  do. 

Henry  Dodge. 

Iowa  do. 

Augustus  C.  Dodge. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  convention  which  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  framing  a constitution  for  the  state,  the  third 
that  has  assembled  for  that  purpose  within  a fewr 
years  past,  after  agreeing  upon  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  such  an  instrument,  has  adjournod  to  re-as- 
semble  in  February  next.  It  will  be  time  enough  to 
insert  their  project  when  it  is  completed.  The  aur 
thority  of  the  convention  in  the  premises  is  disputed, 
the  existing  government  having  in  nq  way  authorised 
or  recognised  its  assembling. 

NEW  YORK. 

Assembly.  In  the  list  of  members  of  assembly, 
which  was  inserted  page  165,  not  having  then  receiv- 
ed the  returns  from  Rockland  county,  the  name  of 
Edw’d  D.  Noyelles,  elected,  was  not  included. 
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Election  statistics  for  1840  and  1841 — From 
the  official  rcturs.  Complete  returns  of  the  votes  for 
senators,  in  the  several  districts,  at  the  late  election, 
compared  with  the  vote  for  presidential  election  in 
1840. 

First  senate  district. 

1841.  1840. 


Counties. 

V.  B.  Whig. 

Ah'.  V.B. 

Harr. 

M. 

New  York 

16,303  16,123 

185  21,935  20,958 

179 

Kings 

2,523  2,708 

48  3,156 

3,298 

26 

Richmond 

816  767 

— 861 

903 

— 

Total 

19,642  19,638 

173  25,952  25,159 

205 

Van  Buren  majority  4. 

V.  Buren  maj.  793. 

Second  senate  district. 

Dutchess 

4,936  4,238 

4 5,362 

5,355 

13 

Orange 

4,124  2,849 

10  4,845 

4,371 

3 

Ulster 

4,031  3,598 

3 4,280 

4,491 

2 

Sullivan 

1,510  1,196 

5 1,679 

1-475 

9 

Rockland 

790  201 

— 1,657 

637 

— 

Putnam 

1,033  354 

— 1,583 

920 

— 

Westchester 

2,916  2,135 

— 4,354 

4,083 

8 

Suffolk 

1,902  901 

2 3,482 

2,415 

1 

Queens 

2,134  1,722 

— 2,550 

2,522 

2 

Total 

23,376  17,194 

24  29,792  26,269 

38 

Van  Buren  maj.  6,182.  V.  B.  maj.  3,523. 

Third  senate  district. 

Albany 

6,045  5,474 

71  5,944 

6,372 

45 

Rennselaer 

5,393  5,132 

68  5,424 

5,752 

32 

Schenectady 

1,667  1,536 

2 1,579 

1,752 

5 

Greene 

3,063  2,388 

— 3,258 

2,991 

7 

Delaware 

3,201  1,867 

32  3,849 

2,988 

13 

Schoharie 

2,794  1,991 

38  3,345 

2,895 

11 

Columbia 

4,104  3,619 

5 4,478 

4,287 

6 

Total 

26,267  22,007 

216  27,877 

27,037 

119 

Van  Buren  maj.  4,260.  V.  B. 

maj.  847. 

Fourth  senate 

district. 

Herkimer 

3,752  2,311 

187  4,350 

3,118 

70 

Montgomery 

2,868  2,348 

30  3,298 

2,S28 

9 

Fulton  & Ham.  11814  1,736 

121  1,867 

2,087 

24 

Saratoga 

2,805  3,560 

25  3,873 

4,410 

20 

Clinton 

1,866  1,666 

41  1,828 

2,023 

31 

Essex 

1,623  2,063 

3 1,789 

2 677 

— 

Eranklin 

1,082  1,184 

34  1,110 

1,440 

6 

St.  Lawrence  4,527  3,525 

95  4,751 

4,803 

— 

Washington 

*2,913  4,061 

143  3,024 

5,071 

33 

Warren 

1,471  852 

42  1,411 

1,306 

5 

Total 

25,721  23,306 

721  27,301 

29,709 

198 

Van  Buren  maj.  2,415.  Whig  maj.  2,408. 

Fifth  senate  district. 

Oneida 

6,436  4,832 

749  7,768 

7,156 

351 

Oswego 

3,758  3,377 

283  3,907 

4,192 

151 

Jefferson 

5,212  4,728 

205  5,930 

6,257 

59 

Lewis 

1,672  1,444 

65  1,755 

1,718 

37 

Otsego 

4,785  3,158 

135  5,580 

4,856 

57 

Madison 

3,875  3,398 

430  4,114 

4,266 

254 

Total 

25,738  20,934 

L867  28,754  28,445 

809 

Van  Buren  maj.  4,804.  V.  B.  maj.  309. 

Sixth  senate  district. 

Chenango 

3,987  3,813 

57  3,995 

4,386 

25 

Chemung 

2,039  1,347 

17  2,296 

1,698 

8 

Livingston 

2,296  3,228 

109  2,634 

3,916 

52 

Steuben 

4,191  3,014 

60  4,820 

4,081 

12 

Broome 

1,960  1,995 

48  2,131 

2,395 

21 

Tioga 

2,020  1,551 

4 2,180 

1,925 

5 

Tompkins 

3,405  3,381 

70  3,557 

3,969 

32 

Allegany 

3,158  3,210 

179  3,382 

4,132 

— 

Cattaraugus 

2,394  2,249 

174  2,475 

2,966 

64 

Total 

25,450  23,788 

718  27,470 

29,463  249 

Van  Buren  maj.  1,662.  Whig  maj.  1,998. 

Seventh  senatt 

district. 

Onondaga 

6,567  5,797 

261  6,561 

6,557 

105 

Seneca 

2,413  1,987 

49  2,472 

2,466 

10 

W ayne 

3,817  3,626 

112  3,997 

4,309 

36 

Yates 

1,987  1,714 

54  2,087 

2,072 

44 

Cayuga 

4,808  4,515 

186  4,863 

5,172 

73 

Ontario 

3,276  3,857 

265  3,451 

4,828 

152 

Cortland 

2,151  2,232 

161  2,229 

2,664 

44 

Total 

25,019  23,628 

1038  25,660 

28,058 

464 

Van  Buren  maj.  1,391.  Whig  maj.  2,408. 

Eighth  senate  distnct. 

Monroe 

4,043  4,966 

237  4,835 

6,468 

64 

Chautauque 

2,673  4,035 

36  3,345 

5,985 

20 

Erie 

2,861  3,803 

217  3,638 

6,787 

48 

Niagara 

1,783  2,121 

155  2,219 

2,963 

72 

Orleans 

2,045  1.696 

124  2,231 

2,606 

77 

Genesee 

1,706  2,439 

34  ) 

Wyoming 

1,451  1,847 

332  \ 

1,056 

170 

Total  16,762  20,906  1135  19,927  31,865  4S1 
Whig  maj.  4,144.  Whig  maj.  11,938. 


^Including  423  votes  for  Edward  Varney. 


RECAPITULATION. 


1841. 

1840. 

District. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 

Abol. 

V.  B. 

Harr. 

Abol. 

First 

19,642 

19,638 

173 

25,952 

25,159 

205 

Second 

23,377 

17,194 

24 

29,792 

26,269 

38 

Third 

26,267 

22,007 

216 

27,877 

27,037 

119 

Fourth 

25,721 

23,306 

661 

27,301 

29,709 

198 

Fifth 

25,738 

20,934 

1,867 

28,754 

28,445 

809 

Sixth 

25,450 

23,788 

718 

27,470 

29,468 

249 

Seventh.25,019 

23,628 

1,088 

25,660 

28,068 

464 

Eighth 

16,762 

20,906 

1,135 

19,927 

31,865 

451 

Total  187,976 

171,401 

5,882  ! 

212,733 

226,020 

2,533 

Van  Buren  majority  1841,  16,575.  Whig  majori- 
ty in  1840,  13,297.  Whig  falling  off,  56,619.  Van 
Buren  ditto,  24,757.  Aggregate  vote  in  1841,  364,659. 
Aggregate  in  1840,  441,286.  Less  vote  this  year, 
76,627. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  comparison  is  made  with 
the  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison  last  year,  which  was  far 
above  that  of  the  other  whig  tickets. 

Genesee  Valley  Canal.  Extensive  preparations 
were  made  at  Danville  on  the  23d,  to  celebrate  the 
letting  in  of  the  water  into  that  portion  of  the  canal 
between  Mount  Morris  and  Danville.  The  whole 
navigable  distance  is  now  about  50  miles. 

Erie  Canal.  The  Syracuse  Journal  says  some 
ten  or  twelve  sections  of  the  enlarged  canal,  between 
Utica  and  Rome,  were  let  by  the  commissioners  last 
week.  Four  or  five  hundred  persons,  it  is  stated, 
were  present,  desirous  of  obtaining  work. 

Low  water  in  the  Canal.  The  water  in  the 
canal  this  forenoon  was  lower  than  it  has  been  at 
any  time  since  the  completion  of  the  work.  It  was 
measured  this  morning  in  the  deepest  part,  just  on 
the  southeast  side  of  Commercial  street  bridge,  and 
was  found  to  be  only  15  inches  in  depth.  Of  course 
the  passage  of  boats  is  impossible.  Near  by  some 
thirty  men,  under  the  direction  of  Superintendent 
Baker,  are  at  work  deepening  a portion  of  the  canal 
bed.  They  labor  as  much  at  their  ease,  so  far  as 
water  is  concerned,  as  men  employed  in  ordinary 
ditching  or  draining.  [Buffalo  Commercial. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Canals  and  rail  roads.  Mr.  John  Dougherty, 
in  a communication  dated  Hollidaysburg,  Nov.  3d, 
addressed  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  recommends 
a variety  of  reforms  in  the  management  of  the  ca- 
nals and  rail  roads  of  that  state.  He  recommends 
that  the  repairs  on  all  these  state  works  should  be 
made  by  contracts — the  contracts  to  be  made  in  short 
.sections,  and  with  men  who  will  themselves  do  the 
work,  and  not  to  contractors  who  will  underlet.  He 
recommends  that  the  locomotives  on  the  Columbia 
rail  road  should  be  leased  to  individuals,  one  engine 
to  a man,  the  lessees  to  run  them  on  their  own  ac- 
count, and  also  that  owners  of  locomotives  be  au- 
thorised to  run  them  on  their  own  account.  This 
system  we  presume  would  introduce  a salutary  com- 
petition in  speed,  though  it  would  hardly  tend  to 
promote  the  safety  of  passengers.  He  is  of  opinion 
that  on  this  system  the  cost  of  motive  power,  which 
at  present  amounts  to  30  per  ton  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Columbia,  would  be  greatly  reduced.  He 
recommends  that  all  tolls  should  be  charged  to  the 
merchandise,  instead  of  being  charged  on  the  car, 
and  that  it  should  not  exceed  $3  per  ton  of  2,000 
lbs.  for  hardware,  S2  for  groceries,  §1  50  for  flour 
and  wheat,  and  $1  for  coal  and  plaster,  and  that  the 
motive  power  should  not  exceed  50  cents.  He  re- 
commends an  increase  in  the  length  of  locks,  so  as 
to  admit  of  the  use  of  larger  boats.  By  means  of 
these  and  other  reforms  he  maintains  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania route  of  communication  between  the  At- 
lantic and  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  may  compete  suc- 
cessfully with  the  New  York  canal"  and  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road;  and  that  the  Pennsylvania 
public  works  may  be  made  productive  of  revenue  to 
the  state. 

VIRGINIA. 

South  Western  Road.  The  Lynchburg  Virgi- 
nian, of  November  15,  contains  the  following  memo- 
rial prepared  in  pursuance  to  a resolution  of  the  late 
Christianburg  convention,  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
To  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of respect- 

fully represents: 

That  your  memorialists  desire  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  general  assembly  to  a subject  which  they 
feel  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  them. — 
They  do  not  forget,  that  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  in  various  shapes,  the  construction  of  a road,  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  connection  of  the  southwestern 
counties  of  the  state  with  James  river,  and  some  of 
the  principal  markets  of  Virginia,  has  been  brought 
I before  your  body.  But  they  arc  also  painfully  sensi- 


ble, that  nothing  has  yet  been  effected.  Deeply  im 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  such  a work  to  the 
interests,  not  only  of  the  southwest,  but  of  a large 
portion  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  they  again 
respectfully,  and  most  urgently,  bring  that  subject 
before  you,  and  ask  the  construction  of  a good  Mc- 
Adamised  road  from  the  Tennessee  line  near  Abing- 
don, to  the  most  eligible  point  on  James  river,  and 
that  the  work  be  executed  wholly  by  the  state,  and 
be  commenced  forthwith. 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary,  at  this  day, 
to  urge  at  length  the  various  arguments  and  motives, 
in  behalf  of  this  important  measure,  which  arise  on 
every  hand,  and  crowd  themselves  upon  the  mind. — 
Yet  they  cannot  forbear  to  suggest  to  the  general  as- 
sembly some  of  the  most  important  facts  and  consi- 
derations which  tend  to  the  adoption  of  the  project. 

It  is  the  southwest  that  asks  this  boon — a section 
of  country  more  rich  than  any  other  part  of  the  state 
in  its  resources  of  every  kind — but,  abundant  as  these 
resources  are,  they  are  rendered  of  but  little  compa- 
rative value  by  the  destitution  of  commercial  facili- 
ties. Remote  from  the  markets  of  the  country,  and 
denied  by  nature  those  easy  and  cheap  channels  of 
intercourse  which  elsewhere  exist,  the  products  of  a 
soil  teeming  with  fertility,  if  cultivated  beyond  the 
limit  of  our  own  wants,  must  rot  upon  our  farms, 
and  our  unequalled  mineral  wealth  be  confined  in  its 
circulation,  and  in  its  use,  to  the  extent  of  a difficult 
and  expensive  land  transportation. 

The  soil  of  the  southwestern  counties  is  notorious- 
ly rich;  and  possessing  a climate  favorable  to  the 
growth  of  almost  every  article  which  can  be  culti- 
vated in  the  state,  the  only  limit  to  its  production  is 
the  want  of  markets;  and  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
tance of  those  points  which  we  seek  the  aid  of  the 
general  assembly  to  reach,  many  of  those  products 
might  be  profitably  cultivated,  even  in  that  remote 
quarter. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  United  States 
which  comprises,  within  a small  compass,  so  much 
mineral  wealth,  as  a few  of  the  southwestern  coun- 
ties. 

The  counties  of  Wythe,  Smyth,  Washington  and 
an  extensive  adjoining  district  in  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, abound  in  iron  ore,  of  the  richest  quality,  and  af- 
ford iron  equal  to  any  whatever.  Numerous  manu- 
factories of  this  metal  exist,  which  produce  a quan- 
tity sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  country  around, 
and  furnish  to  the  distant  southwestern  states  a small 
amount  by  the  precarious  means  of  the  winter  fresh- 
ets. 

The  salt  of  Washington  and  Smyth  counties,  is 
equal  to  any  in  the  world.  The  water  from  which 
it  is  made  is  saturated  with  that  mineral;  and  recent 
search  has  ascertained  the  fact,  that  it  flows  from  a 
thick  deposite  of  rock  salt.  Upwards  of  100,000 
bushels  are  annually  made,  a portion  of  which  is  sent 
off  on  the  winter  floods  to  East  Tennessee. 

The  lead  mines,  in  the  county  of  Wythe,  are  capa- 
ble of  supplying  the  demand  for  that  metal  to  almost 
any  extent;  and  though  the  manufacture  of  it  now  lan- 
guishes on  account  of  the  low  price  in  market,  and 
the  high  price  of  transportation,  upwards  of  400  tons 
are  annually  made. 

But  the  most  valuable  of  the  minerals  of  that  region 
is  the  gypsum,  which  is  found  in  Washington  and 
Smyth  counties.  Extending  over  a tract  of  country 
not  less  than  12  miles  in  length,  and  existing  in  beds 
of  immense  thickness,  it  may  be  said  to  be  inexhaus- 
tible. This  mineral  is  the  more  valuable,  from  its 
great  purity — its  quality  being  far  superior  to  that 
brought  from  abroad. 

All  these  substances  exist  in  such  abundance,  that 
any  quantity  can  be  produced  which  the  market  might 
require: 

Your  memorialists  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  be- 
nefit that  must  result  from  affording  to  all  these  in- 
terests some  facility  for  the  conveyance  ot  such 
abundant  agricultural  and  mineral  products  to  mar- 
ket. To  develope  to  their  full  extent  such  resources — 
to  impart  activity  and  energy  to  an  extensive  and 
rich  section  of  the  state — to  give  wealth  and  com- 
mercial prosperity  to  a hitherto  neglected  part  of  our 
common  country — are  surely  objects,  the  attainment 
of  which  may  be  justly  deemed  the  duty  of  our  go- 
vernment. 

But  the  benefits  which  must  result  from  the  con- 
templated improvement,  would  not  be  confined  to  the 
southwest.  We  seek,  through  this  measure,  to  en- 
large a commerce  now  small,  with  the  eastern  part  of 
Virginia.  The  principal  towns  upon  James  river, 
together  with  the  country  around  them,  cannot  fail 
to  reap  a harvest  from  it,  rich  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  facility  afforded.  The  proposed  work  can- 
not fail,  in  our  view  to  have  a further  tendency  in 
the  highest  degree  desirahle.  The  merchandise  for 
the  consumption  of  the  southwest,  including  a large 
part  of  east  Tennessee,  is  purchased  generally  in  the 
cities  north  of  Virginia.  The  construction  of  the 
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proposed  road,  together  with  the  James  River  canal, 
would  make  that  the  line  not  only  of  transport,  but 
of  travel,  for  those  merchants',  and  we  look  with  con- 
fidence to  the  result,  that,  before  long,  that  purchas- 
ing trade  would  stop  in  the  principal  towns  of  our 
own  state,  the  merchants  of  which  will  not  permit  a 
commerce  so  valuable  to  pass  by  them  to  more  dis- 
tant points  beyond  our  border. 

To  the  James  river  improvement,  which  is  regard- 
ed as  the  great  work  of  the  state,  its  effect  must  be 
particularly  advantageous.  Terminating  at  a point 
high  up  on  that  river  the  stimulus  thus  afforded  to 
southwestern  commerce,  would  pour  into  that  canal 
a greatly  increased  quantity  of  tonnage.  Indeed, 
your  memorialists  look  upon  the  projected  road  as 
the  most  valuable  auxiliary  that,  can  be  devised  to 
that  work,  and  to  be  so  essential  to  a full  develop- 
ment of  its  great  utility,  that  it  should  rather  be  re- 
garded as  a necessary  part  of  that  magnificent  under- 
taking. 

Nor  is  this  subject  to  be  regarded  with  a view  to 
the  commerce  of  southwestern  Virginia  only.  The 
broad  and  rich  valley  of  the  Holston  extends  into 
east  Tennessee,  where  its  character  for  fertility  and 
productiveness  is  maintained,  and  the  same  facilities 
which  will  stimulate,  and  throw  into  eastern  Virginia, 
the  trade  of  the  southwestern  counties,  will  draw 
along  the  same  channel,  and  to  the  same  points,  the 
commerce  of  an  extensive  and  rich  portion  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee. 

The  proposed  road  becomes  of  greater  importance, 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  the  state  of  Tennessee  is 
prosecuting  the  improvements  of  her  own  territory 
with  a vigor  which  promises  the  best  results.  A rail 
road,  extending  from  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina, 
by  Augusta,  into  Georgia,  is  now  under  construction 
to  the  border  of  Tennessee;  and  that  state  is  actively 
prosecuting  the  continuation  of  the  road  within  her 
own  territory  to  the  town  of  Knoxville.  There  is 
moreover,  strong  assurance  given  to  us,  that  Tennes- 
see will  extend,  from  the  Virginia  line,  whatever 
work  may  be  constructed  to  that  point  on  our  part, 
at  least  to  Knoxville — perhaps  to  Nashville;  a large 
fund  is  now  in  her  hands,  which  there  is  strong  rea- 
son to  believe  will  be  applied  to  this  object.  The 
completion  of  these  plans  will  form  along  and  highly 
important  line  of  communication  between  the  coun- 
try north  and  east  of  Abingdon,  and  the  states  south 
and  west  of  that  point;  constituting  one  cf  the  most 
valuable  and  useful  channels,  both  of  commerce  and 
travel,  in  the  United  States.  The  general  assembly 
cannot  fail  to  perceive  the  danger,  that  the  valuable 
and  rich  trade  of  the  southwest  may  seek  a southern 
outlet,  and  be  wholly  diverted  from  our  own  state, 
unless  the  connection  with  James  river,  which  we 
ask,  shall  be  made,  and  made  at  once. 

The  foregoing  facts  appear  to  your  memorialists  to 
shew  satisfactorily,  that  the  stock  of  the  proposed 
road  must  be  profitable,  and  that  it  will  form  a valua- 
ble exceplibn  to  most  of  the  projects  of  that  kind,  in 
which  the  state  has  hitherto  engaged.  No  accurate 
estimate  can  be  made  of  the  amount  of  transportation 
along  the  route  annnally  at  present;  but  enough  is 
known  to  justify  the  assertion,  that  not  less  than 
50,000  tons  is  now  transported  on  it,  even  under  the 
present  most  unfavorable  circumstances.  Under  the 
impulse  given  to  the  industry  and  energy  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  projected  work,  the  increase  of  transpor- 
tation must  be  great;  and  when  to  that  is  added  the 
tolls  derived  from  travel,  no  doubt  can  exist  as  to  the 
profit  of  the  work  to  the  state. 

The  practicability  of  the  easy  and  cheap  construc- 
tion of  such  a road  is  not  now  a matter  of  any  doubt. 
Its  general  direction  would  conform  to  that  0f  our 
mountains,  and  along  its  whole  length  but  one  Udge 
of  any  magnitude  is  to  be  encountered,  which  can 
surmounted  at  any  grade  that  may  be  desirec|.  rpjie 
materials  best  adapted  to  that  kind  of  roa(]  abound 
every  where;  and  labor  and  other  necessar;cs  for  such 
work  can  be  procured  perhaps  more  cheap]y  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  country.  More  than  one  sur- 
vey of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  Valley  has  been 
made  by  the  engineers  of  the  state,  whose  reports 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
with  the  information  which  they  afford,  as  well  as 
his  own  persona!  observation,  the  principal  engineer 
of  the  state  estimates  the  cost,  exclusive  of  bridges, 
at  $3,000  per  mile,  which  taking  the  distance  to  be 
190  miles,  would  amount  to  $570,000.  Cheaply,  in- 
deed, would  all  its  advantages  be  purchased  at  a 
price  so  far  below  their  value. 

Your  memorialists  refer  the  general  assembly  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  delegates  from 
a number  of  the  southwestern  counties  upon  this  sub- 
ject, held  at  Christiansburg,.  on  the  25th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1841,  a copy  of  which  is  ordered  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you  herewith.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  memo- 
rial is  submitted  to  you  in  obedience  to,  and  in  con- 
formity with,  the  resolutions  of  that  numerous  and 
talented  assembly. 


We  appeal,  then,  to  the  general  assembly,  to  be- I 
stow  this  rich  and  long  deferred  boon  upon  a part  of 
the  state  hitherto  but  little  obtrusive  as  to  its  claims 
upon  their  attention  and  patronage.  We  ask  of  jus- 
tice to  extend  to  that  quarter  of  our  commonwealth 
those  facilities  of  intercourse,  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore cheerfully  seen  it  bestow,  with  a liberal  hand, 
upon  other  more  favorable  regions.  And  we  urge 
the  adoption,  and  immediate  prosecution,  of  the  pro- 
ject the  more  strongly,  because  in  our  view  it  cannot 
fail  to  {wove  profitable  to  the  state  as  a mere  source 
of  income,  at  the  same  time  that  the  interests  of  both 
the  west  and  the  east  will  be  greatly  promoted,  and 
distant  parts  of  the  commonwealth  be  brought  near- 
er, and  bound  more  closely  to  each  other,  by  increas- 
ed intercourse  and  mutual  interest. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  £tc. 

University.  Professor  Sylvester.  We  are  happy 
to  announce  the  arrival  of  this  gentleman — the  new- 
ly appointed  professor  of  mathematics  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia — an  event  which  was  distinguished  on 
the  part  of  the  students  by  a brilliant  illumination. 

The  number  of  students  has  swelled  to  about  175, 
which  is  a full  average  of  previous  sessions  at  this  1 
period,  and  affords  a favorable  augury  of  the  continu- 
ed prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  institution. 

[ Charlottesville  Mv. 

Constitution.  A movement  is  making  among  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  Virginia,  to  procure 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution,  so  as  to  apportion 
representation  on  the  basis  of  a white  population. 
Several  public  meetings  have  been  held,  and  the  pa- 
pers are  discussing  the  subject  with  great  earnestness. 
The  late  census  showing  a majority  of  white  popula- 
tion west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion say  they  suffer  great  injustice  in  not  having  a 
controlling  voice  in  the  councils  of  the  state. 

To  effect  the  object,  some  propose  a convention, 
while  others  arc  disposed  first  to  make  a trial  in  the 
assembly.  The  existing  constitution  provides  for  a 
re-apportionment  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
each  house  of  the  general  assembly. 

Resumption  in  Virginia.  “Our  intelligent  cor- 
respondent proposes  the  1st  of  September,  as  the  pe- 
riod of  resumption.  The  Lynchburg  Virginian  pro- 
poses the  1st  of  October.  AVe  should  prefer,  for  our 
own  part,  the  1st  of  August,  or  even  an  earlier  day, 
if  practicable.  The  sooner,  certainly,  the  better. — 
But  we  must[have  an  eye  to  the  state  of  the  exchange 
between  Virginia  and  the  north;  and  by  one  of  the 
days  specified,  it  is  presumed  the  next  harvest  of 
wheat,  and  the  present  crop  of  tobacco,  may  be 
brought  to  market,  and  come  into  requisition,  and 
furnish  available  funds  for  the  resumption  of  pay- 
ments and  the  solid  support  of  our  bank  credit.  It  is 
better  to  wait  a short  time,  to  allow'  these  institutions 
the'means  of  maintaining  their  specie  payments  when 
they  commence,  rather  than  precipitately  begin  the 
resumption  and  then  be  compelled  to  close  the  vaults 
again.”  [ Richmond  Enq. 

Popular  Education.  There  appears  to  be  a ge- 
neral movement  on  this  subject  in  many  parts  of  the 
state.  The  citizens  of  Richmond  and  Henrico  met 
on  Nov.  15,  Gen.  Lambert,  the  mayor,  presided,  and 
Thos.  Ritchie  was  appointed  secretary.  A deputa- 
tion of  10  deputies  from  the  city,  and  of  10  from  the 
county  was  appointed  to  represent  them  in  the  state 
education  convention  to  be  held  at  Richmond  on  the 
9th  of  December. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  governor’s  message,  will  be  found  in  this 
number  of  the  Register. 

The  legislature.  The  Columbia  correspodent 
of  the  Charleston  Mercury  writes  on  the  24lh  Nov. 

“The  business  of  the  session  begins  already  to  as- 
sume an  interesting  character,  and  as  there  is  full 
four  weeks  to  Christmas,  a good  deal  of  important 
matter  will  be  introduced  and  disposed  of.  The 
distribution  bill  will  be  repudiated  with  promptitude 
and  unanimity,  to  the  lasting  honor  of  the  state.  The 
committees  on  Federal  relations,  of  both  houses  are, 

I learn,  very  decided  on  the  point,  and  will  make 
strong  reports  at  an  early  day.  Judge  Huger  has, 
with  his  characteristic  decision  and  high-mindedness 
led  off'  in  the  senate,  and  all  the  prominent  men  are 
of  one  mind,  as  w'ell  in  as  out  of  the  legislature. 

“The  governor’s  message,  which  has  given  the 
most  general  and  cordial  satisfaction,  was  to-day  dis- 
sected, and  its  several  parts  turned  over  to  the  pro- 
per committees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Phillips.  The 
committee  on  federal  relations  will  have  their  hands 
full,  you  may  depend,  but  not  more  than  the  broad 
back  of  the  able  chairman,  col.  Hunt,  can  easily  car- 
ry, and  we  shall  soon  see  some  of  the  results  of  his 
clear,  vigorous,  laborious  head. 


I “Mr.  A.  Rhett  gave  notice  of  the  introduction  of 
' a bill  relating  to  the  pending  controversy  between 
New  York  and  the  Old  Dominion,  about  reclaiming 
fugitive  slaves.  It  is  understood  to  be  a simple 
transcript,  with  a few  alterations,  of  what  is  called 
the  Virginia  inspection  law,  and,  I presume,  will  be 
unanimously  passed.  Plow  can  the  state  do  other- 
wise, if  she  sets  a particle  of  value  on  her  safety, 
and  the  pledge  she  gave  to  her  sister  states  of  the 
south,  when  the  matter  of  Maine  and  Georgia  came 
up  two  sessions  ago.” 

GEORGIA. 

Senator  Berrien — instructions.  A majority  of 
the  committee  in  the  Georgia  legislature  on  the  state 
of  the  republic  have  made  a report  instructing  judge 
Berrien  to  resign  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States.  The  report  protests  against  the  distribution 
bill  and  the  bank  bills.  The  minority  were  to  make 
a counter  report. 

ALABAMA. 

The  legislature  adjourned  after  a nine  day’s 
; session.  Among  the  acts  was  one  for  a special  elec- 
tion of  members  of  congress  in  not  less  than  twenty 
days  from  the  date  of  the  governor’s  proclamation; 
and  another  sanctioning  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  indefinitely.  Resolutions  expressing  the 
opinion  that  New  York  is  wrong  in  the  Virginia 
controversy,  and  pledging  Alabama  to  Virginia; 
others,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  hon.  Dixon  H. 
Lewis.  Members  to  wear  crape  for  thirty  days,  and 
the  governor  to  convey  to  the  widow  of  the  deceas- 
ed the  sincere  condolence  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 

“The  joint  preamble  aud  resolutions  (says  the 
Tuscaloosa  Flag  of  the  17th  inst.)  introduced  in  the 
senate  on  Saturday  last,  by  the  hon.  W.  K.  Baylor, 
of  Jefferson,  against  the  reception  of  the  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  that 
may  fail  to  the  share  of  this  state  in  the  grand  scheme 
of  bribery,  devised  by  Mr.  Clay,  had  their  second 
reading  in  that  body  on  Monday,  and  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  federal  relations.  AVe  do  not 
know  what  will  be  the  character  of  the  report  the 
committee  will  make  on  them. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  State  Bonds.  The  hon.  John  Henderson, 
late  U.  S.  senator  of  the  state,  has  addressed  a long 
letter  to  his  constituents,  from  which  we  extract  the 
following  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  state  on  the 
subject  of  the  state  bonds: 

“Mississippi  now  surpasses  four  of  her  sister  states 
of  the  old  thirteen,  and  three  of  the  new  states,  in  re- 
presentative population.  AVe  grow  the  largest  agri- 
cultural export  of  any  state  in  the  union,  and  the  lar- 
gest for  its  population,  of  any  state  in  the  world — 
besides  growing  as  much  corn  for  home  consumption 
as  all  the  New  England  states  together.  If,  there- 
fore, we  had  all  our  bonds  to  pay  without  assistance 
from  the  banks  that  owe  them,  and  this  payment 
was  assessed  equally  upon  a full  cotton  crop  of  a sin- 
gle year,  it  would  only  diminish  the  year’s  product  as 
left  for  enjoyment  of  our  citizens  to  an  ordinary  short 
crop.  I,  of  course,  will  be  understood  in  this  propo- 
sition as  using  it  only  to  expose  the  exaggerated  fal- 
lacies of  those  who  would  cheat  our  citizens  out  of 
their  good  sense  and  good  faith  by  alarming  their 
apprehensions  with  the  imagined  burdens  of  taxation 
and  ruinous  consequences  they  must  encounter  to 
support  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  state.  No  one 
supposes  our  debt  is  to  be  paid  in  a single  year.  The 
contract  does  not  authorise  it,  and  no  financial  pru- 
dence would  justify  or  require  it.  But  it  is  clear,  if 
our  citizens  could  survive  one  short  crop  without  ruin 
they  could,  if  necessitated,  pay  this  whole  debt  in  a 
single  year  from  the  proceeds  of  a full  crop,  with  no 
greater  distress  than  a failure  of  less  than  half  of  a 
single  export  crop  would  cost  them.  As  a question 
of  policy  then,  how  mistaken  and  mischevious  is  that 
which  proposes  to  our  citizens  the  repudiation  of  our 
state  bonds?  All  wiil  agree  our  debt  is  a large  one, 
and  requires  good  economy  to  pay  it  without  some  in- 
convenience. All  will  concur  in  condemning  the 
causes  which  devolved  this  debt  upon  us.  But  to  jus- 
tify or  excuse  the  principle  of  repudiation,  we  exag- 
gerate the  debt — we  exaggerate  the  respective  bur- 
dens necessary  to  discharge  it — we  give  to  ourselves 
the  worse  reputation  abroad,  in  exaggerating  tho 
moral  delinquencies  of  our  citizens  and  public  func- 
tionaries, in  contracting  the  debt  and  wasting  the 
proceeds.  Every  matter  of  apprehension,  of  oblo- 
quy, or  censure  is  exaggerated  for  the  purpose  of 
nerving  the  people  with  a spirit  of  bitterness  and  ex- 
asperation, requisite  to  adopting  the  desperate  and 
fatal  policy  of  dishonoring  the  bonds  and  plighted 
faith  of  the  state. 
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In  this  state  of  things,  the  several  communities 
abroad  and  around  us  are  watching  this  singular  con- 
test with  astonishment,  derision,  pity  or  reproach. — 
Its  tendency  is  to  check  emigration  to  the  state,  and 
promote  that  of  our  citizens  from  the  state.  It  di- 
minishes the  price  of  our  real  property  and  its  citi- 
zens; and  none  of  us,  in  the  estimate  of  strangers,  can 
or  do  escape  a portion  of  the  moral  blight  which  this 
question  inflicted  upon  us.  I doubt  much  if  those 
who  for  months  past  have  been  engaged  in  this  strife, 
excited  by  party  violence  and  prejudiced  by  their  pe- 
cuniary interest  which  this  question  involves,  appre- 
hend its  consequences  and  perceive  its  bearings  with 
unbiassed  judgment.  Most  of  you,  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, are  emigrants  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

Your  former  friends  and  acquaintances  in  those 
states  can  have  no  interest  in  this  agitating  subject, 
aside  from  your  honor  and  prosperity.  Have  you 
deemed  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  ascertain  how 
these  impartial  judges  regard  the  question?  You  can- 
not be  indifferent  to  their  good  opinion  nor  to  the 
honor  of  the  state  of  your  adoption.  Now,  as  for 
months  past,  I have  heard  much  more  of  this  subject 
without  than  within  the  state,  I will  pledge  you  my 
best  judgment  and  information  that  notone  in  twenty 
of  the  citizens  of  those  states,  who  have  noticed  the 
subject,  hut  condemns  the  anti-bond  policy  urged  for 
your  adoption.  No  evasive  plea  in  abatement,  even 
if  temporarily  successful,  will  justify  us  in  the  judg- 
ment of  our  peers.  The  moral  sense  of  communities 
and  of  mankind  will  condemn  us. 

Suppose  then,  you  who  urge  the  measure,  achieve 
that  disastrous  majority  against  the  payment  of  these 
bonds — what  then?  How  long  can  the  position  be 
vindicated?  Suppose  you  were  to  maintain  that  posi- 
tion five  years — beside  the  dishonor,  which  a score  of 
years  could  not  efface,  I verily  believe  as  a question 
of  dollars  and  cents,  the  state  would  lose  more  in 
consequence  of  its  position  in  that  time  than  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt.  And  what  finally,  after 
all?  Does  any  one  suppose  if  the  banks  are  unable 
to  pay  these  bonds  they  are  to  remain  forever  unpaid? 
Trust  no  such  counsellors.  No.  After  we  shall  have 
run  the  round  of  dishonor  and  humility,  and  greatly 
diminished  or  retarded  the  resources  of  our  state, 
either  from  coercion  or  a constrained  choice,  we 
shall  at  last  pay  the  bonds.  Honesty,  therefore  is 
still  the  better  policy.  Not  more  honorable  merely, 
but  in  this  instance  a great  deal  cheaper.  For  if  we 
cripple  the  credit  and  resources  of  the  state  by  a vote 
of  repudiation,  each  dollar  we  shall  afterwards  pay 
will  have  cost  us  two.  Every  incentive,  then,  save 
the  temporary  success  of  a party,  urges  us  to  the 
public  recognition  of  our  state  bonds — the  prompt 
payment  of  the  interest  thereby  due,  and  a renewed 
pledge  to  maintain  our  public  faith  untarnished  for 
the  future.” 

Governor  McNutt’s  letter  to  the  bankers,  Hope  & 
Co.  of  Europe,  in  reply  to  their  enquiries,  will  be 
found  on  page  388  of  the  last  vol.  (60)  of  the  Regis- 
ter— and  furnishes  the  opposite  view  on  the  subject 
of  those  bonds.  The  letter  is  now  extensively  co- 
pied into  the  public  journals  of  the  day  without  re- 
ference to  its  authority. 

OHIO. 

Proposed  whig  convention.  A suggestion  is 
thrown  out  by  the  standard  at  McConnelsville,  se- 
conded by  the  Times,  at  Cambridge,  for  holding  a 
whig  state  convention  sometime  next  spring  at  Zanes- 
ville, for  the  nomination  of  a whig  candidate  for  go- 
vernor. [Zanesville  Republican. 

The  Scioto  Gazette  in  allusion  to  the  subject  says: 
“The  proposition  to  hold  a state  convention  takes 
like  wild-fire.  The  good  whigs  of  Ohio  are  chafing 
for  another  contest  with  their  opponents,  in  which 
our  friends  are  determined  to  come  ofF  victorious. 
The  time  and  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention, are  now  only  to  be  determined.  We  vote 
for  the  anniversary  of  Washington’s  birth  day,  as  the 
time;  and  Columbus  as  the  place.  Our  experience  in 
conventions  proves  to  us  that  it  is  no  favor  to  the 
people  of  any  town  to  hold  a great  gathering  in  it. 
But  the  people  of  Ohio  have  a claim  on  Columbus, 
for  it  was  their  money  to  a great  degree  that  made 
that  city  what  she  is.  Therefore,  though  the  good 
folks  of  Zanesville  may  be  anxious  to  display  their 
well  known  hospitality,  it  is  too  much  to  ask  it  of 
them.  Let  the  Buckeye  whigs  meet  at  their  own 
state  capitol,  which  is  central,  and  easy  of  access 
from  all  parts  of  the  state. 

Proposed  Van  Buren  convention.  The  Van  Bu- 
ren  central  committee  have  published  a circular  ad- 1 
dressed  to  the  party,  calling  a convention  at  Colurn-  ! 
bus  on  the  8th  of  January  next,  “to  nominate  a can-  I 
didate  for  governor,  and  form  such  a state  organiza- 


tion as  will  secure  the  most  efficient  action  of  the 
democratic  party.” 

On  this  topic  the  Steubenville  Gazette  says — The 
Van  Buren  party  have  not  yet  fixed  either  upon 
time  or  place  for  their  convention.  If  our  present 
excellent  governor,  Corwin,  will  consent  to  be  again 
a candidate  for  that  office,  we  cannot  perceive  the 
necessity  for  a convention.  Not  a true  democrat  in 
the  state  will  refuse  to  yield  him  his  support,  and  we 
trust  he  will  not  decline  a re-election.  It  would 
give  the  senior  editor  of  this  paper  great  pleasure,  to 
have,  again,  the  opportunity  of  calling  to  “order” 
and  organizing  another  twenty-five  thousand  hard 
fisted  stout  hearted  democrats.  If  a democratic  con- 
vention must  he  holden,  we  rather  think  that  Colum- 
bus is  the  most  suitable  place.  But  we  are  willing 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  democratic  cen- 
tral committee. 

Election  Statistics.  The  Ohio  State  Journal, 
says:  “We  are  indebted  to  a friend  for  the  following 
compilation  of  the  total  vote  given  at  the  late  elec- 
tion in  this  state  for  members  of  the  legislature.  In 
Stark  and  Butler  counties,  the  whigs  made  no  regu- 
lar opposition.  In  Summit,  the  election  turned  upon 
the  county  seat  question.  The  vote  of  Athens  could 
not  be  obtained.  In  these  four  counties,  last  year’s 
vote  is  given,  except  Athens,  where  Corwin’s  majo- 
rity only  is  given.  This  calculation  is  made  from 
the  highest  vote  given  to  each  party. 


Whig. 

V.  B. 

Whig. 

V.B. 

Adams 

893 

1,100 

Licking 

2,326 

2,799 

Allen 

508 

740 

Logan 

1,184 

745 

Ashtabula 

2,286 

759 

Lorain 

1,469 

1,362 

Athens 

607 

Lucas 

618 

597 

Belmont 

2,559 

2,574 

Madison 

705 

482 

Brown 

1,458 

1,689 

Marion 

930 

919 

Butler 

2,083 

3,245 

Medina 

1,378 

1,157 

Carroll 

1,516 

1,505 

Meigs 

757 

580 

Champaign 

1,625 

1,103 

Mercer 

368 

514 

Clark 

1,503 

703 

Miami 

1,818 

1,107 

Clermont 

1,835 

2,221 

Monroe 

547 

1,573 

Clinton 

1,633 

911 

Montgomery  2,663 

2,536 

Columbiana 

2,479 

3,288 

Morgan 

1,639 

1,829 

Coshocton 

1,142 

1,557 

Muskingum 

2,341 

1,484 

Crawford 

492 

778 

Ottowa 

130 

141 

Cuyahoga 

2,123 

1,524 

Paulding 

38 

104 

Darke 

965 

976 

Perry 

972 

1,673 

Delaware 

1,857 

1,612 

Pickaway 

1,767 

1,610 

Erie 

858 

769 

Pike 

539 

625 

Fairfield 

1,370 

2,484 

Portage 

2,186 

1,870 

Fayette 

889 

734 

Preble 

1,554 

1,222 

Franklin 

2,326 

1,705 

Putnam 

309 

447 

Gallia 

958 

659 

Richland 

2,290 

3,092 

Geauga 

1,508 

806 

Ross 

2,292 

1,958 

Greene, 

1,476 

658 

Sandusky 

472 

668 

Guernsey 

2,132 

2,060 

Sciota 

866 

587 

Hamilton 

4,936 

5,426 

Seneca 

850 

1,144 

Hancock 

367 

739 

Shelby 

748 

789 

Hardin 

351 

319 

Stark 

2,650 

3,177 

Harrison 

1,835 

1,781 

Summit 

2,451 

1,728 

Henry 

117 

120 

Trumbull 

2,626 

2,882 

Highland 

1,724 

1,668 

Tuscarawas 

1,789 

1,425 

Hocking 

332 

728 

Union 

656 

504 

Holmes 

494 

1,332 

Van  Wert 

100 

143 

Huron 

1,717 

1,416 

Warren 

1,768 

1,220 

Jackson 

594 

772 

Washington 

1,915 

1,326 

Jefferson 

2,046 

2,244 

Wayne 

1,206 

1,980 

Knox 

1,787 

2,058 

Williams 

298 

379 

Lake 

1,164 

564 

Wood 

335 

377 

Lawrence 

479 

456 

Total  whig  vote 

106,573 

Whig  majority  2,040 

Common  schools  of  Cincinnati.  We  are  in- 
debted to  the  kindness  of  E.  P.  Langdon,  esq.  for  a 
copy  of  the  twelfth  annual  report  to  the  city  council 
rendred  by  the  board  of  trustees  and  visiters,  includ- 
ing the  report  of  the  board  of  examiners  and  inspec- 
tors from  which  we  derive  the  following  extracts: 

Government  and  instruction.  The  schools  are  so 
arranged  as  to  form  four  general  grades  under  each 
principal  teacher.  The  pupils  of  the  first,  or  higher 
grade,  taught  by  the  principals;  the  second  by  the 
1st  assistants;  the  third  by  the  2d  assistants;  and  the 
fourth  by  the  3d  assistant  teachers.  When  attention 
is  paid  to  having  the  schools  properly  graded,  it  is 
found  that  one  teacher  can  teach  a much  larger 
number  of  scholars,  without  an  increase  of  labor, 
than  could  be  taught  by  him,  were  no  such  grades 
made. 

It  has  been  the  unceasing  effort  of  the  trustees  to 
make  the  course  of  instruction  uniform  in  all  the 
schools,  and  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  pupils 
the  necessity  of  being  strictly  moral  in  their  conduct, 
to  use  chaste  and  pure  language,  and  to  be  polite  and 
kind  to  all  with  whom  they  associate. 

The  lamented  Judge  Buel,  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Cultivator,  has  said,  “children  belong  to  the 


republic.  Thus  taught  the  Spartans  and  thus  we 
should  teach.  As  the  twig  is  bent,  so  will  the  tree 
incline.  If  we  sow  tares  we  cannot  expect  to  reap 
wheat.  Children  are  the  materials,  the  wood,  brick 
and  mortar,  if  we  may  so  express  ourselves,  which 
are  to  compose  our  temple  of  freedom,  and  if  the 
the  materials  are  bad  or  unsound,  dilapidation  will 
ensue  and  the  beautiful  fabric  will,  ere  long,  fall  to 
the  ground.  If  children  are  brought  up  in  idleness, 
they  are  too  often  useless  to  themselves'  and  become 
a tax  upon  society.  If  they  are  not  taught  to  do  good 
they  will  learn  to  do  evil.  If  they  are  brought 
up  in  ignorance,  they  are,  in  a manner  unfitted  to 
discharge  the  high  duties  which  devolve  upon  free- 
men. If  the  mental  soil  is  not  culticated,  weeds  and 
brambles,  and  thorns  will  spring  up  spontaneous- 
ly, to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  community.  As 
every  man’s  vote  weighs  alike  in  the  political  scale, 
it  were  well  for  all,  that  every  man  had  enough  of 
good  sense  and  independence,  to  cast  his  vote  honest- 
ly. And  the  best  way  to  insure  this  is  to  lay  a good 
foundation  of  usefulness  in  youth — to  teach  the  hands 
to  work  and  the  mind  to  think.” 

School  revenue.  The  revenue  is  mainly  derived 
from  a general  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  city — 
one  mill  on  the  dollar  for  building  purposes,  and  one 
mill  on  the  dollar  for  tuition — making  two  mills  on 
the  dollar  levied  by  the  city  for  school  purposes,  over 
and  above  the  state  tax.  The  state  has  heretofore 
levied  a tax  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools.  The  law  left  it  discretionary  with 
the  commissioners  of  each  county  in  the  state,  to 
reduce  the  school  tax  for  the  state  in  their  respec- 
tive counties,  to  any  sum  not  less  than  one  mill  to 
the  dollar.  And  without  any  call  for  the  exercise  of 
this  power  from  the  people,  the  commissioners  of 
Hamilton  county  have  taken  off  one  mill  on  the  dol- 
lar; thereby  doing  to  the  common  schools  of  the 
county  all  the  injury  that  their  official  stations  per- 
mitted them  to  do.  It  has  taken  one-half  of  the 
support  from  the  schools  in  the  county,  and  one-third 
from  our  city  schools,  so  far  as  the  fund  raised  by 
taxes  is  concerned. 

The  provision  in  the  law  no  doubt  was  a wise  one, 
and  intended  for  the  benefit  of  counties  otherwise 
expressly  provided  for,  or  those  in  which  the  inhabi- 
tants were  so  thinly  settled,  as  to  render  a postpone- 
ment of  a full  organization  of  the  school  system 
within  their  boundaries  advisable.  But  that  the  old, 
populous,  wealthy,  enterprising,  patriotic  and  bene- 
volent county  of  Hamilton  should  be  disgraced  by 
such  a thrust  at  her  honor,  interests,  and  educational 
spirit,  was  never  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  that 
law. 

That  the  representatives  from  Hamilton  county 
never  contemplated  a reduction  in  the  school  tax  here, 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  they  imposed  addition- 
al duties  upon  the  trustees,  which  are  attended  with 
a large  increase  in  the  school  expenditures: — such  as 
the  establishment  of  German  English  schools,  and 
evening  schools  for  apprentices,  &c.  Instead  of 
pulling  down  this  noble  system,  the  commissioners 
should  have  been  among  the  first  to  sustain  and  build 
it  up. 

The  tax  should  be  reinstated,  and  the  power  to  re- 
duce it,  taken  from  the  commissioners. 

In  additipn  to  the  above  named  funds  the  state  ap- 
propriates two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools — which  sum  is  distributed  to  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  and  school  districts  of  the  state  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  children  reported,  from 
four  to  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  each.  These 
several  sums  for  the  city  are  paid  over,  as  other  pub- 
lic moneys  are,  to  the  city  treasurer. 

School  officers.  Two  trustees  and  visiters  of  com- 
mon schools  to  each  ward,  are  annually  elected  by 
the  citizens:  thus  composing  from  the  seven  wards 
of  the  city  a board  of  fourteen  members,  who  audit 
and  allow  all  school  accounts,  which  are  then  pass- 
ed by  the  council,  and  orders  drawn  upon  the  trea- 
surer for  their  payment.  The  trustees  appoint  the 
teachers,  and  have  the  general  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  schools. 

The  board  of  examiners  and  inspectors  of  com- 
mon schools  is  composed  of  seven  gentlemen,  who 
receive  their  appointment  from  the  city  council,  for 
three  years.  They  examine  the  qualifications  of 
teachers,  inspect  the  schools  as  to  their  government 
and  course  of  studies,  and  are  required  to  report  the 
result  of  their  examinations  and  inspections  to  the 
council,  and  to  the  trustees,  at  least  twice  a year. 
No  teacher  can  be  employed  in  the  common  schools 
without  first  having  obtained  from  the  board  of  ex- 
aminers a certificate  as  to  qualifications  and  moral 
character. 

In  addition  to  the  two  hoards  already  named,  the 
city  council  exercises  a united  and  constant  supervi- 
sion over  the  interests  of  the  schools. 

German  English  common  schools.  In  conformity 
with  the  law  of  the  state  passed  March  19,  1840,  the 
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trustees  and  visiters  have,  during  the  past  year,  in- 
stituted two  schools  of  this  kind.  One  is  conducted 
by  three  teachers,  the  other  by  two — making  five 
teachers  in  ali.  The  expenses  in  keeping  up  these 
scools  amounted  to  $1,113  88. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  there  was  considerable 
difficulty  in  establishing  these  schools — school  rooms 
had  to  be  furnished,  and  teachers  selected  who  un- 
derstood the  German  and  English  languages.  This 
was  not  so  easily  done  as  was  at  first  anticipated. — 
In  the  selection  of  teachers,  however,  the  board  have 
thus  far  been  very  fortunate.  But  after  the  teachers 
were  employed,  there  was  still  a difficulty  as  to  the 
organization  of  the  schools,  and  the  course  of  in- 
struction to  be  pursued  in  them. 

The  trustees  have  requested  their  German  friends 
to  visit  the  schools,  and  have  advised  with  them  in 
all  matters  relating  to  them,  and  requested  their 
views  as  to  the  course  of  studies  they  deemed  pro- 
per to  be  conducted  therein.  These  requests  have 
been  kindly  acceeded  to,  and  several  communications 
have  been  laid  before  the  board  on  these  subjects, 
which  have  been  received  and  duly  considered. 

The  law  authorising  the  German  English  schools, 
contemplates  giving  instruction  in  language.  It  says: 
“it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  trustees  and 
visiters  of  common  schools,  to  provide  a suitable 
number  of  German  schools  under  some  duly  qualifi- 
ed teachers,  for  the  instruction  of  such  youth,  as  de- 
sire to  learn  the  German  language,  or  the  German 
anil  English  languages  together,  which  schools  shall  be 
subject  to  such  regulations  as  said  board  may  from 
time  to  time  adopt  for  the  government  thereof.” 

The  following  is  copied  from  a petition  presented 
by  German  citizens,  who  are  friendly  to  these  schools 
and  the  institutions  of  our  country,  and  therefore  en- 
titled to  due  consideration: 

The  board  of  trustees  and  visiters  of  common  schools  of 
Cincinnati: 

Gentlemen:  It  is  the  desire  of  the  undersigned, 
Germans  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  that  the  German 
language  should  not  be  made  a separate  branch  of 
study,  in  the  German  English  common  schools,  but 
that  both  languages  should  be  taught  together,  even  in 
the  primary  departments.  A large  portion  of  the 
pupils  iu  these  schools  will  not  be  able  to  acquire  a 
thorough  classical  education.  It  is  therefore  impor- 
tant that  what  they  learn  here  should  be  made  most 
beneficial  to  them,  which  will  not  be  done  if  the 
English  language  is  excluded  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments. 

Cincinnati,  March  12,  1841. 

This  was  signed  by  about  fifty  of  our  German  citi- 
zens, who  are  more  immediately  interested  in  these 
schools,  being  their  friends  and  patrons. 

Evening  schools.  The  law  of  March  19,  1840,  also 
requires  the  trustees  to  provide  a suitable  number  of 
evening  schools  for  the  benefit  of  young  men  over 
twelve  years  of  age,  who  are,  by  the  nature  of 
their  occupations,  prevented  from  attending  day 
schools.  Three  of  these  schools  were  opened  during 
the  months  of  November,  December,  January  and 
February  last. 

Some  of  these  schools  were  for  a time  well  at- 
tended, and  great  good  was  anticipated  from  them. 
There  was,  however,  greater  irregularity  in  the  atten- 
dance of  the  pupils  than  is  consistent  with  the  cha- 
racter of  these  schools;  and  hence  that  benefit  has 
not  been  realized  which  was  at  first  contemplated. 
From  the  indications  which  have  been  given,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  continuance  of  these  schools  for 
three  months  is  as  long  as  their  usefulness  can  be 
rendered  adequate  to  the  expenses  incurred  for  their 
support,  and  that  this  time  should  be  from  November 
15th  to  February  15th. 

The  expenses  of  the  evening  schools  this  year  has 
been  $299. 

These,  and  the  German  English  schools,  have  in- 
creased our  annual  expenditures  about  $1,500. 

School  at  the  Cincinnati  orphan  asylum.  This  school 
is  still  in  successful  operation. 

Private  schools.  There  are  now  comparatively  but 
few  private  schools  kept  up  in  the  city  of  the  same 
grade  with  our  public  schools.  This,  better  than 
any  thing  else,  goes  to  test  the  popular  character  of 
the  common  schools,  and  the  estimate  placed  upon 
them  by  those  who  have  children  to  educate.  There 
are  however  several  excellent  private  schools  of 
the  same  grade,  and  others  of  a lower  and  higher 
grade,  all  of  which,  with  our  public  schools,  and 
the  “Woodward”  and  “Cincinnati”  colleges,  are 
harmoniously  contributing  to  build  up,  and  expand, 
the  literary  and  scientific  character  and  interests  of 
opr  city. 

School  apparatus.  Our  schools  are  all  supplied  with 
Mitchell’s  large  map  of  the  world,  and  of  the  United 
States — with  the  map  of  Ohio  by  Doolittle  and  Mun- 
son— and  blackboards.  Some  of  the  schools,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  pupils  and  their  teachers,  have  pro- 
vided themselves  with  globes.  All  of  these  are  found 


to  be  very  useful.  The  blackboard  in  particular  is 
now  variously  used,  by  nearly  all  the  classes,  in  the 
three  higher  grades  of  our  schools. 

Examinations  and  inspections  The  annual  exami- 
nation of  our  public  schools  takes  place  at  the  close 
of  the  school  year,  generally  commencing  in  the 
month  of  May,  and  continuing  from  two  to  four 
weeks. 

The  inspections  take  place  in  December  of  each 
year;  the  object  of  which  is  to  review  the  schools, 
and  to  see  that  every  thing  is  in  order. 

School  books.  The  recommendation  of  the  former 
board  to  adopt  but  one  class  book  to  each  grade  of 
pupils  has  been  adopted,  and  found  to  be  of  great 
utility  to  the  schools,  and  a saving  of  trouble  and 
expense  to  parents. 

The  following  is  the  list  now  in  use:  1.  Alphabe- 

tical and  spelling  cards;  2.  McGufi'ey’s  Primer;  3. 
Picket’s  Spelling  Book;  4.  Eclectic  Second  Reader; 
5.  Picket’s  Juvenile  Reader;  6.  Picket’s  Readerand 
Definer;  7.  Eclectic  Fourth  Reader;  8.  Introduction 
to  Picket’s  Expositor;  9.  Picket’s  Grammer;  10. 
Mitchell’s  Geography  and  Atlas;  11.  Mitchell’s  Geo- 
graphical Reader;  12.  Ray’s  First,  Second  and  Third 
Arithmetic;  13.  The  Bible,  without  note  or  comment. 

The  selection  of  elementary  works  in  history, 
algebra,  geometry,  and  natural  history,  is  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  trustees  and  the  principal  teacher 
of  each  school;  subject,  however,  to  the  direction  of 
the  board. 

School  teachers.  During  the  past  year  69  teachers 
have  been  employed,  49  females  and  20  males. 

Pupils.  There  has  been  enrolled  in  our  schools 
this  year,  6,081.  The  number  removed  and  with- 
drawn, 2,547.  The  number  remaining,  3,534.  The 
average  number  in  daily  attendance  has  been  2,760. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance 
to  each  teacher  has  been  40. 

The  number  enrolled,  and  the  number  in  daily  at- 
tendance has  increased  considerably  during  the  past 
year. 

Hours  of  tuition.  The  teaching  hours  in  our 
schools  are  in  summer  from  8 to  12  in  the  forenoon 
— and  from  2 to  5 in  the  afternoon.  In  winter  from 
9 to  12  in  the  forenoon — and  from  1 to  4 in  the  after- 
noon. There  is  an  intermission  of  15  minutes  in  the 
forenoon  and  afternoon  sessions:  and  in  the  primary 
departments  these  rccesces  are  repeated  during  both 
sessions,  or  extended  a longer  time,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  teachers,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  resident 
visitor. 

Expenses.  Amount  paid  for  tuition,  $18,594  82. 
Amount  paid  interest  on  school  loan,  3,000  00.  Con- 
tingent expenses,  4,580  31.  Average  cost  of  each 
pupil  based  on  the  average  number  of  those  enrol- 
led, and  those  in  daily  attendance  is  5 25. 

African  school.  The  school  for  the  children  of  the 
colored  people  was  commenced  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1840,  and  continued  to  the  1st  day  of  March,  1841, 
when  the  school  tax  on  the  property  of  the  colored 
people  was  discontinued,  and  the  supervision  of  the 
board  over  it  ceased. 

The  amount  of  their  school  fund  was  $257  96. 
The  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the  school  was 
$262  50.  The  average  number  of  pupils  in  attend- 
ance was  fifty. 

The  school  room  was  furnished  without  charge  to 
the  school  fund,  which  was  all  laid  out  for  tuition. 

MISSOURI. 

The.  St.  Louis  Commercial  Bulletin  says,  that  no 
less  than  one  thousand  substantial  buildings  of  the 
largest  class  were  erected  in  that  city  within  the  past 
year,  some  costing  from  3,000  to  $40,000  each! 

Large  Bequest.  Mr.  Shackford,  who  recently 
died  in  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  made  the  following  disposi- 
tion of  his  property: 

“Mr.  S.  gave  the  American  Bible  society  about 

$10,000. 

“After  bequeathing  to  his  widow  $15,000  and 
$10,000  each  to  his  children,  in  stock  of  the  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  canal,  (a  very  valuable  invest- 
ment), lie  gave  the  residue  of  his  property  to  the  Fo- 
reign Missionary  society,  Home  Missionary  society, 
American  Tract  society  and  Marion  college,  to  be 
equally  divided  amon^them.” 

The  St.  Louis  Gazette  says: 

“If  the  property  could  have  been  sold  at  his  de- 
cease, it  would  have  given  $10,000  to  each  of  these 
societies.” 

Lexington,  Mo.  State  of  improvement.  About 
ten  buildings  more  will  make  one  hundred  since  the 
first  ot  January  last.  Nineteen  new  brick  buildings 
can  be  counted  on  the  ground.  The  balance  of  the 
buildings  are  wood,  and  among  them  some  beautiful 
buildings  and  storehouses.  At  least  ten  more  houses 
will  be  put  up  between  this  and  the  first  of  January 
next,  so  that  the  year  will  give  one  hundred  build- 
ings for  the  present  year.  [Lex.  Express. 


Hannibal.  About  sixty-six  buildings  more  will 
make  one  hundred  since  the  first  of  January  last.  In 
other  words,  there  have  been  forty-four  buildings 
erected,  comprising  a church,  two  saw  mills,  ware- 
houses, factories,  stores,  dwellings,  &c. 

[Hannibal  Journal. 

MICHIGAN. 

Election.  The  Detroit  Free  Press  sums  up  the 
gain  to  the  Vau  Buren  party,  from  the  recent  elec- 
tion as  follows:  In  the  senate,  12  Van  Buren  to  5 
whigs,  and  one  vacancy.  In  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, 47  Van  Buren  to  six  whigs.  The  popular 
majority,  as  ascertained  in  the  vote  for  Barry,  (V.  B. 
candidate  for  governor),  over  Fuller,  (whig),  6,529. 
Last  fall,  Harrison’s  majority  was  1,805. 


COLORED  POPULATION. 


There  are  several  considerations  which  give  inte- 
rest at  the  present  moment  to  the  subject  embraced 
in  the  following  article.  We  inserted  on  page  58  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  held  in  Anne  Arundel  coun- 
ty,  Maryland,  calling  a convention  of  delegates  from 
the  several  counties  of  the  state,  of  slaveholders, 
to  assemble  at  the  city  of  Annapolis  in  January  next. 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  several  of  the  counties 
appointing  delegates  for  that  purpose.  It  would  of 
course  be  very  important  to  the  meeting  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  laws  upon  the 
subject  they  are  to  have  under  consideration. 

Without  being  apprised  of  the  objects  in  view  we 
notice  that  the  following  resolution  has  been  adopted 
by  the  board  of  common  council  of  Washington: 

“Resolved,  That  the  mayor  be  requested  to  inform 
the  board,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  what  are  the 
provisions  of  law  now  in  force  in  the  states  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  in  relation  to  the  emigration  to,  and 
settlement  in,  those  states  respectively  of  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes,  and  the  conditions  upon  which 
such  persons  are  by  law  allowed  to  emigrate  to,  settle, 
and  reside  therein;  and,  also,  of  provisions  of  the 
laws  of  the  same  states  relative  to  the  emancipation 
of  slaves  therein,  respectively;  and,  further,  of  the 
provisions  of  law  now  in  force,  if  any,  in  the  cities 
of  Baltimore  and  Richmond  upon  the  same  subjects. 

Towards  the  above  object  the  following  article 
may  perhaps  contribute  something. 

Independent  of  those  local  considerations,  the  deep 
interest  which  so  many  are  now  taking  on  both  sides 
of  “Mason  and  Dixon’s  line”  upon  a topic  involved 
in  the  following  article,  renders  it  of  general  impor- 
tance, especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  laws 
of  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  as  they  exist- 
ed at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  the  United  States,  continue  to  be  the  laws 
of  the  District,  except  in  cases  where  congress,  as 
the  legislature  of  that  territory,  have  thought  proper 
to  pass  enactments  to  supercede  those  laws — and  on 
the  subject  of  the  colored  population  it  is  believed 
they  have  passed  very  few  laws.  It  would  be  a 
knotty  subject  for  them  to  legislate  upon  now. 

But  beyond  all  those  considerations,  the  history  of 
the  real  condition  and  progress  of  the  colored  popu- 
lation of  the  state,  as  that  condition  may  be  collect- 
ed from  the  progressive  legislation  and  existing  laws, 
is  a matter  that  a few  years  hence  will  be  sought  for 
with  as  much  avidity  as  perhaps  any  topic  that  we 
could  have  registered. 

The  following  abstract  was  compiled  by  a friend 
to  the  editor,  and  will  be  found  substantially  correct. 

A SKETCH  OF  THE  LAWS  OF  MARYLAND. 

In  relation  to  the  colored  population  of  the  state. 

Policy  of  the  state.  In  our  state  we  have  a species 
of  servant  not  known  in  England,  and  which  there- 
fore is  peculiarly  regulated  by  our  own  laws.  Ne- 
gro slavery  commenced  in  this  colony  at  an  early 
period,  and  was  here,  as  elsewhere  in  this  country, 
too  much  encouraged  with  a view  to  the  promotion 
of  individual  riches,  and  too  little  regarded  in  the 
influence  it  would  exercise  on  the  country,  on  pos- 
terity, and  on  the  character  of  the  citizens,  as  well 
as  the  rights  of  the  slave  himself.  But  as  this  spe- 
cies of  property  originated  by  purchase  in  Africa, 
and  during  the  busy  period  of  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  when  men  were  not  sufficiently  tender  in 
conscience  towards  the  rights  of  their  fellow  man  to 
prevent  it,  the  custom  of  owning  slaves  became  a pre- 
cedent, and  grew  into  law — communis  error  facit  legem; 
and  the  law  therefore  recognises  this  species  of  ser- 
| vant,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  indeed, 
it  is  the  general  opinion  now  that  it  would  be  better 
if  slavery  not  only  had  never  prevailed  here,  but 
that  all  distinction  between  different  classes  could 
be  obliterated  by  removing  from  the  soil  of  the  state 
| those  who  never  will  be  abld  to  move  in  a sphere  of 
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political  or  civil  equality,  while  the  prejudices  of  so- 
ciety exist  in  the  mind,  or  while  the  present  ideas 
in  relation  to  their  inferiority  continue.  The  first 
importation  of  slaves  took  place  into  the  state  of 
Maryland  at  an  early  period;  and  there  was  no  ques- 
tion entertained  we  presume  as  to  their  being  a spe- 
cies of  property,  which  might  be  disposed  of  as  other 
personal  property  could  be;  in  the  year  1715  (chap- 
ter 44,  section  22),  a law  was  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature, rendering  all  negroes  and  other  slaves  then  im- 
ported, or  thereafter  to  be  imported  and  their  chil- 
dren slaves  for  life,  and  enacting  (§23)  that  no  ne- 
gro acquired  any  title  to  become  free,  by  being  bap- 
tized, which  duty  the  preamble  says,  that  many  peo- 
ple have  neglected  to  do  “on  a vain  apprehension, 
that  negroes  by  receiving  the  sacrament  of  baptism 
are  manumitted  and  set  free;”  this  opinion  of  their 
being  rendered  free  by  baptism,  no  doubt  originated 
in  the  idea,  that  the  right  of  making  them  slaves, 
arose  from  their  being  heathens,  which  they  ceased 
to  be  as  soon  as  they  were  baptised;  and  the  court 
of  common  pleas  in  5th  W.  and  M.  held  that  a man 
might  have  a property  in  a negro  boy,  and  might 
bring  an  action  of  trover  for  him,  because  negroes  are 
heathens  (1  Lord  Raymond  147)  a decision  however 
which  was  overruled  by  Smith  vs.  Gould  (ib.  1274) 
which  denies  that  the  common  law  takes  notice  of 
negroes,  as  being  different  from  other  men;  and  in 
the  celebrated  case  of  James  Somerset  tried  in  1772 
before  Lord  Mansfield,  it  was  decided  that  a heathen 
negro  when  brought  to  England  owes  no  service  to 
an  American  or  any  other  master;  there  was  a ha- 
beas corpus  issued  to  the  captain  of  the  ship  to  bring 
the  body  of  Somerset  up,  and  the  facts  were  re- 
turned; the  return  was  held  insufficient,  and  Somer- 
set ordered  to  be  discharged  (1  Loft.  Rep.  1)  and 
since  this  decision,  if  a load  of  slaves  put  into  an  En- 
glish harbor,  all  immediately  became  free  (ch.  note 
452). 

It  is  too  late  now  to  dispute  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law  of  1715  or  to  contend  that  it  is  repugnant 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, in  that  article,  which  declares  that  all  men 
are  and  of  right  ought  to  be  free;  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  evil  of  slavery  originating  in  the  too  greedy 
desire  of  accumulating  wealth  and  in  the  early  wish 
manifested  of  populating  and  cultivating  a new  coun- 
try—permitted,  and  indeed  inconsiderately  encour- 
aged it  when  its  accompanying  disadvantages  were 
not  sufficiently  perceived  or  attended  to;  sanctioned 
thus  early  by  the  laws,  acquiesced  in,  and  the  rules 
of  property  originating  therefrom,  settled  by  more 
than  a century’s  customs,  it  is  now  too  late,  to  ques- 
tion its  efficacy  or  to  shake  its  provisions;  the  only 
means  of  counteracting  it  being  the  slow  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped  certain  process  of  colonizing. 

The  act  of  1783  (ch.  23)  prohibited  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  this  state,  and  was  repealed  by  1796 
ch.  67.  Free  negroes  formerly  had  the  right  of  vot- 
ing and  to  be  elected  to  office  in  Maryland,  but  the 
act  of  1796  ch.  67  § 5 provides  that  no  slave  manu- 
mitted since  the  act  of  1783  ch.  23  or  after  this  act 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  or  to  hold  office,  or  to  give 
evidence  against  any  white  person  or  to  manumit  any 
slave. 

Negroes  are  now  therefore  considered  as  a species 
of  personal  property,  when  in  a state  of  slavery;  and 
a species  of  property  which  cannot  now  be  increas- 
ed in  our  state,  by  importation  from  other  states,  or 
from  foreign  countries;  as  the  evils  arising  from  this 
source  have  been  long  since  felt,  and  the  laws  been 
struggling  against  them  (1783  ch.  23, 1796  ch.  67  § 1); 
and  not  only  against  slavery,  but  against  colored  popu- 
lation whether  free  or  slaves,  for  they  are  now  alike 
(by  acts  of  1806  ch.  56;  1831,  323  § 1 and  § 4 prohibit- 
ed from  immigrating  into  this  state.  And  the  laws 
have  of  late  years  rather  tended  to  prevent  than  to 
favor  emancipation;  experience,  as  it  is  thought, 
demonstrating,  that  while  colored  persons  reside  in 
the  state,  they  must  be  subject  to  civil  disabilities 
and  disqualifications;  that  the  sense  of  their  inferio- 
rity and  their  degradation  entirely  unfits  them  for  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  liberty,  which,  destitute  as  they 
are  of  moral  and  mental  education,  only  enables 
them  to  indulge  in  that  riotous  or  indolent  life,  alike 
destructive  to  their  own  best  interests  and  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  domestic  society.  These  are 
the  reasons  assigned  and  the  laws  have  accordingly 
(1831,  281,  4)  provided,  that  none  shall  hereafter 
continue  free,  who  shall  be  hereafter  made  so  either 
by  emancipation,  or  gift,  or  in  any  other  mode  with- 
out they  leave  the  state.  And  thus,  having  prohibited 
the  entrance  of  black  persons  into  the  state  by  any 
means,  and  having  prevented  the  emancipation  of  blacks 
already  in  the  state,  the  only  means  of  increase  of 
free  blacks,  is  from  the  descendants  of  the  present 
stock  in  the  state,  and  as  every  inducement  is  offered 
to  them  to  depart,  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  a few 
generations  will  tend  greatly  to  thin  them;  and  as 
the  slave  blacks  have  the  farther  boon  of  freedom 


frequently  held  out  to  them,  if  they  will  leave  the 
state,  and  as  they  have  no  other  mode  of  increase 
than  that  of  propagation  from  the  stock  in  esse,  does 
not  the  possibility  of  the  complete  and  speedy  era- 
dication of  the  black  population  of  Maryland,  heigh- 
ten to  a strong  degree  of  probability? 

In  the  year  1831,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  state 
legislature,  after  the  celebrated  Southampton,  Vir- 
ginia, insurrection,  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
state  were  much  excited,  which  caused  a review  by 
the  legislature  of  the  acts  in  relation  to  slaves  and 
colored  population,  and  the  passing  of  the  acts  of 
that  session  (ch.  281  and  § 323)  which  are  now  the 
leading  acts  in  relation  to  that  class  of  population 
and  shadow  out  the  policy  of  the  state  towards  them. 
It  was  then  thought  and  has  since  been  considered 
as  the  true  policy  of  the  state  to  remove  from  its 
borders  the  free  colored  population  and  such  slaves 
as  might  be  manumitted  by  their  owners.  The  chief 
objects  intended  by  these  acts  appear  to  have  been 
first,  that  no  slave  should  be  manumitted  and  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  the  state;  and  second,  that  no 
free  persons  should  be  allowed  to  be  brought  into  the 
state.  The  only  case  of  exception  to  the  first  rule  is 
where  colored  persons  of  extraordinary  good  charac- 
ter are  allowed,  on  permission  of  the  judges  of  the 
orphans  court,  to  remain;  but  to  the  second  rule  a 
number  of  exceptions  have  occurred  by  the  pass- 
ing of  special  acts  in  favor  of  individuals,  and  at 
last,  it  was  thought  best  to  pass  a general  law  (1835 
ch.  61)  authorising  the  introduction  of  slaves  in  cer- 
tain enumerated  cases  such  as  when  citizens  of  this 
state  acquired  slaves  for  life  by  gift,  upon  certificate 
and  oath  of  the  donor  filed  in  the  clerk’s  office;  and 
also  in  case  of  persons  holding  lands  in  Virginia  or 
Maryland;  in  such  cases  however,  the  law  affixes 
certain  conditions  and  imposes  a tax  on  the  owners 
thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  state  colonization  society. 

Board  of  managers.  For  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  removal  of  the  colored  population,  the  legisla- 
ture, when  the  law  of  1831  ch.  281  was  passed,  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  $10,000  per  year  for  the  pro- 
motion of  colonization,  and  authorised  a beard  of  ma- 
nagers, of  those  persons,  who  were  to  give  bond  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  but  who  received 
no  compensation  therefor,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to 
superintend  the  removal  of  the  people  of  color  from 
! the  state,  and  the  proper  application  of  the  state’s  ap- 
! propriation  to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  intended, 
j This  board  in  1832  first  sent  150  emigrants  from  the 
I eastern  shore  of  Maryland  to  the  settlement  of  the 
American  colonization  society  at  Monrovia  in  Africa. 
It  was  afterwards  determined,  in  the  year  1834,  to 
form  a new  settlement  to  be  called  Maryland  in  Libe- 
ria, at  Cape  Palmas,  to  be  exclusively  under  the  con- 
I trol  of  the  Maryland  society.  In  the  year  1837,  this 
colony  consisted  of  more  than  300  persons  and  was 
in  a flourishing  condition,  and  had  the  promise  of  suc- 
cess in  the  enterprise  scarcely  ever  before  equalled, 
j The  example  of  Maryland  in  the  establishing  a colo- 
| ny  of  its  own,  has  been  highly  approved  of  and  has 
! been  followed  by  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Virginia  and 
1 Mississippi. 

! State  Colonization  society.  In  addition  to  this  board 
j of  managers  on  behalf  of  the  state,  there  is  also  a 
! state  colonization  society  incorporated  consisting  of 
j individuals  of  the  state  who  aid  and  assist  by  volun- 
tary contributions  in  the  scheme  of  removing  and 
colonizing  the  free  blacks. 

Sheriffs  to  report.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs  of 
j the  counties  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  the  board 
j of  managers  the  names  of  such  free  persons  of  color 
i as  are  willing  to  remove,  and  to  what  place  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  state,  and  it  is  also  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  managers  to  keep  a list  of  names,  and  to  re- 
move such  persons  as  early  as  practicable  (1831,  281, 

We  propose  to  consider  some  of  the  accompani- 
ments of  slavery  in  Maryland,  and  first  as  to  the 
transfer  of  slaves. 

1st.  As  to  the  transfer  of  slaves — By  delivery.  Slaves 
in  our  state  may  be  bargained  for  and  sold  like  any 
other  species  of  personal  property,  and  though  it  is 
usual  to  convey  the  same  by  writing,  yet  if  possession 
be  delivered,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  so  to  do 
(1763  ch.  13  sec.  3);  for,  as  personal  property,  they 
pass  without  any  such  evidence. 

Exceptions.  Yet  there  are  two  cases  in  which  it  is 
different:  first,  the  act  of  1810  (ch.  15,  sec  3),  pro- 
vides, that  no  person  shall  sell  a servant  entitled  to 
freedom  after  a term  of  years,  or  after  a particular 
time,  upon  a contingency  to  any  person,  who  is 
not  a bona  fide  resident  of  the  state,  and  who  has  not 
so  been  for  at  least  one  year  preceding  the  sale;  or, 
by  1817  (ch.  112,  sec.  1),  to  any  person  employed  to 
purchase  for  one  who  is  not  a resident,  under  a liabi- 
lity to  being  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years  in  the  last  instance,  or,  under  a 
penalty  $500  one-half  to  the  informer  and  one-half 


to  the  county  in  the  first  instance;  nor  shall  they  sell 
such  servant  for  a longer  term  than  he  or  she  is  bound 
to  serve,  under  the  same  penalty  (1817,  112,  1);  and 
the  slaves  may  be  sold  under  order  of  the  court. 
When  a sale  of  such  servant,  entitled  to  freedom  af- 
ter a term  of  years  or  after  any  particular  time,  or 
upon  any  contingency,  &c.  is  made,  it  is  not  valid  un- 
less the  same  is  in  writing,  under  the  hands  and  seals 
of  the  seller  and  the  buyer,  or  his  agent  and  the  pur- 
chaser, and  mentioning  the  terms  of  servitude,  the 
interest  of  the  seller,  and  the  residence  of  the  pur- 
chaser (which  should  be  in  the  state)  acknowledged 
by  the  purchaser  and  recorded  in  the  county  when 
the  sale  is  made  within  20  days;  upon  failure,  the 
slave  to  be  considered  as  free,  or  to  go  to  the  rever- 
sioner, unless  the  court  or  jury  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  no  fraud  was  intended  (1817  ch.  112  §3). 

2d.  By  tenting.  No  gift  of  any  negro  or  other 
slave  is  good  to  pass  the  property  when  the  donor  re- 
tains the  possession,  unless  the  same  be  in  writing 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  donor,  and  acknow- 
ledged before  one  justice  of  the  county  (or&c.)  with- 
in 20  days  after  the  execution  thereof  (1763,  ch.  13, 
sec.  2);  but  this  docs  not  make  void  any  parol  gift, 
when  there  shall  be  any  express  delivery  of  such 
slave  in  pursuance  of  such  gift  (§3). 

3d.  In  case  of  removal.  And  in  case  of  a person’s 
buying  a slave  with  intention  to  remove  him  out  of 
the  state,  it  is  his  duty  to  take  from  the  seller  a bill 
of  sale  in  which  the  name,  age  and  distinguishing 
mark  is  inserted;  and  it  must  be  acknowledged  before 
a justice  and  handed  in  to  be  recorded  within  20  days 
(1817  ch.  112.)  And  also,  (by  the  act  of  1817, 
ch.  112,  sec.  5),  if  any  justice  shall  have  a suspicion 
that  any  one  intends  to  remove  slaves  out  of  this  state 
without  such  bill  of  sale  as  the  law  requires,  it  is  his 
duty  to  visit  the  person,  who  has  them  in  possession 
and  to  make  them  enter  into  recognizance  for  their 
appearance  to  answer  at  the  next  county  court  (1817 
ch.  112,  §5). 

But  those  provisions  being  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
troling  and  restraining  negro  dealers,  they  do  not  ap- 
ply to  citizens  removing  from  the  state,  provided  they 
: have  resided  in  the  state,  one  year  next  preceding 
| the  removal;  nor  does  it  apply  to  persons  travelling 
' in  or  through  the  state,  with  his  servants  or  slaves, 
nor  purchased  with  an  intent  to  export  the  same 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act  (§ifr.). 

[For  the  forms  of  bill  of  sale,  &. c.  of  a slave,  see 
Harris’  Entries  page  42.] 

Disabilities.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  state  some 
of  the  disabilities  or  peculiar  regulations,  under  which 
the  slaves  in  this  state  now  labor:  and  as  we  pass  on 
we  shall  notice  also  some  of  the  regulations  as  to  free 
colored  persons.  1st,  the  regulations  as  to  marry- 
ing, &c.;  2d,  as  to  legal  matters;  3d,  as  to  going 
about  and  at  large;  4th,  as  to  running  or  being  entic- 
ed away;  5th,  as  to  meetings,  assemblies,  &c.;  6th, 
as  to  dealings;  7th,  some  of  their  rights  and  privile- 
! ges  and  the  care  of  them;  8th,  as  to  the  payment  of 
j owners  for  them;  9th,  as  to  emigration  and  immigra- 
tion; 10th,  as  to  their  living  idle. 

[Note — In  some  cases  here  referred  to,  the  old 
' acts  may  be  repealed  by  subsequent  acts  which  con- 
; tain  the  provision  for  repealing  all  inconsistent  acts 
without  stating  specifically  what  acts  those  are.] 

1st.  The  regulations  of  colored  persons  as  to  marrying, 
8fc.  If  a free  negro  or  mulatto  intermarry  with  a 
white  person  he  becomes  a slave  for  life,  except  a 
mulatto  born  of  a white  woman,  who  shall  become 
a slave  for  7 years  (1717,  ch.  13  §5);  and  a free  ne- 
gro begetting  a child  of  a white  woman  shall  be  a 
servant  for  7 years  (§26);  and  a free  or  a negro  mu- 
latto woman  having  bastard  children  by  a white  man 
is  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  a white  woman 
having  a mulatto  bastard  (1728,  ch.  4,  §2  and  3). 

2nd.  Some  regulations  as  to  legal  matters,  anil  pun- 
ishment fyc.  Testimony.  The  act  of  assembly  of  1717 
(ch.  13,  sec.  2)  prohibited  the  receiving  of  the  testi- 
mony of  any  negro  or  mulatto  slave,  free  negro,  or 
mulatto  born  of  a white  woman,  during  the  time  of 
his  servitude  by  law,  or  of  any  Indian  where  a Chris- 
tian white  person  was  concerned; — but  the  same  act 
(§3)  permitted  their  testimony  against  slaves  and 
free  negroes,  &c.  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
court  or  magistrate  &c.  but  not  to  deprive  of  life  or 
member.  And  the  act  of  1751,  § 4,  allowed  their 
evidence  (i.  e.  slaves)  against  slaves  in  case  of  cer- 
tain felonies  even  to  the  extent  of  the  life; — and  (by 
§ 6)  the  judge  is  directed  to  explain  to  them  the  con- 
sequences of  false  swearing  and  (in  § 5)  there  is  pun- 
ishment prescribed  for  it. 

Voting— Testimony.  The  act  of  Nov.  1796,  ch.  67, 
§ 5,  enacted  that  no  slave  manumitted  by  the  laws 
since  the  act  of  1783,  ch.  23,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  elections  or  be  capable  of  being  elected  or  appoint- 
ed to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  or  to  give  evidence 
against  any  white  person,  or  be  competent  evidence 
to  manumit  any  slave  petitioning  for  freedom.  And 
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the  act  of  1801,  ch.  109,  permitted  the  testimony  of 
slaves  to  be  received  \vhen  any  colored  person,  free 
or  slave,  was  charged  with  stealing  goods,  or  with  the 
receiving  of  stolen  goods; — and  then  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  convicting  blacks  except  by  one  another, 
the  act  of  1808,  ch.  81,  allowed  the  testimony  of  any 
negro  or  mulatto  slave,  or  any  mulatto  descended 
from  a white  woman,  or  any  free  negro  or  mulatto, 
to  be  admitted  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  against 
any  negro  or  mulatto  slave  or  against  any  mulatto 
descended  from  a white  woman  or  against  any  mu- 
latto free  or  freed. 

Now  as  to  the  punishment  of  slaves.  A slave 
charged  with  pilfering  or  stealing  or  any  other  crime 
whereof  the  county  court  might  have  had  cognizance, 
may  be  brought  before  a single  magistrate  and  pun- 
ished by  whipping  (1717,  ch.  13,  C)  and  if  runaway 
slaves  refuse  to  surrender  themselves,  up  to  those  le- 
gally empowered  to  apprehend  them,  but  run  out  into 
woods  &c.  they  may  be  shot  (§  7)  and  the  person  is 
indemnified  (1751,  ch.  14,  § 9); — but  the  person  is  to 
be  tried  therefor  (1753,  26)  and  if  acquitted  the  coun- 
ty pays  the  charges.  This  act,  which  is  a disgrace 
to  the  statute  book  may  be  considered  as  obsolete. — 
Any  free  negro  associating  with  slaves  at  tumultuous 
meetings  and  who  shall  in  connexion  with  any  slave 
be  convicted  of  any  offence  either  as  principal  or  as 
accessary  for  which  slaves  are  punishable  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
punishment  and  liable  to  the  same  treatment  and  pe- 
nalty as  slaves  thus  offending  (1831,  ch.  323,  § 8). — 
If  any  free  negro  is  convicted  of  a crime  not  punish- 
able by  hanging,  he  may  be  sentenced  to  the  penal- 
ties now  provided  by  the  law  or  he  may  be  banished 
the  state  to  some  foreign  country  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court  (1831,  ch.  323,  § 12). 

After  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary  the  directors  are  authorised  to  pay 
them  §30  out  of  their  labor  and  such  convict  is  then 
banished  the  state  (1826,  229,  § 9).  And  if  such 
convict  is  found  in  the  state  60  days  after  his  dis- 
charge he  may  be  apprehended  and  sold  by  any  per- 
son as  a slave  for  the  term  of  his  or  her  original  con- 
viction upon  proof  to  any  judge  or  two  justices  that 
he  has  been  confined  in  and  discharged  from  the  pe- 
nitentiary (1826,  ch.  229,  § 9). 

By  the  act  of  1715  (ch.  44,  § 21)  no  master  is  al- 
lowed to  give  more  than  10  lashes  for  any  one  of- 
fence. The  justice  of  the  peace  is  limited  in  the 
same  law  to  39  lashes.  But  by  act  of  1717  (ch.  13, 
§ 6)  any  justice  of  the  peace  may  cause  any  negro  or 
mulatto  slave  charged  with  pilfering  or  stealing  to  be 
punished  with  not  exceeding  40  lashes. 

Sheriffs  shall  not  receive  into  jail  any  slave  unless 
committed  by  due  course  of  law  1818,  208,  1.  But 
owners  of  slaves  not  engaged  in  traffic  of  slaves  may 
have  them  put  and  kept  there  at  their  own  expense 
(§3). 

The  act  of  1835,  ch.  200,  § 3,  directed  the  judges 
of  courts,  upon  conviction  of  any  free  negro  or  mu- 
latto for  a criminal  offence  to  inquire  whether  such 
negro  had  been  previously  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
tiary of  this  state,  and  if  so,  he  should,  in  their  dis- 
cretion order  the  offender  to  be  sold  out  of  the  limits 
of  the  state  for  a term  of  years.  In  the  case  of  state 
vs.  Win.  Preston,  in  Baltimore  county  court,  Nov. 
9th,  1841:  “A  brief  discussion  was  had  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  of  1835,  empowering  the 
court  in  case  of  the  conviction  of  a colored  man,  that 
has  before  been  confined  in  the  penitentiary,  to  en- 
quire into  that  fact,  and  if  so  to  order  that  he  be  sold 
out  of  the  state  for  a term  of  years.  The  counsel  for 
the  prisoner  thought  the  identity  of  a party  thus  con- 
victed, a question  of  fact  for  a jury  to  decide;  and 
that  the  legislature  was  incompetent  thus  to  deprive 
a party  of  his  right  to  a trial  by  jury.  The  court, 
however,  thought  these  objections  not  very  weighty. 
The  law  did  not  raise  a new  issue,  nor  create  a new 
offence;  but  was  intended  merely  for  the  regulation 
of  the  court,  in  inflicting  the  punishment,  so  that  the 
question  of  identity  is  one  that  we  are  obliged  to  try 
for  ourselves.” 

3d.  Some  of  the  regulations  as  to  going  about  and  at 
large.  The  act  of  1723  (ch.  15,  § 5)  gave  the  power 
to  owners  of  plantations  to  warn  strange  negroes  to 
be  gone  to  their  owners,  and  on  their  refusal  to  whip 
them  not  exceeding  39  lashes.  The  act  of  1751  (ch. 
14,  § 8)  declared  that  when  any  slave  shall  be  guilty 
of  rambling,  riding,  going  abroad  in  the  night  or  rid- 
ing horses  in  the  day  time  without  leave,  or  running 
away,  upon  the  application  of  the  master  or  any  one 
injured,  he  may  be  punished  by  whipping. 

The  act  of  1796,  ch.  67,  § 11,  provided  that  when 
persons  permit  their  slaves  to  go  at  large,  begging 
and  becoming  burdensome,  the  county  courts  are  au- 
thorised to  issue  warrant  to  them  to  compel  them  to 
enter  into  recognizance  not  to  let  them  depart  so 
contrary  to  the  act.  And  the  act  of  1806  (ch.  81, 
§ 2)  prohibited  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  from  going 
at  large  with  a gun  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  it. — 


But  the  act  of  1817  (ch.  104,  § 1)  which  repealed  the 
previous  act  of  1787,  ch.  33,  so  far  as  it  was  incon- 
sistent with  it,  made  any  master  permitting  a slave  to 
go  at  large  or  hire  him  or  herself  in  the  state,  subject 
to  a penalty  of  §20  per  month,  for  every  month,  such 
slave  shall  go  at  large  (except  20  days  during  har- 
vest);— and  any  persons  hiring  or  contracting  with 
such  slaves  incur  a penalty  of  §20  (§  2); — though  a 
master  may  permit  a slave  pilot’to  hire  himself  (§  3). 
The  act  of  1825  (ch.  161)  rendered  any  negro  going 
at  large  or  living  idle  liable  to  give  security  or  to 
depart  the  state. 

4th.  Jls  to  their  running  away  or  being  enticed  away 
and  of  taking  them  up.  The  law  allows  a compensa- 
tion to  any  person  taking  up  a runaway  negro; — the 
act  of  1715  (ch.  44,  § 7)  gave  200  lbs.  of  tobacco  to 
the  person  taking  up  a runaway,  which  1801  (ch.  86, 

§ 5)  altered  to  §6  and  1833,  ch.  again  altered  to  §30 
to  be  paid  by  master. 

The  act  of  1751  (ch.  14,  § 8)  allowed  justices  of 
the  peace  to  punish  slaves  running  away,  upon  com- 
plaint of  any  one  damnified,  by  whipping; — and  (§  9) 
allowed  them  to  be  slain  if  they  resisted; — and  if 
persons  succeed  in  enticing  away  slaves  from  their 
masters,  they  shall  pay  the  full  value,  or  be  impri- 
soned one  year  (1751,  ch.  14,  § 10);  and  the  act  of 
1753  (ch.  9,  § 3)  made  any  master  of  a vessel  who 
might  harbor  or  conceal  a slave,  for  more  than  an 
hour,  subject  to  a penalty  of  20s.  for  every  hour, 
they  so  concealed  them; — the  act  of  1802,  ch.  96, 
prescribes  the  mode,  in  which  the  sheriff  is  to  act  on 
taking  up  runaways; — and  he  is  to  advertise  them, 
and  if  not  applied  for,  within  60  days,  to  sell  them 
for  fees;  but  this  is  altered  by  1317  (ch.  112,  § 6) 
which  enacted  that  after  notice  agreeably  to  law  of 
the  runaway’s  being  in  jail  had  been  given,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  sheriff  to  take  him  before  some  judge  of 
the  county  or  orphans  court,  who  shall  examine  him, 
and  if  they  think  him  a slave,  give  notice  to  the 
master  &c.  as  they  think  best;  or  if  they  think  him 
free,  discharge  him;  but  they»mustbe  satisfied  that  he 
is  free  or  they  are  not  at  liberty  thus  to  set  him  at 
large  (1810,  ch.  63,  § 1). 

The  act  of  1804  (ch.  90)  gives  the  court  power  to 
condemn  slaves  to  serve  for  such  time  as  they  may 
think  reasonable,  where  they  runaway  before  their 
time  is  out,  but  not  so  as  to  be  sold  out  of  the  state. 

The  act  of  1824,  ch.  171,  relates  only  to  Baltimore 
county,  and  1827  (ch.  15,  § 1)  enacted,  that  any  free 
person  convicted  of  inducing  a slave  to  runaway  or 
harboring  him  should  be  sentenced  to  the  penitentia- 
ry not  exceeding  six  years,  and  a slave  convicted  of 
the  like  offence  shall  be  whipped.  And  any  slave 
enticing  a free  negro  to  run  off'  shall  upon  conviction 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  receive  39  lashes 
(§  2). 

The  act  of  1715  (ch.  44,  § 20)  is  as  to  apprehend- 
ing slaves  in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  gives 
400  lbs.  of  tobacco  or  40s.  to  persons  recovering  and 
bringing  back  slaves  from  those  states;  1796,  ch.  67, 
inflicts  penalty  on  persons  assisting  off. 

5.  Regulations  as  to  meetings , assemblages,  &fc.  It  is 
not  lawful  for  any  free  negroes  or  slaves  to  attend 
any  religious  meeting  unless  conducted  by  a white 
licensed  or  ordained  preacher  or  some  respectable 
white  person,  who  may  be  authorised  by  such  or- 
dained preacher  during  the  continuance  of  such  meet- 
ing 1831,  323,  9.  But  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  are 
exempt  from  this  provision  if  they  have  a written 
permission  from  some  preacher,  and  dismiss  before 
10  o’clock.  And  if  meetings  arc  held  without  being 
so  conducted,  they  arc  considered  as  unlawful  and 
tumultuous,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  constable  or 
any  other  civil  officer  to  disperse  them,  (ibid);  and 
if  any  constable  fail  to  comply  with  this,  he  is  sub- 
ject to  a penalty  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
twenty  dollars;  though  the  owners  or  employers  of 
slaves  may  allow  them  to  have  prayers  on  their  own 
land,  (ib.) 

Any  free  negroes  or  mulattoes  associating  with 
slaves  at  tumultuous  meetings,  or  convicted  in  con- 
nexion with  any  slave  cither  as  principal  or  accessary 
of  any  offence  for  which  slaves  are  punishable  by  a 
justice  of  the  peace  is  subject  to  the  same  punish- 
ment and  liable  to  the  same  treatment  as  slaves,  ( ib. 
§8.) 

6.  Regulations  as  to  their  dealing  and  what  they  may 
keep.  The  act  of  1715,  (chap.  44,  §11),  prohibited  the 
dealing  with  any  servant,  whether  hired  or  indented 
or  slave  without  permission  of  servant’s  master  &c. 
under  penalty  of  2,000  lbs.  tobacco,  (§33  33j),  one- 
half  to  the  state  and  one-half  to  the  informer;  and  if 
the  value  of  the  goods  extend  to  1,000  lbs.  tobacco, 
the  owner  shall  have  an  action  at  law  against  the 
party,  (§12).  The  act  of  1780,  (chap.  24  §17),  made 
ordinary  keepers  subject  to  a penalty  for  selling  li- 
quors to  them  or  harboring  them;  the  act  of  1796, 
(chap.  67,  §18),  placed  a penalty  upon  free  negroes 
for  giving  or  selling  certificates  of  freedom;  §20  of 

| the  same  act  subjects  to  a penalty  slaves  selling  li- 


quors or  keeping  entertainment  at  any  horse  race 
without  permission  in  writing  from  the  owner;  the 
act  of  1805  chap.  80  §2,  prohibited  free  negroes  from 
selling  any  corn,  wheat  or  tobacco  under  penalty  of 
§100  unless  he  have  a certificate;  which  must  be  re- 
newed annually,  from  some  magistrate,  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  under  penalty  (§3);  of  §5,  and  a pen- 
alty of  §10  on  any  white  man  purchasing;  the  act  of 
1817,  (chap.  227,  §5),  provided  that  any  one  recover- 
ing from  any  negro  or  mulatto  any  goods,  chatties  or 
personal  properly  shall  be  considered  as  dealing  with 
them,  except  it  be  in  such  cases  as  the  laws  permit. 
The  act  of  1825,  (chap.  199  §1),  forbids  any  one 
from  purchasing  from  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  any 
tobacco  under  penalty  of  §100,  unless  he  have  a cer- 
tificate from  a justice  of  the  peace;  and  finally,  the 
act  of  1831,  chap.  323,  §9,  prohibited  persons  from 
purchasing  from  any  free  negro  or  mulatto,  or  from 
any  slave  any  bacon,  pork,  beef,  mutton,  corn,  wheat, 
tobacco,  rye  or  oats  without  he  has  a certificate  from 
a magistrate  or  from  three  respectable  persons  of  his 
neighborhood,  or  else  authority  in  writing  from  his 
owner,  employer  or  overseer,  under  a penalty  of  §5, 
or  of  a sum  equal  in  value  to  the  goods  purchased;  if 
it  be  over  that  sum,  recoverable  before  a justice  of 
tho  peace;  and  §10,  prohibited  any  retailer,  ordinary 
keeper,  or  other  person,  to  sell  any  ardent  spirits,  gun- 
powder, shot  or  lead  to  any  negro,  mulatto  or  slave, 
without  a specific  certificate  if  free,  from  a justice  of 
the  peace,  to  the  seller,  or  a written  order  from  a 
master  of  the  slave  under  like  penalty;  and  (by  §11), 
the  county  court  or  in  their  recess  the  orphans  court 
may  withdraw  their  license  for  retailing  ardent  spi- 
rits; nor  are  licenses  to  retail  ardent  spirits  hereafter 
to  be  granted  to  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  except 
under  the  authority  of  the  said  courts  or  one  of  them; 
and  such  negro  or  mulatto  as  does  obtain  a license 
shall  enter  into  such  recognisance  with  such  pen- 
alties and  sureties  as  the  court  may  direct,  (ib.)  and 
if  any  negro  be  found  lurking  about  within  one  mile 
of  a camp  meeting  selling  spirituous  liquors,  &c.  he 
shall,  on  conviction  before  a justice  of  the  peace,  be 
sentenced  to  not  less  then  10  nor  more  than  39  lashes 
(1827  chap.  29,  3 and  4.) 

The  act  of  1715  chap.  44  §32  forbids  their  carrying 
guns  from  their  masters  without  leave;  the  act  1723, 
chap.  15,  §6,  provides  that  any  master  or  owner  of 
any  negro  or  other  slave,  that  suffers  such  slave  to 
keep  any  horses  or  mares  or  to  raise  any  cattle  or 
hogs  as  the  proper  right  of  such  slaves,  shall  forfeit 
500  lbs  tobacco,  (§8  330,  and  also  the  article.  The 
act  of  1824,  chap.  203,  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
repealing  the  act  of  1806,  chap.  81,  which  prohibit- 
ed their  keeping  dog  or  gun — but  the  act  of  1831, 
chap.  323  §6,  again  forbad  any  negro  or  mulatto  from 
keeping  or  carrying  a firelock  of  any  kind,  any  mili- 
tary weapon,  any  powder  or  lead  without  first  ob- 
taining a license  from  the  county  court,  or  the  cor- 
poration of  the  county  to  be  annually  received  and 
which  is  recoverable,  under  penalty  of  costs  of  pro- 
secution and  forfeit  of  the  arms  to  the  informer,  or 
for  the  second  offence,  not  exceeding  39  lashes  at  the 
discretion  of  the  justice  or  else  be  subject  to  the 
penalty  of  felony. 

7.  Jls  to  some  of  their  sights  and  privileges  and  the  care 
of  their  manumission.  The  act  of  1715,  (chap.  44, 
§21)  provides,  that  when  masters  shall  not  provide 
sufficient  meat,  drink  and  clothing  or  should  deprive 
their  servants  ofsufficient  rest,  or  give  them  more  than 
10  lashes  for  any  one  offence,  the  offender  was  to  be 
fined  not  exceeding  1000  lbs.  tobacco;  and  §30  of  the 
same  law  gives  the  courts  power  to  determine  upon 
complaints  against  masters.  The  act  of  1 796,  (chap. 
67,  §6),  which  is  a long  act  containing  30  sections, 
provides  that  when  they  are  brought  from  another 
state,  they  shall  not  be  considered  as  slaves  for  life, 
but  shall  serve  their  time  out  and  no  longer,  and  §13 
prescribes  the  right  of  manumission  by  will  provided 
the  slave  be  not  above  45  years  and  be  able  to  sup- 
port himself  by  work;  and  §29  prescribes  the  mode  of 
manumission  in  writing,  which  may  be  done  pro- 
vided it  be  not  to  the  prejudice  of  creditors,  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses  and  acknowledged  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  recorded  within  six  months. 
The  act  of  1810,  chap.  15,  §1,  provides  further  as  to 
deeds  of  manumission;  and  lastly  a supplement  to  the 
act  of  1831,  chap.  323,  passed  in  1834,  makes  valid 
certain  deeds  of  manumission,  if  recorded  prior  to 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  and  also  protects  certain 
rights  of  slaves  by  contract  before  the  act  was  pass- 
ed, (viz:  1833,  chap.  284). 

The  act  of  1805,  chap.  66  §2  provides  that  none 
but  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  the  register  of  wills 
grant  certificates  of  freedom  which  must  be  under 
seal  and  must  describe  the  person;  and  the  act  of 
1807  chap.  64  further  prescribes  as  to  certificates  of 
freedom. 

The  act  of  1824  chap.  100  authorises  the  levy 
court  to  provide  for  old  persons  and  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  insolvent  estates  of  deceased  persons. 
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As  to  petitions  for  freedom,  certificates  of  freedom, 
freedom  dues,  &c.  See  act  of  1796  chap.  67  from 
§21  to  27 — and  1810  chap.  63  §2. 

The  act  of  1715  chap.  44  §10  requires  several  ar- 
ticles to  be  given  them  as  freedom  dues,  such  as 
clothes,  axes,  guns,  &c.  (For  the  forms  of  certificates 
of  freedom — of  manumission,  &c.  see  Harris’  Entries 
page  42). 

8.  As  to  the  payment  of  owners  for , &fc.  The  act  of 
May  1717  chap.  13  §4,  provided  that  as  owners  con- 
cealed and  hushed  up  the  crimes  committed  by  their 
slaves  to  prevent  losing  their  value,  when  convicted, 
that  they  should  be  valued  by  court  and  three-fourths 
of  their  value  paid  to  the  master;  and  by  the  act  of 
1737,  (chap.  2 §5  and  6),  the  whole  value  is  directed 
to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  certificate  of  the 
sheriff;  and  again  the  act  of  1751  chap.  14  §9  and  12, 
provides  that  slaves  who  run  away  and  are  killed  in 
the  taking  them  up,  (§17),  if  they  are  actual  inha- 
bitants of  the  proviuee  at  the  time  of  the  fact  com- 
mitted, shall  be  paid  on  the  valuation  of  two  respec- 
table persons  by  the  treasurer;  the  §12  provides  that 
no  money  be  paid  for  any  slave,  who  shall  die  in  jail 
after  sentence,  or  who  shall  be  executed  unless  he 
be  an  actual  inhabitant  of  the  state. 

The  act  of  1787  (chap.  17  §3)  gave  direction  re- 
lative to  the  arrest  of  slaves  who  return  after  having 
been  pardoned  on  conviction  of  leaving  the  state. — 
And  the  act  of  1802  chap.  92  prescribes  that  owners 
are  to  be  paid  when  sentence  of  death  is  passed  upon 
any  slave  or  servant  and  commuted  by  the  governor; 
the  valuation  to  be  made  by  the  court  and  to  be  paid 
by  the  treasurer,  upon  order  from  the  governor. 

9.  As  to  emigration  and  immigration,  and  bringing 
slaves  into  the  state.  No  free  negro  or  mulatto  is  per- 
mitted to  come  into  this  state  to  settle,  or  indeed  to 
remain  in  this  state  for  ten  successive  days,  under  a 
penalty  of  §50  for  every  week  he  remains,  one-half 
to  goto  the  informerand  the  other  half  to  the  county, 
to  be  recovered  before  a justice  of  the  peace,  (1831, 
523);  and  if  he  cannot  pay  the  fine,  he  is  to  be  sold, 
after  ten  days  notice,  for  such  time  as  is  necessary  to 
cover  the  penalty,  (ib);  and  any  person  hiring,  em- 
ploying or  harboring  any  negro  or  mulatto,  who  shall 
have  been  in  the  state  more  than  ten  days  succes- 
sively, shall  suffer  a penalty  of  §20  for  every  day 
such  person  shall  be  hired  after  four  days.  And  if 
any  free  negro  or  mulatto  is  out  of  the  state  for  thirty 
consecutive  days,  unless  he  deposite  with  the  county 
clerk  a statement  of  his  intention  of  returning  again, 
or  unless  he  bring  a certificate  of  being  detained  by 
sickness  or  coercion,  he  shall  be  regarded  as  a resi- 
dent of  another  state  and  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
imposed  as  above,  (ib.  §2),  though  this  does  not  ex- 
tend to  free  negroes  or  mulattoes  engaged  in  navi- 
gating under  white  commanders,  to  wagoners  or  to 
hired  servants  travelling  with  their  masters  or  em- 
ployer, or  to  such  as  lawfully  come  into  this  state 
and  are  detained  by  sickness  or  other  casualty,  (§3.) 
No  master  of  any  vessel  shall  hereafter  receive  on 
board  any  negro  or  mulatto,  under  a penalty  of  §100 
until  he  shall  produce  a regular  authenticated  certi- 
ficate of  freedom,  from  some  clerk  of  a county  court, 
accompanied  by  a certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty where  the  vessel  may  clear  out  giving  a descrip- 
tion of  the  negro  and  his  residence,  (1824,  35,  1),  and 
the  master  of  the  vessel  must  keep  a register  and 
exhibit  to  all  inquiring,  under  a penalty  of  §100,  (§3). 

It  is  not  lawful  to  bring  any  negro  or  other  slave 
to  reside  in  this  state,  under  penalty  of  the  forfeiture 
of  the  negro,  who  is  entitled  to  his  freedom  if  he  will 
consent  to  go  to  Liberia,  (though  this  does  not  effect 
the  rights  of  non-residents  to  employ  their  slaves  on 
the  islands  of  the  Potomac  or  persons  having  lands 
within  ten  miles),  1831,  323,  4.  (See  also  1835  chap. 
61  ante).  The  sheriff  is  entitled  to  §10  for  every 
negro  so  brought  into  the  state,  &c.  and  every  per- 
son offending  against  this  provision  may  be  punished 
in  the  county  court  where  the  offence  is  committed, 
and  which  may  direct  the  sheriff  to  sell  such  negro 
for  the  §5  and  prison  fees,  (ib.)  If  the  colonization 
society  refuse  to  give  §5  and  prison  fees  for  the  ne- 
gro, the  sheriff  must  sell  him  with  condition  that  he. 
be  removed  forthwith  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state, 
(ib.) 

The  act  of  1834  §1,  permits  all  guardians,  execu- 
tors and  trustees  to  bring  in  any  slaves  from  adjoin- 
ing states,  being  slaves  for  life  confided  to  them  in 
trust,  and  to  hire  and  work  them  out  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  connected  with  the  trust  and  not  for 
sale  and  remove  them  backwards  and  forwards,  pro- 
vided that  a list  be  made  out  and  recorded,  &c.  No 
slave  brought  into  this  state  under  this  act  is  to  be 
entitled  to  freedom  thereby,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding  (§2).  Officers  of  the  army  and  navy 
are  also  authorised  to  bring  any  slave  into  the  state 
but  not  to  sell,  &c.  Dec.  scs.  1834. 

An  act  of  Dec.  ses.  1834,  also  authorises  per- 
sons in  the  part  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ceded 
by  Maryland  to  remove  their  slaves  into  this  state. 


And  if  any  justice  of  the  peace  knows  of  any  slave 
being  brought  into  the  state  he  should  bind  the  per- 
son bringing  them  by  recognizance  to  appear  at  the 
next  county  court  to  answer  therefor  (1831,323,  5). 

This  law,  however,  in  relation  to  the  bringing  of 
slaves  into  the  state  has  been  modified  by  subsequent 
acts. 

The  act  of  1832,  ch.  40,  re-enacted  same  session  by 
ch.  317,  §1,  provides  that  any  inhabitant  of  the  state 
may  bring  any  slave  back  again  who  may  have  been 
hired  to  service  in  an  adjoining  state,  provided  such 
person  be  an  actual  inhabitant  of  the  state  both  at  the 
time  of  hiring  and  bringing  back  and  also  the  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the  slave,  or  in  case  of  the  death  of 
the  original  owner  his  heirs  executors,  administrators 
or  legatees.  And  the  act  of  1832,  ch.  317,  gives  to 
persons  who  have  purchased  land  with  the  intention 
of  becoming  residents  the  right  to  introduce  slaves 
into  the  state  owned  by  them  at  the  passage  of  the 
act,  on  the  condition  of  their  recording  names,  &c. 
and  taking  oath  that  the  conditions  of  the  act  have 
been  complied  with,  &c.  (§2). 

Persons  residing  in  that  part  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ceded  by  Maryland  and  holding  real  estate  in 
Maryland  to  bring  such  slaves  in  as  resided  in  that 
part  of  the  District  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act 
(1832,  ch.  317,  §3). 

And  slaves  brought  into  the  state  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act  are  forfeited  according  to  the 
4th  section  of  1831,  ch.  323. 

And  persons  owning  land  in  an  adjoining  state  are 
permitted  to  bring  their  slaves  into  this  state  provid- 
ed they  have  resided  in  and  been  removed  from  this 
state  by  such  persons  (1832,  ch.  317,  §4).  Citizens 
in  the  service  of  the  government  leaving  the  United 
States  may,  also,  bring  back  their  slaves  provided  they 
be  properly  recorded  before  leaving  and  after  return- 
ing (ib.  §5).  When  the  wife  or  husband  of  any  slave 
in  this  state  is  owned  by  a slave  of  another  state,  they 
may  be  purchased  and  brought  in  by  the  owner  of 
such  slave  (§9).  The  solemnization  of  the  marriage 
must  be  proved  by  the  oath  of  person  bringing  the 
slave  in,  or  of  some  credible  white  person  and  be  re- 
corded (§9). 

The  act  of  1832,  ch.  87,  also  allows  the  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  by  persons  who  have  acquired  them  by 
marriage  or  by  bequest,  or  by  course  of  distribution 
in  another  state  on  certain  conditions  such  as  his  tak- 
ing an  oath  of  intention  to  become  a citizen,  filing 
list  of  names,  paying  tax  of  §15  dollars  to  use  of  coloni- 
zation society  if  the  negro  be  between  the  age  of  12 
and  45  or  ortherwise  paying  §5  such  tax.  See  above. 

lOf/i.  As  to  their  living  idle,  Sfc.  It  is  the  duty  of 
constables  to  ascertain  when  free  negroes  live  idly 
and  without  any  visible  means  of  maintenance,  or 
are  going  at  large  without  any  visible  means  of  sup- 
port and  to  lodge  such  information  with  some  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  who  is  authorised  to  issue  his  war- 
rant and  inquire  if  such  negro  is  an  offender  under 
this  act,  (1825  ch.  161);  and  upon  his  being  con- 
vinced, that  he  is  to  order  such  free  negro  or  mulatto 
to  give  security  for  his  good  behaviour,  or  to  depart 
the  state  within  15  days  (ib.  § 1);  and  if  he  refuses 
to  comply  with  the  act,  or  returns  again  within  six 
months,  the  justice  may  commit  him  to  the  jail,  and 
if  within  20  days  his  prison  charges  are  not  paid,  it  is 
lawful  for  the  sheriff  with  the  approbation  of  two 
justices  of  the  peace,  to  sell  such  person  for  not 
more  than  six  months,  and  after  paying  the  charges 
of  commitment  to  pay  over  the  balance  to  the  jus- 
tices of  the  levy  court;  they  have  however  a right 
of  appeal  to  the  next  county  court  upon  giving  se- 
curity to  prosecute  the  appeal  (ib.)  If  the  negro 
however  within  the  fifteen  days,  hire  himself  to 
some  responsible  citizen  of  the  state  for  three  months, 
then  he  is  not  compelled  to  depart.  And  it  is  also 
the  duty  of  constables  to  make  inquiry  into  the  con- 
dition of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  if  their 
parents  have  no  visible  means  of  supporting  them 
they  may  immediately  lodge  complaint  and  have  such 
children  brought  before  some  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  orphans  court  and  have  them  bound  out  agree- 
ably to  the  act  for  the  better  regulation,  &c.  of  ap- 
prentices and  its  supplements,  ib.  § 2.  And  (by  the 
act  of  1824,  ch.  87  § 1)  the  orphans  court  is  au- 
thorised to  bind  out  negro  or  mulatto  children  with- 
out requiring  that  such  education  shall  be  given  them 
as  masters  are  obliged  to  give  apprentices,  bound 
by  the  orphans  court  of  the  state.  These  penalties 
however  do  not  extend  to  negroes  who  from  old  age 
or<bodily  infirmity  are  incapable  of  supporting  them- 
selves, and  for  whom  the  levy  court  are  authorised 
to  provide  (§  4) 

SUMMARY,  FREE  NEGROES. 

As  a summary  of  the  whole  matter  let  us  state. 

Immigrating.  That  no  free  negro  is  allowed  to 
immigrate  into  this  state  and  remain  for  ten  succes- 
sive days  under  a penalty  of  §50  for  each  week;  and 
that  he  may  be  sold  to  pay  the  penalty  and  that  no 


person  is  allowed  to  hire  such  a negro  under  pen- 
alty of  §20  for  every  day  after  the  expiration  of 
four  days,  recoverable  before  a justice  of  the  peace. 

Removing.  And  if  any  free  negro  remain  out  of 
the  state  for  thirty  consecutive  days  without  filing 
with  the  clerk  of  the  county  a notice  of  his  intention 
'of  returning  again,  or  unless  detained  by  sickness 
or  coercion,  of  which  he  shall  bring  a certificate, 
he  shall  be  subjected  to  the  penalties  as  above. 
But  he  may  visit  Liberia  and  come  back  again,  or 
may  come  into  the  state  with  his  employer  or  in  tra- 
velling, &c. 

Disabilities.  He  shall  not  keep  weapons  of  any 
kind  without  license;  nor  go  at  large  with  wea- 
pons; nor  deal  in  certain  prohibited  articles  without 
a permit;  nor  keep  a dog  or  bitch;  nor  sell  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a camp  meeting;  nor  live  idly;  nor 
entice  slaves  to  run  away;  nor  attend  any  meeting 
for  religious  purposes,  unless  conducted  by  a white 
licensed  or  ordained  preacher,  or  some  white  per- 
son, &c.  The  children  of  poor  free  negroes  are  to 
be  bound  out  as^  apprentices  and  need  not  be  taught 
to  read  as  is  required  in  case  of  white  children, 
&c.  &c. 

SLAVES. 

JVo<  to  come  into  the  state.  Slaves  are  not  to  be 
imported  into  this  state,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture 
of  the  slave,  who  is  to  be  sent  to  Liberia  or  sold,  and 
the  person  bringing  him  to  be  punished  by  the  county 
court. 

Exceptions.  The  exceptions  however,  are;  where 
slaves  are  hired  in  an  adjoining  state;  where  masters 
reside  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  where  master 
owns  land  in  an  adjoining  state;  is  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  where  the  husband  or  wife  of  the 
owner  is  in  an  adjoining  state;  when  acquired  by  a 
citizen  in  a course  of  distribution.  In  some  of  which 
cases  affidavit  is  to  be  filed  of  the  intention  of  the 
party  to  become  a citizen  of  the  state  and  a list  of 
the  slaves  to  be  given  the  clerk,  &c. 

Disabilities.  They  are  punishable  for  enticing  slaves 
to  run  away;  they  are  not  to  trade  or  to  buy  or  deal 
in  certain  articles  without  a permit;  not  to  keep 
horses  or  mares,  cattle  or  hogs;  nor  to  carry  offen- 
sive weapons;  nor  to  go  at  large  and  hire  themselves; 
nor  to  be  received  on  board  of  boats  by  masters  of 
vessels;  and  are  to  be  whipped  for  pilfering  and  steal- 
ing. 

Protection.  They  are  not  to  be  overworked,  or  cru- 
elly treated;  nor  to  be  sold  out  of  the  state  when  enti- 
tled to  freedom  after  a term  of  years;  nor  to  be  re- 
ceived into  goal  unless  by  a due  course  of  law;  nor  to 
remain  in  the  state  after  manumission,  unless  permit- 
ted by  a judge  on  account  of  extraordinary  good  be- 
haviour. 


POLITICS  OF  T HE  DAY. 


MR.  BADGER. 

The  following  address  is  given  in  the  Raleigh  Re- 
gister of  the  16th  Nov.  as  a sketch  of  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Badger  at  a dinner  given  him  by  a large  num- 
ber of  his  fellow  citizens  of  North  Carolina  at  that 
place  on  Nov.  13th. 

Mr.  Badger  commenced  by  remarking  that  he 
should  indeed  be  wanting  in  sensibility  not  to  be 
touched  by  the  testimonials  of  undeserved  approba- 
tion this  day  offered  him,  and  by  the  complimentary 
sentiment  which  had  just  been  so  kindly  received. 
He  was  fully  aware  that  there  were  considerations 
other  than  personal  connected  with  this  mark  of  re- 
spect; and  it  was  no  doubt  expected,  surrounded  as 
he  was  by  his  old  friends,  and  by  those  best  able  to 
estimate  his  motives,  that  he  should  say  something 
as  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabinet,  the  present 
posture  of  our  affairs,  and  the  course  proper  to  be 
adopted  by  the  whig  party  of  North  Carolina. 

It  was  well  known  to  his  friends  that  he  had  never 
sought  office,  that  he  had  no  fondness  for  it,  and  that 
he  took  it  from  considerations  no  way  connected 
with  his  own  personal  interest  and  advancement. 
Had  he  believed  himself  at  liberty  to  consult  only 
his  own  wishes  and  his  own  interest,  he  would  have 
remained  in  his  native  state,  and  been  content  to  at- 
tract that  degree  of  respect  and  esteem  to  which  he 
might  be  thought  entitled.  Having  been  influenced 
by  public  considerations  to  take  office,  he  felt  deeply 
gratified  cn  laying  it  down,  to  find  his  conduct  ap- 
proved and  his  motives  justly  regarded  by  those  who 
had  the  best  opportunity  to  know  him. 

The  events  of  the  past  year  (continued  Mr.  B.) 
must  have  excited  the  astonishment  of  every  obser- 
vant man.  It  seemed  to  him  only  as  yesterday, 
when  this  grove  was  filled  with  thousands  of  deter- 
mined whigs  collected  from  every  part  of  the  stale — 
brought  together  by  no  base  or  mercenary  motives, 
but  by  the  solemn  conviction  that  the  fate  of  the 
whole  country  was  involved  in  the  issue  of  a great 
political  struggle.  They  were  fired  by  the  same 
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spirit  of  liberty  that  impelled  our  revolutionary  fore- 
fathers, and,  like  them,  felt  that  the  success  of  their 
efforts  was  necessary  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  their  posterity.  They  did  succeed.  Day  after 
day  the  cheering  tidings  came  in,  that  state  upon 
state  had  declared  for  the  whig  cause.  At  length 
the  voice  of  the  whole  American  people  was  col- 
lected, and  Harrison,  the  patriot,  sage,  statesman, 
soldier,  and,  best  of  all,  Christian,  was  called  to  di- 
rect the  nation!  To  his  voice  (said  Mr.  B.)  I yield- 
ed, and  became  a member  of  his  cabinet.  And  when, 
sir,  1 saw  and  knew  that  noble  old  man,  and  those 
whom  he  had  called  about  him — when  I heard  him, 
in  the  midst  of  thousands  of  his  countrymen,  take 
that  solemn  oath  which  bound  him  to  redeem  the 
pledge  then  given,  of  faithful  devotion  to  his  coun- 
try, I felt  deep  assurance  that  misrule  was  at  an  end 
— that  the  one-man  power  was  repudiated  from  our 
system,  and  the  nation  secure  of  a true  representa- 
tive government. 

But  a fearful  change  has  come  over  the  land. 
There  is  a voice  heard  as  of  mourning,  and  a feel- 
ing of  distrust  seems  to  pervade  every  part  of  the 
country.  Why  is  this?  Are  whig  principles  less 
valuable  now  than  they  were  twelve  months  ago? 
Are  locofoco  doctrines  less  fraught  with  destructive 
anti-social  and  anti-religious  qualities  than  they  then 
were?  Are  the  whigs  more  ready  now  than  then  to 
embrace  them?  None  yrill  answer  these  questions 
in  the  affirmative.  No,  though  there  are  many  good, 
wise,  and  excellent  men  in  the  ranks  of  our  oppo- 
nents, the  tendency  of  their  party  principles  are  still 
disorganizing  and  destructive,  and  the  whigs  as  much 
as  ever  reject  and  dread  them.  And  yet,  look  at  the 
present  aspect  of  things;  of  seven  states  of  the  un- 
ion, in  which  elections  have  recently  taken  place, 
and  where  last  fall  the  whig  majority  was  told  by 
thousands,  five  exhibit  locofoco  triumphs.  Why  is 
this,  if  the  whig  strength  be  not  diminished?  In  my 
opinion,  this  result  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  same 
causes  which  led  to  the  disruption  of  the  late  cabi- 
net. And  what  are  they?  The  whigs  have  raised 
up  a man  to  the  executive  chair,  who,  though  elect- 
ed as  a whig,  professing  to  be  a whig,  and  believed 
to  be  a whig,  nevertheless  either  does  not  justly  un- 
derstand, or  truly  value  and  consistently  pursue,  the 
great  constitutional  principles  of  that  party.  It  is 
neither  my  purpose  nor  wish  (continued  Mr.  B.)  to 
speak  in  terms  of  severity  of  Mr.  Tyler;  but  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  though  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate, is  but  a public  servant,  and  as  such,  his 
conduct  is  a fit  subject  for  examination  and  remark. 
His  conduct  towards  congress  and  his  constitutional 
advisers  was  the  main  cause  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  cab  net;  and  the  same  cause  has  led  to  our  re- 
cent defeats.  There  is  no  abandonment  of  whig 
principles  any  where,  but  uncertainty  and  distrust 
have  produced,  for  the  time,  inaction  among  the 
whigs. 

Attempts  have  been  made,  I know, sir,  (continued 
Mr.  B.)  to  discredit  the  statement  in  Mr.  Ewing’s 
letter  of  what  passed  in  the  cabinet  meeting  of  the 
18th  of  August,  but  1 say  here,  in  the  presence  of 
this  enlightened  and  respectable  company,  on  the 
responsibility  of  my  own  reputation  for  truth,  of 
which  none  are  better  able  to  judge  than  those  I ad- 
dress, that  that  statement  is  true — in  its  leading  and 
essential  facts  absolutely  true — in  all  its  details  sub- 
stantially true. 

The  cabinet  would  not  have  been  dissolved  simply 
because  the  president  vetoed  the  bank  bills.  His 
scruples,  if  sincere,  however  unreasonable,  and 
even  absurd,  would  have  been  entitled  to  tenderness, 
if  not  respect;  and  no  member  of  his  cabinet  would 
have  visited  with  the  harshness  of  censure,  the  er- 
rors of  a man  who  sought  after  truth  with  a willing- 
ness to  find  and  a desire  to  embrace  it,  merely  be- 
cause, through  feebleness  of  understanding  or  early 
prejudice,  he  was  disabled  to  perceive  it.  It  was 
the  want  of  sincerity  and  ingenuousness — of  direct- 
ness and  candor — it  was  the  disregard  of  courtesy 
and  respect — it  was  the  manifestation  of  a vacillat- 
ing and  unsteady  mind — it  was  the  want  of  that  man- 
liness which  assumes  and  avows  its  own  errors,  and 
scorns  by  concealment  or  evasion  to  visit  them  on 
others — that  compelled  the  president’s  confidential 
advisers  to  abandon  their  position.  Consider  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  for  a moment,  and  judge  if 
this  be  not  so.  One  bill  having  been  defeated,  he 
himself  proposed  another,  and  induced  the  members 
of  his  cabinet  to  urge  its  passage.  The  bill  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  president.  Did  he  sign  it? 
Sir,  after  his  cabinet  had  induced  their  friends  in 
congress  to  accept  it  as  the  olive  branch  of  peace, 
he  not  only  did  not  sign  it,  but  he  sent  it  back  with 
scorn,  as  a measure  that  everyone  must  have  known 
he  could  not  sanction.  How,  then,  sir,  was  his  cabi- 
net situated?  The  bill  that  they  had  been  induced  to 
recommend  was  so  repudiated  as  plainly  but  indi- 
rectly to  exhibit  the  cabinet  as  false  to  truth,  false 


to  congress,  and  false  to  the  country.  What  would 
be  thought  of  that  master  who,  having  commission- 
ed his  servant  to  make  a purchase,  should,  after  the 
execution  of  his  order,  deny  the  contract,  and  put 
him  upon  proof  of  his  authority?  Every  man  must 
perceive  that,  a total  loss  of  confidence  having  taken 
place,  there  was  an  end  at  once  to  all  hope  of  ren- 
dering service  to  the  country.  Of  the  future  con- 
duct of  the  president  we  could  only  judge  by  the 
past;  and  from  that,  what  could  we  infer  but  a dis- 
regard of  all  that  was  justly  due  to  us  as  his  confi- 
dential advisers?  His  conduct,  then,  standing,  as  it 
did  to  me,  totally  without  any  explanation  of  its  ap- 
parent deviation  from  manifest  propriety,  and  with- 
out any  sufficient  pledge  for  the  future,  left,  in  my 
judgment,  no  alternative  but  immediate  resignation, 
unless  I had  been  a miserable  sycophant,  willing  to 
retain  office,  under  whatever  circumstances  of  de- 
gradation, for  the  sake  of  its  emoluments  and  pow- 
er. And  in  this  opinion  there  is  not  a member  of 
the  whig  party,  or  of  any  other  party  probably  in  N. 
Carolina,  who  would  not  concur. 

Over  the  past  (continued  Mr.  B.)  we  have  no 
power,  but  from  it  we  may  gain  lessons  to  guide  the 
future.  What  course  does  it  become  the  whig  party 
to  pursue;  or  rather,  what  steps  shall  be  taken  by  the 
whig  party  of  North  Carolina,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances? We  see  our  nominal  chief  opposed  to  a 
leading  whig  measure,  demanded  for  the  relief  of  a 
suffering  country,  even  when  that  measure  had  been 
framed  upon  his  own  suggestions.  We  see  him  re- 
joicing over  whig  defeats,  and  the  organ  of  his  admi- 
nistration boasting  of  every  loco  foco  triumph.  Yes, 
sir,  our  leader,  who  should  have  led  the  way  in  every 
conflict,  holds  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  yet 
retains  the  name  of  whig.  It  was  in  this  position  he 
was  seen  when  the  recent  elections  took  place,  in 
which  we  suffered  loss.  Sir,  how  could  we  have  ex- 
pected to  succeed  under  such  circumstances?  If  an 
army,  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  discover  its  general 
not  ready  to  lead  them  to  the  conflict  or  to  cheer 
them  on  to  victory,  but  occupying  some  neutral  posi- 
tion, in  friendly  converse  with  the  enemy,  how  shall 
they  answer  with  courage  and  confidence  the  trum- 
pet which  sounds  the  onset?  Yet  their  numbers  are 
not  diminished,  their  strength  is  not  enfeebled,  their 
courage  has  not  cooled,  and,  if  guided  by  a leader  of 
undoubted  fidelity,  their  arms  would  be  crowned  with 
glorious  success.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a just  view 
of  the  condition  of  the  whig  party.  It  is  as  strong 
this  day  as  it  was  cn  the  4th  of  March  last.  In  the 
elections  which  have  taken  place  recently  it  is  appa- 
rent that  the  whigs  have  in  numerical  strength  lost 
nothing,  for  our  adversaries  have  gained  nothing.  Our 
voters  have  not  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  but,  uncer- 
tain and  dispirited  by  the  conduct  of  their  chief,  they 
have  remained  at  home.  Give  them  again  a chief  on 
whom  they  chn  rely,  and  the  rallying  word  shall  find 
them  at  their  posts  as  numerous  and  faithful  as  ever. 
Our  course,  then,  seems  to  be  sufficiently  plain.  The 
whig  party  of  the  state  should  organize  and  concert 
their  measures.  To  this  end,  it  seems  to  me  a con- 
vention of  whig  delegates  should  be  convened,  from 
every  quarter  of  the  state.  Let  us  stir  up  the  people 
and  invoke  the  aid  of  their  patriotism,  that  the  state 
may  be  fully  represented.  Let  us  consult  together 
like  brethren,  in  behalf  of  our  country,  and  leave  no 
just  means  untried  to  preserve  the  union  and  integri- 
ty of  the  whig  party.  Especially  let  us  select  another 
and  better  leader — one  who  knows  that  the  only  con- 
sistency suitable  to  a finite  creature,  like  man,  is  a 
consistent  pursuit  of  truth;  and  that  to  live  for  thirty 
years  without  changing  an  opinion,  is  to  live  thirty 
years  without  improvement,  and  who,  therefore,  will 
not  make  it  the  great  business  of  his  life  to  think,  or 
appear  to  think  to-day  as  he  thought  yesterday,  nor 
look  upon  it  as  a reproach  that  he  has  become  wiser 
by  experience.  Let  us  have  a man  who,  while  he 
has  intelligence  to  know  his  own  opinions,  and  firm- 
ness to  pursue  them,  will  yet  understand  that  the  only 
value  of  any  opinion  is  its  agreement  with  truth,  and 
will  therefore  at  once  abandon  any  and  every  opinion 
when  satisfied  that  it  is  false  and  injurious.  Let  us 
have  a man  whose  mind  is  deeply  impressed  with  the 
I importance  to  his  country  of  the  great  principles  of 
the  whig  party,  and  whose  fidelity  to  them  is  guaran- 
■ tied,  not  by  pledges  given  upon  obtaining  a nomina- 
tion, but  by  the  faithful  devotion  of  his  life  to  his 
country’s  service.  Above  all,  let  us  have  a man  with 
' a sound  American  head  and  a sound  American  heart — 

I whose,  patriotism  instead  of  dwindling  into  the  nar- 
; rowness  of  a political  sectary,  enlarges  itself  to  em- 
i brace  and  love  and  foster  every  interest  of  our  whole 
I country.  Let  us  have  such  a leader,  inscribe  his  name 
upon  the  glorious  whig  banner,  and  give  it  to  the 
breeze,  and  rely  upon  it,  gentlemen,  a noble  triumph 
! awaits  us. 

With  such  a leader  we  defeated  the  phalanx  of  loco 
focoism,  headed  by  Van  Buren,  and  wielding  with- 
out scruple,  for  party  purposes,  the  whole  executive 


power  and  patronage  of  the  nation.  Shall  it  admit 
of  doubt  that  we  can  defeat  the  same  party  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Tyler? 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.  in  conclusion),  however  it 
may  be  in  other  states  under  such  circumstances,  the 
Old  North  State  will  again  give  evidence  of  her  devo- 
tion to  the  whig  principles  for  which  she  was  distin- 
guished in  1775  and  177G.  Then,  again,  will  North 
Carolina — sir,  I speak  not  of  Carolina,  nor  of  South 
Carolina,  but  of  North  Carolina — then  again  will 
North  Carolina,  the  faithful,  the  honorable,  but  mo- 
derate state,  show  herself  true  to  whig  principles, 
whoever  may  desert  them! 

• 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE  HON.  C.  C.  CLAY. 

Huntsville,  Nov.  12,  1841. 

Sir:  I am  constrained  by  considerations  of  a per- 
sonal and  domestic  nature,  which  cannot  consistent- 
ly be  disregarded,  to  retire  from  the  public  service. 
You  will  please  accept  this  as  the  resignation  of  my 
seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

I have  for  some  time  past  apprehended  that  cir- 
cumstances beyond  my  control  would  compel  me  to 
adopt  this  course,  and  have,  frequently,  expressed 
my  apprehensions  to  friends — more  especially  since 
my  last  return  from  the  seat  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. It  seemed,  however,  to  be  the  general  wish 
of  those  to  whom  I have  communicated,  that  I should 
postpone  a determination  upon  the  subject,  as  long 
as  might  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  under 
the  hope,  kindly  expressed,  that  a favorable  change 
might  enable  me  to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  my 
public  duties.  But  the  time  for  decision  has  arrived; 
no  such  change  has  occurred;  and  I am  compelled  to 
yield  to  obligations  which  cannot  be  cancelled. 

I have  been  long  in  the  public  service.  It  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  have  been  cheered  and  sus- 
tained, throughout,  by  the  approving  voice  of  an  en- 
lightened, confiding  and  generous  constituency. — 
Whatever  changes  of  political  sentiment,  or  princi- 
ple, may  have  taken  place  elsewhere,  and  notwith- 
standing the  agitation  and  excitement  which  have 
sometimes  prevailed  around  her,  Alabama  has  never 
wavered,  nor  faltered — she  has  stood  firmly  and  im- 
moveably  by  the  republican  faith.  She  is  now 
where  she  has  ever  been — yielding  to  none  in  the 
integrity  of  her  political  character,  the  zealous  main- 
tenance of  her  constitutional  rights,  or  her  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  popular  liberty.  The  change  of  re- 
lations which  is  about  to  take  place,  inspires  me  with 
painful  emotions.  Under  more  auspicious  circum- 
stances, I should  be  proud  to  serve  her,  as  long  as  I 
could  consistently  reflect  her  sentiments  in  the  na- 
tional councils. 

However,  the  regret  I should  otherwise  feel  for 
the  necessity  which  imposes  on  me  the  course  I am 
about  to  pursue,  is  much  diminished  by  the  conside- 
ration, that  the  principles,  which  it  has  been  my 
pride  and  pleasure  to  sustain  throughout  my  public 
life,  are  now  in  the  ascendant.  Indeed,  were  it 
otherwise,  I know  not  to  what  sacrifices  of  feeling 
as  well  as  interest,  I would  not  submit,  sooner  than 
withdraw  from  them  my  humble  support.  Although 
not  in  power,  the  democratic  party  never  was  strong- 
er than  at  the  present  moment.  The  people  have 
already  detected  and  passed  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion on  the  frauds,  by  which  they  were  deceived  and 
misled  during  the  last  presidential  canvass.  Thev 
have  arisen  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength,  and  the 
re-action  has  been  overwhelming  from  one  end  of  the 
union  to  the  other.  They  have  again  demonstrated 
their  capacity  for  self-government,  and  will,  I trust, 
never  hereafter  be  defrauded  of  their  suffrages  by  the 
ill  omened  alliance  of  parties  contending  for  power, 
without  any  common  principles,  and  without  any 
avowed  system  of  measures.  To  insure  the  perma- 
nent ascendancy  of  democratic  principles,  it  is  only 
necessary  for  the  people  of  this  quarter  of  the  union 
to  understand  and  appreciate  the  prophetic  truth  of 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  declaration,  that  “the  democracy  of 
the  north  is  the  natural  ally  of  the  south.”  To  do 
this,  let  them  but  review  so  much  of  the  executive 
journal  of  the  late  extra  session  as  has  been  permit- 
ted to  see  the  light;  and  they  will  there  find  that  the 
nominations  of  abolitionists,  of  the  most  obnoxious 
character,  were  confirmed  by  the  votes  of  southern 
whig  senators,  when  every  northern  democrat,  in  his 
place,  voted  against  them.  These  and  other  deve- 
lopements  have  conclusively  established  the  charge, 
long  since  preferred,  that  a coalition  had  been  form- 
ed between  southern  whig  leaders  (not  the  party  ge- 
nerally) and  the  abolitionists,  as  well  as  the  federal- 
ists, of  the  north.  This  extraordinary  alliance,  sug- 
gested by  the  most  unprincipled  ambition,  and  con- 
summated by  the  vilest  treachery,  should  be  dissolv- 
ed. Its  dissolution  is  no  less  indispensable  to  the 
perpetuity  of  the  union  than  it  is  to  the  safety  of  the 
south. 

Although  about  to  retire  from  their  service,  my 
gratitude  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  for  the  many 
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evidences  of  confidence,  with  which  they  have  ho- 
nored me  can  only  terminate  with  my  existence-— 
nor  can  I ever  cease  to  feel  the  liveliest  interest  in 
the  well-earned  fame  of  our  beloved  state,  and  the 
deepest  solicitude  for  her  continued  prosperity.  And 
though  but  a private  citizen,  my  faith  in  the  repub- 
lican creed  is  unchanged  and  unshaken,  and  I shall 
ever  be  found  ready  to  co-operate  with  my  fellow 
citizens  in  the  support  of  the  principles  I have  hith- 
erto maintained.  With  great  respect,  I am,  sir,  your 
most  ob’t.  serv’t.  C.  C.  CLAY. 

To  Ids  excellency,  the  governor  of  Alabama. 


SOUTH  CAR  05.  IN  A. 


GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Executive  department,  Columbia,  Nov.  23,  1841. 
Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

I congratulate  you  on  the  recurrence  of  this  occa- 
sion of  assembling  in  the  service  of  your  constituents, 
under  circumstances  as  auspicious  to  the  useful  dis- 
charge of  your  duties,  as  I trust  they  will  be  condu- 
cive to  the  harmony  of  your  deliberations. 

While,  in  the  general  health  of  our  citizens,  and 
the  abundance  of  our  harvest,  we  have  experienced 
the  usual  beneficent  distribution  of  the  blessings  of  an 
overruling  Providence,,  we  have  not  less  cause  for 
congratulation  in  the  reviving  prosperity  of  our  peo- 
ple, from  the  unexampled  depression  and  embarrass- 
ment of  the  times.  Already  has  credit  begun  to  re- 
gain confidence  and  stability — capital  to  seek  perma- 
nent investments — commerce  to  pursue  its  accustom- 
ed channels — prosperity  to  resume  a fixed  and  rea- 
sonable value — and  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  our 
people  to  embark  with  new  and  invigorated  hope,  in 
its  various  employments  and  pursuits. 

Not  the  least  gratifying  reflection  arising  from  these 
cheering  auguries  of  our  condition,  is  derived  from 
the  consciousness  that  they  are  the  results,  not  of  any 
pampering  patronage  of  the  government — not  of  the 
artificial  stimulants  of  legislative  aids  or  interference 
— but  of  a wise  and  vigilant  economy  in  the  people, 
awakened  by  the  disastrous  experience  of  the  past, 
to  improve  the  permanent  and  enduring  sources  of 
their  prosperity.  If  some  of  the  lingering  effects  of 
the  late  derangement  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  our 
country  are  still  painfully  experienced,  in  the  reduc- 
ed value  of  property — diminished  as  it  must  be  from 
the  inflated  standard  of  a depreciated  and  expanded 
currency — or  in  the  difficulty  of  discharging  debts, 
incurred  on  the  flood  tide  of  extravagant  prices,  and 
a redundant  circulation — they  are  to  be  regarded  as 
the  unavoidable  consequences  of  former  errors  and 
delusions,  and  perhaps  the  surest  indications  of  a pro- 
gressive state  of  convalescence  and  improvement. 

Nor  have  we  less  cause  to  exult  in  the  hope,  that 
our  government  may  now  be  regarded  as  having  pass- 
ed in  security,  through  the  most  trying  and  difficult 
exigencies,  that  ever  tried  its  virtue,  or  tested  its  sta- 
bility. 

In  the  events  of  a single  year,  the  sudden  ascen- 
dancy of  a party,  actuated  by  a high-wrought  enthu- 
siasm— impelled  by  the  disasters  of  the  times  to  seek 
relief  in  change,  and  rashly  imputing  them  to  the 
conduct  of  our  rulers — seemed  to  threaten  the  sub- 
version of  the  well  established  principles  of  ’98  and 
’99,  and  of  the  republican  policy  of  the  government, 
as  well  as  the  overthrow  of  the  exponents,  by  whom 
they  were  administered.  But  a few  weeks’  experi- 
ence of  power,  has  as  suddenly  disbanded,  dissipat- 
ed and  resolved  this  magnificent  array  of  party  pow- 
er and  organization  into  its  distinct  and  original  ele- 
ments. The  deliberations  of  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress have  dispelled  the  delusions  of  party  zeal  and 
fervor  Its  impracticable  expedients  and  distracted 
councils  have  I trust,  again  gathered  and  assembled 
the  republican  portion  of  the  nation,  in  the  unity  and 
strength  of  one  fold,  and  one  conviction.  And  if  the 
great  measure  of  “deliverance  and  liberty,”  import- 
ant as  we  still  regard  it  to  the  faithful,  as  well  as 
equitable  administration  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
country,  has  been  repealed,  in  form  and  in  name,  we 
have  still  the  unquestionable  assurance  of  its  final 
success,  in  the  overruling  necessity  resulting  from 
the  signal  failure  of  every  other  substitute  or  device. 

Among  these  abortive  expedients,  none  was  re- 
garded with  more  intense  and  absorbing  solicitude, 
than  the  proposition  to  re-establish  a national  bank. 
On  no  occasion  has  the  exercise  of  the  conservative 
power  vested  in  the  federal  executive,  been  received 
with  warmer  approbation  by  the  people  of  this  state; 
or  been  more  wisely  and  fortunately  interposed,  to 
arrest  the  most  dangerous,  and  most  obnoxious,  of 

all  the  premeditated  violations  of  the  constitution. 

Of  all  the  great  measures  of  national  policy,  produc- 
tive-of  the  bitterest  contention  among  the  great  par- 
ties of  this  union,  and  which  has  always  and  justly 
been  regarded  as  fraught  with  the  most  powerful  in- 


fluences (for  good  or  for  evil),  on  our  political  insti- 
tutions, the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  is  cer- 
tainly the  most  obvious  and  important.  If  such  has 
been  the  experience  of  the  country,  in  the  primitive 
and  purer  ages  of  the  republic,  under  the  regulations 
of  a bank,  arising  out  of  the  embarrassments  of  the 
first  war,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  last — of  compa- 
ratively limited  capital,  and  directed  by  the  wisest 
and  ablest  officers — what  were  we  to  anticipate  from 
an  institution  organized  as  the  instrument  of  a party 
then  in  power — operating  amidst  the  ruins  of  a disor- 
dered currency,  and  the  wreck,  weakness  and  dis- 
may, of  state  and  local  institutions?  The  expiring 
struggles  of  the  late  United  States  bank,  to  perpetu- 
ate its  existence  against  the  fiat  of  the  people,  and 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country,  are  recent 
in  the  recollection  of  all  of  us,  and  form  an  import- 
ant epoch  in  the  history  of  our  government.  Doubt- 
ful as  that  contest  must  be  admitted  to  have  been, 
waged  even  as  it  was  against  an  administration,  per- 
haps the  most  efficient  and  energetic  that  has  ever 
controlled  the  destinies  of  this  nation,  what  were  we 
to  anticipate,  when  our  rulers  themselves  should  have 
become  its  allies,  its  party  or  its  pageants.  In  this 
view,  it  would  have  changed  the  character  of  our  go- 
vernment, become  part  of  our  political  institutions, 
and  consummated  the  greatest  of  all  the  deprecated 
evils  that  could  befall  a country— “the  union  of  purse 
and  sword,  in  the  federal  head” — or  worse,  in  the 
hands  of  a federal  party.  Well  may  such  an  institu- 
tion be  supposed  to  have  had  the  power  to  regulate 
the  currency;  but  it  would  have  been  with  the  iron 
rule  of  despotism — restraining  all  interests,  absorb- 
ing all  capital,  measuring  all  profits,  overpowering 
all  competition,  and  attracting  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  every  other  portion  of  the  union,  to  the  cen- 
tre of  its  operations. 

It  was  an  honest  confession,  of  one  of  the  ablest 
presiding  officers  of  the  late  United  States  bank, 
before  a committee  appointed  by  congress  to  inves- 
tigate its  affairs,  that  it  was  at  any  time  within  its 
power  to  crush  state  and  local  institutions!  What 
an  appalling  fact  for  the  contemplation  of  the  so- 
vereign states  of  the  union!  What  a prophetic  warn- 
ing to  the  institutions  chartered  by  their  authority! — 
The  institutions  of  the  country  to  be  uprooted  and 
erased  at  the  bidding  of  a heartless,  soulless,  cent,  per 
cent,  calculating  corporation!  The  rights  of  the 
states,  and  th,e  liberties  of  the  people,  to  be  subject- 
ed to  the  dominion  of  a sordid  moneyed  autocracy! 
And  yet,  such  is  the  supremacy  over  law,  liberty  and 
the  constitution,  to  which  such  an  institution  would 
inevitably  have  attained.  Encroachments  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  in  other  times  and  nations, 
were  to  be  apprehended  from  the  swords  of  con- 
querors, and  the  usurpations  of  ambitious  rulers;  but 
experience  has  shown  that  in  our  own  age  and  coun- 
try, the  strongest  contests  to  maintain  constitutional, 
and  even  sovereign  rights,  have  been  waged  against 
an  ambitious  money  power,  in  all  its  various  forms, 
of  bank  monopolies,  and  protective  tariffs.  Well, 
therefore,  may  we  congratulate  the  country  on  hav- 
ing escaped  the  ambitious  pretensions  of  an  institu- 
tion which  after  imperiously  dictating  the  humiliat- 
ing duty  to  the  federal  executive,  of  violating  his 
constitutional  obligations,  now  threatens,  through  the 
vengeance  of  a disappointed  party,  the  rash  and  ini- 
quitous retribution,  of  abolishing  the  most  useful  and 
conservative,  of  all  the  prerogatives  of  his  depart- 
ment. 

The  revision  of  the  duties  on  imports,  justly  regarded 
by  the  people  of  this  state  with  a solicitude  propor- 
tioned to  the  burdens  which  the  protective  policy 
has  hitherto  imposed  on  them,  has  been  made,  nei- 
ther in  that  spirit  of  equity,  or  of  compromise,  which 
we  had  just  reason  to  anticipate  from  the  penalties 
and  concessions  of  the  act  of  ’33.  The  history  of  the 
opposition  of  this  state,  to  a tariff  for  protection,  can 
neither  be  obliterated  or  forgotten.  And  the  high 
considerations  which  actuated  her,  in  consenting  to 
compromise  her  interests  for  a term  of  years,  to  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  union,  should  be  a warning, 
as  well  as  an  inducement,  to  respect  her  rights,  as 
weil  as  her  forbearance.  While  the  government  is 
acknowledged  to  be  disembarrassed  of  debt,  and  the 
manufacturing  interest  perhaps  the  least  oppressed 
and  the  most  prosperous  of  any  in  the  union,  the  re- 
newal of  a policy  by  indirect  means,  which  -is  now 
universally  admitted  to  bear  unequally  upon  the  pro- 
ductive industry  of  different  portions  of  the  union,  is 
a most  flagrant  abuse  of  power,  as  well  as  a most 
wanton  violation  of  faith.  The  living  generation, 
who  were  the  witnesses  of  the  struggles  and  pledges 
in  the  late  contest  for  her  constitutional  rights,  have 
not  yet  passed  away — the  monuments  of  the  times 
have  not  yet  perished,  the  very  altars  consecrated  by 
her  vows,  still  stand  before  us — even  her  prepara- 
tions for  defence,  are  still  in  readiness  and  requisi- 
tion— the  age,  its  records,  and  recollections,  have 
scarcely  become  a part  of  history,  before  the  very 


burdens  and  oppressions  which  they  were  intended 
to  resist,  are  renewed  with  a shameful  infidelity, 
which  seeks  neither  pretext  nor  justification.  A 
home  valuation,  cash  duties,  and  an  unreasonable 
and  exorbitant  revenue  of  more  than  thirty  millions, 
it  is  believed  are  a little  less  onerous  in  amount,  or 
unconstitutional  in  effect,  than  the  enormous  forty 
per  cent,  duties  which  the  sovereignty  of  this  state 
was  so  sternly  interposed  to  resist.  And  if,  upon 
the  principle  of  all  protective  duties,  they  are  des- 
tined to  increase  to  an  extent  and  enormity  to  which 
our  experience  of  the  past,  as  well  as  the  tendency 
of  the  times,  most  emphatically  forebodes,  then  it 
will  be  for  you  to  say,  whether  South  Carolina  has 
so  fallen  from  her  high  eminence  of  sovereignty  and 
independence,  as  to  admit  by  a silent  acquiescence 
in  these  wrongs  and  grievances,  that  there  is  no 
“mode,  no  remedy,  no  measure  of  redress.”  If  she 
was  sufficient  then  for  the  emergency,  she  is  doubly 
adequate  and  fortified  now  in  the  union  and  strength 
of  all  her  citizens,  to  meet  aggressions  upon  her  rights, 
come  from  what  source  they  may.  Nor  is  it  less  be- 
coming the  dignity  and  character  of  a free  state,  in 
assuming  a position  of  defence  which  she  is  resolved 
to  maintain,  to  manifest  a due  regard  for  all  the 
means  and  appliances  of  rendering  that  position,  as 
strong  and  impregnable  in  fact,  as  it  is  in  equity,  and 
in  argument.  Disregarding  all  theories,  that  so  often 
confound  the  convictions  of  the  best  and  purest 
minds,  and  resorting  to  the  resources  whice  she  can 
so  amply  command  through  her  organized  govern- 
ment, and  with  which  God  and  the  people  have  en- 
dowed her,  there  can  no  emergency  arise,  in  which 
the  hands  and  the  hearts  of  her  citizens,  would  not 
be  invincibly  united  in  her  defence. 

Another  topic,  of  not  less  importance  in  itself,  or 
of  deep  moment  to  the  citizens  of  this  state,  is  the 
act  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  As 
a source  of  revenue  which  it  is  proposed  to  abstract, 
at  the  very  instant  when  the  federal  treasury  is  said 
to  require  to  be  replenished,  it  would  seem  like  wan- 
tonly seeking  a pretext  to  increase  taxation.  But 
considered  in  any  point  of  view,  it  can  be  regarded  in 
no  other  light  than  that  of  a distribution  of  the  public 
revenue.  In  one  year,  during  a previous  adminis- 
tration, the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
produced  a revenue  of  upwards  of  twenty  millions — 
a maximum  to  which,  in  more  prosperous  times,  it 
would  possibly  again  attain.  Its  average  may  even 
now  be  estimated  at  five  millions,  which,  if  annually 
withdrawn  from  the  treasury,  leaves  that  deficiency 
at  least  to  be  supplied  by  increased  duties  on  im- 
ports. Tiiat  the  government  can  exercise  the  power 
of  taxation  to  raise  revenue  for  distribution,  is  a prin- 
ciple I presume,  which  this  state  is  not  prepared  to 
admit.  Under  the  operation  of  the  various  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  and  the  frequent  reductions  in  the  price 
of  public  lands,  those  very  states  which  were  the 
largest  contributors  to  the  “public  domain”  or  whose 
“blood  and  treasure”  were  most  lavishly  expended 
to  acquire  it,  have  at  the  same  time  been  subjected 
to  the  greatest  sacrifices,  in  the  emigration  of  her 
citizens,  and  in  the  diminished  value  of  their  pro- 
ducts, reduced  by  an  unequal  competition  with  the 
more  abundant  and  teeming  resources  of  those  new 
and  fertile  regions,  which  their  enterpsise  and  in- 
dustry have  been  seduced  and  abstracted  to  cultivate, 
to  the  waste  and  abandonment  of  their  own.  It  was 
enough  to  have  borne  all  this  with  patriotic  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  our  common  country;  but  when  it 
is  proposed  to  divert  that  domain  from  the  sacred 
purposes  for  which  it  was  ceded,  to  afford  a pretext 
for  additional  burdens  of  taxation  on  one  class  of  in- 
dustry, to  give  protection  and  bounty  to  another,  it 
assumes  a character  of  the  highest  injustice,  as  well 
as  the  most  palpable  infraction  of  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. 

But  the  most  dangerous,  as  well  as  the  most  hu- 
miliating effect  of  this  measure,  is  the  condition  of 
dependency,  to  which  it  reduces  the  states  upon  the 
bounty  and  benefaction  of  the  government — existing 
as  they  would,  in  the  relation  of  subsidiaries  upon 
the  profits  of  their  own  estate — receiving  its  charity, 
doled  cut  from  their  own  wealth,  and  subdued  to  a 
state  of  homage,  servility  and  compliance,  by  bribes, 
stolen  and  lavished  from  their  own  treasury.  Is  it 
not  to  be  regarded  as  the  first  step  to  the  assumption 
of  state  debts;  designed  to  consummate  a consolidation 
of  interests,  obliterating  all  distinctions  of  sovereign- 
ty, or  pride  of  independence,  and  tending  to  concen- 
trate empire  and  dominion  over  the  rights  of  the 
states,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people? 

I trust,  however,  that  the  spirit  of  reform,  which 
has  been  so  powerfully  evoked  by  the  errors  of  the 
late  session  of  congress,  and  so  decidedly  manifested 
in  the  results  of  tiie  popular  elections. throughout  the 
union,  will  prevent  the  spoils  and  plunder  of  this 
system,  from  ever  soiling  the  treasury,  or  contami- 
nating the  coffers  of  a single  state  in  the  union.  Let 
us  pause,  at  least  for  a moment,  in  the  hope,  that  the 
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correct  principles  and  high  motives  of  an  unbought, 
unterrified,  and  incorruptible  democracy,  are  operat- 
ing their  sure  and  salutary  influences  on  the  counsels 
and  measures  of  government. 

Among  other  resolutions,  which,  as  the  official  com- 
munication of  a sister  stale , it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government  of  this,  is  one 
proposing  to  alter  the  constitution,  to  limit  the  eligi- 
bility of  the  federal  executive  to  one  term  of  office.  The 
experience  of  this  state  furnishes  no  reasons  for  such 
an  innovation  upon  the  long  established  usage  and 
principles  of  the  government.  I cannot  conceive 
that  it  can  be  productive  of  any  other  effects  than  to 
increase  the  usually  over  wrought  excitement  of  the 
presidential  canvass — to  render  its  recurrence  more 
frequent — to  disconnect  the  relations  of  sympathy 
between  the  executive  and  his  constituents — to  di- 
vest him  of  the  most  powerful  motives  to  regard  the 
will,  or  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  people — and 
to  make  him  the  instrument  of  a party,  to  minister 
to  its  purposes,  and  to  pander  to  its  lust  of  domina- 
tion. 

In  all  the  history  of  our  government,  the  influence 
of  the  executive  power,  to  modify  its  action  on  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  states,  has  been  of  a con- 
servative, rather  than  of  an  aggressive  character. 
More  than  twice  has  it  been  interposed  to  rescue  the 
people  from  the  domination  and  abuses  of  a national 
bank.  It  was  in  defence  of  our  rights  and  our  insti- 
tutions, that  the  determination  of  a late  executive  to 
refuse  his  constitutional  sanction  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  any  of  its  forms,  was  so  fearlessly  avowed; 
and  this  state,  I presume,  can  have  no  interest  or 
motive  to  remove  the  few  salutary  checks  and  em- 
barrassments to  the  so  often  unjust  and  inconsiderate 
legislation  of  a majority  in  congress,  as  to  induce  it  to 
war  against  the  dignity  and  prerogatives  of  a depart- 
ment, the  weakest  and  most  conservative,  perhaps 
in  the  government. 

I also  submit  for  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  a copy  of  the  communication  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  on  the  proceedings  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  that  state,  on  the  subject  of  her  late 
controversy  with  .Veto  York;  and  reports  and  resolu- 
tions from  the  state  of  Alabama,  responding  to  the 
views  and  declarations  so  solemnly  announced  by  this 
state,  on  questions  deeply  involving  the  right  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  security  of  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  south.  Bound  by  every  consideration  of  duty, 
of  interest,  of  honor,  and  of  equity,  to  repel  so  fla- 
grant a disregard  of  the  rights  of  a sister  state,  we 
should  always  be  ready  and  prompt  to  redeem  the 
pledge  of  our  alliance  to  a cause  with  which  our  in- 
terests are  so  intimately  identified.  Relations  of 
amity  cannot  be  preserved  even  between  separate 
nations,  in  which  the  rights  of  property  are  not  re- 
garded as  they  exist,  under  the  respective  laws  of 
each;  much  less  can  sovereign  states  be  permanently 
allied  in  a bond  of  union,  under  the  same  laws,  go- 
vernment, and  constitution,  where  fugitives  from 
the  justice,  plunderers  of  the  property,  and  violators 
of  the  laws,  of  one,  find  refuge  and  impunity  under 
the  sanction  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
other.  No  wrong  is  more  readily  resented  by  na- 
tions— no  injustice  can  more  deeply  stain  the  faith, 
or  more  essentially  impair  the  friendly  and  intimate 
relations  of  confederated  states.  It  would  be  a re- 
proach to  the  character  of  our  institutions,  if  claims 
which  are  recognised  and  reciprocated  by  the  comity 
and  justice  of  all  civilized  nations,  should  be  scorn- 
fully refused  and  contemned  by  states  federated  un- 
der the  same  laws  and  constitution.  If  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  constitution  which  require  one  state  to 
deliver,  on  demand,  fugitives  from  the  justice  of 
another,  are  to  be  disregarded — our  institutions  as- 
sailed— the  plunderers  of  our  property  encouraged 
and  protected — then  must  we  regard  the  perpetrator 
of  these  aggressions,  “no  matter  by  whom  commit- 
ted,” as  a foe  to  our  rights,  and  an  enemy  to  our 
peace.  Whether  the  wrong  in  this  case  has  been 
done  to  Virginia  or  South  Carolinia,  the  principle  is 
the  same,  the  interest  involved  common  to  both,  and 
the  responsibility  of  protecting  them  should  equally 
devolve  on  every  state  in  the  union,  in  which  justice 
exercises  dominion,  or  similar  institutions  exist. 
Persisting  in  such  a course  of  unprovoked  hostility 
to  the  interests  and  institutions  of  the  south,  New 
York  can  only  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  any  other 
aggressing  power — in  peace  friends,  but  enemies  in 
war.  The  adoption,  in  all  such  instances,  of  a simi- 
lar course  of  vigilance  to  that  which  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia has  instituted,  would  perhaps  be  a wise  and  ne- 
cessary precaution,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  si- 
milar aggressions  upon  the  property  and  rights  of  our 
own  citizens  and  institutions.  We  ought,  upon  every 
principle  of  equity  and  of  interest,  to  make  common 
cause  with  any  state  whose  rights  and  institutions  are 
thus  wantonly  Violated  and  assailed. 

The  position  which  it  may  become  this  state  to 
assume,  on  any  of  the  important  questions  presented, 


would  seem  to  suggest  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  cultivating  and  improving  her  means  of  safety  and 
defence.  It  would  be  a mere  mockery  to  vaunt  of 
rights,  liberty,  or  sovereignty,  without  the  spirit,  abi- 
lity, or  resources  to  defend  them.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter at  once  to  endure  threatened  or  impending  ills, 
unaggravated  by  opposition,  than  by  unmeaning  de- 
nunciations, and  imminent  exhibitions  of  resistance, 
to  provoke  and  increase  their  bitterness.  Prohibited, 
by  the  character  of  our  institutions,  and  the  restric- 
tions of  the  constitution,  from  resorting  to  any  other 
means  of  cultivating  our  military  resources  than 
through  that  of  a well  trained  and  organized  militia, 
it  should  be  cherished  to  the  highest  state  of  perfec- 
tion, and  with  a pride  and  assiduity  to  make  it  the 
most  efficient,  as  it  is  the  only  means  of  defending 
the  rights,  the  honor,  and  sovereignty  of  the  state. 
The  improvement  in  which  it  so  rapidly  progressed, 
under  the  influence  of  the  late  brigade  encampments, 
offers  the  highest  encouragement  to  the  continuance 
of  patronage,  as  well  as  the  happiest  illustration  of 
the  beneficial  effects  of  the  mode  in  which  it  has 
hitherto  been  conferred.  Assembled  in  these  normal 
schools  of  drill  and  tuition,  where  a patriotic  emula- 
tion was  excited — where  knowledge  was  imparted 
and  received,  under  the  criticism  of  the  most  im- 
proved and  accomplished  officers — where  such  fa- 
vorable opportunities  were  afforded  for  discriminat- 
ing the  qualifications,  both  of  the  soldier  and  the  ci- 
tizen— and  where  that  martial  pride  and  feeling  was 
acquired,  which  is  the  best,  perhaps  the  only  foun- 
dation of  an  elevated  patriotism,  combining  so  many 
motives,  stimulants,  advantages  and  incentives — it  is 
not  surprising  that  from  its  results  I should  be  ena- 
bled to  give  you  the  gratifying  assurance  that  our 
militia  now  comprises  in  its  organization,  a class  of 
officers  whose  knowledge  and  complishments  would 
do  credit  to  any  age,  or  service,  or  country.  With 
such  inducements  before  us,  it  is  deeply  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  an  experiment  productive  of  so  many  advan- 
tages and  improvements,  without  any  detracting  con- 
sequences whatever,  should  have  been  prematurely 
abandoned. 

Already  are  the  effects  of  that  abandonment  visible 
in  the  waning  enthusiasm  of  the  service,  and  the  re- 
signation of  some  of  our  ablest  officers,  from  a con- 
scientious regret  and  despondency,  for  the  future 
usefulness  and  efficiency  of  their  exertions.  Such 
indications  as  these  should  be  regarded  as  a solemn 
invocation  to  restore  a system  from  which  the  state 
has  derived  such  important  benefits.  Confined  per- 
haps as  those  encampments  should  be,  to  commission- 
ed officers,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  officer 
would  be  so  insensible  to  the  honorable  pride  of  his 
vocation,  or  to  the  confidence  which  the  state  “re- 
poses in  his  courage  and  fidelity.”  as  to  regret  the 
privations  and  inconveniences  of  five  days  camp 
service,  to  learn  the  art  of  defending  his  country  and 
institutions.  With  some  slight  and  salutary  modifi- 
cations of  the  law  by  which  they  were  regulated,  it 
is  confidently  hoped  that  they  may  be  made  the 
schools  of  correct  morals,  as  well  as  of  patriotism 
and  military  discipline.  With  the  alteration  or  ad- 
dition of  such  provisions  as  may  promote  this  desir- 
able object,  the  bill  under  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  at  the  last  session,  in  December,  and 
revised  by  the  adjutant  general,  with  the  accompa- 
nying report,  is  respectfully  referred  to  your  consi- 
deration. 

Amid  all  the  portents  of  the  time — the  peril  that 
every  where  surrounds  our  domestic  institutions — 
the  emergency  that  may  call  upon  us  to  vindicate 
our  rights  and  principles — I cannot  but  again  and 
most  seriously  invoke  your  attention,  to  that  organi- 
zation of  our  military  resources  and  defences,  without 
a due  regard  to  which,  no  state  action  can  be  effi- 
cient, and  the  assertion  of  sovereignty  itself  be  but 
a bye  word  and  a reproach,  without  dignity,  and  with- 
out effect. 

The  contingency  of  a national  war,  (remote  and 
distant  as  I trust  it  is),  cannot  be  overlooked,  among 
the  numerous  other  inducements  to  improve  our  mili- 
tary resources.  The  most  exposed,  perhaps  as  we 
are,  to  its  ravages,  from  the  neglected  condition  of 
our  coast — the  greatest  sufferers,  from  the  burdens 
which  its  expenses  are  destined  to  impose — no  matter 
how  provoked  or  originating,  whether  by  the  ambi- 
tion of  one  power,  or  the  officious  border  aggressions 
of  the  other — there  can  be  I am  sure,  no  selfish  or 
ignoble  considerations,  that  would  ever  restrain  the 
most  generous  contributions  upon  the  part  of  this  stale, 
of  treasure  or  of  arms,  to  save  the  national  honor  from 
tarnish  or  disgrace. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  in  December  last,  the 
duty  was  devolved  on  this  department,  of  propos- 
ing for  the  acceptance  of  the  several  banking  institu- 
tions of  this  state,  an  act  to  amend  their  charters, 
with  a view  to  prevent  the  future  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments.  The  bank  of  the  state,  the  South 
Western  Rail  Road  bank;  the  Union  bank,  and  the  I 


Planters’  and  Mechanics’  bank,  with  a commenda- 
ble desire  to  conform  to  the  wishes  and  objects  of  the 
state;  have,  in  good  faith  and  security,  accepted  its 
provisions. 

In  executing  the  instructions  of  the  legislature,  in 
that  spirit  of  mildness  and  forbearance  in  which  I am 
sure  they  were  conceived,  I deemed  it  proper  to  over- 
look the  delay  of  a few  weeks,  after  the  precise  pe- 
riod fixed  by  law,  for  the  acceptance  of  the  two  lat- 
ter institutions;  apprised  as  I was,  that  it  had  arisen 
from  unavoidable  circumstances,  and  not  from  a wil- 
ful neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  law. 

It  is  due  to  the  high  character  which  these  insti- 
tutions have  hitherto  sustained,  and  I am  sure  sure 
reflects  no  injustice  upon  the  motives  of  the  legisla- 
ture, to  state,  that  the  object  of  this  enactment  was 
was  to  prevent  anticipated  evils,  rather  than  to  punish 
past  or  existing  abuses.  The  federal  government 
having  in  the  exercise  of  a wise  and  sound  policy, 
abandoned  that  control  over  the  currency  which  it 
had  hitherto  usurped,  the  necessity  of  a supervision 
over  the  monetary  affairs  of  this  state,  had  become 
more  obligatory  upon  those,  to  whom  the  people  have 
entrusted  the  power  of  regulating  them. 

In  such  a state  of  things,  it  could  not  be  deemed 
an  unnecessary  or  officious  act  of  caution,  upon  the 
part  of  this  state,  if  she  resorted  to  all  the  ordinary 
and  legitimate  means  of  rendering  her  own  currency 
sound,  safe,  adequate  and  stable.  The  exercise  of 
these  means  she  has  hitherto  delegated,  in  a great 
(and  perhaps  an  imprudent)  extent,  to  her  banking 
institutions,  by  the  extraordinary  privileges  and  im- 
munities with  which  she  has  endowed  them.  If  the 
trust  has  heretofore  been  faithfully  and  ably  execut- 
ed, the  merit  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  virtue  an4  fide- 
lity of  the  agents,  rather  than  to  the  want  of  any 
power  or  opportunity,  to  abuse  it;  or  to  any  provi- 
sions in  the  laws,  to  restrain  or  punish  it.”  Under 
these  circumstances,  this  state  was  perhaps  necessa- 
rily forced  to  entertain  the  question,  whether  she  had 
irrevocably  parted  with  all  power  to  regulate  her 
own  currency,  or  delegated  that  power,  without  re- 
serve, restraint,  control  or  supervision,  on  her  part, 

! for  the  term  of  years  for  which  she  has  chartered 
her  monied  institutions.  If  in  fact  there  does  exist 
I this  imperium  in  imperio,  for  the  exercise  of  so  im- 
] portant  a power,  the  people  of  this  state  might  well 
| ask,  upon  what  constitutional  principle  a sovereign 
■ right,  which  can  only  be  exercised  legitimately  by 
their  own  government,  has  been  delegated  to  agents, 

J politically  irresponsible  to  them.  In  suoh  an  issue, 
j it  is  not  a very  remote  or  fanciful  anticipation,  that 
| if  so  important  a right  were  indeed  improvidently  lost 
in  law,  it  would  but  too  probably,  in  the  absence  of 
any  other  resort,  be  reclaimed  by  revolution. 

The  wisdom  and  propriety  of  retaining  some 
checks  and  guards,  similar  to  those  which  have  been 
proposed,  upon  the  extraordinary  privileges  with 
which  this  state  has  endowed  her  chartered  institu- 
tions, is  I presume  universally  admitted,  in  reference 
to  those  hereafter  to  be  chartered.  It  will  readily, 
however,  occur  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  a pros- 
pective legislation  in  this  respect,  could  remedy  none 
of  the  existing  evils. 

The  banking  capital  of  the  state  is  more  than  equal 
to  its  exigencies  and  requirements,  and  the  most  of 
those  corporations  in  which  it  has  been  vested,  have 
many  years  to  complete  the  term  for  which  they  were 
chartered.  Such  a discrimination  with  regard  to  fu- 
ture and  existing  iustitutions,  would  therefore  be  as 
inefficient  as  it  would  be  invidious. 

If  I have  a just  and  proper  conception  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  proposed  amendment,  it  was  with  these 
views  and  conceptions,  that  the  state  thought  proper 
to  require  these  salutary  concessions  from  her  char- 
tered institutions,  to  her  sovereign  authority  and  su- 
pervision. Deriving  extraordinary  privileges  and 
immunities  from  her  liberality,  she  has  pre-emi- 
nent and  irresistible  claims  upon  their  confidence  and 
gratitude.  Trusted  for  a long  course  of  years,  with 
the  exercise  of  rights  and  powers  and  franchises  so- 
vereign in  their  nature,  and  which  can  appertain  to 
none  of  her  citizens  individually,  she  may  well  urge 
a moral,  as  well  as  political  right,  to  be  trusted  in 
turn,  with  a discretion,  which  she  cannot  exercise 
for  her  own  interest  without  promoting  theirs.  That 
she  has  generously  sustained  them  in  all  past  misfor- 
tunes and  difficulties,  is  the  highest  evidence  of  her 
future  kindness  and  liberality;  and  should  be  the  last 
pretext  invoked,  to  sustain  either  present  or  future 
acts  of  contumacy.  And  while  the  interests  of  her 
citizens  are  so  intimately  connected  with  their  stabi- 
lity and  success,  the  restraining  influence  of  a just 
and  enlightened  popular  feeling,  will  be  ever  ready 
to  interpose,  to  prevent  the  capricious  exercise  of 
legislative  authority. 

To  these  high  considerations,  may  perhaps  be  added 
another,  of  not  less  practical  importance:  that  the 
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salutary  influence  of  state  authority  would  perhaps 
greatly  conduce,  in  times  of  extraordinary  calamity, 
to  prevent  those  controversies  and  dissentions  be- 
tween the  banks  themselves,  which  .were  so  unhap- 
pily exemplified  in  the  history  of  some  of  our  own 
institutions,  during  the  disastrous  events  of  the  late 
suspension.  That  it  has  already  exercised  a saluta- 
ry and  judicious  influence,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  that  under  the  operation  of  its  provisions,  the 
banks  of  this  state  alone,  of  all  the  institutions  south 
of  the  Potomac,  have  in  good  faith  and  reality  met 
engagements  or  demands  for  specie,  without  pretext 
or  evasion. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  necessity 
which  induced  to  the  enactment  of  this  statute,  the 
rejection  of  its  provisions,  by  some  of  these  institu- 
tions has  made  it  a question  of  the  gravest  import, 
from  the  discussion  and  decision  of  which,  this  state 
cannot,  without  a sacrifice  of  her  dignity  and  self-re- 
spect, shrink  or  recede.  In  this  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, I felt  constrained,  by  every  sense  of  duty,  as 
well  as  of  allegiance,  to  exercise  all  the  authority 
with  which  I was  entrusted  by  the  legislature  or  the 
constitution,  to  enforce  the  objects  of  the  law  through 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  state.  With  this  view,  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  engage  the  services  of  several  of 
the  most  efficient  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  as  assistant 
counsel,  to  co-operate  with  the  attorney  general  and 
solicitors.  I regarded  it  as  the  more  necessary  to  do 
so,  as  the  season  of  the  year  at  which  the  court  was 
held  in  Charleston,  as  well  as  the  demands  of  their 
respective  circuits,  would  necessarily  deprive  the 
state  of  the  able  services  of  some,  if  not  of  all  of  the 
solicitors.  I had  no  authority  to  command  their 
presence  and  services  in  Charleston,  and  under  such 
circumstances  of  inconvenience,  as  those  under  which 
they  would  have  been  rendered,  I could  not  presume 
officially  to  request  them.  The  arduous  duties  which 
would  therefore  have  devolved  upon  the  attorney 
general,  could  not  have  been  performed,  even  by  his 
indefatigable  zeal  and  industry,  but  at  the  expense  of 
every  other  duty^  and  engagement.  And  although 
having  every  confidence  in  the  talents  and  attain- 
ments which  have  so  deservedly  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  his  profession,  yet  the  grave  responsibility  of 
advocating  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  digni- 
ty of  the  state,  on  a question  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance, I regarded  as  too  great,  as  too  serious,  (and  it 
was  even  deemed  so  by  his  modest  sense  of  his  own 
merit),  to  be  devolved  on  the  abilities  of  a single  ad- 
vocate. 

From  the  manner  and  ability  with  which  their  duty 
has  been  performed,  I have  derived  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfaction; and  the  people  and  the  state  I trust,  last- 
ing and  essential  benefit,  from  the  arduous  and  able 
efforts  with  which  their  rights  and  interests  have  been 
vindicated  and  discussed. 

In  connection  with  these  remarks,  relative  to  the 
controversy  into  which  this  state  has  been  so  unfor- 
tunately drawn,  by  the  recusancy  of  some  of  her 
banking  institutions,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  you 
to  direct  your  views  to  the  consideration  of  some  per- 
manent and  prospective  mode,  of  regulating  our  cur- 
rency. I assume,  of  course,  that  this  state  can  never 
acquiesce  in  the  existence  of  a national  corporation, 
or  admit  the  necessity  of  subjecting  its  monetary  af- 
fairs to  the  arbitrary  and  exclusive  control  of  such 
an  institution.  _ 

Much  of  the  pressure  and  difficulty  under  which 
our  community  has  labored,  has  arisen  from  the  con- 
straint imposed  upon  the  operations  of  our  banking 
institutions, "by  the  dissentions,  necessarily  incident 
to  an  inequality  of  banking  capital.  There  is  proba- 
bly no  fact  in  the  economy  of  banking  operations 
more  incontrovertible  than  that  the  business  of  a 
moderate  capital,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  is 
usually  productive  of  the  highest  rates  of  profits. — 
And  if,  in  our  experience,  there  exists  any  exception 
to  this  rule,  in  favor  of  the  larger  banking  institu- 
tions, it  is  because  the  late  policy  of  the  state,  in 
creating  so  vast  a disproportion  of  capital  as  now 
exists,  has  substituted  the  dominion  of  the  few,  for 
the  honorable  competition^of  all,  and  thereby  produc- 
ed strife  and  discord,  where  nothing  but  a generous 
emulation  of  profit  and  usefulness,  should  prevail. 

The  greatest  profits  of  the  banking  system  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  derived  from  its  operations  in  ex- 
changes. In  proportion  to  the  exorbitancy  of  the 
rates  produced  by  the  derangement  of  the  currency 
and  the  pressure  and  difficulty  of  the  times;  and  in 
propoi'tion  to  the  advantages  of  the  capital  by  which 
an  institution  may  monopolise  that  branch  of  busi- 
ness, so  may  its  interest  and  tendencies  be  directed 
to  protract,  and  even  to  increase  that  state  of  disor- 
der, from  which  it  acquires  its  greatest  gains.  It 
cannot  therefore  be  a wise  policy  which  supplies  to 
private  corporations,  in  excessive  capital,  the  power, 
motives  and  inducements  to  profit  by  the  embarrass- 
ments, or  to  extort  from  the  necessities  and  inconve- 
niences of  the  people. 


I do  not  mean  by  these  general  propositions,  to  im- 
ply a censure  on  the  conduct,  or  illustrate  the  abuses 
of  any  one  of  our  own  institutions.  The  example  of 
one  of  them,  at  least,  during  the  late  suspension,  so 
far  from  manifesting  such  a policy,  cannot  be  too 
highly  commended  for  its  forbearance  in  the  use  of 
its  advantages,  as  well  as  its  wisdom  and  firmness,  in 
maintaining  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  south.  Still, 
an  undue  and  dangerous  power  over  our  currency,  is 
necessarily  incident  to  the  position  of  financial  auto- 
cracy which  it  occupies.  And  if  that  power  has  not 
been  tyrannically  or  corruptly  used  to  its  injury,  or 
the  detriment  of  the  public,  it  has  been  owing  solely 
to  the  discreet  forbearance  of  those  who  wielded  it, 
and  not  to  any  safeguards  provided  by  the  laws  to  re- 
strain it. 

A reduction  of  the  capitals  of  the  several  banking 
institutions  of  this  state,  (were  their  charters  to  be 
removed),  to  some  common  and  moderate  standard, 
less  than  that  of  our  state  institution,  would  probably 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  future  evils  from  this 
cause.  But  in  the  mean  time,  to  strengthen  the  in- 
fluence of  our  state  bank,  either  by  an  increase  of 
capital  or  of  immunities,  is  perhaps  at  present,  the 
most  efficacious,  and  the  only  means  of  correcting 
existing  ills,  which  legislative  action  cannot  other- 
wise reach,  without  violating  the  charters  which 
sanction  them.  Whether  this  state  should  partici- 
pate in  banking  operations  at  all,  cannot  now  be  re- 
garded as  an  open  or  a practical  question.  But  whe- 
ther she  should  not  use  her  institution,  in  the  langu- 
age of  a distinguished  statesman,  to  “unbank”  the 
abuses  of  the  system,  is  a policy  that  deserves  to  be 
well  considered.  Such  a position  it  is  presumed  the 
bank  of  this  state  would  occupy,  with  a most  dignifi- 
ed, salutary  and  judicious  effect.  Certain  it  is,  in 
my  estimation,  that  so  long  as  the  state  engages  and 
competes  in  banking  operations,  her  institution  should 
at  least  exercise  a controlling  influence  on  her  mone- 
tary affairs;  or  else  present  the  strange  political  ano- 
maly of  the  public  treasury,  (with  which  it  is  prac- 
tically identified),  and  the  people’s  money,  subjected 
to  the  capricious  and  selfish  domination  of  private 
corporations  which,  however  beneficently  exercised 
heretofore,  is  always  liable  to  abuse.  That  its  pre- 
sent resources  are  inadequate  to  this  object,  is  but  too 
apparent  from  the  inconvenience  and  restrictions,  to 
which,  in  all  times  of  great  pressure  and  difficulty,  it 
has  been  subjected. 

Whether  it  may  not  be  expedient,  in  the  event  of 
increasing  its  capital,  to  associate  private  interests, 
which  may  always  exercise  a salutary  vigilance  on 
its  operations;  or,  by  merging,  as  their  charters  ex- 
pire, the  whole  banking  capital  of  the  state  into  one 
system,  proportionately  controlled  by  the  stockhold- 
ers and  representatives  of  the  people,  are  measures 
which  I would  suggest  as  worthy  of  your  considera- 
tion. Such  a system  of  finance,  if  uniformly  adopt- 
ed by  the  states,  regulated  and  modified  by  the  influ- 
ence of  a national  sub-treasury  system,  it  is  believed 
would  furnish  the  best  and  soundest  currency  in  the 
world. 

The  report  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  will  ap- 
prise you  of  the  profits  which  have  accrued  from  the 
transactions  of  this  institution  for  the  past  year;  and 
for  a review  of  the  circumstances  and  embarrass- 
ments pervading  the  community  under  which  they 
have  been  realized,  you  need  not  be  referred  to  a 
monitor  more  faithful  than  your  own  experience.— 
Satisfactory  as  those  profits  are,  considering  the  cha- 
racter of  the  times,  they  have  been  derived  from  ac- 
commodations as  beneficent  in  their  effects,  as  they 
have  been  safely  and  judiciously  administered,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  institution  itself.  Without  resort- 
ing to  any  of  the  usurious  expedients  of  the  times,  its 
resources  have,  I believe,  been  as  faithfully  and  hu- 
manely directed  to  protect  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zen, as  patriotically  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
state. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  state, 
as  you  will  find  presented  in  the  comptroller’s  report, 
you  will  perceive  the  expediency  of  exercising  the 
same  rigid  and  judicious  economy,  in  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  revenue,  which  has  hitherto  prevented 
the  necessity  of  increased  taxation.  Additional  bur- 
thens upon  the  labor  and  property  of  the  people, 
should  not  be  imposed  in  times  of  such  embarrass- 
ment and  distress,  except  for  objects  of  such  primary 
necessity  and  importance,  as  affect  the  permanent 
weal  and  safety  of  the  state,  or  any  of  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  constitutional  liberty.  Improved  as  our  re- 
sources are,  in  comparison  to  the  aspect  presented  at 
the  last  session,  the  treasury  is  still  far  from  having 
obtained  a redundant  and  overflowing  condition.  It 
will  be  found  I trust  however,  adequate  to  meet  all 
such  necessary  exigencies,  as  cannot  be  neglected 
without  consequences  more  ruinous,  than  the  most 
wasteful  and  inconsiderate  extravagance. 

The  condition  of  the  public  ivorks  and  improvements 
effected  at  so  much  cost  to  the  state — some  of  which 


are  still  unfinished,  others  unprofitable,  and  many 
falling  into  decay — will  demand  your  attention,  eith- 
er to  abandon,  repair,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them. 
The  sale  or  lease  of  many  of  them,  under  the  super- 
vision of  commissioners  appointed  in  the  several  com- 
munities in  which  they  are  located,  at  a price  not 
less  than  the  value,  (as  estimated  by  the  comptroller 
or  superintendent),  would  perhaps  be  one  of  the  most 
efficacious  and  satisfactoryT  modes,  of  relieving  the 
state  from  farther  embarrassment  and  expense. 

The  impracticable  condition  of  the  road  through 
Vance’s  swamp,  and  its  great  importance,  as  the  or- 
dinary, and  I believe,  the  only  channel  of  intercourse 
with  Charleston,  to  more  than  three  districts  in  this 
state,  as  well  as  a large  portion  of  North  Carolina, 
makes  it  highly  desirable  that  the  liberal  appropria- 
tions already  made  to  improve  it,  should  not  be  ut- 
terly lost,  by  the  ruinous  incomplete  condition  in 
which  it  now  remains.  More  than  twenty  thousand 
dollars  were  expended  by  the  state,  in  constructing 
the  original  road;  from  which  it  has  derived  neither 
benefit  or  improvement.  Ten  thousand  dollars  was 
afterwards  received  by  a contractor,  for  erecting  the 
skeleton  of  a bridge  which,  having  been  rejected  as 
perishable  and  dangerous,  was  abandoned  and  re- 
moved. Of  the  last  appropriation  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  embank  the  swamp,  the  contractor 
has  received  the  first  instalment,  and  after  accom- 
plishing a very  considerable"  portion  of  the  work,  at 
a ruinous  expense  to  himself,  has  been  compelled  to 
abandon  it,  from  the  exhaustion  of  his  resources,  the 
influence  of  recurring  freshets,  and  an  inability  to 
complete  a contract  so  far  exceeding  the  estimated 
cost  and  labor.  The  balance  of  the  appropriation 
still  remains  in  the  treasury;  and  if  diverted  from 
the  object  first  contemplated  by  the  legislature,  will 
leave  the  state  without  a single  corresponding  bene- 
fit, to  compensate  for  all  the  sacrifices  of  treasure, 
which  have  been  so  ruinously  sustained,  by  both 
state  and  individuals. 

No  portion  of  the  police  or  statistics  of  the  state, 
is  presumed  to  require  more  radical  reform,  than 
our  system  of  road  working.  There  is  no  object  upon 
which  so  much  labor  and  expense  is  so  unprofitably 
bestowed,  or  so  unequally  contributed,  by  the  diffe- 
rent classes  of  society.  Notwithstanding  the  annual 
impositions  upon  the  time,  labor,  and  purses  of  our 
citizens,  the  condition  of  our  roads  is  far  from  ma- 
nifesting a corresponding  degree  of  improvement. 
Nor  is  it  less  obvious,  that  much  the  greater  portion 
of  the  burthen  which  the  present  system  devolves 
upon  the  people,  is  sustained,  almost  exclusively,  by 
the  agricultural  interest.  The  labor  or  profits  of  the 
capitalists,  or  of  the  professions,  (no  matter  how  pro- 
ductive or  enormous),  are  practically  exempt  from 
these  assessments,  which  always  recur,  and  which 
sometimes  fall  with  much  inconvenient  force,  upon 
the  interests  of  the  planter.  Nor  are  the  objections 
arising  from  principle,  less  cogent  than  those  which 
are  so  amply  illustrated,  by  the  experience  of  its  in- 
efficiency and  inequality.  The  sovereign  power  of 
taxing,  even  within  a limited  discretion,  the  property 
and  labor  of  the  people,  as  possessed  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  now  established  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  state,  can  never  be  safely  or  wisely  repos- 
ed in  any  body  of  men,  however  virtuous  or  disceeet, 
not  elected  by  the  people  themselves,  and  wholly  irre- 
sponsible to  any  of  the  penalties  of  the  law,  or  even 
to  the  consequences  of  impeachment,  for  any  of  the 
ordinary  abuses  of  the  trust.  The  powers  entrust- 
ed to  the  board  of  commissioners,  are  not  only  of  a 
ministerial,  but,  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  vest- 
ed, of  a legislative  character,  and  if  they  have  not 
been  hitherto  abused,  to  the  oppression  of  the  citi- 
zen, it  is  because  the  forbearance  and  justice  of  the 
officers,  have  imposed  more  salutary  restraints,  than 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  If  powers  of  the  same 
character  and  extent,  were  conferred  on  a military, 
or  any  other  tribunal,  accompanied  with  the  self- 
perpetuating  prerogative  of  electing  its  own  mem- 
bers, the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  authority  of 
the  government,  would  be  regarded  as  deeply  endan- 
gered or  subverted.  I do  not  know  whether  the  ef- 
fects of  the  present  system  are  most  to  be  deprecat- 
ed, in  the  execrable  condition  of  most  of  our  high 
ways,  or  in  the  capricious,  partial,  and  oppressive 
exercise,  in  numerous  instances,  of  the  most  despo- 
tically and  obnoxiously  administered  power,  in  the 
state.  If,  therefore  the  present  system  must  neces- 
sarily be  continued,  from  a supposed  impracticabili- 
ty of  devising  any  other,  I would  recommend  that 
the  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  several 
boards,  should  devolve  upon  the  people,  at  the  same 
time,  and  under  the  same  restrictions,  as  appertain 
to  the  election  of  their  representatives.  If  it  can- 
not be  inspired  with  a spirit  and  energy  for  useful- 
ness, let  it  at  least  be  shorn  and  divested  of  its  pow- 
er and  tendency  to  evil.  1 cannot  I trust  too  im- 
pressively invite  your  attention  to  a subject  of  so 
much  practical  importance;  and  while  the  improve- 
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ment  of  roads,  as  one  of  the  indespensable  means  of 
advancing  commerce,  lias  justly  been  regarded  in 
all  ages  of  the  world,  as  the  evidence  of  increasing 
prosperity  and  civilization,  the  patriotic  emulation 
which  I am  sure  you  are  always  ready  to  manifest  in 
promoting  the  public  weal,  will  direst  your  most  se- 
dulous exertion  to  the  improvement  of  our  own. 

The  revision  of  our  criminal  law,  in  many  essential 
particulars,  is  required  by  the  dictates  of  policy,  as 
well  as  of  humanity.  The  effects  of  time  and  cir- 
cumstances, have  produced  so  many  modifications  in 
the  character  of  some  crimes,  that  it  is  difficult,  in 
many  instances,  either  to  procure  convictions,  or 
enforce  punishment.  Where  the  penalty  exceeds 
the  sense  of  public  justice,  or  where  the  feelings  of 
commiseration  for  the  culprit  overpower  the  appre- 
hension of  consequences  to  the  safety  or  interests  of 
the  community,  neither  the  wisdom  of  the  judiciary, 
or  the  firmness  of  the  executive,  can  prevent  a law 
from  becoming  as  obsolete  as  it  is  odious.  Of  this 
class  of  cases  may  perhaps  be  enumerated  some  of 
the  lesser  grades  of  forgery,  the  punishment  of 
which,  as  a capital  offence  has  gradually  been  ame- 
liorated, even  by  the  policy  of  those  nations,  from 
whose  commercial  exigencies,  they  were  originated. 
Were  it  even  necessary  to  have  exceeded,  in  this  in- 
stance, the  inflictions  of  the  divine  command,  in  the 
enumerated  offences  to  be  expiated  by  death,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  force  of  that  necessity  has  gradually 
diminished,  under  the  influence  of  time  and  circum- 
stances. 

The  trial  of  slaves  for  capital  offences,  in  the  or- 
dinarily summary  mode  of  process,  and  in  the  midst 
of  all  those  circumstances  of  excitement  in  which 
feelings  of  partiality  or  of  prejudice  are  so  apt  to 
predominate,  must  be  admitted  to  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing those  perversions  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  from  which  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the 
interests  of  property  should  be  protected.  Within 
the  small  circle  of  neighborhood  communities,  so 
easily  swayed  by  passion  or  feeling,  vindictive  mo- 
tives to  the  master,  may  sometimes  conduce  to  the 
punishment  of  the  slave,  while  the  influence  of  a 
popular  favorite,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  success- 
fully exercised  to  extenuate  the  crimes  of  the  cul- 
prit. The  result  of  my  reflection  and  experience 
therefore,  induces  me  to  reiterate  the  recommenda- 
tion of  one  of  my  predecessors,  to  alter  the  mode  of 
trial,  to  a jury  of  twelve  freeholders,  to  be  assem- 
bled at  the  court  house;  and  the  prosecution  in  all 
cases  (and  the  defence  when  practicable)  to  be  con- 
ducted by  counsel.  The  convenience  of  the  parish- 
es, remote  as  some  of  them  are  from  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice, may  readily  be  accommodated  by  special  pro- 
visions. If,  in  making  this  recommendation,  I have 
said  little  more  than  to  repeat  the  suggestions  of 
some  of  my  predecessors,  it  is  perhaps  for  that  very 
reason  entitled  to  your  more  serious  consideration, 
as  the  result  of  the  matured  and  accumulated  expe- 
rience of  this  department,  in  all  its  stages  of  occu- 
pancy and  succession.  The  instances  of  awakened 
regret  and  contrition,  on  the  part  of  many  of  these 
judicial  tribunafs,  invoking  the  interposition  of  exe- 
cutive clemency,  to  modify  or  arrest  their  own  hasty 
and  often  illegal  convictions,  are  of  frequent  and  or- 
dinary occurrence. 

The  present  mode  of  applying  the  free  school  fund  has 
been  productive  of  no  benefit,  to  correspond  with  the 
most  munificent  of  all  the  benefactions  of  our  state 
government,  to  improve  the  moral  condition  of  her 
people.  The  experiment  of  many  years,  not  only 
presents  us  with  the  result  of  a large  portion  of  our 
indigent  citizens,  who  have  grown  up  without  the 
encourgement  or  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  its 
advantages,  but  at  the  same  time  forces  upon  us  the 
conviction,  that  these  opportunities  when  enjoyed, 
have  in  many  instances  been  accompanied  by  a 
standard  of  morals,  as  well  as  of  tuition,  as  vitiated, 
and  perhaps  more  injurious,  than  the  worst  conse- 
quences of  the  most  profound  ignorance.  While 
our  grammer  schools  and  literary  -seminaries  have 
advanced  and  improved  in  proportion  to  the  increas- 
ing intelligence  of  the  age,  and  to  the  higher  require- 
ments of  our  colleges,  the  character  of  our  free 
schools  has  depreciated  in  all  the  essential  requisites 
of  a sound  and  judicious  course  of  education.  Where 
are  their  beneficial  effects  to  be  witnessed,  in  any 
of  their  influences  on  society?  Where  are  the  monu- 
ments of  their  usefulness  to  be  seen,  in  any  new 
illuminations  of  science  or  improvements  in  the  arts? 
What  signal  example  can  be  adduced,  to  illustrate  a 
solitary  instance  of  moral  or  intellectual  reclama- 
tion, for  the  expenditure  of  more  than  thirty-six 
thousand  dollars  annually?  Better  would  it  be  to 
leave  the  mind  entirely  to  nature’s  influences,  and 
heaven’s  inspiration,  than  to  pervert  the  understand- 
ing, and  corrupt  the  heart,  by  a depraved  and  inju- 
dicious course  of  education.  The  result  of  so  many 
years’  experience,  is  enough  to  dissipate  your  hopes, 
in  the  present  mode  of  applying  the  liberality  of  the 


state;  but  not,  I trust,  to  discourage  your  efforts  to 
improve  it.  When  the  state  assumes  to  become  the 
guardian  of  the  education  of  any  portion  of  her  citi- 
zens, the  character  of  that  education  should  be  of  a 
kind  not  inferior  to  the  most  useful  and  improved 
standard  of  tuition.  I am  inclined  to  the  conviction, 
that  if  elevated  to  the  condition  of  the  highest  order 
of  English  grammer  schools — one  to  be  established 
in  each  district,  county,  or  parish — the  course  of  in- 
struction being  chiefly  directed  to  the  acquisition  of 
some  of  those  scientific  attainments  so  necessary  to 
success  in  the  useful  and  mechanic  arts — and  asso- 
ciated with  a system  of  manual  labor,  to  invigorate 
the  body,  as  well  as  to  enlighten  the  understanding — 
they  would  attain  to  a much  more  permanent  and  ex- 
tended sphere  of  usefulness.  But  a very  necessary 
arrangement,  in  my  view,  to  any  radical  reformation 
in  the  system,  would  be  the  appointment  of  a gene- 
ral superintendent,  whose  practical  observation  and 
experience,  would  furnish  many  valuable  suggestions 
for  your  future  action,  as  well  as  introduce  in  the 
meantime,  salutary  improvements,  in  the  present 
mode  of  instruction.  If  the  expense  of  a salary 
should  be  thought  to  constitute  an  objection  to  this 
experiment,  the  amount  necessary  to  compensate 
such  an  officer,  might  be  beneficially  abstracted  from 
the  fund  itself;  and  I have  no  doubt  will  be  found  to 
contribute  to  the  economy,  as  well  as  improve  the 
effects  arising  frem  the  distribution  of  the  balance. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  to  carry 
into  effect  a treaty,  to  extinguish  the  title  of  the  Ca- 
tawba Indians,  to  lands  in  the  districts  of  York  and 
Lancaster,  and  to  purchase  other  territory  for  their 
residence  and  subsistence,  an  agent,  in  whose  intelli- 
gence and  fidelity  the  greatest  confidence  is  reposed 
by  the  proprietors  and  chiefs,  was  appointed  by  this 
department,  with  such  specific  instructions,  as  were 
deemed  best  comporting  with  the  wise  and  benevo- 
lent views  of  the  legislature.  By  the  report  of  the 
agent,  herewith  transmitted,  it  will  be  perceived, 
that  the  objections  urged  by  the  executive  of  North 
Carolina,  to  the  purchase  of  land  in  that  state,  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  gratifying  the  wish  express- 
ed by  some  of  their  chiefs,  to  unite  their  declining 
tribe  with  the  remains  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  now 
resident  there.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  ac- 
quisition of  other  lands,  within  the  limits  of  our 
own  domain,  may  be  advantageously  made  for  them; 
and  the  faith  of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  exigency  of 
this  now  homeless  and  landless  people,  requires  that 
the  necessary  appropriation  should  be  made  during 
the  present  session,  to  comply  with  this  important 
condition  of  the  treaty.  The  proprietors  having  on 
their  part  conformed  to  all  the  stipulations  and  re- 
quirements of  the  law  and  the  treaty,  the  taxes  im  - 
posed by  the  legislature,  having  been  received  into 
the  treasury — and  the  annuities  which  have  hitherto 
constituted  the  ordinary  means  of  subsistence  to  the 
Indians,  being  accordingly  abstracted — the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  obligations  assumed  by  the  state,  is  now 
imperative,  to  relieve  this  improvident  people,  from 
a state  of  utter  destitution,  and  dependence  on  the 
charity  and  benevolence  of  the  community. 

I regret  to  communicate  to  you  the  resignation  of 
the  late  president  of  our  college,  whose  sphere  of 
usefulness,  in  that  high  and'  dignified  station,  has 
been  occupied  with  such  decided  and  distinguished 
benefit  to  the  institution,  and  to  the  state.  Under 
his  wise  and  judicious  control,  its  literary  character 
has  not  only  been  more  than  fully  sustained,  both  in 
the  acquirements  of  the  students,  and  the  ability  of 
the  professors,  but  its  morals  have  at  the  same  tjme 
advanced  to  a state  of  purity  and  improvement, 
which  it  is  believed  has  never  been  surpassed,  in  the 
experience  of  this  or  any  other  seminary.  Deeply 
regretting  the  loss,  as  well  as  the  circumstances 
which  have  deprived  us  of  his  services,  we  may  still 
confidently  hope  that  his  character  and  example  are 
so  indelibly  impressed  upon  the  institution,  and  its 
sucres  ife  generations  of  youth,  that  its  lingering 
influences  will  continue  to  guide  and  actuate  it,  in 
the  same  honorable  course  of  virtue  and  success.  I 
need  not,  I trust,  recommend  to  your  continued  fa- 
vor and  patronage,  an  institution,  whose  enlightened 
contributions  have  extended  to  every  pursuit  and 
avocation — every  art  and  science,  as  cultivated  in 
our  state — and  whose  influences  have  been  diffused 
through  all  the  walks  and  vocations  of  life,  occupy- 
ing every  station  in  society,  pervading  every  profes- 
sion, and  adorning  the  bench,  the  bar,  the  pulpit,  and 
our  legislative  councils.  The  moral  weight  and  in- 
fluence which  South  Carolina  has  so  long  exercised, 
through  the  talents  and  usefulness  of  her  statesmen, 
on  the  affairs  of  this  union,  and  which  this  institution 
has  so  largely  contributed  to  preserve,  is  of  itself  an 
overruling  inducement  to  foster  and  improve  it. 

Encouragements  to  promote  agricultural  improve- 
ments, have  never  received  that  consideration  which 
their  importance  merits,  from  the  representatives 
of  a people  so  entirely  absorbed  in  the  pursuit, 


and  dependent  upon  the  success,  of  that  branch  of 
industry,  as  are  the  citizens  of  this  state.  It  would 
not  be  so  much  a matter  of  surprise  (however  im- 
provident it  might  be  regarded)  if  its  interests  had 
been  so  entirely  neglected  or  overlooked,  by  the  go- 
vernment of  a community  purely  pastoral,  or  com- 
mercial. But  in  South  Carolina,  it  is  admitted  to  be 
the  great,  the  absorbing,  and  almost  the  only  pro- 
ductive interest;  and  our  daily  experience  proves, 
that  it  is  the  constant  aspiration  of  every  other  em- 
ployment, to  vest  its  accumulated  earnings  in  its  pur- 
suit. In  the  economy  of  this  state,  it  is  the  aliment 
of  every  other  business  and  vocation.  Its  produc- 
tions supply  the  traffic  of  the  merchants,  its  require- 
ments give  employment  to  the  professions;  and  its 
patriotism  and  industry  contribute  the  larger  portion 
of  our  revenue.  Our  statute  books  furnish  ample 
evidence  of  a wise  and  provident  regard  to  protect, 
as  well  as  to  promote,  the  interests  of  other  classes 
and  pursuits,  by  the  limited  partnerships,  commercial* 
regulations,  and  corporate  privileges  and  franchises, 
which  they  have  so  liberally  established.  In  the  be- 
nefits of  legislation,  either  partial  or  discriminative, 
to  advance  its  peculiar  interest,  it  does  not  comport 
with  the  independent  character  of  the  agricultural 
community,  to  desire  to  participate.  But  in  the  de- 
velopement  of  the  wealth  of  the  state — in  the  im- 
provement of  objects  common  to  the  enterprise  and 
the  interests  of  all— it  might  reasonably  solicit  and 
expect,  the  aid  and  patronage  of  our  state  govern- 
ment. 

A geological  survey  of  our  mineral  resources,  (which 
chance  and  accident  are  every  day  so  wonderfully 
developing),  a scientific  analysis  of  the  different 
soils  so  important  to  their  profitable  and  judicious 
culture,  may  1 presume  be  considered  among  the 
general  and  legitimate  objects  to  which  legislative 
encouragement  should  be  directed.  The  beneficial 
influence  of  the  productive  corporations  and  other 
new  investments  of  capital  so  usefully  and  success- 
fully operating  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
interior  and  upper  portions  of  the  state,  are  illus- 
trative of  the  policy  of  instituting  scientific  re- 
searches, to  enlighten  and  stimulate  their  labors. 
In  diversifying  the  pursuits  of  industry — in  extract- 
ing, as  well  as  diffusing,  the  permanent  sources  of 
wealth  from  the  valuable  ores  and  products  of  the 
earth — they  have  increased  and  multiplied  the  means 
of  national  prosperity,  added  to  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  society,  distributed  new  employments 
and  infused  life,  energy  and  enterprise,  into  the  ha- 
bits and  character  of  our  people.  A small  annual 
appropriation  to  establish  premiums,  promotive  of 
the  objects  to  which  the  state  agricultural  society 
has  so  patriotically  devoted  its  attention,  would  great- 
ly contribute  to  aid  its  laudable  exertions  to  inspire 
the  emulation,  as  well  as  to  enlighten  the  experience, 
of  our  citizens.  The  beneficial  influence  of  legisla- 
tive patronage,  in  such  instances,  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  successful  example  of  those  states,  by  whose 
experience  it  has  been  tested;  and  while  it  must  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  dignify,  as  well  as  to  encourage, 
the  great  and  important  interest,  upon  the  success 
of  which  the  prosperity  of  this  state  so  mainly  de- 
pends, it  is  at  the  same  time  exempt,  in  my  view, 
from  those  objections  which  may  reasonably  be  urg- 
ed, on  principle,  to  the  practice  of  conferring  pri- 
vileges, protection,  immunities,  or  franchises,  on  par- 
ticular classes  or  associations  of  citizens. 

The  last  but  not  the  least  interesting  topic  to  which 
I would  invite  your  attention,  is  the  dilapidated  and 
ruinotts  condition  of  the  tfate  house,  and  its  appendages; 
the  offices  and  basement  apartments  of  which  are  in 
a most  cheerless  and  uncomfortable  state  of  inconve- 
nience and  decay.  Venerable  for  the  purposes  it 
has  subserved — associated  with  the  most  important 
events,  and  the  proudest  recollections  of  the  past- 
consecrated  by  the  eloquence  and  the  patriotism  of 
which  it  has  often  been  the  scene  and  the  occasion, 
it  is  well  worthy  of  the  pride  and  fostering  care  of 
those,  into  whose  guardianship  it  has  now  descend- 
ed. The  moral  influence  of  a high  state  example, 
exercised  in  the  wise  economy  of  improving,  as  well 
as  protecting  the  property  of  the  people  and  of  the 
state,  and  in  delighting  to  honor  and  embellish  the 
ancient  halls  of  our  ancestors  and  predecessors,  is 
practically  more  effective  to  fix  the  attachment  of 
our  citizens  on  our  institutions,  and  to  stimulate  the 
enterprise  and  emulation  of  the  people  to  improve 
their  individual  comforts  and  resources,  than  all  the 
speculative  inducements,  which  either  philosophy  or 
legislation  can  proffer.  We  should  therefore  regard 
the  mouldering  effects  of  time,  upon  the  venerable 
walls  of  our  capitol,  with  the  same  sedulous  care, 
and  reverential  solicitude,  to  remove  them,  as  we 
would  defend  and  build  up  the  breaches  and  innova- 
tions of  lawless  and  ambitious  encroachments  on  the 
sacred  barriers  that  -surrouud  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  state. 

JOHN  P.  RICHARDSON. 
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Another  Revolutionary  hero  has  departed.  Mr. 
James  Davidson,  a worthy,  industrious  and  highly  es- 
teemed planter  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  Maryland,  al- 
ter four  days  illness  which  he  sustained  like  a soldier, 
closed  his  earthly  campaign  on  Sunday  morning  last,  the 
28th  November,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age.  He  was  born 
on  the  5th  November,  17C0.  At  the  most  disastrous  and 
gloomy  period  of  the  American  revolution,  an  orphan 
lad  of  eighteen  years,  Davidson  determined  to  risk  his 
life  and  devote  all  his  energies  in  defence  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country.  He  joined  General  Washington’s  army 
as  one  of  the  Maryland  line  just  prior  to,  and  was  engag- 
ed in  the  battle  ol  White  Plains.  He  assisted  to  kindle 
the  fires  under  cover  of  which  the  army  under  Wash- 
ington retired  from  Trenton  where  Lord  Howe  was  so 
confident  of  having  the  patriot  band  within  his  grasp, 
and  near  which  place  the  Americans  quickly  after- 
wards so  handsomely  retaliated.  After  this  he  was  with 
a detachment  posted  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  Jersey,  when 
the  party  were  surprised  by  a body  of  Hessians  and  the 
whole  of  them  made  prisoners.  For  eleven  months  and 
nineteen  days  Davidson  underwent  the  privations  and 
sufferings  then  inflicted  upon  “rebel  prisoners,’’ — first  in 
the  brick  church,  and  afterwards  in  the  old  sugar  house 
in  New  York,  then  used  by  the  enemy  as  prisons.  The 
latter  part  of  his  confinement  was  exceedingly  rigorous, 
owing  to  his  having  been  discovered  in  undermining  the 
walls  of  their  prison.  Just  as  the  party  had  completed 
their  laborious  undertaking  and  every  thing  was  prepared 
for  an  attempt  to  escape,  a traitor  betrayed  them  to  the 
guard.  A body  of  Hessians  were  instantly  sent  for,  to 
take  them  in  charge.  When  they  arrived  they  found  the 
traitor  already  hung,  whether  by  his  betrayed  comrades 
or  like  Judas  Iscariot,  by  his  own  hands,  the  king’s  offi- 
cers never  succeeded  in  ascertaining. 

Finally  Davidson  was  exchanged,  and  soon  after  again 
joined  the  American  army  and  was  engaged  in  the  me- 
morable battle  of  Monmouth,  one  of  the  severesj  battles 
fought  during  the  war.  In  two  instances  that  day  Small- 
wood led  the  Maryland  line  to  the  charge,  and  in  each 
instance  Davidson  owed  the  preservation  of  his  life  to 
a brave  comrade  on  his  right,  whose  superior  dexterity 
with  the  bayonet  parried  thrusts  that  would  have  been 
fatal  to  him — in  die  second  charge  three  of  the  enemy 
were  laid  dead  at  their  feet.  From  that  to  the  close  of 
the  war  he  partook  of  its  fortunes  and  privations.  At  the 
seige  of  Yorktown  he  received  a wound  from  the  frag- 
ment of  a bomb  shell  which  exploded  near  him,— but  he 
was  soon  on  duty  again,  and  when  a corps  of  chosen 
men  was  called  for  to  carry  one  of  the  enemy’s  redoubts, 
Davidson  was  amongst  the  first  named  for  the  duty.  It 
was  after  performing  that  service  that  his  beloved  com- 
mander-in-chief placed  his  hand  upon  Davidson’s  should- 
er and  pronounced,  “well  done  my  brave  soldier.”  How 
the  fire  would  kindle  and  the  tear  glisten  in  the  old  sol- 
dier’s eye  on  recurring  to  the  incident;  “not  to  myself 
alone  butto  every  man  engaged  in  the  affair  did  our  brave 
chief  use  such  encouraging  expressions.  It  was  the  se- 
cond time  he  had  so  complimented  me.” 

On  the  arrival  of  Laf.iyete  at  Annapolis  in  1825,  Da- 
vidson was  one  of  the  warmest  hearts  that  greeted  the 
national  guest.  Clasping  the  hand  of  an  old  comman- 
der— words  were  superfluous — it  was  a moment  for  the 
eloquence  of  nature. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Davidson  received  an  honorable 
discharge  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  within  a few  miles 
of  which,  and  near  to  the  place  of  his  birth  he  devoted 
himself  for  the  residue  of  a long  life,  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. The  fond  partner  of  all  his  joys  and  cares,  pre- 
ceded him  but  a short  time  since  to  the  tomb.  Would 
that  we  had  more  of  such  American  farmers,  fathers 
and  mothers,  how  much  more  independent  and  happy 
would  our  country  be.  As  the  parent  of  a numerous, 
industrious  and  respectable  family,  as  a kind  and  indul- 
gent master,  as  a warm  hearted  friend,  a truly  generous 
neighbor,  at  whose  hospitable  board  and  under  whose 
sheltering  roof  there  were  no  distinctions  but  those  which 
a man  and  a republican  recognise;  the  smile  as  cordially 
welcomed  the  poor  man  as  the  richest— as  an  ardent  de- 
fender of  right,  and  fearless  denouncer  of  wrong, 
wherever  he  could  distinguish  either — in  short  as  an 
honest  man  and  good  citizen,  he  was  known  and  appre- 
ciated. The  example  of  his  stern  and  inflexible  virtue 
united  with  his  kind  and  benevolent  feelings,  is  his 
richest  legacy  to  those  he  has  left  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  patient  toil.  May  all  profit  by  his  lesson  of  devotion 
to  the  happiness  of  those  within  the  circle  of  his  useful 
though  unassuming  influence 

The  abolition  ticket  in  New  Yotk,  as  will  be  seen 
on  page  212,  obtained  at  the  recent  eleciton  in  that  state 
5,828  votes.  It  is  said  that  they  hold  the  balance  of 
power  between  the  great  political  parlies  in  eight  of  the 
counties,  which  elect  21  members  to  the  legislature. 

The  Amistad  Africans.  Thirty-five,  all  that  survive 
of  the  Mendis  brought  to  our  shore  in  the  Amistad,  sailed 
from  N.  York  on  the  25th  ult.  for  their  native  country,  via 
Sierra  Leone,  accompanied  by  rev.  Messrs.  Steele  and 
Raymond  and  Mrs.  Raymond,  missionaries  to  Africa, 
and  Mr.  Wilson  and  wile,  teachers. 

Abduction.  The  United  States  Gazette  says  Mr. 
Dolly,  the  first  mate,  and  a colored  man,  the  cook  of 
the  brig  Baptiste  Mezick,  were  arrested  on  a charge  of 
having  in  one  of  the  recent  voyages  from  New  Orleans, 
abducted  a slave.  It  appears  that  in  concert  with  the 
mate  he  smuggled  the  slave  aboard  at  New  Orleans,  kept 
him  concealed  during  the  passage,  and  on  arriving  in 


Delaware  hay,  aided  his  escape.  The  requisition  of  the 
governor  of  Louisiana  having  reached  this  city,  the  ac- 
cused were  placed  on  board  the  ship  Hopewell,  for  New 
Orleans,  to  be  taken  to  that  city  for  triai.  U.  S ■ Gaz. 

Banks.  The  New  Orleans  banks  have  made  a very 
rapid  reduction  of  their  circulation. 

Circulation-  Specie. 

January  30,  1841,  88, 254, 171  83  406,094 

October  30,  1841,  6,084,795  3,013,757 


Reduction,  $2,169,376  $392,274 

The  deposites  in  the  same  lime  have  been  reduced 
$1,778,411.  They  propose  to  resume  specie  payments 
on  the  1st  November,  1842. 

By  the  returns  of  the  Tennessee  banks,  lately  made  to 
the  legislature,  the  circulation  amounts  to  $1  923,495,  and 
the  specie  in  their  vaults  to  $615,675  21,  being  about 
three  dollars  in  circulation,  to  one  in  specie. 

The  Albany  Evening  Journal  says  that  although  seve- 
ral of  the  safety  fund  banks  of  the  state  are  struggling 
with  the  liabilities  incurred  years  ago,  “all  and  each  of 
these  banks  are  in  a better  condition  than  they  were  a 
year  ago.  They  are,  by  prudence  and  economy,  work- 
ing out  of  their  difficulties;  and  they  would  extricate 
themselves  if  they  could  be  exempted  from  the  assaults 
of  party.” 

Centenary  of  Lutherism.  This  year  being  the  cen- 
tenary of  Lutherism  in  the  United  States,  it  will  be  ge- 
nerally observed  throughout  the  church. 

Chinese  collection.  Nathan  Dunn,  witli  the  Chi- 
nese collection,  was  to  sail  from  New  York  on  the  24th 
ult.  in  the  packet  ship  Hendrick  Hudson,  Captain  Mor- 
gan, for  London.  He  goes  to  London  to  exhibit  his  col- 
lection, under  the  patronage  of  the  crown,  and  with  an 
order  from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  pass  duty  free. 
It  will  be  exhibited  at  Hyde  Park  corner,  London,  when 
the  buildings  now  putting  up,  arc  ready  for  its  reception. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  its  magnitude  when  it  is 
known  that  the  bulk  of  the  establishment  is  lour  hundred 
tons. 

Colonization.  The  ?>Iaryland  Colonization  Journal 
says:  “The  sailing  of  the  vessel  fur  Cape  Palmas  has 
been  postponed  from  the  1st  to  the  lOtli  Dec.  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prospect  of  obtaining  more  emigrants 
from  Charles  and  St.  Mary’s  counties.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  establishment  of  the  Catholic  mission  at  Cape  Pal- 
mas will  induce  many  of  that  persuasion  who  have  here- 
tofore desired  to  go  but  for  leaving  their  church,  will  now 
be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  present  opportu- 
nity.” 

Death  of  Governor  Buchanan.  The  Gloucester, 
Massachusestts  Telegraph  says — “We  learn  by  a letter 
that  his  excellency  Thomas  Buchanan  governor  of  Li- 
beria, died  at  Bassa,  September  3d,  very  much  lament- 
ed.’’ 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says — “Mr.  Buchanan,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  multifarious  and  responsible  duties 
as  governor  of  Liberia,  showed  himself  admirably  quali- 
fied for  the  station,  and  exhibited  many  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  true  greatness.  An  officer  of  the  United 
States  navy,  who  dined  with  him  on  a certain  occasion, 
at  Monrovia,  in  company  with  several  other  highly  re- 
spectable Europeans  and  Americans,  including  some 
British  officers,  remarked  that  he  never  was  more  sen- 
sible of  being  in  the  presence  of  a superior;  and  speaking 
of  the  guests  en  masse,  he  said  Governor  Buchanan  was 
head  and  shoulders  above  them  all.  On  several  occa- 
sions the  deceased  had  opportunity  to  show  his  fearless- 
ness of  danger  when  in  the  course  of  duty,  and  he  in- 
fused much  of  the  same  spirit  info  the  minds  of  the  co- 
lonists. Under  his  administration  the  colony  has  made 
great  progress  in  every  desirable  respect.  A gentleman 
who  knew  him  well,  remarked  that  he  would  have  done 
honor  to  the  chiei  magistracy  of  any  of  our  states.  He 
has  died  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  useful- 
ness; yet  few  men  have  accomplished  more  than  he,  for 
the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  especially  of  Africa  and  her 
descendants.  His  name  will  be  enrolled  with  that  of 
Ashmun  and  otoers,  in  the  glorious  cause  of  African 
colonization  and  civilization. 

Ess  market.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  over  half 
a million  of  eggs  are  consumed  every  month  in  New 
York.  They  are  brought  down  the  Erie  canal  in  bar- 
rels, and  New  Jersey,  and  even  Pennsylvania,  supplies 
the  gothamites  with  this  essential  article  of  domestic 
utility.  One  woman  in  Fulton  market  recently  sold 
175,000  eggs  in  ten  weeks — supplying  the  Astor  house 
with  1,000  each  day,  but  2,500  on  Saturday. 

[Philadelphia  American. 

Gold  in  a solid  state  absorbed  by  copper.  The 
process  of  melting  gold  and  copper  together,  has  been  so 
common  an  occurrence  with  goldsmiths  ever  since  the 
days  of  Tubal  Cain — that  it  would  indeed  Lie  wonderful 
that  a fact  like  the  following,  if  it  could  occur,  should 
have  escaped  detection  until  ibis  day.  Gold  has  been 
“tried  in  the  fire”  of  alchemists  in  most  of  its  ramifica- 
tions. We  insert  the  article  however  for  what  it  is  worth, 
as  we  find  itin  the  public  papers: 

“A  workman  was  gilding  a copper  sword  scabbard, 
and  had  placed  ten  dollars  worth  of  gold  upon  it,  and 
was  engaged  in  heating  it.  Suddenly,  long  before  the 
j copper  had  arrived  at  the  melting  conduct,  the  gold  had 
| disappeared.  This  excited  some  curiosity,  and  caused 
; numerous  experiments  to  be  tried,  all  of  which  ended  in 
establishing  anew  fact  in  science— the  absorbtion  of  gold 
' by  copper  in  a solid  state.” 


Mrs.  Madison.  The  numerous  friends  of  this  respect- 
ed lady  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  she  has  arrived  at  her 
residence,  in  this  cily,  from  her  seat  in  Virginia,  intend- 
ing to  pass  the  winter  here.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  learn 
that  she  is  in  excellent  health,  which  we  trust  sbe  will 
long  live  to  enjoy.  [Not.  Int. 

Mississippi  Bonds.  The  Vicksburg  Sentinel  (V.  B.) 
thus  nolices  the  recent  decision  ,of  that  state  with  regard 
to  state  bonds: 

“The  people  of  Mississippi  have  repudiated  the  illegal 
bonds  now  held  in  ihe  name  of  the  state,  by  a band  of 
stock  gamblers  in  Europe,  fraudulently  obtained  through 
the  agency  of  Nicholas  Biddle.  This  is  only  the  com- 
mencement of  that  mighty  political,  moral  and  social 
revolution  commenced  in  this  state,  and  which  is  destin- 
ed, before  many  years,  to  sweep  over  Florida,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Micliigan,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Louisiana.  Two  years  ago  last  September  we  an- 
nounced the  principle  of  repudiation,  and  now  the  peo- 
ple of  a sovereign  state  have  decided  the  question.  We 
hope  that  engine  of  popular  oppression — borrowing  on 
the  faith  of  the  state — is  at  an  end.” 

Photographic  plates.  At  a sitting  of  the  “French 
academy  ot  science,’’  on  the  18th  ot  October  last,  a 
communication 'was  read  from  M Gatidin,  descriptive 
of  his  method  of  preparing  photographic  plates  of  metal 
with  the  bromure  of  iodine,  instead  of  the  chlorure  of 
iodine.  This  made  the  photographic  surface  so  exceed- 
ingly sensitive  that  perfect  impressions  could  be  taken, 
not  instantaneously,  but  in  a quarter  of  a second!  lie 
had  thus  succeeded  in  taking  impressions  of  objects 
while  in  rapid  motion;  and,  among  others,  had  produc- 
ed a beautiful  plate  of  the  Pont  Neuf,  from  M.  Lore- 
bour’s  balcony,  witli  all  the  people,  horses,  and  vehicles 
while  in  motion.  He  had  also  taken  portraits  in  this 
way,  in  which  all  the  expressions  oi  the  lips  and  eyes, 
while  the  persons  were  speaking  or  smiling,  was  per- 
fectly given.  It  was  mentioned  that  the  bromure  of 
iouine  required  great  precautions  in  its  preparation,  bro- 
mitun  being  the  most  violent  caustic  known;  and  a sin- 
gle drop  of  it,  failing  or  splashing  on  the  eye  of  the  pre- 
parer, causing  blindness.  One  of  the  persons 'employ- 
ed by  M.  Gaudin  to  prepare  his  plates  had  lost  the  sight 
of  one  eye  by  an  accident  of  this  kind  not  manv  days 
before. 

Starvation.  The  English  papers  state  that  the  bills 
of  mortality  in  London  have  been  greatly  increased  this 
year  by  the  absolute  destitution  of  an  immense  number 
ot  families.  Of  25,000  journeymen  tailors,  in  that  city, 
17,000  are  entirely  out  of  employment.  The  situation 
of  journeymen  printers,  shoemakers  and  others,  is  equal- 
ly deplorable. 

Steamers.  The  New  York  Courier  des  Etals  Unis 
says  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  government  of 
France  lias  taken  up  in  earnest  tiie  project  of  establishing 
in  a Jme  of  steamships  between  the  principal  maritime 
cities  of  that  kingdom  and  of  the  United  States.  M. 
D’Aubigny,  captain  in  the  French  navy,  recently  arriv- 
ed at  New  York,  lias  been  sent  hither  by  the  minister  of 
marine  for  the  special  purpose  of  investigating  ihe  actual 
conditional  steam  navigation  in  the  United  States,  and 
ot  studying  the  improvements  that  have  been  made. 
The  visit  oi  Ihe  Prince  dc  Joinville  itself  has  not  been 
without  reference  to  this  object,  as  we  judge  from  a pa- 
ragragh  in  the  Journal  des  Debats.  Four  steamers  are 
already  in  progress  for  the  purpose,  of  l,20u  tons,  and 
engines  of  60U  horse  power  to  be  put  on  the  war  model, 
but  to  be  used  for  transportation  in  peace,  commanded 
by  officers  of  ihe  navy.  They  are  expected  to  be  in 
readiness  by  the  close  of  1842. 

Venice  is  the  name  of  a new  town  laid  of! on  the  Illi- 
nois shore  at  the  landing  of  the  Upper  steam  ierrv  boat 
company  of  St.  Louis.  The  boats  land,  (on  the’  Mis- 
souri shore),  within  the  city  limits. 

Washington.  The  s'attic  of  Washington  (by  the 
American  sculptor  Grecnough)  says  (lie  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  tiie  2d  inst.  was  yesterday  raised  to  its  lofty 
pedestal  in  the  centre  of  the  great  totundoof  the  Capi- 
tol, and  is  now  uncovered  to  public  view.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  was  present,  with  alarge  num- 
ber of  citizens,  during  the  elevation  of  the  statue.  The 
operation  was  directed  by  the  same  energetic  citizens 
who  were  employed  to  remove  it  front  the  navy  yard; 
and  it  is  no  little  praise  to  the  skill  and  care  of  all  con- 
cerned in  the  work,  that  it  has  been  completed  without 
accident,  and  without  the  slightest  injury  to  the  statue. 
Pretending  not  to  be  judges  of  such  things,  wo  would 
venture  with  great  diffidence  any  opinion  on  this  colos- 
sal work  of  art;  but  we  must  say  that  the  first  view  of 
it  has  impressed  us  with  deep  admiration.  The  attitude 
is  dignified;  the  resemblance  of  the  head  and  lea  lures 
to  tiie  best  portraits  of  the  hero,  striking,  and  marked  by 
the  grandeur  and  repose  which  distinguished  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  great  original.  As  a whole,  the  work 
strikes  us  as  worthy  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  magnifi- 
cent hall  in  which  it  is  placed,  and  which  for  the  statue 
is  itself  so  noble  a receptacle. 

Tiie  Winnebago  Indians.  A correspondent  of  the 
Galei  a Gazette,  at  Prairie  dtt  Chiei),  under  date  of  No- 
vember 4,  writes  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
treat  with  the  Winnebagoee,  to  induce  them  logo  further 
north,  will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  their  object.  Some 
of  the  chiefs  will  not  meet  them.  Those  who  have  had 
a talk,  say  in  plain  terms  they  will  hear  no  further  pro- 
positions,- us  they  do  not  want  to  move  again. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  steamer  Acadia  left  Liverpool  on  the  19th  ult. 
and  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  7th  inst. 

The  Columbia  steamer  had  arrived  out,  making 
her  run  from  Halifax  in  ten  days  and  a half. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Birth  of  a prince  of  wales  and  duke  of  corn- 
wall.  All  England  was  leaping  with  joy  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  November.  The  Park  and  Tower  ! 
guns  announced  the  joyous  evcr.t,  and  gratulations  j 
rung  through  the  realm. 

Immediately  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  says  the  \ 
Court  Chronicler,  “the  sex  of  the  royal  infant  was 
announced  by  sir  James  Clark  to  the  anxious  group  1 
of  distinguished  personages  assembled  in  the  royal 
chamber,  and  subsequently  to  those  collected  in  the 
ante-room,  exciting  in  every  bosom  unspeakable 
emotion  of  joy  and  gratitude.  Prince  Albert  receiv-  j 
ed  the  congratulations  appropriate  to  the  occasion  1 
with  graceful  ability.” 

The  privy  council  being  assembled  as  soon  as  pos-  | 
sible  at  the  council  chamber,  Whitehall,  it  was  or-  | 
dered,  that  a form  of  thanksgiving  for  the  queen’s  safe  i 
delivery  of  a prince  be  prepared  by  his  grace  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  be  used  in  all  churches  ' 
and  chapels  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  on  Sunday,  the  14th 
of  November,  or  the  Sunday  after  the  respective  mi- 
nisters shall  receive  the  same. 

It  is  worthy  of  historical  record,  that  this  is  the 
only  queen  regent  who  has  given  birth  to  a male  heir 
apparent  to  the  British  throne. 

Bulletins  were  issued  daily  until  the  18th,  on  which 
day  it  was  announced  the  queen  was  convalescent. — 
The  infant  prince  is  as  well  as  possible.  Her  ma- 
jesty’s  recovery  is  so  far  advanced  that  no  more  bul- 
letins will  be  issued. 

The  queen  Dowager,  was  dangerously  ill  at  her 
residence  in  Sudbury  hall.  The  last  bulletin  dated 
lfth  inst.  was  considered  unfavorable. 

Another  attempt  had  been  made  by  a crazy  man, 
to  break  into  Buckingham  palace,  insisting  that  the 
queen  had  cut  off  his  brother’s  head,  and  he  meant  to 

have  hers. 

Sir  Chas.  Bagot,  the  new  governor  of  Canada,  left 
London  on  12th  November,  to  embark  in  H.  M.  ship 
Illustrious,  for  Quebec,  we  suppose,  via  Halifax. 

Trade.  The  accounts  from  the  manufacturing 
districts  continue  to  be  of  a very  gloomy  nature,  nor 

lLvcd6  at  present  any  prospect  of  their  besjg  re- 

[J  or  corn,  cotton,  stock  and  specie  items  see  tke 
Chronicle  page].  \ 
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IRELAND.  i the  rest.  M.  Dupotet,  the  editor  of  the  Journal  du 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin.  The  London  cor-  Peuple,  is  the  exception  above  referred  to.  Nearly 
respondent  of  the  Boston  Morning  Post  furnishes  the  all  the  conspirators  appear  to  be  persons  of  the  lowest 
following:  j intelligence  and  influence,  the  readers  of  a villainous 

At  a recentAepeal  meeting,  in  acknowledging  the  publication  called  the  “Humanitaire.”  Considere, 
receipt  of  a letter  from  Judge  Doran  from  America,  who  was  tried  and  acquitted  in  the  affair  of  Darmes, 
O’Connell.said  that  one  of  the  first  letters  he  would  is  one  of  the  number.  He  keeps  a wine  shop  at  Mont- 


despatch  from  the  mayoralty  house  would  be  one  in 
reply  to  Judge  Doran’s.  The  generous  sympathy 
of  their  friends  in  America,  O’Connell  said  over- 
powered him,  and  he  wanted  language  to  express 
his  gratitude:  they  had  received  by  the  last  post  no 
less  a sum  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and 
it  was  not  therefore  surprising,  that  grateful  thank- 
fulness to  America  for  her  munificent  contributions 
should  be  the  prevailing  sentiment  throughout  Ire- 
land. O’Connell  thus  referred  to  the  article  in 
the  Times  respecting  the  plan  to  split  the  American 
union,  attributed  to  Capt.  Marryatt: 

“He  had  read,”  he  said,  “with  the  deepest  horror 
and  disguit,  a paragraph  in  the  Times,  in  which  the 
writer  had  the  audacity  to  threaten  the  great  Ameri- 
can nation.  He  had  the  unpardonable  impudence 
ana  audacity  to  strive  to  bully  and  terrify  a people 
amounting  in  number  to  seventeen  millions!  What 
was  this  writer’s  object? — evidently  to  foment  a war 
j between  the  two  countries.  (Hear,  hear).  It  was 
a most  traitorous  document — injurious  to  the  coun- 
try menacing  blood  and  war — dangerous  to  the 
throne,  and  inimical  to  national  liberty  throughout 
the  world.  (Hear,  hear).  Was  the  man  insane 
enough  to  fancy  that  his  paper  thunder  could  terrify 
the  noble  American  people?  He  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  frighten  soldiers  with  a popgun,  or  beat 
back  a regiment  of  grenadiers  with  the  squeaking  of 
a child’s  penny  trumphet.  (Laughter  and  cheers). 
There  was  a pride  about  republicanism— for  the  re- 
publican had  no  master — which  was  apt  to  be  exag- 
gerated, and  to  lean  to  irritation  and  excitement. 
This  the  Times  knew  well,  and  intended  nothing  but 
mischief  in  supporting  the  tories  by  articles  like  that 
to  which  he  referred.” 

Mr.  O’Connell  continued — 

“Such  articles  would  never  meet  with  sympathy 
from  Irishmen.  (Cheers).  Irishmen  would  never 
enter  into  an  insulting  crusade  against  the  Ameri- 
cans. They  would  continue  to  obey  the  law  and 
support  the  throne,  but,  at  the  same  time,  and  above 
all,  they  would  hold  a firm  attitude  of  defiance  to- 
wards that  miscreant  faction,  the  tories,  and  their 
lying  villanous  and  insulting  organ,  and  show  that 
the  harmony  between  Britain  and  America  could  not 
he  disturbed.  Was  it  not  enough,  asked  Mr.  O’Con- 
nell, that,  the  tories  had  a preponderating  influence 
in  both  houses,  and  controlled  the  queen — a pow- 
er obtained  by  depriving  the  operatives  of  cheap 
bread;  by  giving  the  aristocrat  two  slices  of  (he 
loaf  without  reserving  a morsel  for  the  poor  man? 
Was  England  insane?  Was  her  destruction  com- 
ing on,  and  was  that  insanity  indicative  of  her  ap- 
proaching dissolution?  He  hoped  sincerely  that  the 
omen  might  be  false,  but  he  recollected  the  Roman 
proverb — 

“ ‘Quern  Deusvult  perdere  prius  demenlat.'  ” 
FRANCE. 

The  Paris  papers  are  occupied  almost  exclusively 
with  the  affairs  of  Spain.  The  Siecle  and  Com- 
merce announce  positively  that  two  French  armies 
of  15,000  men  are  to  assemble  at  Bayonne  and  Per- 
pignan, with  a reserve  of  14,000  at  Toulouse.  It 
would  appear  from  the  letter  of  our  correspondent 
that,  although  there  has  been  no  official  announce- 
ment to  this  effect,  the  absence  of  all  contradiction 
of  the  statement  in  the  official  journals  would  lead 
to  the  inference  that  something  of  the  kind  is  in- 
tended. The  army  at  Toulouse  is  to  answer  the 
double  purpose  of  a reserve  for  a Spanish  interven- 
tion, and  an  armed  police  to  maintain  peace  in  the 
city  in  which  it  is  stationed. 

The  taris  papers  contain  a most  gratifying  ac- 
count of  the  reception  of  the  British  ambassador, 
Lord  Cowley,  at  the  court  of  the  Tuilleries 

The  reading  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
chamber  of  peers  on  the  attempt  to  assassinate  the 
sons  of  the  king  has  commenced.  Thirty-five  per- 
sons are  implicated  in  the  conspiracy;  but  it  is  not 
expected  that  more  than  eight  or  ten  will  be  brought 
to  trial.  They  are  all,  witli  a single  exception,  of 
the  working  classes.  In  the  trades  to  which  they 
belong,  the  cabinet  makers  appear  to  out-number  all 


martre,  which  is  much  frequented  by  the  Humanita- 
rians and  the  Communists, 
j SPAIN. 

The  news  from  Spain  is  of  little  interest.  Four 
of  the  officers  capitally  convicted  of  participation  in 
the  attack  on  the  palace  of  the  7th  ultimo,  have  been 
placed  in  prison  preparatory  to  being  shot.  The 
news  from  Andalusia  is  satisfactory;  the  whole  of 
that  province  remained  tranquil.  It  was  doubted  if 
Espartero,  who  was  on  his  way  from  Perpignan  to 
Saragossa,  would  go  to  Barcelona. 

TURKEY. 

The  Levant  mail,  which  has  arrived,  brings  us 
very  little  news  of  interest,  if  we  except  the  fact 
communicated  in  letters  from  Constantinople,  that 
Mehemet  Ali  had  sent  to  the  Sultan  an  additional 
sum  of  5,000,000  piasters  on  account  of  the  tribute. 
The  old  pacha  seems  particularly  anxious  just  now 
to  be  upon  the  best  possible  terms  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte;  for  he  is  endeavoring,  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  to  court  the  smiles,  and  to  win  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Sultan. 

CHINA. 

The  arrival  of  the  Ann  McKim  at  New  York 
brought  Canton  dates  to  29th  July.  Overland  des- 
patches reached  England  and  were  brought  out  by  the 
Acadia,  as  late  as  the  24th  August,  just  106  days. 
Nothing  material  appears  to  have  transpired  since 
our  former  dates. 

The  London  Standard  thus  epitomizes  the  news  by 
the  overland  mail: 

The  steamer  (the  Atalanta)  which  conveyed  the 
mail  from  China  to  Bombay  was  also  the  bearer  of 
the  late  plenipotentiary,  capt.  Elliot,  and  commo- 
dore Sir  J.  J.  Gordon  Bremer,  who  pursued  their 
journey  to  England  overland. 

Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  the  new  plenipotentiary,  and 
Rear  Admiral  Parker,  the  new  naval  commander-in- 
chief, arrived  at  Macao  on  the  9th  of  August,  and 
hastened  to  fulfil  the  respective  duties  assigned 
to  them.  The  first  notification  of  the  new  plenipo- 
tentiary was  published,  along  with  his  own  com- 
mission from  the  British  crown,  in  the  Hong  Kong 
Gazette  three  days  afterwards.  The  former  of 
these  documents  announces  the  determination  on  the 
part  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  pursue  a firm  and  de- 
cided line  of  policy.  He  proposes  to  respect  the 
existing  truce,  provided  it  be  not  infringed  in  the 
slightest  degree  by  the  Chinese  themselves,  in  which 
case  he  threatens  them  with  an  immediate  renewal 
of  hostilities;  an  event  which,  judging  from  the  noto- 
rious perfidy  and  bad  faith  of  the  provincial  authori- 
ties, he  appears  to  contemplate.  His  notification 
concludes  with  a warning  to  her  majesty’s  subjects 
and  all  other  foreigners,  not  to  place  themselves  in 
the  power  of  the  Chinese  authorities  during  the  pre- 
sent anomalous  and  unsettled  relations  of  the  empire. 
From  the  commission  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  it  ap- 
pears that  he  is  whole  and  sole  plenipotentiary,  and 
that  he  is  altogether  independent  of  any  control  on 
the  part  of  the  Indian  government.  A notification 
of  Sir  Henry’s  arrival  and  powers  was  dispatched  to 
Canton  immediately  on  his  arrival,  accompanied  by 
a letter,  the  answer  to  which  was  required  to  be 
sent  to  a northern  station,  (Chusan,  it  is  said.)  The 
refusal  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  treat  with  Kwanc- 
Chow-foo,  mayor  of  Canton,  or  any  other  subordi- 
nate, and  his  directions  to  the  fleet  to  move  to  the 
northward,  appear  to  have  had  a salutary  effect  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Chinese,  who  have  been  suddenly 
metamorphosed  from  rude,  insolent,  and  ill-bred  sal 
vages  into  quiet,  discreet,  civil  behaved  gentlemen 
All  this  has  been  effected  by  the  mere  difference  of 
character  of  the  new  plenipotentiary  from  his  pre- 
decessor, for  the  instructions  are  said  to  have  been 
the  same  to  both. 

So  far,  too,  the  truce  appears  to  have  been  unbro- 
ken, and  in  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  it  does  not 
seem  likely  to  be  infringed  by  the  Chinese.  Instead 
of  running  to  and  fro  at  the  beck  of  a rascally  man- 
darin, the  new  representative  of  her  majesty  has  al- 
ready declined  to  see  one  of  the  most  important  of 
the  Chinese  officials.  They  now  begin  to  find  out 
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•with  what  sort  of  opponents  they  have  to  deal.  The 
Canton  truce  had  reference  solely  to  the  southern 
provinces:  the  preparations  of  the  fleet  for  proceed- 
ing to  the  northward  have,  accordingly,  excited  no 
little  alarm,  and  large  sums  of  money — 10,  some  say 
20  millions  of  dollars  have  been  offered  to  sir  Henry 
Pottinger  to  induce  him  to  alter  his  purpose.  These 
overtures  having  been  very  properly  rejected,  the 
fleet,  consisting  of  nine  ships  of  war,  four  armed 
steamers,  and  twenty-two  transports,  sailed  for  Amoy 
on  the  21st.  The  admiral  having  demanded  more 
steamers  for  river  operations,  the  Medusa  and 
Ariadne,  both  of  the  same  armament  as  the  Nemesis, 
left  Bombay  on  the  26th  September.  A strong  force 
of  seven  ships  of  war  and  one  steamer  remain  at  Hong 
Kong  and  in  Canton  river,  a force  more  than  adequate 
to  chastise  the  insolence  of  the  southern  provinces, 
should  they  attempt  to  repeat  their  former  aggres- 
sions. In  this  state  of  things  a considerable  time 
must  elapse  ere  we  can  expect  further  news  of  a very 
decisive  character. 

INDIA. 

The  news  from  India  is  unimportant.  That  coun- 
try continues,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  local 
broils,  tolerably  tranquil.  From  Scinde  we  learn 
that  the  important  position  of  Shirkapore  has  been 
ceded  to  the  British.  The  negotiations  with  Nuzzar 
Khan  are  also  expected  to  terminate  favorably. — 
A Afghanistan,  barring  an  occasional  conflict  between 
Shah  Soojah’s  troops  and  the  neighboring  mountain 
tribes,  is  quiet.  Letters  from  Aden,  dated  October 
10,  state  that  a force  of  600  men  and  a gun  had  pro- 
ceeded inland  and  attacked  a strong  post  of  the  Arabs 
with  effect.  The  boldness  of  this  act  appears  to  have 
led  to  conciliatory  offers  on  the  part  of  the  sultan. 

MEXICO. 

The  New  Orleans  Crescent  says:  Santa  Anna  had 
succeeded  in  placing  himself  once  more  at  the  head 
of  Mexican  affairs.  A convention  was  called  to  re- 
form the  affairs  of  the  country — and  nine  tenths  of 
the  members  were  men  opposed  to  Bustamente  and 
readily  resolved  to  depose  him,  and  elevate  Santa 
Anna  in  his  stead.  On  Sunday  the  14th  of  Oct.  he 
took  the  oath  of  office  as  president  of  the  republic.  It 
is  presumed  that  Santa  Anna,  will  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  Texas. 

TEXAS. 

The  vice  president  of.  The  White  Hall  N.  Y. 
Chronicle  says:  Shadrick  Burleson,  better  known 
hereabouts  as  Shad.  Burleson,  is  now  vice  president 
of  the  republic  of  Texas.  He  is  well  known  on  the 
Champlain  canal,  as  a boatman  of  1834-5.  He  was 
engaged  in  building  a boat  at  this  place,  about  that 
time.  By  this  together  with  irregular  habits,  and  mis- 
calculations in  business,  he  became  embarrassed,  took 
the  Sabine  slide — entered  the  Texan  army — became 
colonel,  and  now  vice  president  by  over  2,000  majo- 
rity! Shad,  was  a “go-a-head”  and  a right  sort  of  a 
Texan  citizen  we  should  think. 


NATIONAL  AF  FA  IKS. 

TREASURY  NOTES.  Treasury  department,  De- 
cember 2,  1841.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837, 
1838, 1839, 1840  $26,681,337  53 

Redeemed  of  that  amount  25,103,571  30 


the  place  of  Mr.  Ogle,  from  Somerset  and  Bedford 
counties  in  Pennsylvania,  died  recently  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Somerset,  of  apoplexy.  Judge  Black  was 
highly  esteemed  for  his  many  virtues. 

THE  HON.  DIXON  H.  LEWJS^pf  Alabama, 
an  account  of  whose  death  was  circulated  in  most  of 
the  public  journals,  and  inserted  in  the  last  number 
of  the  Register,  most  agreeably  and  conclusively  re- 
futed the  statement,  by  making  his  appearance  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  Wednesday  last,  “as  large 
as  life,”  and  in  good  health.  Few  men  could  be 
more  cordially  welcomed. 

NORTHEAST  BOUNDARY.  A hoax  has  been 
played  off  upon  one  of  the  penny  papers  of  Boston, 
giving  an  account  of  a battle  between  the  British  and 
Americans  on  the  lines,  in  which  thirty  lives  were 
said  to  be  lost.  Accounts  are  received  from  the  post 
up  to  the  day  of  the  reported  affair.  Major  Graham 
has  run  his  line  85  miles  due  north  of  the  monument, 
which  carries  him  six  miles  north  of  the  St.  John’s. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Imports  and  Exports.  The  official  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  commerce  of  the  U. 
States  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1840, 
comprises  a large  volume,  which  has  been  but  re- 
cently completed  and  distributed,  and  from  the  pages 
of  which  numerous  extracts  have  been  inserted  in 
several  of  the  last  numbers  of  the  Register.  This 
report  varies  in  its  aggregate,  slightly,  from  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  sub- 
mitted at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  con- 
gress in  December,  1840. 

The  report  as  now  officially  ascertained  and  pub- 
lished, shows  the  importations  during  the  year  end- 
ing Sept,  30, 1840,  to  have  amounted  to  $107,141,519 
The  amount  as  estimated  by  Secretary 
Woodbury  in  his  annual  report  to 
congress,  December,  1840,  for  same 
period  was  104,805,801 


Difference  in  importations  $2,335,718 

The  amount  of  exports  as  now  officially  published 

is  $1.32,085,946 

The  amount  as  estimated  in  the  trea- 
surer’s annual  report  to  congress  in 
December,  1840,  was  131,571,850 


Difference  in  exports  $514,096 

This  correction  proves  that  instead  of  the  exports 
of  the  year  exceeding  the  imports  by  the  sum  of 
$26,766,059,  as  estimated  by  the  secretary  in  his  re- 
port of  December,  1840,  the  exports 
being  in  fact  $132,0®5,946 

And  the  imports  107,141,519 


Leaving  outstanding 


Issued  under  act  of  February  15, 
1841,  viz: 

Prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  673,681  32 
Since  the  4th  of  March,  5,423,300  97 


$1,577,766  23 


Making 
Returned  of  that  issue 
Leaving  outstanding 


6,096,982  29 
445,890  68 


5,651,091  61 


Making  the  aggregate  outstanding  1st 

inst.  $7,228,857  84 

W.  FORWARD,  sect,  of  the  treasury.  j 

NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  A 
meeting  of  the  friends  of  agriculture  was  held  in  the  ' 
city  of  Washington  lately,  at  which  Solon  Robinson,  ‘ 
esq.  presided,  and  J.  F.  Callan  and  John  A.  Smith,  1 
esqs.  were  secretaries,  when  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed declaring  that  the  interests  of  agriculture  required 
the  formation  of  a national  agricultural  society.  A 1 
second  meeting  was  held  on  the  8th,  and  a commit- 
tee consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  J 
Benjamin  V.  French,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Dixon 
H.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  was  chosen  to  prepare  a 1 
draught  of  a constitution  to  be  presented  for  appro- 
bation to  the  convention.  The  meeting  is  to  reas- 
semble on  the  15th  instant. 

DEATH  OF  A MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS.  The 
Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette  states  that  the  1 
hon.  Henry  Black,  member  of  congress,  elected  in  j 


The  exports  only  exceeded  the  imports 
by  the  sum  of  $24,944,427 

The  difference  between  the  estimate  submitted  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  his  annual  report,  and 
the  actual  result  as  reported  in  detail  in  the  volume 
alluded  to,  added  to  the  delay  in  publishing  the  lat- 
ter we  suspect  has  led  the  editor  of  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  into  an  error.  An  article  ap- 
peared in  that  paper  of  last  week,  and  has  from 
thence  been  extensively  published  in  the  public  journ- 
nals,  in  which  the  sum  reported  by  the  secretary  in 
December,  1840,  is  taken  as  the  true  amount  of  im- 
ports and  exports  of  that  year,  and  the  sum  as  cor- 
rected in  the  official  report  in  the  volume  as  now  re- 
ported, is  assumed  as  the  amount  of  imports  and  exports 
for  the  year  ending  30 th  September,  1841 — and  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  two  years  thus  paraded  makes  the  for- 
midable sum  of  $51,710,436  balance  in  favor  of  this 
country.  We  should  like  to  find  a result  going  so  con- 
siderably towards  the  relief  of  the  American  people. 
The  estimates  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  to 
the  imports  and  exports  of  the  year  1841  will  be  gi- 
ven to  congress  we  presume  in  a few  days. 

Meantime  the  following  table  will  shew  that  tho’ 
particular  causes  may  operate,  as  in  the  year  1840, 
and  perhaps  in  1841,  to  produce  a balance  in  our  fa- 
vor, that  balance  but  demonstrates  the  extent  of  ruin 
that  suffering  a current  of  trade  to  run  on  against  us 
for  a number  of  years  has  brought  upon  the  country. 
We  have  been  and  are  yet  allowing  foreign  countries 
to  restrict  and  interdict  our  articles  at  every  point, 
tho’  admitting  every  luxury  from  them,  almost  free 
of  duty — affording  them  all  the  benefit  of  “free  trade” 
and  submitting  to  their  “restricted  trade” — “farming 
monopolies” — “corn  laws”  and  the  exaction  of  over  a 
thousand  per  cent,  upon  our  tobacco.  This  is  the 
true  cause  of  the  difficulties  under  which  this  country 
is  now  prostrated.  All  attempts  to  cure  the  evil 
by  fiscal  expedients  will  fail  far  short  of  reaching 
the  real  seat  of  the  disease.  We  must  have  a reci- 
procity of  trade  with  those  with  whom  we  trade  or 
we  will  have  to  suffer — and  the  measure  of  that  suf- 


fering will  be  invariably  graduated  by  foreigners. — 
Whilst  ever  we  can  pay,  they  will  furnish  us  with 
their  gew-gaws  to  the  very  bottom  of  our  purse,  and 
leave  us  to  fight  about  the  rates  of  the  domestic  ex- 
changes, which  this  weak  and  foolish  policy  has  de- 
ranged for  us,  and  to  search  in  vain  for  any  other 
than  a shinplaster  currency,  whilst  they  place  a pre- 
mium upon  every  piece  of  coin  in  the  country. 
Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  and  exports, 
annually,  from  1791  to  1841. 

Years.  Imports.  Exports.  Excess  of  Excess  of 

•'  imports.  exports. 

1791  $52,000,000  $19,012,041  $32  987,959 

1792  31.500,000  20,753  09S  10,746  902 

1793  31,100.000  26,109.572  4.990  428 

1794  34,600,000  33,026,233  1,573.767 

1795  69,756,268  47,989,472  21,766,796 

1796  81,436,164  67,064,097  14.372  067 

1797  75,379,406  56,850,206  18,529.200 

1798  68.551,700  61.527,097  7,021,603 

1799  79,068,148  78,665,522  402.626 

1800  91.252,768  70.971,780  280,  OSS 

1801  111,363  511  94,115,925  17,247,5S6 

1S02  76,333,333  72,483,160  3,850  173 

1803  64,666,666  55,800,033  8 866,633 

1804  85,000,000  77,699,074  7 300  926 

1805  120,000,000  95,566,021  24,433.975 

1806  129,000,000  101,536,963  27,463  037 

1807  138,000,000  108,343,150  29,656^50 

1808  56,990,000  22,430,960  34,559,040 

1809  59,400,000  52,203,231  7,196,769 

1810  85  400  000  66,757,974  *9  642,026 

1811  53,400,000  61.316.831  - $7,916,831 

1812  77,030,000  38,527,236  38,502,764 

1813  22,005,000  27,855,997  - 5,850  997 

1814  12,965,000  6.927,441  6,037  559 

1815  113  041.274  52,557,753  60,483  521 

IS!  6 147,103,000  81,920  452  65  182  543 

1817  99.250,000  87,671,569  11, 578^431 

1818  121,750.000  93,281,133  28,468,867 

1819  87.125,000  70,142  521  16,982,479 

1820  74,450,000  69,691,669  4.75S  331  " 

1821  62,585,724  64,974,3S2  2,388  65S 

1822  83,241,541  72.160,231  11,081  260 

1823  '77,579,267  74,699,030  2,8S0,237 

1824  80  549,007  75.936,657  4,562  350 

1825  96.340  075  99,535  388  - 3,195,313 

1826  84.974,477  77,595,322  7,379  155 

1827  79,484.063  82,324,827  -’  2 840  759 

1828  88,509,824  72,264,686  16,245,138  ’ ’ 

1829  74.402.527  72,358,671  2,13.7  856 

1830  70,876,920  73;849,508  2,972,588 

1831  103.191,124  81,310,583  21,SS0,541 

1832  101,029.266  87,176,943  13,852,323 

1833  108,118,311  90,140.423  17,977,878 

1834  126,521.332  104,336,973  22.184,359 

1835  149,895.742  121,693,577  28;202,165 

1836  189.980  035  128.663,040  61,316,995 

1837  140.989,217  117,419,376  23  560,801 

1338  113.717,404  103,486,616  5,230.73S 

1839  162,092,132  121,028.416  41  063  716 

1840  107,141,519  132.085,946  - 24,944,427 

Systems  are  tested  by  aggregate  results.  Here 

are  the  actual  proceeds  of  our  existing  system  as 
operating  for  fifty  yeas.  The  exports  exceeded  the 
imports  in  only  seven  out  of  the  fifty.  Excluding 
the  year  1840,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  excess  in 
the  other  six  of  those  years  was  but  twenty-five  mil- 
lions— with  that  year  the  excess  of  imports  was  al- 
together $50,109,573  whilst  the  excess  of  imports 
during  the  remaining  forty-four  of  the  fifty  years  is 
$803,428,630!  In  the  whole  fifty  years  the  excess  of 
importations  over  exports  is  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  millions  three  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars — being  an  average  of  over 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars!  What  other  nation  on  earth 
could  have  sustained  such  a drain.  Take  the  period 
since  the  enactment  of  the  compromise  bill  and  the 
progressive  reduction  of  the  tariff  thereunder,  up 
to  1839  inclusive,  and  the  average  excess  of  im- 
ports was  nearly  thirty  millions  annually.  This  was 
continued  until  our  resources  and  credit  both  failed, 
and  disaster  is  upon  us. 

COLUMBIA  RIVER.  The  Bangor  Whig  pub- 
lishes the  following  extract  from  a letter  received  by 
a friend,  dated  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands,  May  6, 
1841: 

“Our  latest  dates  from  the  United  States  are  May 
12,  1841,  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  gen.  Har- 
rison. We  have  also  received  Tyler’s  address.  Our 
dates  from  China  are  up  to  the  20th  May,  ’41.  The 
United  States  ship  Peacock  and  schooner  Flying  Fish 
were  here  in  June  last,  on  their  way  to  Columbia  ri- 
ver, two  months  behind  their  time.  The  Vinconnes 
and  Porpoise  arrived  at  the  Columbia  river  in  May 
last.  Capt.  Wilkes  gives  a highly  flattering  descrip- 
tion of  the  country — he  will  make  a thorough  survey 
of  it  before  he  quits  it.  I hope  Capt.  Wilkes’  official 
report  will  open  the  eyes  of  Uncle  Sam  to  his  inte- 
rest on  our  northwest  coast.  Great  Britain  has  held 
and  still  holds,  through  the  agency  of  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  company,  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  beautiful 
country,  their  treaty  of  neutrality  with  our  govern- 
ment to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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“Several  Americans  of  enterprise  have  attempted 
a settlement  in  the  country,  but  they  have  been 
check-mated  by  oppressive  monopoly,  until  they  were 
fairly  starved  out,  and  obliged  to  return.  The  char- 
ter of  the  Hudson  Bay  company  has  recently  been 
renewed  with  an  additional  grant  of  two  millions 
pounds  sterling  intended  expressly  for  the  settlement 
of  the  disputed  territory.  And  they  are  now  erect- 
ing temporary  buildings  on  every  valuable  lot  of  land 
and  mill-site  in  the  country.  Capt.  Wilkes  says  the 
harbor  at  Pagot  sound,  is  the  finest  he  ever  anchored  in, 
in  any  part  of  the  world.  We  have  an  almost  incal- 
culable amount  of  commerce  in  the  Pacific,  and  yet 
allow  John  Bull  quiet  and  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  only  harbor  that  belongs  to  us  this  side  of  Cape 
Horn.  You  are  aware  that  they  have  already  taken 
possession  of  New  Zealand,  and  broken  up  and  ex- 
cluded our  fishermen  from  those  seas — they  have  also 
taken  possession  of  the  Falkland  Island  (which  af- 
fords an  excellent  harbor)  and  forbidden  our  ves- 
sels cruising  for  whales  within  three  leagues  of  the 
land.  ****** 

“The  “stars  and  stripes”  are  set  at  half  mast  this 
day,  over  our  roof,  on  account  of  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived of  the  death  of  General  Harrison.” 

INDIANS.  The  Catawbas.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  Indian  Agent  laid  before  our  legislature 
at  the  present  session,  this  tribe  of  the  only  Indians 
now  inhabiting  South  Carolina,  has  dwindled  to  51 
individuals,  of  whom  6 only  are  men,  the  rest  being 
women  and  children.  The  agent  proposes  that  a 
tract  of  500  acres  of  land  in  York  District  be  bought 
for  them,  and  presumes  that  from  their  idle  habits, 
they  will  not  cultivate  of  the  same  more  than  75 
acres.  The  proposed  tract  borders  on  extensive 
forests;  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  grain;  and 
can  be  purchased  for  4 dollars  per  acre.  Ch.  Cour. 

The  Wyandotts.  Negotiations  have  been  in  pro- 
gress with  the  Wyandotts  for  some  months  past  for  the 
sale  of  all  their  lands  in  Ohio  to  the  United  States, 
and  then  to  emigrate  to  the  west.  By  a vote  of  the  male 
portion  of  the  tribe,  assembled  by  their  chiefs  in  coun- 
cil, on  the  22d  of  Nov.  it  was  determined,  without  a 
division,  to  authorise  the  chiefs  to  enter  into  a treaty 
of  cession  and  removal. 

The  tribe  decided,  however,  by  a majority  of  two 
votes,  that  the  sum  offered  by  the  United  States 
commissioner  was  two  small.  Colonel  John  John- 
ston, the  United  States  commissioner,  in  a communi- 
cation to  the  State  Journal  remarks — “thus  it  is  vir- 
tually settled  that  the  last  tribe  of  the  natives  within 
the  territory  of  Ohio,  will  soon  be  prepared  to  leave 
us,  and  take  up  their  residence  near  to  their  former 
friends,  the  Shawnees  and  Delaw'ares,  southwest  of 
Missouri.” 

The  Wyandotts  hold  some  of  the  fairest  section  of 
our  state  in  the  vicinity  of  Upper  Sandusky,  are  most- 
ly civilized,  and  elect  their  chiefs  annually.  The 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  treaty  was 
conducted  with  frankness  and  fairness,  and  with  per- 
fect good  feeling.  [ Cleveland  Herald. 

THE  ARMY. 
general  orders,  No.  71. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj'tgcn'ls  office. 

Washington , J\l‘ov.  Id,  1841. 

The  following  addition  to  the  general  regulations 
for  the  army,  received  from  the  secretary  of  war,  is 
published  for  the  government  of  the  army: 

Article  XLI1I,  paragraph  237.  “But  such  detail 
must  always  be  made  by  the  officer  appointing  the 
court,  ana  in  no  case  can  the  authority  to  supply  va- 
cancies in  a court  martial  be  delegated  to  any  other 
officer.”  J.  C.  SPENCER.” 

Department  of  war,  Nov.  16,  1841. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 
general  orders,  no.  74. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj't  genl's  office. 

Washington,  Nov.  29,  1841. 

The  following  regulation,  received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  is  published  for  the  government  of  the 
army: 

“The  bureau  denominated  'the  clothing  bureau,’ 
attached  to  the  war  department,  is  abolished,  and 
the  duties  conducted  by  the  officer  in  charge  since  it 
was  established,  are  transferred  to  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department.  See  Article  LXXXII,  army  regu- 
lations. 

“After  the  30th  of  November,  all  estimates  for 
clothing  and  camp  equipage  will  be  made  to  the 
quartermaster  general-”  J.  C.  SPENCER.” 

Department  of  war,  Nov.  27,  1841. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott: 

R.  JONES,  Adj't  Gen. 

Topographial  Engineers.  Captains  A.  Canfield 
and  G.  W.  Hughes,  and  lieut.  R.  M.  McLane  have 
returned  from  their  visits  to  Europe. 


Capt.  C.  Graham,  under  orders  for  a military  re- 
connaissance, in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans.  Lieuts. 
J.  E.  Blake,  and  A.  W.  Whipple,  ordered  as  asssist- 
ants  to  Capt.  Graham. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Hughes,  ordered  on  survey  in  Louisi- 
ana. Lieutenants  L.  Sitgreaves,  I.  W.  Woodruff, 
and  R-  M.  McLane,  ordered  as  assistants  to  Captain 
Hughes. 

Ordnance  department.  Capt.  E.  Harding,  order- 
ed to  command  of  Allegheny  arsenal. 

Cap.  J.  Williamson,  to  command  of  Charleston 
depot. 

Lieut.  G.  H.  Talcott,  to  command  of  Augusta,  Ga. 
arsenal. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Morgan,  to  command  of  Mount  Ver- 
non, Ala.  arsenal. 

Lieut.  A.  B.  Dyer,  to  Watervliet  arsenal. 

[A.  &f  N.  Chron. 

Late  Florida  news  has  been  received  at  Savan- 
nah. Halleck  Hadjo  who  was  sent  recently  into  the 
interior  to  confer  with  his  band,  had  returned  to  Pi- 
latka,  bringing  with  him  17  warriors.  At  Tampa  the 
balance  of  Neathucke  Emathla’s  and  of  Tigertail’s 
people  were  coming  in  slowly.  They  were  much 
scattered  and  could  not  be  found  by  the  runners  with- 
out much  time  and  trouble. 

A letter  from  Indian  Key,  in  the  Norfork  Herald 
of  Saturday,  dated  the  12th  announces  the  sailing  of 
the  great  expedition  through  the  everglades,  the 
schooners  at  Indian  Key  were  to  join  on  the  15th,  at 
Fort  Dallas.  Dr.  E.  McKinley  of  the  schooner  Otse- 
go, had  died  of  congestive  fever. 

Fort  Mifflin.  The  troops  ordered  to  garrison 
Fort  Mifflin,  have  arrived  at  their  quarters.  They 
number  in  all,  including  the  staff,  seventy  men.  The 
officers  and  their  families  have  taken  up  their  abode 
in  the  fort,  which  has  since  assumed  quite  a cheerful 
aspect. 

THE  NAVY. 

Court  martial.  We  learn  from  the  Army  and 
Navy  Chronicle,  that  the  court  martial  to  meet  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  13th  inst.  for  the  trial  of  capt. 
Bolton,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  brought  be- 
fore it,  consists  of  commodore  Jacob  Jones,  president. 
Commodores  John  Downes,  Henry  E.  Ballard,  E.  P. 
Kennedy,  John  B.  Nicolson,  W.  B.  Shubrick  and 
capt.  Daniel  Turner,  members.  Charles  H.  Win- 
der, esq.  of  Baltimore,  judge  advocate. 

Home  squadron:  Active  preparations  are  in 

progress  for  getting  this  squadron  ready  for  sea. 
Commodore  Stewart  will  hoist  his  broad  pendant  on 
board  the  Independence.  By  reference  to  our  navy 
head,  it  will  be  seen  that  captain  F.  A.  Parker  has 
been  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Colum- 
bia, and  captain  J.  Gallagher  to  the  command  of  the 
razee  Independence.  Several  other  officers  have 
also  been  ordered  to  the  different  vessels,  but  we 
prefer  waiting,  as  usual,  until  the  lists  are  complete, 
before  we  publish  them.  No  commanders  for  the 
steam  ships  have  yet  been  designated. 

[Army  Navy  Chron.  Dec.  2. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  increase  the  number  of  naval  ren- 
dezvous. Portland,  Me.  will  be  one;  commander  J. 
S.  Paine  has  been  ordered  thither  as  recruiting  offi- 
cer, and  the  brig  Consort,  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  A.  Lewis,  will  be  employed  as  receiving  ves- 
sel. New  Orleans  will  be  another.  The  ship  Onta- 
rio will  be  sent  thither. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


A NEW  STATE  PROPOSED. 

A communication  has  appeared  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  over  the  signature  of  “A  Member  of 
Congress,”  proposing  to  divide  the  state  of  Tennessee 
into  two  states.  The  writer  says  he  only  waited  an 
opportunity  to  urge  it  upon  congress,  but  prefers  that 
the  proposition  should  originate  with  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee.  He  proposes  to  call  the  new  state 
“Frankland.” 

NEW  YORK. 

THE  SAFETY  FUND. 

From  the  Albany  Evening  Journal. 

Comptroller's  office,  Albany,  24 (h  Nov.  1841. 
Tiiurlow  Weed,  esq. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  numerous  enquiries  in  re- 
lation to  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of 
Buffalo  and  Commercial  bank  of  Buffalo,  I send  you 
for  publication  a statement  showing  the  situation  of 
the  safety  fund,  and  the  provision  of  the  laws  apper- 
taining to  the  subject.  Very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  A.  COLLIER. 


Comptroller' s office,  Albany,  25 th  Nov.  1841. 

Statement  of  the  situation  of  the  safety  fund: 

The  amount  of  the  capital  remaining 
30th  September,  1841  $485,487  99 

The  advances  from  the  treasury  since  that 

time  to  redeem  safety  fund  bank  notes  106,031  00 

Balance  of  safety  fund  Q4th  Nov.  1841  $379,456  00 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  26th 
May,  1841,  the  comptroller  has  given 
notice  to  the  safety  fund  banks,  that 
they  will  be  required  to  pay  j per  cent, 
upon  their  capital,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  which  would  produce  158,776  24 

And  there  will  be  due  from  several  banks 
who  have  not  yet  paid  their  original 
contribution  of  3 per  cent,  on  first  Ja- 
nuary next  31,175  00 

Which  would  make  the  whole  amount  of 
safety  fund  $569,408  23 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the  ’ per 
cent,  of  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  Com- 
mercial bank  of  Buffalo,  since  sus- 
pended 3,000  00 


Leaving  the  balance,  1st  January,  1842  $566,408  23 

The  comptroller  has  no  authority  to  redeem  the 
bills  of  a suspended  bank  until  the  chancellor  makes 
the  order  required  by  the  act  of  8th  of  May,  1837, 
which  provides  that: 

“It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  chancellor  upon  the  cer- 
tificate of  one  or  more  of  the  bank  commissioners 
that  the  amount  of  the  debts  of  such  banking  corpo- 
ration, over  and  above  its  property  and  effects,  will 
not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  the  bank 
fund  then  paid  in  and  invested,  exclusive  of  all  prior 
established  claims  thereon,  to  make  an  order  upon 
the  comptroller  authorising  him  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  immediate 
payment  of  the  ordinary  bank  bills  or  notes  of  such 
banking  corporation  then  in  circulation,  out  of  the 
bank  fund  then  paid  in  and  invested.” 

Upon  filing  a certified  copy  of  the  chancellor’s  or- 
der, under  this  section,  and  not  before,  the  comptrol- 
ler is  authorised  to  make  provision  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  bills,  nor  is  there  any  authority,  without 
such  prior  order,  to  receive  the  bills  of  a suspended 
bank  in  payment  for  tolls,  or  other  indebtedness  at 
the  treasury,  w hich  of  course  would  be  virtually  re- 
deeming them  in  anticipation,  as  nothing  else  but 
such  uncurrent  notes  would  in  that  case  be  offered  in 
payment,  until  the  whole  circulation  was  exhausted. 

In  relation  to  the  recent  failures  of  the  Bank  of 
Buffalo  and  the  Commercial  bank  of  Buffalo,  the  bank 
commissioners  were  not  able  to  give  the  required 
certificate,  and  the  chancellor  could  therefore,  make 
no  order  upon  the  comptroller,  authorising  him  to 
redeem. 

The  safety  fund,  as  the  law  now  stands,  is  only  to  be 
replenished  by  the  annual  contribution  of  the  banks  of 
one-half  per  cent,  upon  their  capital;  and  unless  fur- 
ther legislative  provision  is  made,  the  bills  of  the 
above  banks  cannot  be  redeemed  from  the  safety 
fund,  until  the  annual  contributions  so  far  replenish 
the  fund  as  to  enable  the  bank  commissioners  to  give 
the  required  certificate  to  the  chancellor,  and  he 
shall  make  the  order. 

JOHN  A.  COLLIER,  comptroller. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  interest  on  the  state  debt.  We  have 
seen  a letter  from  a high  source  at  Harrisburgh, 
which  says — “It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  the  inte- 
rest on  our  public  debt,  due  Feb.  1,  will  be  promptly 
paid  without  recourse  to  loans.  The  balance  in  the 
treasury  this  day,  (Nov.  30),  is  $1,109,922;  of  w hich 
the  sum  of  at  least  $750,900  is  available.  The  two 
heaviest  months  of  the  receipts  are  yet  to  come  be- 
fore the  interest  is  payable,  and  the  receipts  for  said 
months,  1 think  may  be  safely  estimated  at  from 
$400,000  to  $500,000.  I am  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  the  resources  of  the  treasury  will  not  only  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  but  that  all  the  ordinary 
demands  of  our  government  will  be  likewise  met. 

“But  to  guard  against  contingencies  that  might  oc- 
cur to  injure  the  present  prospect,  the  governor  has 
made  requisition  upon  the  banks  under  the  resolution 
of  May  5,  to  make  up  any  deficit,  if  such  there 
should  be.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  there 
cannot  for  a moment  remain  a doubt  as  to  the  inte- 
rest being  punctually  paid.”  [ Bicknell's  Rep. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  met  on  Monday,  and 
was  organized  by  the  re-election,  without  opposition, 
of  John  W.  Nash,  as  speaker  of  the  senate,  and  V.  W. 
Southall,  (whig),  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates — 
the  latter  gentleman  having  been  chosen  by  a majo- 
rity of  five  votes  over  Joel  Holleman,  (opposition). 
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There  was  a remarkably  full  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers, especially  of  those  belonging  to  the  house  of 
delegates,  only  five  of  whom  were  absent — two  whigs 
and  three  Van  Buren  men. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  hon.  Richard  Gantt,  long  known  as  law  judge 
of  this  state,  on  the  30th  ult.  in  a very  handsome  let- 
ter to  the  legislature  of  the  state,  tendered  his  resig- 
nation of  that  office,  which  was  accepted.  In  addi- 
tion to  some  highly  complimentary  resolutions,  one 
year’s  salary  ($3,500)  was  appropriated  for  his  use, 
to  be  paid  him  at  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature. 

ALABAMA. 

Legislature.  The  paragraph  which  was  extract- 
ed from  a Pittsburg  paper  into  our  last  number,  stat- 
ing that  the  legislature  of  this  state  had  adjourned, 
proves  to  be  incorrect. 

Election  of  a United  States  senator.  The 
Tuscaloosa  flag  of  the  Union,  of  the  24th  ult.  says: 
“We  stop  the  press  to  announce  the  result  of  the 
election  to-day.  The  hon.  A.  P.  Bagby  was  elected 
United  States  senator,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Governor  Clay.” 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Governor  McNutt,  the  election  and  the  state 
bonds.  Governor  McNutt  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer , ac- 
companied with  copies  of  his  letter  to  the  European 
bankers,  Hope  & Co.  which  correspondence  may  be 
found  on  page  388  of  the  National  Register,  vol.  X. 

Jackson,  (Miss.)  Nov.  10, 1841. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer: 

Sir.  The  election  for  state  and  county  officers  took 
place  in  this  state  on  the  first  and  second  days  of 
this  month.  The  result  is  known  here,  and  all  the 
counties  have  been  heard  from  except  six.  The 
anti-bond  ticket  has  succeeded  by  an  average  majori- 
ty near  three  thousand  votes.  Tilghman  M.  Tucker 
is  elected  governor;  William  McKendree,  Gwin  and 
Jacob  Thompson  representatives  in  congress;  Augus- 
tus B.  Saunders  auditor  of  public  accounts;  Richard 
S.  Graves,  state  treasurer;  and  John  D.  Freeman, 
attorney  general.  These  gentlemen  are  all  demo- 
crats. We  have  probably  lost  our  secretary  of  state 
by  running  two  candidates,  (Woodwards  and  Wil- 
liams.) 

The  legislature  will  consist  of  twenty-one  or  twen- 
ty-two anti-bondmen  in  the  senate;  and  from  fifty- 
eight  to  sixty-two  representives  in  the  house.  The 


the  sale  of  ten  and  a half  millions  of  bonds  autho- 
rized to  be  given  by  Gwin  to  the  Union  Bank.  It  is 
true  I signed  as  governop.  the  charter  of  the 
BANK.  I DID  SO  IN  OBEDIENCE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  WILL.  I 

warned  the  people  of  the  evil  consequences  of  en- 
gaging the  state  as  security  for  reckless  speculators. 
The  action  of  this  state,  I earnestly  hope,  will  for- 
ever destroy  the  ruinous  system  of  borrowing  money 
abroad  to  be  wasted  in  banking  and  visionary  sys- 
tems of  internal  improvement.  Yours,  truly, 

A.  G.  McNUTT. 


Election. 

stand. 


Parties  in  the  legislature  it  is  said  will 


Senate. 

House. 

Total. 

21 

61 

82 

10 

41 

51 

11 

20 

31 

Van  Buren 
Whigs 


Majorities, 

All  of  the  Van  Buren,  and  it  is  said  three  of  the 
whigs  are  against  paying  state  bonds. 

TENNESSEE. 

Senators.  The  Nashville  Banner  of  the  23d  ult. 
states  that  Mr.  Speaker  Turney  announced  in  the 
senate  of  Tennessee,  on  the  previous  day,  his  deter- 
mination to  bring  on  the  senatorial  election,  and 
moved  to  take  up  his  resolution  to  elect  a senator  to 
congress  for  six  years;  but  at  the  request  of  gentle- 
men, who  remarked  that  several  senators  were  not 
in  their  seats,  consented  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  day.  He  said  he  might  disappoint  his  politi- 
cal friends  in  the  senate  by  taking  this  step;  but  he 
represented  a whig  district;  his  constituents  had  been 
kind  to  him — and  besides,  he  believed  it  was  right  to 
bring  on  the  election.  He  also  introduced  a bill, 
providing  that  the  two  houses  should  hereafter  meet 
in  convention — as  they  have  always  hitherto  met  by 
resolution — to  elect  senators  to  congress,  whenever 
such  elections  are  to  he  had. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati  Public  Schools.  The  trustees  and 
visiters  made  reports  in  1830,  ’33,  ’34,  36,  and  in  June 
annually,  for  1838,  ’39  and  ’40.  And  the  same  for 
1841. 

Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  common  schools 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1841. 

Tuition  fund.  Receipts  were  $29,746  17  of  which 
$4,501  07  was  the  balance  left  of  the  preceding  year, 
$1,947  90  was  due  from  the  city,  $18,497  20  was  in 
taxes  for  1840,  and  $4,800  00  was  the  city’s  propor- 
tion of  $200,000  appropriated  to  school  purposes  by 


bondmen  will  have  from  ten  to  eleven  senators,  and  the  state.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  period 
from  thiidy-six  to  forty  representatives.  It  is  quite  j amounted  to  $20,175  13,  leaving  a balance  in  the 


treasury  June  30th,  1841,  of  $9,571  04. 

Building  fund.  Balance  of  preceding  year  $8,238 
41,  receipts  $7,026  13,  total  $15,264  54.  Expen- 
ditures $8,493  71,  leaving  balance  in  treasury  of 
$6,770  54. 

The  annual  abstract  of  the  schools  for  the  present 


certain  that  the  anti-bondmen  will  have  a majority 
of  two-thirds  in  each  branch  of  the  legislature.  This 
result  will  astound  many  persons  abroad,  who  are 
ignorant  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  slate  resists 
the  payment  of  the  five  millions  of  dollars  in  state 
bonds  delivered  to  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  and 
negotiated  by  that  institution.  1 send  you  a copy  of  year  shews  that  there  are  of  male  teachers  20;  female 
my  letter  to  Hope  & Co.  and  request  you  to  publish  teachers  49;  total  teachers  69.  Number  of  pupils  en- 
the  same  in  the  Enquirer.  Our  senator,  Robert  J.  ' rolled  6,081;  pupils  withdrawn  2,593;  pupils  remain- 
Walker,  and  our  representatives,  Gwin  and  Thomp-  '■  ing  3,488;  pupils  in  daily  attendance  2,714. 
son,  sustain  me  in  the  positions  I have  taken.  A ! The  number  of  male  and  female  pupils  attending 
demand  will  probably  be  made  on  the  government  of  the  schools  is  about  equally  divided, 
the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  re- j The  schools  are  so  organized  that  the  pupils  of  each 
ferred  to.  This  will  raise  aD  exciting  and  perplex-  sex  are  generally  taught  in  separate  appartments. 


ing  question.  This  state  has  defined  her  position, 
and  will  maintain  it,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
may.  I firmly  believe  that  four-fifths  of  the  people  of 
this  state  prefer  going  to  war  to  paying  the  bonds. 

The  whig  candidates  for  governor  and  members  of 
the  legislature  generally  pledged  themselves  to  op- 
pose any  bill  intended  to  tax  the  people,  to  pay  either 
the  principal  or  interest  of  those  bonds.  But  for 
this  and  national  politics,  the  state  would  have  been 
almost  unanimous  in  opposing  the  payment  of  the 
bonds. 

The  Mississippi  Union  Bank  is  hopelessly  insolvent, 
and  has  made  an  assignment  of  all  her  efiects  to  her 
president,  (Elliot),  cashier,  (Clopton),  and  attorney, 
(Scott).  This  was  done  lor  the  benefit  of  all  her 
creditors,  and  to  save  the  wreck  of  her  fortunes. 
She  was  sued  in  the  federal  court  for  about  $300,000. 
Her  circulation  is  near  two  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  She  gives  each  assignee  $4,000 
per  annum,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  With  good 
management,  her  circulation  may  eventually  be  paid. 
The  whole  stock  is  sunk.  Her  paper  is  now  selling 
at  thirty-five  cents  to  the  dollar. 

I have  been  a subscriber  to  your  paper  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  I am  a native  of  Virginia.  I am  not 
and  never  have  been  a stockholder  or  debtor  of  the 
Mississippi  Union  Bank.  I never  requested  it  to  loan 
money  to  myself  or  friends.  As  senator  I voted 
against  its  charter,  and  have  always  opposed  pledg- 
ing the  faith  of  thestate  forbanking  purposes.  At  the 
risk  of  my  life  and  political  aspirations  I prevented 


They  also  have  their  respective  play  grounds,  which 
are  divided  by  substantial  walls  or  fences 
Statement  of  moneys  received  for  tuition  purposes  from 
1829  to  1840,  showing  the  amount  received  for  each 
year,  the  amount  expended,  and  the  balance  remaining 
at  the  close  of  each  year;  also  the  number  of  teachers 
employed,  and  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  each  year. 


Years. 

Received. 

Expended. 

Balance 

remaining. 

Number  of 
teachers. 

No.  pupils 
enrolled. 

1829 

$10,991  40  ) 

$5,590 

32 

$5,401 

08 

including  ba 

lance  of  1828 

1830 

7,167 

43 

8,115 

22 

4,453 

29 

22 

2103 

1831 

8,067 

68 

8,111 

09 

4,409 

88 

25 

2200 

1832 

*9,869 

28 

7,778 

71 

4,552 

55 

28 

2250 

1833 

10,146 

85 

8,580 

88 

5,118 

51 

29 

2300 

1834 

9,932 

68 

9,449 

73 

6,601 

41 

30 

2300 

1835 

11,582 

70 

12,761 

74 

5,422 

37 

43 

2400 

1836 

15,098 

35 

17,706 

22 

2,814 

50 

44 

2450 

1837 

16,413 

62 

18,991 

29 

236 

83 

47 

2600 

1838 

24,252 

47 

22,003 

99 

2,485 

31 

53 

2900 

1839 

22,812 

97 

20,797 

21 

4,501 

07 

64 

4480 

1840 

25,245 

10 

20,175 

13 

9,571 

04 

63 

5121 

1841 

69 

6081 

*$1,947  90  of  this  sum  was  used  this  year  lor  other  city 
purposes,  and  refunded  by  the  city — which  is  included 
in  the  amount  of  1840. 


Prior  to  1834,  pupils  were  received  at  4 years  of 
age;  since  then,  from  6 to  16  years  of  age.  By  this 
change  in  the  law,  many  pupils  were  excluded  from 
the  schools  that  year,  who  had  previously  been  en- 
rolled before. 

The  board  of  examiners  and  inspectors  of  common 
schools  report  that  the  close  of  the  annual  examina- 
tions of  the  common  schools  has  removed  all  doubt 
as  to  their  actual  condition,  and  allayed  any  fears 
that  may  have  been  felt  for  their  future  prospects- — 
The  state  of  the  times — necessary  changes  of  teach- 
ers, either  by  the  introduction  of  new  ones,  or  the 
transfer  of  old  ones  to  new  locations — the  unusual 
falling  off  of  pupils  of  older  classes  from  causes  un- 
necessary to  mention,  as  well  as  the  great  want  of 
regularity  of  attendance  of  those  remaining — all  these 
facts  had  prepared  the  board  of  examiners  to  antici- 
pate a decided  falling  back  from  the  high  standard 
which  the  schools  have  hitherto  maintained.  The 
board  are  gratified,  however,  to  be  able  to  say,  that 
their  apprehensions,  in  this  respect,  have  been  most 
agreeably  disappointed — that  the  children,  on  the 
whole,  never  appeared  better — the  teachers  never 
more  earnest;  not-  both,  in  better  apparent  spirit  to 
realize  all  that  a sound  philanthropy  could  expect 
from  these  most  interesting  and  important  institu- 
tions of  the  public  bounty. 

There  are  several  matters,  however,  in  the  econo- 
my of  the  schools  which,  in  the  progress  of  the  exa- 
mination, have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  board, 
and  upon  which  they  would  offer  a few  suggestions. 

1st.  Teachers  should  be  transferred  from  old  to 
new  rooms,  only  in  cases  of  the  clearest  necessity. 

2d.  In  some  of  the  rooms,  indeed  in  all  of  them,  to 
a certain  degree,  the  system  of  ventilation  is  imper- 
fect. 

3d.  Four  hours’  confinement,  at  one  session,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  examiners,  entirely  and  even  worse 
than  unwise,  positively  hurtful,  if  not  cruel.  The 
number  of  hours  should  be  less  thought  about,  than 
the  exact  time  that  should  be  found,  by  experience, 
to  be  best  adapted  to  the  cheerfullest,  as  well  as  full- 
est, development  of  the  capacities  of  children,  in  gi- 
ven courses  of  study  and  at  given  ages. 

4th.  The  number  of  pupils  to  a teacher  is  entirely 
too  great  in  many  of  the  rooms. 

5th.  The  discipline  is  quite  too  imperfect  in  regard 
to  regularity  of  attendance,  or  rather,  in  this  particu- 
lar, there  seems  to  be  no  discipline  at  all. 

6th.  The  examiners  cannot  estimate  too  highly  Jhe 
importance  of  periodical  examinations. 

7th.  The  attention  of  the  public,  especially  of  pa- 
rents, is,  as  the  examiners  conceive,  of  the  greatest 
importance  at  the  examinations.  Their  countenance 
is  expected,  and  their  aid  demanded. 

8th.  The  examiners  could  with  no  propriety  dis- 
criminate in  their  estimation  of  the  schools.  It  is 
sufficient  for  their  present  purpose,  without  pledging 
themselves  to  any  rule  for  the  future  in  this  regard, 
that  no  school  has  fallen  behind  just  expectation 
whether  in  teaching  or  in  discipline.  They,  however, 
feel  that  they  do  no  violence  to  the  principle  of  non- 
discrimination, when  they  mention  with  particular 
and  deep  interest  the  signal  success  of  the  schools 
for  the  benefit  our  German  population.  The  provi- 
sion for  these  schools  has  been  singularly  wise;  not 
wiser,  however,  than  the  election  of  teachers  has 
been  fortunate,  in  carrying  out  the  benevolent  and 
patriotic  purpose,  of  raising  up,  in  our  midst,  a people 
of  singular  capacity  and  hope,  to  aid  a true  Ameri- 
can population,  as  a part  of  it,  in  developing  and  sus- 
taining the  great  principles  of  republican  liberty. 
Our  German  friends,  in  this  respect,  are  entitled  to 
our  warmest  greetings  and  our  deepest  sympathies. 
They  may  feel  assured,  that  they  have  both.  It  is 
for  them,  to  accommodate  themselves  to  institutions, 
which  we  shall  hope,  may  be  unchangeable,  unless 
for  the  better,  in  all  coming  time;  and  for  us,  to  bid 
them  God  speed,  in  that  progress  of  intelligence  in 
our  literature,  our  customs  and  peculiar  politics,  that 
shall  make  them  one  with  us  in  the  great  work  of 
moral  growth,  political  advancement,  and  true  Chris- 
tian civilization. 

The  standing  committee  on  common  schools,  from 
the  city  council,  report  that  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
the  state,  passed  March  19,  1841,  the  trustees  and  visi- 
ters have,  during  the  last  year,  established  two  German 
English  schools,  with  five  teachers.  In  devising  a 
system  of  instruction  and  a suitable  mode  of  conduct- 
ing these  schools,  the  trustees  have  encountered  seme 
difficulties.  The  undertaking  being  entirely  uew,  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  that  embarrassments  would  pre- 
sent themselves  in  adopting  a system  on  which  these 
schools  should  be  established  and  permanently  con- 
ducted. The  plans  adopted  and  hitherto  pursued, 
are  considered  by  the  trustees  rather  as  experiments 
than  as  a system  to  be  permanently  adhered  to.  In 
these  we  find  nothing  to  condemn  and  much  to  ap- 
prove; and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  trustees  are 
pursuing  the  right  course  in  order  to  discover  the  best 
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method  of  carrying  into  effect  the  designs  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

The  trustees  have  also,  in  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  said  law,  established  three  evening-  schools 
during  the  past  year.  These  schools  are  designed 
for  the  special  benefit  of  young  men,  over  twelve 
years  of  age,  who,  by  their  occupations  through  the 
day,  are  debarred  the  privilege  of  attending  the  day 
schools.  It  is  painful  to  learn,  that  those  schools 
have  to  a great  extent  failed  of  accomplishing  the 
benevolent  designs  which  led  to  their  establishment. 
The  young  persons,  for  whose  benefit  they  were  es- 
tablished, have  generally  neglected  to  attend  them; 
and  the  committee  unite  with  the  trustees  in  recom- 
mending, that  the  evening  schools  be  hereafter  con- 
fined to  the  winter  season,  when  the  evenings  are 
longer,  and  the  labors  of  the  day  generally  less  fati- 
guing than  at  other  seasons.  They  would  also 
strongly  recommend  that  an  appeal  be  made  to  such 
young  men,  and  also  to  their  parents  and  guardians, 
urging  them  to  avail  themselves  of  these  opportuni- 
ties for  improvement,  generally  the  last  for  them, 
before  entering  upon  the  active  duties  of  life. 

The  city  is  divided  into  14  school  districts. 

The  Muskingum  improvements.  The  Zanesville 
papers  notice  the  completion  of  the  improvements  on 
the  Muskingum  river.  Steamboats  have  been  plying 
for  several  days  from  Zanesville  to  Marietta  and  Pitts- 
burgh, and  the  Gazette  states  the  departure  of  the 
Muskingum  for  Cincinnati. 

Colored  Convention  and  Colony  proposed.  On 
the  2.3d  October,  a meeting  of  colored  persons  met  at 
Warren,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  at  which  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  interest  of  colored  persons  would  be 
promoted  by  forming  a settlement  at  some  point 
where  land  is  cheap,  and  the  laws  not  oppressive. 
It  was  also  recommended  that  a convention  of  color- 
ed persons  from  Ohio  and  the  adjoining  states  be 
held  at  Massillon  on  the  1st  day  of  December  next, 
to  consult  on  the  subject. 


The  utmost  the  state  can  now  hope  from  these 
claims  is  that  the  parties,  so  long  as  they  fail  to  pay 
the  principal  of  their  debt,  should  pay  the  interest 
on  the  bonds  they  have  received.  This  will  exempt 
the  state  at  present  from  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest on,  say — 

$3,000,000 

The  dividend  received  from 
the  bank  stock,  about  8 per 
cent,  may  pay  the  interest 
on  the  bonds  contracted  for 
stock  $1,390,000 

The  amount  advanced  to  the 
state  on  the  fourth  instal- 
ment 294,000 

And  the  amount  advanced  on 
the  public  works  629,453 

2,313,453 

The  Lawrenceburg  and  Indianapolis 
rail  road  company  pays  interest  on 
the  money  they  received  221,000 

The  Madison  rail  road  company  pays 

interest  on  the  money  they  received  455,000 


INDIANA. 

Public  debt.  The  Louisville  Journal  gives  an 
interesting  account  of  the  financial  condition  of  In- 
diana, which  we  have  condensed  below. 

The  public  debt  of  the  state  exceeds  $14,000,000 
and  it  was  contracted  as  follows: 

1832,  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 

1834,  for  the  stock  to  subscribe  for 
state  bank 

1835,  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 

1835,  for  the  state  bank 

1836,  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
1836,  for  the  general  internal  improve- 
ment system 

1836,  for  the  Lawrenceburg  and  In- 
dianapolis rail  road  company 

1837,  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
1837,  for  the  general  internal  im- 
provement system 

1837,  for  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Indi- 
ana rail  road  company 

1838,  for  the  general  internal  improve- 
ment system 

1839,  for  the  Wabash  and  Eric  canal 
1839,  for  the  general  internal  improve- 
ment system 

1839,  for  the  state  bank 
1839,  for  the  state  bank,  instead  of 
fourth  instalment  of  surplus  revenue, 
which  was  to  have  been  invested 
in  bank  stock 

1839,  for  the  Indianapolis  and  Madison 
real  road  company 

1840,  for  the  amount  advanced  by  the 
state  bank  on  the  public  works 

1841,  for  the  treasury  notes  issued  to 
contractors  of  public  works 


which  deducted  from  the  total 
leaves  about  $8,000,000,  on  which  the 
otherwise  to  be  provided  for. 

Of  this  sum,  $6,500,000  is  at 
the  rate  of  at  least  5 per 
cent.  $325,000 

$1,500,000  of  treasury  notes, 

6’s.  90,000 


$5,989,453 
debt  of  the  state, 
interest  is 


$100,000 

00 

500,000 

00 

605,257 

42 

890,000 

00 

241,742 

58 

850,000 

00 

100,000 

00 

380,000 

00 

1,650,000 

00 

121,000 

00 

1,800,000 

00 

400,000 

00 

1,632,000 

00 

1,000,000 

00 

294,000 

00 

455,000 

00 

629,453 

00 

1,500,000 

00 

Making  $13,148,453  00 

to  which  must  be  added  the  bonds  hypothecated  last 
winter  for  money  to  pay  the  January  interest,  and 
forfeited,  also  the  July  interest  which  is  unpaid,  and 
the  interest  on  treasury  notes,  and  the  total  is  more 
than  $14,000,000,  exclusive  of  the  three  instalments 
of  surplus  revenue.  We  have  also  omitted  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal  scrip  issued  to  carry  on  that 
work,  now,  for  nearly  two  years,  receivable  for 
dents  due  that  fund  for  canal  lands  sold  and  for  lands 
yet  to  be  sold. 

In  negotiating  the  above  loans  moreover,  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  state  have  fallen  more  than  $3,000,000 
below  her  obligations.  This  has  resulted  from  the 
practice  of  selling  bonds  on  credit,  and  the  failure 
ot  the  purchasers  to  pay.  Upon  these  purchasers 
l«.,e  s*ate  *'as  n.ow  a claim  to  the  amount  of  about 
$■>,000,000,  which  it  is  not  expected  will  be  realized 
in  any  considerable  degree. 


$415,000 

which  is  the  sum  that  must  be  annually  raised  for 
interest  alone.  The  expenses  of  the  state  govern- 
ment are  about  $100,000  per  annum. 

The  question  now  arises,  what  has  been  done  with 
the  money  actually  derived  from  the  sale  of  the 
state  bonds.  We  answer,  it  has  been  disbursed  in 
the  construction  of  works  of  internal  improvement 
throughout  the  state,  projected  so  as  to  extend  alto- 
gether fourteen  hundred  miles. 

The  most  expensiveof  these  works  is  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal,  which  was  commenced  in  1832.  But 
in  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1835 — ’6,  the 
system  of  internal  improvement  was  adopted.  The 
bill  passed  providing  for  the  construction  of  twelve 
pnblic  works,  rail  roads,  canals,  and  turnpikes,  in 
addition  to  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  In  the  fol- 
lowing spring  they  were  commenced  simultaneously. 
Even  different  points  of  the  same  work  were  begun 
at  once.  The  estimate  for  them  all  was  about  eigh- 
teen millions — the  law  appropriated  ten. 

In  the  fall  of  1839,  the  purchasers  of  the  state 
bonds  having  failed  to  pay,  and  the  credit  of  the 
state  being  no  longer  available,  the  whole  system  of 
operations  was  paralyzed.  On  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber the  total  expenditures  amounted  to  about  seven 
millions,  and  it  was  then  estimated  that  the  total  cost 
of  the  works,  if  completed,  would  be  about  twenty- 
three  millions.  Such  was  the  undertaking  of  a state 
whose  whole  taxable  property,  at  the  time  the  sys- 
tem bill  passed,  did  not  exceed,  according  to  the  ac- 
tual returns,  more  than  forty-seven  millions,  ar.d  | 
such  was  the  result.  The  policy  of  constructing  the 
works,  and  parts  of  works  simultaneously,  was  so  j 
well  pursued,  that  no  considerable  portion  of  any 
work  was  completed  or  fit  for  use.  Twenty  miles  ; 
of  the  Madison  rail  road,  thirty  miles  of  the  White 
Water  canal,  were  the  principal  routes  of  travel 
that  had  been  made  ready — the  system  lay  in  frag- 
ments throughout  a state,  whose  vast  territory  of 
wood  land  was,  as  yet,  but  slightly  interspersed  with 
patches  of  cultivation.  There  lies  the  system  still — 
its  unfinished  excavations  and  embankments,  locks, 
culverts,  aqueducts,  and  bridges  hastening  to  ruin. 
The  income  insufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  su- 
perintendence and  repair.  The  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  may  be  ready  for  navigation  next  fall,  but 
conceding  as  much  revenue  to  the  work  as  was  de- 
rived from  similar  portions  of  the  Ohio  canal,  it 
will  not  yield  in  five  years  more  than  expenses  and 
repairs. 

In  order  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
this  debt,  a revenue  law  was  passed  last  year,  levy- 
ing a tax  of  fifty  cents  per  one  hundred  dollars  of 
taxable  property,  and  a poll  tax  of  seventy-five  cents. 
Let  us  examine  into  its  operation. 

“The  state  of  Indiana  contains  about  twenty-one 
millions  of  acres.  But  little  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions is  held  by  private  proprietors;  the  residue  chief- 
ly by  the  United  States.  There  are,  however,  only 
about  eleven  millions  as  yet  taxable;  the  land  sold  for 
the  first  five  years  not  being  subject  to  taxation.  Of 
this,  eleven  millions,  not  more  than  one-fourth  is  as  yet 
cultivated — the  rest  being  still  covered  with  the  pri- 
mitive forest.  This  estimate  of  the  proportion  of 
cleared  to  woodland  is  conjectural;  but  the  allowance 
of  the  former  is  ample.  In  some  of  the  oldest  coun- 


ties on  the  river,  it  is  computed  that  the  improved 
land  does  not  exceed  forty  per  cent.  But  allowing 
the  total  cultivated  soil  in  the  state  to  amount  to 
three  millions  of  acres,  it  will  be  seen  that  little  sur- 
plus can  be  be  produced  beyond  the  sustenance  of  the 
population.  According  to  the  late  census,  the  total 
number  of  people  in  the  state  amounts  to  nearly 
680,000.  Allowing  150,000  of  these  to  be  holders  of 
land  bought  of  congress  within  the  last  five  years 
and  consequently  exempt  from  taxation,  there  will 
remain  five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  to  derive 
their  support  from  this  three  million  of  acres  be- 
fore any  thing  can  be  applied  to  public  purposes. — 
This  is  little  more  than  five  acres  and  a half  to  eaeh 
person.  Certainly  this  is  a small  allowance.  The 
land  could  not  be  rented  for  more  than  two  dollars 
and  a half  per  acre  per  annnm,  which  would  amount 
to  less  than  fourteen  dollars  per  head.  It  is  the  la- 
bor of  about  one  person  in  five  of  this  population,  on 
its  soil,  that  sustains  the  community.  Indiana  has  no 
commercial  thoroughfares  or  large  cities,  by  which 
she  can  make  the  commerce  of  other  states  tributary, 
nor  has  she  any  manufactures  of  profit  or  conse- 
quence. She  is  even  very  inadequately  supplied  with 
capital  for  agriculture,  for  stock,  and  the  various  fa- 
cilities of  tillage.  The  total  of  her  taxable  property, 
including  land,  stock,  merchandise,  &.c.  at  the  as- 
sessment of  the  most  prosperous  times,  was  about 
one  hundred  and  seven  millions.  This  was  in  1837 
’38,  and  the  subsequent  change  has  diminished  the 
assessment  to  ninety-one  millions.  And  this  valua- 
tion of  her  property  was  made  when  that  of  Ohio 
was  not  assessed  at  as  much  by  eight  millions,  al- 
though Ohio  had  more  than  double  the  population, 
and  more  than  twice  the  age. 

It  may  seem  easy  enough  for  half  a million  of  peo- 
ple to  raise  as  many  dollars  for  taxes,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  paid  indirectly  as  duties  to  the  general  go- 
vernment. But  as  a tax  on  labor,  on  property,  or 
on  both,  the  state  and  general  government  demand 
of  Indiana,  more  in  proportion  than  is  paid  by  the 
people  of  Great  Britain;  if  we  consider  that  they  are 
assisted  by  machinery  with  the  force  of  one  hundred 
millions  of  men,  and  possess  the  accumulated  capital 
of  a thousand  years. 

In  another  aspect  of  the  subject  the  weight  of  the 
existing  burthens  will  be  better  understood. 

In  1832,  the  people  were  in  number  about  400,000, 
and  the  owners  of  only  six  millions  of  acres  of  land. 
In  eight  years  they  received  from  fo- 
reign loans,  $8,000,000 

From  three  instalments  surplus  revenue,  882,000 
State  bank  loans  over  and  above  stock 

taken,  ’ 2,000,000 

200,000  emigrants,  bringing  $20  each,  4,000,000 


$14,882,000 

Or  an  actual  income  of  nearly  $2,000,000  per  annum. 

Under  that  process  purchases  were  made,  debts 
contracted,  and  habits  formed,  which  must  now  en- 
counter the  action  of  an  order  of  things  entirely  re- 
versed. Instead  of  income,  is  outlay;  instead  of  a 
rise  of  property  and  labor,  a fall — emigration  about 
at  an  end,  and  credit  gone. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  effect  of  the  change.  It 
is  necessary  to  raise  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  taxes,’  but  the  two  million  influx  is  done.  The 
present  circulation  of  the  slate  bank,  which  is  nearly 
the  whole  circulation  of  the  state,  is  about  two  mil- 
lions and  three  quarters.  The  taxes  amount  to  nearly 
to  one-fifth  of  the  sum.  This  is  all  collected  and 
taken  to  the  seat  of  government,  causing,  whilst  ac- 
cumulating with  the  tax  payer,  the  tax  gatherer,  and 
state  treasurer,  a pernicious  contraction  of  the  cur- 
rency. The  state  bank  receives  it  and  gives  it  to 
the  government  to  pay  interest  on  bonds,  and  drafts 
on  the  sea  board,  which  are  drawn  on  shipments  of 
produce.  This,  then,  is  the  effect,  that  a surplus  of 
produce  must  be  raised  and  transported  to  the  At- 
lantic, sufficient  to  pay  the  tax  of  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  quantity  must  be 
sent  to  market  over  and  above  that  surplus  which  is 
exchanged  for  commodities.” 

But  if  a corresponding  surplus  were  produced  by 
the  whole  United  States  it  would  amount  to  tweh  e 
millions.  And  the  question  then  will  arise,  can  we 
find  a market  for  this  increased  supply?  And  if  a 
market  be  found,  will  not  the  forcing  so  large  an  in- 
creased supply  upon  it  much  lessen  the  price  of  our 
products?  If  Indiana  were  the  only  state  deeply  in- 
terested, perhaps  the  difficulty  of  providing  for  her 
wants  by  an  increased  production  of  her  staples 
would  not  be  so  great.  But  it  unfortunately  happens 
that  Illinois  and  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Kentucky  a:e 
placed  in  a precisely  similar  condition.  They  are 
all  aiming  to  increase  their  exports,  and  for  the  same 
purpose;  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  value  of  all 
their  great  staples  is  materially  diminished.  Poik 
has  fallen  to  a mere  fraction  of  its  former  value,  and 
by  increasing  its  production  it  will  fall  still  lower. 


230 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  11,  1841— THE  CONTINENRAL  ARMY. 


It  is  well  known  to  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  j 
condition  of  the  new  states  in  the  west,  that  the 
wealth  of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  in  expectancy. 
The  hardy  settler  of  Indiana  has  begun  the  world 
with  little,  and  is  looking  to  the  future  when  the  re- 
sources of  the  state  shall  be  fully  developed,  for  a 
remuneration  of  his  toils. 

When  the  fields  become  co-extensive  with  his 
power  of  tillage,  and  his  stock  co-extensive  with  the 
product  of  his  fields,  the  annual  increase,  no  longer 
susceptible  of  further  fruitfulness,  is  sold,  and  the 
per  centage  of  profit  in  after  years  falls  far  short  of 
the  rate  which  had  previously  been  produced  on 
smaller  capital,  connected  with  the  immediate  labor 
and  supervision  of  the  proprietor.  Whilst,  therefore, 
the  process  of  clearing  and  stocking  is  going  on, 
every  dollar  of  capital  is  exerting  the  most  vital  and 
prolific  energy.  Let  taxation  now  intervene  and  in- 
tercept a portion  of  this  capital — let  it  divert  a head 
of  stock  or  stalk  of  corn  from  the  great  work  of  re- 
production, and  there  is  a loss  sustained,  not  only  of 
the  market  value  of  the  commodity,  but  of  the  multi- 
plying power,  the  prospective  value  of  all  its  worth. 

A tax  that  comes  upon  a farmer  in  this  stage  of 
progression,  (and  this  is  the  present  condition  of  In- 
diana), not  only  absorbs  part  of  a scanty  possession, 
but  blights  a valuable  expectancy.  It  not  only  con- 
tracts the  present  sum  of  enjoyment,  but  blasts  the 
most  promising  harvest  of  hope.  A tax  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  year  after  year,  acting  in  this 
manner,  is  a tax  of  sterility,  paralysis  and  despair. 
It  rests  like  a shadow  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  like  a 
cloud  on  coming  time. 

Very  different  indeed  would  be  the  effect  on  a long 
settled  country.  There,  taxes  are  levied  on  the  an- 
nual surplus,  on  the  fund  set  apart  for  expenditure, 
and  operate  to  diminish  the  indulgence  of  luxury. 
The  people  of  the  old  states  are  comparatively  rich. 
Poverty  has  been  a pioneer  of  the  new.  If  a strict 
valuation  of  property  could  be  made,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  average  wealth  of  citizens  in  the  old 
states  is  more  than  double  that  of  the  new.  Taxes  in 
one  case  are  levied  on  abundance,  in  the  other  on  in- 
sufficiency. 

ILLINOIS. 

State  bonds.  We  learn  from  the  Alton  Tele- 
graph, that  Gen.  Whiteside,  fund  commissioner,  failed 
to  procure  from  the  assignees  of  Wright  & Co.  in 
London,  the  bonds  belonging  to  Illinois,  which  were 
in  their  hands  as  its  agents,  for  sale  at  the  time  of 
their  failure. 


THE  CONTINENTAL  ARMY. 


This  was  the  subject  of  the  fifth  lecture  of  the 
series  recently  delivered  by  Mr.  Sparks  before  the 
New  York  Historical  society.  We  subjoin  a sketch 
of  it: 

Mr.  Sparks  commenced  with  a brief  review  of  the 
causes  which  induced  the  colonies  to  resort  to  arms 
to  resist  the  insupportable  oppression  which  the  Bri- 
tish power  had  levied  upon  them.  The  Massachu- 
setts legislature,  then  sitting  at  Cambridge,  made  the 
first  movement,  and  that  too  within  sound  of  the 
British  cannon  at  Boston.  They  raised  a body  of 
men  called  “minute  men,”  to  be  ready  for  action  at 
a minute’s  warning.  Officers  were  appointed  to 
command  them,  and  they  received  all  necessary  sup- 
plies of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  In  Virginia  about 
the  same  time,  the  people  reorganised  their  indepen- 
dent companies  that  had  been  held  in  readiness 
against  the  Indians  and  French  during  the  late  war, 
and  made  col.  Washington  their  commander  as  field 
officer.  Patrick  Henry  was  a captain  of  one  of 
those  companies. 

Most  of  the  other  colonies  soon  after  took  mea- 
sures to  put  themselves  in  a condition  for  defence, 
and  prepared  for  a final  appeal  to  arms.  The  expe- 
rience of  those  who  had  previously  served  as  officers 
in  the  British  army,  but  who  were  now  settled  down 
in  the  colonies,  materially  assisted  theirorganization. 
After  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  colonists  flew  to 
arms  from  all  quarters.  When  the  British  troops 
found  an  asylum  in  Boston  after  their  retreat  from 
Lexington,  the  colonial  militia  concentrated  in  the 
neighboring  towns,  but  were  inefficient  for  want  of  a 
chief.  The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  passed  a 
resolve  to  raise  an  army  of  30,000  men,  from  the 
different  New  England  colonies.  Gen.  Ward  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  those  furnished  from  Massa- 
chusetts; gen.  Putnam  commanded  the  militia  of 
Connecticut,  and  gen.  Greene  those  from  Rhode  Is- 
land. The  militia  from  New  Hampshire  had  offi- 
cers of  no  higher  grade  than  colonel,  but  among 
them  was  col.  Stark,  a host  in  himself.  Gen.  Ward 
was  chosen  the  principal  commander  of  this  army. 
Most  of  the  men  were  enlisted  for  one  year;  but 
some  of  them  for  a shorter  time. 


Congress  was  at  this  time  in  session  at  Philadel- 1 
phia.  The  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  ran 
through  the  country  with  almost  incredible  speed, 
and  the  details  were  soon  laid  before  congress.  They 
immediately  resolved  to  put  the  country  in  an  atti- 
tude of  defence,  and  to  raise  an  army,  which  was 
hailed  with  joy.  The  first  step  was  to  choose  a 
commander-in-chief  who  should  unite  and  have  the 
confidence  of  all  the  colonies.  This  was  a task  of 
great  difficulty.  Both  New  England  and  Virginia 
had  great  claims  to  the  honor  of  furnishing  the  com- 
mander, and  there  were  many  strong  reasons  point- 
ing to  general  Ward,  of  the  latter,  as  the  proper 
man  to  assume  the  responsible  duties  of  the  station. 
A greater  difficulty  than  all  this,  however,  presented 
itself.  It  was  necessary  that  the  selection  should  be 
one  that  would  not  excite  the  local  jealousies  of  the 
middle  and  the  southern  colonies.  The  New  Eng- 
land delegates  in.  congress  saw  the  state  of  feeling 
which  existed,  and  with  great  magnanimity  resolved 
to  forego  their  own  claim  for  the  good  of  the 
country. 

Accordingly  John  Adams  made  a motion  in  congress 
that  the  militia  then  assembled  in  Massachusetts  be 
recognised  as  the  continental  army;  and  stated  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  propose  one  of  their  own 
body,  from  Virginia,  as  commander-in-chief.  His 
remarks  in  reference  to  this  gentleman’s  qualifica- 
tions, were  so  pointed  as  to  be  well  understood  as 
applying  to  Washington,  who  so  understood  it  him- 
self, and  immediately  withdrew  from  the  house.  The 
appointment  was  made  the  next  day,  when  Wash- 
ington was  nominated  by  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Mary- 
land, who  had  long  been  his  personal  friend.  The 
choice  was  by  ballot,  and  on  the  votes  being  count- 
ed, it  was  ascertained  that  Washington  was  unani- 
mously elected!  The  house  then  adjourned  till  next 
day,  when  notice  of  the  appointment  was  officially 
communicated  to  Washington,  by  the  president,  and 
he  signified  his  acceptance  in  a short  and  appropriate 
reply.  At  the  same  time  congress  appointed  four 
major  generals  and  five  brigadier  generals.  The 
major  generals  were  Warren,  Lee,  Schuyler  and 
Putnam. 

Mr.  Sparks,  in  speaking  at  large  of  the  characters 
and  general  qualifications  of  the  major  generals, 
said,  the  fourth  in  command  was  Putnam — another 
name  for  bravery  and  generosity — a most  excellent 
officer  to  execute  the  plan  of  others,  but  whose  de- 
fective education,  the  narrow  sphere  of  whose  habits 
of  life,  and  easy  goodnature,  rendered  him  less  fit  for 
the  chief  command  in  high  and  responsible  situations. 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  recent  attempts 
have  been  made  to  cast  reflections  on  his  bravery — 
attempts  alike  insolent  and  gratuitous.  “As  brave 
as  Putnam”  is  a proverb,  which  many  have  lisped  in 
their  infancy;  to  gainsay  it  would  be  like  gainsaying 
the  first  lesson  of  our  primers,  and  asserting  that 
Solomon  was  not  wise  and  Sampson  not  strong.  The 
career  of  Putnam  in  the  old  French  war  is  brilliant 
with  acts  of  daring  adventure  and  lofty  courage — 
danger  was  a word  unknown  in  his  vocabulary — 
never  could  it  be  taught  him  even  by  the  Indian’s 
tomahawk,  or  the  woodman’s  rifle.  (Great  ap- 
plause). The  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  was 
carried  to  him  by  a special  messenger,  who  found 
Putnam  literally  at  his  plough.  His  spirit  kindled 
instantly — the  plough  was  left  in  the  furrow — he 
changed  his  rusty  garb  for  his  old  regimentals,  and 
immediately  set  out  for  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
whose  ardor  he  greatly  enkindled.  He  remained  in 
active  service  till  towards  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  his  bodily  infirmities  compelled  him  to  retire. 
A warmer  heart — a purer  patriot — and  a braver  man 
than  Putnam  never  existed! 

The  brigadiers  were  Gates,  of  Virginia;  Montgo- 
mery, of  New  York;  Heath,  of  Massachusetts,  Sul- 
livan, of  New  Hampshire;  Greene,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. Next  to  Washington,  the  lecturer  considered 
gen.  Greene  the  first  of  all  the  officers  of  the  revo- 
lution. History  had  done  him  but  partial  justice. 

The  whole  number  of  fhajor  generals  during  the 
war  was  29,  of  brigadiers  75,  of  these  four  were  na- 
tives of  Great  Britain,  eight  of  France,  five  of  Ger- 
many and  other  foreign  countries,  and  the  remainder 
of.America.  The  general  officers  were  appointed 
by  congress,  the  colonels,  &c.  by 'the  states. 

Gen.  Washington  took  command  of  the  army  at 
Cambridge,  on  the  third  of  July,  1775.  The  Ameri- 
can army  then  numbered  about  16,000  men,  and  the 
British  army  14,000  regular  troops.  Soon,  however, 
rifle  companies  from  Pennsylvania,  first,  then  Virgi- 
nia, and  afterwards  other  colonies,  were  added  to  the 
continental  army. 

Mr.  Sparks  then  alluded  to  the  difficulties  which 
grew  cut  of  the  fact  that  the  entire  direction  of  the 
army  was  retained  by  congress,  although  they  had 
appointed  a commander-in-chief.  Their  jealousy  of 
entrusting  to  him  the  sole  direction  of  the  army  im- 
peded its  operations.  These  difficulties  were,  how- 


ever, slight  in  comparison  with  those  experienced 
on  the  reorganization  of  the  army  when  the  time  of 
enlistment  expired,  from  the  course  pursued  by  con- 
gress in  relation  thereto;  but  the  habitual  respect  en- 
tertained by  Washington  for  congress,  led  him  to  ac- 
quiesce cheerfully  in  all  their  decisions,  although 
frequently  in  opposition  to  his  own  judgment. 

Mr.  Sparks  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  purity 
and  patriotism  of  Washington’s  character  were  never 
fully  appreciated  by  congress.  The  following  re- 
markable incident  fully  illustrates  the  character  of 
that  noble  man.  It  was  a remarkable  proof  of  his 
modesty  that  the  subjoined  letter  was  never  publish- 
ed during  his  life  time,  although  copies  of  it  were 
earnestly  solicited.  A council  was  held  privately  by 
some  men  of  influence;  every  point  of  their  deplora- 
ble situation  was  discussed,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
tell  their  views,  and  hopes  and  fears  to  Washington. 
One  man,  Colonel  Nicola,  was  chosen  to  write  a let- 
ter expressive  of  their  views,  which  letter  was  to  be 
sent  to  Washington,  and  in  this  it  was  stated  that 
nothing  short  of  a monarchical  system  could  save  the 
country  from  the  anarchy  and  disasters  which  threat- 
ened it;  and  they  proposed  to  Washington  that  such 
a system  should  be  established,  and  that  he  should 
take  the  head  of  it,  with  the  power  and  title  of 
“king.”  In  carrying  out  this  plan,  they  promised 
Washington  that  he  should  have  the  support  of  the 
army  and  of  many  men  of  influence  and  power. 

Now  mark  the  reply  Washington  made  to  this. — 
Here  it  is: — 

To  Colonel  Lewis  Nicola. 

Newburg,  22 d JUay,  1782. 

Sir:  With  a mixture  of  great  surprise  and  aston- 
ishment, I have  read  with  attention  the  sentiments 
you  have  submitted  to  my  perusal.  Be  assured,  sir, 
no  occurrence  in  the  course  of  the  war  has  given  me 
more  painful  sensations,  than  your  information  of 
there  being  such  ideas  existing  in  the  army,  as  you 
have  expressed,  and  which  I must  view  with  abhor- 
rence and  reprehend  with  severity.  For  the  present, 
the  communication  of  them  will  rest  in  my  own  bo- 
som, unless  some  further  agitation  of  the  matter 
shall  make  a disclosure  necessary. 

I am  much  at  a loss  to  conceive  what  part  of  my 
conduct  could  have  given  encouragement  to  an  ad- 
dress, which  to  me  seems  big  with  the  greatest  mis- 
chiefs that  can  befall  my  country.  If  I am  not  deceiv- 
ed in  the  knowledge  of  myself,  you  could  not  have 
found  a person  to  whom  your  schemes  are  more  disa- 
greeable. 

At  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings, 
I must  add,  that  no  man  possesses  a more  sincere 
wish  to  see  ample  justice  done  to  the  army  than  I 
do;  and,  as  far  as  my  powers  and  influence,  in  a con- 
stitutional way,  extend,  they  shall  be  employed  to 
the  utmost  of  my  abilities  to  effect  it,  should  there 
be  any  occasion.  Let  me  conjure  you  then,  if  you 
have  any  regard  for  your  country,  concern  for  your- 
self or  posterity,  or  respect  for  me,  to  banish  these 
thoughts  from  your  mind,  and  never  communicate, 
as  from  yourself  or  any  one  else,  a sentiment  of  the 
like  nature.  I am  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

This  remarkable  letter  is  a transcript  from  the  first 
draft  in  Washington’s  hand  writing.  The  following 
certificate  is  appended  to  it,  and  is  also  in  the  same 
hand  writing,  except  the  signatures,  which  are  au- 
tographs of  the  signer. 

“The  foregoing  is  an  exact  copy  of  a letter  which 
we  sealed  and  sent  off  to  Colonel  Nicola;  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  writer  of  it. 

“D.  HUMPHREYS,  A.  D.  C. 

“JONATHAN  TRUMBULL,  jr.  sec'y." 

The  jealousy  of  congress  was  also  manifested  in 
authorising  Washington  to  raise  such  an  army  as  he 
thought  proper,  provided  it  did  not  exceed  20,000 
men.  A motion  was  also  made  to  limit  the  standing 
army  to  5,000  men.  Washington  remarked  that  he 
would  cheerfully  support  this  measure,  provided  a 
law  was  passed  saying  that  the  country  should  never 
be  invaded  by  more  than  3,000  men. 

The  lecturer  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston, 
and  of  the  retreat  through  New  Jersey,  where  the 
army  had  dwindled  down  to  3,000.  Congress  was 
aroused  to  the  necessity  of  greater  exertion,  and  de- 
termined to  raise  a new  army,  consisting  of  88  bat- 
talions, apportioned  among  the  different  colonies. 
The  mode  of  enlistment  was  also  noticed — the  em- 
barrassment which  arose  from  enlisting  some  for  the 
war  and  others  for  a period  of  three  years,  and  the 
unfavorable  effect  of  the  large  bounties  offered  to  re- 
cruits. The  average  number  of  the  army  was  40,000, 
and  the  largest  number  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Washington,  15,000. 

Mr.  Sparks  then  adverted  to  the  complaints  made 
by  the  officers  of  the  army — of  their  pecuniary  dis- 
tresses— the  inadequacy  of  their  pay — and  to  the  suc- 
cessful exertions  made  by  their  commander  to  pro- 
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cure  for  them  from  congress,  a pension  for  life.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  howevei’,  five  years’  full  pay 
was  substituted  for  the  above.  The  lecturer,  after 
speaking  of  the  manifold  privations  of  the  army,  and 
instituting  a contrast  between  their  condition  and 
that  of  the  British  troops,  closed  with  an  eloquent 
tribute  to  the  patriotism  and  talents  of  Washington. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 


MR.  GRANGER’S  REMARKS. 

Abstract  of  Mr  Granger’s  remarks  at  the  Young 
Men’s  whig  convention  in  western  New  York: 

Mr.  Granger  commenced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  he  had  never  before,  in  addressing  his  fellow 
citizens,  felt  called  on  to  speak  of  himself — but  on 
that  occasion  he  felt  bound  to  do  so.  He  then  took  a 
rapid  glance  of  the  formation  of  the  cabinet  under 
General  Harrison,  and  portrayed  the  character  of 
that  lamented  patriot.  After  dwelling  for  a short 
time  upon  the  death  of  President  Harrison,  and  the 
accession  of  his  successor,  Mr.  G.  entered  upon  a 
short  history  of  the  legislation  of  congress,  the  action 
of  the  executive,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  a dis- 
solution of  the  cabinet.  He  referred  to  the  passage 
of  the  land  bill,  as  an  act  of  long  deferred  justice  to 
the  states — to  the  bankrupt  act  as  one  which  would 
bring  relief  to  thousands  of  the  unfortunate — to  the 
revenue  bill  as  one  due  to  the  wants  and  interests  of 
the  country.  Mr.  G.  then  went  on  to  state  that  no 
one  subject  had  engaged  so  much  of  the  public  at- 
tention, or  had  been  so  emphatically  sealed  with  pub- 
lic reprobation,  as  the  sub-treasury  plan.  That  plan 
had  been  repealed  amongst  the  first  acts  of  the  pre- 
sent congress,  and  its  repeal  implied  an  obligation 
upon  the  whig  party  to  provide  a substitute — that  a 
bank  bill  had  been  passed  by  congress,  and  arrested 
by  the  action  of  the  president. 

Much  as  he  deprecated  the  use  of  the  veto  power, 
such  were  some  of  the  features  of  that  bill  that  al- 
though he  did  most  deeply  regret  that  the  executive 
sanction  was  withheld  from  it,  he  did  not  feel  that 
the  president  should  be  harshly  censured  for  return-  | 
ing  it  to  congress  with  his  objections.  A second  bill 
was  formed  which  it  was  supposed  would  fully  meet  I 
his  wishes.  Indeed  the  public  had  been  informed  I 
by  high  authority,  which  remains  uncontradicted, 
that  the  second  bank  bill  was  presented  to  congress 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president  to  its  details. 
That  bill  was  passed,  and  its  fate  was  known  to  our 
people.  Congress  was  about  to  adjourn;  the  sub- 
treasury repealed,  and  the  substitute  otfered  by  con- 
gress defeated  by  the  executive.  The  purse  and  sword 
were  still  united  in  the  power  where  the  whig  party- 
had  declared  they  should  not  remain.  Here  was  suf- 
ficient cause  for  the  withdrawal  of  members  from  the 
whig  cabinet — it  was  well  known  that  four  of  them 
did  withdraw. 

But  there  were  other  additional  reasons  which  Mr. 
G.  said  he  would  frankly  state. 

The  contest  of  last  year  had  not  been  waged  upon 
these  legislative  questions  only. 

It  had  been  boldly  declared,  and  by  himself  amongst 
others,  that  long  continued  power  in  the  hands  of  our 
adversaries,  had  led  to  corruption  among  the  office- 
holders, and  to  a most  dangerous  interference  on  their 

Eart  in  our  political  elections.  Not  that  every  office- 
older  was  corrupt,  but  the  different  departments  of 
government  patronage  and  expenditures,  required  a 
general  purification.  The  revolution  of  last  year  was 
not  accomplished  merely'  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
the  executive  officers  at  Washington  in  snug  and  com- 
fortable places,  while  the  horde  of  office  holders 
throughout  the  country  remained  undisturbed.  Their 
removal  was  as  much  desired  by  the  people  as  was 
the  change  in  the  highest  officers  of  the  government. 
So  perfectly  was  this  understood,  that  it  was  due  to 
our  adversaries  to  say,  that  they  did  not  complain 
when  removed,  and  justly  laughed  at  us  when  we 
permitted  them  to  remain. 

Many  removals  and  appointments  were  made  dur- 
ing the  congressional  recess  and  before  the  death  of 
Gen.  Harrison,  which  were  afterwards  sent  to  the 
senate  for  confirmation,  but  since  that  period  very 
few  had  been  disturbed.  The  president  had  seen  fit 
to  retain  in  power  almost  the  entire  force  of  the  In- 
dian department  throughout  the  country,  although 
the  whig  party  had  been  loud  in  their  assertions  of 
corruption  and  fraud  in  the  enormous  expenditures 
there.  Custom  house  officers  were  retained  who 
were  known  to  have  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
political  struggle  against  us.  All  the  most  valuable 
offices  of  the  post  office  department  were  under  the 
control  of  the  president,  who  had  permitted  but  few 
changes.  Under  this  state  of  things  Mr.  Granger 
had  been  forced  to  consider  his  duty  to  the  principles 
he  advocated  and  to  himself  personally.  After  the 
deepest  reflection  he  could  not  doubt.  He  felt  that 
if  the  executive  power  should  continue  to  thwart  the 


will  of  the  people,  as  expressed  through  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  through  their  representatives  in  congress; 
if  bold  political  partizans  were  permitted  to  retain 
the  places  they  had  so  long  abused,  to  trample  down 
whig  principles,  and  if,  after  all  this  he  remained  in 
office,  the  whigs  throughout  the  nation — aye,  the 
whigs  of  Old  Ontario,  by  whose  partiality  he  had 
been  so  often  sustained,  would  believe  that  for  the 
enjoyment  of  office  he  had  bartered  his  and  their 
principles,  and  that  “Frank  Granger  was  not  the  man 
they  took  him  to  be.” 

Although  fully  convinced  of  the  course  it  was  his 
duty  to  pursue,  Mr-  G.  said  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  act  without  the  advice  of  the  whig  delegation  from 
this  state,  who  gave  their  unanimous  approval  of  his 
determination.  Then  he  did  resign,  ready  to  go  into 
the  ranks,  to  sustain  the  whig  party.  Mr.  Granger 
said  that  here  he  had  a single  word  to  say  as  much 
in  justice  to  another  as  himself.  It  has  been  insinu- 
ated in  public  prints,  and  circulated  in  secret  whis- 
pers, that  the  member  of  congress  of  this  district  had 
received  his  nomination  with  an  understanding  with 
Mr.  Granger  that,  in  a contingency  like  that  which 
has  arisen,  his  place  was  to  be  surrendered.  This  was 
a miserable  calumny,  without  the  slightest  shadow  of 
truth.  He  (Mr.  Granger)  had  never  heard  Mr.  Grieg 
named  as  a candidate  until  informed  of  his  nomina- 
tion. He  need  not  say  how  well  the  trust  confided 
to  him  had  been  executed.  But  he  would  say,  injus- 
tice to  his  own  feelings,  that,  during  the  whole  of  the 
delicate  and  perplexing  responsibilities  growing  out 
of  his  position  in  the  government,  and  the  surrender 
of  his  place,  the  constant  counsel  and  advice  of  that 
gentleman  had  been  most  useful  to  him.  Mr.  G.  said 
that,  on  his  return,  he  met  at  Albany  Mr.  Greig’s 
letter  of  resignation,  which  had  been  followed,  by  the 
representatives  of  the  whigs  of  Ontario,  by  a nomi- 
nation more  grateful  to  his  feelings  than  any  other 
occurrence  of  his  political  life. 

Mr.  Granger  then  reviewed  the  position  of  the 
whig  party  of  the  nation,  and  particularly  of  this 
state.  He  said  that  our  enemies  had  supposed  that 
those  who  differed  from  the  president  were  to  wage 
war  upon  him,  and  thus  produce  a breach  in  our  ranks. 
The  proceedings  of  the  state  convention  recently  held 
at  Syracuse  had  dispelled  that  illusion,  and  put  mat- 
ters upon  the  right  ground. 

Should  the  present  administration  carry  out  whig 
principles,  it  was  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  whig 
party,  and  from  no  one  would  such  a course  receive 
a more  hearty  support  than  from  him  (Mr.  G.)  where- 
ever  he  might  be  placed.  There  were  some  tew  in- 
dications that  improper  officers  would  be  reformed. 
He  trusted  the  president  would  continue  these  re- 
forms, in  which  it  was  the  duty  of  good  whigs  to  sus- 
tain him. 

MR.  BELL,  OF  TENNESSEE. 

In  pursuance  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
adopted  at  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Nashville  and  Da- 
vidson county,  on  the  9th  instant,  preparatory  to  ten- 
dering a public  dinner  to  and  making  suitable  ar- 
rangements for  the  reception  of  the  hon.  John  Bell, 
the  committee  of  invitation  and  correspondence,  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman,  addressed  him  a letter  on 
Saturday  last,  which,  with  his  reply,  will  be  found 
below.  The  hour  at  which  Mr.  Bell  arrived  at  home 
(about  daylight  on  Saturday  morning)  prevented  the 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  from  carrying 
into  effect  the  arrangements  contemplated  for  his  re- 
ception. [Banner. 

Nashville , November  20,  1841. 

Dear  Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  a 
public  meeting  of  your  fellow  citizens  of  Nashville 
and  Davidson  county,  herewith  communicated,  we 
have  the  honor,  on  their  behalf  and  in  their  name,  to 
tender  you  the  assurance  of  a hearty  welcome  to 
your  home,  and  the  compliment  of  a public  dinner,  to 
be  given  in  this  city,  at  such  time  as  will  best  suit 
your  convenience. 

Referring  to  the  preamble  annexed,  as  expressive 
of  the  feelings  of  your  old  friends  and  constituents  on 
the  political  events  of  the  last  few  months,  as  well  as 
of  the  sentiments  of  unabated  confidence  and  person- 
al regard  which  they  entertain  for  your  integrity  and 
worth,  we  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves, 
your  obedient  servants. 

[Signed  by  S.  V.  D.  Stout,  Thos.  Washington,  J. 
P.  Clark,  G.  M.  Fogg,  C.  C.  Norvell,  John 
Trimble,  A.  V.  S.  Lindsley,  W.  O.  Harris,  com- 
mittee. 

Hon  John  Beel. 

Nashville,  November  22,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the 
20th  inst.  in  which  you,  in  behalf  of  the  whigs  of 
Nashville  and  of  Davidson  county,  tender  me  the  ho- 
nor of  a public  dinner,  as  a testimony  of  their  una- 
bated confidence  and  esteem. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  attending  my  return 
home,  this  public  manifestation  of  the  undiminished 


attachment  of  so  many  of  my  earliest  and  most  tried 
friends  affords  me  the  most  sincere  gratification. — 
The  particular  reasons  assigned  in  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  invita- 
tion, for  the  tender  of  this  evidence  of  their  regard  at 
this  time,  and  the  delicate  and  flattering  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  communicated,  would  inspire 
a still  deeper  sense  of  gratitude  on  my  part,  if  that 
were  possible. 

I cannot  be  mistaken  as  to  the  motives  and  feelings 
which  prompt  those  zealous  and  devoted  friends,  who 
desire  to  welcome  my  return  among  them  by  tender- 
ing me  all  the  honors  in  their  power  to  bestow.  Their 
generous  sympathies  have  been  awakened  by  the  re- 
flection of  my  long  and  ardent  services  and  the  sud- 
den reverse  in  my  fortune  which,  from  a high  and  a 
respectable  public  station,  dooms  me  to  the  seclusion 
and  obscurity  of  private  life.  Their  generous  senti- 
ments and  conduct  upon  this  occasion  affect  me  ex- 
tremely. I reciprocate,  with  all  my  heart,  the  warmth 
and  cordiality  of  their  attachment  and  respect;  but  I 
beg  through  you  to  assure  those  whom  you  represent, 
and  who  have  shown  so  true  a friendship  in  this  cri- 
tical period  of  my  career,  that  during  the  whole  term 
of  my  public  service  I never  ceased  to  bear  in  mind 
those  vicissitudes  and  reverses  which  it  is  the  lot  of 
few  to  escape  who  devote  themselves  to  public  af- 
fairs; nor  am  I at  all  surprised  at,  or  unprepared  for, 
that  which  awaits  me  at  present.  My  friends  know 
that  the  prospect  of  reverses  did  not  cause  me  to  hesi- 
tate in  my  course  when,  with  a handful  of  devoted 
companions,  I rallied  to  the  standard  of  opposition  in 
the  palmiest  days  of  Jackson’s  power;  nor  did  the  pros- 
pect of  exclusion  from  any  public  station  in  future 
deter  me  from  my  purpose  of  retiring  from  the  one  I 
recently  held  when  I could  no  longer  do  effective  or 
honorable  service  by  continuing  in  it.  In  resigning 
office,  whatever  expectations  were  indulged  by  the 
friends  then  around  me,  I did  not  make  the  slightest 
calculation  upon  being  continued  in  the  public  service 
in  a different  branch  of  the  government,  and  I so  as- 
sured them  at  the  time.  I need  not  trouble  you  with 
the  reasons  for  that  conclusion.  It  will  be  sufficient 
upon  this  point  to  state,  that  I was  then  able,  as  I 
trust  I shall  always  be,  to  look  with  composure  upon 
whatever  lot  or  condition  may  be  imposed  upon  me 
in  a career  of  honorable  ambition,  whether  by  my 
friends  or  opponents.  Without  pretending  indiffer- 
ence to  the  honors  and  distinction  of  public  station,  I 
can  truly  say  that  I return  to  the  bosom  of  private  life 
without  regret— not  disonalihc'b  T — r—  -f’ 

pursuits  or  ns  pleasures  by  habits  contracted  in  pub- 
lic employments.  Within  that  humbler  sphere,  I am 
convinced,  (here  i%  ample  scope  and  verge  for  the 
exercise  of  every  faculty  of  the  mind,  and  the  full 
gratification  of  regulated  ambition. 

I submit  with  cheerfulness  to  the  distribution  of  the 
vacant  posts  of  honor  and  trust  which  it  is  now  un- 
derstood the  whigs  of  the  legislature  decreed  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  if  there  should  be  any 
election.  For  the  two  gentlemen  who,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  have  been  thought  most  deserving  of 
this  distinguished  testimony  of  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  state  and  of  the  whig  party,  and  for 
every  member  of  the  party,  I wish  increase  of  days 
and  of  honors  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  the  faith- 
ful champions  of  whig  principles  and  policy. 

I shall  be  happy  if,  by  my  humble  example  in 
yielding  a ready  acquiescence  in  a decision  which 
will  very  probably  close  my  political  career,  I can 
contribute  any  thing  to  moderate  the  rage  of  disap- 
pointed expectants,  and  abate  those  rankling  jealou- 
sies and  hates  springing  from  rival  pretensions  in  the 
whig  ranks,  which  have  already  resulted  in  the  open 
defection  of  some  of  the  leaders,  and  brought  the 
whole  whig  party,  with  all  the  great  interests  con- 
nected with  it,  to  the  very  brink  of  destruction. 

I envy  neither  the  honor  nor  the  responsibility  of 
those  who,  at  such  times,  are  the  choice  of  their  par- 
ty to  fill  the  high  stations  in  their  gift,  and  to  lead  the 
van  in  the  great  battle  which  is  to  be  fought  over 
again,  before  the  objects  for  which  we  have  been  so 
long  contending  can  be  secured  and  settled  upon  a 
permanent  foundation.  For  the  sake  of  the  country 
and  the  great  interests  at  stake,  I earnestly  trust  that 
they  will  be  able  to  bear  the  whig  banner  trium- 
phantly through  the  perils  which  now  encompass  it. 
Great  as  these  perils  are,  however,  I see  nothing  to 
bring  despair.  They  are  not  greater  or  more  formi- 
dable than  the  whigs  of  Tennessee  have  heretofore 
encountered  and  overcome. 

I trust  I may  ask  of  my  friends,  and  of  the  party 
which  I have  so  long  served,  that  I may  avail  myself 
of  this  occasion  to  say  that  I have  been  assured,  from 
various  respectable  sources,  that  the  preference  given 
to  two  other  gentlemen  for  the  vacancies  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  at  a time  and  under  cir- 
cumstances which  very  naturally  led  to  a general  ex- 
pectation among  the  whigs  of  other  sections  of  the 
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union  that  I would  be  chosen  to  fill  one  of  them,  was 
not  intended  as  a censure  or  disapproval  of  my  course 
in  a recent  and  very  critical  emergency,  nor  the  re- 
sult of  any  distrust  among  the  whigs  of  the  state  ge- 
nerally of  my  devotion  to  the  principles  I have  so  long 
advocated  and  sustained.  This  has  not  been  made 
known  to  the  public  through  any  channel,  so  far  as  I 
know;  yet  I think  it  but  sheer  justice  to  me  that  it 
should  be  done;  and  I beg  pardon  for  what  may  seem 
to  be  an  act  of  indelicacy  in  me,  in  alluding,  in  this 
correspondence,  to  a matter  so  exclusively  personal 
in  its  nature. 

Pleased  with  this  opportunity  of  saying  so  much  in 
regard  to  some  points  upon  which  I had  not  foreseen 
that  I could  find  any  suitable  occasion  to  express  my 
sentiments;  and  feeling  as  highly  gratified  and  com- 
plimented by  the  tender  of  a public  dinner,  and  espe- 
cially by  the  strong  assurances  of  unabated  attach- 
ment and  confidence  with  which  it  has  been  accom- 
panied, as  I could  possibly  be  by  the  dinner  itself,  I 
respectfully  decline  it.  I flatter  myself  that  my 
friends  will  perceive  in  this  course  no  evidence  either 
of  indifference  to  their  wishes  or  to  any  public  inte- 
rests connected  with  such  a demonstration  of  feeling 
and  sentiment  at  this  particular  juncture.  It  would 
give  me  much  pleasure  to  meet  my  old  friends  at  the 
festive  board,  and  to  communicate  freely  with  them 
upon  all  the  subjects  which  excite  attention  at  the 
present  time;  but  as  I am  about  to  become  a neighbor 
constantly  resident  among  them,  I hope  to  enjoy  that 
pleasure  frequently,  in  a more  private  though  not  less 
agreeable  manner. 

I beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  kind  and  obliging  manner  in 
which  you  have  executed  the  intention  of  those  in 
whose  behalf  you  act. 

Be  assured,  also,  of  the  sincere  regard  I enterta;n 
for  you  individually.  JOHN  BELL. 

HARRISBURG  CONVENTION. 

B The  history  of  the  nominations  of  Ex-President 
Plarrison  and  Vice  President  Tyler,  may  to  some  ex- 
tent be  collected  from  the  following  articles: 

From  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquier. 

When  the  representatives  of  the  whig  party  as- 
sembled at  Harrisburg  in  December,  1839,  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  president  and  vice  president,  John 
Tyler  appeared  as  one  of  the  whig  delegates  from 
Virginia.  He  avowed  from  the  assembling  of  the 
“»«an±inn  nu  nrefereuce  for  Mr.  Clay  over  all  the 
other  candidates;  was  very  active  m PW^nmiS  nia 
name  prominently  to  the  convention,  and  in  conver- 
sation with  certain  delegates  from  this  state  assigned 
as  a conclusive  reason  why  Mr.  Clay  should  be  nomi- 
nated, that  his  principles  were  so  much  better  under- 
stood than  those  of  either  General  Harrisqp  Or  Ge- 
neral Scott.  “We  know,”  said  he,  “Air.  Clay’s  prin- 
ciples— they  are  known  to  the  country  at  large the 

people  know  and  are  familiar  with  them — while  if 
we  take  either  of  the  other  gentlemen  for  our  candi- 
date, we  are  compelled  to  rely  upon  their  professions. 
Not  so  with  Mr.  Clay.  His  whole  life  has  been  devot- 
ed to  his  principles.” 

When  Gen.  Harrison  was  nominated,  Air.  John 
Tyler  took  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Clay  so  much  to  heart, 
that  he  actually  shed  tears  over  the  result;  and  this 
being  known  to  Mr.  Clay’s  ardent  and  devoted  friends 
from  North  Carolina,  it  greatly  endeared  Mr.  Tyler 
to  that  delegation.  Now  mark  the  consequences  of 
this  apparent  devotion  to  Mr.  Clay. 

General  Harrison  having  received  the  nomination 
for  the  presidency,  a committee  was  appointed  to 
select  a proper  person  for  the  yicq  presidency.  This 
committee  very  promptly  brought  forward  the  name 
of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  late  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States.  The  Kentucky  delegation  v/as  wail- 
ed upon  and  apprised  of  their  intention  to  name  Mr. 
Crittenden  to  the  convention  as  vice  president.  To 
this,  General  Metcalf  and  his  associates  promptly  de- 
murred. They  looked  upon  it  as  a peace  offering  for 
having  rejected  Mr.  Clay’s  claims;  and  in  the  name 
of  Kentucky  refused  any  other  honor  than  that  of 
supporting  the  nominees  of  the  convention.  The 
committee  then  fixed  upon  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee 
and  waited  upon  the  Tennessee  delegation  to  <dve 
the  nomination  their  approval.  Here  again  they  met 
with  a respectful,  but  firm  refusal  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
position. ^ 

From  the  first,  they  had  perceived  the  indelicacy 
and  absolute  impropriety  of  nominating  one  of  their 
own  body;  but  the  admitted  talents,  high  standing 
and  elevated  patriotism  of  Willie  P.  Maiwum  of 
North  Carolina,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  unanimously  tendered  him  the  no- 
mination. He  assured  them  that  he  looked  upon  a 
nomination  equivalent  to  an  election;  and  that  he 
would  have  deemed  it  the  proudest  and  happiest 
moment  of  his  life,  to  have  been  in  a situation  where 
he  might  without  violating  in  his  estimation,  every 


feeling  of  proprieiy  and  delicacy,  have  accepted  the 
nomination.  But  unfortunately  he  was  a member  of 
the  convention;  and  therefore,  could  not  and  would 
not  accept  of  it. 

The  committee  endeavored  to  persuade  him  to 
change  his  determination,  but  without  success.  They 
then  applied  to  his  colleagues  from  North  Carolina 
to  aid  them;  but  they,  too,  were  unsuccessful;  and 
the  committee  finally  left  them  saying,  “we  indulge 
the  hope  that  you  will  succeed  in  inducing  Mr.  Alan- 
gum  to  change  his  determination;  but  if  not,  we 
commit  to  you,  the  delegation  from  North  Carolina, 
and  the  devoted  friends  of  Henry  Clay,  the  selection 
of  a suitable  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency.  Mr. 
Mangum  adhered  to  his  decision  that  he  could  not 
without  a gross  violation  of  delicacy  and  propriety, 
accept  the  profferred  and  much  desired  nomination; 
and  his  colleagues,  having  in  mind  the  devotion  of 
John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  to  the,  principles  of  Henry 
Clay — his  zealous  and  untiring  efforts  to  procure  his 
nomination  for  the  presidency — proposed  him  to  the 
committee  as  a suitable  candidate  for  vice  presidency!! 
The  committee  accepted  the  substitute  thus  offered 
to  them;  and  although  every  delegate  from  Virginia 
voted  against  his  name  being  placed  upon  the  whig 
ticket,  the  convention,  having  a vivid  recollection  of 
his  avowed  devotion  to  the  principles  of  Henry  Clay, 
very  cheerfully  placed  his  name  on  the  same  ticket 
with  that  of  the  venerated  Harrison. 

A letter  from  MR.  Leigh.  To  the  editors  of  the 
Richmond  Whig.  Gentlemen:  In  an  editorial  arti- 
cle published  in  your  paper  of  the  1st  instant,  it  is 
stated  that — 

“So  far  from  Mr.  Tyler  having  been  selected  at 
Harrisburg  ‘in  obedience  to  the  popular  will,’  he  had 
scarcely  been  thought  of  for  the  nomination.  Air. 
Tallmadge  was  the  universal  choice  of  the  whig 
party,  and  had  he  consented  to  accept,  would  have 
received  the  unanimous  nomination  of  that  enlight- 
ened convention.  Next  to  Air.  Tallmadge,  Air. 
Leigh  was  the  choice  of  the  Harrisburg  convention, 
and  had  not  his  honorable  but  overstrained  scruples 
of  delicacy  interposed,  Air.  Leigh  would  have  been 
unanimously  nominated,  and  would  now  have  been 
president  of  the  United  States.  ( By  the  way,  we  have 
not  yet  forgiven  him  for  suffering  a mere  phantasy  to  mar 
the  public  happiness,  and  to  impose  upon  us  such  an  abor- 
tion of  a president  as  John  Tyler). 

“We  are  dealing  in  history,  not  in  fiction.  Mr. 
Leigh  having  declined,  for  the  refined  scruple  that  to 
accept  uie  nomination  Lom  a body  of  which  he  was 
a member  might  be  imputed  as  procuring  his  own 
nomination,  Gov.  Owen,  of  North  Carolina,  then 
suggested  Mr.  Tyler,  for  the  sole  reason  that  his 
name  had  been  on  the  AVhite  ticket  in  1836,  and  had 
thus  been  heard  of  in  the  south  and  southwest.  No 
other  name  was  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Tyler  was  ac- 
cepted as  an  alternative,  not  a choice.  In  fact,  no- 
body thought  about  the  office  as  of  any  importance, 
or  cared  much  who  filled  it.  We  guess  they  will  be 
more  peticler  .another  time.  In  Virginia,  where  he  L 
best  known,  Tyler  was  so  entirely  obnoxious,  from 
his  conduct  at  the  senatorial  election  in  1839,  that 
no  body  of  whigs  would  have  trusted  him  for  any 
place;  and  the  proof  of  the  fact  is,  that  the  Virgin- 
ia delegation  at  Harrisburg  refused  to  vote  for  him 
to  a man,  concealing  their  motives,  however,  under 
the  plea  of  delicacy!  We  said  above  that  we  are  deal- 
ing in  histoi'y,  not  in  fiction .” 

From  whatever  source  you  have  derived  the  in- 
formation on  which  you  have  founded  this  statement, 
I must  request  you  to  let  your  readers  know  that  you 
derived  no  part  of  it  from  me;  and  as,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  publication,  my  silence  might  be 
regarded  as  a confirmation  of  the  statement,  1 must 
say  further  that  the  information  you  have  received  is 
erroneous  in  respect  both  to  Air.  Tyler  and  to  me. 

It  is  ray  belief  that  after  Gen.  Harrison  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  presidency,  Mr.  Tyler  rocs  the  choice  of 
a majority  of  the  Harrisburg  convention  for  the  vice 
presidency,  and  I am  quite  sure  that  I was  not — as 
sure  as  I can  be  of  any  thing  which  depends  on  the 
evidence  of  facts  passing  under  my  own  eyes.  A 
succinct  account  of  the  transaction  will  render  this 
plain. 

The  convention  met,  and  was  organised  on  Wed- 
nesday morning.  A resolution  was  adopted,  after 
some  debate,  that  a general  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed, to  consist  of  committees  to  be  appointed  by 
the  respective  delegations  from  the  several  states,  to 
collect  the  votes  of  the  several  delegations  for  the 
nomination  of  fit  persons  for  the  office  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States — each  dele- 
gation to  give  the  same  number  of  votes  in  making 
the  nominations  as  the  state  it  represented  was  enti- 
tled to  electoral  votes  in  the  election — and  whenever 
any  one  person  should  have  a majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  such  votes,  the  nomination  to  be  reported 
to  the  convention. 


The  several  delegations  appointed  their  commit- 
tees to  compose  the  general  committee,  on  the  same 
evening,  or  early  Thursday  morning.  The  delega- 
tion from  Virginia  appointed  me  alone  to  act  as  the 
committee  on  its  part;  all  the  other  delegations  ap- 
pointed three  members,  except  one  or  two  which 
had  not  as  many  as  three  delegates  in  attendance. 

The  general  committee  met  early  Thursday  morn- 
ing, and  appointed  Gov.  Owen,  of  North  Carolina,  its 
chairman,  and  Air.  Bacon,  of  Connecticut,  secretary. 

The  first  step  of  the  general  committee  was  to 
collect,  through  the  agency  of  the  particular  com- 
mittees of  which  it  was  composed,  the  sense  of  the 
individual  members  of  the  convention  as  to  the  no- 
mination for  the  presidency.  It  appeared  that  there 
was  a plurality  of  the  individual  votes  for  Air.  Clay, 
but  not  a majority  of  the  whole.  The  other  votes 
were  divided  between  Gen.  Harrison  and  Gen.  Scott. 

The  general  committee  next  proceeded  to  collect 
the  votes  of  the  delegations  for  the  nomination  for 
the  presidency.  It  appeared  that  there  was  a plura- 
lity of  them,  but  not  a majority  of  the  whole  for  Air. 
Clay,  the  other  votes  being  divided  between  General 
Harrison  and  General  Scott.  The  voting  for  the 
nomination  of  president  continned  all  day  Thursday 
and  Friday,  without  any  other  intermission  than  what 
was  necessary  to  enable  the  particular  committees 
to  report  the  result  of  each  vote  to  their  respective 
delegations.  On  Friday  night,  a majority  of  the 
electoral  votes  were  cast  for  the  nomination  of  Gen. 
Harrison.  Upon  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  ge- 
neral committee  should  meet  again  next  morning, 
and  that  the  particular  committees  should  then  come 
prepared  to  cast  the  votes  of  their  respective  dele- 
gations for  the  nomination  of  the  vice  president. — 
And  then  the  committee  rose  and  reported  to  the 
convention  the  nomination  of  General  Harrison  for 
the  presidency.  This  was  done  about  eleven  o’clock 
Friday  night. 

During  all  the  time  the  general  committee  was 
thus  collecting  the  votes  for  the  nomination  of  the 
president,  little  or  nothing  was  publicly  said,  in  that 
committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  vice  president,  except 
only  that  it  was  understood  to  be  the  unanimous  sen- 
timent of  them  all,  that  if  Mr.  Clay  should  be  no- 
minated for  president,  the  vice  president  should  be 
selected  from  a non-s'aveholding  state,  and  if  Gen. 
Harrison  or  General  Scott  should  be  nominated  for 
the  presidency,  some  gentleman  from  a slaveholding 
state  should  be  nominated  for  vice  president. 

From  private  conversation  with  the  members  of 
the  general  committee,  I thought  that  Air.  Tyler 
would  be  the  choice  of  a majority  of  those  who  com- 
posed that  committee  for  vice  president,  in  case 
General  Harrison  or  General  Scott  should  be  nomi- 
nated for  the  presidency.  And  I mentioned  to  the 
Virginia  delegation  that  that  v/as  my  impression  as  to 
the  sentiment  of  the  general  committee.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  present  and  disclaimed  all  wish  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Governor  Owen  told  me  privately  that  he 
thought  the  nomination  of  Air.  Tyler  would  be  ju- 
dicious, and  particularly  that  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  whigs  of  North  Carolina,  because  he  had  been 
run  on  the  ticket  with  judge  White  at  the  previous 
election,  and  had  thus  become  known  to  them,  and 
they  had  formed  favorable  sentiments  of  him,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  said  the  same  thing  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee;  but  he  never,  to  my  know- 
ledge, publicly  suggested  the  nomination  of  Air.  Tyler. 

What  passed  among  the  members  of  the  conven- 
tion who  were  not  members  of  the  general  commit- 
tee, touching  the  nomination  for  the  vice  presidency, 
I knew  not  then,  nor  do  I now  know.  No  one  in- 
formed me.  I was  so  constantly  in  the  general 
committee  that  I had  hardly  any  opportunity  for 
intercourse  or  conversation  with  the  other  members 
of  the  convention,  except  those  of  the  Virginia  de- 
legation; and  but  one  of  them  said  any  thing  to  me, 
(so  far  as  I remember),  on  the  subject,  and  he 
only  expressed  his  strong  disapprobation  of  the  no- 
mination of  Air.  Tyler,  not  his  preference  for  any 
other.  I am  certain  that  no  suggestion  was  made  to 
me,  or  made  known  to  me,  and  that  I had  not  the 
least  reason  to  believe  that  any  member  of  the  con- 
vention had  thought  of  nominating  me  for  the  vice 
presidency  til)  the  general  committee  met  on  Satur- 
day morning,  the  last  day  of  the  convention. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  all  the  particular  com- 
mittees were  expected  to  come  prepared  at  that 
meeting,  with  instructions  from  their  respective  de- 
legations to  cast  their  votes  for  the  nomination  of  the 
vice  president.  1 have  no  doubt  that  every  one  of 
them  did  come  so  prepared  and  instructed,  except 
myself.  The  delegation  from  Virginia  gave  me  no 
instruction  excepting  (as  I understood)  that  the  no- 
mination would  not  be  made  on  the  first  vote,  and 
intending  in  that  case,  to  moke  its  selection  among 
the  nominees  who  should  bo,  presented  by  the  other 
delegations;  or,  if  the  nomination  should  be  made 
by  general  consent  on  the  first  vote,  to  concur  in  it. 
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When  the  general  committee  proceeded  to  collect 
the  votes  for  the  nomination  of  the  vice  president, 
the  states  were  called  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
generally  called  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States.  The  committees  from  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  announced  the  votes  of  the  delega- 
tions of  those  states;  the  votes  of  one  were  given  for 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Tyler;  those  of  the  other  (I 
think,  but  am  not  positive)  were  given  for  some 
other  gentleman.  Massachusetts  being  next  called, 
Mr.  Ashmun  announced  the  vote  of  the  delegation 
of  that  state  for  me.  Upon  this,  I said,  in  substance, 
that,  considering  the  part  I had  borne  in  the  conven- 
tion, and  especially  in  that  all  important  general 
committee,  being  the  only  member  of  it  from  the 
Virginia  delegation,  no  one  of  whom  had  ever  sug- 
gested my  name  for  the  vice  presidency — if,  under 
such  circumstances,  I should  receive  the  nomination, 
it  might  be  said,  without  truth  indeed,  but  with 
enough  verisimilitude  to  make  the  imputation  proba- 
ble, and  therefore  very  distressing  to  my  feelings, 
that  I had  procured  the  nomination  for  myself ; that, 
in  my  opinion,  my  name,  instead  of  giving  any 
strength  to  the  ticket,  would  probably  weaken  it, 
even  in  Virginia;  and  that  I was  resolved,  for  other 
reasons,  that  I would  not  accept  any  such  nomina- 
tion— (I  did  not  state  those  reasons,  and  it  would  be 
idle  to  state  them  now) — and,  therefore,  I suggested 
to  the  committee  from  Massachusetts  that  it  should 
return  to  its  delegation,  and  suggest  to  them  the  pro- 
priety of  changing  their  vote.  That  committee  saw 
at  once  that  1 was  sincere  and  decided,  and,  adopting 
my  suggestion,  immediately  retired. 

It  soon  appeared  that  my  “delicacy”  had  been 
“overstrained,”  but  for  a reason  very  different  from 
that  which  you,  gentlemen,  have  supposed.  The 
voting  proceeded  in  the  absence  of  the  committee 
from  Massachusetts.  The  several  committees  from 
the  other  delegations  (that  from  Virginia  excepted) 
acting  under  instructions  given  before  I had  said  a 
word  on  the  subject,  and  therefore  uninfluenced  by 
my  declining  the  nomination,  announced,  in  order  as 
they  were  called,  the  votes  of  their  respective  dele- 
gations. Not  another  vote  was  given  for  mu.  A 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  and  a large 
majority  too,  was  given  for  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Tyler.  The  other  votes  were  scattering.  It  wa3 
then  suggested  to  the  committees  which  had  given 
the  scattering  votes,  that  they  should  return  to  their 
delegations,  report  the  state  of  the  vote  whereby 
Mr.  Tyler  was  already  nominated,  and  propose  that 
their  votes  should  also  be  given  for  him.  Those  com- 
mittees retired  in  pursuance  of  this  suggestion,  con- 
sulted their  delegations,  and,  soon  returning,  gave 
their  votes  also  for  Mr.  Tyler. 

I then  said  that,  as  Mr.  Tyler  was  a member  of  the 
Virginia  delegation,  I thought  that  delegation  would 
best  consult  his  feelings  and  bis  dignity  by  withhold- 
ing their  vote  altogether,  so  that  the  nomination 
should  be  entirely  the  act  of  the  other  delegations. 

1 did  not  lake  this  course  because  1 thought  the  Vir- 
ginia delegation  would  hesitate  to  concur  in  the  no- 
mination, and  that  willingly  and  promptly.  My  real 
and  my  declared  purpose  was,  now,  that  Mr.  Tyler 
had  received  the  nomination,  to  place  him  before  Ihe 
country  on  the  most  elevated  ground  on  which  he 
could  stand. 

The  committee  rose,  and  Governor  Owen  report- 
ed to  the  convention  that  Mr.  Tyler  had  been  nomi- 
nated for  the  office  of  vice  president  by  the  unani- 
mous votes  of  all  Ihe  delegations,  except  that  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  had  not  voted  at  all.  And  I then  stated 
publicly,  in  the  convention,  the  same  reasons  for 
withholding  the  vote  of  the  Virginia  delegation  which 
1 had  declared  iivthe  committee;  and  this  was  done 
in  such  a manner  as  not  to  disparage  Mr.  Tyler  by 
withholding  the  vote  of  the  Virginia  delegation,  but 
to  elevate  him.  This  was  the  real  motive  and  pur- 
pose of  my  conduct;  and  this,  I am  sure,  was  its  ef- 
fect; for  which  I appeal  to  every  surviving  member 
of  the  convention.  The  scene  cannot  have  been  for- 
gotten. 

Saying  this,  it  is  proper  I should  add,  that  Mr. 
Tyler  would  not  have  been  my  choice  for  the  vice 
presidency,  if  the  state  of  the  vote  for  his  nomina- 
tion had  left  me  any  choice.  My  own  wish  was  that 
Mr.  Manguin,  of  North  Carolina,  should  be  nominat- 
ed; or,  if  the  vice  president  should  be  selected  from 
Virginia,  my  vote  would  have  been  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  James  Barbour.  I expressed  these  sentiments 
to  the  few  gentlemen  with  whom  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  conversing  on  the  subject.  But  I had  no 
such  objection  to  Mr.  Tyler  as  would  have  induced 
me  to  dissent  from  his  nomination,  when  I found  it 
agreeable  to  the  sense  of  the  delegations  from  the 
other  states;  and  I think  that  this  was  the  general 
sentiment,  at  the  time,  of  the  delegation  from  Vir- 
ginia. I certainly  acted  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  so. 


I have  not,  any  more  than  you,  approved  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Tyler  since  his  translation  to  the  presi- 
dency, in  consequence  of  the  death  of  General  Har- 
rison; yet  I would  not,  therefore,  have  him  dispa- 
raged by  an  erroneous  view  of  the  facts  attending 
his  nomination;  much  more,  by  my  silence  as  to  those 
facts. 

It  is  perfectly  true,  as  you  suppose,  that  when  Mr. 
Tyler  was  nominated  for  “vice  president”  by  the 
Harrisburg  convention,  neither  that  body,  nor,  I be- 
lieve, any  one  member  of  it,  looked  to  the  contin- 
gency of  his  becoming  president  of  the  United  States 
by  the  death  of  General  Harrison — I acknowledge 
for  myself,  that  that  unhappy  event  never  occurred  to 
my  mind.  I doubt  very  much  whether,  in  any  elec- 
tion since  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  touching  the  manner  of  electing  the 
president  and  vice  president,  the  vice  president  has 
ever  been  selected  with  any  view  to  the  contingency 
of  his  becoming  president  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  the  president  elected  by  the  people. 

Richmond,  Dec.  3,  1841.  B.  W.  LEIGH. 

The  Madisonian  of  the  7th  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject says:  “After  repeatedly  asking  the  question, 
'■who  nominated  John  Tyler  for  vice  president ?’  and  re- 
ferring to  recorded  facts  for  the  answer,  we  have  at 
length  drawn  forth  a reply  from  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Harrisburg  convention — the  hon.  Benja- 
min Watkins  Leigh. 

“We  did  not  put  the  ‘ question ’ without  an  object, 
nor  cease  to  repeat  it  till  we  have  gained  an  end — 
and  one  that  will  lead  to  other  objects  and  ulterior 
ends.  For  the  present,  we  have  no  occasion  to  com- 
ment upon  the  card  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Leigh;  when  we 
do,  we  shall  ‘speak  by  the  card.’  The  regard  for 
truth  and  candor  evinced  in  his  communication  does 
great  credit  to  his  character.” 

Noticing  the  card  which  follows,  the  Richmond 
Whig  of  the  4th  inst.  says:  “Mr.  Leigh’s  card  will 
attract  attention.  The  editor  who  made  the  state- 
ment which  he,  in  appearance,  not  in  effect,  contro- 
verts, made  it  upon  the  authority  of  a member  of 
the  convention.  That  editor  believes,  that  from  his 
delicacy  and  other  causes,  Mr.  Leigh  knew  less  of 
what  passed  in  the  under-currents  at  Harrisburg 
than  any  other  member  of  the  body.  Unquestiona- 
bly he  is  accurate  so  far  as  he  knew  or  now  believes 
— but  he  is  not  a man  to  know  much  of  under-cur- 
rents. He  may  or  may  not,  take  this  as  a compli- 
ment. We  re-assert  that  Talluiadge  was  first  choice 
— Leigh  next — then  Mangum — then  Bell — and  that 
Tyler  was  taken  up  when  the  others  could  not  be 
persuaded.  What  we  are  laboring  to  disprove  is  the 
statement  of  the  Ohio  paper — edited  by  a brother- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Tyler— that  the  whigs  of  the  United 
States  had  demanded  and  dictated  his  nomination. 
That  fact  is  assuredly  false,  and  that  conceded  to  us, 
we  are  indifferent  to  all  the  rest. 

“Mr.  Leigh’s  observations  are  mainly  confined  to 
what  passed  under  his  own  eye,  in  the  ‘grand  com- 
mittee.’ See  the  statement  by  a member  of  the  con- 
vention from  New  York  as  to  what  passed  elsewhere 
and  prior  to  the  action  of  the  ‘grand  committee.” 

“ To  the  editors  of  the  Courier  f Enquirer.  In  your 
reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Madisonian,  relating  to 
the  nomination  of  John  Tyler,  as  the  whig  candidate 
for  vice  president,  you  have  fallen  into  two  or  three 
errors  which  I ask  leave  to  correct.  It  is  true,  as 
you  say,  that  the  nomination  for  vice  president  was 
tendered  to  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  whose  de- 
legation, most  unfortunately  for  the  republic,  de- 
clined it.  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  was  next  propos- 
ed, but  as  that  state  was  not  represented  in  the  con- 
vention, we  could  find  no  delegate  from  the  south 
authorised  or  willing  to  vouch  for  Mr.  Bell’s  accep- 
tance of  the  office.  Mr.  Pi^on  was  then  proposed, 
but  South  Carolina,  at  least  so  far  as  the  whig  con- 
vention was  concerned,  was  out  of  the  union,  and  as 
none  of  the  southern  delegates  approved  of  the  sug- 
gestion, Mr.  P.  was  dropped.  We  then  made  a dash 
at  North  Carolina,  whose  strong,  full,  whole  hearted 
whig  delegates  were  in  the  convention.  The  choice 
was  left  to  her  delegates,  and  they  designated  the 
late  Governor  Owen,  who  was  present,  and  for  rea- 
sons honorable  to  his  delicacy  as  a gentleman,  and  to 
his  patriotism  as  a whig,  declined  the  nomination. 

“These  efforts  to  secure  the  nomination  of  some 
tried,  staunch,  distinguished  whig,  came  from  the 
delegates  who  had  opposed  the  nomination  ol  Mr. 
Clay  for  president.  Their  object,  after  the  selection 
of  a whig  worthy  of  the  vice  presidency,  yvas  to  har- 
monise and  strengthen  the  party.  But  failing  to  unite 
in  convention  upon  some  distinguished  friend  of  Air. 
Clay  as  vice  president,  the  question  was  referred  to 
the  “Grand  Committee,”  consisting  of  three  dele- 
gates from  each  state.  In  that  committee,  Messrs. 
Crittenden,  Bell,  Preston  and  Owen,  having  declin- 
ed, a delegate  from  Massachusetts,  nominated  Benj. 
Watkins  Leigh,  who,  (he  being  a member  of  the 
cominitteeTprose  and  declined.  Mr.  Tyler  was  then 


brought  forward  and  subsequently  nominated.  You 
will  see,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Tyler  is  eminently  in- 
debted to  a series  of  accidents  for  his  elevation  to  the 
presidency. 

“I  ought  to  add  that  but  for  the  fact  that  Mr.  Por- 
ter, a delegate  from  Dutchess,  produced  a letter 
from  the  hon.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  declining  to  be  a 
candidate,  he  would  have  received  the  nomination, 
and  consequently  now  have  been  our  president.” 


PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE. 


To  the  senate  and  house  of 

representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  coming  together,  fellow  citizens,  to  enter  again 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  with  which  the  peo- 
ple have  charged  us,  severally,  we  find  great  occasion 
to  rejoice  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. — 
We  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  with  unexampled  means  of  edu- 
cation, knowledge  and  improvement.  Through  the 
year  which  is  now  drawing  to  a close,  peace  has  been 
in  our  borders,  and  plenty  in  our  habitations;  and  al- 
though disease  has  visited  some  few  portions  of  the 
land  with  distress  and  mortality,  yet  in  general  the 
health  of  the  people  has  been  preserved,  and  we  are 
all  called  upon,  by  the  highest  obligations  of  duty,  to 
renew  our  thanks  and  our  devotion  to  our  Heavenly 
Parent,  who  has  continued  to  vouchsafe  to  us  the 
eminent  blessings  which  surround  us,  and  who  has  so 
signally  crowned  the  year  with  his  goodness.  If  we 
find  ourselves  increasing,  beyond  example,  in  num- 
bers, in  strength,  in  wealth,  in  knowledge,  in  every 
thing  which  promotes  human  and  social  happiness, 
let  us  ever  remember  our  dependence,  for  all  these, 
on  the  protection  and  merciful  dispensations  of  Di- 
vine Providence. 

[Foreign  Relations — Great  Britain.] 

[The  McLeod  cose].  Since  your  last  adjourn- 
ment, Alexander  McLeod,  a British  subject,  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  an  American  citizen, 
and  whose  case  has  been  the  subject  of  a correspon- 
dence heretofore  communicated  to  you,  has  been  ac- 
quitted by  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  and  intelligent 
jury,  and  has,  under  the  judgment  of  the  court,  been 
regularly  discharged. 

Great  Britain  having  made  known  to  this  govern- 
ment that  the  expedition  which  was  fitted  out  from 
Canada  for  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline, 
in  the  winter  of  1837,  and  which  resulted  in  the  de- 
struction of  said  boat,  and  in  the  death  of  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  was  undertaken  by  orders  emanating 
from  Ihe  authorities  of  the  British  government,  in 
Canada,  and  demanding  the  discharge  of  McLeod 
upon  the  ground  that,  if  engaged  in  that  expedition, 
he  did  but  fulfil  the  orders  of  his  government,  has 
thus  been  answered  in  the  only  way  in  which  she 
could  be  answered  by  a government,  the  powers  of 
which  are  distributed  among  its  several  departments 
by  the  fundamental  law.  Happily  for  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States, 
the  only  mode  by  which  an  individual,  arraigned  for 
a criminal  offence,  before  the  courts  of  either,  can 
obtain  his  discharge,  is  by  the  independent  action  ot 
the  judiciary,  and  by  proceedings  equally  familiar  to 
the  courts  of  both  countries. 

If  in  Great  Britain  a power  exists  in  the  crown  to 
cause  to  be  entered  a nolle  prosequi,  which  is  not  the 
case  with  the  executive  power  of  the  United  States 
upon  a prosecution  pending  in  a state  court;  yet 
there,  no  more  than  here,  can  the  chief  executive 
power  rescue  a prisoner  from  custody  without  an  or- 
der of  the  proper  tribunal  directing  his  discharge. — 
The  precise  stage  of  the  proceedings  at  which  such 
order  may  be  made,  is  a matter  of  municipal  regula- 
tion exclusively,  and  not  to  be  complained  of  by  any 
other  government.  Incases  of  this  kind,  a govern- 
ment becomes  politically  responsible  only,  when  its 
tribunals  of  last  resort  are  shown  to  have  rendered 
unjust  and  injurious  judgments  in  matters  not  doubt- 
ful. To  the  establishment  and  elucidation  of  this 
principle,  no  nation  has  lent  its  authority,  more  effi- 
ciently than  Great  Britain.  Alexander  McLeod  hav- 
ing his  option  either  to  prosecute  a writ  of  error 
from  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  New 
York,  which  had  been  rendered  upon  his  application 
for  a discharge,  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  submit  his  case  to  the  decision  of  a ju- 
ry, preferred  the  latter,  deeming  it  the  readiest  mode 
of  obtaining  his  liberation,  and  the  result  has  fully 
sustained  the  wisdom  of  his  choice.  The  manner  in 
which  the  issue  submitted  was  tried,  will  satisfy  the 
English  government  that  the  principles  of  justice 
will  never  fail  to  govern  the  enlightened  decision  of 
an  American  tribunal.  I cannot  fail,  however,  to 
suggest  to  congress  the  propriety,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  necessity,  of  making  such  provisions  by 
law',  so  far  as  they  may  constitutionally  do  so,  for  the 
removal  at  their  commencement,  and  at  the  option 
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of  the  party,  of  all  such  cases  as  may  hereafter  arise, 
and  which  may  involve  the  faithful  observance  and 
execution  of  our  international  obligations,  from  the 
state  to  the  federal  judiciary.  This  government,  by 
our  institutions,  is  charged  with  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  the  preservation  of  amicable  relations 
with  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  ought  to  possess, 
without  question,  all  the  reasonable  and  proper 
means  of  maintaining  the  one  and  preserving  the 
other.  Whilst  just  confidence  is  felt  in  the  judiciary 
of  the  states,  yet  this  government  ought  to  be  compe- 
tent in  itself  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  high  duties 
which  have  been  devolved  upon  it  under  the  organic 
law,  by  the  states  themselves. 

[The  Grogan  affair].  In  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, a party  of  armed  men  from  Upper  Canada  in- 
vaded the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  forcibly 
seized  upon  the  person  of  one  Grogan,  and,  under 
circumstances  of  great  harshness,  hurriedly  carried 
liim  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  deli- 
vered him  up  to  the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada. — 
His  immediate  discharge  was  ordered  by  those  au- 
thorities, upon  the  facts  of  the  case  being  brought  to 
their  knowledge — a course  of  procedure  which  was 
to  have  been  expected  from  a nation  with  whom  we 
are  at  peace,  and  which  was  not  more  due  to  the 
rights  of  the  United  States,  than  to  its  own  regard  for 
justice.  The  correspondence  which  passed  between 
the  department  of  state,  and  the  British  envoy,  Mr. 
Fox,  and  with  the  governor  of  Vermont,  as  soon  as 
the  facts  had  been  made  known  to  this  department, 
are  herewith  communicated. 

[The  affair  of  the  Caroline ].  I regret  that  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  make  known  to  you  an  equally 
satisfactory  conclusion  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline 
steamer,  with  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
destruction  of  which,  in  December,  1837,  by  an  arm- 
ed force  fitted  out  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
you  are  already  made  acquainted.  No  such  atone- 
ment as  was  due  for  the  public  wrong  done  to  the 
United  States  by  this  invasion  of  her  territory,  so 
wholly  irreconcilable  with  her  rights  as  an  indepen- 
dent power,  has  yet  been  made.  In  the  view  taken 
by  this  government,  the  inquiry  whether  the  vessel 
was  in  the  employment  of  those  who  Were  prosecu- 
ting an  unauthorised  war  against  that  province,  or 
was  engaged  by  the  owner  in  the  business  of  trans- 
porting passengers  to  and  from  Navy  Island  in  hopes 
of  private  gain,  which  was  most  probably  the  case, 
in  no  degree  alters  the  real  question  at  issue  between 
the  two  governments.  This  government  can  never 
concede  to  any  foreign  government  the  power,  ex- 
cept in  a case  of  the  most  urgent  and  extreme  neces- 
sity, of  invading  its  territory,  either  to  arrest  the 
persons  or  destroy  the  property  of  those  who  may 
have  violated  the  municipal  laws  of  such  foreign  go- 
vernment, or  have  disregarded  their  obligations  aris- 
ing under  the  law  of  nations.  The  territory  of  the 
United  States  must  be  regarded  as  sacredly  secure 
against  all  such  invasions,  until  they  shall  voluntarily 
acknowledge  their  inability  to  acquit  themselves  of 
their  duties  to  others.  And  in  announcing  this  senti- 
ment, I do  but  affirm  a principle  which  no  nation  on 
earth  would  be  more  ready  to  vindicate,  at  all  haz- 
ards, than  the  people  and  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

If,  upon  a full  investigation  of  all  the  facts,  it  shall 
appear  that  the  owner  of  the  Caroline  was  governed 
by  a hostile  intent,  or  had  made  common  cause  with 
those  who  were  in  the  occupancy  of  Navy  Island, 
then,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  there  can  be  no  claim 
to  indemnity  for  the  destruction  of  his  boat,  which 
this  government  would  feel  itself  bound  to  prosecute 
— since  he  would  have  acted  not  only  in  derogation 
of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  but  in  clear  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  but  that  is  a ques- 
tion which,  however  settled,  in  no  manner  involves 
the  higher  consideration  of  the  violation  of  territorial 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction.  To  recognise  it  as  an 
admissible  practice  that  each  government,  in  its  turn, 
upon  any  sudden  and  unauthorised  out-break,  which, 
on  a frontier,  the  extent  of  which  renders  it  impossi- 
ble for  either  to  have  an  efficient  force  on  every  mile 
of  it,  and  which  out-break,  therefore,  neither  may  be 
able  to  suppress  in  a day,  may  take  vengeance  into 
its  own  hands,  and  without  even  a remonstrance,  and 
in  the  absence  of  any  pressing  or  overruling  necessi- 
ty, may  invade  the  territory  of  the  other,  would  ine- 
vitably lead  to  results  equally  to  be  deplored  by  both. 
When  border  collisions  come  to  receive  the  sanction, 
or  to  be  made  on  the  authority  of  either  government, 
general  war  must  be  the  inevitable  result.  While  it 
is  the  ardent  desire  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate 
the  relations  of  peace  with  all  nations,  and  to  fulfil 
all  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood  towards  those 
who  possess  territories  adjoining  their  own,  that  very 
desire  would  lead  them  to  deny  the  right  of  any  fo- 
reign power  to  invade  their  boundary  with  an  armed 
force.  The  correspondence  between  the  two  govern- 
ments on  this  subject,  will,  at  a future  day  of  your 


! session,  be  submitted  to  your  consideration;  and  in 
the  meantime,  I cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
British  government  will  see  the  propriety  of  renounc- 
ing, as  a rule  of  future  action,  the  precedent  which 
has  been  set  in  the  affair  at  Schlosser. 

f Correspondence  respecting  the  right  of  search — The 
slave  trade.]  I herewith  submit  the  correspondence 
which  has  recently  taken  place  between  the  Ameri- 
can minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  Mr.  Stevenson, 
and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  that  government, 
on  the  right  claimed  by  that  government  to  visit  and 
detain  vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag  and  en- 
gaged in  prosecuting  lawful  commerce  in  the  African 
seas.  Our  commercial  interests  in  that  region  have 
experienced  considerable  increase,  and  have  become 
an  object  of  much  importance,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  government  to  protect  them  against  all  improper 
and  vexatious  interruption.  However  desirous  the 
United  States  may  be  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  they  cannot  consent  to  interpolations  into  the 
maritime  code,  at  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  other 
governments.  We  deny  the  right  of  any  such  inter- 
polation to  any  one,  or  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
without  our  consent.  We  claim  to  have  a voice  in 
all  amendments  or  alterations  of  that  code — and  when 
wc  are  given  to  understand,  as  in  this  instance,  by  a 
foreign  government,  that  its  treaties  with  other  na- 
tions cannot  be  executed  without  the  establishment 
and  enforcement  of  new  principles  of  maritime  po- 
lice, to  be  applied  without  our  consent,  we  must  em- 
ploy a language  neither  of  equivocal  import,  or  sus- 
ceptible of  misconstruction.  American  citizens  pro- 
secuting a lawful  commerce  in  the  African  seas,  un- 
der the  flag  of  their  country,  are  not  responsible  for 
the  abuse  or  unlawful  use  of  that  flag  by  others;  nor 
can  they  rightfully  on  account  of  any  such  alleged 
abuses,  be  interrupted,  molested  or  detained  while  on 
the  ocean;  and  if  thus  molested  and  detained,  while 
pursuing  honest  voyages  in  the  usual  way,  and  vio- 
lating no  law  themselves,  they  are  unquestionably  en- 
titled to  indemnity.  This  government  has  manifest- 
ed its  repugnance  to  the  slave  trade,  in  a manner 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  By  its  fundamental 
law,  it  prescribed  limits  in  point  of  time  to  its  conti- 
nuance; and  against  its  own  citizens,  who  might  so 
far  forget  the  rights  of  humanity  as  to  engage  in  that 
wicked  traffic,  it  has  long  since,  by  its  municipal 
laws,  denounced  the  most  condign  panishment. 
Many  of  the  states  composing  this  union,  had  made 
appeals  to  the  civilized  world  for  its  suppression,  long 
before  the  moral  sense  of  other  nations  had  become 
shocked  by  the  iniquities  of  the  traffic.  Whether 
this  government  should  now  enter  into  treaties  con- 
taining mutual  stipulations  upon  this  subject,  is  a 
question  for  its  mature  deliberation.  Certain  it  is, 
that  if  the  right  to  detain  American  ships  on  the 
high  seas  can  be  justified  on  the  plea  of  a necessity 
for  such  detention,  arising  out  of  the  existence  of 
treaties  between  other  nations,  the  same  plea  may  be 
extended  and  enlarged  by  the  new  stipulations  of  new 
treaties,  to  which  the  United  States  may  not  be  a 
party.  This  government  will  not  cease  to  urge  upon 
that  of  Great  Britain,  full  and  ample  remuneration 
for  all  losses,  whether  arising  from  detention  or 
. otherwise,  to  which  American  citizens  have  hereto- 
fore been,  or  may  hereafter  be  subjected,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  rights  which  this  government  cannot  recog- 
nise as  legitimate  and  proper.  Nor  will  I indulge  a 
doubt  but  that  the  sense  of  justice  of  Great  Britain 
will  constrain  her  to  make  retribution  for  any  wrong, 
or  loss,  which  any  American  citizen,  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  lawful  commerce,  may  have  experi- 
enced at  the  hand  of  her  cruisers,  or  other  public  au- 
thorities. This  government,  at  the  same  time,  will 
relax  no  effort  to  prevent  its  citizens,  if  there  be  any 
so  disposed,  from  prosecuting  a traffic  so  revolting  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity.  It  seeks  to  do  no  more 
than  to  protect  the  fair  and  honest  trader,  from  mo- 
lestation and  injury;  but  while  the  enterprising  ma- 
riner, engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  an  honorable  trade, 
is  entitled  to  its  protection,  it  will  visit  with  condign 
punishment,  other*  of  an  opposite  character. 

[The  slave  trade.]  I invite  your  attention  to  ex- 
isting laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  recommend  all  such  alterations,  as  may- 
give  to  them  greater  force  and  efficacy.  That  the 
American  flag  is  grossly  abused  by  the  abandoned 
and  profligate  of  other  nations,  is  but  too  probable. 
Congress  has,  not  long  since,  had  this  subject  under 
its  consideration,  and  its  importance  well  justifies  re- 
newed and  anxious  attention. 

[.Rice  duties.]  I also  communicate  herewith  the 
copy  of  a correspondence  between  Mr.  Stevenson 
and  Lord  Palmerston,  upon  the  subject  so  interesting 
to  several  of  the  southern  states,  of  the  rice  duties, 
which  resulted  honorably  to  the  justice  of  Great 
Britain,  and  advantageously  to  the  United  States. 

[The  northeast  boundary.]  At  the  opening  of  the 
last  annual  session,  the  president  informed  congress 
of  the  progress  which  had  then  been  made  in  nego- 


tiating a convention  between  this  government  and 
that  of  England,  with  a view  to  the  final  settlement 
of  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  the  two  countries.  I regret  to  say,  that 
little  farther  advancement  of  the  object  has  been  ac- 
complished since  last  year;  but  this  is  owing  to  circum- 
stances no  wa^  indicative  of  any  abatement  of  the  de- 
sire of  both  parties  to  hasten  the  negotiation  to  its  con- 
clusion, and  to  settle  the  question  in  dispute,  as  early  as 
possible.  In  the  course  of  the  session,  it  is  my  hope 
to  be  able  to  announce  some  further  degree  of  pro- 
gress, towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  highly  de- 
sirable end. 

The  commission  appointed  by  this  government  for 
the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  line  of  boundary- 
separating  the  states  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  conterminous  British  provinces  is,  it  is  be- 
lieved, about  to  close  its  field  labors,  and  is  expected 
soon  to  report  the  results  of  its  examinations  to  the 
department  of  state.  The  report,  when  received, 
will  be  laid  before  congress. 

[RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN.] 

The  failure  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  pay,  with 
punctuality,  the  interest  due  under  the  convention  of 
1834,  for  the  settlement  of  claims  between  the  two 
countries,  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the  executive  to 
call  the  particular  attention  of  that  government  to 
the  subject.  A disposition  has  been  manifested  by  it, 
which  is  believed  to  be  entirely  sincere,  to  fulfil  its 
obligations,  in  this  respect,  so  soon  as  its  internal 
condition  and  the  state  of  its  finances  will  permit. 
An  arrangement  is  in  progress,  from  the  result  of 
which,  it  is  trusted  that  those  of  our  citizens  who 
have  claims  under  the  convention,  will,  at  no  distant 
day,  receive  the  stipulated  payments. 

[tREATV  WITH  BELGIUM.] 

A treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  Bel- 
gium was  concluded  and  signed  at  Washington  on  the 
29th  March,  1840,  and  was  duly  sanctioned  by  the 
senate  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  was  rati- 
fied by  his  Belgian  majesty,  but  did  not  receive  the 
approbation  of  the  Belgian  chambers  within  the  time 
limited  by  its  terms,  and  has,  therefore,  become  void. 

This  occurrence  assumes  the  graver  aspect  from 
the  consideration  that,  in  1833,  a treaty  negotiated 
between  the  two  governments,  and  ratified  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  failed  to  be  ratified  on  the 
part  of  Belgium.  The  representative  of  that  go- 
vernment, at  Washington,  informs  the  department  of 
state  that  he  has  been  instructed  to  give  explanations 
of  the  causes  which  occasioned  delay  in  the  approval 
of  the  late  treaty  by  the  legislature,  and  to  express 
the  regret  of  the  king  at  the  occurrence. 

[RELATIONS  WITH  TEXAS.] 

The  joint  commission  under  the  convention  with 
Texas,  to  ascertain  the  true  boundary  between  the 
two  countries,  has  concluded  its  labors;  but  the  final 
report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States  has 
not  been  received.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
the  meridian  line,  as  traced  by  the  commission,  lies 
somewhat  further  east  than  the  position  hitherto  ge- 
nerally assigned  to  it,  and,  consequently,  includes  in 
Texas  some  part  of  the  territory  which  had  been 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  states  of  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas. 

The  United  States  cannot  but  take  a deep  interest 
in  whatever  relates  to  this  young,  but  growing  re- 
public. Settled  principally  by  emigrants  from  the 
United  States,  we  have  the  happiness  to  know,  that 
the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty  are  there  destin- 
ed to  flourish,  under  wise  institutions  acd  wholesome 
laws;  and  that,  through  its  example,  another  evidence 
is  to  be  afforded  of  the  capacity  of  popular  institu- 
tions, to  advance  the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  per- 
manent glory  of  the  human  race.  The  great  truth, 
that  government  was  made  for  the  people,  and  not 
the  people  for  government,  has  already  been  estab- 
lished in  the  practice  and  by  the  example  of  these 
United  States;  and  we  can  do  no  other  than  contem- 
plate its  further  exemplification  by  a sister  republic, 
with  the  deepest  interest. 

[SOUTH  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENTS.] 

Our  relations  with  the  independent  states  of  this 
hemisphere,  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
have  not  undergone  any  material  change  within  the 
past  year.  The  incessant  sanguinary  conflicts  in,  or 
between  those  countries,  are  to  be  greatly  deplored, 
as  necessarily  tending  to  disable  them  from  perform- 
ing their  duties  as  members  of  the  community  of  na- 
tions, and  rising  to  the  destiny  which  the  position  and 
natural  resources  of  many  of  them  might  lead  them 
justly  to  anticipate,  as  constantly  giving  occasion, 
also,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  complaints  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  who  resort  thither  for  purposes 
of  commercial  intercourse,  and  as  retarding  repara- 
tion for  wrongs  already  committed,  some  of  which 
are  by  no  means  of  recent  date.  * 

The  failure  of  the  congress  of  Ecuador  to  hold  a 
session,  at  the  time  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in 
January  last,  will  probably  render  abortive  a treaty 
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of  commerce  with  that  republic,  which  was  signed 
at  Quito  on  the  13th  of  June,  1839,  and  had  been 
duly  ratified  on  our  part,  but  which  required  the  ap- 
probation of  that  body,  prior  to  its  ratification  by  the 
Ecuadorian  executive. 

A convention  which  has  been  concluded  with  the 
republic  of  Peru,  providing  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  government  of  that  republic,  will  be  duly  sub- 
mitted to  the  senate. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Brazilian 
government,  originating  from  captures,  and  other 
causes,  are  still  unsatisfied.  The  United  States  have, 
however,  so  uniformily  shown  a disposition  to  culti- 
vate relations  of  amity  with  that  empire,  that  it  is 
hoped,  the  unequivocal  tokens  of  the  same  spirit  to- 
wards us,  which  an  adjustment  of  the  affairs  referred 
to  would  afford,  will  be  given  without  further  avoid- 
able delay. 

[FLORIDA  WAR.] 

The  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  peninsula  of 
Florida  has,  during  the  last  summer  and  fall,  been 
prosecuted  with  untiring  activity  and  zeal.  A sum- 
mer campaign  was  resolved  upon,  as  the  best  mode 
of  bringing  it  to  a close.  Our  brave  officers  and 
men  who  have  been  engaged  in  that  service,  have 
suffered  toils  and  privations,  and  exhibited  an  ener- 
gy, which,  in  any  other  war,  would  have  won  for 
them  unfading  laurels.  In  despite  of  the  sickness 
incident  to  the  climate,  they  have  penetrated  the  fast- 
nesses of  the  Indians,  broken  up  their  encampments, 
and  harassed  them  unceasingly.  Numbers  have  been 
captured,  and  still  greater  numbers  have  surrendered, 
and  have  been  transported  to  join  their  brethren  on  the 
lands  elsewhere  allotted  to  them  by  the  government, 
and  a strong  hope  is  entertained  that,  under  the  con- 
duct of  the  gallant  officer  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
in  Florida,  that  troublesome  and  expensive  war  is 
destined  to  a speedy  termination.  With  all  the 
other  Indian  tribes,  we  are  enjoying  the  blessings  of 
peace.  Our  duty,  as  well  as  our  best  interests, 
prompt  us  to  observe,  in  all  our  intercourse  with 
them,  fidelity  in  fulfilling  our  engagements,  the  prac- 
tice of  strict  justice,  as  well  as  the  constant  exer- 
cise of  acts  of  benevolence  and  kindness.  These 
are  the  great  instruments  of  civilization,  and  through 
the  use  of  them  alone,  can  the  untutored  child  of  the 
forest  be  induced  to  listen  to  its  teachings. 

[census.] 

The  secretary  of  state,  on  whom  the  acts  of  con- 
gress have  devolved  the  duty  of  directing  the  pro- 
ceedings for  the  taking  of  the  sixth  census,  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
will  report  to  the  two  houses  the  progress  of  that 
work.  The  enumeration  of  persons  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  exhibits  a grand  total  of  17,069,453; 
making  an  increase  over  the  census  of  1830,  4,202,646 
inhabitants,  and  showing  a gain  in  a ratio  exceeding 
32j  per  cent,  for  the  last  ten  years. 

[finances.] 

From  the  report  of  the  secretary  cf  the  treasury, 
you  will  be  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  finances. 
The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January 
last,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  submitted  to  congress  at  the  extra  session, 
was  $987,345  03.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  dur- 
ing the  first  three  quarters  of  this  year,  from  all  sour- 
ces, amount  to  $23,467,072  52.  The  estimated  re- 
ceipts for  the  fourth  quarter,  amount  to  $6,943,095  25, 
amounting  to  $30,410,167  77;  and  making,  with  the 
balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  first  of  January  last, 
$31,397,512  80.  The  expenditures  for  the  first  three 
quarters  of  this  year,  amount  to  $24,734,346  97.  The 
expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  as  estimated, 
will  amount  to  $7,290,723  73 — thus  making  a total  of 
$32,025,070  70;  and  leaving  a deficit  to  be  provided 
for,  on  the  first  of  Jan.  next,  of  about  $627,557  90. 

Of  the  loan  of  $12,000,000,  which  was  authorised 
by  congress  at  its  late  session,  only  $5,432,726  88 
have  been  negotiated.  The  shortness  of  time  which 
it  had  to  run,  has  presented  no  inconsiderable  impe- 
diment in  the  way  of  its  being  taken  by  capitalists  at 
home,  while  the  same  cause  would  have  operated 
with  much  greater  force  in  the  foreign  market.  For 
that  reason  the  foreign  market  has  not  been  resorted 
to;  and  it  is  now  submitted,  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  amend  the  law  by  making  what  remains 
undisposed  of  payable  at  more  distant  day. 

[tariff.] 

Should  it  be  necessary,  in  any  view  that  congress 
may  take  of  the  subject,  to  revise  the  existing  tariff 
of  duties,  I beg  leave  to  say,  that,  in  the  performance 
of  that  most  delicate  operation,  moderate  counsels 
would  seem  to  be  the  wisest.  The  government  un- 
der which  it  is  our  happiness  to  live,  owes  its  ex- 
istence to  the  spirit  of  compromise  which  prevailed 
among  its  framers — jarring  and  discordant  opinions 
could  only  have  been  reconciled  by  that  noble  spirit 
of  patriotism,  which  prompted  conciliation,  and  re- 
sulted in  harmony.  In  the  same  spirit  the  compro- 


mise bill,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  was  adopted  at 
the  session  of  1833.  While  the  people  of  no  portion 
of  the  union  will  ever  hesitate  to  pay  all  necessary 
taxes  for  the  support  of  government,  yet  an  innate 
repugnance  exists,  to  the  imposition  of  burthens  not 
really  necessary  for  that  object.  In  imposing  duties, 
however,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  a right  to  dis- 
criminate as  to  the  articles  on  which  the  duty  shall 
be  laid,  as  well  as  the  amount,  necessarily  and  most 
properly  exists.  Otherwise  the  government  would  be 
placed  in  the  condition  of  having  to  levy  the  same 
duties  upon  all  articles,  the  productive,  as  well  as  the 
unproductive.  The  slightest  duty  upon  some,  might 
have  the  effect  of  causing  their  importation  to  cease, 
whereas  others  entering  extensively  into  the  con- 
sumption of  the  country,  might  bear  the  heaviest, 
without  any  sensible  diminution  in  the  amount  im- 
ported. So  also  the  government  may  be  justified  in 
so  discriminating,  by  reference  to  other  considera- 
tions of  domestic  policy  connected  with  our  manu- 
factures. So  long  as  the  duties  shall  be  laid  with 
distinct  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  no 
well  founded  objection  can  exist  against  them.  It 
might  be  esteemed  desirable  that  no  such  augmenta- 
tion of  the  taxes  should  take  place  as  would  have  the 
effect  of  annulling  the  land  proceeds  distribution  act 
of  the  last  session,  which  act  is  declared  to  be  in- 
operative the  moment  the  duties  are  increased  be- 
yond 20  per  cent,  the  maximum  rate  established  by 
the  compromise  act.  Some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
compromise  act,  which  will  go  into  effect  on  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  may,  however,  be  found  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient  in  practice,  under  any  regula- 
tions th£^t  congress  may  adopt.  I refer  more  parti- 
cularly to  that  relating  to  the  home  valuation.  A 
difference  in  value  of  the  same  articles  to  some  ex- 
tent, will  necessarily  exist  at  different  ports — but 
that  is  altogether  insignificant,  when  compared  with 
the  conflicts  in  valuation,  which  are  likely  to  arise, 
from  the  differences  of  opinion  among  the  numerous 
appraisers  of  merchandise.  In  many  instances  the 
estimates  of  value  must  be  conjectural,  and  thus  as 
many  different  rates  of  value  may  be  established  as 
there  are  appraisers.  These  differences  in  valuation 
may  also  be  increased  by  the  inclination,  which  with- 
out the  slightest  imputation  on  their  honesty  may 
arise  on  the  part  of  the  appraisers  in  favor  of  their 
respective  ports  of  entry.  1 recommend  this  whole 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  congress,  with  a single 
additional  remark.  Certainty  and  permanency  in  any 
system  of  governmental  policy  are,  in  all  respects, 
eminently  desirable;  but  more  particularly  is  this 
true  in  all  that  affects  trade  and  commerce,  the  ope- 
rations of  which  depend  much  more  on  the  certainty 
of  their  returns,  and  calculations  which  embrace 
distant  periods  of  time,  than  on  high  bounties,  or 
duties,  which  are  liable  to  constant  fluctuations. 

[CURRENCY EXCHANGES FISCAL  AGENTS.] 

At  your  last  session,  1 invited  your  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  urged 
the  necessity  of  adopting  such  measures  as  were  con- 
sistent with  the  constitutional  competency  of  the 
government,  in  order  to  correct  the  unsoundness  of 
the  one,  and  as  far  as  practicable  the  inequalities  of 
the  other.  No  country  can  be  in  the  enjoyment  of 
its  full  measure  of  prosperity,  without  the  presence 
of  a medium  of  exchange,  approximating  to  unifor- 
mity of  value.  What  is  necessary  as  between  the  dif- 
ferent nations  of  the  earth,  is  also  important  as  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  different  parts  of  the  same 
country;  with  the  first  the  precious  metals  constitute 
the  chief  medium  of  circulation,  and  such  also  would 
be  the  case  as  to  the  last,  but  for  inventions  compa- 
ratively modern,  which  have  furnished,  in  place  of 
gold  and  silver,  a paper  circulation.  I do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  a comparative  analysis  of  the  me- 
rits of  the  two  systems.  Such  belonged  more  pro- 
perly to  the  period  of  the  introduction  of  the  paper 
system.  The  speculative  philosopher  might  find  in- 
ducements to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  but  his  re- 
searches could  only  lead  him  to  conclude,  that  the 
paper  system  had  probably  better  never  have  been 
introduced,  and  lhat  society  might  liave  been  much 
happier  without  it.  The  practical  statesman  has  a 
very  different  task  to  perform.  He  has  to  look  at 
things  as  they  are — to  take  them  as  he  finds  them — 
to  supply  deficiencies,  and  to  prune  excesses  as  far 
as  in  him  lies.  The  task  of  furnishing  a corrective 
for  derangements  of  the  paper  medium  with  us,  is  al- 
most inexpressibly  great.  The  power  exerted  by  the 
states  to  charter  banking  corporations,  and  which, 
having  .been  carried  to  a great  excess,  has  filled  the 
country  with,  in  most  of  the  states,  an  irredeemable 
| paper  medium,  is  an  evil  which,  in  some  way  or 
other,  requires  a corrective.  The  rates  at  which 
bills  of  exchange  are  negotiated  between  different 
parts  of  the  country,  furnish  an  index  of  the  value  of 
the  local  substitute  for  gold  and  silver,  which  is,  in 
1 many  parts,  so  far  depreciated,  as  not  to  be  received, 
! except  at  a large  discount,  in  the  payment  of  debts, 


or  in  the  purchase  of  produce.  It  could  earnestly  be 
desired  that  every  bank,  not  possessing  the  means  of 
resumption,  should  follow  the  example  of  the  late 
Uniieci  Stales  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  go  into 
liquidation,  rather  than  by  refusing  to  do  so  to  con- 
tinue embarrassments  in  the  way  of  solvent  institu- 
tions, thereby  augmenting  the  difficulties  incident  to 
the  present  condition  of  things.  Whether  this  go- 
vernment, with  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  states, 
has  any  power  to  constrain  the  banks,  either  to  re- 
sume specie  payments  or  to  force  them  into  liquida- 
tion, is  an  inquiry  which  will  not  fail  to  claim  your 
consideration.  In  view  of  the  great  advantages  which 
are  allowed  the  corporators,  not  among  the  least  of 
which  is  the  authority  contained  in  most  of  their 
charters,  to  make  loans  to  three  times  the  amount 
of  their  capital,  thereby  often  deriving  three  times 
as  much  interest  on  the  same  amount  of  money  as 
any  individual  is  permitted  by  law  to  receive,  no  suf- 
ficient apology  can  be  urged  for  a long  continued 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  Such  suspension  is 
productive  of  the  greatest  detriment  to  the  public, 
by  expelling  from  circulation  the  precious  metals, 
and  seriously  hazarding  the  success  of  any  effort  that 
this  government  can  make,  to  increase  commercial 
facilities,  and  to  advance  the  public  interests. 

This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  and  the  indispen- 
sable necessity  for  a sound  currency  becomes  the 
more  manifest,  when  we  reflect  on  the  vast  amount 
of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country.  Of  this 
we  have  no  statistics,  nor  just  data  for  forming  ade- 
quate opinions.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
the  amount  of  transportation  coastwise,  by  sea,  and 
the  transportation  inland  by  rail  roads  and  canals, 
and  by  steamboats  and  other  modes  of  conveyance, 
over,  the  surface  of  our  vast  rivers  and  immense 
lakes,  and  Ihe  value  of  property  carried  and  inter- 
changed by  these  means,  form  a general  aggregate, 
to  which  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  large 
as  it  is,  makes  but  a distant  approach. 

In  the  absence  of  any  controlling  power  over  the 
subject,  which  by  forcing  a general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  would  at  once  have  the  effect  of  re- 
storing a sound  medium  of  exchange,  and  would 
leave  to  the  country  but  little  to  desire,  what  mea- 
sure of  relief,  falling  within  the  limits  of  our  consti- 
tutional competency,  does  it  become  this  government 
to  adopt?  It  was  my  painful  duty  at  your  last  session, 
under  the  weight  of  most  solemn  obligations,  to  dif- 
fer with  congress  on  the  measures  which  it  proposed 
for  my  approval,  and  which  it  doubtless  regarded  as 
corrective  of  existing  evils.  Subsequent  reflection, 
and  events  since  occurring,  have  only  served  to  con- 
firm me  in  the  opinions  then  entertained,  and  frank- 
ly expressed. 

I must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  no  scheme  of  go- 
vernmental policy,  unaided  by  individual  exertions, 
can  be  available  for  ameliorating  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things.  Commercial  modes  of  exchange  and 
a good  currency,  are  but  the  necessary  means  of  com- 
merce and  intercourse,  not  the  direct  productive 
sources  of  wealth.  Wealth  can  only  be  accumulated 
by  the  earnings  of  industry  and  the  savings  of  fru- 
gality; and  nothing  can  be  more  ill-judged  than  to 
look  to  facilities  in  borrowing,  or  to  a redundant  cir- 
culation, for  the  power  of  discharging  pecuniary  ob- 
ligations. The  country  is  full  of  resources  and  the 
people  full  of  energy,  and  the  great  and  permanent 
remedy  for  present  embarrassments  must  be  sought 
in  industry,  economy,  the  observance  of  good  faith, 
and  the  favorable  influence  of  time. 

[plan  suggested.] 

In  pursuance  of  a pledge  given  to  you  in  my  last 
message  to  congress,  which  pledge  I urge  as  an  apo- 
logy for  adventuring  to  present  you  the  details  of  any 
plan,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  be  ready  to 
submit  to  you,  should  you  require  it,  a plan  of  finance 
which  while  it  throws  around  the  public  treasure  rea- 
sonable guards  for  its  protection,  and  rests  on  powers 
acknowledged  in  practice  to  exist  from  the  origin  of 
the  government,  will,  at  the  same  time,  furnish  to 
the  country  a sound  paper  medium,  and  afford  all 
reasonable  facilities  for  regulating  the  exchanges. 
When  submitted,  you  will  perceive  in  it  a plan 
amendatory  of  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the 
treasury  department — subordinate  in  all  respects  to 
the  will  of  congress  directly,  and  the  will  of  the 
people  indirectly — self-sustaining,  should  it  be  found 
in  practice  to  realize  its  premises  in  theory,  and  re- 
pealable  at  the  pleasure  of  congress.  It  proposes 
by  effectual  restraints,  and  by  invoking  the  true  spirit 
of  our  institutions,  to  separate  the  purse  from  the 
sword;  or  more  properly  to  speak,  denies  any  other 
control  to  the  president  over  the  agents  who  may  be 
selected  to  carry  it  into  execution,  but  what  may  be 
indispensably  necessary  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  such 
agents;  and,  by  wise  regulations,  keeps  plainly  apart 
from  each  other  private  and  public  funds.  It  con- 
templates the  establishment  of  a board  of  control,  at 
the  seat  of  government,  with  agencies  at  prominent 
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commercial  points,  or  wherever  else  congress  shall 
direct,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys,  and  a substitution,  at  the  option  of 
the  public  creditor,  of  treasury  notes,  in  lieu  of  gold 
and  silver.  It  proposes  to  limit  the  issues  to  an 
amount  not  to  exceed  $15,000,000— without  the  ex- 
press sanction  of  the  legislative  power.  It  also  au- 
thorises the  receipt  of  individual  deposites  of  gold 
and  silver  to  a limited  amount,  and  the  granting  cer- 
tificates of  deposite,  divided  into  such  sums  as  may 
be  called  for  by  the  depositors.  It  proceeds  a step 
further,  and  authorises  the  purchase  and  sale  of  do- 
mestic bills  and  drafts  resting  on  a real  and  substan- 
tial basis,  payable  at  sight,  or  having  but  a short  time 
to  run,  and  drawn  on  places  not  less  than  one  hundred 
miles  apart — which  authority,  except  in  so  far  as  may 
be  necessary  for  government  purposes  exclusively,  is 
only  to  be  exerted  upon  the  express  condition,  that 
its  exercise  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  state  in 
which  the  agency  is  situated. 

In  order  to  cover  the  expenses  incident  to  the  plan, 
it  will  be  authorised  to  receive  moderate  premiums 
for  certificates  issued  on  deposites,  and  on  bills  bought 
and  sold,  and  thus,  as  far  as  its  dealings  extend,  to 
furnish  facilities  to  commercial  intercourse  at  the 
lowest  possible  rates,  and  to  subduct  from  the  earn- 
ings of  industry,  the  least  possible  sum.  It  uses  the 
state  banks  at  a distance  from  the  agencies,  as  aux- 
iliaries, without  imparting  any  power  to  trade  in  its 
name.  It  is  subjected  to  such  guards  and  restraints 
as  have  appeared  to  be  necessary.  It  is  the  creature 
of  law,  and  exists  only  at  the  pleasure  of  the  legis- 
lature. It  is  made  to  rest  on  an  actual  specie  basis, 
in  order  to  redeem  the  notes  at  the  places  of  issue — 
produces  no  dangerous  redundancy  of  circulation — 
affords  no  temptation  to  speculation— is  attended  by 
no  inflation  of  prices — is  equable  in  its  operation — 
makes  the  treasury  notes,  which  it  may  use  along 
with  the  certificates  of  deposite,  and  the  notes  of 
specie  paying  banks— convertible  at  the  place  where 
collected,  receivable  in  payment  of  government 
dues — and,  without  violating  any  principle  of  the 
constitution,  affords  the  government  and  the  peo- 
ple such  facilities  as  are  called  for  by  the  wants 
of  both.  Such,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  are  its  re- 
commendations, and  in  view  of  them  it  will  be  sub- 
mitted, whenever  you  may  require  it,  to  your  consi- 
deration. 

[OBJECTIONS  CONSIDERED.] 

I am  not  able  to  perceive  that  any  fair  and  candid 
objection  can  be  urged  against  the  plan,  the  princi- 
pal outlines  of  which  I have  thus  presented.  I can- 
not doubt  but  that  the  notes  which  it  proposes  to  fur- 
nish, at  the  voluntary  option  of  the  public  creditor, 
issued  in  lieu  of  the  revenue  and  its  certificates  of  de- 
posite, will  be  maintained  at  an  equality  with  gold 
and  silver,  every  where.  They  are  redeemable  in 
gold  and  silver  on  demand,  at  the  places  of  issue. 
They  are  receivable  every  where  in  payment  of  go- 
vernment dues.  The  treasury  notes  are  limited  to 
an  amount  of  one-fourth  less  than  the  estimated  an- 
nual receipts  of  the  treasury;  and  in  addition  they 
rest  upon  the  faith  of  the  government  for  their  re- 
demption. If  all  these  assuranc.es  are  not  sufficient 
to  make  them  available,  then  the  idea,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  of  furnishing  a sound  paper  medium  of  exchanges, 
may  be  entirely  abandoned. 

If  a fear  be  indulged  that  the  government  may  be 
tempted  to  run  into  excess  in  its  issues,  at  any  future 
day,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  such  apprehension  can 
reasonably  be  entertained,  until  all  confidence  in  the 
representatives  of  the  states  and  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  the  people  themselves,  shall  be  lost.  The 
weightiest  considerations  of  policy  require  that  the 
restraints  now  proposed  to  be  thrown  around  the 
measure  should  not,  for  light  causes,  be  removed. — 
To  argue  against  any  proposed  plan  its  liability  to 
possible  abuse,  is  to  reject  every  expedient.,  since 
every  thing  dependent  on  human  action  is  liable  to 
abuse.  Fifteen  millions  of  treasury  notes  may  be  is- 
sued as  the  maximum,  but  a discretionary  power  is  to 
be  given  to  the  board  of  control,  under  that  sum,  and 
every  consideration  will  unite  in  leading  them  to  feel 
their  way  with  caution.  For  the  eight  first  years  of 
the  existence  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
its  circulation  barely  exceeded  $4,000,000;  and  for 
five  of  its  most  prosperous  years,  it  was  about  equal 
to  $16,000,000;  furthermore,  the  authority  given  to 
receive  private  deposites  to  a limited  amount,  and  to 
issue  certificates  in  such  sums  as  may  be  called  for 
by  the  depositors,  may  so  far  fill  up  the  channels  of 
circulation  as  greatly  to  diminish  the  necessity  of  any 
considerable  issue  of  treasury  notes.  A restraint 
upon  the  amount  of  private  deposites  has  seemed  to 
be  indispensably  necessary,  from  an  apprehension 
thought  to  be  well  founded,  that  in  any  emergency  of 
trade,  confidence  might  be  so  far  shaken  in  the  banks 
as  to  induce  a withdrawal  from  them  of  private  de- 
posites, with  a view  to  ensure  their  unquestionable 
safety  when  deposited  with  the  government,  which 


might  prove  eminently  disastrous  to  the  state  banks. 
Is  it  objected  that  it  is.  proposed  to  authorise  the 
agencies  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange?  It  is  answered, 
that  such  dealings  are  to  be  carried  on  at  the  lowest 
possible  premium — are  made  to  rest  on  an  unques- 
tionably sound  basis — are  designed  to  re-imburse 
merely  the  expenses  which  would  otherwise  devolve 
upon  the  treasury,  and  are  in  strict  subordination  to 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  the 
Bank  of  Augusta  against  Earle,  and  other  reported 
cases;  and  thereby  avoids  all  conflict  with  state  juris- 
diction, which  I hold  to  be  indispensably  requisite. 
It  leaves  the  banking  privileges  of  the  states  without 
interference — looks  to  the  treasury  and  the  union — 
and,  while  furnishing  every  facility  to  the  first,  is 
careful  of  the  interests  of  the  last.  But  above  all, 
it  is  created  by  law,  is  amendable  by  law,  and  is  re 
pealable  by  law;  and  wedded  as  I am  to  no  theory, 
but  looking  solely  to  the  advancement  of  the  public 
good,  1 shall  be  amongst  the  very  first  to  urge  its  re- 
peal, if  it  be  found  not  to  subserve  the  purposes  and 
objects  for  which  it  may  be  created.  Nor  will  the 
plan  be  submitted  in  any  overweening  confidence,  in 
the  sufficiency  of  my  own  judgment,  but  with  much 
greater  reliance  on  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
congress.  I cannot  abandon  this  subject  without 
urging  upon  you,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  what- 
ever may  be  your  action  on  the  suggestions  which  I 
have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit,  to  relieve  the 
chief  executive  magistrate  by  any  and  all  constitu- 
tional means,  from  a controlling  power  over  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  If,  in  the  plan  proposed,  should  you 
deem  it  worthy  of  your  consideration,  that  separation 
is  not  as  complete  as  you  may  desire,  you  will,  doubt- 
less, amend  it  in  that  particular.  For  myself,  I dis- 
claim all  desire  to  have  any  control  over  the  public 
moneys,  other  than  what  is  indispensably  necessary, 
to  execute  the  laws  which  you  may  pass. 

[state  debts.] 

Nor  can  I fail  to  advert,  in  this  connection,  to  the 
debts  which  many  of  the  states  of  the  union  have 
contracted  abroad,  and  under  which  they  continue  to 
labor.  That  indebtedness  amounts  to  a sum  not  less 
than  $200,000,000,  and  which  has  been  retributed  to 
them,  for  the  most  part,  in  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, which  are  destined  to  prove  of  vast  importance 
in  ultimately  advancing  their  prosperity  and  wealth. 
For  the  debts  thus  contracted,  the  states  are  alone 
responsible.  I can  do  no  more  than  express  the  be- 
lief that  each  state  will  feel  itself  bound  by  every 
consideration  of  honor,  as  well  as  of  interest,  to  meet 
its  engagements  with  punctuality.  The  failure,  how- 
ever, of  any  one  state  to  do  so,  should  in  no  degree 
affect  the  credit  of  the  rest;  and  the  foreign  capitalist 
will  have  no  just  cause  to  experience  alarm  as  to  all 
other  state  stocks,  because  any  one  or  more  of  the 
states  may  neglect  to  provide  with  punctuality  the 
means  of  redeeming  their  engagements.  Even  such 
states,  should  there  be  any,  considering  the  great 
rapidity  with  which  their  resources  are  developing 
themselves,  will  not  fail  to  have  the  means,  at  no 
very  distant  day,  to  redeem  their  obligations  to  the 
uttermost  farthing;  nor  will  I doubt  but  that  in  view 
of  that  honorable  conduct  which  has  evermore  go- 
verned the  states,  and  the  people  of  this  union,  they 
will  each  and  all  resort  to  every  legitimate  expedi- 
ent, before  they  will  forego  a faithful  compliance 
with  their  obligations. 

[war  department.] 

From  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  other 
reports  accompanying  it,  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  fortifications  de- 
signed for  the  protection  of  our  principal  cities,  road- 
steads and  inland  frontier,  during  the  present  year; 
together  with  their  true  state  and  condition.  They 
will  be  prosecuted  to  completion  with  all  the  expe- 
dition which  the  means  placed  by  congress  at  the 
disposal  of  the  executive  will  allow. 

I recommend  particularly  to  your  consideration, 
that  portion  of  the  secretary’s  report  which  proposes 
the  establishment  of  a chain  of  military  posts,  from 
Council  Bluffs  to  some  point  on  the  Pacific  ocean, 
within  our  limits.  The  benefit  thereby  destined  to 
accrue  to  our  citizens  engaged  in  the  fur  tade,  over 
that  wilderness  region,  added  to  the  importance  of 
cultivating  friendly  relations  with  savage  tribes  in- 
habiting it,  and  at  the  same  time  of  giving  protection 
to  our  frontier  settlements,  and  of  establishing  the 
means  of  safe  intercourse  between  the  American  set- 
tlements at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  and 
those  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  would 
seem  to  suggest  the  importance  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  recommendations  upon  this  head  with  as  little 
delay  as  may  be  practicable. 

[navy  department.] 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  will  place 
you  in  possession  of  the  present  condition  of  that  im- 
portant arm  of  the  national  defence.  Every  effort 
will  be  made  to  add  to  its  efficiency,  and  I eannot  too 
strongly  urge  upon  you,  liberal  appropriations  to  that 


branch  of  the  public  service.  Inducements  of  lh< 
weightiest  character  exist  for  the  adoption  of  th» 
course  of  policy.  Our  extended  and  otherwise  ex- 
posed maritime  frontier,  calls  for  protection,  to  the 
furnishing  of  which  an  efficient  naval  force  is  in- 
! dispensable.  We  look  to  no  foreign  conquests,  nor 
j do  we  propose  to  enter  into  competition  with  any 
j other  nation  for  supremacy  on  the  ocean — but  it  is 
l due  not  only  to  the  honor,  but  to  the  security  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  that  no  nation  should  be 
permitted  to  invade  our  waters  at  pleasure,  and  sub- 
1 ject  our  towns  and  villages  to  conflagration  or  pil- 
lage. Economy  in  all  branches  of  the  public  service, 

: is  due  from  all  the  public  agents  to  the  people — but 
i parsimony  alone  would  suggest  the  withholding  of  the 
1 necessary  means,  for  the  protection  of  our  domestic 
firesides  from  invasion,  and  our  national  honor  from 
j disgrace.  I would  most  earnestly  recommend  to 
j congress,  to  abstain  from  all  appropriations,  for  ob- 
jects not  absolutely  necessary;  but  I take  upon  my- 
I self,  without  a moment  of  hesitancy,  all  the  respon- 
sibility of  recommending  the  increase  and  prompt 
equipment  of  that  gallant  navy,  which  has  lighted  up 
every  sea  with  its  victories,  and  spread  an  imperisha- 
ble glory  over  the  country. 

[post  office  department.] 

The  report  of  the  postmaster  general  will  claim 
[ your  particular  attention,  not  only  because  of  the  va- 
, luable  suggestions  which  it  contains,  but  because  of 
. the  great  importance  which,  at  all  times,  attaches  to 
that  interesting  branch  of  the  public  service.  The 
j increasing  expense  of  transporting  the  mail  along  the 
| principal  routes,  necessarily  claims  the  public  atten- 
| tion,  and  has  awakened  a corresponding  solicitude  on 
! the  partof  the  government.  The  transmission  of  the 
mail  must  keep  pace  with  those  facilities  of  inter- 
communication which  are  everyday  becoming  great- 
er through  the  building  of  rail  roads,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  steam  power — but  it  cannot  be  disguised 
that,  in  order  to  do  so,  the  post  office  department  is 
! subjected  to  heavy  exactions.  The  lines  of  commu- 
| nication  between  distant  parts  of  the  union,  are,  to  a 
' great  extent,  occupied  by  rail  roads,  which,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  possess  a complete  monopoly,  and 
the  department  is  therefore  liable  to  heavy  and  un- 
reasonable charges.  This  evil  is  destined  to  great 
increase  in  future,  and  some  timely  measure  may  be- 
come necessary  to  guard  against  it. 

[appointments  to  office.] 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  your  consideration 
a practice  which  has  grown  up  in  the  administration 
of  the  government,  and  which,  I am  deeply  convinc- 
ed, ought  to  be  corrected.  I allude  to  the  exercise  of 
the  power,  which  usage,  rather  than  reason,  has 
vested  in  the  presidents,  of  removing  incumbents 
from  office,  in  order  to  substitute  others  more  in  fa- 
vor with  the  dominant  party.  My  own  conduct,  in 
this  respect,  has  been  governed  by  a conscientious 
purpose  to  exercise  the  removing  power,  only  in  ca- 
ses of  unfaithfulness  or  inability,  or  in  those  in  which 
its  exercise  appeared  necessary,  in  order  to  discoun- 
tenance and  suppress  that  spirit  of  active  partisanship 
on  the  part  of  holders  of  office,  which  not  only  with- 
draws them  from  the  steady  and  impartial  discharge 
of  their  official  duties,  but  exerts  an  undue  and  inju- 
rious influence  over  elections,  and  degrades  the  cha- 
racter of  the  government  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhi- 
bits the  chief  magistrate,  as  being  a party,  through 
his  agents,  in  the  secret  plots  or  open  workings  of 
political  parties. 

In  respect  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  nothing 
should  be  left  to  discretion,  which  may  safely  be  re- 
gulated by  law;  and  it  is  of  high  importance  to  re- 
strain, as  far  as  possible,  the  stimulus  of  personal  in- 
terests in  public  elections.  Considering  the  great  in- 
crease which  has  been  made  in  public  offices,  in  the 
last  quarter  of  a century,  and  the  probability  of  far- 
ther increase,  we  incur  the  hazard  of  witnessing  vio- 
lent political  contests,  directed  too  often  to  the  single 
object  of  retaining  office,  by  those  who  are  in,  or  ob- 
taining it,  by  those  who  are  out.  Under  the  influence 
of  these  convictions,  I shall  cordially  concur  in  any 
constitutional  measures  for  regulating,  and  by  regu- 
lating, restraining,  the  power  of  removal. 

[SMITHSONIAN  FUND.] 

I suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of 
making,  without  further  delay,  some  specific  appli- 
cation of  the  funds  derived  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  of  England,  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge; 
and  which  have,  heretofore,  been  vested  in  public 
stocks,  until  such  time  as  congress  should  think  pro- 
per to  give  them  a specific  direction.  Nor  will  you, 
I feel  confident,  permit  any  abatement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  legacy  to  be  made,  should  it  turn  out  that 
the  stocks,  in  which  the  investments  have  been  made, 
have  undergone  a depreciation. 

[DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.] 

In  conclusion,  I commend  to  your  care  (he  inter- 
ests of  this  District,  for  which  you  are  the  exclusive 
legislators.  Considering  that  this  city  is  the  resi- 
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dence  of  the  government,  and,  for  a large  part  of  the 
year,  of  congress,  and,  considering  also,  the  great 
cost  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  propriety  of  af- 
fording them  at  all  times  careful  protection,  it  seems 
not  unreasonable  that  congress  should  contribute  to- 
wards the  expense  of  an  efficient  police. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  7,  1841. 


TWENTV-SEVENTII  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


[A  full  list  of  the  members’  names  will  be  found  on 
page  195,  volume  60,  of  the  Register.] 

SENATE. 

December  6.  The  president  of  the  senate  took  his 
seat  at  12  o’clock,  and,  having  called  the  body  to  or- 
der, the  following  senators  were  found  to  be  present, 
viz: 

From  Maine — Messrs.  Evans  and  Williams. 

From  Massachusetts — Mr.  Rates. 

From  Vermont — Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Phelps. 

From  Connecticut — Messrs.  Huntington  and  Smith. 

From  Mew  York — Messrs.  Tallmadge  and  Wright. 

From  Mew  Jersey — Mr.  Southard. 

From  Pennsylvania— Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Stur- 
geon. 

From  Delaware — Messers.  Clayton  and  Bayard. 

From  Maryland — Mr.  Kerr. 

From  Virginia — Messrs.  Archer  and  Rives. 

From  Morth  Carolina — Messrs.  Graham  and  Man- 
gum. 

From  Louisiana — Mr.  Mouton. 

From  Kentucky — Mr.  Clay. 

From  Ohio — Messrs.  Allen  and  Tappan. 

From  Indiana — Messrs.  Smith  and  White. 

From  Illinois — Mr.  Young. 

From  Missouri — Messrs.  Benton  and  Linn. 

From  Arkansas — Mr.  Fulton. 

From  Michigan — Mr.  Porter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  inform 
the  house  of  representatives  that  a quorum  of  the  se- 
nate is  assembled,  and  that  the  senate  is  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kerr,  the  usual  number  of  papers 
were  ordered  to  be  furnished  to  each  senator,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  amount  three  daily  papers. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives stating  that  a committee  had  been  appoint- 
ed on  its  part  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  a quorum  of  the  two 
houses  had  assembled,  and  that  congress  is  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make.  The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house;  and,  having  concurred  in  the  same, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  chair  appoint  a committee  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  whereupon  Messrs.  Bayard  and 
Bates  were  appointed. 

On  motion,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  7.  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Woodbury,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Mclloberts,  of  Illinois,  ap- 
peared in  their  seats. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  senate  to  join  that  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  wait  on  the  president,  reported  that  the 
president  had  been  waited  on  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution,  and  that  a message  would  be  communicat- 
ed in  writing  at  12  o’clock. 

A few  minutes  after  12  o’clock  a message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  president,  through  Robert  Tyler,  esq. 
which  having  been  read  by  the  secretary — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  messsage  and  do- 
cuments were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  usual  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  documents  and  the  message  be 

printed. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  ex- 
tra number  of  copies  which  had  been  moved,  with- 
out exprossing  his  opinion  briefly  upon  the  message, 
and  particularly  in  reference  to  that  feature  of  it 
which  related  to  the  new  “fiscal  agent.”  Looking 
over  the  message,  as  it  was  read,  he  saw  the  outline 
of  the  plan  of  the  president,  and  learned  enough  to 
know  what  were  the  details  of  the  plan  to  be  furnish- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  I apprehend, 
said  Mr.  Benton,  that  no  details  of  such  a plan  can 
meet  any  part  of  my  approbation.  1 regard  it  as  fla- 
grantly unconstitutional,  and  eminently  dangerous  to 
the  country.  The  federal  government  was  called 
upon  to  issue  paper  money;  and  as  the  constitution 
was  draughted  congress  had  no  power  to  issue  bills  of 
credit,  or  paper  money.  The  attempt  or  proposition 
to  give  such  power  failed  to  be  established.  The 
plan  now  proposed  was  to  make  the  government  a 
hard  money  government,  and  the  proposition  in  the 
message  was  to  do  not  only  what  was  not  granted, 
but  what  was  positively  denied. 


The  proposition  to  issue  bills  of  exchange  for  com- 
merce was  a new  invention,  utterly  unknown  to  Gen. 
Hamilton  when  he  proposed  a bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  plan  was  not  only  utterly  unknown  to 
him,  but  it  was  invented  by  Mr.  Biddle  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  this  government  a furnisher  of  bills  of 
exchange.  Mr.  Biddle  brought  it  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  the  government  from  a hard 
money  to  a paper  money  government.  I entirely  ob- 
ject, (continued  Mr.  B.)  to  allowing  this  government 
to  become  a furnisher  of  exchange.  The  power  to 
lurnish  bills  of  exchange  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  con- 
stitution, nor  any  power  equivalent  to  it.  While  we 
are  called  upon  to  furnish  bills  of  exchange  for  com- 
merce, why  should  we  not  be  called  upon  to  furnish 
drafts  for  farmers?  Such  a power  was  utterly  un- 
known to  the  constitution  and  wholly  pernicious  in 
its  practice.  It  was  nothing  more  than  the  British 
exchequer  system  revived.  It  began  with  ihe  first 
George,  continued  with  the  second  George,  and  had 
been  handed  down  to  the  present  time.  It  was  the 
system  by  which  the  British  government  had  lost  nine 
millions  sterling.  The  one  system  was  borrowed 
from  sir  Robert  Walpole  and  the  other  from  Mr. 
Biddle,  who  was  in  the  city  a few  weeks  since,  and, 
without  doubt,  furnished  it  for  the  government. 

But  this  is  not  the  time  to  discuss  this  question. 
Formerly,  the  message  was  gone  into  regularly,  and 
contributed  to  regularity  of  debate  afterward,  but 
the  occasion  for  discussion  did  not  now  present  itself, 
nor  would  it  be  treating  the  president  of  the  United 
States  with  proper  respect  to  do  so;  but  I could  not 
sit  still  and  permit  the  message  to  pass  through  this 
chamber  without  expressing  my  utter  repugnance  to 
the  system  proposed,  regarding  it,  as  I do,  as  emi- 
nently unconstitutional,  calculated  to  change  the 
currency  of  the  constitution  to  a paper  money  cur- 
rency— to  abandon  the  hard  money  government  of 
our  ancestors,  and  borrowing,  instead  of  it,  a system 
borrowed  from  sir  Horace  Walpole  and  the  high 
tory  times  of  Queen  Anne.  We  propose  to  go  far 
beyond  what  Genera)  Hamilton  advocated.  He  ut- 
terly repudiated  the  idea  of  exchange,  which  was 
now  proposed,  in  addition  to  the  plan  to  issue  paper 
money  by  the  government.  The  two  plans  have  my 
utter  abhorrence,  and  I shall  avail  myself  of  the  ear- 
liest appropriate  opportunity  to  sustain  what  I have 
said,  by  arguments  and  by  references  against  what  I 
regard  as  a formal  proposition  to  change  the  hard 
money  system  of  our  government  into  that  of  the 
paper  money  system  of  Great  Britain,  and  which 
had  increased  the  debt  of  that  government,  from  the 
reign  of  George,  from  the  sum  of  twenty-one  mil- 
lions sterling  into  the  enormous  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred millions. 

The  chair  stated  that  the  number  of  copies  ordered 
to  be  printed  had  varied  at  different  sessions. 

Mr.  Smith  then  suggested  that  fifteen  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  message  and  accompanying  documents, 
and  three  thousand  five  hundred  additional  copies  of 
the  message,  be  printed;  which  having  been  agreed 
to — 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  that  when  the  senate  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  12  o’clock;  which  motion  having 
been  agreed  to — 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  8.  The  following  senators  appeared 
to-day  in  their  seats:  Messsrs.  Dixon  and  Simmons, 
of  Rhode  Island;  Mr.  Barrow,  of  Louisiana;  Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama;  Mr.  Miller,  of  New  Jersey;  Mr.  Choate, 
of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Berrien,  of  Georgia;  Mr.  Mer- 
rick, of  Maryland. 

A resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Archer,  that  two 
chaplains,  of  different  denominations,  be  elected  to 
congress  during  the  present  session,  one  by  each 
house,  to  interchange  weekly,  was  adopted. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  ad- 
journed. 

MU -TTMiyillP  I 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  6.  At  12  o’clock  M.  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  hon.  John  While, 
took  the  chair  and  called  the  house  to  order. 

The  clerk  of  the  house,  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke, 
esq.  called  the  roll,  when  the  following  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

Maine — Nathan  Clifford,  Wm.  P.  Fessenden,  N. 
S.  Littlefield,  Benjamin  Randall. 

JVeto  Hampshire — Charles  G.  Atherton,  Edmund 
Burke,  Ira  A.  Eastman,  John  R.  Reding. 

Massachusetts — John  Quincy  Adams,  Nathaniel  B. 
Borden,  George  N.  Briggs,  Barker  Burnell,  Wm.  B. 
Calhoun,  Caleb  Cushing,  Charles  Hudson,  William 
Parmenter,  Robert  C.  Winthrop. 

Rhode  Island — Robert  B.  Cranston,  Joseph  L.  Til- 
linghast. 

Connecticut — Wm.  U.  Boardman,  John  H.  Brock- 
way, Thomas  B.  Orsborne,  Truman  Smith,  Joseph 
Trumbull,  Thomas  W.  Williams. 
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Vermont — Horace  Everett,  Hiland  Hall,  John  Mat- 
tocks, William  Slade,  Augustus  Young. 

Mew  York — Alfred  Babcock,  Daniel  D.  Barnard, 
Bernard  Blair,  Sam’l  S.  Bowne,  David  P.  Brewster, 
Timothy  Childs,  Thos.  C.  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Stanley  N.  Clarke,  James  G.  Clinton,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Andrew  W.  Doig,  Millard  Fillmore,  Charles 
A.  Floyd,  John  G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Seth 
M.  Gates,  Samuel  Gordon,  Jacob  Houck,  jr.  Hiram 
P.  Hunt,  Archibald  L.  Linn,  Samuel  Partridge,  Lewis 
Riggs,  Jas.  I.  Roosevelt,  John  Sanford,  Aaron  Ward, 
Fernando  Wood,  John  Young. 

Mew  Jersey — John  B.  Aycrigg,  William  Halsted, 
John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Charles 
C.  Stratton,  Thomas  Jones  Yorlce. 

Pennsylvania — Henry  W.  Beeson,  Benj.  A.  Bid- 
lack,  Chas.  Brown,  James  Cooper,  Joseph  Fornance, 
James  Gerry,  Thomas  Henry,  James  Irvin,  Wm.  W. 
Irwin,  Wm.  Jack,  Francis  James,  Geo.  M.  Kcim, 
Joseph  Lawrence,  Albert  G.  Marchand,  Peter  New- 
hard,  Arnold  Plumer,  Robert  Ramsey,  Wm.  Simon- 
ton,  John  Snyder,  George  W.  Toland,  John  West- 
brook. 

Delaware — George  B.  Rodney. 

Maryland — Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Alexander  Randall,  Augustus  R.  Sollers,  James  W. 
Williams. 

Virginia — Richard  W.  Barton,  John  M.  Botts, 
Walter  Coles,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  Wm.  L.  Goggin, 
Win.  O.  Goode,  Wm.  A.  Harris,  Samuel  L.  Hays, 
George  W.  Hopkins,  Edmund  W.  Hubard,  Cuthbert 
Powell,  Wm.  Smith,  Lewis  Steenrod,  Alexander  H. 
II.  Stuart,  George  W.  Summers,  John  Taliaferro, 
Henry  A.  Wise. 

Morth  Carolina — Green  W.  Caldwell,  John  R.  J. 
Daniel,  Edmund  Deberry,  James  Graham,  Kenneth 
Rayner,  Augustine  II.  Shepperd,  Edward  Stanly, 
William  H.  Washington,  Lewis  Williams. 

South  Carolina — R.  Barnwell  Rhett. 

Georgia — Richard  W.  Habersham,  James.  A.  Me- 
riwether. 

Kentucky — Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Linn  Boyd,  Wm- 
O.  Butler,  Garrett  Davis,  Bryan  O.  Owsley,  John 
Pope,  John  B.  Thompson,  Philip  Triplett,  Joseph  R. 
Underwood,  John  White,  speaker. 

Tennessee — Thomas  D.  Arnold,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Milton  Brown,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Camp- 
bell, Robert  L.  Caruthers,  Meredith  P.  Gentry,  Cave 
Johnson,  Abraham  McClellan,  Hopkins  L.  Turney, 
Harvey  M.  Watterson,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christo. 
II.  Williams. 

Ohio — Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Benjamin  S.  Covven, 
Ezra  Dean,  Wm.  Doan,  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  P.  G. 
Goode,  Samson  Mason,  Joshua  Mathiot,  James  Mat- 
thews, Wm.  Medill,  Calvary  Morris,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Nathaniel  G.  Pendleton,  Joseph  Ridgway,  S. 
Stokely,  George  Sweney,  John  B.  Weller. 

Louisiana — John  B.  Dawson,  John  Moore. 

Indiana — Andrew  Kennedy,  Henry  S.  Lane,  Geo. 
H.  Proffit,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  David  Wallace. 

Illinois — Zadok  Casey,  John  Reynolds,  John  T. 
Stuart. 

Alabama — Geo.  S.  Houston,  Wm.  W.  Payne. 

Missouri— John  C.  Edwards,  John  Miller. 

Arkansas — Edward  Cross. 

Michigan — Jacob  M.  Howard. 

Iowa — Augustus  C.  Dodge,  delegate. 

The  hon.  Henry  Dodge,  member  elect  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  Wiskonsan,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  hon.  Francis  Granger,  member  elect  from  the 
state  of  New  York,  vice  hon.  John  Greig,  resigned, 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  the 
hands  of  A.  Dickins,  esq.  secretary  thereof,  inform- 
ing the  house  that  a quorum  of  the  senate  had  as- 
sembled, and  that  that  body  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Mr.  W C.  Johnson  rose  and  said  he  availed  him- 
self of  this  occasion  to  say,  that,  at  the  last  session  of 
congress  he  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
most  important  committees  of  the  house,  and  that  it 
might  be  possible  that  the  speaker,  in  remodelling  the 
committees,  would  again  place  him  (Mr.  J.)  in  the 
position  he  then  occupied.  He  requested  the  speak- 
er to  disconnect  his  (Mr.  J.’s)  name  from  that  com- 
mittee. He  made  this  request,  because  the  measure 
most  important  in  his  consideration,  and  in  which  he 
felt  the  deepest  interest,  had  already  been  passed; 
and,  although  there  were  many  other  subjects  of  great 
importance  which  might  come  before  that  commit- 
tee, yet  there  were  none  in  which  he  felt  so  great  an 
interest. 

Another  reason  which  he  had  for  making  this  re- 
quest was,  that  he  proposed,  in  the  progress  of  this 
session,  and  on  the  earliest  suitable  occasion,  to  move 
the  appointment  of  a select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  a national  foundry. 

Whilst  he  was  on  the  floor,  he  would  submit  a mo- 
tion that  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  26th  congress  be 
adopted  as  the  rules  of  this  congress  until  otherwise 
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ordered,  or  until  the  rules  reported  by  a committee 
which  had  heretofore  been  appointed  should  be  taken 
up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  an  amendment  to  offer  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
He  (Mr.  A.)  was  perfectly  willing  to  adopt  the  rules 
of  the  26th  congress,  as  they  existed  at  the  close  of 
the  second  session  of  the  26th  congress,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  21st  rule.  (Laughter). 

[Note. — The  rule  referred  to  is  in  the  following 
words: 

“No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  paper 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the  slave  trade 
between  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United  States 
in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by  this 
house,  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever.”] 

Mr.  A.  had  prepared  a resolution,  he  said,  which 
he  would  now  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  which 
was  then  read  as  follows: 

“Strike  out  all  after  the  word  resolved,  and  insert: 
That  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness in  the  house  of  representatives  in  force  at  the 
close  of  the  second  session  of  the  56th  congress,  ex- 
cept the  21st  rule  of  the  house,  be  and  are  hereby 
adopted  until  the  further  order  of  the  house.” 

He  would  be  glad  to  see  the  rules,  as  they  existed 
at  the  close  of  the  second  session  of  the  26th  con- 
gress, adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  21st;  that 
rule  had  been  expressly  excluded  at  the  last  session 
by  three  distinct  votes  of  the  house. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  modified  his  proposition  to  read 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  26th  con- 
gress, as  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  said  congress,  be 
the  rules  and.  orders  of  this  congress  until  others  are 
adopted.” 

All  that  he  proposed  to  do  was  to  adopt  the  rules 
referred  to  until  such  time  as  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  house  could  be  regularly  revised. 

Mr.  Mams  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land that  the  rule  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress extended  to  all  petitions.  It  did  not  refer  at  all 
to  abolition  petitions;  but  it  provided  that  objection 
should  be  considered  as  made  to  any  petitions,  with 
some  special  exceptions. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  foresaw  that  it  was  indispensa- 
ble that  this  question  should  now  be  settled;  and  the 
only  point  to  be  decided  was,  what  was  the  best 
mode.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  rules  of  the  last 
session  might  with  great  propriety  be  adopted  for  a 
limited  time. 

Mr.  Stanly,  in  order,  he  said,  to  carry  out  the 
views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Fillmore),  desired  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  he  hoped  would  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  house,  and  which  was  read  as  follows: 

“Strike  out  all  after  the  word  that,  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: The  rules  adopted  by  this  house  at  the  last  ses- 
sion be  the  rules  for  the  government  of  (his  house  for 
fifteen  days,  unless  others  shall  be  adopted  before  the 
expiration  of  that  time. 

“ Resolved , That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  rules, 
made  near  the  close  of  the  last  session,  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  this  house,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and  for  each  succeeding  day  until 
the  same  is  disposed  of.’’ 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  he  thought  it  was  apparent 
that,  if  this  resolution  was  adopted,  the  house  would 
be  organized  without  delay.  The  committees  could 
then  be  appointed;  the  rules  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee could  be  printed,  and  the  house  could  go  on 
in  the  usual  order  of  business.  He  hoped  the  house 
would  not  present  the  disgraceful  scene  of  being 
again  without  rules  and  without  organization.  He 
hoped  the  majority  (though  he  confessed  he  did  not 
know  exactly  where  or  what  it  was) — but  he  hoped 
that  all  those  who  were  desirious  of  transacting  the 
public  business  would  come  forward  and  organize; 
and,  to  let  the  country  see  who  were  willing  to  do  so, 
he  would  now,  if  in  order,  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Proffit  rose,  and  was  addressing  the  chair — 

The  speaker.  The  previous  question  has  been 
moved. 

Mr.  Mams  submitted  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  motion  was  in  order,  the 
house  being  now  governed  by  the  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  Jlslams.  I have  a great  objection  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stanly) — 

Mr.  Proffit  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  the  previous 
question  had  been  moved. 

The  speaker. . Yes. 

Mr.  Proffit.  Is  it  debatable? 

The  speaker.  No. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  he  understood  that  the  question 
was  debatable,  so  far  as  regarded  the  propriety  of 
putting  the  previous  question. 


The  speaker  said  that  the  question  of  the  propriety 
of  putting  the  previous  question  would  admit  of  a 
very  limited  debate. 

Mr.  Proffit  proceeded  briefly  to  oppose  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question.  It  was,  he  said,  unfair, 
unparliamentary,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  that  members  should  be  called  upon  to 
vote  without  having  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  sentiments.  He  thought  the  question  ought  to 
be  discussed;  and,  if  responsibility  was  to  rest  any 
where,  let  it  be  upon  those  who  brought  abolition 
petitions  into  this  house. 

Mr.  Stanly.  I call  the  gentleman  to  order.  We 
shall  not,  I hope,  discuss  abolition  petitions  yet. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr. 
Proffit)  must  confine  himself  to  the  point  of  the  pro- 
priety of  putting  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  he  was  showing  why  the  previous 
question  should  not  be  put.  He  had  a circular  on 
his  table,  with  black  lines  (he  was  understood  to 
say)  drawn  round  it,  calling  upon  him  and  others  to 
meet  this  question  as  the  question  of  the  session — 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  this  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  Proffit  submitted  to  the  chair  that  he  was 
strictly  in  order. 

The  speaker  sa.id  he  thought  not. 

Mr.  Proffit  believed,  he  said,  that  he  had  a right  to 
show  why  he  and  others  should  speak  their  senti- 
ments on  this  subject.  He  wished  to  show  that 
there  was  a regular  abolition  party  in  this  country — 

Mr.  Stanly  hoped  the  speaker  would  enforce  the 
rules. 

The  speaker  called  Mr.  Proffit  to  order,  and  decid- 
ed that  his  remarks  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Mams  said,  that  if  the  speaker  decided  that 
in  the  absence  of  all  rules  the  previous  question  could 
be  moved  or  recognised,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  appeal 
from  that  decision.  The  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly)  prevented 
the  presentation  of  all  petitions  for  fifteen  days. 
There  was  (had  been)  a rule  of  the  house — and  a 
most  valuable  rule  it  was — which  provided  that  for 
the  first  thirty  days  of  the  session  petitions  should 
be  the  order  of  the  day.  If  this  privilege  was  tak- 
en away  for  one  petition,  it  was  thus  taken  away  for 
all  petitions  for  fifteen  days  to  come. 

Mr.  Proffit  here  interrupted  Mr.  Mams,  with  the 
remark  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  not  yielded  the  floor;  nor 
had  he  understood  the  speaker  as  deciding  him  to  be 
out  of  order. 

The  sjjeaker  said  he  had  decided  the  gentleman 
to  be  out  of  order.  The  gentleman  had  a right  to 
appeal. 

Mr.  Proffit  appealed,  and  inquired  if  the  appeal 
was  debatable? 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  could  state  the 
grounds  of  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  they  were  these.  He  was  not 
transgressing  the  strict  limit  of  showing  why  the 
question  ought  not  to  be  called;  he  was  showing  the 
reasons  why  these  petitions  ought  not  to  be  present- 
ed, and  why- he  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting his  opinions  on  the  subject.  He  wished  to 
show  that  there  was  a regularly  organized  abolition 
party — having  a committee  (he  was  understood  to 
say)  with  a member  of  congress  at  the  head  of  it — 
and  a committee  of  attendance  here  to  aid  in  the  ques- 
tion— 

The  speaker  said  that,  under  the  parliamentary  law, 
the  debate  allowed  on  the  appeal  was  very  limited, 
It  must  be  confined  exclusively  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion alone. 

Mr.  Proffit  then  withdrew  his  appeal,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams  submitted  to  the  speaker  that,  in 
the  absence  of  rules,  the  previous  question  could  not. 
he  recognised  or  moved. 

The  speaker  decided  that,  in  the  absence  of  written 
rules,  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  be  governed  by  the  lex  parliamentaria, 
in  which  the  previous  question  was  recognised,  and 
that  in  cases  analogous  to  the  present  the  previous 
question  had  been  moved,  recognised  and  put  in  the 
house,  and  that  he  should  therefore  receive  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Mams,  alleging  that  the  law  of  parliament 
was  not  the  law  of  this  house,  without  the  sanction 
of  the  house  itself,  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
speaker,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Gilmer  inquired  of  the  speaker  by  what  autho- 
rity the  parliamentary  law  of  England  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  rule  of  this  house.  He  (Mr.  G.)  un- 
derstood that  no  vote  of  this  house  had  been  taken 
adopting  what  was  called  the  parliamentary  law  of 
England  as  the  rule  of  its  proceeding. 

The  speaker  said  that  there  was  certainly  no  writ- 
ten law,  or  adopted  rule,  by  which  the  parliamentary 
law,  or  any  other  law,  governed  this  house  until  re- 


gular rules  of  proceeding  were  adopted.  But  such 
had  been  the  rule,  and  such  was  the  precedent. 

Mr.  Gilmer  considered  it  a very  imperfect  rule,  he 
said,  and  if  called  upon  to  vote,  he  should  himself 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Everett,  in  reply  to  the  objections  of  Mr  Gil- 
mer, submitted  that  the  law  w hich  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  adopt  was  not  the  British  law,  but  that 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  usage  of  this  house. 
On  that  ground  he  should  sustain  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Cushing  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  an  ex- 
isting parliamentary  law,  and  he  was  in  favo  of  sus- 
taining it. 

The  speaker  having  again  defined  the  limits  of  the 
debate — 

Mr.  Charles  Broion  thought,  he  said,  that  the  house 
was  again  moving  in  the  same  circle  as  it  had  done 
heretofore.  He  was  in  hopes  that  they  had  met  in 
a different  spirit;  but  since  there  was  a determination 
evinced  to  go  round  in  this  same  circle,  he  would 
say  something  of  a character  similar  to  that  which 
he  had  said  on  a former  occasion.  He  wished  to 
know  where  the  parliamentary  law  was  to  be  found. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing) 
had  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  arbitrary  discretion 
in  the  speaker.  So,  also,  was  he,  (Mr.  B.)  If  the 
speaker  would  point  to  the  book — to  the  written  code 
of  parliamentary  law,  by  which  his  decisions  were 
guided,  he  (Mr.  B.)  might  probably  be  willing  to 
adopt  it.  But  until  that  was  done  by  the  speaker, 
it  was  undoubtedly  within  the  discretion  of  the 
speaker  to  determine  as  he  thought  proper  every 
question  that  might  arise  having  reference  to  the  or- 
der of  the  house.  If  ex  necessitate,  they  were  to  adopt 
any  temporary  law,  then  it  was  the  law  of  the  last 
session.  He  was  opposed  to  this  parliamentary  law, 
because  he  knew  not  where  it  was;  and  he  was  in 
favor  of  leaving  it  to  themselves,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  to  be  governed  by  their  own  sense 
of  what  was  right,  until  proper  rules  should  be 
agreed  upon.  He  was  opposed  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion— it  was  calculated  to  throw  the  house  into  a 
state  of  irritation.  He  trusted  that  the  house  would 
allow  itself  time  to  hear  all  that  could  be  said,  and 
that  it  would  then  adopt  such  rules  as  would  conduce 
to  its  own  peace  and  harmony,  and  to  the  transaction 
of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  perceived  that  if  they  began  this 
debate,  they  would  be  very  apt  to  delay  the  business 
of  the  house  and  the  nation  beyond  a reasonable  time, 
that  the  senate  had  already  organized,  and  courtesy 
demanded  that  the  house  should  respond  to  its  mes- 
sage; and,  that  something  might  be  done  besides  this 
discussion,  with  the  general  consent  of  the  house,  he 
would  move  that  a committee  be  now  appointed  to 
join  such  committee  as  should  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  and  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress were  now  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business.  He  made  this  motion,  as  it  was  the  most 
favorable  moment;  as  otherwise,  if  they  became  in- 
volved in  this  debate,  they  would  not  get  the  message 
of  the  president  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Briggs  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution,  which  should 
now  be  adopted,  by  general  consent,  out  of  courtesy 
to  the  senate.  Mr.  Wise  complying  with  this  re- 
quest, Mr.  B.  sent  to  the  chair  a resolution  providing 
that  a message  be  sent  to  the  senate  informing  that 
body  that  a quorum  of  this  house  had  assembled,  and 
that  the  house  was  ready  to  proceed  to  business; 
which  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wise  then  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  by  the  clerk: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  house,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the 
Uni  ed  States  and  inform  him  that  a quorum  of  the  two 
houses  is  assembled,  and  that  congress  is  now  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to-make. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said  if  they  received  the  mes- 
sage they  could  do  nothing  without  rules. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  the  speaker  had  decided  that  the 
parliamentary  law  existed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Wise  was  adopted;  aud  Messrs.  Wise, 
Briggs  and  Cliffcn-d,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  appeal  taken  by 
Mr.  Adams  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  speaker  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  recognised  in  various 
cases  the  force  of  parliamentary  law  in  this  house 
while  he  occupied  the  speaker’s  chair.  It  would  be 
acknowledged  that  at  the  beginning  of  every  previ- 
ous congress,  the  existence  of  parliamentary  law  had 
been  recognised  for  the  government  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Adams  said,  whenever  an  adoption  of  any  par- 
liamentary law  took  place  during  the  time  lie  had 
the  honor  of  sitting  in  the  speaker’s  chair,  it  was  by 
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an  act  of  this  house,  and  not  by  a decision  of  the  speak- 
er; and  never  yet  had  it  been — which  would  be  the 
case  if  the  decision  of  the  speaker  was  sustained,  and 
would  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  speaker  to  arrest 
any  debate  whatever  without  rules  at  all. 

The  question  “shall  the  decision  of  the  speaker 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  aflirmative;  yeas  147. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  Charles  Brown, 
Burnell,  Caldwell,  Coles,  R.  D.  Davis,  J.  G.  Floyd, 
Gates,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Hays,  Houck,  Howard,  C. 
Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  A.  McClellan — 17. 

So  the  decision  of  the  speaker  was  sustained. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  senate  by 
Asbury  Dickins,  their  secretary,  informing  the  house 
that  the  senate  had  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the 
house  for  the  appointment  of  a joint  committee  to 
wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  had 
appointed  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Bates  on  their  part.] 

The  previous  question  having  been  called,  the 
speaker  decided  that  the  question  was  first  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stanly  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Mams  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Win.  Cost  Johnson. 

Mr.  Jltherton  said  that,  in  adopting  the  rules  of  last 
session  for  the  government  of  the  house  for  a limited 
number  of  days,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Stanly,  they 
adopted  a rule  which  deprived  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  of  the  right  of  petitioning  for  fifteen  days.  On 
this  ground  he  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Jltherton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  83,  nays  86. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Jltherton  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Bab- 
cock, Barnard,  Blair,  Broadman,  Borden,  Botts,  Bowne, 
Bri  ggs,  Brock  way,  Burnell.  Calhoun, Casey,  Childs,  Chit- 
tenden, J.  C.  Clark,  S.  N.  Clarke,  Clinton,  Cooper,  Cow- 
en,  Cranston,  Cushing,  R.  D.  Davis,  Doig,  Everett,  Fes- 
senden, Fillmore.  J.  G.  Floyd,  A.  L.  Foster,  Gates,  Gen- 
try, Giddings,  P.  G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Granger,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  W. 
W.  Irwin,  James,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lawrence,  Linn, 
Littlefield,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well, Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partridge, 
Pendleton,  Ramsey,  B.  Randall,  Alt  xander  Randall, 
Randolph,  Ridgway,  Sanford,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Slukely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John 
T.  jstuart.  Tiuirghast,  'Poland,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Wallace,  Thos.  VV.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wood,  Yorke, 
Augustus  Young,  John  Young — 84. 

NAYS — Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Atherton, 
Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  M. 
Brown,  C.  Brown,  Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  G.  W. 
Caldwell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Clifford,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  J.  C.  Ed- 
wards. Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Win. 
O.  Goode,  Graham,  Habersham,  Harris,  Hays,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Marchand,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether, 
Miller,  Moore,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Powell,  Proffit,  Rayner,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs, 
Rodney,  Shepperd,  Snyder,  Sellers,  S'anly,  Steenrod, 
Summers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson.  R. 
W.  Thompson.  Triplett,  Turney,  Washington,  Watter- 
son.  Weller,  Westbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  Christopher  Ii.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wise-87. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wise,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  leave, 
here  rose  ar.d  reported  that  the  committee  had  dis- 
charged the  duty  of  waiting  on  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  delivering  him  a message  that  the 
two  houses  of  congress  had  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make,  and  that,  in  reply,  the  president  informed 
them  that  he  would  send  to  the  two  houses  a message 
at  12  o’clock  to-morrow. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
made  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson. 

Mr.  James  called  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 

ordered. 

Pending  which  question,  at  2 o’clock,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wise,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  7.  The  hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 
member  elect  from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  appeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  members  also  answered  to  their 
names: 

From  Maine.— Joshua  A.  Lowell  and  Alfred  Mar- 
shall. 

From  Massachusetts. — William  S.  Hastings  and  Le- 
verett  Saltonstall. 

From  New  York. — Robert  McClellan,  John  May- 
nard, Thomas  A.  Tomlinson  and  John  Van  Buren. 


From  Pennsylvania. — John  Edwards. 

From  Maryland. — Isaac  D.  Jones  and  James  A. 
Pearce. 

From  Virginia. — Robert  M.  T.  Hunter  and  John 
W.  Jones. 

From  South  Carolina. — John  Campbell  and  Thomas 
D.  Sumter. 

From  Kentucky. — Willis  Green  and  Thomas  F. 
Marshall. 

From  Ohio. — William  Russell. 

From  Florida. — David  Levy,  delegate. 

A message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Robert 
Tyler,  esq.  his  secretary;  which  will  be  found  in  an- 
other part  of  this  number. 

The  message  having  been  read  by  the  clerk,  Mr. 
Wise  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  ten 
thousand  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mason  desired  to  ask  a question.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  prospectus  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  which  he  saw  appended  to  the  printed  copy 
of  the  message,  was  intended  to  be  included  in  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Wise  said  his  motion  referred  solely  to  the 
manuscript  message  sent  by  the  president  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house. 

1 Mr.  Mason  then  proceeded  to  express  his  astonish- 
ment that  the  prospectus  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
should  have  been  permitted  to  be  appended  to  the 
printed  copies  of  the  message.  He  desired  to  know 
by  what  authority  Blair  & Rives  had  committed  this 
outrage  upon  the  dignity  of  the  house  and  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  here  was  the  message,  regular- 
ly printed  by  Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton,  the  elected 
printers  of  this  body.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
examined  that  paper,  he  would  find  no  such  appen- 
dage. But  these,  their  own  elected  printers,  had  not 
probably  (Mr.  W.  was  understood  to  say)  a sufficient 
number  prepared  while  the  manuscript  message  was 
reading.  The  editors  of  the  “Globe”  had  printed 
their  own  private  copy,  and  some  of  them,  he  pre- 
sumed, had  been  sent  to  the  private  orders  of  mem- 
bers; and  the  boys,  or  pages  of  the  house,  not  having 
copies  enough  printed  at  the  public  expense,  had 
simply  laid  some  of  the  private  copies  on  the  desks 
of  members.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  infer  that 
the  president  had  any  thing  to  do  with  this?  He  (Mr. 
W.)  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  as  a man  of 
honor,  (for  such  he  knew  him  to  be),  whether  he 
could  infer  that  the  president  had  ever  sent  this  paper 
— or  how  he  (Mr.  M.)  as  an  honorable  man  could 
lead  others  to  infer  what  he  himself  knew  not  to  be 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Mason  said  he  had  no  manner  of  difficulty  in 
answering  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman;  and  the  gen- 
tleman ought ?.to  rejoice  that  his  (Mr.  M.’s)  inquiry 
had  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  explain  a trans- 
action that  certainly  did  need  explanation.  He  had 
been  asked  whether  he  believed  that  this  appendage 
to  the  message  had  been  communicated  with  the 
knowledge  or  by  the  authority  of  the  president.  He 
did  not  know  whether  it  had  or  not.  He  had  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  surreptitiously  appended  by  the 
gentlemen  who  had  annexed  their  names  to  the  com- 
munication; but  it  had  seemed  to  him  a remarkable 
fact  that  they  dare  take  such  a liberty,  and  he  was 
not  sure  but  that  they  might  have  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  somebody  in  the  confidence  of  the  president 
to  do  so.  Things  quite  as  strange  as  this  miserable 
juxtaposition  had  taken  place  within  six  months, 
which  had  not  been  half  as  well  explained  as  this 
transaction  had  been  explained  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  The  circumstance  was  a strange  one.  He 
could  not  believe  that  the  president  had  been  con- 
sulted, and  given  his  sanction  to  it;  but  he  (Mr.  M.) 
was  not  yet  satisfied  that  somebody  had  not  done  so 
who  was  pretty  near  the  person  of  the  president. — 
The  transaction,  he  repeated,  had  needed  explanation, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ought  to  thank  him 
for  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  did  indeed  thank  the  gentleman 
sincerely  for  this  premature  and  wanton  attack  on 
the  president,  not  because  it  gave  him  (Mr.  W.)  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  and  explaining  a transac- 
tion which  required  neither  vindication  nor  explana- 
tion. To  him  it  had  come  very  unexpectedly.  A 
great  many  of  the  strange  things  said  about  the 
president,  of  treason  and  perfidy,  &c.  were  of  the 
same  character  as  the  imputations  this  day  made. — 
And  the  subject  was  dropped. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise. 

And  the  message  was  laid  on  the  table;  and  the 
usual  number  thereof,  and  of  the  documents,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  And  10,000  extra  copies  of 
the  message  and  documents  were  also  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  the  house  took  up 
the  proposition  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  in  rela- 
tion t o the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house. 


The  speaker  said  he  had  understood  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly ) as  withdrawing 
his  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  renewed  it,  remarking  that,  if 
the  house  was  disposed  to  organize,  it  had  it  in  its 
power  to  do  so  in  fifteen  minutes  or  half  an  hour 
from  this  time. 

After  a remark  from  Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  Johnson 
modified  his  proposition  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  26th  con- 
gress, as  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  said  congress,  be 
the  rules  and  orders  of  this  congress  until  others  are 
adopted;  and  the  report  made  by  the  committee  on  rules 
at  the  last  session  be  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Thursday  next,  and  each  succeeding  day  until  dispos- 
ed of. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
W.  C.  Johnson  for  the  previous  question,  was  carried 
by  ayes  101,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Mil- 
ton Brown,  Burke,  W.  O.  Butler,  G.  W .{Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  VV.  B.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Clifford,  Coles,  Daniels,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Deberry,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Chas.  A.  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  VV.  O.  Goode, 
Graham,  Green,  Habersham,  Havs,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  VV.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Abraham  McClellan,  Marchand, 
Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore,  Morrow, 
Newhard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit, 
Alexander  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rhett,  Riggs, 
Rodney,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Snyder,  Sollers,  Stanly, 
Steenrod,  J.  1’.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Ta- 
liaferro, John  B.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washington, 
Wattersnn,  Weller,  Wes'hrook,  James  VV.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Wise 
—97. 

NAYS — Mtssrs.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Borden,  Botts,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway, 
Charles  Brown.  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Casey,  Childs,  Chit- 
tenden, John  C.  Clark,  S.  N.  Clarke,  Clinton,  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Doig 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John  G. 
Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick 
G.  Goode,  Gordon  Granger,  Hall,  Hoisted,  William  S. 
Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin, 
William  W.  Irwin,  James  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lawrence, 
Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Robert  McClellan.  Alfred 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathio',  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Morris,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pen- 
dleton, Plumer,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Roosevelt,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sanford,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith.  Stokely, 
Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  R.  W.  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull.  Underwood, 
Thos.  VV.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wood,  Yorke,  Aug. 
Young.  John  Young — 95. 

Mr.  Briggs  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted. 

Resolved.  That  the  several  standing  committees  nam- 
ed in  the  rules  of  the  house  be  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

The  hour  of  12  noon  was  fixed  upon  as  the  daily 
hour  of  the  meetingof  the  house  until  further  order. 
The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  8.  Mr.  Tillinghast  offered  the 
following  resolution,  (pertaining,  he  said,  to  organi- 
zation), which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed. who,  together  wiih  a like  number  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  senate,  shall  direct  the  expenditure  of  all  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  library  of  congress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  said  he  believed  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  rules  of  the  house  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  speaker  said  such  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  member  elect  from  the  state 
of  Virginia,  (the  Culpepper  district),  appeared  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  house  was  occupied  for  some  time  in  dispos- 
ing of  various  propositions  relative  to  the  choice  of 
the  seats  in  the  hall.  It  commenced  by  an  appeal  to 
the  house  to  decide  between  Mr.  Caruthers  and  Mr. 
Dawson,  as  to  the  possession  of  the  chair  that  Mr. 
Sergeant  occupied  previous  to  his  resignation,  and  it 
was  decided  by  assigning  the  seat  to  Mr.  Caruthers, 
to  whom  Mr.  Sergeant  had  assigned  it  at  the  close  of 
the  extra  session. 

A resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Briggs  similar  to  the 
one  agreed  to  in  the  senate  for  the  appointment  and 
interchange  of  chaplains- was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  hoped  petitions  would  be  called  for. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  the  standing 
committees  had  been  appointed? 

The  speaker  replied  that  they  had  not;  and  was  un- 
derstood to  suggest  that  the  presentation  of  petitions 
had  probably  better  be  postponed  until  Monday,  by 
which  time  the  committees  would  be  appointed. 

The  house  adjourned. 
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Bank  items.  The  Eagle  Bank,  considered  one  of  the 
best  conducted  banks  in  Boston,  have  discovered  that 
their  teller  has  permitted  the  firm  of  George  F.  Cook  &, 
Co.  brokers,  engaged  in  business  with  New  \ ork,  to 
overdraw  theii  account  with  the  bank,  and  went  so  far 
as  to  certify  that  checks  drawn  by  the  firm  were  good 
when  there  were  no  funds  at  their  credit  in  the  bank. 
These  checks  have  been  taken  by  the  oilier  banks.  The 
amount  of  the  loss  is  variously  estimated  between  20 
and  $40,000.  Ralph  Thompson,  of  the  firm  of  George 
F.  Cook  & Co.  one  of  the  defaulters  at  the  Eagle  Bank, 
was  arrested  at  New  London,  while  on  his  way  to  New 
York. 

The  quarterly  averages  of  the  weekly  liabilities  and 
assets  of  the  Bank  of  England,  published  in  the  Gazette 
of  13ih  Nov.  show  an  increase  in  the  securities  of 
.£300,000,  but  a decrease  in  the  circulation  of£320,000, 
in  deposites  of  £144,000,  and  in  bullion  of  £222,000. 

The  London  Banker’s  Circular  holds  the  following 
language  with  reference  to  the  United  States  bank: 

“Some,  of  the  American  banks  have  resumed  pay- 
ment; others  have  attempted  and  failed.  The  principal 
ol  these,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  a paid  up 
capital  of  seven  millions  sterling,  has  been  assigned  over 
for  t lie  benefit  of  creditors,  and  its  shares  are  worth  in 
the  market  just  about  one-twentieth  part  of  I heir  origi- 
nal cost.  The  capital  credit  of  this  bank,  and  the  capi- 
tal and  credit  of  tne  American  merchants,  simultaneous- 
ly destroyed  by  a turn  of  the  machinery  putin  operation 
by  our  money  laws,  together  greatly  exceeded  twenty 
millions  sterling — much  more  than  the  whole  circulation 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  this  sum  has  been  all 
withdrawn  from  the  uses  of  industry  and  the  support  of 
enterprise  and  commerce.  With  the  protracted  pres- 
sure of  the  years  1839,  ’40  and  1S41,  increasing,  with 
short  intermission  in  the  severity  of  its  pressure  on  trade, 
we  are  all  familiar. 

“The  affair  of  the  United  States  bank  is  too  impor- 
tant to  be  huddled  into  a paragraph  amongst  other  mat- 
ters; it  must  have  one  to  itself.  The  proportion  of  its 
capital  held  by  British  subjects  is  nearly  four  millions 
sterling;  it  may  be  deserbed  as  an  entire  loss.  And  the 
loss  we  venture  upon  some  consideration  to  say,  is  great- 
er than  the  aggregate  of  all  the  losses  sustained  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands  from  the  failure  of 
banks  in  this  country,  since  Mr.  Patterson  established 
the  banks  of  England  and  Scotland  at  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  small  population  of  Guern- 
sey and  Jersey  hold  £260,000  of  the  stock  of  this  U. 
States  bank.  Call  it  an  entire  loss,  and  it  is  equal  to  a 
levy  three  or  four  pounds  on  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  whole  community  of  those  islands — a sum 
greater  than  was  ever  raised  by  taxation  in  a single  year 
on  any  people  in  the  whole  world.  Are  these  important 
facts?  if  facts  they  be.  Then  let  statesmen  meditate 
upon  them,  for  by  their  errors  and  reckless  confidence  in 
delusive  theories  they  have  been  produced.’’ 

The  banks  of  New  York  city  had  reduced  their  dis- 
counts within  ren  days,  ending  last  Saturday  night,  two 
millions  of  dollars.  The  reduction  has  continued  this 
week. 

The  comptroller  has  notified  those  trust  banks  whose 
securities  in  his  hands  appear  insufficient,  to  make  fur- 
ther deposites,  or  return  a part  of  their  circulating  notes. 

The  Bank  of  Watertown  has  failed  to  redeem  her 
notes  at  the  Albany  agency,  and  is  consequently  classed 
amongst  the  broken  banks.  The  institution  is  under 
the  general  banking  law. 

The  Housatonic  Rail  Road  bank,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn, 
has' suspended  the  redemption  of  its  bills,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  exhaustion  of 
its  funds  on  deposite  in  New  York.  The  whole  proper- 
ty of'  the  company,  which  has  cost  upwards  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  commission- 
ers appointed  bv  the  state  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills. 

The  New  Orleans  correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gazette  says,  that  the  board  of  presidents  of  banks  in 
New  Orleans,  have  recommended  that  the  first  day  of 
November,  1842,  be  the  time  positively  fixed  for  a full 
and  perfect  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  that  the 
present  weak  banks  (as  they  are  termed)  say  some  six, 
be  constrained  to  take  the  time  between  this  and  No- 
vember next,  so  to  reduce  their  cash  liabilities  as  to  ena- 
ble them  at  that  period  to  take  their  stand  firmly  and  in- 
dependently. 

British  Corn  Market.  London,  Nov.  15.  The  sup- 
ply of  wheat  by  land  carriage  samples  was  one  of  the 
smallest  we  have  had  this  season,  still  an  advance  could 
not  be  obtained,  but  last  week’s  currency  was  fully  sup- 
ported. There  was  more  business  doing  in  foreign  than 
of  late,  on  rather  lower  terms  than  it  was  offered  at  this 
day  se’nigbt.  In  the  sale  of  floating  cargoes,  or  wheat 
m bond,  there  was  not  much  doing. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  17.  The  business  has  been  dull 
this  morning  at  the  prices  of  Monday  for  all  descriptions 
of  grain.  The  millers  appear  to  be  unwilling  to  take 
more  than  the  wheat  which  is  required  for  immediate 
consumption;  and  it  is  remarked  that  the  samples  are 
not  materially  improved  in  condition,  notwithstanding 
theory  and  frosty  weather  of  the  last  few  days.  The 
duty  declined  Is.  per  quarter  on  Thursday  last,  and  from 
the  present  state  of  the  averages  will  probably  decline  re- 
gularly for  some  weeks  to  come. 

Birmingham,  Nov.  17.  During  the  present  week  the 
wheat  trade  has  assumed  a finer  aspect,  holders  gener- 
ally demanding  some  advance,  to  which  buyers  decline 
to  accede,  and  but  few  sales  are  reported. 


Tue  Cotton  Floater.  The  Mobile  papers  of  the 
24th  tilt,  announce  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  Mr.  G.  R. 
Griffith,  with  ninety-three  hales  of  cotton,  enveloped  in 
his  newly  invented  cotton  floater,  or  India  rubber  bags. — 
Of  the  result  of  this  first  experiment,  the  Chronicle  says: 

The  process  of  shipping  is  very  simple.  Yon  have 
only  to  envelope  each  bale  in  one  of  the  India  rubber 
bags,  throw  them  into  the  water,  lash  them  together  with 
ropes,  and  set  them  afloat.  These  ninety-three  hales 
came  to  our  market  in  most  beautiful  order,  perfectly  dry 
and  sound.  The  bales  are  large,  weighing  between  five 
and  six  hundred  pounds,  and  yet  the  raft,  as  it  may  be 
called,  drew  not  more  than  three  and  a half  inches  wa- 
ter. In  this  respect  Mr.  Griffith  was  agreeably  disap- 
pointed, as  he  expected  it  would  draw  considerably 
more.  Wears  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  invention  is 
destined  to  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  planters  in 
the  vicinity  of  streams  not  navigable  for  steamboats,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  the  “floaters’’  will  soon  be  in  general 
use  on  the  Coosa,  Cahawha.  Black  Warrior,  Little  Big- 
by,  Noxubes  and  other  small  streams.” 

Cotton  Market.  Liverpool,  Nov.  15.  Our  report  of 
the  market  for  to-day  and  .Saturday  must  be  very  similar 
to  those  of  late,  viz:  as  flat  and  dull  as  it  possibly  can  be. 
The  demand  averages  about  3,000  to  3,500  bales  per  day 
at  gradually  declining  prices,  causing  as  is  usually  the 
case,  under  such  circumstances,  a very  uneven  market. 
Holders  do  not  force  their  stocks,  nevertheless,  they  are 
willing  and  anxious  sellers. 

Nov.  18.  There  is  no  new  feature  to  notice  in  our  cot- 
ton market.  The  daily  demand  of  3,000  bales  continues 
to  he  supplied  without  much  variation  in  price,  except 
that  in  a flat  market,  buyers  get  the  advantage,  and  also 
the  benefit  of  unevenness  in  the  various  brokers’  offices. 
Some  being  more  anxious  sellers  than  others  and  willing 
to  sacrifice  for  the  opportunity  of  a safe  and  speedy  sale. 

The  New  York  Express  says:  “The  cotton  market  is 
very  much  depressed  both  hero  and  at  the  south.’’ 


Deaths.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune  rppublishes  the 
list  of  those  who  died  of  the  yellow  fever  last  fall  in  that 
city.  Of  those  who  died  there  were 


Natives  of  the  United  States 

228 

Natives  of  foreign  countries 

1,055 

Natives  of  countries  unknown 

298 

Total 

1,641 

The  Erie  Canal.  The  canal  closed  earlier  this  year 

than  usual,  as  will  be  seen  from 
randa. 

the  following  memo- 

In  1824  it  closed  December  4th;  1825,  December  5th; 
1826,  December  18th;  1827,  December  I8th;  1828,  De- 
cember 20th;  1829,  December  17th;  1830,  December 
17tii;  1831,  December  1st;  1832,  December  21st;  1833, 
December  12th;  1834,  December  1 2 h;  1835,  November 
30th;  1836,  November  26th;  1837,  December  9th;  1838, 
November  25th;  1S39,  December  16th;  1840,  about  De- 
cember 1st;  1841,  November  23th. 

Exchequer  Fraud.  Call  the  place  where  large 
amounts  of  money  are  deposited  exchequer — sub-treasury, 
fiscal  agent  or  what  you  will,  the  fidelity  of  a frail  being 
is  the  ultimate  dependence  to  which  “riches”  at  last  can 
be  brought,  and  from  that,  spite  of  all  the  ingenuity  and 
wisdom  of  the  lovers  thereof  since  the  days  of  Solomon, 
they  will  often  “take  wings  and  fly  away.’’  The  exche- 
quer of  England  has  recently  been  severely  defrauded, 
to  a large  amount. 

Wm.  Beaumont  Smith , the  clerk  in  the  exchequer  bill 
office,  was  fully  committed  to  Newgate  on  the  5th  No- 
vember, on  a charge  of  forging  and  uttering  exchequer 
bills  to  a very  large  amount. 

There  was  unfunded,  and  therefore  in  circulation, 
£19,500,000.  and  only  £15,865,300  had  been  handed  into 
the  treasury  and  returned  as  genuine,  there  still  remain- 
ed a sum  of  £3,634,700,  concerning  the  validity  of  which 
doubts  might  (owing  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  frauds)  be  entertained. 

Fires.  During  the  last  five  years  2,464  fires  occurred 
in  London,  of  which  300  were  occasioned  by  defective 
fire  places,  and  368  by  candles  setting  fire  to  bed  and 
window  curtains. 

The  Steam  Fire  Engine  belonging  to  some  of  our  insu- 
rance companies,  was  brought  into  Wall  street  yesterday 
afternoon  and  its  capabilities  tried.  The  experiment  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  successful.  It  threw  four  powerful 
streams  at  a time  several  feet  above  the  top  of  the  ex- 
change, and  seemed  to  throw  water  enough  to  put  out 
almost  any  fire  that  could  be  started.  At  any  rate  it 
threw  a shower  into  the  neighborhood  of  our  office 
which  it  was  not  very  comfortable  to  stand  against.  If 
there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  full  efficiency  of  this  engine, 
it  is  in  the  length  of  time  it  seems  to  take  in  getting  up 
steam.  This,  however,  may  perhaps  be  remedied.’’ 

N.  Y.  Courier. 

Flour.  It  is  stated  that  50,000  barrels  flour  from  the 
west  are  in  boats  in  the  ice  between  Buffalo  and  New 
York.  The  Erie  canal  closed. 

The  New  York  Express  says— “The  last  European 
advices  have  had  the  effect  to  sustain  the  flour  market, 
and  large  shipments,  nor  far  short  of  twenty  thousand 
barrels,  have  been  made.”  This  was  prior  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Acadia. 

Loans.  The  amount  of  foreign  loans,  continental  and 
South  American,  contracted  in  England  from  the  year 
1818  to  1832,  was  55,791,571  pounds  sterling,  The  divi- 
dends on  about  25,000,000  of  this  sum  have  ce«=»d  to  be 
Pa>d-  [ BickneU . 


McLeod  is  now  confined  in  jail  in  Canada,  for  want 
of  bail  on  a civil  process. 

Potatoes.  Notwithstanding  the  duty  of  ten  cents  per 
bushel  on  potatoes,  large  quantities  have  been  imported 
from  Nova  Scotia  in  the  present  season.  The  imports  at 
Boston  last  week  reached  nearly  15,000  bushels,  which 
were  ail  sold  at  from  30  to  50  cents  per  bushel.  The  price 
in  Nova  Scotia  ranges  from  14  to  20  cents  per  bushel. 

The  Quebec  Post  Office  was  destroyed  by  fire  a few 
days  since.  All  the  papers  of  the  general  post  office  were 
burnt— those  of  the  city  mostly  saved. 

Speed  of  the  president’s  message.  Transmitting 
the  message  has  become  an  annual  test  of  speed  in  this 
country — and  every  year  increases  the  velocity.  Presi- 
dent Tyler’s  message,  delivered  to  congress  on  Tuesday 
last,  went  from  Washington  to  Baltimere  in  1 hour  and 
10  minutes;  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  4h.35m.,  Phila- 
delphia to  New  Brunswick  2h.  18m.;  New  Brunswick  to 
Jersey  City  50m.;  from  Washington  to  Jersey  City  8h. 
53m.  Thus  reaching  Jersey  City  from  Washington  in 
eight  hours  and  fifty- three  minutes!  From  Hackensack 
bridge  to  Jersey  City,  the  locomotive  ran  three  miles  in 
two  minutes  and  a half.  It  reached  New  York  from 
Washington  in  nine  hours  and  three  minutes. 

It  reached  Frederick  in  a special  car,  at  12  minutes 
past  3,  P.  M.  having  been  2 hours  and  2 minutes  in  its 
passage  from  the  relay  house  (54  miles)  and  about  3h- 
and  12m.  from  Washington  (84  miles). 

William  M.  Price.  It  appears  that  the  trial  of  the 
suit  against  Wm.  M.  Price,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  U. 
States  in  New  York,  has  been  postponed  to  next  term. 
The  amount  claimed  by  the  government  is  stated  at  se- 
venty-eight thousand  dollars;  and  he  exhibits  demands 
against  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  four  thousand.  [ Phila.  Nat.  Gaz. 

The  Randolph  will  case  was  argued  by  General 
Jones  yesterday.  Gen.  J.  appeared  for  the  slaves.  We 
do  not  know  when  the  case  will  be  finished,  or  whether 
it  will  be  finished  at  all.  The  siege  of  Troy  lasted  ten 
years,  and  was  considered  as  rather  a lengthy  business. 
The  Randolph  will  case  has  already  been  six  years  on 
the  tapis,  and  will  probably  be  decided,  if  at  all,  about 
the  year  1890.  It  is  a beautiful  and  forcible  illustration 

01  sir  Edward  Cocke’s  remark  about  the  rationality  of 

the  law.  [ Petersburg  Intel.  Dec.  2. 

Steam  ship  Savannah,  from  New  York,  on  the 
night  of  the  28t.h  ultimo,  in  a severe  gale  off  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  sprung  a leak,  and  was  lost,  sinking  suddenly. — 
Captain  Crane,  wife  and  son,  Mr.  Phillips,  mate,  the 
steward,  and  his  wife,  chambermaid,  and  Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Harth  and  two  firemen,  in  all  twelve,  took  to  one  of 
the  boats  on  board  and  were  picked  up  by  the  brig 
Rowena,  and  have  arrived  at  New  York.  Drifted  off 
in  the  other  boat  before  the  captain  left,  Mr.  Kilpatrick, 
engineer;  Mr.  Johnson,  passenger.  Persons  left  on  board. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  2d  officer  and  four  seamen;  Daniel  Hill, 
2d  engineer,  and  four  firemen;  John  Ashfield,  1st  cook; 
2d  cook  unknown;  and  Mr.  Schreeds,  an  engineer  of 
South  Carolina,  for  whom  two  whale  boats  were  left  on 
the  promenade  deck. 

Steamboats.  In  the  Cincinnati  Republican  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  there  were  advertised  9 steamers  for  Pitts- 
burg, 4 for  St.  Louis,  5 for  New  Orleans,  3 for  Nashville, 

2 for  Louisville  and  1 for  Lafayette — total  24. 

Specie.  By  the  Acadia  from  England  we  learn  that 
“The  importations  of  specie  have  been  large  of  late,  both 
from  the  continent  and  the  American  stafes,  and  as  the 
exchanges  continue  favorable  to  this  country,  there  is 
no  visible  cause  for  any  further  action  on  the  part  of  (he 
bank.  The  stock  of  bullion  has  rather  diminished  dur- 
ing the  last  two  or  three  months,  but  the  reason  of  this  is 
well  understood,  and  there  is  noground  for  believing  that 
any  thing  worthy  of  being  called  a drain  is  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

The  Ontario  left  New  York  on  the  7th  instant  for 
London.  She  took  $5,000  in  specie. 

Stocks.  London  Nov.  13.  Consols,  to  the  amount  of 
£64,000  have  been  effected  this  morning,  which  have 
tended  to  depress  the  market,  and  exchequer  bills  have 
given  way  about  3s.  Bank  stock,  163}  164  163;  consols 
for  money,  83}  } },  and  for  the  account,  8S}  } J;  new 
three  and  a half  per  cents,  97}  long  annuities  12  7- 1 6g; 
and  exchequer  bills,  large  7s.  10s.  pm.  small  hills,  8s.  Us. 
pm.  The  foreign  market  is  affected  by  the  English, 
where  prices  have  also  slightly  declined.  Columbian 
bonds  are  IS  J 19;  Mexican,  24};  Portuguese,  30};  Spanish 
21  21};  and  Dutch,  51|. 

Domestic  exchanges  remain  as  last  quoted. 

They  mention  the  N.  Y.  money  market  as  “very  tight 
— as  high  as  15  per  cent,  per  annum  has  been  paid  on 
good  paper.’’  Stocks  appear  to  have  halted  from  (heir 
downward  tendency,  though  hesitating  to  go  up  yet. 
The  Mississippi  election  had  its  day. 

The  Reesidecase.  This  morning,  in  the  circuit,  court 
of  the  United  States,  the  jury  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  vs.  James  A.  Reeside,  gave  a verdict  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Reeside  for  the  sum  of  $188,406  08.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

Tea.  The  news  from  China  appeared  not  to  effect 
price  of  lea  in  the  London  market. 

Wheat  by  lake  navigation.  The  amount  of  wheat 
and  flour  shipped  from  Chicago  for  1840,  amounted  to 
20,000  bushels.  The  amount  of  wheat  and  flour  shipped 
from  Chicago  to  Buffalo  ill  1841,  amounts  to  200,000 
bushels. 
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THE  RIGHT  OF  VISITATION.  The  corres- 
pondence between  Mr.  Stevenson  our  late  minister 
at  London,  and  Lord  Palmerston  late  minister  and 
Lord  Aberdeen,  the  present  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, in  relation  to  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the 
slave  trade,  will  be  found  in  the  present  number. — 
The  difficulty  is  susceptible  of  amicable  adjustment. 
The  N.  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Tuesday  says, 
in  relation  to  a reciprocal  right  of  search — “We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a proposition  for  this  object, 
capable  of  being  made  entirely  unobjectionable  on 
our  part,  is  now  or  soon  will  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration by  the  British  government,  and  in  due  season 
presented  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
With  the  principle  of  the  measure  we  are  thorough- 
ly acquainted,  and  can  see  no  fault  in  it;  but,  until 
its  details  are  perfected,  we  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
say  more.” 


MEXICO— YUCATAN. 

The  Texian  expedition  to  Santa  Fe  captured 
by  the  Mexicans.  The  last  New  Orleans  Bulletin 
contains  accounts  from  the  capital  of  Mexico  which 
corroborates  a previous  account.  It  says:  “We 

have  been  shown  a semi-official  letter  from  a high 
public  functionary  in  the  Mexican  capital,  which 
states  explicitly  that  the  Texans  had  been  captured 
entire,  and  were  held  as  prisoners  by  the  Mexican 
troops.  We  fain  would  nope  that  these  accounts 
may  not  be  well  founded — that  our  brave  friends 
may  not  have  been  overpowered  by  ruthless  numbers 
and  that  they  may  yet  return  in  safety  and  freedom. 
But  our  hope  waxeth  weak. 

We  learn  verbally  by  the  same  arrival,  that  infor- 
mation had  been  received  of  the  arrival  in  Yucatan  of 
five  Mexican  commissioners,  charged  with  special 
powers  for  arranging  with  that  state  the  terms  on 
which  she  would  return  as  a member  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  now  that  the  mother  country  has  resumed 
her  acknowledged  duty,  and  embraced  the  federal  re- 
publicanism of  1824.  Most  of  the  Mexicans  believe 
that  Yucatan  would  readily  agree  to  return  and  again  I 
become  a Mexican  state.  We  shall  shortly  see. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


FACILITIES  FOR  TRAVEL  AND  TRANS- 
PORTATION. The  Bostonians  are  going  ahead  not 
only  in  competition  with  New  York  for  the  steam- 
boat lines,  which  now  connect  us  with  Europe  and 
promise  in  a short  time  to  make  that  connection 
still  more  frequent  and  convenient,  (more  so  perhaps 
than  may  be  wholesome),  but  also,  towards  secur- 
ing a large  share  of  the  travel  and  trade  with  the 
lakes,  and  with  the  vast  region  of  the  west,  which  the 
New  Yorkers  supposed  they  had  a clear  title  to,  at 
least  north  of  Hudson. 

The  Now  York  American  of  the  24th  ult.  says: 
“The  eastern  rail  roads  connecting  with  Albany 
are  in  such  rapid  progress  of  accomplishment,  that 
before  the  winter  frost  sets  in,  the  whole  line,  from 
Boston  to  Albany,  will,  it  is  understood  be  completed, 
and  that  from  Bridgeport  Connecticut,  following  the 
l valley  the  Housatonic,  will  connect  with 

the  Massachusetts  road  at  West  Stockbridge,  except- 
ing,  perhaps,  a section  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles, 
•which,  until  spring,  will  be  traversed  by  coaches. 
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| Already  there  is  a regular  daily  line  from  Hudson  to 
Boston. 

The  city  of  New  York  seems  to  look  supinely  on 
all  this,  as  though  natural  advantages,  without  any 
effort  on  the  part  of  those  who  enjoy  them,  would 
suffice  to  guard  us  against  any  loss  from  the  intelli- 
gent, enterprising  and  active  competition  of  our  east- 
ern neighbors.  To  be  sure,  the  practical  benefit  de- 
rived from  the  working  of  the  first  link  in  the  Erie 
rail  road  has  somewhat  aroused  the  attention  of  our 
citizens,  and  they  begin  to  feel  that,  as  a city,  New 
York  must  bestir  herself  in  accelerating  the  comple- 
tion of  this  great  enterprise.  But  meanwhile,  let  us  de- 
rive such  benefit  as  we  may  from  the  eastern  roads. 
The  Housatonic  rail  road  offers  in  the  way  of  winter 
travel  and  transportation  to  Albany,  the  best  route 
that  can  be  followed. 

Bridgeport  harbor  is  always  accessahle  to  steam- 
boats, whenever  they  can  pass  the  narrows  at  Throg’s 
neck;  and  thus  by  steamboats  and  rail  roads,  the 
journey  to  Albany  may  be  performed  with  only  16 
miles  of  staging.  When  the  perils  of  winter  travel- 
ling through  our  Highlands  (greater  than  those  of  a 
voyage  to  Europe  and  back),  are  considered,  it  will 
he  deemed  no  small  advantage  to  be  able  to  reach  the 
state  capital  by  a safer  though  more  circuitous  route; 
and  as  Albany  will  overflow  this  winter  with  a fresh 
class  of  the  “spoilsmen,”  we  think  it  only  reasonably 
philanthropic  to  apprise  them  thus  early  that  the 
Bridgeport  route  offers  greater  security,  and  despatch 
too,  probably,  than  that  in  the  Red  Bird  coaches,  or 
coaches  of  any  other  hue  or  plumage. 

As  to  the  New  York  and  Albany  rail  road  project, 
that  seems  to  have  been  pretty  effectually  quarrelled 
out  of  existence;  and  perhaps  the  best  substitute  un- 
der the  circumstances  would  be  for  the  Harlem  rail 
road  to  seek  a connection  with  the  Housatonic  rail 
road.  That  would  be  quickest  and  cheapest,  though 
we  suppose  it  may  be  deemed  less  consistent  with 
state  pride. 

Winter  route  to  New  York.  The  Highlands 
will  be  avoided,  hereafter,  as  a winter  route  to  New 
York.  Rail  road  improvements  will  have  opened 
three  new  routes.  The  first  and  quickest  will  be  by 
the  western  rail  road  to  Stockbridge;  thence  by  stage 
25  miles  to  Canaan;  thence  by  the  Housatonic  rail 
road  to  Bridgeport;  and  thence  by  steamboat  to  New 
York — distance  180.  The  next  is  by  rail  road  from 
Albany  to  Springfield;  thence  by  stage  23  miles  to 
Harford;  thence  by  rail  road  to  New  Haven,  and 
thence  by  steamboat  to  New  York — distance  200 
miles.  The  third  route  will  he  by  stage  to  Goshen, 
Orange  county,  and  thence  by  the  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road  to  New  York,  distance  170  miles. 

[Albany  Eve.  Jour. 

The  messages  of  the  governors  of  Virginia,  Ohio 
and  Indiana  have  been  received.  The  accumulation 
of  national  documents  precludes  farther  reference  to 
them  this  week.  The  education  convention  assembl- 
ed at  Richmond,  closed  their  labors  on  December 
11th.  On  that  day  they  were  in  session  from  9 A. 
M.  to  7 P.  M.  The  Enquirer  states  that — “They 
have  recommended  to  the  legislature  some  of  the 
wisest  reforms,  of  which  our  present  system  appears 
at  this  time  to  be  susceptible — the  district  free  school 
system,  under  its  most  efficient  and  wisest  modifica- 
tions, as  far  as  such  a system  is  practicable; — pre- 
serving until  the  innovation  proposed  can  go  into  ef- 
fect, the  present  system  which,  in  spite  of  its  defects, 
has  been  productive  of  so  much  benefit.  They  have 
recommended  the  intermediate  institutions  to  the 
wise  patronage  of  the  legislature,  always  having  an 
eye  through  their  instrumentality  to  the  production 
of  better  teachers  for  our  elementary  schools.  They 
have  recommended  an  enlargement  and  modification 
of  the  military  institute  system,  having  an  eye  also 
to  the  same  wise  provision;  the  manufacturing  of  the 
raw  material  of  mind,  (taken  from  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  and  selected,  according  to  merit),  into 
excellent  teachers,  to  be  returned  to  the  great  mass 
again,  in  order  to  manufacture  that  raw  material 
itself. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  and  Pottsville  rail  road.  We 
may  now  announce  with  every  certainty,  that  the 
Philadelphia  and  Pottsville  railway  will  be  complet- 
ed to  the  mines  before  the  close  ef  the  year  1841, 
or  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  months.  No  greater 
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blessing  could  possibly  be  conferred  on  that  region, 
which  may  henceforth  consider  its  supremacy  in  the 
coal  trade  fully  secured;  and  they  may  well  be  proud 
of  this  rail  road  as  embracing  more  of  the  qualities 
which  constitute  perfection  in  such  a work,  than  can 
any  where  else  be  presented.  [Rail  Road  Jour. 

GEORGIA. 

We  copy  from  the  Augusta  Comtitutionalist  of  De- 
cember 7,  the  following  message  of  the  governor. 

Executive  department, 
Milledgeville,  Dec.  1.  1841. 

With  my  message  of  the  2d  ult.  I had  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a correspondence 
with  the  governor  of  New  York,  relating  to  a de- 
mand which  I had  made  upon  him,  for  the  arrest  and 
delivery  of  John  Greenman,  a fugitive  from  the  jus- 
tice of  this  state,  charged  with  the  larceny  of  a slave, 
upon  the  affidavit  of  Robert  W.  Flournoy.  At  a su- 
perior court  of  Chatham  county,  held  after  the  mak- 
ing of  the  affidavit  by  Mr.  Flournoy,  John  Green- 
man  was  indicted  for  this  offence  by  the  name  of 
Alanson  Greenman,  a name  assumed  by  him,  doubt- 
less to  escape  detection.  To  remove  the  difficulty 
and  scruples  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sufficiency  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
affidavit,  I renewed  the  demand,  based  upon  the  in- 
dictment, a copy  of  which,  authenticated  as  required 
by  the  act  of  congress,  was  transmitted.  You  will 
perceive,  from  the  correspondence,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted,  that  another  pretext  has 
been  raised  by  Governor  Seward  for  evading  the 
performance  of  his  constitutional  obligations.  It  is 
pretended  by  him  that  the  bill  of  indictment  is  defec- 
tive, and  he  has  undertaken  the  office  of  counsel  for 
the  accused,  by  taking  untenable  technical  exceptions 
to  the  proceedings.  I have  answered  them,  as  you  will 
perceive,  but  I have  been  long  since  convinced  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  address  either  argument  or  reason 
to  his  understanding,  or  to  remind  him  ot  the  neces- 
sity of  executing,  in  good  faith,  according  to  the  letter 
and  spirit,  the  wise  provisions  of  the  constitution,  by 
which  the  states  are  enabled,  in  giving  efficiency  to 
their  criminal  laws,  to  maintain  the  peace  and  safety 
of  society. 

While  he  declines  complying  with  my  demand,  on 
the  ground  of  a pretended  defect  in  the  indictment, 
he  indicates  the  intention,  in  no  equivocal  terms, 
should  his  objections  to  our  judicial  proceedings  be 
overcome,  to  sustain  his  refusal  on  principles  no  less 
unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  than  offensive  to  the, 
people  of  this  state. 

There  should  be  no  longer  delay  in  settling  autho- 
ritatively the  manner  in  which  fugitives  from  justice 
are  to  be  .delivered,  when  they  they  are  found  in 
another  jurisdiction.  Congress  has  the  unquestion- 
able authority,  under  the  constitution,  to  regulate 
this  matter,  and  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  general 
government  to  cause  fugitives  from  justice,  who  es- 
cape from  the  state  in  which  the  crime  was  commit- 
ted, and  are  found  in  another,  to  be  delivered  up, 
upon  the  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the 
state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence.  But  inas- 
much as  the  mode  provided  by  congress,  for  dis- 
charging this  high  obligation  to  the  states,  so  essential 
to  the  safety  of  society,  and  the  security  of  property, 
has  proved  inefficacious,  and  as  no  disposition  is  ma- 
nifested by  the  federal  government  to  remedy  the  de- 
fect, the  subject  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
a convention  of  the  states,  to  take  it  into  considera- 
tion. 

But  we  should  not  infer,  for  a moment,  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  for  our  own  safety.  The  regulation 
I heretofore  recommended  by  me,  would  ensure  the 
safety  of  our  property,  and  prevent  all  interference 
with  our  slave  population-  Any  other  constitutional 
measure,  however,  which  your  wisdom  may  suggest, 
as  expedient  and  proper,  for  the  attainmeut  of  these 
desirable  objects,  shall  have  my  concurrence. 

Charles  McDonald. 

ALABAMA. 

Extract  from  an  address  delivered  before  a litera- 
ry society  in  the  university  of  Alabama,  by  Alexan- 
der B.  Meek,  esquire: 

“The  overthrow  of  Napoleon  was  followed  by  the 
expatriation  of  many  thousands  of  those  who  had 
been  the  most  conspicuous  maintainers  of  his  colos- 
sal power.  Of  these  a large  number  came  to  the 
United  States.  Among  them  were  generals,  who  had 
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won  laurels  in  the  proudest  fields  of  European  valor, 
and  assisted  in  the  dethronement  and  coronation  of 
monarchs  over  millions  of  subjects;  and  ladies  who 
had  figured  in  the  voluptuous  drawing  rooms  of  St. 
Cloud,  and  glittered  in  the  smiles  and  favor  of  Jose- 
phine and  of  Marie  Antoinette.  With  the  irrepres- 
sible enthusiasm  of  the  nation,  they  thought  to  find 
in  the  quietude  and  peace  of  our  boundless  forests, 
an  Arcadian  exchange  for  the  aristocratical  estab- 
lishments and  gilded  saloons  of  Paris.  They  wished 
to  dwell  together,  and  to  form  a miniature  republic 
of  their  own;  subject,  however,  to  the  same  laws  as 
other  citizens  of  the  union.  Accordingly  they  peti- 
tioned congress  to  grant  them  a portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  southwest.  This  was  done  by  an  act 
of  March  the  2d,  1817,  granting  them  four  town- 
ships of  land,  to  be  selected  by  them  somewhere  in 
the  territory  of  Alabama.  The  conditions  of  the 
grant  were,  that  the  emigrants  should  cultivate  the 
vine  upon  one  acre  in  each  quarter  section,  and  the 
olive  upon  another;  and  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years 
should  pay  the  general  government  two  dollars  an 
acre,  for  a fee-simple  title  to  the  land.  Among  the 
grantees  was  Marshal  Grouchy,  the  hero  of  Linden, 
and  the  present  minister  of  war  for  France;  Gene- 
ral Lefebvre  Desnouettes,  Duke  of  Dantzic,  and  a 
marshal  and  peer  of  France,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  in  all  the  great  battles  of  Napoleon;  Gene- 
ral Count  Clausel,  General  Count  Real,  the  two  Ge- 
nerals Allemand,and  Generals  Vandamme,  Lakanal, 
Penniers  and  Gamier  de  Suintes,  with  a number  of 
other  subordinate  officers,  whose  names  are  among 
the  composing  stars  of  that  galaxy  of  greatness  which 
encircled  the  “Sun  of  the  Sleepless!”  Under  the 
direction  of  these  men,  the  location  of  the  colony 
was  made  upon  the  Tombeckbee  river,  in  what  is 
now  the  county  of  Marengo.  During  the  year,  emi- 
grants, to  near  the  number  of  four  hundred,  arrived 
and  took  possession  of  the  soil — which  was  portion- 
ed among  them  by  lottery.  They,  however,  did  not 
disperse  to  any  great  extent  through  the  country, 
but  principally  settled  down  in  two  villages;  the  one 
called  Demopolis,  upon  the  site  where  the  village 
with  the  same  name  now  stands;  and  the  other  call- 
ed Eaglesville,  situated  upon  the  Black  Warrior  ri- 
ver, a short  distance  above  Demopolis.  In  this  lat- 
ter village,  most  of  the  distinguished  men  I have 
named  resided.  Upon  the  colony  they  bestowed  the 
name  of  Marengo,  which  is  still  preserved  in  the 
country;  other  relics  of  their  momenclature — drawn 
similarly  from  battles  in  which  some  of  them  had 
been  distinguished — are  to  be  found  in  the  villages  of 
Linden  and  Areola.  In  the  spring,  after  their  emi- 
gration, they  proceeded  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  were  soon  settled  down  in  the  occupations  of 
agricultural  life. 

“A  more  singular  spectacle  than  the  one  thus  pre- 
sented, is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  leaves  of  history. 
It  is  true  that  Cincinnatus.  when  he  had  saved  Rome 
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irom  the  eruptions  of  her  foes,  returned  to  the 
plough  he  had  abandoned.  But  here  we  have  in- 
stances of  men,  who  had  been  actors  in  scenes, 
which,  in  military  magnificence,  far  transcended  the 
wildest  imaginings  of  the  Romans — turning  from 
the  theatre  of  their  former  triumphs,  and  exchang- 
ing the  sword  for  the  plough-share,  and  the  spear  for 
the  pruning  hook.  In  moral  dignity,  indeed,  the  ad- 
vantage is  all  in  favor  of  the  ancients — for  these  are 
driven  from  their  country  by  compulsion — but  in 
other  respects,  the  parallel  is  not  unequal.  Who 
that  would  have  looked  upon  Marshal  Grouchy,  or 
General  Lefebre,  as,  dressed  in  plain  rustic  habili- 
ments— the  straw  hat,  the  homespun  coat,  the  bro- 
gan  shoes — thev  drove  the  nlouch  in  the  open  field, 
or  wielded  tlw  axe  in  the  new  ground  clearing, 
would  if  acquainted  with  their  history,  have  dream- 
ed that  those  farmer-looking  men  had  sat  ^ in  the 
councils  of  monarchs,  and  had  headed  mighty  ar- 
mies? “Do  you  know,  sir” — said  a citizen  to  a tra- 
veller, who  in  1819,  passing  the  road  from  Areola  to 
Eaglesville — “Do  you  know,  sir,  who  is  that  fine 
looking  man  who  just  ferried  you  across  the  creek?” 
“No! — Who  is  he?”  was  the  reply.  “That  sir,”  said 
the  citizen,  “is  the  officer  who  commanded  Napo- 
leon’s advanced  guard  when  he  returned  from  Elba?” 

“Great  as  is  the  contrast,  it  was  perhaps  greater 
with  the  female  part  of  the  colonists.  Here,  dwell- 
ing in  cabins,  and  engaged  in  humble  attention  to  the 
spinning  wheel  and  the  loom,  or  handling  the  weed- 
jng-hoe  and  the  rake,  in  their  little  gardens,  were 
matrons  and  maidens,  who  had  been  born  to  proud 
titles  and  big!)  estates,  and  who  had  moved  as  stars 
pf  particular  adoration,  amid  the  fashion  and  refine- 
ment and  imperial  display  of  the  court  of  Versailles. 
And  yet — to  their  honor  be  it  stated — notwithstand- 
ing the  rustic  and  ill-proportioned  circumstances 
around  them — they  did  not  appear  dispirited  or  mise- 
rable. Nothing  of  “angels  ruined,”  was  visible  in 
their  condition.  They  were  contented — smiling — 
happy.  As  cultivated  woman  always  may,  they  dif- 


fused around  them,  and  over  the  restless  feelings  of 
their  sterner  relatives,  the  softening  graces  of  the 
heart,  and  that  intellectual  glow,  which,  as  Words- 
worth has  said  of  the  retired  beauty  of  a Highland 

girl, 

“Makes  a sunshine  in  a shady  place.” 

“But  not  the  least  amusing,  as  well  as  singular 
circumstances,  to  which  these  French  colonists  were 
exposed,  arose  from  their  connection  with  the  adja- 
cent American  inhabitants.  Who  can  think  of  the 
celebrated  officers  I have  named,  being  drilled  and 
mustered  by  one  of  our  ordinary  militia  captains, 
and  not  feel  emotions  of  the  supremely  ridiculous? 
And  yet  such,  I am  credibly  informed,  was  fre- 
quently the  case!  Many  amusing  incidents  resulted 
from  their  ignorance  of  our  language.  One,  not  un- 
worthy of  preservation,  was  this:  An  officer  became 
engaged  in  a fight  with  a citizen  of  our  villages. 
They  used  only  the  weapons  which  nature  had  given 
them.  The  Frenchman  getting  the  worst  of  the  bat- 
tle, desired  to  surrender  according  to  the  ordinary 
signal  in  such  cases.  But  he  could  not  think  of  the 
word  “enough!”  The  only  phrase  he  could  recall, 
which  he  had  ever  heard  upon  such  occasions,  was 
the  word  “hurrah.”  This  he  continued  to  shout, 
until  the  bye-standers,  guessing  his  meaning,  remov- 
ed his  antagonist. 

“For  two  or  three  years,  the  colonists  appeared  pros- 
perous and  happy,  and  seemed  likely  to  realize  those 
visions  of  the  pastoral  state,  so  sweetly  sung  by  the 
Mantuan  bard,  and  which  they  caught  from  the 
pages  of  Chateaubriand  and  Rousseau.  “But  a 
change  came  o’er  the  spirit  of  their  dream.”  The 
country  was  found  unsuited  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  the  olive.  The  restless  spirits  of  the  lead- 
ers which  had  been  formed  and  tutored  to  act  a part 
in  those  games  which  loosen  thrones  and  crack  the 
sinews  of  whole  nations,  could  not  be  content  with 
the  quiet  circumstance  of  their  backwoods  home,  in 
an  age  of  startling  incident,  when  war  was  afoot  and 
the  far  vibrations  of  its  stormy  music  were  heard, 
like  the  Macedonian  invitations,  in  their  Sylvan  so- 
litudes. Inducements  were  held  out  to  some  of  them 
by  the  struggling  states  of  South  America:  and  the 
ferryman  left  his  flat,  and  the  ploughman  his  furrow, 
for  posts  of  honor  in  the  army  of  Bolivar.  For 
some,  the  decrees  of  their  banishment  were  revok- 
ed, and  they  returned  to  “la  belle  France,” — for 
which  in  their  exile  they  had  felt  all  maladie  du 
pays,  to  preside  in  her  senates,  or  to  head  her  armies. 
Seeing  their  leaders  thus  leaving  them,  the  emi- 
grants in  large  numbers  returned  to  their  native 
country,  or  sought  more  congenial  homes  in  our 
southwestern  cities.  The  rights  of  the  soil  passed 
into  the  hands  of  a few.  Congress,  at  intervals,  ex- 
empted them  .from  the  requisitions  of  the  grant,  and 
ultimately  included  them  in  the  provisions  of  the  ge- 
neral pre-emption  law  of  1833.  The  colony  thus 
pssssd  away;  and  though  there  are  many  of  the  ori- 
ginal families,  at  least  of  their  descendants,  yet  re- 
siding in  the  country,  a stranger  would  in  vain  look 
among  the  black  lands  and  the  broad  cotton  fields  of 
Marengo,  for  the  simple  patches  upon  which  the 
Duke  of  Dantzic,  or  Count  Clausel  attempted  to  cul- 
tivate the  olive  and  the  vine.” 

OHIO. 

Methodist  Conference.  From  the  returns  made 
to  the  Ohio  annual  conference  lately  held  at  Urbana, 
it  appears  that  the  nnmber  of  members  in  it  is  56,027 
whites,  605  colored,  and  422  local  ministers.  The 
number  of  members  in  the  Northern  Ohio  confer- 
ence is  24,407. 

MaC  River  and  Lake  Erie  rail  road,  Ohio. — 
The  above  road  is  now  finished  for  exceeding  thirty 
miles,  and  we  see  that  the  cost  of  this  thirty  miles  is 
stated  to  have  been  about  $200,000.  The  contracts 
were  taken  at  the  highest  prices  which  prevailed  a 
few  years  past,  and  the  same  work  can  now  be  done 
at  much  lower  rates.  At  the  above,  however,  the 
cost  is  near  two-thirds  less  than  similar  roads  are 
contracted  for  in  the  east.  [Cincinnati  Gaz. 

INDIANA. 

The  legislature  convened  on  Dec.  6th.  In  the 
house  on  election  for  speaker  Jno.  W.  Davis  receiv- 
ed 54  votes,  J.  G.  Marshall  40,  scattering  4.  Both 
houses  completed  their  organization. 

Governor’s  message.  We  have  only  had  time 
to  give  it  hasty  perusal,  but  from  what  we  have  seen 
we  are  !much  pleased.  The  governor  seems  dispos- 
ed to  present  the  true  situation  of  the  state  without 
concealing  any  facts.  The  suspended  debt  of  India- 
na is  set  down  at  THREE  MILLIONS  THREE 
HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS,  in  relation  to  which,  the  governor  adds: 
Noah  Noble,  esq.  the  fund  commissioner,  has  been 
assiduously  engaged  through  the  present  year  in  the 


duties  of  his  office.  Your  most  earnest  attention  is 
invited  to  his  very  full  report,  which  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you.  Its  magnitude  and  the  variety  of  topics, 
relating  almost  exclusively  to  the  suspended  debt, 
and  the  collateral  securities  taken  to  secure  its 
payment,  forbid  my  attempting  any  particular  state- 
ment of  its  contents.  You  will  perceive  from  the 
report  that  the  greater  part  of  the  suspended  debt  is  in- 
volved in  doubt  and  difficulty.  Every  fair  and  impar- 
tail  mind  must  receive  the  impression,  that  Indiana 
has  been  in  many  instances  the  victim  of  preconcerted 
imposition  and  fraud.  If  broken  banks  were  to  be 
resuscitated  for  dishonest  purposes,  Indiana  bonds 
were  obtained  by  the  projectors  to  aid  in  the  enter- 
prise. If  clamorous  creditors  were  to  be  satisfied,  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  they  sometimes  lent  assistance  to 
their  debtors,  in  cajoling  our  agents  out  of  the  bonds. 
If  heavily  operating  institutions  were  involved  in  ex- 
pensive speculations  under  which  they  must  sink, 
unless  a powerful  effort  were  put  forth,  Indiana 
bonds  were  procured  at  nearly  their  par  value  and 
thrown  upon  the  money  market  at  reduced  prices  to 
raise  the  means-of  meeting  a pressing  emergency.” 
The  governor  continues:  “It  was  the  creation  of 
this  debt,  which  put  a stop  to  the  operation  of  the 
public  works,  and  its  weight  is  now  crushing  the 
energies  of  those,  who  are  struggling  to  sustain 
the  credit  of  Indiana.  As  to  our  own  public  agents 
identified  with  these  transactions,  so  far  as  any 
of  them  have  wilfully  violated  their  duty,  they 
should  answer  therefore  to  the  proper  tribunals  of 
the  country.  You  will  of  course,  in  justice  to  all 
concerned,  give  this  subject  a fair  and  impartial  in- 
vestigation, and  if  neeessary,  direct  such  proceedings 
as  justice  and  the  interest  of  the  state  may  demand. 

[Conn.  Tel.  Dec.  11. 

ILLINOIS. 

State  debt.  We  have  thrown  together  the  prin- 
cipal items  of  our  state  debt  as  we  find  them  in  the 
messages  and  reports  of  the  last  legislature.  We 
think  the  aggregate  and  items  given  not  greatly  in 
error. 

Sometime  hereafter  we  intend,  if  possible,  to  fur- 
nish an  exact  statement.  The  gross  amount  as  we 
have  given  it,  rises  to  over  nineteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. We  recollect  in  a speech  of  Mr.  Browning’s  in 
the  state  senate,  near  two  years  ago,  that  he  stated 
the  debt  of  this  state  in  1842,  would  amount  to  22 
millions.  If  we  go  on  hypothecating  and  otherwise 
disposing  of  state  bonds,  it  will  exceed  that  sum. 

Estimated  debt  of  this  state. 

Amount  of  state  debt  reported  by  the 

governor,  Nov.  26,  1840,  $13,643,601  83 

Amount  of  state  bonds  in  the  hands  of 
the  assignees  of  Wright  & Co.  for 
which  the  state  is  responsible,  1,200,000  00 

Internal  improvement  scrip  issued  to 

December  last,  1,341,959  59 

Debt  to  State  bank  increased  since 

November  5,  1840,  say  200,000  00 

Bonds  issued  in  1841,  for  Northern 
Cross  rail  road,  100,000  00 

Bonds  hypothecated  by  Dr.  Barrett 

to  pay  January  interest,  300,000  00 

Bonds  hypothecated  to  the  U.  S.  bank 

not  redeemed,  100,000  00 

Bonds  hypothecated  by  Gen.  White- 

sides  to  pay  July  interest,  840,000  00 

Recent  (supposed)  issue  of  canal  state 

bonds  by  the  governor,  500,000  00 

In  all  $19,125,561  42 

Besides  this  sum  a considerable  amount  of  scrip 
has  been  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state,  auditor  and 
treasurer,  as  a board,  to  settle  up  the  affairs  of  the 
internal  improvement  system. 

Of  this  sum  $807,585  39,  is  due  to  the  school  fund; 
and  $477,919  44  on  account  of  “surplus  revenue” — 
which  last  sum,  however,  has  been  remitted  by  con- 
gress— leaving  as  the  debt  of  this  state,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  sum  of  $18,646,641  98 — and  probably 
there  are  some  items  yet  to  be  added. 

Can  the  people  of  Illinois  at  this  time  pay  the  in- 
terest on  our  state  debt?  We  might,  perhaps,  with 
more  propriety  ask,  can  they  ever  pay  it?  Surely 
neither  interest  or  principal,  if  the  present  plan  of  is- 
suing and  disposing  of  state  bonds  is  continued. 

[Sangamo  (111.)  Journal. 

From  BickneWs  Reporter. 

Greenville,  Bond  Co.  (III.)  Oct.  30,  1841. 

M.  T.  Miller,  esq.  editor  of  Bicknell's  Reporter: 

Sir:  I have  before  me  a New  York  paper  of  the 
28th  September,  in  which  I find  myself  very  unex- 
pectedly complimented  over  the  ambiguous  signature 
of  “ten  citizens  of  Illinois.”  Since  many  of  your 
readers,  in  a more  especial  manner  that  portion  of 
them  who  are  bond  holders,  take  a deep  interest  in 
the  subject  of  the  Illinois  state  debt,  I trust  that  a 
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love  of  justice,  no  less  than  a sense  of  duty  to  the 
public,  may  induce  you  to  give  me  a privilege  in 
your  columns  especially  as  I know  the  Reporter  cir- 
culates very  widely  throughout  the  west. 

The  excitement  among  the  people  of  Illinois  rela- 
tive to  the  growing  state  liabilities,  has  been  sponta- 
neous, and  so  far  as  my  observation  extends,  univer- 
sal, particularly  among  the  farmers.  The  charge 
brought  against  me  of  originating  this  excitement,  is 
peculiary  inapplicable,  since  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  in  this  county  which  led  to  the  adoption  of 
the  “ Bond  county  memorial,'1''  was  commenced  without 
my  knowledge.  A county  meeting  was  called, 
which  assembled  in  this  place  on  the  17th  Feb.  last, 
at  noon  day,  in  the  court  house,  which  was  filled  to 
overflowing,  when  the  memorial  so  much  condemn- 
ed was  brought  forward  and  adopted  with  almost  un- 
paralelled  unanimity.  Seven  persons  only  voting  in 
the  negative.  This  memorial  was  published  with  a 
notice  of  the  vote  and  other  proceedings,  and  the  sig- 
natures of  the  president,  secretary  and  committee  of 
seven,  who  reported  the  memorial  attached.  Seve- 
ral hundred  copies  were  distributed  among  the  peo- 
ple of  this  county,  and  a portion  sent  to  other  parts 
of  the  state  and  elsewhere.  The  Montgomery  coun- 
ty proceedings,  that  are  no  less  strong  in  denouncing 
the  transactions  under  which  the  state  debt  was  in- 
curred than  those  of  Bond,  and  were  no  less  exten- 
sively circulated,  were  published  about  the  same 
time.  By  this  mail  I inclose  you  printed  copies  of 
the  proceedings  of  both  Montgomery  and  Bond  coun- 
ties. Is  it  not  extraordinary,  that  after  the  lapse  of 
eight  months,  uten  citizens  of  Illinois'"  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  should  discover  that  this  public  demon- 
stration, so  unfavorable  to  the  sale  of  state  bonds, 
was  a mere  ‘ farce ,”  and  the  work  of  one  disorganiz- 
es 

The  Bond  county  memorial  ought  not  to  be  con- 
demned by  those  who  have  never  read  it,  nor  by 
those  who  do  not  understand  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  state  debt  has  been  created.  One  very 
important  misapprehension  exists  relative  to  the 
character  of  this  debt;— that  is, — in  classing  it  with 
other  state  debts  that  have  been  deliberately  con- 
tracted, with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple,— that  are  not  excessive  in  amount, — and  that 
are  correctly  and  judiciously  invested.  To  divert 
the  proceeds  of  such  an  investment  from  a public 
creditor,  would  require  a degree  of  moral  obliquity 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  people  of  no  American 
state  possesses: — It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  Il- 
linois state  debt  is  entitled  to  no  one  attribute  of  this 
category.  On  the  contrary,  that  it  has  been  inconsi- 
derately made,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
the  people, — that  it  is  overwhelming  in  amount, — 
and  that  the  money  procured  has  been  wretchedly 
squandered. 

It  is  very  important  to  the  holders  and  to  the  pur- 
chasers ot  Illinois  bonds  to  possess  a correct  know- 
ledge of  our  state  debt,  and  of  the  ability  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  people  to  pay  it.  I will  not  say  that  the 
“ten  citizens  of  Illinois”  in  their  address  to  bond 
holders  have  wilfully  misrepresented  or  withheld 
facts,  but  were  I required  to  give  an  opinion  of  their 
statements  1 should  pronounce  them  altogether  erro- 
neous,— and  no  honest  man  who  is  aware  of  the  wide 
spread  misery  which  falls  upon  the  innocent  purcha- 
sers of  such  security,  or  upon  their  destitute  and 
helpless  families,  can  remain  silent  whilst  so  fatal  a 
misconception  on  this  subject  prevails. 

The  obstinacy  of  the  public  mind  in  sustaining  a 
delusion  relative  to  the  value  of  stocks,  has  been  too 
well  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States.  An  experienced  dealer,  however,  is 
thoroughly  aware  of  the  fact,  that  that  stock  which 
declines  in  the  market  to  fifty  cents  or  less  on  the 
dollar,  and  continues  down  after  sufficient  time  has 
been  allowed  to  inquire  into  its  intrinsic  value,  never 
rises  again,  but  must  continue  to  sink,  until  the  mar- 
ket is  relieved  of  the  nuisance.  Yet  he  will  buy  and 
sell  so  long  as  dupes  may  be  found  to  purchase. 

In  November,  1840,  a statement  made  by  Dr.  Bar- 
rett, then  fund  commissioner,  disclosed  to  the  people 
of  Illinois  the  alarming  fact,  that  their  state  debt 
amounted  to  thirteen  millions  six  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars.  The  message  of  Governor  Carlin 
to  the  legislature  corroborated  this  fact.  About 
twenty-six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  this  amount 
was  supposed  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  state  bank. 
With  regard  to  this  bank  it  may  be  enough  here  to 
say  that  it  was  instituted  like  many  others  of  less 
magnitude  under  the  illusory  impression  that  the  le- 
gitimate object  of  banking  was  not  to  afford  the  op- 
portunity for  those  who  had  money  to  lend,  to  effect 
that  object  with  safety  and  convenience  to  them- 
selves, and  advantage  to  the  public, — but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  means  to  men  anxious  to  extend 
their  business,  whose  spirit  of  enterprise  outrun  their 
credit.  It  is  known  that  a considerable  portion  of 
these  bonds  were  not  under  the  control  of  the  bank  a 


year  since,  and  that  the  state  bonds  have  been  sold  at 
fifty-six  cents  on  the  dollar,  whilst  the  bank  stock 
has  been  at  no  time  higher  than  thirty-five  since  that 
period.  The  bank  is  now  under  its  fourth  year  of 
suspension.  The  dividend  last  year  accruing  to  the 
state  from  this  institution  was  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

It  is  perhaps  in  the  power  of  no  one  to  determine 
the  present  amount  of  liability  incurred  by  the  pro- 
fuse issue  of  bonds,  state  scrip  and  drafts,  no  official 
account  having  reached  the  public  ear  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  legislative  sitting  in  November 
1840.  Among  the  wild  provisions  of  the  unconstitu- 
tional revenue  act  of  February  last,  the  governor  is 
required  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  paying  in- 
terest on  the  state  debts,  which  bonds  shall  be  sold  by 
the  fund  commissioners  l‘for  the  best  price  they  will  com- 
mand.'” 

By  an  act  of  the  preceding  December,  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were 
hypothecated  to  meet  the  interest  due  in  January  on 
a portion  of  the  state  debt.  The  amount  of  state 
scrip  issued  for  other  purposes  during  the  session  of 
1840-41,  or  of  unregistered  bonds,  scrip  and  drafts 
issued  previous  to  that  time,  is  unknown  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  August  last  the  appearance  of  a new  issue 
to  the  amount  of  one  million  was  announced  in  the 
New  York  American.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  to  McAlister 
and  Stebbins  may  be  included  in  this  new  issue. 

It  is  a well  known  fact  that  the  works  upon  the  Il- 
linois and  Michigan  canal  have  been  diligently  pro- 
secuted throughout,  during  this  season,  and  that  the 
rail  road  to  connect  Springfield  with  Jacksonville  and 
the  Illinois  river  has  also  been  prosecuted  and  its 
completion  promised  during  the  present  year.  There 
appears  to  be  no  direct  appropriation  by  law  now  in 
existence  for  the  prosecution  of  the  canal,  but  it  is 
well  understood  that  under  the  divers  enactments, 
re-enactments,  repeals,  partial  repeals  and  provisos, 
engendered  by  the  internal  improvement  system, 
an  authority  may  be  found,  at  least  by  implication, 
for  any  issue  which  the  executive  can  be  induced  to 
make. 

In  Governor  Carlin’s  message  already  alluded  to 
of  November  20,  1840,  he  makes  the  total  amount  of 
state  liabilities  $13,643,601  83.  He  then  remarks, 
“deducting  from  the  above  amount  1,336,419  44  be- 
ing the  amount  of  surplus  revenue,  and  bonds  sold 
which  are  not  paid  for,  and  the  state  pays  interest 
upon  12,207,182  39 — annual  interest  thereon  732,430- 
92.”  Nothing  can  be  more  explicit  than  this  state- 
ment. It  will  be  remarked  that  the  recent  hypothe- 
cation of  bonds  to  meet  the  semi-annual  interest  to 
July  last  upon  eleven  millions  due  in  Europe  was  at 
the  rate  of  forty  cents  upon  the  dollar.  We  will 
now  add  the  debt  and  interest  together  up  to  January 
1842. 

Amount  of  debt  November  20,  1840,  by  report  of 

the  governor  and  fund  commissioner  $13,643,601 
Amount  of  bonds  issued  under  act  of  Dec. 

1840,  to  meet  interest  300,000 

Amount  of  spcific  appropriation  for  Nor- 
thern Cross  rail  road  100,000 

Amount  of  1 year’s  interest  on  12,607,000 

to  be  met  by  hypothecation  of  state 

bonds  at  40  cents  on  the  dollar  l,890yQ00 


15.933.000 

This  view  will  show  us  that  the  debt  on  the  ap- 
proaching January  cannot  be  less  than  sixteen  mil- 
lions. To  this  must  be  added  the  whole  expense  of 
works  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  for  the 
present  year.  This  amount  may  be  conjectured  from 
that  of  the  last  year,  which  was  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Allowing  the  labor  to  be 
more  economically  applied,  the  state  bonds,  which 
comprise  the  only  means  for  meeting  the  expense, 
being  our  whole  stock  in  trade,  have  depressed  in 
market  value  not  less  than  25  per  cent,  since  Novem- 
ber last.  It  would  be  safe  to  add  one  hundred  thou- 
sand to  the  appropriation  for  the  Northern  Cross  rail 
road,  since  the  labor  heretofore  done  upon  that  work 
required  a million. 

The  unknown  amount  of  bonds,  scrip  and  drafts 
may  prove  to  be  some  hundreds  of  thousands,  but  we 
will  call  it  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  only.  It  will 
thus  appear  that  the  probable  addition  should  not  be 
less  than  the  following: 

For  work  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  for  1841 

1.400.000 

Additional  allowance  for  Northern  Cross 

rail  road  100,000 

Miscellaneous  100,000 


1,600,000 

To  this  add  the  undoubted  amount  as 
shown  above  15,900,000 


Total  of  indebtedness  to  Jan.  1842,  17,500,000 


To  meet  this  indebtedness  of  seventeen  and  a half 
millions,  there  will  be  the  Springfield  and  Meredocia 
rail  road,  and  a still  unfinished  canal.  Can  any  thing 
be  reasonably  expected  from  these  sources  during 
the  present  generation?  Something  may  be  realised 
from  the  bank  stock,  but  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
trifling.  Yet  it  would  be  unjust  to  cast  an  indiscri- 
minate censure  upon  the  management  of  that  insti- 
tution. Its  officers  are  among  our  best  citizens,  and 
its  supposed  insolvency  is  an  unavoidable  conse- 
quence of  the  incorrect  principles  upon  which  it 
was  instituted,  prematurely  developed  by  the  gene- 
ral explosion  of  the  credit  system.  The  next  re- 
| gular  session  of  the  legislature  will  be  held  in  De- 
[ cember,  1842.  Should  the  present  system  be  pur- 
sued, and  nothing  can  check  it  but  the  impracti- 
cability of  selling  state  bonds  at  any  price,  the  lia- 
bilities must  exceed  twenty  millions  before  any  ac- 
count will  be  rendered  to  the  people.  No  means 
can  be  divised  to  meet  this  debt  but  a resort  to  di- 
rect taxation.  Are  the  people  able  and  willing  to 
bear  it? 

This  state  counts  a population  of  less  than  half  a 
million,  of  which  probably  less  than  seventy  thousand 
are  tax  payers.  The  mass  of  the  people  live  in  the 
first  rude  log  house  which  was  thrown  up  to  protect 
them  from  the  weather.  They  have  everytliing  to 
buy,  and  but  little  to  sell.  All  that  we  bring  with 
us  is  expended  in  purchasing  land,  and  in  making  such 
improvements  as  are  indispensable  to  the  sustenance 
of  our  families.  Compare  our  means  with  those  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  The  whole  trading  capital 
of  this  state  does  not  exceed  two  and  a half  mil- 
lions in  amount,  whilst  that  of  New  York  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  than  one  hundred  millions.  The 
present  state  debt  of  New  York  does  not  greatly  ex- 
ceed that  of  Illinois — yet  her  securities  sell  at  a dis- 
count of  fifteen  per  cent.  What,  then,  should  be  the 
discount  on  ours? 

Our  population  is  thinly  scattered  over  a large  ter- 
ritory; strangers,  not  only  to  the  country,  but  to  each 
other,  and  but  little  acquainted  with  the  men  who 
compose  the  legislative  body,  and  with  the  motives, 
other  than  those  which  should  promote  the  general 
welfare,  that  actuate  them.  The  legislature,  in  its 
ruinous  proceedings,  has  been  accused  of  submitting 
to  bank  dictation.  The  bank  is  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
state  by  a law  of  1837;  and  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
state  is  paid  immediately  into  the  bank.  The  officers 
of  the  government — not  only  the  executive  and  legis- 
lative bodies,  but  the  judiciary — can  receive  their 
pay  only  by  an  auditor’s  warrant,  drawn  upon  the 
state  bank  of  Illinois;  which  that  bank  may,  and  does, 
honor  or  reject  at  pleasure!  The  mass  of  our  people 
have  no  means  of  obtaining  a direct  knowledge  of 
these  degrading,  but  important  facts — does  it  follow, 
that  they  shall  be  mulcted  to  the  amount  of  all  they 
are  worth,  for  such  ignorance?  Probably  not.  The 
constitution  of  the  U.  States,  and  of  their  own  state 
are  an  ample  guarantee  against  such  legislative  ex- 
cesses. The  men  who  compose  the  legislative  body 
are  the  agents  of  the  people;  the  powers  of  these 
agents  are  defined  by  written  constitutions,  which 
are  published,  and  accessible  to  every  intelligent  man, 
whether  in  Europe  or  America.  Can  it  be  held  that 
this  safeguard  is  not  sufficient,  but  that  the  people  shall 
assemble  in  mass  at  the  seat  of  government,  during 
their  legislative  session,  to  keep  their  servants  within 
the  pale  of  the  constitution?  These  agents  possess 
no  power  by  which  a debt  of  ten,  twenty  and  a hun- 
dred millions,  or  even  one  million  can  be  imposed 
upon  the  people.  Not  a debt  has  been  incurred  by 
any  member  of  this  confederacy,  without  a palpable 
violation  of  the  constitution  which  holds  these  states 
together.  Yet  the  people  of  Illinois  would  not  ap- 
peal to  the  constitution  for  protection  did  they  sup- 
pose they  were  under  a moral  obligation  to  discharge 
these  debts.  To  such  as  have  doubts  relative  to  the 
shameful  deception  practised  upon  the  people  bv 
their  agents,  I recommend  the  perusal  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  appointed  by  the  house  of 
representatives  to  investigate  the  scrip  accounts  of 
the  board  of  public  works  during  the  last  session 
consisting  of  J.  W.  Ormsbee,  R.  Murphy,  of  Cook’ 
A.  W.  Cavarly,  W.  Jf,  Heuderson  and  W,  A.  Min- 
shall. 

The  object  of  the  bond  county  memorial  was  to 
put  the  legislature  and  the  public  on  their  guard 
against  the  further  issue  of  state  bonds.  The  people 
of  Illinois  may  feel  but  little  interest  in  them,  and  by 
allowing  the  amount  to  increase,  all  hope  of  future 
payment  might  be  wholly  extinguished;  yet  no  ho- 
nest man  should  remain  silent  whilst  the  market  is 
flooded  with  issues  which  he  iqust’condemn  as  frau- 
dulent, under  the  known  impossibility  of  ultimate  re- 
demption. And  the  innocent  bond  holders  may  rest 
assured  that  the  very  citizeps  of  Illinois  who  are 
now  so  anxious  to  maintain  the  credit  of  this  pre- 
posterous issqe,  will  be  the  first  to  turn  their  backs 
upon  them,  when  it  is  ascertained  that  no  more  mo- 
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ney  can  be  raised  upon  the  prostituted  faith  of  an  abus- 
ed people.  The  legislature  may  not  repudiate  the  debt, 
but  the  people  will  never  pay  it.  The  present  gene- 
ration could  not  do  it;  and  were  it  possible  to  apply 
any  compulsory  process  to  effect  a payment,  it  would 
result,  not  in  accomplishing  that  object,  but  in  depo- 
pulating the  state.  Will  the  people  of  the  next  ge- 
neration assume  a debt  which  their  fathers  pronunc- 
ed  a fraud? 

An  unjust  personal  attack  injures  no  one  but  the 
assailant.  If  I have  succeeded  in  showing  the  legi- 
timacy and  propriety  of  the  bond  county  memorial, 
or  assisted  in  opening  the  eyes  of  an  innocent  public 
to  the  true  value  of  Illinois  bonds,  I shall  be  gratified 
at  having  accomplished  the  object  of  my  letter.  Re- 
spectfully, WILLIAM  S.  WAIT. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Pennant. 

The  condition  of  Illinois  is  truly  deplorable.  We 
first  see  her  immense  internal  improvement  fund 
squandered  by  profligate  legislatures  as  commission- 
ers, so  that,  after  an  investment  of  over  $10,000,000 
for  public  works,  scarcely  a mile  of  her  canals  and 
rail  roads  has  yet  been  completed  so  as  to  afford  an 
income  to  the  state;  now  comes  a ruinous  negotiation 
of  her  bonds  through  an  agency;  and  last,  though  not 
least,  she  has  the  astounding  intelligence  that  her 
agent  in  London  refuses  to  give  up  the  bonds  which 
were  placed  in  his  hands  for  negotiation. 

The  editor  of  the  Alton  Telegraph  says  that  hither- 
to he  has  been  in  favor  of  paying  the  interest  on  the 
state  debt,  but  now  he  thinks  the  only  course  to  pur- 
sue is  to  follow  the  example  of  Indiana  and  stop  the 
payment  of  interest,  unless  the  bond  holders  will  re- 
ceive the  bonds  at  par  in  payment.  He  remarks: 
“The  impracticability  of  laying  a direct  tax  upon 
the  people,  at  this  time,  the  depressed  rates  of  our 
bonds  in  the  market,  notwithstanding  the  hitherto 
prompt  payment  of  our  interest;  and  the  constant  in- 
crease of  that  debt  by  the  continual  issue  of  more 
bonds  which  are  sacrificed  at  ruinous  rates  to  pay  in- 
terest, are  all  considerations  which  have  awakened 
in  the  public  mind  the  most  intense  solicitude.  One 
thing  is  very  certain,  and  that  is,  the  people  of  this 
state  will  no  longer  countenance  payment  of  our  in- 
terest upon  the  terms  in  which  it  has  been  done  for 
the  last  twelve  months.  The  course  is  a suicidal  one, 
which  neither  sophistry  nor  reason  can  sustain;  and 
the  quicker  a stop  is  put  to  it  the  better  it  will  prove 
both  for  our  creditors  and  us.” 


the  commanding  officer  of  her  majesty’s  ships  on 
that  coast  of  an  agreement  entered  into  by  that  officer 
with  Commander  Paine,  of  the  U.  States  navy,  for 
searching  and  detaining  ships  found  trading  in  slaves 
under  the  United  States  flag;  and  Lieut.  Seagram 
having,  on  the  21st  October,  1839,  met  with  the  ship 
“Douglas,”  carrying  the  flag  of  the  union,  he  board- 
ed her,  and  made  inquiries  as  to  the  voyage  for  which 
she  was  bound.  Lieutenant  Seagram  was  received 
on  board  the  “Douglas”  with  great  incivility,  and  a 
disinclination  was  shown  to  reply  to  any  questions 
relating  to  her  voyage;  but  he  ascertained  that  she 
was  bound  to  the  river  Brass,  and  he  found  on  board 
of  her  seven  Spaniards  who  were  going  to  that  river, 
where  no  trade  but  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on. 

Lieutenant  Seagram  requested  to  see  the  papers  of 
the  “Douglas;”  but  the  captain  of  the  “Douglas” 
could  produce  no  custom  house  clearance,  and  had 
made  an  entrance  on  his  log  that,  on  leaving  the  Ha- 
vana, he  could  not  procure  one,  and  that  he  had  re- 
turned to  the  harbor  to  obtain  such  a paper,  but  had 
left  the  harbor  again  without  it.  This  circumstance 
appeared  suspicious  to  Lieutenant  Seagram;  and,  on 
examining  the  papers  produced  by  the  captain  of  the 
“Douglas,”  he  found  that  the  “Douglas”  was  con- 
signed to  a well  known  slave  trader,  Don  Pablo  Teisas, 
who  was  then  on  board  of  her,  and  to  whom  the  slav- 
ing vessels  “Asp”  and  “Lark,”  which  had  been  re- 
cently condemned  for  slave  trade,  had  been  consign- 
ed. 


DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 
PRESIDENT’S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

Relating  to  the  detention  op  American  vessels 
on  the  African  coast  by  British  armed  crui- 


Lieutenant  Seagram  pressed  for  permission  to  ex- 
amine the  hold  of  the  vessel,  and  the  consignee  gave 
him  permission  to  examine  her  freight,  because  he 
conceived  it  was  protected  by  the  United  States  flag; 
and,  under  the  same  impression,  he  acknowledged  to 
Lieutenant  Seagram  that  her  cargo  was  Spanish,  and 
had  been  shipped  as  American  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  seizure. 

The  hatches  of  the  vessel  having  then  been  open- 
ed, and  Lieutenant  Seagram  having  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine her,  it  was  discovered  that  she  Was  fitted  out 
for  the  slave  trade,  with  leaguers,  hoops  and  staves, 
a slave  deck,  in  planks,  aud  three  complete  slave 
coppers. 

Lieutenant  Seagram  reports  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  should  have  sent  the  “Douglas”  to 
the  United  States,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  authori- 
ties of  that  country,  but  that  he  had  received  orders 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  her  majesty’s  vessels 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  not  to  send  any  vessels  to  the 
United  States  until  he  should  have  been  informed 
what  course  the  United  States  government  took  as  to 
the  slave  vessels  “Eagle”  and  “Clara,”  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  United  States  by  the  commanding 
officer,  with  a view  to  assist  the  American  govern- 
ment in  preventing  the  abuse  of  the  national  flag  of 
the  union.' 

But  Lieutenant  Seagram,  not  having  received  any 
information  on  this  point  at  the  end  of  eight  days  af- 
ter the  detention  of  the  “Douglas,”  thought  it  his 
duty  then  to  release  the  “Douglas,”  instead  of  de- 
taining her  longer,  or  sending  her  to  the  United 
States. 

From  the  facts  above  slated,  there  appears  little 
doubt  that,  if  the  “Douglas”  had  been  sent  to  the 
United  States,  she  would  have  been  condemned  for 
trading  in  slaves  under  the  flag  of  the  union.  And 
had  she  been  tried  by  the  mixed  commission  at  Sierra 
Leone,  the  proofs  that  the  slave  trading  voyage  on 
which  she  was  engaged  was  in  fact  a Spanish  enter- 
prise were  strong  enough  to  have  warranted  her  con- 
demnation in  the  British  and  Spanish  courts  as  " 
Spanish  slaver. 

With  respect  to  the  assertion  that  three  men  died 
from  the  effects  of  exposure  to  the  sun,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  detention  of  the  vessel,  the  undersign- 
ed has  to  state  that  it  appears  that  the  vessel  remain- 


john  of  rum,  forming  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  vessel, 
it  seems  probable  that  there  is  an  error  in  that  alle- 
gation, because  the  hatches  of  the  vessel  were  opened 
and  closed  again  in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant  Sea- 
gram, and  no  complaint  was  made  to  that  officer, 
either  by  the  master  or  the  consignee,  that  any  loss 
or  damage  had  been  done  to  the  cargo. 

Indeed,  the  master,  on  resuming  the  charge  of  his 
vessel,  declared  to  Lieutenant  Seagram  that  he  had 
no  complaint  to  make. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  appear  that 
the  visit,  the  search,  and  the  detention  of  the  “Dou- 
glas,” by  Lieutenant  Seagram  took  place  under  a 
full  belief,  on  the  part  of  that  officer,  that  he  was 
pursuing  a course  which  would  be  approved  by7  the 
government  of  the  United  States;  and  in  his  conduct 
towards  the  crew  of  the  vessel  he  appears  scrupu- 
lously to  have  avoided  any  act  which  would  justly 
give  cause  of  offence  to  a friendly  power. 

The  undersigned  has  therefore  to  express  the  con- 
fident hope  of  her  majesty’s  government  that,  upon  a 
consideration  of  the  whole  case,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  will  be  of  opinion  that,  although 
the  act  of  Lieutenant  Seagram  in  detaining  a United 
States  slave-trading  vessel  was,  in  the  abstract,  irre- 
gular, yet  the  impression  under  which  he  did  it,  and 
the  motives  which  prompted  him  to  do  it,  exempt 
him  from  any  just  blame. 

But  the  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  request- 
ing Mr.  Stevenson  to  draw  the  serious  attention  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  this  case, 
which  affords  a striking  example  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  and  flag  of  the  United  States  are 
employed  by  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  Brazilian  cri- 
minals, to  protect  their  piratical  undertakings,  in 
utter  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  union,  and  in  open 
defiance  of  the  federal  government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Stevenson  the  assurance  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


lord  PALMERSTON  TO  MR.  STEVENSON. 

Foreign  office,  August  5,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  her  majesty’s  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  received  two  notes, 
addressed  to  him  on  the  13th  of  November,  1840,  and 
on  the  1st  of  March  last,  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  U. 

States,  complaining  of  the  search  and  detention  of 
the  United  States  vessel  “Douglas,”  and  of  the  ill 
treatment  of  the  crew  by  Lieutenant  Seagram,  of  her 
majesty’s  brig  “Temagant,”  employed  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  in  suppressing  the  slave  trade. 

In  these  two  communications  from  Mr.  Stevenson 
it  is  stated  that  on  the  21st  October,  1839,  Lieutenant 
Seagram  boarded  the  “Douglas”  while  she  was  pur- 
suing her  voyage  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  examined 
the  ship’s  papers  and  the  passengers’  passports,  broke 
open  the  hatches,  hauled  down  the  American  flag, 
and  seized  the  vessel  as  a slaver;  that  he  kept  pos-  ed,  on  her  own  account,  in  the  African  seas  two 
session  of  her  during  eight  days,  namely,  from  the  j months  after  her  detention  by  Lieutenant  Seagram; 
21st  October,  1839,  to  the  29th  of  the  same  month;  and,  as  none  of  her  men  died  until  after  those  two 
that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  “Douglas”  became  months,  there  seems  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
ill  from  their  exposure  to  the  sun,  and  that,  in  con-  death  of  the  two  men  in  question  was  occasioned 
sequence,  three  of  them  died,  and  the  captain  is  still  by  the  detention  of  the  vessel  by  Lieutenant  Sea 
in  bad  health.  And  Mr.  Stevenson  expresses  the  gram. 


confident  expectation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  that  her  majesty’s  government  will  make 
prompt  reparation  for  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Seagram  in  this  case,  and  will  take  efficient  means 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  abuses. 

The  undersigned  has,  in  reply,  to  state  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  wish  expressed  by  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the 
part  of  his  government,  a strict  investigation  has,  by 
order  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  been  made  into 
the  particulars  of  this  case,  and  the  result  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Lieutenant  Seagram,  commanding  her  majesty’s 
ship  “Termagant,”  employed  in  suppressing  the  slave 
trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  had  been  apprized  by 


With  respect  to  the  statement  that  Lieutenant 
Seagram  ordered  the  American  flag  to  be  hauled 
down,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  master  of  the 
“Douglas,”  in  his  protest  declares  that  he  himself, 
and  not  Lieutenant  Seagram,  ordered  the  United 
[States]  flag  to  be  hauled  down. 

As  to  any  loss  of  provisions  or  stores,  it  is  stated 
by  the  American  master  that  the  English  prize  crew 
brought  their  provisions  with  them  to  the  “Douglas,” 
and  he  does  not  even  assert  that  they  consumed  any 
provisions  belonging  to  the  “Douglas,”  or  that  any 
of  the  stores  of  that  vessel  were  lost. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  of  the  American 
master  that  the  prize  crew  had  secreted  one  demi 


LORD  PALMERSTON  TO  MR.  STEVENSON. 

Foreign  Office,  Aug.  5,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  secreta- 
ry of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  received  the  note 
which  Mr.  Stevenson,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica addressed  to  him  on  the  27th  of  February  last, 
complaining  that  the  schooner  “lago,”  bearing  the 
United  States  flag,  and  commanded  by  Mr.  Adolphus 
Dupony  had  been  detained  by  her  majesty’s  brigan- 
tine “Termagant,”  Lieutenant  Seagram,  and  that  the 
schooner  “Hero,”  under  the  United  States  flag,  and 
commanded  by  Mr.  B.  McConnell,  had  been  detained 
by  her  majesty’s  brig  Lynx. 

Mr  Stevenson  complains,  in  the  first  place,  that 
injury  was  done  in  these  cases  to  the  purposes  of  the 
voyage,  and  to  the  cargo  and  stores  on  board  the  ves- 
sel detained;  and  he  contends,  in  the  second  place,  that 
her  maiesty’s  naval  officers  had  no  excuse,  and  much 
less  any  justification,  for  detaining  these  vessels;  and 
he  adds  that  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  ves- 
sels detained  were  equipped  for,  or  actually  engaged 
i,  slave  traffic  or  not. 

With  regard  to  the  allegation  of  damages  done  to 
the  cargoes  of  these  vessels,  the  undersigned  begs  to 
remind  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  papers  which  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  undersigned  show  that,  in  ibe  case  of 
the  “lago  ” the  money  which  was  lost  was  stolen  by 
the  crew  of  the  “lago”  while  the  master  was  absent 
on  shore,  and  that  it  was  not  abstracted  by  the  crew 
of  the  detaining  vessel.  And  it  is  fair  [to  presume]  that 
the  chronometer  and  the  watch,  which  were  also  lost 
board  that  vessel,  were  taken  by  the  same  persons 
who  stole  the  money. 

With  regard  to  the  damage  said  to  have  been  done 
to  the  cargo  of  the  “Hero”  during  the  -searjl  of 
that  vessel,  the  undersigned  has  requested  the  board 
of  admiralty  to  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  upon  that 
matter,  and  he  will  acquaint  Mr.  Stevenson  with  the 
result. 

With  respect  to  the  justification  which  the  British 
officers  had  for  detaining  these  American  vessels, 
with  regard  to  the  detention  ol  which  Mr.  Steven 
son  says  that  there  is  “no  shadow  of  pretencq  for  ex 
ercising,  much  less  justifying,  the  right  of  search  or 
detention  of  vessels  under  the  United  States  flag  by 
vessels  of  her  majesty’s  navy,”  the  undersigned  has 
to  state  that  a formal  agreement  was  en deied  i to 
on  the  11th  March,  1840,  by  the  command^  officer 
of  her  majesty’s  ships  on  the  coast  of  Afnca,  . nd 
the  officer  commanding  the  vessel  sent  by  t i t d 

States  government  to  suppress  the  s ave  tiade  ol 
tho  United  States  on  the  African  coast,  and  by  that 
EfoSU,  for  lh.  P»rp.«  of  c,„?,nS 
into  execution  the  “orders  and  views  of  then  le- 
spective  governments  respecting  the  suppression  of 
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the  slave  trade,  requested  each  other,  and  agreed” 
to  detain  all  vessels,  under  the  United  States  flag, 
found  to  be  fully  equipped  for  and  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade;  and  it  was  agreed  that  such  vessels  should 
eventually  be  handed  over  to  the  United  States  crui- 
sers, if  proved  to  be  United  States  property,  and  to 
British  cruisers,  if  proved  to  be  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Brazilian  or  English  property. 

The  undersigned  would  therefore  submit  that  the 
commanding  oflicers  of  her  majesty’s  vessels  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that,  when  giving  effect  to  this 
agreement  by  detaining  vessels  bearing  the  United 
States  flag  and  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  they  were 
doing  a thing  which  would  be  disagreeable  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  “Iago,”  the  undersigned  has 
to  observe  that  that  vessel  was  fully  equipped  for 
slave  trade;  that  the  papers  found  on  board  of  her 
were  of  a suspicious  character;  that  all  her  crew  but 
two  were  Spanish.  And  her  majesty’s  advocate 
general,  to  whom  the  case  was  referred,  has  report- 
ed it  be  his  opinion  that  the  commissioners  at  Sierra 
Leone  would  have  been  justified  in  proceeding  to  the 
adjudication  of  the  vessel,  and,  that,  if  the  case  had 
been  investigated  by  them,  sufficient  proof  would 
have  been  afforded  that  the  vessel  was  in  reality 
Spanish,  and  not  American  property,  and  that  con- 
sequently she  was  liable  to  condemnation. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment will  show  that  there  is  good  reason  for  doubt- 
ing that  any  wilful  damage  was  done  to  the  cargo  of 
either  of  the  two  vessels  in  question  by  the  crews  of 
the  detaining  ships;  and  that,  although  it  is  indisputa- 
ble that  British  cruisers  have  no  right,  as  such,  to 
search  and  detain  vessels  which  are  the  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  even  though  such  ves- 
sels may  evidently  be  engaged  in  slave  trade,  yet  in 
these  cases  the  British  naval  officers  acted  in  pur- 
suance of  a special  agreement  with  a naval  officer 
of  the  United  States;  and  they  were,  therefore,  justi- 
fied in  believing  that,  instead  of  doing  any  thing 
which  would  be  complained  of  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  they  were  furthering  the  views 
and  forwarding  the  wishes  of  that  government. 

Such  cases,  however,  cannot  happen  again,  be- 
cause positive  orders  were  sent  by  the  admiralty,  in 
February  last,  to  all  her  majesty’s  cruisers  employed 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  not  again  to 
detain  or  meddle  with  the  United  States  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade.  These  orders  have  been 
sent  by  her  majesty’s  government  with  great  pain 
and  regret,  but  as  an  act  due  by  them  to  the  rights  of 
the  United  States. 

Her  majesty’s  government,  however,  cannot  bring 
themselves  to  believe  that  the  government  at  Wash- 
ington can  seriously  and  deliberately  intend  that  the 
flag  and  vessels  of  the  union  shall  continue  to  be,  as 
they  now  are,  the  shelter  under  which  the  malefac- 
tors of  all  countries  perpetrate  with  impunity  crimes 
which  the  laws  of  the  union  stigmatize  as  piracy 
and  punish  with  death. 

But,  unless  the  United  States  government  shall 
consent  to  make,  with  the  other  powers  of  Christen- 
dom, some  agreement  of  the  nature  of  that  which 
their  naval  officer  on  the  coast  of  Africa  spontane- 
ously entered  into  with  the  British  naval  commander 
on  that  station,  these  abuses  will  not  only  continue 
to  exist,  but  will  increase  in  magnitude  every  day; 
and  the  end  will  be,  that  the  slave  trade  will  be  car- 
ried on  exclusively  under  the  shelter  of  the  flag,  and 
by  the  special  protection  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  that  nation,  whose  legislature  was  among 
the  first  to  pronounce  the  crime  infamous,  and  to  affix 
to  it  the  severest  penalties. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Stevenson  the  assurances  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  &c. 

P.  S.  I return  to  you,  according  to  your  request, 
the  original  papers  enclosed  in  your  note  of  the  27th 
of  February  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  “Iago.” 

MR.  STEVENSON  TO  LORD  PALMERSTON. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  street,  August  9,  1841. 

My  lord:  On  my  return  to  London,  after  a tem- 
porary absence  of  a few  days,  1 found  the  two  com- 
munications which  your  lordship  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me,  under  date  of  the  5th  instant,  in  an- 
swer to  my  notes  of  the  13th  of  November,  the  27th 
of  February,  and  the  1st  of  March  last,  complaining 
of  the  seizure  and  detention  of  three  American  ves- 
sels, the  “Douglas,”  “Iago,”  and  “Hero,”  and  the 
ill-treatment  of  their  crews,  by  her  majesty’s  cruisers 
employed  on  the  African  coast  in  suppressing  the 
slave  trade. 

Having,  in  my  previous  communications,  said  all 
that  1 deemed  important  on  the  subject  of  these  re- 
peated aggressions  upon  the  vessels  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States  and  the  rights  of  their  flag,  I can 
have  no  inducement  at  this  time  to  trouble  your 


lordship  with  any  further  remarks;  and  I shall  there- 
fore content  myself  with  transmitting  to  my  govern- 
ment, at  the  earliest  day,  copies  of  your  lordship’s 
notes,  with  whom  it  will  rest  to  decide  upon  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  explanation  which  they  contain  in 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  of 
her  majRty’s  brigs  of  wax',  the  Termagant  and  the 
Lynx. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  I should  seize  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that,  in 
relation  to  the  agreement  which  it  is  alleged  wasen- 
tei'ed  into  between  the  commander  of  the  British 
squadron  on  the  African  coast  and  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  vessel  sent  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  allowing 
the  mutual  right  of  searching  and  detaining  all  Bri- 
tish and  American  vessels  found  trading  in  slaves,  I 
have  no  other  information  than  that  communicated 
in  your  lordship’s  notes,  and  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  such  authority  had  been  confided  by  the 
American  government  to  any  of  its  officers. 

I pray  your  lordship  to  accept  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

LORD  PALMERSTON  TO  MR.  STEVENSON. 

Foreign  Office,  August  17,  1841. 

Viscount  Palmerston  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  and,  with  l'eference  to  Mr.  Steven- 
son’s note  of  the  9th  instant,  has  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit, herewith,  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  a copy  of  the  agree- 
ment entered  into  between  captain  Tucker,  of  her 
majesty’s  sloop  “Wolverine,”  and  lieut.  Payne,  of 
the  United  States  ship  of  war  “Grampus,”  which 
was  referred  to  in  the'notes  addressed  by  Viscount 
Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  5th  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  the  detention  of  the  vessels  the  “Doug- 
las,” the  “Iago,”  and  “Hero,”  by  her  majesty’s 
cruisers. 

A.  Stevenson,  esq.  &c. 

LORD  PALMERSTON  TO  MR.  STEVENSON. 

Foreign  Office,  August  27,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  her  majesty’s  principal  secreta- 
ry  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  had  under  his  con- 
sideration the  note  which  Mr.  Stevenson,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiai’y  of  the  U. 
States,  did  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him,  under 
date  of  the  15th  of  May,  1840,  complaining  of  the 
detention  of  a brig  under  American  coloi’s,  called 
the  “Mary,”  by  her  majesty’s  ship  Forester. 

In  this  note  Mr.  Stevenson,  assuming  the  informa- 
tion furnished  to  the  United  States  government  by 
Mr.  Trist,  their  consul  at  the  Havana,  to  be  com- 
plete and  correct,  prefers  a claim  for  indemnity  to 
the  owner  of  the  “Mary,”  and  asks  for  the  exempla- 
ry punishment  of  the  commander  of  the  “Forester,” 
and  those  concerned  in  the  proceedings  taken  by  that 
officer  against  the  Mary — proceedings  which,  in  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  opinion,  seem  to  want  nothing  to  give 
them  the  character  of  a most  flagrant  and  daring 
outrage,  and  very  little,  if  any  thing,  to  sink  them 
into  an  act  of  open  and  direct  piracy. 

The  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  inform 
Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  more  particular  information 
which  has  been  furnished  to  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, as  to  this  vessel,  places  the  question  in  a very 
different  light  from  that  in  which  it  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  government  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  undersigned  trusts  that  the  following  statement 
will  satisfy  Mr.  Stevenson  that,  although  the  vessel 
herself,  being  ill-built,  might  not  have  been  intend- 
ed actually  to  convey  negroes  from  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, yet  she  was  in  reality  the  property  of  a Spanish 
slave  dealer,  and  was  employed  by  him  for  the  pur- 
poses of  slave  trade. 

The  papers  found  on  board  this  vessel  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  “Forester”  showed  that,  on  the  24th 
of  January,  1839,  a bill  of  sale  was  prepared  at  the 
Havana  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Smith,  the  vice  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  that  port,  setting  forth  that  a per- 
manent American  register  (No.  48)  had  been  grant- 
ed to  the  brig  “Mary,”  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  17th 
of  June,  1837,  and  that,  the  brig  was  at  that  time 
owned  by  Joseph  J.  Snowden,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
was  commanded  by  J.  H.  Haven. 

Joseph  J.  Snowden,  the  original  owner,  then  gave 
a power  of  attoi-ney  and  substitution  to  Charles 
Snowden,  who  again  nominated  Pedro  Manegat,  the 
notorious  slave  dealer,  but  who  was  described  in  that 
document  merely  as  a mei-chant  at  the  Havana,  to 
sell  and  transfer  the  “Mary.” 

Eight  days  afterwards,  Pedro  Manegat  pi-ofessedly 
sold  the  “Mary”  to  a person  named  Pedro  Sabate,  of 
New  Orleans,  who,  on  the  2d  of  May,  appointed  as 
her  master  Charles  Snowden,  the  same  person  who, 
three  months  before,  had  named  Pedro  Magenatas 
his  agent  to  sell  the  “Mary;”  and  on  the  18th  of 
June,  Pedro  Sabate  replaced  Snowden  by  appointing 
David  Tomlinson  to  the  command. 


This  Pedro  Manegat,  the  pretended  seller  but  real 
purchaser  of  the  “Mary,”  is  the  same  individual 
who,  in  like  manner,  owned  the  following  nominally 
American  vessels,  namely,  the  “Hyperion,"  which 
left  the  Havana  in  December,  1838,  as  an  American 
vessel,  and  was  afterwards  condemned  as  the  Span- 
ish schooner  “Isabel;”  the  schooner  “Hazard,"  which 
was  detained  and  erroneously  released  in  February, 
1839,  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  which 
mark  the  case  of  the  “Mary;"  and  the  “Octavia," 
also  condemned  as  Spanish  property — which  last 
named  vessel  Pedro  Manegat  had  only  employed,  as 
he  did  the  “Mary,”  namely,  to  carry  goods  for  the 
purchase  of  slaves  to  agents  on  the  coast. 

The  Spanish  master,  Thomas  Escheverria,  and  a 
Spanish  crew,  were  shipped  on  board  the  “Mary”  as 
passengers;  among  them  were  several  individuals 
who  were  recognised  as  having  been  formerly  cap- 
tured in  slave  vessels — Escheverria  himself  having 
been  master  of  the  Spanish  schooner  “Norma,” 
when  that  vessel  was  captured  with  234  slaves  on 
board.  The  ship’s  articles  set  forth  that  the  crew  was 
engaged  to  navigate  the  “Mary”  from  the  port  of 
Havana  to  the  Gallinas,  or  wherever  else  the  master  may 
direct. 

In  two  of  three  papers  which  the  master,  David 
Tomlinson,  produced  to  prove  his  American  citizen- 
ship, he  is  styled  Pits  B.  Tomlimcrty,  and  in  the 
third  P.  B.  Tomlinson;  while  in  the  log,  enclosed 
in  Mr.  Stevenson’s  note,  he  is  called  Captain  Thom- 
ason. 

The  clearance  and  bills  of  lading  show  that  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  were  Blanco  & Carvelho,  Pedro 
Martinez  & Co.,  Pedro  Manegat,  and  Tomas  Esche- 
verria, the  Spanish  captain,  all  well  known  slave 
traders;  and  the  consignees,  Tomas  Rodriguez  Baron, 
Ignacio  P.  Rolo  and  Theodore  Canot,  of  the  Galli- 
nas, long  and  well  known  to  the  naval  officers  employ- 
ed in  suppressing  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  as  fac- 
tors for  the  purchase  and  shipment  of  slaves. 

Thus  the  papers  pi-oduced  to  the  captain  of  the 
Forester,  by  Tomlinson,  were  of  themselves  sufficient 
to  show  that  this  was  one  of  the  then  frequent  cases 
in  which  the  flag  of  the  United  States  had  been  frau- 
dulently assumed;  and  all  doubt  was  removed  as  to 
the  real  character  of  the  undertaking  in  which  the 
vessel  was  employed,  when,  on  further  search,  there 
were  found  on  board  of  her  slave  coppers,  two  bags 
of  shackles,  large  water  leaguers,  and  a slave  deck, 
the  latter  being  noted  as  shipped  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  500  feet  of  lumber. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  is  of 
opinion  that  the  commander  of  her  majesty’s  ship 
“Forester”  was  fully  justified  in  considering  the 
“Mary”  to  be  a Spanish  vessel,  and  consequently,  in 
taking  her  before  the  British  and  Spanish  court;  and, 
accordingly,  when  the  British  commissioners  report- 
ed to  her  majesty’s  government  that  the  judges  had 
refused  to  allow  the  “Mary”  to  be  libelled  in  that 
court,  under  the  impression  that  the  mere  fact  of  her 
having  the  American  flag  hoisted  should  have  pro- 
tected her  from  visitation  and  search  by  a British 
cruiser,  the  British  commissioners  wei-e  told  that 
there  was,  in  the  opinion  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, l-eason  to  suppose  that  the  “Mary”  was  a Span- 
ish, and  not  an  American  vessel,  and  that  the  judges 
ought,  therefore,  to  have  allowed  her  to  be  libel’- J 
in  the  British  and  Spanish  court;  for  that,  although 
British  ships  of  war  are  not  authorised  to  visit  and 
search  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  yet  if  a 
vessel,  which  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  is  in 
reality  Spanish  property,  is  captured  and  brought 
into  a port  in  which  a mixed  British  and  Spanish 
court  is  sitting,  the  commissioners  may  properly  in- 
vestigate the  case;  and,  upon  sufficient  proof  bein»- 
adduced  of  the  Spanish  character  of  the  vessel,  and 
of  her  having  been  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  the  court  may  condemn 
her,  notwithstanding  that  she  was  sailing  under 
the  American  flag,  and  had  American  papers  on 
board. 

With  respect  to  the  general  question  of  the  search 
of  vessels  under  the  American  flag  by  British  cruis- 
ers, the  undersigned  begs  to  refer  Mr.  Stevenson  to 
his  other  note  of  this  day’s  date,  relative  to  the  case 
of  the  “Susan,”  in  which  the  undersigned  has  fully, 
and  he  hopes  satisfactorily,  replied  to  the  represen- 
tations made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  on  that  subject. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  return  to  Mr.  Stevenson 
the  log  kept  by  John  Hutton,  while  acting  as  mate  on 
board  the  “Mary;”  and  avails  himself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  renew  to  Mr.  Stevenson  the  assurances  of 
his  distinguished  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

LORD  PALMERSTON  TO  MR.  STEVENSON. 

Foreign  Office,  Aug.  27,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  her  majesty’s  principal  secreta- 
ry of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
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knowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  from  Mr.  Steven- 
son, envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry from  the  United  States  at  this  court,  dated  the 
14th  August,  1840,  in  reply  to  the  note  of  the  under- 
signed dated  23d  April,  1840,  on  the  subject  of  a com- 
plaint made  by  the  American  government  against  the 
officer  in  command  of  her  majesty’s  brig  “Grecian,” 
for  having  boarded  the  American  merchant  ship 
“Susan,”  when  off  the  light  of  Cape  Frio,  in  the 
month  of  April,  1839. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state  to  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, in  reply  to  the  remarks  contained  in  his  last 
note,  that  her  majesty’s  government  do  not  pretend 
that  her  majesty’s  naval  officers  have  any  right  to 
search  American  merchantmen,  met  with  in  time  of 
peace  at  sea;  and  if  in  some  few  cases  such  mer- 
chantmen have  been  searched,  when  suspected  of 
having  been  engaged  in  slaye  trade,  this  has  been 
done  solely  because  the  British  officer  who  made  the 
search  imagined  that  he  was  acting  in  conformity  with 
the  wishes  of  the  United  States  government  in  endea- 
voring to  hand  over  to  the  United  States  tribunals 
ships  and  citizens  of  the  union  found  engaged  in  a 
flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  the  union. 

Such  things,  however,  will  not  happen  again,  be- 
cause orders  have  been  given  which  will  prevent  their 
recurrence. 

But  there  is  an  essential  and  fundamental  diffe- 
rence between  searching  a vessel  and  examining  her 
papers  to  see  whether  she  is  legally  provided  with 
documents  entitling  her  to  the  protection  of  any 
country,  and  especially  of  the  country  whose  flag  she 
may  have  hoisted  at  the  time.  For  though,  by  com- 
mon parlance,  the  word  “flag”  is  used  to  express  the 
test  of  nationality,  and  though,  according  to  that  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word,  her  majesty’s  government  ad- 
mit that  British  cruisers  are  not  entitled,  in  time  of 
peace,  to  search  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  yet  her  majesty’s  government  do  not 
mean  thereby  to  say  that  a merchantman  can  exempt 
himself  from  search  by  merely  hoisting  a piece  of 
bunting  with  the  United  States  emblems  and  colors 
upon  it;  that  which  her  majesty’s  government  mean 
is,  that  the  rights  of  the  United  States  flag  exempt  a 
vessel  from  search,  when  that  vessel  is  provided  with 
papers  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and  proving 
her  to  be  United  States  property,  and  navigated  ac- 
cording to  law. 

But  this  fact  cannot  be  ascertained  unless  an  officer 
of  the  cruiser  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascertain  this  fact 
shall  board  the  vessel,  or  unless  the  master  of  the 
merchantman  shall  bring  his  papers  on  board  the 
cruiser;  and  this  examination  of  papers  of  merchant- 
men suspected  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
even  though  they  may  hoist  a United  States  flag,  is  a 
proceeding  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Bri- 
tish cruisers  employed  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  should  continue  to  practice  and  to  which  her 
majesty’s  government  are  fully  persuaded  that  the 
United  States  government  cannot,  upon  consideration, 
object;  because  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  a 
contrary  practice? 

What  would  be  the  consequence,  if  a vessel  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade  could  protect  herself  from 
search  by  merely  hoisting  a United  States  flag?  Why, 
it  is  plain  that  in  such  case  every  slave  trading  pi- 
rate, whether  Spanish,  Portuguese,  or  Brazilian,  or 
English,  or  French,  or  of  whatever  nation  he  might 
be,  would  immediately  sail  under  colors  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  every  criminal  could  do  that,  though  he 
could  not  procure  genuine  American  papers;  and 
thus  all  the  treaties  concluded  among  the  Christain 
powers,  for  the  suppression  of  slave  trade,  would  be 
rendered  a dead  letter.  Even  the  laws  of  England 
might  be  set  at  defiance  by  her  own  subjects,  and  the 
slave  trade  would  be  invested  with  complete  impuni- 
ty. Her  majesty’s  government  are  persuaded  that 
the  United  States  government  cannot  maintain  a doc- 
trine which  would  necessarily  lead  to  such  monstrous 
consequences;  but  the  undersigned  is  bound  in  duty 
frankly  to  declare  to  Mr.  Stevenson  that  to  such  a 
doctrine  the  British  government  never  could  or  would 
subscribe.  The  cruisers  employed  by  her  majesty’s 
government  for  the  suppression  of  slave  trade  must 
ascertain,  by  inspection  of  papers,  the  nationality  of 
vessels  met  with  by  them  under  circumstances  which 
justify  a suspicion  that  such  vessels  are  engaged  in 
slave  trade,  in  order  that,  if  such  vessels  are  found 
to  belong  to  a country  which  has  conceded  to  Great 
Britain  the  mutual  right  of  search,  they  may  be 
searched  accordingly;  and  that,  if  they  be  found  to 
belong  to  a country  which,  like  the  United  States, 
has  not  conceded  that  mutual  right,  they  may  be 
allowed  to  pass  on,  free  and  unexamined,  to  con- 
summate their  intended  iniquity.  Her  majesty’s 
government  feels  convinced  that  the  United  States 
government  will  see  the  necessity  of  this  course  of 
proceeding, 

But  her  majesty’s  government  would  fain  hope  that 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  government  of  the 


United  States  will  cease  to  confound  two  things 
which  are  in  their  nature  entirely  different;  will  look 
to  things,  and  not  to  words,  and,  perceiving  the  wide 
and  entire  distinction  between  that  right  of  search 
which  has  heretofore  been  a subject  of  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  that  right  of  search 
which  almost  all  other  Christian  nations  have  mutu- 
ally given  each  other  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  will  join  the  Christian  league,  and  will  no  lon- 
ger permit  the  ships  and  subjects  of  the  union  to  be 
engaged  in  undertakings  which  the  law  of  the  union 
punishes  as  piracy. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Stevenson  the  assurances  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration.  PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  &c. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lord  Aberdeen. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  street,  Sept.  10,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  the  honor 
to  acquaint  the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  her  majesty’s  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  has 
had  the  honor  to  receive  the  two  communications  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  her 
majesty’s  late  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  under  date  of  the  27th  ultimo,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  improper  and  harassing  conduct  of  British 
cruisers  towards  the  vessels  and  flag  of  the  United 
States  in  the  African  seas.  In  communicating  the 
decision  of  her  majesty’s  government  upon  the  claims 
submitted  to  its  consideration,  it  would  have  given 
the  undersigned  great  satisfaction  to  have  represent- 
ed that  decision  as  one  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the 
individual  claimants,  and  in  accordance  with  the  just 
rights  and  interests  of  his  country.  He  had  indulged 
a confident  hope  that  the  complaints  which  had  been 
made  upon  the  subject  would  have  been  followed  not 
only  by  suitable  atonement  and  reparation,  but  by  an 
immediate  abandonment  of  the  system  of  wrong  and 
violence  to  which  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  had  been  so  long  exposed,  through  the 
misconduct  of  British  cruisers  in  the  African  seas. 

This  course  he  had  expected,  not  less  from  the 
justice  of  her  majesty’s  government  than  the  friend- 
ly relations  subsisting  between  the  two  countries. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  painful  surprise  and  regret 
that  the  undersigned  now  learns  from  Lord  Palmer- 
ston’s communications  that  these  proceedings  of  her 
majesty’s  cruisers  have  not  only  been  approved  and 
justified,  and  the  injuries  which  ensued  to  remain  un- 
redressed, but  that  a right  is  now  asserted  by  her 
majesty’s  government  over  the  vessels  and  flag  of  the 
United  States,  involving  high  questions  of  national 
honor  and  interest,  of  public  law  and  individual 
rights. 

Having  heretofore,  in  his  correspondence  with 
Lord  Palmerston,  discussed  the  merits  of  these  claims 
and  the  principles  involved  in  them,  and  presented 
the  views  and  expectations  of  his  government  upon 
the  subject,  the  undersigned  does  not  feel  it  incum- 
bent upon  him,  at  this  time,  to  open  again  the  gener- 
al discussion,  or  recapitulate  the  particular  circum- 
stances by  which  these  cases  might  justly  claim  to  be 
distinguished.  Referring  Lord  Aberdeen  to  the  pre- 
vious correspondence  which  has  taken  place,  the  un- 
dersigned will  refrain  from  the  further  discussion  of 
the  individual  cases,  and  content  himself  with  a brief 
examination  of  those  parts  of  Lord  Palmerston’s 
notes  in  which  a power  is,  for  the  first  time,  distinct- 
ly asserted  by  her  majesty’s  government  over  the 
vessels  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  peace, 
on  the  high  seas.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  precise 
nature  and  character  of  this  new  and  extraordinary 
power,  it  may  be  proper  to  quote  those  parts  of  his 
lordship’s  communication  in  which  it  is  asserted. — 
They  are  in  the  following  words: 

“The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state  to  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, in  reply  to  the  remarks  contained  in  his  last 
note,  that  her  majesty’s  government  do  not  pretend 
that  her  majesty’s  naval  officers  have  any  right  to 
search  American  merchantmen  met  with  in  time  of 
peace  at  sea;  but  there  is  an  essential  and  fundamen- 
tal difference  between  searching  a vessel  and  examin- 
ing her  papers  to  see  whether  she  is  legally  provided 
with  documents  entitling  her  to  the  protection  of  any 
country,  and  especially  of  the  country  whose  flag  she 
may  have  hoisted  at  the  time.  For  though,  by  com- 
mon parlance,  the  word  flag  is  used  to  express  the 
test  of  nationality,  and  though,  according  to  that  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word,  her  majesty’s  government  ad- 
mit that  British  cruisers  are  not  entitled,  in  time  of 
peace,  to  search  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  yet  her  majesty’s  government  do  not 
mean  thereby  to  say  that  a merchantman  can  exempt 
herself  from  search  by  merely  hoisting  a piece  of 
bunting  with  the  United  States  emblems  and  colors 
upon  it;  that  which  her  majesty’s  government  mean 
is,  that  the  rights  of  the  United  States  flag  exempt  a 


vessel  from  search  when  that  vessel  is  provided  with 
papers  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and  proving 
her  to  be  United  States  property,  and  navigated  ac- 
cording to  law.”  And  again:  “The cruisers  employ- 
ed by  her  majesty’s  government  for  the  suppression 
of  slave  trade  must  ascertain,  by  inspection  of  the 
papers,  the  nationality  of  vessels  met  with  by  them 
under  circumstances  which  justify  a suspicion  that 
such  vessels  are  engaged  in  slave  trade,  in  order  that, 
if  such  vessels  are  found  to  belong  to  a country  which 
has  conceded  to  Great  Britain  the  mutual  right  of 
search,  they  may  be  searched  accordingly;  and  that, 
if  they  be  found  to  belong  to  a country  w hich,  like 
the  United  States,  has  not  conceded  that  mutual  right, 
they  may  be  allowed  to  pass  on,  free  and  unexamin- 
ed, to  consummate  their  intended  iniquity.” 

Here  is  a direct  assertion  of  a right,  on  the  part  of 
British  cruisers,  to  board  and  detain  all  vessels  sailing 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  whether  Ameri- 
can or  not,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  by  an  ex- 
amination of  their  papers,  their  national  character, 
and  deciding  whether  they  are  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  flag  of  the  country  under  which  they  sail. 
Now,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  attempt  which 
his  lordship  makes  to  distinguish  between  the  right 
of  search  (a  right,  however,  which  he  disclaims)  and 
that  which  he  asserts,  is  wholly  fictitious.  They  are 
essentially  the  same,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  pre- 
sent discussion.  Indeed,  the  right  to  board,  detain, 
and  decide  upon  the  national  character  of  vessels  na- 
vigating the  ocean  in  time  of  peace,  may  justly  be  re- 
garded as  more  odious  and'insulting,  and  giving  place 
to  wider  and  more  important  injuries,  than  the  right 
of  search,  which  is  purely  a belligerent  right,  and 
cannot  be  enforced  in  time  of  peace.  But  if  the  dis- 
tinction was  admitted  to  be  a sound  one,  yet  nothing 
would  be  gained  in  support  of  the  right  which  Lord 
Palmerston  claims  for  her  majesty’s  government. — 
The  inquiry  must  still  arise,  whether  a power  even 
of  visitation  or  detention  can  be  rightfully  and  lawfully 
exercised  by  one  nation  over  the  ships  of  another,  in 
time  of  peace,  upon  the  high  seas.  That  it  cannot, 
the  undersigned  will  now  proceed  briefly  to  show'. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  principles  of  public  law  and 
the  usage  of  nations.  By  these  it  is  expressly  declar- 
ed that  the  vessels  of  all  nations,  in  time  of  peace, 
navigating  the  ocean,  shall  be  exempt  froin  every 
species  and  purpose  of  interruption  and  detention,  un- 
less engaged  in  some  traffic  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  or  expressly  provided  for  by  treaty  or  com- 
pact. Now,  although  piracy  is  admitted  to  be  an  of- 
fence against  the  public  law,  and  therefore  punisha- 
ble in  every  country,  and  by  every  nation,  no  matter 
where  committed,  it  must  yet  be  borne  in  mind  that 
all  piracies  are  not  offences  against  the  law  of  na- 
tions. Piracy,  therefore,  by  international  law,  and 
that  which  may  be  made  so  by  the  municipal  law  of 
particular  states,  are  essentially  of  a different  cha- 
racter, and  to  be  treated  accordingly.  Hence  it  is 
that  offences  declared  to  be  piracy  by  the  municipal 
laws  of  any  state  can  only  be  tried  and  punished  by 
the  country  within  whose  jurisdiction,  or  on  board  of 
whose  ships  on  the  ocean,  the  offence  may  have  been 
committed.  Now,  slave  trade  is  not  cognizable  un- 
der the  law  of  nations.  Although  prohibited  by 
most  nations,  and  declared  to  be  piracy  by  their  laws, 
and  especially  by  the  statutes  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  it  is  yet  not  an  offence  against  the 
public  law,  and  its  interdiction  cannot  be  enforced  by 
the  ordinary  right  of  visitation,  detention,  or  search, 
in  the  manner  that  it  might  be  if  it  was  piracy  by  the 
law  of  nations.  That  this  is  the  acknowledged  doc- 
trine of  international  law  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be 
doubted.  It  is  so  expressly  declared  by  all  writers 
upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  has  been  acknowledged 
by  the  British  government,  through  its  highest  judi- 
cial tribunals.  Pier  annals  are  full  of  instruction  on 
the  subject.  The  following  is  the  language  held  by 
one  of  her  most  distinguished  jurists: 

“We  are  disposed  to  go  as  far  in  discountenancing 
this  odious  traffic  as  the  law  of  nations  and  the  prin- 
ciples recognised  by  English  tribunals  will  allow  us 
in  doing;  but  beyond  these  principles  we  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  travel.  Formal  declarations  have  been 
made  and  laws  enacted  in  reprobation  of  this  prac- 
tice, and  plans,  ably  and  zealously  conducted,  have 
been  taken  to  induce  other  countries  to  follow  our 
example,  but  at  present  with  insufficient  effect;  for 
there  are  nations  which  adhere  to  the  practice,  un- 
der all  the  encouragement  which  their  own  laws 
give.  What  is,  then,  the  doctrine  of  our  own  courts, 
of  the  laws  of  nations?  Why,  that  this  practice  is 
to  be  respected;  the  slaves,  if  taken,  to  be  restored 
to  their  owners;  and,  if  not  taken  under  innocent 
mistake,  to  be  restored  with  costs  and  damages.” 
Again:  “It  would  be,  indeed,  a most  extravagant  as- 
sumption, in  any  court  of  the  law  of  nations,  to  pro- 
nounce that  this  practice,  the  tolerated,  the  approv- 
ed, the  encouraged  object  of  law,  ever  since  man 
became  subject  to  law,  was  legally  criminal.” 
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Does  her  majesty’s  government  now  mean  to  con- 
tend that  the  slave  trade  is  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations?  On  the  contrary,  is  not  the  trade  lawful  to 
all  governments  who  have  not  forbidden  it,  and,  con- 
sequently, no  right  given  to  any  one  nation  over  the 
slave  ships  of  another  in  time  of  peace,  independent 
of  express  treaty  stipulations  by  which  the  extent  of 
the  power  to  be  exercised  must  be  regulated?  The 
right,  then,  which  Lord  Palmerston  asserts,  derives 
no  support  from  the  principles  of  the  public  law, 
but  is  left  to  stand  upon  the  grounds  of  expediency 
and  necessity,  as  the  means  of  executing  the  existing 
treaties  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
without  which  his  lordship  asserts  they  would  be- 
come a dead  letter.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  the 
undersigned  has  no  means  of  judging,  and  deems  it, 
therefore,  unnecessary  either  to  admit  or  deny  it. 

The  question  is  not  whether  the  power  asserted 
might  be  necessary  or  expedient,  but  whether  any 
such  power  exists.  It  is  incumbent  then  upon  her 
majesty’s  government  to  show  upon  what  principles 
of  justice  and  right  it  claims  the  power  of  deciding 
upon  the  right  of  an  independent  nation  to  navigate 
the  ocean  in  time  of  peace;  and  this,  too,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  treaties  to  which  such  nation 
is  not  a party,  and  consequently  not  bound.  The 
signal  error  of  Lord  Palmerston  is  in  assuming  the 
necessity  and  expediency  of  the  power  as  proof  of  its 
existence.  Was  such  a power  ever  before  asserted 
in  the  manner  or  to  the  extent  which  is  now  done? 
On  the  contrary,  has  not  the  right  of  visitation  and 
search  been  always  regarded  as  exclusively  one  of  a 
belligerent  character?  In  proof  of  this,  the  under- 
signed need  only  refer  Lord  Aberdeen  to  the  authori- 
ty of  Great  Britain  herself  on  the  subject: 

“I  can  find  no  authority”  (says  the  late  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott)  “that  gives  the  right  of  interruption  to 
the  navigation  of  states  upon  the  high  seas,  except 
that  which  the  right  of  war  gives  to  belligerents 
against  neutrals.  No  nation  can  exercise  a right  of 
visitation  and  search  upon  the  common  and  unappro- 
priated parts  of  the  ocean,  except  upon  the  bellige- 
rent claim.”  And  again:  “No  nation  has  the  right 
to  force  their  way  for  the  liberation  of  Africa,  by 
trampling  upon  the  independence  of  other  states  on 
the  pretence  of  an  eminent  good  by  means  that  are 
unlawful,  or  to  press  forward  to  a great  principle  by 
breaking  through  other  great  principles  which  stand 
in  their  way.” 

Now,  of  all  the  principles  ever  attempted  to  be 
established  in  the  past  history  of  the  dominion  of  the 
sea,  few  probably  could  be  selected  of  more  offen- 
sive and  objectionable  character  than  those  asserted 
in  Lord  Palmerston’s  note.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  his  lordship  or  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment could  seriously  expect  that  any  independent 
nation  could  for  a moment  acquiesce  in  doctrines  in- 
volving the  extravagant  supposition  of  yielding  to 
another  the  right  of  determining  upon  the  terms  and 
conditions  upon  which  it  should  navigate  the  ocean 
in  a time  of  general  and  profound  peace.  Such  a 
power  once  submitted  to.  and  there  would  be  no 
species  of  national  degradation  to  which  it  might  not 
lead.  That  such  would  be  the  consequence,  the  un- 
dersigned feels  himself  at  liberty  to  suppose.  But  if 
it  were  admitted,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration,  that 
such  a right  was  even  doubtful,  still  the  U.  States, 
as  well  as  other  commercial  nations,  would  be  bound 
to  demand  its  discontinuance,  if  attempted  to  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  manner  indicated  in  Lord  Palmerston’s 
note.  Under  what  restrictions  and  limitations  could 
such  a power  be  enforced?  What  competent  tribu- 
nal would  there  be  to  determine  upon  the  decree  of 
suspicion  which  is  to  justify  the  boarding  and  deten- 
tion, and  the  right  of  determining  the  national  char- 
acter of  all  vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  U.  States? 
Would  it  not  make  every  subordinate  commander  of 
a British  cruiser  the  exclusive  judge,  and  not  only 
lead  to  angry  and  exciting  irritations  upon  the  ocean, 
but  to  painful  discussions  between  the  two  govern- 
ments? What  security  would  American  merchant- 
men have  against  decisions  made  without  evidence, 
or  where  all  the  rules  of  evidence  might  be  violated 
with  impunity?  Would  it  not,  from  its  very  nature, 
be  a power  the  exercise  of  which,  in  whatever 
form  it  might  be  guarded,  could  admit  of  no  just 
limitation?  The  answer  to  these  questions  will  best 
show  how  inconsistent  with  the  peace  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  rights  of  other  states  the  exercise  of 
any  such  power  would  be  attended.  But  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  press  this  view  of  the  subject  further 
upon  Lord  Aberdeen’s  attention.  The  objection  is 
one  of  principle,  and  not  of  expediency,  and  is,  there- 
fore, wholly  incapable  of  being  overcome  by  the 
manner  or  discretion  with  which  the  power  might 
be  exercised,  or  the  limitations  thrown  around  it. 
However  softened  in  terms,  or  restricted,  it  must 
still  be  regarded  as  imposing  restrictions  upon  the 
lawful  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  and  an  innova- 
tion upon  the  liberty  of  the  seas;  a power  which  no 


independent  state  could  ever  submit  to  without  sur- 
rendering its  independence  and  sovereignty,  and  dis- 
regarding the  high  obligations  of  duty  which  it  owes 
to  itself  and  the  other  nations  of  the  world.  Nor  is 
there  any  force  in  the  view  alleged  by  Lord  Palmer- 
ston, and  upon  which  great  reliance  is  placed,  that 
the  flag  of  the  union  is  grossly  abused  by  other  na- 
tions, as  a cover  to  their  slave  traffick.  To  what  ex- 
tent the  fla^of  the  United  States  may  have  been 
used  for  this  purpose,  the  undersigned  and  his  go- 
vernment have  no  means  of  judging.  That  it  has 
been  grossly  abused,  however,  there  is  too  much  rea- 
son to  believe  and  deplore;  but,  whatever  this  abuse 
may  have  been,  it  can  have  no  just  influence  either 
to  strengthen  or  weaken  the  right  asserted  by  her 
majesty’s  government. 

In  relation  to  the  conduct  of  other  nations,  who 
seek  to  cover  their  infamous  traffic  by  the  fraudulent 
use  of  the  American  flag,  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  cannot  be  responsible.  It  has  taken  the  steps 
which  it  deemed  best  to  protect  its  flag  as  well  as  its 
character  from  abuse,  and  will  follow  it  up  by  such 
other  measures  as  may  appear  to  be  called  for. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  are  not  in- 
sensible to  the  force  of  the  considerations  which  be- 
long to  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade,  nor 
have  they  failed  to  manifest  their  sensibility  to  what- 
ever concerns  its  abolition.  Nothing  is  further  from 
the  wish  of  the  American  government  than  a desire 
to  increase  the  difficulties  or  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  execution  of  the  existing  treaties  for  its 
final  extinction.  This  the  undersigned  has  upon 
more  than  one  occasion  had  the  honor  of  assuring  her 
majesty’s  government,  and  takes  leave  now  to  repeat 
to  Lord  Aberdeen.  Anxious,  however,  as  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  are  to  promote  the 
views  of  her  majesty’s  government  on  this  subject, 
it  cannot  consent  to  do  so  by  sacrificing  the  rights  of 
its  citizens  or  the  honor  of  its  flag. 

Her  majesty’s  government  cannot  be  insensible  of 
the  importance  and  value  of  guarding  the  rights  of 
neutrality  from  every  species  of  violation.  This  duty 
belongs  especially  to  great  and  powerful  nations, 
such  as  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  not 
only  as  the  best  means  of  preserving  peace,  but  giv- 
ing security  to  weaker  communities,  under  the  sha- 
dow of  impartial  justice.  Among  neutral  nations 
there  is  probably  not  one  more  deeply  interested 
than  the  United  States.  Their  attitude  is  that  of  a 
neutral  and  peaceful  power.  The  consistent  and 
persevering  policy  of  their  government  has  been  dis- 
played in  defence  of  the  rights  of  neutrality  and  the 
liberty  of  the  seas.  Desirous  to  manifest  cordial 
good  will  to  all  nations,  and  maintain  with  each  not 
only  relations  of  the  most  perfect  amity,  but  those  of 
a commercial  character,  upon  the  basis  of  a fair, 
equal,  and  just  reciprocity,  the  United  States  will 
continue  to  give  to  their  system  of  policy  a sincere 
and  steady  adherence.  Upon  this  basis  the  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  all  other  nations,  can  alone  be  expected  to  con- 
tinue. The  undersigned,  therefore,  is  happy  to  see 
in  these  relations,  as  well  as  the  justice  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  and  the  firmness  of  his  own,  the 
best  reason  to  expect  not  only  an  abandonment  of 
the  power  which  is  now  asserted,  with  the  whole 
system  of  vexatious  interruption  and  serveillance  to 
which  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the  U.  States 
have  been  subjected,  but  the  future  relations  of  the 
two  countries  placed  upon  the  solid  foundation  of 
mutual  interest  and  comity,  and  a more  enlarged  and 
liberal  policy. 

These  are  the  views  which  the  undersigned  has 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  Lord  Aberdeen’s  con- 
sideration, upon  the  doctrines  contained  in  Lord  Pal- 
merston’s note,  of  a character  so  new  and  alarming 
to  national  sovereignty  and  sensibility,  and  the  friend- 
ly relations  of  the  two  countries.  He  has  presented 
them  with  the  frankness  and  earnestness  which  their 
importance  merited,  and  with  the  high  respect  due 
to  her  majesty’s  government.  He  has,  therefore,  no 
other  duty  now  to  perform  than  to  transmit  copies 
of  Lord  Palmerston’s  communication  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  to  protest,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
against  their  doctrines,  as  alike  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  public  law,  with  the  rights  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  United  Siates,  and  with  that  sense  of 
justice  and  right  which  belong  to  the  British  nation. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Aberdeen  to  accept 
assurances  of  his  high  consideration  and  respect. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

To  the  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

LORD  ABERDEEN  TO  MR.  STEVENSON. 

Foreign  office,  October  13,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  her  majesty’s  principal  secreta- 
ry of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  U.  States  of 
America,  dated  on  the  10th  of  September,  in  con- 


tinuation of  a correspondence  with  the  predecessor 
of  the  undersigned  in  this  office,  and  relating  to  the 
visitation  of  vessels  bearing  the  American  flag  and 
suspected  of  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave 
trade. 

If  the  undersigned  feels  it  necessary  to  offer  some 
remarks  upon  the  note  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  he  is  de- 
sirous of  doing  so  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to 
ensure  a candid  and  impartial  consideration;  for  he 
would  deeply  regret  that  any  harshness  or  asperity 
of  expression  should  aggravate  the  difficulties  of  a 
subject  which  is,  at  all  times,  but  too  liable  to  pro- 
duce excitement  and  irritation.  The  undersigned  is 
aware  of  the  susceptibility  of  national  feeling  in  all 
that  affects  national  honor,  and  he  requests  Mr.  Ste- 
venson to  believe  that  it  is  with  the  most  unfeigned 
respect  for  the  rights,  honor  and  independence  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  now  proceeds  to  address  him. 

The  undersigned  will  forbear  from  entering  into 
any  particulars  of  the  visitation  of  the  vessels  which 
has  formed  the  principal  matter  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
complaint  to  her  majesty’s  government,  and  which 
has  been  fully  discussed  in  his  correspondence  with 
the  predecessor  of  the  undersigned. 

That  proceeding  may  have  been  justifiable  or 
otherwise,  and  the  undersigned  will  be  prepared,  if 
necessary,  to  enter  with  Mr.  Stevenson  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  question;  but  his  present  object  is  that  of 
a more  general  nature.  He  is  desirous  of  placing 
very  briefly  before  Mr.  Stevenson  the  consequences 
of  those  principles  which  he  has  laid  down,  and  to 
appeal  to  his  candor — the  undersigned  had  almost 
said  to  the  dictates  of  plain  sense — in  order  to  re- 
ject such  a conclusion  as  that  which  must  necessari- 
ly flow  from  the  argument  contained  in  Mr.  Steven- 
son’s note. 

Mr.  Stevenson  claims  for  the  American  flag  an 
absolute  exemption  from  all  interference,  and  utterly 
denies  the  right  of  the  British  government,  under 
any  circumstances  whatever,  to  visit  in  time  of  peace, 
merchant  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Stevenson  quotes  the  opinion  delivered  by 
Lord  Stowell  upon  this  subject,  who  declares  that,  in 
order  to  extirpate  this  odious  traffic,  it  would  not  be 
lawful  to  capture  vessels,  even  if  they  had  slaves  on 
board;  and,  also,  that  for  the  same  purpose,  however 
laudable,  no  right  of  search  could  be  admitted  to 
exist. 

Now  the  undersigned  is  the  last  person  who  would 
presume  to  question  the  authority  of  the  distinguish- 
ed jurist  to  whom  Mr.  Stevenson  has  referred.  But 
Mr.  Stevenson  will  recollect  that  the  judgment  of 
Lord  Stowell  was  delivered  in  the  case  of  a French 
vessel  which  had  actually  been  ooptured,  and  woo 
condemned  by  a British  tribunal.  The  sentence  was 
reversed  by  Lord  Stowell  in  the  year  1817.  At  that 
period,  Great  Britain  had  no  reason  to  presume  that 
the  slave  trade  was  regarded  as  criminal  by  the 
whole  civilized  world,  or  that  all  nations  had  united 
their  efforts  for  its  suppression.  And,  even  if  such 
had  been  the  case,  it  would  have  been  very  far  from 
affording  any  justification  of  the  sentence  reversed. 
But  the  undersigned  must  observe  that  the  present 
happy  concurrence  of  the  states  of  Christendom  in 
this  great  object  not  merely  justifies,  but  renders  in- 
dispensable, the  right  now  claimed  and  exercised  by 
the  British  government.  The  undersigned  readily 
admits  that  to  visit  and  search  American  vessels  in 
time  of  peace,  when  that  right  of  search  is  not  grant- 
ed by  treaty,  would  be  an  infraction  of  public  law 
and  a violation  of  national  dignity  and  independence. 
But  no  such  right  is  asserted. 

We  sincerely  desire  to  respect  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  but  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  know  what 
it  really  is  that  we  respect.  Doubtless  the  flag  is 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel; 
and  if  this  evidence  were,  in  its  nature,  conclusive 
and  irrefragable,  it  ought  to  preclude  all  further  in- 
quiry. But  it  is  sufficiently  notorious  that  the  flags 
of  all  nations  are  liable  to  be  assumed  by  those  who 
have  no  right  or  title  to  bear  them. 

Mr.  Stevenson  himself  fully  admits  the  extent  to 
which  the  American  flag  has  been  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  this  infamous  traffic. 

The  undersigned  joins  with  Mr.  Stevenson  in 
deeply  lamenting  the  evil,  and  he  agrees  with  him  in 
thinking  that  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered responsible  for  this  abuse  of  their  flag.  But 
if  all  inquiry  be  resisted,  even  when  carried  no  fur- 
ther than  to  ascertain  the  nationality  of  the  vessel, 
and  impunity  be  claimed  for  the  most  lawless  and 
desperate  of  mankind  in  the  commission  of  this  fraud, 
the  undersigned  greatly  fears  that  it  may  be  regard- 
ed as  something  like  an  assumption  of  that  respon- 
sibility which  has  been  deprecated  by  Mr.  Steven- 
son. 

While  Mr.  Stevenson  deplores  the  prevalence  of 
this  abuse,  and  the  nefarious  character  of  the  trade, 
can  he  be  satisfied  that  no  remedy  should  be  applied 
or  attempted? 
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The  undersigned  hopes  and  believes  that  the  num- 
ber of  bona  fide  American  vessels  engaged  in  the 
trade  is  very  small,  and  thus  the  danger  of  interfe- 
rence with  such  vessels  by  British  cruizers  must  be 
of  rare  occurrence. 

Mr.  Stevenson  will  admit  that  his  objection  to 
this  interference  would,  under  any  circumstances, 
tend  in  its  consequences  to  the  protection  of  an  abo- 
minable traffic,  stigmatized  by  the  whole  Christian 
world;  but  the  confession  of  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the 
trade  is  extensively  carried  on  under  the  fraudulent 
use  of  the  American  flag,  does  in  truth  justify  the 
whole  claim  put  forward  by  the  British  government. 

It  constitutes  that  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion 
which  the  law  of  nations  requires  in  such  a case. 
The  admitted  fact  of  this  abuse  creates  the  right  of 
inquiry. 

The  undersigned  renounces  all  pretension  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government  to  visit  and  search 
American  vessels  in  time  of  peace.  Nor  is  it  as 
American  that  such  vessels  are  ever  visited.  But  it 
has  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the  British  navy, 
and,  as  the  undersigned  believes,  of  all  navies  in  the 
world,  to  ascertain  by  visit  the  real  nationality  of 
merchant  vessels  met  with  on  the  high  seas,  if  there 
be  good  reason  to  apprehend  their  illegal  character. 

In  certain  latitudes,  and  for  a particular  object,  the 
vessels  referred  to  are  visited,  not  as  American,  but 
either  as  British  vessels  engaged  in  an  unlawful  traf- 
fic, and  carrying  the  flag  of  the  United  States  for  a 
criminal  purpose,  or  as  belonging  to  states  which 
have  by  treaty  conceded  to  Great  Britain  the  right 
of  search,  and  which  right  it  is  attempted  to  defeat 
by  fraudulently  bearing  the  protecting  flag  of  the 
union;  or,  finally,  they  are  visited  as  piratical  out- 
laws, possessing  no  claim  to  any  flag  or  nationality 
whatever. 

Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  maintained  by  Mr.  Ste- 
venson that  Great  Britain  should  be  bound  to  permit 
her  own  subjects,  with  British  vessels  and  British 
capital,  to  carry  on  before  the  eyes  of  British  officers 
this  detestable  traffic  in  human  beings,  which  the  law 
has  declared  to  be  piracy,  merely  because  they  had 
the  audacity  to  commit  an  additional  offence  by  fraudu- 
lently usurping  the  American  flag. 

Neither  could  Mr.  Stevenson,  with  more  reason, 
affirm  that  the  subjects  of  states  which  have  granted 
to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  search  should  be  ena- 
bled to  violate  the  obligation  of  their  treaties,  by  dis- 
playing the  flag  of  the  union,-  contrary  to  the  will 
and  in  defiance  of  the  American  government  itself. 

Still  less  would  Mr.  Stevenson  pretend  to  claim 
immunity  for  piratical  adventurers  who  should  en- 
deavor to  shelter  their  lawless  proceedings  under  the 
ensign  of  the  United  States. 

But  unless  Mr.  Stevenson  be  prepared  to  maintain 
these  propositions,  the  whole  fabric  of  his  argument 
falls  to  the  ground;  for  the  undersigned  admits,  that 
if  the  British  cruizer  should  possess  a knowledge  of 
the  American  character  of  any  vessel,  his  visitation 
of  such  vessel  would  be  entirely  unjustifiable. 

He  further  admits  that  so  much  respect  and  honor 
are  due  to  the  American  flag,  that  no  vessel  bearing 
it  ought  to  be  visited  by  a British  cruizer  except  un- 
der the  most  grave  suspicions  and  well  founded  doubts 
of  the  genuineness  of  its  character. 

The  undersigned,  although  with  pain,  must  add, 
that  if  such  visit  should  lead  to  the  proof  of  the 
American  origin  of  the  vessel,  and  that  she  was 
avowedly  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  exhibiting  to 
view  the  manacles,  fetters  and  other  usual  imple- 
ments of  torture,  or  had  even  a number  of  these  un- 
fortunate beings  on  board,  no  British  officer  could  in- 
terfere further. 

He  might  give  information  to  the  cruizers  of  the 
United  States,  but  it  would  not  be  in  his  own  power 
to  arrest  or  impede  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage 
and  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  utmost  caution  is 
necessary  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  claimed  by 
Great  Britain.  While  we  have  recourse  to  the  ne- 
cessary, and  indeed  the  only  means  for  detecting  im- 
posture, the  practice  will  be  carefully  guarded,  and 
limited  to  cases  of  strong  suspicion.  The  undersign- 
ed begs  to  assure  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  most  pre- 
cise and  positive  instructions  haye  been  issued  to  her 
majesty’s  officers  on  this  subject. 

The  United  States  have  stigmatized  this  abomina- 
ble trade  in  terms  of  abhorrence  as  strong  as  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  They  are  also  actively  engaged 
in  its  suppression.  But  if,  instead  of  joining  their 
efforts  to  those  of  Great  Britain,  and  laboring  with 
her  for  the  attainment  of  this  great  blessing  to  huma- 
nity, the  United  States  had  wished  to  follow  a differ- 
ent course,  the  reasoning  employed  in  Mr  Steven- 
son’s note  is  precisely  such  as  would  be  resorted  to 
for  its  defence  and  justification. 

The  undersigned,  with  his  conviction  of  the  perfect 
good  faith  and  sincerity  of  the  government  of  the  U. 
States,  would  almost  fear  to  offend  Mr.  Stevenson 


even  by  disclaiming  any  such  suspicion;  but  he  be- 
lieves Mr.  Stevenson  will  agree  with  him  in  lament- 
ing that  the  effects  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
should  have  any  tendency  to  create  a different  im- 
pression in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  disposed  to 
think  less  favorably  and  less  justly  upon  the  subject. 

Great  Britain  makes  no  pretension,  claims  no  right, 
which  she  is  not  ready  and  desirous  to  concede  to  the 
United  States.  ® 

A mutual  right  of  search,  regulated  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  irritating  cir- 
cumstances, has  always  appeared  to  the  undersigned 
to  be  the  most  reasonable,  the  most  simple,  and  most 
effectual  method  of  attaining  the  great  object  which 
both  governments  have  in  view. 

But  this  proposal  has  already  been  rejected  by  the 
United  States,  and  the  undersigned  is  not  instructed 
again  to  offer  it  for  consideration. 

It  is  for  the  American  government  alone  to  deter- 
mine what  may  be  due  to  a just  regard  for  their  na- 
tional dignity  and  national  interests;  but  the  undersign- 
ed must  be  permitted  to  express  his  conviction,  that 
rights  which  have  been  mutually  conceded  to  each 
by  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  can 
scarcely  be  incompatible  with  the  honor  and  inde- 
pendence of  any  state  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
request  of  Mr.  Stevenson  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
his  distinguished  consideration.  ABERDEEN. 

A.  Stevenson,  esq.  &c. 

MR.  STEVENSON  TO  LORD  ABERDEEN. 

32,  Upper  Grosvernor  street,  Oct.  21,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  which  Lord.  Aberdeen,  her  majesty’s  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  did  him  the  ho- 
nor to  address  to  him,  under  date  of  the  13th  instant, 
in  answer  to  the  one  from  the  undersigned  of  the  10th 
of  September,  relative  to  the  visitation  and  interrup- 
tion to  which  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  been  subjected  by  British  cruisers  in 
the  African  seas,  and  which  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint  to  her  majesty’s  government;  and, 
having  considered  with  the  attention  which  their  im- 
portance merits  the  arguments  presented  by  Lord 
Aberdeen’s  note,  the  undersigned  has  now  the  honor 
to  submit  to  his  lordship’s  consideration  the  observa- 
tions which  he  feels  himself  called  upon  to  make. 

Before  proceeding  to  do  so,  however,  the  under- 
signed will  take  occasion  to  remark  that  he  shares 
fully  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  Lord  Aberdeen  as 
to  the  importance  of  avoiding,  in  the  discussion  of 
grave  questions  of  national  character,  every  thing 
calculated  to  embarrass  or  throw  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  impartial  and  dispassionate  consideration. — 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  with  great  sincerity,  as- 
sures Lord  Aberdeen  of  the  readiness  and  zeal  with 
which  he  is  disposed  to  conduct  the  negotiations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  on  his  part,  in  a manner  the 
most  conciliatory  and  best  calculated  to  preserve 
peace;  and  that  he  should  equally  deplore  with  Lord 
Aberdeen  that  any  harshness  or  asperity  of  expres- 
sion should  be  suffered  to  mingle  in  the  discussion  of 
a question  involving  national  sensibility  of  feeling, 
and  so  liable,  as  his  lordship  justly  supposes,  to  pro- 
duce excitement  and  irritation.  He  begs  Lord  Aber- 
deen, therefore,  to  believe  that  it  is  under  the  influ- 
ence of  such  feelings,  and  with  the  most  perfect  re- 
spect both  for  himself  and  for  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, that  he  now  proceeds  to  reply  to  those  parts 
of  his  lordship’s  note  which  he  deems  it  his  duty  to 
notice. 

To  enable  him  to  do  this,  it  may  be  important  to 
ascertain  what  is  the  real  question  at  issue  between 
the  two  governments,  and  the  precise  nature  of  the 
power  asserted  by  her  majesty’s  government  over  the 
vessels  and  commerce  of  the  United  States.  It  may 
be  thus  briefly  stated: 

The  government  of  Great  Britain,  with  that  of 
other  nations,  regarding  the  African  slave  trade  as  a 
great  evil,  united  in  measures  for  its  abolition.  For 
that  purpose,  laws  were  passed  and  treaties  conclud- 
ed giving  to  the  vessels  of  each  of  the  contracting 
parties  the  mutual  right  of  search,  under  certain  li- 
mitations. Independent  of  these  treaties,  and  under 
the  principles  of  public  law,  this  right  of  search  could 
not  be  exercised.  The  United  States  were  invited 
to  become  a party  to  these  treaties;  but,  for  reasons 
which  they  deemed  satisfactory,  and  growing  out  of 
the  pecutiar  character  of  their  institutions  and  sys- 
tems of  government,  they  declined  doing  so.  They 
deemed  it  inexpedient,  under  any  modification  or  in 
any  form,  to  yield  the  right  of  having  their  vessels 
searched  or  interfered  with,  in  time  of  peace,  upon 
the  high  seas.  With  the  history  of  the  negotiations 
which  took  place  on  this  subject,  between  the  two 
governments,  Lord  Aberdeen  is  doubtless  informed. 
In  the  mean  time  some  of  the  powers  who  were  par- 


ties to  these  treaties,  and  others  'who  refused  to  be- 
come so,  continued  to  prosecute  their  slave  traffic; 
and,  to  enable  them  to  do  so  with  more  effect,  they 
resorted  to  the  use  of  the  flags  of  other  nations;  but 
more  particularly  that  of  the  United  States.  To  pre- 
vent this,  and  enforce  her  trealies,  Great  Britain 
deemed  it  important  that  her  cruisers  in  the  African 
seas  should  have  the  right  of  detaining  and  examin- 
ing all  vessels  navigating  those  seas,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  their  national  character.  Against 
this  practice  the  government  of  the  United  States 
protested,  and  the  numerous  cases  out  of  which  the 
present  discussion  has  arisen,  became  subjects  of 
complaint  and  negotiation  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. Her  majesty’s  government,  however,  having 
refused  to  make  reparation  in  any  of  the  cases,  and 
still  asserting  the  right  of  her  cruisers  to  continue  the 
practice  of  detaining  and  examining  all  vessels  on 
the  coasts  and  in  the  African  seas,  it  becomes  impor- 
tant that  the  precise  character  and  extent  of  the  right 
thus  claimed  should  be  clearly  ascertained.  In  the 
last  note  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing to  Lord  Aberdeen,  he  attempted  to  show,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  right  asserted  by  her  majesty’s 
government,  in  Lord  Palmerston’s  note  of  the  27th  of 
August,  was  substantially  a right  of  search;  and  in  the 
next  place,  that,  if  it  was  not,  still  the  right  of  inter- 
ference in  the  manner  asserted  with  the  vessels  or 
flags  of  other  nations,  not  parties  to  these  treaties, 
was  not  less  unlawful  and  unjustifiable. 

Now,  Lord  Aberdeen  disclaims  the  right  of  search- 
ing American  vessels  upon  the  high  seas,  and  admits 
that  to  do  so  would  be  a gross  infraction  of  the  pub- 
lic law,  and  a violation  of  national  sovereignty  and 
independence.  But  his  lordship  contends  that,  in  re- 
quiring vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  to  submit  to  the  operation  of  examination,  in 
the  manner  and  for  the  objects  proposed  by  his  go- 
vernment, there  would  be  no  violation  of  national 
rights  or  honor,  and,  consequently,  nothing  to  which 
the  government  of  the  United  States  ought  rightfully 
to  object.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  the  un- 
dersigned does  not  intend  to  repeat  the  arguments 
contained  in  his  previous  correspondence  with  her 
majesty’s  late  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs.  Referring  Lord  Aberdeen  to  that  correspon- 
dence, he  will  content  himself  with  submitting  such 
additional  observations  as  his  lordship’s  last  note  has 
rendered  necessary. 

Is  the  right,  then,  claimed  by  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment less  an  infraction  of  the  principles  of  public  law 
and  the  rights  of  independent  states  than  that  of 
search,  which  is  disclaimed? 

Now,  Lord  Aberdeen  will  remark,  that  the  right 
asserted  by  his  predecessor  for  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment is  clear  and  explicit.  It  is  thus  stated  in  Lord 
Palmerston’s  note:  “That  her  majesty’s  government 
have  decided  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall 
exempt  no  vessel  (whether  American  or  not)  from 
search  by  her  majesty’s  cruisers  in  the  African  seas, 
unless  such  vessel  shall  be  found  provided  with  pa- 
pers entitling  her  to  the  protection  of  the  flag  she 
wears,  and  proving  her  to  be  United  States’  proper- 
ty, and  navigating  the  ocean  according  to  law?”  Of 
what  law,  however,  whether  public  or  municipal, 
his  lordship  does  not  state,  but  leaves  to  be  inferred. 
This  doctrine  Lord  Aberdeen  is  understood  to  aflirm. 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  here  is  an  actual  denial  of 
the  right  of  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  navigate 
the  ocean  in  time  of  peace,  without  being  subjected 
to  detention  and  examination,  and  without  proof  of 
their  being  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  documented  according  to  law.  It  consti- 
tutes the  commandant  of  every  British  cruiser  the 
exclusive  judge  to  decide  whether  such  vessels,  in 
the  language  of  his  lordship,  be  “properly  provided 
with  papers  entitling  them  to  the  protection  of  the  flag 
they  icear,  and  proving  them  to  be  United  States  property, 
and  navigating  the  ocean  according  to  law.”  What  es- 
sential difference,  then,  is  there  between  the  right  of 
search,  in  its  harshest  form,  and  that  of  arresting 
the  vessels  of  an  independent  nation  on  their  voyage, 
compelling  their  officers  to  leave  their  vessels,  and 
subjecting  them  and  their  papers  to  the  examination 
and  decision  of  every  subordinate  naval  commander? 
Is  it  not  the  right  of  placing  British  cruisers  on  any 
part  of  the  ocean  that  her  majesty’s  government  may 
select,  and  prescribing  the  terms  upon  which  other 
nations  are  to  participate  in  the  freedom  of  the  seas? 
Is  it  not,  in  effect,  a claim  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
whole  of  the  African  coasts  and  seas,  as  exclusive 
as  that  which  could  only  be  enjoyed  within  tne  ac- 
knowledged limits  of  local  sovereignty?  To  these 
questions  but  one  answer  can  be  given.  It  must  be 
in  the  affirmative.  But  to  what  consequences  would 
not  such  a power  lead,  if  once  submitted  to?  Where 
would  it  end?  If  Great  Britain  can  exercise  such 
power,  why  may  not  other  nations  do  the  same?  What 
is  there  to  prevent  those  states,  especially,  which 
have  entered  into  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  slave- 
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ry,  from  subjecting  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  to  similar  interruptions  and  embarrass- 
ments? 

Why  should  not  Hayti  (who  has  lately  been  induc- 
ed to  prohibit  the.  slave  trade)  authorise  her  cruisers 
to  follow  the  example  of  her  majesty’s  government? 
By  one  of  her  recent  laws  upon  the  subject,  she  did 
assert  a similar  right;  but  it  was  afterwards  chang- 
ed, at  the  instance  of  Great  Britain,  upon  the  ground 
that  no  nation  had  the  right  in  time  of  peace  to  en- 
force the  provisions  of  their  laws  and  treaties  against 
states  who  were  not  parties  to  them,  and  consequent- 
ly not  bound  by  them.  In  the  note  addressed  by  the 
undersigned  to  Lord  Palmerston,  under  date  of  the 
27th  of  February,  1841,  and  referred  to  in  the  one  to 
Lord  Aberdeen,  allusion  was  made  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  her  majesty’s  government,  under  which  the 
Haytian  government  were  induced  to  change  their 
laws  At  that  time  at  least,  it  is  presumed,  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  had  not  determined  to  assert  this 
right  of  dominion  over  the  seas.  But,  again,  why 
might  not  the  right  of  search  for  seamen  and  deser- 
ters, and  that  of  impressment,  be  defended  upon  the 
principles  of  the  present  claim?  Let  it  be  supposed, 
for  purposes  of  illustration,  that  Great  Britain  had 
entered  into  treaties  with  other  nations,  by  which  j 
the  right  of  search  for  seamen  or  deserters  was  given 
to  the  vessels  of  each  other,  and  that  some  of  the  j 
contracting  states,  in  order  to  evade  their  engage-  ! 
ments,  should  resort  to  the  fraudulent  use  of  the  ] 
Hags  of  other  nations.  And  suppose,  also,  that  with  j 
the  view  of  enforcing  these  treaties,  it  should  be  1 
deemed  expedient  to  assert  a right  of  boarding  and 
examining,  upon  the  high  seas,  the  vessels  of  nations 
who  had  not  surrendered  the  right,  and  were  not 
parties  to  the  treaties?  Does  Lord  Aberdeen  or  her 
majesty’s  government  believe  that  such  a power 
would  be  tolerated  by  any  independent  nation  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth?  And  yet,  what  difference 
would  there  be  between  such  a case  and  the  one  un- 
der consideration,  except  that  the  one  would  relate 
to  slavery  and  the  other  to  impressment? — subjects, 
probably,  equally  important  in  the  view  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s government. 

It  was  against  the  exercise  of  any  such  right  that 
the  distinguished  jurist,  to  whom  reference  had  been 
made,  declared  (whilst  sitting  as  a court  under  the 
law  of  nations)  “that  no  authority  could  be  found 
which  gave  any  right  of  visitation  or  interruption  over 
the  vessels  and  navigation  of  other  states,  on  the  high 
seas,  except  that  which  the  right  of  war  gives  to  bel- 
ligerents against  neutrals;  and  that  Great  Britain  had 
no  right  to  force  her  way  to  the  liberation  of  Africa, 
by  trampling  upon  the  rights  and  independence  of 
other  nations,  for  any  good,  however  eminent.” 

Upon  what  principles,  then,  of  public  law  or  of 
common  right  or  justice,  such  a power  as  that  now 
asserted  is  to  be  defended  or  justified,  her  majesty’s 
government  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  state. — 
As  yet  it  has  been  left  to  stand  for  its  whole  efficacy 
upon  the  grounds  of  expediency.  The  undersigned 
must  therefore  repeat  the  opinion,  expressed  in  his 
note  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  that  there  is  no  essential  dif- 
ference whatever  between  the  right  of  search  and 
that  now  asserted  for  her  majesty’s  government. — 
But  Lord  Aberdeen  contends  that,  in  resisting  the 
exercise  of  this  right  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
made,  the  undersigned  is  necessarily  compelled  to 
claim,  not  only  immunity  for  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  and  all  the  piratical  adventurers  who  are  en- 
deavoring to  shelter  themselves  under  it,  but  to  main- 
tain that,  Great  Britain  herself  would  be  bound  to 
permit  her  own  subjects,  with  British  vessels  and 
British  capital,  to  carry  on  the  traffic  under  their  own 
eyes,  provided  it  was  done  under  the  fraudulent  use 
of  an  American  flag;  and  his  lordship  further  declares 
that  unless  the  undersigned  is  prepared  to  maintain 
to  their  full  extent  these  propositions,  the  whole  fa- 
bric of  his  argument  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

Now,  the  undersigned  begs  to  observe  that  Lord 
Aberdeen  has  greatly  misapprehended  the  principles 
and  arguments  contained  in  the  note  which  he  had 
the  honor  of  addressing  to  his  lordship,  and  which  it 
becomes  proper  to  seize  the  earliest  moment  of  cor- 
recting. This  the  undersigned  will  the  more  readily 
do,  because  he  is  persuaded,  from  the  spirit  in  which 
Lord  Aberdeen’s  note  is  written,  that  he  will  take 
pleasure  in  correcting  any  misapprehension  into 
which  he  may  unintentionally  have  been  drawn. — 
Indeed  the  undersigned  must  have  expressed  himself 
very  imperfectly  if,  in  denying  the  right  of  interfer- 
ing with  vessels  under  the  American  flag,  he  did  not 
convey  the  opinion  that  he  intended  to  limit  his  ob- 
jection to  vessels  bona  fide  American,  and  not  to  those 
belonging  to  nations  who  might  fraudulently  have  as- 
sumed the  flag  of  the  United  States.  With  the  ves- 
sels of  other  nations,  whether  sailing  under  their  own 
or  another  flag,  the  government  of  the  U.  States  can 
have  no  authority  or  desire  to  interfere.  The  under- 
signed, therefore,  did  not  mean  to  bo  understood  as 


denying  to  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  the 
right  of  seizing  their  vessels  or  punishing  their  sub- 
jects for  any  violation  of  their  laws  or  treaties,  pro- 
vided, however,  it  should  be  done  without  violating 
the  principles  of  public  law  or  the  rights  of  other  na- 
tions. Nor  are  such  the  consequences  which  can 
fairly  be  deduced  from  the  argument  which  he  had 
the  honor  of  addressing  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  and,  which 
his  lordship  seems  so  greatly  to  have  misapprehended. 
Great  Britain  has  the  undoubted  right,  and  so  have 
all  other  nations,  to  detain  and  examine  the  vessels 
of  their  own  subjects,  whether  slaves  or  not,  and 
whether  with  or  without  a flag  purporting  to  be  that 
of  the  United  States;  but,  in  doing  this,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  they  have  no  color  of  right,  nor 
will  they  be  permitted  to  extend  such  interference  to 
the  vessels  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  sailing 
under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  their  country. 

If  Great  Britain  or  any  other  nation  cannot  re- 
strain the  slave  trade  of  their  own  people  upon  the 
ocean  without  violating  the  rights  of  other  nations 
and  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  then  indeed  the  im- 
punity of  which  Lord  Aberdeen  speaks  will  take 
place.  This  may  be  deplored,  but  it  cannot  be  avoid- 
ed. But  Lord  Aberdeen  asserts  that  it  has  been  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  British  navy,  and  he  be- 
lieves of  all  the  navies  in  the  world,  to  ascertain  by 
visit  the  real  character  of  merchant  vessels  met  with 
on  the  high  seas,  if  there  be  good  reason  to  appre- 
hend their  illegal  character.  Now,  the  undersigned 
must  be  excused  for  doubting  whether  any  such  prac- 
tice as  that  which  Lord  Aberdeen  supposes,  certain- 
ly not  to  the  extent  now  claimed,  has  ever  prevailed 
in  time  of  peace.  In  war  the  right  of  visitation  is 
practised,  under  the  limitations  authorised  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  but  not  in  peace.  What  other  na- 
tion than  Great  Britain  has  ever  asserted  or  attempt- 
ed to  exercise  it?  None,  it  is  believed.  There  is  ano- 


ther misapprehension,  also,  into  which  Lord  Aber- 
deen seems  to  have  fallen  that  it  may  be  important 
to  correct.  It  relates  to  an  admission  which  his 
lordship  supposes  the  undersigned  to  have  made,  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  abuse  of  the  American  flag  for 
purposes  of  slave  traffic.  Now,  the  undersigned 
would  submit,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  express,  nor 
did  he,  any  opinion  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  was  abused  by  other  nations. 
So  far  from  it,  he  expressly  stated,  as  Lord  Aberdeen 
will  perceive  by  reference  to  his  note,  that  neither 
he  nor  his  government  had  the  means  of  forming  any 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  He  admitted  the  abuse  of 
the  flag,  and  deplored  it,  but  to  what  extent  he  gave 
no  opinion. 

Nor  can  the  undersigned  yield  to  the  force  of  the 
reasoning  employed  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  arising  out 
of  the  limited  number  of  bona  fide  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  to  prove  that  the 
danger  of  interference  with  American  vessels  will 
be  of  rare  occurrence.  He  readily  admits,  with 
Lord  Aberdeen,  that  there  are  few  American  vessels, 
if  any,  engaged  in  the  slave  trade;  but,  in  ad- 
mitting the  fact,  he  does  not  perceive  very  clearly  i 
what  bearing  it  can  have  upon  the  present  discus- 
sion, or  how  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  Ameri- 
can slavers  can  at  all  guard  against  the  evils  which  j 
Lord  Aberdeen  supposes.  For,  if  it  be  true,  as  his 
lordship  contends,  that  the  abuse  by  other  nations  of  j 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  is  one  of  increasing  ex- 
tent, and  that  it  can  in  no  way  be  prevented  but  by  j 
the  examination  of  all  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  j 
of  the  United  States;  and  as  it  must  also  be  admitted 
that  there  are  numerous  American  vessels  engaged 
in  lawful  commerce  in  the  African  seas,  which,  with 
other  vessels,  are  to  be  subjected  to  detention  and  ex- 
amination, what  possible  effect  can  the  number  of 
American  slavers  have  in  preventing  the  interference 
to  that  more  numerous  class  of  merchantmen  who 
are  to  be  found  engaged  in  commerce  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  African  seas?  If  there  was  not  a sin- 
gle vessel  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  the  evils  and  interruptions  which  Lord  Aber- 
deen is  so  desirous  of  avoiding  must  still  take  place, 
whenever  the  right  shall  be  attempted  to  be  enforced 
against  those  vessels  that  are  not  slavers.  But  the 
groat  caution  which  is  to  be  observed  in  the  exercise 
of  the  right,  and  the  careful  manner  in  which  it  will 
be  guarded,  is  greatly  relied  on  by  Lord  Aberdeen 
in  its  defence.  Indeed,  his  lordship  declares  that  so 
much  honor  and  respect  are  due  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  that  it  is  only  to  be  exercised  in  cer- 
tain latitudes,  and  exclusively  confined  to  cases 
where  the  strongest  suspicion  and  well  founded  doubts 


exist. 


. Now,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  ask  of 
what  consequence  it  can  be  to  the  United  States,  if 
their  rights  or  the  honor  of  their  flag  are  violated, 
whether  it  be  done  upon  one  part  of  the  ocean  or 
another?  In  relation  to  the  well  founded  suspicion 
to  which  Lord  Aberdeen  refers,  it  might  have  been 
desirable  (if  the  manner  of  exercising  an  unlawful 


power  can  excuse  it)  that  his  lordship  should  have 
stated  what  the  particular  character  and  degree  of 
the  suspicion  was  to  be  which  was  alone  to  justify 
the  interference  of  her  majesty’s  cruisers.  That 
such  a right  as  that  claimed,  if  it  existed,  could  not 
safely  be  confided  to  those  of  her  majesty’s  cruisers 
who  have  heretofore  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising 
it,  the  undersigned  feels  himself  warranted  in  sup- 
posing. This,  he  presumes,  will  be  satisfactorily 
shown  by  the  cases  which  he  has  heretofore  present- 
ed to  her  majesty’s  government,  and  for  which  no 
reparation  has  yet  been  made.  These  cases  will 
show  the  embarrassments  and  injuries  to  which  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  African  seas,  have  already  been 
subjected  by  the  vexatious  seizures  and  detentions  of 
her  majesty’s  cruisers,  and  in  most  of  them  without 
justification  or  excuse. 

That  the  right  asserted  by  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment may  be  considered  as  important,  may  not  be 
doubted.  Indeed,  the  undersigned  would  not  act 
frankly  towards  Lord  Aberdeen  if  he  were  to  pre- 
tend that  the  consequences  of  refusing  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  the  American  government  might  not 
throw  very  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  executing 
the  existing  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade;  but,  as  he  has  taken  occasion  heretofore  to 
observe,  the  admission  can  neither  strengthen  the 
claim  of  right  nor  diminish  the  force  of  the  objec- 
tions to  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

There  remains  only  one  other  part  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen’s note  which  the  undersigned  deemed  it  neces- 
sary at  this  time  to  notice.  It  is  that  in  which  his 
lordship  expresses  the  opinion  that  any  right  of  search 
which  shall  have  been  conceded  by  two  such  govern- 
ments as  France  and  Great  Britain,  can  scarcely  be 
considered  as  incompatible  with  the  honor  and  inde- 
pendence of  any  nation  upon  earth.  Now,  if  Lord 
Aberdeen’s  remark  was  intended  to  apply  to  the 
proposal  which  was  made  by  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment to  that  of  the  United  States  for  a mutual  right 
of  search,  secured  and  guarded  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions, the  undersigned  has  no  observation  to  make; 
but  if  this  opinion  of  his  lordship  was  intended  to 
apply  to  the  right  now  asserted  by  Great  Britain, 
and  proposed  by  her  government  to  be  exercised 
in  the  absence  of  all  conventional  arrangement,  then 
the  undersigned  must  be  allowed  to  express  his  de- 
cided dissent.  That  the  exercise  of  mutual  rights, 
properly  secured,  might  not  be  incompatible  with 
national  honor  aud  sovereignty  he  readily  admits, 
inasmuch  as  the  contracting  parties  would  stand  upon 
the  footing  of  equality  and  security.  This  he  pre- 
sumes to  be  the  case  between  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain; but  such  would  not  be  the  case  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  must,  therefore,  after  the  most 
careful  consideration  of  the  arguments  advanced  in 
Lord  Aberdeen’s  note  repeat  the  opinion  which  he 
has  heretofore  expressed,  that  if  a power  such  as 
that  which  is  now  asserted  by  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment shall  be  enforced,  not  only  without  consent, 
but  in  the  face  of  a direct  refussl  to  concede  it,  it 
can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  than  a violation  of  national 
rights  and  sovereignty,  and  the  incontestable  princi- 
ples of  international  law.  That  its  exercise  may 
lead  to  consequences  of  a painful  character,  there  is 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend.  In  cases  of  conflict- 
ing rights  between  nations,  the  precise  line  which 
neither  can  pass,  but  to  which  each  may  advance, 
is  noteasily  found  or  marked;  and  yet  it  exists,  what- 
ever may  be  the  difficulty  of  discerning  it.  In  ordi- 
nary cases  of  disagreement  there  is  little  danger;  each 
nation  may  and  often  does  yield  something  to  the 
other.  Such,  however,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  not  the 
present  case.  The  peculiar  nature  of  the  power  as- 
serted, and  the  consequences  which  may  be  appre- 
hended from  its  exercise,  make  it  one  of  an  import- 
ant and  momentous  character.  Involving,  as  it  does, 
questions  of  high  and  dangerous  sovereignty,  it  may 
justly  be  regarded  as  deeply  endangering  the  good 
understanding  of  the  two  countries.  Ought  her  ma- 
jesty’s government,  then,  under  such  circumstances, 
j to  insist  upon  its  enforcement?  Tiiat  it  will  not,  the 
, undersigned  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt.  He 
j will  therefore  continue  to  cherish  the  hope  that,  upon 
I a careful  review  of  the  whole  subject  her  majesty’s 
j government  will  see  the  importance  of  adopting 
other  measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
; than  those  now  proposed,  and  which  will  be  fur  bet- 
! ter  calculated,  not  only  to  accomplish  the  object  de- 
[ sired,  but  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations  of  the 
two  countries  upon  principles  consistent  witii  the  in- 
terest and  honor  of  both. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to 
renew  to  Lord  Aberdeen  assurances  of  his  distir.- 
i guished  consideration  and  respect, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

! To  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  December  1,  1841. 

Sir:  The  report  of  the  major  general  commanding 
the  army,  and  of  the  heads  of  the  different  bureaus, 
attached  to  this  department,  upon  the  several  sub- 
jects committed  to  its  charge,  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  accuracy  of  the  information,  and  the  fullness 
of  the  views  thus  exhibited,  will  render  superfluous 
any  extended  observations  from  one  but  recently  call- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  various  matters  so 
well  presented  by  officers  of  great  experience  and 
acknowledged  ability.  Such  remarks,  however,  as 
seem  required,  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  general  results  derived  from 
these  reports. 

From  the  general  return  of  the  army,  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  major  general,  commanding  in  chief, 
it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  troops  now  in 
service,  is  ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four: 
consisting  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  com- 
missioned officers,  and  nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-six  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians 
and  privates.  The  aggregate  exceeds  the  number 
specified  in  the  report  of  1840,  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four.  Of  the  whole  number,  nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  are  reported  as  present, 
and  the  residue,  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  are  absent 
or  sick;  of  whom  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  are 
absent  on  detached  service.  To  complete  the  orga- 
nization of  the  army,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  recruits  are  required. 

During  the  past  year  the  whole  number  recruited 
was  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  number  of  deserters, 
within  the  year,  as  compared  with  the  number  enlist- 
ed, has  largely  diminished. 

The  disposition  of  the  troops  intended  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  inland  frontiers,  and  for  garrisoning 
the  forts  on  the  Atlantic,  is  given  in  the  report. 

The  residue  of  the  army,  consisting,  at  the  last  re- 
turns of  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  but 
which  is  now,  or  will  be,  reduced  soon  to  three  thou- 
sand, is  employed  in  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Florida,  and  in  the  offensive  operations  carried  on 
in  that  territory. 

On  the  western  frontier,  the  Indians  have  been  kept 
from  wars  among  themselves,  and  from  hostile  acts 
against  our  citizens.  With  the  exception  of  some 
depredations  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  Texas 
by  the  Caddoes,  a tribe,  for  whose  conduct  that  coun- 
try is  more  responsible  than  we  are,  the  native  tribes 
appear  to  be  quiet,  and  indicate  no  disposition  to  com- 
mence aggressions.  On  the  northern  frontier,  the 
presence  of  the  troops  has  been,  and,  doubtless,  will 
continue  to  be,  of  eminent  service  in  preserving  the 
peaceful  relations  of  the  country  with  the  adjacent 
territories  of  Great  Britain.  At  the  northeast,  the 
small  force  stationed  near  the  disputed  boundary  line 
seems  required  for  the  same  purpose. 

Within  the  year  a new  aspect  has  been  given  to  the 
military  operations  in  Florida.  The  minuteness  and 
accuracy  with  which  they  are  detailed  in  the  report 
of  the  commanding  general,  render  any  other  account 
of  them  unnecessary.  It  would  be  unjust,  however, 
to  withhold  the  expression  of  that  cordial  approba- 
tion, which  is  felt  by  this  department,  and,  it  is  be- 
lieved, by  the  whole  country,  of  the  gallant  enterprise 
and  patient  endurance  of  the  troops  and  their  able 
commander,  Colonel  Worth.  Overcoming  the  feel- 
ings which  a contest  with  such  enemies  must  produce 
in  the  soldiers  of  a civilized  country,  and  consulting 
only  the  high  dictates  of  duty,  they  have  persevered 
in  a contest  which,  in  the  only  means  of  conducting 
it,  more  resembles  the  pursuit  of  animals,  than  a war- 
fare with  human  beings,  and  in  which  the  triumphs 
of  success  are  mingled  with  pity,  not  far  removed 
from  contempt,  for  an  inglorious  foe. 

The  last  advices  from  that  quarter  confirm  the  ex- 
pectations of  a speedy  and  successful  result  to  the 
campaign.  All  that  high  intelligence,  devoted  zeal, 
consummate  bravery,  and  irrepressible  energy,  can 
contribute  to  that  result,  will  continue  to  be  exerted 
by  the  troops  and  their  gallant  commander,  for  whom 
the  difficulties  of  a contest,  without  resemblance  in 
the  history  of  war,  seems  to  have  no  terrors. 

The  suggestions,  in  the  same  report,  of  the  com- 
manding general,  respecting  officers  holding  appoint- 
ments at  the  same  time,  both  in  the  line  and  in  the 
staff,  with  the  right  of  promotion  in  each,  and  re- 
specting the  inequality  of  pay  between  officers  of  the 
same  grade,  in  the  different  branches  of  service,  are 
worthy  of  great  consideration,  emanating  as  they  do 
from  long  experience,  the  result  of  intelligent  and 
disinterested  observation.  And  the  recommendation 
of  the  present  general-in-chief  concurring  with  those 
of  his  lamented  and  distinguished  predecessor,  in  re- 
lation to  pensions,  will  doubtless  attract  the  attention 
of  congress  to  that  subject. 


The  very  moderate  increase  of  two  regiments  to 
our  army,  recommended  in  the  same  report,  will  un- 
questionably be  received  with  all  the  confidence  due 
to  any  suggestions  from  such  a source.  The  neces- 
sity for  such  an  increase,  to  man  the  forts,  posts  and 
fortifications,  on  our  inland  and  maritime  frontiers, 
will  be  apparent  on  a consideration  of  the  plans  for 
the  national  defence  which  have  been  proposed,  and 
wholly  or  partially  adopted.  A brief  and  connected 
view  of  those  plans  seems  appropriate  and  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  a full  understanding  of  those 
parts  of  the  reports  herewith  communicated  relating 
to  the  subject.  It  is  necessary,  also,  in  explanation 
of  the  estimates  submitted  for  appropriations  to  con- 
tinue and  complete  the  means  of  protection  and  de- 
fence. In  presenting  such  a view,  the  occasion  will 
be  taken  to  make  such  observations  as  may  seem  to 
be  required. 

The  defences  of  the  country  may  be  regarded  un- 
der three  distinct  heads.  First,  for  the  protection  of 
the  western  frontier  against  Indian  hostilities.  Se- 
cond, precautions  against  aggressions  from  the  colo- 
nial possessions  of  foreign  powers  in  our  vicinity,  at 
the  north.  And  third  the  defence  of  our  maritime 
frontier. 

Under  the  first  head,  the  plan  communicated  to  the 
senate,  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1838,  in  pursuance 
of  a resolution  of  that  body,  and  recommended  by  the 
then  head  of  this  department,  was  approved  in  its 
general  outlines  by  the  board  of  officers — who  report- 
ed on  the  subject  in  May,  1840,  and  appears  to  be 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose.  It  contemplated  a 
line  of  exterior  posts  advanced  into  the  Indian  coun- 
try, beyond  the  boundary  of  existing  cessions,  for  the 
purpose  of  overawing  and  repressing  hostilities  among 
the  Indians,  or  against  our  own  settlements;  and  an 
interior  line  of  posts,  as  places  of  refuge  in  cases  of 
danger  or  alarm,  with  depots  for  arms  and  supplies. 
There  seems  to  have  been  some  difference  of  opinion 
whether  the  forts  to  be  established  at  these  posts, 
should  be  constructed  of  wood,  so  abundantly  fur- 
nished by  the  country,  or  of  stone,  or  other  equally 
indestructible  material.  From  the  information  which 
has  been  received,  and  from  the  uniform  practice  in 
Indian  wars,  the  better  opinion  would  appear  to  be, 
that  stockaded  forts  with  log  block  houses,  would  af- 
ford sufficient  protection  against  an  enemy  unprovid- 
ed with  artillery.  The  rapidity  and  economy  with 
which  they  could  be  erected,  in  many  cases  chiefly 
by  the  labor  of  the  troops,  would  give  them  a decid- 
ed preference.  It  is  not  perceived  why  the  interior 
line  of  posts,  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry, should  not  also  be  used  as  depots  of  subsistence 
and  military  supplies.  Six  or  eight  of  the  exterior 
line,  and  eight  interior  forts,  are  deemed  sufficient. 
The  following  are  the  forts  established,  which  may 
be  considered  as  forming  parts  of  this  plan  of  defence. 
Fort  Jesup,  25  miles  southwest  from  Nachitoches, 
on  the  road  to  Texas;  Fort  Towson,  near  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Keamichi  and  Red  rivers,  in  the  Choc- 
taw nation,  325  miles  from  Fort  Jesup,  and  about  50 
miles  from  the  western  boundary  of  Arkansas;  Fort 
Smith,  situated  on  the  Arkansas  river,  partly  in  Ar- 
kansas and  partly  in  the  Cherokee  nation;  Fort  Gib- 
son, about  60  miles  northwest  of  Fort  Smith,  on  the 
Arkansas  river,  and  207  miles  from  Fort  Towson; 
Fort  Wayne,  on  the  Illinois  river,  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  not  far  from  the  western  boundary  of  Arkan- 
sas, 60  miles  from  Fort  Gibson;  Fort  Leavenworth, 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  286  miles 
from  Fort  Smith;  Fort  Snelling,  at  the  junction  of 
the  St.  Peter’s  with  the  Mississippi  river,  512  miles 
from  Fort  Leavenworth;  Fort  Crawford,  300  miles 
below  Fort  Snelling,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  about 
5 miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin;  Fort  Win- 
nebago, at  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin rivers,  about  130  miles  from  Fort  Crawford;  Fort 
Howard,  at  the  head  of  Green  Bay,  115  miles  from 
Fort  Winnebago;  Fort  Mackinac,  on  the  island  of 
Micliilimackinac,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Michigan; 
Fort  Brady,  on  the  St.  Mary’s  river,  at  the  outlet  of 
Lake  Superior;  and  Fort  Gratiot,  on  the  St.  Clair 
river,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Huron. 

Barracks  are  in  progress  at  Turkey  river,  in  the 
Winnebago  country,  and  at  Fort  Smith;  and  at  Fort 
Leavenworth  extensive  barracks  have  been  complet- 
ed. As  the  white  settlements  advance,  and  the  In- 
dians recede,  it  will  be  necessary  to  push  these  exte- 
rior forts  further  into  the  Indian  country.  But  it  is 
evident  that  such  a line  of  posts  would  not  accom- 
plish all  the  objects  which  should  be  had  in  view  in 
relation  to  that  vast  portion  of  our  territory,  which 
extends  from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is 
in  immediate  contact  with  numerous  wild  and  war- 
like Indians,  who  are  capable  of  bringing  into  the 
field  a number  of  warriors,  estimated  at  from  twenty 
to  thirty  thousand.  From  the  intercourse  which  sub- 
sists between  them  and  the  traders,  and  emissaries  of 
foreign  nations  they  may  be  rendered  as  formidable 
as  any  description  of  force  that  could  be  brought 


against  us.  To  secure  a proper  influence  over  them 
in  peace,  and  to  counteract  and  control  their  disposi- 
tions in  war,  to  secure  our  own  territory  and  to  pro- 
tect our  traders,  it  is  indispensable  that  a chain  of 
posts  shonld  be  established,  extending  from  the  Coun- 
cil Bluff's  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  so  as 
to  command  the  avenues  by  which  the  Indians  pass 
from  the  north  to  the  south;  and  at  the  same  time 
maintain  a communication  with  the  territories  be- 
longing to  us  on  the  Pacific. 

The  present  state  of  our  relations  with  these  In- 
dians, and  other  considerations  which  will  readily 
suggest  themselves,  seem  to  demand  prompt  attention 
to  these  views,  and  the  adoption  of  the  necessary 
measures  to  execute  them. 

Second.  The  defences  on  the  northern  frontier 
will  necessarily  be  of  a different  character  from  those 
already  considered,  as  they  must  be  designed  for  pro- 
tection against  a powerful  enemy,  possessing  all  the 
means  of  warfare  along  a distance  of  more  than  two 
thousand  miles.  Naval  forces  on  the  lakes  undoubt- 
edly afford  our  chief  reliance  for  defence  and  offence. 

To  furnish  (hem  shelter  from  tempests,  the  harbors 
must  be  enlarged  and  rendered  accessible;  and  to  pro- 
tect them  and  their  supplies,  as  well  as  the  property 
and  lives  of  our  citizens  from  an  enemy,  those  har- 
bors, and  the  most  important  of  the  straits  and  rivers 
connecting  the  lakes,  should  be  fortified.  The  com- 
prehensive and  able  views  of  the  board  of  officers  on 
this  subject,  in  their  report  of  May,  1840,  already 
mentioned  cannot  be  strengthened  by  any  remarks 
from  this  department. 

The  omission  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations, 
has  prevented  any  thing  more  than  a partial  execution 
of  the  defence  of  the  northern  frontier.  Fort  Niaga- 
ra has  been  reported  ready  for  armament,  and  a com- 
pany as  been  ordered  to  garrison  it.  So  much  has 
already  been  done  at  Fort  Oswego,  as  to  justify  the 
belief  that,  at  the  end  of  the  season,  it  will  be  in  a 
condition  for  effective  service.  Under  the  appropria- 
tions made  in  September  last,  for  the  defensive  works 
at  Detroit,  Buffalo  and  the  outlet  of  Champlain, 
means  have  been  taken  to  select  for  their  construc- 
tion, which  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  titles 
to  those  sites  shall  be  secured. 

The  third  division  of  our  national  defences,  those 
relating  to  our  maritime  frontier,  presents  a subject 
of  the  deepest  interest. 

A board  of  engineers  was  organized  in  1816,  and 
has  continued  in  existence  ever  since,  to  which  was 
specially  assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  a general 
system  of  defence  for  the  seaboard.  It  made  per- 
sonal examinations  of  every  harbor  on  the  whole 
coast  (excepting  only  a few  in  East  Florida)  accessi- 
ble to  sea-going  vessels.  While  the  board  was  thus 
employed,  settling  the  general  principles  of  defence 
and  selecting  positions,  its  number  was  augmented  by 
the  addition  of  officers  of  the  navy,  generally  two 
post  captains.  During  a portion  of  this  time  the 
functions  of  the  board  were  extended  to  embrace 
the  selection  of  suitable  sites  for  a great  northern 
and  southern  naval  depot.  Reports  of  progress  were 
made  in  1817,  1819,  1820,  1821,  1822, 1823, 1824  and 
1825;  and  at  two  different  times,  namely,  in  1826  and 
1836,  a summary  report  was  presented  to  the  execu- 
tive, and  sent  to  congress,  describing  the  system 
briefly  in  its  application  to  the  several  parts  of  the 
coast. 

The  board  has  been  comprised  of  officers  of  high 
rank  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  together  with  general 
Bernard,  during  the  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  he  was 
in  this  country. 

In  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  April  9,  1840,  a report  from  the  depart- 
ment was  made  on  the  twelfth  day  in  the  same  year, 
transmitting  one  from  a board  of  officers  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  subject,  which 
contains  a very  full  view  of  the  system,  in  a brief 
compass,  and  geographically  arranged.  It  exhibits 
the  various  works  deemed  necessary  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  along  that  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  the  order  of  their  relative  importance,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  time  of  their  construction,  with  estimates 
of  the  expense  of  each,  and  of  the  aggregate  cost. 
The  same  board  also  reported  upon  another  plan  of  , I 
defence  submitted  by  a distinguished  military  com-  1 \ 
mander,  and  gave  their  reasons,  at  large,  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  substituted  for  that  already  mention- 
ed, which  had  been  presented  by  joint  commissions  of 
naval  and  military  officers. 

To  the  formation  of  that  system,  the  greatest  mili- 
tary talent  and  experience  of  the  country  have  been 
devoted,  and  it  would  ill  become  one  whose  preten- 
sions to  either  are  so  limited,  to  attempt  a compari- 
son of  it  with  any,  or  to  sustain  it  by  any  views  of  his 
own.  It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that,  so  far  as 
the  judgment  of  congress  can  be  gathered  from  it3 
acts,  and  so  far  as  an  intelligent  public  opinion  has 
been  expressed,  they  both  seem  to  be  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  system  which  has  been  so  deliberately 
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considered,  and  so  long  matured;  and  it  may  now 
be  regarded  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  country. 

The  elements  of  that  system  are,  first,  naval  forces; 
second,  fortifications;  and  third,  interior  communica- 
tions. 

As  to  the  first,  independent  of  all  other  considera- 
tions, it  is  supposed  that  floating  batteries  of  any  de- 
scription that  are  to  remain  stationary  at  the  exposed 
points  cannot  be  expected,  because  the  aggregate  ex- 
pense of  providing  and  maintaining  the  large  force 
that  would  be  required  for  the  numerous  points  on 
our  coast,  would  be  beyond  our  means.  An  inconsi- 
derable force  at  each  point  would  be  wholly  inade- 
quate to  meet  that  which  might  be  brought  against 
it;  and  the  defence  of  a few,  only,  of  the  most  impor- 
tant, would  neither  answer  the  expectations  of  the 
country,  nor  fulfil  the  obligations  of  the  government. 
A navy  which  would  carry  the  war  into  every  sea 
where  the  enemy’s  commerce  was  to  be  found,  would 
effectually  keep  him  from  our  coast,  by  rendering 
his  presence  necessary  elsewhere.  For  the  defence 
of  inlets  and  harbors,  whose  entrances  are  shallow,  a 
class  of  steam  vessels,  of  light  draught,  would  doubtless 
form  a necessary  part  of  our  defence,  and  where  the 
inlets  are  numerous,  such  vessels  would  be  indispen- 
sable. But  where  a large  number  of  enemy’s  ships 
can  find  harbors  of  easy  access,  and  sufficiently  capa- 
cious to  contain  them,  they  cannot  be  successfully 
met  by  an  inferior  force;  and  as  there  is  no  probabi- 
lity of  our  competing  with  several  European  nations 
in  the  magnitude  of  their  naval  establishments,  the 
only  resource  left  us  is,  in  fortifying  our  harbors  and 
roadsteads. 

The  second  element  of  defence  consists,  therefore, 
in  permanent  fortifications.  While  they  are  more 
effectual  for  defence,  in  certain  positions,  than  floating 
forces,  they  are  less  expensive  in  construction,  more 
durable,  and  requiring  an  outlay  in  repairs  utterly  in- 
significant, when  compared  with  the  expense  of  main- 
taining ships,  and  renewing  them. 

They  are  deemed  indispensable  for  the  purposes  of 
covering  the  military  and  naval  depots,  and  all  other 
public  or  private  establishments  which  would  invite 
the  enterprise  or  the  cupidity  of  a foe,  and  of  exclud- 
ing him  from  strong  positions,  where  his  naval  supe- 
riority might  enable  him  to  maintain  himself,  and 
from  which  he  might  make  incursions  into  the  inte- 
rior, or  assail  an  extensive  line  of  coast. 

The  positions  deemed  necessary  to  be  occupied  by 
fortifications  along  the  whole  Atlantic  coast,  from 
Passamaquoddy  bay  to  Cape  Florida,  and  along  the 
gulf,  from  that  cape,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine, 
were  indicated  in  the  report  before  mentioned,  with 
the  reasons  for  their  selection,  the  extent  and  nature 
af  the  required  works,  and  their  expense.  As  the 
execution  of  all  these  works  could  not  be  simul- 
taneous, the  order  of  succession  was  regulated  by 
reference  to  the  value  of  the  object  to  be  covered, 
to  the  nation,  or  to  an  enemy;  its  exposure  by  isola- 
tion; its  accessibility,  depending  on  distance,  time, 
or  climate;  the  means,  source,  and  time  of  obtain- 
ing succor,  and,  finally,  the  condition  of  existing  de- 
fences. The  order  thus  established  has  been  adher- 
ed to  with  a few  exceptions,  occasioned  by  different 
views  on  the  part  of  congress.  Great  progress  in 
the  execution  of  the  system  has  already  been  made, 
of  which  the  details  are  given  in  the  reports  of  the 
ordnance  and  engineer  bureaus.  Most  of  the  works 
of  primary  importance,  including  the  largest  and  most 
expensive,  are  nearly  completed.  About  $14,000,000 
have  been  expended,  and  $9,000,000  more  will  finish 
all  but  those  deemed  of  minor  importance,  and 
which  may  be  postponed  without  risking  serious  con- 
sequences. 

More  extended  remarks  upon  the  system  of  na- 
tional defence,  but  particularly  on  that  part  of  it  de- 
pending on  fortifications,  are  rendered  unnecessary 
by  an  able  and  comprehensive  report  on  this  subject, 
prepared  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1841,  and  which  will  be  transmitted  to  that  body. 
Concurring,  generally,  in  the  views  expressed  in  that 
report,  no  addition  to  their  strength  could  be  made 
by  any  observations  of  the  undersigned.  As  the  sys- 
tem cannot  be  abandoned,  what  has  been  commenc- 
ed should  be  completed;  the  works  intended  for 
the  more  remote  southern  portion  of  our  territory, 
particularly  require  attention.  Indications  are  al- 
ready made,  of  designs  of  the  worst  character 
against  that  region,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  from  a 
certian  quarter,  to  ’which  we  cannot  be  insensible. 
The  estimates  submitted,  with  the  means  on  hand, 
for  the  completion  of  the  works  at  Beaufort  and  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  river,  in  North  Caroli- 
na, at  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  St.  Augustine, 
will  furnish  adequate  defences  to  those  places.  In 
consequence  of  the  delay  that  will  necessarily  at- 
tend the  completion  of  Fort  Calhoun,  in  Hampton 
Roads,  the  effectual  defence  of  that  position  would 
require  that  a strong  field  work  should  be  thrown  up 


at  Willoughby  point,  in  the  event  of  hostile  appear- 
ances; and  an  appropriation  of  $50,000,  at  this  time, 
for  that  purpose,  would  be  important,  as  its  applica- 
tion would  be  suspended  until  required  by  circum- 
stances. On  the  gulf  coast,  Pensacola,  Mobile  bay, 
and  most  of  the  avenues  to  New  Orleans,  are  forti- 
fied. In  relation  to  the  fortifications  on  both  these 
sections  of  coast,  it  is  believed  to  be  our  first  duty, 
as  it  is  certainly  the  strongest  desire  of  this  depart- 
ment, to  place  the  existing  works  in  a state  of  per- 
fect efficiency  in  the  shortest  possible  time;  and,  to 
this  end,  such  means  have  been  asked,  as,  without 
making  exorbitant  demands  upon  the  treasury,  will 
allow  the  labor  to  be  carried  on  vigorously.  The 
winter  season  is  known  to  be  the  most  favorable  to 
such  operations  in  the  latitudes  where  those  works 
are  situated,  and  it  should  be  improved.  Indeed,  un- 
less appropriations  are  made  before  the  month  of 
February,  no  use  can  be  made  of  them  in  those  lati- 
tudes within  a year  from  the  time  they  are  asked. 
To  provide  for  the  points  still  remaining  unprotect- 
ed, in  the  event  of  hostilities  being  threatened  before 
the  system  of  fortifications  is  complete,  a resort  to 
steam-vessels  of  light  draught  will  be  necessary; 
and,  in  reference  to  some  of  them,  where  fortifica- 
tions would  not  avail,  as  already  indicated,  that 
species  of  defence  will  be  indispensable.  Five  of 
these  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  seven  on  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  are  deemed  necessary 
by  the  chief  engineer.  Their  use,  however,  will  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  existence  of  defended  points 
near  at  hand,  under  which  the  vessels  could  rendez- 
vous, and  which  would,  at  the  same  time,  protect 
the  harbors  for  the  service  of  our  military  and  com- 
mercial marine.  An  appropriation  of  $50,000  for 
the  commencement  of  a work,  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  Cumberland  sound,  and  a similar  sum  for  a work 
at  or  near  the  outlet  of  St.  Simon’s  sound,  these  be- 
ing the  best  harbors  on  that  part  of  the  coast  within 
the  state  of  Georgia,  would,  in  this  point  of  view, 
be  highly  expedient.  The  security  of  Mobile  bay 
would  be  greatly  promoted  by  a work  on  Dauphin  or 
Pelican  island,  and  one  at  Pas  au  Heron,  and  these 
works  would  add  greatly  to  the  protection  of  the 
coast  passage  along  the  gulf.  An  appropriation  of 
$60,000,  for  these,  would  be  judicious.  The  appro- 
priations now  suggested,  are  in  addition  to  the  gene- 
ral estimates  from  this  department. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  any  of  the 
works  indicated,  a preliminary  survey  of  their  posi- 
tions will  be  directed;  and  the  propriety  of  such  a 
direction  being  now  given,  is  under  consideration. 

A third  element,  of  great  importance  in  the  consi- 
deration of  the  defences  of  the  sea  coast  and  of  the 
northern  and  northwestern  frontiers,  consists  in  the 
facility  and  rapidity  of  interior  communications. 
They  are  strictly  means  of  defence,  and  incapable 
of  being  perverted  to  any  purpose  of  conquest;  a 
feature  which  commends  them  to  every  friend  of  our 
institutions.  The  facility  afforded  by  the  ocean  to 
movements  for  the  purposes  of  attack,  is  met  by  a 
facility  of  movement  on  land,  furnished  by  the  tri- 
umphs of  genius  and  art  in  the  application  of  steam- 
power  to  land  carriage,  and  in  the  construction  of 
lengthened  lines  of  canals.  The  speed  with  which 
troops  can  be  moved,  obviates  the  necessity  of  em- 
bodying large  masses  of  them  at  any  point;  and  the 
amount  of  force  required  for  the  defence  of  any 
given  post  would,  consequently,  be  diminished  in 
proportion  to  the  reduction  in  the  time  necessary  to 
concentrate  it.  The  whole  force  along  the  whole 
line  may  be  rendered  available  for  the  defence  of  any 
point  in  that  line;  while,  without  such  means  of  com- 
munication, a separate  army  would  be  required  at 
each  city,  harbor,  or  military  post,  that  was  to  be 
defended.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  facts  within 
the  knowledge  of  all.  Troops  may  now  be  brought 
from  New  York  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  eigh- 
teen hours,  in  a condition  requiring  little  or  no  repose 
to  fit  them  for  immediate  action.  And  the  whole 
physical  force  of  the  populous  country  between  those 
two  points  may  be  concentrated  at  any  intermediate 
place  in  a few  hours.  Were  Philadelphia  assailed 
or  threatened,  a movement  of  military  force  from 
Pittsburg,  which  but  a short  time  since  would  have 
occupied  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  days  could  now 
be  accomplished  in  five.  Similar  illustrations  are 
furnished  by  various  rail  roads  and  canals  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  country.  And  as  the  great  secret 
of  success  in  war  is  supposed  to  be  the  ability  to 
oppose  the  many  to  the  few,  it  is  evident  that,  in 
any  defensive  operations,  we  shall  be  able  to  com- 
pete with  and  to  conquer  any  probable  force  that  an 
invading  enemy  could  bring  against  that  portion  of 
our  territory  which  is  intersected  by  these  interior 
communications.  Another  consequence  of  no  little 
moment  flows  from  the  same  cause:  the  power  to 
defend  ourselves  with  armies  of  very  diminished 
numerical  force,  compared  with  those  which  have 
heretofore  been  necessary  in  our  national  conflicts, 


or  those  which  are  usually  employed  on  the  Euro- 
pean continent. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  canals  and  rail  roads  to 
collect,  with  any  desirable  expedition,  the  supplies 
of  an  army  from  a country  abounding  with  them, 
and  to  transport  them  to  the  proper  points,  will  ren- 
der large  depots  unnecessary.  An  object  of  attack 
to  an  enemy,  is  thus  removed,  and  the  consequences 
of  the  capture  of  large  collections  of  munitions  of 
war,  or  of  subsistence,  by  a hostile  force,  thus  ena- 
bled to  maintain  itself,  are  obviated. 

The  expense  of  military  operations  will  be  reduc- 
ed beyond  any  present  means  of  exact  calculation, 
by  the  same  facilities.  During  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  cost  of  transportation  from  New 
York  to  Plattsburg,  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  Buffalo, 
was  from  five  to  twelve  dollars  per  hundred.  The 
present  cost  to  Plattsburg  is  thirty  cents,  and  to  the 
other  points  named,  sixty  cents  per  hundred.  A 
twelve  pounder,  which,  at  the  cheapest  rate,  could 
not  have  been  carried  to  Buffalo  for  less  than  two 
hundred  dollars,  may  now  be  transported  to  the  same 
point,  in  one-fifth  or  one-eighth  of  the  time,  for 
twenty-four  dollars.  In  every  point  of  view  in  which 
these  works  can  be  considered,  their  cost  is  so  much 
actually  added  to  the  defensive  means  of  the  nation, 
without  any  expense  to  the  general  government  other 
than  the  subscriptions  it  has  authorised  to  a few  of 
them;  and  it  may  be  affirmed,  without  exaggeration, 
that  the  aggregate  of  saving,  in  any  future  war  in 
which  we  may  be  engaged,  in  the  comparative  small 
amount  of  military  force  that  will  be  necessary  for 
defence,  and  in  the  cheapness  of  transportation  af- 
forded by  rail  roads  and  canals  now  in  existence, 
will  be  equal  to  the  cost  of  their  construction.  If, 
then,  the  making  of  these  works  has  been  premature 
or  improvident,  in  reference  to  the  means  of  the 
states  that  undertook  them,  and  has  involved  them 
in  pecuniary  embarrassments,  the  national  govern- 
ment should  not  complain  of  an  enterprise  that  has 
placed  these  incalculable  advantages  in  its  hands; 
and,  if  it  cannot  relieve,  will  at  least  sympathise  in 
the  misfortunes  which  have  resulted  from  such  efforts. 

The  report  from  the  ordnance  office  exhihits  the 
measures  which  have  been  taken  for  the  armament  of 
fortifications,  and  the  forts  which  have  been  wholly 
or  partially  armed.  This  object  will  be  steadily  and 
vigorously  pursued,  to  the  extent  of  the  means  pro- 
vided by  congress.  The  estimate  for  that  purpose 
is  the  amount  originally  contemplated  as  being  ne- 
cessary to  the  completion  of  the  armaments  as  ra-' 
pidly  as  the  nature  of  the  service  would  permit.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of 
the  object,  no  reduction  of  the  estimate  will  be  made. 

The  attention  of  congress  has,  for  the  last  ten 
years,  been  repeatedly  invoked  to  the  necessity  of  a 
foundry  for  cannon,  belonging  to,  and  under  the 
charge  of  the  government;  but,  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  the  great  expense  which  it  was  supposed 
would  be  incurred  by  such  an  establishment,  or  from 
a doubt  of  its  necessity,  nothing  has  as  yet  been  done 
towards  its  accomplishment.  Believing  that  a plan 
might  be  devised  on  a much  more  limited  scale  of  ex- 
pense, which  would  attain  the  principal  objects  in 
view,  the  ordnance  bureau  was  directed  to  consider 
and  mature  such  a plan,  and  estimate  the  cost  of  its 
execution.  The  accompanying  report,  (No.  12),  from 
that  bureau  presents  such  a plan,  explains  the  im- 
portant use  which  the  public  service  would  derive 
from  its  adoption,  and  furnishes  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  its  execution.  Some  additional  views  in  its 
favor  are  presented  in  the  accompanying  letter  of  the 
chief  engineer.  I cannot  hesitate  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend its  execution.  It  is  known  that  there  are  some 
hundreds  of  different  kinds  of  iron  produced  from 
our  mines,  of  various  qualities,  and  adapted  to  dif- 
ferent uses.  While  one  species  may  be  valuable  for 
many  purposes,  it  is  utterly  unfit  for  others.  It  is 
supposed,  also,  that  its  value  may  depend  much  on 
the  kind  of  fuel  used  in  its  fabrication.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  experiments  necessary  to  determine 
these  and  various  other  matters  connected  with  the 
manufacture  of  cannon  of  the  best  quality  can  be 
made  at  private  expense.  Nor,  if  they  were,  could 
such  entire  reliance  be  placed  on  their  results  as  if 
they  had  been  conducted  by  disinterested  public  of- 
ficers. Besides,  the  government  is  almost  exclusive- 
ly the  purchaser  of  the  article,  and  has  the  deepest 
interest  in  its  quality.  It  is,  therefore,  peculiarly  its 
interest  as  well  as  duty  to  assist,  by  all  proper  means, 
the  manufacture,  in  the  cheapest  manner,  of  the  best 
material.  The  experience  already  obtained  of  the 
great  improvement  in  our  small  arms,  effected  by  the 
operations  of  the  national  armories,  affords  the  best 
guarantee  that  similar  results  will  attend  the  employ- 
ment of  similar  means  in  the  construction  of  cannon. 
As  it  is  not  proposed  to  take  the  business  into  the 
hands  of  the  government  exclusively,  but  to  con- 
tinue the  purchase  of  cannon  from  private  establish- 
ments, the  expense  of  executing  the  plan  will  be 
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comparatively  unimportant.  The  foundry  may  be 
connected  with  one  of  our  arsenals,  so  as  to  be  under 
the  charge  of  officers  already  in  the  public  service, 
by  which  the  cost  of  its  construction  and  supervi- 
sion may  be  essentially  diminished.  Admonished,  as 
we  are,  by  the  efforts  of  other  nations  to  improve  the 
weapons  of  destruction,  it  would  seem  that  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  the  necessary  incipient  measures — 
to  select  and  purchase  a site  for  a foundry,  on  the 
limited  scale  suggested,  but  capable  of  expansion 
according  to  future  exigencies;  and  it  is  therefore 
hoped  that  the  sum  estimated  for  that  purpose  will 
be  appropriated  at  the  coming  session  of  congress. 

In  the  report  from  this  department  submitted  to 
congress  with  the  president’s  message  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  objections  to  the  civil  superintendency  of 
the  national  armories  were  fully  stated,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  dispensing  with  such  agencies,  was  forcibly 
urged.  A board  of  very  competent  citizens  was  ap- 
pointed, on  the  19th  of  August  last,  to  examine  the 
armory  at  Springfield,  and  their  very  able  report 
fully  justifies  the  objections  that  had  been  thus  made. 
It  shows,  what  might  indeed  have  been  expected, 
that  the  immediate  and  direct  responsibility  secured 
by  the  employment  of  the  regular  officers  having 
charge  of  every  other  branch  of  the  military  service, 
was  wanting  in  this,  aud  that  it  could  not  be  attained 
so  long  as  a person  was  employed  as  superintendent 
who  did  not  feel  his  obligations  to  his  superior  of- 
ficers. System  and  regularity  in  the  hours  of  labor, 
are  as  essential  in  this  as  in  any  other  workshop. — 
The  9th  section  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1815,  and 
which  section  is  still  in  force,  places  the  different 
public  armories  under  the  direction  of  the  ordnance 
department,  in  order  “to  ensure  system  and  unifor- 
mity in  their  operations.”  There  were  officers  of 
that  department  who  could  be  spared  from  other 
service  to  take  charge  of  the  armories,  and  they 
were  detailed  for  that  purpose  by  the  head  of  this 
department  who  immediately  preceded  the  present 
incumbent.  Believing  this  arrangement  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  finding  its  pro- 
priety confirmed  by  the  evidence  afforded  by  the 
report  already  mentioned,  it  has  been  adhered  to. 
The  office  of  superintendent,  therefore,  has  been  left 
vacant  from  a consideration  of  its  being  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  positively  injurious  to  the  public  in- 
terest; and  because  the  duties  of  the  place  could  be 
better  discharged  by  officers  already  in  the  pay  of 
the  government.  The  abolition  of  the  office  is  re- 
spectfully recommended. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  suggestion 
in  the  report  of  the  ordnance  office,  respecting  a mo- 
dification of  the  act  of  1808,  in  relation  to  the  distri- 
bution of  small  arms  to  the  several  states.  Great 
inequalities  exist,  and  great  injustice  is  done  to  many 
of  the  states  in  the  present  mode.  The  recommenda- 
tions in  the  report  relating  to  an  increase  of  force  in 
the  office,  and  the  regulation  of  the  pay  of  the  clerks, 
will  doubtless  receive  the  consideration  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

The  proceedings  of  the  ordnance  board  in  revis- 
ing and  amending  the  armament  of  the  troops,  are 
stated  in  the  report.  The  advantage  already  derived 
from  the  information  acquired  by  the  officers  who 
were  sent  to  Europe  has  evinced  the  wisdom  of  that 
measure. 

The  danger  to  the  populous  places  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  stores  of  gunpowder  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  hazard  to  which  those  stores  are  ex- 
posed by  such  contiguity,  suggested  the  propriety  of 
an  inquiry  whether  a depot  for  the  reserved  powder, 
not  wanted  for  ordinary  uses,  might  not  be  established 
in  some  spot  where  it  would  be  as  secure  as  human 
art  could  render  it,  and  where  in  case  of  explosion, 
the  least  possible  injury  would  be  produced.  A board 
of  officers  was  accordingly  appointed  to  make  such 
inquiry;  whose  report  is  herewith  submitted,  (No.  13) 
and  the  adoption  of  the  measures  suggested  by  them 
is  respectfully  recommended. 

The  quartermaster  general’s  report  exhibits  the 
very  extensive  operations  of  that  department  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  efficiency  and  energy  with 
which  they  have  been  prosecuted.  They  embrace  so 
much  of  detail  as  to  preclude  an  enumeration  of  them 
in  this  paper.  The  various  recommendations  which 
are  made  by  the  distinguished  officer  at  the  head  of 
that  department,  will  doubtless  receive  all  the  consi- 
deration which  is  due  to  the  suggestions  of  great  ex- 
perience and  high  military  talent.  Among  those  which 
appear  to  the  undersigned  as  most  deserving  immedi- 
ate attention  are  tiie  following: 

The  recommendations  of  a military  road  within  our 
acknowledged  limits,  to  supply  subsistence  and  other 
stores  to  Forts  Kent  and  Fairfield,  in  the  state  of 
Maine.  Circumstances  of  a peculiar  character  seem 
to  demand  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  work. 

The  establishment  of  a strong  fort  at  Fort  Brady, 
with  commodious  barracks,  commanding  the  com- 


munication with  Lake  Superior,  seems  also  indispen- 
sable. 

And  a post  on  the  Missouri  frontier,  south  of  Fort 
Leavenworth,  is  necessary,  in  connection  with  the 
plan  of  defence  for  that  portion  of  our  territory. 

The  propriety  of  commencing  the  erection  of  per- 
manent works  in  the  keys  or  on  the  peninsula  of  Flo- 
rida, is  strongly  presented. 

Of  the  utility  of  opening  and  improving  some,  if 
not  all,  the  interior  communications  mentioned  in  the 
report,  at  some  time,  there  probaby  can  be  little  doubt; 
whether  that  time  has  arrived,  will  be  for  the  wisdom 
of  congress  to  decide. 

The  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  offi- 
cers, alluded  to  in  the  same  report,  is  unquestionably 
a great  and  growing  evil.  A report  from  the  second 
auditor  has  been  made,  pursuant  to  a call  from  this 
department,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  are  1,173 
accounts  remaining  in  his  office  unsettled;  of  which 
ten  were  presented  prior  to  1839,  four  in  that  year, 
sixteen  in  1840,  and  1,143  in  1841.  A similar  re 
port  from  the  third  auditor  shows  that  there  are 
1,814  accounts  in  his  office  unsettled;  of  which  257 
were  presented  prior  to  1839,  373  in  that  year,  436 
in  1840,  738  in  1841.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause 
of  this  delay,  (which  is  believed  not  to  be  in  any 
want  of  efficiency  in  the  auditors  or  their  clerks,  but 
rather  in  the  increased  amount  of  business,  and  the 
more  frequent  calls  for  information),  its  existence  is 
most  injurious  to  the  government,  and  often  ruinous 
to  the  individuals  concerned.  If  the  remedy  is  to 
be  found  in  an  increase  of  force  in  those  offices,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  its  prompt  appli- 
cation. 

The  change  in  the  mode  of  accounting  for  property 
in  the  hands  of  officers,  suggested  in  the  same  report, 
is  earnestly  recommended,  as  equally  necessary  to  the 
protection  of  the  government  and'  the  security  of  its 
agents.  Such  a change  will  do  much  to  diminish  the 
labors  of  the  auditors’  offices. 

The  claims  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  called 
into  service  in  Florida,  in  1839,  by  the  governor  of 
that  territory,  seem  to  be  just.  There  is  a difficulty, 
however,  in  directing  their  payment  by  this  depart- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  only  appropriation  on 
the  subject — that  made  by  the  act  of  September  9, 
1841 — being,  by  its  reference  to  the  act  of  1836,  limit- 
ed to  such  militia  as  were  called  into  service  under  the 
authority  of  the  war  department.  Although  such  au- 
thority was  given  for  a larger  number  than  was  actu- 
ally raised,  yet  the  troops  in  question  seem  not  to  have 
been  called  into  service  under  it,  but  under  an  act 
of  the  territorial  legislature,  and  were  not  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  case  re- 
quires the  interposition  of  congress,  as  well  to  defray 
the  charges  for  subsistence,  as  to  provide  for  the  pay 
of  the  troops;  and  it  is  hoped  that  no  objections  of  a 
merely  technical  character  will  prevent  full  justice 
being  done  to  the  militia  who  obeyed  the  call  of  the 
governor. 

The  strong  appeal  made  by  the  quartermaster  gene- 
ral to  the  justice  of  the  country  to  redeem  the  pledge 
given  by  him  to  the  Creeks,  as  a consideration  for 
their  removal  to  the  west,  and  of  their  raising  a regi- 
ment of  warriors  who  served  faithfully  in  Florida, 
cannot  be  resisted  consistently  with  any  regard  for 
those  principles  which  it  is  the  object  of  our  institu- 
tions to  maintain.  Infidelity  to  our  engagements,  and 
a refusal  to  enumerate  faithful  service,  will  not  in- 
crease either  the  confidence  or  respect  of  the  Indians 
who  have  relied  on  our  honor.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that 
the  subject  will  be  examined,  and  full  justice  rendered 
by  the  competent  authority. 

The  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  con- 
struction and  improvement  of  the  fortifications  at  the 
different  harbors  on  the  sea  coast  will  be  seen  from 
the  report  of  the  chief  engineer.  The  means  for 
these  purposes  having  been  appropriated  at  the  ex- 
tra session  of  congress,  but  little  time  has  been  given 
for  their  employment.  Still,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
works  have  been  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  that  pro- 
bably more  than  was  contemplated  has  been  accom- 
plished. 

It  will  be  seen  that  some  of  the  most  important 
works  for  the  defence  of  the  harbor  of  New  York 
cannot  be  continued,  for  want  of  the  appropriations 
that  were  recommended  at  the  late  session.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  consequence,  to  the  protection  of  that  city, 
that  prompt  and  decisive  action  should  be  had  upon 
the  subject. 

The  same  report  shows  what  has  been  done  toward 
the  completion  of  the  various  improvements,  and  the 
continuation  of  roads  heretofore  undertaken  by  the 
government,  and  in  charge  of  the  engineer  depart- 
ment. The  want  of  appropriations  has  arrested  these 
works  and  exposed  some  of  them  to  the  inevitable 
injuries  consequent  upon  their  being  left  in  an  unfi- 
nished state.  Every  consideration  of  policy  and 
justice  seems  to  require  that  these  should  no  longer 
remain,  either  as  memorials  of  any  improvidence  in 


undertaking  them,  or  of  an  instability  of  purpose 
which  refuses  to  prosecute  works  of  unquestioned 
usefulness.  If  any  of  them  are  of  such  a character 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  completed,  they  should  be 
discontinued  directly  and  unequivocally;  and  those 
which  are  worthy  the  enterprise  of  a liberal  and  pa- 
ternal government,  should  be  vigorously  prosecuted 
and  finished. 

The  conditian  of  the  military  aca  lemy  at  West 
Point  is  exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer 
and  in  that  of  the  board  of  visiters,  selected  from  the 
different  portions  of  the  United  States,  to  scrutinise 
all  its  affairs.  There  is  great  reason  to  congratu- 
late the  country  upon  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  persevering  efforts  of  congress  to  furnish  the 
means  of  military  instruction  to  our  youth,  and  of 
preserving  and  improving  that  science  upon  which 
our  safety  in  war  must  at  all  times  depend.  In  an 
age  remarkable  for  the  extent  to  which  human  inven- 
tions, in  all  departments,  have  been  carried,  and  in 
which  the  art  of  war  has  undergone  essential  modi- 
fications, from  the  introduction  of  new  agents  and  the 
improvement  of  those  previously  existing,  it  would 
indeed  be  a reproach  to  the  intelligence  of  our  coun- 
try, and  a reflection  upon  the  tendencies  of  our  free 
institutions,  if  we  refused  or  neglected  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  give  to 
the  bravery  of  our  citizens  the  aid  of  that  science 
which  is  alone  necessary  to  render  them  equal  to  the 
skilful  cohorts  that  may  be  sent  to  our  shores  by  a 
European  nation.  The  time  has  long  since  passed, 
if  it  ever  existed,  when  mere  valor  could  compete 
with  discipline  and  science.  If  education  be  ne- 
cessary to  prepare  for  any  profession,  surely  that 
of  arms  cannot  be  an  exception.  As  it  is,  in  its  nature, 
one  that  cannot  derive  any  support  from  private  in- 
terests or  individual  employment,  but  is  wholly  pub- 
lic in  its  uses,  the  provision  for  acquiring  it  must  be 
made  by  the  government,  or  it  will  not  be  made  at 
all,  or  not  in  a manner  and  to  an  extent  adequate  to 
the  exigency. 

By  imparting  the  highest  degree  of  military  science 
to  the  young  men  -who  are  annually  sent  forth  from 
the  academy,  the  country  gains  not  only  a large  num- 
ber of  accomplished  individuals,  but  the  information 
which  they  possess  becomes  diffused  among  the  body 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  furnishes  aliment  for 
the  improvement  of  the  militia.  Indeed,  that  sure, 
ultimate  resource,  in  any  conflict  in  which  we  may  be 
engaged,  will  be  indebted  for  its  advancement  more  to 
the  establishment  of  an  institution  in  which  the  mili- 
tary knowledge  of  the  world  is  collected,  preserved, 
and  taught,  than  to  any  one  other  cause.  The  spirit 
which  would  denounce  such  a reservoir  of  science 
and  seminary  of  instruction,  would  proscribe  the 
books,  the  maps,  charts,  mathematical  instruments, 
and  all  other  means  and  appliances  by  which  the 
greatest  amount  of  efficiency  is  given  to  physical  force 
and  intellectual  strength. 

The  improvements  recommended  by  the  board  of 
visiters,  which  are  within  the  competency  of  this 
department,  will  receive  the  careful  consideration 
to  which  the  high  source  from  which  they  emanate 
entitles  them.  Those  which  depend  on  the  action  of 
congress,  it  is  hoped,  will  meet  the  favor  of  that  body. 

The  suggestion  that  provision  be  made  for  an  addi- 
tional instructer,  who  may  x’elieve  the  chaplain  from 
some  of  his  present  duties,  that  he  may  devote  more 
time  to  the  moral  instruction  of  the  pupils,  will  com- 
mend itself  to  every  mind  that  reflects  on  the  dangers 
to  which  they  are  exposed  in  consequence  of  their  be- 
ing “separated  from  the  wholesome  restraints  of 
friends  and  kindred,  and  deprived  of  parental  guid- 
ance.” 

The  remarks  of  the  visiters  on  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  new  and  enlarged  barracks,  as  well  for 
the  health  as  the  intellectual  improvement  of  the 
cadets,  present  the  subject  so  strongly  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  any  further  observations  in  their  support, 
except  the  expression  of  the  decided  concurrence  of 
this  department  in  a recommendation  that  has  alrea- 
dy been  strenuously  urged  upon  the  attention  of  con- 
gress. 

The  course  of  instruction  at  West  Point  is,  how- 
ever imperfect  in  one  essential  particular — the  means 
of  acquiring  practical  knowledge  of  the  duties  of 
sappers,  miners  and  pontoniers.  Although  it  is  not 
probable  that,  in  any  war  in  which  this  country  may 
be  engaged,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  attack  many 
other  fortifications  than  such  as  may  be  captured 
from  us  by  an  enemy;  yet,  while  the  knowledge  re- 
ferred to  would  be  indispensable  even  for  such  a pur- 
pose, the  defence  of  such  places  equally  requires 
that  we  should  understand  the  means  by  which  they 
would  be  assailed,  that  we  may  be  prepared  to  coun- 
teract them.  But  in  any  warfare  which  should  be 
carried  on  upon  our  territory,  the  most  effectual 
means  of  crossing  streams  by  the  construction  of 
bridges,  or  otherwise,  with  the  greatest  expedition,  of 
embarrassing  an  enemy  in  his  march  or  retreat,  and 
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of  protecting  our  own  forces,  would  bo  elements  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  like  all  other  operations 
of  human  agency,  they  are  to  be  improved  and  per- 
fected only  by  the  combination  of  science  with  prac- 
tical experience.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  these 
considerations,  with  those  so  powerfully  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  chief  engineer,  and  those  so  repeatedly 
urged  by  my  predecessors,  will  induce  congress  to 
make  the  necessary  appropriation  for  the  establish- 
ment, at  West  Point,  of  a corps  of  sappers,  miners, 
and  pontoniers. 

The  report  of  the  officer  having  charge  of  the  bu- 
reau of  topographical  engineers,  affords  us  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  great  ability  and  useful- 
ness of  that  corps.  Having  been  very  recently  orga- 
nized, and  not  being  furnished  with  means  for  any 
extensive  operations  until  within  the  past  year,  its 
capacity  and  utility,  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  fully 
developed.  The  surveys  of  the  mouth  of  the  Suwa- 
nee,  of  the  boundary  line  between  us  and  Texas,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  Red  river,  and  of  the  Des 
Moines  and  Iowa  rivers,  have  been  completed,  while 
the  most  difficult  part  of  the  boundary  between 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin  has  been  finished.  The  sur- 
veys of  the  lakes,  and  that  of  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary, are  in  progress.  The  measures  preparatory  to 
active  operations  for  the  removal  of  the  Red  river  raft 
are  detailed  in  the  report,  and  that  important  work 
will  be  prosecuted  with  vigor. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  works  for  the  im- 
sprovement  of  harbors  already  authorised  have  been 
arranged  into  two  classes:  first,  those  of  great  impor- 
tance and  immediate  necessity;  and  second,  those  of 
perhaps  equal  importance,  but  in  respect  to  which 
there  are  no  peculiar  circumstances  so  urgent  for 
speedy  action  as  in  the  first  class.  The  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding gradually,  with  a due  regard  to  economy  and 
the  condition  of  the  treasury,  and  with  reference  to 
the  just  and  equal  claims  of  the  different  portions  of 
the  country,  will  it  is  believed,  be  more  likely  to  ac- 
•complish  a greater  amount  of  the  desired  improve- 
ment than  any  other  mode. 

The  total  estimates  for  the  works  of  the  first  class 
is  #575,000,  while  the  very  moderate  sum  of  #30,000 
is  asked  to  preserve  those  ofthe  second  class  from  de- 
cay. It  should  not  be  inferred  that  any  intention  ex- 
ists of  abandoning  many  most  valuable  and  important 
works,  for  which  no  specific  estimates  are  submitted, 
j On  the  contrary,  the  very  recommendation  to  pre- 
’ serve  them  proceeds  from  a desire  for  their  comple- 
tion at  the  proper  time,  and  in  due  course,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  principles  before  stated. 

The  works  for  which  specific  estimates  are  submit- 
ted are  upon  the  Atlantic  and  lake  coasts,  of  which 
by  far  the  largest  amount  is  for  the  former. 

While  justice  is  thus  done  to  the  maritime  frontier, 
in  the  improvement  of  its  harbors  and  in  the  provi- 
sions for  its  military  and  naval  defences,  the  exceed- 
ingly important  and  rapidly  increasing  commerce  of 
the  lakes  is  fairly  entitled  to  consideration  and  assis- 
tance, by  rendering  accessible  the  harbors  universal- 
ly obstructed  by  natural  impediments,  and  by  afford- 
ing light  houses  for  a hazardous  navigation.  At  the 
present  time,  this  commerce,  based  on  the  produc- 
tions of  seven  states  and  one  territory,  must  annually 
exceed  #25,000,000;  and  as  it  expands  and  increases 
it  will  give  additional  value  to  the  public  domain, 
which  will  soon  add  its  tributary  streams  to  the  great 
tide  of  internal  trade  that  flows  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Atlantic. 

Having  now  two  corps  of  officers,  composed  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  highest  scientific  acquirements,  com- 
bined with  much  experience,  there  can  no  longer  be 
any  reasons  for  making  appropriations  to  improve 
harbors  or  rivers,  in  the  absence  of  full  and  accurate 
information  from  those  equally  competent  and  disin- 
terested. I concur,  therefore,  entirely  in  the  remark 
made  by  a predecessor  in  1839,  that  the  whole  system 
may  be  brought  into  deserved  disrepute,  unless  ex- 
aminations are  directed,  and  reports  had,  previous  to 
any  appropriations  for  such  purposes. 

The  report  of  the  paymaster  general  and  the  act- 
ing surgeon  general,  show  the  operations  of  those  de- 
partments and  the  activity  that  prevails  in  them. 

The  reports  of  the  commissary  general  of  subsis- 
tence exhibits  several  gratifying  results.  The  ex- 
pense for  subsistence  wiilbe  considerably  diminished 
the  ensuing  year.  There  has  been  great  promptness 
in  the  rendering  of  their  accounts  by  the  disbursing 
officers,  and  in  the  settlement  of  those  of  the  army 
and  special  contractors;  and  not  a cent  has  been  lost 
during  the  year  through  the  regular  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  department,  or  its  temporary  agents. 

The  report  of  the  commissary  of  purchases  con- 
tains the  usual  statements  of  the  quantity  of  materials 
of  clothing  on  hand  and  procured  during  the  year,  the 
quantity  made  up,  and  the  balance  remaining;  the 
quantity  of  each  of  the  different  articles  made  up  at 
the  clothing  establishment  and  issued,  and  the  quan- 
tity cn  hand;  and  the  quantity  of  clothing,  and  of 


camp  and  garrison  equipage  on  hand  and  purchased 
during  the  year,  the  quantity  issued  and  the  balance 
on  hand.  There  is  also  a statement  of  the  compara- 
tive cost  ofthe  different  articles  of  clothing,  &c.  for 
the  last  three  years,  from  w'hich  it  appears  there  has 
been  a reduction  in  the  cost  of  nearly  all  of  them 
during  the  last  year. 

Deeming  the  establishment  of  a clothing  bureau  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  conflict  with  the  provision 
of  the  act  of  May,  1826,  by  which  the  quartermaster’s 
department  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  receiving  from 
the  purchasing  department,  and  distributing  to  the 
army,  all  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 

| it  has  been  discontinued,  and  its  business  will  here- 
after be  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  quar- 
termaster general.  By  this  arrangement  a more  ef- 
, fectual  accountability  is  secured, 
i From  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions, 
it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  last  year,  the  number 
of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  has  diminished  more  than 
I one  third,  the  greatest  proportion  having  occurred 
among  the  invalids,  the  revolutionary  pensioners  un- 
der the  act  of  1818,  and  the  widows  of  certain  per- 
sons who  served  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  under 
1 the  act  of  1838.  The  whole  number  of  all  descrip- 
| tions,  on  the  rolls  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  re- 
port, was  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-four.  The  whole  number  at  present  is  twen- 
ty-six thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-one,  of  whom 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  five  are  invalids;  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  receive  pen- 
sions under  the  act  of  1818;  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  under  the  act  of  1828;  sixteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  under  the  act  of  1832;  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  three  under  the  act  of  1836; 
and  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  widows  under  the 
act  of  1838. 

The  vexatious  operation  of  the  act  of  1838,  which 
requires  pensions,  unclaimed  for  eight  months,  to  be 
returned  to  the  treasury,  has  heretofore  been  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  congress,  and  I cannot 
j but  concur  in  the  recommendation  for  its  repeal. 

I cannot  refrain  ffom  calling  attention  to  the  case 
of  the  wounded  Cherokee  Indians,  to  whom  the  faith 
of  the  nation  was  pledged  by  the  14th  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  of  the  29th  December, 
1835,  to  provide  pensions  to  such  as  were  engaged  on 
the  side  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  the  southern  tribes  of  Indians,  and 
who  were  wounded  in  such  service.  The  few  who 
j remain  have  applied  in  vain  to  the  pension  office  for 
the  promised  remuneration;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
justice,  although  tardy,  will  now  be  rendered  to  them. 

From  the  report  of  the  late  first  clerk  of  the  boun- 
ty land  office,  it  appears  that  about  twenty  claims 
[ for  warrants,  for  revolutionary  services,  have  been 
filed  and  duly  established  since  the  1st  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1840,  on  which  day  the  last  law  for  extending  the 
time  for  issuing  warrants  of  that  class  expired;  and 
that  one  hundred  and  fourteen  claims  for  warrants  on 
account  of  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  have  been  deposited  and  established, 
although  the  act  authorising  such  warrants  expired  on 
the  26th  day  of  May,  1839.  By  the  report  from  the 
same  officer,  for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1839,  it  appears  that  thirteen  claims  of  a similar  cha- 
racter were  presented  and  substantiated  in  that  year, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  act;  and  by  a like  report, 
for  the  year  1840,  it  appears  that  seventy-six  claims 
were  exhibited  and  established  during  that  year,  un- 
der the  same  expired  act;  making  the  total  number 
thus  established,  up  to  the  15th  November  last,  two 
hundred  and  three.  The  authority  for  issuing  these 
warrants  having  expired,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  on 
what  ground  the  claims  have  been  received  and  in- 
vestigated, or  the  legal  validity  of  any  proofs  that 
may  have  been  taken  since  that  authority  ceased. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  claims  for  services 
rendered  in  the  war  ofthe  revolution.  The  attention 
of  congress  having  been  repeatedly  called  to  the  fact, 
that  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  both  these  descrip- 
tions of  claims  had  become  obsolete,  and  no  act  re- 
viving them  having  been  passed,  the  utility  of  main- 
taining a distinct  bureau  for  their  examination  was 
not  perceived;  and  whatever  business  remains  to  be 
done,  has  been  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the 
commissioner  of  pensions,  with  his  assent. 

It  would  be  a dereliction  of  duty  to  omit  calling 
the  attention  of  congress  to  a subject  to  which  it  has 
been  so  often  invited  by  a predecessor  in  this  depart- 
ment, namely,  the  insecurity  and  inconvenience  of 
the  buildings  in  which,  for  want  of  room  in  the  war 
office,  the  offices  of  the  paymaster  general,  of  the 
ordnance  bureau,  of  the  chief  military  engineer,  of 
the  topographical  engineers,  and  the  commissioner  of 
pensions  are  kept.  Models,  surveys,  maps,  reports, 
and  various  documents  of  incalculable  value,  belong- 
ing to  those  bureaus,  are  imminently  exposed.  Some 
immediate  provision  for  a suitable  building  seems  in- 
dispensable. 


By  a joint  resolution  of  congress,  approved  Febru- 
ary 13,  1839,  the  secretary  of  war  was  authorised  to 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  island  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi  rivers;  and  to 
report  his  proceedings  to  congress,  subject  to  their 
approval  or  rejection.  On  the  12th  March,  1839,  the 
contract  was  made,  and  the  sum  of  #12,000  agreed  to 
be  paid.  As  the  property  is  deemed  necessary  for 
military  purposes,  being  adjacent  to  Fort  Snelling, 
an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  its  purchase  has 
been  submitted,  in  a form  which  will  relieve  the  sub- 
ject of  all  difficulty  respecting  the  title  to  the  land, 
by  leaving  it  to  the  proper  department  to  ascertain 
the  persons  entitled  to  the  purchase  money.  A com- 
munication of  my  immediate  predecessor  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  2d 
September,  1841,  will  furnish  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  in  the  possession  ol  this  department. 

Pursuant  to  the  appropriation  in  the  act  of  Septem- 
ber 9,  1841 , for  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting  a 
suitable  site  on  the  western  waters  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  armory,  a board  of  officers,  con- 
sisting of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Long,  of  the  topographical  engineers, 
and  Surgeon  General  Lawson,  has  been  appointed  to 
make  the  necessary  examinations.  They  are  now 
engaged  in  that  duty,  and  their  report  on  the  subject 
will  be  laid  before  you,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  received. 

The  report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs 
presents  much  valuable  information  concerning  the 
very  important  matters  in  charge  of  that  bureau. — 
The  absence  of  the  commissioner  in  the  negotiation 
of  a treaty,  when  the  undersigned  was  called  to  the 
department  of  war  and  for  some  time  afterward,  toge- 
ther with  the  very  short  time  allowed  for  the  exami- 
nation and  consideration  of  the  various  and  compli- 
cated relations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  will  account 
for  the  omission,  in  this  report,  of  views  and  opinions 
which  might  be  otherwise  expected.  Believing  it  to 
J be  a branch  of  the  public  service  requiring  peculiar 
i attention  and  mature  deliberation,  it  will  not  cease  to 
engage  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  improve  its  ad- 
ministration, and  promote  the  interests  of  the  help- 
less people  who  are  the  objects  of  its  care;  and,  if 
occasion  should  require  any  suggestions  for  those  pur- 
j poses,  they  will  hereafter  be  the  subject  of  a special 
report. . 

j The  amendments  made  by  the  president  and  senate 
j to  the  treaty  with  the  Miami  tribe,  were  assented  to 
by  them  in  the  month  of  June  last;  thus  extinguishing 
the  Indian  title  to  lands  throughout  the  whole  state 
of  Indiana.  An  arrangement  has  also  been  made 
with  the  Saganaw  Indians,  by  which  certain  omis- 
sions in  the  treaty  of  1837  have  been  supplied,  and 
the  cession  of  their  lands  intended  to  be  embraced  in 
it,  has  been  completed. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  congress,  a treaty  has 
been  concluded  with  some  of  the  bands  of  the  Sioux, 
for  lands  not  included  in  any  previous  negotiation, 
and  another  has  been  made  with  the  half-breeds  of 
the  Sioux,  for  a session  of  the  lands  set  apart  to  them 
by  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  held  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1838. 

A treaty  is  now  negotiating  with  the  Wyandots  for 
their  lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  which,  it  is  believed, 
will  soon  be  brought  to  a conclusion.  The  attempt 
to  negotiate  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  has  utterly 
failed.  As  the  causes  of  this  failure  are  believed  to 
be  temporary,  or  such  as  may  be  removed  by  arrange- 
ments with  other  tribes,  a renewed  effort  will  be 
made  when  a propitious  occasion  shall  offer. 

It  is  a source  of  regret  that  the  information  respect- 
ing the  state  of  the  Indian  schools  is  so  scanty  and 
imperfect.  Few  subjects  commend  themselves  more 
strongly  to  all  our  sympathies  as  men  and  Christians, 
than  the  education  and  'civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes;  and  so  far  as  depends  on  this  department,  the 
obligations  resulting  from  the  provisions  made  in  va- 
rious treaties  for  that  purpose,  and  from  the  appro- 
priations by  congress,  shall  be  faithfully  discharged. 

The  recommendation  of  the  commissioner  to  revive 
the  investigation  into  the  claims  arising  under  the 
14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek, 
and  that  proposing  that  authority  should  be  given  for 
the  sale  of  lands  at  once,  upon  their  being  ceded,  on 
which  buildings  have  been  erected,  or  improvements 
have  been  made  by  the  United  States,  are  respect- 
fully commended  to  the  consideration  of  congress. 

The  condition  of  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing 
agents  demands  prompt  attention.  There  appear  to 
be  large  balances  against  some  of  those  agents,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  entitled  to  credits  of  equal  amounts 
for  expenditures,  but  which  credits  cannot  be  allow- 
ed under  existing  laws  in  consequence  of  the  sums 
thus  expended  being  taken  from  other  funds.  Some 
law  like  that  suggested  by  the  commissioner,  autho- 
rising transfers  of  appropriations,  seems  indispensa- 
ble; and  the  interest  of  government  as  well  as  of  the 
agents,  requires  that  it  should  be  passed  as  speedily 
as  possible. 
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Measures  have  been  taken  to  execute  the  act  of 
1834,  in  relation  to  intrusions  on  Indian  lands,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  sale  of  liquor  and  unlicens- 
ed trading,  which  it  is  hoped  may  prove  successful. 
Respectfully  submitted', 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

December  9.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  of  Michigan,  ap- 
peared in  his  seat. 

On  motion  the  34th  rule  of  the  senate  was  so  far 
suspended  as  to  admit  the  chair  to  appoint  the  stand- 
ing committees. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday,  12  o’clock. 

December  13.  Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  appear- 
ed in  his  place  to-day. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  covering  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  made  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  se- 
nate of  the  3d  of  March  last,  showing  the  compara- 
tive condition  of  the  public  defences.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  president  of  the  senate  laid  before  that  body 
a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  made  according 
to  law,  showing  the  incidental  and  contingent  expen- 
ses of  that  deparment  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1841.  Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  exhibit- 
ing the  contingent  expenses  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  and  navy  commissioners’  offices;  which  were 
severally  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mangum  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would  introduce  a resolution  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a committee  to  investigate  or  regulate 
the  public  printing. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, stating  that  it  had  passed  a resolution  ap- 
pointing on  its  part  a committee  of  three  members  to 
direct  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  congress. 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  that  the  resolution  be  concurred 
in;  which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  at  the  same  time  a desire  that 
he  might  not  be  appointed  on  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  senate,  as  he  desired  to  be  relieved  from 
the  duties.  He  would  move  that  the  chair  appoint 
the  committee;  which  motion  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
chaplain.  Whole  number  of  votes  given,  thirty-four; 
of  which  number  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuston  received  28; 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  3;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke  2;  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Bulfinch  1.  The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  14.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid 
before  the  body  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  2d 
March,  1831,  in  relation  to  certain  insolvent  debtors 
of  the  United  States. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  made 
agreeably  to  law,  acompanied  by  abstracts  of  the  ex-  ■ 
penditures  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  department 
and  its  offices  for  the  year  1841. 

The  president  of  the  senate  announced  the  follow- 
ing as  the  standing  committees  of  the  2d  session  of 
27th  congress: 

On  foreign  relations — Mr.  Rives,  chairman,  Preston, 
Buchanan,  Tallmadge,  Choate. 

On  finance — Mr.  Evans,  chairman,  Berrien,  Wood- 
bury, Mangum,  Bayard. 

On  commerce — Mr.  Huntington,  chairman,  Wood- 
bridge,  King,  Barrow,  Wright. 

On  manufactures — Mr.  Simmons,  chairman,  Archer, 
Miller,  Buchanan,  Morehead. 

On  agriculture — Mr.  Linn,  chairman,  Bates,  Bar- 
row,  Sturgeon,  Simmons. 

On  military  affairs — Mr.  Preston,  chairman,  Mer- 
rick, Benton,  Archer,  Pierce. 

On  the  militia — Mr.  Phelps,  chairman,  Fulton, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Williams,  McRoberts. 

On  naval  affairs — Mr.  Mangum,  chairman,  Archer, 
Williams,  Choate,  Bayard. 

On  public  lands — Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  chairman, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Huntington,  Prentiss. 

On  private  land  claims — Mr.  Henderson,  chairman, 
Linn,  Tappan,  Fulton,  Dixon. 

On  Indian  affairs — Mr.  Morehead,  chairman,  White, 
Sevier,  Phelps,  Benton. 

On  claims — Mr.  Graham,  chairman, Wright,  Wood- 
bury, Woodbridge,  Phelps. 

Oil  revolutionary  claims — Mr.  Dixon,  chairman, 
Clayton,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Allen,  Cuthbert. 

On  the  judiciary — Mr.  Berrien,  chairman,  Clayton, 
Prentiss,  Walker,  Kerr. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Mr.  Merrick,  chair- 
man, Simmons,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Miller. 

On  roads  and  canals — Mr.  Porter,  chairman,  White, 
Young,  King,  Cuthbert. 


On  pensions — Mr.  Bates,  chairman,  Pierce,  Allen, 
Graham,  Sevier. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Mr.  Bayard,  chairman, 
Clayton,  King,  Kerr,  Rives. 

On  patents  and  the  patent  office — Mr.  Prentiss,  chair- 
man, Porter,  Henderson,  Mouton,  Sturgeon. 

On  the  public  buildings — Mr.  Kerr,  chairman,  Ful- 
ton, Evans. 

On  engrossed  bills — Mr.  McRoberts,  chairman,  Mil- 
ler, Sturgeon. 

On  enrolled  bills — Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Williams. 

On  librai-y — Messrs.  Preston,  Tappan  and  Choate. 

On  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate — Mr.  White, 
chairman,  Tappan,  Evans. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  then  presented  and 
referred. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave,  read 
a first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Prentiss:  a bill  to  establish  a board  of  com- 
missioners to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  King:  a bill  to  establish  an  additional  land 
district  in  the  state  of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Williams:  a bill  to  provide  for  settlement 
with  the  state  of  Maine  for  her  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  her  militia. 

By  Mr.  Pierce:  a bill  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  invalid  pensions  of  certain  Cherokee  warriors, 
under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1835. 

By  Mr.  Fulton:  a bill  allowing  drawback  upon  fo- 
reign merchandise  exported  in  the  original  packages 
to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  Berrien:  a bill  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  the  services 
of  her  militia,  called  out  in  cases  of  emergency  to 
suppress  Indian  hostilities. 

By  Mr.  Woodbury:  a bill  for  increasing  the  pay  of 
certain  officers  of  the  revenue  cutter  service  when 
serving  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mv^Mangum  said,  in  accordance  with  the  notice 
he  gaveiybSterday,  he  would  now  present  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved , That  a standing  conynittee  of  the  senate  be 
appointed,  to  whom  shall  be  relerred  every  question  on 
printing  of  documents,  reports  or  other  matter  transmit- 
ted by  either  of  the  executive  departments,  and  all  memo- 
rials, petitions,  accompanying  documents,  together  with 
all  other  matter,  the  printing  of  which  shall  be  moved,  ex- 
cept bills  originating  in  congress,  resolutions  offered  by 
any  senator,  and  motions  to  print,  by  order  of  the  stand- 
ing committees  of  the  senate,  of  reports,  documents  or 
other  matters  pertaining  to  the  subjects  referred  to  such 
committees  by  the  senate;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  committee  on  printing  to  report  in  every  case,  in 
one  day,  or  sooner,  if  practicable. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  that  he  supposed  the  resolution 
would  lie  upon  the  table  one  day.  He  had  made 
some  alteration  in  the  resolution,  which  made  an  ex- 
ception in  favor  of  all  the  regular  business,  reports 
of  bills,  resolutions  of  the  standing  committees,  peti- 
tions, &c.  The  design  of  this  resolution  was  to  sub- 
mit to  the  committee,  to  be  appointed,  such  matters 
as  came  from  the  departments.  It  was  not  courteous 
to  the  standing  committees  that  such  matters  should 
be  referred,  and  for  that  purpose  the  appointment  of 
a standing  committee  had  been  moved.  The  object 
was  to  cut  off  that  branch  of  printing,  a great  deal  of 
which  was  done,  and  which  was  unnecessary  for  the 
country. 

Mr.  King  suggested  that  it  lie  over  and  be  printed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  comiriiitee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  rivers,  by  the  removal  of  snags, 
sunken  trees,  and  other  obstructions  in  their  beds,  which 
annually  destroy  a great  number  of  steamboats  and  other 
water  craft,  and  a vast  amount  of  produce  and  merchan- 
dise. 

Mr.  Mouton  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  inform  the  senate  what  amount  of  public  lands  are 
now  surveyed  and  prepared  for  market  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  Also,  what  amount  of  lands  in  said  state 
have  been  advertised  for  sale  by  proclamation,  and  the 
sales  afterwards  suspended. 

And  then  the  senate,  after  a short  executive  ses- 
sion, adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  9.  [The  following  members  at- 
tended on  Wednesday,  in  addition  to  those  previous- 
ly announced  as  having  attended,  viz:  Messrs.  Saun- 
ders, P.  C.  Caldwell,  Ferris,  McKay,  S.  H.  Butler, 
Mallory,  John  Hastings,  King,  W.  Butler,  Sprigg, 
Baker  and  Egbert.] 

The  hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  member  elect  from 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  vice  the  hon.  John  Ser- 
geant. resigned,  being  introduced  to  the  house  by 
Mr.  Toland,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 


The  following  members  also  appeared:  Messrs.  C. 

J.  Ingersoll,  Eiisha  H.  Allen,  David  Bronson  and 
John  Thompson  Mason. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  submitted  resolutions  pro- 
viding for  the  distribution  of  tho  message  to  the  pro- 
per committees,  upon  which  some  debating  ensued 
which  led  to  no  material  issue.  He  urged  the  im- 
portance to  the  speaker  of  knowing  what  select  com- 
mittees were  to  be  raised. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  that  every  member  knew  what  re- 
gular standing  committees  must  be  raised.  On  that 
point,  therefore,  there  was  no  difficulty.  He  desired 
that  the  speaker  should  first  announce  the  standing 
committees,  and  the  house  could  then  better  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  appointing  special  committees  with 
a view  to  particular  subjects. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  A. 
Dickens,  esq.  secretary,  stating  that  that  body  had 
passed  a resolution  providing  “that  two  chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  elected  to  congress  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  one  by  each  house,  to  inter- 
change  weekly,”  and  asking  the  concurrence  of  the 
house  therein. 

A message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  tlie  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Robert 
Tyler,  esq.  his  secretary. 

Mr.  Clifford  rose  and  addressed  the  chair,  when 
the  speaker  reminded  him  that  debate  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  N.  York  (Mr.  Fillmore) 
was  not  in  order,  they  not  having  been  received. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  house  as  follows: 

“Mr.  Speaker:  I rise  to  perform  the  melancholy 
duty  of  announcing  to  the  house  the  death  of  a re- 
spected colleague,  the  hon.  Henry  Black,  late  a 
member  of  this  house  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  died  on  the  28th  of  November,  of  apoplexy,  at 
his  residence  in  Somerset  county. 

But  a few  months  have  passed  away  since  my  col- 
league from  Adams  was  called  upon  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  predecessor  of  Judge  Black,  the  hon. 
Charles  Ogle.  To_supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Ogle,  Judge  Black  was  elected  by  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  district.  He 
look  his  seat  in  this  house  during  the  late  extra  ses- 
sion at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  but  still  in 
time  to  participate  in  most  of  the  important  measures 
passed  upon  by  congress  during  that  period;  and  al- 
though the  time  allowed  to  him  here  was  too  short 
to  form  a general  acquaintance  with  all  the  members, 
still  all  who  knew  him  must  have  been  favorably  inn  1 
pressed  with  his  deportment.  He  was  mild  and  ami- 
able in  his  temper,  modest  and  unassuming  in  his 
character  and  intercourse,  unyielding  in  his  integri- 
ty, with  principles  firmly  established,  yet  with  a mind 
always  open  to  reason.  Honored  in  early  life  with 
the  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  district,  he  was 
chosen  as  a member  of  the  legislature  of  his  native 
state,  where  he  served  with  honor.  Subsequently  he 
was  appointed  a judge  of  the  court,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  destiny  was  changed  by  those  who  J 
“delighted  to  honor  him,”  by  giving  him  a scat  oil  i 
this  floor,  where  he  has  filled  the  measure  of  his  pub- 
lic service. 

Mr.  Speaker,  while,  in  common  with  my  collea- 
gues, I feel  deeply  sensible  on  the  occasion,  yet  I 
stand  in  a relation  to  the  deceased  peculiar  to  myself.  ji 
He  was  the  companion  of  my  boyhood,  my  acquain-  i 
tance  in  riper  years,  my  friend  in  private  and  my  as-  j. 
sociate  in  public  life.  I knew  his  worth,  and  I feel  j 
his  loss. 

The  day  previous  to  his  death  he  was  in  the  enjoy-  j 
ment  of  usual  health,  with  a fair  prospect  of  a vigor- 
ous old  age,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends, 
expecting  shortly  to  exchange  the  sweets  of  domes- 
tic  enjoyment  for  the  bustle  of  public  life.  But  the 
decree  had  gone  forth;  another  day,  and  he  is  in  the  ,j 
world  of  spirits. 

Thus  suddenly  has  his  family  and  numerous  friends  il 
been  plunged  into  deep  distress  by  the  loss  of  an  af-  |j 
fectionate  husband,  a tender  parent,  and  a devoted  || 
friend.  I will  conclude  by  offering  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house  a resolution  which  I hold  in  my 
hand: 

Resolved , That  this  house  has  heard  with  deep  regret 
the  announcement  of  the  death  of  the  lion.  Henry  ii 
Black,  of  Pennsylvania,  late  a member'of  this  congress,  n 
and  that  the  members  of  this  house  will  testify  their  re-  ; 
spectfor  his  memory  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  ariiij 
for  thirty  days.” 

Which  being  adopted  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Dec.  10.  The  speaker  stated  that  there  i 
were  several  executive  communications  on  his  ta- 
ble, which,  with  the  consent  of  the  house,  he  would 
now  proceed  to  lay  before  it. 

The  speaker  presented  a communication  from  the 
navy  department,  on  the  subject  of  the  expenditures! 
therein,  but  suggested  that  on  reflection  it  would  be 
better  to  let  the  communications  remain  as  they 
were,  until  the  committees  should  have  been  appoint- 
ed, which  suggestion  the  house  adopted. 
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The  speaker  announced  that  the  first  order  of  busi- 
ness would  be  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Care  Johnson  was  understood  to  inquire  of  the 
sneaker  whether  the  special  order  (being  the  consi- 
deration of  the  report  of  tho  select  committee  on 
the  rules)  would  not  come  up  first  in  order. 

The  speaker  said  that  that  business  would  be  strict- 
ly in  order. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  moved  that  the  said  report 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jb-nold  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were  as  follows:  yeas  96,  nays  88. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  with  a view,  he  was  understood 
to  say,  to  give  the  speaker  an  opportunity  of  appoint- 
ing the  committees,  and  thus  completing  the  organi- 
zation of  the  house,  moved  that  when  the  house  ad- 
journ it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cashing  moved,  therefore,  that  the  house  now 
proceed  to  the  election  of  chaplain. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  then  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  chap- 
lain be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  were-  yeas  108,  nays  95. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
house,  in  addition  to  the  standing  committees  provided 
for  by  the  rules,  die  speaker  appoint  the  following  select 
committees  for  the  session,  to  consist  of  nine  members 
each,  to  wit: 

A select  committee  on  the  plan  of  finance  recom- 
mended in  the  president’s  message. 

A select  committee  on  the  appointment  of  repre- 
sentation to  congress. 

A select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  legacy. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  submitted  that  the  resolution 
was  not  now  in  order. 

The  speaker  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  appealed  from  the  decision,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

When  the  question,  “shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,”  was  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  101,  nays  81. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Fillmore — 

Mr.  Stanly  rose  and  said,  that  with  great  reluc- 
tance he  would  move  the  previous  question.  He 
should  refuse  to  do  so  hereafter  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  but  this  was  a different  state  of 
things.  The  house  had  not  yet  organized,  and  they 
had  had  warning  enough  in  the  fifteen  days  that 
were  consumed  last  session  in  its  organization  to 
avoid  a repetition  of  such  a course.  He  had  desired 
to  reply  to  observations  that  had  been  made,  but  he 
forebore,  and,  reserving  for  another  occasion  an  an- 
swer to  some  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Proffit),  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wise  wanted  to  get  a little  information  before 
he  voted  on  this  matter,  and  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly ) to  withdraw 
his  call  for  the  previous  question,  pledging  himself  to 
renew  it  before  he  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Stanly  declined  a compliance  with  the  request. 

The  question  then  being  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  tellers  having  been 
called  for,  Messrs.  Cave  Johnson  and  Talliaferro  were 
appointed  tellers,  and  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  was  seconded,  by  yeas  101,  nays  81. 

The  question,  “shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
without  a division. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  main  question,  (i. 
e.  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.) 

Mr.  Wise  asked  for  a division  of  the  question,  so 
that  the  house  might  vote  on  the  formation  of  each 
of  the  select  committees  separately. 

The  question  having  been  accordingly  divided, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  and  order- 
ed on  the  first  division,  viz:  that  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee  on  “the  plan  of 
finance  recommended  in  the  president’s  message,” 
the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
as  follows:  yeas  113,  nays  83. 

So  the  first  division  of  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wise  here  said,  unless  some  other  gentleman 
desired  it,  he  would  withdraw  his  call  for  a division 
of  the  question,  so  that  the  vote  on  the  remaining  di- 
visions might  be  taken  together;  which  having  been 
done,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appointment  of 
select  committees  on  the  apportionment  of  represen- 
tatives and  on  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  without  a division. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  in  pursuance  of  notice  pre- 
viously given,  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a -elect  committee  of  nine  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  speaker  on  the  subject  of  establishing  a national 
foundry  lor  the  fabrication  of  ordnance  for  the  use  of 


the  army,  forts,  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
testing  improvements  and  models  in  arms  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  adopted  without  a division. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion  prevailing,  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday 
at  13  o’clock, 

Monday,  Dec.  13.  The  speaker  announced  the  fol- 
lowing standing  committees. 

Committee  of  elections — Messrs.  Halsted,  Blair,  Cra- 
vens, Benj.  Randall,  Borden,  Barton,  Turney,  Hous- 
ton and  Reynolds. 

Committee  of  ways  and  means — Messrs.  Fillmore, 
Botts,  Samson  Mason,  Wallace,  T.  F.  Marshall,  J. 
R.  lngersoll,  J.  W.  Jones,  Atherton  and  Lewis. 

Committee  of  claims — Messrs.  Giddings,  Osborne, 
Cowen,  Tomlinson,  Arnold,  Hubard,  Burke,  J.  W. 
Williams  and  Medill. 

Committee  on  commerce — Messrs.  Kennedy,  Win- 
throp,  Toland,  J.  C.  Clark,  Rayner,  Allen,  S.  J.  An- 
drews, T.  W.  Williams  and  Ferris. 

Committee  on  public  lands — Messrs.  Morrow,  Lewis 
Williams,  Truman  Smith,  Gentry,  Bronson,  Howard, 
Casey,  Brewster  and  Jacob  Thompson. 

Committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Messrs. 
Briggs,  Joseph  I*  Williams,  Russell,  Brockway,  Ows- 
ley, Hopkins,  Andrew  Kennedy,  John  G.  Floyd,  and 
Plumer. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Un- 
derwood, Summers,  Alex.  Randall,  Powell,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  John  Campbell,  Ward,  Dawson  and 
Bidlack. 

Committee  on  the  judiciary — Messrs.  Barnard,  Trum- 
bull, Pearce,  Maxwell,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Milton 
Brown,  Charles  J.  lngersoll,  Roosevelt  and  Saun- 
ders. 

Committee  on  revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Hall, 
P.  G.  Goode,  Triplett,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  May- 
nard, Washington,  James,  Parmenter  and  W.  O. 
Goode. 

Committee  on  public  expenditures — Messrs.  Shepperd, 
Linn,  Hudson,  John  T.  Stuart,  Meriwether,  Green, 
Clinton,  Littlefield  and  McClellan. 

Committee  on  private  land  claims — Messrs.  Moore,  A. 
H.  H.  Stuart,  John  Young,  William  C.  Johnson,  R. 
D.  Davis,  Cross,  Turney,  Payne  and  Charles  Brown. 

Committee  on  manufactures. — Messrs.  Saltonstall, 
Tillinghast,  Randolph,  Slade,  Hunt,  Henry,  Haber- 
sham, Aaron  V.  Brown  and  P.  C.  Caldwell. 

Committee  of  agriculture. — Messrs.  Deberry,  Ridg- 
way,  Simonton,  Mattocks,  Doig,  Shaw,  Edwards, 
Partridge  and  John  Hastings. 

Committee  on  Indian  affairs. — Messrs.  Cooper,  Ca- 
ruthers,  Chittenden,  Sollers,  W.  Butler,  Watterson, 
Harris,  Weller  and  John  C.  Edwards. 

Committee  on  military  affairs. — Messrs.  Stanly,  Pen- 
dleton, Goggin,  William  B.  Campbell,  Stokely,  Wm. 
O.  Butler,  Sumter,  Miller  and  J.  T.  Mason. 

Committee  on  the  militia. — Messrs.  Keim,  Coles, 
Ward,  Boyd,  S.  H.  Butler,  Reding,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Sweeny  and  Houston. 

Committee  on  naval  affairs. — Messrs.  Wise,  King, 
Calhoun,  John  C.  Clark,  Burnell,  Fessenden,  Gra- 
ham, Mallory  and  Clifford. 

Committee  on  foreign  affairs. — Messrs.  John  Q. 
Adams,  Cushing,  Everett,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Granger, 
Gilmer,  Hunter,  Rhett  and  Proffit. 

Committee  on  the  territories. — Messrs.  Pope,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Garret  Davis,  Sollers,  Gates, 
Green,  Caldwell,  Hays,  Dean  and  Charles  A.  Floyd. 

Committee  on  revolutionary  pensions. — Messrs.  Talia- 
ferro, Rodney,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Mathiot,  L.  W. 
Andrews,  Babcock,  Matthews,  Fornance  and  Wm. 
Smith. 

Committee  on  invalid  pensions. — Messrs.  Morris,  Ay- 
crigg,  Baker,  Gordon,  Stratton,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Doan, 
Sanford  and  Augustus  Young. 

Committee  on  roads  and  canals — Messrs.  Lawrence, 
Lane,  John  B.  Thompson,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Sprigg, 
Steenrod,  Wood,  Daniels  and  Riggs. 

Committee  on  patents — Messrs.  R.  McClellan,  Crans- 
ton, Gerry,  Ramsey  and  Sanford. 

Committee  on  public  buildings  and  grounds — Messrs. 
Boardman,  Ward,  Augustus  Young,  Cranston  and 
Bowne. 

Committee  on  revisal  and  unfinished  business — Messrs. 
Eastman,  Beeson,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Jack  and  Mattocks. 

Committee  on  accounts — Messrs.  Marchand,  York, 
Carey,  Staley,  N.  Clarke  and  Joseph  L.  Williams. 

Committee  on  mileage — Messrs.  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Meriwether,  John  C.  Edwards,  Westbrook 
and  Egbert. 

Committee  on  the  library  on  the  part  of  the  house — 
Messrs.  Tillinghast,  Aycrigg  and  Sumter. 

The  speaker  also  announced  the  following  select 
committees,  appointed  under  the  order  of  Friday 
last: 

Select  committee  on  finance  and  the  currency — Messrs. 
Cushing,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Gilmer,  G.  Davis,  Wise, 
Roosevelt,  Proffit,  McKay  and  Wm.  W.  Irwin. 


Stlect  committee  on  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tives— Messrs.  Everett,  Childs,  Caruthers,  Summers, 
Pearce,  John  T.  Stuart,  Bidlack,  Cross  and  Weller. 

Select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest — Messrs. 
J.  Q.  Adams,  Habersham,  Truman  Smith,  Under- 
wood, Benj.  Randall,  Charles  J.  lngersoll,  Hunter, 
Houston  and  Bowne. 

Select  committee  on  the  national  foundry — Messrs. 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Samson  Mason,  King,  Randolph, 
Mallory,  Hunt,  Keim,  Parmenter  and  Cave  Johnson. 

Mr.  Briggs  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  unanimously: 

“ Resolved , That  the  clerk  of  the  house  pay  the  funeral 
expenses  of  Col.  John  W.  Hunter,  late  assistant  door- 
keeper of  this  house. 

Mr.  B.  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  office  of  assistant  doorkeeper  is  not 
necessary  for  the  service  of  this  house,  and  that  the  same 
is  hereby  abolished. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  which  were  ordered,  and, 
being  taken  were:  yeas  177,  nays  23.  So  the  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  memorials,  petitions  and  re- 
solutions presented  to  the  house  of  representatives  at  the 
last  congress,  and  which  were  not  finally  acted  on,  also 
all  bills  which  were  reported,  acted  on,  and  lost  in  the 
senate,  and  such  bills  as  were  referred  to  committees 
and  not  reported  on,  be  again  referred  to  the  committees 
to  which  the  same  were  respectively  referred  at  the  last 
congress,  a written  request  to  that  efiect  being  handed  by 
any  member  to  the  clerk  of  the  house,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  enter  the  same  upon  the  journal  as  if  presented  in 
the  house. 

And  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Undencood  desired  to  offer  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  engage  the  services  offour 
stenographers,  at  a compensation  not  exceeding  $8  per 
day  for  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent=fund  of 
the  house,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  the  debates 
and  proceedings  of  the  house  daily,  and  truly,  for  inser- 
tion in  the  newspapers  published  in  this  city.  The  ste- 
nographers so  engaged  shall  regulate  among  themselves 
the  time  which  each  shall  employ  in  taking  short-hand 
notes  of  the  debates  and  proceedings,  and  preparing  the 
same  for  the  press.  They  shall  furnish  the  public  prin- 
ters, with  all  practicable  despatch,  a copy  of  their  reports 
for  insertion  in  their  paper,  and  such  printers  shall  pub- 
lish the  same  at  length  in  the  newspaper  edited  and 
published  by  them  without  charge  to  the  government; 
and,  in  case  they  decline  doing  so,  the  reports  of  the 
stenographers  shall  be  delivered  to  such  other  printer  or 
editor  as  the  speaker  may  designate  who  will  insert  the 
reports  in  his  paper.  Any  stenographer  so  employed 
may  be  removed  by  the  speaker  at  any  time,  and  ano- 
ther employed  in  his  place  The  speaker  shall  locate 
the  stenographers  so  employed  in  such  place  in  the  hall 
as  he  may  deem  proper.  TIie  stenographers  shall  make 
known  to  any  member  which  of  them  reported  any 
speech  attributed  to  such  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  chaplain,  (viva  voce,  as  required  by 
the  rule). 

The  Rev.  John  N.  Maffitt  received  133  votes,  the 
Rev.  Mr  Hawley  12,  and  the  Rev.  Mr  French  53. 

So  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maffitt,  having  received  a majo- 
rity of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  chap- 
lain on  the  part  of  the  house  for  the  present  session. 

The  speak  er  presented  to  the  house  sundry  execu- 
tive cofn/ininications,  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
a report  of  the  number  of  small  arms  of  every  kind 
which  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are  in  the  se- 
veral arsenals  and  depots,  including  those  in  the  use 
of  the  army;  the  number  lost  or  destroyed  annually; 
and  also  the  number  annually  manufactured  at  each 
of  the  national  armories,  &c.;  made  in  obedience  to 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  2d 
September  last;  which  letter  and  report  was  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

2.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  transmitting 
statements  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  department;  referred  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic expenditures. 

3.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  in  relation  to  certain  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  States;  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

4.  A letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, transmitting  the  statements  of  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  preceding  year  from  the  fund  appro- 
priated for  the  contingent  expenditures  of  the  house; 
referred  to  the  committee  of  accounts. 

5.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  trans- 
mitting the  accounts  of  the  expenditures  on  account 
of  contingent  expenses  of  the  offices  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  and  the  navy  commissioners  for  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1841;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Africa.  By  the  Atlanta  and  William,  intelligence 
from  Africa  has  been  received  to  the  1st  of  October. 

Another  outrage  has  been  committed  on  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  bv  a British  cruiser.  We  understand  that 
her  majesty's  brig  Dolphin  boarded  the  William,  whilst 
she  was  at  Gallinas,  and  whilst  her  officers  were  below. 
The  seamen  of  the  Dolphin  broke  open  the  hatches  of 
the  schooner,  and  overhauled  the  cargo,  using  insulting 
language  to  all  on  board. 

We  learn  from  “Africa’s  Luminary,’’  of  the  30th  of 
August,  that  her  Britannic  majesty's  vessels  of  war  cruis- 
ingupon  this  coast  are  instructed  by  their  government  to  re- 
frain from  searching  vessels  sailing  under  United  States 
colors,  and  having  American  papers. 

Rev.  Jabez  Aiken  Burton,  A.  M.  principal  of  the  Li- 
beria Mission  Conference  society  in  Monrovia,  is  dead. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Buchanan, 
governor  of  Liberia,  Joseph  J.  Roberts,  esq.  by  virtue  of 
being  lieutenant  governor,  is  thereby  charged  with  the 
executive  authority  of  that  commonwealth. 

Salt  and  fresh  vegetable  and  animal  food  continued  to 
be  very  scarce  at  Liberia.  Rice  makes  its  appearance 
slowly;  flour  was  out  of  the  market,  and  the  common 
market  products  were  doled  out  with  a sparing  hand. 

A large  emigration  has  lately  left  Sierra  Leone  for 
Kingston,  Jamaica.  Also  a considerable  number  from 
the  same  place  for  Trinidad. 

Bank  items.  The  bank  of  Louisiana,  N.  Orleans,  re- 
sumed specie  payment  in  due  form  on  the  61  li  instant. — 
Others  of  the  banks  in  that  city  are  expected  to  resume 
likewise  in  a few  days.  Some  others  have  to  postpone 
the  period — if  they  ever  resume. 

In  the  lower  house  of  the  Virginia  legislature,  on  Tues- 
day, a resolution  was  considered  and  rejected,  60  to  65, 
which  went  to  relieve  the  banks  in  that  state  from  the 
liability  to  pay  12  per  cent,  per  annum  on  their  notes 
which  are  not  redeemed  in  specie.  Although  the  sus- 
pension act  authorises  suspension  till  the  1st  of  April,  the 
banks  are  only  relieved  from  the  12  per  ct.  penalty  until 
the  1st  of  January. 

Consul.  Win.  Vogel  has  been  recognised  as  consul 
for  Oldenburg  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Cuba.  A letter  in  the  U.  S.  Gazette  dated  Havana, 
Nov.  17,  says:  “Several  slave  vessels  have  been  fitted 
out  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  have  sailed.  The 
famous  brig  Venus  is  one  of  them.  Government  is  very 
hard  up  for  cash  to  remit  to  Spain,  and  also  to  pay  some 
heavy  acceptances  for  English  account.  The  queen’s 
rail  road  to  Guinez,  is  offered  again  for  sale,  but  under 
euch  restrictions,  that  no  company  will  venture  a pur- 
chase, and  it  yields  nothing  up  to  the  present  time,  al- 
though well  patronized.  A new  captain  general  has 
been  named  to  relieve  General  Valdez.  The  new  one  is 
General  Gamba,  and  is  shortly  expected.  The  English 
consul  has  interested  himself  very  much  about  the  slave 
question.  A claim  has  been  made  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, for  some  negroes  as  English  subjects.  They 
are  on  an  estate  near  Cardenas,  and  have  been,  since 
long  before  the  emancipation  of  slavery  in  the  British  is- 
lands; but  they  speak  English,  and  some  time  since  found 
means  of  communicating  their  situation  to  Dr.  Madden, 
formerly  of  the  British  commission. 

Business  continues  dull.  The  coffee  crop  has  failed; 
not  having  rain  iri  proper  time. 

Canada.  We  took  notice,  a few  days  ago,  of  a de- 
fect in  one  of  the  acts  of  the  late  Canadian  legislature, 
by  which  no  person  but  the  governor  of  the  province 
was  authorised  to  make  the  new  arrangements  for  the 
district  courts.  The  Quebec  Gazette  expressed  the  opi- 
nion that,  in  consequence  of  the  death  oQLord  Syden- 
ham no  such  arrangements  could  be  madegBut  the  act- 
ing governor,  Sir  Richard  Jackson,  has  taken  the  re- 
sponsibility of  arranging  ihe  new  districts  in  a proclama- 
tion which  has  just  been  issued. 

Exchanges.  New  York  bills  on  London  8a9j;  on 
France  5f.  25a27j;  on  Boston  |;  Philadelphia  6ja6j;  Bal- 
timore 4a4|;  Washington,  D.  C.  4|;  Richmond  7a7j; 
Raleigh  5j;  Charleston  l|a2;  interior  of  South  Carolina 
2£a3;  Augusta  5;  Macon  11;  Columbus  12£;  Savannah 
4;  Mobile  12j;  interior  of  Alabama  14;  N.  Orleans  6j; 
St.  Louis  125al5;  Louisville  10;  Cincinnati  13;  Nash- 
ville 15. 

Fires.  St.  John,  N.  B.  has  again  been  visited  by  fire. 
The  total  number  of  buildings  consumed  by  the  recent 
fire  at  St.  John  is  stated  in  the  St.  John  papers  to  have 
been  thirty-nine,  and  the  aggregate  loss  is  estimated  by 
the  News  at  SI, 200, 000.  Only  four  vessels  were  burned, 
although  many  others  were  in  great  peril,  as  the  tide  was 
out.  Most  of  the  sufferers  were  without  insurance. 

The  large  wooden  factory  building,  belonging  to  the 
Union  manufacturing  co.  situated  in  Claremont,  N.  II. 
was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  on  Saturday  eveningthe 
14th  inst.  together  with  most  of  its  machinery  and  con- 
tents. Lossis  estimated  at  about  ($20,000,-—  $10,000  is 
insured. 

Kentucky.  The  Green  Puver  Gazette  says — “We 
congratulate  the  citizens  ol  this  part  of  the  state  upon  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  upon  Green  and  Barren  rivers. 
We  learn  that  boats  can  now  run  at  any  time  and  can 
pass  any  lock  and  dam  upon  those  rivers.  We  are  now 
in  expectation  of  the  boat  from  Louisville  of  T.  Quigley 
& Co.  freighted  with  groceries,  salt,  &c.  &c.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  it  will  regularly  ply  between  this  place  and 
Louisville,  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans.  Our  farmers 


and  planters  should  note  this  fact  and  speedily  be  pre- 
pared with  their  tobacco  and  other  exports. 

Laughun  fund.  The  trustee  J.  V.  L.  McMahon, 
has  published  a statement  showing  that  the  amount 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Tho- 
mas PI.  McLaughlin  was  $3,269  59,  of  which  there  have 
been  expended  in  advance  to  Mrs.  McLaughlin  $175, 
purchase  of  city  stock,  $2,280,  purchase  and  repair  of 
house,  764 — total  3,219  00.  Leaving  a balance  of  $50  49 
which  will  be  given  to  the  widow  as  she  may  require  it, 
in  aid  of  her  income. 

The  Malek  Adhel.  In  the  circuit  court  on  Thurs 
day,  Chief  Justice  Taney  gave  his  decision  in  the  case  of 
the  Malek  Adhel,  confirming  the  decision  of  the  district 
court,  condemning  the  vessel,  and  ordering  the  cargo  to 
be  returned  to  the  claimants.  [Balt.  Patriot. 

Mutiny  of  Slaves.  The  brig  Creole,  Captain  En- 
son,  with  a cargo  of  tobacco,  five  passengers,  and  135 
slaves  as  steerage  passengers,  from  Richmond,  bound  to 
New  Orleans,  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  27th 
of  October.  On  the  evening  of  the  7th  November,  the 
slaves  rose  in  mutiny,  murdered  Mr.  He  well,  a passen- 
ger, and  owner  of  most  of  the  slaves,  desperately  wound- 
ed the  captain  and  several  others,  and  compelled  the  se- 
cond mate  and  crew  to  navigate  the  vessel  into  a British 
port.  That  this  horrid  affair  was  not  the  effect  of  a sud- 
den outburst  of  passion,  appears  clear,  from  what  was 
acknowledged  by  some  of  the  culprits  on  their  examina- 
tion at  Nassau,  that  Mr.  Bourn,  Baptist  preacher  in 
Richmond,  had  instructed  them  as  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, before  they  left.  The  further  particulars  will  be 
' found  in  the  following  letter,  which,  being  open,  we  were 
permitted  to  copy  on  board  the  Creole.  [iV.  O.  Bui • 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  American  consul  at  Nassau,  to 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  dated  Nassau, 
Nov.  14.  1841. 

“Brig  Creole,  Captain  Enson,  of  Richmond,  with  a 
cargo  of  tobacco  and  135  slaves,  and  five  passengers, 
for  New  Orleans  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  the  27th, 
all  well;  on  the  7th,  at  eight  o’clock  P.  M.  the  brig  was 
hove  to,  supposing  they  would  not  make  Abaco;  next 
day,  after  the  passengers  and  crew  not  on  duty  had 
turned  in,  about  half  past  nine  o’clock  the  slaves  rose  on 
them  and  murdered  a passenger,  Mr.  John  Hewell, 
owner  of  a portion  of  them,  by  slabbing  him  with  a bowie 
knife;  wounded  the  captain  and  one  of  the  hands  dan- 
gerously, and  the  chief  mate  and  one  of  the  hands  seve- 
rely. But  little  defence  could  be  made,  as  they  were  not 
prepared  for  such  an  attack,  as  they  had  but  one  mus- 
ket on  board,  while  the  slaves  had  pistols,  knives  and 
bludgeons,  made  by  cutting  up  handspikes.  They  were 
under  no  more  restraint  than  is  usual  with  steerage  pas- 
sengers, and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  whole  thing 
was  arranged  before  they  left  Richmond  and  Norfolk. 
Having  obtained  possession,  they  broke  open  the  trunks 
and  ransacked  the  whole  vessel.  They  spared  the  lives  of 
the  passengers  and  mate,  and  others,  on  condition  that  the 
vessel  should  be  taken  to  Abaco  or  an  English  Island. 
Under  these  circumstances  they  arrived  here  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th. 

The  American  consul  immediately  had  the  capiain 
and  eleven  of  the  crew  taken  onshore,  and  their  wounds 
dressed,  and  also  those  on  board,  to  prevent  the  slaves 
from  going  on  shore,  he  well  knowing,  if  this  was  no 
done,  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  those  guilty  of  the 
murder.  This  was  complied  with,  and  an  investigation 
ordered  to  be  taken  by  two  magistrates.  The  consul 
also  has  taken  testimony  of  the  passengers  and  crew. 
Nineteen  slaves  were  identified  as  having  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  mutiny  and  murder,  and  confined  until  further 
orders,  the  governor  refusing  to  send  them  to  America  for 
the  present,  and  the  remainder  of  the  slaves,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  five,  were  liberated. 

By  the  interference  of  her  majesty’s  subjects  and  the 
authorities  of  the  colony,  they  were  considered  and  treat- 
ed as  passengers,  with  the  right  to  go  on  shore  in  boats 
whenever  they  pleased.  While  the  consul  contended, 
they  were,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  much 
a portion  of  the  cargo  as  the  tobacco;  the  British  govern- 
ment had  not  the  right  to  interfere  in  any  manner  that 
would  procure  theirliberation. 

The  captain  is  convalescing,  and  will  probably  recover, 
though  it  will  be  very  slowly;  the  other  wounded  are  do- 
ing well.  On  their  liberation,  a vessel  was  immediately 
put  up  for  Jamaica,  advertising  for  emigants,  passage 
paid,  and  a number  of  them  have  entered  their  names  to 
go.  Yours,  J.  H.  B. 

The  N.  O.  Picayune,  in  publishing  this  account  adds: 
Forty  of  the  slaves  on  the  Creole  were  owned  by 
Thomas  McCargo,  of  Richmond;  the  balance  belonged 
to  Johnson  and  Eperson.  Mr.  Hewell  was  the  agent  of 
McCargo,  and  was  well  known  in  this  city.  Three  of 
the  slaves  were  killed  in  the  affray,  and  another  died  of 
his  wounds  after  his  arrival  at  Nassau.  Five  more — four 
females  arid  a boy — refused  to  accept  their  freedom,  and 
came  to  this  port  in  the  Creole.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  a dog,  belonging  to  the  captain,  fought  furiously 
against  the  negroes,  and  bit  several  of  them  seriously.  He 
was  finally  killed. 

We  have  some  interesting  particulars  in  relation  to  the 
conduct  of  the  British  authorities  at  Nassau.  That  the 
entire  scheme  was  resolved  upon  before  the  brig  left  Rich- 
mond, is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  negroes  boasted 
at  Nassau  that  ihey  expected  to  encounter  the  brig  Long 
Island  and  Orleans,  which  saled  from  Richmond  in  com- 
pany witli  the  Creole,  with  cargoes  of  slaves.  Both  of 
those  vessels,  however,  are  safe  in  port.  A full  investiga- 
tion of  this  case,  we  doubt  not,  w ill  present  some  very 
strange  developements. 


Hezekiah  Niles,  midshipman.  Truly  painful  is  the 
duty  of  announcing  the  death  of  this  promising  young 
officer,  son  of  Wm.  Ogden  Niles,  esq.  late  editor  of  this 
paper,  and  grandson  of  him  whose  venerated  name  he 
bore.  We  derive  the  following  from  the  Baltimore  Ame- 
rican: 

Died  on  the  10th  ult,  at  Fort  Simmons,  East  Florida, 
midshipman  Hezekiah  Niles,  of  the  United  States  navy, 
in  the  21st  year  of  his  age.  He  returned  to  that  post 
from  an  expedition  to  the  Everglades  and  Jupiter  Inlet 
on  the  5th,  and  was  to  have  started  aguin  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  on  the  ensuing  day,  but  the  arduous  duties 
and  privations  which  lie  had  performed  and  endured 
during  die  preceding  two  weeks,  exposed  as  he  had  been 
at  a sickly  season  of  the  year  to  the  deadly  influence  of 
a pestilential  climate,  had  already  implanted  the  seeds  of 
the  disease  of  which  in  four  short  days  he  died.  Though 
he  died  in  a distant  land,  tar  removed  from  his  relatives, 
it  will  be  a consolation  to  them  to  know,  that  every  at- 
tention was  paid  to  him  in  his  illness,  and  that  in  his 
medical  attendant  he  found  an  old  classmate,  whose 
kindness  and  skill  were  both  exerted  in  his  behalf.  With- 
out in  the  least  disparaging  the  claims  of  others,  the  wri- 
ter of  this  will  say,  that  he  has  not  left  behind  him  in  the 
navy  an  officer  of  his  grade  of  superior  merit.  He  was 
intelligent,  innocent  and  dauntless,  and  commanded  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  brother  officers  and  love  of 
the  men  on  board  of  every  ship  on  which  he  had  sailed. 
He  had  been  nearly  four  years  in  ihe  service,  and  with 
the  exception  of  three  weeks,  and  during  his  passage  a 
few  months  since  from  Rio  to  this  port,  had  never  been 
off  duty.  Thoseof  his  brother  officers  who  have  served 
with  him  will  receive  this  intelligence  of  his  death  with 
heart-grief,  for  to  know  him  was  to  love  him;  but  iftheir 
sympathies  are  thus  awakened,  what  will  be  the  agony 
which  the  sad  tidings  will  convey  to  the  bosoms  of  his 
parents,  who  loved  as  parents  only  can  love — what  the 
pangs  that  will  pierce  the  bosoms  of  his  sisters  and  bro- 
thers, who  idolized  him  as  the  dearest  and  most  cherish- 
ed object  of  their  affections?  Would  that  the  writerof 
this  could  console  them  in  the  hour  of  their  desolation; 
but  lie  will  not  attempt  ii;  for  were  he  to  do  so,  ii  would 
be  but  an  ineffectual  essay  to  arrest  the  currents  of  those 
holy  feelings,  which  in  the  hour  of  grief  are  consecrated 
to  virtue  and  love. 

Removal  of  Red  river  raft.  The  Alexandria 
Whig  states  that  there  appears  to  be  some  hope  at  last, 
that  the  raft  of  Red  river  will  be  finally  removed,  and 
the  immense  agricultural  country  above  it  be  brought 
near  to  market. by  reason  thereof.  Messrs.  Vawter  and 
Williamson  have  made  a contract  with  government  to 
the  following  effect,  we  understand.  For  the  sum  of 
$51,000  these  gentlemen  have  contracted  to  remove  the 
raft  and  keep  the  channel  open  for  the  space  of  five 
years.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt  now  that  this  work 
will  be  speedily  accomplished;  for  the  gentlemen  engag- 
ed in  it  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country,  are 
acclimated,  and  possess  all  the  .intelligence  and  active 
business  habits  essential  to  success  in  an  under  taking  of 
such  magnitude.  Mr.  Williamson  is  already  at  the 
raft,  busily  at  work,  and  contemplates  having  it  opened 
by  the  1st  of  January  next.  Laborers  are  in  demand  to 
work  ott  it  at  $25  per  month. 

We  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  some  such  contract 
made  lo  keep  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  clear  of 
snags.  Thousands  upon  thousands  have  been  spent  on 
the  Red  river,  of  which  we  do  not  complain,  whilst  the 
great  and  growing  trade  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
have  been  wholly  neglected. 

Steamboats  owned  in  St.  Louis.  It  appears  from  a 
statement  published  in  the  Republican,  that  the  number 
of  stenmboais  owned  in  St.  Louis  is  sixty-two,  valued  at 
$558,500,  and  their  first  cost  at  $837,750.  Ten  boats  are 
now  building  for  this  trade,  which  will  increase  the  en- 
tire tonnage  to  12,562.  The  loss  by  die  sinking  of  steam- 
boats in  this  trade,  from  the  first  of  January  last,  in- 
cluding their  cargoes,  is  estimated  at  about  $700,000. 

Stocks.  There  has  been  very  little  variation  in  the 
price  of  stocks  since  our  last  quotations— In  New  York, 
U-  S.  bank  shares  sell  at  3J;  N.  York  5”s  82|;  Kentucky 
6’s  73 hi  50,000  Indiana  5’s  29ja27;  27,000  Illinois  6’s27j 
a23. 

South  America.  New  Grenada.  Despatches  had  been 
received  at  Maracaybo  on  the  27th  November  from  the 
English  minister  in  Bogota,  to  be  sent  to  Santa  Martha 
and  Carthagena,  offering  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain 
to  bring  the  parties  of  that  republic  to  an  amicable  un- 
derstanding. 

Tennessee.  The  two  houses  of  the  legislature  have 
not  elected  a U.  S.  senator.  The  senate  still  refuse  to 
meet  the  house. 

Texas  and  France.  It  is  now  ascertained  that  the 
difficulties  between  these  two  nations  have  not  been  re- 
moved, notwithstanding  the  plausible  remarks  of  Presi- 
dent Lamar  in  his  late  message  to  the  Texan  congress. 
In  reply  to  a note  from  the  Texan  charge  d’affaires  at 
Paris,  demanding  the  recall  of  M-  De  Saligny,  the 
French  government  despatches  an  official  letter  in  severe 
language,  refusing  to  accede  to  the  request.  1 lie  con- 
duct cf  M.  De  Saligny  was  considered  not  only  justifia- 
ble, but  necessary;  and  much  indignation  was  expressed 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  Texan  cabinet.  The  French 
government  contends  that  reparation  is  due  it  for  the  in- 
dignities to  which  its  representative  was  subjected. 

The  accession  of  Gen.  Houston  to  the  presidency  of 
Texas,  it  is  thought,  will  be  the  means  of  bringing  a!>out 
an  amicable  settlement  of  this  difficulty.  [ Amer . 
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We  have  preferred  giving  the  exchequer  report  and 
bill  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  toge- 
ther, to  the  exclusion  of  his  annual  report  on  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country,  as  they  reached  us  too  late  to  get 
all  three  in  type  for  this  number.  From  the  latter  we 
ascertain  that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the 
first  three  quarters  of  this  year,  including  $7,481,636 
70  in  treasury  notes  and  $3,229,946  36  of  the  loan, 
have  been  $23,467,072  52.  The  estimated  receipts  of 
the  4th  quarter  are  $6,943,095  25;  total  31,397,512  80. 

The  disbursements  ascertained,  of  the  first  three 
quarters  are  over  24  millions  and  the  total  of  the  year 
are  estimated  at  $32,025,070  70. 

The  expenditures  for  the  ensuing  year  including 
seven  millions  to  redeem  treasury  notes,  are  estimated 
at  $32,791,010,  and  the  receipts  are  estimated  at 
$19,200,000 — -deficiency,  $14,218,570.  For  this  the 

loan  authorised  at  the  extra  session  will,  supply 
$6,500,000,  and  he  proposes  to  reissue  treasury  notes 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions.  The  balance  of 
$2,718,570  as  well  as  two  millions  deemed  always 
proper  to  have  in  the  treasury  for  exigencies,  he 
proposes  shall  be  raised  by  additional  duties  upon 
imports. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff  the  secretary  is 
orthodox,  as  we  conceive.  Lie  argues  in  favor  of 
discriminating  duties  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  an 
equality  with  other  countries  in  trade  and  commerce, 
and  repudiates  the  idea  that  we  should  allow  free 
trade  to  such  countries  as  either  interdict  or  unmerci- 
fully tax  our  commodities. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


The  steamer  Columbia  reached  Boston  on  the  21st 
inst.  with  Liverpool  dates  to  the  4th  inst.. 

Queen  Victoria  is  out  again,  convalescent.  The 
queen  Dowager  remained  in  a hopeless  state. 

No  late  news  from  China. 

American  stocks  remained  in  bad  credit.  U.  States 
hank  shares  sold  at  £1. 

Cotton  without  variations  of  price,  and  moderate 
demand. 

Wheat  had  declined  3 to  4 shillings  per  quarter. 

Flour  in  limited  request — prices  bonded  30  to  31 
shillings. 

Mouey  market  without  material  change. 

The  50th  and  93th  regiments  were  preparing  to 
embark  for  China.  Distress  made  recruits  plenty. 

The  potato  crops  had  failed  in  Ireland,  aud  great 
suffering  is  apprehended. 

From  France  nothing  of  importance.  The  oppo- 
sition predict  a change  of  ministers. 

The  regent  of  Spain  returned  to  Madrid  from  the 
north  on  the  24th  November,  and  was  received  in 
great  style. 

There  had  been  severe  fighting  in  the  mountains  of 
Syria,  between  the  Druses  and  the  Christians — num- 
bers killed  on  both  sides. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

A dreadful  earthquake  took  place  on  the  2d 
September  at  6 A.  M.  A number  of  towns  were  de- 
stroyed, and  the  city  of  Cartago  was  totally  ruined 
in  a second  of  time,  and  an  immense  number  of  peo- 
ple killed. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY. 


REPORT  UPON  THE  FISCAL  AGENT, 
Transmitted  on  Tuesday  the  21  si  instant,  in  complicmcc 
with  their  request,  to  both  houses  of  congress. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
15th  instant,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  the  draught 
■of  a bill  for  the  establishment  of  a board  of  exche- 
quer, at  the  seat  of  government,  with  agencies  in  the 
several  states  and  territories. 

Vol.  XI— Sig.  17. 


In  preparing  this  bill,  it  has  been  his  intention  to 
keep  within,  and  to  fill  up,  the  general  outline  of  the 
measure,  as  proposed  in  the  message  of  the  president 
at  the  opening  of  the  session;  but  he  does  not  flatter 
himself  that  it  will  be  found  so  perfect  in  its  details 
as  not  to  require  modifications  and  careful  revision 
by  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature. 

As  this  measure  has,  necessarily,  been  for  some 
time  under  the  consideration  of  the  president  and 
his  constitutional  advisers,  the  undersigned  is  direct- 
ed by  him  to  accompany  the  bill  with  a general  ex- 
position of  the  views  entertained  by  him,  and  con- 
curred in  by  them,  respecting  it. 

In  what  manner  and  under  what  securities  the  pub- 
lic money  shall  be  kept;  in  what  manner,  or  whe- 
ther in  any  manner,  this  government  shall  attempt  to 
supply  a sound  paper  medium  for  payments  to  the 
treasury,  and  for  the  general  uses  of  the  people;  in 
what  manner,  or  whether  in  any  manner,  it  shall  at- 
tempt to  benefit  the  general  business  of  the  country, 
by  funishing  facilities  of  exchange,  are  questions 
which  have  not  ceased  to  agitate  the  community  for 
eight  years.  Upon  these  questions  much  opposition 
of  opinion  has  prevailed,  and  ardent  and  intense  po- 
litical controversies  and  struggles  have  been  found- 
ed. It  is  time  that  this  state  of  things  were  brought 
to  an  end.  It  is  time  that  such  provisions  were 
made  for  the  custody  of  the  revenue,  as  that  the  peo- 
ple may  feel  that  the  public  treasures  are  safe.  It 
is  time,  too,  that,  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  ex- 
change, individuals  may  know  what  they  have  to  ex- 
pect, or  whether  they  may  expect  anything  from  the 
measures  of  government.  Doubt  and  uncertainty  in 
this  respect  constitute  the  worst  of  all  conditions. 
They  affect  every  man’s  means  of  living,  and,  in- 
stead of  giving  encouragement,  and  applying  a sti- 
mulus to  individual  exertion  and  effort,  check  the 
hand  of  industry,  oppress  the  spirit  of  enterprise, 
and  bring  stagnation  and  paralysis  upon  the  produc- 
tive powers  of  the  country.  On  subjects  so  vitally 
connected  with  man’s  personaland  domestic  welfare, 
the  people  have  a right,  to  require  that  what  is  to  be 
done  should  be  done  without  farther  delay,  in  order 
that  they  may  accommodate  themselves  to  the  poli- 
cy of  the  government,  whatever  that  policy  may  be, 
and  be  prepared  to  give  a corresponding  direction  to 
their  own  industry  and  business. 

The  great  want  of  the  country  is  the  want  of  con- 
fidence: confidence  in  the  steadiness  and  stability  of 
the  policy  of  the  government;  confidence  in  that 
which  regulates  the  value  of  property  and  the  wages 
of  labor;  and  confidence  in  the  establishment  and 
preservation  of  the  necessary  and  ordinary  means  of 
exchanging  production  against  production,  and  of 
buying  and  selling  with  security,  so  that  the  inter- 
course between  different  parts  of  the  country  may 
be  carried  on  with  its  former  activity  and  useful- 
ness. The  object  of  the  plan  suggested  to  congress 
in  the  president’s  message,  and  now  presented  for  its 
consideration  in  the  form  of  a bill,  is  to  establish 
this  confidence,  and  to  give  the  country  tranquillity: 
It  is  designed  to  terminate  contentions  of  long  stand- 
ing, and  to  restore  the  peace,  quiet,  and  satisfaction 
with  the  state  of  public  affairs,  without  which  men 
cannot  pursue  their  vocations  either  with  cheerful- 
ness or  with  success.  Amidst  the  conflict  of  widely 
differing  opinions,  a measure  is  recommended  which 
avoids  extremes  on  both  sides.  It  proposes  less,  far 
less,  than  many  think  it  desirable  that  government 
should  do,  or  attempt  to  do,  and  at  the  same  time  far 
more  than  others  are  ready  to  recommend.  It  aims 
at  a just  medium,  a common  ground,  on  which  those 
may  consistently  stop  who  might  yet.  wish  to  go  fur- 
ther, and  to  which  they  may  advance  without  self- 
reproach,  who  would  nevertheless  have  desired  to 
fall  short  of  it.  It  does  not  attempt  to  collect  a ca- 
pital by  private  subscription,  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  loans  and  discounts,  and  therefore  does  not 
propose  to  perform  the  ordinary  functions  of  a bank. 
On  the  other  hand  it  does  not  propose  to  lock  up  Ihe 
public  moneys  from  the  time  of  collection  to  the 
time  of  disbursement,  nor  to  demand  specie  for  every 
debt  due  to  the  government;  making  no  attempt,  at 
the  same  time,  to  furnish  the  country  with  either 
currency  or  exchange,  and  entirely  contenting  itself 
with  securing  specie  payments  into  the  treasury.  In 
these  respects  it  differs  from  the  sysrem  established 
by  the  law,  now  repealed,  generally  called  the  sub- 
treasury  act. 


It  is  not  intended  here  to  discuss  the  respective 
merits  of  these  two  systems,  which  may  be  regarded 
as  extreme  opponents  of  each  other.  But  it  may  be 
proper  to  say,  in  regard  to  a Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
that  if  there  were  in  no  quarter  any  constitutional 
objection  to  the  creation  of  such  an  institution,  it 
would  nevertheless  not  have  been  recommended  to 
congress,  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  as  a 
measure  likely  to  afford  relief  to  the  country.  Such 
is  the  condition  of  the  currency,  in  many  of  the 
states,  such  the  deplorable  depression  of  general  cre- 
dit, produced  by  that  condition  of  the  currency  and 
by  other  causes,  and  such  the  existing  pressure  in 
the  money  market,  arising,  as  is  believed,  in  a great 
degree  from  want  of  confidence,  that  there  is  little 
probability  that  private  subscriptions,  payable  in  spe- 
cie, would  be  obtained  to  any  bank  with  an  ordinary 
charter.  This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  United  States  now 
in  the  market,  go  slowly  and  heavily  into  private 
hands;  and  although  this  is  doubtless  partly  attributa- 
ble to  the  short  period  within  which  those  stocks 
are  made  redeemable,  yet  the  general  fact  concurs 
with  other  reasons  in  producing  a full  conviction 
that  it  would  be  useless,  at  the  present  moment  to 
attempt  the  creation  of  a bank,  with  a capital  to  be 
furnished  principally  by  private  subscriptions,  and  in- 
tended to  discount,  through  its  branches,  bills  and 
notes  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  even  if  constitu- 
tional objections  were  out  of  the  way.  And  in  re- 
gard to  the  sub-treasury  system,  it  is  perhaps  enough 
to  say  that  it  is  supposed  a return  to  that  system  *at 
any  time  hereafter,  is  an  event  highly  improbable. 

Between  these — a bank  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
system  of  the  sub-treasury  on  the  other — the  present 
plan  is  offered,  seeking  to  avoid  the  objections  which 
exist  to  each,  and  to  accomplish,  to  some  extent,  the 
good  designed  by  both.  The  plan,  such  as  it  is 
will  be  received  and  considered,  it  is  not  doubted,  in 
a spirit  of  candor  and  conciliation,  and  with  a dis- 
position, not  so  much  to  persist  in  the  pursuit  of  what 
may  be  unattainable,  as  to  turn  to  the  greatest  prac- 
ticable advantage  of  the  country  the  use  of  all  those 
means  the  employment  of  which  may  be  expected  to 
meet  the  general  concurrence. 

The  bill  now  submitted  may  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing three  principal  objects  in  view: 

1st.  The  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys. 

2d.  The  furnishing,  as  well  for  safe  and  conveni- 
ent payments  to  the  treasury  as  for  the  use  of  the 
country,  a paper  circulation  always  equivalent  to 
gold  and  silver,  and  of  universal  credit. 

3.  A provision  for  supplying,  to  some  extent,  the 
means  of  a cheap  and  safe  exchange  in  the  commerce 
between  the  several  states. 

Of  the  high  importance  of  the  first  of  these  ob- 
jects, no  one  can  entertain  a doubt.  The  public  mo- 
neys are  received  by  government,  from  the  people, 
for  the  necessary  uses  of  the  country,  according  to 
the  constitution,  and  ought  ever  to  be  esteemed  a 
sacred  trust.  They  are  earned  by  the  industry  of 
the  people;  and  while  safely  guarded,  and  applied 
only  to  really  necessary  and  constitutional  purposes 
will  be  cheerfully  contributed  by  a patriotic  com- 
munity. The  people  have  a right  to  be  as  safe  as 
good  laws  and  a faithful  administration  can  make 
them,  against  both  waste  and  loss.  It  was  the  re- 
mark of  the  late  president,  striking  by  its  brevity  as 
well  as  its  truth,  that  every  dollar  lost  by  unfaithful- 
ness in  office  tends  to  create  a new  clyirge  upon  the 
people;  and  this  truth  cannot  be  kept  too  fully  or  too 
constantly  in  view. 

Debts  and  dues  accruing  to  the  the  United  States 
are  paid,  in  the  first  place,  into  the  hands  of  the  ap- 
propriate collectors  and  receivers.  In  these  hands 
the  safety  of  the  funds  is  supposed  to  be  secured  by 
the  integrity  and  care  of  the  officer,  and  the  sufficien- 
cy of  his  official  bonds,  and  by  the  enforcement  of  a 
strict  system  of  frequent  accounting.  In  the  early 
history  of  the  government,  aud  sometimes  at  more 
recent  periods,  when  public  moneys  were  to  be  us- 
ed for  their  proper  purposes,  the  drafts  of  the  trea- 
sury have  been  made  directly  on  these  first  recipi- 
ents. At  other  times,  and  when  there  has  been  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  existence,  the  law  has 
required  that  those  moneys  should  be  deposited  in 
such  bank. 

By  the  act  of  June,  1836,  it  was  provided  that  pub- 
lic moneys  should  be  deposited  in  certain  state  banks 
called  deposite  banks;  and,  finally,  by  the  sub-treasu- 
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ry  act,  they  were  to  be  kept  by  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  and  by  certain  officers  called  receivers 
general. 

In  all  these  modes  of  securing,  or  attempting  to 
secure  the  safety  of  the  public  treasures,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  main  reliance,  after  all,  has  been 
placed  in  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  public  officers; 
there  being  superadded,  however,  in  the  case  of  de- 
posites  with  banks,  the  guaranty  supposed  to  be  af- 
forded by  their  capital;  and  in  the  case  of  individuals, 
a security  by  the  execution  of  official  bonds,  with 
responsible  securities.  But  in  none  of  these  modes, 
anymore  than  in  any  thing  else  which  becomes  the 
subject  of  human  trust  in  human  hands,  could  it  be 
affirmed  that  the  funds  were  absolutely  secured,  and 
safe  beyond  all  possibility  of  loss  or  danger.  Com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  the  skill 
of  their  officers  and  the  pledge  of  their  capital,  we 
know  from  experience  that  the  public  money  was 
not  safe.  Deposited  with  a bank  of  the  U.  States, 
although  no  loss  ever  actually  happened  from  such 
deposite,  we  now  see  enough  to  know  that  there  was 
danger,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  public  money  de- 
pended upon  a degree  of  discretion  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  of  the  existence  and  con- 
tinuance of  which  we  had  not,  and  could  not  have 
perfect  assurance.  And,  under  the  operation  of  the 
sub-treasury  law,  every  thing  resolved  itself,  at  last, 
into  confidence  in  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  agents, 
and  the  sufficiency  of  their  bonds.  There  were,  it  is 
true,  chambers  and  vaults,  with  thick  walls  and 
strong  locks;  but  human  hands  held  the  keys.  Under 
that  system  of  public  custody,  the  same  temptations 
existed  which  surround  men  of  doubtful  principles 
or  wavering  integrity  in  other  institutions  of  public 
trust;  and,  if  the  system  had  continued,  these  temp- 
tations were  as  likely  to  have  shown  their  power 
ever  those  employed  under  it  as  they  have  done  in 
others  cases. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  present  bill  con- 
tains all  that  is  practicable,  and  can  be  useful,  to- 
wards establishing  a safe  custody  or  place  of  keeping 
of  the  funds  of  the  government.  The  system  which 
it  proposes  will  evidently  possess  some  eminent  ad- 
vantages of  safety  over  a bank.  In  banks,  excessive 
loans,  and  a disposition,  often  prompted  by  their 
own  interest,  to  carry  their  accommodations  to  quite 
unreasonable  lengths,  are  a great  source  of  danger. 
The  board  of  exchequer  will  be  free  from  this.  It 
is  to  make  no  loans,  and  to  give  no  accommodations. 
Operations  in  exchange,  when  founded  in  real  busi- 
ness transactions,  are  usually  safe  in  well  conducted 
banks.  Indeed,  regular  dealing  in  exchange  is  the 
safest  of  all  banking  transactions,  and,  in  this  respect 
the  present  measure  promises  still  greater  safety  than 
attends  the  same  business  in  banks,  from  the  strict  li- 
mitations imposed  on  it,  and  the  absence  of  all  mo- 
tive to  run  into  excess.  Banks,  too,  as  we  have  seen, 
are  sometimes  induced  to  depart  altogether  from 
their  proper  sphere  of  business,  and  to  entangle 
themselves  with  commercial  speculations.  But  into 
no  such  speculations  will  the  board  of  exchequer 
enter. 

There  is  plainly,  therefore,  less  danger  in  the 
system  now  proposed  than  in  a bank;  so  far  as  danger 
arises  from  the  manner  in  which  the  public  funds 
may  be  used;  while  in  all  other  respects  its  advan- 
tages are  equal  to  those  of  the  best  conducted  bank- 
ing institutions. 

It  may  be  said  that  it  is  hazardous,  in  all  cases,  to 
suffer  the  public  funds  to  be  employed,  in  any  de- 
gree, in  exchange  or  other  dealing.  If  it  be  admitted 
that  this  objection  is  not  without  its  force,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  these  funds  would  be  used,  not  only  for 
purposes  of  exchange,  but,  in  general  accommoda- 
tion loans,  and  to  a great  and  often  dangerous  ex- 
tent, by  any  bank  in  which  they  should  be  deposited. 
But  if,  after  all,  it  be  regarded  as  possible  that  oc- 
casional losses  may  happen  from  dealing  in  exchange, 
with  the  limitations  provided  in  the  bill  it  will  then 
be  for  congress  to  decide,  whether  the  danger  so  con- 
tingent shall  induce  it  to  reject  the  bill,  and  to  pre- 
fer a system  which  locks  up  from  all  use  every  dol- 
lar of  the  public  money,  from  its  receipt  to  its  dis- 
bursement. As  the  evil  of  thus  withholding  so  large 
a portion  of  the  circulation  from  the  general  uses  of 
society,  by  retaining  it  until  wanted  for  disburse- 
ment, is  manifestly  a great  evil,  especially  if  the 
funds  thus  withdrawn  be  in  the  precious  metals,  it 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  exist,  unless  the  danger 
frcm  the  adoption  of  another  system  be  equally  ma- 
nifest. 

A plain,  practical  and  important  public  good  ought 
not  to  give  way  to  dangers  of  doubtful  occurrence, 
or  likely  to  be  slight  in  degree,  if  they  should  oc- 
cur. Some  risks  must  be  run,  whenever  any  thing 
important  is  attempted  in  regard  to  revenue  and  fi- 
nance, as  well  as  in  other  business  of  life;  and  the 
true  question  must  always  be,  whether  the  danger  of 


loss  be  so  clear  and  so  great  as  to  overbalance  the 
evident  and  certain  benefits.  And  it  is  to  be  borne 
in  mind,  also,  that  although  the  present  measure  has 
not  profit  to  government  or  augmentation  of  revenue 
for  its  object,  yet  that  the  operations  of  the  exchequer 
are  expected  to  result  in  some  amount  of  earnings; 
so  that,  if  occasional  losses  should  occur,  such  earn- 
ings may  make  them  good. 

The  board  of  exchequer,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  will 
be  composed  of  men  of  high  character,  known  to  the 
country,  and  possessing  its  confidence. 

It  will  be  their  duty  to  superintend  and  watch  over 
the  conduct  of  those  who  pay  out  and  receive  money 
from  day  to  day,  and  to  demand  from  all  such  agents 
proper  bonds,  with  responsible  sureties;  and  it  will 
be  their  duty,  also,  to  prescribe  and  enforce  a system 
of  regular  and  prompt  accounting,  which  shall  know 
neither  indulgence  nor  delay.  At  the  principal  board, 
and  at  each  agency,  the  business  of  every  day  may 
be  closed,  and  each  subordinate  officer  called  on  to 
account  for  his  receipts,  before  the  day  itself  closes. 
Over  this  board  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will 
exercise  a superintending  power,  by  the  right  of  call- 
ing for  all  accounts,  general  and  particular,  as  often 
as  he  pleases.  And,  finally,  the  absolute  authority 
of  congress  will  exist  over  the  whole.  Congress  will 
have  created  no  corporation;  it  will  have  conferred 
no  privileges  or  benefits,  except  on  the  public;  it  will 
have  granted  no  vested  rights  to  individuals;  it  will 
have  parted  with  no  portion  of  its  own  power;  but  its 
authority  will  remain  to  amend,  to  supervise  through- 
out, or  to  abolish  altogether  the  system,  at  all  times, 
according  to  its  own  pleasure. 

If  entire  trust  may  not  be  reposed  in  an  institution 
thus  guarded,  it  can  only  be  because  human  beings 
can  never  be  the  objects  of  absolute  confidence,  nor 
human  skill  always  adequate  to  the  accomplishment 
of  its  objects. 

Nor  is  the  plan  justly  liable  to  the  objection,  that 
it  creates  a union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  by  giv- 
ing to  the  executive  the  custody  or  control  of  the 
public  money.  Far  otherwise.  The  president  can- 
not touch  a dollar  of  the  public  money,  by  his  own 
authority,  nor  change  its  custody.  The  secretary  of 
the  treasury  cannot  touch  a dollar,  nor  change  its 
custody,  except  to  meet  the  occasions  of  the  public 
service,  and  by  a public  official  act.  Whoever  shall 
come  to  the  exchequer  for  money,  must  show  the 
law  of  congress  under  which  he  comes;  and  no  pay- 
ment can  be  made  but  in  compliance  with  such  law. 
Until  appropriations  are  made  by  law,  the  president 
will  have  no  more  authority  than  any  other  indivi- 
dual in  the  country  to  take  a farthing  from  the  ex- 
chequer. 

The  purse,  then,  is  effectually  severed  from  the 
sword;  the  executive  power  is  confined  to  its  proper 
function  of  executing  the  laws  of  congress,  and  dis- 
charging its  other  high  constitutional  duties;  and  the 
public  funds  will  be  in  their  proper  place,  entirely 
beyond  his  reach  or  control,  until  congress  shall  ap- 
propriate them  to  their  destined  purposes.  From 
that  time  they  will  go  into  the  hands  of  disbursing 
agents,  as  the  public  service  may  require,  protected 
still  by  official  responsibility  and  adequate  bonds, 
and  still  beyond  any  interference  by  the  executive 
power.  In  the  exchequer,  therefore,  the  public  trea- 
sures will  be  safe — safe  against  the  usual  causes  of 
loss  and  danger,  and  safe  from  executive  control. 

But  the  exchequer  is  expected  to  do  more  than 
merely  to  keep  safely  the  public  money. 

Its  second  object  is  to  furnish  a sound  paper  circu- 
lation, in  which  debts  to  the  government  may  be 
paid,  and  which  may  also  be  useful  to  the  commerce 
and  general  business  of  the  country.  The  first  of 
these  functions  is  purely  fiscal;  and  the  instrumenta- 
lity of  such  a paper  medium,  in  certain  exigencies  of 
the  country,  may  become  indispensable  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  highest  duties  of  government. 

In  so  reasoning  upon  this  subject,  as  to  come  to 
any  practical  conclusions,  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
some  things  as  settled  and  certain.  Among  these, 
one  of  primary  importance  is,  that  a paper  circula- 
tion exists  in  the  country,  and  that  there  is  not  the 
least  probability  of  its  ceasing  to  exist.  The  states 
possess  the  power  of  creating  banks  of  circulation; 
they  exercise  this  power;  many  of  them  derive  not 
unimportant  revenues  from  its  exercise,  and  some  of 
them  even  have  established  banks,  of  which  they  are 
themselves  proprietors.  No  man  can  reasonably  ex- 
pect to  see  the  day  when  they  will  relinquish  this 
power,  or  refrain  from  its  exercise. 

In  the  next  place,  experience  has  confirmed  the 
truth,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  or  question, 
that  paper  of  state  banks  cannot  be  of  universal  cir- 
culation and  credit;  there  never  has  been,  and  there 
is  not  now,  any  one  state  bank  whose  notes  pass  rea- 
dily from  hand  to  hand,  as  equivalent  to  specie,  overall 
parts  of  the  country.  Many  of  these  local  institutions 
are  perfectly  sound,  are  well  administered,  and  their 
credit  in  their  own  neighborhood  entirely  good  and 


unquestioned.  But,  from  the  very  nature  of  things 
their  credit  is  and  must  be  local  only.  It  can  never 
be  universal.  The  people  are  acquainted  with  the 
institutions  of  their  own  respective  states,  and  gene- 
rally understand  the  ground  of  the  claims  of  such  in- 
stitutions to  confidence  and  respect.  They  pay  at- 
tention also  to  whatever  is  established  by  the  general 
government,  because  they  have  an  interest  in  the 
laws  which  it  passes.  But  the  people,  that  is  to  say, 
the  great  mass  of  the  productive  earners  of  one  state 
cannot,  generally  speaking,  be  acquainted  with  the 
moneyed  institutions  of  other  and  distant  states.  In 
most  cases,  they  do  not  even  know  such  institutions 
by  name.  How,  then,  can  they  give  them  their  con- 
fidence? We  see  they  do  not  give  it,  even  where  it 
might  be  most  safely  bestowed.  They  prefer  the  pa- 
per of  their  own  banks,  though  they  know  it  to  be 
depreciated,  to  the  paper  of  other  banks,  because 
they  have  confidence  in  the  institutions  of  their  own 
state,  and  because  they  know  the  amount  of  depre- 
ciation on  the  paper  of  such  banks,  whereas,  of  the 
value  of  a note  of  a distant  bank  they  are  wholly  ig- 
norant. But  this  knowledge,  which  the  great  mass 
of  the  community  does  not  possess,  brokers  and  mo- 
ney dealers  do,  and  they  use  it  skilfully  to  their  own 
advantage.  A farmer  of  Virginia  will  hesitate  to 
receive  in  payment  a New  York  note.  He  will  pre- 
fer Virginia  paper,  although  he  knows  it  is  not  equi- 
valent to  specie,  because  he  can  form  some  opinion 
of  its  value,  while  of  the  New  York  note  he  knows 
nothing.  But  the  holder  of  the  New  York  note,  at 
the  same  time,  is  able  to  dispose  of  it  at  the  first  bro- 
ker’s office  at  a large  premium. 

Every  man  in  the  habit  of  observing  what  passes 
around  him  must  see  every  day  the  existence  of  this 
state  of  things;  and  its  inevitable  consequence  is, 
to  throw  the  loss  of  depreciation  on  the  laborious 
and  productive  classes.  Wherever  bad  paper  circu- 
lates, it  is  the  industrious  and  the  hard-working  who 
suffer  first,  and  suffer  longest,  and  suffer  most.  But 
it  is  not  intended  to  pursue  this  part  of  the  subject 
further  than  to  illustrate  and  confirm  the’truth,  that 
no  state  bank,  founded  on  whatever  capital,  adminis- 
tered by  whatever  degree  of  fidelity  and  skill,  can 
obtain  that  familiar  character,  and  that  established 
and  well-known  credit,  which  shall  give  its  bills  cir- 
culation through  all  clasess,  in  any  amounts,  and  in  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Now  another  most  important  truth,  equally  well 
settled  by  experience,  is,  that  paper  issued  for  circu- 
lation, under  the  authority  or  with  the  sanction  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  does  acquire 
and  retain  this  advantage  of  known  and  unquestioned 
character  and  universal  confidence.  No  matter  whe- 
ther the  note  or  bill  present  itself  in  Maryland  or 
Missouri,  Maine  or  Georgia,  if  it  promise  payment 
in  specie,  on  demand,  and  that  promise  be  supposed 
to  be  guarantied  by  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
government,  it  springs  immediately  to  a value  equi- 
valent to  specie.  The  impress  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, connected  with  the  fact  of  its  immediate  con- 
vertibility, stamps  the  paper  with  a mark  of  perfect 
and  universal  reliance,  because  all  the  people,  in  all 
the  states,  are  alike  interested  in  the  general  govern- 
ment, alike  acquainted  with  its  proceedings,  and  have 
like  faith  in  paper  to  which  it  gives  its  sanction.  We 
seem  to  be  called  upon,  therefore,  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject with  three  important  truths  made  clear  before 
us:  first,  that  a paper  circulation  will  continue  among 
us;  second,  that  no  paper  circulation  of  universal 
credit  can  ever  be  furnished  by  state  bonks;  third, 
that  such  a paper  can  be  furnished  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  under  the  influence  of  these  realities  that  it  is 
now  proposed  to  issue,  to  some  extent,  a paper  cur- 
rency, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Its 
uses  are  expected  to  be  two  fold.  In  the  first  place, 
as  already  stated,  it  will  furnish  a safe  paper  medium, 
in  which  payments  may  be  made  to  government  of 
all  debts  and  taxes.  Few  persons,  perhaps,  arc  suffi- 
ciently impressed  with  what  would  be  the  value  of 
this,  in  certain  emergencies. 

Debts  to  government  are  now  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
or  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  Let  us  suppose 
that  some  exigency  should  come  suddenly  upon  the 
country,  requiring  the  immediate  assessment  of  heavy 
taxes,  and  that  the  same  exigency  should  compel  all 
the  state  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments.  In  such 
a posture  of  aflairs  how  could  taxes  be  paid?  Of  spe- 
cie there  would  be  little  to  be  had;  of  the  bills  of  spe- 
cie paying  banks  none.  Government  would  be  dri- 
ven by  absolute  necessity  to  the  use  of  paper  resting 
on  its  credit,  and  created  for  the  occasion.  It  would 
have  no  other  resource.  All  must  see  how  vastly 
useful  the  system  now  proposed  would  be,  upon  the 
happening  of  such  an  emergency.  The  exchequer 
would  be  found  in  operation,  and  in  possession  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  specie;  its  notes  would  have  be- 
come familiar  to  the  public;  it  would  have,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  specie  and  its  own  established  character, 
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the  amount  of  revenue,  whatever  that  amount  might 
be,  to  sustain  its  circulation.  It  would  furnish  notes 
for  disbursement,  and  receive  them  for  taxes.  With 
these  means,  and  by  faithful  and  skilful  management, 
though  it  might  be  embarrassed  by  the  prostration  of 
other  institutions  around  it,  it  would  still  retain  its 
own  credit;  and  that  credit  would  be  a vivifying  and 
fructifying  germ  amidst  general  blight  and  barrenness. 

But  this  part  of  the  bill  has  another  purpose  equal- 
ly or  still  more  important.  The  measure  is  intended 
for  the  people  as  well  as  the  government.  The  is- 
sue of  treasury  notes  always  redeemable  in  gold  or 
silver,  and  the  use  of  them  in  payments  from  the 
treasury  and  in  the  purchase  of  exchange,  cannot  but 
be  beneficial,  it  is  conceived,  in  a high  degree,  to  the 
whole  commerce  and  all  the  business  concerns  of  the 
country. 

In  this  part  of  its  operation  the  system  presents  it- 
self as  beneficent  and  productive  of  essential  good. 
It  seeks  not  government  emolument  or  government 
convenience  only,  but  the  public  good,  the  good  of 
the  people,  in  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive 
sense.  Its  effect  is  to  give  to  the  people,  to  their  la- 
bor and  their  internal  trade,  the  activity  of  funds 
which  would  otherwise  be  locked  up,  and  to  give 
them,  at  the  same  time,  good  money.  It  employs 
those  funds  to  sustain  credit,  to  supply  a sound  cur- 
rency, and  to  favor  useful  intercourse  between  the 
states.  And  it  does  this  without  assuming  undele- 
gated powers,  without  alarming  the  jealousy  or 
wounding  the  pride  of  the  states. 

Yet  it  cannot  with  any  justice  or  propriety  be  call- 
ed a government  bank.  The  essential  elements  of  a 
bank  are  still  wanting  to  it.  Government  seeks  not 
to  fill  its  own-coffers  by  discounts,  or  to  make  gains 
by  the  use  of  its  own  credit,  or  to  make  the  issues  of 
the  exchequer  a substitute  for  revenues  in  order  to 
meet  its  own  necessities.  Nor  does  it  propose  to  in- 
flict on  the  people  the  evils  and  the  scourge  of  an  ir- 
redeemable government  paper,  because  no  paper  is 
to  be  issued  which  is  not  payable  in  gold  or  silver  on 
demand — all  paper  thus  resting  on  the  double  basis 
of  immediate  convertibility  and  the  public  faith.  It 
is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  any  paper  intended  for 
circulation  could  be  more  safe  or  more  useful  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce;  and  it  is  believed  that  it  is 
just  such  a paper  as  the  wants  of  the  country  now 
loudly  demand. 

The  extent  to  which  this  paper  maybe  issued  and 
circulated  is,  it  must  be  confessed,  in  some  degree 
uncertain.  This  must  depend  on  the  amount  of  re- 
venues collected  and  disbursed,  and  on  the  degree  of 
success  which  may  attend  the  operations  provided 
for  by  another  part  of  the  bill.  But,  whether  the  cir- 
culation of  the  notes  of  the  exchequer  be  larger  or 
smaller,  it  must,  so  far  as  that  circulation  shall  ex- 
tend, be  favorable  to  all  interests.  It  cannot  but  con- 
duce to  the  public  welfare  that  there  should  be,  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  some  one  institution,  or 
some  one  agency,  which  shall  be  of  undoubted  credit; 
and  whose  issues,  be  they  great  or  small,  shall  be 
equivalent  to  coin. 

If  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  exchequer 
from  hand  to  hand,  in  the  common  business  of  life, 
should  be  found  to  be  small,  that  fact  will  arise  from 
one  or  the  other  of  two  causes,  or  from  the  combined 
effect  of  both.  If  the  amount  issued  should  be  small, 
then  of  course  it  can  only  fill  the  channels  of  circula- 
tion to  a limited  extent.  And  while  the  paper  of  the 
state  banks  shall  continue  depreciated  and  yet  remain 
in  circulation,  treasury  notes,  it  is  highly  probable, 
will  often  be  taken  out  of  the  general  circulation  and 
used  for  the  purpose  of  remittance.  This  limited" cir- 
culation in  such  a case  would  arise  from  their  supe- 
rior value  in  comparison  with  the  value  of  other  pa- 
per. It  would  not  be  owing  to  want  of  confidence  in 
them,  but  to  their  possessing  the  highest  degree  of 
confidence. 

But  if  such  use  of  treasury  notes  should  take  place, 
and  should  diminish  the  amount  circulated  in  daily 
transactions  from  hand  to  hand,  yet  that  use  itself 
would  confer  a general  benefit  of  great  importance, 
inasmuch  as  all  such  remittances  perform  the  office 
of  furnisning  safe  and  cheap  exchange,  and  co-ope- 
rate directly  with  the  results  hoped  to  be  produced 
by  another  provision  of  the  bill.  But  if  the  exche- 
quer and  its  agencies  be  allowed  to  deal  in  exchange, 
this  use  of  its  notes,  although  it  might  exist  to  some 
extent,  would  be  far  less  considerable. 

Among  possible  objections  to  the  issue  of  redeem- 
able treasury  notes,  one  may  be,  that  they  will  be  re- 
turned on  the  exchequer  for  specie  for  exportation. 

States  and  companies,  it  is  known,  owe  heavy  debts 
in  Europe,  and  these  states  and  companies  it  may  be 
fancied  will  obtain  treasury  notes,  harass  the  treasu- 
ry by  demands  for  specie,  and  send  the  specie  thus 
obtained  abroad  in  discharge  of  their  own  obliga- 
tions. A few  words  may  dispel  such  imaginations. 

In  the  first  place,  the  argument,  if  it  prove  any 
thing,  proves  too  much;  for  it  proves  that  for  the 


same  reason  all  specie-paying  banks  ought  to  cease 
specie  payments.  But  the  truth  probably  is,  that 
these  states  and  companies  find  less  difficulty  in  light- 
ing on  some  convenient  mode  of  remittance  than  on 
commanding  at  the  present  moment  the  means  of 
making  remittances  in  any  form.  The  general  de- 
pression, with  the  co-operation  doubtless  of  other 
causes,  has  suspended  the  power  <of  obtaining  such 
means.  We  must  continue  to  hope  that,  under  abet- 
ter state  of  things  and  in  better  times,  this  power  will 
revive,  and  when  it  shall,  we  must  look  to  our  crops, 
to  our  freights,  and  to  the  general  earnings  of  our  in- 
dustry, to  enable  us  to  meet  the  claims  of  creditors 
abroad.  In  the  mean  time,  since  neither  states  nor 
companies  can  obtain  loans  of  treasury  notes,  nor 
otherwise  possess  themselves  of  them  than  by  buying 
and  paying  for  them,  we  need  not  distress  ourselves 
with  apprehensions  of  runs  on  the  exchequer  from 
that  quarter. 

It  remains  to  say  something  upon  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  authorises  the  exchequer  and  its  agencies 
to  buy  and  sell  domestic  exchange,  under  certain  li- 
mitations and  restrictions. 

That  an  institution  founded  on  a more  extensive 
plan,  with  a larger  moneyed  capital,  which  should 
deal  in  exchanges  on  a broad  scale,  buying  bills  at 
long  dates,  or  accepting  bills  on  security,  in  order  to 
enable  drawers  to  anticipate  their  means,  and  thus 
afford  capital  and  credit,  as  well  as  exchange,  strict- 
ly speaking,  might,  but  for  the  dangers  attending  it, 
produce  more  benefit  than  that  now  proposed,  may  be 
safely  admitted.  But  such  a scheme  involves  the 
idea  of  making  loans  and  advances,  of  venturing 
largely  on  the  strength  of  personal  security,  and  en- 
tering in  no  small  degree  into  the  hazards  of  com- 
merce. No  such  purpose  is  intended  by  presenting 
the  present  bill  to  the  consideration  of  congress.  On 
the  contrary,  the  utmost  concern  has  been  felt  to 
guard  the  proposed  measure  against  all  tendencies  to 
such  a system  of  exchange  operations. 

In  all  its  purposes,  it  looks  to  currency  and  to  ex- 
change, not  to  lending  or  to  discount.  And  it  may 
well  be  a matter  of  serious  consideration,  whether 
such  large  powers  of  discount  can  be  safely  lodged  in 
private  institutions,  with  the  power  of  making  such 
discounts  by  the  use  of  their  own  notes. 

The  supervision  and  regulation  of  currency  belong 
to  government;  the  business  of  commerce  and  the 
borrowing  and  lending  of  money  to  individuals.  And 
perhaps  no  conviction  is  more  rapidly  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  minds  of  enlightened  men,  than  that  go- 
vernment should  not  commit  the  high  and  important 
function  of  superintending  and  regulating  the  curren- 
cy of  a country  to  the  hands  of  those  whose  occupa- 
tion consists  in  making  loans  and  discounts,  whether 
on  promissory  notes  or  bills  on  time.  Whenever  a 
bank  makes  a loan,  or  a discount,  by  the  issue  of 
bills,  it  adds  so  much  to  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country;  and,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  regula- 
tion or  restraint,  several  hundred  banks,  whose  pal- 
pable interest  it  is  to  increase  the  amount  of  circula- 
tion, are  to  decide,  each  in  the  exercise  of  its  own 
discretion,  to  what  extent  that  augmentation  shall  be 
carried.  That  to  such  a system  there  must  be  some 
check,  or  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  such  check,  the 
emission  of  paper  will  be  continually  tending  to  ex- 
cess, must  be  manifest  to  every  reflecting  mind.  It 
is  not  proposed  to  enter  fully  into  this  subject  at  pre- 
sent; but  as  it  has  already  in  other  countries,  so  it 
must  necessarily  ere  long  in  this,  command  the  most 
serious  attention  of  government. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  measure  now  proposed  to  con- 
gress will  have  some  effect,  at  least,  in  counteracting 
the  tendency  to  excess  in  bank  issues.  While  it  may 
not  accomplish  all  that  is  to  be  desired,  it  is  believed 
it  will  effect  something.  To  the  extent  of  its  means 
employed,  its  operation  will  be  calculated  to  restrain 
issues  and  to  correct  excesses;  because,  in  the  first 
place,  every7  accession  of  good  currency  to  the  gen- 
eral mass,  tends  either  to  render  the  bad  worthless, 
so  that  in  time  it  shall  all  give  way  to  a better,  or  to 
compel  those  who  issue  such  bad  currency  to  raise 
its  value  by  preparing  for  its  redemption.  If  good 
currency  could  be  put  into  circulation  in  such  quan- 
tity as  to  meet  the  uses  of  the  country,  it  must  of 
course  expel  the  bad,  or  bring  about  a change  of  its 
character;  although!  it  is  equally  true  that,  while  the 
great  mass  be  badyiand  while  it  yet  circulates,  not 
having  become  entirely  worthless,  it  is  difficult  for  a 
small  amount  of  good  currency  to  share  in  the  gene- 
ral circulation,  since  it  is  liable  to  be  selected  from 
the  mass  for  purposes  which  that  mass  will  not  an- 
j swer.  And,  in  the  second  place,  the  exchequer  will 
act  beneficially  in  this  respect,  by  holding  all  state 
I banks  with  which  it  may  have  dealings  to  a punctual 
performance  of  their  obligations,  and  bringing  them 
j to  an  immediate  settlement  for  such  of  their  bills  as 
I may  find  their  way  into  it,  or  into  any  of  its  agen- 
I cies. 


It  is  not  intended  to  say  that  the  proposed  measure 
will  of  itself  be  able  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
great  evil  of  excessive  bank  issues,  or  that  govern- 
ment may  not  be  obliged,  hereafter,  to  adopt  other 
measures.  On  the  contrary,  as  already  suggested,  it 
is  apprehended  that  these  evils  may  yet  imperatively 
call  for  other  remedies.  But  it  is  believed  that  it 
will  have  a considerable  effect,  should  its  opera- 
tions be  as  successful  as  is  anticipated,  in  checking 
and  limiting  what  it  may  not  be  able  entirely  to  sup- 
press. 

But  there  is  another  very  important  consideration 
connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject.  One  great 
object  of  the  whole  measure  is  to  furnish  a sound 
currency,  in  the  form  of  treasury  notes,  redeemable 
on  demand  in  specie.  These  notes  can  get  into  cir- 
culation, and  be  kept  in  it,  only  in  two  ways;  first, 
by  payment  in  such  notes  of  debts  and  demands  on 
the  treasury;  and,  second,  by  buying  domestic  ex- 
changes. And  it  is  the  last  of  these  modes  which 
is  most  confidently  looked  to  as  furnishing  an  active 
and  continual  circulation  of  this  paper.  When  is- 
sued in  government  payments,  at  distant  points,  the 
general  tendency  of  the  notes  will  be  from  those 
points  to  the  great  Atlantic  cities,  according  to  the 
course  of  trade;  thus  leaving  the  place  of  their  first 
issue  without  the  benefits  of  their  circulation.  But 
it  is  evident  that  if  the  agencies  at  those  distant 
points  shall  be  authorised  to  purchase  bills  of  ex- 
change, a new  source  for  the  issue  of  sound  circulat- 
ing paper  will  be  opened,  and  the  exchange  thus  bought 
would  be  remitted,  wherever  the  demands  of  trade 
should  call  for  it. 

In  a country  of  such  varied  productions  as  the 
United  States,  some  parts  being  highly  commercial, 
others  manufacturing,  and  others  yielding  vast 
amounts  in  raw  material,  the  current  and  course  of 
exchange  has  periodical  changes.  It  flows  one  way 
or  the  other,  or  in  the  same  way  with  more  or  less 
force,  according  to  the  seasons.  Nor  is  this  course 
always  direct,  but  on  one  contrary  often  circuitous, 
winding  itself  through  several  distant  markets.  Com- 
modities in  many  parts  of  the  west  seek  a sale  in  the 
south,  not  expecting  payment  in  southern  products, 
but  in  means  availabe  in  the  north  and  the  east. 
The  happy  diversity  of  products,  and  these  useful 
ramifications  of  internal  trade,  demand  imperatively 
not  only  a currency  satisfactory  to  all,  but  the  means 
also  of  easy,  cheap  and  safe  dealing  in  exchange. 
And  these  two  objects  assist  each  other.  A good 
currency  enables  him  who  needs  exchange  to  buy 
it,  and  he  who  has  exchange  to  sell,  to  sell  it. 
Good  currency  and  safe  exchange  being  thus  mutual- 
ly convertible  and  acting  together,  all  under  proper 
limits  and  securities,  form  the  most  perfect  system 
of  paper  circulation.  The  power  to  deal  in  exchange 
seems  essential  to  any  considerable  circulation  of 
treasury  notes  in  the  south  and  west.  And  it  may 
be  added,  that  nothing  would  tend  more  to  counter- 
act the  concentration  of  moneyed  affairs,  at  one  or  a 
few  points,  than  the  ability  of  buying  domestic  ex- 
change with  good  paper,  redeemable  at  the  place  of 
purchase.  Commercial  transactions,  and  the  con- 
summation of  pecuniary  engagements,  naturally  con- 
centrate themselves  in  places  where  the  currency  is 
good.  There  is  no  remedy  against  this  concentration 
so  sovereign  as  the  supplying  of  a good  currency 
everywhere. 

A safe  system  of  exchange,  though  no  more  ex- 
tensive than  is  contemplated  by  this  bill,  will  be  o: 
great  use  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  othei 
respects,  besides  furnishing  the  means  of  keeping  i 
good  currency  in  circulation.  The  more  direct  ad- 
j vantages  flowing  from  it  are  not  inconsiderable.  A1 
| though  its  object  be  not  to  supply  capital  or  credi 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  or  to  make  advances,  al 
though  the  whole  system  is  limited  to  exchanges 
| strictly,  yet  it  cannot  fail  to  afford  very  importan 
facilities,  and  to  be  productive  of  much  general  be 
nefit. 

The  power  or  faculty  of  reaching  funds  alread; 
accumulated  in  a distant  part  of  the  country,  and  o 
I bringing  them  home  immediately,  and  without  loss 
is  a power  or  faculty  of  no  mean  importance,  in  th 
hands  of  those  whose  business  leads  them  to  fora 
j commercial  connexions  in  such  distant  parts.  Thi 
power  or  faculty  the  measure  under  consideratio 
proposes  to  confer  impartially  on  all,  to  the  exten 
of  its  means.  And  its  capacity  for  good,  in  this  respec 
is  confidently  left  to  the  judgment  of  those  whos 
practical  experience  has  rendered  them  most  core 
peteut  to  decide. 

As  to  any  dangerous  consequences  from  untowar 
J influences  in  buying  or  selling  exchanges,  it  is  to  b 
again  observed  that  the  exchequer  can  lend  mone 
I to  nobody,  it  can  furnish  capital  to  no  one  to  begii 
; carry  on,  or  uphold  his  business;  it  only  seeks  to  ei 
able  any  one  to  place  his  funds  where  he  nee< 
Uhem,  and  this,  as  it  will  be  seen,  is  to  be  done  und< 
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such  restrictions  as  that  all  idea  of  accommodation, 
and  therefore  all  idea  of  partiality  or  favor  to  in- 
dividuals, is  effectually  repelled.  All  real  borrow- 
ing and  lending  is  excluded,  and  bills  are  to  be 
taken  on  such  time  only  as  is  necessary  for  ordi- 
nary notice,  and  the  usual  transmission  of  intelli- 
gence. 

Over  operations,  begun  and  completed  in  so  short 
a time,  and  which  are  to  be  carried  on  in  the  face  of 
the  commercial  community — operations  which  allow 
so  little  of  favor  or  accommodation  to  any — it  is  not 
likely  that  unjust  or  partial  local  influences,  far  less 
likely  that  any  pernicious  central  influences,  will  ex- 
ercise control. 

It  may  be  objected  to  all  dealing  in  exchanges,  that 
parties  on  bills  will  become  debtors  to  government; 
that  in  case  of  any  general  pressure  they  will  peti- 
tion for  relief,  and  thus  embarras  government,  as 
well  by  neglect  of  punctuality  of  payment  as  by  im- 
portunity for  indulgence.  It  is  readily  admitted  that 
the  delicate  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  should 
be  avoided,  as  far  as  may  be  between  government 
and  the  people.  But  in  many  cases  it  must  exist. 
The  imposition  of  every  tax  creates  that  relation; 
every  custom  house  bond  creates  it,  ana  it  is  found  in 
many  other  forms.  But  a better  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection is,  that  the  credit,  so  far  as  any  may  arise 
under  the  operations  of  this  bill,  will  be  a commercial 
credit,  of  all  others  the  most  unlikely  to  be  violated; 
of  a few  days  continuance  only,  existing  between 
the  government  and  each  individual,  by  himself,  out 
of  which  no  common  cause,  no  common  interest 
in  delay,  no  common  importunity  for  relief,  can  well 
arise. 

As  the  great  object  of  the  whole  measure  is  to  put 
an  end  to  controversies,  and  give  repose,  it  is  left  to 
the  states  to  prohibit  the  practice  of  private  deposites 
and  dealing  in  exchange  within  their  respective 
limits,  if  any  of  them  shall  so  see  fit.  Of  such  pro- 
hibition no  apprehension  is  entertained,  yet  the  less 
scruple  has  been  felt  in  recommending  the  provi- 
sion, as  it  may  avoid  difficulties,  by  manifesting  a 
disposition  neither  to  tread  on  any  questionable 
ground,  nor  to  give  rise  to  unnecessary  differences  of 
opinion. 

The  plan  will  present  itself  to  all  the  states  and 
all  the  people.  It  proposes  general  benefit  to  all; 
and  no  fear  is  entertained  lest  either  the  states  or 
the  people  should  examine  it  with  too  close  a scru- 
tiny. 

The  section  which  authorises  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  issue,  if  found  necessary,  five  millions  of 
stocks,  is  designed  as  a provision  against  contingen- 
cies incident  to  the  fluctuations  of  trade.  In  an  agent 
of  government,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  creat- 
ed, it  is  proper  that  there  should  exist  every  security 
for  the  maintenance  of  its  credits.  Misfortunes  may 
fall  on  private  institutions,  in  the  revulsions  of  com- 
merce and  business,  and  they  may  be  compelled  to 
stop  payment;  but  whatever  is  identified  with  the 
character  of  government  should  be  placed  on  the 
safest  possible  foundations.  As  the  means  of  the 
country  are  most  ample,  its  credit  high,  and  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people  light  there  is  wisdom  in  giving' to 
the  exchequer  the  power  of  immediate  resort,  in  case 
of  necessity,  to  the  unstained  and  unquestionable 
faith  of  the  nation.  There  should  be  no  hesitation, 
no  scruple,  no  lingering  doubt,  about  the  ability  of 
the  institution  now  proposed  to  be  established,  to  ful- 
fil with  punctuality  all  its  engagements,  under  any 
occurrences,  not  of  force,  to  disturb  the  government 
itself. 

Such  are  the  general  views  of  the  important  mea- 
sure which  now  invites  the  consideration  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

The  extremes  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subjects 
jmbraced  in  this  bill,  are  embodied  in  the  system  of 
;he  sub-treasury  on  the  one  hand,  and  in  a bank  of 
he  United  States  on  the  other.  The  great  problem 
low  propounded  to  practical  statesmanship  is,  whe- 
her  repose  and  reconciliation  of  opinion  can  be  at- 
ained,  whether  an  end  can  be  put  to  distressing 
loubts  and  exasperated  controversies,  touching  the 
lolicy  of  the  government,  by  the  adoption  of  an  in- 
ermediate  system;  a system  exercising  no  ungranted 
lower,  establishing  no  monopoly,  bestowing  no  inde- 
feasible rights,  attempting  no  divorce  of  the  govern- 
nent  from  the  people;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
erting  the  most  austere,  though  the  most  indispen- 
able  and  plainly  constitutional  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  collection  of  the  taxes,  into  the  very  means 
f sustaining  the  industry,  interchanging  the  commo- 
ities,  and  increasing  the  gains  of  those  by  whom  taxes 
re  paid. 

This  intermediate  position,  the  plan  struck  out  in 
le  president’s  message  proposes  to  occupy.  On  the 
ne  hand,  it  performs  one  grand  function  which  the 
lb-treasury  could  not  and  did  not  seek  to  perform. 

It  asserts  and  recognises  the  constitutional  duty  of 
herishing  and  sustaining  the  commerce  between  the 


states  by  all  proper  and  constitutional  means,  and  | 
turns  away  from  nothing  within  the  limits  of  the  con-  i 
stitution  which  may  support  general  credit. 

It  admits  the  impolicy  and  impracticability,  with- 
out violence  to  the  business  of  life,  of  coercing  an 
entire  substitution  of  the  precious  metals  for  that 
convertible  currency  which  has  come  to  occupy  their 
place. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  a corporation;  it 
alarms  nobody  by  the  assertion  of  power  to  enter  the 
states,  to  engross  local  business,  or  grasp  at  local 
gains,  exempt  from  liability  to  local  burdens. 

If  a measure  may  ever  be  accomplished,  as  the 
good  sense,  the  fraternal  sentiments,  and  the  business 
necessities  of  the  American  people  must  lead  them 
ardently  to  desire,  by  which  existing  elements  of  dis- 
cord shall  be  withdrawn  from  national  politics,  and 
the  country  be  suffered  to  enjoy  tranquillity  in  things 
nearly  affecting  men’s  daily  labor  and  daily  bread,  it 
is  confidently  believed  that  it  may  be  matured,  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  legislature,  out  of  the  general  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  now  submitted  to  its  consideration. 

W.  FORWARD,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

A BILL 

AMENDATORY  OF  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  ESTABLISHING 
THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  created 
and  established  in  the  treasury  department,  at  the 
seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  aboard, 
to  be  called  the  exchequer  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  composed  of  the  secretary  of  treasury  for  the 
time  being,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  and  three  commissioners,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senate;  one  of  the  said  commissioners  first  ap- 
pointed, to  be  appointed  for  two  years,  one  for  four 
years,  and  one  for  six  years,  and  vacancies  subse- 
quently occurring,  to  be  so  filled  as  that  one  vacan- 
cy shall  regularly  occur  at  the  end  of  every  period 
of  two  years;  the  said  commissioners  not  to  be  re- 
moved from  office,  except  for  physical  inability,  in- 
competency, or  neglect  or  violation  of  duty;  and  in 
case  of  any  such  removal,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
president  to  lay  the  reason  thereof  before  the  senate. 
And  on  the  first  organization  of  the  board,  one  of  the 
three  commissioners  shall,  by  the  members  thereof, 
be  elected  president,  who  shall  hold  the  office  for 
two  years,  when  a new  election  shall  be  made;  and 
in  like  manner  a new  election  shall  take  place  after- 
wards at  the  end  of  each  successive  period  of  two 
years.  And  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  have 
authority  to  appoint  all  such  inferior  officers  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  board  the  transactions  of  its 
business  may  require,  the  amount  of  their  respective 
compensations  to  be  fixed  by  the  board,  who  may 
take  bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty 
for  such  sums  and  in  such  manner  as  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  shall  direct.  And  each  of  said  com- 
missioners shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 

dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  of  exchequer  shall  have  power  to  establish 
agencies  or  offices  in  such  of  the  cities  or  towns  of 
the  states  and  territories  of  the  United  States  as  it 
may  judge  expedient,  not  exceeding  two  in  any 
state  or  territory,  and  also  wherever  congress  may 
by  law  require  the  same  to  be  established;  and  such 
officers  and  agents  as  may  by  the  board  of  exchequer 
be  thought  necessary  for  the  management  of  such 
agencies,  and  the  transaction  of  their  business,  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  board  of  exchequer;  and  the 
said  board  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  amount  of  the 
respective  compensations  for  such  officers,  and  to 
provide  regulations  for  the  government  of  such  agen- 
cies, the  transaction  of  their  business,  and  the  ren- 
dering accounts  of  all  their  proceedings.  And  in 
such  regulations  they  shall  so  assign  and  arrange  the 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  said  agencies  as  that  one 
of  those  officers  shall  be  a check  and  control  upon 
the  other,  and  for  that  purpose  they  shall  require 
that  the  accounts  and  proceedings  of  each  shall  be 
entered  in  proper  books.  And  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  said  agencies  may  be  removed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  for  physical  inability,  or  incompe- 
tency, or  neglect  or  violation  of  duty,  but  it  shall  be 
his  duty  to  state  every  removal  of  any  principal  offi- 
cer of  any  agency,  with  his  reasons  therefor,  in  his 
general  annual  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  board 
of  exchequer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  ex- 
chequer and  its  officers  shall  be  the  general  agents  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for  receiving, 
safe-keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  and 
transferring  and  transmitting  the  same  under  the 
direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  all 


public  moneys  received,  from  whatever  sources, 
shall,  under  the  same  directions,  be  paid  into  the 
said  exchequer  or  its  agencies,  and  the  principal  offi- 
cers employed  in  such  agencies  shall  give  bonds  to 
the  United  States  for  such  amount  and  in  such  form 
as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  prescribe  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties.  And  the 
said  board  of  exchequer  and  its  several  agencies 
shall  pay  all  warrants,  drafts,  or  orders  made  there- 
on by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  by  all 
disbursing  officers  and  agents  of  the  government 
having  authority  to  make  such  drafts  or  orders.  And 
every  such  payment  shall  be  made,  at  the  option  of 
the  person  entitled  to  receive  it,  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  or  in  treasury  notes. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said  ex- 
chequer and  its  officers  shall  perform  the  duties  of 
commissioners  of  loans,  in  receiving  subscriptions, 
transferring  stock,  and  paying  dividends  and  interest 
thereon,  under  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  shall  render  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  all  necessary  facilities  for  transferring 
and  disbursing  the  public  funds  as  shall  be  required 
by  him,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  pension 
agents  under  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  and  shall  render  and  perform  all  other 
duties  and  services  in  relation  to  the  collecting,  keep- 
ing, and  disbursing  of  the  public  funds  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law  or  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  government, 
and  its  several  agencies,  to  receive  on  private  deposite 
gold  or  silver  coin  or  bullion,  the  property  of  indivi- 
duals, to  be  held  as  in  other  cases  of  deposites  made 
by  individuals  for  convenience  and  security;  and  to 
issue  certificates  of  the  fact  of  such  deposite  having 
been  made,  which  certificates  shall  always  be  redeem- 
ed on  presentation  at  the  agency  where  issued.  But 
the  amount  so  deposited  shall  never  exceed  in  the 
whole  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  distributed  by 
the  board  among  its  several  agencies  according  to 
the  extent  of  their  business  respectively;  and  for  is- 
suing such  certificates  no  higher  premium  shall  be 
demanded  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  indemnify  against 
the  hazard  of  loss  and  remunerate  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing the  deposite,  and  in  no  instance  to  exceed  the 
one-half  of  one  per  cent.  But  paper  issued  by  the 
board  and  its  several  agencies,  whether  in  the  form 
of  bills  or  of  certificates  of  deposite,  shall  be  re- 
deemable only  at  the  place  where  issued,  unless  the 
board  shall  see  cause  to  order  otherwise. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  exchequer,  within  three 
months  after  its  first  organization,  to  establish  such 
by  laws  and  rules  of  proceeding  as  it  may  judge  ex- 
pedient and  proper  for  the  regulation  of  its  concerns 
and  the  government  of  its  agencies;  and  copies  of  all 
existing  by  laws  and  regulations  shall  be  laid  before 
congress  every  year  at  its  annual  session. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to 
cause  to  prepared  treasury  notes  of  denominations 
not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars  which  notes  shall  be  signed  by  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States  and  countersigned  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  board  of  exchequer,  and  made  payable 
to  the  order  of  the  principal  agent  at  each  agency, 
and  shall  be  by  him  endorsed  when  issued  at  such 
agency,  and  which  noies  shall  be  redeemable  and 
shall  be  redeemed  in  gold  and  silver,  on  demand,  at 
the  agency  where  issued;  and  the  treasury  notes  in- 
tended to  be  issued  by  the  board  of  exchequer  at  the 
seat  of  government  shall  be  in  like  form,  and  shall 
be  payable  to  the  order  of  commissioners,  and  shall 
be  endorsed  by  some  one  of  them  when  issued,  and 
shall  be  redeemable  and  redeemed,  at  said  board,  on 
demand,  in  gold  and  silver;  and  exact  and  perfect 
lists  of  all  notes  so  signed  shall  be  kept  at  the  trea- 
sury, and  all  treasury  notes  issued  under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  act  may,  when  redeemed,  be  re-issued  by 
the  board  and  its  agencies  respectively. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  amount 
of  treasury  notes  issued  and  outstanding  shall  not,  at. 
any  one  time,  exceed  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  unless  otherwise  ordered  or  provided  by 
law;  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  authorised 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  application  of  the  board  of 
exchequer,  to  furnish  for  its  own  use  and  that  of  its  se- 
veral agencies  a suitable  amount  of  such  notes,  to  be 
used  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  and  all  dues 
to  the  United  States,  or  any  officer  and  department 
thereof,  may  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  in  treasu- 
ry notes  issued  under  this  act,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks 
which  shall  be  immediately  convertible  into  specie 
at  the  place  where  received. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board 
of  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  government  and  each  of 
its  agencies  shall  settle  weekly,  or  oftener,  with  all 
banks  in  their  neighborhood  whose  paper  they  may 
have  received,  and  pay  or  collect,  as  the  case  may 
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be,  all  balances  between  it  and  said  hanks;  and  no 
individual  shall  be  allowed  at  any  time  to  stand  as 
debtor  to  the  exchequer  or  any  of  its  agencies  in  ac- 
count, and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of 
exchequer,  and  each  of  its  several  agencies,  at  all 
times  so  to  limit  its  issues  that  its  gold  and  silver  on 
hand  shall  be  equal  to  one-third  the  amount  of  such 
issues  outstanding. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  of  exchequer  may  draw  bills  or  drafts  on  any 
of  its  agencies,  and  may  authorise  any  agency  to 
draw  bills  or  drafts  on  the  board  or  any  other  agen- 
cy, and  may  sell  and  authorise  its  agencies  to  sell 
such  bills  or  drafts  for  a premium  not  exceeding  the 
fair  cost  of  remitting  specie  to  the  place  of  payment, 
and  in  no  case  to  exceed  two  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  such  bill  or  draft. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  said  board  of  exchequer  and  each  of  its 
agencies  to  purchase  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  sub- 
ject to  the  following  rules  and  regulations: 

1.  No  bill  of  exchange  shall  be  bought  which  is 
payable  in  the  same  state  or  territory  in  which  it  is 

drawn,  nor  any  bill  payable  within  less  than 

miles  of  the  place  of  drawing. 

2.  Bills  drawn  on  places  not  more  than  five  hun- 
dred miles  distant  from  the  place  of  drawing  shall 
not  be  drawn  for  a longer  time  than  thirtv  days  from 
date;  and  bills  drawn  on  places  more  than  five  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  place  of  drawing  shall  not  be 
drawn,  for  a longer  time  than  thirty  days  from  sight. 

3.  In  no  instance  shall  more  be  demanded  from  the 
seller  of  such  bill,  by  way  of  interest  or  exchange, 
than  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num for  the  time  which  the  said  bill  has  to  run,  and 
a rate  of  exchange  never  exceeding  the  cost  of  remit- 
ting specie,  and  in  no  case  to  exceed  two  per  cent. 
And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  board  of  exchequer 
or  any  agency,  to  purchase  any  bill  drawn  by  or  upon 
any  member  or  officer  thereof,  or  in  which  such 
member  or  officer  shall  in  any  way  be  interested;  nor 
to  receive  any  deposite  of  any  money  belonging  to 
any  such  member  or  officer.  And  no  bill  shall  be 
purchased  or  draft  sold  at  any  agency,  without  the 
assent  of  at  least  two  of  the  officers  of  such  agency; 
nor  by  the  board  of  exchequer  without  the  assent  of 
two  of  its  members. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  agency 
established  in  any  state  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall,  contrary  to  any  law  which  such  state  may 
enact,  receive  any  other  deposites  than  those  of  the 
United  States,  or  make  or  sell  drafts,  or  purchase 
bills,  other  than  such  as  shall  be  necessary  in  the  col- 
lection, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  funds. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at  any 
time  it  shall  be  found  necessary'  to  carry  on  the  ope- 
rationsofthe  exchequer  board,  and  its  agencies  hereby 
created,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  cause  to 
be  prepared,  issued,  and  delivered  to  the  exchequer 
board  certificates  of  stock  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
usual  form,  bearing  interest  at  a rale  not  exceeding 
five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing five-millions  of  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  shall 
be  payable  semi-annually,  and  the  principal  shall  be 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government  after 
the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from  the  issue  there- 
of. And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  exchequer 
board  to  sell  and  transfer  the  said  stock  for  gold  or 
silver  coin,  or  bullion.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  exchequer  board  to  provide  for  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  said  stock  as  it  shall  be- 
come due,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal from'the  profits  and  other  means  and  resources 
of  the  board  and  its  agencies.  But  the  faith  of  the 
government,  nevertheless,  shall  be  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  the  principal  of  such 
stock. 

feec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board 
of  exchequer  and  its  several  agencies  shall  keep  se- 
parate and  distinct  sets  of  books,  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  and  recording,  in  one  set,  all  transactions  re- 
specting the  collection,  keeping  and  disbursing  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  transmitting  the  public  moneys 
from  place  to  place  tor  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  another,  all  transactions  and  accounts 
arising  from  dealings  in  exchange  and  other  transac- 
tions noton  government  account. 

And  all  profits  accruing  from  dealing  in  exchange 
on  individual  accountand  from  private  depositesshall 
be  applied  in  the  first  place  to  pay  all  salaries  and 
compensations,  and  to  defray  all  expenses  incurred 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  the  residue  there- 
of shall  be  placed  semi-annually  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  ol  the  United  States:  Provided , nevertheless , 
That  the  said  board  may  defer  all  such  credits  to  the 
treasurer,  until  the  amount  of  profits  aforesaid  be- 
yond expenses  shall  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  may  retain  said  amount  of  two  millions  as  a fund 
to  meet  all  contingencies  chargeable  on  the  exche- 
quer and  its  agencies. 


Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatif  it  shall  at 
any  time  become  necessary  to  bring  suit  on  any  bill 
of  exchange  or  other  debt  or  liability  arising  out  of 
any  transactions  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
such  suit  may'  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  any  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  state  court  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  neces- 
sary rooms  and  vaults  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  and  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agencies  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  the  treasury  department  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  in  the  custom  houses,  mint,  branch 
mints,  and  other  public  buildings  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  furnished 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service;  and  where 
the  same  cannot  be  so  furnished,  the  said  board  may 
provide  others. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  board  of  exchequer  to  appoint  as 
agent  for  the  board  any  specie  paying  bank  in  any 
state  in  cases  were  it  may  not  be  deemed  expedient 
to  establish  an  office  or  agency  of  the  said  board,  as 
hereinbefore  provided;  but  such  bank  shall  not  be  au- 
thorised in  any  event  to  receive  deposites  or  to  pur- 
chase or  sell  bills  or  drafts  on  account  of  the  board  of 
exchequer. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  full  and  ex- 
act accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and  its 
several  agencies  shall  be  furnished  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  as  often  as  he  may  prescribe;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  to  lay  abstracts  of 
the  same  before  congress  at  the  commencement  of 
each  annual  session,  and  to  furnish  full  and  particular 
accounts  and  statements  of  the  transactions  of  the 
board  and  its  agencies  when  required  by  congress; 
and  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter  shall,  so  soon  thereafter  as  the 
same  may  be  ascertained,  be  published  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  19.  Aiulbe  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  exchequer  board,  or  any  officer  or  clerk 
employed  in  its  business  or  any  of  its  agencies,  shall 
convert  to  his  own  use,  in  any  way,  any  money  or  se- 
curity deposited  with  or  belonging  to  the  said  board 
or  any  of  its  agencies,  or  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  dealing  or  de- 
positing with  the  said  board  or  any  agency,  he  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and,  on  conviction  there- 
of before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  a 

term  not  less  than nor  more  than years, 

and  to  a fine  equal  to  twice  the  sum  or  value  of  the 
property  embezzled. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatif  any  offi- 
cer or  member  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  or  any  of 
its  agencies  established  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  give  or  sign  a false  certificate  of  a depo- 
site having  been  made  with  any  agency,  or  shall  is- 
sue or  deliver  any  draft  or  bill  of  exchange  without 
having  received  the  full  amount  thereof,  and  cause 
the  receipt  of  the  same  to  be  duly  entered  in  tiie 
books  of  the  said  agency,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  any 
other  mal-practice  by  which  any  responsibility  of 
the  said  agency,  or  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  or  of 
the  United  Slates,  shall  be  improperly  created  or  in- 
creased, he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  for  a term  not  less  than  one 
year  nor  more  than  seven  years,  and  to  a fine  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  false  certificate  so  given,  or  of 
the  bill  or  draft  so  issued  or  delivered,  or  to  the 
amount  of  the  responsibility  so  created  or  increased. 


POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT,  Dec.  2,  1841. 

To  TIIE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES: 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  reporting  to  you 
the  condition  of  the  general  post  office,  1 have  to  re- 
gret that  my  recent  induction  into  office  will  prevent 
me  from  giving  you  that  full  developement  at  this 
time  so  necessary  to  a clear  understanding  of  the 
various  and  extended  operations  of  a department  so 
important  and  interesting  to  every  class  of  our  fel- 
low citizens. 

Unlike  the  other  departments  of  government, 
which  derive  their  support  from  the  national  treasury, 
the  general  post  office  looks  for  the  means  to  con- 
tinue and  extend  its  operations  to  the  income  derived 
alone  from  a successful  administration  of  the  laws 
prescribing  its  duties  and  privileges. 

The  general  post  office,  at  first  almost  the  creature 
of  administrative  discretion,  necessarily  so  remains, 
to  a great  degree,  at  the  present  time.  In  its  infan- 
cy, it  required  the  constant  and  vigilant  superinten- 


dence of  its  head  to  direct  its  affairs  in  such  manner 
as  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness,  commensu- 
rate with  the  increase  and  extent  of  population  and 
business.  Equal,  if  not  greater,  vigilance  is  demand- 
ed at  the  present  day.  . . 

It  is  to  be  desired  that,  in  the  general  administra- 
tion of  the  government,  as  little  of  discretion  as  pos- 
sible should  be  left  with  those  charged  with  public 
trusts;  and  I regret  my  acquaintance  with  the  details 
of  the  department,  at  this  time,  is  so  limited  as  not  to 
qualify  me  to  suggest  more  specifically  those  im- 
provements in  the  laws  pertaining  to  it,  where  iy 
much  of  that  discretion,  heretofore  exercised,  might 
be  restrained  and  profitably  regulated  by  legislative 
enactments.  The  properiety  of  these  remarks  will 
be  fully  demonstrated  by  a recurrence  to  the  history 
of  the  post  office  operations',  from  their  commence- 
ment to  the  present  time.  . 

In  1790,  the  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  the 
United  States  did  not  exceed  seventy-five;  the  number 

of  miles  of  post  road,  1,875;  the  revenue  $3 .,936; 
the  expenditure,  #32,140.  In  1840,  s.®e*J 

that  the  whole  number  of  post  offices  m the  United 
States  was  13,488;  the  number  of  miles  of  post  road, 
155,739;  the  gross  revenue  for  the  same  year  was 
#4,539,265,  and  the  expenditure  was  $4,ioJ,110. 
The  necessity  of  guarding,  as  far  as  practicable,  by 
specific  legislation,  such  an  amoun  o inr  ’ 
expenditure,  and  the  duties  ant*  ^ia^‘  1 ies  ° ^ 

agents,  must  be  apparent.  , . . . . 

As  has  already  been  remarkco,  6ie  ^r,Siaa  ' 
sign  in  the  establishment  of  the  pos.  ° 'ce  epar 
ment  was  that  its  income  should  be  made  to  a,n 
its  operations.  That  principle  ought  never  ° 
abandoned.  Whilst  the  department  should  not  o. 
regarded  as  a source  of  revenne  to  the  nation,  it 
should  never  become  an  annual  charge  to  its  treasury. 

Upon  assuming  the  discharge  of  the  duties  per- 
taining to  the  office  of  postmaster  general,  my  first 
object  was  to  investigate  its  financial  condition;  and 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I did  not  find 
it  in  that  prosperous  state  which  the  demands  upon  it 
require. 

The  income  of  this  department  is  always  liable  to 
be  affected  by  the  fluctuations  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  It  is  increased  or  depressed  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  or  depression  of  that  business. 

Besides  this  cause  of  fluctuation  in  its  income, 
other  causes  of  a reduction,  more  or  less  in  every 
year,  may  be  found  in  the  increased  facilities  which 
the  travel  upon  rail  roads  and  steamboats  furnishes 
for  the  transmission  of  letters  and  newspapers  by 
private  conveyance;  secondly,  in  the  great  extension, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  abuse,  of  the  franking  privi- 
lege; thirdly,  in  the  recent  establishment  of  what 
are  called  private  expresses,  upon  the  great  mail 
routes  of  the  United  States;  fourthly,  in  the  frauds 
practised  upon  the  department,  in  evading,  by  va- 
rious devices,  the  payment,  of  tne  postage  imposed 
by  law.  While  all  these  causes  operate  to  lessen  the 
revenue  of  the  department,  the  expenses  of  trans- 
porting the  mail  are  not  affected  or  lessened  bv 
.....1  T re.snec.tfullv  suggest  wb“*'  . » 

r „ __  — “er  tne  evils  to  which 

1 have  referred  do  not  deserve  the  serious  attention 
of  congress,  so  far  as  to  call  for  some  more  specific 
legislation,  whereby  they  may  be  removed  or  sup- 
pressed. 

The  total  gross  revenue  of  the  post  office  for  the 
fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July,  1840,  and 
terminating  on  the  30th  June,  1841,  was  #4,379,217 
78;  the  total  expenditure  for  the  same  time  was 
#4,567,238  39.  In  this  year  the  expenditures  ex- 
ceeded the  revenue  by  the  sum  of  #187,920  61.  A 
statement  of  the  expenditures,  more  in  detail,  will  in 
due  time,  as  required  by  law,  be  reported  to  congress. 

The  precise  income  and  expenditure  of  the  gene- 
ral post  office  cannot  be  known  in  any  one  year,  un- 
til the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  settlements  of 
all  accounts  have  been  completed.  Consequently, 
any  statement  of  expenditure  and  income,  for  the 
present  year,  is  liable  to  the  fluctuations  and  changes 
always  incident  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
service. 

The  expenditures  and  income  of  the  department 
for  the  current  year  may,  upon  estimate,  be  stated 
in  round  numbers  as  follows: 

Total  amount  of  revenue  derived  from 

postages,  fines,  and  all  other  sources  #4,380,000 

Expense  of  mail  transportation  3,145,000 

Commission  to  postmasters,  if  the  rates  of 

per  centage  remain  unchanged  1,015,000 

Ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters  20,000 

Incidental  expenses,  including  blanks, 

stationery,  printing,  &.c.  310,000 

Total  estimated  expenditure 
Total  estimated  income 


4.490.000 

4.380.000 

#110,000 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  probable  amount  of 
expenditure  will  exceed  the  amount  of  revenue,  as 
estimated,  by  $110,000. 

With  this  deficit  presenting  itself  so  palpably  to 
my  mind,  I have  essayed  to  infuse  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  service  a rigid  economy,  yet,  with  all 
the  savings  which  it  may  he  possible  to  make  by  the 
most  rigid  economy,  I am  satisfied  the  expenditure 
cannot  be  reduced  within  the  income,  without  either 
reducing  the  transportation  of  the  mail  below  the 
just  wants  of  the  community,  or  in  some  other  mode 
increasing  the  revenue  of  the  department. 

To  continue  the  present  amount  of  service,  and 
extend  it  with  the  growth  and  spread  of  our  popula- 
tion, particularly  in  the  west,  the  present  revenue, 
with  its  former  charges,  is  evidently  inadequate;  and 
a reduction  of  that  service  greatly  below  its  present 
standard  would  have  to  take  place,  unless  congress 
make  an  appropriation  from  the  public  treasury, 
which  I neither  ask  nor  desire  to  see  made. 

Upon  a view  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  with  a 
perfect  sense  of  the  delicate  responsibility  assumed. 

I have  felt  myself  imperiously  called  upon  to  exer- 
cise a power  vested  by  the  act  of  1825  in  the  post- 
master general,  and  have  readjusted  the  commissions 
heretofore  allowed  to  deputy  postmasters.  By  this 
regulation,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed,  there  will 
be  added  to  the  nett  annual  income  of  the  depart- 
ment about  $100,000.  I thought  it  better  to  do  this 
than  either  to  ask  congress  for  an  appropriation  or 
to  reduce  the  transportation  of  the  mail  below  the 
just  wants  of  the  community. 

When  it  is  known  that  this  reduction  has  been 
made  to  enable  the  department  to  send  intelligence 
among  the  people,  by  continuing  and  extending 
mail  facilities,  and  not  in  a spirit  of  parsimonious 
economy,  the  liberal  and  enlightened  of  all  sections 
will,  I am  persuaded,  approve  what  has  been  done; 
and  I will  not  allow  myself  to  believe  that  those 
whom  it  most  immediately  affects  will  view  it  in  an 
illiberal  spirit. 

Should  congress,  however,  not  approve  of  this 
measure,  they  will  have  it  in  their  power,  before  the 
order  takes  effect,  to  arrest  its  force;  and  will  no 
doubt  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  require  the 
reduction  of  mail  service,  or  to  provide  the  means  of 
paying  the  balance  which  will  be  due  to  contractors 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  annexed  report  of  the  auditor  of  the  post 
office  department  (marked  B)  will  exhibit  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  in  the  adjustment  and 
liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  postmasters  since  the 
4th  of  March  last. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  among  14,000  deputy 
postmasters  (appointed  generally  without  a personal 
knowledge  of  the  individuals  or  their  securities) 
there  will  be  found  some  who  will  prove  faithless  to 
their  trusts,  and  whose  securities  are  not  good  for 
; the  amount  due  the  department.  In  view  of  this  I 
; have  instituted  a rigid  inquiry,  not  only  into  the  fit- 
ness and  business  qualifications  of  the  postmasters 

* but  the  polvpnrv  nf  tLrGr  A.  ...  __.i_  • . i i ’ 

1 ' ^ ixu in  which  me 

1 best  results  may  be  anticipated.  This  operation, 

1 performed  in  part  by  the  special  agents  of  the  de- 
1 partment,  under  the  letter  of  instructions  annexed, 

1 (marked  C),  and  the  prompt  settlement  of  the  ac- 
1 counts  of  all  postmasters,  will  more  effectually  guard 
( the  department  from  losses  by  defaulting  postmasters. 

1 The  reduction  of  the  postage  upon  letters  is  a 
. subject  which  has  engaged  the  public  attention  for 
~ years,  and  is  one  of  great  interest  to  the  whole  com- 
' munity. 

e It  is  contended  by  many,  whose  opinions  are  enti- 
t tied  to  respectful  consideration,  that  the  reduction  of 
t postage  would  give  an  increase  of  revenue.  With- 
r out  undertaking  to  discuss  this  question  at  present,  I 
am  not  prepared,  from  the  present  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  department,  to  recommend  a reduction  of 
1 the  rates  of  postage,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  but  invite 
3 a modification  of  them  so  far  as  to  make  them  con- 
, form  more  generally  to  the  smaller  coin  of  the  U. 

) States,  and  solicit  a revision  of  the  laws  regulating  the 
•,  postage  on  newspapers.  I do  not  desire  that  the 
i rates  of  postage  on  newspapers  proper  should  be  in- 
- creased,  though  much  might  be  saved  to  the  depart- 
. ment  if  the  principle  of  pre-postage  was  applied  to 
t newspapers,  provided  such  regulation  was  deemed 
acceptable  to  public  opinion.  I must,  however, 
earnestly  invite  your  attention,  and  hope  you  will 
call  that  of  congress,  to  the  necessity  of  the  enact- 
ment of  some  law  by  which  a just  discrimination 
may  be  made  in  the  imposition  of  postage  on  news- 
i papers  proper  and  those  mammoth  periodicals  which 
assume  the  shape  and  name  of  newspapers,  but  which 
are,  in  fact,  the  republication  of  books,  reviews, 
1 and  novels,  sent  through  the  post  office,  not  always 
to  subscribers,  but  in  large  masses  to  agents,  to  vend 
in  the  markets  of  the  more  distant  cities,  towns,  and 
villages,  which  greatly  increase  the  size  and  weight 


of  the  mails  and  the  expense  of  transportation,  with- 
out a corresponding  remuneration  to  the  department. 
The  great  number  of  these  large  publications  which 
have  been  sent  by  the  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Wheel- 
ing has  mainly  contributed  to  the  frequent  irregular- 
ities of  the  western  mails  for  the  last  twelve  months. 

I respectfully  inquire  whether  it  is  just  that  the  U. 
States  mail  shall  be  compelled  to  transport  one  of 
these  papers,  weighing  nearly  a pound  for  a cent  and 
a half,  from  Boston  or  New  York  to  Louisville,  Ky. 
to  a factor,  to  sell  for  the  benefit  of  the  publisher, 
while  the  letter  of  friendship  or  of  business  is  taxed 
with  twenty-five  cents  postage  between  the  same 
points. 

I have  already  alluded  to  the  establishment  of  what 
are  called  private  expresses,  for  the  carrying  of  let- 
ters, packages,  and  newspapers,  upon  the  postroads 
of  the  United  States,  for  pay  and  compensation,  as 
one  cause  tending  greatly  to  the  reduction  of  the  re- 
venue of  the  department.  I must  beg  leave  again  to 
bring  the  subject  more  particularly  to  your  notice, 
under  a hope  that  you  will  invite  that  of  congress  to 
the  necessity  of  some  further  legislation,  more  ef- 
fectually to  protect  the  interests  and  the  rights  of 
the  general  government  in  its  post  office  department. 

If  there  is  any  grant  of  exclusive  power  to  con- 
gress upon  which  all  unite  in  opinion,  it  is  the  pow- 
er to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads;  and  it  may 
fairly  be  assumed  as  an  admitted  principle,  that 
when  congress,  in  the  exercise  of  that  power,  has 
established  a postroad,  the  right  of  a state,  or  the 
individuals  of  a state,  to  establish  lines  ot  transpor- 
tation, for  letters,  packages,  and  newspapers,  upon 
and  over  the  same  roads,  for  compensation,  cannot  be 
successfully  maintained. 

How  far  this  usurped  power  has  been  exercised  by 
individuals,  and  to  what  extent,  I am  not  fully  in- 
formed; but  the  information  communicated  to  the 
department  induced  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  first  assistant  postmaster  general,  while 
on  a temporary  visit  of  business  to  Philadelphia,  to 
collect  and  report  to  me  such  information  upon  the 
subject  as  his  other  engagements  would  permit;  and 
I have  the  honor  now  to  submit  to  you  his  report. 

Another  report  from  the  first  assistant  postmaster 
general,  herewith  submitted,  will  present  you  with  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  amount  of  mail  service  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1841,  and  the  rate  of 
cost  for  the  same  in  each  state  and  territory,  distin- 
guishing between  each  character  of  service.  By 
this  report  it  will  appear  that  the  U.  States  mail  was 
transported  on  rail  roads  and  steamboats  3,946,450 
miles,  at  the  cost  of  $585, s4b;  on  horse  and  in  sul- 
keys  12,088,862  miles  at  a cost  of  $781,80-7;  ill 
stages  and  coaches  18,961,213  miles,  at  the  cost  of 
$1,791,635;  making  a total  aggregate  of  annual 
transportation  of  34,996,525  miles,  at  the  rate  of 
cost  of  $3,159,375. 

The  act  of  1838  declares  that  “each  rail  road  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  United  States  which  now  is  or 
hereafter  may  be  completed  shall  be  a post  road;” 
and  in  that  law,  and  the  act  of  1839,  provisions  limit- 
ing the  amount  beyond  which  the  postmaster  general 
is  prohibited  from  paying  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  on  railways  will  be  found. 

Great  embarrassments  to  the  department  have 
arisen  in  the  making  of  contracts  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  with  many  of  the  rail  road  compa- 
nies, under  the  laws  now  in  force.  These  embar- 
rassments arise  mainly  from  two  causes:  the  one, 
that  the  price  which  the  department  is  enabled  to 
pay,  whether  in  reference  to  its  means  or  the  maxi- 
mum fixed  by  the  legislation  of  congress,  has  been 
deemed  inadequate  by  many  of  the  principal  compa- 
nies. The  other  arises  from  an  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  companies  to  run  by  a schedule 
prescribed  by  the  department;  preferring  to  run  at 
such  times  as  will  best  suit  the  travel  upon  the  road; 
regarding,  as  it  is  natural  for  them  to  do,  the  carry- 
ing of  the  mail  as  secondary  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers.  The  latter  evil  has  been  particularly 
felt  in  the  great  southern  mail,  on  its  transit  from 
Washington  city  to  New  York.  The  mail  going 
south  from  New  York  is  necessarily  thrown  upon  the 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  rail  road  in  the  night, 
between  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore;  and  the  south- 
ern mail  for  New  York  is  compelled  to  lie  over 
twelve  hours  in  Baltimore,  unless  the  Philadelphia 
company  can  be  induced  to  run  that  trip  also  in  the 
night.  This  they  have  declined  doing,  unless  the  de- 
partment would  pay  them  a compensation  greater 
than  is  authorised  by  the  laws  of  congress.  Under 
a hope  that  some  arrangement  could  be  made— to 
last  during  the  session  of  congress,  if  no  longer — I ad- 
dressed to  the  presidents  of  the  rail  road  companies 
concerned  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail  between 
the  city  of  Washington  and  .New  York  a letter,  a 
copy  of  which,  and  the  report  of  the  first  assistant 
postmaster  general  upon  this  subject,  are  herewith 

submitted, 


An  anxious  desire  to  effect  some  permanent  ar- 
rangement with  the  rail  road  companies  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  upon  a basis  which  shall 
be  both  just  and  uniform,  considering  the  nature  of 
the  service  performed  by  each,  induced  me  to  invite 
a meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  different  compa- 
nies, in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry next;  and  1 am  gratified  at  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  all  who  have  been  heard  from  have  consented 
to  attend,  and  a hope  is  cherished  that  some  arrange- 
ment, satisfactory  to  all  parties  and  beneficial  to  the 
public,  may  yet  be  effectual. 

The  improved  mode  of  intercommunication  by 
rail  road  and  steam,  operating  under  chartered  rights 
granted  by  the  states,  and  over  which  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  the  general  government,  much  less  the 
post  office  department,  can  exercise  any  control,  im- 
poses upon  congress,  in  my  opinion,  new  duties  and 
obligations,  which  can  only  be  cancelled  by  the 
adoption  of  some  measure  whereby  the  post  office 
department  may,  upon  adequate  consideration,  se- 
cure by  compact  the  right  to  transport  the  mail  in  the 
cars  of  rail  road  companies,  and  at  the  same  time 
give  to  the  department  the  power  to  control  the  de- 
parture and  arrival  of  the  same. 

There  is  now  paid  to  the  different  rail  road  compa- 
nies, annually,  over  $400,000  for  the  service,  without 
power  in  the  department  to  regulate  the  travel,  arri- 
val and  departure  of  the  mail;  and  constant  and  fre- 
quent difficulties,  both  in  entering  into  and  the  exe- 
cution of  contracts,  are  presented. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  present  was  a most 
favorable  period  for  the  adoption  of  some  measure 
by  congress,  whereby  to  secure  to  the  United  States 
the  right  to  transport  the  mail  upon  these  roads  in  all 
time  to  come,  free  of  any  annual  charge  upon  the 
post  office  department,  by  the  advancement  of  a sum 
in  gross,  which  may  be  agreed  upon,  to  each  of  these 
companies,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  willing  to  con- 
tract. Many  of  the  rail  road  companies,  and  some 
of  them  constituting  most  important  links  in  the  great 
chain  of  intercommunication  between  Boston  and 
Charleston,  owing  to  the  great  derangement  of  the  mo- 
netary concerns  of  the  world,  and  the  depression  of 
all  state  and  company  stocks,  find  themselves  labor- 
ing under  embarrassments  and  difficulties,  which  the 
:aid  of  the  general  government,  applied  in  the  way 
proposed,  would  effectually  remove,  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  to  the  United  States  the  advantage  and 
the  ample  equivalent  of  transporting  the  mail  upon 
these  roads. 

The  credit  of  the  United  States  to  an  amount  not 
greater  than  the  sum  necessary  to  produce,  at  five 
per  cent,  interest,  the  amount  paid  by  the  post  office 
department  to  these  companies  annually,  would,  I 
have  no  doubt,  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  this  desi- 
rable end.  The  prompt  and  favorable  action  of  con- 
gress upon  this  subject  at  the  present  time  would  ef- 
fectually secure  the  government  against  the  danger 
of  being  called  upon  for  occasional  and  large  appro- 
priations to  meet  the  balances  due  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

Do  I ask  the  United  States  to  do  more  for  the 
post  office  department  than  justice  would  seem  to 
demand,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
whole  expense  of  the  official  correspondence  ot  the 
government  and  the  public,  and  private  correspon- 
dence of  those  entitled  by  law  to  the  franking  privi- 
lege, is  sustained  and  paid  by  a tax  upon  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  community?  If  by  this  arrangement 
the  department  is  relieved  from  the  heaty  annual 
charge  as  now  rated,  (and  it  has  neither  the-power  to 
lessen  it  nor  to  prevent  its  increase),  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  object  so  much  demanded  by  considerations 
of  public  justice  (that  of  reducing  the  tax  upon  the 
friendly  and  business  correspondence  of  individuals 
will  be  attained,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  useful- 
ness of  the  public  mail  greatly  enlarged  and  extend- 
ed to  those  portions  of  the  union  hitherto  measurably 
denied  the  necessary  mail  facilities. 

If  the  government  was  required  to  pay  postage 
upon  official  correspondence,  and  if  the  franking  pri- 
vilege was  abolished  or  reduced  to  proper  limits,  the 
revenue  of  the  department  would  be  increased  to  an 
amount  sufficient  of  itself  to  pay  the  interest  upon 
the  debt  to  be  incurred  by  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, and  liquidate  the  principal  in  less  than  thirty 
years. 

I respectfully  submit  to  the  president  the  pro- 
priety of  communicating  to  congress  the  views  which 
I entertain  and  have  here  expressed  upon  this  subject. 

Some  embarrassments  to  the  free  transit  ol  the 
United  States  mail  coaches  over  that  part  of  the 
Cumberland  road  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  the 
state  of  Virginia  have  been  experienced  during  tho 
present  year,  incident  to  a right  assumed  by  the  au- 
thorities of  that  state  to  impose  a tax  upon  the  coach 
transporting  the  mail.  . 

In  the  act  of  congress  proposing  a cession  ol  all 
right  which  the  United  States  claimed  over  said  road, 
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upon  certain  conditions,  to  the  states  through  which 
it' passed,  it  was  expressly  provided  that  no  toll  upon 
the  stages,  coaches,  &c.  conveying  the  United  States, 
mail  should  be  imposed.  With  this,  among  other  re- 
servations and  exceptions,  the  states  of  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  accepted  the  ces- 
sion and  assumed  the  control  over  so  much  of  the 
road  as  is  within  their  respective  territories.  It  ap- 
pears that,  by  a subsequent  act  of  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature, so  much  of  the  act,  by  which  she  accepted 
the  road,  exempting  the  stage,  coach,  &c.  conveying 
the  United  States  mail  from  the  payment  of  tolls, 
was  repealed,  and  a tax  was  authorised  to  be,  and 
“was,  imposed  upon  the  same.  Without  detaining 
you  with  a further  narrative  upon  this  subject,  1 sub- 
mit the  fetters  and  correspondence  of  the  department 
in  relation  thereto,  and  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same.  Though  the  amount  charged  and  exacted 
at  the  single  gate  in  Virginia  is  inconsiderable,  yet, 
if  she  have  the  right  to  impose  the  toll,  the  other 
states  have  an  equal  right,  and  will,  most  unquestiona- 
bly, assert  it;  and  thus  an  additional  annual  burden 
of  near  $9,000  will  be  added  to  the  transportation  of 
the  United  States  mail  over  that  road,  which  is  al- 
ready the  most  expensive  mail-coach  service  in  the 
United  States. 

It  is  proper  I should  inform  you  that  the  prosecu- 
tion instituted  against  the  agent  of  Virginia,  before  I 
was  called  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  de- 
partment, for  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  United 
States  mail  on  said  road,  by  closing  the  toll-gate 
against  the  free  passage  of  the  coach  conveying  the 
mail,  has,  upon  .my  suggestion,  been  suspended,  for 
the  present,  under  a hope  that,  upon  a full  represen- 
tation of  this  subject,  by  the  proper  authority,  to  the 
state  of  Virginia,  all  cause  of  difficulty  might  be  re- 
moved, without  the  necessity  of  a penal  prosecution. 

I submit,  for  your  information,  the  report  of  the 
chief  clerk  of  the  post  office  department,  in  reference 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation,  made  at  the 
extra  session  of  congress,  to  pay  the  debts  due  to 
contractors  and  others,  for  services  rendered  prior  to 
the  31st  of  March,  1S41. 

There  are  other  matters  of  detail,  connected  with 
the  service  of  this  department,  which  by  law  are  re- 
quired to  be  reported  to  congress;  and  it  is  therefore 
deemed  inexpedient  to  bring  them  particularly  to 
your  notice  in  this  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respectful  considera- 
tion, your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFFE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THE  NAVY. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  December  4,  1841. 

To  THE  PERSIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES: 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  navy  of  the  United  States  is  composed  of — 

Eleven  ships  of  the  line,  of  which  one  is  rated  for 
120  guns,  and  ten  for  74  guns. 

Fifteen  frigates  of  the  first  class  of  which  one  is 
rated  for  44  guns,  and  14  for  44  guns. 

Two  frigates  of  the  second  class  of  thirty-six  guns 
each. 

Eighteen  sloops  of  war,  of  which  eleven  are  rated 
for  twenty  guns,  two  for  eighteen  guns,  and  five  for 
sixteen  guns.  m 

Two  brigs  and  four  schooners,  rated  for  ten  guns 
each. 

Four  steamers;  besides 

Three  store-ships,  three  vessels  used  as  receiving 
vessels,  and  five  small  schooners. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  de- 
partment, the  ships  in  commission  were  employed  as 
follows; 

In  the  Mediterranean,  the  Ohio,  of  74  guns,  Cap- 
tain Lavallette;  the  Brandywine  forty-four  guns,  Cap- 
tain Bolton;  and  the  Cyane,  of  twenty  guns.  Com- 
mander Percival,  who  was  relieved  on  the  account 
ill  healt  h,  and  succeeded  by  Commander  Latimer;  the 
whole  squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Hull.  The  Cyane  was  relieved  by  the  sloop  of  war 
Preble,  Commander  Voorhees,  and  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  May  last,  her  cruise  having  been 
performed.  The  Ohio  returned  on  the  17th  of  July 
last,  and  the  Brandywine  on  the  8th  of  May  last. 
The  return  of  the  Brandywine  was  owing  to  parti- 
cular causes,  not  connected  with  the  original  pur- 
poses of  her  cruise;  and,  as  her  presence  in  the  Me- 
diterranean was  important,  she  was  ordered  back, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Geisinger.  In  July 
last,  the  sloop  of  war  Fairfield,  Commander  Tattnall, 
sailed  for  tiio  Mediterranean,  taking  out  commodore 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  who  now  commands  the  squa- 
dron on  that  station.  The  squadron  consists  at  pre- 
sent of  the  Brandywine,  Fairfield  and  Preble,  The 
honor  of  the  flag,  in  its  intercourse  with  those  of 


other  nations,  appears  to  have  been  properly  sustain- 
ed by  this  squadron;  a due  support  and  countenance 
have  been  afforded  to  our  mercantile  interest,  and  the 
amicable  relations  of  our  country  with  foreign  nations 
have  been  respected  and  preserved. 

In  fhe  Pacific  ocean  the  frigate  Constitution,  Cap- 
tain Turner;  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis,  Commander 
French  Forest;  the  sloop  of  war  Yorktown,  Com- 
mander Aulick;  the  sloop  of  war  Dale,  Commander 
Gauntt;  and  the  schooner  Shark,  Lieutenant  Bige- 
low; the  whole  under  the  command  of  com.  Alex- 
ander Claxton.  Commodore  Claxton  died  at  Talcu- 
ahana  in  March  last,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  service 
and  the  just  regret  of  the  country.  Upon  that  event, 
the  chief  command  of  the  squadron  devolved  on 
captain  Daniel  Turner,  who  returned  to  the  United 
States  with  the  Constitution  on  the  31st  of  October 
last,  the  time  of  her  cruise  having  expired.  Com- 
modore Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones,  having  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  that  station,  will  sail  in  the  frigate 
United  States  in  the  course  of  the  next  fortnight.  The 
sloop  of  war  Cyane,  Commander  Stribling,  sailed  for 
the  same  station  early  in  November.  Upon  the  arri- 
val of  Commodore  Jones,  Ihe  squadron  in  the  Pacific 
will  consist  of  the  frigate  United  States,  the  sloops  of 
war  St.  Louis,  Yorktown,  Cyane  and  Dale,  and  the 
schooner  Shark. 

Orders  were  given  to  Commodore  Claxton  to  em- 
ploy one  of  his  vessels  in  cruising  in  the  Gulf  of  Ca- 
lifornia and  along  the  northwest  coast  of  America, 
and,  if  circumstances  should  permit,  to  despatch  ano- 
ther to  visit  the  Sandwich  and  Friendly  islands,  in 
order  to  afford  protection  and  assistance  to  our  citi- 
zens engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries.  In  obedience  to 
this  order,  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis,  commander 
French  Forrest,  was  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  Gulf  and 
along  the  western  coast  of  California.  This  duty 
was  performed  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to  Com- 
mander Forrest.  The  atrocities  committed  on  Ame- 
rican and  English  residents  at  Monterey  and  its  neigh- 
borhood, by  the  Mexican  authorities,  are  well  known. 
Under  the  unfounded  pretence  of  a conspiracy  among 
the  foreigners  to  wrest  the  country  from  Mexico,  and 
to  set  up  a separate  and  independent  government  of 
their  own,  they  were  attacked  by  armed  soldiers  in 
the  night,  wounded,  beaten,  imprisoned,  sent  in  chains 
to  a distant  place,  and  their  property  destroyed,  with- 
out even  the  forms  of  trial.  In  the  midst  of  these 
outrages,  Commander  Forrest  arrived  upon  the  coast, 
and,  by  his  prompt  and  spirited  interposition,  vindi- 
cated and  secured  the  rights  not  only  of  American 
citizens,  but  of  British  subjects  residents  in  Upper 
California.  For  these  services  Commander  Forrest 
received,  and  appears  to  have  well  deserved,  a formal 
expression  of  the  thanks  both  of  American  and  En- 
glish residents. 

In  consequence  of  the  civil  disturbances  in  Upper 
Peru,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  despatch  the  Shark, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  A.  Bigelow,  to 
cruise  upon  that  coast.  The  movement  was  judicious 
and  well  timed,  and  the  delicate  trust  reposed  in 
Lieutenant  Bigelow  was  discharged  in  a manner  high- 
ly satisfactory  to  this  department.  The  property  of 
American  citizens,  exposed  to  the  rapacity  and  law- 
less violence  of  contending  factions  in  the  midst  of 
civil  war,  was  effectually  protected,  whilst  all  who 
witnessed  the  operations  of  the  Shark  were  inspired 
with  increased  respect  for  the  American  flag.  It  is 
highly  gratifying  to  observe,  that  Lieutenant  Bige- 
low, as  well  as  Commander  Forrest,  extended  the 
protection  of  our  flag  to  the  citizens  and  subjects 
of  other  countries  as  well  as  to  those  of  our  own. 

In  further  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  sloop  of  war  Yorktown,  Commander  Au- 
lick, was  despatched  in  May  last  to  the  Sandwich  and 
Friendly  islands,  with  a view  to  render  such  assis- 
tance as  might  be  necessary  to  our  whale  fishers  and 
other  citizens  trading  in  that  part  of  the  Pacific.  No 
intelligence  has  been  received  from  her  since  she  left 
Valparaiso. 

The  conduct  of  this  squadron,  as  well  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Claxton  as  under  that  of 
Captain  Turner,  has  been  highly  satisfactory  to  the 
department.  No  disorder  nor  failure  in  duty  has  yet 
been  reported  to  me,  calling  for  my  censure  or  dis- 
approbation. On  the  contrary,  the  strictest  regard 
appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  honor  of  the  flag, 
and  to  the  duties  which  it  owed  to  the  country  and 
its  citizens.  Captain  Turner  very  properly  availed 
himself  of  an  opportunity  to  show  respect  to  a friendly 
power,  by  receiving  on  board  the  Constitution,  at  Cal- 
lao, and  conveying  to  Rio,  the  Brazilian  charge  d’af- 
faires. For  this  act  of  courtesy  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  imperial  government. 

I would  respectfully  solicit  your  attention,  in  a par- 
ticular manner,  to  the  situation  of  American  inte- 
rests in  the  Pacific  ocean.  According  to  an  estimate 
made  by  an  intelligent  gentleman  lately  returedfrom 
the  1 acific,  there  are  at  this  time  not  less  than  forty 
millions  of  dollars  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries  alone, 


of  which  the  greater  part  is  American.  I have  great 
confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  this  estimate;  but,  even 
if  it  be  too  large,  there  will  remain,  after  all  reason- 
able deductions,  an  interest  of  vast  magnitude  and 
importance.  American  merchants  have  formed  es- 
tablishments in  different  parts  of  the  coast,  from  Chili 
to  Columbia  river,  some  of  them  very  extensive  and 
important,  and  all  of  them  worthy  the  attention  of 
government.  In  Upper  California  there  are  already 
considerable  settlements  of  Americans,  and  others 
are  daily  resorting  to  that  fertile  and  delightful  re- 
gion. Such,  however,  is  the  unsettled  condition  of 
that  whole  country  that  they  cannot  be  safe,  either 
in  their  persons  or  property,  except  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  naval  power.  This  protection  cannot 
be  afforded  in  proper  degree  and  with  suitable  prompt- 
ness by  so  small  a squadron  as  we  have  usually  kept 
in  that  sea.  To  cruise  along  so  extensive  a coast, 
calling  at  all  necessary  points,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  visit  those  parts  of  the  Pacific  In  which  the  pre- 
sence of  our  ships  is  necessary  for  the  protection  and 
assistance  of  our  whale  fisheries,  requires  twice  the 
number  of  vessels  now  employed  in  that  service.  It 
is  highly  desirable,  too,  that  the  Gulf  of  California 
should  be  fully  explored;  and  this  duty  alone  will  give 
employment  for  a long  time  to  one  or  two  vessels  of 
the  smallest  class.  For  these  reasons  I have  caused 
estimates  to  be  prepared  for  a large  increase  of  the 
Pacific  squadron. 

I also  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  establishing,  at  some  suitable  point  on 
our  territory  bordering  that  ocean,  a post  to  which 
our  vessels  may  resort.  Many  positions  well  adapt- 
ed to  this  object  may  be  found  between  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  river  and  Guayaquil,  which,  it  is  presumed, 
may  be  procured,  if  they  be  not  to  be  found  on  our 
own  territory.  Our  public  vessels  cruising  in  that 
ocean  are  generally  absent  from  the  United  States 
not  less  than  four  years;  within  which  time  they  ne- 
cessarily require  a variety  of  supplies  which  cannot 
now  be  obtained  without  very  great  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense. Any  considerable  repair  is  almost  impossible, 
with  all  the  means  which  can  be  furnished  by  all  the 
nations  of  the  coast.  Such  a post  would  also  be  of 
incalculable  value  as  a place  of  refuge  and  refresh- 
ment to  our  commercial  marine.  I need  not  enlarge 
on  the  many  and  great  benefits  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  establishment  of  some  general  ren- 
dezvous for  all  our  vessels  trading  and  cruising  in  this 
distant  sea. 

In  addition  to  this,  a naval  depot  at  the  Sand- 
wich islands  would  be  of  very  great  advantage.  It 
is  a central  point  of  the  trade  carried  on  in  the  Pa- 
cific, and  possesses  many  peculiar  recommendations 
ol  climate  and  local  conveniences  and  accommoda- 
tions. 


guns,  Capt.  Storer;  sloop  of  war  Concord,  Comman- 
der Boerum;  Marion,  Commander  Belt;  Decatur,  Com- 
mander Ogden;  and  schooner  Enterprise,  Lieutenant 
Goldsborough;  all  under  the  command  of  commodore 
Charles  G.  Ridgely. 

Commodore  Ridgely,  having  desired  to  be  reliev- 
ed, in  consequence  of  ill  health,  and  having  been  in- 
formed that  his  successor  would  soon  leave  the  Unit- 
ed States,  returned  home  in  the  Constitution,  leaving 
the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Storer. 
This  was  in  nowise  injurious  to  the  service;  and  the 
reasons  assigned  by  Commodore  Ridgely  for  his  re- 
turn before  the  arrival  of  his  successor  are  altoge- 
ther satisfactory  to  the  department.  On  the  1st  No- 
vember, the  Delaware  of  74  guns,  captain  C.  S.  Mc- 
Cauley, having  on  board  commodore  Charles  Morris, 
left  Hampton  Roads  for  this  station.  On  her  arrival 
the  squadron  «'iU  CC.nsist  of  thc 
Concord,  Marion,  Decatur  and  Eriterprize,  all  undei 
the  command  of  Com.  Morris. 


Nothing  of  particular  interest  has  occurred  in  the 
operations  of  this  squadron.  The  friendly  relations 
of  our  country  with  the  government  of  the  coast 
have  been  strictly  maintained,  and  the  rights  of  our 
citizens  have  been  duly  respected  by  the  local  autho- 
rities. 


In  the  West  Indies,  the  Macedonian,  of  thirty-six 
guns,  commodore  Jesse  Wilkinson;  the  sloops  of  war 
Levant,  Commander  Fitzhugh;  and  Warren,  Com- 
mander Jamesson.  This  squadron  was  ordered  to 
retut n to  the  United  States,  to  avoid  the  hurricane 
season  in  the  West  Indies,  and  is  still  here;  The 
sloop  of  war  Vandalia,  Commander  Ramsay,  will 
take  the  place  of  the  Levant,  and  the  whole  squadron 
will  be  ordered  back  to  its  station  as  soon  as  the  ves- 
sels can  be  supplied  with  crews. 


In  the  East  Indies,  the  frigate  Constellation,  of 
thirty-six  guns,  commodore  Laurence  Kearny,  and 
sloop  of  war  Boston,  Commander  Long,  all  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  Kearny.  The  latest  de- 
spatches from  this  squadron  are  dated  at  sea,  off  the 
cape  of  Good  Hope,  31st  July,  1841.  At  that  time  the 
officers  and  crews  of  both  vessels  were  in  good  health 
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and  they  were  making  the  best  of  their  way  to  the 
place  of  their  destination. 

The  exploring  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  consists  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Vincennes,  commanded  by  that  officer;  the  Pea- 
cock, Lieut.  Hudson;  the  brig  Porpoise,  Lieut.  Ring- 
gold;  and  the  schooner  Flying  Fish,  as  a tender  to 
the  squadron. 

Intelligence  down  to  the  6th  of  April,  1840,  has 
been  communicated  in  previous  reports  from  this  de- 
partment. At  that  time  the  squadron  was  in  New 
Zealand.  In  further  prosecution  of  his  cruise,  Lieu- 
tenant Wilkes  visited  the  Feejee  islands,  and  succeed- 
ed in  establishing  useful  regulations  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  some  of  the  principal  chiefs.  His  sur- 
veys of  this  group  were  prosecuted  with  great  care 
and  industry,  and  have  'served  to  ascertain  the  posi- 
tions of  a large  nurojjer  of  dangerous  reefs,  and  to  in- 
dicate many  secure  and  convenient  harbors.  This 
will  be  of  great  value  to  our  citizens  trading  with  that 
group,  and  particularly  to  the  whalers.  In  many  of 
the  harbors,  in  which  hitherto  it  was  considered  too 
dangerous  to  enter,  whales  abound,  although  very  few 
are  to  be  found  in  the  neighboring  sea. 

The  melancholy  tragedy  which  has  already  been 
announced  in  the  public  journals  was  enacted  at  this 
group.  Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Underwood  and  midship- 
man Wilkes  Henry,  while  engaged  in  surveying,  were 
treacherously  assailed  by  the  natives,  and,  after  a 
brave  but  ineffectual  resistance,  were  murdered,  be- 
fore it  was  possible  to  relieve  them.  Their  bodies 
were  rescued  and  properly  interred,  and  Lieutenant 
Wilkes  inflicted  on  the  offending  savages  a severe 
chastisement,  which  will  probably  deter  them  from 
similar  outrages  in  future.  He  was  also  fortunate 
enough  to  capture  a noted  chief,  who  instigated  the 
massacre  of  a greater  part  of  the  crew  of  the  brig 
Charles  Dagget,  of  Salem,  in  1834.  This  chief  he 
proposes  to  bring  to  the  United  States,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  the  government  shall  direct. 

At  the  last  dates,  24th  November,  1840,  the  squad- 
ron was  at  the  Sandwich  islands,  undergoing  repairs. 
It  was  the  intention  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes  to  visit  the 
northwest  coast  of  America,  and  to  return  to  the  U. 
States  early  in  the  summer  of  1842. 

A squadron  of  small  schooners,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant  John  T.  McLaughlin,  has  for  sometime 
been  co-operating  with  the  army  in  Florida.  This 
force  has  been  increased,  since  the  last  annual  report 
from  this  department,  by  the  addition  of  three  reve- 
nue cutters,  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  depart- 
ment for  that  purpose,  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  a new  schooner  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  war  department.  The  whole  force  now  consists 
of  seven  schooners. 

Important  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  this  lit- 
tle squadron  in  tnC  militaj7  operations  in  Florida.  It 
has  furnished  the  means  of  penetrating  the  interior  of 
the  country  and  attacking  the  enemy  in  his  fastnesses. 
Lieut.  McLaughlin  has  manifested  great  bravery, en- 
ergy  and  zeal,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  him,  and  to 
the  force  under  his  command,  for  the  handsome  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  acquitted  themseives. 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  July,  lS40,  the  brig  Con- 
sort, under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Powell,  has 
been  diligently  engaged  In  the  survey  of  the  coast, 
from  the  bay  of  Appalachicola  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi.  This  survey  was  completed  in  June  last, 
and  Lieutenant  Powell  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
survey  of  the  South  shoals  of  Nantucket. 

The  brig  Dolphin,  Commander  Bell,  and  schooner 
Grampus,  Lieutenant.  Paine,  returned,  the  former  in 
May,'  and  the  latter  in  August  last,  from  their  second 
cruise  on  the  coast  qf  Africa.  These  vessels  have 
been  actively  and  efficiently  engaged  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  and  in  the  protection  of  our 
citizens  engaged  in  commerce  on  that  coast.  I re- 
gret to  say  that  their  officers  and  crews  have  suffered 
severely  from  the  diseases  of  the  climate;  and  it  is 
owing  in  a great  degree  to  the  constant  vigilance  and 
prudent  precautions  of  the  commanders,  that  their 
sufferings  were  not  still  greater.  Notwithstanding 
the  extreme  sickliness  of  the  climate,  it  is  impossible 
to  dispense  with  a squadron  on  that  coast.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  interesting  duty  of  suppressing  the  slave 
trade,  which  could  not  be  otherwise  effected,  the  law- 
ful com  pierce  of  our  citizens  with  all  parts  of  the 
coast  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  already  employs  a very 
large  capital,  This  trade  is  an  object  of  so  much 
importance,  and  is  contended  for  in  so  strong  a spirit 
of  rivalry  by  traders  of  different  countries,  that  the 
presence  of  national  vessels  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
protect  them  in  their  just  rights,  and  to  prevent  those 
outrages,  unfriendly  to  the  harmony  of  nations,  to 
which  men  are  often  driven  by  the  thirst  of  gain.  It 
is  also  worthy  of  consideration,  that  the  presence  of 
our  public  vessels  is  of  great  importance  to  our  colo- 
nists, by  giving  them  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the 
neighboring  native  tribes.  These  views  give  great 
interest  to  this  squadron,  and  render  it  desirable  that 


it  should  be  placed  upon  the  most  effective  footing. — 
Many  additional  precautions,  however,  are  necessary, 
in  order  to  protect  the  crews  from  the  fatal  diseases 
of  the  climate,  and  thus  to  enable  the  squadron  pro- 
perly to  discharge  its  duties.  I have  taken  measures 
to  obtain  the  requisite  information  upon  this  point, 
and  hope  to  be  able  to  avail  myself  of  it  when  a new 
squadron  shall  be  appointed  to  that  service. 

The  operations  of  these  vessels  have  been  highly 
valuable  in  protecting  the  rights  of  our  citizens  en- 
gaged in  trade,  and  in  preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves. 
They  have  performed  all  that  could  have  been  rea- 
sonably expected  of  so  small  a force.  An  additional 
number  of  vessels,  some  of  which  should  be  of  larger 
size,  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary  for  the  security 
of  our  increasing  trade  in  that  quarter,  and  for  the 
effectual  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  This  trade, 
I regret  to  say,  is  still  carried  on  to  a considerable 
extent,  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers, 
aided  by  the  active  co-operation  of  those  of  England. 

Representations  having  been  made  to  the  depart- 
ment of  an  act  of  unlawful  violence  committed  against 
American  citizens  on  the  coast  of  New  Grenada,  the 
brig  Dolphin,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Kean, was  despatched  to  that  quarter  in  September 
last,  with  such  instructions  as  were  deemed  necessary 
to  redress  the  wrong,  and  to  guard  against  the  com- 
mission of  similar  outrages  in  future.  Intelligence 
has  been  received  as  late  as  15th  October,  at  which 
time  she  had  reached  her  place  of  destination.  The 
particular  outrage  complained  of  was  not  committed 
upon  an  American  vessel;  but  the  presence  of  the 
Dolphin  was  nevertheless  considered  by  our  consular 
agent  highly  advantageous  to  American  interests,  in 
the  then  disturbed  state  of  the  country. 

The  steamships  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  built  un- 
der the  act  of  3d  March,  1839,  the  former  at  New 
York,  and  the  latter  at  Philadelphia,  are  nearly  ready 
for  service,  and  will  form  a part  of  the  home  squad- 
ron. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  construction  of 
three  steamers  of  medium  size,  under  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1841,  one  at  New  York,  one  at  Philadelphia, 
and  one  at  Norfolk.  In  addition  to  these,  captain  r! 
F . Stockton  is  superintending  the  construction,  at 
’Philadelphia,  of  a steamer  of  600  tons,  to  be  propel- 
led by  Ericson’s  propeller;  and  Lieutenant  W.  W. 
Hunter  is  engaged  in  like  manner  at  Norfolk  with  one 
of  300  tons,  to  be  propelled  by  submerged  water- 
wheels  invented  by  himself.  Very  valuable  results 
are  anticipated  from  these  experiments. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  build  a first-class  sloop 
and  three  small  vessels  of  war,  and  to  finish  the  fri- 
gates Cumberland,  Savannah,  Raritan  and  St.  Law- 
rence. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the 
navy  hospital  fund  is  $217,907  53.  This  fund  is  gra- 
dually increasing,  from  the  assessment  of  20  cents 
per  month  upon  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen  and  ma- 
rines, so  that  a continuing  surplus  may  be  expected. 

I recommend  that  authority  be  given  to  invest  these 
surpluses,  as  they  accrue,  in  some  interest-bearing 
fund.  So  much  of  its  annua!  increase  as  may  not  be 
needed  for  the  particular  purposes  of  the  fund  maybe 
advantageously  applied,  in  other  forms,  to  the  com- 
fort of  our  seamen.  The  average  annual  increase  of 
this  fund,  from  the  1st  January,  1836,  has  been 
$27,223  67;  which,  if  it  had  been  invested  in  6 per 
cent,  stock,  would  have  added  to  the  amount  $57,482 
04  on  the  1st  of  January  next. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  “suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,”  there  remains  unexpended  the  sum  of 
$4,365  14,  which  has  been  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund.  I recommend  that  it  be  reappropriated,  and 
the  further  sum  of  $3,000  be  added,  in  order  to  meet 
outstanding  liabilities  of  this  fund. 

Under  the  head  of  “contingencies  not  enumerated” 
there  remains,  of  the  appropriations  of  the  last  three 
years,  the  sum  of  $9,246  76;  of  which  $3,246  76  will 
be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  if  not  previously  applied  to  the  proper  purposes 
of  the  fund. 

For  the  condition  of  the  “navy  pension  fund,”  I re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of  the  com- 
missioner of  pensions. 

The  operation  of  the  apprentice  system  continues 
to  be  highly  encouraging.  Complaints  are  occasion- 
ally made  that  the  pledges  of  the  government  are  not 
redeemed,  but  no  sufficient  evidence  has  yet  reached 
the  department  of  the  existence  of  any  serious  abuse. 
Great  interest  is  felt  in  the  success  of  this  experi- 
ment, and  every  effort  is  used  to  secure  to  the  appren- 
tices all  the  benefits  and  advantages  pi'omised  by  the 
terms  of  enlistment.  The  vigilance  of  the  depart- 
ment will  be  constantly  exerted  to  guard  against  all 
abuses,  and  to  introduce  into  the  system  every  prac-  j 
ticable  improvement.  The  number  of  apprentices 
now  enlisted  is  about  1,090.  This  is  not  so  favorable  j 
a result  as  might  have  been  expected.  An  extension  1 
of  the  system  is  contemplated,  so  as  to  give  to  boys 


in  the  interior  of  the  country  an  opportunity  to  join 
the  service,  without  subjecting  them  to  the  expense 
of  a journey  to  the  rendezvous  on  the  seaboard. 

Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  enlistment  of 
seamen.  To  what  cause  this  should  be  attributed  I 
am  unable  to  say;  and,  consequently,  I am  not  pre- 
pared to  suggest  any  remedy.  It  is,  however,  proba- 
bly true,  that  the  mere  seaman  is  of  too  little  conside- 
ration in  the  general  estimate  of  the  service.  Laws 
and  regulations  securing  to  him  the  enjoyment  of  his 
just  rights,  liberal  wages  punctually  paid,  and  a strict 
application,  if  not  an  extension,  of  the  benevolent  po- 
licy which  provides  for  him  or  his  family  when  he  is 
disabled  or  killed  in  the  service,  would  probably  se- 
cure for  our  ships  of  war  the  preference  in  most  cases 
over  those  of  the  merchant  service. 

Experiments  in  gunnery  and  projectiles,  which 
have  been  conducted  for  several  successive  seasons, 
under  the  direction  of  captain  M.  C.  Perry,  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  York,  have  been  continued  on  hoard 
the  United  States  steamer  Fulton,  captain  John  T. 
Newton,  but  under  the  general  control  of  Captain 
Perry.  In  testing  a gun  in  the  usual  mode,  it  unfor- 
tunately burst,  killing  several  men  and  wounding 
others.  I have  caused  the  subject  to  be  investigated 
by  a court  of  inquiry,  whose  finding  shows  that,  how- 
ever distressing  and  deplorable  the  accident  may  have 
been,  no  just  censure  can  be  attached  to  the  officers 
who  conducted  the  experiment. 

Measures  have  been  adopted,  and  are  now  in  pro- 
cess of  execution,  for  supplying  the  navy  with  the  re- 
quisite guns.  Less  progress  has  been  made  than  was 
desirable,  because  of  the,  great  pains. which  have  been 
taken  to  obtain  the  best  guns  which  could  be  procured 
in  the  country.  In  a short  time  they  will  be  furnish- 
ed of  the  various  descriptions  used  in  the  service,  in- 
cluding the  Paixhan  guns. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  “making  experiments  to  test  the  value  of 
improvements  in  ordnance,  in  the  construction  of 
steamers  and  other  vessels  of  war,  and  in  other  matters 
connected  j citli  the  naval  service  and  the  national  defence ,” 
nothing  has  yet  been  actually  paid.  Some  experi- 
ments, however,  have  already  been  authorised,  and 
others  are  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  depart- 
ment, from  which  very  beneficial  results  are  confi- 
dently anticipated.  It  is  not  proper,  however,  to 
make  them  public  at  this  time.  So  many  scientific 
and  practical  men  throughout  the  country  are  now 
turning  their  attention  to  the  subject  that  we  may 
reasonably  expect  great  advantages  from  a judicious 
use  of  this  appropriation. 

I have,  under  your  directions,  taken  measures  for 
the  construction  of  a steamer  on  Lake  Erie,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  9th  September,  1841. 

I regret  to  say  that  the  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  for  the  preservation  of  live  oak  and  red  cedar 
timber,  under  existing  laws,  have  not  been  attended 
with  the  desired  results.  Whether  this  is  owing  to 
the  inefficiency  in  the  laws  themselves,  or  to  want  of 
due  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  the  agents  employed,  I 
am  unable  to  say;  but  I have  the  most  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  timber  is  daily  taken  in  large  quanti- 
ties from  the  public  lands,  without  authority  and  con- 
trary to  law.  This  is  a serious  mischief,  and  one 
which  calls  for  prompt  remedy.  It  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  the  agencies  now  authorised  by  law  will 
not  answer  the  purpose.  The  lawless  bands  who  are 
engaged  in  these  depredations  pay  no  respect  to  the 
unsupported  authority  of  the  agents;  and,  as  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  bring  them  to  justice  through  the 
ordinary  forms  of  trial,  they  are  left  to  plunder  unre- 
strained. The  presence  of  a military  force,  charged 
with  that  especial  duty,  is  believed  to  be  absolutely 
necessaay  to  preserve  this  most  valuable  timber.  A 
very  small  force  would  answer  the  purpose.  A single 
steamboat,  with  her  ordinary  crew  and  a few  ma- 
rines, under  the  command  of  an  active  and  judicious 
navy  officer,  would  be  able  to  pass  rapidly  from  point 
to  point,  and  extend  full  protection  to  every  timber 
district  which  is  accessible  by  water.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  revenue  cutters  might  be  afforded,  if  required. 
This  would  be  at  once  the  most  effectual  and  the 
cheapest  expedient.  Agents  might  still  be  employed 
to  watch  the  interior  districts,  and  to  give  notice  of 
all  trespasses  committed  on  them.  Power  should  be 
given  to  arrest  offenders,  and  to  bring  them  before  the 
proper  tribunals  for  trial.  The  penalties  and  forfei- 
tures prescribed  by  the  actsof  1817  and  1831  are  sup- 
posed to  be  sufficiently  severe;  theonly  difficulty  now 
is  to  detect  offenders  and  bring  them  to  justice.  Ad- 
ditional legislation,  also,  is  probably  necessary,  to 
define  accurately  the  limits  of  the  reserved  districts, 
and  to  prevent  all  interference  with  private  rights. — 
The  whole  subject  is  respectfully  submitted  as  one 
which  claims  the  early  and  serious  attention  of  con- 
gress. 

Every  effort  has  been  made,  in  compliance  with 
the  law,  to  obtain  water  rotted  American  hemp  for 
the  use  of  the  navy,  but  hitherto  without  success. 
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One  contract  has  been  made,  but  the  contractor  lias 
been  unable  to  comply  with  ils  terms.  We  are, 
therefore,  for  ‘he  present,  thrown  upon  our  former 
resources  for  a supply  of  this  article,  but  I shall  con- 
tinue to  use  all  possible  exertions  to  carry  out  the 
wise  policy  of  congress  upon  this  point. 

That  reform  is  necessary,  in  every  part  of  our  na- 
val establishment,  is  on  all  hands  admitted;  and  it  is 
a subject  of  general  regret  that  it  has  been  so  long 
delayed.  The  delay  has  been  in  the  highest  degree 
injurious  to  the  service,  and  is  daily  rendering  reform 
more  and  more  difficult,  as  it  becomes  more  and  more 
indispensable.  Impressed  with  this  truth,  and  anx- 
ious that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  commencing  this 
important  work,  I respectfully  bring  it  to  your  notice 
at  the  earliest  day.  I do  not  propose,  however,  to 
present  at  this  time  more  than  the  mere  outlines  of 
the  many  important  subjects  to  which  I desire  to  in- 
vite your  attention.  It  is  presumed  that  congress,  if 
it  should  act  upon  the  subject  at  all,  will  refer  it  to 
committees  of  their  own  body,  before  whom  I hope 
to  be  prepared  to  lay  all  the  information  that  may  be 
required. 

The  first  step  ought  to  be  the  preparation  of  a full 
code  of  laws  and  rules  for  the  government  and  regu- 
lation of  the  naval  service.  Without  this,  every 
other  measure  of  reform  will  be  unavailing.  It  is  of 
the  essence  of  free  government  that  the  rights,  the 
duties,  and  the  responsibilities  of  all  men,  in  all  con- 
ditions, should  be  ascertained  and  accurately  defined; 
and  it  is  of  the  essence  of  tyraany  that  men  should 
be  punished  for  imputed  offences,  or  at  the  arbitrary 
discretion  of  their  judges.  This  truth  applies  with 
peculiar  force  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  military 
service.  The  strict  discipline  which  that  service  re- 
quires renders  necessary  a great  variety  of  rules 
which  would  be  useless  in  the  ordinary  conditions  of 
society,  which  involve  no  moral  or  social  crime,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  it  is  often  necessary  to  enforce 
by  the  most  rigorous  sanctions.  It  is  in  the  highest 
degree  unjust  in  itself,  and  violative  of  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  that  these  new  and  peculiar  respon- 
sibilities should  be  in  any  respect  uncertain.  And 
yet  it  is  in  many  cases  extremely  difficult  to  deter- 
mine, according  to  existing  rules,  what  is  and  what 
is  not  an  offence  in  our  naval  service;  and  in  a great 
variety  of  cases  it  is  altogether  uncertain  and  depen- 
dent upon  the  arbitrary  will  of  courts  martial  in 
what  mode  and  to  what  extent  offences,  real  or  im- 
puted, shall  be  punished.  A short  review  of  our  le- 
gislation on  this  subject  will  serve  to  present  it  in  its 
proper  light. 

By  the  act  of  congress  approved  23d  April,  1800, 
certain  general  rules  and  regulations  were  enacted, 
embracing  the  most  prominent  and  important  sub- 
jects relating  to  the  service.  These  are  still  in  force, 
but,  although  they  are  of  a character  to  apply  to  the 
navy,  in  whatever  condition  it  may  be  placed,  and 
were  deemed  altogether  sufficient  for  it  in  its  then 
infant  state,  they  are  too  few  in  number,  and  enter 
too  little  into  details,  to  answer  their  purpose  at  the 
present  day.  Acting  upon  this  idea,  the  board  of 
navy  commissioners,  soon  after  its  establishment  in 
1815,  compiled  “rules,  regulations,  and  instructions 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,”  “with 
the  consent  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  obedience 
to  an  act  of  congress  passed  7th  February,  1815,  en- 
titled an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for 
establishing  a navy  department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
board  of  commissioners.”  This  cempilation,  com- 
monly called  the  Blue  Book,  is  still  practically  in 
force,  and,  together  with  the  act  of  1800,  constitutes 
the  only  system  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  navy. 

By  the  act  establishing  the  board  of  navy  commis- 
sioners it  is  provided  “that  the  said  board  of  com- 
missioners, by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorised  to  pre- 
pare such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  securing  an  uniformity  in  the  several  classes  of 
vessels  and  their  equipments,  and  for  repairing  and 
refitting  them,  and  for  securing  responsibility  in  the 
subordinate  officers  and  agents;  which  regulations, 
when  approved  by  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  until  altered  and  re- 
voked by  the  same  authority;  and  the  said  rules  and 
regulations,  thus  prepared  and  approved,  shall  be  laid 
before  congress  at  their  next  session.”  Whether  or 
not  the  Blue  Book  (which  derives  its  authority  from 
this  law  alone)  was  ever  approved  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  or  laid  before  congress,  1 have 
no  means  of  ascertaining.  The  probability  is  that  it 
was  not  approved,  as  the  book  itself  contains  no  evi- 
dence upon  the  subject.  But,  even  if  both  these 
formalities  were  observed,  it  is  altogether  clear  to 
my  mind  that  the  commissioners  acted  without  au- 
thority in  prescribing  many  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions contained  in  that  book. 

, The  obvious  intention  of  the  act  of  congress  is  to 
make  the  navy  commissioners  the  ministerial  agents 


of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  for  certain  purposes. 
He  has  no  authority  to  employ  any  cither  agents  for 
those  purposes.  Among  other  things,  it  is  their  duty, 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act,  “By  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  prepare  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  necessary,”  in  the 
execution  of  the  specific  duties  therein  assigned  to 
them,  and  for  “securing  responsibility  in  the  subor- 
dinate officers  and  agents”  employed  in  those  duties. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  nothing 
in  its  plain  purpose  and  intention,  to  authorise  the 
commissioners  to  prepare  a general  code  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy.  They 
were  strictly  confined  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  act,  to  wit,  “securing  an  uniformity  in  the  several 
classes  of  vessels  and  their  equipments,  and  repairing 
and  refitting  them.”  For  these  purposes  and  for  no 
other,  they  had  authority  to  prepare,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  they  might  deem  proper;  and,  as  a 
necessary  incident  of  this  authority,  to  prepare  addi- 
tional rules  for  securing  responsibility  in  their  subor- 
dinate agents. 

That  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress is  so  apparent  that  I deem  it  wholly  unnecessa- 
ry to  enter  into  a more  critical  examination  in  order 
to  prove  it. 

But  the  Blue  Book  is  not  confined  to  these  objects. 
It  contains  a great  variety  of  rules  and  regulations 
applying  to  every  department  of  naval  duty,  and  to 
every  officer  and  man  connected  with  the  naval  ser- 
vice. It  is  designed  as  a general  code  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  and,  as 
such,  it  is  universally  received,  and  daily  acted  on. 

Under  this  code,  thus  questionable  in  its  authority, 
and  altogether  insufficient  in  itself,  the  navy  has  been 
governed  for  twenty-three  years!  There  is,  in  truth, 
no  law  upon  the  subject — no  obligatory  rule  what- 
ever, except  what  is  found  in  the  act  of  1800;  and 
that  is  altogether  imperfect  and  inadequate. 

This  subject  was  brought  before  congress  in  1832. 
A law  was  passed  in  that  year  authorising  the  presi- 
dent to  constitute  a board  of  naval  officers,  to  be 
composed  of  the  navy  commissioners  and  two  post 
captains,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  “with  the  aid  and 
assistance  of  the  attorney  general,  carefully  to  revise 
the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  naval  service, 
with  the  view  to  adapt  them  to  the  present  and  fu- 
ture exigencies  of  the  service;  which  rules  and  regu- 
lations, when  approved  by  him  and  sanctioned  by 
congress,  should  have  the  force  of  law,  and  stand  in 
lieu  of  all  others  theretofore  enacted.”  The  board 
thus  constituted  convened  in  November  of  the  same 
year.  In  November,  1833,  they  submitted  the  re- 
sult of  their  labors  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and 
on  the  23d  of  the  following  month  tiie  rules  and  re- 
gulations thus  prepared  were  approved  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  submitted  to  congress. 
On  the  7th  February,  1834,  the  chairman  of  the  na- 
val committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  moved 
that  1,000  additional  copies  be  printed,  which  was 
directed  on  the  following  day.  On  the  1st  May, 
1834,  the  president  submitted  to  congress  “certain 
proposals  for  amending  the  present  laws  in  relation 
to  the  naval  service.”  Whether  or  not  these  were 
the  same  proposals  which  he  had  previously  submit- 
ted, (viz:  on  the  23d  December,  1833),  I am  not  in- 
formed, nor  is  it  of  any  importance  in  itself.  The 
probability  is,  that  some  amendment  of  the  rules  ori- 
ginally prepared  was  presented  in  May,  1834.  On 
the  8th  of  the  same  month,  the  chairman  of  the  na- 
val committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  re- 
ported a resolution  for  the  printing  of  1,000  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  amended  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  navy.  No  further  action  was 
had  upon  the  subject,  and  congress  adjourned  on  the 
30th  of  the  following  month. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  this  important 
subject  has  been  before  congress  ever  since  the  year 
1832.  and  that  nothing  effectual  has  yet  been  done  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  the  act  of  that  year.  Soon 
after  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Paulding  as  secretary 
of  the  navy,  he  took  the  subject  up,  and  urged  it 
with  all  proper  zeal.  Such,  however,  was  the  pres- 
sure of  other  duties  upon  the  board,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  attend  to  the  revision  of  the  na- 
val code,  as  Mr.  Paulding  desired,  until  December, 
1840.  On  the  19th  of  February,  1841,  they  sub- 
mitted their  report  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
who  approved  thereof,  but  did  not  lay  it  before  con- 
gress, as  the  act  of  1832  directed.  Neither  was  this 
done  at  the  called  session  of  May  last.  I have  now 
the  honor  to  lay  this  report  before  you,  and  to  ask 
that  it  be  submitted  to  congress. 

1 cannot  recommend  the  approval  of  these  rules 
and  regulations.  1 believe  them  to  be  objectionable 
in  many  important  respects;  and,  as  the  further  ac- 
tion of  congress  in  regard  to  them  is  necessary,  I re- 
commend that  they  be  again  submitted  to  revision.  I 


would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  preparation  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  all  class- 
es and  grades  in  the  navy  ought  not  to  be  entrusted 
to  any  one  of  them  exclusively.  A mixed  commis- 
sion, embracing  the  civil  as  well  as  the  military  de- 
partments of  service,  would,  it  is  believed,  be  best 
qualified  to  adapt  to  every  part  of  the  service  the 
proper  laws  and  rules  for  the  government  and  regula- 
tion of  it.  Such  a commission  might,  with  the  aid 
of  the  rules  now  submitted,  easily  report  to  congress 
in  time  for  its  action  during  the  present  session. 

The  evils  resulting  from  the  want  of  a proper  na- 
val code  are  of  the  most  serious  character,  and  will, 
if  not  remedied,  ultimately  ruin  the  naval  service  of 
our  country.  What  can  be  expected  of  a communi- 
ty of  men,  living  together  under  circumstances  tend- 
ing to  constant  excitement  and  collisions,  with  no 
fixed  law  to  govern  them,  and  where  even  rank  and 
station  are  imperfectly  defined?  The  necessary  con- 
sequence of  such  a state  of  things  must  be,  disputes, 
contests,  disorder,  and  confusion.  Sometimes  unau- 
thorised power  will  be  assumed,  and  at  other  times 
lawful  authority  will  be  disobeyed.  It  is  impossible 
that  a wholesome  discipline  can  prevail  in  this  un- 
certain condition  of  official  rank  and  authority.  The 
same  uncertainty  prevails  in  regard  to  punishments. 
The  unbounded  latitude  of  discretion  allowed  to 
courts  martial  in  this  respect  is  of  most  evil  conse- 
quence, and  calls  loudly  for  correction.  It  invites  to 
the  indulgence  of  prejudice  and  favoritism — subject- 
ing light  offences  to  undue  punishment,  and  suffering 
great  offenders  to  escape  with  trivial  penalties.  And, 
even  if  no  such  improper  bias  could  be  supposed  to 
exist,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  courts  will 
look  upon  all  offences  with  the  same  eye.  Men  of 
lenient  and  indulgent  feelings  will  punish  lightly  the 
same  offences  which  those  of  a different  character 
will  punish  with  the  most  rigorous  severity.  Hence 
an  inequality  of  punishment  will  prevail,  odious  in 
itself,  calculated  to  excite  discontent,  to  bring  courts 
martial  into  disrepute,  and  to  destroy  the  just  influ- 
ence of  their  sentences,  as  a means  of  preserving 
the  honor  and  discipline  of  the  service.  To  prevent 
these  evils,  to  remedy  the  disorders  which  now  pre- 
vail, and  to  place  the  navy  in  a healthy  and  efficient 
condition,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  for  it 
a code  of  laws  and  rules  which  shall  accurately  de- 
fine rank  and  authority,  plainly  prescibe  duties  and 
responsibilities,  and  ascertain  crimes  and  their  pun- 
ishments. And  I would  respectfully  urge  upon  the 
proper  departments  of  the  government  the  indispen- 
sable necessity  of  entering  upon  this  important  work 
without  loss  of  time. 

The  subject  next  in  importance  is  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  navy  department.  I have  had  but  a short 
experience  in  this  department;  but  a short  experience 
is  enough  to  display  its  defects,  even  to  the  most  su- 
perficial observation.  It  is,  in  truth,  not  organized 
at  all.  The  labor  to  be  performed  must,  under  any 
circumstances,  be  great  and  onerous;  but  it  is  render- 
ed doubly  so  by  the  want  of  a proper  arrangement 
and  distribution  of  duties.  At  present,  a multitude 
of  duties  are  imposed  upon  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, which  any  one  of  its  clerks  could  discharge  as 
well  as  himself,  but  which,  from  their  pressing  na- 
ture, he  is  not  permitted  to  postpone.  Hence,  his 
whole  time  is  occupied  in  trifling  details,  rendering 
it  impossible  for  him  to  bestow  the  requisite  attention 
upon  more  important  subjects,  involving  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  service.  These  details  are  indeed  so  nu- 
merous and  multifarious  as  to  constitute  in  themselves 
an  amount  of  duties  fully  equal  to  the  powers  of  any 
one  man.  In  addition  to  this,  the  present  want  of 
proper  arrangement  is  extremely  unfavorable  to  that 
direct  individual  responsibility  which  it  is  so  neces- 
sary to  impose  on  every  public  officer.  The  same 
cause  occasions  delays  in  the  operations  of  the  depart- 
ment, by  rendering  necessary  a variety  of  tedious  of- 
ficial forms,  and  consequently  preventing  that  prompt- 
ness of  action  which  is  indispensable  to  its  due  effici- 
ency. And  it  is  not  the  least  among  the  evils  of  this 
state  of  things  that  the  precise  condition  of  the  seve- 
ral branches  of  the  service  cannot  be  ascertained 
without  much  time  and  labor;  thus  adding  to  the  cost 
of  the  department,  while  it  diminishes  its  usefulness. 
These  inconveniences  and  embarrassments,  and  many 
others  which  are  daily  felt,  in  the  administration  of 
the  department,  would  in  some  degree  be  removed  by 
a mere  rearrangement  and  proper  distribution  of  the 
labor  now'  employed  in  it;  but  additional  labor  is  ab- 
solutely necessary,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  discharge 
its  functions  in  the  manner  required  by  the  interest  of 
the  service.  It  would  not  be  proper  to  enter  into  all 
the  details  of  the  subject  in  this  report.  It  is  already 
before  congress,  and  will  doubtless  receive  the  early 
attention  of  that  body.  A resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  19th  February, 
1839,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  “report 
to  this  house,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  con- 
gress, a plan  for  the  reorganization  of  this  branch  of 
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the  public  Service,  adopting  as  the  basis  of  his  plan 

the  division  of  the  duties  now  performed  by  the  board 
of  navy  commissioners,  and  their  assignment  to  sepa- 
rate bureaux.”  In  obedience  to  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Paulding,  the  then  secretary,  submitted,  on  the  30th 
December,  1330,  a long  and  elaborate  report,  “based 
on  the  principle  presented  in  the  resolution.”  To  this 
report  I respectfully  refer.  In  most  of  its  views,  and 
in  all  of  its  more  important  conclusions,  I fully  con- 
cur. I do  not,  however,  adopt  his  plan  precisely  as 
he  has  proposed  it.  Some  change  in  the  principles, 
and  some  additional  provisions,  will  probably  be  ne- 
cessary, which  the  experience  of  the  department  will 
enable  it  to  suggest,"  in  arranging  the  details  of  the 
law.  I earnestly  invoke  immediate  attention  to  the 
subject,  firmly  believing  that  the  proposed  reform  is 
indispensable  to  the  due  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  that  it  cannot  he  longer  delayed  without 
serious  injury  to  the  service. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  now  the  settled 
policy  of  the  government,  to  increase  the  navy  as  ra- 
pidly as  the  means  at  its  disposal  will  admit,  and  it 
may  therefore  be  unnecessary  that  I should  orfer  any 
suggestions  upon  that  subject.  I should  not  feel,  how- 
ever, that  my  duty  was  properly  discharged,  if  I should 
fail  to  add  whatever  influence  my  own  recommenda- 
tion may  possess,  to  the  many  considerations  which 
suggest  this  as  our  true  policy. 

We  may  safely  estimate  the  mercantile  property  of 
our  citizens  annually  afloat  on  the  ocean,  and  employ- 
ed in  foreign  trade,  at  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  dollars;  and  to  this  is  to  be  added 
the  value  of  the  vessels  in  which  that  property  is  con- 
veyed, and  the  value  of  American  interests  vested  in 
mercantile  establishments  abroad,  and  dependent  on 
American  trade.  The  coasting  trade,  not  including 
such  articles  as  are  exported,  cannot  be  accurately 
estimated,  but  it  certainly  amounts  to  many  millions 
of  dollars.  Taking  the  aggregate  of  all  property  an- 
nually exposed  to  an  enemy  on  the  ocean,  on  the 
lakes,  and  our  principal  bays  and  rivers,  it  will  pro- 
bably be  found  that  it  does  not  fall  short  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  So  large  an  inte- 
rest is  entitled  to  demand,  and  justly  expects  to  re- 
ceive, the  most  certain  and  ample  protection.  This 
is  due  alike  to  the  citizen  whose  property  is  thus  ex- 
posed, and  to  the  government  whose  revenues  are  de- 
rived principally  from  the  duties  which  that  property 
pays.  But  that  protection  can  be  found  only  on  the 
ocean.  Trade  is  never  secure  unless  it  can,  at  all 
times  and  in  all  places,  appeal  for  support  to  the  na- 
tional flag;  and  it  ought  to  feel  that  it  is  safe  where- 
ver that  flag  is  displayed. 

Every  nation  engaged  in  foreign  commerce  to  any 
valuable  extent  provides,  as  a part  of  its  established 
policy,  an  adequate  military  marine.  Our  own  coun- 
try is  far  behind  all  the  considerable  nations  of  the 
world  in  this  respect.  As  compared  with  England 
and  France,  the  two  principal  commercial  nations  of 
Europe,  it  is  found  that  England,  with  much  less  than 
twice  our  foreign  tonnage,  has  more  than  eight  times 
as  many  vessels  of  war,  exclusive  of  her  steamships; 
France,  with  only  one-third  of  our  foreign  tonnage, 
has  more  than  five  times  as  many  vessels  of  war.  The 
comparison  might  be  still  further  extended,  scarcely 
less  to  the  disadvantage  of  our  own  country.  It  may 
well  excite  surprise  that,  with  so  large  au  interest  at 
stake,  and  with  a certainty  that  it  will  rapidly  in- 
crease from  year  to  year,  so  little  preparation  should 
have  been  made  for  its  protection  and  security;  and 
this  surprise  will  not  be  diminished  when  we  reflect 
on  the  vast  interests  which  are  connected  with,  and 
dependent  upon,  our  foreign  commerce,  and  which 
must  necessarily  flourish  or  decay  along  with  it.  The 
farmer,  the  planter,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer, 
and  even  the  day  laborer,  depends,  in  a greater  or  less 
degree,  upon  this  for  the  success  of  his  own  peculiar 
branch  of  industry;  and  even  the  fine  arts  themselves 
are  not  exempt  from  the  same  influences.  Commerce 
may  be  regarded  as  our  principal  interest,  because, 
to  a great  extent,  it  includes  within  it  every  other  in- 
terest. 

Wars  often  arise  from  rivalry  in  trade,  and  from 
the  conflicts  of  interests  which.belong  to  it.  The  pre- 
sence of  an  adequate  naval  force,  to  protect  com- 
merce, by  promptly  redressing  the  injuries  which  are 
. done  to  it,  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  preventing  these 
disputes  and  collisions  which  are  so  apt  to  interrupt 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  nations. 

But  these  views,  although  sufficiently  important  in 
themselves  to  justify  and  require  a very  large  increase 
of  our  naval  force,  are  by  no  means  the  most  interest- 
ing which  the  subject  suggests.  Ranking  in  the  first 
class  of  nations,  we  are  under  an  absolute  necessity 
to  regulate  our  policy,  in  some  degree,  by  that  of 
other  countries,  so  far  as  their  policy  may  affect  us. 
All  the  considerable  maritime  powers  have,  within 
late  years,  added  greatly  to  their  naval  f orces,  and  are 
at  this  moment  actively  engaged  in  the  same  work. 
This  fact  alone  would  seem  to  render  it  absolutely 


necessary  that  wc  should  make  similar  preparation  on 
bur  part.  In  proportion  as  other  countries  multiply 
the  means  by  which  they  may  annoy  us,  we  ought,  in 
common  prudence,  to  add  to  our  own  defences  and  to 
our  own  means  of  resisting  insult  and  injury.  Any 
other  course  will  only  invite  aggression  upon  our 
rights,  which  will  continue  to  increase  so  long  as  we 
shall  patiently  bear  them,  and  which  must  ultimately 
force  us  to  resistance,  at  the  precise  time  when  we 
are  least  prepared  to  make  it  successfully. 

Free  governments,  which  are  necessarily  more  em- 
barrassed in  their  councils,  and  slower  in  their  action, 
than  those  which  are  not  bound  to  observe  the  neces- 
sary forms  of  free  government,  have  a peculiar  inte- 
rest to  guard  their  soil  from  invasion.  The  nature  of 
our  institutions  presents  a very  strong  appeal  upon  this 
point.  A war  between  the  United  States  and  any 
considerable  maritime  power  would  not  be  conducted 
at  this  day  as  it  would  have  been  twenty  years  ago. 
It  would  be  a war  of  incursions,  aiming  at  revolution. 
The  first  blow  would  be  struck  at  us  through  our  own 
institutions.  No  nation,  it  is  presumed,  would  expect 
to  be  successful  over  us  for  any  length  of  time,  in  a 
fair  contest  of  arms  upon  our  own  soil;  and  no  wise 
nation  would  attempt  it.  A more  promising  expe- 
dient would  be  sought,  in  arraying  what  are  supposed 
to  be  the  hostile  elements  of  our  social  system  against 
one  another.  An  enemy  so  disposed,  and  free  to  land 
upon  any  part  of  our  soil  which  might  promise  suc- 
cess to  his  enterprise,  would  be  armed  with  a four- 
fold power  of  annoyance.  Of  the  ultimate  result  of 
such  incursions,  we  have  no  reason  to  be  afraid;  but, 
even  in  the  best  event,  war  upon  our  own  soil  would 
be  more  expensive,  the  more  embarrassing,  and  the 
more  horrible  in  its  effects,  by  compelling  us  at  the 
same  time  to  oppose  an  enemy  in  the  field  and  to 
guard  against  attempts  to  subvert  our  social  systems. 

Heretofore  we  have  found  in  the  shallowness  of 
many  of  our  waters  security,  to  a certain  extent, 
against  invasion  by  sea.  So  long  as  maritime  wars 
were  conducted  in  vessels  of  large  size  and  great 
draught,  we  had  little  to  apprehend  from  them  except 
at  a few  points,  and  those  were  susceptible  of  ade- 
quate defence  on  land.  But  this  security  can  no  lon- 
ger be  relied  on.  The  application  of  steam  power  to 
vessels  of  war,  and  the  improvements  which  have  re- 
cently been  made  in  artillery,  are  destined  to  change 
the  whole  system  of  maritime  war.  Steamboats  of 
light  draught,  and  which  may  be  easily  transported 
across  the  ocean  in  vessels  of  a larger  class,  maj'  in- 
vade us  at  almost  any  point  of  our  extended  coast, 
may  penetrate  the  interior  through  our  shallow  ri- 
vers, and  thus  expose  half  our  country  to  hostile  at- 
tacks. The  celerity  with  which  these  movements 
could  be  made,  the  facility  with  which  such  vessels 
could  escape,  and  the  promptness  with  which  they 
could  change  the  point  of  attack,  would  enable  an 
enemy,  with  a comparatively  inconsiderable  force,  to 
harrass  our  whole  seaboard,  and  to  carry  all  the  hor- 
rors of  war  into  the  securest  retreats  of  our  people. 
The  effect  of  these  incursions  would  be  terrible  every 
where,  but  in  the  southern  portion  of  our  country 
they  might,  and  probably  would,  be  disastrous  in  the 
extreme. 

It  is  obvious  that  a war  thus  conducted  must  be 
successful  to  a very  great  extent,  in  spite  of  all  the 
defences  on  land  which  we  could  contrive.  Nothing 
less  than  the  conversion  of  half  our  country  into  a 
military  garrison  could  protect  us  against  it.  Such  is 
the  exposed  condition  of  our  country,  such  is  the  cha- 
racter of  our  institutions,  and  such  the  position  of  our 
people,  that  a population  of  twice  our  present  number, 
under  the  best  possible  military  organization,  would 
avail  us  but  little.  Whilst  the  combined  powers  of 
the  world  could  not  subdue  us,  even  a secondary  na- 
val power  could  avoid  our  land  defences,  set  our  ar- 
mies at  defiance,  and  prosecute  against  us  a war  in- 
tolerably harrassing  and  disastrous. 

The  single  question,  then,  which  we  have  to  decide, 
in  reference  to  this  subject,  is,  where  and  by  whom 
shall  those  battles  be  fought,  which  may  hereafter  be- 
come necessary  in  defence  of  our  property,  our  insti- 
tutions, our  honor,  and  our  lives?  Shall  we  meet  the 
enemy  upon  the  ocean,  with  men  trained  and  disci- 
plined for  the  contest,  or  suffer  him  to  land  upon  our 
shores,  trusting  to  a scattered  and  harrassed  people 
to  expel  him  from  their  farms  and  their  firesides? 
This  question ’admits  of  but  one  answer.  But  it  is 
worse  than  idle  to  suppose  that  all  those  high  inte- 
rests to  which  I have  alluded  can  be  adequately  pro- 
tected by  our  present  naval  force.  Four  thousand 
miles  of  exposed  sea  and  lake  coast,  a foreign  com- 
merce scattered  through  the  most  distant  seas,  and  a 
domestic  trade  exposed  alike  upon  the  ocean  and  upon 
our  interior  waters,  are,  in  effect,  surrendered  to  the 
enemy,  when  they  are  entrusted  to  the  protection  of 
some  twenty  ships  in  commission. 

If  these  views  be  not  altogether  deceptive,  the  po- 
licy of  increasing  our  navy,  without  further  delay,  is 
obvious.  TIcw  far  it  shall  be  increased,  the  wisdom 


ot  congress  will  decid  . Looking  to  it  a*  the  chief, 
if  not  ihe  only  adequate  defence  of  our  country  against 
those  wars  of  incursions  from  which  so  much  evil  is 
to  be  apprehended,  I respectfully  suggest  that  we  can- 
not safely  stop  short  of  half  the  .naval  force  of  the 
strongest  maritime  power  in  tb«  world.  Our  policy 
is  peace,  and  we  do  not  propose  to  ourselves  a war 
of  aggression  in  any  case,  except  so  far  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary as  a measure  of  defence.  It  is  not  probable 
that  any  nation  coukl  detach  from  other  service  more 
than  one-fourth  of  its  whole  naval  force,  to  attack  us 
upon  our  coast;  so  that,  after  deducting  such  part  of 
our  own  force  as  we  could  not  employ  at  all,  and  such 
part  as  we  should  be  compelled  to  employ  elsewhere, 
we  might  reasonably  hope  to  repel  from  our  shores 
any  maritime  power,  with  only  half  its  force  in  ships. 
With  less  than  this,  our  fleets  would  serve  only  to 
swell  the  triumphs  and  feed  the  cupidity  of  our  ene- 
my. It  is  better  to  have  none  at  all  than  to  have  less 
than  enough.  I am  aware  that  this  great  increase  of 
our  naval  power  cannot  be  effected  in  any  short  time. 

I propose  it  only  as  the  object  at  which  our  policy 
ought  to  aim,  and  towards  the  attainment  of  which 
your  measures  ought  to  be  steadily  directed.  An  an- 
nual appropriation,  as  liberal  as  the  means  of  the  trea- 
sury will  allow,  will  in  a few  years  accomplish  all 
that  is  desirable. 

Of  what  description  of  vessels  our  navy  ought  to 
be  composed,  is  a question  of  great  importance,  and 
one  which  we  are  compelled  to  decide  with  reference 
to  the  practice  of  other  countries.  Doubtless  a very 
large  part  of  it  ought  to  consist  of  steamships.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  that  these  vessels  may  be  ren- 
dered perfectly  safe  at  sea,  and  that  they  may  be  so 
constructed  as  to  adapt  them,  in  other  respects,  to 
purposes  of  war.  Of  their  great  usefulness  the  world 
has  had  a striking  proof  in  the  recent  operations  of 
the  British  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Syria — troops 
were  transported  a distance  of  two  thousand  miles 
over  the  ocean,  and  were  engaged  in  battle  in  Asia 
Minor  on  the  sixteenth  day  after  leaving  England. 
This  and  other  facilities  afforded  by  this  class  of  vessels 
were  so  great  and  effective  that  the  admiral  declared 
that  “his  success  was  owing  to  the  efficiency  of  his 
steamers.”  We  may  well  profit  by  the  lesson  thus 
taught  us.  I respectfully  suggest,  however,  that  it 
would  not  be  wise  in  us  to  engage  very  extensively 
in  the  construction  of  steamships  of  war  of  the  lar- 
gest class  at  this  time.  Imitating  the  example  of 
England,  our  wisest  policy  would  be  to  aid  the  pri- 
vate enterprise  of  our  citizens  in  constructing  packet 
ships,  to  ply  between  this  country  and  foreign  ports. 
These  should,  of  course,  be  so  constructed  as  to  fit 
them  for  war  purposes,  and  should  be  held  subject  to 
the  demand  of  the  government,  upon  equitable  con- 
ditions. There  will,  in  all  probability,  be  enough  of 
such  vessels  to  answer  all  the  purposes  for  which 
steamships  of  the  largest  class  would  be  required, 
and  they  would  be  furnished  at  a comparatively  small 
cost  to  the  government.  Improvements  are  daily 
made,  not  only  in  steam  machinery,  but  in  the  pro- 
pelling power  applied  to  steam  vessels.  Experiments 
are  now  in  progress  which  promise  important  results 
in  these  respects,  and  it  would  probably  be  judicious 
not  to  expend  large  sums  in  the  construction  of  steam- 
ships for  distant  cruises  until  these  results  shall  be 
made  known.  But  the  same  reasoning  does  not  ap- 
ply to  steam  vessels  of  a smaller  class,  destined  for 
the  defence  of  our  own  coast  and  harbors.  These 
ought  not,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  delayed. 
They  would  be  particularly  useful  on  the  lakes  and 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Oa  the  lakes  they  might  be 
advantageously  employed,  under  proper  regulations, 
in  the  revenue  service.  They  would  be  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  consequence  of 
the  calms  and.  currents  which  prevail  there,  and  of 
their  greater  facility  in  making  harbor  in  the  violent 
tempests  which  are  common  in  that  latitude.  There 
is,  in  truth,  but  the  single  harbor  of  Pensacola  in 
which  a ship  of  large  draught  can  find  shelter,  al- 
though there  are  many  which  afford  sufficient  depth 
of  water  for  steam  vessels  of  the  proper  size.  These 
vessels  should  be  built  of  white  oak,  reserving  the 
live  oak  for  those  of  a different  class. 

Steamships  have  been  built  in  Europe  altogethfer 
of  iron.  As  far  as  the  experiment  has  been  made,  it 
is  understood  to  have  been  successful.  I recommend 
that  it  be  made  here  also,  with  at  least  one  vessel  of 
medium  size,  sufficiently  large  to  afford  a fair  test 
without  exposing  too  much  to  the  hazard  of  failure. 
The  great  abundance  of  that  material  found  in  all 
parts  of  our  country  affords  us  every  facility  which 
can  be  desired;  and  our  workmen  will  soon  acquire, 
if  they  do  not  now  possess,  the  requisite  skill  in  con- 
verting it  into  vessels.  We  may  thus  acquire  a cheap 
and  almost  imperishable  naval  force,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  we  afford  encouragement  to  some  of  the 
most  useful  branches  of  our  home  industry. 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  necessity  at  present  to 
increase  the  number  of  our  line  of  battleships.  Some 
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of  those  which  we  now  have  would  be  more  useful  if 
cut  down  to  frigates  of  the  largest  class.  There  is, 
even  in  the  present  condition  of  the  service,  a press- 
ing demand  for  sloops  of  war,  brigs  and  schooners; 
and  I recommend  that  a suitable  number  of  them  be 
immediately  built.  Not  less  than  ten  are  necessary, 
even  in  the  present  condition  of  our  navy.  One  of 
them  should  be  kept  in  commission  and  ready  for 
service  at  each  of  our  principal  ports;  and  this  may 
be  done  without  any  considerable  additional  expense, 
because  they  will  always  be  prepared  to  perform  a 
variety  of  duties  for  which  the  government  now  pays 
high  prices  to  merchant  vessels.  Moreover,  they 
may  be  built  of  such  timber  as  is  rejected  in  the  con- 
struction of  larger  vessels.  It  is  proper  that  we 
should  have  some  of  our  vessels  always  ready  for 
sudden  emergencies,  and  none  are  so  cheap  or  so 
convenient  as  brigs  and  schooners. 

In  view  of  any  considerable  increase  of  the  navy, 
a large  addition  to  our  frigates  of  the  first  class  ought 
to  be  made.  Our  present  44  gun  frigates  would  not 
encounter,  upon  equal  terms,  the  modern  frigates  of 
the  first  class  of  England  and  France.  To  enable  us 
to  contend  successfuly  with  these,  the  principal  ma- 
ritime powers  of  Europe,  we  must  not  only  increase' 
our  general  naval  force  in  proportion  as  they  in- 
crease theirs,  but  we  must  also  build  vessels  of  cor- 
responding size  and  description  with  those  which 
_they  will  use  against  us. 

I renew,  with  anxious  desire  for  its  success,  the 
recommendation  so  often  made  by  my  predecessors 
for  the  establishment  of  higher  grades  in  the  naval 
service.  This  will  be  absolutely  necessary  if  the 
navy  should  be  considerably  increased,  and  would  be 
highly  useful  even  in  its  present  condition.  The 
rank  of  admiral  is  known  in  all  the  navies  of  the 
world  except  our  own;  it  has  existed  through  a long 
course  of  past  ages,  and  has  been  fully  tested  in  the 
experience  of  all  nations.  It  still  exists,  and  is  still  ap- 
proved. 1 can  perceive  nothing  in  our  peculiar  situa- 
tion to  prevent  us  from  profiting  by  the  lesson  thus 
afforded.  That  which  has  been  found  valuable  in 
the  naval  service  of  other  countries,  we  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  will  be  equally  valuable  in  our 
own.  But,  apart  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  there 
are  many  reasons  of  a positive  character  why  we 
should  no  longer  delay  to  place  ourselves  upon  an 
‘•equality,  in  this  respect,  with  all  the  considerable  na- 
tions of  the  world. 

It  is,  as  a general  rule,  wise  and  politic  to  establish 
as  many  grades  as  possible  in  all  military  service. 
The  officer  should  always  have  before  him  some  sta- 
tion, yet  to  be  reached,  and  worthy  of  a high  and  ge- 
nerous ambition.  He  who  hath  attained  all  that  is 
attainable  has  no  need  of  any  further  exertions  than 
just  enough  to  sustain  him  where  he  is;  all  beyond 
this  is  supererogatory,  for  he  is  not  permitted  to  hope 
that  either  the  utmost  exertions  of  his  powers,  or  the 
most  generous  self-sacrifices  in  the  public  service, 
will  ever  raise  him  one  grade  higher  in  the  ranks  of 
his  countrymen. 

A captaincy  in  the  navy  is  of  very  difficult  attain- 
ment, according  to  our  slow  rate  of  promotion;  yet 
all  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  reach  it,  con- 
tinue to  feel,  in  no  less  degree  than  before,  the  de- 
pressing influences  to  which  I have  alluded.  They 
daily  see  in  the  navies  of  other  countries,  men,  not 
older  in  the  service  than  themselves,  nor  more  worthy 
in  any  respect,  filling  higher  stations,  and  enjoying 
more  distinguished  proofs  of  the  confidence  and  gra- 
titude of  their  country.  They  also  see  men,  of  equal 
grade  with  themselves,  cheered  and  encouraged  by 
the  hope  of  a well-deserved  preferment,  to  which 
they  know  that  their  own  country  does  not  permit 
them  to  aspire.  What  can  be  more  natural  than 
that  they  should  feel  disheartened  and  mortified,  and 
ultimately  be  forced  to  compare,  disadvantageous^ 
to  their  own  country,  its  naval  service  with  that  of 
other  nations? 

It  is  considered  wise  and  proper  in  the  army  to 
raise  the  rank  of  the  officer  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  men  subjected  to  his  command.  There  are 
in  that  service  nine  different  grades  of  commissioned 
officers,  while  in  the  navy  they  are  but  three;  hence 
it  is  very  difficult  to  arrange  the  comparative  ranks 
of  the  two  services.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  do  it 
without  supposing  new  ranks  in  the  navy,  unknown 
to  the  law.  This,  though  not  a very  serious  evil,  is 
an  inconvenience  which  it  is  desirable  to  avoid;  and 
so  far  as  the  good  of  the  service  is  concerned,  it  is 
not  perceived  why  a captain  in  the  navy  should  be 
considex'ed  better  adapted  to  the  command  of  a fleet, 
than  a brigadier  general  in  the  army  to  the  command 
i of  a division.  The  two  services  equally  require 
I rank  according  to  the  extent  of  command.  It  is  true 
there  is  no  necessity  for  so  many  grades  in  the  navy 
as  in  the  army;  but  the  difference  is  in  the  lower 
grades  only,  and  not  in  the  higher. 

Our  naval  officers  are  often  subjected  to  serious 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  in  the  interchange  of 


civilities  with  those  of  other  countries  on  fore  in  sta- 
tions. The  admiral  of  England,  France  or  Russia, 
is  not  willing  to  admit  that  ho  is  of  no  higher  grade 
than  the  post-captain  of  the  United  States.  Our  com- 
manders, in  order  to  enforce  from  other  countries  the 
same  respect  which  they  themselves  are  willing  to 
pay,  are  compelled  to  insist  that  the  highest  grade  of 
service  in  the  Uuited  States,  by  whatever  title  it  is 
distinguished,  is  equal  to  the  highest  grade  of  service 
in  any  other  country;  and  of  course  that  an  American 
post-captain  is  of  equal  rank  with  the  admiral  of  any 
other  country  whose  commission  is  not  of  older  date. 
This  claim  is  at  least  very  questionable.  Rank  is  a 
positive  thing,  and,  by  the  consent  and  usage  of  na- 
tions, is  indicated  in  the  naval  service  by  the  flag 
which  the  commander  wears.  It  is  not  surprising, 
therefore,  that  the  admirals  of  Europe  should  refuse 
to  recognise  as  their  equals  in  rank  the  captains  of  the 
U.  States,  whose  very  flag  affords  conclusive  proof 
that  their  own  country  regards  them  as  inferior.  It  is 
true  this  claim  of  equality  has  in  some  instances  been 
allowed,  but  it  is  generally  denied;  and  hence  that 
interchange  of  friendly  courtesies,  so  useful  in  pre- 
serving the  harmony  and  good  understanding  of  na- 
tions, has  often  been  prevented.  In  war  the  incon- 
venience would  be  still  more  serious.  Whatever  con- 
cessions might  be  made  in  time  of  peace,  from  feel- 
ings of  respect  and  courtesy,  no  just  claim  of  rank 
would  be  yielded  in  time  of  war.  The  American 
captain,  called  to  act  in  concert  with  the  admiral  of 
a friendly  nation  of  a younger  date  would  necessarily 
be  compelled  to  yield  the  honor  of  the  chief  com- 
mand, or  to  contest  it  at  the  price  of  that  harmony 
which  would  be  necessary  to  the  success  of  their 
joint  enterprise.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  na- 
tions, whose  systems  have  been  so  long  established 
and  acted  on,  will  yield  in  this  respect  to  the  peculiar 
views  and  wishes  of  the  United  States.  The  incon- 
veniences resulting  from  our  anomalous  position  are 
seriously  felt,  and  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  re- 
moved, by  placing  our  officers  on  a ground  equally 
advantageous  with  that  which  is  occupied  by  those 
of  other  countries  and  corresponding  commands. 

Additional  ranks  in  the  navy  would  be  eminently 
useful  as  an  instrument  of  discipline.  The  post  cap- 
tain of  to-day  is  precisely  equal  in  rank  to  the  oldest 
post  captain  in  the  service.  He  feels  his  equality  from 
the  first  moment  that  he  attains  it,  and  at  the  same 
moment  the  disinclination  to  be  commanded  and  con- 
trolled by  his  equal  rises  with  him.  He  will  not  wil- 
lingly submit  to  learn,  as  a scholar,  what  his  own  po- 
sition authorises  him  to  teach.  He  looks  to  a sepa- 
rate command  for  himself;  he  begins  to  lay  dowrn  sys- 
tems of  his  own,  and  turns  a deaf  ear  to  the  lessons 
of  experience  imparted  by  older  heads,  because  they 
cannot  claim  any  higher  rank.  The  respect  and  de- 
ference, so  necessary  to  discipline,  are  rarely  felt, 
except  where  there  is  a difference  of  rank;  and  they 
are  most  strongly  felt  where  that  difference  is  great- 
est. In  this  way  the  creation  of  higher  grades  would 
be  advantageously  felt  through  all  the  grades  below 
them.  It  would  be  particularly  beneficial  in  its  in- 
fluences upon  the  younger  classes  of  officers,  upon 
whom  it  is  so  important  that  correct  impressions 
should  be  made. 

There  is  yet  another  encouragement  which  should 
be  held  out  to  our  navy  in  a much  more  liberal  spirit 
than  has  heretofore  been  manifested.  Advancement 
in  the  service  has  been  so  slow,  as  to  render  it  almost 
hopeless  to  a large  number  of  our  most  promising  of- 
ficers of  the  lower  grades.  Many  would  long  since 
have  retired  from  it  in  despair,  but  for  the  fact  that 
their  education  and  pursuits  unfit  them  for  profitable 
occupations  on  shore.  Surely  an  officer  who  has 
faithfully  devoted  to  his  country  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  of  the  prime  of  his  life,  and  at  the  expense  of 
all  qualification  for  other  pursuits,  is  entitled  to  be 
advanced  at  least  one  grade  in  the  ranks  of  her  ser- 
vice. I respectfully  submit  that  it  is  not  wise  in  us 
to  place  ourselves  in  a position  to  be  compelled  to 
entrust  to  age  and  imbecility  the  duties  which  re- 
quire the  vigor  and  energy  of  younger  years;  and  yet, 
under  the  systems  which  have  heretofore  prevailed, 
there  are  few  who  can  hope  to  attain  the  higher  com- 
mands, until  they  have  also  attained  a period  of  life 
at  which  the  best  powers  of  man  begin  to  decay. 

If  it  be  our  purpose  to  increase  our  naval  force,  we 
cannot  too  soon  begin  to  train  a suitable  band  of  offi- 
cers to  take  charge  of  it.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  although  we  can  build  a good  ship  in  a few 
weeks,  it  requires  twenty  years  of  arduous  service, 
of  active  instruction,  and  of  strict  discipline,  to  qualify 
an  officer  to  command  her.  If,  therefore,  we  would 
be  prepared  for  the  exigencies  of  the  next  twenty 
years,  we  must  begin  our  preparations  to-day.  It  is 
mere  prodigality  to  build  ships  if  we  have  no  officers 
to  command  them.  There  is  no  school  for  the  sea 
officer  but  the  ship  itself.  The  theory  which  he  may 
acquire  on  shore,  although  a necessary  part  of  his 
education  only  prepares  him  to  begin  to  learn  what 


he  is  required  to  know  as  a naval  commander.  A 
small  fleet  properly  employed,  will  afford  such  a 
school  to  pupils  enough  to  supply  a large  one.  We 
should  not  therefore  wait  to  build  new  ships,  be- 
fore we  begin  to  train  their  officer’s.  We  have  at 
present  not  enough  for  our  navy,  if  all  our  ships 
were  in  commission.  Those  ships,  if  actively  em- 
ployed, together  with  such  as  shall  be  built  from 
time  to  time,  even  under  the  most  restricted  scheme 
for  the  increase  of  our  naval  force,  will  afford  all 
necessary  means  of  employing  and  training  twice  the 
present  number  of  our  officers  of  every  grade. 

There  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  a large  increase 
of  the  marine  corps.  On  this  subject  I refer  to  the 
accompanying  letter  of  Colonel  Henderson,  and  the 
tables  which  he  has  prepared  for  the  information  of 
this  department,  (No.  1G.)  From  these  it  will  be 
seen  that  nothing  less  than  three  times  the  present 
number  of  marines  will  answer  the  exigencies  of  the 
service,  even  without  any  increase  of  our  present  na- 
val force.  Requisitions  are  frequently  made  for  ma- 
rines, with  which  it  is  impossible  to  comply,  however 
necessary  their  services  may  be.  In  some  cases  of- 
ficers in  command  of  important  posts  have  felt  it  due 
to  themselves  to  inform  the  department  that  they 
could  not  hold  themselves  justly  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  property  entrusted  to  their  charge, 
for  want  of  the  force  necessary  to  protect  it.  At 
present  citizens  are  employed  as  watchmen  at  navy 
yards,  at  prices  greater  in  some  instances  than  the 
wages  of  marines;  and  as  they  are  not  liable  to  mar- 
tial law,  and  are  free  to  quit  the  service  when  they 
please,  great  inconvenience  is  frequently  experienc- 
ed, and  the  public  property  is  not  always  duly  se- 
cure. A sufficient  force  for  all  such  purposes  ought 
to  be  provided,  of  men  belonging  to  the  service,  and 
amenable  to  the  laws  which  regulate  it. 

Of  the  importance  of  marines  in  the  naval  service, 
but  one  opinion  is  now  entertained.  The  principal 
maritime  nations  of  the  world,  with  the  exception  of 
ourselves  alone,  have  within  late  years  greatly  in- 
creased this  part  of  their  force.  I respectfully  sug- 
gest that  there  should  be  provided  for  each  ship  not 
less  than  one  marine  for  every  gun,  besides  a sufficient 
number  for  the  police  of  naval  stations  on  shore.  A 
still  larger  proportion  of  marines  would  in  the  opi- 
nion of  experienced  officers,  be  highly  valuable  in 
the  service. 

The  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  marine  corps  are  extremely  imperfect,  and  re- 
quire amendment.  A new  code  has  already  been 
prepared  by  a board  of  officers  constituted  for  the 
purpose,  which  it  is  proposed  to  incorporate  in  the 
general  revision  of  the  naval  code,  hereinbefore  re- 
commended. 

The  propriety  of  establishing  naval  schools  has 
frequently  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
congress.  I again  respectfully  bring  it  to  your  no- 
tice, as  a subject  of  increasing  interest  to  the  navy. 
The  use  of  steam  vessels  in  war  will  render  necessa- 
ry a different  order  of  scientific  knowledge  from  that 
which  has  heretofore  been  required.  If  our  navy 
should  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  any  consider- 
able number  of  steam  vessels,  engineers  will  form  an 
important  class  of  naval  officers.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  assign  to  them  an  appropriate  rank,  and  to 
subject  them  to  all  the  laws  of  the  service.  Great 
care  should  be  used  in  the  selection  of  them,  because 
a great  deal  will  depend  on  their  skill  and  com- 
petency; hence  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  pass 
through  a prescribed  course  of  instruction,  and  that 
the  government  should  have  the  proof  of  their  com- 
petency which  an  examination,  conducted  under 
their  own  rules,  would  afford.  This  important  ob- 
ject can  be  best  attained  by  the  establishment  of 
naval  schools,  provided  with  all  necessary  means 
of  uniting  practice  with  theory.  The  advantages 
which  the  army  has  derived  from  the  academy 
at  West  Point  afforded  a sufficient  proof  that  a si- 
milar institution  for  the  navy  would  produce  like  re- 
sults. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I would  ask  your 
attention  to  the  situation  of  the  professors  of  mathe- 
matics now  employed  in  the  service.  This  useful 
class  of  men  have  no  permanent  connexion  with  the 
navy,  but  are  called  in  only  as  their  services  are  need- 
ed, and  are  not  paid  except  when  on  actual  duty. 
The  consequence  is,  that  they  cannot  rely  on  this  em- 
ployment for  support,  and  are  often  reluctantly  driven 
to  oilier  pursuits.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  men 
whose  talents  and  attainments  qualify  them  to  bo 
teachers  in  the  navy,  arc  equally  qualified  to  be  teach- 
ers on  laud;  and,  as  this  latter  is  the  less  precarious 
position,  the  best  qualified  will  be  the  most  apt  to  seek 
it.  Hence  the  department  cannot  rely  with  any  as- 
surance on  being  able  to  command  suitable  professors 
at  all  times  when  their  services  may  be  required.  It 
is,  I think,  of  great  importance  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  upon  this  subject.  I also  recommend 
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that  a certain  rank  or  position  be  given  to  the  pro- 
fessors, which  wiil  relieve  them  from  the  necessity 
of  messing  and  sleeping  with  their  pupils.  This  close 
and  constant  association  is  well  calculated  to  weaken 
the  respect  and  influence  which  their  relation  to  the 
young  officers  ought  to  inspire,  and  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  give  due  effect  to  their  instruc- 
tions. I doubt  whether  their  services  upon  the  pre- 
sent system  are  worth  the  money  which  they  cost, 
although  they  would  be  highly  valuable  under  proper 
regulations. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  estimates  for  the  en- 
suing year  are  much  larger  than  they  have  heretofore 
been,  it  is  confidently  believed,  however,  that  noth- 
ing has  been  asked  for  which  is  not  necessary,  and 
that  nothing  which  is  deemed  necessary  has  been  over 
estimated. 

Having  recommended  a large  increase  in  most  of 
our  squadrons,  it  followed,  of  course,  that  I should  ask 
the  requisite  appropriations  to  support  them.  Pre- 
suming that  government  does  not  build  ships  without 
designing  to  use  them,  it  would  appear  to  be  the  ob- 
vious duty  of  this  department  to  keep  as  many  of 
them  in  constant  service  as  can  be  profitably  employ- 
ed. This  is,  indeed,  the  true  economy.  Some  of  our 
finest  ships  have  decayed  to  a serious  extent,  while 
yet  upon  the  stocks,  and  still  more  have,  after  having 
been  launched,  required  expensive  repairs  before  they 
have  been  sent  to  sea.  This  is  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  keeping  them  in  our  docks.  Ships  in  actual 
service  are  generally  clean,  tight,  dry,  and  properly 
ventilated.  A careful  guard  is  kept  over  them,  so  that 
slight  decays  are  immediately  detected,  and  repaired 
without  any  considerable  expense.  It  has  frequently 
happened  that  our  vessels  have  been  found,  after  their 
return  from  long  cruises,  in  better  order  for  service 
than  when  they  left  the  docks.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  they  are  kept  in  port  without  crews,  they  decay 
rapidly,  for  want  of  the  care  and  attention  necessary 
to  preserve  them.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
the  aggregate  of  losses  sustained  and  repairs  rendered 
necessary,  by  non-use  of  our  vessels,  has  fallen  very- 
far  short  of  what  it  would  have  cost  to  keep  them  in 
commission. 

But  this  is  the  least  part  of  the  evil.  While  our 
vessels  are  unemployed,  our  officers  are  idle.  They 
thus  lose  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  a due  know- 
ledge of  their  profession,  and  naturally  fall  into  those 
injurious  habits  which  idleness  always  engenders. — 
It  would  not  be  surprising  if  they  should  forget,  in 
some  degree,  their  respect  for  the  flag  which  they  are 
so  rarely  permitted  to  hoist,  and  lose  in  indolence  and 
despondency,  the  lofty  spirit  and  generous  aspirations 
to  which  the  navy  owes  its  past  renown.  I am  hap- 
py to  assure  you  that  its  present  personnel  does  not  de- 
serve this  neglect.  At  no  previous  time  has  it  been 
able  to  boast  of  so  many  able  officers  of  the  higher 
grades,  or  of  so  many  young  officers  of  fine  spirit, 
good  attainment,  and  fairpromise.  Nothing  is  requir- 
ed but  to  brush  off  the  rust  of  idleness  by  giving  them 
employment,  and  to  hold  out  to  them  the  encourage- 
ment of  a reasonable  hope  that  a life  devoted  to  the 
country,  in  the  arduous  service  of  the  sea,  may  claim, 
at  least,  the  reward  of  that  country’s  notice  and  re- 
spect. 

Other  reasons  for  the  present  increased  estimates 
will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  navy  commission- 
ers, which  I herewith  present.  Their  statement  is  so 
minute  and  specific,  and  at  the  same  time  so  condens- 
ed that  it  conveys  all  needful  information  upon  this 
poi.it,  in  as  few  words  as  I could  use  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. I content  myself,  therefore,  with  a simple  re- 
ference to  that  document,  remarking,  at  the  same 
time,  that  it  meets  my  entire  approval. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  a very  small  appropriation 
is  asked  for  continuing  the  necessary  work  at  the  na- 
vy yard  at  Pensacola.  The  great  importance  of  that 
yard  is  fully  appreciated,  and  every  effort  will  be  used 
to  complete  it  in  as  short  a time  as  possible.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  appropriation  now  asked  is 
as  large  as  can  be  advantageously  used  during  the 
next  year.  I shall  not  hesitate  to  ask  an  additional 
appropriation,  should  it  hereafter  appear  to  be  neces- 
sary. 

I invite  your  attention,  in  an  especial  manner,  to 
the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  Should  the  government 
proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  dry  dock  at  that 
place,  it  is  believed  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  en- 
large the  yard  to  a very  considerable  extent.  There 
is  not  at  present  a sufficient  water  front  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  half  the  number  of  vessels  which 
will  probably  be  assembled  there  at  one  time,  nor  is 
there  within  the  yard  space  enough  for  conducting 
advantageously  the  necessary  mechanical  operations 
of  such  an  establishment.  It  is  also  worthy  of  con- 
sideration that  the  safety  of  the  yard  is  much  endan- 
gered by  the  adjoining  private  buildings,  one  of  which 
is  a turpentine  distillery,  and  nearly  all  of  which  are 
built  of  wood.  In  case  of  fire  on  that  side  of  the  yard, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  save  the  public  pro- 


perty. I respectfully  suggest  that  an  establishment  of 
such  magnitude  and  value  should  be  bounded  on  all 
sides  either  by  water  or  by  a public  street,  so  as  to 
afford  the  greatest  possible  security  against  danger 
from  fire.  The  present  is  a very  favorable  time  for 
the  purchase  of  the  additional  ground  necessary  to 
the  attainment  of  this  object.  I recommend  this  sub- 
ject to  your  consideration  before  any  large  additional 
expenditure  shall  be  made  for  permanent  improve- 
ments under  the  present  arrangement. 

A suit  has  been  commenced,  by  an  individual,  for 
the  recovery  of  eight  or  ten  acres  of  land  attached  to 
the  navy  hospital  at  Norfolk.  So  much  of  that  land 
as  is  unclaimed  by  individuals,  has  now  growing 
upon  it  a grove  of  flourishing  trees,  which  would,  if 
properly  protected,  afford  great  comfort  and  refresh- 
ment to  the  invalids,  while  it  would  add  much  to  the 
beauty  of  the  grounds.  At  present,  however,  it  is  not 
enclosed,  and  consequently  is  subject  to  depredations 
which  there  are  no  means  of  preventing.  These  de- 
predations will  in  a short  time  destroy  the  whole 
growth.  A very  small  expenditure  would  protect  it, 
and  would  be  very  beneficially  applied  to  that  object. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  commissioners  ask  for 
additional  clerks.  Fully  convinced  that  these  are  al- 
together necessary,  I should  strenuously  urge  the 
subject  upon  your  attention  but  for  the  hope  that  the 
wants  of  the  entire  department  in  that  respect  will 
be  provided  for  in  the  re-organization  of  it,  which  I 
have  herein  so  earnestly  recommended. 

Additional  marine  barracks  are  required,  and,  if 
that  corps  should  be  considerably  increased,  will  be 
absolutely  necessary. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  entire  approval  of  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  commissioners  in  relation  to  a suitable 
depot  for  the  charts  and  nautical  instruments  belong- 
ing to  the  navy.  These  have  been  procured  at  great 
labor  and  expense,  and  are  indispensable  in  the  naval 
service.  The  small  expenditure  which  will  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  them  in  a condition  always  ready  for 
use,  is  not  worth  a moment’s  consideration  when  com- 
pared with  the  great  purposes  which  they  are  design- 
ed to  answer.  They  are  a necessary  part  of  a naval 
establishment  worthy  of  the  present  and  growing 
greatness  of  our  country. 

In  the  administration  of  this  department,  it  will 
ever  be  an  object  of  great  solicitude  with  me  to  prac- 
tise a prudent  economy  in  all  things.  But  I have  not 
sought  to  save  the  public  money,  by  simply  declining 
to  apply  it  to  its  most  valuable  public  uses.  Believ- 
ing it  to  be  an  object  of  the  first  importance  to  place 
our  navy  upon  the  most  efficient  establishment,  I 
have  not  expected  to  effect  that  object  at  any  small 
cost.  The  saving  which  exposes  the  country,  in  a de- 
fenceless condition,  to  hostile  attacks,  will  not  be  re- 
commended by  me.  The  spirit  which  pauses  to  cal- 
culate the  cost  of  measures  rendered  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  honor  and  glory  of  our  country 
will  never,  it  is  hoped,  display  itself  in  this  depart- 
ment. I have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  place  the  alter- 
native fairly  and  fully  before  the  country.  An  effici- 
ent navy  cannot  be  built  and  supported  without  very 
great  expense;  but  this  expense  is  more  than  repaid, 
even  in  time  of  peace,  by  the  services  which  such  a 
navy  can  render.  In  war,  it  will  be  worth  to  us  all 
the  value  which  we  place  on  the  safety  of  our  expos- 
ed seacoast,  on  the  security  of  millions  of  our  people, 
and  on  the  well-earned  glory  of  our  naval  flag.  It  is 
enough  that  a necessity  for  this  expenditure  can  be 
shown;  the  amount  of  it  will  be  a secondary  conside- 
ration with  a people  who  truly  love  their  country  and 
properly  value  its  institutions.  All  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  A.  P.  UPSHUB. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 
SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

December  15.  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Preston  ap- 
peared in  their  seats. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  memorials  from  citizens  of 
Niagara  county,  New  York,  praying  congress,  so  far 
as  they  may  consider  it  wise  and  expedient,  to  inter- 
cede with  the  British  government  for  the  liberation 
of  the  American  citizens  now  prisoners  at  Van  Die- 
man’s  Land. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Alabama,  requesting  the  establishment 
of  a land  office  in  that  state  for  the  disposition  of  the 
lands  acquired  under  the  Cherokee  treaty.  Also, 
joint  resolutions  from  the  same  body,  in  which  com- 
plaint is  made  of  the  great  inconvenience  resulting  to 
the  community  from  the  present  rates  of  postage,  and 
requesting  that  congress  will  conform  the  same  to  the 
small  coins  issued  from  the  mint. 

Mr.  Merrick  introduced  a joint  resolution  providing 
for  the  transfer,  to  the  company,  of  the  stock  held  by 
the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal; 
which  was  read  a first  and  second  time. 


Mr.  White  introduced  a bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  through 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  Pierce  introduced  a bill  to  settle  the  claims  of 
New  Hampshire  against  the  United  States;  and  a bill 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Mouton  introduced  a bill  to  authorise  the  legis- 
lature of  Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  school  purposes  in  that  state. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  creating  a new  land  dis- 
trict in  Missouri,  and  changing  the  boundaries  of  the 
southeastern  and  western  land  district  in  said  state. 

Mr.  King  introduced  a bill  authorising  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  of  the  state  of 
Alabama  against  the  United  States;  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  were  depriv- 
ed of  certain  benefits  under  the  pre-emption  law  of 
June,  1834. 

The  bills  above  named  were  severally  read  a first 
and  second  time,  and  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tiie  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the 
revenue  cutlers  and  of  employing  a part  of  the  navy  in 
that  service. 

The  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Man- 
gum,  was  taken  up,  and  being  amended  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  King  by  inserting,  after  the  words  “reso- 
lutions offered  by  any  senator,”  the  words,  “and  com- 
munications from  the  legislatures  of  the  respective 
states,”  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  ordered  to 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barrow  it  was 

Resolved,  That  ihe  secretary  ot  the  treasury  inform  the 
senate  what  amount  ul  public  lands  has  been  surveyed 
and  is  lor  sale  in  Louisiana;  and,  also,  what  quantity  has 
been  advertised  by  proclamation,  and  afterwards  sus- 
pended, anti  the  reason  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed 10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  improving  die  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  rivers,  by  the  removal  of  snags, 
trunks  of  trees,  and  other  obstructions  in  their  beds, 
which  annually  destroy  a great  number  of  steamboats, 
and  other  water  craft,  and  a vast  amount  of  produce  and 
merchandise. 

Various  portions  of  the  president’s  message  werq- 
on  motion  referred  to  the  committees  on  foreign  re- 
lations, on  naval  affairs,  on  manufactures,  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads. 

Mr.  Woodbury  submitted  a resolution,  which  lies 
over,  instructing  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  16.  A message  was  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  announcing  that  they  had 
passed  a bill  making  appropriation,  in  part,  for  the 
support  of  the  civil  department  of  the  government  for 
the  year  1842. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Evans  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  senate  with  regard  to  the 
contingent  fund. 

Mr.  Barrow  introduced  a hill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  state  of  Louisiana;  and  a bill  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  for  raising  and  equipping  a regiment  of 
volunteer  militia,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  1836,  for  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  to  authorise  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the  territory  of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  por- 
tions of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposes;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a select  committee  of  five  members, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a hill  to  confirm 
to  the  state  of  Indiana  the  lands  selected  by  her  in  ,! 
lieu  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  reservations  under  the 
treaties  of  1837  and  1839,  with  the  Miami  Indians. 

Mr.  King  introduced  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Sel- 
ma and  Tennessee  rail  road  company. 

Which  bills  were  severally  read  a first  and  second 
time,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Berrien  presented  a communication  from  pur- 
sers in  the  navy,  asking  that  their  accounts  may  be 
settled  under  the  circular  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  . 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  so  much  of  the  message  of 
the  president  as  relates  to  finance,  be  referred  to  the  ll 
committee  on  finance.  In  making  this  motion,  he  did 
not  wish  to  he  understood  as  wishing  to  embrace  that  , 
part  of  the  message  relating  to  a fiscal  agent,  because, 
if  senators  desired,  it  could  be  referred  to  a select 
committee.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien,  so  much  of  the  message 
as  relates  to  the  judiciary,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston , so  much  of  the  message 
as  relates  to  military  affairs,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-morrow, 
introduce  a bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and 
to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  senate,  with  as  little  delay  as  possi- 
ble, the  plan  of  a fiscal  agent  of  the  government  mention- 
ed in  the  president’s  message  communicated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  congress. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  JVood- 
bury  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing,  by  law, 
the  number  of  officers  in  rank,  of  men,  and  of  soldiers  in 
commission,  suitable  for  a peace  establishment  of  the 
navy,  and  o|  regulating  this  establishment  like  that  for 
the  army,  so  as  not  to  be  changed,  except  under  express 
provisions  made  by  congress. 

During  the  day,  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  direct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation for  removing  the  obstructions  in  Ruck  liver  and 
the  Desmoins  rapids. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  13,  continued.  A message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a report  from  the  secretary  of  state  in  an- 
swer to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  4th  September  last,  requesting  information 
ouching  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
the  republic  of  Texas.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs. 

Also  various  letters  from  the  secretaries  of  war 
navy  and  commissioners  of  public  buildings  with 
statements  of  various  accounts,  expenditures  and  con- 
tracts. 

The  speaker  also  appointed  the  following  commit- 
tees, additional  to  those  enumerated  on  page  255. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  state  department — 
Messrs.  John  Van  Buren,  New  York,  Charles  Hud- 
son, Massachusetts,  William  M.  Oliver,  New  Yrork, 
John  H.  Brookway,  Connecticut,  William  S.  Hast- 
ily, Mass. 

Committee  on  the  expenditures  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment— Messrs.  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  N.  York,  Sam- 
son Mason,  Ohio,  Samuel  Partridge,  N.  Y.,  Isaac  D. 

, Jones,  Maryland,  James  Irwin,  Penn. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  war  department — 
1 Messrs.  James  J.  Mckay,  North  Carolina,  Thomas 
j A.  Tomlinson,  New  York,  Peter  Newhard,  Penn., 
i John  H.  Brockway,  Conn.,  Archibald  L.  Lynn,  New 
1 York. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  navy  department — 
I Messrs.  Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  New  Jersey,  William 
1 Simonton,  Pennsylvania,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Mas- 
1,  sachusetts,  Alexander  IT.  H.  Stuart,  Virginia,  Willis 
l Green,  Kentucky. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  post  office  department 

I — Messrs.  Joshua  A.  Lowell,  Maine,  Christopher 
Morgan,  New  York,  William  H.  Washington,  North 
Carolina,  Linn  Boyd,  Kentucky,  Henry  S.  Lane,  In- 
diana. 

i Committee  on  expenditures  on  the  public  buildings — 

[ Messrs.  Cave  Johnson,  Tennessee,  Seth  M.  Gates, 
j New  York,  Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  Pennsylvania, 
j Samuel  Stokely,  Ohio,  Jacob  Hoqpk,  jr.  New  York. 

| Numerous  petitions  were  also  presented,  in  re- 
. lation  to  as  many  topics  and  appropriately  disposed 
,[  of.  The  house  adjourned. 

• ! Tuesday,  Dec.  14.  Messrs.  McKe.on  and  Oliver, 
i,  representatives  from  the  stateof  New  York,  appeared 

II  in  their  seats. 

s,  ; Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for  in  the  or- 
der of  the  states  and  territories, 
ffl  i:  Mr.  Lowell  gave  notice  that  he  would,  as  soon  as  it 
in  [should  be  in  order  to  do  so,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
be  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the 
iitate  of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia  in 
el  lefending  the  northeastern  frontier  of  the  U.  States 
n the  year  1839. 

«J  Mr.  Cushing  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave 
lereafter  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants 
r 'or  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

In  Mr.  Mams  (among  a vast  number  of  petitions)  pre- 
tt.  tented  a petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Hamilton 
■ tounty,  Ohio,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  21st  rule; 
ill  vliicli  said  rule  is  in  the  following  words: 
ci  I “No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  paper 

ii  traying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
» Columbia,  or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the  slave  trade 
|el  tetween  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United 

states  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
sf 1 his  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever.” 

#»1 


Mr.  Mams  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  a select  committee  of  nine  members,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a resolution  repealing  the  said 
rule,  but  afterwards  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  sim- 
ply refer  the  petition  to  a select  committee  of  nine 
members;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Meriwether  moved  to  lay  the  moton  to  refer  on 
the  table,  and  the  question  being  taken,  his  (Mr.  Me- 
riwether's) motion  was  rejected,  yeas  87  nays  92. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mams  to  refer  the  petition  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Rhett  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was 
ordered;  and  the  roll  being  called,  183  members  an- 
swered to  their  names.  The  names  of  the  absentees 
were  then  called,  and  193  members  appeared  to  be 
present. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  all  further  proceedings  on 
the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion  were  called,  and, 
being  taken,  were:  yeas  90,  nays  90 — a tie.  And  the 
speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  vote  stood  yeas 
91,  nays  90, 

So  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  dispensed 
with. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mams — Mr.  Meriwether  rose  and  avowing  his  inten- 
tion to  debate  the  motion  of  reference,  made  by  Mr. 
Mams. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  petition  would  lie  over 
one  day. 

Mr.  Mams  also  presented  a petition  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or, 
as  the  alternative,  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment 

The  speaker  having  decided  that,  under  the  rule, 
the  first  part  of  the  petition  could  not  be  received — 

Mr.  Adams  moved  the  reference  of  the  alternative 
portion  of  the  petition  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  Barnard  suggested  a select  committee,  with  no 
desire,  he  said,  to  be  himself  a member  of  it. 

Mr.  Meriwether  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  w'ere  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  A.  asked  for  tellers;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  vote,  being  taken,  stood:  ayes  66,  noes47. 

[No  quorum  voting;  but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  understood  to  be  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive.] 

Mr.  Fillmore,  on  leave  given,  introduced  a bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  present  session  of  congress; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means.] 

Mr.  Lewis,  on  leave,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  use  of  this  hall  be  granted  t > the 
agricultural  convention  on  to-morrow  evening,  the  loth 
instant,  at  4 o’clock. 

And  then,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  15.  The  following  members  ap- 
peared in  their  saats. 

From  N.  York — Mr.  Henry  Van  Rensselaer.  From 
Georgia — Mr.  Roger  L.  Gamble.  From  S.  Carolina — 
Mr.  James  Rogers.  From  Alabama — Mr.  Reuben 
Chapman. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  to  be  excused  from  service  as 
a member  of  the  committee  on  retrenchment,  assign- 
ing as  his  reason  for  the  motion  the  fact  of  his  being 
a member  of  two  other  committees,  which  would  im- 
pose upon  him  arduous  and  laborious  duties.  The 
motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  R.  was  excused. 

By  general  consent,  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
authorised  to  employ  a clerk  lor  said  committee. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  making  appropria- 
tions in  part  for  the  civil  department  for  the  year 
1842;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  this  bill  contained  only  pro- 
vision in  part  for  the  expenses  of  the  session;  and, 
as  there  were  no  funds  on  hand  in  either  house,  he 
hoped  the  house  would  indulge  him  by  going  into 
committee  now  and  passing  it.  The  suggestion, 
having,  without  a murmur,  been  acceded  to,  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  in 
the  chair.)  The  bill  being  read,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  offered  thereto,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  to  the  house;  when  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Thompson  gave  notice  that  he  would  hereafter 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 


the  first  seven  sections  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  and  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  Cross  gave  notice  that,  as  soon  as  by  the  rules 
of  the  house  the  opportunity  is  offered,  he  will  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  establish  a board  of  com- 
missioners to  hear  and  examine  claims  agaiDst  the 
United  States;  a bill  to  increase  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  district  court  for  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas and  for  other  purposes;  and  a bill  to  authorise 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Arkansas  to  sell  the 
lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  that  state. 

Various  petitions  were  presented,  in  the  order  of 
the  states,  in  relation  to  private  claims,  in  improving 
harbors  among  others  Oak  Orchard  creek  in  Orleans 
county  , New  York;  Havre  de  Grace  in  Maryland; 
and  Atchafalaya  in  Louisiana;  also  petitions  in  re- 
lation to  slavery,  Hayti,  removal  of.  seat  of  govern- 
ment, hospitals  on  western  waters,  communications 
in  relation  to  silk,  testimony  relative  to  the  Caddo 
treaty  and  other  topics  of  various  import. 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
plan  of  finance  recommended  in  the  president’s  mes- 
sage, introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requir- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  house  the  plan  of  finance  re- 
ferred to  and  recommended  in  the  message  <4  the  pre- 
s dent  of  the  United  States  at  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursoat,  Dec.  16.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore, 
a committee  on  enrolled  bills  on  the  part  of  the  house 
was  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to  morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road 
through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  and 
submitted,  among  which  were  several  resolutions  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Levy,  in  relation  to  various  improve- 
ments for  Florida,  and  also  to  Florida  lands,  and  re- 
lief of  settlers,  &c. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved ; That  so  much  of  the  annual  message  of 
the  president,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  com- 
municated to  this  house  on  the  7ih  instant,  as  relates  to 
the  subjects  of  controversy  and  negotiation  between  this 
government  and  Great  Britain,  and  also  so  much  thereof 
as  relates  to  our  relations  with  other  foreign  nations,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  causes  involving  our 
international  obligations  from  the  state  to  the  federal 
judiciary,  and  also  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  re- 
gulation and  restraint  of  executive  power  in  removals 
from  office,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
sixth  census,  and  the  apportionment  of  representatives 
to  the  house,  be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
finances  of  the  government  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
tariff  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

6.  Resolved.  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
currency,  exchanges  and  a fiscal  agent,  be  referred  to 
a select  committee. 

7.  Resolved,  T hat  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
army,  fortifications,  and  the  Florida  war  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

8.  Resolved , That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
navy  and  maritime  defences  of  the  country  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
post  office  establishment  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
Smithsonian  legacy  be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

11.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
, District  of  Coli^n bia  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
I District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  J Vise  desired  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  (Mr.  Fill- 
more ) as  to  the  jurisdiction  which  that  gentleman 
j prescribed  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  and 
to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  finance. — 

! By  the  resolution  raising  the  select  committee  the 
I plan  of  finance  recommended  by  the  president  was 
alone  submitted.  The  inquiry  he  wished  to  make 
was,  whether  the  select  committee  raised  on  this 
j subject  was  confined  to  the  plan  submitted  by  the 
president  alone? 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  supposed  that  if  there  should 
I be  any  conflict  between  the  two  committees  they 
I would  necessarily  have  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
J house  for  its  decision.  His  own  impression  was  that 
the  resolution,  as  now  submitted,  only  referred  to  the- 
| committee  of  ways  and  means  that  part  of  the  mes- 
sage which  related  to  the  condition  of  the  finances, 
the  receipts  and  expenditures. 
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Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  suggested  to  Mr.  Fillmore  an 
amendment  in  the  resolutions,  providing  that  ail  such 
parts  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  message,  as 
referred  to  the  establishment  of  a national  foundry, 
be  referred  to  the  select  committee  already  raised  on 
that  subject.  Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  Briggs  hoped  that  the  resolutions  would  be 
taken  up  regularly  in  their  order. 

Mr.  Atherton  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  proposed  to  refer  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures  so  much  of  the  message  as  related  to 
the  tariff;  which  having  been  read,  Mr.  Atherton  said 
he  supposed  a tariff  was  to  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  protection;  and 
he  believed  that  this  question  had  always  come  up  in 
the  first  place  on  the  disposition  of  this  part  of  the 
message.  Those  who  were  willing  to  go  for  a tariff 
for  protection,  to  lay  'duties  for  the  express  purpose 
of  protecting  manufactures,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue,  "had  generally  been  in  favor,  so  far  as  he 
understood,  of  referring  that  part  of  the  message  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures;  while  those  who 
supposed  that  a tariff  was  only  to  be  laid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revenue,  had  voted  for  a reference  to  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means. 

He  moved,  therefore,  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and  in- 
serting the  committee  on  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  to  the  speaker,  as  a question 
of  order,  that  the  resolutions  must  be  taken  up  in  their 
order,  and  the  question  put  upon  them;  the  speaker 
said  that  the  question  would  be  taken  on  all  the  reso- 
lutions unless  a division  were  called  for. 

Mr.  Rhetl  called  for  a division  on  each  resolution, 
which  was  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  second  resolu- 
tion, which  was’adopted. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fourth  resolution,  to  wit: 

4 Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  fi- 
nances of  the  government,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  words  “so  much  as  relates  to  the  fi- 
nances,” and  insert,  “so  much  as  relates  to  the  state 
on  the  treasury  and  the  ways  and  means.” 

Much  discussion  hereupon  ensued  upon  therespec- 
tive  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  committees  on 
ways  and  means,  and  the  special  committee  on  fi- 
nance, and  also  upon  the  definite  limits  of  the  special 
committee  and  whether  they  were  to  be  restricted 
rigidly  to  the  plan  of  the  president  and  his  secretary, 
whereupon  Mr.  Everett  suggested  to  Mr.  Fillmore  to 
insert  in  the  resolution  the  words  “except  the  plan 
of  finance  recommended  by  the  president.” 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  would  accept  the  modification. 

The  question  then  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Cushing , it  was  taken  and  decided  in 
the  negative,*  without  a division. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  resolution, 
as  modified  by  Mr.  Fillmore  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Everett  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  then  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
tariff  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  “manu- 
factures” and  insert  “ways  and  means.”  He  said  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in- 
tended to  reserve  to  that  committee  only  so  much  of 
the  message  as  related  to  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  government.  This  also  belonged  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means;but  if  so  much  of  the  tariff 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures,  it 
would  be  taking  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  their  appropriate  business,  and  countenancing 
the  principle  of  protection  to  its  fullest  extent. 

Mr.  Mallory  called  the  yeas  and  rgiys  on  the  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  said  the  portion  of  the  message 
whicli  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fillmore) 
intended  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  manufactures 
belonged  to  them;  and  this  would  appear  to  the  house 
from  an  examination  of  that  part  of  the  message. — 
lie  should  prefer  to  have  the  resolution  modified  so 
as  to  read  as  follows: 

“That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  manufactures, 
and  to  a discrimination  of  duties  with  “reference  to 
considerations  of  domestic  policy  connected  with  our 
manufactures,”  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures.” 

The  business  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
did  not  embrace  the  “discrimination”  which  was 
pointed  toby  the  president  in  his  message,  and  which 
they  had  got  to  dispose  of  by  reference  to  some  com- 
mittee. The  subjects  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  were  expressed  by  the  rule  de- 
scribing their  duty. 


[Mr.  T.  then  read  the  rule  defining  the  duty  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  material  extract:  “To  take  into  considera- 
tion all  such  reports  of  the  treasury  department,  and 
all  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as  may 
be  referred  to  them  by  the  house;  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  public  debtor  the  revenue,  and  of  the  ex- 
penditure, and  report  from  time  to  time  their  opinion 
thereon;  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  pub- 
lic departments,  "and  particularly  into  the  laws  mak- 
ing appropriations  of  money,  and  to  report  whether 
the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with 
such  laws;  and  also  to  report  from  time  to  time  such 
provisions  and  arrangements  as  may  he  necessary  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  departments  and  the  ac- 
countability of  their  officers.”] 

It  appeared  from  this  rule  that  this  subject  did  not 
belong  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  and  there 
was  no  committee  in  this  house  to  which  the  subject 
could  properly  be  referred  but  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures. The  committee  on  manufactures  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  when  it 
was  decided  that  revenue  was  wanting,  how  it  might 
be  most  conveniently,  least  injuriously,  and  most 
profitably  raised,  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country.  He  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  with- 
drawn from  that  committee,  to  which  it  was  proposed 
to  be  referred  in  the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  Wise  was  very  glad  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  A therton)  had  made  this  mo- 
tion; if  he  had  not,  he  (Mr.  W.)  should  have  moved 
it.  It  had  always  been  the  test  question — the  ques- 
tion of  reference — between  the  tariff  and  anti-tariff 
parties.  Those  heretofore  in  the  history  of  the  tariff 
question  who  had  gone  forjirotection  per  se,had  gone 
for  the  reference  to  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
and  those  who  had  gone  for  a tariff  for  revenue  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  had  voted  a refer- 
ence lo  the  committee  on  ways  and  means. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Tilling- 
hast)  had  said  there  was  a portion  of  this  message 
which  recommended  protection  to  manufactures — a 
tariff'  of  duties  for  protection — he  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  alleged  that  the  president  had  recom- 
mended protection.  There  was  nothing  in  the  mes- 
sage which  suggested  ary  such  thing.  He  then  quot- 
ed various  passages  from  the  message,  showing,  as  he 
contended,  that  protection  Was  not  intended,  but  that 
reference  was  had  to  fiscal  objects — to  treasury  ob^ 
jects  alone — to  revenue.  The  message  recommend- 
ed a tariff  of  duties  for  revenue;  it  admitted  a right 
of  discriminating  for  the  object  of  revenue;  and  with- 
in the  line  of  revenue,  gentlemen  might  ascribe  to 
themselves  the  right  of  protection  if  they  pleased.— 
Not  one  inch  beyond  a tariff  of  revenue  did  it  go. — 
The  question  was,  whether  the  principle  should  go- 
vern Ihe  reference,  or  a mere  incident.  The  gentle- 
man proposed  to  make  the  incident  govern  the  prin- 
ciple, and  carry  this  whole  subject  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  to  raise  a tariff'  for  the  protection 
of  manufactures. 

Mr.  Foster  advocated  the  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Rhett  should  merely  make  a few  observations. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Foster),  being  a new  member,  had  been  indulged 
in  a debate  not  in  order,  and  suggested  that  the  de- 
bate be  confined  to  the  strict  question  of  reference? 

Mr.  Rhett  said  he  did  not  understand  the  message 
as  recommending  protection  itself,  or  a tariff  with  a 
view  to  protection,  but  distinctly  for  revenue.  He 
must  confess  the  message  did  also  intimate  that  dis- 
crimination might  so  he  made  as  to  protect  manufac- 
tures. When  a duty  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
venue, could  it  induce  to  protection?  The  only  way 
in  which  the  domestic  producer  could  he  benefited 
must  be  by  having  his  manufactures  consumed,  in- 
stead of  the  foreign  manufactures  which  would  come 
in.  That  was  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  he 
benefited;  and,  in  this  point  of  view,  how  was  it  pos- 
sible to  combine  a duty  for  revenue  and  protection? 
Precisely  where  one  interest  commenced  the  other 
ended.  If  the  two  objects  were  incompatible  and  in- 
consistent with  each  other,  as  he  contended,  what 
did  they  propose  by  the  imposition  of  duties?  Unless 
duties  were  laid  for  the  protection  of  the  manufactu- 
rer, and  for  the  destruction  of  commerce — unless  that 
was  the  mad  design  of  the  house,  duties  must  he  in- 
tended for  revenue;  and  why  should  the  question  of 
laying  duties  for  revenue  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  manufactures?  , The  time  had  now  come  when 
this  question  must  he  settled;  nine  years  it  had  been 
agitated  on  this  floor.  While  they  were  about  legis- 
lating on  the  first  step,  he  urged  them  to  be  careful 
to  commit  the  subject  to  the  committee  to  which  it 
belonged.  If  the  house  intended  a duty  for  revenue, 
or  incidentally  for  protection,  the  subject  should  go 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  If  the  princi- 
pal benefit  was  for  protection,  the  subject  shouldgoto 
I the  committee  on  manufactures. 


Mr.  Fillmore  said  the  first  objection  that  had  been 
made  to  the  reference  of  this  part  of  the  message  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures  was,  that  this  com- 
mittee had  no  specific  duties  assigned  to  it  in  the  rule. 
He  had  taken  some  little  trouble  to  look  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing,  as 
he  found  it  had  no  specific  duties  assigned  to  it  by  the 
rule,  what  duties  had  been  assigned  to  it  by  the  usage 
of  this  house.  He  found  that  this  committee  was 
raised  in  1819,  and  that,  as  often  as  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  tariff  had  been  up  since  that  time,  it  had 
been  invariably  referred  to  that  committee.  [He  then 
went  into  an  historical  account  of  the  existence  of 
the  committee,  in  connexion  with  the  various  tariff 
bills  since  its  origin,  showing  that  the  question  of  the 
tariff  had  uniformly  been  referred  to  this  committee]. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures was  unconstitutional.  It  was  strange  that  a 
committee  which  was  unconstitutional  had  been  in 
existence,  and  charged  with  important  duties,  for  20 
years,  and  nobody  had  before  discovered  Us  uncon- 
stitutionality. Was  it  of  the  least  importance  from 
what  committee  a bill  came?  If  the  house  saw  fit  to 
order  this  subject  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  he,  for  one,  was  willing  to  devote  all  the  time 
possible  to  this  subject.  He  was  willing  the  house 
should  do  as  they  saw  fit.  [A  modification  of  the  re- 
solution had  been  presented  to  him,  which  he  was 
about  accepting,  wlien,  at  the  request  of  several 
members,  lie  declined  to  do  so,  leaving  the  resolution 
in  its  original  form]. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  that  the  appropriate  duty  of  1 1~ " 
committee  of  ways  and  means  was  prescribed;  there 
were  no  duties  particularly  laid  down  for  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures;  but  every  body  knew  that 
it  was  selected  for  the  purpose  of  affording,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  greatest  amount  of  information  on  this 
great  subject  of  manufactures.  They  talk  of  laying 
duties  for  protection.  There  was  no  such  proposi- 
tion in  the  message,  and  consequently  none  before 
this  house.  The  president  of  the  United  States  had 
told  them  that,  in  imposing  duties  for  revenue,  go- 
vernment has  a right  to  discriminate  so  as  to  protect 
the  manufactures  of  the  country.  If  a discrimina- 
tion were  to  be  made,  they  wanted  to  know  what 
branch  of  industry  most  needed  it,  so  as  to  discrimi- 
nate wisely  and  judiciously.  And  whence  would 
they  get  this  information?  From  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  who  are  supposed  to  have  no  par- 
ticular knowledge  on  this  subject,  or  from  the  cc*u- 
mittee  on  manufactures,  who  are  appointed  with  re- 
ference to  this  very  subject?  This  question  needed 
no  answering:  the  formation  of  the  committees  an- 
swered it  at  once. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Foster)  had 
asked  why  the  object  of  former  bills  had  not  been 
avowed  to  he  for  the  protection  of  manufactures? 
He  (Mr.  B.)  would  say,  if  that  had  been  the  object, 
they  had  a high  and  noble  example  for  it.  The  se- 
cond act  passed  by  the  American  congress  was  for 
this  purpose — and  passed  by  those  who  knew  their 
duty,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Meriwether  referred  to  the  remarks  that  had 
been  made  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Foster)  as  to  llic 
unconstitutionally  of  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. This  had  been  spoken  lightly  of,  but  lie  would 
thank  gentlemen  to  put  their  finger  on  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  which  authorised  the  appointment 
of  this  committee.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  resolution,  what  justice  there 
was  in  committing  this  whole  question  to  the  charge 
of  a committee  who  had  supervision  of  one  interest 
alone?  He  (Mr.  M.)  advocated  its  reference  to  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means  who  had  supervi- 
sion of  the  whole  subject,  and  understood  it  properly. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr. 
Rhett ) that  protection  ceased  when  revenue  began. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  went  into  an  historical  ex- 
amination of  the  existence  cf  several  committees, 
showing  that,  before  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
its  duties  had  been  performed  by  the  committee  on 
commerce,  together  with  the  present,  duties  of  this 
committee.  When  the  spirit  of  protection  began  to 
manifest  itself,  the  committee  on  manufactures  was 
made;  and  now  the  question  was,  whether  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures,  for  the  purpose  of  protec- 
tion, should  he  recognised  as  in  the  power  of  con- 
gress. If  the  power  of  protection  were  unconstitu- 
tional, clearly  the  committee  on  manufactures  must 
be.  The  question  then  was,  whether  this  house  meant 
to  look  to  a tariff  only  for  revenue,  or  for  protection? 
If  for  revenue,  what  use  was  there  for  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures?  Its  powers  could  he  em- 
braced, as  formerly,  under  the  committees  of  com- 
merce and  ways  and  means,  and  the  committee 
was  altogether  unnecessary.  He  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  laying  on  the  tabic  this  resolutson,  that 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  message  might  be  refer- 
red, and  lie  would  then  offer  a resolution  on  which 
the  question  might  be  raised.  The  question  must  be 
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settled  by  this  congress  whether,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, they  were  to  protect  domestic  industry,  or  whe- 
ther they  were  to  look  to  the  tariff  as  a means  of  re- 
venue. He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
with  a view  to  offer  a resolution  abolishing  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures,  and  giving  hereafter  to  the 
committee  on  commerce  the  power  over  commerce 
and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  hoped  his  colleague  would  with- 
draw the  motion,  for  it  would  lead  to  no  practical 

good. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  require  a vote  of  two- 
thirds  to  bring  the  resolution  before  the  house,  if  ob- 
jection were  made  to  it. 

Mr.  Smith  then  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr  Proffit  thought  it  was  very  immaterial,  except 
as  to  principle,  whether  this  subject  went  to  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures  or  ways  and  means,  for  their 
composition  was  but  little  different.  From  principle, 
itought  to  go  to  the  committee  on  ways  and  means.  At 
the  last  session  of  congress,  the  question  of  the  tariff,  by 
a unanimous  vote  of  that  (the  whig)  party,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  and  now 
it  was  said  to  be  improper  to  refer  it  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means.  In  looking  on  the  composi- 
tion of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  he  was  com- 
pelled, in  self-defence,  to  vote  against  its  reference 
to  them.  There  was  not  a solitary  member  on  it 
from  west  of  the  Ohio;  while  on  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  there  would  be  one  or  two  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  west  in  this  matter.  His  views 
coincided  with  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia on  this  matter.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
intended  by  the  president  to  countenance  a tariff  for 
protection,  but  that  he  would  be  found  on  the  side 
of  a tariff  for  revenue,  and  that  alone.  The  refe- 
rence ought  to  be  made  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Irwin  (in  reply  to  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Profiit)  said  there  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  from  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.  He  did  not  intend  to  debate  this  question,  al- 
though, when  proper,  it  could  be  shown  that  every 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  some  form  or  other, 
had  advocated  the  doctrine  of  protecting  domestic 
industry.  The  message  of  the  present  president  said, 
that,  while  we  ought  to  confine  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  government  to  the  purposes  of  revenue,  and 
whilst  it  is  advisable  to  adopt  moderate  counsels 
on  this  subject  the  manufacturing  interests  might 
seek  within  this  provision  protection.  The  early 
presidents  and  congresses  went  further  than  the 
mere  doctrine  of  protection;  they  went  for  encou- 
ragement as  well  as  protection  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures. 

[Mr.  I.  then  cited  from  the  history  of  their  legis- 
lation some  instances  in  support  of  this  ground,  par- 
ticularly referring  to  the  second  bill  passed  by  con- 
gress, which  countenanced  this  principle,  and  was 
passed  by  41  yeas,  to  8 nays,  among  the  yeas  be- 
ing the  name  of  James  Madison.  He  also  brief- 
ly noticed  the  history  of  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. 

But  now  had  a party  sprung  up,  and  been  recog- 
nised not  only  in  South  Carolina,  but  had  spread  its 
ramifications  into  other  sections  of  the  union,  that 
not  only  condemned  the  protective  system,  direct  and 
incidental,  but  went  against  a discrimination  of  duties, 
within  a tariff  of  revenue,  for  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic manufachires.  They  went  further,  and  de- 
sired by  discriminating  against  them,  to  break  down 
the  industry  of  this  country:  and  they  had  now 
within  that  party  a member  from  Georgia,  a whig 
member,  from  whom  he  was  much  surprised  to  hear 
such  sentiments  as  he  had  to-day  uttered,  which  were 
in  violation  of  the  pledges  given  by  the  great  Harri- 
son party;  made  by  their  chief,  who  openly  and 
above  board  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  com- 
promise act,  but  within  that,  for  all  the  protection 
that  could  be  afforded  domestic  industry.  He  called 
on  southern  whigs  to  fulfil  that  pledge.  The  domes- 
tic industry  of  the  country  must  and  would  be  pro- 
tected. 

He  called  on  the  democratic  party  of  Pennsylva- 
nia to  say  whether  they  were  prepared  to  avow  this 
doctrine — for  the  first  time  published  in  the  Globe — 
of  discriminating  against  manufactures.  To  what 
committee,  he  asked,  should  this  part  of  the  message 
go?  Let  it  be  admitted  that  they  might  incidentally 
discriminate,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  all  the  pro- 
tection they  could  within  the  compromise  act,  and 
where  was  the  subject  to  go  if  not  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures? 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to — 

Mr.  Jones , of  Virginia,  who  yielded  to  a motion  that 
the  house  adjourn. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Dec.  17.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  it  was 
resolved  that  when  this  house  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 


The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Fillmore: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof,  [i.  e.  of  the  presidem’s 
message],  as  relates  to  the  tariff  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures. 

Which  resolution  Mr.  Atherton  had  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words,  “committee  on 
manufactures,”  and  inserting  the  words  “committee 
of  ways  and  means.” 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jones , of  Virginia,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  house  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  Mr.  J.  then  examined  into  the 
duties  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules — contending  that  the  bare  enu- 
meration of  those  duties  show,  at  the  first  glance, 
that  the  whole  subject  of  revenue  and  of  finance  was 
intended  to  be  committed  to  their  charge. 

If  this  were  a proposition  to  lay  a tariff  for  pro- 
tection, he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  its  direction 
to  the  committee  on  manufactures  would  not  be  the 
proper  one.  But  did  any  gentleman  of  this  house  ask 
the  imposition  of  duties  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures?  The  idea  was  disclaimed 
on  all  hands.  Was  such  the  recommendation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States?  He,  (Mr.  J.)  had 
only  to  appeal  to  the  history  of  the  past  political  life 
of  the  president  to  find  the  most  ample  refutation  of 
such  a position.  Was  that  a fair  construction  to  be 
placed  upon  the  communication  of  the  president? 

By  examination,  they  would  be  able  to  see  the 
inducements  which  operated  on  the  mind  of  the  pre- 
sident to  bring  this  subject  before  the  house.  The 
president  was  giving  information  to  congress,  (as  it 
was  his  duty  to  do),  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
treasury.  He  was  going  on  to  show  the  resources 
of  the  government  for  the  year,  and  to  show  its  lia- 
bilities for  the  same  period.  In  this  connexion  it 
was  that  the  subject  of  the  tariff  had  been  introduced 
by  the  president;  and  Mr  J.  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  that  particular  branch  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  commented  upon  the  expenditures  unfavo- 
rably to  the  administration,  &c.  read  from  the  mes- 
sage the  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  for 
the  purpose  of  repelling  the  inference  that  the  object 
of  the  president  in  his  communication  was  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures.  The  president, 
never  throughout  these  points  of  the  message,  lost 
sight  of  the  word  revenue,  thus  clearly  showing  the 
object  to  be  to  impose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
venue alone. 

Mr.  J.  did  not  very  clearly  understand  what  was 
intended  by  the  president  in  that  part  of  the  mes- 
sage in  which  he  said:  “So  also  the  government  may 
be  justified  in  discriminating,  by  reference  toother 
considerations  of  domestic  policy  connected  with 
cur  manufactures.”  If  the  president  meant  to  assert 
the  opinion  that  congress  possessed  the  constitutional 
power  to  lay  discriminating  duties  with  a view  to 
protect  domestic  manufactures,  then  he  differed  with 
him  toto  coclo,  and  for  the  reason  which  appeared  to 
him  sound  and  incontrovertible,  that  at  the  precise 
point  where  complete  protection  commenced,  re- 
venue ceased.  The  very  object  for  which  protecting 
duties  were  imposed,  was  to  exclude  from  the  coun- 
try the  commodities  on  which  the  duties  were  laid,  and 
on  which  revenue  depended;  while  duties  laid  for 
revenue  were  for  revenue  alone.  The  effect  of  the 
one  was  to  promote  commerce,  to  raise  revenue  to 
replenish  the  treasury.  The  effect  of  the  other  was 
certainly  to  cripple,  if  not  to  destroy,  both  the  com- 
merce and  revenue  of  the  country. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  president  meant  to 
advance  the  opinion  that  incidental  protection  to  do- 
mestic manufactures  might  result  from  discriminat- 
ing duties  laid  really  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
then  the  question  was  presented  in  wholly  a different 
point  of  view,  and  in  one  certainly  less  objectiona- 
ble. In  no  view  that  he,  (Mr.  J.)  had  been  able  to 
take  of  this  subject,  had  he  been  able  to  perceive  any 
sufficient  reason  why  it  should  be  taken  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Hunt,  remarked  that,  from  the  commencement 
of  this  debate,  he  had  deprecated  it;  because  it  seem- 
ed to  him  that  the  gentlemen  were  unnecessarily  an- 
ticipating a subject  which  must,  sooner  or  later, 
come  up  for  the  action  of  the  house  at  the  present 
session. 

He  was  a member  of  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, and  were  he  to  consult  merely  his  own  ease,  he 
would  be  desirous  that  this  subject  should  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  But,  from 
the  course  which  this  debate  had  taken,  he  could  not 
but  understand  that  gentlemen  were  desirous  cf  draw- 
ing out  on  this  floor  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to 
the  fact  whether  there  was  any  constitutional  power 
or  right  in  this  house  or  this  government  to  protect 
the  labor — yes,  the  free  and  the  slave  labor — of  this 
J country,  as  contradistinguished  against  the  pauper 
| labor  of  Europe.  If  there  was  any  motive  or  object 


in  the  debate  which  had  sprung  up,  it  was  to  elicit 
an  expression  of  opinion  on  this  point. 

He  had  had  no  idea  of  .entering  into  the  argument, 
and  should  not  have  done  so  but  that  some  observa- 
tions had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, (Mr.  Jones),  which  he  could  not  suffer  to  pass 
without  a remark.  He  had  repeatedly,  year  after 
year,  made  the  declaration  here,  that  so  far  as  re- 
garded himself — and  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  a 
constituency  partly  agricultural,  partly  commercial, 
and  partly  manufacturing,  and  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  constituencies  in  his  state — there  was  no 
disposition  to  drive  this  subject  of  the  tariff  to  any 
extent  that  any  patriotic  gentleman  from  the  south 
would  not  assent  to,  to  an  extent  offensive  to  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  gentlemen  from  the  south 
acting  under  the  compromise  act.  His  principal 
object  in  rising  had  been  to  ask  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  house,  tariff  or  anti-tariff,  whether  com- 
ing from  the  north  or  the  south  of  Mason  and  Dix- 
on’s line,  to  put  aside  from  their  contemplations  the 
charm  ofprotection  on  the  one  hand,  and  revenue  on 
the  other,  and  to  come  up  like  sensible  and  patriotic 
men,  like  Americans,  to  the  question  of  the  protec- 
tion of  American  industry,  slave  or  free — from  the 
north  or  the  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line — 
against  the  legislation,  the  orders  in  council,  and  the 
restrictive  regulations  of  foreign  countries.  That 
was  what  he  asked.  He  asked  gentlemen  to  do  this 
in  a spirit  of  compromise — of  patriotism — as  Ameri- 
can citizens,  without  reference  to  geographical  divi- 
sions. 

As  to  what  might  be  the  specific  meaning  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  in  that  portion  of  his 
message  which  related  to  this  subject,  he  should  at 
all  times  treat  the  executive  with  the  propriety,  re- 
spect and  decorum  due  to  his  station,  still,  as  an  in- 
dependent legislator  here,  he  would  never  consent 
to  look  to  the  white  house,  nor  to  reports  of  Mr. 
Hume,  nor  to  any  other  quarter,  for  lights  to  influ- 
ence him  on  the  question  of  protecting  American  in- 
dustry from  foreign  restrictions  and  regulations. — • 
He  would  never  consent  to  take  the  president’s  re- 
commendation as  a rule  of  action  by  which  his  own 
conduct  or  vote  was  to  be  governed.  If  things  were 
to  come  to  that,  better  would  it  be  to  abolish  this  as 
well  as  the  other  house  of  congress.  Mr.  II.  ad- 
verted briefly  to  the  complexion  of  the  two  com- 
mittees, and  contended  that,  so  far  as  affected  the 
final  action  of  the  house,  the  result  would  be  the 
same  whether  the  report  came  from  the  one  commit- 
tee or  the  other. 

The  manufacturers,  like  all  other  classes  of  men, 
were  selfish — no  more  so  than  merchants,  or  plant- 
ers, or  agriculturists;  and  that  was  all  he  meant  to 
say.  But  they  were  essentially  selfish.  Their  inte- 
rest required  them  to  be  so.  As  such,  and  looking 
to  them  merely  as  manufacturers,  he  owed  this  class 
of  men  nothing,  either  as  a legislator  or  as  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.  But  when  gentlemen  looked  at  that 
class  of  men  as  connected  with  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests,  and  with  government  in  all  its 
departments,  could  they  as  politicians  or  as  patriots, 
looking  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  protection  of 
the  commerce,  the  agriculture,  and  the  labor  of  our 
own  country,  say  that  this  great  class  of  men  were 
to  be  neglected?  And  not  only  so,  but  that  discrimi- 
nating duties  or  in  other  words  discriminating  legis- 
lation against  them,  was  to  be  adopted  by  an  Ameri- 
can congress? 

Mr.  II.  expressed  the  hope  that  this  portion  of  the 
message  might  go  to  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
that  having  heretofore  been  the  usual  course  of  re- 
ference. 

Mr.  Randolph,  being  one  of  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures, and  representing  a people  largely  inte- 
rested in  the  subject,  rejoiced  that  the  debate  had 
sprung  up  thus  early  in  the  session.  It  would  arouse 
the  country  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
awake  from  their  fatal  slumbers  the  numerous  class 
of  citizens  w hose  interests  were  at  stake;  for  they 
had  been  slumbering  on  the  very  brink  of  destruc- 
tion, as  if  all  were  safe  or  all  was  lost. 

Mr.  R.  was  also  happy  that  this  debate  had  not  as- 
sumed a political  cast.  The  south,  of  all  parties, 
had  come  out  against  the  manufacturers;  and  he 
thought  this  ought  to  show  to  the  north,  the  middle, 
and  the  west,  that  they  should  bury  party  distinctions 
and  unite  upon  an  opposite  course.  He  called  on  the 
iron-handed  democracy  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as 
their  political  associates  in  other  portions  of  the  un- 
ion, to  go  with  him  in  sustaining  the  interests  of  their 
own  domestic  industry.  If  ever  there  was  a ques- 
tion paramount  to  mere  party  considerations,  this 
was  one.  It  rode  and  should  ride  triumphantly  above 
j all  such  distinctions.  And  if  the  question  now  be- 
| fore  us  is  to  be  a test,  as  alleged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  let  all  north  and  west  be 
, arrayed  on  the  true  side.  But  there  was  no  occasion 
for  making  it  a test:  the  subject  had  always  been  re- 
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ferred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and  there 
it  should  go.  But  if  it  be  a test — of  what  is  it?  We 
are  ready  to  meet  it,  and  the  test  question  is  between 
a horizontal  ad  valorem  tariff  and  one  of  discrimina- 
tion. Between  these  two  systems  was  the  test,  and 
on  this  question  he  understood  the  president  as  going 
with  the  north.  He  says:  “So  also  the  government 
may  be  justified  in  so  discriminating,  by  reference  to 
other  considerations  of  domestic  policy  connected 
wilh  our  manufactures.  So  long  as  the  duties  shall 
be  laid  with  distinct  reference  to  the  wants  of  the 
treasury,  no  well  founded  objections  can  exist  against 
them.”  He  adds:  “It  might  be  esteemed  desirable ” 
not  to  affect  the  land  bill.  Thus  he  does  not  even 
limit  the  discrimination  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  11.  said  he  was  aware  that  a certain  newspa- 
per, claiming , to  be  the  organ  of  the  president,  had 
put  a different  construction  on  the  message;  he  sup- 
posed, however,  that  the  country  must  look  to  the 
message  itself,  rather  than  to  the  organ,  for  the  pre- 
sident’s views,  unless  there  were  some  on  this  floor, 
as  rumor  said  there  were,  who  were  authorised  to  say 
that  the  president,  in  the  message  means  not  what 
Mr.  R.  and  others  contended  it  did.  Were  any  so 
authorised?  No  answer.  Then  there  are  none. 
The  language  of  the  president  must  be  taken  as 
broad  as  it  stands,  and  his  acts  conform  accordingly. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rliett)  had 
said  that  a tariff  fox  revenue  and  one  for  protection 
were  inconsistent,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Jones ) had  this  morning  dwelt  on  the  same 
point.  Mr.  R.  thought,  with  deference  to  those 
gentlemen,  a greater  fallacy  was  never  uttered.  It 
arose  from  not  distinguishing  between  a duty  that 
was  prohibitory  and  one  that  was  not.  The  duty  of 
three  cents  a pound  on  cotton  was  prohibitory.  It 
was  purely  a protective,  and  not  in  the  least  a re- 
venue duty,  whilst  the  duty  on  iron,  woollens,  silks, 
&c.  not  being  so  high  as  to  be  prohibitory,  operated 
both  for  revenue  and  for  protection.  The  increase 
of  the  duty  increases  the  revenue,  though,  by  de- 
creasing the  importation  and  enhancing  the  price,  it 
at  the  same  time  creates  or  increases  the  protection. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Meriwether ) had 
talked  about  the  exjiloded  idea  of  a protective  tariff. 
Exploded!  When,  where,  how,  or  by  whom?  asked 
Mr.  R.  The  first  petition  on  record,  and  the  second 
statute  passed  under  the  constitution,  were  for  pro- 
tection; and  from  the  period  that  act  was  passed  to 
the  present,  through  all  the  phases  of  party,  every 
congress  had,  in  some  shape  or  other,  recognised  the 
doctrine  of  protection.  Other  gentlemen  had  bat- 
tled against  the  rule  authorising  a committee  on  ma- 
nufactures. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Smith)  had  offered  a resolution  to  expunge  it.  Mr. 
R.  regretted  that  he  had  withdrawn  the  resolution. 
The  couutry  would  like  much  to  have  seen  the  vote 
on  it;  they  would  like  to  have  known  who  were  for 
thrusting  from  congress  the  large  class  of  citizens 
interested  in  manufactures.  Another  gentleman  had 
considered  the  rule  a wooden  horse  introduced  into 
the  house.  If  so,  it  has  been  here  a long  time,  more 
than  twenty  years,  and  has  carried  many  a goodly 
burden.  He  believed  almost  every  tariff  bill  had 
been  presented  under  that  rule.  But  (Mr.  R.  said) 
he  did  not  intend  to  go  further  into  the  debate.  This 
was  not  the  time  to  discuss  the  principles  of  a tariff. 
He  would  content  himself,  therefore,  with  simply 
assigning  his  reasons  why  this  portion  of  the  mes- 
sage should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures. In  the  first  place,  the  rule  and  the  com- 
mittee were  created  for  the  express  purpose;  this 
was  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  had  usually 
been  referred.  The  committee  of  ways  and  means 
had  such  a multiplicity  of  business  before  them  that 
they  could  not  possibly  give  this  subject  the  atten- 
tion which  it  required.  And,  lastly,  this  was  the 
appropriate  committee,  because  the  only  question 
was,  how  you  shall  discriminate;  and  as  any  discrimi- 
nation must  be  for  the  benefit  or  injury  of  manufac- 
tures, of  course  the  committee  on  that  subject  should 
take  cognizance  of  it. 

Mr.  .7.  R.  Ingersoll  said  he  would  show,  first,  that 
the  committee  on  manufactures  had  a valid  existence. 
It  had  been  contended  here  that  it  had  not,  or  ought 
not1  to  have.  This  argument  could  not  exist  were  it 
not  that  a particular  duty  was  not  assigned  to  it.  If 
a judicial  eye  should  pass  over  the  parts  of  the  mes- 
sage that  had  been  quoted,  it  would  see  that  the  in- 
tention ol  the  president  was  to  unite  in  theory  the 
reconciliation  of  increased  duties,  of  an  augmenta- 
tion of  duties,  with  the  protection  of  domestic  ma- 
nufactures. It  was  not  to  be  overlooked  that  the  le- 
gal adviser  of  the  president  on  this  point  was  a citi- 
zen of  Pennsylvania,  a slate  where  the  doctrine  was 
perfectly  orthodox  that  such  a reconciliation  may 
exist.  Let  the  president’s  own  language  be  its  own 
exponent.  Tirere  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  intention 
of  the  president.  Pie  apprehended  the  president 
was  entirely  right  in  his  idea  of  the  possibility  of  a 


reconciliation  between  these  twro  things,  that  gentle- 
men had  deemed  inconsistent. 

Whenever  a change  was  made  in  the  revenue  plan 
of  the  country,  there  was  not  an  instantaneous,  magic 
change  from  one  state  of  things  to  another;  but  there 
was  a transition  state.  So  with  manufactures:  when- 
ever, with  moderation  and  judgment,  the  duty  on  ar- 
ticles was  increased,  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer 
was  benefitted  by  bringing  into  demand  his  manufac- 
tures, and  bringing  into  use  the  resources  of  the 
country.  How  would  it  be  with  foreign  articles?  He 
then  referred  to  various  articles,  which,  a few  years 
since,  it  was  thought,  must  be  imported;  our  manufac- 
ture of  which  had  now  arrived  to  such  a degree  of 
perfection  that  the  American  articles  are  preferred 
over  the  English.  There  was,  therefore,  whenever 
an  increase  of  duties  took  place,  a great  abundance 
thrown  on  the  American  market  by  the  foreign  capi- 
talist, which  at  once  pays  the  amount  of  increased 
revenue,  cheapens  the  article  in  our  market,  and  ena- 
bles the  manufacturer  of  our  own  country — the  home 
manufacturer — to  see  in  the  rainbow  of  hope  a pro- 
mise of  the  future  excellence  and  advantage  of  his 
articles  that  foreign  manufactures  cannot  surpass. 
The  two  things,  therefore,  were  perfectly  reconcila- 
ble. 

They  had  been  told,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
debate,  that  there  was  nothing  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  relating  to  manufactures. 
Press  the  argument  home,  and  the  constitution  would 
deny  not  only  the  committee  on  manufactures  the 
exercise  of  any  power,  but  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  the  principal  part  of  their  duties  also. 
Two  or  three  gentlemen  had  referred  to  the  earliest 
tariff;  it  was  important  to  press  the  facts  connected 
therewith  on  the  house,  inasmuch  as  it  had  not  only 
the  sanction  of  the  revolutionary  patriots,  but  was 
framed  by  the  same  individuals  that  had  just  framed 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  was  found 
in  the  statute  in  immediate  juxtaposition  with  the 
law  which  went  before  it,  requiring  of  the  officers  of 
the  general  and  state  governments  that  they  should 
take  oaths  to  support  the  constitution;  and  immedi- 
ately came  the  preamble  to  the  tariff  of  duties  refer- 
red to,  which  were  levied  for  the  support  of  the  go- 
vernment; to  pay  the  debts  of  the  government;  thirdly, 
for  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  manufactures; 
and  are  introduced  as  circumstances  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  the  present  day,  and  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect of  posterity. 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  had  he  not  known  this  house  as 
well  as  he  did,  he  should  have  been  surprised  at  the 
range  of  debate  taken  on  the  mere  question  of  refe- 
rence. But  he  understood  the  object.  They  had 
seen  the  enemies  of  the  whig  party — and  he  welcom- 
ed them  to  the  strife — led  on  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton),  who 
with  a zeal — a hasty  zeal — for  which  he  as  a south- 
ern man  did  not  thank  him,  was  endeavoring  to 
protect  the  south;  and  really  the  discussion  had 
been  quite  amusing.  He  had  been  amused  to  see 
how  the  “corporal’s  guard”  had  taken  sides  in  this 
matter.  There  was  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Irwin),  who  yesterday  made  one  of  the  most  in- 
genious, non-committal  speeches,  for  a protective 
man,  he  had  ever  heard.  He  had  said  the  message  re- 
commended a protective  tariff,  and  did  not  recom- 
mend it;  while  another  southern  gentleman  disclaim- 
ed for  the  president  all  idea  of  encouraging  domestic 
manufactures.  It  was  not  for  him  (Mr.  S.)  to  settle 
this  dispute  between  the  two  parties;  he  would  let 
them  discuss  it  among  themselves.  He  thought  it  a 
little  unkind  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
note  with  such  emphasis  that  a southern  whig,  from 
Georgia,  had  been  among  the  first  in  attacking  a pro- 
tective tariff.  He  ought  to  recollect  that  his  own 
peculiar  friends  were  taking  the  lead  of  southern 
whigs  in  opposing  a protective  tariff 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  said  that  the 
committee  on  manufactures  had  no  duties  by  the 
rules  of  this  house.  [Mr.  S.  here  referred  to  the 
journal  of  the  house,  showing  that  in  1795  a commit- 
tee appointed  for  that  purpose  had  reported  to  the 
house  the  necessity  of  the  committee  on  commerce, 
among  others,  and  that  this  committee  was  expressly 
created  to  have  in  charge  commerce  and'manufac- 
turcs;  and  that  it  so  continued  till  1819,  when  the 
subjects  were  separated,  and  the  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures appointed].  It  was  no  new  thing.  The 
framers  of  the  constitution  in  1795  established  the 
committee  on  manufactures.  And  who  now  propos- 
ed to  knock  it  away?  A southern  whig?  No;  one 
(Mr.  Smith)  who  never  claimed  that  title,  and  did 
not  want  it,  from  a district  of  Virginia,  near  this 
place.  Let  that  fact  go  to  the  people  of  Pittsburg. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  called  on 
southern  whigs  to  come  up  and  stand  by  their  stand- 
ard. He  (Mr.  S.)  did  not  know  what  standard  they 
had  in  Pittsburgh;  the  southern  whigs  in  his  country 
had  some  of  their  own,  and  he  should  like  to  call  the 


gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  come  and  stand  by 
his  side  in  rejecting  abolition  petitions,  the  next  time 
they  came  up.  Let  him  come  and  help  us. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jones),  the 
ex-chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of  this  house,  had 
made  one  of  those  mild,  gentle  speeches  here;  who, 
with  all  his  ability,  one  of  the  most  plausible  insinuat- 
ing gentlemen,  sometimes  put  a deceptive  statement — 
he  would  not  say  intentionally — before  the  public. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  said  again  he  welcomed  the  strife  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia — for  with  all  his  loco- 
focoism,  he  (Mr.  S.)  took  pleasure  in  calling  him  a 
friend,  and  he  was  as  much  so,  he  was  willing  to  ad- 
mit, as  a locofoco  could  be.  He  (Mr.  Jones)  commen- 
ces an  attack  on  this  administration,  and  taunts  us  by 
asking  “where  is  this  great  reduction  of  expenditures 
you  promised  us!”  Behold  how  soon  aplain  tale  shall 
put  him  to  the  blush.  The  gentleman  had  said  that 
the  expenses  of  government  this  year  for  the  first  three 
quarters  amounted  to  $24, 734,34b'.  Why  could  not 
the  gentleman  state  that  from  the  1st  of  January  to 
the  4th  of  March,  1841,  $4,027,166  were  expended? 
That  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  expenses  of  this 
administration,  as  it  was  expended  before  they  came 
into  power.  The  expenses  for  the  last  quarter  of 
this  year  were  estimated  at  seven  millions.  Taking 
away  from  the  $24,734,346  the  $4,027,166,  left 
$20,707,180;  to  which  adding  $7,290,723,  the  esti- 
mated expenses  for  the  last  quarter  of  this  year,  it 
amounted  to  $27,997,904.  In  the  first  place,  he  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  compare  this  with 
the  thirty-nine  millions  expended  during  Van  Buren’s 
administration.  How  did  this  thirty-nine  millions 
compare  with  the  twelve  and  a half  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions’ expenditure  of  the  “outrageously  profligate” 
administration  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Adams ? ) Did  he  come  into  power 
with  his  friends  professing  retrenchment  and  reform, 
and  stay  in  power  twelve  years?  Did  it  come  in 
good  grace  for  gentlemen  in  power  twelve  years, 
controling  this  house  and  the  nation  with  an  iron  rod, 
to  taunt  us — not  having  been  in  power  one  short 
year — and  with  misunderstanding  enough  and  trou- 
ble among  ourselves,  so  that  we  hardly  know  where 
we  are — to  taunt  us  with  increasing  the  expendi- 
tures? And  this  is  created  by  the  appropriations 
which  he  (Mr.  J.)  and  his  party  made.  How  did 
this  twenty-seven  millions  come  up?  Who  appropri- 
ated the  money?  Did  these  appropriations  come  from 
us  at  the  extra  session  of  congress — from  any  in- 
crease of  the  army?  No;  that  was  done  under  Van 
Buren.  His  venerable  friend,  formerly  at  the  head 
of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  ought  to  give 
them  some  account  of  this.  These  appropriations 
outstanding  on  the  4th  of  March  last  were  more  than 
thirty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and  were  the  work  of 
the  last  congress  and  the  last  administration,  when 
these  gentlemen  had  a majority;  and  it  was  for  them 
to  account  for  these  appropriations  showing  so  large 
an  increase. 

During  the  last  session„(continued  Mr.  S.)  of  last 
congress,  when  the  reign  of  Van  Buren  ceased,  Mr. 
Woodbury  makes  his  estimates,  and  tells  us  we  must 
not  exceed  them;  and  yet,  before  the  session  is  out, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
admits  that  they  were  exceeded  by  nearly  two  mil- 
mions  of  dollars.  Was  there  in  those  estimates  of 
Mr.  Woodbury’s  any  estimate  for  the  Florida  war? 

[Mr.  S.  then  read  from  document  No.  70,  26th 
congress  2d  session,  a letter  from"  the  secretary  of 
war  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  in  which,  speaking  of  the  ar- 
rearages due  to  the  Florida  troops,  he  says:  “This 
pay  is  now  due;”  and  with  this  letter  of  December 
17,  1840,  a statement  received  from  the  paymaster 
general’s  office,  November  13,  1840,  of  dues  to  the 
Florida  troops,  amounting  to  $250,690  10.] 

Mr.  Woodbury,  in  submitting  his  annual  estimates, 
kept  out  of  view  not  only  the  money  wanted,  but 
debts  doe;  among  others,  this  debt  of  $250,000,  and 
thus  the  whig  party  must  be  saddled  with  charges 
which  the  Van  Buren  administration  made!  Was  it 
kind,  fair,  or  generous  for  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia to  impose  on  the  country  in  this  way?  Take 
away  the  twelve  million  of  dollars  public  debt,  and 
we  should  be  able  to  reduce  the  expenditures  some 
ten  or  twelve  million  dollars.  These  appropriations, 
therefore,  were  to  pay  the  debt  created  by  the  last 
administration,  and  not  by  the  whig  congress,  or 
since  the  whig  party  had  been  in  power.  He  (Mr. 
S.)  requested  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  therefore, 
to  postpone  his  censure  until  there  was  a fair  trial, 
to  see  what  the  whig  party  would  do;  he  trusted  they 
would  be  able  to  give  a good  account.  If  they  could 
not,  let  them  be  scouted  out  of  power  and  sunk  as  he 
trusted  they  (the  late  administration)  had,  in  public 
indignation. 

Mr.  Slade  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the 
house  adjourn,  and  the  house  adjourned  lo  Monday, 
at  12  o’clock. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER 


Fifth  series.— No.  18.— Vol.  XL]  BALTIMORE,  JANUARY  1,  1842,  [Vol.  LXL— Whole  No.  1,579. 


THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOP.  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  FIVE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


CONTENTS  O F NO.  18,  VOL.  11. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


Notice. 

Foreign  articles. 

National  affairs — agricultural  society,  army,  navy. 
States  of  the  union — Rhode  Island,  Maryland,  S. 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Florida. 

RePOKT  OF  THE  SECHF.TARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Proceedings  in  Congress. 

Chronicle. 


jE^'The  amount  of  imports  and  exports,  as  esti- 
mated by  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the  past 
year,  will  he  found  on  page  280. 

CONGRESS. 

In  the  senate  on  Tuesday,  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  law,  having  its  second 
reading,  Mr.  Berrien  moved  that  it  he  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  on  which  some  de- 
bating ensued,  in  whicli  Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien, 
Calhoun,  Mangum,  Clay,  Buchanan,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  and  Tallmadge  partook.  The  question 
being  taken  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Evans,  firahamv  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Williams,  Woodbridge — 15 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen.  Archer.  Bagby,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Man- 
gum,  Mouton,  Pierce,  Premiss,  Preston.  Rives,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 25. 

So  the  motion  for  reference  was  negatived. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution. — 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  Clay  introduced  three  resolu- 
tions, which  having  had  a first  and  second  reading, 
were  on  his  motion  made  the  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday the  12th  January.  They  propose  to  amend 
the  Constitution,  the  first,  by  prohibiting  a senator 
or  representative  from  being  appointed  to  any  civil 
office  under  the  U.  S.  government  during  the  term  or 
fraction  of  the  term  for  whicli  he  was  elected;  the 
second,  by  rendering  the  veto  in-operative  in  case 
a majority  of  both  houses  shall  again  pass  a bill 
after  reconsideration  of  its  objections;  and  the  third, 
by  electing  viva  voce,  by  a joint  vote  of  the  senate 
and  house,  the'secretary  of  treasury  and  the  treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States,  who  are  also  to  be  remova- 
ble only  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  houses. 

The  Exchequer  Bill.  On  the  same  day  Mr. 
Preston,  asked  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  giving  the  plan 
for  the  establishment  of  currency.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  something  must  be  done,  but  there  were 
certain  portions  of  the  plan  whicli  staggered  him  a 
good  deal.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  report 
of  the  secretary  on  the  subject  of  an  exchequer  board 
be  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr.  Tallmadge  mov- 
ed that  it  he  referred  to  a select  committee  of  nine 
and  being  indisposed  accompanied  his  motion  witli 
hut  few  remarks.  Mr.  Buchanan  arose  and  express- 
ed his  opposition  to  the  plan  of  the  secretary  and 
could  regard  it  only  as  a great  government  bank. — 
Mr.  Calhoun  briefly  expressed  some  of  the  reasons 
that  would  induce  him  to  oppose  the  motion  to  com- 
mit, and  concurred  in  the  objections  of  Mr.  Bucha- 
nan. Mr.  Rives  replied  to  the  arguments  of  both; 
he  did  not  consider  it  a government  bank,  appealed 
to  them  not  to  make  up  their  minds  in  opposition  un- 
til the  hill  had  been  modified  in  committee,  and  re- 
gretted that?  they  iiad  resolved  on  opposition,  before 
they  knew  the  shape  the  proposed  measure  would 
assume.  Mr.  Mangum  having  then  obtained  the 
floor,  yielded  to  a motion  for  adjournment,  and  on  I 
Thursday  delivered  his  speech  in  opposition. 
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American  Ministers.  Ilis  excellency,  Edward 
Everett,  envoy  extraordinary^  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States,  arrived  in  London  on 
Thursday  evening,  November  18th,  and  had  an  in- 
terview with  the  earl  of  Aberdeen  at  the  foreign  of- 
fice by  appointment. 

Mr.  Everett  left  London  for  Paris  on  the  25th,  for 
the  purpose  of  rejoining  his  family  on  their  way  to 
London. 

Col.  Todd,  our  minister  to  Russia,  arrived  at  St. 
Petersburg  on  the  7th  of  November. 

The  Illustrious,  seventy-four,  having  on  board  sir 
Charles  Bagot,  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  sail- 
ed on  Tuesday  the  16th,  put  into  Falmouth  on  the 
20th  and  sailed  again  on  the  24th  of  November. 

Steam  navigation  to  India.  At  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Peninsular  and  Ori 
ental  Steam  navigation  company,  which  was  held  at 
London,  it  was  stated,  as  not  altogether  improbable, 
that  in  a short  period  a more  frequent  communica- 
tion titan  a monthly  one  might  be  established,  in 
which  case  the  grant  of  <£100,000  made  to  this  com- 
pany by  the  East  India  company  would  probably 
merge  into  a contract  for  the  mail  service.  The 
opening  of  a transit  by  Mehemet  Ali  for  merchandise 
to  and  from  India,  &c.  through  Egypt,  was  announc- 
ed, and  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  pasha,  was  carried 
with  acclamation. 

The  ceremonial  of  the  baptism  of  the  young  prince, 
will,  it  is  rumored,  not  take  place  until  the  month  of 
February  next. 

Sir  Francis  Chan  trey,  the  most  celebrated  English 
sculptor,  died  of  an  apopletic  fit  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember. This  great  artist  was  considered,  during 
his  life  time,  second  only  to  Thorwaldsen,  the  Dane. 

The  French  chamber  of  deputies  was  convoked  by 
royal  ordinance  for  the  27th  of  December. 

The  steam  frigate  Kamschatka,  which  was  built  at 
New  York  for  the  Russian  government,  arrived  at 
Cronstadt  on  the  night  of  the  10th  November,  in  per- 
fect order.  It  is  said  that  the  emperor  and  empress 
had  intended  to  make  an  experimental  trip  in  the 
Kamschatka,  in  order  to  compare  her  powers  with 
those  of  the  Bojotia,  considered  the  finest  war  steam 
vessel  in  the  Russian  navy,  but  on  the  12th  the  Neva 
was  closed  by  ice,  and,  the  navigation  for  the  season 
being  ended,  the  Kamschatka  was  hauled  into  dock, 
and  those  of  the  crew  who  wished  to  return  home 
were  just  enabled  to  get  out  of  port. 

The  earl  of  Elgin,  well  known  for  his  depreciations 
in  Greece  upon  the  remains  of  ancient  architecture, 
formerly  British  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  and 
one  of  the  representative  peers  of  Scotland,  died  in 
the  early  part  of  November. 

The  American  minister  at  the  Hague  is  exerting 
himself  to  arrange  the  case  of  the  American  captain 
(Hatch)  who  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  a sailor 
at  Rotterdam. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  the  three  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  festival  of  the  reformation  was  cele- 
brated at  Wirtemberg.  In  the  evening  a number  of 
the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  town  formed 
themselves  into  a procession,  and  walked  to  the  sta- 
tue of  the  great  reiormer,  Martin  Luther,  where  they 
sang  a hymn. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


The  lion.  Daniel  Jenifer,  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  Vienna,  Thomas  H.  Morris,  esq.  secretary  of  le- 
gation, and  Mr.  James  C.  Jenifer,  attache,  took  pas- 
sage in  tiie  packet  ship  Westminister,  which  sailed 
from  New  "York  for  London  oil  Monday,  20th  De- 
cember. 

CONSULS.  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  officially  (Dec.  22),  recognised  Stevenson  Forbes 
as  consul  for  Netherlands  for  the  state  of  Alabama 
and  the  territory  of  Florida,  to  reside  at  Mobile;  and 
(also  Dec.  29th),  J.  G.  Lyz  as  consul  of  Switzerland 
for  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  to  re- 
side at  Philadelphia. 

Charles  James  Hunt  is  officially  recognised  by  the 
president  a=  vice  consul  for  Sweden  and  Norway  to 


reside  at  Boston  for  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and 
N.  Hampshire. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  UNIT- 
ED STATES.  A meeting  of  the  friends  of  agricul- 
ture from  the  different  sections  of  the  United  States 
was  Held,  pursuant  to  public  notice,  in  the  hall  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1841. 

After  organizing  with  the  appointment  of  the  hon. 
James  M.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  as  president,  they 
adopted  a constitution,  resolved  to  petition  congress 
to  set  apart  the  Smithsonian  bequest  to  carry  out  the 
objects  of  the  society  and  appointed  a committee, 
who  selected  the  following  officers,  to  serve  until  the 
first  general  meeting,  and  exhibition  on  the  4th  May 
next. 

President — James  M.  Garnett. 

Corresponding  secretary — John  S.  Skinner. 

Recmding  secretary — John  F.  Callan. 

Treasurer — Edward  Dyer. 

Board  of  control — Levi  Woodbury,  Elisha  Wliit- 
lesey,  Alexander  Hunter,  John  A.  Smith,  W.  J. 
Stone. 

Vice  presidents — Maine,  George  Evans;  N.  Hamp- 
shire, Isaac  Hili;  Massachusetts,  B.  F.  French;  Con- 
necticut, Eli  Ives;  R.  Island,  Gov.  Fenner;  Vermont, 
William  Jarvis;  New  York,  C.  H.  Bement;  N.  Jer- 
sey, C.  S.  Greene;  Pennsylvania,  George  M.  Keim; 
Delaware,  J.  W.  Thompson;  Maryland,  Thos.  Emo- 
ry; Virginia,  Edmund  Ruffin;  N.  Carolina,  Edmund 
Deberry;  S.  Carolina,  Wade  Hampton;  Georgia,  W. 
Lumpkin;  Alabama,  Dixon  H.  Lewis;  Louisiana, 
Alexander  Mouton;  Arkansas,  Archibald  Yell;  Ten- 
nessee, F.  H.  Gordon;  Mississippi,  M.  W.  Philips; 
Kentucky,  Chilton  Allen;  Missouri,  Lewis  F.  Linn; 
Illinois,  A.  W.  Snyder;  Indiana,  Solon  Robinson; 
Michigan,  Isaac  E.  Crary;  Ohio,  John  Hastings;  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  H.  L.  Ellsworth;  Florida,  R.  W. 
Williams;  Iowa,  Timothy  Davis;  Wisconsin,  Henry 
Dodge. 

Tiie  vice  presidents  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  District 
of  Columbia,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  are  ex-of- 
ficio members  of  the  board  of  control. 

THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  for  the  promo- 
tion of  science,  formed  about  a year  and  half  ago, 
held  a meeting  at  Washington  on  the  13th  December. 
Their  proceedings  were  interesting  and  cheering. 
Colonel  P.  Force  presided  and  previous  to  adjourn- 
ment, it  was  determined  to  request  the  hon.  J.  Q. 
Adams  to  deliver  for  them  the  next  anniversary  dis- 
course. 

THE  ARMY. 

Resignations.  Bv’t  major  James  A.  Ashby,  2d  dra- 
goons, 15th  Dec.  1841. 

1st  lieut.  Fayette  Robinson,  1st  dragoons,  31  Dec. 
1841. 

2d  lieut.  Joseph  B.  Boyd,  3d  artillery,  31  Dec. 
1841.  [Army  amt  Navy  Citron. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  home  squadron  will  probably  leave  port  in 
a few  weeks.  Its  sailing  has  been  tli  us  long  delayed, 
as  we  understand,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  scar- 
city of  seaman,  but  more  from  the  heavy  character 
of  the  work  required  to  be  done  on  the  steamers, 
two  of  which  are  attached  to  the  force  to  be  employ- 
ed on  this  service.  The  squadron  will  consist  of 

The  Independence,  razee,  capt.  Gallagher. 

The  Columbia,  frigate,  capt.  Parker. 

The  Missouri,  steamer,  capt.  Newton. 

The  Mississippi,  do.  capt.  Salter. 

The  Vandalia,  sloop  of  war,  commander  Ramsay. 

The  Falmouth,  do.  com.  McIntosh. 

The  Grampus,  schooner,  lieut.  com.  Van  Brunt. 

Tiie  Dolphin,  do.  lieut.  com.  McKean. 

These  vessels  are  fitting  at  different  navy  yards, 
and  will  probably  rendezvous  at  some  given  point’ 
when  arrangements  will  be  made  for  their  future 
operations.  [Nai.  Int. 

The  steam  frigate  Mississippi  (lately  launched  at 
the  Philadelphia  building  yard)  arrived  in  the  harbor 
of  Newcastle,  from  Philadelphia,  on  Christmas  eve. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian,  Com.  Wi  kinson, 
bound  to  the  West  Indies,  sailed  from  Hampton 
Road'  yesterday.  She  was  passed  off  Wilioughhv's 
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Point  light  boat  last  evening,  by  the  steamboat  Poca- 
hontas. [Norfolk  Beacon,  Dec.  20. 

At  a marine  general  court  martial,  held  at  the  ma- 
rine barracks,  commencing  on  the  23d  November, 
1841,  first  lieutenant  George  F.  Lindsay  was  tried 
upon  charges  furnished  by  lieutenant.  A.  G.  Gordon, 
of  the  U.  S.  navy,  and  found  not  guilty.  The  finding 
was  approved  by  the  proper  authority  on  the  10th 
December. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  Peacock,  captain 
Hudson,  was  expected  to  arrive  at  Fort  George 
about  July  1;  the  Vincennes,  captain  Wilkes,  ex- 
pected to  arrive  at  the  same  place  July  15;  and  the 
Porpoise  August  1. 

All  these  vessels  were  at  the  northward  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  objects  of  the  expedition;  they  had  pre- 
viously been  at  Fort  George,  at  the  mouth  of  Colum- 
bia river,  where  every  attention  was  paid  them  by 
the  governor  and  officers  of  the  Hudson  Bay  com- 
pany. From  Fort  George  it  was  believed  the  squad- 
ron would  sail  for  Singapore,  and  from  thence  home. 
The  above  information  is  from  an  officer  belonging 
to  the  squadron,  who  remained  at  Fort  George  while 
the  vessels  went  north,  waiting  for  their  return.  The 
lastest  information  direct  from  the  squadron  left  all 
well.  [.jV.  Y.  American. 


U.  S.  brig  Consort  put  into  Holmes’s  Hole  on  the 
2d  ult.  on  her  way  from  Norfolk  to  Portland.  She 
is  commanded  by  lieut.  Lewis. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  27th,  28th  and  29th  of  December  were  the 
days  for  voting  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  lately  in  part  proposed. 

MARYLAND. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  28th  ult.  In  the 
senate,  Richard  Thomas  was  chosen  president  and 
.1.  H.  Nicholson  chief  clerk.  In  the  house,  J.  C.  Le- 
grand  was  chosen  speaker  and  J.  N.  Watkins  chief 
clerk.  The  two  former  are  whigs.  The  annual 
message  of  the  governor  was  transmitted  on  Wednes- 
day the  29th. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  17th  in- 
stant. Among  the  27  acts  passed  during  its  session, 
were  the  following,  viz: 

An  act  to  prevent  the  citizers  of  New  York  from 
carrying  slaves  or  persons  held  to  service  out  of  this 
state,  and  to  prevent  the  escape  of  persons  charged 
with  the  commission  of  crime. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  emancipation  of  slaves  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  incorporate  villages,  societies  and  com- 
panies, and  to  renew  and  amend  certain  charters 
heretofore  granted,  and  to  establish  the  principles  on 
which  charters  of  incorporations  will  hereafter  be 
granted,  whereby  all  corporations  hereafter  created, 
shall  be  subject  to  impeachment,  trial  and  correc- 
tion, before  the  power  wffiich  creates  them,  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people. 

An  act  to  make  the  unlawful  whipping  and  beating 
of  a slave  an  indictable  offence. 

An  act  to  reduce  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  militia  law  of  this  state,  with  sundry 
amendments,  and  an  act  to  modify  the  prison  bounds 
law. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  hostile  to  the  land  distri- 
bution bill  of  congress,  previous  to  adjournment. 

GEORGIA. 

Legislature.  The  general  assembly  of  the  state 

f Georgia,  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  9 th  instant,  hav- 
ing been  in  session  little  less  than  six  weeks — being 
the  shortest  as  well  as  most  laborious  session  that  has 
been  held  in  many  years.  They  passed  nearly  200 
laws.  Of  these  the  governor  vetoed  six,  one  of 
which  was  to  direct  the  Central  bank  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt,  and  another  to  reduce  the 
taxes  of  the  state  20  per  cent.  They  left  the  banks 
pretty  much  where  they  found  them — considering, 
perhaps, that  they  could  manage  their  own  affairs  best 
The  bill  for  coercing  the  banks,  with  its  various 
amendments,  was  lost  on  a re-consideration — the 
Central  bank  has  some  of  its  restrictions  removed, and 
is  authorised  to  put  out  §300,000  in  small  bills. 

The  bill  to  aid  the  Monroe  rail  road  company  was 
lost.  The  Darien  bank,  we  understand,  is  to  be 
wound  up,  and  its  assets  turned  over  to  the  Central 
bank. 

ALABAMA. 

The  legislature  have  adopted  resolutions  against 
the  land  distribution  bill.  They  have  also  repealed 


unconditionally  the  law  which  provides  for  the  elec- 
tion of  representatives  to  congress  on  the  general 
ticket  system. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  legislature  convened  on  Monday  Dec.  13.  W. 
C.  C.  Claiborne  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives.  Gov.  Roman’s  message  was  trans- 
mitted the  next  day. 

ARKANSAS. 

State  Bonds.  The  state  loaned  her  bonds  1o  a 
large  amount,  to  create  and  sustain  her  Real  Estate 
bank.  Of  these  bonds  §500,000  were  endorsed  over 
to  the  North  American  Banking  and  Trust  company, 
of  New  York,  to  raise  funds  upon.  The  North  Ame- 
rican Trust  company  pledged  them  to  Messrs.  Hal- 
ford & Co.  London  brokers.  Thus  they  stand:  the 
North  American  Trust  has  gone  out;  the  Real  Estate 
bank  and  the  state  of  Arkansas  refuse  to  pay  either 
principal  or  interest,  alleging  in  bar,  the  frauds  of 
their  agent,  the  North  American  Trust  company. 

OHIO. 

DECISION  OF  SUPREME  COUF.T. 

Augustus  L.  Pen-ill  and  others,"!  Franklin  supreme 
vs.  > court  in  Chance- 

The  Columbus  Insurance  Co.  ) ry. 

1st.  On  the  4th  day  of  March,  1840  a loan  was 
made  by  def’ts  to  complainants,  of  the  sum  of 
§3,200.  Ten  per  cent,  was  reserved,  and  the  ba- 
lance of  the  §3,200  paid  to  complainants. 

Complainants  executed  a promissory  note  under 
seal,  payable  in  New  York  on  the  1st  of  May,  1840, 
for  §3,200.  Also  a power  of  attorney  dated  6th 
March,  1840,  authorizing  the  confession  of  a judg- 
ment for  the  amount  of  the  note,  and  interest,  and 
costs. 

2nd.  On  the  16th  of  July.  1840,  complainants 
paid  to  def’ts  on  account  of  the  note,  §1,225  42. 

3rd.  On  the  12th  September  1840,  def’ts  caused 
a judgment  to  be  confessed  against  complainants  for 
the  sum  of  §3,224  64;  being  §24,64  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  note  after  having  received  §1,225  42 
on  the  16th  of  July.  1840. 

4th.  An  execution  was  issued  upon  the  judg- 
ment, and  complainants  paid  the  whole  amount  of 
the  note  for  §3,200,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  and 
all  costs,  calculating  the  payment  on  the  16th  of 
July,  1840,  and  filed  their  bill  of  injunction  against 
the  residue.  Complainants  paid  the  excess  of  4 per 
cent,  reserved  at  the  time  of  the  loan,  as  it  was 
their  contract. 

5th.  Defendants  claimed  the  right  to  charge  10  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  note,  after  it  became  due  till  the 
payment  or  till  the  judgment,  and  also  8 per  cent, 
exchange,  and  these  were  the  two  items  in  contro- 
versy. 

6th.  The  defendants’  charter  authorises  them  to 
loan  money  generally,  without  fixing  any  rate  of  in- 
terest, and  they  claimed,  that  they  had  the  right  to 
charge  as  much  interest  as  they  pleased. 

Complainants  claimed,  that  by  their  charter  defend- 
ants could  only  claim  6 percent,  interest  and  that  no 
rate  being  authorised  they  were  bound  by  the  gene- 
ral law  of  the  land. 

The  court  granted  and  decreed  a perpetual  injunc- 
tion, deciding  both  points  in  favor  of  complainants 
and  against  the  company.  [Daily  Freeman. 

INDIANA. 

The  legislature  have  passed  a joint  resolution,  and 
which,  having  been  approved  by  the  governor,  is  now 
a law,  postponing  the  “sale  of  personal  property  on 
execution  now  levied  and  advertised,  or  which  may 
be  levied  hereafter,  and  before  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  until  some  day  to  be  fixed  by  the  proper 
officer,  and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next.” 

The  lower  house  has  passed,  by  vote  of  seventy  to 
twenty-seven,  an  act  requiring  that  real  estate  under 
execution  should  sell  for  two  thirds  of  its  appraise- 
ment. It  will  probably  pass  the  senate. 

The  senate  passed  the  greater  part  of  the  15th  inst. 
in  discussing  the  joint  resolution  fixing  upon  the  15th 
of  January  next  as  the  time  for  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  bank,  and  this 
committee  was  finally  instructed  to  report  it  back  so 
modified  as  to  require  the  state  bank  to  commence 
redeeming  her  five  dollar  notes,  and  all  notes  under 
that  sum,  with  gold  and  silver,  on  demand  at  the  pro- 
per branch,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next; 
the  ten  dollar  notes  and  under,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next;  and  all  other  denominations  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  with  provisos. 

Resolutions  have  been  introduced  into  both  houses 
“repudiating  so  much  of  the  state  debt  of  Indiana  as 
has  been  incurred  by  the  sale  of  state  bonds  for 
which  no  consideration  has  been  received,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  or  fraudulent  conduct  of  the 


purchasers  thereof;  but,  at  the  same  time,  acknow- 
ledging, in  all  time  to  come,  the  valid  obligation  of 
all  her  liabilities  outstanding,  for  which  she  has  re- 
ceived the  proper  consideration  agreed  upon.  One 
of  the  resolutions  provides  for  the  ascertainment,  by 
the  fund  commissioner,  of  the  numbers,  dates, 
amounts  and  other  descriptions  of  the  bonds  referred 
to,  and  for  their  publication  in  certain  cities  of  the 
union  and  of  Europe,  as  repudiated  bonds.'" 

There  is  a bill  before  them  authorising  the  re- 
demption of  the  fifty  dollar  treasury  notes  now  in 
circulation,  by  a new  issue  of  five  dollar  treasury 
notes,  payable  two  years  after  date.  At  the  last  ac- 
counts, both  branches  of  the  legislature  were  busily 
at  work  upon  the  project,  which  is  now  assuming  a 
tri-form  character.  It  is  proposed — 

1st.  To  issue  §5  treasury  notes,  in  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  debt  of  the  state  to  the  state  bank. 

2d.  To  issue  §500,000  of  treasury  notes  annually, 
for  four  years,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
northern  canal  to  the  feeder-dam  in  Noble  county, 
the  rail  road  to  Indianapolis,  the  AVhite-water  canal 
to  the  national  road,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
Wabash  rapids. 

3d.  To  issue  §5  treasury  notes  for  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  the  §50  treasury  notes  now  in  circulation. 

We  have  lost  sight  of  the  movements  in  reference 
to  the  first  class  of  these  issues.  The  resolution,  to 
instruct  one  of  the  committees  to  report  a bill  pro- 
viding for  an  issue  of  the  second  class,  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  in  the  senate,  on  the  15th  inst.  by  a vote  of 
39  to  11.  The  bill  authorising  the  issue  of  the  third 
class  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  in  the  house  on 
the  I6th,  82  to  14. 

The  Vevay  Western  Statesman  of  the  23d  inst. 
says  that  the  report  of  Noah  Noble,  esq.  present 
fund  commissioner,  to  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
is  perhaps  “one  of  the  most  startling  official  docu- 
ments ever  presented  to  the  people  of  this  or  any 
other  state.  The  extent  of  the  frauds  against  the 
state,  and  the  boldness  with  which  they  were  perpe- 
trated by  the  late  fund  commissioner — to  say  nothing 
of  the  immense  sums  actually  lost  through  his  crimi- 
nally stupid  management — are  without  a parallel  in 
the  financial  history  of  any  state.” 

Suspended  debt.  A public  meeting  has  been 
held  in  Washington  county,  and  another  in  Shel- 
by county,  at  each  of  which  resolutions  were  passed 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  to  be,  that  the 
legislature  should  refuse  to  pay  all  state  bonds  for 
which  the  state  had  not  received  a bona  fide  conside- 
ration. 

ILLINOIS. 

Conventions.  The  Van  Buren  convention  at 
Springfield  nominated  A.  W.  Snyder  as  their  candi- 
date for  governor;  and  on  the  6th  ballot,  John  Moore, 
of  McLean,  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  lieut. 
governor.  Forty-three  counties  were  not  represent- 
ed in  convention. 

The  whigs  have  decided  not  to  Hold  a convention 
to  nominate  state  officers,  as,  on  a comparison  of 
views,  it  is  found  that  they  arc  all  for  gen.  Joseph 
Duncan  for  governor.  There  is  some  disagreement 
yet  with  regard  to  lieutenant,  governor,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  all  will  be  harmonized  without  a conven- 
tion. 

Amount  of  bonds.  The  editor  of  the  Alton 
Telegraph,  writing  from  Springfield,  says,  that  on 
inquiring  at  the  auditor’s  office,  he  was  informed 
that  no  official  record  whatever  had  been  kept  ot  the 
amount  of  bonds  issued,  the  purposes  for  which  is- 
sued, nor  of  their  numbers,  and  that  the  only  means 
of  obtaining  the  information  desired,  was  by  exami- 
ning the  reports  which,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
made  to  the  legislature. 

FLORIDA. 

Walcalioosy  has  come  in  at  Pilatka  with  .37  In- 
dians, and  the  Creeks  have  had  a talk  with  Colonel 
Garland;  they  have  all  promised  to  come  in  under 
their  chief  Octaoocee.  Eighteen  Mickasukies  have 
remained,  and  they  say  will  not  come  in  at  all,  but 
will  fight  it  out.  They  have  killed  two  of  the  dele- 
gates from  Arkansas,  in  the  vicinity  of  Caooeassasay. 

Two  Indians  who  were  sent  from  Fort  Fanning  on 
the  19th  of  November,  were  found  dead  on  the  road 
leading  towards  the  Esteen-hatchee  river,  by  a de- 
tachment of  the  3d  infantry,  which  arrived  at  I ort 
Fanning  the  27th.  From  the  appearance  of  the  bo- 
dies, they  must  have  been  murdered  on  the  day  after 
they  departed  from  the  fort. 

Tiger  Tail  is  at  Fort  Fanning— efforts  were  made 
to  excite  him  to  revenge  the  murder  of  his  two  men; 
but  without  effect.  He  would  do  nothing  till  lie 
could  consult  his  people  at  Tampa. 

The  expedition  of  lieut.  G.  W.  Patten  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  St.  John’s,  after  an  absence  oi  ten  days, 
returned  to  Fort  Mellon  on  the  8th  inst.  The  coun- 
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try  south  of  Lake  Harney  was  inundated,  and  it  was 
next  to  impossible  to  ascertain  the  true  channel.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  canoes  were  frequently  en- 
tangled amid  intricacies  from  which  it  was  difficult 
to  liberate  them.  Lieut.  Patten  examined  several 
places,  on  two  of  which  he  discovered  fields  contain- 
ing sweet  potatoes,  Lima  beans,  peppers,  &c.  which 
the  Indians  had  planted  during  the  summer.  The  In- 
dians, however,  had  left  the  islands,  probably  to  join 
the  forces  of  Sam  Jones  or  Halleck  Tustenuggee. 

Lieut.  Col.  Riley  had  arrived  at  Fort  Pierce,  and 
was  daily  expected  by  the  land  route  to  Fort  Mellon. 

[Savannah  Republican. 


THE  PUBLIC  FINANCES. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

Transmitting  a report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  20,  1841. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  entitled  “an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to  establish 
the  treasury  department,’  ” the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 

I.  Of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1841,  (exclusive  of  the  amount  deposited  with  the 
states,  trust  funds,  and  indemnities,  and  the  amount 
due  from  banks  which  failed  in  1837),  was,  as  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  submit- 
ted to  congress  of  the  3d  day  of  June  last  $987,345  03 
The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  present  year  amount 


to 

Viz: 

From  customs  $10,847,557  44 

From  lands  " 1,104,063  06 

From  miscellaneous  and 

incidental  sources  90,691  69 

From  bonds  of  Bank  of  U. 

States  662,049  47 

From  banks  which  fail- 
ed in  1837  51,127  30 

From  treasury  notes,  per 
act  31st  March,  1840  1,524,703  80 
From  treasury  notes  per 
act  of  15th  Feb.  1841  5,956,932  90 
From  loan,  per  act  of 
21st  of  July,  1841  3,229,946  86 

The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter,  it 
is  estimated,  will  amount  to 
Viz: 

From  customs 
From  lands 

From  miscellaneous  and 
incidental  sources 
From  bonds  of  Bank  of  U. 

States 

From  treasury  notes 
From  loan — 

Received  $2,202,780  02 
Estimate  for 
balance  qr.  100,000  00 


$23,467,072  52 


$6,943,095  25 


4,000,000 

00 

350,000 

00 

30,000 

00 

10,215 

23 

250,000 

00 

2,302,780  02 


Making  the  total  estimated  receipts  for 


the  year 


$30,410,167  77 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January  last,  an  aggre- 
gate °f  . ' 31,397,512  8C 

The  expenditures  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
present  year  have  amounted  to  $24,734,346  97 
Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  inter- 
course and  miscella- 
neous $4,615,363  81 

Military  service  10,834,104  45 

Naval  service  4,229,986  94 

Treasury  notes-jiedeem- 
ed,  including  interest  5,027,811  13 

Public  debt  27,080  64 

The  expenditures  for  the  4th  quarter 
are  estimated,  on  data  furnished  by 
the  respective  departments,  at 
Viz: 

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and 
foreign  intercourse 
Military  service 
Naval  service 
Interest  on  loan 
Principal  and  interest  on 
treasury  notes 
Making  32,025,070 


7,290,723 


$1,581,205 

44 

3,169,773 

54 

1,966,560 

80 

70,000 

00 

on 

503,183 

95 

And  leaving  a deficit  to  be  provided  for 
on  the  1st  January,  1842  $627,557  90 

It  being  essential  that  this  deficit,  arising  from  the 
failure  in  effecting  more  than  a portion  of  the  loan 
authorised  by  congress  at  its  last  session,  should  be 


provided  for  by  means  that  might  be  at  once  availa- 
ble, it  is  recommended  that  an  immediate  issue  of 
treasury  notes  be  authorised,  to  meet  the  emergency. 
II.  Of  the  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures 
for  the  pear  1842. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  1842  are  estimated  as 
follows: 

From  customs  $19,000,000  09 

(Arising  from  duties  accruing  in 
1841,  and  payable  in  1842  $3,400,000 
From  duties  accruing  and  payable 
in  1842  $15,600  00). 

Treasury  notes 
Miscellaneous  sources 


From  which  deduct  the  estimated  de- 
ficiency on  the  first  of  January,  1842 


Leaving  this  amount  applicable  to  the 
service  of  the  year  1842 
The  expenditures  for  the  year  1842, 
including  $7,000,000  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  treasury  notes,  are  estimat- 
ed at  32,791,010  78 


Leaving  to  be  provided  for  this  amount  14,218,570  68 

The  receipts  from  the  customs  for  the  year  1842 
depending  for  their  amount  upon  the  action  of  con- 
gress at  its  present  session,  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
tariff,  it  is  not  practicable  to  form  estimates  of  the  re- 
venue which  may  be  derived  from  that  source  with 
much  precision.  Those  now  submitted  have  in  view 
the  present  rates  of  duty,  and  their  final  reduction  to 
20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  after  the  30th  of  June  next. 
The  scale  of  duties  thus  established,  has  been  neces- 
sarily assumed  as  the  basis  of  calculation  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  1842,  estimated  with  reference 
to  the  anticipated  importations  of  that  year,  compar- 
ed with  the  average  importations  of  former  years. 

In  the  estimated  receipts,  the  amount  which  will 
come  into  the  treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  1842  has  been  excluded,  as  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  4th  of  September  last  directs  its  distri- 
bution among  the  several  states  and  territories. 

With  regard  to  receipts  from  the  loan  already  au- 
thorised by  law,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  owing  to 
the  short  period  which  is  to  elapse  before  it  becomes 
redeemable,  together  with  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
money  market,  it  would  not  be  safe  to  expect  that 
any  considerable  portion  will  be  obtained,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1842,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
limited  for  effecting  it. 

The  law  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 
also  expiring  early  in  1842,  not  more  than  $50,000, 
it  is  supposed,  can  be  made  available  from  that 
source. 

In  estimating  the  expenditures  of  the  year  1842,  it 
is  assumed  that  no  other  appropriations  will  he  made 
than  those  now  submitted  in  the  estimates  from  the 
several  departments;  ar.d  that  the  balance  of  those 
appropriations  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
1842,  will  be  equal  to  that  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year. 

It  is  proper  further  to  remark  that  estimates  of  ex- 
penditures can  only  be  made  for  such  as  may  be  re- 
quired under  existing  laws,  and  arise  in  the  ordinary 
operations  of  the  government.  The  power  of  appro- 
priation, as  well  as  the  power  of  raising  revenue,  be- 
ing at  all  times  in  the  hands  of  congress,  this  depart- 
ment cannot  found  estimates  upon  its  own  sense  of 
what  the  public  interest  may  be  thought  to  require, 
especially  at  a time  when  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try may  be  supposed  to  call  for  more  than  ordinary 
means  of  defence  and  security. 

The  amount  required  for  surveys  of  the  public 
lands,  and  the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed 
in  that  branch  of  the  public  service,  being  payable 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  those  lands,  is  not 
included  in  this  estimate  of  expenditure. 

To  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  year  1842,  amount- 
ing to  $14,218,570  68,  it  is  respectfully  recommend- 
ed congress  to  authorise — 

1.  An  extension  of  the  term  within  which  the  re- 
sidue, not  yet  taken,  of  the  loan  already  authorised 
shall  be  redeemable,  amounting  to,  say  $6,500,000. 

2.  The  re-issue  of  the  treasury  notes  heretofore 
authorised  by  law,  amounting  to  $5,000,000. 

3.  The  balance  still  required,  of  $2,718,570  68, 
together  with  an  additional  sum  of  $2,000,000,  (a 
surplus  deemed  necessary  in  the  treasury  to  meet 
emergencies  of  the  public  service),  to  be  supplied 
from  imposts  upon  such  foreign  articles  imported  as 
may  be  selected,  witli  due  regard  to  a rigid  restric- 
tion in  amount  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  a proper  economy  in  its  administration. 

III.  Readjustment  of  the  tariff. 

The  last  reduction  of  duties  on  imports  provided 
for  by  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  will  take  effect 
immediately  after  (he  30th  June  next.  From  that  day 


50,000  00 
150,000  00 


19,200,000  00 
627,559  90 


18,572,440  10 


no  duty  will  exist  on  any  imported  article  exceeding 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  and  certain  other  legal 
provisions  of  the  same  act,  of  great  importance,  are  to 
come  into  operation  at  the  same  time. 

One  of  them  is  the  enactment  which,  after  that  pe- 
riod, requires  all  duties  to  be  paid  in  readyr  money; 
thus  putting  an  end  to  the  system  of  credits  which  has 
prevailed  from  the  first  establishment  of  this  go- 
vernment; a system  which,  however  necessary  or  con- 
venient in  the  infancy  of  our  commerce,  when  the 
mercantile  capital  of  the  country  was  inconsiderable, 
and  a strong  desire  was  felt  to  foster  and  encourage 
foreign  trade  by  all  practicable  means,  may  at  the 
present  day  well  yield  to  the  important  objects  to  be 
secured  by  cash  payments. 

Another,  deemed  at  the  same  time  an  essential  pro- 
vision of  the  act,  is  that  which  declares  that,  after 
June,  1842,  all  duties  on  imported  articles  shall  be 
assessed  upon  the  value  of  such  articles  at  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  be  entered,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  Hitherto, 
throughout  the  whole  history  of  the  government,  the 
cost  or  value  in  the  foreign  market  has  been  assumed 
as  the  basis  for  the  calculation  of  ad  valorem  duties, 
and  to  this  cost  or  value  certain  additions  have  heen 
made,  supposed  to  be  equivalent  to  the  charges  of  im- 
portation. But  undervaluations  abroad,  frauds,  real 
or  supposed,  in  invoices,  and  the  unjust  advantages 
which  were  believed  to  exist  in  the  hands  of  foreign 
manufacturers,  who  had  become,  in  fact,  themselves 
the  importers  into  the  country  of  a large  proportion 
of  the  manufactured  goods  from  Europe,  led  congress 
to  look  to  a home  valuation  for  security  as  well  to  the 
American  importing  merchant  as  to  the  revenue, 
and  to  the  producers  of  similar  articles  in  the  United 
States. 

Tlie  legal  effect  of  the  act  of  1833  would  seem  to 
be,  to  abolish  the  practice,  after,  June  30th,  of  asses- 
sing duties  upon  invoices  or  foreign  valuation;  and, 
therefore,  if  congress  shall  not  at  this  session  pre- 
scribe regulations  for  assessing  duties  upon  a valua- 
tion to  be  made  at  the  port  of  entry,  or  pass  some 
law  modifying  the  act  of  1833,  it  may  well  be  ques- 
tioned whether  any  ad  valorem  duties  can  be  col- 
lected after  the  30th  of  June.  The  language  of  the 
law  seems  explicit.  It  is  that,  “from  and  after  the 
day  last  aforesaid,”  (June  30th,  1842),  “the  duties 
required  to  be  paid  by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  assessed  upon  the  value  thereof  at 
the  port  where  the  same  shall  be  entered,  under 
such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.”  And 
it  is  further  declared,  that  so  much  of  any  other  act 
as  is  inconsistent  with  that  act  shall  be  and  is  re- 
pealed. 

The  assessment  of  duties,  after  the  day  limited, 
on  the  basis  of  the  foreign  cost  or  value,  is  in- 
consistent with  the  act;  and  the  law  authorising  it 
must  therefore,  as  it  would  seem,  be  considered  as 
repealed. 

The  act  of  1833,  as  must  be  obvious  to  all  con- 
templates no  other  than  ad  valorem  duties  after  June, 
1842;  for  although,  in  a given  case,  a specific  duty 
may  not  amount  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  ar- 
ticle, yet  that  fact  cannot  be  ascertained  without  re- 
ferring to  price  or  value — things  constantly  fluctuat- 
ing— and  much  uncertainty,  and  perhaps  confusion, 
would  arise,  as  changes  in  the  market  price  of  arti- 
cles might  carry  the  duty  beyond  the  limit  at  one  pe- 
riod, though  within  it  at  another. 

Indeed,  there  can  be  little  room  for  doubt  that  it 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  congress,  at  the  passing 
of  the  act,  that  no  duties  on  imports  should  exist  in 
the  country  after  June,  1842,  but  ad  valorem  duties. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  this  was  a very  important 
change  in  the  whole  system  of  imports  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,  since  it  has  heretofore  been  regarded  as 
the  dictate  of  high  prudence  and  the  teaching  of 
long  experience,  that,  for  the  prevention  of  frauds 
and  the  security  of  the  revenue,  duties  ought,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  he  made  not  ad  valorem,  but 
specific. 

Of  the  essential  or  peremptory  provisions  of  the. 
act,  there  are  two,  which,  it  is  not  to  be  disguised, 
were  intended  to  stand  towards  each  other  in  the  re- 
lation of  equivalents  or  mutual  considerations.  These 
are  the  reductions  of  all  duties  to  twenty  percent,  ad 
valorem,  and  the  assessment  of  those  duties  upon  a 
home  \aluation.  It  is  impossible  to  read  the  act  it- 
self, and  still  more  impossible  to  advert  to  the  histo- 
ry of  the  times,  without  arriving  at  the  most  perfect 
conviction  that  the  home  valuation  was  resorted  tol 
for  the.  purpose  of  guarding  the  revenue  against  fraud, I 
and  protecting  American  manufactures  against  underl 
valuations.  There  could  be  no  other  possible  objectl 
in  this  provision.  It  is  a part  of  the  act,  therefore, I 
connected  with  another  part,  and  inserted  for  the  pur-1 
pose  of  qualifying  essentially  the  operation  of  that! 
other  part. 

But  it  is  highly  proper  to  lookatthecircumstancesl 
which  led  lo  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1833,  and  tol 
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regard  the  motives  in  which  it  appears  to  have  had 
its  origin.  It  was  the  result  of  a spirit  of  compro- 
mise and  conciliation,  at  a time  when  considerable 
agitation  existed  and  much  diversity  of  opinion  pre- 
vailed. If  events  shall  appear  to  make  it,  necessary 
to  reconsider  or  readjust  the  provisions  of  that  law, 
all  proceedings  towards  that  end  should  be  conduct- 
ed under  the  influence  of  the  same  spirit.  The  un- 
dersigned is  most  deeply  impressed  with  the  force  of 
these  convictions,  while  offering  suggestions  to  con- 
gress on  the  subject.  He  is  constrained  to  admit 
that  it  has  appeared  to  him  that  the  interest  of  the 
country  required  some  modification  of  the  act  of 
1833.  In  support  of  this  opinion  he  would  first  men- 
tion the  great,  if  not  insurmountable  difficulties  of 
establishing  a home  valuation  at  our  various  ports, 
without  incurring  the  risk  of  producing  such  diver- 
sity in  the  estimates  of  value  as  should  not  only  lead 
to  great  practical  inconvenience,  but  interfere  also, 

ill  effect,  with  the  constitutional  provision  that  duties 

on  imports  shall  he  equal  in  all  the  states.  If  such 
should  be  the  opinion  of  congress,  then  it  is  clear  that 
some  equivalent  is  to  be  provided  for  the  home  va- 
luation, or  else  the  whole  basis  upon  which  the  act 
was  expected  to  rest,  as  a measure  of  compromise 
and  adjustment,  is  taken  away  or  displaced.  There 
ceases,  in  that  event,  to  be  the  mutuality  or  compro- 
mise of  interests  evidently  intended  to  be  produced 
by  placing  home  valuation  as  an  equivalent  against  a 
reduction  of  ad  valorem  duties.  It  remains  for  the 
wisdom  of  congress  to  determine  whether  such  equi- 
valent can  be  found. 

But,  in  the  second  place,  if  congress  should  be  of 
opinion  either  that  home  valuation  is  practicable,  or 
that  some  equivalent  and  proper  substitute  may  be 
found  for  it,  the  undersigned  will  not  disguise  his 
opinion  that  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  wise,  by  any 
portion  of  the  country,  as  a permanent  system  of  po- 
licy, to  augment  the  amount  of  revenue,  when  fur- 
ther exigencies  may  require  such  augmentation,  by 
raising  duties  on  all  articles,  including  those  of  abso- 
lute necessity,  to  the  full  extent  of  twenty  per  cent, 
and  preserving  that  limit,  at  the  same  time,  as  a fix- 
ed barrier  against  higher  duties  on  any  article  what- 
ever, even  those  of  mere  luxury.  Such  a plan  of 
revenue,  if  to  be  regarded  as  a settled  system,  appears 
to  the  undersigned  to  be  unnatural  and  inconvenient, 
and  such  as  is  not  likely  to  promote  the  best  interests 
of  the  country. 

The  probable  effect  of  the  future  operation  of  the 
act  of  1833  upon  the  manufactures  and  mechanical 
trades  of  the  country,  particularly  if  no  home  valu- 
ation be  established,  and  no  equivalent  for  such  home 
valuation  found,  gives  rise  to  inquiry  too  important  to 
be  overlooked. 

It  is  fully  acknowledged  tb  it  all  duties  should  be 
laid  with  primary  reference  to  revenue;  and  it  is  ad- 
mitted, without  hesitation  or  reserve,  that  no  more 
money  should  be  raised,  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever, "than  such  an  amount  as  is  necessary  for  an 
economical  administration  of  the  government.  But 
within  these  limits,  and  as  incidental  to  the  raising 
of  such  revenue  as  may  be.  absolutely  necessary,  it 
is  believed  that  discrimination  may  be  made,  and  du- 
ties imposed  in  such  manner  as  that,  while  no  part  of 
the  country  will  suffer  loss  or  inconvenience,  a most 
beneficial  degree  of  protection  will  be  extended  to  the 
labor  and  industry  of  large  masses  of  the  people,  while 
the  whole  country  will  be  rendered  more  prosperous 
in  peace,  and  infinitely  stronger  and  better  prepared 
if  foreign  war  should  come  upon  us.  The  principle 
of  discrimination  has  obtained  from  the  period  of  the 
foundation  of  the  government.  In  many  cases  it 
may  be  found  to  be  indispensable  to  the  interests  of 
the  revenue  itself;  and  if,  in  fixing  a system  of  duties, 
it  consists  with  the  best  interests  and  true  policy  of 
the  country  so  to  apportion  them  among  the  various 
species  of  imports  as  to  favor  our  own  manufactures 
at  the  same  time  that  the  revenue  itself  is  benefited, 
and  no  injustice  done  to  any,  it  would  seem  proper 
and  wise  to  reject  arbitrary  limits  and  the  idea  of  a 
forced  and  unnatural  uniformity. 

The  undersigned  feels  no  difficulty  in  admitting 
that  a duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  assessed 
upon  the  value  of  imported  articles  in  our  own  ports, 
would  in  many  instances  be  a rate  sufficiently  high 
for  the -benefit  of  the  revenue,  and  also  afford  reason- 
able encouragement  to  home  producers  of  the  same 
articles.  As  to  those,  therefore,  the  object  of  the 
act  of  1833  will  be  accomplished,  if  its  provision  for 
homo  valuation  he  carried  out  by  congress.  But  he 
still  supposes  that  there  arc  several  descriptions  of 
imported  manufactures  and  produce,  which  would 
well  bear  a higher  duty  than  twenty  per  cent,  upon 
the  home  value,  and  thus  yield  a greater  revenue  to 
the  government,  while,  in  regard  to  some  of  them,  it 
will  be  found  that,  without  such  increased  duty,  the 
labor  of  large  classes,  engaged  in  producing  similar 
articles,  will  be  greatly  depressed,  if  not  entirely  sup- 
planted. 


It  is  unquestionably  true,  and  well  worthy  of  re-  | 
mark,  that  the  act  of  1833  was  avowedly  conserva- 
tive in  its  objects  and  character;  and,  while  it  was 
designed  to  remove  what  was  esteemed  a grievance 
by  one  part  of  the  country,  it  was  not  intended  that 
the  interests  of  any  other  should  be  sacrificed  by  it. 
On  the  contrary,  a reasonable  security  was  intended 
for  all.  Its  true  spirit,  therefore,  will  be  but  carried 
out  by  acting,  under  any  new  state  of  circumstances, 
with  reference  to  the  same  great  objects,  and  doing 
justice  alike  to  all.  The  great  principle  of  that  act 
was  moderation  and  conciliation,  and  t h is  should  ne- 
ver he  lost  sight  of.  But  the  measures  proper  and 
necessary  to  carry  out  that  principle  may  be  changed, 
if  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  country  call  for 
such  change,  without  any  departure  from  the  princi- 
ple itself. 

Nothing  is  more  established  by  our  experience,  and 
the  experience  of  other  nations,  than  that  the  aug- 
mentation of  duties  does  not  augment,  in  an  equal  de- 
gree, the  cost  of  the  article  to  the  consumer.  In 
many  cases  it  appears  not  to  increase  that  cost  at  all. 
Very  often  the  price  to  the  consumer  is  kept  down, 
notwithstanding  an  increase  of  duties,  partly  by  the 
greater  supply  of  the  home  production,  and  partly  by 
the  reduction  of  the  price  in  the  foreign  market.  It 
is  believed,  indeed,  that  there  have  been  cases  in 
which  the  joint  operation  of  the  two  causes  has  occa- 
sioned prices  to  fall  lower  than  they  were  before  the 
increase  of  duties  was  laid. 

This  result  in  the  operation  of  trade  and  business 
might  readily  be  traced  to  its  causes;  but  a full  expo- 
sition of  those  causes,  and  the  modes  of  their  opera- 
tion, would  too  much  swell  this  report.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that,  when  an  additional  duty  is  laid  on  an  article 
in  a country  in  which  that  article  is  extensively  con- 
sumed, the  burden  always  falls  in  part,  and  some- 
times, as  experience  has  shown,  altogether,  upon  the 
foreign  producer.  The  foreign  producer  must  sell; 
and  if,  in  the  place  of  sale,  he  finds  an  article  produ- 
ced on  the  spot  which  comes  into  advantageous  com- 
petition with  his  own  by  reason  of  paying  no  duties, 
lie  still  must  sell,  and,  for  the  sake  of  being  able  to  do 
it,  he  must  be  content  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  du- 
ties himself.  The  duty  borne  by  the  foreign  produc- 
er in  such  cases  is  iike  the  charge  for  transportation 
—it  is  something,  which  is  necessary  to  bring  him  into 
the  market  of  competition.  Analogous  instances  oc- 
cur in  domestic  trade.  The  wheat  grower  of  Indi- 
ana, who  incurs  heavy  expenses  in  conveying  his 
flour  to  an  Atlantic  port,  expects  no  higher  price  for 
it  when  it  arrives  there  than  is  paid  for  flour  of  the 
same  quality  to  producers  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood. The  cost  of  transportation,  therefore,  does 
not  operate  so  much  to  raise  the  price  at  the  place  of 
sale  as  to  diminish  it  at  the  place  of  production. — 
Now,  the  great  law  which  regulates  prices,  by  de- 
mand and  supply,  is  sternly  observed  in  cases  of  fo- 
reign importation,  as  in  this  instance  of  domestic 
trade.  The  undersigned  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that 
vastly  the  greater  proportion  of  the  agricultural  po- 
pulation of  the  United  States  is  obliged  to  rely  main- 
ly upon  the  home  market  for  a sale  of  its  products, 
although  a large  part,  of  those  products  (wheat,  for 
instance)  is  such  as  often  enters  extensively  into  the 
consumption  of  the  world.  The  quantity  of  flour  and 
Indian  corn  exported  from  this  country  is  altogether 
inconsiderable,  in  comparison  with  the  quantity  con- 
sumed in  the  large  cities  and  manufacturing  towns, 
which  have  either  entirely  grown  up  or  added  large- 
ly to  their  population  under  the  influence  of  laws  of 
congress,  passed  since  the  end  of  the  last  war,  upon 
domestic  labor  and  industry.  The  immense  inter- 
change of  products,  all  being  the  result  of  labor, 
which  now  takes  place  between  the  producers  of  sub- 
sistence and  the  population  above  mentioned,  shows 
the  advantage  which  one  class  is  to  the  other,  and  the 
essential  importance  to  both  of  preserving  their  ex- 
isting relations.  If  the  consumption  of  flour  and 
grain  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  especially  the 
north  and  east,  decline,  to  that  extent  there  is  an  ab- 
solute loss  to  the  wheat  and  corn  grower,  since  the 
quantity  consumed  by  them  will  find  a market  no- 
where else.  To  say  nothing,  in  this  connexion,  of 
the  incalculable  importance  of  a home  market  to  the 
producer  of  the  great  article  of  cotton,  and  limiting 
his  remarks  to  the  grain  growers  alone,  the  under- 
signed cannot  but  persuade  himself  that  all  will  see 
and  acknowledge  the  great  value  to  that  class  of  pro- 
ducers of  the  northern  and  eastern  market — the  only 
considerable  market,  indeed,  which  is  permanently 
open  to  them  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

So  long  as  the  policy  of  other  countries  shall  con- 
tinue to  exclude  the  products  of  our  agriculture  from 
their  ports,  and  thus  deny  to  us  the  advantage  of  a 
fair  reciprocity  in  trade,  it  would  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly the  dictate  of  policy  and  of  justice  to  our  people 
to  secure  to  them,  as  far  as  may  be  reasonably  and 
properly  done,  a market  of  consumption  for  their 
produce  in  their  own  country. 


The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that  the  condition  of 
the  treasury  and  of  the  country  demands  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  revenue.  It  cannot  hut  be  the  true  po- 
licy of  government  to  extinguisii  the  amount  of  debt 
now  existing  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  to  avoid  in- 
creasing it.  The  creation  of  debt,  by  loans  and  other 
resorts,  for  revenue  to  supply  deficiencies  of  regular 
income,  cannot  but  be  regarded,  in  a time  of  peace, 
as  injudicious  and  objectionable.  The  general  credit 
of  the  government,  always  good,  has  been  greatly 
raised,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  the  fact  that  it 
has  fully  paid  off  and  discharged  the  debt  created  by 
the  revolution  and  by  a subsequent  war  with  Eng- 
land, and  wars  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  preser- 
vation of  this  high  credit  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
It  must  be  the  necessary  reliance  of  the  government, 
if,  in  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  sudden  war 
| should  come  upon  us,  requiring  large  and  immediate 
expenditures.  Exact  punctuality  in  the  payment  of 
interest,  while  the  debt  shall  conlinue,  and  its  pay- 
ment so  soon  as  the  time  of  payment  arrives,  as  well 
as  the  known  ability  and  honor  of  the  government, 
are  the  means  of  inspiring  that  general  confidence 
which  shall  at  all  times  enable  it  to  use  its  credit  to 
the  greatest  advantage. 

The  estimated  expenditures  of  the  government  for 
the  coining  year  will  exceed  its  probable  income  by 
$14,21S,570  68.  Should  congress  authorise  a reissue, 
of  treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000,  and 
the  balance  of  the  loan  be  disposed  of,  there  will  re- 
main a deficit  of  $2,718,570,  for  which  provision  must 
be  made  by  law.  But  it  is  not  supposed  that  congress 
will  deem  it  advisable  to  restrict  the  income  of  the 
government  to  the  precise  amount  of  its  expenditures. 
There  ought  to  be  a surplus  of  at  least  two  millions, 
to  meet  unforeseen  emergencies  in  the  public  ser- 
vice; and,  should  even  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  be  withdrawn  from  the  states,  a re- 
ference to  the  receipts  from  that  source  in  the  last 
and  present  years  will  show  that  a deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government,  must 
still  remain. 

The  state  of  the  national  affairs,  the  disposition  of 
the  government,  in  which,  it  is  believed,  the  people 
fully  participate,  to  put  the  country  into  a respectable 
state  of  defence,  and  especially  to  support  and 
strengthen  the  military  marine,  all  appear  to  suggest 
the  propriety  of  such  increase  of  duties  on  articles 
carefully  selected  as,  while  the  amount  shall  not  bear 
hard  on  individuals,  by  limiting  their  customary  en- 
joyments, nor  oppress  nor  derange  the  general  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  shall  yet  supply  the  treasury,  not 
extravagantly  or  excessively,  but  yet  reasonably  and 
justly  for  all  the  great  purposes  of  national  defence. 
Economy,  that  great  public  virtue,  which  is  so  essen- 
tially proper  to  be  practised  by  republican  govern- 
ments, would  be  but  half  exercised  if,  while  on  the 
one  hand  it  avoids  all  unnecessary  expenditure,  it 
does  not  on  the  other  make  a reasonable  and  judici- 
ous provision  for  such  expenditures  as  are  unavoida- 
ble. All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  FORWARD, 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  J.  White,  speaker  house  of  representatives. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 
SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

December  20.  The  president  announced  that  the 
select  committee  on  printing  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Mangum  Merrick  and  Young. 

Mr.  Mangum  respectfully  asked  to  be  excused  from 
serving  upon  the  committee,  but  subsequently  with- 
drew his  request. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from  a large 
number  of  merchants  of  the  state  of  N.  York,  pray- 
ing for  certain  amendments  to  the  bankrupt  law, 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  memorial  of  the  cham- 
ber of  commerce  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  adverse 
to  the  general  bankrupt  law;  also,  a memorial  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  of  Charleston,  relative  to  steam 
vessels  of  war;  also,  a memorial  asking  for  a post 
route  from  Charleston  to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  several  important 
alterations  in  the  bankrupt  law;  and  requesting  a re- 
peal of  the  act  if  the  amendments  shall  not  be  made. 
He  said  that  he  was  extremely  happy  to  find  that  this 
inestimable  class  of  individuals  had  at  length  found 
it  to  be  proper  to  have  a bankrupt  law  applicable  to 
banking  institutions. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  chain 
ber  cf  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a light  on  the  break-water  in  the  Dela- 
i ware. 
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Mr.  Barrow  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Louisiana,  with  regard  to  increasing  the  sa- 
lary of  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district,  court 
of  that  state;  also,  in  relation  to  the  military  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  and  the  propriety  of  the  general 
government  sending  a steam  ship  into  the  Gulf  of 
MAico,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commerce 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  King  presented  a memorial  from  the  citizens 
of  Alabama,  designating  the  Fails  of  Tallapoosa  as 
the  most  eligible  site  for  the  proposed  armory  on  the 
western  and  southwestern  waters. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Wright  and  others,  of  Spring  Garden,  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  may 
be  so  altered  as  to  entitle  all  men  to  liberty  and  hap- 
piness. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  King  the  petition  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Woodbury  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions of  a meeting  held  at  Halifax  Court-house,  Va. 
expressing  disapprobation  of  the  late  extra  session  of 
congress,  and  a strong  doubt  whether  the  measures 
then  passed  furnished  the  relief  which  was  intended; 
and  asking  for  the  re-enactment  of  the  sub-treasury 
law  and  a repeal  of  the  distribution  act. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented. 

Mr.  jMouton  said  that,  at  the  extra  session,  the  me- 
morial of  Monsieur  Gonon,  relative  to  the  system  of 
telegraphing,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  mili- 
tary affairs.  As  the  subject  was  one  of  vast  import- 
ance to  I he  country,  he  would  suggest  that  the  com- 
mittee again  take  up  the  subject;  and  he  expressed 
a hope  that  it  would  be  found  worthy  their  earliest 
attention. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  submitted  a resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  instructing  the  committee  on  finance  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  expenses  arising  out  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Miami  Indians. 

Mr.  Wright  introduced  a bill  to  amend  and  conti- 
nue in  force  an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Washington.  He  said  that  he  presented 
this  bill  at  the  solicitation  of  gentlemen  who  consti- 
tuted a committee  on  the  part  of  a number  of  the  ci- 
tizens, and  lie  was  directed  by  these  gentlemen  to  ask 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed, without  amendment,  the  house  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  defraying,  in  part,  the  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1842,  and  asked  the  senate 
to  consider  it  at  this  time. 

Mr.  King  inquired,  whether  he  understood  the  se- 
nator as  saying  that  he  had  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment5  If  so,  he  objected  to  its  consideration, 
because  he  could  see  no  propriety  in  paying  them- 
selves while  others  were  neglected,  lie  observed 
that  they  all  knew  it  would  be  much  surer  to  amend 
this  bill  and  pass  it  through,  than  to  get  a second  bill 
passed.  He  knew  that  the  task  of  preparing  amend- 
ments to  this  bill  would  be  laborious,  but  he  l'eit  hint- 
self  bound  to  undertake  it.  He,  however,  believed 
that  no  good  could  result,  unless  by  an  amendment  to 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  that  attempts  to  have  appropri- 
ations made  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  se- 
nator from  Alabama,  had  often  been  made,  but  al- 
ways failed.  He  apprehended  that  the  views  of  both 
the  senators  could  be  accomplished,  and  that  congress 
could  now  make  appropriation  for  what  was  actually 
due;  and  before  more  became  due,  they  could  make 
another  appropriation. 

Mr.  Tapp  an  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  postponed 
so  as  to  enable  the  senator  from  Alabama  to  prepare 
his  amendment;  and,  with  that  view,  lie  would  move 
that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  but  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  following  bills  were  reported  back  to  the  se- 
nate from  the  committees  to  which  they  had  been  se- 
verally referred: 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  reported  a bill  to  establish  an  additional 
land  district  in  the  state  of  Alabama;  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  rail  road  company; 
and  a bill  to  authorise  the  state  of  Louisiana  to  sell 
the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  school  purposes. 

Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  allowing  drawbacks  on  goods  export- 
ed in  original  packages  from  the  United  States  to 
Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fc. 

Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  on  pensions,  re- 
ported a bill  to  provide  for  certain  Cherokee  Indian 
pensioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  the  senate  then  went 
into  an  executive  session  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 


December  21.  Mr.  Morehead,  of  Kentucky,  ap- 
peared in  his  seal. 

Sundry  petitions  respecting  slavery  were  present- 
ed, and  on  motions  to  receive  them  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J.inn,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  introduced  a bill 
to  repeal  the  act  to  distribute  the  proceeds  ol  the 
public  lands  among  the  states,  and  to  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  and  to  appropriate  the  revenue  from  that 
source  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  was  not 
certain  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  as  that  committee  were  adverse  to  the 
project;  he  would  prefer  its  being  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  that  at  the  last  session 
tiie  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman;  lie  had  reported  the  hill, 
and  it  had  become  a law.  Should  the  bill  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  lie  would 
do  his  duty,  but  his  mind  must  undergo  a radical 
change,  which  he  did  not  anticipate,  or  he  should  re- 
commend that  the  bill  be  reported  back  to  the  senate 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.  The 
distribution  law  bad  not  yet  taken  etfect,  and  he  fell, 
willing  to  see  its  operation  before  be  acted  on  the 
question  of  repeal.  He  spoke  for  himself,  and  not 
lor  the  other  members  of  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Linn  liien  moved  its  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  the  law  of  parliament  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  no  committee  should  have  charge 
of  a subject,  who  were  opposed  to  the  measure  to  he 
considered,  it  had  been  deemed  even  as  in  violation 
of  the  law  to  appoint  one  member  upon  a committee 
who  was  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  whole  measure. 
Mr.  C.  therefore  suggested  that  the  bill  should  be" 
referred  to  a special  committee  of  five  or  seven;  lie 
should  prefer  seven.  There  was,  he  said,  no  more 
reason  for  referring  the  bill  to  (he  committee  on  mi- 
litary affairs  than  to  the  committee  on  finance,  lie 
would  make  the  motion  himself,  but  that  lie  prefer- 
red that  the  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Linn)  should 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Linn  said  that  lie  had  much  to  do  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  his  own  constituents;  but  if  the 
senator  thought  proper  to  refer  it  to  a select  com- 
mittee he  should  not  object.  By  taking  from  the 
treasury  the  means  which  the  distribution  bill  placed 
there,  we  afforded  but  lillle  means  of  relief  to  the 
states  themselves. 

Mr.  L.  hoped  the  senate  would  take  the  subject  up, 
and  reconsider  it.  He  wanted  a cool,  deliberate  in- 
vestigation of  this  subject,  and  other  great  and  lead- 
ing subjects  connected  with  it.  The  nation  demand- 
ed this  at  our  hands.  Mr.  L.  said  further,  in  regard 
to  war,  that  he  thought  there,  was  great  and  serious 
danger  of  its  coming  upon  us,  and  he  begged  that  the 
country  would  prepare  herself  to  meet  the  danger, 
come  when  it  might. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  that  from  the  tone  of  the  public 
press  every  where,  there  was  a demand  that  the 
country  should  be  placed  in  a condition  of  defence. 
He  had  heard  it  stated  by  gentlemen  of  great  expe- 
rience in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  country, 
that  the  country  was  not  now  in  as  good  a condition 
as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  go  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Men  hoped  that,  the  senate  would  not  act  upon 
this  matter  before  acting  upon  a matter  of  prior 
consideration — the  apportionment  of  representatives 
among  the  people.  Many  of  the  state  legislatures 
were  now  in  session,  and  unless  congress  acted  on  it 
speedily  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  convene 
an  extra  session  of  the  state  legislatures  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  upon  the  apportionment  of  congress. 
He  hoped  congress  would  act  upon  this  subject  now, 
and  the  distribution  question  afterwards. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  again  that  it  would  be  referred 
to  a select  committee.  The  military  committee  re- 
presented one  branch  of  the  defences  of  the  country; 
the  naval  committee  another  branch,  and  the  bill  be- 
fore the  senate  embraced  objects  beyond  the  province 
of  either  of  those  committees.  It  involved  questions 
of  finance,  calculation,  &.c.  lie  would  suggest  that 
the  committee  be  composed  of  one  member  of  the 
committee  of  military  affairs,  one  from  the  commit- 
tee on  naval  affairs,  one  from  the  committee  of  finance, 
and  the  majority  favorable  to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  O.  also  said  that  he  felt  a deep  solicitude  upon 
this  subject.  The  state  he  represented  had  made  a 
unanimous  movement  upon  this  subject.  They  had 
pronounced  the  bill  unconstitutional,  and  had  refus- 
ed by  a large  vote  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature to  receive  the  quota  apportioned  to  South  Ca- 
rolina. The  senate,  by  as  large  a vote,  would  second 
the  action  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature. 
For  these  reasons  he  felt  a deep  solicitude  in  the 
question. 


Mr.  Preston  said  he  was  utterly  averse  to  the.  re- 
ference of  this  subject  to  the  committee  on  military 
alfairs.  It  was  not  germain  to  that  committee.  He 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  senate  should  not  act 
upon  the  bill  without  any  reference.  In  regard  to 
what  hud  been  said  by  the  senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  Pierce),  he  was  ready  to  second  any  ef- 
forts which  c.'idd  he  carried  into  effect.  We  should 
remember,  however,  in  our  wish  to  gain  physically 
more  strength  than  we  have,  that  we  do  not  destroy 
that  vigor  necessary  t > sustain  the  internal  strength 
of  the  country.  Our  treasury  presented  a most  ex- 
traordinary condition,  and  by  the  report  before  us,  it 
might  be  seen  that  the  deficit  of  the  coming  year 
would  be  fourteen  millions,  and  that  we  should  want 
more  than  we  could  get  from  commerce,  from  the 
public  domain,  and  from  all  the  sources  of  revenue 
in  our  reach.  W ith  all  this,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  borrow.  In  regard  to  the  principle  of  distribution, 
he  legaraeU  ii  as  uuv.isc.  unconstitutional  he  did 
not.  believe  if,  but,  being  unwise,  lie  agreed  with  his 
friend  from  Missouri,  that  the  senate  should  retrace 
its  steps  as  soon  as  it  could. 

Mr.  Buchanan  advocated  a reference  to  a select 
committee,  hut  regarded  it  as  a little  matter  to  wliat 
committee  it  was  referred;  for,  go  where  it  would, 
unless  senators  materially  changed  their  minds,  it. 
went  to  its  death.  Like  the  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  he  too  had  been  shock- 
ed at  the  condition  of  the  treasury  as  shown  in  the. 
report,  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  We  found 
ourselves  fourteen  millions  minus  our  wants;  and  yet 
in  this  condition  of  the  treasury  it  was  proposed  to 
give  the  states  the  miserable  pittance  which  they 
would  receive  under  the  distribution  bill.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  agreed  with  tiic  senator  from  South  Carolina 
in  another  thing  also;  and  that  was,  that  the  finances 
of  the  country  should  be  in  a good  condition  before 
there  could  be  a vigorous  prosecution  of  a war  with 
any  power.  The  finances  of  the  country  should  be 
in  a healthy  state,  if  we  would  have  the  country  in  a 
good  oondition  in  the  way  of  preparation  for  war. 
Economy  was  necessary;  and,  he  was  surprised  to 
see  the  postmaster  general  proposing  a debt  of  eight 
millions  to  bring  the  rail  road  companies  to  terms. 
The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  proposed 
also  to  increase  our  navy  to  half  the  size  of  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  when,  as  was  well  known,  the  expense  in 
our  service  for  every  man  and.  every  gun  was  two- 
fold what  it  was  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Linn  withdrew  Ills  motion  to  refer  to  t lie  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs,  and  moved  its  reference  to 
a select,  committee. 

Mr.  King  expressed  himself  gratified  at  hearing 
what  had  been  said  by  the  senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na (Mr.  Preston)  in  regard  to- the  distribution  bill. 
He  took  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  little  state  from 
which  he  came  would  not  acccept  this  bounty  from 
the  general  government.  They  believed  it  belonged 
to  the  general  government;  was  necessary  for  its  de- 
fences; would  save  us  from  a High  tariff,  and  there- 
fore should  not  be  received.  He  hoped  the  senator 
would  carry  out  the  views  of  the  people,  and  repudi- 
ate the  bill  which  they  had  repudiated.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  senators  who  voted  for  this  bill,  voted 
l'or  it  honestly,  and  in  the  belief  that  it  would  mate- 
rially relieve  the  stales.  In  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  defences  of  the  country,  he  would  not  consent 
to  vote  for  stinted  appropriations  because  the  finances 
were  embarrassed.  In  the  present  aspect  of  affairs, 
when  the  nation  was  threatened,  he  was  for  making 
liberal  appropriations  for  the  common  defence.  By 
neglecting  them,  when  the  danger  came,  more  might 
be  lost  in  a single  night  than  the  expenditure  of  years. 

Mr.  Mangum  denied  that  it  was  parliamentary  to 
refer  a question  like  this  to  a committee  the  majority 
ol'  whom  were  favorable  to  the  proposition.  The 
question  presented  was  the  naked  one  of  repeal. 
There  was  no  question  for  any  reference;  or,  if  any 
one  was  required,  it  was  proper  that  the  bill  should 
go  to  the  committee  on  public  lands.  In  regard  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  senator  from  Alabama,  he 
denied  that  the  public  mind  had  been  expressed  ad- 
versely to  this  object.  He  stood  here  for  one,  in  fet- 
ters, as  it  were,  upon  this  subject.  Mr.  Mangum  also 
expressed  himself  strongly  upon  the  subject  of  war, 
which  had  been  irrelevantly  alluded  to  by  many  se- 
nators. He  believed  there  was  no  danger  of  war, 
and  it  was  only  the  visionary  ideas  of  glory  which 
prompted  men  to  talk  of  this  subject  as  they  did. 
Men  who  desired  to  gain  eclat  by  their  reports,  who 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  great  matter  of  war, 
were  exciting  the  public  mind  by  these  inflammatory 
appeals. 

Mr.  Barron:  advocated  a reference  to  the  select 
committee,  and  the  formation  of  such  a committee  as 
would  give  those  who  called  themselves  democrats 
the  majority.  Me  should  vote  against  repeal,  and  he 
wanted  no  better  argument  to  sustain  his  own  side  of 
the  question  than  just  such  an  argument  as  would  be 
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found  in  a report  of  the  opponents  of  the  distribution 
principle.  He  would  give  the  democratic  party  the 
committee,  and  the  power  to  make  their  report. 

Mr.  Rives  thought  there  was  no  sort  of  propriety  in 
referring  the  bill  at  all,  and  could  find  nothing  in  the 
parliamentary  manual  which  required  a reference. 
The  rule,  according  to  Jefferson’s  manual,  would  re- 
quire that  the  select  committee  should  be  composed 
of  a majority  of  the  friends  of  distribution.  If  the 
rule  was  regarded,  nothing  else  could  be  done.  The 
only  benefit  of  commitment  would  be  to  get  a select 
committee  to  make  a report  fayorable  to  the  question 
of  repeal.  Mr.  R.  denied  also  the  truth  of  the  re- 
mark laid  down  by  the  senator  from  Alabama,  that 
the  public  judgment  had  been  given  against  this  mea- 
sure. If  that  senator  could  convince  him  that  what 
ho  said  was  true,  he  would  retrace  his  steps.  His 
mind  was  unbiassed  upon  this  matter,  ana  open  to 
conviction.  The  only  position  favorable  to  a fair 
and  candid  discussion  was  to  discuss  it  in  committee 
of  the  whole. 

In  regard  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, which  had  been  alluded  to  in  a manner  to  create 
a panic  in  the  public  mind,  he  thought  that  exagge- 
rated notions  had  been  advanced.  This  $14,000,000 
deficiency  grew  out  of  the  issue  of  the  treasury  notes 
authorised  by  the  late  administration,  and  the  inabi- 
bility  of  the  department  to  negotiate  the  loan  autho- 
rised at  the  special  session  of  congress. 

Messrs.  Archer  and  Prentiss,  who  spoke  very  briefly, 
took  the  same  view  of  the  case,  and  opposed  not  only 
the  reference  to  either  of  the  standing  committees, 
but  to  a select  committee,  or  to  any  committee  what- 
ever. 

The  debate  continued  until  half  past  three  o’clock, 
when  the  question  recurring  upon  reference  to  a se- 
lect committee,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoherts,  Mnuton, 
Pierce,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  White,  Woodbridge — 24. 

Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  increasing  the  pay  of  officers  of  reve- 
nue cutters,  when  employed  in  the  nayy,  with  certain 
amendments. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  the  com- 
munication from  the  treasury  department,  giving  in 
detail  the  plan  of  a fiscal  agent;  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Preston,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  22.  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Mississippi,  ap- 
peared in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Barroiv  presented  the  memorial  of  the  New 
Orleans  insurance  company,  representing  that  they 
are  the  insurers  of  a number  of  slaves,  the  property 
of  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  were  rescued 
from  the  wreck  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were 
shipped,  taken  to  a British  port,  and  there  set  at  li- 
berty by  the  authorities  of  the  place,  whereby  they 
were  compelled  to  pay  the  amount  of  their  policy;  and 
praying  that  measures  may  he  taken  to  obtain  re- 
dress. 

Mr.  Barrow  said  that  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
question  presented  was  a most  important  one.  The 
British  government  claimed  a power  which  we  at 
the  south  deny  that  our  own  government  possesses. 
They  claim  the  right  to  search  our  own  vessels,  to 
take  from  them  our  own  property,  and  to  dispose  of 
it  as  they  see  fit.  It  was  time  this  question  was  met 
and  contested  by  this  government,  so  that  we  might 
know  what  we  had  to  expect.  Mr.  B.  moved  its  re- 
ference to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Calhoun  seconded  the  motion.  The  case  was 
that  of  the  Creole,  he  believed. 

Mr.  Barrow.  No;  of  the  Formosa,  which  occurred 
eight  months  since,  the  property  being  that  of  a gen- 
tleman removing  from  Virginia  to  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  It  involves  the  same  principle.  It 
would  be  remembered  that  some  years  since  he  pre- 
sented resolutions  to  this  body,  which,  after  due  con- 
sideration, were  unanimously  adopted.  Those  reso- 
lutions expressed  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  nnd  he 
would  not  pursue  the  subject  at  this  time.  Before 
the  session  closed  the  case  of  the  Creole  would,  no 
doubt,  come  up,  and  the  whole  principle  be  again 
laid  before  congress.  He  trusted  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  would  give  the  subject  an  early  and 
careful  consideration,  so  that  we  might  know  where 
we  stood  upon  this  momentous  subject. 

Mr.  King  said  the  subject  had  before  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  senate  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  Step  by  step 
since  then  the  thing  had  gone  on,  until  recently,  as 
seen  by  the  newspapers,  slaves  in  a state  of  mutiny 


had  been  set  free.  The  subject,  he  hoped,  would  be 
entered  upon  by  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
the  correspondence  called  for  by  that  committee, 
and  every  thing  relating  to  this  great  and  paramount 
question  laid  before  the  senate  and  the  country. — 
The  memorial  presented  a state  of  facts  to  the  senate 
which  ought  to  excite  alarm,  and  which  called  for 
such  action  on  the  part  of  congress  as  would  place 
the  country  in  a proper  condition  of  defence. 

Mr.  Preston  said  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  was  accidently  absent.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  he  should  speak  the  sentiments  of  that 
committee,  for  the  chairman,  and  as  a member  of 
that  committee.  The  subject  had  been  long  before 
the  government.  The  course  which  this  government 
had  adopted,  and  which  the  British  government  had 
adopted  also,  required  some  new  action  in  the  way 
of  diplomacy.  He  did  not  believe  the  case  presented 
to  the  senate  could  be  a serious  cause  of  collision  be- 
tween the  two  governments;  and  for  this  obvious  rea- 
son, that  the  ground  which  the  British  government 
had  taken  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. The  opinion  of  a former  ministry  he  believed 
would  he  reversed  by  the  present  ministry,  who  were 
known  to  be  liberal  and  enlightened.  He  cherished 
an  earnest  desire  to  continue  the  amicable  relations 
between  the  two  governments,  and  did  not  believe 
that  the  case  would  necessarily  create  a state  of  col- 
lision between  the  two  governments.  When  the 
case  was  properly  presented  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, he  believed  they  would  act  in  a spirit  of  jus- 
tice, and  in  respect  for  the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  should  not  say  much  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  not  regarding  an  incidental  question 
like  the  one  of  reference  the  proper  occasion  for 
such  remarks.  He  considered  that  the  present  rela- 
tions between  this  government  and  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  as  precarious,  and  made  so  by  the 
action  of  the  British  government  in  reference  to  the 
recent  acts  of  that  government  in  a case  of  an  insur- 
rectionary movement.  These  cases,  that  of  the  Ca- 
roline, and  that  involving  the  right  of  search  of  our 
vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  all  admonished  us  to 
be  prepared  for  any  emergency  that  might  happen. 
In  regard  to  the  memorial  presented,  he  thought  that 
no  immediate  action  should  be  expected,  as  a sub- 
sequent case  would  come  up — that  of  the  Creole — 
which  would  throw  open  the  whole  subject  anew, 
and  doubtless  lead  to  new  negotiations  upon  the  me- 
rits of  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  so  much  had  been  said 
of  peace  and  war:  but  as  other  gentlemen  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinions  he  would  express  his.  He  did 
not  believe,  then,  that  there  was  any  immediate  dan- 
ger ot  war.  There  would  he  none  if  the  proper 
grounds  were  taken  by  this  government.  There  were 
strong  peace  parties  in  both  countries,  and  the  in- 
terests of  both  were  for  peace.  If  the  questions  at 
issue  were  properly  met,  there  would  be  no  danger. 
He  had  heard  it  stated  that  the  country  was  not  in  so 
good  a condition  for  war  now  as  it  was  in  1812.  He 
believed  nothing  of  this;  but,  if  it  was  true,  what  a 
picture  of  facts  did  it  present  to  this  nation?  We 
must  begin  by  administering  the  government  proper- 
ly at  home.  The  property  of  the  country  must  be 
better  talfep  care  of  than  it  was.  For  twenty  years 
past  the  government  had  been  badly  administered, 
and  mainly  growing  out  of  extravagance  which  ex- 
travagance grew  out  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  which 
made  money  as  plenty  as  dirt. 

He  was  sorry  to  see,  too,  that  the  present  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  had  presented  us  a tariff  re- 
port— a protective  report,  filled  with  all  the  slang 
which  had  been  written  upon  this  subject  for  many 
years  past,  and  ■which  showed  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  be  very  far  behind  the  times.  In  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  C.  expressed  himself  strongly  in  regard  to 
the  Creole  case.  He  considered  the  outrage  as  one 
without  a parallel.  He  believed  when  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  British  government  the  case  would  be 
one  which  would  show  so  great  an  outrage  that  it 
would  he  redressed.  If  it  was  not,  there  was  not  a 
man  who  had  an  American  heart  in  his  bosom,  whose 
hand  would  not  be  raised  against  it. 

Mr.  Barrow  wished  the  case  he  had  presented  to 
be  acted  upon  its  own  merits.  He  wished  the  senate 
to  speak,  and  the  house  of  representatives  also,  that 
the  nation  might  hear,  and  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  know,  what  were  our  opinion  and  our  de- 
termination upon  the  subject.  Great  Britain  hqd  un- 
dertaken to  draw  a distinction  between  property  in 
slaves  and  other  property,  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise. The  south  would  he  the  last  who  would 
submit  to  this  distinction.  Property  at  the  south 
was  not  now  safe.  If  contemptible  British  officers 
were  permitted  to  trample  under  foot  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  this  nation  refused  to  throw  its  broad  man- 
tle over  us,  we  should  be  compelled  to  fit  out  crui- 
sers, and  go  and  destroy  Nassau  and  all  those  ports 
from  which  these  vessels  came.  7'he  case  he  had 


presented  was  not  less  important  than  that  of  the 
Creole,  although  that  involved  a new  principle;  and 
he  hoped  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  would 
express  its  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  that  this  opinion  had  been  "al- 
ready unanimously  expressed  by  the  senate  in  the 
case  of  the  Enterprise;  hut  if  the  senate  wished  a re- 
newed expression  of  opinion,  the  committee  would 
willingly  make  it  by  a new  report. 

The  debate  closed  here,  and  the  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Preston  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution 
to  appoint  a joint  committee  to  superintend  the  plac- 
ing of  the  statue  in  the  rotundo,  and  to  direct  the 
details  of  the  pedestal.  In  presenting  Ibis  resolu- 
tion, he  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  statue  exhibits  it  in  a most  unfavorable, 
and  indeed  painful  point  of  view,  being  directly  un- 
der the  centre  light,  throwing  the  countenance  and 
neck  into  a cross  shadow,  which  is  removed  at  no 
time  of  the  day.  Besides,  the  pedestal  is  so  high 
that  a just  point  of  view  cannot  be  obtained  while  it 
occupies  the  centre.  It  is  known  that  the  artist 
never  intended  it  for  this  central  position,  and  it  is 
due  to  him,  to  the  subject,  and  to  the  public  taste, 
that  every  advantage  of  position  be  given  to  this 
monument  of  national  gratitude  and  national  art. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  any  skill  in  matters  of  taste  or 
the  fine  arts,  and  could  estimate  such  productions 
only  by  the  effect  produced  upon  his  natural  sensi- 
bilities; and,  estimating  this  statue  in  that  way,  he 
would  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that,  having  seen 
most  of  the  standard  works  of  ancient  and  modern 
sculpture,  he  had  hardly  ever  been  impressed  with  a 
deeper  conviction  of  the  power  of  the  art,  or  a 
greater  admiration  of  its  achievements,  than  by  this 
sculpture.  In  short,  (said  Mr.  P.)  I consider  it  as  a 
very  noble  work,  worthy  of  the  national  gratitude, 
which  it  is  intended  to  commemorate,  and  of  the 
illustrious  subject  which  it  represents.  There  is  a 
sublimity  almost  awful  in  the  general  conception, 
and  the  details  are  of  such  high  and  exquisite  finish, 
that  if  any  mutilated  portion  of  this  majestic  statue 
were  exhibited  in  the  workshops  of  Europe,  as  hav- 
ing been  dug  up  in  Italy  or  Greece,  it  would  be  as- 
signed to  the  brightest  names  of  antiquity.  With 
this  opinion  of  the  work,  Mr.  P.  said  he  could  not 
but  be  anxious  that  all  the  accompaniments  and  inci- 
dents should,  as  far  as  possible,  conform  to  and  illus- 
trate it;  and  therefore  he  proposed  the  following  re- 
solution which  was  unanimously  agreed  to: 

“ Resolved,  That  a joint  committee  of  three  members 
to  be  appointed  by  the  senate  and  an  equal  number  by  the 
house,  be  appointed,  to  arrange  the  placing  of  the  statue 
of  Washington  in  the  rotundo,  and  to  direct  the  details 
of  the  pedestal.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  entering  into  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  reciprocal 
in  its  provisions,  for  the  arrest  of  fugitives  escaping;  over 
the  northern  or  western  boundary  ot  the  U.  States, 
charged  with  the  commission  of  any  crime  or  crimes, 
and  for  the  surrender  of  such  fugitives  upon  reasonable 
requisition  to  the  authorities  of  the  state  or  province 
from  which  such  fugitives  may  have  fled:  Provided , 
such  arrangements  do  not  comprehend  cases  of  political 
offences  merely,  hut  be  restricted  to  those  which  arc  in 
themselves  criminal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbury, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  senate  a general  statement  of  the 
whole  of  th.e  exports  and  imports  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  September,  1841,  furnishing  estimates  lor 
those  ports  from  which  the  returns  are  not  yet  complete. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  23.  Memorials  and  petitions  having 
been  disposed  of,  among  them  one  from  the  board  ol 
health  of  the  city  of  Washington  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a hospital  in  that  city, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  district  judge  irom  the  sum  ot  81,000,  his 
present  salary,  to  that  of  81,500,  the  salary  of  the  supe- 
rior judge  of  the  stale. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan, 

Resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  senate  the  amount  ol  the  public  debt 
at  this  time  and  on  the  3d  March  last,  and  the  particu- 
lar items  of  such  debt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  he  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate!  a statement  ol  the 
imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion 
annually,  and  as  far  back  as  the  records  of  the  treasury 
will  permit  tl  e same  to  he  made  up;  also  the  annual 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  coinage  in  the  mint  and 
branch  mints  of  the  United  States  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  mint;  also  the  annual  exportation  ot  gold 
and  silver  coinageof  the  mint  ot  the  United  Stales,  with 
a letter  ot  recapitulation;  showing  the  aggtegate  under 
each  head. 

Mr.  I, inn  submitted  the  following; 
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Resolved.  That  the1  secretary  of  the  treasury  he  direct- 
ed to  make  a report  to  the  senate,  showing  what  would 
have  been  the  operation  of  the  land  distribution. hill  if  it 
had  been  ra  operation  during  the  year  1841,  and  how 
much  would  have  been  the  distributive,  shares  of  each 
state  and  territory  and  tire  District  of  Columbia  under 
said  bill,  according  to  the  ascertained  and  estimated  pro- 
duct of  the  land  sales  for  the  year.  Also,  the  distribu- 
tive share  of  each  individual,  provided  the  said  revenue 
should  have  been  divided  out  by  the  head  to  the  entire 
population  of  the  union  according  to  the  census  of  1840; 
and  how  much  would  have  been  the  distributive  shares 
of  the  states,  territories,  and  District  of  Columbia,  and 
individuals,  provided  all  the  proper  costs  and  charges 
upon  the  lands,  consisting  of  Indian  annuities  payable 
during  the  year,  and  the  current  purchases  of  lands 
front  Indians,  in  addition  to  other  costs  and  charges 
named  in  the  distribution  act,  were  first  deducted  before 
the  distribution  should  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  3,000  extra  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  plan  of  the  fiscal  agent  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  senate  adjourned 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

December  27.  The  hon.  Arthur  P.  Bagby,  se- 
nator elect  from  the  state  of  Alabama,  in  the  place 
of  Clement  C.  Clay,  resigned,  was  qualified  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition,  signed  by  a large 
number  of  the  merchants  of  New  York,  praying  that 
a law  may  be  passed  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  passed  at  the  last  session,  for  two 
years  from  the  1st  of  February  next.  He  remarked 
that  the  petition  was  sent  to  him  by  mercantile  firms 
of  that  city,  and  that  the  reason  why  they  made  this 
request  was,  principally,  on  the  ground  that  if  the 
law  should  be  put  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  Fe- 
bruary, (so  great  was  the  depression  and  tightness  of 
the  money  market  at  this  time),  that  property  would 
be  thrown  into  market  to  such  an  extent  as  must  in- 
evitably cause  a great  sacrifice  of  assets.  He  also 
stated  that  the  memorial  was  signed  by  the  presi- 
dents of  five  several  banks. 

Mr.  Young  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the  act  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
states  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights;  and  a bill 
granting  to  the  state  of  Illinoisan  additional  quantity 
of  land  for  tiie  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan canal,  which  was  read  a first  and  second  time, 
and  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henderson, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a district  judge 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  to  assign  the  present  in- 
cumbent tiie  northern  district  of  said  state,  and  to  in- 
crease the  salary  to  be  received  by  tire  judge  of  each 
district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

Resolved,  That  tiie  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate,  if  in  his  opinion  it  may 
be  done  without  detriment  to  the  public  interests,  whe- 
ther any  proposition  lias  been  made  to  or  reeeived  fri  in 
the  British  government  since  the  4th  March,  1840,  re- 
lative to  a mutual  right  of  search;  and,  if  so,  to  lay  before 
the  senate  all  the  correspondence,  together  with  any  in- 
structions that  may  have  been  given  since  that  time  by 
this  government  to  our  minister  at  England  relating  to 
this  subject. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a communication 
from  the  treasury  department,  containing  the  annual 
statement  of  the  commissioner  of  the  land  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he  had 
given  on  Wednesday  last,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  held  that  congress  had  no 
right  to  pass  any  such  act  as  it  had  passed.  It  was j 
nothing  but  a law  for  the  general  abolition  of  debts  ! 
at  the  will  of  the  debtor.  It  was  one  of  the  acts  of 
the  extra  session,  and  carried  through  this  chamber 
upon  the  high-pressure  principle.  Not  an  i was  al- 
lowed to  be  dotted,  not  a t to  be  crossed,  without  the 
consent  of  the  friends  of  the  measure.  It  was  a bad 
measure  in  itself,  passed  in  a bad  way,  and  carried  a 
bad  measure  along  with  it.  It  would  receive  its  de- 
struction from  the  judiciary  or  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  act  was  not  a bankrupt  system  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution.  The  design  of  a bank- 
rupt system  is  to  enable  creditors  to  save  something 
out  of  a debtor’s  estate  while  something  is  there  to 
be  saved.  There  is  not  a bankrupt  system  in  the 
world  which  does  not  require  the  consent  of  the  cre- 
ditors, either  in  the  whole  or  a great  majority,  to 
sign  a certificate  consenting  to  the  final  discharge  of 
the  debtor.  The  bill  of  congress  reversed  every 
proposition  belonging  to  a proper  bankrupt  bill.  By 
the  mere  operation  of  law,  and  the  decision  of  the 
court,  the  debtor  obtained  his  discharge.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  such  a law  as  congress  had  a right  to  pass, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  If  belonged  to  the  creditor  to  say — under  a 


proper  law,  for  great  reasons — what  should  be  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  In  other  countries  every  bank 
was  included  which  was  not  specially  excepted  by 
statute,  and  he  apprehended  there  were  not  more  than 
a dozen  exceptions  in  seven  or  eight  hundred  institu- 
tions. The  extent  of  the  operations  of  the  bill,  in- 
cluding as  it  did  foreigners  and  all  others,  he  regard- 
ed as  one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  bill.  Under 
our  act  the  debtor  was  the  plaintiff,  and  proceed- 
j ed  against  the  creditor.  If  he  did  not  appear  and 
j prove  it  up,  be  lost,  his  debt,  and  if  he  did,  in  the 
j end  lie  lost  his  debt  by  the  debtor  receiving  the 


certificate  of  a final  discharge.  Another  thing  to 
which  he  objected  was,  that  the  debtor  had  an  op- 
portunity to  select  his  time.  In  England,  a man  who 
lived  foolishly,  a stock-jobber,  a stock-gambler,  and 
one  who  did  not  live  according  to  his  circumstances, 
could  not  obtain  the  heuefits  of  the  bankrupt  law. 
The  act  of  1800,  in  the  United  Slates,  contained 
similar  provisions,  which  were  not  included  in  the 
bill  of  the  extra  session.  The  kind  of  property  which 
might  be  surrendered  was  also  a matter  optional  with 
the  debtor;  and  here  the  law  was  disadvantageous^ 
unlike  the  law  of  Great  Britatn.  There  would  be 
an  army  of  assignees,  and  every  thing  conceivable 
was  to  go  into  their  hands.  The  expenses  would 
eat  up  the  profits  of  the  creditors.  The  expenses 
being  in  the  federal  courts,  must  he  enormous,  and 
the  debtor  paid  nothing  of  them.  The  debtor  was  the 
honored  character  throughout  the  bill.  In  order  also 
to  help  the  debtor,  and  make  a general  debt  delivery, 
it  was  prescribed  that  the  act  should  he  as  prompt 
and  simple  as  possible.  Again,  all  presumptions  un- 
der the  act  were  to  be  regarded  as  favorable  to  the 
debtor  and  against  the  creditor;  whatever  he  said  was 
to  be  regarded  as  true,  until  objections  were  filed 
and  proved.  The  notices  of  the  act  were  also  re- 
garded as  most  objectionable.  The  press  and  I he 
newspaper  were  to  be  the  agents  of  the  debtor,  and  a 
letter  and  newspaper  paragraph,  if  not  attended  to 
by  the  creditor,  though  at  tbe  antipodes,  was  valid 
and  binding,  and  liberated  the  debtor. 

When  the  matter  came  to  the  final  certificate,  the 
bill  was  particularly  objectionable,  and  unlike  all 
bankrupt  bills  in  other  countries. 

Under  the  bill  itself,  the  federal  courts  were  to  per- 
petually stand  open  to  the  debtor.  Like  the  gates 
of  hell,  they  were  to  be  open  forever.  The  banks 
could  be  benefited  as  far  as  the  bankrupt  bill  extend- 
ed benefits,  and  were,  subjected  to  none  of  the  exac- 
tions of  the  bill. 

When  the  framers  of  our  constitution  authorised 
the  passage  of  a bankrupt  bill,  they  had  in  view  the 
bankrupt  system  of  all  countries,  and  particularly  of 
Great  Britain.  They  did  not  mean  that  such  a bill 
should  be  passed,  in  all  the  leading  features  of  the 
measures,  and  this  he  could  prove  from  the  Madison 
Papers  and  the  contemporaneous  history  of  the  times. 
They  meant  that  the  bankrupt  system  should  be  the 
model.  The  bill  was  a mere  thing,  and  no  more  a 
bankrupt  system,  within  the  meaning-of  the  constitu- 
tion, than  it  was  a bill  of  agriculture.  It  was,  in  its 
best  aspect,  a property  law,  but  such  a property  law 
as  no  slate  in  this  union  ever  had,  or  ever  would 
adopt.  Properly  laws  had  been  regarded  as  immo- 
ral, and  been  pronounced  unconstitutional  by  the  ju- 
diciary, but  no  state  had  ever  conceived  of  such  a 
law  as  this  of  the  federal  government.  It  was  an  in- 
solvent law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  we  had 
no  right  to  pass  insolvent  laws.  The  states  had  that 
power,  but  the  general  government  had  not.  The 
bill,  for  this  reason,  was  unconstitutional;  and  ano- 
ther reason  was,  that  it  was  a mere  property  law,  and 
not  a bankrupt  law.  It  invaded  the  rights  of  the 
slates  by  expunging  state  laws. 

It  was  unconstitutional,  too,  because  it  took  from 
the  state  courts  laws  which  belonged  to  them,  and 
not  to  the  federal  courts,  to  execute. 

The  system  was  called  a voluntary  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. He  denied  it.  The  act  was  drawn  up  three 
or  four  years  ago,  and  when  it  was  believed  there 
were  five  hundred  thousand  people  in  the  United 
States  who  would  receive  the  benefits  of  the  bill. — 
Never  since  the  world  began  was  the  voluntary  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  known  before.  He  had  studied 
the  bill  in  the  interval  between  the  extra  and  regular 
sessions  of  congress,  and  had  not  studied  it  at  the 
time  of  its  passage  in  the  summer.  His  full  convic- 
tions now  were  that  the  bill  was  unconstitutional. — 
The  bill  itself  was  as  much  worse  than  the  act  of 
1800  as  old  federalism  was  worse  than  modern  whig- 
gery.  The  act  of  1800  was  passed  the  last  year  of 
ancient  federalism,  and  repealed  the  first  year  of  the 
democracy.  This  act  was  passed  the  first  year  of 
modern  federalism,  and  would  be  repealed  the  first 
year  of  the  democracy.  He  did  not  believe  that  any 
bankrupt  law  was  necessary  in  our  age.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  age  was  the  other  way.  Ho  was  against 
the.  system  in  the  general,  and  utterly  against  it  in' 
the  detail. 


| In  conclusion,  Mr.  Benton  said  if  congress  would 
pass  a bill  for  including  corporations,  he  would  go  for 
it;  if  not,  he  would  not  support  it;  and  he  should  pre- 
fer to  see  the  present  bill  repealed. 

Having  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr.  Benton  was 
about  to  introduce  his  hill,  and  the  chair  to  propound 
the  question  for  a first  reading,  when  Mr.  Henderson 
briefly  replied  to  the  senator  from  Missouri;  and  he 
remarked  that,  so  far  from  the  bill  having  its  origin 
in  influencing  the  recent  elections,  it  was  introduced 
several  years  ago  by  a friend  of  the  senator,  (Mr. 
JYorvell,)  and,  although  the  bill  underwent  many  mo- 
difications, whatever  honor  was  attached  to  the  mea- 
sure belonged  to  the  senator  from  Michigan.  But 
the  senator  from  Missouri  did  not  feel  himself  will- 
ing to  abide  the  decision  of  the  country,  and  for  this 
reason  he  was  prepared  to  introduce  a real  bankrupt 
bill;  and  while  he  insisted  that  this  act  did  not  cor- 
rosponft  with  the-  English  system  of  bankruptcy,  he 
thought  that  the  country  would  be  satisfied  with  one 
which  applied  to  banks  alone!  Now,  the  law  which 
was  passed  at  the  last  session  included  bankers,  as  in 
the  English  law,  and  in  the  same  language.  It  ap- 
plied to  persons  who  acted  as  bankers.  There  was 
no  difference  between  them,  and  the  senator  would 
search  in  vain  to  find  in  the  English  bankrupt  law  a 
clause  applicable  to  corporations.  The  senator  had 
placed  himself  in  a position  here  to  advocate  the 
rights  of  creditors  in  Europe,  yet  no  one  was  more 
anxious  than  he  was,  on  some  occasions,  to  show  how 
little  those  creditors  were  entitled  to. 

Mr.  Benton  denied  the  assertion,  out  and  out. 

Mr.  Henderson  asked,  on  which  point?  He  under- 
stood the  senator  as  arguing  that  the  bankrupt  law 
would  operate  oppressively  and  unjustly  on  creditors 
abroad;  and  he  thought  that  the  senator  occupied  dif- 
ferent ground  when  he  denounced  English  creditors 
in  this  country. 

Mr.  Benton  again  denied  the  assertion,  and  called 
for  specifications. 

Mr.  Henderson  would  make  no  particular  specifica- 
tion; but  he  would  remark  that,  on  different  occa- 
sions, the  senator  had  denounced  their  system  of  le- 
gislation. He  apprehended  that  the  senator  would 
soon  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  banking  corporations, 
who  were  now  asking  congress  to  repeal  this  law. 
Many  of  the  banks  would  oppose  this  law,  for  it  would 
soonexpose  the  rotten  condition  of  their  affairs,  and 
their  small  assets  without  a real  foundation  for  their 
issues.  He  therefore  expected  to  see  many  of  the 
moneyed  corporations  of  the  country-  opposing  this 
law,  and  asking  for  its  repeal.  They  had  already 
seen  such  an  application  this  morning  in  the  petition 
presented  by  the  senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wright ),  and  that,  too  under  no  other  guise  or  speci- 
fication than  that  a sacrifice  of  property  must  ensue 
from  the  operations  of  the  law.  The  effects  which 
must  gorinto  insolvency,  would,  no  doubt,  be  great; 
and  he  felt  confident  that  a dishonest  man  had  no 
more  to  gain  under  this  law,  than  an  honest  man  had, 
notwithstanding  the  senator  from  Missouri  had  main- 
tained a position  to  the  contrary'.  Me  was  not  now 
prepared  to  answer  the  labored  arguments  of  the 
senator;  but  when  the  bill  came  up,  he  would,  if 
no  other  gentleman  should  feel  disposed  to  do  so,  go 
into  a response  with  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of 
this  law. 

Mr.  Benton  understood  the  senator  from  Mississippi, 
as  saying  that  he  was,  on  former  occasions,  opposed 
to  paying  Europe  creditors.  This  was  not  so.  It 
was  true  that  he  objected  to  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  being  applied  to  that  object;  but,  on  other 
accounts,  they  were  fairly  entitled  to  a settlement  of 
their  debts. 

Mr.  Wright  said  that.,  because  he  had  presented  a 
petition  this  morning  and  stated  that  it  was  signed  by 
the  presidents  of  five  of  the  banks  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  an  inference  had  been  drawn  that  those  banks 
were  unsound:,  and  were  unwilling  that  their  unsound- 
ness should  be  exhibited.  Novy  he  was  not  to  be  plac- 
ed in  any  position  beyond  his  own  choice  in  defending 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country.  If  there  were 
such  things  as  sound  banks,  what  was  to  become  of 
the  business  community  if  they  were  to  be  called  un- 
sound and  rotten?  He  entreated  that  no  effort  would 
be  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  petitioners,  whose  pe- 
tition he  had  presented;  but  let  them  look  at  the  sub- 
ject as  business  men,  and  with  a becoming  sense  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Henderson  remarked  that  he  did  not  attempt  to 
specify  any.  particular  banks  as  being  insolvent;  but 
had  meant  to  say  that  it  was  more  likely  that  insol- 
I vent  bankers  would  oppose  the  bill  rather  than  ba- 
! lance  accounts  with  their  creditors, 
i Mr.  Calhoun  agreed  in  almost  every  word  uttered 
! by  the  senator  from  Missouri;  for  he  held  the  bank- 
I rupt  act  to  be  flagrantly  unconstitutional,  and  the 
most  unconstitutional  law  ever  passed  in  favor  of 
fraud  and  oppression.  But  he  rose  to  say  that  he 
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hoped  the  senator  who  asked  leave  to  introduce  this 
bill,  would  push  the  matter.  If  that  should  be  done, 
it  was  his  intention,  when  the  bill  came  up,  to  move 
to  repeal  the  law,  instead  of  proposing  to  amend  it. 
A few  days  ago,  he  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  [ 
adverse  to  this  law;  and,  in  obedienee  to  that,  and 
his  own  convictions,  he  would  pursue  (he  course 
which  he  had  first  suggested. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  president  pro  tem.  (Mr.  King ) laid  before  the 
senate  the  following  communication,  viz: 

1.  From  the  state  department,  stating  that  the  re- 
turns of  the  sixth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  had  been  printed. 

2.  From  the  war  department,  in  pursuance  of  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  con- 
taining a list  of  all  such  persons  as  have  made  ap- 
plication for  pensions,  or  for  an  increase  of  pension, 
and  a statement  of  the  names  of  those  who  ought  to 
be  placed  upon  the  pension  roll. 

3.  The  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office. 

4.  From  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September, 
1841,  as  follows,  viz: 

IMPORTS 

Value  of  merchandise  free 

of  duty,  $64,785,449 

Value  of  do.  paying  duty,  59,381,934 

$124,167,333 

EXPORTS 

Foreign  merchandise,  viz: 

Value  of  merchandise  free 

of  duty,  $10,798,451 

Value  of  do.  paying  duty,  4,303,175 


15,101,626' 

Value  of  domestic  produce,  106,059,685 

$121,161,311 

Able.  The  value  of  imports  and  exports  for  the 
3d  quarter,  ending  30th  September,  is  partly  on 
estimate. 

Mr.  Woodbury  remarked  that,  from  the  statement, 
it  would  be  perceived  that  the  imports  exceeded  the 
exports  more  than  three  millions,  contrary  to  the 
impressions  which  had  gone  abroad  upon  the  subject. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  20.  Mr.  Weller  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  with  a view  to  pass  over  the  resolution  now 
pending  for  the  reference  of  that  portion  of  the  mes- 
sage relating  to  the  tariff.  His  object  was  to  take 
up  the  resolution  for  the  reference  of  the  subject  of 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  under  the  sixth 
census. 

After  various  objections  and  explanations  from 
Messrs.  Sollers , Briggs,  Weller,  and  the  speaker,  it 
vvas  stated  by  the  clerk  that  the  resolution  for  the 
reference  of  the  apportionment  was  passed  last  Thurs- 
day, and  had  been  sent  to  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  manufactures 
that  portion  of  the  message  which  relates  to  the  i 
tariff. 

Mr.  Slade,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  this  sub- 
ject at  the  last  adjournment,  said  that  he  would  not 
have  said  a word  on  this  subject,  if  the  speaker  had 
not  placed  him  on  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
and  were  it  not  more  especially  for  the  fact  (hat  he 
represented  a constituency  deeply  interested  in  this 
question,  and  who,  of  course,  looked  to  him  to  de- 
fend their  interest  whenever  it  was  brought  under 
consideration.  He  felt  also  compelled  to  say  some- 
thing, from  the  fact  that  the  legislature  of  the  state 
which  he  in  part  represented  had  passed  resolutions 
on  this  subject,  which  furnished  an  excellent  summa- 
ry of  the  arguments  which  should  be  urged  in  favor 
of  the  protective  system;  and,  as  he  desired  to  make 
these  resolutions  a part  of  his  speech,  as  well  as  the 
reasons  which  he  wished  to  address  to  the  house,  he 
would  ask  that  they  might  be  read.  The  resolutions 
(see  present  vol.  p.  182),  were  here  read  by  the 
clerk,  and  Mr.  S.  proceeded:  It  would  seem  that  lie 

was  thus  requested,  by  an  authority  he  was  bound  to 
respect,  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  obtain  the  pass- 
age of  laws  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  domestic 
manufactures.  This  he  should  endeavor  to  do,  not 
only  by  voting,  but,  on  all  proper  occasions,  so  far  as 
he  was  able,  by  giving  the  reasons  which  influenced 
his  votes. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  a mere  question  of 
reference  would,  not  naturally  and  properly  involve 


the  whole  merits  of  the  question.  But  the  question 
of  reference  was  so  presented  now,  as  very  properly, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  to  involve  the  conside- 
ration of  its  merits.  He  was  not  surprised,  there- 
fore, at  the  range  which  the  debate  had  taken.  If 
the  question  arose  now,  for  the  first  time,  what  di- 
rection should  be  given  to  the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures— whether  the  house  should  raise  .a  committee 
on  manufactures  or  raise  a committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  consider  the  subject,  that  would  be  ano- 
ther thing;  but  they  were  not  in  that  position.  They 
had  a committee  on  manufactures,  and  they  had  a 
committee  ot  ways  and  means,  not  only  established 
by  the  rules  of  the  present  session,  but.  which  had 
their  foundation  in  the  long-settled  policy  of  the 
country.  And  yet  an  attempt  was  now  made  to  di- 
vert this  subject  from  its  long-accustomed,  natural, 
and  appropriate  channel,  and  to  give  it  a new  one. 
This  could  riot  be  done  under  existing  circumstances, 
without  sending  abroad  an  impression  over  the  coun- 
try that  the  protective  policy  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
altogether  abandoned.  It  would  in  fact  amount  to 
the  abolition,  if  he  might  so  speak,  of  the  committee 
on  manufactures.  There  was,  therefore,  a peculiar 
reason  why  the  friends  of  the  protective  system 
should  take  their  stand  upon  this  question  of  refe- 
rence. 

This  consideration  was  strengthened  by  a refe- 
rence to  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  two  commit- 
tees. The  house  had  a committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  it  had  a committee  on  manufactures. 
They  found,  from  the  very  face  of  the  rule,  that  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  had  necessarily  and 
properly  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures— that  the  range  of  their  inquiries  did  not  ne- 
cessarily touch  this  subject.  And  yet  gentlemen 
desired  to  foist  upon  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  a set  of  duties  never  contemplated  by  the 
house- 

But  there  was  another  still  stronger  circumstance 
in  favor  of  this  view.  There  was  another  rule  of 
the  house  which  provided  for  a committee  on  manu- 
factures; so  that  we  had  not  only  the  negative  testi- 
mony arising  from  no  such  specifications  of  duty  in 
the  rule  establishing  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  but  we  had  positive  testimony  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  the 
very  name  of  which  sufficiently  Indicated  the  range 
of  its  duties. 

Mr.  S.  enlarged  on  this  view  of  the  case,  contend- 
ing that  under  the  rule,  or  under  the  view  of  the  sub- 
ject given  in  the  message  of  the  president,  (from 
which  he  quoted),  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
could  not  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
manufactures,  unless  specially  instructed  so  to  do. 
Where  were  these  special  instructions?  Let  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton ),  if  he 
were  disposed  to  abolish  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, (and  it  amounted  to  that),  bring  forward  are- 
solution  instructing  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  consider  not  only  what  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
read  from  the  president’s  message,  but  also  the  sub- 
ject of  discrimination  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
mere  revenue,  but  for  the  purpose  of  protection. 
Would  the  gentleman  do  that?  or  did  he  suppose  that 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  consider 
the  subject  for  a moment,  if  that  was  not  doner  Mr 
S.  considered  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  if  it  should  prevail,  as  tantamount 
to  a declaration  on  the  part  of  this  house  that  it 
would  have  no  examination  at  all  into  this  question. 
He  appealed  to  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  from  the  east 
and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south,  of  all  parties, 
to  say  whether  the  house  was  prepared  to  come  to  a 
vote  which  should  speak  such  a language  as  that. 
He  did  not  know  but  what  gentlemen  from  New 
Hampshire  might  be  prepared  even  for  that.  To 
refer  the  subject  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  would  be  in  effect  to  say  that  there  should  be 
no  examination  into  it;  and  what  then  was  to  be- 
come of  all  the  petitions  which  had  been  sent  here 
in  relation  to  it?  Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  question  of  tariff  and  protection 
the  petitioners  were  going  to  remain  silent?  It  could 
not  be. 

But  it  was  m the  highest  degree  unparliamentary 
to  refer  this  subject  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  The  parliamentary  rule— that  was  to  say, 
the  spirit  of  the  parliamentary  rule — was,  that  a sub- 
ject. should  be  referred  to  such  a committee  as  would 
be  favorable  to  the  object  prayed  for;  because,  if  this 
was  not  done,  the  child,  (to  use  the  language  of  par- 
liamentary commentators),  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  a nurse  that  would  strangle  it.  The  object  was, 
that  the  case  should  be.  exhibited  by  the  committee 
in  such  a way  as  to  present  to  the  legislative  body  a 
fair  view  of  the  desires,  of  the  petititioners.  And  if 
it  had  been  understood,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were 
to  take  cognizance  of  this  subject,  it  would  have 


been  differently  constituted — and  he  would  now  say 
that  if  the  committee  on  manufactures  was,  (in  ef- 
fect), to  be  abolished,  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  ought  to  be  reorganized.  The  committee  on 
manufactures  had  been  organized  with  a view  to 
this  particular  subject.  It  was  composed  of  six  mem- 
bers in  favor,  (Mr.  S.  was  understood  to  say)  of  the 
protective  system,  and  three  opposed  to  it.  This 
was  as  it  should  be. 

After  dwelling  on  the  position  that  the  reference 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  amount, 
in  effect,  to  an  abolition  of  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures, Mr.  S.  weDt  into  an  elaborate  historical 
review  of  the  origin  of  the  protective  system — trac- 
ing its  subsequent  progress  from  the  origin  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  sanctioned  by  the  recommendations  of 
every  successive  president,  from  Washington  to  Jack- 
son.  For  this  purpose,  and  in  illustration  of  his  views, 
and  to  show  that  the  protective  system  had  been  re- 
commended and  followed  up  as  the  permanent  and 
enduring  policy  of  the  country,  he  quoted  largely 
from  executive  communications,  laying  especial 
stress  on  those  proceeding  from  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  house 
to  send  to  the  appropriate  committee  on  manufactures 
this  great  subject  of  protection  to  American  manu- 
factures— a subject  which,  he  said,  had  now  arrived 
at  a most  critical  and  eventful  period  in  its  history. 
If  ever  there  was  a time  when  it  needed  examina- 
tion and  investigation,  that  time  was  the  present. 

Mr.  S.  spoke  about  two  hours  and  a half,  during 
which  he  read  largely  from  various  documents  illus- 
trative of  his  positions. 

Mr.  Sollers  took  the  floor. 

An  adjournment  being  called  for,  Mr.  Sollers  gave 
way. 

Before  the  question  of  adjournment  was  put,  Mr. 
Stanly — by  request — moved  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Sheppard,  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee 
of  expenditures  on  account  of  ill  health.  Granted. 

The  speaker  communicated  the  annual  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
10,000  extra  copies. 

Then,  at  a quarter  before  three,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  21.  Mr.  Warren,  of  Georgia,  at- 
tended in  his  place. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Fillmore  to  refer  so  much  of  the 
president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  tariff' to  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures. 

Which  resolution  Mr.  Atherton  had  heretofore  mov- 
ed to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  “committee  on 
manufactures,”  and  inserting  the  words  “committee 
of  ways  and  means.” 

Mr.  Sollers,  of  Md-  expressed  his  surprise  that  on 
a simple  question  of  reference  between  two  standing 
committees  of  the  house  the  entire  policy  of  a protec- 
tive tariff'  should  have  been  drawn  into  discussion, 
and  an  effort  made  to  control  the  votes  of  members 
by  their  general  views  for  or  against  such  a policy. 
For  himself,  he  should  be  governed  in  his  vote  not  by 
the  general  question  of  the  constitutionality  or  expe- 
diency of  a tariff  for  protection,  but  simply  by  the 
nature  of  the  functions  assigned,  respectively,  to  the 
two  committees  in  question.  The  committee  on  ma- 
nufactures had  originally  been  raised  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  question  of  protective  duties,  and  the 
whole  subject  of  the  tariff  had  always  been  referred 
to  that  committee,  and  never  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  He  was  indisposed  to  depart  from 
the  established  practice  of  the  house.  Mr.  S.  said 
that  although  a tariff  debate  did  not  legitimately  be- 
long to  this  simple  question  on  reference,  yet  as  gen- 
tlemen had  succeeded  in  eliciting,  to  some  extent,  an 
expression  of  opinion  in  different  quarters  of  the 
house,  he  was  not  disposed  to  conceal  what  were  his 
sentiments  in  relation  to  it.  Some  gentlemen  had 
taken  the  ground  that  even  an  incidental  protection 
of  domestic  industry  was  unconstitutional,  yet  our 
most  enlightened  statesmen  had  held  and  ably  defend- 
ed the  opposite  sentiment..  And  it  was  absurd  to 
maintain  that  this  government  was  so  powerless,  so 
utterly  nerveless  and  inefficient,  as  to  be  unable  to 
extend  protection  to  the  industry  of  its  own  citizens. 
He  declined  going  into  the  constitutional  argument; 
but  insisted  that,  on  a mere  view  of  expediency,  no 
period  could  ever  be  so  favorable  as  the  present  to 
regulate  and  place  on  a permanent  basis  the  protec- 
tive policy7  of  this  country.  It  could  now  be  done 
with  less  of  collision  and  difficulty  than  in  any  past 
period.  Our  treasury  was  empty;  the  government 
was  compelled  from  unavoidable  necessity  to  devise 
a system  of  taxation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  and  it  might  with  comparative  ease  be  now 
so  arranged  that  while  the  direct  purpose  of  revenue 
was  secured;  incidental  protection  might  at  the  same 
time  be  extended  to  such  interests  as  needed  it.  Mr. 
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S.  contended  that  this  was  the  idea  intended  by  the 
president  in  that  clause  of  his  message  which  related 
to  the  subject  of  duties  on  imports;  and  so  believing, 
lie  rendered  the  president  his  thanks  for  the  recom- 
mendation. By  a short  but  conclusive  and  convinc- 
ing argument,  the  executive  had  shown  that  this  cov.ld 
be  effected. 

Here  Mr.  S.  went  into  some  severe  comments  on 
the  adverse  doctrines  of  free  trade  and  a “horizontal” 
tariff.  So  far  as  he  could  understand  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  and  others  who  advocated  such 
doctrines,  they  maintained  that  in  laying  duties  for 
revenue  regard  might  not  constitutionally  be  had  even 
to  incidental  protection:  a more  absurd  position  he 
never  had  heard  advanced.  Carry  out  the  principle, 
and  impose  one  uniform  rule  of  taxation  without  any 
discrimination,  and  a tax  that  would  utterly  prostrate 
and  destroy  some  sources  of  revenue  would  leave 
others  scarce  at  all  affected:  and  thus,  in  effect,  gen- 
tlemen’s boasted  principle  would,  in  practice,  create 
that  every  bugbear  they  so  much  dreaded,  a protec- 
tive tariff. 

Mr.  S.  next  directed  his  attack  against  what  is  call- 
ed “the  forty-bale  theory” — a theory  which  (irst  made 
its  appearance  in  the  house  in  the  shape  of  an  illus- 
tration, by  Mr.  McDuffie,  of  the  anti-tariff  scheme  of 
South  Carolina,  viz:  that  the  producers  of  exports 
were  the  payers  of  the  whole  dnty  on  imports.  This 
dogma  contained  the  substance  of  the  whole  theory. 
Mr.  S.  utterly  denied  that  it  was  true  in  fact,  and 
facts,  being  utterly  against  it,  were  sufficient  to  upset 
the  whole  superstructure,  however  ingenious.  He 
would  prove  the  theory  false  by  a reductio  ad  absur- 
dum.  If  the  position  of  this  forty-bale  doctrine  were 
true,  then  it  must  follow  that  South  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  a few  more  of  our 
southern  states,  paid  one-half  of  all  the  duties  levied 
in  the  United  States,  because  they  raised  onc-half  the 
exports  of  the  country:  and  then  it  would  follow  that 
these  were  the  only  states  that  consumed  foreign  lux- 
uries. But  was  the  fact  so?  Was  it  not  true  that 
the  non-slaveholding  states  consumed  more  of  them 
than  the  slaveholding  states?  Was  it  customary  to 
give  these  luxuries  to  the  slaves?  lie  believed  not. 
But  he  would  carry  the  proof  still  further:  if  the  doc- 
trine were  true,  then  the  7th  congressional  district  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  ought  to  consume  the  whole  of 
the  foreign  luxuries  imported  into  the  state;  but  to 
his  certain  knowledge  this  was  not  so:  for  he  believ- 
ed the  city  of  Baltimore  alone  consumed  more  of  them 
than  the  whole  state  beside — ay,  and  more,  he  sus- 
pected, than  the  whole  of  South  Carolina  put  toge- 
ther. A more  ridiculous  theory  never  was  broached 
by  the  mind  of  any  man  than  this  far-famed  forty- 
bale  scheme.  Mr.  S.  spoke  with  warmth  against  the 
notion  that  the  ingenuity,  skill  and  patient  labor  of 
our  own  countrymen  were  not  to  be  protected  against 
the  injurious  competition  of  foreigners.  So  long  as 
an  American  heart  should  continue  to  beat  in  his 
bosom  he  never  could  yield  himself  to  so  revolting  a 
doctrine.  Ho  trusted  to  see  the  products  of  that  skill 
and  industry  multiplied  a thousand  fold,  and  furnish- 
ing materials  for  a commerce  which  should  whiten 
with  its  sails  every  sea,  and  spread  itself  to  the  re- 
motest limits  of  the  world.  To  witness  such  a.  result 
our  true  policy  was  to  cast  a shield  over  the  industry 
of  our  own  people.  This  the  government  could  do: 
this  it  was  bound  to  do. 

Mr.  S.  here  adverted  to  the  absurdity  of  the  policy 
which  would  throw  open  our  ports  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  all  the  world,  while,  at  the  same  time,  our 
own  products  were  carefully  and  systematically  ex- 
cluded from  admission  abroad.  And  on  this  topic, 
he  adverted  to  the  duties  levied  on  American  tobacco, 
which  he  characterized  as  openly  insulting  to  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  this  country.  With  many 
expressions  of  disgust  and  indignation,  Mr.  S.  here 
went  into  some  details  to  show  the  actual  slate  of 
things  on  this  subject,  as  fixed  by  the  revenue  laws 
of  different  countries  in  Europe,  commenting  as  he 
proceeded  on  the  enormity  of  exacting  such  a tribute 
from  the  agriculturists  of  the  United  States  to  fill  the 
exhausted  treasuries  of  the  aristocratic  governments 
of  the  old  world.  He  showed  that  the  tobacco  ex- 
ported amounted  to  seven  millions,  and  the  imposts 
of  the  European  governments  amounted  to  upwards 
of  thirty  millions.  It  was  a condition  to  which  the 
American  people  could  not  longer  submit  without 
dishonor.  And  here  he  took  occasion  to  do  justice  to 
a late  administration  which  had  used  every  effort,  by 
negotiation  and  remonstrance,  to  effect  the  redress  of 
this  great  national  injury,  but  in  vain.  In  support  of 
this  position,  he  referred  to  and  quoted  communica- 
tions from  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  late  envoy  to  Great 
Britain:  from  which  it  appeared  that,  in  reply  to  his 
remonstrances  and  representations,  the  British  minis- 
try could  not  but  admit  the  injustice  and  hardship, 
and  even  the  impolicy,  of  the  case,  but  pleaded  in  re- 
ply the  delicate  and  hazardous  nature  of  the  task,  es- 
pecially in  the  present  position  of  that  country,  of  at- 


tempting a reduction  ol  foreign  duties.  The  maxim 
of  that  government  seemed  to  be  that  of  the  dying 
miser  to  his  son:  “My  son,  get  money;  honestly,  if 
you  can:  but,  ray  son,  get  money.” 

Mr.  S.  again  adverted  to  the  doctrine  of  the  advo- 
cates of  free  trade.  They  saw  and  were  compelled 
to  admit  the  flagrant  injustice  and  injury  thus  done 
to  us  by  other  governments,  yet  they  could  not  give 
up  their  darling  maxims:  the  theory  must  be  carried 
out  at  all  hazards  and  at  every  expense.  He  hoped 
the  house  would  be  governed  by  no  such  wild  theo- 
ries, but  would  take  the  proper  means  to  put  an  end 
to  a state  of  things  which  was  degrading  and  dis- 
graceful to  our  country. 

Mr.  S.  here  adverted  to  the  desire  professed  by 
Mr.  Slade , in  his  speech  of  Monday,  to  have  protec- 
tion extended  alike  to  all  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, whether  free  labor  or  slave  labor.  He  trusted 
the  gentleman  and  his  friends  would  not  “keep  the 
promise  to  the  ear  and  break  it  to  the  hope.”  He 
trusted  when  tl'.e  law  came  to  be  framed  that  they 
would  not  turn  about,  and,  having  their  own  interests 
protected,  give  the  go-by  to  every  other  section  of 
the  union.  If  they  acted  like  true  men,  he  would  go 
with  them  to  the  last;  but  he  should  reserve,  himself 
to  see  what  their  course  would  be.  He  never  would 
consent  to  protect  one  interest  of  the  country,  and 
leave  another,  which  far  more  needed  protection, 
wholly  unprovided  for.  Gentlemen  need  not  expect 
this.  He  never  would  do  it.  Must  Rhode  Island 
have  her  cotton  goods  protected,  and  Vermont  her 
sheep,  and  Pennsylvania  her  iron,  and  every  state  in 
the  union  be  attended  to,  and  the  tobacco  of  Mary- 
land be  passed  by?  He  trusted  not.  If  that  was  the 
policy  of  gentlemen,  it  could  not  be  known  too  soon.. 

Mr.  Linn,  ofN.  Y.  said  that  ultra  partisans  on  each 
side  must  yield  something,  and  consent  to  take  some 
middle  ground;  if  not,  the  common  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple would  before  long  do  it  for  them.  The  high  tariff 
gentlemen  must  content  themselves  with  merely  dis- 
criminating duties,  and  the  hair-splitting  theorists  of 
the  south  must  consent  that  a tariff  for  revenue  might 
be  so  shaped  as  incidentally  to  answer  the  purpose  of 
protection.  These  gentlemen  insisted  on  a general 
principle,  specious  in  appearance,  but  unsound  in  its 
practical  application:  they  contended  that,  where  pro- 
tection began,  revenue  must  end.  As  an  illustration, 
take  the  manufacture  of  iron.  Suppose  the  country 
to  be  dependent  on  importation  for  its  supply,  and 
suppose  it  to  be  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment to  raise  $50,000.  Congress  lays  a tax  on 
foreign  iron  which  will  amount  to  $100,000.  Foreign 
manufacturers  cannot  stand  this — no  irou  comes  in, 
and  of  course'  no  duty  is  collected.  Very  true.  But 
the  rule  was  too  broad.  There  was  a protection 
short  of  this,  which  in  its  practical  operation  would 
increase  consumption,  and  not  destroy  revenue. 

If  gentlemen  had  put  their  maxims  in  these  words, 
“where  prohibition  commences  revenue  ceases,”  they 
would  have  spoken  the  truth;  but  that  alteration 
would  tumble  their  whole  specious  theory  to  the 
ground.  The  just  and  proper  protection  of  our  home 
industry  would  be  effected  by  discriminating  duties. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  lie  was  not  unaware  that 
there,  was  a collateral  question,  which  was  apt  to  in- 
terpose itself,  and  which  operated  as  an  impediment 
to  fair  debate.  It  was  that  which  drew  the  line  be- 
tween north  and  south;  which  perverted  the  judg- 
ment by  mixing  up  local  prejudices  with  what  ought 
to  be  kept  wholly  distinct  from  them;  which  went  to 
guide  the  decisions  of  a statesman  and  a legislator  by 
chain  and  compass,  and  make  him  pursue  the  direc- 
tion of  geographical  lines.  In  the  views  Mr.  L.  took 
of  the  general  subject,  he  repudiated  all  such  consi- 
derations; his  judgment  was  guided  by  genera!  and 
national  views  alone.  He  went  for  the  greatest  good 
of  the.  greatest  number.  He  was  opposed  to  that  le- 
gislation in  which  each  law-maker  looked  only  to 
himself  and  his  own  immediate  region  of  country. — 
He  did  not  like  to  intermeddle  with  the  interests  and 
feelings  of  the  south.  It  was  not  a desirable  distinc- 
tion of  the  labor  of  our  country  into  “free  labor”  and 
“slave  labor.”  He  desired  to  hear  no  such  distinc- 
tion. But,  if  gentlemen  insisted  on  making  it,  if  this 
discrimination  must  he  forced  upon  the  house,  that 
Mr.  L.  never  could  consent  so  far  to  endorse  slavery 
as  to  put  the  labor  of  a slave  on  a par  with  that  of 
the  freeman.  If  the  question  was  forced  upon  him, 
he  must  go  for  the  free;  if  lie  could  not  stand  on  neu- 
tral ground,  where  he  desired  to  stand,  then,  upon 
general  principles,  he  must  give  the  preference  to  the 
free  labor  of  the  north.  It  was  against  reason,  against 
the  nature  of  tilings,  to  expect  that  the  slave  was  to 
be  placed  upon  the  footing  of  the  freeman,  whose  la- 
bor was  expended  in  tilling  his  own  soil.  Did  gen- 
tlemen expect  such  a man  was  by  law  to  be  reduced 
to  be  level  of  a slave?  Did  gentlemen  think  by  any 
legislation  to  effect  a result  like  this?  Could  they 
imagine  that  the  freemen  of  the  north  would  ever 
submit  to  he  pul  on  a par  with  those  who,  in  conside- 


ration of  law,  were  the  owners  cf  the  soul  of  a man? 

Mr.  Stanly  here  interposed  and  called  Mr.  Linn  to 
order.  Mr.  (Vise  hoped  there  would  be  no  interrup- 
tion of  the  freedom  of  debate.  Mr.  Stanly.  There 
shall  be,  if  such  language  is  persisted  in,  whatever 
may  become  of  any  hopes  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  liheit  wanted  to  inquire  what  southern  man 
had  ever  contended,  on  that  floor,  for  the  doctrine  at- 
tributed to  southern  gentlemen  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York?  Who  had  ever  made  such  an  issue  as  he 
stated? 

Mr.  Linn  replied  that  he  had  not  charged  southern 
gentlemen  with  actually  asserting  this;  hut  it  was  to 
this  that  their  principles  led.  But  he  had  expressly 
stated  that  this  question  of  north  and  south,  ol  ' slave 
and  of  free  labor,  was  a collateral  question,  not  per- 
taining to  tiie  debate;  and  his  object  had  been  to  show 
that  the  true  question  might  he  debated  without 
touching  it  at  all,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  wholly- 
avoided.  He  protested  against  any  geographical  con- 
sideration of  the  tariff.  He  trusted  the  subject  would 
be  looked  at  in  its  important  connexion  with  the  in- 
terests of  our  national  industry,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  • 

Mr.  L.  here  adverted  to  the  effect  of  a proper  ad- 
justment of  the  tariff,  as  likely  to  do  more  toward  the 
regulation  of  the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  the 
country,  to  prevent  ruinous  fluctuations,  and  check 
extravagant  speculations,  than  all  the  fiscal  agencies 
that  ever  could  be  devised. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  house  had  been  told  that  the  pre- 
sent was  to  be  a test  question.  If  the  clause  in  the 
president’s  message  in  relation  to  the  increase  of  du- 
ties was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  then  the  nation  was  to  understand  that  no 
protective  tariff  was  to  he  looked  for.  This  was  an 
ingenious  political  clap-trap,  set  for  catching  birds  of 
different  feather.  It  was  expected  to  catch  the  north- 
ern loco  focos,  because  it  was  thought,  whatever 
might  be  the  interests  and  wishes  of  their  respective 
constituents,  they  never  would  be  able  to  resist  the 
political  bait  here  held  out  to  them.  And  it  was  cal- 
culated no  less  sanguinely  that  this  same  trap  would 
catch  the  whigs  of  the  south,  who  would  peck  at  the 
same  bait. 

Meanwhile,  he  invited  the  southern  whigs  pro- 
per to  do  nothing  which  would  not  subserve  the  con- 
stitution, and  promote  the  true  interests  of  their 
country. 

Mr.  Rayner  said  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  LinnJ  might  affect  to  scout  the  idea  of  its 
being  a test  question,  yet  such  it  must  be.  It  was 
purely  a test  question.  Else,  how  did  it  happen  that 
all  the  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  a reference  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures,  and  approved  and 
advocated  a protective  tariff,  made  an  issue  between 
the  north  and  the  south,  and  lugged  the  subject,  of 
slavery  into  the  debate,  uninvited  by  any  southern 
man?  He  hoped  not  to  hear  on  this  occasion  the  in- 
solent charge  repeated  that  southern  gentlemen  in- 
vited and  pressed  on  the  house  a comparison  of  the 
merits  of  free  and  slave  labor.  That  could  not  be 
said  now.  The  south  stood  on  the  vantage  ground 
this  time  of  the  party  attacked. 

If  the  proposed  increase  of  duties  on  imports  was 
to  be  strictly  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  treasury, 
growing  out  of  a deficit  in  the  revenue,  then  Mr.  R. 
said  he  was  willing  to  go  not  merely  to  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  compromise  act,  and  lay  a duly  of  20 
per  cent,  but  he  would  increase  it  to  30,  to  40  to 
100  percent,  if  the  honor  and  tho  actual  wants  of 
the  country  should  require  it.  He  would  stop  at. 
20  per  cent,  only  on  condition  that  more  was  not 
needed  for  an  economical  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment. What  an  economical  administration  of 
the  government  was  every  man  must  decide  for  him- 
self. 

But  if  the  increase  of  the  tariff  was  intended  sole- 
ly for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures,  then 
lie  was  utterly  opposed  to  any  such  measure.  And 
he  warned  gentlemen  now,  however  his  warning 
might  he  disregarded,  and  perhaps  laughed  at  by  gen- 
tlemen who  were  determined  to  slick  to  their  plan  at 
ail  hazards,  that  the  act  would  he  resisted  in  its  in- 
ception, in  its  progress,  and  in  its  consummation.  He 
did  not  utter  this  in  a vain  gasconade— in  fact  he 
had  heard  so  much  spouted  here  in  the  Bombastes 
Furioso  style  that  he  felt  almost  afraid  of  speaking 
above  his  breath — he  spoke  it  in  all  truth  and  sober- 
ness. 

Should  this  part  of  the  message  be  sent  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  he  should  receive  it,  and 
he  believed  the  country  generally  would  receive  it, 
as  evidence  of  a wish  on  the  part  of  a majority  of 
this  house  to  protect  Ihe  northern  manufactures.  If 
it  could  not  go  to  the  fiscal  committee  of  the  house, 
why  not  send  it,  as  well,  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, whose  peculiar  province  it  was  to  foster  the 
the  interests  of  commerce?  Why  not  to  the  com- 
mittee on  agriculture,  who  were  equally  devoted  to 
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the  interests  of  agriculture?  Not  because  either  corn- 
mere  or  agriculture  stand  in  peculiar  need  of  protec- 
tion, but  because  there  is  a deficit  in  the  treasury? 
He  would  appeal  to  every  man  of  candor — why  raise 
this  question  of  a protective  tariff  because  Ihere  was 
a deficit  in  the  treasury?  If  the  object  was  to  supply 
revenue  to  meet  the  deficit,  why  not  apply  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  whose  express  duty  it  was 
to  do  that  very  thing? 

But  it  was  insisted  that  although  the  direct  object 
was  revenue  for  the  treasury,  yet  taxes  for  revenue 
might  be  made  discriminating  so  as  to  give  an  in- 
cidental protection  to  manufactures.  A most  ab- 
surd position.  It  went  to  sacrifice  the  main  ob- 
ject in  view',  to  an  object  remote  and  incidental 
merely.  Suppose  the  advocates  of  the  tobacco  in- 
terest should  urge  and  insist  on  counteracting  duties 
on  silks  and  wines,  on  .-German  linens  and  Britisli 
broadcloths,  and  should  therefore  insist  that  the  sub- 
ject should  go  to  the  committee,  on  agriculture?  Or 
suppose  the  representatives  of  the  cotton  growing 
interest  should  insist  that  the  duty  on  imports  in  ex- 
change foi'  American  cotton  was  equal  to  an  export 
duty  on  their  staple,  (a  doctrine  Mr.  R.  did  not  en- 
dorse, and  on  which  he  now  expressed  no  opinion: 
he  did  not,  like  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Sollers ) understand  them  however  as  saying  that  all 
the  imports  were  consumed  by  the  producers,  but 
that  the  exports  were  decreased  in  value  to  the 
amount  of  the  tax  on  corresponding  imports),  and 
should  insist  on  its  going  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, Either  of  these  demands  would  be  just  as 
plausible  as  that  which  insisted  on  sending  it  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures.  Now,  gentlemen  might 
disagree  on  subordinate  points,  but  the  main  object, 
viz.  Revenue,  should  be  ever  kept  in  view.  They 
might  as  well  refer  a clause  touching  the  increase  of 
the  army  to  the  committee  on  the  territories,  because 
more  troops  might  protect  the  frontier.  Gentlemen 
should  remember  that  their  argument  cut  both  ways: 
it  was  a two-edged  sword,  and  they  should  be  careful 
how  they  handled  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Linn)  had 
disclaimed  all  hostility  to  the  south,  and  had  express- 
ed himself  as  opposed  to  drawing  lines  between 
north  and  south.  Mr.  R.  entirely  agreed  with  him; 
but  unfortunately  the  gentleman’s  premises  and  his 
conclusions  were  wide  apart.  The  only  tenable 
ground  in  this  matter  of  duties  was  to  have  all  the 
various  interests  of  the  country  to  rely  on  their  in- 
dividual exertions.  If  they  protected  tobacco,  they 
would  find  themselves  striking  at  some  other  inte- 
rests. The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Sellers ) 
had  looked  at  the  national  honor;  but  if  he  looked  a 
little  closer  into  his  heart  perhaps  he  would  find 
there  self-interest  overruling  all  other  considerations. 
That  gentleman  had  been  for  high  duties  on  silks  and 
wines,  on  cloths  and  linens;  now  possibly  he  might 
find  that  his  northern  friends  who  went  so  strong  for 
protecting  home  industry  would  not  relish  very  high 
duties  on  these  things,  because  they  did  not  compete 
so  much  with  domestic  manufactures.  They  would 
probably  prefer  taxes  that  more  directly  protected 
themselves.  Thus  it  was,  the  moment  we  legislated 
for  one  we  came  against  another.  Let  gentlemen  ra- 
ther refer  the  matter  to  a committee  which'went  for 
neither,  hut  was  supposed  to  be  unbiassed. 

The  tariff  was  to  be  raised  to  supply  revenue:  this 
was  the  ground  taken  by  all.  Now  the  first  question 
was,  how  much  is  needed  for  this  purpose?  And  how 
would  the  gentlemen  get  at  the  answer?  From  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  And  to  what 
committee  had  that  report  been  referred?  To  the 
committee  on  manufactures?  No;  but  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means.  The  requisite  information  was 
now  before  that  committee,  and  the  subject  should  go 
where  the  information  was. 

But  the  house  had  been  told  that  this  subject  should 
go  to  the  committee  on  manufactures  because  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  had  so  much  business 
before  it. 

[Here  some  explanations  passed  between  Mr.  R. 
and  Mr.  Fillmore,  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
denied  having  ever  refused  to  take  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject.] 

No  doubt  the  gentleman’s  objection,  from  the 
mass  of  business,  had  arisen  from  his  great  modes- 
ty; bnt  would  the  house  relieve  the  gentleman  and 
his  committee  from  the  more  weighty  subject,  that 
they  might  have  time  to  attend  to  what  was  of  less 
moment? 

As  to  the  argument  from  precedents,  it  had  little 
weight.  Admitting  that  the  subject  of  the  tariff- had 
always  heretofore  gone  to  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures, we  were  now  under  a new  political  dispen- 
sation. All  previous  tariff  laws,  from  1819,  when 
this  committee  was  first  raised,  down  to  1833,  had 
been  tarifc  for  protection.  True,  this  idea  was  kept 
out  of  sight  in  the  titles  of  the  bills;  and  the  exis- 
tence of  a national  debt  furnished  a ready  excuse  for 


passing  them;  hut  the  debt  was  under  speedy  liqui- 
dation, and  all  those  laws  were  clearly  for  protec- 
tion of  manufactures.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  was  right  to  send  the  tariff  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures;  but  since  then  a compromise  act  had 
passed,  and  it  looked  to  the  ultimate  abandonment  of 
the  whole  principle  of  protection;  and  it  proposed  a 
uniform  duty  of  20  per  cent,  unless  more  should  be 
needed  for  an  economical  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  great  question  now  was  this;  shall 
we  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  compromise  act, 
or  shall  we  return  to  the  doctrine  of  protection? 

Mr.  R.  was  opposed  to  discriminating  duties  for 
protection.  He  did  not  envy  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, nor  would  he  deprive  them  of  the  incidental 
protection  which  they  must  unavoidably  derive  from 
a uniform  duty.  They,  and  they  alone,  would  be 
protected  by  that  duty.  If  20  per  cent,  was  not 
enough  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  he  would  go 
for  50  per  cent,  and  manufactures  would  get  the 
whole  benefit.  At  least,  it  was  a mooted  point  whe- 
ther other  interests  would  derive  any  protection;  but 
that  manufactures  must  was  palpable. 

What  the  views  of  the  president  actually  were  on 
the  matter,  he  knew  not  and  cared  not.  That  he 
seemed  to  be  for  discriminating  duties  every  one  not 
blind  must  see.  [Here  he  quoted  the  message].  But 
whether  he  really  was  so,  he  must  leave  to  the  pre- 
sident’s friends.  The  advocates  of  protection  were 
welcome  to  his  aid.  But  what  had  the  house  to  do 
with  his  personal  views  in  the  matter?  How  often 
must  this  opinion  of  the  president  be  lugged  into 
that  house?  How  far  would  the  subserviency  of 
some  gentlemen  carry  them?  Must  the  views  of  the 
executive  be  consulted  on  every  trifling  matter,  even 
to  the  question  of  referring  a paper  to  a committee? 
It  ill  became  the  representatives  of  a free  people 
and  a great  party,  whose  motto  had  been  resistance 
to  executive  dictation.  He  admitted  the  president 
was  for  protection — not  that  exactly — but  that  he 
said  he  was;  but  he  denied  that  therefore  this  sub- 
ject must  go  to  the  committee  on  manufactures.  Un- 
less this  was  resisted,  that  house  would  at  length  be- 
come a mere  “bed  of  justice”  to  register  executive 
edicts. 

One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
from  the  Pittsburgh  district.  That  gentleman  had 
done  his  best  to  convert  this  matter  of  reference  into 
a party  question.  He  had  called  on  the  whig  party 
— a party  in  which  the  gentleman  had,  it  seemed, 
lost  all  confidence — to  protect  domestic  industry. 
He  would  ask  that  gentleman  whether  the  whig  par- 
ty alone  in  Pennsylvania  were  for  protection?  Or 
whether  there  was  not  a great  democratic  party  who 
advocated  it  in  Jackson’s  day,  and  afterwards  ran  a 
man  for  president  who  had  voted  for  the  high  pro- 
tective tariff  of  1828?  And  whether  he  had  been 
defeated? 

Had  the  whig  parly  ever  pledged  itself,  as  a par- 
ty, in  favor  of  protection?  No.  But  there  was  one 
pledge  which  it  had  openly  made  in  every  state,  and 
county,  and  city,  and  hamlet  of  the  land — a pledge 
to  give  the  country  a fiscal  agent,  and  to  reform  the 
currency.  He  called  on  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Irwin)  to  come  up  to  his  pledge — to 
reform  the  currency — and  that  without  regard  to 
executive  dictation.  Was  the  gentleman  ready  to 
redeem  that  pledge?  When  he  had  done  that,  it 
would  be  in  somewhat  better  taste  to  call  on  the 
whigs  to  protect  domestic  industry.  But  the  gentle- 
man was  mistaken.  The  tariff  never  would  or  could 
become  a party  question,  and  so  he  would  find. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Linn)  had 
spoken  not  very  respectfully  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton),  who  had  moved 
this  resolution.  Though  that  gentleman  was  not  of 
Mr.  R’s  party,  he  thanked  him  heartily  for  the  mo- 
tion he  had  made.  It  would  show,  if  the  gentle- 
man’s subsequent  course  corresponded  to  it,  that  this 
could  no  more  be  made  a party  question  than  could 
abolition. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  11.  disclaimed  to  “speak  for  the 
south” — he  had  heard  that  done  tili  he  had  been  often 
disgusted — but  he  would  say  that  he  believed  there 
was  a large  portion  of  the  people  of  these  United 
States  who  while  they  did  not  themselves  ask  for 
protection  of  any  kind,  did  not  intend  to  submit  to 
unequal  and  onerous  exaction. 

Mr.  Bailer,  of  S.  Carolina,  considered  it  of  very 
little  importance  to  which  committee  the  reference, 
of  this  portion  of  the  message  should  be  made.  So 
far  as  the  composition  of  the  two  committees  was 
concerned,  there  was  little  difference  in  them;  but, 
on  the  ground  of  principle,  all  questions  relating  to 
revenue  should  properly  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Sollers),  had 
a very  summary  method  of  disposing  of  all  particu- 
lars in  the  way  of  his  conclusions.  He  had  made 
allusions  to  the  state  of  South  Carolina-  He  had 


said  that  state  was  occupied  bv  a few  heretical  theo- 
ries; but  he  had  not  examined  them;  he  had  declar- 
ed, in  simple  denunciation  only,  that  the  opinions  en- 
tertained in  Sow tli  Carolina  were  ridiculous  and  ab- 
surd. He  had  not  only  not  examined  the  character 
and  principles  of  South  Carolina,  but  he  had  misre- 
presented them.  There  was  no  party  in  South  Caro- 
lina that  was  hostile  to  manufactures,  or  disposed  to 
destroy  or  demolish  them.  They  were  as  friendly  to 
manufactures  as  any  portion  of  this  country;  but  not 
so  friendly  to  them  as  to  he  willing  to  have  their  in- 
terests taxed  for  the  benefit  of  manufactures — as  to 
be  willing  to  see  manufactures  forced  into  existence 
by  destroying  all  other  interests.  They  were  willing 
to  see  manufactures  live  and  flourish,  and  no  people 
would  rejoice  more  at  it;  hut  they  were  unwilling  to 
see  it  done  at  the  expense  of  their  interests.  Gen- 
tlemen had  taken  occasion  to  allude  to  the  course  of 
South  Carolina  on  this  subject  in  such  a manner  as 
clearly  proved  that  they  did  not  understand  her  prin- 
ciples. If,  in  the  examination  of  the  course  that 
has  been  taken  by  South  Carol  ina,  they  attacked  her 
principles,  let  it  be  done  with  fair  argument  and  rea- 
soning, and  not  with  denunciation. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Slade)  did  not 
understand  the  principles  of  South  Carolina,  or  ap- 
preciate her  patriotism  or  devotion  to  the  interest  of 
the  whole  union.  That  gentleman  had  taken  for 
his  text  certainly  a very  isolated  fact,  that  the  mes- 
sage of  every  president  of  the  United  States  since 
the  organization  of  government  had  favored  pro- 
tection; and  on  that  had  brought  up  an  argument 
that  manufactures  were  to  be  protected.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  had  listened  with  great  attention  to  hear  either 
gentleman  say  what  he  meant  by  protection:  and  he 
had  not  heard  it  alluded  to  yet.  Did  they  mean  to 
carry  the  duties  beyond  twenty  per  cent. — or  lay  the 
whole  burden  on  a few  articles,  and  leave  others 
free?  If  they  did,  he  protested  against  it.  So  far  as 
they  were  concerned  in  South  Carolina,  they  would 
not  discriminate  against  manufactures,  nor  in  favor 
of  manufactures:  they  were  disposed  to  have  the 
manufacturing,  agricultural,  and  commercial  inte- 
rests stand  on  their  own  footing;  they  were  unwilling 
to  be  taxed  to  support  any  class  of  manufactures. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  one  subject  he  had 
hoped  would  have  been  kept  out  of  consideration. 
One  gentleman  had  said  that  in  any  question  in 
which  slave  and  free  labor  might  he  concerned,  he 
would  make  a discrimination  in  favor  of  free  labor? 
He  (Mr.  B.)  would  not  regard  this  otherwise  than 
robbery.  The  highway  robber  never  uttered  a 
broader  principle  of  plunder  and  robbery  than  this, 
from  gentlemen  knowing  that  they  (the.  south)  were 
guarantied  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  the  full  possession  of  this  property,  and  that  this 
property  should  be  secure  to  them;  that  they  were 
to  be  allowed  the  same  privileges  under  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  was  the  ground  on  which  this  constitu- 
tion was  ratified  by  South  Carolina,  that  they  (the 
north)  had  with  respect  to  their  free  labor.  And 
now  the  unblushing  effrontery  was  exercised  by  the 
gentleman,  to  come  on  this  floor,  and  say  that  ho 
would  disregard  all  these  obligations,  and  destroy 
their  property,  sooner  than  his  favorite  interests 
should  not  be  protected. 

Mr.  Linn  requested  the  floor  for  an  explanation; 
which  being  granted,  he  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  been  either  very  inattentive,  or 
had  entirely  forgotten  what  he,  (Mr.  L.)  had  said. 
He  did  not  in  the  first  instance,  or  finally,  make  the 
distinction  between  slave  and  free  labor.  He  had 
expressed  his  regret  that  this  issue  was  so  unneces- 
sarily made  before  them  on  this  and  kindred  ques- 
tions; and  had  then  said  if  this  issue  must  be  made — 
if  in  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff-  the  question  was, 
which  system  shall  you  support,  the  free  or  slave 
system?  he  felt  bound,  in  conscience,  to  go  in  favor 
of  the  free  system;  and  he  trusted,  as  an  American 
citizen,  lie  might  be  permitted  to  avow  these  princi- 
ples on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Butler  continued.  He  had  not  misunderstood 
the  gentleman.  The  gentleman  had  put  the  condi- 
tion that  if  this  question  were  raised,  lie  should  take 
the  side  which  lie  said  lie  was  bound  to  take  in  phi- 
lanthropy; it  was  against  this  sentiment  that  he,  (Mr. 
B.)  had  contended — a sentiment  which  common  ho- 
nesty, good  faith,  and  ai!  regard  to  constitutional  ob- 
ligations would  never  sanction.  No  man  who  had 
watched  the  course  of  things  in  this  government  and 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  constitution  was  ra- 
tified by  the  states,  could  deny  the  fact  that  slave 
labor  came  into  this  government  exactly  on  the  very 
footing  with  other  labor. 

The.  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Randolph), 
and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Irwin), 
had  called  on  the  whigs  of  the  south  to  rally  under 
their  standard,  and  support  protection.  He,  (Mr.  B.) 
as  one  of  the  whig  party,  never  appeared  with  such 
a standard:  he  recognised  none  such,  he  had  come 
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forward  to  correct  the  abuses  of  this  government, 
which  they,  (the  whigs),  believed  had  crept  into 
every  crevice  and  department  of  this  government; 
but  he  had  never  expected  to  be  hailed  by  gentlemen 
from  the  north,  in  this  bold  and  barefaced  effrontery, 
to  come  forward  and  assist  them  in  laying  taxes  on 
the  south  for  the  benefit  of  northern  labor.  Gentle- 
men had  said  they  were  for  protecting  domestic  la- 
bor, meaning  to  exclude  slave  labor.  They  would 
say,  as  a gentleman  had  remarked  yesterday,  that 
South  Carolina  might  be  considered  in  this  country 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  but  not  when  the  ques- 
tion of  free  and  slave  labor  was  considered.  All  du- 
ties laid  by  this  government  on  foreign  articles  were 
to  that  extent  a benefit  and  assistance  to  domestic 
manufactures,  whether  the  duty  was  ten,  fifteen, 
twenty,  or  twenty-five  per  cent.  The  moment  they 
carried  the  duty  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  of  foreign  articles,  it  was  exclusive- 
ly a duty  for  protection  and  not  for  revenue,  and  the 
very  object  of  government  would  be  directed  to  the 
protection  of  manufactures.  As  understood,  the  ques- 
tion now  submitted  was,  whether,  in  this  adjustment 
of  the  tariff',  they  would  confine  it  to  the  purpose  of 
raising  revenue  necessary  for  the  most  economical 
administration  of  government. 

Thus  far  he  was  as  willing  to  go  as  any  body;  he 
was  in  favor  of  such  a tariff’;  but  the  moment  they 
transcended  it,  they  carried  duties  so  high  as  not 
only  to  destroy  revenue,  but  exclude  foreign  articles, 
and  this  he  could  never  sanction. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  protection  the  soulh 
receives  on  her  cotton;  bu  t he  had  heard  no  gentle- 
man pretend  to  intimate  that  this  was  not  merely  a 
nominal  duty.  Whence  might  the  south  expect  to 
meet  competition  for  her  cotton?  It  had  been  said, 
from  the  East  Indies;  but  this  was  not  now  the  case, 
and  it  was  not  probable  it  soon  would  be.  The  duty 
on  cotton  was  merely  a nominal  duty.  The  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Slade),  had  gone  into  dis- 
tant futurity,  and  prognosticated  what  would  be  the 
state  of  the  case  hereafter.  He  had  differed  with 
some  in  one  particular;  he  had  not  definitely  fixed 
the  time  when  the  event  would  happen,  but  had  said 
“the  time  was  not  far  distant”  when  the  south  would 
ppear  in  this  hall  with  appeals  for  the  protection  of 
lanufactures.  He,  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  say  whether 
the  gentleman  was  correct,  but  he  now  saw  no  indi- 
cations of  the  kind  whatever. 

One  question  that  had  arisen  in  this  discussion 
was,  whether  the  president,  in  his  annual  communi- 
cation, had  favored  protection  or  only  recommended 
a tariff' for  revenue.  This  was  perfectly  immaterial. 
So  far  as  he,  (Mr.  B.)  was  concerned,  he  professed 
to  be  governed  by  no  opinion  the  president  might  de- 
clare here  or  elsewhere.  If  the  former  history  of 
his,  (the  president’s  life),  had  been  against  protec- 
tion, Mr.  B.  should  regret  that  since  his  elevation  to 
the  presidency  he  should  have  changed  his  opinion, 
and  fallen  into  the  councils  of  other  people,  so  that 
they  might  not  have  the  benefit  of  his  aid  in  opposi- 
tion to  protection. 

Mr.  Jhttler  having  concluded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sollers,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  22.  Mr.  Cushing  rose  and  gave 
notjee  that  he  would  hereafter  ask  to  bring  in  a bill 
regulating  commercial  intercourse  with  the  port  of 
Cayenne,  in  the  colony  of  French  Guiana,  and  to  re- 
mit certain  duties. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  that  branch 
of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  providing  for  the 
reference  of  the  annual  message  of  the  president 
which  Mr.  Atherton  had  heretofore  moved  to  amend. 

Mr.  Marshall  observed  that  it  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
involve  any  difficulty,  or  justly  to  authorise  the  ex- 
tent of  debate  to  which  it  had  given  rise:  it  was  a 
simple,  question  of  reference,  which,  in  itself,  involv- 
ed no  declaration  of  principle  in  relation  to  the  me- 
rits, either  on  one  side  or  the  other,  of  the  much  de- 
bated question  of  the  tariff'.  It  was  a mere  question 
of  parliamentary  propriety,  as  bet  ween  two  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  house,  to  which  of  them 
a certain  portion  of  an  executive  communication 
should  be  sent.  To  Mr.  M.  it  appeared  that  an  exa- 
mination of  the  language  employed  by  the  president 
in  the  communication  referred  to  must  at  once  settle 
the  matter.  [Here  he  quoted  from  the  message  the 
passages  referring  to  an  increase  of  duties.]  In  these 
passages  he  understood  the  president  as  intending  to 
intimate  it  as  his  opinion  that,  although  duties  should 
in  no  case  be  laid  beyond  the  amount  of  revenue  ac- 
tually needed  by  the  government,  yet  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  them  congress  might  legitimately  have  an  es- 
pecial eye  to  the  protection  of  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country,  and  might  so  frame  its  legislation 
that  the  taxes  needed  by  the  treasury  might  inciden- 
tally contribute  to  that  end.  If  that  was  the  opinion  of 
the  president,  and  congress  was  called  upon  by  him 
• to  lay  revenue  duties  with  a view  to  guard  the  do- 
mestic  industry  of  the  people,  without  transcending 


the  amount  needed  by  the  exigencies  of  the  treasury, 
could  there  be  any  question  that  the  committee  on 
manufactures  was  the  appropriate  committee  to  which 
to  send  the  portion  of  the  message  containing  such 
recommendation. 

There  could  be  nothing  so  fatal  to  the  peace  and 
to  the  union  of  these  states  as  the  agitation  of  ques- 
tions in  which  the  interests  of  slave  labor  should  be 
set  in  opposition  to  those  of  free  labor — in  which  a 
line  was  drawn  between  different  sections  of  the 
union,  as  if  their  interests  were  hostile  to  each  other. 
And  the  idea  was  attempted  to  be  established  that 
the  government  of  this  country  could  not  exert  the 
power  conferred  upon  it  by  the  constitution  to  esta- 
blish a uniform  system  for  the  regulation  of  commerce 
without  arraying  onc-half  the  country  against  the 
other,  and  benefiting  the  one  at  the  expense  of  the 
other.  Mr.  M’s  views  of  the  general  subject  were 
widely  different.  The  fact  that  slavery  prevailed  in 
a portion  of  the  land,  and  not,  in  another  portion,  ta- 
ken in  connexion  with  the  diversity  of  products  and 
of  pursuits  among  different  portions  of  the  country, 
had  always  struck  him  as  one  of  the  strongest  possi- 
ble cements  of  our  national  union.  What  furnished 
a more  certain  foundation  for  the  interests  of  com- 
merce than  such  a diversity?  Or  what  has  proved  a 
surer  basis  for  peace  and  amity  among  different  na- 
tions of  the  world? 

In  theory  the  doctrine  of  free  trade  was,  he  con- 
fessed, very  imposing.  And  if  theory  and  philosophy 
had  the  remodelling  of  all  the  states  and  governments 
of  the  world;  if  a political  economist  were  set  up  by 
common  consent  as  judge  over  all  the  earth;  if  all 
national  rivalries,  and  national  antipathies  and  enmi- 
ties and  prejudices  could  be  softened  down  by  the 
mere  force  of  reason,  then  indeed  it  might  do  to 
adopt  the  maxim  that  industry  and  capital  must  be 
let  alone — that  capital  would  find  out  such  invest- 
ment as  was  most  profitable,  and  industry  would  disco- 
ver that  application  of  its  powers  which  was  most 
productive,  and  legislation  might  look  on  with  folded 
hands  and  admire  the  free  working  of  the  system. — 
Yes,  it  would  be  a beautiful  spectacle;  we  should 
have  a perfect  Utopia  of  a world.  True,  one  nation 
would  still  be  richer  than  another,  from  mere  natu- 
ral advantages  of  position,  of  extent,  of  climate  and 
of  soil.  But,  alas!  political  economists  were  unable 
thus  to  arrange  things.  No  mere  theorist  was  set  up 
as  umpire  to  settle  all  questions  among  the  nations. 
Nations,  ever  since  their  existence,  had  been  con- 
tending, struggling  for  pre-eminence,  and  they  were 
at  it  still.  If  we  went  to  the  English  authors,  they 
would  inculcate  upon  us  the  fair  and  beautiful  doc- 
trines of  free  trade,  and  to  hear  them  one  would  sup- 
pose that  no  other  policy  had  ever  been  thought  of  in 
Britain.  But,  when  we  looked  at  the  actual  policy 
of  England,  did  we  find  free  trade?  Did  England 
leave  capital  and  industry  to  seek  their  own  ohannels 
and  find  their  own  investment?  How  had  that  empire 
attained  to  her  present  vast  height  of  prosperity  and 
power?  By  giving  every  practicable  protection  and 
encouragement  to  the  industry  of  her  people;  by  at- 
tracting and  domesticating  to  her  utmost  ability  the 
manufactures  of  the  whole  world.  No  sooner  did  a 
new  branch  of  manufacture  rise  up  in  any  part  of  Eu- 
rope, than  England  tempted  those  who  practised  it, 
by  protective  duties,  by  bounties,  by  personal  rewards, 
by  every  seductive  means  within  her  reach,  to  settle 
in  England.  And  no  sooner  was  the  exotic  planted 
on  her  shores  than  it  was  sure  to  receive  the  foster- 
ing parental  care  of  the  government,  till  it  had  struck 
its  roots  firmly  into  the  soil,  and  attained  a firm  lux- 
uriant growth;  and  by  this  policy,  steadily  pursued, 
she  had  risen  to  her  present  national  strength  and 
greatness. 

But  we  were  exhorted  to  throw  open  our  ports  to 
all  the  world;  we  were  to  welcome  the  products  of 
every  foreign  nation,  to  receive  all  they  chose  to  send, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  excluded,  with  watch- 
ful unsleeping  jealousy,  every  one  of  our  products 
whenever  they  had  any  similar  ones  of  their  own  to 
foster.  This  was  a pretty  system  of  free  trade! — 
America  has  a staple,  for  example,  which  she  would 
exchange  with  Great  Britain  for  British  manufac- 
tures; but  Britain  hermetically  seals  her  ports  against 
it,  and  we  are  still  to  go  and  buy  of  her,  and  call  it 
“free  trade.”  The  theory  of  these  political  philoso- 
phers might  come  nearer  the  truth  had  all  nations, 
in  the  race  of  commercial  rivalry,  started  at  once; 
but  when  we  entered  on  the  course,  we  found  Great 
Britain,  with  a capital  the  growth  of  centuries,  guard- 
ing her  own  manufactures  by  every  possible  legisla- 
tive device,  strengthening  the  arm  of  her  power  at 
home,  and  covering  her  domestic  labor  by  the  strong 
arm  of  government,  in  every  case  where  it  could 
come  in  competition  w ith  that  of  foreigners  engaged 
in  the  same  occupations.  Under  such  circumstances, 
would  gentlemen  preach  to  us  the  theories  of  free 
trade?  It  was  vain  to  say  that  capital  and  industry 
would  ever  flow  into  the  channels  of  manufacturing 


production  of  themselves,  unaided  by  the  protection 
of  legislation;  without  governmental  protection  in 
their  incipient  stages,  manufactures  never  could  exist. 
Our  soil  might  be  fully  opened  and  cultivated,  and  a 
large  redundant  population  might  grow  up  upon  our 
soil,  yet  these  extra  hands  never  could  become  ma- 
nufacturers unless  under  the  safeguard  of  legal  pro- 
tection. And  why?  Because  the  moment  theyT  should 
commence  any  branch  of  domestic  manufacture,  the 
foreign  capitalist,  whose  capital  was  invested  in  that 
manufacture,  and  who  had  heretofore  supplied  our 
own  market,  would  put  forth  his  whole  strength  to 
crush  the  infant  rival,  and  crushed  it  must  be  unless  . 
the  arm  of  government  intervened  to  shield  it. 

Mr.  M.  wanted  to  sec  the  day  when,  under  the 
protecting  arms  of  the  government,  extended  over 
every  branch  of  our  own  domestic  industry,  (and  here 
he  knew  the  danger  of  running  his  head  against  the 
“compromise  act,”)  all  that  could  bo  produced  to  meet 
the  wants  of  this  nation  should  be  produced  here — 
upon  her  own  soil.  The  home  market  was  the  best 
of  all  markets.  When  we  bartered  with  foreigners, 
a portion  of  the  profit,  perhaps  the  larger  portion, 
went  into  the  pocket  of  the  foreigner.  But  if  we 
traded  with  our  own  people,  the  profit  was  American, 
all  around.  If  we  traded  with  an  Englishman,  half 
the  profit  v/ent  to  England;  but  when  a man  of  the 
south  traded  with  his  brother  in  New  England,  Ame- 
rica got  the  whole — double  the  amount  was  made  and 
saved  to  the  nation. 

Ay,  but  how  would  all  this  interfere  with  the  com- 
promise act?  And  what  was  the  compromise  act?  It 
was  a law  passed  in  1833,  fixing  a uniform  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  all  imports  after  a certain  day, 
but  very  generously  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  fix  the  rate  higher  or  lower,  if  the  necessities 
of  the  government  should  require  or  permit,  accord- 
ing to  the  excess  or  the  depletion  of  the  treasury. 
Why  so  much  sensibility  had  been  exhibited  in 
connexion  with  this  law  Mr.  M.  had  never  been  able 
to  understand.  For  his  own  part,  even  if  the  lav/  had 
contained  no  such  saving  clause,  no  such  reserve  of 
power  to  the  government  to  vary  the  rate  of  duty,  he 
should  deny  its  authority  in  Into  as  a rule  to  bind  the 
legislation  of  congress.  He  denied  the  power  of  any 
one  congress  to  clothe  a law  of  its  enactment  with  a 
constitutional  sanction  and  sacredness  for  all  future 
time.  As  a temporary  expedient — as  a means  of 
soothing  and  allaying  political  and  sectional  exaspe- 
ration, it  might  be  all  very  well;  it  might  even  have 
been  wise  for  the  time  then  present.  South  Carolina 
held  toward  the  general  government  an  attitude  al- 
most of  open  hostility;  and  the  executive  of  that  day — 
than  whom,  in  popularity  and  in  power,  there  never 
had  lived  a greater  upon  earth — -had  put  his  hand 
upon  his  sword,  and  threatened  to  turn  its  edge  upon 
the  south.  Great  men,  on  either  side,  were  identified 
with  the  controversy,  and  its  progress  had  involved 
the  whole  country  in  a state  of  high  and  alarming  ex- 
asperation. It  was  feared  by  good  and  wise  men 
that  the  peace  of  the  union  might  be  endangered;  and 
under  such  an  ominous  juncture  of  circumstances  this 
compromise  bill  became  a law.  As  a measure  of 
policy,  as  a preventive  of  evil,  it  was  wise,  consider- 
ing the  times,  But,  to  meet  us  at  this  day,  in  1842, 
and  tell  us  that  a law  passed  in  1833  has  power  to 
bind  this  government  to  all  eternity,  as  a compact — 
as  an  organic,  fundamental  law — was  to  advance  a 
proposition  to  which  Mr.  M.  never  would  yield  his 
assent.  He  never  would  recognise  the  power  of  that 
act  so  to  bind  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  Ac- 
cording to  the  fluctuations  of  circumstances,  of  policy 
— yes,  even  of  public  opinion  alone — that  law  was 
repealable;  the  power  of  congress  to  repeal  it  was  in- 
disputable. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  laying 
duties  beyond  the  amount  required  for  revenue,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  protection.  The  propriety  of 
that  was  a debateablc  question;  and  much  might  be 
said,  and  had  been  said,  on  both  sides.  The  power 
to  regulate  commerce  had  been  absolutely  and  uncon- 
ditionally confided  to  this  general  government.  And 
when  we  would  inquire  what  commerce  was,  we 
must  refer  to  the  universal  sentiments  of  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  And  why  grant  a power  to  “regulate”  it? 
The  history  of  the  world  would  prove  that  the  most 
arduous  struggles  had  in  all  ages  taken  place  in  re- 
ference to  it,  and  that  the  sword  had  often  been  drawn 
to  settle  the  controversy.  The  framers  of  the  consti- 
tution were  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
past;  and  when  preparing  a frame  of  organic  law  for 
this  young,  this  nascent  nation — the  long  vista  of  fu- 
ture grandeur,  power  and  wealth,  the  fruit  of  success- 
ful industry,  rose  before  their  view,  and  with  a wise 
forecast  they  inserted  this  provision  as  a means  of 
arming  the  government  with  power  to  resist  the  at- 
tacks of  foreign  rivalry;  and  the  government  must 
have  been  powerless  without  it.  But  for  this,  and 
Great  Britain  would  at  this  day  be  the  regulator  of 
the  commerce  of  this  nation.  Nothing  could  have 


284 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  1,  1842— CONGRESS. 


prove,  ied  or  resisted  it.  And  thus,  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  our  great  national  interests  would  have 
been  in  the  hands,  and  subject  to  the  will  and  plea- 
sure, of  a foreign  government. 

If  it  should  so  happen  that  Great  Britain  should 
o-et  some  country  to  furnish  her  with  the  staples  of 
the  southern  states  on  better  terms  than  they  can- 
should  she  open  for  herself  a better  and  a cheaper 
supply  of  cotton,  for  example,  so  as  not  only  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  want  of  her  own  looms,  but  actually 
to  bring  it  here  and  undersell  those  states  in  the  Ame- 
rican market — he  rather  imagined  the  doctrines  of 
southern  gentlemen  on  this  floor  would  be  a little 
changed,  (as  they  had  been  changed  several  times 
heretofore).  Oh,  how  easy  it  would  then  be  to  prove 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  government  to  protect  our 
home  industry!  Yes:  should  Britain  ever  become  in- 
dependent of  this  country  for  her  supply,  how  quickly 
would  southern  philosophers  discover  it  to  be  the 
easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  prove  that  the  industry 
of  the  south  should  be  protected  by  government! 
Mr.  M.  was  himself  from  the  south.  He  came  from 
a slave  state;  aud  he  supposed  he  should,  in  that  ease, 
be  told  by  his  northern  friends,  “This  won’t  do:  we 
can  get  cotton  as  good  and  cheaper  from  England: 
we  must  have  free  trade:  we  must  go  where  we  can 
buy  the  cheapest.  If  you  compel  us  to  buy  cotton  in 
the  southern  states,  you  tax  us  unjustly  for  their 
benefit:  we  never  will  submit  to  it.”  And  what 
would  he  do?  Admit  their  doctrine?  No.  He  would 
answer  them,  “No,  gentlemen:  the  south  must  not  be 
left  to  perish.  She  constitutes  a glorious  part  of  this 
great  confederacy.  Her  lands  must  not  be  left  to 
run  to  waste;  her  slaves  must  not  be  left  in  idleness; 
her  gentlemen  must  not  be  broken  down  and  ruined. 
No:  you  shall  buy  at  home — you  must  get  your  cotton 
from  Charleston,  and  Savannah,  and  Mobile.  You 
shall  not  break  one-half  this  union,  to -throw  all  the 
profits  of  your  business  into  the  hands  of  a foreign 
nation.”  That  was  what  he  would  say  to  New  Eng- 
land in  such  a case.  And  if  southern  gentlemen 
would  consider  it  sound  reasoning  then,  why  was  it 
not  equally ^sound  now? 

Now  their  cry  was,  “Let  us  alone — let  us  buy 
where  we  can  buy  cheapest — you  force  us  to  buy 
from  a home  market,  when  we  prefer  a market 
abroad — you  violate  free  trade — you  tax  us  for  live 
benefit  of  Yankee  manufactures.”  That  was  now  the 
argument — tiiat  was  now  the  southern  doctrine.  And 
Mr.  M.  said  he  thought  he  had  gone  a good  way  to 
say  that,  admitting  their  position  to  be  correct,  lie 
was  willing  to  “go  the  whole  hog,”  and  compel  New 
England  to  protect  their  cotton.  But  such  was  not 
the  true  doctrine  of  protection.  The  Yankees,  owing 
to  their  peculiar  national  character  and  condition, 
were  as  weil  calculated  to  become  a manufacturing 
people  as  any  in  the  world,  and  they  could  furnish 
to  the  south  whatever  the  south  needed  on  better 
terms  than. any  body  else;  and  protection  extended  to 
them  was  merely  protecting  private  and  domestic 
capital  against  the  hostile  policy  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. Manufactures,  if  they  were  to  flourish,  must 
at  first  be  nourished,  guarded,  courted,  fondled  dur- 
ing their  childhood.  Mr.  M.  would  here  assert  that 
there  never  had  been  a nation  on  earth  which  had 
succeeded  in  establishing  manufactures  among  its 
people  without  making  their  protection  the  business 
of  their  legislation,  and  apart  of  their  national  policy. 

England  had,  at  this  day,  the  finest  marine  perhaps 
in  the  world,  And  look  at  her  celebrated  “naviga- 
tion act,”  a law  imwhidh,  with  the  most  jealous 'anxie- 
ty, she  fostered  the  interest  of  her  own  naval  archi- 
tecture against  that  of  all  other  nations.  So  obvious, 
so  palpable  was  the  benefit  to  her  of  such  a policy, 
that  even  Adam  Smith  himself,  the  great  advocate  of 
free  trade  and  its  kindred  doctrines,  even  he  was 
compelled  to  admit  that  the  policy  of  that  act  was 
sound,  and  went  to  make  Britain  the  first  maritime 
nation  of  the  world.  Yet  tier  carrying  trade  might 
have  been  conducted  on  cheaper  terms  in  Dutch  bot- 
toms; but  she  was  wisely  content  to  pay  that  small  addi- 
tional difference  for  Ihe  sake  of  insuring  permanent 
greatness,  and  making  her  marine  the  envy  and  admira- 
tion of  the  world.  This  was  the  course  of  G.  Britain. 
All  nations  were  made  stipendiary  to  her.  It,  was 
her  unvarying  maxim  never  to  buy  any  thing  she 
could  make.  She  was  for  manufacturing  every  thing, 
ay,  and  for  raising  the  raw  material  also  where  she 
could  do  it.  Hence  it  was  that  she  had  grown  to 
such  a stupendous  height,  and  seemed  endeavoring  to 
stretch  her  arms  and  encircle  the  globe  itself  in  the 
embrace  of  her  power. 

. The  question  of  protection,  Mr.  M.  considered  as 

virtually  the  question  of  national  independence. 

Without  this,  England  would  keep  us  dependent  upon 
her  forever. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  no  enemy  to  southern  labor 
when  advocating  the  protection  of  the  labor  of  the 
north.  He  never,  for  his  part,  had  been  able  to  look 
upon  the  people  of  the  north  as  the  natural  enemies 


of  the  people  of  the  cotton  growing  regions  of  the 
south.  He  knew  that  southern  men  called  them 
“Yankees;”  but  they  were  Americans,  our  brethren 
and  fellow  citizens.  With  some  southern  people  the 
term  “Yankee”  was  but  another  name  for  “enemy.” 
But  who  had  shed  the  first  blood  in  our  struggle  for 
freedom?  The  first  trigger  that  ever  had  been  drawn 
in  this  iund  in  resistance  of  British  tyranny  had  been 
drawn  by  a Yankee  finger;  and  they  had  followed  out 
the  feeling  and  acted  on  the  same  principle  from  that 
time  to  this.  The  policy  of  the  country  had  repeat- 
edly shifted,  but  the  New  England  man  had  conform- 
ed himself  to  its  several  changes,  and  had  thriven  un- 
der them  all.  He  had  worked  so  hard  and  lived  so 
economically,  and  conducted  his  business  so  prudently 
that  the  government  could  not  crush  him,  do  what  it 
would;  and  its  course  had  sometimes  looked  very 
much  as  if  it  was  intended  to  accomplish  that  very 
end.  New  England  had  at  one  time  possessed  a great 
and  flourishing  commerce. 

Our  neutrality  during  the  convulsions  of  Europe 
threw  the  carrying  trade  into  her  hands,  and  it  prov- 
ed. a rich  harvest  to  her.  But  at  last  this  government 
had  itself  gone  to  war,  and  all  this  trade  of  the  enter- 
prising Yankee  was  at  once  prostrated;  his  profits 
ceased,  and  his  ships  were  left  to  rot  at  the  wharves. 
Well,  what  did  he  do?  Despair?  No;  you  did  not 
catch  the  New  England  man  despairing.  The  country 
had  at  that  day  no  manufactures.  He  conceived  the 
idea  of  attempting  to  supply  the  want;  and  from  very 
small  and  feeble  beginnings  the  system  of  New  En- 
gland manufactures  grew  up  and  prospered  under  a 
war  to  which  the  New  Englander  had  been  utterly 
opposed.  At  length  peace  came  and  found  the  Yan- 
kee growing  fat  on  his  manufactures.  (But  here, 
said  Mr.  M.  let  it  not  be  understood  I agreed  with 
him  about  the  war;  oh  no;  I was  a war  man;  the 
Lord  forbid  that  any  body  should  think  me  other- 
wise)! [A  laugh.]  But  peace  came  and  there  was 
a system  of  manufactures.  The  jealousy  of  Great 
Britain  at  once  awoke;  she  saw  a rising  rival,  and 
prepared  to  destroy  it.  The  manufacturers  asked 
the  protection  of  government.  But  then  was  in- 
stantly heard  the  same  cry  now  so  loudly  raised. 
Our  own  labor  must  be  crushed;  it  must  be  aban- 
doned to  its  fate;  it  would  be  the  very  essence  of 
tyranny  to  protect  the  infant  against  the  attack  of 
the  full  grown  and  powerful  rival;  for  it  is  a part  of 
the  state  rights  doctrine  to  withhold  the  protecting 
aid  of  government  in  any  shape,  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

Oh!  exclaimed  Mr.  M.  if  I should  live  to  sec  the 
day  when  all  things  that  are  needed  for  human  use 
arid  comfort  shall  be  produced,  and  bought,  and  sold 
within  the  United  States — when  all  our  mines  shall 
have  been  opened,  all  our  rich  mountains  explored 
and  covered  with  sheep  walks  for  the  use  of  our  own 
manufacturing  establishments — when  every  Ameri- 
can citizen,  let  him  eat,  and  wear,  and  consume, 
and  use  whatever  he  desires  to  make  him  happy,  shall 
find  it  all  here — here,  upon  our  own  soil,  within  our 
own  boundary!  Then,  though  the  wrath  of  God 
should  be  let  loose  upon  the  nations  of  the  old  world— 
though  Europe  should  reel  and  tremble  beneath  his 
blows,  and  Britain’s  fast  anchored  isle  should  go 
down,  and  sink  in  the  mighty  deep,  and  we  remain  so 
unmoved,  so  seif-supplied,  as  not  to  feel  the  loss— 
this,  this  would  be,  to  me  the  very  realization  of  Ame- 
rican independence  and  prosperity.  But  this  country 
is  not  and  never  can  be  truly  independent,  so  long  as 
our  own  labor  and  our  own  capital  are  left  unprotect- 
ed. Never:  so  long  as  it  is  the  darling  object  of  our 
own  government  to  crush  the  industry  and  dash 
down  all  the  enterprise  of  those  it  should  protect  and 
foster. 

If  to  hold  that,  is  advocating  a protective  tariff — I 
can’t  help  it:  no — I can’t  help  it.  If  I am  a sinner,  1 
am  at  least  a bold  sinner.  If  to  feel  the  glow  of  one 
common  nation  in  my  bosom— if  to  hold  that  the  man 
who  resides  at  the  extreme  north  is  as  much  my  bro- 
ther as  the  cotton  planter  of  Georgia— if  this  is  hosti- 
lity to  the  south,  then  I am  her  enemy. 

But,  as  to  southern  rights,  let  no  man  lay  his  hands 
upon  them.  My  observation  in  life  has  taught  me  to 
believe  that  in  alldomestic  quarrels  there  are  usual- 
ly faults  on  both  sides.  And  I will  say  to  my  north- 
ern friends.  Why  be  eternally  striking  at  that  sore 
which,  God  knows,  is  sore  enough  without  blows 
from  you?  Why  keep  up  this  eternal  turmoil  and 
excitement,  about  abolition?  I can  conceive  of  no 
other  or  better  reason  for  it  than  the  man  gave  for 
beating  his  wife — “because  1 am  able  to  do  it.”  It 
was  dangerous,  he  knew,  to  attempt  to  prophecy,  but 
this  he  would  venture  to  predict:  if  ever  this  gorge- 
ous,  this  glorious  temple  to  human  freedom,  should/ 
be  pulled  down,  or  consumed,  that  was  the  thing  that/ 
would  do  it.  ] 

When  Americans  spoke  of  dissolving  the  union ' 
they  spoke  of  what  they  should  not— the  idea  was'' 
unnameab  e.  The  Greek  legislator  gave  it  for  area- 


son  for  providing  no  punishment  for  parricide,  that 
such  a crime  ought  never  to  be  mentioned;  but  if 
northern  gentlemen  chose  to  use  Ihcir  strength  for 
such  an  end  as  abolition,  this  union  must  crumble, 
come  w^at  might.  To  attempt  such  a thing  was  to 
violate  the  original  compact  of  all  the  states.  The 
slave  states  were  slave  states  before  this  union  existed. 
They  were  slave  states  when  the  Cavaliers  of  the  south 
first  joined  the  northern  Presbyterians  to  drive  back  the 
assaults  of  oppression.  When  Greene  and  Marion 
fought  side  by  side  in  the  ranks  of  armed  freemen 
for  the  protection  of  their  rights,  the  southern  states 
were  slavehoiding  states,  and  their  rights  as  slave- 
holders were  among  those  for  the  protection  of  which 
the  sword  of  the  revolution  was  drawn.  Southern 
institutions  vrere  solemnly  recognised  by  the  organic 
law  of  the  confederacy:  and  yet  gentlemen  now 
came  forward  and  insisted  that,  because  they  were 
the  stronger  party,  they  might  do  what  was  express- 
ly forbidden  by  the  original  compact  that  held  us 
all  together?  If  they  should  attempt  this,  it  would 
be  an  act  of  lawless  violence — an  act  which  could 
not,  which  ought  not,  and  which  would  not  be 
borne. 

On  this  subject  of  slavery,  Mr.  M.  said  he  might 
pursue  what  policy  he  pleased;  his  state  was  sove- 
reign and  could  act  her  pleasure.  For  himself,  he 
had  done  his  part  in  her  legislature  to  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  slaves  within  her  borders,  and  the 
exertions  of  himself  and  others  on  that  subject  had 
been  hitherto  successful.  So  far  as  Kentucky  was 
concerned  the  domestic  slave  trade  was  at  this  hour 
absolutely  prohibited.  Would  God  it  might  ever  re- 
main so!  But  that  was  their  alfair:  it  belonged  to 
themselves,  and  to  them  alone.  The  constitution  had 
thrown  its  consecration  round  the  rights  of  the  mas- 
ter, and,  thank  God,  no  power  on  earth  could  law- 
fully interfere  with  it. 

Why,  then,  must  the  northern  and  the  southern 
states  be  forever  waging  war  upon  each  other?  He 
must  believe,  himself,  there  were  faults  on  both 
sides.  As  a southern  man,  he  looked  upon  New 
England  as  an  essential  part  of  this  great  national 
union,  entitled  to  liberty  and  the  enjoyment  of  all 
her  social  rights.  To  crush  her,  to  attempt  to  strike 
her  down,  to  diminish  her  capital  and  ruin  her  ma- 
nufactures, was  to  sin  against  the  union.  Every 
blowr  struck  at  her  was  a blow  at  the  United  States^ 
But.,  on  the  other  hand,  he  spoke  what  he  knew 
when  he  warned  her,  by  all  her  responsibilities  to 
that  God  whom  New  England  men  were  so  proud  to 
acknowledge  and  to  believe  in,  by  all  their  sacred 
responsibilities  to  posterity,  to  beware  how  they 
stirred  a fire  which,  when  once  fully  enkindled, 
would  burn  to  the  utter  desolation  and  destruction 
of  all  that  was  dear  to  us  all.  They  knew  not  what 
they  did.  Men  who  had  been  born  and  lived  all  their 
lives  at  the  north,  knew  nothing  about  the  actual 
state  ofthings  in  a slaveholding  state,  or  in  the  south 
generally. 

If  Mr.  M.  had  rightfully  read  the  greatest  and  the 
best  of  books,  slavery  had  been  permitted  and  en- 
joined by  the  God  of  the  Jews,  the  great  Jehovah; 
and  it  had  existed  by  his  teleration  as  far  as  the  hu- 
man race  had  existed.  The  more  abstract  question 
was  uot  worth  debating. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  no  power  had  been  confided  to 
the  general  government  which  was  not  a power  £ver 
the  whole  union.  And  if  it  could  not  exercise  its 
power  of  regulating  commerce  without  injuring  some 
great  local  interest,  then  the  union  itself  ought  never 
to  have  existed. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  a brief  reference  to  the  hos- 
lility  of  the  letter  writers  against  him. 

Mr.  liketl,  having  obtained  the  floor,  offered  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton.) 

“With  instructions  that,  should  it  he  in  their  opi- 
nion expedient  to  lay  additional  duties,  they  shall  be 
f o bid  as  not,  to  discriminate  in  favor  of  any  particu- 
1 ir  class  of  industry  in  the  United  States.” 

And  the  question  now  being  on  the  amendment  to 
t ic  amendment. 

Mr.  Rhcil  said  the  observation  had  been  made  that 
1 e had  stated  lie  did  not  understand  how  a tariff  for 
r ’.venue  could  be  laid  compatibly  with  a tariff  for 
j rotection.  He  had  said  this  in  distinct  bearing  on 
i he  proposition  before  them,  and  that  if  a duty  for 
protection  was  incompatible  with  a strict  tariff  for 
t'evenue,  and  if  the  object  of  the  house  was  to  lay  a 
jluty  for  revenue,  it  would  appear  that  the  message 
/should  go  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  two  were  compatible,  it  might, 
without  any  great  violation  of  propriety,  be  sent  to 
the  committee  on  manufa'ctures.  He 'had  thrown 
out.  this  one  reason,  which  lie  thought  should  govern 
the  house  in  sending  it  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  Gentlemen  who  had  examined  this  propo- 
sition had  discussed  it,  in  the  usual  way  with  those 
who  were  unable  to  meet  an  argument:  they  had  re- 
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sorted  to  simple  denunciation.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Sutlers),  had  said  it  was  ridiculous, 
and  some  other  member  that  it  was  absurd;  yet  none 
of  them  had  met  the  proposition  and  endeavored  to 
show,  either  by  facts  or  reasoning,  that  it  was  unte- 
nable. He,  (Mr.  R.)  believed  it  to  be  strictly  true. 
There  were  those  who  contended  that  government 
has  the  the  power  in  itself  of  laying  a protective 
duty  on  the  ground  of  providing  “for  the  general 
welfare;”  and  others  who  claimed  this  as  an  incident 
to  the  power  of  protecting  commerce;  but  the  ground 
that  had  been  taken  in  justification  of  protective  du- 
ties by  all  who  had  preceded  him,  except  two  gen- 
tlemen, was  that  the  power  of  laying  duties  for  pro- 
tection was  incidentally  included  in  laying  duties  for 
revenue.  The  gentlemen  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Linn),  and  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Randolph),  had  said 
his,  [Mr.  R’s)  proposition  was  absurd,  and  proceed- 
ed from  the  error  of  not  properly  discriminating  be- 
tween protection  and  prohibition.  They  held  that 
while  you  cannot  lay  a duty  for  revenue  that  pro- 
duces prohibition,  you  may  lay  a duty  which  pro- 
duces protection.  [He  here  read  extracts  from  the 
reported  speeches.]  It  was  admitted  by  them,  if  the 
duty  was  pushed  up  to  prohibition,  it  would  destroy 
revenue.  Suppose  you  prohibit  importation  one-half, 
one-third,  or  one-fourth,  he  asked,  was  not  thus  re- 
venue destroyed  in  that  ratio?  Therefore,  taking  the 
gentlemen’s  proposition  that  prohibition  did  necessa- 
rily destroy  revenue,  and  therefore  a duty  proposing 
it  was  incompatible  with  revenue,  their  reasoning 
that  protection  and  revenue  were  compatible  was 
false.  Why  did  not  practical  gentlemen  go  into  de- 
tails and  facts  to  test  the  truth  of  their  principle? — 
He  would  take  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Linn),  and  go  through  the  process  of  protection 
and  prohibition. 

The  gentleman  had  supposed  that,  if  a tax  was 
laid  on  iron  of  $100,000,  the  foreign  manufacturer 
could  not  stand  it.  Why?  Because  government 
would  in  this  manner  make  the  price  of  the  commo- 
dity so  high  that  he  could  not  bring  it  here  and  sell 
it,  and  the  domestic  producer  would  be  enabled  to 
undersell  him.  Prohibition  did  not  at  once  go  into 
effect;  it  was  only  gradually  that  entire  prohibition 
accomplished  its  object.  He  exemplified  this  prin- 
ciple by  instancing  the  article  of  iron,  on  which,  if 
a duty  of  50  per  cent,  were  laid,  the  manufacturers 
■f  this  country  would  not  be  able  at  once  to  pro- 
duce the  domestic  article  in  sufficient  quantities;  at 
first,  they  might  not  produce  more  than  one-quarter 
of  the  supply,  and  would  increase  gradually  until 
they  produced  enough  for  the  demand,  when  the  sale 
of  foreign  iron  would  cease,  and  revenue  entirely 
cease;  and  he  asked  gentlemen  if,  when  entire  pro- 
hibition produced  destruction,  the  destruction  was 
not  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  prohibition?  Gen- 
tlemen need  not  call  the  part  protection,  and  the 
whole  prohibition;  it  was  prohibition  from  its  inci- 
picncy  up  to  its  consummation;  the  moment  they  be- 
gan protection,  they  placed  a lever  by  which  the 
foreign  article  must  be  worked  out  of  our  markets. 
What  was  prohibition?  To  keep  out  the  foreign  arti- 
cle; and,  if  they  kept  out  one-fourth  or  one-half  of 
it,  it  was  prohibition.  Protection  was  prohibition. 


This  was  not  a local  question,  but  was  as  wide  as  the  arm  of  the  government  was  fetched  to  the  sup- 
the  constitution,  as  sacred  as  the  union.  If  the  con-  port  of  any  interest,  prices  never  could  and  never 
stitution  did  not  on  either  of  these  broad  grounds  would  be  as  cheap  as  otherwise.  He  had  as  much 
justify  the  protecting  of  manufactures,  then  the  is-  | confidence  in  the  growing  greatness  of  our  country 
sue  presented  was,  shall  the  protective  policy  or  the  as  any  one.  Great  Britain  had  not  grown  great  from 
constitution  prevail?  If  the  protective  policy  were  a protective  policy,  but  from  her  free  institutions.  It 
persevered  in,  the  constitution  would  come  to  an  end.  was  the  liberty  of  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  it  existed, 
He  held  that  congress  had  no  power  to  lay  duties  I which  had  given  her  her  impulse — which  had  quick- 
with  a view  to  any  particular  interest;  the  power  1 ened  her  industry.  Our  progress  to  wealth  and 
was  to  lay  duties  for  general  purposes,  and  not  for  prosperity  had  been  impeded  by  the  millions  and 
special  reasons  alone.  ; millions  of  dollars  paid  to  manufactures.  Were  we 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall ) to  continue  this  course  of  tribute?  It  was  nothing 
had  referred  to  the  compromise  act.  This  act  had  else. 

no  constitutional  sanctions;  they  could  repeal  if  This  thing  called  protection  was  nothing  less  than 
when  they  pleased.  The  question  now  was,  shall  | plunder;  the  taking  property  from  one  man  and  giv- 
you  renew  the  protective  policy  in  1842,  or  adhere  ing  it  to  another;  nothing  less  than  making  one  sec- 
to  principles  laid  down  in  this  compromise,  which  ! tion  of  the  country  tributary  to  another.  Gentlemen 
are  productive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country?  [could  not  deceive  the  people  as  to  the  practical  re- 


and  prohibition  was  protection.  Let  gentlemen  meet 
the  proposition  boldly  aTTd  fairly,  but  not  come  here 
with  the  humbuggery  that  a tarilF  for  revenue  is  in- 
consistent with  a tariff  for  protection;  if  they  went 
for  a tariff  for  protection  under  the  commercial  pow- 
er, or  the  “general  welfare,”  let  them  do  so;  it  was 
the  old  ground.  This  high  national  question  should 
be  argued,  not  with  mere  words,  not  against  facts, 
but  on  the  broad  principles  of  the  constitution.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall)  this  morn- 
ing had  claimed  from  the  commercial  power— the 
power  to  regulate  commerce,  which  was  one  depart- 
ment of  industry — a power  over  every  department. 
Was  not  his  (Mr.  M’s)  argument  that  it  was  unbe- 
coming for  us  to  become  dependent  on  any  foreign 
nation?  He  (Mr.  R.)  would  like  to  hear  by  what 
sort  of  sophistry  it  could  be  shown  that  we  were 
subject  to  foreign  nations,  and  they  not  to  us;  but 
that  was  his  argument,  and  he  would  have  this  coun- 
try entirely  self-supplied;  in  other  words,  would 
make  it  a new  specimen  of  the  Chinese  empire.  Ac- 
cording to  the  theory  of  certain  gentlemen,  as  soon 
as  we  shall  get  into  that  predicament,  the  other  na- 
tions of  the  world  would  turn  on  us  and  cut  us  to 
pieces  for  drawing  to  ourselves  an  independent  pow- 
er. Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  know  that, 
under  the  very  clause  of  “regulating  commerce,” 
the  power  had  been  assumed  to  interfere  with  our 
slaves,  and  hinder  us  from  carrying  them  from  one 
port  to  another?  This  was  a striking  commentary 
on  the  looseness  of  his  construction  of  this  power. 
The  power  was  given  by  the  states  to  congress  to 
“regulate  commerce,”  to  secure  communication  be- 
tween different  parts  of  this  country,  and  not  to 
strike  down  the  commerce  of  the  country. 


Who  are  the  parties  to  this  controversy?  He  would 
turn  to  the  census  of  the  country,  and  see  how  many 
of  its  inhabitants  compose  the  manufacturing  interest. 
Formerly,  it  had  been  said  that  banks  were  the  peo- 
ple; now  the  same  thing  vims  repeated,  and  the  pro- 
tective policy  was  said  to  be  the  people.  The  total 
population  of  the  United  States  was  something  over 
seventeen  millions,  and  those  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures and  trade  were  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one 
housand,  and  he  was  informed  that  in  this  number 
were  included  all  mechanics  and  day  laborers  of 
every  kind,  and  almost  half  the  peasantry  of  New 
England.  These  should  be  deducted,  and  then  they 
would  see  how  many  were  directly  engaged  in  ma- 
nufactures. The.  agriculturist  was  taxed  for  every 
thing  he  wears  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers, 
this  small  proportion  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States. 
What  right  had  government  to  tax  one  man  for  the 
benefit  of  another?  It  was  contrary  to  every  princi- 
ple of  just  government;  and  he  called  on  those  who 
professed  to  legislate  for  the  people,  and  to  be  op- 
posed to  despotisms,  no  longer  to  legislate  for  the 
few,  but  to  carry  out  the  great  principles  of  equal 
legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  many. 

They  were  told  by  gentlemen  who  held  these  doc- 
trines that  they  were  legislating  for  the  south.  It 
was  very  true  that  they  intended  to  make  us  pay  for 
some  thirty  years  higher  prices  than  we  otherwise 
would,  but  they  intended  to  make  prices  cheaper  in 
the  end;  and  for  this  purpose  the  present  generation 
was  to  be  bound  down  under  the  weight  of  oppres- 
sive taxaiion.  When  had  the  world  witnessed  such 
an  anomaly  as  this?  The  very  object  of  gentlemen 
was  to  make  articles  dear;  the  manufacturing  inte- 
rest could  not  live  without  taxation;  they  lived  on 
the  oppression  of  the  country;  and  still  gentlemen 
said  they  were  legislating  for  the  labor  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  those  who  oppose  them  are  acting 
against  the  interests  of  the  country.  These  inte- 
rests sprung  into  existence  amid  the  convulsions  of 
war  and  the  distress  and  suffering  of  the  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  represented  this 
government  as  hostile  to  the  manufacturing  interest, 
and  said  that  manufactures  sprung  up  without  the 
help  of  government.  This  was  not  so.  This  go- 
vernment, if  it  had  legislated  for  any  section  of  the 
union,  had  legislated  for  New  England  alone.  He 
(Mr.  R.)  was  willing  that  these  interests  should  re- 
ceive all  the  benefits  resulting  from  a fair  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution;  lie  was  no  enemy  to  them; 
but  when  they  were  called  for  the  benefit  of  these 
interests  to  submit  to  unconstitutional  taxation,  at 
war  with  every  principle  of  right,  it  was  asking  too 
much. 

Where  originated  the  doctrine  of  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  a protective  tariff?  In  the  south?  No; 
the  time  was  when  New  England  was  affected  by  it 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  south,  and  she  then  op- 
posed the  doctrine.  He  here  referred  to  the  former 
opinions  of  judge  Story,  of  Daniel  Webster,  and 
others,  in  favor  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  pro- 
tection. The  very  men  who  formerly  maintained 
the  unconstitutionality  of  a protective  tariff  now 
urged  it  on  us.  He  did  not  think,  as  had  been  inti- 
mated, that  this  government  had  no  right  to  discrimi- 
nate in  laying  duties  for  revenue;  on  the  contrary, 
[lie  had  said  at  the  last  session  that  he  did  not  think 
the  duty  on  silks  should  be  20  per  cent.;  but  in  lay- 
ing duties  for  revenue  all  the  departments  of  indus- 
try should  be  equally  benelitted;  and  as  large  manu- 
facturing establishments  had  grown  up  under  the  po- 
licy of  this  country,  he  was  still  less  willing  to  make 
a discrimination  against  manufactures. 

The  gentleman  “from  Kentucky  had  called  on 
them  to  say  when  an  interest  had  flourished,  except 
by  the  intervention  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  govern- 
ment? He  (Mr.  R.)  referred  to  Switzerland,  and 
other  countries,  were  the  manufacturing  interest 
had  flourished  without  the  protection  of  government. 
Protection,  so  far  from  making  commodities  cheap- 
er, as  had  been  contended,  made  them  dearer.  It 
was  a law  of  commerce  and  competition,  that  when 


suit  of  this  whole  policy;  it  was  to  tax  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few.  He  had  and  still  did  indulge 
the  hope  that  this  congress  would  adjust  the  question 
in  such  a way  as  that  all  portions  of  the  country  could, 
stand  together.  It  was  not  his  desire  that  the  differ- 
ent portions  should  stand  in  opposition.  If  the  voice 
of  one  who  was  no  enemy  to  the  unioti  would  not  be 
disregarded,  he  would  say,  if  the  course  now  threat- 
ened to  be  pursued  was  persisted  in,  they  would  force 
an  issue  between  the  different  portions  of  the  country 
and  destroy  our  union. 

He  had  seen  it  suggested  in  an  abolition  paper 
that,  on  the  question  of  the  tariff,  a distinction  was  to 
be  drawn  between  slave  labor  and  free  labor.  When 
gentlemen  rose  on  this  floor,  and,  on  a question  of 
taxation,  held  that  the  free  labor  is  to  be  protected 
against  the  slave  labor,  they  put  the  torch  to  the  con- 
stitution. 

The  doctrine  of  equal  rights  was  the  doctrine  of  free 
trade:  the  doctrine  of  free  trade  was  the  doctrine  of 
Christianity;  and  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  those  of 
peace.  Under  the  influence  of  these  our  destiny  was 
a glorious  one:  “the  sword  would  be  beat  into  the 
ploughshare,”  we  should  “know  war  no  more,”  and 
all  portions  of  the  union  would  progress  in  harmony; 
but  if  the  opposite  principles  were  broached  here,  and 
persisted  in,  war  must  come,  and  with  it  oceans  of 
blood.  But  should  we  not  hope  that  our  destiny  was 
higher  and  holier?  should  we  not  take  warning  from 
the  fate  of  other  nations,  and,  adopting  the  principle 
of  equal  rights,  move  on  united?  It  was  said  that 
South  Carolina  was  occupied  by  heretical  theories; 
but  all  these  great  theories  which  lay  at  the  founda- 
tion of  American  liberty  and  the  constitution,  he 
would  hug  to  his  heart;  he  would  not  give  them  for 
the  sceptre  of  Caesar.  Our  destiny,  he  repeated,  was 
a great  and  glorious  one,  because  it  was  “to  do  to 
others  as  wc  would  they  should  do  to  us,”  and  our 
course  would  be  onward  with  liberty  and  prosperity; 
but  let  the  interests  of  one  portion  of  the  country  be 
regarded  as  opposed  to  those  of  another,  and  Ameri- 
can liberty  and  glory  would  set,  and  set  forever. 

Mr.  Rliett  having  concluded  Air.  Atherton  obtained 
the  floor;  but  yielded  to  Mr.  Weller,  who  moved  the 
bouse  do  now  adjourn.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  23.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Missis- 
sippi, introduced  his  colleague,  Hon.  Mr.  Gioinn,  re- 
presentative elect  from  that  state,  who  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  reported  A bill  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  loan  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one, 
and  for  an  addition  of  five  million  dollars  thereto. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice  by  its  title,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  it  was  resolved  that 
when  the  house  adjourn,  it  adjourns  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  the 
amendment  offerred  by  Mr.  Rhcll,  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  Air.  Atherton,  to  the  resolution  offered  by 
Air.  Fillmore. 

Mr.  Atherton  remarked,  that  although  the  present 
state  of  the  treasury  and  of  the  public  expenditures 
was  in  a considerable  measure  connected  with  the 
question  now  before  the  bouse — which  question  was, 
whether  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  as  referred  to  in  the 
the  President’s  message,  should  be  committed  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  or  to  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means — yet  lie  would  not  ha,ve  gone  into 
the  subject  if  it  had  not  already  been  introduced  by 
other  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Air.  Jones)  had  ad- 
verted to  a portion  of  the  message  which  estimated 
the  expenditures  of  the  present  year,  at  upwards  of 
thirty-two  millions  of  dollars,  and  had  remarked  that 
here  was  seen  the  difference  which  frequently  pre- 
vailed between  profession  and  practice. 

Mr.  A.  then  adverted  to  the  debt  which  he  said, 
it  was  charged  had  been  “bequeathed”  to  this  admin- 
istration by  the  last.  Gentlemen  would  recollect  the 
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various  amounts  at  which  that  debt  has  been  estima- 
ted by  gentlemen  of  the  whig  party  on  this  floor. 
And  all  would  recollect  that  in  the  report  of  the  late 
secretary  of  the  treasury  a peculiarly  surprising  mode 
was  taken  to  swell  the  amount  of  debt;  that  was,  in- 
cluding expenditures  that  were  to  be  incurred,  and  a 
balance  that  was  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  being 
kept  in  the  treasury.  He  (Mr.  A),  could  conceive  of 
no  other  method  of  ascertaining  the  debt  existing  at 
the  coming  in  of  the  present  administration  except 
by  the  treasury  notes  outstanding.  The  treasury 
notes  outstanding  on  the  3d  March  last,  if  he  recol- 
lected were  a little  upwards  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Had  that  debt  been  paid  by  the  present  admin- 
istration? Mr.  A.  here  preceded  to  contend,  by  re- 
ference to  figures,  that  the  present  administration, 
instead  of  having  paid  off  this  small  debt  of  five  mil- 
lions— the  only  debt,  he  said,  which  was  left  to  it — 
had  increased  that  debt  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions 
of  treasury  notes  and  about  five  and  a half  millions 
of  loan;  making  a total  of  twelve  and  a half  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Something  also  had  been  said  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  sum 
of  thirty-nine  millions  yearly  during  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren’s administration.  Now,  there  were  documents 
which  could  be  referred  to,  and  which  would  show 
the  amount  of  expenditures  proper  of  that  adminis- 
tration for  each  and  every  year.  This  was  not  a 
mere  computation  or  estimate,  but  it  was  derived 
from  actual  facts,  as  they  were  known  to  exist — for 
on  this  point  the  past  at  least  was  secure.  It  could 
be  demonstrated  by  figures  what  these  expenditures 
were.  Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  draw  a parallel 
between  the  expenditures  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  ad- 
ministration and  those  of  the  present  administration, 
drawing  strong  deductions  in  favor  of  the  economy 
of  the  former,  and  eulogizing  the  plans  of  reduction 
which,  Mr.  A.  said  were  in  successful  operation,  and 
contrasting  them  with  the  plans  and  propositions  of 
the  present  “reforming  administration.” 

It  had  been  said  that  the  expenditures  which  had 
been  incurred  were  attributable,  in  part,  to  the  votes 
of  the  Van  Bnreti  party.  Was  that  the  fact?  Did 
the  Van  Buren  party  cause  the  vast  expenditures  of 
money  attendant  on  the  especial  session? — a session 
which  that  party  regarded  as  having  been  so  unne- 
cessarily called.  The  time,  Mr.  A.  said,  during 
which  the  whigs  had  held  power  was  exceedingly 
short;  but  time  was  sometimes  measured  by  the  lapse 
of  events  as  well  as  !'of  years,  or  months,  or  days. 
And  the  time  had  been  long  enough  to  hold  an  extra 
session  in;  and  lessons  of  misrule  had  been  hurried 
into  that  brief  period  of  time  which,  ordinarily  speak- 
ing, years  could  not  have  been  expected  to  have 
brought  forth.  Mr.  A.  then  alluded  to  the  results  of 
late  elections;  remarking  that  these  results  must  have 
taught  the  most  obdurate  that  victory  had  returned 
to  its  accustomed  standard,  and  that  the  glorious  de- 
mocratic banner,  temporarily  stricken  down,  now 
floated  over  the  land  in  triumph  upon  every  breeze. 

But  to  come  more  immediately  to  the  subject  be- 
fore the  house.  The  sole  question  was,  as  he  con- 
ceived, should  the  object  of  a tariff  be  to  raise  reven- 
ue or  to  a fiord  protection?  That,  he  considered,  was 
the  only  question  involved  in  the  issue  before  the 
house.  And  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  those 
who  suggested  that  the  doctrines  of  free  trade  were 
designed  for  the  exclusive  benefit  ot  the  south  did  in- 
justice to  those  expansive,  enlarged,  and  liberal  doc- 
trines. 

For  his  own  part,  he  considered  that  these  doc- 
trines were  well  calculated  to  do  justice  to  all  por- 
tions ol  the  union;  he  ^conceived  them  calculated, 
he  would  not  say  to  protect — because  that  word  had 
been  so  much  misused — but  to  give  free  scope  to  in- 
dustry, and  to  encourage  every  class  of  society.  They 
were  calculated  to  prevent  special  legislation  for  spe- 
cial interests,  and  for  particular  sections;  and  this 
he  regarded  as  their  great  merit. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  the  state  which  he  in 
part  represented — made,  too,  in  a somewhat  unkind 
manner — by  a gentleman  from  New  York  and  a gen- 
tleman from  Vermont.  This  reference  he  thought 
uncalled  for.  The  legislature  of  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  had,  on  various  occasions,  passed  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  their  opinion  both  as  to  the  un- 
constitutionally and  inexpediency  of  a protective 
tariff— resolutions  couched  in  strong  language.  Those 
resolutions  emanated  from  representatives  who  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  of  a large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  state — inhabitants  of  a state  which, 
though  sterile  in  soil,  had  converted  it  into  an  expanse 
ol  territory  containing  probably  as  much  general 
comfort,  intelligence,  competency,  and  education  as 
universally  diffused  as  any  other  section  of  country 
of  similar  extent,  in  the  United  States.  But  he  be- 
lieved that  they  understood  their  own  interests,  and 
did  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  them  by  gentlemen 
from  New  York  or  Vermont.  The  gentleman  from 


Vermont  (Mr  .Slade)  had  said  the  people  of  New 
Hampshire  had  been  long  in  a bad  school.  Well, 
they  had  not  been  educated  in  the  anti-masonic  school, 
nor  in  the  national  republican  American  system  school 
nor  did  (Mr.  A),  conceive  that  an  enlarged  patriotism 
consisted  in  applying  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  to 
the  glorious  temple  of  our  union. 

Whether  he  represented  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents or  not  was  a matter  between  him  and  them; 
but  if  he  believed,  or  had  had  any  evidence  to  show 
him,  by  an  election  held  since  his  own,  that  he  mis- 
represented his  constituents,  he  would  scorn  to  hold 
his  seat.  Whether  that  was  the  case  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Linn ) he  (Mr.  A.)  could 
not  know. 

He  concluded  by  the  declaration,  that  if  the  ob- 
ject was  revenue,  this  portion  of  the  message  ought, 
in  his  judgment,  to  go  to  that  committee  which  had 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject,  and  not  to  any  commit- 
tee which  was  bound  to  look  to  any  particular  inte- 
rest or  any  particular  class. 

Mr.  Reynolds  said  for  a few  moments  he  would 
throw  his  drop  into  the  bucket  of  free  trade.  The 
subject  was  extremely  important  to  the  country,  in 
all  its  consequences.  His  constituents  in  southern 
Illinois  believed  in  the  principles  of  equality.  All 
the  taxation  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  under  their  con- 
stitution, was  laid  according  to  the  distribution  of 
property.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  his  peo- 
ple would  be  willing  to  go  for  direct  taxes;  but  this 
was  the  proper  mode,  and  before  ten  years  had  pass- 
ed we  should  see  this  government  supported  by  direct 
taxation,  because  it  was  on  the  principle  of  equality. 
The  president’s  message  was  right  in  one  thing  in 
discrimination,  and  wrong  in  the  other.  It  was  wrong 
when  it  went  to  protect  certain  branches  of  industry; 
but  it  was  right  when  it  went  to  discriminate  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  he  had  laid  down — according  to 
the  property  of  the  individuals  consuming  these  ar- 
ticles. That  was  right,  to  saddle  the  tax  on  the  in- 
dividuals who  had  the  most  money.  That  was  dis- 
criminating duty,  and  that  was  all  that  ought  to  be 
discriminated.  If  he  could  demonstrate  that  to  pro- 
tect manufactures  was  to  prostrate  all  equality,  then 
he  would  call  on  them  to  come  over  and  vote  for 
equal  principles.  Was  it  right  to  tax  ninety-nine 
out  of  one  hundred  individuals  for  the  benefit  of  the 
remaining  one,  who  could  sustain  himself  without  it. 
When  you  give  one  man  a privilege,  of  necessity 
you  must  take  it  from  another  man.  He  wanted  not 
to  depress  manufactures,  but  to  place  them  on  the 
same  ground  with  other  branches  of  industry. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr ■ Marshall), 
yesterday  spoke  of  the  glory  of  England.  He  brought 
up,  as  lawyers  .usually  do,  the  good  side  only.  Eng- 
land was  the  most  powerful  nation  on  earth;  but  did 
it  become  so  by  protection?  Were  there  not  there 
thousands  of  poor  individuals  starving  for  want  of 
bread?  Was  that  an  example  for  us?  This  reminded 
him  of  the  fable  of  the  fly  and  bees.  The  fly  came 
every  day  to  the  bee  hive  to  teach  the  bees  music.— 
The  fly  was  poor,  cold  and  hungry.  The  bees  said 
to  this  fly,  Go  hence;  your  profession  has  brought 
you  to  this  condition,  and  we  do  not  want  to  learn 
your  business.  Could  not  this  be  applied  to  England? 
One  great  means  of  England’s  power  arose  probably 
from  doing  what  it  had  been  doing — running  rough- 
shod over  the  poor  Chinese,  simply  because  they  re- 
fused to  eat  opium.  England  was  also  doing  us  in- 
juries. His  maxim  was,  “an  honorable  peace,  or  a 
decided  war.”  In  his  state  there  were  but  two  ma- 
nufactories. Was  it  right  to  tax  all  the  other  people 
of  the  state  for  their  benefit?  When  the  working  peo- 
ple of  the  country  saw  they  were  obliged  to  be'taxed 
lor  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  they  would  give 
it  up,  and  go  against  the  system  of  protection. 

Mr.  A mold  said  he  had  been  advised  by  some  of 
his  friends  to  speak  upon  this  question.  They  had 
said  that  perhaps  a speech  would  have  some  benefi- 
cial effect  on  him.  They  were  afraid,  by  Ins  silence 
at  this  session,  that  he  had  accumulated  rather  too 
much  steam,  and  he  had  belter  let  it  olf,  so  (hat,  he 
might  get  relief.  He  had  had  no  idea  of  doing  this 
until  he  heard  the  ranting,  raving  speech  of  ffie  little 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshrie,  (Mr.  Atherton),  but 
the  very  facetious — he  must  not  say  the  ridiculous 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Reynolds ), 
had  almost  put  him  out  of  the  notion  of  speaking; 
but,  as  the  gentleman  hailed  originally  from  the  same 
section  of  country  from  which  he  came,  he  would  1 

endeavor  to  answer  one  or  two  of  his  positions. i 

They  had  hea  ’d  mi  extraordinary  speech  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  He  had  come  up  ' 
and  assailed  this  administration,  running  a parallel  ’ 
between  the  expenditures  of  this  administration  and 
those  of  the  late  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  1 
It  was  a . most  extraordinary  position.  Whose  ad- ! 
ministration  was  this?  Was  it  a whig  administration? 
He,  (Mr.  Arnold),  denied  emphatically  that  it  was. 
It  had  not  the  least  tincture  of  whig  doctrines  about 


it.  [Laughter.]  No;  it  was  the  gentleman’s  own 
administration;  it  had  merely  changed  hands.  It  was 
true,  the  people  thought  they  had  effected  a great  re- 
volution in  1840.  They  had  hurled  Van  Buren  from 
power  with  9coro,  contempt  and  indignation — more 
so,  perhaps,  than  any  man  was  ever  hurled  from  the 
presidential  chair;  and  there  the  matter  ended.  He 
had  thought  they  had  effected  a revolution:  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  through  the  country  had  thought 
so.  But  an  unfortunate  stroke  of  Providence  falling 
on  us,  and  taking  the  lamented  Harrison  from  us,  had 
thrown  this  government  instantaneously,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  that  venerable  patriot’s  decease,  into  the 
hands  of  modern  democracy  again;  and  when  a whig 
congress  had  been  paralyzed  in  every  effort  by  the 
executive,  who  now  stood  surrounded  by  modern  de- 
mocracy on  every  hand,  modern  democracy  rises  here 
and  runs  a parallel  between  the  expenditures  of  Van 
Buren’s  administration  and  the  administration  of  John 
Tyler,  who  was  a worse  loco  foco  than  Van  Buren'  It 
was  most  extraordinary.  Could  a man  listen  to  it  with 
patience?  No;  sick  as  he  was,  he  could  not.  [Laugh- 
ter.] They,  (the  whigs),  were  not  accountable,  and 
did  not  intend  to  be,  to  this  administration.  The  gen- 
tleman talked  about  a revolution.  Yes;  there  had 
been  a revolution,  and  one  that  this  country  would 
long  feel,  which  began  at  the  day  of  the  demise  of 
William  Henry  Harrison,  whom  they  had  elected. 
Were  they  accountable  to  this  administration?  Where 
was  Harrison’s  cabinet?  Only  one  of  them  was  left, 
and  he  was  in  so  questionable  a shape  that  he  had  a 
mind  to  speak  to  him.  And  was  that  a revolution'1 
What  was  there  in  any  of  the  great  measures  of  the* 
late  session  that,  as  the  gentleman  told  them  had 
been  condemned?  He  knew,  from  the  indications 
lie  had  seen  in  the  public  prints,  that  they  who 
were  the  whig  party  proper  on  this  floor  were  to  be 
paralyzed  at  the  white  house.  He  knew  that  when 
they  came  here  they  were  to  be  hardly  tolerated  in 
this  house;  that  there  would  be  an  attempt  to  ride 
over  them  roughshod;  and  they  had  this  day  witness- 
ed the  beginning  of  that  attempt  from  the  great,  lofty 
and  gigantic  state  of  New  Hampshire. 

As  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  taken 
such  hasty  offence  at  what  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont had  said,  he  (Mr.  Arnold)  could  do  him  the  fa- 
vor to  give  him  his  opinion  of  New  Hampshire — of 
the  natural,  moral  and  political  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  should  give  his  opinion  on  all  these  heads 
before  he  sat  down.  He  knew  that  the  whigs  who 
were  left  here  were  hardly  to  be  tolerated  this  ses- 
sion, and  they  had  seen  the  beginning  of  it  this  morn- 
ing. They  had  seen  it  held  out  in  the  official  paper 
here — he  called  it  the  official;  to  be  sure  there  was  a 
little  split  apparently  on  the  subject  of  the  “fiseali- 
ty,”  but  on  all  other  things  he  looked  on  the  Globe 
more  as  the  official  organ  than  any  paper  except  the 
Herald,  and  that  had  been  twitting  them,  and  telling 
them  how  modest  the  great  whig  party  were  who  hail 
passed  the  “gag  rule;”  that  they  felt  the  rebuke  the 
people  had  given  them.  He  would  teach  the  Globe, 
if  his  life  was  spared,  before  this  session  closed,  how 
much  he  had  reformed — how  much  he  had  changed 
his  opinions  since  the  called  session.  The  modern 
democracy  was  perfectly  intoxicated  at  its  apparent 
success  at  the  recent  elections  at  the  east,  the  west, 
north  and  south;  and  were  corning  here  and  giving- 
notice  that  they  would  repeal  this  bill  and  that. — 
Beautiful,  indeed!  A revolution!  [Laughter],  What 
produced  this  revolution?  Did  the  cry  of  the  “gag,”  I 
of  the  “one  hour  rule?”  Did  the  people  want  to  hear 
six  or  eight  hour  speeches  here  at  the  called  session,  J 
when  the  nation  was  bowed  down  and  mourning  un-  j 
der  misery  and  wretchedness?  Was  the  “one  hour  11 
rule”  the  cause  of  the  great  revolution  of  which  I hey 
spoke?  He  said  it  was  not.  The  American  people, 
so  far  as  he  had  been  with  them — the  intelligent  of 
all  parties,  said  that  the  “one  hour  rule”  was  a great 
and  a glorious  rule;  and  they  hoped  to  see  it  inserted 
among  the  rules  of  this  house  as  a permanent,  rule, 
because  they  say  one  hour  is  long  enough  for  a man 
of  sense  to  speak,  and  a great  deal  too  long  for  a fool. 
Was  it  the  rule  to  take  a bill  out  of  committee  that 
they  might  come  to  a vote  on  it,  which  they  Imd  bor- 
rowed from  the  democrats,  that  had  caused  this  re- 
volution? That  was  not  original  with  the  whigs. — 
The  only  original  measure  was  the  “one  hour  rule.”  i 
The  taking  a bill  out  of  committee  originated  with 
the  modern  democracy;  and  if  that  would  produce  a 
revolution  in  this  country,  it  was  a most  extraordina- 
ry slate  of  things.  What  was  it  that  had  produced 
the  revolution?  Was  it  the  distribution  bill?  That 
had  not  yet  gone  into  effect.  Was  it  the  bankrupt 
law? — that  law  of  humanity  in  favor  of  tire  poor, over 
whom  the  modern  democracy  shed  so  many  crocodile 
tears,  and  which  provided,  when  you  had  wrung 
every  thing  from  him,  for  the  relief  of  an  unfortunate 
and  honest  poor  man — for  he  must  be  honest  before 
he  can  take  the  benefit  of  this  law,  which  was  a law 
of  humanity,  of  kindness  and  gentleness?  Could  it  be 
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that  the  people  had  been  revolutionized  on  account  of 
this  law?  It  was  not  so.  Modern  democracy  may 
cease  to  laugh  on  this  subject.  The  revolution  of 
which  they  speak  is  all  imagination.  It  had  been 
created  by  the  apathy  of  the  whigs — by  the  smoke 
from  the  artillery  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue. — 
Their  own  guns,  which  the  whigs  had  mounted  and 
charged,  had  been  turned  upon  them. 

He  intended  to  have  stopped  this  debate  until  the 
question  could  have  come  up  fairly  on  the  remodifi- 
cation of  the  tariff;  but  on  the  question  of  reference 
the  whole  matter  had  been  opened,  and  they  had  gone 
pro  and  con  into  the  merits  of  Van  Buren’s  and  Ty- 
ler’s administrations;  and  the  modern  democracy 
were  railing  at  Tyler’s  administration!  That  was  the 
greatest  humbug  that  he  had  heard;  that  the  whigs 
were  to  be  held  accountable  for  this  administration! 
Harrison  was  going  to  turn  out  the  rogues  and  ras- 
cals of  Van  Buren’s  administration,  while  he  allow- 
ed the  clever  fellows  to  remain  in  office.  He  (Mr. 
A.)  was  against  px-oscriplion.  He  had  said  here 
and  every  where  that  he  was  opposed  to  it. — 
His  district  would  tell  what  his  feelings  were.  But 
the  American  people  expected  that  the  dishonest 
and  incompetent  part  of  the  office-holders  were  to  be 
turned  out.  And  what  was  the  unquestioned  fact? 
Tyler  had  not  only  kept  in  office  some  who  were 
considered  most  dishonest,  but  worse  than  that,  the 
very  dishonest  kijave  that  the  sound  patriot  Harrison, 
who  never  removed  an  officer  without  cause,  had  put 
out  of  office,  John  Tyler,  this  modern  locofoco,  had 
put  into  office  again.  And  here  was  modern  loco- 
focoism  getting  up,  and  telling  us,  “Justify  your  ad- 
ministration!” 

He  had  thought  that  this  system  of  burning  treasu- 
ry buildings  would  be  stopped,  but  how  would  it  be 
if  Tyler  kept  in  office  these  very  rogues.  Tyler  had 
not  only  kept  such  men  in  office,  but  those  whom 
General  Harrison,  who  was  never  known  to  do  any 
man  injustice  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  had  turned 
out,  Tyler  had  reinstated.  And  now  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  says  “your  administration  is 
so  extravagant!”  Should  he  (Mr.  Arnold)  sit  by  and 
hear  these  things,  and  not  contradict  them?  and  not 
let  the  country  know  the  truth?  He  would  not  do  it. 
The  country  should  know  the  length,  breadth  and 
height  of  Tyler’s  wickedness.  He  had  nothing  to 
ask  of  him.  We  had  asked  to  have  a modern  loco- 
foco, who  just  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  ad- 
ministration whopped  about  and  became  a Van  Buren 
man,  removed  from  office,  and  a man  much  mox-e 
competent,  whom  every  whig  member  from  the  state 
recommended,  to  be  appointed  in  his  stead,  but  John 
Tyler  and  his  secretary  of  state,  between  them,  had 
kept  in  office  the  former  incumbent  against  the  una- 
nimous recommendation  of  every  whig  member  from 
Tennessee. 

If  these  locofoco  principles  were  to  be  carried  out, 
Van  Buren  might  as  well  have  done  it  as  any  one; 
and  he  should  infinitely  have  preferred  this  to  its  be- 
ing done  by  Tyler.  When  a gentleman  “pitches  and 
cooes,”  to  use  a homely  phrase),  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  had  done  to-day,  he  ought  to 
remember  that  all  his  efforts  fall  on  the  devoted  head 
of  Van  Buren.  Now,  he  acknowledged  if  there  was 
a revolution— if,  on  account  of  the  one-hour  rule,  or 
the  mode  of  taking  bills  out  of  the  committee,  the 
American  people  had  peiTormed  this  great  revolution 
against  the  whig  party,  and  put  the  modern  demo- 
cracy in,  that  the  American  people  were  incapable 
of  self-government,  it  was  inconsistent  with  com- 
mon sense.  Why  had  not  “petticoat  Allen,”  with 
twenty-five  thousand  voles  against  him  in  Ohio,  re- 
signed his  seat?  Did  the  senators  from  Ohio  regard 
the  voice  of  the  American  people?  No.  Did  the 
modern  democracy  regard  the  popular  vote?  No; 
they  set  it  at  defiance.  So  it  was  in  Ohio.  How 
was  it  in  Connecticut?  Majority  after  majority  had 
gone  against  the  Connecticut  senator.  Did  he  resign? 
He  called  on  men  to  act  up  to  their  professions. — 
Had  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut  resigned?  No.  How 
was  it  with  Williams,  of  Maine?  He  held  on  to  the 
treasury  teat  “like  a young  possum.”  (He  wished 
this  homely  simile  to  be  excused,  for  it  was  just  suit- 
ed to  the  subject.)  How  was  it  with  Mouton  from 
Louisiana? 

The  speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  speak  of 
senators  by  their  names. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  did  not  know  that  those  lie  had 
spoken  of  were  in  the  senate  now;  they  might  have 
resigned — they  ought  to  have  done  so,  at  least.  How 
was  it  in  Tennessee?  [He  here  referred  to  the  incon- 
sistencies of  the  “modern  democracy”  in  that  state.] 
That  was  his  great  objection  to  modern  democracy; 
they  went  for  the  party,  and  not  for  the  country.  They 
never  had,  and  never  would  present  the  glorious,  the 
sublime  spectacle  of  Harrison’s  cabinet.  He  looked 
at  them  as  a bright,  a glorious,  a sunny  light  to  this 
nation,  they  were  found  ready  and  willing,  for  the 
sake  of  their  country,  to  lay  down  their  offices — rich 


offices,  too — at  a salary  of  $6,000  per  year.  When  [ Mr.  C.  JJ.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  followed  and 
did  modern  democracy  ever  give  up  an  office?  When  spoke  for  about  half  an  hour;  taking  the  ground  that 
she  was  choked  off,  and  not  otherwise.  [Laughter.]  j a high  protective  tariff  was  now  entertained  by  no- 
[He  here  further  referred  to  the  course  of  modern  . body  on  the  floor  of  congress.  He  denounced  the 
democracy  in  Tennessee].  ; president  and  called  for  greater  economy  and  re- 

lic did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  ta-  1 trenchment. 


riff  at  present.  He  merely  wanted  to  answer  the  de- 
magogical cant  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. What  was  New  Hampshire,  that  she  should 
furnish  a lever  in  politics,  that  must  get  up  here  and 
dictate  to  what  committee  this  reference  should  be 
made?  What  was  New  Hampshire?  A most  barren 
and  sterile  piece  of  earth.  He  never  could  think  of 
New  Hampshire  without  thinking  of  black  chilly 
rocks,  of  the  screeching  owl  and  prowling  wolf. — 

Was  she  advancing  in  population?  He  believed  not. 

She  was  the  only  state  in  the  union  that  had  taken  a 
retrograde  movement;  or,  at  least,  she  advanced  in 
population  less  than  any  other  state.  She  was  in  fa- 
vor of  free  trade!  He  would  like  to  know  what  New 
Hampshire  had  to  trade  on?  [Laughter.]  On  poli- 
tics; that  was  all;  it  had  been  her  trade  for  years. — 

He  was  told  there  was  one  manufactui'ing  town  in 
the  state,  and  that  was  in  the  gentleman’s  district — 
he  did  not  know  but  the  very  residence  of  the  gentle- 
man— and  that  gave  a large  majority  against  him. — 

He  would  like  to  know  if  this  was  so. 

Mr.  Atherton  said  there  was  a great  number  of  ma- 
nufacturing towns  in  his  state:  they  were  interspers- 
ed almost  throughout  the  whole  state.  The  stale 
was  as  much  interested  in  manufacturing  as  aDy  por- 
tion of  the  union.  In  some  of  the  manufacturing 
towns  there  were  majorities  for  him,  and  in  some, 
against  him.  He  said  that  there  had  been  for  a few 
years  past  a majority  against  him,  not  of  five  or  six 
hundred,  as  had  been  intimated,  but  of  from  less  than 
one  hundred  to  two  hundred,  and  perhaps  a little  up- 
wards. And,  for  four  or  five  years  iu  succession, 
there  had  also  been  large  majorities  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Arnold  inquired  whether  that  was  recently? 

Mr.  Atherton  replied  that  it  was  within  eight  or  ten 
years,  and  since  the  manufacturing  establishments  the  messages  of  the  president  referred  at  the  last  ses- 
had  sprung  up  there.  sion  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  not 

Mr.  Arnold  thought  the  gentleman’s  explanation  reported  on  by  them,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
rendered  his  position  still  more  awkward.  He  had  0n  foreign  affairs. 

said  his  state  was  dotted  all  over  with  manufactories,  Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
and  yet  had  gone  for  free  trade!  It  had  always  ap-  made  a report  upon  the  petition  for  indemnity  for 
peared  to  him  most  extraordinary  to  hear  American  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  accompanied  by  a bill  to 
citizens  denouncing  home  industry,  and  wanting  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  due  to"  certain 
bring  our  country  to  dependence  on  France  and  Eng-  American  citizens  for  spoliations  committed  on  their 
land.  commerce  prior  to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1801;  which 

He  concluded  by  l’emarking  that  he  had  been  very  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
sick,  [laughter,]  and  had  gone  on  longer  than  he  had  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of 
expected  to  have  been  able.  But  when  the  question  the  union. 

came  up,  he  would  show  the  Globe,  and  modern  de-  On  motion  /of  Mr.  Pope,  the  postmaster  general 
mocracy  throughout  the  country,  if  his  life  was  j was  requested  to  furnish  the  house  with  a statement 
spared,  that  he  had  not  changed.  He  regretted  that  0f  the  amount  paid  for  the  use  of  rail  roads  and  other 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson)  public  roads  in  transporting  the  public  mails  to  the 
had  felt  it  his  duty,  in  the  organization  of  the  house,  different  parts  and  places  in  the  United  States  as  di- 
to  have  moved  the  adoption  of  the  rules  of  a (self-  rceted  by  law. 

styled)  democratic  congress.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  voted  Mr.  Fillmore,  proposed  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
against  them;  he  would  have  the  “one  hour.  rule”  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  the  secretary  of  the 
brought  up  again;  and  if  gentlemen  with  their  own  treasury  having  that  morning  communicated  the  fact 
rule  had  taken  bills  out  of  committee  of  the  whole,  : 0f  there  being  an  immediate  deficit  in  the  treasury  to 
he  would  see  how  they  would  now  go.  Let  them  the  amount  of  $260,000. 

come  forward  with  their  bills  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  : Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  Stanly  desired 

law  and  the  distribution  bill,  before  it  went  into  effect,  to  know'  when  a report  might  be  expected  from  the 
and  then  tell  the  people  how  these  measures  would  select  committee  on  the  currency, 
ruin  the  country.  j Mr.  Cushing.  1 cannot  give  the  gentleman  a defi- 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the  j nite  answer;  but  the  house  would  facilitate  the  ac- 
secretary  of  state,  stating  that  the  sixth  census,  or  tion  of  the  committee  by  the  reference  of  the  presi- 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  dent’s  message,  which  has  not  yTet  been  done, 
has  been  completed,  and  accompanied  by  a printed  [Laughter.] 

copy  of  the  said  census;  as  also  a particular  census  J The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
of  all  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  with  their  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Rhett,  to  the  amendment 
names,  ages,  and  residences.  The  statistics  and  j offered  by  Mr.  Atherton  to  Mr.  Fillmore's  motion  to 


Mr.  Hudson,  of  Massachusetts,  then  addressed  the 
house  in  a long  and  argumentative  speech,  suppoi'ting 
its  reference  to  the  committee  on  manufactures  and 
at  3 o’clock,  gave  way  to  a motion  for  adjournment, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  28.  The  house  having  met,  Mr. 
Hudson,  resumed,  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Alabama,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
maintained  that  the  government  had  not  the  power  to 
discriminate  for  the  purpose  of  protection. 

| Mr.  Burke,  of  New  Hampshire,  followed  and  de- 
fended his  state  against  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Arnold, 

, and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Eastman,  of  N.  H.  who 
also  advocated  the  reference  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  and  was  continuing,  when  on  motion,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  29.  Mr.  Giddings,  from  the 
committee  of  claims,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  of  claims  he  authorised 
to  continue  in  employment  their  clerk,  at  the  compensa- 
tion heretofore  paid  him. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  the  w'ords  “during  the  session  of  con- 
gress.” And  the  question  on  the  amendment  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  90, 
nays  64.  So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  further  to  extend  the  time  for 
issuing  military  land  warrants  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  revolutionary  army;  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  it  was  ordered  that 


other  mattei'S  of  information  connected  with  the 
taking  of  the  census  the  secretary  states  are  yet  in 
progress. 

l Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  census  and  accompany- 
I ing  papers  do  lie  on  the  lable;  and  that  the  same  nuin- 
' her  ot  copies  of  the  papers  in  manuscript  he  printed  as 
have  been  diree'ed  by  law  to  he  printed  of  the  census. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Dec.  27.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Brown  appeared 
in  his  seat. 

The  following  committee  was  announced  by  the 
speaker: 

Committee  on  the  part  of  the  house  to  arrange  the  plac- 
ing of  the  statue  in  the  rotunda — Messrs.  Granger,  of 
New  York,  J.  P.  Kennedy , of  Maryland,  Pendleton, 
of  Ohio,  C.  J.  Ingcrsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mallory, 
of  Virginia.  [Messsrs.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina, 
King,  of  Alabama,  and  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  are 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate.] 

The  debate  on  the  reference  of  the  tariff  was  then 
continued  by  Mr.  Weller,  who  expressed  himself  in 
favor  of  referring  the  subject  to  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means  and  addressed  the  house  for  nearly 
an  hour. 


refer  the  tariff  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Eastman,  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Mcrriwtther,  of  Georgia,  then  took  the  floor, 
and  denounced  the  system  of  speaking  about  every 
thing  but  the  question.  He  defended  the  whigs, 
and  at  3 o’clock,  gave  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn, 
previous  to  which, 

Mr.  Lowell  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
state  of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia. 

The  bill,  having  been  read  twice  bj  its  title,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cushing  made  the  following  motions: 

That  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  9th  of  March,  1840,  concerning  tonnage 
duties  on  Spanish  vessels,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs. 

That  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  31st  of  December,  1839,  concerning 
Fi'ench  vessels  from  Guiana  to  the  United  States,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

And  they  were  accordingly:  and  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 
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Adrien  in  ruins.  A fire  broke  out  on  Monday 
ni»hi  in  Adrien,  which  destroyed  a large  portion  of  that 
enterprising  village.  It  commenced  in  Crittenden  s 
grocery,  in  which  a keg  of  powder  exploded.  I here 
were  thirty  sufferers,  and  the  total  loss  is  estimated  at 
§40,000.  [Detroit  Daily  Adv. 

Anthracite  coal  trade.  The  immense  value  of  the 
anthracite  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania  may  be  seen  in 
the  fact  that  the  amount  mined  and  sent  to  market  this 
year  will  exceed  1,000,000  ions,  worth  in  the  market 
$5,000,000.  Ill  1820  the  first  anthracite  was  sent  to  mar- 
ket, and  then  only  865  tons.  It  has  been  steadily  in- 
creasing during  the  last  20  years,  until  it  has  at  length 
reached  t, 000,000  tons. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  shipped  from  the 


587,157  tons 
140,127  do. 
195.480  do. 
47,000  do. 
•25,000  do. 
21,463  do. 
1,000  do. 


several  mining  districts: 

Schuylkill 
Mauch  Chunk 
Lackawanna 
W yoming,  about 
Pinegrove 
Shamokin 
Lyken’s  Valley 

1,017,827 

We  have  at  length  reached  a million  oi  Ions.  This 
amount  woulJ  have  been  greatly  increased  had  it  not 
been  for  several  accidents.  Next  year  1.200,000  will  be 
mined  and  sent  to  market.  [ Harrisburg  Chron. 

Bank  stock  in  some  of  the  western  counties  of  Mary- 
land continues  to  maintain  its  value,  notwithstanding 
the  depression  in  other  quarters.  For  instance,  Hagers- 
town bank  stock  is  selling  at  $26  15  per  share  for  $25 
paid  in;  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Frede- 
rick cotiniv  sells  readily  at  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  above 
par;  and  Westminster  bank  stock  sells  at  $18  per  share 
for  $25  paid  in. 

Bank  profits  and  bank  suspensions.  Within  the 
fiscal  year  ending  the  1st  November,  1841,  the  state  of 
North  Carolina  lias  received  from  the  Bank  of  (lie  State 
$31,250;  from  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  $32,664.  Indivi- 
duals have  received  from  the  Bank  ot  the  State,  on  9,000 
shares  $56,250,  from  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  on  9,556 
shares,  57,336,  making  the  snug'  sum  of  $177,500,  which 
they  have  divided  as  profits,  among  stockholders,  and  all 
the  time  in  a slate  of  suspension.  [North  Carolina. 

Boston  and  Albany  Rail  Road^  The  chain  of  rail 
road  between  Boston  and  Albany  N.  Y.  is  at  length  en- 
tirely completed,  and  on  Dec.  20,  two  locomotives  ran 
over  the  enlire  route.  The  undertaking  promises  to 
yield  immense  advantages  to  both  states. 

Brig  Creole.' — Dates  of  the  7th  December,  from  Nas- 
sau, state  l hat  Capt.  Ensor  has  recovered  so  far,  as  to 
leave  for  New  Orleans.  Two  of  the  mutineers  had  died 
in  jail  from  their  wounds.  The  following  is  the  list  of 
the  owners  of  the  slaves  and  the  amount  of  the  insu- 
rance: 

Thos.  MeCargo,  in  the  Orleans  Insurance  Co.  $20,000 


do 


do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


15,000 
20  000 
10  000 
15,000 
0.200 
3,300 


do  do  Merchants' 

Lumpkin  & Locket  do  Fireman’s 
do  do  do  Merchants' 

Johnson  & Apperson  do  Ocean 
John  Hagan,  do 

Charles  Hatcher,  do 

The  following  are  transcripts  from  the  policies  of  in- 
surance issued  from  each  office,  sums  and  numbers 
omitted. 

From  the  Ocean's  Policy. — ‘’On  slaves  valued  as  per 

list  attached  to  application  $ against  all  risks,  and 

chiefly  against  tiiat  of  foreign  interference;  warranted 
free  from  elopement,  insurrection  and  natural  death.’’ 

Fireman's  Policy  — “On slaves,  names  and  ages 

as  per  application.  The  assurers  are  not  liable  for  sui- 
cide, natural  death,  desertion  or  mutiny;  but  to  take  the 
risk  of  interference  by  foreign  governments  or  their 
agents.” 

Merchants'  Policy. — The  company  not  liable  for  sui- 
cide, desertion  or  natural  death;  but  liable  for  risk  of 
emancipation;  desertion  or  seizure  by  foreign  powers 
The  companies  have  refused  to  pay  in  each  case. 
Three  or  four  of  the  most  distinguished  legal  gentlemen 
in  New  Orleans  have  offered  to  undertake  the  conduct 
of  suits  against  them,  for  5 percent,  if  the  money  shall 
be  recovered,  or  nothing  it  unsuccessful. 

The  sclir.  Francis  Cockburn.  which  had  arrived  at 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  from  Nassau,  brought  52  colored 
emigrants,  including  probably  some  of  the  slaves  who 
were  carried  in  there  by  the  Creole. 

The  passengers  and  crew  have  published  a protest 
giving  a minute  detail  of  the  circumstances  dated  from 
New  Orleans  Dec.  7. 


Christmas  day.  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, Chesnut  street  was  crowded  with  a dense  mass 
of  human  beings.  The  entire  population  of  the  outer 
districts  seemed  gathered  there,  eagerly  gazing  at  the 
sights  at  theshop  windows,  and  enjoying  the  excitement 
of  tiie  moving  panorama.  It  is  estimated  that  there  were 
40,000  people  on  Chesnut  street  most  of  the  afternoon. 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  An  abstract  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Norfolk  Herald  of  tile  amount  of  produce 
which  has  passed  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal  fur 
the  .year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1841,  amount- 
ing to  $1,237,853,  six  per  cent,  of  which  is  supposed  to 


be  the  value  of  the  productions  of  Virginia,  and  the  resi- 
due belonging  to  North  Carolina.  The  value  of  the  mer- 
chandize  passing  in  the  same  period  is  stated  at  $626,115. 
divided  between  the  two  slates  in  the  same  proportion 
as  the  produce. 

Dividends.  The  Petersburg  rail  road  company  have 
declared  a dividend  of  3 per  cent,  for  i he  last  6 months. 
The  Planters’  bank,  and  the  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
bank,  both  of  Savannah,  have  recently  declared  a divi- 
dend of  4 per  cent,  for  the  last  6 months. 

Florida.  Colonel  Riley  returned  to  Pilatka  on  the 
21st,  from  his  expedition  to  the  head  waters  of  the  St. 
John’s.  He  had  discovered  no  Indians.  Col.  Worth  has 
just  returned  from  his  visit  to  tile  Everglades,  not  having 
found  any  traces  of  Indians.  [Savannah  Republican. 

Great  fire  at  Watertown.  We  learn  from  the 
Jeffersonian  extra,  that  the  large  woollen  factory,  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Black  River  woollen  company, 
was  destroyed  byfireonthe  morning  of  the  22d  inst. 
Loss  estimated  at  33,000  to  $36,000;  insured  only  for 
$11,000  in  one  of  the  Boston  offices. 

The  home  league.  We  have  already,  published  the 
organization  of  a society  established  in  this  city  under 
the  above  appellation,  and  now  acting  in  concert  with 
branches  in  several  states  of  the  union. 

An  auxiliary  branch  of  this  truly  national  association 
is  about  to  be  formed  for  the  slate  of'  New  York.  A 
convention  met  at  the  hall  of  the  American  institute,  in 
the  park,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a constitution  and 
by-laws,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  a full  attendance 
may  be  given  to  this  home  concern  by  all  our  citizens, 
whether  naturalized  or  native  born,  who  are  interested 
in  honest  free  trade  and  our  national  rights. 

It  is  time  to  quit  being  jealous  among  ourselves,  least 
one  trade  or  section  of  the  country  should  get  ahead  of 
the  others.  A unity  of  American  feeling  and  true  Ame- 
rican interest,  aloof  from  party  trammels,  is  all  that  is 
wanted.  This  is  the  protection,  the  only  protection,  our 
laborers,  mechanics  and  manufacturers,  ask  for;  and  a 
home  league,  reaching  throughout  the  country,  moving 
with  a continuous  and  united  influence  all  interests  in 
favor  of  our  home  union  and  independence,  is  one 
which  surely  all  Americans  should  patronize. 

[N.  Y.  American. 

A judge  convicted.  The  trial  of  Samuel  McHenry, 
late  chiefjnstice  of  Harrison  county,  Texas,  took  place 
on  the  10ih  ult.  before  the  district  court  for  the  parish  of 
Natchitoches,  Judge  Campbell  presiding.  The  charge 
against  the  prisoner  was,  that  he  with  several  others 
named  in  the  indictment,  (two  or  three  of  whom  were 
convicted  a year  ago,  and  are  now  in  the  penitentiary), 
did  forcibly  carry  off  from  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
into  Texas,  nineteen  slaves,  two  horses,  and  a bridle  and 
saddle,  the  property  of  Mr.  Anthony,  of  that  parish. — 
The  jury,  after  ten  minutes  deliberation,  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty.  This  lias  a very  awkward  appearance 
for  the  young  republic.  The  effect  upon  her  reputation 
cannot  but  prove  injurious. 

Judicial  decision.  At  the  sitting  of  the  Philadelphia 
court  of  general  sessions  on  Dec.  28,  the  judges  deliver- 
ed their  opinions  on  the  motion  to  quash  the  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jury  against  the  officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  bank  and  others.  They  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  presentment  should  be  quashed.  Each  of 
the  three  judges  delivered  a separate  opinion. 

Landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  221st  anniversary 
was  celebrated  by  the  Pilgrim  society  of  Plymouth  on 
December22.  The  New  England  society  at  N.  York  city 
also  celebrated  the  day,  being  its  37tli  annual  meeting 

Marriage  licenses.  A petition  has  been  presented 
to  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  praying  that  the  marriage 
fee  may  be  reduced.  The  petition  represents  the  state 
of  single  biessedness  as  unnatural,  and  quotes  Vattei’s 
Laws  of  Nations  to  prove  that  “no  person  in  a state  of 
celibacy  can  occupy  a permanent  place  in  society.’’  The 
facts  that  the  people  are  disappointed  in  not  getting  a na- 
tional bank,  that  money  is  hard,  that  there  is  a heavy 
stock  of  girls  on  hand,  and  that  many  a gallant  “Lo- 
thario’’ is  obliged  to  gather  chestnuts  to  pay  for  his  mar- 
riage license,  are  urged  as  reasons  why  the  marriage  fee 
should  be  reduced.  The  petitioners  also  pray  that  pre- 
miums may  be  awarded  to  youth  for  their  proficiency  in 
study,  and  also  to  the  author  of  the  bestsbook  “on  moral 
character”  tending  to  create  a general  taste  for  reading. 

[AEgis. 

Missionaries.  The  tev.  James  Cook  Richmond,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  denomination,  is  about  to 
sail  from  New  York  with  a view  of  attempting  to  revive 
the  Christian  worship  in  the  city  of  Constantine. 

The  New  Haven  and  New  London  papers  contain 
accounts  of  the  death  of  the  rev.  Coleby  C.  Mitchell 
and  his  young  wife,  in  the  interior  of  Syria.  Mr.  Mitchell 
was  a native  of  Groton,  Connecticut,  and  was  ordained 
last  fall  as  a missionary  among  the  Nestorians  of  Eastern 
Asia;  soon  after  he  married  Miss  Richards,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, and  embarked  with  her  for  Smyrna,  at  which  place 
he  arrived  some  time  in  the  spring.  In  August  the 
youthful  pair  started  from  Beyrout  for  the  interior,  and 
after  travelling  through  that  desert  country  for  nearly  a 
month,  Mr.  Mitchell  broke  down  and  died  under  the 
fatigues  and  privations  ol  the  journey,  after  a sickness  of 
only  one  day,  and  was  buried  in  the  san'ids  by  the  Kur- 
des,  without  shroud  or  coffin.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  seized 
by  the  pains  ot  premature  paternity,  and  survived  the 
loss  but  a tew  days!  It  is  a most  melancholy  case,  and 
the  fate  of  both  the  sufferers  will  be  mourned  by  every 


one  who  knew  them.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a young  ma 
of  uncommon  worth  and  fine  talents,  and  lias  left  a mo- 
ther and  sisters,  whose  bereavement  may  be  imagined, 
but  can  never  be  described.  The  wife  was  very  young, 
and  is  represented  as  every  thing  that  was  lovely  in  wo- 
man— of  ardent  piety,  and  of  the  utmost  devotion  to  her 
husband,  and  the  cause  in  which  they  had  engaged. 

The  Missouri  penitentiary  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  night  of  November  26.  The  loss  is  estimated  ut 
$10,000.  The  Jeffersonian  says — “When  it  was  disco- 
vered that  it  proceeded  from  the  four  story  centre  build- 
ing of  the  penitentiary,  many  horrible  pliantasicssei/.ed 
upon  the  minds  of  our  heretofore  peaceful  and  undis- 
turbed community.  At  a distance  the  dying  tortured 
groans  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  poor  wretches,  im- 
mured in  their  dungeon  cells,  were  in  imagination  dis- 
tinctly heard  breathing  their  last  gasp  in  lingering  tor- 
ments. As  the  flames  continued  lo  ascend  to  the  i kies, 
and  spread  their  red  elarc  in  still  more  horrible  forms, 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  every  convict  had  been  re- 
leased from  his  cell  and  turned  into  the  prison  yard, 
another  panic  ensued.  It  was  tile  fear  of  a general  mas- 
sacre, at  that  dead  hour  of  the  night  when  the  beasts  of 
the  forest  had  gone  to  their  lair  and  all  nature  was  re- 
posing in  conscious  security.  A requisition  was  imme- 
diately made  on  the  quarter  master  general  for  a supply 
of  arms,  and  our  citizens  turned  out  to  the  rescue  with 
alacrity.  The  cells,  together  with  the  warden’s  house, 
were  saved.’’ 

Ages  of  Newspapers.  It  appears  from  a compilation 
of  Mr.  P.  L.  Simmonds,  of  Chichester,  that  the  olclesc 
existing  London  papers  are  the  English  Chronicle,  or 
Whitehall  Evening  Post,  which  was  started  in  1774;  the 
St.  James’  Chronicle.  1761;  and  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
1769.  The  oldest  existing  papers  are, Lincoln  Mercury, 
published  at  Stamford,  1695;  the  Ipswich  Journal,  1737, 
Bath  Journal,  1742;  Birmingham  Gazette,  1741;  Ches- 
ter Courant,  1733;  Darby  Mercury,  1742.  The  oldest 
newspaper  in  Ireland  is  the  Belfast  Nervs  Letter,  which 
was  commenced  in  1717.  In  Scotland,  the  Edinburgh 
Evening  Courant,  is  the  oldest  paper,  having  been  pub- 
lished in  1705.  [Cork  Reporter. 

Population  of  Ireland.  According  to  the  census  of 
the  population  of  Ireland,  taken  in  August  last,  the 
whole  number  of  inhabitants  was  9,S79,715;  of  whom 
7,965,396  were  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  1,916.317 
of  different  Protestant  sects.  In  the  year  1715,  the  po- 
pulation of  Ireland  numbered  2,010,219  souls,  of  whom 
1.309,768  were  Catholics,  and  700,451  Protestants;  so 
that  in  the  period  of  126  years  the  population  of  that 
country  lias  increased  nearly  five  fold. 

Presidency.  Many  of  the  papers  in  the  interior  of 
Pennsylvania  are  out  for  James  Buchanan  for  the  next 
Presidency. 

The  Rochester  Aqueduct.  The  New  York  Sun 
says  that  “this  is  probably  as  splendid  a work  of  the  kind, 
extent  and  execution  considered,  as  any  in  the  union. 
Including  walls,  it  is  about  800  feet  long,  and  from  rear 
to  rear  of  abutments,  414  feet.  It  is  224  feet  high  from 
the  bottom  of  the  piers  to  the  top  of  the  coping,  and  rests 
on  a rock  foundation  in  the  bed  of  the  Genesee  river.  It 
has  six  piers  and  two  abutments,  each  75j  feet  long,  10 
feet  wide,  and  five  feet  high  to  the  spring  of  the  arches. 
It  has  seven  circular  arches  resting  on  the  piers  and  abut- 
ments, each  52  feet  span,  10  feet  rise,  681  feet  long,  2i 
feet  thick  at  the  crown,  and  3 feet  thick  at  the  spring 
The  spandrel  walls,  reaching  from  crown  to  crown  of 
the  arches,  and  filling  up  the  inside  space  between  them, 
are  each  62  feet  long,  8 feet  3 inches  high.” 

Tennessee.  The  state  of  Tennessee  has  subscribed 
to  the  various  internal  improvement  companies  within 
her  limits  $3,016  666,  and  has  issued  her  bonds  on  this 
subscription  to  the  amount  of  $1,516,916.  Charters  have 
been  granted  to  twenty-eight  companies,  of  which  tw  en- 
ty-four have  commenced  the  construction  of  roads-  Six 
companies  have  completed  their  roads,  and  those  of  nine 
others  will  soon  be  finished.  The  result  of  (he  under- 
mkings  by  the  other  companies  is  very  uncertain. 

Legislature.  On  the  7 1 li  December,  after  a session  of 
five  days,  spentiu  vain  efforts  to  carry  into  execution  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses  for  electing  U.  States 
senators,  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die.  Resolutions 
have  been  introduced  into  the  house,  having  in  view  i lie 
division  of  the  slate  and  the  formation  of  a new  one. 

Texas.  At  last  dates  some  severe  censures  were  ex- 
pressed in  congress  against  president  Lamar  for  fitting 
out  without  authority,  the  expedition  to  Santa  Fe.  Ac- 
counts from  Mexico  confirm  the  capture  of  its  advance 
guard  of  109  men  by  the  Mexicans. 

Tolls  on  the  Canals.  The  following  comparative 
statement  of  tolls  received  on  the  New  York  canals, 
since  the  year  1820,  when  the  Erie  canal  was  first  parti- 
ally opened  lor  navigation,  will  be  read  with  interest: 


Year. 

Tolls  received . 

Year. 

Tolls  received. 

1S20 

$5,437  34 

1831 

1,223,801 

93 

1821 

14,338  47 

1832 

1,229,483 

47 

1822 

64,072  40 

1833 

1,463.715 

22 

1823 

152  958  3; 

1834 

1,339,799 

56 

1824 

310,761  07 

1835 

1.548.972 

39 

1825 

566,112  97 

1836 

1,614,680 

38 

1326 

762,003  60 

1837 

1.293,129  80 

1827 

859,058  48 

183S 

1,538,847 

37 

1827 

838  414  65 

1839 

1,610,382 

02 

1S29 

813,137  45 

1810 

1,775,747 

57 

1830 

1,036  922  12 

1841 

2.033,504 

27 

[Troy  Daily  Whig. 
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CONGRESS. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  the  series  of  reso- 
lutions offered  by  Mr.  Fillmore  was  finally  disposed 
of  on  Monday  last.  The  subject  of  discrimination 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

In  the  senate,  the  exchequer  scheme  continues  to 
be  the  unfinished  business  of  debate.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  Woodbury  advocated  its  reference  to  a select 
committee,  after  which,  a motion  for  adjournment 
over  to  Monday  next,  prevailed. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


CUBA. 

A correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Express  at  Havana, 
December  15,  says:  On  the  9th  instant  the  Intendant 
published  an  order  for  the  suppression  of  eleven  of 
the  nineteen  monasteries  existing  in  the  island,  and 
sequestration  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  of  the  entire 
church  property,  excepting  that  of  the  nunneries, 
amounting  to  several  millions.  For  the  support  of 
the  monks  he  has  assigned  them  a small  pension,  and 
also  a fixed  sum  to  be  paid  annually  by  the  state  to 
different  churches  for  the  maintenance  of  religious 
worship.  The  begging  orders  are  prohibited  asking 
alms  in  the  street,  as  they  would  thereby  have  an 
advantage  over  the  other  orders  whose  property  has 
been  sequestrated.  Those  monks  who  secularize  are  I 
to  have  a pension  one-fourth  greater  than  those  who 
retain  their  habit.  All  the  sacred  vessels  are  to  be 
distributed  among  the  poor  churches.  Of  these 
nineteen  convents,  seven  are  in  the  city,  containing 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  monks  and  novices.  But 
three  convents  are  left;  and,  as  their  rents  arc  taken 
away,  most  of  the  monks  and  all  the  noviceswill 
secularize.  Another  measure  in  agitation  by  our 
present  intendant  is  a reduction  of  the  tariff.  He 
has  appointed  a commission  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration,  and  has  invited,  through  the  press,  the 
merchants  and  all  who  feel  interested  in  the  subject 
to  address  him  their  views.  It  is  rumored  that  he 
has  already  decided  on  the  abolition  of  duties  on  ex- 
orts.  These  alterations,  however,  will  not  proba- 
ly  go  into  operation  before  the  middle  and  perhaps 
end  of  next  year. 

MEXICO. 

Vessels  of  war.  The  N.  Y.  American  of  Jan.  3 
says,  that  two  fine  schooners,  which,  for  some  days, 
have  been  laying  off  Jersey  city,  apparently  intended 
for  revenue  cutters,  and  destined  for  Mexico,  were 
detained  yesterday  by  order  of  the  government  on 
the  ground  of  being  designed  for  vessels  of  war,  and 
fitted  out,  armed,  manned  and  equipped  contrary  to 
the  statute,  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. - 

The  revenue  cutter  was  directed  to  anchor  be- 
tween them,  and  forbid  their  departure.  The  ves- 
sels are  commanded,  the  one  by  capt.  Howard,  who 
took  out  one  of  the  steamships  of  war  built  here  last 
year  for  Mexico,  the  other  by  capt.  Martin. 

If,  as  in  the  case  of  those  steamships  and  the  Rus- 
sian frigate  Kamskatcha,  these  schooners  had  not 
been  armed  and  manned,  they  would  not  have  been 
in  jeopardy  of  the  law;  but  each  of  these  vessels 
has  a heavy  Paixhan  gun  amidships,  and  its  com- 
plement of  carronades,  together  with  a crew.of  fifty 
men. 

The  vessels  were  built  by  Bell  & Brown,  and  cost 
$68,000.  We  presume  the  case  will  be  immediately 
carried  to  the  district  court  of  the  U.  States. 

TEXAS. 

ft  Letters  from  the  far  west  confirm  the  rumors  of 
the  capture  of  the  army  sent  for  the  invasion  of  the 
province  of  Santa  Fe.  The  prisoners  have  been  sent 
towards  the  seat  of  the  Mexican  government  and 
their  fate  is  yet  unknown.  The  American  consul  at 
Santa  Fejias  left  his  post  and  arrived  in  Missouri. 
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CANADA. 

Governor  General.  The  British  ship  of  the 
line  Illustrious,  having  on  board  sir  Charles  Bagot, 
arrived  at  New  York  on  the  29th  December.  He 
remained  in  the  city  a few  days,  having  left  for  Mon- 
treal on  the  4th  of  the  present  month. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

Collectors.  Wm.  Walston,  Folly  Landing,  Virgin- 
ia, vice  Samuel  C.  White.  Wm.  R.  Easton,  Nantuc- 
ket, Massachusetts,  vice  Martin  T.  Morton. 

Surveyor.  John  G.  Watmough,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  vice  G.  Washington  Tyson. 

Appraiser.  Samuel  I.  Bridge,  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, vice  E.  A.  Raymond. 

LAND  OFFICERS. 

Registers.  John  H.  Kensie,  Ciiicago,  Illinois,  vice 
James  M.  Strode.  John  L.  Yantis,  Lexington,  Mis- 
souri, vice  Finis  Ewing.  Samuel  C.  Wheat,  Wash- 
ington, Arkansas,  vice  George  Conway. 

TREASURY  NOTES.  Treasury  department,  Ja- 
nuary, 1842.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837, 
1838, 1839, 1840  $26,681,337  53 

Redeemed  of  that  amount  25,361,673  83 


Leaving  outstanding  $1,319,663  65 

Issued  under  act  of  February  15, 

1841,  viz: 

Prior  to  the  4th  of  March, 

1841  673,681  32 

Since  the  4th  of  March,  5,624,575  38 


Making  6,298,256  70 

Returned  to  the  treasury 

of  that  amount  777,197  05 

5,521,059  65 


Leaving  the  aggregate  outstanding  1st 

instant  $6,840,723  30 

W.  FORWARD,  sect,  of  the  treasury. 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY.  The  Bangor 
Whig  states  that  Maj.  Graham,  who  has  been  charged 
with  the  arduous  service  of  surveying  the  north- 
eastern boundary  line,  having  closed  the  survey  for 
the  winter,  passed  through  that  city  on  the  23th  ult. 
on  his  way  to  Augusta,  and  thence  to  Washington. 

He  has  had  during  the  last  summer  about  one  hun- 
dred men  in  his  employ.  The  trees  upon  the  line 
have  been  removed,  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  to  a 
space  of  about  one  hundred  feel,  and  lessening  in 
width  down  the  valleys,  and  the  whole  line  cleared 
and  bushed.  The  survey  has  been  continued  a few 
miles  above  the  Grand  Falls,  very  near  which  the 
line  is  found  to  run.  The  old  line  has  been  found 
very  crooked,  and  the  new  running,  with  the  straight 
line,  takes  in  several  houses  in  the  country  below 
Grand  Falls,  and  in  some  instances  portions  of  the 
cleared  fields  of  the  farmers  there.  Some  of  them 
would,  at  times,  get  exasperated  at  these  proceed- 
ings, but  most  of  them  w'ere  rather  calm.  About 
sixty  miles  of  the  line,  through  an  unbroken  forest, 
still  remains  to  be  surveyed. 

THE  ARMY. 

Major  general  Gaines  has  been  authorised  to  re- 
main in  Washington,  having  public  duties  and  pri- 
vate interests  requiring  his  attention  for  two  months 
from  the  23d  December,  1841.  During  the  tempo- 
rary absence  of  gen.  Gaines,  the  command  of  the 
western  division  is  devolved  on  brig.  gen.  Atkinson, 
the  officer  next  in  rank  therein.  His  head  quarters 
are  at  Jefferson  Barracks. 

2d  dragoons.  Five  companies  left  Mount  Vernon 
Arsenal,  Ala.  Dec.  13,  for  Baton  Rouge. 

[Jinny  and  Navy  Chron. 

THE  NAVY. 

Disposit  ion  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  in  ac- 
tive service,  January  1,  1842. 

Home  squadron — Cummcdore  Charles  Stcicart. 
Razee  Independence,  Captain  J.  Gallagher. 

Frigate  Columbia,  “ F.  A.  Parker. 


Steamer  Missouri, 
Steamer  Mississippi, 
Sloop  Vandalia, 
Sloop  Falmouth, 
Brig  Dolphin, 
Schooner  Grampus, 


Captain  J.  T.  Newton. 

“ W.  D.  Salter. 
Commander  W.  Ramsay. 

“ J.  M.  McIntosh. 
Lt.  Com.  W.  W.  McKean. 
“ G.  I.  Van  Brunt. 


Brazil  station — Commodore  Charles  Morris. 
Ship-of-the-line  Delaware,  Captain  C.  S.  McCauley. 
Frigate  Potomac,  “ G.  W.  Storer. 

Sloop  Marion,  Commander  W.  J.  Belt. 

Sloop  Decatur,  “ H.  W.  Ogden. 

Sloop  Concord,  “ W.  Boerum. 

Schooner  Enterprise,  “ L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


West  India  station — Commodore  Jesse  Wilkinson. 
Frigate  Macedonian,  Commodore  J.  Wilkinson. 

Sloop  Levant,  Commander  A.  Fitzhugh. 

Sloop  Warren,  “ C.  L.  Williams. 


Pacific  station — Commodore  Th.  Jlp  C.  Jones. 
Frigate  United  States,  Captain  J.  Armstrong. 
Sloop  Yorktown,  “ J.  II.  Aulick. 

Sloop  St.  Louis,  Commander  F.  Forrest. 

Sloop  Cyane,  “ C.  K.  Stribling. 

Sloop  Dale,  “ C.  Gauntt. 

Schooner  Shark,  “ T.  A.  Dornin. 


Mediterranean  station — Commodore  Chas.  W. 
Morgan. 

Frigate  Brandywine,  Captain  D.  Geisinger. 

Sloop  Fairfield,  Commander  Tatnall. 

Sloop  Preble,  “ R.  Voorhees. 

East  India  station — Commodore  L Kearny. 
Frigate  Constellation,  Commodore  L.  Kearny. 

Sloop  Boston,  Commander  J.  C.  Long. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  seven  small 
schooners  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieut.  J.  T.  McLaughlin,  co-operating  with 
the  army  in  its  efforts  to  restore  peace  to  that  disturb- 
ed frontier. 


The  Exploring  Expedition,  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Wilkes,  consisting  of  the  sloops  Vincennes 
and  Peacock,  and  the  brig  Porpoise,  is  still  employed 
in  that  service,  but  is  expected  to  return  to  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  United  States,  Captain  Arm- 
strong, bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Com.  Jones, 
dropped  down  to  Hampton  Roads,  on  December  31st, 
and  if  the  wind  continue  favorable,  would  proceed  to 
sea  on  the  morrow.  She  is  destined  for  the  Pacific,  but 
will  touch  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  carries  out  the 
hon.  Jon.  S.  Pendleton  charge  d’affairs  to  the  republic 
of  Chili. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Dec.  31,  from  Carthagena. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Richard  S.  Pinckney,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  from  the  8th  Sept.  1841,  to  take  rank  next  after 
commander  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Navy  department,  Alh  January,  1842. 
uoard  of  naval  surgeons  recently  convened  at 
I Imadelphia,  for  the  examination  of  assistant  sur- 
geons for  promotion,  and  of  candidates  for  appoint- 
ment as  assistant  surgeons,  has  adjourned  sine  die 

Assistant  surgeon  A.  J.  Wedderburn  was  passed 
for  promotion.  r 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  candidates  reported 
tor  appointment  as  assistant  surgeons  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand: 

1.  Morris  B.  Beck,  of  Virginia. 

2.  J.  Francis  Tuckerman,  of  Massachusetts. 

3.  Oscar  F.  Baxter,  of  North  Carolina. 

4.  Lewis  J.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  and 

5.  Marius  Duvall,  of  Maryland. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  New  Age,  of  Providence,  gives  the  following 
as  the  returns  of  the  late  election.  “For  the  people’s 
or  the  suffrage  party’s  constitution,  as  it  is  called' 
freeholders  4,019,  non-freeholders  7,905;  and  the 
vote  was  not  yet  all  in.”  There  are  in  Rhode  Island 
less  than  eight  thousand  freehold  voters,  under  the 
present  state  of  things;  and  by  this  result  a majority 
will  be  found  in  favor  of  repudiating  the  charter  and 
j adopting  the  constitution. 
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NEW  YORK. 

The  legislature  convened  at  Albany  on  the  4th. 
Lieut,  governor  Bradish  took  the  chair  in  the  senate. 
In  the  house  the  vote  was  for  speaker, 

Levi  S.  Chatfield  (V.  B.)  93 

Geo.  A.  Simmons  (W.)  32 

Blanks  2 

The  message  of  governor  W.  II.  Seward  was  then 
transmitted,  of  which  the  American  says:  The  mes- 
sage is  exceedingly  well  written,  and  direct  and 
manly  in  all  its  suggestions.  We  have  only  had 
time  to  run  very  hastily  over  it,  but  were  struck  with 
nothing  in  which  we  do  not  concur  with  the  governor, 
except  in  his  view  of  the  public  school  question, 
which  agitates  this  city.  In  that,  both  as  to  causes 
and  remedy,  we  differ  from  him  utterly. 

The  exhibition  lie  makes  of  the  vast  and  untaxed 
resources  of  our  great  commonwealth;  of  the  pro- 
fuse receipts  from  all  its  sources  of  revenue,  (that 
of  the  canals  having  almost  doubled  in  ten  years), 
and  of  the  consequent  duty  and  ability  to  perse- 
vere with  discretion,  but  energy  in  the  path  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  is  exceedingly  gratifying  and  well 
put. 

Not  less  creditable  is  the  lofty  language  in  which 
he  inculcates  the  inviolability  of  the  public  faith. 
There  speaks  Wen:  York  as  she  has  ever  been,  as  she 
ever  will  be,  we  trust,  without  quibble  and  beyond 
reproach.  But  we  must  close. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Legislature  convened  at  Harrisburg  on  the 
4th.  James  R.  Snowden,  Venango,  was  elected  spea- 
ker of  the  house  of  representatives  by  63  votes, 
against  Isaac  Lightner,  of  Allegany,  33. 

Bank  of  the  U.  States.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  of  the  Pennsylvania  “Bank  of 
the  United  States,”  held  on  the  3d  inst.  a report  on 
the  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  was  read;  after 
which  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  books,  papers,  accounts  and  do- 
cuments of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  exhibit- 
ed, and  remain  open  for  the  inspection  and  examina- 
tion of  any  stockholder,  his  agent,  attorney  or  other 
representative:  Provided,  That  the  same  shall  not  in- 
terfere with  the  ligitimate  business  of  the  bank. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting, 
the  assignments  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  dated  the  7th  day  of  June  and 
the  4th  day  of  September,  1841,  were  executed  in 
violation  of  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  acts  of 
assembly  incorporating  the  bank,  and  the  supplements 
thereto,  passed  the  4th  and  5th  days  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  So  far  as  the  stockholders  have  the  pow'- 
er  to  act  in  the  premises,  and  to  assert  their  opinion, 
they  do  hereby  declare  that  the  said  assignments  are  utterly 
null  and  void,  subject  to  the  approval  or  disapproval 
of  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  in  Fe- 
bruary next. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  make  a general  assignment  of  the 
real  and  personal  estate,  goods,  chatties,  rights  aud 
credits,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  of  the  said  cor- 
poration to  five  persons,  for  the  payment  or  securing 
the  debts  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  passed 
the  4th  and  5th  days  of  May,  1841. 

Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank 
will  adjourn  to  meet  the  third  Monday  in  February 
next  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  at  the  banking  house,  to 
elect  five  persons  as  trustees  for  the  purpose  stated 
in  the  last  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  resident  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  be  earnestly  requested  to 
take  measures  to  be  represented  at  the  adjourned 
meeting  to  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  of  February 

next. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  stockholders 
be  appointed  to  report  to  the  adjourned  meeting,  on 
the  third  Monday  in  February,  how  the  assignment 
of  the  property  of  the  bank  may  be  made,  so  as  to 
give  no  undue  advantage  to  the  judgment  creditors. 

Special  Election.  The  election  held  in  the 
Somerset  district  (Pa.)  on  the  21st  ult.  for  a repre- 
sentative to  congress  in  place  of  Judge  Black,  ( W.) 
deceased,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Russell,  (W.) 

LOUISIANA. 
governor’s  message. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

The  duty  imposed  upon  you  by  the  constitution  to 
apportion  every  fourth  year  the  representatives  of 
the  state  according  to  the  census  of  qualified  elec- 
tors, affords  me  the  opportunity  of  offering  you,  at  an 
earlier  period  than  usual,  my  congratulations  on  your 
meeting  in  general  assembly.  Your  predecessors 


have  already  failed  in  several  attempts  at  the  re- 
apportionment, from  the  difficulty  of  so  distributing 
the  number  of  representatives,  which  has  already 
attained  its  constitutional  limits,  as  not  to  deprive 
some  of  the  parishes  of  the  representation  hitherto  ; 
had  by  them.  This  difficulty,  which  I trust,  you  will 
be  able  to  overcome,  is,  however  increased  by  the 
want  of  census  from  some  of  the  parishes,  the  re-  j 
turns  of  which  have  not  been  made  to  the  secretary 
of  state.  You  will  no  doubt  see  the  propriety  of  in- 
stituting an  enquiry  as  to  the  causes  of  such  an  omis-  ; 
sion  that  the  blame  consequent  to  such  neglect  of  du- 
ty may  attach  to  the  public  functionaries  guilty  of  it. 
[public  treasury,  finances,  distribution  bill.] 

During  your  last  session  I called  your  attention  to 
the  situation  of  our  public  treasury.  No  measure 
having  been  adopted  by  you  to  check  the  evil  dis- 
closed by  me,  I deem  it'my  duty  to  invite  you  to  de- 
vote during  this  session  your  chief  labors  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  You  are  fully  aware  that  the  in- 
come of  the  state  is  considerably  below  its  expendi- 
tures. Our  debts  are  annually  met  by  new  loans,  the 
interest  on  which  added  to  the  capital  and  the  appro- 
priations at  each  session  of  the  legislature  present 
every  year  a heavier  deficit.  Our  loans  from  the 
banks  which  in  1839  amounted  to  §75,000  had  reach- 
ed §850,000  in  the  beginning  of  this  year — and  by 
the  report  of  the  treasurer  you  will  perceive  that 
they  now  amount  to  §1,100,000  including  §30,066 
paid  for  matured  interest  on  §500,000  of  bonds  grant- 
to  the  Port  Hudson  and  Clinton  rail  road  company, 
and  which  that  institution  during  your  recess  found 
itself  unable  to  meet;  this  issue  of  bonds  had  taken 
place  by  virtue  of  a law  which  I refused  to  sanction 
and  which  was  passed  by  a constitutional  majority  of 
your  predecessors.  Happily,  of  all  the  numerous 
bills  for  the  issuing  of  bonds  and  appropriations  of 
public  monies  which  have  passed  the  legislature,  and 
to  which  I refused  my  sanction,  this  was  Ihe  only  one 
that  became  a law  notwithstanding  my  objections. 

It  becomes  indispensable  as  I ha  ve  before  stated  to 
place  the  income  of  the  state  in  harmony  with  its 
expenses.  During  the  current  year  these  expenses 
have  exceeded  our  income  §192,000  and  the  deficit 
for  1842  will  probably  reach  §200,000.  To  meet 
such  a deficit  it  will  be  necessary  to  observe  all  the 
economy  possible,  to  retrench  all  public  expenses  as 
far  as  it  can  be  done  without  impairing  the  good  ad- 
ministration of  the  state,  and  to  increase  at  the  same 
time  the  taxes  so  as  to  effectually  bring  our  income 
to  a level  with  our  expenditures.  I have  already 
had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  you  measures,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  would  in  my  opinion  lighten  the  bur- 
den of  the  new  taxes  required.  Permit  me  now, 
only  to  repeat  that  new  loans  made  with  a view  to 
retard  the  day  when  taxation  shall  have  to  he,  sub- 
mitted to,  can  be  productive  of  no  other  effect  than 
to  increase  the  disorder  in  our  finances. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  as  painful  for  you  to  order  an 
increase  of  taxation,  as  it  is  for  me  to  propose  it, 
but  the  view  I have  given  you  of  the  melancholy 
condition  of  our  finances  must  bring  you  to  tbe  con- 
viction that  such  a measure  is  now  inevitable.  Your 
constituents  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  the  blame 
that  may  attach  to  this  new  burden  ought  not  to  be 
incurred  by  those  imposing  it,  but  by  those  who 
have  made  it  necessary,  by  creating  a debt  without 
providing  at  the  same  time  for  the  means  of  its  gra- 
dual redemption  and  of  paying  the  current  inte- 
rest thereon. 

When  you  shall  have  brought  the  income  of  the 
state  and  its  expenditures  to  a proper  balance,  the 
law  lately  adopted  by  congress  for  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands,  will 
afford  you  the  means  for  the  creation  of  a sinking 
fund,  which  together  with  the  amount  likely  to  be 
recovered  from  the  Nashville  rail  road  company  will 
cover  our  debt  in  a few  years. 

To  meet  the  burden  thus  brought  upon  the  state 
by  the  Port  Hudson  and  Clinton  rail  road  company, 
in  addition  to  that  by  the  Nashville  rail  road  compa- 
ny, we  have  not  only  the  amount  that  may  be  reco- 
vered from  the  find,  of  these  institutions  but  also  our 
interest  in  the  Bank  of  Louisiana,  one  half  of  whose 
stock  belongs  to  the  state.  Our  interest  already  ac- 
cumulated in  that  institution  will  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  redeem  the  bonds  issued  in  favor  of  the 
above  named  corporations,  the  payment  of  which  as 
found  advantageous  to  the  state,  may  be  anticipated. 

And  thus  if  our  guarantee  has  been  granted  to  in- 
stitutions unworthy  of  it,  alone,  we  shall  suffer  for 
our  error  by  being  deprived  of  means  originally  in- 
tended for  public  improvements.  But  as  to  those 
who  advanced  money  upon  our  faith,  they  will  never 
have  to  repent  their  confidence  in  the  state.  The 
resources  afforded  by  the  inexhaustible  fertility  of 
our  soil  and  by  a position  which  makes  us  the  great 
mart  for  the  produce  of  the  Mississippi,  will  enable 
us  honorably  to  meet  our'engagemsnls,  and  no  where 
is  it  better  felt  than  in  Louisiana,  that  if  it  is  difficult 


to  compel  a recusaDt  state  to  pay  its  debts,  the  honor 
of  the  people  will  be  prompted,  by  that  very  difficul- 
ty, to  observe  conscientiously  and  religiously  its 
pledged  faith. 

[banks  of  the  state.] 

I had  hoped  that  on  meeting  you  again  it  would 
have  been  in  my  power  to  announce  to  you  a re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  our  bank's  and  the 
restoration  to  sound  principles  of  our  monetary  sys- 
tem. Deeply  I regret  to  say  that  my  expectations  as 
well  as  those  of  a large  majority  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens have  been  altogether  disappointed.  The  presi- 
dent, notwithstanding  the  decision  to  the  contrary  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  has  thought 
himself  obliged  to  pronounce  as  unconstitutional,  a 
national  bank  which  would  have  relieved  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country  from  the  discredit  into  which  it 
has  for  so  long  a time  fallen:  and  a majority  of  our 
local  banks  no  longer  fearing  the  control  of  an  insti- 
tution, whose  first  act  would  have  been  to  coerce  the 
payment  of  their  notes  in  specie,  have  decided  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  country,  not  to  continue 
the  suspension.  The  state  of  prostration  in  which 
our  monetary  institutions  are  .placed  is  calculated  to 
excite  to  the  highest  degree  the  solicitude  of  the  le- 
gislature. The  derangement  of  business  and  the  de- 
preciation of  all  kinds  of  property,  are  not  the  only 
evils  produced  by  this  state  of  tilings.  A prolonged 
suspension  is  an  illegal  and  continuing  violation  of 
contracts.  When  institutions  whose  most  important 
functions  is  to  require  rigid  punctuality  in  the  per- 
formance of  promises  to  pay,  refuse  on  their  part  to 
fulfil  the  same  obligation,  and  public  opinion  seems 
to  support  them  in  their  refusal,  individuals  are  apt 
to  think  more  lightly  of  the  violations  of  their  own 
engagements.  A general  neglect  of  the  true  and 
honorable  fulfilment  of  contracts  takes  place,  and  the 
demoralization  of  society  is  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. While  we  were  warranted  in  expecting  the 
intervention  of  the  federal  government  you  may  have 
had  reason  to  think  your  inaction  justifiable;  but 
now  that  it  is  evident  that  we  have  nothing  to  hope 
but  from  our  own  exertions,  we  are  bound  to  enquire 
whether  we  may  not  lessen  the  evils  of  our  position, 
without  trespassing  beyond  the  limits  of  our  consti- 
tutional duties. 

In  discussing  so  momentous  a question,  do  not  for- 
get, fellow  citizens,  that  all  personal  interest  should 
be  renounced  and  all  party  spirit  thrown  aside.  The 
fate  of  the  banks  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
interests  of  the  commerce,  the  agriculture  and  the 
industry  of  the  country.  Our  object  is  not  to  de- 
stroy these  institutions,  but  to  protect  them,  by  pre- 
venting any  perversion  of  their  privileges  which  may 
lead  to  their  own  ruin  and  strike  a fatal  blow  at  the 
interests  of  the  state. 

When  our  banks  suspended  payment  in  1839,  it 
was  not  because  they  had  suffered  losses  which  com- 
pelled them  to  it,  but  only  because  they  feared  to  be 
drained  of  their  specie  in  consequence  of  the  sus- 
pension' of  which  the  Pennsylvania  banks  had  set 
the  example.  This  measure  met  the  general  appro- 
j bation  of  the  public,  who  thought  they  saw  in  this 
cessation  of  action  on  the  part  of  our  monied  insti- 
j tutions  the  means  of  preserving  their  strength  and  of 
keeping  them  ready  to  resume  their  legal  direction 
and  duties,  as  soon  as  the  resumption  of  the  other 
banks  would  permit  it  without  danger.  The  confi- 
dence hitherto  felt  in  them  was  not  impaired  by  this 
event;  their  paper  was  never  at  a greater  discount 
than  two  or  three  per  cent,  and  forms  a great  part  of 
the  circulation  of  the  neighboring  states.  After  a 
suspension  of  more  than  two  years  a majority  of  the 
banks,  just  as  the  legislative  session  was  about  to 
commence,  have  decided  to  continue  this  state  of 
things  until  November,  1842.  There  would  perhaps 
have  been  more  propriety  in  awaiting  your  determi- 
nation, for  the  question  of  resumption  is  more  of 
your  competence  than  of  theirs.  The  right  of  emit- 
ting paper  money  has  been  granted  them  by  the 
state  only  on  the  express  condition  of  their  always 
maintaining  it  at  its  par  value  by  paying  in  coin,  and 
their  charters  are  forfeited  the  moment  they  have 
failed  in  fulfilling  this  obligation:  these  institutions 
are  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  legislature,  who  can 
direct  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  for  liquidat- 
ing their  affairs,  or  may  prescribe  the  conditions 
upon  whicli  the  forfeiture  shall  be  remitted,  and  the 
continuance  of  their  existence  allowed. 

Experience  has  fully  established  the  falsity  of  the 
! doctrine,  that  a resumption  cannot  be  permanent,  un- 
[ less  it  be  simultaneous  with  all  the  banks  ol  the 
j union.  Boston  and  New  York  demonstrate  that 
I every  city  in  which  a large  amount  oi  trade  centers, 
j can  with  its  own  means  sustain  within  itsell  a good 
circulation,  as  long  as  its  banks  are  really  solvent  and 
arc  well  administered.  New  Orleans  can  and  ought 
to  do  what  these  two  cities  hav  done.  She  possesses 
a more  extended  commerce  than  Boston,  and  to  sits- 
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tain  her  specie  payments  she  has  the  advantage  over 
New  York  of  exporting  two  products  of  the  soil 
which,  as  long  as  Europe  pays  in  coin,  represent  year- 
ly from  thirty  to  forty  millions  in  specie. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  our  banks  in 
the  aggregate.  A statement  of  their  situation  lately 
published  and  which  was  laid  before  the  meeting  of 
their  presidents,  shews  that  upon  comparing  the 
amount  of  their  cash  liabilities,  with  the  assets  appli- 
cable to  their  payments,  the  situation  of  the  banks  is 
more  favorable  than  it  was  in  December,  1838,  when 
they  resumed  specie  payments.  Their  objection  to 
resumption  now,  is  founded  upon  the  inability  of 
some  of  them  to  provide  the  available  means  to  meet 
the  payment  of  such  of  their  cash  liabilities  as  may 
be  immediately  demanded  of  them,  whilst  their  cir- 
culation is  now  only  sustained  by  the  confidence  in- 
spired by  its  being  received  at  the  other  banks.  I 
have  already  at  two  former  sessions  suggested  to  you 
the  necessity  of  adopting  measures  for  liquidating 
these  weaker  banks.  It  is  now  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  the  difficulty  of  supporting  their  credit  is  the  on- 
ly obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  others  resuming  their 
regular  course  of  operations.  It  was  to  relieve  these 
institutions  in  their  distress,  and  to  give  them  time  to 
improve  their  situation  that  the  board  of  presidents 
has  thought  proper  to  advise  the  postponement  of  the 
resumption  one  year.  But  whatever  means  they  may 
eventually  have  of  meeting  their  engagements,  it  is 
evident  that  their  active  capital  is  insufficient  for  le- 
gitimate banking  purposes.  A comparative  statement 
of  their  situation  at  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  in  the  month  of  October  last  will  give 
you  an  idea  of  what  they  have  to  hope  from  the  pro- 
longation of  their  suspension. 

2d  November,  1839. 


j Discounts.  Cash  assets'.  Cash  liabilities. 

Exchange  bank, 

891,889 

312,325 

818,042 

Atchafalaya  “ 

627,826 

88,007 

304,320 

Orleans  “ 

646,995 

229,565 

181,265 

Carrollton  “ 

1,257,707 

445,776 

358,739 

Improvement  “ 

747,079 

133,289 

605,818 

1,208,962 

2,368,184 

On 

the  2d  October,  1841. 

Discounts.  C 

'ash  assets.  Cash  liabilities. 

Exchange  bank, 

743,230 

275,829 

768,860 

Atchafalaya  “ 

906,000 

149,082 

603,268 

Orleans  “ 

873,109 

109,740 

317,276 

Carrollton  “ 

1.395,173 

147,176 

308,066 

Improvement  “ 

1,193,348 

228,309 

1,155,786 

$909,136 

3,153,256 

Two  years  of  suspension  have  diminished  their 
available  means  $300,000  and  increased  their  imme- 
diate liabilities  more  than  $780,000.  Thus  it  is  clear- 
ly seen  that  the  evils  the  country  is  laboring  under, 
far  from  being  remedied  by  the  suspension  are  yearly 
aggravated  by  its  continuance.  Five  banks  now 
confess  their  inability  to  sustain  themselves  without 
assistance.  In  a year  more  the  number  will  probably 
be  doubled,  for  the  aid  demanded  would  considerably 
reduce  the  means  of  the  stronger  banks  without  re- 
storing the  others  to  a much  healthier  condition. 

Those  institutions  which  are  now  unable  to  resume 
will  be  still  less  able  to  do  so  hereafter.  The  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  our  products  and  of  real  es- 
tate, resulting  from  the  disorder  in  our  currency,  re- 
acts on  the  port  folios  of  the  banks  by  diminishing  the 
pecuniary  abilities  of  those  who  are  indebted  to 
them.  Already  they  have  ceased  to  rely  with  confi- 
dence upon  the  punctual  payment  of  the  paper  they 
have  discounted,  and  the  amount  of  protested  paper 
already  considerable,  cannot  fail  to  increase  in  a 
frightful  manner  by  a longer  continuance  of  the  sus- 
pension. Having  lost  the  advantages  of  their  bank- 
ing privileges  by  the  suspension,  those  corporations 
find  themselves  deprived  of  their  ordinary  profits, 
whilst  the  public  are  left  without  the  facilities  they 
had  a right  to  expect.  In  January  1837  the  capital 
of  the  banks  which  had  laid  before  the  legislature  a 
statement  of  their  situation  amounted  to  $33,300,000 
and  their  discounts  and  loans  to  $43,400,000,  more 
than  $10,000,000  beyond  their  capital  paid  in.  In 
November  last  the  capital  paid  in  together  with  the 
accumulated  profits,  not  divided,  amounted  to 
$49,900,000 — and  the  discounts  and  loans  to  45,400,- 
000,  id  est  $4,500,000  below  the  capital. 

Some  of  the  banks  have  expressed  their  desire  to 
resume  immediately  and  two  now  pay  their  circula- 
tion in  specie:  no  doubt  the  legislature  will  see  the 
necessity  of  sustaining  this  return  to  the  fulfilment  of 
contracts.  By  forcing  all  to  perform  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to*them  by  their  charters  or  to  enter  into  li- 
quidation, you  will  be  adopting  the  only  effectual 
means  to  rid  the  country  of  institutions  destitute  of 
banking  means  and  who  thereby  paralyse  the  ac- 
tion of  the  others  whilst  they  keep  their  paper  in  cir- 
culation. I can  perceive  no  other  way  to  put  an  end 
to  the  reprehensible  and  illegal  solidarity  which  is 


attempted  to  be  established  between  banks  that  can- 
not fulfil  their  engagements  and  banks  for  which  the 
state  has  pledged  its  credit  and  its  faith.  Resump- 
tion must  press  heavily  upon  the  community  for  a 
while,  but  this  pressure  cannot  he  avoided.  We 
cannot  permit  the  value  of  our  property  to  be  always 
represented  by  a paper  money  furnished  by  banks 
who  do  not  pay  their  debts.  A resumption  must  take 
place  sooner  or  later  and  it  cannot  take  place  with- 
out a momentary  shock.  While  we  delay  this  crisis,  j 
we  weaken  our  power  of  resistance,  and  we  increase 
its  intensity  by  the  additional  number  of  institutions 
that  must  succomb. 

[criminal  laws]. 

The  numerous  frauds  committed  against  different 
banks  in  this  city,  shew  the  insufficiency  of  our  pe- 
nal laws  against  this  species  of  crime.  The  act  of 
February  10th,  1821,  reaches  the  officers  and  servants 
of  the  banks  who  shall  have  unlawfully  converted  to 
their  use  its  funds,  or  those  who  have  aided  to  com- 
mit this  offence;  but  the  law  does  not  extend  to  those 
who  obtain  money  by  drawing  checks  on  banks  where 
they  have  no  funds;  they  cannot  be  punished  unless 
they  are  accomplices  of  the  officers  or  clerks  of  the 
institution,  and  of  this  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ob- 
tain sufficient  proof.  Crimes  of  this  kind  have  during 
your  recess,  occasioned  to  some  of  our  banks  losses 
to  the  amount  of  some  hundred  thousands  of  dollars; 
and  for  protection  for  the  future  they  look  to  your  in- 
terposition. 

The  penalty  for  the  crime  of  bigamy  is  far  too  le- 
nient, a fine  of  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  two  years,  is  a 
punishment  no  ways  commensurate  with  the  gravity 
of  this  offence. 

The  law  against  duelling  has  become  a dead  let- 
ter. The  slight  regard  paid  to  it  by  juries,  even 
when  the  testimony  is  undeniable,  shews  that  its  exe- 
cution is  impossible  so  long  as  the  country  adheres  to 
its  present  manners  and  prejudices.  Laws  which 
cannot  be  executed  should  be  repealed  or  modified. 
If  the  punishment  of  death  were  replaced  by  impri- 
sonment, if  the  survivor  and  seconds  were  rendered 
jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  debts  of  him  who 
falls,  if  the  guilty  were  besides  liable  for  large  da- 
mages to  be  recovered  before  a civil  tribunal  by  the 
heirs  of  the  deceased,  the  end  the  legislature  had  in 
view  would  probably  be  better  accomplished. 

[state  lands.] 

At  the  commencement  of  your  last  session  I thought 
it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  some  observations  on  the 
public  lands  granted  to  the  state  for  the  benefit  of 
colleges  and  primary  schools.  I beg  you  to  allow  me 
to  bring  them  again  to  your  consideration.  A law  for 
the  sale  of  the  school  lands  will  probably  be  passed 
at  this  session  of  congress;  if  early  instructions  be 
sent  to  our  delegation,  you  will  be  able  to  dispose  of 
these  lands  with  the  consent  of  congress,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  a permanent  fund  for  public 
education. 

The  act  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  passed  at  the  extra  session  of  congress, 
requires  that  you  should  fix  the  manner  in  which 
the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  granted  to  this  state 
within  its  limits,  for  internal  improvement,  should  be 
selected. 

[public  schools.] 

The  gross  negligence  displayed  by  the  greater  part 
of  the  administrators  of  public  schools  relative  to  the 
transmission  of  the  returns  which  the  law  requires 
them  to  make  to  the  secretary  of  state,  renders  it 
impossible  for  you  to  learn  the  number  of  indigent 
children  who  receive  the  benefits  of  education, 
through  the  liberal  appropriations  yearly  made  for 
this  object.  In  1839  only  eleven  parishes  made  their 
| returns  at  the  time  fixed  by  law — in  1840  the  number 
j was  reduced  to  nine.  The  end  of  this  month  is  the 
i time  fixed  for  their  reception, -yet  up  to  this  day  only 
two  have  been  received.  The  absence  of  all  infor- 
mation on  this  important  subject  should  convince 
you  of  how  much  abuse  a system  is  susceptible,  where 
large  sums  are  disbursed  without  the  legislature  be- 
| ing  able  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  benefits  which 
the  mass  of  the  people  derive  from  it. 

The  sums  appropriated  every  year  for  the  support 
of  schools  and  colleges  prove  that  the  legislature  feels 
the  necessity  of  alibi'd  ing  to  the  people  that  degree  of 
education  necessary  to  fit  them  for  our  form  of  go- 
vernment, but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  these 
appropriations  are  useless,  unless  employed  so  as  to 
attain  the  important  end  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed. 1 have  on  different  occasions  observed  to  your 
predecessors,  that  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the 
want  of  success  attendant  on  our  system  of  primary 
instruction  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
great  repugnance  felt  by  many  families  to  send  their 
children  at  the  public  expense  to  school  where  there 
are  other  pupils  whose  parents  pay  for  their  educa- 
tion. In  the  messages  I transmitted  to  the  legisla- 
ture In  1832  and  1833,  to  which  you  will  permit  me 


to  refer,  I have  explained  upon  what  plan  the  prima- 
ry schools  of  New  York  were  established,  and  ad- 
vised the  abandonment  of  the  plan  whigh  we  have 
followed  so  long  without  beneficial  results  to  substi- 
tute common  schools  “where  the  sons  of  the  poor 
and  of  the  rich  man  are  alike  admitted  without  any 
other  distinction  than  that  which  depends  upon  them- 
selves to  establish  by  their  application  and  their  ta- 
lents.” It  appears  to  me  now  that  I can  do  no  better 
than  to  repeat  the  same  recommendation.  The  law 
passed  at  your  last  session  to  create  schools  of  this 
kind  in  New  Orleans,  induces  me  to  hope  that  you 
will  feel  the  advantage  of  establishing  them  through- 
out the  state. 

[penitentiary.] 

A fire  which  happened  in  the  penitentiary  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  on  the  4th  of  last  month,  has  occasioned 
a loss  which  it  will  require  near  ten  thousand  dollars 
to  repair.  An  attentive  examination  of  this  establish- 
ment has  convinced  me  that  the  only  means  of  enabl- 
ing it  to  pay  by  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  the  30,000 
dollars  it  annually  costs  the  state,  will  be  to  employ 
all  the  prisoners  in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
and  woollen  goods,  which  has  been  put  in  operation 
there  within  the  last  two  years.  The  additional  ap- 
propriation which  would  be  required  for  the  pur- 
chase of  machinery  and  the  erection  of  the  buildings 
would,  I am  confident,  be  repaid  to  the  treasury 
within  three  years,  by  the  profits  of  this  branch  of 
industry. 

A very  considerable  number  of  old  convicts  are 
annually  sent  back  to  the  penitentiary.  It  seems  but 
just  that  those  whose  violation  of  the  laws  is  repeat- 
ed should  be  sentenced  to  a greater  punishment  than 
is  incurred  by  a first  offence. 

[slave  trade.] 

Twenty-four  slaves  convicted  in  Virginia  of  hei- 
nous crimes,  but  whose  punishment  had  been  com- 
muted to  being  carried  out  of  the  limits  of  the  U. 
States,  were  imported  and  seized  in  this  city.  By  the 
law  of  the  29th  January,  1817,  they  should  be  sold, 
and  the  price  divided  between  the  state  and  the  in- 
former. As  there  was  no  informer  in  this  case,  the 
slaves  belonged  entirely  to  the  state;  and  the  attor- 
ney general  has  by  my  advice,  postponed  the  sale 
until  after  the  meetiRg  of  the  legislature.  It  was  no 
doubt  an  inadvertence  that  led  the  legislature  to  or- 
dain that  convict  slaves  whose  importation  is  prohi- 
bited under  the  penalty  of  fine  and  confiscation, 
should  after  their  importation  be  sold  in  the  state, 
and  thus  cause  the  very  evil  from  which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  law  to  protect  our  fellow  citizens.  The 
opportunity  now  presented  of  making  the  first  appli- 
cation of  this  law,  allows  you  to  correct  its  evil  ef- 
fects, by  enacting  that  these,  as  well  as  all  such 
others  as  may  hereafter  be  imported  and  seized  under 
similar  circumstances,  should  be  employed  for  life, 
under  strict  guard,  upon  the  public  wrorks  of  the 
state.  The  men  of  color  condemned  to  hard  labor, 
the  mixing  of  whom  with  the  white  convicts  in  the 
penitentiary  seems  to  me,  as  I have  already  observed 
to  you,  in  opposition  to  our  institutions,  could  also 
during  the  term  of  their  sentence  be  advantageously 
transferred  to  our  public  works. 

[colonial  archives.] 

Having  learned  that  there  existed  in  the  archives 
of  the  French  government  a great  many  manuscripts 
relative  to  the  colonial  history  of  Louisiana,  I have 
obtained  through  the  obliging  exertions  of  General 
Cass,  our  minister  near  the  court  of  France,  the  per- 
mission to  have  them  examined  and  copied.  One  of 
our  fellow  citizens  who  was  at  Paris  at  the  time,  un- 
dertook that  task,  and  has  prepared  a catalogue  of 
the  manuscripts,  with  a short  synopsis  of  the  con- 
tents of  each.  This  work  which  has  required  much 
time  and  labor,  will  soon  be  laid  before  you.  The 
first  in  date  of  these  documents  is  the  process  verbal 
of  taking  possession,  hy  Lassalle,  in  1682,  of  the 
country  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  last  is  the  account  of  the  trial  ol  the  Louisiani- 
ans, executed  in  1760,  by  order  of  O’Reilly.  Some 
of  these  papers  cast  a new  light  upon  many  pages  of 
our  annals,  which  the  then  government  of  France 
and  Spain  did  not  think  politic  to  make  public.  It 
will  appear,  for  instance,  that  the  true  object  of  the 
conspiracy  which  O’Reiily  deemed  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
tinguish in  the  blood  of  its  chiefs,  was  not  as  then 
proclaimed,  to  restore  the  colony  to  the  dominion  of 
France,  but  to  establish  a republican  government 
under  the  protection  of  England.  So  that  Lafreniere 
and  Villere  were  the  first  martyrs  of  American  liber- 
ty, and  poured  out  their  blood  in  the  attempt  to  es- 
tablish a republic  in  Louisiana,  eight  years  before 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  1776.  As  no 
correct  history  of  Louisiana  can  be  written  without 
the  aid  of  the  information  contained  in  those  manu- 
scripts, you  will  doubtless  appropriate  with  pleasure 
the  small  sum  necessary  to  have  them  copied. 

A.  B.  ROMAN. 

Xew  Orleans,  December  13f A,  1831. 
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The  Governor’s  message,  after  the  usual  preli- 
minary acknowledgements  of  the.  beneficence  of  di- 
vine providence,  proceeds  to  the  subject  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  state  and  submits  to  the  legisla- 
ture the  propriety  of  devolving  the  duties  of  their  ge- 
neral superintendence  upon  one  whose  exclusive  bu- 
siness it  shall  be  to  discharge  them,  as  was  formerly 
the  law,  instead  of  leaving  them  as  at  present  to  be 
performed  by  the  secretary  of  state.  It  then  pro- 
ceeds to  the 

[public  works  and  state  debts.] 

The  public  works  in  which  the  interest  and  true 
glory  of  the  state  are  deeply  involved,  have  been 
prosecuted  with  as  much  rapidity  as  could  have  been 
anticipated,  from  a view  of  their  condition  at  the 
opening  of  the  year.  The  faith  of  the  state  having 
been  pledged  to  the  completion  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal,  within  a given  time,  and  the  work  being 
one  of  great  importance  to  a neighboring  state  with 
whom  a compact  existed  on  that  subject,  the  legisla- 
ture very  properly  authorised  the  commissioners  of 
the  canal  fund,  to  loan  money  for  that  object  without 
restriction  as  to  the  interest  on  such  loans.  At  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  lav/  of  the  last  session  au- 
thorising loans,  the  debts  then  due  to  contractors  on 
all  the  public  works  were  estimated  at  about 
$581,000.  This  debt,  with  a very  small  abatement 
in  amount,  had  all  accrued  prior  to  the  meeting  of 
the  last  legislature,  and  should  have  been  paid  with- 
in the  last  year.  The  commissioners  of  the  canal 
fund  being  limited  to  loans  at  6 per  cent,  and  such 
being  then  impossible  to  be  obtained,  the  debt  was 
suffered  to  accrue,  and  had  to  be  provided  for  out  of 
the  resources  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  To  dis- 
charge this  debt,  the  commissioners  were  also  em- 
powered by  the  act  of  the  last  session  to  borrow  mo- 
ney without  restriction  as  to  the  rate  of  interest  on 
the  loan.  The  balance  of  the  loans  authorised  by- 
law were  expressly  limited  to  the  payment  of  inte- 
rest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  whole  amount  of  loans  of  all  classes  autho- 
rized the  past  year,  was  $2,100,000.  The  amount 
loaned  up  to  this  time  is  stated  at  about  $1,800,000. 
These  loans,  owing  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the 
money  markets  both  at  home  a ;d  abroad,  have  been 
chiefly  of  a temporary  character;  but  in  no  instance 
have  they  been  obtained  at  a rate  of  interest  exceed- 
ing six  per  cent,  although  the  act  of  the  last  session 
would  have  authorised  the  loan  of  over  one  million 
at  a higher  rate. 

It  will  be  perceived,  for  the  reasons  already  as- 
signed, that  the  debt  due  on  the  public  works,  for  la- 
bor done  during  1840,  amounting  on  accurate  ascer- 
tainment to  about  $600,000,  and  the  amount  necessa- 
ry to  complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  on  which 
about  $582,417  have  been  paid  during  the  current 
year,  making  together  over  $1,000,000,  were  of  a pe- 
culiar character,  and  such,  as  in  good  faith,  the  state 
was  bound  to  see  promptly  obtained  and  disbursed. 
The  great  declension  in  the  price  of  state  stocks, 
those  of  the  most  unquestionable  character,  for  the 
last  year  is  well  known  to  all,  and  presented  to  the 
canal  fund  commissioners  difficulties  of  the  most  for- 
midable character.  Permanent  loans  of  large  sums, 
at  any  reasonable  rate  of  interest,  could  not  be  had, 
either  in  Europe  or  the  Atlantic  cities  of  the  U.  States. 

Actuated  by  a laudable  zeal  to  preserve  unsullied 
the  good  faith  of  the  state,  hitherto  so  proudly  main- 
tained through  every  vicissitude,  the  fund  commis- 
sioners, as  the  best  that  could  be  obtained,  negotiated 
a loan  of  about  $1,000,000  early  in  the  last  spring, 
from  two  of  the  banks  of  Ohio.  By  the  terms  of  this 
loan,  the  notes  of  the  banks  making  it  were,  received 
at  par,  and  the  interest  is  to  he  paid  at  the  state  treasu- 
ry semi-annually,  in  current  money  of  the  state,  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  year. 

The  interest  on  the  public  debt  during  the  year  has 
been  punctually  paid;  and  the  various  public  works 
of  the  state  have  been  provided  with  funds  to  carry 
them  forward  as  rapidly  as  could  be  desired.  The 
Muskingum  improvement  has  been  completed,  and  is 
now  navigated  by  steamboats  the  entire  distance  from 
Zanesville  to  the  Ohio  at  Marietta.  The  balance 
due  for  labor  on  this  work,  is  estimated  at  $80,000. 

The  Hocking  canal  is  finished  to  a point  within 
ten  miles  of  its  termination,  and  about  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  are  supposed  to  be  due  for  labor  al- 
ready done  on  that  line.  The  cost  of  its  entire  com- 
pletion is  estimated  at  $50,000. 

The  debt  due  to  contractors  on  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal,  for  labor  during  the  present  year  is  esti- 
mated at  about  $50,000.  Assuming  the  estimates 
sent  to  the  legislature  by  the  board  of  public  works 
during  the  last  session,  as  a safe  guide,  it  may  be 
considered  as  probable,  that  this  work  can  be  com- 
pleted by  a further  expenditure  of  about  $200,000. 

The  amount  now  due  for  labor  on  the  Miami  ex- 
tension is  estimated  at  $100,000  and  according  to  the 
estimates  furnished  in  the  report  of  the  board  of 


public  works,  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  an 
additional  sum  of  about  $900,000  will  be  required  to 
complete  that  work  to  its  termination. 

From  these  data,  not  professing  to  be  minutely 
exact,  but  which,  I doubt  not,  are  a near  approxima- 
tion to  truth,  it  will  appear  that  the  debt  owing  at 
this  time,  for  Jabor,  done,  with  the  estimate  for  the 
work  not  yet  finished,  and  a part  of  which  is  not  un- 
der contract,  will  together  amount  to  about 
$1,355,000.  Of  the  Miami  canal  and  extension,  (be- 
ing one  hundred  and  ninety-one  miles,  including  a 
navigable  feeder),  there  remain  eighty-eight  miles, 
to  complete  the  navigation  from  Cincinnati  on  the 
Ohio,  to  the  Maumee  bay.  When  this  workjShall  be 
finished,  there  will  be  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  miles  of  canal  owned  entirely  by  the  state,  and 
including  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  miles  of  ca- 
nals, constructed  by  companies  in  which  the  state 
has  an  interest,  there  will  be  nine  hundred  and  four- 
teen miles  of  navigable  canal,  within  the  limits  of 
Ohio.  These  enduring  evidences  of  enterprize  and 
wealth,  traverse  the  state  in  such  directions,  as  to 
draw  to  them  the  productions  of  the  richest  agricul- 
tural and  mineral  regions  of  the  state,  and  bring 
markets  to  the  door  of  the  farmer  and  mechanic,  for 
the  products  of  their  labor. 

The.  amount  paid  into  the  treasury  from  these  ca- 
nals during  the  present  year,  is  $484, 75S  18.  When 
the  route  through  the  valleys  of  the  Miami  and  Mau- 
mee shall  present  an  unbroken  communication  from 
the  Maumee  bay  to  Cincinnati,  and  the  Muskingum 
and  Hocking  canals,  now  quite  finished,  shall  be  in 
full  operation,  it  is  obvious,  that  at  the  present  rate 
of  tolls,  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  will  enable 
the  legislature  greatly  to  diminish  the  taxes.  The 
amount  (as  I have  shown)  necessary  to  the  comple- 
tion of  ail  contemplated  works,  now  unfinished,  will 
add  comparatively  little  to  our  existing  debt;  and 
that  sum  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  use  those  works 
on  which  large  expenditures  have  been  made;  ex- 
penditures which  must  be  quite  unproductive  until 
the  works  to  which  they  were  applied  shall  be  com- 
pleted. In  the  existing  state  of  the  money  market, 
th.e  derangements  of  the  currency,  consequent  embar-  i 
rassment  of  trade,  it  is  not  probable  that  loans  to  any 
extent  can  be  made  during  the  present  year  by  sales 
of  stock,  on  fair  terms,  either  in  the  Atlantic  or  Eu- 
ropean markets.  Should  any  favorable  change  he 
effected  by  the  action  of  congress  upon  the  currency, 
during  the  present  session  of  that  body,  its  influence 
would  undoubtedly  be  felt  in  an  increased  facility 
given  to  every  department  of  business,  and  in  that 
case  a sale  of  stock  on  terms  more  advantageous  to 
the  interest  of  the  state,  might  be  expected.  In  the 
present  condition  of  the  national  councils,  any  mea- 
sures in  that  quarter,  tending  towards  relief-from  the 
evils  that  have  so  long  operated  with  malignant  energy 
upon  the  currency,  are  scarcely  to  be  hoped  for,  and 
certainly  not  to  be  at  all  relied  upon  as  a basis  of  our  le- 
gislation. Should  the  sound  banks  of  this  state 
whose  charters  will  expire  in  1843  be  rechartered, 
or  their  capital  be  transferred  to  any  new  scheme  of 
banking  which  the  legislature  may  enact  at  this  ses- 
sion, there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  loans  might 
be  obtained  from  that  source,  the  interest  on  which 
would  be  payable  in  our  own  state;  and  thus  v/e 
might  be  enabled,  from  our  own  capital,  to  carry  on 
to  final,  completion  our  own  public  works.  Otiier 
means  there  are,  undoubtedly,  by  which  the  sums 
necessary  for  carrying  forward  our  public  works 
might  be  raised,  which  the  ivisdom  of  the  legislature 
may  devise,  but  the  foregoing  has  occurred  to  me  as 
most  safe  and  practicable,  upon  the  supposition  that 
some  general  scheme  of  banking  shall  be  adopted  at 
this  time. 

[land  distribution  bill.] 

In  contemplating  the  future  operations  of  the  state 
in  the  management  of  her  public  debt,  we  should  not 
forget  the  late  act  of  congress  making  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  states.  The  amount  to  be  received  by  Ohio  under 
this  bill,  must  of  course  depend  upon  the  quantity  of 
public  lands  which  shall  be  annually  sold.  The  best 
conjecture  upon  the  subject,  would  probably  give  at 
least  $300,000  to  Ohio  annually,  for  the  next  four  or 
five  years,  and  when  the  large  amount  of  new  lands 
held  by  individuals  shall  have  been  sold,  the  dividends 
to  the  states,  may  be  expected  to  increase,  with  the 
increasing  sales  of  the  public  domain.  Under  the  act 
ol  congress,  the  first  distribution  is  to  be  made  on  the 
first  day  of  June  next. 

I regret  to  observe  a desire  manifested  in  various 
ways  to  effect  a repeal  of  this  most  salutary  law;  one 
that  has  so  often  been  passed  by  both  branches  of 
congress,  and  after  having  been  arrested  by  executive 
power,  was  fortunate  at  length,  in  gaining  the  appro- 
val ol  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  union. 
Should  this  law  remain,  and  the  state  be  able  to  com- 
plete its  public  works  during  the  next  year,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  dividend  coming  to  Ohio,  and  the 


proceeds  of  the  canals,  would  in  1843  fully  pay  the 
interest  of  the  entire  public  debt' of  the  state.  This 
would  enable  the  next  legislature  to  reduce  the  taxes 
now  pressing  heavily  upon  the  people.  All  taxation 
for  canal  purposes  would  be  unnecessary.  When 
the  public  works  of  the  state  shall  have  been  fully 
and  fairly  operating  for  a few  years,  and  the  receipt 
of  tolls  should  be  such  as  to  enable  us,  without  in- 
creasing the  taxes,  to  withdraw  from  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  our  dividend  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  in  part  or  in  whole, 
then  it  would  beoome  not  less  the  policy  than  the 
duty  of  the  state,  to  devote  the  whole  of  that  fund  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt.  Thus  posterity,  for  whom  it  has  been  some- 
times imagined  our  internal  improvements  were  forg- 
ing chains,  would  find  themselves,  by  the  wisdom  and 
energy  of  their  fathers,  the  inheritors  of  an  estate 
free  from  encumbrance,  yielding  an  ample  revenue 
for  all  public  purposes;  with  nearly  a thousand 
miles  of  navigable  canals,  traversing  it  in  all  direc- 
tions, bearing  to  their  destined  markets  all  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  labor,  and  bringing  to  them  in  return 
the  necessaries,  comforts,  and  if  they  wished  them, 
the  luxuries  of  the  civilized  world. 

[penitentiary,  hospitals,  &c.] 

The  operations  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  last  year 
have  been  conducted  in  a manner  creditable  to  the 
warden  and  to  the  state.  Improvements  in  machinery 
and  workshops,  during  the  past  year,  account  for  the 
fact  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  institution  are  less 
for  this,  than  the  preceding  year.  After,  however, 
defraying  all  expenses,  the  balance  paid  into  the 
treasury  the  present  year  is  $23,700.  In  the  year 
1839  the  number  of  convicts  sent  from  all  parts  of 
the  state  to  the  penitentiary  was  172;  in  1840,  137,  in 
1841,  121,  shewing,  notwithstanding  our  population 
has  been  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing  since 
1839,  a decrease  of  crime  in  three  years  of  about 
thirty  per  cent. 

The  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  for  the 
blind,  and  the  lunatic  asylum,  have  all,  during  the 
past  year,  given  additional  proofs  of  the  wise  philan- 
thropy which  dictated  their  establishment.  I most 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  le- 
gislature the  propriety  of  erecting  additional  build- 
ings connected  with  the  lunatic  asylum. 

[geological  survey,  &c.] 

By  a former  act  of  the  legislature,  a geological 
survey  of  the  state  was  commenced.  The  result  was 
the  collection  of  a variety  of  soils  and  minerals  from 
various  districts  in  the  state  which  for  some  years 
had  remained  without  being  classified,  stored  in  a 
room  for  that  purpose.  At  the  last  session  a small 
appropriation  was  made,  to  be  applied,  under  my 
direction,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  labeling  and  ar- 
ranging these  specimens  for  preservation  here,  and 
for  distribution  to  the  literary  institutions  of  the 
state.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  legis- 
lature, far  the  purpose  of  executing  the  law,  I pro- 
cured the  services  of  Dr.  Mather,  who  has  nearly 
completed  the  arrangement.  The  specimens  designed 
for  the  literary  institutions  of  the  slate,  are  now  rea- 
dy for  distribution.  The  arrangement  of  the  whole 
will  be  completed  by  the  first  day  of  January  next. 
The  specimens  intended  to  remain  permanently  at 
the  capitol  are  cased  and  labeled,  and,  together  with 
the  apparatus  belonging  to  the  state,  are  now  in  a 
room  prepared  for  that  purpose,  on  the  public  grounds 
in  this  city.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  I can- 
not forbear  to  press  upon  your  attention  the  proprie- 
ty of  continuing  on  a limited  and  economical  scale 
the  geological  survey  of  the  state,  especially  in  re- 
ference to  the  agricultural  interest  involved  in  the 
subject.  The  most  productive  lands  in  the  state  are 
well  known  to  be  declining  in  fertility  each  succes- 
sive year.  The  means  of  reviving  the  productive 
powers  of  such  soils  must  either  be  learned  by  the 
farmer  by  experience,  which  vve  know  iu  some  coun- 
tries has  failed,  or  it  must  be  made  known  by  that 
science  which  teaches  the  nature  and  quality  ol 
soils,  and  which  is  itself  but  the  embodied  and  suc- 
cessful experiments  of  those  who  have  turned  their 
minds  particularly  to  the  subject.  If  by  the  labors 
of  a geologist,  so  appointed,  one  bushel  of  wheat 
more  than  is  now  produced  should  be  raised  on  each 
acre  of  ground  in  the  state,  occupied  in  the  growth 
of  that  grain,  it  would  pay  the 'salary  of  such  an  of- 
ficer, twice  told,  for  many  years  to  come. 

[bank,  charters,  suspension,  tariff.] 

In  a communication  which  1 had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  the  legislature  at  ils  last  session,  I then 
urged  upon  that  body  the  imperious  necessity  for  ac- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  bank  charters  which  will 
expire  in  January,  1843.  That  session,  however, 
passed,  and  no  definite  action  was  had  on  this,  the 
most  difficult,  and  the  most  important  question  ol 
state  policy  which  will  occupy  your  attention.  The 
final  settlement  of  the  question  can  be  deiayed  no 
longer.  This  great  duty  is  devolved  upon  the  pre- 
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sent  general  assembly,  with  a daily  increasing  ne- 
cessity for  its  prompt  and  permanent  adjustment. 

The  long  continued  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  some  of  the  middle  states,  by 
those  also  of  the  southern,  western  and  southwestern 
states,  has  brought  with  it  all  the  evils  of  unnatural 
and  fluctuating  rates  of  exchange,  usury  to  a most 
enormous  extent,  embarrassment  in  every  branch  of 
business,  with  a great  increase  of  risk  attending  all 
commercial  operations.  This  state  of  things,  if  not 
remedied  soon,  will  make  our  currency,  which  should 
be  a fixed  measure  of  the  price  of  property,  itself  a 
mere  vendible  commodity,  more  variable  in  value 
than  most  other  common  articles  of  traffic.  It  may  be 
well  questioned  whether  this  most  unhappy  state  of 
things  admits  of  any  permanent  remedy,  without  im- 
portant changes  in  our  existing  commercial  relations 
with  foreign  countries.  This  is  a question  over  which 
the  state  legislation  has  no  control;  the  national  le- 
gislature alone  is  competent  to  decide  it.  Whilst  the 
work  shops  of  England  and  France,  filled  with  la- 
borers whose  daily  toil  brings  them  only  a subsist- 
ance,  pour  into  our  markets  every  variety  of  manu- 
facture, by  the  laws  of  their  respective  countries,  the 
precious  metals  or  cotton,  (with  a few  trifling  ex- 
ceptions), are  the  only  equivalents  they  will  receive 
from  us  in  return. 

Except  under  duties  so  onerous,  as  to  amount  to 
prohibition,  the  bread  stuffs,  and  other  productions  of 
much  the  largest  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  can  find  no  markets  in  the  ports  of  France  or 
England.  It  is  obvious  that  under  a system  so  ini- 
quitous and  unjust  towards  us,  in  the  fluctuations  of 
commerce,  balances  against  us  must  occur,  and  these 
must  in  such  case  be  liquidated  by  an  exportation  of 
the  precious  metals.  This  drain,  which  no  human 
sagacity  can  always  foresee,  must  have  the  effect  to 
disturb  prices,  even  were  our  money  purely  meta- 
lic;  should  it  be  of  the  mixed  kind,  composed  of  coin, 
and  paper  convertible  into  coin  on  demand,  then 
whenever  the  unfavorable  balance  was  of  sufficient 
amount,  a suspension  of  specie  payments  would  seem 
inevitable.  As  the  laws  now  are,  the  revenues  to  the 
government  of  the  union,  must  be  raised  by  duties 
on  foreign  goods.  It  is  within  the  power  of  congress, 
by  a proper  discrimination,  in  levying  duties  neces- 
sary f >r  the  ordinary  expense  of  government,  so  to 
di  cri  ninate  as  to  restrict  foreign  importations  within 
narrow  limits,  or  compel  those  with  whom  we  traffic, 
to  open  their  markets  to  the  grain  grower,  as  well  as 
the  cotton  planter,  on  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. — 
Whether  congress  will  exert  this  power,  when  it 
shall  be  proper,  as  it  soon  must  be  to  reconsider  the 
subject,  is  a question  which  cannot  now  be  consider- 
ed as  settled  with  that  certainty  which  is  necessary 
to  form  a safe  basis  of  state^legislation.  The  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  and  not  the  prospect  of  future 
national  legislation,  should  be  the  basis  of  any  policy, 
it  may  please  the  legislature  to  adopt,  touching  the 
subject  of  our  currency.  However  divided  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  may  be  in  their  opinions,  as  to  the 
form  in  which  this  question  shall  be  settled,  there 
cannot  be  a doubt  but  they  are  all  united  in  the  desire 
that  it  should  be  finally  adjusted  by  the  present  legis- 
lature. The  expiration  of  the  charters  of  twenty- 
four  out  of  thirty-seven  banks  of  this  state,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1843,  demands  this,  not  merely  as  a measure  of 
sound  policy,  but  one  of  absolute  necessity. 

The  interests  and  business  of  the  people  demand 
that  the  capital  of  those  banks  whose  charters  expire 
in  1843,  if  at  all  consistent  with  other  leading  conside- 
rations, should  be  retained  in  that  business,  in  some 
form,  to  be  prescribed  at  this  time.  A large  portion 
of  this  capital  is  held  by  owners  in  other  states.  ( 
Should  the  capital  of  those  banks  be  withdrawn  from 
its  accustomed  uses,  the  portion  of  it  owned  abroad 
be  taken  home,  and  no  means  of  similar  investment  j 
provided,  results  must  follow,  more  disastrous  to  the  j 
state,  than  any,  even  in  the  worst  times,  which  it  has  ! 
hitherto  encountered.  I refer  the  legislature  to  the  j 
opinions  and  reflections  contained  in  the  communica-  1 
tion,  embracing  this  subject,  made  by  me  to  the  last  | 
general  assembly,  for  any  suggestions  which  it  might  I 
be  my  duly  to  submit  at  this  time. 

Stringent  measures,  calculated  to  compel  a re- : 
sumption  by  the  banks  of  our  own  state,  whilst  those 
of  several  of  the  Atlantic,  and  all  of  the  western  J 
and  southwestern  states,  remain  in  a state  of  suspen-  ; 
sion,  although  they  might  accomplish  much  good, 
would  undoubtedly  be  attended  with  many  evil  re-  1 
suits,  too  obvious  to  any  one  conversant  with  the  sub- ! 
ject,  to  need  enumeration.  The  legal  questions  aris-  { 
ing  out  of  laws,  operating  upon  charters  previously 
granted,  tend  also  to  embarrass  this  species  of  legis-  | 
lation.  How  far  the  legislature  can  go,  in  enforcing  | 
regulations  upon  private  corporations,  where  provi- ! 
sion  has  not  been  made  in  the  charter  of  such  corpo-  ! 
rations,  for  subsequent  control  is  a question  which  1 
touches  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  social  com- 
pact, and  is  obviously  one,  which,  in  the  end,  can 


only  be  decided  by  the.  judicial  courts  of  the  coun- 
try. A ny  law  which  the  legislature  might  deem  it 
proper  to  adopt,  with  a view  to  accelerate,  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  should 
most  carefully  avoid  any  infraction  of  charters  here- 
tofore granted,  as  in  that  event,  it  would  not  be  en- 
forced by  the  courts  of  the  state. 

Wisely  and  happily  for  us,  the  constitution  has 
given  to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  ample  do- 
minion over  the  laws  of  the  land,  bounded  only  by 
the  restrictions  contained  in  the  constitution.  The 
executive  pewer  is  with  us,  as  completely  disjoined 
from  the  legislative,  as  that  of  the  judicial.  Our  ex- 
perience for  the  last  few  years,  has  accumulated  va- 
rious and  many  evils  of  a different  system.  Our  gra- 
titude should  be  unbounded  to  those,  “who,  in  forming 
our  constitution,  limited  executive  power  to  proper  ex- 
ecutive duties. 

I unite  with  the  whole  people  of  the  state  in  the 
fervent  prayer,  that  the  great  lawgiver  of  the  uni- 
verse may  so  conduct  your  deliberations,  tiiat  they 
may  confer  permanent  blessings  upon  the  state,  and 
justly  entitle  yourselves  to  the  applause  and  grati- 
tude of  our  common  country. 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 

Columbus,  Dec.  7,  1841. 

Legislature.  In  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  state,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  moved  by  the  speaker,  (Mr. 
Spalding:) 

“Whereas  an  opinion  has  become  somewhat  pre- 
valent that  the  independent  states  of  this  union  will, 
at  some  future  period,  repudiate  the  payment  of  the 
debts  by  them  respectively  contracted  with  the  capi- 
talists, both  in  Europe  and  America:  and  whereas 
such  an  opinion  is  at  variance  with  every  principle 
of  patriotism,  morality  and  even  of  common  hones- 
ty: Therefore,  be  it 

“ Resolved , by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
That  a just  sense  of  right,  independent  of  the  high 
claims  of  her  citizens  to  a character  distinguished 
for  honor  and  integrity,  should  effectually  preclude 
our  great  state  from  entertaining  the  crude  notion  of 
absolving  herself  from  the  claims  of  her  creditors  by  the 
mere  exertion  of  sovereign  power. 

“ Resolved , As  the  sense  of  this  general  assembly, 
That  the  citizens  of  Ohio  respect  the  sanctity  of  their  en- 
gagements, whether  of  a public  or  private  nature, 
and  will  at  ail  times  be  found  willing  to  pay  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  all  debts  by  their  state  govern- 
ment fairly  and  lawfully  contracted.” 

These  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  in  the  house  of 
representatives  by  sixty-four  yeas  to  six  nays. 

INDIANA. 

The  governor’s  message  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  legislature  after  reviewing  the 
prosperity  and  blessings  of  the  past  year  proceeds  to 
the  subject  of  the 

STATE  DEBT  AND  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

You  have  met  under  peculiarly  trying  circum- 
stances. Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  legisla- 
ture we  have  reached  a crisis  in  our  affairs,  dreaded 
indeed  by  many,  but  which  it  was  hoped  might  be 
avoided.  Indiana,  until  this  present  year,  had  suc- 
ceeded in  paying  the  interest  on  her  public  debt, 
and  at  the  last  session  ample  provision  was  supposed 
to  have  been  made  for  its  payment  this  year,  but  cir- 
cumstances beyond  the  control  of  the  agents  of  the 
slate,  have  rendered  it  impossible  to  procure  the  ne- 
cessary funds,  and  we  are  compelled  to  admit  the 
unwelcome  truth,  that  the  credit  of  the  state  has  not 
been  sustained. 

It  now  devolves  upon  the  legislature  to  devise  and 
adopt  measures  the  best  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
our  situation.  To  do  this,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
look  over  the  whole  ground — to  examine  our  exact 
situation  with  the  strictest  scrutiny,  and  make  the 
most  correct  estimate  we  possibly  can  of  the  liabili- 
ties, and  means,  and  resources  of  the  state.  In  or- 
der that  the  whole  subject  may  be  fully  presented 
and  understood,!  shall  in  the  first  place  consider 
somewhat  in  detail  the  commencement  and  progress 
of  those  measures,  the  unfortunate  issue  of  which 
has  involved  the  state  in  her  present  difficulties. 

In  the  year  1827,  the  state  of  Indiana  obtained 
from  the  general  government  a grant  of  land  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
with  a view  to  connect  the  Wabash  river  with  Lake  | 
Erie.  A portion  of  this  grant  was  surrendered  to  | 
the  state  of  Ohio  on  the  condition  that  she  would 
construct  the  canal  from  the  boundary  of  Indiana  to 
the  Lake.  This  canal  lias  been  completed,  ready 
for  navigation,  from  Lafayette  on  the  Wabash,  to  the 
eastern  line  of  the  state.  This  work  is  not  general- 
ly regarded  as  forming  a part  of  the  general  system  j 
of  internal  improvements,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  ! 
the  state  subsequently  engaged  in  the  year  1836.  It  is  j 
now  understood  that  Ohio  will  complete  her  portion  | 


of  the  line  in  1842;  by  which  an  uninterrupted  com- 
munication will  be  opened  between  the  Wabash  and 
Lake  Erie. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1836,  the  legislature 
passed  an  act  to  provide  for  a general  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  embracing  a number  of  expen- 
sive works.  The  extent  and  present  condition  of 
these  works,  including  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
with  the  total  disbursement  thereon,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  with  the  expenditure  under  every  head, 
may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows: 

1.  The  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  from  the  state  line 
to  Tippecanoe,  129?  miles  in  length,  completed  and 
navigable  for  the  whole  distance,  at  a total  expen- 
diture, including  payments  for  every  purpose,  of 
$2,041,012.  This  sum  includes  the  cost  of  the  steam- 
boat lock  at  the  Delphi  dam,  now  nearly  finished. 

2.  The  extension  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
from  the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  to  Terre  Haute  104^ 
miles — total  probable  cost,  $1,500,000 — amount  ex- 
pended, $308,855.  The  navigation  opened  so  far 
down  as  Lafayette,  and  a portion  of  the  work  per- 
formed in  the  vicinity  of  Covington. 

3.  The  Crosscut  canal  from  Terre  Haute  to  cen- 
tral canal,  40  miles  in  length;  estimated  cost  $718,672; 
amount  expended,  $420,679.  No  part  of  the  work 
is  navigable. 

4.  The  White  Water  canal,  from  Lawrenceburg 
to  the  mouth  of  Nettle  creek,  76)  miles;  total  esti- 
mated cost, $1,675, 738;  amount  expended,  $1,099,867. 
Thirty-one  miles  of  this  work  navigable,  extending 
from  the  Ohio  river  to  Brookville. 

5.  The  Central  canal,  from  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  to  Indianapolis,  including  the  feeder  dam  to 
Muncietown;  total  distance,  124)  miles;  total  esti- 
mated cost,  $2,299,853;  amount  expended,  $568,046. 
Eight  miles  completed,  other  portions  nearly  done. 

6.  Central  canal,  from  Indianapolis  to  Evansville, 
on  the  Ohio  river;  length  194  miles;  total  estimated 
cost,  $3,532,394;  amount  expended,  $831,302;  19 
miles  of  which  at  the  southern  end,  connecting  with 
the  Ohio  river,  is  finished,  and  16  miles,  extending 
south  from  Indianapolis,  nearly  finished. 

7.  Erie  and  Michigan  canal,  182)  miles;  estimated 
cost,  $2,624,823;  amount  expended,  $156,324.  No 
part  ol  this  work  is  finished. 

8.  The  Madison  and  Indianapolis  rail  road,  85) 
miles  loijg;  total  estimated  cost,  $2,046,600;  amount 
expended,  $1,493,013.  Road  finished  and  in  opera- 
tion for  about  28;  miles.  Grading  very  nearly  fi- 
nished on  27)  miles  in  addition,  extending  to  Edin- 
burg. 

9.  Indianapolis  and  Lafayette  turnpike  road;  73 
miles  in  length;  total  estimated  cost;  $593,737; 
amount  expended,  $72,182.  The  bridging  and  most 
of  the  grading  done  on  27  miles  from  Crawl'ordsville 
to  Lafayette. 

10.  New  Albany  and  Vincennes  turnpike  road, 
105  miles  long;  e timated  cost,  $1,127,295;  amount 
expended,  $654,411.  Forty-one  miles  graded  and 
McAdamized,  extending  from  New  Albany  to  Paoli, 
and  27  miles  in  addition  partly  graded. 

11.  Jeffersonville  and  Crawfordsville  road,  164) 
miles  long;  total  estimated  cost  without  metalling', 
$952,000;  with  metalling  added,  the  cost  would  be 
$1,651,800;  amount  expended,  $372,733;  forty-five 
miles  partly  graded  and  bridged,  extending 'from 
Jeffersonville  to  8 dem,  and  from  Greencastle  north. 

12.  Improvement  of  the  Wabash  rapids,  under- 
taken jointly  by  this  state  and  Illinois,  one-half  of 
the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  $102,500;  amount  ex- 
pended by  Indiana,  9,539. 

There  has  also  been  paid  for  the  general  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  board  of  internal  improvements, 
for  the  purchase  of  instruments,  &c.  chargeable  alike 
to  all  the  public  works,  the  sum  of  $35,564  41. 

By  summing  up  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  whole  length  is  1,289  miles,  281  miles 
of  which  have  been  completed;  aggregate  estimated 
cost  of  all  the  works,  $19,914,424;  amount  expend- 
ed for  all  purpo  es,  up  to  this  date,  $8,164,523  21. 

The  above  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  entire  lines 
are  based  on  the  cost  of  the  work  already,  from 
which  it  appears  it  would  require  to  complete  the 
whole  of  the  above  works,  $11,750,000.  At  the 
present  reduced  prices  it  might  take  less,  were  it  not 
for  the  loss  and  dilapidation  on  the  unfinished  por- 
tions of  the  works.* 

Following  in  immediate  connexion  with  this  view 
of  our  public  works  is  the  amount  of  the  whole  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  state.  Including  all  our  liabilities 
this  may  be  estimated  at  $15,088,146.  There  is 
some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  exact  amount  of  a 

*The  sum  requisite  to  complele  any  particular  work 
may  be  seen  by  subtracting  the  amount  expended  from 
the  estimated  cost.  Appended  to  the  message  is  a tabu- 
lar statement,  (A)  prepared  from  the  most  authentic 
vouchers  and  sources  of  information,  from  which  the 
above  was  extracted,  exhibiting  the  work  done  and  the 
expenditures  in  detail. 
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part  of  the  items,  but  upon  referring  to  the  most  ac- 
curate sources  of  information  it  is  believed  the  fol- 
lowing statement  will  be  found  substantially  correct. 

1.  For  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  $1,727,000 

2.  For  the  establishment  of  the  state  bank  1,390,000 

3.  For  the  enlargement  of  the  capital  of 

said  bank 

4.  Advanced  to  the  bank  in  anticipation 

of  the  4th  instalment  of  the  surplus 
revenue 

5.  For  bonds  advanced  to  the  Lawrence- 

burg  and  Indianapolis  rail  road 
company 

6.  For  bonds  sold  for  the  internal  im- 

provement system  of  1836 

7.  Due  the  state  bank  for  advances  on 

the  public  works,  including  interest 

8.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding 

9.  For  last  July  instalment  of  interest 

10.  Hypothecated  bonds  sold 

11.  Bonds  now  hypothecated 

12.  Interest  on  outstanding  treasury  notes 


1,000,000 

294.000 

221.000 

7.050.000 

693,146 

1.300.000 

259.000 

404.000 
665,  OOt) 

85,090 


Total  $15,088,146 

There  has  been  advanced  on  the  bonds  now  hypo- 
thecated $145,000  nearly.  Should  this  sum  be  re- 
funded by  the  sale  of  state  bonds,  that  item  will  be 
reduced  to  the  amount  of  bonds  sold  to  redeem  those 
hypothecated.  When  the  revenue  of  the  year  1841 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  the  amount  of  treasu- 
ry notes  will  be  reduced  perhaps  to  $850,000. 

That  part  of  our  liabilities  usually  called  the  sus- 
pended debt,  upon  which  nothing  has  been  received, 
in  which  may  be  included  the  Cohen  property,  con- 
sists of  the  following: 

1.  Due  from  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  compa- 
ny for  bonds  sold  to  increase  the  stock  of  the 


state  bank  nearly 

2.  From  the  same  for  bonds  sold  for  in- 

ternal improvement  perposes 

3.  From  other  companies 

4.  Cost  of  Cohen  property 


$1,000,000 

1,146,000 

894.000 

341.000 


Total  amount  of  the  suspended  debt  $3,381,000 
By  a joint  resolution,  in  relation  to  money  due  in 
eastern  cities  and  states  for  state  bonds  disposed  of, 
approved  February  24,  1840,  it  was  made  the  duty 
of  the  fund  commissioners  to  require  collateral  se- 
curity to  double  the  amount  of  the  bonds  sold  to  the 
Morris  Canal  and  Banking  company,  to  raise  money 
to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  state  bank,  or 
require  the  payment  of  said  bonds  or  the  return 
thereof.  By  this  transfer  to  the  canal  fund  commis- 
sioners, the  management  of  this  debt  was  taken  from 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  it  has  since  then  be- 
come blended  with  the  debts  contracted  on  account 
of  the  general  internal  improvement  system. 

No  correct  opinion  can  be  formed  of  the  probable 
amount  which  will  be  realized  from  the  suspended 
debt,  nor  of  the  value  of  the  collateral  securities  taken 
at  different  times  for  its  payment;  the  securities  are 
as  various  as  can  be  well  imagined,  and  many  of  them 
are  doubtless  scarcely  worth  the  paper  employed  in 
conveying  them  to  the  state.  A partof  the  debt  may 
be  recovered,  but  how  much,  or  when,  are  questions 
it  is  impossible  to  answer-  One  thing,  however,  is 
pretty  certain,  that  very  little  of  it  can  be  collected 
in  time  to  be  used  for  any  immediate  purpose. 

The  public  debt  of  the  state  may  be  arranged  un- 
der three  different  heads: 

First.  That  part  upon  which  the  interest  can  be 
paid  without  a resort  to  taxation.  This  includes  the 
following  loans,  viz: 

1st.  Original  loan  to  create  bank  stock  $1,390,000 
2d.  Advanced  to  the  bank  in  anticipation 
of  the  4th  instalment  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue 294,000 

3d.  Advanced  to  the  Lawrenceburgh  and 

Indianapolis  rail  road  company  221,000 


Total  $1,905,000 

Second.  The  treasury  notes  remaining  in  circula- 
tion. The  whole  amount  issued  up  to  the  1st  of 
November,  1840,  was  $1,450,000  00.  The  amount 
which  has  not  been  returned  to  the  treasury  is  esti- 
mated at  $1,300,000.  These  bear  interest  from  their 
date  until  redeemed,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 


annum. 

Third.  This  part  of  the  public  debt  consists  of 
all  those  liabilities  of  every  description,  exclusive  of 
the  treasury  notes  upon  which  the  interest  is  de- 
mandable,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  no  adequate 
means  are  at  present  provided. 

These  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

1 Bonds  sold  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  $1,727,000 

9.  Bonds  disposed  of  for  internal  improve- 
ment purposes  7,050,000 

3.  Principal  due  the  state  bank  for  ad- 
vances on  the  public  works  641,500 


4.  Hypothecated  bonds  sold  and  unsold  ,069,000  , 

5.  For  bonds  sold  to  the  Morris  Canal  and 
Banking  company,  to  increase  the  capital 

stock  of  the  state  bank  1,000,000 


Total  $11,487,500 

This  sum  bears  five  per  cent,  interest,  except 
$100,000  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  loan,  and  the 
amount  advanced  on  the  public  works  by  the  bank, 
which  bear  six  percent.;  and  about  $30,000  of  seven 
per  cent,  bonds  recently  disposed  of  in  payment  of  inte- 
rest. The  annual  interest  on  the  above  sum  may  be  set 
down  at  $432,440.  If  we  add  to  this  the  amount  to 
be  paid  for  exchanges,  commission,  expenses,  &c.  the 
least  amount  necessary  to  discharge  the  interest  on 
the  above  part  of  the  public  debt  will  vary  but  little 
from  $615,000  annually. 

To  pay  this  amount  of  interest,  the  state  possesses 
the  following  means,  which  may  be  relied  on  with 
certainty: 

1st.  The  interest  on  the  proceeds  of  sales  of 

the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  $24,000 

2d.  Interest  from  surplus  revenue  32,000 

Total  $56,000 

Which  being  deducted  from  the  preceding  sum  of 

$615,000,  leaves  the  annual  interest  due  under  the 
third  head  at  the  sum  of  $559,000. 

The  proceeds  from  tolls,  water  rents,  &c.  on  the 
public  works,  will  be  absorbed  in  expenses  and  re- 
pairs for  some  time.  And  all  other  extraordinary 
sources  of  revenue  brought  into  the  estimates  usually 
made,  are  too  uncertain  to  be  relied  upon  at  present. 
But  I think  it  may  be  calculated  safely,  that  in  five 
years,  should  Ohio  complete  her  portion  of  the  work 
as  soon  as  expected,  the  tolls  and  rents  derived  from 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  when  added  to  the  an- 
nual interest  received  from  the  sale  of  canal  lands, 
will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loan  for 
its  construction. 

It  will  be  discovered  from  the  foregoing  statements 
that  we  have  a twofold  debt  pressing  heavily  upon  us, 
from  which  immediate  relief  cannot  be  expected, 
namely,  the  sum  actually  expended  on  the  system  of 
internal  improvements  adopted  in  1836,  comprising 
works  which  are  not  in  a situation  to  yield  any  profit, 
and  also  the  suspended  debt  upon  which  the  accruing 
interest  is  to  be  paid,  although  the  state  has  not  re- 
ceived any  part  of  the  principal. 

It  is  due  to  ourselves,  in  this  state  of  our  affairs,  to 
examine  into  some  of  the  prominent  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  embarrassments.  The 
first  of  these  is  doubtless  to  be  found  in  the  number 
of  large  and  expensive  works  embraced  in  the  system 
of  internal  improvements,  and  their  simultaneous 
prosecution.  Also,  the  unexpected  increase  in  the 
prices  of  provision,  labor  and  materials,  was  such 
that  a sum  much  greater  than  the  original  estimates 
was  required  for  the  construction  of  the  public 
works.  Two  great  errors  were  committed  in  the 
progress  of  the  system.  The  first  was  paying  the 
most  of  the  interest  out  of  the  money  borrowed.  This 
subjected  the  state  to  the  payment  of  compound  in- 
terest; and  the  people,  not  feeling  the  pressure  of 
taxes  to  discharge  the  interest,  naturally  became  in- 
attentive to  the  policy  which  was  pursued.  Had  the 
legislature  commenced  by  levying  taxes  to  defray  the 
interest  as  it  accrued,  its  amount  would  have  been  a 
certain  index  to  the  sums  expended  on  the  works. 
This  of  itself  would  have  done  much  to  check  extra- 
vagant expenditures.  The  second  error  was  selling 
bonds  on  credit.  This  finally  led  to  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences,  and  it  constitutes  a prominent 
cause  of  the  failure  of  the  state  to  progress  with  the 
general  system  of  improvements,  that  those  compa- 
nies to  whom  bonds  had  been  sold  on  time  did  not 
comply  with  their  contracts.  During  the  summer  of 
1839  several  very  important  works  were  rapidly  pro- 
gressing to  completion.  Loans  had  been  negotiated 
with  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  company,  and 
other  companies  of  less  note,  amounting  to  nearly 
tv/o  millions  of  dollars,  and,  generally,  the  proceeds 
were  to  be  paid  to  the  state  in  monthly  instalments, 
so  as  to  enable  the  canal  commissioners  to  meet  their 
engagements  with  contractors  on  the  public  works. 
Every  thing  seemed  to  be  moving  forward  as  prospe- 
rously as  could  be  desired  until  the  month  of  August, 
1839,  when  these  companies  became  unable  to  fulfil 
their  contracts.  As  a matter  of  course,  operations 
on  the  public  works  ceased  immediately,  except  on 
the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  rail  road,  for  which  a 
special  loan  had  been  made  with  a company  in  Ma- 
dison. In  a very  short  time  the  situation  of  the 
country  became  such,  that  money  to  progress  with 
the  works  could  not  be  obtained  from  any  quarter. 

But  the  enumeration  of  the  causes  which  produced 
our  present  embarrassments  does  not  stop  here,  par- 

tThe  unsold  (§665,000)  will  not  draw  interest  until 
gold  under  the  hypothecation. 


ticularly  as  relates  to  the  non-pavment  of  interest. — 
The  legislature  at  the  last  session  made  provision  for 
the  payment  of  interest  and  the  redemption  of  trea- 
sury notes,  by  authorising  the  sale  of  bonds,  to  bear 
not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  interest,  and  by  direct- 
ing the  levy  of  a tax  of  forty  cents  on  each  hundred 
dollars  of  the  grand  assessment.  As  is  well  known 
the  fund  commissioner  could  not  dispose  of  bonds  on 
the  terms  required  by  the  legislature.  Nothing  could 
be  realized  in  the  collection  of  taxes  soon  enough  to 
meet  the  July  instalment  of  interest.  But  this  is  not 
all.  The  act  of  1840,  authorising  the  issue  of  treasu- 
ry notes,  made  them  receivable  for  taxes,  and  it  will 
be  found,  when  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  shall 
have  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  the  most,  if  not  all, 
of  it  will  be  returned  in  treasury  notes— which  by 
law  are  required  to  be  destroyed  as  they  are  received 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  state.  And  the  amount  of  these 
notes  still  in  circulation  must  prevent  us,  for  several 
years,  from  deriving  any  available  means  from  the 
collection  of  taxes,  with  which  to  liquidate  any  part 
of  the  interest  on  the  state  debt.  The  condition  of 
the  suspended  debt  is  such  that,  although  portions  of 
it  may  be  collected,  yet  we  cannot  procure  it  to  pay 
interest  as  it  falls  due. 

Such  is  actually  our  condition;  and  candor  and  jus- 
tice to  ourselves  and  to  our  creditors  require  us  to 
acknowledge  that  we  have  neither  under  our  control 
nor  in  prospect,  for  some  time  to  come,  the  means  to 
discharge  the  interest  on  the  whole  of  our  public 
debt. 

It  is  true,  we  might,  by  the  sale  of  bonds  greatly 
below  their  nominal  value,  manage  to  meet  our  lia- 
bilities for  the  present;  but,  owing  to  the  vast  depre- 
ciation of  our  bonds,  the  debt  of  the  state  would  soon 
be  augmented  to  a sum  so  large  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible, under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  to 
sustain  its  accumulated  weight.  Such  a line  of  po- 
licy must  in  the  end  lead  to  a failure  more  disastrous 
and  oppressive  in  its  consequences,  than  to  pause  at 
the  present  period  of  our  difficulties.  Heavy  sacri- 
fices to  pay  interest  will  add  to  the  existing  burdens 
of  the  state,  without  the  most  remote  promise  of  ulti- 
mate relief,  although  this  may  not  be  true  in  respect 
of  measures  to  secure  the  completion  of  some  of  the 
best  works.  The  sum  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  lose  in  order  to  pay  our  interest  at  the  present  sell- 
ing price  of  our  bonds,  if  properly  and  prudently  ap- 
plied annually,  would  do  more  to  relieve  the  state 
and  calm  the  fears  of  judicious  creditors,  than  large 
and  continued  sacrifices  to  meet  the  interest  while 
permitting  the  works  to  decay. 

Nevertheless,  it  becomes  us  to  leave  no  efforts  un- 
tried to  recover  our  former  position.  Indiana  pos- 
sesses an  enterprising  and  a rapidly  increasing  popu- 
lation. The  natural  resources  of  the  state,  as  they 
shall  be  devoloped  by  the  industry  of  her  citizens, 
will  add  continually  to  her  wealth,  and  this  very  ad- 
dition will  result  in  a constant  relative  diminution  of 
the  burdens  of  the  public  debt.  It  is  our  misfortune 
that  we  cannot  preserve  the  faith  of  the  state  unim- 
paired. Still  we  should  not  despair  of  recovering 
from  our  difficulties  while  any  means  remain  within 
our  power  with  which  we  can  work.  Although 
whatever  means,  available  at  present,  are  insufficient 
to  pay  all  the  interest  on  our  internal  improvement 
debt,  yet  can  we  not  with  these  and  such  other  re- 
sources as  can  be  reached,  properly  and  prudently 
applied,  place  the  state  in  a situation  to  pay  her  debts, 
and  finally  redeem  her  sunken  credit? 

Unless  infamy  is  to  be  sought  in  the  suicidal  mea- 
sure of  repudiating  the  public  debt,  and  we  further- 
more adopt  the  destructive  policy  of  abandoning  all 
the  public  works  comprised  in  the  act  of  1836,  thus 
throwing  away,  at  a dead  loss  forever,  all  that  has 
been  expended,  the  state  could  not  do  better  than  col- 
lect all  her  scattered  means  which  can  be  made 
available,  and  with  a determined  effort  endeavor  to 
place  some  of  the  most  valuable  works  in  a condition 
to  become  profitable. 

So  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  pub- 
lic good  and  the  pledged  faith  of  the  state,  and  with- 
out granting  privileges  which  may  prove  detrimental 
to  the  future  interests  of  the  citizens,  the  state  would 
do  well  to  secure  the  assistance  of  companies  who 
may  be  willing  to  contribute  towards  the  construc- 
tion of  the  public  works.  That  companies  can  be 
found  to  embark  to  any  great  extent  in  an  enterprise 
of  this  character  I do  not  believe.  Nevertheless,  on 
some  of  the  lines  it  is  currently  understood  that  asso- 
ciations of  individuals  can  be  induced  to  step  forward 
and  invest  funds  in  the  shape  of  stock  to  an  amount 
which  will  afford  efficient  assistance  in  the  comple- 
tion of  those  works.  * * * * * 

[Here  follows  the  paragraph  inserted  at  p.  242  of 
this  volume]. 

* * * * There  is  nothing  pleasant  in 

arriving  at  these  conclusions,  nor  in  expressing  them; 
but  while  so  much  is  said  in  a spirit  of  reproof,  on  the 
subject  of  Indiana  protecting  her  credit  under  such  a 
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complication  of  difficulties,  we  ask  to  have  it  remem- 
bered that  some  of  those  upon  whom  we  relied  for 
the  means  of  progressing  with  our  public  works  have 
not  kept  their  faith  with  us.  Ho.wmuchsoever  we 
may  be  obnoxious  to  censure,  as  a state,  for  the  in- 
considerate manner  in  which  the  system  of  internal 
improvements  was  projected  and  prosecuted,  it  is  our 
misfortune,  and  not  through  any  dishonest  intention, 
that  we  occupy  our  present  position.  Could  we  col- 
lect the  whole,  or  even  a moiety  of  the  suspended 
debt,  much  could  be  accomplished  in  sustaining  the 
faith  of  the  state.  It  was  the  creation  of  this  debt 
which  put  a stop  to  the  operations  on  the  public 
works,  and  its  weight  is  now  crushing  the  energies  of 
those  who  are  struggling  to  sustain  the  credit  of  In- 
diana. 

As  to  our  own  public  agents  identified  with  these 
transactions,  so  far  as  any  of  them  have  wilfully  vio- 
lated their  duty,  they  should  answer  therefor  to  the 
proper  tribunals  of  the  country.  You  will,  of  course, 
injustice  to  all  concerned,  give  this  subject  a fair  and 
impartial  investigation,  and,  if  necessary,  direct  such 
proceedings  as  justice  and  the  interests  of  the  state 
may  demand. 

In  presenting  the  preceding  details,  views  and  re- 
marks, respecting  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the 
state,  and  of  the  suspended  debt,  I have  found  no 
pleasure.  An  imperious  sense  of  duty  has  alone  in- 
duced me  to  adopt  the  course  I have  pursued  on  this 
occasion.  As  regards  the  public  works,  the  state 
debt,  and  our  future  prospects,  it  can  subserve  no 
useful  purpose  to  ourselves  nor  to  our  creditors  to 
conceal  our  real  situation.  When  all  know  the 
ground  upon  which  we  stand,  the  wisdom  of  future 
measures  can  be  fully  appreciated,  the  object  at 
which  our  exertions  should  be  aimed  can  be  more 
clearly  perceived,  and,  fully  understanding  the  pre- 
mises, the  probabilities  of  a favorable  result  can  be 
the  more  readily  estimated  by  ourselves  and  those  to 
whom  we  may  look  for  assistance. 

[banks,  resumption,  tariff.] 

The  affairs  of  the  state  bank  will  claim  your  at- 
tention. As  exhibited  on  the  30th  of  October,  1841, 
the  condition  of  the  bank  was  as  follows: 

Means: 

Discounted  notes  and  bills  of  exc’ge  $3,708,158  06 

Balances  due  from,  and  notes  of  other 

banks,  417,040  82 

Specie,  1,121,518  60 

Other  resources,  1,395,492  73 


$6,648,210  21 

Liabilities. 

Notes  in  circulation,  $2,940,415  00 

Individual  deposites,  251,966  41 

Other  liabilities,  except 
those  for  the  stock  and 
its  profits  294,794  46 

3,487,184  87 

Balance  being  amount  of  state  and  indi- 
vidual stock,  and  undivided  profits,  $3,161,025  34 


$6,648,210  21 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  the  year  1839  the 
stat  usede  $641,461  00  of  the  means  of  the  bank,  upon 
which  not  even  the  interest  has  not  been  paid,  and  to 
this  amount  is  restricting  the  power  of  loaning  to  the 
citizens.  As  a matter  of  course,  the  bank,  like  indi- 
viduals, feels  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  it  has 
become  almost  essential  to  the  existence  of  some  of 
the  branches  that  this  debt  should  be  liquidated. 

The  subject  of  resuming  specie  payments  has  been 
frequently  pressed  on  the  western  banks.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  foresee  all  the  consequences  of  such  a mea- 
sure, but  one  thing  is  certain  that  a change  in  the 
times  for  the  belter,  will  not  be  fully  established 
until  there  has  been  a return  to  specie  paying  cur- 
rency resting  on  a durable  basis.  Still  the  only  per- 
manent remedy  of  the  present  distress  is  to  be  found 
in  the  removal  of  individual  indebtedness.  Such  a 
result  must  be  produced  mainly  by  the  profits  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  staple  exports  of  the  country, 
and  the  interchange  and  transfer  of  property,  and  the 
surplus  productions  of  labor  in  the  payment  of  debts; 
and  a well  regulated  currency,  and  equal  exchanges 
are  most  important  signs  in  facilitating  that  part  of 
these  operations,  in  which  money  is  requisite  in  buy- 
ing and  selling,  or  to  pay  debts  at  home,  and  especial- 
ly abroad. 

It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  another 
crisis  is  before  us,  in  which  every  kind  of  property 
will  be  liable  to  a further  depreciation.  Just  as  soon 
as  the  banks  resume,  whether  immediately  or  at  some 
distant  day,  those  banks,  unable  to  withstand  the 
shock,  must  sink,  the  most,  if  not  all  of  them  never 
to  rise  again.  As  most  of  these  have  a large  circu- 
lation, a vast  amount  of  paper  money  depreciated  in 
value,  or  proving  worthless  in  the  hands  of  the 
holders,  will  add  to  the  disasters  of  the  times.  At 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  the  paper  of  all 


those  banks  unable  to  redeem  their  liabilities  in  gold 
and  silver,  must  suffer  a depreciation  which  will  ren- 
der it  nearly  valueless  in  the  payment  of  debts  until 
it  shall  have  undergone  the  process  of  the  broker’s 
office.  One  matter  which  materially  affects  the  pre- 
sent embarrassments,  consists  in  the  great  declension 
in  prices,  the  real  effect  of  which  is  the  same  as  if 
the  entire  indebtedness  of  the  country  had  been  in- 
creased in  a similar  proportion  to  the  reduction  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  labor,  and  every  kind 
of  transferable  property.  A like  result  may  be  pro- 
duced by  causing  a depreciating  of  the  circulating 
medium.  Whenever  the  leading  banks  in  the  west 
shall  have  commenced  paying  specie,  their  paper 
must  rise  to  the  specie  standard,  the  amount  of  their 
circulation  will  be  rapidly  diminished,  and  for  self- 
protection not  be  thrown  out  again,  until  it  has  been 
clearly  ascertained  what  banking  institutions  have 
survived.  The  paper  which  must  depreciate,  and  it 
may  include  the  treasury  notes  of  this  state,  will  re- 
main for  the  debtor,  who  will  discover  most  unex- 
pectedly, that  his  debts  have  been  in  effect  enlarged 
by  the  increased  amount  of  such  paper  which  it  will 
require  to  pay  those  debts  contracted  at  home  and 
abroad,  with  reference  to  a more  uniform  state  of  the 
currency.  Whatever  consequences  may  spring  from 
a resumption,  I fear  those  will  be  deceived  who  urge 
the  measure,  under  the  belief  that  it  will,  unaided 
by  other  measures,  prove  an  effectual  remedy  for  the 
distracted  condition  of  the  country.  The  origin  of 
the  evil  lies  further  back,  than  the  refusal  of  the 
banks  to  pay  specie.  The  suspension  is  but  one  of 
the  many  consequences  which  have  flowed  from  over 
banking,  over  trading,  and  from  wild  and  reckless 
speculation,  through  which  wealth  was  sought  by 
new  and  untried  schemes  that  have  brought  nothing 
but  ruin  aud  bankruptcy  to  the  projectors. 

The  time  for  resumption  should  be  selected  with 
caution,  and  neither  precipitated  nor  delayed,  ex- 
cept for  sufficient  reasons.  It,  however  may  not  be 
amiss  to  remark,  if  many  banks  of  doubtful  solvency 
continue  increasing  their  circulation,  which  in  all 
probability  must  prove  worthless  in  the  end,  the 
sooner  the  resumption  takes  place  the  better  for  the 
country.  When  tiie  banks  shall  undertake  to  redeem 
their  liabilities  in  specie,  they  must  be  sustained  as 
far  as  possible,  for  a general  failure  in  the  effort, 
would  but  augment  the  disasters  and  difficulties, 
which  have  perplexed  the  trade,  business  and  mo- 
neyed concerns  of  the  country  for  the  last  few  years. 
In  the  meantime,  if  we  wish  to  hasten  the  approach 
of  belter  times  we  must  live  cheaper,  pay  our  old 
debts  as  fast  as  our  available  means  will  enable  us, 
even  if  some  considerable  sacrifice  is  required,  pro- 
tect the  industry  of  our  own  citizens  against  the 
ruinous  competition  of  low  prices  and  scanty  wages 
in  Europe,  and  secure  a sound  and  equal  currency 
for  the  trading  and  commercial  operations  of  every 
portion  of  our  common  country. 

As  respects  the  state  bank  of  Indiana,  it  can  no 
doubt  resume  at  the  earliest  day  the  leading  western 
banks  will  name.  Whether  it  can  do  so  at  an  earlier 
period,  without  permanent  injury  to  the  bank  itself, 
irrespective  of  the  general  welfare,  is  a question 
concerning  which  a more  correct  opinion  can  be 
formed,  when  the  condition  of  the  branches  shall  be 
exhibited  through  their  annual  reports  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

The  act  of  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 
provided  that  they  should  be  issued  of  the  denomina- 
tion of  fifty  and  of  five  dollars,  in  an  equal  amount  of 
each  kind.  The  larger  notes  have  proved  inconve- 
nient for  circulation,  and  for  the  payment  of  taxes, 
and  have  suffered,  and  are  still  liable  to  a greater  de- 
preciation than  those  of  the  less  denomination.  It  is 
believed  that  it  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic generally,  if  provision  were  made  by  law  for  the 
state  to  take  up  the  fifties,  by  substituting  in  their 
place  notes  of  five  dollars.  As  the  state  can  lose 
nothing  by  the  operation,  no  good  reason  can  be  con- 
ceived why  this  should  not  be  done  immediately,  the 
more  especially  as  it  is  now  settled  that  they  must 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  until  they  can  be 
taken  up  in  the  collection  of  the  state  revenue.  Under 
existing  circumstances  bonds  cannot  be  sold  for  their 
redemption,  and  it  wall  require  every  exertion  to  pre- 
vent their  depreciation.  Their  value  as  a circulat- 
ing medium,  for  which  they  have  been  used  must 
now  depend  on  the  facility  with  which  they  can  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  the  demand 
created  for  them,  by  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  col- 
lected. 

[state  treasury.] 

From  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  state  which 
will  be  laid  before  you,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  of 
October  last,  being  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  is 
$29,774  93. 

The  report  of  the  auditor  of  state,  which  will  be 
laid  before  you,  shows  the  assessments  of  the  pre- 


sent year  from  which  the  revenue  of  1842  is  to  be 
derived.  It  appears  that  the  whole  taxable  property 
of  Indiana  is  valued  at  $95,518,763,  showing  an  in- 
crease over  the  assessment  of  the  previous  year  of 
$5,762,978.  Thenumberof  polls  returned  are  103,749, 
showing  an  increase  in  the  number  of  polls,  of  3,458. 
The  revenue  received  the  present  year  for  state  pur- 
poses will  be  $459,884  55.  This  amount  is  deriv- 
ed under  the  law  directing  an  annual  permanent 
tax  of  forty  cents  to  be  levied  each  year  on  the 
grand  assessment  for  internal  improvement  pur- 
poses, and  seventy-five  cents  on  each  poll  to  pay 
the  current  expenses  of  the  state  government. — 
These  expenses  are  estimated  for  the  ensuing  year  at 
$92,750  00. 

[state  prison,  asyi.ums,  education,  and  conclu- 
sion.] 

The  entire  policy  of  its  discipline,  as  established 
by  law,  cannot  be  too  soon  abandoned  for  the  cha- 
racter of  the  state.  The  country  has  been  full  of 
rumors  for  many  years,  of  mismanagement  and  want 
of  proper  attention  on  the  part  of  the  superinten- 
dents: but  it  needs  only  a hasty  examination  of  the 
entire  concern,  to  satisfy  the  most  dull  observer,  that 
no  man,  or  set  of  men,  the  best  qualified  that  can  be 
found,  would  be  able  to  succeed  in  the  management 
of  ther  present  prison,  as  such  an  institution  ought  to 
be  conducted.  The  prison  itself,  is  entirely  too  small, 
and  the  buildings  are  ill-designed  and  worse  con- 
structed. 

The  location  of  the  penitentiary  on  the  Ohio  river, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a flourishing  commer- 
cial city,  furnishes  every  facility  for  the  profitable 
employment  of  the  convicts;  and  a removal  to  a dis- 
tance from  Jeffersonville  is  not  to  be  desired.  The 
ineligibility  of  the  present  site,  however,  is  very  ob- 
vious. The  prison  is  situated  within  the  incorpo- 
rated limits  of  the  town,  with  dwellings  of  the  citi- 
zens near  it.  The  practice  has  been  for  many  years, 
and  I apprehend  it  cannot  be  entirely  changed  until 
more  room  is  obtained,  to  employ  a part  of  the  con- 
victs at  labor  without  the  prison,  and  it  has  been  the 
cause  of  much  just  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Jeffersonville,  that  they  are  daily  compelled 
to  witness,  convicted  felons  mingling  with  the  popu- 
lation of  the  town.  Situated  where  the  prison  is,  its 
management  must,  and  does  frequently  bring  the  offi- 
cers of  the  institution  in  conflict  with  the  police  of 
Jeffersonville. 

It  is  submitted  to  your  consideration,  whether 
it  would  not  be  expedient  and  proper  to  so  far 
change  the  present  situation  of  the  prison,  as  to  es- 
tablish it  without  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Jefferson- 
ville. 

When  Indianapolis  was  established  as  the  seat  of 
our  state  government,  upon  lands  granted  by  con- 
gress for  that  purpose,  a lot  of  ample  size  was  re- 
served by  the  state  lor  the  purpose  of  a lunatic  asy- 
lum. Nothing  has  been  done  heretofore  by  the 
legislature  to  carry  out  the  object  of  this  reserva- 
tion. 

The  question  is  left  for  your  decision,  whether  and 
by  what  means  the  object  of  the  above  reservation 
shall  be  effected. 

The  situation  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  this  state 
calls  for  some  legislative  interference.  By  the  cen- 
sus it  appears  that  there  are  in  this  state,  305  deaf 
and  dumb  persons,  and  our  statute  books  remind 
us  that  no  provision  has  been  made  for  their  instruc- 
tion. 

Our  state  constitution  has  imposed  it  upon  the  ge- 
neral assembly  “to  provide  by  law  for  a general  sys- 
tem of  education  ascending  in  a regular  gradation 
from  township  schools  to  a state  university,  where- 
in tuition  shall  be  gratis,  and  equally  open  to  all.” 
Although  there  has  been  much  legislation,  but  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  perfection  of.sucli  a 
system. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  the  amount,  or 
condition,  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  benefit 
of  common  schools. 

Until  these  matters  are  clearly  ascertained,  every 
system  of  common  school  education  must  nocessarily 
prove  inefficient.  This  consideration  points  to  the 
propriety  of  appointing  some  agent  or  agents  to  ex- 
amine into  and  report  the  general  condition  of  the 
school  funds  of  the  state,  that  future  legislatures  may 
be  fully  advised  of  the  particular  legislation,  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  the  design  of  that  admirable  fea- 
ture  in  our  constitution,  to  which  your  attention  has 
been  invited. 

The  fines  and  forfeitures  in  criminal  cases  have 
been  set  apart  as  a fund  for  the  establishment  of 
country  seminaries.  How  is  it  mangled  or  applied, 
is  under  the  present  laws,  unknown  to  the  legislature. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  some  plan  should  be 
adopted,  by  which  the  amount  and  mode  of  managing 
this  fund  in  the  respective  counties,  may  be  annually 
reported  to  the  general  assembly. 
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The  interests  of  the  state  university,  endowed  by 
the  munificence  of  the  general  government,  are  en- 
titled to  your  especial  attention.  I am  in  possession 
of  no  facts,  from  which  I can  give  any  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  institution  during  the  past  year. 

I have  endeavored  thus  to  lay  before  you  the  con- 
dition and  wants  of  the  state,  as  fully  as  the  means 
within  my  power  would  enable  me,  with  such  sug- 
gestions as  seemed  important  for  your  consideration. 
There  is,  as  you  will  perceive,  little  in  the  aspect  of 
our  affairs,  upon  which  we  can  look  with  pleasure.  It 
is  difficult  to  foresee  the  result  of  the  present  state  of 
things,  and  equally  difficult  to  determine,  what  parti- 
cular remedy  should  be  applied.  The  involvement 
of  the  citizens,  while  adding  to  the  embarrassments 
of  the  affairs  of  the  state,  increases  the  amount  of 
responsibility  resting  upon  us.  There  never  has  been 
a time  in  the  history  of  our  state  when  a spirit  of 
forbearance,  firmness  of  purpose,  and  an  entire 
abandonment  of  all  selfish  designs  were  more  imperi- 
ously required  of  those  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  her  concerns. 

WISKONSAN. 

The  new  governor  of  Wiskonsan  has  sent  his  open- 
ing message  to  the  legislature  of  that  territory.  . We 
copy  the  following  from  it. 

For  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  growth  of 
wool  I would  respectfully  recommend  that  a law  be 
passed  to  exempt  all  sheep  and  their  fleeces  from 
taxation  for  a term  of  years;  and  that  such  other  pro- 
vision as  is  required  may  be  made,  that  wool  may 
become  one  of  the  staple  productions  of  Wiskonsan. 
The  cost  of  transportation  of  a pound  of  wool  to  N. 
York  or  Boston  is  but  little  more  than  that  of  a 
pound  of  flour,  pork  or  beef,  while  its  value  in  mar- 
ket is  five  times  greater  than  either. 

It  is  well  ascertained  that  the  sheep  which  arc  fed 
upon  the  high  prairies  increase  in  size  and  improve 
in  health,  and  that  their  fleeces  are  more  weighty 
than  of  those  sheep  which  are  confined  to  the  pas- 
tures of  the  eastern  and  middle  states.  The  exten- 
sive and  rich  prairies  of  the  Wiskonsan  Ridge  and 
its  branches,  and  upon  which  there  is  now  no  prospect 
of  settlements  being  formed,  we  may  expect,  if  the 
jTCper  encouragement  is  given,  will  be  occupied  in  a 
few  years  with  flocits  of  sheep  capable  of  supplying 
all  of  the  manufactories  of  woollen  goods  in  the  U. 
States  with  wool. 

And  I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  propose, 
that  a of  premiums  may  be  established  for 

the  best  of  such  agricultural  productions,  (including 
stock),  whose  growth  may  be  considered  important 
to  the  interests  of  the  territory;  the  amount  of  the 
premiums  to  be  taken  from  the  five  per  cent,  fund 
which  is  required  by  law  to  be  paid  by  every  county 
annually  into  the  territorial  treasury. 

The  protection  of  the  business  of  mining  and 
smelting  of  lead  ore  which  has  been  heretofore  af- 
forded by  the  United  States  by  the  duty  on  lead,  has 
enabled  the  miners  of  Wisconsan  to  supply  chiefly  the 
consumption  of  the  United  States,  and  to  furnish  a 
considerable  quantity  for  shipment  to  China  and  oth- 
er countries.  The  largest  shipments  of  our  domestic 
lead  it  appears  have  been  made  from  Boston;  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  mer- 
chants of  that  city,  who  have  thus  obtained  new  mar- 
kets for  an  article  of  which  Wiskonsan  lias  this  year 
produced  over  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  will  re- 
ceive from  this  branch  of  our  trade  the  reward  to 
which  they  are  so  justly  entitled. 

The  fur  trade  of  this  country  is  prosecuted  with 
foreign  countries  under  the  greatest  disadvantages; 
and  its  interests  appear  to  have  been  overloooked  or 
disregarded  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
While  our  furs  and  skins  pay  a duty  in  every  port, 
all  furs’ imported  into  the  United  States  are  admitted 
free  of  duty.  The  goods  also,  which  are  required 
for  the  trade,  are  manufactured  in  England  and 
France,  and  pay  a duty  on  their  entry  in  the  United 
States.  The  British  trader  opposes  our  own  along 
our  northern  boundary,  with  goods  which  have  been 
manufactured  in  the  same  shops  in  England  as  those 
in  the  possession  of  our  traders,  and  he  pays  no  du- 
ty. The  American  traders  have  more  than  a mil- 
lion of  dollars  invested  in  this  trade;  it  is  a valuable 
interest  to  the  country,  and  of  sufficient  magnitude 
to  entitle  it  to  consideration. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  inland  trade  of  Wiskon- 
san the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
by  which  it  is  traversed  becomes  an  object  of  pri- 
mary importance  and  I earnestly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  measures  at  this  session  to  render  navi- 
gable the  Neenah  (or  Fox)  and  Wiskonsan  rivers,  as 
this  is  the  only  route  of  communication  by  water  be- 
tween Lake  Michigan  and  the  Mississippi,  within  tins 
territory. 

The  improvement  of.  the  Rock  and  Peckatonik  ri- 
vers, can  be  undertaken,  when  Illinois  shall  have  ren- 
dered the  former  navigable  from  the  present  bounda- 


ry to  its  mouth,  or  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  River 
canal — with  which  it  has  been  heretofore  identified 
— shall  be  near  its  completion,  or  sooner  if  the 
means  of  the  territory  will  permit.  The  right  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  Peckatonik  is  now  held 
by  an  incorporated  company,  as  also  the  right  to  con- 
struct a rail  road  from  Southport  to  Beloit. 

I understand  that  it  is  expected  that  an  appropria- 
tion will  he  obtained  from  congress  at  its  present  or 
next  session,  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Platte 
and  Grant  rivers,  and  the  river  of  the  Four  Lakes — 
and  possibly  some  of  the  streams  which  I have  named 
and  I hope  the  effort  may  be  successful. 

A rail  road  from  the  Milwaukee  to  the  Mississippi 
has  been  several  times  proposed  and  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  part  expended  for  the  survey  of 
the  route.  If  the  land  which  was  granted  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a canal  near  this  route  could  be 
given  to  this  object,  it.  would  be  of  much  greater 
general  benefit.  If  this  change  should  be  deemed 
expedient  by  the  legislature,  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  congress  would  give  its  assent  to  it.  Whe- 
ther such  a work  should  be  undertaken  by  the  terri- 
tory, or  in  any  other  manner,  is  a question  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  legislature.  But  it  is  the  general 
opinion  as  it  is  my  own,  that  a rail  or  McAdamized 
road  ought  to  he  constructed  on  the  most  practicable 
route  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi,  from 
and  to  those  points  which  will  afford  the  greatest  fa- 
cilities to  our  trade  and  commerce. 
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ADDRESS  OF  GEN.  JAMES  TALLMADGE, 

BEFORE  THE  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE,  AT  NEW  YOP.K,  ON 

26th  oct.  1841. 

Fellow  citizens:  We  rejoice  to  meet  you  on  this 
14th  anniversary  of  the  American  Institute.  It  has 
been  our  lot  very  often  to  meet  you  on  these  occa- 
sions; and  always,  on  our  part,  with  increasing  sa- 
tisfaction. It  is  with  exulting  pride  we  find  we  have 
your  marked  approbation  of  our  whole  course. 

The  American  Institute  was  incorporated  many 
years  since,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  agri- 
culture, COMMERCE,  and  MANUFACTURES  of  OUT 
country.  It  avows  itself  alike  the  champion  of  each, 
but  in  particular  and  especially  of  commerce.  It  is 
the  interest  of  the  country  to  do  justice  to  her  com- 
merce. Secure  to  that  an  open  trade  and  unrestrict- 
ed enterprise,  it  will  in  return  not  only  build  up  a 
commercial  marine,  and  establish  our  naval  strength, 
but  -will  provide  a market  for  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, which  will  be  sufficient,  and  all  they  ask, 
for  their  protection  and  indemnity. 

We  have  a country  unsurpassed  in  its  advantages 
by  any  other  portion  of  the  globe;  and  'blessed  with 
a government,  soil,  and  climate,  unequalled  by  that 
of  any  other.  Look  at  the  mighty  progress  we  are 
making  in  internal  improvements.  Already  this 
country,  which  led  the  way  in  canals,  has  3,700 
miles  of  canal  navigation,  pouring  in  its  abundance; 
and  4,500  miles  of  rail  road.  Thus  we  have  about 
8,000  miles  of  these  useful  public  works,  equal  in 
value  to  about  §160,000,000,  expended  for  the  bene- 
fit and  happiness  of  the  whole  people.  No  country 
on  earth,  ancient  or  modern,  can  produce  anything 
in  physical  achievements  at  all  comparable  to  this. 
IIow  different,  and  how  much  better  is  this,  than 
those  monarchical  and  despotic  governments  which 
waste  their  revenues,  and  can  boast  only  of  their 
columns  to  heroes,  pyramids  to  kings,  and  marble  pa- 
laces, standing  as  monuments  of  the  oppression  and 
subjection  of  the  people  from  whom  such  abundance 
j has  been  wrung. 

We  have  had,  during  the  progress  of  the  present 
: fair,  addresses  delivered  on  various  subjects  of  pub- 
! lie  interest,  and  especially  on  agriculture  and  the 
; culture  of  silk.  You  have,  On  our  previous  anniver- 
saries like  this,  been  addressed  by  the  wisdom  and 
the  learning  of  the  land:  by  a Baldwin,  a Burgess,  an 
| Everett,  a Davis,  a Kennedy,  a Southard,  a Webster, 

; and  many  others:  in  fact,  orators  have  preceded  us, 
and  facts  and  circumstances  have  been  adduced  by 
them,  espousing  and  illustrating  the  principles  of 
| encouragement  and  protection  to  the  great  interests 
of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures.  They 
j have  so  brought  their  eloquence  and  reason  to  bear, 
that  I venture  to  say,  there  is  not  a book  extant, 
combining  at  one  centre,  and  containing  so  much  in- 
telligence in  the  same  space,  on  these  subjects,  as 
the  desk  of  the  American  Institute. 

| My  purpose  on  the  present  occasion,  is  to  call 
your  attention  especially  to  commerce  and  its  atten- 
dant consequences.  It  is  perhaps  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  the  country,  and  in  gradual  advance- 
l ment;  but  it  is  n ot  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  extent  of 
our  country,  its  benign  and  varied  climate,  with  its 
exuberant  and  virgin  soil,  ha9  fitted  it  for  every  pro- 
duction and  every  pursuit.  The  genius  and  irre- 


pressible spirit  of  our  people  have  a course  that  is 
onward.  They  aspire  to  active  pursuits  and  deeds 
of  enterprise  as  the  price  of  success,  and  their  claim 
to  prosperity.  „ 

Internal  commerce  is  not  what  of  right  it  ought  to 
be.  Our  increasing  population,  and  the  superabun- 
dant productions  of  our  land,  push  it  forward  to  a 
state  of  partial  prosperity.  But  it  bears  no  just  pro- 
portion to  the  advance  of  internal  improvements, 
and  what  the  attendant  circumstances  of  the  country 
invited  it  to  become.  Providence  has  showered 
down  blessings  upon  us.  We  have  been  spared  from 
the  great  scourges  of  mankind;  'either  war,  pesti- 
lence, or  famine.  Yet  our  country  is  desponding 
and  suffering  under  embarrassments. 

Agriculture  is  abundant,  but  has  no  market!  Ma- 
nafactures  withering,  and  at  a stand.  Labor  de- 
pressed. This  strong  arm  of  supply  and  defence  is 
not  employed  and  protected  as  it  should  be.  The 
revenue  is  diminishing,  the  treasury  exhausted.  The 
currency  deranged;  and  credit  destroyed.  Foreign 
commerce  is  growing  on  us  at  an  alarming  extent. 

Is  it  not  time  that  we  should  arouse  the  attention 
of  the  government  to  these  facts,  and  warn  it  of  our 
condition? 

The  causes  leading  to  such  disastrous  results,  are 
worthy  mature  consideration.  We  cut  the  following 
article  from  a city  paper,  we  believe  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  of  September. 

“The  revenue  law  will  go  into  operation  on  the 
1st  proximo.  It  may  produce  changes  in  the  state 
of  our  trade,  of  which  the  extent  cannot  yet  be  fore- 
seen. At  present,  our  trade  with  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  with  France  particularly,  is  in  a condi- 
tion which,  it  would  seem,  unwise  legislation  can 
alone  have  brought  about.  It  is  almost  altogether 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  Of  the  packet-ships  re- 
cently arrived  from  France,  with  very  valuable  car- 
goes, four-fifths  of  these,  certainly,  and  perhaps  nine- 
tenths,  were  for  foreign  account,  or  consigned  to  fo- 
reign houses  here.  With  the  intelligence,  industry, 
and  enterprise  of  the  American  merchant,  it  is  quite 
impossible  that  any  equal  competition  should  have 
shut  him  out  so  completely  from  the  French  trade; 
and  therefore  it  is,  we  say,  that  unwise  legislation 
must  be  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

“In  anticipation  of  the  new  duties  on  silks  and 
other  merchandise,  the  produce  of  France,  now  free, 
very  large  assortments  have  arrived  and  are  arriv- 
ing. So  that  the  calculation  of  revenue  from  this 
source  will,  for  the  first  portion  of  the  current  fiscal 
year,  be  disappointed,  the  country  being  stocked 
with  free  goods.” 

Yes,  fellow  citizeus,  “unwise  legislation”  has  crip- 
pled the  energies  and  the  resources  of  the  country. 
“Our  trade  is  in  condition  which  unwise  legislation 
can  alone  have  brought  about.  Nine-tenths  of  the 
importations  from  France  are  on  foreign  account. 
The  same  may  be  said  as  to  importations  from  Eng- 
land, and  from  Germany.  We  are  advocates  for 
free  trade.  We  have  opened  our  ports  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  foreign  countries.  We  receive  foreigners 
with  open  arms,  and  extend  to  them  all  our  civil 
rights  and  privileges,  but  are  not  willing  to  become 
their  inferiors  in  this  land  of  our  birth.  This  mono- 
poly by  them  of  our  foreign  trade,  and  of  importa- 
tions, must  have  a cause.  If  it  does  not  spring  from, 
it  is  sanctioned  and  tolerated  by,  our  own  “unwise 
legislation.”  It  is  high  time  our  government  placed 
us  on  a footing  of  equality  with  other  nations.  Fo- 
reign goods  are  imported  on  foreign  account,  accom- 
panied by  a foreign  agent,  or  consigned  to  one  pre- 
viously stationed  here,  to  hold  possession  of  the 
goods — to  sell  them — draw  the  specie,  and  remit  the 
proceeds  by  the  return  packet.  Our  regular  mer- 
chants pay  taxes  and  rents,  and  may  look  from  their 
stores  to  witness  what  they  severely  feel,  the  facili- 
ties afforded  to  this  process  of  foreign  trade.  The 
American  importing  houses  have  been  superceded, 
and  but  few  of  them  remain.  This  change  in  the 
course  of  the  importing  trade,  is  declared  by  foreign- 
ers to  be  necessary,  as  a consequence  of  our  bad  cur- 
rency and  loss  of  credit.  The  diminulion  of  our 
imports  at  the  present  time,  compared  with  our  ex- 
ports, comes  not  from  any  salutary  measures,  adopt- 
ed by  our  government.,  but  arises  from  our  former 
great  indebtedness,  and  the  present  doubtful  safety  for 
further  liabilities.  The  most  visionary  millilier, could 
not  ask  a better  illustration  of  the  effects  of  our  late 
public  measures,  than  these  facts  present. 

If  our  government  did  not  before  know,  it  was 
informed  by  despatches  from  the  American  minister, 
General  Cass,  Oct.  28,  1839 — 

“That  in  1836,  France  imported  into  the  United 
States,  value,  238  millions  of  francs.  She  received 
as  imports  from  the  United  States,  value,  110  millions 
of  francs.”  The  balance  paid  in  specie. 

Again: 

“All  the  exportations  from  France  to  the  United 
States,  are  manufactured  articles;  none  of  them  giving 
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employment  to  American  manufactures.  The  articles  I ject  of  tobacco  will  be  best  disposed  of  by  a refer 


imported  into  France  from  the  U.  States,  are  in  their 
natural  state,” — (raw  materials). 

Again: 

“Two-thirds  of  all  the  importations  introduced 
from  France  into  the  United  States,  are  free  of  duty. 
JVot  one  article  imported  into  France  from  the  United 
States  is  exempted  from  duty.  The  great  American 
staple,  cotton,  imported  into  France,  pays  a duty  of 
between  four  and  five  per  cent,  upon  its  value  more 
than  Egyptian  cotton,  thus  far  operating  as  a bounty 
in  favor  of  the  latter.  Upon  silks  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  countries  east  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  is  levied,  while 
French  silks  are  free  of  duty:  a regulation  which 
has  driven  the  India  and  China  silks  from  the  Ame- 
rican markets,  and  which  operates  as  a bounty  upon 
the  introduction  of  French  (and  English)  silks;  a 
product  constituting  almost  one  half  in  value  of  the 
amount  of  the  importations  of  the  United  States  from 
France.” 

This  despatch  added — “It  will  be  useless  to  pursue 
the  matter  in  any  other  way,  than  by  announcing  to 
the  French  government  at  once,  a determination  to 
render  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  na- 
tions, perfectly  reciprocal,  by  countervailing  regulations, 
and  of  adopting  those  without  delay;  if  the  concession 
demanded  is  not  immediately  made.” 

In  a despatch  of  General  Cass  to  our  government, 
February  13. 1840,  it  is  said:  “We  have  no  reason  to 
expect  any  favorable  charge  in  the  system  of  tobacco 
administration  in  Trance,  by  which  our  tobacco  can 
be  admitted  upon  anything  like  a principle  of  reci- 
procity. unless  we  are  prepared  to  change  our  mode 
of  application;  and  to  enforce,  by  our  own  laws;  that 
equality  of  which  we  are  deprived.  I have  endea- 
.vored  to  give  a general  view  of  the  commercial  re- 
lations existing  between  France  and  the  U.  States, 
and  to  point  out  the  inequality  which  exists — an  in- 
equality resulting  from  the  laws  of  France,  and  which 
is  so  great,  that  our  exportations  to  that  country  do  not 
exceed  one  half  our  importations,  and  the  balance 
must  be  remitted  in  specie.” 

Again: — “The  history  of  modern  trade  scarcely 
exhibits  an  instance  of  greater  inequality,  than  the 
commercial  intercourse  which  now  exists  between 
the  United  States  and  France.” 

It  may  be  asked,  what  our  government  did,  upon 
despatches  containing  such  extraordinary  and  mo- 
mentous facts?  The  answer  must  be,  nothing!!  The 
long  and  yet  continued  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  China 
silks,  as  a bounty  upon  the  importation  of  French 
and  English  silks,  is  matter  for  curious  and  interesting 
inquiry. 

As  the  greater  portion  of  our  commercial  business 
is  with  England — we  must  proceed  more  particularly 
to  speak  of  her;  reminding  you,  that  our  commercial 
business  and  regulations  with  France  and  Germany, 
are  much  upon  the  same  disadvantageous  condition 
as  with  England.  She  is  the  principal  cause  of  the 
present  inequality  of  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  nations  of  Europe.  She  is  a sea-girt  isle, 
and  justly  considered  the  gem  of  the  ocean.  Her 
unravalled  position  and  her  attention  and  superior 
commercial  policy,  have  enabled  her  to  hold  her  own 
trade;  and  she  is  busied  to  gain  and  supplant  ours. 
We  were  once  her  colonies;  but  by  the  strength  of 
our  arms,  and  the  wisdom  and  virlue  of  a Washing- 
ton, we  freed  ourselves.  She  has  since  gone  on  co- 
lonizing the  world  by  her  commercial  regulations; 
and  by  our  own  “unwise  legislation,”  she  has  again 
reduced  us  almost  to  a colonial  condition.  Her  mea- 
sures have  been,  her  corn-laws;  (to  name  them  is 
enough);  her  colonial  system,  and  discriminating  du- 
ties, to  encourage  her  own  commerce  and  depress 
that  of  other  countries.  All  these  proceedings  have 
been  left  years  past,  byr  our  government  unresisted 
and  without  measures  of  retaliation.  We  have  with 
her  a treaty  of  reciprocal  navigation;  under  which  she 
has  flooded  us  with  her  manufactures;  and  in  return, 
takes  little  or  nothing  from  us:  she  drains  us  of  our 
specie  and  even  of  that  obtained  by  other  sources  of 
trade;  and  yet  prohibits,  by  rate  of  duties,  every  ar- 
ticle we  can  send  her  in  return,  but  cottcn.  Politi- 
cal quacks  may  put  plans  of  finance  and  currency 
upon  paper  as  often  as  they  please,  and  call  them 
bank,  sub-treasury,  or  any  other  name  of  delusion. 
JV’o  bank  or  currency  can  stand:  there  is  no  commercial 
condition  of  a country  which  can  be  sound  and  healthy, 
“unless  we  render  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations  equal,  by  countervailing  regulations.'1'1 

Let  the  treatment  of  American  tobacco  in  the 
markets  of  Europe  illustrate  the  condition  of  our 
trade  in  England,  and  which  is  also  in  substance  the 
same  with  France  and  Germany.  The  duty  in  Eng- 
land on  leaf  tobacco,  is  3s.  sterling  per  pound,  which 
is  about  thirteen  hundred  per  cent,  cn  the  cost.  To- 
bacco stemmed  and  pressed  in  casks,  is  called  “ma- 
nufactured,” and  the  duty  is  9s.  sterling,  or  about 
two  thousand  per  cent,  on  the  cost.  This  whole  sub- 


ence  to  a “ report  on  the  regulation,  etc.  etc.  of  foreign 
countries  on  tobacco,  by  Joshua  Dodge,  late  special  agent 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  Germany,  March  16, 
1840.”  The  report  concludes  with  these  astounding 
remarks: 

“ Europe  levies  a revenue  of  about  $30,000,000,  on 
about  100,000  hogsheads  of  American  tobacco,  which  cost 
in  i lie  United  Stales  about  $7,000,000.”  “ England 

alone  levies  about  $17,275,700,  on  about  18,000  hogs- 
heads of  our  tobacco,  in  the  form  of  duties,  excise,  licen- 


the  United  Kingdom,  is  no  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
union." 

The  documents  sent  to  congress  on  the  2d  March, 
1841,  show  the  tonnage  and  vessels  which  entered 
the  United  States  in  1840: 

“American  vessels  No.  7,211  ton.  1,576,946 
Foreign  “ “ 571  “ 712,363.” 

Tims  showing,  one  third  of  the  American  com- 
merce, in  number  of  vessels  and  tonnage,  is  in  fo- 
reign bottom^;  and  principally  under  the  British  flag. 


ses,  etc.;  being  equal  to  about  two-thirds  of  the  expenses  of  This  is  by  reason  of  the  discrimination  and  advanta- 
theirnavy;  and  about  equal  to  the  whole  expenses  of  the  ges  of  a market,  given  by  other  governments  against 


government  of  the  United  Slates  of  America.' 

Look  at  the  article  of  rice.  The  cost  beins 


$3,25 


our  commerce  and  carrying  trade.  British  vessels 
visit,  with  facilities,  our  eastern  ports,  and  take  our 


per  cwt.  the  duty  is  15s.  sterling;  and  more  than  the  : produce  bv  way  of  Halifax  and  Brunswick,  to  foreign 


value  of  the  article.  This  is  to  encourage  the  rice 
of  their  East  India  possessions. 

With  all  due  deference  to  nullification,  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  maintains,  that  the  southern  planters, 
who  have  tobacco  or  rice  lands,  are  entitled  to  the  full 
benefit  of  their  production,  and, ought  to  be  protected 
in  a market;  and  the  full  benefit  of  their  crops  ought 
not,  by  the  neglect  of  our  government,  to  be  given 
over,  for  such  enormous  profits,  to  foreigners. 

Flour  is  met  by  prohibitory  duties.  The  article  of 
salted  por/c  is  subject  to  a duty  of  six  dollars  per  bar- 
rel; and  fresh  pork  is  prohibited;  to  aid  their  agricul- 
ture. Lumber  is  subject  to  a duty  of  prohibition,  in 
American  vessels,  in  order  to  support  their  shipping 
interest.  Shingles  are  charged  with  a duty  of  $3,25, 
in  American  vessels;  and,  in  many  cases,  trading  ves- 
sels are  admitted  from  their  own  ports  and  colonies 
nearly  duty  free,  and  thus  breaking  up  the  fruits  of 
the  voyage. 

In  addition  to  such  numerous  facts,  England  is  now 
busy  endeavoring  to  render  herself  independent  of  us 
soon,  in  the  article  of  cotton.  She  will  soon  be  en- 
abled to  place  it  on  the  footing  of  tobacco.  She  has, 
about  two  years  since,  purchased  our  cotton  gins,  and 
hired  men  from  this  country  upon  liberal  salaries,  to 
go  out  to  India,  to  teach  the  natives  how  to  raise  and 
produce  cotton.  She  sent  out  for  this  purpose,  at 
one  time,  105  barrels  of  cclton  seed,  obtained  from 
this  country,  with  steam  engines  and  other  necessary 
implements;  she  is  also  encouraging  its  growth  and 
production  in  Egypt,  in  Brazil  and  in  Texas.  The 
climate  and  soil  of  these  countries,  are  congenial  to 
the  production  of  cotton;  and  Great  Britain  is  teach- 
ing them  the  art.  Colombia,  in  South  America,  has 
sent  to  this  city,  orders  for  Sea  Island  cotton-seed;  in 
hopes  to  rival  South  Carolina  in  that  unequalled  pro- 
duction of  the  world.  The  beginning  results  of  these 
measures  already  appear  in  the  late  British  price 
currents;  we  see  it  stated  that  70,000  bales  of  cotton 
had  arrived  from  India,  and  had  lessened  the  price 
of  cotton  in  the  market.  Another  British  pricecur- 
rent  states: 

Imports  of  American  cotton,  792,230 

Last  year,  1,116,202 

Decrease — bales,  323,972 

The  course  of  trade  and  commercial  regulations, 
is  the  cause  of  our  great  indebtedness  abroad;  of  the 
balances  of  trade,  almost  uniformly  against  us,  and 
the  consequent  continued  drafts  upon  our  specie.  I 
took  from  a city  print,  the  last  of  September,  this 
notice: 

The  specie  shipped  in  masses,  is  as  follows: 
Gladiator,  for  London,  $230,000 

Louis  Ph ill ippe,  for  Havre,  346,000 

Great  Western,  for  Bristol,  271,340 

Akbar,  for  Canton,  via  Liverpool,  250,000 


markets,  which  are  closed,  by  high  duties,  against 
American  vessels.  It  is  thus  that  five-sixths  of  the 
commerce  of  Maine  is  in  British  vessels;  as  is  also 
two-thirds  of  the  commerce  of  Georgia.  The  table 
of  the  tonnage  of  that  state  is: 

“American,  ....  23.204 

British, 41,721.” 

In  April  last,  I went  up  the  Savannah  river.  There 
were  then  eleven  large  English  ships  lading  with 
Georgia  timber.  No  American  vessel. 

If  such  an  undue  proportion  of  our  commerce,  car- 
ried on  in  foreign  vessels,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
American  flag,  is  beneficial  either  to  the  particular 
states,  or  to  the  nation;  the  Chesapeake,  the  T)ela- 
ware,  and  the  Hudson,  ought  to  be  opened  to  a par- 
ticipation of  the  benefits.  But  if  not,  the  subject  has 
long  required  the  action  of  congress,  and  calls  for  a 
just  protection  to  our  own  carrying  trade. 

The  commerce  and  navigation  on  the  western  lakes, 
exhibit  a ease  yet  more  extraordinary: 


“ Lake  Ontario. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

American 

599 

63,517 

British 

1,011 

215,080 

Lake  Erie. 

Detroit — American 

7 

593 

“ British 

155 

12,000.” 

$1,097,340 

Although  this  shipment  was  for  a single  week,  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  substantially  correct  to  consider 
the  drafts  on  us  for  specie,  as  equal  to  one  million  of 
dollars  per  month,  and  exhausting  the  specie  wc  de- 
rive from  other  sources  of  trade.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained that  since  July,  seven  millions  of  specie  have 
been  sent  out  to  Fmrtce  and  England,  and  almost  en- 
tirely for  untaxed  luxuries.  JVo  currency,  or  banks, 
or  agriculture,  or  manufactures,  can  stand  up  and  prosper, 
under  such  a corulition  of  commerce. 

Among  the  effects  of  those  measures,  are — the  de- 
rangement .of  commerce;  the  drawing  away  specie; 
the  depression  of  internal  commerce;  the  destruction 
of  labor;  and,  above  all,  the  alarming  and  ruinous  in- 
crease of  American  commerce,  in  foreign  vessels. 

The  Edinburgh  Review,  for  July,  1340,  endeavor- 
ing to  show  the  interests  which  would  be  sacrificed 
in  a war  with  the  United  States,  says: 

“On  the  average  of  the  last  four  years,  the  propor- 
tion which  the  tonnage  of  ships  from  the  United 
States,  entering  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
bore  to  the  tonnage  of  our  whole  trade  inwards,  (in- 
cluding coasters,)  was  as  one  to  nine  and  a half.  And 
the  corresponding  amount  for  the  United  States, 
shows  that  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  with 


Buffalo,  Cleveland , and  other  places,  seem  to  be 
omitted-  and  the  tables  are  too  imperfect  to  state  the 
commerce  of  the  upper  lakes.  It  is,  however,  mat- 
ter of  public  report,  that  some  of  the  principal  flour- 
ing mills  at  Oswego,  and  other  places,  are  grinding  oil 
Canadian  account.  One  line  of  transportation  had 
eighteen  schooners,  busily  employed  in  carrying  flour 
to  Kingston.  It  is  there  branded,  as  Canadian  manu- 
facture, and  passed  down  the  SI.  Lawrence,  to  be 
carried  in  British  ships  to  a foreign  and  rival  market. 
At  Cleveland,  it  is  known,  there  are  several  Cana- 
dian houses,  and  houses  with  Canadian  partners,  en- 
gaged in  the  produce  brought  by  the  Ohio  canal.  Their 
operations  are  so  extensive,  that  many  of  them  have 
steam  engines  to  load  from  canal  boats,  and  to  reship 
in  vessels  for  Kingston.  One  among  the  many  let- 
ters, appearing  in  the  public  prints,  will  best  tell  the 
course  of  the  British  business  in  American  produce, 
and  from  which  American  vessels  are  excluded,  by 
discriminative  duties. 

[Extract  of  a letter .] 

“ Cleveland , Sept.  26,  1341. 

“Six  thousand  barrels  of  western  canal  flour  were 
sold  here  to-day,  deliverable  at  -Kingston  and  Pres- 
cott, in  Canada,  by  Oswego  and  Ogdensburg  millers, 
on  terms  equal  to  $6,  cash  here.  One  thousand  three 
hundred  bushels  wheat  sold  to-day  at  $1  15  which  is 
the  top  of  the  market.  The  stork  of  wheat  here 
must  be  large,  but  holders  are  not  disposed  to  submit 
to  heavy  losses  yet. 

“P.  S.  Evening — Two  thousand  barrels  more  Os 
wego  flour  sold,  deliverable  at  Kingston,  at  a frac 
tion  below  the  previous  sales.” 

The  store-houses  in  Kingston  are  not  large  enough, 
and  shantees  are  built  to  hold  the  American  produce, 
sent  there  to  be  reshipped  and  compete  with  our  ves- 
sels and  commerce  in  foreign  markets.  Much  of  the 
produce  of  eleven  states  and  territories,  bordering  on 
the  lakes  and  western  waters,  is  thus  diverted  and 
sent  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  checking  the  free  com- 
merce of  this  city  and  country,  and  goes  to  aggran- 
dize our  naval  and  commercial  rival.  In  vain  did 
Perry  fight,  with  matchless  valour,  for  the  mastery 
of  the  lakes.  The  one  ship  which  “headed  off,”  front 
the  line  of  battle,  and  would  not  join  in  the  fierce 
fight,  must  have  been  gifted  with  second-sight,  and  fore- 
saw the  inutility  of  conquering  in  war,  that  mastery 
which  was  so  soon,  and  so  ingloriously,  to  be  surren- 
dered in  time  of  peace. 

The  tolls  on  the  Welland  canal  suddenly  rose  from 
.£12,000  to  £50,000  sterling;  and  the  tolls  and  freight 
of  the  New  York  canals  fell  a corresponding  amount, 
after  the  treaty  with  England,  which  sacrificed  to  us 
the  West  India  trade.  That  canal  aided  to  divert 
niuoh  of  the  trade  of  the  upper  lakes;  and  her  com- 
mercial regulations  have  secured  to  England  also,  the 
transportation  and  market  of  this  portion  of  American 
produce. 


298 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  S,  1842— GEN.  TALLMADGE’S  ADDRESS 


It  is  one  of  the  commercial  regulations  of  England, 
that  American  produce,  arriving  at  a port  of  her  co- 
lony, is  naturalized  as  colonial  produce,  and  may  be 
re-shipped  in  British  vessels  to  the  mother  country, 
or  to  any  other  colony,  or  foreign  port;  while  a like 
voyage  is  prohibited  to  an  American  vessel.  It  is 
thus  that  a large  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  states, 
bordering  on  the  lakes,  on  being  sent  across,  to  any 
British  settlement,  becomes  naturalized;  and  is  sent, 
by  the  way  of  the  St.  Lawrenee,  to  foreign  markets, 
in  British  vessels; — thus  encouraging  ship-building, 
and  the  shipping  interest  of  England,  and  furnishing 
an  effectual  nursery  for  British  seamen.  It  explains 
why  five-sixlhs  of  the  commeree  of  Maine,  and  two- 
thirds  of  that,  of  Georgia,  and  now  nearly  one-third 
of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  is  carried  on, 


and  increasing,  in  British  vessels.  It  tells  this  coun- 


try, why  her  labourers  and  mechanics  are  unemploy- 
ed; why  the  amount  of  New  York  ship-building  is 
lessening  yearly;  why  many  of  those  she  has,  are  un- 
employed, and  her  general  prosperity  is  unequal  to 
the  advantages  of  her  situation  and  enterprise.  Add 
to  these  circumstances  the  countervailing  and  prohi- 
bitory duties  of  England  against  the  agriculture  and 
the  commerce  of  this  nation,  all  disregarded  and  su- 
pinely acquiesced  in,  by  our  own  government,  and 
the  present  depressed  aud  disastrous  condition  of  the 
currency  and  the  country  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
The  balances  of  trade  against  us  the  last  six  years,  are 
nearly’ three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  for  articles 
which  could  have  been  manufactured  in  this  coun- 
try; to  say  nothing  of  the  two  hundred  millions  of 
state  stocks  sold  in  Europe  in  the  same  time.  How 
mysterious  it  is  that  our  finances  and  currency  are 
deranged,  and  business  depressed  ! ! ! Congress  and 
our  government  have  been  tinkering  at  the  system  of 
banks,  while  they  shrink  with  dread  from  looking  at 


between  tobacco  raised  in  the  British  colonies,  or  the 
United  States,  is  3d.  sterling,  or  6 cents  per  lb.;  being 
equal  to  the  price  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  tobacco 
in  London  market,  (in  bond),  according  to  the  same 
author,  in  1834. 

The  duty  levied  on  pot  and  pearl  ashes  imported 
into  Great  Britain  from  the  United  States,  is  6s. 
sterling,  or  $1  44  per  act.;  while  from  British  colonies 
ashes  are  admitted  free  of  duty.  The  effect  of  this 
has  been  to  drive  the  trade  in  ashes  from  the  northern 
states  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  whence  they  are  car- 
ried to  England  in  British  vessels.  Thus  in  1834  the 
imports  of  ashes  from  the  British  colonies,  (Canada, 
&c.)  were  84,937  act.  and  only  one  cult,  from  the  U. 
States. 

In  1838,  England  raised,  by  duties  levied  on  cot- 
ton from  the  United  States,  $2,434,949,  while  she 
prohibits,  or  burthens  with  heavy  duties,  every  article 
of  our  agricultural  produce.  Foreigners,  and  agents 
for  foreign  business,  may  well  huzza!!  for  such  a 
free  trade.  It  is  according  to  the  English  book. 
Will  any  person  with  American  feelings  join  in  such 
clamor? 

It  is  not  true  that  the  American  Institute,  is  an  ad- 
vocate for  a high  tariff.  It  maintains  equality  and 
a perfect  reciprocity  in  trade.  It  proposes  to  offer  to 
other  governments,  free  trade,  equality  and  recipro- 
city. Our  business  is  to  offer  to  England  and  to 
France  to  come  to  some  agreement,  for  a just  and 
equal  trade;  to  take  our  tobacco  and  rice  on  equal 
terms;  to  make  American  productions  free,  and  re- 
ciprocal: and  if  this  is  refused,  to  adopt  countervail- 
ing regulations,  as  a defence  against  their  unjust 
measures;  and  to  put  on  their  broadcloths,  silks,  and 
manufactures,  the  like  duties  they  put  on  tobacco 
and  the  agriculture  of  our  country.  Their  aggres- 
sions, to  be  our  rule  of  resistance. 


the  real  causes. 

The  injurious  effects  of  these  measures  on  New 
York  alone,  are  worthy  of  consideration.  In  1835, 
the  freight  which  came  to  tide  water,  on  the  New 
York  canals,  was  753,191  tons,  and  required  over 
1,400  vessels,  of  500  tons  each,  to  transport  it  to  this 
city  and  to  a foreign  market.  It  gave  life  and  activity 
to  our  towns  and  cities,  by  a continued  employment 
and  an  increasing  demand  for  labor,  materials  and 
mechanic  skill;  and  formed  an  important  item  in  our 
domestic  and  foreign  commerce.  The  tolls,  business, 
and  freight  on  our  canals  have  been  greatly  lessened 
by  this  diverted  trade.  The  diminution  exceeds  in 
amount  the  growth  and  increasing  production  of  the 
west. 


The  statistics  of  ship  building,  for  1840: 


Vessels. 

Tons. 

“Maine,  there  were  built, 

181 

38,936 

Massachusetts, 

113 

17,811 

New  Jersey 

103 

Maryland, 

111 

New  York, 

72 

13,786” 

Thus  showing  the  comparative 

condition 

of  your 

commercial  emporium.  It  has  been  diminished  in 
amount  for  the  last  several  years.  How  could  it  be 
otherwise,  under  the  commercial  regulations  of  other 
governments,  and  almost  the  abandonment  of  our 
own?  In  common  with  the  nation,  it  has  claims  for 
relief  and  protection  in  its  just  rights  and  pursuits. 

Spain  deems  it  correct  and  wise  to  follow  illus- 
trious precedents.  She  too  naturalizes  the  produce 
of  other  countries,  in  order  to  command  its  carrying 
trade  in  her  own  vessels.  Our  cotton  is  prohibited 
going  to  Spain  in  American  vessels;  while,  if  sent  to 
her  colony  of  Cuba,  it  is  there  naturalized,  and  then 
shipped  in  Spanish  vessels  to  the  mother  country,  or 
a foreign  market.  A considerable  commerce  of  this 
kind  is  now  carried  on  from  Havanna;  to  the  loss  of 
New  Orleans  and  to  American  vessels.  Our  govern- 
ment yields  to  all  this.  It  ought  to  support  our  trade 
and  commerce,  or  withdraw  like  the  Chinese,  and  be 
ready  in  our  turn,  to  be  murdered  because  we  will 
not  eat  opium. 

The  cotton  of  Texas  and  the  Red  River  would  come 
to  New  Orleans,  as  its  port  of  business,  deposite  and 
shipment  for  market;  but  a duty  amounting  to  prohi- 
bition against  foreign  cotton,  as  a protection  of  this 
staple  of  the  southern  states  (and  which  oppose  its 
extension  to  the  staples  of  other  states),  compels  it 
to  turn  aside  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  New  Or- 
leans suffers  the  loss  of  its  business,  and  American 
vessels  are  deprived  of  its  carrying  trade. 

Much  is  said  about  free  trade.  England  sends 
books  on  political  economy  for  us  to  use”,  but  not  to 
be  regarded  by  herself.  Our  government  has  gone 
on  giving  free  trade,  without  any  return,  till  an  empty 
treasury  has  compelled  it  to  resume  duties  for  the 
sake  of  revenue. 

In  1834,  by  the  official  statement  to  parliament, 
the  quantity  of  leaf  tobacco  imported  from  the  U. 
States  was  37,804,871/is.  the  duty  on  which,  at  3.s. 
sterling  per  lb.  would  amount  to  $27,219,507.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  McCulloch,  the  discriminating  duty 


It  is  the  object  and  wish  of  America,  to  walk  in 
the  paths  of  peace.  Give  a clear  deck,  or  an  open 
field,  and  she  will  ask  no  favors  of  the  world.  But 
with  our  keen  sagacity,  and  what  with  politics  and 
president  making,  our  country  is  not  going  in  ad- 
vance, as  she  ought,  with  all  her  natural  advantages. 
With  keen  and  vigorous  governments  abroad,  careful 
of  their  interests;  and  with  party  rulers  here  at  home, 
intent  only  on  their  places  and  party  discipline,  it  is 
no  matter  for  wonder  that  currency  is  deranged,  com- 
merce depressed,  and,  in  short,  all  the  concerns  of 
the  country  embarrassed. 

These  things  explain  why,  among  other  things, 
our  commercial  marine  is  languishing.  Strife  may 
come  and  find  our  marine  deranged  and  our  hardy 
seamen  driven  to  other  pursuits,  and  one-half  of  the 
trade  of  our  country  in  possession  of  foreigners.  War 
may  come,  and  we  may  blow  the  trumpet,  and  cal] 
for  these  naval  heroes  in  the  hour  of  need,  to  “hold 
their  steady  march  upon  the  mountain  wave,”  and 
they  may  not  be  within  our  call;  and  all  this  too, 
while  it  is  the  declared  policy  of  our  country  to  en- 
courage navigation;  and  especially  long  voyages  as  a 
nursery  for  seamen.  For  this  object  a bounty  is 
paid  on  the  fisheries;  and  drawbacks  allowed  on  the 
re-exportation  of  foreign  articles.  The  amount  does 
not  appear  in  the  table,  but  is  believed  to  be  nearly 
equal  to  one  million  of  dollars. 

In  the  face  of  such  facts,  the  last  revenue  bill  has 
surrendered  the  China  trade  to  British  shipping!!  Tea 
from  China,  was  before,  and  has  been  a long  time, 
duty  free,  in  American  vessels;  and  ten  per  cent,  du- 
ty if  in  foreign  vessels.  In  the  last  revenue  bill  this 
little  discriminating  duty  of  10  per  cent,  is  repealed, 
and  it  enacts,  that  tea  shall  be  duty  free,  “from  Chi- 
na,” or  “any  other  place.”  This  must  be  in  favor 
of  British  shipping;  and  in  compliment  to  a duty  of 
two  thousand  per  cent,  on  our  tobacco,  and  duties 
operating  as  a prohibition  against  rice,  flour,  and  the 
productions  of  our  agriculture,  unless  diverted  to 
those  channels,  giving  the  carrying  trade  to  British 
vessels.  The  old  stale  teas  of  British  stores,  are 
now  to  be  sent  to  this  country  in  British  vessels,  duly 
free. 

While  we  gave  to  France  a free  trade  in  her  silks, 
wines,  and  luxuries,  as  a reward  for  the  embarrass- 
ments inflicted  by  her,  on  our  commerce  and  agri- 
culture, we  have  yet  continued  the  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  on  silks  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  operates  as  a tax  on  us,  and  as  a bounty  on  the 
silks  of  France  and  England. 

With  the  protecting  duty  long  since  allowed  on 
New  Orleans  sugar,  a bounty  was  given,  in  the  na- 
ture of  a drawback  on  the  importation,  refining,  and 
exportation  of  foreign  sugars.  When  the  duty  was 
diminished,  the  bounty  remained  unregarded.  This 
omission  did  not  offend  nullification,  as  it  only  great- 
ly increased  the  exports  of  Cuba,  created  a few  mil- 
lionaire refiners  in  this  city  and  in  Boston;  and  pre- 
sented the  rare  circumstance  of  a bounty  paid  by 
this  country  for  supplying  Russia  with  West  India 
sugar!  The  last  congress,  in  mercy  to  the  empty 


treasury,  repealed  this  bounty,  so  far,  as  to  be  only 
equal  to  the  duty  paid.  Such  a state  cf  things  could 
not  have  been  the  intention  of  any  congress  or  any 
administration;  but  engaged  and  engrossed  as  they 
are  in  president-making,  and  in  squabbles  of  party 
politics,  it  is  only  their  heedless  legislation.  They 
have  not  had  time  to  insist  on  equality  and  recipro- 
city in  trade,  and  take  the  proper  retaliatory  mea- 
sures against  the  injurious  commercial  regulations  of 
other  governments.  In  olden  times  the  messages  of 
our  presidents  dwelt  on  the  support  and  condition  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures.  In  latter 
years,  these  subjects  are  deemed  too  unessential  to 
gain  admittance  into  such  public  documents. 

We  do  not  speak  of  any  of  these  things  as  parti- 
sans. The  American  Institute  belongs  to  no  party. 
It  censures  all  parties  alike.  Party  spirit  and  the 
discipline  of  party,  is  the  bane  of  our  land,  and  the 
curse  of  our  country.  The  Institute  calls  for  sup- 
port to  our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac- 
tures, and  to  procure  such  legislation  as  will  put  us 
on  an  equality  with  other  nations  in  all  our  commer- 
cial pursuits. 

There  is  no  defect  in  our  institutions,  or  in  the 
character  of  our  people,  which  occasions  the  pre- 
sent depression  of  our  concerns,  foreign  and  domes- 
tic. We  stand  elevated  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  for 
capacity  to  produce.  If  Russia  wishes  to  build  a 
vessel,  she  sends  to  New  York  for  one  as  a model. 
When  she  needs  an  imperial  steam  frigate,  New 
York  is  employed  to  build  it.  Spain  also  sends  to 
New  York  for  steam  vessels  of  war.  Is  a cotton 
factory  or  a steam  sugar  mill  wanted,  America  fur- 
nishes it.  Does  Prussia  need  a flouring  mill,  she 
sends  to  Baltimore  for  machinery.  An  American  is 
selected  as  engineer,  while  Dantzic  sends  her  citi- 
zens to  Rochester  to  learn  the  art  of  grinding  wheat. 
Austria  sends  to  Philadelphia  for  locomotives.  The 
grand  sultan  sent  here  for  our  Eckford  to  instruct 
them  in  ship-building,  and  for  our  Porter,  to  impart 
capacity  and  valor  for  their  defence.  When  Egypt 
wakes  up  from  her  Pharaoh  sleep  and  finds  that  the 
hands  of  her  subjects  and  her  bullock-mills  are  not 
the  most  perfect  in  the  world  for  digging  canals,  she 
too  sends  for  tools  and  steam-engines.  When  Texas 
wants  machinery,  she  sends  to  Lowell  and  Patterson; 
and  England — even  England  herself  sends  to  Phila- 
delphia for  locomotives,  for  she  can  build  nothing  to 
equal  them.  It  is  only  in  our  own  country,  that 
American  genius,  and  enterprise  are  not  sustained 
and  honored. 

Were  there  vouchsafed  to  us  this  free  trade,  or 
reciprocity  which  we  ask,  American  productions, 
would  meet  the  eye  of  the  traveller  in  every  country 
and  clime.  Even  now  an  American  peace-maker, 
built  by  the  inventor,  frowns  from  ramparts  of  Con- 
stantinople. In  saying  a peace-maker,  I do  not 
mean  a Quaker;  their  chaste  and  beautiful  princi- 
ples ill  accord  with  this  degenerate  age.  I refer  to 
Cochran’s  repeating  gun,  which  must  soon  come  in- 
to general  use.  While  we  have  such  weapons  to 
defend  us,  we  need  not  fear  to  assert  boldly  our 
claim  to  reciprocity  and  free  trade.  This  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which  members  of  the  institute  have 
been  called  abroad  to  superintend  the  building  of  in- 
ventions, the  offspring  of  their  own  minds,  and 
which  will  long  stand  as  monuments  of  American 
skill. 

Having,  perhaps,  hereafter  no  better  opportunity 
to  express  the  deep  obligations  which  the  American 
Institute  feels  under  to  the  U.  S.  naval  officers  on 
this  station,  I will  improve  it  by  saying  that  we 
should  be  most  happy  to  reciprocate,  and  have  look- 
ed about  us  for  the  means  of  so  doing. 

We  can  only  offer  you,  gentlemen,  in  return,  our 
sincere  thanks,  and  the  beautiful  nautical  instru- 
ments which  are  now  before  you,  manufactured  by 
members  of  this  institute,  which,  by  their  near  ap- 
proach to  perfection,  will  give  you  greater  confi- 
dence in  crossing  the  mighty  waters;  and  should 
these  fail  which  we  offer  with  one  hand,  we  hold  in 
our  other  a Francis  life  boat  to  succor  and  to  save 
in  the  last  extremity. 

itCl^The  president  then  announced  the  delivery 
of  the  premiums,  commented  upon  various  speci- 
mens and  individual  manufactures;  and  the  affairs  of 
the.  exibition  closed  with  music  from  (he  naval  band. 

JE^The  memorable  “armed  neutrality"  of  the 
north,  under  the  auspices  of  the  empress  Catharine, 
formed  for  the  defence  of  “FREE  TRADE,”  was 
overthrown  in  the  wreck  of  the  French  revolution. 

“Russia  ivas  prosperous  in  1816,  ’17,  18  and  ’19; 
but,  fascinated  with  the  theories  of  Adam  Smith 
and  J.  B.  Say,  she  adopted  a new  tariff  in  1818,  on 
the  delusive  plan  of  letting  trade  regulate  itself.*  In 
this  tariff  she  abrogated  her  prohibitions,  and  lower- 
ed her  duties.  The  country  was  immediately  delug- 
ed with  foreign  goods,  and  in  due  course,  drained  of 

*The  tariff  did  not  go  into  operation  till  1820. 
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its  specie,  as  we  have  been  in  past  years,  to  pay  for 
the  surplus  of  those  imports,  which  far  exceeded  its 
exports.  The  most  disastrous  consequences  took 
place.  Circulation  was  stopped.  Distress  and  wretch- 
edness overspread  the  land.  The  manufactures,  as 
was  the  case  in  this  country,  first  fell  victims  to  this 
mistaken  policy.  Agriculture  next  felt  the  shock; 
and  finally,  bankruptcy  swept  a large  portion  of  those 
commercial  houses  whose  cupidity  had  paved  the  way 
for  the  misery  of  their  country.” 

The  following  statement  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
country  is  taken  from  a circular  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  signed  by  count  Nesselrode: — (published 
1827:) 

“To  produce  happy  effects,  the  principles  of  com- 
mercial freedom  must  be  generally  adopted.  The 
stale  which  adopts,  whilst  others  reject  them,  must  con- 
demn its  own  industry  and  commerce  to  pay  a ruinous 
tribute  to  those  of  other  nations. 

“From  a circulation  exempt  from  restraint,  and 
the  facility  afforded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  almost 
all  the  governments  at  first  resolved  to  seek  the  means 
of  repairing  the  evil  which  Europe  had  been  doomed 
to  suffer;  but  experience,  and  more  correct  calculations, 
because,  they  were  made  from  certain  data,  and  upon  the 
results  already  known,  of  the  peace  that  had  just  taken 
"place,  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to  the  prohibitory  sys- 
tem. 

“England  preserved  hers.  Austria  remained  faithful 
to  the  rule  she  had  laid  down,  to  guard  herself  against  the 
rivalship  of  foreign  industry.  France,  with  the  same 
views,  ado])tedthe  most  rigorous  measures  of  precaution. 
And  Prussia  published  a new  tariff  in  October  last,  which 
proves  that  she  found  it  impossible  not  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  rest  of  Europe. 

“In  proportion  as  the  prohibitory  system  is  extend- 
ed and  gendered  perfect  in  other  countries,  that  state, 
which  pursues  the  contrary  system  makes  from  day  to  day 
sacrifices  more  extensive  and  more  considerable.  * * * 

It  offers  a continual  encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of 
other  countries — and  its  own  manufactures  perish  in  the 
struggle,  which  they  are  as  yet  unable  to  maintain. 

“It  is  with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  regret  we 
acknowledge  it  is  our  own  proper  experience  which 
, enables  us  to  trace  this  picture.  The  evils  which  it 
details,  have  been  reulized  in  Russia  and  Poland  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  act  of  7-19  of  December,  1818. 
AGRICULTURE  WITHOUT  A MARKET,  IN- 
DUSTRY WITHOUT  PROTECTION,  LAN- 
GUISH AND  DECLINE.  SPECIE  IS  EXPORT- 
ED, AND  THE  MOST  SOLID  COMMERCIAL 
HOUSES  ARE  SHAKEN.  The  public  prosperity 
would  soon  feel  the  wound  inflicted  on  private  for- 
tunes, if  new  regulations  did  not  promptly  change  the 
actual  state  of  affairs. 

“ Events  have  proved  that  our  AGRICULTURE  and 
our  COMMERCE,  as  well  as  our  MANUFACTUR- 
ING INDUSTRY,  are  not  only  paralyzed,  BUT 
BROUGHT  TO  THE  BRINK  OF  RUIN.” 
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SENATE. 

December  28.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  ap- 
peared in  his  seat. 

The  president  of  the  senate  presented  a memorial 
from  the  anti-slavery  society  of  Pennsylvania,  asking 
that  congress  would  take  measures  for  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  the  general  government  to  some  non- 
slaveholding state.  Motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  leave 
to  introduce  to-morrow  a joint  resolution  (or  joint  re- 
solutions) for  amending  the  constitution  in  regard  to 
the  veto  power  and  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
members  of  congress  to  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  all  the  petitions  and  me- 
morials relating  to  the  occupancy,  &.c.  of  the  Oregon 
territory,  presented  since  1838,  were  removed  from 
the  files  and  referred  to  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  King,  presented  a bill  regulating  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  port  of  Cayenne;  in  the  colony 
of  French  Guiana,  and  to  remit  certain  duties,  with 
a recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Linn, 
asking  what  would  have  been  the  operation  of  the 
land  distribution  bill  if  it  had  been  in  operation  in 
1840,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  JMcRoberts,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  estab- 
lish a port  of  entry  at  Chicago,  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Bates  gave  notice  should  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  refund  the  ascertained  balance  due 
to  Massachusetts  for  disbursements  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
state  of  Alabama  was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  and,  after  being  discussed,  was  or- 
dered to  b«  engrossed. 


The  bill  to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt 
law  having  its  second  reading — 

Mr.  Berrien  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  ^he  chairman  of  the  committee 
the  reason  of  such  motion,  not  regarding  it  proper  so 
to  refer  the  bill. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  that  several  memorials  having 
been  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee  upon  the 
same  subject,  he  regarded  the  motion  the  proper  one 
to  make  in  reference  to  a bill  of  the  same  character. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  believed  that  there  had  been 
a great  reaction  upon  this  question,  and  instead  of 
there  being  a majority  in  favor  of  it,  there  was  pro- 
bably an  overwhelming  majority  against  it.  The  bill 
was  to  go  into  force  by  the  1st  of  February,  and  those 
who  wish  a modification  or  a repeal  should  have  an 
opportunity  afforded  them. 

Mr.  Linn  and  Mr.  King  were  surprised  to  hear  the 
motion  to  commit  after  the  action  of  the  senate  the 
other  day  on  the  distribution  bill.  Mr.  King  said  if 
the  law  was  not  repealed,  it  ought  to  be  amended. — 
No  man  would  rise  in  his  place  and  say  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  essentially  changed,  even  if  it  was  not  re- 
pealed. He  hoped  the  majority  would  be  at  least 
consistent  in  their  action  upon  this  question,  and  not 
allow  the  bill  to  go  to  the  committee.  They  had  an 
opportunity  afforded  to  them  to  show  what  value  they 
placed  upon  this  principle. 

Mr.  Man  gum  said,  that  he  believed  it  did  require 
great  amendment.  In  its  present  form,  he  regarded 
it  as  impracticable  and  incapable  of  being  carried 
into  execution.  He  had  understood  that  many  mate- 
rial alterations  would  be  required  before  the  bill 
could  be  made  at  all  useful.  Mr.  M.  did  not  regard 
the  reference  to  a committee  as  necessary  to  this  ac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  concufred  entirely  with  what  had 
been  said  by  the  senator  from  North  Carolina;  nor 
would  he  now  move  his  amendment  to  repeal,  to  the 
bill  proposing  a postponement  of  the  operation  of  the 
law,  if  allowed  to  be  left  upon  the  table  to  be  acted 
upon  without  a reference. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  not  in  the  senate  when  the 
bill  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  was  before  it;  but, 
in  reference  to  the  bill  now  before  the  senate,  it  was 
proper  that  it  should  be  referred.  The  bill  had  been 
introduced  with  a view  of  material  amendment,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  adding  a new  and  important  fea- 
ture to  those  already  incorporated  in  the  bill  which 
had  passed  congress.  In  regard  to  this  question^lre 
was  most  willing  to  be  guided  by  public  opinion. — 
When  he  gave  his  vote  for  the  bill  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion, he  did  so  upon  the  broad  ground  that  it  was  de- 
manded by  the  commercial  sections  of  the  country. 
In  his  own  state  there  was  no  great  feeling  in  regard 
to  the  measure,  He  had  seen  no  evidence  of  change 
in  regard  to  public  opinion  upon  this  measure.  If 
convinced,  however,  that  the  majority  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  were  adverse  to  the  bill,  he  was  willing 
to  be  guided  by  their  action,  and  see  it  repealed. — 
But  he  saw  no  evidence  of  such  opposition,  and  doubt- 
ed if  the  opinion  that  there  was  this  change  was 
founded  on  any  good  evidence. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  twenty  years  since  he  had 
studied  this  question  practically,  and  then  became 
convinced  of  the  bad  effects  of  the  measure.  If  there 
were  500,000  or  100,000  bankrupts  in  the  IJ.  States, 
it  w'ould  be  impossible,  with  the  present  judicial 
force,  to  carry  out  the  bill.  This  was  the  great  bar 
rier  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  the  law  of  1800. 

Mr.  Henderson  said,  if  the  power  to  pass  a bank- 
rupt law  had  not  been  taken  from  the  states  and  gi- 
ven to  congress,  he  should  never  have  urged  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  by  congress.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  senator  from  North  Carolina  that  the 
present  bill  was  incapable  of  execution.  He  knew 
it  would  be  of  slow  execution,  but  it  would  do  some 
good,  and  could  be  so  amended  as  to  be  more  perfect 
and  more  quickly  executed.  He  agreed  with  no  se- 
nator who  said  the  bill  could  not  be  enforced;  nor 
did  he  agree  with  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun ),  who  said  that  the  sound  part  of  the 
community  were  not  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and 
who  found  in  this  fact  a reason  for  opposing  the  mea- 
sure. He  had  always  known  thot  the  money-power 
of  the  land  was  opposed  to  this  bill;  but,  for  one,  he 
would  never  raise  his  arm  to  aid  the  strong  against 
the  weak.  Nor  did  he  agree  with  senators  who  said 
this  bill  had  not  been  discussed.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  measure  was  matured  at  a session  preced- 
ing the  last. 

Mr.  Huntington  said  he  had  but  little  interest  in 
the  question.  The  questions  in  regard  to  this  bill  and 
the  bill  the  other  day  were  different.  That  was  a bill 
to  change  the.  whole  of  the  appropriation.  This  was 
a bill  proposing  no  such  change,  but  an  amendment 
to  the  bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  having  been  absent  the  other  day 
when  the  land  bill  was  under  consideration,  had  no 


scruples  of  consistency  to  trouble  him;  the  bill  had 
been  argued  over  and  over  again,  and  its  difficulties 
were  to  be  pointed  out  by  experience  and  not  be  con- 
demed  in  advance.  He  was  opposed  to  any  repeal 
or  postponement  and  thought  that  public  opinion  had 
not  changed  unless  in  gratification  of  its  passage. — 
The  defects  if  true  will  hereafter  be  pointed  out  in 
its  execution. 

Mr,  Buchanan  said,  sixty  days  would  prove  it  true 
that  the  bill  could  not  be  enforced.  It  would,  for 
this  reason,  soon  become  unpopular,  and  then  odious. 
The  courts  in  New  York  would  not  be  enabled  to  get 
throgh  their  business. 

Mr.  Henderson  said  that  the  senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania after  pronouncing  the  difficulties  of  its  execu- 
tion, did  not  point  out  also  the  manner  in  which  they 
could  be  obviated. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  in  thirty  days  the  law  would 
be  enforced  unless  postponed.  He  had  moved  the 
postponement  as  the  simplest  form,  because  he  had 
foreseen,  if  he  had  proposed  a repeal,  which  he  pre- 
ferred, that  it  would  bring  on  a contest  which  might 
go  beyond  the  first  of  February.  He  had  given  his 
bill  the  mildest  form  he  could,  and  yet  found  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  persisted  in.  He  must,  therefore,  re- 
gard this  motion  as  decisive  of  the  fate  of  his  bill. — 
He  would,  therefore,  move  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  ^5,  nays  25,  (for  names,  soe  page  273). — 
So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  29.  Mr.  Preston  from  the  committee 
on  military  affairs  reported  a bill  to  settle  the  claims 
of  Georgia  for  the  services  of  her  militia  called  out 
to  suppress  Indian  hostilities,  & c.  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clay,  agreeably  with  notice  given  yesterday, 
introduced  three  joint  resolutions,  the  first  restrict- 
ing the  veto  power;  the  second,  transferring,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  the  power  of  appointment,  from  the  pre- 
sident to  the  legislature;  and  the  third,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  congress  should  have  any  civil  appointment 
during  the  official  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 
Each  of  the  three  resolutions  had  in  view  the  same 
object — the  reduction  of  executive  power  within 
proper  limits.  To  this  great  object  he  had  unuer- 
stood  the  whig  party  were  pledged  prior  to  the  elec- 
tion of  1840;  but,  whether  they  were  so  pledged  or 
not,  he  felt  that  he  was  individually  pledged  to  this 
object,  and  now  proposed  to  redeem  it. 

The  resolutions  were  then  introduced,  and  had 
their  first  and  second  reading,  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  (tvvo- 
thirds  of  ifoih  houses  concurring),  That  the  following 
article  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States;  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the 
said  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  the  constitution: 

No  senator  or  representative  shall,  daring  the  term  or 
fraction  of  a term  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appoint- 
ed to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assembled , (two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  concurring),  That  when  a bill 
which  shall  have  passed  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  shall  be  returned  by  the 
president,  with  his  objections  to  his  approbation  and  sig- 
nature, if,  upon  its  reconsideration,  it  shall  again  pass 
each  house  by  a majority  of  all  the  members  belonging 
to  such  house,  notwithstanding  the  president’s  objections, 
it  shall  become  a law;  and  the  requisition  by  the  exist- 
ing constitution  of  two-thirds  of  each  house  again  to 
pass  the  hill  in  such  case  is  hereby  annulled. 

If  any  bill  shall  be  presented  to  the  president  within  a 
period  less  than  ten  days  (Sundays  included)  from  the 
termination  of  the  session  of  congress  during  which  it 
shall  have  passed,  and  shall  not  be  retnrm  d by  him  at 
that  session,  it  shall  he  his  duty  to  return  it  within  the 
three  first  days  of  the  succeeding  session.  If  he  should 
not  so  return  it,  the  hill  shall  become  a law;  and  if  he 
return  it  with  his  objections  to  his  approbation  and  sig- 
nature within  the  time  herein  required,  the  two  houses 
of  congress  shall  proceed  to  consider  it,  in  like  manner 
as  if  it  had  been  returned  during  the  session  at  which  it 
had  passed.  And  if,  upon  such  reconsideration,  it  shall 
again  pass  each  house  by  a majoriiy  of  all  the  members 
belonging  to  such  house,  notw  ithatahding  the  president's 
objections,  it  shall  become  a law. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  (two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  concurring),  That  the  secretary, 
or  other  head,  by  whatever  denomination  It:  maybe 
called,  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  S ales,  shall  he,  respectively,  annual- 
ly appointed  by  a joint  vote  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  by  ballot  or  viva  voce,  as  the  two  houses 
may  severally  resolve.  When'  appointed,  either  of  them 
may  be  removed  by  a concurrent  vo'e  of  the  two  houses, 
separately  given,  but  neither  of  them  shall  be  removable 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States.  Congress  may 
provide  by  law  for  the  case  of  a vacancy  occurring  in 
either  of  these  offices  between  the  periods  of  the  annual 
appointments. 
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Mr.  C.  said  he  hardiy  thought  it  necessary  to  refer 
them  to  any  committee;  he  would  simply  move  to 
make  them  the  special  order  for  Wednesday,  the 
12th  of  January  next;  whicli  was  agreed  to. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  they  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  asked  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  giving  in 
detail  the  plan  for  the  establishment  of  curren- 
cy throughout  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  that  the  report  be  referred 
to  a select  committee  of  nine  senators  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Buchanan  delivered  an  address  in  opposition 
to  the  scheme. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  also  addressed  the  senate  in  opposi- 
tion. He  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion  to  com- 
mit, but  to  express  briefly  the  reasons  of  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  administration. 

Mr.  Rives,  replied  to  Mr.  B.  and  Mr.  C.  and  re- 
gretted that  they  should  have  expressed  their  hostili- 
ty before  it  had  been  modified  in  committee. 

Mr.  Mangum  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to  a 
motion  for  adjournment,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  30.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid 
before  that  body  a message  from  the  president,  co- 
vering a communication  from  the  department  of  state, 
in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  27th  inst.  asking  “if 
any  proposition  had  been  made  to  or  received  from 
the  British  government  since  the  4th  of  March,  1840, 
in  relation  to  a mutual  right  of  search,”  stating  that 
no  proposition  had  been  made  by  either  government 
since  that  day. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  a resolution  from  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  desiring  of  congress 
early  action  on  the  subject  of  apportioning  the  num- 
ber to  form  the  representation  of  the  U.  States  under 
the  eensu^  of  1841). 

The  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  Missouri,  instructing  their  sena- 
tors to  oppose  any  law  for  the  repeal  of  the  natu- 
ralization laws,  and  to  resist  all  means  designed  to 
cause  delay  or  difficulty  in  the  attainment  of  natu- 
ralization. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  of  citizens 
of  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  the 
treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indians  may  be  annulled. 

Mr.  Graham  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  io  in- 
form the  senate  what  is  the  present  number  of  cadets  in 
the  military  academy  at  West  Point  from  each  state  and 
territory  of  the  union,  and  from  the  District  ol  Columbia; 
what  regulation,  it  any,  exists  in  the  war  department 
respecting  the  appointments  of  cadets,  so  as  to  apportion 
them  amoug  the  several  states;  whether  the  whole  num- 
ber of  appointments  lias  at  any  time  exceeded  2-50,  and 
if  so,  at  what  time  or  limes;  and  whether,  when  a va- 
cancy has  occurred  in  die  corps  of  cadets  from  any  cause, 
a successor  has  been  uniformly  appointed  in  the  same 
congressional  district  from  which  his  predecessor  had 
been  selected. 

Mr.  Barrow  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ol  the  navy  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  senate  a list  of  the  names  of  the 
midshipmen  appointed  from  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  to  the  20ih  December,  1S41,  and  a s'atement  sho ,v- 
ing  the  places  of  nativity  of  all  such  midshipmen,  and 
also  their  places  of  residence  at  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of  an  appropriation 
being  made  by  congress  at  its  present  session  for  the 
purposes  of  constructing  a new  custom  house  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  the  Selma  and  Tennessee 
rail  road  company  after  having  been  advocated  and 
explained  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  followed  by  Mr. 
King,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  legislature  of  Louisiana 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  schools  in  that  state  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesterday-,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tall- 
madge to  refer  the  plan  of  fiscal  agent  to  a select 
committee  of  nine,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair, 
when — 

Mr.  JMangum,  of  North  Carolina  arose  and  ad- 
dressed the  senate  in  opposition  to  the  project  of  the 
secretary  of  treasury  for  an  exchequer  board.  After 
addressing  the  senate  for  some  time,  and  then  resum- 
ing his  seat, 

Mr.  Benton  arose  and  moved  to  lay  the  subject 
upon  the  table  for  a moment,  in  order  to  move  tiiat 
when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  on 
Monday  next. 

The  resolution  was  informally  passed  over,  and 
the  motion  put  upon  the  question  of  adjournment  to 
Monday,  which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  King  moved  an  executive  session,  which  was 
ordered. 


Mr.  Huntington  then  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  speak  upon  the  question  of  reference  before  ihey 
vote  was  taken.  / 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and 
soon  after  adjourned. 

January  3.  Various  memorials  were  presented 
by  Messrs.  Wright,  Benton,  Buchanan  and  Caihoun, 
praying  the  repeal,  modification  or  postponement  of  Tlre-netmte  ttTCn'  pfocefatiT to-rire-Uiifihisb.ed  bus? 


the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a petition  from  certain 
citizens  of  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Seneca  Indians. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  a petition  from  citizens 
of  Michigan,  asking  the  intervention  of  government 
in  behalf  of  the  Americans  held  in  durance  in  Van 
Dieman’s  land. 

Mr.  Barrow  introduced  a resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  directing  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating  by  law  the 
appointment  of  midshipmen,  so  as  to  give  to  each 
state  in  proportion  to  its  representation  in  congress. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  December  30  by  Mr. 
Graham,  in  relation  to  the  appoinment  of  cadets,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Bates,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  refund  the  ascertained  ba- 
lance due  to  Massachusetts  for  advances  made  by 
her  during  the  iate  war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed: 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee 
rail  road  company. 

The  bill  to  authorise  tha  legislature  of  Louisiana 
to  sell  her  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  schools  in  that  state. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  the  bill  allowing  drawback  on  mer- 
chandise exported  in  the  original  package  to  Chihua- 
hua and  Sante  Fe,  in  Mexico. 

This  bill  having  been  advocated  and  explained  by- 
Mr.  Huntington,  followed  by  Messrs.  King,  Linn  and 
others,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  warriors,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  1835  was 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  having 
been  advocated  by  Mr.  Pierce,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  the 
first  gap  in  business  to  call  up  his  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  question  of  referring  the  bill  and  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  coming  up  for  consideration 
as  the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Huntington,  addressed  the  senate  in  opposi- 
tion, and  analyzed  the  bill  and  accompanying  report 
in  order  to  demonstate  that  it  was  to  be  one  of  go- 
vernment power,  government  property,  government 
influence,  controlling  the  government,  and  controlled 
by  the  government;  and  would  be  destructive  of  the 
public  liberty.  After  concluding,  Mr.  Bates  rose  to 
continue  the  discussion;  but  there  being  a general 
wish  to  adjourn,  Mr.  B.  yielded  the  floor  for  that 
purpose.  And  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  4.  Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  from 
citizens  of  Buffalo,  asking  the  interference  of  the  go- 
vernment in  behalf  of  the  American  citizens,  prison- 
ers at  Australia. 

Mr.  Young,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  further  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights.” 

The  following  bills,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  were 
severally  read  a third  time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  warriors,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1835. 

The  bill  to  allow  drawback  on  goods  exported  in 
original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in 
Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 

Resolved,  That  [lie  secretary  of  the  treasury  send  to 
the  senate  a statement  of  t he  quantity  of  public  lands  in 
Missouri,  reserved  from  sales  in  cases  where  the  lines  of 
private  survey  of  claims  derived  from  France  and  Spain 
interferes  with  public  surveys;  and  whether,  in  his  opi- 
nion, such  fractional  parts  uf  the  national  domain  is  lia- 
ble to  the  operation  of  any  pre-emption  laws,  and  what 
injury  would  Jesuit  to  public  or  private  rights  by  extend- 
ing the  benefits  of  such  a law  to  (lie  settlors  on  such  frac- 
tions. 

Mr.  Linn  also  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  be 
requested  to  give  the  notice  ro  the  British  government 
which  the  convention  of  1829  requires,  in  order  to  put  an 
it  the  joint  occupation  of  Oregon,  west 
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of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  which  territory  is  now 
possessed  ami  used  by  the  British  Hudson  Bay  company, 
to  the  ruin  of  the  American  Indian  and  fur  traders  in 
that  quarter,  and  conflicting  with  our  inland  commerce 
in  the  internal  provinces  of  Mexico. 


~ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  i 
structed  to  inquire  whether  any  further  legislation  be  i 
quired  to  define  more  accurately  the  rights  and  duties 
the  vice  president  and  president  of  the  senate,  in  case 
death,  resignation  or  rem  >val;  and  the  mode  of  succes- 
sion in  case  of  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  any  ut 
those  officers;  and  to  report  by  hill  or  otherwise,  _ , 


ness  of  yesterday,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge 
to  refer  the  plan  of  a fiscal  agent  to  a select  commit- 
tee of  nine,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  when  Mr. 
Bates  arose  and  addressed  a speech  in  opposition  to 
the  scheme  and  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  referred 
to  a select  committee.  He  hoped  the  adulterous 
progeny  of  northern  federalism  and  Virginia  abstrac- 
tionism might  be  strangled  in  its  very  birth. 

Mr.  Morehead  rose  to  continue  the  discussion,  but 
an  executive  session  was  moved  and  carried;  and  the 
debate  closed  soon  after  two  o’clock,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

January  5.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore the  body  a communication  from  the  general 
post  office,  showing  the  expenses  of  the  contingent 
fund  for  the  year  1841. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  From  A.  W.  Townsend,  in  fa- 
vor of  a protective  tariff'. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Warren  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, stating  that  gross  frauds  had  been  practised  upon 
the  Tuscarora  aud  Seneca  Indians,  and  asking  that 
no  appropriation  may  be  made  to  carry  the  treaty 
into  effect. 

Reports  from  committees  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Linn  from  the  committee  on  private  land  claims, 
without  amendment,  the  hill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  for  the  final  adjust  of  private  land  claims*  in  Mis- 
souri, approved  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
tnereto,  approved  2d  March,  1833. 

By  Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  the  bill  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  state  of 
Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  asking  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  Monsieur  Gonon,  in  relation  to  a system  of 
telegraphing. 

Mr.  Mouion  said  he  would  prefer  that  the  report 
lie  on  the  table  for  the  present;  which  was  acceded 
to  by  Mr.  Preston. 

The  motion  of  reference  of  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  coming  up  as  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  senate — 

Mr.  Morehead  delivered  a speech  in  opposition  to 
the  scheme.  Having  concluded,  Mr.  Simmons,  of  R. 
Island  arose  and  addressed  the  senate.  He  suggest- 
ed the  propriety  of  framing  some  kind  of  an  agent 
by  alterations  and  modifications  of  the  plan  as  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Woodbury  (Mr.  Simmons  having  concluded) 
rose  and  expressed  a desire  to  say  something  upon 
the  subject;  but,  as  the  hour  was  late,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  moved  and  carrid.  And  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  30.  The  house  resumed  the  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday,  being  the  reference  of 
the  tariff,  and 

Mr.  Meriwether  advocated jts  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Winthorp  followed  in  favor  of  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  after  whicli 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  3.  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
troduced to  the  house  the  hon.  Mr.  Russell,,  member 
elect  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  (vice  Judge 
Biack,  deceased),  who  was  qualified  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  gave  notice  of  a motion  for 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  establish  a port  of  entry 
at  Chicago. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unfi- 
nished business  of  Thursday,  being  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Rhett  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Atherton  to  Mr.  Fillmore's  resolution  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  president’s  message  as  refers  to  the  ta- 
rilF,  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  expressed  at 
large  the  reasons  that  should  induce  him  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  comm  ittee  on  ways 
and  means,  and  having  concluded, 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  (there  being  many  com- 
petitors) to 

Mr.  John  C.  Clark,  who  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a speech.  God  forbid  (continued  he)  that  upon 
this  question,  and  at  this  time,  1 should  indulge  in 
any  comments  upon  the  great  questions  connected 
with  this  discussion. 
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It  must  be  apparent  to  all  gentlemen  that  this  ques- 
tion, in  some  measure,  blocks  legislation.  Many  of 
the  committees  are  inactive,  waiting  for  the  reference 
of  those  portions  of  the  message  which  appropriately 
belong  to  them.  The  condition  of  the  public  treasu- 
ry, and  many  other  important  considerations,  call  for 
and  justify  the  motion  I intend  to  make. 

I have  not  the  slightest  disposition  to  stifle  debate 
in  this  house;  and  I would  not  make  the  motion,  if  1 
were  not  aware  that,  upon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, an  ample  and  wide  field  will  be  opened  for  gen- 
tlemen to  indulge  in  any  latitude  of  remarks  which 
they  may  think  proper. 

I therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  move  the 
previous  question;  and  I hope  that  no  gentleman  will 
appeal  to  me  to  withdraw  the  motion.  I cannot  do 
sd.  And  I shall  do  gentlemen  no  injustice,  because 
the  time  must  soon  arrive  when  this  whole  question 
must  come  up,  and  when  they  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  say  all  they  may  desire. 

And  the  question  being  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  Clifford  said  that,  as  this  was  an  important 
question,  he  would  move  a call  of  the  house;  which 
was  ordered. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  190  members  an- 
swered to  their  names.  And  the  names  of  the  absen- 
tees having  been  called,  198  members  appeared  to 
“oe  present. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  that  all  further  proceedings  under 
the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Stanly  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  speaker 
how  many  members  were  yet  absent. 

The  speaker  replied,' forty -odd. 

Mr.  Stanly  hoped,  he  said,  that  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  would  not  be  dispensed  with. 
There  were  two  many  dodgers  absent  yet. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Linn,  it.was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  furtherproceedings 
on  the  call. 

The  doors  of  the  hall  were  then  ordered  to  be 

closed. 

And  some  excuses  were  received. 

When  Mr.  Lcivis  Williams,  at  the  request,  he  said, 
of  a number  of  gentlemen  around  him,  moved  that 
all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Which  motion  prevailing,  all  further  proceedings 
were  dispensed  with. 

And  the  doors  of  the  hall  were  again  opened. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  demand  of  Mr.  J.  C. 
Clark,  for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  rose  and  said,  he  had  a request 
to  make  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Clark; ) that  he  would  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  in  order  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  saying  a few  words.  He  did 
not  intend  to  make  a speech. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  said  that  at  the  request  of  his 
friend,  (Mr.  Williams),  who  proposed  not  to  make  a 
speech,  but  simply  to  make  a few  remarks,  he  (Mr. 
C.)  would  withdraw  the  motion,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  gentleman  would  renew  it 

Mr.  Williams  having  pledged  himself  to  do  so,  and 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  being  thus 
withdrawn;  Mr.  W.  said,  that  if  he  had  a speech  to 
make,  he  would  not  make  it  on  this  question,  because 
he  did  not  believe  it  was  debateabie.  He  believed 
that  the  whole  discussion  was  entirely  out  of  order; 
but,  as  the  speaker  had  justly  remarked  the  other 
day,  the  debate  had  been  allowed  to  go  so  far  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  arrest  it  without  an  imputa- 
tion of  partiality. 

The  only  remark  he  wished  to  make  was  tins,  that 
the  question  before  the  house  was  a question  of  re- 
ference solely,  not  involving  in  any  degree  the  ques- 
tion of  the  amount  of  revenue.  Suppose,  sir,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  W.)  that  this  subject  should  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  and  suppose 
that  they  should  make  a report  laying  an  average 
duty  of  thirty  per  cent.  Suppose,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  committee  on  manufactures  should  make  a 
report,  laying  an  average  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent.  Which  then  will  be  the  duty  proposed  for  pro- 
tection? According  to  the  theory  of  gentlemen  here 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  be  the  com- 
mittee to  propose  a high  protective  duty.  I repeat 
that  this  is  merely  a question  of  reference;  and  as  to 
the  question  whether  the  duty  shall  be  high  or  low, 
that  question  can  arise  only  after  a bill  is  reported. 
If  the  committee  on  manufactures  should  report  a 
bill  proposing  to  lay  exorbitant  duties,  it  will  be  in 
my  power  to  vote  against  it  just  as  easily  and  as  rea- 
dily as  if  it  had  come  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

I shall,  therefore,  vote  to  refer  this  subject  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  believing,  as  I do,  that 
the  amount  of  duty  is  not  at  all  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion now  to  be  decided. 

I renew  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 


And  the  question  being  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  Rhett  remarked  (as  the  reporter  understood) 
that  when  he  had  offered  his  instructions  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Atherton)  he  (M.  R.)  had  expressly 
declared  that  he  did  so  with  a view  of  opening  the 
whole  subject,  and  withdrew  the  same. 

So  the  instructions  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Fillmore  thereupon  modified  his  resolution  (in 
accordance  with  a suggestion  heretofore  made  by 
Mr.  Samson  Mason)  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  and  domestic  manufactures  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures. 

When  the  question  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  was  taken,  by  tellers,  Messrs.  Boi- 
lers, of  Maryland,  and  Taliaferro,  of  Virginia,  acting 
in  that  capacity). 

And  the  speaker  announced  the  vote  as  follows:  ayes 
88,  noes  88,  [a  tie.] 

And  the  speaker  voted  in  the  affirmative.  So  the 
vote  stood  ayes  89,  noes  88. 

And  there  was  a second  to  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  Rhett  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Arnold  rose  and  appealed  to  the  house  not  to 
sustain  the  demand  for  the  previous  question.  He  has 
himself  a great  desire  to  make  some  remarks.  He 
had  been  assailed  personally  in  course  of  the  debate 
and  the  state  which  he  in  part  represented  had  been 
assailed.  He  hoped  he  would  be  allowed  the  privi- 
lege of  reply. 

The  speaker  said  the  question  was  not  debatable. 

And  the  question,  “shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?”  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  101,  nays  97. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

And  the  main  question  being  first  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Atherton. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  Mr.  Fill- 
more asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 
And  the  names  of  a few  members  having  been  called, 
Mr.  Wood,  by  general  consent,  withdrew  his  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  question, 
being  first  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Atherton  to  strike 
out  from  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Fillmore  the  words 
“committee  on  manufactures,”  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  “committee  of  ways  and  means.” 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  B >wne,  Boyd,  Brewster, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  Samson  II. 
Butler,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniels, 
Richard 'D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doin', 
Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G. 
Fbyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Thomas  F.  Foster.  Gamble, 
Gentry.  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Graham.  Gwin, 
Habersham,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Slavs,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  William  C.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Abra- 
ham McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Mathews,  Mcdtll,  Meriwether,  Miller.  Payne, 
Proffit,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roose- 
velt, Sanford.  Saunders.  Shaw,  Shepperd,  William 
Smith,  Sleenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  J.  T.  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Sweney.  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson.  Turney, 
Van  Buren,  Ward,  Waiter),  Washington,  Waitcrsrm, 
Weller,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wood — 95. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Lauda  AT  W.  An- 
drews, Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker, 
Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blah,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Brockway  Bronson.  J.  Brown.  Burnell,  Callnmn, 
Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  S'nley  N.  Clarke. 
Cooper.  Cowen,  Cranston.  Cravens  Cushing,  Garrett 
Davis,  EvereO,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Foma  nee,  A.  Law- 
rence Foster,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gran- 
ger, Green,  Gustine,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  James, 
Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  Mr.r- 
chand,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Sam  on  Mason,  Maihiot,  Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newbard, 
Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pendleton, 
Plumer,  Pone,  Powell.  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randal), 
Alexander  Randall,  Ridgway,  Rodney.  William  Rus- 
sell, James  M.  Russell,  SaltonStall,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Truman  Smith.  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Som- 
mers, John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Til- 
lin rhast,  To'and,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood. Van  Rensselaer,  W allace,  Wt  s'brook.  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  James  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Winthrop,  Augustus  Young.  John  Young — 101. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
dified resolution  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed without  a division. 

So  it  was — 


• “Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  [i.  e.  of  the  presi 
deni’s  message]  as  relates  to  discriminating  duties  and 
domes  ic  manufactures  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures.” 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but 
waived  the  motion  at  the  request  of — 

The  speaker,  who  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a re- 
port from  F.  R.  Hassler,  esq.  superintendent  of  the 
coast  survey,  showing  the  progress  made  in  the  work 
up  to  this  time.  Laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to 
he  printed. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  house 
took  up  and  adopted  seriatim  the  following  resolu- 
tions, composing  the  residue  of  those  originally  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Fillmore,  for  the  reference  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message: 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
plan  of  finances  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
that  subject. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
army,  fortifications,  and  Florida  war,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  affairs;  and  that  such  parts  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  message  as  relate  to  the 
establishment  of  a national  foundry  be  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  that  subject. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
navy  and  maritime  defences  of  the  country  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

9.  Resolved . That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
post  office  establishment  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  post  office  and  post  reads. 

10.  Resolved,  That,  so  much  thereof  ns  relates  to  the 
Smithsonian  legacy  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
that  subject. 

11.  Resolved.  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  additional  resolution  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  and 
accompanying  documents  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs, 
aEo  l hat  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  at  the  was  extra 
session  and  not  then  acted  upon,  be  again  referred  to  said' 
committee. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  4.  On  leave  given,  Mr.  Leivis  Wil- 
liams offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,-  That  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioner 
of  tlte  general  land  office  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  public  lands,  and  that  the  maps  accompanying  the 
same  be  printed  and  attached  to  the  copies  of  t lie  report 
already  ordered  for  the  use  of'  the  house,  provided  that  the 
clerk  can  procure,  without  additional  charge,  the  use  of 
the  plates  which  have  been  procured  and  paid  for  by  the 
senate. 

Mr.  Hunt  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  providing  for  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  limiting  the  presi- 
dent to  one  term  of  office. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  for  information, 
and  objection  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Weller,  the 
speaker  said  the  question  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  he  did  not  desire  to  debate  it  now. 
But  he  would  give  notice  that,  when  in  order,  he 
should,  at  an  early  day  of  the  session,  call  it  up  for 
consideration. 

Or.  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  house  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  a motion  submitted  by  him  just 
previous  fo  the  adjournment  of  the  house  yesterday, 
to  print  300  additional  copies  of  Mr.  Hassler’s  report 
of  the  coast  survey  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  Hopkins  would  like  to  know,  he  said,  before  he 
voted,  what  would  be  the  expense. 

The  speaker  was  informed  by  the  clerk,  he  said, 
that  the  expense  would  not  exceed  §25. 

Mr.  Hopkins  suggested  that  the  motion  should  be 
so  modified  as  to  say  “provided  the  expense  does  not 
exceed  $25.”  [Laughter.] 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adams,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  66, 
noes  81.  So  the  extra  copies  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day,  being  petitious  and  memorials. 

An  animated  conversation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  speaker  as  to  the  nature  of  the  motion 
pending  on  a certain  petition  presented  by  Mr.  A.  on 
Dec.  14,  for  the  repeal  of  the  21st  rule.  [See  Reg. 
p.  269.] 

And  the  statement  of  the  question  being  called  for, 
it  was  stated  to  be  on  the  petition  of  D.  E.  Nelson 
and  39  citizens  of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  against  the 
adoption  of  any  rule,  order  or  regulation  impairing 
or  limiting  the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  and 
against  disparaging  or  stigmatizing  abolition  petitions, 
or  placing  them  on  a different  footing  from  other  pe- 
titions. 

And  (be  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams,  to  refer  the  same  to  a select  committee, 
with  instructions  to  report  a repeal  of  the  21st  rule — 
w hich  said  rule  is  in  the  following  words: 
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“No  petition,  memorial,  resolution  or  other  paper 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the  slave  trade 
between  the  states  and  territories  of  the  United  States 
in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by  this  house, 
or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever.” 

Mr.  Meriwether  (on  whose  intimation  of  debate  the 
question  had  gone  over  on  a former  day)  took  the 
floor,  and,  after  a few  prefatory  remarks,  moved  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  as 
proposes  instructions  for  the  repeal  of  the  21st  rule, 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words: 

“With  instructions  to  report  a general  system  of 
rules,  and  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  previous  question,  to  re-establish 
the  one  hour  rule,  and  that  bills  may  be  taken  out  of 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  at  a 
convenient  period.” 

Mr.  Wise  raised  the  question  of  the  congruity  of 
these  instructions  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Mams). 

Mr.  Mams  here  rose,  and  said  that  the  clerk,  in 
stating  the  question,  had  read  only  a part  of  the  jour- 
nal of  the  day  on  which  the  subject  was  first  up. — 
He  had  not  read  the  fact  that,  on  that  day,  the  spea- 
ker objected  to  the  instructions  proposed  by  him  (Mr. 
A.);  and  that  he  then  withdrew  those  instructions, 
leaving  simply  a motion  of  reference  to  a select  com- 
mittee; and  that  was  now  the  question  before  the 
house. 

In  that  view  of  the  case,  he  doubted  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Meriwether)  was  in  order.  These  instructions  pro- 
posed that  another  committee,  such  a committee  as 
we  had  at  the  last  session  for  the  purpose  of  a gene- 
ral revision  of  the  rules,  should  be  raised.  The  house, 
he  should  think,  would  have  had  a sufficient  intima- 
tion of  the  advantages  of  such  a committee,  from  the 
manner  in  which  that  report  had  been  treated  at  this 
very  session  of  congress — from  the  manner  in  which 
• the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Johnson)  had,  in 
the  first  place,  moved  to  make  that  report  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday,  and  for  every  day  un- 
til disposed  of,  and  then,  when  the  day  came,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.  [Laughter]. 

The  speaker.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts make  the  point  of  order  that  the  instructions 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia»(Mr.  Meri- 
wether) are  not  in  order? 

Mr.  Mams  said  yes.  He  objected  to  the  instruc- 
tions as  not  being  in  order.  He  objected  on  two 
grounds.  In  the  first  place,  because  the  speaker  had 
decided  that  his  (Mr.  A’s)  instructions  were  out  of 
order;  and,  in  the  second  place,  because  it  appeared 
to  him  (Mr.  A.)  that  a proposition  for  a general  revi- 
sion of  the  rules  was  not  a proper  amendment  to  a 
motion  merely  to  refer  a petition  in  relation  to  a sin- 
gle rule. 

The  speaker  said  it  had  escaped  his  memory  if  the 
instructions  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Jldams)  had  been  declared  out  of  order. — 
The  only  resource  which  the  speaker  had  in  such  a 
case  was  the  journal  of  the  house;  and  the  journal, 
in  this  instance,  stated  that  the  motion  to  refer  was 
with  instructions. 

Mr.  Jldams  said  that,  whether  it  was  entered  on  the 
journal  or  not,  he  had  been  told  that  the  question 
must  be  taken  on  the  reference,  and  that  the  question 
on  the  instructions  must  be  a separate  thing  after- 
wards; and,  in  that  view,  he  had  withdrawn  that  por- 
tion of  the  motion  which  contained  instructions. — 
That,  he  repeated,  was  the  fact , whether  entered  on 
the  journal  or  not.  He  hoped  that  there  were  other 
members  of  the  house  who  remembered  as  well  as 
himself  that  such  was  the  fact — that  the  question  was 
reduced  to  one  of  simple  reference,  and  that  it  was 
upon  that  question  that  a motion  had  been  made  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  which  motion  had  been  rejected. 
Then  recurred  the  question  of  reference  simply. — 
Then  came  the  motion  for  a call  of  the  house;  and 
then  the  propensity  to  debate  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Meriwether).  [Laughter]. 

To  him  (Mr.  A.)  it  was  a matter  of  indifference. 
He  was  willing  that  the  question  should  be  taken  ei- 
ther with  or  without  instructions;  he  cared  for  no- 
thing but  for  the  decision  of  the  house  whether  the 
petition  should  be  referred  to  a select  committee  or 
not. 

The  speaker  considered  that  the  issue  on  the  point 
of  fact  was  not  very  material.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  might  be  correct,  or  the 
speaker  might.  Jill  that  was  said  upon  the  floor  was 
not  and  could  not  be  heard  by  the  speaker. 

The  question  now  would  be  on  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  not  yet  understood  that  the 
speaker  had  decided  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

The  speaker.  It  is  withdrawn. 


Mr.  Mams  said  he  had  not  withdrawn  it;  the  spea- 
ker had  misunderstood  him. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Jldams)  had  withdrawn  the  point  of 
order,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  have  renewed  it. 

He  had  been  listening  for  some  time  to  try  and  find 
out  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  what  was 
the  true  question  before  the  house. 

The  speaker  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise ) would  suspend  his  remarks  for  a moment, 
the  speaker  would  state  the  facts,  premising  that  he 
would  only  be  governed  in  this  case  by  his  own  re- 
collection, and  the  state  of  facts  as  they  appeared  on 
the  journal. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  a former 
day,  had  presented  this  petition,  and  moved,  as  the 
journal  would  show,  that  it  be  referred  to  a select 
committee,  with  instructions.  Upon  this  question  of 
reference  with  instructions,  debate  was  demanded 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Meriwether), 
which,  by  the  rule,  threw  the  question  over,  and  it 
had  stood  over  to  this  time.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  now  moved  an  amendment  to  those  instruc- 
tions thus  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Mams;)  and  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts now  raised  the  point  of  order  whether  this 
amendment  could  be  received.  The  speaker  decided 
that  it  ought  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  thought  that  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  wholly  out  of  order, 
and  if  the  speaker  decided  that  it  was  in  order,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  must  vote  against  the  decision.  He  would 
sooner  vote  for  the  original  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  than  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  In  the  first  place,  it 
was  out  of  order.  It  was  upon  a subject  wholly  dif- 
i ferent  from  that  embraced  in  the  proposition  of  the 
: gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  gentleman  from 
[ Massachusetts  was  aiming  at  what?  To  repeal  the 
| 21st  rule — to  repeal  a restriction  on  one  particular 
| subject,  contained  in  the  body  of  the  rules;  that  was 
the  least,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  about  to  say  the  last, 
of  the  gentleman’s  propositions.  It  was  to  raise  a 
[ committee  on  the  general  subject  of  slavery  here  and 
elsewhere.  And  what  did  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia propose?  A committee  to  report  a general  sys- 
tem of  rules. 

The  speaker.  Do  I understand  the  gentleman  to 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair? 

Mr.  Wise  said  no;  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Jldams)  as  making  a point 
of  order,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  sustaining  and  second- 
ing it. 

] The  speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  not  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair, 
i Mr.  Wise.  I have  not  understood  the  speaker  as 
having  yet  decided. 

The  speaker.  The  chair  has  decided  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Me- 
riwether) should  be  received. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed,  then,  from  the  decision.  The 
amendment  in  the  first  place  was  out  of  order,  be- 
cause not  one  of  the  propositions  contained  in  it 
S touched’ the  subject-matter  of  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Arnold  inquired  of  the  speaker,  what  the  ques- 
tion was?  Had  an  appeal  been  taken? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wise  proceeded.  He  contended  that  the  revi- 
sal  of  the  general  system  of  rules  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

What  was  the  second  point  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia?  The  abolition  of  the  previous  question. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  had  never  been  its  advocate;  he  had 
always  warred  against  it.  But  there  was  one  thing 
which  was  worse  than  the  previous  question — and 
that  embraced  in  the  third  point  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia;  it  was  the  abolition  of  the  freedom  of 
debate,  the  timing  of  men  in  the  expression  of  their 
sentiments.  What  had  that  to  do  with  the  subject 
embraced  in  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts?  And  the  next  point  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  was  to  deprive  the  minority  of  the  right 
of  speech — of  the  propagation  of  opinion;  of  the  ex- 
position of  opinion,  and  of  the  charges  and  abuses  of 
the  government,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

If  the  speaker  could  show  that  there  was  the  lea6t 
congruity  between  either  one  of  these  and  the  one 
embraced  in  ti.e  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  agree  that  the 
amendment  was  in  order.  And,  if  it  "were  in  order 
so  to  do,  he  would  proceed  now  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  each  one  of  these  propositions. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  now  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Wise.  At  the  suggestion  of  a friend,  I with 
draw  my  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and 
move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Arnold  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  it  was  in  or- 
der to  move  a modification  of  the  proposition? 

The  speaker  replied  that  it  was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Arnold  expressed  the  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Meriwether)  would  consent  so  to 
modify  his  proposition  as  to  strike  out  that  portion  of 
it  which  related  to  the  abolitiou  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. With  the  modification  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  vote 
in  favor  of  the  proposition. 

The  speaker  said  that  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  should  be  voted  down,  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Arnold ) him- 
self to  move  an  amendment  such  as  he  had  suggested. 

Mr.  Arnold  repeated  his  suggestion  to  Mr.  Mtri- 
wether. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Adams  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  the  house 
had  already  decided  once  not  to  lay  the  question  on 
the  table. 

The  speaker.  Not  in  this  shape. 

Mr.  Jldams.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  shape. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Adams,  said,  not  yet.  He  wished  to  go  one 
step  further  back. 

Mr.  A.  was  then  understood  to  say,  that  he  had 
not  understood  the  speaker  as  deciding  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  be  in  order. 
And  if  the  speaker  said  that  he  had  so  decided,  he^ 
(Mr.  A.)  would  appeal  from  the  decision.  The’ 
speaker  had  said  he  had  decided,  but  he  had  not. 
[Loud  cries  to  order.] 

i Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  speaker  would  demand  order 
1 in  the  house. 

j The  speaker  said  there  was  no  difficulty  between 
i the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  the  chair. 

I Mr.  Adams.  The  speaker  said  he  had  decided,  but 
he  had  not.  I certainly  should  have  appealed  in- 
stantly. 

A conversation  here  arose  involving  the  state  of 
facts,  which  was  participated  in  by  Messrs.  Wise, 
Adams,  Fillmore,  Winthrop  and  the  speaker. 

When  Mr.  James  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motibn  of  Mr.  Wise  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

And  they  were  ordered. 

[A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Robert 
I Tyler,  esq.  his  secretary.] 

Mr.  Bidlaclc  called  for  the  reading  of  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Meriwether;  which  having  been  read — 
j The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  was  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
I vote: 

I YEAS — Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Barton, 

1 Beeson,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
j Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  S.  II. 
Butler,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, j.Iohn  Campbell,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Thomas  .T.  Campbell,  Caruffiers,  Carv, 

I Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel,  Gar- 
rett Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry, 
Doan.  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Fer- 
ris, Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Thomas  F.  Foster, 
Gamble;  Gilmer,  Gosgin,  Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gra- 
J ham,  Green,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Harris,  John  Hastings, 
j Mays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 

I Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  J^ane,  Abraham  McClellan,  R. 

! McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  J.  T. 

; Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore, 
Newhard,  Owsley,  Pannenter,  Payne,  Pope,  Powell, 

I Proffit,  Reding,  Reyner,  Reynolds,  Riggss,  Saunders, 
j Shaw,  Shepperd,  Snyder.  Sailers,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Sum- 
i iners.  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson. 

| R.  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Van  Bu- 
1 ren,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson.  Weller, 
Westbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  C. 
Id.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood — 115. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews, 
Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  J. 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Cliiitend'U),  John  C. 
Clark,  S.  N.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Covven,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cushing,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore, 
John  G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Giddings, 
P.  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Gustine,  Hall,  W.  S.  Hastings, 
Henry,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin, 
James,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lawrence,  Linn,  Lowell,  S. 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Partridge,  Pendleton,  Plainer,  Ram- 
sey, B.  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Rulo. 
way,  Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M,  Russell,  Sol- 
tonstali,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Slokely,  Strat- 
ton, Alexander  II.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Tillr  ghasf, 
Toland,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Win- 
throp, , Augustus  Young,  John  Young — 81. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  said  that  there  were  on  the  table  about 
twenty  petitions,  presented  on  the  same  day  and  on 
the  same  subject-matter  as  that  just  disposed  of,  and 
which,  debate  being  demanded,  had  also  been  order- 
ed to  lie  over.  No  question  had  been  raised,  but  de- 
bate being  demanded,  they  were  left,  supposing  that 
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the  decision  of  the  question  just  taken  would  dispose 
of  them  also. 

Mr.  Gamble  moved  that  they  he  all  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  laying 
the  first  of  the  series  on  the  table,  which  were  or- 
dered. And  the  roll  having  been  called  through — 

Mr.  Stanly  (pending  the  annunciation  of  the  vote) 
rose  and  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  speaker  at 
what  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  would  be  in  order  to 
'move  that  gentlemen  who  had  not  voted  should  be 
called  upon  to  do  so? 

His  object  in  making  the  inquiry  was,  that  there 
were  certain  supporters  of  Martin  Van  Buren  who 
had  been  desirous  of  making  political  capital  out  of 
this  question,  who  had  not  voted. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  there  were  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
— one  from  New  York  especially — who  had  not  vot- 
ed. He  (Mr.  S.)  had  made  the  inquiry  in  order  that 
these  gentlemen  might  be  compelled  to  vote. 

The  speaker.  The  gentleman  has  a right  to  demand 
that  any  gentleman  who  was  within  the  bar  shall 
vote. 

Mr.  Stanly.  A representative  from  the  city  of  N. 
York  did  not  vote  on  this  question,  and  I think  he 
should  be  compelled. 

[Cries — Name  him.] 

The  speaker , (addressing  Mr.  Stanly).  Will  the 
gentleman  give  the  name? 

Mr.  Stanly.  Yes;  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  (addressing  Mr.  Stanly ) was  under- 
stood by  the  reporter  to  say,  “If  you  want  my  senti- 
ments on  that  question,  you  shall  have  them.” 

Mr.  Stanly.  No;  I want  your  vote;  for  you  have  j 
sometimes  voted  both  ways. 

The  speaker  cal  led  to  order,  and  read  the  40  th  rule, 
(new  edition)  which  is  as  follows: 

“Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house  when 
the  question  is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the 
house,  for  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him.” 

Mr.  Stanly  said  he  would  not  press  the  matter. — 
He  only  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Roosevelt.  I am  happy  to  find  that  my  vote  is  j 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  the  gentleman’s  vote  was  of  no  im- 
portance to  him  (Mr.  S.)  that  he  knew  of,  nor  to  any 
body  else. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  the  vote,  ayes  103, 
noes  87.  So  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  S.  S.  Sheldon  and  361,  others,  of  ! 
New  York  Mills,  presented  heretofore  by  Mr.  Floyd, 
of  New  York,  coming  up  in  its  turn — 

Mr.  Mams  (alter  some  conversation  with  the  spea- 
ker) asked  for  a vote  on  all  the  petitions  seriatim, 
though,  he  said,  he  would  not  call  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  the  yeas  and  nay  s;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  appealed  to  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabic  to  withdraw  it  for  a 
moment,  to  enable  him  to  say  a word  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Gamble  declined. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  107,  nays  83.  (Mr.  Roosevelt  voting  in  the 
affirmative).  So  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Several  other  petitions,  of  the  same  series,  were 
laid  on  the  table  without  a division;  when 

Mr.  Arnold  rose  to  make  a motion  which,  he  said, 
might  perhaps  give  offence  to  some  ol  his  friends.  It 
was  a privileged  motion.  He  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  amendment  ol  the  gen- 
tleman from  New'  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton ),  pro- 
posing to  refer  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as 
related  to  the  tariff  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

As  he  did  not  wish  to  detain  gentlemen,  and  as  this 
was  a little  matter  between  himself  and  two  of  the 
representatives  from  N.  Hampshire,  (Messrs.  Burke 
and  Eastman),  and  as  the  usual  dinner  hour  had  near- 
ly arrived,  and  gentlemen  might  wish  their  dinners, 
he  would  merely  tax  the  gentlemen  referred  to  and 
the  speaker  to  stay  and  hear  what  he  had  to  say.  it 
was  due  to  himself  that  he  should  make  this  motion. 

Mr.  Giddings  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  this  motion 
was  now  in  order? 

The  speaker.  It  is  a privileged  question,  ar.d  rides 
over  all  others  except  the  question  of  adjournment. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Wise, 
Arnold  and  the  speaker,  on  a point  of  order. 

Mr.  Arnold  said,  as  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
house  he  would  go  on  now;  and  he  should  not  feel 
slighted  if  gentlemen  did  not.  remain  to  hear  him.- — 
He  had  been  assailed;  he  did  not  regard  that,  but  his 
state  had  been  assailed,  and  his  constituents;  and, 
which  was  the  worst  of  all,  his  democratic  constitu- 
ents were  assailed  by  a democratic  member  on  this 
floor. 

Mr.  Arnold  continued  Lis  address  in  a strain  ol  in- 
vective, until  Mr.  Boivnc  called  the  g«..i  tinman  trum 
Tennessee  to  order. 


The  speaker  said  that,  strictly,  the  debate  was  not 
in  order,  nor  had  been  much  of  that  allowed  on  the 
main  question.  The  debate  had  widened  out  by  de- 
grees, and  the  chair  did  not  consider  himself,  after 
the  debate  had  gone  on  so  far,  at  liberty  to  arrest  it 
now.  The  question  of  order  had  been  raised  some 
days  since  by  the  gentleman  on  his  left,  (Mr.  G.  Da- 
vis), and  the  chair  had  not  at  that  time  felt  himself 
at  liberty  to  arrest  the  debate,  so  wide  a range  had 
been  already  allowed  by  the  house.  As  long  as  the 
remarks  were  not  personal,  the  chair  could  not  ar- 
rest the  debate. 

Mr.  Wm.  O.  Butler  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal. 

Excited  debating  ensued. 

Mr.  Wm.  0.  Butler  said,  as  the  appeal  would  lead 
to  a debate,  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Bowne  renewed  the  appeal. 

The  excitement  and  confusion  continuing,  Mr. 
Burton,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the  floor,  and  remark- 
ing that  he  had  been  forty  years  in  public  life,  and 
had  never  made  the  motion  he  now  intended,  and 
which  he  thought  should  be  carried  out  of  self-re- 
spect, moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Which  motion  prevailing,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  5.  The  journal  of  yesterday 
having  been  read,  Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  it  as 
follows: 

“Strike  out  the  instructions  from  the  journal  of 
yesterday,  on  his  motion  of  December  14,  as  Mr.  A. 
says  he  withdrew  the  instructions  and  only  moved  to 
refer,  the  speaker  having  stated,  on  that  day,  the  in- 
structions were  not  in  order,  except  by  general  con- 
sent, and  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  having  objected  thereto.” 

Mr.  Meriwether  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  99,  nays 
78.  So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Briggs  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  speaker  stated  the  business  before  the  house  to 
to  be  the  question  on  the  appeal  taken  yesterday  by 
the  gentleman  ‘from  New  York  (Mr.  Bowne)  from 
the  decision  of  the  speaker:  [by  which  decision  the 
question  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Bowne  against  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Arnold  was  overruled,  and  Mr.  A.  per- 
mitted to  proceed]. 

The  appeal  was  briefly  debated  by  Mr.  Gentry,  who 
appealed  to  the  justice  of  the  house  to  allow  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Arnold ) an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the 
remarks  that  had  been  made  by  the  gentlemen  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Messrs.  Eastman  and  Burke), 
whose  speeches,  although  out  of  order,  having  been 
allowed  by  the  house,  an  opportunity  of  reply,  which 
would,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  also  be  out  of 
order,  should  be  given  to  his  colleague. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  about  submitting  a remark,  when 
he  yielded  the  floor,  and,  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported'  the  following 
bill: 

A BILL  to  authorise  an  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  treasury  notes, 
in  lieu  of  those  heretofore  or  hereafter  redeemed,  to 
be  issued  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  government  may  require,  but  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  of  this  emission  out- 
standing at  any  one  time,  and  to  be  issued  under  the 
limitations  of  other  provisions  contained  in  the  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes,”  approved  the  twelfth  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  as  modified 
by  an  act  entitled  “an  act  additional  to  the  act  on  the 
subject  of  treasury  notes,”  approved  the  thirty-first 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  ex- 
cept that  the  authority  hereby  given  to  issue  treasury 
notes  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  if  not  sooner  terminated  under 
the  proviso  to  this  section:  provided,  that  the  authori- 
ty hereby  given  to  issue  treasury  notes  shall  cease 
and  determine  as  soon  as  the  loan  authorised  by  the 
act  of  July  twenty-first,  or.e  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  or  which  may  be  authorised  by  any 
other  act,  shall  be  negotiated  and  rendered  available. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  IF.  Cost  Johnson  said  he  would  vote  against 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  although  he  would  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill  itself. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart  was 
taken  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  33,  nays  163. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  re- 
jected. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Me  Keen,  gave  notice  that  when  this  hi!!  cam.: 
up  he  sitoule  vlit.  c...  auie.,uiue»it  to  it,  repealing  the 
distribution  act. 


Mr.  Arnold  said  he  believed  his  case  now  came  up 
before  the  house.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Bowne  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  appeal;  which  were  ordered  by  tiie  house. 

The  speaker  then  stated  the  question.  He  had  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  N.  York  (Mr.  Bowne) 
to  call  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr*  Arnold) 
to  order  for  irrelevant  remarks.  The  speaker  had 
overruled  the  point  of  order,  deciding  that  although 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  were, 
strictly,  out  of  order,  yet  he  could  not  arrest  them, 
after  the  debate  had  been  allowed  such  a latitude  by 
the  house.  From  this  decision  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  taken  an  appeal  to  the  house;  and  the 
question  was  now  on  that  appeal. 

The  clerk  then  commenced  calling  the  roll  on  the 
question,  “shall  the  decision  of  the  speaker  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  house?”  and — 

Mr.  Adams'  name  having  been  called,  Mr.  A.  said 
he  understood  the  question  to  be,  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Arnold ) should  be  per- 
mitted to  make  a speech  here  in  direct  defiance  of 
the  rules  of  the  house;  and  that  the  speaker  had  de- 
cided that  he  should  proceed  in  direct  defiance  of  the 
rules,  because  the  speaker  had  already  permitted 
others  to  speak  in  the  same  manner.  He  could 
not  vote  to  sustain  the  speaker  in  that  position;  be- 
cause in  doing  it  he  must  vote  in  annihilation  of  the 
rules  themselves.  He  held  the  speaker  responsible — 
the  rule  itself  said  he  should  be — for  arresting  any 
member  the  moment  he  gets  out  of  order;  and  the 
speaker  could  not  justify  a subsequent  decision  for 
violating  the  rules  of  this  house,  because  it  had  been 
done  before.  It  was  intimately  connected  with  the 
existence  of  the  rule  itself;  and  therefore  he  could  not 
vote  to  sustain  the  speaker’s  decision. 

The  speaker  remarked  that  he  had  decided  yester- 
day in  the  hurry  of  the  moment  that  this  appeal  was 
debatable;  but  from  further  reference  to  the  rules  he 
was  satisfied  that  it  was  not,  appeals  on  questions  of 
irrelevancy  and  personality  not  being  debatable.  And 
he  would  add  that  as  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams h in- 
sisted on  the  rigid  application  of  the  rules,  he  would 
call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  Adams.  This  is  a new  decision,  is  it!  It  stops 
me.  I say,  “no,”  then,  to  the  support  of  the  speaker’s 
decision. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  as  follows:  yeas  67,  nays  89. 

Thus  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  speaker 
was  sustained. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  supposed  he  might  now  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed  in  order. 

The  sjteaker  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Tenn. 
(Mr.  Arnold),  having  been  called  to  order  only  for 
irrelevant  remarks,  would  now  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed in  order. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  would  endeavor  to  proceed  in 
order. 

The  speaker  said,  to  avoid  further  difficulty,  he 
would  state  to  the  gentleman  that  this  was  a mere 
question  of  reference,  and  now,  after  the  decision  of 
the  house,  the  debate  must  be  confined  strictly  to  the 
limits  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  had  been  afraid  of  that. — 
[Laughter.]  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  motion 
might  be  made  to  the  house  that  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  reply  to  the  gentlemann  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr.  Gilmer  wished  to  make  a suggestion  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  understood  the  proposition  the 
gentleman  wished  to  make,  and  could  not  agree  to 
it.  If  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  exhibit  his  statis- 
tics to  the  house  and  the  country,  and  run  a parallel 
between  the  misery,  poverty  and  wretchedness  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  prosperity,  buoyancy  and 
hope  of  Tennessee,  this  opportunity  of  speaking 
could  avail  him  nothing.  If  he  could  not  do  this,  he 
must  die  as  gracefully  as  he  could.  He  could  not 
expect  to  die  as  gracefully  as  Cmsar  did  at  the  foot 
of  Pompey’s  statue;  but  he  was  situated  a little  like 
Csesar,  in  this  respect,  that  he  might  say  to  the  ve- 
nerable gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams ), 
uEt  tu  Brute!"  [General  laughter.] 

Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  he  should 
unquestionably  be  justified  before  the  world,  and  by 
his  constituents,  in  writing  out  his  speech  and  pub- 
lishing his  statistics;  he  would  be  following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Masssachu- 
setts  in  one  thing,  and  the  bright  and  glorious  exam- 
ple of  the  lion,  gentleman  from  N.  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Burke),  whose  speech  was  a written  one.  There- 
fore, as  they  seemed  to  apply  tire  rules  to  him,  he 
would  withdraw  the  motion  for  reconsideration;  and 
fie  supposed  they  would  adjourn,  go  home,  and  take 
dinner. 

Mr.  Hop'd-, is  then  moved  that  the  house  adjourn, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Centkaj,  America.  Belize,  December  4.  Genera] 
Murphy,  of  [he  United  States  arrived  here  yesterday 
in  t lie  Florida  Blanco.  He  came  on  shore  to  the  go- 
vernment imuse,  under  a salute  of  eleven  guns  from  Fort 
George.  We  understand  the  general  shortly  proceeds 
on  some  diplimatic  mission  to  Guatemala. 

December  11.  General  Murphy  took  his  departure  for 
Guatemala  on  Thursday  last  under  a salute  from  Fort 
George.  . , . , . , 

November  20.  We  have  inserted  in  this  day’s  paper 
two  documents,  taken  from  “El  Redactor  Official  de 
Honduras,’’  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  after  two  years’ 
negotiation  there  is  little  apparent  prospect  of  the  British 
claims  on  Central  America  being  nearer  a settlement 
now  than  there  was  then.  We  apprehend  that  if  the 
Central  American  states  will  not  listen  to  the  represen- 
tations of  the  British  government  conveyed  through 
respectable  and  accredited  agents,  our  ministers  will  re- 
sort to  other  measures  than  those  of  diplomacy  to  make 
themselves  understood  and  atteneded  to. 

The  Papers  of  Aaron  Burr.  Mr.  F.  L.  Claiborne, 
formerly  a member  of  congress  from  Mississippi,  and 
now  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Natchez  Free  Trader,  has_ 
been  publishing  some  reminiscences  of  the  treasons  ut 
Aaron  Burr.  We  find  in  them  the  following  information 
and  promise: 

“When  the  interview  took  place  between  Burr  and  the 
Mississippi  commissioners,  near  die  mouth  of  the  Bayou 
Pierre,  iic  had  those  documents  in  his  possession,  and 
his  remarkable  words,  in  reference  to  General  Wilkin- 
son, have  been  already  cited.  ' If  I am  sacrificed  my 
portfolio  will  prove  him  to  be  a villain.’’  Had  that  port- 
folio embraced  only  the  evidence  of  his  own  design,  it 
would  have  been  then,  or  previously  destroyed;  but  it 
contained  matter  deeply  involving  parties,  who  then,  and 
since  stood  high  in  the  country,  and  he  no  doubt  deter- 
mined to  preserve  it  as  a guarantee  for  their  silence. 
These  papers  we  have  reason  to  believe,  were  deposited 
before  he  went  to  Coles’  Creek,  or  perhaps,  before  he  met 
the  commissioners,  under  seal,  with  the  late  Judge  Burin; 
they  afterwards  passed  into  custody  of  the  late  Benja- 
mins Osmun,  one  of  the  securities  on  his  recognizance, 
who  had  entire  faith  in  his  integrity — -at  whose  house  he 
was  last  seen  in  the  territory,  and  who  supplied  him  with 
the  facilities  of  escape.  Why  these  papers  were  never 
reclaimed,  or  if  they  were  never  delivered,  we  have  no 
means  of  determining.  How  they  came  into  our  posses- 
sion, it  is  very  easy  to  explain.  Colonel  Osmun  was  the 
nearest  neighbor  of  the  late  General  Claiborne,  and  up 
to  the  death  of  the  latter,  they  remained  most  intimate 
friends,  although  differing  widely  in  their  estimate  of 
Burr.  Having  no  family,  Colonel  Osmun  was  long  in 
the  habit  of  keeping  his  most  valuable  papers  at  the  do- 
micile of  his  friend,  and  he  continued  this  practice  up  to 
the  period  of  his  own  demise.  When  this  happened,  his 
executor,  the  late  Judge  Taylor  ('whose  mind,  however, 
was  much  impaired,  before  he  entered  upon  his  trust)  re- 
moved, as  was  supposed,  all  the  papers  of  the  deceased. 
Many  years  afterwards,  however,  we  found  among  q 
voluminous  mass  of  documents  collected  by  various  pub- 
lic men,  and  deposited  at  the  domicile  of  our  late  father, 
several  packages  of  letters  belonging  to  Colonel  Osmuri, 
and  with  them  the  papers  of  Aaron  Burr.  He  had  no 
living  representative:  Colonel  Osmun  had  died  without 
any  known  heirs;  his  executor,  and  two  or  three  execu- 
tors and  administrators  in  succession,  had  all  been  swept 
off  and  we  consider  ourselves  fairly  entitled  to  the  custo- 
dy and  the  use  of  so  rare  and  valuable  a deposit.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say,  they  will  explain  much  that 
has  hitherto  been  conjectural,  and  will  establish  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a doubt  that  if  a former  vice  president  of 
the  United  States  was  engaged  in  an  unlawful  scheme  of 
ambition,  he  had  for  his  coadjutors  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished nieti  of  the  nation.” 

The  mutineers  of  the  Creole.  A letter  from  New 
Orleans  under  date  of  21st  ult.  says: 

“A  passenger  in  the  brig  Susan,  which  arrived  here 
on  the  19;h  inst.  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  (left  on  the 
30th  ultimo)  says  that  three  or  four  days  betore  he  left,  a 
small  schooner  arrived  from  Nassau,  with  about  80  or 
70  negroes,  and  he  understood  that  they  were  a portion 
of  those  taken  into  Nassau  by  the  brig  Creole — the  in- 
habitants or  authorities  would  not  allow  them  to  land  — 
the  schooner  was  anchored  off  the  town — they  were 
looked  upon  as  a gang  of  murderers,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants did  not  appear  disposed  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  them.  The  schooner  was  still  lying  at  anchor 
with  the  negroes  on  board  when  he  left.” 

Commercial  emporium.  On  December  28th,  a large 
meeting  was  held  at  Niblu’s,  New  York,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  effects  apprehended  against  the  pros- 
perity of  the  city  from  the  opening  of  the  rail  road  be- 
tween Albany  and  Boston.  Resolutions  were  adopted 
calling  for  a strenuous  prosecution  of  the  Erie  rail  road. 

Delaware.  The  Delaware  State  Journal  of  the  4th 
instant  says:  “It  is  a source  of  extreme  gratification, 
while  so  many  of  the  states  of  the  union  are  so  deeply  in- 
volved in  debt,  that  our  own  ‘little  Delaware’  is  not  only 
without  debt,  but  has  an  actual  surplus  of  half  a million 
in  the  treasury.  The  auditor’s  account,  presented  to  the 
legislature  last  winter,  shows  the  amount  in  the  state 
treasury  to  he  $518,693  92,  including  the  school  fund, 
which  was  $179,283  91.  The  estimate  of  the  expenses 
for  the  year  1841  was  $10,414,  and  the  state  revenue 


for  the  same  time  823,810:  being  an  income  of  $7,396 
above  the  outlay.” 

Emigrants.  Colonel  Oakley,  of  Tremont,  in  the 
county  of  Tazewell,  after  spending  the  summer  in  Eu- 
rope, reached  St.  Louis  on  his  way  home  last  Week, 
and  is  probably  by  this  time  in  Tremont.  In  St.  Louis 
he  informed  a gentleman,  with  whom  we  conversed, 
that  he  had  received  assurances  of  the  emigration  to  Illi- 
nois, within  the  ensuing  year,  of  about  50,000  souls  from 
England  alone.  Their  removal  is  under  the  direction  of 
an  organized  association,  whose  arrangements  are  near- 
ly all  completed,  so  that  the  main  fact  here  stated  may 
be  relied  on.  We  saw  a paragraph  somewhat  to  this 
effect  in  circulation  during  the  fall,  but  supposed  it  to  be 
exaggerated  by  the  addition  of  one  cipher  at  least,  if  not 
two.  Mr.  Oakley  says  the  disposition  in  Germany  to 
emigrate  to  the  United  States  is  equally  general;  but  Mis- 
souri there  seems  to  be  the  chief  point  of  attraction. 

[Peoria  (III.)  Register. 

Emigration  from  Great  Britain.  A public  meeting 
was  held  in  London  on  the  30th  of  November,  called  by 
the  lord  mayor,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  impor- 
tant subject  of  emigration  as  the  great  means  of  relief 
for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  unemployed  persons  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  at  the  same  time  as  a 
means  of  relief  for  the  distress  existing  in  almost  every 
one  of  the  British  colonies  for  the  want  of  labor.  It  was 
said  by  the  chairman  that  every  year  fifty  thousand  of 
their  fellow  subjects  were  expatriating  themselves  to  the 
United  Slates,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to 
give  a tendency  to  the  tide  of  emigration  to  their  own  co- 
lonies. [Nat.  Intel. 

A Delaware  Farm-  The  Wilmington  Republican 
says:  “The  demand  for  good  farms  in  this  county  re- 
mains unabated.  We  have  just  heard  of  the  sale  of 
Elleslie,the  estate  of  the  late  Archibald  Hamilton,  esq.  to 
a gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  for  $10,500.  This  proper- 
ty is  situated  on  the  river  Delaware,  two  and  a half  miles 
above  the  city,  and  contains  less  than  200  acres.  A good 
sale  of  very  good  property.  The  purchaser  intends  to 
embellish  it  with  handsome  new  buildings  and  many  so- 
lid improvements.” 

Iowa.  The  message  of  governor  Chambers  has  the 
commendable  merit  of  brevity,  if  no  ether.  The  go- 
vernor recommends  to  the  legislature  a respectful  but 
earnest  appeal  to  congress  for  tin  appropriation  to  re- 
move the  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  and  very  justly  insists  that  the  river  naviga- 
tion of  the  west  is  as  much  entitled  to  the  aid  of  the  ge- 
neral government  as  the  improvement  of  eastern  har- 
bors, bays,  and  rivers.  He  says  that  the  loss  of  property 
on  the  Rapids  during  a few  years,  added  to  the  increas- 
ed price  of'  freight,  is  equal  to  the  amount  necessary  to 
cut  a channel  through  their  whole  extent.  Appended 
to  the  message  are  the  letters  of  governor  Reynolds  and 
governor  Chambers  upon  the  question  of  disputed  boun- 
dary. The  latter  declines,  on  the  ground  of  a want  of 
power,  to  agree  upon  a case  to  be  taken  up  to  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  for  its  decision  of  the 
matter  in  controversy.  [Missouri  Repub. 

Hay.  The  Wiscasset  Intelligencer  states  that  five 
ships  have  taken  from  that  port,  the  present  season,  475 
tons  of  hay,  at  $14  per  ton — making  six  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  1729  barrels  of  potatoes, 
probably  worth  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  lead  trade.  One  of  the  most  important  items 
of  western  commerce,  is  the  lead  from  the  Galena  (111.) 
mineral  region.  We  learn  from  the  St.  Lutis  Republi- 
can, that  in  1839  there  were  received  in  that  city  375.000 
pigs,  in  1840,  352,000;  and  in  1841,  thus,  far  395,000. 
Tins  nearly  all  goes  to  New  Orleans.  At  the  latter  city 
there  were  received  in  1839,  300  000  pigs;  in  1340, 

352.000,  and  in  1842,  up  to  the  middle  of  November, 

310.000.  A pig  of  lead  weighs  about  69  ibs.  The 
amount  received  at  St.  Louis,  this  year,  is,  therefore, 
26,395,900  pounds,  which  estimated  at  3.j  cents,  gives 
he  value  of  this  trade  alone  at  $917,325. 

Maryland.  The  house  of  delegates  on  the  31st  ult. 
refused  by  a vote  of  56  to  21,  to  grant  leave  for  ti  e intro- 
duction of  a bill  to  repeal  the  tax  law  passed  at  the 
last  session.  On  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  Francis 
Thomas  was  inaugurated  as  governor. 

A profitable  rail  road.  A memorial  to  the  legislaj 
lure  of  New  York  states  that,  the  nett  profits  of  the  Utica 
and  Schenectady  rail  road  for  the  last  five  years  have 
been  $233,887  per  annum  on  an  average,  or  13|  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  the  capital,  and  prays' the  legisla'ure  to 
restrict  the  rate  of  fare  to  two  cents  per  mile." 

Rail  road.  The  pres  dent,  managers  and  officers  of 
the  Piulndelphia  and  Reading  rail  road  passed  over  the 
line  of  their  road  from  Reading  to  l’ottsville,  on  the  1st 
instant,  returning  at  tea  minutes  past  2 o’clock  P.  M. 
They  started  from  Potlsvillo  for  Philadelphia  and  arrived 
at  Peters’  Island  Bridge  ten  minutes  before  8 P.  M. 
Total  time,  including  stoppages  5 hours  and  40  minutes; 
total  running  time  4 hours  and  48  minutes. 

Santa  Fe  expedition.  The  Missouri,  (St.  Louis)  Re- 
porter has  the  following  account  of  the  capture  of  the 
Texian  Santa  Fe  expedition  and  of  the  subsequent  out- 
rages. This  statement  differs  in  essential  particulais  from 
the  news  before  received. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  news. brought  by 
mad.  We  wait  for  authentic  statements  before  giving 
further  particulars  of  the  affair.  It  appears  that  a party 
of  eight  Americans  arrived  a.  Independence  on  the  13th 


instant,  bringing  information  of  the  capture  of  the  entire 
body  of  troops  sent  to  Santa  Fe  by  the  Texian  govern- 
ment. For  seve:  al  days  previously  to  the  arrival  of  the 
Texian  troops,  the  Mexican  population  had  been  much 
alarmed,  and  doubted  not  that  the  Texians  would  con- 
quer the  province.  On  the  8th  of  September  last,  Mr. 
Howland,  of  the  Texian  arm  v,  with  Rose  bury  and  Ba- 
ker, arrived  at  Santa  Fe.  and  on  tlie  11th  a Camanche 
brought  news  of  the  approach  of  the  hostile  force. — 
Howard  was  ordered  not  to  leave  for  eight  days,  but  he 
and  his  companions  escaped  on  the  12th — Three  davs 
after  an  Indian  and  a Mexican,  residents  of  Texas,  ap- 
peared and  gave  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  insurrec- 
tions and  forces  of  the  Texians.  The  Mexican  militia 
immediately  were  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy,  and 
the  foreigners  ordered  to  con ' tie  themselves  to  Santa  Fe. 
Archulelta  at  the  head  of  the  Mexicans  met  colonel  Cook, 
who  had  under  his  command  90  men  and  officers — and 
after  an  ineffectual  attempt  at  negociation  on  the  part  of 
the  Texians,  who  stated  that  their  object  was  to  invite 
the  New  Mexicans  to  unite  with  Texas,  Archuletta  in- 
sisted upon  a surrender  or  a fight.  In  opposition  to  Col. 
Cook’s  advice,  the  whole  lorce  under  him  immediately 
surrendered  without  firing  a gun,  on  condition  of  per- 
sonal safety. 

On  the  7th  of  October  news  was  brought  to  Santa  Fe 
of  the  surrender  of  Colonel  McCloud  with  his  whole  ar- 
my—200  in  number.  The  Texians  were  stripped  and 
their  properly  distributed.  The  Texian  proclatna'ions 
and  ail  the  papers  found  upon  them  were  thrown  into  a 
pile,  and  burnt  before  the  prisoners  and  foreigners  who 
were  driven  forward  to  witness  the  conflagration.  Ken- 
dall, (the  editor  of  the  N.  Orleans  Picayune),  and  twelve 
traders  were  taken  with  Cook’s  division — and  their  pass- 
ports destroyed  with  the  other  documents.  The  whole 
number  of  prisoners,  barefoot  and  half  naked,  were 
marched  off  to  the  capital,  a distance  of  2, 000  miles — over 
frozen  ground  and  unprotected  against  the  severe  cold. 
Howland  and  Baker  were  taken  and  shot  by  the  orders 
of  the  government — Rosebui'ry  was  killed.  On  the  16:h 
October  the  governor  wrote  to  our  consul,  ordering  all 
foreigners  to  remain  in  the  city  for  twenty  days.  As  soon 
as  the  governor  departed,  his  nephew,  who  is  his  confi- 
dential secretary,  accompanied  by  a mob,  attacked  the 
house  of  the  consul  and  wounded  him  severely.  Many 
Americans  were  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  but 
were  released  on  the  governor’s  return.  The  consul, 
Mr.  Alvarez,  was  refused  a passport,  until  the  lateness 
of  the  season  should  render  his  journey  to  the  Uni'ed 
States  imminently  dangerous.  At  last,  in  company  with 
sixteen  Americans  and  taking  67  horses  and  mules,  he 
set  forward;  but  eight  only  reached  the  United  States. 
Five  parted  from  him  at  the  Arkansas,  to  make  their  way 
to  tort  Gibson  or  Texas. 

The  cause  of  this  disastrous  failure  of  the  Texians  is 
said  be  the  dissensions  which  had  broken  out'nmong  t lie 
troops  on  the  route.  Four  Americans  were  murdered 
and  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime  suffered  to  escape  with 
impunity.  The  Mexican  officers  and  people  were  par- 
ticularly vindictive  towards  the  Americans,  and  seemed 
determined  to  break  up  their  traffic,  to  secure  a monopoly 
for  the  natives. 


Stecie.  The  N.  Y.  Express  gives  the  following  s!  a ?e- 
ment  of  (he  export  of  coin  from  that  port  for  the  last  fif- 
teen months. 


Exports  from 

Silver. 

Gold. 

24th  Sept,  to  31s  Oct. 

1,439  911 

1,593 

1st  Nov.  to  30Ui  Nov. 

1 315.283 

41.992 

1st  Dec.  to  31st  Dec. 

721.871 

38  218 

1st  Jan.  to  3.1st  Jan. 

366,807 

19,964 

1st  Feb.  to  28th  Feb. 

462.G53 

33  299 

1st  March  to  31st  March 

157  103 

7,035 

1st  April  to  30th  April 

88  688 

22,041 

1st  May  to  31st  May 

316,625 

17.600 

1st  June  to  30th  June 

417.912 

66.291 

1st  July  to  31st  July 

248,440 

30  260 

1st  August  lo  31st  August 

6I6,5«5 

12  233 

1st  Sept,  to  30th  Sept. 

2.192  717 

31,465 

4st  Oct.  to  31st  Oct. 

1,135  000 

134  129 

1st  Nov.  to  30th  Nov. 

583,444 

481,045 

1st  Dec.  ta  31st  Dec. 

203,785 

39,245 

10,278,159 

1,022.630 

Schuylkill  navigation.  The  business  on  this  im- 
portant work  is  now  over,  and  the  canal  :s  now  closed 
for  the  season,  We  give  below  the  result  of  the  year’s 
operations  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  that  the  da- 
mage done  to  the  canal  by  the  severe  freshets  in  Janua- 
ry last  prevented  boats  from  running  until  after  the  mid- 
dle of  May,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that,  had  business 
commenced  at  the  usual  period,  the  receipts  would  have 
exceeded  those  ol  any  previous  year. 

The  receipts  for  toll  on  the  Schuylkill  canal  during  the 


1841,  have  been 

$560,0.75 

61 

In  1840 

424  590 

80 

1839 

504,901 

12 

1838 

505.351 

01 

1837 

604,124 

34 

1836 

522,633 

26 

1635 

433.486 

25 

1834 

299,841 

06 

1833 

335.486 

63 

1832 

265,550 

43 

[Phila.  Amer. 

Justice  Wiley.  The  jury  at  New  York  have  found 
Wiley  guilty  of  the  charge  of  receiving  the  money  of  the 
Frederick  County  bank,  knowing  it  to  be  stolen.  He 
was  strongly  recommended  lo  the  mercy  of  the  court. — 
A bill  of  exceptions  was  filed  by  his  counsel- 
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CONGRESS.  On  Thursday  the  question  was  ta- 
ken in  the  senate  on  referring  the  report  on  the  ex- 
chequer scheme  to  a select  committee  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  nem.  con.  after  which  in  conse- 
quence of  the  accumulation  of  business  in  the  com- 
mittees, the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  on  Thursday  the 
treasury  note  bill  after  being  debated  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  was  reported  with  amendments. 

SUPREME  COURT.  On  Monday  last  the  10th, 
the  supreme  court  began  its  annual  session.  The 
chief  and  all  the  associate  justices  are  present.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  Legare  made  his  debut  as  attorney 
general. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

POSTMASTERS. 

James  K.  Gibson,  at  Abington,  Virginia.  Benja- 
mine  W.  Hale,  at  Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  Ja- 
cob Robbins,  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  William  C. 
Beardsley,  at  Auburn,  New  York.  James  Cochran, 
at  Oswego,  New  York.  Andrew  Palmer,  at  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

LAND  OFFICERS. 

Register.  R.  K.  McLaughlin,  reappointed  at  Van- 
dalia,  Illinois. 

Receivers.  Henry  Smith,  reappointed  at  Vandalia, 
111.  Armstead  D.  Cary,  reappointed  at  Sparta,  Ala. 
Samuel  Cruse,  reappointed  at  Huntsville,  Ala.  Ed- 
ward H.  Haddock,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  vice  Eli  S. 
Prescott. 

James  Lawrence  Day  to  be  “agent  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  for  receiving  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or 
persons  of  color,  delivered  from  on  board  vessels 
seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade  by  com- 
manders of  United  States  armed  vessels.” 

THE  TRADE  OF  THE  LAKES. 

General  Tallmadge’s  address.  We  were  much 
surprised  by  some  of  the  statements  in  relation  to  this 
trade  in  the  speech  of  Gen.  James  Tallmadge  before 
the  American  Institute,  New  York,  inserted  in  a re- 
cent number  of  the  Register,  but  without  leisure  at 
the  moment  to  examine  them.  An  article  in  the 
Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  29th  ult.  con- 
tests the  accuracy  of  those  statements.  It  says:  “In 
alluding  to  the  effects  of  the  British  system  of  high 
duties,  upon  American  products  when  carried  in 
American  bottoms,  as  throwing  a large  proportion  of 
that  commerce  into  the  hands  of  British  owners,  to 
be  transported  in  British  bottoms,  Gen.  Tallmadge 
makes  the  following  statement,  professing  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  documents  sent  to  congress  2d  March, 
1841,  showing  the  tonnage  and  vessels  which  entered 
the  United  States  in  1840: 


“The  commerce  and  navigation  on  the  Western 
Lakes,  exhibit  a case  yet  more  extraordinary: 


Lake  Ontario. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

American, 

599 

63,517 

British, 

1,011 

215,080 

Lake  Erie. 

Detroit — American, 

7 

593 

“ British, 

155 

12,000 

Buffalo,  Cleveland  and  other  places,  seem  to  be 
omitted;  and  the  tables  are  too  imperfect  to  state  the 
commerce  of  the  Upper  Lakes.” 

The  figures  here  given  for  number  of  vessels,  must, 
of  course,  be  intended  for  entrances. 

Now  what  does  this  statement  mean?  Is  it  pre- 
tended, in  the  face  and  eyes  of  facts,  that  the  com- 
merce of  Lake  Erie  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
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of  the  British,  and  carried  on  in  British  vessels? 
The  reverse  of  this  is  known  to  be  the  case  by  every 
man  of  common  intelligence,  who  has  ever  heard  of 
the  commercial  transactions  on  our  western  waters! 
To  show  the  glaring  error  of  Gen.  Tallmadge’s 
statement,  with  regard  to  the  business  of  Detroit, 
we  give  the  amount  of  tonnage  registered  at  Detroit 
for  the  year  1339 — all  American  vessels — derived 
from  an  official  source.  There  were  22  steamboats, 
36  schooners,  8 sloops,  1 brig,  and  1 ship,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  7,472  tons.  Multiplying  the 
entrances  of  these  craft  by  their  tonnage,  would 
show  the  actual  American  tonnage  entering  the  port 
of  Detroit  during  1839.  The  returns  of  1840  must 
show  an  increase  over  this  result.  So  much  for  the 
“7”  entrances  of  American  vessels,  with  the  grand 
total  of  “593”  tons  produced  by  their  aggregated  bu- 
siness! The  number  of  British  vessels  on  this  lake, 
besides  their  armed  steamers,  we  have  no  positive 
means  of  knowing — it  cannot.,  however,  much  ex- 
ceed half  a dozen!  On  Lake  Ontario  the  number  is 
— we  incline  to  think — somewhat  larger  than  the 
number  of  American  vessels. 

The  tonnage  registered  at  Buffalo  is  now,  in  round 
numbers,  15,000  tons — at  Cleveland  nearly  10,000 
more — making  some  33,000  tons  of  American  tonnage 
on  this  lake,  registered  at  only  the  three  principal 
ports.  We  shall  ere  long  be  in  possession  of  official 
returns  from  the  different  ports  of  the  lake,  which 
will  furnish  when  published  a full  exhibit  of  the  dif- 
ferent craft  now  employed  upon  its  waters. 

Again  ; Gov.  Tallmadge  says — “The  tolls  on  the 
Welland  Canal  suddenly  rose  from  <£12,000  to 
<£50,000  sterling  [Halifax]  and  the  tolls  and  freight  of 
the  New  York  Canals  fell  a corresponding  amount, 
after  the  treaty  with  England,  which  sacrificed  to  us 
the  West  India  trade.” 

We  should  like  to  know  at  what  time  the  tolls  of 
the  Welland  Canal  were  swelled  to  any  such  amount. 
The  business  done  through  that  channel  has  been  a 
trifle  larger  this  season  than  for  any  previous  season, 
and  the  tolls  received,  up  to  the  31st  October,  was 
but  <£18,583,  Halifax. 

The  great  inaccuracy  of  General  Tallmadge's  sta- 
tistics, show  that  in  his  desire  to  make  out  his  case,  he 
is  not  quite  so  particular  about  his  facts  as  is  desira- 
ble to  a right  understanding  of  the  whole  ground.— 
We  certainly  have  not — and  need  not  have — any 
anxiety  to  bolster  up  the  business  of  our  lake,  and 
magnify  its  importance;  but  we  desire  that  it  be  not 
so  grossly  misrepresented  or  misunderstood  before  so 
eminent  and  influential  a society  as  the  American  In- 
stitute, as  to  be  incorporated  in  its  published  proceed- 
ings, and  circulated  throughout  the  world  as  a true 
record. 


MARYLAND. 


ANNUAL  MESSAGE  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate 

and  of  the  house  of  delegates, 

The  nature  and  extent  of  our  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments are  so  well  understood,  that  it  is  only  necessa- 
ry, at  the  present  time,  to  notice  the  new  aspect 
which  they  have  assumed  since  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature.  The  law,  then  passed,  for  assessing  and 
taxing  the  whole  property  of  the  state,  was  intended 
to  provide  a permanent  revenue,  of  sufficient  amount 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  punctually  as  it 
became  due.  But  as  it  was  known  that  some  time 
must  elapse,  before  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  could  be 
collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  the  commission- 
er of  loans  was  authorised  to  borrow  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  revenue  for  the  present  year.  Loans 
were  obtained,  principally  from  the  banks,  to  the 
amount  of  about  lour  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
enabled  him  to  discharge  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt  on  the  first  of  July  and  the  first  of  October;  but 
it  was  found  impossible  to  borrow  a sufficient  sum 
for  the  next  quarterly  payment,  and  I regret  to  say 
that  the  state  is  without  the  means  of  paying  the  in- 
terest which  will  become  due  on  the  first  of  January. 
It  will  be  understood  however,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  the  legislature  in  laying  a permanent  tax 
for  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  in 
authorising  a loan  for  supplying  the  temporary  defi- 
ciency of  the  revenue,  did  all  that  was  then  in  their 


[power  to  comply  with  the  obligations  of  the  state. 
The  assessment  returns  have  not  been  received  from 
all  the  counties,  and  the  amount  of  taxable  property 
in  the  state  is  not  yet  ascertained.  It  will  probably 
fall  short  of  the  general  estimate,  and  in  that  case  a 
higher  rate  of  taxation,  than  is  provided  for  by  the 
hill  of  last  session,  will  be  required  to  meet  the  in- 
creasing demands  on  the  treasury. 

The  public  debt  is  now  fifteen  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  about 
ten  millions  may  be  considered  as  bearing  on  the 
state.  The  subscription  of  three  millions  to  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  was  paid  in  state 
bonds,  which  have  not  yet  been'sold,  and  are  not  yet 
chargeable  with  interest.  The  previous  subscriptions 
to  that  work,  amounting  to  one  million  of  dollars, 
have  yielded  a revenue  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  on  that  portion  of  the  public  debt,  The  Bal- 
timore and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  having 
been  compelled  to  apply  its  nett  revenue  to  the  pay- 
ment of  old  debts,  has  been  unable,  till  recently,  to 
contribute  any  thing  towards  the  relief  of  the  trea- 
sury. But  its  profits  are  gradually  increasing,  and 
its  debts  are  nearly  extinguished.  In  September  last, 
it  paid  seven  thousand  dollars  to  the  treasurer,  and 
there  is  very  little  doubt  that  the  future  profits  of 
the  work  will  supply  the  means  of  paying  a consi- 
derable portion  of  interest  on  that  part  of  the  debt 
which  was  contracted  for  its  use.  On  the  loan  of  one 
million  of  dollars  to  the  Tide  Water  canal  company, 
no  part  of  the  interest  has  been  received  since  the 
first  of  last  January.  The  loans  and  subscriptions 
to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars,  have 
been  the  pricipal  cause  of  the  heavy  embarrass- 
ments in  which  the  state  is  now  involved;  and  until 
that  work  is  completed  to  Cumberland,  the  interest 
on  the  whole  investment  will  continue  to  be  a charge 
on  the  treasury.  While  it  is  therefore  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  finish  the  canal,  it  is  evident  that  we 
have  not  the  means  of  providing  funds  for  that  purpose. 
It  would  be  unavailing  to  attempt  to  borrow  money, 
at  present,  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  or  to  force 
out  a new  issue  of  bonds,  when  those  which  have 
already  been  offered  for  sale  are  rejected  in  every 
market. 

[banks.] 

The  banks  of  this  state  have  persisted  so  Ion'”'  in 
refusing  to  redeem  their  notes,  that  there  is  no  rea- 
son to  expect  that  they  will  return  of  their  own  ac- 
cord to  the  path  marked  out  to  them  by  their  char- 
ters. It  is  now  a question  for  the  legislature  to  de- 
termine, how  much  longer  they  are  to  be  permitted 
to  disregard  the  laws  of  the  state  and  the  rights  of  the 
community. 

The  opinion  may  still  be  entertained,  that  the  state 
banks  can  never  be  properly  regulated  without  the  aid 
of  a national  bank;  and  that  as  their  present  condi- 
tion is  attributable  to  the  want  of  such  an  institution 
no  remedy  can  be  provided  by  state  legislation.  A 
reference  to  the  banking  system  of  England  will  show 
how  far  a great  monied  institution,  connected  with 
the  government,  has  had  the  effect  of  limiting  the 
number,  or  regulating  the  issues  of  local  or  private 
banks.  r 

Country  banks  began  to  spring  up  every  part  of 
England  immediately  after  the  war  of  the  revolution 
and  continued  to  increase  till  the  year  1792,  when  a 
redundant  currency  and  a general  spirit  of ’specula- 
tion and  overtrading  produced  a violent  reaction  and 
consequently  “an  extent  of  misery  and  bankru’ptcv 
which  until  then  had  never  been  known  in  that  coun- 
try.” Three  hundred  and  fifty  banks  had  been  in 
full  operation;  and  of  this  number,  one  hundred  stoo- 
ped payment,  and  upwards  of  fifty  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed. J 

In  1797,  another  crisis  occurred.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  previous  year,  heavy  demands  were  made  on 
the  country  banks;  and  some  of  these  failing  all  con- 
fidence was  at  an  end,  and  the  Bank  of  England  was 
reduced  to  so  great  an  extremity  as  to  be  compelled 
to  suspend  specie  payments;  which  were  not  resumed 
till  the  year  1819. 

In  1816  and  the  two  previous  years,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  country  banks  stopped  payment  of 
which  number,  eighty-nine  entirely  failed.  One 
pound  notes  were  then  in  circulation,  and  to  use 
the  words  of  the  writer,  from  whom  these  state- 
ments are  taken,  “the  failures  that  then  occurred 
I affected  the  industrious  classes,  swallowing  up  in 
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an  instant  the  fruits  of  a long  life  of  laborious  exer- 
tion.” 

In  1823  confidence  had  revived;  and  the  banks  be- 
gan, as  usual,  to  enlarge  their  issues;  and  in  the  two 
following  years,  the  amount  of  their  paper  in  circu- 
lation was  increased  nearly  fifty  per  cent.  Specula- 
tion, overtrading  and  extravagance  immediately  en- 
sued; which,  in  the  year  1825, terminated  in  another 
scene  of  distress,  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  ascribe  public 
embarrassments  to  some  other  cause  than  the  real 
one,  and  consequently  to  provide  remedies  which 
frequently  aggravate  the  evil.  Prior  to  the  explo- 
sion in  1825,  a bank  partnership  could  not  consist  of 
more  than  six  persons;  and  it  was  supposed  that  the 
mischiefs  of  the  banking  system  were  caused  in  a 
great  measure  by  that  regulation.  Accordingly,  joint 
stock  companies  were  established,  without  any  limi- 
tation as  to  the  number  of  partners. 

Three  of  these  companies  commenced  operations 
in  the  year  1826;  in  1835,  the  number  had  increased 
to  fifty-six;  in  1836  forty-five  new  companies  were 
formed;  and  many  of  these  having  numerous  branch- 
es, it  was  computed  that  two  hundred  joint  stock 
banks  were  established  in  that  year.  They  imme- 
diately commenced  the  work  of  adding  to  a paper 
currency,  already  redundant,  and  continued  to  in- 
crease their  issues  till  late  in  December,  1836;  when 
the  credit  system  having  been  strained  to  its  utmost 
limits,  suddenly  gave  way,  and  a change  from  arti- 
ficial prosperity  to  real  distress  such  as  invariably  at- 
tends the  excessive  use  of  paper  money,  immediately 
took  place  in  every  part  of  England. 

This  sketch  of  the  English  banking  system  shows, 
that  the  Bank  of  England,  for  half  a century  past, 
whether  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  or  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  specie  payments  or  a general  suspension, 
has  been  unable  to  control  joint  stock  or  private 
banks,  or  to  regulate  their  issues,  or  even  to  protect 
itself  from  the  effect  of  their  mismanagement.  It  is, 
therefore,  difficult  to  conceive,  how  the  banking  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States,  pushed  as  it  generally  is  to 
the  very  verge  of  bankruptcy,  can  be  regulated  by  a 
national  bank  or  a fiscal  corporation.  There  can  be 
very  little  doubt,  however,  that  the  banks  of  every 
state  may  be  controlled  by  the  authority  from  which 
they  derive  their  charters. 

Whether  the  banks  of  this  state  ever  intend  to  re- 
deem their  notes  is  altogether  uncertain;  though  there 
has  been  occasionally  a rumor  that  they  were  ready 
to  resume,  whenever  a similar  movement  was  made 
by  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  the  west. 
But  to  make  resumption  in  Maryland  dependent  on 
the  course  pursued  elsewhere,  is  to  postpone  it  to  an 
indefinite  period.  If  the  banks  of  each  state  were 
permitted  to  act  as  they  pleased,  till  those  of  other 
states  chose  to  comply  with  their  obligations,  the  con- 
sequence might  be,  that  instead  of  encouraging  each 
other  to  resume  they  would  enter  into  a general  com- 
bination to  prevent  it. 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that  the  poople 
owe  the  banks,  and  the  banks  owe  the  people;  and 
that  if  the  first  will  pay  the  latter  will  do  the  same. 
Individuals,  and  not  the  people  are  indebted  to  the 
banks,  and  are  often  accommodated  and  indulged  at 
the  expense  of  the  whole  community.  The  great 
mass  of  the  people,  especially  in  the  country,  do  not 
apply  for  bank  loans,  and  could  not  obtain  them  if 
they  did;  but  they  all  have  an  interest  in  the  value  of 
the  paper  which  is  daily  passing  through  their  hands. 

The  reason,  generally  assigned  by  the  banks  for  not 
resuming  is,  that  it  cannot  be  done  without  serious 
injury  to  the  community.  Individuals  might  give  the 
same  reason  for  not  paying  their  debts,  that  is,  that 
they  could  not  collect  the  money  which  they  had 
loaned  out,  without  putting  their  debtors  to  inconve- 
nience. This  excuse  might  be  urged  at  all  times, 
and  if  sufficient,  would  justify  a perpetual  suspension. 
It  has  also  been  urged,  as  a reason  for  not  resuming, 
that  the  exchanges  are  too  much  in  favor  of  the 
eastern  cities.  Baltimore  notes  are  at  a discount  of 
three  or  four  per  cent,  in  New  York,  because  they 
are  not  paid  in  specie.  This  is  not  the  rate  of  ex- 
change between  the  two  cities,  but  a difference  of 
value  between  the  paper  of  their  respective  banks. 
And  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  the  deprecia- 
tion in  the  paper  of  our  banks,  having  been  caused 
by  their  refusal  to  redeem  it,  ought  not  to  be  urged 
as  a reason  for  their  continued  suspension. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  banks  of  this  state  find  it 
more  difficult  to  redeem  their  paper,  because  they 
are  not  permitted,  like  those  of  New  York,  to  issue 
notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars;  and 
thus  the  failure  to  comply  with  their  promises  is  sug- 
gested as  a reason  for  extending  their  privileges. — 
They  would  gain  by  the  destruction  of  the  small  notes, 
in  proportion  to  the  loss  of  the  public;  and  this  is  the 
only  advantage  they  could  derive  from  their  issue.  If 
an  inferior  currency  had  not  already  banished  specie 
from  circulation,  the  banks  might  succeed  in  drawing 


it  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  by  means  of  their 
one  dollar  bills.  But  if  they  kept  it  in  their  vaults, 
they  would  gain  nothing  by  the  operation;  and  if  they  j 
parted  with  it,  their  liabilities  would  be  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  new  issues.  The 
risk  of  suspension  would  be  increased  in  a much 
greater  proportion;  because  the  small  notes  would 
pass  into  the  hands  of  a greater  number  of  that  class 
of  persons,  who  suffer  most  from  such  issues,  and 
who,  for  that  reason,  are  more  likely  to  make  a run 
upon  the  hanks. 

Admitting,  however,  that  the  privilege  of  issuing 
small  bills  might  he  convenient  to  the  banks,  the  pro- 
per inquiry  is,  whether  it  would  be  of  any  advantage 
to  the  community.  The  people  are  already  tired  of 
small  notes,  and  that  is  their  principal  reason  for 
wishing  a resumption  of  specie  payments.  They  wish 
to  bring  into  circulation  as  much  silver  coin  as  will 
serve  for  change,  and  for  the  small  purchases  and 
payments  which  cannot  be  conveniently  made  with- 
out it.  But  paper  and  coin  of  the  same  denominations 
can  never  circulate  together;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  ex- 
pect any  material  benefit  from  a resumption  of  specie 
payments,  while  corporations  and  individuals  are 
permitted  to  issue  and  circulate  every  description  of 
small  notes.  To  restore  the  currency  of  the  state  to 
its  proper  condition  it  is  necessary  to  compel  the 
banks  to  resume,  if  they  will  not  do  it  of  their  own 
accord;  to  prevent,  them  from  issuing,  receiving,  or 
paying  out,  any  notes  of  a less  denomination  than 
five  dollars;  to  prohibit  other  corporations,  as  well  as 
individuals,  from  issuing  paper  of  any  kind  for  circu- 
lation; and  to  get  rid  of  the  rail  road  orders,  which 
the  people  are  daily  receiving  in  exchange  for  their 
property  and  labor. 

These  orders  are  fast  reaching  the  point  of  depres- 
sion, at  which  they  will  cease  to  be  a currency;  and 
it  has  been  proposed  to  raise  their  value,  by  throwing 
upon  the  banks  the  responsibility  of  redeeming  them. 
It  is  well  to  consider,  whether  the  banks  have  a right 
to  adopt  the  issues  of  the  rail  road  company,  and 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  an  arrangement  on 
the  general  currency  of  the  state.  They  were  autho- 
rised, by  an  act  of  last  session,  to  receive  and  pay  out 
these  orders,  which  they  could  not  previously  do 
without  violating  the  laws.  But  they  were  not  au- 
thorised to  adopt  them  as  their  own  currency,  or  to 
become  answerable  for  their  redemption,  or  to  make 
good  the  losses  which  might  be  sustained  by  their  de- 
preciation. If  they  have  a right  to  use  their  funds  in 
this  manner  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  value  of 
the  rail  road  orders,  they  have  equal  authority  to  en- 
ter into  an  arrangement  with  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
for  redeeming  the  notes  of  the  United  States  bank. 

But  the  banks  could  not  assume  the  payment  of  the 
rail  road  orders,  if  they  had  a right  to  do  it,  without 
injuring  their  own  credit,  and  increasingthe  difficulty 
of  resuming  specie  payments.  They  are  now  unable 
or  unwilling  to  redeem  their  own  paper,  reduced  as 
it  is  in  amount:  and  if  they  were  to  assume  the  pay- 
ment of  a million  and  a half  of  dollars,  in  addition  to 
their  present  liabilities,  it  would  be  immediately  sus- 
pected, that  they  were  in  a state  of  insolvency,  and 
their  own  notes,  instead  of  being  at  a discount  of  three 
or  four  per  cent,  would  probably  sink  to  the  level  of 
the  rail  road  currency.  It  is  contended,  that  the 
proposed  arrangement,  if  carried  into  effect,  would 
furnish  the  banks  with  the  means  of  resuming  specie 
payments,  and  give  them  the  benefit  of  circulating 
the  rail  road  certificates.  The  orders,  however,  if 
made  equal  in  value  to  bank  paper,  would  no  longer 
supply  the  place  of  five  and  ten  dollar  bills;  only  a 
small  portion  of  them  would  be  required  for  change, 
and  the  rest  w'ould  be  returned  to  the  banks.  Whe- 
ther they  were  kept  in  circulation  or  not,  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  banks  would  be  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  assumed,  while  their  additional  means  of 
meeting  them  would  consist  of  unavailable  stock.  If 
the  adoption  of  the  rail  road  orders  would  enable  the 
banks  to  resume,  it  would  at  the  same  time  prevent' 
the  people  from  deriving  any  benefit  from  specie 
payments.  They  want  a real  resumption,  that  will 
bring  specie  into  circulation; — not  a nominal  and  de- 
ceptive one,  that  will  enable  the  banks  to  evade  their 
obligations. 

The  rail  road  orders  were  issued  and  received 
without  the  slightest  expectation  that  the  banks  would 
ever  be  required  to  redeem  them.  The  rail  road 
company  entered  into  contracts,  in  July,  1830,  for  the 
extension  of  their  work  from  Harper’s  Ferry  to  Cum- 
berland. They  had  previously  consented  to  receive 
city  stock  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of  dollars, 
which  sum  the  city  of  Baltimore  had  subscribed  for 
the  construction  of  that  part  of  the  road.  But  as  the 
stock  could  not  be  sold  without  considerable  loss,  the 
plan  was  devised  of  making  it  the  basis  of  a paper 
currency;  which,  it  was  said,  would  afford  important 
advantages  to  the  public,  as  well  as  the  most  undoubt- 
ed security  to  the  holders.  This  scheme  has  enabled 
the  rail  road  company  to  dispose  of  city  stock,  to  the  | 


amount  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
at  its  par  value;  and  to  transfer  to  the  holders  of  their 
j certificates  the  risk  and  loss,  which  they  were  not 
willing  to  encounter  themselves  of  selling  it  in  the 
market. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  rail  road  company 
have  had  all  the  benefit  of  the  stock  orders;  the  first, 
in  saving  the  interest  on  an  equal  amount  of  stock; 
and  the  last,  in  obtaining  the  means  of  prosecuting 
their  work.  On  the  other  hand,  the  banks  were  em- 
barrassed by  the  measures  that  relieved  the  rail  road 
company.  In  1839,  they  advanced  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  on  account  of  the  city  subscription,  be- 
cause they  were  informed,  that,  without  a loan  to 
that  amount,  the  commencement  of  the  road,  beyond 
Harper’s  Ferry,  would  be  postponed;  they'have  since 
had  a large  portion  of  their  own  paper  displaced  and 
their  profits  diminished,  by  the  circulation  of  the 
rail  road  orders;  and  now  they  are  expected  to  repair 
the  loss,  which  the  depreciation  of  those  orders  has 
occasioned  to  the  public. 

The  banks  are  not  in  a condition  to  perform  any  act 
of  supererogation.  They  ought  to  be  compelled, 
promptly  and  unconditionally,  to  redeem  their  own 
paper,  meet  their  own  liabilities,  and  comply  with  all 
the  conditions  of  their  charters;  but  it  would  seem  to 
be  unreasonable  and  unjust  to  make  them  answerable 
for  the  acts  of  other  corporations,  or  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  any  other  paper  than  their  own. 

A further  modification  of  the  tariff,  with  a view 
to  the  protection  of  particular  interests,  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  legislative  resolutions  in  several 
of  the  states;  and  has  been  recently  pressed  upon 
public  attention  with  so  much  earnestness,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  submit  a few  observations,  re- 
specting the  probable  effect  of  such  a policy  upon 
the  interests  of  the  agricultural  states. 

The  advocates  of  this  policy  complain  of  the  hea- 
vy burdens,  imposed  by  other  nations  on  our  flour, 
grain  and  tobacco;  and  insist,  as  a proper  measure  of 
retaliation,  that  high  duties  should  be  laid  upon  such 
foreign  articles  as  come  in  competition  with  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  It  is  thus  proposed  to  com- 
pensate the  agricultural  states,  for  the  restrictions 
imposed  on  the  sale  and  consumption  of  their  pro- 
duce, by  subjecting  them  to  new  burdens  at  home  for 
the  benefit  of  other  sections  of  the  union.  It  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  increased  duties  at  home 
will  cause  a reduction  of  duties  in  other  countries, 
and  it  is  well  to  consider  the  value  of  our  present 
markets,  before  we  incur  the  risk  of  making  them 
worse.  Great  Britain,  in  pursuance  of  her  own  po- 
licy, which  has  been  introduced  into  the  country  as 
the  true  American  system,  restricts  the  importation 
of  breadstuff's  with  the  view  of  protecting  her  agri- 
cultural interest.  Her  restrictions  on  our  exports 
are  not  greater  than  ours  have  frequently  been  upon 
her  manufactures;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain, as  long  as  she  admits  our  products  on  the  same 
conditions  that  are  imposed  on  those  of  other  coun- 
tries. In  times  of  scarcity  she  admits  our  flour  and 
grain,  on  the  payment  of  merely  nominal  duties;  and 
it  must  be  recollected  that  her  corn  laws  do  not  ex- 
tend to  her  colonial  possessions;  which  furnish  ex- 
tensive markets,  not  only  for  our  agricultural  pro- 
duce but  also  for  our  manufactures.  In  the  year, 
ending  the  last  of  September,  1840,  the  domestic  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  dominions,  exceeded  sixty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. In  that  amount  the  following  agricultural  pro- 
ductions are  included: 

1,717,019  bushels  of  wheat,  valued  at 

1,817,229  barrels  of  flour 
386,611  bushels  of  corn 
132,099  barrels  of  corn  meal 
49,193  barrels  of  rye  flour 
Rye,  oats,  peas,  and  beans 

74,876  barrels  of  ship  bread  ) 

15,466  kegs  do.  ) 

33,122  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
495,366,332  pounds  of  cotton  $.41,983,922 
24,039  tierces  of  rice  418,577 


$55,937,232 

The  remainder  of  the  sixty-four  millions  is  made 
up  of  the  productions  of  the  forest  and  sea,  and  of 
various  articles  of  domestic  manufactures,  such  as 
hats,  saddlery,  coaches  and  other  carriages,  boots  and 
shoes  and  household  furniture.  The  manufactures 
of  iron,  and  of  iron  and  steel,  amounted  to  nearly 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  hence  it  may  be 
seen  how  materially  this  branch  of  domestic  indus- 
try depends  on  the  admission  of  foreign  iron  at  a 
low  rate  of  duty. 

While  our  domestic  exports  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  dominions  exceeded  sixty-four  millions,  our  im- 
ports fell  short  of  forty  millions.  The  domestic  ex- 
ports to  the  rest  of  the  world  amounted  to  less  than 
j fifty  millions,  and  our  imports  to  sixty-eight  millions; 


$1,630,371 

'6,925,637 

229,807 

446,464 

156,913 

76,604 

292,167 

3,776,770 


42,402,499 
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and  of  the  amount  imported,  six  millions  were  ex- 
ported to  the  British  dominions.  Our  exports  and 
imports,  of  course,  vary  from  year  to  year,  but  the 
statement  now  given  will  show,  that  our  trade  with 
England  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  whole 
union,  and  especially  to  the  agricultural  states.  It 
will  show  too,  that  if  we  give  encouragement  to  fo- 
reign industry,  by  purchasing  British  manufactures, 
Great  Britain  gives  encouragement  to  that  immense 
amount  of  American  industry,  which  is  employed  in 
the  production  and  transportation  of  the  cotton,  to- 
bacco, flour,  grain,  and  other  articles  which  she  re- 
ceives in  return. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  Great  Britain  will  receive 
an  equal  amount  of  American  produce,  whether  we 
increase  the  duties  on  her  manufactures,  or  leave 
them  at  the  present  rate.  To  accomplish  the  pur- 
poses of  the  American  system,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  regulate  the  tariff  in  such  a manner  as  to  exclude,  or 
materially  diminish,  the  importation  of  foreign  ma- 
nufactures, and  give  our  own  the  benefit  of  the  home 
market.  Great  Britain  would  then  perceive  that  her 
export  trade  to  this  country  was  of  very  little  value; 
and  might  be  induced  to  give  a preference  to  other 
nations,  and  exclude  our  bread-stuffs  from  her  mar- 
kets. She  could  not  procure  an  immediate  supply  of 
tobacco  from  other  countries;  but,  by  means  of  dis- 
criminating duties,  she  might  encourage  the  cultiva- 
tion of  it  in  every  climate  adapted  to  its  growth. 
Admitting,  however,  that  a protective  tariff  would 
not  diminish  our  exports,  or  deprive  us  of  our  pre- 
sent markets,  the  question  arises  whether  it  would 
not  operate  as  a tax  upon  American  industry,  and  as 
a discouragement  to  the  various  pursuits  in  which 
the  nine-tenths  of  the  people  are  now  engaged,  and 
which  they  think  they  have  a right  to  follow  without 
interruption  from  the  government.  It  is  impossible 
to  state,  in  a message,  all  the  objections  that  might 
be  fairly  urged  against  the  protective  system;  and  my 
object  is  merely  to  point  out  some  of  its  principal 
evils. 

High  duties  protect  only  such  articles  as  are  not 
produced  in  sufficient  abundance  to  supply  the  home 
demand,  and  which,  of  course,  are  not  sent  to  foreign 
markets.  Such  articles,  as  not  only  supply  the  home 
market,  but  are  sent  to  other  countries  for  sale,  can 
receive  no  protection  from  duties  and  restrictions. 
In  England  the  landed  interest  is  protected  by  this 
system,  because  the  quantity  of  grain  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  wants  of  the  English  people.  The  British 
manufactures  receive  no  encouragement  from  it,  be- 
cause they  more  than  supply  the  home  market,  and 
are  exported  to  other  countries.  The  only  protection 
they  can  receive  is  from  bounties,  and  from  free  ad- 
mission of  the  foreign  materials  of  which  they  are 
made. 

But  those  who  are  engaged  in  manufactures,  com- 
merce and  trade,  and  all  who  are  consumers  and  not 
producers  of  bread-stuffs  in  that  country,  are  subject 
to  a heavy  expense  and  consequent  diminution  of 
their  profits,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  landed 
interest;  and  they  are  compelled  to  pay  an  advanced 
price,  not  only  on  the  grain  produced  in  England, 
but  on  that  which  is  received  from  other  countries. 

In  this  country,  the  amount  of  agricultural  produce 
is  much  greater  than  will  supply  the  home  demand, 
and  the  surplus  is  sent  abroad  to  contend  for  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world.  The  productions,  whether  of  the 
land  or  sea,  or  of  domestic  manufactures,  or  mechani- 
cal labor,  which  are  exported  to  foreign  markets,  re- 
quire no  protection,  and  can  receive  none,  from  a 
system  of  duties  and  restrictions.  But  all  who  are 
employed  in  producing  the  various  articles,  which 
now  supply  the  export  demand,  would  lose  a part  of 
their  profits  by  being  compelled  to  pay  higher  prices 
for  whatever  they  arc  obliged  to  use  or  consume; 
and  their  capital  and  industry  would  be  taxed  and 
discouraged  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  greater  pro- 
fits to  those  who  have  thought  proper  to  engage  in 
other  pursuits. 

The  protective  policy  diminishes  the  value  of  land 
in  two  ways,  first  by  lessening  the  profits  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  secondly  by  diverting  capital  from  agricul- 
tural investments. 

It  reduces  the  value  of  labor,  by  taxing  the  means  of 
subsistence;  and  diminishes  the  amount  of  goods  con- 
sumed, without  lessening  the  amount  of  money  paid 
for  them  by  the  consumers. 

It  encourages  smuggling,  increases  the  number  of 
revenue  officers,  and  multiplies  crimes  and  punish- 
ments. 

The  protective  policy  in  this  country,  operates  un- 
equally on  different  interests  and  on  different  sections 
of  the  country;  and  falls  more  heavily  on  the  business 
of  the  country  than  of  the  towns. 

It  shackles  the  commerce  of  theU.  States,  and  ope- 
rates as  a bounty  on  the  trade  of  the  neighboring  Bri- 
tish provinces. 

It  causes  a sudden  extension  of  the  manufacturing 
business  beyond  the  existing  capital  of  the  country, 


which  cannot  be  immediately  withdrawn  from  other 
pursuits;  and  fictitious  capital  must  therefore  be  sup- 
plied by  new  banks  created  for  that  purpose.  New 
companies,  without  skill  or  experience,  and  trading 
on  borrowed  capital,  soon  begin  to  be  embarrassed; 
and  then  it  is  found  that  a new  tariff  is  required  to 
remedy  the  defects  of  the  old.  The  tariff  of  1824 
was  thus  followed  by  the  tariff  of  1828;  and  the  ef- 
fect of  these  measures,  upon  various  interests  of  the 
country,  may  be  inferred  from  the  encouragement 
then  given  to  ship  building;  a branch  of  business 
which  gives  employment  and  support  to  a greater 
number  of  mechanics,  tradesmen  and  laborers,  than 
all  the  manufacturing  companies  ofthe  United  States. 
Previous  to  1824,  copper,  iron,  hemp,  sail  duck,  and 
other  materials  for  ship  building,  were  charged  with 
oppressive  duties;  which  were  raised  by  the  tariff  of 
that  year  to  so  enormous  a rate,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
the  determination  of  the  government  to  drive  our 
ships  from  the  ocean.  According  to  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Webster  in  his  speech  on  the  tariff  bill, 
the  duties  on  the  materials  used  in  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  a ship  of  359  tons,  with  copper 
fastening  but  not  with  a coppered  bottom,  amounted 
to  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  This  tax  of  nearly  four 
dollars  a ton  did  not  afford  sufficient  encouragement 
to  other  branches  of  American  industry;  and  it  was 
raised  to  the  proper  scale  of  protection  bv  the  tariff 
of  1828. 

It  has  been  seriously  contended,  that  the  extensive 
cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  southern  states  is  the  ef- 
fect of  the  American  system;  though  no  explanation 
is  given,  why  a duty  at  home  should  create  a foreign 
demand  for  it.  The  sugar  of  Louisiana  has  certainly 
been  protected  by  the  tariff,  because  the  quantity 
produced  was  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  home  de- 
mand. It  is  doubtful  however,  whether  the  sugar 
planters  have  gained  as  much  by  the  enhanced 
value  of  their  crops,  as  they  have  lost  by  the  higher 
prices  which  they  have  been  compelled  to  pay  for 
other  protected  articles.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
show  that  the  duty  on  cotton  is  entirely  inoperative; 
and  that  no  article,  which  is  cheaper  at  home  than 
elsewhere,  and  is  sent  abroad  to  find  better  markets, 
can  receive  the  least  protection  from  duties,  and  re- 
strictions. Cotton  might  be  brought  into  the  United 
States  from  Texas  or  Egypt,  without  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  southern  states;  because  it  would  only 
be  making  a circuitous  voyage  to  France  or  England, 
instead  of  being  exported  directly  to  those  countries 
from  the  place  of  its  growth. 

The  main  principle  of  the  protective  policy  is,  that 
every  country  ought  to  produce  at  home,  whatever  is 
required  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants;  and  to  pro- 
vide a home  market  for  the  produce  of  its  own  in- 
dustry. If  this  principle  were  carried  into  practice, 
all  commercial  intercourse  between  nations  would 
cease,  the  great  cities  ofthe  world  would  be  convert- 
ed into  ruins:  ships  would  no  longer  be  seen  travers- 
ing the  ocean;  and  ignorance  and  barbarism  would 
cover  the  face  of  the  globe.  It  may  be  supposed, 
however,  that  a policy,  which  would  not  admit  of 
universal  application,  might  be  beneficial  to  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  country,  whose  diversity 
of  climate  and  resources  enabled  it,  with  proper  en- 
couragement, to  furnish  all  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life.  This  is  the  policy  which  the  friends  of  1 
domestic  industry  so  earnestly  recommend.  If  it 
were  adopted,  and  could  possibly  be  carried  into 
effect,  our  exports  and  imports  would  cease,  our  navy  i 
and  shipping  would  be  destroyed;  the  principal  source  ; 
of  federal  revenue  would  be  cut  off;  the  canals  and 
rail  roads  leading  to  the  Atlantic  cities  would  be 
rendered  unprofitable  and  useless:  agriculture,  com-; 
merce,and  manufactures  would  perish  from  want  of 
support;  the  southern  states  would  become  a desert, 
and  our  eastern  brethren  might  set  out  on  a new  pil- 
grimage, and  retire  into  some  wilderness  where  the 
littleness  of  man  had  not  been  striving  against  the 
providence  of  God. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  advocates  of  a home- 
market  and  domestic  supplies,  only  wish  to  apply 
their  doctrines  to  particular  branches  of  our  foreign 
trade;  and  do  not  intend  to  destroy  it  altogether.  They 
consider  it  specially  desirable  1o  provide  a home  mar- 
ket for  the  immense  amount  of  cotton  which  is  ex- 
ported to  other  countries;  and  to  employ  our  own 
citizens  in  manufacturing  such  articles  as  are  now 
received  in  return  for  it.  It  would  then  be  found, 
that  in  getting  rid  of  one  difficulty,  we  would  encoun- 
ter another,  for  instead  of  exporting  the  raw  material, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  depend  on  foreign  markets 
for  the  sale  of  it  in  a new  form;  and  whether  our  ex- 
ports consisted  of  manufactures  or  agricultural  pro- 
duce, we  should  be  compelled  to  receive  foreign  pro- 
ductions in  return;  and  it  might  still  be  said,  that  we  I 
were  encourageing  the  industry  of  other  nations,  and 
neglecting  the  interests  bf  our  own  citizens. 

The  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations  point*  J 
out  the  only  object  which  ought  to  be  kept  in  view’ 


in  laying  duties  and  imposts;  and  that  is,  to  provide 
a revenue  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  The 
greatest  amount  of  revenue  is  derived  from  moderate 
duties,  which  neither  give  encouragement  to  smug- 
gling, nor  materially  diminish  the  consumption  of 
i the  articles  on  which  they  are  laid.  The  hope  is 
still  entertained  that  the  questions  in  dispute  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  may  be  amica- 
bly adjusted;  and  that  there  will  be  no  serious  inter- 
ruption of  the  commercial  intercourse  and  friendly 
relations  which  are  of  so  much  importance  to  both 
nations.  But  the  grounds  of  controversy  are  be- 
coming so  numerous  and  complicated,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  tell  how  soon  a different  state  of  things 
may  arise;  and  it  is  therefore  the  wisest  course  to 
make  preparations  for  defence,  not  with  the  view  of 
bringing  on  hostilities  with  any  power,  but  to  meet 
aggression  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come. 

Hitherto,  we  have  trusted  too  much  to  the  justice 
and  moderation  of  other  governments;  and  even  now, 
while  dangers  appear  to  be  thickening  around  us.  we 
are  forming  home  leagues,  not  to  repel  foreign  inva- 
sion, but  to  raise  the  price  of  domestic  goods:  and 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  having  already  re- 
linquished the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  which 
might  have  been  applied  to  purposes  of  defence,  are 
debating  whether  a bill  shall  be  brought  in  for  im- 
pairing the  revenue  from  imposts,  to  enable  the  pro- 
prietors of  iron  foundries,  salt  works,  and  manufac- 
turing establishments  to  make  a larger  profit  on  their 
investments. 

Measures  of  defence  against  a naval  power  are 
perhaps  of  more  importance  to  Maryland  than  to  any 
other  state  in  the  union.  A hostile  fleet  having  pos- 
session of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  might  cut  off  the 
whole  of  our  trade,  destroy  our  villages,  and  lay 
waste  a large  portion  of  the  state.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  guard  every  part  of  our  shores,  and  while 
our  forces  were  preparing  to  defend  some  particular 
spot,  the  enemy  might  land  in  a different  direction, 
plunder  a whole  neighborhood,  and  return  in  safety 
to  their  ships.  The  injury  would  not  be  confined  to 
Maryland,  or  to  the  states  bordering  on  the  Chesa- 
peake. The  inland  trade  between  the  northern  and 
southern  states  would  be  interrupted,  the  produce  of 
a large  portion  of  the  country  would  be  deprived  of 
its  most  convenient  outlet,  the  militia  of  the  neigh- 
boring states  would  be  continually  called  from  their 
homes,  and  the  enemy,  after  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  government  from  other  points,  might  make 
an  unexpected  attack  in  some  distant  quarter  of  the 
union.  This  is  not  merely  a supposition  of  what  may 
possibly  happen,  but  a description  of  what  actually 
occurred  during  the  last  war. 

These  evils,  and  the  disgrace  attending  them,  may 
be  avoided  by  having,  in  addition  to  our  regular  na- 
val force,  a sufficient  number  of  steam  frigates  to 
guard  the  Chesapeake  bay.  In  case  of  war,  they 
might  be  stationed  in  Hampton  Roads,  where  they 
would  be  ready  to  meet  an  enemy  at  the  capes,  or 
assist  in  defending  the  fortifications  at  Old  Point. 
They  might  follow  a superior  fleet,  if  their  own 
force  was  greater  than  that  of  the  steam  vessels 
which  accompanied  it,  prevent  it  from  landing  troops 
or  ascending  our  rivers,  and  cut  off  its  communica- 
tion with  the  sea.  But  the  probability  is,  that  a 
fleet  would  not  advance  far  into  the  bay,  or  attempt 
to  occupy  a permanent  position  in  our  waters,  while 
we  had  a strong  disposable  force  to  check  its  opera- 
tions and  take  advantage  of  any  accident  or  disaster 
that  might  befall  it.  In  calling  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  to  this  subject,  I wish  to  be  understood  as 
only  claiming  for  Maryland,  that  protection  and  de- 
fence which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  general  government 
to  extend  to  every  state  in  the  union. 

WM.  GRASOxN. 


LOUISIANA  AND  THE  TARIFF. 


BY  A NATIVE  OF  LOUISIANA. 

THE  TARIFF. 

This  subject  has  ever  been,  and  must  continue  to 
be,  one  of  extreme  difficulty.  Through  the  duties 
on  imports  the  national  government  has  chiefly  de- 
pended since  its  creation  for  the  means  to  carry  into 
effect  its  constitutional  powers.  The  country  now 
finds  itself  unfortunately  divided  upon  this  mode  of 
raising  a revenue,  considered,  until  lately,  as  almost 
inherent  to  our  form  of  government.  The  question 
with  our  legislators  should  be — are  the  people  of 
these  United  States  ready  for  a direct  tax,  with  all 
its  expensive  and  vexatious  accompaniments,  or  not? 
If  not,  indirect  taxes,  or  in  other  words,  duties  on 
foreign  merchandise,  must  be  continued  to  an  amount 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  federal  government.  If 
so,  where  is  the  justice,  in  re-modelling  the  tariff, 
not  to  protect  the  labor  of  our  own  people  against 
debasement  by  foreign  labor?  Has  not  Benjamin 
Franklin  said  “that  it  was  the  duty  of  government  to 
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encourage  and  protect  industry  in  all  shapes,  in  all 
instances,  and  by  all  means,  and  to  root  out  indo- 
lence by  every  possible  method.”  Yet  Franklin,  if 
I am  not  mistaken,  was  a disciple  of  the  free  trade 
school — so  was  Adam  Smith,  if  not  its  very  father. 
Let  us  hear  him,  page  8. 

“Whatever  tends  to  lessen  the  number  of  artifi- 
cers and  manufacturers,  tends  to  diminish  the  home 
market,  the  best  of  all  markets  for  the  rude  produce 
of  the  land,  and  still  further  to  discourage  agricul- 
ture.” 

This  is  sound  doctrine,  and  in  effect,  what  would 
become  of  England,  if  now,  that  by  the  loss  of  ten 
days’  food,  perturbation  is  seen  throughout  her  social 
order,  she  were  by  a free  importation  of  grain,  to 
debase  her  agriculture  50  per  cent?  Why,  she 
would  be  transferring  the  power  of  feeding  her  own 
people  to  the  Crimea,  to  the  United  States,  or  any 
other  large  grain  country. 

The  freedom  of  a people  depends  upon  the  pro- 
portion of  necessaries  of  life  they  possess  within 
themselves — the  larger  the  proportion,  the  greater 
the  freedom.  Complete  freedom  is  where  a people 
can  live  without  their  neighbor,  when  that  neighbor 
shows  himself  unfriendly.  Our  union  is  free  be- 
cause we  possess  within  it  every  necessary  of  life, 
and  that  to  preserve  such  necessaries,  we  have  only 
to  guard  them  against  foreign  labor,  by  sustaining  at 
the  cost  of  production  our  agriculture  and  industry. 

France  is  said  to  have  twelve  millions  of  opera- 
tives and  laborers.  Suppose  that,  allured  by  that 
popular  word,  “free  trade,”  she  were  to  debase  her 
agriculture  and  manufactures  so  as  to  compel  the 
masters  to  reduce  the  wages  of  their  servants  5 cen- 
times; it  would  be  a reduction  of  the  capital  actual- 
ly required  for  subsistence  to  the  extent  of  600,000 
francs  per  day,  which  multiplied  by  three  hundred 
working  days,  would  make  for  the  year  180  millions 
of  francs.  Let  any  one  acquainted  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  working  class  of  that  country  say  how 
long  such  a state  of  things  could  last.  The  same 
rule  applies  to  England  and  to  every  kingdom  in 
Europe.  Can  we  then  expect  from  Europe  free 
trade  in  exchange  for  our  free  trade? 

Indeed,  if  France  were  placed  in  this  condition, 
that  she  had  to  sacrifice  all  her  Parisian  bankers,  or 
debase  her  manual  labor  5 centimes,  I would  say,  | 
without  hesitation,  sacrifice  your  bankers;  because,! 
on  the  part  of  the  bankers,  it  would  only  be  a loss  of 
wealth,  whilst  on  the  part  of  the  operatives,  it  would 
be  a loss  of  subsistence.  Society  can  live  without 
wealth,  whilst  it  cannot  sustain  itself  without  food;  I 
the  one  is  a matter  of  vanity,  the  other  a matter  of ! 
life. 

If  the  United  States  were  to  be  reduced  to  the 
same  alternative  towards  England,  and  she  had  to 
part  with  her  navy,  or  with  her  working  power  by 
the  effect  of  debasement,  a mode  of  destruction  as 
rapid  as  any  other,  if  not  more  so,  I would  say  again; 
give  up  our  navy,  however  proud  wre  may  be  of  it;  be- 
cause, without  our  working  power,  it  would  be  a use- 
less expense,  beyond  our  means  to  bear,  and  because 
we  would  have  nothing  worth  keeping,  our  liberty 
being  gone;  whilst,  by  retaining  our  working  power, 
we  would  soon  be  able  to  build  another  navy. 

The  theory  of  free  trade,  by  Adam  Smith,  is  a 
complete  refutation  of  his  own  doctrine  before  quot- 
ed. In  penning  the  one,  he  was  the  economist  of 
Great  Britain;  in  penning  the  other,  he  was  the 
economist  of  the  world.  Let  usnow  hear  Eugland, 
through  her  McCulloch,  page  419. 

“Our  establishments  for  spinning,  weaving,  print- 
ing, bleaching,  &c.  are  infinitely  more  complete  and 
perfect  than  any  that  exist  elsewhere;  the  division  of 
labor  in  them  is  carried  to  an  incomparably  greater 
extent;  the  workmen  are  trained  from  infancy  to  in- 
dustrious habits,  and  have  attained  that  peculiar 
dexterity  and  slight  of  hand  in  the  performance  of 
their  several  tasks,  that  can  only  be  attained  by  long 
and  unremitted  application  to  the  same  employment. 
Why,  then,  having  all  these  advantages  on  our  side, 
should  we  not  keep  the  start  we  have  gained?  Every 
other  people  that  attempt  to  set  up  manufactures, 
must  obviously  labor  under  the  greatest  difficulties, 
as  compared  with  us.  Their  estalishments  cannot, 
at  first,  be’ sufficiently  large  to  enable  the  division  of 
employments  to  be  carried  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent; at  the  same  time  that  expertness  in  manipula- 
tion, and  in  the  details  of  the  various  processes,  can 
only  be  attained  by  slow  degrees.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, reasonable  to  conclude  that  such  new  begin- 
ners, having  to  withstand  the  competition  of  those 
who  have  already  arrived  at  a very  high  degree  of 
perfection  in  the  art,  must  be  immediately  driven 
out  of  every  market  equally  accessible  to  both  par- 
ties; and  that  nothing  but  the  aid  derived  from  restrictive 
regulations  and  prohibitions,  will  be  effectual  to  prevent 
the  total  destruction  of  their  establishments,  ” <§fc. 

Thus  it  is  self-evident  that  the  free  trade  contem- 
plated by  England  and  her  economists,  was  the  mo- 


nopoly for  her  own  operatives  of  the  working  power 
for  the  clothing  of  the  human  family;  a monopoly  to 
be  achieved  by  the  debasement  of  all  foreign  indus- 
try attempting  competition.  The  plan  was  gigantic, 
and  worthy  of  Great  Britain. 

Russia  was  the  first  to  be  seduced  by  the  popular 
and  misapplied  word  “commercial  freedom,”  and 
she  entered  the  arena  full  of  hopes.  Let  her  own 
minister  of  commerce  explain  the  result,  after  a few 
years’  experiments:  “It  offers  a continual  encour- 
agement to  the  manufactures  of  other  countries, 
and  its  own  manufactories  perish  in  the  struggle, 
which  they  are  as  yet  unable  to  maintain.  It  is  with 
the  most  lively  feelings  of  regret,  we  acknowledge, 
it  is  our  own  proper  experience  which  enables  us  to 
trace  this  picture.  The  evils  of  which  it  details, 
have  been  realised  in  Russia  and  Poland,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  act  of  the  7th  and  19th  December, 
1818.  Agriculture  without  a market,  industry  with- 
out protection,  languish  and  decline.  Specie  is  ex- 
ported, and  the  most  solid  houses  are  shaken.  The 
public  prosperity  would  soon  fee)  the  wound  inflicted 
on  private  fortunes,  if  new  regulations  did  not 
promptly  change  the  actual  state  of  affairs.  The 
emperor,  however,  would  not  yield  to  representa- 
tions; he  desired  to  try  the  new  experiment  during  a 
longer  period;  but  he  was  particularly  and  above  all 
things  desirous  that  the  reproach  of  leaving  his  en- 
gagements unfulfilled,  should  not  attach  to  him; 
moreover,  he  still  flattered  himself  that  less  disas- 
trous years  might  compensate  for  the  looses  our  trade 
had  experienced  at  the  first  moment  of  the  crisis; 
and  it  is  only  after  losses  have  reached  their  height, 
that  even  ts  have  proved  that  our  agriculture  and  our 
commerce,  as  well  as  our  manufacturing  industry, 
are  not  only  paralysed,  but  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin,  that  his  imperial  majesty  formed  the  resolu- 
tion,” &c.  &c. 

The  remedy  applied  by  the  emperor  of  Russia 
was  exactly  that  pointed  out  by  McCulloch,  to  wit: 
restrictive  regulations  and  prohibitions,  with  which  the 
present  Russian  tariff  abounds.  And  indeed  that  is 
the  true  meaning  of  free  trade.  Home  trade,  judi- 
ciously guarded  against  the  debasement  by  foreign  com- 
petition, whereby  the  labor  of  the  operative  is  protected, 
his  ivages  depending  upon  the  value  of  his  labor.  And 
this  is  in  strict  accordance  with  Adam  Smith’s  doc- 
trine, for  he  says  “that  the  home  market  is  the  most 
important  of  all  markets;  and  that  whatever  tends 
to  diminish  the  number  of  artificers  and  manufac- 
turers, tends  to  diminish  the  home  market.” 

McCulloch,  (page  443,)  estimates  the  quantity  of 
cotton  consumed  in  G.  Britain,  at  240,000,000  lbs. 
which,  when  manufactured,  he  values  at  £34,000,009 
sterling. 

This  amount  he  distributes  as  follows: 

Raw  material,  240,000,000 
lbs.  at  7d.  <£7,000,000 

Wages  of  800,000  weavers, 

spinners,  bleachers,  &c.  18,000,000 

Wages  of  100,000  engi- 
neers, machine  makers, 
smiths,  joiners,  &c.  3,000,000 

Frofits  of  the  manufactur- 
ers, wages  of  superinten- 
dence, sums  to  purchase 
coals,  &c.  6,000,000 


■ £34,000,000 
From  which  it  is  seen  that  of  the  above  34,000,000 
pounds  sterling  of  manufactured  cottons,  the  pro- 
ducers of  that  commodity  receive  7.34 

The  operatives  thereupon,  21.34 

Whilst  the  masters  for  the  interest  on  their 
capital,  the  expenses  of  superintendence, 
of  coals,  &c.  only  receive,  6.54 

The  same  proportions  are  applicable  to  the  United 
States,  not  only  for  cotton,  but  also  for  all  other  ma- 


component  of  production,  invariably  moving  with  it 
in  adverse  or  favorable  circumstances,  and  sharing 
all  its  fluctuations  as  an  indivisible  whole.  Thus  it 
is  that  the  British  government,  as  the  natural  guar- 
dian of  the  people: 

1.  Protect  the  wages  of  their  operatives  and  la- 
borers against  debasement  from  foreign  labor,  by  all 
means  in  their  power.  Hence  the  origin  of  their 
corn  laws,  which  may  serve  as  their  definition  of  the 
free  trade  doctrine,  as  applied  to  themselves. 

2.  Use  every  exertion  to  open  new  markets  by  in- 
culcating throughout  the  world  their  principles  of 
free  trade,  as  applied  to  foreign  countries,  that  their 
operatives  by  debasement  of  foreign  labor,  may  mo- 
nopolize such  labor,  in  order  to  secure  their  surplus 
production  against  losses  which  would  otherwise  ren- 
der such  surplus  a dead  weight.  And  so  it  is,  that 
Great  Britain  not  being  able  to  compete  with  foreign 
agriculture  for  corn,  prohibits  foreign  corn,  that  the 
products  of  her  agriculture  may  be  free  from  debase- 
ment by  foreign  labor;  and  that  as  nothing  but  the  aid 
derived  from  restrictive  regulations  and  prohibitions, 
(see  McCulloch),  will  be  effectual  “to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  foreign  manufactures  by  British  ope- 
ratives in  all  markets  equally  accessible  to  both  par- 
ties.” The  free  trade  contemplated  by  her,  as  be- 
fore said,  is  the  free  introduction  in  all  markets  of  her 
manufactures,  ivliereby  her  operatives,  by  their  superiority 
in  the  art,  will  be  able  to  effect  the  total  destruction  of  all 
competition. 

The  British  manufacturer,  feeling  safe  at  home 
against  debasement  by  foreign  labor,  protects  himself 
against'over  production  and  its  sequence,  debasement; 
by  resorting  to  foreign  markets  for  the  disposal  of  his 
surplus,  which  surplus  is  there  sold  without  any  re- 
ference to  its  cost  of  production,  as  evidenced  by  the 
New  York  vendue  sales  throughout  every  year. 

The  operation  of  this  surplus  is  the  same  as  that  of 
gold  used  by  the  besieger  to  debase  the  besieged  into 
a surrender,  not  otherwise  obtainable;  let  the  surren- 
der take  place,  and  then  the  gold  is  made  to  be  re- 
turned with  compound  interest.  Our  manufactures 
have  not  to  compete  with  British  manufactures  at 
cost  of  production,  but  with  the  surplus  of  those  ma- 
nufactures at  debased  prices.  The  free  trade  advocated 
by  Great  Britain,  is  the  gold  of  the  besiegers. 

And  now  for  the  proposition  that  high“prices  are 
not  a forced  consequence  of  a tariff  when  judiciously 
laid,  but  the  reverse. 

Examples:  Niles’  Register,  vol.  44,  U.  S. 

1793— Iron,  duty  or  protection  to 

home  operatives,  $15  00  per  ton. 

1816 — Do.  do.  reduced  to  9 09  “ 

1824 — Do.  do.  increased  to  18  00  “ 

1832 — Do.  do.  do.  to  22  40  “ 

1793 — Current  value  per  ton  in  the 
home  market, 

1816 — Do.  do.  do. 

1824— Do.  do.  do. 

1832 — Do.  do.  do. 

From  which  it  is  seen, 
have  been  protected  against  the  debasement  of  their 
labor,  home  prices  have  ruled  low;  that  as  that  pro- 
tection has  been  decreased,  home  prices  have  ruled 
high.  And  the  reason  of  this  is  obvious. 

Our  great  competitor  is  England.  She  enters  fo- 
reign markets  with  her  surplus  production  or  labor, 
whilst  at  home  we  have  to  meet  her  with  our  full  la- 
bor. She  fights  for  conquest,  we  fight  for  freedom; 
if  she  fail,  she  only  suffers  in  her  surplus,  her  home 
labor  remaining  untouched  by  foreign  labor.  On  the 
contrary,  if  she  succeed,  our  home  labor  is  prostrated 
or  destroyed,  and  her  operatives  take  the  place  of 
our  operatives.  Then  she  dictates  her  terms,  and 
then  the  consumers  are  made  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  war  with  a vengeance,  and  their  folly  for  swal- 
lowing the  bait  presented  by  the  magic  word  “free 
trade.”  The  whole  of  this  working  is  simple:  sup- 


$90  a 95  per  ton. 

110  a 120 
90 
80 

that  as  home  operatives 


nufacturers.  Is  it  not  then  self-evident,  that  by  far 
the  largest  interest  involved  in  the  tariff  question,  is  pose  the  cost  of  production  of  iron  lobe,  both  in  Eng- 
that  of  our  laborers  and  operatives,  who,  for  politi- : land  and  the  United  States,  $75  per  ton,  and  the 
cal  or  other  purposes,  are  used  by  the  designing  to  ! quantity  required  annually,  for  our  home  consump- 
throw  odium  upon  the  masters,  the  ruin  of  whom  tion,  150,000  tons,  all  supplied  by  our  own  mines  and 
would  immediately  carry  ruin  to  these  very  labor- : workshops;  suppose,  also,  the  duty  to  be  taken  off  or 


ers  and  operatives? 


I reduced  to  a trifle,  England,  with  10  to  20,000  tons 


The  protection  of  home  labor  by  a judicious  tariff, ; at  most,  could  debase  prices  $25,  which  would  carry 
does  not  produce  high  prices,  but  the  very  reverse,  as  ruin  to  our  workshops,  and  turn  adrift  our  own  ope- 


is  fully  evidenced  by  our  commercial  history. 

A few  examples  become  here  necessary,  but  first  i 
of  all  it  is  well  that  the  modus  operandi  of  the  British 
manufacturer  should  be  well  understood.  Home 
trade  is  the  best,  so  says  Adam  Smith,  and  so  is  the 


ratives,  whilst  opening  a large  field  for  her  own. 

What  is  true  regarding  iron  is  equally  true  when 
applied  to  any  other  manufactured  article  in  the  U. 
States.  Supply  and  demand  must  ever  be  the  go- 
verning rule  of  prices;  increase  or  diminish  the  sup- 


truth,  equally  applicable  to  the  American  and  British  ply  one  per  cent,  and  prices  may  fall  or  advance  50 
manufacturers.  To  the  home  market,  therefore,  the  per  cent,  below  or  above  the  cost  ol  production; 
manufacturer  looks  for  his  profits,  and  to  foreign  , which,  the  moment  the  equilibrium  is  deranged, 
markets  for  his  surplus  production.  This  surplus,  be  ceases  to  influence  prices,  which  are  then  ruled  by 
the  loss  what  it  may,  must  be  forced  into  consump-  speculation. 

tion,  for  accumulation  is*  death  to  production — to  j Niles’ Register,  page  7,  vol.  42. 
force  consumption  at  home  is  to  debase  production  in  ; 1818 — Plain  cottons,  made  of  yarn  No.  14,  weigh- 

ts best  market — to  debase  production  is  to  debase  ing  1 lb.  per  3 yards,  28  cts.  per  yard;  1841 — do.  do. 
the  labor  of  the  operatives;  labor  being  an  essenl.a!  Jo.  do.  do.  10|  cts.  do. 
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For  the  last  ten  years,  our  southern  planters  have 
not  been  paying,  for  the  very  same  goods,  which  form 
the  great  bulk  of  cotton  manufactures,  required  by 
the  people,  more  than  10|  all  cents;  and  they  can- 
not be  produced  cheaper  and  of  better  quality  in  Eng- 
land, for  she  can  hardly  compete  with  us  in  Mexico 
and  South  America,  whose  markets  we  enter  upon  a 
footing  of  equality. 

So  it  is  with  all  kinds  of  iron  works.  Our  engines 
and  locomotives  not  only  take  the  lead  in  the  West 
Indies,  but  also  find  favorable  markets  in  Russia,  for 
which  we  now  hold  large  orders.  Let  the  enquiry  be 
applied  to  any  other  article  of  American  manufacture 
or  produce,  and  the  same  result  will  be  arrived  at. 

Mr.  McDuffie,  of  South  Carolina,  in  a speech  to 
congress,  in  1830,  has  maintained  “that  a tax  on  im- 
ports eventually  falls  on  the  producer  of  the  exports, 
and  is  consequently  equivalent  to  a taxon  these  ex- 
ports.” 

This  proposition  has  been  adopted  by  a large  por- 
tion of  the  south  as  an  incontrovertible  truth — hence 
the  war  which  has  ever  since  been  waged  against  the 
tariff,  to  which  it  has  become  so  popular  to  attribute 
all  the  distress  of  the  agricultural  interests,  yet,  con- 
stituted as  our  government  is,  a little  reflection  would 
have  shown  how  much  akin  is  that  war  to  that  so 
beautifully  told  of  the  “limbs  against  the  stomach,” 
and  unfortunately  for  us,  we  have  arrived  at  that  pe- 
riod of  our  democracy,  when  we  may  deduce  from 
our  own  history,  the  moral  lesson  contained  in  that 
allegory.  Tacitus  has  said: 

“Pauci  prudenlia  honesta  ab  deterioribus,  utilia  ab  noxiis 
aiscernunt.” 

How  applicable  these  words  of  the  great  Latin  histo- 
rian to  our  present  would  be  statesmen!  The  doc- 
trine of  Mr.  McDuffie  to  be  true  would  have  requir- 
ed a correlative,  to  wit:  That  the  producers  of  cot- 

ton, tobacco,  & c.  &.c.  should  have  been  the  only  con- 
sumers  of  the  merchandise  received  in  exchange 
therefor.  Is  it  so?  Yet  said  the  Southern  Review 
for  November,  1831,  speaking  of  the  position  assum-  j 
ed  by  Mr.  McDuffie:  “We  have  never  seen  even  a 
plausible  attempt  to  answer  it.”  Why  Mr.  Review- 
er? Because  it  required  no  answer — the  proposition 

was  false;  it  carried  with  it  its  own  condemnation. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  cotton  planter 
selling  $30,000  of  cotton  and  consuming  only  $3,000 
of  foreign  commodities,  and  this  is  a very  large  al- 
lowance, pays  only  duties  on  $3,000,  whilst  the  other 
consumers  of  the  union  pay  upon  $27,000.  This  is, 
however,  assuming  that  high  prices  are  a forced  con- 
sequence of  the  tariff',  to  which  I by  no  means  agree. 

Let  us  now  enquire  how  far  duties  on  foreign  im- 
portations influence  prices  at  home.  This  is  the  text 
of  most  of  the  violent  appeals  to  the  passions  of  the 
people,  by  our  stump  orators,  and  by  many  and  many  j 
of  our  great  politicians  in  congress — indeed  we  have  ' 
come  to  that,  that  it  may  be  said,  as  in  the  time  of  j 
Aristophanes,  “do  not  touch  that  stump,  an  orator 
will  jump  out  of  it”  The  people  are  appealed  to,  to 
put  down  the  infamous  duties  upon  those  commodi- 1 
ties  emphatically  called  “necessaries  of  life” — those  , 
taxes  upon  the  labor  of  the  poor — and  the  feelings  of! 
the  ignorant  are  worked  upon,  in  exactly  the  same  ; 
manner  as  are  those  of  the  famished  populace  of  old  ^ 
Europe,  by  designing  politicians.  Have  we  a popu- 
lace? Is  there  not  food  here  in  abundance  for  every  j 
man  that  will  work  for  it?  Are  we  not  a people  pos- ! 
sessing  equal  rights — equal  privileges?  Is  there  one 
profession — one  public  office  closed  against  the  son 
of  the  humblest  citizen?  Are  we  not  free?  How  is 
it  then  that  the  good  people  of  these  United  States 
suffer  themselves  to  be  lowered  down  and  assimilated 
to  the  starving  populace  of  Europe,  by  their  stump 
demagogues  and  congress  speech  spinners? 

Unfortunately,  when  party  feelings  predominate  in 
a country,  principles  are  soon  made  to  make  room 
for  men — real  patriots  are  discarded,  and  the  ignor- 
ant becomes  the  tool  of  the  designing — action, 
through  rules  deduced  from  experience,  is  replaced 
by  agitation  and  idle  theories— the  most  palpable 
truths  are  denied,  and  honesty,  talent  and  patriotism 
are  driven  out  of  every  public  office  by  calumny  and 
detraction.  The  demoralization  in  the  government 
carries  demoralization  among  the  people,  until  the 
whole  becomes  a mass  of  corruption. 

But  to  return  to  the  tariff  and  its  influence  upon 
prices  in  our  home  market — it  has  already  been  showm 
that  the  very  same  cotton  goods  for  which  our  cotton 
planters  had  to  pay  28  cents  in  1818,  have  been  cur- 
rent these  last  ten  years  at  and  under  11  cents. 
Coarse  woollens  have  been  declining  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. Had  it  not  been  for  the  fostering  action  of 
the  tariff',  our  cotton  Planters  would  have  had  to  pay 
for  the  engines  they  use  for  ginning  their  cotton  50 
per  cent,  more  than  they  now  pay  lor  the  very  same 
article  to  our  own  manufacturers.  It  must  be  yet  in 
the  recollection  of  our  sug*ar  planters,  that  the  first 
engines  and  mills  used  by  them  were  imported  from 
England,  and  that  their  cost  was  9 to  $10,000— 


whilst  for  machinery  equally  good,  and  equally  pow- 
erful, they  have  now  only  to  pay  from  four  to  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars — and  all  this  has  been 
brought  about  by  that  so  much  abused  and  so  little 
understood  tariff.  Let  any  honest  cotton  planter, 
with  Mr.  McDuffie’s  doctrine  before  him,  take  a full 
account  of  foreign  manufactures  used  by  him  for  his 
negroes  and  plantation  utensils,  and  my  word  for  it 
he  will  find  the  amount  under  $1,000  even  with  a 
gang  of  100  hands — and  supposing  the  value  of  these 
foreign  goods  to  be  enhanced  30  per  cent,  by  the 
tariff,  he  will  see  that  his  contribution  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  federal  government  is  a mere  trifle 
— and  it  is  for  this  that  the  country  must  be  agitat- 
ed— that  the  harmony  of  our  union  must  be  jeopard- 
ed— nay  that  our  union  itself  is  threatened  to  per- 
ish! 

Let  us  now  see  the  operations  of  the  tariff  upon 
necessaries  of  life,  or  rather  articles  agreed  to  be  so 
considered  by  habit;  for  I contend  that,  thanks  to  that 
monster,  the  very  naming  of  which  drives  certain 
demagogues  into  hysterics,  we  could  now  live  within 
ourselves,  in  the  middle  of  abundance,  if  it  became 
necessary  so  to  do;  and  that  is  the  only  rational  mean- 
ing of  “freedom.” 

Niles’  Register,  vols.  1,  5 and  44. 

1811 — Coffee — duty  5cts. — Cur.  pres,  in  the  U.  S.  16c. 
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These  are  not  theories 

but 

facts! 

You  anti-tariff 

men  of  all  parlies,  answer  this  plain  question.  Did 
the  free  admission  of  coffee  in  the  United  States  en- 
hance its  value  in  Cuba,  or  diminish  the  cost  of  it  to 
that  good  people  to  whom  you  devote  all  the  power 
of  your  lungs?  Had  you  given  less  freedom  to 
your  tongues  and  more  time  to  your  hands,  you 
would  have  Siscoverd  that  the  low  prices  of  cof- 
fee, compared  to  the  current  value  of  sugars  in 
1811,  had  induced  the  planters  of  Cuba  to  give  the 
preference  to  the  latter  over  the  former  culture;  the 
natural  consequence  was  a decrease  of  production 
and  increase  of  price,  which  gradually  attained  the 
enormous  rate  of  27  cents,  per  pound.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  coffee  having  become  the  golden 
article,  [planters  returned  to  it,  and  its  cultivation 
was  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  prices  sudden- 
ly gave  way  as  here  shown,  and  have  not  since  re- 
covered, notw ilhstandlng  its  admission,  duty  free,  in 
the  United  States — and  as  to  our  would  be  popu- 
lace, they  are  paying  as  much  for  it  as  in  1830, 
when  the  government  was  collecting  five  cents,  per 
pound. 

The  excess  of  production  of  any  commodity  what- 
ever over  the  wants  of  consumption,  carries  with  it 
a depreciation  far  beyond  that  excess.  Prices  must 
ever  be  ruled  by  supply  and  demand,  as  exchanges 
by  gold  and  silver,  and  whenever  otherwise,  take  care 
of  the  squall,  it  may  soon  become  a tornado. 

Despair  is  blind — South  Carolina  in  its  agricultural 
distress  assailed  its  best  friend,  “the  tariff” — that 
friend  which  freed  our  beloved  union  from  foreign 
dependence — its  real  enemies  were  the  lands  of  Ala- 
bama, of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  This  is  the 
proper  place  for  a brief  account  of  the  workings  of 
cotton: 

Niles’  Regrister,  vol.  44,  Holt’s  Liverpool  Prices 
Current  of  1st  January,  1841. 

Crops  of  the  United  Value  of  Upland  in  th,e 


Crops  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  Alabama. 

•Mew  Orleans,  Circular  1st  Oct. 
1840— New  Orleans,  962,438  bales. 

Alabama,  446,807  bales. 


1,409,245  bales!!! 


States. 

1814  17,816,479  lbs. 

1815  82,948,747 

1816  81,747.116 

1817  85,649,328 

1818  92,471,178 

1819  87,997,045 

1820  127,860,152  or  ab’t  319,655  bis. 

1821  124.893,405 

1822  144  675,095 

1823  173,723,270 

1824  112.369,663 

1825  176,449.907 

1826  201,535.415 

1827  294,310.115 

1828  210,590,463 

1829  261,837.186 

1830  298,459,102  or  ab’t  746,147  Id 
New  Orleans — Valley 

of  the  Mississippi. 

1831  428,876  bales, 

1S32  349,795 

1833  411  104 

1834  461,647 

1835  529,734 

1836  495,610 

1837  601.346 

1838  739,245 

1839  580  298 
1810  950,078 


Liverpool  market. 
23  a37d. 

18  «25i 
17  o.21 1 
20a  231 
19±a'>2~ 

12t«193 
11  al33 
10  all! 

5?a  8f 
6ju  81 
7 a 8j 


81alOJ  ' 
9 alO.l 


6 a 9i  163019i 

5 ja  6J  6 a 8j' 
4 la  6j-  6}a  7j’ 
5 a 6|  6ja  7^ 
4|a  6j  5fa  7 
5 la  7 6|a  7| 

Value  of  Upland  in  the 
Liverpool  market. 

5 a 7j  6Ja  8<£. 
5 §a  8 6 'ja  9 

61a  9 9fal4 
7|al0  9ial21 
6jal2  97a 14. 1 

7 al2  9ial4 

4=a  7 7lal3 

5 a9j  6|«I0 

5 la  9 8 all 

41a  81  6 a 9 


1840 — Total  crop  of  the  U.  S.  1,171,293  bales!!! 
Imports  of  Great  Britain — Holt's  Circular,  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1841. 

1820,  458,736  bales. 

1830,  793,605  bales. 

1840,  1,415,341  bales!!! 

A few  plain  questions  here  again  naturally  pre- 
sent themselves  for  the  anti-tariff  gentry.  Was  there 
no  tariff  when  cotton  in  1817,  two  years  after  the 
peace,  was  selling  in  Liverpool  at  23jd  for  uplands? 
Had  there  been  any  material  change  to  that  tariff, 
when  cotton,  in  1822,  declined  to  5?  a 8’?  And  when 
in  1824,  it  advanced  to  9 a 10j,  and  1825,  to  16J  a 
19 i?  and  when,  in  1826,  it  receded  to  6 a 8?,  and* in 
1827  it  fell  to  4?,  a 7|?  What  have  you  gained  by 
the  compromise  bill — a bill,  the  very  name  of  which 
ought  to  put  the  nation  to  the  blush — a bill  which  is 
a flagrant  violation  of  the  constitution,  for  it  cannot 
be  put  into  operation  without  destroying  the  uniform- 
ity of  duties?  In  1832,  cottons  were  selling  in  Liv- 
erpool at  5 b a 8,  and  6j  a 9d;  and  in  1840,  at  41  a 
83,  and  6 a 9d!! 

South  Carolina  did  not  study  her  interest,  whilst 
she  was  preparing  to  resist  the  federal  government, 
she  ought  to  have  suddenly  turned  her  forces  against 
the  cotton  fields  of  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  destroyed  some  5 or  600,000  bales  of  cot- 
ton, and  then  Uplands  would  have  immediately  ad- 
vanced in  Liverpool  to  23d,  and  even'  more!  But  to 
the  point;  the  above  tables  shew: 

That  the  extraordinary  increase  in  1826  of  our  cot- 
ton crops,  depressed  prices  for  the  5 years  ending  in 
1830  to  an  average  of  6jj. 

That  the  crops  from  1831  to  1836  having  presented 
no  extraordinary  variation,  average  prices  advanced 
to  9d. 

That  the  large  crops  of  1837  and  1838  again  re- 
duced prices,  the  average  prices  for  these  two  years 
having  only  been  7’. 

That  the  crop  of  1839  having  been  a comparative- 
ly small  one,  prices  again  advanced  to  an  average  of 
8g,  notwithstanding  the  perturoation  caused  in  Eng- 
land by  a short  crop  of  grain. 

That  with  the  large  ciod  of  I £40,  aSa.;„  ootho  de- 
preciation, average  prices  having  receded  to  7d. 

And  all  this  is  easily  accounted  for  without  touch- 
ing the  unfortunate  tariff:  1815  to  1820  were  the 
golden  days  of  the  cotton  planter  and  manufacturer, 
both  using  their  utmost  exertions  to  work  their  mines’ 
until  at  length  debasement,  inherent  to  over  supply’ 
began  to  show  itself.  To  meet  this  great  destroyer 
of  industry,  the  manufacturer  applied  himself  most 
diligently  and  ingeniously  to  improve  his  machinery, 
and  to  increase  his  works  so  as  to  invite  consumption 
by  lowering  prices,  quantities  making  up  for  diffe- 
rence of  profits.  In  this  his  success  was  wonderful. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  planter,  to  meet  the  depreci- 
ation in  the  value  of  his  cotton,  applied  himself  to 
increase  his  crops,  that  quantity  might  make  up  for 
difference  in  prices — exhausted  lands  were  abandon- 
ed for  more  fertile  soil,  and  Georgia,  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  soon  saw  their  working  power 
gradually  removing  to  the  virgin  forests  and  rich  al- 
luvial soil  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  where  it  was 
soon  ascertained  that  one  hand  could  produce  per 
annum  6 and  in  some  places  even  10  bales  of  cotton, 
whilst  2,  and  at  most  3,  could  hardly  be  obtained  in 
the  best  fields  on  the  Atlantic  shore.  This  really  pro- 
duced a revolution  in  the  culture  of  cotton. 

The  whole  crop  of  cotton  in  the  United  States,  as 
above  shewn,  amounted  in  1820  to  319,655  bales. 
During  the  10  years  ending  in  1830, 

it  increased  to  746,147  « 

And  during  the  10  years  ending  in 

1840,  it  gradually  reached  2,171,293  « 

The  valley  of  the  Mississippi  alone,  during  the  last 
year,  producing  upwards  of  216,000  bales  more  than 
the  whole  crop  of  the  United  States  in  1830,  and 
the  Mississippi  and  Alabama  together  producing 
1,409,345  bales,  or  1,089,990  bales  more  than  the 
total  crop  of  the  United  States  in  1820!  and  663,098 
bales  more  than  the  total  crop  of  the  United  States 
in  1830!!! 

Unfortunately  for  both  manufacturer  and  planter, 
consumption  could  not  keep  pace  with  such  gigantic 
strides,  and  both  had  gradually  to  submit  to  the  in- 
flexible rule  of  supply  and  demand,  and  to  all  the 
vicissitudes  consequent  to  their  deranged  equilibrium. 
How  is  it  that  a case  so  plain,  so  palpable,  should 
have  escaped  sagacious  Carolina. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  iniquities  of  the  ta- 
riff, the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  cotton  cannot  be 
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placed  at  its  door — that  depreciation  has  been  the 
natural  consequence  of  excessive  production — the 
same  cause  would  have  produced  exactly  the  same 
effect  in  any  other  exchangeable  commodity,  in  gold 
itself;  as  before  said,  whilst  1 per  cent,  less  than  the 
quantity  of  commodities  required  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  world,  may  produce  an  advance  of  20, 
30,  and  even  50  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  production; 
1 per  cent,  more  may  produce  a debasement  in  ex- 
actly the  same  ratio.  On  the  stability  of  the  value 
of  labor,  depends  the  stability  and  well-being  of 
a people.  There  can  be  no  stability  of  the  value  of 
labor,  without  stability  in  the  value  of  production,  of 
which  labor  is  a vital  component.  It  is,  therefore, 
an  imperative  duty  with  government  to  protect  labor 
and  production  against  all  excess  that  may  produce 
debasement. 

(i  Were  British  manufactures,  freed  from  effective 
taxation,  to  be  poured  into  our  markets,  so  as  to  bring 
our  own  manufacturers  to  throw  their  hands  upon 
agriculture,  which  in  its  turn,  would  feel  the  morbid 
influence  of  debasement,  the  only  effect  would  be  to 
transfer  the  clothing  power  from  our  workshops  to 
those  of  Europe,  in  lieu  of  the  increased  consump- 
tion, whereby  the  Carolina  planter  expected  an  ad- 
vance in  his  cotton  of  50al00  per  cent.  The  value 
of  production  can  only  advance  in  the  ratio  of  con- 
sumption, and  surely  the  placing  in  the  hands  of 
England  of  the  working  power  of  America,  would 
not  have  added  a single  consumer  to  the  general  con- 
sumption, but  it  would  have  produced  this  effect: 
England  would  have  acquired  a monopoly;  cotton 
would  have  continued  to  be  debased  or  to  advance  in 
the  ratio  of  excess  or  short  production,  compared  to 
consumption,  and  the  great  monopolist  would  have 
made  us  pay  for  the  $50,000,000  of  cotton  manufac- 
tures we  now  produce  for  our  annual  consumption, 
20,  30,  and  even  50  per  cent,  more  than  we  now  pay 
to  our  own  people.  And,  suppose,  for  argument 
sake,  that  Carolina  could  be  benefited  $1,000,000 
by  this  transfer  of  power;  well,  England  might  pay 
her  such  a bonus,  whilst  she  would  be,  thereby,  se- 
curing to  herself  an  annual  profit,  which,  at  pleasure, 
she  might  increase  to  10,  15,  and  even  $25,000,000. 
But  what  would  be  just  towards  the  Carolina  planter, 
would  be  equally  so  towards  every  other  cultivator, 
and  thus  gradually  the  debasement  in  our  manu- 
factures of  all  sorts  would  throw  us  at  the  mercy 
of  Europe  for  the  $350,000,000  of  merchandise  we 
now  manufacture  for  our  own  annual  consumption. 
Ana  to  paj.  fur  tuts  rmr>rmous  sum.  what  would  we 
have?  Our  cotton!  We  have  it  now,  and  Europe 
can  no  more  do  without  it  than  without  the  coals  of 
its  mines.  Tobacco!  We  are  almost  the  exclusive 
suppliers  of  that  article.  Flour!  England  will  not  re- 
ceive it,  notwithstanding  her  free  trade  doctrines,  and 
for  a very  good  reason:  it  would  debase  her  agricul- 
ture, and  make  her  dependent  on  others  for  food; 
which  is  slavery  in  its  worst  condition. 

Sugar.  This  article  furnishes  another  striking 
proof  of  the  effects  of  supply  and  demand;  and  to  it  the 
attention  of  our  representatives  in  congress  should  be 
specially  called. 

“Report  to  the  house  of  commons,  5th  May,  1841. 


West  Indies. 

Mauritius.  Bengal. 

Total. 

cwt. 

cwt.  cwt. 

cwt. 

1833—3,655,612 

529,352 

4,184,974 

1834—3,844,244 

555,860 

4,400,104 

4,082,185 

1835—3,523,948 

558,237 

1836—3,600,517 

497,303  155,229 

4,250,049 

1837—3,305,238 

537,961  296,679 

4,139,878 

1833—3,521,434 

604,671  428,854 

4,554,959 

1839—2,823,931 

612,586  518,925 

3,955,442 

1840—2,202,893 

545,009  482,836 

3,230,678 
Ave'rge  prices 

Increase. 

Decrease.  of  W.  India  su- 

gars in  Sept. 

ciot. 

cwt. 

each  year. 

1833 

32s.  lOjd. 

1834  215,140 

29  10i 

1835 

317,919 

37  2" 

1736  167,864 

35  5? 

1837 

100,171 

41  4i 

1838  415,081 

29  2 

1839 

599,517 

40  2i 

1840 

724,764 

58  2 

Which  shows  an  over  sup- 
ply in  1834,  compared 
to  1833,  of  215,140  cwts. 

Produced  a decline  of  3s.  id. 

That  a short  supply  in 

1835,  compared  to  1834,  of  317,810 

Produced  an  advance  of  7 111 

That  an  over  supply  in 

1836,  compared  to  1835,  of  167,864 

Produced  a decline  of  1 8] 

That  a short  supply  in 

1837,  comp’d  to  1836,  of  100,171 
Produced  aq  advance  of  5 10  J 


That  an  over  supply  in 

1838,  comp’d  to  1837,  of  415,081 

Produced  a decline  of  12  2i 

That  a short  supply  in 

1839,  corn’d  to  1838,  of  599,517 

Produced  an  advance  of  11  J 

That  a short  supply  in 

1840,  corn’d  to  1839,  of  724,764 

Produced  an  advance  of  18ftt 

Or  100  per  cent,  on  the  average  prices  of  1838tff 

And  during  the  whole  of  the  above  period,  the 
British  tariff  remained  untouched  for  sugars,  save  the 
admission,  in  1836,  of  Bengals  for  home  consump- 
tion. What  have  you  to  say  to  this,  anti-tariff  ad- 
vocates? 

In  1833  the  people  of  England  received  for  their 
own  consumption,  from  their  own  possessions, 
4,184,964  cwts.  of  sugars,  for  which  they  paid 
•£6,850,566. 

In  1840,  the  emancipation  of  the  West  Indies  re- 
duced the  annual  supply  of  Great  Britain  954,286 
cwts.  and  the  people  had  to  pay  for  3,210,678  cwts. 
about  <£9,385,115  st’g. 

Was  this  the  effect  of  the  tariff,  or  of  supplies  and 
demand?  But,  may  say  the  advocates  of  free  trade — 
let  England  admit  foreign  sugars,  and  that  commodity 
will  be  as  cheap  as  ever.  But  she  will  do  no  such 
thing,  because — 

1.  She  would  thereby  complete  the  ruin  of  her 
West  India  proprietors. 

2.  She  would  be  thwarting  her  own  prospects  in 
the  east. 

And  even  if  she  were  to  admit  foreign  sugars  for 
home  consumption,  it  would  be  under  a heavier  tariff 
than  ever  adopted  in  the  United  States  and  the  effect 
of  such  a measure  would  be  to  advance  the  price  of 
sugars  by  their  being  made  scarcer  in  other  parts. 
The  free  trade  advocated  by  her,  she  has  always  taken 
and  will  ever  take  very  good  care  not  to  put  in  prac- 
tice. She  is  too  patriotic  to  act  otherwise.  This 
doctrine  she  has  launched  forth  to  the  world,  that  she 
might,  by  debasement  of  foreign  labor  obtain  the 
monopoly  of  the  manufacturing  power,  (see  McCul- 
loch, page  419)  and  her  emancipation  of  the  West 
India  slaves  has  had  no  other  object  than  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  cotton  power  of  the  United  States,  that 
through  her  East  India  possessions  she  may  obtain 
the  monopoly  of  that  important  commodity.  Do  you 
doubt  this?  Read  sir  Robert  Peel’s  speech  at  Tam- 
worth:  “Our  possessions,”  (says  the  baronet),  “in  the 
East  Indies,  offer  the  means  of  acquiring  a supply  of 
sugar  an  almost  indefinite  extent.  In  this  case 
we  need  not  run  the  risk  of  forfeiting  the  character 
we  have  already  acquired  at  such  an  immense  sacri- 
fice, by  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade, 
for  we  have  a prospect  of  an  increased  supply  of  su- 
gar from  the  West  Indies,  [doubtful]  and  a new  sup- 
ply from  the  East  Indies,  produced  by  free  labor. 
These  considerations  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  open  the  markets  of  England  to 
sugar,  the  produce  of  slave  labor.” 

What  will  be  the  action  of  the  British  government 
the  moment  they  can  obtain  even  a reasonable  supply 
of  cotton  from  their  East  India  freemen?  Why  the 
British  markets  will  be  as  effectually  closed  against 
American  cottons,  the  produce  of  slave  labor,  as  they 
are  at  present  against  foreign  sugars,  the  produce  of 
slave  labor! 

And  you,  abolitionists,  do  you  wish  to  know  who 
are  those  freemen  of  the  east?  Open  McCulloch’s  Dic- 
tionary, which  in  the  imperial  house  of  commons,  is 
considered  as  high  authority,  and  there  you  will  find 
the  following  lines  under  the  head  of  “East  India 
company:” 

The  claims  of  the  company  are  founded  on  mono- 
poly of  trade;  it  being  necessary  to  maintain  forts, 
factories,  &c.,  under  the  Mahomedan  government, 
the  great  produce  of  the  soil  was  divided  into  equal 
shares  between  the  ryots  or  cultivators,  and  the  go- 
vernment. We  regret  we  are  not  able  to  say  that 
the  British  government  has  made  any  material  deduc- 
tions from  this  enormous  assessment.  Theculivator9 
throughout  Hisdostan  are  wretched — their  only  object 
is  subsistence — if  they  succeed  in  this  they  are  satis- 
fied. Indeed,  Mr.  Colebrook  tells  us  that  the  condi- 
tion of  ryots  is  inferior  to  that  of  a hired  laborer,  who 
derives  the  miserable  pittance  of  2 annas,  or  about  3 
pence  a day,  wages.  The  company  carries  a sword 
in  one  hand  and  a ledger  in  the  other.  In  India,  a 
commercial  resident,  with  a large  establishment  of 
servants  under  him,  some  of  them  intended  for  coer- 
cive purposes,  is  stationed  in  all  considerable  towns, 
and  it  has  been  stated,  and  by  no  less  authority  than 
the  marquis  of  Wellesley,  that  the  intimation  of  a 
wish  from  the  company’s  resident,  is  always  received 
as  a command  by  the  native  producers  and  manufac- 
turers.” 

Now  turn  over  to  Mr.  O'Connell's  speech  in  the 
house  of  commons,  of  the  13th  February  last,  and 
you  will  see  “that  famine  desolated  India  in  the  years 


1766,  1777, 1780, 1782,  1792,  1S03, 1804,  1819,  1824, 
1829,  1832,  1833,  1836,  1837,  1838,  1S39;  and  that 
during  1837  and  1838,  it  was  necessary  to  employ 
men  to  shove  the  dead  bodies  into  the  rapid  part  of 
the  Ganges;  the  polluted  land  was  covered  with  car- 
casses; the  average  destruction  was  10,000  per  month; 
it  is  doubtful  if  terminated  at  the  present  moment.” 
Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  trade  in  India  is  a mono- 
poly— that  its  free  cultivators  have  to  give  one-half 
of  their  yearly  income  to  the  government,  to  build 
forts  to  keep  them  in  awe;  and  that  the  other  half 
remains  at  the  mercy  of  the  ledger  and  sword  mer- 
chants, whereby  the  income  of  the  poor  cultivator  is 
reduced  to  hardly  3 pence  per  day,  about  6 cents,  and 
famine  is  almost  his  constant  visiter. 

And  it  was  to  carry  out  these  truly  philantropic 
views  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  would  be  philantro- 
pists  of  the  United  States  were  appealed  to,  and  that 
the  doctrines  of  free  trade  and  abolition  were  placed 
in  their  hands  for  circulation!  That  American  citi- 
zens have  been  found  to  remove  to  the  East  Indies, 
in  order  to  teach  to  the  free  operatives  of  that  coun- 
try the  culture  of  cotton,  and  the  art  of  separating  the 
seed  from  the  staple.  What  a strange  association! 
John  Bull  to  employ  the  American  cotton  planter  to 
destroy  the  American  manufactures;  and  to  employ 
the  American  abolitionists  to  destroy  American  cot- 
tons, and  the  whole  of  the  diabolical  plan  to  be  in 
successful  operation!  What  has  become  of  the 
American  feeling  which  in  former  days  carried  the 
American  farmer  to  the  heights  of  Bunker  Hill?  Are 
we  already  arrived  at  the  close  of  that  glorious  be- 
ginning? 

Another  example,  and  one  of  great  interest  to 
Louisiana,  to  prove  that  supply  and  demand  rule 
prices,  and  I have  done. 

Average  prices  of  Cuba  Muscovado  sugars  during 
a period  of  10  years. — ( Havana  Prices  Current). 

1830' — 6 a 8 reals  per  arroba — 3 n4  cents  per  lb. 
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Importations  of  foreign  sugars  in  the  U.  States  dur- 
ing a period  of  10  years. — ( Official  reports  to  congress). 

1830  $4,636,342 

1831  4,910,877 

1832  2,933,6S8 

1833  4,755,856 

1834  5,538,425 

1835  6,806,625 

1836  12,514,718!!! 

1837  7,203,206 

1838  7,586,825 

1839  6,970,240 

McCulloch  estimates  the  total  product  of  sugar  annually 

to  be  508,000  tons,  say  1,143,000,000  lbs.  The  average 
product  of  Louisiana  is  about  70,000  lihds.  or  70,000,000 
lbs.  or  a fraction  under  6 l-5th  of  the  whole  product.  Yet 
trifling  as  this  appears  to  be,  an  early  winter  at  the  close 
of  1835  having  reduced  the  crop  of  Louisiana  to  25,000 
hlids.  prices  for  1836  immediately  advanced  from  5 to  6 
cents,  the  usual  price  in  Neio  Orleans,  to  11  cents,  and  in 
Cuba,  where  the  crop  had  been  a large  one,  from  4 and  4| 
cents,  to  6)  and  7 cents!!  and  the  importations  of  foreign 
sugars  into  the  United  States  that  year  amounted  to 
$12,514,718///  say  $5,708,093  more  than  any  previous 
year,  for  ichich  the  people  had  to  pay  specie,  for  the  extra 
import  from  the  West  Indies  could  not  have  created  there 
an  extra  demand  for  our  provisions,  and  provisions  are  very 
nearly  the  only  articles  takenin  exchange  for  the  coffee  and 
sugar  we  import.  The  season  from  1836  to  1837  was 
favorable  to  Louisiana;  an  average  crop  was  produced, 
and  again  prices  receded  to  5 a 6 cents  in  New  Orleans, 
and  in  Cuba  to  3j  a 4 cents,  and  our  imports  from  foreign 
countries  fell  short  of  the  previous  year  $5,311,512,  the 
difference  being  supplied  by  our  own  labor. 

Again,  I repeat,  what  do  you  say  to  all  this,  anti- 
tariff advocates?  It  has  been  shown  in  a previous 
paper,  that  per  statement  in  the  house  of  commons, 
a short  supply  of  954,286  cwts.  compared  to  the  or- 
dinary supply  of  4,184,964  cwts.  required  for  the 
consumption  of  Great  Britain,  advanced  prices  near- 
ly 100  percent,  and  it  is  now  seen  that  a short  sup- 
ply of  about  45,000  hhds.  compared  to  the  ordinary 
crops  of  Louisiana,  advanced  prices  in  Havana  about 
60  per  cent,  and  in  the  United  States  for  Louisiana 
sugars  about  100  per  cent.!!  and  that  to  supply  this 
deficiency  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  to  ex- 
port $5,311,512  of  specie  to  pay  for  the  sugars  re- 
quired. 

These  are  not  idle  theories  but  facts  for  the  medi- 
tation of  legislators! 

The  planters  of  Louisiana  under  the  faith  of  the 
protection  granted  to  home  labor  in  1816,  and  rely- 
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ing  upon  a continuation  of  the  same  rate  of  duties, 
so  long  as  it  was  necessary  to  raise  a revenue  through 
imports  from  foreign  countries,  gradually  invested 
large  amounts  in  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane — in 
1828  the  number  of  estates  then  numbering  308 — 
was  increased  to  698,  which  required  a further  out- 
lay of  $16,000,000,  making  a total  outlay  of  upwards 
of  $50,000,000.  In  1832,  the  quantity  of  foreign 
sugars  required  for  our  home  consumption,  was  re- 
duced to  a little  less  than  $3,000,000 — a few  years 
more  and,  Louisiana  could  have  been  able  to  supply 
the  union  with  the  whole  quantity  required  for  home 
consumption;  but  England,  ever  jealous  of  our  pros- 
perity, was  at  work,  and  the  compromise  bill  came 
upon  the  poor  sugar  planter  as  a clap  of  thunder. 
And  what  has  been  the  effect  One  hundred  and 
lifty-six  sugar  estates  have  already  been  turned  into 
rice  and  cotton  fields,  and  the  country  is  now  paying 
nearly  $4,000,000  more  for  foreign  sugars  per  an- 
num. Let  the  work  of  destruction  contemplated  by 
those  who  considered  our  glorious  union  a secondary 
condition,  compared  to  the  attainment  of  their  end, 
be  carried  into  full  effeet,  and  the  consumers  of  su- 
gars, and  thecotton  and  rice  planters  will  be  made  to 
suffer  with  a vengeance  for  the  madness  of  our  theo- 
rists. The  moment  we  become  dependent  upon  the 
West  Indies  for  our  sugars,  we  shall  have  to  submit 
to  the  old  prices  of  II  and  12  cents,  and  to  export 
12  to  $15,000,000,  if  not  more,  to  pay  for  the  same; 
and  who  can  predict  the  decline  in  the  price  of  cotton 
and  rice,  by  the  transfer  from  the  culture  of  the  su- 
gar cane  to  that  of  these  two  articles  of  40,000 
hands  now  employed  in  the  sugar  business?  There 
is,  iiovvever,  no  accounting  for  the  folly  of  men.  A 
representative  of  Louisiana  in  congress  was  seen 
during  the  last  session  to  vote  for  the  free  admission 
of  foreign  sugars — and  that  at  the  very  moment  when 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies  in  Spain,  a proposal  was  pend- 
ing for  the  closing  of  the  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  ports 
against  the  admission  of  our  flour,  tvhich  now  pays  a 
duty  in  those  islands  of  more  than  cent,  per  cent  over  its 
cost  of  production,  say  $11  50  per  barrel. 

It  has  often  been  asserted  that  the  culture  of  the 
cane  was  not  congenial  to  Louisiana;  this  is  alto- 
gether an  error.  Our  crops  are  fully  as  regular  as 
in  any  part  of  the  West  Indians.  If  we  have  to 
contend  against  early  winters,  the  droughts  so  com- 
mon in  those  islands  are  equally  fatal  to  the  cane. 
On  an  average,  the  Cuba  planter  produces  6 hhds. 
of  sugar  to  each  working  hand.  There  is  not  a 
well  managed  plantation  in  Louisiana,  that  does  not 
yield  on  an  average,  an  equal  number  of  hhds.  to 
each  hand.  The  great  advantage  of  the  Cuba  over 
the  Louisiana  planter,  is  not,  as  generally  believed, 
in  the  climate,  but  in  the  difference  of  value  of  his 
hands  and  of  expenses  to  support  them.  In  Louisia- 
na, a good  field  hand  is  worth  $1,000,  and  is  provid- 
ed with  two  meals  of  beef  or  pork  per  day  through- 
out the  year,  besides  corn,  whiskey,  tobacco,  and 
two  suits  of  clothes  per  annum,  the  cost  of  all  which 
is  about  $75  on  a well  regulated  plantation.  In  Cu- 
ba a good  field  hand  only  costs  $400 — requires  little 
or  no  clothing,  aud  lives  chiefly  on  roots  and  bana- 
nas, which  are  of  a spontaneous  growth.  And  this 
is  the  reason  why  sugar  cannot  be  produced  in  Loui- 
siana below  5 cents,  whilst  4 cents  is  said  to  be 
about  the  cost  of  production  in  Cuba.  Indeed,  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  reduction  in  the  duty  on 
foreign  sugars  has  been  a bounty  to  slave  traders. 
Let  the  slave  trade  be  effectually  put  down,  and  then 
Louisiana  sugars  will  require  little  or  no  protection, 
but  until  then  it  is  needed,  and  whether  considered 
in  a national  point  of  view,  or  a3  a matter  of  sheer 
justice  to  Louisiana,  it  cannot  be  refused  without 
gross  injustice. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  if  party  feelings  could  be 
made  to  yield  to  patriotism — if  representatives  could 
open  their  eyes  to  all  the  evils  grown  out  of  our 
feuds — to  the  shattered  condition  of  our  constitution 
— to  the  disgrace  attached  to  the  American  name 
throughout  the  world — if  they  could  see  how  high 
we  once  stood  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  how 
low  we  now  stand! — if,  in  fine,  in  presence  of  cala- 
mities so  great,  they  could  be  made  to  reflect  that  a 
trust  has  been  placed  in  their  hands,  awful,  if  be- 
trayed— partaking  almost  of  divinity,  if  faithfully 
and  nobly  fulfilled:  a nation's  welfare! 

They  would  soon  arrive  at  the  conviction: 

1st.  That  to  the  benign  influence  of  the  tariff  we 
owe  our  emancipation  from  foreign  dependence, 
which  is  freedom. 

2d.  That  as  a revenue  is  to  be  raised  to  carry  on 
our  government,  the  general  welfare  of  the  union 
requires  that  such  revenue  should  be  so  arranged  as 
to  afford  encouragement  to  our  manufactures  and 
agriculture,  that  our  labor  may  not  be  debased  by 
foreign  labor. 

3.  That  by  protecting  our  sugars  against  debase- 
me  nt  by  foreign  sugars,  we  not  only  protect  that 
branch  of  industry,  but  also  cotton,  rice,  and  all 


other  agricultural  products  that  can  be  raised  in  the 
southern  states;  by  the  simple  reason,  that  should 
the  want  of  effectual  protection  compel  our  sugar 
planters  to  abandon  the  culture  of  the  cane,  the 
40,000  hands  now  employed  by  them  would  carry 
depreciation  in  cotton,  rice  or  any  other  agricultural 
product,  by  excess  of  production,  whilst  the  union 
would  be  placing  itself  again  in  the  dependence  of 
foreign  countries  for  a necessary  of  life  already  re- 
quiring 13  to  $14,000,000  per  annum.  Thateffec- 
tual  protection  on  the  contrary,  so  that  5 per  cent, 
might  be  reasonably  depended  upon  for  sugars, 
would  soon  enable  the  planters  of  Louisiana  to  in- 
crease the  culture  of  the  cane  to  the  full  aunual  de- 
mand of  the  country,  say  about  250,000,000  of 
pounds,  which  would  require  60,000  hands  more,  at 
least,  who  being  supplied  by  the  producers  of  cot- 
ton or  any  other  product,  would  reduce  the  excess 
of  production  in  the  latter  articles,  and  advance 
their  value  accordingly. 

4th.  That  in  fine  there  is  not  a branch  of  industry 
in  our  country  which  is  not  directly  or  indirectly 
benefited  by  a tariff  judiciously  laid,  and  by  far  the 
greatest  proportion  of  such  benefit  is  derived  by  our 
own  operatives  and  laborers. 

Conclusion: — A few  queries  having  been  put  to  the 
author  of  this  paper  on  the  workings  of  the  tariff  and 
other  points  connected  with  it,  he  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  them  publicity,  together  with  his  an- 
swers, w'hich  come  as  a conclusion  of  the  subject  he 
has  attempted  to  treat: 

Query  1.  “What  are  the  advantages  of  cash  du- 
ties?” 

In  a moral  and  constitutional  point  of  view,  they 
are  incalculable:  there  is  not  an  article  of  traffic 
which  cannot  be  brought  to  a fixed  rule,  as  to  quali- 
ty, capacity  or  value,  ascertainable  on  every  point, 
so  as  to  work  with  uniformity.  Duties  being  made 
specific,  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  importers  is  effec- 
tually checked,  and  uniformity  in  the  law  can  be 
secured.  Duties  ad  val.  on  the  oath  of  importers 
are  ununiform  in  their  operation,  and  open  such  a 
door  to  fraud,  that  1 venture  to  say  more  perjuries 
are  committed  in  one  day,  in  our  customs,  than 
in  all  our  courts  of  justice,  throughout  the  union 
in  one  year.  It  must  be  a well  known  fact  to  the 
treasury  that  the  very  same  goods  are  entered  in  dif- 
ferent ports  at  different  prices.  It  was  a common 
practice  in  Manchester,  some  years  ago,  to  invoice 
ad  val.  goods  at  § of  their  value  for  some  of  our  cus- 
toms; an  addition  of  50  per  cent,  indicated  the  real 
cost  to  the  importer.  New  York  is  much  more  in- 
debted to  the  ad  val.  duty  and  the  local  partiality  of 
its  revenue  officers  for  its  heavy  import  trade,  than 
to  its  geographical  position. 

Query  2.  “What  are  the  advantages  of  cash  duties?” 

Cash  duties  will  most  effectually  check  over  trad- 
ing, by  putting  a stop  to  excessive  importations, 
made,  not  with  a view  to  a legitimate  profit,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  surplus  production, 
which  being  sold  without  reference  to  its  cost,  works 
the  debasement  of  our  own  labor,  or  of  raising  a ca- 
pital out  of  the  credit  granted  on  the  duties;  a system 
fraught  with  danger,  and  which  must  ever  keep  any 
commercial  community  following  it,  in  a feverish 
condition — to  this  cause,  mainly,  may  be  attributed 
the  fluctuations  in  our  exchanges. 

Query  3.  “What  duty  should  be  laid  on  foreign 
sugars?” 

3 Cents  on  Muscovadoes,  and  others  in  proportion. 
And  this  cannot  be  considered  unreasonable  when  it 
is  observed  that  by  the  compromise  bill  a duty  of  25 
cts.  on  a valuation  of  35  cents  per  square  yard  is  now 
charged  on  all  cotton  goods,  thus  excluding  most  com- 
pletely from  our  markets  all  low  goods,  which  form 
the  l of  our  cotton  manufactures — for  instance,  sheet- 
ings of  the  value  of  5d  in  Manchester,  per  sq’re  yard, 
are  equal  to  the  same  goods  manufactured  in  Lowell 
for  10  and  11  cents — on  such  goods  the  duty  is  8j 
cents!  Our  flour,  in  Havana,  as  before  said,  pays  a | 
duty  of  $11  50  per  bbl. 

Remarks.  By  cash  duties  is  meant,  duties  on  the  ! 
delivery  of  the  goods.  Should  the  cash  system  be 
adopted — the  warehousing  system  should  be  at  the 
same  time  established,  and  three  years  be  granted  to 
the  importers  to  dispose  of  their  goods — the  trade  of 
the  country  would  soon  conform  itself  to  this  regula- 
tion, as  in  Havana,  England,  France  and  other  places, 
and  then  duties  would  be  paid  by  the  consumers  of 
the  goods  as  wanted,  which  would  greatly  tend  to  a 
return  to  legitimate  business.  And  as  to  the  revenue, 
the  falling  off  could  only  be  temporary  and  of  a short 
duration,  when  it  would  assume  a regularity  hereto- 
fore unknown — and  all  goods  brought  to  the  public 
stores,  and  examined  as  delivered,  a stop  would  be 
effectually  put  to  frauds  which  have  of  late  years  de- 
prived the  government  of  sums  that  would  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  of  its  present  debt. 

The  people  should  be  protected  against  their  own 
folly  by  taxation  on  all  articles  of  luxury,  and  in  re- 


modelling the  tariff,  the  following  inquiries  should  be 
made: 

1st.  What  are  articles  of  luxury? 

2d.  What  are  the  articles  competing  with  our 
home  manufactures  and  agriculture? 

3d.  What  are  the  rates  of  duty  required  to  insure 
a remunerating  price  to  the  manufacturer  and  agri- 
culture^ guarding  the  consumer  at  the  same  time 
against  artificial  prices? 

A tariff  based  upon  such  principles,  it  is  believed, 
would  soon  restore  harmony  and  confidence  to  the 
nation. 

JVeio  Orleans,  1st  December,  1841. 
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SENATE. 

January  6.  Petitions,  against  a repeal  of,  or  in 
relation  to  the  bankrupt  law,  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Henderson,  Porter,  Berrien  and  Clay. 

Mr.  White  presented  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  Indiana,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  Phelps  presented  resolutions  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  instructing  their  senators  to  endeavor  to 
procure  such  amendment  of  the  constitution  as  will 
restrict  the  eligibility  of  the  president  to  one  term. 

Also,  that  the  voting  for  electors  of  president  and 
vice  president  may  take  place  the  same  day. 

Also,  one  which  Mr.  P.  said  was  of  more  practical 
importance  to  the  people  of  the  state  of  Vermont 
than  any  other,  to  wit,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
(see  Register  p.  182,  the  two  first  of  which  were). 

Resolved , Thar  labor,  boils  mental  and  corporeal,  is 
not  only  the  most  honorable  means,  but  the  only  true 
source  of  wealth. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  government  at  all 
times  to  protect  and  encourage  the  industry  of  our  citi- 
zens, by  making  and  enforcing  such  a tariffof  protective 
duties  as  will  secure  our  home  markets  from  the  desper- 
ate and  disastrous  floodings  of  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  P.  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  refe- 
rence or  reading  of  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
presented  by  the  senator  from  Vermont.  The  first 
resolution  affirmed  a great  truth,  and  the  second  was 
not  a truth.  It  was  indeed  in  direct  contradiction  of 
the  sentiment  in  regard  to  labor.  He  hoped  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures,  to  which  the  resolutions 
were  referred,  would  make  one  inquiry,  and  that  was, 
whether  one  branch  of  business  was  to  be  protected 
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one  branch  of  industry  at  the  expense  of  another, 
and  he  wished  to  know  if  this  was  to  be  the  action 
of  the  government.  Nothing  could  be  more  unjust. 

Mr.  Phelps  said  it  was  no  part  of  his  object,  in  pre- 
senting the  resolutions,  to  produce  a debate  in  limine 
upon  them.  Such  discussions  never  resulted  in  any 
sound  or  practical  good.  It  was  enough  for  his  pur- 
pose to  discuss  the  propositions  contained  in  the  re- 
solutions at  the  proper  time.  He  trusted  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures  would  give  the  resolutions 
due  consideration,  and  that  they7  would  be  enabled  to 
report  favorably  upon  them.  When  they  did  this,  he 
should  feel  ready,  and  even  bound,  to  defend  the 
principles  contained  in  the  resolutions  which  he  had 
submitted. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  debate  the 
subject  at  this  time.  All  he  wished  was  this:  that 
the  committee  on  manufactures  would  reconcile  the 
first  of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  resolutions 
with  the  second.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  har- 
mony in  them.  While  I am  up,  (said  Mr.  C.)  let  me 
say,  with  great  deference  to  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, that  I have  a document  in  my  pocket  which 
proves  that  Vermont  pays  less  than  one  per  cent,  in 
duties  where  other  states  pay  twenty,  thus  showing 
the  inequality  of  the  present  system  of  duties. 

Mr.  Phelps,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  said  that  the 
books  did  not  show  the  imports,  and  could  not.  The 
goods  coming  into  Vermont  were  imported  through 
Boston  and  New  York,  and  very  few  of  them  by  way 
of  Lake  Champlain.  The  amount  of  goods,  indeed, 
which  came  from  Lake  Champlain  was  but  a trifle 
of  the  Whole.  If  the  gentleman  could  ascertain  how 
many  goods  were  imported  by  way  of  the  states,  he 
could  arrive  at  some  data  as  to  the  duties  paid,  and 
nof  otherwise. 

Mr.  Clay,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relat- 
ing to  copyrights.” 

The  following  bills  were  then  severally  considered 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed: 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  the  state  of 
Lousiana  of  the  balance  due  said  state  for  expendi- 
tures incurred  in  raising,  equipping  and  paying  oft'  a 
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regiment  of  volunteer  militia,  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  employed  in  the  Florida 
war  in  the  year  1836. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Mis- 
souri volunteers,  commanded  by  captains  Stevenson, 
Pollard,  Sconce,  Atchison  and  Crawford. 

The  unfinished  business  having  been  called  for,  viz: 
the  proposed  board  of  exchequer, 

Mr.  Woodbury  arose  and  addressed  the  senate  in 
opposition  to  the  scheme.  He  was,  however,  in  favor 
of  referring  the  bill  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  that  when  the  senate  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

The  motion  prevailed;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr, 
Evans,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  10.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore the  body  communications  from  several  depart- 
ments, some  of  which  were  in  compliance  with  re- 
solutions adopted  during  the  last  week. 

The  communications  were  merely  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  motions  made  to  print. 

The  president  also  read  a letter  from  the  hon.  Mr. 
Dixon,  of  Rhode  Island,  stating  that  his  healtli  was 
such  as  to  preclude  his  attention  to  the  business  of 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims, 
and  asking  to  be  excused  therefrom. 

Memorials  and  petitions  for  and  against  the  bank- 
rupt law  were  presented  by  various  senators. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  the 
chamber  of  commerce  of  Philadelphia  asking  an 
appropriation  to  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  U. 
States  hank  at  Philadelphia  for  a custom  house.  Mr. 
B.  said  it  was  represented  to  him  that  the  building 
could  be  got,  it  was  thought,  for  one-third  less  than 
its  original  cost.  Mr.  B.  expressed  a wish  that  the 
appropriation  might  be  made  as  the  building  was  the 
most  chaste  and  elegant  building  in  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Morehead  presented  a memorial  from  400  to 
500  citizens  of  Louisville,  asking  that  the  bankrupt 
law  might  be  repealed.  Also,  one  from  the  citizens 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  its  repeal  or 
postponement. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  several  memorials  against 
amendment  or  repeal. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  on  this  subject  his  state  had  not 
been  silent.  They  had  instructed  their  senators  to 
vote  for  a bankrupt  law,  and  those  resolutions  re- 
main unrepealed.  He  regarded  instructions  for  the 
hill  equivalent  to  a vote  against  a repeal  of  the  hill. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  a repeal.  But, 
while  he  should  do  this,  he  should  vote  for  amend- 
ments. One  amendment  he  regarded  as  especially 
necessary,  ana  tnat  was  lutiuac  wui^.  ti™  of 
feet  of  this  amendment  would  do  more  to  regulate 
the  exchanges  than  any  thing  else,  and  its  incorpo- 
ration in  the  bill  would  do  more  to  regulate  the  cur- 


. Mr.  Evans  arose  and  addressed  the  senate.  He 
himself  was  in  favor  of  a national  hank,  but  as  that 
could  not  he  expected,  he  thought  that  the  best 
should  he  done  that  was  possible  in  the  circumstan- 
ces. The  evils  or  benefits  expected  from  this  ex- 
chequer scheme,  he  thought  had  been  magnified.  Ac- 
tion was  necessary  and  called  for  by  the  country. 
He  thought  that  -its  uniting  the  purse  and  sword  was 
more  theoretical  than  practical.  Every  scheme  that 
could  be  adopted  would  he  liable  to  abuse  and  that 
therefore  was  no  sufficient  objection  to  the  present 
one.  He  addressed  himself  in  reply  to  many  of 
Mr.  Woodbury's  positions. 

The  receipts  coming  into  the  treasury  for  some 
years  to  come,  Mr.  E.  thought,  could  not  be  estimat- 
ed at  more  than  $18,000,000;  and  was  there,  he  ask- 
ed, any  reason  to  suppose  that  we  should  be  able  to 
make  an  importation  of  $120,000,000 — the  amount 
which,  after  June  next,  under  the  compromise  law, 
would  he  required  to  place  this  amount  in  the  trea- 
sury. Even  such  an  importation  would  not  be  safe 
for  the  business  of  the  country,  for  the  reason  that 
our  exports  and  imports  should  be  made  to  corres- 
pond as  nearly  as  possible.  Our  everage  exporta- 
tion for  some  years  past  was  about  $103,500,000. 
We  could  import  about  $120,000,000  without  a drain 
of  specie,  because  American  shipping  was  employed 
in  foreign  commerce  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty- 
eight  millions,  and  this  returned  to  the  country  in 
the  shape  of  foreign  importations.  Our  exports, 
Mr.  E.  thought,  were  likely  to  fall  short  for  the  com- 
ing year.  The  stock  of  cotton  was  large  last  year, 
and  the  quantity  on  hand  was  large.  The  decline  of 
one  penny  a pound  would  be  $12,000,000,  and  this 
would  affect  the  revenue  very  considerably. 

If  then  there  was  an  importation  for  the  few  com- 
ing years  equal  to  $18,000,000  he  feared  it  would  lead 
to  an  exportation  of  specie.  In  this  state  of  things, 
as  in  every  other  aspect,  we  saw  a pressing  necessi- 
ty to  do  something.  Besides,  state  stocks  owned 
abroad  were  coming  back  to  our  government,  and  to 
be  sold  for  what  they  would  bring.  Fifty  millions 
of  these  would  probably  be  brought  back  the  present 
year,  and  these,  sold  at  even  25  per  cent,  would 
have  great  effect  upon  the  revenues  of  the  country. 
There  was  imminent  danger,  therefore,  unless  some- 
thing was  done.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  we 
have  been  standing  here  discussing  abstract  princi- 
ples of  government,  instead  of  exerting  ourselves  to 
relieve  the  people.  This  ought  not  to  be  a subject 
of  party  dissensions,  and  it  should  be  one  on  which 
we  could  and  should  sacrifice  all  personal  feelings. 
We  were  launched  in  a common  barque,  and  the 
ship  ot  state  was  in  danger.  For  one,  (said  Mr.  E. 
I shall  give  my  attention  to  this  subject  independent 
of  any  party  considerations;  not  because  it  will  help 


,,  „ rp,  i , e 7.  , Ul7  : the  administration,  for  I know  not  that  I owe  any 

rency  than  any  thing.  The  banks  for  four  years  had  thing  t0  that,  hut  because  I hope  to  draw  from  it 

w ippe  ® 5 a.  ponorps- of  th  °Th H Ucsf6f  1 something  which  will  establish  a sound  and  uniform 
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i it  independent  of  any  such  claims  or  considerations. 
It  becomes  us  to  make  an  effort  for  some  institution, 
the  best  we  can  get,  in  order  to  obtain  anything.  The 
compromise  act,  which  we  looked  upon  almost  as 
sacred  as  the  constitution  itself,  was  a matter  of  con- 
cession. We  must  give  up  points  of  minor  character; 
and,  while  he  would  call  upon  no  one  to  surrender 
constitutional  scruples — to  abandon  their  ground — to 
many  present  there  v/ere  no  such  scruples,  none  in 


he  done  also  in  the  form  of  a supplementary  bill. 

Mr.  W.  said  also  that  he  had  been  greatly  surprised 
to  see  banks  petitioning  here  for  a repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  Instead  of  being  repealed,  it  should 
be  enforced,  if  for  no  other  reason,  to  do  justice  to 
the  people  in  their  conflict  with  the  banks.  The 
conflict  now  was  between  the  people  and  the  banks. 

Without  further  remark  the  memorial  was  referred. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a petition  from  pilots  on  the  p rejjef 

K»b°A  »»PP<»«a  th«  sub-treasury  system  would 
e \ ,.  e ^ f ’ ■“  a be  now  revived,  or  the  deposite  bank  system,  or  a 

great  portion  of  the  loss  of  property  on  these  waters  natjonal  banl  ’be  established.  What,  then,  should 
was  from^the  employment  ol  unskilful  and  incompe-  , we  do?  For  he  should  not  denounce  a plan 

6 Mr.  Graham,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  erect  a I w',ich  catnf, to  fcomPlish  the  objects  which  were 
. . ’ c , . ,.  , obvious  m this  plan.  He  saw  there  an  honest  pur- 

monument  to  the  memory  of  brigadier  generals1  !•  . - - . uui 

Nash  and  Davidson,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  furnish  to  the  senate  a copy  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  brig  Creole  on  her  late  passage  from 
Richmond  to  New  Orleans,  should  any  such  have  been 
received,  or  any  authenticated  account  which  may  have 
been  received  of  the  murder  of  a passenger  on  board 
and  the  wounding  of  the  captain  and  mate  by  the  slaves 
on  board,  and  of  the  occurrences  which  afterwards 
took  place,  particularly  after  the  vessel  was  taken  into 
Nassau,  New  Providence;  and  also,  to  inform  the  se- 
nate, if  in  his  opinion  it  could  be  done  consistently  with 
the  public  interests,  what  step  1ms  been  taken  by  the 
executive  ill  reference  to  the  transaction,  having  for  its 
object  the  punishment  of  the  guilty,  the  redress  of  the 
wrong  done  to  our  citizens,  and  the  insult  offered  to  the 
American  flag. 

The  hills  ordered  to  he  engrossed,  as  mentioned 
in  Thursday’s  proceedings,  were  severally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  unfinished  business,  viz,  the  bill  proposing  an 
exchequer  board,  being  called  for  as  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day, 


pose  to  accomplish  a great  good,  and  he  would  try  to 
adopt  the  good  and  to  shun  the  evil.  No  scheme 
could  be  devised  so  perfect  that  it  would  not  be  lia- 
ble to  objections.  He  would  take  the  best  good  he 
could  get — the  best  to  save  the  country — the  best  in 
the  present  emergency.  And  if,  said  Mr.  Evans,  we 
would  disregard  men,  look  at  the  plan  before  us  in 
this  light,  good  sense  and  patriotism,  wisdom  and 
public  virtue,  would  soon  lead  us  to  find  in  it  the  ge- 
nius of  something  beneficial  to  all.  If  this  could  not 
be  done,  he  should  think  this  government  of  ours  af- 
forded far  less  security  to  public  virtue  and  public 
liberty  than  he  had  hitherto  regarded  it  did.  But  if 
we  would  look  to  the  government  with  this  single  and 
sole  purpose,  we  might  be  able  to  accomplish  the  good 
desired. 

Mr.  Evans  was  followed  by  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  a 
word  or  two  of  explanation;  when  the  question  was 
taken  and  partly  decided  upon  the  question  of  refe- 
rence. 

At  this  moment  Mr.  Walker  expressed  a desire  to 
say  something  upon  the  subject  before  it  passed  from 
the  senate. 


When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

January  11.  Petitions  in  favor  of,  against,  for  a 
modification  of,  postponement,  &c.  of  the  bankrupt 
law  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Tallmadge, 
Smith,  White,  Porter,  Simmons,  8,'c. 

Mr.  Preston  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  commissary  of 
purchases. 

Mr.  Linn  said  that  the  resolution  which  he  had 
submitted  some  days  since,  in  relation  to  Oregon  ter- 
ritory, would  if  called  up,  lead  to  a discussion  which 
might  occupy  more  of  the  time  of  the  senate  than 
would  be  agreeable,  when  there  was  another  matter 
pending.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  make  the  re- 
solution the  special  order  for  this  day  week,  and  he 
should  at  that  time  give  his  views. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  case  of  the  Creole.  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolution, 
offered  yesterday,  having  been  called  up  and  read. 

Mr.  Porter  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  “slaves”  and  inserting  persons. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  should  like  to  know  the 
reason  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Porter  answered  that  it  was  a word  unknown 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  was 
the  reason. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  believed  there  could  be  but 
one  motive,  and  that  was  to  deny  the  rights  of  the 
south  in  regard  to  slaves.  If  there  was  any  other 
motive,  he  should  like  to  know  it.  If  there  was  more 
than  one  individual  in  the  senate  who  held  these  views, 
he  should  like  to  know  it.  There  was  such  a thing 
as  slaves  known  to  the  constitution,  and  upon  almost 
every  page  of  it  they  were  recognised. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  that  the  mover  had  presented  the 
subject  without  any  explanation  of  his  object.  He 
was  at  a loss  to  comprehend  the  motive.  The  right 
of  the  south  to  hold  property  in  slaves  was  not  a 
question  to  be  called  into  controversy  here  or  else- 
where. 

He  asked,  then,  what  was  the  object  of  the  mo- 
tion? Was  it  to  deny  the  rights  of  the  south  to  con- 
trol slave  properly,  or  to  do  with  it  as  was  thought 
proper.  If  it  was,  he  should  be  glad  to  have  it  known, 
that  the  south  might  be  prepared  to  meet  the  question 
whenever  it  was  presented. 

Mr.  Porter  said  the  word  “slaves”  was  not  used  in 
the  constitution,  and  hence  the  form  and  purpose  of 
his  motion.  Gentlemen,  by  looking  at  the  acts  of 
legislation  of  the  country,  would  find  that  the  word 
“slaves”  was  not  used.  1 disclaim,  said  Mr.  Porter, 
and  must  solemnly  disclaim,  the  motives  imputed  to 
me  by  distinguished  senators.  I had  no  such  object 
in  view,  and  I am  utterly  incapable  of  understand- 
ing why  such  a motive  should  be  attributed  to  me  as 
has  been  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  My 
object  was  to  place  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that 
the  constitution  had  placed  it,  and  to  use  the  language 
of  the  constitution,  which,  in  terms  at  least,  did  re- 
cognise slavery. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  could  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
say  many  words  upon  this  subject.  But  it  was  time 
to  speak  out;  and  he  regretted  that  our  ancestors  had 
not  spoken  out,  and  unveiled  clearly  and  boldly  the 
ideas  they  meant  to  convey  when  they  spoke  of  slaves. 
In  regard  to  the  amendment  proposed,  he  would  ra- 
ther his  resolution  should  be  rejected  than  to  strike 
from  it  the  term  slaves.  There  had  been  manifested 
in  certain  parts  of  New  York  (continued  Mr.  Cal- 
houn) a bloodthirsty  disposition  upon  this  subject. 
A meeting  had  been  held  at  Williamsburg,  opposite 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  resolutions  were 
adopted  justifying  the  whole  affair  in  relation  to  the 
Creole.  A religious  newspaper  in  New  York  had 
done  the  same  thing,  and  recently  he  had  seen  with 
surprise  an  article  of  the  same  character  in  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce.  He  named  it  that  the 
south  might  be  on  their  guard  against  such  a paper. 
And  now,  in  regard  to  the  resolution,  he  wanted  to 
see  what  senator  would  take  ground  in  aiding  Great 
Britain  in  such  a construction  of  the  constitution  as 
would  be  given  by  omitting  slaves  and  inserting  per- 
sons. For  this  purpose,  he  would  call  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Preston  hoped  again  that  the  amendment 
would  be  withdrawn.  The  amendment  did  not  reach 
the  case,  and,  if  incorporated  in  the  resolution,  it 
would  destroy  the  meaning  of  the  resolution.  He 
might  say  more  on  this  point,  but  he  trusted  he  had 
said  enough;  especially  now,  when  a portion  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  in  a bloodthirsty  disposition,  had  de- 
fended the  act  of  mutiny  on  board  the  Creole.  To 
what  extent  that  had  been  done,  Mr.  Preston  made 
known  by  reading  the  proceedings  of  the  Williams- 
burg meeting. 

Mr.  Porter  said  he  had  not  seen  any  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, and  of  course  had  made  his  motion  inde- 
pendently of  them.  The  senator  from  S.  Carolina 
(Mr.  Preston ) had  said,  too,  that  the  term  “persons” 
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would  not  be  applicable.  Might  not  the  murder 
have  been  committed  by  others  than  slaves? — and  it 
was  certainly  most  appropriate  to  the  act. 

Mr.  Plielps  said,  if  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been 
called,  he  should  not  have  said  a word.  When  the 
resolution  was  introduced  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  it,  because  it  was  merely  a matter  of  inquiry.  He 
would  have  done  it  also  from  courtesy  to  the  senator 
who  had  introduced  the  resolution.  He  understood, 
in  giving  that  vote,  that  he  did  not  at  all  compromit 
himself  as  to  the  questions  in  controversy  between 
this  government  and  Great  Britain.  He  did  not  re- 
gard it  as  a matter  of  any  importance  how  the  reso- 
lution was  worded.  The  senator  had  a right  to  use 
the  phraseology  he  pleased.  It  expressed  a word 
recognised  and  understood  in  all  places,  and  as  known 
at  the  south,  and  well  understood  there  and  else- 
where. If  he  voted  for  the  resolution,  he  did  not 
consider  he  was  exposing  himself  or  committing 
himself  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  it  was  extremely  desirable  that, 
upon  a subject  like  this,  we  should  present  an  un- 
broken phalanx;  that  all  party  movements  should  be 
laid  aside;  and  that  we  should  be  united  in  whatever 
was  done.  He  rose  simply  to  make  a suggestion  to 
his  friend.  He  had  seen  the  most  authentic  account 
of  this  transaction  of  the  Creole,  and  he  had  read 
the  whole  affair  with  the  most  thrilling  interest.  He 
would  add,  and  it  was  very  creditable  to  the  rela- 
tionship of  servant  and  master,  that  but  19  of  135 
slaves  on  board  the  Creole  took  part  in  the  mutiny. 
There  could  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  it  was  the 
slaves  who  took  part  in  this  transaction.  The  is- 
sue, he  had  seen  with  the  greatest  regret,  was  what 
had  been  done  by  the  British  authorities  on  our 
coast.  He  hoped  Great  Britain  would  pause  before 
giving  her  sanction  to  such  enormities.  In  regard  to 
the  resolution  the  only  doubt  in  his  mind  was  that  it 
was  premature.  He  had  preferred  that  the  execu- 
tive had  moved  first;  but,  since  the  resolution  was 
moved,  he  was  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  In  regard  to 
the  term  to  which  the  senator  from  Michigan  ob- 
jected, it  would  be  found  that  the  term  had  been 
used,  and  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was 
cited  as  an  example.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
this  cautious  language,  and  he  hoped,  by  general 
consent,  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Porter  said  his  motion  had  not  been  under- 
stood or  appreciated.  His  only  object  was  to  give 
to  the  language  of  legislation  the  language  of  the 
constitution.  He  could  be  governed  by  no  other  mo- 
tives. 

Mr.  Graham  said  that  since  the  discussion  had 
been  going  on  he  had  looked  to  several  laws  passed 
by  congress,  and  found  the  term  “slaves”  used.  It 
had  been  used  in  almost  all  the  laws  relating  to  slaves 
or  slavery  in  any  form.  Several  laws  were  cited. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  added  his  own  request  to  that  of 
the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  that  his 
colleague  would  withdraw  the  motion  to  amend  the 
resolution,  particularly  as  the  amendment  did  not 
change  the  principle. 

Mr.  Porter  said  that,  as  well  to  gratify  his  col- 
league as  other  friends  who  had  made  the  request, 
he  would  do  so;  and  by  general  consent  (the  yeas 
and  nays  having  been  demanded)  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

And  the  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
exchequer  bill,  and  Mr.  Walker  arose  and  said  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  reference,  whether  in  favor  of 
the  subject  referred  or  not.  The  report  which  was 
before  the  senate,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say, 
was  the  work  of  a master  mind,  equal  to  any  report 
which  had  ever  emanated  from  any  secretary  of  the 
treasury;  and  this  was  no  slight  compliment  when 
so  many  distinguished  gentlemen,  excepting  the  one 
before  the  present,  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment. He  believed  the  report  was  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  his  alone,  and  that 
he  would  have  scorned  to  put  his  name  to  any  docu- 
ment of  which  he  was  not  the  author.  Suggestions 
he  might  have  received  from  others,  but  from  what 
he  knew  of  that  gentleman,  his  style,  and  his  ability, 
he  knew  that  the  report  was  his  own. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
men who  characterised  the  plan  submitted  as  aug- 
menting executive  power  beyond  any  plan  which  had 
before  been  submitted.  It  had  great  preferences 
over  the  bills  of  the  extra  session,  and  was  much 
more  limited  in  its  power;  and  the  differences  be- 
tween the  two  measures  (the  fiscal  bills  and  the  pro- 
posed board  of  exchequer)  were  briefly  pointed  out 
by  the  senator.  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  had 
painted  most  graphically  the  effects  of  those  bills  and 
of  executive  power,  but  they  had  painted  their  pic- 
tures with  anti-bank  and  democratic  paint. 

One  feature  of  the  proposed  plan  (that  relating  to 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money)  he  was  willing 
to  vote  for,  though  regarding  it  less  economical  and 


giving  more  power  to  the  executive  than  the  sub-trea- 
sury plan.  He  would  vote,  by  way  of  compromise, 
also,  for  another  part  of  the  bill,  if  it  was  modified 
to  meet  his  views.  He  would  vote  for  an  exchange 
currency,  if  the  certificates  of  deposite  were  issued 
dollar  for  dollar  for  specie  deposited  in  the  bank.  He 
would  not  vote  for  any  other  issues;  and  he  agreed 
with  what  ha<^  been  said  by  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun ),  and  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri, (Mr.  Benton),  approving  of  the  Bank  of  Ham- 
burg. As  was  well  said,  that  bank  had  been  made 
the  specie-granary  of  the  world.  He  had  at  the  extra 
session  of  congress  thrown  out  his  views  in  regard  to 
a deposite  bank,  and  those  views  were  read  to  the 
senate.  With  some  improvements,  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  that  system.  In  connexion  with  the  sub- 
treasury, some  plan  might  be  devised,  so  that  any 
creditor  of  the  government  could  receive  gold  and 
silver,  and  pay  it  when  a debtor  for  public  dues,  or 
certificates  of  deposite,  instead  of  specie,  where  the 
depositor  preferred  to  receive  this  to  specie.  He 
would  have  these  certificates  of  a denomination  as 
low  as  fifty  dollars.  These  would  become  bills  of 
exchange,  would  be  issued  dollar  for  dollar,  and 
would  make  a good  currency.  He  would  vote  for 
some  such  plan  in  connexion  with  the  sub-treasury 
act.  He  would  not  vote  for  it  alone  and  he  threw 
out  his  views  very  briefly  for  the  consideration  of  the 
proposed  special  committee.  A currency  of  20  or 
$30,000,000  of  this  kind  would  do  more  good  and 
have  a better  effect  than  $100,000,000  in  bank  paper. 

! It  would  facilitate  the  exchanges,  cheapen  them,  and 
be  convenient  in  the  transmission  of  public  dues. 
But,  in  connexion  with  this,  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  a bankrupt  law  for  banks.  This 
alone  would  prevent  the  accumulation  of  depreciated 
bank  paper,  improve  the  exchanges,  and  do  great 
good.  Another  thing  that  should  be  done,  would  be 
to  impose  a tax  upon  the  paper  issued  by  the  state 
banks.  This  would  control  these  issues  to  a great 
extent.  To  impose  such  a tax,  power  was  given  in 
the  constitution,  as  there  was  power  there  also  to 
pass  a general  bankrupt  law. 

Any  plan  which  proposed  an  issue  of  paper  money 
upon  an  artificial  basis  (Mr.  W.  said)  could  never 
receive  his  sanction  or  supporL.  Adanr  Smith  held 
the  same  views;  so  did  Albert  Gallatin,  whose  views 
were,  that  the  only  benefit  derived  from  a bank  of 
circulation  was  to  put  paper  money  afloat  instead  of 
specie.  The  gold,  without  a bank,  would  be  in  cir- 
culation instead  of  the  paper  money.  Instead  of  pro- 
ducing any  benefit  to  the  country,  this  produced  an 
incalculable  loss.  It  drove  out  specie  from  the  coun- 
try for  the  purchase  of  foreign  luxuries.  Sixty  mil- 
lions of  specie  were  sent  out  of  the  country,  and  six 
millions  in  foreign  goods  were  brought  in.  A delu- 
sive credit  was  supplied.  It  was  the  most  direct  as- 
sault upon  the  manufacteres  of  the  country.  It 
brought  the  country  in  debt  also  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  this,  in  the  end,  was  a 
debt  to  those  identical  banks.  It  produced  a debt  by 
the  banks  to  the  holders  of  their  paper  and  individu- 
als. It  made  the  country  $60,000,000  less  wealthy 
than  it  otherwise  would  be,  and  the  $60,000,000  in 
circulation  was  but  $60,000,000  of  floating  debt,  be- 
cause paper  money  was  not  money.  The  banks,  of 
course,  had  produced  the  convulsions  which  had  fal- 
len upon  the  country.  There  were,  Mr.  W.  said,  in- 
vested in  bank  buildings  alone  in  the  United  States 
thirty  millions  of  capital— this  in  the  850  banks — and 
all  this  was  withdrawn  from  agriculture  and  other 
useful  purposes.  These  banks  employed,  he  suppos- 
ed, twelve  persons  each,  or  ten  thousand  two  hundred 
in  all — say  ten  thousand — and  their  services  were 
worth  between  three  and  four  millions  of  dollars. 
Then  there  were  the  directors,  who  gave  their  time 
to  the  value  of  one  million,  making,  according  to  his 
estimate,  a loss  of  four  millions  three  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  thousand  dollars  in  time.  Time  was  mo- 
ney, all  would  admit.  The  losses  to  the  country  ex- 
ceeded the  expenses  of  any  government. 

[Mr.  Benton,  in  his  seat.  They  will  support  an 
army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men.] 

Mr.  Walker  continued.  A country  without  paper 
money  would  be  more  wealthy  than  a country  with 
paper  mouey.  Hard-money  countries  were  the  weal- 
thiest. England  borrowed  money  from  France,  and 
France  from  Holland,  and  in. this  ratio  were  the  go- 
vernmants  hard-money  governments.  In  no  sense, 
continued  Mr.  W.  is  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
owing  to  the  use  of  banks.  The  country  is  growing 
prosperous  in  spite  of  them,  and  would  have  been 
much  more  so  if  there  had  been  no  banks. 

Mr.  Walker  said  a few  years  since  he  was  unfortu- 
nate enough  to  point  out  the  difference  between  Cuba 
and  his  own  government,  and  particularly  with  the 
state  of  Mississippi.  Look  at  the  comparative  ad- 
vance in  wealth.  Cuba  last  year  exported  37,900,000 
dollars,  and  with  a population  of  less  than  one  mil- 
lion, usually  computed  at  eight  hundred  thousand: 


This  was  because  Cuba  was  not  fettered  with  bank 
paper.  He  had  recently  made  a visit  to  Cuba,  and 
spoke  with  some  knowledge.  There  wages  of  labor 
were  higher  than  in  any  state  of  the  union.  One  dol- 
lar and  a half  were  paid  to  a common  dayT-laborer, 
and  not  in  depreciated  bank  paper,  but  in  gold  and 
silver.  Bank  despots  had  never  stood  at  the  door  of 
Matanzas  and  Havana  and  established  their  bank  ma- 
chines. Lands  were  higher,  as  well  as  wages.  Good 
farming  lands  brought  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre, 
and  uncultivated  government  lands  brought  thirteen 
dollars  an  acre,.  Look  also  at  their  commerce.  YGj 
were  told  that  commerce  could  not  be  conducted 
without  bank  paper,  and  yet  Havana  had  more  com- 
merce than  any  state  of  this  union,  except  N.  York. 

By  way  of  compromise,  and  in  regard  to  exchanges, 
if  gentlemen  would  take  the  sub-treasury  system,  he 
would  consent  to  take  these  certificates  of  deposite, 
when  issued  dollar  for  dollar.  But  without  this,  in  a 
Tew  years  exchange  would  not  be  more  than  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  so  many  more  would  be  the  conve- 
niences for  transporting  gold  and  silver  from  one 
point  to  another.  The  only  expense  would  be  the 
expenses  of  transporting  specie.  Exchanges  between 
•Havana  and  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  a journey  of  twelve 
days  around  Cape  Antonio,  were  but  one-half  of  one 
per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  in  conclusion,  said  he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  present  these  views  in  advance  of  the  ques- 
tion of  reference,  and  having  done  so  he  would  close. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  went 
into  executive  session;  soon  after  which 

The  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jax.  6.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  of  New  York 
asked  to  be  excused  from  further  serving  on  the 
committee  on  expenditures  in  the  war  department 
alleging  as  a reason  the  arduousness  of  his  labors  on 
the  committee  of  claims.  The  request  was  granted 
by  the  house. 

Mr.  Fllmore,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rep.  rting  a 
bill  authorising  appropriations  for  such  necessary  objects 
as  have  been  usually  included  in  the  general  appropria- 
tion, and  which  are  without  authority  of  law. 

And  it  was  adopted  without  division. 

Mr.  Moore,  reported  the  following  resolution  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  rates  of  postage  charged  on  steamboat 
postage. 

Mr.  Saltonstall,  from  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures  be  au- 
thorised to  send  for  witnesses  and  take  testimony  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  rarifflaws,  their  operation  upon  the 
interests  of  the  country,  and  the  alteration  which  those 
interests  mav  require. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  by  the  clerk,  Mr. 
W.  Cost  Johnson  said  if  the  gentleman  would  so  mo- 
dify it  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  presumed  that  the  committee  on 
manufactures  could  as  well  attend  to  this  subject,  as 
they  had  to  act  on  it,  as  any  select  committee.  The 
most  satisfactory  mode  of  obtaining  evidence  of  the 
highest  nature  wras  always  by  the  examination  of 
witnesses.  The  only  objection  to  this  mode  was  the 

expense.  It  would  not  lead  to  a great  expense. 

There  was  no  necessity  for  the  examination  of  a 
great  many  witnesses;  but  one  or  two,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  be  necessary.  If  the  committee  found 
it  necessary  to  examine  twelve,  fifteen  or  twenty 
witnesses,  the  expense  would  be  trifling — trifling,  in- 
deed, compared  w'ith  the  infinite  importance  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates.  One  month  of  the  ses- 
sion had  already  gone  by,  and  this  bill  ought  to  be 
reported  with  all  promptness;  there  ought  to  be  no 
delay  on  the  subject.  The  committee  Lad  no  dispo- 
sition to  summon  a regiment  of  witnesses.  They 
wanted  information — information  to  satisfy  their  owii 
minds.  There  was  no  member  on  the  committee  who 
felt  that  he  possessed  sufficient  information  to  go  on 
and  deal  with  this  important  subject.  This  course 
was  not  without  precedent.  In  1827  the  committee 
on  manufactures  were  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.  He  would  only  add,  that  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  majority  of  the  committee  it  was  almost 
indispensable  that  the  power  sought  by  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  granted. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  observed  that  what  had  now 
taken  place  was  precisely  that  course  of  things  which 
he  had  foreseen  and  predicted  when  the  reference  of 
this  whole  tariff  subject  was  made  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures;  it  was  urged  as  a reason  for  making 
that  reference  that  the  committee  on  manufactures 
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was  the  appropriate  committee  to  whom  the  subject 
rightfully  belonged:  they  were  gentlemen  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  whole  subject,  and  would  be  pre- 
pared to  make  an  immediate  report  upon  it:  but  what 
did  we  now  witness?  Here  came  that  very  commit- 
tee, who  were  said  to  be  so  thoroughly  familiar  with 
all  the  details  connected  with  the  tariff,  and  told  the 
house  that  they  knew  in  fact  in  nothing  about  it:  they 
were  no  better  acquainted  with  it,  as  it  appeared, 
than  the  committee  on  ways  and  means:  they  came 
into  court  and  pleaded  ignorance:  they  must  have 
power  to  get  testimony  to  enlighten  their  judgments. 
Well,  and  if  that  was  to  be  the  ground  of  their  ac- 
tion, could  not  the  finance  committee  do  the  same? 
Could  they  not  call  witnesses  and  get  a knowledge  of 
facts  in  the  same  way?  Or  could  not  a select  com- 
mittee inform  themselves  in  the  same  manner?  Could 
not  the  committee  of  agriculture — which,  after  all, 
was  the  appropriate  committee  to  take  charge  of  the 
subject,  because  they  represented  the  great  consum- 
ing interest  of  the  country — could  not  they  just  as 
well  send  for  testimony  as  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures? The  question  being  one  professedly  of  re- 
venue, the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  come 
into  the  house  and  reported  a bill  for  five  millions  of 
treasury  notes,  expressly  on  the  ground  that  the  trea- 
sury was  empty,  and  immediate  legislation  was  ne- 
cessary for  its  relief,  or  the  credit  of  the  country 
must  be  sacrificed;  and  on  the  back  of  that  came  this 
resolution  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
avowing  the  fact  that  they  were  profoundly  in  the 
dark;  that  they  were  wholly  unable  to  act  but  by 
borrowed  light,  and  therefore  they  must  have  power 
to  send  for  testimony  to  guide  them!  Now,  Mr.  J.  had 
no  objection  that  such  an  inquiry  should  be  gone  into; 
he  was  in  favor  of  a select  committee  to  make  the 
investigation;  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  such  a com- 
mittee who  should  be  empowered  to  examine  the 
whole  subject  in  all  its  bearings;  let  them  go  thorough- 
ly to  work  and  ascertain  how  a change  in  the  tariff 
laws  would  affect  the  various  interests  throughout  the 
country.  Let  them  go  into  the  whole  subject.  Let 
them  push  their  inquiries  in  every  direction — east 
and  west,  north  and  south:  let  them  not  be  confined 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  alone:  but  let  them 
embrace  the  cotton  growing  interests  of  the  south, 
the  grain  growing  and  pork  and  cattle  raising  in- 
terests of  the  west  and  of  the  middlestates — the  great 
tobacco  interest — and  all  the  other  leading  branches 
of  production  in  every  quarter  of  the  country.  Let 
the  committee  be  general  in  its  character,  embracing 
the  whole  union;  and  not  special  and  limited,  extend- 
ing its  vision  to  one  narrow,  circumscribed  interest 
alone,  affecting  not  much  over  a million  of  our  popu- 
lation, to  the  neglect  of  the  remaining  sixteen  mil- 
lions; and  summoning  just  such  witnesses  as  might 
serve  to  strengthen  the  cause  of  that  one  particular 
class.  Mr.  J’s  scope  was  broader:  more  general  and 
extended.  He  was  a friend  to  manufactures;  decid- 
edly so:  he  was  in  favor  too,  of  countervailing  duties; 
but  he  was  for  protecting  the  raisers  of  corn,  and 
beef,  and  bacon,  and  rice,  and  tobacco,  as  well  as  the 
manufacturers  of  cotton,  wool  and  leather.  He  was 
unwilling  to  bring  down  the  inquiry  to  so  narrow  a 
basis.  And  if  the  committee  on  manufactures  should 
not  speedily  report  a bill,  he  should  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means.  Otherwise,  what  -was  the  country  to  do? 
The  government  was  in  want  of  immediate  relief;  the 
treasury  was  empty;  the  public  credit  must  suffer;  and 
yet  the  subject  of  imposing  duties  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cy had  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  finance 
committee,  and  given  to  a committee  who  came  for- 
ward and  owned  that  they  had  not  knowledge  enough 
to  report  a bill,  without  sending  for  witnesses,  and 
getting  further  information  to  guide  them!  He  had, 
he  repeated,  foreseen  just  such  a result. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Saltonstall ) , had  urged  the  doctrine  of  prece- 
dent, and  had  reminded  the  house  that  the  committee 
on  manufactures  had  been  empowered  to  make  a si- 
milar inquiry  in  1827.  Yes,  in  1827,  and  what  was 
the  result?  The  tariff  bill  of  1828,  that  “bill  of  abo- 
minations’’ which  raised  such  a political  ferment 
throughout  the  country  as  brought  it  to  the  verge  of 
a civil  war;  and  then  the  party  who  had  driven  on  the 
bill,  and  passed  it  at  all  hazards,  were  the  first  to  aban- 
don it;  yes,  they  ran  away  from  it  at  the  first  blast  of 
the  trumpet  of  South  Carolina,  and  took  shelter  be- 
hind the  compromise  act.  Mr.  J.  was  not  prepared 
to  follow  any  such  precedents.  He  was  not  for 
placing  the  arrangement  of  the  entire  tariff  of  du- 
ties, to  be  paid  by  the  whole  country,  in  the  hands 
of  a committee  representing  only  a single  interest. 
No,  let  it  go  to  an  impartial  committee — a commit- 
tee, general  and  unbiassed  in  its  character,  who  should 
seek  information  alike  from  all  quarters  of  the  land, 
and  when  it  was  obtained  would  submit  the  whole  to 
congress.  He  was  not  opposed  to  inquiry;  far  from 
it.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  earnestly  in  favor  of  it; 


but  let  it  not  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee  on 
manufactures.  He  must  vote  against  the  motion  of 
his  honorable  friend.  If  that  excellent  gentleman 
would  move  for  a select  committee,  Mr.  J.  would  go 
with  him.  He  had  no  manner  of  objection  to  see  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  at  the  head  of  such  a 
committee.  Mr.  J.  had  himself  no  wish  to  constitute 
any  part  of  it,  and,  if  appointed,  should  decline  to 
serve;  but  he  wished  to  see  such  a committee;  he 
wished  them  to  go  into  a general,  fair,  impartial  in- 
vestigation, and  let  them  report  the  result  at  the 
close  of  the  present  session  or  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next:  for  he  took  it  for  granted  the  thing  would 
not  end  here;  the  subject  would  come  up  again  here- 
after, and  then  this  information  would  be  of  invalua- 
ble service  in  guiding  the  action  of  the  house;  but,  in 
the  meanwhile,  let  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
report  a bill  to  meet  the  present  emergency,  and  fur- 
nish the  treasury  with  the  means  of  getting  on. 

Mr.  Habersham  opposed  the  resolution  in  commit- 
tee, and  should  now  vote  against  it  in  the  house.  The 
same  objections,  to  a certain  extent,  lay  against  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee.  But  they  appli- 
ed in  all  their  force  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, on  which  committee  the  interests  and  wishes 
of  the  whole  west  were  represented  by  a solitary  in- 
dividual, and  he  residing  on  the  southwestern  corner 
of  that  vast  region. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  been  absent  from  the  house 
when  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  related  to  a revisal  of  the  tariff  had  been 
made;  but  on  learning  that  such  had  been  the  deci- 
sion of  the  house,  he  had  been  perfectly  content  and 
satisfied.  And  why?  Because  he  knew  that  such 
being  the  case,  matters  would  stand  fairly  and  truly 
before  the  country.  But  had  all  the  protection  gen- 
tlemen of  the  house  followed  the  wise  and  politic  tac- 
tics of  his  friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
son), and  had  voted  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  they  might  have  played 
off,  with  some  success,  a grand  humbug  upon  the  na- 
tion, and  in  a certain  degree  disguised  their  real 
movements  and  designs.  Mr.  W.  had  felt  great  re- 
gret when  a motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote 
to  which  the  house  had  come:  because  he  felt  appre- 
hensive that  the  friends  of  a protective  tariff  might, 
on  reflection,  perceive  their  misstep  and  correct  it — 
he  was  afraid  they  might  learn  more  political  wis- 
dom, and  send  the  subject  to  the  finance  committee. 
But  they  had  been  forestalled  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  informed  the  house  that  a tariff  bill 
for  revenue  had  already  passed,  and  all  that  was  now 
demanded  was  a tariff  for  protection;  and  accordingly 
he  had  boldly  stepped  forward  and  made  the  first 
movement  in  favor  of  the  protective  system  by  getting 
the  subject  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, and  the  suggestion  had  been  followed  up  and 
carried  out  into  action.  Now  another  step  was  bold- 
ly, undisguisedly  made,  toward  the  same  object — pro- 
tection— ay,  protection,  (to  use  a phrase  which  sel- 
dom failed  to  excite  a smile),  protection  “perse.” — 
[A  laugh]. 

In  this  view,  it  was  to  Mr.  W.  matter  not  of  regret 
but  of  rejoicing,  that  the  subject  of  the  tariff  had 
gone,  not  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  but  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures.  If  he  was  to  meet 
an  enemy,  let  it  be  in  open  field;  let  him  see  him;  let 
him  know  him;  let  him  measure  his  strength.  If  we 
were  to  have  a protective  tariff,  let  us  know  it  as  a 
protective  tariff,  and  not  mistake  it  for  a tariff  for  re- 
venue. He  should  be  better  armed  at  home  in  com- 
batting it  if  plainly  seen;  but  if  it  came  in  the  dis- 
guise of  a tariff  for  revenue — if  his  constituents  were 
misled  by  a reference  of  it  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means — If  it  came  forth  as  a tariff  exclusively  for 
revenue,  and  not  for  protection — then  it  might  re- 
quire some  argument  to  satisfy  his  anti-tariff  friends 
and  constituents  that  it  was  not  what  it  pretended  to 
be;  and  no  people  in  the  country  were  more  ready 
and  willing  to  go  for  any  tax  that  might  be  really 
needed  for  the  fair  purposes  of  revenue.  He  thanked 
the  protective  party  for  what  they  had  done.  They 
had  strengthened  his  hands,  for  once.  Now  the  par- 
ties would  stand  fair;  now  the  country  would  under- 
stand the  real  question;  now  they  would  find  that 
what  he  had  all  along  been  expecting — that  what  he 
had  predicted  a twelve  month  ago — had  actually 
happened. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Sallon- 
stall ) had  gone  back  to  the  precedents  of  1827 — ay,  to 
the  year  1827 — the  year  next  before  the  abominable 
of  all  abominations,  the  tariff  bill  of  1828.  He  had 
pointed  to  the  footprints  of  the  legislation  of  that  day 
as  precedents  to  be  followed  now!  This,  too,  was 
just  what  Mr.  W.  had  always  said.  He  had  always 
told  the  house  that  on  this  matter  of  a protective  tariff 
they  would  be  carried  back  to  the  example  of  1828. 
He  would  follow  no  such  precedent.  He  was  utter- 
ly and  irreconcilably  opposed  to  a tariff  for  protec- 
tion; and  he  would  not  take  as  his  guide  the  prepara- 


tory steps  which  had  led  to  the  law  of  twenty-eight; 
an  act  which,  at  this  dav,  was  as  much  condemned 
by  the  large  manufacturers  and  capitalists  of  the 
north  as  by  the  warmest  anti-tariff  men  of  the  extreme 
south.  He  never  would  lend  his  support  to  a system 
which  had  once  nearly  exploded  into  a civil  war. 

To  look  practically  at  this  question:  What  was  it 

that  was  now  proposed  to  the  house?  To  do  now, 
what  it  had  expressly  refused  to  do  at  the  last  session. 

It  had  then  been  proposed  that  a committee  of  inves- 
tigation should  be  empowered  to  sit  during  the  recess 
of  congress,  with  power  to  send  for  testimony  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tariff;  and  was  this  any  thing  more  or  any 
thing  else?  It  was  the  same  proposal  revived.  The 
only  difference  was,  that  now  the  inquiry  was  to  be 
gone  into  by  a standing  committee,  and  then  by  a se- 
lect committee:  that  was  all.  And  how  long  did  gen- 
tlemen suppose  it  would  take  to  investigate  the  entire 
subject?  Could  it  be  done  in  a month?  could  it  be 
done  in  six  months?  The  bill  to  be  proposed  was  not 
for  revenue:  it  was  to  embody  a permanent  system  of 
protection:  it  must  be  gone  into  with  deliberation:  it 
eould  not  be  parried:  a multitude  of  witnesses  must 
be  examined, and  brought  here  from  various  distances 
in  all  directions.  How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when 
there  was  not  a duty  that  could  be  proposed  that  was 
not  a bone  of  contention  between  opposite  interests? 

If,  for  example,  the  committee  proposed  to  lay  a pro- 
tective duty  on  woollen  goods,  immediately  they  ran 
foul  of  the  interests  of  the  wool-growers,  and  here 
they  would  be  beset  by  the  wool  growers  on  one  •» 
hand,  and  the  cloth  manufacturers  on  the  other,  each 
producing  their  own  witnesses — one  to  show  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  a high  duty  on  cloth,  and  the  other 
of  a still  higher  duty  on  foreign  wool.  And  just  so  it 
must  be  on  almost  every  item  to  be  inserted  in  the 
bill.  The  grain  growers  would  be  against  the  manu- 
facturers, and  the  manufacturers  against  the  grain 
growers. 

Did  any  gentleman  imagine  that  the  ablest  com- 
mittee under  heaven  could  hear  and  balance  all  these 
conflicting  interests  in  less  time  than  six  months?  It 
would  take  at  least  two  months  to  hear  the  testimo- 
ny. And  in  what  proportion  and  in  what  relative 
time  could  the  witnesses  of  the  manufacturers  and 
the  witnesses  of  the  southern  agriculturists  be  brought 
up  to  this  city?  The  distance  from  Washington  to 
New  York  was  in  effect  but  thirty-six  hours;  to  Bos- 
ton it  took  but  forty-eight  hours  more;  the  testimony 
of  the  manufacturers  lay  at  the  door;  it  would  be 
here  in  three  or  four  days.  But  how  long  would  it 
be  before  the  witnesses  from  the  sugar  growers  of 
Louisiana  and  the  cotton  growers  of  Alabama  could 
be  presented  before  the  committee?  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, could  the  investigation  be  other  than  ex 
parte ? It  must  be  so,  of  necessity — it  would,  in  fact, 
be  in  favor  of  one  interest  alone,  viz:  the  manufactur- 
ing interest.  The  committee  would  have  before 
them,  almost  exclusively,  men  who  demanded  a vio- 
lation of  the  compromise  act,  and  called  out  loudly 
for  excessive  rates  of  protection.  The  policy  they 
would  clamor  for  was  a policy  not  more  at  war  with 
the  interests  of  the  producers  of  the  south  than  with 
those  of  the  great  capitalists  of  the  north;  for  the  ma- 
nufacturers, be  it  remembered,  were  at  war  among 
themselves.  The  anti-tariff  interest  understood  the 
state  of  the  case  perfectly;  it  was  very  intelligible. — 
The  large  capitalists  were  able  to  stand  and  to  thrive 
under  very  moderate  rates  of  duty,  because  they  then 
would  have  the  field  to  themselves;  but  the  smaller 
capitalists  must  have  a higher  protection,  or  they 
could  not  survive;  and  these  two  classes  of  men  were 
as  much  at  war  between  themselves,  and  both  were 
at  war  with  the  agriculturists.  But,  then,  the  five 
thousand  dollar  fellows  were  much  more  numerous 
than  the  fifty-thousand  dollar  men;  and  hence  they 
had  more  votes  and  wielded  a larger  amount  of  poli- 
tical power.  And,  accordingly,  the  bill  would  be  so 
framed  as  to  result  in  promoting  the  interests  of  this 
horde  of  smaller  capitalists,  a mass  that  was  ever 
ready  to  spring  up  like  so  much  fungus  out  of  the  hot 
bed  of  protection.  A plan  so  constructed — a system 
which,  for  such  an  end,  went  to  exert  a disastrous 
influence  over  every  great  interest  of  the  country, 
Mr.  W.  never  would  countenance,  either  in  its  first 
step  or  its  last  step. 

Now,  as  he  had  always  found  the  direct  course  to 
be  the  best,  he  had  been  ready  to  vote  against  the  re- 
ference of  the  tariff  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures; but  still  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  witness  the  re- 
sult: the  measure  would  now  stand  naked,  unveiled, 
in  all  its  true  and  uative  deformity  before  the  world. 

It  would  be  seen  to  be  a measure  not  alone  of  the 
few  against  the  many,  but  of  a portion  of  that  few 
against  the  residue.  Let  its  advocates  now  come  on; 
they  were  in  the  open  light  of  day,  and  he  was  ready 
to  abide  their  onset. 

And  here  he  might  present  his  views  on  the  gene- 
ral subject  of  the  true  tariff  policy,  but  he  did  not 
! consider  this  as  the  proper  time  to  do  so.  He  should 
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reserve  himself  until  the  house  received  from  the 
committee  a bill  prepared  with  or  without  the  light 
for  which  they  now  were  applying.  He  was  con- 
tent, for  the  present,  that  the  house  and  the  country 
knew  how  the  subject  stood — that  the  design  was  to 
impose  on  the  country  a protective  tariff  on  the  pre- 
cedents set  us  in  1828. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  R.  I.  said  he  was  willing  to  have 
the  general  inquiry  made  by  a select  committee,  hut 
that  would  not  be  at  all  inconsistent  with  granting 
the  power  now  asked  by  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. On  the  contrary,  all  the  friends  of  protection 
had  been  desirous  of  such  an  investigation,  and  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts  had  introduced  a resolu- 
tion to  that  effect  at  the  extra  session,  but  it  had  been 
refused.  He  must  consider  it  a great  misfortune 
that  that  resolution  did  not  carry;  but  the  favorable 
opportunity  then  enjoyed  had  gone  by,  although  a 
similar  measure  might  now  be  adopted.  He  presum- 
ed that  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff  would 
not  end  with  the  present  session  of  congress.  The 
system  would  probably  hereafter  undergo  revision; 
but  was  it  not  obviously  important  that  the  committee 
now  charged  with  a matter  so  important  should  be 
enabled  to  examine  witnesses,  each  in  his  own  trade 
or  profession,  or  who  resided  in  its  neighborhood,  and 
were  thus  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case? 

Here  the  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  T. 
suspended  his  remarks. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  sundry  commu- 
nications from  the  postmaster  general,  sec.  of  state, 
of  treasury  &c. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  of  the  speaker  if  there  was 
any  other  business  before  the  house;  and,  being  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  on  his  motion,  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair), 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  issue  of  treasury  notes;  which  was  read 
by  the  clerk  as  follows: 

A BILL  to  authorise  an  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Be  it  enacted,  &fc.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  treasury  notes, 
in  lieu  of  those  heretofore  or  hereafter  redeemed,  to 
be  issued  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  government  may  require,  but  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  of  this  emission  out- 
standing at  any  one  time,  and  to  be  issued  under  the 
limitations  of  other  provisions  contained  in  the  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes,”  approved  the  twelfth  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  as  modified 
by  an  act  entitled  “an  act  additional  to  the  act  on  the 
subject  of  treasury  notes,”  approved  the  thirty-first 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  ex- 
cept that  the  authority  hereby  given  to  issue  treasury 
notes  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  if  not  sooner  terminated  under 
the  proviso  to  this  section:  provided,  that  the  authori- 
ty hereby  given  to  issue  treasury  notes  shall  cease 
and  determine  as  soon  as  the  loan  authorised  by  the 
act  of  July  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  or  which  may  be  authorised  by  any 
other  act,  shall  be  negotiated  and  rendered  available. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
but  few  remarks  to  make  explanatory  of  the  grounds 
of  the  bill  which  had  just  been  read.  He  would  very 
briefly  state  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  report  it. 

He  then  read  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  the  statement  of  the  deficiency  for  the 
present  year,  and  expatiated  upon  the  deficiency  for 
the  present  quarter,  and  the  deficiency  now  actually 
existing  in  that  department. 

For  himself,  Mr.  F.  said  he  had,  from  the  com- 
mencement, invariably  voted  against  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  and  it  had  been  with  the  greatest  re- 
luctance that  he  had  brought  himself  to  consent  to 
the  measure.  He  might  be  permitted  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  his  opposition  to  it  had  never  rested  on  any 
constitutional  ground;  it  had  always  been  directed 
against  the  expediency  of  the  policy.  After  address- 
ing himself  to  those  who  would  oppose  it  on  the 
grounds  of  constitutionality  he  brought  his  remarks  to 
a close,  if  a majority  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
should  think  with  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
they  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  trusted,  for 
the  honor  of  the  country  and  the  preservation  of  the 
public  faith,  Congress  would  do  its  duty  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

Mr.  Wise  arose  and  said  that  the  gentleman  had  laid 
down  the  proposition  broadly,  that  whilst  the  general 
government  had  not  gold  and  silver  in  its  possession 
to  pay  its  debts,  yet  treasury  notes  could  not  be  re- 
sorted to;  and  that  the  government  is  bound  to  pay  its 
debts  in  the  only  medium  recognized  by  universal 
law,  that  of  gold  and  silver.  If  he  understood  the 
gentleman  right,  that  was  his  proposition.  He  (Mr. 
W .)  repudiated  that  doctrine.  He  held  that  gold  and 
silver  was  not  the  only  legitimate  currency  of  this 


government.  It  might  be  demanded,  but  the  creditor 
might  take  (Mr.  W.  was  understood  to  say)  any  me- 
dium that  was  offered  to  him.  If  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  were  true,  that  the  government  can 
only  disburse  gold  and  silver,  what  followed?  The 
harshness  of  the  sub-treasury  itself.  If  the  Govern- 
ment must  pay  out  alone  gold  and  silver,  it  must  col- 
lect alone  gold  and  silver. 

The  gentleman  had  talked  about  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  issuing  treasury  notes.  If  the  govern- 
ment could  not  get  gold  and  silver  to  pay  its  debts  in, 
was  it  not  bound  by  the  principles  of  common  hones- 
ty, at  all  events,  to  give  the  public  creditor  evidence 
of  its  debt’  Could  not  the  government,  as  well  as  an 
individual,  give  its  bond?  Was  a treasury  note  any 
thing  more  than  evidence  of  debt? 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  could  not  constitutionally  pay  its  debts 
in  treasury  notes.  He  [Mr.  W.]  concurred  with  him 
in  this.  A treasury  note  did  not  pay  the  debt;  on  the 
contrary,  it  established  the  debt,  and  that  was  its  only 
object.  It  was  a solecism  in  terms  to  speak  of  pay- 
ing a debt  by  giving  a bond:  the  very  fact  of  giving 
the  bond  was  an  acknowledgement  of  the  debt.  If 
the  government  did  not  owe  a debt,  he  agreed  that  it 
could  not  issue  treasury  notes;  but  if  it  did  owe  a 
debt,  it  was  bound,  if  it  could  not  pay  it,  to  give  evi- 
dence of  it. 

He  had  been  no  friend  heretofore  to  treasury  notes. 
It  was  only  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  congress  that 
he  countenanced  them  at  all.  When  the  government 
owed  a debt  and  could  not  pay  it,  the  question  was 
then  presented,  as  it  was  now,  whether  they  would 
wait  for  the  restoration  of  trade,  or  of  revenue  re- 
sulting from  trade,  or  resort  to  temporary  means  un- 
til real  means  could  be  obtained,  or  to  a high  tariff 
and  funded  debt;  for  that  was  the  issue  which  was 
then  presented  and  which  now  arose.  The  debt  they 
contracted  last  session  had  done  almost  as  much  to 
destroy  the  credit  of  the  government  as  the  doctrine 
of  repudiation  itself.  What  did  they  now  see?  The 
government  bonds  refused  in  the  market.  And  why? 
The  fact  ought  to  be  known  and  sent  to  the  people. 
When  they  were  about  to  fund  a debt,  and  negotiate 
a loan,  they  did  not  negotiate  such  a loan  as  it  ought 
to  have  been.  If  they  intended  to  have  negotiated  a 
loan,  they  ought  to  have  given  a sufficient  time  for  it 
to  run.  Three  years  only  was  given;  the  loan  had 
entirely  failed;  the  credit  of  government  was  dis- 
graced; and  now  it  would  require  twice  the  lime  that 
it  would  have  done  four  or  five  months  ago,  to  obtain 
the  same  amount  of  money.  He  had  been  opposed 
to  the  loan,  because  he  had  expected  or  had  feared 
that  it  would  result  as  it  had,  and  bring  disgrace  on 
the  credit  of  this  government.  It  was  not  his  fault 
that  this  disgrace  now  attaches  to  government.  If 
they  wished  to  provide  permanent  ways  and  means 
for  government,  and  they  could  not  collect  them  from 
the  revenue,  let  them  come  boldly  before  the  coun- 
try, and  say  that  they  required  a loan;  and,  whether 
or  not  the  government  would  require  ten  or  twelve 
years  to  pay  it,  that  time  would  be  required  to  tempt 
an  investment.  If  a man  was  honest  in  his  public 
principles,  he  need  never  fear  to  avow  them,  if  they 
owed  money— if  the  public  service  required  money 
— let  them  tell  the  people.  He  was  for  an  enlarged 
public  service  in  the  various  departments  of  govern- 
ment, especially  in  our  navy.  He  was  for  paying  the 
public  debt,  every  dollar  of  it,  and  that  rapidly;  and 
for  providing  the  ways  and  means  to  pay  it;  but  in 
negotiating  a loan  for  the  mere  scarecrow  that  would 
be  raised  of  a funded  debt,  he  would  not  skulk  back 
from  the  eight  years  to  three  years  for  it  to  run,  and 
disgrace  the  government. 

If  they  required  a loan,  let  them  come  out  and  fund 
the  debt.  He  said  to  his  constituents,  from  the  prog- 
nostics now  before  him,  he  apprehended  that  this 
public  debt  was  to  run  out  to  some  forty  or  fifty  mil- 
lions before  it  would  be  arrested;  for,  in  the  midst  of 
this  general  bankruptcy — distribution  on  the  one  hand 
and  taxation  on  the  other,  of  short  loans  and  dis- 
graced credits — God  only  knew  when  it  would  end; 
and  he  gave  notice  that,  as  the  first  means,  and  one  of 
the  most  important  of  providing  ways  and  means  in 
this  state  of  the  treasury,  he  should,  if  the  chair 
would  entertain  the  proposition,  and  if  no  other  gen- 
tleman proposed  it,  move  that  a proviso  be  added  to  this 
bill  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  which  have  come 
into  the  treasui'y  since  the  operation  of  the  distribution  act, 
and  that  may  come  in  hereafter,  shall  be  applied  Jirst  to 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt — and  these  proceeds  would 
pay  the  debt — before  any  treasury  notes  are  issued  under 
this  bill;  providing,  also,  that  ichen  there  are  no  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  treasury,  these  treasury  notes 
shall  be  issued.  He  moved  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Fillmore  desired  to  say,  that  if  the  design  was 
to  defeat  this  bill,  and  prevent  the  relief  of  the  trea- 
sury by  the  supply  of  treasury  notes  it  might  afford, 
there  certainly  could  be  no  more  direct  mode  of  do- 
ing it  than  by  offering  this  amendment. 


Mr.  Wise  assured  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
that  he  was  the  last  man  who  would  throw  any  thing 
in  the  way  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Fillmore  hoped  the  gentle  nan  would  withdraw 
the  amendment,  then;  the  treasury  was  now  ex- 
hausted. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  knew  that.  He  had  been  wait- 
ing on  the  treasury  since  he  first  got  here,  and  not  a 
dollar  had  he  got.  The  members  of  congress  ought 
to  be  the  very  last  to  be  supplied;  they  could  not  feel 
as  others  feel,  unless  they  waited  as  others  wait  for 
their  supplies  He  would  be  glad  to  see  a standing 
law  that  the  legislative  department,  who  are  bound 
to  furnish  supplies,  shall  never  be  supplied  until  the 
people  are  paid;  and  with  a view  to  facilitate  this, 
and  with  no  desire  to  hinder  this  measure,  notwith- 
standing the  protestation  of  his  friend,  he  would 
move  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Arnold  desired  to  make  a single  remark.  He 
had  been  struck  with  a remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  on  the  subject  of  treasury 
notes. 

[The  reading  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wise  was 
here  called  for  by  several  voices,  and  it  was  read  by 
the  clerk.] 

Mr.  Arnold  then  continued.  He  objected  ' to  the 
amendment  as  being  entirely  out  of  order;  but  he 
merely  rose  to  make  a remark  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise).  The  gentleman 
went  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes;  he  (Mr.  A.) 
went  with  him;  but,  although  he  went  for  them,  the 
gentleman  had  said  he  would  not  receive  one  single 
dollar  of  them  for  his  per  diem  bill. 

Mr.  Wise  denied  that  he  had  said  this,  and  explain- 
ed his  former  remarks;  but  was  not  heard  at  the  re- 
porter’s desk. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  that  amounted  to  the  same  thing 
exactly.  The  gentleman  came  before  the  country  ad- 
vocating an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  to  be  circulated 
throughout  the  land,  but  would  not  take  them  him- 
self. How  could  the  gentleman  reconcile  this  with 
honesty  or  honor? 

Mr.  Van  Buren  asked  if  this  was  in  order? 

Mr.  Arnold  said  he  would  proceed  then  in  order. 
This  might  suit  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (he 
continued)  very  well;  he  might  have  credit,  or  other 
funds,  and  be  independent  of  his  per  diem;  but  what 
sort  of  a predicament  does  it  place  us  in,  (said  Mr. 
A.)  who  are  exactly  situated  as  this  government  is 
now — who  have  neither  money  nor  credit?  [Laugh- 
ter.] There  were  many  of  them  who  had  to  depend 
on  their  per  diem  before  they  could  get  their  dinners 
— wffio  were  just  like  the  government — who  had 
neither  money  nor  credit,  and  therefore  must  take 
treasury  notes;  and  if  the  notes  must  be  “shaved,” 
at  two  or  five  per  cent,  they  had  to  pay  it.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

As  to  the  point  of  order,  he  would  say  that  there  was 
no  relevancy  in  any  point  of  view  in  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  the  bill.  It  was 
one  of  the  plainest  questions  of  order  ever  raised  be- 
fore the  house,  and  the  speaker  must  reject  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  hoped  that  the  personal  appeal 
he  made  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  w-ould  have 
induced  him  to  have  withheld  this  amendment  to  some 
other  occasion,  because  he  wras  entirely  satisfied, 
if  they  went  into  the  discussion  of  the  distribution 
bill,  that  they  would  nearly  see  dog-days  before 
they  provided  for  the  present  exigencies  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

But  if  the  gentleman  persisted  in  the  amendment, 
he  (Mr.  F.)  made  the  point  of  order,  and  suggested 
if  they  could  introduce  an  amendment  to  repeal  the 
distribution  act,  they  might  also  introduce  the  repeal 
of  the  bill  for  raising  revenue  generally  from  duties. 
They  had  a rule  of  the  house  which  provided  that 
no  amendment  to  a bill  w~as  in  order  that  did  not  re- 
late to  the  subject  matter  of  the  bill  itself.  Clearly  a 
bill  relating  to  the  distribution  of  theprocreds  of  the 
public  lands  had  nothing  to  do  with  a treasury  note 
bill.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  would 
be  rejected  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  Tel- 
lers were  called  for,  and  the  motion  prevailing,  by 
ayes  83,  noes  64,  the  committee  rose.  And  the  house 
adjournd. 

Friday,  Jan.  7.  Mr.  Giddings  presented  a memo- 
rial  from  certain  legal  voters  ot  Lenox,  in  the  coun- 
ty  of  Ashtabula,  and  slate  of  Ohio,  praying  congress 
to  repeal  the  laws  regulating  or  sanctioning  the  hold- 
ing  or  transportation  of  persons  as  slaves  in  vessels 
of  the  United  States  sailing  coastwise  from  one  state 
to  another;  and  to  pass  laws  protecting  the  rights  of 
all  persons  claimed  or  held  as  slaves  who  may  be 
constitutionally  entitled  to  their  freedom  by  going  to 
sea,  with  the  consent  of  their  masters,  beyond  "the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  in  which  they  are  leo-allv 
held  as  slaves.  ° J 
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Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  objected  to  the  reception  of 
the  petition,  as  prohibited  by  a rule  of  the  house  in 
relation  to  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Wise  supported  the  objection,  strenuously  in- 
sisting that  the  memorial  amounted  to  a prayer  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  on  board  any  American  ves- 
sel, whether  public  or  private,  in  which  a slave  was 
carried  three  leagues  out  to  sea — a new  shape  of  the 
abolition  question,  and  one  that  went  beyond  any 
thing  heretofore  attempted.  He  held  that  the  deck 
of  a merchant  ship  was  a portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  U.  States,  let  her  be  in  what  part  of  the  world 
she  might. 

The  chair , after  taking  some  time  to  compare  the 
words  of  the  memorial  with  the  words  of  the  prohi- 
bitory rule,  decided  that  the  former  part  of  the  me- 
morial did  involve  a prayer  for  abolition,  and  there- 
fore fell  within  the  rule;  but  that  the  latter  portion, 
which  prayed  the  passage  of  laws  “protecting  the 
rights  of  all  persons  claimed  or  held  as  slaves  who 
may  be  constitutionally  entitled  to  their  freedom,”  did 
not;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Giddings  moved  that  this  latter  portion  of  the 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

After  some  debating  and  confusion,  the  speaker , in 
reply  to  an  inquiry  of  Mr.  Adams,  said  the  question 
before  the  house  was  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble the  question  of  reception  raised  on  the  latter 
clause  of  the  petition,  which  was  not  rejected  by  the 
rule. 

Some  excitement  ensued,  and  the  question  being 
taken,  the  speaker  declared  the  vote,  (on  laying  on 
the  table  the  question  of  reception  raised  against  the 
petition,  which  also  carries  the  petition  with  it), 
yeas  104,  nays  86. 

Mr.  Giddings  next  presented  a petition  praying  that 
the  people  of  the  free  states  be  relieved  from  all  ob- 
ligation to  sustain  the  institution  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Wise  then  objected  to  its  reception,  and  mov- 
ed that  the  question  of  reception  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  yeas  105,  nays  S6. 

Mr.  Giddings  then  presented  a petition  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  admission  of  any  new  state  into  the 
union  whose  constitution  tolerates  slavery. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  lay  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  petition  on  the  table; 
which  motion,  after  a brief  conversation,  was  carri- 
ed; yeas  100,  nays  82. 

Mr.  Giddings  said  that,  to  justify  himself  to  the 
country,  he  would  state  that  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
petitions  of  some  ten  thousand  electors;  from  various 
states  of  the  union,  but  mostly  from  Ohio,  among 
whom  were  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  that  state,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  standing,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 
expense  and  disgrace  of  holding  persons  in  slavery, 
and  of  the  slave  trade.  But  after  what  had  passed 
to-day,  he  said  he  should  feel  justified  in  withholding 
them,  and  would  submit  the  question  to  the  people  of 
the  free  states  to  say  how  far  they  will  submit  to 
these  legislative  indignities. 

Mr.  Andrews  presented  a petition,  remonstrating 
against  the  adoption  of  any  rule  by  congress  stigma- 
tising petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  placing 
them  in  any  way  on  a different  footing  from  other 
petitions. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Adams  called  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  demanded  by  the  house;  and,  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  in  yeas  99,  nays  89. 

Thus  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Andrews,  after  presenting  one  or  two  other 
petitions  of  a similar  character,  on  which  the  ques- 
tion of  reception  was  raised  and  laid  on  the  table, 
said  that  he  had  some  fifteen  petitions  of  the  same 
nature,  which  he  had  been  requested  to  present,  but 
would  forbear  doing  so,  as  he  supposed  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  house  to-day  they  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Weller  presented  several  petitions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery;  which,  on  his  motion,  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Cowen  said  he  had  several  petitions  of  this 
kind,  which,  although  he  was  unwilling  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  house  by  the  taking  of  yeas  and 
nays,  he  felt  forced  to  present,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
the  house  thought  proper.  He  then  presented  a 
number  of  petitions,  which  were  severally  rejected 
or  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move  a re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  petitions  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Weller)) 
were  laid  on  the  table.  He  merely  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  fact,  that,  although  the  gen- 
tleman had  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  21st  rule, 
he  yet  felt  himself  bound  to  present  abolition  peti- 
tions. 

Mi-.  Weller  said  he  had  felt  bound  to  present  the 
petitions  of  his  constiticnts;  and  as,  from  the  recent 


decisions  of  the  house,  they  were  rejected,  he  had 
moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  he  wished  it  might  be  remember- 
ed that  gentlemen  who  belonged  to  the  whig  party, 
and  were  opposed  to  the  21st  rule,  who  presented 
such  petitions,  were  influenced  by  like  considera- 
tions. 

Mr.  G.  Davis  presented  a petition  asking  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Cravens  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions 
to  that  committee  to  report  a bill  repealing  the  bank- 
rupt law,  and  on  this  motion  called  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Profit  raised  a point  of  order  that  the  resolu- 
tion must  lie  over  one  day,  as  giving  rise  to  debate, 
and  against  the  propriety  of  the  previous  question 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  now  mov- 
ed. He  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Chittenden  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table. 

Pending  which  motion,  a motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  J.  T.  Mason  that  the  house  adjourn;  which  pre- 
vailing— the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  8.  Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  presented 
the  memorial  of  a convention  recently  held  in  Knox- 
ville, asking  an  appropriation  for  a survey  of  the 
Tennessee  river  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of 
its  navigation. 

Mr.  Briggs,  on  leave,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  expenditures 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  quality  and  amount  of 
furniture  purchased  or  contracted  for  for  the  new  cus- 
tom house  in  New  York;  whether  it  “is  plain  and  sub- 
stantial,’’ and  whether  a “proper  economy  has  been  ex- 
ercised in  the  matter,”  Also,  further  to  inquire,  whether 
there  has  been  any  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  the  custom  house  in  the  city  of  N.  York 
or  any  reduction  of  the  expenses  ol  the  same  during  the 
last  year,  and  what  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  num- 
ber of  persons  emploj'ed  in  and  expenses  of  said  cus- 
tom house,  without  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Levy  asked  leave  to  offer  resolutions  of  inquiry 
of  the  secretary  of  war  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
Florida  war;  which  were  not  received,  objection  be- 
ing made,  and  which  are  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  house  the  cause  of  the  recent-  unobstructed 
appearance  of  the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida  in  the  midst 
of  the  settlements  at  Mandarin;  what  force  was  station- 
ed in  that  vicinity  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
east  of  the  St.  John’s,  and  what  measures  were  taken 
for  the  pursuit  and  punishment  of  the  marauders. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  house  what  measures  are  employed 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Florida,  and  whether  any,  and  what,  further  le- 
gislation is  necessary  to  enable  the  executive  to  provide 
for  the  due  protection  and  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Indian  hostilities  still  pending. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  secretary  be  further  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  house  what  number  of  murders  have 
been  committed  by  the  Indians  in  Florida  since  the  dis- 
bandment of  Read’s  brigade  of  volunteers,  and  of  the 
causes  which  prevent  such  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  settlements  in  Florida  as  will  give  proper  security  of 
person  and  property  to  the  citizens  of  said  territory. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  secretary  be  furiher  directed 
lo  report  to  ibis  house  what  forces  have  been  withdrawn 
from  Florida  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session 
of  congress,  the  disposilion  made  of  the  force  thus  with- 
drawn, and  the  reason  of  its  withdrawal. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Fillmore  requested  his  colleague  (Mr.  Chitten- 
den) to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  as 
many  who  were  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law  would  not  vote  to  lay  on  the  table;  and  that 
the  question  be  taken  on  the  instructions,  as  this 
would  be  a test  question. 

Mr.  Chittenden  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  Mr.  Warren  asked 
a division  of  the  question,  and  moved  to  lay  the  in- 
structions on  the  table. 

After  brief  conversation  on  a point  of  order,  the 
yeas  and  nays,  having  been  asked  and  ordered,  were 
taken,  and  resulted:  yeas  89,  nays  114. 

Thus  the  instructions  were  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  now  being  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question;  Mr.  Lane  appealed  to  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Cravens),  to  withdraw  his  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  to  enable  him  to  make  a 
statement  in  reference  to  his  vote  on  the  question 
now  pending. 

Mr.  Cravens  accordingly  withdrew  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Lane  said  that  at  the  extra  session  he  had  vot- 
ed for  the  bankrupt  bill,  not  in  accordance  with  his 
own  judgment,  but  in  obedience  to  instructions,  those 
instructions  he  considered  still  binding,  and  should, 


as  at  present  advised,  vote  against  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  but  were  it  not  for  the  instructions  he 
should  certainly  vote  for  its  repeal. 

[Cries  of  “order,  order,”  were  here  raised,  and 
Mr.  L.  concluded  by  renewing  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question.] 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  that  he  might  state  the  reasons  for 
his  vote. 

[Cries  of  “no,  no.”] 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed by  the  house. 

And  the  question  being,  “Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?” 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered  by  the  house,  and  being  taken  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  109,  nays  97. 

So  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  being  the  main  question  on  the 
instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  a bill  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Weller  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  the  question  decided  in  the  affirmative 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Arrington, 
Atherton,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  B >wne, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown.  Burke,  William 
Butler.  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick 
C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thos. 
.T.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clif-* 
ford,  Clinton,  Cowen,  Cravens.  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Goguin,  W. 
O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gusline,  Harris, 
John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous- 
ton, Hubard,  Hunter.  Charles  J.  Ingcrsoll,  Jack,  Cave 
Johnson,  Keitn,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lowell,  A. 
McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand.  A. 
Marshall,  T.  F.  Marshall,  John  Thompson  Mason,  Ma- 
thews, Mattocks,  Medill,  Miller,  Morris,  Newhard.  Ows- 
ley, Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Plumer,  Pope,  Proffit, 
Ramsey,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Sanford, 
Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  William  Smith,  Snyder, 
Sollers,  Steenrod,  Alexander  II.  H.  Stuart,  Summers, 
Sumter,  Sweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Wes'brook,  Jas.  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Augustus  Young — 115. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews, 
Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blah,  Boardman, 
Borden,  (Brewster,  Brings,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton 
Brown.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clarlt, 
Staley  N.  Clarke.  Cooper,  Cranston.  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore, 
A.  Lawrence  Foster.  Gates,  Giddings,  Granger,  Gwin, 
Habersham,  Hall,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henrv,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin.  William  W. 
Irwin,  James,  W.  Cost  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  McKeon,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Mathiot,  Maxwell,  Maynard.  Meriwether,  Moore, 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alex- 
ander Randall,  Randolph.  Ridgwav,  Rodney,  Roosevelt, 
William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Snltonstall,  Simon- 
ton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton, 
J.  T.  Stuart.  Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Van  Rens- 
selaer,.Wallace,  Warren,  Washington.  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams.  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop, 
Wood,  Yorke,  John  Young — 93. 

Thus  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  was  instruct- 
ed “to  report  a bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.” 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  a reconsideration  of  this 
vote;  and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  then  ordered  by  the 
house,  and  the  main  question  on  the  motion  of  recon- 
sideration was  decided  in  the  negative  without  a di- 
vision. 

The  second  division  of  the  question,  viz.  on  the  re- 
ference of  the  petition  was  then  carried. 

Mr.  Marshall  presented  a memorial  from  the  cham- 
ber of  commerce  of  Louisville,  and  also  a petition 
very  numerously  signed  from  citizens  of  Louisville, 
praying  for  a repeal  of  the  bunkrupt,  law. 

Mr.  M.  moved  to  refer  these  petitions  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to  that  com- 
mittee to  report  a bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law 
forthwith;  and  on  this  motion  asked  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  “forth- 
with.” 

Mr.  Marshall  then  modified  his  instructions  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  “forthwith,”  and  inserting  “Mon- 
day next.” 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded. 

Mr.  Irvin  moved  an  adjournment. 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered, 
and  the  house  refused  to  adjourn;  yeas  38,  nays  158. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question;  Mr.  Marshall  said  he  had  just  un- 
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derstood  that  the  regular  day  of  meeting  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  was  Tuesday,  and  he  would  there- 
fore modify  his  motion  by  inserting  “Tuesday”  in- 
stead of  “Monday.” 

The  previous  question  was  then  carried  without  a 
division. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  main  question,  Mr. 
Barnard  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  on  the  reference  of  the  peti- 
tions to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law,  on 
Tuesday  next,  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Bee- 
son, Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Bowrie,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Burke,  S.  II.  Butler,  William  Butler, 
Wm.  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well, John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  .1. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clillord, 
Clinton,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Rich’d 
D.  Davis,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Ed- 
wards, Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Goggin, 
Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green, Gustine,  Har- 
ris, John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Iiubard.  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Mar- 
cliand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  John  T. 
Mason,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Medill,  Miller,  Newhard, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Troffit,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rliett,  Riggs,  Sanford,  Saun- 
ders, Shaw,  Shepperd,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Sellers, 
Stecnrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter, 
Sweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Van  Buren,  Ward,  Watlerson,  Weller,  West- 
brook, James  W.  Williams,  Christo.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Augustus  Young— 112. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews, 
Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Boardmati, 
Borden,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  S. 
N.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Cranston,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Fessen- 
den, Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble;  Gates, 
Granger,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Wm. 
W.  Irwin,  James, William  Cost  Johnson,  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, Lane,  Lawrence,  Linn,  McKeon,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Mathiot,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Pendleton,  Be  jamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Ridg way,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell, 

- James  M.  Russell,  Saltoustai!,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Talia- 
ferro, R.  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilliughast, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  Washington,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  L. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Winlhrop,  Wood,  Yorke,  J. 
Young — SS. 

Mr.  Gentry  moved  to  reconsider  this  vote. 

Mr.  Weller  demanded  the  previous  question  on  this 
motion. 

Without  a division  the  demand  for  the  previous 
was  seconded;  the  previous  question  was  carried;  and 
the  main  question  on  the  reconsideration  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  this  was  a great  national  festival 
— the  8th  of  January.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Triplett  said  he  hoped  that  they  would  not  ad- 
journ lbr  this  very  reason. 

[Crier  of  “order,”  “order.”] 

Before  the  question  of  adjournment  was  taken;  the 
speaker  said  he  had  received  certain  executive  com- 
munications which  he  wished  to  present  to  the  house. 
He  then  laid  before  the  house  a communication  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting,  in  obedience  to 
law,  a list  of  coutracts  made  by  the  various  branches 
of  the  war  department  of  the  past  year. 

Mr.  Stanly  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows; 
yeas  116,  nays  80. 

The  house  then  adjourned  to  Monday,  at  12  o’clock. 

Monday,  Jan.  10.  The  rev.  John  N.  Maffit,  the 
elected  chaplain  of  this  house,  appeared  and  made 
prayer  for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  said  that  in  the  present  em- 
barrassed state  of  the  treasury,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to 
dispense  with  further  proceedings  on  the  call  of  pe- 
titions for  the  present,  that  the  house  might  proceed 
with  the  bill  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 
He  hoped  this  would  be  done. 

And  he  desired  to  state  a single  fact.  He  under- 
stood from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  the  pow- 
er heretofore  exercised  of  issuing  treasury  notes  was 
now  exhausted,  and  that  unless  some  means  could  be 
supplied  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  treasury, 
from  tins  time  warrants  must  cease  to  issue.  Matters, 
therefore,  were  come  to  a point  where  the  character 
of  the  nation  was  involved,  and  he  did  hope  that  the 
house  would  consent  to  take  up  the  bill  and  dispose 
of  it  in  one  way  or  other,  and  on  his  motion, 


The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
Virginia,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 
Before  the  question  was  stated  from  the  chair — 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said  that,  when  the  committee 
rose  last  Thursday,  the  pending  question  was  on  a 
point  of  order  raised  on  an  amendment  introduced  by 
himself  providing  for  the  repeal  of  the  distribution 
law  of  the  last  session.  He  now  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  one  or  two  slight  amend- 
ments had  been  recommended  in  the  bill,  which  he 
desired  now  to  suggest. 

The  first  was,  to  strike  out  from  the  fourth  and 
fifth  lines  the  words  “in  lieu  of  those  heretofore  or 
hereafter  redeemed.” 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  without  a division.  So  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

M r.  Fillmore  said  there  was  a corresponding  amend- 
ment, merely  verbal,  which  he  desired  to  offer.  It 
was  to  strike  out  from  the  end  of  the  11th  line  to  the 
end  of  the  14th  the  following  words: 

“And  as  modified  by  an  act  entitled  ‘An  act  addi- 
tional to  the  act  on  the  subject  of  treasury  notes,’ 
approved  the  31st  of  March,  1840.” 

Which  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Weller  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had  here- 
tofore, when  the  wants  of  the  treasury  required  it, 
voted  in  favor  of  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  for  the 
purpose  of  anticipating  the  accruing  revenue  of  the 
country,  (and  Mr.  W.  alluded  more  particularly  to 
his  course  on  that  policy).  He  was  willing  to  vote 
forfhem  now — but  in  issuing  these  notes  some  fund 
ouglit  to  be  provided  for  their  redemption.  The  bill 
before  the  committee  required  the  recognition,  on 
the  part  of  this  house,  of  a loan  bill.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  to  strike  out  that  proviso  in  the 
bill,  and  when  that  was  done,  he  was  willing  to  vote 
for  it.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to  vote  against 
the  bill  simply  becase  the  proposition  came  from  an 
administration  to  which  he  was  opposed — and  most 
especially  so,  when  the  present  state  of  the  treasury 
was  taken  into  consideration. 

He  should  offer  his  amendment  not  for  the  purpose 
of  embarrassing  the  bill — for  he  was  as  anxious  as 
any  one  that  a vote  should  be  taken — but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  a vote  on  the  question  of  restoring  to 
the  treasury  that  which  had  unconstitutionally  been 
taken  from  it. 

Mr.  W.  then  offered  the  following  as  an  additional 
section: 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of 
the  act  passed  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1841, 
entitled,  “an  act  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  granting 
pre-emption  rights,”  as  provdes  for  the  distribution  of 
the  said  fund  among  the  states  and  territories  and 
District  of  Columbia,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
suspended;  and  that  the  said  fund  shall  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  outstanding  treasury  notes  as  well 
as  those  authorised  to  be  issued  under  this  act. 

The  chairman  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out  of  or- 
der, and  the  decision  of  the  chair  after  some  discus- 
sion was  sustained,  by  yeas  92,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  warned  the  commit- 
tee that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  inflict  a long  or 
set  speech  upon  them;  he  rose  but  briefly  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  he  should  oppose  the  bill  now  un- 
der consideration.  He  had  heretofore,  though  under 
different  circumstances,  avowed  his  decided  opposi- 
tion to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes;  and  he  had  done 
so  because  he  believed  that,  as  a means  of  supplying 
the  wants  of  the  treasury,  it  was  insidious  in  its  cha- 
racter, and  tended  to  undue  extravagance  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  government.  So  long  as  a govern- 
ment was  able  to  relieve  its  wants  by  the  emission 
of  treasury  notes,  it  would  not  be  very  likely  to  go- 
vern itself  by  the  principles  of  economy;  but  if  it 
were  compelled,  on  the  contrary,  to  resort  to  loans, 
it  would  find  itself  under  the  necessity  of  shunning 
extravagant  and  profligate  expenditure.  This  was 
one  of  the  considerations  which  had  actuated  him  in 
opposing  the  system.  But  there  were  others  no  less 
worthy  of  consideration,  to  which  he  would  briefly 
advert  without  entering  further  into  them. 

As  practical  statesmen,  they  were  called  upon  to 
provide  means  to  relieve  the  pressing  wants  of  the 
treasury;  this  ail  must  admit;  but,  in  selecting  those 
means,  they  were  bound  to  adopt  such  as,  while  they 
furnished  a supply  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  trea- 
sury, would  at  the  same  time  promote  the  prosperity 
and  advance  the  true  interests  of  the  people.  The 
question  now  to  be  looked  at  was  this:  Will  treasu- 

ry notes  have  this  effect  to  the  same  extent  as  a loan? 
If  not  then  congress  was  bound  to  reject  the  one  and 
adopt  the  other.  Every  body  knew  that,  should  trea- 
sury notes  be  issued  with  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
they  would  soon  find  their  way  into  the  pockets  of 


capitalists,  and  never  would  get  into  general  circu- 
lation; but  should  a loan  be  negotiated,  either  at 
home  or  abroad — more  especially  if  obtained  abroad 
— the  amount  would  obtain  general  circulation  in  the 
country,  and  thus  the  paper  money  market  would 
be  proportionably  relieved;  and  thus  the  people 
would  be  benefited  at  the  same  time  with  the  go- 
vernment. For  this  reason  Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  a 
loan. 

But  the  committee  were  told  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  that 
the  government  was  in  a state  of  embarrassment,  and 
such  embarrassment  as  required  immediate  relief. 

It  might  be  so;  if  the  chairman  stated  this  to  be  the 
case  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  so;  but  let  it  not  be 
forgotten  that  embarrassment  extended  beyond  the 
government  alone;  the  same  embarrassment,  the  same 
need  of  immediate  relief,  was  pressing  on  the  people 
in  an  equal  degree.  If  the  government  was  to  be  re- 
lieved, let  the  people  be  relieved  too;  a loan  would 
operate  to  relieve  both. 

Mr.  C.  admitted  that  the  Van  Buren  party  might  con- 
sistently enough  go  for  this  bill;  but  lie  was  astonish- 
ed, he  was  astounded,  when  he  saw  the  whig  party, 
with  which  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  acting,  aban- 
don the  principles  for  which  they  had  so  long  and 
so  strenuously  contended  and  lend  their  support  to  a 
system  they  had  so  vehemently  denounced  as  impo- 
litic, and  fraught  with  all  mischief.  He  was  espe- 
cially surprised  to  see  his  friend  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Fillmore)  bringing  forward  a bill  of  this  charac- 
ter, and  to  find  him  sustained  by  others  who  formerly 
agreed  with  him  in  opposing  the  entire  system.  The 
gentleman,  to  be  sure,  told  the  committee  that  an 
exigency  had  arisen,  and  that  speedy  relief  was  in- 
dispensable; that  the  government’s  drafts  had  actual- 
ly been  protested,  and  that  the  treasury  must  be  re- 
lieved, and  that  without  delay.  Who  could  forget 
with  what  pertinacity,  from  day  to  day,  and  from 
week  to  week,  at  a late  session  of  congress,  the  whigs 
had  resisted  this  expedient  for  relief?  And  was  not 
a tale  equally  pathetic  at  that  time  sounded  in  their 
ears  by  the  then  chairman  of  the  finance  committee 
(Mr.  Jones)?  Had  not  that  gentleman  represented  to 
congress  the  distressing  embarrassment  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

They  first  opposed  getting  the  bill  into  committee; 
and,  when  defeated  in  this  by  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  they  made  fight  again  on  taking  the  bill  into 
the  house,  then  on  the  previous  question,  then  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  its  third  reading,  and  again  on  its 
final  passage,  when  but  5 out  of  110  or  112  whig 
votes  were  cast  in  its  favor.  But  one  short  year  had 
elapsed,  and  now  the  very  same  men  who  had  then 
so  resolutely  opposed  the  measure  were  the  first  to 
bring  it  forward,  and  give  it  their  support.  He  was 
not  merely  surprised,  he  was  confounded  at  such  a 
spectacle. 

Mr.  C.  had  opposed  treasury  notes  on  principle; 
and  not  from  any  factious  opposition  to  Martin  V an 
Buren. 

But  it  was  said  that  we  must  issue  treasury  notes 
because  a loan  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  country; 
and  if  we  got  it  at  all,  we  must  obtain  it  in  the  fo- 
reign money  market,  which  would  require  three  or 
four  months  delay;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  govern- 
ment would  be  left  without  funds  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments. But  let  gentlemen  recollect  that  the  entire 
American  people  were  in  the  like  condition;  that  mul- 
titudes of  creditors  had  not  merely  had  their  claims 
postponed,  but  had  lost  them  altogether.  Let  gen- 
tlemen compare  the  condition  of  the  people  with 
that  of  the  government;  and  when  they  reflected  on 
this,  a delay  of  three  or  four  months  would  not  be  so 
much  deprecated.  Was  the  exigency  of  the  govern- 
ment greater  than  that  of  the  whole  people?  He  hoped 
some  advocate  of  the  bill  would  remember  and  reply 
to  this  question. 

It  was  no  reason  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  that 
Martin  Van  Buren  had  been  ejected  from  power,  and 
that  another  administration  had  succeeded  to  that 
then  in  possession  of  the  government.  Mr.  C.  was 
not  sure  but  a little  adversity  might  teach  the  gov- 
ernment that  which  it  seemed  to  have  been  unable  to 
learn  from  the  overwhelming  elections  of  the  last 
fall,  viz.  that  it  must  return  to  whig  measures,  and 
that  this  was  the  only  means  of  conciliating  to  itself 
the  confidence  of  the  nation.  Had  the  measures  re- 
commended, and  passed  by  the  whig  majorities  of 
both  houses,  been  carried  into  effect,  there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  this  resort  to  treasury  notes; 
then  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  loan  now  become  so  necessary.  Let  the  govern- 
ment learn,  by  bitter  experience,  the  error  into  which 
they  had  fallen,  and  let  them,  though  late,  retrace 
their  steps.  But,  alas!  there  was  now  little  hope  of 
this:  they  had  waded  in  so  far,  that  “returning  were 
as  tedious  as  go  o’er.” 

Mr.  C.  did  not  intend  to  indulge  in  any  language 
disrespectful  to  the  gouernment;  but  he  should  like  to 
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see  it  resorting  to  such  measures  as  would  promote 
not  merely  its  own  inconvenience,  but  the  good  of  the 
people  also.  But  again  he  must  say  he  had  very  lit- 
tle hope  of  this.  He  knew — yes,  he  knew — that  he 
who,  hy  an  afllicting  and  disastrous  infliction  of  Pro- 
vidence, was  now  at  the  head  of  the  government,  had 
long  been  wooing  a certain  damsel  called  loeofoco- 
ism;  that  he  had  been  courting  her  with  all  those  win- 
ning and  almost  irresistible  blandishments  which  a 
gentleman  of  the  old  dominion  knew  so  well  how  to 
employ;  but  he  believed  that  she  would  prefer  to 
yield  her  favor  to  a gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  at 
the  other  end  of  the  capitol,  or  to  “Old  Bullion,”  : 
than  to  the  very  consistent  and  distinguished  individ-  \ 
ual  now,  by  brevet  of  the  honorable  gentleman  sitting  ! 
before  him,  (Mr.  Botts ),  a “captain.”  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Wise  here  interposed.  He  said  the  gentleman 
had  twice  repeated  the  assertion  that  “he  knew”  that 
the  president  had  been  paying  court  to  the  damsel  of 
locofocoism;  now  Mr.  W.  challenged  him  to  the  proof. 
Mr.  W.  was  not  willing  to  receive  that  gentleman’s 
testimony  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cooper  replied  : By  his  acts,  by  his  acts  let  him 
be  judged.  Who  were  his  counsellors?  Where  they 
whigs?  He  was  aware  the  gentleman  would  not 
value  his  endorsement  as  authority,  nor  had  the  gen-  j 
tleman’s  denial  that  much  weight  (snapping  his  ling-  j 
ers)  with  him;  but  he  would  point  the  gentleman  to  j 
an  editorial  article  in  the  Madisonian,  the  admitted  ’ 
mouthpiece  of  the  administration,  in  which  it  was  j 
expressly  declared  that  the  president  “was  no  whig.”  I 
And  if  so,  was  it  likely  he  would  counsel  with  mem-  j 
bers  of  the  whig  party?  Was  not  the  inference  : 
irresistible  that  he  would  take  his  counsel  from  men  j 
of  the  party  opposed  to  them?  Who  had  not  seen  in 
that  paper  that  from  day  to  day  the  whigs,  as  a par- 
ty, were  denounced  in  the  foulest  and  most  abusive  j 
terms?  Mr.  C.  wished  to  say  nothing  disrespectful  to  j 
the  president;  he  knew  that  nothing  was  to  be  made  [ 
by  it;  and  he  iiad  refrained  from  doing  so.  He  might  [ 
bring  a great  many  proofs  to  show  that  the  courtship 
to  which  he  had  alluded  had  been  going  on  ever  since 
the  8th  or  9th  of  June  last.  Plad  he  known  that  he 
should  have  been  called  upon  for  the  evidence,  he 
should  have  brought  ample  documents  to  show  not 
only  that  such  a courtship  had  commenced,  but  that 
it  was  still  in  progress.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Wise  again  rising  to  put  a question — said  he 
had  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for 
proofs  not  of  his  belief,  but  of  his  personal  knowledge, 
that  such  was  the  fact.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  j 
he  knew  it;  he  knew  that  the  president  had  been  1 
courting  the  locofocos.  He  wanted  the  gentleman  j 
to  say  whether  he  knew  this  of  his  own  personal  j 
knowledge;  and  he  had  not  expected  that  the  gentle-  | 
man  would  have  referred  to  mere  newspaper  para- 
graphs. Pie  cared  not  who  asserted  it  was  so,  Mr. 
W.  contradicted  the  assertion;  and  he  again  demand- 
ed whether  the  gentleman  asserted  it  from  his  own 
private  personal  knowledge? 

Mr.  Cooper  replied  that  these  little  love  passages 
usually  happened  in  secret;  it  was  not  usual  for  the 
public  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  billet  do ux  which 
passed  between  lovers;  but  there  were  certain  intelli- 
gible indications,  certain  “nods  and  winks,  and 
wreathed  smiles,”  by  which  the  state  of  the  melting 
dears  was  as  well  known  as  if  it  had  been  put  into  a 
written  document  and  signed  “John  Doe”  and  “Amy 
Roe.”  [loud  laughter.]  When  he  looked  at  the 
movements  of  the  executive,  at  his  appointments, 
and  at  the  abuse  heaped  upon  the  whigs  by  all  his 
organs,  greater  and  smaller,  and  its  conformity  to  the 
torrents  of  the  same  material  which  had  been  poured 
out  upon  the  soundest  whigs  of  the  country  for  the 
last  twelve  years,  the  proof  must  be  admitted  by  any 
candid  man  to  be  suflicient  to  convict  the  president 
of  the  fact  before  any  jury  of  twelve  honest  men:  if 
the  delict  were  a capital  offence,  Mr.  C.  should  great- 
ly fear  the  president  would  be  in  danger  of — of — 
hanging.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Proffit  here  expressed  his  hope  that  there 
would  be  a general  understanding  that  the  friends  of 
the  president  would  be  allowed  to  answer  the  gen- 
tleman. It  was  a fact  that  almost  every  diplomatic 
appointment  made  since  president  Tyler  had  come 
into  office  had  been  made  from  among  those  who 
were  opposed  to  him  in  politics. 

Mr.  Cooper , resuming,  replied  that  there  might  be 
a very  good  reason  for  that:  he  greatly  questioned 
whether  the  president  could  find  enough  of  his  own 
friends  to  fill  the  diplomatic  offices  of  the  country. 
[A  laugh.] 

Mr.  C.  repeated  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  issue 
of  Treasury  notes  on  principle;  not  because  they 
were  a measure  of  president  Tyler’s  any  more  than 
because  they  were  a measure  of  president  Van  Bu- 
ren’s;  but  because  it  was  an  insidious  mode  of  creatT 
ing  a public  debt — a mode  that  the  people  did  not 
know  till  the  debt  was  upon  them,  and  they  found  out 
the  fact  by  the  embarrassment  it  produced;  it  was  at- 


tended with  evils  that  would  not  accompany  a loan,  | 
and  therefore  he  preferred  the  latter.  He  desired  to 
preserve  his  consistency;  not,  however,  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  true  interests  of  his  country,  for  he  had 
no  belief  that  they  would  be  sacrificed,  but  would, 
on  the  contrary,  be  promoted  and  secured  by  adopt- 
ing another  mode  of  relieving  the  necessities  of  the 
government. 

Mr.  Proffit , of  Indiana,  took  the  floor  amid  cries  of 
“adjourn,  adjourn, go  on,  goon!”  Mr.  P.  with  some 
appearance  of  indignation,  exclaimed,  yes,  you  can 
cry  “go  on,  go  on,”  but  when  your  own  friends  are 
on  the  floor,  you  can  vote  to  adjourn  at  halfrpast  one! 
But  no  matter;  it  requires  no  time  to  be  prepared  to 
defend  the  president  from  such  charges  as  have  been 
made  against  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Cooper):  his  friends  here  are  ready  to  rise 
at  any  time— at  any  moment — and  maintain  his  cause 
in  spite  of  all  threats,  and  all  the  sneers  that  can  be 
heaped  upon  us.  He  should  think  that  their  enemies 
might  have  learned,  by  this  time,  that  they  could 
gain  nothing  by  threats,  or  by  burning  in  effigy;  that 
nothing  could  ever  deter  the  friends  of  the  president 
from  their  course.  What  had  this  courtship  of  the  : 
president  to  do  with  treasury  notes?  Could  not  the 
bill  before  the  committee  be  discussed  without  drag-  I 
ging  these  miserable  party  politics  into  the  debate? 
He  should  not  stoop  to  ask  whether  there  existed 
such  a cabal  as  had  been  charged.  Was  he  going 
into  the  miserable  puddlehole  of  party,  while  the 
administration  was  calling  for  his  aid?  No,  never. 
What  did  the  gentleman  charge?  The  gentleman  had 
accused  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  his 
secretary  of  the  treasury  of  being  derelict  to  their 
duty,  because  they  asked  for  treasury  notes  after  the 
secretary  had  repeatedly — yes,  over  and  over— said 
that  he  could  not  raise  money  on  a loan!  What  had 
the  gentleman  further  said?  He  had  asked  why  the 
administration  had  not  draughted  a bill  for  treasury 
notes  at  the  last  session?  and  what  was  the  answer? 
There  was  a little  Spartan  band  in  that  house  which 
had  stood  up  against  the  majority;  and  now  they  were 
told  that  they  could  have  passed  the  bill  had  they  so 
pleased!  Then  they  had  been  ridiculed,  yes,  taunt- 
ed, yea,  mocked  at,  as  not  being  enough  to  fill  a cab, 
[laughter],  and  now  they  were  spoken  of  as  a great 
party  who  could  carry  any  measure  they  pleased. — 
A gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.  C ■ Johnson) 
had  said  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  had 
left  his  good  and  gallant  whig  ship  with  all  her  sails 
set,  and  a favorable  breeze,  to  go  into  the  little  mis- 
erable cockboat  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (viz. 
Mr.  Proffit.)  Yes,  and  if  Mr.  P.  knew  the  president, 
he  would  leave  any  ship  for  not  merely  a cockboat, 
but  for  a single  plank  floating  on  the  great  ocean  of 
public  sentiment!  Yes,  he  would  look  to  the  people, 
to  the  people!  He  was  not  the  president  of  a party. 
The  president  of  a party,  forsooth!  Mr.  P.  said 
“look  to  the  country;”  that  was  what  he  saw.  When 
gentlemen  said  they  were  courting  the  Van  Buren 
party,  he  did  not  so  understand  it.  He  had  held  con- 
versations with  the  president  of  these  United  States 
as  freely  as  any  man  of  his  age  in  that  house,  [loud 
laughter],  yet  he  was  never  the  man  to  say  one  word 
to  please  the  ear  of  power;  and  he  could  here  say 
that  in  all  those  conversations  he  had  never  heard 
John  Tyler  speak  one  word  that  he  would  not  have 
been  willing  to  put  on  paper  and  show  to  all  the 
world.  As  to  the  insinuations  that  the  president  was 
looking  to  the  support  of  his  own  power,  where  was 
the  proof?  There  was  none.  Had  the  administra- 
tion carried  out  its  own  principles?  Had  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  for  instance,  clearly  and  explicitly 
stated  the  w'antsof  that  department?  Had  the  secre- 
tary of  war  given  any  accurate  statements  of  the 
true  condition  of  the  army?  Had  notthe  secretary  of 
the  treasury  done  his  duty?  Where  was  any  evasion 
or  subterfuge?  Had  not  the  president  given  itis  views 
as  to  our  fiscal  affairs?  had  he  not  spoken  clearly  and 
explicitly?  Was  there  any  evasion  in  his  communi- 
cations? No,  none.  And  yet,  said  Mr.  P.  because  I, 
or  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (supposed  to  mean 
Mr.  IFise),  or  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (not 
understood  which),  or  other  friends  of  the  president 
on  this  floor,  express  our  sentiments  freely,  what  are 
we  told?  “Oh  ! the  guard  differ.”  Well,  if  they  did, 
it  was  a proof  of  their  honesty.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania 

[Here  Mr.  Cooper  interposed.  I never  referred  to 
the  “guard” — I never  mentioned  them — they  never 
came  into  my  mind.  As  to  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana (Mr.  Proffit)  I never  once  thought  of  him. — 
[Loud  laughter.] 

Mr.  Proffit  resumed.  I did  not  say  that  he  thought 
of  me;  but  I will  make  him  think  of  me;  I mean 
we  shall  be  heard  of.  [Convulsions  of  laughter]. 
Gentlemen  tell  us  what  to  do — we  will  tell  them 
what  they  shall  do!  Tell  me  these  things?  Why,  if 
gentlemen  assume  positions  they  cannot  sustain  by 
their  own  personal  knowledge  or  that  of  others,  it 


will  go  to  the  country:  and  if  we  do  not  contradict 
them,  it  will  be  said  it  is  because  we  could  not.  I 
deny — here — positively — that  the  president  ever,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  made  overtures  to  any  party  or 
faction. 

Mr.  Cooper.  I never  said  that  he  actually  popped 
the  question.  [Loud  laughter.] 

Mr.  Proffit.  If  he  had  had  a question  to  pop,  he 
would  have  popped  it  as  promptly  as  he  popped  his 
veto;  there  was  no  consulting  then  with  whig  lead- 
ers who  climbed  out  of  back  windows.  [Much  noise 
and  not  a little  merriment  in  the  hall].  If  the  pre- 
sident cannot  sustain  himself  before  congress,  he  can 
before,  the  people.  What  is  the  necessity  for  these  in- 
sinuations? What  is  gained  by  it?  Will  the  people 
ever  believe  that  such  things  are  necessary?  No, 
they  won’t.  Will  not  the  people  see  that  these  are 
party  misrepresentations?  Yes,  they  will. 

What  are  the  true  grounds  of  this  debate?  Are 
not  the  questions  these:  1st.  Does  the  country  re- 
quire these  treasury  notes?  2d.  Can  we  conscien- 
tiously vote  for  them?  3d.  Will  a loan  be  better; 
and,  if  so,  can  we  get  the  money  by  loan?  For  one, 

I am  ready  to  vote  for  any  appropriation  which  shall 
be  necessary  till  the  country  gets  back  to  its  true  po- 
sition. That  is  what  I Say.  If  we  cannot  get  the 
money,  then  let  us  take  the  best  measures  in  our 
power.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  intended  to  say  a 
word  on  this  bill;  but  when  these  several  questions 
should  come  up,  he  was  ready  to  discuss  them  fairly 
and  heartily,  and  look  to  the  people  as  the  ground- 
work and  basis  of  every  thing.  When  a question  of 
finance  or  of  appropriation  came  up,  let  them  dis- 
cuss it  like  men;  this  business  of  petty  party  politics 
and  pettifogging  never  should  be  regarded. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  issuing  treasury  notes,  Mr. 
P.  was  balancing.  His  mind  was  not  made  up;  no- 
thing could  justify  these  emissions  but  an  exigency; 
he  was  opposed  to  introducing  them  as  a paper  cur- 
rency, and  to  conceal  the  true  state  of  the  public  debt. 
What  did  the  whigs  say  last  sesson?  They  struck 
a balance  to  show  the  amount  of  public  debt,  and 
authorised  a loan,  but  they  could  not  get  the  money. 
It  was  asked,  in  reference  to  the  present  state  of  the 
treasury,  “who  did  it?”  He  did  not  know  about  that. 
Was  that  a reason  to  attack  and  abuse  the  president? 
No.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
was  mistaken  in  his  position;  we  must  now  issue, 
treasury  notes,  or  let  the  government  be  digraced.  If 
this  question  about  billing  and  cooing  was  to  be  dis- 
cussed here,  when  the  government  was  in  an  ex- 
tremity, they  might  as  well  break  up  and  go  home. 
The  people  would  understand  it;  they  would  under- 
stand the  whole  matter;  and  in  five  years  time  there 
would  be  no  party  at  all;  the  people  would  all  be  on 
one  side.  For  his  own  part  disregarding  men  that 
might  get  up  here  and  propose  their  different  plans, 
he  meant  to  come  out  for  the  public  good,  and  for 
the  public  honor.  That  was  what  he  intended  to  do. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Ky.  next  rose  to  address  the 
house.  He  said  that  the  subject  under  debate  was 
one  in  which  he  felt  an  uncommon  degree  of  inte- 
rest, else  he  should  not  have  risen  to  speak  upon  it, 
for  he  felt  an  indomitable  repugnance  to  be  dragged 
out  into  debate  in  that  body.  He  had  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  whose  laborious, 
indefatigable  exertions  to  obtain  information  touch- 
ing this  entire  subject  he  was  well  acquainted,  and 
of  which  he  felt  afraid  to  speak  as  they  deserved,  if 
he  knew  any  facts,  of  his  own  personal  knowledge, 
independent  of  what  had  been  officially  communi- 
cated to  him  from  the  head  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, as  to  the  ability  of  the  government  to  raise  the 
money  necessary  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  trea- 
sury byr  other  means  than  this  proposed  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes?  To  him  it  had  appeared,  and  he  said 
this  without  meaning  in  the  slightest  degree  to  re- 
flect either  on  the  president  or  upon  his  organ  on 
this  floor — (turning  to  Mr.  Proffit),  [loud  laughter] 
— without  any  wish  to  provoke  the  president  to  make 
a “pop”  of  any  kind  against  that  house,  (though  as- 
suredly, if  he  were  disposed  to  do  so,  he  had  here  a 
pop-gun  ready) — [increasing  merriment] — without 
the  slightest  possible  imputation  upon  “the  guard” — 
for  in  truth  he  did  not  know  what  or  who  were 
meant  by  that  term — without  holding  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  or  his  party  responsible — for,  so  heaven 
help  him,  he  never  once  so  much  as  thought  of  hold- 
ing the  gentleman  responsible  here  for  the  president 
of  the  United  States— [laughter] — he  supposed  the 
president  was  as  much  his  president  as  lie  was  the 
gentleman’s;  nor  did  he  know  any  peculiar  right 
that  gentleman  had  to  consider  himself  assailed 
whenever  any  remarks  were  directed  against  the 
executive. 

Mr.  M.  would  say  that  he  never  had  charged  that 
there  was  a cabal  on  that  floor  who  were  the  keep- 
ers of  the  president’s  conscience,  nor  had  he  affirm- 
ed that  they  were  ex  officio  his  cabinet — a charge 
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which  had,  indeed,  been  advanced  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion, but  which  had  been  instantly  repelled  in  strains 
of  manly  eloquence,  whose  tones  of  thunder  had  not 
even  yet  ceased  to  vibrate  the  air.  Nor  could  he 
comprehend  why  the  sensibilities  of  gentlemen  seem- 
ed now  to  be  awakened  into  so  much  vivacity;  he 
could  not  really  understand  it.  And  if  gentlemen 
carried  it  much  further,  his  suspicions  would  begin 
to  be  aroused.  Much  as  Mr.  M.  must  deprecate  and 
deplore  the  course  the  executive  had  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  pursue,  in  regard  to  a great  financial  mea- 
sure which  had  been  submitted  for  his  approval  at 
the  extra  session,  and  which,  had  it  become  a law, 
would  have  saved  the  government  from  being  driven 
on  a course  of  measures  like  that  now  proposed,  yet 
his  deportment  had  ever  been  highly  respectful  to- 
ward that  person  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  re- 
public. Nor  could  he  but  think  that  gentlemen  who 
undertook  to  defend  him  in  the  strain  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  had  just  addressed  the 
house,  but  little  consulted  the  dignity  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

[Here  Mr.  Proffil  interposed,  and  made  some  re- 
mark. 

Mr.  M.  resumed.  Did  any  thing  he  had  said 
amount  to  a charge  against  the  president?  Could 
nothing  be  said  which  seemed  in  any  degree  directed 
towards  that  officer,  but  up  must  pop  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  and  it  was  “we”  and  “we” — quite  in 
royal  style.  [Much  laughter].  And  when  a gentle- 
man, in  reply,  answered  the  gentleman  that  he  had 
not  so  much  as  been  thinking  of  him,  the  gentleman 
threatened  that  he  would  “make  them  think  of  him!” 
he  would  batter  himself  into  their  brains,  nolens  vo- 
lens.  [Laughter]. 

Mr.  M.  had  a question  to  put  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  That  gentleman  knew  the  personal 
respect  Mr.  M.  cherished  towards  him;  none  knew  it 
better;  but  really  the  gentleman’s  course  on  this  oc- 
casion had  been  such  as  to  awaken  some  suspicion. 
This  was  a question  between  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States  and  the  executive  department.  The  house 
had  no  quarrel  with  “the  guard,”  and,  last  and  least 
of  ail,  had  the  house  of  representatives  a question 
with  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  If  that  gentleman 
was  indeed  the  accredited  organ  of  the  president  on 
that  floor,  then  the  president  must  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  what  the  gentleman  said,  and  then  Mr.  M. 
understood  that  “we,”  alias  the  president  and  “the 
guard,”  would  not  appeal  to  that  house,  but  would 
make  our  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
for  the  correctness  of  our  course.  Now,  was  he  to 
understand  from  this  that  the  president  meant  to  be  a 
candidate  in  the  next  presidental  canvass?  If  so,  let 
the  honorable  gentleman,  as  his  organ  and  represen- 
tative here,  make  that  declaration,  then  they  should 
know  what  to  rely  on.  But  to  return  to  his  subject. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the 
bill.  His  repugnance  to  it  was  unutterable  and  in- 
vincible. Would  any  gentleman  tell  him  that  the 
government  of  this  union,  representing  twenty-six 
great,  populous,  powerful  and  independent  states, 
being  in  want  of  money  for  the  public  service,  and 
goiug  into  the  market  with  its  bond  having  twelve 
years  to  run,  at  an  interesL  of  six  per  cent,  could  not 
obtain  it? — an  assertion  which  amounted  to  little 
short  of  a declaration  of  bankruptcy.  If  that  were 
true,  then,  terrible  as  it  was,  the  nation  ought  to 
know  it.  This  country  had  been,  with  an  empty 
treasury,  on  the  eve  of  a war  with  Great  Britain— a 
power  possessing  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  ships 
of  war,  while  we  had  sixty-eight — a power  whose 
fleets,  extending  themselves  along  a line  of  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  miles,  were  able  to  girdle  our  en- 
tire seaboard,  and  might  at  their  pleasure  select  any 
point  oi  attack  they  deemed  the  most  vulnerable — a 
power  who,  had  she  actually  gone  to  war  with  us, 
would  have  found  no  greater  fleet  than  that  to  resist 
her;  and  who,  had  she  made  a descent  upon  the  land, 
would  have  encountered  no  army  but  the  free  and 
hardy  yeomanry  of  the  land.  An  experiment,  in- 
deed, she  would  never  again  make,  but  would  wisely 
confine  hersell  to  the  ocean.  There  would  have  been 
the  field  of  combat;  for 

"Her  march  was  on  the  mountain  wave, 

“Her  home  was  on  the  deep.’’ 

Then  we  must  have  fought,  cost  what  it  might.  And 
did  he  understand  gentiemen  as  asserting  that  we 
could  not,  even  in  that  emergency,  have  raised 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  on  the  bond  of  the  govern- 
ment? So  help  him  heaven  he  did  not  believe  a word 
of  it.  So  far  was  it  from  being  true,  that,  had  the 
necessity  existed,  the  government  could  have  got 
from  this  great  people  a hundred  or  two  hundred  mil- 
lions on  its  simple  scrip. 

But  they  were  told  there  was  a necessity  for  this 
emission  of  treasury  notes.  Mr.  M.  had  denied  it  in 
committee,  and  he  denied  here.  If  the  money  must 
be  had,  he  preferred  a loan.  He  abhorred  the  whole 


treasury  note  system:  not  on  constitutional  grounds, 
for  he  had  not  examined  the  constitutional  question; 
but  he  abhorred  it  on  every  account,  on  national 
grounds;  and,  also,  he  would  frankly  avow  it,  on  par- 
ty grounds.  How  did  we  stand?  The  bank  bill  had 
been  vetoed,  the  bankrupt  law  was  gone,  he  suppos- 
ed the  distribution  law  was  in  little  better  condition, 
the  loan  had  failed,  and  now  they  were  to  be  thrown 
on  the  treasury  note  system.  Heaven  and  earth! — 
What  had  become  of  the  fruit  that  was  to  result  from 
the  extra  session?  [A  laugh  from  a portion  of  the 
house]. 

Then,  with  all  personal  respect,  and  with  the  un- 
derstanding that,  after  he  had  obtained  from  the  ho- 
norable chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  the  information  he  desired,  he  should  be  at  li- 
berty to  resume  the  floor  and  to  comment  upon  it,  he 
would  again  ask  for  the  personal  information  which 
had  been  obtained  by  the  indefatigable  and  persever- 
ing exertious  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  apart  from 
any  facts  contained  in  the  official  letters  or  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  to  the  power  of  the 
government  to  obtain,  in  the  domestic  market,  the 
amount  needed  by  the  treasury  on  loan. 

Mr.  Fillmore  stated,  in  reply,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  official  statement  of  the  secretary,  he  had  been 
permitted  to  see  the  original  correspondence  of  that 
officer  with  our  commercial  cities  on  that  subject, 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  went  fully  to  sustain  the 
statements  made  by  the  secretary  to  the  committee. 
He  had  also  taken  pains  to  acquaint  himself  with  the 
facts  from  those  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  the  money  market;  and  all  he  had  learned 
confirmed  him  in  the  same  belief.  It  was,  indeed,  a 
thing  undoubted  with  him  that  there  existed  no  pro- 
bability, even  if  there  were  a possibility,  of  obtaining 
the  money  needed  by  government  on  the  loan  already 
authorised — no,  not  even  should  the  time  be  extend- 
ed to  twelve  years — without  an  application  to  Euro- 
pean capitalists. 

In  addition,  he  begged  leave  to  say  that  a friend 
and  colleague  of  his,  doubting  that  such  could  be  the 
fact,  he  had  for  his  conviction  obtained  evidence  of 
the  appalling  state  of  the  public  credit  at  the  present 
moment.  He  here  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a letter 
from  Prime,  Ward  & King,  of  New  York,  addressed 
to  himself,  [declaring  it  as  their  opinion  that  no 
amount  could  be  obtained  on  the  United  States  loan, 
even  should  the  time  be  extended  to  twelve  years, 
inasmuch  as  the  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock  had 
been  offered  in  the  market  at  from  three  to  Jive  per  cent., 
and  was  without  buyers.  They  further  stated  that  the 
government  would  have  to  allow  seven  per  cent,  in- 
terest, in  which  case  the  sum  wanted  might  be  ob- 
tained. They  advise  that  bonds  be  given  to  run  sev- 
en years  for  four  millions,  and  that  for  five  millions 
more  treasury  notes  be  issued  bearing  above  seven 
per  cent.,  since  the  notes  bearing  six  per  cent,  were 
at  one  per  cent,  discount.  The  letter  closed  with 
some  very  melancholy  reflections  on  the  present  state 
of  the  government  credit,  and  gloomy  forebodings  as 
to  its  future  depression  to  a still  lower  point,  unless 
speedy  and  efficient  measures  should  be  adopted  for 
its  restoration.] 

Mr.  F.  stated,  in  conclusion,  that  a similar  state- 
ment had  been  made  to  him  from  Boston,  by  the  ho- 
norable Abbot  Lawrence,  late  a representative  from 
that  state. 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed  the  floor.  From  the  letter 
now  read,  he  understood  it  to  be  stated,  on  the  au- 
thority of  Prime,  Ward  & King,  of  New  York,  that 
the  requisite  amount  could  be  obtained  in  the  domes- 
tic market,  if  government  would  pay  an  interest  of  7 
per  cent,  and  make  its  bond  run  twelve  years;  and 
that  it  could  not  be  had  for  less.  That  was  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  credit  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment; and  on  that  basis  it  was  insisted  that  the  go- 
vernment must  return  to  the  system  of  treasury  notes. 
Why?  Would  our  credit  be  any  better  on  treasury 
notes  than  on  the  bond  of  government?  They  could 
not  compel  the  public  creditor  to  take  them  in  pay- 
ment of  his  debt;  and,  if  not,  would  the  public  credit 
be  any  better  on  notes  than  on  bond?  If  Mr.  M. 
should  go  to  a man  to  borrow  a sum  he  had  need  of, 
and  the  man  would  not  let  him  have  the  money  on 
his  bond  under  7 per  cent,  interest,  would  be  let  him 
have  it  at  any  less  interest  on  his  promissory  note? 
If  he  would,  he  must  be  a loser  somewhere.  If,  then, 
these  treasury  notes  were  to  go  at  an  interest  of  6 
per  cent,  it  must  be  by  force — either  by  the  force  of 
necessity  laid  on  the  public  creditor  by  law,  or  by 
actual  stronghanded  despotism,  such  despotism  as 
prevailed  in  ancient  times;  for  no  form  of  modern 
despotism  would  ever  attempt  such  a thing.  The 
state  of  the  public  credit  was  now  correctly  known, 
and  it  certainly  could  not  be  made  any  better  by 
treasury  notes.  In  this  argument  Mr.  M.  reasoned 
fairly  and  sincerely,  not  from  any  party  bias.  He 
did  not  wish,  for  party  sake,  to  see  the  government 
of  his  country  degraded,  tie  was  ready  to  let  her  i 


borrow  on  the  best  terms  she  could  get;  but  those 
terms  never  could  be  better  than  her  credit  was. 
Surely  it  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  gentlemen 
to  cheat  the  public  creditor  to  the  extent  of  the  failure 
of  government  credit  in  the  market;  that  never  could 
be  seriously  intended. 

Unless,  therefore,  he  obtained  more  light  on  a sub- 
ject which  he  did  not  profess  to  understand  as  well  as 
some  gentlemen  in  that  house,  he  must  still  profess 
himself  in  favor  of  the  old  plan — the  whig  plan,  he 
would  call  it — of  giving  the  bond  of  the  government 
on  time.  He  would  rather  give  the  seven  per  cent, 
and  get  the  money  by  loan  than  attempt  this  most 
detestable  of  all  modes  of  raising  money;  a mode  to 
which  he  never  could  be  brought  to  give  his  consent, 
unless  in  the  most  extreme  circumstances  of  necessi- 
ty. If  these  notes  were  forced  on  the  public  credi- 
tor, the  government  cheated  him;  it  dishonored  itself 
by  an  act  of  open  bankruptcy;  and  then  there  should 
be  inserted  a clause  in  the  bankrupt  bill  to  include 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  [A  laugh.] 
What!  talk  of  public  credit?  What  could  so  effectu- 
ally strike  a dagger  through  the  very  heart  of  the 
public  credit  as  this?  What!  this  government  to  turn 
broker?  and  bankrupt  broker  to  boot?  To  shave  on 
its  own  paper?  The  political  school  in  which  he  had 
studied  never  recognised  such  policy  as  that.  It 
might,  to  be  sure,  be  a neat  financial  operation;  but 
it  involved  a question  of  the  national  honor.  If  you 
paid  your  creditors,  pay  them  in  something  that  was 
worth  their  debt.  If  you  could  not  get  the  money  in, 
in  all  conscience  add  the  amount  of  discount,  and  pay 
the  whole. 

It  might  be  a very  unpleasant  and  very  alarming 
thing  to  tell  the  creditors  that  the  credit  of  the  go- 
vernment was  at  seven  per  cent,  below  par;  but  he 
would  tell  them  so;  and,  though  his  constituents 
should  hurl  him  from  his  seat,  he  would  rather  vote 
for  direct  taxes  than  be  driven  to  such  a system. 
There  could  be  no  difference  in  expense  between 
a loan  and  these  notes,  unless  it  was  intended  to 
cheat  the  public  creditor  to  the  extent  of  the  diffe- 
rence. 

Mr.  M.  had  no  desire  to  impeach  this  administra- 
tion, or  any  other;  that  was  not  the  question  now — 
this  was  no  time  to  criminate  and  recriminate,  to  cry 
over  spilt  milk,  or  to  go  back  to  the  causes  which 
had  induced  the  present  state  of  the  country  and  the 
government;  otherwise  a long  train  of  causation  might 
be  traced  up  by  the  eye  of  the  philosophic  statesman. 
There  never  was  an  effect  without  a cause:  and  the 
cause  might  be  pursued,  step  by  step,  back,  and  back, 
till  it  was  shown  how,  from  the  most  palmy  state  of 
prosperity,  and  the  very  highest  condition  of  public 
credit  ever  enjoyed  by  any  nation  on  this  earth — by 
an  erroneous  policy  obstinately  clung  to,  and  still  per- 
sisted in  by  what  was  called  a whig  administration — 
we  had  been  reduced  to  our  present  state  of  public 
shame.  But  he  dared  not  go  into  that  investigation. 
It  was  not  a great  while  ago  when  we  had  a surplus 
revenue  of  thirty-four  millions  per  annum  in  the  trea- 
sury, when  we  had  the  best  currency  under  the  sun; 
a currency  such  as  the  great  governments  of  Europe 
never  did  or  could  possess,  because  none  of  them, 
extending  of  the  same  wide-spread  space,  ever  had  a 
central  power  whose  fiscal  arm  reached  over  the 
whole.  Russia,  France,  Germany,  never  had  such 
a glorious  six-and-twenty  states  with  a government 
whose  hand  controlled  them  all,  and  whose  heart  was 
strong  enough  to  propel  the  vital  blood  through  their 
remotest  extremities.  More  than  that.  This  govern- 
ment was  the  only  one,  in  all  the  history  of  modern 
times,  which  had  ever  paid  off  its  national  debt.  No 
government  was  on  record  since  the  days  of  the  Ro- 
man Empire  which  had  achieved  such  a thing.  But 
the  American  government  had  paid  her’s — paid  it 
all  to  the  last  dollar,  and  that  in  good  hard  genuine 
coin;  ay,  and  had  besides  an  instrument  by  which  it 
could  throw  its  currency  to  all  the  ends  of  the  world 
by  the  mere  scrape  of  a pen.  And  all  this  after 
passing  through  a war  in  which  all  the  odds  were 
against  her,  with  all  the  untamed  onergy  of  a young 
giant.  And  where  was  this  once  glorious  government 
now?  Her  credit  in  the  dust;  openly  disgraced;  asking 
for  twelve  millions,  and  could  not  get  it!  YVho  did 
it? 

But  he  would  not  touch  on  that  theme;  he  alluded 
to  it  only  to  show  the  effects  of  this  miserable,  con- 
temptible, huckstering  scheme  of  temporary  expedi- 
ents. A system  which  had  brought  his  country’s 
honor  so  low,  he  must  “repudiate”  (since  that  was 
now  the  word)  as  a fit  policy  for  such  an  empire  as 
this.  Bad  as  our  credit  now  was,  treasury  notes  never 
would  make  it  any  better,  but  much  worse,  from  the 
damning  acknowledgment  it  involved  that  the  govern- 
ment could  not  get  money  anywhere  else. 

Mr.  Undenoood  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  for 
the  rising  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose;  and 
thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 
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Bankrupt  Law.  Preparations  are  making  by  the  ju- 
dicial authorities  of  the  United  States  for  conveying  the 
provisions  of  the  bankrupt  law  into  effect  within  their 
respective  districts. 

Captain  Bolton.  The  court  martial  which  tried 
Capt.  Bolton,  rendered  the  following  sentence: 

‘■The  court  having  found  captain  William  Compton 
Bolton  guilty  of  ‘disobedience  of  orders,’  in  parting  from 
the  Ohio,  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  on  or  about  the  4i.h  day 
of  April,  1841,  in  violation  of  a verbal  order  conveyed 
to  him  through  passed  midshipman  Cadwallader;  but, 
in  consideration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  order  was 
given,  the  court  only  adjudge  him,  the  said  Capt.  Wrn. 
Compton  Bolton,  to  be  privately  reprimanded  by  the  lion, 
secretary  of  the  navy. 

“The  court  is  further  of  opinion,  that  the  said  cap- 
tain William  Compton  Bolton,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
command,  was  fully  prepared  and  at  all  times  anx- 
ious to  sustain  the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  American 
flag.’’ 

The  letter  of  the  secretary  of  tiie  navy,  conveying  the 
sentence  and  reprimand  to  Capt.  B.  was  as  follows: 

Navi/  department,  Jan.  4,  1842. 

Sir:  I enclose  a copy  of  the  finding  and  sentence  of 
the  naval  general  court  martial  in  your  case,  recently 
tried  at  the  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved. 

To  a person  of  your  high  sense  of  personal  and  profes- 
sional honor,  this  sentence  is  sufficiently  executed  by 
simply  announcing  it. 

You  are  telieved  from  arrest,  and  will  consider  your- 
self as  awaiting  orders.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  A.  P.  UPSHUR. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Bolton,  United  States  navy,  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  Charlestown  and  Fresh  Pond  rail  road,  length 
about  8 miles,  was  opened  the  6th  January.  It  is  de- 
signed as  a substituie  for  waggoning  the  ice  from  the 
pond,  3,000,000  tons  of  which  are  said  to  have  been  ex- 
ported from  there  last  season. 

The  commerce  of  Boston.  During  the  year  1841, 
there  were  6,317  arrivals  at  Boston;  of  which  289  were 
ships,  2S3  barques,  1,227  brigs,  4,341  schooners.  177 
sloops.  1,743  were  foreign  arrivals  and  4,574  coastwise. 
The  clearances  during  the  period  were  4,410,  of  which 
1,569  were  foreign  and  2,841  coastwise.  There  appears 
to  be  about  1,700  more  coastwise  arrivals  than  clear- 
ances, which  is  caused  by  many  vessels  sailing  under  a 
coasting  license  that  never  clear  atthe  custom  house  at 
all. 

Exploring  Expedition.  By  way  of  Mazatlan  and 
Vera  Cruz,  the  Journal  of  Commerce  has  received  a file 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  Polynesian  to  the  31st  July. 

June  26 — -The  United  Stales  exploring  expedition, 
though  fitted  out  as  a peaceful  expedition,  and  with  small 
armaments,  lias  done  more  fighting  and  been  engaged 
in  more  contests,  than  probably  the  remainder  ofihe 
navy  for  the  last  ten  years.  At  the  Feejees  from  70  to  foO 
men  were  killed  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  at  the  King’s 
Mill  group,  from  twelve  to  twenty — and  at  the  Samoa, 
several  villages  were  burnt.  Besides  these,  many  petty 
attacks  have  been  repulsed  without  any  known  loss  of 
life. 

Many  individuals  in  the  United  States  may  be  inclined 
from  ignorance  of  the  character  of  savages,  to  condemn 
these  acts  as  cruel  and  unnecessary,  but  those  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  circumstances,  will  consider  them  proper- 
and  called  for  by  the  treacherous  disposition  of  the  na- 
tives themselves 

Tiie  British  brig  Wave  arrived  at  Honolulu,  July  20th 
from  Columbia  river,  (date  of  leaving  not  mentioned.) 
Wiien  she  left,  “the  U.  8.  ship  Vincennes  and  brig  Por- 
poise still  remained  at  Pugett’s  Sound,  Captain  Wilkes 
had  returned  overland  from  Fort  Vancouver  to  the  ves- 
sels; he  had  been  for  a month  anxiously  looking  for  the 
Peacock  and  Flying  Fish,  which  have  probably  arrived 
at  the  river  before  this.  The  agent  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  had  extended  to  the  officers  every  hospitality 
within  his  power. 

The  fire  at  Baton  Rouge.  The  occurrence  of  a 
destructive  fife  at  Baton  Rouge,  (La.)  is  confirmed.  It 
broke  out  about  two  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  in  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Batin.  Thirty 
itouses,  kitchens^ outbuildings,  &c.  fell  a prey  to  the 
flames.  The  los"of' property  is  estimated  as  high  as  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  besides  much  suffering  and 
distress  which  the  calamityhas  occasioned  to  the  poor, 
many  of  whose  families  have  been  reduced  to  a state  of 
painful  destitution. 

Fire  at  Detroit.  The  Advertiser  extra  of  January 
2 announces  the  destruction  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  @150,000  by  a conflagration  which  broke  out  at  10 
o’clock  and  consumed  the  most  valuable  square  in  the 
city. 

Florida.  A correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Georgi- 
an under  date  of  Dec.  28,  says:— The  news  from  the 
everglade  expedition  is  of  a discouraging  nature.  Cel. 
Riley’s  expedition,  which  left  Palatkaon  the 24th  ultimo, 
has  teturned,  after  one  of  the  most  harassing  and  fatigu- 
ing scouts  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  Florida.  He 
went  as  far  south  as  Fort  Pierce  on  Indian  river,  crossing 
on  his  way  the  southern  outlet  of  the  famous  swamp  Al- 
patiokas.  In  his  return  he  scouted  the  country  between 


the  Sc.  Johns  and  the  Atlantic,  as  far  north  as  Palicier’s 
creek  and  from  thence  to  Palatka  The  whole  country 
was  under  water,  and  as  a matter  of  course,  his  com- 
mand are  well  nigh  used  up.  It  is  said,  and  I believe 
with  truth,  that  no  foot  troops  have  ever  before  been  over 
the  same  country. 

Company  K,  2d  infantry,  under  lieut.  Alburtis,  isin 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  said  to  have  been  seen  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Mandarin. 

Tampa,  Dec.  20,  1841.  Colonel  Worth  has  recently 
returned  from  an  excursion  into  the  everglades.  His 
search  for  Indians  was  fruitless.  No  recent  sign  was 
found,  to  direct  to  their  place  of  retreat.  A force  of 
about  1,300  men  from  the  army  and  navy  is  still  scatter- 
ed over  i he  southern  porlion  of  the  peninsula,  which  is 
actively  engaged,  and  is  likely  to  afford  them  little  secu- 
rity in  their  hiding  places  for  any  length  offline. 


Lake  tonnage.  According  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury’s  report,  the  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  in 
1841,  at  the  various  districts  on  the  lak  js  is,  at 


Tons. 

Sackett’s  Harbor, 

3,663 

Oswego, 

8,346 

Niagara, 

230 

Buffalo, 

4,196 

Cleveland, 

9,514 

Sandusky, 

2.643 

Detroit, 

11,433 

Mackinaw, 

470 

To'al, 

41,184 

The  district  of  Detroit  excels 

any  other.  Cleveland 

next. 

[ Detroit  Adv. 

Maryland.  Slaveholders’  convention.  On  Jan.  12, 

that  b”dy  assembled  at  Annapolis  having  representa- 
tives from  every  county  except  Carroll,  Allfe'gany,  Caro- 
line and  Worcester.  The  following  officers  were  elect- 
ed. Robert  W.  Bowie,  esq.  of  Prince  George’s  county, 
president;  gen.  Thomas  Emory,  gen.  Benj.  C.  Howard, 
Dr.  Thomas  R.  Wilson,  vice  presidents;  John  A.  Carler, 
George  W.  Sherwood,  secretaries. 

Legislature.  Mr  Presstman  has  introduced  a bill  into 
the  house  to  compel  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payment. 
It  is  not  yet  acted  upon. 

The  finances.  According  to  the  report  of  the  treasu- 
rer of  Maryland,  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  all 
sources,  in  the  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1841,  were  @935,970 
36 — (lie  disbursements  @394,492  03 — leaving  a balance 
of  $91, 473  33,  which  is  subject  to  unexpended  appro- 
priations for  @194,953  26,  showing  a deficiency  of  reve- 
nue ot  $104,474  92:  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  cost  of 
the  present  session  of  the  legislature, estimated  at  @55,000. 
The  charge  from  all  sources,  on  the  treasury  next  year, 
is  estimated  at  $1,215,483  07,  which  is  to  be  supplied  by 
the  tax,  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  the  interest  and  divi- 
dends received  from  internal  improvement  companies. — 
The  result  is,  that  tiie  tax  will  he  chargeable  with  the 
payment  of  @600,000  a year. 

Maine.  The  legislature  of  this  state  convened  at  Au- 
gusta on  the  5th  instant,  and  was  organized  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Samuel  H.  Blake  as  president  of  the  senate,  and 
Charles  Andrews  as  president  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

Vole  for  governor.  The  committee  appointed  to  count 
the  votes  for  governor  reported — whole  number  of  votes 
86,151,  John  Fairfield  has  47,351;  Edward  Kent  has 
36,790;"scattering,  2,007. 

The  governor's  message  has  nothing  new  or  of  impor- 
tance respecting  the  northeastern  boundary.  The  state’s 
laud  agent  Mr.  Hamlin  has  made  a report  and  advises 
negotiation  for  a line,  by  which  the  St.  Johns  shall  form 
the  eastern  limit  and  the  northern  angle  shall  be  ceded 
to  England. 

Militia.  The  numberis  forty-five  thousand,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five,  viz:  7 general  staff,  48  divison  staff, 
61  brigade  staff',  1,GS5  cavalry,  2,217  artillery,  34,322  in- 
fantry, 4,S4 1 light  infantry,  2,174  riflemen.  The  whole 
number  of  companies  is  six  hundred  and  ninety  nine. 

The  treasury  of  Massachusetts.  The  report  of  the 
treasurer  of  Massachusetts  shows  that  the  receipts  of 
the  year  have  been  @404,313  18.  The  expenditures 
@399,928  57.  The  balance  at  this  time  in  the  treasury 
is  @7,546. 

Mexican  armed  schooners  seized  at  New  York. — 
Tiie  collector,  we  are  informed,  is  of  opinion  that  the 
case  of  these  schooners  does  not  present  a violation  of 
the  act  of  congress  of  20th  April,  1818,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved does  not  interdict  a commercial  operation  such  as 
building,  fitting  out  and  arming  vessels  bv  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  elsewhere 
to  a foreign  power.  That  in  order  to  come  within  the 
statute,  there  must  be  an  intent  on  the  part  of  those  who 
build,  fit  out,  and  arm  vessels,  to  employ  them,  while 
their  property,  in  cruising  against  a friendly  power  under 
a commission  from  some  foreign  power. 

The  vessels  in  question  will  probably  be  allowed  to  sail 
in  a few  days.  [ Cour . and  Enq. 

Massachusetts.  On  Wednesday,  Jan.  5,  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature  convened.  Thomas  Kin ni- 
cittt  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  on  the  first  bal- 
lot by  a .vote  of  189  out  of  323.  In  the  senate  Josiah 
Quincy  was  chosen  president. 

New  Jersey.  The  legislature  assembled  at  Trenton, 
on  the  11th  and  organised  with  John  Cassady  as  vice 
president  of  the  senate,  and  John  Emley  as  speaker  of 
the  house  of  assembly.  A bill  is  before  them  to  compel 
the  banks  to  resume  next  July. 


The  debt  of  Ohio. — The  debt  of  Ohio  is  thus  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  auditor  of  the  state  to  the  legislature: 
Permanent  loans  @11,411,231  11 

Temporary  loans,  (for  which  stock  has 

been  hypothecated)  1,356:000  00 

Temporary  loans,  without  250.355  70 

Surplus  revenue,  loaned  by  counties  53,000  S6 

Surplus  revenue,  loaned  by  auditor  of  state  27,930  22 
Amount  due  turnpike  companies  546,679  35 

Domestic  debt  1,346,588  S8 

Scrip  issued  to  railroad  and  canal  companies  531,516  00 

Total  @16,573,354  22 

The  loans  and  interest  from  the  sinking  fund  to  the  ca- 
nal fund  are  not  included  in  this  amount. 

Rhode  Island.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  have 
adopted  the  new  constitution — a majority  of  all  the  in- 
habitants over  21  years  of  age  having  voted  in  its  favor, 
as  well  as  a majority  of  those  who  have  always  been  en- 
titled to  vote. 

Kentucky.  From  a statement  of  the  revenue  for  the 
year  1841,  from  the  various  sources  of  taxation  is 
$399,356  IS.  The  revenue  of  the  last  year  was 
$275,353  46 — being  a difference  in  favor  of  the  present 
year  of  @124,002  72  cents — which  difference  results  from 
the  additional  tax  of  five  cents  imposed  by  the  last  legis- 
lature. The  decrease  in  the  estimated  value  of  the  tax- 
able properly  in  Kentucky  during  the  same  period  has 
been  only  $8,401,248.  The  total  value  last  year  was 
$272,250,027.  The  total  value  for  1841  is  $263,845,749. 
Kentucky  is  now  ranked  among  the  most  solvent  states 
in  the  union,  and  there  is  no  danger  that  she  will  forfeit 
the  distinction.  She  holds  to  the  doctrine  of  the  binding 
force  of  contracts,  whether  the  same  be  individual,  slate 
or  national,  and  She  will  keep  her  faith  inviolate. 

[ Frankfort  Commonwealth. 

Pennsylvania  legislature.  The  senate  on  the  5th, 
chose  John  Strohm,  (whig)  of  Lancaster,  its  presiding 
officer.  Petitions  for  the  repudiation  of  the  state  debt 
were  referred  on  the  5th  by  the  house  to  a committee 
with  instructions  to  report  against  it.  They  reported 
accordingly,  and  the  house  unanimously  adopted  tlieir 
resolution.  On  the  6ih,  the  senate  without  a dissenting 
voice  confirmed  it.  It  is  in  the  following  words. 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
That  the  faith  and  credit  of  Pennsylvania,  pledged  for 
the  security  of  her  loans,  shall  be  kept  sacred  and  in. 
violate.  Individuals  may  be  found  who  shrink  from 
their  accustomed  integrity  of  character  wiien  embarrass- 
ment overtakes  them;  but  the  free  sons  of  Pennsylvania 
authorise  us,  their  represen  fives,  to  declare  to  her  credi- 
tors and  to  the  world,  that  her  fdilh  and  credit  shall  he 
preserved  inviolate  in  emergency;  and  that  the  doctrine 
of  repudiation  of  a debt  contracted  under  law,  whether 
judiciously  or  injudiciously  expended,  shall  never,  until 
the  last  moral  and  political  tie  of  her  government  is  sun- 
dered, be  visited  upon  her  honest  and  confiding  credi- 
tors, of  this  and  other  countries. 

U.  S.  bank  officers  arrested.  The  Philadelphia  U. 
S.  Gazette  states  that  on  the  6ih  Mr.  Austin  Montgome- 
ry appeared  before  recorder  Vaux  and  made  oath 
against  Nicholas  Biddle,  Jos.  Cowperthwaite, Samuel 
Jaudon,  John  Andrews,  and  Thomas  Dunlap,  charging 
them  with  a conspiracy  to  defraud  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  Mr.  Vaux  had  the  pro- 
cess awarded.  At  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  Nicholas 
Biddle,  Samuel  Jaudon,  and  Thomas  Dunlap,  appeared 
with  their  counsel,  and  gave  bail  in  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars each  to  appear  on  Thursday  next,  at  4 o’clock,  be- 
fore the  recorder,  who  will  sit  for  a further  hearing. 
Messrs.  Andrews  and  Copperthwuiie  did  not  appear. 

Repudiation.  This  doctrine  has  been  formally  con- 
demned by  resolutions  in  the  legislatures  of  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  A reso- 
lution has  passed  the  house  of  repn  sentatives  of  Alaba- 
ma prohibiting  members  from  smoking  in  its  hall.  In 
Virginia  the  tine  imposed  upon  one  of  their  members  by 
tiie  house,  for  playing  marbles  was  remitted. 

South  Carolina.  Among  the  acts  passed  by  the  le- 
gislature at  its  late  session  was  one  to  prevent  emanci- 
pation of  slaves.  Any  will  or  bequest,  &c.  to  that  ef- 
fect will  hereafter  he  null  and  void. 

Sheep  husbandry.  According  to  the  best  calcula- 
tions, there  are  34,000,000  sheep  in  the  union.  This  is 
an  increase  of  about  5,000,000  within  the  last  three 
years.  These  are  worth  at  a fair  calculation  $70,000,000. 
About  one-fifth  of  all  these  are  found  in  the  single  state 
of  New  York.  These  sheep,  at  three  sheep  to  the  acre, 
would  require  11,000,000  acres  for  their  keep,  worth 
@12  per  acre;  making  the  amount  of  @130,000,000  in- 
vested in  lands. 

Aggregate  amount  invested  in  sheep  husbandry  in  the 
United  States  is: 

In  sheep,  $68,000,000 

In  land,  132,000,000 


@200,000,000 

The  annual  crop  of  wool  is  estimated  at  90,000.000 
lbs.  and  worth  nearly  $40,000,000.  [Cult. 

Virginia  legislature.  One  of  the  opponents  of  the 
bankrupt  law  having  moved  a resolution  for  instruc  ting 
the  senators  from  that  state  in  congress  to  vote  for  a re- 
peal of  that  law,  it  was  called  tip  for  action  on  January 
7,  and  was  refused  to  be  considered  by  a vote  of  65  to 
65. 
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£Cf“The  president  of  the  senate  on  Monday  an- 
nounced the  following  gentlemen  as  members  of  the 
select  committee  ordered  on  the  fiscal  agency  ques- 
tion: 

Messrs.  Tallmadge,  (chairman),  Preston,  Bates,  Wal- 
ker, Evans,  Merrick,  Young,  White  and  Rives. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law,  enacted  during  the 
extra  session,  and  which  if  not  repealed  was  to  go 
into  operation  on  the  first  of  February  next,  has  pass- 
ed that  house  by  a vote  of  126  to  94.  The  senate  is 
thought  to  be  very  equally  divided  upon  the  question. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
1st  January,  1842,  according  to  a report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  the  senate,  consisted  of 
Treasury  notes  outstanding  $7,382,927  69 

Debts  of  the  District  cities  1,440,000  00 

Old  funded  and  unfunded  debt  328,581  13 
Loan  of  July,  1841,  5,577,576  88 


Total 


$14,728,084  70 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Mediator  packet  ship  from  London  and  last 
from  Plymouth,  arrived  on  16th  at  N.  York,  having 
sailed  on  10th  Dec. 

Among  the  passengers  in  the  Mediator  is  Mr. 
Giddon,  our  consul  to  Egypt. 

The  overland  mail  had  arrrived  in  London  on  the 
5th  of  December.  It  appears  thal  the  Burmese  had 
caused  some  uneasiness  to  the  government,  but  that 
ample  repressive  measures  were  taken  at  Calcutta. 
Nothing  later  from  China. 

The  young  heir  to  the  English  throne  had  been 
created  prince  of  Wales  by  patent. 

Beaumont  Smith,  connected  with  the  exchequer 
frauds,  had  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation  for  life. 

London  money  market,  Dec.  6.  Consols  for  the  ac- 
count closed  88)  to  \ ex  dividend;  exchequer  bills, 
10’s  to  12’s  premium;  bank  stock,  164)  to  165); 
three  per  cents.  Reduced,  98);  long  annuities  (ex- 
piring January  5,  I860)  12  7-16  to  j;and  India  bonds, 
2 premium. 

Austrian  funds — Vienna,  Nov.  27.  Five  percents. 
105’;  four  percents.  99);  three  per  cents.  75;  bank 
shares,  1,609.  [ Mllgemeinc  Zeitung,  Dec.  1. 

Trade  is  still  dull;  the  money  and  cotton  markets 
are  without  any  material  change.  To  add  to  the 
general  distress,  there  have  been  numerous  devas- 
tating floods  all  over  the  country. 

The  first  stone  of  the  new  Royal  Exchange  build- 
ing is  to  be  laid  by  Prince  Albei  t on  the  19th  of  Ja- 
nuary. 

The  Niger  expedition.  Portsmouth,  Dec.  9.  The 
Horatio  transport,  lieutenant  Chapman,  arrived  here 
on  Friday  from  St.  Helena  and  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  has  brought  home  some  of  the  officers  who  have 
been  invalided  belonging  to  the  Niger  expedition,  and 
who  had  come  dow-n  the  river  in  the  Soudan  steam- 
er. The  accounts  they  bring  home  are  up  to  the  1st 
of  October,  and  are  most  deplorable.  The  mortali- 
ty and  sickness  among  the  officers  and  men  compos- 
ing the  expedition  were  great  in  the  extreme,  26 
had  already  died,  and  almost  all  were  ill  and  unable 
to  do  duty.  The  expedition  had  reached  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Niger  and  the  Chadda,  about  270  miles  up 
the  former,  but  it  was  feared  that  on  account  of  the 
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sickness  it  would  not -.be  able  to  go  further.  It  was 
intended,  however,  if  possible,  tyat  the  Albert  should 
go  up  the  Niger  and  the  Wilberforce  up  the  Chadda.  | 
The  natives  were  friendly  enough,  and  the  kings  re- 
ceived the  presents  offered  them  very  graciously.  A 
tract  of  land  had  been  purchased  in  the  Attah  coun- 
try,  where  a settlement  was  to  be  formed. 

* Paris,  December  5.  Every  thing  remains  perfectly 
quiet  in  this  city  at  present.  An  extensive  secret 
conspiracy  to  blow  up  the  residence  of  the  Royal 
family  has  been  detected  and  suppressed. 

From  the  tone  of  the  ministerial  Journal,  it  is 
evident  they  are  backing  out  of  the  interference  in 
the  affairs  of  Spain. 

CHINA. 

The  Swedish  brig  Albion  has  brought  advices  to 
New  York  from  China  to  the  16th  September,  being 
20  days  later  than  the  previous  accounts  which  were 
to  August  27. 

The  Albion  touched  at  Batavia  on  the  21st  Octo- 
ber, and  there  learned  that  the  British  fleet  had  taken 
possession  of  the  island  of  Amoy.  This  island  is 
situated  on  the  eastern  coast  of  China,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Fokien,  about  15  miles  in  circumference, 
with  an  excellent  harbor.  A strong  Chinese  garrison 
has  usually  been  maintained  upon  the  island. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated,  Macao,  September  15. 
We  are  here  left  in  a very  uncertain  position.  The 
Mandarins  are  unable  to  offer  the  least  resistance  to 
the  foreign  enemy,  and  their  feebleness  emboldens 
the  populace,  and  renders  our  situation  in  Canton 
somewhat  critical,  while  active  hostilities  are  being 
carried  on  along  the  coast,  and  the  people  along  the 
banks  of  the  river  are  so  much  exasperated  that  they 
have  sunk  blocks  of  granite  and  put  other  obstruc- 
tions in  a branch  of  it  used  by  the  men-of-war  and 
steamers.  Owing  to  this  and  some  other  movements, 
the  commanding  officer  here  went  up  the  river  three 
days  ago  with  his  small  force,  and  the  result  may  be 
the  destruction  of  Canton,  a blockade  and  much 
bloodshed. 

From  another  letter  dated,  Macao,  September  15. 
Nothing  certain  from  the  north.  Chinese  reports 
state  that  Amoy  had  been  taken,  and  the  Chinese  ad- 
miral killed. 

The  British  ships-of-war  had  gone  up  Canton  river, 
and  had  attacked  the  Chinese  junks  engaged  in  ob- 
structing the  navigation.  A blockade  and  suspension 
of  trade  expected.  Teas  scarce.  Exchange  4 9; 
little  done. 

From  another  letter,  dated  Macao,  8)  P.  M.  15th 
September.  I have  already  written  to  you  several 
letters  by  this  conveyance,  which  I now  confirm,  and 
have  just  heard,  I hope  in  time  for  this  vessel,  of 
Captain  Nias,  (the  commanding  officer),  having  is- 
sued a proclamation  in  Chinese,  and  commenced  hos- 
tilities by  attacking  the  villages  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  near  where  the  obstructions  were  sunk,  and  by 
blowing  up  and  utterly  destroying  Wang  Tung  and 
the  fortifications  at  Cow  Loori.  There  is  a rumor  of 
his  intention  to  surround  Canton,  and  I should  not  be 
much  surprised  to  hear  of  the  city  being  burnt  be- 
fore I get  away  from  here.  Thus  it  appears,  as  con- 
jectured and  stated  to  you  yesterday,  that  the  least 
provocation  is  now  made  the  excuse  for  great  vio- 
lence, and  the  result  is  as  doubtful  and  the  anticipa- 
tion of  it  as  much  clouded  by  a fear  of  suffering  to 
the  innocent  people,  as  at  any  former  period.  This 
news  is  just  as  heard  in  a letter  from  Canton,  where 
the  smoke  of  the  burning  villages  was  seen,  the  can- 
nons heard,  and  the  people  of  Canton  were  fleeing  in 
all  directions,  whilst  the  reports  were  that  many 
people  had  been  killed  at  the  villages. 

The  Chinese  say  that  Amoy  was  captured  by  the 
British;  and  there  is  a report  that  news  of  the  recap- 
ture of  Chusan,  without  the  slightest  resistance,  has 
reached  Canton. 

We  have  heard  it  was  the  intention  of  Capt.  Nias 
to  garrison  the  forts  on  the  island  of  Wantung,  and 
to  effect  this  purpose  he  applied  to  brigadier  Burrell 
for  troops;  but  the  brigadier  replied  that  he  could 
not  spare  any;  it  is  rumored  that  Captain  Nias  will 
consequently,  destroy  the  fortifications;  such  are  the 
strict  orders  of  Admiral  sir  W.  Parker;  eiiher  to  gar- 
rison or  destroy  the  forts  at  Wantung,  should  any 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment render  such  measures  necessary. 

JAMAICA. 

The  Mobile  Register  of  the  10th  says:  We  are  in- 
debted to  Capt.  Wilson,  of  the  ship  Joe.  Porter,  winch 


arrived  on  Saturday,  from  Kingston  (Jamaica)  for 
papers  to  the  31st  ult. 

The  principal  item  of  news,  is  the  occurrence  of 
disturbances  among  the  negro  population  during  the 
Christmas  week,  which  made  it  necessary  to  call  out 
the  military  in  aid  of  the  police — and  to  fire  on  the 
rioters,  by  which  a number  have  bden  killed.  As 
common,  in  such  cases,  the  origin  of  the  disturbances 
was  trifling:  some  negro  children  made  an  unseemly 
and  noisy  exhibition,  which  the  police  attempted  to 
stop,  when  the  negroes  gathered  in  such  numbers  as 
to  be  bold  enough  to  attack  the  police,  and  were  dri- 
ven off  with  difficulty.  The  crowds  continued  to  in- 
crease nightly,  and  the  ordinary  police  being  found  in- 
sufficient, the  governor  sent  a special  message  to  the 
assembly,  requiring  the  aid  of  the  militia  Quiet 
had  not  been  restored  when  the  Jos.  Porter  sailed. 
The  negroes  were  still  tumultuous,  and  the  troops 
were  gathering  in  strong  force  in  the  city  to  reduce 
them. 

The  discontent  of  the  negroes  sprang  out  of  the 
prohibition  by  the  authorities,  of  their  annual  mas- 
querading sports  at  Christmas.  These  are  described 
i s very  indecent  exhibitions,  but  very  popular  among 
the  blacks. 

The  report  heretofore  brought  to  the  United  States, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Kingston  had  objected  to  re- 
ceiving the  Creole  negroes,  is,  as  we  suspected,  in- 
correct. They  were  all  welcomed  as  heroes,  and 
sent  into  various  parts  of  the  island  for  better  securi- 
ty. A novel  notion  is  broached — that  the  British 
laws  cover  the  Bahama  waters;  and  that  entry  into 
them  by  American  coasting  vessels  coming  into 
the  Gulf,  ipso  facto  frees  every  slave  that  may  be  on 
board. 

MEXICO. 

We  have  been  favored  with  a file  of  Mexican  pa- 
pers brought  by  the  barque  Eugenia,  recently  arrived 
at  New  York  from  Vera  Cruz,  from  which  we  glean 
the  following  items: 

The  United  States  ship  Peacock,  one  of  the  vessels 
of  the  exploring  expedition,  was  lost  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  river  on  the  18th  of  July  last.  Her 
officers  and  crew,  the  chronometer,  charts,  &.c.  were 
all  saved.  It  was  expected  that  the  brig  Thomas  H. 
Perkins  would  either  be  bought  or  chartered  for  the 
conveyance  home  of  the  crew  of  the  Peacock. 

On  the  9th  of  October  last  the  representativ  es  ap- 
pointed by  general  Santa  Ana,  two  from  each  de- 
partment of  the  republic,  met  and  chose  him  president 
of  the  Mexican  republic.  The  next  day  he  took  the 
oath  of  office  in  the  hall  of  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
and  the  same  evenirig  appointed  as  his  cabinet  minis- 
ters: 

Manuel  Gomez  Pedraza,  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions and  government. 

Cipriano  del  Castillo,  minister  of  justice  and  pub- 
lic instruction. 

Jose  Maria  Tornely  Mandevil,  minister  of  war  and 
marine. 

Francisco  Garcia,  minister  of  Hacienda. 

[Senor  Garcia  declined  the  appointment,  and  soon 
afterwards  died  in  the  department  of  Zacatecas]. 

General  Pedraza  resigned  after  he  had  been  in  of- 
fice four  or  five  weeks,  and  Jose  Maria  de  Bocanecra 
was  appointed  as  his  successor. 

Ignacio  Trigures  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  place  of  Mr.  Garcia. 

The  provisional  president  had,  by  proclamation, 
convoked  the  constituent  assembly  for  the  1st  of  June 
next. 

The  Diario  del  Gobierno  of  the  16th  of  October 
contains  an  official  letter,  dated  Atonelisco,  22d  of 
September,  from  general  Manuel  Armijo,  the  com- 
mandant general  of  New  Mexico,  giving  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  vanguard  of  the  Texan  expedi- 
tion to  Santa  Fe. 

The  general  states  that  intelligence  of  the  approach 
of  the  Texans  was  communicated  to  him  by  an  Itali- 
an and  a New  Mexican,  who  were  with  the  expedi- 
tion, but  who  fled  from  it  in  advance  for  that  purpose. 
That  on  the  17th  of  September  the  party  of  one  hun- 
dred dragoons  under  Col.  Cook  surrendered  at  discre- 
tion, and  were  deprived  of  their  arms  and  clothing, 
which  Gen.  Armijo  distributed  among  his  own  com- 
panions in  arms.  That  the  interpreter  had  been  set 
at  liberty  on  account  of  his  good  behavior,  but  that 
the  other  prisoners  were  on  their  way  towards  Mex- 
ico under  an  escort. 
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The  same  paper  of  the  18th  of  October  publishes 
President  Lamar’s  proclamation  to  the  citizens  of 
Santa  Fe,  one  of  the  papers  found  upon  the  Texan 
prisoners.  The  proclamation  is  accompanied  by  a 
commentary  from  the  editor  of  the  paper. 

• • •Subsequent  numbers  of  the  same  journal  contain 
•the  other  documents  found  upon  the  Texans. 

The  number  for  the  24th  of  October  states  that 
president  Santa  Ana  had  directed  a cross  of  personal 
distinction  to  be  prepared  at  the  public  expense  for 
general  Armijo,  with  the  following  inscription:  “He 
saved  in  New  Mexico  the  integrity  of  the  national 
territory.”  To  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  troops  who 
partook  in  the  capture  of  the  Texan  vanguard  was 
also  awarded  the  privilege  of  wearing  upon  their  left 
arm  a shield,  in  which,  on  a green  ground,  was  to  be 
seen  a national  eagle  with  out-stretched  wings,  bound 
with  gold  cord  for  the  chiefs  and  officers,  and  with 
yellow  silk  for  the  other  troops,  the  following  inscrip- 
tion appearing  on  the  ground  of  the  shields  of  both: 
“Intrepidity  and  valor  in  defence  of  the  Mexican 
territory.” 

An  official  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war  from 
Francisco  G.  Conde,  commandant  general  of  the  de- 
partment of  Chihuahua,  dated  at  that  place  on  the 
26th  of  October,  announces  the  arrival  of  90  Texan 
prisoners  there  the  day  before,  and  that,  for  want  of 
means  to  support  them,  they  would  rest  there  only 
two  days,  when  they  would  be  conducted  to  the  bor- 
der of  the  department  of  Durango. 

Another  letter  to  the  same  from  the  same  person, 
dated  the  5th  of  November,  gives  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  rest  of  the  Texan  expedition  at  Lake 
Colorado  by  Lieut.  Col.  Don  Juan  Andres  Archuleta, 
at  the  head  of  230  men. 

A report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  the  11th  of 
November,  is  published,  recommending  a formal 
campaign  against  Texas,  and  stating  the  quotas  of 
troops  which  the  several  departments  were  to  contri- 
bute for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  army. — JVht. 
Intel. 

We  are  informed  by  a friend  who  has  letters  from 
the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  16th  of  December,  that  at 
that  time  general  Santa  Ana,  the  provisional  presi- 
dent of  the  Republic,  was  dangerously  ill  of  dysen- 
tery. The  Texian  prisoners  of  war  were  on  their 
march  to  the  capitol.  Three  of  them  tired  on  the 
road  just  beyond  Chihuahua,  and  could  proceed  no 
further;  when  the  captain  of  the  guard  who  escorted 
them,  as  soon  as  the  fact  was  reported  to  him,  had 
them  shot.  This  cold  blooded  act  of  barbarism,  it  is 
represented,  had  excited  the  indignation  of  all  classes 
of  the  community,  even  in  Mexico. 

A constitueut  congress  of  the  nation  had  been  call- 
ed by  Santa  Ana,  to  assemble  in  the  city  of  Mexico 
on  the  1st  of  June,  of  the  present  year,  for  the  for- 
mation of  a new  constitution;  in  which  congress  all 
the  departments  (including  Texas),  were  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  ratio  of  one  deputy  to  every  70,000  in- 
habitants. The  population  of  each  department  is 
stated  in  the  decree  of  the  president,  based  upon  an 
estimate  of  the  national  institute  of  geography  and 
statistics,  and  is  made  to  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
7,044,140.  The  population  of  Texas  is  stated  at 
27,800. — Richmond.  Compiler. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIBS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Deputy  postmasters. — Leonard  Bement,  at  Lewiston, 
N.  Y.;  Geo.  McNeir,  at  Annapolis,  Md.;  Samuel  G. 
Andrews,  at  Rochester,  New  York;  Henry  Huggins, 
at  New  Haven,  Connecticut;  Charles  C.  Haddock,  at 
Buffalo,  New  York. 

Duncan  K.  MacRae,  esq.  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
has  been  appointed  bearer  of  despatches  from  the  go- 
vernment to  the  United  States  minister,  at  Mexico, 
on  the  subject,  as  it  is  said,  of  the  Santa  Fe  expedi- 
tion, which  was  captured  and  butchered  by  the  Mexi- 
cans. He  is  likewise  bearer  of  despatches  from  the 
British  minister  at  Washington. 

Mr.  MacRae  arrived  in  Charleston  on  the  11th 
instant,  in  the  steam  packet  Gov.  Dudley,  and  left  on 
the  rail  road  on  the  next  day,  for  New  Orleans, 
where  he  will  embark  on  board  one  of  the  revenue 
cutters  for  Mexico.  [JVeiw  York  American. 

NORTHEAST  BOUNDARY.— We  learn  that 
the  commissioners  for  exploring  and  surveying  the 
northeast  boundary  held  a meeting  in  this  city  last 
week.  Their  operations  during  the  past  season  have 
consisted  in  an  accurate  demarcation  of  the  meridian 
line,  from  the  place  near  Houlton,  at  which  the  ope- 
rations of  major  Graham  were  suspended  last  win- 
ter in  a survey  of  the  line  claimed  by  Messrs.  Feath- 
erstonhaugh  and  Mudge  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  in  an  accurate  examination  of  the  height  of 


* 

land  from  the  Kennebec  road  to  the  termination  of 
the  exploring  meridian  line.  j 

We  regret  to  learn  that,  owing  to  unforseen  diffi- 
culties upon  the  meridian  line,  and  the  fact  that  the 
boundary  claimed  by  the  two  nations  is  much  longer 
than  could  have  been  inferred  from  any  existing  map, 
the  entire  survey  of  the  disputed  territory  has  not 
been  completed.  Th£  lines  undertaken  by  Messrs. 
Renwick  and  Talcott  were  estimated,  by  the  best 
authorities  extant  at  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 
We  understand  that  their  joint  surveys  already 
amount  to  six  hundred  miles  upon  the  line  of  high- 
lands, in  addition  to  the  surveys  necessary  to  connect 
their  work  with  known  geographical  points.  In  spite 
of  their  having  performed  much  more  than  had  been 
anticipated,  parts  of  tBe  boundaries  claimed  by  both 
governments  had  not  been  reached  at  the  time  when 
all  farther  operations  were  interrupted  by  the  setting, 
in  of  winter. 

It  will  therefore  be  a matter  of  serious  considera- 
tion with  the  administration,  and  congress,  when  the 
reports  of  their  proceedings  shall  have  been  handed 
in,  whether  the  facts  obtained  by  the  commission  are 
sufficient  to  refute  the  unfounded  claims  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  eye  of  foreign  nations,  or  whether  the 
demarcation  of  the  meridian  line  must  be  completed, 
and  the  gaps  in  the  line  of  highlands  filled  up  by  the 
work  of  another  season. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  presentation  even  of 
the  materials  necessary  for  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion may  be  delayed  for  the  want  of  the  necessary 
funds,  in  consequence  of  the  appropriation  having 
been  exhausted  by  the  increased  difficulties  and  ex- 
tent of  surveys  of  which  we  have  spoken. — JV.  Y. 
Com.  Mv. 

THE  ARMY. 

Major  Richard  A.  Zantzinger,  of  the  U.  S.  army, 
died  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  4th  inst.  at  the 
Planters’  house,  in  Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he 
was  in  attendance  as  a member  of  a court  martial. — 
He  had  been  indisposed  some  days  before  his  death. 

Western  Armory.  A committee  of  the  Tennes- 
see legislature  have  reported  the  following  points  as 
eligible  sites  for  a national  armory  within  the  limits 
of  that  state,  viz:  1 Cloud’s  Shoals,  in  Hawking- 
county;  2 Stone  Fort,  in  Coffee  county;  3 Falls  of 
Caney  Fork,  Warren  county;  4 terminus  of  Central 
railroad  on  Tennessee  river,  in  Hardin  county;  5 
Brownsport,  on  Tennessee  river,  Perry  county;  6 city 
of  Memphis,  Shelby  county. 

Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  News  of  Jan.  8, 
says:  The  steamer  Cincinnati  arrived  here  on  Wed- 

nesday last  from  Pilatka,  with  a detachment  of  troops 
under  the  command  of  lieut.  colonel  B.  Riley,  ac- 
companied by  several  other  officers.  The  colonel 
and  his  command  again  left  here  in  the  steamer  on 
Tuesday  morning  for  New  Smyrna,  where  they  are 
to  land,  and  scouring  the  country  between  that  place 
and  the  St.  Johns,  cooperate  with  a force  under  Ma- 
jor Plympton,  which  proceeded  up  that  river  to  Vo- 
lusia, from  whence  they  are  to  enter  upon  an  active 
and  thorough  search  of  the  country  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians. 

Intelligence,  which  can  be  relied  on,  has  been  re- 
ceived, through  a letter  from  an  officer  at  or  near 
the  army  head  quarters,  stating  that  there  were,  at 
the  date  of  the  letter,  (30th  of  December),  350  Indi- 
ans in  at  Tampa  ready  for  emigration,  and  that  100 
more  had  been  seen  and  talked  with,  who,  tired  of 
the  war,  were  daily  expected  there. 

Major  D.  Wilcox,  of  the  5th  regiment  U.  S.  infan- 
try, died  at  Pilatka,  East  Florida,  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d  inst.  His  remains  were  brought  round  to  this 
city  on  Wednesday  last  in  the  steamer  Cincinnati, 
and  deposited  in  the  military  burying  ground  with- 
military  and  masonic  honors. 

Major  Wilcox  had  long  been  afflicted  with  a pul- 
monary complaint,  which  a vigorous  physical  consti- 
tution, aided  by  a placid  and  most  happy  mental  tem- 
perament, had  for  years  enabled  him  to  resist;  and, 
indeed,  till  recently,  had  given  hopes  to  his  friends — 
and  all  who  knew  him  were  his  friends — that  he 
might  finally  overcome  this  most  fatal  and  insidious 
malady.  Bnt,  alas!  his  has  been  but  another  melan- 
choly instance  of  its  too  surely  destructive  nature. 

Major  Wilcox  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  He  entered  the  army  from 
that  state  early  in  1812,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
three  years  war  with  Great  Britain.  Though  of  re- 
putable family,  he  was  without  patronage  or  support, 
save  such  as  in  the  army,  by  his  own  personal  merit, 
he  won  for  himself.  But  he  soon  fought  his  way  to 
distinction,  and  was  promoted  on  the  field  for  his  in- 
trepid and  brave  conduct  at  the  hard-fought  battle  of 
Bridgewater,  where,  in  the  charge  upon  the  enemy’s 
park  of  artillery,  which  was  captured,  he  was  se- 
verely wounded.  He  participated  in  1813  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  with  uniform  credit,  in  all  the  ar- 


duous and  well  fought  battles  that  made  memorable 
and  glorious  to  the  American  arms  the  fearful  and 
bloody  campaign  of  that  year.  He  remained  in  the 
army  from  that  time  till  his  death  without  reproach, 
and  with  character  and  conduct  alike  uuimpeached 
and  unimpeachable.  He  was  an  honest,  unassuming 
man;  a kind  hearted  and  mild  gentleman;  an  humble 
and  pious  Christian,  and  a brave  and  patriotic  sol- 
dier. 

THE  NAVY. 

Exploring  Expedition. — The  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce  announces  the  loss  of  the  Peacock,  in 
Columbia  river,  Oregon  Territory.  No  lives  lost — 
nothing  saved  except  the  instruments. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  J.  T.  McLaugh- 
lin, commanding  the  Florida  expedition,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  dated 

“Key  Biscayno,  December  23,  1841. 

“I  am  happy  to  say  the  health  of  the  command  is 
improving.  The  sick  list  has  decreased  very  much, 
although  we  have  had  five  deaths  within  the  month; 
and  among  them  we  have  been  called  upon  to  lament 
Midshipman  Niles,  a most  promising  young  officer 
whose  ripening  talent  was  developing  the  promise  of 
great  future  usefulness.  He  died  and  was  buried 
with  military  honors  at  Fort  Simmons  on  the  Carloo- 
sahatchie,  having  received  from  the  officers  at  that 
post  every  comfort  and  attention  which  the  kindest 
feelings  could  suggest.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Repudiation.  Resolutions  have  passed  unanimous- 
ly both  houses  of  the  legislature  condemning  the  doc- 
trine of  repudiation. 

The  resolutions  adopted  in  the  senate  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

uResolvcd,  That  the  senate  reject  the  doctrine  of 
repudiating  the  state  debts,  as  unconstitutional,  immo- 
ral, and  subversive  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  republican  system  of  government;  and  that  they 
will  maintain  the  credit  of  the  state  unsullied,  by  mak- 
ing adequate  provision  to  meet  all  her  engagements 
with  promptness  and  punctuality. 

“ Resolved,  That  we  entertain  the  fullest  confidence 
in  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  that  they  will 
faithfully  and  honestly  discharge  all  the  liabilities  of 
the  government,  and  that  they  will  preserve  the  credit 
of  the  state  inviolate  and  inviolable. 

The  resolutions  adopted  in  the  house  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

“ Resolved , That  the  state  stock  issued  by  virtue  of 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  is  constitutionally  cor- 
rect; and  that  the  citizens  of  the  state  are  legally  and 
morally  bound  to  pay  and  redeem  the  same. 

“Resolved,  That  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  state  do 
remain  as  heretofore  unbroken,  and  that  the  property 
of  the  citizens  is  legitimately  the  subject  of  taxation 
for  the  full  and  entire  payment  of  all  the  just  demands 
on  the  treasury  thereof. 

“Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  of  repudiation  of  the 
liabilities  of  this  commonwealth  is  obnoxious  in  its 
tendencies,  and  calculated  to  be  destructive  of  the 
free  principles  on  which  the  government  is  based, 
and  that  every  good  citizen  is  bound  by  all  moral 
as  well  as  legal  considerations,  to  cheerfully  contri- 
bute his  share  towards  the  liquidation  of  the  state 
debt:” 

Governor.  On  the  18th  David  R.  Porter  deliver- 
ed his  inaugural  address  on  entering  upon  his  second 
and  last  constitutional  term  as  governor  of  the  state. 

State  Treasurer.  The  members  of  both  houses 
met  on  the  17th,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  state 
treasurer. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Job  Man,  of  Bedford  county, 
received  77  votes.  William  B.  Anderson,  of  Perry 
county  48.  Scattering  4. 

Job  Man  was  then  declared  duly  elected. 

MARYLAND. 

The  Slaveholders  Convention,  which  assembled 
at  Annapolis  on  Wednesday  the  12th,  adjourned  sine 
die  on  Friday  evening  the  14th,  and  have  recommend- 
ed to  the  legislature  the  following  regulations  in  re- 
spect to  the  colored  population. 

Proposition  1st.  A law  to  prevent  all  manumis- 
sions by  last  will.  Also  by  deed,  to  take  effect  infio- 
turo. 

Prop'.  2d.  To  prevent  manumissions  except  upon 
condition  of  instant  transportation  to  some  place  out 
of  the  United  States,  and  that,  at  the  expense  of  the 
manumitter. 

Prop.  3d.  To  prevent  any  free  negro  leaving  the 
state,  ever  to  return  to  it  unless  he  leaves  as  a servant 
of  a white  resident  of  the  state  and  returns  with  him 
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and  such  resident  shall  first  file  a declaration  in  the 
county  clerk’s  office  of  his  intention  to  take  such  ser- 
vant with  him;  or  unless  he  shall  leave  the  state  for 
the  purpose  of  visiting  some  one  or  other  of  the  Ame- 
rican colonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Prop.  4lh.  To  prevent  all  free  negroes  from  com- 
ing into  the  state,  except  as  servants  of  persons  tra- 
velling in  or  through  the  state. 

Prop.  5th.  To  prevent  the  transportation  of  any 
free  negro  by  rail  roads,  steam  boats  or  other  com- 
mon carriers  out  of  the  state  unless  vouched  for  as 
free  by  some  person  known  to  the  conductor  of  the 
rail  road,  or  captain  of  the  steam  boat,  and  no  rail 
road  or  steam  boat  company  shall  be  liable  for  refus- 
ing to  transport  any  free  negro  unless  he  be  vouched 
for  as  above;  and  any  person  falsely  vouching  for  the 
freedom  of  a slave,  to  be  liable  to  punishment.  The 
company  still  to  be  liable  for  conveying  away  a slave 
as  heretofore. 

Prop.  6th.  To  offer  a high  reward,  to  be  paid  by 
the  state,  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  any  person 
who  aids  a slave  to  run  away,  or  induces,  or  attempts 
to  induce  a slave  to  run  away. 

Prop.  1th.  That  the  owner  of  a runaway  slave 
shall  pay  a reward  for  the  apprehension  of  such  slave; 
to  be  graduated  by  the  distance  from  home  where  he 
may  be  caught. 

Prop.  8tli.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general 
assembly  that  they  pass  a law  directing  the  courts 
of  justice  of  this  state,  that  whenever  any  free  black 
shall  be  convicted  of  any  offence,  the  punishment  of 
which  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands  would  be  confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  court  to  order  the  convicted  party  to  be  sold  out 
of  the  state  for  the  period  that  they  in  their  discretion 
might  confine  him  in  the  penitentiary;  and  that  if  any 
free  person  or  persons  of  color  be  convicted  of  any 
misdemeanor  or  misdemeanors,  other  than  those 
which  subject  the  party  convicted  to  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary,  that  then  the  convicted  party  shall 
be  punished  by  sale  or  banishment,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  court,  out  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  a period 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  years; 
with  a provision,  that  after  the  period  of  banishment 
or  sale  has  expired,  the  said  negroes  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  return  to  this  state,  and  that  in  case  of 
doing  so,  such  negroes  shall  be  liable  to  be  sold  as 
slaves  for  life  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state. 

Prop.  9th.  So  much  of  the  act  of  1831  as  allows  a 
manumitted  negro  (with  a certificate)  to  remain  in 
the  state,  to  be  repealed. 

Prop.  10th.  No  free  negro  to  have  in  his  posses- 
sion a gun,  pistol,  sword  or  other  offensive  weapon. 

Prop.  11  th.  That  the  judges  of  the  county  courts 
and  city  court  of  Baltimore,  appoint  baliffs  monthly 
to  attend  the  arrival  and  departure  of  every  rail  road 
car,  and  steamboat  or  other  public  vehicle  of  trans- 
portation to  carry  these  laws  into  effect,  and  to  com- 
pensate them  by  a portion  of  the  penalty  imposed. 

Prop.  12 th.  That  all  free  negroes  shall  be  obliged 
to  register  themselves  on  or  before  the  15th  of  July 
next,  and  every  twelve  months  thereafter,  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  county,  when  they  shall  surrender 
their  old  certificates  and  the  clerk  upon  request  and 
being  satified  that  any  free  negro  thus  registered  de- 
sires to  remove  from  the  country,  either  temporarily 
or  permanently,  shall  furnish  him  or  her  with  a cer- 
tificate of  his  registration,  and  if  said  negro  shall  re- 
move permanently  he  shall  file  said  certificate  within 
ten  days  after  his  arrival  in  the  county  to  which  he 
may  remove  and  if  his  absence  shall  be  temporary 
he  shall  return  said  certificate  to  the  clerk  from  whom 
received  within  five  days  after  his  return,  and  no  cer- 
tificate of  freedom  of  an  older  date  shall  be  good,  and 
the  clerk  shall  annually  publish  a list  of  those  regis- 
tered in  some  convenient  newspaper  and  send  a print- 
ed copy  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Prop.  13 th.  That  the  state  pay  the  expense  of  any 
case  which  may  arise  in  any  state  where  the  state 
law  may  conflict  with  the  act  of  congress  of  1793,  to 
test  the  constitutionality  of  such  law. 

Prop.  14th.  To  avoid  all  sales  or  gifts  hereafter 
to  be  made  of  slaves  to  free  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
the  slave  so  sold  or  given,  to  be  liable  to  be  sold  out 
of  the  state,  and  the  master  so  selling,  punishable  by 
fine  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Prop.  15th.  That  an  additional  provision  be  made 
to  the  act  of  1835  ch.  325,  to  make  it  prima  facie 
evidence  of  circulating  such  papers  as  are  mentioned 
in  the  act  of  1835,  ch.  325,  that  the  same  have  been 
found  in  the  possession  of  any  one  within  the  state. 

Prop.  16th.  That  every  free  negro  shall  give  re- 
sponsible security  annually  for  his  or  her  good  beha- 
vior. If  such  security  be  not  given  such  negro  so 
failing,  to  be  brought  before  some  justice  of  the  peace 
by  a constable  or  any  other  person  w’ho  shall  cause 
him  to  be  hired  out,  and  out  of  his  accruing  wages 
pay  the  constable  or  person  $10,  and  in  case  said  ne- 
gro thus  hired  out  shall  abscond  from  service,  upon 
his  apprehension  he  shall  be  sold  out  of  the  state. 


Prop,  lltli.  An  act  to  render  penal  the  omission 
of  sheriff's,  magistrates  and  constables  to  enforce  all 
laws  respecting  free  negroes  and  slaves,  and  every 
constable  before  he  proceeds  to  act  shall  take  an  oath 
well  and  faithfully  to  execute  all  the  laws  of  the 
state. 

Prop.  18 tli.  Free  negroes  with  real  estate  to  have 
it  sold  at  their  death  and  the  proceeds  to  be  distri- 
buted to  their  legal  representatives  and  hereafter  no 
free  negro  to  be  allowed  to  hold  real  estate  or  lease- 
hold interest  which  shall  have  longer  than  a year  to 
run. 

Prop.  19th.  That  all  free  negroes  who  have  been 
bound  out  within  the  last  two  years  shall  be  free, 
whenever  they  shall  determine  to  leave  the  state,  by 
paying  to  the  master,  such  sum  as  the  orphans  court 
shall  adjudge,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
orphans  court  of  the  several  counties  in  the  state  and 
city  of  Baltimore,  from  and  after  the  first  of  January, 
1844,  to  bind  out  at  the  age  of  8 years,  the  children 
of  all  free  negroes  then  in  the  state,  to  serve  until 
they  arrive  at  the  age  of  21  years  for  males,  and  18 
for  females.  The  master  shall  give  security  to  be 
approved  by  the  orphans  court  to  pay  to  the  child 
when  it  arrives  at  the  ages  of  21  and  18  the  sum  of 
$75  for  males,  and  $25  for  females,  provided,  the 
said  child  shall  leave  the  state  or  if  previous  to  the 
child’s  arriving  at  the  age  of  21  or  18  as  the  case 
may  be,  it  shall  leave  the  state,  or  the  parents  shall 
remove  out  of  the  state,  then  the  master  shall  give 
up  such  child,  and  if  it  has  served  more  than  8 years 
the  master  shall  pay  to  the  child  or  its  parents,  such 
sum  as  the  orphans  court  shall  determine. 

Prop.  9.0th.  That  no  meeting  of  negroes  for  any 
purpose  shall  be  permited  after  sunset,  and  all  laws 
inconsistent  w'ith  [this]  provision  to  be  repealed. 

Prop.  21st.  That  if  any  free  negro  who  may  have 
a license  from  any  Christian  denomination,  either  to 
preach  or  exhort,  shall  hold  or  attend  any  meeting 
prohibited  by  law,  he  shall  for  the  first  offence  be 
subject  to  a fine  and  imprisonment,  and  for  the  se- 
cond offence  be  sold  out  of  the  state. 

Prop.  22d.  Any  retail  dealer  who  shall  sell  or  give 
to  any  negro,  slave  or  free,  or  the  agent  of  any  such 
negro,  any  spirituous  liquor  or  wine,  or  shall  otherwise 
directly  or  indirectly  furnish  intoxicating  drink  to  or 
for  a negro,  to  be  liable  to  a fine  of  $100,  one-half  to 
be  paid  to  the  informer. 

Prop.  23 d.  To  repeal  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1825,  ch.  15,  as  far  as  inconsistent  with  this  provision. 

Any  person  or  persons  w'ho  shall  persuade  or  en- 
tice, aid  or  assist,  a slave  to  runaway  from  his  mas- 
ter, owner  or  employer,  and  any  person  or  persons 
w'ho  shall  harbor  or  conceal  a slave  or  slaves  know- 
ing him  or  them  to  be  runaways,  and  the  fact  of  his 
or  their  being  on  the  premises  owned,  rented  or  oc- 
cupied by  a free  negro  or  negroes,  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  of  such  knowledge,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  indicted  and  upon  conviction,  shall,  if  white,  un- 
dergo a confinement  in  the  penitentiary  for  a period 

not  less  than years,  and  if  such  person  shall 

be  a free  negro  and  convicted  of  this  offence  he 
shall  be  sold  out  of  the  state,  and  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale  to  go  to  the  informer,  who 
shall  be  a competent  witness  in  an  action  against 
such  negro  or  negroes,  and  if  such  negro  be  a slave 
for  life  or  a term  of  years,  he  shall  upon  conviction 
be  sold  out  of  the  state,  and  his  full  value  be  paid  to 
the  owner. 

Prop.  24th.  To  repeal  that  part  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  1833,  ch.  224,  “entitled  an  act 
relating  to  persons  of  color  who  are  to  be  free  after 
a term  of  years”  which  says  “that  the  party  apply- 
ing for  such  grant  has  distinctly  and  particularly  no- 
tified such  servants  of  the  existence  and  effect  of 
this  law,  and  that  this  information  has  failed  to  cor- 
rect his  or  her  habits,  before  they  proceed  to  issue 
any  such  grant  of  authority.’’ 

Prop.  25 th.  That  each  and  every  hawker  and  ped- 
lar shall  be  made  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  a year  for  a license  to  trade  as 
such. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  members  of 
the  convention  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  prepare 
a memorial  to  the  legislature  in  the  foregoing  propo- 
sitions. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen to  compose  said  committee,  viz: 

Gen.  B.  C.  Howard,  Charles  H.  Pitts,  Joseph  M. 
Palmer,  Tench  Tilghman  and  P.  F.  Thomas,  esqr’s. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  senate  of  Kentucky  have  unanimously  adopt- 
ed the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  That  it  is  the  high  and  sacred 
duty  of  a sovereign  state  to  observe  the  obligations 
of  good  faith  in  all  her  engagements,  not  only  with 
her  own  citizens,  but  equally  and  alike  with  those  of 
other  states  and  countries. 


2.  Resolved,  That  the  desperate  expedient  of  throw- 
ing off  state  obligations  in  any  case,  by  failing  to 
provide,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  public  debts  and  liabilities,  contracted  under  the 
authority  of  law,  is  abhorrent  both  to  the  govern- 
ment and  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  and  can 
never  directly  or  indirectly,  receive  the  countenance 
of  either;  that  such  conduct  would  be  unworthy  the 
enlightened  age  in  which  we  live,  shocking  to  the 
sense  of  Christendom,  a lasting  reproach  to  republi- 
can government  and  a stain  on  the  American  name. 

3.  Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  pream 
ble  and  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  the  governor  to 
the  president  of  the  U.  States,  the  executives  of  the 
several  states,  and  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress.” 

OHIO. 

Matthew  Birchard,  late  solicitor  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  was  elected  on  Saturday  last  by 
the  legislature  of  Ohio  to  fill  the  office  of  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  in  place  of  Peter 
Hitchcock,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 

FLORIDA. 

Tallahassee,  Jan.  1.  Legislative  Council.  On 
Tuesday  the  senate  organized  by  the  election  of  the 
hon.  W.  H.  Breckenbrough,  president,  and  the  house 
organized  on  Wednesday,  Nathaniel  W.  Walker, 
esq.  speaker. 

The  steamer  Isis  was  burnt  at  Tampa  on  the  6th 
inst.,  having  just  returned  from  Gadsden  point  light- 
ening a vessel.  She  accidentally  caught  fire  and  was 
entirely  consumed. 


THE  CREOLE. 

PROTEST. 

Of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  American  brig  Creole, 
bound  from  Richmond  to  .Yew  Orleans,  ichose  cargo  of 
slaves  mutinied  on  the  1th  of  Nov.  1842,  off  the  Hole 
in  the  Wall — murdered  a passenger,  wounded  the  cap- 
tain and  others,  and  put  into  Nassau,  N.  P.,  where  the 
authorities  confined  nineteen  of  the  mutineers,  and  for- 
cibly liberated  nearly  all  the  slaves. 

By  this  public  instrument  of  protest  be  it  known 
that,  on  this  second  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun 
dred  and  forty-one,  before  me  William  Young  Lends, 
notary  public  in  and  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
duly  commissioned  and  sworn: 

Personally  came  and  appeared  Zephaniah  C.  Gif- 
ford, acting  master  of  the  American  brig  called  the 
Creole,  of  Richmond,  who  declared  thatthe  said  ves- 
sel sailed  from  the  port  of  Norfolk  in  the  state  of 
Virginia,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  last  past, 
ladened  with  manufactured  tobacco  in  boxes,  and 
slaves,  then  under  the  command  of  captain  Robert 
Ensor,  bound  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans  ia  the  state 
of  Louisiana. 

That  when  about  130  miles  to  the  north  north  east 
of  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  the  slaves,  or  a part  thereof 
on  board  of  said  vessel,  rose  on  the  officers,  crew  and 
passengers;  killed  one  passenger,  severely  wounded 
the  captain,  this  appearer,  and  partof  the  crew;  com- 
pelled said  appearer,  then  first  mate,  to  navigate  said 
vessel  to  Nassau  in  the  island  of  New  Providence, 
where  she  arrived,  and  a portion  of  the  ringleaders 
of  said  insurrection  were  confined  in  prison,  and  the 
remainder  of  said  slaves  liberated  by  the  British  au- 
thorities of  said  island;  and  required  me  notary  to 
make  record  of  the  same,  intending  more  at  leisure 
to  detail  particulars: 

And  this  day  again  appeared  the  said  acting  mas- 
ter, together  with  Lucius  Stevens,  acting  mate;  Wil- 
liam Devereux,  cook  and  steward,  Henry  Speck, 
John  Silvev,  Jacques  Lecompte,  Francis  Foxwell,  and 
Blair  Curtiss,  seamen— all  of,  and  belonging  to  said 
vessel,  who  being  severally  sworn  according  to  law, 
to  declare  the  truth,  did  depose  and  say — 

That  when  said  vessel  started  as  aforesaid,  she 
was  tight  and  strong,  well  manned,  and  provided  in 
every  respect  and  equipped  for  carrying  slaves: 

That  said  vessel  left  Richmond  on  the  25th  day  of 
October,  1841,  with  about  102  slaves  on  board; 

That  about  90  of  said  slaves  were  shipped  on  board 
on  the  20th  of  said  month,  of  which  41  were  shipped 
by  Robert  Lumpkin,  about  39  by  John  R.  Hewell,  9 
by  Nathaniel  Matthews,  and  one  by  W.  Robinson; 
that  from  that  time  about  one  or  two  per  day  were 
put  on  board  by  John  R.  Hewell,  until  the  said  25th 
day  of  October,  so  as  to  make  the  number  102. 

The  brig  then  proceeded  to  Hampton  Roads  and 
lay  there  one  day,  when  about  eight  were  put  on 
board  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Hall  for  Mr.  Hatcher,  2 by  Mr. 
C.  H.  Shield,  and  23  for  Mr.  Johnson,  making  the 
whole  in  number  of  135  slaves. 

The  men  and  women  slaves  were  divided.  The 
men  were  all  placed  in  the  forward  hold  of  the  brig, 
except  old  Lewis  and  servant  of  Mr.  Thomas  McCar- 
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go,  who  staid  in  the  cabin,  as  assistant  servant,  and 
the  women  in  the  hold  aft,  except  six  female  servants 
who  were  taken  in  the  cabin.  Between  them  was 
the  cargo  of  the  brig  consisting  of  boxes  of  tobacco. 

The  slaves  were  permitted  to  go  on  deck,  but  the 
men  were  not  allowed  at  night  to  go  in  the  hold  aft 
where  the  women  were. 

On  the  30th  October,  thebrig  left  Hampton  Roads 
for  New  Orleans.  The  slaves  were  all  under  the 
superintendence  of  William  Henry  Merritt,  a passen- 
ger. John  R.  Hewell  had  the  particular  charge  of 
the  slaves  of  Thomas  McCargo,  Theophilus  McCargo 
being  considered  too  young  and  inexperienced,  and 
the  general  charge  of  the  other  slaves  all  being  under 
the  master  of  the  vessel.  The  slaves  were  all  care- 
fully watched.  They  were  perfectly  obedient  and 
quiet,  and  showed  no  signs  of  mutiny  and  disturb- 
ance, until  Sunday,  the  7th  of  November,  about  9, 
P.  M.,  in  latitude  27  46,  N.  longitude,  75  20  W. 

The  captain  supposing  that  they  were  nearer  Aba- 
co  than  they  were,  had  ordered  the  brig  to  be  laid  to, 
which  was  done.  A good  breeze  was  blowing  at  the 
time,  and  the  sky  was  a little  hazy,  with  trade  clouds 
flying. 

Mr.  Gifford  was  on  watch.  He  was  told  by  Elijah 
Morris,  one  of  Ihe  slaves  of  Thomas  McCargo,  that 
one  of  the  men  had  gone  aft  among  the  women.  Mr. 
Gifford  then  called  Mr.  Merritt,  who  was  in  the 
cabin,  and  informed  him  of  the  fact.  Mr.  Merritt 
came  up  and  went  to  the  main  hatch  which  was  the 
entrance  to  the  after  hold,  and  asked  two  or  three  of 
the  slaves  which  were  near,  if  any  of  the  men  were 
down  in  that  hold,  and  he  was  informed  that  there 
were.  Mr.  Merritt  then  waited  until  Mr.  Gifford 
procured  a match,  and  then  Mr.  Merritt  went  down 
into  the  hold  with  the  lamp  ar.d  lighted  it.  Mr.  Gif- 
ford stood  oyer  the  hatchway.  On  striking  a light, 
Merritt  found  Madison  Washington,  a very  large  and 
strong  slave  of  Thomas  McCargo’s,  standing  at  his 
back.  Merritt  said  to  Madison,  “is  it  possible  that 
you  are  down  here?  You  are  the  last  man  on  board 
the  brig,  I expected  to  find  here.”  Madison  replied, 
“Yes  sir  it  is  me,”  and  instantly  jumped  to  the  hatch- 
way, and  got  on  deck,  saying,  “I  am  going  up,  I can- 
not stay  here.”  He  did  this  in  spite  of  the  resistance 
of  Gifford  and  Merritt,  who  both  tried  to  keep  him 
back,  and  laid  hold  of  him  for  that  purpose. 

Madison  ran  forward,  and  Elijah  Morris  fired  a pis- 
tol, the  ball  of  which  grazed  the  back  part  of  Gif- 
ford’s head.  Madison  then  shouted,  “We  have  be- 
gun and  must  go  through.  Rush,  boys,  rush  aft  and 
we  have  them!”  and  calling  to  the  slaves  below,  he 
said — “come  up  every  damned  one  of  you.  If  you 
don’t  and  lend  a hand,  1 will  kill  you  all  and  throw 
you  overboard.” 

Gifford  now  ran  to  the  cabin  and  aroused  the  cap- 
tain and  others  who  were  asleep,  and  the  passengers, 
viz:  Theophilus  McCargo,  Jacob  Miller,  John  R. 
Hewell,  the  second  mate;  Lucius  Stevens,  the  stew- 
ard; William  Devereux,  a free  colored  man,  and  the 
slave  Lewis,  belonging  to  Mr.  T.  McCargo,  acting  as 
assistant  steward.  The  slaves  rushed  aft  and  sur- 
rounded the  cabin.  Merritt  hearing  the  report  of 
the  pistol  blew  out  his  light  and  came  from  the  hold. 
In  doing  this  he  was  caught  by  one  of  the  negroes, 
who  cried  out:  “Kill  him,  God  damn  him,  he  is  one 

of  them;”  and  the  other  slaves  immediately  rushed 
upon  him.  One  of  them  attempted  to  strike  Merritt 
with  a handspike,  but  missed  him,  and  knocked  down 
the  negro  who  was  holding  Merritt.  Merritt  then 
escaped  to  the  cabin. 

Hewell,  at  this  moment,  jumped  out  of  his  berth, 
in  his  drawers,  seized  a musket,  ran  to  the  compa- 
nion way  of  the  cabin,  and  after  some  struggling  fir- 
ed. The  negroes  instantly  wrenched  the  musket 
from  Hewell’s  hands.  Hewell  then  seized  a hand- 
spike, and  defended  himself  from  the  slaves  who 
pursued  him.  They  thought  he  had  another  musket 
and  retreated  a little.  He  advanced  and  they  fell 
upon  him  with  clubs,  handspikes,  and  knives.  He 
was  knocked  down  and  stabbed  in  not  less  than 
twenty  places,  hut  he  rose,  got  away  from  them  and 
staggered  back  to  the  cabin  exclaiming:  “I  am  dead 
— the  negroes  have  killed  me!” 

It  is  believed  that  no  more  than  four  or  five  of  the 
negroes  had  knives.  Ben  Blacksmith  had  the  bowie 
knife  he  wrested  from  the  captain  and  stabbed  Hew- 
ell with  it.  Madison  had  a jack  knife  which  ap- 
eared  to  have  been  taken  from  Hewell.  Morris 
ad  a sheath  knife  which  he  had  taken  from  the  fore- 
castle and  which  belonged  to  Henry  Speck. 

Gifford,  after  arousing  the  persons  in  the  cabin, 
ran  out  on  deck  and  up  the  main-rigging  to  the  main- 
top. Merritt  tried  to  get  through  the  skylight  of  the 
cabin,  butcould  not  without  being  discovered.  The 
negroes  crowded  around  the  skylight  outside,  and 
the  door  of  the  cabin.  Merritt  then  hid  himself  in 
one  of  the  berths,  and  three  of  the  female  house 
servants  covered  him  with  blankets  and  sat  on  the 
edge  of  the  berth,  crying  and  praying.  Theophilus 


McCargo  dressed  himself  on  the  alarm  being  given. 
Hewell  after  being  wounded,  staggered  in  to  said  Mc- 
Cargo’s state-room,  where  he  fell  and  expired  in 
about  half  an  hour.  His  body  was  thrown  over- 
hoard by  order  of  Madison,  Ben  Blacksmith  and 
Elijah  Morris.  McCargo  got  his  two  pistols  out  and 
fired  one  of  them  at  the  negroes,  then  in  the  cabin, 
the  other  missed  fired,  and  McCargo  having  no  am- 
munition put  his  pistols  away.  After  the  affray,  the 
sheath-knife  of  Henry  Speck  was  found  in  Elijah 
Morris’s  possession  and  that  of  Foxwell  was  found 
in  the  possession  of  another  negro,  both  covered 
with  blood  to  the  handles. 

Jacob  Miller,  William  Devereux  and  the  slave 
Lev.’is,  on  the  alarm  being  given,  concealed  them- 
selves in  one  of  the  state  rooms.  Elijah  Morris  call- 
ed out  to  all  who  were  concealed  in  the  cabin  to 
come  forward  or  they  should  have  instant  death. 
Miller  came  out  first  and  said:  “here  I am,  do  what 
you  please.”  Devereux  and  Lewis  next  came  out 
and  begged  for  their  lives.  Madison  stood  at  the 
door  and  ordered  them  to  be  sent  to  the  hold.  Ste- 
vens got  up  on  the  alarm  being  given  and  ran  out. 
Saw  Hewell  in  the  affray,  and  waited  in  the  cabin 
till  Hewell  died,  and  then  secreted  himself  in  one 
of  the  state-rooms,  and  when  they  commenced  the 
search  for  Merritt,  made  his  escape  through  the  ca- 
bin. They  forced  the  musket  they  had  reloaded, 
struck  at  him  with  knives  and  handspikes,  and  chas- 
ed him  into  the  rigging.  He  escaped  to  the  fore- 
yard. 

On  the  alarm  being  given,  the  captain  ran  to  the 
forecastle,  called  all  hands  to  get  up  and  fight.  Hen- 
ry Speck,  one  of  the  crew,  was  knocked  down  with 
a handspike.  The  helmsman  was  a Frenchman. 
Elijah  Morris  and  Pompey  Garrison  were  going  to 
kill  him,  when  Madison  told  them  they  should  not 
kill  him,  because  he  was  a Frenchman  and  could  not 
speak  English;  so  they  spared  his  life.  Blair  Curtiss, 
one  of  the  crew  came  aft  into  the  cabin,  and  con- 
cealed himself  in  the  state-room  with  Stevens,  and 
escaped  with  him  to  the  fore-royal-yard. 

The  captain  fought  with  his  bowie  knife  along 
side  of  Hewell.  The  captain  was  engaged  in  the 
fight  from  eight  to  ten  minutes,  until  the  negroes  got 
him  down  in  the  starboard  scuppers.  Pie  then  made 
his  escape  to  the  main-top,  being  stabbed  in  several 
places  and  much  bruised  with  blows  from  sticks  of 
wood  found  about  the  brig.  After  the  captain  got 
into  the  main-top,  he  fainted  from  the  loss  of  blood, 
and  Gifford  fastened  him  with  the  rigging  to  prevent 
him  from  falling  as  the  vessel  was  then  rolling  hea- 
vily. 

The  captain’s  wife,  her  child  and  niece,  then  came 
out,  and  begged  for  their  lives,  and  Ben  Blacksmith 
sent  them  to  the  hold.  Ben  then  called  out  for  Mer- 
ritt, and  exclaimed,  that  all  who  had  secreted  him 
should  be  killed.  The  two  female  servants  then 
left  the  berth  where  Merritt  was  concealed,  and 
were  sent  down  the  hold  by  Ben.  Jim  and  Lewis, 
negroes  belonging  to  Thomas  McCargo  then  ran  to 
Theophilus  McCargo,  who  asked  Jim  if  the  others 
were  going  to  kill  him?  Jim  and  Lewis  exclaimed 
that  “master  he  should  not  be  killed,”  and  clung 
around  him,  begging  Morris  and  Ben,  who  were 
then  close  with  their  knives  in  their  hands  not  to  kill 
him.  They  consented  and  ordered  him  to  be  taken 
down  to  the  hold.  Jim  and  Lewis  went  voluntarily 
with  Theophilus  McCargo  to  the  hold. 

After  a great  deal  of  search,  Merritt  was  found, 
and  Ben  Blacksmith  and  Elijah  Morris  dragged  him 
from  his  berth.  They  and  several  others  surrounded 
him  with  knives,. half-handspikes,  muskets  and  pis- 
tols, raised  their  weapons  to  kill  him,  and  made  room 
for  him  to  fall. 

On  his  representing  that  he  had  been  the  mate  of  a 
vessel  that  he  was  the  only  person  who  could  navigate 
for  them,  and  on  Mary,  a woman  servant  belonging 
to  McCargo,  urging  said  Madison  Washington  to  in- 
terfere, Madison  ordered  them  to  stop  and  allow 
Merritt  to  have  a conversation  with  him.  This  took 
place  in  a state-room. 

Madison  said  he  wanted  to  go  to  Liberia.  Merritt 
represented  that  they  had  no  water  and  provisions 
for  that  voyage.  Ben  Blacksmith,  D.  Ruffin  and  se- 
veral of  the  slaves  then  said  that  they  wanted  to  go 
to  the  British  Islands.  They  did  not  want  to  go  any 
where  else  but  where  Mr.  Lumpkin’s  negroes  went 
last  year,  alluding  to  the  shipwreck  of  the  schooner 
Hermosa  on  Abaco  and  the  taking  of  the  slaves  on 
board  that  vessel,  by  the  English  wreckers,  to  Nas- 
sau, in  the  island  of  New  Providence. 

Merritt  then  got  his  chart  and  explained  to  them 
the  route,  and  read  to  them  the  coast  pilot,  and  they 
agreed  that  if  he  would  navigate  them,  they  would 
save  his  life — otherwise,  death  would  be  his  portion. 
Pompey  Garrison  had  been  to  New  Orleans  and 
knew  the  route.  D.  Ruffin  and  George  Portlock 
knew  the  letters  of  the  compass.  They  then  set 
Merritt  free,  and  demanded  the  time  of  night,  which 


was  half  past  1 o’clock,  A.  M.  by  Merritt’s  watch. 
The  vessel  was  then  put  in  Merritt’s  charge. 

The  nineteen  slaves  confined  at  Nassau  are  the 
only  slaves  who  took  any  part  in  the  affray.  All  the 
women  appeared  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  plan,  and 
from  their  conduct  could  not  have  known  any  thing 
of  it.  They  were  crying  and  praying  during  the 
fight.  None  of  the  male  slaves  apparently  under  20 
years  took  any  part  in  the  affray. 

The  only  negroes  belonging  to  E.  Lockett,  who 
were  in  the  fight,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  are 
Ruffin,  Ben  Blacksmith,  Addison  Tyler  and  T.  Small- 
wood. The  only  negroes  belonging  to  F.  McCargo, 
who  were  in  the  fight  so  far  as  can  be  remembered, 
are  Elijah  Morris,  George  Portlock,  Willy  Glover, 
Madison  Washington  and  Pompey  Garrison.  The  only 
negroes  belonging  to  Sherman  Johnson  who  were  in 
the  fight  were  America  Woodis,  George  Benton, 
Adam  Carney  and  Reuben  Knight.  The  only  slave 
belonging  to  J.  & A.  Hagan  who  was  in  the  fight  was 
Jordan  Philips.  All  the  slaves  above  named  are 
among  the  nineteen  now  confined  at  Nassau.  There 
were  no  others  engaged  in  this  mutiny.  There  were 
four  who  took  the  most  active  part  in  the  fight,  viz: 
Ben  Blacksmith,  Madison  Washington,  Elijah  Mor- 
ris and  D.  Ruffin.  Some  of  the  negroes  refused 
to  join  in  the  affray,  when  they  were  threatened  by 
Washington  that  they  would  be  killed  if  they  did  not 
join  in  it. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  affray,  Andrew  Jackson 
one  of  the  slaves  belonging  to  Thomas  McCargo, 
jumped  into  the  forerigging  and  called  to  Francis 
Foxwell,  ope  of  the  crew,  to  know  where  he  should 
go  to  save  his  life,  saying  he  was  fearful  they  would 
kill  him — Powell  told  him  to  go  to  the  foretop.  He 
said  he  was  afraid  he  would  fall  off,  and  climbed  to 
the  top  and  remained  there  during  the  fight. 

There  were  five  sailors  belonging  to  said  vessel. 
Two  were  wounded,  H.  Speck  and  B.  Curtis.  They 
were  kept  in  the  cabin.  Two  of  the  others,  Francis 
Foxwell  and  John  Silvey,  escaped  to  the  maintop, 
and  the  remaining  sailor,  Francis  Lecomte,  remain- 
ed at  the  wheel  during  the  whole  of  the  affray.  The 
wounds  of  the  sailors  were  dressed  by  the  negroes, 
and  the  sailors  were  left  to  do  as  they  pleased.  Dur- 
ing the  affray,  two  of  the  negroes  were  severely 
wounded  by  handspikes. 

Elijah  Morris  when  asked  after  the  fight,  if  they 
intended  to  kill  the  sailors,  said: — “No.  I expect  we 
shall  rise  again  among  ourselves,  but  the  white  peo- 
ple shall  not  be  hurt.” 

About  5 o’clock,  A.  M.  one  of  the  negroes  inform- 
ed Merrit  that  Gilford  was  in  the  rigging;  Madison 
ordered  him  to  come  down.  Ben  Blacksmith  put  a 
musket  to  his  breast,  and  Madison  threatened  to  kill 
him,  if  he  would  not  take  them  to  a British  island. 
He  promised  to  do  so.  Elijah  Morris  and  Madison 
ordered  Stevens  to  come  down,  and  released  him  on 
his  making  the  same  promise  Gifford  made.  The 
captain  was  then  brought  down  by  them,  and  he  and 
Stevens  put  into  the  forehold  and  the  wounds  of  the 
captain  dressed. 

Madison,  Ben,  Morris  and  Ruffin,  assumed  the 
whole  control  of  the  brig,  and  all  on  board.  About 
day-break,  by  order  of  Merrit  and  Gifford,  they  made 
sail  for  Abaco.  Ruffin  was  all  the  time  either  at 
the  compass  or  watching  Merritt.  Ben,  Madison  and 
Morris,  would  also  watch  the  compass  by  turns. 

Ruffin,  when  he  saw  Merrit  mark  on  the  slate  the 
altitude  which  he  was  taking,  compelled  him  to  rub 
out  the  words  in  writing,  and  make  only  figures  and 
marks  on  the  slate,  for  fear  that  Gifford  and  Merrit 
might  communicate  secretly  by  that  means.  Gifford 
spoke  to  Merrit  about  the  reckoning,  when  Morris 
told  them,  if  they  talked  any  more  to  each  other,  one 
or  both  would  be  thrown  overboard.  Morris,  Madi- 
son, Ruffin  and  Ben  kept  their  knives  out  all  the 
time.  A number  of  the  others  of  the  19  who  were 
in  the  affray,  had  knives,  but  none  of  the  other  ne- 
groes had  knives  or  took  any  part  with  the  muti- 
neers. The  other  negroes  all  remained  at  their  re- 
gular stations,  where  they  had  been  placed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  voyage  except  that  the  male  slaves 
were  hot  in  the  forehold,  the  captain  and  his  family 
and  the  second  mate  being  confined  there.  None  but 
the  19  went  into  the  cabin.  They  ate  in  the  cabin, 
and  others  ate  on  deck  as  they  had  done  the  whole 
voyage.  The  19  were  frequently  closely  engaged  in 
secret  conversation,  but  the  others  took  no  part  in  it, 
and  appeared  not  to  share  in  their  confidence.  The 
others  were  quiet  and  did  not  associate  with  the 
mutineers.  The  only  words  that  passed  between  the 
others  and  the  19,  were  when  the  others  asked  them 
for  water  or  grub,  or  something  of  the  kind.  The 
others  were  kept  under  as  much  as  the  whites  were. 
The  19  drank  liquor  in  the  cabin  and  invited  the 
whites  to  join  them,  but  not  the  other  negroes.  Ma- 
dison gave  orders  that  the  cooking  for  al!  but  the  19 
should  be  as  it  was  before,  and  appointed  the  same 
cook  for  them. 
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The  nineteen  said  that  all  they  had  done  was  for 
their  freedom.  The  others  said  nothing  about  it. — 
They  were  much  afraid  of  the  nineteen.  They  re- 
mained forward  of  the  mainmast.  The  nineteen  took 
possession  of  the  after  part  of  the  brig,  and  stayed 
there  the  whole  time  or  were  on  watch.  Some  of 
the  nineteen  were  hugging  the  female  servants  in  the 
cabin,  and  one  of  them  said  he  had  picked  out  one  of 
them  for  his  wife,  but  none  of  the  other  of  the  nine- 
teen meddled  at  all  with  the  women  slaves. 

The  only  knives  found  after  the  affray,  were  two 
sheath  knives  belonging  to  the  sailors.  The  captain’s 
bowie  knife  and  the  jack  knife.  None  of  the  other 
negroes  had  any  other  knives.  Madison  sometimes 
had  the  bowie  knife,  and  sometimes  Ben  had  it.  No 
other  negro  was  seen  with  that  knife.  On  Monday 
afternoon  Madison  got  the  pistol  from  one  of  the 
nineteen,  and  said  he  did  not  wish  them  to  have  any 
arms  when  they  reached  Nassau.  The  nineteen 
paraded  the  deck  armed,  while  the  other  negroes  be- 
haved precisely  as  they  had  done  before  the  mutiny. 

About  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1841,  they  made  the  light  of  Abaco.  Ben  had 
the  gun.  About  10  o’clock  P.  M.  he  fired  at  Stevens 
who  came  on  deck  as  already  stated.  Merritt  and 
Gifford  alternately  kept  watch.  Ben,  Madison,  Ruffin 
and  Morris  kept  watch  by  turns,  the  whole  time  up 
to  their  arrival  at  Nassau,  with  knives  drawn.  So 
close  was  the  watch,  that  it  was  impossible  to  rescue 
the  brig.  Neither  passengers,  officers  or  sailors  were 
allowed  to  communicate  with  each  other.  The  sai- 
lors performed  their  usual  duties. 

The  pilot  who  eame  on  board  as  the  brig  approach- 
ed Nassau,  and  all  his  men  in  the  pilot  boat  were  ne- 
groes. The  pilot  was  acting  under  the  legal  autho- 
rity of  the  island.  Pie  and  his  men,  on  coming  on 
board,  mingled  with  the  slaves  and  told  them  they 
were  freemen,  that  they  should  go  on  shore  and 
never  be  carried  away  from  there.  One  of  the  pi- 
lot’s men  told  one  of  the  female  slaves,  that  he  should 
claim  her  for  his  wife. 

The  regular  quarantine  officer  came  alongside,  and 
Gifford  went  on  shore  in  his  boat.  He  conducted 
Gifford  to  the  American  consul,  who  accompanied 
him  to  the  governor  of  New  Providence  and  all  the 
other  Bahama  Islands.  Gifford  then  related  to  the 
governor  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  voyage  from 
Richmond  to  that  port.  The  American  consul,  in 
behalf  of  said  vessel  and  all  interested,  requested  of 
the  governor  that  he  should  send  a guard  on  board  to 
protect  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  keep  the  slaves  on 
board  till  such  time  as  they  could  know  what  they 
could  do.  The  governor  did  so,  and  sent  a guard  of 
twenty-four  negro  soldiers  with  loaded  muskets  and 
bayonets,  in  British  uniform,  commanded  by  a white 
officer,  who  took  possession  of  the  vessel  and  all  the 
slaves.  < 

From  Tuesday  the  10th,  till  Friday,  the  12th  day 
of  Nov.  they  tied  Ben  Blacksmith,  Addison,  Ruffin 
and  Morris,  put  them  in  the  long  boat,  placed  a sen- 
try over  them,  and  fed  them  there.  They  mingled 
with  the  negroes  and  told  the  women  they  were  free, 
and  persuaded  them  to  remain  in  the  Island. 

Capt.  Fitzgerald,  commanding  the  company  told 
many  of  the  slaves  owned  by  Thomas  McCargo,  in 
presence  of  many  other  of  the  slaves,  how  foolish 
they  were,  that  they  had  not,  when  they  rose,  killed 
all  the  whites  on  board  and  run  the  vessel  ashore,  and 
then  they  would  have  been  free,  and  there  would 
have  been  no  more  trouble  about  it.  This  was  on 
Wednesday. 

Every  day,  the  officers  and  soldiers  were  changed 
at  9 o’clock,  A.  M.  There  are  500  regular  soldiers 
on  the  island,  divided  into  four  equal  companies, 
commanded  by  four  officers  called  captains.  There 
was  a regular  sentry  stationed  every  night,  and  they 
placed  all  the  men  slaves  except  the  four  which  were 
tied,  and  placed  a guard  pver  the  hatchway.  They 
put  them  in  the  hold  at  sun  set  to  let  them  out  at  sun 
rise. 

There  were  apparently  from  twelve  to  thirteen 
thousand  negroes  in  the  town  of  Nassau  and  vicinity, 
and  about  three  or  four  thousand  whites. 

On  Wednesday,  the  10th  of  November,  about  9 
o’clock,  A.  M.  three  civil  magistrates  of  the  island 
came  on  board  and  commenced  examining  all  the 
white  persons.  They  completed  the  examination  on 
the  F nday  following,  when  the  attorney  general  came 
on  board  with  three  magistrates,  and  the  depositions 
were  signed.  The  American  consul  was  present  the 
first  two  days.  The  magistrates  were  accompanied 
by  a clerk.  The  attorney  general  on  Friday  placed 
the  19  mutineers  in  the  custody  of  the  captain  and  his 
guard,  and  ordered  them  upon  the  quarter  deck. 

There  were  about  fifty  boats  lying  round  the  brig 
all  filled  with  men  from  the  shore  armed  with  clubs, 
and  subject  to  the  order  of  the  attorney  general,  ami 
awaiting  a signal  from  one  of  the  civil  magistrates;  a 
sloop  was  towed  from  the  shore  by  some  of  our  boats 
and  anchored  near  the  brig — this  sloop  was  also  filled 


with  men  armed  with  clubs;  all  the  men  in  the  boats 
were  negroes.  The  fleet  of  boats  was  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  pilot  who  piloted  the  brig 
into  the  harbor.  This  pilot  partly  before  the  signal 
was  given  by  one  of  the  magistrates,  said,  that  he 
wished  they  would  get  through  the  business;  that  they 
had  their  time  and  he  wanted  his. 

The  attorney  general  here  stepped  on  the  quarter- 
deck, and  addressing  himself  to  all  the  persons  ex- 
cept the  nineteen  who  were  in  custody,  said,  “my 
friends,  you  have  been  detained  a short  time  on  board 
the  Creole  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  indivi- 
duals who  were  concerned  in  this  mutiny  and  mur- 
der. They  have  been  identified  and  will  be  detained, 
and  the  rest  of  you  are  free  and  at  liberty  to  go  on 
shore  and  wherever  you  please.”  Then  addressing 
the  prisoners  he  said:  “Men  there  are  nineteen  of 

you  who  have  been  identified  as  having  been  engaged 
in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Hewell  and  in  an  attempt  to 
kill  the  captain  and  others.  You  will  be  detained 
and  lodged  in  prison  fora  time,  in  order  that  we  may 
communicate  with  the  English  government  and  as- 
certain whether  your  trial  shall  take  place  here  or 
elsewhere.”  At  this  time  Mr.  Gifford  the  mate  of 
the  vessel,  then  in  command,  the  captain  being  on 
shore,  under  the  care  of  a physician  addressed  the  at- 
torney general  in  the  presence  of  the  magistrates, 
protested  against  the  boats  being  permitted  to  come 
alongside  of  the  vessel,  or  that  the  negroes  other  than 
the  mutineers  should  be  put  on  shore.  The  attorney 
general  replied  that  Mr.  Gifford  had  better  make  no 
objection,  but  let  them  go  quietly  on  shore,  for  if  he 
did,  there  might  be  bloodshed.  At  this  moment  one 
of  the  magistrates  ordered  Mr.  Merritt,  Mr.  MeCar- 
go,  and  the  other  passengers  to  look  to  their  money 
and  effects  as  he  apprehended  that  the  cabin  of  the 
Creole  would  be  sacked  and  robbed. 

The  attorney  general,  with  one  of  the  magistrates, 
stepped  into  his  boat  and  withdrew  into  the  stream,  a 
short  distauce  from  the  brig  when  they  stopped.  A 
magistrate  on  the  deck  of  the  Creole  gave  the  signal 
for  the  boats  to  approach  instantly.  With  a hurrah 
and  a shout,  a fleet  of  boats  came  alongside  of  the 
brig  and  the  magistrates  directed  the  men  to  remain 
on  board  of  their  own  boats,  and  commanded  the 
slaves  to  leave  the  brig  and  go  on  board  the  boats. — 
They  obeyed  his  orders,  and  passing  from  the  Creole 
into  the  boats,  were  assisted,  many  of  them,  by7  this 
magistrate.  During  this  proceeding,  the  soldiers  and 
officers  were  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  Creole,  arm- 
ed with  loaded  muskets  and  bayonets  fixed,  and  the 
attorney  general  with  one  of  the  magistrates  in  his 
boat,  lay7  at  a convenient  distance,  looking  on.  After 
the  negroes  had  embarked  in  the  boats,  the  attorney 
general  and  magistrate  pushed  out  their  boat,  and! 
mingled  with  the  fleet,  congratulating  the  slaves  on 
their  escape,  and  shaking  hands  with  them.  Three 
cheers  were  then  given,  and  the  boats  went  to  the 
shore  where  thousands  were  waiting  to  receive  them. 

When  this  proceeding  was  over  and  all  the  slaves 
except  the  19  landed,  a barge  was  sent  from  the  bar- 
racks to  the  Creole,  to  take  on  shore  the  19  prisoners 
and  the  guard  which  had  been  left  over  them.  They 
were  taken  on  shore  to  tire  barracks,  and  the  19  carried 
thence  to  prison.  One  of  them  died  the  day  after  he 
had  been  put  in  prison  in  consequence  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  affray. 

During  the  investigation  carried  on  by  the  magis- 
trates on  board  the  Creole,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  on  which  the  slaves  and  prisoners  were 
landed,  the  mutineers  were  arraigned  and  identified 
by  the  witnesses. 

Many  of  the  negroes,  who  were  emancipated  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  go  to  New  Orleans  on  the  Creole, 
but  were  deterred  from  it,  by  means  of  threats  which 
were  made  to  sink  the  vessel,  if  she  attempted  to 
carry  them  away.  Three  women,  one  girl  and  a boy 
concealed  themselves  on  board  the  Creole,  and  were 
brought  to  New  Orleans.  Many  of  the  male  and 
nearly  all  the  female  slaves  would  have  remained  on 
board  and  come  to  New  Orleans,  had  it  not  been  for,, 
the  command  of  the  magistrates  and  interference  as 
before  staled. 

On  Monday  following  these  events,  being  the  15th 
day  of  November,  the  attorney  general  wrote  a let- 
ter to  Captain  Ensor  informing  him  that  the  passen- 
gers of  the  Creole,  as  he  called  the  slaves,  had  ap- 
plied to  him  for  assistance  in  obtaining  their  baggage 
which  was  still  on  board  the  brig,  and  that  he  should 
assist  them  on  getting  it  on  shore.  To  this  letter, 
Gifford,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  vessels,  re- 
plied that  there  was  no  baggage  on  board  belonging 
to  the  slaves  that  he  was  aware  of,  as  he  considered 
them  cargo  and  the  property  of  their  owners,  and 
that  if  they  had  left  any  thing  on  board  the  brig,  it 
was  the  property  also  of  their  masters;  and  besides 
he  could  not  land  any  thing  without  a permit  from 
the  custom  house,  and  an  order  from  the  American 
consul.  The  attorney  general  immediately  got  a 
permit  from  the  custom  house,  but  no  order  from  the 


American  consul,  and  put  an  officer  of  the  customs 
on  board  the  brig,  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  the 
baggage  of  the  slaves  aforesaid  to  be  landed  in  the 
brig’s  boat.  The  master  of  the  Creole,  not  feeling 
himself  at  liberty  to  refuse,  permitted  the  officer 
with  his  men  to  come  on  board  and  take  such  bag- 
gage and  property  as  they  chose  to  consider  as  be- 
longing to  the  slaves.  They  went  into  the  hold  of 
the  vessel,  and  took  all  the  wearing  apparel,  blank- 
ets, and  other  articles,  as  also  one  bale  of  blankets, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Lockett,  which  had  not  been 
opened.  These  things  were  put  on  board  of  the 
boat  of  the  officer  of  the  customs,  and  carried  on 
shore. 

The  correspondence  which  took  place  between  the 
attorney  general  and  master  of  the  brig  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  American  consul  at  Nassau. 

On  the  next  day,  Tuesday,  Captain  Ensor  proposed 
to  sell  a portion  of  provisions,  in  order  to  pay  his 
expenses  while  lying  at  Nassau,  having  more  than 
enough  for  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  to  New  Or- 
leans. The  collector  of  the  customs  refused  to  al- 
low the  provisions  consisting  of  several  barrels  of 
meat  and  navy  bread  to  be  entered  unless  the  slaves 
which  had  been  emancipated  should  likewise  be  en 
tered  as  passengers.  The  master  of  the  brig  refused 
to  acceed  to  this  condition. 

The  next  day  after  the  landing  of  the  slaves, 
the  officers  of  the  government  of  New  Providence 
caused  to  be  advertised  a vessel  for  Jamaica  to  take 
out  passengers  to  that  Island,  (passage  paid).  A 
number  of  the  slaves  of  the  Creole  entered  their 
names.  It  was  generally  said  by  persons,  white  and 
black,  that  the  object  in  putting  up  their  vessel 
was  to  carry  away  the  slaves  of  the  Creole.  The 
captain  was  so  informed  by  the  American  consul  and 
Mr.  Stark  the  agent  for  the  Boston  insurance  com- 
panies. 

About  two  or  three  hours  after  the  brig  reached 
Nassau,  Captain  Woodside  of  the  bark  Louisa,  with 
the  American  consul  came  on  board,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  Captain  Woodside  with  as  many  of  his 
crew  as  could  be.  spared,  and  the  second  mate  and 
four  sailors  of  the  brig  Congress  should  come  on 
board  with  arms  and  with  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Creole,  rescue  the  brig  from  the  British  officer 
then  in  command  and  conduct  her  to  Indian  Key, 
where  there  was  a United  States  vessel  of  war.  The 
Louisa  and  the  Congress  were  American  vessels,  and 
the  arrangement  was  made  under  the  control  of  the 
American  consul.  The  captain  was  to  come  on  board 
with  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Louisa  and  the  Congress, 
so  soon  as  the  Creole  should  be  ready  to  leave  Nas- 
sau. Frequent  interviews  were  had  every  day  with 
Captain  Woodside,  the  consul  and  the  officers  of  the 
Congress,  and  the  whole  plan  was  arranged.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  November, 
Captain  Woodside  with  his  men  in  a boat  rowed  to 
the  Creole.  Muskets  and  cutlasses  were  obtained 
from  the  brig  Congress.  Every  effort  had  been  made 
in  concert  with  the  consul,  to  purchase  arms  of  the 
dealers  at  Nassau,  but  they  all  refused  to  sell.  The 
arms  w7ere  wrapped  in  the  American  flag  and  con- 
cealed in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  as  said  boat  ap- 
proached the  Creole.  A negro  in  a boat,  who  had 
watched  the  loading  of  the  boat,  followed  her,  ahd 
gave  the  alarm  to  the  British  officer  in  command  bn 
the  Creole.  As  the  boat  came  up  to  the  Creole,  the 
officer  called  to  them:  “Keep  pi^or  I will  fire  iqto 

you.”  His  company  of  twenty-four  men  were  then  all 
standing  on  deck  and  drawn  up  in  line  fronting  Cap- 
tain Woodsi.de’s  boat  and  were  ready  with  loaded 
muskets  and  fixed  bayonets  for  an  engagement.  Capt, 
Woodside  was  forced  to  withdraw,  and  the  plan  was 
prevented  from  being  executed  the  said  British  officer 
remaining  in  command  of  the  Creole  . 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Louisa  and  the  Con- 
gress and  the  American  consul  were  warmly  interest- 
ed in  the  plan,  and  every  thing  possible  was  done  for 
its  success. 

Indian  Key  is  about  four  hundred  miles  from  Nas- 
sau. 

The  nineteen  negroes  had  thrown  overboard  and 
burnt  all  their  weapons  before  they  arrived  at  Nas- 
sau, and  the  aid  thus  offered  of  American  sailors  and 
arms  was  amply  sufficient  for  the  arrangement  and 
supply  of  the  Creole  on  her  voyage.  If  there  had 
been  no  interference  on  the  part  of  the  legal  autho- 
rities of  Nassau,  the  slaves  might  all  have  been  safe- 
ly brought  to  New  Orleans.  It  was  that  inter- 
ference which  prevented  aid  from  being  rendered 
in  Nassau,  and  caused  the  loss  of  the  slaves  to  their 
owners. 

On  the  same  day7,  on  which  the  slaves  were  libe- 
rated, and  before  the  attorney  general  and  the  magis- 
trates came  on  board,  the  American  consul  and  the 
captain  had  another  interview  with  the  governor. 
The  consul  stated  that  they  wanted  time  to  write  to 
Pedian  Key  on  the  Florida  shore,  to  get  a vessel  of 
war  of  the  United  States  to  come  and  protect  the 
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brig  and  cargo  on  her  voyage,  and  a guard  was 
wanted  to  protect  the  said  brig  and  cargo  in  the  mean 
time.  The  governor  refused  to  grant  one  for  that 
purpose.  The  consul  then  proposed  to  get  the  crews 
of  the  American  vessels  then  in  the  port  of  Nassau, 
and  place  them  on  the  brig  to  carry  her  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  asked  the  governor  to  station  a guard  on 
board,  till  the  American  sailors  could  be  collected, 
but  he  refused. 

A proposition  was  then  finally  made  to  the  gover- 
nor, that  the  American  seamen  then  in  port  and  in 
American  vessels  should  go  on  board  the  Creole  and 
be  furnished  with  arms  by  the  governor  to  defend  the 
vessel  and  her  cargo,  (excent  the  19  slaves  who  were 
to  be  left  behind)  on  her  way  to  New  Orleans.  This 
also  the  governor  refused. 

On  the  15th,  the  consul  on  behalf  of  the  master  of 
the  brig  Creole  and  all  interested,  proposed  to  the 
governor  to  permit  the  19  mutineers  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  States  on  board  the  Creole  for  trial,  and  this 
too  was  refused. 

Two  half  boxes  tobacco  marked  [L.  Barks]  were 
broken  up  and  destroyed  by  the  negroes,  and  about  6 
or  7 barrels  lying  on  the  deck  of  the  brig  were  thrown 
overboard  to  make  room  for  them  to  walk  the  deck, 
the  contents  of  which  barrel  they  do  not  know. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  the  said  brig  sailed  from 
Nassau,  bound  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  leaving 
captain  Ensor  at  said  port,  unable  to  proceed  on  the 
voyage  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  his  wounds 
— and  nothing  material  occurred,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  until  the  1st  day  of  December,  11  o’clock, 
P.  M.  when  they  made  the  South  West  Pass  bearing 
north  by  west,  distant  about  twelve  miles.  At  7 
o’clock,  A.  M,  took  a pilot  on  board,  and  crossed  the 
bar  of  the  said  Pass,  in  tow  of  the  steamboat  Shark, 
discharged  the  pilot,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  for 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
2d  day  of  said  month,  when  the  necessary  surveys 
were  called  and  they  commenced  discharging  cargo. 

And  thereupon  the  said  appearers,  and  especially 
the  said  acting  master,  did  protest,  and  with  their  no- 
tary at  their  request,  do  most  solemnly  and  publicly 
protest  against  the  winds  and  the  waves  and  the  dan- 
gers of  the  sea  generally,  but  more  especially  against 
the  insurrection  of  the  19  slaves  herein  particularly 
named,  and  the  illegal  action  of  the  British  authori- 
ties at  Nassau,  in  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the 
slaves  on  board  said  vessel,  as  the  cause  of  all  the 
loss  and  damage  in  the  premises,  and  that  no  fault, 
negligence  or  mismanagement,  is  or  ought  to  be  as- 
pribed  to  the  said  appearers,  or  any  part  of  the  brig’s 
company. 

Done  and  protested  at  New  Orleans,  this  7th  day 
of  December,  1841,  the  protesters  herewith  signing 
their  respective  names  with  said  notary. 

. [Signed]  ZEPHANIAH  C.  GIFFORD, 
HENRY  SPECK, 

BLAIN  CURTISS, 

JOHN  SILVEY, 

FRANCIS  FOXWELL. 


Mr.  Merritt  and  Mr.  Theoph.  McCargo  have  cer- 
tified on  the  original  of  thjs  protest  to  the  truth  of  the 
above. 


XECTURE  ON  THE  WAR  WITH  CHINA. 


PELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 

fiy  the  hon.  John  Quincy  Mams. 

The  existing  state  of  the  relations  between  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  em- 
pire of  China,  opens  for  discussion  questions  of  deep 
interest  to  the  whole  fiuman  race;  and  of  pre-eminent 
interest  to  the  people  of  the  North  American  union. 

Great  Britain  and  China  are  at  war.  The  ques- 
tions which  immediately  rise  for  consideration,  in 
this  conflict  between  two  of  the  mightiest  nations  of 
the  globe,  are — 

1.  Which  of  the  two  parties  to  the  contest  has  the 
righteous  cause? 

2.  What  are  the  prospects  of  its  progress  and  ter- 
mination? 

3.  How  the  interests  of  other  nations,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  United  States,  are  already,  or  are  likely 
to  be  hereafter,  affected  by  it? 

4.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  resulting  from  it? 

For  the  solution  of  the  first  of  these  questions,  we 
must  resort  to  a statement  of  the  facts  in  which  the 
controversy  originated,  and  for  a candid  application 
to  those  facts,  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 

But  before  entering  upon  the  enquiry,  it  may  be 
proper  to  remark  that  an  eminent  French  writer 
upon  the  subject  of  international  law,  hqs  contended 
that  there  can  be  pq  suph  thing,  and  he  makes  it  a 
subject  of  grave  and  3erious  charge  against  the  Eng- 
lish language  itself,  that  it  applies  the  word  law  to 
the  obligation*  incumbent  upon  nations.  His  argu- 


ment is  that  law  is  a rule  of  conduct  prescribed  by  a 
superior— a legislator,  that  is,  an  act  of  government, 
deriving  its  force  from  sovereign  authority  and  bind- 
ing only  upon  the  subject.  That  nations  being  inde- 
pendent, acknowledge  no  superior  and  have  no  com- 
mon sovereign  from  whom  they  can  receive  the  law. 
That  all  the  relative  duties  between  nations  result 
from  right  and  wrong,  from  conventions  or  compact, 
and  from  usage  or  custom,  to  neither  of  which  can 
the  term  law  be  properly  applied.  That  this  sys- 
tem of  rules  had  been  called  by  the  Romans  the  jus 
gentium,  and  in  all  the  languages  of  modern  Europe, 
the  right  of  nations,  or  the  rights  of  war  and  peace. 
Upon  the  rigorous  analysis  of  the  meaning  of  words 
it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  much  force  in  this 
objection.  Law  and  right,  we  know  but  too  well  by 
the  experience  of  mankind,  in  all  ages,  including  our 
own,  are  not  convertible  terms.  Law,  necessarily 
implies  command  on  one  part,  and  obedience  on  the 
other.  Right  is  the  gift  of  the  creator  to  man,  at 
once  the  charter  of  his  own  freedom,  and  the  law  of 
his  reverence  for  the  same  right  of  his  fellow  crea- 
ture, man.  In  this  sense  right  and  law  are  converti- 
ble terms — but  the  law  is  the  law  of  God,  and  the 
right  is  the  right  of  man. 

It  is  urged  by  the  writer  to  whom  I now  allude, 
that  the  nations  speaking  the  English  language,  by  the 
use  of  this  word  la w,  to  express  the  rules  of  inter- 
course between  nations,  have  habituated  themselves 
to  confound  it  with  the  municipal  law  of  their  own 
realm;  and  to  infer  that  the  same  legislative  authori- 
ty which  is  competent  to  make  the  laws  of  the  land 
for  them,  is  equally  competent  to  prescribe  laws  for 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

How  far  this  reproach  of  a French  writer  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  seas,  (Rayneval),  is  justified  by  the 
facts  which  he  alleges  in  its  support,  is  not  now  my 
purpose,  nor  have  we  time  to  enquire.  It  behooves 
us,  however,  to  remember  that  the  English  language 
is  now  the  mother  tongue,  not  of  one,  but  of  many 
nations,  and  that  whatever  portion  of  them  believe 
that  the  fountain  of  all  human  legislation  is  the  om- 
nipotence of  the  British  parliament,  we,  as  one  of 
those  nations,  acknowledge  no  such  supremacy.  We 
think,  with  the  great  jurist  of  our  mother  country, 
that  the  omnipotence  of  the  British  parliament  is  a fi- 
gure of  speech  rather  too  bold,  and  the  first  declara- 
tion of  the  act  of  our  existence  as  a separate  nation, 
was,  self-evident,  inalienable  rights  of  all  men  by  the 
laivs  of  nature  and  of  nature’s  God.  This  is  the  only 
omnipotence  to  which  we  bow  the  knee,  as  the  only 
source,  direct  or  indirect,  of  all  human  legislation, 
and  that  thus  the  laws  of  nations  are  identical  with 
the  rights  of  men  associated  in  independent  commu- 
nities. 

The  practical  organization  of  our  social  system  is 
not  altogether  consistent  with  our  theory  of  the  law 
of  nature  and  of  nature’s  God,  which  has  given  to  all 
men  the  inalienable  right  to  liberty.  The  existence 
of  slavery  is  incompatible  with  that  law  of  nature. 

But  we  speak  the  English  language,  and  what  the 
men  of  other  tongues  call  the  rights  of  nations,  we 
call  the  laws  of  nations.  What,  then,  are  the  laws 
of  nations,  by  the  rules  of  which  the  right  and  wrong 
of  the  present  contest  between  Great  Britain  and 
China  are  to  be  ascertained?  And  here  we  are  to  re- 
member, that  by  the  laws  of  nations  are  to  be  under- 
stood not  one  code  of  laws,  binding  alike  upon  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  but  a system  of  rules,  varying 
according  to  the  character  and  condition  of  the  parties 
concerned.  The  general  law  of  nations  is  derived 
from  four  distinct  sources,  denominated  by  Vat’tel  the 
necessary,  voluntary,  conventional,  and  customary 
laws  of  nations,  The  necessary  law  is  the  applica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  nature  to  the  intercourse  between 
independent  communities,  and  this  itself  can  be  en- 
forced only  between  nations  who  recognize  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  state  is  a state  of  peace.  It  is  a reli- 
gious principle  of  the  Mahometan  nations,  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  propagate  their  religion  by  the  sword. 
Time  was,  when  their  cruel,  absurd  and  unnatural 
principle,  was  inscribed  on  the  holy  banners  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  The  vision  of  Constantine 
himself,  who  seated  Christianity  upon  the  throne  of 
the  Caesars^— the  vision  by  which  he  pretended  to 
have  been  converted  to  the  faith  of  the  blessed  gos- 
pel, falsified  all  its  commands,  and  perverted  its  na- 
ture. The  cross  of  Christ  was  exhibited  before  his 
eyes,  and  the  words  inscribed  upon  it  were,  “by  this 
conquer" — conquer — persecute — enslave— destroy — 
kindle  the  fires  of  the  holy  hermandads,  burn  the  he- 
retic at  the  stake — tear  his  nerves  to  atoms  by  the 
rack,  hunt  him  with  blood  hounds,  pluck  out  his  vi- 
tals and  slap  them  in  his  face — all  for  the  salvation 
of  his  soul — by  this  conquer! 

By  the  Jaws  of  nations,  between  the  communities, 
subscribers  to  this  creed,  the  bishop  of  Rome,  the 
self-styled  servant  of  servants,  by  the  seal  of  the  fish- 
erman’s ring,  was  for  many  ages  invested  with  au- 
thority to  distribute  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 


out  of  the  pale  of  Christianity,  to  whomsoever  he 
pleased.  And  accordingly,  in  January,  1445,  his 
holiness,  Nicholas  V.  did,  of  his  own  proper  motion, 
without  petition  from  anyone,  by  his  mere  liberality 
and  certain  knowledge,  after  full  deliberation,  and  in 
the  plenitude  of  Apostolic  power,  give,  grant  and 
convey  the  whole  kingdom  of  Guinea,  and  all  its  ne- 
gro inhabitants,  to  Alphonso,  king  of  Portugal,  and 
his  son,  the  infante  Don  Henry,  and  their  heirs  and 
successors  forever — and  forty  years  after,  in  1493, 
Alexander  VI.  the  Nero  of  the  papal  tiara,  the  year 
after  the  discovery  by  Christopher  Columbus,  of  the 
western  hemisphere,  did  in  like  manner  give  and 
grant  the  same  hemisphere  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella 
of  Spain.  This  was  about  twenty-five  years  before 
the  publication  of  the  thirty-five  Theses  of  Martin 
Luther  at  the  university  of  Wittenberg.  That  was 
the  law  of  nations,  between  Christian  communities 
of  that  day.  Since  the  protestant  reformation,  the 
power  of  the  Pope  to  distribute  kingdoms  at  his  plea- 
sure, is  hardly  an  article  of  the  law  of  nations,  even 
among  catholic  communities.  Yet  even  now  there 
is  a law  of  nations  between  Roman  Catholics,  strictly 
confined  to  them,  and  which  is  of  no  validity  for  any 
other  portion  of  the  human  race. 

There  is  also  a law  of  nations  between  Christian 
communities,  which  prevails  between  the  Europeans 
and  their  descendants  throughout  the  globe.  This  is 
the  law  recognised  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  as  obligatory  upon  them  in  their 
intercourse  with  the  European  states  and  colonies. — 
But  we  have  a separate  and  different  law  of  nations 
for  the  regulation  of  our  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  of  our  own  continent.  Another  law  of  nations 
between  us  and  the  woolly-headed  natives  of  Africa, 
— another  with  the  Barbary  powers  and  the  sultan  of 
the  Ottoman  empire — a law  of  nations  with  the  in- 
habitants of  the  isles  of  the  sea,  wherever  human  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  have  explored  the  geography 
of  the  globe;  and,  lastly,  a law  of  nations  with  the 
flowery  land,  the  Celestial  empire,  the  Mantchon 
Tartar  dynasty  of  despotism,  where  the  patriarchal 
system  of  sir  Robert  Filmer  flourishes  in  all  its  glory. 

And  this  is  the  heathen  nation  with  which  the  im- 
perial Christian  realm  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is 
waging  a war,  in  which  all  or  many  other  of  the 
Christian  nations  on  the  earth,  and  among  the  rest 
are  our  United  States  of  America,  are  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  involved. 

The  law  of  nations  then,  by  which  the  right  and 
wrong  of  the  present  contest  is  to  be  tried,  is  as,  be- 
tween the  parties  themselves,  the  general  and  neces- 
sary law  of  nations,  but  as  it  may  affect  the  other 
Christian  nations  whose  rights  are  involved  in  the  is- 
sue, it  is  the  Christian  law  of  nations  which  must  fur- 
nish the  principles  for  discussion.  It  may  be  neces- 
sary to  remember  this  distinction. 

By  the  law  of  nature,  the  rights  of  property  result 
from  two  sources,  occupancy  and  labor — occupancy 
gives  possession,  and  confers  the  exclusive  right  to 
its  fruits — but  possession  is  either  temporary  or  per- 
manent. It  may  be  exclusive  or  common.  Posses- 
sion may  be  permanently  maintained  of  that  which 
can  be  carried  about  with  the  person.  The  occu- 
pancy of  the  soil  to  give  the  right  to  the  soil,  must  be 
permanent — at  least  for  a season — to  be  permanent  it 
must  be  divided  by  metes  and  bounds;  and  this  can  be 
effected  only  by  agreement.  The  right  of  property 
being  thus  established  by  labor,  by  occupancy  and  by 
compact,  the  right  of  exchange,  barter,  or  in  other 
words  of  commerce,  necessarily  follows.  If  the  state 
of  nature  between  men  is  a state  of  peace,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness  is  a natural  right  of  man’s,  it  i3 
the  duty  of  man  to  contribute  as  much  as  is  in  his 
power  to  one  another’s  happiness.  This  is  emphati- 
cally enjoined  by  the  Christian  precept  to  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself — now  there  is  no  other  way  by 
which  men  can  so  much  contribute  to  the  comfort 
and  well-being  of  one  another  as  by  commerce  or 
mutual  exchanges  of  equivalents.  Commerce  is  then 
among  the  natural  rights  and  duties  of  men — and  if 
of  individuals,  still  more  of  communities — for  as  by 
the  law  of  nature  every  man,  though  he  love  his 
neighbor  as  himself,  must  provide  for  his  own  pre- 
servation and  that  of  his  family,  before  he  can  minis- 
ter to  the  wants  of  his  neighbor,  it  follows  that  he  can 
give  in  exchange  to  his  neighbor  only  the  excess  of 
the  fruit  of  his  labor  beyond  that  which  is  necessary 
for  his  and  their  subsistence.  The  exchange  itself 
may,  indeed,  be  of  necessaries,  and  that  leads  to  the 
division  of  labor,  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  as- 
sociation; but  that  cannot  be  without  commerce. 

This  duty  of  commercial  intercourse  between  na- 
tions is  laid  down  in  terms  sufficiently  positive  by 
Vattel,  but  he  afterwards  qualifies  it  by  a restriction 
which  unless  itself  restricted,  annuls  it  altogether. — 
He  says  that  although  the  general  duty  of  commercial 
intercourse  is  incumbent  upon  nations,  yet  every  na- 
tion may  exclude  any  particular  branch  or  article  of 
trade  which  it  may  deem  injurious  to  its  own  inter- 
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est.  This  cannot  be  denied.  But  then  a nation  may 
multiply  these  particular  exclusions  until  they  be- 
come general,  and  equivalent  to  a total  interdict  of 
commerce,  and  this,  time  out  of  mind  has  been  the 
inflexible  policy  of  the  Chinese  empire.  So  says 
Vattel,  without  affixing  any  note  of  censure  upon  it. 
Yet  it  is  manifestly  incompatible  with  the  position 
which  he  had  previously  laid  down,  that  commercial 
intercourse  between  nations  is  a moral  obligation  in- 
cumbent upon  them  all. 

The  empire  of  China  is  said  to  extend  over  three 
hundred  millions  of  human  beings.  It  is  said  to  co- 
ver a space  of  seven  millions  of  square  miles;  about 
four  times  larger  than  the  surface  of  these  United 
States.  The  people  are  not  Christians.  Nor  can  a 
Christian  nation  appeal  to  the  principles  of  a common 
Faith  to  settle  the  question  of  right  and  wrong  be- 
tween them.  The  moral  obligation  of  commercial 
intercourse  between  nations  is  founded  entirely,  ex- 
clusively, upon  the  Christian  precept  to  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself.  With  this  principle  you  cannot 
refuse  commercial  intercourse  with  your  neighbor, 
because  commerce,  consisting  of  a voluntary  ex- 
change of  property  mutually  beneficial  to  both  par- 
ties, excites  in  both  the  selfish  and  the  social  propen- 
sities, and  enables  each  of  the  parties  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  his  neighbors  by  the  same  act  whereby 
he  provides  for  his  own. 

But  China,  not  being  a Christian  nation,  its  inhabi- 
tants do  not  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  Chris- 
tian precept,  to  love  their  neighbor  as  themselves. — 
The  right  of  commercial  intercourse  with  them  re- 
verts to  the  execrable  principle  of  Hobbes,  that  the 
state  of  nature  is  a state  of  war;  everyone  has  a right 
to  buy,  but  no  one  is  obliged  to  sell.  Commerce  be- 
comes altogether  a matter  of  convention.  The  right 
of  each  party  is  only  to  propose — that  of  the  other  is 
to  accept  or  refuse,  and  to  his  result  he  may  be  guid- 
ed exclusively  by  the  consideration  of  his  own  inte- 
rest, without  regard  to  the  interests,  the  wishes,  or 
the  wants  of  his  neighbor. 

This  is  a churlish  and  unsocial  system, — and  I take 
occasion  here  to  say  that  whoever  examines  the  Chris- 
tian system  of  morals , with  a philosophical  spirit,  set- 
ting aside  all  the  external  and  historical  evidence  of 
its  truth,  will  find  all  its  precepts  tending  to  exalt  the 
nature  of  the  animal  man;  all  its  purpose,  of  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  towards  men.  Ask  the  Atheist 
— the  Deist — the  Chinese,  and  they  will  tell  you  that 
the  foundation  of  their  system  of  morals  is  selfish  en- 
joyment. Ask  the  philosophers  of  the  Grecian 
schools — Epicurus,  Socrates,  Zeno,  Plato,  Lucretius, 
Cicero,  Seneca,  and  you  will  find  them  discoursing 
upon  the  Supreme  Good.  They  will  tell  you  it  is 
pleasure,  ease,  temperance,  prudence,  fortitude,  jus- 
tice; not  one  of  them  will  whisper  the  name  of  love, 
unless  in  its  gross  and  physical  sense,  as  an  instru- 
ment of  pleasure;  not  one  of  them  will  tell  you  that 
the  source  of  all  moral  relation  between  you  and  the 
rest  of  mankind  is  to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself, 
to  do  unto  him  as  you  would  that  he  should  do  unto 
you. 

The  Chinese  recognize  no  such  law.  Their  inter- 
nal government  is  a hereditary  patriarchal  despotism, 
and  their  own  exclusive  interest  is  the  measure  of  all 
their  relations  with  the  rest  of  mankind.  Their  own 
government  is  founded  upon  the  principle,  that  as  a 
nation  they  are  superior  to  the  rest  of  mankind. — 
They  believe  themselves  and  their  country  especially 
privileged  over  all  others— that  their  dominion  is  the 
celestial  empire  and  their  territory  the  flowery  land. 
At  a period  of  their  history  so  remote  that  they  have 
no  authentic  records  of  the  times,  to  make  their  sep- 
aration from  the  rest  of  the  world  more  effectual,  they 
built  a wall  of  1500  miles  long  between  themselves 
and  their  next  neighbors,  the  Tartars,  which,  howev- 
er, has  not  saved  them  from  being  more  than  once 
conquered.  The  last  time  this  happened  was  in  the 
year  1644,  and  the  second  century  is  about  clos- 
ing upon  the  dominion  of  the  Mantchou  Tartars. — 
That  conquest,  however,  produced  no  other  revolu- 
tion of  government  than  the  transfer  of  the  imperial 
sceptre  from  one  family  to  another.  It  is  a remark 
of  Hume,  that  if  the  conquest  of  France  by  Henry 
the  Vth  of  Monmouth  had  been  maintained  by  his 
successors,  the  result  would  have  been  to  convert 
England  into  a French  province;  such  in  the  natural 
course  of  events  must  be  the  result  of  the  conquest 
of  a larger  by  a smaller  adjoining  people.  And  this 
is  precisely  what  has  happened  with  China  and  Tar- 
tary. The  principle  of  the  Chinese  government  is, 
that  the  whole  nation  is  one  great  family,  of  which 
the  Emperor  is  the  father.  His  authority  is  unlimit- 
ed, and  he  can  not  only  appoint  such  of  his  sons  as 
he  pleases  to  succeed  him,  but  may  even  transfer  the 
succession  to  another  family.  Idol  worship,  polyga- 
my,  infanticide,  are  the  natural  consequences  of  such 
a system  within  the  realm,  and  the  assumption  of  a 
pretension  to  superiority  over  all  other  nations  regu- 
lates their  intercourse  with  foreigners. 


To  the  Greeks  and  Romans  of  antiquity,  the  very 
existence  of  the  Chinese  nation  was  unknown.  The 
first  notice  of  them  received  by  the  Europeans  of  the 
middle  ages,  was  from  the  Venetian  Marco  Polo  in 
the  I3th  century.  When  the  Portuguese,  two  hun- 
dred years  later,  found  the  way  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  to  India,  they  soon  pushed  forward  their 
navigation  and  their  enterprise  along  the  whole  coast 
of  China.  They  were  allowed  to  trade  for  several 
years  at  various  ports;  but  abusing  this  privilege  and 
their  navigating  power,  they  were  soon  excluded  from 
all  access  to  the  empire.  A few  years  later  the  coast 
was  infested  by  pirates.  One  of  these,  named 
Tchang-si-loo,  obtained  possession  of  the  island  of 
Macao;  there  held  the  whole  coast  in  a state  of  block- 
ade, and  besieged  Canton,  itself  destitute  of  all  naval 
power.  The  mandarins  of  the  Celestial  Empire  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  those  very  Portuguese  to 
defend  and  deliver  their  country  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  a single  bold  and  desperate  pirate.  They 
sent  from  lancam,  where  they  had  a trading  establish- 
ment, an  expedition  which  raised  the  siege  of  Canton, 
and  drove  Tchang-si-loo  back  to  Macao,  where,  to 
escape  from  ihe  fate  which  awaited  him  had  he  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  his  pursuers,  he  died  by  his  own 
hands.  In  reward  for  this  service  the  Emperor  gave 
to  the  Portuguese  the  Island  of  Macao,  which  they 
hold  to  this  day,  and  from  which  station  they  and  the 
other  navigating  nations  of  Christendom  have  carried 
on  all  their  commercial  intercourse  with  the  interior 
of  China. 

This  grant,  in  full  sovereignty,  of  an  island  at  the 
very  entrance  of  the  China  seas,  to  a foreign  and 
Christian  power,  would  seem  to  be  a wide  departure 
from  the  fundamental  system  of  excluding  all  foreign- 
ers from  admission  within  the  Empire,  but  it  was  in 
truth  a necessary  consequence  of  that  system.  The 
seclusion  of  the  Empire  from  all  other  nations  was  a 
necessary  renunciation  of  all  maritime  enterprise, 
and  all  naval  armament.  The  coast  was  thus  left 
defenceless  against  the  assaults  of  single  desperate 
adventurers.  The  traffic  which  the  Portuguese  soli- 
cited, was  altogether  advantageous  to  the  Chinese. — 
The  Portuguese  brought  gold,  silver,  and  precious 
stones.  They  took  away  silks,  nankeens,  porcelain, 
varnish,  medicinal  plants  and  tea,  the  produce  of  the 
soil  and  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country.  A 
small  island  upon  the  coast,  as  a permanent  abode  for 
the  Portuguese  traders,  given  to  them  as  a possession, 
was  a compromise  for  their  claim  of  admission  to  the 
territory  necessary  for  carrying  on  that  importation 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  that  exportation  of  Chi- 
nese industry,  the  benefits  of  which  could  not  but  be 
felt  and  could  not  be  overlooked. 

Other  navigating  Christian  nations  followed  in  the 
wake  of  the  Portuguese.  The  Spaniards,  the  Dutch, 
the  English,  the  French,  the  Danes,  successively 
came  as  rival  competitors  for  the  lucrative  commerce. 
It  was  chiefly,  though  not  always  confined  to  the  port 
of  Canton,  but  no  European  was  ever  admitted  with- 
in the  walls  of  that  city.  The  several  trading  na- 
tions were  allowed  to  establish  small  factories,  for 
counting  houses,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  without 
the  city;  but  they  were  never  suffered  to  enter  within 
the  gates — they  were  not  permitted  to  introduce  even 
a woman  into  the  factory.  All  their  intercourse  with 
the  sobordinate  government  of  the  Province  was  car- 
ried on  through  the  medium  of  a dozen  Chinese  tra- 
ders denominated  the  Hong  merchants.  All  their 
remonstrances  against  wrong,  or  claims  of  right, 
must  be  transmitted  not  directly  to  the  government, 
but  through  the  Hong — all  in  the  form  of  humble  sup- 
plication called  by  the  Chinese  a Pin;  and  all  must  be 
content  to  receive  the  answers  of  the  Viceroys,  in  the 
form  of  edicts,  in  which  they,  their  sovereigns,  and 
their  nations,  were  invariably  styled  outside  barbarians: 
and  the  highest  compliment  to  their  kings  was  to  de- 
clare them  reverently  submissive  to  his  imperial  majes- 
ty, Monarch  of  the  Celestial  Empire  and  father  of  the 
flowery  land. 

It  is  humiliating  to  think  that  not  only  the  proudest 
monarchs  of  Europe,  but  the  most  spirited  and  en- 
lightened and  valorous  nations  of  Christendom,  have 
submitted  to  this  tone,  and  these  principles  of  inter- 
course, so  long  as  to  have  given  them,  if  prescription 
could  give  them,  a claim  of  right  and  a color  of  con- 
formity to  the  law  of  nature. 

There  are  three  principles  of  the  law  of  nature  ap 
plied  to  nations  laid  down  in  the  preliminary  chapter 
to  Vattel’s  treatise,  a close  attention  to  which  is  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  the  adjustment  of  the  ques- 
tion of  right  and  wrong  in  this  issue  of  fact  between 
the  British  and  Chinese  governments. 

1.  “The  first  general  law,  which  the  very  end  of 
the  society  of  nations  discovers,  is  that  each  nation 
ought  to  contribute  all  in  its  power  to  the  happiness 
and  perfection  of  others. 

But  the  duty  towards  ourselves  having  incontestably 
the  advantage  over  our  duty  with  respect  to  others,  a 


nation  ought  in  the  first  place,  preferably  to  all  other 
considerations,  to  do  whatever  it  can  to  promote  its 
own  happiness  and  perfection.” 

Here  is  a fallacy.  The  first  and  vital  principle  of 
Christian  morality,  is  to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself, 

: to  do  unto  otiiers  as  you  would  that  they  should  do 
unto  you.  It  does  not  permit  you  to  promote  your 
own  happiness  and  perfection  in  preference  to  all 
other  considerations.  It  makes  your  neighbor’s  hap- 
piness, so  for  as  your  action  is  concerned,  a part  of 
your  own.  It  does  not  permit  you  to  sacrifice  his 
happiness  to  yours  any  more  than  yours  to  his.  The 
importance  of  this  distinction  will  be  given,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  second  and  third  preliminaries  laid  down 
by  the  same  author,  and  by  deducing  the  consequen- 
ces inferible  from  them  all. 

“Nations  being  free  and  independent  of  each  other, 
in  the  same  manner  as  men  are  free  and  independent, 
the  second  general  law  of  their  society  is,  that  each 
nation  ought  to  be  left  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
that  liberty  it  has  derived  from  nature.  From  this 
liberty  and  independence,  it  follows  that  every  nation 
is  to  judge  of  what  its  conscience  demands,  of  what 
I it  can  or  cannot  do,  of  what  is  proper  or  improper  to 
be  done;  and  consequently  to  organize  and  determine, 
whether  it  can  perform  any  office  for  another  with- 
out being  wanting  in  what  it  owes  to  itself.” 

Now  for  the  third  general  law. 

“Since  men  are  naturally  equal,  and  their  rights 
and  obligations  are  the  same,  as  equally  proceeding 
from  nature,  nations  composed  of  men,  considered  as 
so  many  free  persons  living  together  in  a state  of  na 
ture,  are  naturally  equal,  and  receive  from  nature  the 
same  obligations  and  rights.  Hence, 

“If  it  [a  nation]  makes  an  ill  use  of  its  liberty,  it 
offends;  but  others  ought  to  suffer  it  to  do  so,  having 
no  right  to  command  it  to  do  otherwise. 

The  nation  that  has  acted  wrong,  has  offended 
against  its  conscience,  but  as  it  may  do  whatever  it  has 
a right  to  perform,  it  cannot  be  accused  of  violating 
the  laws  of  society.” 

Let  us  separate  the  question  of  right  and  wrong, 
from  that  of  the  right  of  either  party  to  compel  by 
force  the  performance  of  right  by  the  other,  and  how 
stand  these  three  corner  stones  of  Vattel’s  laws  of 
nations  towards  each  other?  If  it  be  true  that  each 
nation  ought  to  contribute  all  in  its  power  to  the  hap- 
piness and  perfection  of  others,  how  can  it  be  true 
that  a nation  ought,  in  the  first  place,  and  preferable  to 
all  other  considerations,  to  do  whatever  it  can  to  pro- 
mote its  own  happiness  and  perfection,  and  to  be  the 
exclusive  judge  of  what  that  is?  If  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  all  human  society  be  that  each  is  bound  to  con- 
tribute to  the  happiness  of  all,  it  surely  follows  that 
each  cannot  regulate  his  conduct  by  the  exclusive  or 
even  by  the  paramount  consideration  of  his  own  in- 
terest. 

In  applying  his  own  principles  to  the  cultivation  of 
commerce,  Vattel  begins  by  laying  it  down  as  a moral 
obligation.  He  says  expressly,  that  nations  are 
obliged  to  cultivate  the  home-trade — because  it  pro- 
motes the  welfare  of  the  community — and  “from  the 
same  reason,  drawn  from  the  welfare  of  the  state, 
and  to  procure  for  the  citizens  every  thing  they  want, 
a nation  is  obliged  to  promote  and  carry  on  a foreign 
trade.”  And  yet  because  every  one  has  a right  to 
buy,  and  every  one  an  equal  right  to  refuse  to  sell, 
therefore  every  nation  having  exclusively,  or  in  pre- 
ference to  all  other  considerations,  regard  to  its  own 
interest,  has  a right  to  interdict  all  commerce  with 
other  nations. 

Here  is  a manifest  inconsistency  between  the  two 
principles.  The  vital  principle  of  commerce  is  reci- 
procity; and  although  in  all  cases  of  traffic,  each  party 
acts  for  himself  and  for  the  promotion  of  his  own  in- 
terest, the  duty  of  each  is  to  hold  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  other — not  from  exclusive  cr  para- 
mount consideration  of  his  own  interest,  but.  from  a 
joint  and  equal  moral  consideration  of  the  interests 
of  both.  If  the  object  of  any  particular  traffic  is  ad- 
vantageous to  one  party  aod  injurious  to  the  other, 
then  the  party  suffering  has  an  unquestionable  right 
to  interdict  the  trade,  not  from  exclusive  or  para- 
mount consideration  of  his  own  interest,  but  because 
the  traffic  no  longer  fulfils  the  condition  which  makes 
commercial  intercourse  a duty. 

The  fundamental  principle  of  the  Chinese  Empire 
is  anti-commercial.  It  is  founded  entirely  upon  the 
second  and  third  of  Vattel’s  general  principles,  to  the 
total  exclusion  of  the  first.  It  admits  no  obligation 
to  hold  commercial  intercourse  with  others.  It  ut- 
terly denies  the  equality  of  other  nations  with  itself, 
and  even  their  independence.  It  holds  itself  to  be  the 
centre  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  equal  to  the  heaven- 
ly host,  and  all  other  nations  with  whom  it  has  any 
relations,  political  or  commercial,  as  outside  tributa- 
ry barbarians,  reverently  submissive  to  the  will  of  its 
despotic  chief.  It  is  upon  this  principle,  openly  avow- 
ed and  inflexibly  maintained,  that  the  principal  mari- 
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time  nations  of  Europe  for  several  centuries,  and  the 
United  States  of  America  from  the  time  of  their  ac- 
knowledged independence,  have  been  content  to  hold 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  empire  of  China. 

It  is  time  that  this  enormous  outrage  upon  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  and  upon  the  first  principles 
of  the  rights  of  nations,  should  cease.  These  princi- 
ples of  the  Chinese  empire,  too  long  connived  at  and 
truckled  to  by  the  mightiest  Christian  nations  of  the 
civilized  world,  have  at  length  been  brought  into  con- 
flict with  the  principles  and  the  power  of  the  British 
empire;  and  I cannot  forbear  to  express  the  hope  that 
Britain,  after  taking  the  lead  in  the  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade  and  of  slavery;  and  of  the  still 
more  degrading  tribute  to  the  Barbary  African  Ma- 
hommetans,  will  extend  her  liberating  arm  to  the 
farthest  bounds  of  Asia,  and  at  the  elose  of  the  pre- 
sent contest  insist  upon  concluding  the  peace  on  terms 
of  perfect  equality  with  the  Chinese  empire,  and  that 
the  future  commerce  shall  be  carried  on  upon  terms 
of  equality  and  reciprocity  between  the  two  commu- 
nities, parties  to  the  trade,  for  the  benefit  of  both, 
each  retaining  the  right  of  prohibition  and  of  regula- 
tion, and  to  interdict  any  article  or  branch  of  trade 
injurious  to  itself,  as,  for  example,  the  article  of  opi- 
um; and  to  secure  itself  against  the  practices  of  frau- 
dulent traders  and  smugglers. 

This  is  the  true,  and  I apprehend  the  only,  ques- 
tion at  issue  between  the  governments  and  nations  of 
Great  Britain  and  China.  It  is  a general,  but  I be- 
lieve altogether  mistaken  opinion,  that  the  quarrel  is 
merely  for  certain  chests  of  opium  imported  by  Bri- 
tish merchants  into  China,  and  seized  by  the  Chinese 
government  for  having  been  imported  contrary  to  law. 
This  is  a mere  incident  to  the  dispute;  but  no  more 
the  cause  of  the  war,  than  the  throwing  overboard  of 
the  tea  in  Boston  harbor  was  the  cause  of  the  North 
American  revolution. 

The  cause  of  the  war  is  the  pretension  on  the  part 
of  the  Chinese,  that  in  all  their  intercourse  with 
other  nations,  political  or  commercial,  their  superio- 
rity must  be  implicitly  acknowledged,  and  manifest- 
ed in  humiliating  forms.  It  is  not  creditable  to  the 
great,  powerful  and  enlightened  nations  of  Europe, 
that  for  several  centuries  they  have,  for  the  sake  of 
profitable  trade  submitted  to  this  insolent  and  insult- 
ing pretension,  equally  contrary  to  the  first  principles 
of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  revealed  religion^the 
natural  equality  of  mankind — 

Auri  sacra  fames, 

Quid  non  mortalia  pectora  cogis! 

This  submission  to  insult  is  the  more  extraordina- 
ry for  being  practised  by  Christian  nations,  which,  in 
their  intercourse  with  one  another,  push  the  princi- 
ple of  equality  and  reciprocity  to  the  minutest  punc- 
tilios of  forms.  Isatreaty  to  be  concluded  between  the 
British  and  Russian  empires,  it  must  be  in  both  their 
languages,  or  in  a third,  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 
The  copies  of  the  same  treaty  are  to  be  so  varied 
that  each  of  the  parties  is  first  named  in  the  copy 
retained  by  itself,  the  signatures  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries must  either  be  in  parallel  lines  or  alternate 
in  their  order  upon  the  two  copies.  Duels  have  been 
fought,  between  ambassadors  of  two  European  courts 
to  the  monarch  of  a third,  for  the  precedence  of  ad- 
mission to  his  presence;  and  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  second,  a bloody  battle  was  fought  in  the 
streets  of  London  between  the  retinues  of  a French 
and  a Spanish  ambassador,  in  a struggle  between 
the  two  coachmen,  which  should  lead  the  other  in  a 
procession. 

Among  the  expedients  to  which  the  British  govern- 
ment had  resorted  to  hide  their  faces  from  the  shame 
of  submission  to  their  principle,  of  commercial  inter- 
course with  China,  was  that  of  granting  the  monopo- 
ly of  trade  to  a company  of  merchants.  The  char- 
ter of  the  East  India  company  was  the  instrument  of 
this  monopoly;  and  as  the  company  possessed  none 
of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  whatever  compli- 
ances their  thirst  for  gain  might  reconcile  with  their 
self-esteem  as  men,  or  their  pride  as  Britons,  was 
supposed  to  involve  no  sacrifice  of  the  national  honor 
and  dignity,  They  submitted,  therefore,  to  accept 
the  permission  to  trade  with  the  people  of  China,  as 
a boon  granted  to  their  humble  supplications,  called 
a Pin.  But  their  trade  was  to  be  confined  to  the 
single  port  of  Canton,  in  an  empire  of  seven  millions 
pf  square  miles,  with  a population  of  300,000,000  of 
souls.  Even  into  that  city  of  Canton  no  British  sub- 
ject was  ever  to  be  suffered  to  set  his  foot.  They 
were  permitted  to  erect,  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
below  trie  city,  the  buildings  necessary  for  a count- 
ing house,  over  which  they  might  display  the  degrad- 
ed standard  of  their  nation,  but  from  which  their 
wives  and  families  were  to  be  forever  excluded.  For 
the  superintendence  of  this  trade,  certain  officers 
were  appointed  by  the  East  Indian  company — and 
it  was  to  be  exclusively  carried  on  with  ten  or 
twelve  Chinese  merchants  of  the  city,  called  Hong 
merchants,  through  whom  alone,  the  outside  barba- 


rians had  access  by  the  Pin  to  the  government  of  the 
city. 

In  the  year  1792,  just  at  the  time  when  the  wars 
of  the  French  revolution,  in  which  Great  Britain 
took  so  prominent  a part,  were  breaking  out,  the 
British  government  instituted  a splendid  embassy  to 
the  emperor  of  China,  Kien  Long,  who  was  then  ap- 
proaching the  termination  of  a reign  of  sixty  years. 
The.  selection  of  the.  time  for  this  mission  excited  a 
general  suspicion  throughout  Europe,  that  its  object 
was  connected  with  the  policy  agitated  by  the  ap- 
proaching conflict,  and  that  an  alliance,  at  least  de- 
fensive, against  revolutionary  France,  was  contem- 
plated under  the  ostensible  appearance  of  placing 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries upon  a more  just  and  equitable  footing.  From 
the  historical  account  of  this  embassy,  published  by 
sir  George  Staunton,  it  appears  that  its  object  was 
to  prevail  upon  the  Chinese  government  to  admit  the 
establishment  of  a permanent  diplomatic  British 
minister  to  reside  near  the  person  of  the.  emperor,  at 
Pekin,  and  thereby  to  secure  a more  effective  pro- 
tection to  the  commerce  between  the  two  countries, 
than  it  had  before  enjoyed.  This  was  a fair  and  lau- 
dable purpose — and  so  reasonable  did  it  appear,  that 
Mr.  Ward,  who  published  his  excellent  history  of 
the  law  of  nations,  in  1795,  before  the  result  of  Lord 
Macartney’s  embassy  was  known,  in  the  passage  of 
his  work  where  he  noticed  this  exclusive  and  exclud- 
ing policy  of  the  Chinese,  added  a note  announcing 
the.  expectation  that  very  shortly  thereafter,  a per- 
manent British  diplomatic  mission  would  be  estab- 
lished at  the  imperial  court  of  Pekin.  But  this  was 
not  the  conclusion  of  Chinese  logic  or  Chinese  bene- 
volence. From  the  moment  that  Lord  Macartney 
landed  in  China,  till  he  embarked  in  the  Lion,  to  re- 
turn home,  he  was  considered  as  the  vassal  of  a dis- 
tant subordinate  petty  prince,  sent  by  his  master  to 
do  homage,  and  bear  the  tributary  presents  to  the 
superhuman  majesty  of  the  celestial  empire.  Lau- 
dandum,  Ornandum,  Tolerandum,  was  the  unvarying 
policy  of  the  treatment  which  he  received — all  pos- 
sible courtesy  of  forms  was  observed  towards  him, 
and  with  occasional  gross  exceptions,  to  the  nume- 
rous retinue  of  the  embassy;  but  two  grandees  of  the 
empire,  Chow-ta-zhin,  a civilian,  and  Yan-la-zhin,  a 
military  commander,  were  sent  to  accompany  and  es- 
cort him  to  Pekin,  with  a third  Legate,  a Tartar,  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  whose  office  was  all  but 
avowedly  that  of  a spy.  Arrived  at  Pekin,  Lord 
Macartney  found  that  the  emperor  was  absent  in 
Tartary,  and  was  advised  to  follow  him  thither, 
which  he  accordingly  did.  He  was  lodged  with  his 
Junto,  at  sundry  unoccupied  imperial  palaces,  on  the 
way,  and  given  to  understand  that  this  and  many 
other  petty  observances,  were  transcendant  honors, 
such  as  no  outside  barbarian  had  ever  before  been 
indulged  in.  Meanwhile  he  was  advised  to  practise 
the  Ko  Tou,  or  ceremonial  prostration,  knocking  his 
forehead  nine  times  on  the  floor,  which  would  be  re- 
quired on  his  being  presented  to  the  emperor.  Lord 
Macartney,  who  perfectly  understood  the  meaning  of 
this  ceremony,  importing  that  his  sovereign  was  but  a 
tributary  vassal  of  the  celestial  emperor,  proposed 
as  a compromise,  to  perform  his  part  of  the  ceremony, 
on  condition  that  a Chinese  Mandarin  of  equal  rank 
with  himself,  should  perform  the  same  ceremony  be- 
fore the  portrait  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  This 
proposal  was  not  accepted,  but  the  old  emperor — as  a 
special  favor,  consented  to  receive  the  ambassador,  as 
he  was  accustomed  to  approach  his  own  sovereign,  on 
one  bended  knee. 

Before  the  presentation,  however,  Lord  Macartney 
had  a private  interview  with  the  Colas,  or  prime 
minister  of  the  empire,  in  which  he  disclosed  the 
principal  object  of  his  mission,  and  was  sufficiently 
forwarned  of  its  failure. 

“His  excellency,”  (says  sir  George  Staunton), 
“found  it  necessary  to  use  great  tenderness  and  many 
qualified  expressions,  in  convening  any  idea  that  a 
connection  between  Great  Britain  and  China  could 
be  of  any  importance  to  the  latter,  either  by  the  in- 
troduction of  European  commodities,  of  which,  taken 
in  barter,  the  necessity  was  not  felt:  or  by  the  sup- 
ply of  cotton  or  of  rice,  from  India,  which  some  of 
the  Chinese  provinces  were  equally  fit  to  cultivate; 
or  of  bullion,  of  which  the  increase  had  sometimes 
the  inconvenience  of  unequally  increasing  the  price 
of  the  useful  or  necessary  articles  of  life;  or  lastly, 
by  the  assistance  of  a naval  force  to  destroy  the  pi- 
rates on  the  coast,  against  whose  mischief  the  sure 
resource  existed  of  an  internal  communication  by 
rivers  and  canals.  Such  were  the  avowed  or  affected 
notions  entertained  by  the  Chinese  government,  of 
the  superiority  or  independence  of  the  empire,  that 
no  transaction  with  foreigners  was  admissable  by  it, 
on  the  ground  of  reciprocal  benefit,  but  as  a grace 
and  condescension  from  the  former  to  the  latter.” 

“His  excellency  was  not  unwilling  to  negotiate, 
even  on  these  terms:  and  the  Colas  obligingly  said, 


that  they  should  have  frequent  opportunities  of  meet- 
ing during  the  continuance  of  his  excellency’s  visit  to 
the  Chinese  court.” 

The  value  of  this  answer  was  very  shortly  after 
ascertained.  The  presentation  of  the  ambassador 
and  the  delivery  of  his  credential  letters  was  effected 
with  great  solemnity,  and  he  was  magnificently  en- 
tertained by  the  emperor  on  his  birth  day,  the  17th 
of  September.  But  the  letter  and  the  presents  were 
no  sooner  delivered,  than  he  received  significant  hints, 
that  it  was  expected  he  would  apply  without  de- 
lay for  permission  to  depart.  The  emperor  return- 
ed after  a few  days  to  Pekin,  preceded  by  the  ambas- 
sador. Then  Lord  Macartney,  to  avoid  the  appear- 
ance of  obtruding  himself  too  long  upon  the  gene- 
rous hospitality  of  the  flowery  land,  wrote  to  the 
Colas,  informing  him  of  his  intention  to  ask  permis- 
sion to  depart  in  the  ensuing  month  of  February,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Chinese  new  year.  Instead  of 
answering  this  letter,  the  Colas  sent  for  Lord  Ma- 
cartney to  come  to  him,  and  informed  him  that  the 
emperor  was  greatly  concerned  for  the  health  of  the 
ambassador  and  of  his  suite,  and  that  the  climate  of 
Pekin  would  be  very  unfavorable  to  them  in  the 
winter,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  at  the  ambassador’s 
own  option  to  depart  or  to  remain,  the  solicitude  of 
the  emperor  being  caused  solely  and  exclusively  by 
his  regard  for  the  embassy  and  the  ambassador  him- 
self. Lord  Macartney  assured  the  red  button  man- 
darin that  he  was  not  under  the  slightest  apprehen- 
sion for  himself  or  for  his  companions,  of  suffering 
from  the  climate  of  Pekin — that  he  had  many  impor- 
tant objects  of  negotiation  to  present  to  the  conside- 
ration of  his  imperial  majesty,  and  “that  he,  the  Colas, 
had,  when  at  Zhehol,  been  so  good  as  to  flatter  him 
with  the  hope  of  many  meetings  with  him,  which, 
however  anxiously  he  wished  for,  his  sudden  depar- 
ture would  necessarily  prevent.” 

The  reply  of  the  Colas  was  in  the  most  approved 
style  of  courtly  dissimulation.  Without  particularly 
noticing  the  appeal  to  his  previous  promise,  his  words 
were  so  gracious,  that  the  interpreter,  a native 
Chinese,  concluded  that  it  would  be  perfectly  at  the 
ambassador’s  option  to  stay  as  long  as  might  suit  his 
purpose. 

The  Colas  gave  not  the  most  distant  intimation  to 
his  excellency  the  ambassador  that  the  emperor’s 
answer  to  the  credential  letter  from  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  was  already  prepared,  and  was  to  be  deliver- 
ed to  him  the  next  day  as  it  actually  was;  and  that  he 
might  make  no  mistake  as  to  the  intentions  of  his 
Chinese  majesty,  Chow-ta-zhin  and  Yan-ta-zhin  were 
sent  to  him,  to  inform  him  gently,  with  great  reluc- 
tance, and  under  some  depression  of  spirits,  that 
they  surmised,  but  did  not  know,  that  the  empe- 
ror’s answer  would  be  delivered  to  him  on  that  day; 
and  that  the  moment  it  should  be  received,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  make  application  for  permission  to 
depart. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  ambassador  was  again 
sent  for  to  meet  the  Colas  at  the  great  hall  of  audi- 
ence in  the  palace  of  Pekin,  as  soon  as  he  could  get  rea- 
dy. Though  severely  indisposed,  he  had  no  choice 
but  to  obey  the  summons,  and  after  traversing  a con- 
siderable part  of  the  Tartar  city,  on  reaching  the 
greathallof  thepalace-guard,  the  emperor’s  answer  to 
the  letter  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  was  in  a large 
roll  covered  with  yellow  silk  and  placed  in  a chair 
hung  with  curtains  of  the  same  color.  It  was  after- 
wards carried  in  form  up  in  the  middle  of  three 
flights  of  stairs;  while  the  Colas,  and  others  who 
stood  by  it,  and  the  ambassador  and  his  suite,  went 
up  the  side  steps  to  the  hall.  The  answer  was  placed 
in  the  midst  of  the  hall,  and  not  delivered  to  the  am- 
bassador, but  afterwards  sent  to  his  hotel,  in  state. 
That  this  humiliation  of  the  British  nation  in  the  per- 
son of  their  ambassador  should  lack  no  appropriate 
appendage,  it  seemed  to  be  part  of  the  intended  ce- 
remony of  the  day  to  display  the  beauties  of  the  pa- 
lace to  the  ambassador;  which  his  indisposition  oblig- 
ed him  to  decline;  and  to  leave  the  honor  of  this  per- 
ambulation to  sir  George  Staunton  himself,  and  two 
other  gentlemen  of  the  embassy.  The  Colas  led 
them  through  a great  number  of  separate  edifices, 
erected  on  a regular  plan,  in  a high  style  of  mag- 
nificence, all  intended  for  public  occasions  and 
appearance — while  the  emperor’sSprivate  apartments 
were  pointed  out  at  a distance  in  the  interior  palace. 

With  the  emperor’s  answer  to  the  letter  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  farewell  presents  for  him,  for  the  am- 
bassador and  for  every  person  of  his  suite,  were  sent 
to  the  hotel.  Lord  Macartney  was  extremely  reluc- 
tant at  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  his  embassy 
was  at  end,  and  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  do,  but 
to  ask  permission  to  depart  and  to  return  to  his  own 
country;  but  a kind  friend  at  the  imperial  court, 
whose  good  offices  he  had  secured,  suggested  to  him 
that  the  Chinese  had  no  other  idea  of  an  embassy,  and 
that  there  was  in  truth  no  other  alternative.  To  re- 
lieve him  from  the  embarrassment,  his  British  pride 
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and  his  Tartar  courtesy,  he  just  at  this  time  re- 
ceived advices  of  the  war  which  the  national  conven- 
tion had  declared  against  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Stadthalter  of  the  Netherlands,  and  he 
comforted  himself  with  the  anticipation  that  by  re- 
turning home  immediately  in  the  Lion,  the  ship 
which  had  conveyed  him  to  China,  he  might  at  the 
same  time  perform  the  service  of  conveying  in  safety 
the  East  India  company’s  fleet  of  merchantmen  then 
bound  to  Europe. 

This  ship,  however,  which  had  landed  him  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Phiho  river,  within  three  days  journey 
of  Pekin,  had  already  sailed  from  the  neighboring  is- 
land of  Chusan,  and  was  returning  to  Canton.  The 
distance  from  that  city  to  Pekin  is  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  hundred  miles,  the  whole  of  which  lord 
Marcartney  and  his  whole  embassy  were  transport- 
ed by  inland  river  and  canal  navigation,  at  the  cost  of 
his  imperial  majesty,  in  the  custody  of  a succession 
of  Mandarins,  civil  and  military  of  the  very  highest 
dignity — every  where  treated  with  distinguished  ho- 
nors, occasionally  buffeted  with  humiliating  insults, 
and  never  suffered  to  stay  a single  mile  from  the  ri- 
ver or  canal  upon  which  they  were  boated,  into  the 
country  through  which  they  were  passing;  or  to  pass 
a night  in  one  of  the  numerous  cities  through  which 
they  were  conducted.  They  were  nearly  three 
months  in  the  performance  of  this  inland  safe  con- 
duct; and  at  the  expiration  of  his  voyage  and  em- 
bassy Lord  Macartney  knew  about  as  much  of  the 
condition  of  the  interior  of  China  as  if  he  had,  dur- 
ing the  two  years  of  his  absence,  continually  resided 
in  Pall  Mall  or  Picadiily,  within  a stone’s  throw  of 
the  palace  of  St.  Janies. 

This  embassy,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
treated  with  more  respect  than  any  other  from  an 
European  government  during  the  two  centuries  of 
the  reign  of  the  Ta-Tsing  or  Mantchou  Tartar  dy- 
nasty. The  narrative  of  sir  George  Staunton  distinc- 
ly  and  positively  affirms,  that  Lord  Macartney  was 
admitted  to  the  presence  of  the  emperor  Kien-Long, 
and  presented  to  him  his  credentials  without  perform- 
ing the  prostration  of  the  Ko-Tou,  the  Chinese  act  of 
homage  from  the  vassal  of  the  sovereign  lord.  Cere- 
monies between  superiors  and  inferiors  are  the  per- 
sonification of  principles.  Nearly  twenty-five  years 
after  the  repulse  of  Lord  Macartney,  in  1816,  ano- 
ther splendid  embassy  was  despatched  by  the  British 
government,  in  the  person  of  Lord  Amherst,  who 
was  much  more  rudely  dismissed,  without  even  be- 
ing admitted  to  the  presence  of  the  emperor,  or  pass- 
ing a single  hour  at  Pekin.  A Dutch  embassy,  insti- 
tuted shortly  after  the  failure  of  that  of  Lord  Ma- 
cartney, fared  no  better,  although  the  ambassador 
submittod  with  a good  grace  to  the  prostration  of  the 
Ko-Tou.  A philosophical  republican  may  smile  at 
the  distinction  by  which  a British  nobleman  saw  no 
objection  to  delivering  his  credentials  on  the  bended 
knee,  but  could  not  bring  his  stomach  to  the  atti- 
tude of  entire  prostration.  In  the  discussion  which 
arose  between  Lord  Amherst  and  the  celestials,  on 
this  question,  the  Chinese,  to  a man,  insisted  inflexi- 
bly that  Lord  Macartney  had  performed  the  Ko-Tou, 
and  Kee-King  the  successor  of  Kien-Long,  and  who 
had  been  present  at  the  reception  of  Lord  Macartney, 
personally  pledged  himself  that  he  had  seen  his  lord- 
ship  in  that  attitude.  Against  the  testimony  to  the 
fact  of  the  imperial  witness  in  person,  it  may  well 
be  conjectured  how  impossible  it  was  for  the  British 
noble  te  maintain  his  position,  which  was,  after  all, 
of  small  moment.  The  bended  knee,  no  less  than 
the  full  length  prostration  to  the  ground,  is  a symbol 
of  homage  from  an  inferior  to  a superior,  and  if  not 
equally  humiliating  to  the  performer,  it  is  only  be- 
cause he  has  been  made  familiar  by  practice  with 
one  and  not  with  the  other.  In  Europe  the  bended 
knee  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  relations  of 
sovereign  and  subject,  and  no  representative  of  any 
sovereign  in  Christendom  ever  bends  the  knee  in  pre- 
senting his  credentials  to  another. 

But  the  personal  prostration  of  the  ambassador  be- 
fore the  emperor,  was  in  the  Chinese  principles  of 
exactions,  symbolical  not  only  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  subjection,  but  of  the  fundamental  law  of 
the  empire,  prohibiting  all  official  intercourse  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  between  the  government  of  China 
and  the  government  of  any  other  nation.  All  are  in- 
cluded under  the  denomination  of  outside  barbarians, 
and  the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  maritime  or 
navigating  nations  is  maintained  through  the  exclu- 
sive monopoly  of  the  Hong  merchants. 

It.  has  been  seen  how  the  British  government  and 
nation  had  accommodated  themselves  to  this  self- 
arrogating  system  of  the  Chinese.  It  was  by  estab- 
lishing a monopoly  on  their  part  adapted  to  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  Chinese  system.  The  exclusive  right 
of  trading  with  China  was  granted  to  the  East  India 
company,  and  all  the  commerce  of  British  subjects 
with  the  celestial  empire  was  transacted  by  means  of 
commissioned  supercargoes,  appointed  by  these  mer- 


chant princes,  without  diplomatic  character,  and 
without  direct  intercourse  with  any  officer  of  the 
Chinese  government. 

But  on  the  expiration  and  removal  of  the  East  In- 
dia company’s  charter  in  1833,  the  exclusive  right  of 
trading  with  China  was  discontinued,  and  thenceforth 
the  quasi-political  intercourse  between  the  two  na- 
tions, transacted  by  mere  commercial  agents  of  the 
East  India  company,  ceased,  and  in  the  third  and 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  William  the  IV.  an  act  of 
parliament  was  made  and  passed,  “to  regulate  the 
trade  to  China  and  India.” 

In  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the 
crown  by  this  act,  the  sailor-king  issued  three  orders 
in  council.  1 — Constituting  and  appointing  William 
John  Lord  Napier,  William  Chicheley,  and  John 
Francis  Davis,  “ superintendents  of  the  trade  of  British 
subjects  in  China,"  with  an  order  for  the  government 
of  British  subjects  within  the  Chinese  dominions.  2 
— Creating  a court  of  justice  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  3 — Imposing  duties  on  the  ships  and 
goods  of  British  subjects  trading  to  China,  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  that  is,  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment.  The  order  for  the 
imposition  of  duties  was  afterwards  rescinded,  and 
the  order  for  the  constitution  of  a court  of  justice 
was  suspended  for  further  consideration.  The  chief 
superintendent,  Lord  Napier,  was  instructed  to  an- 
nounce his  arrival  at  Canton,  by  letter  to  the  viceroy. 
The  superintendents  were  instructed  to  take  up  their 
residence  at  the  port  of  Canton,  and  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  commission  within  the  river  or  port  of 
Canton,  or  at  any  other  place  within  river  or  port,  or 
at  any  other  place  thereafter  to  be  designated  by  an 
order  in  council,  and  not  elsewhere. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  transactions  attending 
all  these  transactions  is,  that  in  giving  these  instruc- 
tions to  the  superintendents  to  take  up  their  residence 
at  Canton,  and  to  the  chief  superintendent  to  an- 
nounce his  arrival,  by  letter  to  the  viceroy,  they  ap- 
pear not  to  have  been  aware  of  the  possibility  of  any 
objection  to  this  course  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
the  Chinese. 

Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  in  China,  after  orga- 
nizing the  board  of  superintendents  at  Macao,  Lord 
Napier,  with  his  colleagues  and  the  secretary  of  the 
commission,  proceeded  immediately  to  Canton.  For 
the  scenes  which  ensued  of  dramatic  interest,  par- 
taking at  once  of  tragedy  and  farce,  recourse  may  be 
had  to  the  official  despatch  of  the  chief  superintend- 
ent to  his  Britannic  majesty’s  secretary  of  state. 

“In  obedience  to  his  majesty’s  commands,”  (says 
Lord  Napier,  in  his  letter  of  9th  August,  1834,  to 
Lord  Palmerston),  “conveyed  to  me  by  your  lord- 
ship,  of  the  date  of  the  23d  of  January  last,  desiring 
me  to  announce  my  arrival  at  Canton  by  letter  to  the 
viceroy,  which  being  rendered  into  Chinese  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Morrison,  the  Chinese  secretary  and  inter- 
preter, was  carried  to  the  city  gates  by  Mr.  Astcll, 
(the  secretary  to  the  commission),  accompanied  by  a 
deputation  of  gentlemen  from  the  establishment. 

It  may  be  here  stated,  that  during  the  interval  em- 
ployed in  translating  my  letter,  the  Hong  merchants, 
Howqua  and  Mowqua,  arrived  with  the  copy  of  an 
edict,  addressed  by  the  viceroy  to  themselves,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  enjoined  on  the  superintendents  by 
their  body.  Long  experience  having  already  proved 
to  the  servants  of  the  East  India  company,  the  utter 
inutility  of  sueh  a medium  of  communication,  and 
the  compliance  therewith  only  tending  to  degrade  his 
majesty’s  commission,  and  the  British  public  in  ge- 
neral, in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese  people,  and 
to  render  the  exertions  of  the  superintendents  to  per- 
form their  duties,  altogether  ineffectual,  the  Hong 
merchants  were  courteously  dismissed,  with  an  inti- 
mation that  I would  communicate  immediately  with 
the  viceroy,  in  manner  befitting  his  majesty’s  com- 
mission, and  the  honor  of  the  British  nation. 

Mr.  Astell  was,  therefore,  instructed  to  deliver  my 
letter  to  a Mandarin,  and  to  avoid  any  communica- 
tion through  the  Hong  merchants,  which  might  af- 
terwards be  represented  as  an  official  communica- 
tion, and  a precedent  on  all  other  occasions. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  party  at  the  city  gates,  the 
soldier  on  guard  was  despatched  to  report  the  circum- 
stance to  his  superior.  In  less  than  a quarter  of  an 
hqur,  a Mandarin  of  inferior  rank  appeared,  where- 
upon Mr.  Astell  offered  my  letter  for  transmission  to 
the  viceroy,  which  duty  this  officer  declined;  adding 
his  superior  was  on  his  way  to  the  spot. 

In  the  course  of  an  hour  several  Mandarins,  of 
nearly  equal  rank,  arrived  in  succession;  each  refus- 
ing to  deliver  the  letter,  on  the  plea  that  higher  of- 
ficers would  shortly  attend. 

After  an  hour’s  delay,  during  which  time  the  party 
were  treated  with  much  indignity,  not  unusual  on 
such  occasions,  the  linguists  and  Hong  merchants  ar- 
rived, who  entreated  to  become  the  bearers  of  the 
letter  to  the  viceroy. 


About  this  lime,  a Mandarin  of  rank  higher  than 
any  of  those  who  had  preceded  him,  joined  the  party, 
to  whom  the  letter  was  in  due  form  offered,  and  as 
formally  refused. 

The  Mandarins  having  seen  the  superscription  on 
the  letter,  agreed,  that  as  it  came  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  trade,  the  Hong  merchants  were  the  pro- 
per channels  of  communication — but  this  obstacle  ap- 
peared of  minor  importance  in  their  eyes,  upon  as- 
certaining that  the  document  was  styled  “a  letter,” 
and  not  a “petition.” 

The  linguist  requested  to  be  allowed  a copy  of  the 
address,  which  was  of  course  refused. 

About  this  time  the  Kwang  Hong,  a military  officer 
of  considerable  rank,  accompanied  by  an  officer,  a 
little  inferior  to  himself,  arrived  cn  the  spot;  to  whom 
the  letter  was  offered  three  several  times,  and  as  of- 
ten refused.  The  senior  Hong  merchant,  Howqua, 
after  a private  conversation  with  the  Kwang  Heep, 
requested  to  be  allowed  to  carry  the  letter,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Kwang  Heep,  and  ascertain  whether 
it  would  be  received. 

This  being  considered  as  an  insidious  attempt  to 
circumvent  the  directions  of  the  superintendent,  a 
negative  was  made  to  this  and  other  overtures  of  a 
similar  tendency. 

Suddenly,  all  the  Mandarins  took  their  departure, 
for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  of 
consulting  with  the  viceroy. 

Nearly  three  hours  having  been  lost  within  the. 
city,  Mr.  Astell  determined  to  wait  a reasonable-  time 
for  the  return  of  the  Mandarins,  who  shortly  after- 
wards re-assembled;  whereupon  Mr.  Astell  respect- 
fully offered  the  letter  in  question,  three  separate 
times,  to  the  Kwang  Heep,  and  afterwards  to  the 
other  Mandarins,  all  of  whom  distinctly  refused  even 
to  touch  it;  upon  which,  Mr.  Astell  and  the  party  re- 
turned to  the  factory.” 

You  have  now,  in  this  portion  of  the  narrative  of 
the  first  despatch  of  Lord  Napier  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
the  primitive  and  efficient  cause  of  the  present  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  China.  It  was  in  the  at- 
tempt to  execute  two  points  of  the  instructions  to  the. 
superintendents. — 1.  That  the  chief  superintendent 
should  announce  his  arrival  at  Canton,  by  letter,  to  the 
viceroy;  and  the  other,  that  the  superintendents  should 
take  up  their  residence  at  Canton.  Lord  Napier, 
with  the  open-hearted  and  inconsiderate  boldness  of 
a British  sailor,  attempted  to  execute  these  points  of 
his  instructions  to  the  letter,  without,  for  an  ir  stant, 
conceiving  that  each  of  them  was  in  direct  conflict 
with  the  vital  and  fundamental  laws  of  the  celestial 
empire.  This  ignorance  was  very  natural,  and  very 
excusable  in  a captain  of  the  British  navy,  but  how  it 
came  to  be  shared  by  the  privy  council,  and  the  se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  British  empire,  is  more  unac- 
countable. The  instructions  were  explicit  and  posi- 
tive. Had  there  been  the  remotest  suspicion  at  the 
time  when  they  were  prepared,  that  their  execution 
would  meet  with  resistance  by  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties, it  could  not  have  failed  to  be  noticed  in  them, 
with  directions  how  the  superintendents  were  to  pro- 
ceed in  such  an  event.  Until  then  the  official  pro- 
tector of  British  commercial  interest,  in  China,  had 
been  a supercargo  of  the  East  India  company,  deno- 
minated by  the  Chinese  a Taepan,  whose  representa- 
tions or  remonstrances  in  behalf  of  British  subjects, 
to  the  governor  of  the  two  provinces,  Kwang-tung 
and  Kwang-se,  were  always  presented  in  the  form  of 
petitions,  and  always  communicated  through  the 
medium  of  the  Ilong  merchunts,  wnthout  obtaining  or 
claiming  direct  access  of  the  Chinese  dignitary  him- 
self. That  this  mode  of  communication  was  to  cease 
from  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege of  the  East  India  company,  was  equally  well 
known  to  the  British  and  Chinese  governments,  and 
in  the  controversy  which  immediately  followed  this 
first  collision  between  Lord  Napier  and  the  governor 
of  Canton,  the  latter  once  and  again  asserts  that  am- 
ple warning  had  been  given  to  the  British  merchants 
that  when,  by  the  expiration  of  the  privilege  of  the 
East  India  company,  the  functions  of  the  Taepan 
would  be  superceded,  some  suitable  messenger  must 
be  substituted  to  settle  with  the  Hong  merchants 
those  trifling  and  insignificant  concerns  of  commerce 
which  it  was  far  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  celestial  empire  to  provide  for  or  to 
notice. 

But  I am  already  trespassing  upon  your  patience— 
a brief  and  summary  notice  of  the  sequel,  is  all  that 
your  time  will  at  present  allow.  The  proud  gene- 
rous British  noble  mariner  persisted  in  his  determi- 
nation to  hold  direct  communication  with  the  gover- 
nor of  the  two  provinces,  Loo,  and  continue  his  resi- 
dence at  Canton,  till  he  was  obliged  to  call  for  an 
armed  force  from  the  British  frigate  in  which  he  had 
performed  his  passage,  and  for  that  frigate  and  ano- 
ther to  force  their  passage  up  to  Canton  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  person  from  assault  by  the  armed  force 
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of  the  governor,  who  on  his  part  issued  edict  after 
edict  against  the  barbarian  eye,  laboriously  vile  Napier, 
who  had  come  by  sea  more  than  ten  thousand  miles, 
to  the  flowery  land  of  the  celestial  empire,  for  what 
purpose,  the  chief  of  the  two-eyed  peacock  feather 
could  not  tell,  but  against  all  reason,  and  ignorant  of 
all  dignities,  pretending  to  correspond  wilh  the  vice- 
roy of  the  two  provinces  of  Kwang-tung  and  Kwang- 
se,  upon  matters  of  trade,  by  letter  instead  of  by  -peti- 
tion, and  to  assume  the  functions  which  for  a century 
and  some  tens  of  years  had  always  been  performed 
in  all  humility  by  a Taepan,  petitioning  through  the 
medium  of  the  Hong  merchants.  Three  of  the  prin- 
cipal Hong  merchants  attempted  for  several  days  to 
negociate  a compromise  between  the  governor  and 
the  noble  lord  superintendent,  without  success,  till  at 
length  an  edict  was  issued  by  the  governor  which 
suspended  the  British  trade.  The  British  commerce 
in  China  was  prostrated  at  a blow,  and  the  only  al- 
ternative left  to  Lord  Napier  was  to  retire  under  nu- 
merous insults  and  indignities  to  Macao,  where  on  the 
13th  day  of  October  1834,  he  died  of  chagrin  and  a 
broken  heart. 

And  here  we  might  pause — my  brethren  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  society; — do  I hear  you  en- 
quire, what  is  all  this  to  the  Opium  question,  or  the 
taking  of  Canton?  These,  I answer,  are  but  incidents 
in  that  movement  of  mind  on  this  globe  of  earth,  of 
which  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  China  is 
now  the  leading  star.  Of  the  four  questions  which  I 
have  proposed  this  evening  to  discuss,  we  have  not 
even- reached  the  conclusion  of  the  first — the  justice 
of  the  cause  between  the  two  parties.  Which  has  the 
righteous  cause ? You  have  perhaps  been  surprised 
to  hear  me  answer,  Britain — Britain  has  the  righteous 
cause.  But  to  prove  it  I have  been  obliged  to  show 
that  the  opium  question  is  not  the  cause  of  the  war; 
my  demonstration  is  not  yet  complete.  The  cause 
of  the  war  is  the  Ko-tou! — the  arrogant  and  insup- 
portable pretensions  of  China,  that  she  will  hold  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  not 
upon  terms  of  equal  reciprocity,  but  upon  the  insult- 
ing and  degrading  forms  of  the  relation  between  lord 
and  vassal.  The  melancholy  catastrophe  with  which 
I am  obliged  to  close,  the  death  of  the  gallant  Napier, 
was  the  first  bitter  fruit  of  the  struggle  against  that 
insulting  and  senseless  pretension  of  China.  Might 
I,  in  the  flight  of  time,  be  permitted  again  to  address 
you,  I should  pursue  the  course  of  the  enquiry, 
through  the  four  questions  with  which  I have  begun. 
But  the  solution  of  them  all  is  involved  in  the  germi- 
nating element  of  the  first,  the  justice  of  the  cause. 
This  I have  sought  in  the  natural  rights  of  man. 
Whether  it  may  ever  be  my  good  fortune  to  address 
you  again,  is  in  the  disposal  of  a higher  power;  but 
with  reference  to  the  last  of  my  four  questions,  what 
are  the  duties  of  the  government  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  resulting  from  the  existing  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  China? — I leave  to  your 
meditations  the  last  event  of  that  war,  which  the 
winds  have  brought  to  our  ears — the  ransom  of  Can- 
ton. When  we  remember  the  scornful  repulse  from 
the  gates  of  Canton  in  July,  1834,  of  Mr.  Astell, 
bearing  the  letter  of  peace  and  friendship  from  Lord 
Napier  to  the  governor  of  the  two  provinces,  and  the 
contemptuous  refusal  to  receive  the  letter  itself,  and 
compare  it  with  the  ransom  of  that  same  city  in  June 
1841,  we  trace  the  whole  line  of  connection  between 
cause  and  effect — may  we  not  draw  from  it  a moni- 
tory lesson,  written  upon  a beam  of  phosphoric  light — 
of  preparation  for  war  and  preservation  of  peace. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 
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SENATE. 

January  12.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore that  body  a communication  from  the  treasury 
department,  made  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  asking  for  a statement  of  what  would 
have  been  the  operation  of  the  land  distribution  bill 
if  it  had  been  in  force  during  the  year  1841,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  some  memorials  remonstrating 
against  the  postponement  or  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Messrs.  Calhoun,  Graham,  Tallmadge,  Berrien,  Wal- 
Icer  and  Wright  also  presented  petitions  against  repeal 
or  postponement. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Walker,  calling  on  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  for  a statement  showing  the 
losses  which  have  occurred  through  the  receivers 
during  the  operation  of  the  sub-treasury,  and  the 
amount  of  money  coined  at  the  mints,  and  changed 
with  individuals,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  the  object  of  the  resolution 
was  to  show  that,  under  the  sub-treasury,  not  a dollar 
was  lost  by  defalcation,  and  in  the  mint,  where 
eighty-six  millions  had  been  coined,  there  has  been 
no  loss  whatever. 


The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  consideration  of  the  reference  of  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  then  resumed,  and 

Mr.  Merrick  held  the  government  bound  by  the 
constitution,  and  by  the  most  solemn  obligations,  to 
give  the  people  a uniform  currency. 

We  had  passed  two  bills  to  establish  a fiscal  corpo- 
ration and  fiscal  bank.  But  these  bills  had  been  re- 
turned, in  the  exercise  of  a constitutional  duty,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  what  the  president  no  doubt  ho- 
nestly conceived  to  be  a constitutional  duty.  He  did 
not  doubt  this,  and  never  had.  A bank,  then,  was 
out  of  the  question.  The  sub-treasury  and  the  pet 
bank  system  had  each  had  their  day.  Every  system 
that,  could  be  proposed  would  have  its  evils. 

There  had  been  agitation,  agitation  and  agitation, 
until  the  people  were  sick  to  very  loathing.  If  you 
did  not  restore  the  quiet,  others  would.  The  people 
demanded  it,  and  would  have  it,  and  he  prayed  God 
that  congress  would  restore  this  desirable  peace  at 
home.  Difficulties  enough  threatened  us  from  with- 
out. We  stood  in  a threatening  aspect  with  the  most 
powerful  government  abroad.  Upon  our  northwes- 
tern, northeastern  and  southern  border  she  had  in- 
flicted great  wrong.  That  power  was  jealous  of  us, 
watching  us,  and  seeking  but  a favorable  moment 
to  fall  upon  us.  A chord  vibrated  through  every 
breast  but  yesterday,  when  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clay)  but  named  a subject  which  awa- 
kened a feeling  in  every  bosom,  [alluding  to  Mr. 
Clay's  remarks  in  relation  to  the  Creole]. 

In  the  name  of  Heaven,  then,  (said  Mr.  M.)  stop 
this  turmoil,  this  internal  agitation  upon  a question  at 
the  very  mention  of  which  we  become  tired  and  sick. 
If  we  cannot  have  this  plan,  let  us  have  something. 
If  one  man’s  views  cannot  be  adopted,  let  another 
man’s  be  received.  He  had  shown  what  was  his  first 
choice,  and  that  being  unavailable,  it  became  him 
and  all  other  senators,  he  thought,  to  seek  out  some 
other  plan  and  adopt  it,  no  matter  what  it  was,  if 
useful  and  capable  of  meeting  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment. Whatever  settlement  of  this  question 
may  take  place,  (said  he),  in  whatever  form  it  may 
be  done;  we  could  not  rely  upon  it  as  permanently 
beneficial  without  something  else.  Other  things 
must  be  done;  commercial  regulations  essentially  al- 
tered, and  some  means  adopted  by  which  a fair  and 
just  balance  could  be  maintained  in  our  commercial 
relations.  Exports  must  be  made  to  correspond  with 
imports,  and  the  balance  of  trade  be  equalized. 
Without  this  no  currency  measure  would  accomplish 
the  purposes  desired. 

Mr.  Sevier  continued  the  discussion  and  expressed 
his  sympathies  for  the  distractions  of  the  whig  party. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  would  conclude  by  saying  that  any 
gentleman  who  went  for  the  other  two  bills,  with  a 
very  little  struggle  could  go  for  this.  It  had  much 
less  power,  and  was  much  less  dangerous.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  had  risen  as  a peacemaker,  and  was  now  con- 
tent for  the  reference,  and  even  for  the  measure,  if 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  plan  would  make  it  what 
he  wished  it  to  be. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken,  when 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  should  like  to  address  the  senate 
upon  the  motion;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  13.  Messrs.  Huntington,  Ken-,  Mangum, 
Tallmadge,  Miller,  Wright,  Henderson,  Porter,  Buch- 
anan, Berrien,  Merrick,  Walker  and  Clay,  presented 
memorials  against  the  repeal  or  postponement  of  the 
bankrupt  law. 

The  senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  proposing  an 
exchequer  system,  Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  had  had 
occasion  to  say  several  times,  during  the  extra  ses- 
sion, that  the  government  was  going  back  far  beyond 
the  days  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  as  far  back  as 
those  of  sir  Robert  Walpole.  [Mr.  B.  read  at  con- 
siderable length  what  Smollet  said  of  the  extrava- 
gance and  crimes  of  that  age,  and  of  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole as  one  of  the  principal  men  of  the  times.]  Hav- 
ing read  the  description  of  the  times,  Mr.  B.  referred 
to  some  of  the  measures  of  the  Walpole  administra- 
tion, beginning  with  the  South  Sea  act,  projected  by 
sir  John  Blount,  and  the  origin  of  which  was  read  at 
length.  More  than  five  thousand  pounds  were  paid 
in  bribes. 

The  first  exchequer  bill  ever  brought  forward  in 
Great  Britain  was  brought  forward  by  William  the 
third  and  the  prince  of  Orange  in  1696.  Exchequer 
bills  were  then  put  out  as  a temporary  expedient,  and 
for  thirty  years  after  nothing  more  was  heard  of  ex- 
chequer. But,  in  the  time  of  George  the  first,  Wal- 
pole remembered  the  exchequer  bill,  and  proposed 
to  procure  English  credit  by  their  issue.  [This  act 
was  read  by  Mr.  B.  and  a comparison  drawn  between 
it  and  the  bill  before  the  senate.]  In  this,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  found  the  construction  of  the  act  before  the 
senate.  The  British  act  had  precisely  the  same  num- 


ber of  sections.  There  were  twenty  in  each,  and 
there  was  another  wonderful  coincidence  which  show- 
ed the  finger  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  that  was, 
that  the  scheme  should  be  repeatable  by  parliament, 
and  even  by  the  same  parliament;  and  it  would  be 
seen  by  the  structure  of  our  act,  that  it  was  a faith- 
ful copy  of  the  act  of  sir  Robert  Walpole. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  next  point  out  the  abuses 
which  had  attended  the  exchequer  system  in  Great 
Britain.  In  1727  they  were  issued.  Under  George 
II,  III  and  IV,  William  IV,  and  Victoria,  the  totality 
of  bills  was  but  a fraction  under  twelve  hundred  mil- 
lion pounds  sterling.  The  national  debt  was  but  for- 
ty miilions  when  they  begun,  and  nine  hundred  mil- 
lions now.  They  had  increased  the  public  debt  pre- 
cisely as  those  notes  were  issued,  and  the  public  debt 
was  owing  to  their  issue.  The  suffering  of  England 
was  owing  to  these  bills.  Two-fifths  of  the  debt  of 
England  was  fictitious  and  false,  from  frauds  arising 
from  its  creation.  Sixty  miilions  of  dollars  were 
paid  in  false  interest.  The  political  writers  said 
that  five  hundred  millions  of  this  debt  was  created 
by  depreciated  paper,  borrowed  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  By  the  frauds  and  villa- 
nies  of  the  paper  system,  of  the  exchequer  and 
funding  system — for  they  went  together— this  debt 
had  been  made.  All  the  money  had  been  borrowed 
from  sharpers,  gamblers,  and  stockjobbers,  who  had 
no  real  money.  The  industry  of  the  country  had  to 
pay  the  debts  to  those  villains,  rogues,  sharpers  and 
gamblers.  This  was  the  bitterest  cup  of  all. 

And  gentlemen  said  with  us  there  was  no  danger. 
There  was  danger.  Every  town  and  state  which 
had  borrowed  money  were  victims  to  these  gambling 
muckworms.  They'  were  tributary  to  those  robbers. 

Mr.  Webster’s  speech  in  1816  was  quoted  by  Mr. 
B.  for  the  reason  of  showing  that  his  views  now  were 
not  what  they  were  then.  He  saw  in  that  speech,  he 
said,  what  he  did  not  see  in  the  paper  before  the  se- 
nate— the  grasp  of  a great  and  comprehensive  mind, 
and  the  views  of  a great  statesman.  Was  it  possible 
that  such  a mind  was  the  author  of  the  plan  now  pre- 
sented?— a plan  which  came  to  us  in  the  dangerous 
and  insidious  form  of  asking  for  help!  There  was 
ability  in  the  report,  he  admitted,  but  it  was  the  abi- 
lity of  the  lawyer,  and  not  the  statesman.  The  weight 
of  the  speech  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  1816  he 
would  put  against  the  report.  The  speech  was  all 
bullion,  and  the  report  all  paper.  Mr.  Webster’s 
speech  in  1837  upon  the  treasury  note  system  was 
also  quoted  in  contrast  with  the  report,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  a change  of  opinion — then  opposing 
an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  now  advocating  an  is- 
sue of  $15,000,000,  with  a vast  machinery,  which 
was  to  go  on  to  the  end  of  time,  or  to  the  end  of  the 
lamp-black  paper  currency. 

He  had  said  that  this  administration  had  gone  back 
beyond  the  time  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the 
whig  party  were  divided:  one  clinging  to  the  doctrines 
of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  the  others  to  those  of 
Alexander  Hamilton.  He  saw  the  divisions  distinct- 
ly and  clearly.  He  agreed  with  Alexander  Hamil- 
tan  that  there  was  much  more  danger  in  a govern- 
ment currency  than  the  currency  of  a national  bank. 
The  danger  was  greater,  as  the  government  was 
greater  than  Individuals.  He  believed  this,  and 
adopted  the  language  of  Hamilton,  when  he  spoke  of 
the  greater  power  of  the  government. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  emissions  of  paper  money 
under  the  exchequer,  the  effect  would  be  to  drive 
specie  from  the  country  to  Great  Britain.  The  is- 
sues would  increase  from  $15,000,000  to  an  illimita- 
ble amount.  It  was  so  in  England,  and  had  been  so 
in  France.  He  had  opposed  treasury  notes  under  the 
administration  to  which  he  gave  his  support,  because 
he  knew  that  such  an  issue  was  a disguised  means  of 
borrowing  money.  He  should  oppose  them  now,  and 
the  bill  before  the  senate  with  them,  for  the  reason 
that  he  regarded  such  money  as  the  plan  proposed  a 
violation  of  the  constitution.  It  was  to  strike  out 
and  insert  bills  of  credit,  which  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  had  struck  out.  It  came  to  us  nominally 
to  relieve  the  people,  and  was  attended  by  all  the 
slang  and  cant  by  whicn  all  the  Owl  Creek,  Red  Dog, 
Wild  Cat,  and  Coon  Skin  banks  were  established. — 
He  was  ready  te  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  people, 
but  not  by  a Michigan  Wild  Cat  bank,  or  a Nicholas 
Biddle  of  Philadelphia.  He  would  have  none  of 
these.  The  United  States  bank  gave  us  the  first  dis- 
tress in  1819,  and  gave  it  to  us  like  the  plagues  of 
Egypt,  seven  years  at  a time.  It  did  not  design  per 
se,  at  first,  to  create  distress,  but  in  1832  it  did-  this 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a panic,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a recharter.  In  1837  the  bank  suspension  was 
the  effect  of  a conspiracy  emanating  A'om  the  first 
money  corporation  in  the  United  States.  Distress 
was  multiplied,  clamored  about,  and  had  been  facti- 
tious since  1832.  There  had  been  no  distress  since 
1829,  except  the  distress  occasioned  by  bank  corpora- 
tions. 
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Mr.  Benton  contended  that  any  country  could  have 
as  much  specie  as  it  wanted.  It  was  a vulgar  error 
to  suppose  to  the  contrary.  Banish  the  enemy  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  there  would  be  gold  and  silver 
enough  in  the  country  for  the  country,  and  the  world 
for  the  world.  As  soon  as  the  lamp-black  and  rag 
statesmen  quitted  their  places,  there  would  be  specie 
found  in  the  country.  Restore  the  reign  of  gold  and 
silver,  the  money  of  the  constitution,  and  you  would 
have  good  times.  Adopt  the  lamp-black  and  rag  ex- 
chequer system  of  Rohert  Walpole,  and  you  would 
have  the  reverse  of  this. 

[Mr.  Benton  here  quoted  fram  a pamphlet  publish- 
ed in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  giving  a plan  of  ex- 
chequer almost  (as  Mr.  B.  said)  precisely  in  the 
words  of  the  bill  before  the  senate.  A copy-right 
had  been  secured  for  this  in  the  courts  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  the  author  (Mr.  B.  said)  had  a right  to 
come  upon  the  present  cabinet  for  damages,  if  they 
could  not  prove  they  took  the  plan  from  sir  Robert 
Walpole.  Laughter.] 

Returning  to  the  plan  before  the  senate,  Mr.  B. 
said  he  considered  the  19th  century  insulted  by  this 
effort  of  the  present  cabinet  to  palm  upon  the  people 
the  vile  system  of  an  exchequer  plan  introduced  in 
England,  having,  indeed,  all  that  was  bad  in  that,  so 
that  the  mark  of  the  beast  was  fixed  upon  it,  and 
something  much  worse  in  the  additions  which  had 
been  appended. 

Mr.  B.  having  closed,  a call  for  the  question  was 
heard  upon  all  sides,  and  the  question  being  taken 
upon  the  report,  without  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was 
unanimously  referred  to  the  select  committee  of  nine 
members,  in  conformity  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tall- 
ihailge. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

January  17.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore the  body  a communication  from  the  department 
of  state,  in  relation  to  the  final  arrangement  of  the 
boundary  line  between  Texas  and  the  United  States. 

Petitions  remonstrating  against  any  interfering 
with  the  bankrupt  law  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
Tallmadge,  Evans,  Miller,  Williams,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Buchanan,  Henderson,  Rives,  Porter,  Young,  Choate, 
Pierce,  Berrien,  Allen,  Smith,  Sturgeon,  Huntington, 
Walker,  Merrick,  Phelps  and  Woodbury,  and  were  all 
referred  to  the  judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Clay  in  presenting  his  said  that  he  was  charged 
with  the  presentation  of  a great  many  memorials,  all 
remonstrating  against  any  repeal  or  postponement  of 
the  bankrupt  law.  He  would  not  tronble  the  senate 
with  having  them  read.  There  were  a great  many 
from  the  state  of  New  York;  two  from  the  state  of 
Maryland;  one  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  one 
from  Newark,  New  Jersey;  one  from  Boston  signed 
by  huudreds  of  persons,  a city  which,  from  its  mer- 
cantile character,  must  be  supposed  to  have  know- 
ledge on  the  subject,  in  which  were  mingled  the 
names  of  those  both  able  and  unable  to  pay  their 
debts;  also,  three  from  his  own  state,  (Kentucky); 
one  from  the  capital  of  the  state,  in  which  were  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  strongly  remonstrating 
against  interference  with  the  law,  going  into  argu- 
ments to  show  why  it  should  not  be  repealed  or  post- 
poned. To  this  there  were  400  signatures,  all  of 
which  the  secretaries  of  the  meeting  informed  him 
were  voluntarily  made. 

Mr.  Clay  referred  to  an  opinion  which  had  been 
thrown  out  under  the  sanction  of  some  high  com- 
mercial authority  in  New  York,  that  the  bankrupt 
bill,  if  it  should  become  a law,  would  operate  to 
throw  one  hundred  millions  worth  of  property  into 
the  market  to  be  sacrificed.  Such  a remark  coming 
from  that  source,  might  be  likely  to  have  some  weight. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  estimate  of  one 
hundred  millions  was  mere  assumption  and  random 
conjecture,  for  no  man  could  tell,  with  anything  like 
accuracy,  what  the  amount  would  be;  it  might  just 
as  well  have  been  set  down  at  two  hundred  millions 
as  at  one.  But,  be  the  amount  what  it  might,  in  es- 
timating the  weight  of  the  statement,  as  an  argument 
against  the  bill,  it  should  be  inquired,  on  the  other 
hand,  what  would  be  done  with  this  property  should 
the  bill  not  go  into  effect’  Would  it  be  kept  out  of 
the  market’  Not  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  it  would 
be  thrown  into  the  market,  to  be  sold  under  the  ham- 
mer by  sheriffs  and  other  officers  executing  the  pro- 
cess of  the  courts,  and  that  without  competition  to 
raise  the  price.  For,  when  the  property  of  a debtor 
was  seized  by  one  of  his  creditors,  what  motive  could 
his  other  creditors  have  to  enhance  its  avails,  by  com- 
petition at  the  sale?  None  in  the  world.  On  the 
contrary  should  the  law  remain  undisturbed,  what 
would  be  the  course  of  action  under  it?  According 
to  his  understanding  of  the  act,  it  would  produce  a 
distribution  of  the  goods  of  the  debtor  among  all  his 
creditors  pro  rata;  of  course,  when  his  property  should 
be  set  up  to  sale,  it  would  be  the  interest  of  them  all 
to  make  as  much  out  of  it  as  possible.  They  would 
bid  it  up,  instead  of  suffering  it  to  be  sacrificed  for  a 


song.  He  considered  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
exact  form  of  legal  proceedings  in  carrying  out  the 
law,  the  result  in  practice  would  be,  that,  under  the 
benignant  operation  of  the  act,  there  would  be  a dis- 
tribution of  the  debtor’s  effects,  not  only  among  all 
his  creditors,  but  at  the  highest  price  they  could  be 
made  to  command. 

Mr.  C.  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  not  his  pnrpose 
to  go,  at  this  time,  into  a discussion  of  the  subject 
generally.  He  had  thought  of  the  bankrupt  act  as  a 
measure  which  came  recommended  to  congress  not 
only  by  all  considerations  of  justice,  of  humanity  and 
benevolence,  but  recommended  no  less  by  the  appal- 
ling existing  condition  of  the  country.  If,  among  all 
the  other  distresses,  discontents  and  disorders,  which 
everywhere  prevailed  to  so  alarming  an  extent,  the 
legislature  should  now  slam  the  door  in  the  faces  of 
those  unfortunate  men  who  had  at  length  hoped  to  be 
liberated  from  irretrievable  embarrassment  by  the 
beneficent  operation  of  this  law,  it  would  produce 
such  a state  of  excitement,  distress,  disorder  and  de- 
spair, from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  that  no 
man  conld  foresee  or  even  conjecture  the  consequen- 
ces. 

But  he  could  not  terminate  the  brief  remarks  with 
which  he  had  deemed  it  proper  to  accompany  the 
presentation  of  these  petitions  and  memorials  with- 
out adverting,  for  a moment,  to  a circumstance  which 
had  a personal  relation  to  himself.  The  senate  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  admit  that  he  rarely  intruded 
any  thing  of  that  description  on  their  notice;  never, 
indeed,  unless  under  a sense  of  unavoidable  necessity. 
An  intimation  had  recently  appeared  in  some  of  the 
public  prints  of  the  day  that  the  movement  now  in 
progress  in  the  other  wing  of  the  capitol  towards  a 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  had  originated  with  him, 
(Mr.  Clay).  He  disdained  to  enter  upon  any  thing 
like  a defence  against  a charge  so  base  and  dishono- 
rable, and  one  so  contrary  to  the  entire  tenor  of  his 
whole  public  life.  It  might,  with  equal  probability 
or  evidence,  have  been  asserted  that  he  was  the  au- 
thor or  prompter  of  the  proposal  of  a gentleman  near 
him  to  repeal  the  distribution  law.  He  held  the  in- 
sinuation in  profound  contempt  and  scorn. 

A single  remark  he  must  be  permitted  in  reference 
to  the  delegation  in  the  other  house  from  his  own 
state.  At  the  last  session  every  member  of  that  de- 
legation, with  one  solitary  exception,  had  voted 
against  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  bill:  and  even 
that  single  advocate  of  the  bill,  on  his  return  to  his 
own  district,  found  so  great  and  general  a dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  that  he  had,  on 
the  present  occasion,  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  such  a 
vote  as  he  presumed  it  would  appear  he  had  this  day 
given  in  that  body  on  the  question  of  repeal.  But  it 
seemed,  notwithstanding  these  known  facts,  that  Mr. 
C.  was  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  votes  of  all  the 
representatives  in  the  other  house  from  his  state  on 
that  question.  But  those  who  imagined  that  Kentuc- 
kians were  made  of  so  supple,  servile  stuff- as  to  take 
their  public  course  in  legislation  from  the  dictation  of 
any  man,  had  yet  to  learn  theirtrue  character.  Those 
gentlemen  had  quite  as  good  a right  to  dictate  Mr. 
C.’s  course  as  he  had  to  dictate  theirs.  The  repre- 
sentatives from  Kentucky,  in  either  house  of  congress, 
had  enough  of  manly  independence  to  judge  and  to 
act  for  themselves,  and  to  vote  as  their  own  indivi- 
dual view's  of  duty  should  prompt  them.  But  this 
accusation,  base  and  despicable  as  it  was  in  itself, 
had  notwithstanding  assumed  such  a shape  as  to  ren- 
der it  Mr.  C’s  duty  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
senate:  and  he  felt  very  sure  that  it  was  only  neces- 
sary for  him  to  bring  it  home  to  the  bosom  of  every 
senator,  to  have  it  promptly,  instantaneously,  reject- 
ed and  repelled  as  utterly  groundless.  For,  whatever 
might  have  been  their  diffierence  of  sentiment — and 
no  man  regretted  more  than  he  did  that  it  should  have 
been  his  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion  from  any  por- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  of  that  chamber — he  was  satis- 
fied that  all,  both  friends  and  foes,  would  with  one 
voice  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  errors  of  his  head,  he  had  at  least 
sought  to  live,  as  he  hoped  to  die,  an  honest  man — 
honest  in  his  public,  as  in  his  private  life. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  asking  that  the  Polish 
claims  to  land  may  be  vacated,  and  that  they  be  sub- 
jected to  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a bill,  and  also  made  a special  report  relative 
to  the  grant  to  Polish  exiles.  [The  report  maintains 
that  the  selections  of  lands  under  the  Polish  claim  in 
Illinois  were  not  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  law  granting 
lands  to  exiles  from  Poland  is  still  in  force  for  their 
benefit.  The  bill  declares  these  lands  to  be  public 
lands,  and  removes  all  restrictions,  subjecting  them 
to  disposal  as  other  public  lands  under  the  law  in 
force.] 


Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  special  order  of  the  day', 
viz:  his  resolutions  proposing  a change  of  the  consti- 
tution, be  deferred  till  this  day  wTeek.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Linn  announced  his  intention  to  take  up  to 
morrow  his  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution  sections  of 
the  land  bill. 

After  the  transaction  of  business,  relative  to  indi- 
vidual claims  &c.,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  18.  A report  was  laid  before  the  senate 
from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  reference  to  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  Missouri. 

Memorials  against  or  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt  law 
were  presented  by  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Merrick,  Evans, 
Rives,  Buchanan,  Mangum,  Miller,  Walker,  Woodbury, 
Porter  and  Morehtad. 

Mr.  Monhead  stated  that  when  the  question  came 
up  he  should  feel  bound  by  expressions  of  opinion  in 
Kentucky  and  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of 
that  state  to  vote  in  favor  of  repeal,  though  his  own 
sentiments  were  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  which  passed  the  house  yesterday  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  law  was  received  and  read  twice. 

Mr.  Evans  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
reported  the  treasury  note  bill  w'ith  amendments, 
one  of  which  is  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Virginia,  to  deduct  from  the 
amount  of  the  loan  bill,  the  treasury  notes  now  is- 
sued. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  read. 

An  amendment  of  the  several  neutrality  acts  in 
the  form  of  a supplamentary  bill  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Rives,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations. 

A resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, of  Mississippi,  instructing  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee to  report  the  bankrupt  bill  with  amendments  was 
taken  up,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  King,  modi- 
fied so  as  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing, 
and  the  senate  after  the  transaction  of  executive  bu- 
siness adjourned. 

January  19.  Memorials  from  various  quarters  in 
relation  to  the  bankrupt  law  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
Allen,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  say 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  government  could  be  car- 
ried on  without  calling  to  its  aid  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  public  lands,  without  drawing  from  the  peo- 
ple an  equal  amount  in  taxes,  &c.  was  then  taken  up; 
and  by  yeas  24  nays  17,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Evans  then  moved  to  take  up  the  treasury  note 
bill,  which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Evans  then,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  arose  and  addressed  the  senate.  He  con- 
cluded his  remarks  by  saying  that  we  must  either 
cease  to  make  appropriations  or  put  money  into  the 
treasury — one  thing  or  the  other  was  necessary.  It 
became  us  as  legislators,  as  citizens,  and  as  patriots, 
to  see  what  the  country  demanded,  and  to  meet  those 
demands.  The  condition  of  the  country  was  such 
that  it  might  not  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  the  ba- 
lance of  the  loan.  The  evil,  however,  was  such  that 
we  were  required  to  pass  this  bill  to  meet  the  imme- 
diate and  pressing  demands  upon  the  treasury,  and 
he  hoped  the  senators  would  allow  the  bill  to  go 
through  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Mr.  Buchanan  announced  the  death  of  the  hon.  D. 
Dimock,  representative  from  Pennsylvania,  and  mov- 
ed in  respect  for  his  memory  that  the  senate  adjourn; 
whereupon  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  11.  Mr.  Cushing  asked  the  speak- 
er to  state  the  question. 

The  speaker  said  that  on  Saturday  last,  under  the 
suspension,  instructions  were  given  to  a committee 
connected  with  a certain  petition,  and  a special  report 
thereon  was  ordered  to  be  made  on  this  day  by  that 
committee — ordered  by  a majority  of  the  house.  The 
chair  decided  that  that  was  not  the  regular  order  of 
business  this  morning,  but  that  it  was  proper  to  pro- 
ceed with  a call  of  the  states  for  petitions,  under  the 
suspension  of  Friday  last,  until  that  order  had  been 
fulfilled  and  discharged  by  completing  the  call  of  the 
states.  From  this  decision  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Marshall ) had  appealed;  and  the  question 
was  on  the  appeal. 

The  question,  “shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  117,  nays  84. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that,  as  it  was  very  apparent  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  could 
not  be  made  this  morning,  he  hoped  the  house  would 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

The  speaker  said  the  question  must  be  taken  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Fill- 
more), to  postpone  the  reception  of  petitions;  which 
motion,  however,  the  speaker  repeated,  would  require 
a vote,  of  two-thirds. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  being  asked  there  were  yeas 
151,  nays  53. 

So,  two-thirds  voting  therefor,  the  motion  to  post- 
pone was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  that  the  house  resolve  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Atherton  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and  stood — yeas  106,  nays 
103.  So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
Virginia,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  house  bill  No.  67,  being  the  “bill  to  authorize 
an  issue  of  treasury  notes.” 

Mr.  Underxcood  said  that  he  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  in  favor  of  the  loan  bill,  and  who  was  also  in 
favor  of  changing  the  system  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed at  the  extra  session  of  1837  of  issuing  treasury 
notes.  He  now  preferred  the  borrowing  of  money 
and  the  paying  our  debts,  to  the  issuing  of  evidences 
of  debts  or  obligations  binding  us  to  pay  at  a future 
day.  The  creditors  of  the  government  ought  to  be 
satisfied,  whenever  their  demands  came  due,  by  an  : 
actual  payment,  and  not  a promise  to  pay.  After 
addressing  the  committee  for  some  time,  he  offered  ' 
the  following  amendment,  which  was  read  by  the 
clerk. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  act  shall  not  be  sold  or  pledged 
by  the  treasury,  or  any  other  department,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  specie,  or  other  funds,  but  shall  be 
issued  alone  in  favor  of  the  creditor  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  that  the  part  of  the  bill  which  in- 
duced him  to  give  his  support  was  this: 

‘■'■Provided,  That  the  authority  hereby  given  to  is- 
sue treasury  notes  shall  cease  and  determine  as  soon 
as  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  July  21,  1841, 
or  which  may  be  authorized  by  any  other  act,  shall 
be  negotiated  and  rendered  available.” 

This  country  was  suffering.  Should  they  withhold 
support  from  those  who  were  entitled,  not  to  the  mo- 
ney, but  to  the  justice  of  this  country,  because  they 
could  not  adopt  a measure  of  relieving  their  wants 
which  they  would  elect?  Should  they  delay?  A de- 
lay of  justice  was  very  frequently  a denial  of  justice. 

Mr.  Fessenden,  then  addressed  the  committee  and 
in  closing,  said  if  gentlemen  were  willing  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  seeing  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment suspended  by  withholding  supplies,  he  was  not 
willing  to  go  with  them.  Should  they  stop,  and  not 
provide  means  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  of  the 
treasury,  because  they  were  committed,  or  imagined 
themselves  to  be  committed,  against  this  doctrine? 
He  could  not  hold  a doctrine  of  this  description. — 
Were  he  more  committed  than  was  the  case  against 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  believing  that  the  consti- 
tutional power  exists,  and  that  this  course  must  be 
taken,  or  that  the  wheels  of  government  must  stop, 
he  would  vote  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Dean,  of  Ohio,  next  addressed  the  committee, 
assailed  the  whig  policy  and  eulogized  Mr.  Tyler. — 
In  conclusion  he  said  if  this  bill  could  be  properly 
amended  he  was  prepared  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  N.  Y.  explained  the  reasons  which 
should  govern  him  in  voting  against  the  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes,  though  he  on  former  occasions  had  voted 
for  their  issue.  Formerly  the  secretary  of  treasury 
had  assured  congress  that  their  use  was  to  be  but 
temporary  and  the  notes  were  to  be  paid  off  as  they 
fell  due.  This  was  not  now  the  case.  Its  former 
temporary  feature  was  to  be  abolished  as  soon  as  the 
present  wants  of  the  treasure  were  supplied.  He 
was  prosecuting  his  address;  when 

On  motion,  the  committee,  there  being  no  quorum, 
rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  12.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that 
the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  question  being  taken  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, yeas  105,  nays  92. 

So  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Va. 
in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
“bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of  treasury  notes.” 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  following  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Underwood: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  act  shall  not  be  sold  or  pledged 
by  the  treasury,  or  any  other  department,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  specie,  or  other  funds,  but  shall 
be  issued  alone  in  favor  of  the  cridit  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  con- 
cluded his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Arnold  then  spoke  at  great  length  on  various 
subjects  connected  with  the  question  before  the  house. 


He  assigned  the  reason  why  he  should  go  for  the  ■ 
issue  of  treasury  notes;  and.  as  he  intended  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Underwood),  he  would  read  it 
now,  that  he  might  comment  upon  it  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks. 

He  then  read  the  amendment,  which  provides  for 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes  of  any  denomination  not 
under  five  dollars.  This  amendment,  he  said,  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  offer,  and  he  believed  it  a salutary 
one,  which  the  country  at  large  would  approve  of; 
but  before  he  proceeded  to  discuss  the  amendment, 
he  advanced  his  reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  this 
bill. 

The  chairman  announced  the  pending  question  to 
be  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Arnold. 

Mr-  T.  F.  Marshall  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Which  motion,  by  ayes  87,  noes  not  counted,  was 
agreed  to.  So  the  committee  rose,  and  the  chairman 
reported  progress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  now  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  house  to  take  up  and  consider  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  this  morning,  in  order  to  fix  upon  some 
time,  (he  was  not  particular  when),  at  which  the  de- 
bate should  cease,  and  the  bill  be  reported.  For 
himself,  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  any  time  that  a 
majority  of  the  house  might  indicate. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Fillmore  being  then  read,  to 
wit: 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  urgent  neces- 
si:y  of  the  treasury,  the  debate  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  house  bill  No.  67.  to 
authorise  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,,  front  and  after 
two  o’clock  to-morrow  shall  cease,  and  the  committee 
shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  all  the  amendments  pend- 
ing, and  which  may  be  submitted,  and  shall  then  report 
the  same,  with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been 
agreed  to,  to  the  house,  unless  the  same  shall  he  sooner 
reported  to  the  house  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  McKeon  rose  and  objected  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Marshall  suggested  four  o’clock  to-morrow, 
instead  of  two. 

Mr.  Fillmore  concurred. 

Mr.  McKeon  reiterated  his  objection  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution. 

The  speaker  said  the  resolution  could  only  be  con- 
sidered by  a suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  a suspension  thereof. 

Mr.  Clifford  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  were,  yeas  104  nays  63. 

So,  two-thirds  not  having  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
the  ruics  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  rose,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
intended  to  move  his  resolution  daily,  that  the  coun- 
try might  know  why  it  was  that  this  measure  was 
not  acted  on. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Steenrod  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  was  refused. 

The  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to.  And  at  ten 
minutes  past  five  o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  13.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  union. 

Which  motion  being  agreed  to  without  a divi- 
sion— 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hopkins, 
of  Virginia,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  “to  authorise  an  issue  of  treasury 

notes.” 

The  state  of  the  question  was  as  follows: 

Mr.  Underwood  had  heretofore  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  additional 
section. 

Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  act  shall  not  be  sold  or  pledged 
by  the  treasury,  or  any  other  department,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  specie,  or  other  funds,  but  shall 
be  issued  alone  in  favor  of  the  creditor  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Which  amendment  Mr.  Arnold  had  heretofore 
moved  to  amend  by  providing  that  “notes  may  be  is- 
sued of  any  denomination  not  below  five  dollars.” 

And  the  question  immediately  pending  was  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the  speaker 
and  Mr.  Ingersoll  as  to  the  range  of  debate  which 
would  be  allowed  in  the  existing  state  of  the  question. 

The  chairman  decided  tiiat  debate  was  to  be  confin- 
ed to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Arnold  in  relation  to  the 
denomination  of  the  notes. 

Mr.  Arnold  said,  if  the  debate  was  to  be  limited 
to  his  amendment,  he  would,  for  the  present,  with- 
draw it. 

The  chairman  then  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the.  amendment  of  Mr.  Underwood;  and  decided 


that  the  debate  must  he  confined  to  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bronson,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  enabling 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingersoll ) to 
submit  the  remarks  lie  might  be  desirous  to  make, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bronson  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill— 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania  arose  and  said  his 
object  in  rising  was  to  vindicate  the  action  of  the 
committee  in  reporting  the  bill  under  consideration. 
While  this  house,  said  Mr.  I.  is  distracted  with  a di- 
versity of  opinions  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  supplying 
the  wants  of  the  treasury,  the  government  is  in  dan- 
ger, like  a long-eared  animal  in  the  fable,  of  starving 
to  death  between  the  choice  of  provender.  A portion 
of  the  house  is  in  favor  of  treasury  notes,  and  another 
in  favor  of  a loan.  The  committee  of  ways  and 
means  have  informed  us  with  what  reluctance  a ma- 
jority of  them  came  to  the  conclusion  to  report  this 
bill.  It  was  not  until  stern  necessity  convinced  them 
that  there  was  no  alternative  that  they  consented  to 
this  course. 

Mr.  I.  desired  pardon  for  examining  for  a moment 
the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  measure;  it 
would  be  difficult,  said  Mr.  I.  to  find  a resting  place 
in  the  constitution  between  the  power  to  “pay  debts” 
and  the  power  to  “borrow  money”  where  the  power 
to  issue  treasury  notes  did  not  exist. 

Mr.  I then  examined  at  some  length,  the  various 
judicial  decisions,  in  which  the  constitutionality  of 
their  currency  had  been  recognised. 

If  instead  of  being  the  apologist  he  were  the  eulo- 
gist, of  this  bill,  lie  might  answer  the  objections  rais- 
ed by  his  colleague  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Cooper) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall ). 
The  first  of  these  gentlemen  objected  to  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  and  inveighed  against  the  inconsisten- 
cy of  the  whigs,  in  resorting  to  them,  and  the  other 
insisted  upon  his  preference  for  a loan.  Now  where 
was  the  inconsistency?  He  (Mr.  I.)  was  a whig, 
and  proud  of  the  designation,  but  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  interests  of  the  country.  Government 
in  times  past,  had  used  their  credit  in  this  manner, 
and,  when  it  was  done,  it  was  with  a view  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people;  and  with  this  view  it  was  called 
for  again. 

It  was  said  that  these  notes  would  find  their  way 
into  the  coffers  of  capitalists.  Very  well;  then  it 
was  obvious  that  they  would  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  designed  viz:  to  pay  the  government 
debts.  As  to  what  was  said  by  the  other  gentleman 
about  a loan,  we  were  informed  it  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  any  reasonable  time,  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  treasury,  and  because  it  cannot  be  had,  are 
we  to  permit  the  government  to  be  dishonored?  Mr. 
I.  trusted  not — every  principle  of  expediency,  jus- 
tice, and  honor  required  that  this  bill  should  be  pass- 
ed. Mr.  I.  closed  his  speech,  by  renewing  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Arnold,  that  these  notes  should  be  issued  of 
denominations  as  low  as  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Gilmer  then  rose  and  went  into  a minute  de- 
tail of  the  expenditures,  and  appropriations,  and  esti- 
mates for  expenditures,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  present  wants,  certain  and  probable,  of  the  trea- 
sury. Mr.  G.  objected  to  the  proviso  of  the  bill  (with 
respect  to  the  loan)  because  he  said  that  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  provide  for  the  estimate  which  he 
had  enumerated  when  the  house  had  sanctioned  the 
appropriations;  but  sufficient  to  the  day  was  the  evil 
thereof. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  if  proper  economy  was  used,  there 
would  be  no  necessity  of  increasing  the  debt  beyond 
the  $6,000,000  already  incurred.  He  was  for  going 
with  a strong,  but  not  a rude  hand  into  the  depart- 
ments and  seeing  what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of 
reducing  salaries,  &c.  He  was  for  retrenching  the 
Indian  department  in  the  war  office,  military  store- 
keepers, the  expenses  of  congress,  the  franking  pri- 
vilege, &c.  &c.  If  ever  there  was  to  be  anything 
done  in  the  way  of  economy,  now  was  the  time. 
Parties  were  in  a condition  now  to  do  something 
in  this  matter  if  ever,  and  if  nothing  was  to  be 
done  he  wanted  to  know  it,  and  to  proclaim  to  the 
people  that  this  cry  of  economy  and  reform  was  a 
great  humbug,  useful  before  an  election  but  abandon- 
ed after  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ingersoll  followed  the  last  gentleman,  and 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  th a necessity  which  was  so  much 
dwelt  upon  for  this  issue.  Mr.  I.  said  the  country 
was  not  bankrupt;  there  was  money  enough — all  that 
was  wanted  was  security.  He  could  name  an  indivi- 
dual, not  half  a mile  from  his  own  residence,  who 
would  be  glad  to  put  down  is  1,000,000  or  $2,000,000 
at  6 per  cent,  with  proper  security. 

Mr.  I.  was  quite  sarcastical  upon  the  correspon- 
dence of  Prime,  Ward  and  King  with  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means.  Brokers,  he  said,  were  the  last 
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men  in  the  world  to  apply  to  in  these  cases.  What 
did  they  know  about  political  economy.  It  was  their 
business  to  make  money  scarce,  it  was  their  business 
to  get  all  the  interest  they  could,  whether  seven,  or 
seventeen  .or  seventy  per  cent.  If  Walter  Forward 
would  go  forward  and  offer  a subscription  for  a loan, 
well  secured,  he  could  get  as  much  money  as  he 
wanted. 

Money,  said  Mr.  I.  is  never  scarce.  This  was  an 
axiom  with  the  Rothschilds,  and  he  believed  in  it. 
He  should  not  vote  for  this  issue  because  no  security 
was  offered  for  these  notes,  and  those  who  took  them 
had  no  knowledge  of  how  or  when  they  would  he 
aid.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  put  the  cart 
efore  the  horse  (said  Mr.  1.)  in  this  matter,  and  the 
machine  would  not  go.  If  provision  were  made  for 
paying  the  debt  before  it  was  contracted,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  credit. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  then  arose  and  said  that 
he  should  propose  an  amendment,  when  it  was  in  or- 
der, to  limit  the  power  of  the  executive  under  this 
bill  to  the  present  session  of  congress.  It  was  per- 
fectly plain,  if  we  were  going  on  at  this  rate,  that 
we  should  soon  have  a loan  of  fifty  millions,  and  then 
difficulty  of  relieving  ourselves  from  it  would  be 
much  greater  than  that  which  now  existed.  He  was 
opposed  to  all  debts,  either  by  treasury  notes  or  a 
loan.  It  was  only  as  temporary  expedients  that  they 
should  be  resorted  to;  and  he  now  said,  if  we  could 
borrow  money,  he  would  vote  against  the  issue  of 
J treasury  notes  and  take  a loan;  but  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  they  could  not  get  a loan,  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  if  his  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed, limiting  the  power  of  the  issue  to  the  present 
session,  he  should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  if  it  was 
not  adopted,  he  would  not  say  what  his  course  would 
be. 

Mr.  Barnard  arose  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the 
committee  some  views  which  he  entertained  with  re- 
gard to  this  treasury  note  policy,  and  reasons  which 
constrained  him  to  stand  up  in  opposition  to  it,  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  now  presented  to  this  house, 
as  he  had  formerly  done. 

Mr.  B.  without  concluding  his  remarks,  gave  way, 
the  hour  being  late,  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  of 
Maryland,  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  it  being  ascertained 
that  there  was  no  quorum  present,  the  committee  rose 
, and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

A quorum  being  soon  afterwards  restored,  the  chair- 
man resumed  his  seat  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Bronson  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Arnold  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  providing  that  notes  of  any  denomination  not  be- 
low five  dollars  might  be  issued. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  indicated  his  inten- 
tion to  address  the  committee,  and  moved  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause.  But  Mr.  T.  yielded  to  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Briggs  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Thompson  then  addressed  the  committee  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  for  some  time,  when  he  gave  way 
to  a motion  by  Mr.  ./.  G.  Floyd  that  the  committee 
rise.  Lost. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  with  and  concluded  his  remarks 
— withdrawing  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Arnold's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Underwood's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  a substitute  for  the  proviso  of 
the  bill,  providing  that  the  notes  to  be  issued  under 
this  bill  should  be  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  the  twelve 
million  loan.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Everett  offered  an  amendment  limiting  the 
time  during  which  these  notes  should  be  issued  to  the 
present  session.  Lost. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  a verbal  amendment.  Agreed 

to. 

After  which  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  previous  question. 

Pending  which  motion,  at  7 o'clock,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Fhiday,  Jan.  14.  Petitions  in  favor  of  the  bank- 
rupt lav/  having  been  presented  and  being  objected 
to  at  present  under  a rule  of  the  house,  were  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
house  to  proceed  with  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  being  the  bill  “to  authorise  an  issue  of 
treasury  notes.” 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken  up. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  amendments  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Fill- 
more, and  adopted  in  committee,  were  severally  con- 
curred in  by  the  house. 


And  the  question  then  being  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  in  the  following  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Gilmer,  to  wit: 

Strike  out  from  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following 
proviso,  viz: 

“ Provided,  That  the  authority  hereby  given  to  is- 
sue treasury  notes  shall  cease  and  determine  as  soon 
as  the  loan  authorised  by  the  act  of  July  21,  1841, 
or  which  may  be  authorised  by  any  other  act,  shall 
be  negotiated  and  rendered  available. 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  that  may 
he  issued  under  authority  of  this  act  shall  he  deemed 
and  taken  in  lien  of  so  much  of  the  loan  authorised  by 
the  act  of  21st  July,  1841.” 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  were  yeas  105, 
nays  102,  so  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Mathiot  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  “shall  this  bill  pass?”  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS  —Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews, 
Arnold,  Arrington,  Aycrigg,  Baker,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bid- 
lack,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Borden.  Buwne,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Bronson,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burnell,  Samson 
H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  ChiIJs,  John  C. Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Coles,  Cranston,  Cross,  Cushing, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doan,  John  Ed- 
wards, Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Gamble,  Gentry, 
Gi tidings,  Gilmer,  Granger.  Gustine,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harris,  William  S.  Hastings,  John  Hastings,  flays,  Hen- 
ry, Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Junes,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Law- 
rence, Lowell,  A McClellan,  John  Thompson  Mason, 
Mathews,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Medill,  Moore, 
Morrow,  Newhard,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partridge, 
Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Pro- 
fiat,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall, 
Randolph,  Ridgway,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell, 
James  M.  Russell,  Saltoustall,  Sanford,  Shepperd,  Si- 
monfon,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  William  Smith,  Steen- 
rod,  Srokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  II.  H.  Stuart,  Sumter, 
Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Turnev,  Underwood, 
Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wes'hreok,  Tho- 
mas W.  Williams,  Jas.  W.  Williams,  Lew  is  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood,  Augustus 
Young.  John  Young — 129. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Landuff  W.  Andrews,  Atliprton, 
Babcock,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Butts,  Boyd,  Milton 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Chit- 
tenden, Clifford,  Clinton,  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cravens, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Duig,  Eastman,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates.  Goggin.  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Hopkms, 
Howard,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  James,  W.  Cost 
Johnson,  Keun,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Lane,  Linn.  Robert  McClellan,  McKav.  McKeon, 
Marcbnnd.  A.  Marshall,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Mathiot,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Morris,  Owsley, 
Payne,  Rayner,  Reding,  Reynolds,  llhett,  Rodney, 
Rogers,  Saunders.  Sliavv,  Shields,  Snyder,  Stanly,  J.  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Svveney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Christopher  H.  Williams — 86. 

So  the  bill  teas  passed  in  the  following  form,  to  wit: 

An  act  to  authorise  an  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Be  it  enacted,  <5yc.That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  treasury  notes 
to  be  issued  and  reissued  in  place  of  those  redeemed, 
for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of  the  go- 
vernment may  require;  but  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
five  millions  of  dollars  of  this  emission  outstanding 
at  any  one  time,  and  to  be  issued  under  the  limita- 
tions and  other  provisions  contained  in  the  act  enti- 
tled “An  act  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes,”  approved  the  twelth  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  except  that  the 
authority  hereby  given  to  issue  treasury  notes  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  the  passage  of 
this  act:  Provided,  That  the  amount  of  treasury 
notes  which  may  be  issued  under  authority  of  this 
act  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  in  lieu  of  so  much  of 
the  loan  authorised  by  the  act  of  July  twenty-first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  certain 
resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  that  state,  in  rela- 
tion to  American  citizens  trading  to  Santa  Fe,  in 
Mexico,  which  were  read  as  follows: 

Whereas  it  appears  from  authentic  information 
that  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  passports 
from  their  government  duly  authenticated,  in  going 
from  Texas  to  Santa  Fe,  with  legitimate  and  peace- 
ful intentions,  offering  no  resistance,  have  been  ar- 
rested by  a military  force  of  Mexicans — a portion 
put  to  death  in  the  most  perfidious  manner,  whilst 
other-,  putin  manacles,  were,  without  any  regard  to 
the  usages  of  war  amongst  civilized  nations,  or  the 
universally  received  principles  of  humanity,  having 


been  first  divested  of  their  shoes  and  clothing,  and 
driven  rather  as  beasts  than  human  beings  from  the 
place  of  their  capture  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  a dis- 
tance of  many  hundred  miles,  by  a soldiery,  cruel, 
relentless,  and  unrestrained;  and  when  there,  their 
life,  their  death,  or,  what  is  worse  than  death,  pro- 
tracted bondage  in  chains,  at  the  mere  will  of  a mi- 
litary dictator;  and  to  give  a deeper  interest,  if  pos- 
sible, for  the  fate  of  our  unfortunate  countrymen, 
the  fact  is  said  to  exist,  that  a citizen  of  Kentucky, 
a mere  youth  of  seventeen,  is  one  of  the  wretched 
captives:  And  whereas  protection  is  due  to  all  and 
every,  the  humblest  citizen  of  the  republic,  whether 
at  home  or  abroad:  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Kentucky,  Tital  the  government  of  the  U.  States  owes 
it  to  it- eli.  as  well  as  to  those  unfortunate  citizens,  to 
use  the  most  prompt,  vigorous,  and  efficient  means  to 
restore  to  liberty  and  their  country  those  men,  and  to 
vindicate  to  Mexico  and  the  world  the  proud  declaration 
that  American  citizenship  is  a shield  against  wrong  and 
oppression  throughout  the  globe. 

Beit  farther  resolved,  That  Kentucky  will  sustain,  in 
any  manner  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  with  her 
lull  strength,  the  most  energetic  action  of  the  general 
government  to  right  the  wrong,  both  individual  and  na- 
tional. 

Resolved  further,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legisla- 
ture, it  is  the  duly  of  the  government  of  the  U.  States  to 
demand  and  require  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  the 
future  progress  of  the  war  with  Texas,  to  observe  the 
usages  of  civilized  nations  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to 
forward  a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  end  resolu- 
tions to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to  each 
of  onr  senators  and  representatives  in  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  the  said  resolutions  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Thos.  F.  Marshall  said  that  a similar  paper  to 
to  that  presented  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Thompson) 
had  been  forwarded  to  him,  (Mr.  M.)  by  the  execu- 
tive of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  which  he  had  receiv- 
ed this  morning.  He  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  with  instructions  to  derive 
from  the  department  of  state  all  information  that 
might  exist  there  in  relation  to  what  had  been  done 
by  that  department  in  relation  to  the  subject;  and 
also  such  information  as  the  department  might  pos- 
sess in  relation  to  the  capture  complained  of,  and 
that  they  report  to  this  house,  &c. 

Mr.  IFood  said  if  this  proposition  was  in  order,  he 
desired  to  move  an  amendment,  calling  for  a simi- 
lar kind  of  information  in  relation  to  American  state 
prisoners  confined  in  Van  Dieman’s  land. 

The  speaker  said  the  instructions  were  in  order; 
but  that  if  they  gave  rise  to  debate  they  must  lie 
over. 

Mr.  Marshall,  on  the  suggestion,  he  said,  of  Mr. 
Everett,  would  change  the  form  of  the  instructions, 
and  'offer  the  proposition  in  the  shape  of  a resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  department  for  the  information 
indicated. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Marshall  was  then  read  as 
follows,  (it  having  been  first  modified  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams,  by  inserting  the  usual  proviso  as 
to  the  compatibility  of  the  publication  of  the  infor- 
mation referred  to  with  the  public  interests): 

Resolved,  That  the.  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  all  the  information 
in  his  possession,  which  may  not  be  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest,  touching  the  American  citizens  cap- 
tured near  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
have  been  taken  relative  thereto  by  litis  government. 

Mr.  IFood  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion by  adding  the  following  words: 

Also,  any  information  he  may  have,  and  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest,  concerning  Ame- 
rican citizens  now  British  prisoners  in  Van  Dieman’s 
land. 

The  question  then  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wood;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  presented  a petition  of  citizens  of 
Richmond  county,  Kentucky,  praying  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  said  petition  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions 

“To  report  an  amendment  to  the  bankrupt  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  by  which  all 
corporations  which  issue  paper  to  be  circulated  as 
money  shall  be  brought  within  the  provisions  of  said 
law.” 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  Mr.  Briggs  so  to  modify  his  in- 
structions to  the  committee  as  to  add  “and  also  to 
report  such  other  amendments  as  said  committee 
may  deem  necessary  to  perfect  said  act.” 

Mr.  Briggs  accepted  this  as  a modification  of  his 
own  proposition. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  taken. 
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Mr.  Gentry  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  101,  nays  88. 

So,  at  half  past  three  o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  15.  Hon.  Christopher  Morgan,  re- 
presentative from  the  state  of  New  York,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  business  of  yesterday  respecting  the  bankrupt 
law  was  then  resumed.  The  previous  question  upon 
Mr.  Clifford’s  amendment  to  Mr.  Briggs’  resolution 
of  instructions  to  the  committee  'on  the  judiciary  be- 
ing seconded,  upon  ordering  the  main  question,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  ayes  111,  noes 
88. 

So  the  main  question  was  put  (being  upon  adopting 
Mr.  Briggs’  resolution,  instructing  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee to  report  an  amendmentto  the  bankrupt  law, 
which  should  include  corporations,  issuing  paper,  as 
money,  in  its  provisions — modified  by  Mr.  Clifford,  so 
as  not  to  revoke  the  instructions  already  given  this 
committee  to  report  a bill  repealing  the  law) — and 
upon  this,  too,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken — they 
were  ayes  98,  noes  109.  So  the  house  rejected  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Boyd  rose  and  presented  a petition  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  which  he  moved  to 
refer  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  with  the  fol- 
lowing instructions: 

That  the  said  memorial  “be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report 
on  this  day,  at  2 o’clock,  in  execution  of  an  order  of 
the  house  made  on  the  8th  instant,  a bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,’  ” 
approved  August  19,  1841. 

Mr.  B.  moved  the  previous  question  before  taking 
his  seat,  and  again,  after  the  instructions  had  been 
read,  rose  and  made  that  motion. 

Much  tumult,  motions  to  adjourn,  questions  of  or- 
der and  confusion  arose.  The  word  “instantcr”  was 
finally  substituted  for  “two  o’clock”  and  Mr.  Boyd’s 
instructions  carried  by  ayes  110,  nays  94. 

Mr.  Barnard  rose  and  reported  a bill,  remarking 
that  he  did  so  in  obedience  to  the  peremptory  order 
of  the  house,  and  under  the  decision  of  the  speaker 
and  the  house. 

And  it  was  read  as  follows: 

A bill  to  repeal  the  act  establishing  a uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,” 
approved  the  19th  day  of  August,  1841,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Winthrop  rose  and  objected  to  any  question  be- 
ing taken  upon  it,  and  insisted  on  his  point  of  order. 

The  speaker  here  read  the  order,  or  instructions. 

This  order,  the  speaker  said,  was  limited  in  its 
terms,  and  could  not  be  exceeded  in  its  spirit.  The 
order  commanded  the  committee  to  report,  but  there 
it  stopped.  The  report  had  been  made,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  now  raised  the  question 
of  order  whether  any  thing  further  could  be  done 
with  the  bill  at  present,  the  order  having  been  dis- 
charged. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hop- 
kins) had  submitted  that  the  next  question  was,  “shall 
the  bill  be  rejected?”  The  chair  had  no  doubt  about 
that.  If  the  point  of  order  had  not  intervened,  or  if 
the  bill  was  now  regularly  up  for  action,  that  would 
ce  rtainly  be  the  next  question;  but  the  question  which 
no  w arose  upon  the  point  of  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  this:  “Was  it  in  order,  con- 
sistently with  the  authority  by  which  this  bill  was 
brought  before  the  house,  to  press  it  further  than  the 
reading  at  this  timer”  In  the  judgment  of  the  speak- 
er it  was  not. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed  from  this  decision. 

A motion  to  adjourn  having  been  made,  the  speak- 
er in  reply  to  an  enquiry,  said  that  the  appeal  would 
be  the  first  thing  in  order  on  Monday  morning,  com- 
ing up  as  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Underwood.  Then,  if  that  is  the  case,  we  will 
adjourn. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  then 
taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  105,  nays 
102. 

At  half  past  5 o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  17.  The  house  having  taken  up  the 
subject  of  the  bankrupt  law, 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Wise, 
upon  the  table.  The  question  being  taken  jt  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  yeas  103,  nays  117. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Wise ; shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  house?  and  by  yeas  99,  nays  118,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  and  so  the  house  rever-  j 
sed  the  decision  of  the  chair. 


Mr.  Granger  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  rejected, 
and  said  that,  on  that  motion  he  had  a few  remarks  to 
make.  He  had  not  risen  to  speak  against  time.  He 
should  detain  the  house  but  a very  few  moments;  but 
he  was  unwilling  that  the  solemn  action  of  the  house, 
as  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  of 
congress,  which  had  gone  forth  to  this  nation,  carry- 
ing hope  to  many  aching  bosoms,  should  be  repealed 
and  crumbled  into  dust,  and  not  one  voice  be  raised 
here  against  the  proceeding.  He  was  aware  that  the 
few  words  he  had  to  say  would  be  of  little  avail;  that 
the  decree  had  gone  forth;  and  that  the  majority  of 
this  house  was  prepared  to  pass  this  bill  by  the  power 
which  it  seemed  in  this  case  to  possess.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  he  claimed  to  himself  the  privilege,  be- 
longing to  the  minority,  of  expressing  his  opinion  be- 
fore the  repeal  went  forth  to  the  world.  He  had  sup- 
posed That,  after  the  mature  deliberation  which  had 
been  had  on  the  subject,  not  only  throughout  this  na- 
tion, but  in  this  hall — after  the  most  deep  interest  felt 
in  this  question,  he  had  a right  to  expect  that  the  le- 
gislation of  the  country  was  settled — that  at  least  ac- 
tion would  not  have  been  taken  on  the  repeal  of  this 
law  until  the  whole  effects  of  a bill  so  solemnly  pass- 
ed had  been  seen  by  the  country  in  its  operation. — 
Scarcely  three  months  had  elapsed  after  the  passage 
of  this  law  with  the  usual  solemnities  before  gentle- 
men here  rose  in  their  places  and  demanded  its  re- 
peal. 

He  denied  that  there  was  any  evidence  that  the 
people  of  the  nation  asked  for  the  repeal.  What  had 
been  the  course  adopted  by  gentlemen?  Had  they 
come  in  the  usual  forms  of  legislation,  and  met  this 
question  boldly  on  this  floor  to  be  discussed?  or  had 
they  availed  themselves  of  the  rules  of  this  house,  by 
the  most  severe  construction  that  had  ever  been  put 
on  them  since  he  had  been  a member,  to  push  a bill 
through  in  a manner  unprecedented  in  the  legislation 
of  this  country.  He  defied  any  man,  however  blood 
thirsty  he  may  be  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  to  point 
out  any  instance,  from  the  formation  of  this  govern- 
ment till  this  day,  when  any  bill  had  been  attempted 
to  be  forced  through  this  hall  in  this  manner.  It 
struck  him  that  the  representatives  should  stop  at 
least  long  enough  to  give  a decent  form  of  burial  to 
this  creature  of  their  three  months’  creation.  But, 
instead  of  that,  he  had  been  pained  to  see  those  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  he  politically  associated,  and  who, 
three  short  months  ago,  recorded  their  names  in  fa- 
vor of  this  law,  stand  ready  to  lend  their  power  to 
clinch  the  nails  in  the  very  coffin  of  their  own  off- 
spring. Wealth  and  power  operating  on  the  press 
might  create  for  a moment  apparent  evidence  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  which  did  not  exist  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  and  the  nation  generally;  but  the  poor  and  un- 
fortunate of  this  country  exercised  no  such  control, 
and  he  denied  that  there  had  been  any  expression 
even  in  the  sections  where  the  call  for  the  repeal  was 
made  through  the  public  press  in  favor  of  such  re- 
peal. 

He  well  knew  that  there  was  opposition  to  this  bill. 
Never  in  the  history  of  this  government  had  there 
been  any  act  of  legislation  which  was  calculated  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  debtor  but  there  had 
been  an  opposition  by  those  in  the  community  who 
first  ruined  the  debtor,  by  drawing  his  life-blood,  drop 
after  drop,  and  who  never  leave  their  victim  until  he 
is  dead.  Follow  back  the  history  of  the  legislation 
of  this  country,  and  they  would  find  that  there  had 
never  been  an  act  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  man, 
but  opposition  was  made  to  it  from  the  same  source. 
Go  to  your  laws  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt;  he 
asked  whether  the  cry  did  not  then  go  forth  that  they 
were  annulling  contracts,  and  whether,  in  those  states 
where  laws  for  its  abolishment  had  been  passed,  the 
same  set  of  men  who  now  busied  themselves  against 
the  operation  of  this  law  were  not  to  be  found  in  your 
commercial  towns,  and  on  the  highways,  vociferating 
loudly  concerning  the  obligations  of  credit  and  the 
force  of  contracts?  And  yet  there  was  not  one  state 
in  the  union  where  the  legislature  had  adhered  to 
their  action  in  passing  these  laws,  but  the  public  opi- 
nion had  not  silenced  the  clamor  on  this  subject. 

Try  it  when  you  will,  and  the  mere  money-lenders 
of  a country  will  raise  a clamor  against  every  law 
which  takes  from  them  any  supposed  power  to  force 
the  last  dollar  from  a debtor.  He  was  no  leveller, 
he  came  not  to  make  war  on  wealth,  he  detested  the 
paltry  attempts  made  to  excite  jealousies  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor;  but  the  history  of  this  nation 
and  every  other  people  on  earth  shows,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  dispute,  that  those  who  hold  the  money- 
ed power  of  a country  are  the  last  to  yield  to  any  re- 
laxation of  the  severity  of  laws  by  which,  having  ex- 
hausted the  means  of  payment  of  the  debtor,  they  are 
enabled  to  cripple  his  energies  for  life. 

In  many  places — he  was  happy  to  say  not  general- 
ly— the  banks  had  struck  at  this  law;  and  why?  Be- 
cause there  had  grown  up  in  this  country  a system  of 


dealing,  which  strikes  at  the  root  of  morality,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  banks.  This  law  places  every  creditor 
on  an  equal  footing;  and  the  banks  which,  by  the  aid 
of  kind  friends,  have  given  debtors  a fictitious  credit, 
when  the  bubble  is  about  to  burst,  can  no  longer,  un- 
der the  operation  of  this  law,  take  the  property  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  honestnian,  and  keep  themselves 
unscathed.  They  undoubtedly  would  raise  the  cry 
of  vested  rights,  and  say  that  they  took  their  charters 
under  certain  laws,  and  that  they  must  not  now  be  in- 
terfered with.  There  was  another  class  of  debtors, 
who,  hiding  their  property  under  one  name  and  an- 
other, had  gone  on  and  kept  the  honest  man  out  of 
his  dues,  who  would,  under  this  law,  be  brought  up 
to  answer  and  surrender  all  their  ill-gotton  and  ill- 
retained  wealth.  They,  too,  would  be  found  against 
this  law. 

He  was  one  of  those  who  had  contended  with  all 
his  energy,  and  what  little  power  he  might  possess, 
to  bring  this  country  to  a state  of  things  in  which 
there  should  be  some  permanency.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  had  deprecated  from  his  very  heart  the 
unfixed  condition  of  things  for  the  last  twelve  years; 
and  now  he  was  brought  to  the  humiliating  condition 
of  seeing  some  of  his  valued  friends  lending  their  aid 
to  those  he  had  opposed,  to  present  to  this  nation  an 
instance  of  the  most  fickle  legislation  that  could  be 
found  on  our  statute  books.  He  doubted  if  the  world 
could  show  an  instance  of  legislation  like  this. 

If  this  bill  passed,  what  hope  was  there  left  to 
the  unfortunate  who  are  to  avail  themselves  of  it? — 
Repeal  this  bankrupt  law  in  the  manner  now  propos- 
ed; and  for  fifty  years  they  would  not  see  another 
successful  attempt  to  do  that  which  the  condition  of 
the  country  demands.  Men  would  halt,  if  they  found 
that  they  are  called  on  to  do  an  act  which  had  before 
been  passed,  and,  in  three  months  after,  was  sudden- 
ly and  rudely  blotted  out.  The  last  hope  of  the  un- 
fortunate of  this  generation  would  be  crushed  if  this 
law  were  to  be  repealed.  He  was  aware  that  it  had 
been  very  common  to  denounce  all  those  who  were 
engaged  in  the  speculations  of  1835  and  1836  as  mere 
adventurers,  starting  into  the  world  with  a bold  be- 
lief that  they  could  make  something  when  they  had 
nothing  to  lose.  Those  who  knew  him  knew  that  no 
man  had  argued  more  strongly  against  the  excesses 
of  these  things.  No  man  had  ridiculed  the  bubbles 
of  that  day  more  than  he  had,  but  it  was  not  true  that 
the  great  mass  of  persons  engaged  in  these  enterpri- 
ses were  without  capital  or  character.  It  was  a time 
of  excitement — he  spoke  not  of  it  to  excite  political 
feeling.  This  government  had  thrown  within  the 
reach  of  our  people  immense  sums  of  money,  which 
could  be  obtained  on  much  easier  terms  than  ever 
before  known.  An  adventurous  spirit  was  called 
into  action;  individuals  did  what  states  did,  and  every 
nerve  was  strained  to  arouse  the  energies  and  call 
forth  the  slumbering  resources  of  our  people. 

Within  his  own  knowledge  hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  men  have  embarked  wealth  and  character  in  that 
activity  and  enterprise  which  had  made  the  country 
what  it  now  is.  It  was  unnecessary  to  repeat  what 
followed.  He  would  not  place  the  number  of  those 
who  would  have  availed  themselves  of  this  law  so 
high  as  many  had  done,  but  he  believed  that  there 
were  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  in  this  nation 
who  were  not  only  ruined  by  the  operations  of  those 
years,  but  who  are  as  honest,  faithful,  and  true,  as 
any  portion  of  community.  Strike  from  the  list  of 
these  every  man  whose  character  was  doubtful — 
cruel  as  it  would  be,  and  he  rejected  the  doctrine — 
strike  from  it  every  man  who  entered  into  business 
relying  on  his  energies  alone,  and  there  would  re- 
main this  number  to  be  benefitted  by  the  operation  of 
this  law.  There  was  a great  class  of  men  honest 
and  faithful,  who  not  only  placed  their  energies  in 
the  operations  of  that  day,  but  their  fortunes  also; 
and  he  held  that  this  whole  class,  when  the  fault  was 
only  that  error  of  judgment  which,  in  a young  and 
growing  nation  like  ours,  will  prevail  more  than  in 
older  countries,  had  a right  to  the  operations  of  this 
law,  and  to  be  restored  to  usefulness  in  community 
if  they  shall  surrender  all  their  property.  Had  gen- 
tlemen stopped  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of 
chaining  down  200,000  men  who  cannot  produce  any 
thing  beyond  a mere  subsistence  from  day  to  day,  be- 
cause they  can  hold  nothing  they  produce?  The  ac- 
tivity, energy,  and  moral  powerof  this  country,  which 
these  200,000  men  will  add  to  the  wealth  and  honor 
of  the  nation  in  five  years,  were  they  at  liberty  to 
act,  was  worth  ten  times  the  debt  they  owe.  The 
character,  the  wealth,  and  the  morals  of  this  nation, 
demanded  that  they  should  hold  on  to  the  law. 

When  he  reflected  on  the  thousands  and  thousands 
to  whom  the  repeal  of  this  law  would  come  as  the 
death-knell  to  every  hope,  his  very  soul  saddened 
within  him.  What  was  their  situation?  Prostrated 
by  the  misfortune  of  the  times,  and,  even  allowing 
that  it  was  through  their  own  indiscretion,  they  have 
struggled  on  till  now  under  that  sickness  of  heart 
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which  arises  from  hope  deferred.  They  have  thought 
that  the  day  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand;  every 
arrangement  has  been  made  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  this  law;  and  now  that  government 
which  has  held  out  to  them  the  most  flattering  anti- 
cipations of  relief,  blasts  them  forever.  He  could 
not  imagine  a condition  more  fallen  than  that  of  the 
debtor,  who  has  prepared  to  avail  himself  and  his 
family  of  the  benefits  of  this  law,  and  now  finds  that 
the  very  power  of  legislation  which  gave  him  this 
benefit  suddenly  wrests  it  from  him,  and  that  the  mo- 
ment the  doors  of  his  prison  begin  to  open  they  are 
again  closed  suddenly  upon  him.  It  did  appear  to 
him,  and  he  intended  no  disrespect  to  this  house,  that 
there  was  in  this  course  of  action  a cruelty  unparal- 
leled in  the  history  of  this  country. 

He  remembered  to  have  read  of  a Grecian  sculp- 
tor who  purchased  two  slaves  as  models  for  his  studio, 
over  whom  he  held  the  power  of  life  and  death.  To 
one  he  offered  encouragement  of  freedom,  and  watch- 
ed his  countenance  that  he  might  give  to  a statue 
that  expression  which  lights -up  the  face  and  form  of 
man,  when  raised  from  the  depths  of  despondency  by 
the  buoyancy  of  hope.  The  other  he  ordered  to  be 
executed  in  his  presence,  and  as  he  calmly  watched 
the  death  struggle  of  his  victim,  secured  to  himself 
an  imperishable  name  by  transferring  to  the  marble 
he  wrought  a representation  of  the  dying  agony  of  a 
fellow-mortal.  Pass  this  law,  and  the  Athenian  artist 
must  yield  to  them  the  palm  of  ingenious  cruelty. — 
His  fame  perpetuated  on  marble  might  be  more  en- 
during than  that  which  is  most  deeply  chiselled  in  the 
broken  spirits  and  bruised  hearts  of  the  unfortunate; 
but  they  would  conquer  him  by  having,  in  one  short 
month,  presented  in  more  than  a hundred  thousand 
of  their  fellow-citizens  the  most  painful  personifica- 
tion of  blooming  hope  and  withering  despair. 

Mr.  Marshall  said  it  was  entirely  foreign  from  his 
purpose  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  act,  which  he 
presumed  they  were  now  about  to  repeal.  He  would 
make  but  one  or  two  observations  in  explanation  of 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  make.  It  was  now  up- 
wards of  one  week  since  a vote  had  been  given  by  a 
very  decided  majority  of  this  house,  ordering  the  re- 
port of  a bill  for  the  repeal  of  this  law  for  last  Tues- 
day. In  one  way  or  other,  by  calls  of  yeas  and  nays 
and  interpositions  of  rules  of  order,  they  had  been 
delayed  until  this  day.  Every  one  here  knew  that 
this  law  was  to  take  effect  on  the  first  of  February. 
If  it  was  to  be  repealed  at  all,  then  it  was  in  the  last 
degree  important  that  it  should  be  done  as  speedily 
as  possible.  Nothing  could  be  more  impolitic  than 
to  delay  this  bill  untill  the  law  takes  effect  in  part, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  a portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  therefore,  so  far  as  he  had 
any  concern  with  the  measure,  that  he  had  endeavor- 
ed to  urge  it  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  was  known 
that  this  law  was  passed  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances. 

Allusion  had  been  made  by  the  eloquent  and  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gran- 
ger),  to  the  course  of  members  on  this  floor  who  vot- 
ed for  this  law  at  the  extra  ression  and  now  were 
found  in  favor  of  its  repeal,  as  furnishing  an  example 
both  of  inconsistency  and  cruelty  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  legislation.  He  would,  in  behalf  of  those 
gentlemen,  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  the  fact  that  when  the  law  was  passed 
its  operation  was  suspended  for  a certain  time;  and 
why?  What  was  the  policy  pursued  by  congress  at 
the  extra  session,  when  they  passed  this  law?  What 
other  reason  was  there  for  suspending  its  operation, 
save  that  the  law  should  be  laid  before  the  people  for 
popular  examination  and  discussion?  There  was  a 
number  of  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  law  on  this 
consideration:  that  its  effects  should  be  suspended  to 
afford  time  and  opportunity  to  discover  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  and  if  the  popular  sentiment  should  be 
found  against  the  measure,  that  they  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  repeal  it.  That  was  the  condition  on 
which  votes  were  obtained  here;  and  in  relation  to 
gentlemen  who  acted  thus,  and  since,  by  full  and  free 
communication  with  their  constituents,  had  ascertain- 
ed to  their  entire  satisfaction  that  the  people  they  re- 
presented are  opposed  to  this  policy,  the  charge 
either  of  inconsistency  or  cruelty  was  unjust. 

As  to  the  public  press  and  petitions  from  the  peo- 
ple, so  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  you  and  I are  concern- 
ed, (continued  Mr.  M.)  we  have  the  most  indubita- 
ble evidence  of  what  is  the  wish  and  desire  of  those 
we  represent.  It  had  been  declared  by  one  of  the 
presses  in  New  York,  and  published  to  all  the  world, 
that  they  who  went  for  this  repeal  were  enemies  to 
freemen  and  in  favor  of  British  capitalists:  and  he. 
(Mr.  M.)  had  been  charged  by  a New  York  paper 
with  kaving  received  §100,000  for  the  course  he  was 
now  pursuing  in  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give,  and 
his  colleagues  from  Kentucky  had  been  included  in 
the  same  charge;  [Mr.  Sprigg,  all  except  myself;] 
that  they  were  paid  by  British  capitalists  to  vote  for 


the  repeal  of  the  bill  for  which  they  had  voted  at 
the  extra  session.  He  referred  to  this  thing  to  show 
how  little  importance  was  to  be  attached  to  what  a 
hireling  press  might  say  on  the  one  side  or  the  other. 

He  had  alluded  to  these  matters  merely  to  explain 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  make.  If  the  law  was 
to  be  repealed,  it  ought  to  be  done  immediately — 
before  the  day  of  its  going  into  operation.  There- 
fore, under  these  circumstances,  not  from  inconsi- 
derate haste,  or  from  rash  and  cruel  zeal  in  this  mat- 
ter, but  simply  that  the  sentiments  of  this  house 
might  be  tested  before  the  day  of  the  law  going  into 
effect,  he  had  risen  to  move  the  previous  question; 
and  he  now  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  Sollers  said  that  at  the  extra  session,  he  had 
voted  for  the  bankrupt  bill,  and  his  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  policy  of  such  a law  had  undergone  no  change. 
At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  that  bill  he  had  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  its  operation  was  postponed 
for  the  express  purpose  of  permitting  it  to  be  amend- 
ed at  this  session.  This  was  the  stipulation,  and  he 
said  it  could  not  have  passed  the  house  without  this 
stipulation.  He  believed  at  that  time  that  the  bill 
was  imperfect,  and  many  others  agreed  with  him  in 
that  opinion.  He  believed  it  was  imperfect,  because 
repealing,  as  it  did  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  states, 
and  giving  entire  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  to  the 
federal  courts,  it  would  effectually  shut  the  door  of 
relief  against  a large  class  of  our  citizens  who,  owing 
to  the  expenses  incident  to  applying  to  the  federal 
courts,  would  be  precluded  from  the  benefit  of  the 
law.  He  had  hoped  that  the  law  would,  at  this  ses- 
sion, have  been  so  amended  as  that,  while  it  extend- 
ed relief  to  that  unfortunate  class  of  debtors  whom 
the  insolvent  laws  of  the  states  did  not  reach,  it 
would  not  deprive  another  class,  equally  entitled  to 
consideration,  of  the  benefit  of  that  law.  And  he 
held  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  law  responsible  for 
not  having,  in  virtue  of  their  express  promises,  en- 
deavored so  to  amend  the  law  as  to  rid  it  of  the  ob- 
jections to  which  he  referred.  He  would  be  com- 
pelled, therefore,  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a law  in 
the  general  principles  of  which  he  most  heartily 
acquiesced,  because,  in  his  opinion,  without  some 
amendment,  it  would  inflict  great  injury  upon  a large 
class  of  his  constituents. 


i 

1 


i 


The  main  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  1 
the  negative.  Yeas  97,  nays  T24.  So  the  house  de- 
cided that  the  bill  should  not  be  rejected. 

After  some  further  proceedings,  the  question  on 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  i 
by  yeas  124,  nays  9G. 

And  the  house  ordered  the  bill  to  a third  reading 
now. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  by  its  title,  and  the 
question  being,  “shall  this  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  was  ordered. 

The  question,  “shall  this  bill  pass?”  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  LandafT  VV.  Andrews,  Arrington, 
Atherton,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye.  Bolt.-, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
Samson  H.  Butler,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler, 
Green  W Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Camp- 
bell, William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. Campbell,  Cam- 
thers,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton.  Coles, 
Cowen,  Cravens.  Cross  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  Dean,  Doan.  Doig.  Eastman,  John  C.  Ed- 
wards, Egbert,  Ferris.  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fornancc,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmer, 
Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green, 
Gustine,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hop- 
kins, Houck,  Houston,  Hubard.  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Iu- 
gersoll.  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  J.  W Jones,  Keim.  An- 
drew Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  John  T.  Mason.  Ma- 
thews, Mattocks,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Newhard, 
Owsley.  Parmentcr,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pickens  Plumer, 
Pope,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Reding.  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs, 
Rogers,  Sanford.  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields, 
William  Smith,  Sollers,  Sprigg,  Steenrod.  Alexander  H. 
H.  Smart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Ward,  WaMerson,  Weller,  Westbrook.  James  W. 
Williams  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Augustus  Young — 126. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams.  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Board- 
man,  Borden,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockwny,  Bronson,  M 
Brown,  J.  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Law- 
rence Foster,  Gates,  Giddings,  Granger,  Gwin,  Haber- 
sham, Hall,  Halstead,  Henry,  Howard.  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Janies, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy.  Lane,  Law- 
rence, Linn,  McKeon,  Samson  Mason,  Muthiot,  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Pierce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Be  jamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Bayncr.  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell, 
James  M.  Russell,  Saltons'all,  Sirnonton,  SlaOc.  Truman 
.Smith,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilli  ghast,  Toland,  Tom- 


linson, Trumbull,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren, 
Washington.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wood.  .1.  Young — 94. 

So  the  bill  was  was  passed,  and  the  bankrupt  law 
of  the  extra  session,  so  far  as  the  house  is  concerned, 
was  repealed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tenn.  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  just  taken;  and  asked  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

And  the  question,  (being  on  the  reconsideration), 
was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  title  of  the  bill;  Mr. 
JIrnold  moved  to  to  amend  it  by  adding  the  words, 
“being  the  first  important  act  of  a public  nature  that 
was  ever  passed  without  debate.” 

The  speaker,  on  a point  of  order  raised  by  Mr. 
Wise,  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Proffit  and  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Term,  simultane- 
ously moved  the  previous  question  on  the  title.  And 
there  was  a second. 

And  the  main  question,  (being  on  the  title  of  the 
bill),  was  ordered;  and,  on  being  taken,  the  title  of 
the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said,  I move  that  the  house 
adjourn;  and  I call  for  the  previous  question  on  that. 

And,  at  a late  hour,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  18.  Petitions  were  presented,  and 
among  them  the  following: 

Mr.  Underwood  presented  one  for  the  repeal  of  the 
law  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sollers  presented  a petition  from  the  citizens 
of  Prince  Georges’ county,  for  the  erection  of  a free 
bridge  across  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Kennedy  presented  petitions  from  merchants  in 
Baltimore,  in  favor  of  granting  the  committee  on 
manufactures  power  to  send  for  witnesses  relative 
to  the  tariff-  subject. 

A number  of  petitions  from  Pennsylvania  were 
presented,  asking  that  no  law  may  be  passed  impair- 
ing the  constitutional  rights  of  petition. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  moved  that  they  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  by  yeas  93,  nays  75,  they  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

Another  petition  was  presented,  asking  either  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District,  or  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  government,  and  numerous  other  pe- 
titions, having  reference  to  slavery,  were  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  James  presented  several  memorials,  asking 
that  all  laws  of  the  house  may  be  repealed,  restrict- 
ing in  any  way  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  breathes 
in  the  constitution.  On  these  petitions  the  question 
of  reception  was  raised  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  various  petitions,  and  one 
from  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  amend- 
ment or  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  which  petition 
he  moved  to  have  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  for  estab- 
lishing a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  United  States  in  which  the  imperfections  of  the 
act  of  19th  August,  1841,  should  be  removed — and, 
upon  these  instructions,  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. A division  took  place,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  by  83  to  50. 

Several  petitions  were  presented  from  New  York, 
asking  that  Sunday  mails  may  be  abolished. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  petitions  against  the  admis- 
sion of  any  new  slave  state  into  the  union.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Granger  presented  abolition  petitions,  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  presented,  asking  that  the  postage 
on  all  letters  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents. 

Mr.  Granger  also  presented  a petition  from  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  asking  for  adequate  security  for 
their  persons  in  all  states  in  the  union.  Mr.  G. 
moved  its  reference  to  the  judiciary  committee. 
The  question  of  reception  being  raised,  was  about  to 
be  put,  when  a motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan  19.  Mr.  Bidlack  arose  and  hav- 
ing announced  the  death  of  the  hon.  Davis  Dimock, 
jr.  late  a member  of  this  house,  who  first  appeared 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation  at  the  late  extra  session 
and  w'ho  died  on  the  13th  inst.  at  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna co.,  Pa.,  delivered  an  eulogy  upon  his  charac- 
ter, and  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted. 

Resolved.,  That  this  house  have  learned  with  feelings 
of  deep  humility  the  intelligence  of  the  decease  of  the 
hon . Davis  Dimock,  jr.,  late  a member  of  this  comtress, 
and  as  an  evidence  of  the  sympathy  which  the  members 
entertain  and  hereby  lender  to  his  surviving  relatives  and 
personal  friends,  they  will  wear  crape  on  tl  e left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Res  deed,  That  as  a further  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  this  house  do  now  adjourn. 

And  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 
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United  States  bank  officers.  The  investigation  of 
the  charge  of  conspiracy  made  against  Nicholas  Biddle, 
terminated  last  evening,  before  the  recorder;  and  the  de- 
fendants. Nicholas  Biddle,  Sain’i  Jaudon,  Tiros.  Dunlap, 
Joseph  Covvperlhwait  and  John  Andrews,  were  each 
bound  oyer  m the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  appear  at  the  pre- 
sent term  of  the  court  of  general  sessions,  to  answer  the 
charge.  [ Sentinel  Junuary  18. 

Commerce  of  Baltimore.  Total  arrival  from  foreign 
pons  during  1841,  402.  Arrivals  from  coastwise  ports, 
758.  Cleared  lor  foreign  ports  420.  Cleared  coastwise, 
383. 

Commerce  of  the  Western  Lakes-  The  following 
particulars  of  the  commerce  of  the  western  lakes,  from  a 
statement  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  head  ol  the  engi- 
neer department  on  the  lakes,  by  a gentleman  of  Buffalo, 
is  made  up,  says  the  Buffalo  Commercial,  “from  precise 
and  accurate  data  which  cannot  be  gainsaid.” 

Previous  to  1832  the  whole  commerce  west  of  De- 
troit, was  confined  almost  entirely  to  carrying  up  pro- 
visions and  goods  for  the  Indian  trade,  and  supplies 
for  the  troops,  and  bringing  back  the  produce  of  the  fur 
trade.  , 

Drum  1819  to  1326  one  voyage  annually  was  made  by 
a steamboat  to  Mackinac,  and  in  1832  steamboats  char- 
tered by  government  first  appeared  at  Chicago,  then  an 
open  road-stead. 

In  1833  there  were  eleven  steamboats,  winch  cost 
$360  ODD  at  Buffalo.  These  boats  took  away  from  Buf- 
falo 42  056  passengers  and  brought  back  18,526;  and  for 
passengers  and  freight  that  year  they  received  $229,282 
69.  Three  trips  were  likewise  made  to  Chicago,  the  re- 
ceipts for  which  were  $4,355  93. 

in  1831  there  were  18  steamboats,  at  a cost  of  over 
$600  000.  The  whole  amount  received  for  freight  and 
passengers  was  $238,565  95;  of  which  $6,272  may  be 
considered  as  earned,  west  ol  Deltoit. 

for  the  years  1335,  6,  7,  8,  9,  no  details  could  be  pre- 
pared without  vast  labor,  and  the  attempt  was  therefore 
not  mace. 

In  1840,  a steamboat  association  had  been  again  form- 
ed that  embraced  all  the  boats.  'Their  number  vvasforty- 
eb'ht  from  150  to  7o0  tons  burden,  and  the  cost  of  their 
construction  about  $2,200,000.  The  aggregate  earnings 
for  freight  and  passengers  was  $725,523  45.  Eight  boats 
ran  regularly  to  Chicago,  whose  aggregate  earnings  were 
$302,757  93;  of  which  $201,133  may  be  considered  as 
business  west  of  Detroit.  _ 

In  1841  the  aggregate  earnings  were  $767,132  27;  of 
which  $226,352  were  earned  west  of  Detroit. 

For  estimating  the  amount  of  business  done  by  the  sail 
craft,  no  precise  data  are  possessed.  The  number  of  sail 
vessels  is  estimated  at  250,  varying  from  30  io  350  ions 
burden.  Their  cost  is  estimated  at  $1,250,000;  and  the 
freight  earned  at  $750, 0d0.  Exact  data  cannot  he  obtain- 
ed without  consulting  the  custom  huuse  hooks  at  every 
port  of  entry  on  the  lakes. 

In  addition  to  tliis  are  the  vessels  owned  on  both 
sides  of  Lake  Ontario,  which  pass  through  the  Welland 
canal  and  push  their  trade  to  the  extreme  ena  of  Lake 
Michigan.  The  number  that  passed  through  the  canal, 
was  in 

1S40.  1841. 

Schooners  1,863  1,895 

Scows  and  boats  '69  972 

Tonnage  202,282  247,911 

The  amount  of  freight  on  this  property,  which  was 
grown  on  the  American  side  of  these  waters,  and  earned 
on  Lake  Erie  and  the  upper  lakes,  is  estimated  at 
$150,000,  and  the  aggregate  commercial  business  on  those 
lakes  is  estimated  at  $1,700,000. 


Commerce  of  the  northern  lakes.  The  Detroit 
Advertiser  gives  a brief  history  of  the  progress  of  com- 
merce oil  the  northern  lakes.  In  1S19  there  was  but  une 
steamboat  on  them.  In  1S33  there  were  11,  costing 
$360,000.  and  receiving  $229,212.  The  time  of  running 
from  Buffalo  to  Chicago  was  22  days.  In  1834  there 
were  18  boats  in  service  costing  $600,000,  and  earning 
$233,565.  In  1839  a regular  ime  of  8 boats  was  estab- 
lished between  the  extreme  points,  making  the  voyage 
in  16  days.  In  1840  the  boats  increased  to  48,  their 
cost  to  $2,  200,000,  and  their  income  to  $725,523.  In 
1841,  525  trips  by  steam  were  made  from  Buffalo  to 
Detroit,  and  81  to  the  Upper  Lakes.  Earnings  of  all 
the  boats,  $767,132.  The  number  of  sail  vessels  for 
the  year  is  estimated  at  250,  their  cost  at  81,250,000, 
and  their  earnings  at  $750,000.  The  earnings  of  Bri- 
tish vessels  were  about  $150,000,  making  a total  for  the 
past  year  of  $1,667,132.  The  enrolled  and  licensed 
tonnage  on  the  lakes  for  1841  was  4i,134  tons,  of  which 
11.432  was  at  Detroit,  9,514  at  Cleveland,  8,346  at  Oswe- 
go) 4, 196  at  Buffalo,  3,633  at  Sackett’s  Harbor,  2,643  at 
Sandusky,  470  at  Mackinaw,  and  230  at  Niagara. 


Exchange.  New  York  on  Boston,  par  a 5 dis.j  Phi- 
ladelphia 5ja5j;  Baltimore  3|a4;  Richmond  7;  Charles- 
ton U;  Augusta  4;  Mobile  15j;  New  Orleans  9j;  Cin- 
cinnati 12j;  Louisville  10g. 

In  Baltimore — Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  orders  are 
at  14al5  discount  for  Baltimore  bank  notes;  specie  34; 
bills  on  London  13. 


Extra  election.  The  election  for  a delegate  from 
Queen  Anne’s,  county  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland, 
where  a lie  occurred  at  the  October  election,  has  re- 
sulted in  favor  of  the  Van  Buren  candidate,  Newman 
who  received  605  votes;  Hopper,  (whig),  594 — majority  1 1. 


Grain — imported  into  Boston,  during  the  year  1841  — 
Of  corn,  2 045,224  bushels,  oats,  356,502;  rye,  34,128; 
shorts,  43,047. 

Mississippi.  The  message  of  Gov.  McNutt  goe3  the 
the  entire  figure,  for  repudiating  the  $5,000,0(10  bonds 
issued  in  favor  of  the  Union  bank;  and  his  excellency 
comments  upon  the  triumph  of  the  anti-bond  paying 
party,  in  strains  of  exaggerated  exultation.  He  proposes 
to  the  legislature  the  propriety  of  examining  under  oath, 
all  of  the  commissioners  who  were  charged  with  the  sale 
of  state  bonds.  “The  facts,’’  he  says,  “it  condensed  into 
a report,  and  published,  will  prove  that  Mississippi  stands 
fully  justified  in  the  stand  she  has  taken,  and  that  her 
faith,  justice,  honor,  dignity  and  glory  remained  untar- 
nished.” The  interest  upon  these  bonds  has  not  been 
paid  for  the  last  twelve  months;  and  the  governor  says 
the  Union  bank  will  not  hereafter  be  able  to  pay  any 
portion  of  either  principal  or  interest. 

The  situation  of  the  institution,  exclusive  of  interest  due 
and  unpaid  upon  bonds,  was  on  the  19th  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  as  follows: 


Resources. 

Bills  receivable,  bills  of  exchange,  suspend- 
ed debt  and  loans  on  mortgages, 

Cotton  notes, 

Due  by  batiks, 

Real  and  personal  estate, 

Notes  of  various  hanks, 

Specie — Trust  fund  to  pay  costs  of  suits 
Due  by  branches, 


$3,109,377  10 
1,090,900  81 
82,720  40 
117.079  76 
2,250  42 
3,302  81 
2,932  012  19 


Liabilities. 

Baring,  brothers  & Co.  as  security  for 
which  they  have  7,000  bales  of  cotton 
unsold, 

State  treasurer, 

Perry  Cohea,  trustee, 

Due  to  banks. 

Circulation — including  amount 
Cash  held  by  the  branches,  $2,207,730  00 
Deduct  the  amount  of  cash 
reported  at  the  branches, 
as  per  their  statements,  325,363  41 
Wnich  leaves  the  amount 
of  “actual  circulation,”  1,872,366  59 

Certificates  of  deposites, 

Assignees,  certificates, 

State  bonds  disposed  of  by  the  bank  in 
August,  1833, 


$7,396,643  49 


$261,366  95 
32  93 
3,302  81 
1,901  05 


1,872,366  59 
101.822  05 
1,933  46 

5,000,000  00 


$7,242,730  84 

The  message  says,  that  the  avails  of  the  $5,000,000 
bonds  were  all  squandered  within  eighteen  months  of  the 
bank  commencing  discounting.  The  value  of  the  assets 
are  not  known;  but  the  governor  thinks  that  with  good 
management,  and  under  favorable  circumstances,  the 
bank,  at  some  far  distant  day,  may  take  up  its  circulation. 

The  message  comments  with  severity  upon  the  distri- 
bution act  ot  the  extra  session;  with  the  exception  of  that 
portion  of  it  which  grants  pre-emption  rights,  from  which 
great  advantage  is  expected  to  the  stale. 

I he  finances  of  the  state  do  not  appear  to  be  in  a very 
flourishing  condition.  [IV.  O.  Bee. 


Michigan.  Gov.  Barry's  message.  Seven  and  a half 
columns  of  the  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  are  taken  up 
with  this  message.  It  touches  upon  many  subjects,  and 
in  a diffuse  manner. 

The  school  system  of  the  state  receives  attention.  It 
is  recommended  that  the  various  existing  enactments  on 
the  subject  ol  public  instruction  be  condensed  into  one, 
and  published  in  such  a convenient  form  as  will  ensure 
its  circulation  throughout  the  slate. 

The  distribution  law  is  condemned — but  in  moderate 
language.  The  rejection  of'  a dividend  under  it  is  not 
urged;  if  the  money  is  accepted,  however,  the  principle  of 
the  act  should  be  protested  against.  This,  no  doubt  will 
answer  all  the  useful  purposes  of  political  opposition. 

The  system  of  internal  improvements  projected  in  Mi- 
chigan some  years  ago,  when  speculation  was  the  mania 
of  the  day,  embraced  about  596  miles  of  rail  road,  233 
miles  of  canal,  and  the  improvement  of  five  rivers.  The 
probable  cost  would  not  have  fallen  short  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  system  of  course  must  be  aban- 
doned. The  governor  recommends  that  such  works  as 
are  near  completion  be  finished,  if  possible,  and  that  all 
action  bo  restricted  to  such,  including  only  those  works 
which  promise  to  yield  the  greatest  revenue. 

,Th e debt  of  Michigan  now  amounts  to  $6,260, 2S6. 

There  is  due  to  the  stale  from  1 he  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  and  from  the  U.  S.  hank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, about  two  millions  for  bonds  sold  10  those  institu- 
tions. 

The  following  paragraph  exhibits  a bad  condition  of 
the.  slate’s  financial  affairs: 

'1  he  semi-annual  interest  due  on  a portion  of  our  bonds, 
in  November  last,  as  well  as  the  interest  due  on  the  1st 
of  the  present  month,  the  late  administration  have  found 
it  impossible  to  meet,  and  the  accounts  then  due  conse- 
quently remain  unpaid.  The  want,  however,  of  present 
ability  to  pay  accruing  interest,  should  not  induce  us  to 
view  with  indifference  the  faith  of  the  state  that  lias  been 
pledged  for  both  interest  ami  principal.  Our  present  in- 
ability is  owing  to  a want  of  disposition  on  our  pari,  and 
it  should  be  our  constant  effort  to  remove  it.  The  annu- 
al interest  due  on  the  bonds  issued  by  the  state,  for  which 
n°  provision  is  made  by  existing  legislation,  is  about 
$350,060.  'Tiiis  amount  canno;  be  raised  by  direct  tax- 
ation from  the  people  in  addition  to  the  burdens  now  im- 
posed upon  them.  Indeed,  under  the  present  circum-  I 


stances  of  the  country,  little  or  no  more  can  be  raised 
from  that  source  than  will  be  required  to  defray  the  cur- 
rent and  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government.  If  an 
equitable  settlement  be  made  in  relation  to  the  five  million 
loan,  the  principal,  and  consequently  the  interest,  will  be 
greatly  lessened-  It  may  comport  with  your  views  to 
lessen  further,  or  wholly  to  cancel  our  indebtedness  by 
giving  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  relin- 
quished to  us  by  congress,  or  other  property  belonging  to 
the  state,  in  exchange  for  our  bonds,  in  the  event  an  ar- 
rangement to  that  effect  can  be  made.  The  entire  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  pubtie  debt  is  desirable,  and  its  pro- 
priety enforced  by  every  true  principle  of  political  econo- 
my. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  state  herself  failing  to 
meet  her  obligations,  and  labouring  under  the  pressure 
of  circumstances  whiclt  bear  upon  all,  the  governor  with 
that  peculiar  consistency  which  prevails  in  some  other 
quarters,  as  well  as  in  Michigan,  insists  upon  a compul- 
sory low  to  force  the  banks  of  the  state  to  resume  specie 
payments  forthwith.  Where  they  are  to  get  enough  to 
supply  circulation  specie,  or  how  they  are  to  keep  it,  the 
governor  does  not  say.  [Balt.  Amer. 

Mob  in  Cincinnati.  A disgraceful  and  lawless  pro- 
cedure occurred  at  Cincinnati  on  the  lltli  inst.  Some 
of  the  private  banking  establishments,  not  in  fair  repute 
perhaps,  became  gt lie  objects  of  assauit,  were  forcibly 
taken  possession  ot,  and  their  books,  papers,  notes  and 
fixtures  were  destroyed  and  thrown  into  the  streets. 
'There  were  some  ieeble  and  ineffectual  attempts  to  rally 
the  civil  authority  in  protection  of  the  laws.  A few  spi- 
rited individuals  did  their  duty,  but  the  mass  of  lire 
community  evidently  folded  their  arms  and  were  mere 
“lookers  on.”  'The  call  made  upon  the  city  government 
to  convene  and  assert  their  authority,  was  ineffectual. 
Some  of  tiie  firemen  attempted  to  arrest  the  proceeding, 
but  they  and  the  few  civil  officers  that  were  active,  were 
driven  off  by  the  mob.  The  Cincinnati  Bank  was  for- 
cibly entered  and  the  counters,  &c.  destroyed.  The 
inmates  had  escaped  with  the  valuables.  The  Miami 
Bank  was  next  assailed,  its  vaults  forced  and  the  hooks, 
notes.  &e.  strewed  in  the  streets, — $224,000,  of  which 
218,000  were  of  its  own  notes!!  were  in  the  vaults,  and 
$1,261  in  specie.  One  individual  with  $24,000  in  notes 
has  been  arrested.  Lougf.e’s  office  was  run  upon  all  day, 
but  paid  to  the  utmost.  The  Mechanics’  and  Traders 
Bank  was  threatened,  hut  escaped. 

Texas.  By  the  arrival  of  the  steam  packet  New 
York,  vve  have  received  our  tiles  ol  Texas  papers  to  the 
1st  inst.  'The  message  of  president  Houston  is  a docu- 
ment of  commendable  brevity.  He  begins  by  inform- 
ing congress  that  he  shall  present  to  them  tacts  and 
truth  in  their  simplest  dress,  and  that  there  is  little  cause 
for  any  felicitation.  The  foreign  relations  of  'Texas 
were  described  in  (lie  message  of  his  predecessor.  With 
the  United  Slates  a more  definite  and  specific  treaty  is 
needed.  Towards  Mexico  'Texas  stands  in  precisely 
the  same  altitude  she  didin  1836.  President  Houston 
recommends  non  interference  in  the  revolutions  of  that 
distracted  country,  and  a sort  of  armed  neutrality  to- 
wards the  people  of  Mexico. 

The  relations  of  the  Indian  tribes  are  far  from  satis- 
factory. Gen.  Houston  urges  the  establishment  of  trad- 
ing posts  along  the  western  border  of  Red  river,  pro- 
tected by  adequate  force,  and  thinks  this  would  serve  to 
conciliate  the  Indians  and  keep  them  quiet. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  is  deplorable.  The  na- 
tion is  not  only  without  money,  but  without  credit.  As 
a remedy  for  these  evils  the  message  proposes  a total 
suspension  of  the  redemption  ol  the  national  debt  until 
such  a time  as  the  government  can  redeem  in  good  faith 
such  as  ii  ought  to  redeem.  I:  further  recommends  the 
repeal  ot  the  law  authorising  the  assessment  of  double 
taxes,  the  reduction  of  the  direct  tax  one-half,  and  that 
all  taxes  be  received  either  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  paper 
of  unquestionable  value. 

'The  message  is  in  favor  of  a new  issue  of  paper — a 
pretty  expedient  truly  to  reluse  the  liquidation  of  one 
debt,  and  attempt  immediately  to  incur  another — for  the 
redemption  of  this  new  issue  of  $359,000,  it  is  proponed 
to  reserve  a million  of  acres  of  ground  known  as  the 
Cherokee  country.  A loan  of  tiiree  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  the  security  of  the  public  domain,  is  likewise 
suggested. 

'The  message  concludes  with  some  sensible  recom- 
mendations ol  retrenchment.  [N.  O.  Bee,  10//i. 

Tee  Pennsylvania  coal  trade.  A table  is  publish- 
ed in  the  Miners’ Journal  showing  the  quantity  of  anthra- 
cite coal  sent  to  market  from  the  different  regions  in 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  commencement  of  the  trade  in 
1820  to  1842,  together  with  the  annual  increase  and  con- 
sumption. In  the  year  1820,  there  were  only  305  tons  of 
anthracite  coal  sem  to  market,  which  was  shipped  from 
the  Lehigh  mines.  In  1330,  the  consumption  ol  anthra- 
cite eoal  amounted  to  150.000  tons.  In  1841,  including 
an  overstock  of  50,000  tons,  the  supply  of  anthracite  in 
market  was  1,006,566  tons,  independent  of  the  Wilkes- 
barre  coal,  whiclt  was  32.917  tons  for  1841.  The  table 
show  s that  there  has  been  a steady  increase  annually  in 
the  amount  of  coal  mined  and  consumed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  or  three  seasons.  Although  the  mining 
of  coal  for  shipment  in  the  Schuylkill  region  was  com- 
menced in  1925,  five  years  later  than  the  Lehigh,  there 
has  been  1,057,916  tons  more  sent  to  market  from  the 
Schuylkill  region  than  from  ail  the  oilier  anthracite  re- 
gions m the  state  combined. 

The  Jewels  of  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington 
lately  purloined  were  recovered  on  the  10th,  while  on 
their  transit  via  Baltimore  to  Richmond. 
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JE^The  communication  of  E.  L.  relative  to  the 
amount  of  importations  and  exportations  and  the 
theories  entertained  upon  the  subject  of  the  balance 
of  trade,  has  been  received  and  will  be  inserted. 

Congress.  Would  that  we  could  blot  out  forever 
most  of  the  proceedings  that  have  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  last 
few  days.  We  grow  sick  at  heart  in  contemplating 
the  scene  there  presented,  fully  persuaded  as  we  are, 
that  whatever  nation  allows  its  legislative  body  ha- 
bitually to  recur  to  a state  of  anarchy,  is  unquali- 
fied for  the  enjoyment  of  a permanent  republican  go- 
vernment. Our  task  however  is  imperative,  the  re- 
cord must  be  preserved,  if  it  be  but  to  furnish  an  ad-* 
monition  to  those  who  shall  succeed  the  present  ge- 
neration. Next  number  will  contain  a condensed  ac- 
count of  the  proceeding  to  which  we  allude.  . 


A RTIC^B 



By  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Britannia  at  Boston,' 
on  the  22d,  Liverpool  dates  to  the  dUi^ncFLondon  to 
the  3d  inst.  have  received.  * 

A Minister  Extraordinary— From  Great  >lfiiT- 

TAIN.  Vj 

One  of  the  most  important  items  of  intelM£encet>y 
this  arrival,  is  the  appointment  of  Lord  Ashburton 
as  a speeial  minister  to  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  negotiations  for  the  final  settle- 
ment of  all  difficulties  between  the  two  countries. — 
It  is  not  probable  that  the  position  of  Mr.  Fox  as  re- 
sident minister  here  will  be  in  tiie  least  affected  by 
the  arrival  of  this  new  diplomatist  from  the  British 
court.  This  appointment  cannot  be  regarded  other- 
wise, so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  all  that  lias  been 
published  upon  the  subject,  than  as  a proof  that  the 
present  British  ministry  are  desirous  of  terminating 
amicably  the  various  unpleasant  difficulties  at  present 
existing.  The  appointment  of  a gentleman  having, 
from  weighty  considerations,  every  conceivable  in- 
ducement to  preserve  peace  between  the  two  nations, 
interested  with  and  possessing  the  confidence  of  com- 
mercial men  every  where,  associated  with  us  by  fa- 
mily connections  and  having  large  landed  estates  here, 
cannot  but  be  regarded  as  a friendly  indication  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government.  His  identification 
with  the  great  bankers,  Baring  & Brothers,  has  fur- 
nished a pretext  to  the  panic  makers  to  surmise  that 
one  of  the  objects  of  his  appointment  is  to  demand  in 
some  form  a recognition  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, of  the  state  debts  owned  in  Europe.  That  one 
motive  of  Lord  Ashburton’s  visit  to  this  country  may 
be  to  look  after  the  deep  stake  which  Europeans  hare 
in  the  security  of  their  investments  in  Amarican 
stocks,  we  readily  admit  to  be  probable,  but  that  any 
of  them  seriously  contemplate  urging  the  interference 
of  the  general  government  in  the  premises,  we  do  not 
believe.  They  have  been  distinctly  apprized  of  the 
true  posture  of  their  adventures  in  our  funds,  and 
must  like  ourselves,  be  content  to  keep  the  responsi- 
bility where  it  was  when  they  contracted:  We  are 

prepared  in  all  sincerity  to  welcome  the  new  minis- 
ter as  the  harbinger  of  peace,  persuaded  that  he  is 
not  freighted  with  new  embarrassments. 
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GRE^T  BRITAIN. 

The  Great  Western  reached  Bristol  on  th,e  16th  of 
December,  having  made  the  voyage  in  thirteen  days. 
The  Roscius  an  the  15th,  after  a passage  of  eighteen 
days.  The  Caledonia  on  tiie  16th,  in  eleven  days  from 
Halifax.  The  Acadia  on  the  31st,  in  the  same  time. 

Parliament  to  meet  on  3d  February,  and  the  queen 
had  signified  her  purpose  of  opening  the  session  in 
person. 

Mr.  Everett,  the  American  minister  to  the  court  of 
London,  with  Mrs.  Everett  and  family,  arrived  in 
Upper  Grosvenor  street,  from  Paris,  December  13. 
On  Thursday,  Mr.  Everett  proceeded  to  Windsor  cas- 
tle, on  a visit  to  the  Queen,  and  on  tiie  following  day 
he  took  leave.  On  Wednesday,  the  22d,  he  paid  vis- 
its to  members  of  the  royal  family  in  London. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  East  Indies,  on  the 
American  system,  it  is  said  is  proceeding  most  satis- 
factorily. One  of  the  superintendents  says,  “It  only 
requires  the  means,  constant  application,  decision, 
industry,  and  perseverance,  to  make  this  beautiful  and 
productive  country  the  largest  producer  of  cotton  in 
the  world.” 

European  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade. — A treaty  was  signed  in  London,  Dec. 
*80,  -by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Count  St.  Aulaire  on  the  part  of  France, 
Baron^?chlenitz  on  the  part  of  Austria,  Baron  Koh- 
ler on  the  part  of  Prussia,  and  Baron  Brunow  on  the 
part  of  Russia,  for  the  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade, 


aw 

Mjmey 


pipftcy,  and  the  right  of  searcii  for  the  detection  of 
violations  of  the  treaty  stipulated  in  the  most  exten- 
sive sense.  A similar  compact  had  been  previously 
entered  into  between  Great  Britain  and  some  of  the 
minor  powers. 

Liberals  of  the  city  of  Dublin  have  determin- 
bring  forward  lord  Morpeth  as  a candidate  for 
that  city,  in  tiie  place  of  the  late  amiable  and  lament- 
ed conservative  member,  Mr.  West,  who  died  last 
week,  after  a very  short  illnass. 

The  message  of  president  Tyler  had  been  received 
and  read  with  mush  interest  and  satisfaction.  Its 
pacific  tone  caused  an  immediate  rise  in  the  funds. 

The  Exchequer  Bill  Fraud. — The  final  and  re- 
vised statement  of  E.  B.  Smith  to  the  treasury  is  to 
the  following  effect: 

“That  he  was  introduco.l  so  long  back  as  1820  to 
Rapalio,  Solari,  and  one  or  two  of  their  associates. 
That  soon  after,  becoming  entangled  in  accommoda- 
tion bills,  he  was  tempted  to  ‘borrow’  an  exchequer 
bill  of  <£1,090.  in  order  to  raise  money  to  meet  his 
acceptances. 

“That  a speculation  was  entered  into  by  Rapalio 
and  his  friends,  which,  if  successful,  was  to  have  ex- 
tricated all  parties  from  their  difficulties.  But  it 
proved  most  unfortunate,  and  plunged  them  into  in- 
creased perplexity  and  trouble. 

“That  apparently  it  lay  in  his  power  at  any  time  to 
secrete  and  misapply  almost  any  number  of  bills, 
wanting  only  the  signature,  and  by  a simple  forgery 
to  turn  them  into  good  and  vaiid  exchequer  bills. 

“That  no  person  of  rank  or  public  character,  what- 
ever, was  in  any  way  mixed  up  in  the  transaction;  the 
parties  being  himself,  Solari,  Rapalio,  and  another  in- 
dividual, whose  office  was  in  Bassinghall  street,  at 
which  place  they  used  to  meet  and  concert  their  plans. 

“He  believes  the  total  amount  fabricated  to  be 
about  -£340,000;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  a sum  of 
<£40  000  is  or  is  not  included  in  this  total. 

“He  still  maintains  that  this  whole  amount  has 
been  wasted,  from  time  to  time,  in  gambling  transac- 
tions on  the  stock  exchange.” 

Dreadful  Railroad  Accident. — On  the  24th  ul- 
timo a train  of  freight  cars  on  the  Great  Western  rail- 
way was  suddenly  arrested  by  coming  in  contact  with 
a mass  of  the  embankment,  that  had  fallen  upon  the 
rails  at  the  deep  cutting  called  tiie  gullet.  A fright- 
ful scene  occurred.  The  engine,  tender,  and  cars 
were  dashed  to  atoms.  Eight  passengers  were  in- 
stantly killed,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  very  seriously, 
some  of  them  mortally,  wounded.  They  were  mostly 
industrious  laborers  and  mechanics, 

From  the  Adorning  Chronicle. 

Special  mission  to  tiie  United  States Lord 

Ashburton’s  appointment  iias  been  favorably  received 


and  manufac- 
. But  a satis- 
ces  with  this 
necessary,  as 
welfare  of  the 


in  commercial  circles,  and  given  a tone  of  confidence 
to  the  holders  of  state  stocks.  His  lordship’s  ap- 
pointment wiii  be  acceptable  to  the  Americans,  as  the 
Messrs.  Barings  have  been  for  many  years  most  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  American  affairs,  and,  in  fact, 
the  agents  of  the  American  government  in  monetary 
operations.  His  lordship  is  besides  a citizen  of  the 
great  republic,  and  one  of  the  largest  landed  proprie- 
tors, too,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  His  talents 
as  a man  of  business  are  well  known.  He  is  one  of 
the  largest  householders  in  the  United  States,  and 
lady  Ashburton  (late  Miss  Bingham)  is  an  American 
by  birth.  Weil  versed  in  tiie  history  and  value  of 
state  bonds,  and  of  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  Ame- 
rican constitution,  he  will  be  able  to  press  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Americans  the  necessity  of  punctual 
provision  for  the  public  engagements.  The  Ameri- 
cans themselves  are  the  gr^test  sufferers  by  tiie  dis- 
tress with  which  their  securities  are  looked  upon,  for 
Uiey  are  thereby  depriveiLMone  of  their  principal 
means  of  supporting  theii^murprosperity,  and,  until 
their  credit  be  restorec 
tures  must  be  in  a depress' 
factory  arrangement  of  tl 
country  is,  in  the  first  place, 
a prelude  to  the  future  happiness  a? 
union;  and  this  important  object,  we  trust,  will  now 
be  accomplished. 

From  the  Times. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  announce  that  tiie 
right  hon.  Lord  Ashburton,  at  the  request  of  her 
majesty’s  government,  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  U. 
States  on  a special  mission,  with  the  object  of  set- 
tling all  existing  differences  between  that  country 
and  our  own.  His  lordship,  who  will  sail  in  a few 
weeks,  had  been  asked  to  undertake  this  service  ami 
had  consented  to  do  so,  before  the  president's  mes- 
sage had  been  received,  so  that  the  mission  in  ques- 
tion, whatever  be  its  character  or  results,  has  been 
had  recourse  to  wholly  irrespective  of  anything  con- 
tained or  omitted  in  that  document.  The  step  itself, 
we  think,  is  a wise  one,  inasmuch  as  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  elements  of  irritation  contingent  udoii 
further  delay  might  eventually  render  an  amicable 
adjustment  unattainable,  and  involve  both  countries 
in  ail  the  horrors  cl'  war. 

Two  things  are  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  special  mission:  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  conservative  government,  instead  of  imitat- 
ing the  whigs  in  prosecuting  a series  of  speculative 
political  experiments  are  steadily  addressing  them- 
selves to  tiie  repair  of  such  practical  evils  as,  by  en- 
gendering a want  of  mercantile  confidence,  operate 
injuriously  upon  British  commerce;  and,  secondly 
that  Sir  It.  Peel’s  ministry  is  intent,  by  aii  practica- 
ble means,  upon  maintaining  the  blessings  of  peace. 

Neither  must  it  be  supposed  that  Lord  Ashburton's 
mission  necessarily  implies  any  deficiency  in  the  in- 
structions or  powers  of  the  American  minister  at 
her  majesty’s  court.  Those  instructions  and  pow- 
ers, we  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  are  of  a plenary 
order;  while,  from  a known  discretion  and  ability  of 
Mr.  Everett,  as  well  as  from  tiie  very  short  period 
during  which  his  excellency  lias  been  in  this" coun- 
try, the  presumption  is,  that,  for  various  satisfactory 
reasons,  it  has  appeared  that  the  disputed  points  be- 
tween America  and  ourselves  had  better  be  entirely 
committed  to  Lord  Ashburton  and  the  Washington 
cabinet.  The  appointment  of  a special  ambassador 
from  this  country  is,  of  itself,  a piece  of  marked  re- 
spect to  the  United  States  government,  which  can 
hardly  faii  of  being  duly  appreciated,  and  of  paving 
the  way  for  an  amicable  negotiation.  The  selection 
of  Lord  Ashburton  for  this  delicate  mission  seems  to 
us,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  deserving  of  commenda- 
tion. His  lordship  is,  by  universal  acknowledgment 
the  prince  of  British  merchants. 

FRANCE. 

The  ministry  have  triumphed  largely  in  the  house 
of  deputies,  M.  Sauzet  being  elected  president  by 
129  over  M.  Lamartine,  and  of  84  over  bcthM. 
Lamartine  and  M.  Odillon  Barrot. 

An  ordonnance  had  been  published,  accompanied 
by  a report  from  marshal  Soult,  reducing  the  French 
army  one  company  in  each  batallion,  or  from  433,000 
to  344,000  men,  and  15,000  horses,  by  whicli  a sav- 
ing wiii  be,  made  of  30,000,000  francs  per  annum. 

The  whole  of  the  persons  accused  of  having  taken 
part  in  the  attempt  to  assassinate  the  royal  duke  a 
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well  as  those,  charged  with  being  concerned  in  the 
complot  in  which  the  attempt  is  said  to  have  origi- 
nated, have  been  found  guiity,  with  the  exception  of 
Prioul. 

Quenisset,  the  principal,  Colombier,  the  owner  of 
the  wine'  shop,  and  Just  Brazier  are  condemned  to 
death.  Dufour,  having  no  doubt  confessed,  is  sen- 
tenced to  deportation  for  life,  with  Augustus  Petit  and 
Jarrasse.  Boggio  and  Mallet  are  sentenced  to  fif- 
teen years  detention',  Launois  and  Boucheron  to  ten 
years.  Dupoty  is  condemned  to  five  years  detention, 
and  Bazin  undergoes  the  same  sentence.  Bouzet, 
Considere,  Martin,  Fougeray,  ard  Prioul  are  acquit- 
ted. It  is  understood  that  the  life  of  Quenisset  will 
be  spared, 

The  conviction  of  Dupoty  was  considered  as  a vio- 
lent attack  upon  the  freedom  of  the  press. 

The  king  of  the  French  opened  the  session  of  the 
chambers  on  the  27th  ult.  with  the  following  speech 
from  the  throne: 

“Gentlemen  peers  and  deputies:  Since  the  close  of 

your  last  session,  the  questions  which  excited  in  the 
east  our  just  solicitude  have  just  reached  their  term. 
I have  concluded  with  the  emperor  of  . Austria,  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  a convention  w hich  concentrates  the 
common  intention  of  the  powers  to  maintain  the 
peace  of  Europe  and  consolidate  the  repose  of  the  Ot- 
toman empire. 

“The  great  burcLatei»»posed  upon  the  country  have 
already  experienced  con^erable  reductions.  It  would 
have  been  my  1 i vtj^vy  ii art  hat,  a balance  should  have 
been  immediatqj^es  lavished  betwen  the  expendi- 
tures and  resumes  of  the  stale.  This  is  the  result 
which  we  miAt»*DW  prepare,  and  you  will  achieve 
without  weakening  our  military  organization,  and 
without  deferring  the  execution  of  those  works  which 
are  to  increase  the  national  prosperity. 

“A  project  of  a law  will  be  presented  to  you  for 
constructing  the  principal  lines  of  a great  system  of 
rail  roads,  calculated  to  ensure  those  rapid  and  easy 
communications  with  ail  parts  of  our  territory  which 
will  prove  a source  of  force  and  riches  to  the  na.lion. 

“lam  endeavoring,  at  the  same  time,  by  negotia- 
tions prudently  conducted,  to  extend  our  commercial 
relations,  and  open  new  markets  for  the  productions 
of  our  soil  and  of  our  arts. 

“Such  labors  honor  peace,  and  render  it  stable  and 
fruitful  at  the  same  time.  I have  reason  to  reckon 
that  it  will  not  be  disturbed,  receiving  from  all  the 
powers  the  most  amicable  assurance's. 

“I  have  taken  measures  to  prevent  any  external 
complication  from  disturbing  the  security  of  our  Af- 
rican possessions.  Our  brave  soldiers  are  pursuing 
on  that  land,  henceforth  and  forever  French,  the 
course  of  their  noble  labors,  in  which  1 am  happy 
that  my  sons  have  had  the  honor  of  concurring.  Our 
perseverance  shall  complete  the  work  undertaken  by 
our  courageous  army,  and  France  will  introduce  into 
Algeria  her  civilization  as  the  consequence  of  her 
glory. 

“The  financial  laws,  and  others  having  for  their  ob- 
ject to  introduce  useful  improvements  in  the  public 
administration,  will  be  presented  to  you  immediately. 

“Whatever  may  be  the  burdens  of  our  situation, 
France  would  support  them  without  difficulty  if  fac- 
tion did  not  unceasingly  obstruct  the  course  of  her 
powerful  activity.  I will  not  dwell  upon  the  intrigues 
and  crimes  of  the  factious,  but  let  us  not  forget  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  is  that  which  debars  our  country  from 
fully  enjoying  all  the  blessings  which  Providence  has 
conferred  upon  it,  and  which  retards  the  develop- 
ment of  that  legal  and  pacific  liberty  which  France 
has  at  last  achieved,  and  of  which  1 make  it  my  glory 
to  ensure  her  the  possession. 

“We  shall  follow  up  the  task,  gentlemen.  My  go- 
vernment will  do  its  duty.  It  will  maintain  every 
where  and  constantly  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and 
cause  them  to  be  respected,  as  it  will  respect  them 
itself.  Tour  loyal  support  will  aid  me.  In  enlighten- 
ing the  country  with  persevering  sincerity  with  re- 
gard to  its  true  interest,  we  shall  strengthen  by  its 
support.-and  by  our  union  keep  entire,  the  sacred  de- 
posite  of  order  and  public  liberties  which  the  charter 
has  confided  to  us.  Future  generations  will  reap  (he 
fruit  of  our  endeavors,  and  the  gratitude  of  our  country 
will  be  tur  recompense.” 

SPAIN. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  from  Madrid.  By 
a decree,  the  regent  had  suppressed  the  w hole  ca- 
valry of  the  royal  guard,  the. officers  of  which  all  be- 
longed to  noble  families.  These  corps  are  to  be  re- 
placed by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  of  ca- 
valry, to  which  very  significant  names  had  been  given; 
the  first  were  called  the  regiments  of  the  constitution 
and  F.spana,  and  the  others  of  Sagunlo  and  Pavia.  It 
had  been  resolved  that,  hereafter,  the  guard  of  the 
palace  should  be  entrusted  in  turn  to  the  different 
corps  of  the  garrison. 


The  cortes  of  Spain  were  opened  with  great  pomp  been  carried  out  to  sea,  were  compelled  to  commence 
at  Madrid  on  the  26th  December.  The  young  queen  a disastrous  re.treat  through  a country  consisting  en- 
and  regent  were  present — the  queen  sealed  on  the  tirely  of  mountain,  forest,  and  defile, 
throne,  the  regent  on  the  right  a degree  lower.  The  With  the  exception  of  two  thousand,  who  escaped 
president  of  the  council  handed  the  speech  to  the  to  Anapa,  the  whole  of  thirty  thousand  w ere  killed 
queen,  which  she  passed  to  the  regent,  who  read  it.  or  made  prisoners;  such  are  the  accounts  received 
It  is  much  taken  up  with  local  questions,  the  state  of  from  Trebizond.  Further  details  of  this  tremen- 
the  roads  and  bridges — of  the  means  of  education — of  dons  disaster  of  the  Russians  arc  eagerly  expected, 
the  proposed  law  for  abolishing  the  fueros  of  the  ! TURKEY  AND  THE  E\ST 

Basque  provinces— for  reforming  the  judiciary  and  i By  (he  Levant  mail,  we  have  advices  front  Con- 
rendering  judges  independent.  But  it  is  a remarka-  ' stantinople  to  the  27th.  Alexandria  to  the  25th, 
ble  speech  from  a Spanish  throne.  As  to  European  , Smyrna  to  the  29th,  and  Athens  to  the  30th  Nov. 
nations,  it  speaks  of  the  relations  with  all  as  friendly,  i q’|,e  armaments  continue  at  the  Porte  without  any 
There,  is  no  specific  allusion  to  the  United  States.  rational  cause  being  assigned  for  such  demoustr.i- 
freaties  have  been  made  with  the  republic  of  Equa-  : tions.'  Jealousy  of  Greek  intrigue,  and  a vague  ap-, 
dor,  Uraguay  and  Chili,  and  with  the  other  republics  prehension  of  the  future,  appear  to  be  the  only  mo- 
not  yet  recognised  the  same  conduct  will  be  adopted,  jjves  for  the  sultan  indulging  in  so  much  unnecessa- 
Apartments  were  preparing  for  the  reception  of : ry  expense.  Kosrew  Pasha  is  living  in  a retired 
the  infante  Don  Francisco  and  his  family.  ! manner,  and  apparently  is  not  desirous  of  again  en- 

It  was  expected  thut  the  municipal  elections  both  terino-  into  the  councils  of  the  Pone 
in  Madrid  and  in  the  provinces  would  be  carried  by  g,e?im  Pasha,  with  an  army  of  3,000  men,  has 
the  democratical  party.  _ I forcibly  pacified  the  Maronites  ol' Lebanon:  but  the 

The  ministry  had  prepared  a municipal  bill,  which  | Druses  retired  into  the  mountains  and  defied  him. 
was  said  to  be  extremely  liberal,  and  no  doubt  was  , The  chief  features  of  the  advices  brought  by  the 
entertained  that  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  j Levant  mail  were  the  change  of, ministry  at  Constan- 
cortes.  Several  other  bills,  equally  important,  were  tinople  and  the  appointment  of  Izzet  Mehcmet  pasha 
he  point  of  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  ca—  i,n  a-i-anr!  vizier  in  succpssii 


also  on  the  point 
binet;  and  among  them  was  one  relative  to  the  cot- 
tons of  Catalonian  manufacture,  and  another  regulat- 
ing the  corn  trade. 

AUSTRIA. 

The  French  journals  contain  a letter  from  Vienna 
stating  that  the  commercial  and  financial  crisis 


to  be  grand  vizier  in  succession  to  Racuff  pasha. — 
Accounts  from  Athens  had  reached  Malta,  announc- 
ing that  the  king  of  Greece  had  declined  the  media- 
tion of  the  three  powers  to  whom  the  porte  had  ad- 
dressed complaints,  declaring  himself  the  head  of  an 
independent  state.  It  was  rumored  that  the  Turkish 
fleet  would  direct  its  course  towards  Greece  in  a few 


1 


having  compelled  the  undertakers  of  rail  roads  to  j g£yS 

inform  government  that  they  must  either  suspend  or  ^ 7 , n., 

i , i 4l  a v J he  Journal  ot  Smyrna  oi  the  9th  ult.  announces,  un- 
delay their  labors,  the  Austrian  cabinet,  which  air  i ■ ^ . ,,  , ..  ’ 

laches  the  highest  importance  to  the  termination  6*  ?e,r  da*6  ^rlut  ‘he,lst’  iat  'he  e?e3et,f  measi!rfs 
the  rail  road  between  Trieste  and  the  Danube,  hh^?ke^  A^T^1^,  au,lh^,t!es_ ,lad  R“La2  anlto 
come  to  the  decision  to  aid  the  contractor*  A dis- 


arming has  consequently  been  ordered  on  a great 
scale.  Thirty  thousand  horses  are  immediately  lobe 
disposed  of,  and  the  sums  arising  from  this  sale,  and 
from  others  connected  with  the  disarming,  ar^o  be 
exclusively  applied  to  public  works,  but  esp^ally 
to  rail  roads. 

ALGIERS. 

Algerie,  it  is  said,  is  to  be  constituted  a vice-royal- 
ty, and  the  duke  de  Nemours  to  be  made  vice-roy. 

The  French  minister  of  war  has  received  from 
general  Bngeaud  a despatch,  dated  Algiers, 
her  6,  containing  the  intelligence  that  seven  t^fcs  onT' 
the  banks  of  the  Tafna  have  been  sent  to  the  nWbth 
of  that  river  to  convey  their  chiefs  to  Oran.  This 
news  was  announced  to  the  governor  general  in  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Tempourre,  commandant  of 
Oran,  who,  with  General  Mustapha  and  one  hundred 


the  calamities  with  which  Syria  was  visited  during  l 
; the  last  two  months.  Reschid  pasha,  at  the  head  of 
a strong  Ottoman  force,  had  arrived  at  Zable,  in  time  j 
to  ptfivent  the  victorious  Christians  from  resorting  to  ; 
cr^fcpprisals  against  the  Druses,  and  to  repress  all 
fin^wr  hostile  movements*on  either  side. 

Troops ^ant  from  Damascus  replaced  in  that  posi-  | 
tion  those  commanded  by  Rescind  pasha,  part  of  1 
which  occupied  Deirel-Kamar,  and  the  rest  returned 
to  Beyrout.  The  pasha  of  Damascus  succeeded  in  c 
saving  the  Christians,  of  that  Wy  fj-om  the  fury  of  the_l 
usiailman  population.  Detachments  of  troops  pa-V 
_ ,d  the  streets  day  and  night,  and  maintained  pub-  1 
tranquillity. 

Several  Mussulmen,  convicted  of  having  burnt  two  •] 
Greek  churches,  had  been  sentencerl  to  the  galleys,  " 
and  to  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  their  reconstruc-  u 
tion.  The  Greek  patriarch  having  interceded  in  fa- 


vian.  v.  jiu,  vv  ini  vionctai  uiubid  utia  auu  iiunuiou  i />.,  rr  i iiia*  i 

native  cavalry,  had  gone  to  meet  these  new  allies  at  J.01, 0 ,e  ?n  er:>;  ia  0 

N’  . „ . first  nan  nl  tn o spnrpnpp  ( In  th< 


a remission  of  the 


a distance  of  twelve  leagues  from  that  town. 

Colonel  Tempourre,  had  also  sent  word  that  Ben 
Hammed!,  Abd-el-Kader’s  kalifa  at  Tiemcen,  had 
been  completely  defeated  by  Ali  Yamani,  who  is 
allied  to  the  French,  and  had  been  forced  to  retire 
towards  the  frontier  of  Morocco  with  only  250  horse- 
men; that  this  regular  battalion  had  been  so  much 
dispersed  that  the  men  had  disbanded  and  retired  to 
their  homes;  that  all  his  baggage  had  been  pillaged, 
as  had  also  been  the  town  of  Tiemcen,  by  the  Arabs, 
and  (hat  this  place  had  been  completely  evacuated 
by  Abd-el-Kader’s  adherents.  General  Bugeaud  I '’ul  ]T1'  , c 

had  sent  word  from  Mascara  that  the  Beni  Orcloaf  a‘10  er  'esse  0 wa,> 
and  the  Beni  Zerouet,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Chelif,  near  its  mouth,  were  in  open  revolt  against 
the  Emir. 

General  Changarnier  had  made  another  sortie 
from  Blidah  into  the  Atlas,  and  had  brought  in  some 
prisoners  and  cattle.  All  the  Sahel,  or  hilly  coun- 
try between  Algiers  and  the  Metidja,  was  perfectly 
tranquil — natives  continued  to  come  over  to  the 
French  in  Algiers,  and  some  had  reported  that  Ben 


first  part  of  the  sentence.  On  the  23d  November,  an 
English  war  steamer  reached  from  Malta,  with  orders 
for  the  British  to  evacuate  Syria.  All  the  officers, 
detached  here  and  there  throughout  the  country,  had 
in  consequence  been  immediately  recalled. 

The  park  of  artillery  landed  from  the  fleet,  and  the 


rest  of  the  materiel  was  already  partly  re-embarked,  1 


and  the  final  evacuation  was  to  take  place  on  the  4th 
The  English  station  before  Beyrout  was  to  consist  of 
only  two  steamers  and  a frigate.  The  French  had  a 
brig  and  a corvette  on  the  coast,  and  the  Austrians  a 
corvette.  The  latter,  however,  were  expecting 
with  M.de  Adclbourg,  new 
consul  general  of  Austria  in  Beyrout,  on  board. 

From  Egypt  we  learn  that  the  new  tariff  of  duties 
has  been  put  in  force  in  Cairo,  which  authorises  the 
exaction  of  9 per  cent,  interior  duty  on  exp  i ts,  and 
2 per  cent,  interior  duty  on  imports,  whilst  an  addi- 
tional 3 per  cent,  import  and  export  duty  must  be 
paid  at  Alexandria. 

“The  cotton  crop  of  last  year,”  says  a correspon- 
dent, “has  been  very  small  in  consequence  of  the 


o i.  , 1 . 7 ° ’■  a r i a i o 'tv’  c p i-r  c great  devastation  of  the  Nile,  and  it  is  expected  that 

balem  had  been  again  defeated  by  Ben  Diaf,  ka  i a of  T,  . „ ,,  . , 1 , , . 

, „ . . ® ’ ...  that  nl  tine  vpar  \ri  not  np  much  mnrp.  nhnnrlnnt.. 


El  Mokrani,  who  is  the  chief  the  Medjana,  and  alli- 
ed to  the  French.  Lieutenant  Peile  had  returned  to 
Algiers  from  a razzia  among  the  tribes  of  the  east. 
He  had  brought  in  S00  sheep  and  1,800  cattle,  and 
had  killed  20  Kabyles. 

RUSSIA  AND  CIRCASSIA. 

Intelligence  had  been  received  at  Constantinople, 
by  way  of  Trebizond,  of  a victory  gained  by  ttie 
Circassians  over  the  Russians;  the  most  signal  and 
decisive,  it  is  said,  that  lias  occurred  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war. 

A large  expedition,  consisting  of  thirty  thousand 
men,  had  been  disembarked  on  the  coast,  with  a 
view  of  destroying  the  grain,  which  had  been  col- 
lected by  the  Circassians  after  the  harvest,  when  a 
storm  having  suddenly  risen  drove  the  ships  from 
their  anchorage. 

The  Circassians,  availing  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, assailed  them  fiercely  on  every  side,  and  the 
Russians,  separated  from  their  stores,  which  ’ J 


had 


that  of  this  year  will  not  be  much  more  abundant, 
owing  to  the  same  cause.  Of  73,640  bales  exported 
last  year,  20,830  bales  have  gone  to  Liverpool,  35,421 
to  Marseilles,  and  16,389  lo  Trieste;  and  there  only 
now  remain  in  store  about  1,500  bales  more.  Only  a 
few  bales  of  the  new  cotton  have  yet  arrived  in  Alex- 
andria.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  Trade  op  the  Lakes.  The  Buffalo  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  of  the  20th  repeals  the  request  that  we 
will  do  justice  to  the  statements  they  have  made  with 
a view  of  correcting  the  errors  which  they  attribute 
to  General  Tali.madge,  but  which  as  is  shown  in  the 


communication  which  we  insert  below  from  the  gen- 


tleman, ought  to  be  attributed,  if  they  exist,  not  to 
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General  Tallmadge,  but  to  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  late  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  from  whose  official  report  to 
congress  Mr.  Tallmadge  derived  the  statements  Which 
are  objected  to  as  erroneous. 

In  the  Register  of  the  1 5th  inst.  the  first  one  pub- 
lished after  receiving  the  Buffalo  paper  containing 
their  statements  and  remarks  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, we  inserted  the  article  from  that  paper  almost 
entiie,  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  truth.  What- 
ever and  wherever  truth  be,  to  that  our  allegiance 
is  first  due,  and  so  far  as  is  in  our  power  that  obliga- 
tion shall  be  fulfilled.  Our  publication  has  had  the 
desired  effect,  by  calling  forth  the  explanation  which 
follows  from  General  Tallmadge,  but  which,  as  it  re- 
lates also  to  another  and  more  general  topic  of  inter- 
est, we  place  under  the  caption  of 
Foreigners  availing  of  our  Frf.e  Trade  system 

TO  MONOPOLIZE  ALL  TRADE. 

New  York,  January  19th,  1842. 

To  the  editor  of  "Niles'  National  Register." 

Sir  : The  agent  for  your  Register,  a few  days  since, 
showed  to  me  the  paper  of  January  15,  containing 
your  remarks  with  extracts  from  the  Buffalo  Commer- 
cial Advertiser,  of  29th  ult.,  in  relation  to  the  address 
delivered  by  me  at  the  American  Institute,  in  Octo- 
ber last.  The  extract  from  the  Buffalo  Advertiser, 
says — “general  Tallmadge  makes  the  following  state- 
ment, professing  to  be  derived  from  the  documents 
sent  to  congress  second  March,  1841 — showing  the 
tonnage  and  vessels  which  entered  the  United  States 
in  1840.” 

“The  commerce  and  navigation  on  the  western 
lakes  exhibit  a case  yet  more  extraordinary: 

Kake  Ontario. 

American, 

British, 

Lake  Erie. 

Detroit — American 
“ British, 

Buffalo,  Cleveland  and  other  places  seem  to  be  omit- 
ted, and  the  tables  are  too  imperfect  to  stale  the  com- 
merce of  the  Upper  Lakes.” 

Your  extract  continues ; “the  figures  here  given 
for  number  of  vessels,  must  of  course  be  intended  for 
entrances. 

“Now  what  does  this  statement  mean  ? Is  it  pre- 
tended, in  the  face  and  eyes  of  facts,  that  the  com- 
merce of  Lake  Eric,  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  British  and  carried  on  in  British  vessels  ? The 
reverse  of  this  is  known  to  be  the  case  by  every  man 
of  common  intelligence,  who  lias  ev;er  heard  of  the 
commercial  transactions  of  our  western  waters  ! ! ” — 
This  is  very  true,  and  therefore,  general  Tallmadge, 
declared  the  tables,  besides  the  omission  of  Buffalo, 
Cleveland  and  other  places,  to  be  too  imperfect  to 
state  the  commerce  of  the  Upper  Lakes. 

Your  extract  continues  “to  show  the  glaring  error 
of  general  Tullmadge's  statement  with  regard  to  the 
business  of  Detroit,  we  give  the  amount  of  tonnage, 
registered  at  Detroit,  for  the  year  1839 — all  Ameri- 
can vessels — derived  from  an  official  source.  There 
were  22  steamboats,  3G  schooners,  8 sloops,  1 brig 
and  1 ship,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  7,472  tons. 
The  return  of  1840  must  shew  an  increase  of  this  ro- 
sult.  So  much  for  the  “7”  entrances  of  American 
vessels,  with  the  grand  total  of  “593”  tons  produced 
by  their  aggregated  business ! ” 

Was  there  ever,  such  an  unworthy  perversion  of 
an  address,  giving  a table  from  a public  document, 
sent  to  congress  2nd  March,  1841  ? The  omission  of 
Buffalo  and  other  places  pointed  out,  and  the  table 
declared  to  be  too  imperfect  to  state  the  commerce 
of  the  Upper  Lakes.  Yet  your  extract  has  the  assu- 
rance to  call  it  “ general  Tallmadge's  statement ;”  and 
speaks  the  same  strain  of  his  “ glaring  errors;"  in  his 
desire  to  make  out  liis  case." 

This  bold  denial,  is  evidently  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  table,  2nd  March  1841.  It  is  now  before 
me.  It  was  read  at  the  public  meeting,  and  it  now 
is  to  be  read;  page  273  of  Mr.  Woodbury’s  report 
from  1840,  as  follows: 


Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

599 

63,517 

1,011 

215,080 

, 7 

593 

155 

12,000 

Detroi  t — AT  i chigai  i , 
1840. 

Entered — American, 
“ Foreign, 
Cleared — American, 
Foreign, 


No.  Vessels.  Tonnage. 


7 

152 

08 

119 


593 

12,310 

4,786 

6,370 


In  a like  table  of  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  for 
1839 — page  278 — 280.  It  is  stated 
Detudt — American,  No.  43.  Tonnage,  2,206 

Foreign,  “ 39,  “ 2,462 

In  the  same  table  is  the  following — 

Ne id  York — American,  1579 
Cape  Vincent,  “ 1889 — the  same  Cape  Vin- 
cent is  stated  1840  “ 551.  It  will  be  difficult 


to  gain  credence,  for  public  tables  containing  such 
seeming  discrepances,  and  representing  the  village  of 
Cape  Vincent  as  having  entered  in  1839  more  vessels 
than  New  York,  and  mere  than  double  the  number  of 
Boston.  So  too,  the  tables  1840  of  “entrances”  and 
“clearances”  omit  certain  known  “districts”- — Buffalo 
creek  in  particular,  or  any  other  districts  on  Lake 
Erie,  within  the  state  of  New  York.  These  and  sev- 
eral other  like  circumstances,  induced  a belief  that 
errors  had  crept  into  some  of  the  tables,  and  they 
were  not  to  be  relied  upon  a-  an  accurate  statement 
of  the  commerce  of  the  lakes;  especially  as  they  set 
; down  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  and  the  Atlantic  ci- 
ties to  the  “British  American  colonies”  as  much  less 
than  the  apparent  and  believed  amount  and  shipments 
1 of  American  produce  to  Canada  alone. 

The  object  and  the  inquiry  is  after  correct  informa- 
1 tion.  The  tables  do  not  purport  to  give  the  coasting 
trade;  but  only  to  set  down  the  coasting  tonnage. — 

1 Perhaps  all  may  be  correct,  and  “all  discord,  be  har- 
I mony,  rightly  understood.”  But  the  local  press  would 
oblige  the  public  to  give  statistics  of  both  the  foreign 
and  coasting  trade. 

The  .American  Institute,  has  long  been  desirous  to 
obtain  correct  tables  of  commerce  and  especially  of 
the  western  lakes.  About  a year  ago,  at  the  instance 
of  one  of  its  members,  a request  was  made,  through 
“the  Times  and  Star"  newspaper,  asking  the  western 
press  to  collect  and  give  the  statistics  of  the  lakes;  and 
suggesting  as  a reason  the  supposed  imperfections  of 
the  public  tables.  It  is  only  when  objections  are 
urged  against  American  produce,  being  diverted  to 
British  channels,  to  aggrandize  a rival  power,  that 
certain  presses  in  America  can  be  aroused  into  action, 
and  then  in  active  vituperation. 

The  published  address  professes  to  be  “a  summa- 
ry report,”  and  certainly  is  known  to  a very  nume- 
rous audience  to  be  only  about  one-third  of  the  spok- 
en address.  Yet  the  report  sufficiently,  and  distinct- 
ly states  the  supposed  imperfections  of  the  secreta- 
ry’s tables;  and  then  proceeds  in  nearly  two  pages  to  j 
conjecture  Ihe  amount,  of  (he  diverted  trade,  from  | 
circumstances;  from  hearsay;  from  public  rumor;  j 
from  mercantile  letters;  from  the  alleged  sudden  rise  ; 
of  tolls  on  the  Welland  canal  from  <£12  to  <£50,000  ! 
— and  all  confirmed  by  a corresponding  decrease  of 
the  tonnage  and  tolls  of  the  New  York  canals.  All 
this  is  withheld,  by  the  paper  from  which  you  “ex- 
tracted;” while  it  seizes  upon  one  of  the  conjec- 
tures; as  to  the  Welland  canal,  and  says  it  is  not 
well  founded.  If  either,  or  all  of  the  circumstances 
or  conjectures  above  suggested  are  found  incorrect, 
it  may  vary  the  proportion,  but  will  not  effect  the 
principle  urged:  the  diverted  trade. 

Mark  the  following;  stated  from  the  table  of  the 
New  York  canals — and  which  is  omitted  in  the  re- 
ported address. 

1835  Freight.  Tons.  753,191  Tolls.  §1,548,986 

1836  “ “ 696,347  “ 1,614,336 

1837  “ “ 611,787  “ 1,292,623 

This  decrease  of  freight  and  tolls,  followed  the 

loss  of  our  West  India  trade,  under  our  diplomatic 
agreement.  British  regulations  to  cherish  her  car- 
rying trade,  at  the  same  time  began,  to  divert  Ame- 
rican produce  by  the  Canadas  and  the  Welland  ca- 
nal; and  notwithstanding  the  opening  of  other  com- 
munications into  the  lakes,  and  the  new  settlements 
and  greatly  increasing  productions  and  commerce  of 
the  west,  the  freight  on  the  New  York  canal  had 
not  regained  in  1840  the  amount  from  which  it  fell 
in  1835. 

To  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  lake  trade,  it 
must  be  rememoered,  they  extend  in  land,  more  than 
2,000  miles;  and  into  vallies  and  a country  unequal- 
led in  fertility;  and  presenting  a sea  coast  upon  the 
American  side  of  the  lakes,  nearly  equal  in  extent 
to  that  upon  the  Atlantic.  It  is  known,  the  Welland 
canal  claims  more  than  a moiety  of  the  produce 
which  once  floats  on  the  lakes.  One  of  the  topogra-  j 
phical  engineers,  in  a report  April  20,  1841,  states  I 
the  wheat  imported  from  American  ports  as  2,310.000  ! 
bushels:  and  he  adds,  “indeed  such  an  impulse  has 
been  given  to  the  Canadian  trade,  that  the  wharves 
and  storehouses,  hitherto  in  use  at  Kingston,  were 
last  Year  found  totally  inadequate,  and  property  was 
piled  upon  the  wharves  and  covered  with  temporary 
sheds.  Vessels  laden  with  produce,  after  being  de- 
tained three  weeks  and  upwards,  waiting  their  turn 
at  the  wharves,  finally  came  over  to  Oswego  and 
landed  their  cargoes.” 

We  knew  that  the  British  had  obtained  much  of 
the  carrying  trade  of  American  produce,  and  were  de- 
sirous to  bring  this  fact  to  the  attention  of  our  go- 
vernment, but  we  did  not  before  know  we  were  also 
furnishing  our  ports  and  storehouses,  to  give  facili- 
ties to  take  the  carrying  trade  of  American  produce 
to  British  vessels. 

The  following  table  may  further  illustrate  and 
will  afford  materials  for  useful  reflection. 


‘‘From  the  Rochester  Democrat. 

CANAL  NAVIGATION— FLOUR,  Ac. 

The  canal  being  closed,  very  little  has  been  done 
in  flour  or  wheat  the  past  week.  By  reference  to 
our  canal  collector’s  books,  we  find  the  quantity  that 
has  gone  east  this  year  is  much  less  than  last.  Say 
cleared  from,  and  passing  here 

1 ibls.jlour.  Bush,  wheat. 

In  1840,  1,247,524  976,067 

In  1841,  1,025,962  349,099 


Deficiency  in  ’41,  221,562  629,968 

The  greater  part  of  this  deficiency  has  occurred 
since  the  1st  of  October,  as  the  quautily  received  at 
Schenectady,  West  Troy  and  Albany  from  1st  Octo- 
ber to  close  of  navigation 

Bhh.Jlcnir.  Bush,  ivkeat. 

In  1840  is  797,053  628,502 

In  1841,  594,361  407,771 


Deficiency  in  1841,  203,692  220,731 

Allow  that  it  takes  4 1 bushels  of  wheat  to  make  a 
barrel  flour,  and  the  deficiency  at  tide  water  since  1st 
October  is  equal  to  252,743  barrels  flour.” 

The  known  customary  prices  of  transportation 
from  Buffalo  to  tide  water  is  one  dollar  per  barrel  of 
which  34  cents,  or  on  this  parcel  §85,932  62  is  for 
canal  tolls.  Thus  exhibiting  a public  loss  at  tide 
water,  on  this  one  item  of  flour,  diverted  to  British 
markets  of  §252,743.  it  would  have  required,  to  have 
removed  this  flour  to  New  York,  527  sloops  of  eightv 
tons  each,  carrying  480  barrels  each:  and  four  hand’s 
to  each  sloop,  would  have  given  employment  to  2,091 
seamen.  Assuming  that  this  amount  of  flour  had 
arrived  at  New  York,  it  would  have  required  for  its 
exportation  70  ships  of  300  tons  each,  each  carrying 
3,600  barrels;  and  employed  700  seamen.  The  Bri- 
tish understand  these  results  and  wisely  frame  their 
commercial  measures  accordingly.  The  falling  off 
of  tiffs  one  month,  in  this  single  "article  of  flour,  il- 
lustrates the  injurious  effects  of  the  trade  of  the 
lakes,  diverted  into  British  channels.  The  merchants, 
the  labourers,  ship  builders,  indeed  every  condition 
of  life,  and  above  all,  the  employment  and  nursery 
for  our  seamen  are  injuriously  effected.  The  advan- 
tages of  the  return  cargoes  are  lost — the  pro-perity 
of  the  country  and  the  strength  of  the  nation  are  es- 
sentially impaired.  The  ship  building  at  New  York 
is  yearly  decreasing,  and  many  of  her  vessels  are  ly- 
ing without  employment  at  our  docks. 

In  1859,  N.  York  built  106  vessels  tonnage  17,951 
1840,  “ “ 72  “ “ ~ 13,786 

I was  aware,  t’nat  t!io  doolaralien  in  the  iriDRESS 
“That  there  was  an  alarming  and  ruinous  increase  of 
American  commerce  in  foreign  vessels"  would  occasion 
surprise.  But  it  is  not  on  this  account,  the  less  true. 
The  tonnage  of  vessels  which  entered  the  U.  Stales 
in  1840  is 

American  vessels  numbers  7,211  tonnage  1,576,946 
Foreign  “ “ 4,571  “ 712,363 

Thus  shewing  one-third  of  the  American  com- 
merce, in  number  of  vessels  and  tonnage  is  in  foreign 
bottoms;  and  principally  under  the  British  flag.  Mark 
its  rapid  advance!! 

In  1321  the  British  tonnage  was  55,188  and  the 
American  tonnage  was  765,098.  Thus  showing  the 
proportion  of  British  vessels  which  entered  the  U. 
States  was  7 l-5th  (seven  one-fifth),  per  cent,  com- 
pared with  the  American  tonnage  employed  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  States.  In  the  year  1835 
this  proportion  was  increased  to  39  percent.  In  the 
year  1840,  the  proportion  of  the  foreign  commerce 
was  about  46  per  cent. 

The  trade  between  the  U.  States  and  the  British 
colonics  presents  some  startling  facts.  I quote  from 
an  able  writer. 

“The  British  tonnage  cleared  from  American  ports 
for  (lie  British  color. ics  in  1824,  ’25  and ’26,  was 
51,800  tons:  the  American  tdrupge  cleared  for  (he 
same  ports  during  the  same  period,  was  477,100  tons. 
fd5’ Being  more  than  nine  times  as  much!!  'J  lie  British 
tonnage  cleared  from  the  American  ports,  for  the 
colonies  during  the  years  1837,  ’38  & ’39,  was  greater 
than  the  American  tonnage,  and  exceeded  1,235.000 
tons!!  being  an  increase  of  more  than  twenty-two  hundred 
and  eighty  per  cent:  while  ourincrease  during  the  same 
period  was  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent.” 

Again — “In  the  year  1830  when  this  treaty  went 
into  operation,  the  total  amount  of  British  tonnage 
cleared  from  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States  for  fo- 
reign ports  was  89,800  tons.  The  American  tonnage 
cleared  for  foreign  ports  the  same  year  was  971.800 
tons;  being  nearly  eleven  times  as  much  as  the  British 
tonnage.  In  1839  the  British  tonnage  cleared  for  fo- 
reign ports,  was  491,500  tons!!  Being  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  total  amount  of  American  tonnage,  clear- 
ed for  foreign  ports;  and  shewing  an  increase  of  Jbur 
hundred  cudfortij-sevenper  cent,  in  the  British  tonnage; 
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while  our  own  increase  of  tonnage  during  the  same 
period,  was  only  fifty-two  percent.” 

The  poet  says — 

“’Tis  greatly  wise  to  talk  with  our  past  hours 
And  ask  them  what  report  they  bore.” 

The  second  act  passed  by  the  first  congress  1789 — 
secured  to  the  tonnage  of  our  merchants  a monopoly 
of  the  China  trade;  and  gave  paramount  advantages 
in  all  other  foreign  trade,  by  discriminative  duties. 
A pound  of  hyson  tea,  imported  in  a foreign  vessel, 
paid  twenty-five  cents  more  duty , than  in  an  American 
vessel.  The  same  act  allowed  a discount  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  duties  upon  goods  imported  in  American 
vessels. 

The  third  act  of  the  same  congress  fixed  a duty  of 
six  cents  per  ton  on  American  vessels,  and  ail  foreign 
vessels  fifty  cents. 

To  exclude  foreign  vessels  from  the  coasting  trade, 
they  were  subjected  to  a duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton, 
for  every  voyage;  American  vessels,  paid  six  cents 
per  ton,  only  once  a year. 

Such  were  the  principles  of  protection  estab- 
lished by  the  fathers  of  the  revolution  and  enacted 
the  first  session  of  congress  on  the  organization  of 
the  new  government.  The  consequence  of  this  sys- 
tem, has  been  the  possession  of  the  whole  of  the 
coasting  trade:  and  for  a time  an  increase  of  Ameri- 
can tonnage  unexampled  in  the  history  of  naviga- 
tion. In  1S16,  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  passed 
an  act  intending  to  secure  the  trade  in  plaster  of 
Paris  to  British  vessels.  It  became  known  here  in 
February  1817,  that  the  royal  assent  had  been  given 
to  the  act.  On  motion  of  Rufus  King  17th  February 

1817,  congress  instructed  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  to  “report  measures,  to  regulate  the  impor- 
tation of  plaster  of  Paris,  and  to  countervail  the  regu- 
lations of  any  other  nation  injurious  to  our  own,  re- 
lating to  that  trade.”  A bill  was  reported  and  pass- 
ed in  the  house;  when  sent  to  the  senate,  read  three 
times,  passed  there  with  amendments,  returned  to  the 
house;  concurred  in,  and  became  a law  in  one  day. 
The  hostile  measure  was  effectually  and  decisively 

COUNTERVAILED. 

In  1818,  and  with  almost  equal  celerity,  an  act 
was  passed,  prohibiting  the  entry  into  our  ports,  of  Bri- 
tish vessels,  arriving  from  places  from  which  American 
vessels  were  excluded.  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Ru- 
fus King,  to  say  he  was  an  efficient  actor  in  passing, 
and  in  truth  the  parent  of  the  bills  of  1817  and  1818. 

The  spirit,  which  had  sustained  us  in  the  recent 
war,  for  “free  trade  and  sailors’ rights”  had  not  then, 
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and  mark  the  consequence.  In  the  year  1815,  the 
‘‘■registered  tonnage”  of  American  vessels  engaged  in 
foreign  trade  was  854,294  tons.  The  acts  of  1789  and 

1818,  with  the  system  and  the  spirit  to  countervail, 
which  created  them,  have  passed  away.  The  report 
of  the  treasury  table  No.  17  shews  the  registered  ton- 
nage for  1839  to  be  834,244  tons  (any  ailedged  cor- 
rections of  the  account  will  not  vary  the  result). — 
Thus  in  the  period  of  twenty-four  years  since  1815 
our  population  has  been  doubled;  the  system  of  our 
commercial  regulations  has  been  altered;  and  the 
“registered  tonnage”  of  American  vessels  in  foreign 
trade  has  usually  been  lower  and  in  1839  continued 
fallen  off  20,000  tons  in  its  amount. 

In  1815  the  “coasting  trade”  “enrolled”  513,833  tons. 

“ 1839  “ “ “ “ 1,262,234  “ 

Tims  shewing  an  increase  of  nearly  treble  in  its 
amount  of  tonnage.  The  system  of  its  protection, 
established  in  1789  lias  been  continued,  and  foreign 
vessels  have  been  excluded. 

The  scheme  of  giving  a free  trade,  to  those  who 
deny  it  to  us  and  refuse  reciprocity;  and  the  sympathy 
of -foreigners  and  their  agents  that  we  shall  not  “ burthen 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,”  had  not  found  ad- 
mittance into  the  coasting  trade.  The  contrast  pre- 
sented in  the  table  of  the  treasurer  will  best  illus- 
trate the  experieiffe  of  the  past  and  afford  wisdom 
for  the  future.  The  “registered”  and  “enrolled” 
and  “licensed  tonnage”  for  1839,  together  amount  to 
2,096,478  tons.  It  is  from  this  toial  that  our  Ameri- 
can navigation  and  commerce  are  represented  as 
prosperous. 

The  augmentation  of  our  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion in  foreign  vessels  can  never  increase  our  naval 
strength.  The  surrender  of  the  transportation  of 
American  produce  to  British  vessels  may  aggrandize 
a naval  rival;  but  will  not  foster  a carrying  trade, 
and  a nursery  for  American  seamen.  Such  mea- 
sures can  never  prepare  this  country  to  assert  its 
rights,  and  maintain  its  independence  against  a col- 
lossal  and  gigantic  power, — the  like  of  which  the 
world  has  never  witnessed; — not  even  in  the  days  of 
Roman  despotism. 

It  was  asked  in  the  British  parliament  why  certain 
commerciai  advantages  had  been  allowed  to  Prussia; 
which  were  refused  to  America?  The  answer  was 
that  English  goods  found  their  way  on  to  the  conti- 
nent through  Prussia:  and  from  her  situation,  no  harm 


could  come  from  her;  but  the  United  States  by  their 
increasing  navigation  were  becoming  dangerous;  and 
must  be  kept  down. 

The  duke  of  Wellington,  it  is  said  was  not  long 
since  asked,  if  it  was  probable  there  would  he  a war 
with  the  United  'States?  He  replied,  the  time  is  not 
yet!!  when  that  comes  it  will  be  a big  tear:  toe  must  pre- 
pare for  it,  first! !.' 

To  attempt  to  meddle  with  the  English  carrying 
trade,  would  be  with  her,  a cause  of  war.  Her  com- 
mercial regulations  are  intended  to  secure  her  own 
carrying  trade,  and  to  supplant  that  of  other  nations, 
to  cherish  her  commercial  marine  as  a nursery  for 
seamen,  and  to  buiid  up  her  naval  strength.  Such 
are  the  measures  of  English  preparation  for  a crisis 
in  affairs. 

Allowing  a free  trade  and  an  open  commerce  to 
nations,  which  refuse  us  a reciprocity;  an  empty 
treasury  and  repudiation  with  a strict  observance  of 
party  discipline;  and  a congress,  busied  in  taking 
“ yeas  and  nays”  on  questions  of  order  and  motions  to 
adjourn,  seems  to  be  the  measures  of  American  pre- 
paration, for  the  support  and  the  defence  of  this  coun- 
try? 

The  past  character  of  “Niles'* 1  Register”  pledges  it 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  and  its  zealous  support  of  all 
measures  for  the  public  prosperity.  This  question  of 
the  carrying  trade  of  our  produce  and  the  ruinous 
increase  of  American  commerce  in  foreign  vessels  is 
one  of  immense  moment.  It  is  left  with  you. 

I am  very  respectfully  yours,  &e. 

JAMES  TALLMADGE. 


previously  expended  upon  the  works  by  each  com- 
pany. 

The  first  loans  to  an  incorporated  company  were 
those  made  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  com- 
pany in  1827  and  1829,  by  regency  legislatures,  upon 
a report  from  Silas  Wright,  jr.  chairman  of  the  canal 
committee;  the  latter  ioan  recommended  and  approv- 
ed by  gov.  Van  Buren.  These  loans  fall  jiue  in  1846 
and  1847,  and  will  doubtless  be  reimbursed  by  the 
company.  In  1834  an  act  authorsing  a loan  of  the 
state  credit  of  six  millions— -four  millions  to  the  city 
banks  and  two  millions  to  individuals — was  recom- 
mended by  Gov.  Marcy,  and  passed  by  a strict  party 
vote,  (the  whigs  against  it),  but  it  was  not  carried 
into  effect.  In  1838  a similar  loan  to  the  banks,  for 
public  relief,  of  $7,500,000  of  state  stocks,  was  re- 
commended by  Gov.  Marcy,  and  passed  by  the  Van 
Buren  senate,  but  rejected  by  the  whig  assembly. 
Total  of  state  stocks  issued  as  above  $17,561,567  91 
Add  total  of  temporary  loans,  30th 

September  1,855,000  00 

Stocks  issued  to  defaulting  rail  roads  515,700  00 


Total  of  state  debt  $19,932,267  91 

Deduct  the  amount  of  old  Erie  and 
Champlain  canal  debt,  for  which 
funds  have  been  provided  and  are 
now  in  deposite  2,021,037  25 


Leaves  the  actual  debt  of  the  state  $17,911,230  66 
Interest  on  the  whole  canal  debt  832,922  87 

Do.  on  the  debt  of  the  general  fund  62,294  99 

And  of  the  non-paying  rail  roads  24,486  50 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


NEW  YORK. 

Finances  of  the  state.  We  have  before  us  the 
annual  report  of  hon.  John  A.  Collier,  comptroller  of 
the  finances  of  this  state,  and  a more  clear,  straight- 
forward, admirable  document  never  emanated  from 
that  office.  It  is  a fitting  counterpart  of  governor 
Seward’s  message.  We  condense  the  most  import- 
ant facts  set  forth  in  the  report.  [N.  Y.  Tribune. 

1.  Debt  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

For  what  contracted.  Payable.  Total  amount. 
Erie  & Champlain  canal,  (old)  1845  $2,021,037  25 

Oswego  canal  1846  421,304  00 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  1846-9  237,000  00 

Crooked  Lake  canal  1850  120,000  00 

Chemung  canal  1850-60  430,292  23 

Chenango  canal  1845  2,402,535  66 

Oneida  Lake  canal  and  river  1850-60  100,000  00 


Total  annual  interest  $919,704  36 

Annual  interest  on  the  rail  road  stocks 
other  than  the  non-paying  195,600  00 

Revenues  of  the  canal  fund  for  1841. 

From  tolls  on  the  canals  $1,988,000 

Interest  on  investments,  water  rents,  &c.  140,940 

Total  canal  revenue  for  1841  $2,128,960 

Canal  expenditures. 

Interest  on  loans  $801,033 

Repairs  and  superintendence  3S0,366 
Canal  commissioners  and  clerks  13,374 
Collectors,  weighers,  printing,  &c.  63,435 

Damages  allowed,  &e.  64,S51 

Total  expenditures  for  1841  $1,323,209 


Nett  revenue  from  the  canals  $805,751 

From  which  deduct  the  general  fund  200,000 


Total  of  outstanding  debt  for  complet- 
ed works  5,732,169  14 

Erie  canal  enlargement 
Black  River  canal 
Genesee  Valley  canal 


1854- 60  6,941,119  29 
1850-60  1,076,706  23 

1855- 60  2,556,379  82 


Total  of  stocks  issued  for  unfinished 
works  $10,574,205  34 

Add  debt  for  completed  works  5,732,169  14 

Debt  of  the  general  fund  1,255,193  43 


$17,561,567  91 

Oil  which  the  annual  interest  is  89,018  06 

The  aggregate  of  state  stocks  loaned  to  rail  road 
and  other  improvement  companies  up  to  the  close  of 
the  last  fiscal  year  (Sept.  30,  1841)  was  as  follows: 
Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  $S00,000 

New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  2,100,000 

tihaca  and  Owego  rail  road  315,700 

Canajoharie  and  Catskili  rail  read  200,000 

Auburn  ane  Syracuse  rail  road  200,000 

Auburn  and  Rochester  rail  road  200,000 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  rail  road  150,000 

Corning  and  Biossburg  rail  road  70,000 

Tonawanda  rail  road  100,000 

Long  Island  rail  road  100,000 


Total  of  loans  of  slate  credit 
On  which  the  annual  interest  is 


$4,235,700 
220,086  50 

All  these  companies  have  paid  promptly  their  in- 
terest, except  the  Ithaca  and  Owego,  and  Canajoha- 
. rie  and  Catskili,  which  failed  to  do  so  in  July  iast, 

! and  the  state  was  compelled  to  make  good  the  dofici- 
! ency.  The  aggregate  of  the  loan  to  both  of  these 
j companies  is  $515,700,  and  the  annual  interest  there 
j on  $24,486  50.  The  Ithaca  and  Owego  is  completed 
at  a cost  of  $570,000,  and  the  state  has  a first  lien  on 
the  same,  as  also  on  the  Catskili  and  Canajoharie,  of 
which  twenty-six  miles  are  completed  and  in  opera- 
tion. It  is  believed  that  the  state  will  ultimately  lose 
nothing  by  the  Ithaca  and  Owego,  and  probably  not  by 
the  other.  The  state  stocks  were  mainly  issued  to 
' each  by  hon.  A.  C.  Flagg,  (late  regency  comptroller), 
j under  a law  directing  him  to  do  so,  upon  proper  proof 
that  a larger  amount  of  their  own  means  had  been 


Clear  canal  surplus  for  1841  $605,751 

The  item  of  $64,851  for  “damages”  above  is  not 
properly  chargeable  to  the  annual  expenditures,  be- 
ing for  permanent  purposes. 

The  nett  proceeds  of  canal  revenue  (says  Mr.  Col- 
lier) for  the  past  year  would  pay  the  interest  upon 
all  the  existing  debt,  and  the  interest  at  six  per  cent, 
upon  an  additional  debt  of  $10,000,000;  or,  if  all  the 
contingent  liabilities  of  the  state  for  loans  cf  its  cre- 
dit were  now  thrown  upon  the  state,  it  would  still 
pay  the  interest  upon  the  whole  debt,  contribute  its 
annual  $200,000  toward  the  support  of  the  govern- 
ment, atid  have  about  $400,000  to  spare,  applicable 
to  carrying  on  the  public  works,  or  to  the  interest 
upon  a new  additional  loan  for  that  purpose  of  six  or 
seven  millions  of  dollars. 

MAR  YLAND. 

Secretary  of  state — speaker  of  the  house  of 
delegates.  Mr.  J.  C.  Legrand,  speaker  of  the 
house  of  delegates  having  been  nominated  as  secre- 
tary of  state  by  gov.  Francis  Thomas,  vice  Mr.  Sif- 
ford,  of  Frederick  county,  declined,  on  the  27th  re- 
signed the  speakership,  and  the  hon.  Daniel  S.  Biser 
was  elected  in  his  place. 

Librarian.  Mr.  J.  LI.  T.  Magruder,  esq.  has  been 
nominated  state  librarian  by  the  governor,  vice  David 
Ridgely,  removed.  Mr.  Itidgely  was  the  ffrst  libra- 
rian of  this  state,  and  deserves  the  credit  of  having 
brought  that  valuable  department  from  non-existence 
to  a depository  of  twelve  thousand  volumes.  Mis 
leaving  it  will  be  regretted  by  all  men  who  knew 
him,  and  the  more  so,  as  he  has  a large  family,  and 
is  without  resources.  He  never  lias  been  an  active 
politician.  The  rule  of  party  proscription  however, 
has  been  brought  down  upon  him. 

Finances.  Abstract  of  the  treasurer's  report.  TJie 
treasurer  of  the  western  shore,  in  obedience  to  the 
3d  sec.  of  the  act  of  December  sesssion,  1824, 

REPORTS, 

That  in  the  year  ended  Is  Dec.  1841, 
he  received  $927,555  50 

And  there  remained  in  the  western 

shore  treasury,  1st  Dec.  1840  58,414  86 


Making  an  aggregate  of  985,970  36 
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Of  the  suras  so  received  and  amount- 
ing to 

There  were  for  revenue  ac- 
crued before  year  1841  23,787  50 

To  which  add,  repayments, 

Joans  of  1841,  special  de- 
posites,  state  stock  sold 
&c.  &c.  608,052  24 

Making  


Which  deducted  from  the  receipts  in 
the  treasury  in  1841,  shows  this  sum 
to  have  been  the  amount  of  revenue 
accrued  in  1841,  wiiich  was  receiv- 
ed in  that  year,  viz: 


Of  the  said  aggregate  in  the  western 
shore  treasury  in  the  course  of  the 
year  ended,  1st  Dec.  1841,  amount- 
ing to 

He  disbursed  that  year 
And  there  remained  in  the  western 
shore  treasury,  1st  Dec.  1841 
That  balance  is  subject  to  unexpended 
appropriations,  the  1st  Dee.  1841,  to 
the  amount  of 

And  showing  the  treasury  to  have  been 
deficient  1st  Dec.  1841,  by  the  sum 
of 

To  that  deficiency  it  is  proper  to  add 
the  probable  cost  of  the  present 
session,  which  is  estimated  at 


And  would  make  the  charge  for  these 
accounts  upon  the  receipts  of  the 
current  year, 

ESTIMATES. 

The  probable  receipts  in  the  current 
year,  in  virtue  of  subsisting  laws  he 
estimates  at 


And  leave  applicable  to  the  payment,  of 
other  expenses  of  the  current  year 
The  probable  further  demands  on  the 
treasury  for  the  current  year  he  es- 
timates at  1,317,405  57 


Leaving  this  balance,  $1, 176,880  50 
to  be  raised  (in  such  manner  as  the  ge- 
neral assembly  shall  direct)  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year  to  end  with 
the  30th  November  next — 

And  to  it  should  be  added,  the  fur- 
thersum  necessary,  to  pay  the  demands 
to  be  due  1st  January,  1843,  before 
any  action  of  the  assembly  then  to  be 
in  session,  could  be  had  to  provide  it,  38,603  17 


Making,  $1,215,483  67 

To  supply  this  large  sum — past  legislation  relies 
upon  three  sources. 

1st.  The  authority  of  the  commissioner  of  loans 
by  resolution  No.  3 of  March  session  1841,  to  bor- 
row— which  remains  unexecuted  to  the  amount  of 
$217,801  97,  but  is  considered  unavailable. 

For  its  partial  execution  in  the  past  year,  com- 
mendably,  zealous  and  active  as  he  has  been,  the 
commissioner  was  largely  indebted  to  the  patriotic 
sensibility  to  the  wants  of  the  state,  of  some  of  its 
public  institutions  and  private  citizens. 

2d.  The  tax,  by  eh.  23  of  March  session  1841, 
directed  to  be  levied  on  the  property  within  the  state 
thereby'  made  assessable — the  execution  of  which  has 
not  yet  progressed  so  far,  as  to  enable  the  treasurer 
to  estimate  the  amount  to  be  expected  from  it,  either 
nominally  or  practically. 

His  experience  however,  admonishes  him  that, 
not  more  than  one-half  of  the  amount  levied,  may 
be  expected  to  come  into  the  treasury  in  the  year  in 
which  the  law  makes  it  payable  therein,  no  matter 
how  long  the  day  of  payment  may  be  postponed. 

3.  The  state’s  distributive  share,  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States — of  very 
uncertain  amount  and  receipt. 

The  vain  effort  to  fulfil  with  the  first  of  those  im- 
plements, such  of  the  obligations  of  the  state  for 
1841,  as  it  was  intended  to  provide  for,  has  been  a 
work  of  arduous  difficulty  and  deep  humiliation  to 
the  officers  charged  with  it — while  the  burthens  of 
the  treasury,  without  any  notice  or  reason  to  antici- 
pate it,  were  materially  augmented,  by  the  entire 
failure  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Tide  Water  canal 
companies, to  comply  with  their  engagements. 

Tbc  generous  confidence  with  which  the  public 
credit  was  essayed  in  their  service,  without  even  the 
motive  of  a stockholder,  appealed  strongly,  no 
doubt,  yet  vainly,  to  these  companies  and  their  mem- 
bers, to  make  any  sacrifice  rather  than  disappoint 
the  just  expectations  of  a beneficent  government — 


927,555  50 
631,839  74 


295,715  76 

985,970  36 
894,492  03 

91,  478  33 
195,353  26 
104,474  92 
55,000  00 

159,374  93 

300,000  00 
140,525  07 


, and  their  failure  in  punctuality  adds  another  and  a 
memorable  one,  to  the  monuments  before  subsisting, 
of  the  improvidence  of  trusting  to  incorporate! 
companies,  the  keeping  of  the  public  honor. 

Of  the  four  or  five  imposing  companies,  who  have 
wielded  the  administration  of  millions  and  the  co- 
operation of  pre-eminent  talents,  and  wlto  success- 
fully solicited  the  confidence  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, in  their  promises,  with  emphatic  solemnity,  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  debts  incurred  at  their  in- 
stance and  for  their  service,  but  one  only,  has  prov- 
ed mindful  of  the  magnitude  of  the  trust,  in  that  re- 
spect reposed  in  them. 

The  rest  have,  in  quick  succession,  thrown  the 
burthens  they  sought  for  their  own  shoulders  upon 
the  back  of  a treasury  already  heavy  laden — al- 
though in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  their  own 
concoction,  no  other  provision  than  their  engage- 
ments to  pay,  had  been  made  by  the  legislature  to 
sustain  them,  and  before  any  substitute  had  been 
prepared  or  could  be  matured. 

Bad  as  is  the  apology,  and  as  any  must  be,  this  is 
the  only  one  that  can  be  made,  for  the  suffering  and 
privation  to  which  the  public  creditors  will  be  un- 
avoidably subjected. 

The  treasurer  indulges,  no  degree  of  indignant 
feeling  or  of  asperity  in  the  expression  of  it,  that  is 
not  called  forth,  by  his  sense  of  the  responsibilities 
of  the  department  he  has  charge  of,  and  which  the 
events  he  speaks  of,  have  alone  embarrassed. 

To  him,  it  would  be  a far  more  pleasant  duty,  to 
excuse  than  to  inculpate — and  indeed,  he  has  become 
persuaded  that,  all  these  companies,  in  the  zeal  with 
which  they  prosecuted  their  several  works,  and  the 
excitement  induced  by  the  arduous  difficulties  they 
encountered  in  that  service — each,  with  human  in- 
firmity, regarding  the  completion  of  its  particular 
work,  of  paramount  importance  to  the  state  and  to 
the  world  as  well  as  to  itself — entirely  lost  sight  of, 
the  very  subordinate  trust  to  observe  punctuality 
with  the  treasury,  until  it  had  become,  wholly  be- 
yond their  power. 

Unfortunately  for  the  state,  the  most  costly  work 
in  which  she  is  concerned  and  concerned  most  deep- 
ly has  in  the  past  year  been  of  necessity  entirely 
suspended,  far  short  of  its  completion. 

The  act  of  the  last  general  assembly  to  provide 
for  its  prosecution,  proved  to  be  wholly  impractica- 
cle. 

Without  its  conditions,  it  must  in  the  nature  ol 
things  have  been  inoperative.  Even  with  them,  had 
they  been  fullfiled,  it  would  have  been  of  very  doubt- 
ful efficacy. 

If  V it  bout  them,  the  act  could  have  been  efficient, 
the  conditions  were  worse  than  useless — in  that  they 
required  obligations  of  the  companies  concerned,  to 
do  what  their  obvious  interest  and  the  very  purpose 
of  their  enterprises  made  essential  to  their  own  suc- 
cess— to  give  which,  would  have  added  to  their  diffi- 
culties if  not  impaired  their  ability — and  the  due  ex- 
ecution of  which,  would  have  occasioned  long  and 
unavoidable  delay,  incident  to  the  process.  But  in 
truth,  the  only  reasonable  hope  of  giving  vitality  to 
the  law,  rested  upon  the  willingness  and  ability  of 
the  companies  to  comply  with  the  conditions,  in  such 
manner  as  to  give  assurance  that,  the  additional  debt 
it  authorised  to  be  incurred,  would  in  no  degree  add 
to  the  burthens  of  the  public  treasury  if  it  did  not 
reduce  them. 

Had  the  duties  therefore,  with  which  it  charged 
the  treasurer  admitted  of  his  exercising  any  discre- 
tion in  the  matter,  he  would  have  required  their  ful- 
filment as  scrupulously  and  fully,  as  his  ministerial 
charge  made  it  imperatively  incumbent  on  him  to  do. 

The  other  stockholders  of  'the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  company,  continue  to  lock  upon  the  un- 
assisted and  disproportionate  efforts  of  Maryland  in 
this  service,  with  cold  and  calculating  complacency 
— in  the  belief  that,  necessity  will  oblige  her  to  over- 
come all  obstacles  for  their  common  relief.  But 
the  necessity  tiiat  has  no  law,  implies  ability  to  exe- 
cute its  mandates,  and  they  will  find  that,  the  ability 
of  the  state  to  obey  such  necessity,  is  for  the  pre- 
sent at  an  end.  Until  her  revenue  shall  be  shewn  to 
be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  her  treasury,  present 
and  prospective,  she  is  as  helpless  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  canal,  as  the  feeblcstof  its  stock- 
holders. Those  who  would  undertake  to  supply  the 
necessary  labor  and  materials,  for  stock  of  (he  state 
or  notes  of  the  company  convertible  into  it  or  re- 
deemable with  its  proceeds,  would  be  wholly  unable 
to  comply  with  their  contracts,  when  they  found  as 
they  would  find,  that  neither  would  raise  money  or 
its  equivalent. 

To  the  treasurer,  however,  the  law  assigned  speci- 
fic duties,  precluding  ali  discretion. 

The  10th  section  required  him  to  take,  sati'-factory 
bonds, — not  in  view  singly,  of  the  sufficiency  of  their 


penalties — their  obligatory  qualities — or  their  avail- 
ableness— but  of  all  these. 

The  companies  respectively,  tendered  their  corpo- 
rate bonds  only,  and  decided  that  they  would  in  no 
other  way  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  section. 
The  treasurer  considered  them  in  every  respect  un- 
satisfactory. He  required,  therefore,  augmented  pe- 
nalties— designated  modifications  of  their  tenor — tiiat 
they  should  be  made  available  for  the  indemnity  of 
the  state  by  liens  upon  their  several  estates  in  Alle- 
gany county — and  that  these  should  be  shewn  to  be 
clear  of  title  and  unincumbered,  by  the  certificate  of 
the  deputy  attorney  general  for  the  county. 

The  12th  section  expressly  required  him  to  take 
bonds  with  security.  The  companies  tendered  the 
corporate  bond  of  one  of  them  as  principal,  and  of 
the  others  as  sureties.  The  treasurer  considered  such 
a compliance  with  this  section  as  merely  nominal,  and 
required  liens  for  these  also,  upon  unencumbered  es- 
tates of  clear  title.  In  aid  of  these  last  bonds,  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  moreover,  to  require  additional 
security. 

No  information  laid  before  him,  authorised  him  to 
treat  their  possessions  in  the  country,  if  clear  of  title 
and.  unencumbered,  as  being  to  be  worth  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars  when  the  canal  shall  have  reached 
Cumberland — whereas  he  believed  himself  called 
upon  to  take  security  for,  not  less  than  a million  and 
a half.  He  was  plainly  instructed  by  the  act  itself 
in  the  10th  section,  to  assume  that  “the  canal  would 
reach  Cumberland,  before  any  effective  effort  would 
bo  made  by  the  companies  to  open  and  complete  the 
several  rail  roads  necessary  to  connect  it  with  their 
coal  mines,”  and  of  course  to  see  that,  the  security  to 
be  taken,  was  adapted  to  such  a contingency — a con- 
tingency wherein  the  state  must  have  looked  alto- 
gether to  these  bonds,  for  the  whole  amount  required 
to  be  secured.  If  liens  could  have  been  had,  upon 
unencumbered  estates  of  clear  title  and  of  the  value 
of  one  million  of  dollars — this  ultimate  security, 
would  have  rendered  it  easy  for  the  companies  to 
have  obtained,  a policy  or  policies  of  insurance  for 
the  prompt  perform nice  of  the  condition  of  the  bond 
under  the  12th  section,  from  some  one  or  more  of  the 
several  companies  with  largo  capitals,  incorporated 
by  the  states  for  the  very  purpose  of  assuring  the 
performance  of  contracts. 

But  had  all  this  been  attained,  the  treasurer  thinks, 
he  would  have  had  insuperable  difficulty,  in  approv- 
ing any  security  likely  to  have  been  obtained  by  the 
president  aua  aiictuns  ur  u*c  tan«i  •«, .mpnny  iWv*«. 
the  contractors,  in  pursuance  of  the  8th  section.  He 
certainly  could  not  have  been  satisfied  with  the  cus- 
tomary security  of  withholding  a portion  of  their 
compensation— very  good  security  he  doubts  not,  when 
money — but  utterly  insufficient  lie  thinks,  when 
stock,  would  in  effect  be,  the  commodity  withheld. — 
It  would  he  apprehends,  have  been  followed,  if  ne- 
cessary, by  unavoidable  evasions  of  the  law,  of  which 
it  was  seen  to  be  easily  susceptible,  and  by  every  pos- 
sible sacrifice  of  the  state’s  securities,  without  any 
material  or  commensurate  progress  of  the  work. 

The  canal  must  he,  and  will  be  finished — if  not 
rightfully  by  the  other  stockholders,  or  from  motives 
of  interest  and  the  impulses  of  enterprise,  by  the  min- 
ing companies — by  Maryland,  so  soon  as  she  shall 
have  recruited  her  exhausted  strength. 

Adequate  revenue,  is  now  the  pressing  want  of 
Maryland,  for  every  purpose  involving  her  iionor  or 
her  interest, — and  he  invokes  her  legislature  there- 
fore, to  devise  and  adopt  without'a  moment’s  delay, 
such  a system  as  will  be  most  likely  to  furnish  it,  and 
to  furnish  it  quickly. 

Private  wants,  beyond  the  necessaries  of  life,  are 
fanciful.  They  grow  upon  their  indulgence,  and  are 
best  combatted  and  overcome,  by  stern  self  denial. — 
But  the  public  wants  are  real  and  inexorable.  They 
will  not  brook  denial  or  delay,  and  are  rapidly  aug- 
mented by  either. 

Last  year,  $609,000,  would  have  saved  the  honor  of 
the  state  and.  kept  the  treasury  solvent  through  tiie 
year.  To  comply  with  her  obligations  through  the 
year  1842,  she  needs  more  than  double  the  sum. 

Last  year,  she  wanted  additional  annual  revenue, 
to  the  amount  of  $.600,000  only.  Now,  her  annual 
wants  are  nearer  $700,000. 

if  the  whole  of  these  large  sums  must  be  raised  by' 
a tax  upon  the  property  of  her  citizens,  let  the  taxing 
authorities  of  the  several  counties  and  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  be  forthwith  directed  by  law,  to  levy  for 
the  service  of  1842.  a dollar  in  the  hundred — and  fif- 
ty cents,  annually  thereafter,  until  further  order. — 
No  apprehension  need  be  entertained,  that  the  reve- 
nue thence,  will  for  the  present  be  excessive,  and  it 
will  at  ail  times  be  an  easy  and  a pleasant  duty,  to 
reduce  the  rate. 

The  crisis  demands  of  the  general  assembly,  man- 
ly promptitude  and  decision,  and  appeals  irresistably, 
to  the  honor  and  honesty  of  their  constituents.  Un- 
der the  sanative  action  and  influence  of  these,  the  em- 
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barrassroent  of  the  public  finances  would  soon  be 
found  to  be  temporary  and  evanescent — the  public 
burthens,  be  gradually  and  speedily  reduced — the 
public  works,  be  completed  and  disenthralled — and 
Maryland  be  placed,  ultimately  and  perhaps  early  in 
a condition  of  enviable  prosperity. 

The  deep  disgrace  to  ensue  on  her  impending  insol- 
vency—the  foul  stain  it  will  cast  upon  the  hitherto 
bright  and  unblemished  escutcheon  of  our  venerable 
state,  must  make  every  ■ son  of  Maryland  who  has 
heart  or  conscience  hang  his  head  in  shame — at  home 
and  abroad — here  and  every  where — as  long  as  it 
shall  endure. 

Could  these  have  been  averted, — were  the  magni- 
tude of  the  public  debt  and  the  burthens  it  brings, 
alone  to  be  contemplated — heavy  as  they  are,  consi- 
derations are  not  wanting,  which  should  alleviate  and 
even  reconcile  us  to  them. 

In  the  first  place — the  debt,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, has  been  incurred  for  the  achievement  of  great 
public  improvements— of  which  the  acknowledged 
benefits,  are  to  endure  and  to  increase  with  their  en- 
joyment— and  these  are  fit  objects  of  extraordinary 
public  expense — second  only  in  point  of  legitimacy, 
to  those  incurred  for  the  preservation  of  domestic  ci-- 
der  or  in  the  public  defence,  and,  with  obvious  and 
suitable  restrictions,  confessedly  to  be  postponed  to 
these,  rolely  upon  grounds  of  necessity  and  not  of 
choice.  It  has  been  incurred  too,  in  obedience  to  a 
spirit  which,  in  the  same  period,  animated  and  im- 
pelled in  the  same  course  a large  majority  of  our  sis- 
ter states — commendable  for  its  purpose — culpable 
only  for  its  wild  excesses;  and  infallibility,  or  ex- 
emption from  such  visitations,  is  not  tc  be  expected 
of  communities  any  more  than  of  their  members. 

In  the  next  place— its  amount  is,  as  a matter  of  ac- 
count, greatly  exaggerated.  In  such  an  aspect,  it  is 
seen  to  be  a debt  exceeding  15  millions  of  dollars. — 
In  its  actual  bearing  upon  the  people  of  the  stale,  it 
does  not  exceed  ten. 

More  than  three  millions  of  it,  for  example,  are 
yet  unsold — and  when  these  shall  have,  beer,  sold, — 
the  surcessful  progress  and  uniform  punctuality  hith- 
erto, of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company 
for  whose  service  they  were  issued,  warrant  tile  be- 
lief that,  it  will  not  in  future,  fail  to  pay  or  yield  the 
interest,  as  heretofore. 

The  revenue  received  from  that  company  and  from 
the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company, 
with  every  indication  that  the  amount  will  yearly  in- 

/>ppqsp  tc  tvr  -perj  tiro  Interest  upon 

two  millions  more.  So  that  the  real  debt  of  Mary- 
land docs  not  practically  exceed,  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

A very  acceptable  communication,  this  moment  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  Susquehanna  and 
Tide  Water  canal  companies,  and  in  time  only  to  be 
thus  noticed,  gives  most  gratifying  assurance,  that 
their  debt  for  interest  may  be  expected  to  be  paid 
early  in  the  current  year,  and  that  their  future  pay- 
ments will  be  uninterrupted. 

With  assessable  property,  of  which  the  recent  va- 
luation for  assessment,  cannot  well  prove  to  be  short 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars — a single  year’s 
income,  estimated  at  5 per  cent,  would  rid  us  of  the 
entire  debt. 

The  ability  of  Maryland  then,  to  pay  the  interest 
only  of  such  a debt,  is  indisputable — and  seeing  that 
it  has  been  deliberately  contracted— and  affirmed — 
and  augmented — by  successive  legislatures — of  their 
own  repeated  choosing — through  a long  period  of  15 
years — the  willingness  of  her  people  to  pay  it,  ought 
not  to  be  and  cannot  be,  questionable. 

Improvident  and  dishonest  individuals,  are  no  doubt 
to  be  found  in  every  country — always  ready  to  incur 
debt  beyond  their  means  of  payment  and  with  the 
means  to  evade  it.  But  for  a whole  political  com- 
munity to  do  either — and  especially  a republican 
community — claiming  and  exercising  the  right,  and 
maintaining  their  capacity  of  self  government — would 
be  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a spectacle,  that  could  cease 
to  be  shocking,  only  to  be  loathsome. 

Lastly — It  is  the  interest  only — we  are  called  upon 
or  will  have  to  pay. 

No  government  ever  provided  more  judiciously  or 
amply,  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  her  debt, 
than  Maryland  has  done  by  the  institution  of  her 
sinking  fund,  and  the  manner  of  it — and  upon  no  sub- 
ject is  more  gross  misapprehension  understood  to  pre- 
vail. 

Of  course,  the  treasurer  assumes  always,  the  good 
faith  of  the  state,  and  its  ultimate,  if  not  uninterrupted 
inviolability. 

This  borne  in  mind  throughout — he  proceeds  to  say 
that — 

Every  dollar,  of  so  much  of  the  capital  of  this  fund 
as  is  destined  to  redeem  the  debt  incurred  for  the  con- 
struction of  our  public  works,  has  been  furnished  by 
the  public  creditors— upon  terms  proceeding  from  the 
state — and  such  as  must  have,  most  materially  enhanc- 


ed the  price  she  received  for  her  securities,  by  secur- 
ing their  ultimate  redemption. 

Not  a single  dollar  of  it  has  been  directly  contri- 
buted by  the  state — except  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
into  her  treasury  far  more  than  an  equivalent. 

Not  a dollar  of  the  income  of  the  fund,  eithereo  no- 
mine or  in  effect,  has  been  paid  by  the  state. 

Both  capital  and  income  are  exclusively  the  property 
of  the  public  creditors,  until  the  fund  shall  have  fully 
performed  its  office  by  absorbing  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic debt — and  then  the  fund  and  the  debt  will  expire 
simultaneously— thus  and  then  only,  enuring  to  the 
benefit  of  the  state. 

Take,  for  illustration,  the  principal  item  of  the  fund, 
derived  from  the  sale  of  the  three  millions  of  six  per 
cent  debt  per  ch.  241,  of  1834.  The  three  millions 
make  so  much  of  the  public  debt,  which  the  state  re- 
ceived and  applied  to  the  prosecution  of  her  works. 
But  the  purchasers  of  the  debt  paid  also  to  the  credit 
of  this  fund,  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  law,  up- 
wards of  half  a million  more.  Now  the  state  has  paid 
the  interest  upon  the  three  millions,  but  not  upon 
the  half  million  appertaining  to  the  fund — and  this 
half  million,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
contract  proceeding  from  the  state,  were  confidpd  by 
the  purchasers,  to  the  administration  of  the  state’s 
treasurer — for  and  as  their  property — for  their  se- 
curity. 

The  half  million,  it  is  true,  was  a portion  of  the 
price  of  the  stock — but  a portion  indissolubly  associ- 
ated with  the  condition  of  the  price — and  no  man  can 
tell  how  much  the  stock  would  have  sold  for,  without 
the  condition. 

Try  it  by  the  fate  of  the  5 per  cent,  loan  of  the 
year  before,  of  only  $500,000.  It  was  put  into  the 
market  with  a proffer  of  better  security,  but  then  con- 
tingent— and  although  the  debt  of  (he  stale  was  little 
more  than  a million  at  the  time,  it  was  with  difficulty 
sold  for  par. 

Try  it  by  the  fate  of  the  6 per  cent,  debt  of  the  year 
after.  It  was  Injudiciously  fitted  for  the  London  mar- 
ket by  promising  to  pay  the  interest  there — and  by 
promising  to  pay  it  in  dollars.  It  profferred  security 
too  abundant  not  to  be  seen  to  be  impracticable. — and 
it  bore  upon  its  front,  the  purpose  of  borrowing  inte- 
rest as  well  as  principal.  It  was  literally  hawked , 
abroad  and  at  home,  and  out  of  eight  millions  thirty- 
five  thousand  only  ever  found  a purchaser,  and  that — 
far  below  par. 

These  reminiscences  have  reference  to  the  manner , 
of  funning  me  rund,  and  are  used  to  shew  that,  it  was 
judicious  and  productive. 

No  body  has  ever  pretended  that  the  fund  was  of 
magical  origin  or  necromantic  power — or  that  a debt 
could  be  paid  without  means  and  the  application  of 
them.  But  the  manner  of  raising  the  means  may  be 
reckless — or  of  ruinous  cost — or  prudential  and  eco- 
nomical. 

Its  practical  efficacy  is  considered  to  be  obvious. 
Its  actual  operation  so  far,  from  year  to  year,  has  prov- 
ed even  more  absorbent  of  the  public  debt  than  was 
ever  anticipated — and  so  soon  as  it  shall  fail  of  ready 
employment  here— it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer 
to  put  it  in  action  abroad,  by  the  state’s  chosen  agents 
in  London. 

Then,  as  to  its  income — 

It  is  received  chiefly,  from  the  state’s  commissioner 
of  loans — but  he  pays  it,  not  as  interest  upon  the  fund, 
but  as  interest  upon  the  public  debt — precisely  as  to 
any  other  proprietor  of  the  debt — 

That  it  is  received  from  him  at  all,  is  purely  acci- 
dental. 

If  the  treasurer  bad,  in  the  exercise  of  his  lawful 
discretion,  invested  it  in  the  public  debt  cf  New  York, 
or  of  Massachusetts,  or  in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
England — then,  Ihose  states  or  that  institution  would 
have  paid  it — and  yet  Maryland,  in  either  case,  would 
not  have  paid  one  dollar  {he  less,  for  interest  on  her 
debt. 

If  the  public  creditors  had  insisted,  upon  constitut- 
ing the  Messrs.  Baring  & Brothers  of  London,  the 
fiduciary  of  the  fund — or  any  body  else,  one  foot  with- 
out the  limits  of  Maryland — and  it  were  invested  in 
any  other  securities  than  those  of  the  state — it  would 
have  been  beyond  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  any 
of  her  authorities. 

Ought  it  to  b el— shall  it  be? — less  safe  or  sacred,  in 
the  hands  of  the  state’s  own  treasurer — 

Shall  it  be  less  secure? — because  that  treasurer,  in 
preferring  to  accumulate  the  funds  in  the  securities  of 
Maryland — has  assured  to  her  citizens  the  ultimate 
fruition  of  her  resulting  interest  in  it — and  equally 
consulted  the  interest  of  her  creditors,  by  furnishing 
those  of  them  who  have  occasion  to  sell,  with  an  es- 
tablished and  growing  market. 

It  is  erroneously  supposed  by  some,  that  when  the 
treasurer  purchases  the  state’s  security,  he  buys  for 
the  stale,  and  with  means  exclusively  the  state’s;  when 
in  truth,  he  buys  only  with  the  income  of  the  fund 
confined  to  him  by  its  creditors,  and  exactly  as  any 


other  individual  administering  a trust  fund,  would  be 
bound  to  do — consulting  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability, 
equally  the  interest  of  the  state  and  its  creditors — he 
competes  with  no  body,  but  is  always  ready  to  give 
for  what  others  do  not  want,  whatever  ihey  were  wil- 
ling to  give  for  what  they  did  want — that* is  to  say — 
the  market  price, 

This  brief  exposition  ofthe  constitution,  nature,  and 
operation  of  the  fund,  he  humbly  submits  to  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  in  the  hope  of  impressing  them  with 
his  own  sense  of  its  value  and  importance  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland.  If  he  shall  succeed,  he  will  have 
his  ample  reward,  in  thinking  he  has  done  the  state 
some  service — and  this,  he  pursuades  himself,  is  his 
single  motive  for  the  effort. 


AMERICANS  CAPTURED  NEAR  SANTA 
FE  BA  MEXICANS,  &c. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 
Transmitting  the  information  required  bt  the 

RESOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

OF  THE  14th  INST.  IN  RELATION  TO  AMERICAN 

CITIZENS  CAPTURED  NEAR  SANTA  Fe,  &C. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  States: 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  answer 
to  their  resolution  of  the  14th  inst.  a report  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  18,  1842. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Jan.  17,  1842. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  14th 
inst.  requesting  the  president  to  communicate  to  that 
house  all  the  information  in  his  possession,  which 
may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  public  interest, 
touching  the  American  citizens  captured  near  Santa 
Fe,  in  Mexico,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  ta- 
ken relative  thereto  by  this  government;  and  also 
any  information  he  may  have,  and  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  concerning  American  citi- 
zens now  British  prisoners  in  Van  Dieman’s  land, 
has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  president  the  papers 
specified  in  the  accompanying  list,  and  to  state  that 
the  despatch  from  Mr.  Ellis,  numbered  49,  which 
probably  contains  information  upon  the  subject  of  the. 
first  part  of  the  resolution  referred,  has  not  yet  reach- 
ed this  department. 

No  further  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  of 
the  second  part  of  the  resolution  has  been  received 
since  the  report  from  this  department  of  the  16(h  of 
July  last,  which  was  communicated  to  the  house  of 
representatives  by  the  president,  with  his  message  of 
that  date.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.' 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

MR.  WEBSTER  TO  MR.  ELLIS. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Jan.  3,  1842. 

Sir:  The  friends  of  Mr.  Franklin  Combs,  son  of 
general  Leslie  Combs,  of  Kentucky,  have  applied 
for  the  interposition  of  this  government  in  behalf  of 
that  young  gentleman,  who  accompanied  the  late 
Texian  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  been  captured,  and,  if  alive,  to  be 
held  in  bondage  in  that  country,  with  the  other  sur- 
vivors ofthe  expedition.  It  has  been  represented  to 
this  department  that  young  Combs  has  never  been  a 
citizen  of  Texas;  that  he  did  not  repair  to  that  coun- 
try with  any  intention  of  relinquishing  his  allegiance 
to  this  government,  or  of  remaining  in  Texas;  but 
that  he  went  thither  in  the  autumn  of  1840  upon  pri- 
vate business  of  his  father,  and  for  the  benefit  which 
he  was  assured  his  feeble  health  would  derive  from 
the  milder  winter  climate  of  that  region.  He  was, 
however,  detained  there  by  both  causes  until  about 
the  time  when  the  expedition  referred  to  set  out. 
This  he  determined  to  accompany,  merely  for  the 
object  of  confirming  his  health,  and  gratifying  a cu- 
riosity, both  liberal  and  natural,  in  regard  to  the  un- 
known lands  through  which  the  course  of  the  expedi- 
tion lay. 

As  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
this  information,  you  will,  accordingly,  forthwith 
make  the  necessary  representation  to  the  Mexican 
government  upon  the  subject,  with  a view  to  avert 
from  young  Combs,  if  he  should  be  alive,  the  dangers 
to  which  he  may  be  or  may  have  been  exposed.  You 
will  state  that,  from  the  respectability  of  his  family, 
and  for  other  reasons,  there  can  be  no  ground  for  the 
belief  that  he  would  have  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion for  any  other  objects  than  those  mentioned;  and 
that  if  he  had  been  aware,  that  the  views  of  the 
Texian  government,  in  despatching  it,  had  been  hos- 
tile or  predatory,  rather  than  friendly  and  commer- 
cial, as  they  were  understood  to  have  been  at  the 
lime,  he  would  not.  have  gone  in  its  company.  If  to 
this  it  be  objected  that  the  expedition  was  military 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER — JAN.  29.  1842— DEBATE  ON  THE  EXCEQllER  BOARD. 


343 


in  its  array,  and  must  therefore  be  presumed  to  have 
had  warlike  designs  against  the  Mexican  authorities, 
it  may  be  answered  that  the  avowed  motive  of  the 
members  of  the  expedition,  in  bearing  arms,  was  to 
ward  off  the  attacks  of  hostile  Indians,  and  especially 
of  the  Oamajiches,  who,  it  is  well  known,  roam  in 
great  force  along  and  across  the  track  which  was  to 
have  been  pursued.  This  objection  would  apply 
with  much  less,  if  with  any  force,  to  young  Combs, 
as  he  was  no  soldier,  and  had  never  been  one;  and,  if 
found  with  arms,  there  could  in  his  case  be  no  better 
ground  for  the  opinion  that  they  were  to  have  been 
used  for  purposes  of  attack,  and  not  for  those  of  de- 
fence, than  if  he  had  accompanied  one  of  the  cara- 
vans from  Missouri  to  Santa  Fe,  by  means  of  which, 
as  is  well  known,  an  extensive  trade  is  carried  on  be- 
tween this  country  and  Mexico,  to  the  mutual  ad- 
vantage of  the  parties. 

Although  young  Combs  is  the  only  American  citi- 
zen who  accompanied  the  expedition  for  whom  the  I 
interference  of  this  government  has  been  asked,  it  is 
understood  that  there  Was  another  who  as  little  de-  1 
serves  to  be  subjected  to  any  penal  proceedings  on  the  1 
part  of  the  Mexican  government.  This  is  Mr.  George 
W.  Kendall,  of  New  Orleans. 

You  will  press  this  case  with  the  utmost  earnest- 
ness on  the  Mexican  government,  as  the  government  ' 
of  the  United  States  feels  itself  bound  to  interfere,  ! 
and  to  signify  its  confident  expectation  that  the  lives 
of  American  citizens  will  not,  be  sacrificed,  who 
have  not  intentionally  done  any  thing  of  a hostile 
character  against  Mexico.  Even  if  the  conductof 
young  Combs  was  indiscreet  and  ill-judged,  yet  this 
government  cannot  suppose  that  the  government  of 
Mexico  will  treat  him  as  an  armed  combatant  found  j 
among  its  enemies. 

You  will  spare  no  pains  to  impress  the  Mexican 
authorities  with  the  feelings  which  would  be  excited 
in  this  country,  if  any  harsh  proceeding  should  be  ' 
adopted  towards  this  youth. 

You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing to  that  government  the  communication,  to  sug-  I 
gest  that,  while  this  government  is  well  disposed  to  ; 
maintain  with  strict  fidelity  amicable  relations  j 
with  the  Mexican  republic,  and  will  not  attempt  to 
screen  from  merited  punishment  any  of  our  citizens 
who  may  be  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  laws  in-  j 
tended  to  preserve  those  relations,  yet.  that  summary, 
sanguinary,  or  undue  punishment  of  either  Texians 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico  inevitably 
tends  to  excite  and  foment  in  this  country  an  acerbity 
of  feeling  against  Mexico  which  will  be  much  more 
apt  to  defeat  the  supposed  objects  of  those  punish- J 
merit's  than  if  the  ottenders  were  to  have  a fair  trial,  ■ 
and,  if  then  convicted,  were  to  be  punished  in  some  \ 
proportion  to  their  offences.  You  will,  however,- 
make  this  suggestion  in  a conciliatory  tone,  without 
allowing  it  to  be  supposed  that  this  government,  has 
any  intention  to  dictate  the  policy  to  be  adopted  by 
that  of  the  Mexican  republic  upon  this  or  any  other 
subject;  but,  supposing  their  disposition  towards  the  i 
United  States  to  be  amicable,  our  wish  is  merely  to 
point  a way  by  which  it  seems  to  us  that  reciprocal 
disposition  as  well  as  the  integrity  of  the  Mexican 
territory  ni3y  be  more  effectually  maintained.  Ac- 
customed ourselves  to  regular  judicial  proceedings, 
fair  and  full  trials,  and  mild  punishments,  the  oppo- 
sites of  these,  if  exercised  by  other  governments, 
always  serve  to  check  the  growth  of  amity  and  good 
will. 

Any  reasonable  expenses  which  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  charge  of  a special  messenger  from  the 
Mexican  capital  to  the  place  of  captivity  of  young 
Combs  and  his  American  associates,  or  for  any  other 
proper  purposes  necessary  for  their  safety  and  libe- 
ration, will  be  borne  by  this  government,  and  will 
be  defrayed  by'  you,  and  for  them  you  will  draw  on 
this  department,  specifying  in  your  drafts  their  pur- 
pose, and  sending  with  them  such  vouchers  as  you 
may  be  able  to  procure? 

The  interest  which  we  feel  for  Combs,  whose  case 
has  been  particularly  presented  to  us,  and  for  Mr. 
Kendall  also,  will  lead  to  tiie  despatching  of  this 
communication  in  the  way  most  likely  to  carry  it 
soon  to  your  hands.  1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  Powhatan  Ellis , esq.  envoy  extraordinary,  Sfc.  Mexico. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  application 
has  been  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Howard,  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  was  also  with 
the  expedition,  and  who,  we  are  informed,  was  not  a 
citizen  of  Texas.  You  will  likewise  inquire  into 
his  case,  and  do  for  him  any  tiling  else  which  you 
can  do  with  propriety.  D.  \V. 

MR.  WEBSTER  TO  MR.  ELLIS. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Jan.  6,  1842. 

Sin:  1 addressed  you  on  the  3d  instant,  in  behalf 
of  Franklin  Combs,  and  Mr.  Kendall,  captured  by 
the  Mexican  army,  with  the  Texian  expedition,  near 


Santa  Fe.  The  object,  of  this  is  only  to  say  (what, 
perhaps,  you  would  not  have  failed  to  understand) 
that,  if  it  should  be  found  that  oilier  American  citi- 
zens were  made  captives,  under  like  circumstances, 
and  with  similar  claims  to  immunity  and  release,  you 
will  exert  the  same  interference  in  their  behalf.  1 
am,  with  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  Powhatan  Ellis,  esq.  envoy  extraordinary,  Sfc.  Mexico. 

MR.  WEBSTER  TO  MR.  PETTOX'. — EXTRACTS. 
[private.] 

Washington,  Jan.  6,  1842. 

Dr,  ar  sir:  Your  letter  to  the  president,  of  the  21st 
of  December,  has  been  read  by  him  with  great  inte- 
rest and  anxiety,  although  it,  was  not  the  first  commu- 
nication upon  tiie  subject.  Letters  bad  been  pre- 
viously received  from  General  Combs,  and  informa- 
tion communicated  from  other  quarters,  upon  which 
immediate  steps  were  taken.  A special  messenger 
has  been  despatched  from  this  department,  witli  an 
instruction  to  our  minister  at  Mexico,  of  which  I 
enclose  a copy.  The  president  will  interfere  for  the 
life  and  safety  of  young  Combs,  to  the  full  extent  of 
his  duty.  You  must  be  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  the 
question,  at  least  as  it  presents  itself  to  us,  without 
more  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

The  president  wishes  the  most  effectual  means  ta- 
ken, consistent  with  justice  and  propriety,  to  secure 
his  safety.  * On  receipt  of  this,  if  you  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  object  in  view  would  be  pro- 
moted by  sending  a private  agent  from  New  Orleans, 
to  co-operate  with  the  American  minister  in  Mexico, 
the  president  is  willing  that  such  agent,  tobs  select- 
ed by  you,  should  be  immediately  despatched;  and 
his  necessary  expenses  will  be  defrayed  by  this  de- 
partment. He  cannot  receive  any  public  character, 
as  we  have  a minister  on  the  spot;  but  the  presi- 
dent’s great  desire  to  do  all  that  can  he  done,  leads  - 
hirn  to  say  that  if  you  think  a private  agency  might 
be  useful,  he  wishes  it  to  be  instituted,  and  that  you 
would  select  such  person  as  you  deem  the  fittest  for 
such  duty.  He  the  more  readily  submits  this  part  of 
tiie  case  to  your  discretion,  as,  before  this  communi-  j 
cation  shall  reach  New  Orleans,  you  may  very  pro- 
bably be  in  possession  of  much  more  information 
than  has  yet  reached  us;  and  there  are  likely  to  be 
many  citizens  of  New  Orleans  who  are  acquainted 
at  Mexico. 

As  this  agent  will  have  no  public  character,  he 
can  only  act  under  direction  of  the  American  minis- 
ter, to  whom  lie  will  rennrt  himself  on  his  arrival. 
Anu  the  main  advantage  to  be  expecieu  irom  such 
agency  is  this:  that  a person  of  respectability  and 
address,  well  acquainted  with  Mexico,  its  manners 
and  language,  and  perhaps  with  its  present  authori- 
ties, and  acquainted,  also,  with  the  character,  family, 
and  connexions  of  Combs,  Kendall,  and  other  Ame- 
rican citizens  who  may  be  in  like  condition,  may,  by 
unofficial  means  and  personal  efforts,  co-operate  use- 
fully with  Mr.  Ellis.  If  you  think  it  advisable,  on 
the^  whole,  that  such  agent  be  employed,  you  will 
give  a copy  of  this  letter  as  his  instructions. 

The  collector  of  New  Orleans  will  have  instruc- 
tions to  convey  Mr.  McRae  to  the  fittest  port  in 
Mexico,  by  the  revenue  cutter  or  other  the  most 
prompt  mode;  and  if  you  should  think  it  useful  that 
sucli  private  agent  as  is  above  mentioned,  should 
proceed  to  Mexico,  he  may  use  the  same  convey- 
ance. You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  that,  although 
not  applied  to  by  his  friends,  Mr.  Kandall’s  case  has  ; 
not  been  overlooked;  and  it  is  the  president’s  wish, 
that  if  any  other  American  citizen,  innocently  in 
company  with  the  expedition,  should  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans,  an  equal  interference 
may  be  made  in  his  behalf.  1 am,  &c. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Balic  Peyton,  esq.  U.  S.  diet,  attorney,  N.  Orleans. 

Department  of  state,  Washington  Jan.  6,  1842. 

Dear  sir:  Mr.  D.  H.  McRae  is  the  bearer  of  a 
despatch  from  this  department  to  Mr.  Ellis,  our  mi- 
nister at  Mexico.  He  has  left  this  city  for  New  Or- 
leans by  the  southern  route.  On  his  arrival,  it  is  the 
president’s  wish  that  you  give  him  the  most  speedy 
conveyance,  by  the  revenue  cutter  or  otherwise,  to 
such  a port  in  Mexico  as  may  be  convenient  for  the 
greatest  despatch  in  the  performance  of  tiie  duty  en- 
trusted to  him. 

I send  by  this  post  a letter  to  Mr.  Ellis,  to  your 
care,  which  forward  by  Mr.  McRae,  if  received  in 
season.  Yours,  with  regard, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  the  collector  of  the  customs,  J\'ew  Orleans. 

Mr.  .llvarez,  consul  of  the  United  Slates  for  Santa  Fe,  to 
Mr.  Webster. 

Independence,  Missouri,  December  15,  1841. 

Sir:  I address  this  to  you  to  make  known  my  ar- 
rival in  the  United  States.  After  some  repose,  which 


is  necessary  to  recruit  my  health,  impaired  by  a toil- 
some journey,  I shali  proceed  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, to  lay  before  the  president  and  yourself  the 
injuries  suffered  by  the  Americans  resident  at  Santa 
Fe  and  myself,  from  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities. At  present,  I forward*  the  accompanying 
printed  narrative,  which  I find  nearly  agreeing  with 
the  facts  as  they  transpired  subsequent  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Texian  expedition  in  New  Mexico. 

I am  charged  with  a statement,  signed  by  the 
American  residents,  which  it  shall  be  ray  duty  to  lay 
before  you  as  soon  as  1 can  be  allowed  a personal  in- 
terview. Your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  ALVAREZ. 

To  his  cxcelc'y  Daniel  Webster,  sec.  of  state  of  the  U.  S. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Legation  of  the  U.  States,  Mexico,  Dec.  Ifi,  1841. 

Sir:  Trusting  that  the  New  York  packet  may  not 
leave  \ era  Cruz  before  this  communication  reaches 
that  place,  I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  inform 
you  that  brigadier  general  McLeod,  who  command- 
ed the  Texian  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,Mr.  Van  Ness, 
his  secretary.  Dr.  Falconer,  Mr.  Navarro,  thirty  of- 
ficers, and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  soldiers,  pri- 
soners of  war,  entered  Chihuahua,  on  their  way  to 
this  capital,  on  the  22d  of  November.  They  were 
escorted  by  a guard  of  two  hundred  and  five  men. 

In  looking  over  the  daily  papers  printed  here,  I 
was  shocked  at  seeing  the  painful  intelligence  an- 
nounced of  the  Lite  of  three  of  those  young  men, 
whose  names  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. — 
Tiie  following  is  the  substance  of  the  publication  al- 
luded to  by  me: 

Irom  the  Siglo  XIX,  of  the  1 1th  December. 

“We  have  the  pain  to  announce  to  the  public  an 
act  of  barbarism,  committed  By  captain  D.  Damaso 
Salazar,  who  escorted  the  Texian  prisoners  to  Chi- 
huahua. Captain  Salazar  had  the  iniquity  to  kill 
three  of  these  prisoners  in  cold  blood,  because  they 
had  become  wearied.  It  was  reserved  for  Salazar  to 
eclipse  the  triumphs  of  Senor  Armijo  by  this  cruel 
and  brutal  action.  Every  one  is  indignant  at  such 
an  atrocious  act,  peculiar  only  to  a cannibal.  Don 
Jose  Maria  Elias,  colonel  of  the  army,  and  command- 
ant of  Paso  del  IVorte,  is  preferring  charges  against 
this  barbarous  captain;  and  Senor  Conde,  governor  of 
the  department,  is  very  much  mortified  by  such  an 
event,  which  does  so  little  honor  to  Mexicans,  whose 
humanity  is  their  principal  device. 

liy\p  hope  .that  such  a.  scandalous  act  will  be  pu- 
nished with  all  the  severity  of  the  law.  “ 

This  cold-blooded  and  barbarous  act  meets  with 
that  reprobation  and  indignation  which  its  atrocily  is 
so  well  calculated  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  all  hono- 
rable and  humane  men.  The  unfortunate  Texian 
prisoners  will  be  here  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
w'eeks.  I cannot  imagine  what  punishment  this  go- 
vernment will  intlict  on  them. 

The  uniform  practice  of  this  legation  has  been  not 
officially  to  interfere  in  the  behalf  of  persons  who 
have  placed  themselves  beyond  the  protection  of 
our  government,  by  entering  into  the  service  of  that 
of  Texas.  If  I am  mistaken  in  this  principle  of  pub- 
lic law,  I beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  how 
far  I can  proceed,  in  my  representative  character,  to 
serve  the  Texian  prisoners.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  the  lion.  Daniel  Webster,  see.  of  stale  of  the  U.  S. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  EXCHEQUER  BOARD. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  MANGUM,  OF  N.  CAROLINA, 

IN  TIIE  UNITED  STATES  SENATE  DEC.  30,  1841, 

In  opposition  to  the  project  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  an  exchequer  board. 

Mr.  Mangum  commenced  with  a promise  very  fre- 
quently made  in  congress,  to  occupy  but  a short  time 
in  tiie  remarks  he  had  to  oiler.  It  was  not  his  de- 
sign to  go  into  any  thing  like  a regular  dissection  or 
analysis  of  the  tremendous  projet  submitted  in  the  se- 
cretary’s report;  yet,  inasmuch  as  very  strenuous  ef- 
forts were  making  to  pre-occupy  the  public  mind  in 
its  favor,  Mr.  M.  did  desire  to  express  his  views  of 
the  scheme;  in  presenting  which  he  desired  it  to  be 
clearly  understood  that  he  spoke  for  no  interest, 
clique  or  party,  either  in  the  senate  or  out  of  it;  the 
opinions  he  should  express  were  his  own.  He  had 
not  only  abstained  from  all  consultation  or  compari- 
I son  of  views  upon  the  subject,  but  had  resisted  such 
1 consultation  when  proposed  to  him;  because,  looking 


♦This  paper  has  not  b -rn  found  with  the  let vr  at  the 
department  of  state,  but  is  believed  to  be  the  same  which 
has  appeared  in  the  newspapers. 
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at  all  the  past,  he  was  disposed  to  “let  by-gones  be 
by-gones,”  and,  regarding  the  actual  state  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  amount  of  the  public  distress,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  meet  gentlemen  who  should  propose  any 
feasible  measure  for  its  relief  in  a broad  and  catholic 
spirit.  On  all  this  subject  of  banking  he  held,  proba- 
bly some  peculiar  opinions;  he  did  not  set  so  much 
value  upon  them,  nor  did  he  deem  them  of  any  great 
consequence  to  others;  but  such  as  they  were,  they 
were  his.  There  was  one  reflection  which  could  not 
but  have  occurred  to  every  mind.  They  had  here 
presented  to  them  a paper  marked  by  consummate 
ability,  and  drawn  up  w'ith  great  labor,  the  produc- 
tion, as  it  was  said,  of  a gigantic  intellect,  or,  as 
others  had  expressed  themselves,  of  the  first  mind  in 
this  republic;  and  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  house 
had  vied  with  each  other  in  bestowing  upon  it  their 
highest  eulogiums. 

Immature,  however,  as  he  was  in  criticism,  he  was 
compelled  to  differ  in  his  judgment  on  the  logical  qua- 
lities of  this  production,  as  well  from  the  astute  and 
ingenious  senator  (Mr.  Buchanan)  from  Pennsylvania, 
as  from  the  able  and  learned  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Calhoun),  than  whom  no  man  in  this 
country  was  better  fitted  to  judge  on  the  closeness  of 
any  specimen  of  logic  submitted  to  him.  It  was  very 
remarkable  that  the  report  passed  over,  and  seemed 
studiously  to  avoid,  those  points  of  argument  connect- 
ed with  the  general  subject,  on  which  the  ablest 
minds  had  for  years  done  battle;  and  in  the  deduc- 
tions which  it  did  make,  so  far  from  exhibiting  the 
force  end  clearness  of  a logical  head,  it  presented 
most  obvious  defects  in  logic,  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  premises  laid  down  being  inconsecutive,  abrupt, 
and,  in  one  instance  especially,  monstrous.  There 
was  one  fact,  in  reference  to  the  plan  suggested  in 
this  document,  which  fnust  have  struck  all  who  wit- 
nessed the  proceedings  of  that  body.  Here  was  a 
project,  the  production  of  a mighty  intellect,  one  of 
the  first  minds  of  the  age — a mind  familiar  for  twen- 
ty years  with  the  public  affairs  of  this  country,  and 
closely  identified  with  a great  and  glorious,  and  victo- 
rious political  party — and  yet,  wonderful  to  tell,  with 
all  this  acknowledged  ability,  all  this  experience  and 
knowledge  of  pu.blie  affairs,  and  all  this  careful  ela- 
boration of  a great  and  all-iinportant  subject,  when 
the  result  of  its  labors  was  presented  to  the  senate, 
not  a man  had  been  found  who  would  rise  in  his 
place,  and  say  “I  will  take  it.”  A project  was 
thrown  out,  backed  by  enough  of  intellectual  power 
to  force  almost  any  principle  upon  the  assent  of  other 

J j -*  ---- 

members  of  that  body,  no,  not  one  so  poor  as  to  do 
it  reverence.  And  why?  The  case  was  plain.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  unite  things  essentially  incompati- 
ble— to  drink  at  once,  and  in  the  same  cup,  from  the 
mouth  and  from  the  sources  of  the  Nile.  And  here 
he  must  be  suffered  to  say,  that  the  course  of  the  ho- 
norable senator,  and  of  those  who  were  on  this  occa- 
sion associated  with  him,  habitually  cherishing,  as 
they  did,  the  most  exalted  respect  for  the  source  from 
whence  this  document  came,  was  such  as  entitled 
them  to  the  respect  of  every  candid  and  up-right  man. 
They  stood  manfully  by  their  principles,  be  they  good 
or  had,  and  were  too  honest  and  too  wary  to  step  into 
the  dead-fall  which  had  been  artfully  prepared  to 
catch  them. 

To  the  honorable  senator  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Tallmadge)  he  would  say  that,  although  he  was  will- 
ing to  do  any  thing  which  could  consistently  be  done, 
to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  was  pre- 
pared to  receive  and  consider  whatever  that  senator 
and  his  committee  might  propose  as  a substitute  for 
this  scheme,  yet  he  greatly  feared  that  their  efforts 
to  prepare  such  a measure  would  be  wholly  unavail- 
ing: bo  feared  so.  How  did  it  happen  that  nobody 
could  be  found  to  come  into  this  new  project?  Was 
it  not,  obviously,  because  old  principles  had  been 
abandoned?  “Whatever  motives  might  have  led  to 
the  presentation  of  such  a scheme,  whether  it  had 
been  conceived  with  a view  to  secure,  or  to  hold 
power,  it  was  althogether  a new  conception,  and  one 
that  seemed  artfully  suited  to  the  feelings  of  the  time. 
Such,  at  least,  would  be  the  opinion  of  it  entertained 
in  one  part  of  the  union.  If  Mr.  M.  were  to  set  about 
a dissection  of  this  remarkable  production,  ho  did  not 
know  that  it  would  be  worth  the  metal  which  might 
be  worn  away  in  the  operation.  Nobody  put  the 
measure  forth  as  a thing  to  be  adopted;  that  seemed 
not  even  to  be  thought  of:  as  it  stood,  it  was  repudi- 
ated on  all  hands.  In  endeavoring  to  speak  favora- 
bly of  it,  gentlemen  did  not  speak  of  it,  but  of  some- 
thing else — something  as  yet  in  nubibus — some  unde- 
fined creation,  whose  form  was  as  yet  a mystery. — 
After  all  the  long  consideration  which  had  been  given 
to  the  general  subject,  and  their  familiarity  with  all 
the  leading  points  involved,  here,  at  this  late  hour,  a 
project  was  presented  as  occupying  an  intermediate 
ground,  and  all  men  of  all  parlies  were  called  upon 
to  come  together  and  unite  in  supporting  it. 


For  a long  wreek  Mr.  M.  had  pondered  the  project, 
and  had  endeavored  to  divest  his  mind  of  every  feel- 
ing but  a desire  to  find  the  truth.  He  had  viewed 
the  proposal,  not  like  the  advocate  who  had  written 
this  report,  but  like  an  honest  man,  determined  to  do 
his  duty.  And  he  was  compelled  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  even  in  the  worst  of  times  this  govern- 
ment had  ever  yet  seen,  never  had  there  been  so  bold, 
so  reckless  a push  for  absolute  power,  as  was  now 
unblushingly  made  in  the  paper  before  the  senate. — 
He  repeated  the  assertion.  Never,  never,  in  the 
whole  history  of  this  government!;  had  there  been 
witnessed  a push  so  bold;  or  one  which,  if  successful, 
must  be  attended  with  consequences  so  vast,  and  so 
disastrous  to  the  liberties  of  this  land.  With  a go- 
vernment possessing  a power  of  patronage  which, 
even  in  the  feeblest  hands,  was  of  threatening  aspect 
to  liberty— a patronage  which,  spreading  itself  like  a 
polypus,  insinuated  its  attenuated  fibres  through  all 
the  interstices  of  society,  and,  by  its  tempting  power, 
operating  to  subdue  all  that  manliness  of  principle, 
that  hardy  virtue,  which  characterized  our  fathers — 
to  propose  to  superadd  to  this  threatening,  this  por- 
tentous amount  of  patronage  the  entire  money  power, 
and  this  to  be  managed  and  controlled  at  will  by 
those  hands  which  pull  the  wires  and  move  the  pup- 
pets of  party — if  he  believed  the  country  was  pre- 
pared for  such  a measure  as  this,  he  should  feel  a de- 
pression of  mind  which  nothing  could  cheer;  he  should 
look  upon  his  children  with  tears,  and  must  despair 
of  the  welfare  of  his  country'  for  centuries  to  come. 

What  a concentration  of  power  did  it  not  attempt 
to  achieve!  In  the  present  prostrate  and  down  trod- 
den condition  of  our  state  banks — he  spoke  of  that 
spurious  and  multitudinous  herd  which  had  sprung 
up  under  the  misrule  of  a late  administration — -in- 
stitutions rotten  throughout  and  tottering  to  their  fall; 
if  the  government  should  at  once  furnish  to  the  people 
a paper  currency  which  should  be  in  sound  and  gene- 
ral credit,  those  banks  would  pop,  one  after  another, 
like  guns  discarging  in  a burning  ship,  from  one  end 
of  the  union  to  the  other.  This  government  machine, 
fabricating  a paper  like  this,  was  to  spring  up  amid 
the  general  blight  and  barrenness  as  “a  vivifying  and 
fructifying  germ”  of  public  prosperity,  (he  used  the 
Inaguage  of  the  eloquent  author  of  the  report.)  Yes: 
no  doubt;  and  when  it  should  kave  germinated  and 
sprouted;  when  it’should  have  ‘put  forth  its  root  down- 
ward and  borne  fruit  upward,’  while  the  whole  land 
round  about  was  a barren  desert;  when  it  should  have 
spread  its  branches  far  and  wide  and  covered  the 
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were  to  lie  down  in  that  ‘tranquility  and  repose’  which 
the  writer  of  this  report  thought  so  desirable — the  re- 
pose, the  stillness  of  an  inexorable  mean,  mercenary- 
despotism.  To  such  a measure  Mr.  M.  never  could 
consent:  be  would  not,  should  not.  Could  any  man 
trace  the  consequences?  What  was  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  this  new  in- 
stitution? It  was  to  issue  a paper  circulation  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  millions.  Then  it  was  to  receive 
fifteen  millions  more  upon  deposite.  Here  was,  at 
once,  an  amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  enough 
of  itself  to  overflow  the  v/hole  country,  and  he  saw  no 
guards  in  this  bill  to  prevent  the  amount  being  ex- 
tended to  a hundred  millions  annually  by  its  dealing 
in  exchange.  Should  congress  establish  a high  tariff, 
or  even  but  a liberal  tariff,  whose  annual  importings 
should  now  replenish  the  now  empty  treasury  with 
an  income  of  twenty-five  million  dollars,  that  alone 
might  enable  the  government  to  raise  its  head  over 
the  dead  sea  of  our  prostrate  national  credit  and  wave 
the  wand  of  its  power  to  the  destruction  of  the  public 
prosperity.  Bnt  should  there  be  superadded  to  this 
a new  capita!  of  thirty  millions,  and  the  power  to 
trade  upon  this  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  mil- 
lions more,  subsidizing  every  thing  to  its  own  sup- 
port, wherever  the  wide-spread  machinery  of  this 
exchequer  should  have  been  extended  over  the  land, 
what  chance  could  possibly  remain  for  the  existence 
of  public  liberty?  Tlace  a man  of  even  moderate 
ability  and  of  thirty-five  years  of  age,  in  the  presi- 
dential chair;  put  in  his  hands  this  mighty  concentra- 
tion of  power,  political  and  fiscal,  and  if  he  did  not 
ride  roughshod  over  this  people  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  it  must  be  owing  to  his  own  virtue,  and  not  theirs 
who  armed  him  with  such  an  engine  of  oppression. 

This  capital  was  in  a strange  condition.  Not  a 
mail  reached  it  from  any  quarter  of  the  country 
which  did  not  bring  the  evidence  of  real  distress,  of 
the  most  appalling  suffering.  Our  proudest  cities,  so 
far  from  being  exempt  from  the  general  lot,  were 
the  very  theatres  where  calamity  was  most  severely 
felt.  It  would  be  an  interesting  inquiry  to  ask  how 
all  this  was  brought  about.  Mr.  M.  would  not  de- 
tain the  senate,  or  weary  those  who  understood  the 
case  as  well  as  he  did,  by  retracing  the  course  of 
events  which  induced  a state  of  things  so  deplorable. 
Congress  had  stricken  down  that  institution  which 
until  the  year  1836,  had  exerted  so  efficient  n power 


in  regulating  the  currency:  when  at  once,  the  bank 
mania  had  swept  over  the  land,  and  they  came  up, 
from  the  destruction  of  the  old  institution,  like  frogs 
from  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  until  the  country  was 
covered  with  them.  The  policy  of  the  state  govern- 
ments, meanwhile,  had  created  an  immense  debt, 
and  the  means  of  payment  did  not  exist;  and  thus 
the  people  were  reduced  from  the  condition  of  the 
brightest  and  palmiest  prosperity  to  the  deepest  dis- 
tress and  despondence.  The  expedient  which  had 
been  resorted  to  of  borrowing  foreign  capital  had 
produced  for  a time  a factitious  prosperity.  But 
while  the  nation  was  revelling  in  all  that  abundance 
produced  by  the  influx  of  borrowed  wealth — while 
all  was  going  on  gloriously  and  a stranger  would 
have  supposed  that  the  country  had  attained  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  national  strength  and  public  pros- 
perity, a sudden  reverse  was  experienced.  The  fo- 
reign debt  was  demanded:  the  means  of  meeting  the 
demand  was  not  te  be  found.  Individual  and  public 
distress  soon  spread  in  every  direction.  The  extre- 
mity of  the  pressure  gave  birth  to  the  revolting  idea 
of  repudiation.  If,  then,  to  the  refluent  current, 
which  was  fast  sweeping  away  the  means  of  wealth, 
we  added  this  hateful  doctrine  of  repudiation,  and 
the  still  more  anti-American  doctrine— and,  I may 
add,  in  my  judgment  the  atrocious  doctrine — of  re- 
peal of  charters,  and  the  destruction  of  vested  rights, 
and  add  yet  to  these  the  tergiversations  and  treache- 
ry, in  public,  and  the  falsehoods,  forgeries,  frauds 
and  all  the  other  forms  of  dishonesty  in  the  walks  of 
private  life,  was  it  any  wonder  that  men  who  pos- 
sessed capital  should  lock  up  and  hoard  their  re- 
sources, and  not  expose  them  to  a mass  of  population 
already  deeply  tainted,  and  more  and  more  imbibing 
the  poison  of  agrarian  principles? 

In  a state  of  things  like  this,  or  rather  upon  the  ap- 
proximation of  this  state  of  things,  the  American 
people  had  risen  as  one  man,  and  thrown  off,  by  a 
burst  of  indignation,  the  individual  whose  mal-ad- 
ministration  had,  as  they  believed,  brought  about  this 
unparalleled  state  of  corruption  and  distress.  They 
thought  that  they  were  about  to  substitute  for  his 
reckless  misrule  their  own  system  of  remedial  mea- 
sures. Every  one  knew  how  they  had  been  baulked 
in  that  expectation.  The  history  of  this  natural 
crisis  would  be  read  by  our  patriotic  children  with 
wonder,  as  a page  exhibiting  the  strangest,  most  un- 
accountable, and  most  useless  tergiversation  which 
the  whole  volume  recorded,  or  would  be  closed  and 
passed  with  loathing  and  repugnance.  The  people 
nacl  been  utterly  disappointed.  The  measure  pro- 
posed by  their  friends  in  congress  as  the  only  panacea 
for  the  public  ills  had  been  offered,  adopted,  and 
vetoed  at  the  extra  sesion.  And  here  Mr.  M.  must 
be  suffered  to  say,  that,  although  voting  for  that  mea- 
sure, lie  had  always  felt  great  doubt  in  regard  to  its 
immediate  efficiency.  He  had  had  his  own  misgiv- 
ings as  to  its  effecting  at  once  all  that  good  which  its 
friends  in  their  sanguine  moments  promised  them- 
selves, and,  perhaps  thoughtlessly,  promised  toothers. 
He  had  never  been  a friend  to  banks;  he  had  never 
touched  a bank  by  any  vote  of  his  until  last  summer. 
The  entire  system  was  bottomed  on  such  principles 
that  it  appeared  to  him  to  carry  its  own  death  within 
itseif.  The  measure  which  the  whigs  had  proposed, 
he  believed,  might  indeed  mitigate,  and  for  a time 
repress  the  evils  connected  with  it.  It  might  with- 
stand something  of  that  surgelike  force  with  which 
the  mad  excesses  of  the  system  were  sweeping  over 
the  country. 

But  there  still  appeared  to  him  to  remain  one  great 
desideratum,  which  nothing  had  as  yet  been  able  to 
supply,  and  that  was,  a principle  within  the  system 
itself  which  should  operate  to  check  excessive  is- 
sues, and  prevent  those  fearful  alternations  of  ex- 
pansion and  contraction  which  so  shook  the  system 
oi  public  credit,  and  spread  such  frequent  ruin 
throughout  the  mercantile  community.  If  any  such 
remedy  had  yet  been  discovered,  Mr-  M.  was  unac- 
quainted with  it,  and  it  certainly  had  never  been  ap- 
plied. Whatever  might  be  said  of  the  regulating 
power  exerted  over  the  state  institutions  by  a bank 
of  the  United  States — and  such  an  institution  did  ex- 
ert that  power  to  a certain  extent — yet  still  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  confidence  which  the  public 
might  repose  in  any  of  these  state  hanks,  they  were 
invariably  disposed  to  push  their  issues  to  extremes. 
Mr.  M.  was  no  bank  agent  nor  bank  machinist,  and 
he  admitted  that  tiie  tendency  of  a U.  States  bank,  in 
exerting  a regulating  power,  would  be  to  break  such 
of  the  state  banks  as  were  essentially  unsound — an 
operation  which,  however  salutary  in  the  end,  could 
not  but  be  attended  with  a vast  amount  of  private  dis- 
tress in  their  respective  vicinities.  The  mere  dis- 
placement of  capital  which  was  necessarily  involved 
in  subscribing  to  so  great  a number  of  banks  was  in 
itself  a great  evil,  and  must  necessarily  produce  great 
stricture  in  the  money  market.  Then  the  explosion 
of  rotten  banks  which  must  necessarily  accompany  a 
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reform  in  the  currency  would  be  productive  of  great 
calamity.  On  the  whole,  he  believed  that  the  com- 
munity had  gone  so  far  in  the  multiplication  of  banks, 
and  in  all  those  habits  to  which  this  gave  rise,  that  it 
would  require  a long  course  of  years  to  bring  the 
country  back  to  a sound  monetary  condition.  For 
these  extended  and  inveterate  evils  government  pos- 
sessed no  panacea.  It  might  do  something  by  the 
establishment  of  a well  regulated  national  bank,  but 
even  under  the  effect  of  such  a measure  many  evils 
must  still  continue  to  exist.  Nothing  could  effectual- 
ly redeem  the  nation,  nothing  could  ever  restore  the  * 
palmy  days  of  her  past  prosperity,  but  patient  labor, j 
general  habits  of  economy,  and  the  retrenchment  of! 
individual  expenditure. 

But  now  what  did  we  behold?  In  the  distress  and 
prostrate  condition  of  the  whole  business  of  the  coun- 
try— a condition  rendered  still  more  distressing  from 
the  defeat  of  every  plan  of  relief — we  had  now  a ] 
project  started,  of  which  he  would  again  say  that  j 
it  was  the  boldest  push  for  absolute  power  which  the 
people  of  this  country  had  yet  witnessed;  and,  fur- 
ther, which  was  the  most  protentous  bribe  to  be ' 
found  in  the  history  of  modern  times.  Yes,  a bribe;1 
the  most  open  and  barefaced  that  ever  was  offered. ! 
In  many  parts  of  the  country  the  people  were  sleep- 
ing on  a volcano:  their  condition  was  in  the  last  de- 
gree distressing  and  dangerous;  they  were,  in  fact, 
almost  beggared;  and  when  once  a man  was  made  a1 
beggar,  a very  slight  effort  was  sufficient  to  render  j 
him  a slave.  In  their  necessity  they  lifted  up  their  | 
eyes  to  the  government  for  aid.  And  what  was  it  j 
now  proposed  that  the  government  should  do?  Step  j 
forward  and  offer  them  a bank,  with  money  facilities  I 
far  greater  and  far  belter  calculated  fortiie  easement  | 
of  their  distress  and  the  relief  of  their  immediate 
wants  than  any  national  bank  which  their  best  friends 
had  ever  devised. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  it  might  be  worth  while  to  go  into 
a brief  comparison  between  a Bank  of  the  Uniled 
States  and  the  project  proposed  in  the  report  before 
the  senate.  A Bank  of  the  United  States,  when  first 
started,  naturally  displaced  a large  amount  of  capi- 
tal; it  produced  a great  money  stricture,  and  then  it 
-went  on  to  bank  on  the  existing  capital  in  its  hands 
and  in  the  country.  But  this  exchequer  board  added 
by  a stroke  of  the  pen  thirty  millions  to  its  capital, 
and  by  dealing  in  exchange  was  enabled  to  extend  it 
to  a hundred  or  a hundred  and  fifty  millions  more;  for 
such  were  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  so  long  had 
they  continued  and  accumulated,  that  its  business 
would  absorb  the  whole  of  that  amount.  Let  the  de- 
mon of  speculation  once  be  conjured  up  and  turned 
loose  upon  its  wikl.schcmes  of  adventure,  and  no  man 
could  set  limits  to  its  demand.  To  offer  to  a famish- 
ing people  a supply  like  this  was,  be  repeated  it,  the 
greatest  bride  which  the  history  of  modern  times 
could  show.  An  ambitious  president,  with  a term  of 
three  short  years  yet  to  run,  having  at  his  disposal  a 
drilled  corps  of  office  holders,  and  holding  under  his 
control  a subsidized  press,  ruling  over  a people 
whose  spirit  was  broken  by  a long  pressure  of  want 
and  calamity,  and  with  the  means  of  presenting  them 
with  an  immediate  relief  in  their  distress,  might 
perpetuate  his  power  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  resist 
hm. 

The  plan  proposed  to  add  to  the  business  capital  of 
the  country  a sudden  and  vast  increase,  to  be  effected 
by  a mere  stroke  of  the  pen.  The  immediate  effect 
would  be  sudden  and  universal  relief,  comparative 
case,  and  apparent  aliluence;  bat,  as  had  been  ably 
shown  by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  the  entire 
history  of  the  world  went  to  show  that  while  this 
was  always  the  first  effect,  the  certain  tendency  was 
to  depreciation,  and  the  final  issue  in  every  ease  had 
been  a general  explosion. 

What  a spectacle  did  the  senate  exhibit’  When 
the  parties  it  contained  were  just  upon  the  eve  of  a 
great  contest,  while  the  whigs  were  in  a position  in 
which  it  v/as  supposed  they  might  dictate  terms  to 
the  president,  and  while  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
seemed  to  exhibit  a disposition  more  yielding  to  the 
powers  that  be,  and  when  many  held  an  adverse  atti- 
tude towards  each  other  who  ought  to  be  fast  friends, 
there  came  in  this  project.  It  was  presented,  among 
others,  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Buchanan),  and  what  was  his  course?  Though 
strongly  disposed  to  regard  any  thing  from  (he  presi- 
dent with  a favorable  eye,  and  though  speaking  of 
him  personally  in  the  kindest  language,  lie  still  ex- 
pressed the  most  decided  opposition  to  the  measure. 
He  could  not  go  for  it;  and  why?  Because  he  .held 
the  project  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty.  And  the 
honorable  senator  apprehended  that,  should  a second 
Aaron  Burr  mount  the  presidential  chair,  an  engine 
like  this  might  tempt  him  to  perpetuate  power  in  his 
own  hand,  and  might  render  him  the  most  absolute 
of  rulers.  Certainly  the  temptation  would  he  great 
— the  bribe  was  enormous.  Thirty  millions  of  capi- 
tal springing  up  as  an  exhalation,  as  sudden  and  yet 


as  unsubstantial;  branches  spread  all  over  the  union; 
a productive  tariff;  the  Briarean  power  of  the  post 
office  department,  with  its  eight  millions  of  drafts,  a 
universal  system  of  rail  roads  and  canals;  and  all  this 
in  an  agrarian  and  mercenary  age,  it  did  certainly 
present  a mass  of  power  difficult  to  resist,  and  appal- 
ling to  contemplate.  Then  to  all  this  must  be  added 
the  entire  power  of  patronage;  the  ability  to  confer  i 
the  distinctions  of  place,  the  more  substantial  profits  | 
of  office,  and  all  the  weight  of  political  honors  and 
confidence.  Put  it  all  together,  and  Mr.  M.  would 
not  trust  any  mortal  man  with  its  possession.  If  even 
the  father  of  his  country  could  return  from  the  grave,  i 
and  would  ask  for  such  a trust,  Mr.  1VI.  would  not  put 
it  into  his  hands,  unless  he  had  first  received  a reve- 
lation from  heaven  that  he  would  live  forever. 

Pie  considered  it  as  among  the  worst  signs  of  the 
times,  and  a fact  well  calculated  to  fill  the  bosom  of 
the  patriot  with  despondency,  and  to  turn  his  eye 
with  doubt  upon  the  future,  that  this  project  was 
looked  at  in  the  country  simply  in  its  money  aspect.  1 
It  was  examined  and  discussed  solely  as  a measure 
calculated  to  give  efficient  relief  and  to  remove  men 
from  that  gridiron  of  suffering  on  which  they  were 
now  bound.  Certainly  it  was  a scheme  well  pitched  J 
to  suit  the  present  tone  of  the  public  mind.  It  exhi- 1 
bited  a shrewd  acquaintance  with  the  character  and 
present  condition  of  the  American  people.  The 
manner  in  which  the  project  was  in  some  places  re- 
ceived, and  that  too  where  there  was  an  accumula- 
tion both  of  knowledge  and  of  intellectual  strength, 
seemed,  in  this  respect,  to  justify  the  anticipations  of 
its  author.  Even  minds  like  these  could  look  at  it  as 
a money  measure  alone,  and  seemed  entirety  to  dis- 
regard tiie  deep  and  dangerous  tendency  which  lay 
concealed  beneath  its  surface. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  project" v/as  to  be  modified. 
It  was  to  return  from  the  committee  in  quite  a differ- 
ent shape.  Now,  if  his  honorable  friend  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Tallliadge),  who  was  at  the  head  of 
that  committee,  and  for  whom  no  man  entertained  a 
more  sincrc  respect,  and  on  whose  purity  and  patrio- 
tism, moderation  and  sagacity,  no  man  could  more 
implicitly  rely,  should  be  able  to  accomplish  such  a 
modification  of  the  scheme  as  should  strip  it  of  its 
more  dangerous  and  alarming  features,  Mr.  M.  would 
not  merely  receive  (be  proposal  with  candor,  but 
would  leap  to  its  adoption.  His  heart  would  rejoice 
within  him  at  the  thought  that  such  a thing  were 
possible,  but  he  greatly  feared  that  it  never  could  be 
accomplished.  That  master  mind  which  was  suppos- 
ed to  have  conceived  and  elaborated  this  production, 
seemed  to  him,  by  expressions  scattered  in  various 
parts  of  it,  to  present  to  the  senate  this  alternative, 
“either  take  this  or  submit  to  the  sub  treasury.”  If 
that  were  the  alternative,  Mr.  M.  would  not  hesitate 
for  a moment.  He  would  incomparably  rather  adopt 
the  sub  treasury  than  this  monstrous  Juggernaut, 
whose  murderous  car  would  make  its  way  over  the 
necks  of  a prostrate  people. 

In  regard  to  the  sub  treasury,  Mr.  M.  observed 
that  lie  had  first  formed  his  opinion  of  it  while  in  pri- 
vate life,  and  he  confessed  that  it  then  struck  him 
that,  considered  .per  se,  in  the  language  of  the  court, 
it  was  a measure  whose  benefits  were  more  enhanced 
by  its  friends,  and  whose  evils  were  more  exaggerat- 
ed by  its  enemies,  than  truth  would  justify.  As  a 
measure  for  the  restoration  of  the  currency,  he  con- 
sidered it  wholly  inefficient;  but  bis  chief  objection  to 
it  had  been  on  account  of  (hat  spirit,  of  solitude  and 
isolation  which  so  strongly  pervaded  it,  and  which  he 
did  not  deem  respectable,  and  which  went  to  divorce 
the  government  from  the  community.  As  held  up  in 
that  scheme,  the  government  resembled  the  captain 
of  some  ship  which  was  overtaken  in  a storm,  who, 
instead  of  sticking  to  his  ship  and  his  passengers, took 
to  the  life  boat,  succeeded  in  securing  himself  on 
some  rock,  unsubmerged  in  the  sea,  and  left  his  ves- 
sel to  her  fate,  to  be  shattered  on  the  reefs  or  to 
founder  in  the  waves.  To  this  feature  of  the  scheme, 
Mr.  M.  had  felt  the  utmost  aversion.  The  strenuous 
opposition  which  that  plan  received  from  (he  whigs 
was  directed  not  so  much  against  the  plan  itself,  as  it 
then  stood,  as  against  what  they  apprehended  it 
would  grow  to  be;  but  even  their  utmost  fears  never 
magnified  it  into  such  an  overshadowing  and  ail- 
grasping  institution  as  was  presented  in  this  bill. — 
True,  indeed,  it  was  of  the  same  species,  but  it  had 
not  attained  any  thing  like  the  same  size  or  strength. 
It  hid  its  face  modestly  behind  a veil,  so  that  its  fea- 
tures were  but  dimly  seen;  but  this  looked  out  impu- 
dently with  the  countenance  of  a harlot — it  stared 
the  public  in  the  face  without  a blush. 

The  certain  effect  of  the  adoption  of  this  scheme 
must  be  to  destroy  the  local  banks  throughout  the 
United  States,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the 
great  commercial  centres,  and  (.here  its  effect  would 
be  so  powerful  and  so  concentrated,  that  they  wouid 
be  profitless.  Mr.  M.  did  not  know  that  he  wouid 
I weep  many  tears  over  them.  Such  would  be  its  ef- 


fect in  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  New 
York,  and  such  it  might  have  been  in  Charleston — a 
city  which  might  have  enjoyed  a similar  distinction, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fatal  malaria  and  the  yel- 
low fever.  He  feared,  however,  that  the  climate  and 
the  God  of  Heaven  had  put  that  forever  out  of  the 
question. 

One  of  the  most  striking  things  attending  this  pro- 
ject was,  that  it  should  have  originated  in  the  Virgi- 
nia school  of  politics;  and  that  its  supporters,  if  it 
had  any,  should  be  found  in  that  quarter.  Mr.  M. 
felt  a deep  veneration  for  the  ancient  dominion.  No 
man  entertained  a higher  respect  for  the  principles 
she  incribed  upon  her  banner  in  ’98  and  ’99 — a period 
in  which  she  had  resisted  the  vices  of  the  age.  Her 
politicians  opposed  a United  States  bank,  because 
there  was  no  warrant  for  it  in  the  constitution.  Her 
patriots  had  ever  been  foremost  in  contending  not 
only  for  public  liberty,  but  private  right.  And  al- 
though, in  the  creation  of  such  a corporation,  they 
might  restrain  it,  fetter  it,  manacle  it,  in  any  manner 
they  pleased,  yet  still  its  inherent  power  appeared  in 
their  eyes  so  formidable  and  tremendous  that  public 
liberty  could  not  live  by  its  side.  But  here  there 
emanated  from  that  ancient  dominion  a system  in 
which  all  the  banking  faculties  were  fully  developed; 
a monster,  which  might  not  merely  act  upon  and  in- 
fluence the  government,  but  was  fixed  upon  it  as  a 
part  and  parcel  of  the  government  itself.  Yes,  it 
was  a Virginian,  who  could  advocate  a scheme  like 
this!  How  Virginia,  which  had  feit  such  dread  of  a 
corporation,  whose  charter  it  could  modify  as  it 
pleased,  could  ever  go  for  a project  like  this,  was  a 
thing  he  could  not  not  understand.  But  if  he  wit- 
nessed a course  like  this,  he  certainly  should  cease 
to  take  lessons  in  political  integrity  from  the  ancient 
dominion.  Not  a single  banking  power  could  be 
mentioned  that  was  not  fully  developed  in  this 
scheme.  Hero  was  the  power  of  issue,  the  power  of 
deposite;  and  the  power  of  lending  the  public  money, 
the  power  of  discount,  effected  by  an  evasion.  It  was 
that  the  kites  raised  under  this  system  would  remain 
less  time  upon  the  wing,  but  their  flight  would  be  ex- 
tended over  a wider  circuit. 

The  whole  plan  was,  in  fact,  nothing  else  but  the 
fiscal  corporation  of  his  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Berrien),  which  was  last  summer  left  exposed  to  the 
open  air,  with  all  the  winds  and  storms  of  Heaven 
beating  upon  it,  till  at  last  there  came  a thunderclap 
which  prostrated  it  in  utter  insensibility.  But  now 
behold  it  picked  up,  resuscitated,  set  upon  its  feet, 
and  removed  beneath  the  friendly  shelter  cf  the 
treasury  building.  Mr.  M.  could  perceive  no  points 
of  diversity  between  the  two.  The  fiscal  corpora- 
tion bill,  though  it  had  been  approved  at  headquar- 
ters, and  drawn  almost  by  executive  dictation,  never- 
theless encountered  the  presidential  veto:  and,  should 
the  present  bill  pass  both  houses,  he  would  not  risk 
his  life  upon  it,  but  he  would  not  mind  risking  a 
few  yellow  hoys,  that  this  bill  also  would  share  "the 
same  fate.  If  congress  could  not  get  what  the  pre- 
sident had  expressly  promised  them,  what  ground  had 
they  to  expect  that  of  which  they  had  received  r.o 
promise? 

The  course  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  Mr. 
M.  regarded  as  most  unkind,  in  determining  to  stand 
still  where  they  were,  and  compel  the  friends  of  this 
measure  to  come  to  them.  Would  it  not  have  been 
more  becoming,  if  a compromise  must  be  effected, 
that  each  of  the  parties  should  yield  a little  ground? 
It  seemed  very  manifest  that  this  measure  had  been 
framed  with  the  designed  object  of  securing  the  sup- 
port of  the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania  and 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  since  it  was 
an  amalgamation  of  the  original  conception  of  Pre- 
sident Jackson,  once  and  still  so  great  a favorite  with 
the  first  gentleman,  and  a scheme  of  the  honorable, 
senator  from  South  Carolina  himself.  The  two  seem- 
ed to  iiave  been  nicely  dovetailed  into  each  other. 
It  was  very  true  that  when  Jackson  threw  out  the 
intimation  of  such  a project,  the  United  States  hank 
was  in  the  height  of  its  power.  But,  although  the 
power  of  General  Jackson  was  irresistible,  not  only 
by  the  general  multitude,  but  by  those  who  stood  at 
the  head  of  society,  the  project  met  no  favor.  It. 
was  repudiated  on  all  hands,  and  in  all  quarters;  yet 
that  very  plan  was  the  basis  of  the  present;  measure. 
To  this  had  been  superadded  the  scheme  of  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina.  This  latter  plan  Mr.  M. 
had  never  particularly  examined.  As  might  be. ex- 
pected, it  was  bold  and  original  in  its  character,  and 
might  be  feasible.  This  was  substantially  the  same 
scheme;  for,  whatever  gentlemen  might  say  about 
the  difference  between  the  proposed  paper  issues  of 
this  exchequer  bank  and  a government  paper  money, 
to  all  practical  effect  there  was  no  difference:  for  this 
new  money  would  de  facto  rest  ori  the  faith  of  govern- 
ment alone,  and  would  be  as  completely  ircdeemable 
as  if  it  were  declared  so  on  its  face.  When  it  was 
issued  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one — when  it 
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grasped  every,  even  the  minutest  concern  of  private 
life — when  it  insinuated  itself  everywhere;  and  in- 
termingled itself  with  all  the  relations  of  society, 
how  could  it  be  expected  that  the  government  should 
redeem  it?  Was  it  ever  designed  or  expected  that  it 
should? 

Mr.  M.  said  that  here  there  was  an  administration 
professedly  whig,  which  came  forward  and  planted 
itself  upon  a measure  which  derived  its  origin  in 
part  from  the  very  highest  authority  ever  claimed  by 
General  Jackson,  and  in  part  from  the  intellectual 
ingenuity  of  another  scarcely  less  distinguished. 
Thus  it  stood,  with  one  foot  on  the  one  side  and  the 
other  on  the  other.  Under  such  circumstances  he 
confessed  that  he  had  no  hope  of  seeing  any  thing 
done  for  the  currency.  There  remained  a barrier 
yet  in  the  way.  Wiien  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  de- 
scended on  the  man  of  their  choice  all  their  expec- 
tations as  a party  were  at  once  defeated,  and  they 
found  in  the  chief  seat  of  power  a man  who  had  with 
them  no  sympathy.  Under  circumstances  like  these 
what  hope  could  be  cherished?  If,  indeed,  the  same 
vengeful  stroke  had  descended  on  another  head,  and 
bv  one  blow  the  first  and  the  second  choice  of  the 
people  had  both  fallen,  it  was  possible  that  some  of 
our  Lilliputian  politicians,  fellows  of  two  and  a half 
inches  high,  who  were  now  endeavoring  to  throw 
their  feeble,  attenuated,  gossamer  threads  round  about, 
the  manly  limbs  and  muscles  of  one  who  was  to 
them  as  an  intellectual  giant,  might  have  been 
marching  along  with  high  airs  of  pride  and  triumph 
in  the  whig  track  and  under  the  whig  banner.  But, 
alas!  he  lived — Richard  Cceur  de  Lion  yet  lived,  and 
the,  devil  was  unchained;  and  King  John,  instead  of 
looking  to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  was  busy  only  in 
the  effort  to  surround  the  common  enemy  with  har- 
riers and  palisadoes.  Yes,  he  lived,  and  Ins  cold 
shadow  was  thrown  across  these  Lilliputian  heroes, 
and  they  shrunk  and  shivered  in  the  chilling  shade. 
Though  we  had  a Tiber  and  a Goose  creek,  we  had 
no  Tarpeian  rock;  but  had  he  thrown  himself,  Cur- 
tius-like,  into  the  gulf,  and  nobly  perished  for  the 
salvation  of  his  country,  there  might  have  been  some 
hope  that  these  gentry  would  have  conducted  the  go- 
vernment on  the  principles  which  the  people  had 
sanctioned.  Arid  who  cou'd  tell? — perhaps  there 
might  be  a hope  yet.  [A  laugh. J 

When  the  government  treasure  was  entrusted  to 
existing  corporations,  there  was  something  of  a mu- 
tual liability  between  them;  but  here,  in  this  bill, 
we  found  an  immense  machinery,  Hooding  the  coun- 
try with  million  upon  million,  and  no  power  any- 
where but  in  the  will  of  the  soverign  to  control  it. 
In  a free  government  Mr.  M.  would  never  consent  to 
trust  such  a power  anywhere.  While  private  claims 
of  the  clearest  and  most  indubitable  justice  were 
constantly  rejected  from  year  to  year,  because  the 
government  could  not  be  sued,  would  they  invest 
with  the  like  prerogative  of  unstiepbility  an  institu- 
tion with  all  the  powers  to  he  enjoyed  by  this  ex- 
chequer. For  one,  he  never  would  consent  to  it. 

He  had  said  that  it  was  n.ot  his  intention  to  go  into 
an  analysis  of  the  bill,  yet  there  were  really  one  or 
two  things  in  it  which  had  so  forcibly  struck  his 
mind,  and  which  so  palpably  demonstrated  the  illo- 
gical character  of  the  much  vaunted  argument  in 
the  report,  that  lie  could  not.  but  refer  to  them. 

The  first  occurred  in  page  2 of  the  printed  report, 
where  it  was  asserted  that  this  exchequer  board  was 
no  bank,  because  it  did  not  collect  its  capital  by  sub- 
scription— just  as  if  that  feature  were  essential  to 
the  existence  of  a bank.  Might  not  a bank  be  in- 
corporated and  endowed  with  all  banking  faculties 
where  this  requisite  was  wholly  wanting?  What 
were  the  banks  of  Alabama?  II'  this  reason  was  a 
sound  one,  they  were  no  banks  at  all,  (a  state  of 
things  which  the  people  of  that  state  might  well  de- 
sire to  be  the  case).  [A  laugh].  This  was  a speci- 


nr>  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  because  neither 
the  president  nor  his  secretary  could  touch  a dollar 
in  the  treasury  without  an  appropriation.  Why,  had 
not  tli is  always  been  the  case?  Yet  what  had  been 
the  ground  taken  by  the  whig  party  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites?  What  had  been  the 
outcry  on  that  occasion  of  this  secretary  himself — 
both  master  and  man?  Although  every  petty  loco 
foco  paper  in  the  country  had  defended  the  act  on 
Ibis  very  ground,  that  Gen.  Jackson,  could  not  him- 
self touch  a dollar  of  the  public  money  unless  by  the 
appropriation  of  congress,  did  the  whigs  admit  that 
reasoning  was  valid?  Did  they  not  still  contend  that 
that  act  effected  a union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword? 
And  was  not  the  case  the  same  now?  In  this  fallacy 
there  were  two  untruths  involved;  nay,  three.  In 
the  first  place,  the  principle  was  unconstitutional.  It 
was  said  that  neither  the  president  nor  the  secretary 
could  touch  a dollar  of  the  public  money.  But  this 
government  had  fallen  into  decay,  and,  though  com- 
merce had  become  quite  too  mercenary  a concern 
for  the  aristocracy  of  the  present  day,  as  a substitute 
they  turned  their  attention  to  banking,  and  as  the 
revenue  was  collected  at  dilferent  points,  and  had  to 
pass  through  the  hands  of  subordinate  functionaries, 
every,  whipper-in  of  a custom-house  might  appro- 
priate the  whole  amount  to  the  purchase  of  exchange. 
The  argument  entirely  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
entire  revenue  might  he  seized  upon  without  a dol- 
lar being  appropriated.  If  this  was  an  example  of 
the  severe,  consecutive,  impregnable  logic  of  the 
report,  he,  for  one,  must  have  more  capacity  before 
he  could  be  able  to  appreciate  it.. 

Mr.  M.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  the  bank  in  this 
bill  was  ultra,  beyond  any  United  States  bank  that 
had  ever  been  thought  of.  When  Caesar,  at  the 
head  of  his  victorious  legions,  broke  into  the  temple 
of  Vesta,  and  seized  the  public  treasure,  he  had  not 
in  Ids  hands  a power  so  gigantic  as  that  which  was 
conferred  by  this  bill.  It  was  the  long-sought  philo- 
sopher’s stone;  the  lamp  of  Aladdin  was  no  touch  to 
it.  It  converted  reams  of  paper  into  gold,  merely 
by  putting  it  under  the  press  of  the  government. 

With  all  this  gigantic. scheme,  c ncocted  and  ela- 
borated by  ihe  master-mind  of  the  age,  backed  by 
all  this  force  of  argument,  and  defended  by  all  these 
illogical  conclusions,  he  would  not.  say  that  there 
was  a man  in  this  senate  who  would  not  take  it,  but 
this  he  would  say,  there  was  none  here  who  had 
nerve  enough  to  say  “I  will  take  it:”  “ Expcile  Her- 
calem.”  Here  might  be  seen,  on  a narrow  strip  of 
land,  which  separated  on  one  side  the  calm,  deep 
blue  sea  of  the  whig  principles  and  doctrines,  on 
whose  bosom  were  upborne  the  destinies  of  free- 
dom and  the  hopes  of  a gazing  and  expectant  world, 
from  the  ragingsea  of  democracy,  whose  wild  surges 
were  roaring  and  dashing  on  the.  other,  the  foot-print 
of  Hercules — but  not  the  whole  impress  of  the  foot; 
for  so  narrow  was  the  frail  and  sandy  verge,  and  so 
nearly  did  the  waters  on  the  one  side  encroach  upon 
its  limits  and  threaten  to  mingle  with  those  upon  the 
other,  that  there  was  not  room  for  the  giant  to  tread 
without  having  a portion  of  his  foot-print  obliterated 
by  the  waves. 

And,  finally,  next  to  the  daring  and  presumptuous 
attempt  at  the  subjugation  of  t lie  people  by  the  se- 
ducing influence  of  the  money  power,  that  which 
most  offended  Mr.  M.  in  this  document  was  the 
spirit  of  base  and  vile  subserviency  and  flattery  to- 
wards the  president  which  every  where  marked  its 
pages,  and  which  presented  the  revolting  spectacle 
of  a gross  and  mercenary  adulation,  in  the  face  and 
at  the  sacrifice  of  principle,  nobly  avowed  and  de- 
fended for  twenty  years! 

But,  said  Mr.  M.  I have  too  long  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate  with  this  desultory  and  disin- 
tegrated and  disconnected  rigmarole.  I had  intend- 
ed to  say  more,  but  as  it  is  always  my  desire  to  speak 


men  of  the  incontrovertible  logic  for  which  this  pa-  with  great  tenderness  and  respect  of  the  functiona- 


per  had  been  so  highly  praised,  and  praised  too  by 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  whose  searchir 
eye  any  one  would  have  supposed  no  insecutive  con- 
clusion could  have  escaped.  But  he  supposed  that 
the  senator  had  been  so  much  gratified,  and  so  en- 
tirely engrossed  by  the  concessions  in  the  report, 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  look  with  a very  micro- 
scopic gaze  upon  its  other  features. 

Again,  in  page  8,  it  was  contended  that  this  was 
no  government  bank,  because  it  did  not  discount. 
Now,  here  was  a doubled  and  twisted  fallacy:  the 
reason  given  was  untrue  in  principle  and  untune  in 
fact.  Untrue  in  fact,  for  confessedly  the  board 
would  discount  bills  of  exchange;  and  untrue  in 
principle  because  a hank  may  exist  without  this  pow- 
er. Here  was  another  instance  of  the  impregnable 
logic  of  the  report,  another  evidence  of  that  gigan- 
tic intellect  whose  impress  was  said  to  distinguish 
every  word  and  line. 

The  third  fallacy  mightbe  found  on  pages  5 and  C, 
where  the  secretary  insisted  that  the  bill  proposed 


ries  of  government,  [loud  laughter],  I shall  forbear, 
and  will  now  resume  my  seat. 
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SENATE. 

January  20.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore the  body  a message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  compliance  with,  a resolution  of  the 
lltli  instant,  calling  for  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mutiny  and  murder  on  board  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Creole,  while  on  her  passage  from  Rich- 
mond to  New  Orleans. 

A number  of  petitions  against  the  regular  post- 
ponement of  the  bankrupt  law  were  presented  by 
several  senators  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  officers 
of  the  army,  &c. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  I Pi!  limns, 

Resolved.  Tim  die  secretary  of  he  navy  bp  directed 
ro  report  to  the  sena'e  the  pay  and  enr  laments,  if  any 
in  dollars  and  cents;  per  rintfurri,  Of  die  officers  in  the 
naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  of  ail  trades,  dis'inetiish- 
iii2  the  pnv  ' f each  cratle.  and  the  pc  u officers  and  sea- 
men in  the  sice  service,  with  like  inio-nri'lon  in  refe- 
rence to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps  in 
the  British  service;  and  also  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
officers  and  men  in  the  naval  service  of  the  U.  States, 
" idi  the  number  of  each  in  the  latter  service  in  the  year 
1841. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  to  proceed  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesterday,  when  the  treasury  note  bill  was 
called  up. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  he  regretted  the  motion  which 
had  been  submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, for  the  reason  that  it  gave  rise  to  a discussion, 
and  incidentally  brought  up  the  whole  question  of  ex- 
penditure and  receipt.  The  whole  question  was, 
whether  we  would  increase  Ihe  public  debt  five 
millions  of  dollars.  It  was,  therefore,  a material 
question  to  consider,  and  calculated  to  give  rise  to  a 
discussion.  By  substituting  the  treasury  notes  for 
the  loan  we  increased  the  debtof  the  government  to 
Ihe  amount  proposed.  The  treasury  notes,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  loan,  were  not  now  wanted,  because  the 
head  of  the  department  did  not  ask  more  than  be- 
tween three  and  four  millions  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year.  He  regretted  that  the  amendment  had 
been  proposed. 

The  house  of  representatives,  which  properly  held 
the  purse-strings  of  the  country,  had  recommended 
the  proviso  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  strike  out. 
By  doing  this,  we  held  out  to  the  country  that  we 
were  increasing  the  liabilities  of  the  government. 
We  hold  out  Ihe  idea  also  that  treasury  notes  were 
not  worth  as  much  as  the  loan,  and  thus  depreciated 
our  own  paper. 

Mr.  TVeodbury  contended  that  the  expenditures  of 
the  government  could  be  reduced  to  a sum  below 
twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  The  hate  adminis- 
tration proposed  to  decrease  the  expenditures  much 
below  this  amount — to  a sura  of  even  seventeen  and 
eighteen  millions  of  dollars.  He,  as  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department,  was  in  earnest  when  lie  pro- 
posed these  reforms.  When  the  tariff  was  reduced 
he  had  then  proposed  to  reduce  the  expenditures,  in 
order  to  make  them  conform  with  the  receipts  of  the 
government.  In  regard  to  expenditures,  too,  they 
should  be  brought  down  to  eighteen  or  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  then,  if  this  was  done,  there 
would  be  money  enough  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  extremely  regretted  the  amend- 
ment had  been  proposed.  There  was  a disposition 
to  let  the  bill  pass  on  this  side  of  the  senate  if  this 
amendment  had  not  been  incorporated.  If  it  was 
persisted  in,  it  was  obvious  that  it  would  become 
the  question  of  the  session,  and  not  only  be  discussed 
here,  hut  at  length  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
The  treasury  was  exhausted,  and  he  did  not  choose 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  delaying  it.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  would  not  take  the  responsibility  of  this 
delay.  It  was  admitted  that  this  money  was  not 
wanted  for  the  present  quarter,  and  that  there  would 
be  money  enough  in  the  treasury  then  for  the  second 
quarter,  in  part  at  least.  The  question  proposed 
was  nothing  more  than  to  create  a new  debtof  five 
millions  of  dollars.  It  was  nothing  more  than  to  in- 
crease the  debtof  the  government  annually  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  a propo- 
sition to  increase  the  taxes  to  this  amount.  We 
were  not  prepared  for  this,  nor  were  we  prepared 
for  the  discussion  which  would  be  likely  to  follow  if 
it  was  persisted  in.  lie  therefore  appealed  to  the 
senator  from  Maine  to  prevent  the  discussion  by- 
withdrawing  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Evans,  in  reply,  said  the  senator  had  made  a 
pretty  strong  personal  appeal  to  him  not  to  press  this 
amendment.  The  senator  knew  that  it  was  not  un- 
der his  control;  that  he  was  but  the  organ  of  the 
committee,  and  could  not  control  the  amendment  in 
any  way.  Mr.  E.  also  showed  the  effect  of  inserting 
this  proviso,  and  of  striking  it,  as  proposed,  from  the 
bill.  The  very  evils  complained  of,  he  showed, 
would  come  if  the  bill  was  not  passed. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  amendment,  when  there  appeared  for  it: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer.  Barrow.  Rots,  Bayard.  Ber- 
rien, Choate.  Clay,  Evaus,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangam.  Merrick,  Milk  ",  Morehead,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Suiiili,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallrnadge, 
While,  Wood  bridge— 24. 

, NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Mouton,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wri»ht 
Young— 21 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  in  the  amendments,  and  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Woodbury  said  the  senator  from  Missouri  had 
an  amendment  to  offer  to  the  bill,  and  he  also  de- 
signed to  offer  one.  And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  21.  Sezeral  memorials  in  relation  to  the 
bankrupt  law  generally  against  any  interference  with 
it  were  presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Phelps  said  that,  in  presenting  his,  that  he 
would  state  that  although  his  constituents  felt  but 
little  interest  in  the  subject,  and  would  not  be  affect- 
ed at  all  by  it,  the  memorials  presented  from  Ver 
mont  and  the  voice  of  the  state  had  been,  so  far, 
without  a solitary  exception,  in  favor  of  the  law. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  taken  part  in  the  debate,  for 
the  reason  that  he  occupied  a somewhat  delicate  po- 
sition in  differing  from  his  colleague,  whose  opinions 
he  at  all  times  respected.  Upon  a future  occasion  he 
would  state  his  opinions  somewhat  at  large  in  refer- 
ence to  this  measure.  His  own  constituents  were 
not  much  interested  in  this  bill,  perhaps  as  little  in- 
terested as  any  people  in  the  United  States.  He 
should,  however,  deeply  regret  to  see  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  so  far  trifle  with  its  legislation  and 
with  the  hopes  of  the  people,  expecting  and  awaiting 
the  benefits  of  this  lav/,  as  to  go  for  a repeal  of  the 
law.  If,  after  more  experience,  the  law  should  prove 
a bad  one,  he  would  then,  with  the  evidence  before 
him  of  its  inefficiency,  go  for  repeal.  But  now,  once 
for  all,  he  would  say  that  if  there  was  any  measure 
which  was  called  for  by  the  country,  it  was  this  pre- 
cise measure.  Nothing  upon  the  face  of  the  consti- 
tution, iri  his  opinion;  exhibited  more  the  wisdom  of 
the  framers  of  that  instrument  than  this  very  power 
to  establish  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States.  He  would  venture  to  predict, 
and  if  this  law  was  abrogated  he  feared,  that  the 
states  wouid  resort  to  such  extravagant  measures  of 
legislation  as  had  never  before  been  heard  of. 

Mr.  Linn  from  the  select  committee  on  the  terri- 
tory of  Oregon,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  adop- 
tion of  means  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the  territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain 
portions  of  the  laws  of  the  union  over  the  same,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  resolutions  had  been  presented 
this  morning  from  the  state  of  Alabama  similar  in 
their  character  as  those'  adopted  by  another  state. — 
He  was  sorry  those  states  should  have  taken  this 
stand.  It  would  become  necessary  to  make  some 
provision  by  law;  and  he  would  therefore  submit  a 
resolution,  which  would  iie  over  until  to-morrow, 
viz: 

Kesohed,  That  ll.e  Committee  on  die  public  lands  be 
msi'iucfdd  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  providing'  by 
law  that,  When  ver  any  state  or  states  shall  refuse  the  r 


the  federal  government  in  controlling  the  currency; 
and,  Until  these  powers  were  rettbred.  the  evils  would 
not  be  got  rid  of.  The  banks  had  entrusted  their  busi- 
ness to  those  utterly  incapable  of  managing  it,  and 
who  had  no  interest  in  the  corporation,  and  whose 
interests  were  opposed  to  the  stockholders.  There 
was  but  one  remedy  for  this,  and  that  was,  to  hold 
the  sword  over  these  institutions.  Banks  that  con- 
tinued to  suspend  should  go  into  a state  of  liquidation. 
Eighty-six  millions  of  dollars  in  paper  were  now  in 
circulation,  and  some  of  it  of  the  most  worthless 
character.  So  bad  was  the  existing  state  of  things 
that  an  obscure  broker  in  Richmond  could  draw  a 
bill  upon  an  obscure  broker  here,  and  these  bills 
passed  as  currency.  Even  in  this  town,  under  the 


The  senator  (a'k-  of  the  public  lands  as  though 
they  were  thrown 'awav.  Did  not  the  states  receive 
them?  Did  not  the  people  have  (he  benefit  of  them? 
But  why.  lie  asked,  this  covert  attack  upon  the  land 
bill  when  another  bill  is  under  consideration.  We. 
will  meet  you  openly  and  fairly  (said  Mr.  Clay) 
when  this  question  comes  before  the  senate.  It 
would  he  remembered  that  when  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Woodbury)  sat  at  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue  begging  and  lamenting  over  the  necessities  of 
the  government,  that  he  recommended,  and  twice  in 
one  session  of  congress,  Ihe  issue  of  treasury  notes. 
Did  we  make  any  opposition  to  them?  No.  Even 
though  opposed  to  them  in  principle,  we  submitted 
to  them,  and  now  he  would  say,  rn  passant,  that  he 


very  eye  of  the  government,  the  worst  of  rags  passed  : was  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  issuing  treasti 
as  money  and  performed  the  functions  of  a currency.  1 ry  notes,  and  that  he  could  not  vote  for  this  hill,  un- 
Such  a state  of  things  Mr.  B.  expressed  himself  ex-  less  Iris  vote  was  necessary  to  save  if.  But  how  was 
tremely  anxious  to  remedy,  but  he  could  not  do  so  it  with  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire?  Notwith- 
in  the  form  proposed  by  the  senator  from  Missouri—  standing  he  had  worked  like  a beaver  [laughter]  scs- 
regarding,  as  he  did,  the  amendment  to  be  out  of  or- j sion  after  session,  to  procure  (he  passage  of  trea- 


der  and  out  of  place. 


sury  notes,  he  was  now  found,  even  when  the 


Mr.  King  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  country  was  suffering,  embarrassing  the  passage  of 


proposed  by  the  senator  from  Missouri.  What 
he  asked,  was  the  object  of  it?  To  put  down,  as  was 
said,  a temporary  evil  by  a violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  He  could  not  consent  to 
this.  He  thought,  also,  that  the  amendment  was  r ut 
of  place,  and  appealed  to  the  mover  not  to  embarr.  ss 
the  bill  by  pressing  it  to  a vote.  In  conclusion,  he 
said  that  he  trusted  his  friend  would  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  withdrew  his  amendment — pledging 
himself,  however,  as  he  said,  to  renew  it.  the  very 
first  moment  a new  revenue  bill  was  introduced  into 
the  senate,  or  any  other  bill  which  could  properly  be 
presented. 

Mr.  Wright  then  proposed  a second  amendment, 
which,  iti  presenting;  he  said,  he  trusted  would  not 
embarrass  the  hill  or  lead  to  debate.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  in  a different  form  the  precise  object 
contemplated  bv  the  proviso  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives which  the  senate  yesterday  struck  from 
the  bill.  Mr.  Wright  then  called  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  his  amendment;  which,  being  ordered,  was  ne- 
gatived. yeas  17,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Woodbury  followed,  with  another  amendment, 
which  he  said,  he  did  not  otter  to  delay  the  bill,  but 
because  it  seemed  to  him  necessary  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  public  credit.  It  was  the  parelice  of  our 
fathers  to  maintain  the  public  credit  at  all  hazards, 
and  to  give  pledges  fir  its  payment.  He  proposed  to 
do  so  in  this  bill,  by  pledging  the  public  domain, 
which  had  been  given  to  the  states  for  a mess  of  pot- 


pn  portions  of  li.e  proceeds  of  die  public  Innus,  such  tage,  to  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 


proportion  siud  he  distributed  nmo:  g die  residue  of  the 
assenting  states. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution 
laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  which  he  should  so  mo- 
dify as  to  strike  out  the  words  “and  his  reasons  there- 
for,” with  a view  to  facilitate  its  passage. 

JVIr.  Hives  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  resolved,  and  inserting  as  follows: 

"That  (lie  secretary  ot  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
p ,n  io  die  senate,  by  u hat  means  adi  quale  provision 
caii  best  he  made  I'm-  meeting  the  necessary  expenditures 
of  ihe  government  in  the  piesenr  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, submitting  ms  pkms  therefor  in  detail,  with  evinian  s 
of  the  probable  product  oi  each  source  of  supply;  and, 
also,  to  what  extent  retrenchment  in  the  various  bra.ncli<  s 
oi  the  pub  ic  expenditure  is  likely  lo  arise  from  die  ces- 
sation or  diminution  of  charges  on  the  treasury  now  ex- 
isting, or  may  te  further  allcct,  d by  a wise  economy, 
adapted  alike  to  the  v\  ants  and  the  resources  of  the  go- 
vernment.” 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  condition  of  the  treasury  was 
such,  and  the  resolution  so  unimportant,  that  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  ask  for  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  moved,  therefore,  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table.  Yeas  27,  nays  19,  the  resolution  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 


Mr.  W.  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  following 
effect: 

"That  besides  the  general  revenue  from  custom?,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  are  hereby  specially 
pledged  for  die  redemption  ot  the  treasury  notes  issu  d 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  and  shall  be  applied  so- 
lely to  dial  use  until  the  debts  err  a'ed  by  said  notes  shall 
lie 'fully  satisfied,  and  lo  carry  that  purpose  into  eff  -i  t 
the  first  six  sections  of  the  land  distribution  bill  be  n- 
pcMed.” 

Mr.  Clay  replied  lo  Mr.  Woodbury , and  asked  what 
did  the  honorable  senator  do  when  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department?  His  policy  seemed  to  have 
changed.  In  point  of  fact  we  had  been  going  on 
with  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  our  receipts  for 
four  successive  years.  They  had  been  thrown  from 
one  year  into  another,  and  they  were  thrown  overby 
the  last  administration,  and  for  this  administration  to 
redeem.  The  notes  now  below  par,  and  which  we 
are  called  upon  (said  Mr.  Clay ) to  redeem,  are  the 
treasury  notes  of  the  preceeding  administration,  and 
until  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire  brings  up  his 
own  paper  to  par  from  its  present  depreciation,  let 
him  be  less  solicitous  about  the  treasury  notes  to  be 
issued  by  the  present  administration. 


The  discussion  of  the  treasury  note  bill,  as  the  un-  | But  whence  this  newborn  zeal,  said  Mr.  C.  in  re- 
finished business,  was  resumed  soon  after  one  o’clock,  j gat'd  to  taxation.  It  was,  he  admitted,  scandalous 
The  question  being  stated,  Mr.  Benton  proposed  an  j that  this  government  should  have  gone  on  four  years 
amendment  to  the  bill  in  the  form  of  additional  sec-  past,  and  was  going  on  now,  by  the  expenditure  of 
tions,  for  the  purpose  of  taxing  notes  and  paper  is-  i more  than  was  received.  1 axation  he  knew,  and 
sued  by  corporations.  J had  before  said,  was  the  remedy  for  this.  Carryout, 

The  amendment  being  read  by  the  secretary  of  the  then,  said  he,  the  spirit  of  the  compromise  act.  Look 
senate,  Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  its  favor.  Mr.  Calhoun  to  revenue  alone  for  the  support  of  government, 
opposed  it.  Mr.  Walker  was  in  favor  of  it.  He  asked  1 Do  not  raise  the  question  of  protection,  which,  said 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  if  any  one  doubted  the  taxing  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  I lnd  hoped  had  been 
power  was  in  the  government.  He  would  even  go  put  to  rest.  There  is  no  neeessitj  of  protection,  for 
farther  and  tax  all  the  gold  and  silver  ware  in  the  protection.  But  what,  asked  Mr.  C.  was  the  course 
country.  | of  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire  (for 

Mr.  Bayard  said  he  would  have  given  a silent  vote  I heartily  reciprocate  the  friendship  he  pr  ifessed  for 
had  not  the  yeas  and  nays  been  called.  He  was  very  me  the  other  day)  when  we  had  a tax  bill  under  con- 


free  to  say  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be 
found  indispensable  to  exereise  this  taxing  power 
with  a view  of  regulating  the  currency.  We  had 
901  banks,  with  a nett  circulation  of  §86,000,000. — 
Their  responsibilities  were  one  hundred  and  twenty- 


sideration?  Where  was  he  then?  Did  he  vote  for 
the  tax  bill  before  us?  Did  he  not  rather  choose  to 
sip  his  tea  and  coffee  a little  longer,  and  to  withhold 
the  tax  from  those  luxuries?  And  will  he  now,  continu- 


this  bill. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  that,  the  senate  would  bear  him 
witness  that  he  had  not  delayed  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  His  friends  had  proposed  lo  take  it  as  it  came 
from  the  house.  But  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  risen  for 
another  purpose;  and  that  was  to  say  that  the  trea:- 
sury  notes  were  always  at  par  when  the.  preceding 
administration  was  in  power.  Since  then,  treasury 
notes  were  depreciated,  and  the  government  stocks 
also  were  fit e cents  below  par.  Treasury  notes,  he 
repeated,  had  not  been  below  par  during  the  existence 
of  the  late  administration. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  it  was  perfectly  true  that  the 
senator  recommended  the  taxing  of  tea  and  coffee. 
But  the  vote  of  the  senator  was  not  in  accordance 
with  his  recommendation.  The  precepL  and  exam- 
ple were  not  in  coincidence.  His  report  arid  his 
vote  were  at  war  with  each  other.  Like  some  divines 
in  the  pulpit,  he  taught  one  thing  and  practised  ano- 
ther. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  he  thought  he  was  quite  as  con- 
sistent as  the  senator  was,  who  had  promised  retrench- 
ment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  wished  to  say  one  word,  since 
he  bad  been  referred  to  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  had  shown  no  newborn  zeal  in  regard  to 
taxes.  His  views  now  were  what  they  always  had 
been.  The  senator  was  mistaken  in  Mating  the  grounds 
of  his  opposition.  lit'  did  only  oppose  robbery  upon  the 
public  treasury  by  taking  avvav  the  lands. 

The  question  was  called  for,  and  taken  upon  Mr. 
Woodbury's  amendment,  as  follows: 

YEA" — M ssrs.  Alcii,  Benton,  Buchanan  Co  I lion  o', 
Fulton  King,  Linn,  Me  Role  rts,  Mouion,  Pierce.*  Se- 
ver. Smith  of  Corinecueii'',  Siu'rfi»<>n,  Tanpnn,  Waike'r, 
Willi  mis,  Woo  linin'.  WV-uh-,  Yotmr — 19 

NAYS — M'ssts.  Archer,  B now.  Bites,  Bayard.  Ber- 
r'en  Choate,  Clay,  Cl  lymn.  Evans.  G-ah  mi,  Hu  ning- 
t • Kerr.  Ma  igiuii  Menick.  Miller,  i\I  rehead,  P mips, 
Pin  ter,  Pre  itiss,  Preston,  Riv<  s.  Smili.  of  Indiana, 
S ur  ard,  Ta’liiiodste,  Whit-  , Wood  bn  due — 26. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  had  intended  to  have 
stated  his  views  before  the  en grossment  of  the  bill, 
but  would  forego  what  he  had  to  say  until  the  pass- 
age. He  therefore  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  carried. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  22.  Memorials  on  the  subject  of  the 
bankrupt  law  were  presented  and  referred.  Memo- 
rials also  for  increase  of  duty  on  certain  articles, 
for  indemnification  for  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  for 
establishing  a port  of  entry  at  New  Albany,  were 
presented  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier, 

Resolved,  That  die  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising 
such  persons  as  were  citizens  of  ihe  Unfed  Sia'ex,  but. 
who  have  found  ill  instlves  unexpectedly  citizens  of 
Texas  by  the  line  of  boundary  which  has  been  recently 
ma  ' c Iwt ween  the  Uniied  States  and  Texas,  to  return 
io  ilv  U ired  S ntes  « fib  p eir  slaves 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  followiug: 

Unsolved,  That  ihe  secretary  of  die  treasury  be  direct- 
ed lo  rep  >rt  to  die  senate  as  follows: 

1st.  A statement  showing  the  annual  amount  of  draw- 
back paid  on  the  expjrtniion  of  refined  sugar  from  the 
commencement  to  the  end  of  ihe  year  1842. 

2d.  A monthly  staietnent  of  such  payments  for  the 
year  1812. 

3 1.  The  estimated  amount  of  such  paymenis  for  tho 
year  1842. 

4 ; h.  The  amount  of  duty  annually  paid  on  imported 
brown  sii  mr  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  computed. 

5; !>.  The  annual  amount  of  fishing  bounties  and  al- 
lowances paid  since  the  commencement  ot  the  same, 
with  the  annual  amount  of  salt  tax  per  bushel,  and  die 
annual  irross  product  of  die  salt  tax,  and  ihe  Heir  pro- 


six  millions.  The  banks  had  usurped  the  powers  of  go  along  with  him  heart  and  hand. 


ed  Mr.  O.  consent  to  tax  these  articles?  If  he  will,  I ; <ju,.t  of  the  same  after  deducting  the  fishing  boamies 


I and  allowances. 
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6th.  The  estimated  amount  of  fishing  bounty  and  al- 
lowances to  accrue  from  the  year  1842,  and  the  gross 
and  nett  amount  of  salr  lax  for  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  bankrupt  bill  have  its 
second  reading  then;  which  motion  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  a second  time. 

The  discussion  upon  the  treasury  note  bill  was  re- 
sumed at  one  o'clock,  as  the  unfinished  business,  the 
question  being  “shall  the  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  when  we  were  called  upon 
to  impose  additional  burdens  upon  those  we  repre- 
sent, we  ought  to  act  with  the  greatest  caution.  To 
vote  taxes,  except  in  the  case  of  exigency,  was  no- 
thing more  than  the  severest  spoliation.  We  were 
called  upon  to  make  this  appropriation  upon  the  esti- 
mates of  the  department.  He  knew  too  much  of 
these  estimates  to  place  much  reliance  upon  them. 
He  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  because,  he  held  it  to 
be  unnecessary.  Retrenchment  and  economy  would 
save  more  than  this  amount  from  the  treasury.  It 
had  been  proposed  to  increase  the  expenditures  of 
the  navy  two  millions  of  dollars  over  the  past  year, 
and  he  was  not  ready  for  this.  Deduct  two  millions 
from  this  recommendation,  and  it  would  be  two  mil- 
lions saved.  These  appropriations,  at  least,  might 
go  over  to  the  next  session.  The  expenses  cf  the 
marine  corps  amounted  to  nearly  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  nearly  six  hundred  dollars  a head 
—two  hundred  dollars  a head  higher  than  the  army, 
cadets  and  all.  He  hoped  the  other  expenses  of  the 
navy  department  we  re  not  in  proportion  so  high  as 
this.  Between  the  reductions  which  might  be  made 
in  the  marine  corps  and  the  navy  two  millions  and  a 
half  might  be  saved.  Then  there  was  an  estimate  of 
sixty- five  thousand  dollars  for  surveys,  which  ought 
to  be  taken  from  the  sales  of  public  lands.  In  all, 
$263,000  were  for  surveys.  Then  there  was  a patent 
fund  of  $153,000,  which  lie  did  not  understand.  He 
presumed  it  was  for  patents  received,  and  ought  to 
go  into  the  treasury.  Then  there  was  a considerable 
amount  credited  to  trust  funds.  Then  the  head  of 
pensions  claimed  considerable  attention.  The  Tail- 
ing; in  was  at  the  rate,  he  had  heard,  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  a year.  This,  added,  made  a 
very  considerable  amount. 

He  had  turned  his  attention  also  to  the  treasury 
department,  and  there  found  over  a million  and  a 
half  appropriated  to  harbors.  This  was  the  most 
unjust,  unequal,  and  unconstitutional  of  ail  appro- 
priations, and  he  little  expected  to  see  such  appro- 
priations recommended.  Ail  added  together  would 
make  four  millions  and  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  half  a million  might  be  added  to  it.  But 
this  was  not  all.  Greater  reductions  could  be  made 
by  an  economical  administration  of  government. 
Congress  could  do  but  little  except  to  co-operate 
with  the  administration.  This  was  difficult  to  be  done 
he  knew,  but  nevertheless  it  might  be  done.  If  re- 
trenchment saved  us  five  millions,  economy  would 
save  us  five  more. 

The  expenses  of  this  government  were  of  three 
classes:  the  civil  list,  the  army,  and  the  navy;  and  all 
of  these  had  been  increased  enormously  since  1823. 
The  remedy  now  was  to  compare  the  present  with 
the  past,  mark  the  difference,  and  compel  the  diffe- 
rence to  be  accounted  for.  He  cited  1823,  and  in- 
tended to  make  that  the  standard,  because  that  was 
the  standard  for  him,  the  government  being  then 
economically  administered.  He  selected  1823,  also, 
because  in  1824  we  commenced  a new  system,  and 
that  of  protection,  which  had  done  so  much  evil. 
We  had  made  two  tariffs  since  then,  the  origin  of  ail 
evils.  Tiie  civil  list  rose  in  seventeen  years  from 
about  $2,000,000  to  $6,000,000 — nearly  a threefold 
proportion  compared  with  the  increase  of  population. 
In  congress  the  increase  had  been  enormous.  The 
increase  of  contingent  expenses  had  been  fivefold, 
and,  compared  with  population,  sixfold.  The  aggre- 
gate expenses  of  the  two  houses  now  amounted  to 
more  than  $250,000.  The  expense  of  collecting  re- 
venue had  also  been  enormously  increased.  From 
1823  it  had  gone  up  from  $700,000  to  $1,790,000 — 
an  increase  of  one  million  of  dollars.  The  expense 
on  collection  in  1823  was  but  one  per  cent,  now  one 
per  cent,  and  5 100.  Under  the  tariff  these  increases 
were  made  from  1824  to  1828.  Estimating  the  expen- 
ses of  collection  at  $300,000,  about  $1,000,000  would 
be  saved.  The  judiciary  had  increased  in  this  propor- 
tion, and  the  light  house  departmeut  also.  In  the 
war  department  in  1822,  (the  only  year  for  which  he 
had  estimates)  the  expenses  per  man  were  but  $264, 
now  tiie  increase  had  gone  up  to  $400  for  eachindi- 
vidual.  At  one  time  it  had  been  as  much  as  $480 
for  each  individual — $1,400,000  could  be  saved  here 
in  the  army  proper,  including  the  military  academy 
alone.  It  might  be  said  that  one  was  a cheap  and 
tiie  other  a dear  year.  For  otherwise;  meat  was 
never  cheaper,  clothing  never  as  cheap  as  now.  All 
this  resulted  from  the  expansive  force  of  a surplus 
revenue.  In  1822  he  had  reduced  the  expenses  of 


every  man  in  the  army.  All  this  had  been  done  by 
changing  the  organization  of  the  department — the 
administration  of  the  department  had  never  before 
been  considered;  and  he,  by  reforming  all  this,  pro- 
cured the  necessary  retrenchment.  Under  the  tariff, 
the  expenses  of  a musket  went  up  from  $12  to  $16. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  made  some  comparisons  be- 
tween the  expenses  of  the  British  navy  and  tiie  Ame- 
rican navy.  Mr.  C.  contended  there  should  be  no 
difference  in  the  expenses  of  the  two  navies.  We 
should  build  as  cheap  and  employ  men  as  cheap,  or 
we  should  not  be  able  to  compete  with  the  British 
navy.  If  our  navy  should  prove  vastly  more  expen- 
sive than  the  British  navy  we  might  as  well  give  up, 
and  he  recommended  this  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  senate.  Mr.  C.  followed  up  this  with  a table 
prepared  by  himself,  showing,  in  gross  amounts, 
where  the  expenditures  had  been  increased.  From 
his  figures  he  drew  the  inference  that  the  expenses 
might  be  reduced  very  much. 

He  called  upon  the  chairman  to  look  and  see 
where  the  pruning  knife  might  be  employed.  He 
contended  that  $17,000,000  were  sufficient  to  meet 
the  per  annum  expenses  of  the  government,  and  that 
this  sum  would  have  been  according  to  the  ratio  of 
population.  This  sum,  by  economy,  could  be  brought 
down  to  fifteen  millions,  and  thus  save  nine  millions 
over  tiie  (present  estimates.  This  could  be  done  in 
three  or  four  years — the  executive  leading  the  way, 
and  congress  co-operating  and  following  the  execu- 
tive. In  the  course,  of  three  or  four  years,  with  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment,  there  would  be  no  public 
debt. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  now  more  than  made  good  his 
pledge  to  bring  down  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment five  millions  of  dollars.  The  question  now 
was,  whether  we  should  pursue  the  loan  bill  and  bor- 
row money,  or  live  without  it.  Mr.  C.  insisted  that 
all  our  evils  had  grown  out  of  the  tariffs  of  1824 
and  1828.  The  tariff  had  been  seductive,  and  opi- 
nions prevailed  that  a tariff  was  a blessing.  Even 
sensible  men,  whom  he  had  heard,  had  argued  that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  a tariff,  even  if  the  money 
was  wasted,  than  to  have  no  tariff.  He  who  intend- 
ed to  raise  more  revenue  by  an  increase  of  duty 
would  find  himself  mistaken.  If  duties  were  raised 
to  twenty-five,  thirty,  and  thirty-five  per  cent,  smug- 
gling would  be  resorted  to,  and  to  prevent  this  an  in- 
crease of  expenses  would  be  necessary.  The  smug- 
gler would  undo  you  and  outdo  you.  Circumstances 
and  times  had  changed  since  the  late  tariff.  Better 
to  have  a virtuous  and  poor  community  than  the 
richest  in  the  world.  Better  to  be  a moral  people 
than  the  richest.  If  gentlemen  persisted  in  the 
course  ihey  had  pursued  at  the  extra  session  of  this 
congress,  no  man  could  foresee  the  evil  which  would 
come.  There  never  was  a wiser  saying  than  that  of 
Edmund  Burke,  that  the  finances  were  the  state.  It 
was  due  to  the  late  administration  to  say,  that  when 
they  were  going  out  of  power  the  expenditures  were 
in  the  course  of  reduction,  particularly  in  the  trea- 
sury department.  The  bill  before  the  senate  was 
out  of  order,  and  the  point  of  order  ought  to  have 
been  raised  before.  The  bill  before  the  senate  was 
not  a revenue  bill  as  it  came  from  the  house,  and  we 
had  made  it  one.  We  had  changed  the  form  of  the 
loan  bill  into  a revenue  bill,  and  here  was  the  point 
of  order.  He  entreated  that,  by  common  consent, 
it  might  he  made  in  order,  and  pass  this  evening. 

Mr.  Evans  rejoined.  He  said  it  was  not  his  object 
to  reply  at  any  length  to  the  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, or  to  refer  even  to  many  of  the  topics  which 
he  had  brought  forward.  They  required  mere  time 
and  reflection  than  could  now  he  given  to  the  subject. 
Above  ail,  he  desired  not  and  did  not  fee!  called  upon 
to  defend  the  late  administration  from  the  severe  re- 
buke which  it  had  received  from  the  senator. 

Mr.  Calhoun  interrupted  Mr.  Evans  and  said  he  did 
not  mean  to  rebuke  the  administration.  He  himself 
had  not  been  for  many  years  past  identified  with,  any 
party,  and  but  a looker  on  in  fact  rather  than  an  ac- 
tor with  the  two  great  parties. 

Mr.  Evans  continued,  and  remarked:  Well,  then, 
the  senator  blames  the  present  administration  for  the 
state  of  things  of  which  he  complains? 

Mr.  Calhoun , interrupting  Mr.  Evans  again,  said  he 
did  not  mean  to  be  so  understood,  lie  had  good 
feelings  for  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
and  administration.  They  meant  well,  he  believed, 
and  had  not  been  long  enough  in  power  to  correct 
the  evils  he  complained  of. 

Mr.  Evans  said  somebody  is  responsible  for  the 
state  of  things,  and  the  question  is,  who  is  it? 

Mr.  Calhoun , again  interrupting  Mr.  E.  said  that  it 
was  the  system  he  complained  of.  He  did  not  mean 
to  be  understood  as  speaking  in  a party  sense. 

Mr.  Evans  continued,  and  stated  what  had  been 
the  course  of  the  committee  on  finance  iu  relation  to 
the  bill  under  consideration.  He  had  not  proceeded 
far  in  defending  his  own  and  tiie  action  of  the  com- 


mittee in  reference  to  this  bill,  when  he  referred  to 
the  remarks  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  and 
said  he  had  taken  part  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, when  * 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  interrupted  him,  and  said  that 
his  position  had  not  bceu  such  as  to  prevent  extrava- 
gance. 

Mr.  Evans  said,  in  reply,  that  the  proper  time  to 
check  the  expenses  and  prevent  extravagance  was 
when  they  had  commenced. 

[Mr.  Calhoun,  (in  his  seat).  Not  when  the  trea- 
sury is  full.] 

Mr.  Evans  continued,  and  reminded  Ihe  senator 
that  he  had  been  here  and  sat  by  when  all  those  laws 
were  passed,  and  now  for  the  first  time  rose  to  com- 
plain. The  committee  of  finance,  he  added,  were 
but  providing  for  the  execution  of  the  laws  which 
the  preceding  administratian  had  passed;  and  now  it 
was  proposed  not  only  not  to  execute  those  laws  for 
the  future,  but  not  to  pay  for  expenses  incurred  under 
them  in  time  past.  He  would  deduct  from  the  ex- 
penses of  the  navy  and  the  marine  corps  two  millions 
and  a half  of  dollars.  The  bill  before  tiie  senate  pro- 
vided the  ways  and  means  for  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries fixed  by  law,  and  for  the  pay  of  an  increased 
corps  which  the  administration  preceding  us  had  in- 
creased. The  navy  had  been  increased,  the  army 
increased,  and  obligations  contracted,  which  this  bill 
provided  to  pay  for.  Who  was  to  blame  for  this? 
And  the  senator  blamed  the  finance  committee,  also, 
because  they  did  not  invade  the  sanctity  of  the  com- 
mittee rooms  of  the  military  and  naval  committees. 
Obviously  it  was  not  the  business  of  the  committee 
of  finance  to  do  this. 

Mr.  E.  further  stated,  also,  in  reply  to  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  that  the  present  administration 
had  done  much  already  in  the  way  of  retrenchment- 
much,  in  the  way  of  printing,  in  the  reduction  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  congress,  &c.  He  also  ex- 
plained what  was  said  by  Mr.  Calhoun  in  reference 
to  the  Smithsonian  fund,  interest  to  be  paid  upon  it, 
and  upon  the  trust  funds — information  which  the  se- 
nator from  South  Carolina,  in  his  speech,  had  sought 
from  the  senator  from  Maine.  Returning  to  the  ex- 
penses of  government,  he  stated  that  all  these  expen- 
ditures were  made  by  former  laws,  which  we  were 
called  upon  to  execute.  We  were  not  making  laws 
but  executing  laws,  whether  good  or  bad,  already 
made.  And  here  he  would  remark  that  the  evil  was 
more  in  the  application  of  the  money  appropriated 
than  the  amount  appropriated.  These  expenses, 
however,  were  to  continue.  The  expenses  of  the 
Florida  war  would  not  be  terminated  for  years  to 
come.  The  expenses  of  survey  referred  to  and  com- 
plained of  were  also  expenses  of  last  year,  and  not 
yet  all  expended.  He  referred,  too,  to  the  collec- 
tion expenses.  These  had  been  increased  in  1829 
and  1830  twofold,  and  have  been  doubled  since. 
Whose  fault  was  this?  These  expenses,  he  was  glad 
to  inform  the  senate,  were  now  in  the  course  of  re- 
duction. But  Mr.  E.  put  it  to  senators  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  would  stopping  supplies,  withholding  ap- 
propriations created  under  prevailing  laws,  pay  our 
public  debt?  Would  these  sustain  the  public  credit? 
If  they  would  not,  and  they  were  willing  the  public 
faith  should  be  sustained,  he  called  upcu  them  to  pass 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,  had  rais- 
ed a point  of  order,  which  was,  that  the  bill  before 
the  senate  was  not  in  order.  His  point  of  order  was, 
that  the  treasury  note  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, was  merely  a bill  to  substitute  treasury 
notes  for  a portion  of  the  loan  authorised  at  the  ex- 
tra session  of  congress.  The  senate  had  struck  out 
this  proviso,  and  made  tiie  bill  n loan  bill.  The  con- 
stitution declared  that  revenue  bills  should  originate 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the  senate  had 
violated  the  constitution  by  its  amendment. 

Mr.  King  called  upon  the  chair  for  a uccison  upon 
the  point  order. 

i he  chair  aecided  that  there  was  no  point  of  order 
to  decide.  Tiie  question  raised  was  a constitutional 
one,  and  the  chair  had  no  control  over  it.  The  solemn 
judgment  of  the  senate  had  been  given  upon  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  for  tiie  senate  to  decide  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  its  own  action. 

The  pointof  order  was  debated  at  length  by  Messrs. 
K ing,  Calhoun,  Berrien,  Wright,  Graham.,  Hives  and 
Walker,  when  it  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
the  question  demanded  by  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
passage  of  the  hill.  The' result  was  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallniadge,  Wood- 
bridge — 21 . 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoherls,  Fierce,  Pres- 
ton, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Youim — 20.  ’ 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 
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January  24.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter, 

‘ Resolved,  That  t lie  secretary  ot  war  lie  directed  to  in- 
form the  senate  whether  a report  and  drawings  of  the 
survey  authorised  hy  law  in  March  last,  with  a view  to 
the  establishment  of  a boundary  lino  between  the  state 
of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  have  yet 
been  made  to  the  department  by  tite  surveyor  appointed 
ior  that  object;  and,  if  so,  that  he  transmit  the  same  to 
the  senate,  together  with  such  other  information  as  he 
may  possess  not  heretofore  communicated  to  congress. 
Mr.  Evans  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  any  information  in 
his  possession  showing  t he  comparative  tariffs  of  duties 
of  foreign  nations  upon  imports,  with  such  other  infor- 
mation as  lie  may  deem  relevant  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  King  submitted  a joint  resolution,  going  to  fix 
the  period  of  adjournment  of  the  present  session  for 
the  30th  of  May  next;  which  he  desired  might  lie 
over  until  to-morrow,  when  he  hoped  it  would  re- 
ceive the  favorable  consideration  of  the  senate.  He 
adverted  to  the  extra  session, a period  of  four  months, 
and  thought  if  the  duration  of  the  present  session 
was  fixed  at  the  time  designated,  (which  would  al- 
low us  four  months),  that  there  would  be  ample  time 
for  action  on  all  the  great  leading  subjects  before 
them. 

The  first  special  order,  relating  to  the  repeal  of  the 
distribution  bill,  and  applying  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  defences  of  the  country,  was  pass- 
ed by;  when  the  next  special  order  was  taken  up,  be- 
ing the  joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 

the  constitution  respecting-  the  

The  resolution  having  been  read— 

Mr.  Clay  arose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  its  fa- 
vor. 

After  Mr.  Clay  concluded  his  speech,  w'hich  occu- 
nigd  about  one  hour  and  a half — 

’ Mr.  Preston  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  for  about  an 
hour,  partly  in  review  of  his  former  opinions  in  refe- 
rence to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
and  partly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay.  He  expressed  him- 
self mainly  opposed  to  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  and  regarded  the  veto  power  as  the 
conservative  power  of  the  constitution,  wisely  insert- 
ed there  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument  to  prevent 
congressional  usurpations,  the  danger  of  which  lie 
conceived  to  he  far  greater  than  that  of  the  executive. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  something  to  say  on  the 
subject;  but,  as  it  was  then  late,  and  as  he  did  not  de- 
sire to  occupy  the  time  of  the  senate  to-morrow,  when 
it  appeared  to  be  the  general  wish  that  the  bankrupt 
bill  should  be  taken  up,  he  would  therefore  move  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  un- 
til Thursday  next;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  20.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Botts,  Mr.  Cusbfig,  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  currency,  replied  that  he  was  ready  to  report 
on  the  subject  when  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
do  so.  The  committee  is  now  employed  in  matur- 
ing the  subject. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house,  the  following 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  January  17,  1842. 

To  the  house  of  representatives:  I transmit  to  the 
house  of  representatives  a report  from  the  secretary 
of  state  relative  to  the  proceedings  and  final  decision 
of  the  commissioners  under  the  convention  with  the 
republic  of  Texas  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  that  republic. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

IVJr.  Roosevelt  gave  notice  of  a motion  to  amend  the 
rules  by  inserting  therein  the  following  explanatory 

rule,  viz: 

“Immediately  previous  to  the  final  action  of  the 
house  on  any  bit!  or  concurrent  resolution,  and  be- 
fore the  main  question  shall  be  ordered  to  be  put,  any 
member  having  in  charge  any  petition  or  memorial 
relating  to  the  subject-matter  of  such  bill  or  resolu- 
tion, and  stating  that  he  has  had  no  previous  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  the  same,  shall  have  the  right, 
and  shall  be  deemed  in  order,  to  present  such  peti- 
tion or  memorial,  any  rule  or  order  of  the  house,  or 
any  interpretation  thereof,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.” 

The  question  being  now  on  Mr.  Wise's  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  question  of  the  reception  of  the 
petition  presented  on  Tuesday  last  by  Mr.  Granger 
from  certain  citizens  cf  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.  ior 
security  of  their  persons  in  all  states  of  the  union  and 
for  their  constitutional  right  to  the  use  of  the  pest 
office,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  101, 
nays  74. 

Mr.  Gates  presented  a remonstrance  against  the 
admission  of  Florida  as  a state  into  the  union. 

Mr.  Triplett  raised  the  question  of  reception,  and 
moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Levy  said,  that,  in  order  to  save  the  gentleman  i 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Gates ) and  others  hereafter  the  I 
trouble  of  presenting  memorials  against  the  admis-  1 
sion  of  Florida  into  the  union,  and  to  save  other  gen-  | 
men  the  trouble  of  raising  the  question  of  reception,  | 
he  would  state  that  the  admission  of  Florida  was  I 
not  an  open  question,  it  being  already  provided  for 
by  treaty,  which  was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

The  question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Slade  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  from 
the  legislature  of  Vermont,  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
and  remonstrating  against  any  rule  impairing  the 
constitutional  right  of  petition,  &c. 

Mr.  Slade  moved  that  that  portion  which  relates  to 
the  right  of  petition  be  referred  to  a select  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  report  a repeal  of  the  21st ! 
rule. 

The  question  of  reception  was  raised,  and  a motion  1 
made  to  lay  that  question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Slade  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  84,  nays  66.  So 
the  question  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Matlocks  also  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  sun- 
dry petitions  from  a great  number  of  most  respecta- 
ble freeholders  and  legal  voters  in  the  state  of  Ver-i 
mont  touching  the  subject  of  abolition,  which,  if  this  I 
was  Liberty  Hall,  he  should  present,  but  as  this  was 
Slavery  Hall  he  should  forbear. 

Several  petitions  were  presented  against  any  action 
by  congress  that  shall  establish  the  treaty  alledged  to 
have  been  made  with  the  Seneca  Indians. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  a petition  asking  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  Hayti. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Campbell  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Gordon  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion,  by  yeas  78,  nays  56,  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  21.  The  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday was  the  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Calhoun 
from  citizens  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  praying 
that  diplomatic  and  commercial  relations  be  entered 
into  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
Hayti. 

Which  said  petition  Mr.  J.  Campbell,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, had  moved  to  lay  on  the  table.  Pending  which 
said  motion  the  house  had  adjourned. 

And  the  question  now  being  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table,  Mr.  Campbell  rose  and  was 
understood  to  say,  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by 
many  of  his  friends  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table.  If  he  thought  that  the  object  I 
of  the  petitioner  was  to  extend  trade,  to  increase 
wealth,  or  to  encourage  industry,  he  would  consent 
to  withdraw  the  motion.  But  as  the  petition  bore  on 
the  face  of  it  marks  of  incendiarism 

Mr.  C.  was  here  interrupted  by  cries  to  order;  and 
the  reporter  did  not  hear  the  residue  of  the  sentence. 
But  the  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table  was 
not  withdrawn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion  (which  had  here-  j 
j tofore  been  ordered)  were  then  taken,  and  resuited  I 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Arrington, 
Atiriun,  Besson,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Burke,  Samson  II.  Butler,  Wiiiiam  Butler,  Green 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  (Campbell,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Cravens.  Cross,  Daniel.  Gar- 
rett Davis,  Deberry,  Eastman, Egbert,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fornancc,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Green,  Gwi.u,  Habersham,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Hous- 
ton, Ilnbard,  Jack.  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lewis,  Mal- 
lory, Merchant),  Mathews,  Medill,  Metiwelher,  Miller, 
Newhard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pickens  Piumer,  Pope,  Prof- 
tit,  Rayncr,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  launders, 
Shaw,  Shepperd,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Sieenrod,  Summers, 
Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Triplett,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,.  Warren, 
Washington,  Wuttcrson.  Westbrook,  James  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams,  C.  II.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Wise — 86. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  S.  ,T.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aicri  rg.  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birds- 
eye, Blair,  Boardmau,  Borden,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brock- 
way,  Charles  Broun,  Burnt  lit,  Calhoun.  Casey,  Chitten- 
den, John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clinton,  Cooper, 
Covven,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  Ed- 
uards, Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John  G. 
Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Gtddings,  Patrick 

G.  Goode,  Granger,  Gustine,  Hall,  Wiiiiam  S.  Hast  ngs, 
Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  C.  J.  Irmersoll,  W.  W.  Invm, 
James,  J.  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane.  Law- 
rence, Linn,  Lowell,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samson  Mason. 
Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Mor- 
row, Osborne,  Panuenier,  Partridge,  Pendleton,  Ramsi-y, 
Be  jainin  Randall,  A.  Randall,  Randolph,  Rida  way, 
Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Rus.-ell,  Salto, istali, 
Sanford,  SimoiVon,  Siude.  Truman  Smith,  Stratton,  A 

H.  11.  Stuart,  Tillinghast,  Toiand,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Weller,  Thomas  W.-  Wil- 
liams, Wir.throp,  Wood,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young—  9 1. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 


And  the  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Mams  (amongst  many  others)  presented  a pe- 
tition from  colored  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  respect- 
fully representing  that,  by  the  laws,  no  foreigner  of 
color  can  become  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  privilege  of  voting  and  holding  real  estate  there- 
in: wherefore  they  pray  that  the  laws  on  the  subject 
of  naturalization  be  so  amended  as  to  give  to  colored 
citizens  the  same  privileges  as  are  now  enjoyed  by 
white  persons. 

Mr.  Wise  (simultaneously  with  Mr.  W.  C ■ John- 
son) raised  the  question  of  reception,  and  Mr.  W. 
moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  temen,  were  yeas  115,  nays  67. 

So  the  question  of  reception  (carrying  the  petition 
with  it)  was  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Mams  presented  a preamble  and  resolutions 
of  the  two  secretaries  of  the  anti-slavery  society  of 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
24th  December,  1841. 

Mr.  Mams  gave  the  following  statement  of  the 
contents,  (as  the  reporter  understood  them); 

The  preamble  set  forth  that  it  was  proposed  to  en- 
ter into  a war  with  England  for  the  purpose  of  oblig- 
ing the  British  government^  assist  in  holding  natives 
of  the  United  States  in  slavery. 

And  the  resolution  declared  that  such  a war  would 
as  much  exceed  in  unrighteousness  that  waged  against 
this  country  by  England  in  1776,  as  the  wrongs  and 
privations  inflicted  on  the  slaves  exceed  in  magnitude 
those  which  led  to  the  declaration  of  American  inde- 
pendence. 

And  Mr.  A.  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Wise  raised  the  question  of  reception,  and 
moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hudson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  the  vote  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

And  the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Mams  presented  a petition  containing  (he 
said)  a charge  of  apparently  a number  of  respectable 
citizens  of  the  state  of  Georgia  against  him — com- 
plaining, as  a great  grievance  to  them,  that  he  (Mr. 
A.)  had  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  and  calling  upon  the  house  to 
remedy  the  grievance.  They  stated  their  reasons  in 
most  respectful  language.  He  desired  the  petition 
might  be  read.  He  demanded,  as  a rigid,  that  he 
might  defend  himself  against  these  petitioners;  and 
he  should,  he  said,  conclude  by  mo.ving  its  reference 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with  instructions 
to  them  to  choose  a chairman  if  they  should  think 
proper. 

Mr.  Habersham  obtained  leave  to  state  that  he.  was 
ready  to  give  testimony  on  this  subject.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mams ) had  submitted 
this  petition  to  him  (Mr.  H.)  a week  ago.  He  had 
told  the  gentleman,  after  a careful  examination,  all 
the  names  having  been  in  the  same  handwriting  as 
the  petition,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  one  of  the 
persons  as  residing  in  that  county.  There  were 
some  of  the  surnames  of  persons  residing  there,  but 
none  having  the  same  Christian  names  attached  to  the 
surnames,  so  far  as  he  knew.  He  had  told  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  he  believed  the  peti- 
tion to  be  a hoax. 

Mr.  Mams  claimed  now,  as  a privileged  question, 
to  speak  in  his  own  defence. 

Mr.  Marshall  moved  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Mams ) be  permitted  to  be  heard  in 
his  own  behalf  touching  the  charges  made  in  the  pe- 
tition against  him. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  94,  nays  92. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  22.  Mr.  Everett,  (on  leave  given), 
from  the  select  committee  on  the  apportionment  of 
representatives,  made  a report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  states  according  to  the 
6th  census.” 

The  bill  having  been  read  by  its  title — 

Mr.  E.  moved  that  the  bill  and  report,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  be  printed. 

And,  under  instructions  from  the  committee  to  that 
effect,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  made  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day  for  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  at 
one  o’clock,  and  on  each  successive  day  at  the  same 
hour,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  excepted,  until  finally 
disposed  of. 

And  it  was  read  as  follows: 
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A bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives  among 

the  several  states,  according  to  the  sixth  census. 

Be  il  enacted  bij  ike  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  llu  United  Hiatts  of  . Jmerica  in  congress  assembled, 
That  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  three,  the  house  of 
representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  elect- 
ed agreeably  to  a ratio  of  one  representative  for  eve- 
ry sixty-eight  thousand  persons  in  each  state,  com- 
posed according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  that  is  to  say: 

Within  the  state  of  Maine,  7;  New  Hampshire,  4; 
Massachusetts,  It);  ilhodc  Island,  1;  Connecticut,  4; 
Vermont,  4;  New  York,  35;  New  Jersey,  5;  Pennsyl- 
vania, 25;  Delaware,  1;  Maryland  6;  Virginia,  35;  N. 
Carolina,  9;  South  Carolina.  #;  Georgia,  8;  Alabama, 
7’;  Mississippi,  4;  Louisiana,  4;  Tennessee,  11;  Ken- 
tucky, ((,'(  9h'o.  Indiana,  10;  Illinois,  7;  Missouri, 
5;  Arkansas,  1;  Michigan  3. 

Mr.  Clifford  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  (Air.  Everett)-  ugould  consent  to  an 
earlier  day  than  that  proposed  by  him  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill.  Many  of  the  state  legislatures 
now  in  session  were  anxiously  waiting  the  action  of 
congress  on  this  important  question.  And  il  an  early 
disposition  was  not  made  oi  it  an  extra  session  oi  these 
legislatures  would  become  indispensable,  or  the  sub- 
ject must  necessarily  go  over  for  one  year  from  the 
regular  time  oi'  election. 

Mr.  C-  J ■ lngersoll  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
had  himself  received  resolutions  from  the  legislature 
of  his  own  state  on  this  subject.  If  there  was  not 
prompt  action  on  it  the  expense  and  inconvenience 
attending  a special  session  of  the  legislature  must 
follow. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a select  committee,  to  be  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  said  they  would  have  to  set- 
tle the  matter  by  compromise  at  last,  and  it  would 
have  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  and  be  decided  by  a majority  of  the 
house  lie  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  first  question  would  be  on 
committing  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  union. 

On  this  question  the  vote  was  taken  by  tellers,  who 
reported  105  in  the  affirmative  and  75  in  the  negative. 

By  this  vote,  the  reference  having  been  made  to  the 
committee  of  tiie  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  the 
other  motions  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Everett  then  renewed  the  motion  to  print  5,000 
extra  copies  of  the  report  and  bill,  which  motion  was 
carried. 

The  speaker  announced  the  business  before  the 
house  to  be  the  further  presentation  of  petitions  un- 
der the  suspension  of  the  rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Adams  said  lie  had  yesterday  presented  a peti- 
tion solemnly  calling  on  the  house  to  remove  him  from 
the  position  he  occupied  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  relations;  and  he  had  asked  to  be  per- 
mitted to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence  against  the 
charges  therein  made,  as  a privilege  of  his  own  as  a 
member  of  this  house  and  as  alfecling  the  privileges 
of  every  member.  And  for  the  reason  that  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  relations  might  choose  a chairman 
if  they  thought  proper,  he  had  given  notice  that,  after 
defending  himself  from  the  charges  made  in  the  peti- 
tion, he  should  move  its  reference  to  that  committee. 
He  now  claimed  as  a matter  of  privilege  the  right  of 
defending  himself  from  the  charges  made  in  that  pe- 
tition. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  his  opinion  that,  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  having  been  carried,  every  thing 
connected  with  the  petition  in  the  ordinary  manner 
was  cast  upon  the  table.  The  question  of  privilege 
was  not  pending  at  the  time  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  made,  and  the  chair  now  decided  that  this 
question  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday, by  which  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the 
tabic.  He  said  that  he  came  from  Georgia,  whence 
that,  petition  professed  to  come,  and  he  had  told  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  he  believed  the 
paper  was  a hoax,  an  entire  fiction.  [Cries  of  “or- 
der, order.'’]  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded  by  the  house. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  t'ns  table — 

The  speaker  in  reply  lo  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Wise, 
said,  in  his  judgment,  the  question  of  privilege  was 
not  involved  in  this  motion;  and  that  that  question  was 
not  pending  before  the  house,  when  the  motion  was 
made,  in  a manner. that  made  it  a question  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  question  on  the  motion  io  lay  on  the  tabic  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  yester- 
day made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Marshall),  viz.  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Adams)  be  permitted  to  be  heard  in  his  own 
behalf  touching  the  charges  made  in  the  petition 
against  him. 

(in  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  point  of  or- 
der, and  whilst  Mr,  W.  C ■ Johnson  was  giving  his  re- 
collection of  what  had  occurred,  Mr.  Adams  inter- 
rupted him  by  saying,  ‘‘the  gentleman  speaks  falsely.” 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  said  that  before  he  took  his 
seat  he  would  withdraw  his  point  of  order,  after  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  War- 
ren), which  he  regretted;  and  would  say  but  a word 
or  two  in  reply  to  the  rude  remark  of  the  member 
from  Massachusetts.  That  all  the  members  around 
him  agreed  in  the  accuracy  of  his  (Mr.  J’s)  state- 
ment, arid  he  appealed  to  the  recollection  of  all  the 
members  who  were  present,  if  their  recollection  did 
not  accord  witll  ms,  (Mr.  J’s).  And  he  (Mr.  J.) 
would  say  that,  if  other  gentlemen  feit  privileged  to 
be  rude  and  coarse  in  passion  and  wantonness,  that  no 
departure  by  others,  no  ebullition  of  feeling,  no  scene 
of  excitement,  no  violent  and  coarse  assault  from  that 
gentleman,  would  ever  betray  him  for  a moment  to 
depart  from  the  rules  of  parliamentary  property  and 
the  conduct  of  a gentleman.] 

Mr.  Everett  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  house. 

The  question,  “shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?”  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  question  (being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Marshall)  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  at  the  call 
of  Mr.  IVisc,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 
yeas  111.  nays  84. 

Mr.  Adams  then  took  the  floor,  and  was  about  pro- 
ceeding in  his  remarks;  when 

Mr.  John  Campbell  rose,  he  said,  to  a privileged 
question,  and  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  just 
taken;  on  which  motion  he  wished  to  submit  a remark 
or  two. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  and  contended 
that  there  was  no  question  of  privilege  involved  in 
this  subject.  He  thought  the  evidence  of  this  fact 
was,  first,  that  whatever  charge  had  been  brought  be- 
fore the  house  against  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, had  been  done  by  the  gentleman  himself,  who 
stood  in  the  light  of  his  own  accuser,  and  who  had 
the  privilege  of  withdrawing  that  charge  if  he  chose, 
the  house  having  taken  no  action  upon  it.  If  the  gen- 
tleman was  allowed  to  defend  himself,  he  must  con- 
demn those  who  pursued  a different  course;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  the  duty  of  all  these  gentlemen — a 
duly  of  self-respect,  a duty  which  they  owed  to  them- 
selves, unless  they  had  full  assurance  that  they  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  reply — to  vote  against  allow- 
ing the  gentleman  to  proceed. 

Mr.  J.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Wise  rose  to  points  of  or- 
der, contending  that  the  debate  should  be  confined  to 
the  strict  question  of  reconsideration;  Mr.  Adams,  at 
the  same  time,  contending  that  it  was  his  right  to 
speak  upon  the  genera!  question,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Campbell)  having,  in  his  remarks, 
opened  the  whole  subject. 

The  speaker  was  understood  to  say  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  were  very- 
brief,  and  were  necessary  to  explain  his  position;  and 
intimated  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that 
the  debate  should  be  confined  to  the  question  of  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Adams  then  continued.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Campbell)  had  made  one  of  his 
points  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  no  right  to  answer  a 
charge  made  against  him  of  disqualification  from  serv- 
ing as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations 
because  he  presented  this  petition  himself.  Did  it 
deprive  him,  he  asked,  of  his  right  of  self-defence 
because  he  was  the  first  to  make  known  the  charges 
to  the  house?  He  might  have  taken  a newspaper 
paragraph  in  which  a charge  of  this  character  was 
made  against  him,  and  brought  it  before  the  house  as 
a question  of  privilege.  This  had  been  done  in  many 
instances.  The  ground  of  the  gentleman  was  utterly 
untenable.  He  had  another  reason  lor  raising  the 
question  of  privilege.  It  was  a letter  from  the  per- 
son who  transmitted  the  memorial  to  him,  written  in 
a very  respectful  manner. 

[Mr.  A.  here  read  the  letter,  which  was  dated  at 
Clarkesville,  December  10,  1841,  and  which  was 
signed  James  Playfair,  requesting  him  (Mr.  A.)  to 
present  to  the  honorable  body  cf  which  he  was  a 
member  the  accompanying  petition,  and  stating  that 
it  had  been  a matter  of  consideration  with  the  meet- 
ing, out  of  which  th is  petition  grew,  lo  whom  the  pe- 
tition should  be  transmitted,  and  that  they  had  for- 
borne lo  send  it  to  their  representatives  for  presenta- 
tion to  avoid  unpleasant,  feelings  that  might  arise  be- 
tween them  and  Mr.  A.  to  whom,  for  this  purpose, 
they  had  directed  it]. 


Mr.  A.  continued.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Habersham ) had  yesterday  undertaken  to  say 
that  this  was  all  a hoax,  and  that  there  are  no  such 
persons  in  Georgia  as  are  described  in  this  memorial. 

Mr.  Habersham  had  said  that  he  knew  of  no  such 
person  in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  and  he  now 
added  that  he  believed  there  was  there  no  such  per- 
son as  James  Playfair.  lie  had  learned  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  a pet  ition  of  this  sort 
in  his  possession  perhaps  a week  ago,  and  had  called 
on  him  and  made  inquiry  with  reference  to  il,  and, 
on  examination,  he  saw  that  the  petition  and  the 
names  were  all  in  the  same  handwriting,  which  writ- 
ing he  did  not  know.  There  were  among  the  names 
many  of  the  surnames  of  persons  residing  in  that 
county,  but  he  knew  no  persons  who  bore  th  se  sur- 
names with  the  same  Christian  names.  He  had  stated 
these  facts  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
that  he  considered  the  petition  a hoax.  The  letter 
might  not  even  have  come  from  an  individual  resi-  . 
dent  in  the  state,  but  might  have  been  thrown  into 
the  post  office  by  a traveller.  Lnder  these  circum- 
stances, if  a letter  or  a petition  had  come  to  him  from 
Massachusetts,  with  this  precise  information  given  to 
him  by  the  representative  of  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood whence  it  purported  to  have  come,  tie  should  1 
have  put  it  into  his  pocket  or  into  the  fire  and  not 
have  disturbed  the  house,  and  wasted  the  time  of  the  ;] 
country  by  its  presentation.  If  the  gentleman  had  : 
put  the  petition  into  his  pocket  no  one  would  have  j 
known  of  it. 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  and  j 
said  that  he  put  his  defence  on  the  ground  that,  v.  he-  | 
thsr  the  petition  was  a hoax  or  not,  he  was  entitled  ' 
to  be  heard  in  reply  to  the  charges  therein  made,  j 
The  charge  -was  a hoax,  and  it  came  from  the  infa- 
mous slave  traders. 

Messrs.  Wise  and  TV.  C.  Johnson  here  simultan- 
eously rose,  and  called  the  gentleman  to  order;  in- 
sisting that  he  should  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Adams,  claiming  that  his  remarks  were  in  or-  1 
der,  and  that  he  had  a right  to  proceed — 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks.  This 
charge  had  been  made  (he  continued)  against  him,  1 
and  he  claimed  his  right  to  perform  his  duly  in  the  t 
station  which  the  speaker  Had  assigned  him  until 
another  chairman  was  chosen.  He  knew  perfectly  ' 
well  that  the  whole  slave-trading  representation  of  ( 
this  home  was  against  him,  with  onesingle  exception. 
Yet  he  would  abide  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
this  house  upon  the  question  of  allowing  the  petition 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
that  they  might  choose  a chairman  if  they  thought 
proper,  and  he  gave  warning  to  all  parties,  whigs 
and  den, ocrats,  that  he  was  willing  to  abide  by  their 
vote.  When  he  spoke  of  parties,  he  hoped  the  house 
would  permit  him  to  give  some  evidence  of  what  he 
knew  to  be  the  disposition  of  various  parties  as  re- 
spected him  and  this  question.  If  it  had  been  secret 
before,  it  was  now  disclosed  by  a gentleman,  late  a 
senator  from  Alabama,  in  a letter  to  his  constituents, 

[a  portion  of  which  Mr.  A.  here  read].  By  so  much 
of  the  executive  journal  of  the  extra  session  as  had 
come  to  light,  it  appeared  that  in  general  the  ap- 
pointments of  abolitionists  were  confirmed  by  south- 
ern whigs  while  northern  democrats  voted  against 
them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Va.  here  rose  to  a point  of  order. 

[Cries  of  “let  him  go  on.”] 

Mr.  S.  said  that  the  house  had  decided  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  have  the  privilege 
of  defending  himself  against  the  charge  of  monoma- 
nia, and  he  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  doing  it? 
[Cries  of  “yes!  yes!  and  also  of  “no,  he  is  establish- 
ing the  fact.”] 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded,  and  further  read  from 
the  letter  of  the  late  Alabama  senator,  which  stated 
that  a coalition  had  been  formed  between  southern 
whig  leaders  and  the  abolitionists,  as  well  as  the  fe- 
deralists of  the  north;  and  that  this  extraordinary 
alliance  was  not  less  indispensable  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  union  than  for  the  safety  of  the  south.  This 
letter  (continued  Mr.  A.)  contained  precisely  the 
same  charge  in  substance  against  those  whom  it  call- 
ed the  abolitionists  of  the  north,  as  this  petition 
charged  against  him.  He  had  other  evidence  of  the 
same  spirit,  in  a letter  which  he  found  written  from 
a place  called  Accomae.  In  it  there  wore  heavy 
charges  against  all  the  whig  party,  and — 

Mr.  W.  C-  Johnson  rose  to  a question  of  order. 

Mr.  Wise  requested  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts might  not  be  interrupted,  for  he  was  so 
used  to  the  gentleman’s  pouring  out  his  vials  of 
wrath  upon  him  (Mr.  W.)  that  it  had  no  effect  upon 
him. 

Mr.  Adams.  I am  glad  of  it. 

lie  said  he  was  producing  evidence  of  the  cxis-  , 
tence  of  precisely  the  same  spirit  in  which  the  rnc- 
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morial  was  addressed,  which  tended  to  disfranchise 
all  the  members  from  the  north.  The  same  spirit 
animated  the  letter  from  which  he  had  read;  and  in 
an  infinitely  more  forcible  point  of  view  did  it  per- 
vade the  letter  which  he  was  about  to  read  from  Ac- 
comac. 

The  speaker  said  that  in  his  opinion  the  gentleman 
was  now  out  of  order,  and  that  from  the  leave  given 
him  by  the  house  he  was  not  permitted  to  read  the 

letter. 

Mr.  Mams  appealed  from  that  decision,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Wise  upon  a point 
of  order,  the  house  having  refused  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  question  on  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Mams,  being  “shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was  taken  by  tellers, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  7G,  noes  78. 

Thus  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

Mr.  Mams  then  said  he  should  have  the  pleasure 
of  reading  these  extracts  from  this  letter,  which  he 
would  do  in  order  to  prove  the  identity  of  sentiments 
contained  therein  with  the  charges  of  the  memorial 
to  which  he  was  replying. 

[He  then  read  portions  of  the  letter  relative  to 
complaints  whicn  had  been  made  against  the  “cor- 
poral’s guard,”  the  mends  par  excellence  of  the  presi- 
dent, for  not  supporting  any  of  the  whig  measures 
proposed  at  the  extra  session;  and  in  which  the  ques- 
tion was  asked,  what  measures  were  meant — whe- 
ther it  tvas  the  abolition  movement  tu  keep  the  house 
of  representatives  disorganized  until  the  21st  rule 
was  suspended  or  abolished;  or  was  it  relative  to  the 
constitution  of  committees,  so  that,  if  the  question  of 
the  recognition  of  the  black  republic  of  Hayti  was 
referred,  it  went  to  a majority  of  non-slaveholders?] 

What  committee  was  that,  continued  Mr.  A?  it 
was  this  identical  committee;  and  the  speaker  was 
charged  with  a violation  of  his  duty  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  committee.  After  further  enlarging 
upon  this  point,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  spoken  this  in 
illustration  of  the  principle  that  the  feelings  which 
burned  in  the  bosom  ot  him  who  wrote  the  letter 
were  the  same  as  were  contained  in  this  memorial. 
It  was  not  an  individual  or  personal  feeling,  but  it 
was  slaveholding,  slavetrading,  slavebreeding;  and 
the  complaint  was  that  the  majority  of  the  committee 
were  n.,.t  appointed  of  siavebreeders. 

Mr.  Rayner  rose  to  a question  of  order,  and  did  not 
intend  to  take  his  seat  until  the  chair  had  decided 
the  question.  This  house  had  given  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  leave  to  defend  himself  against 
the  charges  in  a certain  paper  in  lus  possession,  and 
he  had  no  right,  in  doing  that,  to  pour  out  the  bitter- 
ness and  gall  of  his  heart  against  an  unoffending  por- 
tion of  his  countrymen.  He,  (Mr.  R.)  insisted  that 
in  defending  himself  and  in  reading  this  paper,  the 
house  had  not  given  the  gentleman  permission  to  go 
into  the  question  of  slavery  or  nonslaverv,  and  he 
now  demanded  of  the  speaker  to  put  an  end  to  this 
disgraceful  proceeding,  and  to  arrest  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  in  disgracing  himself,  and  by  do- 
ing th  s,  in  disgracing  the  country,  and  playing  off 
the  Harlequin  here  in  this  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion, [loud  cries  of  “order,  order,  order,”]  and  he 
called  on  the  chair  by  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  arrest 
this  proceeding. 

The  speaker  said  that,  in  his  judgment,  this  whole 
matter  was  out  of  order;  but  inasmuch  as  this  same 
point  had  just  been  made,  and  the  decision  of  the 
chair  had  been  overruled,  he  could  not  now  arrest 
the  debate. 

Mr.  Mams  said  he  had  not  got  to  the  sweetest  part 
of  his  letter  yet. 

Mr.  Rayner  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair, 
and  by  a vote  ol  89  to  GG,  the  decision  of  the  chair 
was  reversed. 

Mr.  Linn  now  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  and 
by  yeas  86,  nays  57,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  24.  Mr.  Adams  rose  and  proceed- 
ed to  slate,  that,  at  the  time  he  was  arrested  on  Sa- 
turday, lie  was  reading  from  a newspaper  a letter 
purporting  to  come  from  a gentleman,  a member  of 
this  house 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  cf  the  speaker 
whether,  alter  the  vote  of  Saturday,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr  .Adams)  could  be  allowed  to 
proceed  without  a vote  of  the  house? 

The  speaker  remarked  also  that  the  chair  had  not 
on  Saturday  been  disposed  to  arrest  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  although  lie  had  been  called  to 
order.  The  decision  of  the  chair  had  been  overruled 
by  the  house.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Andreu-s)  objected  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Adams)  proceeding  without  leave'of  the 
house,  and  under  this  decision,  the  chair  had  no  al- 
ternatin' but  to  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts be  permitted  to  proceed  under  the  leave  of 
the  house  granted  to  him. 


The  question  on  this  m lion  being  taken  was  de-| 
cided  in  the  negative;  yeas  7G,  nays  91 . So  the  house 
refused  leave  to  Mr.  Adams  to  proceed  in  his  remarks. 

The  speaker  announced  the  question  to  he  on  the 
reception  of  the  petition  offered  by  Mr.  Adams  on  Fri- 
day last. 

Mr.  Wise  submitted  a motion,  in  the  following 
form: 

“The  house  having  allowed  Mr.  Adams,  by  its  vote, 
to  defend  himself  from  a charge  contained  in  a paper 
or  petition  in  his  possession,  and  to  read  a portion  of 
a letter  of  Mr.  Wise  to  prove  that  he  (Mr.  IV.)  had 
also  made  the  same  or  a similar  charge,  and  to  com- 
ment upon  that  portion  of  the  letter;  Mr.  Wise  now 
asks  the  privilege  and  the  permission  of  the  house  to  j 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  to  speak  in  [ 
his  own  defence  and  to  the  question  of  privilege 
raised  by  Mr.  Adams." 

Mr.  Warren  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  show  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams ) was 
not  heard  at  large,  but  was  stopped. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  that  the  motion  would  also  be 
so  amended  as  to  add  that  “he  had  been  arrested  by 
the  house,  and  forbidden  to  proceed  when  jusl  enter- 
ing on  his  defence.” 

Mr.  Batts  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  I 
table,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or-  I 
dered,  and  being  taken  were  yeas  101,  nay  s 78.  So 
the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  withdrew  his  objection  to  j 
the  reception  of  the  petition. 

And  Mr.  Adams,  in  form,  moved  (in  accordance 
with  his  previous  intimation)  the  reference  of  the  j 
said  petition  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with  i 
instructions  “to  choose  a chairman  if  they  should  i 
think  proper.” 

Or,  Mr.  A.  was  understood  to  say,  he  had  no  ob-  j 
jection  to  put  his  motion  in  the  form  of  that  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hopkins)  the  other 
day — that  was,  to  instruct  the  committee  to  act  in 
conformity  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  be- 
cause he  (Mr.  A.)  considered  the  gentleman  as  hav- 
ing made  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  Hopkins  nodded  and  expressed  assent. 

The  speaker  here  said  that  no  such  motion  had  been 
entered  on  the  journal  as  having  been  made  by  the  j 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Hopkins).  The  gen- 
tleman had  submitted  such  a motion,  but  it  was  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  Warren  desired  to  know  if  it  was  in  order  to 
submit  a motion  instructing  the  committee  on  foreign 
affaifs  to  proceed,  at  their  first  meeting,  to  choose 
another  chairman. 

The  speaker  said  yes;  there  was  nothing  disrespect- 
ful to  the  house  in  such  a motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  rose  and  moved  to  lay  the  pe- 
tition and  instructions  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  here  announced,  finally,  that  the  peti- 
tion, givingrise  to  debate,  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  day  would  come 
when  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  opening  the  j 
whole  subject,  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Aceo-  . 
mac  (Mr.  Wise ) would  have  an  opportunity  of  empty- 
ing his  whole  heart. 

So  the  petition,  giving  rise  to  debate, was  laid  over. 

Bui  Mr.  Gilmer  rose  and  desired  to  be  informed  by 
the  speaker  whether  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs had  not  the  power  to  proceed  to  appoint  another 
chairman,  without  instructions  from  the  house? 

The  speaker  sa id  that  he  could  not  take  official  cog- 
nizance of  any  thing  of  that  kind.  The  committee, 
when  they  assembled  in  their  room,  could  look  to 
their  own  rnles,  and  see  what  was  the  extent  of  the 
power  they  possessed. 

Mr.  Gilmer.  1 presume  they  have  the  power,  and 
may  exercise  it,  without  instructions  from  the  house. 

Mr.  Adams.  Leave  that  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  he,  for  one,  was  willing  to  meet 
the  responsibility. 

And  then,  in  further  execution  of  the  order  of  the  | 
7th  inst.  the  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials 
was  continued,  the  call  resting  still  at  the  state  of 
Massachusetts. 

And  a number  of  petitions  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr.  .Mims  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  congress  cf  the  United  States:  The  undersign- 
ed, citizens  of  Haverhill,  in  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  pray  that  you  will  immediately  adopt 
measures  peaceably  to  dissolve  the  union  of  these 
states — 

First:  Because  no  union  can  be  agreeable  or  per- 
manent which  does  not  present  prospects  of  recipro- 
cal benefits. 

. Second:  Because  a vast  proportion  oflhe  resources 
of  one  section  of  the  union  is  annually  drained  to  mis-  ; 

tain  the  views  and  course  of  another  section  without  j 

any  adequate  return. 


Third:  Because  (judgin^lfroln  the  history  of  past 
nations)  that  union,  if  persisted  in  in  the  present 
course  of  things,  will  certainly  overwhelm  the  whole 
nation  in  utter  destruction. 

This  petition  is  signed  by  Benjamin  Emerson  and 
forty-five  others.  I move  its  reference  io  a select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  an  answer  to 
the  petitioners,  showing  the  reasons  v.  hy  the  prayer 
of  it  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Hopkins.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  burn  the 
petition  in  the  presence  of  the  house? 

Mr.  Turney  rose  and  moved  that  the  petition  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  that  the  country  might 
understand  what  its  character  was. 

Mr.  Wise,  (addressing  tfie  speaker).  Is  it  in  order 
to  move  to  censure  any  member  presenting  such  a 
petiti  m,  and  to  move  that  the  house  do  now  proceed 
to  inquire  whether  a member  has  offered  such  a peti- 
tion to  this  body,  and  to  proceed  accordingly? 

The  speaker  said  lie  did  not  thmk'such  a proceeding 
couid  be  taken,  but  it  would  be  lor  the  house  to  de- 
termine. 

M‘.\  Meriwether  raised  the  question  of  reception, 
and  moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the  table;  remark- 
ing, that  he  did  not  think  that  such  a petition  should 
be  allowed  to  come  within  the  walls  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  lie  did  not  think  that  a petition  of 
such  a character  should  be  thus  lightly  passed  over. 

Mr.  Turney  (having,  he  said,  misapprehended  tile 
e fleet  of  the  question  just  put)  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vole  laying  the  question  oi  the  reception  of  the 
petition  on  the  table.  He  had  explicitly  stated,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  his  object  was  to  have  the  pc- 
tion  printed,  that  the  country  might  understand  what 
its  character  was. 

The  sp  aker  Was  understood  to  intimate  to  Mr.  -Tur- 
ney that,  even  if  the  vote  should  be  reconsidered,  the 
first  recurring  question  would  be,  not  on  the  motion 
submitted  by  him  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table  and 
print,  but  on  the  question  of  reception  raised  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  the  motion  to  lay  that 
question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Turney  persisted  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Gilmer  thereupon  rose  and  submitted,  as  a 
question  of  privilege,  the  following  resolution: 

i\  ■-•"hed  I >:>  . ii  presenting  to  me  Cinisieeraiioil  of 
i is  house  a p-  trio  i f.,r  the  di-s  luu.iri  of  the  union  die 
m m her  trotn  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adum-)  nas  justly  iu- 
ctirred  the  erusu  e of  ilii-  ll  iu-e. 

Mr.  Underwood  objected  to  the  resolution,  as  en- 
tirely out  of  order. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  was  in  or- 
der. 

The  speaker  referred  to  the  journal  of  1836,  which 
contained  an  account  of  a case  similar  to  this,  and 
went  to  show  that  this,  being  a matter  of  privilege, 
was  in  order.  He  said,  under  this  authority,  it  was 
his  duty  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  house  the 
question  of  privilege  moved  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

Mr!  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
received  and  be  debated,  and  that  he  should  have 
the  privilege  of  again  addressing  the  house  in  his 
own  defence,  especially  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Gilmer)  had  thought  proper  to  play  se- 
cond fiddle  to  his  colleague  from  Accomac,  (Mr. 
Wise.)  K 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  he  played  second  fiddle  to  no  man. 
IJe  was  no  fiddler,  [cries  of  “order,  order,”]  but  was 
endeavoring  to  prevent  the  music  of  him,  who, 

“In  die  space  of  one  revolving  moon. 

“Was  statesman,  poet,  fiddler,  and  buffoon.” 

Mr.  Ward  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  de- 
cision to  which  the  speaker  had  referred  on  the  jour- 
nal was  a hasty  one,  which  the  speaker  and  the  house 
regretted  at  the  time,  because  it  gave  rise  to  a dis- 
cussion of  some  two  or  three  weeks.  He  therefore 
hoped,  much  as  he  respected  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  \ irginia,  that  they  would  not  see  a scene 
of  this  kind  again  enacted  on  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Rayner  inquired  if  this  debate  was  in  order? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Rayner  inquired  what  was  the  question  before 
the  house? 

The  speaker  said  it  was  on  the  point  of  order  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Underwood.) 

Mr.  Underwood  said  he  would  not  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  question  to  be  on 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 

Gilmer.) 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  A-  V.  Brown  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Which  motion  haying  prevailed,  the  roll  was  call- 
ed, arid  1G8  members  answered  to  tlic.ir  names. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Which  motion  was  carried,  aud  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 
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Banks.  The  condition  of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  on 
Jan.  3,  1342.  was  as  follows:  Capital  ©3,880, ! 18.  Invest- 
ment in  stocks  81,503,852.  Discounts  83,731,284.  Spe- 
cie and  specie  funds  $1,259,785.  Circulation  $>1,169,793. 
l)eposit<  s 82,094,707. 

Ti:e  house  of  delegates  has  passed  a bill  to  compel 
the  banks  of  the  state  to  resume  specie  payments  in 
twenty  days — by  a vote  of  55  to  15,  which  is  now  before 
the  senate. 

The  notes  of  the  Chesapeake  bank  of  Baltimore,  be- 
ing refused  by  some  of  the  other  city  banks  on  Wednes 
day  last,  that  bank  become  embarrassed.  On  Thursday 
they  redeemed  their  five  dollar  notes  only. 

Girard,  Bank,  Philadelphia,  January  27,  1342. — The 
directors  ol  the  Girard  bank  having  faded  in  their  efforts 
to  make  a satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  immediate  re- 
demption of  its  issues,  find  themselves  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  closing  the  bank  for  the  present.  The  total 
liabilities  of  the  bank  at  this  time,  exclusive  of  its  capital 
stock,  consists 

Of  circulation  known  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
_ other  banks,  ‘ $500,000  00 

In  tile  hands  of  tiie  public,  273,395  00 

Of  deposits,  251.195  09 

Of  balances  due  to  banks  and  bankers,  409,102  89 


$1,433,692  98 

The  total  assets  of  the  bank,  at  cost,  exclusive  of  its 
own  stock  held  by  it  amount  to  $4,700,000. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  board  of  directors  deem 
it  their  duty  to  assure  the  public,  of  their  confident  belief 
in  the  ability  of  the  bank,  to  discharge  all  its  liabilities  in 
a reasonable  time,  to  promise  their  best  efforts  to  bring 
about  this  result,  and  to  caution  the  holders  of  its  notes 
against  parting  with  them  at  a sacrifice. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

WM.  D.  LEWIS,  Cashier. 


Banks  of  Maine.  According  to  the  report  of  the  bank 
commissioners,  the  whole  number  of  banks  in  operation 
at  the  present  time  is  42,  having  an  aggregate  capital  of 
$3,514,000.  At  the  commencement  of  last  year,  the 
capital  of  the  same  banks  was  $4,061,500,  and  of  ail  the 
banks  then  existing,  $4,371,500.  This  diminution  is 
occasioned  by  the  revocation  of  the  charters  of  three 
banks,  viz:  the  Citizen’s,  the  Globe,  and  the  Frankfort, 
whose  aggregate  capital  was  8310,000;  the  surrender  of 
the  charters  ol  the  Latayette  and  Washington  county 
banks,  of  $50,000  each;  and  the  reduction  of  the  capital 
stock  of  ten  institutions.  [Bicknell. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  situation  of  the 
banks  in  New  Jersey: 

East  Jersey  Banks. 

Liabilities. 


Circulation, 

$733,901 

Specie, 

©259,706 

Deposites, 

599,224 

Bank  balances, 

451.285 

Total, 

$1,333,125 

Total, 

©710,991 

West  Jersey  Banks. 

Liabilities. 

Assets. 

Circulation, 

©865.242 

Specie, 

©213,541 

Deposites, 

434,547 

Bank  balances, 

369”629 

Total, 

©1,299,789 

Total, 

$533,173 

[ U.  S.  Gazette  2 6tJi  Jan. 

State  bonds.  J.  Hawker  (Clarencieux,  king  of  arms) 
having  addressed  a letter  from  London,  dated  Oct.  1, 
1841,  to  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  urging  him 
to  heal  what  he  considers  ‘ a breach  of  national  f aim,” 
the  non-payment  of  the  dividend  duo  on  bonds  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  is  replied  to  by  Fletcher  Webster, 
acting  secretary,  on  Nov  10,  1S41,  and  informed  that  it 
is  matter  over  which  the  president  has  no  control. 


from  consumption  were  1,470.  His  report  for  the  last 
week  is  as  follows — total  180;  men  42,  women  38,  boys 
53,  giils  42 — under  2 years  of  age  61,  consumption  31, 
by  scarlet  fever  14,  by  small  pox  5. 

There  were  37  deaths  in  Baltimore  during  last  week, 
of  which  12  were  free  colored  and  one  slave.  [Suu. 

Indian  murdef.  in  Arkansas.  Afoul  and  unprovok- 
ed murder  has  been  committed  near  the  line  in  the  Che- 
rokee nation,  upon  a worthy  and  lespectabie  citizen  of 
Madison  county,  Arkansas,  by  the  name  of  George 
Long,  by  a Cherokee  named  Moses  Albert,  jr.  No  pro- 
vocation was  given  by  Long  before  t he  fatal  stroke  was 
given  with  a rock,  which  terminated  his  existence  in  a 
tew  hours. 

P.  S.  Siiice  penning  the  above,  we  learn  from  gover- 
nor Butler,  Cherokee  agent,  that  Albert  was  arrested  by 
the  Indian  authorities,  a few  days  after  the  murder,  and 
would  be  forthwith  delivered  up  to  one  of  the  military 
posts  in  that  country,  to  be  tried  by  the  U.  States  district 
court.  [Little  Rock  Times. 

The  prince  de  Joinville.  The  Lisbon  papers  of  the 
26:h  ultimo  announce  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Prince  de 
Joinville  in  the  Tagus,  from  the  United  States. 

Lake  trade.  Upwards  of  $32,000  in  duties  were  col- 
lected at  the  port  of  Kingston  during  1841,  on  property 
imported  from  the  United  States — or  more  than  double 
the  amount  collected  in  1840.  The  trade  between  Ca- 
nada and  this  country  is  rapidly  increasing. 

[Bi'c/;.  Rep. 

Governor  of  Liberia.  Mr.  Roberts,  the  present  act- 
ing governor  of  Liberia,  lias  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
governor  in  the  place  of  the  late  Governor  Buchanan. 

Light  houses  of  the  union.  The  estimated  cost  of 
supplying  the  light  houses  of  the  union  with  oil,  glasses, 
wicks,  &c.  for  1842,  is  $116,735.  They  embrace  2652 
lamps.  Repairs  and  refitting  iight  houses,  $125,357. — 
The  salaries  of  236  keepers  of  light  huuses,  17  of  them 
being  charged  with  two  lights  each,  and  one  with  three, 
$94,033.  30  keepers  of  floating  lights,  $15,800.  Sea- 
men’s wages,  &c.  $67,176.  Cleaning  and  repairing. 
$25,499.  Annual  examinations  $4,000.  Superintend- 
ent’s commissions,  $11,215.  Total,  $459,822. 

^Louisiana.  From  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  January 
!~.  Scattered  along  the  stony  ways  of  the  politician,  at 
intervals,  few  and  far  between,  we  pick  up  now  and 
then,  a gem  fit  to  adorn  the  coronet  of  the  republic,  and 
we  snatch  at  it  with  an  eager  grasp  as  the  lapidary, 
toiling  aiiiid  Brazilian  sands,  seizes  upon  a discover- 
ed diamond.  Of  this  character  are  the  annexed  resolu- 
tions, which  were  introduced  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a few  days  since  by  Mr.  Sweaze  and  unanimously 
passed  that  body  on  Friday  last. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  stale  of  Louisiana  in  general  assembly  convened:  — 
That  the  aggressive  policy  of  die  British  government,  in 
its  unwarrantable  claims  to  the  territory  of  a sister  state, 
in  its  flagrant  violation  of  the  territory  of  another,  in  its 
repeated  outrages  upon  American  commerce,  and  most 
especially  in  its  recent  interference  with  its  rights  of  pro- 
perty, in  the  case  of  an  American  vessel  thrown  by  dis- 
aster within  its  jurisdiction,  calls  loudly  fur  redress. 

Resolved,  I bat  our  confidence  in  our  senators  and  re- 
presentatives in  congress,  forbids  us  to  fear  that  the  rights 
of  American  citizens,  and  the  honor  of  the  American 
name,  will  suffer  at  their  hands. 

Resolved,  That  we  look  to  the  national  government 
for  the  vindication  of : lie  national  honor,  and  we  pledce 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  in  all 
that  its  maintenance  may  require. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forward- 
ed to  our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  to  be 
read  before  that  body. 


Coal.  The  Boston  Advertiser  states,  that  the  quanti- 
ty of  coal  received  into  that  port  in  1341,  was  110,432 
lons^  of  anthracite;  124,011  bushels  of  Richmond; 
12,754  tons  ot  foreign,  and  27,187  chaldrons. 

Currency.  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  orders  are 
now  at  a discount  of  twenty  per  cent,  for  Baltimore 
bamt  notes. 


Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  Report  of  the  pres 
cent  shews  mat  of  the  184^  miles  from  Georgetown  t 
Cumberland,  a little  over  18  miles  remain  unfinished 
me  completion  of  which  is  estimated  will  cost  $1,600  00C 
lresent  debtof  the  company  is  $1,195,400  above  iti 
means.  Its  means  are  mostly  unavailable.  Tolls  fo 
t0  f52.50U.  .Scrip  outstanding  amount 
io  $521.3.39  go  included  in  its  debt  above.  Present  sub 
scnptions  to  its  capital  stock  $8,359,400,  of  which  is  on 
paid  $151,891,64,  which  is  lost  except  about  $50  OOC 
Maryland  has  also  a subscription  o 
vl63,7-l  44  f’.iaies  of  stock  and  debt  of  the  old  Potomai 
toth]a  the  company  is  indebted  to  tin 
Mate  $2,000,000,  loaned  under  act  of  1834.  The  stall 
has  mortgages  upon  the  entire  property  of  the  company 
Ihe  company  has  not  been  able  to  avail  itself  of  tin 
terms  of  the  actot  1833.  The  report  urges  by  comoari 
sm  wttli  other  works  ns  speedy  completion  to  Cumber 

. Dea™s;.  !;>  New  York  the  annual  report  of  the  city 
inspector  tor  1841.  exhibits  an  aggregate  of  9,115  death" 
in  this  city  during  the  year- 534  still  born.  This  tota 
exceeds  the  number  last  year,  bv  520  Of  the  deceased 
4,336  were  white  males,  and  3.977  white  females;  26- 
culored  males,  and  2o7  colored  females.  The  death- 


Mississippi.  We  are  indebted  to  the  clerk  of  the 
steamboat  Victorious,  ior  a late  Vicnsburg  Sentinel,  con- 
taining the  inaugural  address  of  guvernorTucker.  The 
governor  makes  a distinction  between  the  stale  bonds  is- 
sued in  favor  of  the  Planters  bank,  and  those  in  favor  of 
the  Union  bank.  The  former  lie  thinks  should  be  paid— 
unless  they  were  made  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  U.  States  which  prohibits  the  states  from  emitting 
paper  bills  of  credit. 

i be  Union  bank  bonds,  lie  thinks  the  state  under  no 
moral  or  legal  obligation  to  discharge;  but  nevertheless 
suggests  the  propriety  of  passing  a law  to  assume  the 
payment  of  them,  in  order  to  give  to  the  people  an  .oopor- 
tunity  of  electing  members  to  the  legislature  who  are  in 
favor  of  paying  them,  if  they  think  fit  to  do  so.  By  the 
constitution  of  the  state  every  bill  pledging  the  fai’iii  of 
the  state  for  the  payment  of  money,  has  to  be  passed  by 
one  legislature,  tnen  submitted  to  the  people,  and  if  the 
next  legislature  sanctions  it,  it  becomes  a law,  not  other- 
wise. 

1 he  governor  thinks  the.  state  ought  to  refuse  its  share 
of  the  pioceedsof  the  dis'ribution  act.  though  ho  says  the 
pre-emption  feature  of  that  bill  might  greatly  promote 
her  interests.  ^ q gce 

New  Jersey  common  schools.  The  annual  report  of 
the  ti  usfees  of  tne  school  fund  has  been  made  to  the  le- 
gislature oi  New  Jersey  now  in  session  Only  83  town- 
slops  have  been  reported  uut  of  M0  in  the  state.  In  the 
- d o°.VV ns  • ,,s  reported,  there  are  8.91  school  districts,  and 
54,3il)  children,  of  which  13,120  do  not  appear  to  have 
attended  school  during  the  year.  The  number  of  the 
proper  sulueets  of  instruction  in  die  whole  stale,  is  stated 
to  he  9o  9°l  arid  of  these  45,619  do  not  appear  to  have 
the  Pencil!  of  tne  schools.  Boubtiess  many  attend  private 


schools.  The  sum  of  30,000  was  duly  subscribed  lo  the 
several  county  collectors  from  the  income  of  the  state 
fund.  The  whole  amount  of  moneys  paid  by  the  town- 
ship collectors  to  the  trustees  of  districts  in  township?, 
from  which  reports  have  been  received,  is  $39,699  32. 
Estimating  the  amount  received  from  the  state  in  those 
townships  at  $16,500,  it  would  follow  that  in  the  town- 
ships and  portions  of  districts  fiom  which  reports  have 
been  received,  the  inhabitants  have  raised  $23,109  32; 
making  for  every  dollar  received  from  the  stale  $1  40 
raised  by  the  inhabitants.  The  last  year  for  every  dol- 
lar received  from  the  state  the  townships  raised  $1  25. 
Tin's  is  purely  voluntary,  and  exhibits  the  growing  inte- 
rests of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  common  school 
education.  [Excerpt. 

National  detot  for  gunpowder.  It  is  said  that  the 
proper  authorities  at  Washington  have  decided  upon  pur- 
chasing a mile  square  between  Albany  and  Schenectady 
for  a United  States  gunpowder  depot,  to  be  surrounded 
with  a brick  wall  six  feet  high,  enclosing  twelve  maga- 
zines, to  contain  5,000  bbls.  each. 

Philadelphia  trade.  The  annua!  report  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia board  of  trade  signed  by  Thomas  P.  Cope  the 
president,  .Tail.  17,  says,  “A  committee  was  appointed  last 
winter  to  confer  with  the  canal  commissioners,  and  to 
urge  the  necessity  of  a reduction  in  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation on  our  public  works.  It  was  suggested  that  a 
drawback  should  be  allowed  on  all  goods  transported  on 
(lie  entire  route  of  the  state  works  between  Pittsburg  and 
Philadelphia,  and  that  some  reduction  in  the  tolls  should 
be  made.  The  commissioners  agreed  as  to  the  proprie- 
ty ol  the  measures  proposed,  and  promised  at  an  early 
period  to  give  their  attention  to  the  subject.  No  change 
has  yet  taken  place  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
much  of  the  produce  of  the  west  destined  for  this  city, 
instead  of  taking  the  short  and  direct  route  by  our  pub- 
lic works,  has  taken  the  circuitous  one  by  way  of  New 
Orleans,  or  has  been  attracted  to  New  York,  by  the 
comparatively  low  prices  of  freight  on  the  Erie  canal. — 
In  March  last  a company  was  formed,  consisting  prin- 
cipally of  members  of  this  association,  for  the  purpose 
of  lowing  boats  descending  the  Susquehanna  canal  to 
Havre  de  Grace,  laden  with  the  products  of  the  west 
and  the  interior  of  our  own  state,  to  this  state,  by  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  and  thence  back  to 
Havre  de  Grace  with  merchandise:  The  success  attend- 
ing this  enterprise  has  surpassed  the  anticipations  of 
those  engaged  in  it,  and  has  secured  to  Philadelphia  a 
portion  of  die  trade  of  our  own  state  that  had  heretofore 
found  Baltimore  its  must  accessible  market.  In  order  to 
facilitate  tins  trade,  a considerable  reduction  on  the  rates 
of  toll  has  been  made  by  the  managers  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  canal.  During  the  past  year  four 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  boats  were  towed  from  Havre  de 
Grace  to  this  city,  and  five  hundred  and  two  boats  from 
this  city  to  Havre  de  Grace,  many  of  them  of  70  tons 
burthen.” 

Repudiation.  The  London  correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Tribune  writes,  under  date  of  3d  instant:  Gen. 
Duff  Green  is  now  here,  writing  capital  letters  for  the 
“Morning  Chronicle,”  on  American  state  bonds.  By 
the  way,  the  news  of  the  repudiating  doctrine,  of  which 
you  speak  with  so  much  alarm,  and  truly  as  seems  to 
me,  has  created  uosensa.ion  here. 

Resumption  in  Ohio.  Resolutions  to’ enforce  imme- 
diate resumption  have  passed  the  senate  of  Ohio,  and 
there  is  but  little  doubt  that  a law  will  pass  fixing  the 
first  of  March  as  the  time. 

Schools  in  Massachusetts.  Tt  appears  from  the  se- 
cretary ot  the  board  of  education,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  public  schools  in  Massachusetts  is  1.103,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  who  attend  in  summer  is  131  761.  and 
in  winter  155.011.  The  number  of  teachers  is  2,461 
males  and  4,112  females.  The  average  of  wages  paid 
per  month,  including  board,  is  to  males  $33  80,  and  to 
(emales  $12  81.  The  number  of  incorporated  acade- 
mies in  the  stale  is  80.  The  average  number  of  schools 
3,825._  Amount  paid  in  all  for  tuition  $56,825.  Num- 
ber of  private  schools  1,383.  Average  number  of  schol- 
ars 31394.  Average  paid  for  tuition  $259,123.  Income 
of  local  funds  $15,306.  Aggregate  paid  by  taxes,  by 
private  contribution,  and  from  local  funds,  for  tuition, 
board  of  teachers,  and  fuel,  in  public  and  private  schools, 
and  academies,  8859,725.  [ B . Amer, 

Tariff  meeting  At  a meeting  of  citizens  in  Cincin- 
nati on  the  subject  of  the  tariff  on  the  1 3 : 1 1 ins  . a com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  report  a memorial  to  congress  in 
relation  to  the  promotion  and  protection  of  American  in- 
dustry. At  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  1 7 1 1 1 jnst.  a 
memorial  was  accordingly  presented  oil  the  part  of  the 
committee  by  Mr.  Mansfield,  one  of  its  members.  Other 
meetings  and  proceedings  have  been  of  late  held  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country  looking  to  the  protection  of  the 
respective  interests  which  are  suffering  by  t fie  present 
compromise  act. 

Tennessee.  The  senate  of  Tennessee  has  adopt*  d 
tiie  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Ltmghlin,  (V.  B.) 
choosing  Hopkins  L.  Turney  and  Thomas  Brown,  U. 
S.  senator. — another  humbug,  says  the  Nashville  Whig, 
which  the  house  will  hardly  ho  a party  to.  so  far  as  to 
consent  to  entertain  the  resolution. 

Since  the  above  we  have  seen  Nashville  papers  of  a 
later  date  which  state  that  Mr.  Laughlin’s  resolutions 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. It  has  also  passed  a resolution  to  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  United  States  senators  on  the  7th  inst.  and  anoth- 
er in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law.  [iV.  G.  Bee. 
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CONGRESS?.  On  the  28th  ult.  the  bill  from  the 
house  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  was  reject- 
ed in  the  senate  by  a vote  of  23  nays  to  22  yeas  (see 
p.  359).  The  law  therefore  went  into  operation  on  the 
1st  of  the  present  month. 

The  debate  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  (he 
question  of  privilege  involved  in  the  presentation  by 
Mr.  Adams  of  a petition  from  46  individuals  of  Ha- 
verhill, Mass,  praying  a peaceable  dissolution  of  the 
union,  has  since  the  24lh  of  January  been  the  chief 
subject  of  discussion.  We  have  condensed  the  de- 
bates for  the  first  few  days,  chiefly  from  the  able  re- 
ports of  the  National  Intelligencer,  to  which  paper 


John  W.  Campbell,  collector,  Petersburg,  Va.  re-  fields  for  study, -that  is,  land  appropriated  to  the  pub- 
appointed.  ! lie  education  of  the  people.  “In  each  province,”  says 

Thomas  H.  Jervey,  surveyor,  Charleston,  S.  C.  the  Chinese  Commentator,  “there  are  establishments 
re-appointed.  for  public  instruction,  which  have  lands  appropriat- 

William  Gray,  surveyor,  Port  Royal,  Va.  re-ap-  J ed  to  their  support,  and  to  the  common  maintenance 
pointed.  ! of  those  who  prosecute  their  studies  there.”  All  the 

Joseph  J.  Tillinghast,  surveyor,  East  Greenwich,  1 lands  in  the  empire  are  measured,  and  the  quantity 
R.  I.  vice  John  G.  Mawney,  whose  commission  ex-  of  cultivated  laud  in  the  eighteen  provinces,  in  the 
pires  Jan.  29,  1842.  1 year  1812,  was  7,915,251  king,  and  96  mew,  or  about 

William  D.  Little,  surveyor,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  150,000,000  English  acres.  The  minute  details  which 
vice  Samuel  Hall,  whose  commission  has  expired.  accompany  this  statement,  show  that  it  is  the  result 

of  very  exact  returns. 

The  amount  of  the  revenue,  laryi  and  capitation 


James  Owen,  naval  officer,  Wilmington,  N.  Caro- 
lina, vice  Daniel  Sherwood,  whose  commission  will 
expire  on  the  20th  of  the  present  month. 


J taxes,  &c.  paid  in  money  or  bullion  (besides  what  is 
taken  in  kind),  in  all  the  provinces  and  cities  of  the 
empire  is  stated  to  be  32,845,474  silver  leang,  or  taels, 
J and  9,005,600  copper  tseen,  or  cash.  Rackoning  the 
j tael  at  6s.  3d.  and  the  cash  at  one-tenth  of  the  tael, 

I the  aggrenate  sum  will  be  upwards  of  ten  millions 
and  a half  sterling.  The  copper  cash.,  however,  which 
is  collected  only  in  the  province  of  Kan-suh,  is  the 
iu  paper  i „ . . , „ para,  a coin  with  which  the  Mahomedan  tributaries 

we  are  constantly  indebted,  and  brought  them  down  Ta-tsing  hway-teen,  a collection  ol  regulations  of  Qf  Ch ina,  in  Yarkand,  Kashgar,  &c.,  pay  their  capi- 
to  Thursday  morning  the  27th.  On  thatdav  Messrs.  ; 'J10  reigning  dynasty,  which  relate  to  the  population,  tation  tax,  and  which  is  worth  less  than  a half-pennv: 
Underwood,  Botts  and  Arnold  spoke,  and  as  inciden- 1 lbe  aads’ alld  revenu®s  of  China.  The  date  ol  tbjs  wou],j 
tal  to  their  remarks  was  a charge  against  the  secreta-  I tbe  e<^‘f*on 's  not  apparent  from  the  copy  of  the  work,  i ^10.070  22C 
ry  of  navy  by  Mr.  Botts,  of  his  having  been  previous  ' w!,ich  is  in  the  royal  libralT  at  Pans,  hut  from  inter-  Chih-le 
to  his  entrance  upon  his  office,  an  open  and  avowed  ! nal  evidence  must  be  posterior  to  1812;  the  preface  Shan-tung 
advocate  of  disunion.  The  charge  has  been  denied  1 ls  dated  181  °-  T1,e  results  °f  these  documents,  be-  Shan-se 
— - 1 ing  founded  upon  returns  made  for  official  and  reve-  1 Ho-nan 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

CHINA. 

Statistics.  Mr.  Pauthier,  of  Paris,  has  published 
a translation  of  certain  official  documents  from  the 


by  Mr.  Upshur,  and  Mr.  Botts  has  promised  its,  - , , , 

proof.  On  Friday,  28th,  the  debate  was  continued  nue  PurPoses,  are  therefore  to  be  relied  upon.  1 Reang-soo 

by  Mr.  Marshall  and  Mr.  Adams.  On  Saturday  the  | The  census  of  the  population  is  directed  to  be  ta-  I Gan-hwuy 
29lh,the  treasury  note  bill  with  the  amendments  of!  ken  by  means  of  registers  accurately  made,  by  spe-  | Keang-se 
the  senate  was  passed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speak-  ' cial  military  officers,  Manchoo,  Mongol  and  Chinese,  ' Fo-keen 
er,  there  being  100  yeas  to  100  nays.  On  Monday  j under  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  finance.  The  ! Che-keang 
the  31st,  the  death  of  the  late  senator  from  Rhode  mode  in  which  the  numbers  are  obtained  is  as  fol-  ! The  amo 
Island,  the  hon.  N.  T.  Dixon  was  announced  and  both  ! lows:  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  of  each  different  kinds,  was  4,356,382  shih'( stone),  a "measure 
houses  adjourned,  and  on  Tuesday  attended  his  fu-  ' province  causes  little  tablets  of  wood  ( mun-pae , “door  which  is  nearly  equal  to  the  French  hectolitre  and  in 

neral.  On  Wednesday,  the  discussion  was  renewed,  - tablets”)  which  are  attached  to  the  doors  of  the  diffe-  forage,  5,494,780  slnih,  trusses  or  bundles. 


make  the  money  revenue 
, thus  distributed: 

amount  to 

=£1,045,715 

Hoo-pih 

>£344,166 

1,073,360 

Hoo-nan 

376,250 

982,312 

Shen-se 

518,520 

1,104,281 

Kan-suh 

123,566 

1,133,755 

603,205 

Sze-chuen 

252, 4S8 

Kwang-tung 

336,553 

674,432 

Kwang-se 

150,428 

431,362 

Yun-nan 

118,763 

922,560 

Kwei-choo 

42,037 

The  amount  of  contributions  in  grain  and  pulse,  of 


Mr.  Adams  urging  the  passage  of  his  resolutions  call-  rent  houses,  in  order  that  the  exact  number  of  per- 
ing  for  testimony  to  substantiate  his  defence.  Mr.  sons  inhabiting  each  may  be  inscribed  on  them,  to  be 
Holmes  of  S.  C.  opposed  but  they  were  granted  and  i collected  by  certain  officers  every  year,  when  the  as- 
in  part  only.  On  Thursday  the  3rd, Mr.  Gilmer  con-  sessirient  is  made,  and  sent  to  the  hoard  of  finance,  I 
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eluded  his  remarks  advocating  the  original  motion  of 
censure  moved  by  hirnself,  and  Mr.  Adams  replied. 
On  Friday,  he  continued  his  defence. 

CHINA.  Ship  Probus  at  New  York  left  Macao 
October  4th,  bringing  18  days  later  information. 
The  British  captured  the  island  of  Amoy  on  26th 
August,  without  much  resistance,  and  had  gone  north- 
ward. 

FLORIDA.  A correspondent  of  the  Savannah 
Republican,  under  date  of  the  29th  ultimo,  writes  as 
follows: 

“On  the  25th  inst.  Major  Plympton,  in  command 


For  Niles'  Register. 

Mr.  Editor:  In  the  Register  of  the  11th  Decem- 


where  they  are  arranged,  and  a list  is  drawn  up  from 
them  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  returns  distinguish 
males  who  have  reached  virility  and  are  subject  to  ; be^ISll.'rfind^kredttoriararUcirundrr  thThead 
contribution,  denominated  “Ting;”  and  women  and  of..trade  and  commerce.”  As  that  article  in  my 
youths  below  puberty,  who  are  called  'how,”  or  humble  opinion  is  we]1  caiculated  to  lead  many  per- 
“mouths.”  The  whole  population  (Ting-how)  in  he  sons  int0  £rrW)eous  conclusions  in  relation  to  our  ex- 
eighteen  provinces  of  the  empire,  amountedm  the  t and  ^ t trad  j est  to  insert  wh 

™ YT  °f  Ke.a_klDS.  -°r  A.  D.  1812  to  few  words  1 shall  say  upon  the  subject,  together  with 
361,693,179  souls,  exclusive  ot  the  eight  Tartar  ban-  what  comme„ts  you  see  proper  to  make  upon  it 
ners  at  Peking,  and  of  the  population  ot  the  depen-  y0ur  ,.]f  1 1 r 

dencies  beyond  the  frontiers  of  China  proper,  which,-  After' giving  the  secretary's  “statement  exhibiting 
are  not  included  m the  returns.  | the  value  of  imports  and  exports  annually , from  1791  to 

The  numbers  in  the  several  provinces  are  as  fol-  1841”  you  make  the  following  remarks:  “Systems 

are  tested  by  aggregate  results.  Here  are  the  actual 


lows: 


of  80  men  of  the  2d  infantry,  gallantly  encountered,  | Chih-le,  (including  Moukden  and  Kirin),  29,240,655  proceeds  of  our  existing  system  as  operating  for  fifty 


under  every  disadvantage,  Halleck  Tustenuggee,  on  the  j Shan-tung 
head  of  Hawk  river,  which  runs  into  Dunn’s  Lake, 1 Shan-se 
east  of  the  St.  John’s.  , Ho-nan 

A well  contested  fight  ensued,  that  lasted  forty-five  ! Keang-soo 
minutes.  The  enemy  retreated,  leaving  two  warriors  Gan  Whuy 
wounded  on  the  field;  one  has  since  died.  One  sol- 
dier was  killed  and  two  wounded.  The  evidence  of 
blood  on  several  trails  leading  from  the  battle  ground 
was  a guaranty  that  some  of  the  Indians  had  suffered 
from  ball  and  buckshot. 

“Troops  are  out  in  every  direction,  and  about  be- 
ing put  in  position  to  head  Ibis  celebrated  chief,  with 
every  hope  of  success,  whether  he  wends  his  way 
north,  or  south,  or  west.” 


Appointments  by  the  president.  By  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Horace  Binney, 
judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  Joseph  Hopkinson,  de- 
ceased. 

Consuls. 

Edward  Porter,  of  Virginia,  at  Tobasco,  in  Mexi- 
co, in  the  place  of  Henry  E.  Coleman,  deceased. 

James  Shaw,  at  Belfast,  in  Ireland. 

Land  Officer. 

Jean  B.  C.  Rachel,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Natchitoches,  La.  vice  James  P.  Harrison,  resigned. 

Custom  Hoase  Officers. 

Thomas  L.  Shaw,  collector,  Georgetown,  S.  C.. 
re-appointed. 

Mahlon  D.  Canfield,  collector,  Great  Egg  Harbor, 
N.  J.  re-appointed. 
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Keang-se 
Fokeen,  (including  Formosa) 
Che-keang 


Hoo-pih 
Hoo-nan 
Shen-se 
Kan-suh 
Sze-chuen 
Kwang-tung 
Kwang-se 
Yun-nan 
Kwei-choo 


28,958,764  years.  The  exports  exceeded  the  imports  in  only 
14,004,210  ; seven  out  of  the  fifty.  Excluding  the  year  1840  and 
23,037,171  the  total  amount  ot  the  excess  in  the  other  six  of 
37,843,501  ; those  years  was  but  $25,000,000 — with  that  year  the 
34,168,059  j excess  of  exports  was  altogether  $50,109,578,  whilst 
23,046,999  the  excess  of  imports  during  the  remaining  44  of  the 
14,779,158  50  years  is  $803,428,630.  In  the  whole  fifty  years  the 
26,256,784  I excess  of  importations  over  exports  is  $753,319,357, 
27,370,098  being  an  annual  average  of  over  15,000,000  of  dollars! 
18,652,507  ; What  other  nation  on  earth  could  have  sustained  such 
10,007,256  I a drain.  Take  the  period  since  the  enactment  of  (he 
15.354,875  compromise  bill  and  the  progressive  reduction  of  the 
21,435,673  ! tariff  thereunder,  up  to  1839  inclusive  and  the  aver- 
19,174,030  I age  excess  of  imports  was  nearly  thirty  millions  an- 
9,313,895  j nually.  This  was  continued  until  our  resources  and 
5,561,320  credit  both  failed,  and  disaster  is  upon  us.” 

The  writer  of  this  paragraph  obviously  intended  to 
convey  the  idea,  that  the  753,319,357  dollars,  the  ex- 
cess of  our  imports  over  our  exports  in  the  last  fifty 
years,  had  operated  as  a drain  upon  us,  and  had  final- 
ly almost  dried  up  our  resources;  that  we  were  im- 
poverished in  consequence  of  this  inequality  between 
our  imports  and  exports  to  the  average  amount  of  15 
millions  of  doilars  a year  for  that  time.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  however,  it  is  evidence  of  a gain 
to  the  United  States  of  the  sum  he  supposes  we  iiave 
with  the  exceptions  of  the  amount  to 


5,288,219 


361,693,179 


In  the  registers,  the  “honorable” population  (leang) 
is  distributed  into  four  classes,  namely,  the  people 
(min),  the  military  (keun),  the  mercantile  class 
(shang),  and  the  “fire-places”  (tsaou);  the  tseen,  or 
vile  population,  comprises  slaves,  hired  servants, 
courtezans,  actors  and  actresses,  and  certain  other 
classes  in  particular  localities.  The  registers  of  ad-  been  losin^ 
venturers  (maou),  persons  who  move  about  from  I which  the  states,  corporations  and  private  individuals 
place  to  place  (kwa),  cross  the  frontiers,  and  lodge  ! in  this  country,  are  indebted  abroad;  estimated  by 
at  inns,  are  required  to  be  kept  with  great  vigilance,  some  at  200  million  of  dollars.  Thus  $553,319,357 
The  lands  throughout  the  empire  are  classified  un-  at  least  may  be  set  down  as  a clear  gain  to  the  United 
der  various  heads,  amongst  which  are  the  heo  teen,  or  States.  To  make  this  evident,  take  for  example  a 
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single  year,  say  1832.  The  imports  in  that  year 
were  $101,029,266,  and  the  exports  for  the  same 
year  $87,176,943.  In  that  year,  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  paragraph  before  quoted 
we  were  drained  to  the  amount  of  $13,352,323.  I 
now  propose  to  show  very  briefly,  that  instead  of  this 
being  a drain  upon  us,  we  were  deriving  a profit  by 
our  foreign  trade  to  the  amount  of  §13,352,323;  and 
that  this  apparent  excess  of  importations,  was  really 
indicative  of  prosperity  rather  than  adversity. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  value  of  our  ex- 
ports as  found  in  our  custom  house  books,  is  the  value 
our  products  have  previous  to  exportation;  and  the 
value  of  imports  also  so  found,  is  the  value  of  goods 
in  those  countries  from  which  they  are  imported. — 
Thus,  suppose  a merchant  of  Baltimore  ships  ten 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  products  to  Liverpool;  the 
custom  house  books  of  course  show  an  export  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  But  the  merchant  has  to  pay 
freight,  insurance,  & c.  and  lay  out  of  his  capital  until 
he  gets  a return,  which  he  would  not  do  if  he  did  not 
expect  to  sell  bis  cargo  for  an  advance  in  Liverpool. 
He  there  disposes  of  his  cargo  for  §11,500,  which  is 
15  per  cent,  above  our  custom  house  valuation. — 
With  the  proceeds  of  which  he  purchases  cutlery  to 
the  amount  of  §11,500,  which,  when  he  returns  to 
Baltimore  is  entered  on  the  custom  house  books  as 
§11,500  of  imports;  showing  an  excess  of  imports  to 
the  amount  of  §1,500  in  this  single  transaction  and  no 
foreign  debt  contracted. 

Now,  so  far  is  the  United  States  from  loosing  in 
this  transaction,  she  has  gained  §1,500.  For  the 
Baltimore  merchant  has  derived  a profit  as  we  have 
seen  of  that  amount,  and  no  person  has  lost  any  thing. 
Now  the  §87,176,943  of  the  products  of  our  country 
valued  here  and  entered  upon  our  custom  house 
books  in  1832,  and  exchanged  for  other  articles  in  fo- 
reign countries  for  §101,029,266  would  show  a gain 
instead  of  a loss  of  §13,352,323  or  about  15  per  cent, 
although  the  imports  exceed  the  exports  by  that  sum. 

A whale  ship  is  fitted  out  with  provisions,  &c.  va- 
lued at  §8,000  and  is  so  entered  on  the  custom  house 
books,  but  returns  with  oil  worth  §24,000,  which  is 
entered  also  as  so  much  imports,  showing  an  excess 
of  §16,000  of  imports  above  exports  and  the  vessel 
never  touched  perhaps  at  a foreign  port. 

I think  it  is  therefore  clearly  evident,  that  if  the 
custom  house  books  showed  a perfect  balance  of  ex- 
ports and  imports,  our  shipping  merchants  must  have 
been  in  a losing  business,  as  much  in  proportion  to 
the  amount,  as  the  supposed  Baltimore  merchant 
would  have  done  if  he  had  sold  his  cargo  in  Liver- 
pool for  only  §10,000  instead  of  $11,500,  that  is,  all 
the  cost  of  freight  insurance  and  use  of  capital  em- 
ployed. WM.  E.  LUKENS. 

January  1th,  1842. 

REMARKS. 

Our  correspondent  invites  us  to  a field  which  is  of 
vast  circuit,  and  in  which  deliberation,  time  and  ma- 
terial are  required  to  manage  a controversy  as  it 
should  be, — embracing  little  less  than  the  whole 
sphere  of  political  economy.  Surrounded  as  we  have 
been  ever  since  we  took  charge  of  this  publication, 
with  immediate  and  pressing  demands  upon  every 
hour  in  order  to  keep  way  with  affairs  in  the  accu- 
mulating difficulties  of  the  times  especially  in  mone- 
tary concerns,  we  have  seldom  been  at  liberty  to  take 
a seat  at  the  editorial  desk,  a sufficient  time  to  con- 
centrate our  mind  upon  a subject  as  we  would  wish, 
in  order  to  present  our  views  suitably  to  our  readers. 
And  now,  we  are  compelled  to  snatch  but  a hasty 
moment  and  devote  but  a brief  space  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  positions,  assumed  by  our  correspondent, 
under  a sense  of  duty  to  our  country  and  to  our  posi- 
tion and  a full  persuasion  of  the  importance  at  this 
time  especially  of  the  topics  to  which  he  calls  atten- 
tion. 

There  is  plausibility  in  the  example  adduced  by 
our  correspondent.  He  has  in  brief  terms  summed  up 
the  substance  of  arguments  which  we  find  made  use 
of  in  various  directions  by  the  opponents  of  a recip- 
rocal or  countervailing  tariff.  We  admit  his  premises 
Without  hesitation,  so  far  as  a fair  legitimate  trade 
conducted  by  our  own  citizens  upon  bona  fide  capita] 
of  their  own  is  concerned.  This  is  but  the  common 
benefits  of  commerce,  enhancing  the  aggregate 
amount  of  wealth  by  exchanging  the  surplus  of  those 
who  have  to  spare,  with  those  who  want,  impover- 
ishing neither  those  who  sell  nor  those  who  buy.  Of 
the  many  millions  of  value  which  annually  exchange 
hands  between  this  and  foreign  countries,  a large 


proportion  is  of  course  within  this  wholesome  limita- 
tion— fair  business  transactions — wholesome  trade, 
resulting  in  bringing  to  us  What  is  Worth  more  to  us 
than  what  we  have  parted  with,  and  thereby  increas- 
ing our  wealth  and  comforts  as  well  as  the  wealth  and 
comforts  of  those  to  whom  we  have  imparted  of  our 
abundance. 

But  whilst  admitting  this  benign  influence  of  a 
properly  regulated  commerce,  and  allowing  that  to 
the  above  extent  the  amount  of  our  imports  should 
exceed  our  exports,  according  as  values  are  estimat- 
ed in  our  official  schedules,  yet  we  deny  most  expli- 
citly that  the  excess  of  imports  is  a true  index  of  the 
prosperity  of  a country.  On  the  contrary,  so  general 
is  the  tendency  to  far  overleap  that  wholesome  limit, 
that  excess  is  almost  an  invariable  result  of  unregu- 
lated trade.  The  propensities  of  men  in  all  countries 
and  all  ages,  have  been  to  indulge  themselves  not  only 
with  as  much  of  what  they  fancy  they  want — as  they 
can  pay  for  with  what  they  have  at  the  time,  but  be- 
yond that — to  the  utmost  extent  of  what  they  hope  to 
have  some  time  hereafter  wherewith  to  pay.  The 
sad  experience  of  involvements  which  disappoint- 
ment in  these  sanguine  hopes  occasions — the  millions 
upon  millions  of  debts  incurred  thereby — (he  poverty 
which  the  attempts  to  collect  those  debts  entail  upon 
the  communities  where  they  have  been  incurred — the 
wreck  and  ruin  of  fair  prospects — fortunes — credit 
and  character,  which  follow  in  the  train — are  sad 
evidences,  alas,  too  obvious  every  where  around  us, 
of  the  fatal  tendencies  of  this  excess. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  our  correspondent  recog- 
nizes no  limit  to  the  excess  of  importations?  Can 
he, — can  any  one  of  those  who  advocate  the  doctrine 
ofthe  largest  liberty  in  trade.have  seriously  persuaded 
themselves  that  the  more  we  import  over  what  we 
export — in  other  words,  the  more  we  buy  over  what 
we  sell,  the  wealthier  we  are  becoming?  Assuming, 
as  our  correspondent  has  done,  the  right  round  royal 
sum  of  over  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars  which 
we  have  imported  over  the  amount  of  our  exports 
within  the  last  fifty  years,  they  tell  us  that  that  is  the 
real  increase  of  our  wealth  by  the  transaction — the 
actual  profit  made  by  allowing  imports  to  exceed  ex- 
ports,—and  hint  at  no  limitation.  Why  then,  let  us 
dash  on, — the  more  we  spend  beyond  what  we  make, 
the  richer  we  shall  be  and  the  more  prosperous  our 
country. 

Though  such  would  be  the  necessary  consequence 
of  carrying  out  their  arguments  to  their  inevitable  re- 
sults, yet  our  opponents  would  no  doubt  consider  it 
unfair  to  attribute  such  extravagance  to  them.  True, 
they  hint  at  no  limit  to  the  excess  which  imports  may 
be  allowed  to  exceed  exports — because  itmightspoil 
the  effect  of  the  flattering  picture  of  prosperity  which 
they  have  drawn  for  us.  But  if  we  demand  an  an- 
swer to  the  ultimate  conclusions  to  which  their  argu- 
ments tend,  they  would  no  doubt  claim  some  bounds 
to  their  own  proposition.  They  would  insist  that 
though  the  balance  of  trade  might  and  ought  to  pre- 
ponderate in  favor  of  importations,  yet  there  must  be 
some  limit  to  the  extent  to  which  excess  can  safely 
be  indulged.  The  idea  that  the  more  we  can  obtain 
from  others  beyond  the  value  of  what  we  part  with, 
the  better  off  we  shall  be,  is  too  preposterous  to  be 
maintained. 

Wherever  that  limit  is,  it  is  just  as  absolute  in  its 
demarcation  between  prosperity  on  one  hand,  and 
poverty  on  the  other,  as  if  the  line  were  supposed  to 
be  in  an  exact  equality  between  imports  and  exports. 

The  advocates  of  “free  trade,”  (so  called) — tacitly 
admit  the  existence  of  such  a limit — but  they  insist 
that  it  is  ascertained  and  should  be  regulated  only  by 
the  operations  of  a commerce,  unrestrained  altogeth- 
er on  our  part,  although  it  be  ever  so  much  restricted 
towards  us  by  the  regulations  of  those  with  whom  we 
trade.  “Commerce  should  be  left  free — it  can  best 
regulate  itself” — is  their  doctrine. 

To  this  our  answer  is — that  by  this  process,  as  is 
now  exhibiting  in  the  experience  of  this  country,  ex- 
cess of  importations  is  only  limited  by  the  poverty 
and  sufferings  of  those  who  admit  it.  The  infliction 
of  distress  is  inevitable — and  the  extent  of  that  dis- 
tress is  only  limited  by  the  capacity  of  the  victim  to 
endure. 

Here  we  have  at  once  the  radical  difference  be- 
tween the  two  parties  on  this  question.  The  one 
party  is  for  leaving  the  country  to  endure  forever  this 
grievious  method  of  ascertaining  where  the  limit  of 
excess  of  importations  is  to  be  applied. 

We  will,  under  their  process,  be  required  at  all 
times  to  part  with  whatever  other  countries  will  consent 
to  receive  of  what  we  have  to  spare,— we  will  be  re- 
quired in  addition,  to  have  the  last  farthing  in  the 
purse  drained  out  by  the  quiet  hut  effective  process 
of  a premium  upon  specie — and  we  will  constantly  be 


harrassed  as  we  are  now,  to  make  up  as  much  as  we 
possibly  can  of  the  still  formidable  and  even  existing 
balance  of  trade  by  obligations  bearing  interest — pay- 
ment of  which  is  procrastinated  it  may  be  from  time 
to  time,  which  is  alas  but  predicating  upon  years  of 
toil  yet  to  be  endured. 

“Balance  of  trade”  did  we  say?  Our  ingenious 
correspondent  has  objected,  and  we  admit,  that  it  is 
not  exactly  the  amount  of  the  balance  of  imports  over 
exports — but  it  is  the  balance  of  imports  over  what 
our  exports  will  pay  for,  that  produces  the  difficulty, 
and  which  he  and  those  who  agree  with  him,  hint  at 
no  means  of  obviating.  Our  poverty  alone  is  the 
limit  their  expedient  suggests. 

The  advocates  for  reciprocity  in  trade,  on  the  con- 
trary, maintain  that  it  is  the  province  and  duty  of  go- 
vernment to  anticipate,  and  by  wholesome  provisions 
and  restrictions  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  this  con- 
dition of  suffering  and  exaction.  They  hold  that  this 
can  be  done  and  ought  to  be  done — that  all  other  go- 
vernments have  uniformly  and  do  now  protect  their 
people  from  pursuing  any  trade  unlimitedly  that 
would  evidently  impoverish  them.  They  show  that 
our  own  government  from  the  moment  of  its  forma- 
tion until  the  fatal  introduction  of  this  new  theory 
under  the  operation  of  which,  the  present  condition 
of  the  country  has  been  mainly  superinduced,  did 
maintain  the  demand  for  a reciprocity  of  trade  with 
all  nations,  on  prescribed  restrictions  against  their  re- 
strictions, whenever  it  appeared  to  be  our  interest  to 
do  so.  To  this  wholesome  policy  under  which  the 
country  so  long  prospered  they  insist  that  ourgovern- 
ment  ought  to  return.  They  deem  self-protection  at 
least  as  indispensable  a duty  in  communities  as  be- 
tween individuals. 

We  allow,  then,  that  the  amount  of  our  imports 
may  extend  to  the  utmost  that  our  exports  will  pay 
for.  But  we  insist  that  every  step  beyond  that  is  a 
stride  towards  poverty  and  distress.  We  insist  fur- 
ther that  the  natural  tendency  of  a trade  left  unregu- 
lated on  the  one  side,  and  artfully  restricted  by  regu- 
lations designed  to  work  to  their  own  advantage  on 
the  other  side,  will  enevitably  tend  to  enrich  one 
party  by  impoverishing  the  other — and  we  say  this 
is  the  present  condition  of  things,  and  that  this  con- 
dition will  become  worse  and  worse  the  longer  the 
cause  thereof  is  allowed  to  exist. 

But  let  us  attend  for  a moment  to  the  example 
which  our  correspondent  has  adduced. 

Because  one  provident  farmer  sells  his  crop  for 
more  than  it  has  cost  him  to  produce  it,  and  thereby 
in  his  sphere  of  commerce,  is  able  at  the  end  of  the 
year  to  import  upon  his  place  more  than  he  has  ex- 
ported,— are  we  therefore  authorised  to  conclude,  as 
our  correspondent  would  seem  to  have  done,  that 
every  one  who  can  contrive  to  effect  it,  is  right  in 
buying  as  much  more  than  he  can  sell  as  possible? 
The  theory  is,  that  he  is  enriched  to  the  extent  of 
the  value  of  what  he  gets,  beyond  the  value  of  what 
he  has  parted  with.  Is  this  theory  tenable?  Would 
it  not  be  an  idle  waste  of  words  to  combat  it? 

By  arguing  from  isolated  cases,  which  occur  in  so 
wide  a field  as  that  which  the  commerce  of  nations 
affords,  almost  any  proposition  may  be  rendered  plau- 
sible. As  an  offset  to  the  case  adduced  by  our  cor- 
respondent, suppose  we  select  one  of  the  many  thou- 
sand instances  which  are  constantly  occurring,  of  a 
less  prudent  character. 

We  will  assume  that  the  very  same  individual 
who  is  introduced  by  our  correspondent,  has  been 
seduced  by  the  profits  realized  by  a number  of  trans- 
actions similar  to  the  one  above  detailed,  to  extend 
his  operations  and  to  avail  of  a well  established 
credit  which  fidelity  to  his  engagements  has  now 
built  up  for  him  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Suppose 
him  to  have  caught  the  prevailing  infection  to  which 
our  system  renders  all  Americans  so  liable.  He  is 
seized  with  the  spirit  of  speculation,  and  fancies  that 
by  a skillful  use  of  his  resources,  thousands  might  be 
made  where  only  hundreds  had  been.  He  now  ex- 
tends the  ramification  of  his  trade  into  every  avenue 
that  promises  profit  either  at  home  or  abroad;  a fac- 
tory is  established  here — a warehouse  there — farms 
and  flour  mills  in  the  wheat  growing  sections— plan- 
tations in  the  tobaceo  region — cotton  estates  in  the 
south — or  sugar  estates  in  the  southwest — ships  await 
his  freight  in  the  seaports  and  monied  facilities  are 
at  his  command.  Meantime  a prospect  ot  a splen- 
did speculation  is  perceived.  No  matter  what — ac- 
counts are  brought  that  the  weather  threatens  a fail- 
ure of  the  grain  crops  of  Europe  for  instance.  If 
he  can  but  secure  flour  at  present  prices  here  and  get 
it  to  England  in  the  nick  of  time  when  scarcity  shall 
have  brought  their  sliding  scale  of  duties  down  to 
its  lowest  fraction,  his  fortune  is  made  at  a single 
dash. 

But  how  is  this  to  be  done?  It  requires  large  funds, 
and  his  means  at  home  having  just  been  exhausted 
in  heavy  purchases  of — say  negroes,  to  stock  his 
southern  plantation;  he  must  resort  to  his  credit 
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abroad  for  the  occasion — and  without  hesitation  or- 
ders are  forwarded  to  his  European  correspondents 
to  ship  forthwith  $500,000  worth  of  sundries  mer- 
chandise— at  six  and  twelve  months  credit.  It  ar- 
rives—is  sent  to  auction,  sold  at  sixty  and  ninety 
days — and  with  the  proceeds,  flour  is  bought  and 
shipped  under  the  full  persuasion  that  from  its  sale 
the  foreign  duty  would  be  paid  as  well  as  the  foreign 
bills  he  had  incurred,  and  a speedy  return  realized. 

Before  his  flour  reaches  Liverpool  however,  the 
•weather  has  changed.  Every  appearance  indicates  a 
splendid  harvest.  The  duty  upon  flour  had  changed 
of  course  with  the  weather.  Instead  of  being  able 
to  enter  the  article  at  a nominal  duty,  it  is  now  equi- 
valent to  an  exclusion.  His  agent  places  it  in  bond, 
hypothecates — and  finally  has  to  sacrifice  his  sour 
flour  for  little  more  than  will  pay  charges. 

We  leave  to  the  superior  arithmetical  tact  of  our 
correspondent,  to  show  how  much  either  the  specu- 
lator or  his  country,  has  been  enriched  by  this  entire 
transaction,  even  supposing  that  the  official  valua- 
tion of  the  imports  in  the  case  had  exceeded  just  as 
much  as  he  pleases  the  home  valuation  of  the  article 
exported. 

Again:  The  addition  which  our  correspondent  and 
others  who  take  similar  views,  make  of  frieght, 
charges,  profit,  &c.  in  order  to  increase  the  value  of 
our  exports  so  as  to  approach  the  value  of  what  we 
import,  is  but  an  accumulation  of  unnecessary  fi- 
gures,—for  if  our  exports  are  entitled  to  those  addi- 
tions, so  also  are  our  imports , to  at  least  as  much — nay 
more — and  the  result  would  be,  if  the  sum  were  fair- 
ly stated,  that  the  balance  of  trade  is  in  fact  at  least 
as  much  more  against  us,  as  the  percent,  allowed  for 
those  charges  added  to  the  total  amount,  would  in- 
crease the  amount  of  the  imports  beyond  what  it  in- 
creased the  amount  of  the  exports. 

By  the  way,  every  one  that  is  conversant  with  the 
subject,  is  aware  that  the  valuations  of  imports  as 
given  in  our  official  reports,  are  but  a remote 
approximation  to  their  actual  value.  They  are  set 
down  at  the  loreign  valuation,  and  as  our  duties  are 
levied  upon  such  valuation,  the  lower  they  place  the 
estimate,  the  less  duty  they  have  to  pay.  Upon  this 
subject  we  have  abundant  proof  that  in  many  cases 
the  foreigner  places  the  value  below  half  the  actual 
value  of  the  goods — and  in  almost  all  cases  the  re- 
venue is  swindled  by  their  agents’ entries  at  our  cus- 
tom houses.  This  is  one  of  the  many  expedients 
by  which  they  are  superceding  our  own  fair  traders 
who  cannot  of  course  in  this  case  compete  with 
them  in  prices. 

Could  a fair  and  full  valuation  of  the  imports  be 
ascertained,  could  the  actual  price  which  our  people 
have  ultimately  to  pay  for  foreign  goods  imported,  be 
set  down,  the  real  disparity  between  our  exports  and 
imports  would  astound  all  of  us.  A balance  of  five 
hundred  millions  against  us,  would  fall  far  short  of 
the  reality.  But  we  presume  that  according  to  the 
consoling  theory  of  our  opponents,  the  more  we  pay 
for  them,  the  wealthier  we  are. 

As  to  the  amount  of  the  actual  indebtedness  of 
this  country  to  Europeans,  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment stocks,  state  stocks,  corporation  and  internal 
improvement  stocks — liens  upon  real  estate — balan- 
ces of  long  deferred  claims,  as  well  as  for  goods  im- 
ported and  yet  to  be  paid  for,  we  believe  the  esti- 
mates of  our  correspondent  as  well  as  of  other  au- 
thorities to  be  very  far  below  the  real  aggregate. 
But  of  that  at  a future  time. 

Another,  and  a still  more  material  error  in  the 
view  which. the  advocates  of  the  “largest  liberty”  in 
trade  seem  all  of  them  to  have  fallen  into,  is,  their 
assuming  that  the  import  as  well  as  the  export  trade 
— that  all  our  commerce  is  in  our  own  hands.  Alas! 
By  a continuance  of  our  present  system  we  have 
already  forfeited  much  that  we  once  enjoyed  of  both,* 
and  if  persisted  in,  we  shall  have  a slim  account  of 
freight,  profits  on  shipping,  tonnage,  and  capital,  to 
balance  the  foreign  account  for  those  same  items. 
We  must  leave  to  our  correspondent  to  state  and 
work  out  for  us  the  resulbof  cases  in  which  the  trade 
is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners  instead  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, exports  as  well  as  imports  done  on  foreign  ac- 
count, and  the  balance  of  trade  in  the  transaction  made 
up  by  shipments  of  specie. 

The  answer  to  all  this  we  presume  would  be,  that 
“trade  if  left  free,  will  regulate  itself.” 

If  it  were  left  free  on  all  hands,  it  might  regulate 
itself  somewhat  better  than  this  one-sided  “free 
trade”  as  it  is  called,— a trade  left  free  on  one  side, 
and  interdicted  and  restrained  on  the  other.  Whilst 
one  party  models  restrictions,  exactions,  and  exclu- 
sions, to  suit  their  own  interests  and  the  other  party 
quietly  submits  and  allows  the  “largest  liberty ” to 
them,  commerce  will  make  an  awkward  hand  of 
“regulating  itself”  to  the  advantage  of  both.  The 
profit  of  such  intercourse  is  like  the  handle  of  a 

*See  Gen.  Tailmadge’s  letter  in  the  last  Register. 


I jug,  all  on  one  side.  The  extent  to  which  imports 
may  exceed  exports  by  this  process  will  be  limited  it 
is  true,  but  where?  Exactly  at  the  point  where  the 
impoverished  nation  becomes  no  longer  able  to  pay. 
No, — a little  beyond  that — just  when  their  last  shred 
of  credit  fails — there,  and  there  only  is  the  limit 
which  these  anti-tariff  advocates  of  free  trade  insist 
that  the  line  and  limit  of  excess  should  operate.  A 
free  people  ought  of  course  to  be  left  at  liberty  to 
ruin  themselves  if  they  see  fit.  Do  we  not  allow 
every  spendthrift  prodigal  to  squander  his  estate  just 
as  fast  as  he  pleases?  Aye,  and  often  to  ruin  his  too 
credulous  creditors  too. 

As  infallibly  as  gratifying  every  want  and  every 
extravagance  which  either  money  or  credit  can  pro- 
cure, leads  to  the  impoverishment  and  ruin  of  an 
individual,  so  will  the  same  indulgence  if  allowed 
by  a nation,  prostrate  its  citizens  into  like  distress. 
The  “largest  liberty”  knows  and  regards  moral  re- 
straints as  little  in  the  commercial  circle  as  it  would 
in  the  social  circle  if  we  had  no  laws  to  restrain  it. 
The  limit  which  lawless  nature  prescribes  in  the  one 
case  is  the  extent  of  physical  power  and  appetite. 
In  the  other  the  limit  is  defined  by  absolute  suffering; 
distress  and  poverty  at  last  interpose  their  barrier. 
When  means  are  exhausted,  the  last  farthing  drained 
from  your  purse,  your  monied  institutions  prostrated, 
your  industry  estimated  for  years  to  come,  and  drawn 
upon;  when  your  estate  is  mortgaged  for  more 
than  it  will  bring,  and  your  ingenuity  fails  in  expe- 
dients to  raise  the  wind  upon  your  previous  good 
name  and  character,  then  indeed,  the  limit  is  ascer- 
tained, of  how  much,  according  to  this  theory  our 
imports  may  exceed  exports;  and  the  balance  of  trade 
is  allowed  to  vibrate,  as  from  these  very  causes  it 
recently  has  done.  Foreigners  will  sell  us  no  more, 
because  they  have  ascertained  that  we  can  pay  no 
more.  And  even  then  ’tis  “our  poverty  and  not  our 
will,  consents”  to  limit  our  expenditures.  Such  is 
human  nature. 

Our  notion  is,  that  it  is  the  province  and  duty  of 
every  good  government  to  foresee,  anticipate,  and 
by  wholesome  regulations  to  avert  such  a condition 
of  things.  In  short,  we  would  have  the  “largest  li- 
berty” in  trade  restrained  by  a due  regard  to  our 
capability  to  pay  for  what  we  buy,  in  the  aggregate, 
just  as  faithfully  as  moral  and  legal  obligations  in 
the  social  sphere  are  intended  to  compel  observances 
in  individual  cases.  We  maintain  that  the  govern- 
ment which  neglects  this  duty,  fails  of  the  object 
for  which  governments  should  be  instituted  and  the 
people  whom  they  ought  to  protect  are  left  a prey  to 
lawless  cupidity. 

The  native  tribes  upon  the  frontier  of  civilization 
furnish  a striking  and  perpetual  illustration  of  this 
condition  of  things.  Without  a government  to  re- 
gulate intercourse  with  rapacious  neighbors,  they 
have  “the  largest  liberty”  in  its  essense.  Seduced 
over  and  over  to  part  with  the  very  materials  upon 
which  they  should  subsist,  poverty  beyond  endu- 
rance, and  all  the  exasperating  passions  in  its  train 
of  miseries  absolutely  extirpate  tribe  after  tribe  in 
a single  generation.  Humanity  recoils  from  a con- 
templation of  the  price  that  indulgence  costs  its  vic- 
tims from  the  moment  that  foreign  avarice  is  allow- 
ed to  lay  its  baited  snares  in  their  every  pathway. 
From  that  moment  they  are  doomed.  Brief  is  the 
tragedy  of  their  fate,  brief  only  because  its  severity 
is  beyond  the  measure  of  mortal  endurauce.  The 
last  of  the  Seminoles  will  soon  follow  the  last  of  the 
Delawares  and  Mohawks. 

Like  other  civilized  countries,  ours  might  find  an 
intermediate  stage  of  poverty  to  arrest  its  fate.  Such 
a position  for  instance  as  Ireland  has  for  so  many 
centuries  occupied  in  trade  with  her  more  powerful 
sister  kingdom. 

The  master  power  will  not  indeed  strangle  the 
goose  from  which  she  can  derive  golden  eggs.  The 
son  of  St.  Patrick  is  allowed  to  delve  for  his  potato 
for  a subsistance,  else  he  could  not  make  up  his 
quarter’s  rent,  pay  his  government  taxes,  or  the 
church  its  tythes.  His  capacity  for  endurance  how- 
ever, as  well  as  for  production  is  most  accurately 
ascertained,  and  up  to  the  very  point  of  intersection 
is  the  measure  of  exaction  graduated  by  the  hand  of 
power  that  is  upon  him,  and  in  whose  pitiless  grasp 
he  has  been  from  century  to  century,  helpless  as 
infancy. 

Continue  to  maintain  the  suicidal  course  in  regard 
to  trade,  and  what  Ireland  is  to  England,  America 
will  soon  be  to  Europe.  Allow  Europeans  unlicens- 
ed liberty  here,  and  permit  them  to  enforce  such  re- 
strictions as  best  accords  with  their  own  interest 
upon  our  exports, — and  the  tale  is  told; — keep  on  in 
this  carreer  a few  more  years,  and  the  mistress  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world  will  have  re-achieved  her 
control  over  her  former  colonies.  Our  wants  or  sup- 
posed wants  will  be  her  excisemen  and  collectors  in 
every  avenue  of  society.  Nicely  graduated  poverty 
will  be  screwed  into  props  for  her  sceptre  here,  just 


as  it  has  been  in  ill-fated  Ireland,  in  India,  and  will 
soon  be  in  China.  Anti-tariff  champions  under  the 
imposing  flag  of  “free  trade”  will  marshall  on  their 
side  against  every  attempt  to  adopt  a system  of  reci- 
procity. Partizans  on  this  question  will  exaust  them 
selves  in  conflicts  with  each  other  at  the  artful  insti- 
gation of  those  master-hands  who  work  the  wires 
that  control  the  machinery  of  governments  and  trade 
just  as  dexterously  here  as  they  have  done  elsewhere 
throughout  the  world.  Tariff  and  anti-tariff  men  will 
be  the  Corkonians  and  Fardowns  of  the  field,  cudgel- 
ling each  other  scarce  less  for  the  amusement  than 
for  the  profit  of  the  foreigners,  who  could  only  con- 
trol us  through  the  agency  of  our  own  factions. 

Is  this  picture — is  the  very  thought  of  such  a result 
too  humiliating?  Turn  to  the  faithful  page  of  histo- 
ry and  see  by  what  process  the  prosperity  and  com- 
merce of  republic  after  republic  has  been  sapped  and 
trophies  borne  off  to  enrich  and  empower  those  whose 
eyes  never  wink  in  their  aim — whose  grasp  never  re- 
linquishes their  object.  A people  whose  agents  have 
now  the  assurance  to  come  here  and  preach  “free 
trade’  at  the  corners  of  our  streets,  arid  at  every  board 
of  exchange,  and  yet  at  home  practice  towards  us 
and  our  trade  the  f;most  aggravating  restrictions 
and  exactions*.  Let  them  succeed  as  they  have 
for  some  time  past  in  maintaining  a predominance  on 
their  side,  and  the  hopes  of  North  American  pros- 
perity will  soon  become  as  prostrate  as  is  that  of  our 
South  American  neighbors  from  exactly  similar 
causes.  Through  the  potent  lever  of  the  money 
power,  operating  upon  every  avenue  of  trade— -of 
steam  power  in  its  new  and  most  formidable  ramifi- 
cations—and  of  naval  power,  as  their  auxiliaries — 
and  factions  as  their  agents,  the  dominion  of  the 
world  is  their  aim,  and  the  control  of  the  resources  of 
this  union,  through  its  mistaken  policy  of  legislation 
is  but  an  incident  in  the  achievement — a scene  in  the 
grand  drama.  Their  present  purpose  is  to  induce  us 
to  continue  to  lend  our  own  agency  to  the  accom- 
plishment-closing our  eyes  to  their  ultimate  views, 
we  may  be  led  on  blindfold,  The  precipice  is  not  far 
ahead  in  the  path. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


1 ir»  Cr  <ir  i nr,  AiviKtUL'AN  COLONIZA- 
TION SOCIETY,  &c.  The  twenty-fifth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Colonization  society  was  held  in 
the  Fourth  Presbyterian  church  of  this  city  on  the 
18th  instant.  The  hon.  H.  Clay  was  prevented  by  in- 
disposition from  attending  the  meeting,  and  the  rev. 
Win.  Hawley,  one  of  the  vice  presidents,  presided.— 
The  annual  report  was  read,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  cause  of  colonization  is  in  a highly  prospe- 
rous condition,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Africa- 
The  report,  however,  will  soon  be  published’ and 
will  speak  for  itself. 


The  rev.  C.  C.  Vanarsdale , of  Philadelphia,  at  the 
request  of  ihe  executive  committee,  delivered  a high- 
ly interesting  and  impressive  discourse  on  the  life 
character  and  death  of  the  late  Thomas  Buchanan 
governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  which  will 
shortly  be  published,  as  the  board  of  directors  have 
requested  a copy  for  this  purpose, 

The  hon.  H.  Clay  was  re-elected  president  of  the 
society,  and  the  vice  presidents  of  the  last  year  were 
re-elected,  with  the  following  changes,  viz:  major 
general  Winfield  Scott  was  appointed,  vice  major 
general  Macomb,  deceased;  the  rev.  president  Way- 
land,  of  Rhode  Island,  vice  N.  Brown,  esq.  deceased- 
and  the  rev.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  D.D.  of  New  York’ 
and  the  rev.  A.  Alexander,  D-D.  of  New  Jersey’ 
were  added  to  the  number. 


After  the  society  adjourned,  the  board  of  directors 
met  and  continued  in  session  two  days,  during  which 
time  much  business  was  transacted. 

A very  respectable  number  of  delegates  appeared 
from  the  different  state  societies,  though  several  of 
the  states  entitled  to  delegates  were  not  represented 

The  executive  committee  laid  before  the  board  a 
letter  from  hon.  S.  Wilkeson,  which  they  had  receiv- 
ed in  December  last,  tendering  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee;  whereupon  it 
was 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  judge  Wilke- 
son  be  accepted. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board  be  pre- 
sented to  judge  Wilkeson  for  his  arduous  services 
while  general  agent  of  this  society  and  member  of 


*Our  government  last  year  derived  about  feurteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  duties  from  the  whole  amount  of  our  im- 
portations— say  124  millions  in  value,  and  our  strict  con* 
struettonists— higgle  at  that.  Whereas  upon  a single 

article  of  ours  8b', 396  hogsheads  of  our  tobacco  received 

in  exchange  last  year,  lor  which  they  pay  us  less  than 
seven  millions  of  dollars — Europe  exacted  duties  to  the 
amount  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  ! 'Phis  is  their 
“reciprocity’’  and  “free  trad?.” 
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the  executive  committee,  and  especially  for  his  de- 
voted and  gratuitous  aid  during  a period  of  great  dif- 
ficulty and  embarrassment,  and  that  he  be  assured  of 
their  high  respect  and  confidence,  with  the  most  ar- 
dent wishes  for  his  future  welfare. 

Committees  were  appointed  on  the  final  transac- 
tions of  the  year,  the  general  state  of  the  colony,  and 
other  subjects,  and  made  reports  entirely  satisfactory 
to  the  board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  for  the 
present  year  a corresponding  secretary,  whose  duty 
shall  be  defined  by  the  executive  committee,  and 
whose  services  shall  be  under  their  control. 

Whereupon  the  rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  was  unanimous- 
ly elected  to  that  office. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of 
the  executive  committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz: 
W.  W.  Seaton,  M.  St.  C.  Clarke,  H.  L.  Ellsworth, 
R.  S.  Coxe,  H.  Lindsly  and  R.  R.  Gurley. 

There  was  no  person  appointed  to  fill  the  station 
occupied  during  the  past  year  by  judge  Wilkeson. 

After  the  transaction  of  much  business  of  a minor 
character,  the  board  adjourned. 

The  greatest  harmony  prevailed  during  the  meet- 
ing, and  much  good  is  expected  to  result  from  it. 

[Nat.  Intel. 


MARYLAND. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SLAVE-HOLDERS 
CONVENTION. 

Assipons,  Wednesday,  12  th  Jan.  1842. 

This  being  the  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  delegates 
appointed  by  the  slave-holders  of  the  several  counties 
of  this  state,  the  delegates  assembled  at  1 o’clock,  P. 
M.  in  the  court  house  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frisby,  of  Baltimore  county, 

The  convention  was  organized  by  calling  ex-gover- 
nor George  Howard,  of  Howard  District,  to  the 
chair,  and  appointing  John  A.  Carter.  of  Montgo- 
mery county,  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Glenn,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  members  be 
appointed  by  the  chair  to  select  the  officers  of  the 
Convention. 

Whereupon,  the  chair  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, to  wit: 

John  Glenn,  of  Baltimore  city;  Dr.  Thomas  Willson, 
of  Kent;  William  D.  Bowie,  of  Prince  Georges;  W. 
B.  Gilmer,  of  Kent;  William  L Gaither,  of  Montgo- 
mery, Charles  Stephens,  of  Queen  Anne,  and  John 
Parran,  of  Calvert. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  4 
o’clock  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

4 o'clock,  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Convention  assembled  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
delegates — ex-governor  Howard,  of  Howard  district, 
in  the  chair.  The  committee  appointed  to  select  offi- 
cers for  the  organization  of  the  convention  reported 
them  as  follows: 


Rorert  W.  Bowie  .president. 

Gen.  Thomas  Emort, 

Gen.  B.  C.  Howard,  \ vice  presidents. 

Er.  Thomas  Willson,  J 

John  A.  Carter,  , . 

„ Q b secretaries. 

Geo.  W.  Sherwood,  y 

The  following  lists  of  members  appointed  to  this 
convention  were  handed  in  and  read: 

For  St  Mary's  County — John  M S Causin,  James 
D Sutton,  James  R Hopewell 

Kent  County — Dr  Thomas  Willson,  William  B 
Wilmer,  Alexander  W Ringold,  Joseph  T Mitchell, 
James  B Ricaud,  E F Chambers. 

Anne  Arundel  County — David  M Brogden,  John 
S Sellman,  John  Mercer,  Rich’d  Sellman,  Dr.  Edward 
McCeney,  Dr  James  Higgins,  John  F Willson,  James 
Kent,  James  S Owens,  Dr  Benjamin  Kerr,  Leonard 
Iglehart,  Dr  Benjamin  Watkins,  James  Harwood, 
Essex  Dorsey,  John  T Hodges,  Thomas  Snowden, 
Benjamin  E Gantt,  Dr  S Gambrel!,  Richard  Phelps, 
T S Dorsey,  Charles  Waters,  John  Ridout  of  H, 
Phil  Pettebone,  Samuel  Thomas,  Charles  Hammond. 

Annapolis  City— Thomas  S Alexander,  John  John- 
son, Thomas  Franklin,  Dr  Dennis  Claude,  Robert 
Welch  of  Ben, 


Calvert  County — John  P Wailcs,  Samuel  S Hodg- 
kins, John  H Scrivener,  John  H Somerville,  John 
Parran,  L L Weems,  J T Willson,  Richard  Estep, 
James  S Morsell. 

Charles  County — No  return. 

Baltimore  County — Richard  Frisby,  Wm  Jessnp, 
William  Jenkins,  Carvill  S Stansbury,  Dr  Selby,  M 
Duvall,  Thomas  Street. 

Talbot  County — John  B Kerr,  Philip  F Thomas, 
Edward  N Hambleton,  J Murray  Lloyd,  James  L 
Martin,  M O Colston,  John  Harrington,  Captain  J H 
Caulk,  Thomas  Tennant,  William  R Trippe,  Samuel 
Stevens,  Tench  Tilghman,  Dr  J A Clough,  S S Dick- 
enson, Capt  W Powell.  T O Martin,  Ths  Hopkins,  jr, 
which  only  was  in  attendance. 

Somerset  County — James  S Oottman,  Joshua  K 
Handy,  John  G Daehiel,  Samuel  S Boggs,  T W Stone. 

Dorchester  County — Joseph  Nicols. 

Cecil  County — Not  represented. 

Prince  George's  County — Robert  Bowie,  Lcwilton 
Snowden,  Alexander  Keech,  W W VV  Bowie,  Robert 
O Edmonson,  William  McKriew,  William  D Bowie, 
James  Mullikin,  W T Wootton,  Charles  Carter,  John 
Guynn,  Thomas  Duckett,  Robert  Ghiselin,  Robert  W 
Bowie,  Townly  B Robey,  Henry  D Hatton. 

Queen  Anne’s  County — Valentine  Bryan,  Thomas 
Kemp,  Charles  Stevens,  Gen  Thomas  Emery. 

Worcester  County — Not  represented. 

Frederick  County — Joseph  M Palmer,  A B Han- 
son, Edward  Schley,  Roderick  Dorsey,  Grafton  Ham- 
mond. 

Harford  County — George  W.  Bradford,  Thomas 
Hope,  James  Nelson,  John  W Rutledge,  John  B Hen- 
derson and  Samuel  Sutton. 

Caroline  County — Not  represented. 

Baltimore  City — John  Glenn,  Gen  Geo  H Stewart, 
Edward  Kenley,  Carroll  Spence,  Charles  H Pitts  and 
George  R Richardson. 

Washington  County — Not  represented. 

Montgomery  County — John  G England,  William 
I.  Gaither,  Dr  Horace  Willson,  John  Braddock,  John 
C Gott,  Thomas  Gitlings,  John  W Darby,  John  A 
Carter. 

Allegany  County — Not  represented. 

Carroll  County — Not  represented. 

Howard  District — Geo  Howard,  Charles  Carroll, 
Allen  7 hoinas,  C D Warfield,  Upton  D Welsh,  Benj 
C Howard,  YVesley  Linlhicum,  Wm  H Worthington. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll, 
which  call,  on  motion,  was  suspended. 

Oil  motion  of  Judge  Chambers, 

Ordered,  That  other  delegates  arriving  in  town  re- 
port themselves  to  the  secretary. 

On  motion  of  ex- governor  Howard,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  one  member  from  each  delegation 
in  attendance,  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  report  bu- 
siness for  the  action  of  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morsell  of  Calvert, 

Ordered,  That  the  chair  proceed  instanter  to  ap- 
point said  committee. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  the  following  per- 
sons : 

E F.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  W.  T.  Wootton,  of 
Prince  George’s,  John  M S.  Causin,  of  St.  Mary’s, 
B.  E.  Gantt,  of  Anne  Arundel,  John  Parran,  of  Cal- 
vert, Wm.  Jenkins,  of  Baltimore  county,  Wm.  S. 
Ridgaway,  of  Talbot,  James  S.  Cottman,  of  Somerset, 
Joseph  Nicols,  of  Dorchester,  Thomas  S.  Alexander, 
of  Annapolis,  Thomas  Emory,  of  Queen  Anne’s,  Jos. 
M.  Palmer,  of  Frederick,  James  Nelson,  of  Harford, 
John  Glenn,  of  Baltimore  city,  Wm.  L.  Gaither,  of 
Montgomery,  Gen.  B.  C.  Howard,  of  Howard  di  trict. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  the 
court  house  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o’clock 

10  o’clock  Thursday  morning,  13 th  Jan.  1842. 

The  convention  met  in  the  court  house.  Present 
as  on  yesterday. 

Robert  W.  Bowie,  Esquire,  presiding. 

A communication  was  received  from  George  W. 


Sherwood,  a-king  to  be  excused  from  serving  as  se- 
cretary, in  consequence  of  his  duties  in  the  house  of 
delegates  of  which  he  is  a member. 

Whereupon,  James  B.  Ricaud,  of  Kent,  was  ap 
pointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  and  took  their 
seats  as  members  ot  the  convention,  viz: 

William  C Gott,  Lyde  Griffith,  Edward  W'aite, 
Thomas  F Bowie,  Robert  Wright,  Grafton  Tyler, 
Horatio  C Scott,  Joshua  Hutchins,  Charles  VV  How- 
ard, John  T Johns,  James  Boyle.  James Murray.  Jacob 
Davis,  Edward  Worthington,  William  Goll,  Richard 
Dorsey,  John  T Worthington,  Gen  Tench  Tilghman, 
Horatio  L Edmonson,  Philip  F Thomas,  Robert  S 
Skinner,  James  Gales,  Resin  Gales,  William  Paca, 
Richard  B Carmichael,  Edward  S Paca,  William 
Hemsley,  B D Jackson,  Samuel  Dorsctt,  Hatnmoml 
Stewart,  Jesse  J Dairy  mple,  T D Hance,  John  Hance, 
Joseph  N Goruen,  ’1  homas  Iglehart,  Chapman  G 
Harwood,  R D Woodward,  Solomau  Hillen. 

The  president  laid  before  the  convention  a commu- 
nication from  T.  B.  Skinner,  addressed  to  E.  Dennis 
Esq.,  of  the  house  of  delegates,  w ith  a request  that  it 
be  laitl  before  the  convention 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Gantt  of  Anne  Arundel, 

Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  report  busi- 
ness for  the  convention. 

Mr  vice  president  Howard,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee have  further  time  to  make  their  report,  which 
was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gaither  of  Montgomery, 

Jjeave  was  granted,  the  committee  to  sit  during  the 
sitting  of  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Kent, 

The  president  of  the  convention  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

And  then  the  convention  adjourned  until  4 o’clock, 
P.  M. 

Thursday,  1 3/ A 4 o'clock,  P M. 

The  convention  inel  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
delegates,  present  as  in  the  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alexander  of  Annapolis  city. 

Ordered,  That  any  person  wishing  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  this  convention  with  a view  to  publish 
the  same,  be  permitted  to  have  seats  on  this  floor  if 
introduced  by  a member  of  the  convention. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Hanlon,  reporter  for  ihe  Balti- 
more American,  Mr.  Hughes,  for  the  Maryland  Repub- 
lican and  Mr.  Wee  • s,  for  the  Baltimore  Republican 
and  Sun,  were  severally  introduced  and  admitted. 

Gen.  Chambers,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  business  for  the  convention  made  the  following 
report. 

The  committee  of  one  from  each  delegation,  have 
had  under  consideration  vaiious  propositions,  relating 
to  the  subject  wnich  has  caused  the  assemblage  of  this 
convention,  and  respectfully  report  the  following  as 
the  result  of  their  deliberations — 

That  a memorial  be  presented  to  tile  legislature  ttotv 
in  session,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a law  embody- 
ing the  following  propositions. 

Proposition  1st.  A law  to  prevent  all  manumis- 
sions by  last  will.  Also  by  deed,  to  take  effect  in 
futuro 

Prop.  2d.  To  prevent  manumissions  except  upon 
condition  of  instant  transportation  to  some  place  out 
of  the  United  States,  arid  that,  at  the  expense  of  the 
manuinitlcr. 

Prop.  3 d.  To  prevent  any  free  negro  once  leav- 
ing the  slate,  ever  to  return  to  it  unless  ho  leaves  ns 
a servant  of  a white  resident  of  the  state  and  returns 
with  him;  and  such  resident  shall  first  file  a declara- 
tion in  the  county  clerk’s  office  of  his  intention  to  take 
such  servant  with  him. 

Prop.  4/A.  To  prevent  all  free  negroes  from  com- 
ing into  the  State,  except  as  servants  of  persons  travel- 
ling in  or  through  the  State. 

Prop.  nth.  To  prevent  the  transportation  of  any 
free  negro  by  rail  ronds,  steam  boats,  or  other  common 
carriers  out  of  the  state  unless  vouched  for  as  free  by 
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some  person  known  to  the  conductor  of  the  rail  road, 
or  captain  of  tile  steam  boat,  and  no  rail  road  or  steam 
boal  c impany  shall  be  liable  for  refusing  to  transport 
any  free  negro  unless  he  be  vouched  for  as  ab  ive;  and 
any  person  falsely  vouching  for  the  freedom  of  a slave 
to  be  liable  to  punishment.  The  co  opanv  still  to  be 
liable  for  conveying  away  a slave  as  heretofore. 

Prop.  6 Ih.  To  o 'er  a high  reward,  to  be  paid  by 
the  slate,  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  any  person 
who  aids  a slave  to  run  away,  or  induces,  or  attempts 
to  induce  a slave  to  runaway. 

Prop.  Klh.  That  the  owner  of  a runaway  slave 
shall  pay  a reward  for  the  apprehension  of  such  slave; 
to  be  graduated  by  the  distance  from  home  where  he 
may  be  caught. 

Prop  8/4.  To  re-enact  the  law  for  transportation 
of  convicted  free  negroes  f r felony,  passed  1825  ch. 
93. 

Prop.  9 III.  So  much  of  the  act  of  1831  as  allows 
a manumitted  negro  (with  a certificate)  to  remain  in 
the  state,  to  he  repealed. 

Prop.  10/4.  No  free  negro  to  have  in  his  posses- 
sion a gun.  pistol,  sword  or  other  offensive  weapon. 

Prop.  11/4  That  the  judges  of  the  eounty  courts 


and  city  court  of  Baltimore,  appoint  bailiffs  monthly 
to  attend  tile  arrival  arid  departure  of  every  rail  road 
car,  and  steamboat  or  other  public  vehicle  of  transpor- 
tation to  carry  these  laws  into  effect,  to  compensate 
them  by  a portion  of  the  penalty  imposed. 

Prop.  12/4.  That  all  free  negroes  shall  he  obliged 
to  register  themselves  on  or  before  the  1 5lh  July  next, 
and  every  twelve  months  thereafter,  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  county,  arid  no  certificate  of  freedom 
of  an  older  date  shall  be  good.  And  the  clerk  shall 
annually  publish  a list  of  those  registered  in  some 
convenient  newspaper  and  send  a printed  copy  to  the 
secretary  of  state. 

Prop.  13/4.  'Flint  the  state  pay  the  expense  of 
any  case  which  may  arise  in  any  state  where  the 
slate  law  may  conflict  with  the  act  of  congress  of  1793 
lo  test  the  constitutionality  of  such  law. 

Prop  14/4.  To  avoid  all  sales  or  gifts  hereafter 
to  be  in  dc  of  s aves  to  free  negroes  and  inulattoes, 
the  slave  so  sold  or  given,  to  lie  liable  to  be  sold  out 
of  the  tale,  and  the  master  so  selling,  punishable  by 
fine  in  the.  discretion  of  the  court. 

Prop.  \.ith.  That  an  additional  provision  to  the 
act  of  1835  chapter  325  tie  made,  prohibiting  the 
reception  of  such  papers,  as  are  alluded  to  in  that  law, 
unless  the  person  receiving  the  same  forthwith  return 
the  same  to  the  post  ofhee. 

Prop.  16/4.  That  every  free  negro  shall  give  re- 
sponsible security  annually,  for  his  or  her  good  be- 
haviour of  such  security  he  not  given,  such  negro,  so 
failing  to  he  brought  before  some  jusiice  of  the  peace, 
by  a constable  or  any  other  person  who  shall  cause 
him  to  be  hired  out,  and  out  of  his  accruing  wages, 
pay  the  constable  or  person  $10. 

Prop  17/4  An  act  to  render  penal  the  omissions 
of  sherifis,  magistrates  and  constables  to  enforce  all 
laws  respecting  free  negroes  and  slaves,  arid  every  con- 
stable before  he  proceeds  to  act  shall  take  an  oath  well 
arid  faithfuUy  to  execute  all  the  laws  of  the  state. 

Prop  18/4.  Free  negroes  with  real  estate  to 
have  it  sold  at  their  death  and  the  proceeds  to  bo! 
distributed  to  their  h gal  representatives  and  hereafter  I 
no  free  negro  to  he  allowed  to  hold  roal  estate  or  lease- 
hold interest  which  shall  have  longer  than  a year  to 
run. 

Prop  19/4.  That  all  free  negroes  who  have  bren  [ 
bound  out  within  the  last  two  v ears  shall  he  free, 
whenever  they  shall  determine  to  leave  the  state,  by 
paying  to  the  master,  such  sum  at  the  orphans  court 
shall  adjudge,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
orphans  court  of  the  several  counties  in  the  state  and 
city  of  Baltimore,  from  and  after  the  1st  January  1844, 
to  bind  out  at  the  age  of  8 years,  the  children  of  all 
fr<  c negroes  then  in  the  state,  to  s ue  until  thev  ar- 
rive at  the  age  of  21  for  males,  and  18  for  females. 

1 he  master  s :all  givo  security  to  he  approved  by  the 
orphans  court,  to  pay  to  the  child  when  it  arriu’s  at 


the  respective  ages  of  21  arm  18  the  sum  of  $75  for 
males,  $25  for  females,  provided  the  said  child  shall 
leave  the  state;  or  if  previous  to  the  child’s  arriving  at 
the  age  of  21  or  18  as  the  case  may  be,  it  shall  con- 
sent to  leave  the  state,  or  its  parent  shall  remove  out 
of  the  state  then  the  master  shall  give  up  such  child 
and  if  it  has  served  more  than  8 years  the  master  shall 
pay  to  the  child  or  its  parent  such  sum  as  the  orphans 
court  shall  determine. 

Prop.  20/4.  That  no  meeting  of  negroes  for  any 
purpose  shall  be  permitted  after  sunset,  and  all  laws 
inconsistent  with  [this]  provision  to  be  repealed. 

Prop.  21s/.  That  if  any  free  negro  who  may  have 
a iicense  from  any  Christian  denomination,  either  to 
preach  or  exhort,  shall  hold  or  attend  any  meeting 
prohibited  by  law,  he  shall  for  the  first  offence  be  sub- 
ject to  a fine  and  imprisonment,  and  for  the  second 
offence  be  sold  out  of  the  state. 

Prop.  22nd.  Any  retail  dealei  who  shall  sell  or 
give  to  any  negro,  slave  or  fiee,  or  the  agent  of  any 
such  negro,  any  spiritous  liquor  or  wine,  or  shall  other- 
wise directly  or  indirectly  furnish  intoxicating  drink 
to  or  for  a negro,  to  be  liable  to  a fine  of  $100,  one 
half  to  be  paid  to  the  informer. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Chambers, 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  several  propositions  submitted  by  the  committee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Alexander, 

The  first  proposition  of  the  committee  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  2d  proposition. 

Mr  T.  F.  Bowie  offered  the  following  as  a substi- 
tute for  said  proposition: 

A law  to  he  passed  prohibiting  emancipations  either 
by  last  will,  or  bv  deed,  or  otherwise. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  appeared  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Ringgold,  Mitchell,  James  Kent, 
Harwood,  John  T Hodges.  John  Ridout,  Franklin, 
Somerville,  L L Weems,  J T Wilson,  W W W 
Bowie,  W D Bowie,  Bradford,  Carroll,  Thomas  F 
Bowie,  John  T Johns,  Edward  Worthington,  Edward 
T Paca,  Hemsley,  H L Edmondson,  Tench  Tilgh- 
rr.an — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  R "W  Bowie,  Emory,  Willson, 
Wilmer.  Chambers,  Gorden,  Brogden,  Sellmari,  John 
F.  Willson,  Iglehart,  Snowden,  B E Gantt,  Pettibone, 
Dorseft,  Alexander,  John  Johnson,  Hotchkins,  Parran, 
Estep,  Hammond  cheuart,  Dairy  mple,  Frisby,  Jenkins, 
■Stansberry,  Duvall,  Street,  Ridgaway,  D Wilton 
Snowden,  Kerch,  Woolton,  Carter,  Duckett,  Ghiselin, 
Robey,  Hatton, Tyler,  Kemp,  Palmer,  Hanson,  Schley, 
Grafton  Hammond,  Rutledge,  Glenn,  Kenley,  Pitts,, 
Gaither,  Braddock,  Golt,  George  Howard,  Allen 
Thomas.  O D Warfield,  Upton  D Welch,  Linthicum, 

W H Worthington,  Waite,  Hutchins,  Charles  How- 
ard, Janes  Boyle,  Ja  es  Murray,  Gull,  William  Paca, 
Carter — 62, 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
2d  proposition  of  the  committee; 

Determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  3d  proposition  was  then  considered,  when 
Mr.  Glenn  offered  the  following  amendment — “Or 
unless  he  shall  leave  the  slate  for  the  purpose  of  visit- 
ing some  one  or  other  of  the  American  colonies  on 
the  coast  of  Africa.” 

Which  was  adopted, 

And  the  3d  proposition  as  amended  was  then  passed. 
On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row morning  10  o’clock. 

Friday  morning  14/4,  10  o'clock 
'File  convention  n el.  Piesent  the  same  as  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  vice  president  Emory  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8 th , 9th,  10th  and  1 1th 
propositions  were  severally  considered  and  adopted. 

The  president  of  the  convention  appeared  arid  took 
the  chair. 


The  12th  proposition  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Wilmer  offered  the  following  amendment:  after 
the  word  county  insert  as  follows — “under  a penalty 
of  fifty  dollars.” 

Determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ducket  offered  the  following  amendment— 
“when  they  shall  surrender  their  old,  and  receive  new 
certificates  of  freedom.” 

Mr.  Ricaud  offered  the  following  substitute  for  Mr. 
Duckett’s  amendment,  which  was  adopted — “when 
they  shall  surrender  their  old  certificate,  and  the  clerk 
upon  request,  and  ow  neing  satisfied  that  any  free 
negro  thus  registered  desires  to  remove  from  thecoun 
ty,  either  temporarily  or  permanently,  shall  furnish 
him,  or  her,  with  a certificate  of  his  registration,  and 
if  said  negro  shall  remove  permanently  he  shall  file 
said  certificate  within  ten  days  after  his  arrival  in  the 
county  to  which  he  may  remove,  and  if  his  absence 
shall  be  temporary  he  shall  return  said  certificate  to 
the  clerk  from  whence  received  within  five  days  after 
his  return.” 

The  1 2th  proposition  ns  amended  was  then  adopted. 
The  13th  and  14th  propositions  were  then  consider- 
( d and  adopted. 

'Phe  15th  proposition  being  under  consideration, 
Gen.  Tilghman  offered  the  following  amendment — 
after  the  words  “and  same,”  in  the  5th  line,  insert 
“have  been  found  in  the  possession  of  any  one  within 
the  state,” 

Which  was  adopted; 

'Phe  15th  proposition  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 
The  16th  proposition  being  under  consideration, 
Gen.  Tilghman  offered  the  following  amendment — 
strike  out  “$10”  and  insert  “$50;” 

Determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Woolton  offered  the  following  amendment — 
“and  in  case  said  negro  thus  hired  out  shall  abscond 
from  service,  upon  his  apprehension  he  shall  be  sold 
out  of  the  state.” 

Which  was  adopted; 

The  1 6th  proposition  as  amended  was  then  passed. 
The  17th  and  18th  propositions  were  severally  con- 
sidered and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  until  4 o’clock, 

P.  M. 

Friday  evening  14/4,  4 o'clock. 

The  convention  met.  Present  the  same  as  in  the 
morning. 

Mr.  vice  president  Howard  in  the  chair. 

'Phe  19th  proposition  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Alexander  offered  the  following  substitute: 

That  the  laws  relating  lo  apprentices  ought  to  be 
so  amended  as  to  authorise  the  orphans’  courts  of  the 
several  counties,  to  bind  out  the  children  of  free  ne- 
groes and  niulattoes  who  have  no  visible  or  settled 
, mode  of  subsisting,  and  providing  for  the  subsisting 
! and  training  of  their  children,  or  who  are  unable  from 
| their  idle  and  vicious  habits  to  bring  up  their- children 
! in  honest  and  industrious  habits;  and  that  idle  adult 
negroes  ami  mulattoes,  and  such  as  have  no  visible, 
certain  and  settled  mode  of  subsistence,  might  like- 
wise be  bound  out  to  service  for  one  year,  and  so  from 
year  to  year  until  their  habits  shall  have  been  reformed. 
Which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Edmonson  moved  to  strike  out  “44”  and  insert 
“43;” 

Determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Chamers, 

'Phe  blank  was  filled  up  with  “75  for  males  and  35 
for  females;” 

The  19ih  proposition  as  amended  was  then  passed. 
The  20lli  and  21st  propositions  were  then  several- 
ly considered  and  adopted. 

The  22d  proposition  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Franklin  moved  to  insert  the  words  “or  physi 
cian”  after  the  word  “master;” 

Mr.  Scott  moved  to  insert  the  words  “mistress  or 
agent”  after  the  word  master,  when, 

On  motion  of  William  D.  Bowie,  Esq. 

The  second  clause  of  the  proposition  was  stricken 
out. 
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Mr.  Duckett  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  by 
striking  out  the  words  “or  free;” 

Determined  in  the  negative; 

Gen.  Tilghman  moved  to  insert  after  the  word  free, 
the  words  “or  agent  of  any  such  negro;” 

Determined  in  the  affirmative; 

The  22d  propos'tion  as  amended  was  then  passed. 
Mr.  W.  W.  W.  Bowie  moved  to  reconsider  the  8th 
Proposition; 

Determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  8th  proposition  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  substitute: 

That  they  shall  pass  a law  requiring  all  the  courts 
of  this  state  to  sentence  all  free  negroes  who  shall  be 
convicted  of  any  penitentiary  offence,  or  any  riot,  or 
keeping  a disorderly  house,  or  any  agravated  assault 
and  battery,  (unless  in  the  last  case  the  party  convict- 
ed shall  give  good  security  to  be  approved  by  the  court 
before  which  such  conviction  shall  take  place,)  in  the 
sum  of  $500  for  his,  or  her,  good  behaviour  for  twelve 
months  from  such  conviction,  to  be  sold  as  a slave  for 
life  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state  other  than  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  after  deducting  all  the  ex- 
pense of  prosecution,  sale  &c.,  the  balance  of  the  pur- 
chase money  to  be  paid  to  the  treasury  of  the  county, 
or  the  citv  of  Baltimore,  or  Howard  district,  where 
such  conviction  may  be  had;  that  the  sheriffs  of  the 
respective  counties  and  the  district  aforesaid  to  be 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  sentence  above 
prescribed. 

Which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Richardson  offered  the  following  substitute: 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general 
assembly  that  they  pass  a law  directing  the  courts  of 
justice  of  this  state,  that  whenever  any  free  black 
shall  be  convicted  of  any  offence,  the  punishment  of 
which  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands  would  be  confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  court  order  the  convicted  party  to  be  sold  out  of 
the  state  for  the  period  that  they,  in  their  discretion, 
might  confine  him  in  the  penitentiary,  and  that  if  any 
free  person  or  persons  of  color  be  convicted  of  any 
misdemeanor  or  misdemeanors,  other  than  those  which 
subject  the  party  convicted  to  confinement  in  the 
penitentiary,  that  then  the  convicted  party  shall  be 
punished  by  sale  or  banishment,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  out  of  the  state  of  Maryland  for  a period 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  years. 

Mr.  Wootton  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “or 
banishment  in  the  discretion  of  the  court;” 
Determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Johnson  offered  the  following  amendment — 
“with  a provision  that  after  the  period  of  banishment 
or  sale  has  expired,  the  said  negro  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  this  state,  and  that  in  case  of  doing 
so,  such  negroes  shall  be  liable  to  be  sold  as  slaves  for 
life  beyond  the  limits  of  this  State;” 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Duckett  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “by  sale 
°r;” 

Determined  in  the  negative; 

Mr.  Richardson’s  substitute  as  amended  was  then 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Chambers, 

The  1st  proposition  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Alexander  offered  the  following  substitute: 

That  it  is  inexpedient  to  impose  any  ot uer  restraints 
on  the  power  of  manumission,  as  is  now  exercised, 
than  is  hereinbefore  suggested. 

Which  was  rejected. 

Gen.  Chambers  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
“law,”  the  words  “to  take  effect  after  the  1st  of  January 
1844;” 

Determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Johnson  offered  the  following  substitute: 

That  no  negro  shall  be  manumitted  unless  by  deed, 
to  operate  in  presenti  and  upon  condition  that  the 
slave,  or  .slaves,  manumitted  be  sent  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  state  at  the  expense  of  the  manumittor,  and 
that  no  slave  be  manumitted  by  last  will  and  testament, 


unless  the  slave  or  slaves  so  manumitted  be  sent  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  statp,  within  twelve  months 
from  the  death  of  the  testator  at  the  charge  of  his 
estate;  and  in  neither  case  shall  the  manumission  take 
effect  unless  the  same  may  be  done  without  prejudice 
to  the  rights  of  creditors. 

Determined  in  the  negative. 

The  1st  proposition  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Spence  offered  the  following  proposition  : 

To  repeal  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1827  ch.  15, 
so  fir  as  inconsistent  with  this  provision. 

Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  persuade  or  entice, 
aid  or  assist,  a slave  to  runaway  from  his  master,  own- 
er or  employer,  and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
harbor  or  conceal  a slave  or  slaves  knowing  him  or 
them  to  be  runaways,  and  the  fact  of  his  or  their  be- 
ing on  the  premises  owned,  rented  or  occupied  by  a 
free  negro  or  negroes,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence 
of  such  know  ledge,  shall  be  liable  to  be  indicted  and 
upon  conviction,  shall,  if  white,  undergo  a confinement 
in  the  penitentiary  for  a period  not  less  than 
years,  and  if  such  person  shall  be  a free  negro  and 
convicted  of  this  offence  he  shall  be  sold  out  of  the 
state,  and  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  to 
go  to  the  informer,  who  shall  be  a competent  witness 
in  an  action  against  such  negro  or  negroes,  and  if  such 
negro  be  a slave  for  life  or  a term  of  years,  he  shall 
upon  conviction  be  sold  out  of  the  state,  and  his  full 
value  be  paid  to  the  owner. 

Which  was  adopted; 

Mr.  Hanson  offered  the  following  proposition  : 

That  each  and  every  hawker  and  pedlar  shall  be 
made  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  a year  for  a license  to  trade  as  such. 

Which  was  adopted; 

Mr.  Spence  offered  the  following  proposition: 

To  repeal  that  part  of  the  2nd.  section  of  the  act  of 
1833  chapter  224,  entitled  “an  act  relating  to  persons 
of  color  who  are  to  be  free  after  a term  of  years”  which 
says  “that  the  party  applying  for  such  grant  has  dis- 
tinctly and  particularly  notified  such  servants  of  the 
existence  and  effect  of  this  law,  and  that  this  informa- 
tion has  failed  to  correct  his  or  her  habits  before  they 
proceed  to  issue  any  such  grant  or  authority.” 

Which  was  adopted; 

Gen.  Chambers  offered  the  following  resolutior  : 
Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  members  of  the 
convention  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  pr  pttre  the 
memorial  to  the  legislature  which  is  proposed  in  the 
foregoing  proposition. 

Which  was  adopted; 

The  chair  na  iled  the  following  gentlemen  to  com- 
pose said  committee  : 

Gen.  Li.  C,  Howard,  Charles  H.  Pitts,  Joseph  M. 
Palmer,  Tench  Tilghman  and  P.  P.  Thomas,  Esqr’s. 
Gen.  Tilghman  offered  the  following  proposition  : 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  to  pass  a law  regulating  the  duration  of  the 
holidays  to  be  given  to  negroes  at  Christmas,  Easter, 
and  Whitsuntide. 

Which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Gaither  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
pay  to  the  door  keeper  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
each  the  sum  of  25  cents  to  be  equally  divided between 
himself,  and  the  door  keeper  at  the  court  house. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sellman  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
members  bo  tendered  to  the  president,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  this  convention  for  the  impartiality,  prompti- 
tude and  ability,  with  which  they  have  presided  over 
its  deliberations. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted; 

And  then  the  convention  adjourned,  sine  die. 

R.  W.  BO  v\  IE,  president. 

B.  C.  HOWARD,  } 

THOMAS  EMORY,  C vice  presidents. 

THOMAS  WILLSON,  J 


Jno.  A.  Carter, 
Jas.  B.  Ricaud, 


secretaries. 
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?E^*In  the  yeas  on  page  348,  3d  column,  Mr.  Man- 
gum's  name  was  omitted.  With  his  name,  the  yeas 
stood  as  correctly  reported  21  to  nays  20. 

January  25.  Numerous  petitions  were  presented 
and  referred,  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  a 
few  against  it. 

Mr.  Pierce  submitted  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  full  information  in  re- 
spect to  the  commission  of  investigation  into  the  af- 
fairs of  the  New  York  custom  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien,  the  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  committee,  the  senate  proceeded  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  consider  the  bill  from  the 
house  repealing  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  chairman  stated  his  views  in  full  upon  the 
bill,  and  the  proposed  question  of  repeal.  He  re- 
garded the  action  of  the  senate  as  presenting  a spec- 
tacle at  this  time  over  which  the  enemies  of  free  in- 
stitutions might  rejoice,  showing  as  they  did  the  in- 
stability of  American  legislation.  He  felt  called  upon 
to  resist  the  question  of  repeal  for  many  reasons,  of- 
ficial as  well  as  personal.  In  the  first  place  he  re- 
garded it,  the  proposed  repeal,  as  wrong  in  itself.  In 
the  second  place  he  had  been  solicited  by  unfortunate 
men  to  speak  a word  in  defence  of  the  bankrupt  law. 
Finally,  a majority  of  the  members  of  the  Georgia 
legislature  had  expressed  themselves  in  opposition  to 
a bankrupt  law.  As  to  the  bill  of  the  extra  session, 
he  regarded  it  as  adequate  to  the  public  wants.  If  it 
was  not,  there  had  been  no  evidence  of  the  fact  since 
its  passage,  and  experience  founded  upon  the  prac- 
tices of  the  law  would  afford  the  best  evidence  of  its 
inefficiency.  He,  therefore,  trusted  that  the  law 
would  be  enforced,  and  that  time  might  be  had  to 
test  its  virtues  and  its  errors.  Mr.  B.  next  proceeded 
to  consider  in  detail  the  complaints  against  the  bill  be- 
fore the  senate.  The  law  of  1800,  the  English  bank- 
rupt system,  and  all  the  laws  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject were  minutely  examined.  The  constitutional 
power  of  congress  under  this  law  was  fully  consi- 
dered, and  it  was  argued  that  the  grant  of  power  was 
as  full  and  ample  as  any  one  could  desire.  It  was 
a grant  of  illimitable  power  over  the  whole  residue 
of  the  subject.  In  the  operations  of  the  law  he 
thought  the  constitutional  power  would  be  admitted. 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  opinions  of  the  supreme  court 
to  sustain  the  constitutionality  of  the  law.  More 
than  this,  it  was  said  that  a good  reasop  was  found 
for  action  upon  this  question  from  the  fact  that  the 
action  we  were  called  upon  to  make  was  not  only  in 
harmony  with  law  of  the  land,  but  in  harmony  with 
the  acts  of  beneficence. 

At  three  o’clock  he  gave  way  to  a motion  that  the 
senate  proceed  to  executive  business,  after  the  trans- 
action of  which,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  26.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  presented  a 
petition  from  citizens  of  Harrison  county  of  that 
state  praying  a repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  and  ex- 
pressed his  views  briefly  why  his  own  action  should 
not  comply  with  their  wishes.  He  had  given  his 
views  at  the  former  session  and  did  not  intend  to 
take  part  in  the  present  debate.  He  had  looked  for 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  legislature  of  his 
state,  but  as  he  had  received  no  instructions  he  was 
determined,  if  he  should  err,  to  err  on  the  side  of  hu- 
manity. 

Other  petitions  for  or  against  repeal  were  pre- 
sented and  all  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  against  the  repudiation  of  state  debts. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  house  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
and  Mr.  Berrien  concluded  his  remarks  against  its 
repeal. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  next  addressed  the  se- 
nate and  believed  that  seven-eighths  of  the  people  of 
his  state  were  opposed  to  the  bankrupt  law.  They 
had  originally  opposed  giving  the  power  to  congress, 
nor  did  he  now  believe  it  to  be  constitutional. — 
In  conclusion  he  said  that  he  might  have  misunder- 
stood the  views  of  his  constituents  in  opposing  the 
law,  but  he  believed  he  did  not. 

Mr.  Huntington,  of  Connecticut,  had  no  evidence 
that  a majority  of  the  people  of  his  state  were  op- 
posed to  the  bankrupt  law.  A new  legislature  had 
been  chosen  since  he  had  given  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  they  had  not,  although  they  had  discus- 
sed several  national  measures,  spoken  upon  this  sub- 
ject. He  should  vote  for  this  benevolent,  wise  and 
humane  law. 

Mr.  Bayard  arose  and  was  about  to  express  his  rea- 
sons of  opposition,  when  on  his  motion,  the  senate 
adjourned. 
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January  27.  Many  petitions  in  relation  to  the 
bankrupt  Jaw  were  presented  against  repeal  or  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Young,  of  Illinois,  in  presenting  one  from  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  against  its  repeal,  expressed  his 
views  in  few  words  upon  the  bill.  He  considered 
the  law  as  a temptation  to  dishonesty  inasmuch  as  a 
man  who  had  §300  and  owed  §1,000  would  pay  a 
thousand  by  surrendering  the  three  hundred.  It  was 
not  true  as  the  senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Berrien 
had  contended),  that  we  did  not  have  a lien  upon  the 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  people.  Such  a doc- 
trine was  a doctrine  of  repudiation,  a general  spong- 
ing of  debt.  In  his  state  the  bankrupt  law  would 
produce  more  evil  than  good  and  he  should  therefore 
vote  for  repeal. 

Mr.  Taltmadge  said  that  the  senator  from  Illinois 
has  stated  that,  under  the  act,  the  bankrupt  is  entitl- 
ed to  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  out  of  his  ef- 
fects, after  he  has  got  his  discharge.  And  he  has 
depicted  to  us  the  enormous  injustice  which  might 
be  practised  in  the  new  states.  He  says  the  bank- 
rupt might  owe  one  thousand  dollars,  and  from  his 
indebtedness  be  discharged  by  the  bankrupt  law;  and 
then,  with  the  three  hundred  dollars  allowed  him  out 
of  his  effects,  he  could  purchase  a quarter  section  of 
land,  and  have  enough  over  to  build  his  log  cabin, 
purchase  his  team  and  commence  the  world  again, 
at  the  expense  of  his  creditors,  a respectable  farmer. 
If  this  were  all  true,  there  would  be  some  foundation 
for  the  senator’s  objection.  But  it  is  altogether  a 
mistake.  The  three  hundred  dollars  allowed  by  the 
law  is  merely  for  the  necessaries  of  the  bankrupt’s 
family,  his  wife  and  his  children.  It  can,  in  no  case, 
exceed  three  hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  assignee,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
court,  to  allow  that  sum  or  less,  as  he  shall  deem 
proper. 

The  proviso  of  the  third  section,  will,  at  once,  put 
this  matter  at  rest. 

From  this  proviso,  it  will  be  seen  that  my  friend 
from  Illinois  lias  entirely  misapprehended  the  act  in 
relation  of  the  three  hundred  dollars  to  the  bankrupt; 
and,  with  the  explanation  which  I have  given,  his  ob- 
jections, of  course,  fall  to  the  ground. 

The  senator  from  Illinois  also  encounters  another 
difficulty,  namely:  that  there  is  no  particular  amount 
of  indebtedness  required  to  entitle  the  bankrupt  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  act.  He  is  aware  of  the  ob- 
jection which  would  he  raised  if  a particular  amount 
were  required;  that  it  would  be  said  the  act  was  for 
the  benefit  of  the  large,  but  not  the  small  debtors', 
that  the  poor  man  would  be  excluded.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  when  the  original  bankrupt  bill  was  re- 
orted  by  the  committee,  it  required  that  one  should 
e indebted  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  in 
order  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it.  I moved  to 
strike  out  that  sum,  and  leave  it  open  for  every  man, 
whatever  may  be  his  indebtedness,  be  it  great  or 
small;  my  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  door  is 
now  open  to  the  small  as  well  as  the  large  debtor. 
There  is  no  evil  in  this;  none  will  apply  unless  they 
feel  their  condition  hopeless,  and  that  they  can  incur 
the  expense  of  conformiug  to  its  provisions.  The 
door  is  thus  open  to  all,  whether  their  indebtedness 
be  little  or  great. 

The  senator  from  Illinois  also  thinks  the  operation 
of  this  law  would  be  a kind  of  repudiation  of  debts. 
Sir,  there  is  no  sort  of  analogy  between  the  indebted- 
ness of  individuals  and  of  states.  The  wealth  or 
means  of  a state  does  not  consist  merely  of  her  public 
property — that  is  a mere  item — but  it  consists  in  the 
wealth  and  means  of  her  citizens;  in  their  ability  to 
contribute  to  the  public  burdens;  in  their  ability  to 
add,  by  their  labor,  to  the  productive  industry  of  the 
state,  and  thereby  increase  the  ability  of  the  state, 
to  meet  her  engagements.  This  is  what  constitutes 
a state.  She  cannot  rely  on  the  mere  amount  of 
public  property  to  meet  her  engagements.  She  must 
rely  on  the  means,  on  the  bone  and  muscle  and  sinews 
of  her  citizens.  She  must  strike  off  the  shackles 
which  bind  the  limbs  of  men,  whom  God  designed  to 
be  freemen.  She  must  put  them  in  a condition  to 
support  themselves,  their  wives  and  children,  instead 
of  being  a burden  upon  friends,  and  an  incubus  upon 
the  community.  My  anxiety  to  decide  the  question 
of  repeal  as  speedily  as  possible,  will  induce  me  to 
forego  any  further  remarks  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Young  said  he  did  not  disagree  with  his  friend 
in  regard  to  causes  of  hopeless  insolvency.  He  would 
extend  relief  to  such.  He  would  not  however  give 
relief  to  those  who  having  some  little  property  were 
to  be  discharged  for  an  inconsiderable  debt. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  Mr. 
Bayard  arose  and  said  that  there  was  an  extravagant 
hyperbole  in  estimating  the  number  of  bankrupts  at 
500,000.  By  the  last  census  there  were  900,000  en- 
gaged in  commerce,  menufactures  and  trade.  There 


might  not  be  900  persons  who  would  seek  the  benefits 
of  the  law.  Mr.  B.  next  discussed  the  constitutional 
question.  His  great  objection  to  the  law  was  its  un- 
constitutionality. 

Mr.  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  three  rea- 
sons he  would  state  for  sustaining  the  retrospective 
part  of  the  law.  Massachusetts  a creditor  state,  was 
in  favor  of  the  law.  The  legislature  had  passed  re- 
solutions in  its  favor.  There  were  due  to  that  state 
at  this  time  §15,000,000  in  the  southwest.  It  was 
not  any  romantic  notion  of  humanity,  but  keen  far- 
sighted self-interest  that  actuated  Massachusetts  in 
its  favor.  The  creditor  can  now  get  nothing,  and 
the  property  surrendered  would  not  be  lost  in  being 
surrendered.  The  debtors  by  being  once  free  would 
become  the  customers  of  his  state.  And  also  it  was 
a moral  right  to  pass  such  a law.  In  Boston  night 
after  night  the  eloquent  appeals  that  this  bill  might 
remain  the  law  rose  and  fell  like  the  billows  of  the 
sea. 

Mr.  Benton  commenced  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  law  again,  but  yielded  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Se- 
vier, and  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  28.  Mr.  Graham  presented  a bill  making 
an  appropriation  to  reopen  Roanoke  inlet.  The  wa- 
ters of  Albemarle  sound,  now  had  their  outlet  by 
Pamlico  sound  and  the  Ocracock  inlet  to  the  ocean, 
and  vessels  were  compelled  to  perform  a voyage  of 
120  miles  in  going  south  and  returning  by  Cape  Hat- 
teras  to  the  north,  with  expense  of  lighterage  over 
the  shallows,  and  be  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  the 
cape.  The  commerce  of  that  section  amounted  an- 
nually to  §3,000,000  and  employed  100,000  tons  of 
shipping.  The  bill  contemplates  reopening  the  inlet 
60  miles  north  of  Cape  Hatteras,  the  passage  through 
being  j mile  in  length,  and  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ton concluded  his  remarks  for  its  repeal.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  called  for,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
ordered  the  result  was  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bayard.  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Fulton,  Graham,  King,  Linn,  McRo- 
berts,  Morehead  Fierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young — 22. 

\ AYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien.  Choate,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington.  Kerr,  Mungum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons.  Smith,  of  Iud. 
Southard,  Tallniadge,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wood- 
bridge— 23.  - - — — — ■■■ — > 

[Before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Matigum  said 
he  desired  to  say  that  his  friend  Col.  Preston  was  ab- 
sent by  understanding,  with  a senator  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  Mouton),  opposed  to  the  repeal,  and  who  had 
left  the  senate  upon  special  business,  as  was  known 
to  the  senate.  The  two  senators  had  paired  off.] 
-And  the  senate  adjoured  to  Monday.  - 

January  31.  Mr.  Simmons  announced  the  death 
of  his  colleague  the  hon.  Nathan  Fellows  Dixon,  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  delivered  an  eulogy  on  his  cha- 
racter and  services. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  then  arose  and  offered  resolutions 
of  the  usual  respect,  to  wear  crape  and  attend  his 
funeral,  and  that  the  senate  do  now  adjourn,  where- 
upon the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

fTd^When  the  house  adjourned  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Chapman,  of  Alabama,  said  in  prefacing  a motion 
made  himself  also  to  adjourn  that  we  had  now  ar- 
rived at  the  last  point;  it  was  a grave  question,  and 
deserved  the  solemn  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
the  members.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn,  &.C. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  25.  Mr.  Fillmore  from  the  commit- 
tee on  ways  and  means  reported  bills  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
government  for  1842,  with  a report;  for  the  army  and 
military  academy  for  1842;  for  the  navy  for  1842;  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Indian  departmant  for  1842;  and 
also  for  pensions  for  1842,  which  were  all  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union.  He  also  moved  resolutions  which  were  agreed 
to,  discharging  the  committee  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  erecting  barracks  at  several  military 
points  and  referring  the  same  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

The  house  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the 
treasury  note  bill  and  the  amendments  made  thereto 
by  the  senate,  but  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  the  vote  was 
yeas  92,  nays  111,  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
amendments  of  the  senate,  Mr.  Sprigg  arose  and 
commenced  same  remarks,  when  he  was  cut  off’  by 
the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday  had  been  postponed. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  the  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Gilmer  in  censure  of  Mr. 


Jtdanu,  which  Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  had  moved  to  lay  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Clark's  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas 
94,  nays  112.  (Mr.  Mams  voting  in  the  negative.) 

Mr.  Marshall  then  arose  and  submitted  resolutions 
which  he  desired  Mr.  Gilmer  to  accept  as  a substitute 
for  his  motion,  and  as  follows: 

Whereas,  the  federal  constit  nion  is  a permanent  form 
of  government,  and  of  perpetual  obligation  until  altered 
or  modified  in  the  m >de  pointed  out  in  that  instrument; 
and  the  members  of  this  house,  deriving  their  political 
character  and  powers  from  the  same,  are  sworn  to  sup- 
port it;  ant!  the  dissolution  of  the  union  necessarily  im- 
plies the  destruction  of  that  instrument,  the  overthrow  of 
the  American  republic,  and  the  extinction  of  our  na- 
tional existence;  a proposition,  therefore,  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  to  dissolve  the  organic  laws  framed 
by  their  constituents,  and  to  support  which  they  are  com- 
manded by  those  constituents  to  be  sworn  before  they 
can  enter  into  the  execution  of  the  political  powers  creat- 
ed by  it  and  entrusted  to  them,  is  a high  breach  of  pri- 
vilege, a con  empt  offered  to  this  house, a direct  proposition 
to  the  legislature,  atid.eaeh  member  of  it,  to  commit  per- 
jury, and  involving  necessarily  in  its  execution  and  its 
consequences  the  destruction  of  our  country  and  the 
crime  of  high  treason: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  hon  John  Quincy  Adams, 
member  from  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
Slates  a petition  praying  for  the  dissolution  of  the  union, 
has  offered  the  deepest  indignity  to  the  house  of  which  he 
is  a member,  an  insult  to  the  people  of  the  U.  States  of 
which  that  house  is  the  legislative  organ,  and  will,  if  this 
outrage  be  pertnftted  to  pass  unrebuked  and  unpunishd, 
have  disgraced  his  country,  through  their  representatives, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 

Resolved  farther.  That  the  aforesaid  John  Q.  Adams, 
for  this  insult,  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  offered  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  for  the  wound  which  he  has  permitted  to 
be  aimed,  through  his  instrumentality,  at  the  constitution 
and  existence  of  his  country,  the  peace,  the  security  and 
liberty  of  the  people  of  these  states,  might  well  be  held  to 
merit  expulsion  from  the  national  councils,  and  the  house 
deem  it  an  act  of  grace  and  mercy  when  they  only  in- 
flict upon  him  their  severest  censure  for  conduct  so  ut- 
terly unworthy  of  his  past  relations  to  the  state  and  his 
present  position.  This  they  hereby  do  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  their  own  purity  and  dignity;  for  the  rest,  they 
turn  him  over  to  his  own  conscience  and  the  indignation 
of  all  true  American  citizens. 

Mr.  M.  then  addressed  the  house  in  their  support. 
He  disavowed  any  personal  feelings  against  Mr. 
Mams  and  any  sectional  feelings  against  that  portion 
of  the  union  which  he  represented.  Their  family 
names  had  been  in  years  gone  by  connected  together 
in  the  country’s  history.  Mr.  M.  had  in  his  youth 
advocated  his  election  to  the  presidency  and  through- 
out his  administration  had  supported  him.  He  had 
always  been  courteous  towards  him  and  had  himself 
made  the  motion  to  give  the  gentleman  the  floor  to 
vindicate  himself  from  the  charges  made  against  him. 
But  when  a proposition  so  monstrous  .as  this  was 
brought  forward,  and  at  such  a time  of  confusion  and 
difficulties,  coupled  with  a motion  of  reference  to  a 
committee  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  he 
was  struck  with  horror;  he  would  not  have  believed 
it  possible.  There  might  be  men  out  of  the  house 
wild  and  reckless  enough  to  invite  this  government 
to  dissolution,  perjury,  treason,  moral  treason  at 
least;  but  that  there  was  a man  on  this  floor  who 
would  have  assumed  the  responsibility,  he  had  not 
thought.  He  had  heard  whispers  of  the  kind  on  the 
street  but  had  rejected  them  with  incredulity.  To 
pass  this  thing  by  without  notice  on  the  part  of  con- 
gress he  thought  would  be  sacrilege.  This  proposi- 
tion coming  from  the  quarter  it  did,  assumed  a politi- 
cal importance  and  consequence.  He,  through  whom 
the  proposition  is  made  to  pull  down  the  temple,  was 
once  the  high  priest  ministering  at  the  altar.  His 
name  had  gone  abroad  with  that  of  the  union.  He 
deprecated  sectional  distinctions.  The  people  of  the 
north  were  bound  as  strongly  to  maintain  the  perpe- 
tuity of  this  union  as  those  of  the  south.  Would  they 
say  that  this  congress  should  take  measures  of  con- 
sideration of  a matter  which  those  who  hate  their 
country  its  union  and  its  peace  have  started.  The 
instructions  coupled  with  this  proposition,  that  the 
committee  report  against  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers did  not  affect  the  question,  except  to  make  it 
worse.  Was  such  a monstrous  proposition  to  become 
matter  of  legislative  consideration?  If  presented,  the 
precedent,  so  far  as  it  went,  amounted  to  this,  that  in 
the  judgment  of  the  mover  the  dissolution  of  this  union 
was  a fair  subject  of  legislation — a debatable  ques- 
tion, to  be  looked  upon  by  the  eye  of  a legislator  as  a 
thing  within  the  scope  of  his  power.  That  was  the 
precedent  which  was  to  be  established  upon  this  jour- 
nal, and  which  he  would  meet  at  once  with  the  se- 
verest possible  rebuke  within  the  power  of  this  house. 
Had  it  been  his  own  father  who  had  moved  this  pro- 
position, he  should  have  pursued  precisely  the  same 
course  towards  him  which  he  had  done  here. 

lie  hoped  that  the  action  of  this  house  on  this  sub- 
ject might  go  abroad  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world; 
and  whatever  else  of  misery  or  of  mischief  might 
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hereafter  in  coming  years  ensue,  that  at  least  this 
congress  would  not  for  one  moment,  permit  any 
member  of  this  body  to  make  himself  the  vehicle  by 
which  a proposition  so  monstrous  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  body,  which  could  not  act  upon  it  without 
dishonor  to  themselves  and  incipient  ruin  to  all  who 
were  to  come  after  them. 

Oh  what  a source  from  whence  to  present  a propo- 
sition for  a dissolution  of  the  union!  Massachusetts, 
of  all  lands  on  which  Heaven’s  sun  sheds  its  bright  ra- 
diance— Massachusetts  to  come  forward,  and  through 
the  man  bearing  the  name  which  this  man  bore,  to 
make  for  the  first  a proposition  to  dissolve  the  union! 
If  she  has  any  shame  let  it  be  aroused,  and  let  the 
severest  censure  of  this  house  fall  upon  him  through 
whom  this  proposition  has  been  brought  forward. 

Mr.  M.  having  concluded — 

The  speaker  informed  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Adams)  that  the  position  which  he  held 
authorised  him  to  occupy  the  floor  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Mams  arose  slowly  and  said  that  he  had  little 
to  say  at  the  present  time.  The  gentleman  from  Ky. 
(Mr.  M.)  had  said  that  he  had  no  personal  hostility 
against  him  but  was  governed  by  the  profoundest 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  had  poured  on  him  (Mr.  A.) 
the  vials  of  the  wrath  of  this  nation  as  having  com- 
mitted the  greatest  crime  of  which  man  is  capable. 
The  gentleman  had  thought,  he  (Mr.  A.)  supposed, 
that  he  was  making  a great  deal  of  political  capital. 
He  was  surprised  at  the  charges  the  gentleman  had 
brought  against  him,  as  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  high 
treason.  The  constitution  defined  what  treason 
was,  and  it  was  not  for  him  Mr-.  M.  or  his  puny 
mind  to  confound  that  which  he  had  done  with 
treason.  He  here  desired  the  clerk  to  read  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
(which  was  accordingly  read).  If  there  was  a prin- 
ciple sacred  on  this  earth,  established  by  what  had 
just  been  read  it  was  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter 
change  or  destroy  their  government  whenever  it  be- 
came oppressive  to  them.  If  the  people  had  not  the 
power  of  coming  here  and  undertaking  a process  of 
this  kind  to  state  their  grievances,  there  could  be 
no  such  right  existing.  As  for  himself,  the  instruc- 
tions he  had  coupled  with  his  motion  for  reference, 
refute  any  slanderous  imputations  against  his  at- 
tachment to  the  union  and  its  constitution.  Whatever 
gentlemen  might  think  of  the  petitioners  they  were 
not  the  only  men  to  whom  the  opinions  expressed  in 
their  petition  were  familiar.  He  wished  to  meet 
them,  to  reason  with  them  and  convince  them  that 
the  time  was  not  come  yet  to  adopt  this  measure; 
but  that  there  were  privileges  ar.d  resources  that 
could  be  resorted  to  without  that  last,  the  right  to 
which  is  so  clearly  established  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  These  petitioners  complained  of  the 
oppressions  of  the  last  eight  or  ten  years.  Mr.  A. 
regretted  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  one  of  those  who  con- 
tributed most  to  confirm  and  repeat  the  oppression. 
He  did  not  allude  alone  to  his  great  activity  and  in- 
strumentality in  obtaining  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law.  When  the  time  should  come  for  him  to 
answer  this  resolution,  if  the  house  should  think  pro- 
per to  act  upon  it,  he  would  enter  at  large  into  the 
grievances  which  might  be  justly  complained  of, 
among  them  the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition. 

The  gentleman,  in  one  of  his  fits  of  candor,  not 
long  ago,  had  said  that  he  was  sensible  that  the  course 
pursued  on  this  subject  was  a wrong  one,  and  in  con- 
versation with  him  (Mr.  A.)  had  said  that  he 
would  vote  for  the  receiving  these  petitions,  and  yet 
he  voted,  whenever  he  was  called  on  against  their 
reception. 

Mr.  Marshall.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts say  that  I declared  thatl  was  in  favor  of  receiv- 
ing these  petitions? 

Mr.  Attains.  Yes;  you  did.  Not  this  petition,  but 
former  petitions.  He  contended  that  the  gentleman 
himself,  by  saying  this  to  him,  and  he  believed  by 
voting  once  or  twice  for  the  reception  of  these  peti- 
tions, had  admitted  that  it  was  an  oppression  on  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  the  union  to  refuse  to  re- 
ceive their  petitions.  And  when  he  (Mr.  A.)  came 
to  that  in  the  defence  which  he  should  make,  if  cal- 
led on,  he  should  consider  other  matters  of  oppres- 
sion not  only  actual  but  intended.  He  would  come 
and  state  before  this  house  how  that  portion  of  the 
country  whence  that  gentleman  came,  was  endeavor- 
ing to  destroy  the  right  of  habeas  corpus  and  of  trial 
by  jury,  and  all  the  rights  in  which  the  liberties  of 
this  country  consist. 

He  would  show  how,  in  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, there  was  a systematic  attempt  even  to  carry  it 
to  the  dissolution  of  the  union,  now  carrying  on  be- 
tweerf  different  states.  He  would  look  into  the  contro- 
versy between  Virginia  and  N.  York,  between  Georgia 
and  New  York,  and  between  Georgia  and  Maine, 
in  order  to  prove  the  continual  system  and  purpose 
to  destroy  all  the  principles  of  civil  liberty  among 
the  free  states;  and  by  power  to  force  the  detested 


principles  of  slavery  on  the  free  states  of  this  union. 
He  would  show  it  by  documents  and  by  reference  to 
arguments  which  had  been  used  in  such  a manner 
that  every  man  in  this  house  should  be  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  it.  He  had  seen,  and  he  was  now  see- 
ing, that  among  those  measures  so  constantly  and  so 
perseveringly  pursued,  was  the  project  of  smuggling 
this  country  into  a war  with  Great  Britain  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  slave  trade,  African  and 
American.  He  had  seen  that  that  was  the  delibe- 
rate purpose.  And  one  of  his  reasons  for  present- 
ing this  petition  was  to  give  the  alarm  to  the  people 
of  that  portion  of  the  country  whence  he  came.  It 
was  time  for  them  to  take  the  alarm,  or  they  would 
find  themselves  smuggled  into  a war  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  and  that  the  most  absurd  and 
false  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations  had  been  as- 
serted by  our  minister  in  England,  all  for  the  purpose 
of  smuggling  this  country  into  a war  with  that  govern- 
ment under  pretence  of  defence  against  her  aggres- 
sions. He  would  show  all  this  in  the  utmost  detail 
if  he  was  called  on  to  defend  himself  against  this 
charge. 

It  was,  to  be  sure,  a matter  of  some  importance 
to  him  what  the  decision  of  the  house  might  be  upon 
this  subject  at  this  time.  But  it  was  of  infinitely 
more  importance  to  the  portion  of  the  country 
whence  he  came  to  know  the  conspiracy  which  is 
existing,  in  order  to  force  the  system  of  slavery  upon 
them.  This  was  a state  of  things  which  existed; 
and  if  it  could  not  otherwise  be  remedied,  he  said 
that  the  course  provided  in  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence was  the  course  it  was  proper  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  portion  of  the  country  should  take,  and 
which  they  were  bound  to  as  a duty.  If  the  right  of 
habeas  corpus  and  the  trial  by  jury  were  to  be  sup- 
pressed and  abolished  by  this  coalition  of  southern 
slaveholders  and  northern  democracy,  it  was  time  for 
the  people  of  this  union  to  see  if  they  cannot  throw 
it  off,  and  to  present  petitions  like  this. 

He  said  his  opinion  was  that  the  time  for  this  mea- 
sure had  not  yet  arrived.  If  the  petition  was  re- 
ceived, and  the  committee  reported  why  its  prayer 
should  not  be  granted,  he  presumed  the  petitioners 
themselves  would  be  satisfied  with  it,  and  that  the 
vast  portion  of  the  free  people  of  this  union,  who  are 
very  near  agreeing  with  these  petitioners,  would  be 
propitiated,  and  would  see  that  there  are  other  reme- 
dies to  be  pursued;  aud  among  them,  first  and  fore- 
most, was  the  restoration  of  the  right  of  petition, 
which  had  been  suppressed  for  the  last  seven  years, 
and  which  he  had  been  struggling  to  restore  for  that 
length  of  time. 

They  had  made  a law  establishing  a home  squad- 
ron. The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  J.  G. 
Floyd),  a few  days  ago,  had  said  it  was  a great  hum- 
bug. He  (Mr.  A.)  now  believed  it  was.  But  he 
must  confess,  when  the  bill  came  to  this  house,  in  his 
simplicity  he  had  favored  it  very  much,  thinking  it 
was  to  sustain  the  honor  of  the  country.  He  had  read 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  seen  what 
was  the  object  of  this  home  squadron — that  it  was 
for  furnishing  a convoy  for  slave  trading  vessels! 

What  was  the  essence  of  the  objections  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall)  against  a pe- 
tition of  this  sort?  What  was  the  reason  he  had  taken 
such  tremendous  fire  at  the  presentation  of  such  a 
petition?  Not  at  its  being  countenanced  in  the  smal- 
lest degree  by  him,  (Mr.  A.)  but  the  mere  fact  of  the 
presentation  of  the  petition  of  others  who  complain 
of  oppression.  Turn  it  to  high  treason,  and  to-mor- 
row they  would  have  a proposition  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution— such,  for  instance,  as  was  now  under  de- 
bate in  the  other  end  of  the  capitol  to  alter  the  ten- 
ure of  the  executive  power;  that  was  a dissolution 
of  the  union,  a change  of  the  tenure  of  the  powers 
of  the  different,  departments  of  this  government;  and 
by  it  they  totally  dissolve  this  government.  They 
established  another  one  if  they  pleased,  but  they  as 
effectually  destroyed  this  government,  to  which  the 
gentleman  was  so  much  attached,  as  any  thing  they 
could  do  in  reference  to  the  prayer  of  this  petition. 
While  in  one  part  of  this  house  there  was  a regular 
formal  proposition  made  by  a predecessor  of  that  gen- 
tleman for  an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the 
country,  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  expressly  declared,  in 
his  belief,  to  be  equivalent  to  a dissolution  of  the 
union;  for,  in  its  consequences,  he  had  no  sort  of 
doubt  it  would  be  so.  All  this  was  very  fair  and  pro- 
per. The  gentleman  had  made  a very  eloquent 
speech,  and  was  answered;  but  who  ever  thought  of 
his  being  charged  with  high  treason? 

He  believed  it  to  be  a right  which  cannot  be  taken 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  any  indivi- 
dual, to  petition  this  house  for  peaceable  measures 
for  the  dissolution  of  this  union,  as  well  as  any  thing 
else;  and  this  being  the  case,  he  did  not  hold  that  this 
house  had  a right  to  suppress  that  right  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners,  still  less  to  make  them  amenable 
for  treason.  If  so,  the  next  thing  would  be  to 


declare  that  it  was  high  treason  to  ask  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  for  the 
prohibition  of  this  infamous  slave  trade.  And  with 
reference  to  the  bankrupt  law,  in  which  the  gentle- 
man took  a most  special  interest,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  which  had  been  pressed  through  this  house  in 
violation  of  every  form  and  right  of  freedom  of 
speech;  if  there  had  come  a thousand  petitions  against 
its  repeal,  the  gentleman  would  make  it  high  treason 
to  present  them.  He  could  not  do  worse  than  he  had 
done — that  was  to  prevent  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions when  they  were  here.  He  (Mr.  A.)  knew  that 
the  people  of  the  free  states  had  been  and  were  under 
great  grievances  and  oppressions,  from  the  acts  of 
this  house,  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  especially  in 
reference  to  the  right  of  petition.  When  gentlemen 
talked  of  the  presentation  of  petitions,  let  them  con- 
sider that  Kentucky  had  had  ten  days  for  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions,  and  the  bill  had  been  carried 
through  in  accordance  with  their  prayers,  while  the 
other  portions  of  the  union  were  deprived  of  the  right 
of  presenting  petitions  at  all.  If  they  had  not  vio- 
lated the  right  of  petition  they  would  never  have  seen 
this  petition.  It  was  the  continual  occurrence  of 
that  tyranny  and  oppression  which  had  carried  the 
people  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  reason  for  the  reme- 
dy. 

He  was  not  acquainted  with  the  persons  who  had 
signed  the  petition;  they  did  not  belong  to  his  congres- 
sional district,  but  to  a portion  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  as  pure  in  virtue  as  any  in  this 
union;  and  when  he  received  this  petition,  aware — 
surely  not  that  he  should  be  charged  with  high  trea- 
son, but  in  the  expectation  of  the  feeling  which  any 
unusual  petition  produced  in  this  house  under  this  gag 
rule,  by  which  the  house  constructively  suppressed 
any  petition  they  thought  proper — aware  that  there 
would  be  opposition,  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
request  his  colleague  from  that  district  to  ascertain 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  place  whence  the  petition 
came,  whether  there  were  such  persons  there,  what 
their  character  was,  and  how  far  he  might  depend 
upon  it  that  it  was  a genuine  petition  proceeding 
from  a respectable  source.  His  colleague  had  done 
it,  and  ascertained  that  the  petitioners  were  persons 
of  respectability,  whose  petition  ought  to  be  heard 
and  received.  They  were  not,  perhaps,  of  that  pure 
aristocratic  blood  which  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky once  boasted  that  he  came  from,  but  men  quite 
as  good  as  any  of  that  blood  of  which  the  gentleman 
was  so  proud. 

He  would  apologize  to  the  house  for  having  said 
even  so  much.  He  could  not  possibly  suppose  that 
this  house  would  entertain  the  proposition  at  all;  but 
if  they  did,  he  should  ask  an  opportunity 

Mr.  Cooper  said.  If  he  understood  the  resolution 
aright,  the  adoption  of  it  was  to  be  the  end  of  the 
matter;  and  any  defence  which  the  gentleman  might 
propose  to  make  must  be  previous  to  the  adoption. 

The  speaker  stated  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Adams)  that  the  question  before  the 
house  would  be  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall). 

Mr.  Adams  said  if  it  was  the  intention  of  this  house 
now  at  once — [cries  of  “now,  now”] — to  proceed  to 
the  decision  of  this  resolution,  he  must  submit.  Was 
it  ever  known  that,  to  a man  on  whom  charges  of 
this  kind  were  started  of  a sudden  and  totally  unex- 
pected, no  time  was  to  be  allowed  for  his  defence. — 
If  the  ordinary  course  of  business  in  this  house — the 
printing  of  the  resolution  and  fixing  the  time  for  its 
consideration — was  to  be  done  away  with,  and  the 
house  to  be  taken  between  wind  and  water  to  decide 
this  resolution,  he  must  submit.  He  was  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  house. 

The  speaker  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Adams)  desired  further  time,  he  him- 
self, or  a friend  for  him,  could  of  right  submit  a mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Everett  would  merely  state  that  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  presented  probably 
one  of  the  most  important  questions  that  had  ever 
been  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  house.  He 
would  say  that  if  the  doctrine  of  the  resolution  was 
carried  out,  it  would  produce  a revolution  by  force 
in  this  country — “peaceably  if  they  can,  forcibly  if 
they  must” — not  that  the  intention  of  dissolving  this 
union  prevailed  in  the  eastern  states  in  any  greater 
degree  than  in  other  portions  of  the  union.  But  if  no 
peaceable  mode  could  avail  for  the  redress  of  grie- 
vances that  should  become  intolerable,  then  it  must 
be  done  by  force. 

Did  the  gentleman  contend  that,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution,  if  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  satisfied  that  government  had  failed  to 
accomplish  its  objects,  there  was  no  mode  of  produc- 
ing this  peaceably,  but  that  it  must  be  done  by  a re- 
volution and  blood?  That  was  the  doctrine  of  this 
resolution.  The  constitution  contemplated  any 
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change,  any  alteration,  from  the  smallest  to  the  great- 
est principles  of  this  government;  and  not  only  this, 
but  provided  for  the  future  government,  whenever  the 
evils  of  its -present  form  in  the  different  sections  of 
the  union,  should  be  found  past  bearing.  He  hoped 
we  should  have  no  forcible  revolution;  if  there  ever 
should  be  a cause  for  a dissolution  of  the  union,  the 
remedy  would  be  found  in  the  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  would  be  peaceable. 

It  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  states  to 
adopt  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  which  would 
change  it  in  every  feature.  The  people  were  omni- 
potent as  to  the  effect  of  the  change.  He  looked  on 
the  resolution  with  alarm.  It  was  an  initiatory  step 
to  consequences  which  he  hardly  dared  to  contem- 
plate. 

But  he  rose,  in  consequence  of  the  importance  of 
the  question  to  the  country,  and  of  the  position  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  placed, 
to  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed,  and  the  post- 
ponement of  this  subject  to  some  day  that  the  house 
should  choose.  He  thought,  when  matters  were  pro- 
ceeding to  this  point,  they  should  go  deliberately  to 
work,  and  not  act  with  precipitancy.  He  would  sub- 
mit the  motion  that  the  substitute  be  printed,  and  its! 
further  consideration  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  ! 
next.  j 

Mr.  I Fisc.  I rise  not  to  utter  one  word  upon  the 
question.  I would  not  raise  my  voice  in  this  hall  on 
a question  like  this.  I ask — and  it  is  all  I ask — that 
a voice  from  the  tomb  may  be  heard.  I ask  that  the 
Farewell  Address  of  Washington  may  be  read  here. 

I have  marked  the  passages  I wish  the  clerk  to  read. 

[Here  the  book  was  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table,  and 
various  passages,  relating  to  the  necessity  of  resisting 
the  first  attempt  toward  dissolving  the  union,  and 
warning  his  countrymen  of  the  danger  of  foreign  in- 
fluence, were  read.  ; 

Some  of  them,  at  Mr.  W.’s  desire, were  read  twice. 

At  the  close  of  one  of  them  the  voice  of  Mr.  Adams  '• 
was  heard,  exclaiming,  “that  should  have  been 
thought  of  when  the  gag  was  put  on.”] 

The  clerk  having  apparently  gone  through — 

Mr.  I Vise  said  he  had  had  these  portionsjof  that  ve- 
nerable document  read,  because  its  author,  had  he ' 
been  present  here,  and  witnessed  the  recent  scenes  in 
this  hall,  could  not  have  pictured  them  better  from 
the  life  than  he  had  prophecied  them  in  this  address. 
He  had  marked  the  rise  of  the  spirit  of  division  from 
its  very  dawn,  and  had  pointed  to  its  cause,  its  fear- 
ful cause,  which  was  the  effect  of  foreign  influence. — 
That  influence  was  now  at  work  upon  this  very  ques- 
tion throughout  this  nation.  Some  were  moving  in 
the  general  cause  from  religious  feelings — feelings  of 
religious  fanaticism — unconscious,  blindly  uncon- 
scious, of  the  consequences — the  dreadful,  the  inevi- 
table consequences  of  the  course  they  were  pursuing. 

Mr.  Everett  called  Mr.  Wise  to  order. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed  and  said  he  would  not  persist 
on  this  subject,  and  for  the  reasons  he  was  stating 
when  interrupted.  Persons  were  operated  on  in 
their  adherence  to  abolitionism  from  various  mo- 
tives. Religion  and  sincere  conviction  persuaded 
some,  political  motives  others.  The  latter  that  is 
those  who  were  governed  by  political  motives,  he 
believed,  designed  to  produce  that  effect  towards 
which  their  course  tended.  From  the  earliest  day 
of  the  republic  there  existed  two  great  parties  dis- 
tinguished as  the  English  party  and  the  French  party, 
the  jacobin  and  the  tory.  Some  had  taken  part 
even  against  their  own  country.  None  understood 
this  better  than  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
This  antipathy  to  the  slaveholding  portion  of  this 
union,  this  inborn  inbred  hatred  to  the  democratic 
party,  wherever  it  might  be  located,  had  grown  up 
with  that  English  or  tory  party  which  had  denounc- 
ed Thomas  Jefferson  as  “the  red  vvaistcoated  repre- 
sentative of  Catiline,’1  and  accused  him  with  being  in 
secret  alliance  with  France.  The  nation  had  evi- 
dence of  the  hatred  of  this  English  party  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, and  its  antipathy  to  slaveholders,  in  doggrel  j 
rhymes  aimed  at  his  domestic  relations.  No  one 
better  knew  to  what  poetry  he  alluded  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts;  that  gentleman  well 
knew  who  it  was  that  wrote  those  scandalous  lines 
on  the  domestic  life  of  one  of  the  purest  patriots  of 
the  revolution.  He  could  tell  who  it  was  that  could 
turn  and  forsake  the  friends  of  his  father,  in  the  fury 
of  his  apostate  zeal,  could  prey  upon  the  dead  like 
the  vampyre. 

Here  Mr.  Everett  again  interposed,  and  called  Mr. 
I Vise  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  Mams.  I hope  he  will  he  permitted  to  go  on. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed.  He  said  that  after  writing 
doggrel  rhymes  on  Mr.  Jefferson — after  deserting  the 
early  friends  of  his  father,  and  trampling  on  the 
ashes  of  the  dead — after  * * • » 

in  the  Royal  George  ***** 
after  going  for  the  democratic  crumbs,  and  then  set- 
ting out  for  Ghent 


Mr.  Everett  here  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  a 
personal  attack  on  an  accused  party  could  possibly 
be  in  order  on  a motion  either  to  print  or  postpone? 

Mr.  Wise.  I have  mentioned  no  names.  I spoke 
generally  of  the  English  party  and  its  adherents;  but, 
if  the  cap  fits  anybody,  let  him  wear  it. 

The  speaker  replied  that  it  was  not  for  the  chair  to 
know  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia were  intended  as  a personal  attack;  it  would  be 
out  of  order  and  wholly  indecorous  in  the  speaker  to 
say  that  the  gentleman  alluded  to  any  particular  mem- 
ber of  the  house;  he  was  understood  to  be  speaking 
about  some  political  party  in  the  country.  If  his  re- 
marks became  personal,  the  chair  would  call  him  to 
order. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed,  and  said  that  if,  after  all  his 
earnest  and  repeated  attempts  to  arrest  the  debate, 
gentlemen  would  insist  on  debating  this  subject — 

“Co  ne  on,  Macduff-, 

And  damn’d  be  he  who  first  cries,  hold,  enough  !” 

He  was  not,  to  be  sure,  prepared  in  body,  for  he  had 
a severe  cold  in  his  lungs  and  head;  but  he  was  at  all 
times  politically,  mentally,  and  historically  prepared 
to  meet  gentlemen.  He  again  said,  that,  after  tread- 
ing on  the  graves  of  members  of  the  old  English 
party,  the  early  friends  of  his  father,  and  then  going 
to  Ghent  and  incorporating  in  our  treaty  with  Eng- 
land a provision  for  the  payment  for  slaves,  which 
had  stood  the  severest  test  of  the  British  government 
— for  the  payment  not  for  assassins  and  murderers, 
like  those  on  board  the  Creole,  but  for  runaways, 
who  had  forsaken  their  masters’  plantations,  and  gone 
on  board  the  Brstish  fleet — that  same  authority  now 
came  forward  and  told  this  house  that  we  could  not 
consent  to  go  to  war  with  England  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  slavery,  and  this  under  flagrant  cir- 
cumstances of  violence  done  to  the  national  flag  in 
behalf  of  mutineers  and  murderers! 

Mr.  W.  here  said  something,  not  more  than  half 
heard,  about  the  gentleman’s  again  turning,  because 
the  democracy  of  the  south  would  not  acknowledge 
(here  his  voice  was  quite  lost  in  the  babel  of  sounds 
that  filled  the  air.) 

Mr.  W.  when  again  heard,  was  observing  that  there 
were  certain  great  points  of  history  to  which  might 
be  traced  all  that  occurred  of  late  in  reference  to 
this  subject.  If  we  went  back  to  1801,  we  should 
find  the  old  English  party  defeated  and  prostrated 
by  an  Old  Dominion  slaveholder.  And  if  we  then 
came  down  to  1828,  we  found  the  same  party  van- 
quished again  by  a Tennessee  slaveholder.  It  was 
these  successive  defeats  which  had  enabled  certain 
leaders  to  array  the  elements  of  opposition  at  home 
against  the  democracy  both  of  the  south  and  the 
north;  for  not  only  had  the  southern  democrats  been 
denounced  here  as  enemies  to  freedom  and  to  the 
right  of  petition,  but  even  the  delegations  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine  had  been  reviled  as  gag  politi- 
cians because  they  considered  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  as  the  only  true  foundation  of  our  liber- 
ties. Whatever  might  have  been  the  change  which 
took  place  after  the  signal  defeat  of  1801,  there  had 
certainly  been  a revival  of  the  old  English  feelings 
in  a certain  quarter  after  the  defeat  of  1828.  Fa- 
ther and  son  had  successively  been  prostrated  by  the 
democracy  of  the  north  and  the  south,  and  that  was 
the  reason  why  the  union  of  southern  democrats 
with  their  brethren  of  the  north  was  so  profoundly 
dreaded  by  our  English  American  politicians.  Let 
no  democrat  fail  to  understand — but  no,  he  would 
not  put  it  on  mere  party  ground — he  would  say  let 
no  American  citizen  fail  to  see  through  the  hypocri- 
sy of  these  self-styled  philanthropists.  Let  them  not 
fail  to  notice  the  coincidence  of  events,  for  while 
the  black  army  of  sixty  thousand  men  was  raised  in 
Jamaica,  and  while  O’Connell  was  issuing  his  man- 
dates to  every  Irishman  in  the  United  States  (and 
Mr.  W.  esteemed  the  Irishmen  and  did  not  wish  to 
see  them  misled)  to  join  the  abolition  English  Ame- 
rican party,  and  strengthen  it  by  their  votes,  con- 
gress had  presented  to  it  by  an  ex-president  of  the 
United  States  a proposition  to  dissolve  the  union. 
Yes,  while  the  English  abolitionists  were  moving  on 
Jamaica,  and  contemplating  to  make  their  next  de- 
monstration on  Cuba — while  they  were  establishing 
lines  of  a commercial  marine,  connecting  England 
and  the  West  Indies  with  this  country,  and  thus 
opening  the  way  for  a military  marine  to  follow, 
which  at  the  first  sound  of  the  tocsin  would  pour  in 
armies  of  trained  free  blacks  upon  the  whole  south, 
this  proposition  to  dissolve  the  union  was  simultan- 
eously brought  forward. 

There  was  another  very  singular  contrast  in  the 
events  of  the  present  hour  w hich  he  could  not  fail  to 
mention.  At  the  same  time  that  England  was  main 
taining  the  most  odious  and  abominable  system  of 
slavery  that  was  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  and  using  it  as  an  instrument  in  the  production 
and  culture  of  a deadly  vegetable  poison,  to  be  im- 


posed by  force  on  a people  so  un  warlike  and  so  timid 
in  their  national  character  that  they  had  taken  the 
pains  to  build  an  immense  wall  to  keep  themselves 
aloof  from  other  nations;  and  while  the  British  ma- 
rine were  carrying  on  an  expensive  war  for  this  very 
end,  her  own  party  in  this  country  were  preaching 
in  this  hall  that  America  could  never  go  to  war  with 
England  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  the  tenure  of 
slave  property. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  wished  to  be  distinctly  understood. 
He  aspersed  not  that  body  of  men  • V.oh  was  called 
the  old  federal  party.  His  own  father  (he  was  un- 
derstood to  say)  had  supported  the  principles  of  that 
party,  and  every  relation  he  had  in  the  world,  living 
and  dead,  had  been  old-fashioned  Vn  ,.t  federalists. 
Nor  should  they  ever  want  an  advocate  where  he 
was  present.  But  there  had  been  members  of  all 
parlies  who  united  together  and  took  sides  with  a 
foreign  government  against  their  own  country.  This 
faction  had  been  composed  of  men  who  had  never 
felt  any  sincere  attachment  to  free  ; ..Mtutions,  but 
had  ever  been  disposed  on  the  contrary  to  array 
themselves  and  wield  their  ifiue  v;e  in  opposition  to 
them.  This  was  what  Mr.  • . d.  nate  as  the  old 
English  party.  He  never  had  gi  e*.  “name  to  the 
federal  party,  as  it  had  once  existed  in  tins  country. 
He  mentioned  this  in  justice  to  . ,se!f,  and  to  pre- 
vent misunderstanding.  To  return,  i :en,  he  again 
inquired  how  were  the  gross  and  glaring  inconsis- 
tencies to  which  he  had  alluded  to  be  reconciled? 
That  those  who  had  forsaken  the  federal  party,  and 
betrayed  and  reviled  it,  and  professed  to  go  over  to 
the  democratic  party,  should  now  be  found  hating 
and  vituperating  alike  the  democrats  of  the  south 
and  of  the  north?  That  men  who  could  tolerate  and 
defend  the  warnow  waged  by  England — a war  found- 
ed expressly  on  slavery  of  the  severest  kind — could 
not  tolerate  a war  against  England  in  behalf  of  the 
rights  of  the  slave-holders?  And  how  happened  it 
that  men  who  held  these  sentiments  should  be  found 
bringing  forward  tory  plans  for  upturning  this  go- 
vernment. Mr.  W.  here  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
paper  printed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  which 
he  made  some  reference,  not  understood  by  the  re- 
porter, and  then  proceeded  to  read  long  extracts  from 
another  document  entitled  Frazer’s  Magazine;  the 
writer  of  which  maintained  that,  however  it  might 
be  doubted  how  far  it  was  lawful  to  enter  into  a cru- 
sade against  another  nation  for  purposes  of  philan- 
thropy, there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  morality  of 
making  a war  with  such  a nation,  commenced  on 
other  grounds,  to  be  subservient  to  the  object  of  set- 
ting free  three  millions  of  oppressed  ! man  beings, 
in  which  reference  was  also  bad  to  the  black  milita- 
ry force  in  Jamaica  and  the  vicinity  of  that  island  to 
our  southern  states,  through  whose  agency  a war 
with  us  might  be  brought  to  a speedy  close,  and  a 
dissolution  of  the  union  immediately  effected.  A 
course  like  this  the  writer  insisted  to  be  dictated  by 
philanthropy.  Mark  it,  cried  Mr.  W.  old  and  young, 
philanthropy  is  invoked  in  behalf  of  an  object  like 
this,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  yes 
to  it. 

[Mr.  Mams.  Yes,  no  doubt.] 

The  gentleman  had  said  more.  He  had  declared 
that,  in  case  of  an  insurrection  of  the  slaves  against 
their  masters,  if  the  power  of  the  north  should  be 
invoked  under  the  constitution  to  aid  in  suppressing 
sucii  a servile  war,  the  effect  might  be  emancipation. 

[Mr.  Adams.  Yes,  sir.] 

The  gentleman  had  gone  yet  further,  and  had 
maintained  that  if  the  21st  rule  should  he  continued 
in  force  this  session,  three-fourths  of  the  states  of 
the  union  would  bo  ipso  J'aclo  absolved  from  their 
allegiance  to  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Adams  here  interposed  to  explain.  He  had 
not  said  that  such  would  be  the  case  should  that  rule 
be  continued  during  this  session,  but  that  if  the  poli- 
cy were  persevered  in,  and  the  rule  were  permitted 
to  remain  for  the  future  as  a settled  rule  of  this 
house,  that  then  those  states  would  be  absolved  from 
their  allegiance  to  this  government. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed.  The  house  had  persevered  in 
it,  and  here  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  to 
dissolve  the  union,  in  perfect  correspondence  with  his 
own  doctrine  that  the  dissolution  would  follow,  ipso 
facto,  should  the  21st  rule  continue.  Let  the  world 
judge  of  such  a course. 

[Mr.  Adams.  Yes,  let  the  world  judge.] 

Why  was  it  that  the  gentleman  toid  the  house  that 
in  mov  ing  the  reference  of  the  memorial  he  bad  at 
the  same  time  moved  instructions  directing  the  com- 
mittee to  report  that  it  was  not  expedient  at  this 
time  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  complied 
with?  Yes,  he  had  moved  such  instructions,  and 
what  did  they  amount  to?  No  more  than  this:  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  dissolve  the  union  just  at  this 
time — not  yet — not  now.  For  the  present,  the  pro- 
cess of  agitation  had  not  gone  on  quite  long  enough. 
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They  had  not  yet  succeeded  (thank  God!)  in  break- 
ing the  attachment  of  the  people  of  these  states  to 
the  bond  of  their  prosperity  and  strength.  They 
had  not  lost  all  their  love  for  that  union  recommend- 
ed to  them  by  the  father  of  their  country. 

Mr.  W.  here  resumed  the  reading  of  his  maga- 
zine, commenting,  as  he  proceeded,  especially  on 
the  pretext  that  a war  with  this  country  was  to  have 
for  its  object  the  emancipation  of  our  slaves,  and 
was  dictated  by  humanity  and  philanthropy.  All 
such  pretence  he  scouted  with  contempt,  insisting 
that,  if  Great  Britain  were  actuated  by  principles  of 
humanity  and  philanthropy,  she  was  bound  first  to 
abolish  the  slavish  and  oppressive  monopoly  of  her 
own  East  India  company.  Let  her  cease  to  make 
war  on  China,  to  force  upon  the  harmless  Chinese  the 
opium  which  her  slaves  had  raised,  and  let  men  call- 
ing themselves  American  statesmen  and  patriots 
cease  to  defend  such  a war. 

He  went  on  to  read  and  to  animadvert  upon  ano- 
ther passage  in  which  the  writer  suggested  the  facili- 
ty with  which  England  could  take  possession  of  Cuba, 
and  her  perfect  right  to  do  so  in  consideration  of  the 
millions  she  had  spent  for  Spain  in  the  war  of  the 
Peninsula. 

He  next  proceeded  to  read  from  a newspaper  pub- 
lished in  this  country  entitled  the  Emancipator.  Un- 
der date  of  January  21,  1842,  there  appeared  an  ar- 
ticle predicting  that  the  days  of  slavery  in  Cuba 
were  numbered,  and  that  those  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States  would  next  follow,  and  expressing  the 
earnest  hope  of  the  editor  that  it  might  have  a speedy 
fulfilment. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  here  raised  a question 
of  order,  and  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  read- 
ing of  that  paragraph  did  not  come  in  conflict  with 
the  21st  rule? 

Mr.  Wise.  I might  say  something  in  reply  to  that 
question  which  would  rhyme  to  rule. 

Mr.  Cooper.  And  1 might  retaliate  if  I chose  to  be 
a blackguard. 

Mr.  Wise.  The  gentleman  is  so  without  choosing. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  observe  that  he  had  be- 
fore him  another  paper,  which  he  considered  of  much 
more  importance,  as  showing  the  immediate  connex- 
ion of  English  influence  with  the  corruption  of  this 
government  and  the  dissolution  of  the  union.  The 
paper  he  held  in  his  hand  was  printed  in  Boston,  and 
its  motto  was,  “Liberty  the  right  of  all,  and  law  its 
defence.”  It  contained  an  article  signed  by  one  Jo- 
seph Sturge,  an  emissary  direct  from  England,  and 
charged  with  despatches  from  the  British  and 
Foreign  Anti-slavery  society  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  The  article  was  addressed  apparent- 
ly to  the  friends  of  this  English-American  party  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  Here  was  an  impudent  and 
insolent  foreigner,  who  dared  publicly  to  address 
himself  to  the  abolitionists  of  the  United  States  in  be- 
half of  the  English  society  from  whom  he  came,  and 
to  represent  to  them  the  state  of  things  in  their  own 
country.  Here  Mr.  W.  quoted  portions  of  a letter 
from  Mr.  Sturge,  in  which  he  described  his  visit  to 
the  galleries  of  the  hall  of  representatives,  which  led 
Mr.  W.  to  remark  that  there  was  an  agent  of  the 
American  abolitionists  on  the  floor  of  that  house  at 
this  moment,  taking  notes  of  all  that  passed,  and  who, 
if  he  had  been  caught  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  would 
have  been  subjected  to  the  severest  penalties  of  her 
laws. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  with  his  extracts,  and, 
coming  to  a striking  passage,  observed  that  it  was 
expressed  in  almost  the  identical  language  of  a gen- 
tleman in  his  eye,  who  now  sat  making  mouths  at 
him.  [Loud  and  general  laughter.] 

[Mr.  Mams.  If  I was  making  mouths  it  was  in 
"endeavoring  to  call  for  the  reading  of  that  letter.] 

Mr.  Wise  went  on  to  read,  and  insisted,  with  strong 
feelings  of  indignation,  that  this  Englishman  did  not 
blush  to  address  himself  to  the  worst  feelings  of  the 
human  breast  to  enlist  the  munder  foreign  influence, 
and  to  direct  them  against  the  constituted  authorities 
of  our  own  government.  Mr.  Sturge  referred  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  in  defence  of  the 
21st  rule,  and  then  proceeded  to  speak  in  terms  of  the 
highest  admiration  of  the  venerable  ex-president  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  been  contending  against 
oppression  and  in  defence  of  the  right  of  petition. 
Mr.  W.  thought  it  not  surprising  that  compliments 
like  these  should  proceed  from  one  who  had  found  in 
Mr.  A.  a man  who  was  bone  of  his  bone  and  flesh  of 
his  flesh,  and  whom  he  could  take  to  his  heart  as  an 
associate  in  his  worst  designs — who  was  ready  for 
revolution,  emancipation,  and  the  dissolution  of  the 
glorious  fabric  of  our  free  and  once  happy  republic. 
This  venerable  ex-president  was  the  very  man  who, 
for  the  first  time,  invited  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  to  receive,  discuss,  and  deliberate  upon  a pro- 
posal to  break  the  union  of  the  states.  Yes,  this 
cherished  ally  of  a foreign  emissary  who  openly  ap- 
pealed to  Americans  against  their  own  government, 


was  entrusted  with  the  chair  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant standing  committees  of  that  house — a commit- 
tee charged  with  the  foreign  relations  of  this  govern- 
ment. This  venerable  man,  who  had  come  into  this 
house  from  the  presidential  chair  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  profound  diplomatists  of  the  age,  one  of  the 
highest  authorities  now  living  on  international  law, 
whose  opinions  would  be  quoted  with  respect  in  every 
part  of  Europe,  this  man  was  the  cherished  friend  of 
a British  emissary,  whose  real  end  and  whose  vile 
aims  were  disclosed  so  plainly  in  the  document  just 
read,  that  it  was  impossible  they  should  be  misunder- 
stood. This  Mr.  Sturge,  it  appeared,  had  visited 
one  of  the  slave  depots  in  Alexandria;  after  describ- 
ing which,  he  proceeded  to  give  an  account  of  his 
presentation  to  the  president  of  a memorial  from  the 
British  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  society  in  behalf  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  world,  and 
complained  that,  at  a subsequent  interview  with  the 
president  in  person,  no  reference  whatever  had  been 
made  by  the  latter  to  the  memorial  addressed  to  him. 
No,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  president  never  had  belonged 
to  that  English  American  party  who  were  lending 
themselves  to  the  designs  of  foreign  abolitionists.  He 
had  always  belonged  to  the  old  democratic  party  of 
this  country.  He  was  a union  man,  a constitution 
man;  and,  to  his  honor  be  it  stated,  that  he  deigned 
to  return  no  reply  whatever  to  the  application  of  this 
impudent  and  insolent  foreigner. 

Mr.  W.  next  quoted  some  comments  from  a news- 
paper entitled  the  Anti-slavery  Reporter,  on  this 
course  of  President  Tyler,  contrasting  it  with  that  of 
the  queen  of  Portugal  and  other  European  sovereigns. 
Mr.  W.  said,  from  this  it  would  seem  that  all  the 
crowned  heads  of  the  old  world  had  received  the  me- 
morials with  favors,  which  seemed  a token  of  one  com- 
bined effort  throughout  the  world,  embracingPortuga), 
Spain,  and  every  other  power.  To  our  honor  be  it 
slated,  that  their  emissary  here,  for  the  first  time, 
met  with  a refusal  to  notice  it. 

Returning,  then,  to  Mr.  Sturge’s  letter,  he  refer- 
red with  especial  emphasis  to  that  person’s  closing 
advice  to  the  abolitionists  of  the  United  States; 
which  was,  that  they  should  remember  who  they 
were  on  the  coming  election  day.  This  man,  in  the 
close  of  his  letter,  had  reminded  those  who  exercis- 
ed the  elective  franchise  in  this  country  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  color  of  the  skin,  and  that  their 
whole  success  as  abolitionists  must  depend  upon  the 
result  of  our  elections.  Put  that  and  that  together,  and 
could  the  meaning  be  mistaken?  No:  it  meant  to  point 
out  the  means  to  be  pursued  in  making  their  attack 
on  the  institutions  of  this  country.  It  pointed  to 
that  which,  should  God  prolong  his  life,  Mr.  W.  ex- 
pected to  witness  before  ten  years  passed  over  his 
head,  the  election  of  a black  representative  to  a seat 
on  that  floor.  That  was  what  this  Mr.  Sturge,  this 
British  emissary,  in  his  great  wisdom  and  philanthro- 
py, had  covertly  recommended  to  the  abolitionists  of 
the  United  States.  And  the  thing  was  very  likely  to 
be  tried  as  a test  question.  Such  was  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  this  alien  English  influence  in  this  coun- 
try. The  identity  of  feeling  and  of  sentiment  be- 
tween this  Joseph  Sturge  and  the  venerable  ex-pre- 
sident, of  whom  he  spoke  in  such  rapturous  tones, 
was  sufficiently  obvious  on  the  face  of  this  paper. 
The  connexion  existed  not  only  in  this  hall,  but  out 
of  this  hall;  and  in  confirmation  of  it,  he  wonld 
read  from  a paper  which  southern  gentlemen  would 
do  well  to  look  at  and  to  study.  Pie  read  from  the 
Anti-Slavery  Reporterof  September  I,  1841,  which 
contained  a letter  from  Arthur  Tappan  and  Joshua 
Leavett,  in  which  those  two  highly  distinguished  in- 
dividuals made  their  appeal  to  all  abolitionists 
throughout  the  union,  inviting  their  co-operation  in 
making  preparation  for  this  present  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  the  items  of  a thoroughly  di- 
gested plan  of  operation  for  the  preparation,  dissemi- 
nation, signing,  and  presentation  of  a great  variety 
of  different  forms  of  memorials,  all  having  a bear- 
ing, more  or  less  direct,  on  the  existence  and  counte- 
nance of  slavery  in  the  United  States.  The  direc- 
tions were  very  minute,  going  down  even  to  the  fold- 
ing and  endorsing  of  the  forms  of  memorials,  and 
directing  them  to  be  forwarded  to  the  hon.  Seth  M. 
Gates,  the  agent  of  the  abolitionists  on  the  floor  of 
congress.  Here,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  a deliberately 
formed  plan  of  operation,  with  a member  of  the 
house  for  its  organ  and  agent,  and  all  the  forms  of 
petition  put  into  the  people’s  mouths,  ready  cooked 
and  concocted  beforehand.  Many  of  them  were, 
word  for  word,  such  petitions  as  had  been  already 
presented  in  that  house;  one,  indeed,  the  petition  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  union,  did  not  appear  among 
them,  but  every  movement  was  planned  which  led  to 
that  result.  The  entire  train  was  carefully  and 
skilfully  laid,  the  mine  was  already  sunk  beneath  the 
walls  of  the  constitution,  and  the  incendiary  stood 
ready  with  his  torch  prepared  to  blow  the  union  into 


ten  thonsand  fragments.  After  some  expressions 
totally  inaudible,  Mr.  Wise,  turning  to  that  portion 
of  the  house  where  Mr  . Mams  sat,  exclaimed,  do  it 
if  you  dare,  but  remember  that  that  very  flame  which 
involves  the  south,  will,  in  its  inevitable  progress, 
involve  yourselves. 

At  this  point, being  much  exhausted,  Mr.  IV.  yield- 
ed to  a motion  hy  Mr.  Hopkins  for  an  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  in  all  quarters 
of  the  house,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  93,  nays  74. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned, 
Mr.  Wise  still  having  possession  of  the  floor. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  26.  Mr.  Everett  withdrew  his 
motion  to  print  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ivy.  (Mr.  Marshall),  as  he  had  made  the  motion  under 
the  idea  that  Mr.  Gilmer  had  accepted  them  as  a sub- 
stitute for  his  (Mr.  Gilmer's)  motion,  in  which  he 
was  mistaken. 

Mr.  Fillmore  requested  Mr.  Wise,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor  to  yield  in  order  that  the  treasury  note 
bill  might  be  disposed  of.  Mr.  Wise  declined  to  yield. 

The  question  now  being  on  Mr.  Marshall's  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Gilmer's  x'esolution  of  censure  of  Mr. 
Mams. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed  his  remarks,  and  observed  that 
when  the  house  adjourned  on  the  previous  day  he  had 
been  examining  the  evidences,  and  they  were  many 
and  strong,  which  went  to  show  that  English  influ- 
ence abroad  was  in  league  with  the  same  English  in- 
fluence at  home,  to  dissolve  this  union;  that  there  was 
foreign  conspiracy,  aided  by  home  agents,  to  effect  a 
union  between  abolitionists  and  dissolution ists  in  this 
country.  Mr.  W.  said  he  now  proposed  to  show  to 
the  house,  and  that  on  the  highest  authority,  an  autho- 
rity which  would  not  be  questioned,  that  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  had  gone  to  England  and  had  there  asked 
not  merely  British  countenance  and  British  prayers, 
but  for  British  money  also,  to  aid  in  destroying  the 
happy  union  of  these  states.  The  Rev.  Mr.  "Gurley, 
the  secretary  of  the  American  colonization  society, 
a gentleman  generally  known  and  respected  for  his 
extensive  learning,  his  high  and  unblemished  integri- 
ty as  a man,  and  his  devoted  piety  as  a Christian,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  had  lately  returned  from  a visit 
to  England,  which  he  had  made  as  an  accredited 
agent  of  that  society,  and  had  published  to  the  world 
a report  of  that  agency  and  of  what  he  had  witness- 
ed both  in  England  and  Scotland.  In  that  work,  Mr. 
Gurley  presented  to  his  readers  some  specimens  of 
the  style  of  remark  indulged  in  by  American  citi- 
zens in  what  was  called  the  world’s  anti-slavery  con- 
vention, and  at  other  recent  meetings  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  a view  to  show  the  temper  of  mind  which 
distinguished  those  individuals.  Mr.  W.  would  read 
some  extracts,  in  order  to  furnish  an  additional  proof 
of  the  existence  of  that  English  influence  of  which 
he  had  yesterday  spoken;  and,  in  connexion  with  the 
extracts,  he  might  refer  to  a note  accompanying  one 
of  them  to  which  the  name  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  signed. 

Mr.  W.  first  read  from  the  speech  of  John  G.  Bir- 
ney,  Esq.  delivered  in  the  World’s  anti-slavery  con- 
vention,” held  in  London  in  June,  1814;  and  then 
from  another  delivered  by  the  rev.  John  Keep,  of 
Ohio  in  which  that  reverend  gentleman  spoke  of  his 
own  land  as  a “slaved-cursed  country,”  and  in  which 
he  expressed  his  hope  of  the  aid  of  British  counten- 
ance and  prayers,  and,  if  need  were,  of  British  mo- 
ney also,  in  prosecuting  their  designs.  The  senti- 
ments expressed  in  these  speeches  had  been  fully- 
backed  by  speeches  in  the  same  body  from  a Mr. 
Stanton,  a Mr.  Phillips,  a Mr.  Bradburn,  and  others, 
specimens  of  whose  effusions  were  also  given  in  Mr. 
Gurley’s  book.  Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  observe 
that  he  had  yesterday  spoken  of  certain  emissariesof 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States;  to-day  he  had  to 
speak  of  American  emissaries  to  England,  going  there 
to  beg  for  British  influence,  British  prayers,  and,  if 
need  should  be,  of  British  gold.  Mr.  W.  said  ho 
dreaded  this  ominous  alliance  between  the  dissolu- 
tions of  this  country  and  the  abolitionists  of  England. 
He  would  now  show  the  house  that  this  “World’s 
convention”  had  its  agents  here  in  the  United  States 
as  well  as  abroad.  He  held  in  his  hand  a message 
of  a recent  governor  of  Virginia,  his  amiable  and  re- 
spected colleague  near  hirn^  (Mr.  Gilmer),  to  the  le- 
gislature of  his  native  state,  accompanied  by  a copy 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  executives  of 
Virginia  andol  New  York,  and  he  read  some  extracts 
with  a view  to  show  that  the  body  called  the  World’s 
anti-slavery  convention  had  its  agents  here  in  the 
midst  of  us.  He  quoted  a passage  in  which  governor 
Gilmer  stated  that  he  had  received,  under  the  frank 
of  a member  now  upon  the  floor,  whose  name  he 
was  not  at  liberty  under  the  rules  of  order  openly  to 
give,  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
— one  of  the  facts  which  went  to  prove  that  that  com- 
bination of  British  abolitionists  had  papers  and  affili- 
! ated  societies  to  aid  and  encourage  them  on  this  side 
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the  water.  In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  late 
governor  had,  with  true  wisdom  and  philosophy,  dis- 
cussed the  proposal  of  abolition  made  by  them  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  had  very  clearly  and 
convincingly  shown  that  the  design  of  those  who  urg- 
ed it  was,  while  they  gave  personal  freedom  to  the 
slave,  to  inflict  political  slavery  on  the  white  man — 
to  abolish  black  slavery  that  we  might  have  in  its 
room  that  white  slavery  which  was  the  lot  of  the  serfs 
in  some  of  the  despotic  European  governments  and 
of  the  operatives  and  lower  classes  in  Great  Britain. 
These  benevolent  gentlemen  asked  us  first  to  free  our 
slaves,  and  then  to  make  slaves  of  the  white  popula- 
tion, by  introducing  among  them  that  distinction 
which  marked  the  systems  of  monarchical  govern- 
ment. Mr.  W.  observed  that,  wherever  black  slave- 
ry existed,  there  was  found  at  least  an  equality  among 
the  white  population;  but  where  it  had  no  place  such 
equality  was  never  to  be  found.  And  that  was  the 
question  to  which  we  must  be  brought  at  last.  Look 
at  England.  He  would  not  compare  the  white  man 
of  the  north  and  the  white  servants  there,  or  stop  to 
show  their  inequality.  The  principle  of  slavery  was 
a levelling  principle;  it  was  friendly  to  equality. — 
Break  down  slavery,  and  you  would  with  the  same 
blow  destroy  the  great  democratic  principle  of  equal- 
ity among  men.  [A  laugh  in  one  portion  of  the  house.] 

Mr.  Wise  then  appealed  to  the  “democracy”  of  the 
house  for  our  defence  against  this  abolitionist-disso- 
lutionist  party,  and  went  into  an  argument  to  shew 
that  at  the  instigation  of  this  English  influence,  that 
very  Mr.  Birney  had  been  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  a Thomas  Morris,  of  Ohio,  for  vice  presi- 
dency. This  Mr.  Birney  of  Pa.,  [cries  of  “no”]  of 
Mass,  then,  [crifes  of  hno”]  a cosmopolite  then,  and 
this  Mr.  Morris  were  set  up  in  prompt  response  to  the 
advice  of  that  foreign  English  agent  Sturge.  He 
considered  this  alliance  of  abolitionists  of  England 
and  America  as  a critical  juncture  inconsequence  of 
our  present  relations  with  England,  upon  which  re- 
lations, he  enlarged  and  the  questions  now  open  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  They  were  first  the  N.  E. 
boundary,  but  the  house  of  Braintree  [for  there  was 
a place  called  Braintree  as  well  as  Accomac]  had  a 
hereditary  feud  against  the  state  of  Maine.  There 
was  the  Oregon  question,  and  here  he  complimented 
Mr.  Cushing  as  having  done  every  thing  that  he  could 
have  done  for  that  question.  He  would  call  upon 
Kentucky  to  aid  him  in  strengthening  the  naval  arm 
of  the  U.  S.  by  establishing  a naval  depot  on  the  Pa- 
cific. But  the  same  influence  would  be  exerted 
against  the  protection  of  the  whale  fishery  in  the  wes- 
tern seas  that  was  exerted  against  the  establishment 
of  a home  squadron.  [Mr.  Man  is.  A home  squad- 
ron in  the  Pacific.]  No,  he  said  no  such  thing. — 
Another  question  was  the  right  of  search  on  the  Afri- 
can coast,  which  involved  also  the  right  of  impress- 
ment, of  suspicion,  and  of  Dartmoor  prison.  We 
were  defending  “free  trade  and  sailors  rights.” — 
Another  question  was  the  confiscation  of  American 
property  in  the  British  colonial  courts.  Another 
question  had  reference  to  the  shielding  of  fugitive 
criminals  against  the  search  of  law.  Another  was 
the  Chinese  controversy  and  the  meditated  monopoly 
of  the  tea  trade.  Another  was  whether  she  was 
to  regulate  our  relations  with  Mexico  ana  Texas. — 
The  bans  between  Texas  and  the  U.  S.  were  forbid- 
den by  the  foreign  abolitionist  English  party  and  the 
northern  states  might  be  allowed  an  illimitable  in- 
crease while  the  south  must  be  checked  by  the  Sa- 
bine. 

One  fact,  had  been  brought  out  to  view,  (whether 
on  good  authority  or  not  he  did  not  pretend  to  know), 
that  although  there  had  been  so  much  florid  declama- 
tion in  a certain  section  of  this  union  against  Texas 
for  refusing  to  abolish  slavery  within  her  borders,  yet 
it  now  appeared  that  when  Mexico  emancipated  her 
slaves,  it  was  charged  by  a certain  secretary  of  state 
then  in  office  as  being  an  act  unfriendly  to  the  United 
States.  Mr.  W.  gave  the  name  of  the  individual 
(but  the  reporter  could  not  catch  it)  on  whose  testi- 
mony this  was  said  to  have  been  lately  discovered. 
In  a pamphlet  recently  put  forth  by  that  person,  he 
had  declared  that,  having  had  personal  access  to  the 
archives  of  Mexico,  he  there  saw  despatches  from 
the  American  secretary  of  state  protesting  against 
that  act  of  emancipation  as  an  act  unfriendly  to  the 
United  States.  Mr.  W.  added  something  here  about 
the  negotiations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  which  was 
too  imperfectly  heard  to  be  reported  without  hazard. 
The  allusion  was  understood  to  be  to  courting  south- 
ern votes  for  the  presidency,  but  of  this  the  reporter 
is  not  sure. 

He  next  adverted  to  another  open  question  with  a 
foreign  power  other  than  Great  Britain.  While  Tex- 
as was  no  favorite  with  the  Anglo-American  Aboli- 
tion dissolution  party,  there  was  another  state  which 
enjoyed  the  warmest  beams  of  their  favorable  re- 
gard; he  alluded  to  our  black  sister  republic  of  Hayti; 
and  it  was  a great  object  with  them  to  get  her  inde- 


pendence recognised  by  this  government,  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  supposed,  of  seeing  the  Quashipompo  cari- 
cature, which  had  once  created  so  much  merriment 
in  that  hall,  actually  realized.  Yes,  Quashipompo 
was  himself  to  be  here,  with  his  woolly  head  and  his 
black  skin,  dressed  out  in  all  the  negro  finery  of  his 
diplomatic  costume,  as  one  of  the  foreign  ministers, 
and  to  attend  the  president’s  levees  in  solemn  state. 
He  would  next  walk  into  this  hall,  and  be  introduced 
to  southern  gentlemen  here  as  their  equal,  if  not  a 
little  more;  and  the  next  step  would  be  that  he  must 
be  received  at  our  entertainments,  and,  as  a high 
foreign  functionary,  he  must  of  course  give  enter- 
tainments in  return.  This  was  the  sort  of  amalgama- 
tion so  earnestly  sought  to  be  introduced  by  a certain 
class  of  zealots  among  us.  This  was  what  Mr.  W. 
called  social  amalgamation  with  a vengeance;  amalga- 
mation introduced,  not  into  the  country  merely,  but 
into  the  court.  And  he  did  not  doubt,  if  monsieur 
Quashipompo  should  enter  here  with  his  crooked  ne- 
gro shins  and  his  splay  feet,  shining  and  glittering  in 
negro  splendor,  and  was  to  make  his  negro  congee, 
there  would  instantly  be  some  thirty  or  forty  gentle- 
men of  that  house  who  would  be  forward  in  showing 
him  every  mark  of  affectionate  welcome  and  perso- 
nal respect  and  reverence.  Was  this  to  be  tolerated? 
Was  it  to  be  endured  that  an  English  influence  was 
to  be  aided  and  abetted  in  introducing  here  these 
practical  tests  of  universal  emancipation? 

Here,  then,  Mr.  W.  said,  were  eight  distinct  and 
delicate  questions  in  the  foreign  intercourse  of  this 
government,  all  having  a direct  bearing  on  this  fear- 
ful subject. 

Mr.  W.  here  eulogized  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
for  his  able  report,  and  said  the  home  squadron  was 
intended  for  any  thing  but  the  convoy  of  slave  traders. 
We  were  to  have  no  home  squadron  however;  eman- 
cipation, emancipation  by  the  aid  of  a foreign  mari- 
time power,  was  an  object  too  dearly  cherished,  at 
home  and  abroad,  to  be  given  up  by  putting  the  coun- 
try in  a state  of  defence.  This  was  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  movement  against  a home  squadron.  And 
he  warned  gentlemen  (here  Mr.  W’s  voice  suddenly 
suffered  a syncope,  and  the  sentence  was  irrecovera- 
bly lost  to  the  reporter’s  ear.) 

When  our  population  had  been  but  three  millions 
we  had  proved  ourselves  able  to  achieve  our  indepen- 
dence. When  it  was  seven  millions  we  carried  to  a 
successful  issue  a second  war  for  free  trade  and  sail- 
or’s rights;  and  he  was  determined,  so  far  as  his  offorts 
could  go,  that  we  should  not  be  conquered  now  when 
our  population  had  reached  seventeen  millions.  But 
those  defences  which  British  cannon  had  failed  to 
break  down,  were  now  to  be  broken  down  by  a Bri- 
tish party  influence.  Go  on,  eried  Mr.  W.,  you  shall 
have  your  reward.  Goon  with  this  your  moral  trea- 
son, and  carry  it  so  far  as  to  come  within  chief  jus- 
tice Marshall’s  decision  in  Burr’s  case,  and  you  shall 
get  your  hemp!  England  had  one  naval  depot  at  Hali- 
fax and  she  was  making  another  in  Bermuda.  Such 
was  the  rumor.  She  was  planting  herself  at  both  ends 
of  our  coast,  at  the  north  and  the  south.  But  Eng- 
land must  be  suffered  to  go  on  and  prepare  her  dock- 
yards and  her  arsenals,  and  to  establish  one  depot  af- 
ter another;  she  was  to  make  contracts  to  supply 
them,  not  only  with  her  own  citizens  but  with  the 
merchants  of  Boston;  she  was  to  establish  her  lines 
of  steamers,  her  mails  were  to  touch  from  point  to 
point,  and  from  an  unbroken  line  of  speedy  commu- 
nication: every  thing  was  to  be  put  in  readiness  to 
facilitate  the  approach  of  a combined  force  to  act 
simultaneously  against  the  coasts  of  the  United  States: 
but  we — we  were  to  do  nothing;  we  must  have  no 
home  squadron,  no  naval  depots,  no  steamers,  noth- 
ing in  the  shape  of  defence,  lest,  forsooth,  we  should 
be  providing  defences  for  slave  property. 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  on  a subject  so  vital  and  so  ge- 
neral as  this,  he  looked  to  the  north  as  he  looked  to 
the  south.  He  had  as  much  confidence  in  the  one  as 
in  the  other.  When  war  did  come,  if  come  it  must, 
the  Connecticut  sailor  would  meet  the  sailor  on  the 
Chesapeake,  and  both  would  act  with  the  sailor  from 
New  Bedford,  and  they  would  fight  side  by  side  to 
defend  the  common  honor  of  us  all. 

He  said  there  were  two  modes  in  which  our  federal 
union  was  to  be  broken.  One  was  that  he  had  just 
adverted  to,  the  striking  down  of  our  national  defen- 
ces; and,  while  the  south  should  be  left  defenceless, 
to  excite  insurrection,  and  then  interpose  with  the 
treaty-making  power.  But  there  was  another,  in 
which  the  south  was  not  merely  to  be  abandoned  to 
her  fate,  but  was  to  be  actually  driven  off,  driven 
away  from  the  residue  of  the  union:  and  this  was  by 
the  enactment  of  a high,  onerous,  unequal, oppressive, 
unjust,  unconstitutional  tariff.  On  this  point  there 
had  already  been  raised  the  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween free  labor  and  slave  labor.  Lord  Palmerston, 
in  his  famous  debate  with  the  tories  of  England, when 
they  raised  this  cry  of  free  against  slave  labor,  had 
taught  them  the  actual  truth  and  philosophy  of  that 


cry,  and  had  exposed  it  to  its  merited  contempt. 

Yet,  in  the  face  of  that  demonstration,  we  heard  the 
self-same  cry  raised  by  the  tory  party  on  this  side  of 
the  water. 

The  abolitionists  andjthe  dissolutionists  might  again 
assemble  at  Hartford,  and  declare  it  against  their  re- 
ligious sense  of  right  to  go  to  war  with  England  to  de- 
fend slave  property;  but  their  fate  would  be  the  same 
as  had  in  religious  retribution  overtaken  their  prede- 
cessors— to  be  hated — to  be  ever  after  suspected — to 
become  a by-word — and,  he  would  not  say,  to  be  po- 
litically damned  in  the  minds  of  all  true-hearted 
Americans  and  of  their  descendants. 

Mr.  W.  had  thus  far  been  speaking  of  Great  Bri- 
tain as  of  an  enemy  of  the  United  States.  He  did 
not  wish  to  be  mistaken.  That  England  was  grasp- 
ing in  her  policy;  that  she  was  tory  in  her  policy  just 
now;  and  that  she  might  plead  the  pretext  of  a fiery, 
religious,  fanatical  fury  to  assail  the  real  interests  of 
the  United  States  both  here  and  in  her  own  domini- 
ons, he  did  not  doubt.  But  he  was  not  one  who  either 
hated  or  dreaded  Great  Britain.  From  England  and 
from  Scotland  he  derived  every  drop  of  the  blood  in 
his  veins.  From  that  fatherland  we  derived  our  laws 
and  literature,  our  language  and  our  religion;  it  was 
the  land  of  Shakspeare,  of  Milton,  and  of  Locke-  it 
was,  moreover,  the  land  of  magna  charta.  He  loved 
her,  honored  her;  he  loved  her  arts;  he  loved  her 
learning;  he  was  proud  of  his  descent  from  her;  but 
he  hated  English  arrogance;  he  hated  English  selfish- 
ness; he  hated  English  ambition.  He  held  it  our  true 
policy  to  encourage  the  most  friendly  intercourse 
with  her,  and  he  felt  disposed  as  a man  to  add  to  that 

feeling  of  friendship  a feeling  even  of  veneration. 

But  he,  for  one,  would  say  that,  if  a war  with  Eng- 
land must  come — if  such  a war  was  necessary  to  re- 
vive among  us  an  American  feeling,  the  old  spirit  of 
American  pride  and  independence— he  cared  not  how 
much  blood  and  treasure  it  might  cost.  Let  war 
come,  rather  than  that  we  should  rust  in  peace  and 
suffer  an  English  party  to  destroy  the  institutions  of 
our  country.  Yes,  let  the  war-cry  go  forth.  Again 
he  would  say  that,  if  a war  with  England  was  neces- 
sary, and  nothing  else  would  do  to  awaken  and  revive 
that  American  pride  and  love  of  country  which  had 
achieved  our  independence,  the  sooner  it  came  the 
better.  Peace  with  England  was  no  doubt  our  true 
policy;  but  if  we  could  not  maintain  peace  without 
degradation,  it  was  our  true  policy  no  longer. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  hitherto  been  speaking  against 
the  danger  of  foreign  influence.  But,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  voice  of  that  farewell  address, 
which  Washington  bequeathed  as  his  last  legacy  to 
his  beloved  country,  warned  us  no  less  against  the 
dangers  of  sectional  influence.  It  warned  us  of  the 
ruinous  consequences  of  arraying  the  north  against 
the  south — the  east  against  the  west.  Yet,  what  had 
we  seen  in  the  very  teeth  of  that  address,  solemnly 
read  in  this  hall?  A deliberate  proposition  to  sepa- 
rate the  northern  from  the  slave  holding  states  of  this 
union!  A petition,  asking  not  merely  fora  separation 
of  this  blessed  union,  but  denouncing — in  the  most  of- 
fensive and  irritating  terms — denouncing  slavery,  as 
a despotism  which  ought  to  be  destroyed  by  the  for- 
cible interposition  of  the  federal  government!  A pe- 
tition which  asked  the  residue  of  the  union  to  unite 
against  thirteen  of  their  sister  states,  united  with  them 
under  one  constitution!  Did  he  ever  expect  to  live 
to  hear  that  farewell  address  of  Washington  denoun- 
ced here,  or  elsewhere,  as  a “gag?” 

Mr.  Mams  here  interposed,  and  said  that  on  this 
point  the  gentleman  was  mistaken.  When  the  clerk, 
in  reading  from  the  address,  came  to  that  clause  in 
which  the  father  of  his  country  called  upon  his  coun- 
trymen to  frown  upon  the  first  attempt  to  dissolve  the 
union,  Mr.  A.  had  said,  “you  ought  to  have  thought  • 
of  that  at  the  time  you  put  on  the  gag.'"  And  now 
the  gentleman  might  go  on  at  his  own  discretion. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed.  He  should  not  so  far  imitate 
the  examp!?  ?o  often  set  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts of  going  on,  after  he  had  been  corrected  in 
point  of  fact,  just  as  if  no  correction  had  been  made. 
Mr.  W.  had  been  mistaken;  and  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  he  had  been  in  an  error. 

Yet  he  had  not  been  surprised  at  what  he  supposed 
he  had  heard;  because  the  union  of  these  twenty-six 
happy  independent  sovereign  states  was  a much  more 
sacred  thing  than  Washington’s  farewell  address, 
sacred  as  that  was.  The  thing  Washington  had  re- 
commended, looked  for,  hoped  for,  longed  for,  pray- 
ed for, was  surely  more  sacred  than  the  address  which 
recommended  his  countrymen  to  preserve  that  thing. 

If  it  was  an  act  unholy,  partaking  of  sacrilege — an 
act  from  which  the  gentleman  shrank  with  horror — 
to  denounce  the  address,  oh  how  could  he  ask,  as  a 
son  of  one  of  the  venerable  patriots  of  the  revolution 
— an  old  man — one  who  had  himself  looked  upon 
Washington  and  heard  his  living  voice — one  who  had 
served  his  country  well,  and  had  in  return  been  well 
treated  by  that  country — how  could  he  bring  himself 
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to  contemplate  the  dissolution  of  this  union,  which 
Washington  loved  so  well?  How  could  he  think  for 
a moment  on  the  destruction  of  the  work  of  his  hands, 
when  he  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  even  speaking 
disrespectfully  of  his  farewell  address?  Was  not  the 
gentleman  trifling  with  things  too  sacred  to  be  trifled 
with?  Was  not  this  union  a thing  too  valuable,  not 
to  us  alone,  hut  to  all  the  nations  of  mankind — to 
every  subsequent  age  of  the  world?  Was  this  to  be 
hazarded  for  such  an  object  as  attacking  the  slave- 
holders of  the  south?  Great  God!  how  could  men 
become  so  filled,  so  possessed  with  one  idea,  as  to 
lose  sight  of  the  greatest  blessing  of  heaven,  and  sac- 
rifice the  dearest  interests  of  man,  for  some  poor, 
petty,  unworthy,  miserable  end?  Not  only  had  the 
gentleman  sought  to  array  thirteen  states  against  thir- 
teen states — the  south  against  the  north  and  the  north 
against  the  south — but  he  had  set  the  north  against 
the  north.  He  denounced  the  friends,  Mr.  W.  would 
not  say  of  the  south,  but  of  the  constitution;  for  he 
did  them  the  justice  to  believe  that  they  were  actuat- 
ed by  higher  than  mere  party  or  sectional  motives. 
Yes,  whigs  who  had  voted  for  the  constitution — -stood 
by  its  provisions  to  uphold  the  union — who  had  had  a 
sacred  regard  for  their  oaths — who  had  been  govern- 
ed by  an  enlarged  love  for  the  whole  country,  and 
not  for  a part  only — men  who  had  been  actuated  by 
feelings  of  true  philanthropy,  and  had  sought  to  pre- 
serve the  greatest  temporal  blessing  ever  conferred 
on  mankind — these — his  own  northern  brethren — the 
gentleman  had  denounced  as  “gag  politicians.” 

Mr.  W.  here  paid  some  very  lofty  compliments  to 
Mr.  Proffit,  but  as  that  gentleman  sat  next  him,  and 
Mr.  W.  directed  his  voice  to  him  alone,  much  of 
them  was  lost  save  to  the  gentleman  himself.  The 
words  “brother  patriot”  and  “brother  bondsman” 
reached  the  reporter’s  desk. 

There  were  men  who  went  for  the  union;  they 
wex-e  true  patriots.  They  cherished  this  union  as 
going  to  subserve  all  the  ends,  aims,  and  interests  of 
human  liberty.  Whether  they  approved  of  slavery 
or  not,  Mr.  W.  was  bound  to  return  them  his  ac- 
knowledgements. As  long  as  slavery  existed  in  the 
land,  and  the  preservation  of  the  union  depended  on 
observing  in  regard  to  it  the  guaranties  of  the  con- 
stitution, they  were  bound  to  preserve  these  guaran- 
ties, be  slavery  right  or  wrong.  And  should  Eng- 
land dare  to  set  her  foot  on  the  north  or  the  north- 
west— if  she  laid  her  lion’s  paw  on  one  negro  of  the 
south,  he  demanded  restitution  or  compensation,  or 
he  went  for  war.  Was  this  country  in  her  foreign 
relations  to  be  governed  by  the  will  and  wishes  of 
one  section  alone?  Were  we  to  go  to  a war  for  the 
property  of  some  of  the  states  and  not  for  the  pro- 
perty of  others?  As  regarded  foreign  governments 
all  was  property  alike,  whether  it  was  the  wheat  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  manufac- 
tures of  New  England,  or  a negro  belonging  to  a 
citizen  of  the  southern  states.  Whatever  was  on 
the  deck  of  an  American  ship  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  American  flag  must  be  recognised  and  re- 
spected as  American  property,  and  that  flag  must  be 
its  protection  or  war  must  follow.  And  here  let 
him  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  we 
allowed  England  to  trifle  with  our  flag  once,  to  touch 
Ameiican  property  in  one  place,  we  should  soon 
teach  her  that  she  might  take  it  in  all  places  and  at 
all  times.  If  this  thing  was  tolerated  because  the 
property  was  owned  in  the  south,  it  would  soon  be 
repeated  on  the  property  of  the  north;  we  should 
soon  cease  to  be  that  proud  independent  nation  we 
have  hitherto  been,  and  should  retrograde  step  by 
step  till  we  returned  to  our  colonial  vassalage. 

Now,  what  was  the  question  before  the  house?  Il 
• was  this:  Whether  we  would  print,  publish,  and 
postpone,  as  worthy  of  future  and  deliberate  discus- 
sion, a proposal  for  the  dissolution  of  this  union. 

And  was  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  be 
indulged  in  a tirade  against  one  particular  section  of 
this  union,  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  other  section  of 
it,  butfor  that  of  evei'y  foreign  despotic  power?  The 
house  had  done  more  during  the  three  last  days  (and 
perhaps  this  day  also)  to  injure  our  free  institutions 
and  our  national  credit  abroad  than  ever  had  been 
done  before  since  the  foundation  of  the  union.  Our 
enemies — the  enemies  of  free  government — had  been 
writing  and  predicting  that  the  union  of  these  twen- 
ty-six free  states  never  could  stand;  that  it  must 
lall;  and  they  had  been  exei’ting  a corresponding  in- 
fluence with  a view  to  destroy  it.  They  looked  at 
every  unfavorable  occurrence  and  exclaimed,  “Ah! 
we  said  so!  See  here!  See  there!”  Every  popular 
outbreak  that  took  place  in  any  portion  of  this  wide 
land,  though  not  to  compare  to  what  was  continually 
happening  in  Ireland,  or  even  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  of  England,  or  in  France,  under  the  bayo- 
nets of  a standing  army,  they  hailed  as  the  approach 
of  what  they  so  much  longed  for,  and  cried  out  “see, 
the  union  is  dissolving  like  snow  before  the  sun!”  It 
would  be  told  in  Europe  with  exultation  that  the  ex- 


president of  the  United  States  had  brought  forward 
a proposition  to  dissolve  the  union,  and  had  seriously 
proposed  to  discuss  it.  What!  had  not  enough  been 
done  already  to  disgrace  our  credit  abroad?  He  was 
bound  with  sorrow  to  admit  the  fact.  Had  not 
enough  and  more  than  enough  been  done  by  professed 
friends  of  the  union  to  disgrace  it  before  the  world 
by  breaches  of  public  and  of  private  faith?  But 
what  must  be  the  effect  of  such  an  announcement  on 
the  already  prostrated  credit  of  our  country?  Was 
it  not  enough  to  alarm  the  money-lenders  of  Europe 
to  hear  that  a proposition  had  been  allowed  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  legislative  hall  to  dissolve  the  un- 
ion? Would  they  not  very  naturally  conclude  that 
our  government  was  at  last  tumbling  into  ruin?  What 
better  than  madness  was  it  seriously  to  entertain  a 
proposition  like  this? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  the 
house  that  he  did  not  himself  move  to  dissolve  the  un- 
ion, but  to  direct  a committee  to  make  a report  as- 
signing reasons  why  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  that 
just  at  present.  And  this  was  his  defence!  A com- 
mittee to  assign  reasons  why  the  union  need  not  just 
yet  be  dissolved!  Why  this  was  part  of  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  scheme,  and  this  very  feature  of  the  con- 
spiracy in  which  its  sublimity  consisted  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  the  gentleman’s  defence!  Why  the,  gentle- 
man had,  for  a long  time,  succeeded  in  persuading 
members  of  this  house  that  he  was  against  abolish- 
ing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia:  he  had  ac- 
tually kept  up  that  impression  for  a long  while.  But 
the  gentleman  had  been  on  that  point  just  as  he  was 
on  this.  He  was  all  the  while  aiding,  in  the  most 
effectual  way,  the  scheme  of  abolition,  just  as  he 
was  now  aiding  as  directly  the  conspiracy  for  disso- 
lution. 

The  gentleman’s  doctrine  was,  “Not  yet,  not  yet; 
wait  a little  longer;  keep  up  the  excitment;  agitate 
— agitate;  keep  the  slaves  in  this  District  like  mice 
in  a receiver  to  make  experiments  with;  make  a 
further  experiment  in  religious  zeal;  try  how  foreign 
influence  will  work;  hold  on  to  the  bone  of  conten- 
tion; agitate — agitate.”  This  was  the  gentleman’s 
policy.  His  cry  was,  “not  now;”  and  that  was  the 
worst  feature  in  the  proceeding.  If  he  had  spoken 
out  boldly  like  a man,  and  said,  dissolve,  and  dis- 
solve now,  he  would  have  met  one  universal  feeling 
of  indignation  in  every  bosom  and  every  eye — and 
he  knew  it.  But  no,  not  now — agitate  a little  long- 
er; and  by  degrees  the  idea  will  grow  familiar,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  people  will  be  subdued.  He  avow- 
ed his  purpose  not  to  dissolve  now;  but,  if  they  of 
the  south  should  continue  to  defend  themselves  by 
parliamentary  rules  of  proceeding,  then — 

Mr.  W.  said,  further,  that  at  the  proper  time  he 
should  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  censure.  He  had  formerly  excepted  against 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  a judge  when 
he  sought  a trial;  and  he  should  now  decline  voting 
as  a judge  on  that  gentleman.  The  gentleman  had 
brought  himself  into  his  present  situation;  he  had 
no  one  to  blame  for  it  but  himself,  if  he  had  been  the 
subject  of  animadversion  either  by  Mr.  W.  or  others. 
He  it  was  who  was  the  subject-matter  of  this  whole 
proceeding,  and  of  course  the  remarks  of  those  who 
took  part  in  it  must  be  somewhat  personal.  Mr.  W. 
could  have  wished  to  be  spared  the  painful  task  of 
speaking  of  the  gentleman  either  in  praise  or  cen- 
sure. Pex-sonally,  Mr.  W.  had  not  censused  him; 
politically  he  had.  If  he  had  used  any  severity,  it 
had  been  directed  exclusively  against  the  gentle- 
man’s political  course.  If,  in  an  assembly  like  this, 
some  wild  brute  should  be  let  loose,  every  one  knew 
what  their  only  coui'se  must  be — either  to  kill  or  to 
cage  him.  If  we  heard  of  a phrenzied  wretch  run- 
ning a muck,  as  it  was  called,  striking  at  and  destroy- 
ing all  he  met,  there  was  but  one  thing  to  be  done — 
the  unhappy  being  must  he  killed,  even  though  his 
rage  proceeded  from  mania.  If  an  imbecile  assault- 
ed one,  he  might  be  handled  molliler  manu,  and  thus 
restrained.  But  should  the  offender  be  found  wrap- 
ped in  the  panoply  of  age,  of  station,  or  even  of  im- 
becility itself,  still,  if  he  were  capable  of  mischief, 
and  was  desperately  and  wickedly  bent  on  mischief, 
we  forgot  his  age  and  thought  only  of  the  interests 
to  be  endangered.  If  he  were  old  and  respectable, 
and  even  veneracle,  and  yet  through  monomania 
should  be  found  administering  poison  or  applying  the 
torch  of  the  incendiary,  how  old  or  how  venerable 
soever  he  might  be,  he  must  be  met,  and  the  mischief, 
if  possible,  prevented. 

It  was  in  this  light  that  Mr.  W.  viewed  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  comparing  him  with  either 


man  was  greatly  mistaken  who  should  say  or  think 
that  that  gentleman  was  mad.  The  gentleman  m ght 
say  with  an  apostle,  “I  am  not  mad  most  noble  Fes- 
tus,”  though  he  could  not  add,  “but  speak  forth  the 
words  of  truth  and  soberness.”  All  who  knew  him 
would  say.  he  was  not  mad.  In  a political,  not  in  a 
personal  sense,  Mr.  W.  would  say,  and  with  entire 
sincerity  of  heart,  the  gentleman  was  far  more  wick- 
ed than  weak.  A mischief  might  be  done  by  him- 
Mr.  W.  believed  he  was  disposed  to  do  it,  and  would 
wield  his  immense  intellectual,  moral  and  political 
power  to  effect  it.  That  mischief  was  the  dissolution 
of  this  union,  and  the  agent  of  that  dissolution,  should 
it  ever  be  effected,  Mr.  W.  did  in  his  heart  believe 
would  be  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Go- 
verned by  his  reputation,  by  his  habits,  by  all  consi- 
derations arising  from  the  belief  of  personal  wrongs, 
his  passions  were  roused,  and  his  resentment  and  his 
vengeance  would  be  wreaked  on  the  objects  of  his 
hatred  if  he  could  reach  them.  If  this  state  of  mind 
were  monomania,  then  it  was  hereditary:  no  matter 
what  might  be  its  cause,  it  was  dangerous — deadly. 
The  gentleman  was  astute  in  design,  obstinate  and 
zealous  in  power,  and  terrible  in  action,  and  an  in- 
strument wrell  fitted  to  dissolve  the  union.  Although 
Mr.  W.  could  not  give  a direct  vote  on  the  resolution, 
yet  he  believed  it  his  duty  to  his  constituents  to  ex- 
press this  as  his  sincere  and  deliberate  opinion  of  that 
gentleman.  Nor  did  he  believe  it  was  his  own  opi- 
nion alone,  but  the  opinion  of  many  others  in  this 
hall,  and  of  thousands  out  of  it. 

That  one  should  so  have  outlived  his  fame!  that 
one  who  had  served  his  countx-y  so  long  should  almost 
cancel  her  debt  of  gratitude  for  all  fiis  many  services', 
it  was  very  grievous:  it  was  grievous  to  be  compelled 
to  speak  this  of  an  old  man — of  one  who  had  reached 
even  a higher  place  in  the  honors  of  his  country  than 
his  father — one  who  ought  now  to  be  the  father  of 
that  country — against  whom  no  one  would  or  could 
utter  a derogatory  word — to  whom  the  young  should 
go  to  learn  lessons  of  wisdom  and  patriotism — who 
should  be  teaching  the  precepts  of  the  great  father  of 
his  country — who  had  seen  his  glorious  countenance 
and  heard  him  speak.  * * # Oh!  the  contrast! 
To  think  of  the  veneration,  the  honor,  the  l’everence 
with  which  his  pei-son  might  have  been  loved  and 
cherished — the  weight  that  would  have  attached  to 
every  word  he  uttered,  so  that  the  moment  he  rose  to 
speak  every  breath  should  be  hushed,  and  that  vast 
hall  be  silent  as  the  tomb — to  think  how  he  would 
have  been  looked  upon  with  awe  approaching  to 
dread,  as  the  last  link  that  bound  this  age  to  the  re- 
volutionary fathers.  Let  each  member  of  the  house 
endeavor  to  realize  what  that  gentleman  might  thus 
have  been — and  then  look  athinx  to-day — at  the  situa- 
tion he  now  occupied  in  the  legislative  halls  of  his 
country!  Should  Mr.  W.  describe  who  it  was  that 
was  the  object  of  the  present  proceeding?  and  what 
he  was?  *****  Oh!  no,  no,  no,  no.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  possessed  a brighter 
imagination  than  Mr.  W. — let  him  paint  to  himself 
the  contrast  between  what  he  might  do,  and  what  he 
was  now  doing.  All  he  could  say  was,  to  thank  God 
that  the  gentleman,  great  as  he  was,  neither  had, 
nor  was  likely  to  have,  sufficient  influence  to  excite 
a spirit  of  disunion  throughout  the  land.  Mr.  W’s 
reliance  was  on  the  public  virtue.  They  would  learn 
the  gentleman's  object  with  a regret  such  as  none 
could  feel  but  those  who  loved  their  country  as  did 
the  people  of  this  union.  The  gentleman  was  politi- 
cally dead;  dead  as  Burr — dead  as  Arnold.  The 
people  would  look  upon  him  with  wonder;  would 
shudder,  and  retire. 

Yet  good  might  come  .out  of  all  this.  It  would 
show  to  the  north  generally  the  real  character  of  that 
influence  which  was  at  woi’k  in  the  midst  of  this 
land,  and  the  true  tendency  of  the  principles  of  that 
gentleman  and  his  associates. 

The  gentleman  had  expi'essed  his  surprise  to  see 
an  objection  to  the  memorial  come  from  him. 

[Mr.  Jldams,  (with  vehemence),  No,  sir!] 

Well,  “from  that  quarter”  was,  perhaps,  the  ex- 
pression. In  reply,  Mr.  W.  would  say  that  he  was 
more  surprised  to  lxear  such  a thought  uttered  in  re- 
gard to  himself.  All  who  knew  him  knew  that  he 
had  ever  been,  whether  in  the  south  or  the  north,  a 
strenuous  advocate  for  the  perpetuity  of  this  union. 

The  question  on  the  petition  itself  was  a distinct 
question  from  that  on  the  resolution  of  censure.  On 
the  former  question  Mr.  W.  should  vote;  and  he 
should  take  a course  on  that  subject  which  was  de- 
signed to  try  how  many  friends  upon  that  floor  the 
union  actually  had.  With  his  consent  there  should 
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of  these  supposed  persons;  he  disclaimed  it.  The  no  motion  be  made  to  lay  the  question  of  reception 
gentleman  was  honored,  time-honored,  hoary— but, 1 on  the  table,  but  the  naked  question  of  reception 
he  could  not  add,  with  wisdom.  The  gentleman  had  should  itself  be  put  to  the  house.  Let  it  come  to  each 
immense  power,  the  power  of  learning,  the  power  of,  man,  “Will  you  receive  such  a petition?”  The  "-en- 
station,  the  power  of  fame,  the  power  of  age,  the  tleman  should  be  put  to  the  test  if  Mr.  W.  could3  ef- 
power  ol  eloquence,  the  power  of  the  pen,  and  any  feet  that  object.  He  wanted  to  see  a test  on  this 
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subject,  not  among:  the  people,  but.  among  politicians. 
He  wished  to  put  them  in  a predicament  in  which, 
if  they  voted  to  receive  this  memorial,  t!  - y should 
take  the  consequences  for  all  time  to  come;  or,  if 
they  refused  to  receive  it,  to  tell  him  on  what  ground 
they  could  ever  hereafter  vote  to  dissolve  the  union. 
Here  was  the  true  line  between  the  right  of  petition 
and  the  right  of  legislation;  and  in  the  great  ardor  in 
behalf  of  the  one,  the  other  seemed  to  have  been  al- 
most entirely  forgotten. 

With  these  remarks  Mr.  W.  had  done  with  the 
subject  forever.  He  left  it  to  the  house  to  decide 
what  course  they  would  pursue  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  W.  having  concluded. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose  and  was  recognised  by  the 
speaker;  but 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  say  a very 
few  words.  He  wished  to  make  a preliminary  point. 
He  questioned  the  right  of  this  house  to  entertain 
the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Marshall),  and  he  called  upon  the  speaker  to 
decide  that  question. 

The  point  raised  by  Mr.  Adams  was  then  reduced 
to  writing,  and  in  the  following  words: 

“Mr.  Adams  makes  the  point  of  order  whether  the 
house  has  the  right  to  entertain  this  resolution, 
because  it  charged  him  with  crimes  of  which 
this  house  has  no  jurisdiction;  and  because  if  the 
house  entertain  the  jurisdiction  they  deprive  him  of 
rights  secured  to  him  by  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States.” 

Which  having  been  read. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  that  the  resolutions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Marshall),  might  be 
read,  inasmuch  as  they  charged  him,  (Mr.  A.)  in  the 
first  place,  with  subornation  of  perjury;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  with  high  treason. 

And  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  Mr.  Marshall 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  I request  the  clerk  to  read, 
in  support  of  this  point,  or  of  the  inquiry,  as  the 
speaker  or  the  house  may  think  proper  to  consider  it, 
the  sixth  article  amendatory  of  the  censtitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

“In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  state  and  district  wherein  the 
crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district 
shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and 
to  be  informed  fcf  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accu- 
sation; to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 
nesses in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of 
counsel  for  his  defence.” 

[After  some  interruption,] 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  I propose  to  address  the 
house  on  the  ground  thatthey  have  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  case;  that  they  connot  try  the  culprit,  still  less  .pan 
they  punish  him.  The  preamble  charges  two  crimes, 
one  of  which  being  capital,  the  life  of  the  party 
accused  is  at  stake;  and  the  other  as  gross  and  aggra- 
vated as  it  could  be  if  it  were  capital;  and,  therefore, 
the  house  could  expel  me.  This  is  the  bathos  of  the 
proposition.  If  I were  guilty  of  these  two  crimes — 
[After  some  interruption.] 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  1 did  not  make  this  point 
of  order  yesterday,  because  I was,  in  fact,  tried,  so 
far  as  the  proceedings  went,  without  knowing  what 
the  charge  against  me  was.  I was  not  permitted  to 
read  the  resolution;  it  was  sprung  suddenly  upon  me; 
and  there  was  a determination  to  decide  the  case  im- 
mediately. The  speaker  intimated  to  me  that  if  I 
desire  I to  say  any  thing  in  my  defence,  I must  do  it 
now.  I made  what  defence  I could  at  that  time, 
without  knowing  what  the  charge  was;  but  when  I 
came  to  read  the  resolution  in  the  newspaper,  I found 
that  a charge  of  two  crimes,  among  the  gravest  that 
can  be  committed  by  man,  were  made  against  me, 
and  one  of  them,  as  1 have  said,  involving  the  forfei- 
ture of  my  life.  It  seemed  to  me  that  this  was  not 
the  proper  tribunal,  and  I thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  speaker  to  have  stopped  the  thing  instantly 
did  not  this  morning  make  the  proposition,  because  I 
desired  that  the  gentleman  from  Accomac,  (Mr. 
Wise),  should  have  an  opportunity  to  pour  out  his 
whole  mind — the  whole  volume  which  he  has  been 
treasuring  up  and  accumulating  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  past,  which  he  has  so  often  manifested  a 
disposition  to  disgorge,  and  which,  finally,  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
his  power.  He  has  done  so. 

I propose  to  say  but  little  in  reply  to  him  on  this 
subject.  I propose  not  to  enter  into  the  history  of 
my  life  from  the  time  1 was  in  the  cradle  up  to  this 
hour;  to  ransack  every  thing,  good,  bad  and  indiffer- 
ent, I have  ever  done,  and  to  put  the  worst  construc- 
tion upon  it.  I repeat,  1 have  very  little  to  say  to  all 
that.  I am  unwilling  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  house 


with  myself  or  my  own  history  in  any  shape  or  form;  1 trial  in  the  case  referred  to. 
and  it  is  most  reluctantly  that  I an  compelled  to  do 


So  far  from  it.  he  had 
even  earnestly  sought  a trial  from  the  house  which 
arraigned  him,  a id  he  w’as  most  unjustly  refused  ami 
denied  a trial.  He  was  willing  now  to  be  tried — to* 
go  to  Maryland  and  be  tried — to  be  tried  here  or  any 
where  by  a fair  and  impartial  tribunal. 

And  he  would  now,  for  the  first  time,  solemnly  de- 
clare that  he  was  not  responsible  for  any  thing 
which  occurred  in  that  duel,  except  what  occurred 
on  the  ground — to  guard  the  life  of  a friend.  And 
this  he  was  at  any  time  ready  to  prove  whenever  the 
fact  was  legitimately  questioned  or  tested.  And 
now  he  pronounced  the  charge  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  base  and  black  a lie  as 
the  traitor  was  black  and  base  who  uttered  it. 

Mr.  Adams  was  understood  to  deny  that  he  had 
ever  justified  the  charge  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Wise  repeated,  he  had  been  told  so  by  one  of 
the  gentleman’s  own  colleagues. 

Mr.  Adams.  Isay  I never  did  defend  the  man  on 
the  merits  of  the  case,  and  I never  did  believe  but 
what  he  was  the  guilty  man,  and  that  the  man  who 
pulled  the  trigger  was  but  an  instrument  in  his  hands. 
This  was  my  belief  in  the  beginning.  And  now  he 
may  go  to  his  democratic  friends  from  the  north,  to 
whom  he  has  paid  such  tributes  of  applause,  and  we 
will  see  how  they  voted  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
proceeding — to  say  nothing  of  the  article  in  the  De- 


so. 

The  gentleman  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
because,  he  says,  on  a former  occasion  he  excepted 
to  me  as  his  judge;  and,  therefore,  it  was  just  and 
fair  that  I should  except  to  himself. 

Sir,  there  is  another  occasion  which  1 hope  the 
house  will  look  at,  if  they  are  to  try  me  for  the  only 
thing  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  can  try  me  for — that 
is  to  say,  a contempt  of  the  house,  under  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gilmer), 
the  late  governor  of  that  state.  But  there  wras,  I say, 
an  occasion,  about  four  or  five  years  ago,  of  a trial 
in  this  house  of  a member  of  the  house  for  crimes. 

There  came  to  this  house  then  a man  with  his  hands 
and  face  dripping  with  the  blood  of  murder,  the 
blotches  of  which  were  yet  hanging  upon  him;  and 
the  question  was  put,  upon  the  proposition  of  those 
very  democrats  to  whom  he  has  this  day  rendered 
the  tribute  and  homage  of  his  thanks,  that  he  should 
be  tried  by  this  house  for  that  crime — the  crime  of 
murder.  Sir,  I opposed  the  trial  of  that  crime  by 
this  house.  The  house  thought  proper  to  refer  the 
subject  to  acommittee,  and  thatcommittee  reported — 

I am  not  sure  that  it  was  an  expulsion;  1 think  not. 

The  report  if  I recollect — (and  I should  be  glad  to 
hear  it  if  I am  to  answer  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Gilmer,  which,  as  I . mocratic  Review,  which  I suppose  the  speaker  saw 
have  said,  I suppose  to  be  the  only  one  on  which  the  j published  at  that  time.  That  Review  is  known  to 
house  can  act,  because  the  house  will  see  what  was  have  been  the  publication  of  the  democracy  of  this 
done  on  a former  occasion  when  a member  was  | union,  and  there  was  an  article  in  it  at  that  lime 
brought  up  for  trial) — that  report,  I think  expressly  j which  would  show  what  were  the  opinions  and  feel- 
recommended  the  expulsion  of  a man  far  less  guilty  ings  of  the  democracy  of  the  country  on  this  ques- 
than  the  other  one  of  the  blood  which  was  shed,  be- ' tion.  The  ground  which  I took  on  that  occasion  I 
cause  he  happened  to  draw  the  trigger  which  levelled  take  now.  1 demand  that  this  house  shall  not  under- 
to  the  earth  another  member  of  this  body.  But  that  take  to  try  me.  Yesterday  there  was  a considera- 
far  more  guilty  man,  who,  I say,  came  into  this  house  1 ble  portion  of  this  house  ready  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
with  hands  and  face  dripping — when  the  blood-spots  tions  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Mar- 
were  yet  visible  upon  him — I opposed  as  much  as  shall).  Where  did  the  gentleman  get  his  law.  As- 
possible  the  trial  of  that  man  by  this  house,  because  suredly  not  from  his  uncle — of  whom  he  spoke  in 
it  was  (like  the  present)  a case  in  which  the  charges ; the  mariner  in  which  every  American  citizen  ought 
made  were  of  the  highest  nature — charges  involving  to  speak  of  him.  And  when  that  gentleman  refer- 
the  very  lives  of  the  parties;  and  I thought  that  they  red  to  the  relations  which  had  existed  between  his 
should  be  sent  to  the  proper  tribunal.  I thought  that  uncle  and  my  father,  I did  feel  surprised  that  it 
they  should  be  tried  where  they  might  have  the  ad- , did  not  disarm  him  from  such  a charge  as  he  has 
vantage  which  this  instrument  (holding  up  the  con-  made  against  me.  I respect  that  gentleman  and  his 
stitution  of  the  United  States)  secures  to  them;  that  talents.  I hope  he  will  succeed  in  that  effort  at  re- 
they  should  have  the  right  of  a speedy  and  public  form  of  which  he  has  recently  taken  the  pledge;  and 
trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  state  and  district  that  when,  in  the  compass  of  two  or  three  years,  he 
wherein  the  crime  was  committed— that  they  should  shall  have  redeemed  that  pledge,  he  will  blush  him- 
be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  them — that  self  at  the  want  of  that  temperance  to  which  he  has 
they  should  have  the  benefit  of  compulsory  process  devoted  himself,  in  the  very  measure  before  the 
to  obtain  witnesses  in  their  own  behalf,  and  that  they  , house  at  this  time.  He  has  talents  to  make  himself 
should  have  the  aid  of  counsel  in  their  cause.  the  ornament  and  the  glory  of  his  country;  but  if  he 

1 was  willing  that  the  parties  to  that  atrocious  means^  to  do  so,  let  him  go  home  let  him  go  to 


crime  should  he  sent  to  their  natural  judges — to  have 
an  impartial  trial— and  that  the  action  of  this  house, 
either  by  expulsion  or  otherwise  by  censure,  should 
not  take  place.  I expressed  that  opinion  in  this  house, 
and  I expressly  and  strongly  opposed  its  action;  and 


some  law  school,  and  learn  a little  of  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  these  states  and  of  the  members  of 
this  house — let  him  learn  that  if  there  is  a disgrace 
in  this  house  it  is  the  presentation  of  such  resolu- 
tions as  these  which  he  has  offered  against  one  of  its 


it  is  very  probable  that  I saved  this  blood-stained  members,  charging  him  with  crimes,  ready  to  admit 
man  from  the  censure  of  the  house  at  that  time.  I , diem  as  proofs  of  crimes,  and  offering  them  as  if  the 
contributed  as  much  as  I possibly  could  to  that  Party.  implicated  had  been  tried  and  found  guilty, 
end;  and  I wish,  if  I am  to  be  called  upon  to  answer  That  is  the  foundation  of  his  resolution:  nor  can  the 
for  crimes  before  this  house,  or  even  to  answer  house  adopt  them  without  deciding  that  the  pergon  is 
on  a charge  of  contempt,  that  the  precedent  should  guilty  ol  those  crimes. 

be  recurred  to — that  the  facts  which  took  place  | And  now,  I ask  whether  the  person  is  to  be  pre- 
then  should  be  brought  fresh  to  the  memory  of  the  sumed  guilty  of  these  charges,  and  whether  this 
members  of  this  house.  | house  is  to  inflict  the  punishment  upon  him  which, 

The  report  of  thatcommittee  was  not  finally  acted  the  resolution  says,  is  founded  upon  his  commission 
upon;  and  by  its  not  being  finally  acted  upon,  the  man  of  these  crimes.  That  article  of  the  constitution 
of  whom  I speak  escaped  all  punishment  from  the  | which  has  been  read  provides  that  “in  all  criminal 
house,  although  his  hands  were  reeking  with  the  blood  i prosecutions  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a 
of  murder — and  that,  too,  the  murder  of  an  associate  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury.”  Will 


brother  member  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Wise  here  interrupted  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams.  Ah!  Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order'! 

Mr.  Wise,  (addressing  the  speaker*,  said  lie  rose 
to  inquire  of  the  speaker  whether  his  (Mr.  W’s)  cha- 
racter or  conduct  was  involved  in  the  issue  before  the 
house,  and  whether  it  was  in  order  for  the  member 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  to  charge  him  with 
the  crime  of  murder,  and  with  being  stained  with  in- 
nocent blood?  A charge  made  by  a man  who  had— 
and  he  appealed  to  the  members  who  were  present 


the  gentleman  deny  me  the  right  of  that  impartial 
jury?  He  must  do  so  before  this  resolution  can  be 
passed?  He  must  deny  me  the  power  of  being  tried 
by  an  impartial  jury.  And  will  the  gentleman  say, 
that  if  1 am  to  be  tried  by  this  house  I shall  be  tried 
before  an  impartial  tribunal?  No;  he  has  too  much 
sense  and  candor  to  say  so.  He  himself  is  not  im- 
partial: the  very  draught  of  his  resolution  shows  it. 

I wish  to  speak  of  the  slave-holders  of  this  house 
and  of  the  union  with  respect.  There  are  three 
classes  of  persons  included  in  the  slave  interest  as 
representatives  here.  As  to  the  slaveholder,  I have 


at  the  time  to  confirm  the  statement— defended  him  j nothing  to  say  against  him,  except  that  if  I am  to  be 
(Mr.  W.)  from  the  charge  on  the  floor  at  the  time, 1 tried  by  him,  I shall  not  have  an  impartial  trial.  I 

and  not  upon  any  technical  grounds,  but  upon  the  merits  u:~  f r — — ’ ' ” 

And  who  had,  as  he  (Mr.  W.) 


of  his  case  and  conduct. 
was  informed,  by  one  of  his  (Mr.  A’s)  own  colleagues, 
defended  him  and  the  part  he  took  in  that  affair  be- 
fore thousands  of  people  in  Massachusetts,  in  prima- 
ry assemblage,  and  who  pledged  himself  to  the  truth 
of  his  defence;  and  yet  who  has  since,  from  personal 
revenge  for  subsequent  causes  of  hostility  to  him. 
(Mr.  W.)  again  and  again,  no  less  than  three  times, 
falsified  his  own  defence  and  reiterated  this  charge 
on  this  floor!  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  never  escaped  from 


challenge  him  for  partiality — for  prc-adjudication 
upon  this  question,  as  a question  of  contempt,  which 
I repeat,  is  the' only  charge  on  which  I can  be  made 
to  answer  here.  I say  he  is  not  impartial.  Every 
slaveholder  has  not  only  an  interest,  but  the  most 
sordid  of  all  interests — a personal,  pecuniary  inte- 
rest— which  will  govern  him.  I come  from  a por- 
tion of  the  country  where  slavery  is  known  only  by 
name;  I come  from  a soil  that  bears  not  the  foot  of 
a slave  upon  it.  I represent  here  the  descendants  of 
Bradford^  and  Winslow,  and  Carver,  and  Alden — the 
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first  who  alighted  on  the  rock  of  Plymouth.  And  am 
I,  the  representative  of  the  descendants  of  these  men 
— of  the  free  people  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
that  bears  not  a slave  upon  it — am  I to  come  here 
and  be  tried  for  high  treason  because  I presented  a 
petition — a petition — to  this  house,  and  because  the 
fancy  or  imagination  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky supposes  that  there  was  anti-slavery  or  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  it?  The  gentleman  charges 
me  with  subornation  of  perjury  and  of  high  trea- 
son, and  he  calls  upon  this  house,  as  a matter  of  mer- 
cy and  grace,  not  to  expel  me  for  these  crimes,  but  to 
inflict  upon  me  the  severest  censure  they  can;  and  to 
decide  upon  that,  there  are  one  hundred  members  of 
this  house  who  are  slaveholders.  Is  any  one  of  them 
impartial?  No.  I trust  they  will  not  consider  them- 
selves as  impartial  men;  I trust  that  many  of  them 
will  have  those  qaalms  of  conscience  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Accomac  (Mr.  Wise)  assigns  as  his  rea- 
son for  being  excused;  and  that  they  will  not  vote 
upon  a question  on  which  their  personal,  pecuniary, 
and  most  sordid  interests  are  at  stake. 

Mr.  Wise.  I never  avowed  any  such  reason.  The 
reason  is,  the  personal  loathing,  dread,  and  contempt 
I feel  for  the  man. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  had  proceeded 
in  his  remarks  without  interruption,  and  Mr.  C.  in- 
sisted that  the  same  right  should  be  secured  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams.) 

[Some  words  passed  between  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Calhoun,  of  which  nothing,  beyond  the  occompany- 
ing  gesticulations  on  the  part  of  the  former  gentle- 
man, is  known  to  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  I object  therefore,  to  the 
resolution,  in  lolo,  as  not  only  injurious  to  my  rights, 
to  the  rights  of  my  constituents,  and  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  all  the  free  people  of  the  United  States, 
but  because  those  who  are  to  decide  upon  it  are,  so 
far  as  they  are  slaveholders,  challengeable  if  they 
were  jurors.  They  are  not  the  judges  by  whom  I 
ought  to  be  judged;  and  they  ought,  every  one  of 
them,  to  exclude  himself — either  from  that  motive, 
or,  if  they  please,  the  motive  which  the  gentleman 
from  Accomac  assigns. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I will  not  multiply  words.  I simply 
say,  that  as  I cannot  be  tried  by  this  house  for  the 
crimes  alledged  as  the  motives  for  the  trial,  so  I pro- 
test against  any  decision  of  this  house.  I call  upon 
the  house  to  dismiss  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  as  one  upon  which  they  have  no 
power  whatever  to  act.  But,  as  I cannot  prevent 
the  action  of  the  members  of  the  house,  whom  I 
consider  partial,  and  therefore  disqualified  from  pro- 
nouncing on  my  offences,  I am  still  in  the  power  of 
the  majority.  If  they  say  they  will  try  me,  they 
must  try  me.  If  they  say  they  will  punish  me,  they 
must  punish  me.  If  they  say  that,  ingrace  and  mer- 
cy, they  wiil  spare  me  expulsion,  I disdain  and  cast 
their  mercy  away;  and  l ask  them  if  they  will  come 
to  such  a trial  and  expel  me.  I defy  them.  I have 
constituents  to  go  to  that  will  have  something  to  say 
if  this  house  expels  me.  Nor  will  it  be  long  before 
the  gentlemen  will  see  me  again. 

It  ^appears  to  me  to  be  so  clear  that  there  is  no 
right  in  this  house  to  try  and  punish  me,  or  to  shew 
me  that  mercy  or  grace  which  I disdain  to  receive  at 
their  hands,  that  argument  is  unnecessary.  But  if 
they  say  so,  I shall  then  require  the  application  of 
the  benefits  which  the  constitution  secures  to  persons 
tried  for  these  crimes  in  judicial  courts.  I shall 
then  claim  to  be  heard  in  my  defence  fully — without 
interruption — without  being  set  down  again,  as  I was 
on  a late  occasion,  after  the  house  had  promised  to 
hear  me,  precisely  at  the  moment  when  I was  com- 
ing to  the  most  pointed  proof  of  the  case  I sustain- 
ed. I hope  it  will  not  be  so.  I hope  that  if  I am  to 
be  tried  for  crimes,  and  to  have  the  tender  of  the 
contemptible  mercy  of  the  house,  I hope,  I say,  that 
it  will  be  done  inform;  that  a day  will  be  assigned 
when  I shall  have  the  opportunity  of  defending  my- 
self; when  I shall  have  the  opportunity  of  collecting 
a few  of  those  documents  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Accomac  has  been  making  a file  and  bundle, 
that  he  might  expectorate  his  bile  upon  me. 

Here  Mr.  Adams  concluded. 

A conversation  followed  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
the  speaker  in  relation  to  the  form  in  which  the  ques- 
tion on  the  point  of  order  should  be  put  to  the  house; 
when,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  speaker,  Mr.  A.  con- 
sented that  it  should  be  put  in  the  form  of  considera- 
tion, to  wit:  “Will  the  house  consider  the  resolution?” 
[And  this  question  the  speaker  said  was  not  deba- 
table.] 

Mr.  Marshall  (who  vims  indistinctly  heard  at  the 
reporter’s  desk  from  tne  position  he  occupied)  said 
he  wished  to  offer  a very  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 

Adams).  There  were  two  points  to  be  considered 

one  a matter  of  law,  and  the  other  a matter  of  fact. 


j The  gentleman  had  assumed,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  (Mr.  M.)  as  a substitute 
for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gilmer) 
charged  him  (Mr.  A.)  with  subornation  of  perjury 
and  high  treason,  and  that  the  censure  of  this  house 
was  invoked  against  him  for  these  two  offences.  A 
very  superficial  examination  of  this  resolution  would 
satisfy  every  gentleman,  he  (Mr.  M.)  thought,  that 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  the  fact.  He  (Mr. 
A.)  was  not  charged  with  subornation  of  perjury 
or  high  treason,  and  in  point  of  fact  was  not  put  on 
trial  on  either  of  these  charges.  It  was  charged  that 
a proposition 

“To  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  dissolve 
the  organic  laws  framed  by  their  constituents,  and 
to  support  which  they  are  commanded  by  those  con- 
stituents, to  be  sworn  before  they  can  enter  upon  the 
execution  of  the  political  powers  created  by  it  and 
entrusted  to  them,  is  a high  breach  of  privilege,  a 
contempt  offered  to  this  house,  a direct  proposition 
to  the  legislature,  and  each  member  of  it,  to  commit 
perjury,  and  involving  necessarily  in  its  execution  and 
its  consequences  the  destruction  of  our  country  and 
the  crime  of  high  treason.” 

Now  this  petition  was  not  drawn  by  the  gentleman, 
and  he  was  not  charged  for  it. 

Mr.  Adams.  Why  am  I to  be  punished  for  it? 

Mr.  Marshall.  Because,  as  a member  of  this  house, 
the  gentleman  had  permitted  himself  to  be  used  as  a 
vehicle  by  which  a petition  involving  within  itself 
the  proposition  here  set  forth  was  offered  to  the  re- 
presentative  body  of  the  nation;  and  the  charge 
against  the  gentleman  of  offence  against  the  privileges 
of  this  body,  for  which  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  ventured  to 
arraign  him,  was  not  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  peti- 
tioned for  this  object,  or  sanctioned  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  because  the  journal  showed  that  he  had  at 
the  same  time  moved  instructions  against  the  prayer 
of  the  petition.  The  gist  of  the  charge  was  high 
treason  itself,  but  that  it  would  involve  in  its  execu- 
tion, if  carried  into  effect,  the  consequences  of  high 
treason.  That  was  the  charge — that  the  gentleman 
had  made  himself  the  vehicle  by  which  a propo- 
sition so  base  was  to  be  laid  before  this  honorable 
body.  This  was  a fair  statement  of  the  fact.  The 
resolve 

Mr.  Adams.  What  is  the  word  “therefore?” 

Mr.  Marshall  again  read  from  the  resolution: 

“ Resolved . therefore,  That  the  honorable  John  Quincy 
Adams,  member  from  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  a petition  praying  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
union,  has  offeried  the  deepest  indignity  to  the  house  of 
which  he  is  a member,  an  insult  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  of  which  that  house  is  the  legislative  organ, 
and  will,  if  this  outrage  be  pennitted  to  pass  unre- 
buked and  unpunished,  have  disgraced  his  country, 
through  their  representatives,  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world.” 

That  was  the  charge,  (continued  Mr.  M.)  So  far 
then  for  the  fact.  The  gentleman  had  charged  him 
with  charging  him  (M.  A.)  with  high  treason.  There 
was  no  such  charge  there. 

Mr.  Adams.  It  is  involved  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Marshall.  God  knows  in  what  crime  the  gen- 
tleman may  involve  himself  before  he  gets  through 
this  matter.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  only  charged  with 
making  himself  the  vehicle  for  the  presentation  of 
this,  and  therefore  with  being  liable  to  the  contempt 
of  this  house.  But  even  if  it  was,  and  the  gentle- 
man was  charged  with  it:  suppose  the  gentleman 
had  offered  a petition  of  his  own  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  dissolve  this  union,  and  had  really- 
made  himself  guilty  of  the  same  offence  that  the  pe- 
titioners were  guilty  of,  did  it  follow  that  in  a ques- 
tion of  privilege  before  this  house,  they  would  be 
entitled  to  inflict  on  him  the  punishment  the  law  had 
established  for  this  crime  if  he  was  found  guilty  of 
high  treason?  Was  the  inquiry  made  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  him  with  punishment  under  the  rules  of 
this  house,  or  with  trying  him  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
flicting the  penalty  of  the  law. 

If  a member  of  this  house  should  in  the  rotundo 
murder  one  of  his  fellow-members,  because  murder 
is  tried  by  the  Jaw  of  the  land,  could  not  this  house, 
so  far  as  its  laws  extended,  expel  or  censure  the 
member  under  their  rules?  If  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  was  correct,  the  surest  way  of  escaping 
censure  or  punishment  before  this  house  was  to  be 
guilty  of  some  crime  worthy  of  death.  He  denied 
the  matter  of  law.  If  a member  of  this  house  bore 
arms  against  the  United  States,  he  was  guilty  of  high 
treason;  and  if  the  fact  were  known  to  this  house, 
did  it  follow  as  a matter  of  law,  because  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  would  punish  him,  that  there- 
fore this  house  could  not  censure  or  expel  him?  He 
thought  not.  The  house  had  the  right  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  to  inflict  punishment  according  to  the 
law  of  parliament,  of  which  they  were  the  judges, 
and  sole  judges 


Then,  if  he  had  not  read  his  law  utterly  in  vain, 
there  was,  first,  nothing  in  the  article  to  which  the 
gentleman  had  referred  which  would  protect  him, 
even  if  the  charge  were  made,  from  the  punishment 
of  this  house;  and,  second,  he  would  find  that  there 
was  neither  in  the  preamble  nor  resolutions  a charge 
of  this  kind.  The  preamble  was  simply  a statement 
of  the  petition  itself,  and  a declaration  that  it  did 
invite  the  house  to  perjury.  And  did  it  not?  Where, 
forsooth,  did  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
learn  his  law?  Not  from  his  father,  he  was  sure. 
These  were  doctrines  that  not  only  his  (Mr.  M’s)  uncle, 
but  the  gentleman’s  father,  never  taught.  A petition 
to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  to  dissolve  the 
union,  and  they  sworn  to  support  it!  A repeal  of  the 
organic  law  of  the  land!  If  John  Marshall  or  the 
Elder  Adams  ever  thought  the  constitution  of  the 
land  could  be  repealed  by  an  act  of  congress,  he 
had  never  found  it  in  their  writing;  if  so,  his  respect 
for  both  the  gentlemen  would  be  most  essentially  les- 
sened. 

He  would  go  into  more  of  this  hereafter.  He  had 
risen  merely  to  the  point  of  order  made  to  the  house, 
and  to  the  question  whether  the  house  had  a right  to 
entertain  such  a resolution?  He  thought  there  was 
not  the  most  remote  shadow  of  a doubt  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  then  referred  to  the  case  of  John  Smith, 
relative  to  his  trial  and  expulsion  from  congress  in 
1807,  and  stated  some  of  the  facts  connected  there- 
with. He  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  know  whether  the  facts  were  true  or  not. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  to- 
gether with  other  members  of  this  house,  who  had 
taken  their  pleasure  to  accumulate  themselves  on 
him,  and  ruin  him  if  they  could,  it  seemed  were  not 
sufficient  from  their  own  knowledge  of  law  to  meet 
him,  but  they,  must  receive  little  dirty  pimping  notes 
from  A,  B,  and  C,  to  assist  them  in  argument.  He 
presumed  that  the.  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was 
conscious  that,  without  referring  to  this  argument  of 
his  (Mr.  A’s)  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  he  could 
do  nothing.  He  wished  every  member  of  this  house 
would  read  this  case,  and  the  reply;  and  they  would 
there  find  that  this  statement  was  a falsification  from 
beginning  to  end.  He  then  gave  at  some  length 
the  details  of  the  history  of  this  case,  and  said  he 
was  willing  that  this  precedent  should  be  taken  and 
acted  on;  but  was  not  willing  to  hear  it  stated  that 
John  Smith  was  expelled,  and  that  through  his  (Mr. ' 
A’s)  influence. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  moved  to  lay  The  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  by  several  members, 
and  being  ordered,  were  taken,  and  resulted  in  yeas 
90  nays  100. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Arnold  appealed  to  Mr.  Adams  to  withdaw  his 
question  of  consideration,  to  allow  him  an  opportuni- 
ty to  address  the  house. 

Mr.  Profit  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
prevailing — the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  27.  Mr.  Bolts  having  requested 
that  Mr.  Adams  would  withdraw  his  question  of  con- 
sideration in  order  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  might  make  his 
remarks  on  the  main  question,  the  speaker  enquired 
of  Mr.  A.  whether  he  withdrew  the  question. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  was  desirous  of  making 
the  question  of  consideration,  from  conscientious  con- 
viction that  the  house  had  no  right  to  try  him.  It 
was  a proceeding  against  which  he  must  protest  as 
depriving  him  of  this  right,  and  for  that  reason  he 
had  been  willing,  when  the  motion  was  made  yester- 
day to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  it  should 
prevail,  in  order  to  finish  this  unprofitable,  this  worse 
than  unprofitable  debate,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Undenoood)  had  denominated  it,  and 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  sure  could  not  be  more  pain- 
ful to  any  member  than  himself.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was 
desirous,  if  possible,  to  dismiss  the  subject;  and,  as 
to  the  five  hours’  invective,  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  had  indulged  personally 
against  him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  content  to  let  it  pass, 
without  making  any  remark  whatsoever.  He  wished, 
therefore,  that  the  subject  should  be  dismissed,  be- 
cause, if  taken  into  consideration,  a debate  of  at  least 
three  weeks  would  follow,  and  the  most  important 
business  of  the  country  would,  during  that  time,  be 
set  aside. 

The  speaker  here  intimated  to  Mr.  Adams  that  if 
the  gentleman  withdrew  his  motion,  the  speaker  would 
feel  compelled  to  give  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Underwood),  if  he  desired  it, 
who  had  risen  to  a point  of  order  before  the  point 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Adams.  I did  not  intend  to  withdraw  my  pro- 
position. I cannot  withdraw  it,  because  the  house 
has  no  power  to  try  me.  I protest  against  it,  because 
I believe,  as  I have  said,  that  if  once  broached,  a de- 
bate of  three  weeks  is  inevitable.  So  faras  I am  per- 
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sonally  concerned,  or  so  far  as  concerns  the  cause 
for  which  I am  to  suffer,  if  at  all,  I have  no  desire 
for  concealment;  on  the  contrary,  I am  desirous  to 
give  to  the  house  and  the  nation  all  my  thoughts. 
But  this  is  not  the  time — this  is  not  the  place.  I have 
an  account  to  settle  with  my  constituents — and  1 call 
upon  them  here  to  attend  to  every  act  of  this  house, 
as  well  as  mine,  on  this  subject.  ' I shall  prefer  going 
directly  to  them — 

The  speaker,  interrupting  Mr.  A.  here  remarked 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  aware 
that  this  question  of  consideration  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  didams.  Well — I cannot  withdraw  the  question 
of  consideration.  If  the  house  choose  to  consider  the 
resolution,  let  it  be  their  act.  All  the  consequences 
that  may  follow  shall  be  the  act  of  the  house.  Let 
them  be  charged  to  the  house,  not  to  me.  I will  not 
be  accessary  in  arresting  the  action  of  this  house 
upon  the  public  business  at  this  time. 

Some  confusion  ensued  in  distinguishing  now  the 
question  before  the  house,  and  by  yeas  1 IS,  nays  75, 
some  of  the  members  having  changed  their  votes  in 
consequence  of  not  apprehending  the  question  as  un- 
derstood by  the  speaker,  it  was  decided  to  consider 
now  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Marshall. 

The  sjteaktr  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Underwood. 

But  Mr.  Mams  rose  and  demanded  the  benefits  of 
the  sixth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  said  article  is  in  the 
following  words: 

“In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  state  and  district  wherein  the 
crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  districtshall 
have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation; 
to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him;  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in 
his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for 
his  defence.” 

And  Mr.  A.  desired  that  the  motion  might  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  address- 
ed the  house  at  considerable  length.  Mr.  U.  instanc- 
ed cases  to  shew  that  efforts  made  by  this  house  to 
punish  members  for  any  infractions  were  all  gener- 
ally ineffectual.  He  had  objected  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  house  in  the  Graves  and  Cilley  affair — and  he 
would  prove  that  it  was  a palpable  violation  oi  the 
constitution  for  this  house  to  undertake  to  go  before 
the  civil  authorities  in  taking  cognizance  of  crimes 
committed  by  its  members,  "if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  been  guilty  of  the  crimes  alleged 
in  the  resolution,  this  is  not  the  tribunal  before  which 
he  ought  to  be  arraigned — were  it  otherwise,  I object 
to  the  course  proposed.  To  my  mind,  it  is  w-orse 
than  bathos  to  say  that,  whereas  a member  of  this 
house  has  been  guilty  of  “treason  and  subornation 
of  perjury,”  therefore  you  will  censure  him  ! 

Mr.  Marshall  here  interposed,  and  asked  if  the  re- 
solution charged  these  crimes?  He  denied  they  did. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  these  crimes  were  implied  in 
the  very  act  ot  presentation  of  the  petition,  and  that 
if  the  resolution  was  considered,  they  were  called 
upon  to  inflict  censure,  mere  censure,  in  a case  which 
called  for  the  severest  punishment. 

Mr.  U.  passed  on  to  the  subject  of  petition.  Every 
one  knows,  said  Mr.  Undenoood  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  is  ultra,  and  more  than  ultra  in  his 
views  of  the  right  of  petition.  My  doctrine  is,  that 
there  exists  no  right  to  petition,  where  there  exists 
no  authority  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  I 
have  voted  against  the  21st  rule,  because  by  that 
rule  you  exclude  petitioners  who  have  a right  to  be 
heard,  as  well  as  those  who  have  not.  A thinking 
people  will  riot  tolerate  the  existence  of  any  rule 
that  conflicts  with  their  just  rights. 

As  a slaveholder  1 have  differed  from  my  brethren 
on  this  floor  in  reference  to  the  whole  gag  proceeding. 
1 wish  the  question  discussed — discussed  to  the  heart’s 
content  of  all  who  choose  to  discuss  it;  and  let  me 
say  to  my  friends,  and  brethren  of  the  south,  that  if 
we  cannot  bear  the  discussion  of  this  question,  we 
are  already  gone — gone  beyond  all  hope  of  redemp- 
tion. 

He  said,  in  reference  to  all  these  rules,  denominat- 
ed gag-rules,  “away  with  them.”  They,  (the  south), 
were  the  weaker  portion,  were  in  the  minority.  The 
north  could  do  what  they  pleased  with  them;  they 
could  adopt  their  own  measures.  All  he  asked  was, 
that  that  they  would  let  them,  (the  south),  know 
what  those  measures  were— that  they  would  show 
their  hand;  and  when  he  and  his  constituents  knew 
precisely  what  was  intended,  then  they  would  be 
prepared  to  take  the  ultimate  steps  which  became 
them  as  men.  What  then  did  the  rules  do?  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  the  other  day, 
notwithstanding  the  rules,  had  taken  up  abolition 


papers,  and  read  one  after  another  to  show  the  va- 
rious abolition  movements. 

Mr.  Wise  begged  the  gentleman  would  do  him  jus- 
tice, while  making  these  remarks,  and  himself  dis- 
cussing the  21st  rule  on  the  subject  of  slavery  as 
much  as  he,  (Mr.  W.)  had  done,  to  say  that  he,  (Mr. 
W.)  did  all  in  his  power  in  every  form  to  keep  off 
that  discussion.  After  it  began,  and  he  was  attack- 
ed personally,  he  was  obliged  to  discuss  this  subject; 
and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  blame  him 
for  doing  what  he  was  compelled  to  do  against  his 
own  will. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  he  had  not  censured  the  gen- 
tleman; far  from  it.  He  had  no  objections  to  his  dis- 
cussing it  fully,  and  to  northern  men  talking  in  the 
same  way.  His  policy  had  been  to  ascertain  what 
northern  men  intended.  Let  them  all  discuss  as 
much  as  they  pleased  on  this  particular  topic.  They 
had  attempted,  by  the  21st  rule,  to  suppress  debate  on 
this  subject;  and  that  attempt  at  suppression,  in  fail- 
ing to  show  who  had  the  right  to  petition  and  who 
had  not,  had  been  the  source  of  all  agitation,  alarm 
and  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  people  he  repre- 
sented. He  wanted  this  thing  done  away  with. 

One  thing,  he  very  well  knew,  that  the  state  in 
part  he  represented  had  a deeper  stake  in  this  matter 
than  any  other  except  Maryland  and  a small  portion 
of  Virginia.  Separate  the  union,  and  slavery  was 
done  in  Kentucky,  Maryland,  and  a large  portion  of 
Virginia.  It  had  been  a common  practice  for  southern 
men  to  say,  “touch  this  subject  apd  we  will  dissolve 
the  union.”  Their  remedy  was  the  destruction  of 
the  thing  they  wished  to  save.  He  believed  however 
that  the  people  of  the  north  and  south  were  pas- 
sionately fond  of  the  union. 

How  could  those  people  who  fought  together  for 
their  independence,  for  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  the  union,  kindred  as  they  were,  and  en- 
deared to  each  other,  how  could  they  bring  them- 
selves to  split  from  each  other;  and  in  cases  that 
might  occur,  how  could  the  people  of  Ohio  fold  their 
arms  and  stand  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Ohio 
river,  as  a boundary  between  the  two  divisions  of  the 
union,  and  do  nothing  to  save  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky from  their  doom?  It  was  impossibfb.  God 
never  intended  that  this  separation  should  take  place; 
and  all  the  fury,  madness,  aud,  he  might  say,  crime, 
in  any  portion  of  the  union,  could  not  so  far  get  the 
better  of  the  good  sense  of  this  people  as  to  allow 
this  state  of  things  to  come  to  pass.  It  could  not  be, 
and  a northern  man  before  him  said  it  should  not  be. 
He  thanked  him  for  the  sentiment.  He  wanted  to 
say  to  abolitionists  on  this  floor  that  the  doctrine  of 
their  creed,  so  far  as  he  understood  them,  was  this, 
that  nothing  would  satisfy  them  short  of  emancipat- 
ing their  slaves  and  placing  them  them  on  an  equality 
with  themselves  in  regard  to  religious  and  moral 
rights.  He  would  appeal  to  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Gid- 
dings ),  before  him  if  this  was  not  their  doctrine. 

Mr.  Giddings  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  re- 
spond to  the  feelings  which  the  honorable  member 
had  expressed.  To  all  those  sentiments  which  he 
had  uttered  he  responded  from  his  inmost  heart.  He 
would  also  say  that  he  was  an  abolitionist  to  the  full 
extent  in  which  he  understood  that  term.  That  he 
had  conversed  with  hundreds,  and  perhaps  he  might 
say  thousands,  but  he  had  never  heard  one  intimate 
any  intention  or  wish  to  interfere  politically  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  Kentucky  or  any  other  state. 
They  claim  no  such  right;  nor  do  they  ask  any  such 
privilege.  Gentlemen  may  consider  him  as  speaking 
ex  cathedra  if  they  choose.  He  would  then  say  that 
all  imputations  and  charges  of  their  desire  to  do  so, 
were,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  unfounded.  On  the 
contrary,  they  ask  to  be  relieved  from  such  interfer- 
ence and  taxation  for  the  support  of  slavery.  They 
ask  that  it  should  not  interfere  with  them.  Let  us 
cease  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  free  states  for ; 
the  support  of  slavery:  Let  congress  cease  to  in-  j 

volve  the  free  states  in  the  disgrace  or  support  of  that 
institution,  and  they  will  de  satisfied  as  to  political 
action. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  happy  to  hear  the  gentleman  i 
say  that  Kentucky  should  not  suffer  under  any  emer- 
gency, and  that  he  (Mr.  G.)  would  stand  by  her  as 
long  as  Mr.  U.  would  standby  Ohio.  There  was 
one  little  qualification  in  the  concluding  sentence  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  which  he  did  not  thorough- 
ly explain:  that  he  wanted  to  be  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion and  to  be  delivered  from  all  connexion  with  the 
institution  of  slavery.  The  time  might  come — he 
hoped  never  to  see  it — when  his  northern  brethren 
would  have  to  be  taxed  a little  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution,  and  not  only  taxed,  but  have  to  march 
too;  and  if  it  is  to  be  delivered  from  this  march  and 
taxes.  My  friend  (Mr.  Giddings)  says  “no.”  1 hope 

he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  explain- 

[Cries  of  “now,”  “now.”] 

Mr.  J.  Campbell  objected,  and  Mr.  Giddings,  was 
not  allowed  to  explain. 
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Mr.  Underwood  said  he  would  then  go  on  and  bring 
his  remarks  to  a close.  He  repeated  again  that  as 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Giddings)  had  said  to  him  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  refuse  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  march 
when  necessary — having  said  that,  when  his  future 
explanation  came,  there  might  be  nothing  so  oflen- 
sive  in  his  course  as  this  term  carried  the  idea  of. — 
He  (Mr.  U.)  was  one  of  those  who  had  never  been 
governed  by  names;  things,  deeds,  actions  were  all. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  stand  by  him  in 
action,  that  was  all  he  wanted. 

But  he  had  risen  to  remark  to  that  class,  if  there 
were  any  such  here,  whose  intention  it  was  to  put  the 
negro  on  the  same  political  level  with  the  white  man 
— to  tell  the  abolitionist,  whoever  he  might  be,  you 
are  attempting  an  utter  impossibility;  that  never,  as 
long  as  this  world  stood,  did  they  intend  to  consent 
to  any  such  thing.  If  they  designed  this,  they  were 
attempting  an  impossibility.  It  was  a death  struggle 
for  them  south. 

They  (the  north)  had  the  power,  and  he  wanted 
them  to  show  their  hand,  so  that  he  could  understand 
them,  and  to  show  his  constituents  what  they  intended. 

The  constitution  of  the  country  had  defined  trea- 
son, that  it  should  consist  only  in  levying  war  against 
the  United  States,  or  adhering  to  its  enemies  and  giv- 
ing them  aid  and  countenance.  What  was  the  rea- 
son that  it  was  put  into  the  constitution  itself?  To 
get  clear  of  this  undefined  definition,  that  looseness 
of  construction  which  prevailed  in  the  old  country, 
and  by  which  many  men  innocently  were  sent  to  the 
gallows.  That  was  the  object  of  'this  glorious  con- 
stitution in  giving  the  definition  of  treason.  It  was 
to  consist  in  overt  acts,  and  these  to  be  proved  by  two 
witnesses. 

He  would  attempt  to  show  that  this  proceeding 
against  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  to 
punish  him  for  an  imputed  motive,  and  when  he  had 
done  that,  he  would  conclude  his  remarks.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  an  invitation  to  treason;  it  was 
not  treason,  but  a mere  invitation  to  treason. 

What  had  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  been 
guilty  of?  Had  he  invited  them  according  to  the  pe- 
tition to  be  guilty  of  treason?  How  did  this  turpitude 
attach  to  the  gentleman  ? Had  he  sanctioned  the 
petition  ? How  could  they  tell  whether  his  motive 
was  really  agitation  and  mischief?  They  could  not 
tell,  unless  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  omniscience  to 
dive  into  the  inmost  recessesof  his  soul  and  discover 
what  motive  actuated  him.  How  could  they  tell  that 
he  was  influenced  by  base,  improper,  and  treasonable 
motives?  In  attempting  to  decide  it  they  were  arro- 
gating to  thomselves  the  power  of  omniscience. 

He  would  close  with  a remark  as  to  the  conse- 
quence of  this  proceeding,  if  it  was  carried  out.  The 
people  of  this  country,  in  framing  this  glorious  con- 
stitution, had  exempted  them  from  being  brought  in 
question  elsewhere  than  on  this  floor  for  any  thing 
they  might  say  here.  Their  object  was  to  secure  the 
most  unbounded  liberty  of  speech  and  action;  but  they 
had  imposed  on  them  a limit.  They  had  said  con- 
gress should  pass  rules,  and  for  a breach  of  those  rules 
Ihey  might  expel  a member  by  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds.  But  this  was  for  violating  the  rules,  and  not 
for  the  mode  of  action  which  a man  might  conscien- 
tiously take  here. 

What  was  their  action?  Was  it  to  get  at  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  for  violating  the  rules  of 
order?  He  simply  rose  in  his  place  and  presented  a 
petition.  Was  it  a disorderly  proceeding,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution?  No.  What,  then,  were 
they  attempting?  It  was  to  punish  the  gentleman 
under  the  declaration  he  had  made,  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  conceived  himself  bound,  and  in  duty 
bound,  to  represent  a portion  of  the  people  of  Mas- 
sachusetts— erroneously  as  he  (Mr.  U.)  thought.  But 
could  they  punish  him  for  that  motive?  And  suppose 
that  they  did  it;  they  had  already  excited  a consider- 
able spirit  of  hostility  by  the  21st  rule,  judging  from 
the  petitions  sent  here.  Now,  in  addition  to  that,  if 
they  inflicted  punishment  upon  this  man,  who  would 
go  home  and  tell  his  constituents  that  he  had  consid- 
ered the  liberty  of  petition  co-extensive  with  that  of 
speech,  and  he  had  thrown  in  every  thing  that  had 
been  forwarded  to  him,  for  which  he  had  received 
this  treatment  at  their  hands,  what  would  they  say? 
“If  he,  their  representative,  was  compelled  to  asso- 
ciate with  such  men,  they  would  cut  loose  the  bonds 
of  the  union.”  He  told  them  to  beware  how  they 
put  into  the  power  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts to  go  home  and  tell  his  constituents  that  he  was 
a martyr  to  the  right  of  petition.  He  said  to  his 
southern  friends,  beware  how  you  do  it?  It  seemed 
to  him  that  no  good  could  come  out  of  it,  and  from  the 
bottom  of  his  soul  he  believed  great  harm  would  re- 
sult. He,  therefore,  appealed  to  them  to  abstain 
from  it. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Jlrnold 
and  others.  The  house,  at  seven  o’clock,  adjourned. 
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B ank  topics. — The  Gerard  bank  at  Philadelphia 
having  failed  two  weeks  since,  the  solvency  of  the 
hank  of  Pennsylvania  became  suspected  and  a run 
•was  made  upon  it  last  week,  which  resulted  in  an  in- 
junction by  governor  Porter.  Their  branch  at  Har- 
risburg is  also  closed.  The  Philadelphia  Chronicle 
says  “governor  Porter,  who  had  visited  the  city  for 
the  express  purpose  of  insuring  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  state  debt,  due  to-day,  yesterday  morn- 
ing caused  an  injunction  to  be  issued  against  the 
Pennsylvania  bank,  compelling  it  to  close  its  doors, 
and  suspend  all  kinds  of  business  for  the  present,  as 
Job  Mann,  esq.,  state  treasurer,  made  affidavit  setting 
forth  that  about  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
government  money  was  deposited  with  that  institu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  paying  said  interest.” 

This  bank  as  the  agent  of  the  state,  and  had  pro- 
vided funds  to  the  amount  of  $900, 000  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  due  the  state  on  the  1st  inst. — 
One  half  of  which  they  used  endeavoring  to  sustain 
the  bank — and  the  interest  remained  unpaid. 

The  other  banks  of  Philadelphia  have  adopted  a 
kind  of  safely  /iwukproject,  and  are  about  to  issue  new 
notes  upon  that  basis.  Meantime  a bill  has  passed 
the  house  of  representatives  at  Harrisburg  by  a vote 
of  75  to  15  requiring  the  banks  of  the  state  to  resume 
snecie  payments  without  delay,  and  it  is  said  it  will 
pass  the  senate  also. 

New  Jersey  Banks.  Of  25  banks  in  the  state,  15 
already  pay  specie.  The  10  suspended  are  connect- 
ed in  business  with  Philadelphia.  The  suspended 
banks  had  in  Jan.  1841,  a circulation  of  $1,332,931, 
and  specie  $201,332;  in  Jan.  1842,  they  have  in  cir- 
culation $856,242,  in  specie  $265,579.  The  specie 
paying  banks  had  in  Jan.  1841  in  circulation  $538,107, 
in  specie  $231,163;  and  in  Jan.  1842  in  circulation 
$732,901,  and  in  specie  §295,709.  Aggregate  capi- 
tal of  suspended  banks  is  $1,351,028,  of  specie  banks 
is  $2,472,805. 

New  York  banks.  The  bank  commissioners  of  N. 
York  on  Jan.  26,  made  their  annual  report  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state  be  condition  of  the  banks  on  the  1st 
of  January  .st-.i  t . Prom  the  tables  accompanying  that 
report  we  ex'rect.  (soy?  the  Yew  York  Commercial  Ad- 


vertiser) the  tb 

Aggregate  a o . : 1 f it 

culatiun  and  dtpos;  vs  i:. 
state  being  90  in  number: 
Loans  and  discounts 
Specie 
Circulation 
Deposites 


- items: 

- and  discounts,  specie,  cir- 
the  charteied  banks  in  the 

$49  611.251 
4,765  523 
12,372,764 

14,620,865 

A»°regate  amount  of  loans  and  discounts,  specie,  cir- 
culation and  deposites  in  43  banks,  under  the  general 
law,  being  all  that  have  made  returns  to  the  commission- 
ers: 

Loans  and  discounts  $7,306,9*25 

Specie  686,170 

Circulation  2,187.229 

Deposites  2,808,338 

Total  of  all  the  banks  embraced  in  the  report: 

Loans  and  discounts  $56,918,176 

Specie  5,471,604 

Circulation  14.559,993 

Depostes  17,429,253 

Aggregate  amount  of  loans  and  discounts,  specie,  cir- 
culation and  deposites  in  25  chartered  and  free  banks  in 
the  cities  of  New  VoT:  and  Brooklyn: 

Loans  and  discounts  $32,1S3,026 

Specie  4.395  095 

Circulation  5,523,275 

Deposites  _ 13,278,464 

Amount  of  funds  on  deposits  in  New  York  and  Albany 
to  the  credit  of  the  country  banks  $3,427,512 

It  is  believed  that  there  has  been  a considerable  reduc- 
tion in  the  circulation  since  the  1st  instant,  and  it  is  un- 
derstood that  there  has  been  considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  specie  in  :he  city  of  New  York  during  the 
same  period. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  loans,  discounts,  specie  cir- 
culation and  deposites  of  all  the  chartered  banks  in  the 
state,  is  $81,390,403;  of  the  free  banks  under  the  genera! 
banking  law,  43  in  number  the  amount  is  $12,988,712. 
The  aggregate  amount  of  the  banks,  in  t Ire  city  of  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  including  as  above  25  in  number 
$55,384,834,  of  which  ©4,395,069  is  specie.  This  report, 
however,  only  comes  down  to  the  1st  inst.  and  since  that 
time  there  has  been  considerable  increase  in  the  amount 
of  specie  in  that  city.  The  amount  of  funds  on  deposite 
in  Albany  and  New  York  to  the  credit  of  the  country 
banks  is  ©3,4::  .412. 

The  State  Bank  of  Illinois  announces  its  readiness  to 
join  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Kentucky, 
in  resumption,  on  the  1st  of  August  next. 

Ohio  Bunks.  The  official  statement  of  the  banks  of 
Ohio  give  the  following  results: 

Circulation,  ©4,568.511 

Specie,  1.018.611 

Notes  of  banks,  1,146,737 

Deposites,  3,879,64' 


hfjfthigan  and  her  hanks.  Iris  stated  in  the  northern 
papers  that  the  repeal  of  the  suspension  law  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Michigan  has  forced  the  Bank  of  Michigan  to 
make  an  assignment  of  its  effects. 

JVetu  York.  The  reports  of  the  canal  and  bank 
commissioners  were  presented  on  Jan.  27.  The  total 
amount  of  contracts  on  all  the  canals,  for  work  finish- 
ed and  unfinished,  is  $20,126,878,  on  which  there  has 
been  paid  up  to  Jan.  1842,  $15,624,257,  leaving  bal- 
ance of  $5,102,621.  Of  this  balance  the  work  done  is 
$478,236,  and  the  work  yet  to  be  done  $4,624,385. — 
The  total  amount  of  all  contracts  for  enlarging  the 
Erie  Canal  is  $13,769,550,  of  which  was  made  by 
the  former  commissioners,  $12,688,513,  by  the  pre- 
sent, $1,081,037.  Of  the  whole  sum,  $8,686,342  have 
been  paid  since  Oct.  1S38,  and  before  that  time  only 
$1,884,537,  leaving  a balance  unpaid  of  $3,198,769. 
The  number  of  boats  which  have  passed  the  lock 
near  Schenectady  during  the  past  year  was  30,320, 
being  3,333  more  than  any  other  year.  The  tolls 
during  the  last  season  where,  as  has  been  stated  be- 
fore, $2,034,882. 

Gen.  Briscoe  G.  Baldwin,  of  Staunton,  was  on  Fri- 
day elected  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia,  af- 
ter fourteen  ballotings.  Gen.  B.  is  now  a delegate  from 
Augusta. 

British  steam  packets.  The  Forth  and  Solway 
belonging  to  the  West  India  line  of  14  steamers  star- 
ted from  Southampton,  England,  on  the  17th  and  18th 
Dec.  and  also  the  Tweed  and  Clyde  bound  to  differ- 
ent islands  and  ports  of  our  continent.  Forty-nine 
distinct  ports  are  designated  as  places  to  which  mails 
may  be  directly  forwarded,  and  landed  by  the  steam- 
ers. There  will  be  a steam  packet  twice  a month 
from  Havana  to  Halifax,  calling  and  delivering  let- 
ters at  Savannah,  Charleston  and  New  York;  and  so 
arranged  as  to  meet  with  the  Cunard  line  from  Bos- 
ton to  Halifax,  and  returning  to  Havana,  will  convey 
letters  to  all  ports  of  the  West  Indies,  South  Ameri- 
ca, &c.  The  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  21st  an- 
nounce the  arrival  of  the  Forth  at  the  Balize  with  6 
days  later  European  news  than  had  then  been  receiv- 
ed at  New  York.  The  Solway  has  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoes. 

% 

Croton  aqueduct.  The  great  work,  by  which 
copious  supplies  of  pure,  fresh  water  are  to  be  pour- 
ed into  the  city  of  New  York,  is  expected  to  be  fin- 
ished by  the  4th  of  July  next.  The  expenditures  on 
the  aqueduct  during  the  past  year  have  been  $1,118,- 
843  44.  The  total  amount  expended  thus  far  is 
$7,107,463  03.  The  sum  yet  required  to  complete 
the  work  to  Murray  hill  is  estimated  at  $1,528,894 
55. 

The  comptroller  of  the  city  advertises  for  a loarr  of 
$900,000,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  Croton 
water  by  the  4th  July  next.  The  loan  is  payable  in 
10  or  15  years,  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  and  is 
to  bear  an  interest  of  7 per  cent. 

Deaths.  In  Philadelphia  during  the  past  week  there 
were  111  deaths;  of  which  36  were  under  two  years  of 
age — 11  died  of  consumption  and  12  of  small  pox. 

We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  announce  the  sudden  death 
this  morning,  from  an  affection  of  the  heart,  of  colonel 
Alexanders.  Cummings,  colonel  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
United  States  infantry. 

Col.  Cummings  was  one  of  the  oldest  officers  of  the 
service. 

He  entered  the  army  in  1S06,  as  an  officer  of  dragoons, 
soon  passed  into  the  infantry,  served  with  credit  in  the 
last  war  and  has  lived  and  died  enjoying  the  respect  and 
affection  of  his  brother  soldiers.  " [N.  Y.  Amor. 


Discounts, 


Election  in  Georgia.  The  governor  has  issued  his 
proclamation,  declaring  the  election  of  Messrs.  Cooper, 
Colquitt  and  Black.  The  following  is  the  complete  re- 
turn, except  ihe  county  of  Glynn,  in  which  no  legal  elec- 
tion was  held: 

Black  31,872  Dougherty  30,668 

Colquitt  32,199  Gilmer  30  410 

Cooper  _ 32,425  Wright  30,336 

The  majority  of  Mr.  Cooper  over  Judge  Dougherty 
(the  highest  on  each  ticket)  is  1,757  and  Mr.  Black,  (the 
lowest  on  the  ticket)  1,204  over  judge  D. 

Fire  arms.  The  average  number  of  small  firearms 
manufactured  at  Harper’s  Ferry  and  Springfield  annual- 
ly, for  the  last  ten  years  is— 25,075  muskets,  and  2,423 
rifles  and  carbines. 

Hogs.  There  were  thirty-five  thousand  hogs  killed 
and  packed  in  Alton,  Illinois,  this  season. 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  dates  to  t lie  12th  instant,  have 
been  received  at  Charleston.  The.  papers  contain  ac- 
counts of  two  or  three  fires,  which  did  some  damage. 
1 hey  also  state  that  the  house  of  assembly  have  pro- 
nounced European  emigration  to  be  a failure. 

Letters  The  Britannia  brought  fully  25,009  letters, 
the  postage  on  whicn  amounts  to  about  $7,000.  The  num- 
ber of  letters  for  New  York  was  8.000,  on  which  the 
postage  amounted  toS2,700;  Philadelphia  1.800,  postage 
$550;  Baltimore  600.  postage  $175;  Albany  273,'  postage 
Charleston  503,  postage  $187;  Mobile  320,  postage 


Maryland  slaveholders’ convention.  The  pro 
ceedings  of  the  recent  slaveholders’  convention,  do 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  entire  people  of  the 
state.  A meeting  opposed  to  the  leading  measures 
has  been  held  in  Queen  Anne’s  county,  and  another 
is  called  for  Kent  county. 

Mississippi.  Gov.  McNutt’s  term  of  office  having 
expired  on  the  9th  ult.,  (Sunday)  the  governor  elect, 
T.  M.  Tucker,  could  not  be  inaugurated  until  Mon- 
day, the  10th  ult.,  consequently  general  Jesse  Spaight, 
president  of  the  senate,  became  by  the  constitutional 
law,  governor,  ad  interim,  of  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

Mortality  in  Boston  for  1841.  The  whole 
number  of  deaths  in  Boston  during  last  year  was 
nineteen  hundred  and  nineteen — under  one  year  of 
age  there  were  362,  and  under  two  years  532.  Deaths 
by  consumption  256. 

Post  office  movement.  We  learn  from  the  Cin- 
cinnati Times,  that  the  post  master  general  has  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Lyttleton  Quinton,  P.  O.  agent  for  that 
city.  His  duties  are  to  board  all  steamboats  that 
may  land  or  touch  at  that  port,  and  receive  from  the 
officers  the  letters  directed  to  citizens  of  Cincinnati. 
These  letters  will  then  be  placed  in  the  Cincinnati  of- 
fice, and  charged  with  the  usual  postage.  It  is  also 
made  the  duty  of  the  agent  to  report  to  the  depart- 
ment any  steamboat  that  may  refuse  to  comply  with 
this  demand.  [Balt.  Sun. 

Salvages.  The  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Courier  gives  the  following  exhibit  of  the  amount  ot  sal- 
vages decided  at  Key  West  for  the  last  eleven  years, 
viz.  1831,  $39,487;  1832,  $46,555;  1833.  $33,123;  1334, 
$32  0-12;  1835,  $87  249;  1336.  $174,132;  1837,  $107,495; 
1833  $34,578;  1839,  $90  797;  1840,  $35,113;  1841, 
©56,973.  In  1841,  the  amount  awarded  by  arbitrators 
was  ©15,906.  The  above  amounts  are  not  entirely  cor- 
rect in  all  cases,  as  salvages  are  sometimes  given  in  kind. 

The  Tariff  of  Sweden.  The  New  York  American 
says,  commercial  letters,  received  by  the  Britannia,  state 
that  a change  would  be  made  in  the  tariff  of  Sweden  on 
the  1st  of  January,  whereby  cotton  would  thenceforth  be 
exempt  from  duty. 

Slave  trade.  Capetown,  Oct.  27.  H.  M.  S.  Fantome 
returned  to  Simon’s  bay  24ih  ult.  niter  a 16  months’ 
cruise  on  the  coast  of  Angola,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  having  had  the  Brisk  and  Waterwich  under 
herordeis;  during  which  period  they  have  captured  33 
slave  vessels  and  liberated  3,427  negroes,  viz: 

Fantome,  16  vessels  1,340  negroes 

Brisk,  10  do.  1,136  do. 

Watervvitch,  7 do.  951  do. 

Tennessee.  The  house  has  passed  a bill  compel- 
ling the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the  1st 
July  next,  under  penalty  of  a forfeiture  of  their  char- 
ters. 

Texas.  Accounts  to  the  13th  inst.  state  that  the 
Texan  captives  had  arrived  at  Mexico  and  were  to 
undergo  a trial  and  meanwhile  were  treated  with  all 
humanity.  Two  Mexican  steamers  were  expected 
at  Vera  Cruz  from  Liverpool  to  operate  against  Tex- 
as. Rumors  of  preparations  were  afloat  of  another 
invasion  from  Mexico.  Difficulties  with  France  were 
expected  to  be  accommodated.  T wo  French  sloops 
and  one  schooner  were  cruizing  off  the  coast.  The 
reunion  of  Yucatan  to  Mexico  is  confirmed.  Gen. 
Hamilton  arrived  at  the  Balize  on  the  20th  Jan.  in 
the  British  Royal  mail  steamer  Forth.  Pie  informs 
the  editor  of  the  Bee,  that  the  dispositions  of  the  new 
British  ministry,  are  equally  favorable  with  that  of 
Lord  Melbourne’s  cabinet  towards  the  republic  of 
Texas,  and  that  the  evening  before  he  left  London, 
he  signed,  with  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  a protocol  strongly  indicative  of  these 
friendly  feelings.  He  is  hastening  to  Texas  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  to  obtain  the  confirmation  by  its 
government,  of  some  important  international  and  fi- 
nancial measures  he  has  arranged  in  Europe. 

Value  of  property  in  New  York.  The  assessed 
amount  of  property  in  the  state  of  New  York  for 
1841,  is  as  follows: 

Real  estate,  $531,987,886 

Personal,  123,311,644 


11.4i7,466  ©123;  New  Orleans  590,  postage  ©439.  [Host.’  Tran? 


Total,  $655,299,530 

Aggregate  tax  levied  in  1841,  for 
town  and  country  expenses,  3,173,356 

In  1839,  the  assessed  value  of  real 
estate  was  519,058,782 

Personal,  131,602,988 


Total, 

In  1836 — Real  estate, 
Personal, 


650,661,770 

539,756,874 

127,639,486 

$667,396,360 
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Chronicle. 


CONGRESS.  The  debate  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  the  question  of  privilege  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Adams  has  been  disposed  of.  On  Monday  the 
7th  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a vote 
of  ayes  106,  nays  93.  The  reception  of  the  petition 
itself  was  then  refused  by  noes  166,  to  ayes  40.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Cushing  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  which  motion  lies  over.  On  Wednesday  the 
9th,  Messrs.  Gilmer,  Rhett,  Hunter  and  Proffit  and  also 
Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  and  were  ex- 
cused. On  Thursday  the  10th,  Messrs.  M.  A.  Cooper, 
E.  D.  White,  Chapman,  Sheppard  and  J.  E.  Holmes 
were  substituted  in  their  places. 

So  the  committee,  as  now  organized,  consists  of  the 
following  members: 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Caleb 
Cushing,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  H.  Everett,  of  Ver- 
mont; Mr.  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York;  Mr.  E.  D. 
White,  of  Louisiana;  Mr.  A.  H.  Sheppard,  of  North 
Carolina;  Mr.  Isaac  A.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina; 
Mr.  R.  Chapman,  of  Alabama;  and  Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper, 
of  Georgia. 

UNITED  STATES  SENATOR.  Wm.  Sprague 
(whig)  has  been  elected  senator  to  congress  from  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dixon, 
recently  deceased.  On  the  third  and  last  balloting, 
the  votes  stood,  Sprague  44,  Arnold  (opp.)  24, 
Potter  9,  scattering  3. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


MEXICO. 

The  N.  O.  Bee  of  Feb.  1 says: — We  yesterday  had 
an  interview  with  a gentleman,  just  from  the  city  of 
Mexico,  who  informs  us  that  ninety  of  the  Texan 
captives  had  reached  that  place  some  days  before  his 
departure.  They  were  brought  in  in  a most  wretch- 
ed condition,  having  been  marched  bare-footed  and 
almost  naked  from  the  place  of  their  capture. 
Amongst  the  prisoners  was  the  son  of  Gen.  Leslie 
Coombs.  The  charity  of  the  foreigners  in  the  city 
furnished  them  some  necessary  apparel. 

So  far  from  receiving  humane  treatment  from  San- 
ta Anna,  as  reported,  they  were  chained  in  pairs, 
and  were  compelled  to  icork  in  the  streets  as  common 
felons.  Our  informant  assures  us  that  the  resident 
ministers  of  foreign  countries  had  interfered  in  an 
informal  manner  to  arrest  this  disgraceful  and  bar- 
barous treatment  without  success.  Young  Coombs 
was  extremely  ill;  his  constitution  had  proved  too 
frail  to  endure  the  cruelties  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected. 

The  accounts  of  the  treachery  resorted  to  to  cap- 
ture the  expedition  are  confirmed.  Mr.  Kendall  had 
not  reached  Mexico;  he  was  expected  daily,  in  com- 
pany with  about  200  Texans. 

Mr.  Ellis,  our  minister  at  Mexico,  had  demanded 
young  Coombs  as  a citizen  of  the  United  States;  but 
that  a week  had  elapsed  without  his  receiving  any 
response  from  the  government. 

We  have  read  a number  of  private  letters  that 
speak  of  the  sufferings  of  the  captives  as  most  appal- 
ling.  There  has  been  no  clemency  shown  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  general  belief  in 
the  city  was  that  nothing  short  of  force  would  amelio- 
rate the  condition  of  the  prisoners,  and  that  all  would 
be  treated  alike. 

The  Bee  suggests  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New 
Orleans,  and  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  to  stimulate  the  general  government  to  protect 
its  citizens.  The  same  paper  of  the  2d  inst  savs- 
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From  an  official  document  we  have  been  favored 
with  the  perusal  of,  we  give  some  further  particulars 
of  the  capture  of  the  Santa  Fe  Expedition.  After 
encountering  innumerable  hardships  and  privations, 
the  expedition  reached  Palo  Duro,  a tributary  of  the 
Red  river,  on  the  29th  of  August.  At  this  time  there 
were  only  five  days  rations  of  beef  alone  in  the  camp, 
the  other  provisions  having  been  exhausted.  The 
country  beyond  seemed  to  be  impassible  for  waggons. 
Indians  in  large  parties  were  hovering  around  the 
camp.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  agreed  that 
Col.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Brenham,  two  of  the  commission- 
ers, should  go  in  advance,  with  a third  of  the  military 
escort,  to  procure  supplies  and  a guide  for  the  expe- 
dition— the  Mexican  guide  having  deserted  them  a 
few  days  before,  in  company  with  an  Italian  named 
Brignoli.  On  the  31st  of  August  this  division  left  the 
camp:  the  military  escort  was  under  the  command  of 
captain  Sutton.  It  consisted  of  75  men,  which  to- 
gether with  the  traders  and  guests  accompanying  it, 
amounted  to  97  souls. 

The  division  marched  forward  to  the  Moro,  another 
branch  of  Red  river,  without  meeting  a human  being, 
or  seeing  any  signs  of  a settlement.  At  the  Moro 
they  fell  in  with  a party  of  Mexican  traders,  who  in- 
formed them  that  they  were  within  eighty  miles  of 
San  Miguel.  After  despatching  two  messengers  to 
General  McLeod,  who  was  in  command  of  the  re- 
maining forces,  to  destroy  the  baggage  waggons  and 
follow  on  with  all  possible  haste,  the  advanced  party 
pursued  their  journey,  and  reached  a Ranch  called 
Las  Galenas,  on  the  13th  of  September. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Vanness,  the  secretary  of  the 
commissioners,  was  sent  onto  San  Miguel,  accompa- 
nied by  major  Howard,  captain  Lewis,  a Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald, anil  George  W.  Kendall.  On  the  15th  the 
division  arrived  at  a Ranch  on  the  Pecos,  twenty 
miles  distant  from  San  Miguel.  Shortly  after  they 
reached  this  place,  they  were  waited  upon  by  a Mexi- 
can officer,  who  with  seventy  armed  men  had  occu- 
pied a Ranch  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  He 
informed  them  that  the  governor  was  approaching 
with  a large  force,  and  that  he  had  been  despatched 
to  ascertain  their  purpose,  intercept  their  march,  and 
require  them  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  commis- 
sioners assured  him  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  the 
expedition,  but  refused  to  surrender  their  arms. — 
They  consented,  however,  to  remain  where  they 
were,  until  intelligence  was  received  from  Mr.  Van- 
ness. 

On  the  16th  another  interview  was  had  with  the 
officer,  who  was  informed  that  unless  some  intelli- 
gence was  received  from  Mr.  Vanness,  the  division 
would  proceed  to  San  Miguel  the  next  morning.  The 
officer  said  that  he  would  send  a courier  to  have  Mr. 
Vanness  brought  to  the  camp,  and  that  next  day  he 
would  cross  the  river  with  his  men,  and  camp  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Texians,  as  an  evidence  that  he 
was  friendly  disposed  towards  them. 

Up  to  this  period  the  Texians  had  treated  every 
Mexican  whom  they  met  with  every,  civility,  paying 
for  what  was  procured  for  the  expedition,  at  double 
prices. 

On  the  17th  the  same  officer  called  upon  the  com- 
missioner accompanied  by  an  express,  who  request- 
ed them  to  remain  where  they  were  until  the  arrival 
of  the  governor  who  would  arrive  within  the  day 
with  several  thousand  men.  At  one  o’clock  the 
officer  commenced  crossing  the  river  with  his  men, 
about  half  a mile  below  the  Texians.  His  com- 
mand consisting  of  three  hundred  men,  took  up  a 
position  in  the  front  and  left  fiank  of  the  Texians. 
About  an  hour  afterwards  another  body  of  Mexicans 
crossed  the  river  above  and  formed  a junction  with 
the  first  force.  There  was  then  no  doubt  of  the 
purposes  of  the  Mexicans.  The  Texians  occupied  a 
strong  position,  where  they  could  have  defended  them- 
selves from  a thousand  men;  and  an  engagement 
would  have  occurred  in  ten  minutes,  had  not  the  ar- 
rival of  Capt.  Lewis  with  Don  Manuel  Chavis,  kins- 
man and  confidential  agent  of  Governor  Armigo  pre- 
vented it. 

Mr.  Chavis  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  Texians, 
in  the  name  of  the  governor  and  by  his  authority  on 
the  terms: 

“That  the  Texians  should  immediately  give  up 
their  arms  and  remain  where  they  were  as  prisoners 
on  parole,  until  such  time  as  supplies  could  be  obtain- 
ed sufficient  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  in  re- 
turning to  Texas. 


“The  arms  and  private  property  should  be  properly 
labelled  with  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  returned 
to  them  upon  their  arrival  on  the  frontier.” 

These  terms  were  offered  with  the  most  solemn  as- 
surance of  their  being  fulfilled.  Capt.  Lewis  then  in- 
formed the  Texians  that  the  party  accompanying  Mr. 
Vanness  were  all  captured  by  Rancheros  and  were 
tied  and  would  have  been  shot,  but  for  some  explana- 
tions made  by  him.  They  were  then  taken  to  the 
governor,  who  had  sent  all  of  them  but  himself  to 
Santa  Fe.  He  magnified  the  military  force  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  Mexicans,  and  assured  the  Texians  that 
unless  they  immediately  surrendered,  they  would  be 
surrounded  by  a well  armed  and  disciplined  force  of 
4,000  men.  These  representations,  so  far  as  the  mi- 
litary preparations  of  the  country  were  concerned, 
proved  to  be  false;  and  the  document  observes  that 
Capt.  Lewis  obtained  his  liberty  and  the  privilege  of 
importing  goods  duty  free  into  New  Mexico,  as  are- 
ward  for  his  treachery. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  an  enemy  of  more 
than  five  times  the  number  of  Texians  before  them, 
and  an  immense  force  expected  to  arrive  hourly, 
when  no  aid  could  be  anticipated  from  the  main  bo- 
dy; without  provisions,  and  their  horses  worn  down, 
and  with  special  instructions  from  the  Texian  govern- 
ment to  avoid  hostilities  if  the  people  of  the  country  were 
opposed  to  them,  the  division  surrendered. 

All  the  conditions  of  the  surrender  were  of  course 
violated  by  their  treacherous  enemies.  It  was  after 
a deliberation  of  many  hours  that  their  lives  were 
even  spared.  On  the  19th,  they  were  hurried  off  on 
their  journey  to  Mexico.  Capt.  Lewis,  accompanied 
the  governor  in  search  of  the  rest  of  the  Texians, and 
it  was  supposed  used  the  same  artifices  to  get  them 
to  surrender. 

The  Texians  now  in  chains  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
are  those  who  composed  the  escort  of  Cooke  and 
Brenham.  The  main  body  under  McLeod,  had  not 
reached  that  city  at  the  last  dates. 

Since  writing  the  above,  a letter  has  been  received 
from  G.  W.  Kendall,  dated  Chihuahua,  22d  Novem- 
ber, in  which  he  speaks  of  himself  as  being  in  good 
health  and  spirits,  and  expects  to  be  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  on  the  1st  of  February.  He  states  further, 
that  his  treatment  had  been  rather  humane  than 
otherwise.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  this  letter 
was  written  in  the  expectation  of  its  being  intercept- 
ed by  the  Mexican  authorities.  Mr.  K.  is  in  com- 
pany with  the  party  of  200  Texians,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  MeLeod.  We  infer  from  it  that  Mr. 
K.  was  sent  from  San  Miguel  to  Santa  Fe  as  stated 
by  Captain  Lewis. 


TRADE  AND  C O M M E R € E.  * 


Cotton  crop  of  the  United  States.  Statement 
and  total  amount  of  the  growth,  export,  consumption,  etc. 
of  cotton,  for  the  year  ending  30 tli  September,  1841. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


Bales. 

Export — To  foreign  ports,  656,816 

Coastwise,  161,448 

Burnt  and  damaged,  2,000 

Stock  on  hand,  1st  October,  1841,  31,576 


Total, 


851,840 


Deduct — Stock  on  hand,  1st  October,  1840,  27,911 


Received  from  Mobile,  5,418 

do.  do.  Florida,  508 

do.  do.  Texas,  4,408 


Total,  38,245 


Total  1841,  813,595 

Total  1840,  [946,905] 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Export  from  Malchez,  fyc — 

Coastwise,  (Remainder  included  in  New 
Orleans),  1841,  1,085;  1840,  6,767 

ALABAMA. 

Export  from  Mobile — 

To  foreign  ports,  216,239 

Coastwise,  103,837 

Burnt  and  lost,  1,170 

Stock  in  Mobile,  1st  October,  1841,  1,831 


Total,  323,077 
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Deduct — Stock  in  Mobile,  1st  Oct.  1840, 
Received  from  Florida, 
do.  do.  Texas, 

1,737 

486 

153 

Total, 

2,376 

Total  1841, 

320,701 

Total  1840, 

[445,725] 

FLORIDA. 

Export — To  foreign  ports, 

Coastwise, 

Burnt  and  lost, 

Stock  on  hand,  1st  Oct.  1841, 

32,297 

59,555 

1,400 

600 

Total, 

Deduct — Stock  on  hand,  1st  Oct.  1840, 

93,852 

300 

Total  1841, 
Total  1840, 

93,552 

[136,257] 

GEORGIA. 

Export  from  Savannah — 

To  foreign  ports — Uplands, 

Sea  Islands, 
Coastwise — Uplands, 

Sea  Islands, 

80,496 

5,100 

56,412 

867 

Total, 

142,875 

From  Darien — To  New  York, 

Burnt, 

Stock  in  Savannah,  1st  October,  1841, 
do.  Augusta  and  Hambro’  Oct.  1841, 

5,630 

600 

1,456 

4,127 

Total, 

154,688 

Deduct — Stock  in  Savannah  and  Augusta, 
1st  October,  1840, 

5,741 

Total  1841,  148.947 

Total  1840,  [292,693] 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Export  from  Charleston — 

To  foreign  ports — Uplands, 

Sea  Islands 
Coastwise — Uplands, 

Sea  Islands, 

149,272 

12,991 

62,989 

970 

Total, 

From  Georgetown — 

To  New  York, 

Burnt  and  lost, 

Stock  in  Charleston,  1st  October,  1841, 

226,222 

12,043 

750 

3,708 

Total, 

242,723 

Deduct — Stock  in  Charleston,  1st  Oct.  1840, 
Received  from  Savannah, 

do.  do.  From  Florida  and  Key  West, 

4,153 

9,562 

1,608 

Total, 

15,323 

. Total  1841,  227,400 

Total  1840,  [313,194] 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Export — All  coastwise, 

Stock  on  hand,  1st  October,  1841, 

7,765 

300 

Total, 

8,065 

Deduct — Stock  on  hand,  1st  October,  1840, 

200 

Total  1841, 
Total  1340, 

7,865 

[9,394] 

VIRGINIA. 

Export — To  forign  ports, 

Coastwise, 

Manufactured, 

Stock  on  hand,  1st  October,  1841, 

4,732 

4,500 

15,000 

420 

Total, 

Deduct — Stock  on  hand,  1st  October,  1840, 
Received  from  southern  ports, 

24,652 

900 

2,952 

Total,  3,852 


Total  1841,  20,800 

Total  1840,  23,650 

Received  at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 

overland  in  1841,  1,000 

Do.  do.  do.  in  1840,  3,250 

Total  crop  of  1840,  bales  2,177,835 

Total  crop  of  1841,  as  above,  1,634,945 


Growth  of  cotton  in  the  United  Slates,  in  each  year  from 
1824  to  1841. 


Crop  of  1824-5 

1825- 6 

1826- 7 

1827- 8 

1828- 9 


Bales. 

560.000 

710.000 

937.000 
712000 
857,744 


1829- 30  976,845 

1830- 1  1,038,848 
1S31-2  987,477 
1832-3  1,070,438 


Crop  of  1833-4 
“ 1834-5 

1835- 6 

1836- 7 

1837- 8 

1838- 9 


Bales. 
1,205,394 
1,254,328 
1,360,725 
1,422,930 
1,801,497 
1,360,532 

1839- 40  2,177,835 

1840- 1  1,634,945 


Exports  to  foreign  ports,  from  1st  October,  1840,  to  39 th 
September,  1841. 
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Consumption.  Total  crop  of  the  United  States  for 
1841,  as  before  stated  1,634,945  bales. 

Add — Stocks  on  hand  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year, 

(1st.  Oct.  1841) — In  the  sou- 
thern ports  40,942 
Do.  In  the  nor- 

thern ports  17,500 

58,442 


Making  a supply  of  , 1,693,387 

Deduct  therefrom — 

The  export  to  foreign 
ports  1,313,277 

Less  Texas  and  other  fo- 
reign 5,900 

1,307,377 

Stock  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
year, 

(1st  Oct.  1841) — In  the  sou- 
thern ports  44,018 
Do.  In  the  nor- 

thern ports  38,050 

82,068 

Burnt  and  lost  at  N.  Orleans  2,000 

“ “ Mobile  1,170 

“ “ Apalachicola  1,400 

“ “ Savannah  600 

“ “ Charleston  750 

“ “ New  York  734 

6,654 

1,396,099 

Quantity  consumed  by  and  in  the  hands  of  manufac- 
turers. 


Years. 

Bedes. 

Years. 

Bedes. 

1840-41 

297,288 

1832-33 

194,412 

1839-40 

295,193 

1831-32 

173,800 

1838-39 

276,018 

1830-31 

182,142 

1837-38 

246,063 

1829-30 

126,512 

1836-37 

222,540 

1828-29 

118,853 

1835-36 

236,733 

1827-28 

120,593 

1834-35 

216,888 

1826-27 

103,483 

1833-34 

196,413 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  deducted  from  the  N. 
Orleans  statement,  the  quantity  received  at  that  port 
from  Texas — Texas  being  a foreign  country. 


Our  estimate  of  the  quantity  taken  for  consump" 
tion,  does  not  include  any  cotton  manufactured  in  the 
states  south  and’west  of  Virginia,  nor  any  in  that  state, 
except  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 

Of  the  new  crop,  now  gathering,  about  32,000  bales 
were  received  previous  to  the  1st  December,  1S41; 
of  which  28,175  were  received  at  New  Orleans. 

[Shipping  Sf  Com.  List. 

Commerce  of  the  lakes.  It  is  slated  in  the  De- 
troit Advertiser  that  in  1819,  there  was  but  one 
steamboat  on  the  lakes. 

In  1827,  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  were  first 
ploughed  by  steam — a boat  having  made  an  excur- 
sion to  Green  Bay. 

In  1832,  a boat  reached  Chicago  with  troops. 

In  1833,  there  were  11  boats  on  the  lakes.  The 
time  of  running  from  Buffalo  and  returning  averaged 
22  days. 

In  1834,  7 new  boats  came  out,  which  made  18  in 
service  for  the  year.  Two  trips  were  made  to  Green 
Bay,  and  three  to  Chicago;  and  the  amount  received 
for  them  was  $6,273  65. 

In  1839,  the  increase  of  business  to  Chicago,  and 
ports  west  of  Detroit,  was  so  great  that  a regular 
line  of  8 boats  ran  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago,  making 
a trip  in  16  days. 

In  1841,  525  trips  were  made  from  Buffalo  to  De- 
troit— 81  to  the  upper  lakes,  of  which  70  were  to 
Chicago,  and  10  to  Green  Bay.  Earnings  of  all  the 
boats  $767,123  27.  The  upper  lake  boats  contribut- 
ed $301,803  39  to  this  amount.  In  1841,  the  number 
of  sail  vessels  was  estimated  at  550,  varying  in  size 
from  30  to  350  tons,  and  the  cost  of  them  $1,250,000, 
and  the  earnings  at  $750,000.  The  earnings  of  Bri- 
tish vessels  on  the  lakes  is  estimated  at  $150,000. — 
The  earnings  of  the  steamboats  and  sailing  vessels 
on  the  lakes  in  1841,  from  the  best  data  that  we  can 
get  at,  is — 

American  steamboats,  $767,132  27 

“ sailing  vessels,  750,000  00 

British  vessels  generally,  150,000  00 


$1,667,132  27 

Lake  commerce  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  State- 
ment of  the  number  of  arrivals  and  departures,  (steam 
vessels  not  included),  at  the  port  of  Cleveland,  from 
23d  March,  1841,  when  the  harbor  was  clear  of  ice, 
to  the  close  of  navigation;  principal  articles  of  cargo; 
number  of  vessels  and  steamboats  belonging  to  the 
port  of  Cleveland,  and  their  aggregate  amount  of 
tonnage;  prepared  by  George  B.  Mervin,  collector  of 
customs  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  1,  1842. 

Whole  number  of  arrivals,  1,364;  of  which  437 
were  from  Canadian  ports  on  Lake  Erie,  and  Ameri- 
can and  Canadian  ports  via  Welland  canal.  Principal 
articles  of  cargo: 

Merchandise,  35,485  pak’s;  do.  489;  tons  salt,  90,160 
pounds;  fish,  5,911  do.  flour,  1,121  do.  plaster,  1,101 
do.  423  tons;  corn,  11,165  bushels;  wheat,  1,720  do. 
lumber,*  2,058,000  feet;  shingles,  1,802  thousand; 
staves,  69  do.  shingle  bolts,  333  cords;  burr  blocks 
1,500. 

Cargo  by  steamboats,  no  account. 

Whole  number  of  departures,  1,366;  of  which  422 
were  to  Canadian  ports  on  Lake  Erie,  and  American 
and  Canadian  ports  via  Welland  canal.  Principal 
articles  of  cargo: 

Wheat,  1,593,000  bushels;  corn,  203,900  do.  oats, 
17,229  do.  flour, f 460,810  barrels;  pork,  33,733  do. 
whiskey,  12,348  do.  lard,  1,593  do.  do.  3,791  kegs; 
do.  60  tons;  salt,  17,030  barrels;  flax  and  grass  seed, 
2,051  do.  butter,  541  do.  do.  15,542  kegs;  do.  28  tons; 
potash,  1,006  barrels;  beef  868  do.  beans,  647  casks; 
cheese,  1,295  do.  do.  32  tons;  tobacco  900  hogsheads, 
hams,  2,082  casks;  coal  4,329  tons;  grindstones,  266 
do.  staves,  2,954  thousand;  black  walnut  lumber,  144 
do.;  feathers  962  sacks;  wool,  661  bales;  cotton  174 
do,  hides  1,031  do. 

Of  the  above  were  shipped  to  the  provinces  of  Up- 
per and  Lower  Canada: 

Wheat,  271,913  bushels;  corn,  47,393  do.  oats, 
969  do.  flour,  62,605  barrels;  pork,  13,469  do.  beef 
760  do.  coal,  1,553  tons;  grindstones,  157  do.;  staves, 
34  thousand. 

Vessels  belonging  to  Cleveland.  Schooners,  66;  steam- 
boats, 7;  brigs,  4;  sloops,  2.  Aggregate  amount  of 
tonnage,  9,504  tons. 

Canal  commerce  of  Cleveland.  The  following 
particulars  of  merchandise,  on  which  toll  is  charged 


Decrease,  in  1841, 


542,890 


* Included  in  exports  from  New  Orleans. 


*1,108,000  feet  from  Canada. 

+12,383  barrels  shipped  by  steamboats. 
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by  weight,  is  from  the  official  report  of  D.  H.  Beards- 
ley, esq.  the  collector  at  Cleveland.  There  arrived 
at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  canal,  during  the  year 
1841,  275,556,6S3  pounds.  The  following  constitute 
the  chief  articles  that  arrived: 

Wheat,  1,569,976  bushels;  corn,  244,749  do.  oats, 
32,851  do.  mineral  coal,  479,441  do.  flour,  441,848 
barrels;  pork,  29,886  do.;  whiskey,  12,245  do.;  butter, 
1,464,935  pounds;  cheese,  58,148  do.  lard,  961,421 
do.;  bacon,  1,878,530  do.;  pig  iron,  988,160  do.;  mer- 
chandise, 677,245  do.  iron  and  nails,  3,842,420  do. 
tobacco,  912  hogsheads;  staves  and  heading,  968,304 
pieces;  wood,  1,879^  cords. 

Of  property  on  which  tolls  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  were  cleared  from  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the 
canal,  during  1841,  44,017,480  pounds. 

TO  THE  TOBACCO  PLANTERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  again  appointed  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  at  the  express  and 
unanimous  desire  of  the  select  committee  of  the  house 
on  the  tobacco  trade,  and  of  the  general  convention 
of  tobacco  planters  held  last  May  in  Washington,  as 
a special  agent  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  to- 
bacco trade  of  the  United  States  with  Europe,  I em- 
barked on  the  12th  ultimo  from  New  York,  to  pro- 
ceed, via  England,  to  my  destination  in  Germany. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  express  my  grateful  and 
sincere  thanks  for  the  repeated  marks  of  confidence 
with  which  the  tobacco  interest  has  honored  me,  and 
to  again  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  my  devoted,  my 
utmost  exertions  shall  be  continued,  in  order  to  bring 
your  cause  to  a successful  issue  in  Europe. 

I was  in  hopes  that  this  address  would  have  reach- 
ed the  United  States  in  time  to  have  been  distributed 
among  you  at  the  general  tobacco  convention  to  be 
held  next  month  in  Washington,  but  my  long  passage  to 
England  has  rendered  it  impossible.  But,  believing 
that  the  following  remarks,  which  I take  the  liberty 
of  addressing  to  your  serious  consideration,  may,  al- 
though too  late  for  the  general  tobacco  convention, 
still  be  useful  to  you,  I have  prepared,  and  shall  for- 
ward them  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Jenifer,  chairman  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  tobacco  trade. 

The  following  will  show  the  actual  consumption 
of  our  tobacco  in  Europe,  and  the  estimated  amount 
of  revenue  derived  by  each  government  from  the 
same: 


Russia 

Holland 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

France 

Spain 

Portugal 

Italy,  say  Sardinia 
Parma 
Tuscany 
Roman  States 
Naples 

Austria  and  its  dominions 
Germany,  (not  including  Aus- 
tria) 

Sweden  and  Norway 
Denmark 


Hogsheads. 

358 

3,300 

4.000 
18,000 
10,000 

3.000 
363 

1,200 ' 
130 
425 
300 
400 

4.000  ' 

38,000 
1,800 
1,100 


Revenue. 

$64,000 

5,200 

12,000 

17,275,000 

5,500,000 

5,000,000 

540,000 


2,000,000 


3.400.000 

1.200.000 

70,000 

5,620 


86,396  $35,071,820 

The  annual  average  exportations  of  our  tobacco 
from  the  United  States  from  1st  October,  1835,  to 
30th  September,  1838,  according  to  the  statistical 
statement  which  I had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  the 
hon.  Mr.  Jenifer,  under  date  of  April  27,  1840, 
was  103,422  hogsheads,  costing  in  the  United  States 
$7,748,772;  of  which  97,651,  costing  $7,267,794,  were 
exported  to  Europe.  The  difference  between  the 
97,651  hogsheads  and  the  quantity  mentioned  above 
as  consumed,  say  86,396  hogsheads,  (after  deducting 
the  small  quantity  consumed  in  Gibraltar  and  Malta, 
free  ports),  has  unquestionably  been  smuggled  from 
those  countries  of  Europe  where  a low  duty  is  charg- 
ed into  those  countries  where  a different  policy  is 
pursued,  say  into  England,  France,  Spain,  Portugal 
and  Italy;  and  there  is  also  no  doubt  but  that  a large 
proportion  of  that  which  I have  mentioned  as  con- 
sumed in  Germany  is  smuggled  into  the  great  Ger- 
man union  of  customs,  and  also  into  Austria,  from 
the  other  states  where  the  duty  is  low.  However, 
one  thing  is  certain,  that  on  86,396  hogsheads  of  Ame- 
rican tobacco,  costing  in  the  U.  States  $6,450,820, 
and  legally  introduced  into  Europe,  a revenue  is  de- 
rived of  about  $35,000,000,  being  nearly  six  times 
more  than  its  original  cost. 

To  bring  this  question  home  to  each  individual 
planter,  the  following  will  show  to  what  exteut  each 
one,  according  to  the  quantity  he  grows  for  exporta- 
tion, contributes  to  the  revenue  of  Europe. 

Supposing,  in  round  numbers,  our  exportations  to 
Europe  to  be  100,009  hogsheads,  and  the  revenue  de- 
rived therefrom  to  be  $35,000,000  — 


An  American  who  raises  5 hhds.  contributes  $1,750 
“ “ 10  “ “ 3,500 

“ 25  “ “ 8,750 

“ 50  “ “ 17,500 

“ 75  “ “ 26,280 

“ 100  “ “ 35,000 

Now,  can  it  be  supposed  by  any  reasonable  man 
that  you  will  any  longer  submit  to  such  a state  of 
things?  The  legislation  of,  and  the  duties  levied,  and 
monopolies  existing  in  Europe  on  our  tobacco,  appear 
to  have  the  double  object  of  obtaining  an  immense 
revenue  from  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  mate- 
ria], and  consequently  deeply  injurious  to  the  pros- 
perity of  our  agricultural  interests,  by  preventing  a 
greater  quantity  from  being  cultivated.  These  high 
rates  of  duties  and  monopolies  in  Europe  cripple  your 
industry,  preventing  you  from  usefully  and  profitably 
extending  the  cultivation  of  your  lands,  which  a boun- 
tiful providence  has,  with  a most  liberal  hand,  pro- 
vided for  you. 

The  following  will  show  what  would  be  the  pro- 
bable consumption  of  American  tobacco  in  Europe 
if  those  high  duties  and  monopolies  were  abolished: 
Taking  the  population  of  the  U.  States  at  17,000,000, 
and  its  consumption  at  75,000  hogsheads,  (which,  I 
believe  is  far  below  the  quantity),  as  the  criterion  of 
what  the  consumption  would  be  in  Europe,  and  con- 
sidering its  population  (not  including  European  Tur- 
key) at  220,000,000  this  would  make  the  Hhds. 
consumption  of  tobacco  in  Europe,  say  970,588 
From  which  the  following  should  be  deducted: 

1 . The  quantity  grown  in  Europe,  estimated 
from  correct  sources,  as  follows: 

Russia  lbs.  21,000,000 


mated  that,  as  a large  proportion  of  the  articles  com- 
ing from  Europe  were  admitted  free  of  duty,  the  re 
venue  which  the  United  States  has  derived  from  the 
importations  from  Europe  has  not  exceeded  ten 
millions  of  dollars  annually;  so  that  if  this  revenue 
should  be  equalized  on  the  total  average  importations 
from  Europe,  say  $97,251,334,  it  would  only  amount 
to  a duty  of  about  10  per  cent,  while  Europe  is  ob- 
taining a revenue  of  at  least  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars  from  86,396  hhds.  of  our  tobacco,  costing,  in 
the  United  States,  $6,450,820. 

Fellow  citizens,  is  this  the  reciprocity,  is  this  the 
even-handed  justice,  w'e  have  a right  to  look  for,  and 
to  expect  from  foreign  countries,  whose  industry, 
whose  prosperity,  and,  it  may  also  be  said,  whose 
tranquility,  depend  upon  our  great  and  annually  in- 
creasing markets  for  the  sale  of  their  produce? 

Let  me,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  to  you 
to  be  firm  in  your  determination,  and  united  in  your 
efforts,  to  obtain  justice,  and  you  will  certainly  suc- 
ceed in  every  country  of  Europe  in  obtaining  a dimi- 
nution of  the  high  duties,  and  the  abolishing  of  the 
shameful  monopolies  which  exist  on  your  industry. 

I have,  gentlemen,  the  honor  to  remain,  with  sen- 
timents of  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  JOSH’A.  DODGE. 

London,  November  16,  1840. 


Denmark  225,000 

Holland  5,800,000 

Belgium  1,140,000 

France  26,000,000 

Germany,  not  including  Austria  40,000,000 
Austria  and  its  dominions  35,000,000 

Island  of  Sardinia  378,000 

Roman  States  1,215,000 

Naples  1,125,000 

Switzerland  297,000 

Wallachia  1,350,000 

Poland  3,150,000 

136,680,000 

Which,  at  1,200  pounds  per  hogs- 
head, W'ould  be  hhds.  113,900 

2.  I estimate  the  growth  of  Cuba 
at  lbs.  10,764,000 

Porto  Rico  at  3,700,000 

South  America  at  3,000,000 


lbs.  17,464,000 
Equal,  at  1,200  lbs.  per  hhd.  to 
14,553  hhds.  of  which  the  great- 
er proportion  is  probably  sent 
to  Europe,  say  hhds.  12,000 

125,900 

Making  the  possible  consumption 

of  American  tobacco  in  Europe  844,088 

But,  taking  into  consideration  the  want  of  means 
among  the  population  of  many  of  the  countries  of 
Europe  to  purchase  our  tobacco,  I will  suppose  that 
the  probable  consumption  of  American  tobacco  in 
Europe  would  be  only  about  one-half  of  the  above 
mentioned  quantity,  say  422,344  hhds.;  this  would  be 
more  than  four  times  our  actual  exportations  to  the 
various  countries  of  Europe,  and  would  require  at 
least  300,000  tons  of  extra  shipping  to  carry  it  to 
market,  and  would  increase  the  pecuniary  means  of 
our  country  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually, adding  an  increased  value  to  the  state  and 
other  stocks  of  our  country  in  foreign  markets,  and 
greatly  augmenting  the  revenues  of  our  government 
by  affording  us  the  means  of  greater  importations, 
and  consequently  a low  tariff',  if  the  revenue  should 
be  found  to  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  economi- 
cal wants  of  our  government. 

The  annual  average  importations  into  the  United 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  1.  The  memners  of  the  senate  attend- 
ed the  funeral  of  the  hon.  N.  F.  Dixon  late  senator 
from  Rhode  Island. 

February  2.  Petitions  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt 
lav/  continued  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  White  presented  a joint  resolution  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Indiana  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Josephs  in  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  W.  expressed  his  views  of  its  importance 
and  gave  reasons  why  congress  should  make  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  Preston  denied  the  constitutionality  of  making 
appropriations  for  harbors;  he  was  opposed  to  any 
such  tariff  of  protection  as  would  regulate  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  He  was  in  favor  of  a firm 
system  of  taxation  adequate  to  the  appropriations  of 
congress  and  if  in  doing  this  any  branch  of  industry 
were  incidentally  benefitted  he  should  not  be  oppos- 
ed to  it. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  general  government  had 
made  appropriations  for  the  harbor  of  Charleston  in 
South  Carolina  which  had  been  asked  for.  What 
are  the  lakes  but  great  inland  seas.  Is  their  com- 
merce not  to  be  looked  after?  The  let  alone  policy 
contended  for  by  the  senator  of  South  Carolina 
would  carry  us  back  to  the  old  confederation,  and  I 
fear  we  are  going  back  to  that  old  point  of  our  his- 
tory.  Congress  had  the  power  to  make  harbors  as  well 
as  light  houses  when  the  safety  of  navigation  requir- 
ed it.  ’ 

Mr.  Preston  thought  congress  could  as  well  build 
Gadsby’s  hotel  because  there  were  lamp  posts  as  to 
build  harbors  because  they  could  build  light  houses. 
The  powers  of  congress  must  stop  at  the  high  water 
indicated  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Graham  said  that  at  the  proper  time  he  would 
endeavor  to  show  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  general 
government  to  reopen  the  old  channel  of  Albemarle 
sound. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day 
being  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay  restrict- 
ing and  limiting  the  veto  power  and 

Mr.  Buchanan  addressed  the  senate,  and  believed 
the  veto  power  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  and  stateli- 
est in  the  constitution  and  if  removed  from  it  might 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  constitution.  He  took 
up  and  referred  to  the  address  of  some  of  the  whig 

mp.mhou;  of  f'nnorpss  i 1 . ® 


States  from  the  various  countries  of  Europe,  from  1st  I members  of  congress  adopted  in  September  last  exi 
of  October,  1835,  to  30th  September,  1839,  amounted  j mined  in  some  detail  Mr.  Clay's  speech  in  support  of 
to  $97,251,339;  of  which  $42,653,867,  equal  to  44  his  resolution  and  referred  to  the  precedi  1 * — 


per  cent,  on  the  total  average  importations,  were  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty;  and,  as  the  average  exportations 
of  our  domestic  produce  of  all  kinds  to  the  same 
countries  of  Europe,  during  the  same  period  amount- 
ed to  $79,201,860,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  ad- 
mitted, free  of  duty  from  Europe,  an  amount  of  its 
produce  more  than  equal  to  one-half  of  the  exports 
of  our  domestic  produce  to  the  same  countries. 

The  average  amount  imported  into  the  U.  States 


, . . . . precedents  of  Eng- 

land and  this  country.  Congress  was  more  apt  to  be 
rash  m its  legislation  than  the  executive  in  its.  In 
conclusion,  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  this  question  would  be 
now  settled  by  a vote  that  would  put  it  at  rest  for- 
ever. 

Mr.  Archer  moved  that  the  subject  be  now  infor- 
mally passed  over  for  the  present  and  after  transact- 
ing executive  business  the  senate  adjourned. 
February  3.  The  president  of  the  senate  present- 


from  Europe,  during  the  above  mentioned  period,  ed  a report,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  July 
which  was  subject  to  duty,  was  $54,597,477;  and  as , 21,  1841,  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  on  the  ne- 
the  total  average  amount  of  revenue  obtained  by  the  cessity  and  practicability  of  establishing  a'navy  yard 
American  government,  for  the  two  years  ending  31st  and  depot  or  naval  station  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ’ 
December,  1838,  by  the  importations  from  all  parts  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  a petition  for  appropriation 
of  the  world,  was  $16,866,017,  it  may  safely  be  csti-  for  a harbor  at  Milwaukie  in  Wiskonsan. 
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Mr.  Calhoun  arose  to  move  the  reference  of  the  re- 
port on  the  case  of  the  Creole  presented  a few  days 
since.  He  thought  it  the  most  important  subject  of 
difference  with  England  and  believed  that  a vessel 
should  have  been  despatched  at  once  after  its  occur- 
rence in  order  to  obtain  redress.  He  thought  that 
were  the  facts  properly  represented  to  the  British 
government  that  they  would  not  fail  to  perceive  and 
redress  the  injury  done  to  us.  He  had  seen  with 
pleasure  that  a special  minister  was  to  come  to  ad- 
just our  differences.  Before  he  came,  he  hoped  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations  would  present  this 
subject  in  its  true  light  before  the  country  and  the 
world. 

Mr.  Preston  regretted  the  absence  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  who  had  been 
indisposed  for  several  days,  and  assured  the  senate 
in  his  absence,  that  the  committee  would  give  the 
due  consideration  which  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject demanded. 

The  report  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Simmons  had  asked  the  other  day  for  liberty  to 
employ  a clerk  to  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
and  now  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  King  was  opposed  to  it,  because  the  practice 
of  committees  employing  clerks  was  a new  one,  hav- 
ing sprung  up  the  last  few  years,  and  ought  to  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  opposition  and  also 
stated  that  the  proper  basis  for  revenue  laws  was  the 
foreign  invoice  price  and  the  expense  of  importation. 
He  warned  senators  that  the  appointment  of  a clerk 
would  be  the  prelude  to  a tariff. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  they  had  had  at  the  south  free 
trade  upon  more  than  a moiety  of  the  imports  of  the 
country  and  what  was  the  consequence?  Its  great 
staple  was  selling  at  a price  lower  than  ever  be- 
fore since  the  war.  He  would  sooner  lay  duties  to 
the  extent  of  100  per  cent,  than  impose  direct  taxes 
for  this  government.  There  were  often  frauds  in 
the  foreign  invoices  and  therefore  foreign  valuation 
with  expense  of  importation  was  not  the  proper  basis 
for  laying  duties.  It  was  perfectly  practicable  to 
make  a home  valuation  upon  prices  at  home,  from 
New  Orleans  to  Boston. 

Mr.  Calhoun  contended  that  prices  would  vary  at 
home  at  different  places  and  duties  would  vary.  Cot- 
ton was  low  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassments  in 
England  and  not  of  the  free  trade.  South  Carolina 
was  infinitely  better  off  than  under  the  tariff  of  ’28; 
negroes  and  lands  were  better  in  price;  our  foreign 
and  domestic  tonnage  had  increased  with  the  free 
trade;  this  trade  moreover  W'as  only  partially  free; 
its  course  was  onward  and  could  not  be  stayed.  Mr. 
C.  was  glad  the  senator  from  Kentucky  had  denounc- 
ed the  extravagance  of  the  government  estimates  and 
hoped  he  would  aid  in  bringing  down  their  expendi- 
tures. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  in  regard  to  government  expen- 
ditures he  had  prepared  a resolution  to  present  at  the 
first  favorable  opportunity. 

Mr.  Simmons  contended  that  the  frauds  of  foreign 
invoices  had  driven  American  merchants  from  the 
market.  We  had  no  control  over  those  who  commit- 
ted them.  When  the  committee  reported  it  would 
be  seen  that  20  per  cent,  honestly  and  actually  levied 
would  afford  a better  protection  than  such  as  we  have 
had  for  the  two  years  past. 

Mr.  Linn  would  vote  lor  a clerk,  and  thought  the 
committee  on  manufactures  should  never  have  been 
appointed  but  that  all  these  matters  should  have  be- 
longed to  the  committee  on  agriculture. 

Mr.  Mangum,  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  econo- 
my, remarked  that  if  no  other  senator  wrould  do  so 
he  intended  to  bring  in  a bill  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  government,  one-third,  beginning  with  the  per 
diem  of  the  members  of  congress,  but  he.  feared  he 
should  meet  with  no  encouragement  save  from  a few 
whig  friends. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  appoint  a clerk  was 
then  taken  and  decided  25  yeas  to  14  nays. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  4.  Petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  referred  relating  to  the  bankrupt  law',  to 
fortifying  Sackett’s  harbor,  against  annexation  of 
Texas,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  conimiree  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol 
prohibiting,  by  penal  enactments,  the  vending  of  lottery 
tickets  in  the  District  ol  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick , 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  lie 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate,  if, 
in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest, copies  of  all  the  correspondence  which  may  have 
taken  place  between  this  government,  or  its  diplomatic 
agents,  and  the  government  of  Belgium,  relative  to  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  to  indemnifies  for  losses  sustained 


during  tile  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  in  the  year  1830; 
and  also  copies  of  such  instructions  as,  from  time  to  time, 
may  have  been  given  to  our  diplomatic  representatives  at 
Brussels  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  j Harrow  submitted  a resolution  inquiring  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  information  respecting  the  navy 
yard  at  Pensacola,  and  its  comparative  neglect  with 
the  other  and  more  northern  naval  stations. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  after  the  morning  business 
was  over,  if  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  speech  of 
any  gentleman,  he  would  ask  the  senate  to  take  up 
the  bill  to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law. 
Before  he  did  so,  however,  he  would  beg  leave  to  in- 
troduce a resolution,  bottomed  on  a protest  which  he 
had  seen,  and  which  he  read. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  had  brought  the  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  to  the  senate  from  no  political  or 
party  feeling  whatever.  The  state  of  things,  which 
W'ere  pretty  well  stated  on  the  face  of  the  paper, 
were  of  the  most  deplorable  and  disgraceful  charac- 
ter. They  were  the  result  of  the  first  year  of  whig 
measures,  of  the  repeal  of  the  independent  treasury 
bill,  of  throwing  away  the  land  revenue,  of  making 
forced  loans.  He  was  not  going  to  have  his  pay  re- 
duced by  these  whig  measures.  He  would  not  ac- 
cept less  than  his  pay  in  consequence  of  the  folly  and 
extravagance  of  this  administration.  The  currency 
of  lamp  black  and  rags  was  not  a currency  he  would 
receive.  Others  might  submit  to  it;  he  w'ould  not. 
The  land  revenue  had  been  taken  from  the  treasury, 
and  that  act  and  forced  loans  must  be  resisted.  Paper 
money  must  he  resisted.  As  John  Hampden  resisted 
the  payment  of  ship  money,  so  he  would  resist  the 
payment  of  paper  money. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  gold  bill,  passed  by  his  in- 
strumentality in  June,  1834.  He  wished  to  know  if, 
from  that  time  unto  the  present,  gold  had  ever  been 
refused  until  now  for  the  payment  of  members.  By 
and  by,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  go  into  all  the  matters 
named  in  the  resolution  which  he  would  now  offer: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  payments  now  made  or 
offered  to  be  made  by  the  federal  government  to  its  cred- 
i'ors;  whether  the  same  are  made  in  hard  money  or  in 
paper  money;  whether  the  creditors  have  their  option; 
whether  the  government  paper  is  at  a d scount;  and  what 
remedy,  if  any,  is  necessary  to  enable  the  government  to 
keep  its  faith  with  the  public  creditors,  so  as  to  save  them 
from  losces,  the  constitution  from  violation,  and  the  coun- 
try from  disgrace. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  Mangum  said  that,  after  having  been  referred 
to  by  the  senator  from  Missouri,  he  would  say  a word 
or  two  upon  the  subject.  After  sleeping  one  night 
upon  the  proposition  he  had  referred  to,  to  curtail  the 
expenses  of  the  general  government,  the  senator  from 
Missouri,  the  file-leader  of  his  party,  came  here  to 
oppose  this  retrenchment.  He  feared,  from  such  de- 
monstrations, that  his  project  would  meet  with  but 
little  encouragement.  And  what  was  the  question 
before  the  senate?  The  senator  from  Missouri  had 
protested  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  what  reason?  Because  a draft  of  his  to  the 
amount  of  §40  was  not  paid  in  specie,  and  was  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  in  treasury  notes,  the  very  currency 
which  kept  the  late  administration  in  power  for  four 
years  past. 

Mr.  M.  said,  further,  he  did  not  hold  himself  orhis 
friends  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  president.  In 
regard  to  the  New  York  commission,  which  hadbeen 
alluded  to,  it  was  the  act  of  the  president.  The  ma- 
jority here  were  not  responsible  for  it,  and  would 
have  opposed  it,  no  doubt,  had  the  question  been  sub- 
mitted to  them. 

The  president  of  the  senate  said  the  debate  was  not 
in  order,  no  subject  being  properly  before  the  senate 
in  order. 

The  subject  was  then  passed  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  a resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation respecting  American  claims  againt  Bel- 
gium. Adopted.  And  after  the  transaction  of  exe- 
cutive business,  the  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

February  7.  Memorials  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred in  relation  to  the  bankrupt  law,  interference  of 
government  to  obtain  the  release  of  American  pri- 
soners in  Van  Dieman’s  land,  protection  for  glass 
and  iron  manufactures,  and  the  recommendation  of 
the  Conestoga  as  a suitable  site  for  a national  loun- 
dry,  &c. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  from  the  executive  of  S. 
Carolina,  a report  from  the  committee  on  federal  re- 
lations of  that  state,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands, 
also  a memorial  from  the  same  source  in  relation  to 
the  controversy  between  Virginia  and  New  York. 
Mr.  C.  thought  it  obvious  that  abolition  was  a sub- 
ject that  would  lead  to  disunion.  The  whites  and 
colored  were  about  equally  numerous  in  the  south  and 
could  exist  together  only  in  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave.  As  a matter  of  safety  the  institution 
should  be  kept  as  it  is.  One  or  the  other  race  must 
rule  when  they  are  together,  and  to  attempt  to  change 


it  would  be  the  expulsion  of  one  or  the  other.  There 
was  now  no  safety  in  intercourse  with  the  north. 
Virginia  with  consummate  judgment  had  led  off  in 
the  protection  of  her  rights  in  resorting  to  her  police 
laws.  South  Carolina  had  resolved  to  stand  by  her. 
The  south  would  stand  by  her  in  a body  and  the  in- 
tercourse with  the  north  would  become  more  and 
more  restricted,  until  it  absolutely  ceased.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  gentlemen  of  the  north,  whether  it  was 
desirable  that  this  state  of  things  should  exist.  Mr. 
C.  then  alluded  to  the  late  abolition  convention  at 
Peterboro,  New  York  and  the  address  they  had  put 
forth  to  excite  the  slaves  to  run  away  from  their 
masters.  No  class  had  a greater  amount  of  their 
earnings  appropriated  to  their  own  benefit  than  the 
slaves.  If  persisted  in,  abolition  movements  would 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  one  third  of  the  union  and 
in  the  end  to  the  union  itself.  Mr.  C.  moved  the 
printing  of  the  report  and  resolutions,  which  was  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Clay's  resolution,  directing  the  committee  on 
public  lands  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law,  that  any  quota  of  the  land  sales,  that 
may  be  refused  by  any  state,  shall  he  distributed 
among  the  assenting  states,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  his  views  on  the  object  of  the 
resolution.  If  any  state  refused  to  receive  its  quota, 
its  people  might  not  accord  with  their  legislative 
action,  their  refusal  might  be  but  factions  and  after- 
wards reversed  and  therefore  he  was  for  no  hasty 
disposition  of  its  refused  quota.  But  after  a state 
perseveringly  by  successive  enactments  adopted  as  a 
settled  policy  the  rejection  of  its  quota,  it  would 
be  proper  for  congress  to  make  other  disposition 
thereof. 

Mr.  King  said  that  if  the  senator  regarded  the  land 
as  belonging  to  the  states,  and  any  one  of  them  should 
regard  it  as  a common  fund  and  decline  to  receive 
it,  would  he  appropriate  it  to  those  states,  to  whom 
it  did  not  belong? 

Mr.  Clay  compared  the  case  to  a father  and  his 
children.  If  one  child  refused  to  receive  a portion 
of  property  dispensed  to  it,  could  the  father  not  dis- 
tribute it  to  the  others.  If  Alabama  or  South  Carolina 
refused  to  receive  their  portions,  let  it  be  given  to 
others.  What  was  to  be  gained  by  such  crimination 
as  calling  this  robbery.  What  was  the  question?  It 
was  one  of  distribution  involving  indirect  taxation  to 
the  extent  of  supplying  the  treasury  the  means  with- 
drawn from  it  by  its  operation,  and  proposing  to 
carry  on  the  government  without  relying  upon  the 
land  fund  which  belonged  to  the  states. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
showed  profound  ignorance  if  lie  expected  South  Ca- 
rolina could  be  bribed  by  this  fund.  Nineteen  twen- 
tieths of  the  people  were  opposed  to  this  bill.  This 
distribution  was  a great  question,  and  if  a bold  man 
were  to  desire  a dissolution  of  the  union  he  could 
not  wish  a stronger  means  to  accomplish  it.  As  a 
measure  of  revenue  it  made  one  third  of  the  union 
pay  the  tax  which  was  created  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  fund.  He  saw  light  ahead  and  in  two  years  all 
the  measures  of  the  party  which  had  made  the  law 
would  be  swept  away. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana  stated  that  he  would  vote 
for  the  proposed  inquiry  as  a matter  of  courtesy. 

Mr.  Alien  said  the  true  question  was,  shall  the 
states  tax  themselves  for  their  own  purposes,  or  shall 
the  taxing  power  of  this  general  government  be 
exerted  to  tax  itself  for  their  (the  states’)  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  had  over  and  over  declared 
that  there  was  no  power  in  the  constitution  to  levy 
taxes  for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  The  nearest 
approximation  we  had  ever  had  to  it,  was  made  by 
the  senator’s  friend,  General  Jackson,  who  recom- 
mended a distribution  after  taxes  had  been  levied. 
The  public  land  was  the  property  of  the  slates,  and 
the  whigs  proposed  only  to  give  to  the  states,  that 
which  was  their  own.  He  had  never  been  in  South 
Carolina  and  did  not  profess  to  know  much  of  its 
people.  In  regard  to  the  question  he  neither  knew 
nor,  with  respect  he  said  it,  cared  whether  the 
state  would  receive  the  money  or  not.  Instead  of  lead- 
ing to  disunion,  he  thought  the  measure  one  of  the 
strongest  bonds  of  union. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  that  the  title  of  the  land  was 
with  the  general  government.  It  was  a trust  fund. 
A quota  if  refused  would  go  into  the  treasury  and  be 
confiscated  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  union.  Its 
effect  on  the  taxes  was  that  the  noil-indebted  states 
would  have  to  submit  to  an  indirect  taxation  for  the 
general  government. 

Mr.  Archer  would  not  vote  for  the  inquiry.  If  this 
land  belonged  to  the  states,  where  was  the  right  to 
withhold  it  from  them?  Did  the  refusal  of,  say, 
Alabama,  even  if  factious,  make  the  money  ours? 
The  money  should  be  in  the  treasury  if  necessary 
forever,  before  we  should  touch  it.  As  to  the  distri- 
bution being  a motive  for  severance  of  union,  it  was 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  12,  1842 — CONGRESS. 


a new  doctrine,  for  it  had  heretofore  been  contended 
by  its  opponents  that  it  was  a douceur  to  the  states 
bringing  them  to  the  foot  of  the  general  government. 

Mr.  Calhoun  did  not  regard  the  measure  as  pos- 
sessing the  seeds  of  disunion,  but  he  regarded  it  as 
the  maximum  of  all  unconstitutional  measures. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  that  one  or  more  of  the  beneficia- 
ries refused  to  receive  the  fund,  and  as  the  general 
government  were  its  trustees,  it  became  necessary  to 
know  what  should  be  done  with  it.  The  resolution 
proposed  no  specific  appropriation  of  it  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Wright  said  a sovereign  state  had  refused  to 
receive  this  money,  and  it  went  to  the  treasury  sub- 
ject to  any  demands  on  the  treasury.  If  the  state 
hereafter  calls  for  its  money,  it  would  be  entitled  to 
draw  upon  such  means  as  should  be  in  the  treasury. 
The  inquiry  was  unimpartant  unless  to  obtain  infor- 
mation of  the  disposition  of  the  land  which  the  two 
states  refused  to  receive.  The  reasons  for  not  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  had  already  been  sufficiently  stat- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  proposision  was  whether  we 
should  leave  the  money  in  the  treasury  or  appro- 
priate it.  The  money  did  not  belong  to  Alabama 
until  Alabama  accepted  it.  His  resolution  contem- 
plated any  disposition  of  it.  There  was  no  criminali- 
ty, he  admitted,  in  a state’s  refusal;  but  was  there  no 
offenee  in  disobeying  a law  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Did  the  senator  mean  to  countenance  nullifi- 
cation in  this  sneaking  and  cowardly  form  of  refusing 
to  carry  out  a United  States  law,  instead  of  the  bold 
and  daring  mode  assumed  by  South  Carolina,  when 
she  put  her  hand  upon  her  sword  to  nullify  the  laws 
of  the  land. 

Mr.  Preston  said  that  something  must  be  done 
with  the  money  refused,  and  the  question  was,  what 
shall  be  done?  He  disavowed  that  by  supporting  the 
resolution  he  committed  himself  in  favor  of  its  appro- 
priation to  other  states.  He  desired  to  see  the  land 
distribution  bill  repealed. 

At  five  o’clock  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum , the  se- 
nate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  27 — continued.  Mr.  Bolls  said 
he  had  listened  with  very  great  pleasure  to  the  warm 
and  patriotic  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Underwood),  and  should  have  been  per- 
fectly content  to  have  submitted  the  question  to  the 
house  at  this  time,  but  that  he  differed  so  widely  from 
the  views  of  the  majority  of  this  house,  as  indicated 
by  the  votes  taken,  and  so  widely  from  a large  majo- 
rity of  his  colleagues  upon  this  floor,  and  the  southern 
delegation  in  general,  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  at 
liberty  to  have  the  question  taken  without  submitting 
his  views  on  this  important  subject;  and,  in  doingthis, 
he  did  not  mean  to  become  pledged  to  defend  the  gen- 
eral course  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. — 
The  gentleman  had  said  and  done  many  things  on  this 
floor  which  did  not  meet  his  approbation,  and  in  say- 
ing this  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  He  must  lose  all  respect  for  himself 
before  he  could  bring  himself  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  that  venerable  gentleman;  and  he  meant  no  impu- 
tation on  any  other  gentleman.  He  had  given  some 
evidence  of  these  things.  When  the  gentleman  had 
asked  on  Saturday  last  to  defend  himself  from  the 
charge  of  monomania,  he  had  voted  to  grant  permis- 
sion. When  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  trespas- 
sed on  and  abused  the  courtesy  of  the  house,  he  with- 
drew that  leave;  and  yet  he  was  prepared  to  make 
many  apologies  for  his  course.  From  what  he  had 
seen  of  that  gentleman  on  this  floor,  he  was  inclined 
to  believe  that  he  expressed  very  many  sentiments  in 
the  irritability  of  the  weight  of  years  that  hung  on 
him,  which  his  own  calm  reflection  would  condemn. 
There  was  enough  on  this  floor  passing  under  his  im- 
mediate observation  to  provoke  the  gentleman,  and, 
if  he  might  use  the  expression,  to  “bedevil”  him. 

What  was  the  question  before  the  house?  And 
whit  was  the  offence  committed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts?  The  gentleman  had  presented 
to  this  house  a petition,  not  asking  that  congress 
should  dissolve  this  union  by  an  act  of  legislation,  but 
that  congress  should  devise  measures  by  which  the 
peaceful  dissolution  may  be  effected.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  standing  here  as  one  of  the  pa- 
triots of  the  land,  after  having  been  in  the  service  of 
the  country  for  half  a century,  with  one  foot  stand- 
ing— he  would  say,  if  the  gentleman  would  pardon 
him — on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  asked  that  the  peti- 
tion might  be  referred  to  a committee,  of  which  he 
would  of  course,  in  common  courtesy,  be  placed  at 
the  head,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
■ — what’  Of  appealing  to  his  fellow  citizens,  and  re- 
monstrating with  them  against  the  horrors  of  a disso- 
lution of  the  union.  He  had  told  them  that  this  was 
a feeling  not  confined  to  the  foriy-six  individuals  who 
had  signed  that  petition:  that  it  is  a growing  and  in- 


creasing evil;  and  that  the  sentiment  is  widely  spread 
throughout  the  commonwealth  of  which  he  is  a re- 
presentative. And  he  asked  them  to  permit  him,  as 
a member  of  this  house,  to  present  a remonstrance, 
and  appeal  to  these  petitioners  against  the  folly  of 
their  course.  [Mr.  Adams  bowed  his  head  to  the  ta- 
ble in  assent  to  Mr.  B’s  suggestion  as  to  his  motives.] 
That  was  his  (Mr.  B’s)  understanding  of  the  subject. 
And  on  that  question  the  proposition  was  submitted: 
first,  that  the  gentleman  should  be  censured;  and  then, 
should  deem  it  a mark  of  great  grace  and  mercy  on 
the  part  of  the  house  that  he  was  not  expelled. 

The  question  of  the  dissolution  of  the  union  did  not 
sound  for  the  first  time  on  his  ear,  or  upon  the  ear  of 
the  house.  If  he  mistook  not,  some  three  or  four 
years  ago  a member  from  S.  Carolina,  and  a gentle- 
man now  a member  of  this  body,  prepared  a resolu- 
tion— whether  he  submitted  it  or  not,  or  asked  leave 
to  present  it,  was  not  within  his  recollection — but  he 
knew  that  there  was  a letter  published,  which  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  had  afterwards  avowed  himself 
to  be  the  author  of,  in  which  he  said  that  he  had  had 
in  his  draw  for  sometime  a resolution  asking  con- 
gress for  the  appointment  of  a committee,  consisting 
of  one  member  from  each  state  in  the  union,  to  de- 
vise measures  for  the  dissolution  of  the  union. 

Mr.  William  Butler  here  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  state  what  member  from  South 
Carolina  he  referred  to. 

Mr.  Botls  said  he  had  referred  to  Mr.  Rliett. 

Mr.  Rhett  said,  expecting  this,  [a  laugh]  he  had 
brought  to  the  house  the  document  containing  the 
fact.  He  held  in  his  hand  a pamphlet  from  which  he 
requested  leave  to  read  a single  page.  It  was  a 
pamphlet  containing  an  address  to  his  constituents, 
containing  the  resolutions  alluded  to,  with  a narration 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  prepar- 
ed. It  recites  that  they  were  written  at  his  seat,  but 
not  offered  to  the  house,  during  a speech  delivered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Slade),  who  was 
discussing  the  subject  of  slavery  in  Virginia.  It  was 
on  that  memorable  occasion  when  the  southern  mem- 
bers left  their  seats  and  went  down  stairs  to  delibe- 
rate together  on  this  wanton  aggression  of  their  com- 
mon interests.  He  then  read  the  following  extracts: 

“Before entering  upon  the  merits  of  the  resolutions, 
however,  permit  me  to  remark,  (what  I suppose 
might  be  apparent  to  all),  that  I had  no  expectation 
of  passing  them,  or  of  even  taking  a vote  upon  them. 
They  were  intended  as  amendments  to  a motion  to 
refer  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  abolishing 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I expected  them 
to  share  the  fate  which  inevitably  awaited  the  origi- 
nal motion,  so  soon  as  the  floor  could  have  been  ob- 
tained, viz.  to  be  laid  upon  the  table.  My  design  in 
presenting  them  was,  to  place  before  congress  and  the 
people  what,  in  my  opinion,  was  the  true  issue  uporf 
this  great  and  vital  question;  and  to  point  out  the 
course  of  policy  by  which  it  should  be  met  by  the 
southern  states.  The  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

“and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing proved  inadequate  to  protect  the  southern  states 
in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  pro- 
perty, it  is  expedient  that  the  said  constitution  should 
be  amended,  or  the  union  of  the  states  be  dissolved. 

uResolved,  That  a committee  of  two  members  from 
each  state  in  the  union  be  appointed,  to  report  upon 
the  expediency  and  practicability  of  amending  the 
constitution,  or  the  best  means  of  peaceably  dissolv- 
ing the  union.”  * * * * 

“If,  then,  fellow-citizens,  the  south  is  no  longer  in 
the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  her  rights  and  peculiar 
institutions,  under  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
the  question  arises  upon  the  second  proposition  in  the 
resolution:  Is  it  expedient  that  the  constitution  should 
be  amended,  or  the  union  be  dissolved? 

“Those,  of  course,  who  design  using  the  union  and 
the  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery  in  the  south,  will  recognise  no 
such  expediency.  [ File  extract  then  entered  into  an 
argument  to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  amending 
the  constitution  so  as  to  define  the  fact  which  is 
doubted  at  the  north,  that  congress  has  no  power 
whatever  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
and  that  the  topic  should  be  shut  out  from  its  halls 
altogether,  and  concludes  thus]  “But  I have  no  doubt 
such  amendments  to  the  constitution,  if  proposed  in 
time,  before  the  spirit  of  abolition  has  infected  the 
public  mind,  will  be  adopted.  They  take  nothing 
from  the  north,  while  they  are  necessary  to  the  south.” 

Mr.  Bolts  was  very  willing  to  hear  from  the  gen- 
tleman the  arguments  for  the  motion  he  had  proposed 
to  make.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  know  that  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  had  prepared  and  was  ready  to  offer 
a resolution  to  effect  a dissolution  of  the  union.  He 
did  not  understand  him  whether  he  asked  leave  to 
offer  it. 

[Mr.  Rhett.  I did  not.] 

Mr.  B.  Yet  the  gentleman  himself  who  had  pre- 
pared a resolution,  and  was  ready  and  waiting  only 


the  opportunity  to  present  it  to  the  house,  that  the 
house  should  proceed  to  dissolve  the  union,  that  gen- 
tleman voted  against  laying  on  the  table  the  proposi- 
tion to  censure  or  expel  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. It  was  not  only  the  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  but  of  his  whole  state, 
or  a majority  of  that  state.  They  held  that 
they  had  a right  to  secede  from  the  nnion. — 
If  one  state  had  a right  to  secede,  thirteen  had.  The 
separation  of  one  dissolved  the  union.  The  barrel 
falls  to  pieces  the  moment  one  stave  is  taken  from  the 
hoop.  Gentlemen  would  excuse  him  for  saying, 
with  his  knowledge  of  what  had  transpired  in  this 
house,  that  this  had  appeared  to  him  a great  farce 
from  the  beginning — a perfect  storm  in  a teapot. — 
Talk  about  censuring  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts! Look  at  the  other  end  of  this  avenue?  There 
they  found  a man  standing  at  the  head  of  the  right 
arm  of  the  defence  of  this  nation — he  meant  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy — who,  the  last  time  he  had  had 
a conversation  with  him  on  the  subject,  was  an  open, 
avowed,  undisguised  advocate  of  the  immediate  dis- 
solution of  the  union. 

Mr.  Wise.  I deny  it. 

Mr.  Bolts.  What  authority  have  you?  Do  you 
keep  a record  of  the  conversations  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy? 

[Cries  of  “order,”  “order.”] 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  hoped  his  colleague  would  not  fly 
into  a flame.  He  did  not  mean  to  offend  him;  but  to 
say  this,  that  he  did  not  believe  any  man  as  authority, 
from  conversation,  from  reading,  or  any  other  source, 
for  saying  that  the  (.resent  secretary  of  the  navy  ever 
went  for  the  unqualified  dissolution  of  the  union.  If 
he  ever  advanced  this  idea  of  dissolution,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  undertook  to  say  now  j&Miis  place,  and  would 
risk  it  on  his  authority,  that]  iflhe  ever  avowed  such 
a doctrine,  it  was  on  qualifications,  conditions,  and 
reasons  which  the  secretary  could  defend. 

Mr.  Bolts  said  he  had  been  induced,  for  some  time, 
to  regard  his  colleague  as  the  keeper  of  the  conscience 
of  the  king,  but  had  not  considered  him  the  keeper  of 
the  consciences  of  all  connected  with  the  king.  Nor 
did  he  recognise  his  right  to  say  what  was  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  one  of  the  secretaries  of  Mr.  Tyler’s 
administration.  He  (Mr.  B.)  asserted  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility that  he  had  expressed  such  an  idea.  He 
had  talked  with  him  for  hours;  and  when  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  denied  it,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  prove 
his  statement.  You  (said  Mr.  B.  addressing  himself 
to  Mr.  Wise)  have  no  right  to  deny  it. 

The  spealeer  said  the  gentleman  had  no  right  to  ad- 
dress a member  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Botts  repeated  that,  when  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  denied  it,  he  would  undertake  to  prove  his  state- 
ment. He  challenged  him  to  the  proof.  If  there 
were  to  be  any  charges  for  high  treason,  he  demand- 
ed that  the  secretary  of  the  navy  should  be  put  on  his 
trial.  He  was  the  man.  Do  not  talk  about  expelling 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  this  hall  who  was  dis- 
charging his  duty.  He  believed  the  gentleman  would 
present  any  petition.  He  was  but  discharging  what 
he  regarded  as  a constitutional  and  conscientious 
obligation  by  presenting  the  petition  here.  For  his 
part,  if  he  were  not  afraid  the  gentleman  would  abuse 
this  courtesy,  he  should  be  most  happy  to  afford  him 
the  opportunity  of  presenting  that  paper  to  the  Ame- 
rican people,  to  set  forth  in  striking  lights  the  horrors 
which  would  result  from  a dissolution  of  the  union- 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  operate  as  a cor- 
rective. He  (Mr.  B.)  had  been  looking  for  this  for 
some  years  past.  He  had  been  predicting  that  it 
would  result  in  an  application  from  the  northern  states 
of  this  kind.  He  believed  that  the  fatal  Qlst  rule  had 
been  the  entering  wedge  to  that  excitement  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  was  increas- 
ing. When  the  northern  states  got  the  power  of  de- 
nying the  right  to  the  southern  states  of  presenting 
any  petition  which  they  might  consider  a grievance 
he  ventured  to  say  that  they  would  have  such  peti- 
tions from  the  south.  He  regarded  that  improper 
designs  had  been  imputed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  this  floor.  His  course  had  been 
dictated  from  the  purest  considerations  of  patriotism. 
He  regarded  the  gentleman  as  having  been  treated 
with  cruel  severity  by  the  representatives  in  this  bodv, 
and  he  hoped  the  question  would  have  been  taken 
without  an  angry  debate.  If  he  had  not  received  the 
floor  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he  would 
himself  have  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  follow  up  his 
remarks  with  this  motion. 

Mr.  Arnold,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  we  had  truly 
“fallen  on  evil  times.”  What  a spectacle  had  that 
house  presented  for  the  last  three  or  four  days  he 
might  say  the  last  five  days,  and,  indeed,  since  its 
first  assembling  at  the  extra  session.  He  might  even 
go  back  further  than  that;  for  the  last  seven  years 
scenes  of  this  kind  had  been  occurring,  and  with  in- 
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creasing  frequency,  and  growing  worse  and  worse, 
till  now  a stranger  could  not  contemplate  that  house 
from  the  gallery  without  being  reminded  of  the 
bloody  French  revolution.  It  was  impossioie  to  re-  j 
store  or  to  preserve  order;  the  speaker  had  done 
every  thing  in  his  power,  but  in  vain.  What  could 
the  puny  arm  of  any  speaker  effect  when  gentlemen 
openly  braved  the  authority  both  of  the  speaker  and 
of  the  house?  Mr.  A.  went  on  to  allude  to  some 
particulars  of  disorder  which  had  recently  occurred, 
during  which  he  was  several  times  interrupted,  and  i 
explanations  passed;  but  Mr.  A.  proclaimed  himself 
as  belonging  to  the  peace  party,  and  desired  to  avoid 
coming  into  personal  collisions  with  gentlemen.  If 
they  wish  to  bully  or  to  fight,  he  begged  them  not  to 
come  to  him;  there  were  still  a few  of  the  Seminoles 
left;  let  them  go  and  show  their  valor  upon  them. 
He  appealed  to  gentlemen  in  behalf  of  the  order  of 
the  house,  and  in  the  name  of  that  country  for  which 
his  and  their  fathers  had  fought  and  bled.  [A  laugh.] 
Could  gentlemen  laugh  at  that?  If  they  did,  he 
asked  if  banditti  could  behave  worse?  He  was  entire- 
ly serious,  and  nothing  was  further  from  his  purpose 
than  to  provoke  meriment;  jokes  were  now  out  of 
time  as  well  as  out  of  place. 

Mr.  A.  went  on  to  argue  the  necessity  of  observ- 
ing order.  If  gentlemen  were  determined  to  resist 
the  authority  of  the  body,  they  ought  to  leave  it.  He 
alluded  to  a contest  during  the  called  session,  in 
which  his  life  had  been  in  imminent  peril  from  per- 
sonal violence;  and  during  the  present  session,  and 
within  a few  days,  he  had  been  bullied,  apparently 
by  concert  and  understanding,  by  a member  who, 
he  was  told,  came  from  Louisiana,  and  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  democratic  version  coming  to  his 

seat,  told  him  “he  was  a d d coward”  and  “a 

d d blackguard,”  and  that,  if  he  did  not  be- 

have better,  “he  would  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to 
ear.”  He  would  not  condescend  to  either  admit 
or  deny  this  democratic  version.  Mr.  A.  had  de- 
clined getting  into  the  difficulty,  and  gave  gen- 
tlemen fair  notice  that  he  belonged  to  the  peace 
party.  If  the  democracy  employed  persons  to 
bully  members  here,  he  hoped  that  if  any  of 
them  came  to  cut  his  throat  he  would  make  a mis- 
take and  cut  his  own,  which  would  be  a great  deal 
better.  [A  laugh.] 

[Mr.  Rhett  here  rose  to  call  Mr.  A.  to  order  for  ir- 
relevancy.] 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  speaking  of  the  disorders  of 
this  house,  and  if  there  could  be  a case  more  directly 
relevant  to  that  subject  on  the  face  of  God  Almighty’s 
globe,  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  it.  If  the  democra- 
cy choose  to  laugh  at  these  things,  let  them;  he 
thought  they  were  better  calculated  to  make  a man’s 
blood  curdle  in  his  veins.  Was  a man’s  life  to  be 
threatened  because  he  endeavored  to  support  the 
chair  in  enforcing  the  order  of  a legislative  body? 
But  let  gentlemen  take  their  course;  neither  pistols 
nor  Bowie  knives  should  ever  avail  to  induce  him  to 
swerve  a hair’s  breadth  from  the  path  of  his  duty. 
If  they  chose  for  this  to  murder  him,  let  him  try  it: 
“a  coward  died  many  deaths,  a brave  man  could  die 
but  once.”  These  frequent  scenes  of  uproar  and  dis- 
order had  operated  as  impediments,  as  chevaux  de 
frises,  in  the  channel  of  legislation,  and  the  people  ob- 
served and  oomplained  of  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  a word  or  two  to  the  aged  gen- 
ie man  from  Massachusetts  and  the  young  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  In  offering  them  he  meant  no  offence. 
The  gentleman’s  locks  were  bleached  by  the  snows 
of  four  score  years;  his  palsied  hand  might  daily  be 
witnessed  by  every  gentleman  who  observed  him  in 
his  seat,  or  when  addressing  the  house;  his  feeble 
step  in  the  streets  admonished  all  who  looked  upon 
him  that  he  was  near  that  bourne  from  which  no 
traveller  returns.  He  could  say  nothing  willingly  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  such  a man.  And  he  confessed 
that  it  gave  him  pain  to  see  him  bearded  and  assailed, 
again  and  again,  from  day  to  day,  by  those  who  were, 
in  comparison,  but  beardless  boys;  nor  did  it  cause 
him  less  regret  to  see  that  venerable  man,  when  thus 
provoked,  giving  vent  to  his  passions  in  the  manner 
that  was  too  often  witnessed  here.  True,  it  was 
very  natural,  but  yet  it  was  greatly  to  be  regretted. 
The  gentleman’s  indomitable  spirit  was  perfectly 
known  to  those  who  ve^ed  him,  and  that  no  opposi- 
tion could  ever  swerve  him  in  the  least  degree,  when 
he  supposed  himself  to  be  in  the  right;  and  he  there- 
fore the  more  regretted  to  see  these  boys  getting  up 
and  rasping  and  chafing  and  bullying  him.  Yes, 
boys— who  were  but  of  yesterday,  in  comparison  to 
him,  and  who  were  not  out  of  their  swaddling  clothes 
when  that  gentleman  was  serving  his  country  in  the 
highest  stations.  Mr.  A.  had  long  known  the  cha- 
racter of  the  gentleman  as  a politician;  he  was  among 
the  boldest  and  most  fearless;  he  never  fought  under 
a false  flag,  but  “wore  his  heart  upon  the  sleeve  for 
every  daw  to  pick  at.”  Mr.  A.  adverted  to  the  days 
in  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  the  gen- 


tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  and  himself,  had 
fought  side  by  side  under  the  same  flag,  and  though 
he  did  not  approve  of  all  the  gentleman  did,  he  was 
still  disposed  to 

“Be  to  his  faults  a little  blind, 

Be  to  his  virtues  very  kind.” 

He  had  hoped  these  disgraceful  scenes  had  now 
reached  their  crisis.  He  had  been  amazed — or,  to 
use  a western  phrase,  he  had  been  “ stumped ” at  the 
position  occupied  within  these  last  few  days  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  the  young  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia — to  see  two  members  of  this 
house  attacking  each  other  as  if  they  were  ready  to 
tear  each  other’s  eyes  out!  and  yet,  while  they  were 
thus  assailing  each  other  with  the  utmost  vehemence, 
he  believed,  all  the  while,  their  course,  in  effect, 
tended  to  the  very  same  point;  that  was,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was,  in  the  sense  charg- 
ed by  his  opponent,  an  abolitionist,  (but  this  Mr.  A. 
denied).  He  hoped  he  should  not  offend  the  young 
gentleman  from  Virginia  if  he  said  that  his  efforts 
yesterday  and  the  day  before — his  violent,  furious, 
and  vindictive  assault  on  one  so  much  his  senior,  and 
his  readings  by  the  hour  from  abolition  documents, 
were  all  so  many  more  potent  instruments  in  the  hands 
of  the  abolitionists  than  any  thing  else  on  the  face  of 
the  globe;  it  would  do  more  to  advance  their  cause 
than  any  thing  that  had  ever  yet  been  done  in  this 
country.  The  gentleman  had  told  them  and  told  the 
country  that  they  were  backed  by  the  mighty  power 
of  England,  and  that  of  all  the  crowned  heads  of  Eu- 
rope; they  were  all  in  a general  combination  to  push 
on  this  cause;  and,  superadded  to  all,  that  they  had 
the  aid  of  a powerful  English  party  in  this  country, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  On  this  gentleman’s  power  and 
abilities  he  had  dwelt  in  the  very  highest  terms, 
and  had  sent  forth  this  from  this  hall  of  congress  to 
the  four  winds  of  heaven.  Was  any  thing,  could 
any  thing  be  better  calculated  to  stir  up  every  aboli- 
tionst  in  the  land  to  fresh  activity,  and  to  make  him 
feel  that  now  was  the  accepted  time?  Had  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  been  an  abolitionist  in 
the  most  exceptionable  sense  of  that  term,  he  might 
have  struggled  for  years,  ay  till  the  grave  had  cover- 
ed him,  and  not  done  as  much  to  aid  the  designs  of 
those  men  as  would  be  accomplished  by  these  unfor- 
tunate admissions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
He  had  told  them  that  there  were  millions  of  slaves 
ready  at  the  the  first  sound  of  the  tocsin,  at  the  first 
gleam  of  the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  to  leap  forth 
and  strike  for  emancipation,  and  there  was  a power- 
ful army  levied  in  the  West -Indies,  and  another  in 
Canada,  ready  to  aid  them.  But  as  to  what  the  gen- 
tleman had  said  about  an  English  party  in  this  coun- 
try, it  was  a calumny  on  the  people  of  this  union. 
Mr.  A.  denied  it:  there  was  no  such  British  party: 
he  said  it  sounded  very  much  like  the  remnant  of  an 
old  stump  speech  [a  laugh]  prepared  for  some  ob- 
scure neighborhood  where  the  people  did  not  read 
much;  and  it  put  Mr.  A.  in  mind  of  a speech  he  had 
once  heard  delivered  with  great  vehemence  by  a 
stump  orator  in  the  west  before  an  election,  who 
when  he  got  down  from  the  stump,  said  to  Mr.  A. 
with  a laugh,  “did  I not  put  it  into  them  about  a Bri- 
tish party?  I know  they  hate  Adams,  and  I thought 
that  more  likely  to  go  down  with  them  than  any  thing 
else  I could  say!”  Mr.  A.  had  seen  the  same  farce 
played  off  more  than  once;  but  it  was  now  most  un- 
timely. 

Mr.  A.  next  proceeded  to  notice  some  very  extra- 
ordinary points  of  coincidence  between  the  aged  and 
venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  the 
young  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  young  gentle- 
man had  charged  Mr.  A.  with  being  a federalist, 
and  a descendant  of  the  federal  aristocracy;  and  then 
made  a great  flourish  about  his  own  descent  from  the 
old  federalists  of  Virginia,  and  of  his  family  being 
associated  with  the  Marshalls.  Nay,  he  had  not  a 
relative,  living  or  dead,  on  the  ground  or  under  it, 
who  was  not  a federalist;  and  he  did  not  intend  to 
hear  them  abused  here.  Here,  then,  were  a couple 
of  federalists,  whose  apparent  conflict  so  completely 
tended  one  way,  that  a bystander  might  suppose  it  a 
sham  fight — that  they  were,  in  reality,  kith  and  kin, 
and  allies,  leagued  together  to  help  up  the  cause  of 
abolition. 

[Here  some  explanations  passed,  in  which  Mr. 
Wise  denied  his  having  ever  admitted  that  he  was  or 
ever  had  been  himself  a federalist.] 

Mr.  A.  admitted  this,  but  his  family  were;  and 
what  was  bred  in  the  bone  was  hard  to  get  out  of  the 
flesh.  [A  laugh.]  All  his  fathers  had  lived  and 
died  federalists:  he,  alone,  was  a democrat.  That  cir- 
cumstance, alone,  was  enough  to  subject  him  to  sus- 
picion. He  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
very  often  voted  together  on  great  national  questions; 
and  he  believed  they  were  both  what  were  called 
“Tyler  whigs,”  and  supporters  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration. Mr.  A.  understood  such  to  be  the 


sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 

and  that  he  was  opposed  to  restricting  the  veto, 
as  proposed  by  a distinguished  senator  in  the  other 
house. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  a Tyler  whig, 
of  course;  but  Mr.  A.  must  say  he  thought  that  he 
had  observed  of  late  that  the  gentleman  was  shifting 
his  sails  a little.  Probably  he  perceived  that  Captain 
Tyler  was  likely  to  get  nothing  more  than  corporal’s 
guard,  and  that  at  the  same  time  he  noticed  with  sa- 
tisfaction the  very  loving  attachment  and  loyalty 
manifested  toward  himself  by  that  modern  “demo- 
cracy” which  nobody  living  had  so  excoriated  for 
years  as  that  very  gentleman.  Oh,  if  any  thing  was 
calculated  to  fill  a man’s  soul  with  disgust,  it  was  to 
see  these  men,  on  whom  he  had  once  heaped  the  most 
vituperative  epithets  that  the  language  afforded,  now 
consulting  him  on  all  occasions,  and  ready  to  fawn 
and  lick  his  very  feet!  But  a whipped  cm-  was  ever 
the  most  fawning  dog. 

According  to  appearances,  Mr.  A.  rather  suspected 
that  “Captain  Tyler”  would  before  very  long  be  left 
even  without  so  much  as  the  corporal’s  guard  which 
now  adhere  to  him.  The  country,  it  would  seem, 
was  to  be  divided  between  a great  whig  party  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  old  locofoco  party 
headed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  [A  laugh.] 
Coming  events  were  said  to  cast  their  shadows  before; 
and  it  seemed  likely  that  the  redoubtable  Captain  Ty- 
ler, in  attempting  to  sit  upon  two  stools,  would  come 
flat  on  the  ground — a fate  he  well  deserved,  as  every 
traitor  did. 

Such  being  the  coincidences  between  those  two 
brother  federalists,  Mr.  A.  thought  that  they  ought 
to  make  up  and  meet  as  friends  Indeed,  they  seem- 
ed made  for  each  other,  they  were  so  nearly  alike  in 
their  tempers  and  passions.  Both  were  of  the  ge- 
nuine federal  stock— both  were  opposed  to  abolition 
— and  they  were  pro  tempore  at  least,  both  suppor- 
ters of  the  present  administration.  Clearly,  then, 
they  ought  to  shake  hands.  They  were  both  ruling 
spirits  of  disorganization  and  confusion  in  this  house; 
and  they  were,  in  the  respect,  such  a complete  match, 
that  Mr.  A.  had  more  than  once  remarked  that  if 
they  were  put  in  a bag  together,  and  well  shaken, 
he  did  not  know  which  would  fall  out  first.  (Laugh- 
ter.] 

Having  said  thus  much  to  the  young  gentleman  from 
Virginia;  who  he  hoped  would  take  no  offence  at  it, 
for  he  had  a terrible  horror  of  coming  in  contact  with 
that  gentleman.  [Laugh.] 

Mr.  Wise.  The  gentleman  can’t  offend  me. 

Mr.  Arnold.  I am  glad,  indeed,  to  hear  that  I can’t 
make  the  gentleman  mad.  Indeed,  I think  he  is  in  a 
much  better  humor  to-day  that  I have  seen  him  for  a 
long  time.  He  does  not  look  near  so  cross  and  fiery 
as  he  did  yesterday.  I am  in  hopes  that  the  advice 
I have  given  him  has  done  him  good;  and  were  it  not 
that  “the  democracy”  have  so  much  stronger  temp- 
tations for  him  than  I can  pretend  to  have,  I should 
really  begin  to  hope  that  I had  made  a convert  of 
him. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  pursued  a different  course  from 
that  of  many  of  his  colleagues  on  the  subject  of  peti- 
tions. He  felt  enmity  to  none  of  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  was  actuated  by  a very  friendly  feeling,  and 
he  had  wrestled  with  himself  and  had  tried  his  best 
to  join  them — he  did  not  say  to  satisfy  his  conscience, 
for,  since  a certain  event,  that  word  had  become  a 
stink  in  the  land. 

After  some  remarks  in  which  Mr.  A.  referred  to 
his  course  at  the  opening  of  the  preseut  session,  his 
endeavors  to  enforce  order  and  his  determination  to 
do  his  opponents  ample  justice,  and  the  feelings  of 
disappointment  he  had  experienced,  he  said  that  he 
now  wished  to  address  a word  to  his  southern  neigh- 
bors and  colleagues.  It  had  been  a painful  thing  to 
him  to  separate  from  them  in  relation  to  the  policy 
to  be  pursued  towards  enforcing  the  21st  rule  and  to- 
wards the  right  of  petition  generally.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Underwood)  had  anticipated 
much  of  what  he  had  intended  to  say  on  that  subject, 
and  had  said  it  much  better  than  Mr.  A.  could  pre- 
tend to  do,  and  he  would  take  this  occasion  of  render- 
ing his  thanks  as  well  to  that  gentleman  as  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  near  him  (Mr.  Bolts ) for  the 
exhibition  they  had  this  day  made  of  that  rare  virtue 
among  politicians,  moral  courage.  Yes,  it  was  a 
rare  virtue,  and  the  want  of  it  was  the  greatest  evil 
that  had  long  afflicted  the  political  condition  of  this 
country.  Gentlemen  were  continually  consulting  and 
inquiring,  and  whatever  might  be  their  convictions  of 
right,  would  go  for  nothing  unless  all  their  friends 
went  with  them.  If  he  were  asked  what  was  the 
greatest  calamity  that  exhibited  itself  in  our  publio 
affairs,  his  answer  would  be,  a want  of  sufficient  mo- 
ral courage  in  our  politicians  to  do  what  they  saw  and 
believed  to  be  right. 

He  would  now  address  a few  words  to  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  We  had  now  reached  a 
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crisis  on  this  matter  of  petition  when  one  side  or  the 
other  must  give  way,  or  the  union  bedissolved  and  its 
destruction  be  followed  by  all  the  horrors  of  civil 
war.  What  good  result  could  arise  from  keeping 
open  the  question  on  this  21st  rule?  When  a petition 
was  sent  to  a member  in  that  house,  no  matter  how 
much  he  might  disapprove  the  object  prayed  for, 
with  what  reluctance  was  it  that  he  refused  to  pre- 
sent the  petition,  particularly  if  he  was  pretty  hard 
run  in  ,his  district,  and  had  been  elected  but  by  a 
small  majority. 

Mr.  A.  would  take  the  broad  ground,  and  affirm 
that  to  maintain  that  the  people  have  no  right  to  pe- 
tition in  all  cases  was  tantamount  to  saying  that  they 
were  not  capable  of  self-government,  than  which  no 
greater  heresy  could  be  uttered  against  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  free  democratic  government. — 
The  people  were  the  rightful  sovereigns  of  the  land; 
in  their  hands  were  the  issues  of  political  life  and 
death.  To  refuse  them  the  right  of  expressing  their 
wishes  to  their  own  representatives  was  rank  aristo- 
cracy; it  was  the  doctrine  of  the  few  governing  the 
many. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Underwood) 
had  laid  it  down  as  a principle  that  in  a case  where 
congress  had  no  right  to  grant  a petition,  the  petition 
ought  not  to'be  received.  Now,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was  a cool,  deliberate  anti  judicious  man, 
and  his  authority  had  weight  on  the  one  hand,  but  on 
the  other,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whom 
even  his  opponent  from  Virginia  had  admitted  to  be 
one  of  the  first  men  of  the  land,  the  greatest  diplo- 
matist, and  the  best  judge  of  international  law  at  pre- 
sent living,  and  whose  original  intellect,  though  he 
now  approached  four  score,  still  sparkled  in  all  its 
brilliancy,  and  threw  its  light  on  every  thing  he 
touched,  this  gentleman  maintained  that  the  right  of 
petition  stood  on  equal  ground  with  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press.  Who  should  decide  when 
doctors  disagreed?  Mr.  A.  confessed  that  he  was 
afraid  to  vote  against  the  right  of  petition,  because  he 
did  not  know  how  soon  the  south  might  come  here  as 
a petitioner  herself.  It  was  a constitutional  right, 
and  he  thought  that  petitions  had  better,  in  all  cases, 
be  received.  He  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Botts ) for  the  judicious  views  he  had  ex- 
pressed on  that  subject. 

On  this  principle  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  acted,  and  for  this  it  was  proposed  to  cen- 
sure him.  Was  it  possible  that  that  gentleman  could 
desire  the  dissolution  of  the  union?  What  conceiva- 
ble motive  could  he  have  to  attempt  such  a thing? — 
Standing,  as  he  did,  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  hav- 
ing no  expectation  of  a higher  station  than  he  now 
occupied,  being  past  the  era  of  aspiring  and  grasping 
ambition,  his  name  was  all  he  now  possessed,  and  that 
he  wished  to  leave  to  his  descendants  bright  and  shin- 
ing as  the  noon  day  sun.  Should  he  succeed  in  dis- 
solving or  even  attempt  to  dissolve  the  union  of  these 
states,  he  well  knew  that  it  must  damn  his  name  to 
all  posterity;  and,  instead  of  going  down  in  a blaze  of 
glory,  it  would  sink  in  darkness,  shame  and  lasting 
contempt.  Was  it  likely  that  the  son  of  old  John 
Adams,  that  man  whose  independent  mind  preferred 
Washington,  though  a Virginian,  as  the  commander- 
in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  revolution,  and  whose 
voice  had  first  raised  the  sound  of  independence  and 
delivered  us  from  a foreign  yoke,  was  it  his  son  who 
would  plot  treason?  No,  he  never  could  believe  it. 
He  had  presented  this  petition  because  he  wanted,  as 
the  last  and  most  glorious  act  of  a long  life,  to  send 
forth,  in  these  times  of  general  confusion  and  politi- 
cal degeneracy,  a paper  with  healing  in  its  wings,  a 
report  directly  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
and  which  should  state  in  a luminous  and  convincing 
manner  all  the  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  union. — 
Mr.  A.  wanted  to  see  such  a paper  from  his  hand.  If 
it  should  even  squint  toward  dissolving  the  union,  or 
intermeddling  with  the  question  of  slavery  among  the 
6tates  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  should  be 
greatly  disappointed  and  astonished.  But  he  should 
like  to  see  in  letters  of  living  light,  from  the  able  pen 
of  that  venerable  patriot,  an  argument  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  this  union.  Such  a paper  he  should  be  ready 
to  esteem  next  to  that  farewell  address  which  had 
been  read  on  the  present  occasion;  and  sure  he  was 
that,  when  that  paper  should  be  submitted  to  the 
public  eye,  all  doubts  as  to  the  purity  and  patriotism 
of  its  author  would  forever  vanish,  and  he  would  stand 
before  this  nation  and  before  all  posterity  as  a patri- 
ot alone. 

But,  for  the  crime  of  presenting  a petition  with 
Buc'n  an  object  in  view,  the  house  was  to  put  on  re- 
cord against  him  a charge  of  aiding  in  high  treason, 
and  in  suborning  the  members  of  that  house  to  the 
commission  of  perjury;  and  he  was  to  consider  it  qs  a 
great  favor  that  the  house  did  not  expel  him,  but  con- 
tented itself  with  giving  him  a reprimand.  Mr.  A. 
should  like  to  witness  the  spectacle.  He  should  like 
to  see  that  gentleman  standing  at  the  bar,  with  his 


palsied  hand,  his  bare  head,  and  whitened  locks,  to 
be  rebuked  by  the  speaker,  comparatively  a mere 
boy,  after  having  been  visited  with  the  vituperation 
and  vindictive  persecution  of  another,  as  much  a boy 
in  comparison.  What  a spectacle!  Mr.  A.  turned 
from  the  thought  with  loathing  and  disgust,  and  so 
would  the  nation.  So  far  from  helping  the  cause  of 
the  south,  it  would  kindle  up  against  her  a blaze  high 
as  the  very  heavens.  He  was  against  it — utterly 
and  totally  against  it — from  principle  and  from  policy 
too. 

Now,  there  was  a little  fact  which  had  come  to  his 
knowledge,  and  which  he  wanted  to  state  on  this 
matter.  He  was  told  that  the  leading  man  among 
the  signers  of  that  treasonable  petition  was  himself  a 
modern  loco  foco,  a Van  Buren  man,  who  ran  on  the 
loco  foco  ticket  as  a candidate  for  the  senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  man  was  a disunionist,  and  that  very 
fact  probably  had  constituted  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  wliigs  refused  to  receive  him.  This  fact  showed 
the  villainy  of  the  farce  which  it  was  here  attempted 
to  play.  Who  were  the  men  that  were  thirsting  for 
the  blood  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
crying  out  “crucify,  crucify?”  They  were  the  poli- 
tical associates  of  the  very  man  who  had  headed  this 
petition.  Who  was  he?  His  name  was  Nathan 
Webster;  no  relation  of  Daniel,  although  as  to  Daniel 
himself  Mr.  A.  did  not  know  exactly  how  he  was  now 
figuring  before  the  nation.  He  greatly  feared  that 
he  would  turn  out  a real  New  Hampshire  man,  and 
that  was  but  another  name  for  a man  who  loved  office 
more  than  he  loved  his  country.  Daniel,  however, 
had  at  least  this  praise,  that  he  had  never  set  himself 
against  this  union.  And  now  what  was  the  house 
going  to  do?  To  punish  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts for  presenting  here  a petition  which  their 
own  political  friends  had  sent  to  him.  Was  this  a 
proof  that  he  wanted  the  union  dissolved?  If  it  prov- 
ed any  thing,  it  proved  that  the  political  friends  of 
gentlemen  here  were  enemies  of  the  union.  All  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  desired  was  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  replying  to  these  petitioners,  and, 
if  he  once  got  that  opportunity,  Mr.  Arnold  would  be- 
come security  that  Mr.  Nathan  Webster  would  ne- 
ver send  another  such  petition  here. 

What  a farce  was  this  whole  matter  of  the  21st 
rule!  What  a perfect  failure?  The  house  had  been 
more  perplexed  with  it  than  it  would  have  been  with- 
out it,  because,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  no  rule 
could  be  adopted  that  would  not  have  that  effect. 
Gentlemen  might  as  well  attempt  to  dam  up  the 
waters  of  the  Niagara  as  to  attempt  to  stay  this  right 
of  petition.  And,  after  all,  what  had  the  south  gain- 
ed by  this  rule?  Its  only  effect  was  to  combine 
with  abolitionists  all  the  multitudes  who  contend  for 
the  right  of  petition.  It  gained  them  converts  by  the 
hundred,  by  the  thousand.  It  exasperated  the  minds 
of  the  people,  disgusted  them  with  their  government;, 
made  them  care  less  and  less  for  the  union,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  its  dissolution.  The  free  states. had 
now  a majority  of  forty-four  in  that  house,  Under 
the  new  census  they  would  have  fifty-three.  The 
cause  of  the  slaveholding  states  was  getting  weaker 
and  weaker,  and  what  were  they  to  do?  Gentlemen 
preached  to  them  that  they  must  rely  on  the  modern 
democracy  of  the  north.  God  deliver  them  from 
such  an  alliance!  A gentleman  from  N.  Hampshire 
had  called  that  state  the  Switzerland  of  America,  and 
he  spoke  truly,  for  her  inhabitants  were'  Swiss.  [A 
laugh.]  They  always  fought  for  those  who  paid 
most.  There  was  but  one  way  to  keep  their  friend- 
ship, and  that  was  to  bait  them  well  with  offices. 
Those  who  depend  on  such  allies,  trusted  to  a broken 
staff,  they  trod  upon  ground  covered  with  deceitful 
ashes.  As  soon  as  the  south  should  attempt  to  do 
justice  between  man  and  man,  these  mercenary 
Swiss  would  instantly  desert  them;  ay,  and  would 
be  ready  to  turn  round  and  aid  the  blacks  in  cutting 
their  throats. 

Mr.  A.  was  ready  to  concede  the  right  of  petition, 
but  he  would  never  yield  the  right  to  interfere  with 
slavery  within  the  states,  where  it  had  been  recog- 
nised by  the  constitution.  This  had  been  done  in  three 
distinct  articles  of  that  sacred  covenant.  The  south 
stood  upon  her  rights,  and  insisted  upon  being  let 
alone.  If  they  were  joined  to  their  idols,  let  them 
alone.”  If  they  had  a cancer  which  was  eating  into 
their  vitals,  they  did  not  want  the  northern  probe 
rudely  thrust  in  to  take  what  little  life  they  had  left. 
All  such  interference  only  riveted  the  chains  of  the 
slave.  The  north  might  enrich  their  fields  with 
blood  and  consume  their  dwellings  with  conflagra- 
tion, but  forcible  emancipation  never  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  so  long  as  life  and  breath  remained.  A 
political  and  civil  equality  between  whites  and  blacks 
never  could  be  established  in  those  states.  The 
thought  of  it  was  vain;  slavery  was  their  misfortune, 
not  their  crime.  It  was  here,  and  how  was  it  to  be 
gotten  rid  of?  The  northern  remedies  were  worse 
than  the  disease.  Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  south- 
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ern  men  would  ever  suffer  their  daughters  to  be  the 
associates  of  Quashipompo  or  enter  into  alliance 
with  negro  husbands?  Did  they  themselves  desire  to 
sit  in  this  house  cheek-by-jpwl  with  a woolly  headed 
member,  who  need  no  musk  to  give  him  perfume? 
He  had  confidence  in  his  northern  brethren;  he  could 
not  believe  that  they  wanted  to  invade  the  south  and 
help  the  slaves  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  wives  and 
children.  They  could  not  desire  to  see  the  flames  of 
their  habitations  quenched  by  human  blood. 

His  friend  before  him,  (Mr.  Slade),  was  said  to  be 
an  abolitionist;  but  he  had  lived  six  months  in  the 
same  house  with  him,  ten  years  ago,  and  had  been 
on  familiar  terms  with  him,  and  had  never  heard  the 
subject  of  abolition  mentioned.  Would  that  man 
lend  his  aid  in  effectingsuch  a result?  No:  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  Christiain  religion — it  was  against  all 
the  better  feelings  of  our  nature.  The  pretext  for 
opposing  slavery  was  a Christian  feeling  of  humani- 
ty; and  could  humanity,  could  Christianity,  lead  men 
to  abet  insurrection,  devastation  and  bloodshed?  Mr. 
A.  had  supported  a northern  president,  and  that  when 
the  billows  of  Jacksonism  were  rolling  in  a flood 
over  the  land.  He  had  voted  for  a Massachusetts 
man  in  spite  of  every  thing;  and  now  he  turned  to 
the  north,  and  said  to  the  northern  brethren,  “Letu3 
alone,”  He  was  willing  to  receive  their  petitions 
under  the  constitution:  they  must  be  willing  to  sur- 
render up  fugitive  slaves,  and  to  resist  a servile  war, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  same  sacred  instrument. 

And  now  he  would  add  one  word  to  his  southern 
friends.  He  would  ask  them  what  the  south  had  to 
rely  on  if  the  union  were  dissolved?  Suppose  the 
dissolution  could  be  peaceably  effected,  (if  that  did 
involve  a contradiction  in  terms),  what  had  the 
south  to  depend  upon?  All  the  crowned  heads  were 
against  her.  A million  of  slaves  were  ready  to  raise, 
and  tap  for  freedom  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum. — 
Were  they  to  cut  loose  from  their  friends  at  the  north, 
(friends  they  ought  to  be,  and  without  them  the 
south  had  no  friends),  whither  were  they  to  look  for 
protection?  How  were  they  to  sustain  an  assault 
from  England  or  France,  with  that  cancer  at  their 
vitals?  The  more  the  south  reflected,  the  more  clear- 
ly she  must  see  that  she  had  a deep  and  vital  interest 
in  maintaining  the  union. 

Mr.  A.  had  been  gratified  to  hear  the  farewell  ad- 
dress of  the  father  of  his  country  read  in  that  hall. 
He  loved  to  hear  it.  He  ever  made  Washington  his 
model,  considering  as  he  did  that  purity  and  integrity 
were  the  two  leading  virtues  of  his  character,  and 
he  had  ever  believed  that  purity  and  integrity  were 
above  wisdom  and  tact. 

The  young  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  told  the 
house  that  he  was  not  descended  from  the  aristocra- 
cy of  the  land;  neither  was  Mr.  A.  As  a celebrat- 
ed democratic  orator  in  a certain  western  legislature 
had  said  when  defending  Captain  Tyler,  “he  was 
descended  from  the  Pilgrim  family  that  landed  on 
Plymouth  Rock  in  the  Old  Dominion,  commonly  call- 
ed the  state  of  Virginia.”  His  father  had  been  no 
federalist  but  a Jeffersonian  democrat.  He  would 
as  lief  have  been  called  a mad  dog  as  called  a fede- 
ralist. At  the  very  sound  of  the  word  he  laid  his 
hand  on  his  broad  axe.  He  must  say  that  he  thought 
his  young  friend  had  been  particularly  unfortunate 
as  a friend  to  the  philosopher  of  Monticello  in  allud- 
ing to  his  “domestic  relations.”  None  were  without 
their  foibles,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  had  his;  but  no  friend 
of  his  memory  acted  prudently  in  referring  to  that 
part  of  his  character.  Mr.  A.  here  related  some 
anecdotes  of  his  own  early  history,  illustrative 
of  his  father’s  attachment  to  Mr.  Jefferson’s  fame; 
and  then  related  the  particulars  of  a visit  he  had 
made  to  Mount  Vernon,  the  feelings  of  solemn  vene- 
ration with  which  he  had  been  led  through  apart- 
ments once  familiar  to  General  Washington,  and  the 
effect  of  a solitary  visit  to  his  tomb,  where  Mr.  A. 
had  solemnly  vowed,  iti  the  presence  of  God  and  of 
the  ashes  of  that  departed  sage  grid  hero,  to  make 
his  principles  the  guide  of  his  life.  Nor  had  he  ever 
broken  his  vow.  He  afterwards  made  a similar  visit 
to  Monticello,  and,  in  inquiring  in  the  vicinity  as  to 
the  private  character  and  deportment  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, had  become  ahundantly  satisfied  that  the  lovers 
of  his  fame  would  do  prudently  in  never  alluding 
again  to  his  “domestic  relations.” 

This  led  him  to  speak  of  the  condition  of  Virginia, 
which  he  compared  to  the  ruins  of  ancient  Thebes, 
on  which  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  the  vulture,  or  the 
pqrrion  crow,  and  at  whose  base  no  inhabitants  were  to 
be  found  but  the  fox  and  the  jackall.  She  could  boast 
of  having  given  birth  to  some  of  the  greatest  of  man- 
kind. Her’s  were  the  names  of  Washington,  aud 
Jefferson,  and  Madison,  and  Marshall,  but  there,  with 
a few  bright  exceptions,  her  boast  must  for  the  pre- 
sent stop. 

Before  he  resumed  his  seat,  he  must  be  allowed 
one  word  to  his  young  friend  from  Virginia.  That 
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gentleman  was  quite  ferocious  towards  abolitionists, 
but  who  were  his  own  allies  at  this  moment  in  the 
other  end  of  the  capitol? 

In  Ohio,  there  had  once  been  a man  who  was  fa- 
miliarly called  Ben  Tappan,  a brother  to  the  great 
abolitionist  of  that  name  in  the  north-  to  that  Ar- 
thur Tappan  who  had,  by  the  power  of  his  money, 
recently  gotten  up  an  abolition  convention  and  nomi- 
nated a governor,  president,  and  vice  president,  and 
had  appointed  emissaries  to  advise  the  negroes  of  the 
south  to  run  away,  burn  their  masters’  houses,  and 
cut  their  throats.  Now,  with  regard  to  this  Benja- 
main  Tappan,  with  whom  the  gentleman  was  now  in 
intimate  alliance,  it  was  very  commonly  said,  and 
universally  believed  in  Ohio,  that  he  had  openly  de- 
clared that  if  he  stood  on  the  northern  bank  of  the 
Ohio  and  saw  across  the  river  the  slaves  burning  the 
plantations  and  cutting  the  throats  of  women  and 
children,  he  would  fold  his  arms,  and  not  lift  a finger 
to  stop  the  massacre;  and  that  if  his  son  attempted 
to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  unfortunate  whites  he 
would  disinherit  him.  And  yet  a man,  who  could 
act  in  concert  with  a blood  thirsty  wretch  like  this, 
could  get  up  here  and  lecture  that  house  on  abolition; 
and  if  men  from  the  south  would  not  agree  with  him, 
and  go  the  entire  length  that  he  did,  they  were  to  be 
denounced  by  some  Clement  C.  Clay,  or  by  the  gen- 
tleman himself,  as  abolitionists;  while,  at  the  same 
moment,  he  could  take  to  his  bosom  one  who  had 
avowed  feelings  so  odious  and  damnable! 

Mr.  A.  here  alluding  to  the  late  hour  and  the  fati- 
gued condition  of  the  house,  said  that  he  thought 
it  quite  time  to  close  this  debate,  and  with  a view  to 
do  so,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

At  this  moment  many  gentlemen  rose  to  their  feet 
desirous  to  address  the  chair,  and  the  remonstrances 
were  so  loud  and  numerous  that  Mr.  A.  said  that  he 
would  not  set  himself  up  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  the  house,  and  should  not,  therefore,  insist  upon 
his  motion. 

And  the  speaker  gave  the  floor  to 
Mr.  Saltonstall, v/ho  went  into  a statement  of  the  facts 
relating  to  the  obnoxious  petition  presented  by  Mr. 
Mmas,  upon  which  all  the  present  difficulties  had 
arisen.  He  gave  a history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  idea  of  dissolving  the  union,  beginning  with 
the  various  threats  from  the  southern  portion  of  the 
union — from  those  opposed  to  a tariff,  from  the  nul- 
lification party,  &c.  This  petition  was  from  his  own 
native  town,  Haverhill,  and  he  felt  much  surprised 
and  distressed  at  the  circumstance. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  into  a vigorous  reply  to  Mr. 
Wise,  and  eloquently  defended  his  venerated  colleague 
(Mr.  Mams)  from  the  numerous  violent  charges  made 
against  him  in  the  long  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  rose  and  said  he  thought 
this  debate  had  proceeded  far  enough,  and  that 
no  good  end  could  be  obtained  by  letting  it  go  on; 
he  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

After  several  motions  for  calls  of  the  nouse  yeas 
and  nays,  and  motion  to  adjourn,  the  house,  at  seven 
o’clock,  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jau,  2.8.  Mr.  Marshall  having  appealed 
to  Mr.  Thompson  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  pro- 
mised to  renew  it  if  withdrawn,  Mr.  T.  thereupon 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Marshall  said  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavoring,  at  least,  to  extricate  the  proposition 
he  had  offered  to  the  house  from  all  those  matters 
extraneous  to  it  which  had  so  assiduously  been  at- 
tempted to  be  connected  with  it,  as  well  by  those 
who  were  its  avowed  enemies,  as  by  those  who  had 
professad,  in  argument,  to  be  its  friends.  .The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  and  those  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  house  in  his  defence,  had  pressed  on  its 
consideration  the  situation  in  which  he  v/as  placed 
before  this  house,  by  the  charges  said  to  be  contain- 
ed in  the  resolutions  Mr.  M.  had  had  the  honor  to 
propose.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  there 
was' another  trial  yet  to  come;  before  the  tribunal  of 
public  opinion,  in  wfiich  Mr.  M.  must  appear  as  the 
accused  party.  He  had  been  well  aware  of  the  past 
services,  of  the  weight  of  character,  of  the  dignity, 
of  the  learning,  and  of  the  important  position  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in  that 
house  and  before  the  world.  fie  well  knew  that  that 
gentleman  was  infinitely  distant  from  him  in  age,  re- 
putation,and  personal  importance  and  standingbefore 
that  house;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  operated 
upon  as  he  was  by  motives  which  he  considered  ade- 
quate, he  had  deliberately  chosen  the  course  he  had 
pursued,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  attended 
it.  Mr.  Undenvood  had  accused  Mr.  M.  of  having 
charged  the  gentleman  from  Mass,  with  subornation 
of  perjury  and  with  high  treason.  How  was  it  pos- 
sible but  that  even  the  most  cursory  and  hasty  read- 
ing of  the  resolutions  he  had  offered  was  not  of  itself 


sufficient  to  show  to  any  man  that  they  contained  no 
such  charge  against  the  member  from  Massachusetts? 
He  should  not  abuse  the  patience  of  the  house  by  in- 
troducing what  was  irrelevant  to  the  subject;  but,  be- 
fore he  came  to  what  was  the  real  question,  he  must 
be  permitted  to  take  some  little  notice  of  what  had 
yesterday  fallen  from  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
over  the  way,  (Mr.  Wise.)  He  entertained  the  high- 
est personal  respect  for  that  gentleman,  but  he  differ- 
ed from  him  politically  as  widely  as  do  the  poles,  and 
he  would  be  the  last  to  allow  his  views  on  the  present 
subject  to  go  before  the  country  on  the  grounds  on 
which  they  had  been  placed  by  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Wise  interposed,  and  said  that  he  never  had 
advocated,  or  meant  in  any  sense  to  advocate,  the  re- 
solutions offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  M.)  In  what  he  had  said  yesterday  and  the  day 
before,  he  had  spoken  on  the  question  of  printing 
them,  and  of  printing  alone — not  to  advocate  the  re- 
solutions, but  to  excuse  himself  from  voting  on  the 
case  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  need  not  premise  his 
speech  by  disavowing  his  willingness  to  have  his  pro- 
position to  rest  on  any  grounds  taken  by  Mr.  W.,  for 
he  had  not  intended  that  what  he  said  on  that  occa- 
sion should  be  understood  as  having  anything  to  do 
with  it  whatever. 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed.  He  was  glad  to  hear  this 
disavowal  on  the  part  of  his  friend,  and  was  very 
thankful  that  the  fact  stood  as  it  did;  for,  had  the 
gentleman  indeed  intended  his  speech  as  friendly  to 
Mr.  M’s  proposition,  he  should  have  been  tempted  to 
exclaim,  in  the  words  of  the  Spanish  proverb,  “God 
deliver  me  from  my  friends,  and  I will  take  care  of 
my  enemies.”  Mr.  M.  had  read  the  report  of  the 
gentleman’s  speech  with  great  attention.  Should  he, 
in  the  process  of  condensation,  reduce  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  to  the  form  of  distinct  resolutions, 
they  would  amount  to  about  these:  1,  Resolved,  That 
the  existence  of  slavery  as  an  institution  is  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  liberty  and  equality.  [A 
laugh.]  2.  Resolved,  That  there  has  been,  from  the 
very  foundation  of  this  government,  an  English  anti- 
American  party,  led  and  headed  by  the  house  of 
Braintree,  its  object  being  to  bring  back  this  country 
under  the  dominion  of  England,  and  that  this  is  north- 
ern policy  and  northern  principle.  3.  Resolved,  That 
this  faction  was  once  crushed  by  Mr.  Jefferson;  that, 
having  afterwards  somewhat  revived,  it  was  again 
crushed  by  Gen.  Jackson;  but  that  it  still  retaining 
the  principle  of  vitality,  and  now  appearing  again 
under  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  it  will 
again  be  crushed,  if  the  whole  south  will  unite  and 
rally  against  the  entire  north,  in  this  attack  against 
liberty  and  equality,  and  in  favor  of  England,  led  on 
by  John  Tyler.  4.  Resolved,  That  one  of  the  schemes 
of  this  English  party,  to  destroy  this  confederacy,  is 
to  establish  a tariff,  by  which  English  commerce  is  to 
he  curtailed,  by  which  a threatening  rival  to  her  is  to 
be  raised  up  in  the  north — the  right  arm  of  England, 
viz.  her  manufacturing  industry,  and  the  power  of 
her  machinery,  is  to  be  palsied,  and  the  north  to  be 
put  up  in  her  room,  as  the  great  customer,  not  only 
of  our  own  country,  but  of  the  rest  of  the  world. — 
And  this  is  to  be  the  means  by  which  England  is  to  be 
conciliated,  and  with  her  consequent  aid  this  union  is 
to  be  dissolved!  [Loud  laughter.] 

Now,  against  both  this  last  statement  of  fact,  and 
the  reasoning  founded  upon  it,  Mr.  M.  begged  leave 
to  enter  his  dissent.  Of  all  the  objects  Mr.  M.  might 
or  might  not  have  had  in  view  in  offering  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  submitted  to  the  house,  the  very 
last  was  to  revive  here,  and  at  a time  like  this,  the 
bitter  and  envenomed  animosities  of  1801.  Those 
unhappy  enmities  grew  out  of  a state  of  the  world 
and  of  the  politics  of  this  country  which  existed  no 
longer,  and  never  could  exist  again. 

He  entered  his  unqualified  denial  that  the  federal- 
ists whatever  might  have  been  their  mistakes  had 
been  traitors  to  the  country.  Friends  of  England,  to 
the  injury  or  dishonor  of  their  own  country,  they  ne- 
ver were.  In  the  then  existing  state  of  the  world, 
when  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  was  violently 
and  dangerously  disturbed,  when  one  vast  military 
power  was  rising  over  the  subjected  and  affrighted 
kingdoms  around,  and  when  one  gigantic  and  com- 
manding mind  was  wielding  that  entire  mass  of  mili- 
tary force  with  as  much  ease  as  if  it  were  a willow 
wrand,  those  men  believed  that  it  was  not  for  the  U. 
States  to  abandon  her  neutral  position,  and  help  in 
assailing  that  power  whose  navy  alone  prevented  the 
establishment  of  a despotism  such  as  none  of  the 
Caesars  ever  equalled  in  power,  and  which  would  ve- 
ry speedily  have  overshadowed  the  world.  This  had 
been  their  honest  belief;  but  public  opinion  condemn- 
ed it.  If  Alex.  Hamilton  who  had  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  Washington  and  had  entered  his  family  at 
19  years  of  age  and  had  been  appointed  by  him  se- 
cond in  command,  had  treason  in  his  heart,  it  would 
be  hard  to  convince  him  of  it.  His  positions  in  re- 


gard to  a navy,  to  a bank  of  the  United  States  and 
other  kindred  measures  were  formed  in  the  school  of 
that  slaveholder  whose  sacred  dust  now  reposed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  not  brought  forward  the  mea- 
sure proposed  in  the  resolutions  he  had  offered  as  be- 
ing peculiarly  a southern  measure — neither  had  he 
proposed  it  as  peculiarly  a northern  measure.  It  had 
not  been  designed  as  a sectional  measure  in  any 
sense,  but  purely  as  an  Mxerican  measure — as  a test 
of  how  much  American  feeling  existed  in  that  body, 
and  as  affording  to  all  who  were  actuated  by  it  an 
opportunity  of  subscribing  hereto  what  he  deemed 
the  true  doctrine  of  the  constitution,  in  which  all 
good  and  true  hearted  patriots  could  unite,  and  which 
tended  to  secure  the  peace  and  happiness  of  this 
country. 

Thus  much  for  what  might  be  considered  as  in 
some  sort  foreign  to  the  subject  immediately  before 
the  house.  He  came  now  to  the  matter  in  hand. 

And  first  he  had  a word  to  say  on  the  nature  of 
the  defence  which  had  been  here  set  up. 

The  defence  had  been  made  that  the  true  design  of 
the  movement  had  been,  that  Mr.  Mams  might  have 
an  opportunity  to  seal  the  lips  of  the  petitioners  by  a 
triumphant  report  against  them.  This  had,  in  sub- 
stance, been  the  defence  set  up,  not  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  but  by  the  ablest  of  his  ad- 
vocates. Now,  if  that  defence  had  been  urged  be- 
fore this  house  by  the  accused  himself,  if  he  had  so 
much  as  breathed  such  a wish  as  had  been  ascribed 
to  him  by  his  eloquent  champion  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bolts),  it  would  have  had  such  an  effect  on  the  feel- 
ings of  Mr.  M.  as  might  possibly  have  prevailed  with 
him  at  once  to  withdraw  his  resolutions.  But  Mr. 
M.  could  not  consent  to  overlook  the  defence  set  up 
by  the  gentleman  himself,  and  be  thus  turned  over  to 
the  defences  advanced  for  him  by  others.  What  had 
the  gentleman  said?  As  to  what  he  might  have  ut- 
tered in  the  irritation  of  the  moment  against  Mr.  M. 
himself,  it  had  gone  by;  his  mind  was  occupied  by 
things  so  much  higher,  and  in  which  he  felt  so  much 
deeper  interest,  that  things  of  this  kind  could  make 
but  little  impression  upon  him.  And,  although  the 
judgment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  could 
not  but  have  great  weight  in  that  house;  and  although 
the  gentleman  had  denounced  Mr.  M.  as  not  possess- 
ed of  mind  enough  to  judge  of  the  meaning  of  the 
constitution,  or  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  the 
crime  of  high  treason,  and  as  one  who  had  suffered  so 
deeply  from  habits  of  intemperance  that  it  would  take 
him  three  years  to  recover  sufficiently  to  be  fit  to  go 
to  a law  school;  and  though  the  gentleman  had  said 
that  Mr.  M.  had  admitted  to  him  in  private  conver- 
sation as  justly  complaining  of  oppression  under  a re- 
fusal to  receive  their  petitions- — - 

Mr.  ifldnms  observed  that  what  he  had  said  was, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  admitted  to 
him,  in  private  conversation,  that  he  was  a friend  to 
the  right  of  petition,  and  believed  abolition  petitions 
ought  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Marshall  expressed  himself  as  happy  in  being 
thus  corrected.  It  w'as  true  that  he  had  taken  the 
ground  that  abolition  memorials  ought  to  be  received, 
but  not  as  a matter  of  right,  but  purely  as  a matter 
of  expediency.  He  still  thought  so;  he  believed  it 
would  be  expedient  to  repeal  the  21st  rule,  to  receive 
all  those  memorials,  and  to  refer  them  to  a select 
committee,  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
at  its  head,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  tel- 
ling that  house,  the  south,  and  the  world,  what  it  was 
that  northern  men  really  thought  on  that  subject,  and 
what  they  would  be  at. 

But  to  proceed,  Mr.  M.  had  been  actuated  in  this 
whole  proceeding  by  no  personal  feeling  hostile  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  and  if  that  gen- 
tleman thought,  by  those  irritating  taunts  which  no 
man  better  understood  than  himself,  to  sting  Mr.  M. 
into  a want  of  propriety  in  his  deportment  in  that 
hall,  he  misunderstood  the  character  of  the  man,  in- 
temperate as  he  might  deem  him  to  be. 

The  petition  which  had  given  rise  to  this  proceed- 
ing was  now  on  the  table  of  the  house.  It  prayed  the 
national  legislature  to  take  the  preliminary  steps  to 
a dissolution  of  this  union.  What  was  the  defence 
which  had  been  set  up  for  such  a document?  Two 
points  had  been  made:  first,  the  gentleman  insisted 
upon  the  right  of  these  petitioners  to  do  this  thing. 
And  then,  in  the  second  place,  that  this  right  was  nu- 
gatory and  of  no  value  unless  they  might  petition 
congress  to  effect  such  dissolution.  What  did  this 
argument  prove?  That  the  Amorican  government 
cannot  be  abolished  by  the  American  people  without 
their  asking  congress  to  do  it.  This  was  the  body 
which  must  destroy  the  union,  if  it  was  to  destroy  it 
at  all.  So  much  as  to  the  matter  of  right. 

And  then  the  gentleman,  as  the  next  step  of  his  ar 
gument,  has  gone  on  to  enumerate  the  grievances 
which  led  these  people  to  desire  a dissolution  of  the 
union,  and  the  grievances  were  almost  without  mini- 
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her.  Mr.  M.  would  go  over  a few  of  the  heads  of 
complaint,  by  way  of  contrast  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Botls),  as  to 
the  object  and  motive  of  the  gentleman  in  bringing 
that  petition  into  this  house.  The  gentleman  had 
taken  the  position  that  that  portion  of  the  union  from 
which  Mr.  M.  came  were  trying,  with  all  the  influ- 
ence they  could  exert,  to  effect  a repeal  of  the  act  of 
habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury;  that  they 
were  industriously  endeavoring  to  extend  the  exis- 
tence of  slavery  over  the  free  states;  that  they  sought 
to  involve  this  country  in  a war  with  Great  Britain, 
with  a view  to  restore  the  African  slave-trade,  and 
to  fix  it  upon  these  states  forever;  and  that  the  pro- 
ject of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  for  the  establishment 
of  a home  squadron  had  for  its  real  object,  not  the 
defence  of  the  country,  but  the  protection  of  the 
slave  trade.  And  then,  after  enumerating  all  these 
different  grounds  of  grievance,  the  gentleman  had 
warned  the  house  that  he  should  go  home  to  his  peo- 
ple, and  say  to  them  that  it  was  time  to  take  the 
alarm;  that  he  would  give  them  the  alarm,  and  that 
he  had  introduced  this  petition  for  the  very  purpose 
of  exciting  alarm. 

Mr.  Mams  denied  that  he  had  said  this,  or  anything 
like  it.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  he  had  presented 
the  petition  because  he  considered  it  his  duty. 

Mr.  Marshall,  in  reply,  appealed  to  the  report  of 
Mr.  Adams’  speech.  He  was  asked  from  what  paper 
he  read.  He  replied,  it  was  a report  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  given  by  one  of  the  regular  reporters 
of  that  establishment  in  this  house.  Mr.  M.  read  ex- 
tensively from  the  report,  observing  that  thus  the 
gentleman’s  language  had  gone  forth  to  the  world; 
and,  after  he  had  stated  these  heads  of  grievance,  he 
had  concluded  by  giving  a pledge  that  he  would  show 
the  truth  of  all  this. 

[Mr.  Mams.  And  I intend  to  show  it.] 

Now,  Mr.  M.  was  not  going  to  enter  into  this  de- 
tail of  grievances;  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  discuss 
them  with  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  Neither  should 
he  discuss  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  search  ves- 
sels wherever  she  found  them,  under  the  pretence  of 
suppressing  the  slave  trade. 

[Mr.  Mams.  You  had  better  not] 

Neither  should  he  discuss  the  propriety  or  neces- 
sity of  the  home  squadron,  or  enter  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  such  a defence  was  a grievance  to  the 
north.  Mr.  M.  had  adverted  1o  this  list  of  grievances 
merely  to  show  what  ground  had  actually  been  taken 
by  the  gentleman  himself  in  his  defence.  He  had 
undertaken  to  make  out  a case  of  such  grievous  op- 
pression and  tyranny,  exercised  by  the  government 
upon  him  and  his,  that  if  ever  a case  would  justify 
an  outraged  people  in  going  into  a state  of  revolution, 
and  bursting  the  bands  of  society,  this  case  was  one; 
and  the  gentleman  insisted  that  he  had  done  it.  The 
right  of  petition  was  gone;  and  the  action  of  congress, 
in  preparing  for  a dissolution  of  the  union,  was  the 
only  means  by  which  the  sacred  and  eternal  rights 
of  his  constituents  could  be  carried  out  into  effect. 
The  gentleman  had  avowed  that  he  had  brought  this 
petition  forward  in  order  to  give  those  constituents 
the  alarm,  and  to  afford  them  needed  information. 
Still,  however,  the  gentleman  had  further  declared 
that  he  should  not  at  present  advise  an  actual  disso- 
lution of  the  union — no — not  yet — not  yet;  but  it 
was  coming — it  was  approaching. 

Mr.  M.  now  replied  in  extenso  to  the  grounds  of 
defence  taken  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Adams  by  Mr.  Botts, 
and  believed  that,  to  allow  Mr.  Adams  to  prepare  a 
report  to  allay  the  discontent  and  quiet  the  minds  of 
his  constituents,  would  be  to  allay  agitation  with  a 
vengeance.  He  next  replied  to  the  grounds  taken  by 
Air.  Saltonstall,  and  scouted  the  idea  of  being  intimi- 
dated by  the  fact  of  the  venerable  gentleman’s  being 
a direct  descendant  of  one  of  the  forty  regicides  that 
had  brought  Charles  the  First  to  the  block. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  me  that  I 
was  not  able  to  comprehend  the  right  of  the  citizen; 
that  I knew  nothing  of  the  constitution  of  my  own 
country,  or  of  the  liberties  and  franchises  which  that 
instrument  was  made  to  protect,  and  that  the  resolu- 
tions I have  offered  here  indicate  such  ignorance.  I 
listened,  too,  to  what  my  colleagues  said  about  the 
charge  of  high  treason  which  these  resolutions  in- 
volved. Will  the  house  bear  with  me  so  far  as  to 
allow  me  to  read  the  passage  with  which  it  was  my 
desire  to  preface  the  resolutions  1 have  offered? 

[Mr.  M.  here  read  the  preface  of  his  resolutions.] 

Now,  it  is  not  here  said  that  the  drawing  up  of  this 
petition  is  an  act  of  treason;  nor  that  the  offering  of 
the  petition  here  is  treason;  nor  even  that  the  enact- 
ing of  the  statute  for  which  the  petition  prays  W'ould 
be  treason;  but  it  declares  that  the  executing  of  those 
statutes,  in  the  actual  dissolution  of  the  union,  would 
necessarily  be  attended  by  the  commission  of  treason. 

[Mr.  Mams.  That  begs  the  question. 

Mr.  M.  I beg  nothing  of  you,  sir;  nothing.  But 
I am  told  that  I must  correct  the  position  here  taken, 


because  the  memorial  asks  for  a peaceable  dissolution 
of  the  union.  A peaceable  dissolution  of  the  union! 

It  cannot  be.  Before  the  bonds  are  broken,  war  must 
be  made.  It  will  be  made  for  the  union  on  one  side, 
and  against  it  on  the  other;  and  making  war  against 
the  government  is  treason.  A peaceable  dissolution! 
How  will  you  go  about  it?  The  petition  implies,  and 
the  gentleman  maintains,  that  it  can  be  done  only  by 
congress.  You  may  dissolve  the  union.  God,  in  his 
mercy,  forefend  that  you  ever  should;  but  you  will 
never  do  it  but  by  force.  Never;  never.  I say  that 
the  very  idea  of  executing  an  act  of  congress  provid- 
| ing  for  such  a purpose,  could  the  day  ever  arrive 
when  such  an  act  should  pass,  does  involve  treason, 
because  it  could  not  be  executed  but  by  force  of  arms. 
And  that  the  very  passage  of  the  act  does  involve 
perjury,  because  we  have  sworn  to  support  the  con- 
stitution. Suppose  we  do  so  much  violence  to  our 
imaginations  as  to  conceive  that  such  an  act  has  been 
passed,  how  will  it  work?  It  will  come  to  Kentucky, 
and  it  will  tell  the  people  of  that  state  that  there  is 
no  United  States — no  American  constitution;  that 
there  is  no  federal  government,  and  no  state  govern- 
ment; that  society  is  resolved  into  its  original  ele- 
ments. I say  there  are  no  state  governments,  be- 
cause if  the  federal  government  is  destroyed  there  is 
no  longer  any  government  armed  with  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty.  The  state  governments  cannot  make 
peace  or  war;  they  cannot  own  a navy;  they  cannot 
coin  money — I mean  good  money — and  therefore  I 
say  the  dissolution  of  the  union  dissolves  the  state 
governments.  And  w ill  any  gentleman  tell  me  that, 
in  a juncture  like  this,  under  an  attempt  to  dissolve 
the  national  compact  and  throw  all  civil  and  social 
ties  to  the  elements  of  Heaven,  that  I who  have 
sworn  again  and  again  to  support  the  federal  consti- 
itut  on  will  have  no  right  to  draw  the  sword?  Will 
I any  man  that  knows  Kentucky  believe  that  Kentucky 
will  not  do  it?  Most  assuredly  she  will. 

It  is  seldom  worth  while  to  discuss  a mere  abstract 
proposition,  but  when  you  come  to  such  a proposition 
as  the  right  to  dissolve  this  union,  the  proposition  is 
abstract  no  longer;  it  becomes  practical  and  moment- 
ous in  the  highest  degree.  Dissolve  the  union!  And 
then  tell  me  that  this  can  be  done  without  force!  that 
it  is  all  to  be  effected  under  the  mild,  the  bland,  the 
pacific,  the  amiable  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts:  No,  sir;  it  never  can,  it  never  will  be 
so  effected.  Come  that  day  when  it  will,  it  will  be 
bloody,  it  will  be  horrible. 

If  I wander  from  the  subject,  I wander  from  it  in 
pursuit  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who 
has  led  the  way.  That  gentleman  objects  to  his  tri- 
ers. He  tells  us  that  gentlemen  from  the  south  are 
not  competent  to  try  him  on  the  charge  of  bringing 
forward  a proposition  to  dissolve  this  union.  The 
south  may  well  thank  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. It  is  a glorious  compliment  he  has  paid  her. — 
According  to  the  gentleman,  northern  men  are  fit; 
they  can  judge,  having  no  such  bias  in  their  way. — 
Will  northern  gentlemen  here  acquiesce  in  that  state- 
ment’ When  the  question  comes,  is  such  a course 
worthy  of  censure?  will  northern  gentlemen  here  de- 
clare that  it  is  not  censurable?  Will  they  endorse 
this  petition,  and  the  reasoning  by  which  it  is  sustain- 
ed? Will  they  tell  the  American  people  that  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  have  a right  to  dissolve  their 
union?  That  to  pray  for  such  dissolution  is  justifia- 
ble, and  that  they  are  ready  to  endorse  the  move- 
ment? Oh,  sir,  if  they  wiil,  how  a few  years  must 
have  changed  them;  how  must  Massachusetts  herself 
have  changed  since  the  memorable  era  of  1798,  when 
the  south  were  ready  to  dissolve  the  union  and  Mas- 
sachusetts was  first  among  the  champions  to  defend 
it!  Do  gentlemen  recollect  the  short  and  pithy 
answer  given  by  her  to  the  resolutions  of  1798,  and 
which  extorted  from  James  Madison  his  famous  re- 
port, as  the  means  of  extracting  the  dagger  which 
Massachusetts  had  plunged  into  the  vitals  of  his 
southern  feeling?  On  all  the  great  points  of  our  glo- 
rious constitution  she  was  then  as  sound  as  a roach. 
JIow  has  she  changed?  When  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided shall  be,  has  a portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  a right  to  abolish  the  constitution  and 
union  of  the  United  States,  and  is  congress  a neces- 
sary organ  to  effect  that  purpose,  so  that  without  its 
action  the  right  is  nugatory,  will  Massachusetts  be 
found  voting  ay  while  the  south  votes  no? 

Ah!  but  there’s  a reason  for  it.  It  is  the  detesta- 
tion of  the  south  to  abolition  that  makes  her  a union- 
ist. And  it  is  the  love  of  the  north  for  abolition  that 
has  brought  her  in  favor  of  dissolution.  The  north 
has  vowed  that  slavery  shall  cease,  and  she  resorts  to 
dissolution  as  the  means  to  effect  it,  while  the  south 
is  equally  resolved  that  slavery  shall  be  maintained, 
and  therefore  she  rallies  under  the  constitution  to 
support  it:  and  my  colleague  over  the  way  (Mr.  Un- 
derwood) declares  that  if  the  union  is  dissolved  slave- 
ry will  be  abolished.  So  far  he  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  perfectly  agree.  Now  all  know, 


or  may  know,  who  can  read,  that  the  institution  of 
slavery  is  guarantied  by  the  constitution,  and  placed 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  states.  And  all 
who  know  the  facts  of  the  case  know  that  the  people 
of  the  south  are  falsely  charged,  when  they  are  ac- 
cused of  attempting  to  introduce  slavery  into  the  free 
states.  No  man  doubts  that  slavery  is  guarded  by 
the  present  constitution.  Massachusetts  herself  does 
not  doubt  it;  and,  therefore,  seeking  its  abolition,  she 
looks  to  a dissolution  of  the  union;  and  my  colleague 
agrees  with  her  that  such  dissolution  is  the  surest 
means  of  abolishing  slavery.  I do,  in  my  soul,  be- 
lieve that  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  him- 
self, instead  of  looking  into  books,  could  travel  among 
us,  and  look  at  facts  as  they  exist;  if  he  would  see 
with  his  own  eyes,  and  not  with  his  learning,  he 
would  at  once  be  induced  to  depart  from  his  plan. 

Mr.  Mams'.  Not  an  inch. 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed.  It  is  the  gentleman’s  pri- 
vilege to  interrupt  and  to  insult  every  man  on  this 
floor;  it  is  his  privilege,  and  I accord  it  to  him  free- 
ly. But  slavery,  it  seems,  is  to  be  abolished  if  the 
union  is  dissolved,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says;  therefore,  dissolve  the  union;  and  that, 
therefore,  it  is  that  those  whom  he  represents  say  so 
too;  and  these  are  the  men  in  whose  ears  he  is  to 
sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  and  whom  he  avows  it  is 
his  intention  to  rouse. 

Abolish  slavery — and  how?  Why,  according  to 
my  colleague,  it  is  to  be  done  by  all  the  negroes  run- 
ning away  to  Ohio,  and  some  of  them  through  Ohio 
into  Canada. 

The  blacks  are  to  come  forth  as  the  Israelites  did 
out  of  Egypt.  T wonder  who  is  to  be  their  Moses? 
Is  it  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts? 

A magnificent  conception,  truly!  Abolish  slavery!  and 
how?  Never  in  that  way. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  does  not 
look  to  this  mode  of  doing  the  thing;  no,  he  is  not  quite 
so  much  of  a monomaniac  as  that.  What,  then,  is 
to  be  done?  Abolished  slavery  must  be;  and,  in 
order  to  effect  that  end,  the  constitution — that  vene- 
rable, that  sacred,  that  holy  instrument,  whose  pow- 
erful arm,  whose  eternal  voices  and  w hose  covering 
shield  had  been  hitherto  our  pride  and  our  safety — 
the  constitution,  with  all  the  oaths  of  the  north  to 
support  it,  must  first  be  broken  down,  and  then  the 
union  is  to  be  abolished.  And  how?  By  force.  And 
what  next?  Why,  then  the  Puritans,  the  descen- 
dants of  the  British  regicides,  who  were  driven  out 
of  England  by  the  oppressions  and  persecutions  of  the 
English  nobility,  and  the  Cavaliers,  who  were  driven 
out  by  the  persecutions  of  the  Puritans,  after  both 
had  united  on  this  side  the  water,  had  buried  their 
differences,  and  had,  with  their  common  hands,  con- 
structed a new  government,  united,  strengthened, 
cemented  together  by  the  shedding  of  their  common 
blood,  are  once  more  to  be  driven  asunder,  and  all 
that  fearful  strife,  which  convulsed  Europe  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  ago,  is  once  more  to  affront  the 
sun  and  pollute  the  blessed  light  of  heaven  on  the 
soil  of  these  once  free  and  happy  states.  The  de- 
scendants of  the  regicides,  are  to  invade  the  south 
and  to  terminate  slavery  by  the  powrer  of  the  sword. 

I warn  gentlemen  that  when  that  shall  be  done,  or 
attempted  to  be  done,  the  Cavalier  sword  will,  as  it 
was  wont  to  do,  drink  blood. 

[Here  Mr.  M.  introduced  a poetic  quotation.] 

Sir,  proceeded  Mr.  M.  there  is  in  that  region  of 
the  country  a state  of  society  which  that  gentleman 
cannot  alter  without  involving  consequences  more 
horrible,  more  terrific,  than  he  can  now  conceive. 
That  for  which  they  ask  involves  the  ut!er  destruc- 
tion, the  obliteration  of  that  race  to  which  he  should 
be  allied  by  color,  by  a common  blood,  education, 
association,  descent,  friendship,  by  near  and  blessed 
alliance,  by  descendants,  by  every  indissoluble  liga- 
ment that  can  bind  the  human  heart;  or  the  as  cer- 
tain destruction  of  that  very  race  towards  whose  libe- 
ration all  his  efforts  are  given,  ar.d  in  consummating 
whose  deliverance  he  hopes  to  close  a long  and  illus- 
trious life  in  a blaze  of  glory,  which  shall  rival  that 
pure  eternal  light  whose  halo  encircles  the  name  of 
Wilberforce.  If  that  is  his  hope,  it  is  one  that  never 
can  be  fulfilled,  because  there  is  no  parallel  between 
the  cases.  There  is  nothing  in  the  enterprise  of 
Wilberforce,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conduct- 
ed, or  the  consequences  which  were  to  follow  it, 
which  can,  for  a moment,  be  likened  to  that  achieve- 
ment which  seems  the  object  of  this  gentleman’s 
ambition. 

Mr.  M.  next  ridiculed  the  idea  of  their  being  any 
analogy  between  the  proposed  amending  of  the  con- 
stitution by  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  petition  to  dissolve  it  as 
presented  by  Mr.  Mums. 

I am  myself  a whig.  I am  not,  indeed,  a very  old 
man;  yet  it  has  been  my  fate  to  live  to  see  one  of 
these  two  eminent  individuals  introduce  a proposi- 
tion to  dissolve  the  union  at  one  end  of  the  capitol, 
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and  the  other  at  the  other  end!  [Laughter,  loud  and 
long.] 

Oh,  sir,  “tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the 
streets  of  Askelon.”  If  the  doctrine  is  true,  then 
these  two  great  political  leaders  have  combined  to- 
gether once  more;  they  are  in  common  consultation 
to  overthrow  the  constitution,  and  I suppose  that  I, 
as  a good  whig,  am  bound  to  follow  them.  The 
devil  take  me  if  I do.  [Convulsions  of  laughter.] 
That  is  running  the  game  into  the  ground  with  a ven- 
geance. 

I did  indeed  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  21st  rule; 
but  since  I have  seen  what  is,  as  I believe,  the  real 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — after 
he  has  avowed  himself  to  be  an  alarmist,  and  his 
friend  has  warned  us  to  remember  that  he  is  a de- 
scendant of  an  English  band  of  government  over- 
throwers— I cannot  consent  to  trust  him  with  any 
thing  in  which  the  existence  of  this  government  is 
involved;  nor  shall  I act  inconsistently.  The  21st  rule 
still  remains  in  force,  and  I will  not  lend  the  gentle- 
man my  aid  in  surreptitiously  getting  into  this  house 
what  that  rule  forbids. 

The  gentleman  has  charged  mewitli  being  an  ene- 
my of  the  north,  and  with  a purpose  to  oppose  her. 
Mr.  M.  disavowed  every  such  feeling  but  claimed  to 
be  a friend  to  the  north  and  a friend  to  Ameri- 
can labor.  We  are  warned  not  to  censure  this  the 
first  proposition  ever  yet  heard  in  this  land  to  break 
down  the  fair  fabric  of  the  union!  What!  is  it  come 
to  this!  This  proposition  goes  a w'hole  stone’s  cast 
beyond  any  thing  that  the  southern  nullifiers  ever 
dreamed  of.  It  seems  that  the  New  England  brain, 
wants  but  a hint  straightway  to  improve  on  it.  The 
convention  that  sat  at  Columbia  never  took  the 
ground  that  congress  had  power  to  dissolve  the  union, 
nor  did  they  so  much  as  pretend  that  they  were  them- 
selves overthrowing  the  constitution.  1 know  what 
they  said,  though  I differed  from  them  then,  and  shall 
forever  differ.  They  said  that  they  were  maintain- 
ing the  constitution.  They  insisted  that  they  had-  a 
right,  though  I never  could  see  where  they  got  it 
from,  to  arrest  the  execution  of  what  they  deemed 
an  unconstitutional  law,  until  there  was  time  for  the 
voice  of  all  the  other  states  to  be  heard  upon  it;  but 
they  never  pretended  that  their  rights  were  nullified 
unless  they  could  come  to  congress  and  pray  this 
body  to  dissolve  the  union.  If  I vote  for  any  such 
measure — for  a measure  which  professess  to  be  pre- 
paratory to  it — I am  guilty  of  perjury;  for  I have 
been  sworn,  over  and  over,  not  to  destroy,  but  to  sup- 
port the  constitution.  The  principles  of  that  instrument 
are  worthy  of  my  support,  and  I am  bound  by  my  oath 
to  uphold  i(  now  and  forever. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  gentleman  is  an  old  man, 
and  that  therefore  we  must  not  censure  him;  it  would 
be  an  ungracious  act  to  pass  a vote  of  censure  on  one 
so  venerable.  Are  we  to  treat  him  as  some  old  im- 
becile, whom  it  is  not  worth  while  to  notice?  No, 
sir;  far  from  that.  His  friends  have  arrayed  him  in 
every  quality  that  can  make  a man  at  once  great  and 
terrible.  They  have  conceded  to  his  hand  every  in- 
strument of  mighty  mischief — gifts  of  understanding, 
of  eloquence,  of  knowledge,  of  dignity,  of  power,  to 
move  the  public  mind;  and  yet,  after  painting  him 
thus,  the  same  gentleman,  turns  round  and  tells  us 
that  he  is  no  fit  subject  for  the  action  of  this  house. 
Sir,  I have  listened  to  that  gentleman  most  attentive- 
ly whenever  he  has  risen  to  address  this  house.  I 
have  placed  myself  near  his  seat  and  listened  with 
profound  attention  to  every  word  which  has  proceed- 
ed from  his  venerable  lips.  I wanted  to  see  what 
was  really  the  course  he  designed  to  pursue;  for  one 
I am  convinced. 

If  the  gentleman’s  own  declarations  and  action  are 
to  be  trusted  as  true  exponents  of  his  purpose,  his 
purpose  is  that  which  is  expressed  in  the  petition  he 
has  offered;  it  is  the  ultimate  and  utter  ruin  of  south- 
ern institutions;  and  1 now  call  upon  northern  men  to 
say  whether  these  are  their  serious  purposes  or  not. 
I ask  of  them  to  tell  me  whether  these  are  the  views 
of  the  able  and  honorable  men  who  represent  north- 
ern interests  on  this  floor.  Does  the  north  really 
mean  this,  and  do  they  put  this  gentleman  forward  by 
way  of  feeler,  because  his  age  and  dignity,  and  past 
services,  and  venerable  appearance  are  such  as  will 
suspend  the  act  of  this  house  to  punish  him?  Do  they 
thus  seek  to  escape  personal  responsibility?  When 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Giddings)  the  other 
day  shook  hands  with  tears  in  his  eyes  with  my  col- 
league over  the  way,  and  my  colleague,  with  scarce 
less  emotion,  shook  hands  with  him,  he  talked  much 
of  friendly  understanding  and  friendly  feeling,  and 
assured  my  colleague  and  all  southern  gentlemen 
that  he  had  no  thought  of  such  a thing  as  interfering 
with  slavery  within  the  states  where  it  existed;  but 
he  and  his  friends  wanted  to  be  free  from  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  it,  and  he  was  fast  going  on  to 
explain  himself  further,  when,  at  that  moment,  south- 
ern gentlemen  rose  and  stopped  him.  I entreated 


them  not  to  do  so;  I implored  them  to  let  him  talk  on. 
The  gentleman  is  a neighbor  of  mine;  we  are  separa- 
ted but  by  a narrow  river;  the  views  of  him  and  his  \ 
friends  are  of  deep  and  vital  interest  to  our  section  ■ 
of  the  country,  and  w'e  never  were  so  near  getting  at 
what  those  views  actually  are.  I wanted  to  hear 
him;  I wanted  to  hear  what  he  would  say  under  this 
new  born  alliance  between  himself  and  my  colleague. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  any  man  has  been  bold 
enough  to  introduce  on  this  floor  a paper  proposing  a 
dissolution  of  the  union.  He  ought  to  be  boldly  met. 
If  we  meet  him  and  his  proposition  with  as  decided 
a temper  as  he  himself  exhibits;  if  we  rebuke  the  in- 
famous proposal  to  us  to  break  our  oaths  in  tones  of 
that  indignant  thunder  which  it  justly  merits,  it  will 
have  a healthful  effect  throughout  this  land;  it  will 
gladden  the  heart  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  every 
loyal  true-hearted  American  citizen,  of  whom  I well 
know  there  are  millions  at  this  day  in  the  north;  and 
it  will  have  the  novel  effect  of  checking  this  gentle- 
man and  his  associates  in  any  further  proceedings 
they  may  now  meditate  in  this  line  of  policy. 

For  all  the  bitter  and  envenomed  things  he  hassaid 
against  me,  I forgive  him.  He  said  that  I boasted  of 
my  aristocratic  blood.  I will  not  characterize  that 
assertion  as  it  deserves.  I forgive  him  that  too;  and 
oh  were  it  in  my  power  to  exorcise  from  the  heart  of 
that  eminent  man  that  demon  of  mischief  which 
threatens  all  that  is  dear  to  me — if  it  were  possible 
that  he  could  be  brought,  in  any  good  degree,  to  re- 
cant what  he  has  here  declared — if  I could  see  any 
gleaming  of  that  spirit  of  pacification,  that  love  for 
the  constitution,  and  that  zeal  for  the  union,  which 
has  here  been  accorded  to  him  by  others — I would 
instantly  and  joyfully  retract  all  that  I have  said. 

I am  the  last  man  on  this  earth  who  would  wish  to 
strike  at  that  venerable  head,  whose  past  history, 
whose  advanced  age,  whose  distinguished  talents,  all 
whose  associations  plead  so  strongly  to  spare  the 
blow. 

Mr.  Marshall  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  at  the  same  time  expressing  his 
earnest  hope  that  the  motion  he  was  thus  compelled 
by  promise  to  make  would  not  prevail. 

And  by  yeas  96,  nays  110,  the  house  refused  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  substitute  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Marshall — 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said:  1 have  heard  it  said  by  a 
person  acquainted  with  Warren  Hastings 

Mr.  Gilmer  rose  to  a point  of  order.  He  said  that 
he  had  made  four  or  five  efforts  to  obtain  the  floor. — 
And  all  that  he  desired  to  know  was,  whether,  before 
the  debate  closed,  he  would  be  entitled  by  the  rule, 
or  by  parliamentary  courtesy,  to  say  a few  words,  not 
in  relation  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  but  that  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  himself 
offered? 

The  speaker  said  that  unless  the  whole  subject 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  or  the  previous  question 
should  be  demanded,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Gilmer ) would  be  entitled,  by  the  rule,  to  close 
the  debate: 

Mr.  Gilmer  explained  that  he  had  not  risen  to  any 
point  of  order  in  relation  to  the  personal  right  to  the 
floor  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  wilh 
any  personal  or  political  inference  to  the  subject,  so 
far  as  that  gentleman  was  concerned.  The  point  re- 
lated entirely  to  himself,  (Mr.  G.)  and  he  begged  the 
pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  for  in- 
terrupting him. 

Mr.  Adams  said  there  was  no  occasion  to  ask  his 
pardon  for  taking  the  floor  from  him.  He  did  not  feel 
it  as  an  act  of  unkindness  toward  him  on  the  part  of 
that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Gilmer).  If  he  (Mr.  A.)  was 
to  answer  for  one  crime,  he  might  as  well  be  called 
to  answer  for  half  a dozen,  or  ten,  or  twenty.  The 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  one 
which  would  materially  confine  and  make  more  nar- 
row his  defence.  That  charge  he  should  have  been 
willing  to  have  met  at  once. 

Mr.  A.  alluded  to  the  distress  which,  he  could  not 
deny,  the  propositions,  both  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  had  given 
him,  and  said  that  the  most  poignant  part  of  that  dis- 
tress arose  from  the  fact  that  the  house  would  be  un- 
der the  necessity  of  consuming  a large  portion  of  its 
time  in  his  defence,  if  he  was  to  be  held  to  answer 
the  charges  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  And 
the  first  proposition  that  he  should  make  was,  what 
he  had  already  insisted  upon,  as  would  appear  by  the 
journal,  namely,  that  he  should  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  a trial  before  his  peers  upon  the  charges 
of  subornation  of  perjury  and  of  high  treason,  be- 
cause these  charges  were  contained  in  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  whatever  ingenuity 
the  gentleman  might  have  used  in  his  remarks  to-day 
to  explain  them  away, 

Amongst  other  things,  the  gentleman  had  stilted 
that  it  was  not  him  (Mr.  A.)  that  he  charged,  but ! 


. that,  if  any  body,  it  was  the  petitioners;  and  the  gen- 
tleman had  made  a speech  of  upwards  of  two  hours 
| duration,  to  prove  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  responsible 
j for  the  very  same  things  as  those  who  had  signed  the 
petition.  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  represented  him  (Mr. 
A.)  in  his  speech  as  in  favor  of  the  petition,  in  the 
face  of  his  express  declaration  to  the  contrary;  had 
not  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  logic  enough  (if  he 
had  not  law)  to  see  that  the  very  proposition  that  this 
house  should  instruct  the  committee  to  report  against 
the  petition,  was  a declaration  on  the  part  of  this 
house,  at  the  very  first  instant,  that  they  held  no  such 
opinions;  that  they  disapproved  of  them;  and  that 
only  in  defence  of  the  sacred  right  of  the  petitioners 
to  present  their  grievances  here,  would  they  answer 
the  petition  and  assign  reasons  why  the  prayer  of  it 
should  not  be  granted. 

He  had  heard  it  said  by  a person  acquainted  with 
Warren  Hastings  that  when  he  was  brought  before 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  his  country  for  the  commis- 
sion of  high  crimes,  upon  the  trial  which  lasted  (Mr. 
A.  believed)  seven  years;  when  the  thunders  of  elo- 
quence of  Edmund  Burke  and  Robert  Brindley  Sheri- 
dan were  poured  upon  his  head,  he  almost  thought 
that  he  was  guilty  of  the  crimes  with  which  he  had 
been  charged,  so  powerful  was  the  eloquence  with 
which  he  was  assailed.  The  eloquence  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  now  exercised  per- 
sonally against  him,  under  the  profession  of  having 
no  personal  feeling,  was  equal  to  that  of  Burke  and 
Sheridan  combined.  But  he  (Mr.  A.)  did  assure  the 
gentleman  and  the  house,  that,  not  for  one  single  in- 
stant, had  the  idea  been  impressed  upon  his  mind  that 
he  was  guilty  of  any  part  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him.  Not  for  one  moment  had  he  been  driv- 
en from  that  sense  of  conscious  innocence  with  which 
he  met  this  charge,  coming,  as  it  did,  from  the  most 
extraordinary  combination  of  parties  that  had  ever 
been  formed  in  this  house — a combination  of  a most 
formidable  character.  What  was  that  combination? 
It  came  in  the  first  place  from  the  state  of  Georgia. 
The  first  attack  upon  him  here  had  been  from  Geor- 
gia whigs.  [Mr.  A.  recapitulated  the  circumstances 
attending  the  presentation  of  the  petition  and  letter 
from  Clarkesville,  Georgia,  so  postmarked  and  mail- 
ed.] A gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  to 
the  opinions  expressed  by  the  members  from  Georgia 
that  that  petition  was  a hoax,  had  added  a fact  un- 
known to  him  (Mr.  A.)  that  the  petition  and  letter 
were  written  on  congressional  paper.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman mean  to  say  that  he  was  privy  to  the  compo- 
sition of  these  papers? 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  said  that  he  had  not  examined 
the  paper,  but  he  had  been  told  that  it  was  the  same 
kind — that  it  was  gilt-edged,  and  that  the  signatures 
were  all  in  one  handwriting.  The  impression  of  all 
was  that  it  was  a hoax.  He  had  never  seen  the.  pa- 
per till  he  had  seen  it  at  the  clerk’s  desk.  The  re- 
presentatives from  the  state  of  Georgia  disclaimed 
any  knowledge  of  it.  And  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  taken  the  same  precaution,  in  re- 
ference to  that  petition,  as  he  had  done  in  reference 
to  the  petition  now  pending — written  home  to  see  if 
the  paper  was  genuine — he  would  have  found  out 
whether  the  signatures  were  true  or  not. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  did  not  feel  himself  bound  to 
send  to  Georgia  to  do  so.  If  it  was  a hoax,  the  in- 
jury was  the  greater  to  his  rights  and  to  the  rights  of 
his  constituents,  and  the  breach  of  privilege  to  him 
was  greater  than  if  the  paper  had  been  genuine.  If, 
therefore,  the  gentleman’s  information  was  correct, 
and  if  the  petition  was  on  congress  paper,  what  was 
the  inference?  That  it  was  a fabrication  on  the  part 
of  some  member  of  the  house  to  draw  him  (Mr.  A.) 
into  the  difficulty  into  which  he  had  been  brought. — 
It  might  be  so.  In  the  usual  simplicity  of  his  heart, 
he  had  received  the  paper  as  a genuine  paper,  and  he 
believed  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Habersham  disclaimed  any  knowledge  wheth- 
er the  document  was  on  congress  paper  or  not,  and 
said  that  he  would  disdain,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  to  say  a word  in  denial  of  tho  charge 
or  insinuation  (which  ever  it  might  be)  of  this  kind; 
yet  he  felt  bound  to  say,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  ought  to  have  known,  that  he  did  know, 
that  he  had  good  reason  to  know,  or,  at  all  events,  to 
believe,  that  the  petition  came  from  no  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Habersham  county,  and  must,  if  it  came 
from  them  at  all,  have  come  from  a single  individual. 
The  gentleman  must  cither  have  disbelieved  what  he 
(Mr.  H.)  had  stated  to  him,  or  at  least  have  doubted 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  protesting  against  the  constant 
interruptions  to  which  he  was  liable,  and  recurring 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  cut  off  at  the 
very  moment  he  was  entering  upon  his  defence,  stood 
here,  he  9aid,  upon  the  accusation  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gilmer),  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  the  other,  both  of 
! them  being  apparently  anxious  to  have  the  question 
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taken;  so  that  if  he  should  be  acquitted  on  the  charge 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  there  yet  remained 
the  other,  upon  which  he  w as  to  defend  himself,  upon 
other  grounds,  against  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
Who  on  this  floor  could  fail  to  be  surprised  to  see 
the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia  unit- 
ed together  in  this  purpose  of  casting  censure  upon 
him — the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  the  head  of  the 
home  squadron,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
head,  the  nominal  head,  (from  the  dignity  which  he 
exercised  as  late  governor  of  Virginia),  of  the  Tyler 
party.  There  was  a coalition  for  you!  [Laughter.] 
Pointed  against  whom?  Against  one  single  individual, 
a member  of  this  house,  charged  with  half  a dozen 
capital  crimes;  and  this  house  was  called  upon  to 
censure  him  because  he  had  presented  a petition. — 
For,  come  to  the  real  point  of  the  matter,  that,  and 
that  alone  for  which  he  had  really  to  answer  before 
this  house,  as  he  conceived,  was  for  the  crime  of 
presenting  a petition. 

Now  in  what  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  this  declared  to  be  a crime?  He  would 
like  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  look  into  his 
deep  researches  of  law,  common  or  national,  and  to 
define  where  the  law  was  which  constituted  it  a crime 
to  present  a petition,  lead  to  what  it  might.  Where 
was  the  gentleman’s  law?  He  was  a great  and  pro- 
found lawyer,  and  he,  (Mr.  A.)  asked  him  to  show 
where  he  found  his  law  for  this?  Let  him  look  into 
the  constiiution  of  the  United  States  and  show  where 
the  law  was  by  which  he  would  punish,  in  any  shape 
or  form,  a member  of  this  house  for  presenting  a pe- 
tition. No;  in  the  first  place,  the  gentleman  had  made 
the  law;  he  had  then  gone  on  and  accused  an  as- 
sociate member  of  violating  that  law — to  sit  as  a 
judge  upon  him,  and  then  to  turn  executioner.  And, 
to  crown  all,  had  declared  that  it  was  a great  mercy 
and  favor  that  the  punishment  was  not  much  more 
severe. 

Long  as  the  gentleman’s  speech  had  been,  under  a 
profession  of  personal  explanation,  he  (Mr.  A.)  was 
willing  he  should  make  another  speech  as  long  as 
that  to  sbowr  where  he  found  this  law.  Was  this  re- 
publican? Was  there  a government  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  that  would  punish  a man  for  a crime,  when 
there  was  no  law  which  constituted  that  crime?  He 
should  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  on  that  subject. — 
He,  (Mr.  A.)  on  the  contrary,  declared  that  there 
was  a law  expressly  against  it.  There  was  a pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
declared  that  no  ex  post  facto  law  should  be  passed; 
and  that  provision  was  declared  to  apply  to  all  cri- 
minal and  penal  laws.  The  provision  was  the  dictate 
, of  justice  and  humanity;  and  he  trusted  he  should 
have  the  benefit  of  it  before  the  house  came  to  de- 
cide upon  the  question. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  Mr.  A.  repeated, 
had  first  made  the  law,  had  next  charged  him  with 
a violation  of  that  law — (in  what  Mr.  A.  must  be 
permitted  to  call  blackguard  language) — and,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  had  proceeded  to  punish  him.  We  read 
in  the  scriptures,  that  when  Michael,  the  Archangel, 
had  quarrelled  with  the  devil,  [great  laughter,]  he 
used  no  railing  accusation  against  him.  He  advised 
'"the  gentleman,  who  was  so  profound  a lawyer,  to 
read  a little  of  the  Bible;  and  there  learn,  that  if  he 
meant  to  attack  a man — to  ruin  his  character,  to  ruin 
his  usefulness  to  the  country,  and  to  deprive  him  of 
his  right  as  a member  of  this  house — to  make  it  not 
a railing  accusation.  The  gentleman’s  accusation 
against  him,  (Mr.  A.)  in  addition  to  all  its  other  de- 
fects, was  a railing  accusation. 

He  had  spoken  of  the  extraordinary  position  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  combined  with  the 
chief  of  the  Tyler  party,  heretofore  called  the  cor- 
poral’s guard,  but  who,  Mr.  A.  should  think,  was  the 
field  marshal  of  the  armies  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. When  he  saw  that  combination  in  the  first  in- 
stance, he  could  not  help  asking,  What  is  this?  Mise- 
ry, it  was  said,  makes  strange  bed-fellows.  And  he 
thought  to  himself,  was  the  gentleman,  from  Ken- 
tucky in  such  misery  that  he  was  compelled  to 
seek  such  companions?  [Laughter.]  Then  came  the 
Georgia  whigs,  who,  after  endeavoring  to  produce 
an  impression  unfavorable  to  him  for  having  present- 
ed a petition,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a hoax,  and 
had  gone  on  voting  against  him,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  censure  upon  him. 

The  third  part  of  this  combination  was  a large 
portion  of  the  Virginia  whigs,  who  were  neither 
Tylerites  nor  Kcntuckyans.  And  then,  the  great 
democracy  of  the  free  states — the  auxiliaries  of  the 
“peculiar  institutions.”  [Laughter.]  This  was  a 
combination  of  parties  he  was  called  to  meet  in  order 
to  maintain  his  right  as  a member  of  this  house,  to 
present  petitions  complaining  of  grievances.  A very 
strange  composition!  And  already  he  found  that  in 
the  operation  of  that  great  party  there  was  a radical 
difference  of  opinion  on  some  things  extremely  irm 
portant  and  vital  in  all  this  controversy  between  the 


commander-in-chief  from  Aecomac  and  the  admiral 
of  the  Kentucky  squadron  from  Kentucky.  [A 
laugh.]  The  gentleman  from  Accomac,  in  a five 
hours’  speech,  had  considered  this  as  a question  of 
abolition  from  beginning  to  end.  And  how  did  his 
friend,  rival  and  opponent,  (for  he  bore  all  those 
characters),  brave  that  most  preposterous  charge 
ever  made  in  this  house,  that  all  the  movements  ol 
his,  (Mr.  A’s)  were  under  English  influence.  Among 
the  beautiful  parts  of  the  composition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  he  was  happy  to  find  that  he 
disclaimed  as  totally  false  any  such  imputation.  He 
also  thanked  him  for  another  part  of  his  speech,  for 
every  word  he  had  used  to  show  what  horrors  this 
country  in  every  part  would  endure  in  the  event  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  union.  And  he  hoped  his  southern 
confederates  would  lay  it  to  their  hearts,  that  they 
should  have  no  more  such  resolutions  as  were  prepar- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Rhetl),  and  kept  in  his  drawer  to  be  presented  to  this 
house.  He  should  have  hoped  that,  out  of  mere 
sympathy,  the  gentleman,  if  he  had  thought  him, 
(Mr.  A.)  guilty  of  the  crime  of  perjury  or  high  trea- 
son, as  he  would  be  necessarily  included  in  it,  would 
have  given  him,  (Mr.  A.)  the  benefit  of  his  vote 
upon  this  occasion.  [A  laugh.]  But  no,  he  was  a 
part  of  the  parly.  He  now  voted  that  he,  (Mr. 
A.)  was  guilty  of  subornation  of  perjury  or  high 
treason  for  presenting  a petitition  exactly  agreeing 
with  his  views!  [A  laugh.]  That  gentleman  and 
the  rest  of  the  representatives  from  South  Carolina — 
that  land  of  nullification  against  whom  Andrew  Jack- 
son  himself  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  issuing  a 
proclamation  threatening  them  with  the  second  sec- 
tion if  they  continued  in  it — here  was  the  whole  re- 
presentation from  that  slate  ready  to  endorse  the 
charges  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  of  high 
treason  because  forty-five  of  his  fellow  citizens 
thought  on  the  particular  point  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  union  just  as  they  did! 

He  said  this  was  a formidable  combination.  He 
should  certainly  belie  his  feelings  if  he  could  say 
that  he  was  indifferent  as  to  what  the  effect  of  such 
a combination  of  parties  might  be  in  this  house.  But, 
as  it  was  concluded,  and  the  house  had  thought  pro- 
per to  determine  that  this  proposition  should  not  be 
laid  on  the  table,  he  was  obliged  to  meet  it,  and  he 
now  repeated  here,  what  he  was  afraid  his  own  coun- 
trymen and  constituents  would  not  fully  understand, 
that  he  was  not  responsible  for  one  moment  of  the 
time  consumed  on  this  subject,  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  He  would  have  sat  down  just 
now,  under  the  heavy  weight  of  the  eloquence  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  without  asking  to  say  a 
word  on  this  subject,  if  the  house  had  thought  pro- 
per to  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  would  have  rejoiced 
at  it,  if  the  house  had  said  they  would  have  nothing 
further  to  do  with  this  accusation.  What  was  it,  af- 
ter all,  that  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  Kentucky 
and  Georgia  were  all  pushing?  It  was  to  make  him 
(Mr.  A.)  sit  here,  hour  after  hour,  and  hear  invec- 
tive from  the  most  eloquent  members  from  this  house 
— personal  invective;  and  that  all  their  grievances, 
public  and  private,  were  to  be  detailed  here,  in  the 
face  of  the  nation,  and  the  time  of  the  country  to  be 
consumed.  He  was  willing  to  submit  to  it,  but  he  had 
thought  proper  not  to  be  accountable  himself  for  this 
consumption  of  the  time  of  the  house. 

He  had  demanded,  if  this  house  were  to  act  on 
him — on  the  position  assumed  that  he  had  been  guil- 
ty by  act  or  thought  of  the  charges  contained  in  the 
gentleman’s  preamble  and  resolutions — he  had  de- 
manded a trial  by  his  peers,  as  secured  to  him  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  he  demanded 
now  that,  before  the  house  came  to  the  final  conclu- 
sion on  the  motives  assumed  in  this  charge,  they 
should  send  him  out  to  be  tried  before  a tribunal  of 
the  country.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the  house  to 
issue  an  order  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  to  prosecute  him  for  this  crime  before  the 
proper  courts.  Then  he  should  have  the  benefit  se- 
cured by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  He 
demanded  this  still,  if  the  house  was  to  proceed  and 
act  on  the  resolutions.  They  were  bound,  before 
they  came  to  any  such  resolution,  to  have  the  act  es- 
tablished, and  established  in  the  judicial  court.  The 
house  had  no  right  whatever  to  act  without  first  hav- 
ing established  the  fact  on  which  they  themselves 
undertook  to  censure  him.  That  was  the  course  pur- 
sued in  the  case  of  John  Smith;  into  the  particulars  of 
which  he  briefly  entered. 

But  he  was  going  to  say,  that,  after  having  done 
with  that,  and  if  the  house  thought  proper  to  proceed 
with  this  matter,  he  should  want  to  have  two  or 
three  calls  made  on  the  departments  for  documents 
and  information  which  would  be  necessary  for  his 
defence.  He  would  send  a list  of  the  resolutions  to 
the  chair. 

It  was  as  an  accused  person  before  a criminal  court 
trying  him  on  this  charge  that  he  claimed  the  right 


to  offer  them.  He  wanted  the  information  which 
•they  asked  for,  for  the  purpose  of  his  defence.  He 
further  said,  that  he  should  ask  for  a postponement. 
He  wanted  this  trial,  and  those  documents  for 
which  he  asked;  before  the  house  acted  upon  the  re- 
solutions. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  resolutions,  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  house,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  department  of  the  state  and 
the  ministers  of  Great  Britain;  also  with  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  South  Carolina  and  with  the  late  William 
Johnson,  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  relating  to  an  actor  acts  of  the  legislature  of  South 
Carolina,  directing  the  imprisonment  of  colored  persons 
arriving  from  abroad  in  the  ports  of  that  stale;  also,  of 
the  act  or  acts  themselves,  and  of  any  official  opinions 
given  by  the  said  Judge  Johnson  of  the  unconstitutional!- 
ty  of  the  said  acts. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  naval  court  martial,  recently  field  for  the  trial  of  cap- 
tain William  Compton  Bolton,  and  of  the  preceding 
court  of  inquiry  upon  whose  report  the  said  naval  court 
martial  was  ordered.  Also,  copies  of  all  despatches  re- 
ceived at  the  department  from  Isaac  Hull,  late  comman- 
der of  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, reporting  the  proceedings  of  that  squadron  con- 
sequent upon  the  receipt  of  a letter  or  letters  by  the  said 
commander  of  the  squadron  from  Andrew  Stevenson, 
late  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  together  with  copies  of  any  such  letter  or  letters. 
Also,  copies  of  all  instructions  front  the  navy  department 
to  the  said  commander  of  the  squadron,  or  to  his  succes- 
sor in  the  command,  consequent  upon  and  relating  to 
these  transactions. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  incompa- 
tible with  the  public  interest,  a copy  of  any  letter  or  let- 
ters written  by  him  to  William  Cost  Johnson,  telating 
to  the  rule  of  the  house  excluding  front  reception  peti- 
tions of  any  kind  from  any  poition  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  any  agency  of  the  said  William 
Cost  Johnson  in  the  introduction  and  establishment  of 
that  rule. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  he  ever  authorised 
Henry  A.  Wise  to  affirm  in  his  place  that  he  knew  the 
president  was  in  favor  of  the  rules  or  any  rule  of  the  house 
excluding  any  class  of  petitions,  resolutions,  or  other  pa- 
pers, including  resolutions  of  state  legislatures,  from  re- 
ception. 

Mr.  Mams  continued.  He  should  want  the  adop- 
tion of  all  these  resolutions  by  the  house.  They 
were  all  extremely  essential  to  his  defence.  But  fie 
was  further  going  to  say  that  before  the  house  had 
decided  to  adopt  the  resolution  before  them,  he  should 
insist  upon  their  decision  whether  they  would  turn 
him  over  to  the  criminal  court  to  establish  the  facts 
on  which  this  resolution  was  founded;  and  then  he 
should  ask  time  for  the  trial  to  be  gone  through, 
where  he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to  stand  up  and 
defend  himself  before  a jury  of  his  countrymen 
against  these  enormous  charges,  and  where  he  hoped 
he  should  have  an  impartial  trial.  If  not,  if  it  was 
the  pleasure  of  the  house  to  proceed  and  to  presume 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  this  crime,  in  order  to 
pass  this  vote  of  censure  on  him,  then  he  should  have 
nothing  but  his  country  to  appeal  to.  And  then  he 
hoped  he  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  send  out  to  the 
country  not  only  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  accusa- 
tion, but  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted 
by  this  house. 

If  he  was  called  to  answer  the  accusation  made  by 
Mr.  Gilmer,  of  contempt  of  the  house  it  would  occu- 
py much  less  time  than  the  other,  but  still  it  would 
require  some  time — a good  deal  of  time.  He  hoped 
that  members  of  this  house,  if  they  could  not  be  ope- 
rated upon  by  public  considerations,  would  consider 
what  each  and  every  one  of  themselves  would  be  sub- 
jected to  if  they  undertook  to  pass  a vote  of  censure 
on  one  of  their  members  for  the  act  of  which  he  was 
accused — for  presenting  a petition  in  this  house.  He 
hoped  the  house  would  take  occasion  to  consult  the 
precedents  of  what  had  been  done  heretofore  on 
charges  of  a similar  kind.  The  most  apposite  case 
of  any  that  existed  was  that  of  a trial  for  a breach  of 
privilege,  about  four  years  ago,  in  this  house,  upon  a 
charge  of  cold-blooded  deliberate  murder  of  one  of 
the  members  of  this  house.  He  had  alluded  to  that 
case  from  absolute  necessity  heretofore.  He  now 
alluded  to  it  in  order  that  the  house,  before  they 
came  to  decide  on  him,  would  inform  themselves 
what  were  the  proceedings  in  that  case;  he  knew  of 
none  that  so  clearly  resembled  it. 

[Here  a message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by 
its  secretary,  A.  Dickens,  esq.  announcing  that  that 
body  had  rejected  the  bill  from  the  house  repealing 
the  bankrupt  law]. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  hoped  this  was  a good  omen  for  the 
decision  of  another  of  the  favorite  projects  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  [A  laugh].  About  four 
years  ago,  he  continued,  a deliberate  cold-blooded 
murder  was  committed  on  a member  of  this  house, 
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and,  after  the  funeral  ceremonies  had  been  perform- 
ed, according  to  the  custom  of  the  house  upon  the  de- 
cease of  any  member,  a proposition  was  brought  in 
for  taking  up  the  subject,  on  the  ground  of  a breach 
of  privilege.  It  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
house;  which  committee,  after  a reasonable  time, 
presented  three  distinct  reports. 

When  the  house  came  to  make  up  their  minds  as 
to  their  right  and  duty  to  pass  a censure  upon  him, 
he  hoped  the  members  would  take  care  to  read  each 
of  these  reports,  and  mark  particularly  and  attentive- 
ly the  report  of  the  single  member  from  South  Caro- 
lina. He  begged  leave  to  ask  that  a small  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  majority  be  read;  [which  was 
accordingly  read  by  the  clerk]. 

This  first  paragraph  (continued  Mr.  A.)  establish- 
ed, in  the  name  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  who 
reported  these  resolutions,  that  the  honse  had  no 
right  to  try  their  members  for  crimes  over  which  the 
courts  had  jurisdiction;  for  it  appealed  to  the  very 
amendment  of  the  constitution  of  which  he  had 
claimed  the  benefit  in  his  own  case,  as  a motive  and 
reason  for  them  to  confine  their  inquiries  exclusively 
to  the  question  of  a breach  of  privilege  of  the  house. 
So  far,  then,  as  that  would  go  as  a precedent,  it  es- 
tablished at  once  the  very  question,  and  he  presumed 
the  house  would  consider  it  as  a precedent,  binding 
on  them  in  this  case. 

[The  clerk  then  further  read  from  the  report,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  A]. 

Mr.  Wise  [the  floor  having  been  yielded  by  Mr. 
A.]  said:  Now  he  had  an  opportunity  of  saying  what 
lie  had  long  wished  to  say.  He  thanked  God  that 
there  was  a large  assembly  here  to  hear  it.  An  op- 
portunity had  at  length  arrived  for  him  to  vindicate 
himself,  now  and  forever,  from  the  charge  of  insti- 
gating and  advising  the  duel  of  Graves  and  Cilley.- — - 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  charged  him 
with  being  an  instigator  and  adviser  of  that  duel,  and 
of  being  more  guilty  than  “the  man  who  pulled  the 
trigger.”  He  was  now  calling  for  the  reading  of  the 
Journal  in  the  case,  with  the  view  incidentally  of 
convicting  him  of  that  charge.  He  said  that  he  was 
glad  to  see  that  the  two  senators  from  Kentucky  who 
then  (at  the  time  of  the  duel)  represented  that  state, 
were  here  now  present.  One  of  them  (Mr.  Clay) 
was  just  sitting  immediately  behind  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  And  he  could  appeal  to  them 
as  his  witnesses,  that  his  advice  was  not  the  advice 
relied  upon  or  followed  in  the  preliminaries  of  that 
duel — it  was  the  advice  of  another,  higher  better  and 
more  distinguished  man  which  was  relied  on.  And 
as  to  what  occurred  upon  the  ground,  he  was  there 
an  armed  second,  to  guard  the  life  of  his  friend,  with 
written  instructions  in  his  pocket.  And  the  only  re- 
gret he  had  was,  that  he  was  induced  to  go  there,  not 
approving  the  preliminary  steps  which  had  been  taken 
in  that  fight. 

Here  Mr.  Mams  interrupted  Mr.  Wise,  and  asked 
him  to  do  him  the  favor  of  giving  him  the  name  of 
his  colleague  who  had  told  him  (Mr.  W.)  that  he  had 
heard  him  (Mr.  A.)  justify  his  conduct  on  the  merits 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  Wise.  It  was  not  one  only,  but  two  colleagues. 

Mr.  Adams.  I would  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
names  of  both. 

Mr.  Wise.  Both  are  present  in  this  hall,  he  be- 
lieved. One  he  knew  to  be  present,  who  told  him 
that,  at  a public  meeting  at  some  place,  the  name  of 
which  he  did  not  remember,  when  there  was  a large 
assemblage  of  people  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  had 
been  arraigned  before  the  moral  people  of  New  Eng- 
land on  this  charge,  that  had  rested  on  him  now  long 
enough,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  A), 
vindicated  him  on  the  occasion,  and  pledged  himself 
that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  innocent  of  the  charge  as 
made.  Whether  this  was  true  or  not,  he  did  not 
know. 

Mr.  Mams  asked  for  the  names. 

Mr.  Wise.  As  to  the  names,  I leave  that  to  the 
gentlemen  who  gave  me  the  information  to  rise  in 
their  places  and  declare  them;  as  they  are  present,  I 
shall  give  them  the  opportunity  to  disclose  the  names. 
And  for  further  proof  that  the  gentleman  did  defend 
me  on  the  floor  at  that  time,  and  to  what  extent,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  referred  to  Gales  & Seaton’s  report  of  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  at  the  time.  I refer  also  to 
the  chairman,  (Mr.  Toucey),  who  made  the  majority 
report,  and  who  is  not  now  a member,  who,  when 
called  on  to  say  whether  there  was  a scintilla  of  proof 
of  any  thing  dishonorable  on  my  part  on  the  ground, 
promptly  and  fully  declared  that  there  was  no  such 
conduct.  He  reforred  to  that  man’s  feelings,  (Mr. 
Toucey ’s),  who’was  personally  assailed — a man  whom 
he  thought  a victim  of  consumption,  and  whose  per- 
sonal appearance  should  have  excited  sympathy  in 
any  bosom  for  his  malady — most  brutally  assailed  for 
the  “sepulchral  tones  of  his  voice”  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  Such  was  the  ardor,  zeal  and 
impetuosity  with  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  defended  him 


(Mr.  W.)  on  that  occasion.  He  declared  again  that 
not  one  only,  but  two,  and  he  believed  three  of  the 
gentleman’s  colleagues,  had  informed  him  that  he  did 
defend  him  on  the  occasion  of  the  public  meeting  re- 
ferred to.  And  he  again  declared  that  he  was  not 
responsible  for  the  advice  on  a solitary  preliminary 
of  the  duel,  and  that  he  was  responible  merely  for 
being  concerned  in  the  duel  at  all,  contrary  to  his 
own  judgment,  and  for  acting  on  the  advice  and  judg- 
ment of  others  given  to  Mr.  Graves. 

He  said  Mr.  John  J.  Crittenden  and  Mr.  Menefee, 
the  colleagues  of  Mr.  Graves,  were  both  present  on 
the  ground  as  his  sub-seconds,  with  whom  he  was 
bound  and  obliged  to  advise  on  every  question  which 
occurred  there,  and  with  whom  he  did  advise  and 
counsel  on  every  point,  and  that  there  was  not  a sin- 
gle point  on  which  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr.  Menefee 
differed  with  him,  (Mr.  W.)  If  he  was  responsible, 
they  were^responsible.  Mr.  Jones  had  to  go  to  his 
two  sub-seconds,  as  I had  to  go  to  Mr.  Crittenden  and 
Mr.  Menefee. 

He  was  ready  to  meet  his  God  in  that  case,  so  far 
as  being  responsible  for  murder,  or  for  instigating  the 
duel;  though,  as  far  as  the  sin  of  duelling  was  con- 
cerned, he  confessed  he  was  not  ready  to  meet  Him. 

He  would  add  one  word.  He  believed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Mams),  at  the 
time  he  defended  him  (Mr.  W.)  so  strongly,  was 
convinced  and  believed,  and  is  now  convinced  and 
believes,  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  responsible  for 
that  duel.  He  then  knew  the  facts,  and  he  knows 
them  now;  but  from  subsequent  causes  of  hostility, 
with  malice  prepense,  and  without  the  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes — [the  speaker  here  called  Mr.  W.  to 
order,  but  he  concluded  the  sentence] — or  any  re- 
gard to  truth  in  his  heart,  he  seeks  every  occasion  to 
reiterate  the  charge. 

Mr.  Adams.  Amiable  discourse  towards  a crimi- 
nal on  trial!  He  called  on  his  colleagues  to  say  if 
they  had  ever  said  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
that  they  had  heard  him  (Mr.  A.)  defend  Mr.  W.  on 
the  merits  of  that  duel  before  any  assembly  of  that 
kind.  He  called  on  them  to  appear,  since  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  did  not  choose  to  name  them. 

He  had  referred  to  this  matter  of  the  duel  solely  in 
order  to  show  precedents  for  the  conduct  of  this 
house,  that  this  house  might  have  some  ground  for 
recurring  to  what  had  been  done  before,  when  they 
came  to  the  decision  of  the  present  case.  In  one  re- 
spect, the  charge  at  that  time  was  identical  with  the 
charge  made  on  him.  It  was  for  a breach  of  privi- 
lege of  this  house.  Without  making  further  reference 
to  it,  he  would  call  for  the  reading  of  an  extract  of 
the  report  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  It 
related  to  the  power  of  this  house  to  add  to  the  capa- 
cities under  which  members  of  this  house  acted  in 
cases  of  criminal  charges. 

Mr.  Bolls  here  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  yield  the  floor  to  a motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  urged  to  yield  to  a motion  to 
adjourn.  He  would  consent,  from  the  moment  a ma- 
jority of  this  house  thought  this  matterougkt  to  be  no 
further  pursued,  as  relates  to  this  house,  that  this 
course  should  be  taken;  and  would  put  his  justifica- 
tion and  defence  before  his  own  constituents,  and  re- 
fer it  to  them.  He  said  this  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  time  of  the  house.  He  could  not  in 
conscience,  even  for  the  defence  of  himself  before 
the  house,  consent  to  consume  their  time  to  the  ex- 
tent which  he  knew  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
do,  if  it  was  possible  for  any  action  of  his  to  avoid  it. 
Pie  then  yielded  the  floor;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Botts,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  29.  Mr.  Fillmore  said  that,  with 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Mass.,  (Mr. 
Adams)  he  would  propose  to  take  up  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  already  more  than  once  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  con- 
sumption of  one  hour  or  one  moment  of  the  time  of 
this  house  in  relation  to  the  question  which  had  been 
engaging  its  attention  for  several  days  past.  So  far, 
therefore,  as  he  was  concerned,  and  however  impor- 
tant to  him  was  his  defence  against  the  charges  which 
had  been  made  against  him,  he  was  willing  to  yield 
to  any  motion  by  which  the  business  of  the  nation 
should  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fillmore's  motion  was  then 
taken  and  agreed  to  without  division,  and  the  house 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  treasury  note  bill. 

When  the  bill  was  last  before  the  house,  Mr.  Fill~ 
more  had  mpved  that  the  house  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments made  thereto  by  the  senate. 

And  Mr.  Sprigs;  had  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Sprigg  resumed  his  remarks,  and  advocated  the 
reference  of  this  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  cf  the  union. 


The  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  was  then  taken,  and  the  two  first  were  | 
concurred  in. 

And  the  question  again  recurring  on  concurring  in  I 
the  amendment  of  the  senate  striking  out  the  proviso  j 
of  the  house  that  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  which  I 
might  be  issued  under  the  authority  of  this  act  should  ! 
be  deemed  and  taken  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  the  loan  i 
bill,  &c. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  fol-  . 
lows: — 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams.  Allen,  Landaff,  W.  An-  :i 
drews,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Avcrigg,  Baker,  Barnard,  j 
Birdseye.  Blair,  Boardrnan,  Briegs,  Brockwav,  Milton.  1 
Brown.  Jeremiah  Brown.  Burnet1,  Calhoun.  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruihers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  1 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cashing,  ] 
Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessen- 
den, Fillmore,  Gamble.  Gates.  Gentry, Giddings,  Patrick  .1 
G.  Goode,  Graham,  Granger.  Green,  Hall.  Halsted.  Hen- 
ry, Hudson,  J.  R-  Ingersoil,  W.  W Irwin,  James,  William  j 
Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones.  J.  P.  Kennedy,  Lawrence, 
Linn,  Samson  Mason,  Matbiot.  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Os- 
borne, Tendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Be  jamin  i 
Randall,  Randolph,  Raynor,  Ridaway,  Rodney,  Wil- 
liam Russell,  .Tames  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall.  Shepperd, 
Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  A.  PI.  H.  Stuart,  Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  'Po- 
land, Tomlinson,  T rumbull,  Wallace,  Warren,  Washing- 
ton, Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  John  Young 
—100 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Bee=on,  Bid- 
lack.  Botts,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster.  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Samson  IT.  Butler,  William  But- 
ler, Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  Cary,  Cascv,  Chapman,  Cliftord,  Clinton, 
Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Doan, 
Dole,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John 
G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Titos.  F.  Foster, 
Gerry.  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Gordon.  Gustine,  Gvvin,  Harris, 
John  Hastings.  Hays,  Holmes.  Hopkins,  Houck,  Pious- 
ton,  Ilubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Lane,  Lewis,  Littlefield.  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  R. 

C.  McClellan.  McKay,  Mallory.  Marchand,  Alfred  Mar- 
shall, John  Thompson  Mason,  Mathews.  Medill.  Miller, 
Newhard,  Owsley,  Partridge,  W.  W.  Payne,  Pickens, 
Proffit,  Reding,  Reynolds.  Rhctt,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  San- 
ford. Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder, 
Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Stratton,  John  T Stuart.  Sumter.  Re-h- 
ard W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson.  Turnpy,  LMier- 
wood,  Van  Buren.  Van  Rensselapr,  Watterson,  West- 
brook. James  W.  Williams,  Wood — 100. 

[A  tie  vote.] 

The  speaker  voted  in  the  affirmative,  causing  the 
vote  to  stand — yeas  101,  nays  100. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill- 
stands  in  the  following  form: 

Be  it  enacted,  &;c..  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes  to 
be  issued  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  government  may  require,  and  in  place  of  such  of 
the  same  as  may  be  redeemed,  to  cause  others  to  be 
issued;  but  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  millions  of 
dollars  of  this  emission  outstanding  at  any  one  time, 
and  to  be  issued  under  the  limitations  and  other  pro- 
visions contained  in  the  act  entitled  “an  aet  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,”  approved  the 
twelfth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  except  that  the  authority  hereby  given 
to  issue  treasury  notes  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  one 
year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Pendleton  desired  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Marshall)  on  the  question  of  privilege  pending  before 
the  house  imthe  case  of  the  petition  presented  by  Mr. 
Adams;  but,  as  objection  was  made,  was  not  permit- 
ted to  read  it. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made;  some  confusion 
ensued,  and  Mr.  Adams  resumed  the  floor,  but  yield- 
ed to 

Mr.  Barnard,  who  moved  an  adjournment,  previous 
to  which 

Tlie  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  9th  August,  1841,  of 
all  the  evidences  in  his  possession,  not  heretofore 
communicated,  respecting  the  origin,  & c.,  of  the 
Seminole  war.  Laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  house  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Monday,  Jan.  31.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  of  the  progress  made  in  the  sur- 
vey of  the  coast;  the  amount  of  money  expended  upon 
the  same  since  the  commencement  thereof;  and  tne 
probable  length  of  time  and  amount  of  money  which 
will  be  required  to  complete  it. 

A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  transmitting 
a statement  of  the  nett  revenue  of  each  post  office  in 
the  United  States  and  the  territories  thereof,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1811, 
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On  leave  given,  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen  in  foreign  countries;  which  was  committed  to 
a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  information  required 
of  the  secretary  of  state  by  the  resolution  of  this  house  of 
j September  3,  1841,  lie  be  required  to  yive  a table  exhib- 
iting a comparative  statement  between  the  tariflsol  other 
nations  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  A. 
Dickins,  esq.  secretary,  informing  the  house  that  the 
lion.  N.  F.  Dixon,  senator  from  the  state  of  lthode 
Island,  had  departed  this  life  in  this  city  on  the  29th 
instant,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place  to- 
morrow, the  1st  day  of  February,  at  12  o’clock. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  thereupon  rose  and  addressed  the 
house  in  reference  to  the  character  and  services  of 
the  deceased  and  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  housi^has  received  with  deep  sen- 
sibility the  communication  from  the  senate  announcing 
the  death  of  the  hon.  Nathan  Fellows  Dixon,  a senator 
from  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

Resolved,  That,  in  token  of  sincere  and  high  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceastd,  this  house  will  attend 
his  funeral  obsequies  to-morrow,  at  the  hour  appointed 
by  the  senate,  and  will  wear  crape  upon  the  left  arm  as 
mourning  for  thirty  days;  and,  as  a further  mark  of  re- 
spect, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  honse  do  now  adjourn. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Fed.  1.  The  members  of  the  house  at- 
tended the  funeral  of  the  hon.  N.  F.  Dixon,  late  se- 
nator from  Rhode  Island. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  2.  Mr.  Habersham,  of  Georgia, 
introduced  to  the  house  the  hon.  M.  A.  Cooper  and 
the  hon.  Mr.  Colquitt,  members  elect  from  that  state, 
and  they  were  qualified  and  took  their  seats. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  and  the  first  of  the  series  of  reso- 
lutions offered  by  Mr.  Adams  having  been  read 
Mr.  Gilmer  (addressing  Mr.  Adams),  inquired  whe- 
ther, if  the  house  adopted  the  resolutions,  that  gen- 
tleman intended  to  move  a postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Adams.  I do  not  admit  the  gentleman  from 

Virginia  to  demand  of  me 

[Mr.  Gilmer.  I do  not  claim  it  as  a right.] 

Mr.  Adams,  (continuing) of  me,  standing  in  the 

position  of  a criminal  before  the  house,  what  1 shall 
do  in  consequence  of  the  house  performing  an  act  of 
justice  to  me,  by  granting  me  evidence  which  I may 
deem  indispensable  to  my  defence.  I claim  no  pri- 
vilege of  him  as  prosecutor,  and  want  him  to  ask 
none  of  me  as  criminal. 

Mr  Gilmer  said  he  did  not  profess  to  be  a prose- 
cutor in  the  case;  and  it  struck  him  as  somewhat 
singular  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Adams),  should  insist  on  regarding  himself  as  a 
criminal. 

He  moved  that  the  resolution  of  Mr.  A.  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  was  understood  to  request  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Jones),  to  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  and  he, 
(Mr.  A.)  would  say  that  no  friend  to  his  rights  as 
a member  of  this  house — no  friend  to  the  rights  of 
the  people — no  friend  to  the  right  of  habeas  ctrrpus, 
which  was  sacred  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 

— no  friend  to  the  right  of  trial  by  jury 

The  speaker  here  interrupted  Mr.  A.  and  said  that 
these  remarks  were  not  in  order,  pending  the  motion 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  1 simply  request  every  such 
person  to  abstain  hereafter  from  any  motion  to  post- 
pone or  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  or  from  any 
other  thing  by  which  a direct  vote,  ay  or  no,  on  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Marshall),  will  be  evaded. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Maryland,  briefly  explained.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams),  had 
many  times  in  the  course  of  proceedings  in  this  case, 
declared  that  he  would  not  be  responsible  for  the 
time  which  might  be  consumed  therein.  He,  (Mr. 
J.)  for  his  part,  was  not  willing  to  be  responsible  for 
it,  and  therefore  he  had  made  the  motion  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  in  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  house. 

Mr.  Adams.  The  gentleman  has  done  me  the  ho- 
nor to  refer  to  a proposition  which  1 have  again  and 
again  made,  to  yield  to  any  motion  by  which  this 
subject  should  be  dismissed.  If  the  house  think  pro- 
per to  do  so,  I am  willing  to  submit,  But  I give 
notice  to  the  house  that  1 have  done  with  ail  propo- 
sitions of  that  kind  on  my  part;  and  that  1 now  claim 
the  time  of  this  nation  lor  that  defence  which  these 
gentlemen  have  forced  upon  me.  I claim  a decision 


ay  or  no,  upon  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky. 

And  the  question  was  taken,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Maryland  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  89, 
nays  1 12. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gilmer  to  lay  Mr.  Adams's  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  89,  nays  107. 
So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  there- 
of— 

Mr.  Pickens  desired  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams)  whether  he  em- 
braced in  this  resolution  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States  in  the  case.  If  that  was 
to  be  embraced,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  replied,  no — because  that  opinion  was  ! 
a public  document  which  he  should  use  without  call- 
ing for  it. 

Mr.  Holmes  objected  to  the  call,  because  he  was 
not  willing,  as  a member  from  the  state  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  as  a citizen  of  the  confederacy,  again  to 
throw  up  the  embers  over  which  ashes  were  now 
lying.  He  well  knew  that  a call  of  this  kind,  so  far 
from  harmonizing,  would  again  produce  an  excite- 
ment which  every  citizen  desirous  of  peace  and  har- 
mony in  the  republic  must  deprecate.  Still,  if  these 
papers  were  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  he  (Mr.  IT.)  would  be 
willing  to  vote  in  favor  of  it.  But  he  Hid  not  believe 
it  to  be  so.  The  case  therein  referred  to  was  one 
over  which  the  union  had  no  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  H.  went  into  a brief  statement  of  the  case,  and 
of  the  course  which  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  in 
the  mere  exercise,  he  said,  of  a police  regulation, 
had  pursued  in  relation  to  it.  They  had  persevered. 
And  now,  when  commerce  had  gone  on,  when  the 
state  of  South  Carolina  had  been  trying  to  throw  oil 
on  the  troubled  waters,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  throwing  a firebrand  into  this  house 
which  was  to  create  a conflagration  that  might  en- 
danger the  republic;  and  not  only  so,  but  he  was  call- 
ing upon  this  union  to  come  in  conflict  with  the  states, 
to  trample  upon  those  rights  which  the  states  deemed 
most  essential,  and  which  they  would  not  yield  even 
if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
should,  like  Samson,  throw  his  giant  strength  round 
the  pillars  of  the  constitution,  and  crush  the  whole  re- 
public. He  hoped  the  house  would  not  consent  to  call 
for  information  which  he  pledged  himself  would  not 
be  yielded. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  expressing  obligation  to  Mr. 
Holmes  for  the  statement  he  had  made,  remarked  that 
that  statement  was  but  made  verbally  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Holmes).  He,  (Mr. 
A.)  declared,  as  an  accused  person  put  on  his  de- 
fence, that  these  papers  were  necessary  for  him  in 
his  defence  before  the  house,  and  if  the  house  re- 
quired it,  he  was  ready  to  do  what  was  done  in  courts 
of  justice  in  such  cases — to  support  the  declaration 
by  oath.  He  did  not  think  that  the  house  could  take 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Holmes)  as  one  of  his  judges;  and  however 
unwilling  he  (Mr.  A.)  might  be  to  raise  any  question 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  that  statement,  yet  he  called  for 
the  papers  themselves,  for  the  proof. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  that  if  the  call  was 
made,  it  would  be  denied.  If  it  were  made  on  the 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  he  (Mr.  A.)  thought  it 
very  possible  that  it  might  be  denied. 

But  the  call  was  not  made  on  the  governor  of  South 
Carolina.  It  was  a call  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  papers  in  the  department,  which  were  es- 
sential to  his  (Mr.  A’s)  defence.  He  therefore,  hoped 
that  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina would  not  prevail,  and  that  the  house  would 
do  him  the  favor  to  let  these  papers,  which  he  again 
declared  to  be  essential  to  his  effectual  and  perfect 
defence,  be  produced. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion was  one  of  censure.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  par- 
ty seeking  the  introduction  of  evidence,  to  show  that 
it  was  pertinent  to  the  inquiry.  Mr.  S.  proceeded 
to  contend  that  this  testimony  was  not  relevant  to  the 
inquiry,  and  that  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be  agreed 
to.  And  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  if  this  call  was  allowed  on  the 
grounds  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  placed  it;  then  upon  these  grounds  every  paper 
or  document  which  the  gentleman  might  choose 
to  say  was  necessary  to  his  defence,  must  be  called 
for.  Upon  that  ground  alone  he  (Mr.  P.)  should  vote 
no. 

Mr.  Warren  declared  that  this  whole  proceeding, 
from  beginning  to  end,  in  all  its  aspects,  and  under 
all  its  circumstances,  had  taken  place  against  his  ex- 
press wish;  and  against  his  express  wish  it  was  that 


he  was  called  upon  as  a trier  here.  He  had  no  dis* 
position  to  defend  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts: 
no  man  would  suspect  him  (Mr.  W.)  of  sympathiz- 
ing with  that  gentleman.  He  washed  his  hands  of 
the  proceeding;  and  he  gave  notice  that  from  this 
moment  he  should  vote  to  give  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  the  amplest  means  for  his  defence; 
that  he  (Mr.  W.)  should  vote  hereafter  under  higher 
obligations  than  those  of  mere  association  of  friends, 
and  that  he  should  consult  only  the  obligations  of 
public  duty  in  those  votes.  He  could  not  hereafter 
countenance  this  proceeding,  and  he  would  not  do  it. 
Mr.  Morgan  demanded  the  previous  question. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

And  the  question  “shall  the  resolution  be  adopted?” 
was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas 
107,  nays  96. 

Mr.  Adams'  second  resolution  was  then  read,  and 
by  yeas  95,  nays  84,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Adams'  third  and  fourth  resolutions  were  then 
read. 

Mr.  TFise  then  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  these  resolutions: 

“And  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  fur- 
nish to  this  house  all  information  on  the  executive 
files,  or  in  any  of  the  executive  departments,  or 
wherever  the  same  may  be  had  and  obtained,  touch- 
ing the  charge  which  John  Quincy  Adams  is  said  at 
one  time  to  have  preferred,  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
others,  against  the  federalists  of  New  England,  in- 
culpating them  with  designs  and  acts  to  dissolve  the 
union  of  these  states.” 

Mr.  Adams  submitted  to  the  speaker  whether  any 
amendment  was  to  be  made  to  a resolution  calling  for 
information  which  he  had  declared  to  be  necessary 
for  Ills  defence. 

At  the  same  time  he  declared  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jection, at  any  time,  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  if 
the  gentleman  would  ofTer  it  as  a separate  resolution. 

The  speaker  declared  the  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order,  as  being  incongruous  with  the  resolutions,  and 
not  relevant  with  the  information  demanded  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  for  his  defence. 

Mr.  Gentry  submitted  to  the  speaker  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  congress  had  no  right  to  call 
for  a correspondence  of  the  president  before  he  was 
president  of  the  United  States;  and  he  moved  to  lay 
the  resolutions  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  these  two  resolutions  were 
most  important  to  his  defence,  because  they  related 
to  the  establishment  of  the  21st  rule,  which  was  the 
foundation  of  all  these  proceedings. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gentry  was 
taken,  and  by  yeas  111,  nays  64,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  and  so  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  evidence  was  exceedingly  im- 
portant, and  he  must  confess,  when  he  saw  the  votes 
on  the  resolutions  asking  for  that  information,  which 
would  not  be  denied  to  the  vilest  villain  in  the  land, 
that  it  bore  on  him  in  a heavy  manner  as  to  what  he 
was  to  expect  from  the  votes  of  the  same  party  here- 
after. He  thanked  again  the  house  for  allowing  him 
a portion  of  that  information  which  he  had  requested. 

One  of  the  grounds  he  should  take  for  his  own  de- 
fence would  be,  that  he  had  been,  neither  by  himself 
nor  by  the  petitioners  whose  petition  he  had  present- 
ed, guilty  of  any  oflence  against  the  laws  of  the  land 
whatsoever;  and  that,  so  far  as  related  to  this,  he 
was  under  no  responsibility,  having  declared  at  the 
time  he  presented  the  petition,  and  repeating  now, 
that  their  petition  was  the  last  thing  in  the  world  he 
would  ever  vote  to  grant.  And  he  hoped  that,  he 
should  be  able  to  show  that,  for  attachment  to  this 
union,  he  might  put  sixty  or  seventy  years  of  public 
life  before  almost  all  mankind  in  proof.  If  there  was 
one  memberof  this  house  who  had  given  more  strong, 
more  clear  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  attachment  to 
the  union  of  these  states  than  the  man  who  now  stood 
charged  with  crime  before  this  house,  he  did  not 
know  who  that  man  was.  He  hoped  to  be  allowed 
to  prove  that  to  this  house. 

He  said,  then,  so  far  as  respected  his  own  act, 
which  was  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  here,  be- 
fore this  house,  and  in  presence  of  his  God,  he  did  it 
under  a sense  of  irremissible  duty.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress  he  heard  a great  deal  on  the  subject 
of  what  was  to  be  allowed  to  the  conscience  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  fully  allowed  him  the  benefit  of  the  dictates  of 
his  conscience  in  everything  he  did,  and  he  now  claim- 
ed, before  this  house  and  the  country,  the  right  to 
have  a conscience  as  well  as  he. 

He  said,  further,  that  this  was  no  new  thing  to  this 
house  and  this  country.  He  had  been  now  ten  years 
successively  a representative  of  a portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  with- 
in the  very  first  week  of  his  holding  a seat  in  this 
house,  he  had  presented  fifteen  petitions  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  at 
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that  time  he  gave  notice  to  the  house,  the  petitioners, 
and  the  whole  country,  and  his  constituents  among 
them,  that  if  they  sent  their  petitions  to  him  to  be 
presented  because  they  expected  him  to  support 
them,  they  must  understand  from  him  that  they  were 
mistaken.  This  was  not  an  irresponsible  act  of  his, 
for  in  his  district  at  that  time  there  were,  perhaps, 
more  abolitionists  than  now.  It  was  not  then  so 
odious  a thing  to  be  an  abolitionist.  The  inhabitants 
of  his  district  had  presented  petitions  for  that  same 
prayer,  which  were  referred  to  a committee,  and  a 
most  respectable  report  made  upon  them.  He  had 
repeated  that  same  sentiment,  time  after  time,  in  this 
house,  and  he  repeated  it  now.  He  said  if  a bill 
were  to  be  brought  into  this  house  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to-morrow,  he 
would  vote  against  it.  But  from  the  first  day  that  a 
petition  was  presented  to  him  on  this  subject,  he  had 
uniformly  said  it  was  his  duty  to  present  them.  He 
believed  it  the  duty  of  the  house  to  receive  them  and 
consider  them;  not  to  grant  them— that  would  be 
according  to  the  sense  of  propriety  of  the  house  it- 
self. It  was  not  an  irresponsible  thing  when  he  first 
took  this  position  in  this  house. 

At  that  time,  so  far  was  it  considered  that  he  was 
not  in  favor  of  these  petitions,  although  he  did  pre- 
sent them,  that  a most  respectable  and  worthy  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  came  to  him  and  thanked  him  for 
what  he  had  "done,  that  he  had  taken  up  this  subject 
in  the  house.  He  did  not  intimate  the  slightest  dis- 
satisfaction at  his  having  presented  these  petitions. — ■ 
They  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  chairman  was  a most  respectable 
member,  now  no  more,  from  the  state  of  Virginia.. — 
Within  the  course  of  two  or  three  months  from  that 
time  he  made  a short  report  against  the  prayer  of  the 
petitions.  So  far  was  his  (Mr.  A’s)  conduct  from 
being  satisfactory  to  all  his  constituents,  that  efforts 
were  made  in  his  district  to  instruct  him  to  present 
petitions  of  this  sort.  For  years  after  that,  he  never 
heard  any  thing  of  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  elsewhere.  It  was 
two  or  three  years  after,  before  any  abolition  peti- 
tions were  presented  to  this  house;  and  when  they 
were  presented,  in  the  session  of  1833-34,  they  were 
not  sent  to  him;  other  members  presented  them.  An 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  now  in  a dis- 
tinguished office  in  that  state,  presented  a number  of 
these  petitions,  with  great  multitudes  of  signatures, 
and  made  a speech  of  two  or  three  hours  in  favor  of 
granting  their  prayer.  Shortly  after,  a distinguished 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  now  governor  of  that 
state,  presented  a number  of  these  petitions,  and  said 
he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  concurred  per- 
fectly with  the  views  of  the  petitioners.  No  man 
took  it  up,  or  attempted  to  charge  him  with  suborna- 
tion of  perjury  or  any  other  crime.  But,  from  and 
after  that  time,  efforts  were  commenced  to  suppress 
all  these  petitions.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  reception  of  them,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
journal  of  this  house  would  show  that  those  who  not 
only  now  voted  against  the  reception  of  these  peti- 
tions, but  appeared  ready  to  vote  a censure  upon  him 
for  presenting  them,  did  not  then  dare  vote  not  to  re- 
ceive them.  He  had  presented  the  petition  under 
the  obligations  of  his  conscience,  and  if  the  majority 
of  this  house  asserted  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  this 
principle,  he  must  go  on  and  defend  himself  as  he 
could.  By  the  votes  which  had  been  taken,  by  which 
two  resolutions  he  had  offered  had  been  adopted,  call- 
ing for  information  essential  to  his  defence,  he  took 
it  for  granted  that  the  house  was  not  prepared  to  pass 
to  a decision  on  the  charges  made  against  him,  but 
that  they  would  allow  him  the  time  necessary  at  least 
for  an  answer  to  these  calls  before  they  insisted  on 
proceeding  further. 

He  was  going  to  say,  further,  that  this  was  the 
most  extraordinary  process  ever  entertained  against 
any  member  of  the  house — he  believed  he  might  say 
against  any  member  of  any  deliberative  body,  here 
or  elsewhere — sprung  on  him,  and  the  consequence 
of  a dark  conclave  of  conspirators,  not  only  prepared 
to  act  as  his  judges,  and  sentence  him  on  that  crime, 
but  having  met  in  conclave,  and  having  been  prepar- 
ed to  force  it  through  without  allowing  him  the  means 
necessary  for  his  defence.  Was  there  ever  such  a 
thing  done  before?  There  was  such  a combination — 
he  had  exposed  what  the  nature  of  it  was  some  days 
ago — of  parties  as  had  never  before  been  seen  in  this 
house,  meeting  in  a dungeon  here,  and  determining 
that  they  would  expel  him  or  pass  the  strongest  pos- 
sible censure  upon  him;  and  then  a resolution,  pre- 
pared by  one  of  the  members  of  that  conclave,  sprung 
on  him,  so  that  the  moment  the  gentleman  had  done, 
the  speaker  told  him  that  the  question  would  be  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  speaker  here  said  that  he  had,  on  a former  day, 
announced  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that 
the  question  would  be  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, unless  he  or  some  friend  moved  its  postpone- 


ment, and  that  he  had  intimated  this  to  the  gentleman 
solely  for  the  purpose  that  he  might  understand, 
without  doubt,  what  his  rights  in  the  premises  were. 

Mr.  Jldams  said  he  was  willing  to  receive  the  cor- 
rection. He  had  understood  the  speaker  to  say  that, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  any  thing 
to  say,  then  was  the  time,  for  the  question  would  be 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  This  was  a matter 
of  very  little  consequence.  He  did  not  intend  to  say 
that  the  speaker  desired  in  any  manner  to  debar  him 
from  his  rights  as  a member  of  this  house.  But  he 
asked  again,  had  there  ever  been,  since  the  founda- 
tion of  this  government,  in  this  hall,  or  in  any  deli- 
berative body,  such  a process. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Virginia,  here  rose  and  addressed  the 
speaker. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  intended  to  make  a suggestion 
for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Mams.  Non  tail  auxilio.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  A.  here  referred  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee in  the  duel  affair  again,  said,  that  in  that  part  of 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
which  reported  these  resolutions,  there  was  a to- 
tal disclaimer  of  the  right  of  the  house  to  in- 
quire into  the  transactions,  as  they  were  of  a crimi- 
nal nature,  and  as  the  party  accused  was  liable  to 
trial  for  them  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the 
country.  It  was  within  the  recollection  of  the  house 
that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  claimed  the  benefit  of  that  prin- 
ciple. The  house  had  not  seen  fit  to  grant  it.  The 
question  was  formally  put  some  days  ago,  whether 
the  house  possessed  the  jurisdiction  to  try  him  for 
these  charges;  and  they  had  decided  that  they  had, 
and  would  try  him.  He  submitted  to  that'as  to  all  the 
rest.  He  would  not  pretend  that  this  house  did  not 
possess  the  power  so  to  try  any  charge  of  this  kind  as 
to  do  it  independently  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts 
of  justice.  More  than  thirty  years  ago  he  had  him- 
self made  a report  in  another  branch  of  this  legisla- 
ture against  that  principle.  He  then  maintained  that 
the  house  had  the  power  to  try  for  crimes,  indepen- 
dently of  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  justice;  and  in 
the  case  of  John  Smith,  the  whole  report  and  resolu- 
tions for  expulsion  were  founded  on  arguments  to 
that  effect.  John  Smith  had  been  before  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  country  on  these  very  charges,  and  the 
majority  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  then  con- 
sidered, and  the  report  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  made  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  that  accusation  argu- 
ed, that  being  the  state  of  things,  the  man  having  had 
the  benefit  of  a trial  by  a court  of  justice,  and  being 
in  point  of  fact  guilty  of  that  treason  with  which  he 
had  been  charged,  and  from  which  he  was  released 
only  by  technical  proceedings,  that  the  senate  must 
inquire  and  proceed  on  him  as  if  he  had  not  been 
tried  by  the  criminal  court.  Yet  he  said,  and  repeat- 
ed now,  that  he  believed  his  honorable  colleague  from 
Kentucky,  on  that  committee  voted  against  the  reso- 
lution of  expulsion,  not  that  he  had  any  doubt  of  the 
guilt  of  the  person,  but  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  reasons  that  the  man  ought  to  be  tried  by  the 
senate,  or  that  the  senate  was  competent  to  pass  such 
a decision.  And  he  had  a perfect  certainty  that  Mr. 
Smith  escaped  from  that  conviction  of  expulsion  un- 
der the  influence  of  that  doubt,  and  in  favor  of  justice 
to  the  highest  degree  being  given  to  a member  of  a 
body  accused  before  that  body  fora  crime. 

What  he  wished  to  add  at  present  was  only  this: 
that  this  house  would  take  some  mode  of  giving  him 
the  benefit  of  that  trial  which  they  had  refused  to 
him  before  the  courts  of  law;  that  they  would  not 
assume  either  that  the  petitioners  or  himself  were 
guilty  of  this  crime  charged  in  the  preamble,  and  that 
! he  might  have  the  benefit  of  contesting  both  the  law 
I and  the  facts  of  the  member  from  Kentucky.  He 
I thought  he  had  seen  a disposition  to  drive  this  thing 
through  without  allowing  him  an  argument  in  his 
own  defence. 

He  would  read  one  more  extract  from  the  report 
of  a most  distinguished  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, who  concurred  with  the  other  members  of  that 
committee,  that  they  had  no  right  to  try  for  the  crime 
commitcd,  and  the  conclusion  which  he  drew  from  il. 

[Mr.  Mams  here  read  from  the  report,  laying  down 
the  principle  that  the  privileges  of  a member  of  con- 
gress were  not  personal  or  private  rights,  but  public 
trusts.  And  his  constituents  and  the  people  of  the 
whole  union,  in  all  matters  of  public  concernment 
pertaining  to  his  station  and  place,  had  the  right  to 
such  privileges  for  their  representative  as  would  se- 
cure his  entire,  full,  free  and  unrestricted  services, 
without  hinderance  or  molestation.  * * * It  can- 
not be  forgotten,  too,  that  in  these  proceedings  the 
house  is  lawmaker,  accuser,  witness  and  judge,  in 
its  own  cause.  And,  should  it  pronounce  a sentence 
of  expulsion,  it  could  not  be  reversed.  It  was  the 
final  doom,  and,  before  being  pronounced,  it  should 
be  made  most  carefully,  and  be  found  indispensably 
necessary.] 


One  particular  to  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  referred 
was,  that,  in  addition  to  the  Compound  character  of 
lawmaker,  accuser,  witness,  judge  and  executioner, 
here  was  that  of  a party  in  secret  conclave,  worse 
than  that  of  the  Venetian  inquisition,  preparing  a pro- 
position before  the  measure  was  brought  into  the 
house. 


He  asked  of  the  house  such  time  as  it  might  think 
proper,  in  its  own  wisdom  to  allow,  for  opportunity 
to  obtain  the  information  for  which  he  had  called; 
and  that  the  house  wmuld  take  some  measure  to  give 
him  the  benefit  of  trial  before  the  house  itself,  or  a 
committee  of  the  house,  which  it  had  denied  him  in 
the  courts  of  law.  Mr.  A.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Summers  said  it  had  been  his  intention  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  move  an  amendment.  He 
now  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  all  after  the  word  “ Resolv- 
ed.and  insert  in  place  of  the  propositions  now  be- 
fore the  house,  the  following: 

“That  a select  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  contempt,  and  breach  of  privilege 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  John  Quincy 
Adams,  a member  of  this  house,  in  presenting  a pe- 
tition, on  the  24th  day  of  Januai-y  last,  purporting  to 
be  signed  by  certain  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing that  congress  should  take  suitable  measures  for 
the  peaceable  dissolution  of  the  union;  and  that  it  be 
the  duty  of  said  committee  to  consider  and  report 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further  proceedings 
should  be  taken  by  the  house  in  the  matter  of  said  al- 
leged contempt  and  breach  of  privilege;  and  if  the  * 
said  committee  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  action  on 
the  part  of  the  house  in  relation  to  the  presentation 
of  said  petition  by  the  said  John  Qdincy  Adams  be 
proper  and  expedient,  then  that  the  said  committee 
do  further  report,  what,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  the 
best  and  most  appropriate  mode  of  conducting  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  in  relation  thereto,  having 
relation  to  the  powers  and  duty  of  the  house,  the 
precedents  of  parliamentary  usage,  and  the  rights  of 
the  member  accused.” 

Mr.  Summers  would  barely  say  that,  having  him- 
self looked  somewhat  into  the  precedents  of  alleged 
cases  of  breach  of  privilege,  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued  was  the  reference  of  the 
subject  to  a committee.  They  knew  that  no  matter 
of  importance  reached  the  consideration  of  this  house 
except  through  a committee.  A case  of  this  sort, 
above  all  others,  should  first  receive  the  calm  consi- 
deration of  a committee.  He  should  have  been  gra- 
tified if  the  house  had  pursued  this  course  in  the  out- 
set. 

In  submitting  this  resolution  he  had  not  been  ac- 
tuated by  a desire  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  that 
committee. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  the  house  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  consider  that  he  had  occupied  none  of  their  time 
on  either  one  of  the  propositions.  He  had  had  the 
honor,  without  consultation — without  the  dictation  of 
a conclave — to  submit  to  the  house  the  resolution  he 
did,  under  an  imperious  sense  of  duty.  It  was  a 
painful  duty  to  him,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
subject  was  painful  to  the  other  members  of  this 
house. 

What  he  wished  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  subject  itself,  in  its  simplest  form,  as 
embodied  by  the  resolution  he  had  offered,  and  to 
disconnect  the  subject  from  all  those  various  inciden- 
tal considerations  heaped,  day  after  day,  upon  the 
simple,  single,  solemn  question  he  had  introduced. 
He  begged  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Mams)  would  not  include  him  or  his  resolution 
in  the  animadversion  just  made  on  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  He  (Mr.  G.jhad  consulted 
with  no  caucus — no  conclave — before  he  submitted 
the  resolution.  He  waited  but  a very  brief  space  of 
time,  anxious  that  some  older,  more  experienced 
and  abler  member  of  this  house  should  move  in  this 
matter. 

He  had  been  appealed  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall ) to  know  whether  he  would 
accept  the  gentleman’s  preamble  and  resolutions  as  a 
modification  of  his.  If  the  gentleman  would  advert 
for  a moment  to  the  difference  between  the  two  re- 
solutions, he  would  perceive  the  motive  that  would 
induce  him  to  decline  his  overture.  His  (Mr.  G’s) 
resolution  was  simple,  brief,  easy  of  comprehension, 
and  admitting  of  no  doubt.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it 
ought  to  challenge  the  unanimous  support  of  the  Ame- 
rican house  of  representatives.  In  presenting  it,  he  had 
had  in  no  view  no  party  or  sectional  purpose — no  invi- 
dious course  towards  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  He 
granted  that  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  contained  in  themselves  a very 
full  and  succinct  summing  up  of  the  reasons  which 
\ would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  but  his  ex- 
perience, although  short  in  parliamentary  bodies,  was 
[ enough  to  know  that,  while  thousands  would  agree 
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and  vote  with  him  in  his  conclusions,  there  might  not 
be  any  two  who  would  agree  with  him  in  his  process 
of  reasoning  in  arriving  at  those  conclusions.  While 
he  took  the  responsibility  of  declaring  that  he  did  not 
regard  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky as  too  harsh  a censure,  and  while  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  it,  he  must  persist  in  saying  he  pre- 
ferred that  the  vote  should  be  taken  directly  upon 
his  original  proposition. 

What  do  I ask  the  house  to  do?  Not  to  denounce 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  a traitor;  not 
to  convict  him  of  subornation  of  perjury,  but  to  inflict 
no  harsher  censure  than  simply  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  this  house.  I maintain  it  is  a duty  solemn- 
ly incumbent  upon  us  to  express  a censure  on  his  con- 
duct, though  I would  do  it  in  the  mildest  terms  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  justify.  I insist  that  the  act 
is  not  mearly  just  as  it  regards  the  gentleman  him- 
self, but  that  it  is  an  act  imperatively  due  to  ourselves 
and  to  the  American  people,  in  vindication  of  this 
house  and  of  them.  It  is  as  much  an  act  of  self-vin- 
dication as  it  is  of  censure  on  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  What,  I say,  does  my  resolution 
ask?  An  expression  of  opinion.  And  of  what  opi- 
nion? That  the  gentleman,  in  presenting  a petition 
praying  for  a dissolution  of  the  union,  has  justly  in- 
curred the  censure  of  this  house.  And  has  he  not5 
I appeal  for  an  answer  to  every  man  here,  individu- 
ally and  collectively;  and  I will,  before  I have  done, 
make  that  appeal  to  the  gentleman  himself;  and  the 
only  witness  I will  ask  shall  be  that  gentleman  him- 
self, and  his  action  on  this  occasion.  The  resolution 
is  couched  in  respectful  terms;  it  insists  on  no  pains 
and  penalties  other  than  such  as  may  ensue  from  the 
power  of  public  opinion.  And  are  we  to  be  told  that 
it  is  not  constitutional  for  the  house  to  express  such 
an  opinion — to  censure  him  or  to  punish  him,  if  ne- 
cessary! I appeal  to  the  words  of  the  constitution 
itself  on  this  subject: 

“Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a 
member.” 

Here  we  find  that  not  only  the  power  to  express 
opinion,  but  the  power  of  punishment,  is  vested  in 
this  house  under  the  constitution.  So  that,  had  my 
resolution  asked  the  house  to  inflict  on  him  a signal 
punishment,  would  it  have  asked  any  thing  beyond 
the  limits  of  our  constitutional  authority?  I might 
have  felt  warranted  in  going  much  further;  but  I pre- 
ferred putting  the  resolution  in  the  very  simplest 
form  necessary  to  the  house’s  vindication  of  itself 
from  the  reproach  which  the  presentation  of  such  a 
petition  brings  upon  this  house  and  the  nation.  If 
now,  from  motives  of  patriotism,  the  gentleman  is 
constrained  to  disclaim  any  concurrence  in  the  ob- 
ject prayed  for,  by  what  motives  of  patriotism  was 
he  actuated  in  agitating  this  house  by  the  introduction 
of  a paper  like  that5  The  house?  That  would  have 
been  comparatively  a trifling  matter:  but  in  agitating 
this  entire  nation,  to  its  very  centre?  I do  maintain 
that  the  rejection  of  such  a resolution,  after  such  an 
act,  will  involve — I will  not  say  a reproach  on  this 
house,  but  a great  dereliction  of  duty:  and  I say  fur- 
ther, that  it  will  impair  and  weaken  the  powers  of 
the  house  itself.  The  time  may  come  when  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  which  this  house,  by  such  an 
act,  will  virtually  discard,  may  be  necessary  to  the 
maintainance  of  its  privileges  not  only,  but  of  our 
American  union. 

Is  precedent  wanting?  I call  the  house  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a senator,  once 
charged  with  a participation  in  Burr’s  conspiracy;  an 
occasion  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts was  himself  in  the  very  situation  on  which  he 
now  dwells  with  so  much  emphasis  as  the  posture  of 
this  house  in  his  own  case — that  of  prosecutor,  judge, 
juror  and  executioner — all  that  the  gentleman  him- 
self then  was,  as  a member  of  the  United  States  se- 
nate, acting  on  the  case  of  John  Smith.  Let  me 
read  from  a report  drawn  up  by  him  as  chairman  of 
a committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred. 
[Here  Mr.  G.  read  several  extracts  from  the  report, 
in  which  it  was  maintained  that  the  forms  of  judicial ' 
proceedings  by  the  courts  of  justice  did  not  interfere 
with  the  censorial  authority  of  the  senate  over  its  1 
own  members,  and  that  the  power  to  punish,  by  ex-  I 
pulsion  or  otherwise,  must  be  discretionary  in  the  I 
body,  and  its  exercise  must,  of  necessity,  be  more 
summary  than  the  tardy  process  of  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals.] 

At  this  point  Mr.  Gilmer  yielded  for  a motion,  by 
Mr.  Mallory,  to  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailing, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Gilmer  continued  his 
speech  against  Mr.  Adams , and  urged  the  adoption  of 
his  orginal  resolution  of  censure.  He  offered  in  the 
first  instance  to  withdraw  it,  if  Mr.  Adams  would 
withdraw  the  petition.  Mr.  Adams  declined  so  doing. ' 
Mr.  G.  having  concluded  Ins  speech. 


Mr.  Adams  commenced  his  defence  and  endeavored 
to  shew  that  there  was  a conspiracy  to  remove  him 
from  the  chair  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
and  indicated  Mr.  G.  as  having  tampered  with  Mr. 
Cushing  for  that  purpose.  This  was  denied  by  both 
Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  G.  At  a late  hour, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  4.  Mr.  Adams  resumed  his  defence 
and  having  again  alluded  to  the  conspiracy  against 
himself, 

Mr.  Rhett  announced  that  it  was  himself  who  had 
conversed  with  Mr.  Cushing  on  the  subject  of  his  Mr. 
Cushing's  becoming  chairman  of  the  committee,  in 
case  Mr.  Gilmer's  motion  should  eventuate  in  the 
election  of  a new  chairman. 

Mr.  Adams  then  continued  his  defence  at  large. — 
At  a late  hour  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  5.  Mr.  Adams  continued  his  de- 
fence, until  on  motion  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  7.  The  house  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  proposing  a 
censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  presentation  of  a pe- 
tition praying  for  a dissolution  of  the  union,  together 
with  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Marshall  thereto,  and 
the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr.  Summers  for  both 
the  said  propositions. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  during  the  course  of  the  day 
on  Saturday,  he  thought  he  perceived  an  impatience 
prevailing  in  the  house  to  get  rid  of  this  subject. 
Mr.  A.  had  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Marshall)  who  had  introduced  one  of  the 
resolutions  against  him,  with  having  consumed  an 
unreasonable  time  in  his  defence  thus  far.  It  ap- 
peared to  that  gentleman  that  a consumption  of  six 
days  by  a man  in  Mr.  A’s  situation  was  an  extrava- 
gant use  of  time,  although  a portion  of  that  space  of 
time  had  been  consumed  by  the  gentleman  himself  in 
his  accusation,  as  well  as  a considerable  portion  of  it 
by  another  member.  Warren  Hastings  had  occupied 
seven  years  in  the  trial  of  a charge  not  more  heinous 
in  its  nature. 

Mr.  A.  wished  to  retain  the  claim  he  had  all  along 
insisted  on,  to  be  free  from  responsibility  for  the  time 
consumed.  He  had  repeatedly  offered  to  let  the  pro- 
ceeding be  brought  to  a close  without  even  that  de- 
fence which  the  house  had  insisted  on  requiring  of 
him,  and  which  he  had  partly  made. 

He  wished  now  to  say,  that  if  any  of  his  accusers 
on  this  occasion  were  now  willing  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  laid  upon  the  table,  Mr.  A.  was 
ready  to  assent  to  such  a motion.  He  had  a great 
deal  of  time  still  to  require,  if  he  should  be  forced 
to  go  on  with  his  defence.  He  had  laid  out  the  plat- 
form which  he  proposed  that  defence  to  occupy,  and 
had  informed  thtf house  of  all  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  prove.  But  he  was  willing  to  forego 
it  all,  and  dismiss  the  subject  forever  from  the  house, 
and,  if  possible,  from  the  country,  if  that  could  by 
possibility  be  done  without  a sacrifice  of  his  own 
rights  and  those  of  his  constituents,  and  of  the  just 
defence  of  his  own  character. 

He  would  say  one  thing  further.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall ) had  offered  him  his 
forgiveness  for  what  he  considered  as  injurious  to 
himself  in  Mr.  A’s  remarks.  Mr.  A.  could  not  ac- 
cept of  that  forgiveness  in  the  present  stage  of  this 
proceeding;  but,  if  the  house  would  agree  to  dismiss 
the  subject  without  injury  to  Mr.  A’s  character  and 
to  the  rights  of  these  petitioners,  he  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Marshall ) , to 
the  gentleman  from  Accomac,  (Mr.  Wise),  and  to  the 
gentleman  from  Albemarle,  (Mr.  Gilmer),  that  he 
was  ready  to  exchange  forgivenesses  forever  hereaf- 
ter for  all  that  had  taken  place.  He  wished  the  house, 
however,  to  understand  that  he  did  not  say  this  from 
any  wish  to  shrink  from  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  defence  of  his  character,  or  from  the  time  and 
labor  this  might  impose  upon  him.  Still,  if  the 
house  was  ready  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  that 
it  should  never  be  taken  up  again,  he  was  willing  to 
acquiesce  in  such  an  arrangement.  If  the  house  was 
not  yet  satisfied,  and  that  offer  should  be  refused,  and 
the  house  should  assent  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Summers)  to  refer  the  en- 
tire subject  to  a select  committee,  where  Mr.  A. 
could  have  an  opportunity  further  to  defend  himself 
and  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Bolts  said  that  if  he  were  to  consult  his  own 
inclinations,  he  should  prefer  that  a direct  vote 
should  be  taken  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Marshall).  He  (Mr.  B.)  pre- 
sumed that  every  member  had  made  up  his  mind  on 
the  subject;  and  the  house  and  the  country  were  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  get  rid  of  it.  He  would  there- 
fore move,  against  his  own  will,  however,  that  the 
whole  subject  be  laid  on  the  table;  that,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams),  it  might  be  laid  there  forever. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  were  as  follows. 


YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  S.  .1.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ay- 
crigg,  Baker, Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye.  Blair, Boardman, 
Bolls,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Burnell,  Calhoun, 
Casey,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Janies  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  De- 
berry, Doig,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden, 
Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble, 
Gates,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger, 
Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  How- 
ard, Hudson,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy.  Lane,  Lawrence, 
Linn,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Meriwether,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Par- 
menter,  Partridge,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell, 
Ramsey.  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell, 
James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd,  Simonton, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alex- 
ander Id.  II.  Stuart,  J.  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro, 
John  B.  Thompson,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Tomlinson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Washing- 
ton,  E.  D.  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Winthrop,  York, 
Augustus  Young,  John  Young — 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Babcock,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown.  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William 
Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick 
C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Caru- 
thers,  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Colquit,  Cross, 
Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  East- 
man, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  For- 
nance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Gor- 
don, Graham,  Gttstine,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Harris,  John 
Hastings,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter 
Ketrn,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,’ 
Robert  McClellan,  Mallory,  Marehand,  A.  Marshall, 
T.  F.  Marshall,  John  Thompson  Mason,  Mathews,  Me- 
dill,  Miller,  Moore,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pickens, 
Proffit,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  San- 
ford, Saunders.  Shaw,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder, 
Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Ward,  Watterson,  Wes'brook,  Jas.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  II.  Williams,  Wood — 93. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  question  of  the  reception  of 
the  petition  had  been  laid  on  the  table — and  “shall 
the  motion  be  reconsidered”  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, yeas  144,  nays  52. 

Mr.  Merriwealhcr  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
the  question  of  reception  on  the  table  and  demanded 
the  previous  question  on  the  reception  of  the  petition 
itself. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  An- 
drews, Arnold,  Avcrigg,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Birdseye, 
Botts,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Clnlds,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark, 
J.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravens,  R.  D.  Davis,  Everett, 
Fessenden,  John  G Floyd,  A.  L.  Foster,  Gates,  Gid- 
dings, Granger,  Halsted,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Howard, 
James,  Linn,  Maynard,  Morrow,  Benj.  Randall,  Salton- 
stall, Slade,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Winthrop, 
John  You ne — 40. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Baker,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Bourne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Mil- 
ton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Tlios.  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers, Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Clinton,  Coirs,  Colquit,  Cowen,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig, 
Eastman,  John  Edwards,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert, 
Ferris,  Fillmore,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  T.  F. 
Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gerrv,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Patrick 
G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gustine,  Gwin, 
Habersham,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Henry,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  James  Irvin, 
William  W.  Irwin,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  J.  P.  Kennedy, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  Mal- 
lory, Marehand.  A Marshall,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Samson 
Mason,  John  Thompson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mathews, 
Matlocks,  Maxwell,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Newhard,  O.-borne,  Owsley,  Parmen- 
ter,  Partridge,  Pavne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reding  Reynolds, 
Rhett,  Ridgway,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  William 
Russell,  J.  M.  Russell,  Sanford,  Saunders.  Shaw,  Sliep. 
pard,  Shields,  Simonton,  Truman  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Snyder,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  A.  II.  II. 
Smart,  John  1’.  Smart,  Summers,  Surntet,  Sweney, 
Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Van  Ren«elaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Watterson,  Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White, Tho- 
mas W.  Wiliams,  James  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  II.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wise,  Wood,  Yorke,  Aug.  Young — 106. 

So  the  petition  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Adorns  stated  that  he  had  in  his  possession  two 
other  petitions  of  the  same  effect  as  that  just  dispos- 
ed of — one  from  New  York  and  the  other  from  Penn- 
sylvania; which  (after  a brief  conversation)  Mr.  A. 
said  he  would  not,  in  the  present  disposition  of  the 
house,  offer,  but  that  he  Would  reserve  them  to  a 
future  period. 

The  call  for  petitions  was  continued  until  the  house 
adjourned. 
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Abolition.  On  Jan.  28,  an  immense  abolition  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Boston.  Four  thousand  are  said  to  have 
attended. 

The  Abolitionists  have  held  a state  convention  at 
Petersborough,  New  York,  and  nominated  Alvan  Stew- 
art, of  Utica,  for  governor,  and  Charles  O.  Shepard,  for 
lieutenant  governor,  of  New  York. 

Fort  Adams.  The  United  States  flag  was  hoisted 
for  the  first  time  on  Fort  Adams  at  Newport,  R I.  on  the 
2d  inst.  The  fort  is  now  completed. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  By  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Custom  house  offi- 
cers. George  Holt,  collector,  Cherrystone,  Virginia,  re- 
appointed. Wolcott  Huntington,  collector.  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  vice  Charles  F.  Lester.  Matthew 
Dicks,  surveyor,  Madisonville,  Louisiana,  vice  Henry 
Curtis  resigned. 

Algernon  Sidney  Robertson,  to  be  marshal  of  the  U- 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

Assessment.  The  amount  of  property  assessed  in 
Cecil  county,  under  the  provisions  of  the  direct  tax  act,  is 
®5, 557, 200. 

Lord  Ashburton,  who  has  recently  been  appoint- 
ed special  minister  to  this  country,  was  to  leave  Eng- 
land, as  we  learn  from  a letter  from  a high  source  in 
London,  about  the  25th  of  January,  in  a frigate  for 
Annapolis.  At  his  time  of  life,  (67)  and  with  his 
princely  fortune,  no  motive  of  emolument,  or  desire 
of  diplomatic  fame,  could  induce  him  to  make  the 
sacrifice  involved  in  such  an  appointment. 

He  comes  here  actuated  wholly  by  the  belief  that 
he  will  be  able  to  bring  all  the  disputes  to  an  amica- 
ble settlement,  by  which  the  prosperity  of  the  two 
countries  will  be  consolidated  and  increased.  Some 
of  the  opposition  papers  have  hinted  that  lord  A.  has 
a great  personal  stake  in  the  preservation  of  peace. 

This  is  not  so.  The  Bingham  estate  is  perhaps 
undivided,  and  there  may  be  some  lands  in  Maine 
unsold,  but  these  are  are  as  safe  in  war  as  in  peace. 
His  connexion  with  Baring,  Brothers  & Co.,  ceased 
in  1830,  and  he  is  not  a holder  of  American  stocks. 
The  appointment  is  undoubtedly  a complimentary 
one  to  the  nation,  and  should  be  so  considered. 

[JY.  Y.  Amcr. 

China.  The  barque  Valparaiso  arrived  at  New  York 
on  the  8ih  inst.  from  China  leaving  Macao  on  Oct.  15. 
An  important  edict  has  been  received  in  Canton,  said  to 
have  been  written  after  a despatch  from  sir  H.  Pottinger 
reached  Pekin,  and  though  not  made  public,  it  was  be- 
lieved to  be  peacable  in  its  tenor,  hinting  that  money  and 
greater  privileges  of  trade  than  existed  formerly,  might 
be  granted  to  bring  about  an  amicable  adjustment  of  ex- 
isting difficulties;  but  declaring  that  no  territory  can  be 
ceded,  and  blaming  die  provincial  authorities  for  their 
reports. 

On  the  other  hand  the  sentence  of  Keshen,  to  be  be- 
headed evinces,  according  to  the  Canton  Register,  the 
determination  of  the  cabinet  at  Pekin  to  hold  out  a tout 
oulrance  against  foreign  domination — Keshen  being  con- 
nected both  by  blood  and  marriage  with  the  imperial 
clan.  The  Chinese  were  refortifying  Canton.  On  Sept. 
21  the  British  fleet  was  opposite  to  the  island  ofChusan. 
Nirtgpo  is  reported  to  have  fallen  into  their  hands. 

National  convention  for  the  encouragement  of 
home  industry,  &c.  At  a meeting  of  the  central  com- 
mittee of  the  home  league,  held  at  the  American  Insti- 
tute, in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  19th  of  January, 
1842,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Whereas,  it  is  universally  conceded  that  a readjust- 
ment of  the  tariff  should  be  made  before  next  July;  and 
whereas,  the  [efforts  of  those  opposed  to  any  discrimina- 
tion in  favor  of  American  industry  have  hitherto  been 
successful  in  preventing  any  proper  inquiry  by  a com- 
mittee of  congress  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  that 
body  authentic  information  as  to  the  effect  of  such  duties 
upon  domestic  industry  and  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  That  the  friends  of  Ameri- 
can industry  and  reciprocal  commerce,  and  the  support- 
ers  of  home  interests,  be  requested  to  meet  in  national 
convention  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  Tuesday  the 
5th  of  April  next,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  to  furnish  informa- 
tion and  devise  measures  which  shall  tend  to  protect  ex- 
isting interests,  and  to  secure  in  future  the  labor  and 
enterprize  of  the  country  from  the  ruinous  effects  of  novel 
and  hazardous  experments  at  home,  and  hostile  legislation 
abroad. 

Resolved,  That  the.  respective  branches  of  the  home 
leagvie  in  the  several  states,  together  with  all  agricultural, 
mechanical,  manufacturing,  commercial,  and  internal 
improvement  associations  throughout  the  country,  be  re- 
quested to  collect  and  transmit  through  their  delegates  to 
the  convention  all  such  authentic  information  as  shall 
illustrate  the  necessity  of  promoting  and  sustaining  Ame- 
rican interests. 

Per  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  central  committee. 
Signed,  Joseph  Blunt,  Adoniram  Chandler.  C.  C.  Ha- 
ven, John  Travers,  L.  D.  Chapin,  Win.  G.  Lambert, 
Charles  S.  Morgan. 


A state  convention  is  to  be  held  on  the  17thinstant,  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  to  adopt  measures  for  laying  be- 
fore congress  the  claims  of  home  industry. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  ofLewisburg, 
Union  county,  Penn,  was  holden  at  the  Town  Hall, 
without  distinction  of  party,  on  the  2d  instant,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  their  sentiments  in  relation  to  the 
universal  embarrassment  pervading  the  financial  and 
political  condition  oi  the  country,  and  the  flood  of  de- 
moralization which  is  sweeping  over  it,  threatening  to 
destroy  all  peace  and  prosperity  at  home,  and  disgrace  it 
in  the  estimation  of  the  civilized  world.  The  committee 
appointed  at  the  former  meeting,  held  on  the  29th  Janu- 
ary, through  their  chairman,  presented  a preamble  ac- 
companied by  a number  of  resolutions,  which  were  adopt- 
ed, and  ordered  to  belaid  before  the  national  and  state 
governments. 

Cuba  and  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Walsh  says  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  the  National  Intelligencer,  that  none  of 
the  Madrid  politicians  entertain  the  idea  that  Cuba  will 
ever  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  the  present  or  any  fu- 
ture government  of  Spain.  It  was  a sufficient  warning 
for  both  the  cabinets,  that  the  convention  for  the  sale  of 
Fernando  Po  and  Annabon  could  not,  although  signed, 
be  adventured  before  the  Cortes.  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and 
the  Philippine  islands, sole  relics  of  the  once  magnificent 
colonial  empire  of  Spain,  will  be  held  to  the  last  gasp  of 
national  independence.  He  adds  the  opinion  that,  from 
strong  considerations  besides,  the  English  statesmen  do 
not  seek  Cuba,  although  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
island  has  been  systematically  and  semi-officially  under- 
taken. 

Indiana.  Resumption.  A postscript  from  a letter, 
dated  Lawrenceburg,  Ind.  30th,  says:  “The  banks  are 
ordered  to  resume  in  this  state  on  the  15th  of  June.” 
We  have  nothing  direct  from  Indianapolis  on  the  sub- 
ject. [Cincinnati  Gaz. 

The  resumption  in  Indiana,  as  the  report  now  runs, 
amounts  nearly  to  nothing.  The  banks  are  permitted 
not  to  pay  specie  to  brokers  nr  to  any  persons  out  of  the 
sfate,  and  may  examine  any  one  demanding  specie,  on 
oath!  [ Pittsburg  Gaz. 

District  judge.  The  Philadelphia  papers  state  that 
the  president  of  the  U.  S.  has  nominated  to  the  senate 
Thomas  Bradford,  esq.  to  be  U.  S.  district  judge,  in  the 
place  of  judge  Hopkinson,  deceased.  Horace  Binney 
first  nominated  has  declined. 

Lowell  Factories.  The  factories  at  Lowell  require, 
annually  upwards  of  55,000  bales  of  cotton,  12,000  tons: 
anthracite  coal,  and  3000  barrels  flour  for  the  making  of 
starch.  [Country  paper. 

Louisiana.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  house  of 
representatives  respecting  relations  with  Great  Britain, 
passed  the  senate  "f  that  state  on  Jan.  28,  unanimously. 

Bank  law.  Louisiana  has  on  the  subject  of  a resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  passed  “an  act  to  prevent  the 
further  violation  of  law  by  the  banks.”'  It  provides: 

“That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  bank  to  issue  any 
note  or  other  obligation  for  circulation  except  such  as 
are  payable  in  gold  and  silver  on  demand,  and  any  offi- 
cer uf  any  bank  issuing  any  note  contrary  to  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  any  director  of  any  bank 
who  shall  by  his  vote  authorise  such  issue,  or  if  such 
issue  shall  have  already  been  authorised;  who  shall  not 
within  ten  days  after  the  promulgation  of  this  act,  if  pre- 
sent at  a meeting  of  the  directors  within  that  time,  have 
moved  the  rescision  of  such  resolution  or  entered  his  pro- 
test against  said  resolution,  shall  be  liable  to  criminal 
prosecution,  an.t  on  conviction  shall  be  punished  by  a 
line  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than 
live  thousand,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years, 
or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court:  provided,  that  each 
director  present  shall  be  presumed  to  have  voted  for  and 
authorised  said  issues,  unless  he  makes  it  appear  by  the 
minutes  of  the  board  that  he  voted  against  it.” 

Maryland.  On  Tuesday  last  in  the  senate  Mr.  Scott 
offered  a resolution,  which  was  adopted,  that  resump- 
tion cannot  lake  place  before  the  1st  August  next. 

Mississippi.  The  house  of  representatives  of  Mississ- 
ippi, by  a vote  of  83  to  8,  have  passed  a resolution  so  to 
change  their  constitution  as  to  deprive  the  legislature  of 
the  power  of  running  in  debt,  except  in  ease  of  war  or 
hostile  invasion.  [Charleston  Courier. 

Secretary  of  the  navy.  The  National  Intelligencer 
of  Tuesday  the  8;h  tnst.  contained  a publication  from  the 
hon.  Mr.  J.  M.  Botts,  in  verification  of  what  Mr.  Up- 
shur has  considered  a charge  against  himself  of  his  hav- 
ing been  an  open  uvo«ed  and  boasted  advocate  for  im- 
mediate dissolution  without  qualification  or  condition. — 
It  consists  first  of  a letter  from  Philip  Harrison,  esq.,  of 
Richmond,  Va.  in  which  he  states  that  Mr.  Upshur  de- 
clared to  him  “that  the  union  of  the  stales  must  sooner 
or  later  be  dissolved,  ho  believed  it  to  be  unavoidable, 
and  in  his  opinion  the  sooner  it  occurred  or  was  brought 
about  the  better  for  Virginia  and  the  southern  or  slave- 
holding  states. 

Second,  a communication  from  O.  M.  Braxton,  late  of 
the  Virginia  lesjslai ure,in  which  he  says  that  Mr.  Upshur 
said  to  him,  “I  claim  the  credit  of  being  the  first  Virgin- 
ian who  ran  up  the  flag  of  disunion.” 

Third,  a statement  of  Edward  W.  Johnston  former 
editor  of  the  Columbia  Telescope  of  S.  C.,  that  in  conver- 
sation with  the  nullifiers,  he  learned  “that  Judge  Upshur 
had  passed  far  beyond  nullification:  that  he  regarded 
disunion  as  the  only  safety  of  the  south,  and  that  he  had 
determined  to  devote  his  hie  to  that  cause:’’  also,  that 


Judge  Upshur  was  the  intimate  friend  of  die  author  of  a 
novel  called  the  “Partizau  Leader”  the  object  of  which 
was  to  promote  disunion,  and  that  he  (Upshur)  approved 
of  its  design:  This  was  in  1836. 

He  also  gives  extracts  from  an  article  written  in  Jan. 
184],  by  Mr.  Upshur,  and  published  in  the  Southern 
Magazine  and  Monthly  Review,  in  which  he  says:  “This 
once  free  and  responsible  government  has  been  already 
converted  to  a monarchy  in  disguise:”  and  that,  “there  is 
no  hope  for  relief  in  the  remaining  conservative  power 
of  existing  constitutional  defences.” 

A card  in  the  Intelligencer  of  the  next  day  from  Mr. 
Upshur,  promises  that  in  due  time  he  shall  make  it  plain 
that  Mr.  Botts  is  quite  as  far  from  sustaining  his  charge 
as  he  was  before  the  publication  above  referred  to.  Air. 
Upshur  hopes  that  the  public  judgment  will  be  suspend- 
ed until  bis  evidences  are  written  for  and  received,  re- 
quiring probably  a week  or  ten  days. 

As  the  testimony  which  the  secretary  will  collate  to 
extricate  himself  may  prove  very  voluminous,  we  have 
not  thought  proper  as  yet  to  insert  more  than  preceding 
facts. 

New  York  legislature.  The  house  of  representa- 
tives of  this  state  after  several  days  discussion,  passed  on 
the  2d  instant,  by  a majority  of  63  to  24,  resolutions  re- 
questing their  senators  and  representatives  iH  congress  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a law  to  refund  the  fine  of  $1,000 
imposed  in  1815  upon  general  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall. 

Ohio —Resumption.  The  bill  to  enforce  resumption 
on  the  4th  of  March  next,  passed  through  committee  of 
the  whole  in  the  itouse  on  Monday.  This  bill  is  entirely 
different  from  the  one  that  previously  psssed  the  senate 
with  the  exception  of  the  day  fixed  for  resumption.  The 
principal  provisions  of  the  new  bill  relate  mostly  to  the 
process  by  which  the  affairs  of  the  banks  shall  be  liqui- 
dated in  the  hands  of  commissioners.  The  Ohio  State 
Journal  says  that  the  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  every  bank  in  the  state  that  has  kept  up  its  circu- 
lation. [Piltsbvrg  Gazelle- 

Resolutions  have  been  adopted  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  a vote  of  33  to  29  censuring  Air.  John  Q, 
Adams  for  presenting  the  Haverhill  petition. 

' Pennsylvania — Resumption.  The  Harrisburg  Chro- 
nicle of  February  9,  says — The  bill  .which  has  been  be- 
(ore  the  house  for  several  days,  compelling  an-tst mediate 
fesumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  passed  that 
■body  yesterday  by  a vute  of  63  to  25.  It  will  probably 
be  sent  to  the  seriate  this  morning,  and  we  have  little 
doubt  that  it  will  pass  substantially  as  it  came  from  the 
house,  though  we  learn  that  the  governor  and  his  friends 
ate  extremely  solicitous  that  it  should  be  defeated  there. 

Porto  Rico.  Captain  Pierce,  of  schooner  Pearl,  ar- 
rived at  Norfolk  on  the  5th  instant,  from  Ponce,  (P.  R.) 
informs  the  editor  of  the  Beacon  that  tile  negroes  of  that 
island  contemplated  a revolt,  which  was  to  have  taken 
place  on  Christmas  night.  The  intention  of  the  insur- 
rectionists was  discovered  previous  to  that  night,  and  a 
number  of  them  were  arrested.  They  have  been  tried, 
and  three  were  shot,  and  several  received  two  hundred 
lashes  and  were  sent  to  the  chain  galleys  for  life,  oil  the 
day  previous  to  the  departure  of  Capt.  Pierce. 

Relics  of  thf,  red  men.  The  whole  number  of  Indian 
tribes  west  of  the  Alississippi  is  45.  The  number  in  these 
tribes  is  228,632.  In  various  parts  of  the  United  States 
there  are  nine  tribes  front  whom  79,446  have  been  re- 
moved to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  25,135  still  re- 
main east.  There  are  also  six  tribes  remaining  east  of 
whom  none  have  as  yet  been  removed.  The  entire 
uuinbet  of  red  men  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  es- 
timated at  393,595. 

The  “State  of  Frankland.”  We  learn  from  jtho 
Nashville  Union  that  the  proposition  to  create  a new 
state  out  of  portions  of  Tennessee,  and  other  states,  to 
be  called  the  "Slate  of  Frankland,”  has  been  put  to  rest, 
for  the  present  at  least,  by  a majority  of  twelve  votes  in 
the  house. 

The  War  Steamer  on  Lake  Erie  Mr.  Hart,  the 
government  naval  architect  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard, 
has  been  ordered  to  Lake  Erie,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a war  steamer.  The  iron  work  is  to  be  done 
at  Pittsburgh. 

Tariff.  A meeting  was  held  at  Pittsburg  on  Febru- 
ary 5,  Judge  Wilkins  presiding,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  rnemoralizing  congress  fora  protec- 
tive tariff. 

A meeting  of  iron  masters  and  colliers  has  been  held 
at  Richmond,  Virginia,  which  adopted  resolutions  and 
appointed  a committee  to  memorialize  congress  on  the 
subject  of  domestic  coal  and  iron  trade. 

Tennessee.  The  'legislature  was  to  adjourn  on  7th 
February,  without  electing  United  Slates  senator. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Altssissipn  was  tried  at  Newcas- 
tle on  the  7th.  She  went  up  the  river  five  miles  and  re- 
turned, her  paddles  performing  fifteen  revolutions  per 
minute.  She  proceeded  at  the  rate  of  twelve  miles  per 
hour,  and  is  pronounced  ready  for  sea. 

Virginia.  A Van  Buren  democratic  convention  re- 
cently assembled  at  Richmond,  and  adopted  an  address 
and  resolutions  preliminary  to  the  spring  elections.  They 
adjourned  on  the  3d. 

Debt.  By  official  accounts  it  appears  that  the  debt  of 
this  commonwealth  is  $6,988,268.  It  is  proposed  to  cre- 
ate a sinking  fund  for  its  payment,  by  an  annual  capita- 
tion. 
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RELATIONS  OP  NEW  YORK  WITH  VIR- 
GINIA AND  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Extract  from  the  message  of  It.  gov.  J.  Rutherford, 
transmitted  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia  at  the  com- 
mencement of  its  present  session. 

“1  have  received,  and  submit  herewith,  copies  of 
resolutions  of  the  legislatures  of  several  of  our  sister 
states,  which  have  been  communicated  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

Of  the  state  of  Maine,  on  the  rc-cligibilily  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

Of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  on  the  same 
subject,  and  on  the  revenue  laws  of  the  U.  States. 

Of  Massachusetts  on  the  same  subject,  and  con- 
cerning the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Of  New  York  on  the  death  of  the  late  president  of 
the  United  States. 

And  of  Missouri,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  on  the 
existing  controversy  between  this  state  and  the  state 
of  New  York. 

And  a copy  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land entitled  “an  act  for  the  completion  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland. 

I regret  that  nothing  has  transpired  since  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature,  to  encourage  the  belief  that 
the  unpleasant  controversy  so  long  depending  be- 
tween this  state  and  the  state  of  New  York  will  be 
satisfactory  adjusted.  I submit  herewith  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  executive  authorities  of  the 
two  states  not  heretofore  communicated.  It  will  dis- 
play, it  is  believed,  on  the  part  of  the  executive  of 
this  commonwealth,  an  anxious  desire  to  maintain 
unimpaired  the  most  friendly  relations  with  a state 
to  which  we  have  ever  been  bound  by  the  ties  of  af- 
fection and  interest.  With  a devoted  loyalty  to  the 
union,  we  have  manifested  patience,  forbearance  and 
courtesy,  earnestly  hoping  if  possible  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  any  measure  of  defence.  Our 
just  claim  upon  that  state,  under  the  solemn  covenant 
of  the  constitution,  and  our  reiterated  appeals  to  her 
reason  and  justice  have  as  yet  been  unavailing.  The 
course  of  the  executive  has  been  fully  sustained  by 
her  legislation,  and  under  circumstances  which  ag- 
gravate the  injuries  we  have  received.  I sincerely 
trust  it  may  be  possible  for  other  counsels  to  prevail, 
and  that  a returning  sense  of  justice  will  result  in 
the  recognition  of  our  right  and  the  perpetuation  of 
the  harmony,  which,  if  not  actually  interrupted,  is  at 
least  most  seriously  threatened. 

Under  present  circumstances,  the  commonwealth 
owes  it  to  herself  to  divise  and  to  execute  firmly  pro- 
per measures  to  guard  the  rights  and  property  of  her 
citizens.  If  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  imposed 
by  the  most  solemn  considerations,  unkind  feelings 
or  unpleasant  coalitions  should  unhappily  arise,  the 
responsibility  must  rest  with  those  who  have  left  us 
no  alternative.  A due  regard  for  the  peace  of  the 
union,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  remove  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, all  cause  of  irritation,  will  no  doubt  dictate  a 
sort  of  measure  purely  protective.  With  this  view 
the  inspection  law  of  the  last  legislature  was  adopt- 
ed: and  the  remote  period  to  which  its  execution  was 
deferred,  affords  conclusive  evidence  of  the  patience 
and  forbearance  of  Virginia.  As  however,  the  first 
day  of  May  next  is  the  specified  time  when  its  pro- 
visions will  become  operative,  unless  the  course  of 
N.  York  shall  in  the  mean  time  render  it  unnecessa- 
ry, I respectfully  recommend  its  careful  revision  and 
the  adoption  of  such  additional  enactments  as  yonr 
wisdom  may  suggest,  more  effectually  to  accomplish 
its  objects.  The  correspondence  herewith  submitted, 
so  fully  explains  the  views  and  course  of  the  execu- 
tive authorities  cf  the  two  states,  that  I forbear  fur- 
ther reference  to  the  subjeet. 

I cannot  omit  to  notice  here  the  untiring  persever- 
ance with  which  a wild  and  blind  fanaticism  is  urging 
on  the  consideration  of  congress,  a subject  of  vital 
importance  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  union. 
Year  after  year  the  tables  of  congress  have  been 
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loaded  with  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  This  fanatical  spirit  rests 
not,  tires  not — and  pursues  its  purpose  with  a zeal 
which,  if  rrot  cheeked,  may  lead  to  consequences  deep- 
ly to  be  deprecated.  Its  influence  is  already  sufficient 
to  cauSS  it  to  be  courted  by  those  who  are  candidates 
for  the  popular  favorin  the  north,  and  it  loo  frequent-  ] 
ly  sways,  if  it  does  not  control  their  public  action. — 
Its  power  is  rendered  manifest  by  the  legislation  of 
some  of  the  states,  indicating  a policy  not  only  to 
entice  away  our  slaves,  but  to  take  them  forcibly 
from  the  possession  of  their  masters  against  the 
consent  of  the  slaves  themselves.  The  recent  in- 
stances of  the  forcible  abduction  of  slaves  from  their 
masters  cannot  have  escaped  public  observation. — 
These  indications  portending  much  future  mischief, 
should  deeply  impress  us  wiih  the  importance  of  pre- 
paring for  the  crisis  with  which  we  are  threatened. 
A successful  interference  with  the  right  of  slave  pro-  j 
perty  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  but  the  ; 
prelude  to  a similar  effort  in  the  southern  states. — 
We  should  resist  eve,ry  such  attempt  as  we  would  an 
invasion  of  our  fire  sides  and  altars.  It  is  time  that 
an  issue  be  made  with  those  who,  reckless  of  conse- 
quences would  dissolve  this  happy  confederacy,  hith-  j 
erto  bound  together  in  peace  and  friendship.  It  is  ! 
time  that  those  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  should  , 
be  fully  apprised  of  the  consequences  which  must  in- 
evitably result  from  the  accomplishment  of  their  rash  j 
designs.  It  is  due  to  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  | 
portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  north,  who  dis- 
approve the  mad  schemes  in  agitation  among  them, 
and  who  place  a proper  estimate  upon  the  value  of 
the  union.  It  is  due  to  Virginia  herself,  plainly,*  1 * 
unequivocally,  and  without  delay,  to  announce  to 
congress  and  to  the  members  of  the  confederacy — 
not  ill  a spirit  of  menace,  but  with  a deep  sense  of 
the  painful  consequences  which  may  ensue — that  she 
cannot  submit  to  the  interference  from  any  quarter 
ivith  her  domestic  institutions.  The  deep  importance  j 
of  the  subject  entitles  it  to  the  serious  consideration  , 
and  to  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  general  | 
assembly.  JOHN  RUTHERFORD. 


Extract  from  the  message  of  governor  Seward 
transmitted  to  the  legislature  of  New  York  at  the 
opening  of  its  present  session. 

“I  lay  before  you  a law  of  Virginia,  calculated  to 
embarrass  our  commerce.  The  effect  of  the  act  is 
postponed  until  May  next,  and  the  governor  is  au- 
thorised further  to  suspend  it  whenever  the  executive 
authority  of  this  state  shall  surrender  three  persons 
heretofore  demanded  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
that  commonwealth  as  fugitives  from  justice,  and 
the  legislature  shall  repeal  the  Jaw  extending  the 
trial  by  jury.  1 have  respectfully  informed  the  au- 
thorities of  Virginia  that  my  convictions  of  the  ille- 
gality of  that  requisition  are  unchanged,  and  that  al- 
though New  York,  from  motives  of  self  respect  and 
devotion  to  the  union,  will  not  retaliate,  nor  even  re- 
monstrate, yet  she  cannot  consent  to  remain  a re- 
spondent, since  Virginia  has  seen  fit  to  transcend  the 
sphere  assigned  her  by  the  federal  constitution,  and 
to  pass  an  aggressive  law;  but  that  this  state  will 
cheerfully  return  to  a discussion  of  the  subject,  with 
a sincqpe  desire  to  arrive  at  a conclusion  mutually 
satisfactory  and  conducive  to  the  general  harmony, 
whenever  the  effect  cf  that  unfortunate  statute  shall 
be  removed  by  the  action  of  our  sister  state,  or  by  an 
overruling  action  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  legislature  will  decide  whether  the  trial  by 
jury  shall  be  relinquished,  and  whether  a state  which 
acknowledges  no  natural  inequality  of  men,  and  no 
political  inequality  which  may  not  ultimately  be  re- 
moved, shall  wrest  that  precious  shield  from  those 
only,  whose  freedom  is  assailed,  not  from  any  wrong 
doing  of  their  own,  but  because  the  greatest  of  all 
crimes  was  committed  against  their  ancestors.  Taught 
as  we  have  been  by  the  founders  of  the  constitution 
and  most  emphatically  by  the  statesmen  of  Virginia, 
we  cannot  renounce  the  principle,  that  ail  men  are 
born  free  and  equal,  nor  any  of  its  ligitimate  conse- 
quences. But  we  can,  nevertheless,  give  to  Virginia 
and  to  the  whole  American  family,  pledges  of  peace, 
affection  and  fidelity  to  the  union,  by  relying  upon 
legal  redress  alone,  and  by  waiting  the  returning  mag- 
nanimity of  a state  whose  early  and  scif-sacrificing 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  man  has  entitled  her  lo 
enduring  veneration  and  gratitude. 


I submit  also,  for  your  information,  a correspon- 
dence between  the  governor  of  Georgia  and  myself, 
which  my  respected  contemporary  has  made  a subject 
of  some  moment  in  communications  to  the  legislature 
of  that  slate. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  N.  YORK. 

Executive  chamber,  Albany,  Feb.  11,  1842. 

To  the  legislature: 

In  my  annual  message  I informed  the  legislature 
that  the  state  of- Virginia  had  adopted  a law  calculat- 
ed to  embarrass  our  commerce,  and  which  would  go 
into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  unless  this 
state  should  sec  fit  to  comply  with  my  certain  require- 
ments made  by  our  sister  state. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  announce  that  the  general 
assembly  of  South  Carolina  on  the  seventh  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  enacted  a law  declaring  that  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  any  vessel  of  any  size  or  description,  owned 
in  whole  or  in  part,  or  commanded  or  navigated 
by  any  other  person  than  any  citizen  or  resident 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  or  any  such  vessel, 
owned  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  an  actual  inhabi- 
tant and  resident  of  South  Carolina,  and  depart- 
ing from  any  part  in  that  commonwealth  to  any 
port  of  New  York  to  leave  the  waters  of  South 
Carolina  until  the  commandant  of  such  vessel 
shall  have  submitted  to  search,  and  have  complied 
with  restrictions  similar  to  those  attempted  to  be  im- 
posed upon  our  vessels  found  in  Virginia  by  the  law 
of  that  state. 

I submit  a copy  of  the  act  of  South  Carolina  by 
winch  it  will  be  seen  that  the  law  will  take  effect  on 
the  first  of  May  next,  but  that  the  governor  is  autho- 
rised to  suspend  its  operation  on  being  officially  in- 
lormed  that  the  executive  of  New  York  has  consent 
ed  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  state  of  Virginia" 
hitherto  disallowed,  for  a surrender  of  certair?  per’ 
sons  as  fugitives  from  justice,  and  that  the  legislature 
of  this  state  lias  repealed  the  act  of  1840.  extendin'*- 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  ' ° 

We  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  ceneral 
se  nobly  of  South  Carolina,  for  a report  and  resolutions 
setting  forth  the  grounds  of  their  very  extraordinary 
proceeding.  Since  that  proceeding  contemplates 
certain  specified  action  by  the  executive  as  well  « 
by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  as  a condition  unon 
which  the  citizens  of  this  state  shall  hereafter  enjoy 
unmolested  m South  Carolina,  rights  and  immunities 
guaranteed  to  them  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  1 have  respectfully  communicated  to  the  n-o 
vernor  of  South  Carolina  my  decision  upon  the  De- 
position tnus  submitted  to  me.  That  decision  is  in 
maintenance  of  the  grounds  heretofore  assumed  in 
my  correspondence  with  the  authorities  of  the  state 
oi  Virginia. 

The  general  assembly  of  South  Carolina  pronoun- 
ces our  law  extending  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  a n 
act  which  is  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  form 
m winch  fanaticism  or  folly  has  made  its  assaul  s on 
an  undent  domestic  institution,  cherished  in  the 
hearts  ol  the  people  of  the  south;  and  they  very 
clearly  and  fuily  set  forth  the  reasons  for  this  co  r f 

on.  1 submit  them  in  full  confidence  that  they  wHI 
receive  that  early  and  deliberate  consideration  which 
is  due  to  them,  not  only  from  the  magnitude  of  he 
subject  and  the  shortness  of  the  period  which  s o 
elapse  before  the  rigorous  measures  of  Virginia  and 
booth  Carolina  will  take  effect,  but  also  from  the  J? 
spcct  toward  South  Carolina,  which  I 6 1 

entertained  by  the  people  of  this  stale.  My^wn 
views  of  the  law  ,n  quest, on, differing  essentially  (ram 
those  presented  ,»  the  papers  now  submitted,  have 
already  been  made  known  to  the  legislature 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

c,  , . Executive  department,  Feb.  10,  184° 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commu- 
nication of  December  last,  transmitting  to  me  a cony 
of  a law  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  South 
Cai-clma,  entitled  “an  act  to  prevent  theffitizens  0f 
New  York  from  carrying  slaves  or  persons  held  to 
service  out  of  this  state  and  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
persons  charged  with  the  commission  of  any  crime  ” 
The  communication  is  accompanied  by  a pertinent 
report  and  by  resolutions  of  the  general  JLembly 
explaining  the  reasons  of  the  enactment  3 ’ 

The  act  declares  that  it  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  that  the  cover 
nor  is  authorised  to  suspend  its  operations,  upon  be- 
ing officially  informed  that  the  executive  of  New 


386  NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  19,  1842 -FACTS  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 


York  has  bona  fide  consented  to  comply  with  a de- 
mand heretofore  made  by  the  authorities  of  Virginia  • 
for  the  surrender  of  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith,  | 
and  Isaac.  Gansey  as  fugitives  from  justice;  and  that 
the  legislature  of  this  state  has  repealed  a law  passed 
in  1840,  extending  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  to  per- 
sons claimed  as  owing  service  in  other  states,  under 
proceedings  before  the  officers  and  magistrates  of 
this  state. 

It  seems  my  duty,  therefore,  with  the  frankness  of 
communication  which  ought  to  prevail  between  the 
several  states  of  the  union,  to  make  known  to  your 
excellency  as  I have  uniformly  and  on  all  proper  oc- 
casions informed  the  state  of  Virginia,  that  the  exe- 
cutive of  this  state  declined  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quisition of  the  executive  of  Virginia,  referred  to  in 
the  act  of  South  Carolina,  upon  the  grounds  that  the 
process  was  deemed  to  be  without  warrant  or  autho- 
rity in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the 
laws  and  customs  of  this  state,  and  that  nothing  has 
occurred  since  the  decision  was  made  to  change  the 
convictions  then  entertained. 

Whether  the  law  of  this  state  extending  the  trial 
by  jury  be  unconstitutional  or  injurious  to  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,  or  to  any  other  state,  is  a question 
which  properly  belongs  to  the  legislative  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  has  been  commended  to  their 
respectful  consideration.  It  also  belongs  to  them  to 
consider,  at  least  in  the  first  instance,  whether  the 
measure  which  the  state  of  South  Carolina  has  adopt- 
ed calls  for  any  action  on  the  part  of  this  state.  I 
have,  therefore,  very  cheerfully  complied  with  your 
excellency’s  request  by  submitting  to  the  legislature 
the  papers  you  have  transmitted.  I remain  with 
very  high  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


His  excellency,  John  P.  Richardson , gov.  of  S.  Carolina. 


FACTS  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  N.  ORLEANS. 


Major  Davezac,  a brother-in-law  of  the  late  Ed- 
ward Livingston,  and  who  served  as  aid  to  General 
Jaekson  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and  was  for 
nine  years  at  the  Hague  in  the  service  of  the  general 
government,  from  which  he  returned  upwards  of  two 
years  ago,  introduced  on  the  8th  of  January  to  the 
consideration  of  the  New  York  legislature  of  which 
he  is  now  a member,  the  following  resolution  and 
preamble. 

Whereas,  the  salutary  energy  of  General  Jackson 
at  New  Orleans,  during  the  campaign  of  1814  and 
1815,  have  repeatedly  received  the  approbation  of  the 
American  people, — 

And  whereas,  congress,  on  the  25th  day  af  Februa- 
ry 1815,  voted  thanks  to  that  illustrious  citizen  for 
his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  at  New  Orleans,  and 
directed  a gold  medal  to  be  struck  and  presented  to 
him,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
congress  of  events  so  memorable  and  services  so  em- 
inent— 

Resolved  therefore  (the  senate  concurring)  that  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  be  earnestly 
requested  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  a law  directing  that  the  fine  of  one  thousand 
dollars  imposed  on  General  Jackson,  by  Dominick 
A.  Hall,  then  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  his 
authority,  and  by  him  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  mar- 
shall of  said  district,  be  refunded  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
with  costs  and  interest  on  the  same,  from  the  day  of 
the  payment  thereof. 

On  February  1st  its  consideration  being  the  order 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Davezac  arose  and,  as  reported  in  the 
Albany  Argus,  said  he  should  have  permitted  this  re- 
solution which  had  lain  so  long,  to  have  passed  at 
once  to  a vote  without  further  remark  from  him;  had 
he  not  left  unredeemed  a pledge  he  made  to  the  house 
on  a former  occasion,  to  explain  the  story  of  the 
“cotton  bags,”  with  a view  to  correct  an  error  that 
had  become  prevalent,  and  had  even  crept  into  the 
history  of  the  memorable  campaign  of  New  Orleans. 
It  was  not  true  that  our  army  was  sheltered  by  cotton 
ba^s,  and  even  if  it  were,  the  fact  could  reflect  no 
discredit  on  the  great  commander  in  that  campaign, 
in  view  of  the  overwhelming  superiority  in  point  of 
numbers  and  discipline,  of  the  enemy  he  was  called  to 
deal  with.  But  it  was  not  true,  and  it  was  proper  that 
the  facts  should  be  known,  be  the  effect  what  it  might. 

The  commanding  general  had  taken  the  precau- 
tion  for  he  omitted  no  precaution  which  might  con- 

tribute to  the  safety  of  the  great  city— to  prevent  any 
boat  from  floating  down,  and  thus  falling  into  the 
enemy’s  hands,  being  determined,  if  they  crossed  the 
river,  they  should  do  it  in  their  own  boats.  On  the 
28th  Dec.,  a flat-boat  was  seen  floating  down  the  riv- 
er, with  no  one  on  board,  having  evidently  parted 
from  its  moorings  at  the  wharf.  Gotten  at  that  time, 
was  a mere  drug,  not  commanding  a price  that  war- 
ranted its  transshipment  and  storage,  and  such  as 
arrived  was  left  in  the  boats.  On  board  this  boat 


was  twenty-nine  bales.  General  Jackson  immedi- 
ately ordered  it  to  be  towed  ashore,  to  prevent 
it  from  drifting  into  the  enemy’s  camp.  The  bales 
were  rolled  on  shore,  within  our  lines,  but  some  thirty 
yards  from  the  bastion,  and  inthe  rear  of  our  men  du- 
ring the  battle;  anil  there  they  remained  on  the  8th 
of  January,  and  were  seen  by  the  six  hundred  British 
prisoners,  taken  in  the  redoubt  on  our  left,  who,  as 
some  solace  in  their  captivity,  raised  the  story  of  our 
fighting  behind  cotton  bags!  But  our  ramparts  were 
of  Louisiana  earth,  not  formidable  in  themselves, 
but  because  there  were  behind  them  that  which  was 
more  solid  than  brass — more  impervious  than  the 
diamond — the  indomitable  breasts  of  freemen,  led  by 
the  old  hero.  This  was  the  wall  againstrtvhich  the 
pride  of  Britain  rolled  like  the  maddened  waves  strik- 
ing against  a rock  planted  in  the  ocean,  ancLsternly 
smiling  at  the  rage  of  the  infuriated  flood. 

A single  fact  would  suffice  to  show  the  height  of 
this  boasted  bastion  of  soil,  which  British  captives 
and  British  writers  had  transformed  into  a barricade 
of  cotton  bales.  When  Packenham  fell  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  it,  the  horse  he  mounted,  of  high 
race  and  blood,  young,  wild  and  full  of  life,  became 
frightened  and  ran  directly  towards  our  lines,  and 
with  a single  leap,  cleared  the  ditch  and  bastion,  and 
became  a captive  too!  The  noble  animal  was  brought, 
yet  quivering  in  his  fright,  and  presented  as  spolia 
opima  to  the  commanding  general. 

This  was  one  of  the  incidents  of  this  great  battle. 
Another  and  he  had  done:  preferring  to  leave  the 
question  to  the  house  to  deal  with,  as  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would,  by  offering  this  tardy  tribute  of  justice 
to  patriotism  and  valor.  Of  the  four  chief  officers 
in  command  of  the  British  army  on  the  8th,  two  were 
killed  on  the  field,  and  one  was  sent  to  the  fleet  se- 
verely wounded.  Gen.  Lambert  was  the  only  officer 
who  escaped,  and  he  was  not  engaged  on  that  day. 
Gen.  Kean,  the  wounded  officer,  when  carried  off  the 
field,  left  his  sword,  and  it  was  picked  up  by  the  brave 
Tennesseans  who  were  scouring  the  field  in  search 
of  muskets,  and  brought  to  General  Jackson.  We 
had  then,  not  only  the  horse  of  the  British  general- 
in-chief,  but  the  sword  of  the  next  in  command,  and 
it  was  of  great  beauty  and  value.  When  Gen.  Kean 
recovered  his  senses,  his  first  thought  was  of  his 
sword.  Dennis  Prieur,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner 
in  the  battle  of  the  night  of  the  23d— and  well  known 
since  as  mayor  of  the  city  and  collector  of  the  port, 
and  more  recently  as  the  victim  of  that  persecuting 
spirit,  that  puts  men  out  of  office  for  interfering  in 
elections,  one  way — had  been  parolled,  and  was  the 
bearer  of  a letter  to  General  Jackson,  in  which  he 
requested  him  to  returnhis  sword,  saying  that  it  was 
the  treasured  gift  of  a friend,  and  backing  the  request 
by  an  appeal  to  those  high  and  chivalrous  feelings 
which  he  well  knew  animated  the  American  warrior. 
Nor  did  he  appeal  in  vain.  “Go,”  said  Gen.  Jackson 
to  Mr.  Livingston,  “deliver  this  sword  to  Gen.  Kean. 
God  forbid  that  I should  separate  the  weapon  from 
him  to  whom  hisdying  friend  bequeathed  it.” 

Mr.  D.  closed  with  the  remark,  that  he  awaited 
the  action  of  the  house  upon  this  proposition,  he 
would  not  say  without  anxiety,  but  without  fear.  It 
was  true  that  Ohio,  treading  fast  in  the  steps  of  New 
York,  in  population  and  wealth,  and  in  indomitable 
patriotism,  had  stolen  a march  upon  us.  But  he 
trusted  that  New  Eork,  the  first  to  start  in  (his  move- 
ment, would  not  hesitate  to  respond,  with  her  potency 
of  tone  to  the  voice  of  her  western  confederate. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  debate,  Mr.  O’Sullivan 
produced  a letter  addressed  by  General  Jackson  to 
Mr.  Davezac,  and  which  having  fallen  into  his  (Mr. 
O’S’s)  possession,  he  had  with  difficulty  obtained  the 
reluctant  consent  of  his  colleague  to  read  from  it  a 
few  passages,  in  illustration  of  the  feeling  with  which 
the  old  hero  of  the  hermitage  himself  still  looked  on 
this  question.  The  extracts,  he  said,  were  very 
brief,  and  he  only  regretted  that  from  the  confidential 
character  of  portions  of  it,  he  could  not  read  the 
whole.  It  was  addressed  to  Major  Davezac  upwards 
of  two  years  ago,  immediately  on  his  return  from 
that  foreign  mission  in  which  it  is  well  known  lie  so 
honorably  sustained  the  character  of  his  country. 
Mr.  O’S.  then  proceeded  to  read: 

“My  health  is  much  impaired;  and  I am  for  the 
most  part  of  my  time  confined  to  my  room,  seldom 
able  to  visit  my  friends,  and  write  with  difficulty.  I 
am  trying  to  put  my  house  in  order  to  meet  that  call, 
which  must  soon  come,  to  that  other  and  better  world 
from  which  no  traveller  returns.  In  doing  this  [ pass 
in  review  often  my  whole  official  life;  in  which  I find 
but  little  to  regret  and  much  to  remember  with  satis- 
faction; and  particularly  all  my  acts  and  doings  in  the 
successful  defence  of  N.  Orleans  my  conscience  fully 
approves.  Still  no  one  lias  ever  brought  to  the  view 
of  congress  the.  iniquity  and  injustice  of  the  $,1,000 
fine  with  costs  imposed  upon  me  by  a vindictive  judge, 
who  deprived  me  of  my  constitutional  right  of  being 
heard  in  my  own  defence— and  this  for  an  act  justifi- 


ed by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  only  means 
by  which  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  with  all  its  ‘Booty 
and  Beauty,’ could  have  been  successfully  defended. 
All  must  now  acknowledge  and  do  acknowledge 
this — that  only  by  my  order  declaring  martial  law' 
could  the  city  have  been  saved.  Without  this,  we 
might  have  gallantly  sacrificed  our  lives,  but  lost  our 
country,  and  the  city  must  have  been  yielded  to  the 
brutality  of  an  infuriated  invading  soldiery.  It  was 
for  this  act,  and  for  enforcing  it  until  the  country 
was  secure,  this  unjust  fine  was  imposed,  the  record 
of  which  still  remains  an  imputation  on  my  memory. 

“Congress  is  the  only  body  whose  action  could  wipe 
this  stain  from  my  memory,  by  a joint  resolution,  or- 
dering the. fine,  with  costs  and  interest,  to  be  refund- 
ed, it  having  been  so  unjustly,  so  unrighteously  im- 
posed, and  without  my  being  heard  in  my  own  de- 
fence; from  which  you  remember  I was  peremptorily 
debarred.  This  is  the  only  imputation  that  has  not 
been  by  congress  expunged  from  the  record;  and  go- 
ing out  of  life,  when  I reflect  how  much  I hazarded 
in  the  defence  of  Louisiana,  (my  life,  my  health,  and 
what  was  dearer  than  all,  my  reputation),  I cannot 
but  regret  that  this  stain  upon  my  name  should  be 
permitted  to  pass  down  to  posterity. 

“But  be  it  so.  I go  hence  with  a clear  conscience, 
that  1 did  my  duty  faithfully;  and  although  this  act 
of  justice  has  been  withheld,  still  my  continued  pray- 
ers will  be  for  my  country’s  safety  and  prosperity; 
and  that,  if  war  should  again  come,  the  safety  of  a 
great  city  may  not  be  jeopardized  from  this  prece- 
dent, which,  staring  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
face,  may  prevent  him  from  assuming  the  responsi- 
bility by  which  alone  it  may  be  secured.  For  you 
must  well  know  and  remember,  that  it  was  martial 
law  alone  by  which  we  were  able  successfully  to  de- 
fend the  city;  and  that  judge  Hall,  who  afterwards 
imposed  the  fine  upon  me,  when  the  order  was  first 
read,  exclaimed  with  uplifted  hands,  ‘that  by  this  the 
city  might  be  saved,  without  it,  it  was  lost.’ 

“To  you,  my  friend,  for  the  first  time  have  I un- 
folded my  feelings,  determined,  if  my  country  would 
not  voluntarily  do  me  this  justice,  that  I would  pass 
to  my  grave  in  silence  and  without  murmur.  But  as 
this  is  perhaps  the  last  letter  I may  write  you,  I 
could  not  refrain  from  expressing  to  you  my  feelings 
on  a review  of  our  privations  and  dangers  together 
before  New  Orleans.” 

Mr.  Hoffman  repelled  the  right  of  any  man  to  drag 
out  a confidential  correspondence  and  was  shocked 
at  the  freedom  of  the  gentleman  in  doing  it.  He 
considered  the  debt  as  having  been  long  ago  refund- 
ed by  the  American  people  and  hoped  the  act  would 
remain  untouched  as  a lesson  of  the  supremacy  of 
the  civil  over  the  military  power. 

Mr.  Simmons  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  went 
into  a minute  review  of  the  epoch  in  question— as  he 
found  it  in  Judge  Martin’s  history  of  Louisiana — 
chiefly  with  a view  to  present  the  facts  in  the  order 
of  time.  The  first  intelligence  at  New  Orleans  of 
the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  he  said,  was  com- 
municated to  Gen.  Jackson,  by  Admiral  Cochrane, 
on  the  21st  January,  1815.  The  next  day,  news  was 
received  at  New  Orleans  from  Charleston,  of  the  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty  by  the  prince  regent— and  on 
the  14th  February,  of  the  arrival  of  the  treaty  at 
Washington,  but  not  of  its  confirmation.  It  was  on 
the  28th  February,  he  said,  that  Gen.  Jackson  issued 
the  order  banishing  beyond  Baton  Rouge,  the  French 
residents,  not  naturalized  at  New  Orleans— under 
the  impression,  which  he  did  not  mean  to  say  was  un- 
reasonable, that  they  were  somehow  dangerous,  and 
inclined  to  favor  the  enemy.  It  was  after  all  this, 
on  the  3rd  March,  that  a member  of  the  Louisiana  le- 
gislature (Mr.  Lewellier)  ventured  to  complain  of 
this  sentence  of  banishment,  through  the  Louisiana 
Gazette,  and  to  indulge  in  perhaps  severe  strictures 
on  the  commander-in-chief— strictures  which  Mr.  S. 
did  not  pretend  to  justify.  It  was  on  the  next  day 
that  Gen.  Jackson  caused  to  be  published  the  second 
section  of  the  articles  of  war,  which  denounced  the 
penalty  of  death  against  foreign  spies,  and  it  was  by 
virtue  of  that  section,  published  on  the  4th,  that  Mr. 
Lewellier  was  on  the  5th  March  arrested  and  sub- 
jected to  martial  law.  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  state  the 
application  to  Judge  Hall,  by  Mr.  Morrill,  (who  Mr. 
S.  said  was  attorney  general  or  district  attorney)  for 
a habeas  corpus  in  favor  of  Mr.  Lewellier— the  issu- 
ing of  the  writ  by  Judge  Hall — the  arrest  and  impri- 
sonment of  Judge  Hall  by  order  of  Gen.  Jackson 
(under  another  section,  Mr.  S.  said,  of  the  articles  of 
war)  on  a charge  of  exciting  mutiny — that  this  was 
on  the  5th  March — and  that  at  this  time  news  of 
peace  had  reached  New  Orleans  from  Washington, 
though,  owing  to  the  wrong  papers  having  been  sent 
by  the  special  messenger  from  the  war  department, 
there  was  no  official  intelligence  received  of  the  trea- 
ty having  been  actually  signed— that  application  was 
then  made  to  Judge  Lewis,  a state  judge,  by  Mr. 
Morrill,  for  a habeas  corpus  in  favor  of  Judge  Hall, 
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but  that  martial  law  being  still  continued  in  force, 
both  the  state  judge  and  the  U.  S.  attorney  were  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned,  by  order  of  Gen.  Jackson. 

Mr.  Davezac  denied  that  Mr.  Morrill  was  U.  S. 
attorney  or  district  attorney — or  that  the  gentleman 
was  correct  in  regard  to  other  facts  stated — and  advis- 
ed him  to  adhere  to  the  book — Judge  Martin’s  book. 

Mr.  Simmons  would  not  assert  that  the  order  was 
fully  executed,  but  an  order  was  made  to  the  effect 
stated — at  all  events,  Judge  Hall  was  not  delivered 
up  on  the  habeas  corpus. 

Mr.  Davezac  was  understood  to  deny  that  any  such 
order  was  issued. 

Mr.  Simmons  went  on  to  say  that  matters  were 
prevented  from  coming  to  extremities  solely  by  the 
influence  of  Edward  Livingston,  who,  he  added,  ap- 
peared before  the  court  martial  and  satisfied  them 
that  they  had  no  jurisdiction  to  try  actions  of  slander, 
and  that  the  true  way  was  to  dismiss  the  case — that 
Gen.  Jackson  was  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of 
the  court  martial,  and  banished  Mr.  Lewellier  into 
the  country,  as  well  as  Judge  Hull — that  on  the  13th 
March,  a peremptory  order  was  received  from  Pre- 
sident Madison  by  express,  for  a discontinuance  of 
all  these  operations,  and  a proclamation  of  amnesty 
for  all  offences. 

Mr.  Simmons  said  he  was  one  of  those  that  never 
had  any  doubt  of  the  right  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  to  proclaim  and  enforce  martial  law  at  New 
Orleans,  or  of  the  necessity  of  it.  For  that,  Gen. 
Jackson  had  his  humble  thanks,  for  he  believed  that 
it  was  by  that  means  that  the  city  probably  was  sa- 
ved. At  the  same  time,  moderation  was  to  be  exer- 
cised in  all  things;  and  it  would  seem,  even  if  Gen. 
J.  was  justified  in  continuing  martial  law  two  months 
after  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed,  still  that  he 
might  have  got  along  without  imprisoning  the  high- 
est judicial  officers.  That  was  what  he  could  not 
vote  to  approve,  but  what  he  would  vote  to  excuse. 
Mr.  S.  took  the  occasion  here  to  enter  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  propriety  of  the  proceedings  of 
Judge  Hall  against  Gen.  J. — and  his  repugnance  to 
that  doctrine  of  constructive  contempts  under  which 
lie  acted — the  judge  being  in  fact  a party  in  his  own 
case,  a complainant  before  himself.  lie  should  have 
supposed  that  delicacy,  at  least,  would  have  preven- 
ted that.  Still  there  was  nothing  strictly  illegal  in  it. 
It  was  so  admitted  at  the  time— and  instead  of  Gen. 
J.  having  no  opportunity  to  defend  himself,  the  re- 
verse was  the  case.  But  it  was  all  over  with  now. — 
It  was  enough  that  it  was  strictly  conformable  to  the 
technical  rules  of  law.  Hence  he  thought  the  house 
should  pause  before  adopting  the  resolution,  as  it 
could  not  do  so  w ithout  justifying  an  American  gen- 
eral in  trampling  on  the  civil  tribunals,  two  months 
after  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  imprisoning  a judge — 
which  he  regarded  as  directly  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision  that  the  military  shall  be  subject 
to  the  civil  courts.  If  it  was  necessary  however  to 
do  more  than  make  a man  president  two  or  three 
times,  and  to  excuse  him  for  what  he  did  on  the  oc- 
casion referred  to,  he  went  for  that; — but  he  could 
not  justify  him. 

Mr.  Davezac  combatted  an  idea  thrown  out  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  act 
in  this  matter — because,  to  use  that  gentleman’s  lan- 
guage, it  was  all  over  with.  He  asked  (with  a rapi- 
dity and  energy  of  manner  that  defies  the  power  of 
the  stenographer  to  record)  alluding  to  the  gathering 
up  of  the  remains  of  the  heroes  of  Marathon,  after 
a period  of  half  a century  had  elapsed,  if  it  was 
then  deemed  too  late  to  collect  and  bury  in  a com- 
mon tomb  all  that  remained  of  the  brave  men  who 
fought  and  bled  for  Uieir  country  on  that  sacred  spot. 
And  turning  to  our  own  history,  Mr.  D.  asked,  if  it 
was  too  late,  when  De  Wit  Clinton  executed  the 
commission,  which  resulted  in  exhuming  the  sacred 
relics  of  Montgomery  from  an  unhonored  sepulchre 
in  the  very  bastion  where  he  fell,  in  a hostile  land, 
and  transferring  them  with  imposing  and  solemn  pa- 
geantry, to  their  final  resting  place  in  the  slate!  No, 
said  Mr.  D.  it  is  alw  ays  opportunity — always  in  time 
for  a nation  to  be  grateful.  Was  it  too  late  when 
in  1341,  the  congress  of  this  union,  passed  a law  di- 
recting the  return  to  his  heirs  as  a fine  imposed  on 
Matthew'  Lyon,  by  high  judicial  authority — higher 
even  than  that  of  Dominic  A.  Hall — lor  it  was  a 
judge  of  the  supreme,  court — was  it  too  late,  he  re- 
peated, for  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  forty 
years  after  that  fine  was  imposed  under  the  iniqui- 
tous sedition  law,  to  cause  it  to  be  refunded  with  in- 
terest to  the  heirs  of  the  old  Irish  democrat?  No! 
It  was  not  too  late — the  law  for  repairing  that  injury 
■ — an  injury  that  became  enhanced  in  degree  with 
every  successive  year — filled  every  American  heart 
with  proud  exultation.  And  yet  that  fine  was  kept 
longer  from  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Lyon,  than  this 
$l,0d0  from  Gen.  Jackson. 

Mr.  D.  here  turned  to  Mr.  Simmons’  narrative  of 
facts — saying  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 


almost  every  thing  he  had  undertaken  to  state — pro- 
bably from  the  fact  that  he  had  consulted  almost  en- 
tirely that  most  contemptible  work — that  book-mak- 
ing compilation,  written  with  scissors  by  judge  Mar- 
tin, and  bearing  throughout  the  impress  of  that  vin- 
dictiveness which  might  have  been  looked  for  in  one 
who,  belonging  to  the  judiciary,  volunteered  in  its 
defence.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  himself  an  historian  of 
that  epoch.  He  considered  his  oral  testimony  as 
strong  as  the  written  testimony  of  Judge  Martin. 
Mr.  D.  denied  that  Mr.  Morrill  was  a district  attor- 
ney or  a United  Stales  attorney — but  a lawyer  who 
shouldered  his  musket  and  was  at  the  lines  with  the 
rest.  Mr.  D.  denied  that  Mr.  Livingston  appeared 
before  a court  martial  in  opposition  to  any  proceed- 
ing there  analogous  to  a case  of  slander.  Mr.  D. 
was  himself  Judge  Advocate  of  the  army  as  well  as 
aid  to  General  Jackson,  and  he  averred  that  no  man 
was  ever  brought  before  a court-martial  for  slander. 
He  stated  further,  ps  a set  off  to  all  that  had  been 
said  and  written  of  the  imputed  rashness  of  the  com-  | 
manding  general,  that  although  several  persons  were 
found  guilty  and  sentenced  by  the  court  martial,  not 
one  was  executed.  He  denied  that  General  Jackson 
continued  one  moment  longer  than  was  necessary  and 
justifiable,  the  sway  of  martial  law.  He  denied  that 
at  the  time  alluded  to  official  intelligence  had  been 
received  at  New  Orleans  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  Great  Britain  or  the  United  States — or  in-  j 
formation  of  any  kind  which  would  have  warranted  ■ 
a prudent  general,  still  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  | 
in  relaxing  his  vigilance  or  means  of  defence.  It 
was  true  that  Mr.  Livingston,  on  his  return  from  the 
fleet  whither  he  had  been  sent  as  the  bearer  of  the 
sword,  of  which  he  had  given  the  history  that  morn- 
ing, did  bring  a letter  from  Admiral  Cochrane,  an- 
nouncing the  signing  of  the  treaty  at  Ghent — but  be- 
yond that,  nothing  even  semi  official  as  to  the  ratifica- 
tions having  been  exchanged,  had  reached  the  com- 
manding general. 

So  also  in  regard  to  the  order  banishing,  as  the  : 
gentleman  had  termed  it,  certain  aliens,  he  was 
obliged  to  assume  the  duty  of  the  historian.  That 
order  was  not  issued  in  consequence  of  any  mere 
newspaper  publication,  but  of  the  attempts  of  the  1 
French  consul  to  seduce  from  our  ranks  the  French- 
men, not  naturalized,  who  had  taken  up  the  musket 
simply,  as  General  J.  remarked,  because  they  were 
blue,  and  their  adversaries  red — and  who  themselves 
informed  Gen.  J.  that  they  had  been  advised  that 
they  could  not  be  compelled  to  remain  in  the  ranks. 
General  J.  called  this  mutiny  in  his  camp — and,  be 
it  remembered  (said  Mr.  D.)  his  camp  was  then  a 
beseiged  city— that  the  enemy,  though  defeated, 
shamefully  defeated,  and  driven  back  into  their  ships, 
were  yet  three  times  more  numerous  then  we,  hav- 
ing been  reinforced  since,  by  three  more  regiments — 
and  that  in  a single  night,  they  could  again  have  en- 
camped on  the  Mississippi.  And  Mr.  D.  asked  if 
under  these  circumstances,  and  in  the  absence  of 
official  intelligence  of  the  formal  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  gen.  J.  would  have  been  true  to  his  duly  had  he 
suffered  the  habeas  corpus  covertly  to  effect  that  which 
the  cannon  of  the  enemy  had  failed  to  accomplish? 

Mr.  D.  here  passed  to  the  facts  connected  with  the 
arrest  of  Judge  Hall — whom  he  characterised  as  the 
craven  judge,  who  without  the  courage  or  patriotism 
of  the  women  w'ho  remained  at  home,  ran  away 
when  the  enemy  was  before  the  city,  and  returned 
when  they  were  gone — not  merely  to  witness  the  fal- 
sification of  his  predictions  of  disaster  to  the  Ameri- 
can arms,  but  with  a consciousness  of  not  having 
acted  as  became  him,  and  a determination  to  play 
the  great  man,  and  if  possible  to  bring  the  old  hero 
down  to  a level  with  himself.  Under  such  unworthy 
impulses,  he  said,  Judge  Hall  did  assume  the  plea- 
sant and  delicate  task,  as  had  been  confessed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Essex,  of  acting  as  the  complainant 
in  his  own  court,  against  General  J.  and  as  the  exe- 
cutor of  his  own  vengeance.  He  fined  the  man  whom 
a whole  city  hailed  with  gratitude  as  their  deliverer, 
for  a constructive  contempt  of  his  authority!  But 
said  Mr.  D.  (checking  himself)  I did  not  mean  to 
^ieak  thus  of  this  man.  He  is  dead,  and  I am  wil- 
ling he  should  sleep  in  peace  and  oblivion.  But, 
sir,  as  he  has  been  dug  up  here,  and  thrust  between 
us  and  the  living  hero,  as  in  his  life  time  he  W'as 
enabled  officially  to  insult  the  conquering  chief,  I 
could  scarcely  restrain  myself.  Perhaps  too,  sir, 
as  years  have  elapsed  since,  the  province  of  history 
has  begun, and  forbearance  to  surviving  friends  ceases. 

Mr.  O’Sullivan  continued  the  debate  and  denied 
his  having  violated  any  confidence  in  reading  the  ex- 
tracts he  had  read  to  the  house.  The  very  fact  of 
his  colleague  having  permitted  him  to  read  them — 
should  have  been  taken  as  evidence  that  there  was 
nothing  in  them  improper  to  be  brought  before  the 
public.  Portions  were  confidential.  Those  he  sup- 
pressed, as  his  colleague  required  they  should  be. 
Gen.  J.  used  a word  which  implied  injury — he  call- 


ed it  a stain  on  his  memory  which  he  desired  his 
country  should  wipe  out.  Far  was  it  from  General 
Jackson’s  thoughts  to  originate  a movement  to  effect 
that  object.  The  letter  was  one  of  a private  nature, 
and  which  he  had  not  at  that  time  th*  slightest  idea 
would  lead  to  any  species  of  legislative  action.  It 
was  written  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  O’S.  had  stated  before,  what  it  w'as  unneces- 
sary to  state  at  all,  that  to  Gen.  Jackson  the  money 
was  as  nothing — that  in  all  probability,  some  chari- 
i table  use  would  he  made  of  it,  as  was  suggested  by 
| Gen.  J.  when  the  amount  was  tendered  to  him  by 
the  citizens  of  New  Orleans.  Mr.  O’S.  would  an- 
swer for  it  that  when  the  object  of  this  resolution 
should  be  consummated,  no  single  dollar  of  this  mo- 
ney would  ever  be  converted  to  the  personal  uses  or 
profit  of  Gen.  Jackson.  A simple  declaratory  reso- 
lution, that  the  fine  was  improperly  imposed,  and 
should  be  refunded,  would  be  enough  to  satisfy  the 
wounded  honor  of  the  old  soldier. 

Mr.  Davezac  repudiated  the  idea  of  its  being  the 
pecuniary  consideration  which  impelled  his  urging 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  in  favor  of  the  old  ge- 
neral. He  rejected  it  indignantly  as  being  an  insult 
to  his  name. 

The  resolution  and  preamble  were  then  adopted 
by  a vote  of  63  to  24. 


QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  THURSDAY,  FEB.  3. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Summers's  amendment, 

Mr.  Gilmer  arose  and  said  that  after  all  that  had 
been  done,  he  was  willing  as  the  mover  of  the 
original  proposition  that  had  given  rise  to  this  debate, 
to  withdraw  it  provided  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  withdraw  the  petition  he  had  offered 
praying  a dissolution  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that',  yesterday  with  a solemn 
appeal  to  his  God,  he  had  declared  that  in  presenting 
this  petition  he  had  acted  in  a sense  of  duty  from  which 
he  could  not  dispense  himself.  That  is  the  answer  1 
give  to  the  gentleman  fro  n Virginia  who  heard  it. 

Mr.  Gilmer.  Then  1 feel  constrained  by  a sense  of 
duty  as  high  as  solemn  and  as  sacred,  to  persevere  in 
urging  and  supporting  the  proposition  I have  mads  to 
this  house.  Mr.  G.  here  asked  the  reading  of  his  re- 
solution, and  it  was  read.  This  resolution  said  Mr. 
G.  contemplates  no  punishment  save  the  public  in- 
dignation which  such  an  act  merits  and  the  expres- 
sion of  the  censure  of  this  house.  The  house  has 
been  put  into  a position  in  w'hich  it  is  compelled  to 
give  a public  expression  of  its  opinion.  Why  then 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  about  “pains  and  pen- 
alties” as  if  the  Newgate  calendar  was  haunting  his 
dreams.  The  gentleman  insists  on  his  right  to  defend 
himself.  Why  has  he  not  done  it?  Again  and  again 
with  his  usual  dexterity  he  has  arisen  and  has  defend- 
ed himself.  The  gentleman  has  defied  the  house  and 
its  censure  in  so  many  w'ords.  He  has  said  “the 
time  for  action  has  not  yet  come.”  He  has  referred 
to  the  interposition  of  the  treaty  making  power,  and 
has  said  that  by  it  the  government  can  emancipate 
the  slaves  of  the  south.  He  has  referred  to  griev- 
ances to  be  redressed  “peaceably  if  they  can  forcibly 
if  they  must.”  1 do  not  regard  this  question  as  in- 
volving merely  the  right  of  petition  as  he  has  contend- 
ed for.  It  is  a question  that  touches  the  union.  Re- 
ference has  been  made  to  the  course  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  to  the  opinions  avowed  by  one  of  its  repre- 
sentatives (Mr.  Midi ) on  this  floor.  Why  were  these 
references  made?  Do  they  not  imply  a consciousness 
of  more  or  less  of  guilt.  Does  the  avowal  of  others 
of  hostility  to  the  union  excuse  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  I need  not  defend  these  gentlemen; 
they  are  abundantly  capable  of  defending  themselves. 
It  is  not  the  form,  whether  by  petition  or  by  resolu- 
tion, but  it  is  the  design  and  tendency  of  the  proposi- 
tion that  I wish  the  house  to  consider.  The  spirit  of 
76  and  87  is  not  yet  extinct.  Is  not  this  a fit  occasion 
for  its  action.  A proposition  was  made  yesterday  by 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Summers]  to  commit  the  whole 
subject  to  a committee.  What  would  be  gained  by 
such  a reference?  Would  a decision  based  on  a re- 
port from  any  committee  bring  the  subject  any  near- 
er to  its  determination?  Not  a whit.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege  Mr.  G.  would  refer  again  to  the 
case  of  John  Smith,  and  quote  the  language  of  the 
report  on  his  case.  It  in  one  place  reprobated  the 
idea  of  “offering  the  crutches  of  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals as  an  apology  for  crippling  the  congressional 
power  of  expulsion.”  In  another  it  argued  that  the 
power  would  be  rendered  “ nugatory  by  delay."  The 
report  concluded  that  the  powers  of  congress  to  pun- 
ish its  own  members  was  sustained  by  the  constitu- 
tion. The  resolution,  with  w'hich  closed,  that  he  be 
expelled  was  determined  by  a vote  of  19  to  10.  One 
vote  more  would  have  carried  it.  Mr.  G.  considered 
it  as  amounting  to  a virtual  expulsion,  one  or  two  of 
the  senators  having  left  their  seats  as  Mr.  G.  under- 
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stood  under  a pledge  that  if  not  expelled  Smith  would 
immediately  resign.  In  the  list  of  yeas  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  stood  first.  Where 
were  his  qualms  scruples  and  doubts  as  to  the  power 
of  the  two  houses  of  congress  at  that  time  to  censure 
one  of  their  members.  The  freedom  of  opinion  and 
the  right  of  conscience  of  the  46  petitioners  of  Hav- 
erhill is  not  impaired  by  the  proposition  I have  mov- 
ed. It  is  not  my  purpose  to  invade  that  most  sacred 
of  all  rights  the  right  of  conscience.  No.  Our 
business  is  not  with  them  or  their  consciences  blit 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  with 
him,  not  personally,  but  as  a member  of  this  legisla- 
tive body.  You  may  try  to  avoid  action  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  you  cannot.  I have  no  personal  object  to 
gratify  in  relation  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 1 have  «o  pleasure  in  contrasting  the  present 
with  the  past,  the  feebie  disastrous  twilight  of  the 
setting  sun  with  its  more  splendid  meridian.  I en- 
tered this  hall  at  the  late  exlra  session  with  a feeling 
of  reverence  towards  him.  I locked  upon  him  as  an 
aged  and  venerable  public  servant.  I am  still  inclin- 
ed to  regard  him  personally  with  all  deference  and 
respect,  and  it  is  very  painful  to  me  to  be  compelled 
by  a sense  of  public  duty  to  submit  such  a proposi- 
tion in  regard  to  him  as  I have  done.  I would  gladly 
cast  a veil  of  total  oblivion  over  these  scenes,  but  it 
is  now  impossible.  They  have  become  a part  of  his- 
tory. The  gentleman  has  assumed  different  phases 
in  the  course  of  these  proceedings.  At  one  period 
he  seemed  to  court  martyrdom:  at  another  he  was  a 
persecuted  man.  Again  he  pleads  as  specially  and 
astutely  and  ingeniously  as  a nisiprius  lawyer.  To- 
morrow he  loves  the  union  too  well,  ah,  far  too  well 
to  say  or  do  any  thing  to  impair  it.  I shall  not  stop 
or  stoop  to  defend  myself,  nor  do  I hold  it  necessary 
to  defend  other  gentlemen  from  what  he  insinuates  of 
any  unholy  and  discordant  • combination  against  him. 
He  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  attribute  to  my  agency 
what  motives  he  pleases.  If  there  is  a period  when 
the  demon  of  party  spirit  may  and  ought  to  receive  a 
rebuke,  now  is  such  a moment.  The  gentleman  has 
sounded  “all  the  depths  and  shoals  of  honor,”  he  has 
reached  the  zenith  of  his  political  destiny  and  again 
receded,  he  figures  here  amid  scenes  of  which  his 
country  will  judge.  He  might  again  and  again  have 
saved  the  time  occupied  in  this  discussion.  Had  he 
consented  to  withdraw  the  petition  he  might  have 
ended  the  whole  affair.  I shall  not  discuss  the  right 
of  petition.  It  is  a very  different  thing  here  from 
what  it  is  in  the  despotic  governments  of  the  old 
world.  A petitioner  in  this  free  government  stands 
as  the  monarch  stands  there.  A petitioner  is  one  of 
the  mass  that  creates  the  government,  alters,  amends 
and  controls  it.  He  does  not  come  begging  favors, 
but  demands  bis  rights  as  a freeman.  The  right  of 
petition  is  of  far  less  importance  here  therefore,  than 
in  other  and  despotic  governments.  Will  it  be  main- 
tained that  any  particular  portion  of  the  people  have 
a right  to  ask  the  government  to  do  what  the  whole 
people  have  forbidden  to  be  done,  and  thus  confer  a 
new  power  on  the  government.  I hope  that  those 
who  confer  upon  me  and  others  the  soubriquet  of 
“abstractionists”  will  be  just  enough  to  take  it  to 
themselves,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts will  henceforth  be  reckoned  as  one  himself.  To 
refer  the  petition  to  a select  committee,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  its  chairman,  and  to  put  it 
in  his  power  to  report  against  it,  is  after  all  but  a cal- 
culation of  the  value  of  the  union.  It  would  be  a 
process  familiarizing  t’no  public  mind  with  the  idea 
of  a dissolution,  and  it  is  a movement  intended  as 
part  of  an  attack  upon  cur  most  valuable  blessings, 
it  reminded  Mr.  G.  of  the  quack  who  would  beg  a 
man  in  perfect  health  to  take  his  nostrum  to  make 
him  sick  in  order  to  have  the  honor  of  restoring  him 
to  health.  It  was  as  if  the  inventor  of  the  life  pre- 
server would  urge  a captain  to  sink  his  vessel  in  or- 
der to  test  the  efficacy  of  his  patent  invention.  If  the 
gentleman  were  allowed  to  make  a report,  what 
would  be  the  color  of  iiis  report  ? Mr.  G.  feared 
much  that  it  would  be  according  to  the  caprice  that 
ruled  him  at  the  moment.  My  great  objection  to  this 
whole  proceeding  is,  that  it  is  calculated  to  familia- 
rize the  public  mind  with  the  idea  of  breaking  up  the 
union.  The  people  of  the  United  Stales  know  their 
rights,  and,  “knowing,  dare  maintain  them.”  There, 
is  no  doubt  or  difficulty  on  that  point.  The- great  ob- 
ject, duty,  and  aim  of  congress  should  be  to  heal,  as 
far  as  possible,  all  local  discontents,  and  soften  and 
put  an  end  to  all  sectional  differences  and  difficulties. 
One  great  effort  ought  to  be  to  prevent  such  a crisis 
from  ever  arriving  as  might  present  an  inducement  to 
so  rash  a step.  Whenever  it  shall  be  the  opinion  of 
the  people  that  the  time  has  actually  come,  it  is  not 
you  nor  any  act  or  authority  of  yours  that  can  for  a 
moment  restrain  them;  and,  therefore,  I deprecate  all 
acts  on  our  part  that  may  be  calculated  to  foment  in- 
stead of  allay  popular  commotion  and  sectional 
jealousies  and  discontent.  When  the  mighty  wave 


of  revolution  shall  once  rise,  you  and  I and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  and  his  reports  and  our 
resolutions,  will  all  be  but  as  so  many  feathers  float- 
ingon  its  surface.  Does  it  become  us,  then,  to  agi- 
tate the  water?  Shall  we  do  any  act  which  shall  e n- 
courage the  people  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  union 
and  weigh  in  their  minds  the  question  of  its  dissolu- 
tion? Or  shall  we  not  rather,  in  compliance  with  the 
sacred  advice  of  the  father  of  his  country,  frown 
down  the  first  allusion  to  the  subject? 

I have  too  long  been  accustomed  “to  trace,  the 
days  disasters  in  his  morning  face.”  Who  wants  an 
argument  in  favor  of  preserving  the  union?  I sec  no 
indications  of  a civil  war;  I hear  of  no  armies  in  the 
field,  no  banners  of  rebellion  floating,  no  popular  as- 
semblies, no  state  ordinances,  no  committees  of  safe- 
ty. There  is  not  a ripple  on  the  surface  of  this  wide 
spread  nation.  Seventeen  millions  of  people  are 
quiet,  and  in  a state  of  perfect  repose.  No:  I beg 

pardon:  forfy-six  men  of  Haverhill  think  that  the 
union  should  be  immediately  dissolved,  but,  with  this 
deduction,  the  remainder  of  the  seventeen  millions 
rest  quite  content  with  the  constitution.  [A  laugh.] 
For  whom,  then,  do  we  want  an  argument?  For  the 
seventeen  millions,  or  for  the  forty-six  men  of 
Haverhill?  They,  I believe,  insist  “per  fas  aut  uefas,’’  i 
that  there  shall  be  an  immediate  dissolution.  Well, 
really  if  it  has  come  to  that  point,  if  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  these  forty-six  men  of  Haverhill  has  reached  j 
so  dangerous  a point  as,  without  an  argument  to  con-  | 
trol  them,  to  threaten  us  with  throwing  down  the  j 
union  about  our  ears,  I think  both  a more  rational  : 
and  a cheaper  mode  of  proceeding  will  be  for  this  j 
house  to  depute  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas-  j 
sachusetts  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  Haverhill:  on  his  arrival  let  the  town 
bell  be  rung:  let  these  forty-six  men  assemble,  and 
let  the  honorable  gentleman  address  them,  and  pre-1- 
sent  there  the  very  same  argument  by  word  of  mouth  j 
which,  if  chairman  of  the  committee,  he  would  pre-  j 
sent  here,  and  which  we  must  print  and  send  to  the  | 
world.  I feel  very  cerlain  that  iiis  powers  of  persua-  | 
sion  with  those  personages  would  be  just. as  effectual 
should  the  argument  be  made  orally  as  if  made  in  | 
wriling,  and  even  more  so,  since  we  all  know  the  ' 
gentleman’s  power  as  a rhetorician. 

Would  it  not  be  better  that  these  forty-six  men  of 
Haverhill  should  thus  he  satisfied  by  a direct  process, ! 
than  by  the  round-about  course  of  having  their  peti- ! 
tion  received,  referred  to  a select  committee,  con-  | 
sidered,  reported  on,  and  that  report  printed  by  this' 
house,  and  sent  to  then:  in  the  form  of  an  argument 
to  convice  them  that  the  union  had  better  not  at  pre- 
sent be  dissolved.  [A  laugh.] 

1 am  notin  favor  of  divulging  secrets,  or  repeating 
private  conversations,  or  reading  confidential  letters, 
but  I have  received  a letter  of  a somewhat  public 
character  from  a man  I do  not  personally  know,  but 
who  was  once  a senator  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  is  a son  of  a senator  of  the  United  States,  en- 
closing to  me  a letter  written  to  a senator  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  under  date  of  the  I5th 
December,  1803,  which  1 shall  now  take  the  liberty 
to  read,  having  been  not  merely  authorised  but  re- 
quested by  the  writer  of  the  letter  to  do  so.  The  gen- 
tleman having  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  about  a 
year  after  the  case  of  John  Smith,  wrote  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  a Mr.  Anderson,  then  a senator  from  the 
state  of  Tennessee. 

“The  event  has  shown  that,  in  my  calculation  of 
the  firmness  of  the  senate,  I was  not  mistaken.  The 
system  of  submission  to  British  insolence  and  usur- 
pation, which  has  been  preached,  and  prayed,  and 
resolved,  and  petitioned,  and  remonstrated  in  this 
part  of  the  country  for  the  last  eighteen  months, 
finds  in  the  senate,  thanks  be  to  God,  the  same  in- 
vincible spirit  of  resistance  which  it  found  at  the 
last  session  of  congress.  The  will  and  influence 
of  my  constituents  has  had  its  full  constitutional 
range,  and  they  have  had  the  best  opportunity  to  ma- 
nage their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way.  You  have 
now  had  announced  to  you,  with  due  formality,  the 
process  of  resistance  which  may  be  pursued  against 
your  laws.  So  that  at  least,  if  an  attempt  to  divide 
the  union  should  be  made,  you  will  have  no  cause  to 
complain  of  being  taken  by  surprise.  Now,  if  I had 
remained-with  you,  instead  of  threatening  insurrec- 
tion and  separation,  I could  only  hate  expressed  my 
abhorrence  of  every  such  attempt  or  project,  how- 
ever colored,  and  from  what  cause  soever  intended. 
My  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  union  are  well  known 
to  you.  John  Smith  and  Aaron  Burr,  were,  in  my 
view,  my  fellow  citizens,  just  as  if  they  had  been 
natives  of  Boston;  and  if  any  native  of  Boston,  in 
pursuit  of  the  same  end  which  Burr  and  Smith  were 
aiming  at,  should  go  as  far  as  its  execution,  I would,  as 
far  as  my  power  extended,  treat  him  in  the  same 
manner  as  1 thought  they  ought  to  have  treated,  i 
believe  it  will  be  far  better  for  you  and  for  the  whole 
nation  to  have  men  from  this  quarter,  who  will  pre- 


ire  you  for  what  they  mean  to  attempt,  than  one 
who,  feeling  and  believing  that  we  have  all  but  one 
common  interest,  could  avow  no  other  sentiment  as 
representing  this  section  of  the  nation.” 

Had  he  invariably  pursued  the  same  course  which 
is  avowed  in  this  letter — had  there  been  no  spot, 
no  cloud — had  the  same  bright  sunshine  been  ex- 
hibited throughout  in  regard  to  all  that  touched  the 
union,  I should  not  be  afraid  to  trust  him.  But  now 
I must  say  to  him  in  his  own  language,  “JVbii  tali 
auxiiio,  nec  difensoribus  islis .”  I had  rather  take  the 
union  as  it  is  than  trust  it  to  his  hands.  And  now,  I 
ask,  will  this  house  entertain  and  dispose  of  the  ques- 
tion of  dissolution,  or  will  they  meet  it  at  the  thres- 
hold, and  treat  the  mention  of  it  as  an  outrage?  Who 
is  it,  I ask  again,  that  wants  any  argument  for  the 
union?  We  have  arguments  enough.  Where  is  Bunker 
Hill?  Where  is  Yorktown?  Where  is  Saratoga? — 
Where  are  the  thousand  battlefields,  all  rich  in  vic- 
tories over  the  meteor  flag  of  England?  The  gentle- 
man is  himself  at  once  a witness  and  an  argument  in 
its  favor. 

It  is  impossible  to  look  at  him,  where  he  stands 
holding  in  his  hand  a petition  for  the  dissolution  of 
this  union,  and  to  forget  what  he  has  been,  and  what 
his  father  was  before  him.  It  should  be  a consola- 
tion to  the  gentleman  that  he  cannot,  in  the  course 
of  nature  live  long  enough  to  pull  down  the  fabric  of 
his  country’s  fame  amid  the  ruin  of  ins  own.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  not  forgotten  the 
farewell  address  of  him  who  achieved  their  liberty. 
They  look  with  exulting  pride  on  the  national  flag 
as  it  floats  proudly  over  this  capital,  and  every  stripe 
and  every  star,  with  all  their  glorious  associations, 
has  been  to  them  a sufficient  argument  in  favor  of 
that  union  that  has  made  them  the  envy  of  the 
world.  It  has  satisfied  the  measure  of  their  wishes 
for  more  than  half  a century,  and  I trust,  in  spite  of 
all  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  shall  be 
able  to  say,  that  it  will  continue  to  satisfy  their  child- 
ren for  centuries  to  come. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had  before 
him  other  documents  which  were  pertinent  to  the 
subject  in  hand,  but  which  he  should  forbear  to  use, 
lest  they  might  increase  the  excitement  which  alrea- 
dy prevailed,  and  tend  to  aggravate  feelings  which 
could  not  too  soon  be  allayed. 

Mr.  Mains  then  again  addressed  the  house  at 
length.  He  said  that  he  stood  here  in  the  most  ex- 
traordinary position  that  any  member  of  the  house 
ever  stood  before,  with  two  criminal  trials  going  on 
pari  passu;  and  he  was  called  to  defend  himself  on 
both,  whilst  every  effort  was  made  that  could  possi- 
bly lie  made  to  deprive  him  of  the  powe  r of  defend- 
ing himSeif  against  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Albemarle  (Mr.  Gilmer)  was 
mistaken  when  lie  said  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  had  the 
privilege  of  defending  himself  against  these  charges. 
He  had  hitherto  only  asked  of  the  house  permission 
to  defend  himself,  and  the  house  had  not  thought 
proper  to  grant  it. 

It  was  now  proposed  to  send  this  subject  to  a com- 
mittee, before  whom  he  might  defend  himself;  and  if 
the  house  thought  there  was  substance  enough  in 
either  of  the  accusations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky or  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle,  he  was  sa- 
tisfied and  content  to  go  before  a committee  that  he 
might  be  beard  in  his  defence. 

Sir.  A.  next  referred  to  the  case  of  John  Smith 
and  again  admitted  as  he  had  done  yesterday  that  the 
house  had  the  discretionary  power  to  try  him  on  a 
question  of  privilege.  But  he  claimed  that  the  house 
must  either  send  him  before  a court  of  justice  to  have 
his  guilt  first  established,  or  that  they  should  them- 
selves first  try  him  and  establish  his  guilt  before  pro- 
ceeding to  sentence  him.  But  as  the.  house  had  al- 
ready refused  to  send  him  to  a court  of  justice,  they 
must  of  course  try  him  themselves  before  proceeding 
to  their  decision  on  his  case,  and  lie  claimed  a full 
and  fair  trial  such  as  would  he  allowed  to  the  vilest 
criminal.  He  had  been  charged,  notwithstanding  the 
ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  trans- 
fer it  from  him  to  the  petitioners,  he  had  been  charg- 
ed with  subornation  of  perjury  and  high  treason,  at 
least  with  being  an  accessary  after  the  fact,  and  as  it 
was  shown  by  all  the  laws  of  England  and  of  this 
country  there  were  no  accessaries  in  treason,  the 
position  which  would  make  him  an  accessary  in  com- 
mon crime  would  make  him  a principal  in  treason. 
There  was  no  such  thing  as  high  treason  known  in 
this  country.  There  was  treason  against  the  United 
States  which  was  defined  in  the  constitution.  There 
was  not  as  in  England  any  petit  treason  so  there 
could  not  be  any  high  treason.  Mr.  A.  then  criti- 
cised Mr.  Marshall's  recourse  to  English  law  for  his 
charges  of  criminality  against  him.  The  gentleman 
from  Albemarle  charged  him  with  using  something 
like  wit.  No  man  resorted  to  its  use  with  more  plea- 
sure than  he  (Mr.  A.)  did;  and  lor  this  reason,  that 
it  always  seemed  to  throw  the  house  into  good  humor, 
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and  probably  be  had  more  occasion  for  that  at  pre- 
sent than  any  thing  else. 

But  as  one  of  the  whimsicalities  (so  to  speak)  at- 
tending his  present  position,  lie  was  disposed  to  exa- 
mine the  consistency  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky and  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  in  their 
charges  against  him.  And  in  order  to  show  it  he 
would  be  obliged  again  to  go  back  to  the  petition 
from  Georgia.  That  petition  charged  him  with  mo- 
nomania— with  insanity.  And  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall)  had  asked  the  house  that 
he  (Mr.  A.)  might  be  permitted  to  defend  himself 
against  it,  because  he  (?vlr.  M.)  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  charge  was  true.  The  gentleman  from  Al- 
bemarle, even  before  this  present  incendiary  petition 
had  been  presented,  had  given  notice  to  the  house 
that  he  should  move  his  (Mr.  A’s)  expulsion,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  on  the 
ground  staled  in  the  petition  from  Georgia — to  wit, 
monomania.  Both  the  gentlemen,  therefore,  had 
settled  it  on  the  petition  from  Georgia,  that  he  was 
incompetent  to  act  as  chairman  of  that  committee, 
from  monomania.  He  had  then  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  forty-five  citizens  of  Haverhill,  praying  for  a 
dissolution  of  the  union,  and  at  once  these  two  gen- 
tlemen turned  round,  and  converted  the  monomaniac 
into  an  incendiary  and  a traitor.  Was  it  customary 
to  charge  an  insane  man  with  the  commission  of 
crimes?  [Laughter.]  Not  five  minutes  before  he 
had  presented  this  incendiary  petition  the  gentleman 
had  charged  him  as  incompetent  from  leant  of  sense; 
and  no  sooner  had  he  offered  the  petition  here,  than 
he  turned  round  and  charged  him  with  subornation 
of  perjury  and  high  treason,  and  half  a dozen  other 
almost  capital  crimes.  There  would  be  some  diffi- 
culty for  the  gentleman  to  prove  his  own  consistency 
in  these  two  classes  of  charges.  If  he  (Mr.  A.)  was 
an  insane  man,  he  must  plead  that  he  deserved  the 
compassion,  and  not  the  severe  punishment  of  this 
house.  And  if  he  was  insane,  he  was  certainly  as 
insane  in  presenting  this  petition  to  dissolve  the  union 
as  he  was  insane  in  presenting  this  mock  petition  from 
Georgia. 

And,  by  the  way,  he  had  had  further  light  thrown 
on  that  petition  by  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson),  that  it  was  written 
upon  congressional  paper,  from  which  he  (Mr.  A.) 
believed  it  had  been  commenced  in  this  house.  And 
he  now  called  upon  whoever  might  have  originated 
that  petition  to  stand  up  and  avow  it  like  a man. 
Pie  believed  it  had  been  sent  to  Georgia,  and  that 
every  means  had  been  resorted  to  deceive  him  into 
the  belief  that  it  was  a genuine  paper,  that  he  might 
present  it  as  such.  He  would  not  have  presented  it 
had  he  believed  it  to  be  a fabrication.  He  would 
have  seen  through  its  intent  and  purpose,  and  would 
have  found  a justification  in  his  own  mind  for  not 
presenting  a forgery  to  the  house,  instead  of  what  he 
believed  it  to  be,  a sincere  and  genuine  paper. 

He  had  already  appealed  to  the  good  sense  and  to 
the  feeling  of  this  house  to  inquire,  whether,  if  such 
a petition  did  originate  here — if  it  was  what  gentle- 
men had  thought  proper  to  denominate  it,  a hoax — 
he  had  appealed  to  them  whether  such  an  act  was 
not  such  a breach  of  the  privileges  both  of  the  mem- 
bers and  the  house  as  would  deserve  the  severest 
punishment  the  house  could  inflict? 

The  other  day  when  he  suggested  the  idea  of  the 
discovery'  made  by'  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Johnson ),  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  said  that  he  hoped 
that  gentleman  was  not  privy  to  it.  One  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Georgia  (Mr.  Habersham ) had  immedi- 
ately risen  on  that  occasion,  and  said  that,  for  his 
part,  he  would  answer  no  such  inquiry;  that  he  would 
not  suffer  the  possibility  of  such  a thing  to  rest  upon 
him.  He  (Mr.  A.)  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  lie  believed  that  every  member  from  that 
state  who  was  then  in  the  house  was  innocent  entirely 
of  the  hoax,  if  gentlemen  so  pleased  to  call  it.  But 
he  must  say  it  would  please  him  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Johnson ) would  disclaim  more 
explicitly  than  he  had  done  before,  his  being  privy  to 
that  hoax.  [Laughter.]  Pie  (Mr.  A.)  was  exceed- 
ingly unwilling  to  suppose  that  the  gentleman  knew 
anylljp^  about  it;  but  when  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  called 
upon  h h-eUg 'avow  or  disavow  knowing  something 
about,  it,  bc."ivfethe  gentleman  had  made  the  discove- 
ry of  its  bciM;  written  on  congressional  paper,  he 
(Mr.  A.)  had  observed  that  the  disavowal  was  not  so 
explicit  as  that  of 'the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Would  th^4  gentleman  from  Maryland  disavow  all 
knowledge  of  the  transaction? 

Mr.  IT.  C.  Johnson,  on  leave,  explained.  Pic  was 
very  imperfectly  heard,  (by  reason  of  a sore  throat 
under  which  he  was  laboring);  but  he  was  understood 
to  say  that,  at  the  time  referred  to,  he  bad  disclaimed 
any  knowledge  of  the  petition  until  he  had  seen  it  at 
the  clerk’s  talble.  The  remarks  he  had  then  made 
were  reported  in  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  which 
paper  the  gentlcmar,.  from  Massachusetts  had  before 


him;  and  he  (Mr.  .1.)  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  | 
that  gentleman  ought  to  be  the  last  to  refer  to  him 
as  being  guilty  of  fraud  or  falsehood,  when  he  (Mr.  ! 
A.)  has  called  him  privately  to  his  desk  and  had  i 
apologised  to  him  for  what  lie  had  then  said,  though  , 
he  had  not  the  magnanimity  to  do  it  on  the  floor.  It 
was  a course  of  conduct  unworthy  of  the  gentleman, 
who  thus  himself  committed  a fraud. 

Mr.  .Idams.  The  disavowal  is  not  complete.  Docs 
the  gentleman  disavow  any  knowledge  of  the  atfair 
before  he  made  that  discovery  at  the  clerk’s  table?  I 
call  upon  him  to  answer. 

Mr  .Johnson  (still  most  imperfectly  heard)  was  un- 
derstood to  say,  that  lie  had  most  distinctly  made  the; 
disavowal.  And  no  man  with  honorable  feelings  in 
his  bosom  would  make  such  imputations  upon  honora- 
ble members  of  this  house, 

Mr.  Mams.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  a 
good  tactician.  I know  him,  and  have  known  him 
long  in  that  capacity.  The  gentleman  at  one  time 
made  a most  unjustifiable  use  of  the  journals  of  this 
house  and  of  my  votes  here  in  order  to  support  the 
grounds  he,  then  assumed.  1 proved  the  fact  to  the 
house  and  to  that  gentleman,  yet  he  never  made  an 
apology— 

Mr.  Johnson  here  made  a remark,  the  purport  of 
which  was  understood  to  he  that  he  had  proved  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  be  guilty  of  error, 
and  that  the  gentleman  had  never  acknowledged  it. 

Mr.  .'hlams  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
bemarle (Mr.  G.)  after  insisting  on  trying  him  twice 
over,  and  after  having  spent  sevaral  hours  in  that 
pleasant  employment,  had  said, and  after  he  (Mr.  A.) 
had  said  that  he  presented  the  petition  under  the 
sense  of  duty  to  his  oath  and  his  conscience,  that  he 
I (Mr.  G.)  was  willing  to  withdraw  his  resolution  of 
| censure  provided  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  withdraw  the 
petition.  No,  no — he  could  not  do  that.  When  he 
made  the  declaration  that  he  had  of  his  being  bound 
to  present  it  he  was  not  speaking  to  the  winds.  The 
j question  involved  the  total  Suppression  of  the  right 
| of  petition  to  the  whole  people  of  this  union.  Marly 
i modes  and  varieties  of  forms  some  too  ridiculous  to 
I be  adopted  by  any  sensible  bouse  of  representatives 
were  made  use  of  to  exclude  petitions  and  he  was 
! notjeontent  with  them.  But  they  were  not  enough; 
i if  the  gentlemen  could  get  a solemn  vote  of  this 
I house  censuring  members  for  presenting  petitions, 
then,  they  thought,  this  question  would  be  settled; 
i they  thought  the  freemen  of  the  north  would  not 
I send  petitions  on  any  subject  they  thought  proper  to 
I oppose.  When  gentlemen  had  got  their  chains  on 
members  of  the  north — when  the  language  was  held 
to  them,  ay,  present  your  petitions,  but  you  do  it  un- 
der the  penalty  of  violating  the  privileges  of  the 
house — then,  they  thought,  the  matter  would  be  end- 
ed. But  he  promised  them  that  it  would  not  be  end- 
ed; he  promised  them  that  they  would  have  the  peo- 
ple coming  here  (to  use  the  expression  of  a sublime 
and  lofty  poet  of  England)  “besieging  not  beseech- 
ing.” 

If  he  had  withdrawn  the  petition,  lie  would  consi- 
der himself  as  having  sacrificed  the  right  of  petition, 
as  having  sacrificed  the  right  of  habeas  corpus;  as 
having  sacrificed  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  as  having 
sacrificed  the  sacred  confidence  of  the  post  office;  as 
having  sacrificed  the  freedom  of  the  press;  as  having 
sacrificed  the  freedom  of  speech;  as  having  sacrific- 
ed every  element  of  liberty  that  was  enjoyed  by  his 
fellow  citizens,  because,  if  he  had  proved  craven  to 
his  trust  under  the  intimidation  of  the  charges  ofthe 
gentleman  from  Albemarle  and  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  never  more  would  the  house  have  seen 
a petition  presented  from  the  people  of  the  union, 
expressing  their  grievances  in  a manner  that  might  not 
be  pleasing  to  the  members  of  the  “peculiar  institu- 
tions,” until  at  length  the  people  should  teach  them 
the  lesson  that,  however  their  representatives  might 
be  intimidated  from  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  they 
(the  people)  would  be  their  own  champions,  and  the 
defenders  of  their  own  rights.  There  was  the  dead- 
ly character  of  the  attempt  made  to  put  him  down — - 
to  charge  him  as  a criminal  for  presenting  a petition. 
Did  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  think  that  that 
was  the  way  to  appease  dissatisfaction  and  discord? 
Let  him  look  (o  the  public  presses  of  the  north  upon 
this  very  transaction — from  New  York,  or  even  from 
Philadelphia,  northward— and  see  the  opinions  which 
they  had  already  expressed  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  persecuted.  And  if  that  gentle 
man  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  thought  that 
this  censure  upon  him,  (Mr.  A.)  produced  as  they 
were  attempting  to  produce  it,  would  appease  dis- 
cord and  silence  discussion,  they  would  find  very  dif- 
ferent sentiments  prevailing. 

Mr.  Gilmer  here  rose,  and  tendered  to  Mr.  Jidams 
a newspaper,  (which  the  reporter  understood  to  be 
the  Essex  Banner,  Haverhill,  of  date  January  27.) 

Mr.  .'idams.  1 can  furnish  the  gentleman  with 
iwenly  papers  for  his  one. 


Mr.  Gilmer.  The  exchange,  then,  will  be  in  my 
favor.  [Laughter.] 

The  speaker  interposed  to  order. 

Mr.  ./Idams  said  be  did  not  wish  to  be  diverted  by 
any  of  these  interruptions. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  had  offered  his  re- 
solution under  a sense  of  duty,  without  consultation 
in  caucus,  or  convention,  or  otherwise;  yet  the  gen- 
tleman had  suffered  the  far  more  violent  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  be  before  the 
house  until  this  morning,  without  ever  having  declar- 
ed whether  he  had  accented  it  or  not  as  a substitute 
for  his  own.  Did  not  the  gentleman  hold  a consulta- 
tion after  that  resolution  was  offered 

Mr.  Gilmer.  Frequently. 

Mr.  .idams.  1 mean  a caucus. 

Mr.  Gilmer.  1 do  not  know  what  the  gentlemen 
means  by  a caucus;  but  i 

Mr.  .idams,  (interrupting  Mr.  G.)  The  gentle- 
man does  not  know  what  I mean  by  a caucus!  That 
is  enough.  [Laughter], 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  he;  did  know  what  the  gentleman 
meant  by  a caucus,  but  he  wanted  to  know  wliat  the 
gentleman  meant  when  he  spoke  of  a caucus;  and  he 
(Mr.  G.)  would  now,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Yan- 
kees, answer  the  gentleman’s  question  by  asking  him 
another.  Had  the  gentleman  himself  held  no  con- 
versations, and  had  there  not  been  another  caucus  at 
which  he  (Mr.  G.)  was  not  present? 

The  speaker  again  interposed. 

Mr.  Mama  said,  (hat  as  to  any  conversations  or 
consultations  he  might  have  had,  that  was  a thing  for 
w hich  he  was  responsible  to  the  house  whenever  call- 
ed upon  from  a proper  quarter. 

Mr.  Gilmer.  So  am  1. 

Mr.  Mams.  The  gentleman  equivocates.  He 
dares  not  acknowledge  that  he  was  a party  to  that  se- 
cret conclave  beneath  this  hall  which  followed  imme- 
diately after  his  resolution.  I say  he  dares  not  ac- 
knowledge it,  and  he  is  trying  to  evade  it  by  putting 
questions  to  me. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  who  had  risen,  took  his  seat,  remark- 
ing (as  the  reporter  thinks)  that  he  would  not  reply 
to  such  language. 

Mr.  Mams  proceeded.  He  took  for  granted  that 
the  gentleman  was  (here;  and  he  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Marshall ) was  Ihe  result  of  that  caucus. 

But  more.  The  gentleman  from  Albemarle  had 
said  that  be  brought  forward  this  resolution  upon  his 
own  ground,  without  consultation,  under  a sense  of 
the  indignation  aroused  by  the  presentation  of  the 
petition.  Yet,  mark:  the  gentleman  had,  before  that 
time,  notified  this  house  that  he  was  prepared  to  dis- 
miss him  (Mr.  A.)  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion from  Georgia.  The  gentleman  had  given  no- 
tice of  that  to  others  beside  him,  (Mr.  A.)  Yes,  the 
gentleman  had  tampered  with  a colleague  of  his  (Mr. 
A.’s)  own,  to  put  him  in  the  station  of  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  in  his  (Mr.  A.’s) 
place. 

Mr.  Gilmer  and  Mr.  Cushing  both  denied  this,  and 
after  some  disputation  between  Mr.  A.  and  Mr.  C. 
Mr.  Mams  continued. 

There  was  a design  to  remove  him  from  his  station 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  be- 
fore he  presented  this  petition.  The  attempt  to  car- 
ry this  into  execution  had  already  been  made  in  the 
coinmilteo  on  foreign  affairs.  Notice  had  been  given 
by  a member  of  this  house  and  a member  of  that, 
committee  of  his  readiness  to  remove  him  (Mr.  A.) 
before  lie  had  presented  this  petition.  He  hoped  the 
house  would  notice  that  fact.  He  would  rend  from 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  committee. 

He  did  not  lake  it  that  the  proceedings  of  Hie  com- 
mittees of  this  house  were  secret.  Since  he  had 
been  a member  of  the  house,  any  person  who  chose 
had  been  permitted  to  attend  them.  He  understood 
he  was  at  liberty  to  read  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  then  read  the  following  record  of  the 
proceedings  ofthe  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  at  its 
session  on  Tuesday,  February  1,  1842: 

In  committee  on  foreign  affairs  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  Tuesday  1st  Fe- 
bruary, 1342. 

Present  —Mams,  Gilmer,  Everett,  Hunter,  Rhett, 
Ciisliing,  P i'ojjit , Johnson , Granger. 

The  chairman  presented  a paper  in  wrilinp-,  to  the 
effect  that  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  a member  of  the  house 
from  Virginia  and  a member  of  this  committee,  hav- 
ing announced  in  the  house  his  intention  to  move 
without  instructions  from  the  house,  that  this  com- 
mittee do  elect  a chairman,  the  present  chairman  in- 
quires whether  Mr.  Gilmer  is  now  ready  to  make  that 
motion;  and  moved  that  this  inquiry,  to«-cther  with 
Mr.  Gilmer's  answer,  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gilmer  presented  a paper  ip  writing,  in  re- 
sponse to  this  inquiry. 
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Mr.  Everett  moved  that  the  whole  subject  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  which  motion  the  votes  were:  Ayes— Messrs. 
Cushing,  Rhett,  Granger,  Everett — 4.  Noes — 

Messrs.  Gilmer,  Proffit,  Hunter,  Johnson — 4.  The 
chairman  then  voted  No.  And  so  the  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Adams  to  enter  the  papers  on  the  mi- 
nutes. Upon  which  motion  the  votes  were:  Ayes — 
Messrs.  Hunter,  Proffitt,  Rhett,  Gilmer — 4.  Noes — 
Messrs.  Everett,  Granger,  Johnson,  Cushing — 4. — 
The  chairman  then  voted  ay.  And  so  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  the  commit- 
mitlee  rose,  to  meet  (pursuant  to  the  standing  order 
of  the  committee)  on  Tuesday  next,  at  10  o’clock  A. 
M. 

The  two  papers  are  in  the  words  following: 

No.  1. 

In  committee  on  foreign  affairs  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  Tuesday,  1st  Fe- 
bruary, 1842. 

Thomas  TV.  Gilmer,  a member  of  the  house  from 
Virginia  and  a member  of  this  committee,  having 
announced  in  the  house  his  intention  to  move,  with- 
out instructions  from  the  house,  that  this  committee 
do  elect  a chairman,  the  present  chairman  inquires 
whether  Mr.  Gilmer  is  now  ready  to  make  that  mo- 
tion, and  moves  that  this  inquiry,  together  with  Mr. 
Gilmer's  answer,  be  entered,  on  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee. 

No.  2. 

In  committee  on  foreign  affairs  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  Tuesday,  Febru- 
ary 1st,  1842. 

Thomas  TV.  Gilmer,  a member  of  the  house  from 
Virginia  and  a member  of  this  committee,  after  the 
hon.  John  Q.  Adams,  a member  of  the  house  from 
Massachusetts  and  a member  of  this  committee,  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  what  he  described 
as  a petition  from  citizens  of  Georgia,  praying  for  his 
removal  as  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  intimat- 
ed his  intention  of  moving  its  reference  to  this  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  proceed,  if  the  members 
of  the  committee  thought  proper,  to  the  choice  of  a 
chairman,  did  say  in  the  house  that  if  this  committee 
had  the  power  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  another 
chairman,  he  was  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility 
on  his  part  as  a member  of  this  committee,  with  or 
without  the  instruction  of  the  house.  In  reply  to  the 
inquiry  now  submitted  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  Gii  ner 
says,  that  the  chairman  having  brought  this  subject 
to  the  consideration  first  of  the  house  and  now  of  the 
committee,  this  respondent  feels  relieved  from  what- 
ever of  personal  delicacy  he  might  have  felt  in  origi- 
nating such  an  inquiry,  and  that  for  one  he  is  prepar- 
ed to  vote  against  the  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  Adams,  as  chairman  of  this  commit- 
tee. Mr.  Gihner  further  states,  (some  conversation 
having  ensued  between  Mr.  Adams  and  himself,)  that 
though  he  did  not  say  in  the  house  that  he  would 
move  in  this  matter  before  the  committee,  he  is  ready 
not  only  to  vote  as  indicated,  but  to  submit  a motion 
which  will  bring  the  subject  before  the  committee 
for  its  action. 

The  gentleman  from  Albemarle  (Mr.  Gilmer ) had 
other  auxiliaries  who  were  to  turn  him  (Mr.  A.)  out 
of  office  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs. He  had  received,  within  a day  or  two,  the 
following  paper,  which  he  would  read  to  the  house: 
Jackson,  ( N.  C.)  January  20,  1842. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  esq. 

This  will  inform  you  that  your  villainous  course  in 
congress  has  been  watched  by  the  whole  south,  and 
unless  you  very  soon  change  your  course  death  will 

be  your  portion.  Prepare,  prepare,  for,  by  the 

of .,  you  will  unexpectedly  be  hurried  into  eter- 

nity, where  you  ought  to  have  been  long  since. 

Yours,  . 

This  was  a mere  sample  of  a very  considerable 
correspondence,  passive  on  his  part,  which  he  had 
received,  now  and  heretofore,  from  this  region,  in 
which  he  was  told  that  his  villainous  course  was 
watched.  And  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  had 
watched  it,  This  letter  was  postmarked  Norfolk, 
Virginia.  Nor  was  this  alone  the  operation  of  the 
correspondence.  He  had  here  a picturesque  repre- 
sentation [which  he  exhibited  to  the  house]  of  him- 
self, with  the  mark  of  what  appeared  a rifle  pall,  “at 
the  shortest  distance,”  on  the  head,  and  the  word 
“abolition”  written  over.  On  the  sides  were  the 
words  “mene  tekel  upharsin."  He  presumed  that  mem- 
bers of  this  house  knew  where  it  came  from.  Under- 
neath were  the  words,  “stop  the  music  (precisely  the 
words  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  had  used)  of 
John  Quincy  Adams,  the  sixth  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  who, 

In  one  revolving  moon. 

Is  statesman,  poet,  babbler  and  buffoon,’’ 


The  gentleman  from  Albemarle  had  used  the  word 
fiddler,  which  was  here  supplied  by  babbler.  That 
he  w as  a babbler  he  could  not  deny,  but  that  he  was 
a fiddler  was  a new  discovery.  [A  laugh.]  It  was 
the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  who  announced  his 
intention  at  that  time  to  stop  the  music  of  this  “states- 
man, poet,  fiddler,  and  buffoon.”  And  he  seemed  to 
have  made  marvellous  progress  in  his  intention  to 
stop  his  music.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  under- 
take to  stop  the  gentleman’s  music,  but  w’ould  say  to 
him— 

Non  tu,  in  triviis,  indocte,  solebas 
Slridenti  miserum  slipula  disperdere  carmen? 

So  much  for  this  subject  of  music,  and  for  the 
threats  of  launching  him  into  eternity.  The  gentle- 
man had  spoken  about  the  “setting  sun,”  and  the 
“splendid  meridian.”  He  would  put  it  to  this  house, 
not  to  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  himself  in 
what  way  a man  in  middle  age — in  the  prime  and 
vigor  of  body  and  mind,  could  reproach  him  with  his 
infirmities. 

The  gentleman  said  he  had  no  personal  or  section- 
al or  party  feelings.  Is  it  to  be  believed  by  this  house? 
Could  this  motion  have  emanated  from  any  other 
section  of  the  union?  New  Hampshire  would  not 
have  dared  to  bring  forward  against  him  a proposi- 
tion of  this  kind,  although  her  members  might  be  in 
the  coalition  declared  by  C.  C.  Clay  and  might  be 
willing  to  vote  for  it.  If  as  the  mock  petition  from 
Georgia  charged,  he  was  guilty  of  monomania,  let 
the  house  pronounce  him  to  be  that  insane  man. 
But  as  to  the  charges  which  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  made, 
assailing  his  name  and  reputation,  invoking  on  him 
the  censure  of  the  house  as  guilty  of  treason  and 
perjury,  and  that  for  the  most  conscientious  of  his 
acts,  and  turning  him  over  to  the  indignation  of 
every  American  citizen,  he  had  rather,  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  his  God  as  his  judge,  that  he  had  approach- 
ed him  with  a weapon  as  was  sometimes  done  to 
other  members  of  the  free  states  on  this  floor,  and 
had  stabbed  him  to  the  heart. 

The  proposition  had  grieved  him  much;  and  it  was 
grievous  that  the  name  of  Marshall  should  be  cou- 
pled with  the  names  of  Jeffries  and  Page,  when  he 
wished  that  it  should  have  been  coupled  with  those  of 
Hale  and  Holt.  How  would  it  sound  to  the  posteri- 
ty of  this  nation  if  the  adage  of  “hard  words  and 
hanging  if  you  are  judged  by  the  Page”  as  detailed  by 
Dr.  Johnson  in  his  life  of  Savage,  should  be  parodi- 
ed by  “hard  words  and  hanging  if  you  are  judged  by 
Marshall.”  The  name  of  Marshall  until  this  time 
had  been  one  of  glory  and  affection  to  him.  It  griev- 
ed him  that  these  measures  against  him  came  all  from 
Virginia — from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who 
he  believed  was  from  Virginia,  at  least  by  descent  if 
not  by  nativity,  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle,  (Mr. 
Gilmer),  and  the  gentleman  from  Accomac,  (Mr. 
Wise),  whom  he  had  twice  saved  from  the  censure  of 
this  house. 

[Mr.  Wise,  (in  his  seat).  Never.] 

He  had  done  his  best  to  do  it,  and,  if  he  had  not 
done  it,  it  had  been  done  by  others  with  his  concur- 
rence. Now  that  the  member  (Mr.  Wise)  had 
thought  proper  to  interrupt  him,  he  would  inquire 
what  had  been  his  course  in  this  case  under  this 
charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  under 
the  charge  of  his  (Mr.  Wise's)  . colleague?  He  was 
the  man  who,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  paper,  had 
spoken  five  hours  at  least  of  invective  on  him  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  through  this  persecution  or  pro- 
secution in  this  house,  and  who  then  told  the  house 
and  the  world  that  he  had  spoken  on  nothing  but  the 
subject  of  printing,  and  that  he  should  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting  on  the  question.  It  grieved  him 
from  the  very  soul  to  see  these  propositions  come 
from  Virginia.  If  there  was  a stale  in  this  union  for 
which  even  now  he  felt  an  attachment  greater  than 
to  any  other  except  his  native  state,  it  was  to  Virgi- 
nia. In  his  early  years,  it  was  from  Virginia  that  he 
was  introduced  into  the  service  of  this  nation — first 
by  George  Washington,  whose  warning  voice  had 
been  repeated  here  to  operate  against  him;  and 
which  voice  had  been  to  him,  from  the  time  it  was 
delivered  down  to  this  moment,  next  to  the  holy 
scriptures,  on  his  heart  and  mind.  That  was  the 
man  who,  when  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  under  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  charged 
with  the  absurd  and  ridiculous  charge  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Accomac  had  been  endeavoring  to  fix 
upon  him,  of  being  under  English  influence,  had  in- 
troduced him  (Mr.  A.)  into  the  public  service  of  this 
country  as  a minister  abroad.  And,  among  the  charges 
against  his  administration,  which  were  as  gross  and 
violent  as  those  brought  against  any  of  his  successors, 
was  one  of  appointing  to  a foreign  mission  a boy 
minister. 

[Mr.  A.  here  went  at  some  length  into  the  history 
of  his  past  life,  his  intercourse  and  friendship  with, 
and  the  confidence  he  had  enjoyed  of  Washington, 


Jefferson,  Madison  and  Monroe.  After  giving  the 
account  of  his  diplomatic  missions*  and  of  his  ap- 

*The  detail  by  Mr.  Adams  of  the  various  important 
offices  conferred  upon  him,  and  of  historical  facts  in 
connection  therewith,  was  listened  to  with  deep  in- 
terest. 

In  the  course  of  this,  he  said  the  gentleman  from 
Accomac  had  made  a motion  to  bring  up  a transac- 
tion of  his  with  Mr.  Jefferson;  the  circumstances  of 
which  he  related.  In  1808,  and  during  the  time  the 
embargo  was  in  force,  he  became  acquainted  with  a 
correspondence  held  between  the  governor  general 
of  Canada  and  certain  persons  in  Boston,  which  he 
thought  deserved  his  attention,  and  particularly  be- 
cause he  though  its  tendency  was  towards  a dissolu- 
tion of  the  union.  He  then  felt  himself  bound,  as  a 
member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  executive  department  of  the  government,  to  give 
this  information  to  the  friends  of  the  president,  and  he 
communicated  to  him  the  fact.  He  had  been  charged 
time  after  time  with  having  turned  witness  against 
his  own  associates  and  friends,  by  accusing  them 
with  treasonable  correspondence.  There  was  no  trea- 
son in  it — there  was  nothing  unlawful  in  it  at  all. 

He  had  never  accused  any  body  with  treason,  or  with 
any  other  crime  whatever.  The  correspondence, 
such  as  it  was,  was  carried  on  in  time  of  peace,  and 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  reveal  the  fact.  The  per- 
sons engaged  in  it  he  had  never  named.  But,  many 
years  afterwards,  Jefferson  stated  the  fact  of  the  in- 
formation having  been  gived  him,  as  if  it  had  had  hap- 
pened during  the  war,  and  not,  as  it  really  was,  dur- 
ing the  peace,  years  before;  the  injustice  of  which  he 
complained  on  the  part  of  Jefferson  was  not  his  in- 
tention, but  his  lapse  of  memory.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  published  his  life  admitted  and  ac- 
knowledged that  fact.  The  letter  stated  that  it  was 
during  the  war,  which  fact  would  have  made  it  a 
treasonable  correspondence.  And  it  was  on  that 
mistake  of  Jefferson  that  his  friends  had  felt  them- 
selves aggrieved,  and  appealed  to  the  public  to  de- 
fend themselves  aganstthe  charges  of  treason.  There 
was  no  treason  in  it  whatever;  it  was  a lawful  cor- 
respondence. Of  the  twelve  or  thirteen  gentlemen 
who  had  thought  proper  to  put  themselves  before  the 
public  against  him  on  the  suspicion  that  he  had  allud- 
ed to  them,  there  was  not  one  single  individual  to 
whom  he  had  alluded.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ac- 
comac thought  he  was  going  to  raise  another  bluster 
between  him  and  his  friends  on  this  old  matter,  he 
would  find  himself  very  much  mistaken;  he  had  had 
explanations  with  most  of  those  gentlemen,  and  satis- 
fied them  that  he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  ac- 
cuse them.  Mr.  A.  also  said  that,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  late  war,  when  he  was  sent  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  Great  Britain  by  Mr.  Madison,  he  had 
contributed  more  than  any  man  living  on  this  globe — 
and  he  intended  no  boasting — to  obtain  indemnity  and 
satisfaction  for  property  lost  by  southern  slaveholders 
during  the  war.  He  said  it  with -confidence,  and  he 
felt  that  no  member  from  South  Carolina,  or  any 
slaveholding  state,  could  rise  in  his  place  and  deny  it. 

Mr.  A.  made  also  allusion  to  his  mission  to  St. 
Petersburg,  of  which  the  New  Y.  Courier  speaks  as 
, follows: 

“We  regret  very  much  that  wc  have  not  been  able 
to  discover  in  the  many  reports  we  have  seen  of  Mr. 
John  Q.  Adams’  speech  in  congress  on  Thursday, 
any  ample  and  satisfactory  account  of  the  circum- 
stances detailed  by  him  in  connection  with  his  mis- 
sion to  Russia.  One  paper  makes  him  say,  that  he 
boasted  of  having  detached  the  emperor  Alexander 
from  his  alliance  with  France,  and  this  led  the  way 
to  that  war  which  ended  in  the  downfall  of  Napoleon. 
This  can  scarcely  be  accurate.  It  may  be  that  he 
said  that  the  exemption  he  obtained  in  Russia,  for 
American  property  from  the  general  sequestration  of 
it,  ordered  by  Napoleon  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
was  one  of  the  first  measures  which  broke  through 
Napoleon’s  continental  system,  the  refusal  of  Alex- 
ander to  accede  to  which,  in  loto,  led  to  the  war; 
but  if  it  were  so,  it  was  certainly  not  foreseen  it 
would  end  in  Napoleon’s  overthrow,  for  - — 

conduct  then  would  have  been  cntirehmjj^pposition 
to  the  policy  of  that  party  in  thiifEountry,  with 
whom  he  acted. 

History  has  hitherto  shed  but  au  imperfect  light  on 
some  of  the  highly  important  events  of  that  period 
so  pregnant  with  mighty  results.  The  secret  condi- 
tions of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  who  communicated 
these  to  the  British  government?  Those  conditions 
which  led  England  to  raise  like  a lion  from  its  lair 
and  strike  at  friends  as  well  as  foes — to  seize  Den- 
mark and  its  fleet,  and  pursue  the  Russian  fleet,  part 
of  which  she  caught  in  the  Tagus.  When  Russia 
declared  war  against  her  in  consequence,  the  signifi- 
cant reply  of  the  British  government  was,  that  it  was 
not  for  Russia  who  was  a party  to  the  secret  condi- 
tions of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  to  complain.” 
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pointment  by  president  Monroe  to  the  highest  post 
under  him,  Mr.  A.  continued:] 

He  had  spoken  of  the  confidence,  the  friendship, 
and  the  esteem  of  these  great  children  of  Virginia, 
and  his  affection  and  gratitude  to  them  and  their 
memory.  It  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  extin- 
guish the  affection  for  that  state  which  he  had  held 
from  a boy.  But  when  he  saw  the  treatment  he  was 
receiving  from  the  children  of  that  same  state,  who 
now  represented  it — a part  of  them  at  least — what 
could  be  his  feelings?  What  must  they  have  been  to 
find  himself  charged  here  with  such  a violation  of 
public  duties  as  a member  of  this  house,  as  that  the 
censure  of  this  house  should  be  invoked  on  him? — 
And  with  respect  to  one  resolution,  to  find  charges 
of  such  infamous  crimes  as  subordination  of  perjury 
and  high  treason,  attempted  to  be  fastened  on  him  and 
his  good  name  to  the  end  of  time?  There  must  be  a 
great  change  in  the  feelings  of  Virginia.  In  all  the 
intercourse  he  had  with  these  men,  from  Washing- 
ton down  to  Monroe,  never,  in  the  course  of  his  life, 
was  there  a question  between  them  and  him  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  He  knew  that  they  all  abhorred 
slavery,  and  he  could  prove  it,  if  it  was  denied  now, 
from  the  testimony  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison,  and  of 
Washington  themselves.  There  was  not  an  aboli- 
tionist oF  the  wildest  character  in  the  northern  states 
but  might  find  in  the  writings  of  Jefferson,  at  the 
time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  during 
his  whole  life  down  to  its  very  last  year,  a justifica- 
tion for  every  thing  they  say  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry, and  a description  of  the  horrors  of  slavery  greater 
than  he  had  the  power  to  express. 

How  was  it  now?  He  was  to  be  held  up  by  Vir- 
ginians as  if  he  was  the  leader  and  head,  not  only  of 
the  abolition  party,  but  of  a dissolution  party,  a Bri- 
tish party;  not  only  influenced  by  British  feelings  and 
assistance,  but  by  British  money. 

He  must  close  this  part  of  his  defence — for  he  had 
now  for  the  first  time  entered  on  his  defence — by 
saying  that  it  was  unexpected,  most  perfectly  unex- 
pected to  him,  when  he  knew  what  these  great  men 
of  the  revolutionary  times,  who  were  Virginians, 
thought  of  slavery — of  the  institution  to  which  now 
every  thing  was  to  be  sacrificed — when  he  now  saw 
members  from  that  state  endeavoring  to  destroy  him 
and  his  character,  for  the  sole  cause  of  presenting  a 
petition.  He  should  have  hoped  better  things  of  Vir- 
ginians, and  that  the  representation  of  that  state  upon 
this  floor  would  have  felt  something  of — 

“That  holy  shame  which  ne’er  forgets 
What  clear  renown  it  used  to  wear, 

Whose  blush  remains  when  virtue  sets. 

To  show  her  sunshine  has  been  there.” 

Mr.  A.  here  yielded  the  floor. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  T hompson,  of  Indiana,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Fee.  4.  Mr.  Mams  had  been  endeavor- 
ing to  establish  the  existence  of  a conspiracy  in  the 
house  and  out  of  the  house  against  himself,  and, 
through  him,  against  the  right  of  petition  and  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  free  people  of  this  union; 
against  the  right  of  habeas  corpus;  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury;  the  freedom  of  the  press;  against  the  sacred 
confidence  of  the  post  office;  and  he  might,  he  said, 
have  added,  against  the  peace  of  this  country  writh 
foreign  powers,  and  most  especially  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. Of  this  conspiracy  he  said  he  had  furnished 
proof  of  so  much  as  had  reference  to  himself,  his 
osition  in  this  house,  and  his  franchises  as  a mem- 
er  of  it,  and  his  position  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs.  I proved,  said  Mr.  A, 
that,  before  I had  offered  the  petition,  the  presenta- 
tion of  which  is  the  alleged  ground  of  this  proceeds 
ing  against  me,  and  before  \ was  under  any  charge 
in  reference  to  which  it  is  proposed  the  house  shall 
pass  a vote  of  censure  upon,  the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing me  from  the  position  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs  had  been  already  dis- 
closed by  one  of  the  members  of  the  house,  and  that 
that  member  had  tampered  with  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Cushing ),  whom  I regret  not  to  see  in  his  place. 
That  gentleman  himself  and  my  colleague  appeared 
to  be  a little  alarmed  at  this  disclosure:  and  I charge 
ed  the  member  from  Albemarle  (Mr.  Gilmer),  with 
having  equivocated  in  the  answer  he  gave  to  the 
charge. 

Mr.  Gilmer  called  upon  Mr.  Cushing  to  state  dis- 
tinctly that  he  had  had  no  communication  with  him 
direct  or  indirect  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Projjfit.  I hope  he  (Mr,  A.)  will  admit  that  I 
had  no  part  in  this  tampering. 

Mr.  Cushing.  My  colleague  saw  fit,  gratuitously 
and  most  unjustly,  to  introduce  on  the  floor  of  this 
house  a reference  to  a private  and  personal  conver- 
sation between  him  and  myself;  and  it  is  common 
enough,  when  detailing  private  conversation,  to  sub- 
stitute the  understanding  of  the  narrator  for  what 
was  really  said.  I have  before  me  a report  of  what ! 
my  colleague  said:  he  said  that  the  gentleman  from 


Virginia  (Mr.  Gilmer)  had  tampered  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  displacing  my  colleague  from  the  chair  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  placing  myself 
in  his  stead;  and  that  l had  communicated  this  to 
him.  He  further  said  that  promises  had  been  made 
to  me.  I denied  the  truth  of  the  statement  then,  as 
I deny  it  now.  I deny  both  that  such  a fact  trans- 
pired, and  that  I made  any  such  communication  to 
my  colleague.  I say  I denied  it  then;  and  yet  my 
colleague  reiterated  the  statement,  and  said  I had 
admitted  it  to  be  true. 

[Mr.  Jldams.  No,  sir!] 

My  colleague  has  no  right  thus  to  interrupt  me. 
Other  gentlemen  of  the  house  have  rights  on  this 
floor  as  well  as  he.  My  colleague,  I say,  reiterated 
the  assertion,  and  in  this  form.  [Here,  Mr.  C.  quot- 
ed from  the  reportj.  He  not  only  reiterated  an  im- 
puted fact,  but  asserted  that  I admitted  its  truth, 
when  again  and  again  I denied  it. 

What  did  occur  was  this.  On  the  25th  of  Janua- 
ry, in  the  debate  which  occurred  in  relation  to  the 
memorial  from  Georgia  presented  in  this  house  by 
my  colleague,  a conversation  took  place  between 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gilmer),  the 
speaker  of  the  house,  and  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Adams),  on  the  subject  of  the  choice  of  a new  chair- 
man. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  interrogated 
the  chair  as  to  the  powers  and  rights  of  a standing 
committee  of  this  house  over  that  matter.  Where- 
upon my  colleague  declared  that  here  was  a public 
declaration  and  avowal  of  a contemplated  purpose 
of  a gentleman  or  of  gentlemen  of  that  committee; 
and  that  declaration  was  the  cause  and  origin  of 
what  has  since  occurred.  I,  being  second  upon  the 
list  of  the  committee,  felt  a painful  delicacy  in  my 
situation;  and  in  consequence  of  what  I heard  said 
about  the  house,  and  in  all  the  streets,  Iliad  a con- 
versation with  my  colleague,  in  which  I stated  to 
him  the  facts,  so  far  as  they  were  pertinent  to  the 
subject.  I trust  that  while  my  colleague  is  engaged 
in  defending  himself,  he  will  abstain  from  gratuitous 
and  unjust  assaults  upon  others,  at  least  upon  me. 

Mr.  Adams,  resuming.  My  colleague  has  said  every 
thing  but  what  I asked  of  him,  and  what  it  imports 
this  house  to  know.  I asked  him  from  whom  he  ob- 
tained the  information  that  it  was  contemplated  to 
appoint  him  to  the  chair  of  the  committee,  and  what 
it  was  that  made  him  feel  himself  in  so  very  delicate 
a situation  that  he  was  induced  to  cherish  a purpose 
to  resign  his  seat  in  the  committee  on  that  account' 
That  surely  was  not  from  what  was  said  here  by  the 
member  from  Albemarle  in  his  conversation  with  the 
speaker.  I did  suppose  that  as  the  member  from 
Albemarle  was  the  individual  who  avowed  here  the 
intention  of  removing  me  without  instructions  from 
the  house,  by  the  assumed  authority  of  a majority  of 
the  committee 'itself,  that  it  was  he  who  had  present- 
ed to  the  mind  of  my  colleague  the  prospect  of  his 
rise  by  my  fall.  I now  ask  him  from  whom  that  com- 
munication came?  The  member  from  Albemarle  and 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Pr.offit)  have  both 
disavowed  it;  it  could  not  have  been  gathered  from 
the  motion  of  the  member  from  Albemarle  and  the 
conversation  about  the  streets;  it  was  from  something 
stronger  than  that  that  my  colleague  had  felt  himself 
placed  in  a situation  so  embarrassing  that  he  contem- 
plated a resignation.  As  to  a reference  here  to  pri- 
vate conversations,  I hold  that  in  reference  to  con- 
versations of  this  sort,  being  placed  in  the  situation  1 
now  stand  in,  I am  justified  in  repeating  them  for  my 
own  defence.  The  member  from  Albemarle  has  read 
here  a letter  written  by  me  thirty  years  ago,  and  of 
the  most  private  and  confidential  character.  I do  not 
complain  of  that — 

“Let  anxious  jealousy  and  canker’d  spite 
Produce  my  actions  to  severest  light, 

And  tax  my  open  day  or  secret  night.” 

No  man  shall  find  me  shrinking  from  the  disclo- 
sure. I say  1 do  not  complain  of  the  member  from 
Virginia  for  presenting  to  this  house  a private  letter 
of  mine,  written  in  the  most  confidential  manner  and 
in  very  peculiar  times.  If  the  gentleman  will  send 
me  the  letter,  I will  thank  him,  and  will  take  an  op- 
portunity of  defending  what  I then  wrote. 

[A  voice:  “It  has  been  printed  in  the  report:  it  is 
in  the  paper.”] 

If  my  colleague  thinks  proper,  after  my  disclaimer 
of  all  charge  upon  him,  to  take  what  I have  said  as 
offensive  to  himself,  I cannot  help  it.  I never  charg- 
ed him  with  having  encouraged  the  tampering  of 
which  I spoke.  What  he  said  to  me,  on  the  contra- 
ry, was  equivalent  to  a declaration  that  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  the  gentleman  resigned 
his  seat,  the  next  on  the  list  of  preferment  would,  I 
understand,  be  the  member  from  Albemarle  himself. 
I do  not  charge  that  my  colleague  was  ready  to  resign 
in  order  to  make  way  for  that  member,  ark]  when  a 
private  conversation  takes  place  as  to  facts  which  are 
I vital  to  my  defence  as  an  accused  party,  I hope  my 
colleague  will  not  consider  me  as  intruding  upon  the 


house  when  I do  refer  to  such  conversation.  I again 
ask  him  to  name  the  man  or  men  that  did  give  him 
the  information  of  which  he  spoke  to  me. 

Mr.  Cushing  did  not  choose  to  be  put  in  the  position 
of  a witness  here.  So  far  as  I know  there  has  been 
no  tampering ; no  proposition  was  certainly  ever  made 
to  me. 

Mr.  Rliett  rose  and  said:  I was  not  in  the  house 
when  the  facts  alluded  to  took  place,  but  I have  since 
seen  the  report  of  them,  as  it  is  given  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer. Not  acknowledging  the  propriety  amongst 
gentlemen  of  detailing  private  and  friendly  conver- 
sation on  this  floor,  I must  ask  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing)  to  nar- 
rate what  occurred  between  us  relative  to  this  mat- 
ter, especially  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Mams),  after  assailing  so  many  others,  seems 
now  to  have  singled  me  out  for  his  tomahawk,  and 
the  house  knows  with  what  remorselessness  he  goes 
to  work  on  his  victims. 

[Mr.  Cushing  having  expressed  his  assent] — 

Mr.  Rhett  said:  After  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  submitted  his  motion  to  the  house,  now 
pending,  that  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  should 
choose  a new  chairman,  if  they  thought  it  proper  to 
do  so,  I was  passing  near  the  clerk’s  table  where  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing)  was 
standing,  and  1 said  to  him:  “Well,  Mr.  Cushing,  as 
you  stand  second  on  the  list  of  the  committee,  I sup- 
pose we  shall  have  to  elect  you  our  chairman;”  to 
to  which  that  gentlemen  replied,  “No,  sir;  I neither 
can  nor  will  serve.”  “But  suppose,”  I replied,  “we 
elect  you,  what  can  you  do?”  He  answered,  “The 
house  may  appoint  a chairman;  I cannot  and  will  not 
serve  if  elected.” 

And  now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  can 
make  any  thing  of  this,  either  against  me  or  his  col- 
league, or  beneficial  to  himself,  he  is  welcome  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Mams.  Will  the  gentleman  be  kind  enough 
to  hand  me  a pamphlet  he  quoted  to  us  a day  or  two 
since? 

Mr.  Rhett.  After  assailing  half  a dozen  other  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  I suppose  he  means  now  to  lift 
his  tomahawk  upon  me;  as  every  body  knows  the  fe- 
rocity with  which  he  makes  his  attack,  I suppose  I 
must  prepare  myself  for  the  consequences.  I now 
inform  the  gentleman  that  I sent  the  pamphlet,  tem- 
porarily, to  the  public  press,  so  that  it  is  not  now  in 
my  possession. 

Mr.  Mams.  I shall  be  much  obliged  to  the  gen- 
tleman for  the  use  of  it.  I do  not  know  that  I shall 
want  it  to-day.  [A  laugh.]  But  in  the  defence  of 
my  good  name,  and  of  all  I hold  dear,  and  all  I hare 
to  leave  to  my  children,  1 may  possibly  want  to  make 
use  of  that  pamphlet. 

Well,  now  all  is  disclosed.  The  facts  are  sufficient 
for  me.  I will  not  ask  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  on  what  premises  he  founded  the  conclusion 
that  if  I was  removed  my  colleague  would  be  elected, 

Mr.  Rhett.  1 have  already  stated  that  his  name 
stood  second  on  the  list. 

Mr.  Mams.  That  was  nothing  at  all,  if  a chair- 
man was  to  be  elecied.  The  gentleman  himself  might 
have  been  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy,  or  the  very  last 
name,  on  the  list,  just  as  well  as  the  second.  He  is 
the  man  who  tampered  with  my  colleague;  he  has 
admitted  it  on  this  floor.  Let  it  go  to  the  country — 
let  it  go  to  the  world.  I am  now  satisfied.  I ask 
pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  for  thinking 
that  he  was  the  gentleman  through  whom  the  propo- 
sition was  made  to  my  colleague.  I will  simply  say 
that  a gentleman  of  the  standing  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  not  have  made  such  a 
proposition  without  some  information  to  ground  it 
upon.  I rather  think  some  little  bird  must  have 
whispered  in  his  ear  that  there  was  reason  to  believe 
a majority  of  the  committee  to  be  as  ready  as  him- 
self to  substitute  my  colleague  for  myself.  I do  not 
ask  for  any  further  disclosure  of  private  conversa- 
tions; I will  not  ask  him  on  what  ground  he  proceed- 
ed when  he  put  this  little  temptation  into  my  col- 
league’s mjnd. 

Mr.  Rhett  again  interposed.  The  gentleman  infers 
that  somebody  must  have  had  communication  with 
me;  and  now  I suppose  another  conspiracy  is  to  be 
hatched  up.  I say  that  nobody  did  communicate 
with  me  at  all  on  the  subject;  and  my  passing  obser- 
vation to  his  colleague  was  entirely  the  result  of  my 
own  thoughts  and  opinion.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing)  stood  second  on  the  list 
of  the  members  of  the  committee;  which,  according 
to  courtesy,  would  give  him  the  preference.  Besides, 
he  had  been  the  former  chairman,  and  if  the  house, 
according  to  the  gentleman’s  own  proposition,  did 
refer  it  to  the  committee  to  choose  a chairman,  deem- 
ing his  colleague  (Mr.  Cushing)  a far  superior  man 
for  the  situation,  I should  be  constrained,  under  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  vote  for  his  being  the  chairman  of 
the  committee.  It  required  no  counsel  with  any  one 
to  pursue  a path  so  plain 
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Mr.  Mams.  I am  satisfied;  and  I here  again  say  to 
my  colleague  that  I disclaim  all  intention  of  making 
any  charge  upon  him  throughout  the  whole  transac- 
tion; and  I thought  he  would  not  be  the  man  to  lend 
himself  to  this  sort  of  manceuvering,  or  conspiracy, 
as  I denominate  it.  It  now  appears  that  he  rejected 
it  instantly,  and  then  came  to  me  and  gave  me  the 
information  of  what  had  transpired.  I had  inferred 
from  the  motion  here,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Albemarle,  that  it  was  he  who  made  the  proposition. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana (Mr.  Proflit ) that  I never  did  suspect  him  of 
having  taken  part  in  this  league— not  for  a moment; 
and  I now  receive  with  the  most  undoubted  confi- 
dence his  disclaimer  of  participation  in  it.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Proffit.  I am  under  very  great  obligations  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Two  days  after, 
the  gentleman’s  colleague  informed  me  of  what  had 
been  said  to  him,  and  of  what  was  the  general  con- 
versation of  southern  gentlemen  on  the  subject,  and 
implored  me  by  every  feeling  of  private  friendship 
that  I would  do  all  I could  to  prevent  such  an  event. 
There  were  four  southern  gentlemen  and  four  north- 
ern gentlemen  on  the  committee;  and  knowing  that 
I held  in  my  hand  the  balance  of  the  committee,  I 
answered  him  that  I would. 

Mr.  Mams.  I am  happy  to  hear  this  testimony  in 
confirmation  of  the  honorable  conduct  of  my  col- 
league; and  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  not 
part  and  portion  of  the  conspiracy  against  me;  and 
also  that  the  proposition  was  not  made  to  my  col- 
league with  any  certainty  of  its  being  supported  by  a 
majority  of  the  committee. 

In  the  course  of  this  long,  and  to  me  most  painful 
trial,  among  other  charges  in  the  papers,  and  which 
have  been  countenanced,  in  some  respects  by  those 
who  profess  to  be  my  friends,  it  is  said  that  I have 
given  ground  to  this  persecution  by  the  acrimony 
with  which  I have  attempted  to  defend  myself  against 
it.  Now,  I do  not  know  whether  there  be  a member 
of  this  house  who,  if  he  had  one  of  these  mad  dogs 
whom  the  mayor  of  Washington  has  proscribed  by 
proclamation  coming  at  him  “full  butt,”  would  put 
his  had  upon  his  head,  and,  patting  it,  would  say  to 
him,  in  a very  gentle  tone,  “my  good  fellow  pray 
don’t  hurt  me.”  For  my  part,  if  1 should  find  a ra- 
bid animal  like  that  at  the  very  point  of  biting  me 
and  putting  into  the  wound  some  of  that  slaver  which 
kills,  I should  be  very  apt  to  use  against  him  some  in- 
strument stronger  than  my  bare  hand,  and  make 
some  demonstration  a little  more  hostile  than  palling 
his  head. 

If  there  be  no  palliation — I do  not  say  justification, 
for  I put  myself  in  this  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
house— for  any  improper  acrimony  in  my  words,  di- 
rected as  they  have  been  against  men  whom  I consi- 
der as  hunting  me  with  a fury  far  beyond  that  of  any 
mad  dog — with  a fury  beyond  that  of  the  bloodhounds 
who  were  brought  from  Cuba  to  throttle  the  Florida 
Indians— I throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  this 
house,  I ask  the  house  tp  consider  my  position;  and, 
in  indulgence  to  human  frailty,  to  overlook  the  use 
of  terms  which  maybe  unsuited,  not  to  those  who 
are  attacking  me,  but  for  me  to  use. 

I admit,  I confess,  that  in  charging  the  Georgia 
whigs,  the  South  Carolina  nullifiers,  the  Tyler  cor- 
poral’s guard  and  the  squadron  of  Kentucky,  with  a 
most  extraordinary  combination  and  amalgamation 
to  persecute  me,  I have,  perhaps,  made  use  of  too 
general  terms.  I am  under  an  eternal  debt  to  that 
gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Warren)  who  came 
out  here  and  declared  that  henceforward  he  should 
set  his  face  against  this  persecution  entirely.  I know 
the  responsibility  to  his  constituents  which  he  incur- 
red by  such  an  act.  I appreciate  most  fully  the  in- 
trepidity of  soul  which  alone  could  have  led  him  to 
such  an  avowal  in  the  face  of  this  house.  I assure 
him,  and  this  house,  that  the  memory  of  what  he  has 
done  will  remain  in  my  heart  as  long  as  that  reason 
shall  be  left  to  me  which  some  of  his  constituents,  if 
such  they  be,  or  of  his  mock  constituents,  as  is  assert- 
ed by  others,  have  publicly  denied  me  to  possess. 

There  are,  besides,  three  or  four  gentlemen  from 
Kentucky,  the  particular  friends  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  made  the  most  violent  attack  upon  me,  but 
who  have  not,  from  the  beginning,  countenanced  him 
in  that  measure,  and  whom  I would  here  name  were 
it  not  against  the  rules,  whom  I beg  to  understand 
that  not  one  word  I have  said  has  been  at  any  time 
directed  against  them;  on  the  contrary,  I feel  myself 
under  the  greatest  obligations  to  them  for  doing  what 

lam  sure  they  have  done  alone  from  a conviction  of 
public  duty,  just  as  much  as  it  it  had  been  done  from 
private  and  personal  friendship  to  me.  I make  the 
same  acknowledgment  to  several  of  the  members  from 
Maryland,  a state  to  which  I feel  an  attachment  per- 
haps as  strong  as  that  I have  avowed  towards  the 
state  of  Virginia.  My  own  children  are  half  citizens 
of  Maryland.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 


fill  and  eloquent  speeches  he  has  made  here,  amidst 
the  most  pathetic  appeal  which  I think  I ever  have 
heard  in  my  whole  life,  referred  to  the  consequences 
of  slander  upon  the  relatives  of  the  slandered  party, 
on  the  heart  of  a mother  or  of  a sister.  Does  the 
gentleman  suppose  that  he  is  the  only  man  who  has 
a mother  or  a sister  whose  bosom  is  alive  to  charges 
of  crime  made  against  himself?  By  those  who  are 
aware  of  my  intimate  domestic  connexion  with  the 
state  of  Maryland,  my  position  in  this  house  can  be 
better  appreciated.  If  the  gentleman  could  know  how 
deeply  hearts,  which  are  even  dearer  and  nearer  than 
those  of  mother  or  sister,  have  felt  under  his  crimi- 
nations, I would  ask  him  how  he  would  himself  feel 
were  such  accusations  unjustly  preferred  against 
him! 

I have  apologized  to  some  of  the  members  from 
Maryland:  I wish  I could  do  the  same  thing  to  those 
who  compose  what  is  called  the  corporal’s  guard. — 
They  are  said  to  be  in  very  intimate  connexion  with 
a distinguished  person,  with  whom  I wish  to  stand 
in  the  most  friendly  relations  possible;  and  I wish  I 
could  make  that  person  an  exception  from  the  con- 
spiracy which  has  been  formed  against  me,  and  of 
which  I have  here  presented  the  proofs.  I wish  he 
had  no  concern  in  such  a combination.  I should 
have  some  justification  in  making  this  exception, 
were  there  one  single  member  of  that  body,  which  is 
called  the  guard,  to  whom  I could  address  the  same 
apology  which  I have  addressed  to  gentlemen  from 
Maryland  and  from  Kentucky.  [A  voice:  We  want 
none.]  As  to  that  distinguished  person,  I think  that 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session  I manifested  a disposi- 
tion to  support  him  and  his  administration,  which  he 
ought  to  remember;  and  I will  say  further,  that  since 
I have  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  Affairs  he  has  had  positive  assurance  of  my 
inclination  to  support  him,  which  be  had  not  before. 
The  closer,  therefore,  does  it  come  to  my  feelings, 
to  see  his  intimate,  confidential  friends  in  this  house, 
engage  with  so  much  virulence  in  this  persecution 
against  me.  I called  for  a copy  of  the  letter  from 
the  president,  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson ) declared  here  in  his  place  that 
he  had  received. 

[Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  here  rose,  and,  though  very 
imperfectly  heard,  was  understood  to  say  that  he  ne- 
ver had  stated  that  he  had  received  a letter  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States.] 

Well,  then,  from  the  vice  president;  or  from  Mr. 
John  Tyler.  Whichever  it  came  from,  the  gentleman 
introduced  it  here  as  one  argument  to  induce  this  house 
•to  reverse  its  determination,  three  times  expressed, 
to  abolish  the  21st  rule.  The  gentleman  said  he  had 
received  a letter  from  a distinguished  gentleman  of! 
Virginia,  and  knew  from  that  letter  that  the  president 
was  opposed  to  any  alteration  of  the  21st  rule;  and 
it  is  my  belief  that  that  declaration  operated  as  one 
important  cause  of  the  restoration  of  the  rule. 

[Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson  here  again  explained,  and  re- 
peated the  assertion  that  he  never  had  said  that  he 


And  here  I must  do  the  speaker  the  justice  to  say 
the  proposition  to  burn  did  not  seem  in  the  least 
agreeable  to  him.  [A  laugh.]  He  was  not  quite 
ready,  it  seems,  for  an  auto  de  fe.  I wish  I could  see 
that  combustible  gentleman  in  his  place,  but  I fear 
he  is  not  now  in  the  house.  He  said  that,  for  his 
part,  he  had  made  up  his  mind.  He  was  quite  ready 
to  refer  the  subject  to  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  to  have  its  chairman  removed  forthwith. 
He  was  ready  for  it.  This  did  not  much  surprise  me, 
because  I knew  that  the  gentleman  had  made  much 
such  a declaration  three  years  ago  in  a printed  letter 
addressed  to  one  Captain  Piper — not  certainly  that 
Peter  Piper  who  picked  a peck  of  pepper,  [loud 
laughter,]  for  it  would  have,  puzzied  that  Peter  Piper 
to  have  found  so  much  as  a single  grain  of  spice  in 
that  letter.  He  would  have  found  filth  and  venom 
enough,  but  no  spice;  not  a scruple,  not  a grain. 
And  the  gentleman  had  the  kindness,  at  my  request, 
to  give  me  a copy  of  the  pamphlet  containing  that 
letter.  I have  preserved  it  with  care  among  the 
monuments  of  glory1  which  I should  claim,  if  I am  to 
reckon  among  the  honors  of  my  country1  the  assault, 
the  unprovoked  assault,  of  the  combustible  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  I was  not  surprised  that  he 
proposed  to  burn  the  petition,  and  1 suppose  the 
petitioners  too,  and  if  any  resolution  of  expulsion 
was  to  be  moved,  that  he  was  quite  ready  fol1  it.  And 
that  gentleman  is  to  be  one  of  my  judges! 

And  the  member  from  Albemarle  (Mr.  Gilmer) 
caught  at  once  at  the  hint  thrown  out  by  his  colleague 
from  Accomac  and  forthwith  oflered  a resolution 
declaring  that  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  by 
presenting  such  a petition,  had  incurred  the  censure 
of  this  house.  This  resolution  was  very  mild  in  com- 
parison with  that  afterwards  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Marshall). 

But  it  seems  that  this  was  not  thought  to  be  enough, 
and  some  thirty  or  forty  members  of  this  house — I 
wish  they  would  all  rise  here  and  show  their  faces, 
or  would  present  us  with  a list  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  in  that  delicious  caucus,  (I  hope  the  member 
from  Albemarle  will  understand  me  without  further 
explanation.  Yesterday,  if  I remember  right,  he  did 
not  understand  what  a caucus  meant) — agreed  to 
meet,  and  a caucus  was  held.  It  was  there  deter- 
mined to  expel  me  if  they  could — so  at  least  say  the 
newspapers,  and  from  them  I get  my  information 
but  some  doubt  was  entertained  whether  that  could 
be  done,  and  so  they  left  it  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  prepare  a resolution  in  conformity  with 
the  deliberations  which  had  been  held,  which 
should  come  as  near  expulsion  as  it  possibly  could, 
but  should  declare  that  if  I was  not  expelled,  1 
might  consider  it  an  act  of  great  mercy,  for  I richly 
deserved  it. 

Mr.  Triplett  here  rose,  and  stated  that  he  himself, 
without  consultation  with  a human  being,  and  with- 
out any  reference  to  his  having  presented  the  last 
petition,  but  simply  on  the  ground  of  the  abolition 
petitions  which  he  had  previously  presented,  had 
commenced  a conversation  with  gentlemen  from  the 


had  received  a letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  ; g0uth,  and  asked  a number  of  them  whether  it  would 


It  was  true  that  he  had  received  a letter  from  | no(-  be  right  to  get  up  a meeting  with  a vi 
ler . Mr.  J.  spoke  very  low,  but  the  reporter  [ protection  of  their  peculiar  institutions. 

the  older  and  more  experienced 


States. 

John  Tyler 
believes  this  is  what  lie  said,] 


view  to  the 
Some  of 
members  had  dis- 
the  ad- 


Mr.  .Mains  resumed.  I cailed  for  a copy  of  that  j suaded  him  from  making  any  public  call  at 
letter;  but  the  house,  out  of  a feeling  of  delicacy  to  ; journment  of  the  house,  as  he  had  at  first  proposed, 
Mr.  Tyler,  refused  to  grant  me  what  I asked,  and  : and  the  caucus  which  did  take  place  wa,  induced  by 
my  call  was  laid  on  the  table.  Notwithstanding,  from  the  presentation  of  the  petition  for  the  dissolution  ot 


the  example  I have  lately  witnessed,  not  indeed  in 
the  president  himself,  but  in  one  of  his  heads  of  de- 
partments, of  the  promptitude  with  which  he  is  ready 
to  deny  imputations  made  on  this  floor  which  he  con- 
siders as  unfounded,  and  of  his  willingness  to  come 
before  the  public  and  disavow  them,  I do  dope,  and 
I here  call  upon  the  president  in  my  place,  to  have 
furnished  to  me  a copy  of  that  letter  without  any  or- 
der of  the  house,  and  to  inform  this  house  whether 
he  authorised  the  member  from  Accomac  to  make 
here  the  assertion  which  he  did  make,  and  which 
assertion,  together  with  the  letter  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  did  in  my  opinion  produce 
a reversal  of  the  decision  of  this  house,  three  times 
made,  to  abolish  the  21st  rule. 

The  conspiracy  to  remove  me  from  the  chair  cf 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with  the  promise 
held  out  to  my  colleague  (Mr.  Cushing)  that  he 
should  be  appointed  in  my  place,  if  he  would  consent 
to  the  movement,  1 think- 1 have  fully  disclosed. 

I now  proceed  further.  All  this  took  place  before 
I presented  the  petition  which  is  the  foundation  of 
the  present  proceeding  against  me.  When  I did  pre 
sent  it,  the  member  from  Accomac — the  neutral  man, 
[a  laugh] — was  the  first  to  rise  and  ask  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  introduce  a vote  ol  censure. 
Another  very  combustible  member  from  Virginia 
proposed  to  burn  the  petition;  and  well  was  it  for 
me  that  he  did  not  include  a motion  toburntho  peti- 


Murshall)  some  days  ago,  in  one  of  the  most  power- ! tioners  and  the  presenter  of  the  petition  himself. 


the  union.  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  would  then  state 
what  had  taken  place  in  the  caucus.  It  consisted  of 
a good  many  more  than  forty  members.  Proposition 
after  proposition  had  been  made,  particularly  as  to  a 
modification  of  the  21st  rule,  which  might  rid  the 
house  of  petitions  so  framed  as  at  present  to  avoid 
the  rule.  While  the  speaking  was  going  on,  a gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall)  had  come  in. 
Much  was  said  as  to  the  course  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  but  no  final  action  had  been 
taken  and  no  course  determined  on.  It  vvas  agreed 
that  another  meeting  should  be  held,  not  lor  the  put- 
pose  of  consulting  what  should  be  done  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts — for  that  was  a ques- 
tion respecting  which  every  gentleman  must  con- 
suit  his  own  breast — but  what  should  be  done  to 
protect  the  south  from  the  designs  of  northern  aboli- 
tionists. 

Mr.  Marshall  said  that  it  had  been,  correctly  re- 
ported in  the  paper  that  he  declared  on  the  floor  of 
that  house  that  he  offered  the  resolutions  lie  proposed 
on  his  own  responsibility.  The  original  draught  of 
them  had  been  made  at  his  own  table  without  con- 
sultation with  anv  one.  As  he  was  about  to  leave 
the  capital,  he  \vas  informed  that  some  gentlemen 
were  holding  a meeting.  He  repaired  to  the  place, 
and  listened  to  the  remarks  of  southern  gentlemen 
there  made,  and  never  in  his  life  had  he  witnessed 
creator  discrepancy.  In  regard  to  most  of  the  opi- 
nions expressed,  Mr.  M.  differed  from  a great  many 
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of  those  present.  He  himself  then  addressed  the 
meeting,  and  read  to  it  the  resolutions  which  he  had 
previously  prepared — apprising  the  gentleman  that 
he  had  drawn  them  up  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
should  offer  them  in  the  house  without  reference  to 
what  might  be  there  agreed  on.  He  had  further  ex- 
pressed it  as  his  own  opinion,  that  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition ought  not  to  be  connected  with  it;  that  he 
should  not  himself  attempt  any  such  association,  nor 
did  he  mean  or  desire  that  it  should  be  attempted  by 
others.  The  resolutions  were  in  no  sense  the  result 
of  that  caucus.  They  had  been  drawn  up  before  he 
had  heard  of  it,  and  no  vote  was  there  taken  upon 
them.  He  had  read  them  to  the  gentlemen  assem- 
bled, but  had  not  submitted  them  for  their  action. 
He  had  at  first  intended  to  move  the  expulsion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  his  intention  to 
do  so  had  been  changed  not  by  the  views  or  conver- 
sations of  his  friends  in  the  house,  but  of  those  who 
were  out  of  the  house.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  perfectly  welcome  to  this  admission. 
The  gentleman  himself  had  dared  the  house  to  expel 
him — had  declared  that  he  scorned  its  grace  and 
mercy;  that,  if  expelled,  he  would  go  back  to  his 
constituents;  that  they  would  send  him  here  again. 
On  reflection  Mr.  M.  had  thought  it  not  unlikely 
that  such  would  be  the  result,  and  he  then  offered 
the  other  resolutions,  because  he  thought  that  the 
peace  and  the  dignity  of  the  house  alike  required 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should  be 
stopped. 

Mr.  Mams.  Yes:  I was  to  be  stopped;  and  the 
member  from  Albemarle  threatened  to  stop  my  music. 

I am  happy  that  the  facts  have  been  disclosed  here 
in  consequence  of  the  reference  made  to  that  caucus. 
T am  not  at  all  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky should  have  cherished  an  intention  of  moving 
to  expel  me;  and  I have  no  doubt  that  had  a motion 
been  made  to  cut  me  up  into  pieces  of  an  ounce 
each,  he  would  have  been  just  as  ready  to  vote  for 
that.  And  I have  demonstrative  proof  of  this  in  the 
fact  that  he  has  actually  done  that  which  to  me  is 
infinitely  worse  than  putting  me  to  death — a threat, 
however,  which  was  actually  made  (as  I showed 
from  letters  which  I read  here  yesterday)  by  certain 
other  auxiliaries  of  the  member  from  Albemarle. 
The  gentleman  tells  us  that  he  drew  up  these  resolu- 
tions without  consultation  With  any  one.  Still  he 
read  them  to  the  caucus,  and  left  those  who  compos- 
ed it  in  full  possession  of  all  his  views.  I am  not 
surprised,  it  was  almost  a justification,  at  least  it 
was  a great  palliation  of  the  act,  that  there  existed 
such  a discrepancy  of  views  among  those  who  com- 
posed the  caucus.  He  could  not,  it  seems,  bring  any 
of  them,  however  exasperated,  to  follow  in  a crusade 
against  abolition  petitions.  The  gentleman  tells  us 
he  did  not  mean  to  connect  his  resolutions  and  the 
proceedings  thereon  with  the  subject  of  abolition  at 
all.  This  is  very  extraordinary.  The  presentation  of 
abolition  petitions  has  been  avowed  here  to  have 
been  the  very  object  respecting  which  the  meeting 
was  called,  and  it  is  pre-eminently  the  thing  involved 
in  the  present  proceedings  here.  If  I am  to  be 
censured,  it  is  for  presenting  abolition  petitions; 
and  if  the  petitioners  are  to  be  censured  here,  they 
are  to  be  censured  for  having  sent  here  an  abolition 
petition. 

Mr.  A.  here  quoted  from  the  Haverhill  paper,  to 
shew  that  it  had  suppressed  from  its  readers,  his  mov- 
ing instructions  to  the  committee  when  he  moved  a 
reference  to  the  committee.  Therefore  the  paper 
gives  a false  statement.  Nov/  I aver  that  that  very 
false  statement  is  precisely  the  foundation  of  the 
whole  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
and  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle  in  support  of  this 
prosecution  of  the  house  against  me;  for,  though  they 
cannot,  as  this  editor  does,  suppress  the  fact  that  I was 
for  instructing  the  committee  to  report  reasons  against 
the  petition,  yet  they  both,  throughout  their  whole 
argument,  have  gone  upon  the  principle  that  I am  as 
responsible  as  if  1 had  instructed  the  committee  to 
bring  in  a report  favorable  to  the  prayer  of  these  pe- 
titioners. This  is  the  whole  substance  of  their  ar- 
gument. I do  not  know  what  effect  it  may  have  had 
upon  the  house.  One  gentleman,  at  least,  declared 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  refer  the  petition  to  me  to 
be  reported  on,  because  he  believed  I was  in  heart 
in  favor  of  what  it  asked  for.  That  is  the  injustice 
which  has  been  done  me  by  these  prosecutors  from 
beginning  to  end. 

There  are  other  passages  in  the  Haverhill  paper 
which  express  strong  feeling  against  the  petition, 
and  which  demand  the  names  of  those  who  signed  it. 
This  shows  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  not  con- 
formable to  the  views  of  all  the  people  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  There  is  an  article,  however,  from  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  among  the  subscribers  to 
the  petition  wherein  he  openly  avow's  that  he  did 
sign  it,  and  is  ready  to  do  so  at  any  time.  Foi*  my- 
self, 1 believe  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  as 


unpopular  with  a majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
county  as  it  is  against  the  opinions  of  any  member 
from  South  Carolina  in  this  house;  but  that  is  not 
the  point.  The  point  is,  the  right  of  the  people  to 
be  heard  in  petitioning  here  for  a redress  of  griev- 
ances. 

But  now  to  come  to  the  petitioners.  A proposition 
has  been  moved  here  by  a gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Summers J,  to  refer  this  whole  subject  to  a se- 
lect committee;  and,  so  far  as  I and  my  rights  are 
concerned,  I have  no  objection — reserving,  however, 
to  myself  the  right  of  defending  myself  before  that 
committee.  But  1 submit  to  that  gentleman  that  his 
resolution  places  ail  these  petitioners  in  the  light  of 
accused  parties.  And  I ask  this  house  to  consider 
that  here  is  a case  in  which  it  is  not  the  constituent 
who  calls  the  representative  to  an  account,  but  the 
representative  the  constituent,  and  that,  for  crimes 
of  so  great  a magnitude.  Should  the  subject  go  to 
a committee,  the  preliminary'  question  will  be,  are 
the  crimes  of  subornation  of  perjury  and  of  high 
treason  involved  in  Ibis  petition,  and,  if  they  are,  can 
the  committee  come  to  a conclusion  without  hearing 
the  petitioners?  Certainly  not.  I say  again,  that  the 
usual  state  of  things  is  here  reversed.  A represen- 
tative calls  his  constituent  to  an  account,  and  ac- 
cuses him  of  high  treason  and  subornation  of  perjury. 

Mr.  Summers  here  explained  that  his  resolution 
did  not  contemplate  on  insertion  of  the  preamble 
moved  by  Mr.  Marshall,  but  wfas  intended  to  exclude 
the  preamble  as  well  as  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Adams.  If  that  is  the  purpose  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  if  the  adoption  of  his  resolution  w ill  be 
equivalent  to  a rejection  of  the  w'hoie  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  then  certainly  my  ob- 
jection will  not  apply  so  far  as  regards  the  petition- 
ers. Yet  if  we  are  to  come  at  the  subject  at  ail,  I 
do  not  see  how  the  committee  can  escape  from  the 
weighty  charges  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the 
w'hoie  matter.  I say  that  the  effect  must  be  to  put 
the  constituent  on  trial  before  his  own  representatives. 
Even  the  resolution  of  the,  gentleman  from  Albe- 
marle does  virtually  include  the  constituent.  It 
trenches  on  his  right  to  petition,  and  I do  not  see 
how  the  committee  can  escape  from  that  difficulty. 
So  far,  however,  as  I am  concerned,  I again  declare 
that  I am  perfectly  willing  the  gentleman’s  resolu- 
tion shall  be  adopted.  I have  not  the  least  objection 
to  it.  But  what  I wish  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
proceeding,  and  that  which  I insist  upon  is  a direct 
vote,  ay  or  no,  on  the  propositions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  and  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle. 

Among  tlie  proofs  of  this  conspiracy  against  the 
right  of  petition  and  all  the  rights  of  freemen  in  free 
states,  I alluded  to  the  auxiliaries  of  the  member 
from  Albemarle  out  of  this  house  as  well  as  in  it. — 
In  regard  to  his  auxiliaries  in  the  house,  I think  the 
proof  must  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
mind  of  every  man.  The  gentleman  has  told  us  that 
(he  caucus  consisted  of  more  than  forty  members. 
Some  differed  on  the  subject  of  expulsion?  Here 
were  more  than  forty  judges,  who  had  predetermin- 
ed my  sentence,  meeting  in  conclave  to  consult  how 
i it  could  be  carried  inio  execution.  I ask  of  every 
member  here  present  whether  he  would  be  willing 
to  be  placed  in  the  same  circumstances? 

As  to  the  external  auxiliaries  of  the  member  from 
Albemarle  and  of  the  conspiracy,  I will  first  speak 
of  the  press,  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  in  this  city 
under  the  superintendence  of  what  is  called  the  south. 
It  is  well  known  that  at  the  south  there  are  com- 
mittees of  vigilance,  who  violate  the  post  office,  and 
w'hotake  out  without  scruple  and  burn  whatever  they 
consider  as  in  its  nature  incendiary.  What  is  the 
natural  effect  of  this  oil  the  press?  The  effect  is,  that 
whenever  a debate  of  this  kind  occurs,  you  never 
can  get  a fair  report  of  it;  and,  in  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, I give  the  report  of  yesterday  in  the  National 
Intelligencer.  There  is  no  report  of  that  debate 
which  deserves  tiie  name  of  a report;  and,  as  to  the 
Globe,  which  is  another  of  these  auxiliaries,  while 
this  trial  is  going  on  there  is  scarcely  a day  in  which 
it  does  not  contain  a column  or  a column  and  a half 
against  me.  For  the  truth  of  this  1 appeal  to  all 
who  read  the  Globe.  And  not  only  that,  hut  there 
is  a paper  at  Alexandria,  said  to  be  a whig  paper, 
which  utters  against  me  whole  volumes  of  the  bit- 
terest invective,  equal  in  virulence  to  that  of  the 
member  from  Accomae  or  the  member  from  Ken- 
tucky. And  all  this  for  what?  For  presenting  a peti- 
tion! And  they  charge  me  with  a consumption  of 
the  time  of  this  house,  and  with  all  the  confusion 
arising  out  of  these,  debates,  though  I can  appeal  to 
every  gentleman  here  whether  I am  responsible  for 
one  hour  thus  occupied?  I have  disclaimed  that  re- 
sponsibility from  the  beginning.  Even  after  all  the 
thunders  and  the  lightnings  of  the  gentleman  from 
Accomae,  and  Kentucky,  and  from  Albemarle,  I 
have  offered  to  sit  down  without  one  word  of  reply. 

I But  what  I do  I am  bound  to  do,  in  defence  of  my 


own  reputation,  and  in  defence  of  my  constituents. 
Here  is  the  influence  of  the  press,  both  positive  and 
negative;  negative  in  the  failure  to  report  truly  the 
debates  of  this  house;  positive  in  column  after  column 
of  abuse  against  an  accused  man  when  put  upon  his 
trial.  What  would  be  the  consequence  if  such  a 
course  should  be  pursued  in  regard  to  a court  of 
justice  before  which  I stood  charged  with  suborna- 
tion of  perjury  and  high  treason?  Is  it  not  the  prac- 
tice of  the  courts  and  of  the  country  that  during  the 
course  of  a public  trial  the  press  should  observe  si- 
lence, that  there  may  be  a fair  and  impartial  deci- 
sion? 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  to  remark  that  the  members 
of  both  houses  of  congress  were  not  hound  by  oath 
to  support  the  union.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky maintained  that  they  were,  he  called  on  him 
for  the  proof.  The  oath  to  which  they  arc  sworn  is 
to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. — 
Another  gross  assumption  in  that  preamble  was,  that 
the  dissolution  of  the  union  could  only  be  effected  by 
force.  Washington  and  Madison  were  the  men  who 
took  the  first  steps  in  dissolving  the  union  of  the  con- 
federacy; and  the  very  first  words  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  declare  its  object  to  be  to  form 
a more  perfect  union.  It  was  dissolved  in  direct  de- 
fiance of  the  constitution  of  the  confederacy,  which 
provided  that  no  dissolution  should  take  place  unless 
it  was  unanimous.  Was  there  a member  of  this  house 
so  young  as  not  to  know  that  this  constitution  W’as 
carried  into  execution  by  eleven  states,  and  that,  for 
two  years,  Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina  were  not 
parties  to  the  new  compact,  after  that  of  the  confe- 
deration was  totally  dissolved? 

Why,  then,  should  not  charity  admit  that  this  peti- 
tion was  to  dissolve  this  union  to  form  amore  perfect  one? 
This  union  had  defects.  He  hoped  he  should  be  able 
to  show-  that  the  charge  on  him  of  a desire  to  dissolve 
this  union  was  as  false  as  those  of  high  treason,  or  of 
subornation  of  perjury;  but  he  would  say  to  the  house 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  deep,  deep  questions 
pending  between  different  portions  of  this  union,  a 
more  perfect  union  could  be  formed.  There  were 
questions  pending  between  different  portions  of  the 
country  that  ought  to  he  agitated  and  discussed  fully. 
If  it  was  not  done,  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  it 
would  threaten  the  dissolution  of  the  union.  He  bogged 
members  from  Kentucky  to  note  that  lie  desired 
members  from  the  north  and  south  to  understand  each 
other.  He  asked  of  them  to  consider  it  in  a cooler 
light,  and  said  that  these  questions  could  net  be  wink- 
ed out  of  sight.  This  petition  opened  the  door  for 
amicable  discussion — for  conciliatory  adjustment  of 
those  conflicts  of  interest  and  opinion  which  were 
even  now  shaking  the  union  to  its  centre.  He  refer- 
red to  the  objections  of  the  gentlemen  from  Albe- 
marle and  Kentucky,  that,  if  this  petition  was  refer- 
red, he  should  be  chairman  of  the  committee.  But, 
if  the  petition  should  be  received,  he  should  ask  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  that  committee,  but  that  the 
petition  should  be  referred  to  the  ablest  members  of 
both  parties,  by  which  this  question  might  be  brought 
into  friendly  discussion.  It  had  pleased  gentlemen 
here,  notwithstanding  his  disavowal,  to  charge  him 
not  only  with  being  friendly  to  a dissolution  of  the 
union,  but  with  being  at  the  head  of  a party  under 
British  influence  and  British  money  for  the  dissolu- 
tion ol  the  union.  lie  wished  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
bemarle would  send  him  the  letter  lie  read  yesterday. 
That  letler  wras  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  h is  at- 
tachment to  the  union.  It  was  written  in  December, 
1808,  to  Joseph  Anderson,  then  a senator  of  the  U. 
States  from  the  state  of  Tennessee.  He  ( Mr.  Adams  J 
I had  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  in  the  preceding 
j month  ot  May,  in  consequence  of  instructions  of  the 
[ legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  the  senators  of  the. 

1 state  m congress  to  support  measures  which  lie  could 
not  conscientiously  approve.  Let  the  extract  the. 
gentleman  read  be  read  again,  that  the  house  might 
see  what  h is  feelings  were  with  respect  to  the  union. 

| Mr.  Anderson  was  desirous  to  know  what  the  state  of 
i leeling  was  at  the  north,  arid  had,  in  consequence, 
commenced  with  him  this  correspondence.  Mr.  An- 
derson had  intimated  to  him  a doubt  whether  a liigh- 
J er  and  loftier  sense  of  duly  would  not  have  required 
1 that  Mr.  Adams  should  have  retained  his  seat,  and 
voted  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience, 

■ though  against  the  instructions  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Wise  wished  to  inform  the  gentleman  of  a fact 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge.  A son  of  the  late 
Judge  Anderson,  whom  he  never  saw  before  this 
J morning,  had  called  on  him,  and  had  furnished  him 
J with  the  original  letter,  and  he  here  notified  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  should  publish  this  in  full  with  his 
j speech,  as  evidence  that  then  the  gentleman  was 
sound  on  the  union,  and  then  accused  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton of  being  unsound  and  under  British  influence. — 
j He  asked  that  letter  be  read. 

i Mr.  Adams  had  no  objection  to  its  being  read  or 
published.  If  the  gentleman  proposed  to  prove  that 
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he  was  sound  at  that  time,  he  hoped  he  should  prove  | 
that  he  was  sound  now.  The  son  of  that  gentleman 
had  furnished  that  letter  to  the  gentleman  from  Ac- 
comac — the  neutral  gentleman.  He  did  not  complain 
of  this,  but  in  order  to  confirm  his  statement  that 
there  were  auxiliaries  to  the  gentleman  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  asked  what  sort  of  confidence  it  was  that  the 
son  of  the  man  to  whom  the  letter  was  directed,  who 
had  received  this  among  the  papers  of  his  father, 
should  deliver  it  to  the  bitterest  of  his  foes,  to  bring 
to  this  house  and  to  publish.  He  made  no  complaint; 
he  had  never  written  a line  which  he  was  not  willing 
to  have  'produced  here  on  his  trial.  He  might  have 
expressed  opinions  w'hich  he  had  since  changed.  In 
the  course  of  thirty  years  he  had  changed  some  of 
his  opinions  with  respect  to  the  designs  of  persons  in 
opposition  to  him.  In  times  of  deep  party  excite- 
ment who  was  free  from  suspicions  of  designs  enter- 
tained by  his  enemies  beyond  their  real  purposes? 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  if  this  Mr.  Anderson  held  a 
public  office  under  government?  If  this  was  a public 
officer,  it  did  prove  the  existence  of  a base  conspira- 
cy. 

Mr.  Wise  was  about  making  a remark;  but 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  not  yield  the  floor  to  the 
neutral  gentleman  from  Accomae.  If  he  wished  to 
speak,  he  would  have  time  enough  after  he  (Mr.  A.) 
had  concluded.  He  was  giving  proof  of  external 
auxiliaries.  Here  was  an  external  interference,  said 
to  be  by  an  officer  of  the  administration,  to  affect  the 
decision  of  this  house,  in  the  production  of  a letter 
written  to  his  father  thirty  years  ago.  What  objec- 
tion was  it  to  him  that  he  produced  private  conversa- 
tion as  demonstration  of  a conspiracy?  No  doubt  but 
at  that  time  he  entertained  the  opinion  that  very  dan- 
gerous designs  existed  in  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts. In  consequence  lie  had  resigned  his  seat,  and 
had  parted  from  dear  friends,  who  had  become  his 
most  bitter  opponents.  It  was  immediately  after  the 
mission  of  John  Henry  had  taken  place,  and  wdiile  he 
was  under  the  displeasure  of  his  constituents  in  con- 
sequence of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  embargo, 
that  he  wrote  these  letters.  He  had  renounced  none 
of  those  opinions,  so  far  as  respected  himself;  he  was 
still  ready  to  pursue  the  same  system,  and  make  the 
same  sacrifices  as  respects  the  union  and  the  country 
as  at  that  time. 

It  was  at  that  session  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts that  the  first  proposition  was  made  which, 
several  years  after,  was  accomplished  by  the  resolu- 
tions under  which  the  Hartford  convention  took 
place.  Perhaps  he  did  attribute  to  those  who  ruled  in 
the  legislature  of  Ma3sachuseetts  at  that  time,  inten- 
tions which  they  did  not  entertain,  that  they  ruled  in 
terror  em.  Gentlemen  might  find  a series  of  essays, 
written  by  him  at  thattime,  underthe  title  of  “Ame- 
rican principles,”  in  a review  of  the  works  of  Fisher 
Ames.  In  one  of  those  papers — public  papers — they 
would  find  charges  respecting  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  as  strong  as  the  letter  to  Mr.  Ander- 
son. He  wrote  letters  of  the  same  purport  to  Mr. 
Giles,  then  a senator  from  Virginia.  It  was  singular 
that  this  letter  was  produced  as  something  doubly 
treasonable;  for  when,  some  years  since,  more  than 
twenty  years  after  all  these  events  had  passed  away, 
he  (Mr.  A.)  was  drawn  into  a controversy  with  se- 
veral gentlemen  who  had  been  leading  members  in 
that  legislature  of  1808,  and  had  referred  to  certain 
letters  from  Mr.  Giles  to  him  on  the  same  topics, 
and  in  the  same  spirit  with  his  letter  to  Mr.  Ander- 
son, Mr.  Giles  came  out,  and  denied  that  he  had 
ever  written  such  letters  to  Mr.  A.  who  was  obliged 
to  send  to  Boston,  and  hunt  up  Mr.  Giles1  old  letters, 
and  they  were  published  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer. Gentlemen  only  consumed  the  time  of  the 
house  b/ endeavoring  to  rub  up  these  old  sores  and 
rekindle  the  embers  of  extinguished  animosities  to 
make  a party  at  home  against  him.  He  hoped  he 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  house  and  his  consti- 
tuents that  his  attachments  to  the  union  were  just  as 
sound  when  he  presented  this  petition,  as  they  were 
in  the  estimation  of  the  neutral  member  from  Acco- 
mac  when  this  letter  to  Mr.  Anderson  was  written. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1837,  shortly  before 
the  special  session  of  congress  called  by  president 
Van  Buren,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ncwbu- 
ryport,  the  residence  of  his  colleague,  whom  he 
deeply  regretted,  quite  unintentionally,  to  have  this 
day  displeased,  and  he  believed  at  his  suggestion, 
had  invited  Mr.  A.  to  deliver  before  them  an  oration 
on  the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 
Just  fifty  years  before  that  time,  Mr.  A.  in  early 
youth,  had  resided  as  a student  at  law  in  that  same 
town  of  Newburyport.  He  cheerfully  accepted  the 
invitation;  and  on  the  4th  of  July  of  that  year  deli- 
vered an  oration,  a copy  of  which  he  now  held  in  his 
hand,  and  from  which  he  would  read.  There  was  in 
it  a brief  summary  of  the  introduction  and  discus- 
sion of  the  articles  of  confederation  cotemporaneous 
with  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  The  first 


| draught  of  the  articles,  prepared  by  a committee  be- 
fore, but  reported  after  the  declaration,  is  thus  no- 
ticed: 

“The  most  remarkable  characteristic  of  this  paper 
is  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  terms  colonies  and 
slates,  pervading  the  whole  document,  both  the  words 
denoting  the  parties  to  the  confederacy.  The  title 
declared  a confederacy  between  colonies,  but  the  first 
article  of  the  draught  was,  “The  name  of  this  con- 
federacy shall  be  the  United  Stales  of  America.1  In  a 
passage  of  the  18th  article,  it  was  said:  ‘The  United 
States  assembled,  shall  never  engage  the  united  co- 
lonies in  a war,  unless  the  delegates  of  nine  colonies 
freely'  assent  to  the  same.1  The  solution  to  this  sin- 
gularity was  that  the  draught  was  in  preparation  be- 
fore, and  reported  after,  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. The  principle  upon  which  it  was  drawn  up 
was,  that  the  separate  members  of  the  confederacy 
should  still  continue  colonies,  and  only  in  their  unit, 
ed  capacity  constitute  states.  The  idea  of  separate 
state  sovereignty  had  evidently  no  part  in  the  com- 
position of  this  paper.  It  was  not  countenanced  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence;  but  appears  to 
have  been  generated  in  the  debates  upon  this  draught 
of  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  between  the 
twelfth  of  July  and  the  ensuing  twentieth  of  August, 
when  it  was  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
in  a new  draught,  from  which  the  term  colony,  as 
applied  to  the  contracting  parties,  was  carefully  and 
universally  excluded.  The  revised  draught,  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  exhibits,  in 
the  general  tenor  of  its  articles,  less  of  the  spirit  of 
union,  and  more  of  the  separate  and  sectional  feel- 
ing, than  the  draught  prepared  by  the  first  commit- 
tee; and  far  more  than  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. 

“This  was,  indeed,  what  must  naturally  have  been 
expected,  in  the  progress  of  a debate  involving  all 
the  jarring  interests  and  all  the  latent  prejudices  of 
the  several  contracting  parties;  each  member  now 
considering  himself  as  the  representative  of  a sepa- 
rate arid  corporate  interest,  and  no  longer  acting  and 
speaking,  as  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  union.  Yet  in  the  revised  draught  itself,  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  therefore 
exhibiting  the  deliberate  mind  of  the  majority  of  con- 
gress at  tliat  time,  there  was  no  assertion  of  sovereign 
power  as  of  right  intended  to  be  reserved  to  the  se- 
parate states.  But,  in  the  original  draught,  reported 
by  the  select  committee  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  the 
first  words  of  the  second  article  were:  ‘The  said  co- 
lonies unite  themselves  so  as  never  to  be  divided  by  any 
act  'whatever.'’  Precious  words! — -words  pronounced 
by  the  infant  nation  at  the  instant  of  her  rising  from 
the  baptismal  font! — words  bursting  from  the  hearts 
and  uttered  by  lips  yet  glowing  with  the  touch  from 
the  coal  of  the  declaration! — why  were  ye  stricken 
out  at  the  revisalof  the  draught,  as  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole?  There  was  in  the  closing 
article,  both  of  the  original  and  of  the  revised 
draught,  a provision  in  these  words,  following  asti- 
pulation that  the  articles  of  confederation,  when  ra- 
tified, should  be  observed  by  the  parties,  ‘And  the 
union  is  to  be  perpetual.1  Words,  which,  consider- 
ed as  a mere  repetition  of  the  pledge,  the  sacred 
pledge,  given  in  those  first  words  of  the  contracting 
parties  in  the  original  draught,  ‘The  said  colonies 
unite  themselves  so  as  never  to  be  divided  by  any 
act  whatever’  ‘discover  only  the  intenseness  of  the 
spirit  of  union  with  which  the  draught  had  been  pre- 
pared; but  which,  taken  by  themselves,  and  stripped 
of  that  precious  pledge,  given  by  the  personification 
of  the  parties  announcing  their  perpetual  union  to 
the  world — how  cold  and  lifeless  do  they  sound! — 
’And  the  union  is  to  be  perpetual!’ — as  if  it  was  an  af- 
ter-thought, to  guard  against  the  conclusion  that  an 
union  so  loosely  compacted  was  not  oven  intended  to 
be  permanent.” 

He  asked  of  the  house  if  he  was  not  sound  in  de- 
livering this?  He  had  another  evidence  of  a later 
day.  The  Historical  Society  of  New  York  invited 
him  to  deliver  a discourse  on  the  jubilee  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  29th  of  April,  1839,  the  50th  anniver- 
sary of  the  inauguration  of  George  Washington  as 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  accepted  the  in- 
vitation. In  that  discourse  he  discussed  the  question 
of  state  sovereignty.  He  would  read  from  the  ad- 
dress: 

“In  the  calm  hours  of  self-possession,  the  right  of  a 
state  to  nullify  an  act  of  congress  is  too  absurd  for  ar- 
gument, and  too  odious  for  discussion.  The  right  of 
a state  to  secede  from  the  union  is  equally  disowned 
by  the  principles  of  the  declaration-of  independence. 
Nations  acknowledge  no  judge  between  them  upon 
earth,  and  their  governments,  from  necessity,  must, 
in  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  decide  when  the 
failure  of  one  party  to  a contract  to  perform  its  obli- 
gations, absolves  the  other  from  the  reciprocal  fulfil- 
ment of  his  own?  But  this  last  of  earthly  powers  is 


not  necessary  to  the  freedom  or  independence  of 
states,  connected  together  by  the  immediate  action 
of  the  people,  of  whom  they  consist.  To  the  people 
alone  is  theie  reserved  as  well  the  dissolving  as  the 
constituent  power,  and  that  power  can  be  exercised 
by  them  only'  under  the  tie  of  conscience,  binding 
to  the  retributive  justice  of  Heaven. 

“With  these  qualifications  we  may  admit  the  same 
right  as  vested  in  the  people  of  every  state  in  the 
union,  with  reference  to  the  general  government, 
which  was  exercised  by  the  people  of  the  united 
colonies,  with  reference  to  the  supreme  head  of  the 
British  empire,  of  which  they  formed  a part — and 
under  these  limitations  have  the  people  of  each  state 
in  the  union  a right  to  secede  from  the  confederated 
union  itself. 

“Thus  stands  the  right.  But  the  indissoluble  link 
of  union  between  the  people  of  the  several  states  of 
this  confederated  nation,  is,  after  all,  not  in  the  right, 
but  in  the  heart.  If  the  day  should  ever  come  (may 
Heaven  avert  it!)  when  the  affections  of  the  people 
of  these  states  shall  be  alienated  from  each  other — 
when  the  fraternal  spirit  shall  give  way  to  cold  indif- 
ference— or  collisions  of  interest  shall  fester  into 
hatred,  the  bands  of  political  association  will  not 
long  hold  together  parties  no  longer  attracted  by  the 
magnetism  of  conciliated  interests  and  kindly  sympa- 
thies; and  far  better  will  it  be  for  the  people  of  the 
disunited  states  to  part  in  friendship  from  each  other, 
than  to  be  held  together  by  constraint.  Then  will 
be  the  time  for  reverting  to  the  precedents  which  oc- 
curred at  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  form  again  a more  perfect  u don,  by  dissolv- 
ing that  which  could  no  longer  bind;  and  to  leave  the 
separated  parts  to  be  re  united  by  the  law  of  political 
gravitation  to  the  centre.” 

He  hoped  there  were  states’  rights  enough  in  that. 

Fie  would  read,  also,  the  conclusion  of  that  dis- 
course, where,  after  recapitulating  the  principles  es- 
tablished by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  their 
happy  results  after  an  experience  of  half  a century, 
he  said: 

“And  now  the  future  is  all  before  us,  and  Provi- 
dence our  guide. 

“When  the  children  of  Israel,  after  forty  years  of 
wanderings  in  the  wildfcrness,  were  about  to  enter 
upon  the  promised  land,  their  leader,  Moses,  who 
was  not  permitted  to  cross  the  Jordan  with  them,  just 
before  his  removal  from  among  them,  commanded 
that  when  the  Lord  their  God  should  have  brought 
them  into  the  land,  they  should  put  the  curse  upon 
Mount  F.bal,  and  the  blessing  upon  Mount  Gerizim. 
This  injunction  was  faithfully  fulfilled  by  his  succes- 
sor, Joshua.  Immediately  after  they  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  land,  Joshua  built  an  altar  to  the  Lord, 
of  whole  stones,  upon  Mount  Ebal.  And  there  he 
wrote  upon  the  stones  a copy  of  the  law  of  Moses, 
which  he  had  written  in  the  presence  of  the  children 
of  Israel:  and  all  Israel,  and  their  elders  and  officers, 
and  their  judges,  stood  on  the  two  sides  of  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  borne  by  the  priests  and  Levites,  six 
tribes  over  against  Mount  Gerizim,  and  six  over 
against  Mount  Ebal.  Arid  he  read  all  the  words  of 
the  law,  the  blessings  and  cursings,  according  to  all 
that  was  written  in  the  book  of  the  law. 

“Fellow-citizens,  the  ark  of  your  covenant  is  the 
declaration  of  independence.  Your  Mount  Ebal  is 
the  confederacy  of  seperate  state  sovereignties,  and 
your  Mount  Gerizim  is  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  that  scene  of  tremendous  and  awful 
solemnity,  narrated  in  the  holy  scriptures,  there  is 
not  a curse  pronounced  against  the  people  upon 
Mount  Ebal,  not  a blessing  promised  them  upon 
Mount  Gerizim,  which  your  posterity  may  not  suffer 
or  enjoy,  from  your  and  their  adherence  to  or  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, practically  interwoven  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Lay  up  these  principles,  then, 
in  your  hearts,  and  in  your  souls;  bind  them  for  signs 
upon  your  hands,  that  they  may  be  as  frontlets  be- 
tween your  eyes;  teach  them  to  your  children,  speak- 
ing of  them  when  sitting  in  your  houses,  when  walk- 
ing by  the  way,  when  lying  down  and  when  rising  up; 
write  them  upon  the  doorplates  of  your  houses,  and 
upon  your  gates;  cling  to  them  as  to  the  issues  of  life; 
adhere  to  them  as  to  the  cords  of  your  clernal  salva- 
tion. So  may  your  children’s  children  at  the  next 
return  of  this  day  of  jubilee,  after  a full  century  of 
experience  under  your  national  constitution,  cele- 
brate it  again,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  bless- 
ings recognized  by  you  in  the  commemoration  of  this 
day,  and  of  all  the  blessings  promised  to  the  children 
of  Israel  upon  Mount  Gerizim,  as  the  reward  of 
obedience  to  the  law  of  God.” 

Was  ho  sound  on  the  union  then?  IIo  had  not 
changed  his  opinion  since.  Tho  petitioners,  he  had 
no  doubt,  would  be  more  gratified  than  by  the  grant- 
ing of  their  prayer  if  congress  would  take  measures, 
not  for  the  dissolution  of  the  union,  but  to  romovo 
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those  sources  of  discord,  bringing  too  many,  in  both 
portions  of  the  union,  to  look  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
union,  in  despair  of  any  other  remedy  for  the  redress 
of  the  grievances  under  which  they  are  suffering, 
while  congress  refuse  even  to  hear  their  complaints. 

After  having  taken  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
house  in  showing  that  in  every  part  of  his  life  he  had 
adhered  in  attachment  to  the  union  as  to  life  itself — 
after  that,  if  the  people  petitioning  were  to  be  charg- 
ed with  treason  and  subornation  of  perjury,  he  hoped 
these  petitioners  would  be  allowed  to  present  them- 
selves, and  be  heard  in  their  own  defence. 

His  colleague,  (Mr.  Cushing),  he  hoped,  would  ad- 
dress the  house,  as  he  had  announced  his  desire  to 
do.  Perhaps  he  might  know  some  of  the  petitioners. 
One  of  them,  he  had  been  informed,  had  been  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  and  one  of  them  a candi- 
date for  the  senate  of  Massachusetts  at  the  election 
for  this  present  year,  and  that  all  the  democrats  of 
that  body  had  voted  for  him — a pure  and  unqualified 
democrat.  He  (Mr.  Adams)  was  a little  distrustful, 
however,  of  the  purpose  of  his  colleague,  by  his 
question  whether  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  petition  had  been  laid  on  the  table  would 
re-open  the  question  whether  the  petition  should  be 
received;  and  inferred  that  his  colleague  would  vote 
against  its  being  received.  He  hoped  he  was  mis- 
taken, and  that  none  of  his  colleagues  would  vote 
against  it — not  even  his  colleague  from  Middlesex, 
(Mr.  Parmenter),  who  was  older  in  democracy  than 
his  colleague  over  the  way.  He  intended  to  thank 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Parmenter)  for  his  uniform  votes 
in  favor  of  the  right  of  petition  and  of  the  liberties  of 
the  country. 

He  would  advise  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
and  from  Albemarle  not  “tolay  the  flattering  unction 
to  their  souls”  that  this  amalgamation  would  be  car- 
ried so  far.  He  desired,  in  the  course  of  his  defence, 
to  speak  of  that  more  particularly.  There  was  one 
member  from  New  York  who  had  stopped  short, 
who  had  said  thus  far  would  he  go  and  no  further. 
Not  one  vote  had  he  given  to  countenance  this  cruel 
persecution;  though  he  believed,  on  every  other  po- 
litical discussion  in  this  house,  he  was  as  wide  apart 
from  Mr.  A.  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  pro- 
claimed himself  to  be  from  his  associate  from  Aeco- 
mac.  He  felt  bound  to  return  to  that  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Jclin  G.  Floyd)  his  thanks.  He  gave 
notice  that  his  colleague  over  the  way  (Mr.  Cushing ) 
would  not  go  very  far  with  the  triumvirate  in  this 
crusade;  perhaps  he  did  not  yet  acknowledge  himself 
a genuine  wool-dyed  democrat.  The  democracy  of 
the  north  would  not  denounce  the  right  of  petition, 
except  New  Hampshire.  How  far  they  would  go 
would  be  seen  hereafter. 

He  would  tell  them  they  would  have  an  account  to 
settle  with  their  constituents  for  their  votes  on  this 
occasion.  He  stated  yesterday,  and  now  repeated,  if 
those  of  the  prosecution  would  look  to  public  opinion 
they  would  find  this  course  was  not  the  right  way  to 
settle  this  agitation.  If  they  would  look  into  the 
leading  papers  of  Boston  and  most  of  the  New  York 
papers,  they  would  find  that  nothing  like  quiet  or 
submission,  on  inquiry  in  this  case,  appeared  in  those 
quarters.  One  whig  paper,  indeed,  at  Boston  had, 
at  the  first  imperfect  and  incorrect  reports  of  this 
conspiracy  against  him,  expressed  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  his  course,  supposing  him  responsible  for 
the  consumption  of  the  time  of  the  house.  Perhaps 
the  editor  of  that  paper  inclined  to  the  opinion  that, 
as  the  nominations  of  his  relative  to  the  mission  to 
London,  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  of  my  friend 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Granger)  as  postmaster  gene- 
ral, did,  at  the  last  session  of  the  senate,  rub  through 
that  body  in  spite  of  that  hopeful  coalition  of  south- 
ern slavery  and  northern  democracy  so  ingenuously 
revealed  and  so  earnestly  recommended  by  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Clement  C.  Clay  to  the  legislature  of  Alaba- 
ma, it  would  be  the  safest  policy  for  the  freemen  of 
the  north  to  hide  the  light  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Clay’s  disclo- 
sure under  a bushel,  and  say  no  more  about  it.  But 
the  editor  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser*  had  neither 

*From  the  Horton  Advertiser  of  Febi  u ary  9th. 

It  is  extremely  charitable  in  Mr.  Adams  to  be  so  n aJy 
to  impute  a personal  motive,  for  the  opinions  which  we 
express  ol  the  conduct  of  public  teen.  I he  motive  as- 
signed is  of  course  to  be  tnktn  in  an  ironical  sense,  for 
no  one  can  suppose  that  Mr.  Adams  intended  to  impute 
to  us,  seriously,  a disposition  to  use  more  conciliatory 
language  towards  the  south,  in  consequence  of  the  facts 
to  which  he  alludes.  The  real  purpose  of  his  remark, 
doubtless,  was  to  reproach  us,  for  not  having  manifested 
a proper  degree  ol  irritation  and  resentment,  at  the  insult 
which  was  offered  on  that  occasion  to  Mr.  Everett,  and 
through  him  to  the  whole  people  of  the  north.  But  as  we 
do  not  feel  the  force  of  the  reproach,  we  have  no  inclina- 
tion to  reply  to  it.  We  do  not  reason  as  Mr.  Adams 
does  on  these  subjects.  We  have  no  disposition,  from 
the  impulse  of  personal  or  local  feeling,  to  pursue  a course 
width,  without  a pretext  of  the  slightest  local  or  national 
advantage  to  he  gained,  tends  with  the  utmost  certainty 


approved  himself  to  his  fellow  citizens,  nor  promot- 
ed the  cause  of  submission  to  the  joint  tenantcy  of, 
southern  slavery  and  northern  domocracy,  by  his  ani-  J 
madversion  upon  the  course  of  Mr.  Adams.  If  the  { 
memDers  from  Kentucky,  from  Accomac,  and  from 
Albemarle,  would  look  to  tire  other  luminaries  of  the 
whig  press  at  Boston,  the  Courier  and  the  Atlas,  he 
wished  those  gentlemen  would  read  what  they  would 
see  there.  He  was  more  and  more  desirous  to  go  to 
his  constituents,  because  he  knew  the  public  opinion 
there;  he  wished  to  say  all  that  could  be  said  in  de- 
fence of  the  petitioners,  and  to  show  that  the  whole 
charge  against  them  was  utterly  groundless. 

The  next  thing  was  to  show  that  this  conspiracy 
was  personal  to  him,  and  through  him  was  in  opera- 
tion in  a far  more  extensive  view;  that  throughout 
the  south  was  a design  to  destroy  the  liberty  of  the 
free  states.  He  should  take  up  the  subject  of  the 
controversy  between  Virginia  and  New  York,  and 
Georgia  and  New  York;  and  should  take  up  and  exa- 
mine the  controversy  between  Georgia  and  Maine, 
and  hoped  in  that  to  be  supported  by  the  whole  dele- 
gation from  Maine.  He  might  say  now,  to  the  honor 
of  the  governor  of  Maine,  (Mr.  Fairfield),  that  he 
had  been  as  firm  in  the  support  of  the  liberty  of  his 
people  as  a whig,  although  a democrat — he  feared 
too  deeply  pledged  to  the  confederation  divulged  by 
Clement  C.  Clay.  And  he  would  take  this  occasion 
to  ask  the  members  from  Maine  for  the  documents 
relating  to  this  controversy;  for  he  had  already  warn- 
ed them  and  the  people  ol'  the  state  of  Maine  hereto- 
fore, and  he  now  solemnly  repeated  the  warning,  that 
as  the  navigating  interests  of  the  people  of  Maine 
have  already  been  sacrificed  by  one  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  under  the  scourge  of  which  they  are  even 
now  smarting,  so  will  the  defence  or  the  sacrifice  of 
their  territory  depend  upon  their  resistance  or  sub- 
mission to  this  mulatto  policy  of  southern  slavery 
and  northern  democracy.  Let  them  look  to  their 
boundary  line — lor  if  they  suffer  this  government,  by 
their  tame  submission  to  the  slave-breeding  policy,  to 
multiply  issues  with  Great  Britain  upon  totally  un- 
tenable grounds,  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  trade, 
African  or  American,  when  the  adjustment  comes  to 
be  made,  after  a bloody  and  desolating  war,  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  people  of  Maine  will  be  sacrificed  as  an 
equivalent,  a quid  pro  quo,  for  some  paltry  concessions 
of  protection  to  the  slave  trade  and  indemnity  to 
slave  traders. 

He  would  prove  why  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle 
was  so  anxious  to  dismiss  him  from  his  post  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  It  would 
involve  the  laws  of  nations  with  regard  to  the  right 
of  search  upon  the  high  seas  in  time  of  peace;  to  the 
self-emancipation  of  slaves  on  the  same  element;  to 
the  cases  of  the  Enterprise,  Hermosa  and  Creole;  to 
sundry  unconstitutional  state  laws  in  the  south;  to  the 
meditated  war  wiih  Mexico  and  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States;  and  to  the  purposes  disclosed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  in  his  recent  celebrated 
and  magnificent  report;  all  which  Mr.  Adams  propo- 
ses to  use  as  a part  of  the  argument  on  which  he  will 
rest  his  defence. 


Mr.  A.  here  yielded  to  a motion  by 
Mr.  Everett,  that  the  house  adjourn;  which  motion 
prevailing,  the  house  adjourned. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

February  8.  Mr.  Benton  presented  a memorial 
from  citizens  of  New  York  urging  a repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  He  said  the  commencement  of  the 
law  had  already  realised  the  apprehensions  of  its  op- 
ponents and  in  support  of  it,  he  read  an  extract  from 
Bennett’s  Herald  of  New  York.  He  hoped  it  would 
soon  be  repealed  or  amended. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  memorials  in  opposition 
to  any  interference  with  the  law.  He  then  addressed 
himself  to  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
who  seemed  to  act  on  the  maxim  that  perseverance 
conquered  all  things.  There  was  to  be  no  quiet. — 
The  senator  had  declared  this  to  be  a party  question. 
It  was  not  so,  and  its  only  party  character  had  been 
given  to  it  by  the  senator  from  Missouri.  But  for  his 
opposition  the  law  might  before  this  have  been  im- 

to  a sacrifice  of  llie  benefi's  ol  the  union,  and  a dissolu- 
tion of  the  union  itself.  Mr.  Adams,  we  iear,  is  doin*; 
more  daily,  to  verify  the  predictions  which  we  made 
some  years  ago,  of  the  tendency  of  : his  course  of  proceed- 
ing, than  we  had  dreamed  could  ho  accomplished  by  one 
man.  If  he  is  seeking  a vindication  of  his  course  in  tlx 
public  sentiment,  as  expressed  ihrough  the  public  press, 
we  hold  it  to  be  a duty  not  to  give  any  countenance  to 
his  course  of  argument,  in  any  tiling  which  may  fall  from 
us,  and  we  shall  not  he  driven  from  t his  course  by  any 
imputations  of  servility  towards  those  whom  ho  comte- 
ously  term  the  ‘‘unholy  comb  natio.i  of  slaveholders.” 


proved  or  amended.  The  liabilities  of  those  debtors - 
I who  had  already  applied  for  its  benefit  had  been  sta- 
ted by  the  senator  as  amounting  to  upwards  of 
J $6,000,000.  Could  any  fact  present  a stronger  argu- 
ment in  its  favor?  Had  the  senator  no  heart  to'  feel 
for  the  distresses  of  men  whom  his  own  course  i':Jd 
mainly  contributed  to  their  misfortunes  and  those  Ox 
the  country? 

Mr.  Benton  here  interrupted  the  debate  by  exclaim- 
ing, “it  is  false,  sir,”  and  a long  discussion  ensued 
upon  the  course  proper  to  pursue  for  such  violations 
of  order.  After  the  discussion  had  ended  without 
the  adoption  of  any  proposition, 

Mr.  Tallmadge  continued  his  remarks  in  order  and 
concluded  by  hurling  back  the  insult  with  contempt. 

Mr.  Clay's  resolution  of  enquiry  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  rejected  quotas  of  the  land  fund  was  taken 
up,  and  after  an  ineffectual  effort  by  Mr.  Sevier  to 
have  it  laid  on  the  table,  it  was  adopted  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  C.  by  a vote  of  25  to  18. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a resolution  calling  for  full 
information  respecting  the  convention  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  between  the  United  States  and  Mexi- 
co. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  if  not  incompa- 
table  with  the  public  interests,  all  the  information  in  his 
possession  which  may  relate  to  the  recent  outrages  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexican  citizens  or  people  on  the  person 
and  property  of  the  American  consul  and  other  Ameri- 
can citizens  residing  at  Santa  Fe  and  northern  provinces 
of  Mexico. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and,  af'er  some  time  spent  there- 
in, adjourned. 

February  9.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a memori- 
al from  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  remonstrating 
against  repeal  or  postponement  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
and  expressed  his  gratification  at  this  evidence  in  its 
favor  from  that  section. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Linn  expressing  regret 
if  it  should  be  regarded  as  the  opinion  of  his  state,  it 
was  referred. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Evans  calling  for  informa- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  com- 
parative tarifi's  of  foreign  nations,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  constitution  by  Mr. 
Clay,  and 

Mr.  Archer  delivered  a speech  in  opposition  there- 
to after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  10.  Memorials  in  relation  to  bankrupt 
law  continued  to  be  presented. 

The  resolution,  submitted  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
Peirce,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  com- 
mission appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  N. 
York  custom  house  was  taken  up;  when 

Mr.  Clay  begged  leave  to  say  a word  or  two  on 
this  subject.  If  any  commission  was  ever  demanded 
in  the  government  to  discover  the  expenses  of  any 
office,  it  was  that  connected  with  the  N.  York  custom 
house.  He  had  heard  that  upon  a revenue  of  less 
than  eight  millions  of  dollars  there  had  been  an  ex- 
penditure of  8 per  cent. — a sum  greater  by  3 or  4 per 
cent,  than  when  the  revenue  was  $16,000,000.  The 
expense  of  collection  at  the  New  York  customhouse 
when  Jonathan  Thompson  was  collector,  was  less 
than  one-third  what  it  was  now.  There  was  no  rea- 
son for  this  increase. 

Mr.  Woodbury  wished  to  correct  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  as  to  the  expenses  of  collection.  The 
goods  imported  into  New  York  had  increased  from 
$100,000,000  to  $180,000,000.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  increase  of  this  importation  led  to  an  increase  of 
the  expenses  ot  collection,  and  that  the  diminished 
receipts  should  have  led  to  a corresponding  reduction 
of  expense.  He  did  not  hold  himself  responsible  for 
this. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  this  discussion 
now.  There  was  no  apology  for  the  augmentation  of 
officers,  or  such  an  increase  of  expenses  as  had  been 
incurred.  They  lead  been  augmented  far  beyond  the 
increase  of  revenue.  He  wished  the  matter  probed 
to  the  bottom. 

The  resolution  of  inquiry  was  then  laid  upon  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay. 

And  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  con- 
firming certain  land  claims  in  Louisiana. 

The  bill,  after  having  been  explained  by  Mr. 
Mouton,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

February  11.  The  pres-ident  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore tiie  body  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  Iowa  ter- 
ritory, asking  the  survey  and  purchase  of  a tract  of 
country  o>vned  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  for  the  protection  of 
American  seamen,  without  amendment. 
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Also,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pen- 
sions of  1842. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  these  bills  were  taken  up, 
and,  after  being  carried  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
were  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and,  After 
some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

February  14.  Mr.  Pierce  moved  to  take  up  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him  some  eight  or  ten  days 
since,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  com- 
mission appointed  to  investigate  the  abuses  said  to 
have  existed  in  the  New  York  custom-house. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  intimated  that  he  was  opposed 
to  obtaining  information.  Far  from  it.  He  had  no 
desire  to  suppress  information,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
that  investigation  was  needed  at  the  New  York  cus- 
tom-house. He  was  anxious  that  all  corruption 
should  be  exposed,  whether  pertaining  to  the  preced- 
ing administration  or  the  present.  The  commission 
had  been  ten  months  in  existence,  and,  if  all  the  in- 
formation could  not  be  given,  he  hoped  that  such  as 
was  ready  might  be  presented.  If  any  partial  infor- 
mation was  in  the  department,  it  would  doubtless  be 
withheld  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  until  it  was 
full  enough  to  do  justice  to  all  parties.  He  hoped  no 
objection  would  be  offered  to  the  resolution,  which 
was  simply  one  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Clay  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  senator  from 
New  Hampshire  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  bring- 
ing out  all  the  matters  connected  with  the  N.  York 
custom-house.  With  great  deference  to  the  senator, 
he  must  say  that  his  resolution  implied  some  objec- 
tions to  the  investigation  which  had  been  ordered  in 
the  ease  of  the  New  York  custom-house.  In  regard 
to  the  authority  by  which  this  investigation  was  ask- 
ed, he  sought  information.  In  regard  to  the  authori- 
ty relied  upon  to  appoint  a commission,  he  did  not 
concur  with  some  that  this  authority  was  found  in 
the  power  and  duty  to  see  the  laws  executed.  He 
believed  it  to  be  upon  the  contrary,  and  he  made  the 
remark  without  any  reference  to  the  present  execu- 
tive; for  there  had  long  been  a precedent  for  it — a 
great  abuse  of  power.  It  was,  he  thought,  a gross 
abuse  of  power  to  allow  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mission, -when  the  effect  might  lead,  if  there  was  a 
disposition  to  abuse  power,  to  the  worst  consequen- 
ces. He  had  learned  last  night,  in  a conversatisn 
with  a friend,  that  a late  secretary  of  war  had  sent 
some  young  officers  to  France  to  improve  themselves 
in  the  art  of  horsemanship.  [Laughter].  If  they 
had  been  sent  among  the  Camanches  he  should  not 
have  been  so  much  surprised,  but  to  appoint  young 
men  to  go  to  France  to  learn  their  style  of  horse- 
manship he  thought  was  a stretch  of  power  a little 
beyond  any  thing  he  had  before  heard  of. 

This  very  commission,  now  under  consideration, 
he  believed  was  instituted  by  a man  whose  memory 
was  dear  to  us  all,  and  who  probably  acted  without 
sufficient  reflection.  What  he  said,  therefore,  had 
no  particular  reference  to  it.  He  spoke  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a power  as  being  unwarranted  by  the 
constitution  and  liable  to  great  abuse.  The  gentle- 
man should  remember  that  his  friends  are  still  in 
office — that  they  have  the  power  to  hold  in  impene- 
trable darkness  the  corruptions  of  his  own  political 
friends.  Mr.  C.  thought,  too,  that  there  was  some 
impatience  in  regard  to  the  information  in  reference 
to  the  New  York  commission.  The  report  would 
be  made  soon  enough,  he  believed,  and  if  gentlemen 
would  wait  awhile  they  would  have  the’report,  and, 
if  he  was  not  much  mistaken  in  the  information  he 
had  received,  they  would  have  more  of  it  than  their 
stomachs  could  bear. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  he  was  not  acting  with  hot  haste, 
nor  v/as  he  the  man  to  resist  the  inquiry  to  get  at  the 
information. 

Mr.  Clay . Nor  am  I. 

Mr.  Pierce  continued.  lie  had  great  respect  for 
the  vetoes  of  the  president.  But  he  was  .not  the 
president  of  his  friends.  They  had  as  much  as  they 
could  do  to  be  responsible  for  their  own  acts. 

In  regard  to  this  subject,  he  had  high  objections. 
When  the  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  party  op- 
posed to. him,  was  it  not  proper  that  such  informa- 
tion should  be  given?  lie  sought  the  truth,  and  no- 
thing but  the  truth,  If  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sion was  to  come,  and  was,  as  the  senator  said,  in 
the  course  of  preparation,  what  possible  objection 
could  there  be  to 'his  resolution.  He  saw  none  what- 
ever, and  it  seemed  strange  to  him  that  it  should 
meet  with  opposition  from  any  quarter  whatever. 

Mr.  Mangum  said  in  regard  to  the  authoritv  by 
which  the  commission  was  appointed,  he  thought  there 
was  no  unnecessary  exercise  of  power  in  the°appoint- 
lncnt.  It  was  desirable  that  the  commission'should 
not  be  continued  to  an  extreme  length  of  time,  and  he 
had  understood  that  all  the  information  desired  had 
not  been  obtained  by  the  commissioners.  It,  might 
be  that  they  had  been  thwarted  in  their  investigation, 


and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  continue  the  inves- 
tigation under  the  authority  of  the  two  houses  of 
congress — unthwarted  by  any  influence  from  any  de- 
partment whatever.  He  had  no  reflections  to  make 
upon  the  head  of  the  treasury  department.  Further 
this  deponent  saith  not. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  in  reply  to  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  that  he  concurred  with  him 
as  to  the  authority  of  the  commission,  or  any  com- 
missions. There  was  no  such  power  vested  in  the 
president  under  the  exercise  of  his  duty  to  see  the 
laws  executed.  In  regard  to  the  New  York  custom 
house,  he  believed  for  ten  months  it  had  been  a hot- 
bed of  corruption,  and  he  wished  for  information  in 
regard  to  it.  The  New  York  custom  house  was  now 
under  the  control  of  the  friends  of  the  senator  from 
North  Carolina,  from  Mr.  Curtis  down.  What  need, 
therefore,  for  an  investigation,  he  would  ask? 

In  regard  to  the  statement  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  that  the  departments  and  offices  were  in 
the  possession  of  the  opponents  of  the  administration, 
he  thought  that  such  was  not  the  fact.  He  had  called 
for  information  upon  this  point  at  the  extra  session 
of  congress,  but  had  not  got  the  information  which 
was  desired.  He  intended  to  move  again  in  this 
matter,  and  when  the  information  was  received,  it 
would  be  known  who  held  the  offices.  Mr.  B.  was 
in  favor  of  the  utmost  latitude  of  inquiry  in  regard  to 
the  New  York  custom  house,  and  he  hoped  the  reso- 
lution would  be  adopted  without  delay. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  before  this  time  that  a little  of 
whig  principles  had  been  infused  into  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  had,  however,  admitted 
something  in  admitting  so  much  as  that  there  was  no 
authority  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sions as  had  been  claimed  for  him.  So  far,  he  had 
become  a good  whig-,  and  he  looked  forward  with 
pleasure  to  the  time  when  the  senator  would  have 
the  religion  and  patriotism  of  true  whig  principles. 
Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  abuses  of  power  under 
the  color  of  being  an  executor  of  the  laws,  abuses 
put  forth  in  the  doctrines  of  the  proclamation,  in  the 
act  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  agents  to  travel  abroad,  and  in  kindred  mat- 
ters. Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  reply  more  particularly 
to  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buchanan). 
He  was  glad  to  avail  himself  of  the  concession  of  the 
senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  had  been  abuses 
in  the  New  York  custom  house,  and  under  the  admi- 
ministration  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  whom  the  sena- 
tor said — though  he  had. never  heard  of  it  before — 
had  become  a whig  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency. 
The  gentleman  could  not  escape  from  the  responsi- 
bilities which  grew  out  of  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Swartwout.  He  was  appointed  by  that  man  of  iron 
will,  General  Jackson,  against  the  request — and  he 
was  glad  to  do  justice  to  a political  opponent  here — 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  And  who  was  responsible  for  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Jesse  Hoyt?  He  was  appointed 
by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  And  were  we  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  affairs  under  Mr.  Hoyt? — orun- 
der  Mr.  Swartwout,  before  he  became,  as  the  sena- 
tor said  he  did  become,  a candidate  for  the  vice  pre- 
sidency? Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  in- 
crease of  expenses  and  augmentation  of  officers  under 
the  administration  of  the  different ’collectors  of  New 
York,  and  concluded  that  there  had  been  a gross  and 
intolerable  abuse  of  power. 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  not  consent  that  the  great 
crime  should  be  avoided,  or  that  it  should  be  brought 
down  to  Samuel  Swartwout,  or  the  custom  house°of 
New  York.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Swartwout,  he  served 
out  two  terms.  Then  Mr.  Van  Buren  refused  to  re- 
appoint him.  General  Jackson  appointed  him  be- 
cause he  thought  him  an  honest  man.  We  were  all, 
however,  liable  to  be  mistaken  in  regard  to  public 
men;  and,  once  finding  out  our  error,  all  that  could 
be  done  was  to  remove  the  obnoxious  officer.  Mr. 
B.  contended,  also,  that  he  had  not  been  convicted  of 
inconsistency  in  regard  to  the  authority  by  which 
this  commission  was  appointed,  or  any  commission. 
He  believed  the  authority  was  not  vested  in  the  pre- 
sident, and  that  it  must  come  from  congress.  His 
opinion  was  now,  upon  this  subject,  what  it  al- 
ways had  been,  and  no  inconsistency  had  been  point- 
ed out. 

Mr.  Clay.  In  regard  to  the  officers  in  the  govern- 
ment, he  would  say  that  they  had  not  been  long 
enough  in  office  to  correct  all  the  abuses  of  the  go- 
vernment which  had  existed  forsomany  years.  They 
had  not  been  long  enough  in  office  to  ferret  them 
out.  It  was  known  to  the  whole  country  that  the 
relations  of  the  whig  party  had  not  been  of  that  con- 
fidential character  necessary  to  success.  It  was 
known,  too,  that  the  heads  of  the  present  depart- 
ments had  not  been  there  for  more  than  five  months 

that  changes  had  been  made  growing  out  of  a diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  friends.  But  he  would  say 
that  the  annals  of  no  country  bad  exhibited  such  a 
determined  adherence  to  principle  as  had  been  mani- 


fested by  the  whigs  since  November  last.  Had  it 
been  otherwise,  they  would  not  have  refused  terms 
with  the  executive.  They  scorned  to  abandon  their 
principles,  and  would  receive  patronage  for  them- 
selves and  their  friends  upon  no  such  terms.  And 
yet  gentlemen  here  who  visited  the  executive  man- 
sion in  crowds,  and  were  praising  him  every  day, 
were  calling  upon  us  before  there  was  time  to  make 
reforms,  to  correct  abuses  which  had  existed  for 
years.  This  paffiing  and  praising  of  the  president, 
from  whom  the  whigs  in  congress  were  most  unfor- 
tunately alienated,  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
mislead  the  president.  He  would  not  impeach  the 
motives  of  gentlemen  who  made  these  advances.  He 
would  not  say  what  their  motives  were.  He  would 
state  what  was  his  conviction,  and  that  was,  that  the 
gentlemen  had  no  design  of  supporting  the  executive 
in  any  of  his  public  measures. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  in  regard  to  the  administration, 
he  had  done  no  more  than  to  defend  the  head  of  it 
for  his  two  vetoes.  Fie  believed  the  president  to  be  a 
very  honest  or  amiable — [laughter] — amiable  and 
honest  man,  but  nothing  had  been  said  in  his  defence 
by  his  opponents,  except  upon  these  two  questions. 
Upon  all  other  questions  there  had  been  a concur- 
rence of  opinion  between  the  president  and  the 
whigs  in  congress.  He  regretted  that  there  was 
not  more  unity  of  opinion  between  them,  and  that 
there  seemed  no  party  in  the  senate  to  defend  the  pre- 
sident.   - 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  regretted  also,  and  most  deeply, 
the  state  of  relations  which  unhappily  existed  be- 
tween the  executive  and  the  legislative  branches  of 
the  government.  He  could  appeal  to  the  senator  and 
the  senator’s  friends-,  that  he  had  endeavored  to  avoid 
it.  We  found,  as  one  inheritance,  an  empty  treasu- 
ry, a bankrupt  government,  embarrassment  every- 
where. We  were  compelled  to  supply  these  defi- 
ciencies, and  how  had  we  been  aided  in  this  state  of 
embarrassment  by'  the  gentlemen  interested  as  much 
as  us  in  the  preservation  of  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try? Gentlemen  had  opposed  us  in  all  our  efforts  to 
relieve  the  government  in  most  of  the  measures  of 
the  extra  session.  He  thought,  in  this  opposition, 
gentlemen  had  not  dealt  with  their  opponents  as 
they  had  been  dealt  by,  when  they  were  in  power, 
and  had  a right  to  prescribe  their  own  forms  of  mea- 
sures. 

The  gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted  here  were  dis- 
posed and  would  support  the  administration  wherever 
they  could;  and  in  regard  to  the  present  state  of 
things,  he  hoped  that  they  would  result  in  good,  par- 
ticularly as  the  spirit  of  patriotism  seemed  to  be  in- 
voked by  men  of  all  parties.  Mr.  C.  referred  to  the 
acts  of  the  extra  session  of  congress,  and  particular- 
ly to  the  two  bank  bills,  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  he  had  been  misunderstood  in  being  understood 
as  opposing  the  two  bank  bills  without  any  qualifica- 
tion. Much  in  the  two  bills  he  did  oppose,  and  he 
had  looked  forward  to  improve  them  in  supplemen- 
tary bills. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  would  say  no  more  now  to 
continue  the  discussion,  but  upon  a future  occasion 
he  should  show  that  the  opponents  of  the  administra- 
tion had  been  justified  in  their  opposition  to  the  loan 
and  other  bills. 

Mr.  Clay.  Very  well,  sir.  “Come  on  Macduff.” 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  would  not  have  said  a word, 
if  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan ) had 
not  accused  him  of  defending  the  system  of  economy 
by  general  declamation. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  to  explain,  and  said  there  was 
nothing  in  the  world  further  from  his  intention  than 
to  reflect  upon  the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  He 
had  said  so  in  public  and  private,  and  upon  all  occa- 
sions. All  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  reform  could 
never  be  accomplished  by  general  discussion.  Detail 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  did  not  understand  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania.  It  was  inferred  that  he  had  by 
general  discussion  sustairiad  the  reform  proposed, 
when  he  had  gone  on,  and  at  great  personal  labor,  to  . 
show  details  for  the  accomplishment  of  reform.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  was  for  reform,  and  the  only  way  to  ac- 
complish it  was  by  correcting  erroneous  opinions  iu 
regard  to  the  protective  system  and  the  taxing  pow- 
er. We  robbed  the  people  in  levying  taxes.  It  was 
plunder  and  nothing  more,  and  reform  and  retrench- 
ment, could  be  accomplished  in  no  other  way  than  by 
correcting  the  erroneous  doctrines  which  had  grown 
up  here  in  regard  to  taxing.  He  had  voted  alone 
for  years,  and  feared  that  he  should  have  to  go  on 
and  vote  alone,  as  he  certainly  should. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  found  himself  between  two 
fires — the  senator  of  Kentucky  on  the  right,  and  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  on  the  left.  He  had  not 
said  that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  had  made  a 
speech  upon  mere  generalities.  He  only  said  that 
the  remarks  of  the  senator  did  not  apply  the  reme- 
dies. They  pointed  out  the  remedy  only. 
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Mr.  Woodbury  explained  the  action  of  the  oppo- 
nents ol'  the  administration  in  opposing  the  loan  bill 
of  the  extra  session.  These  reasons  were  the  same 
as  before  given — an  objection  to  the  mode,  and  the 
opinion  that  the  money  asked  for  was  not  wanted  at 
the  time.  In  regard  to  the  increase  of  expense  in  the 
New  York  custom  house,  Mr.  W.  contended  that 
the  increase,  from  the  administration  of  Jonathan 
Thompson,  had  not  been  more  than  the  imports, 
which  added  proportionately  to  the  labor.  Mr.  W. 
after  commenting  upon  the  land  bill  briefly,  entered 
into  some  comparison  and  detail  to  sustain  his  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  fact  that  a new  opponent  had 
come  into  the  field  would  be  an  excuse  for  his  con- 
tinuing the  discussion.  The  senator  had  spoken  of 
the  land  hill  as  a measure  which  had  taken  a large 
amount  of  revenue  from  the  department — an  amount 
equal  to  three  millions  of  dollars — when,  as  the  sena- 
tor must  know,  and  as  he  did  know,  there  were  not 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  had  been  de- 
rived the  last  year  from  this  source,  or  which  could 
be  derived  from  it.  The  facts  of  the  senator  existed 
but  in  his  imagination.  It  was  known,  too,  that  the 
land  bill  did  not  go  into  operation  until  the  present 
year,  and  that,  therefore,  its  passage  could  not  by  any 
possibility  of  means  have  ailecled  the  receipts  in  the 
treasury.  Was  there,  therefore,  any  excuse  on  the 
part  of  the  senator,  that  as  a patriot,  he  could  op- 
pose measures  necessary  to  keep  the  government 
alive?  And  did  the  senator  say  that  all  other 
measures  should  be  opposed  because  this  land  bill  had 
been  sustained  and  carried  through,  after  a ten  years’ 
consideration  in  both  houses  of  congress  and  an  ulti- 
mate approval  by  the  people?  Will  he  persist,  too, 
in  saying  that  the  iand  bill  extracted  three  millions 
from  the  treasury,  when  he  knows  that  nothing  like 
three  millions  can  be  realized  this  year,  or  any  year, 
except  in  a state  of  times  altogether  improved  upon 
any  thing  we  have  had  or  have  a right  to  expect? — 
And  he  would  once  more  hint  it  to  the  senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  if  he  could  find  excuse  for  with- 
holding supplies  by  refusing,  as  he  had,  to  vote  for  a 
bill  even  imposing  a tax  upon  mere  luxuries? 

Mr.  Woodbury,  contended,  in  reply  that  no  lands 
had  been  put  in  market  for  the  last  ten  months,  and 
that  thus  no  revenue  had  been  put  into  the  treasury 
from  the  sales  of  land. 

After  a few  words  further,  the  resolution  was  laid 
upon  the  table  by  yeas  19,  nays  17. 

February  15.  The  pi  evident  of  the  senate  laid 
before  the  body  a communication  from  the  war  de- 
partment in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  10th 
instant,  calling  for  a survey  of  the  north  and  north- 
western lakes,  submitting  the  survey  of  the  topogra- 
phical engineers. 

Mr.  Cluy  said  that  several  days  ago  he  intimated 
his  intention  of  offering  various  resolutions  upon  va- 
rious matters  of  public  moment.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  have  them  considered  at  this  time,  but 
merely  to  have  a day  fixed  for  their  consideration. 
As  was  usual  upon  such  occasions,  he  had  consulted 
with  his  friends  as  to  the  resolutions.  With  most  of 
them  there  was  a concurrence  of  opinion.  With  two 
or  three,  in  reference  to  one  of  the  resolutions,  there 
was  a diversity  of  opinion,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
reconciled  during  the  discussion. 

The  resolutions  are  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  i-  the  duty  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. lor  conducting  its  administration,  to  provide  an 
adequate  revenue  within  the  year  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  year;  and  that  any  expedient,  either. by 
loan  or  treasury  nttics,  to  supply,  in  time  of  peace,  a de- 
ficiency of  revenue,  espec’ali)  during  successive  years, 
is  unwise,  and  must  lead  to  pernicious  consequences. 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  an  adequate  revenue  cannot 
be  obtained  by  duii<s  on  foreign  imports  without  adopt- 
ing a higher  ru'e  than  twenty  per  cent,  as  provided  for  in 
the  compromise  act,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  passage, 
was  supposed  and  assumed  as  a rate  that  would  supply 
a sufficient  revenue  for  an  economical  administration  of 
the  government. 

3.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  rate  of  duties  on  fo- 
reign imports  ought  to  he  augmented  beyond  the  rate  ot 
twenty  per  cent,  so  as  to  produce  a nett  revenue  of 
twenty-six  millions  of  dollars— twenty-two  for  (he  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  govenimen'.  two  lor  the  paying  of  the 
existing  debt,  and  two  millions  as  a reserved  lurd  for 
coiningenoii  s. 

4.  Resolve:!.,  That  in  the  adjustment  of  a tniilf  to  raise 
an  amount  ol  twenty-six  millions  ot  revenue,  the  princi- 
ples of  die  compromise  act  should  generally  be  adhered 
tu;  and  that  especially  a maximum  rate  of  ad  valorem 
dut'us  should  be  established,  from  which  there  ought  t . 
be  as  little  departure  as  possible. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  provision  in  the  act  of  the  extra 
session  tor  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  requiring  the  operation  of  that  act  to  be  suspended 
in  the  contingency  of  a higher  rate  ot  duty  than  twenty 
per  cent,  ought  to  be  repealed. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  government,  at  ali 
times,  but  more  especially  in  a season  such  as  now  ex- 


ists, of  general  embarrassment  and  pecuniary  distress,  to 
abolish  all  useless  institutions  and  offices,  to  curtail  all 
unnecessary  expenses,  and  to  practice  rigid  economy. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
houses  of  congress  ought  to  he  greallv  reduced;  and 
die  mileage  of  members  of  congress  ought  to  be  regulat- 
ed and  more  clearly  defined. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  judicial  depart- 
ment of  government  have,  of'lute  years,  been  greatly  in- 
creased, and  ought  to  be  diminished. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  with  foreign  powers  have  been  unnecessarily 
extended  during  the  last  twelve  years,  and  ought  to  be 
reduced. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  franking  privilege  ought  to  be 
further  restricted,  the  abusive  uses  of  it  restrained  and 
punished,  die  postage  on  letters  reduced,  the  mode  of 
estimating  distances  more  clearly  defined  a. id  prescrib- 
ed. and  a small  addition  to  postage  made  on  books,  pam- 
phlets and  packages  transmitted  by  the  mail,  to  be  gra- 
duated and  increased  according  to  their  respective 
weights. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  the  trea- 
sury, ot  war,  and  of  the  navy  departments,  and  the  post- 
master general,  be  severally  directed,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, to  report  what  offices  can  he  abolished,  and  what  re- 
trenchments of  public  expenditure  can  be  made,  with- 
out public  detriment,  in  the  respective  branches  of  the 
public  service  under  their  charge. 

Mr.  Clay  named  Thursday  week  for  their  conside- 
ration, if  there  were  no  objections. 

Mr.  Calhoun  suggested  that  on  that  day  the  senate 
should  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union.  The  resolutions  proposed  a 
violation  of  the  compromise  act,  and  an  entire  change 
of  various  measures,  all  of  which  were  most  impor- 
tant. 

Mr.  Clay  had  no  objection  to  the  suggestion  if  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  desired  it.  He  did  not 
mean  to  anticipate  discussion,  but,  when  the  subject 
came  up,  he  should  endeavor  to  show  that  the  mea- 
sure was  no  violation  of  the  compromise  act.  He 
was  sure  he  could  show  this,  or  at  any  rate  should 
make  the  effort.  When  the  resolutions  came  up,  the 
senate  could  then  act  upon  the  motion,  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  resolutions  were  then  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  Merrick's  resolution  to  the  following  effect  was 
then  taken  up: 

Resolved.  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  20; h rule 
of  the  two  houses;  “No  amendment  which  proposes  to 
appropriate  money  not  called  for  by  some  pre-existing 
law  shall  be  made  in  either  house  to  any  general  appro- 
priation bill.” 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Ring  and  Merrick, 
when  Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  principle 
of  the  resolution,  but  thought  it  needed  some  modi- 
fication, and  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  a few  days  since  by  Mr. 
King,  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment,  was  taken  up, 
discussed,  and  laid  on  the  table  by  a vote  of  21  to  1G. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  law  to  the  lstof  July  next 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  considered  as  in 
committee  of.  the  whole;  and  there  being  no  motion 
to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Rives  very  briefly  stated  bis  reasons  for  op- 
posing the  bill.  These  reasons  were  that  the  action 
of  the  senate  had  been  given  and  was  known  upon 
this  subject.  He  had  voted  against  the  bill  original- 
ly, and  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill  at  this  session. 
He  now  held  himself  ready  to  vote  for  any'  amend- 
ments which  might  be  introduced,  or  for  a repeal  of 
the  bill;  he  had  not  been  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  the  law  by  any  thing  he  had  heard  in  its  favor,  but 
it  was  time  the  public  mind  was  quieted  in  regard  to 
this  question;  and  that  it  might  be  so  he  should  vote 
against  postponement.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then 
ordered  upon  the  engrossment,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun. 
Fulton,  Graham,  Kins,  Linn,  McRoberls,  Fierce,  Sevi- 
er, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien.  Choate,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington.  Kerr,  M 'ngutti, 
Merrick,  Miller,-  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rives.  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Tullmadge,  White, 
W ood  I)  rid  ge — 23 . 

And  so  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Cloy  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States 

Mr.  Morehead,  of  Ky.  addressed  the  senate  in  reply 
to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Buchanan, 
both  of  whom  had  advocated  the  existence  of  the 
veto  power  and  opposed  the  proposed  amendments  of 
the  committee.  Fie  discussed  the  question  in  gener- 
al, and  in  detail,  and  endeavored  to  confute  the  idea 
of  the  senators  from  Pennsylvania  that  tiie  veto  pow- 
er was  a democratic  power,  and  that  there  had  been 
no  abuse  of  it  against  the  people. 


The  precedents  irr  Roman  and  in  our  own  history 
were  cited  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  veto- 
power  had  been  exercised  with  no  respect  or  regard 
lor  the  people.  The  idea  that  the  power  was  demo- 
cratic was  ridiculed,  after  showing  that  the  power 
was  federal,  and  had  been  always  so  regarded. 

Mr.  M.  stated  that  it  was  the  power  which  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  advocated,  and  it  had  then  come  to 
this  J hut  a democratic  senator,  pur  excellence,  was 
found  side  by  side  with  the  strongest  advocate  of  an- 
cient federalism. 

The  views  of  Gerry,  Franklin  and  Mason  were 
quoted,  all  of  w hom  were  opposed  to  tho  exercise  of 
this  power  as  in  no  way  harmonising  with  our  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  M.  having  concluded,  the  senate  proceeded  tq 
executive  business,  after  which 

The  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  8.  The  speaker  resumed  the  call 
lor  petitions. 

When  the  house  adjourned  last  evening,  Mr.  Fes- 
senden had  presented  a memorial  from  the  town  of 
Portland,  in  relation  to  the  trade  with  the  British  co- 
lonies, and  had  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  that  it  be  printed.  [Pending 
which  motion,  the  house,  for  want  of  a quorum  had 
adjourned.] 

And  the  question  now  recurring  on  printing  the 
said  .memorial — 

Mr.  Fessenden  remarked  that  it  was  at  first  his  in- 
tention to  move  that  it  be  committed  with  instruc- 
tions; but,  on  further  consideration,  lie  was  satisfied 
that  it  should  receive  the  careful  investigation  of  a 
committee.  He  would  state,  briefly,  the  character 
of  the  memorial,  in  support  of  his  motion  to  print. 

The  subject  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  the 
memorial  was  exceedingly  well  drawn,  and  stated 
many  important  facts.  It  was  predicated  upon  the 
arrangement  entered  into  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  in  1830,  in  reference  to  our  trade  with 
the  colonies  of  that  country.  Before  that  arrange- 
ment was  made,  we  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  a va- 
luable, though  indirect,  trade  with  the  British  West 
Indies.  The  effect  of  the  present  arrangement  had 
been  to  cripple  our  own  commerce,  and  to  increase 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  employed  in  British 
colonial  intercourse,  in  a remarkable  degree.  He 
would  mention,  as  a fact,  that  whereas,  at  the  time 
the  arrangement  referred  to  was  made,  nine-tenths 
of  that  intercourse  was  carried  on  in  American  ves- 
sels; the  amount  of  British  and  American  tonnage 
employed  in  it  is  now  about  equal.  The  trade  be- 
tween .New  England  and  the  British  colonies  and 
possessions  has  now  become  of  little  or  no  value. 
Upon  his  own  state  the  effect  of  this  arrangement 
had  been  peculiarly  disastrous.  Before  it  went  into 
operation,  Maine  had  ten  thousand  tons  of  shipping 
employing  in  the  trade  with  the  British  North  Ame- 
rican colonics  alone.  She  has  now  been  driven  out 
of  it  entirely,  while  the  shipping  of  the  colonies  has 
been  increased  four-fold,  and  they  have  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  a direct  and  unembarrassed  trade  with, 
this  country. 

He  would  not  now  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
particular  causes  of  all  this,  but  would  leave  that  to 
a future  and  more  proper  occasion.  His  design  was 
to  give  an  outline  of  its  contents,  with  a view  that 
the  house  might  order  it  to  be  printed. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered*  to  be  printed,  and 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  atfairs. 

Mr.  Fessenden  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  offer  a resolution  to  repeal  the 
21st  rule;  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

“No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the  slave 
trade  between  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United 
States  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
this  house,  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever.” 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday by  which  the  house  had  refused  to  receive  the 
petition  from  citizens  of  Haverhill  praying  a disso- 
lution of  the  union. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  petition  itself  could  not 
be  debated,  neither  could  the  motion  now  made  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  Cushing  wished  now  to  debate  the  question  of 
reception,  but  was  overruled  by  the  speaker,  and 
having  appealed,  the  speaker’s  decision  was  sustain- 
ed by  the  house. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  will  come  up  in  its  re- 
gular order  when  Mr.  C.  will  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  following  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  Mr. 
Saltonstall,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures  be  au- 
thorised to  sctid  lor  witnesses  and  take  testimony  oa 
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the  present  tariff  Jaws,  their  operation  upon  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  the  alteration  which  those  interests 
may  require. 

Sir.  Tilltngfmsl  addressed  the  house  in  support  of 
the  resolution. 

fur.  A.  V.  Brown  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  resolution: 

“Provided  said  committee  shall  not  take  the  testi- 
mony of  any  person  or  persons  interested  in  the  sub- 
jects about  which  they  may  be  examined.” 

Messrs.  Brown,  Wood,  and  Saltonstull  successively 
addressed  the  house,  and  Mr.  Wood  was  in  the  course 
of  additional  remarks  when 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  inquired  of  the  speaker  whe- 
ther the  morning  hour  had  not  expired? 

The  speaker  said  it  bad  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Briggs , of  Massachusetts  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Fillmore" moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen. 

Having  been  read  it  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported 
to  the  house. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
propriations for  pensions  for  1842,  which  after  being 
read  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  house. 

The  bill  for  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriations  for 
1842  was  then  taken  up  and  after  some  consideration 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  chairman  reported  the 
two  said  bills  to  the  house,  and  also  reported  pro- 
gress on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I',  it  was  then  ordered  that  the 
pension  hill  and  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  Ame- 
rican seamen  abroad  he"  engrossed  for  a third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKeon,  on  leave  given,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  correspon- 
dence, it  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  be- 
tween this  government  and  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  and  this  government  and  the  executive  of  the 
slate  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  colonial  history  of 
the  stale  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Cress,  on  leave  given,  offered  the  followed  re- 
solution; which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  be  directed  to 
cause  the  report  of  the  boundary  line  of  Texas,  with 
the  survey  of  the  same,  to  he  printed,  as  recommended 
by  the  secretary  ot  state. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communications: 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
transmitting  a report  and  letter  from  the  commission- 
ers appointed  for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  states  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  conterminous  provinces.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a report  of  the  director  of  the 
mint,  showing  the  operations  of  the  same  for  the 
year  1841. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  se- 
veral states  and  territories,  with  their  arms,  accou- 
trements, &c.  up  to  the  latest  returns.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  militia. 

A letter  from  the  commissioner  of  patents,  trans- 
mitting the  annual  list  of  patents. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Mason,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  9.  Mr.  Gilmer  sent  tothespeak- 
er’s  table  two  papeis,  or  letters,  which  he  desired  to 
present,  haring  reference  to  a question  of  privilege. 

The  reading  of  the  two  letters  was  called  for,  and 
they  were  read. 

The  first  is  as  foliows: 

To  the  lion,  sjieakcr  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  respectfully  ask  the  house  to  excuse 
them  from  further  service  on  that  committee.  Re- 
cent occurrences  induce-them  to  doubt  whether  the 
removal  of  the  present  chairman  by  the  committee 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  house,  and  they 
are  unwilling  to  serve  with  a chairman  whohas  avow- 
ed opinions  and  persevered  in  a system  of  conduct 
which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  undersigned,  have 
shown  him  to  be  an  unsafe  depository  of  this  public 
trust,  or  of  that  confidence  which  is  necessary  to  the 
relations  between  a chairman  and  the  members  of 
such  a committee. 

THOMAS  W.  GILMER, 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 

R.  BARNWELL  RHETT, 
GEORGE  H.  PROFFITT. 

February  8,  1842. 

Mr.  Gilmer  called  for  the  reading  of  the  second 
letter  which  was  read  as  foliows: 

Tuesday  Morning-,  Feb.  8,  1842. 

Dear  Sir:  Indisposition  will  prevent  my  attend- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs 


this  morning.  But  if  it  should  he  of  the  slightest  im- 
portance to  know  what  would  he  my  course  upon  the 
vote  for  electing  a chairman,  after  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Adams  in  the  house,  and  after  his  course  in  the 
committee  in  himself  urging  a member  to  move  an 
election  of  chairman,  and  the  manner  of  his  disclos- 
ing and  using  the  minutes  of  the  committee,  I will 
say  that  for  me  to  vote  forhim  would  be,  after  these 
circumstances,  to  endorse  his  sentiments,  and  to  sanc- 
tion his  conduct,  which  I cannot  do.  Therefore,  1 
should  be  bound  in  my  sense  of  public  duty  to  vote 
for  some  other  person  as  chairman. 

It  would  have  been  agreeable  to  my  feelings  if  I 
could  have  been  relieved  from  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee for  several  weeks  past. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  known  the  conteuts  of 
this  communication.  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  COST  JOHNSON. 

Hon.  T.  W.  Gilmer. 

The  speaker.  The  chair  understands  that  the  four 
gentlemen  whose  names  are  appended  to  the  commu- 
nication first  read  wish  to  be  excused  from  further 
service. 

Mr.  Gilmer  nodded  assent. 

Mr.  Stanly  suggested  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  on  all  the  four  names. 

The  suggestion  was  acceded  to,  and  the  question 
being  put,  the  four  gentleman  above  named  were  ex- 
cused from  further  service  as  members  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  then  asked  that  he  also  might  be 
excused. 

Which  motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  J.  was  excused. 

Mr.  Mams,  at  a subsequent  period  of  the  day, 
moved  that  five  members  be  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs,  in  place  of  those  excused 
this  day. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  understood  to  say  that  that,  of 
course,  would  be  done  on  the  suggestion  made. 

The  speaker  said  he  so  understood. 

Mr.  Wise,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  re- 
ported a bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a board 
for  the  preparation  of  rules  and  laws  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of  the  navy,  and  a bill  to  reor- 
ganize the  navy  department  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wood  resumed  his  remarks  of  yesterday  upon 
the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  manufactures  ask- 
ing power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  He  re- 
peated that  the  committee  were  so  constituted  that 
it  was  impossible  to  expect  an  impartial  report,  but 
even  if  it  were  not  so,  there  was  not  time,  although 
the  session  were  to  be  prolonged  to  the  dog-days,  for 
the  investigation  as  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  a tariff  report  in  the  Brit- 
ish house  of  commons,  made  under  the  circumstan- 
ces which  the  committee  desired,  which  was  not  com- 
pleted after  a sitting  from  April  to  August.  The 
committee,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  Hume, 
stated,  in  giving  in  their  report,  that  it  had  not  been 
perfected  from  want  of  time.  Again,  he  objected  to 
the  proposition,  because,  if  any  investigation  of  the 
sort  was  to  take  place,  it  ought  to  he  made  by  a joint 
committee  of  botli  houses. 

Mr.  L.  Williams,  with  a view  to  end  debate  upon 
this  proposition,  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  question,  which  was  agreed  to  and 

Tlie  pension  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  American  seamen  in  foreign 
countries  was  passed. 

At  three  o’clock  tlie  house  adjourned. 

During  the  adjourning  a man  in  the  gallery  addres- 
sed the  assembly,  and  was  removed  by  tlie  sergeant. 

Thursday,  Feb.  10.  Tlie  speaker  announced  the 
I following  members  of  tlie  committee  on  foreign  af- 
I fairs,  in  the  place  of  those  members  who  were  yester- 
day excused  from  further  service  thereon: 

Mr.  E.  D.  White,  of  Louisiana;  Mr.  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  of  North  Carolina;  Mr.  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  of  S. 
Carolina;  Mr.  R.  Chapman,  of  Alabama;  and  Mr.  A. 
Cooper,  of  Georgia. 

Tile  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
tlie  following  resolution,  heretofore  reported  from  the 
committee  on  manufactures: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  on  manufactures  be  au- 
thorised to  send  for  witnesses  and  take  testimony  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  tariff  laws,  their  operation  upon  tlie 
interests  of  the  country,  and  the  alteration  winch  those  in- 
terests may  require. 

To  which  resolution  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  had 
heretofore  offered  tlie  following  amendment: 

“Provided  said  committee  shall  not  take  the  testi- 
mony of  any  person  or  persons  interested  in  the  sub- 
jects about  which  they  may  be  examined.” 

And  the  question  immediately  pending  was  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  was  taken  and  decided  in  tlie 
affirmative  yeas  108,  nays  79. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  the 
house  took  up  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for 


the  early  disposition  of  the  lands  lying  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  acquired  from  tlie  Cherokee  Indians  by  the 
treaty  of  29th  December,  1835.” 

Which  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  the  genteman 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly ) from  the  commit- 
tee on  public  expenditures  authorising  that  committee 
to  employ  a clerk,  was  then  adopted  by  yeas  112, 
nays  58. 

Tlie  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  and  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses for  1842,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  its  con- 
sideration, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  house.  After  which  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  11.  Mr.  Boardman,  on  leave  given, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  on  commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a system 
of  Electro  Magnetic  Telegraphs  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment of  tlie  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Mcdill  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  calling 
for  information  concerning  the  commssion  of  inquiry 
instituted  on  the  public  buildings  of  this  city  last  spring. 
Ordered  to  lie  over  and  be  printed. 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Saltonstall,  from  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  authorising  that  commit- 
tee to  employ  a clerk  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Saltcn- 
stall  advocated  it.  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  oppos- 
ed it. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  yesterday  the  house  had  re- 
fused to  give  the  committee  on  manufactures  power 
to  send  for  witnesses  and  take  testimony  even,  and 
now  the  power  to  appoint  a clerk  was  assailed.  This 
course  of  proceeding  was  certainly  strange,  after  the 
house  had  committed  to  tlie  committee  on  manufac- 
tures that  portion  of  the  president’s  message  relating 
to  discriminating  dutes.  Why,  what  were  the  com- 
mittee to  do?  The  American  tariff  was  unlike  that 
of  Great  Britain;  in  that  ten  articles  produced  nine- 
tentlis  of  the  revenue  arising  from  customs,  but  our 
tariff  embraced  over  thirty -seven  hundred  varieties  of 
articles,  on  which  tlie  committee  were  required  by  the 
house  to  report  a bill  for  discriminating  duties.  How 
were  they  to  do  this  without  practical  information? 
The  refusal  yesterday  to  grant  the  power  to  take  evi- 
dence, so  far  from  being  an  argument  against  this  re- 
solution, as  was  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Brown),  is  an  argument  in  its  fa- 
vor. They  needed  light.  But  he,  wfien  it  is  pro- 
posed to  authorise  tlie  committee  to  take  evidence, 
objects — tlie  expense  is  too  great.  The  expense,  yes, 
the  expense  of  hundreds,  when  millions,  nay,  tlie  in- 
terests of  the  whole  country,  are  at  stake!  He  ob- 
jects to  the  power  to  send  for  and  examine  witnesses 
under  oath,  because  tlie  information  can  he  obtained 
otherwise;  and  wiien  a clerk  is  asked  for  to  obtain 
that  information,  then  he  objects  to  that  also,  be- 
cause the  house  refused  to  authorise  the  committee 
to  send  for  witnesses.  This  was  certainly  strange, 
but  perhaps  not  more  so  than  (lie  objection  of  tlie 
gentleman  to  tlie  composition  of  the  committee — that 
a majority  of  them  were  in  favor  of  protection. 

If  any  persons  were  dissatisfied  witli  the  commit- 
tee, the  manufacturers  themselves  might  be;  for  he 
believed  there  was  not  a single  manufacturer,  or  per- 
son engaged  in  manufactures,  on  the  committed,  and 
not  above  one  member  who  represented  a decidedly 
manufacturing  constituency.  The  chairman  came 
from  a commercial  district,  and  six  or  seven  members 
represented  agricultural  districts. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion  were  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  88,  nays  83,  (a  tie  vote.) 

The  speaker  then  voted  in  the  negative;  w hereby  the 
vote  stood  yeas  88,  nays  89. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Atherton  then  submitted  a motion  that  the  re- 
solution be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brewster  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  97,  nays  89. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tiie  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  12.  Petitions  and  memorials 
were  presented  and  referred.  Tlie  resolution  here- 
tofore offered,  asking  that  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims  be  allowed  a clerk,  after  some  debate, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  pro- 
viding that  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  relating 
to  the  apportionment  of  representatives.  Also,  that 
the  bill  be  made  tlie  special  order  for  Tuesday  next, 
at  12  o’clock,  and  every  day  thereafter  until  finally 
disposed  of.  Likewise,  that  on  Tuesday  tlie  22d  inst. 
all  debate  shall  cease,  and  tlie  question  taken  on  all 
amendments  which  may  be  offered.  Objection  be- 
ing made,  the  resolution  was  not  entertained. 
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A motion  was  then  made  to  re-consider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  asking  a clerk  a clerk  for 
the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  had  been  laid 
on  the  table.  It  was  urged  that  there  are  now  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  cases  before  the  committee, 
many  of  which  grow  out  of  French  and  Spanish 
grants;  and  the  papers  of  course  being  in  those  lan- 
guages, render  it  impossible  for  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine them.  Hence  the  services  cf  a clerk  under- 
standing the  languages  is  necessary.  The  motion  to 
re-constder  was  carried,  when  a motion  was  again 
made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  A division 
being  had,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried 
by  a majority  of  three. 

The  speaker,  who  laid  before  the  house  the  follow- 
ing executive  communication: 

Washington,  Feb.  9,  1842. 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  7th  of  February,  1842,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  “ Resolved , That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  inform  this  house  under  what  authori- 
ty the  commission,  consisting  of  George  Poindexter 
and  others,  for  the  investigation  of  the  concerns  of 
the  New  York  custom-house,  was  raised,  & c.”  I 
have  to  state  that  the  authority  for  instituting  the 
commission  mentioned  in  said  resolution,  is  the  au- 
thority vested  in  the  president  of  the  United  States 
“to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed; 
and  to  give  to  congress  from  time  to  time  informa- 
tion on  the  state  of  the  union;  and  to  recommend  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  and  expedient.” 

The  expediency,  if  not  the  necessity  of  inquiries 
into  the  transactions  of  our  custom-houses,  especial- 
ly in  cases  where  abuses  and  malpractices  are  ai- 
ledged,  must  be  obvious  to  congress;  and  that  inves- 
tigations of  this  kind  were  expected  to  be  made,  ap- 
pears from  the  provision  in  the  21st  section  of  the 
act  of  1799,  which  enjoins  collectors  of  the  customs 
to  submit  their  books,  papers,  and  accounts  to  the  in- 
spection of  such  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

The  purposes  and  objects  of  the  commission  will 
be  explained  by  the  commission  itself,  a copy  of 
which,  together  with  information  on  the  other  sub- 
jects mentioned  in  the  resolution,  will  at  the  proper 
time  be  laid  before  congress.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  bill  entitled  “an  act  confirming  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,”  was  taken  up,  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  private  land  claims. 
Several  other  senate  bills  of  a private  nature,  were 
also  read  twice  and  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Giddings,  the  house  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  private  bills.  At  half 
past  twothecommitteerose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  14.  The  speaker  submitted  three 
communications  as  follows: 

City  of  Washington,  February  12,  1842. 

To  the  hon.  John  White,  speaker  of  the 

house  of  represenlalivss: 

Sir:  Having  been  appointed  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs,  the  undersigned  desires  to  be 
excused  from  the  service  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  appointment  was  made  in  consequence  of  the 
resignation  of  honorable  members,  distinguished  for 
their  ability  and  experience,  who  represent  similar 
interests  with  himself.  They  doubtless  had  every 
disposition  to  maintain  their  position  on  the  commit- 
tee, so  long  as  they  could  serve  with  interest  to  the 
country  or  honor  and  credit  to  themselves.  They 
have  retired,  after  being  excused  by  the  house,  upon 
grounds  stated  before  the  house,  and  made  known  to 
us  all.  They  are  grounds  which  apply  more  or  less 
to  every  member  who  represents  the  peculiar  inter- 
ests of  the  south,  and  regards  the  good  order,  peace, 
and  harmony  of  the  union. 

These  grounds  are  laid  in  the  conduct  and  speeches 
of  the  venerable  chairman  of  that  committee,  as  well 
in  eommittee  as  in  this  house.  By  these  he  has 
evinced,  on  all  occasions,  a wilful  and  deliberate  pur- 
pose, with  great  perseverance,  to  use  his  position  on 
this  floor,  and  his  elevation  as  chairman,  as  points  of 
attack  for  malign  influence,  unmindful  of  obligations 
imposed  by  the  constitution,  to  assail  the  property 
and  interests  of  a large  portion  of  these  U.  States, 
and  wantonly  to  defame  and  traduce  the  character  of 
its  citizens  and  their  representatives  cn  this  floor. 

Under  these  circumstances,  whilst  the  undersigned 
disclaims  any  but  the  proper  feelings  of  regard  for 
the  chairman  as  a representative  and  as  an  indivi- 
dual, he  does  not  perceive  how  he  could  aid  the  in- 
vestigations of  this  committee,  or  partake  in  its  deli- 
berations, without  discrediting  those  he  came  here 
to  represent.  He,  therefore,  respectfully  requests 
you  to  present  to  the  house  this  application  to  be  ex- 
cused. Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
MARK  A.  COOPER. 


Mr.  Cooper's  letter  having  been  read  by  the  clerk — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  made  the  follow- 
ing points  of  order: 

1st.  A member  of  the  house  should,  from  his  place, 
make  whatever  statement  he  may  wish  to  address  to 
its  consideration. 

2d.  No  member  of  the  house  has  the  right  to  spread 
upon  its  journal  opinions  that  he  may  entertain  of  the 
conduct  of  another  member. 

The  speaker  having  stated  that  the  letter  would  not 
appear  on  the  journal,  Mr.  C.  withdrew  his  points  of 
order. 

The  question  on  excusing  Mr.  Cooper  was  then  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a vote  almost 
unanimous.  So  Mr.  C.  was  excused. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Chapman  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

House  of  representat  ives,  Feb.  12,  1842. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Sir:  I find  that  I have  been  appointed  a member  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  recently,  to  fill  one 
of  several  vacancies  that  occurred  in  that  committee 
by  the  resignation  of  members  whose  reasons  were 
publicly  made  known,  and  deemed  by  the  house  suf- 
ficient to  excuse  them. 

I deeply  regret  the  necessity  that  I feel  myself  un- 
der to  decline  serving  on  that  committee,  and  respect- 
fully ask  that  the  house  will  excuse  me. 

I have  carefully  examined  the  grounds  on  which 
the  late  members  of  the  committee  have  placed  their 
justification  before  the  country  for  retiring  from  it, 
and  fully  sustain  their  views.  The  reasons  they  as- 
sign being  altogether  applicable  to  myself,  I ask  to  be 
excused.  With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  CHAPMAN. 

And  the  question  on  excusing  Mr.  Chapman  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a vote 
unanimous,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  nega- 
tives. 

So  Mr.  C.  was  excused. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Isaac  E.  Holmes  was  then  read  as 
follows: 

To  the  hon.  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Sir:  I respectfully  beg  to  be  excused  from  serving 
as  a member  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  The 
reasons  assigned  by  those  gentlemen  whose  resigna- 
tions occasioned  the  vacancies  recently  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  other  southern  members,  appear 
equally  applicable  to  all  representatives  of  slavehold- 
ing  states,  and  were  deemed  satisfactory  by  the  house, 
as  evinced  in  the  unhesitating  acceptance  of  the 
aforesaid  resignations.  I would  further  observe  that 
the  chairman  of  said  committee  having  applied  to 
my  constituents  the  most  opprobrious  epithets,  and 
charged  all  the  delegation  from  South  Carolina  with 
having  banded  in  a base  conspiracy  to  destroy  his 
good  name,  I feel  convinced  that  the  public  service 
would  not  be  advanced,  or  the  harmony  of  the  com- 
mittee promoted,  by  the  counsels  of  your  obedient 
servant,  I.  E.  HOLMES. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  Mr.  H.  was  also  ex- 
cused by  a vote  almost  unanimous. 

And,  in  reply  to  a suggestion  or  motion  of  Mr. 
Mams  the  speaker  replied  that  three  members  would, 
as  a matter  of  course,  be  designated  to  fill  the  places 
of  the  members  thus  excused. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  in  or- 
der to  offer  a resolution  in  order  to  make  bill  No.  73, 
for  the  apportionment  of  representatives  the  order  of 
every  day  from  to-morrow  until  disposed  of.  It  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  124. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for,  and 
among  others,  Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  resolutions 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  its  claim  on 
the  United  States  for  military  services,  and  urging 
the  action  of  its  representatives  and  senators;  the  first 
of  which  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  commonwealth  for 
military  services  rendered  in  the  years  one  thousand  eight 
1 hundred  and  thirteen  and  fourteen,  having  been  provided 
for  by  law,  and  partly  paid  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty;  and  the  balance  acknowledged  to  be 
due  under  provisions  of  that  act  having  since,  by  order 
of  congress,  been  ascertained  and  reported  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war.  the  payment  cannot  longer  be  delayed  with- 
out great  injustice  and  disregard  of  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Mams  (among  many  others)  presented  a pe- 
tition from  citizens  of  Concord,  New  Hampshire, 
praying  congress  to  consult  the  safety  and  integrity 
of  the  union  and  nation  by  reconsidering  and  revers- 
ing the  action  by  which  the  house  resolved  to  consid- 
er the  resolution  of  Mr.  Marshall  censuring  Mr. 
Mams  for  presenting  a petition;  and  to  confine  them- 
selves to  the  legitimate  purposes  for  which  they  were 
created. 

Mr.  Turney  raised  the  question  of  reception. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  petition  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ky.  presented  two  sets  of  resolu- 
tions from  the  state  of  Kentucky;  the  first  the  “pre- 


amble and  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  con- 
cerning the  repudiation  of  state  debts.”  The  second 
were  -‘resolutions  concerning  the  soldiers  of  the  rev- 
olution.” Having  accompanied  them  with  rem*rks 
indicative  of  the  adherence  of  the  state  to  her  good 
faith,  and  of  gratitude  and  compensation  due  to  the 
revolutionary  soldier;  he  moved  their  printing,  and 
that  the  latter  be  referred  to  the  military  committee. 
Granted. 

Petitions  continued  to  be  called  for,  until  the  en- 
tire roll,  from  Maine  to  Iowa,  having  (for  the  first 
time  in  a long  period)  been  called  through  in  the 
course  of  one  day,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  15.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McClel- 
land 5,000,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Indiana,  to  10,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioner of  patents  containing  valuable  agricultural 
statistics  by  the  late  census,  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Summers  called  for  the  consideration  of  his 
report  upon  the  organization  of  the  officers  of  the 
house,  and  aii  the  expenditures  connected  with  the 
police  and  other  regulations  of  the  house.  The  alte- 
ration which  the  report  proposes  in  the  present  ar- 
rangement is  to  strike  off  two  clerks,  who  each  have 
§1,500  per  annum. 

Mr.  Gordon,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  report, 
so  as  to  provide  that  the  clerk  continue  the  services 
of  three  assistant  clerks,  as  authorised  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  1826,  and  of  two  assistant 
clerks  now  employed  in  his  office,  who  have  been  en- 
gaged therein  since  1838. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  declared,  that  the  duties  of  the 
clerks  of  this  house  were  more  onerous  than  those  of 
any  persons  employed  by  this  government. 

The  debate  was  continued,  until  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour,  by  Messrs.  IFise,  Briggs,  Cushing 
and  Fillmore. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  a resolution  with  regard  to 
considering  the  apportionment  bill,  which  was  read 
for  information  only. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  the  follow- 
ing executive  communications: 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
transmitting  copies  of  letters  written  by  the  minister 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain  in 
1841,  to  the  commodore  of  the  squadron  of  the  U. 
States  in  the  Mediterranean.  Read  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  commu- 
nicating the  information  called  for  by  the  house,  on 
the  18th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  cost  of  a military 
road  to  Forts  Fairfield  and  Kent,  in  the  stale  of 
Maine.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs. 

A bill  to  allow  the  banks  of  this  District  another 
year  of  suspension  was  taken  up,  and  a motion  made 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  call- 
ed, and  were  ayes  79,  noes  107;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called,  and  stood  ayes  97,  noes  73. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Gentry  moved,  when  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill  comes  up,  that  it  be  recommitted  with  in- 
structions to  report  it  again,  omitting  every  item  of 
appropriation  not  authorised  bylaw.  Mr.  G.  said 
that  it  would  appear  that  the  committee  who  report- 
ed this  bill  (the  committee  of  ways  and  means)  had 
asserted  the  propriety  of  the  principle  which  he 
maintained,  but  had  shrunk  from  carrying  out  this 
principle;  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
fully  executed  that  he  had  made  this  motion.  Mr. 
G. , remarked  upon  the  danger  and  impropriety  of 
allowing  the  creation  of  officers  in  the  loose  and  ir- 
responsible manner  which  had  heretofore  prevailed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  it  had  been  at  first  the  intention 
of  the  committee  to  report  no  appropriation  which 
was  not  called  for  by  a specific  law.  But,  upon  ex- 
amination, the  committee  had  found  a number  of  in- 
dispensable officers,  whose  appointment  was  origi- 
nally for  a limited  time,  and  had  been  continued 
only  through  the  annual  appropriations.  He  said, 
one  half  the  clerks  of  the  senate,  one-third  of  the 
eleven  clerks  of  the  house,  the  reporter  of  the  su- 
preme court,  several  of  the  messengers  of  the  house, 
the  assistant  librarian  and  his  associate,  would  be  ex- 
cluded by  the  rule  proposed. 

Mr.  Wise  made  a few  remarks,  contending  that  the 
resolutions  of  the  house,  in  matters  connected  with 
its  own  officers,  were,  in  fact,  law — recognised  as 
such  by  the  constitution.  The  previous  question 
was  then  moved,  the  main  question  ordered,  and 
upon  the  motion  itself  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
and  resulted  in  ayes  144  noes  22. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and,  accordingly,  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union 
was  instructed  to  strike  out  from  the  said  bill  every 
item  of  appropriation  that  was  not  authorised  by 
! law.  Arid  the  house  adjourned. 
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Appointments  by  the  president.  By  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  Washington  Irving, 
of  New  York,  to  be  envoy  cniraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  Spain.  Waddy  Thompson,  <d  South 
Carolina,  10  be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  Mexico.  William  Blackford,  of  Virginia 
to  be  charge  d’  affaires  to  the  republic  of  New  Granada. 
Win.  II.  Freeman,  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  consul  ol  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Neuvitas,  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  in  the  place  of  John  M.  Baker,  deceased. 

Samuel  J.  Douglass,  to  be  judge,  of  the  U.  States  for 
the  middle  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  William 
II.  Brockenbrough,  declined,  who  was  appointed  in  the 
place  of  Alfred  Balch,  resigned. 

Robert  C.  Nicholas,  to  be  attorney  of  the  U.  Slates  for 
the  eastern  district  of  Virginia;  re-appointed. 

Marcus  C.  Ryan,  reappointed  surveyor  and  inspector 
of  the  revenue  at  Windsor,  N.  Carolina. 

Consuls.  The  president  of  the  U.  States  has  recog- 
nised Carlo  Giovanni  Mansoni  as  consul  of  Tuscany,  for 
the  port  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  and  L.  H.  Meyer  as  consul  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  for  the  port  of  New  York. 

The  Banks  of  Michigan.  The  legislature  of  Mich- 
o-jjti  have  passed  a bill  10  repeal  the  suspension  act  oflast 
session.  It  provides  for  an  immediate  resumption  of  the 
banks,  everv  failure  or  refusal  to  redeem  their  notes,  &c. 
iii  specie  to  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  of  insolvency, 
and  their  corporate  privileges  and  charters  to  be  at  once 
forfeited. 

Banks  of  Kentucky.  The  condition  of  the  banks  of 
this  state  will  compare  most  favorably  with  that  of  the 
New  England  banks  which  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 
The  five  New  England  slates  of  Maine,  New  Ham- 
pshire, Vermont.  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  have 
a circulation  of  $14,165,853,  upon  a specie  basis  of 
$2,703,905 — while  die  banks  of  Kentucky,  with  ^circu- 
lation of  $4,451,925,  have  a specie  basis  of  $1,557,338. 
The  former  have  about  $5  13  of  paper  circulation  tor 
every  specie  dollar  in  their  vaults,  while  the  lattei  have 
about.  $2  85  for  every  specie  dollar.  [MaysviUe  Rep. 

A congressional  temperance  SOCIETY  has  been  con- 
stituted at  Washington.  Us  officers  arc:  President. 
— George  N.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts. 

Vice  presidents. — Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  of  Virginia; 
Thomas  Henry,  Pennsylvania;  Samuel  S.  B'owne,  New 
York;  Thus.  F.  Marshall,  Kentucky;  Edmund  Deber- 
rv.  North  Carolina;  Harvey  M.  Watierson,  Tennessee; 
John  Thompson  Mason,  Maryland;  Calvery  Morns, 
Ohio;  John  Maitocks,  Vermont. 

Secretary.— .1.  M.  Howard,  of  Michigan. 

Treasurer.— Seth  M.  Gates,  of  New  York. 

Executive  committee.' — Lott  Warren,  of  Georgia; 
Thus.  W.  Williams,  Connecticut;  James  Irvin,  Penn- 
sylvania; Chas.  Hudson,  Massachusetts;  Lewis  Riggs, 
New  York. 

Deaths  in  Washington.  The  board  of  heal  ill  re- 
port eighteen  deaths  during  the  month  of  January. 

Special  election.  The  election,  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  decease  of  llte  bon.  David  Dim- 
mock,  in  the  Bedford  and  Susquehanna  congressional 
district,  in  Pennsylvania,  takes  place  on  the  lstol  March. 

From  Florida.  Advices  to- the  4th  instant  have  been 
received  from  Fort  Mellon.  On  the  2d  inst.  two  Indians 
richly  dressed,  and  with  plenty  of  money,  in  hard  dol- 
lars, appeared  at  the  fort  with  a flag  of  truce.  No  in- 
terpreter being  presem,  one  was  sent  for,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  Indians  belonged  to  a band  who 
were  concealed  about  twenty-seven  miles  from  the  fort. 
A detachment  was  immediately  sent  to  capture  the  hos- 
tile band. 

Gold  and  silver.  The  following  table,  which  ap- 
pears in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  shows 
the  annual  imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin 


bullion,  and  $131,073,803  in  silver  coin.  The  total  of 
exports  $613,673  in  gold  bullion,  $14,642,239  in  gold  coin, 
$991,291  in  silver  bullion,  and  $104  304.220  in  silver  coin. 
To  which  add,  $3  3,303,437  export  of  American  coin  and 
bullion. 

The  operations  of  t he  mint  were  commenced  in  1793 
4.  During  these  years,  the  whole  coinage  in  value  was 
$453,541.  It  was  less  than  one  half  this  sum  for  the  two 
next  years,  when  the  value  of  tile  coinage  increased  iwi- 
tlie  second  year  of  the  war,  (1813)  when  the  value 
was  $1,302,271.  For  the  four  following  years,  however, 
it  was  greatly  reduced — in  1815,  only  $20,483,  and  the 
average  for  the  four  years  being  only  $342,267.  The 
three  heaviest  vears  of  coinage  were  1834,  5 and  6,  viz: 
$7,761,900  in  "’34,  $5,668,667  in ’35,  and  $7,764,900  in 
’36.  The  coinage  last  year  was  $1,206,901.  The  aggre- 
gate amount  of  coinage  at  the  American  mint,  from  1793 
to  1841,  was  $83,349,402,  at  the  branch  mints,  2,740,930.” 

Indiana.  The  commitlee  of  ways  and  means  report 
her  debt  to  be  $16,35S,123 — the  annual  interest  on  which 
is  $749,123,  of  which  she  is  able  to  meet  only  $136,727, 
independent  of  taxation.  The  committee  enquire,  wheth- 
er she  shall  raise  the  deficit  of  more  tha.n  $650,000  by  di- 
rect taxation — and  the  report  goes  on  to  show  that  such 
a resource  is  impracticable.  “To  have  imposed  a tax 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  would 
place  burdens  upon  our  citizens  equal  to  those  imposed 
upon  ihe  serfs  of  Russia,  and  place  them  upon  an  equali- 
ty with  the  peasantry  of  England  or  France.”  In  con- 
sequence of  the  rapid  depreciation  of  state  stocks,  they 
estimate,  that  the  Indiana  bonds,  “will  in  a short  period, 
be  down  as  low  as  ten  ccnis  on  the  dollar.  Now,  sup- 
pose our  debt  to  be  $13,500,600  it  would  require  a fund 
of  $1,300,000  to  redeem  all  our  outstanding  bonds,  and 
release  our  citizens  from  all  the  apprehensions  of  state 
insolvency  and  oppressive  taxation,  But  are  there  any 
means  within  the  reach  of  the  stale  that  may  be  applied 
to  this  purpose? 

“The  proceeds  of  the  canal  lands,  estimated  at  642,285, 
are  pointed  out  as  one  mean.  The  debt  to  be  absorbed 
as  follows: 

Proceeds  of  canal  lands,  642,285,  to  purchase 
bonds  $6,420,000 

Repudiated  suspended  debt  3,136,000 

Sale  of  public  works  in  exchange  for  bonds, 
say,  2,000,000 

Other  means  of  absorption  1,444,000 


Year. 

Import. 

Export. 

1321 

$8,064,890 

$10,473  059 

1822 

3,359,846 

10,810,180 

1823 

5 097,896 

6,372,987 

182-4 

8.379,835 

7,014,552 

1825 

6,150,765 

8,797.055 

1826 

6,880,966 

4.953,678 

1827 

8,151.130 

6,971.305 

1828 

7,489,74 1 

8,243,476 

1329 

7,403,012 

4,924,029 

1830 

7,155,964 

1.241.622 

1831 

7,305,945 

9,014,931 

1832 

5,907.504 

5,656,540 

1833 

7,070,368 

2,244.859 

1834 

17.911,632 

1,676.258 

1835 

13,131,447 

6,417,775 

1836 

13,400,881 

4,324,336 

1837 

10,516,414 

4,692,730 

1833 

17,747,116 

3,503,046 

1839 

5,574,263 

8,775,443 

1310 

8,882,813 

8,417,014 

1841 

4,903,482 

10,020,044 

Total, 

$181,501,510 

$133,759,910 

Total, 


$13,000,000 


The  Indiana  resumption  bill.  Provides  that  the 
debt  due  by  the  state  to  the  State  Bank,  shall  be  paid  in 
five  percent,  treasury  notes,  payable  in  two  years,  which 
are  made  receivable  in  all  dues  to  the  state,  except  for 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  The  bank  is  required  to 
receive  and  pay  out  these  notes  at.  their  face  without  re- 
gard to  the  interest. 

The  act  requires  the  bank  lo  pay  specie  from  and  af- 
ter the  15th  of  June,  upon  pain,  in  ease  of  refusal,  of 
being  proceeded  against  as  in  case  of  insolvency.  But 
in  case  the  banks  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Kentucky  or  Miehi 
can,  or  eiihcr  of  them,  shall  not,  on  that  day,  redeem 
their  liabililies  in  specie — rile  refusal  to  pay  specie  to  or 
for  any  bank,  which  is  not  ilself  paying  specie,  where  it 
is  demanded  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  out  of  the 
state,  shall  not  be  considered  a violation  of  the  law  by 
the  bank. 

The  act  then  fixes  the  rate  of  exchange  to  be  charged 
by  t he  Indiana  banks,  until  an  unconditional  resumption, 
at  not  exceeding  5 percent,  on  any  place  at  greater  dis- 
tance than  390  m ties,  and  3 per  cent,  if  a pointwith- 
in  300  miles,  and  vitiates  any  contract  if  more  is  exacted. 

[ XV heeling  Gaz. 

Kentucky.  The  joint  committee  on  banks,  in  the 
Kentucky  legislature,  have  recommended  that  the  1st  of 
November  be  the  day  fixed  for  resumption  by  the  banks, 
contingent  upon  the  resumption:  of  the  banks  in  New  Or- 
leans. 

Loss  of  the  Mexican  schooner  of  war  Liberty.  The 
brig  Delaware  arrived  at  N.  Orleans  on  the  3d  inst.  re- 
ports having  spoken  revenue  cutter  Woodbury,  H.  B. 
Nones,  commander  from  Hampton  Roads,  bound  forN. 
O.  having  on  board  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the 
Mexican  man-of-war  schooner  Liberty,  which  was  to- 
tally lost  on  Stirrup  Key,  ffii  the  21st,  in  a heavy  blow 
from  N.  W. 

Louisiana.  A report  from  the  treasurer  of  the  stale 
of  Louisiana,  dated  January  23,  gives  the  following  as 
tlie  debt  of  the  state 

The  debt  of  rile  state  to  banks,  is  $1,100,000 

To  which  must  be  added — • 

Bonds  to  Nashville  rail  road  company,  500,000 

do  Port  Hudson  and  rail  road  company,  498,000 
Charity  Hospital  (donation)  100,000 

do  do  (purchase  of  ground) 

125,000 

New  Orleans  Draining  company,  50,000 
Heirs  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  5,000 

Vacant  estates,  30,233  63 


tabling  prisoners;  $20,000  Irom  the  board  of  public 
works;  and  to  repeal  the  appropriations  for  public  works 
not  yet  commenced,  amounting  to  $47,1)00.  In  all, 

§157,000.  The  property  of  the  state  applicable  to  the 
discharge  of  its  debt  is  as  follows: 

Interest  of  the  slate  in  the  bank  of  Louisiana,  $1,009,000 
Lots  (old  government  square),  100.000 

“ (present  state  house),  250.000 

Stock  in  Louisiana  state  bank,  60,000 

Total,  SI, 410,000 

A resolution  has  passed  the  legislature  unanimously, 
reprobating  1I13  course  pursued  by  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties toward  the  Santa  Fe  expedition,  and  requesting 
the  government  at  Washington  to  take  immediate  and 
decisive  steps  to  procure  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners, 
and  reparation  for  the  outrages  alleged  lo  have  been 
committed  on  the  United  States  consul  and  other  Ame- 
rican residents. 

Michigan.  The  senate  of  Michigan  has  passed  a bill 
providing  for  the  election  of  members  of  congress  by  ge- 
neral ticket,  at  the  next  general  election  in  the  state. 

New  Jersey  oyster  case,  decided.  The  correspon- 
dent of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  date  Feb.  9,  writes 
from  Washington  thus:  As  you  have  many  readers  in 

New  York,  I take  the  liberty,  as  a Jersey  man.  to  ask 
you  to  announce  to  the  people  of  that  state,  riie  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  their  favor 
in  the  great,  oyster  controversy,  which  has  created  so 
much  ill-biood  in  the  last  twenty  years.  The  decision  of 
the  court  was  given  ihis  morning  by  Chief  Justice  Ta- 
ney, who  read  a very  learned  and  lucid  opinion  on  the 
subject,  which  I do  not  doubt,  will  give  as  much  satis- 
faction, when  primed,  lo  the  lovers  of  law,  as  the  decree  - 
gives  lo  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

The  conclusion  is,  that  the  proprietors  are  not  entiried 
to  recover,  and  the  decision  of  the  circuit  court  is  rever- 
sed. 

Judge  Thompson  said  he  did  not  assent  to  the  decision 
of  riie  court,  and  should  give  his  reasons. 

Judge  Baldwin  said  lie  dissented  from  the  opinion 
throughout. 

Muclt  as  riie  dissentient  judges  are  entitled  to  respect, 

I have  no  dobut  lire  decision  of  the  court  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  public  good;  as  well  as  with  law  and  sub- 
stantial justice;  and  that  it  will  increase  the  general  con- 
fidence in  the  uprightness  and  legal  capability  of  this  tru- 
ly august  tribunal. 

Ohio.  The  bill  compelling  the  banks  of  Ohio  to  re- 
sume specie  payments  on  the  4th  of  March,  was  finally 
passed  by  riie  senate  on  the  12th.  The  Ohio  Stale  Jour- 
nal says,  there  are  some  slight  amendments  to  lie  con- 
curred in  by  riie  house,  which  it  was  supposed  would  re- 
ceive its  assent  on  Monday,  when  the  bill  would  become 
a law. 

The  resolutions  in  censure  of  John  Q Adams,  passed 
the  senate  by  a vote  ol  19  to  J7. 

Presidency.  The  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky,  have  nominated  col.  R.  M.  Johnson 
as  their  candidate  for  the  presidency;  but  they  expressly 
state,  that  “this  nomination  is  not  made  in  prejudice  to 
the  claims  of  others  equally  worthy,  and  that,  in  the  event 
of  a plurality  of  republican  candidates,  it  will  be  cheer- 
fully waived  ia  favor  of  the  nominee  ofa  general  conven- 
tion of  riie  democratic  party  of  the  United  Stales. 

Col.  J.  delivered  an  address  a few  weeks  since  to  an 
Irish  repeal  association  at  Louisville  which  elicited  their 
cheers  and  thanks. 

At  a convention  of  the  democratic  anti-bond  pavers  of 
Mississippi,  Martin  Van  Buren,  was  nominated  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
as  vice  president  of  the  U.  S.  at  the  next  election. 

[Phil.  Sentinel. 

Tennessee.  A resolution  condemning  the  repudiation 
of  state  debts,  has  passed  both  houses  of  the  Tennessee 
legislature  by  large  majorities.  Nine  members  of  each 
house  voted  against  it. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


The  Albany  Argus  has  the  following  condensed  stale- 
merit  ot  the  kinds  of  metal,  and  the  operations  of  t he 
mini  : 

“The  total  of  imports  consisted  of  S5,105.53S  in  gold 
bullion,  $34,866,174  in  gold  coin,  $9,855,915,  in  silvi 


er 


$2,408,238  63 

The  same  document  estimates  the  expenditures  for 
1842,  at  $714, 0S7,  and  the  receipts  at  $437,650,  showing 
a deficit  of  $226,437.  It  is  recommended  to  increase  the 
income  of  the  state  by  a new  system  of  taxation,  and  to 
reduce  the  expenses  by  taking  $20  000  from  the  same 
paid  for  salaries;  $60,000  from  the  annual  appropriation 
for  education;  $10,000  from  the  appropriation  for  main- 


Virginia.  Thelegislatui 

e proceeded  to  the.  election 

of 

governor  of  February  lltli  and 

12ih. 

The  following 

13 

the  result  of  the  six  ballotings  on  the  last  day. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

A.  Stevenson  — 

78 

79 

82 

SO 

22 

William  I?.  Taylor  73 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lewis  Summers  26 

GS 

71 

63 

— 

— 

Edwards  Walls  56 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

James  McDowell  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

W.  B.  Preston  — 

— 

— 

— 

41 

a; 

V.  Witcher  — 

— 

— 



39 

— 

Scattering  4 

]G 

14 

14 

3 

16 

Neeea’ry  to  a choice  83 

82 

83 

83 

82 

80 

So  there  is  no  govern  oi 

elected  a 

':er  two 

days. 

A. 

Stevenson  ran  the  highest,  and  was  within  one  of  an 
election.  If  no  other  attempt  he  made  to  proceed  again 
to  the  election,  (which  is  doubtful),  then  hero  are  two  ses- 
sions when  the  legislature  lias  failed  to  elect  a governor; 
and  thus  the  executive  functions  will  he  transferred  to  (he 
oldest  councillor,  then  the  licut.  governor,  John  M.  Gre- 
gory, esq.  [Enquirer. 

The  house  of  delegates  a short  time  since  instructed 
one  of  its  committees  to  report  a hill  for  staying  execu- 
tions, &.c.  Oil  the  1 Oi h the  question  came  up  before  the 
house  on  a motion  for  reconsideration,  which  being  car- 
ried, the  house  discharged  the  commitlee  from  the  consi- 
deration uf  the  subject  by  a vole  of  79  to  44 — thus  decid- 
ing against  any  stay  law. 
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Foreign  articles. 

Ancient  wrong  redressed — letter  fiotn  Carter  Beverly. 
Diplomatic— despatch  from  (lie  secretary  of  state  to 
the  American  minister  at  London. 

Currency—  report  from  t he  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives  on  the  exchequer  scheme. 

Question  of  privilege — conclusion  of  the  debate  on. 
Congressional  proceedings. 

Chronicle.  


Agents.  C.  W.  James  and  Th.  F.  Easton 
are  the  only  agents  now  authorised  to  collect  for 
Niles'  National  Register,  in  the  states  and  territories 
north  and  west  of,  and  including  Ohio. 

We  are  indebted  to  Adjutant  General  Jones  for  a 
copy  of  the  Army  Register,  from  which  we  shall 
make  valuable  extracts,  and  will  continue  to  keep 
the  Register  posted  up  upon  army  and  navy  topics  as 
well  as  other  national  concerns. 

CONGRESS.  House  of  Representatives.  A 
report  from  Mr.  Cushing  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  currency  was  presented  on  the  17th  in- 
stant. Mr.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  of  the  same  com- 
mittee presented  on  the  same  day  a counter  report. 
Mr.  Kennedy  of  Maryland,  of  the  same  committee 
presented  a report  on  the  21st,  and  Mr.  Barnard  of- 
fered a bill  as  a substitute  for  that  accompanying  the 
report  of  Mr.  Cushing  on  the  23d. 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  is  now  reorgan- 
ized as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  18th  on  page  415. 

Senate.  The  committee  on  currency  presented 
a report  by  its  chairman  Mr.  Tallmadge  of  N.  York 
on  the  21st. 

The  hon.  Lewis  Williams,  representative  from 
N.  Carolina,  departed  this  life  at  Washington,  on  the 
23d,  and  his  remains  were  interred  yesterday  in  the 
national  cemetery  with  all  due  honors. 

Mr.  W.  entered  congress,  a representative  from  his 
native  state  in  December,  1815,  and  continued  such, 
by  repeated  elections,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  mak- 
ing an  unbroken  service  of  more  than  twenty-six 
years;  a proof  at  once  of  his  own  fidelity  to  his  trust 
and  of  the  confidence  of  his  constituents  very  rarely 
equalled  in  the  history  of  our  government.  He  had 
long  been  what  is  termed  “the  father  of  the  house;” 
but  notwithstanding  that  venerable  title  and  the 
length  of  service  it  implied,  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  only  fifty-six  years.  A sincere  Christian,  he  was 
a man  of  the  strictest  morals,  and  one  of  the  most 
conscientious  and  unswerving  public  servants  whom 
we  have  ever  known.  Such,  indeed,  were  his  merits, 
public  and  personal,  and  such  his  eminent  value  as  a 
representative,  that  we  look  upon  his  death  as  a se- 
rious loss  to  the  whole  country,  as  well  as  to  his  im- 
mediate constituents.  [Waf.  Int. 

Resignation  of  U.  S.  Senator.  The  hon.  Hen- 
ry Clay  is  said  to  have  sent  to  the  governor  of  Ken- 
tucky his  resignation  to  take  effect  on  the  31st  March. 
It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Crittenden  will  succeed  him. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Paulding  were  to  leave 
town  this  morning  on  their  journey  southward.  It  is 
understood  that  before  their  return,  they  will  visit 
General  Jackson  at  the  Hermitage.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
is  in  excellent  health  and  never  looked  better. 

[Phil.  Pennsylvanian. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Paulding  reached  Balti- 
more on  Thursday  afternoon  from  Philadelphia. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  United  States  ship 
Vincennes  was  at  St.  Francisco,  Upper  California, 
on  the  31st  October,  with  the  Porpoise,  Flying  Fish, 
and  brig  Oregon.  They  were  to  sail  .the  next  day 
for  the  United  States,  via  Manilla,  Singapore,  and 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  This  squadron  will  probably 
arrive  home  in  June  next. 

By  the  arrival  of  a whale  ship  at  Lahaina  from 
Vol.  XI — Sig.  26. 


St  Francisco  where  the  Vincennes  then  was  (Sept.  ,,  vcral  members,  in  passing  in  rev.ew  the  acts  of  the 
20)  we  learn’more  particulars  of  the  loss  of  the  Pea-  • government  bestowed  on  them  unqualified  censure 
cock  She  was  lost  about  mid-day,  of  the  11th  of  Mr.  L.  Herbette  spoke  with  great  animation  against 
Julv  on  the  north  bar  of  the  Columbia  river,  in  | the  attacks  upon  the  press,  and  blamed,  with  much 
smooth  water.  Soon  after  the  breakers  began  to  severity,  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  maritime 
form  and  for  half  a mile  round  them  the  river  was  , search,  demanded  by  the  British  government, 
one  sheet  of  foam.  The  ship  thumped  heavily,  and  | Details  have  been  received  from  Odessa  of  the 
they  momentarily  expected  the  spars  would  go  by  ; autumn  campaign  of  the  Russians  against  the  C.r- 
the  board  crush  their  boats,  and  thus  cut  off  all  j cassians  and  of  their  defeat  at  Ja  cha  where  some 
chance  of  escape.  By  dav-light  the  next  morning,  500  were  s.ain.  It  is  believed  that  the  Russians 
they  were  able  to  get  out  'the  boats,  but  lost  two  in  , have  lost  some  8 000  men  mostly  by  disease.  The 
the  attemot  The  water  had  then  risen  to  her  birth  Crimean  hospitals  are  filled  with  the  sick.  1 his  is 
deck  The  passage  to  the  shore  was  perilous  in  the  | the  division  under  General  Aurepp  and  it  is  said 
extreme  but  through  the  coolness  and  skill  of  the  , that  Gen.  East  has  not  been  more  fortunate, 
officers  it  was  effected  without  the  loss  of  life.  Pur- I La  Presse  of  the  6th  has  a letter  from  Vienna, 
ser  Speiden  saved  his  books  and  papers,  and  the  na-  which  says  that  the  three  great  powers,  England, 
turalists  their  journals.  A few  hours  afterwards  no  ; Russia  and  France,  which  have  stipulated  the  inde- 
trace of  the  ill-fated  ship  was  to  be  seen.  Captain  pendence  of  Greece,  are  seriously  giving  their  at- 
Wilkes  in  the  Porpoise,  with  the  Flying  Fish,  were  tention  to  the  difference  between  that  country  and 
employed  in  surveying  the  Columbia.  The  Vincen-  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  that  they  have  applied  to  the 
ncs*  was  employed  at  St.  Francisco,  and  a party  had  ' cabinets  at  Berlin  and  Vienna  for  their  co-operation, 
been  exploring  the  Rio  Sacramento.  The  brig  Tho-  j Baron  Rothschild  has  been  seized  with  sudden  and 
mas  Perkins  was  employed  by  capt.  Wilkes,  and  it  dangerous  illness.  The  operations  on  the  bourse 
was  supposed  that  she  would  touch  here,  to  land  the  | were  seriously  allccted  by  this. 

supernumeraries.  j A London  morning  paper,  the  Morning  Herald, 

, mentions  a current  report  that  the  British  govern- 

U.  S.  Bank.  The  adjourned  general  meeting  of  ment  has  resolved  to  establish  a line  of  steam  com- 
the  stockholders  of  the  U.  S.  bank  was  held  at  the  munication  between  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  Ante- 
banking  house  in  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  inst.  Hen-  rjca  an(]  New  Zealand,  and  the  Australian  colonies, 
ry  C.  Corbet  esq.  presided,  and  Joseph  R.  Chandler  ]t  js  ad<led,  that  the  authorities  of  Panama  have  in- 
officiated  as  secretary.  i vited  an  engineer  to  survey  a line  of  rail  road  across 

Charles  Gibbons,  esq.  offered  the  following  resolu-  the  Isthmus,  and  are  most  desirous  that  the  line 
tion:  should  be  executed  by  an  English  company  to  which 

Resolved,  That  the  assignments  made  by  the  presi-  they  are  prepared  to  grant  extensive  privileges, 
dent  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  ! The  Qbservateur  of  Brussels  says:  “The  ill  hu- 
on  the  7th  of  June,  and  4th  and  6th  of  cp  eni  er,  morof  the  king  of  Prussia  towards  Holland  contin- 
1841,  were  made  in  pursuance  of  authori  > ves  e in  ues  The  Prussian  monarch,  going  to  London,  will 
them,  were  for  the  best  interests  of  the  bank,  and  are  nQ^  s tJir0ugh  Holland,  the  king  of  which  country 
hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  by  this  meeting  | is  hjs  near  relation,  but  through  Belgium.  The 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a vote  ol  204  t0  , Leipsic  Gazette  says  that  his  majesty  will  visit  Edin- 
„ . „ ,,  „.  , ...  I burgh,  and  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

Josiah  Randall,  esq.  then  offered  a resolution.  jyj.  <je  Kisseloif,  the  Russian  charge  de  affaires, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  bank  of  the  dia  not  win,  t|lo  diplomats  w.r.->  tu  ti.v  «.« 

United  Slates  to  make  a general  assignment  ot  the  Year’s  day. 

real  and  personal  estate,  goods,  chattels,  rights  and  four  o’clock,  on  the  1st  instant,  says  the  Ga- 

credits,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  of  the  sai  cor-  ze^e  ,je  France,  iVl.  de  Kisselotf  entered  the  circle 
poration,  to  five  persons,  for  the  payment  or  secur- 
ing the  debts  of  the  said  bank  of  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth  respectively  passed  the  4th  and 
5th  days  of  May,  1841.  | 

j While  this  resolution  was  pending,  a motion  to  ad- 
journ was  made  and  on  division  it  resulted  as  follows: 
ayes  178,  noes  119. 

So  the  chairman  declared  the  meeting  adjourned. 


of  the  Rue  de  Grammont,  and,  on  being  asked  how 
he  was,  replied,  “Je  suis  indispose  par  ordre.” 

The  Duke  de  Bordeaux  is  to  pass  the  winter  at 
Vienna; 

The  government  of  the  Swiss  canton  of  Tcssino, 
imitating  that  of  Argau,  has  just  repressed  a convent 
of  Cordeliers. 

“The  king,”  says  the  Debate,  “lias  commuted  the 
sentence  against  Quenisset  into  transportation,  and 
against  Columbier  and  Brazier  into  hard  labor  at  the 
hulks  for  life.” 


Stock  exchange,  Jan.  6,  two  o’clock. — Five  per 


After  the  above  meeting  was  dissolved,  a new  one 
j was  organized,  and  it  was  decided  to  call  another 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  on  second  Monday  in 

April  to  vote  then  as  provided  by  the  provisions  of  g o d at  m fr.  40;  three  at  78  fr.  50c 
the  charter.  j r SPAIN 

Mr.  Jaudon.  We  learn  from  the  Philadelphia:  Espartenj)  lhe  regent  of  Spain,  has  positively  re- 

papers,  that  Judge ^Randall  has  dischaigcd  Mr.  ...  fuscc]  to  accede  to  the  pretensions  of  the  French  am- 
I ^udon,  who  was  brought  before  him  on  a writ  of  hassaf]oi.  to  be  anowed  lo  nresent  his  credentials  i 
habeas  corpus  touching  the  anairs  ol  the  United 


Slates  hank,  the  judge  declaring  that  there  appeared 
no  cause  for  sending  the  case  to  the  grand  jury. 


FOREIGN  A R T l C l.  E S 


bassador  to  be  allowed  to  present  his  credentials  to 
Queen  Isabella,  unless  he  were  present.  The  Jour- 
nal des  Debats  thinks  that  this  misunderstanding,  on 
a question  of  mere  etiquette,  will  inevitably  lead  to 
a war  between  Franco  and  Spain. 

By  royal  decree  of  the  9th  December,  1840,  all  lhe 
building^  that  were  used  as  monasteries  or  convents 
of  the  suppressed  religious  communities  of  both 
sexes,  are  directed  lo  he  sold,  lo  be  paid  for  in  cou- 
pons for  interest  overdue  on  the  consolidated  debt, 
without  any  difference  between  the  foreign  and  in- 
ternal, “for  their  full  nominal  value;”  and  a project 
of  a law  v.’ Ill  he  brought  forward  in  the  Cortes  to 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

By  the  Burgundy,  at  New  York,  from  Havre,  pa-  , 
pers  have  been  received  from  London  to  the  5t.h  hist, 
and  from  Paris  to  the  7th  inst..  The  India  mail  ar- 
rived at  Paris  on  the  6th,  with  no  later  news  from 
China  than  has  been  received  here. 

The  Conway,  from  China,  entered  the  sound  on  the  g'vc  elFrcl  to  (lie  heads  of  a decree,  dated  (lie  21st  of 
26th  of  December.  Her  destination  was  Ports-  January  Iasi,  for  the  sale  and  payment  of  the  proper- 
mouth.  She  had  onboard  two  millions  of  dollars,  ties  of  the  secular  clergy.  The  whole  of  their  pro- 
and  some  invalids  from  the  squadron  in  the  China  perty  has  been  valued  at  2,000,000,000  reals  de  Vei- 
seas.  : Ion,  equal  to  about  <£21,230,000,  but  at  public  sales 

FRANCE.  j these  properties,  it  is  expected,  will  fetch  at  least 

On  the  3d  of  January,  the  members  of  the  cham-  3,000,000,000,  equal  to  £31,875,000. 
bers  of  deputies  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 1 Havana.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  acltnow- 
ing  the  committee  to  draw  up  the  address  in  answer  : ledges  the  receipt  of  Havana  dates  to  the  3d.  inst. 
to  the  speech  from  the  throne.  On  this  occasion  ' There  had  been  two  important  arrivals,  which 
there  was  a discussion  on  the  foreign  arid  dbnu';!'c  cause]!  no  little  s<  .<  th-n  in  the  emporium  of  Cuba, 
policy  of  the  government.  The  ministry  were  at-  viz: — President  Bustainente,  in  Ins  second  exile  I rom 
tacked  for  the  convention  of  July,  for  its  policy  as  : Mexico;  and  Mad’lle,  Fanny  Elssler,  the  danseuse, 
regards  Spain,  for  the  reduction  of  the  navy,  and  sc-  from  Philadelphia. 
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Tariff.  The  new  tariff  which  took  effect  on  the 
2d  inst.  levies  the  following  duties  on  imports,  all 
payable  in  gold  or  silver: 

On  flour,  1 dollar  per  barrel;  corn  and  corn  meal, 
20  cents  per  bushel;  oats,  15  cents  per  bushel;  other 
grains,  20  cents  per  bushel;  brown  sugar,  1 cent  per 
pound;  tallow  candles,  4 cents;  lard,  3 cents;  butter, 

6 cents;  cheese,  3 cents;  bacon,  2 cents;  rice,  2 cents; 
whiskey,  25  a 75  cents  pergallon — according  to  proof; 
manufactured  tobacco,  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem; 
American  segars,  3 dollars  per  thousand;  beef  in  bar- 
rels or  otherwise,  3 dollars  per  200  pounds;  pork,  3 
dollars  per  barrel,  peas  and  beans,  50  cents  per  bush- 
el; cabinet  wares  and  all  other  manufactures  of  wood, 
all  manufactures  of  tin,  ready  made,  clothing,  chairs 
and  saddlery,  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  hats,  shoes 
and  boots  of  all  kinds,  25  per  cent.;  pleasure  carria- 
ges and  harness  of  all  kinds,  35  per  cent.;  bagging, 
bale  rope  and  twine,  10  per  cent. 

MEXICO. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  has  the  followtng  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Lumsden,  one  of  its  editors,  now  in  the 
city  of  Mexico,  January  25,  1842. 

Good  news! — Mr.  Mayer  secretary  of  legation  to 
the  American  minister,  has  just  called  at  my  room 
and  informed  me  that  young  Combs  is  liberated ! Santa 
Ana  this  morning  sent  for  him,  and  gave  him  his 
liberty,  quite  unexpectedly  to  every  body  here.  He 
was  conducted  to  the  minister’s  apartments  and  plac- 
ed under  his  protection,  by  Santa  Ana’s  orders,  and 
in  his  own  carriage. 

The  other  prisoners  are  yet  in  chains,  and  are  all 
made  to  work  in  the  streets. 

I am  greatly  in  hope  that  when  Mr.  Kendall  ar- 
rives, which  must  certainly  be  in  a few  days,  he  will 
also  be  released.  1 look  upon  the  liberation  of  Comhs 
as  a favorable  omen. 

The  barque  Ann  Louisa,  at  New  York,  brings 
Vera  Cruz  dates  to  the  30th  ultimo. 

The  United  States  revenue  cutter  Jackson,  Capt. 
Day,  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  23d  January  from 
New  Orleans,  and  landed  Mr.  McRea,  bearer  of  des- 
patches from  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  Mr.  Ellis  our  minister  at  Mexico.  On  the  30th  she 
sailed  again  for  New  Orleans. 

TEXAS. 

Galveston  dates  to  the  5th  inst.  have  been  received 
at  New  Orleans. 

The  Galveston  Civilian  of  the  1st  says: — A letter 
has  been  received  from  on  board  the  ship  Austin,  at 
Sisal,  dated  January  18th,  stating  that  Commodore 
Moore  had  gone  to  Merida,  and  while  there  the  lieu- 

-tenant  in  CUUiaiarnl  uf  tho  chip  bucamo  acquainted 

with  the  fact  of  the  reunion  of  Yucatan  with  the 
central  government.  Apprehensive  that  Commodore 
Moore  might  be  detained  as  a prisoner,  he  seized  the 
Mexican  commissioners  as  they  were  returning,  and 
determined  to  detain  them  as  hostages,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  commodore.  Pie  however  shortly  after 
received  a letter  from  him  (Com.  M.)  stating  that  he 
would  return  to  the  ship  in  a day  or  two,  and  order- 
ed the  release  of  the  commissioners,  among  whom, 
on  the  part  of  Santa  Ana,  were  Gens.  Lamos  and 
Anaya,  hitherto  supposed  to  be  the  most  honest  men 
among  the  federalists. 

Accounts  from  Austin  were  up  to  the  28th  ult. — 
Congress  was  to  have  adjourned  on  the  31st,  but  it  was 
supposed  that  the  express  sent  by  Gen.  Hamilton  ar- 
rived previous  to  that  time,  and  caused  a postpone- 
ment of  the  day,  as  the  general  and  Belgian  minis- 
ter are  said  to  have  had  imporlaut  pecuniary  offers 
to  make  to  that  body  in  behalf  of  the  Belgian  govern- 
ment. 

Mutiny  anp  loss  of  life.  The  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  of  the  12th  ultimo,  says:  We  were  informed  | 
by  an  officer  of  the  Texian  navy,  that  the  crew  of 
the  Texas  schooner-of-war  San  Antonio,  (now  lying 
off  Slaughter  House  Point),  mutinied — killed  the  se- 
cond lieutenant,  Mr.  C.  F.  Fuller,  wounded  two  mid- 
shipmen, Messers.  Allen  and  Odle — seized  cutlasses 
and  pistols,  and  left  the  vessel.  The  sailing  master 
escaped  by  jumping  overboard.  Some  of  the  muti- 
neers have  since  been  taken. 


AN  ANCIENT  WRONG  REDRESSED. 


A remarkable,  and  certainly  decisive  statement  as 
to  a very  memorable  political  accusation,  has  been 
placed  in  our  hands.  Its  publication  seems  clearly 
due,  not  only  to  the  eminent  man  whom  it  greatly  in- 
jured, but  to  the  country  at  large,  still  possessed,  in 
many  quarters,  with  a belief  that  the  charge  in  ques- 
tion was  well  grounded,  and  had  been  substantiated. 
The  letter  which  we  subjoin  must  forever  disabuse 
all  men  of  any  such  impression,  and  vindicate  the 
injured,  beyond  all  further  possibility  of  doubt. 

The  lapse  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  has,  of  course, 
left  upon  most  men’s  minds  the  vaguely  unfavorable 
conclusions  o.f  which  we  have  just  spoken,  rather 


than  any  certain  memory  of  the  facts  (exceedingly 
slight  in  themselves)  which  were  alleged,  and  never 
proved.  To  revive  them  in  our  own  mind,  we  have 
recurred  to  the  following  summary,  which  was  given 
af  the  time,  by  Mr.  Niles,  in  his  Register.  [See  vol. 
32,  p.  162.]  It  is  a brief  history  of  the  case,  and  pre- 
sents the  main  facts  and  proofs. 

[ Washington  Independent. 

From  Niles’  Register. 

POLITICS.  As  it  is  probable  that  interesting  po- 
litical events  will  grow  out  of  the  matters  stated  be- 
low, we  give  them  an  insertion  at  this  time,  and 
without  comment  as  to  the  facts  set  forth. 

The  Fayetteville  (N.  C.)  Observer  published  the 
following  letter,  said  to  be  written  by  a highly  re- 
spectable Virginian,  then  in  Tennessee: 

“Nashville,  8th  March , 1827. 

“I  have  just  returned  from  General  Jackson’s.  I 
found  a crowd  of  company  with  him;  seven  Virgini- 
ans were  of  the  number.  Fie  gave  me  a most  friend- 
ly reception  and  urged  me  to  stay  some  days  longer 
with  him.  He  told  me  this  morning,  before  all  his 
company,  in  reply  to  a question  I put  to  him  concern- 
ing the  election  of  J.  Q.  Adams  to  the  presidency, 
that  Mr.  Clay’s  friends  made  a proposition  to  his 
friends,  that  if  they  would  promise,  for  him,  not  to  put 
Mr.  Adams  into  the  seat  of  secretary  of  state,  Clay 
and  his  friends  would,  in  one  hour,  make  him,  Jack- 
son,  the  president.  He  most  indignantly  rejected  the 
proposition,  and  declared  he  would  not  eompromit 
himself;  and,  unless  most  openly  and  fairly  made  the 
president,  by  congress,  he  would  never  receive  it. — 
He  declared  that  he  said  to  them,  he  would  see  the 
whole  earth  sink  under  him,  before  he  would  bargain 
or  intrigue  for  it.” 

A correspondent  of  the  Democratic  Press,  under 
date  of  Washington,  18th  April,  1827,  having  quoted 
the  preceding  letter,  says — 

“After  reading  this  extraordinary  declaration  of 
General  Jackson,  ‘before  all  his  company ,’  I called  on 
Mr.  Clay  and  inquired  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  it. 
He  replied  without  hesitation,  and  with  his  accustom- 
ed frankness,  that  the  statement  that  his  friends  had 
made  such  a proposition  as  the  letter  describes,  to  the 
friends  of  General  Jackson,  was,  as  far  as  he  knew 
or  believed,  utterly  destitute  of  foundation;  that  he 
was  unwilling  to  believe  that  General  Jackson  bad 
made  any  such  statement;  but  that  no  matter  with 
whom  it  had  originated,  he  was  fully  persuaded  it 
was  a gross  fabrication,  of  the  same  calumnious  cha- 
racter with  the  Krtmer  story,  put  forth  for  the  double 
purpose  of  injuring  iiis  public  character,  and  prop- 
ping the  cause  of  General  Jackson;  and  that,  for  him- 
self and  Iris  friends,  he  defied  the  substantiation  of  the 
charge  before  any  fair  tribunal  whatever.” 

[The  writer  goes  on  and  offers  arguments  why  the 
declaration  ascribed  to  General  Jackson  could  not  be 
true;  but  we  shall  not  copy  them  just  now]. 

The  “Washington  Telegraph”  of  the  26th  ult.  as- 
serts that  the  editor,  Mr,-  Green,  in  March,  1825, 
heard  General  Jackson  make  the  same  statement  as 
is  contained  in  the  letter  published  in  the  Fayetteville 
Observer. 

The  “National  Journal”  of  the  28th,  speaking  of 
the  “Fayetteville  letter”  and  Mr.  Green’s  endorse- 
ment of  its  veracity,  says — 

“He  (General  Jackson)  now  stands  before  the  na- 
tion as  the  direct  public  accuser  of  “Mr.  Clay  and  his 
friends,”  and,  by  inference,  of  Mr.  Mams  also.  The 
accusation  has  been  deliberately  denied.  And  if 
Gen.  Jackson  should  not  sustain  it  by  competent  and 
credible  proof,  the  American  public  will  not  be  re- 
strained by  the  grateful  respect  which  they  have 
hitherto  cherished  for  him,  from  characterizing  the 
charge  as,  in  that  event,  it  will  deserve  to  be  consi- 
dered.” 

So  tilings  stand  at  present — and  their  condition  has 
been  rendered  such  that,  we  suppose,  they  cannot 
well  stop  where  they  are.  If  these  declarations  have 
been  made  by  Gen.  Jackson,  lie  will  not  suffer  them 
to  remain  impeached,  but  come  forward  and  sustain 
them — if,  on  the  other  band,  he  lias  been  misrepre- 
sented or  misunderstood,  be,  doubtless  will  say  so.  It 
would  seem  to  us  that  the  affair  has  reached  a point 
whereat  one  or  the  other  is  due  to  the  public  intelli- 
gence and  public  reason. 

Letter  from  Beverly  Carter  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Virginia,  Middlesex  county,  Urbana,  8th  Feb.  1842. 

Dear  sir:  It  will  be  no  doubt  a matter  of  some 
astonishment  to  you,  in  receiving  from  me  the  pre- 
sent address.  I will  not  preface  it  with  any  kind  of 
apology,  because  in  doing  it,  I justify  my  mind  in  the 
discharge  of  an  act  of  conscience  and  a duty,  that  I 
feel  the  utmost  pleasure  in  performing. 

Although  the  time  is  quite,  far  gone  since  I became 
very  innocently  instrumental  in  circulating  through- 
out the  country  a very  great  attack  upon  your  char- 
acter and  virtue  as  a gentleman,  and  certainly  a very 


heavy  one  as  a public  man,  I feel  exceedingly  desi- 
rous to  relieve  you,  as  far  as  I can,  from  the  slander, 
and  my  own  feelings  from  the  severe  compunction 
that  is  within  me,  of  having  been,  though  neither  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  your  personal  accuser;  yet,  that 
I was  drawn  indiscreetly  into  the  representation  of 
an  attack  upon  you. 

It  is  altogether  unnecessary  to  enter  into  the  mi- 
nute circumstances,  at  so  distant  a period,  of  how 
it  happened  and  the  particulars  of  it  all.  The  pub- 
lic were  at  the  time  sufficiently  informed  whv,  and 
wherefore,  I became  the  relater  of  the  assaults,  to 
which  I specially  allude. 

I did  not  solicit  the  account  that  gave  the  gross 
abominable  scandal  of  you,  but  merely  asked  if  it 
was,  or  could  possibly  be  true;  I had  long  before 
heard  of  it,  and  was  at  the  seat  of  government, 
when  it  was  represented  to  have  occurred.  The  rea- 
son of  my  having  mentioned  it,  upon  which  the  an- 
swer was  given  to  me,  was  that  1 thought  it  an  infi- 
nite scandal  upon  the  country  if  true;  and  if  not 
true,  it  would  give  you  a fair  opportunity  of  excul- 
pating yourself.  I had  therefore,  two  objects  in 
view,  which  are  easily  seen;  and,  from  either  or  both, 
I conceive  that  I ought  to  be  exonerated,  at  least 
from  any  design  to  do  you  injustice.  Imagine  your- 
self what  motives  I could  possibly  have  had  to  injure 
you,  a gentleman  with  whom  I had  no  difference, 
with  whom  I had  been  variously  acquainted,  and  tho’ 
never  intimately  so,  yet  there  was  always  an  urbani- 
ty and  an  interchange  of  civilities  between  us,  that 
never  failed  to  make  quite,  a favorable  impression 
upon  me,  and  if  it  was  not  reciprocal,  it  was  my  mis- 
fortune. To  strew  difficulty  in  your  way  with  de- 
sign, was  utterly  improbable  at  least.  You,  a distin- 
guished man  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  what  advan- 
tage could  I have  expected  from  a derision  of  you? 
Surely  it  was  very  improbable.  I most  assuredly 
and  most  certainly  never  entertained  the  smallest 
prejudice  or  unfavorable  idea  of  you.  until  the  af- 
fair of  the  Fayetteville  letter,  that  appeared  under 
my  signature;  upon  which,  was  founded,  1 am  quite 
sorry  to  say,  the  charge  which  galloped  through  the 
union  against  you. 

Your  memorable  pamphlet,  and  some  letters  that 
came  out  in  your  defence,  were  entirely  expressive  of 
the  whole  transaction;  and  although  I thought  at  the 
time,  that  you  had  not  properly  conceived  me,  I stu- 
diously forebore  to  say  more  than  had  been  express- 
ed in  my  correspondence  at  Wheeling,  which  Mr. 
Noah  gave. 

My  entire  object  now  is,  a desire  I have  to  be  ex- 
onerated from  the  belief  of  any  special  design  to  in- 
jure you;  for  I again  declare,  that  I never  felt  the 
smallest  degree  of  unkindness  towards  you,  other 
than  what  was  at  the  time,  impressed  upon  rnc,  by 
what  had  been  communicated.  I have  never  since 
the  affair,  fallen  in  company  with  you  but  once;  and 
that  was  for  a moment  only,  and  it  look  place  in  the 
hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  when  a ballot 
was  going  on,  for  a public  printer — I was  standing 
alongside  of  Governor  Branch,  then  a senator  of  the 
United  States,  when  you  passed  on  at  my  back,  and 
without  perceiving  who  I was,  before  you  got  up  to 
us,  you  asked,  how  the  ballot  had  gone;  Mr.  Branch 
had  not  attended  to  it,  and  I had  just  taken  it  down 
with  a pencil — I handed  to  you  the  paper,  and  after 
looking  at  it,  you  returned  it,  bowed,  and  passed  on. 
Mr.  Branch  then  asked  me,  if  that  was  the  first  time 
you  and  I had  met  since  the  aff  air  of  the  Fayetteville 
letter — I said  yes;  the  matter  then  vanished,  and  I 
have  never  met  with  you  since. 

This  letter  is  intended  to  show  you  that  the  long 
lapse  of  time,  and  the  many  growing  circumstances 
of  the  country  and  government,  have  long  ago  con- 
vinced me  that  the  very  greatest  injustice  was  done 
you  in  the  charge  made.  I had,  too,  an  opportunity 
lately  of  reading  over  very  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately a file  of  newspapers  containing  the  whole  affair, 
and  carefully  di'ated  upon  it.  Mr.  Buchanan,  who 
was  represented  to  be  your  accuser,  exhibited  no 
proof  whatever  against  you;  and  he  even  denied 
having  ever  made  the  charge  upon  you.  I have  dis- 
charged my  mind  in  addressing  myself  so  fully  to  you, 
and  can  only  add  that,  if  a publication  of  this  letter 
can  render  you  any  essential  service,  (though  I do  not 
deserve  it),  you  have  full  liberty  from  me  to  let  the 
public  see  it. 

One  circumstance,  I beg  to  assure  you  of,  that 
whatever  my  verbal  and  written  expressions  of  you 
were,  (and  I suppose  I must  have  given  much  scope 
to  both,  though  1 recollect,  now,  nothing  of  what  I 
did  say),  1 again  say  that  1 am  most  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  you  were  most  untruthfully,  and  there- 
fore, unjustly  treated,  for  I have  never  seen  any  evi- 
dence to  substantiate  at  all  Ihe  charge. 

Before  I take  final  leave  of  you,  (as  it  may  be,  and 
very  likely  will  be,  the  last  time  that  any  intercourse 
will  take  place  between  us),  I must  be  allowed  to 
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make  a few  more  observations,  though  I am  quite  sensi- 
ble that  my  letter  has  already  exceeded  the  proper  li- 
mit; yet  1 hazard,  with  a gentleman  of  liberality,  no- 
thing, I am  sure,  in  asking  a little  further  indulgence. 
From  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and  the  peculiar  state 
of  things,  it  is  presumable  that  you  are  to  be  the  whig 
candidate  for  the  next  election  of  president  of  the 
United  States.  You  have,  I am  sure,  too  high  re- 
spect for  public  opinion,  as  you  have  loo  much  vene- 
ration for  the  high  dignity  of  that  situation,  to  be  neg- 
ligent of  it. 

The  greatest  objection  that  has  been  yet  started 
against  you  for  that  high  post,  I am  concerned  to  say, 
hinges  upon  the  old  affair — which  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  this  letter;  and,  I am  sure,  as  far  as  I bore 
any  influence,  or  the  representation  I made  against 
you,  I sincerely  hope  will  be  perfectly  removed  by 
what  1 have  already  expressed  to  you.  I know  a 
great  many  most  respectable,  independent,  high- 
minded  politicians  of  the  country,  now  extending  to 
a great  distance  in  the  union,  that  would  have  sup- 
ported you  through  the  thickest  vapour  that  has  hi- 
therto cast  a blind  upon  the  nation,  but  for  the  cir- 
cumstances referred  to.  It  can  surely  be  now  no 
longer  a matter  of  doubt  upon  their  minds;  for  he 
who  was  generally  believed  to  be  the  circulator  of 
the  egregious  slander  against  you,  hereby  revokes  his 
belief  of  it,  and  unequivocally  declares  that  it  is  un- 
proved, and  stands  utterly  unsupported  to  this  time, 
a period  of  15  or  16  years.  But,  like  all  spirited 
malevolence,  it  will  be  still  said  by  some,  that,  even 
in  this  explanation  I have  given  you  of  the  part  I 
bore  in  it,  there  is  an  understanding  between  us,  and 
that  it  is  all  designed  for  political  effect.  You  and 
I can  most  readily  meet  the  charge,  I am  sure.  I 
have  had  no  intercourse  or  interview  (as  is  expressed 
in  my  letter)  with  you  for  at  least  ten  or  eleven 
years — and  there  has  been  no  sort  of  interchange  be- 
tween us. 

But  you  and  I have  become  old  enough  to  expect 
all  such  matters  to  arrive,  and  are  therefore  pre- 
pared, I dare  say,  for  the  coming  of  them.  Then, 
let  it  be  so — I am  sure  we  shall  neither  of  us  re- 
gard it. 

I sincerely  wish  you  health  and  happiness,  and  re- 
main, dear  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obd’t  serv’t, 
CARTER  BEVERLY. 

To  the  hon.  Henry  Clay. 
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MR.  WEBSTER  TO  MR.  EVERETT. 

Department  of  stale,  Jan.  29th,  1842. 
Edward  Everett,  esq.  &fc.  &;c. 

Sir:  I regret  to  be  obliged  to  acquaint  you  with  a 
very  serious  occurrence,  which  recently  took  place 
in  a port  of  one  of  the  Bahama  islands. 

It  appears  that  the  bring  “Creole,”  of  Richmond, 
Virginia,  Insor,  master,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  sailed 
from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  27th  of  October  last, 
with  a cargo  of  merchandise,  principally  tobacco, 
and  slaves,  (about  135  in  number);  that  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  7th  of  November  some  of  the  slaves  rose 
upon  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  murdered  a passenger, 
named  Hewell,  who  owned  some  of  the  negroes, 
wounded  the  captain  dangerously,  and  the  first  mate 
and  two  of  ttie  crew  severely;  that  the  slaves  soon 
obtained  complete  possession  of  the  hrig,  which  un- 
der their  direction  was  taken  into  the  port  of  Nassau, 
in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  where  she  arrived 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  the  same  month;  that 
at  the  request  of  the  American  consul  in  that  place 
the  governor  ordered  a guard  on  board,  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  mutineers,  and  with  a view  to  an 
investigation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that 
such  investigation  was  accordingly  made  by  two 
British  magistrates,  and  that  an  examination  also 
took  place  by  the  consul;  that  on  the  report  of  the 
magistrates,  nineteen  of  the  slaves  were  imprisoned 
by  the  local  authorities  as  having  been  concerned  in 
the  mutiny  and  murder,  and  their  surrender  to  the 
consul,  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  for  trial  for 
these  crimes,  was  refused,  on  the  ground  that  the 
governor  wished  first  to  communicate  with  the  go- 
vernment in  England  on  the  subject;  that  through  the 
interference  of  the  colonial  authorities,  and  even  be- 
fore the  military  guard  was  removed,  the  greater 
number  of  the  remaining  slaves  were  liberated,  and 
encouraged  to  go  beyond  the  power  of  the  master  of 
the  vessel,  or  the  American  consul,  by  proceedings 
which  neither  of  them  could  control.  This  is  the 
substance  of  the  case,  as  stated  in  two  protests,  one 
made  at  Nassau  and  one  at  New  Orleans,  and  the 
consul’s  letters,  together  with  sundry  depositions  taken 
by  him,  copies  of  all  which  papers  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

The  British,  government  cannot  but  see  that  this 
case,  as  presented  in  these  papers,  is  one  calling 
loudly  for  redress.  The  “Creole”  was  passing  from 


one  port  of  the  United  States  to  another,  in  a voyage 
perfectly  lawful,  with  merchandise  on  board,  and 
also  with  slaves,  or  persons  bound  to  service,  natives 
of  America,  and  belonging  to  American  citizens,  and 
which  arc  recognised  as  property  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  in  those  states  in  which  slavery  ex- 
ists. In  the  course  of  the  voyage  some  of  the  slaves 
rose  upon  the  master  and  crew,  subdued  them,  mur- 
dered one  man,  and  caused  the  vessel  to  be  carried 
into  Nassau.  The  vessel  was  thus  taken  to  a British 
port,  not  voluntarily,  by  those  who  had  the  lawful 
authority  over  her,  but  forcibly  and  violently,  against 
the  master's  will,  and  with  the  consent  of  nobody  but 
the  mutineers  and  murderers:  for  there  is  no  evidence 
that  these  outrages  were  committed  with  the  concur- 
rence of  any  of  the  slaves,  except  those  actually  en- 
gaged in  them.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  plain  and  obvious  duty  of  the 
authorities  at  Nassau,  the  port  of  a friendly  power, 
to  assist  the  American  consul  in  putting  an  end  to 
the  captivity  of  the  master  and  crew,  restoring  to 
them  the  control  of  the  vessel,  and  enabling  them  to 
resume  their  voyage,  and  to  take  the  mutineers  and 
murderers  to  their  own  country  to  answer  for  their 
crimes  before  the  proper  tribunal.  One  cannot  con- 
ceive how  any  other  course  could  justly  be  adopted, 
or  how  the  duties  imposed  by  that  part  of  the  code 
regulating  the  intercourse  of  friendly  states,  which 
is  generally  called  the  comity  of  nations,  could  other- 
wise be  fulfilled.  Here  was  no  violation  of  British 
law  attempted  to  intended  on  the  part  of  the  master 
of  the  “Creole,  nor  any  infringementof  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations.  The  vessel  was  lawfully  en- 
gaged in  passing  from  port  to  port,  in  the  United 
States.  By  violence  and  crime  she  was  carried, 
against  the  master’s  will,  out  of  her  course,  into  the 
port  of  a friendly  power.  All  was  the  result  of 
force.  Certainly,  ordinary  comity  and  hospitality 
entitled  him  to  such  assistance  from  the  authorities 
of  the  place  as  should  enable  him  to  resume  and  pro- 
secute his  voyage  and  bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 
But,  instead  of  this,  if  the  facts  be  as  represented  in 
these  papers,  not  only  did  the  authorities  give  no  aid 
for  any  such  purpose,  but  they  did  actually  interfere 
to  set  free  the  slaves,  and  to  enable  them  to  disperse 
themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  the  master  of  the 
vessel  or  their  owners.  A proceeding  like  this  can- 
not but  cause  deep  feeling  in  the  United  States.  It 
has  been  my  purpose  to  write  you  at  length  upon  this 
subject,  in  order  that  you  might  lay  before  the  go- 
vernment  of  her  mnjoatj  fulij,  anil  without  roa^ttc, 
the  views  entertained  upon  it  by  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  grounds  on  which  those  views  are 
taken.  But  the  early  return  of  the  packet  precludes 
the  opportunity  of  going  thus  into  the  case  in  this 
despatch;  and  as  Lord  Ashburton  may  shortly  be  ex- 
pected here,  it  may  be  better  to  enter  fully  into  it 
with  him,  if  his  powers  shall  be  broad  enough  to 
embrace  it.  Some  knowledge  of  the  case  will  have 
reached  England  before  his  departure,  and  very  pro- 
bably his  government  may  have  given  him  instruc- 
tions. But  I request,  nevertheless,  that  you  lose  no 
time  in  calling  Lord  Aberdeen’s  attention  to  it  in  a 
general  manner,  and  giving  him  a narrative  of  the 
transaction,  such  as  may  be  framed  from  the  papers 
now-communicated,  with  a distinct  declaration  that  if 
the  facts  turn  out  as  stated,  1 his  government  think  it 
a clear  case  for  indemnification. 

You  will  see  that  in  his  letter  of  the  7th  January, 
1937,  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  respecting  the  claim  for  com- 
pensation in  the  cases  of  the  “Comet,”  “Encomium,” 
and  “Enterprise,”  Lord  Palmerston  says  that  “bis 
majesty’s  government  is  of  opinion  that  the  rule  by 
which  these  claims  should  be  decided,  is,  that  those 
claimants  must  be  considered  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion who  were  lawfully  in  possession  of  their  slaves 
within  the  British  territory,  and  who  were  disturbed 
in  their  legal  possession  of  those  slaves  by  functiona- 
ries of  the  British  government.”  This  admission  is 
broad  enough  to  cover  the  case  of  the  Creole,  if  its 
circumstances  are  correctly  stated.  But  it  docs  not 
extend  to  what  we  consider  the  true  doctrine,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations;  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  acquiesced  in  as  the  exactly  correct 
general  rule.  It  appears  to  this  government  that  not 
only  is  no  unfriendly  interference  by  the  local  autho- 
rities to  be  allowed,  but  that  aid  and  succor  should  be 
extended  in  these,  as  in  other  cases  which  may  arise, 
affecting  the  interests  of  citizens  of  friendly  states. 

We  know  no  ground  on  which  it  is  just  to  say  that 
these  colored  people  had  come  within,  and  were  with- 
in, British  territory,  in  such  sense  as  that  the  laws 
of  England  affecting  and  regulating  the  conditions  of 
persons  could  properly  act  upon  them.  As  has  been 
already  said,  they  were  not  there  voluntarily;  no  hu- 
man being  belonging  to  the  vessei  was  within  British 
territory  of  his  own  accord,  except  the  mutineers. — 
There  ueing  no  importation,  nor  intent  of  importa- 
tion, what  right  had  the  British  authorities  to  inquire 
into  thccarg(*of  the  vessel,  or  the  condition  of  per- 


sons on  board?  These  persons  might  be  slaves  for 
life;  they  might  be  slaves  for  a term  of  years,  under 
a system  of  apprenticeship;  they  might  be  bound  to 
service  by  their  own  voluntary  act;  they  might  be  in 
confinement  for  crimes  committed;  they  might  be 
prisoners  of  war;  or  they  might  be  free.  How  could 
the  British  authorities  look  into  and  decide  any  of 
these  questions?  Or,  indeed,  what  duty  or  power, 
according  to  the  principles  of  national  intercourse, 
had  they  to  inquire  at  all?  If,  indeed,  without  un- 
friendly interference,  and  notwithstanding  the  fulfil- 
ment of  all  their  duties  of  comity  and  assistance,  by 
these  authorities,  the  master  of  the  vessel  could  not 
retain  the  persons,  nor  prevent  their  escape,  then  it 
would  be  a different  question  altogether,  whether  re- 
sort could  be  had  to  British  tribunals,  or  the  power 
of  the  government  in  any  of  its  branches,  to  compel 
their  apprehension  and  restoration.  No  one  com- 
plains that  English  law  shall  decide  the  condition  of 
all  persons  actually  incorporated  with  British  popu- 
lation, unless  there  be  treaty  stipulation  making  other 
provision  for  special  cases.  But  in  the  case  of  the 
“Creole”  the  colored  persons  were  still  on  board  an 
American  vessel,  that  vessel  having  been  forcibly  put 
out  of  the  course  of  her  voyage  by  mutiny;  the  mas- 
ter desiring  still  to  resume  it,  and  calling  upon  the 
consul  of  his  government  resident  at  the  place  and 
upon  the  local  authorities  to  enable  him  so  to  do,  by 
freeing  him  from  the  imprisonment  to  which  mutiny 
and  murder  had  subjected  him,  and  furnishing  him 
with  such  necessary  aid  and  assistance  as  are  usual 
in  ordinary  cases  of  disaster  at  sea.  These  persons, 
then,  cannot  be  regarded  as  being  mixed  with  the 
British  people,  or  as  having  changed  their  character 
at  all,  either  in  regard  to  country  or  personal  condi- 
tion. It  was  no  more  than  just  to  consider  the  ves- 
sel as  still  on  her  voyage,  and  entitled  to  the  succor 
due  to  other  cases  of  distress,  whether  arising  from 
accident  or  outrage.  And  that  no  other  view  of  the 
subject  can  be  true  is  evident  from  the  very  awk- 
ward position  in  which  the  local  authorities  have 
placed  their  government  in  respect  to  the  mutineers 
still  held  in  imprisonment.  What  is  to  be  done  with 
them?  How  are  they  to  be  punished?  The  English 
government  will  probably  not  undertake  their  trial  or 
punishment;  and  of  what  use  would  it  be  to  send 
them  to  the  United  Slates,  separated  from  their  ship, 
and  at  a period  so  late  as  that,  if  they  should  be  sent, 
before  proceedings  could  be  instituted  against  them 
the  witnesses  might  be  scattered  over  half  the  globe. 

Ono  ,xf  * lio  K ig;L  *->-?*  offoMooo  lvu  v VT  11  lu  human  la  vv  in 

thus  likely  to  go  altogether  unpunished. 

In  the  note  of  Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson, 
above  referred  to,  his  lordship  said  “that,  slavery  be- 
ing now  abolished  throughout  the  British  empire, 
there  can  be  no  well-founded  claim  for  compensation 
in  respect  of  slaves  who,  under  any  circumstances, 
may  come  into  the  British  colonies,  any  more  than 
there  would  be  with  respect  to  slaves  who  might  be 
brought  into  the  kingdom.”  I have  only  to  remark 
upon  tiiis  that-  the  government  of  the  United  States 
sees  no  ground  for  any  distinction  founded  on  an  al 
teration  of  British  law  in  the  colonics.  We  do  not 
consider  that  the  question  depends  at  all  on  the  state 
of  British  law.  It  is  not  that  in  such  cases  the  active 
agency  of  British  law  is  invoked  and  refused;  it  is, 
that  unfriendly  interference  is  deprecated,  and  those 
good  offices  and  friendly  assistances  expected  which 
a government  usually  affords  to  citizens  of  a friendly 
power  when  instances  occur  of  disaster  and  distress. 
All  that  the  United  Stales  require,  in  these  cases, 
they  would  expect  in  the  ports  of  England,  as  well  as 
in  those  of  her  colonies.  Surely,  the  influence  of  lo- 
cal law  cannot  affect  the  relations  of  nations  in  any 
such  matter  as  this.  Suppose  an  American  vessel, 
with  slaves  lawfully  on  board,  were  to  be  captured  by 
a British  cruiser,  as  belonging  to  some  belligerent, 
while  the  United  States  were  at  peace;  suppose  such 
prize  carried  into  England,  and  the  neutrality  of  the 
vessel  fully  made  out  in  the  proceedings  in  admiral- 
ty, and  a restoration  consequently  decreed — in  such 
case,  must  not  the  slaves  be  restored  exactly  in  the 
condition  in  which  they  were  when  the  capture  was 
made?  Would  any  one  contend  that  the  factof  their 
having  been  carried  into  England  by  force  set  them 
free? 

No  alteration  of  her  own  local  laws  can  either  in- 
crease or  diminish,  or  any  way  affect,  the  duty  of  the 
English  government  and  its  colonial  authorities  in 
such  cases,  as  such  duty  exists  according  to  the  law, 
the  comity,  and  the  usages  of  nations.  The  persons 
on  board  the  “Creole”  could  only  have  been  regard- 
ed as  Americans  passing  from  one  part  of  the  United 
States  to  another,  within  the  reach  of  British  autho- 
rity only  for  the  moment,  and  this  only  by  force  and 
violence.  To  seek  to  give  either  to  persons  or  pro- 
perty thus  brought  within  reach  an  English  charac- 
ter, or  ta  impart  to  either  English  privileges,  or  to 
subject  eitlier  to  English  burdens  or  liabilities,  can- 
not, in  the  opinion  of  the  government  of  the  United 
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States,  be  justified.  Suppose  that  by  the  law  of 
England  all  blacks  were  slaves,  and  incapable  of  any 
other  condition;  if  persons  of  that  color,  free  in  the 
United  States,  should,  in  attempting  to  pass  from  one 
port  to  another  in  their  own  country,  be  thrown  by 
stress  of  weather  within  British  jurisdiction,  and 
there  detained  for  an  hour  or  a day,  would  it  be  rea- 
sonable that  British  authority  should  be  made  to  act 
upon  their  condition,  and  to  make  them  slaves?  Or 
suppose  that  an  article  of  merchandise,  opium  for  in- 
stance, should  be  declared  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  be  a nuisance,  a poison,  a thing  in  which  no 
property  could  lawfully  exist  or  be  asserted;  and  sup- 
pose that  an  English  ship  with  such  a cargo  on 
board, 'bound  from  one  English  port  to  another,  should 
be  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  by  mutiny  of  the 
crew,  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  would  it  be 
held  just  and  reasonable  that  such  cargo  should  re- 
ceive its  character  from  American  law, and  be  thrown 
overboard  and  destroyed  by  the  American  authori- 
ties? It  is  in  vain  that  any  attempt  is  made  to  an- 
swer these  suggestions  by  appealing  to  general  prin- 
ciples of  humanity.  This  is  a point  in  regard  to 
which  nations  must  be  permitted  to  act  upon  different 
views,  if  they  entertain  different  views,  under  their 
actually  existing  condition,  and  yet  hold  commercial 
intercourse  with  one  another,  or  not  hold  any  such 
intercourse  at  all.  It  may  be  added,  that  all  attempts 
by  the  government  of  one  nation  to  force  the  influ- 
ence of  its  laws  on  that  of  another,  for  any  object 
whatever,  generally  defeat  their  own  purposes,  by 
producing  dissatisfaction,  resentment  and  exaspera- 
tion. Better  is  it,  far  better  in  all  respects,  that  each 
nation  should  be  left  without  interference  or  annoy- 
ance, direct  or  indirect,  to  its  undoubted  right  of  ex- 
ercising its  own  judgment  in  regard  to  all  things  be- 
longing to  its  domestic  interests  and  domestic  duties. 

There  are  two  general  considerations,  of  the  high- 
est practical  importance,  to  which  you  will,  in  the 
proper  manner,  invite  the  attention  of  her  majesty’s 
government. 

The  first  is,  that,  as  civilization  lias  made  progress 
in  the  world,  the  intercourse  of  nations  has  become 
more  ,and  more  independent  of  different  forms  of  go- 
vernment and  different  systems  of  law  and  religion.  I 
It  is  not  now,  as  it  was  in  ancient  times,  that  every  I 
foreigner  is  considered  as  therefore  an  enemy;  and  i 
that,  as  soon  as  he  comes  into  the  country,  he  may 
be  lawfully  treated  as  a slave;  nor  is  the  modern  in- 
tercourse of  states  carried  on  mainly,  or  at  all,  iur 
the  purpose  of  imposing,  by  one  nation  on  another, 
new  forms  of  civil  government,  new  rules  of  pro- 
perty, or  new  niodes  of  domestic  regulation.  The 
great  communities  ot  the  worm  are  regarded  as 
wholly  independent,  each  entitled  to  maintain  its 
own  system  of  law  and  government,  while  all,  in 
their  mutual  intercourse,  are  understood  to  submit  to 
the  established  rules  and  principles  governing  such 
intercourse.  And  the  perfecting  of  this  system  of 
communication  among  nations  requires  the  strictest 
application  of  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention  of 
any  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  others. 

The  other  is,  that  the  United  States  and  England, 
now  by  far  the  two  greatest  commercial  nations  in 
the  world,  touch  each  other  both  by  sea  and  land  at 
almost  innumerable  points,  and  with  systems  of  ge- 
neral jurisprudence  essentially  alike,  yet  differing  in 
the  forms  of  their  government  and  in  their  laws  re- 


specting personal  servitude;  and  that  so  widely  does 
this  last  mentioned  difference  extend  its  influence, 
that  without  the  exercise  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the 
doctrine  of  non-interference  and  mutual  abstinence 
from  any  thing  affecting  each  other’s  domestic  regu- 
lations, the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  and  therefore 
the  peace  of  the  world,  always  will  be  in  danger. 

The  Bahamas  (British  possessions)  push  them- 
selves near  to  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and 
thus  lie  almost  directly  in  the  (rack  of  that  great 
part  of  their  coastwise  traffic,  which,  doubling  the 
Cape  of  Florida,  connects  the  cities  of  the  Atlantic 
with  the  ports  and  harbors  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  the  great  commercial  emporium  on  the  Missis- 
sippi- The  seas  in  which  these  British  possessions 
are  situated,  are  seas  of  shallow  waters,  full  of  reefs 
and  bars,  subject  to  violent  action  of  the  winds,  and 
to  the  agitations  caused  by  the  gulf  stream.  They 
must  always,  therefore,  be  of  dangerous  navigation, 
and  accidents  must  be  expected  frequently  to  occur, 
such  as  will  cause  American  vessels  to  he  wrecked 
on  British  islands,  or  compel  them  to  seek  shelter  in 
British  ports.  It  is  quite  essential  that  the  manner 
in  which  such  vessels,  their  crews,  and  cargoes,  in 
whatever  such  cargoes  consist,  are  to  be  treated,  in 
these  cases  of  misfortune  and  distress,  should  be 
clearly  and  fully  known. 

You  are  acquainted  with  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  a few  years  ago,  between  the  American 
and  English  governments,  respecting  the  cases  of  the 
Enterprise,  the  Comet,  and  the  Encomium.  I call 
your  attention  to  the  journal  of  the  senate  of  the 


United  States,  containing  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  by  that  body  respecting  those  cases.  These 
resolutions,  I believe,  have  already  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  her  majesty’s  government,  but  it  may 
be  well  that  both  the  resolutions  themselves  and  the  i 
debates  upon  them  should  he  again  adverted  to.  You 
will  find  the  resolutions,  of  course,  among  the  docu-  ' 
ments  regularly  transmitted  to  the  legation,  and  the  . 
debates  in  the  newspapers  with  which  it  has  been  j 
supplied  from  this  department. 

You  will  avail  yourself  of  an  early  opportunity  of  i 
communicating  to  lord  Aberdeen,  in  the  manner 
which  you  may  deem  most  expedient,  the  substance 
of  this  despatch;  and  you  will  receive  further  in-  ! 
structions  respecting  the  case  of  the  Creole,  unless 
it  shall  become  the  subject  of  discussion  at  Washing-  1 
ton. 

In  all  your  communications  with  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment, you  will  seek  to  impress  it  with  a full 
conviction  of  the  dangerous  importance  to  the  peace 
of  the  two  countries  of  occurrences  of  this  kind,  and 
the  delicate  nature  of  the  questions  to  which  they 
give  rise. 
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Report  presented  by  Mr.  Cushing,  chairman  of 

THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ON  THE  CURRENCY. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  message  of  the  president  as  relales  to 
the  plan  of  finance  therein  recommended  to  con- 
gress, as  also  the  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  accompanied  by  a draft  of  a bill  for  the 
establishment  of  a board  of  exchequer  at  the  seat  of 
government — report,  in  part — 

The  committee  have  bestowed,  on  the  subjects 
committed  to  them,  all  the  deliberation  and  anxious 
consideration,  which  the  importance  of  those  subjects 
demands. 

It  became  their  duty  to  inquire  as  to  the  wisest 
and  best  method  of  keeping  the  public  moneys  of  the. 
Uniied  States;  the  material  in  which  the  same  should 
be  collected  and  disbursed,  and  the  power  and  obli- 
gation of  the  federal  government  in  regard  to  the 
currency  and  exchanges  of  the  union. 

They  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  this  duly  at  a 
period,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  magnitude  and 
pressure  of  the  public  debts  of  many  of  the  states  of 
the  union,  the  condition  of  their  banking  institutions, 
and  other  causes,  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  a 
large  part  of  the  United  States  were  involved  in  ca- 
lamilnnc  ct  a parlor! , when  the  pecuniary 

disasters  of  the  country — the  extreme  differences  so 
long  existing  among  eminent  statesmen  as  to  the  na- 
ture and  causes  of  those  disasters  and  the  proper  re- 
medy for  them — and  the  uncertainty  and  instability 
of  the  federal  government — had  conspired  to  render 
a sort  of  anarchy  of  opinion  characteristic  of  the 
times. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  felt 
themselves  called  on  by  the  highest  claims  of  patriot- 
ism and  of  honor,  to  endeavor  to  look  steadily  and 
calmly  at  the  facts  surrounding  .them — to  emancipate 
their  minds,  so  far  as  possible,  from  the  dominion 
of  all  pre-conceived  opinions— -to  bring  the  solution 
of  the  great  questions  before  them  the  benefit  at 
least  of  uncommitted  judgments  and  unshackled  free- 
dom of  decision — to  inquire,  not  merely  what  might 
he  best  in  the  past  and  present  view  of  each,  but  also 
what  was  the  best  of  things  now  practicable;  and 
having  thus- without  fear  or  favor,  fully  discharged 
their  own  duty  to  their  country  and  themselves,  to 
submit,  unhesitatingly,  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions to  the  candor  and  wisdom  of  the  house. 

They  were  more  strongly  impelled  to  the  adoption 
of  these  principles  of  action,  in  consideration,  that 
the  duty  they  were  to  perform  was  one  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  command  of  the  house,  not  sought  nor 
desired  by  themselves;  and  that,  under  subsisting  po- 
litical relations,  for  the  success  of  any  measure  they 
might  propose,  they  must,  of  necessity,  rely  on  its 
intrinsic  propriety  and  the  impartial  sense  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States. empowers 
congress  “to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  and  imposts 
and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  welfare, of  the  United  States.” 
And  it  recognises  the  existence  of  “the  treasury  of 
the  United  States.  But  it  does  not  prescribe  Ihe 
organization  of  that  treasury,  nor  set  forth  the  mode 
in  which  its  personnel  shall  be  constituted,  or  its  bu- 
siness transacted,  otherwise  than  as  it  provides  that 
the  president,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the.  se- 
nate, shall  appoint  the  principal  officers  of  the  U. 
States.  But  the  constitution  further  provides  that 
congress  shall  have  .power  to, make  all  .lavs 
sary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution”  ail, oilier 
powers  vested  by  it  in  the-  federal  government.  And 
under  these  constitutional  provisions  is  the  treasury 


of  the  United  States  to  be  organized  by  legislation, 
and  its  concerns  conducted;  the  president  being  em- 
powered and  enjoined  to  “lake  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed.” 

Besides  this,  congress  has  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations  and  among  ihe  several 
states;”  power  to  “coin  money,  regulate  the  value 
thereof  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  to  fix  the^tandard  of 
weights  and  measures,”  and  power  “to  borrow  mo- 
ney on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.” 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  while  conferring  these 
powers  on  the  federal  government,  the  states  have 
expressly  forbidden  to  themselves  and  to  each  other 
to  emit  bills  of  credit,  to  make  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver  coin  a tender  in  payment  of  debts,  or  to 
pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts. 

By  the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  department, 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  September,  1789,  it  was 
provided  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to 
receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States, 

; and  to  disburse  the  same  upon  warrants  drawn  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  but  the  plan  and  mode 
j of  so  keeping  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  were 
j not  specifically  prescribed;  unlimited  scope  of  choice 
I being  left  to  the  treasurer  in  this  respect,  subject  al- 
! ways  to  the  authority  of  the  president,  to  see  to  the 
1 due  execution  of  the  laws,  and  in  his  executive  ca- 
| parity  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  government. 

Under  these  provisions  of  law  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  federal  government,  as  now  constituted,  com- 
menced, and  so  proceeded  until  the  25th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1791,  when  the  hank  of  the  Uniied  States  was  in- 
corporated for  a period  of  twenty  years. 

Prior  to  which,  there  existed  in  the  United  States 
three  incorporated  banks,  namely — that  of  North 
America,  in  Philadelphia;  that  of  New  York,  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  aud  that  of  Massachusetts,  in  Bos- 
ton; all  of  them  established  before  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  Each  of  these  banks  was  a state  cor- 
poration; for,  though  the  Bank  of  North  America 
was  originally  established  by  congress  in  1791;  yet  it 
had  since  accepted  and  now  acted  under  a charter 
from  Pennsylvania. 

These  banks  it  was  thought  were  unfit.,  or  incom- 
petent, to  perform  the  fiscal  business  ot  the  govern- 
ment; besides  which,  they  could  not  absorb  any 
amount  of  the  public,  debt",  nor  be  relied  on  for  ad- 
vances of  money  to  the  United  States. 

The  incorporation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
originated  in  an  order  of  congress  calling  on  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  prepare  and  report  a pro- 
per plan  for  establishing  the  public  credit;  in  obedi- 
ence to  which,  the  secretary  presented  two  reports; 
in  one  of  them,  recommending  that  t lie  public  debt 
be  funded,  and  additional  taxes  raised  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  it;  and,  in  the  other,  recommending  the  in- 
corporation of  a National  Bank  as  being  of  “primary 
importance  to  the  properous  administration  of  the 
finances,”  and  of  the  greatest  utility  in  the  operations 
connected  with  the  support  of  public  credit,”  or  as 
set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  the  act,  “as  tending  to 
give  facility  to  the  obtaining  of  loans  for  the  use  of 
the  government;”  to  which,  in  the  same  preamble, 
was  added  the  further  reason  of  “advantages  to  trade 
and  industry.” 

This  bank  answered  immediately  three  purposes 
of  the  government,  namely:  1.  Of  its  capital  of  ten 
million  dollars,  three-fourths  was  composed  of  fund- 
ed debt;  2.  It  was  made  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  United 
States;  and  3.  Its  votes  were  a legalized  currency, 
being  receivable  in  all  payments  at  the  treasury. 

And  the  system  of  the  government  was  completed 
by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  April,  1792,  establishing  a 
mint,  and  regulating  the  coin  of  the  United  Slates, 
upon  the  basis  of  the  dollar-unit  prescribed  by  the 
continental  congress. 

The  incorporation  of  this  bank  was  resisted  in  the 
outset  on  considerations  of  expediency  and  of  con- 
stitutionality; which  considerations  led  to  the  refusal 
of  congress  to  renew  its  charter.  On  the  expiration 
of  its  charter  it  does  not  appear  (o  have  been  deem- 
ed necessary  or  expedient  to  legislate  further,  either 
as  to  the  means  of  collecting  or  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  public  moneys;  but  this  was  left  to  stand  on  the 
authority  vested  in  the  treasury,  by  the  act  of  1789, 
to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States. 

Meanwhile,  the  number  of  banks,  incorporated  by 
the  several  states,  had  been  increased  previous  to,  or 
at  this  time,  to  one  hundred,  and  in  1812  about  twenty 
more  were  incorporated,  with  an  aggregate  capital 
in  the  whole  of  upwards  of  77,000,009  dollars;  and 
the  business  of  the  treasury  was  conducted  in  their 
notes,  and  by  deposites  with  them.  In  the  progress 
of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  all  the  state  banks 
south  of  New  England  ce.ased  to  pay  coin  lor  their 
bills,  in  1814,  as  the  United  States  bank  would  in  all 
probability  have  done,  if  it  iiad  continued  to  exist,  as 
this  suspension  was  chiefly  in  consequence  oi  ad- 
vances made  by  them  to  the  government;  but  not- 
withstanding the  non-redeemability  of  their  bill?, 
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they  continued,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  be 
received  and  paid  in  the  business  of  the  treasury, 
though  gold  and  silver  coin  was  at  this  time,  by  ex- 
press enactment,  the  only  legal  currency  of  the  U. 
States. 

Under  this  condition  of  things  the  act  of  the  10th 
of  April,  1816.  was  passed,  establishing  the  second 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  primary  inducement  to  the  establishment  of 
this  corporation,  as  stated  by  the  president,  (Mr. 
Madison),  in  the  message,  recommending  it,  was  to 
restore  to  the  community  “a  uniform  national  cur- 
rency;” to  provide  a -‘substitute”  for  coin,  “which 
might  engage  the  conlidence  and  accommodate  the 
wants  of  the  citizens  throughout  the  union,”  until 
the  time  when  the  precious  metals  could  again  he 
rendered  “the  general  medium  of  exchanges.”  The 
same  precise  object  was  dwelt  upon  more  at  length 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  (Mr.  Dallas.) 

The  president,  in  his  message,  indicated  throe 
means  of  providing  a “common  (paper)  medium  of 
circulation,”  namely: — 1.  By  the  hills  of  the  United 
States  banks.  2.  By  a National  Bank;  and,  3.  By  the 
notes  of  the  government. 

In  deciding  for  the  second  of  these  measures  rather 
than  the  third,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  put  his 
decision  simply  on  the  point  that  there  was  no  “ade- 
quate motive,”  that  is,  no  government  exigency  to 
induce  the  use  of  its  credit  as  the  basis  of  a circula- 
tion; expressly  asserting  at  the  same  time  the  power 
of  government  “to  supply  and  maintain  a paper  me- 
dium of  exchange.” 

This  bank,  then,  like  its  predecessor,  furnished  a 
paper  currency  declared  by  law  to  be  receivable  in 
all  payments  at  the  treasury;  it  was  made  the  fiscal 
agent  and  the  depository  of  the  treasury,  and  it  ab- 
sorbed in  its  capital  a portion  of  the  public  debt, 
since  of  the  thirty-five  million  dollars  constituing  its 
stock  only  seven  millions  were  required  to  be  in 
specie,  the  remaining  twenty-one  millions  of  private 
subscription  being  authorised  to  be  in  stock;  as  also 
the  seven  millions  to  be  subscribed  by  government,  j 

In  further  regulation  of  the  currency,  at  the  same  I 
session,  by  an  act  in  the  form  of  a resolution,  passed  ! 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1816,  it  was  provided  that  all] 
duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money  accruing  or 
becoming  payable  to  the  United  Stales,  should  be  j 
collected  and  paid  in  nothing  but  the  legal  currencv  j 
of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  j 
the  United  States  bank,  or  the  notes  of  hanks  payable  j 
and  paid  On  demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  U.  ! 
States. 

And  by  the  combined  action  of  the  government,  [ 
the  United  States  bank,  and  other  causes,  the  batik] 
currency  of  the  country  was  brought  back  to  a specie  ] 
standard. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  legal  term  of  the  charter  I 
of  this  bank  in  1836,  (a  bill  for  its  recharter  having  i 
been  vetoed  by  president  Jackson,  and  the  public  de-  j 
posites  withdrawn  from  it),  the  business  of  the  trea- j 
sury  was  aga'in  transferred  to  tiie  banks  of  the  states,  j 
and  transacted  by  them,  at  first  under  the  general  j 
authority  of  the  act  establishing  the  treasury  depart-  j 
ment,  and  afterwards,  according  to  the  more  specific 
provisions  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  the  23d  of  j 
June,  1836,  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  I 
money. 

Under  the  system  thus  organized,  the  public  re-  I 
venue  on  hand  was  deposited  in  selected  banks,  to  be  ] 
discounted  on  by  them,  with  various  regulations  of 
security;  the  public  funds  were  transferred  by  their 
agency;  their  notes  were  received  and  paid  out  in  the 
dealings  of  the  treasury;  and  they  were  relied  on  to 
conduct  tiie  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  furnish  its 
paper  currency. 

At  this  period,  the  number  of  banks  chartered  by 
the  several  states  had  greatly  increased,  many  being 
created  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  supplying  the  an- 
ticipated vacancy  in  business  by  reason  of  the  refusal j 
of  a new  charter  to  the  United  States  bank;  the  total  j 
number  of  banks  in  operation  in  the  United  Slates] 
being  67G,  with  a capital  of  upwards  of  $324,000,000. 

This  amount  of  capita!  was  greatly  beyond  the  true 
wants  ot  the  country;  much  of  it  was  fictitious;  the 
business  was  altogether  overdone;  excessive  bank  is- 
sues and  overtrading  followed  hand  in  hand;  and  at 
length,  (in  1837),  the  whole  machinery  fell  into 
pieces,  and  a general  suspension  of  cash  payments  by 
all  the  banks  in  the  United  Slates  occurred. 

Thereupon,  the  president,  (Mr.  Van  Buren),  con- 1 
sidering  the  incorporation  of  a National  Bank  uncon- 
stitutional, and  if  constitutional,  yet  unwise,  and 
deeming  the  continued  use  of  the  slate  banks  either 
impracticable  or  inexpedient,  recommended  a radical 
change  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment which,  (with  some  modifications  of  the  original 
plan),  became  the  law  of  the  land  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1840,  by  the  passage  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  money. 


The  principle  of  this  plan  was  the  ultimate  total 
separation  of  the  federal  government  from  all  de- 
pendence on  banks  or  bank  paper  in  the  business  of 
the  treasury.  The  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
and  various  officers  of  the  government  under  him, 
were  required  to  keep  the  public  moneys  in  the  vaults 
of  the  government,  perform  all  the  duties  of  transfer, 
as  well  as  deposite;  and  provision  was  made  for  ex- 
acting immediately  one-fourth  of  all  public  dues  to 
be  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  and  for  the  addition  ot  one- 
fourth  to  that  requisition  yearly,  so  that  on  and  after 
the  expiration  of  three  years,  all  payments  to  the  go- 
vernment should  he  made  in  gold  and  silver  only,  as 
the  sole  and  exclusively  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States. 

This  act  continued  in  force  only  one  year,  being 
repealed  by  tiie  act  of  1841,  which  threw  back  the 
business  of  the  treasury  on  the  provisions  of  the  re- 
solution of  1816,  and  the  original  act  establishing  the 
treasury  department,  where  it  now  stands. 

And  thus,  by  the  vicissitudes  of  opinion  and  of 
party,  and  the  successive,  rejections  of  the  plan  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  that  of  deposite  in  state 
banks  and  of  the  independent  treasury,  congress  is 
invited  and  required  to  examine  the  whole,  subject 
anew,  free  from  all  impediments  of  existing  lav/,  and 
to  settle  it  on  the  principles  of  justice  and  general  ex-  ! 
pediency,  and  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution.  ! 

In  ail  times  and  in  all  countries,  under  every  form  j 
of  institutions  and  every  condition  of  society,  the  | 
same  common  question  of  the  public  revenue — how  j 
best  it  shall  be  collected,  guarded,  and  disbursed;  in 
what  form,  and  on  what  objects  of  taxation  it  shall  \ 
be  levied;  in  what  material  it  shall  be  received  and 
paid  out;  its  custody  in  the  interval  between  the.  time 
of  collecting  and  that  of  disbursement;  its  transmis- 
sion; and  the  description  and  combination  of  agents  or 
officers  by  whom  all  these  operations  shall  bo  per- 
formed— iias  never  ceased  to  be  one  of  the  most  per- 
plexing problems  of  government. 

Every  wise  government,  whatever  may  be  the 
source  or  tenure  of  its  power,  will,  of  course,  in  the 
solution  of  this  problem,  aim  to  reconcile  its  own  in- 
terests with  those  of  the  community  it  governs.  If  it  j 
be  a constitutional  government, established  and  exist-] 
ing  only  by  the  consent  of  the  governed,  itsfunc-j 
tions  are  nothing  hut  a high  trust  to  be  exercised  for  j 
their  advantage.  If  it  be  a despotic  government,! 
holding  its  powers  by  force  or  prescription,  still  its 
own  greatness  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  j 
welfare  anil  prospeiit.y  Uiodo  »iiu»<  a «..j 

the  extent  of  its  own  pecuniary  resources  depends  I 
upon  theirs. 

The  question,  therefore,  becomes  complicated  at 
once,  by  the  duty  government  lies  under,  of  consider- 
ing, not  only  what  is  convenient  for  itself  in  a merely 
fiscal  point  of  view,  but  what,  compatibly  with  that 
great  exigency,  will  most  promote,  or,  at  all  events, 
least  impair  the  productive  industry  and  social  well  j 
being  of  the  community  at  large  in  all  private  rela-  j 
tions.  To  the.  combination  of  these  two  primary  ob- 
jects it  should  look,  in  the  collection  of  its  revenues,  | 
and  to  the  same  in  their  custody,  transmission,  and  ! 
disbursement.  | 

Whatever  course  of  policy  government  may  choose  j 
to  adopt  in  these  respects,  it  must  of  necessity,  as  the  j 
indispensable  condition  precedent  of  any  regular  sys- 
tem of  fiscal  measures,  fix  a money  standard,  or  mea- 
sure of  value,  for  the  regulation  of  all  dealings  be- 
tween itself  and  the  community,  unless  it  receive  ] 
every  thing  in  kind,  and  pay  out  the  same.  Even 
then,  it  must  have  some  sort  of  measure  of  value,  j 
Otherwise  all  taxation  will  be  arbitrary,  unequal  and  j 
oppressive.  It  is  convenient  that  the  standard  of 
value,  between  itself  and  the  community,  shall,  if 
possible,  be  the  same  as  that  between  the  individuals 
of  the  community  themselves  in  their  own  mutual 
dealings.  It  is  moreover,  in  other  relations,  a pro- 
per function  of  government,  for  the  sake  of  unifor- 
mity, for  the  prevention  of  disputes,  and  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  between  man  and  man,  to  prescribe 
the  measure  by  which  the  value  of  property,  the  ex- 
change of  commodities,  and  the  collection  of  debts 
shall  be  regulated.  Unless  thore  be  such  a fixed 
standard  of  value,  the  property  and  the  labor  of  all 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  government  and  of  indi- 
viduals. Hence  the  universal  exercise,  by  all  civiliz- 
ed governments,  of  the  power  to  coin  money,  and  as- 
sign to  it  a standard  denomination  of  value. 

If  it  were  possible  to  discover  or  devise  any  sub- 
stance, or  thing,  of  the  same  unchangeable  quantity 
and  value  at  all  times  and  places,  imperishable,  safe, 
portable,  perfectly  convenient,  indefinitely  divisible, 
and  upon  which  neither  time  nor  man  could  act  to  its 
injury  or  abuse,  that  would  be  the  true  money  stand- 
ard. 

In  The  adoption,  amongst  nearly  all  civilized  na- 
tions, from  the  earliest  periods,  of  gold  and  silver  as 
the  money  standard,  mankind  have  but  selected  that 
which,  hv  the  common  consent  of  all,  approached  the 


nearest  in  its  qualities  to  the  thing  required.  The 
use  of  the  precious  metals  in  this  way  resulted  from 
their  intrinsic  adaptation  to  that  use;  and  govern- 
ments only  added  the  legal  rate  of  value,  and  the 
stamp  or  certificate  of  purity  and  denomination,  for 
convenience  in  counting  and  in  passing  from  hand  to 
hand. 

But  the  precious  metals  themselves,  in  addition  to 
their  uses  for  coin,  are  likewise  whether  coined  or 
uncoined,  a commodity,  or  article  of  production,  con- 
sumption and  merchandise.  Themselves  arc  a part 
of  tiiat  general  property  of  the  community,  of  all  the 
rest  of  which  they  are.  the  measure;  and  they  are  of 
actual  value  different  in  different  places,  according  to 
the  contingencies  of  govern  ment  or  commerce.  Their 
aggregate  quantity  is  subject  to  be  diminished  by  ca- 
sual destruction  or  absorption  in  the  arts  of  manufac- 
ture, or  to  be  dimini  lied  or  augmented  by  the  greater 
or  less  number  or  productiveness  of  mines,  and  thus 
their  aggregate  value  relatively  to  other  commodities  is 
liable  to  perpetual  change.  The  influence  of  these 
facts  upon  prices,  upon  public  affairs,  and  upon  com- 
merce, is  visible  in  all  the  financial  history  of  modern 
times. 

Besides  which,  coin  is  subject  to  debasement,  or  to  be 
made  a lpgal  tender,  at  a rate  exceeding  its  actual 
value,  by  the  abitrary  act  of  the  government,  which 
controls  its  coinage  ai  d prescribes  its  legal  value.  In 
times  when  the  uses  of  a paper  currency  and  of  pub- 
lic stocks  were  not  understood  or  not  practised,  and 
communities,  had  no*  begun  to  resort  to  a paper  sym- 
bol or  nominal  representative  of  money,  capable  of 
being  fabricated  at  will,  the  adulteration  of  coin,  in- 
stead of  it,  was,  it  i;  weii  known,  the  frequent  expe- 
dient. of  public  necessity  or  public  cupidity  to  obtain 
relief  from  some  pressing  pecuniary  embarrassment. 

Moreover,  the  precious  metals,  though  of  less  bulk 
in  proportion  to  their  value  than  most  other  commo- 
dities, yet  cannot  be  transported  from  place  to  place 
without  cost  and  risk;  coin  is  subject  to  be  stolen  or 
lost,  and  in  that  case  cannot  be  easily  identified,  so 
as  to  he  reclaimed;  the  continual  counting  of  it  in 
large  sums  is  inconvenient;  it  would  be  unsafe,  and 
would  cause  much  money  to  remain  idle  and  unfruit- 
ful, if  every  merchant  kept  constantly  on  hand  a sum 
of  coin  for  all  his  transactions;  and  the  displacement 
of  large  amounts  of  coin,  its  transfer  from  one  com- 
munity or  one  country  to  another,  is  liable  to  occa- 
sion fluctuations  in  the  value  of  property  or  labor, 
and  to  embarrass  commercial  operations.  And  there 
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transaction  between  two  individuals,  or  two  commu- 
nities, there  should  be  a transfer  of  coin  from  one  to 
the  other,  to  make  payment  therefor.  The  mutual 
dealings  of  all  the  members  of  a community,  or  of 
two  separate  communities,  will,  to  a certain  degree, 
produce  a state  of  reciprocal  indebtedness  of '.he  one, 
balancing,  more  or  less,  that  of  the  other,  and  the  ex- 
cess only  of  which  needs  to  be  paid  in  coin.  And  to 
release  individuals  and  governments  from  the  incon- 
veniences attend  ing  the  continual  personal  custody  and 
handling  and  the  Unnecessary  transportation  of  specie 
from  one  place  to  another,  bills  of  exchange,  banks, 
and  other  establishments,  for  dealing  in  bills  and  mo- 
ney, and  receiving-  money  in  deposite,  and  for  the  ad- 
justment of  commercial  and  other  accounts  by  bank 
credits,  checks  and  bills,  came  into  use,  and  became 
fixed  ingredients  in  all  the  monetary  operations  of 
the  modern  civilized  world. 

Bills  of  exchange,  it  is  obvious,  though  performing 
the  functions  of  a medium  of  exchange,  like  money” 
are  not  money.  They  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  their 
pepper  use,  only  the  representative  of  the  money  or 
of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  on  which  they  are 
drawn;  and  in  this  respect  they  are  of  such  univer- 
sally admitted  utility  as  to  render  certain  their  con- 
tinued employment  in  the  business  of  society. 

Bank  credits,  checks,  or  bills,  though  they  also 
perform  some  of  the  functions  of  money,  and  consti- 
tute a circulating  currency,  are  not  money.  They 
are  nothing  but  promises  or  orders  for  the  payment 
of  money,  according  to  their  tenor.  And  whilst  paper 
actually  and  truly  redeemable  in  coin  on  demand,  is 
not  money,  still  less  is  that  paper  in  any  sense  money, 
which,  whether  professedly  or  not,  is  "yet,  in  point  of 
fact,  not  redeemable  in  coin  on  demand. 

Bank  paper,  if  it  stand  on  a solid  specie  basis,  has 
circulation  by  reason  of  its  convenience,  and  its  bein"- 
therefore  preferred  to  the  coin  itself.  This  preference 
may  continue  to  exist  so  as  to  have  the  effect  of  keeping 
suspended  in  circulation  at  all  times  a certain  quantity 
of  the  paper,  and  to  free  the  banks  from  the  necessity 
of  retaining  always  on  hand  an  amount  of  specie 
equal  to  the  amount  of  paper  issued.  And  thus  a 
cheap  medium  of  circulation  is  supplied  in  place  of  a 
dear  one.  And  if  the  redemption  of  its  bills  be  con- 
tinually enforced,  and  the  prudence  of  its  conduct 
incessantly  tested  and  secured,  the  operation  is  a 
useful  one.  to  the  community,  as  well  as  a profitable 
one  to  the  bank. 
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But  in  this  way  the  bank  acquires  the  faculty,  not 
indeed,  of  creating  value,  but  of  creating  at  will  that 
which  commands  value.  It  is  tempted  by  the  cupi- 
dity of  gain  to  expand  its  issues.  The  redeemability 
in  coin,  set  forth  on  the  face  of  its  paper,  comes  to 
be  a fiction  or  a falsehood.  If  the  government  of  the 
country  see  fit  to  permit  this  operation  to  go  on,  or 
the  people  inadvertently  acquiesce  in  it,  the  gradual 
expansion  of  the  currency  stimulates  to  an  artificial 
excitement  in  business,  property  rises  in  nominal  va- 
lue, it  is  quickly  exchanged  for  that  which  has  no  in- 
trinsic value,  and  every  thing  wears  the  aspect  of 
high  prosperity,  until  the  ijubble  of  inflated  paper 
circulation  bursts,  throwing  all  the  currency  into 
eoniu^Ch,  suacieniy  reducing  prices,  arresting  busi- 
ness, and  filling  the  community  with  bankruptcy  and 
distress- 

Hence,  if  it  be  needed  to  legislate  concerning  the 
coined  standard  of  value,  it  is  equally,  and  for  the 
same  reasons,  needful  to  legislate  concerning  that 
which  takes  its  place,  performs  its  functions,  aug- 
ments its  nominal  quantity,  affects  its  value,  and  acts 
potentially  in  all  the  relations  of  labor  and  propertv. 
It  is  idle  to  forbid  individuals  to  coin  money,  if  they 
be  left  to  make  at  will  that  which  usurps  all  the  uses 
of  money.  And,  accordingly,  in  those  countries 
where  the  issue  of  paper  to  circulate  as  money  exists, 
it  exists  by  permission  and  under  regulation  of  go- 
vernment. 

And  it  speedily  becomes  a government  question  in 
another  and  a still  more  important  point  of  view.  To 
issue  paper  having  currency  as  money,  is,  in  fact,  to 
borrow  money,  and  command  commercial  values,  at 
will.  Why,  then,  should  individuals  or  corporations 
have  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  this  wealth-creating 
power?  Why  should  not  government  itself  partici- 
pate in  it,  or  take  it  to  itself?  It  has  done  so.  By 
the  issue  of  bills  of  credit  or  assignats,  it  has,  under 
the  pressure  of  war  and  foreign  invasion,  absorbed  ail 
the  labor  and  property  of  the  community  for  public 
uses. 

There  is  no  difference  in  principle  between  bills 
not  redeemable  in  specie  issued  by  the  government 
for  circulation  as  currency,  and  similar  bills  issued 
in  the  same  way  by  corporations  or  by  individuals, 
except  that  government  may  have  the  power  to  make 
them  a forced  legal  tender.  Nor  is  it  material,  if 
they  be  not  actually  redeemable  in  specie,  whether 
they  be  issued  on  faith  and  credit  only,  like  the  com- 
mon promissory  notes  of  individuals,  or  whether  thev 
e uuminally  secured  by  the  pledge  of  lands  or  effects 
set  apart  for  their  redemption.  In  either  case  such 
bills  constitute  an  act  of  borrowing,  not  an  emission  of 
money.  m mom  Cases,  vne  coufse  oi  imugs  is  tlie 
same,  whether  they  be  issued  on  public  or  private 
responsibility.  They  continue  to  have  currency  as 
money,  so  long  as  from  ignorance,  inadvertence,  or 
'necessity,  men  voluntarily  receive  them.  But  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  possible,  and  when 
such  bills  are  issued  upon  the  highest  conceivable 
credit,  and  though  governments  inculcate,  and  com- 
munities believe,  that  the  bills  are  equal  in  value  to 
coin,  still  they  speedily  begin  to  undergo  a gradual 
depreciation,  indicated lin ; the  rise  of  the  comparative 
.price, of  tire  precious  metals.  And  in  general,  of  all 
fsucli  -issues,  the  fate  is  the  same,  a gradual  deprecia- 
tion in  value  lo  a greater  or  less  extent,  sometimes  ab- 
solni ely  to  nothing,  having  the  effect  to  impose  and  levy 
tax  on  f,'ie  community,  to  abstract  from  it  property 
or  labor  win!out,  compensation,  nearly  to  the  total 
amount  of  suc-h  a-;mreciation. 

There  have  been,  a°d  may  once  more  be,  occa- 
sions imposing  upon  government  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  resorting  to  such  means  of  obtaining  re- 
sources as  the  only  possible  ones  to  maintain  its  in- 
dependence or  existence.  In  such  cases,  government, 
representing  the  political  unity,  and  wielding  the 
physical  force  of , the  nation,  has  the  right  to  take  the 
property  or  labor  of  individuals  for  the  salvation  of 
all.  And  the  question  of  the  form  of  taxation  in 
which  this  shall  be  done,  whether  by  the  forced 
course  of  a paper  currency  or  otherwise,  may  be  re- 
duced to  a mere  problem  of  expediency  or  practica- 
bility. But  in  every  such  operation  the  premises  are 
a case  of  overwhelming  public  necessity. 

But  there  can  be  no  such  considerations  to  justify 
governments  m allowing  private  individuals  or  cor- 
porations to  issue  irredeemable  bills  to  circulate  as  mo- 
ney, and  thus  to  extort  a tax  from  the  community,  for 
the  purposes  of  priere  private  gain.  It  is  conceded  that 
individuals  ought  not  to  adulterate  the  coin,  or  falsify 
its  denomination;  for  which  reason  the  coin  is  placed 
under  the  safeguard  of  the  public  authority.  The 
reason  is  greater  for  subjecting  the  issues  of  paper 
currency  to  public  authority;  because  the  extent  of 
the  possible  evil  is  greater,  gnd  the  nature  of  the  ef- 
fect on  private  rights  and  interests  is  in  both  cases 
substantially  the  same. 

In  addition  to  which,  of  all  these  diverse  forms  of 
paper  currency  not  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand, 


the  inherent  and  (so  far  as  yet  shown)  the  incurable 
vice,  is  a tendency  to  excess  of  issues,  a fatal  facility 
m the  creation  of  what  is  called  and  received  as  mo- 
ney,  which  seems  to  afford  all  but  irresistible  temp- 
tation to  the  cupidity  of  individuals  and  of  govern- 
ments. This  is  apparent  in  regard  to  all  paper  cur- 
lency,  of  whatever  description,  and  wheresoever  it 
originates,  which  does  not  undertake  to  be  redeema- 
ble in  coin. 

And  the  position  is  not  less  true  in  principle  of  that 
other  iorm  of  paper  currency,  which  professes  to  be 
redeemable  in  coin  on  presentation,  which  is  intend- 
ed so  to  be,  but  for  which  the  coin  is  not  actually 
kept  on  hand,  in  the  confidence  that  a certain  quan- 
tity of  the  paper  will  be  held  suspended  in  circula- 
tion by  the  wrants  of  the  community,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  bills  of  what  are  commonly  called  specie  pay- 
ing banks.  The  persons  issuing  this  may  err  in  judg- 
ment as  to  the  capacity  of  the  market  to  hold  it  in 
circulation;  a temporary  and  unnatural  capacity  of 
the  market,  in  this  respect,  may  he  suddenly  follow- 
ed by  a constriction  of  it  which  they  could  not  fore- 
see in  season;  or  they  may  in  the  pursuit  of  gain,  ex- 
tend their  circulation  by  artificial  means  to  the  cer- 
tain prejudice  of  the  community.  The  true  and 
efficient  cheek  to  this  excess  of  issues,  whether  the 
excess  be  wilful  or  accidental,  is  the  rigorous  en- 
forcement of  payment  of  the  bills  in  crin,  at  all  ha- 
zards, and  by  the  full  power  of  the  government. 

Without  this,  the  evils  of  a paper  currency  are 
greater  than  its  benefits.  For  one  of  the  advantages 
of  metallic  money  is  its  comparative  stability  and  va- 
lue, it  having  a natural  price,  measured  by  the  cost 
of  production.  But  paper  currency  has  no  intrinsic 
value:  it  is  susceptible  of  illimitable  augmentation 
in  quantity:  and  the  amount  of  it,  which  may  be 
held  in  circulation  at  a given  moment,  depends,  in 
part,  and  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  men,  and  the 
extent  of  business  which  they  may  thus  be  prompted 
to  undertake.  Hence  the  injurious  fluctuations,  to 
which  a paper  currency  is  subject.  Perpetual  re- 
deemability  in  coin  is  at  once  the  check  to,  and  the 
partial  remedy  for,  this  disease  of  a paper  circula- 
tion. 

For  be  it  still  remembered  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  best  and  most  experienced  writers,  the  issue  of  a 
paper  currency  is  not.  the  creation  of  money;  and 
it  is  most  perfect  when  no  more  than  equal  in 
amount  in  a given  country  to  what  the  currency  of 
that  country  would  be  if  it  consisted  only  of  gold  and 
silver. 

Governments  have  generally  seen  that  the  faculty 
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be  conceded  to  persons  engaged  in  the  business  of 
trade;  for  if  it  were,  issuing  bills  at  discretion,  they 
might  engross  directly  an  indefinite  amount  of  the 
property  of  the  community.  Accordingly  the  privi- 
lege has  usually  been  granted  only  to  persons  or  com- 
panies engaged  in  the  business  of  lending  money. 
But  the  persons  constituting  the  company,  or  con- 
trolling its  affairs,  may  themselves  be  borrowers;  and 
then  the  restriction  becomes  a nugatory  one;  for  in 
that  case  they  create  a currency  to  use  it  in  trade 
themselves;  which  is  not  the  least  frequent  cause  of 
excessive  hank  issues,  and  has  lead  to  the  opinion, 
entertained  now  by  many,  that  inasmuch  as  the  busi- 
ness of  trading  and  of  issuing  a paper  currency 
should  be  separated,  for  the  same  reason  that  of 
lending  money,  and  of  issuing  a paper  currency 
ought  not  to  be  entrusted  to  the  same  hands. 

In  case,  however,  the  government  itself  be  a bor- 
rower, and  does  not  choose  to  issue  a paper  of  its 
own  .-to  .circulate  as  money,  it  may,  and  often  does  at- 
tain the  same  end  by  the  establishment  of  a bank  of 
issues,  for  the  very  purpose  of  arranging  its  debts  or 
anticipating  its  revenues.  Hence  the  origin,  in  many 
cases,  of  the  direct  association  between  governments 
and  banks. 

So  that  in  all  communities,  and  in  every  form  in 
which  carrency  exists,  whether  as  coined  money  or 
as  a paper  representative  of  it,  and  whether  this  be 
issued  by  banks  or  by  public  authority  directly,  the 
question  of  the  currency  of  the  country  and  that  of 
its  fiscal  affairs  are  inseparable  facts. 

And  next  to  taxation  itself,  the  question  of  the  ma- 
terial in  which  taxes  shall  be  levied,  whether  in 
kind  or  an  equivalent,  and  if  so,  whether  in  coin  or 
not,  js  the  most  important  of  all.  The  question  of 
the  place  and  agent  of  deposite  or  transmission,  is 
one  of  convenience,  security,  or  use;  that  of  the 
standard  and  material  of  payment  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  thing. 

These  general  results,  applicable  to  all  systems  of 
finance,  are  derived  from  the  common  experience  of 
Europe  and  America.  In  the  United  States  the  ap- 
plication of  them  depends  on  the  peculiar  form  and 
organization  of  our  government. 

Our  political  institutions  are  the  work  of  compact 
and  consent.  To  the  federal  government  belongs  all 
such  legislative  and  admistrativc  power,  and  such 


only,  as  the  constitution  defines;  ell  functions  of  go-* 
vernment  not  thereby  granted  to  the  union,  remain- 
ing to  the  separate  states  or  to  the  people  thereof1, 
and  the  states  themselves  possessing  many  of  the  sub- 
stantive powers  of  political  sovereignty. 

Among  the  substantive  powers  of  political  sove- 
reignty exercised  (whether  rightfully  or  not)  by  each 
of  the  states,  is  that  of  authorising  and  regulating, 
by  means  of  chartered  instruments  of  their  own,  the 
issue  of  nank  paper  to  circulate  as  carrency. 

The  faculty  of  issuing  paper  to  circulate  as  cur- 
rency is  no  more  a necessary  incident  of  the  faculty 
to  receive  money  in  deposite,  and  to  loan  it  in  the 
discount  of  notes  and  purchase  of  bills,  than  it  is  a 
necessary  incident  of  the  faculty  to  buy  and  sell  mer- 
chandise. A bank  having  authority  to  issue  bills,  af- 
ter purchasing  bills  with  (that  is,  loaning  out)  the 
whole  of  its  capital,  proceeds  to  purchase  other  bills 
with  its  own  promises  to  pay.  Thus  it  does  more  bu- 
siness than  if  rigidly  confined  to  its  capital  it  could, 
and  makes  an  interest  on  its  -own  credit  or  promises, 
as  well  as  on  its  capital.  The  real  operation  would 
be  the  same  if  a merchant  had  the  same  authority. 
Yet,  by  the  practice  in  the  United  States,  (not  so  ge- 
nerally in  other  countries),  the  two  faculties  of  loan- 
ing money  and  of  issuing  a currency  are  conjoined 
in  the  banks  of  the  states. 

Tt  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  bills  so  issued 
by  the  banks  of  the  states,  and  constituting  a curren- 
cy, are  not  bills  of  credit  within  the  meaning  of  the 
prohibition  of  the  constitution. 

Historically,  it  is  demonstrable  that  the  expression 
“bills  of  credit”  applied,  in  all  the  period  anterior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  to  these  bills  of 
banks.  There  were  two  forms  of  bills  of  credit,  re- 
cognised in  legislation,  speech,  and  writing,  namely, 
“government  bills  of  credit”  and  “bank  bills  of  cre- 
dit.” 

It  seems  difficult  to  conceive  how  these  two  species 
of  the  same  generic  thing  came  to  be  considered  so 
far  different  as  that  one  should  be  constitutional  and 
the  other  not.  To  be  a legal  tender  is  not  of  the  es- 
sence of  either;  that  is,  each  had  been  issued  exten- 
sively without  being  declared  a legal  tender;  and  in 
all  other  respects  they  are  in  effect  and  mischief  the 
same;  tending  in  the  same  way  to  excess,  alike  usurp- 
ing the  place  of  money,  producing  the  same  disor- 
ders in  the  currency,  and  having  the  same  deleterious 
influence  over  the  relations  of  labor  and  property. 

And  it  would  seem  to  be  a strange  anomaly  of  the 
fundamental  law,  or,  if  not  anomaly,  then  oversight, 
to  provide  that  a state  shall  not  issue  bills  of  credit 
by  the  instrumentality  of  a legal  person  called  its 
“treasurer,”  but  may  by  means  of  a legal  person 
called  its  “bank;”  in  other  words,  that  it  cannot,  and 
yet  that  it  can,  be  the  derivative  source  of  the  issue 
of  bills  of  credit. 

Nor  does  it  vary  the  principle,  to  enact  that  the 
bank  shall  consist  in  part,  or  in  whole,  of  incorpo- 
rated private  stock.  This  appears  by  the  practical 
fact  of  the  times.  Most  of  the  banks  in  the  United 
States,  south  of  New  York,  have  ceased  to  pay  their 
bills  in  cash,  a large  part  of  them  having  failed  to 
make  any  effective  redemption  for  the  space  of  more 
than  four  years.  Their  bills  are  an  irredeemable 
paper  currency.  And  their  continued  irredeemabili- 
ty has  been  legalized  by  state  legislatures,  in  many 
instances,  as  the  means  of  procuring  to  the  use  of 
the  state  government  an  issue  of  bills  of  credit  with 
which  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  state,  instead  of 
levying  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  for  that  purpose. 
The  state  cannot  issue  bills  of  credit  by  its  treasurer; 
but  it  can  and  does  by  its  banks;  which  is  one  great 
cause  of  the  existing  disorders  in  the  currency  of  the 
United  States. 

Thus,  of  the  sovereign  function  to  make,  issue, 
and  regulate  money,  (or  its  substitute)  the  state  go- 
vernments (whether  by  usurpation  or  constitutional- 
ly is  immaterial  to  the  result)  possess  a part  in  com- 
mon with  the  federal  government. 

And  this  is  the  radical  difficulty  in  the  whole  mat- 
ter of  the  currency.  For  if  the  states  have  the 
power  so  to  issue  bank  bills  of  credit,  then  the  fede- 
ral government  cannot  (by  any  direct  legislation) 
prevent  their  issue,  and  of  course  cannot  (by  any 
direct  legislation)  apply  a cure  to  the  inherent  chron- 
ic disease  of  the  paper  circulation  of  the  U.  States. 
Whether  it  may  administer  any  indirect  remedy  will 
be  seen  hereafter. 

It  is  of  the  power  and  duty  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, in  the  first  place,  to  provide  for  itself  a safe 
and  suitable  fiscal  agent  to  receive,  keep,  and  dis- 
burse the  public  moneys.  This  it  does  under  the  tax 
power  and  others  of  the  constitution. 

The  federal  government  has,  in  the  second  place, 
under  more  than  one  clause  of  the  constitution,  cer- 
tain powers  to  exert  and  duties  to  discharge  concern- 
ing the  currency  of  the  United  States. 

In  what  way  shall  congress  exercise  those  powers 
tand  discharge  these  duties? 
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If  the  duty  of  the  federal  government  consisted 
only  in  doing  what  is  absolutely  necessary  for  itself  iri 
a fiscal  point  of  view,  and  stopped  there,  the  question 
might  be  more  easily  answered.  Out,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  the  federal  government  should  con- 
sider, not  only  what  is  for  the  convenience  of  itself, 
but  also,  incidentally,  what  is  for  the  convenience 
and  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  what  cannot  and  what  can 
the  federal  government  at  this  time  do,  to  remedy 
and  relieve  the  currency  difficulties  of  the  United 
States? 

It  cannot  assume  and  pay  that  great  mass  of  indi- 
vidual indebtedness  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
which  now  weighs  them  down,  and  is  one  primary 
evil  of  their  present  condition;  debts  contracted  when 
the  currency  was  excessive,  for  things  having  a fac- 
titiously large  or  wholly  unreal  value,  and  the  pos- 
session of  which  by  the  debtor,  owing  to  their  pre- 
sent depreciated  value,  affords  to  him  no  adequate 
means  of  payment.  What  alone  congress  can  direct- 
ly do  in  this  respect  it  has  done,  by  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  which,  whether  rightful  or  not  in  its 
provisions,  yet  enables  the  insolvent  debtor  to  settle 
these  debts  with  such  means  of  payment  as  he  pos- 
sesses. For  the  rest,  and  so  far  as  this  indebtedness 
is  a general  evil  affecting  the  whole  country,  “there- 
in the  patient  must  minister  to  himself.”  The  reme- 
dy, and  the  only  remedy,  is  industry,  economy,  and 
prudence,  and  a return  to  proper  principles  of  trade; 
by  means  of  which  and  with  the  immense  and  various 
productive  resources  of  the  country,  and  the  produc- 
tive energy  of  its  people,  with  no  extraneous  cause 
of  war  or  the  like  to  waste  and  exhaust  them,  the 
speedy  return  to  our  accustomed  prosperily  is  as  cer- 
tain as  any  thing  in  human  affairs  can  be. 

It  cannot,  by  any  direct  legislation,  prevent  unwise 
extension  of  credit  in  time  or  amount,  ovt  rtrading, 
speculation,  the  excessive  importation  and  consump- 
tion of  foreign  luxuries,  and  the  consequent  excess  of 
imports  over  exports,  and  displacements  of  coin  to 
pay  foreign  balances.  What  alone  it  can  do  in  this 
respect,  besides  itself  setting  an  example  of  integrity 
and  frugality  in  its  own  affairs,  is  to  regulate  its  own 
system  of  taxation  and  finance  so  as  at  any  rate  not 
to  injure  the  domestic  production  of  the  country,  and 
if  it  may,  incidentally  to  foster  it  impartially  in  all  its 
forms,  and  do  equal  justice  to  the  rights  and  interests 
alike  of  all  parts  of  the  union. 

It  cannot  assume  and  pay  the  debts  which  the  in- 
dividual states  have  contracted  on  their  own  account. 
All  that  in  this  relation  it  can  assume  to  ilo  It  lias 
(whether  rightfully  or  not)  done,  by  ceding  to  the 
states  the  annual  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. — 
For  the  rest,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  also  the  people  of  the  states,  have  the  remedy  for 
this  evil  in  their  own  hands  by  the  better  regulation 
of  their  own  finances,  and  the  imposition  of  taxes  to 
pay  the  interest  of  their  public  debts. 

It  cannot  command  and  compel  the  state  legisla 
tures  to  cease  to  authorise  the  suspension  of  cash 
payments  by  their  banks,  nor  prevent  those  banks 
from  issuing  bills  of  credit  to  accommodate  the  pre- 
sent wants  and  postpone  the  final  pay  day  of  indivi- 
dual debtors  or  the  states.  It  cannot,  by  its  owr. 
direct  act,  retire  from  circulation  their  depreciated 
bills,  the  currency  of  which  is  the  greatest  evil  of 
the  times.  But  it  can  act  on  the  subject  matter  by 
the  refusal  to  receive  or  use  any  thing  but  coin  or 
equivalent  paper  in  its  own  dealings,  and  if  it  receive 
bank  bills,  by  exacting  payment  of  thorn  at  frequent 
specified  periods.  And  in  the  opinion  of  many,  who 
are  conversant  with  the  subject,  and  whose  experi- 
ence and  judgment  are  entitled  to  consideration,  it 
can,  to  some  degree,  remedy  the  disorders  of  the  cur- 
rency, by  applying  to  legal  or  artificial  persons  the 
same  laws  for  the  immediate  distribution  of  their  as- 
sets and  discharge  of  their  debts,  which  apply  to  na- 
tural persons. 

It  cannot  give  to  the  country  a paper  currency  in 
the  bills  of  an  incorporated  joint  stock  bank  of  pri- 
vate stockholders;  for  the  constitutional  opinions  of 
the  president,  and  of  a considerable  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  houses,  and  of  the  people  at  large, 
constitute  at  present  an  insuperable  impediment  to 
the  incorporation  of  a national  bank;  and  if  it  could 
be  incorporated,  it  would  be  impossible,  and  if  possi- 
ble, would  aggravate  rather  than  lighten  existing 
evils,  to  collect  the  stock  of  such  an  institution.  It 
can,  however,  provide  a national  paper  currency  of 
adequate  quantity,  and  of  better  quality,  by  other 
means. 

It  cannot  equalize  the  exchanges  throughout  the 
country,  so  long  as  the  currency  of  most  parts  of  it 
consists  of  irredeemable  bank  bills  in  various  degrees 
and  stages  ot  depreciation,  and  the  business  of  buying 
and  selling  is  transacted  in  one  part  of  the  country 
by  means  of  specie  values,  and  in  another  by  paper 
values.  Most  of  the  existing  rate  of  exchange  be- 
tween different  parts  of  the  country  is  not  the  differ- 


ence in  price  between  legal  coin  in  one  place  and  le- 
gal coin  in  another,  or  of  the  cost  of  transporting  it 
to  settle  balances,  but  lbs  difference  between  the 
price  of  the  coin  currency  and  of  the  paper  currency 
at  the  same  place.  This  congress  cannot  prevent. — 
But  it  may  provide  a safe  and  economical  medium  of 
exchanges,  correspondent  to  the  true  value  of  ex- 
change as  regulated  by  the  course  of  business,  ac- 
cording to  supply  and  demand,  in  a specie  medium  of 
payment. 

It  cannot,  by  any  act  of  its  own  whatever,  proceed 
immediately  to  fill  the  channels  of  commerce  with  a 
paper  currency  equal  in  rate  of  value  to  gold  and 
silver,  neither  by  means  of  a national  bank  rior  by 
any  other  instrumentality  whatever.  For  the  same 
reason  that,  in  the  market  of  a depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency, coin  cannot  be  kept  in  circulation,  but  be- 
comes at  once  an  article  of  merchandise,  and  is 
bought  up  as  such,  and  disappears,  just  so  will  it  al- 
ways be  with  a specie  value  paper  currency  along- 
side of  a depreciated  paper  currency.  Until  stale 
governments  cease  to  authorise  or  sanction  the  issue 
of  irredeemable  bank  paper  in  a given  community, 
thatcommunity  cannot  have  any  better  currency.  But 
the  federal  government  can  adopt  the  means  to  fur- 
nish a paper  currency  of  par  value,  to  be  ready  to 
take  the  place  of  the  depreciated  paper  currency,  so 
soon  as  that  shall  be  driven  or  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation by  the  direct  action  of  the  state  govern- 
ments, or  by  the  indirect  action  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. 

What,  then,  shall  congress  do?  What  ought  it  do? 
To  reach  the  answer  to  these  questions,  let  us  con- 
sider the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages  of  the 
plans  heretofore  used  in  the  fiscal  business  of  the 
treasury. 

Leaving  out  of  the  case  all  debatable  constitutional 
questions  involved  in  it,  and  regarding  it  as  a practi- 
cal matter  only,  the  considerations  alledged  in  favor 
of  a national  bank  are — 

1.  Its  convenience  in  the  collection,  safe  keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue. 

2.  Its  utility  (to  a certain  degree)  as  an  agent  of 
exchange. 

3.  Its  being  the  means  of  furnishing  a paper  cur- 
rency to  circulate  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Its  instrumentality,  by  the  periodical  settlement 
of  balances,  in  regulating  the  paper  currency  of  the 
states. 

5.  Its  being  the  means  of  utilizing  the  public  de- 
posites  by  discounting  on  them. 

On  the  other  liana,  me  piacucai  oujo.viu„,  -- ■■  «. 
are,  in  substance — 

1.  The  peril  to  the  public  welfare  of  taking  from 
the  government  itself,  appointed  by  the  people  and 
responsible  to  them,  all  this  vast  power  over  the 
public  funds  and  the  currency  and  exchanges,  and 
placing  it  for  a long  period  of  years  in  the  hands  of  a 
private  corporation,  and  of  bank  directors,  having  in- 
terests of  their  own,  and  irresponsible  and  inaccessi- 
ble to  the  people  themselves. 

2.  The  chances  of  mismanagement  and  corruption 
on  the  part  of  such  a corporation,  in  the  ratio  of  its 
power. 

3.  The  possibility  that  it  may  itself  make  exces- 
sive issues,  or  suspend  payments  in  specie,  and,  in- 
stead of  aiding  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  states, 
become  itself  the  great  cause  of  derangement. 

4.  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  proper  business  of  the 
federal  government  to  carry  on  (directly  or  indirect- 
ly) the  business  of  discounting,  notes  or  bills,  or  oth- 
erwise lending  money,  or  to  furnish  funds  to  be  so 
lent. 

Concerning  the  adoption  of  the  state  banks  as  the 
fiscal  agents  and  depositories.of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, the  main  consideration  for  it  is 

That,  if  there  be  no  national  bank,,  it  is  necessary 
to  employ  the  banks  of  the  slates,  unless  the  govern- 
ment choose  to  discard  all  bank  agency. 

And  the  main  considerations  against  it  are — 

1.  That  the  federal  government  ought  not  to  bo 
dependent  on  the  legislation  of  the  state  governments 
for  the  means  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

2.  The  perpetual  liability  of  the  state  banks  to  ex- 
cess of  issues,  and  to  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

3.  The  difficulty  of  giving  a national  unity  of  ac- 
tion to  institutions  which  are  essentially  local  in 
their  nature  and  uses,  and  in  their  currency, 

4.  The  liability  of  the  system  to  political  abuse. 

The  system  of  an  independent  treasury  is  recom- 
mended— 

1.  Because  of  its  independence  of  all  agency  not 
the  government’s,  and  especially  because  independent 
of  banks. 

2.  Because  it  holds  the  public  funds  for  the  public 
use  only. 

3.  Because,  by  the  use  of  coin  only  in  the  dealings 
of  the  treasury,  it  tends  to  bring  back  the  country  to 
the  money  standard  of  the  constitution. 


And  it  is  opposed — 

1.  Because,- by  the  exclusive  use  of  coin,  it  rejects 
the  time-saving  and  labor-saving  instrumentality  of 
paper,  rt'hich,  so  it  be  of  specie  value,  is  in  many  re- 
spects preferable  in  use  to  coin. 

2.  Because,  it  locks  up  the  public  funds  from  all 
employment,  either  directly  or  as  the  basis  of  paper 
issues. 

3.  Because,  under  it,  the  U.  States  has  no  paper 
currency  of  national  circulation. 

4.  Because  it  separates  the  government  from  the 
people,  and  disavows  all  incidental  duty  towards  the 
latter  in  the  business  of  the  treasury. 

Which  of  these  three  systems  is  the  cheapest  and 
safest,  that  is,  involves  the  least  expense  and  loss 
to  the  treasury,  is  no  otherwise  important  than  as 
it  may  be  a question  of  charge  on  the  revenue;  and 
which  of  them  is  most  convenient,  in  a fiscal  point 
of  view,  is  a matter  of  no  interest  except  to  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  committee  do  not  believe  that  the  wit  of  man 
can  devise  any  scheme  of  finance  which  will  satisfy 
every  mind,  or  which  shall  combine  the  whole  of  the 
advantages  and  shun  the  whole  of  the  disadvantages 
of  the  different  plans,  on  which,  at  successive  periods, 
the  government  has  hitherto  acted.  All  human  in- 
stitutions are  mixed  of  good  and  evil.  It  is  our  duty, 
if  we  cannot  do  all  the  good  we  would,  to  attempt  at 
least  to  do  all  we  can.  And  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  many  of  the  advantages  of  the  different 
systems  heretofore  adopted  and  successively  rejected 
by  the  government,  are  to  be  found,  and  many  of 
the  disadvantages  are  not  found,  in  the  plan  of  a 
board  of  exchequer  recommended  by  the  president, 
and  which,  with  sundry  modifications,  they  report  tp 
the  house. 

In  common  with  a bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
exchequer  provides  and  secures — 

1.  A safe  and  convenient  agency  for  the  custody 
and  management  of  the  public  funds. 

2.  A useful  agent  of  exchanges  and  collections. 

3.  A national  paper  currency. 

4.  The  regulation  of  the  bank  paper  currency  of 
the  states,  by  receiving  it  in  payment  of  public  dues, 
and  presenting  it  for  redemption  at  short  intervals  of 
time. 

5.  The  utilization  of  the  public  deposites  and  of  the 
specie  funds  of  individuals,  by  rendering  them  the  basis 
of  a national  paper  circulation. 

6.  The  bestowment.  incidentally  to  the  business 

f/itUlfon’r'orK'cfci’,'^1  or?  Vile ' p e ople'  o 1*  7 Tm  t afesT 

In  common  with  the  independent  treasury' — 

1.  It  does  not  entrust  the  control  of  the  public 
funds  or  of  the  currency  to  an  irresponsible  private 
corporation. 

2-  It  does  not  loan  out  the  public  money  to  indivi- 
duals. 

3.  It  makes  and  can  make  no  excessive  issues,  and 
cannot  suspend  cash  payments.  For  every  paper  eaglo 
on  the  wing,  it  has  a gold  eagle  in  hand. 

4.  It  is  independent  of  all  banks. 

5.  It  conducts  the  business  of  the  treasury  without 
the  necessity  of  recurring  for  aid  to  the  creatures  of 
the  legislation  of  the  states. 

6.  By  the  use  either  of  coin  only,  or  of  paper  al- 
ways equivalent  to  coin,  it  follows  the  true  spirit  of 
the  constitution  in  the  maintenance  of  the  legal  mo- 
ney standard. 

7.  It  is  at  all  times  within  the  control  of  congress 

to  repeal  or  amend  it  at  pleasure.  . 

The  president  of  the  United  States,  in  presenting 
this  plan  to  congress,  has  obeyed  the  injunction  of 
the  constitution,  which  requires  him  to  recommend 
to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  and  expedient;  he  has  fully  redeemed  the 
engagements  in  this  respect  which  he  had  previously 
made  to  congress;  and  thus  he  has  faithfully  discharg- 
ed his  whole  duty  to  the  constitution  and  the  union. 
The  committee,  while  animated  by  the  highest  re- 
spect for  his  views,  have  yet  deemed  it  due  to  him, 
to  themselves,  to  the  occasion,  and  to  the  country, 
to  give  to  those  views  a free  and  unbiassed  examina- 
tion. They  have  done  so;  and  in  so  doing,  they  have 
also  discharged  their  duty.  They  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  result  to  the  house  in  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported. They  believe  this  measure  to  contain  the 
elements  of  usefulness  and  public  good;  and,  as  such, 
they  recommend  it  to  the  house.  But  they  feel  no 
pride  of  opinion  concerning  it;  and,  if  in  error,  they 
are  ready  to  follow  the  lead  of  better  lights,  if  better 
there  be,  from  other  quarters;  being  anxious  only  to 
minister  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  whom  they  re- 
present. It  remains  now  for  congress  to  act  in  the 
matter;  the  country  demands  that  in  some  way  we 
shall  act;  and  the  times  appeal  to  us  to  act  with  de- 
cision, with  moderation,  with  impartiality,  with  inde- 
pendence. Long  enough,  the  question  of  the  nation- 
al finances  has  been  the  sport  of  passion  and  the 
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battle,-crv  of  party.  Foremost  of  all  things,  the 
country,  in  order  to  recover  itself,  ne.e’ds  repose, and 
order  for  its  material  interest,  and  a settled  purpose 
in  that  respect  (what  it  shall  bo  is  of  less  moment, 
but  at  any  rate  some  settled  purpose)  on  the  part  of 
the  federal  government.  If,  careless  of  names  and 
solicitous  only  for  things,  aiming  beyond  all  inter- 
mediate objects  to  the  visible  mark  of  the  practica- 
ble and  attainable  good — if  congress  shall  in  its  wis- 
dom concur  at  length  in  some  equitable  adjustment 
of  the  currency  question,  it  cannot  fail  to  deserve  and 
secure  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  people  of  the  U. 
States. 

Mr.  Cushing  then  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

A BILL  AMENDATORY  OP  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  ESTAB- 
LISHING THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  created  and  es- 
tablished in  the  treasury  department  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  United  States,  a board  to  be  called 
the  exchequer  board  of  the  United  States,  to  be  com- 
osed  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  time 
eing,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  and  one  commissioner,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate;  the  said  commission- 
er to  be  appointed  for  four  years;  and  neither  he  nor 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  be  removed 
from  office,  except  for  physical  disability,  incompe- 
tency, or  neglect  or  violation  of  duty;  and,  in  case 
of  any  such  removal,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pre- 
sident to  lay  the  reasons  thereof  before  the  se- 
nate; and  the  said  commissioner  shall  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars;  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  preside  over  the 
board. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  said  board 
may  establish  agencies  or  offices  in  the  United  States, 
not  exceeding  ten  in  the  whole;  and  one  of  said  agen- 
cies or  offices  shall  be  established  at  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  one  at  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  .one  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  one  at 
.the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina, 
and  one  at  the  city  of -N&w  Orleans,,  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  and  one  or  more  of  all  the  other  live 
agencies  or  offices,  if  necessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, may  be  established,  from  time  to  time,  at.sueh 
other  place  or  places  as  said  board  may  deem  expe- 

tervals  of  twelve  months,  as  the  public  service  may 
require  for  the  transfer  of  safe  keeping  and  disburse- 
ment of  public  money. 

Sec.  3.  -in d be  it  farther  enacted , That  for  the  said 
board  there  shall  be  a principal  clerk  with  a salary 
of  dollars  per  annum,  and  a register  with  a sa- 
lary 0f dollars  per  annum;  and  for  each  agency 

or  office  of  said  board,  to  be  established  as  aforesaid, 
there  shall  be  one  superintendent  with  a salary  of 

dollars  per  annum,  and  a register  with  a salary 

of dollars  per  annum,  and  if  the  business  of 

such  agency  or  office  require  it,  a clerk  for  each  su- 
perintendent with  a salary  of dollars  per  an- 

num, and  a clerk  for  each  register  with  a salary  of 

. dollars  per  annum;  and  the  said  superintendent 

and  register  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate;  and  the  secretary  ,pf  the  treasury 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  said  clerks;  and  the  said 
superintendents  and  registers  shall  be  appointed  for 
four  years,  and  may  be  removed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  for  physical  disability,  or  incompe- 
tency, or  neglect,  of  violation  of  duty;  but  in  all 
cases  of  removal,  the  reasons  therefor  shall  be  laid 
before  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  And  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall  have  power,  in  case  it 
shall  be  found  necessary  at  any  of  the  agencies,  to 
appoint  temporary  clerks,  not  exceeding  ten  in  the 
whole,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  said 
board  and  its  agencies,  subject  to  the  supervision  of 

congress,  with  salaries  at  a rate  not  exceeding  ; 

dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  exche- 
quer and  its  officers  shall  be  the  general  agents  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  for  receiving,  safer 
keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  aud  trans- 
ferring and  transmitting  the  same,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  all  public 
moneys  received  from  whatever  sources,  shall,  under 
the  same  direction,  be  paid  into  the  said  exchequer 
or  its  agencies,  or  to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States.  And  the  said  board  of  exchequer 
and  its  several  agencies  shall  pay  all  warrants,  drafts’ 
or  orders  made  thereon  by  the  treasurer  of  the  U. 
States,  aad  by  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents  of 
the  government  having  authority  to  make  such  drafts 
or  orders.  And  the  said  exchequer  and  its  officers 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  commissioners  ofloans, 
in  receiving  subscriptions,  transferring  stack,  and 


paying  dividends  and  interest  thereon  under  the  di- 
rections of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  shall  , 
render  to  the  treasurer  uf  the  United  States  ait  ne- 
cessary facilities  lor  transferring  and  disbursing  the  ! 
public  funds  as  shall'  be  required  by  him;  and  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  of  pension  agents,  under  the 
regulations  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  war;  and 
shall  render  and  perform  all  other  duties  and  ser- 
vices in  relation  to  the  collecting,  keeping,  and  dis- 
bursing of  the  public  funds,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law,  or  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  government, 
and  its-  several  agencies,  to  receive  on  private  depo- 
site  gold  or  silver  coin  or  bullion,  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals, to  be  held  as  in  ether  cases  of  deposite 
made  by  individuals  for  convenience  and  security, 
and  to  issue  certificates  of  such  deposite  having  been 
made;  but  the  amount  so  deposited  shall  never  ex- 
ceed in  the  whole  ten  millions  of  dollars,  unless 
otherwise  provided  by  law,  to  be.  received  on  deposite 
as  may  be  apportioned  by  the  board  among  its  seve- 
ral agencies  according  to  the  extent  of  their  busi- 
ness respectively. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  and  its  agencies  or  officers  are  hereby  autho- 
rised and  directed,  in  all  cases  where  the  public  cre- 
ditors may  prefer  the  same,  to  issue  to  them  certifi- 
cates of  deposite  for  the  amount  or  amounts  of  debts 
due  to  them  by  the  United  States;  but  the  amount  of 
said  certificates  to  be  issued  to  said  public  creditors 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars 
issued  and  outstanding  at  any  one  time,  unless  other- 
wise provided  by  law.  And  it  shall  he  the.  duty  of 
the  said  board  of  exchequer  and  each  of  its  several 
agencies  at  all  times  so  to  limit  the  amount  of  certi- 
ficates so  issued  that  its  gold  and  silver  on  hand  shall 
be  equal  to  the  amount  thereof  outstanding. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  proper 
officer  of  the  mint  ai  Philadelphia  and  of  the  branch 
mints  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
Dahlonega,  in  the  slate  of  Georgia,  and  Charlotte, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  respectively,  instead 
of  the  receipts  now  by  them  given,  shall  have  power 
to  issue  like  certificates  of  deposite  to  individuals  or 
to  the  government  for  the  amount  of  all  aeposites  of 
bullion  or  foreign  coin  of  gold  and  silver  made  in 
said  mint  or  its  branches  for  the  purpose  of  coinage, 
under  such  regulations  and  checks  for  the  security 
thereof  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  pre- 
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Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  the  said 
certificates  of  deposite  shall  be  redeemable  on  pre- 
sentation at  the  office,  agency,  mint,  or  branch  mint 
where  issued;  they  shall  he  receivable  everywhere 
in  payment  of  the  public  dues;  no  premium  shall  be 
demanded  for  issuing  the  same;  and  they  shall  be  is- 
sued in  such  denominations  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  as  the  depositor  or 
public  creditor  may  desire;  and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  shall  cause  to  be  prepared  and  signed  certi- 
ficates as  aforesaid,  in  such  form  as  he  shall  pre- 
scribe,to  be  signed  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  countersigned  by  the  commissioner  of  ex- 
chequer. And  the  amount  of  all  such  certificates  of 
deposite,  public  or  private,  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  shall,  s_p  soon  thereafter  as  the  same 
may  be  ascertained,  be  published  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  of  exchequer  may  draw  hills  or  drafts  on  any 
of  its  agencies,  and  may  authorise  any  agency  to 
draw  bills  or  drafts  on  the  board  or  any  other  agen- 
cy, and  may  sell,  and  authorise  its  ageneies  to  sell, 
such  bills  or  drafts  for  a premium  not  exceeding  the 
fair  cost  of  remitting  specie  to  the  place  of  payment, 
and  in  no  case  to  exceed  two  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  such  bill  or  draft:  Provided,  That  no  bill 
or  draft  shall  be  so  sold  except  for  cash  paid  in  funds 
receivable  in  payment  of  public-  dues,  as  hereinafter 
prescribed. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  said  board  of  exchequer,  and  each  of  its 
agencies,  when  ordered  or  required  so  to  do  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  purchase  domestic  or 
foreign  hills  of  exchange,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
mitting the  public  funds  of  the  government  to  pay 
its  creditors,  or  for  public  use,  and  for  no  other  pur- 
pose whatever.  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
board  of  exchequer,  or  any  agency,  to  purchase  or 
sell  any  bill  or  draft  drawn  by  or  upon  any  member 
or  officer  thereof,  or  in  which  such  member  or  offi- 
cer shall  be  in  any  way  interested,  nor  to  receive  any 
deposite  of  any  money  belonging  to  any  such  officer 
or  member;  and  no  bill  shall  be  purchased,  or  draft 
sold  at  any  agqnry,  without  the  assent  of  two  of  its 
members. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  pay- 
ments made  by  the  said  board  of  exchequer,  and  any 
pf  its  agencies  or  offices,  or  any  disbursing  officer  of 


the  United  States,  shall  b*'  fhfi.l-  in  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or,  with  consent  of  the  public  creditor,  in  trea- 
sury notes,  or  certificates  of  deposite  to  public  cre- 
ditors as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  in  no  other  me- 
dium of  payment  whatever.  And  all  dues  to  the 
United  States,  or  any  officer  or  department  thereof, 
may  be  paid  in  gold  nr  silver  coin,  in  certificates 
of  deposite  issued  under  this  act,  in  treasury  notes, 
or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  shall  be  immediately 
convertible  into  specie  at  the  place  where  received. 
And  the  board  of  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  each  of  its  agencies,  shall  settle  weekly 
or  oftener  with  all  banks  in  their  neighborhood  whose 
paper  they  may  have  received,  and  pay  or  collect,  as 
the  case  may  be.  all  balances  between  it  and  said 
banks;  and  no  individual  shall  be  allowed  at  any  time, 
as  debtor  to  the  exchequer,  or  any  of  its  agencies,  in 
account. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  agen- 
cy established  in  any  state  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall,  contrary  to  any  law  which  such  state 
may  enact,  receive  any'  other  deposites  than  those 
of  the  United  States,  or  make  or  sell  drafts,  or  pur- 
chase bills  other  than  such  as  shall  be  necessary  in 
the  collection,  transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic funds. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  shall  have  power  to  provide  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  agencies  aforesaid,  the  transac- 
tion of  their  business,  and  the  rendering  accounts  of 
all  their  proceedings;  and,  in  such  regulations,  they 
shall  so  assign  and  arrange  the  duties  of  the  superin- 
tendents, registers  and  clerks  herein  provided,  as  that 
the  said  superintendents  and  registers  shall  be  checks 
upon  each  other;  and,  for  that  purpose,  they  shall 
require  that  the  accounts  and  proceedings  of  each 
shall  be  entered  by  them,  or  by  their  respective  clerks 
aforesaid,  in  separate  and  proper  books;  and  the  said 
board  shall  require  of  all  the  principal  officers  em- 
ployed in  such  agencies  bonds  to  the  United  States 
for  such  an  amount,  and  in  such  form,  as  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  prescribe  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties,  to  be  renewed  annually, 
or  ofterier,  if  the  secretary'  of  the  treasury  shall  re- 
quire. And  full  and  exact  accounts  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  and  its  several  agencies  shall  be 
furnished  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  often 
as  he  may  prescribe:  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  secretary  to  lay  abstracts  of  the  same  before 
congress,  at  the  commencement  of  each  annual  ses- 
sion. with  an  account  of  all  regulations  made  for  the 
government  of  said  agencies,  and  to  furnish  full  and 
particular  accounts  and  statements  of  the  transactions 
of  the  board  and  its  agencies  when  required  by  con- 
gress. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  board  of 
exchequer  and  its  several  agencies  shall  keep  separate 
and  distinct  sets  of  books,  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
and  recording  in  one  set  all  transactions  respect- 
ing the  collection,  keeping,  disbursing  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  transmitting  the  public  moneys  from 
place  to  place  for  the  service  of  the  government,  and 
in  another  all  transactions  and  accounts  arising  from 
dealings  in  exchange  and  other  transactions  not  on 
government  account.  And  all  profits  accruing  from 
dealing  in  exchange  on  individual  aecount  shall  be 
applied,  in  the  first  place,  to  pay'  all  salaries  and  com- 
pensations, and  to  defray  all  expenses  incurred  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  and  the  residue  thereof  shall 
be  placed  semi-annually  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  it  shall 
at  any  time  be  necessary  to  bring  suit  on  any  bill  of 
exchange  or  other  debt  or  liability  arising  out  of  any 
transactions  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such 
suit  may  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  U.  States,  in 
any  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  or  any  state 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec  16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  neces- 
sary rooms  and  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  ot  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  and  for  the  transaction  oi  the  business  of 
the  board  of  exchequer  arid  its  agencies,  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  the  treasury  department  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  in  the  custom  houses,  mint,  branch  mints, 
and  other  public  buildings  belonging  to  the  U.  States, 
so  far  as  the  same  can  be  furnished  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service;  and,  when  the  same  can- 
not be  so  furnished,  the  said  board  may  provide  others. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  gross 
amount  of  public  moneys  of  the  United  States,  by 
whomsoever  it  may  be  received  or  kept,  and  were- 
ever  it  may  be  placed  or  transferred,  shall  be  deem- 
ed and  considered  in  the  treasury  of  the  U.  Stntes  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
no  part  of  the  same  shall,  as  heretofore,  he  taken  to 
pay  any  expenses  whatever  in  collecting  or  receiving 
the  same  before  it  is  brought  into  trie  treasury;  but 
the  said  gross  amount  shalfbe  accounted  for,  and  all 
the  said  expenses  of  collecting  and  receiving  the  same 
shall  be  appropriated  by  law  out  of  the  treasury,  as 
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in  other  cases  of  appropriation:  Provided,  That,  no- 
thin g herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  transfer  of  public  moneys  from  one  place,  or  <ii- 
iice,  or  officer  to  another;  nor  to  repeal  or  modify 
any  of  the  provisions  of  law  relative  to  the  post  office 
department. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  exchequer  board,  or  any  officer  or  clerk 
employed  in  its  business,  or  any  of  its  agencies,  or 
any  collecting,  receiving  or  disbursing  officer  or  agent 
of  the  United  States  whatever,  in  any- manner  con- 
cerned in  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer  or  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States, 
shall  convert  to  his  own  use  in  any  way,  or  shall  use 
by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  or  property  or  mer- 
chandise, or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest,  any 
money  or  security  deposited  with  or  belonging  to  the 
said  board  or  any  of  its  agencies,  or  belonging  to  any 
other  person  or  persons  dealing  or  depositing  with 
the  said  board  or  any  agency,  or  shall  so  convert  to 
his  own  use,  appropriate  or  loan  any  money  or  secu- 
rity belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  shall  make  any 
discount  or  exchange  of  funds  other  than  an  exchange 
for  gold  and  silver,  or  shall  make  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  service  in  any  currency  other 
than  that  furnished  him  and  legalized  by  this  act; 
every  such  transaction  of  such  person  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  felony,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  before 
any  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, every  such  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  persons  participating  in  such  acts,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  fora  term  not  less  than 
one  year  nor  more  than  seven  years,  and  to  a fine 
equal  to  twice  the  amount  or  value  of  the  property  so 
embezzled. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  offi- 
cer or  member  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  or  of  any 
of  its  agencies  established  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  mint,  or  any  of  its  branches,  shall 
give  or  sign  a false  certificate  of  a depos  to  having 
been  made  with  any  agency,  mint,  or  branch  mint,  or 
shall  issue  or  deliver  any  certificate,  draft  or  bill  of 
exchange  without  having  received  the  full  value 
thereof,  and  caused  the  receipt  of  the  same  to  be  duly 
entered  in  the  books  of  said  agency,  mint  or  branch 
mint,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  any  other  wilful  malprac- 
tice by  which  any  responsibility  of  the  said  agency  or 
of  the  board  of  exchequer,  or  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  improperly  created  or  increased,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  on  conviction  thereof  in 
any  court  of  the  U.  States  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  a term  not 
less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  seven  years,  and  to 
a fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  false  certificate  so 
given,  or  of  the  hill  or  draft  so  issued  or  delivered,  or 
to  the  amount  of  the  responsibility  so  created  or  in- 
creased. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  falsely  make,  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged  or  counterfeit- 
ed, or  willingly  aid  and  assist  in  falsely  making,  forg- 
ing or  counterfeiting  any  certificate  in  imitation  of, 
or  purporting  to  he,  a certificate  of  deposite  afore- 
said, or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be 
falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  al- 
tering any  certificate  of  deposit  issued  as  aforesaid 
or  shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass, 
utter  or  publish  as  true  any  falsely  altered  certificate 
of  deposit  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  falsely  altered,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be 
imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a period  not 
less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  seven  years,  and  be 
fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be 
made  or  engraved,  or  shall  have  in  his  possession  or 
custody,  any  metallic  plate,  engraved  alter  the  simi- 
litude of  any  plate  from  which  any  certificates  issued 
as  aforesaid  shall  have  been  printed,  with  intent  to 
use  such  plate,  or  to  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be 
used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  certifi- 
cates issued  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  have  in  his  custody 
and  possession  any  blank  certificate  or  certificates  en- 
graved and  printed  after  the  similitude  ofar.y  certifi- 
cate issued  as  aforesaid,  with  intentto  use  such  blanks, 
or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  he  used  in  forging  or 
counterfeiting  any  of  the  certificates  issued  as  afore- 
said; or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any 
paper  adapted  to  the  making  of  certificates,  and  simi- 
lar to  the  paper  upon  which  any  such  certificates 
shall  have  been  issued,  with  intent  to  use  such  paper, 
or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used  in  forging  or 
counterfeiting  any  of  the  certificates  issued  as  afore- 
said, every  such  person,  being  tiiereof  convicted,  by 
due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imprison- 
ed, and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a term  not  less  than 
one  year  nor  more  than  seven  years,  and  fined  in  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 


QUEST! 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES,  S ATURDAT,  FEB 

[Concluded  from  page  395.] 

Mr.  Adams  commenced  by  commenting  on  w.hat 


desirC  that  this  paper  from  Judge  Jay  mav  now  be 

[The  cierk  here  read  a paper  from  Wm.  Jay  vin- 
dicating the  opinions  of  his  father  John  Jay,  from  the 
tenor  they  are  made  to  assume  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, in  a biography  of  him  published  in  the  137th 
he  considered  the.“extraordinary”  course  of  the  edi-  i Harper  s district  school  library,  written  by 

tors  of  the  Intelligencer  in  declining  to  publish  his  ! , r-  . me?  Uenwic.v,  professor  of  chemistry  in  Co- 
remarks unless  authenticated  by  himself.  Is  this  bnnhia  codege,  and  varied  Iron)  t.!3  correct  memoirs 
justice  to  myself?  Is  itjustice  to  the  public.  Sir,  Ido'01  written  by  Wm.  Jay  in  a mode  to  accom- 

not  wish  to  look  into  motives,  but  I say  that  a state  j modate  them  more  to  southern  feelings], 
of  things  exists  in  this  city,  whenever  a discussion  ' - ‘dams  resumed.  ..ere  is  a case  of  the  wilful 

like  this  occurs,  bearing  directly  or  remotely  on  the  ! mlsmeation  of  the  published  life  of  one  of  the  most 
subject  of  abolition,  which  is  itself  among  the  strong-  * ■ 

est  of  demonstrations  that  congress  ought  to  sit  where 


no  slavery  exists.  I say  that  the  press  here  is  under 
an  influence  which  ought  not  to  prevail,  especially 
where  a criminal  prosecution  is  going  on  against  a 
member  of  this  house. 

In  the  first  place,  there  has  existed  a rooted  pre- 
judice against  me  for  years  past,  in  consequence  of 
the  course  I felt  it  my  duty  to  pursue  in  defence  of 
the  right  of  petition.  Witness  the  letter  which  I 
read  to  the  house  some  days  ago,  threatening  my  life 
if  I did  not  abstain  from  my  “villainous  course.”  Sir, 
it  is  a slavery  prejudice;  it  is  a prejudice  entertained 
by  all  slaveholders,  who  conceive  that  I am  engaged 
in  doing  injury  to  their  interests.  These  galleries 
are  everyday  filled  with  persons  of  that  very  descrip- 
tion. And  this  state  of  the  prevailing  sentiment  I 
hold  to  be  altogether  unsuited  to  the  grave  and  so- 
lemn nature  of  a public  trial,  which  ought  to  be  im- 
partially conducted. 

I say,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  public  press  in 
this  District  is  under  the  same  influence — an  influ- 
ence both  positive  and  negative — positive  in  the  vitu- 
peration and  utter  misrepresentation  of  one  press  j committee  of  this  house,  and  it  is  to  be  expurgated  of 
against  me,  and  negative  in  the  refusal  of  the  other  all  that  I now  say,  and  all  1 can  hereafter  say,  in  my 
to  do  me  justice.  And  the  press  is  further  under  j defence,  because,  forsooth,  the  reporters  of  the  Na- 
other  influences  from  the  organized  suppression  at  j tional  Intelligencer  have  not  thought  proper  to  report 
the  south  of  all  sorts  of  publications  in  anywise  con-  what  I said. ' And  now  this  house  and  the  nation  are 
nected  with  the  subject  of  abolition.  The  editors  of  j warned  that  henceforth  the  editors  will  publish  no  re- 
newspapers here  know  full  well  that  if  they  send,  for  i port  of  my  defence  but  such  as  shall  be  authenticated 
instance,  to  the  city  of  Charleston,  any  thing  which  | by  myself.  Under  these  circumstances,  lam  unwilling 
a committee  of  incendiaries  there  may  choose  to  j now  to  proceed  further,  and  I therefore  propose  a 
think  infected  with  abolition  sentiments — a commit-  ! postponement  of  the  residue  of  my  defence  until  an- 
tee  which,  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  in  defi-  :Swers  shall  have  been  received  from  the  calls  which 
ance  of  the  right  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  of  the  ' this  house  has,  at  my  instance,  made  on  the  president 
freedom  of  the  press,  seize  upon  and  pillage  the  pub-  | and  two  of  his  heads  of  department*,  for  documents 
lie  mails,  and  burn,  without  scruple,  whatsoever  | which  I deem  necessary  and  essential  to  my  defence, 
they  are  pleased  to  consider  as  tainted  with  abolition:  \ and  until  time  shall  have  been  afforded  for  such  pre- 
these  editors,  I say,  know  full  well  that  if  they  send  1 paration  as  shall  enable  me  to  furnish  an  authentic 
any  such  matter  in  their  reports  to  that  quarter,  they  report  of  my  defence 


llustrious  patriots  of  the  revolution,  by  the  expurga- 
tion from  its  pages  of  that  which  is  called  offensive 
matter,  being  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  the  south. — 
Under  this  same  influence,  the  printers  even  of 
school-books  have  acted.  They  have  published  up- 
wards of  a hundred  volumes  of  books  for  the  use  of 
schools,  which  books  have  been  confessedly  expurgat- 
ed of  all  those  original  portions  and  passages  which 
it  was  supposed  by  the  publisher  would  be  deemed 
offensive  at  the  south.  This  I charge  as  being  the 
effect  of  this  course  of  organized  and  disciplined  vio- 
lation of  the  post  office  department.  It  results  in  a 
suppression  of  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  in  the 
actual  falsification  of  the  truth.  I say  that  it  fur- 
nishes one  of  the  Strongest  proofs  of  a great  combi- 
nation and  conspiracy  of  the  whole  southern  portion 
of  this  union  to  extend  the  law  of  slavery  through 
the  free  states. 

But  all  this  is  not  to  be  reported.  Oh  no.  The 
Intelligencer  goes  to  the  south,  and  it  must  he  expur- 
gated of  all  I have  now  read,  and  of  all  that  I said 
yesterday.  It  must  he  expurgated  of  the  exposure 
which  I then  made  of  a conspiracy  against  me  in 


do  it  at  their  peril.  And  this  consideration  operates 
not  only  here,  but  in  the  large  cities  of  the  union, 
whern  papers  are  published  which  have  large  num- 
bers of  subscribers  at  the  south.  Some  three  or  four 
years  ago,  there  was  a meeting  held  in  the  city  of 


I therefore  now  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  answers  to  those 
calls  shall  have  been  received. 

I will  propose  next  Thursday  week. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Marshall  said.  I think  this  is  the  sixth 


Charleston,  South  Carolina,  assuming  a control  over  day  during  which  the  attention  of  this  house  has  been 
the  operations  of  the  post  office,  and  assuming  the  1 occupied  by  what  that  gentleman  calls  his  defence, 
right  of  pilfering  from  the  post  office  all  papers  I He  has  been  as  long  in  getting  through  a portion  of 
which  did  not  suit  their  own  views;  which  meeting  that  defence  as  was  occupied  in  the  creation  of  the 


appointed  a committee  to  seize  upon  and  burn  all  do- 
cuments, coming  to  that  city  through  the  mails, 
which  they  might  please  to  consider  as  being,  in  any 
degree,  tainted  with  abolition.  I have  the  printed 
proceedings  of  that  meeting  here,  and  should  be  glad 
to  have  them  read  at  the  clerk’s  table. 

[A  very  long  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  such 
a meeting  was  here  read  by  the  clerk,  and  then  state- 
ments of  the  fulfilment  of  their  resolutions.  There 
were  also  read  the  correspondence  of  Amos  Kendall 
then  postmaster  general  with  J.  D.  Townes  chairman 
of  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  Va.  in 
Aug.  1835,  and  also  a letter  from  Mr.  Kendall  of 
date  Aug.  1835,  to  S.  L.  Gouverneur,  postmaster  at 
N.  York,  after  which, 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  I have  been  induced  to  call 
for  the  reading  of  these  documents  in  order  to  show 
the  influence  of  the  views,  arbitrary  and  discretion- 
ary, of  a department  of  this  government,  under  no 
other  law  or  pretence  of  law  than  necessity — the  ty- 
rant’s law.  Here  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
government  who  unequivocally  admits  that  retaining 
papers  in  the  post  office  without  distribution  is  con- 
trary to  law,  who  expressly-says  that  ho  does  not  and 
will  not  authorise  it.  and  yet  tells  the  postmaster  who 
had  applied  to  him  for  directions  in  the  case  that  he 
must  act  in  tile  matter  upon  his  own  discretion.  I 
denounce  it  as  a violation  of  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
as  a violation  of  the  sacred  character  of  the  post  of- 
fice, and  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  the  free 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  is  but  one  of  a nu- 
merous class  of  facts  which  I intend  to  adduce  as 
proof  that  there  is  a regularly  organized  system  on 
the  part  of  the  south,  not  merely  to  sustain  their  own 
institutions,  hut  to  spread  the  law  of  slavery  through 
the  free  portion  of  this  union. 

As  another  illustration  of  this  assumption  of  tyran- 


world,  which  took,  I think,  just  six  days — [a  laugh] 
— and  yet  it  must  appear  on  the  most  cursory  view 
of  this  proceeding  that  there  are  buttwo  questions  of 
fact  and  one  question  of  law  to  be  settled.  Pias  a 
petition  been  presented  here  praying  this  house  to 
take  steps  to  dissolve  the  union?  Did  the  member 
from  Massachusetts  present  such  a petition?  And  on 
these  two  facts  does  there  arise  a contempt  of  this 
house?  This  comprises  the  whole  matter.  Now,  as 
to  the  facts,  they  are  hotli  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
house.  What,  then,  does  the  gentleman  propose?  — 
He  proposes  to  get  certain  information  from  the  ex- 
ecutive departments,  which,  in  connexion  with  what 
he  has  already  advanced,  shall  enable  him  to  make 
out  a justification  both  for  his  constituents  and  for 
himself.  He  has  already  apprized  us  that  the  south- 
ern portion  of  this  union  meditate  the  introduction  of 
slavery  into  the  free  states  of  the  north:  he  has  al- 
ready announced,  in  his  argument,  that  the  south 
wish  for  a war  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of 
reviving  the  African  slave  trade:  he  has  warned  the 
people  of  the  north  that  the  south  are  endeavoring  t > 
repeal  the  habeas  corpus  and  the  trial  hv  jury:  he 
has  announced  further  to  this  house  and  to  the  World, 
he  being  at  the  time  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
this  house  on  foreign  relations,  and  announced  it  in 
the  presence  of  a British  nobleman,  who  was  a lis- 
tener to  the  debate,  that  Great  Britain  is  in  the  right 
in  maintaining  her  right  to  search  American  vessels; 
he  has  defended  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  on  that 
subject,  to  the  condemnation  of  his  own  government. 

]Mr.  Adams.  No,  sir;  I deny  it.] 

I have  already  referred  to  the  report  of  the  gen- 
tleman’s speech;  I heard  every  word  of  that  speech. 
The  report  of  it  is  in  the  papers,  and  the  gentleman 
here  denies  that  lie  took  any  such  ground.  Now  it 
does  not  happen  that  the  report  of  that  speech  is  two- 


nical  power  over  the  press  and  over  the  post  office,  I fold.  There  is  one  report  of  it  in  the  Intelligence.? 
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and  another  in  the  Globe.  Between  these  two  re- 
ports there  are  discrepancies  quite  sufficient  to  show 
that  there  has  been  nothing  like  collusion  on  the  part  of 
those  who  made  them  respectively.  The  language  is 
often  different.,  but  the  substance  is  the  same;  and  the  de- 
claration of  the  gentleman  that  he  introduced  the  peti- 
tion which  has  given  rise  to  this  proceeding  for  the  pur- 
pose of  alarm,  is  precisely  the  same  in  both  the  reports. 

Now  what  is  the  question?  It  is  on  a motion  to 
nostpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  in 
order  to  give  him  time  to  make  out  his  case.  He 
says  that  he  is  charged  by  me  with  subornation  of 
perjury  and  of  high  treason;  that  we  are  sitting  as 
a court  to  try  him  on  that  charge;  and,  if  he  is  con- 
demned, the  consequence  is,  I suppose,  to  be  death. 
I will  now  6ay  nothing  on  that;  but,  I ask,  what 
change  can  it  make  on  the  question  before  us  if  the 
gentleman  shall  succeed  in  proving  all  he  has  under- 
taken to  prove?  Congress  has  no  more  right  to  act 
on  such  a prayer,  and  he  has  no  more  right  to  bring 
such  a prayer  before  it,  if  the  alleged  case  be  true, 
than  if  it  be  false. 

But  these  things,  when  obtained,  are  to  go  before 
the  country,  and  a new  issue  is  to  be  made  not  spring- 
ing from  the  record.  Bitter,  bitter  appeals  are  to  be 
made  to  northern  prejudice.  Every  feeling  of  hosti- 
lity to  the  south  is  to  be  kept  alive,  and  stimulated  and 
irritated  by  agitation,  and  the  question  is  to  be  taken 
as  on  abolition.  It  is  to  be  made  on  the  point  whe- 
ther a case  of  grievance  has  been  made  out  sufficient 
to  warrant  a dissolution  of  the  government,  and  on 
that  question  the  whole  floodgates  of  angry  declama- 
tion are  to  be  opened  wide  upon  the  peace  of  the 
country.  The  gentleman  himself  is  to  be  allowed  two 
weeks  to  gather  strength,  and  then  he  is  to  pour  out  all 
those  treasures  of  wrath  and  fury  which  have  been  ac- 
cumulating in  his  own  bosom  on  an  issue  which  he  is 
trying  to  make,  and  which  is  not  before  this  hou'ie. 

I have  carefully  marked  the  various  changes,  the 
successive  phases  which  the  gentleman’s  defence  has 
assumed  in  the  course  of  the  six  days  through  which 
it  has  continued.  One  day  we  were  entertained  dur- 
ing almost  the  whole  time  by  the  gentleman’s  biogra- 
phy, by  anecdotes  of  the  emperor  Alexander  and 
Caulaincourt,  and  Napoleon  and  the  British  indem- 
nities, and  fourth  of  July  speeches,  and  these  were 
relied  on  as  a defence  for  presenting  a memorial  to 
break  up  the  union;  being,  I suppose,  so  many  proofs 
of  his  attachment  to  that  which  his  constituents  ask 
us  to  destroy.  But  the  next  day,  emboldened  by  the 
course  which  the  sympathy  of  this  house  for  the  gen- 
tleman’s years  and  standing  induced  it  to  pursue  to- 
wards him,  the  gentleman  goes  back  on  his  old 
ground.  He  is  no  longer  the  devoted,  the  enthusias- 
tic unionist,  but  he  returns  to  the  point  and  endea- 
vors to  prove  the  most  deadly  designs  on  the  part  of 
the  south,  and  asks  us  to  enable  him  to  get  docu- 
ments to  produce  that  alarm  which  he  from  the  first 
avowed  it  to  be  his  object  to  excite.  Is  this  house 
prepared  to  aid  in  such  a design?  I ask  northern 
gentlemen  here  whether  they  are  ready  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in 
such  an  endeavor?  Will  they  connect  the  abolition- 
ists of  the  north  with  the  tremendous  proposition  to 
dissolve  this  union?  I have  already  declared  that  I 
offered  my  resolutions  as  a test  of  the  attachment  of 
this  house  to  the  union  of  these  states.  The  gentleman 
was  not  always  so  ready  to  ask  to  consume  the  time 
of  this  house.  Oh,  no!  there  was  a period  during 
these  transactions  in  which  he  was  the  tenderest 
man  alive  in  his  regard  for  the  time  of  the  people. 
Now  he  asks  for  a delay  of  two  weeks  that  he  may 
gather  materials  for  a further  defence,  which  is  to 
consume  the  Lord  knows  how  much  more  of  the 
time  of  this  house.  I do  trust  that,  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  matter  not  only  entirely  irrelevant,  but 
deeply  mischievous,  the  house  will  consent  to  no 
such  thing. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  that  he  had  from  the  very  begin- 
ning voted  in  favor  of  laying  this  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  He  had  some  experience,  from  what  he  had 
witnessed  in  past  times  in  this  house,  and  from  the 
effect  of  such  proceedings  on  the  country.  He  had 
seen  many  such  questions  raised  here,  and  had  seen 
them  all  end  in  smoke  and  fury.  This  had  induced 
him  to  be  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  the  subject  as  fast 
as  possible.  He  knew  that  the  country  was  suffering, 
and  that  the  house  was  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country.  He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall)  that  there  were  wild  fana- 
tics to  be  found  at  the  south  as  well  as  the  north,  and 
that  this  house  ought  not  to  lend  its  countenance  to 
either.  Believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  time  asked  for 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  might  be  got 
by  adopting  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Summers)  to  refer  the  whole  subject 
to  a select  committee,  he  hoped  that  course  would 
be  adopted.  It  would  afford  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
an  opportunity  to  escape  from  a dilemma  which  he 
believed  was  agreeable  to  neither.  He  was  opposed 


to  granting  the  postponement  now  asked  for.  He 
hoped  the  house  would  refuse  it,  and  that  all  further 
action  on  the  resolutions,  either  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall)  or  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Gilmer)  would  be  superceded  by  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  of  the  other  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Summers)  to  send  the  whole  matter  to  a 
select  committee.  Under  this  impression  he  would 
now  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adams  requested  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Arnold)  to  withdraw  that  motion. 

The  speaker  (addressing  Mr.  Arnold)  inquired  if 
he  withdrew  the  motion  for  the.  previous  question? 

Mr.  Arnold  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone,  he  (Mr. 
A.)  could  not,  of  course,  insist  on  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question, 

Mr.  Adams  withdrew  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  When  I made  my  proposi- 
tion to  postpone,  I was  under  the  impression  that  it 
would  meet  with  no  opposition  in  any  quarter.  I did 
not  make  the  motion  from  any  desire  to  postpone  my 
own  rights,  nor  did  I suppose  that  there  was  any  man, 
not  even  the  author  of  the  resolution,  in  which  he  so 
tenderly  informed  me  that  I might  consider  it  mercy 
in  the  house  that  I was  not  expelled,  and  in  which  he 
charged  me  with  the  crimes  of  high  treason  and  su- 
bornation of  perjury — that  even  he  would  evince  that 
rabid  thirst  for  the  conviction  of  his  victim,  by  which 
it  now  appears  that  he  is  actuated. 

This  gentleman,  with  the  alternation  of  the  member 
from  Accomac  and  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle, 
(for  they  speak  by  turns),  is  determined  to  resist  and 
oppose  every  thing  that  I can  say  in  my  defence.  He 
now  complains  that  I have  occupied  six  days  of  the 
time  of  this  house.  Well,  sir,  if  I have,  he  and  his 
two  auxiliaries — I will  say  his  two  accomplices— have 
occupied  among  them  six  days  in  their  vituperations. 
Surely  a man  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  and  under  trial 
before  it,  may  be  entitled  to  at  least  as  much  time  as 
this  combination  and  accumulation  of  three  of  the 
most  influential  members  of  the  house  against  him. 

I shall  want  more  time,  for  it  is  impossible  I should 
finish  to-day;  and  I appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  in 
this  house,  not  to  close  this  procedure  before  they 
suffer  me  to  get  those  items  of  evidence  which  the 
house,  by  its  own  vote,  has  declared  me  entitled  to. 
I claim  more  time,  especially  if  each  individual  of  this 
triumvirate  is  to  reply  to  every  part  of  my  defence, 
and  they  are  to  use  their  combined  influence  to  preci- 
pitate this  house  into  a decision. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  the  argument  h© 
has  just  submitted  to  the  house,  has  totally  misrepre- 
sented me.  He  has  argued  as  if,  in  my  defence,  I 
had  favored  and  countenanced  the  objects  of  this  pe- 
tition: as  if,  in  presenting  it,  I had  not  expressly  dis- 
claimed all  concurrence  in  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers. My  open  disclaimer  made  here  at  the  time  is 
of  no  use  as  regards  him.  He  persists  in  charging 
me  with  what  I explicitly  contradicted  by  the  very 
terms  in  which  I presented  the  memorial.  I say  this 
to  impartial  men.  No  such  person  can  ever  be 
brought  to  conclude  that  I am  or  have  been  in  favor 
of  the  petition.  Such  an  assumption  is  false  in  rela- 
tion to  any  petition  which  a gentleman  may  present. 
Even  if  he  says  not  a word  against  the  prayer  it  may 
contain,  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  he  is  himself  in 
favor  of  the  object  of  that  prayer;  but  in  my  case 
there  was  an  open  diclaimer;  I expressly  declared 
myself  opposed  to  the  prayer  of  the  petititioners,  and 
said  that  I presented  it  only  out  of  my  regard  to  the 
right  of  the  people  to  petition  here  for  a redress  of 
grievances. 

But  has  the  gentleman  responded  to  my  call  to  show 
his  law  for  a proposition  which  goes  to  reverse  the 
relations  established  by  the  constitution,  so  that  the 
constituent  shall  be  responsible  to  his  representative, 
and  the  representative  shall  have  the  power  of  de- 
claring him  guiffy  of  high  treason  and  subornation  of 
perjury  for  sending  a petition  to  this  house?  Where, 
I ask,  does  he  get  his  law  for  this?  The  right  of  pe- 
tition is  expressly  guarantied  by  the  constitution, 
without  any  such  limitation  as  is  attempted  to  be  im- 
posed upon  it  here.  I ask,  where  are  the  rights  of  a 
constituent  if  the  house  is  to  proceed  on  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  that  gentleman?  It  is  the  quintes- 
sence of  tyranny — of  a tyranny  not  equalled  by  Cali- 
gula— -a  tyranny  of  which  Nero  never  was  guilty. — 
One  of  those  celebrated  tyrants  of  antiquity  was 
charged  with  writing  his  laws  in  such  small  charac- 
ters, and  hanging  them  up  so  high  above  the  reach  of 
the  people,  that  they  could  not  be  read;  but  he  never 
undertook  to  punish  the  violation  of  a law  that  never 
was  made.  No.  But  the  gentleman  erects  this 
house  into  a tribunal  before  which  its  constituents  are 
to  be  tried  for  high  treason  and  subornation  of  per- 
jury for  exercising  their  right  of  petition.  His  doc- 
trine makes  the  representative  the  judge,  instead  of 
the  constituent.  That  is  the  first  law  of  the  kind  ever 
heard  of.  According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Elmore, 


in  the  Gilley  case,  that  is  flic  law  which  the  house 
would  have  made  had  they  adopted  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  in  that  case,  ft  reverses 
every  principle  of  the  constitution.  Where,  I ask 
again,  does  the  gentleman^get  his  right  to  do  this? 
Where  is  his  law  for  charging  a constituent  with  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  for  exercising  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  petition?  Where  in  law  is  one  such 
word  to  he  found?  • 

But  if  the  house  do  assume  such  a power — if  they 
claim  such  an  authority  in  this  case — they  assume  it 
in  reference  to  every  petition  presented  here.  They 
assert  a discretionary  power  in  this  house  to  punish  a 
constituent  for  presenting  any  petition.  If  you  can 
punish  him  for  presenting  a petition  peaceably  to 
dissolve  this  union,  then  you  can  punish  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  every  abolition  petition.  If  the  alleged 
right  shall  ever  once  be  exercised,  that  will  come 
next.  Every  member  here  who  presents  an  aboli- 
tion petition  will  be  told  he  has  incurred  the  censure 
of  this  house;  and,  if  so,  how  can  a constituent  ever 
bring  an  abolition  petition  before  this  house?  If  they 
offer  you  a petition  to  recognise  the  independence  of 
the  republic  of  Hayli,  they  will  be  told'  this  is  an 
abolition  petition — its  presentation  is  a criminal 
thing;  it  is  an  act  of  treason.  Why?  Because  it  is 
possible  some  Quashipompo  may  come  here  as  a pub- 
lic minister;  and  that  would  be  high  treason,  accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I have  called 
on  the  gentleman  again  and  again  for  his  law.  He 
cannot  show  any.  And  I say  he  falsifies  my  pur- 
poses by  assuming  that  I am  in  favor  of  the  object 
of  the  petition. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  supposes  there  is 
some  inconsistency  in  my  course,  if,  after  being 
borne  down  by  the  whole  weight  of  the  eloquence  of 
the  gentleman  himself,  and  his  coadjutors  from  Ac- 
comac and  from  Albemarle,  and  of  the  extensive 
conspiracy  against  me  in  this  house  and  out  of  it, 
I offered  to  dismiss  the  whole  subject  without  de- 
fending myself,  and  now,  after  that  offer  has  been  re- 
fused, I insist  upon  occupying  sufficient  time  to  make 
good  my  defence.  I ask  him  what  sort  of  reasoning 
is  this?  But  the  gentleman  goes  a great  way  fur- 
ther. He  assumes  that,  even  admitting  the  truth  of 
all  the  positions  I take,  there  is  a conspiracy  in  the 
south  to  destroy  the  right  of  petition — to  destroy  the 
right  of  habeas  corpus— to  destroy  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury — to  destroy  the  freedom  of  the  press — to 
violate  the  sacred  trust  of  the  post  office — to  get  up 
a war  with  Great  Britain  on  false  pretences,  but 
really  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  trade: — even, 
if  all  this  is  true,  still  it  is  high  treason  and  suborna- 
tion of  perjury  in  the  people,  if  they  are  suffered  to 
come  to  this  house  and  say  that  their  suffering  un- 
der this  state  of  things  is  so  intolerable  that,  in  their 
opinion,  a dissolution  of  the  union  is  better  than  its 
continuance  and  increase.  I put  it  to  the  reasoning 
power  of  every  gentleman  in  this  bouse,  if  the  con- 
clusion is  not  far  from  being  a correct  one.  If  all 
this  oppression  is  really  endured  by  the  people,  how 
can  the  gentleman  say  they  have  no  right  to  come 
here  and  petition  for  redress?  The  people,  I admit, 
may  have  mistaken  their  own  power  and  the  power 
of  this  house  as  to  the  means  of  redress.  But  will 
this  house  constitute  itself  a criminal  court,  and  say 
that  whoever  presents  such  a petition  is  guilty  of 
high  treason  and  of  subornation  of  perjury,  and  that 
the  man  who  presents  it  is  guilty  of  a contempt  of 
this  house?  Is  there  a man  here,  besides  the  author 
of  these  resolutions,  who  will  draw  such  a conclu- 
sion? I appeal  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
There  I find  a very  different  doctrine.  The  doctrine 
that  when  oppression  is  felt,  it  is  the  right  not  only, 
but  the  sacred  duty  of  the  people  to  destroy  the  go- 
vernment which  inflicts  it  upon  them.  It  was  on 
that  very  principle  that  the  declaration  itself  was  is- 
sued. It  enumerates  the  various  oppressions  under 
which  the  colonies  were  laboring,  and  it  says  that 
they  constitute  a case  where  the  people  have  aright 
to  overturn  the  government. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  tells  us  that  even 
if  all  the  oppressions  I undertake  to  prove  be 
true,  still  it  is  high  treason  to  make  a movement 
towards  overturning  the  government.  I hold  myself 
at  liberty  not  only  to  claim  for  the  people  of  the  free 
states  a right  to  present  the  grievances  under  which 
they  suffer,  but  to  take  up  the  whole  subject  of  sla- 
very in  all  its  parts;  to  consider  whether  it  is  a bless- 
ing or  a curse.  And  if  I shall  argue  that  it  is  a 
curse,  I hold  in  my  hand  and  claim  to  read  a parallel 
which  will  show  the  opinions  of  at  least  ono  man 
on  that  subject.  The  pamphlet  contains  a compari- 
son between  the  progress  of  the  two  states  of  New 
York  and  Virginia  under  the  two  systems  of  slavery 
and  of  free  labor.  It  shows  that  under  the  effects  of 
slavery,  Virginia  has  declined  in  property,  prosperi- 
ty, and  population;  while,  on  the  contrary,  N.  York 
has  risen  from  being  the  third  or  fourth  state  to  be 
the  most  powerful  and  prosperous  in  the  union,  while 
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Virginia,  once  the  chief,  has  gradually  been  degrad- 
ed into  the  fourth  or  fifth  rank.  That  is  the  doctrine 
fef  the  pamphlet  from  which  I shall  now  read.  Here 
is  a pretty  considerable  statistical  argument.  He 
refers  to  the  census  of  the  two  states  at  different  pe- 
riods and  says: 

“Statesman  may  differ  about  policy,  or  the  means 
to  be  employed  in  the  promotion  of  public  good, 
but  surely  they  ought  to  be  agreed  as  to  what  pros- 
perity means.  I think  that  there  can  be  no  dispute 
that  New  York  is  a greater,  a richer,  a more  thriv- 
ing, prosperous,  and  powerful  state  than  Virginia. 
What  has  occasioned  this  difference?  We  have  al- 
ready seen  that,  as  to  advantages  merely  physical,  as 
to  all  the  original  elements  of  grandeur,  wealth,  and 
power,  Virginia  was  unsurpassed.  Has  accident  or 
misfortune  operated  in  this  ease?  Has  a despotic  go- 
vernment bowed  the  spirit  and  cramped  the  efforts  of 
Virginia?  Has  she  suffered  under  the  desolations  of 
war,  or  the  scourge  of  pestilence?  Over  this  fair 
land  a balmy  atmosphere  and  purest  skies  smile 
health  and  cheerfulness.  Healing  fountains  of  mine- 
ral and  medicinal  waters  burst  from  her  mountains. 

“The  most  delicious  baths,  the  most  salubrious 
springs,  tempt  from  every  land  the  pilgrims  of  afflic- 
tion and  disease.  With  war  she  has  nothing  to  do. 
Against  its  dangers,  its  horrors,  or  its  burdens,  she 
has  no  provision  to  make.  Her  government  and 
people  are  not  charged  with  the  care  or  expenses  in- 
cident to  defence.  The  broad  shield  of  the  union  is 
spread  before  her.  The  potent  arm  of  that  govern- 
ment, which  combines  the  strength  and  revenues  of 
twenty-six  states,  and  wields  the  whole  for  the  pro- 
tection of  each,  is  pledged  to  maintain  her  rights  and 
her  safety  against  all  the  world.  There  is  but  one 
cause,  commensurate  with  the  effects  produced.  The 
clog  which  has  stayed  the  march  of  her  people,  the 
incubus  which  has  weighed  down  her  enterprise, 
strangled  her  commerce,  kept  sealed  her  exhaustless 
fountains  of  mineral  wealth,  and  paralyzed  her  arts, 
manufactures,  and  improvements,  is  negro  slavery. 
This  is  the  cancer  which  has  corroded  her  revenues, 
laid  waste  her  lowlands,  banished  her  citizens,  and 
swallowed  up  her  productions.  This  is  the  magazine 
the  least  approach  to  which  fills  her  with  terror.' 
This  is  the  slumbering  volcano  which  will  bear  no 
handling.  The  smallest  breath  to  fan,  the  slightest 
threat  to  stir  its  sleeping  but  unextinguished  fires, 
drives  her  to  madness.  Oh!  well  might  she  curse  the 
tyrant  who  planted  this  dark  plague-spot  upon  her 
virgin  bosom!” 

Mr.  ^hlams  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Saunilcrs, 
who  sut/mitted  to  the  speaker  that  (he  reading  of  ar- 
ticles in  opposition  to,  or  in  support  of  the  right  of 
slavery,  or  of  the  conduct  of  the  abolitionists,  was 
not  pertinent  to  the  question. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  proposition  to  commit  to  a 
select  committee  was  offered  as  an  entire  substitute 
for  the  resolution  and  amendment,  and  that  thus  the 
whole  merits  of  the  subject-matter  to  which  they 
had  reference  were  laid  open,  and  hv  yeas  97,  noes 
26,  the  house  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Mams  continued.  That  is  irrelevant,  is  it? 
But  did  the  petition  I presented  call  for  the  abolition 
of  that  inexpressible  curse?  No — it  asked  no  such 
thing.  The  petitioners  ask  that  the  oppressions  they 
suffer  from  that  curse,  and  from  the  attempts  of  a 
majority  here  to  establish  and  confirm  that  “plague- 
spot  on  the  virgin  bosom”  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
should  be  considered  by  this  house,  and  that  the 
house  will  determine  whether  they  shall  continue 
bound  not  only  by  the  curse  as  it  now  stands,  but  by 
all  that  oppression  which  those  who  sustain  it  are 
obliged  to  exercise  over  the  rest  of  this  union. 

And  now  who  is  the  author  of  these  glorious  sen- 
timents?— of  these  words  of  fire?  Can  you  imagine  a 
’ man  who,  after  he  had  exposed  himself  in  his  native 
state  by  (he  production  to  the  world  of  such  a pamph- 
let as  this,  to  the  charge  of  being  an  abolitionist, 
and  had  transferred  himself  to  another  theatre  where 
lie  no  longer  held  that  language,  should  rise  on  this 
floor  and  charge  another  with  high  "treason  and  su- 
bornation of  perjury  for  language  infinitely  weak- 
er? Isay,  can  you  imagine  a man  who,  finding  him- 
self involved  in  the  odious  and  horrible  charge  of 
abolitionism  for  avowing  the  noble  sentiments  which 
are  embodied  in  this  pamphlet,  and  who  supposed  he 
might  somewhat  restore  the  broken  reputation  under 
which  he  labored  in  his  own  part  of  the  country  for 
uttering  these  words  of  glory,  turning  like  a tiger  on 
another  man  with  charges  equally  false  with  those 
under  which  he  had  himself  suffered,  and  thinking 
that  thereby  he  may  again  be  restored  as  an  ortho- 
dox believer  in  the  slavery  creed  in  his  own  native 
state? 

In  the  outline  of  the  defence  which  I propose  to 
make,  l enumerated,  in  general  terms,  a series  of  op- 
pressions, foreign  and  domestic,  which  the  IVee  peo- 
ple in  the  part  of  the  union  I come  from  suffer  from 
that  “plague-spot”  of  which  this  pamphlet  so  elo-  ' 


I quently  speak0,  find  from  its  consequences:  and  in 
order  to  prove  that  that  enumeration  was  supported 
hy  fact,  l asked  for  the  time  which  should  be  neces- 
sary for  that  end;  for  it  may  well  be  supposed  that  it 
will  require  time  to  collect  such  a variety  of  facts 
and  to  examine  principles  of  so  extensive  a bearing. 

Mr.  Marshall  here  put  some  query  to  Mr.  didams, 
whether  he  had  quoted  from  that  pamphlet  as  prov- 
ing him  (Mr.  M.)  to  be  an  abolitionist? 

Mr.  Mams  replied,  no,  sir;  but  as  proving  that  you 
had  been  charged  with  abolitionism  in  yourown  state, 
and  as  being,  as  I supposed,  ready  to  turn  on  me  with 
the  fury  of  a tiger,  in  order  to  sat  isfy  your  constituents 
in  Kentucky  that  no  such  charge  could  now  rest 
upon  your  name. 

Mr.  Marshall  made  a reply,  inaudible  to  the  repor- 
ter. 

Mr.  Adams.  I meant  no  personal  attack  upon  the 
gentleman.  I read  with  the  highest  commendation 
passages  from  a pamphlet  which  he  himself  put  into 
my  hands.  I did  not  consider  it  as  in  any  sense  con- 
fidential. 

Mr.  Marshall.  Nor  I;  not  at  all;  I knew  my  man. 

Mr.  Adams.  I do  not  know  what  he  means  by 
that:  if  he  thought  he  knew  his  man.  * * * * 

[Here  the  rest  was  partially  lost  to  the  reporter — it 
was,  he  believes,  something  about  knowing  him  bet- 
ter before  these  proceedings  were  ended.] 

Mr.  Marshall.  I knew  that  the  gentleman  respect- 
ed nobody. 

Mr.  Adams.  Ah!  the  gentleman  is  touched,  is  he? 
He  makes  a personal  matter  where  I intended  none. 
These  are  glorious  sentiments:  would  to  God  I had 
powers  of  eloquence  equal  to  the  utterance  of  such 
language. 

I hold  that  it  is  no  perjury,  that  it  is  no  high  trea- 
son; but  the  exercise  of  a sacred  right  to  offer  such 
a petition;  and  that  it  is  as  false  in  morals  as  it  is  in- 
human to  fasten  that  charge  on  men  who,  under  the 
countenance  of  such  declarations  as  I have  here  quot- 
ed, come  and  ask  of  this  house  a redress  of  grie- 
vances. I undertake  to  prove  that  the  consequences 
in  the  free  states  from  this  “curse,”  justify  them  in 
such  a course.  And  if  they  do  mistake  their  remedy, 
this  government  should  not  turn  them  away,  and 
charge  them  with  high  treason  and  subornation  of 
perjury;  but  ought  to  take  it  up— to  weigh  the  con- 
siderations which  are  so  eloquently  set  forth  in  the 
pamphlet  I have  quoted;  these  should  be  considered. 

1 If  they  have  mistaken  their  remedy,  the  house  should 
do  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Marshall) 

told  US  he  was  ready  to  <to,  admit  the  facta,  and  tell 
these  men  that  their  grievances  are  not  to  be  reme- 
died by  a dissolution  of  the  union;  that  there  are 
other  remedies  within  their  power,  cither  by  obtain- 
ing an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  or  in  some 
other  constitutional  mode:  and  that,  although  congress 
cannot  grant  the  prayer  of  their  petition,  they  will 
take  upon  themselves  to  remove,  so  far  as  they  can, 
their  just  causes  of  complaint. 

These  sentiments  in  the  pamphlet  from  which  I 
have  read,  are  the  sentiments  of  the  great  patriots 
and  fathers  of  the  revolution— of  Washington,  of 
Jefferson,  of  Madison,  of  Monroe.  They  were  the 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Jefferson  throughout  his  whole 
life.  He  proclaimed  them  in  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence; he  had  proclaimed  them  before  in  the 
legislature  of  his  own  state;  he  had  even  proposed 
in  that  legislature  the  abolition  of  slavery.  And  these 
continued  to  be  his  sentiments  down  to  the  last  day 
of  his  life.  1 will  not  read  the  eloquent  passage  so 
often  quoted  from  his  Notes  of  Virginia — a passage 
in  which  he  declared  that  he  trembled  at  the  thought 
of  the  consequences  of  an  insurrection  of  the  slaves, 
and  admitted  that  in  such  a contest  “the  Almighty 
had  not  one  attribute  which  could  take  sides  w'ith 
the  master.”  I refer  those  who  charge  me  with 
crime  to  the  letter  itself.  In  one  short  passage  of 
the  memoirs  of  his  own  life,  written  towards  its 
close,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  off  his  age,  and 
shortly  before  his  death,  in  giving  an  account  of 
his  movements  in  favor  of  a revision  of  the  laws  of 
Virginia,  he  speaks  of  a bill  proposed  by  him  to  be 
introduced  for  the  abolition  of  slavery;  and  he  there 
says — at  the  close  cl"  life — with  eternity  perhaps  be- 
fore his  eyes: 

“The  bill  on  the  subject  of  slaves  was  a mere  di- 
gest of  the  existing  laws  respecting  them,  without 
any  intimation  of  a plan  for  a future  and  general 
emancipation.  It  wras  thought  better  that  this  should 
be  kept  back,  and  attempted  only  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, whenever  the  bill  should  be  brought  on.  The 
principles  of  the  amendment,  however,  were  agreed 
on;  that  is  to  say,  the  freedom  of  all  born  after  a 
certain  day,  and  deportation  at  a proper  age.  But  it 
was  found  that  the  public  mind  would  not  yet  bear 
the  proposition,  nor  will  it  bear  it  even  this  day. 
Yet  the  day  is  not  distant  when  it  must  bear  and 
adopt  it,  or  worse  will  follow.  Nothing  is  more 
| certainly  written  in  the  book  of  fate  than  that  these 


people  arc  to  he  free;  nor  is  it  le°s  certain  that  the 
two  races,  equally  free,  cannot  live  in  the  same  go- 
vernment.” 

Yes,  sir,  and  he  adds,  “the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  this  must  be  done,  or  worse  will  follow'.” 
These  were  among  the  last  words  of  Jefferson;  and 
I ask  what  worse  than  this  was  there  in  the  memorial 
I presented,  and  which  so  deeply  affected  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  lie 
charged  me  writh  high  treason  and  subornation  of 
perjury  for  introducing  any  thing  that  even  squinted 
towards  such  a thing?  I say  it  was  no  crime  to  pre- 
sent such  a petition  here.  And  I hope  my  colleague, 
(Mr.  Cushing),  from  whose  immediate  constituents 
this  petition  came,  will  vindicate  himself  and  them 
from  the  charge  here  put  forth  against  both.  I say 
it  wms  no  crime.  It  w'as  only  the  exercise  of  a right,  al- 
though they  who  exercised  it  may  have  mistaken  their 
remedy.  I believe  their  complaints  to  be  just;  and 
I hold  that  this  house,  instead  of  turning  them  out  of 
doors,  and  charging  them  with  crimes,  is  hound  to 
consider  their  petition,  and  to  return  them  an  answer 
which  will  contribute  to  the  removal  of  their  grie- 
vances, and  reconcile  them  to  the  continuance  of 
the  union,  which,  under  a state  of  irritated  feeling, 
they  may  have,  for  a moment,  been  ready  to  depart 
from. 

Sir,  the  dissolution  of  the  union!  high  treason! 
subornation  of  perjury!  Why,  sir,  what  is  the  whole 
volume  of  the  proceedings  of  South  Carolina  for  the 
last  ten  years?  What  are  the  two  resolutions  in  the 
pamphlet  from  which  the  gentleman  from  that  state 
(Mr.  Rhett ) read  to  us  on  this  floor?  Was  that  gen- 
tleman ever  charged  with  high  treason  for  having 
prepared  such  resolutions  to  be  offered  here?  Was 
he  charged  with  the  commission  of  perjury  in  his 
own  person?  If  there  be  any  foundation  for  the 
charges  now  made  against  me,  then  the  gentlemafi 
from  South  Carolina  is  guilty  of  actual  perjury  in 
his  own  person;  for  he,  like  the  rest  of  us,  has  sworn 
to  support  the  constitution.  Sir,  dissolution  of  the 
union!  high  treason!  subornation  of  perjury!  Why, 
sir,  it  is  hut  a few  days  since  one  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bolts  ) rose  in  his  place  and  de- 
clared that  one  of  the  high  officers  of  the  govern 
merit — the  secretary  of  the  navy  department — was 
of  opinion  that  it  is  high  time  the  union  should  be 
dissolved,  and  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it.  The  mem- 
ber from  Accomac  rose  instantly  and  denied  it,  and 
then  wrote  to  that  high  dignitary,  calling  upon  him 
for  his  own  disclaimer  of  such  a charge;  but  he 
showed  much  the  same  sort  ot  courtesy  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky has  shown  to  me.  The  high  dignitary,  it  seems, 
is  far  above  any  association  with  the  member  from 
Richmond.  Oh  yes!  he  is  very  far  superior  to  him: 
so  much  so,  that  he  calls  upon  the  public  to  disavow 
that  any  conversation  could  have  been  supposed  to 
pass  between  them.  lie  moves  in  a higher  sphere! 
[A  laugh.]  A member  of  this  house,  placed  hereby 
constituents  as  respectable  as  can  be  found  in  this 
country — the  man  of  forty-seven  thousand — was  a 
character  far  too  low  ever  to  he  found  in  conversa- 
tion at  all  with  so  elevated  a dignitary!  [Laughter.] 
But  does  he  deny  that  he  entertained  the  opinion 
charged  upon  him?  Oh,  no;  he  admits  it  all.  But 
then  it  was  on  conditions!  and  qualifications!  Yes, 
and  what  were  they?  After  asserting  the  high  supe- 
riority of  his  personal  dignity  over  a mere  common 
member  of  congress — I say  a common  member — but 
I might  have  said,  and  all  here  will  bear  me  out  in 
saying,  a very  distinguished  member  of  congress;  hut 
the  dignitary  was  very  far  above  him- — his  associations 
lay  in  a higher  region,  [a  laugh,]  perhaps  above  the 
clouds — perhaps  in  them.  [Loud  laughter.]  After 
stating  this,  he  goes  on  to  say: 

“I  will  not  pretend  to  say  what  Mr.  Bolts  can 
‘prove,’  but  I assert,  in  the  most  direct  and  unquali- 
fied manner,  that  he  cannot  prove  the  truth  of  his 
charge  against  me,  by  any  witness  who  is  himself  a 
man  of  truth.  I understand  that  charge  to  be  that  I 
am,  or  have  been,  the  ‘advocate  of  an  immediate  dis- 
solution of  the  union,  without  qualifications  or  con- 
ditions. 1 have  never,  at  any  time  during  my  life, 
entertained  any  such  opinion  or  feeling.  On  the  con- 
trary, I have  on  all  occasions  advocated  union  upon 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  have 
sought  to  recommend  my  own  principles,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  conservative  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  union.  This  is  well  known  to  you,  for 
with  you  I have  had  conversations  ‘for  hours’  upon 
this  very  subject.  You  say  correctly  that  I have 
‘printed  and  published  my  opinions  under  almost 
every  form  of  address,  essay,  pamphlet  and  book;’  and 
if  any  thing  can  be  found  in  any  of  these  publications 
to  justify  the  charge  of  Mr.  Bolts , I will  surrender 
the  point.” 

Now  we  shall  see  hereafter  whether  he  “sur- 
renders the  point”  or  not,  Mr.  A.  further  read  as 
follows: 
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“I  think  it  almost  certain,  although  I cannot  recall 
anv  particular  occasion  on  which  it  occurred,  that  1 
have  expressed  a decided  preference  for  a dissolution 
of  the  union  over  the  establishment  of  systems  of 
policy  which  I regarded  as  fatal  to  all  true  liberty. 
I avow  the  same  opinion  now.  I would  sooner  see 
the  union  dissolved  than  witness  the  success  of  this 
very  abolition  movement;  I would  sooner  see  it  dis- 
solved than  witness  the  establishment  of  a consoli- 
dated government,  with  all  power  and  right  in  the 
hands  of  an  uncontrolled  and  irresponsible  majority; 
I would  sooner  see  it  dissolved  than  witness  the  es- 
tablishment of  any  principles  which  violate  its  true 
character  and  defeat  its  legitimate  objects.  These 
opinions  I ain  very  certain  that  I have  often  express- 
ed, and  I shall  often  express  them  hereafter.  But 
that  I am,  or  ever  have  been,  a disunionist,  in  any 
other  sense  than  is  here  expressed,  is  utterly  un- 
true.” 

His  “decided  preference” — for  what?  For  high 
treason?  [A  laugh].  No.  For  subornation  of  per- 
jury? No.  “For  a dissolution  of  the  union!” — 
[Laughter.]  He  thinks  he  has.  [Laughter.]  Now 
I say,  give  me  the  benefit  of  that  condition,  and  I will 
show  that  the  men  of  Haverhill  are  the  most  innocent 
persons  in  the  world.  I am  going  to  prove  that  the 
oppressions  they  suffer  come  within  the  very  condi- 
tion on  which  the  honorable  secretary  says  he  should 
prefer  a dissolution  of  the  union.  To  be  sure  they 
would  not  be  the  same.  The  secretary  says  lie  would 
Sooner  witness  a dissolution  of  the  union  “than  wit- 
ness the  success  of  this  very  abolition  movement.” — 
What  does  he  mean?  I suppose  the  Haverhill  peti- 
tion is  the  “abolition  movement.”  If  so,  what  is  its 
“success?”  That  must  be,  its  reception  by  this  house. 
Not  the  grant  of  what  it  prays  for — but  only  that  it 
shall  be  received.  And  does  this  high  dignitary — the 
secretary  of  the  navy  department — mean  to  say  that 
he  should  prefer  a dissolution  of  the  union  to  the  re- 
ception of  this  petition  by  this  house?  Perhaps  the 
member  from  Accomac  or  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky may  be  of  that  opinion.  But  suppose  he  is  not, 
what  does  it  mean?  What  is  the  “abolition  move- 
ment,” as  before  you  now?  Suppose  it  is  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  this  District  of  Columbia — and  per- 
haps the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade — the  recognition 
of  the  black  republic  of  Hayti,  and  the  reception  of 
Quashipornpo  as  a foreign  minister — does  the  secre- 
tary say  he  would  prefer  to  this  the  dissolution  of  the 

Union?  Does  the  gentleman  from  ICoutucluy  say  ill::!' 

I do  riot  ask  the  member  from  Accomac — but  I ask, 
does  the  gentleman  from  Albemarle,  who  offered  the 
first  of  these  resolutions  against  me?  Does  lie  mean 
to  say  that  if  a petition  which  has  been  received  by 
the  house,  and  referred  to  a standing  committee  of 
this  house,  arid  on  which  a report  is  expected,  shall 
be  granted — and  inconsequence  our  commerce  with 
Hayti  shall  be  doubled  and  quadrupled,  and  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  that  government  (suspended 
now,  on  the  simple  condition  of  our  acknowledgment 
of  Haytien  independence)  shall  be  allowed  and  paid, 
this  will  be  such  a “success  of  the  present  abolition 
movement”  that  lie  will  instantly  go  for  a dissolution 
of  the,  union?  Or  does  it  mean  more?  I charge  on 
the  secretary’s  answer  indefinite  language:  there  is  an 
evasion  of  the  question:  he  may  stretch  the  terms  he 
has  used,  or  may  contract  them,  when  it  comes  to  an 
explanation.  It  is  not  a fair,  open,  honest-hearted 
answer  to  the  question  put  to  him,  “are  you  or  are 
not  for  a dissolution  of  the  union?” 

Again:  Pie  says  he  should  prefer  a dissolution  of 

the  union  to  the  establishment  of  “a  consolidated  go- 
vernment.” And  what  is  “a  consolidated  govern- 
ment?” Many  say  that  this  government  is  now  a 
consolidated  government.  They  are  vague  terms. — 
They  have  no  specific  meaning.  And  is  the  secreta- 
ry to  escape  by  a vague  qualification  like  this?  But 
he  should  prefer  a dissolution  of  the  union  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  principles  “which  violate  its  true  cha- 
racter, or  its  legitimate  objects.”  And  again,!  ask, 
what  are  they?  Most  assuredly  to  this  secretary  they 
are  one  thing,  and  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  they  are 
another.  What  is  the  “true  character”  of  the  go- 
vernment? What  are  its  “legitimate  objects?”  Plere 
is  a wide  range  for  every  member  of  this  house  to 
judge  for  himself.  If  one  man  has  a right  to  say 
what  they  are,  another  man  has  the  same  right,  un- 
der the  same  common  instrument — the  constitution. 
On  this  ground,  every  man  in  this  house,  as  soon  as, 
in  his  opinion,  the  true  and  legitimate  purposes  of 
this  government  are  violated,  may  take  steps  to  dis- 
solve the  union,  plere,  in  this  house,  is  a body  of 
us,  who  think  that  a protective  tarifi'  is  amorig'lhe 
“legitimate  objects”  of  this  federal  government;  and 
not  only  so,  but  that  its  establishment  is  one  of  the 
most  sacred  duties  of  congress.  We  Hold  that  the 
constitution  is  extended  over  this  wide  empire  for 
the  protection  of  all  our  great  interests — for  the  pro- 
tection, if  you  please,  of  the  interests  of  slavery.  I 
do  not  deny  that:  I admit  it.  For  the  protection  of 


the  people  against  the  Indian  tribes:  and  my  consti- 
tuents have  paid  by  the  million  for  such  protection. 
We  think  this  government  was  established  for  the 
protection  of  commerce,  of  navigation,  of  agricul- 
ture, of  manufactures;  and  that  if  you  put  out  of  that 
protection  any  one  class  of  our  citizens,  you  do,  in 
fact,  dissolve  the  union,  ipso  facto.  That  is  im/  creed, 
so  help  me  God!  Is  that  the  creed  of  either  of  the 
gentlemen  before  me  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Houston 
and  Mr.  Payne? ) I trow  not.  They  may  think  it  is 
for  tiie  purpose  of  the  slave  trade,  African  or  Ameri- 
can; but  I say  it  is  for  the  protection  of  slavery  in  the 
states  where  slavery  exists.  Yes:  I admit  that  the 

government  is  for  that,  and  I am  willing,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  constitution,  to  carry  that  protection  into 
execution.  But  I will  not,  under  color  of  doing  this, 
go  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  trade,  or  for  de- 
priving the  people  of  the  habeas  corpus , or  of  the  trial 
by  jury , or  of  the  freedom  of  the  press.  I am  not 
for  that;  perhaps  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is. — 
That  is  a dilference  of  opinion.  It  is  a fair  subject 
for  discussion  in  this  house,  for  mutual  compromise, 
for  friendly  consultation,  and  mutual  accommodation 
after  proper  discussion  had. 

Now  I will  merely  take  the  platform  laid  down  to 
us  by  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy  of  his  pur- 
poses, wishes,  and  opinions,  as  expressed  in  private 
and  in  public,  and  claim  the  benefit  of  them  for  these 
petitioners.  I will  take  his  ground,  and  say  that  these 
petitioners  are  entitled  to  do  the  same.  I believe  the 
grounds  are  mistaken  by  them  and  by  him.  I have 
no  faith  in  the  doctrine.  I hold  that  the  secretary'  is 
more  responsible  to  bis  country  for  the  avowals  he 
has  made  in  that  letter,  than  these  petitioners  are 
for  the  language  used  in  their  petition.  I claim  for 
them  the  benefit  of  these  opinions,  as  I do  of  the 
pamphlet  quoted  to  us  here  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett.)  I insist,  I demand  that 
this  house  shall  not  assume,  to  be  the  accusers  and 
the  judges  of  my  eonsiituents  as  well  as  of  myself. — 
They  have  no  authority  over  them.  They  have  no 
right  to  charge  them,  for  the  exercise  cf  their  fran- 
chises as  freemen,  with  high  treason  and  subornation 
of  perjury.  Me  (he  house  has  in  its  power,  but  not 
my  constituents;  and  I say  it  is  insolent  presumption 
in  any  portion  of  this  house  to  arrogate  to  itself  this 
supervision  over  the  constituent  body.’  Isay  further, 
that,  if  this  charge  is  to  be  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, 1 demand  that  these  petitioners  shall  be  heard 
bului  t;  lh-.1t  committee;  oi , if  it  is  to  be  sent  to  a court 
of  justice,  that  they  shall  be  heard  before  that  court, 
by  themselves  or  their  counsel,  and  with  all  the  bene- 
fit of  witnesses  and  of  the  attendance  of  all  who  be- 
fore this  house  charge  me  with  any  offence  in  having 
presented  their  petition.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky contends  that  no  charge  of  treason  or  of  subor- 
nation of  perjury  is  made  against  me,  because,  in  his 
resolutions,  he  directs  that  charge  against  them;  but  I 
say  that  he  has  no  right  to  bring  such  a charge 
against  me  before  they  shall  have  first  been  proved 
guilty  before  the  courts  of  the  country. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Adams  gave  way  for  a motion  by 
Mr.  Bolts  to  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailing,  the 
house  thereupon  adjourned. 

This  debate  was  not  further  carried  on;  the  house 
having,  at  the  next  day’s  sitting,  disposed  of  the 
question  by  laying  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 
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February  16.  The  president  laid  before  the  body 
a communication  from  the  department  of  state  in  re- 
lation to  the  sixth  .cbnsus,  distribution  of  the  copies 
printed,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan-,  from  citizens  of  Warren  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  the  Sene- 
ca Indians. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  Pittsburg  and 
its  vieinity,  asking  congress  to  revise  the  tariff  laws 
and  grant  protection  to  home  industry. 

Also,  from  the  manufacturers  of  window  and  flint 
glass,  asking  additional  duties  on  that  manufacture. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Columbia  county,  against 
the  admission  of  any  new  slave  state  into  the  union, 
and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas.  Motion  to  re- 
ceive laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a resolution  calling  on  the 
executive  for  information  as  to  what  proceedings,  if 
any,  had  been  had  in. the  case  of  the  Creole  since  the 
transmission  of  his  last  communication  to  this  body. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a resolution  instructing  the 
judiciary  to  bring  in  a bill  to  amend  the  bankrupt 
Jaw  in  certain  particulars. 


Mr.  Barrow's  resolution  hitherto  submitted  for  in- 
formation on  navy  yard  expenditures,  Pensacola  navy 
yard,  &.c.  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Woodbury's  resolution  for  information  on  ex- 
penditures on  public  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton was  taken  up,  amended  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Mangum  submitted  a resolution  for  detailed 
information  of  expenditures  on  treasury  building  and 
patent  office. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Walker 
on  the  4th  instant,  was  taken  up: 

Resolved.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  he 
reques:ed.  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  intertst.  to 
communicate  to  'lie  senate  all  papers  addressed  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States  or  department  of  state  from 
citizens  of  the  United  Sln'es  hiving  claims  upon  Mexico, 
relating  to  the  terms  of  the  convention  between  the  U. 
States  and  Mexico,  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  execution 
of  i he  same,  stating  objections  to  its  execution,  and  the 
answers  thereto;  also,  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  board 
appointed  under  said  convention  up  to  ihe  period  when 
they  proceeded  to  act  on  individual  eases;  also,  copies  of 
any  notification  from  the  state  department,  or  from  any 
other  quarter,  of  the  time  and  place  of  first  meeting  of 
said  board:  also,  copies  of  any  communications  which 
may  have  been  addressed  to  the  members  of  the  bonrd 
appointed  by  the  United  States,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
touching  the  organization  of  the-  board  or  its  mode  of 
proceeding;  also,  copies,  of  the  commissions  of  all  the 
members  of  said  board,  and  of  the  instructions,  if  any, 
from  either  government  to  the  said  board  or  its  mem- 
bers; also,  any  communications  from  the  late  American 
consul  at  Santa  Fe  to  the  department  of  state  touching 
an  v violad-m  of  the  rights  of  American  citizen®. 

Mr.  Wright  offered  the  following  amendment: 

“And  that  the  president  also  be  requested  to  cause  to 
be  communicated  to  the  senate  a tabular  statement  ol  the 
names  of  the  claimants  whose  eases  have  been  present- 
ed to  the  Mexican  commission  and  acted  upon  by  the 
same;  the  nature  of  tiie  claims;  the  amount  of  indemni- 
ty claimed  in  each  case,  principal  and  in'erest.  if  any;  the 
amount  reported  and  allowed  by  the  board  ol  commis- 
sioners, and  the  date  and  amount  of  tiie  award,  designat- 
ing the  interest,  principal  and  total,  and  showing,  in  cases 
where  the  award  lias  been  marie  by  tiie  umpire,  the 
amount  allowed  by  tiie  American  or  Mexican  commis- 
sioners and  bv  the  said  umpire.” 

Mr.  Wright  thought  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
his  amendment.  He  had  no  doubt  about  the  proprie- 
ty of  the  cal),  but  did  doubt  the  propriety  of  offering 
it  at  this  time.  Reasons  were  given  why  it  would  be 
more  wise  to  defer  the  resolution  until  the  20th  inst. 
when  the  commission  would  expire. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  resolution  called  for  a great  vo- 
lume of  papers.  From  what  tie  had  heard,  he  believ- 
ed there  was  good  ground  of  complaint  in  regard  to 
some  of  the  claims.  But  what,  he  would  ask,  would 
be  gained  from  the  adoption  of  the  resolution?  The 
executive,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  trie  proper  authori- 
ty to  remedy  the  defect  growing  out  of  a neglect  of 
claims.  The  power  to  negotiate  and  treat  was  left 
with  him,  and  the  senate  should  act  after,  and  not  be- 
fore. The  resuit  would  be,  he  thought.,  if  persisted 
in,  rather  to  embarrass  than  to  diminish  difficulties. 
The  same  was  true  in  regard  to  the  Creole  case. — 
Difficulties  were  multiplied  by  the  action. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  concurred  with  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  generally  in  regard  to  what  was  said 
respecting  our  foreign  relations.  The  executive 
should  be  applied  to  first.  But  in  regard  to  the 
Creole  case  there  seemed  to  be  an  exception.  We 
had  partial  information  on  this  subject,  and  it  was 
desirable  that  we  should  have'  fuller  information. — 
Mr.  C.  made  some  reference  to  the  British  parlia- 
ment, as  affording  a precedent  for  the  kind  of  infor- 
mation to  be  obtained  in  reference  to  tiie  Creole. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  no  information  was  given  pending  a 
negotiation.  In  regard  to  the  northeastern  boundary, 
the  publication  of  information  had  threatened  the 
worst  consequences,  and  two  of  his  colleagues  had 
feared  a rupture  in  consequence.  It  was  a matter  of 
grave  complaint  in  England  and  here,  that  commu- 
nications had  been  published  pending  negotiations. 

Mr.  Rives  said,  that  while  there  had  been  too  much 
latitude  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  information 
I here  pending  negotiations,  there  had  been  too  much 
strictness  in  the  governments  of  Europe.  He  believ- 
| ed  that  there  was  a disposition  abroad  to  relax  in  this 
; matter,  and  to  conform  more  to  the  American  usage. 

! Nothing,  he  believed,  had  yet  been  published  in  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  the  Creole  at  all  calculated  to  af- 
fect the  interests  of  the  parties  interested.  In  re- 
ference to  the  ease  now  under  consideration,  he 
! thought  it  should  be.  referred  to  tiie  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  who  had  the  subject  under  their 
consideration.  He  thought  with  the  senator  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wright !,  1 hr. t the  subject  might  as 
well  be  passed  over  until  the  commission  closed,  as 
that  commission  was  now  under  a full  sail  of  busi- 
ness. If  the  resolution  was  to  be  considered  at  this 
time,  he  would  ask  for  the  adoption  of  an  amendment. 
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■which  he  presumed  the  senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Welker),  who  had  moved  the  resolution,  would  have 
no  hesitation  in  adopting  as  a part  of  liis  own  reso- 
lution, to  wit: 

“Copies  of  any  communications  or  representations  not 
heretofore  communicated  to  ihe  senate,  which  may  have 
been  adopted  by  the  department  of  state  by  any  portion 
of  the  said  claimants  in  relation  to  (he  proceedings  and 
progress?)}'  the  Mexican  commissioners  under  the  said 
convention;  also,  any  correspondence  which  may  have 
taken  place  between  tire  Mexican  commissioners  and 
the  secretary  of  state  touching  the  execution  of  proceed- 
ings under  the  said  commission,  if  not  of  such  a charac- 
ter as,  it!  the  opinion  of  die  president,  to  he  improper  to 
be  communicated.” 

The  amendment  was  accepted  and  incorporated  in 
the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  move  to  refer  the  re- 
solution to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Walker  had  no  objections  to  the  reference  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  would  agree 
to  the  postponement  to  Monday  week,  and  to  consi- 
der the  subject  as  a special  order  for  that  day.  But 
he  protested  in  the  name  of  the  American  citizens 
interested  in  this  subject  against  withholding  infor- 
mation or  action  upon  this  subject.  He  was  for  hav- 
ing all  information  upon  this  subject  laid  before  the 
American  senate. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  Undoubtedly  information  should 
be  given  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Walker.  Why,  then,  oppose  the  resolution,  or 
refer  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations?  Before 
closing,  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  give  some  facts  con- 
nected with  the  trade  of  Mexico  and  this  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  extent  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  trade  with  Mexico,  while  it  had  increased 
with  other  governments.  The  reasons  of  this  dimu- 
nition, the  extent  of  which  was  stated  by  the  senater 
from  Mississippi,  were  stated  to  be  the  abandonment 
of  the  rights  of  American  citizens.  Our  flag  had 
been  torn  down  there;  the  government  had  neglected 
the  rights  of  our  citizens:  and  our  commerce,  in  con- 
sequence, with  Mexico,  had  been  reduced  almost  to 
nothing,  while  the  commerce  with  France,  a govern- 
ment which  protected  its  citizens,  had  greatly  in- 
creased. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  the  senator  from  Mississippi 
had  not  done  juslice  to  his  government.  The  facts 
connected  with  the  commission  were  briefly  stated 
by  the  senator,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
government  were  not  responsible  for  any  improper 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  commissioners. 
It  was  well  known  to  all  that  General  Jackson  had 
brought  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  senate,  and 
that  the  commission  now  in  force  was  the  result. 

Mr.  Walker  said  if  justice  had  been  done  to  Ame- 
rican citizens,  he  would  ask  why  it  was  that  our 
commerce  had  fallen  oil’ as  it  had?  In  regard  to  Ge- 
neral Jackson,  he  acquitted  him  of  all  blame.  He 
recommended  that  the  rights  of  our  citizens  should 
be  maintained  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon;  and  if  his 
advice  had  been  carried  out,  there  would  have  been 
no  war,  and  the  rights  of  our  citizens  would  have 
been  maintained. 

After  a word  or  two  from  Mr.  Buchanan  connected 
with  the  appointment  and  progress  of  the  commission, 
the  whole  subject  was  postponed  to  Monday  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn , 

liesalced,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the.  senate,  if  not  incompa- 
tible with  the  public  interest,  all  the  information  in  his 
possession  which  nitty  relate  to  t he  recent  outrages  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexican  citizens  or  people  on  the  persons 
and  proper  y ol  the  American  consul  and  other  Ameri- 
can citizens  residing  at  Santa  Fe  an  I tire  northern  pro- 
vinces of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Benlon  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  t he  nature  ol  the  payments  now  made  or 
offered  to  be  made  by  the  federal  ; overninent  to  its  cre- 
ditors; whether  the  same  are  made  in  hard  money  or  pa- 
per maney;  whether  the  creditors  have  their  op'io  >; 
whether  the  government  paper  is  at  a discount;  and  what 
remedy,  it  any,  is  necessary  to  enable  t lie  government  10 
keep  its  faith  with  the  public  creditors,  so  as  to  save  them 
from  losses,  the  constitution  from  violation,  and  the  coun- 
try from  disgrace. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  in  rela- 
tion to  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
read  a first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  King,  referred  to  the  committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of 
the  state  of  Georgia,  for  money  advanced  by  that 
state  on  account  of  expenses  incurred  by  calling  out 
militia  in  cases  of  emergency,  to  aid  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida  and  Alabama,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  \1.  The  committee  on  claims  report- 
ed adversely  to  Ihq  < laims  of  the  heirs  of  Hubert  Ful- 
ton. 

Mr.  More'mad  submitted  a resolution  for  establish- 
ing a standing  committee  on  retrenchment. 


Mr.  Simmons  a resolution  for  the  postponement  of 
the  bankrupt  law  for  one  year.  The  chair  decided 
it  to  be  out  of  order.  Several  bills  of  private  claims, 
&c.  were  passed  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  18.  Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  tariff, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  compromise  act.  The  me- 
morialists were  opposed  to  this  act,  and  asked  the  se- 
nator, when  presenting  the  petition,  to  express  his 
views  in  regard  to  it.  Mr.  Clay  took  occasion  to  do  so, 
and  iQ  a few  words. 


Two  motives  had  operated  upon  his  (Mr.  Clay's ) 
mind,  and  he  believed  on  the  minds  of  others,  to 
induce  them  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  law. 
The  first  was  to  avert  the  calamity  of  civil  war,  the 
fire  of  which  having  been  lighted  up  in  South  Caro- 
lina, threatened  to  extend  its  flames  over  the  whole 
union;  the  second  was  to  preserve  from  utter  destruc- 
tion, the  system  of  protection  which  Pennsylvania 
favored  when  the  law  was  passed;  and  he  would  re- 
peat here,  although  it  would  not  be  long  before  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  go  into  an  examination 
of  the  whole  subject,  that  if  the  compromise  act  had 
not  been  adopted,  the  whole  system  of  production 
would  have  been  swept  by  the  board  by  the  prepon- 
derating influence  of  the  illustrious  man  then  at  the 
head  of  the  government,  (General  Jackson),  at  the 
very  next  session  after  its  enactment.  With  regard 
to  the  operation  of  this  act,  it  was  a great  mistake 
to  say  that  any  portion  of  the  embarrassments  of  the 
country  had  resulted  from  it.  Other  causes  had  con- 
tributed to  this  result,  and  it  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  experiments  which  had  been  made  upon  the  cur- 
rency. The  embarrassments  were  also  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  action  of  states,  which,  by  plunging  into 
schemes  of  internal  improvement,  had  contracted 
debts  abroad,  and  thereby  given  a false  and  fictitious 
appearance  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country;  and, 
when  their  bonds  depreciated,  the  evils  under  which 
they  now  suffered,  as  a consequence,  ensued.  As  to 
the  compi’omise,  he  had  already  said  that  it  was  his 
purpose,  as  long  as  he  shoald  remain  in  the  senate,  to 
maintain  that  the  original  principles  of  the  act  should 
be  carried  out  faithfully  and  honestly;  and,  if  in  pro 
viding  for  an  adequate  revenue  for  an  economical 
administration  of  (lie  government,  they  could  at  the 
same  time  afford  incidental  protection,  he  would  be 
happy  if  both  of  these  objects  could  be  accomplish- 
ed; but  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  interests  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  go  beyond  a revenue  tariff,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  protection,  then  he  hoped 
that  every  senator  and  representative  from  that  slate, 
and  those  of  other  states  and  other  interests  who 
thought  it  necessary  to  transcend  the  revenue,  would 
take  up  this  subject  of  protection  and  carry  it  to  the 
point  which  their  local  interests  demanded. 


Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  South  Carolina  opposed  the 
tariff  of  1828  because  it  was  a palpable  violation  of 
the  constitution,  destructive  of  her  interests,  and 
threatening  to  overthrow  the  government  itself;  that 
when  he  yielded  to  the  compromise  act,  he  conceiv- 
ed that  the  protective  principle  was  surrendered  in 
loto;  and  that  it  was  only  in  this  view  that  he  acted 
in  yielding  his  assent  to  the  bill.  Any  duty  which 
transcended  twenty  per  cent,  was  a violation  of  the 
compromise,  and  more  especially  if  it  were  caused  by 
a surrender  of  any  branch  of  the  revenue. 

He  did  believe  with  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
that  General  Jackson  could  have  prostrated  the  pro- 
tective system  if  the  compromise  act  had  not  passed. 
He  thought  it  would  have  been  beyond  his  power. 
Mr.  Calhoun  regarded  the  smallness  of  the  reduction 
of  duties  by  the  compromise  act  as  one  of  the  great 
causes  of  the  present  distress.  The  low  pi’ice  of 
cotton  had  now  made  the  manufacturers  more  pros- 
perous than  ever  before. 

Mr.  Clay  combatted  the  idea  of  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  the  tariff  had  created  the  em- 
barrassments which  existed  for  a long  time  in  the 
country.  He  referred  the  senator  to  the  discussions 
upon  llie  tariff  acts,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  reverse  was  true.  If  the  senator  would  look  to 
the  tariff  acts  of  ’24,  ’28,  32,  and  the  compromise 
act  of  1833,  he  would  find  that  the  revenues  of  the 
country  had  never  been  more  from  these  acts  than 
the  expenditures  of  government.  The  whole  sur- 
plus revenue,  about  which  so  much  had  been  heard, 
and  which  was  attributed  to  the  protective  policy, 
originated  exclusively  in  the  extensive  land  sales, 
which  had  swelled  in  one  year  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars.  These  ex- 
cessive sales  alone  had  exceeded  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  revenue  which  had  ever  been  brought  into  the 
treasury. 

Hereafter,  he  said,  he  should  be  able  to  show  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  stand  by  the  twenty  per 
ce.it.  even  by  withdrawing  the  whole  of  the  land 
fund  from  its  appropriated  purpose  of  distribution, 
and  placing  it  in  the  treasury. 
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Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  regretted  that  the  senator  had 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  reply  to  what  he  had  said; 
The  senator  had  stated  his  impressions,  and  he  felt 
called  upon  to  state  his  in  reply.  If  the  land  funxll 
was  replaced  in  the  treasury,  and  the  limitation  of 
2(1  per  cent,  duty  adhered  to,  the  receipts  would  be 

ample  for  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  government 

This  might  not  be  the  ease  at  once,  because  there 
was  a public  debt  upon  the  country;  but  with  the. 
land  fund  and  20  per  cent,  the  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury would  be  sufficient  for  the  expenditures,  and  to 
create  a sinking  fund  for  the  gradual  extintion  of  the 
public  debt. 

Mr.  Preston  believed  the  compromise  act  a wise 
and  humane  law,  conceived  in  a wise  and  generous- 
spirit,  and  if  it  could  yet  be  a rallying  point,  it  would 
be  well.  If  not,  he  feared  the  consequences  w’ould 
create  an  alarm,  the  extent  of  which  could  not  be 
foreseen.  He  did  not  say  we  could  not,  or  should 
not  go  beyond  beyond  twenty  per  cent,  in  providing 
a revenue  sufficient  for  the  economical  administra- 
tion of  the  government.  If  more  was  wanted  for  the. 
waifare  of  the  country,  he  should  say  grant  it.  He 
said  let  the  imposts  be  equal  to  the  fair  and  ligitimate 
expenditures  of  government;  but  nothing  more  than 
this,  though  to  this  extent  he  would  go.  The  dutv  0f 
twenty  per  cent,  wisely  imposcu,  lie  believed  would 
be  equal  to  the  public  wants,  and  he  would  not  yield 
one  cent  beyond  this  until  the  land  revenue  was 
brought  back  into  the  treasury,  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Preston,  in  closing  his  remarks,  denied  that 
disunion  was  ever,  even  at  the  moment  of  Ihe  greatest 
excitement,  designed  by  the  stale  of  South  Carolina. 
No  such  thing  was  contemplated  except  as  the  last 
resort  and  as  the  only  means  of  getting  rid  of  a great 
and  unbearable  oppression. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial,  which,  he  said, 
was  well  written,  being  from  a naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  asking  that  measures  might  be  tsk- 
ken  to  protect  those  citizens  in  case  of  war.  Mr.  C. 
said  the  memorialist  was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  and 
full  of  the  generous  and  ardent  devotion  which  be- 
longs so  peculiarly  to  his  countrymen,  where  his 
adopted  country  was  concerned.  Although  he  (Mr. 
C.)  did  not  apprehend  any  war,  yet  he  expressed  his 
entire  readiness  to  defend  the  adopted  citizen  to  the 
same  extent  he  would  the  native.  He  moved  the 
reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  Hunt- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  protection  for 
the  iron  trade  and  manufacture  of  the  country,  and 
stating  that  no  duty  less  than  the  tariff  of  1839  will 
be  adequate  as  a means  of  protection  against  foreign 
competition. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  a duty  which  he  owed 
to  the  venerable  ex-president  of  the'  United  States  to 
refer  the  senate  and  the  country  to  his  expressed  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  about  the  time 
when  the  compromise  act  passed.  These  opinions 
were  now  matters  of  history;  and  lie  thought  the  se- 
nator from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay ) was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  he  intended  to  prostrate  the  whole 
protective  system. 

In  his  message  to  congress  of  the  4th  December, 
1832,  he  says:  “Those  who  take  an  enlarged  view  of 
the  condition  of  our  country  must  be  satisfied  that  the 
policy  of  protection  must  be  ultimately  limited  to 
those  articles  of  domestic  manufacture  which  are  in- 
dispensable to  our  safety  in  time  of  war.  Within 
Ibis  scope,  on  a reasonable  scale,  it  is  recommended, 
by  every  consideration  of  patriotism  and  duty,  which 
will  doubtless  always  secure  to  it  a liberal  and  effi- 
cient support.”  And,  again,  in  the  same  message: 
“In  effecting  this  adjustment,  [of  the  tariff,]  it  is  due, 
in  justice  to  the  interests  of  the  different  states,  and 
even  to  the  preservation  of  the  union  itself,  that  the 
protection  afforded  by  existing  laws  to  any  branches 
of  the  national  industry  should  not  exceed  what  may 
he  necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of  foreign 
nations,  and  to  secure  a supply  of  those  articles  of 
manufacture  essential  to  the  national  independence 
and  safety  in  time  of  war.” 

In  his  celebrated  anti-nullification  message  to  con- 
gress of  the  16th  January7, 1833,  he  came  out  decided- 
ly againt  the  principle  of  the  compromise  act  estab- 
lishing the  same  rate  of  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  arti- 
cles, whether  they  had  been  protected  or  unprotected. 
In  l-eply  to  the  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  convention  of  South  Carolina,  he  says: 
“The  majority  of  the  states,  and  of  the  people,  will 
certainly  not  consent  that  the  protecting  duties  shall 
be  wholly  abrogated,  never  to  be  re-enacted  at  any 
future  lime,  or  in  any  possible  contingency.  As  lit- 
tle practicable  is  it  to  provide  that  ‘the  same  rale  of 
duty  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  protected  articles 
that  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected;”  which, 
moreover,  would  be  severely  oppressive  to  the  poor, 
and  in  time  of  war,  would  add  greatly  to  its  rigors.1 
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Mr.  B.  rose  merely  to  put  the  senator  right  as  to 
the  opinions  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  not  at  this  time  to 
express  any  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Clay.  1 can  establish,  beyond  all  doubt,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  was  opposed  to  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  I have  just  been  engaged  in  prov- 
ing that  he  was  opposed  to  this  act.  He  was  in  favor 
of  discriminating  duties  for  the  purpose  of  counter- 
acting the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  se- 
cure a supply  of  those  articles  of  manufacture  essen- 
tial to  the  national  independence  and  safety  in  time 
of  war;  and  he  was  therefore  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  the  compromise  act  establishing  the 
same  rate  of  duty  upon  the  paotected  and  unprotect- 
ed articles.  The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

February  21.  The  president  of  the  senate  pre- 
sented a communication  from  the  war  department, 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  held 
in  the  case  of  doctor  Maxwell. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
U.  States,  transmitting  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  adopt- 
ed on  the  18th  instant,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Walker, 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  action  taken 
by  this  government  in  the  Creole  case.  [For  letter 
from  secretary  of  state  to  the  minister  at  London, 
see  p.  403;]  which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  state  which  had  just  been  read  was  not  only 
written  with  extraordinary  ability  and  force  of  argu- 
ment, but  it  was  marked  by  the  force  of  truth,  and 
sustained  all  the  principles  involved  clearly,  forcibly, 
and  fully.  He  considered,  also,  that  it  sustained  in 
fact  the  principles  of  the  resolutions  heretofore 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  referring  to  the  cases  of  the 
Comet,  Enterprise,  and  Encomium.  He  hoped  that 
lord  Aberdeen,  in  the  consideration  of  this  question, 
would  be  found  more  reasonable  than  lord  Palmer- 
ston had  been,  whose  opinions  were  not  only  untena- 
ble, but  at  variance  with  every  principle  in  the  law 
of  nations,  and  which  he  trusted  would  be  abandon- 
ed by  the  present  minister,  who,  with  his  party,  hav- 
ing come  into  power  by  a majority  altogether  unpre- 
cedented, as  he  believed,  must  feel  strong  enough  to 
adopt  principles  founded  on  a basis  of  enlarged  and 
enlightened  policy,  it  was  his  wish  and  solicitude 
that  a treaty  or  convention  might  be  formed  between 
the  two  countries  upon  just  and  equitable  principles, 
and  which  would  terminate  the  questions  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  government:!,  and  wldel.,  if  net  ter- 
minated in  this  way,  would  result  in  a war  between 
the  two  countries. 

Mr.  Walker  then  moved  that  the  communication 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  rose  to  second  the  motion 
submitted  by  the  senator  from  Mississippi.  The  let- 
ter which  had  been  read  was  drawn  up  with  great 
ability,  and  covered  the  ground  which  had  been  as- 
sumed on  this  subject  by  all  parties  in  the  senate. 
He  hoped  that  it  would  have  a beneficial  effect,  not 
only  upon  the  United  States,  but  Great  Britain. 
Coming  from  the  quarter  it  did,  this  document  would 
do  more  good  than  in  coming  from  any  other  quarter. 
He  rose,  however,  not  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to 
second  the  motion  to  print  the  document,  and  the 
annroval  of  it,  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  se- 
nator from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Calhoun  submitted  a motion  to  print  1,000  ex- 
tra copies. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  (he  printing  of  the 
communication,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  printing  the  thou- 
sand additional  copies. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  resolution  requiring  the  refe- 
rence of  a proposition  of  that  kind  to  the  committee 
on  printing  would  be  complied  with.  He  saw  no 
necessity  for  printing  a thousand  additional  copies. 
It  was  consequently  referred  to  the  committee  on 
printing. 

Mr.  Walker  then  renewed  his  motion  to  refer  the 
communication  to  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Huntington  presented  a memorial,  numerously 
signed  by  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  asking 
that  such  alteration,  as  to  congress  may  seem  fit,  may 
be  made  in  the  laws  in  relation  to  drawbacks  as  will 
allow  this  right  to  be  extended  to  all  shipments,  whe- 
ther by  sea  or  inland  navigation,  to  the  British  North 
American  colonies,  as  also  on  the  re-exportation  from 
the  United  States  of  all  dutiable  goods  imported  from 
these  colones. 

The  signatures,  said  Mr.  H.  are  those  of  the  most 
influential  and  extensive  houses  in  New  York,  and 
some  of  them  personally  known  to  me.  The  memo- 
rialists represent  that  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  North  American  colonies  is  on 
a very  limited  scale,  compared  with  what  it  might  be 
were  it  not  for  the  restrictions  with  which  it  is 


shackled,  and  which  do  not  extend  to  our  trade  with  I 
any  other  countries:  that  no  drawback  is  allowed  on 
the  exportation  to  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  or  Nova 
Scotia,  of  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  which  duty  has  been  paid:  that  since  the  alteration 
of  the  tariff  in  183.3,  by  which  many  articles  were  ad- 
mitted free  into  the  United  States,  there  has  been  a 
great  increase  in  the  export  of  such  to  Canada,  chief- 
ly by  way  of  the  New  York  canals  and  the  lakes, 
though  this  has  again  ceased,  of  all  articles  hereto- 
fore free,  on  which  a duty  was  imposed  at  the  last 
session  of  congress:  that  it  is  the  belief  of  the  memo- 
rialists that,  provided  the  right  of  drawback  were 
extended  to  such  exportation,  Canada  would  draw 
from  the  United  States  almost  her  entire  supply  of 
West  India  productions,  and  of  European  goods  other 
than  British,  as  they  would  in  this  way  reach  them 
at  a lower  cost  than  that  at  which  they  could  be  im- 
ported through  Quebec,  and  thus  give  to  the  mer- 
chants and  shipping  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
New  York  canals  and  rail  roads,  the  benefit  of  this 
increased  trade. 

Mr.  H.  remarked,  that  if  none  but  persons  of  the 
character  of  the  memorialists  were  to  engage  in  the 
trade  to  and  from  the  colonies,  no  danger  would  be 
incurred  by  gran'ing  the  privilege  asked  for;  but  the 
business  would  be  open  to  all  who  might  choose  to 
engage  in  it,  and  to  extend  the  system  in  opposition 
to  the  settled  policy  of  the  government,  so  as  to  al- 
low a drawback  on  goods  re-exported  to  and  from 
the  British  colonies,  by  sea,  inland  navigation,  and 
rail  roads,  as  asked  for,  would  open,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
a wide  door  for  smugglers  to  enter,  and  lead  to  viola- 
tions of  the  laws  alike  prejudicial  to  the  public  cha- 
racter, morals  and  revenue,  by  those  who  have  nei- 
ther principle  nor  patriotism  to  restrain  their  cupidity 
and  avarice.  I have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  these 
suggestions,  that  it  may  be  understood  that  there  are 
great,  perhaps  insuperable,  difficulties,  in  my  judg- 
ment, in  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  the  memorialists. 
Their  petition  will  receive  ail  the  attention  which  its 
importance  demands  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, to  which  I move  that  it  be  referred,  together 
with  the  letter  to  me  which  accompanied  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  several  memorials,  each 
numerously  and  respectably  signed,  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Huntington,  Chester,  Northampton,  Lebanon, 
Lycoming,  and  others,  stating  that  the  iron  business 
cannot  exist  under  the  present  tariff. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  attributing  much 
of  the  evils  of  tho  prooont  em harrassmeti ts  to  the  com- 
promise act. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  22  petitions  from  citizens  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  five  others  from  different  parts  of  the  same 
state,  asking  the  prohibition  of  involuntary  servi- 
tude. 

Motion  to  receive  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a petition  from  a number  of 
the  citizens  of  Warren,  Knox  and  Fulton  counties, 
in  the  state  of  Illinois,  praying  for  a grant  of  land  to 
aid  that  state  in  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal,  equal  to  the  grants  heretofore  made 
to  the  state  of  Ohio  for  the  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Young  said,  these  petitioners  after  speaking 
of  the  wild  and  improvident  scheme  of  internal  im- 
provements, which  has  well  nigh  prostrated  the 
prospects  of  our  beautiful  stale,  by  retarding  emi- 
gration and  imposing  upon  the  people  a debt,  op- 
pressive in  its  amount,  with  a loss  of  credit  corres- 
ponding with  the  depreciationjof  our  stocks,  and, 
I must  again  repeat,  to  their  “credit,  “we  never- 
theless feel  ourselves  bound  as  a state  to  redeem  our 
pledges.”  Sir,  (said  Mr.  Y.)  this  is  a noble  senti- 
ment, and  worthy  of  those  hardy  sons  of  the  west  from 
whom  it  emanates.  And  now,  Mr.  President,  (said 
Mr.  Y.)  what  do  these  people  ask?  Simply  to  do  for 
Illinois  what  we  have  done  for  her  sister  state  Ohio. 
Some  years  ago,  sir,  after  the  state  of  Ohio  had  ex- 
pended considerable  sums  towards  the  construction 
of  her  internal  improvements,  she  asked  for  and  ob- 
tained an  additional  quantity  of  500,000  acres,  to  aid 
in  the  completion  of  these  improvements,  or  to  be 
applied  in  the  payment  of  the  debt  and  interest  al- 
ready incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  these  public 
works.  Now,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  Y.)  how  is 
this  with  Illinois?  When  we  commenced  the  great 
work  of  constructing  a canal  to  connect  the  waters 
of  Lake  Michigan  with  those  of  Illinois  river,  the 
estimate  of  the  entire  cost  by  the  first  board  of  com- 
missioners was  less  than  one  million  of  dollars.  We 
then  received  a grant  of  land  from  the  United  Stales 
of  something  less  than  300,000  acres.  Now  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  cost,  when  completed,  would 
exceed  eight  millions  ol  dollars.  Already  has  the 
state  ol  Illinois  expended  more  than  four  millions 
ol  dollars  upon  this  work.  Her  resources  are  ex- 
hausted, the  energies  of  her  citizens  are  paralyzed, 


and  hence  this  appeal  for  aid  to  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  jj 
on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  : 
was  referred  the  exchequer  plan,  reported  a bill,  ac- 
companied  by  a report,  which  having  been  read  aDd 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  lor  this  day  two 
wreeks, 

Mr.  Buchanan  asked,  would  it  be  deemed  improper  I 
to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  the  W 
report  met  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  com-  ’ 
mittee? 

Mr.  Walker  said,  as  he  was  one  of  the  committee, 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  respond.  There  were 
portions  of  the  bill  and  report  which  he  opposed  in 
committee,  and  which  could  not  meet  his  approba- 
tion. It  was  unnecessary  to  go  at  large  into  his  ob- 
jections to  those  portions.  He  would,  however,  men- 
tion the  two  principal;  one  was  that  which  authorises 
the  reception  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of  dues  to  the 
government;  and  the  other  is  the  employment  of  state 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  government  funds.  This 
seemed  to  him  a vital  question.  In  1834,  when  it 
was  proposed  to  employ  state  banks  as  depositories 
of  the  government,  he  opposed  it.  W’hen  the  propo- 
sition w as  renewed  in  1836,  he  voted  with  a very 
small  minority  of  his  friends  against  the  state  bank 
system.  A reference  to  the  files  of  the  Globe  of  that 
day  would  show  that  he  not  only  voted  against  that 
system  in  1836,  but  predicted,  at  the  time,  that  the 
currency  would  become  enormously  inflated,  and  a 
speedy  explosion  would  take  place.  When  again,  at 
the  last  session,  it  was  proposed  as  a temporary  mea- 
sure by  a valued  political  friend,  and  voted  for  by 
nearly  every  member  of  the  democratic  party,  he 
voted  against  it.  If,  then,  he  was  compelled  to  go 
against  his  political  friends  in  ’34,  ’36  and  ’41,  it  cer- 
tainly could  not  be  expected  now  that  he  would  yield 
up  his  opinions,  and  go  for  those  features  of  the  bill 
w'hich  contained  the  obnoxious  principles  of  the 
state  bank  system.  There  were  other  features  of  the 
bill  and  report  wdiich  he  thought  objectionable,  and 
which,  in  his  mind,  required  amendment.  He  pre- 
ferred particularizing  them  when  the  measure  itself 
came  up. 

Mr.  Young,  another  member  of  the  committee, 
said  I deem  it  due  to  myself,  to  say  at  this  time  that 
there  are  provisions  in  the  bill,  and  certain  portions 
of  the  report,  to  the  support  of  which  I do  not  consi- 
der myself  committed.  When  this  bill  and  the  re- 
port shall  come  up  for  consideration,  i shall  feel  my- 
self at  liberty  to  examine  both,  in  such  manner  as  I 
may  think  proper  under  the  circumstances,  and  in  the 
end  to  vote  and  act  as  my  judgment  may  dictate. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  the  printing  of  three  thousand 
additional  copies  of  the  report  and  bill;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and,  after 
some  considerable  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

February  22.  Mr.  Archer  was  sure  that  it  must 
have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  senate  yesterday 
that  to-day  was  the  birthday  of  the  father  of  his 
country,  as  no  motion  had  been  made  for  an  adjourn- 
ment over.  Two  days  there  were  in  the  calender 
which  were  consecrated  to  jubilee  in  the  hearts  of  all 
of  us,  of.  every  party — the  day  which  announced  the 
birth  of  our  liberty,  and  that  which  gave  birth  to  the 
man  who,  under  Providence,  had  been  the  chief  in- 
strument in  achieving  it. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  being  dispensed  with, 
Mr.  A.  moved  that  the  seriate  now  adjourn. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  accordingly. 

February,  Feb.  23.  The  debate  on  the  proposed 
amendment  for  restricting  the  veto  was  continued 
by  Mr.  Woodbury,  who  delivered  his  sentiments  at 
large  upon  the  subject. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Allen  for  a call  upon  the  exe- 
cutive for  any  further  corresponcence  that  may  have 
taken  place  concerning  the  destruction  of  the  steamer 
Caroline,  was,  after  some  brief  discussion,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  16.  Mr.  Warren  of  Georgia, 
moved  a resolution  asking  the  use  of  the  hail  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th  inst.  for  the  congressional  tem- 
perance society.  Adopted. 

Mr.  Jf  ard  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed  yesterday  in  reference 
to  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  ayes  99, 
noes  83.  So  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fessenden,  from  the  naval  committee,  present- 
ed a bill  which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  bo 
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printed,  and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole, 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  marine  corps  and  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  for  a suspension  of  the  rules  to 
consider  the  resolution,  for  acting  upon  the  apportion- 
ment bill.  The  house  refused. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  called  for,  and  this 
Was  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  house. 

Mr.  Summers — the  previous  question  having  been 
withdrawn  by  Mr.  Cushing — went  into  a defence  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man. The  motion  pending  w as  that  of  Mr.  Gordon 
of  N.  Y.  to  amend  the  report  by  placing  back  the 
two  clerks  whose  employment  the  committee  con- 
sidered unnecessary. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  Gor- 
don, and  Morgan,  and  when  Mr.  M.  concluded,  the 
morning  hour  having  expired,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Wood  was  about  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
bdl,  arid  moved,  to  enable  him  so  to  do,  that  the 
enacting  clause  be  stricken  out. 

The  chair  said  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order; 
that  the  bill  must  be  read  first,  clause  by  clause,  and 
amendments  might  be  offered  to  each  item,  and  de- 
bate must  be  confined  to  these  amendments. 

Mr.  Wood  appealed  from  this  decision,  and  debate 
ensued  in  favor  of  and  against  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

The  chair  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Fillmore, 
Adams,  Hopkins  and  Underwood,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Clifford,  Atherton,  Proffit  and  Pope,  and  its  de- 
cision sustained  by  a vote  of  78  to  52.  The  commit- 
tee then  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  17.  The  orders  of  the  day  hav- 
ing been  called  for,  the  house  took  up  the  report  of 
the  committee  with  the  bill  providing  for  its  contin- 
gent expenses. 

Mr.  Bovine  said  if  he  did  not  believe  that  the  pub- 
lic interest  would  suffer  by  the  retrenchment  propos- 
ed with  regard  to  clerks,  messengers  and  pages,  he 
would  cheerfully  co-operate  with  the  committee  in 
their  report. 

The  clerk  of  the  house  did  not  see  how  the  services 
of  any  of  the  clerks  could  be  dispensed  with;  and  it 
was  his  sincere  conviction  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  would  suffer  by  their  dismissal. 

Mr.  M.  Brown,  of  Tenn.  observed  that  the  great 

difficulty  with  gentleman  was  to  knotr  where 

to  begin  in  matters  of  economy.  Mr.  B.  advocated 
the  report,  until  the  morning  hour  was  over. 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  select  committee  on  curren- 
cy asked  leave  to  present  a report  and  having  moved 
to  be  allowed  to  read  it  himself  from  his  seat,  leave 
was  granted. 

Mr.  Cushing  having  closed,  the  reading  of  the  mi- 
nority report  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  u'as  called 
for.  The  clerk  of  the  house  read  the  report  accord- 
ingly. It  presented  in  detail  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed board  of  exchequer,  and  having  beeu  read  in 
part,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  18.  The  speaker  announced  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  as  members  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Holmes,  Chapman 
and  M.  A.  Cooper,  heretofore  resigned: 

Mr.  Caruthers,  of  Tennessee;  Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
of  Virginia;  Mr.  Meriwether,  of  Georgia. 

So  the  committee,  under  this  its  third  organization, 
is  composed  of  the  following  members: 

Mr. ./.  Q.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Caleb  Cush- 
ing, of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Horace  Everett,  of  Ver- 
mont; Mr.  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York;  Mr.  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  of  Louisiana;  Mr.  Augustine  H.  Slicp- 
perd,  of  North  Carolina;  Mr.  Carutlicrs,  of  Tennessee; 
Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia;  aud  Mr.  Meriwe- 
ther, of  Georgia. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark,  on  leave  given,  reported  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  a bill  establishing  ranks 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted  tin  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  there  be  established  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  the  ranks  of  admiral,  vice  admiral  and  rear 
admiral:  Provided,  That  there  shall  not  be  appointed 
more  than  two  officers  of  the  first  rank,  three  of  the 
second  rank,  and  three  of  the  third  rank. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  annual 
pay  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  president, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to 
fill  said  ranks  shall  he  as  follows: 

The  admiral,  at  all  times  when  on  service,  five 
thousand  dollars;  when  on  leave  of  absence  or  wait- 
ing orders,  four  thousand  dollars. 

The  vice  admiral,  at  all  times  when  on  service, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  when  on  leave  of 


absence  or  waiting  orders,  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  rear  admiral,  at  all  times  when  on  service, 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  when  on 
leave  of  absence  or  waiting  orders,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  no  pay  shall  he  allowed  to  the 
senior  captain  as  such;  but  that  all  the  captains  in  the 
navy,  (except  captains  who  may  command  squad- 
rons), shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  established  by 
the  act  of  March  3,  1835,  and  that  such  squadron 
captains  shall  receive  the  pay  allowed  by  said  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  ad- 
mirals shall  rank  and  command  in  the  order  named 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  shall  be.  appointed 
from  the  next  inferior  grade,  viz:  from  the  captains 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  and  its  accompanying  report  were  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  passed  over  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  (the  retrenchment  report),  and  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  Some 
little  progress  was  made  therein,  and  the  committee 
rose  in  the  midst  of  an  unfinished  debate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  to  amend  the  bill 
by  providing  that  hereafter  no  stationery  shall  be  al- 
lowed, at  the  public  expense,  to  members  of  con- 
gress, shortly  after  which,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  19.  The  speaker  presented  the 
following  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Navy  department,  February  17,  1842. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  14th 
instant,  that  the  cost  of  the  steamships  Mississippi 
and  Missouri,  as  ascertained  on  the  31st  December, 
1841,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Mississippi — for  labor,  §129,344  27 
materials,  175,020  90 
engines,  167,583  84 
boilers,  81,901  31 

§519,032  57 

Missouri — for  labor,  §138,387  10 
materials,  172,445  39 
engines,  132,067  05 
boilers,  75,532  93 

§553,850  32 

Other  expenditures  have  been  since  made,  pre- 
sumed to  be  comparatively  small,  but  the  accounts 
have  not  yet  been  returned  to  the  department. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedientservant, 
A.  P.  UPSHEIt. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port on  retrenchment,  and  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Matlhiot,  in  favor  of  reform,  the  morning  hour 
expired;  and  the  house  considered  the  merits  of  pri- 
vate bills,  aud  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  21.  The  speaker  announced  the 
following  members  as  the  select  committee,  hereto- 
fore ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mallory,  to  be  ap- 
pointed on  certain  executive  communications  relat- 
ing to  the  coast  survey: 

Messrs  .Mallory,  Wise,  Cushing,  Aycrigg  and  Holmes. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Maine,  on  leave  given,  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  i lie  president  of  tke  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary 
of  the  state  of  Maine;  and,  also,  all  correspondence  on 
that  subject  between  the  two  governments  not  hitherto 
communicated. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  take 
into  consideration  the  act  establishing  a uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy,  parsed  at  the  last  session,  and  report  to 
the  house  such  amendments  and  alterations  thereto  as 
to  them  may  seem  necessary  or  proper. 

Mr.  Washington  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  exp  dicncy  of  so  amending 
the  bankrupt  law  as  to  give  the  circuit  courts  of  the  U. 
States  concurrent  jurisdiction  witli  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  said  law. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  a member  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject  of  the  currency',  &c.  sub- 
mitted a counter  report,  which  was  referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randall, 

Resolved  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
strue'ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  excluding  from 
our  pons  vessels  coming  from  British  ports  or  places 
where  American  tassels  aie  not  pe  mitted  to  enter. 

Mr.  Slade  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and,  debate  arising  thereon,  it  was  laid 
over  under  the  rule: 


Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quired to  communicate  to  this  house  a statement  show- 
ing ihe  number  of  slaves  shipped  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, in  each  year,  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1803, 
to  any  port  nr  place  within  the  United  States,  to  be  sold 
or  disposed  of  as  slaves;  distinguishing  in  each  statc- 
nieni  the  number  of  each  sex  thus  exported,  and  tlie 
ages  of  such  slaves,  classified  ns  provided  fur  in  the  “act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.’’ 

Mr.  Linn  moved  the  following  resolution,  and,  de- 
bate arising  thereon,  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  George  R.  Poindexter,  one 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  into  the  ge- 
neral abuses  of  the  custom  house  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  be  requested  to  report  to  this  house  the  result  of 
his  investigation,  together  with  any  papers,  documents 
or  letters,  that  may  ho  in  his  possession  from  any  of  the 
heads  of  departments  to  the  custom  house  officer  or  of- 
ficers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toland, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  in- 
form this  house  if  any  arrangement  has  been  made  re- 
lative to  tin'  title  of  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the  river  Dela- 
ware, and  that  he  communicate  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence or  agreement  in  relation  to  the  same  since  the 
1st  of  June  last,  and  that  he  inform  this  house  whether 
any  further  appropriation  be  required  during  the  present 
session  for  ifre  construction  of  Fort  Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Charles  Brown, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having  the  na- 
vy yatd  at  Philadelphia  so  enlarged  and  filled  up  as  to 
he  made  efficient  for  the  contintind  building,  equipping, 
and  repairing  of  steam  vessels  of  war;  also,  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  for  a dry  dock  at  said 
yard. 

On  motion  o'f  Mr.  Mason,  of  Maryland, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill 
relinquishing  the  interest  of  the  United  States  "in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  for  transferring  the 
same  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas  the  Susquehanna  Tide  Water  canal,  which 
terminates  at  Havre  de  Grace,  at  the  head  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  is  the  great  outlet  to  the  Pennsylvania  works 
of  internal  improvement,  and  foE  vast  quantities  of  pro- 
duce of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  which  are  trans- 
ported by  means  of  those  works  to  tide  water  at  Havre 
de  Grace,  for  deposite  or  transhipment:  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorising suitable  provision  to  be  made  for  the  defence  of 
Ha.ra  tie.  Glace  ngjimot  a euddett  assault  by  tt  ioretgn 
enemy. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  22.  Mr.  Kennedy , of  Maryland,  on 
leave  given,  presented  the  memorial  of  officers  of  the 
volunteer  militia  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  the 
aid  of  congress  for  the  procurement  of  camp  equipage 
for  the  military  encampment  to  be  held  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  May  next.  The 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  mi- 
litia. 

Mr.  Fessenden  reported  a bill  to  determine  the  rank 
of  professors  of  mathematics  In  the  United  States 
naval  service;  which  was  read  twice,  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speak er  announced  theorderof  business;  when 

Mr.  Saltonstall said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a motion  which  he  felt  persuaded  would  receive 
the  heartfelt  assent  of  every  member  of  the  house. 
This  (said  Mr.  S.)  is  the  twenty-second  day  of  Fe- 
bruary— the,  glorious  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Washington.  There  are  two  days  which  should  be 
ever  regarded  as  great  national  festivals — the  birth- 
day of  the  nation,  and  the  birth-day  of  him,  to  whom, 
more  than  to  any  other  man,  this  nation  is  indebted 
for  the  security  of  its  independence,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  its  liberty.  These  should  be  set  apart  as  sa- 
cred days,  and  this  day  cannot  be  better  spent  than  in 
reflecting  on  the  life,  services,  and  virtues  of  Wash- 
ington. Let  us  so  devote  it,  and  we  shall  return  to 
this  hall  to-morrow  better  prepared  for  the  discharge 
of  our  high  duties.  He  therefore  moved — and  it  was 
the  first  time  he  had  made  such  a motion — that  the 
house  do  now  adjourn. 

And  thereupon  "the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  23.  Mr.  Barnard  presented  an 
amendment,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  to  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Cushing  from  the  currency  com- 
mittee, in  the  form  of  an  entirely  new  bill,  by  the 
title  of  “An  act  to  authorise  the  issue  of  convertible 
exchequer  bills,  and  further  to  amend  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  treasury  department.”  The  report  of 
the  retrenchment  committee,  after  some  general  bu- 
siness, was  discussed  during  the  morning  hour,  and 
the  residue  of  the  day  was  devoted,  in  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  to  the  further 
consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  after  considerable  progress  made  there- 
in, the  house  adjourned. 


416 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  26.  1842— CHRONICLE. 


CHBOMICLB. 


Apportionment.  Tlie  legislatures  or  Massachusetts 
and  Ohio  have  been  discussing  the  subject  of  adjourn- 
ing early  so  as  to  have  an  extra  session  tor  the  purpose  ot 
districting  their  states. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  By  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  James  Owen,  naval 
officer,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  vice  Daniel  Sher- 
wood, whose  commission  will  expire  on  the  20th  of  the 
present  mouth. 

Tonnage  of  Buffalo.  We  subjoin  below  the  num- 
berof  steam  and  sail  vessels  actually  belonging  to  this 
port,  together  with  their  tonnage  (rejecting  fractions)  as 
obtained  by  us  from  the  collector’s  office: 


Tons. 

24  steamboats,  tonnage  of  which  7,624 

53  schooners,  “ 5,043 

9 brigs,  “ 1,662 

2 ships,  “ 644 


Total,  14,991 


[. Buffalo  Adv.  16 lit. 

JIjjbse  •Bs.XiWOED’s  Reject- on.  We  learn  from  the 
'Madisoniata  tl.  at  the  nomination  of  Thomas  Bradford, 
-esq.  as  iudge  ot”  the  U.  States  district  court  for  the  eas- 
tern district  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  rejected  by  the 
senate  by  the  follo  wing  Vole: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Choate, 
Jfohon,  King,  Linn,  McReberts,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Se- 
vier, tsLpragae, .Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright, 
-and  Yeung — 17. 

N AYS— Messrs-  Archer,  Barrow-,  Benton,  Berrien, 
■Clay,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson;  Hunting- 
ton, Kerr,  Matvgttm,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  .Preston, 
.R.Lves,.SimmoES,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  White, 
sand  Woodbury — 22. 

James  IN.  Barker’s  nomination  rejected.  .It  is  an- 
nounced, in  t lie  Washington  papers,  that  the  m rmina- 
s-iutisof  James  N.  Barker  as  comptroller  of  the  lr<  Jsnry, 
(made  by  president  Tyler),  has  been  rejected^ by  t he  se- 
nate after  a warm  debate,  by  a vote  ot  23  to  17. 

Cherokees.  Arkansas  papers  state  that  John  Ross, 
the  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  has  issued  a proclam  .lion, 
calling  upon  all  the  sheriffs  of  the  nation  to  use  their  ut- 
most exertions  for  the  arrest  ot  Alber  ti,  who  is  charged 
with  having  lately  killed  a United  ‘States  soldier.  It  is 
generally  believed,  however,  that  Alberti  has  fled  tine  na- 
tion, and  gone  to  join  the  Texas  Cherokees. 

Consul.  The  president  of  the  Uuited  States  has  re- 
cognized Frederick  Rodevvald,  as  consul  of  Bremen,  tor 
the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Hagerstown  tariff  mmnM.  ti.o  county  moo  tins, 
■which  assembled  in  the  court  hall,  on  Saturday  last,  tor 
the  establishment  of  a home  league,  was  numerously  at- 
tended. Mr.  Roman  made  a happy  reference  to  the  for- 
mer tariff;  under  which  the  entire  national  debt  was  paid 
off  and  a large  surplus  revenue  distributed;  amounting 
together  to  about  two  bundled  millions  dollars.  He  com- 
batted and  refuted  the  oft  repealed  declaration  that  the 
tariff  was  paid  by  the  consumers,  from  the  well  establish- 
ed fact,  that  the  average  prices  of  imported  and  manu- 
factured articles  were  lower  at  that  period,  than  they  now- 
are.  This  is  readily  accounted  for. 

The  protective  tariff,  of  which  Mr.  consistent  John  C. 
Calhoun  is  the  father,  encouraged  men  to  engage  in 
manufactures;  and  consequently  fewer  goods  were  im- 
ported; although  the  revenue  was  greater  than  at  present. 
Pie  next  presented  a true  picture  of  our  present  situation. 
Instead  of  being  one  or  two  hundred  millions  in  advance, 
ihe  federal  and  state  governments  are  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  in  debt,  and  some  states  are  threatening 
repudiation.  Without  casting  the  slightest  reflection  upon 
ihe  American  merchants,  lie  plainly  proved  that  they 
were  forced  to  act  in  effect  as  foreign  agents;  and  that 
almost  every  man,  woman  and  child  were  partially  cloth- 
ed with  foreign  articles.  Mr.  Roman  appears  to  have 
studied  the  subject  for  many  years,  and  his  remarks 
were  superior  to  any  tiling  we  ever  heard  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  numerous  signatures  handed  in  as  supporters 
to  his  home  league  prove  that  the  people  are  becoming 
sensible  of  the  frue  policy  to  be  pursued. 

[Herald  of  16t/i. 

Illinois  debt  The  developenient  some  time  since 
made,  as  to  there  beingjtio  record  kept  of  Illinois  state 
bonds  so  as  to  show  the  stite  deb",  has  induced  sundry 
examinations  by  public  officers,  and  by  committees  of 
citizens;  the  result  has  proved  the  statement  rclerred  to, 
to  have  been  correct.  No  accurate  account  can  be 
made  out.  We  have  examined  these  reports  after  a 
careful  investigation,  and  they  make  the  amount  as  fol- 
lows. 

1st  estimate  §16,173.005 

2d  do  14,945,307 

3d  do  10,213,089 

The  difference  it  will  be  seen  is  several  millions  of  dol- 
lars, this  difference  only  would  enable  the  state  to  sus- 
tain her  credit,  and  complete  her  public  works,  as  it  is, 
it  is  enough  to  ruin  her  credit. 

The  people  of  ten  or  fifteen  of  the  not  them  counter- 
of  Illinois  are  making  efforts  to  change  ihe  boundary  oi 
that  state  whereby  they  may  be  attached  to  Wiskorisan. 
Memorials  are  in  circulation  praying  congress  to  cliartg, 
the  boundary.  The  Advertiser  at  Galena  favors  thi- 
ll earure.  [Wheeling  Gat. 


Indiana  legislature.  The  bill  authorising  those  who 
hold  Sol)  treasury  notes,  to  exchange  them  for  lives  has 
become  a law.  In  the  exchange  no  interest  will  be  al- 
lowed on  the  fifties,  and  the  rives  will  only  be  given  in 
exchange  with  an  interest  of  quarter  per  cent. 

The  rate  of  taxation  for  this  year  is  20  cents,  in  the 
$100  for  state  purposes.  It  is  calculated  that  this  will 
defray  the  civil  list  and  absorb  at  least  $100,000  of  the 
treasury  notes. 

A charter  has  been  granted  fora  company  to  complete 
the  White  Water  canal.  It  is  supposed  that  the  stock 
of  this  company  will  be  valuable,  it  is  authorised  to  ex- 
tinguish the  interest  of  the  state  in  the  canal,  with  state 
bonds  at  their  nominal  value. 

Provision  has  not  been  made  for  the  completion  of  any 
of  the  public  works,  by  private  companies;  and  the  board 
of  internal  improvement  and  the  office  ot  fund  commis- 
sioner have  been  abolished.  The  day  of  resumption  by 
the  state  bank  is  fixed  for  June.  15,  but  the  resumption 
wjll  be  merely  nominal. 

The  treasury  notes  issued  to  the  bank  are  payable  in 
two  years,  with  5 per  cent,  interest,  and  are  receivable 
for  taxes.  The  battle  will  place  these  notes  in  circulation 
in  place  of  her  own,  and  then  the  mockery  of  resump- 
tion will  take  place.  [Louisville  Journal. 

Louisiana.  The  law  which  has  been  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  stale,  requires  the  banks  to  resume 
specie  payments  on  the  30th  of  September  next. 

Maryland  resumption  bit.l.  The-eenate  on  ihe  23d 
by  a vote  of  14  to  5,  passed  Mr.  Pratt’s  bill  providing  for 
a resumption  on  the  1st  of  November.  It  has  yet  to  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  house. 

Maryland  legislature.  On  the  23 J Mr.  Tuck  pre- 
sented the  following  preamble  and  resolutions;  which 
were  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

“ Whereas , It  is  represented  to  this  general  assembly, 
that  an  expedition  of  traders  from  Texas  to  Mexico, 
was  captured  and  made  prisoners  at  Santa  Fe,  and  are 
now  held  in  captivity  by  the  government  of  Mexico,  and 
whereas,  it  is  further  represented  that  John  T.  Howard 
a citizen  of  Maryland,  other  citizens  of  other  slates,  ac- 
companied said  expedition,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  extend  to  its  citzens, 
under  all  circumstances,  such  relief  and  protection  as 
it  is  within  its  capacity  to  grant.  Therefore, 

“ Resolved , fyc.  That  his  excellency  the  president  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  use  such  means  as  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  public  law  of 
nations  may  authorise  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  persons  captured  as  aforesaid,  and  especially  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  and  demanding  such  citizens  of 
the  United  States  as  may  have  accompanied  said  expe- 
dition. 

"Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolutions  to  be  forwarded  to  the  president  of  the  U. 
Guitco,  or,J  oloo  k.  ooUi  of  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress." 

Mississippi.  The  United  Slates  court  for  the  southern 
district  of  Mississippi,  according  to  its  adjournment  in 
December  last,  was  to  have  been  holden  in  this  city  on 
the  4ih  Monday  of  last  month.  It  has  not  yet  resumed 
its  silling.  The  reason  is  understood  to  be  this;  judge 
Ghoison,  who  is  the  presiding  judge  in  this  tribunal, 
both  for  the  northern  and  southern  districts  of  Mississip- 
pi, receives  for  Ins  services  a salary  of  only  two  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  competition  Mr.  Ghoison  thinks  in- 
sufficient for  attending  to  the  duties  of  both  districts, 
and  he  therefore  declines  holding  the  court  for  this  district 
any  longer  unless  his  salary  be  raised. 

[Mississippi  True  Issue- 

National  Repeal  Convention  The  delegates  from 
the  different  states  of  the  union  to  the  National  Irish 
Repeal  convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia  on  the  22d 
instant.  They  elected  their  various  officers,  (John  W. 
James  of  Massachusetts  president,  and  many  vice  pre- 
sidents) adopted  various  resolutions,  appointed  a commit- 
tee to  draft  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  another  for  the  same  purpose  ro  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. A letter  was  read  from  the  honorable  R.  M.  John- 
son of  Kentucky.  They  adjourned  on  the  23d.  The 
New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  14lh,  speaks  thus: 

"The  agitation  of  this  question  properly  belongs  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  to  their  descendants  in 
the  United  States.  Wc  are  continually  and  justly  exhi 
luting  our  sensitiveness  at  the  efforts  made  by  Great  Bri- 
tain to  agitate  in  this  country  questions  of  domestic  policy 
which  concern  ns  alone;  but  it  strikes  us  that  if  we  wish 
to  act  consistently,  we  should  equally  discourage  and  re- 
press the  attempt  of  individuals  among  us  to  interfere  in 
the  government  and  administration  of  Great  Britain. 
When  we  wax  indignant  at  the  arrogant  intermeddling 
of  British  emissaries  in  the  south,  they  will  unless  we  tire 
more  scrupulous,  point  to  our  agitation  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Irish  union  as  an  example  of  officiousness,  which 
they  only  imitate. 

Naval-  The  U.  S.  steamship  Mississippi,  bound  for 
Norfolk,  went  to  sea  from  (he  Delaware  on  the  19th  at 
l P.  M.  and  arrived  on  the  20th. 

The  II.  S.  steamship  Missouri,  is  under  orders  to  pro- 
ceed from  New  York  to  Not  folk.  The  Ontario  sailed 
from  N.  York  for  N.  Orleans  on  the  21st.,  Win.  Bradford 
lietit.  corud’t.  She  will  touc  t at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  anti 
Havana. 

Honolulu,  Oct.  16.  On  Sunday  morning  the  U.  S. 
ship  Yorktown  came  inside  the  reef  and  moored  in  tilt 
niter  horhor.  where  she  will  remain  several  weeks.  On 
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Monday  morning  salutes  were  exchanged  with  the  fort. 
She  goes  Iroin  tins  place  to  California  and  Mexico  thence 
to  the  const  of  Peru  and  Chili. 

Captain  Aulick  of  the  Yorktown  confirms  the  intelli- 
gence in  regard  to  capt.  Ross’s  discoveries,  published  in 
No.  17  ot  our  paper.  Hemet  that  celebrated  navigator 
a few  months  since  at  the  hay  of  Islands.  Cant.  R >ss 
had  received  the  chart  sent  him  by  capt.  Wilkes,  and 
had  cruised  over  a space  of  50  miles  in  extent  in  either 
direction,  where  land  had  been  laid  down  by  the  latter 
navigator,  and  found  nothing  but  clear  sea.  He  dot  not 
doubt  but  that  land  had  been  seen  at  several  p intsby 
capt.  Wilkes,  but  disagreed  with  him  in  supposing  it- 
part  of  a continent.  He  conjectured  it  ro  be  rattier 
parts  of  a chain  of  islands  simitar  to  the  South  Shetlands, 
and  others  discovered  in  high  southern  latitudes.  Upon 
referring  to  captain  Wilkes’s  official  report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  saw  land  only  in  certain  points,  and  often 
lust  sight  of  it  tbrdavs  together,  so  that,  although  right  hi 
the  fact  of  discovering  land,  he  maybe  wrong  in  his 
opinions  that  it  was  part  of  a continent,  and,  surround- 
ed as  fie  was  by  ice-bergs,  partly  covered  with,  frogmen  vs 
ot  rocks  and  earthy  matter,  which  were  frequently  seen 
only  in  the  lifting  of  a fog,  he  may  have  been  mistaken 
in  the  position  ot  some  points.  However,  as  capt.  Ross 
intends  prosecuting  his  discoveries  for  another  season  in 
that  region,  Ire  wilt  doubtless  be  able  to  define  its  true 
limits.  Capt.  Ross  landed  on  an  island  far  south,  and 
brought  from  thence  specimens  of  rocks.  After  his  se- 
cond southern  cruise  ite  will  visit  these  islands. 

[Polynesian. 

Secretary  of  the  navy.  In  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer of  February  19,  appears  Mr.  Upshur's  reply  to  Mr. 
Bolts.  He  disclaims  rite  construction  given  to  his  for- 
mer letter  of  a higher  social  position  than  Mr.  Botts,  and 
pronounces  Mr.  Harrison  (one  of  Mr.  Botts’  witnesses) 
to  be  his  "inveterate  enemy,''  and  adduces  (Appendix  A t 
two  witnesses  who  were  present  nsslated  by  Mr.  H.  but 
who  have  no  recollection  of  the  conversation  ascribed  to 
liim,  and  another  who  was  present,  and  heard  only  detach- 
ed portions  of  it  and  who  there  fo-reearmot  confirm  Mr.  IBs 
statement.  Mr-  Upshur  "prefers  to  submit  the  testimo- 
ny’’ of  Carter  M.  Braxton,  (Mr.  Bolts’  second  witness) 
which  is  "quite  too  indefinite  to  rise  to  the  dignity  of  evi- 
dence’’ "to  tli e gentlemen  of  lower  Virginia  where  we  are 
both  very  welt  known.’’ 

Mr.  U.  says  of  the  third  witness  on  the  pirt  of  Mr. 
Botts,  viz:  Mr.  E.  W.  Johnston,  that  "he  seems  to  have 
been  the.  only  person  who  ever  heard  the  rumor’’  of  his 
having  gone  “beyond  nullification,’’  and  “leaves”  him 
"to  be  disposed  of  by  the  honorable  men  whom  he  has 
assailed.’’  As  to  the  article  under  the  title  of  "Revolu- 
tion in  disguise”  lie  leaves  that  to  be  defended  by  tbe  in- 
dividual who  has  claimed  its  authorship  Mr.  Edmund 
Ruffin  of  Petersburg.  Next  follows  appendix  B,  being 
letters  from  various  names,  his  acquaintances  in  Virgi- 
nia certifying  what  they  knew  of  Iris  opinions  and  gene- 
rally admitting  that  he  was  a “nullifier”  but  never  in  con- 
vot-cim,  with  titi-,.,,  a.,  advoonte  nt  unqualified  disunion; 
and  also  appendix  C,  letters  from  distinguished  South 
Carolinian  nulliliers  who  were  ignorant  of  Iris  opinions  or 
of  any  such  opinions  having  existed  of  his  going  beyond 
nullification,  and  ignorant  of  Mr.  Johnston's  being  the 
organ  of  their  party. 

The  Intelligencer  of  the  24th  contains  a long  criticism 
on  this  reply,  from  Mr.  Botts,  who  concludes  by  “asking 
the  judgment  of  the  country.’’ 

Charles  Scott,  esq.  the  second  son  of  Sir  Walter,  is 
dead — that  son  upon  whom  the  whole  hopes  ofh.s  father 
centred  for  a continuation  of  the  direct  line  of  his  house; 
for  whose  descendants  he  reared  the  noble  baronial  hall 
of  Abotteford.  He  died  at  Teheran,  in  Persia,  attached 
to  the  embassy  of  Sir  J.  NcNeii.  The  elder  son,  Major 
Scott  of  the  army,  is  now  with  his  regiment  in  India. 

He  is  childless — and  thus  forever  perishes  those  long 
cherished  hopes  of  Sir  Walter,  which  he  indulged,  that 
the  Scotts  oi  Abottsford  were  to  rival  any  of  the  border 
chief's  of  the  olden  lime.  Both  of  his  daughters  are  also 
dead,  and  his  favorite  grand  son  Hugh  1 at  tie-  John — ti:c 
son  of  Lockhart,  to  whom  the  admirable  Tales  of  a 
Grandfather  were  written.  How  many  more  chi  dren  the 
latter  has  living,  or  whether  any,  we  know  not.  If  he  lias 
any  surviving,  in  their  veins  runs  the  only  blood  of  the 
Great  Wizard  of  the  north.  [Savannah  Georgian. 


Tennessee.  The  following  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
Peyton  were  adopted  on  the  13;h  Jan.  in  the  senate: 
Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  slate  of  Ten- 
nessee. lot.  That  a prompt  payment  and  fulfill,:. it  of  oil 
her  debts , obligations  and  engagements,  created  in  good 
faith,  is  a paramount  duty,  which  cannot  he  disregarded  or 
set  aside  consistently  with  the  honor  of  the  citizens  of  Uu> 
slate. 


Resolved,  Idly,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions be  transmitted  by  the  governor  to  the  president  of 
•he  United  States,  the  executives  of  the  Several  suites,  I 
and  our  representatives  in  congress. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ash,  Bradbury,  Foster,  Frey,  Gard- 
ner, Jennings,  Ledbetter,  Miller,  Motley,  Nelson,  Bey- 
ton,  Powell,  Reiman,  Sevier,  Williams,  Turney — IS. 

Nays — Messrs.  Hardwicke,  Johnson,  La'ighlm,  Mtt- 
clin,  Martin,  Matthews,  Ross,  Warner,  Wu  erhousc — il 
9. 


The  legislature  has  adjourned  without  electing  U.  S. I 
:enators,  and  Mr.  Foster  has  published  an  address  to  thej 
oeople  of  the  state  011*1  lie  subject. 

The  banks  in  this  state,  in  conformity  with  a resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  legisltuuxor-ere  to-res.uint:  specie  pay.-J 
.nentson  ihe  1st  January  n^xt.  • , . 
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